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THURSDAY, 30 May, 1918.

The SpPeARER (FHon., W. \IcCormack, Cairns)
took the chair at half-past 3 o’clock.

PAPERS.

The following papers, laid on the table,
were ovdered to be printed:—
Additional regulation under the Land
Acts, 1910 to 1917,
Regulation under the Closer Settlement
Acts, 1906 to 1917,

QUESTIONS.
STaTE STATIONS AND STATE BUTCHERS SHOPS

Mr. BEBBINGTON (Drayton) asked the
Chief Secretary, or Minister in charge of
State butchers' shops—

“1. What 1s the number of fat cattle
from State stations sold to or retailed in
State butchers’ shops to 30th April, 19182

““2. Is the report true that 7,000 fat
cattle from State stations are being
killed and dressed for sale to the Im-
perial Governmens at 4%Zd. per lb. cor-
rect ?

3. Are the State meat shops still sup-
plied from the meatworks at 3d. and 34d.
per lb. ?

4, At what date do the Government
intend supplying State butchers’ shops
with beef or mutton from State
stations ?”’

The PREMIER (IIon T. J. Ryan, Barcoo)

‘2. Arrangements have been made
with the Burdekin Meatworks at Towns-
ville to treat up to 7,000 head of prime
fat bullocks from Wando Vale and Dots-
wood State stations. The meat, when
treated, will be shipped for the use of
the troops of the Imperial Government
and our allies.

“3 Yes.

¢4, The Government's 1ntentlons w1H
bo disclosed in due course.’

NorTHERN RaiLway DISPUTE.

Mr. PETRIE (Zoombul) asked the Chief
Secretary—

‘1. Has the case proposed to be re-
ferred to Mr. Justice Stringer, of New
Zealand, on the subject o" the dispute
between the Northern Railway employees
and the department, arising out of the
award of Judge McCawley, been so re-
ferred ?

“ 2. Has the decision been received?

“3 If so, what 1is the purport
thereof 7’

The PREMIKER replied—
¢ 1. It has been referred to his Honour
Mr. Justice Stringer by both parties in
the dispute.
2 and 3. The result will be publicly
announced as soon as it is known.”
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ADVERTISEMENTS IN “‘ SOLDIER” NEWSPATER.

Mr. SIZER (Fuadah) asked the Ilome

¢ What sums of money have been paid
to the Soldier Newspaper Company for

advertising  during the last nine
months 77’
The IIOME SECRETARY (Hon. J.

Huxham, Burenda) replied—
“No payments have beson made by
this department. I shall inquire from
the Chief Secretary.”

SOLDIEGS’ INDUSTRIAL INSTITUTE.

Mr. 8IZER asked the Sweretary for Public
Instru“{‘(‘n—

“ Meeing that the Soldiers’ Industrial
Institute has boen c[osed has the newly
appeinted manager’s ‘Lppou.f aent Leen
terminated ; if not, does he contemplats
reopening the institute ¥’

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION (Hon. H. F. Ilardacre, Leich-
hardt) replied—

“ Certain rscommendations have been
made which are now under consideration,
and the intenticns of the Government
will he dis:losed in due course.”

ELECTION STATISTICS.
3r. MACARTNEY Toowory)
Attorney-General—

“Will he lay on the table a list of
the clectorates showing the total number
of naiiies on the rolls used at the gencral
elections, and the number of votes re-
corded in sach electorate for the respecc-
tive candidates?”

The ATTORNEY.GENERAL (Hon. T. J
Ryan, Bereoo) replied—

“T would ask the hon. gentleman to
move for a return, when fuil particulars
will be laid on the table.”

asked the

Muster oF Cartie ox Mount HuTrroN.
Mr. VOWLES (Luldy) asked the Secrotary
for Public Lands—

“1. Have the cattle purehnsul by the
Government  from  Mr. Glasion, and
alleged to he running on Mount Hutton,
been mustered yet?

2. What number

tered 7

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LLANDS
(Hon. J. H. Coyne, Warrego) replied—
- ‘1. A complete muster has not yet
been ‘made.
2. Seven thousand eight hundred and
fiftv-cight mustered and delivered to 20th
February, 1918.7

have becen so mus-

NOTICE OF QURESTION.
CrrnevraR 170 CARNARVON FLECTOLE.

Mr. GUNN (Carnarvon) gave notice of his
intention to ask the Premver a question
regarding the issue of a circular to the eloc-
tors of Clarnarvon, in support of the can-
didature of Mr. R. Bedford, and proceeded
to read the circular.

The SPEAKER: Order! Order! I sug-
gest that when the hon. gentleman asks a
question he should not introduce the whole
of a letter or circular into it.

Mr. GUNN: I am only quoting parts of it.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Order of Busginess.

The SPEAKER: During the lest Iarlia-
ment I had occesion to edt questions sub-
mitted by hon. members. I do not want to
do that at all, and I shall not do it if mem-
bers will prepare their questions in such a
way that the‘ can be auswersd by Xlinisters.
If ‘direct quéstions are arked, they will not
be interfered with, hut if a lot of outside
matter is introduced—if whole l-tters are
included or the whole of a newspaper article
is read with the question—then they will not
appear on the business-paper.

GovernMENT MEMRERS : Hear, hear !

Mr., GUNN: In deference to your ruling,
I will only inchude a portion of the circular.

The SPEAKFER : The hon. zentleman may
quote just enough of the circular to let the
Chief ®ecretary know what circular he
means.

The Paemirr: I suggest to the hon mem-
ber that he should ask * Did you write a
letter?  If so, what was it?” (Laughter)

3y, GUNN: In deference to your ruling,
My, Speaker, I will ask the question, and
just make reference to the circular letter.

PRINTING COMMITTEE.

On the motion of the PREMIER, it was
formally resnlved—

‘1. That, in corapliance with Standing
Order No. 298, a Seiect Comunittee be
appointed to assist Mr. Speaker in all
matters which relate to the printing to
be oxecuted by order of the IHouse; and
for the purpose of selecting ard arrarg-
ing for printing returns and papers pre-
scnt :d in pursuance of motions made by
members.

“g. That such corsmittee
the following membors:—NMr. prdAJI
the Chairman of Committees, Mr. Barber,
Myr. 83mith, Mr. Winstanley, My, Roberts,
Mr. MeLachlan, Mr. Grayson, and the
mover.”’

consist  of

STANDING ORDERS COMMITTEE.
On the motior of the PREMIER, it was
formally resolved—

“That the Standing Orders Comuitte:
for the present session consist of the
following membeyrs:—Mr. Epcaker, the
Chsirman of Committees, Bir carbney,

Mr. Bwayne, idr. Vowles, Mr. Gilday,
Xfr. Foley, Mr. Larcombe, and the
mover, with leave to sit during any

ad‘oulnmoﬂt of the House, and authorhy
to confer upon subjects of mutual con-
cornmment with any committee appointed
for similar purposes by the Legislative
Council.”

ORDER OF BUSINESS.

On the motion of the PREMIER,
formally resolved—

“ That, unless otherwise ordered, the
House will meet for the despateh of
business at 3 o’clock p.m. on Tuesday,
Wednesday, and Thursday in each Week
and that on Tuesday and Wednesday,
and after 7 o’clock p.m. on Thursday,
Government business do take precedence
of all other business.”

it was
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CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES.
MR, W. BERTRAM APPOINTED.

The PREMIER, in moving—
“That Mr. William Bertram be

appointed Chairman of Committees of
the Whole House,”

said: I have much pleasure in moving this
motion, and I think it is one that will be
received with general approbation by hon.
members on both sides of the House. Mr.
Bertram held the position of Chairman of
Committees of the \Whole House during the
last Parliament, and I think he was quite
a success in that position. (Hear, hear!)
He has made himself thoroughly acquainted
with parliamentary practice and procedure,
and I think we all admit that he possesses
all those qualities of patience, judgment,
impartiality, and firmness which make for
a successful presiding Chalrman.

floxoursmLE AIEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. MACARTNEY (Toowong): It is not
the intention of the Opposition to nominate
anyone in opposition to Mr. Bertram, and I
think it is only fair to say that in the view
of members on this side of the House, Mr.
Bertram has endeavoured fairly and impar-
tially to carry out the duties of the posi-
tion. (Hear, hear!) The only complaint
that we have to “make is, that we do feel,
when resolutions for the closure are put, that
at least a reasonable opportunity for discus-
sion should be given, and I am afraid that
there were times when the House was moving
the Chair rather quickly in that direction,
and the Chairman was apt to consider mat
ters very fully discussed when they were not
discussed at all. I mention that matter
so that this session we may not have the
same complaint to make.

Question put and passed.

ADDRESS IN REPLY.
RESUMPTION OF DEIBATE.

Mr. MACARTNEY, who on rising was
received with Opposition cheers, said: In
accordance with the usual custom, I desire
to congratulate the mover and seconder of
the Address in Reply on the first efforts they
have made in the Chamber, From their own
point of view, I think both those gentlemen
dealt with matters fully and satisfactorily.
1t hes been in the past a difficult matter for
new members to address themselves to the
House for the first time, it being a some-
what more critical audience, perhaps, than
spoakers are ordinarily accustomed to, bub
it has zlwavs been the plcasure of both sides
of the House to extend to a new member
that amount of consideration which is his
due. Nowadays, I may say, members who
come to this House, particularly those repre-
senting our friends on the other side, prove
themselves to be somewhat qualified speakers,
indicating a certain amount of practice
beforehand, and I think we can say that the
gentlemen who addressed themselves to the
motion on this occasion have proved them-
selves to be capable speakers.

1 think, while we welcome new members
on both sides of the House, we might express
some little regret that we have lost from our
number men who have given years to the
service of the country as. members of this

[30 Mav.]
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House and men who have held high office
both as officers of the House and in the
Cabinet, with benefit to the State.

We arc mecting somewhat earlier than
usual. The time, I might say, is exceptional,
and beyond what we can draw by inference
from the Speach, there is nothing directly to
indicate just why the departure has been
made. There is a great deal to be said for
meeting e We know that as the summer
months approach the conditions for carrying
on the buriness of the House are irksome and
unpleasant, and I am inclined to confess
that under those circumitances the delibera-
tions of the Assembly are not as satisfactory
as they might otherwise be. At the same time,
there are advantages in meeting in the latter
part of the year. One of the principal
advantages is that, when the financial year
has concluded, you have the balance-sheet
for the year beforz you, and finance is a
matter that has olways attracted a certain
amount of attention on the moticn that is
now before us. By reason of the early meet-
ing of Parliament this year, we have indica-
tions that we are going to have the Estimates
submitted at an earlier period of the year
than heretofore. Now, that is not altogether
an advautage, becauvse we know by experi-
enee that we sre unable to get the Auditor-
General’s report before the month of October,
and it iz in the light of that report that we
are able te discuss the Treasurer’s financial
proposals. We sve often charged on this side
of the House with criticising without full
knowledge of the facts.

The PreMIER: Hear, hear !

Mr. MACARTNEY : Now, it is from the
Auditor-Geencral’s report and from such infor-
mation as the Government condescend to
give hon. members on this side, that we are
able to criticise the Government’s financial
proporals at all. Unfortunately, we have had
cxperience in the last Parlitament of the
difficulty of getting that corrcet information
and that full information which is necessary
effectively to criticise those proposals; and
before we are called upon to discuss the
Pinancial Statement, it is necesmary that we
should know at least the views of the Auditor-
Gensrul, not only on the financial operations
of the previous year, but also on the various
industrial undertakings of the Government.

We can take it from His Excellencyv’s
Speecch that finance is probablr the chief
troulde which has caunsad this early meoting
of Parliament. It would have been better,
perhaps, if the CGovernment hud been a little
more frark, and had made the position quite
plain to us and given us the facts which we
might discuss. In their wisdom. they have
not done so: but we must recognise that the
financizl position cannot be altogether satis-
factory. We realise that, with the unusual
undertalrings of the last year or two, the
expenditure has increased, notwithstanding
the fact that the rovenue has not only
held up since the commencement of the war,
but has actually shown, from vear to year,
an incrcase—a position in which no wise
Government ought to be. I do not propose,
in the absence of the materials, to en-
deavour to raise a financial discussion at
the present juncture, but will await the
interim Financial Statement which we are
told in the Speech the Government will
make before the close of the financial vear.
I presume it is the intention of the Govern-
ment to wailt until the debate on the Address

Mr. Macariney.]
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in Reply is completed before they constitute
the Committees of Supply and Ways and
Means in order that we may take into con-
sideration the position of the finances and
before they introduce their financial measures,

The Specch differs from its predecessors in
the absence of reference to the general con-
ditions of our industries, except, perhaps, in
a small degree in relation to ome or other
of the industries here and there. It omits
any substantial reference to the progress of
settlement on our lands and to the develop-
ment of our resources. Some obscure refer-
ences are made to mining and land settle-
ment, and I suppose we will have, at a later
period of the session, fuller opportunities
given for more fully discussing these things.
There is also an absence of reference to
matters affecting the occupation and employ-
ment of our people, indicating just what is
the position ‘at the present time. Seeing
that the Knpire has been at war for some-
thing like four years, sceing that our ship-
ping has been almost paralysed, seeing that
many changes have taken place in con-
nection with settlenment, we would naturally
expect some alteration to have taken place
and to find a large amount of unemploy-
ment. Reference 1s made to this matter
in connection with a large part of the State
in the * Industrial Gazette’’; but there is a
very large portion of the State that is not
touched upon at all in the ¢ Industrial
Gazette.” 1 refer more particularly to the
outside districts and the mining areas. The
consequence is that we are in the dark just
as to what the actual position is. It 15 a
most extraordinary state of affairs, in view
of the conditions that arise from time to
time, that the State appears to be prosperous.
That is_to say, from the financial point of
view, there appears to be money about;
people are spending money, and all that sort
of thing; but there is an absence of infor-
mation with regard to the substantial con-
dition of things which I think ought to have
been given.

Perhaps, before I proceed further, I ought
to cxpress my regret that the elections were
hurried on in the way that they were.

The Preuier! Didn’t Mr. Pritchard say
you were ready?

Mr. MACARTNEY : I do not suppose the
hon. gentleman agrees with everything Mr.
Pritchard says. In any case, whether it is
right .or whether it is wrong, I hold the
position of leader of this party for the
moment, and I think that it is what I say
that counts rather than what Mr. Pritchard
may say.

OpposiTION MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. MACARTNEY: The elections were
sprung on the country some three or four
months before the expiry of the life of the
last Parliament, and they were sprung on
the country at a time when the country was
ill-prepared.

Mr. Kiewan: Where were they in 19127

Mr. MACARTNEY: I am not referring
to the metropolitan districts. I am now
talking about the unfortunate districts that
were visited by cyclone and flood. The
Government represent a party which has at
times expressed itself particularly tender on
the subject of the cxercise of the franchise,
and certainly they were not consistent when
they rushed the elections on at a time when

[Mr. Macartney.

[ASSEMBLY.]
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they must have known the people were not
only suffering from the loss of life due to
the floods, and loss of property, but at a
time when thousands and thousands of people
were .unable to reach the various centres
where the franchise had to be exercised.

The Premier: If we had delayed the
elections, it would only have increased our
majority. '

Mr, MACARTNEY: I am not going to
be sidetracked in that way. I say it was an
unfair thing to the people to spring the elec-
tions on them in that way; it was an
unfair thing to those particular districts that
it was done. I am not going to cry over the
result of the elections m any way; but I
think we might have expected some different
treatment from the Government. The date
of the elections was given here and given
there, and altered about so as to create sur-
prise. I say it was a thing that was more
worthy of the game of ‘‘two-up” than any-
thing clse. The date of election was given
out as being 23rd March.

THE PREMIER: As soon as Mr, Pritchard
suggested 16 March we agreed to it.

Mr. MACARTNEY : The hon. gentleman
has attained notoriety for a certain amount
of want of insincerity, may I say, and when
the hon. gentleman makes a remark like that
he just gives an illustration of what people
mean when they refer to him. It is claimed

that the election has resulted in

[4p.m.] a great victory for the Govern-

ment. It is quite true that the
Government are stronger in point of numbers
than they were before the election, and it is
equally true that the Opposition are weaker
in numbers than they were before the elec-
tion. Reference has been made to this party
going to the country as a National party, and
the mover of the Address has criticised the
party for so doing. I can only say that the
National party came into being to take into
its ranks those men who, believing in the
defence of their country, had been driven
from the Labour ranks, and joined a party
that decided to put country before overything.

OppositioN MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. MACARTNEY : It was no advantage
to this party to go to the country as a
National party, because we know that since
the last conscription campaign the action of
the Federal Government has not been popular
with the people, and we know that we stand
Lhere as suffering from the action of those
people who resent the conscription movement.
Nevertheless, we stood to our colours, and we
will stand to our colours in putting our coun-
try first, and we will keep the National flag
at the top of the mast.

OrrosiTioN MeMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. MACARTNEY : While on the subject,
I would also like to say that I think the
cendition of the rolls prior to the election a
discredit to the party which had charge of it,
and a discredit to the Government. There
was no suggestion that the rolls could be re-
garded as pure, and the present Assistant
Minister for Justice has already indicated
that it is his intention to introduce a Bill for
the purpose of obtaining something like
purity in the condition of the rolls. It was
a pretty sorry admission to make just after
the election. I may say that a little surprise
was manifested at the transfer of the electoral
branch from the Home Department to the
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Department of Justice. Just what the object
of it was I am unable to say, but probably
before the scssion is over a little light may
be thrown upon the subject. T'ilkmg in the
same connection, it iz a matter for regreb
that those men who have gone to the I‘lont
men who have fought for their country, dxd
not_have a better opportunity of express sing
their views in connection with the Govern-
meélt that should rule Queen:land than they
had.

The PREMIER : In Victoria, Scuth Australia,
and New South Wale: they had no votes at
all under a National Government.

Mr. MACARTNEY : Threc vears ago the
proposition was made thab provision should
be made to give our soldicrs the right to
cxercise the franchise.

The PrEMIER: I muade the proposition.

Mr. MACARTNEY: Then it only shows
how hypocutlc.ﬂ that proposition was since
effect was not given 1o 1t when the hon.
gentleman had power to do it.

The Prevmzzn: It was given.

Mr. MACARTNEY : The Act was passed
three years ago, and it wa» not until the 5th
or 12th bebrkl&l\’ this year that certain regu-
lations were promulgated which provided the
machinery under which the soldiers could
voto.  As a matter of fact, thie hon. member
for Burnett made the proposition. The hon.
gentleman claims the credit himseH, but if
1t was really in his heart that the scldiers
should have the opportunity to vote, whxr
were these regulations made on the i2th
February, allowing less than five weeks before
the actual date fixed for clection? The voting
brought on at the last moment has nst been
of a very satisfactory ohalactm I am very
sorry to have to zay vo. I have an instancs
in my own clectorate where the hon. gentle-
man himself—and I free him from any sug-
gesbion of 1mproprletv in connectwn with 1t—
exercised a vote in respect of a man whose
proxy did not actually come by cable at all,
and, worse for me, a vote was exercised in
person in that man’s name. That is to say,
two vctes were exercized in favour of a
soldier who was at the Front, a man who
did not give his proxy to the Premier, and
one a porwnal vote, apparently a personation,

The PREMIER: A certificate must have been
sent to me.

My, MACARTNEY : I free the hon. gentle-
man from any impropriety about it. I have
no doubt he exercised that vote sgainst me.
{(Government laughter.) At any ratu there
were two votes there, and I venture to sui-
gost to the hon. rrentlem an that if it is desir-
able. to have an actual fair do in connection
with the conduct of elections it would pay
him to have an inquiry made into the various
things that happened at the elections. I have
mentionc:l one specific thing now, and my
information is that there was a tremendous
amount of Impersonation during the recent
elections, and the condition in Which the rolls
were kept permitted that to some extent. I
cannot understand how it happened, because
if we believe all we rcad there was a first-
clase card system established in the Electoral
Dcepartment, and the rolls should not have
been in the condition in which ther were.
But we had the spectacle of repeated police
CONVasses. am not going to enter into
minute details, but owing to these repeatoed
police canvasses it was found that many
people were on the roll several times over.
1 2y that that is not a eredit to the Adminis-

1918—n
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tration; it is not a credit to a party which is
desirous of having what you may call a com-
prehensive roll, giving everybody the right
ts a vote and to one vote only. I hope the
hon. gentleinan will take some notice of what
I say, and that some Inquiry will be made
which will prevent the possibility of such
things occurring in future.

The SrczrTaRy ¥or Ramways: I believe
every returning officer made a report upon
the conduct of the election in his Llectomte

and I am quite sure there will be no objec-
tion to showing those reports.

Mr. MACARTNEY :

criticise the hon.

I am not going. to
gentleman’s conduct of the
eloction~»~ at all; T am talking about the sub-
ject of the clections and the voting, and I
think it might be very well inquired into.
When all is said and done, although 'Ehe Go-
vernment starsd with forfy-eizht members to
twenty-four, we arc ahle to say that werepre-
sent as zmqr}v as possible hLalf the voting
power of the State.
CroposITION MEUBERS

Mr. MACARTNEY: And that indicates
egain that the CGovernment have neglected
that part of their func‘.ion, under whicl; they
should have provided for a redistributicn of
scats. It is perfectly monstrous to think that
under the system of \otjnn which exists in
thizs Stute one elertorste shouid have some-
thing like 10.500 Vo’cers, and thet the hon.
mem for Chillagoe should be returned by
a paltry few hundred votes

The Treasuner: If there had been 10,000
there I weuld have got 8,000 votes.

AMr. MACARTNEY : I am not going to be
thrown off the treck In that way. Coming
more particularly to the direet contents of
the Speech, I regrot that ths Speech does not
exnress the sympathy of Parliament with the
unfortunate sufferers from the floods in the
North. It has been pointed out what
the Government has done in relieving the
widespread distress, and the <schewie of
restoration whish has been prepared. but no
note of «xmpathy has been struck with the
peorle who have suffered from the flood. And
in this connecticn I should like to point out

what I consider to be a grave crror of jude-
ment on the part «f the Government- -that at
a time when the elections were nending the
members for the r\arhmﬂﬂr districts should
he the repre ~m1{ tives of the Government in
connestion +with the relief afferded to the
people on the snot.

Mr. Forey: Who is better qualified?

Mr. MACARTNEY: The hon.
g#vs, “ Wha 1v betirr aualified?”
other thines to consider than that.
midst of the conduct of an election, is it a
fair thine that & man is to br entrasted
with a cheone book in one hand ~hile he
holds clectors]l claims in the othey? W
haws polies magistrates, we have police m
nearly all centres of the State. They in
times gone bv have heen entrusted with the
administration of this relief.

The Preumirr: What members do voun say
kad a cheanc-book in one hand and an
electoral claim in the other?

WMr., MACARTNEY: I am speoking as
nearly fignratively =s possible.  We know
that the Sccretary for Acvierltnre was an
agent of the Government in that relief, we
know also that the hon. member for Mackay,
Mr. Smith, wes an agent of the (Govern-
ment in connection with that relief. alwo vou,

Mr. Macartney.]

Hear, hear!

member
Thrye are
In the
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Mr. Speaker, and Mr. Hartley, and although
that may not be a breach of the Elections
Act, T say that that is a thing which ought
not to be.
. The SgpCRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION
interjected.

Mr. MACARTNEY: No doubt, if any
trouble takes place in. Clermont, the hon.
member is the agent of the Government
too, he is the Government, he is the one
man who is to relieve the people, notwith-
standing -that he is so anxious to secure
votes at the same time.

Mr. O’SurLivan: What did the Prime
Minister do?

Mr. MACARTNEY : I think that the hon.
member who makes that interjection cannot
understand that law of relevancy which is
a rale of the Iouse. Perhaps, if he takes
a little dive into the Standing Orders. he
will understand whether it iz relevant or not.
Now, I quite endorse all that has been waid
in the Speech with reference to the war,
although I am afraid there is not much sub-
stantial matter to support these words:—

“ Our chief conzolation is the certainty
that Germany’s dream of universal
dominion cannot be realired, and that
the heroic and costly resistance which
the Tmpire and its allies are offering
to her lawles: ambition will not have
been in vain.”

T wish we could say definitely that that cer-
tainly exists. Just at the present moment,
perhaps, we arc at the crucial juncture of
the war. An offensive has commenced which,
perhaps, is the heaviest offensive in the his-
torv of the world, the heaviest which may
ever commencs again. The fate of the
Empire iz perhaps depending on the result.
Can we say that there is any certainty?
Surely there is only one way to arrive atb
that certainty—that is, by every man
putting his shoulder to the wheel to help to
bring it to pass! If we did that, then, even
if we failed. we have done our best. But
what is the use of talking about a certainty—
a certainty thet does not exist—when we are
in doubt as to whether we are doing as
much as ought to be done under the circum-
stances.

1 agree with the sentiments that have been
expressed in the second paragraph of the
Speech, although I regret that we are not
able to go any further. During the last
month or two we have had sitting in Mel-
bourne one of the most important confer-
ences that have been held in Australia. We
have had placed before the country the
entire situation in which the Empire is
placed. Every endeavour has been made to
remove the want of harmony and unity
which is said to stand in the war of doing
our level best. 1 would have liked to see
some definite proposal in the Speech. In
fact, T say this, and T say it seriously. that
T regret we are met here to-day in political
opposition. I would rather that we were
standing shoulder to shoulder putting our
best efforts forward in the defencg of the
Empire.

HoNoURABLE MpEMBERs : Hear, hear!

Mr. MACARTNEY : I regret, I say, that
we have not a more definite announcement,
but it is a pleasure to know that the
Premier recognises the necessity that exists.

HoxouRasLE MrypERs: Hear, hear!

Mr. MACARTNEY : It is gratifring to
know he has taken some steps to redress the
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want, and though he has not taken me into
his confidence as to what is to be done in the
immediate future, I can only say that what-
ever arrangements he makes for bringing
about the result that is wanted, he will not
only have my hearty support—as he has had
it already—but the hearty support of every
member on this side of the House.
OrposiTION MEMBERS : Heur, hear!

Mr. MACARTNEY : Now we come further
into the Speech, and we find a reference to
the State meat shops. It is stated that they
have thoroughly justified their existence. [
cannot quite agrec with that statement, be-
cause, travelling about in the tramcars as I
do, I hear frequent expressions of disappoint-
ment in regurd to the fact of the reduction
of what has ordinarily heen regarded as a
convenience to the public. The system of
distribution for the convenience of housc-
vives which has existed for years has been
practically done away with 1n some neigh-
bourhoods.  Although there is a supposed
economy in one direction, theve has been an
increase of expense in travelling to and from
the butchers’ shops to obtain meat. And it
is also found that, instead of the public being
able to obtain the variety which they have
hitherto been sccustomed to obtain, they can
only obtain beef—that is, beef from the State
butchers’ shops, and frozen meat at that. I
have heard persons bitterly complain that
when it is taken home and thawed the sub-
stance is taken out of i, and when it finds its
way into the pan there is & shortage in quan-
tity, a shortage in nutriment that is not
made up by any economy in price. And when
we rememoer that the Government will only
be able to give meat at the prices at which
it is sold in the State shops to-day so long as
the agrecment exists with the meatworks.
then we can only come to the conclusion that
when the time of the present agreement
expires the private butchers will have heen
driven off the market, and the peopls will be
in a very much worse position than they were
hefore the shops started. There is much more
to e said on the same subject; probably we
shall have an opportunity of saying it later
on. In the latter part of the paragraph deal-
ing with the subject. the Government, T am
clad to say, give no indication of their inten-
tion to extend the practice of the acquisition
of stations. 1 think that it is a practice
which ean only be rerarded as a speculative
one, one which would onlv bring loss upon the
peonle and discredit on the Government who
epter upon it.

The next matter referred to is the Stete
fish shop, and, although much is claimed for
it, and although it is intimated that they are
preparing to export, thet affer all is only a
pious hope, and at the present time we have
not experienced that improvement in reduced
prices or supply which we have been led to
expect.

The next paragraph--I am not prepared to
say that the paragraphs appear in order of
their rclative importance—deals with the
matter of land settlement. It is very easy
for the Government to say that there is an
increase in settlement as compared with last
year’s record, because last year’s record was
a partienlarly bad one. The only encourage-
ment we can get from that. is that there is
an improvement, whatever the reason may
be. T cennot understand the reference to
selectors of agricultural farms bringing their
holdings under perpetual lease tenure, unless
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it is to obtain some concession in the way of
reduction of rent. No explanation is given,
and we have simply to take the stetement as
set forth in the Speech. But it is not as
informative as it ought to be.

The next matter referred to deals with the
opening of arsenic mines. That matier was
dealt with yesterday by the hon. member who
seconded the motion for the adoption of the
Address in Reply. The use of arsenic in con-
nection with prickly-pcar destruction is a
mest important matter. The question of the
destruction of prickly-pear has been con-
sidered hy the Government for many years.
When the present Government came into
power every step had been taken that could
b2 taken to find out the means that should be
adopted for dealing with the pest, but the
conditions which were laid down have nof
been enforced as they should have been
cnforced. It is fair to admit that there has
been a difficulty in obtaining arsenie, but I
do not think that altogether accounts for the
falling off noticcable 11 connection with this
important matter. I think the Minister
should furnish us with some information as
to what, if anything, has been accomplished,
or is being considered, in that direction.

I do not proposc to refer to every para-
graph in the Speech, and shall proceed now
to the paragraph dealing with the mining
industry. With the statement that “ An
enhanced price has been seccured from the
Imperial authorities for certain of the metals
required in the manufacture of munitions,”
I quite agres, but I regret to say that there
is nothing to show that mining has made that
progress in Queensland which should have
taken place, having regard to the mining
resources we possess, 1t is true that in con-
nection with some minerals which form a
small proportion of our resources there has
been some progress made, but with regard to
gold, silver, and copper mining we find that
there has been no headway at all. In view
of the fact that these metals are bringing
higher prices to-day thun they have ever
brought in the history of this State, we have
a unique opportunity to settle the Cloncurry
and other mining districts, and to extract
those metals under favourable conditions such
as may never occur again as far as Queens-
land is concerned. The reason that this has
not been done must be found in our Laboar
legislation—our industrial legislation. There
is no other explanation of the matter. Vou
cannot read the reports of the strikes in those
mining areas without coming to the conclu-
sion that industrial troubles are preventing
the development of mining properties, and
the production of those metals that are essen-
tial for the war and for the development of
Queensland. The Treasurer, we know. thor-
oughlv understands this matter, and T mav
sa¥ that if he and the Government can put
forward any proposal that will alter the
present .condition of things while vet there is
time, they will do something for the good of
Queensland.

The next item in the Speech has reference
to the Royal Commission appointed to in-
quire into the feasibility of manufacturine
iron and steel in Queensland. T am irclin~d
to think that that paragraph in the Speech
convicts the Government of a certain amount
of camouflage. Last session a Bill was irtro-
dinced dealing with this matter, and the
Government affected to drop it because the
Upper House had imposed certain limita-
tions and refused to authorise the Govern-
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ment to spend a greater sum than £150,000
on the commencement of such works. The
Speech says that the commission having—
“ recommended that steps be taken
to establish a State iron-smelting plant
c¢apable of producing pig-iron commer-
cially, and to test in bulk the iron ore
deposits of the State, the Department of
Mines has continued its investigations
into this mattor with a view to giving
effect to that recommendation.”
The Govermnent were so satisfied with the
interim report of the commission last year
that they introduced a Bill which gave them
unlimited authority, not only in the expen-
diture of money without the consent of Par-
liament, but also in the resumption of busi-
nesses and properties. Vet they had only
received an interim report, and they had not
made the investigations which they say they
ar» now making. Surely, then, that Bill was
intreduced for the purpose of throwing
okloquy on the Upper House and for election
purposes. The Government had not got the
final report of the comumission yet, and the
only recommendation the commission made
was that a sum of £5,000 should be expended.
The Upper House werc prepared last session
to authorise the Government to handle a
sum of £150,000 for this purpose, and yet
the Government went to the clectorates and
complained of the action of the Upper House,
as if it interfered in any degrec with the
intercsts of the State.

I trust that the Government will table the
industrial agreements which have been made
with certain branches of the public service,
including the teachers, police, prisons and
asylum employees, gencral officers, profes-
sional officers, and others. Since the Govern-
ment have shelved the reiponsibility of con-
trolling the public service, and have placed
it on the shoulders of the Arbitration Court,
it is a fair thing that we should have that
information. Here we have a (Government
purporting tq manage the affairs of the
country, and yet they escape the respon-
sibility of making the arrange:nents they
ought to make with their emplovees, and pass
that responsibility on to the judge of the
Arbitration Court, which they ought not to
do, no matter how qualified the judge may
be.

The TreasuriR: The agreements referred
to are made between the Ministers and the
associations concerned, not by the court.

Mr. MACARTNEY: That may be so,
but they are made under the compulsion
of the court.

The TREASURER: That is not so.

Mr. MACARTNEY: There is no agroe-
ment with the employees but what must go
before the Arbitration Court.

The TREASURER: They were nob consented
by the Arbitration Court.

Mr. MACARTNEY: Then we are to have
the report of the Royal Commission
appointed to investigate the working of the
Railway Department., I am sure we are all
particularly anxious to see that report.

Mr. Kiewan: You are not the only ones
who wish to see it.

Mr. MACARTNEY: We are anxious to
see it, because, no doubt, it will be an in-
teresting document, and I am sure it will
receive the consideration of every member
on this side of the House.

Mr. Kirwan: I am glad you are going to
give it consideration.

Mr. Macariney.]
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Mr. MACARTNEY : It has not been usual
in the past to indicate the introduction of a
Lozn Bill by referring to it in the Governor’s
Speech, and why reference is made to that
raatter here I am at a loss to understand.
A Loan Bill was passed a few
which gave the Government very la
rowing powers, and it is strange
should now be told that another Loan Bill
i3 necessary.

The Trmasuerr: Your own Government
nearly exhausted the powers given by that
Act.

Mr. MACARTNEY : That is not zo. We
LYnow that money which has been borrowed
has been used by the present Government for
the purchase of caitle stations without ths
authority of Parliament, and for other pur-
noses as well.

An interesting paragraph is one relating to
measures providing for social and temper-
ance reform. Unfortunately, we have got
no details, and therefore we can say very
little about it. We do not know whether it
i» to be an anti-shouting Bill or a 6 o'clock
slosing Bill. It would be interesting, per-
haps, if the Government gave the country

sore indication of their intentions
[4.30 p.m.] in that direction, as a bare refer-
ence to the question is not sabis-
factorr. It 1s not clear to the public what
is intended, and it looks more like unneces-
sary printing than anything else. We will,

therefore, have to hold back until the
information concerning these measures is
forthcoming.

The next paragraph =e come to is a veiled
threat to the Legislative Council. The
Legislative Council sre told that if they do
not do their duty which the Constitution has
imposed upon them, then something is going
to happen. All I can say is this, that I am
ore of those who honestly believe that the
Upper House has at all times done ity duty.

Mr. O’StrLivan: To vested interests.

Mr. MACARTNEY : It has done its duty
no matter what Government was in power.
We know that succeeding Governments have
heen checked in their legislation from time
to time until the Upper House has been
satisfied that the country desires the legis-
lation introduced by the party in power,

The PrevieR: They had the verdict of the
people with regard to this Government’s
legislation.

Mr. MACARTNEY : I do not quite under-
stand whst the verdict of the people means
in that sense.

The Preuier: They don’t seem to under-
stand it either,

Mr. MACARTNEY : When the Iron and
Steel Works Bill was befere the House, the
hon. gentleman said that the people wanted
an Tron and Steel Works Bill, while, as a
matter of fach, such a measure had never
bzen submitted to the people. Yet the hon.
gentleman tried to belabour the Upper
House because they did not pass that Bill.
1 do not know whether it would be a safe
proposition for the Government to undertake
the cstablishment of iron and steel works.
It might be a very profitable undertaking,
but surely to goodness there is a way of
finding that out. There is a way of both
Houses finding out. Opinions can be given
by members of both Houses that would con-
duce to the uscfulness and the propriety of
introducing a measure of that sort. I take it
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that the Upper House have done their duty
in conncction with that Bill. I am not pre-
pared to say that clections such as we
have gonc through justify the party iIn
power in introducing measures that will
upset the financial equilibrium of this State.
It is not the duty of the Upper House to do
thiat. They have got their duty to perform,
and it is our duty to encourage the Upper
House to perform that duty. I also think
it is a mistake to make use of the Governor’s
Speech for the purposa of putting words
into the Governor’s mouth which are pre-
semed to be the expressions of His Excellency.
It is contrary to any previous practice.

The Prexirr: Do you say that the Speech
is presumed to ‘be his own?

Kr. MACARTNEY: So far as we know
the practice is not to put words into ¥is
Iiwcellency’s mouth which the Governor would
not use himself.

The Prevee: Do you assume that he is in
favour of evervthing els: in the Speech?

My, MACARTNEY : We have a very long
list ¢f measurcs which the Government pro-
posa to introduce, and amongst others we
have the ilent Works Bill. Surely hon.
members opposite are not prepared to admit
that the Upper House rejected that Bill
unfairly when they only sought to introduce
three words into the Bill, namely the words
“on just terms.”’

Tho SEcre7ARY TOR PueLic INSTRUCTION:
Three vaguc words,

Mr. MACARTNEY : T must ask the hon.
geatleman to keep quiet in this connection,
cspecially when he talks about anything
being vague. Then we have the Brisbane
Tramways Fares Bill and the Brisbane Tram-
ways Purchase Bill. We saw these Bills last
session, but there was no discussion upon
them. It is quite clear what is the object of
these Bills, These measures are not to the
credit of hon, members opposite. It does
not bring credit upon any party that intro-
duces such legislation. Flowever, we will
have an opportunity of dealing with these
Gills Ister on in tha scssion. Then we come
to the City of Brisbane Bill. Iun referring
to this measure, I might be permitted to
depart from the usual practice, not to discuss
a measure until it has been introduced and
submitted to us in the ordinary way. I would
saggest to the hon. gentleman in charge of
that Bill that it might be submitted to a
committee of the House. We could have
on that committee men specially conversant
with local authority matters. They would
b able to pick out those clauses which are
wore or less formal, and we could put them
out of the way at once, and it could be left
to the House itself to deal with the matters
about which, perhaps, both sides come into
conflict.  If we take the whole Bill as it was
presented last session, and go through it
clause bv clause, then it will be an almost
impassible task., Then there is a Public
Works Standing Committee Bill proposed.
There is no indication what this standing
committee is going to be. Is it going to be
a committee like that suggested in the Bar-
caldine speech of three years ago—a committee
of experts—or is it going to be a committee
of political giants?

The PREMIER: A committes of standing.

Mr., MACARTNEY: It would not be a

committee of standing if the hon. gentleman
himself was not on it. (Laughter.) Although
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a committee of experts was suggested in the
Barcaldine speech, we find that when the
committec was appointed it was composed of
members representing entirvely the Govern-
ment side of the House. If any complaint
is made of the fact that no member from
this side of the House has taken a seat on
that coiamittze, I msy say that personally I
cannot sce what advantage a member of this
#:ide would have in taking his scat on that
committes.  The members from this zide
would be in a minor and they wwould have
to tike the instructions of thL caucus, jusb
as the Cmelnm(‘nt has to do. and no "bene-
ficial xosult would nr}se from it w hatovcr
Howoever, if the Bill to he Intloduc,d is such
that we con approve of it—i fance,
we arc going to refer all pub‘lc mutte : to
an independent tribunal—a fairly indepsndent
boald of experiz—then the Government are
going to Lave support from this side of the
House.

The PreMier: Do I infer from vour re-
marks tnat th(* Oppusition will not apnoint
any members from that side to take a scat
on the committec?

Mr. MACARTNEY :
s eide
srion

I I said that mombers
did not tzke a scat on the
appointsd by the hon. gentle-

man. I said nothing more than that. I
IIOUC"“ that it i3 pmpo: d to introduce a
Constitution Act Amendmert Bill. I do

not know if that refers to the proposed aboli-
tion of another Chamber, or if it refers to
an inerease in salaries.  An interest
dividual gave the Press, the othm d
intimpation that an Increase of T
wia: going to be introduced b' a 'ntmber
of the Opposition. T can eay that 1 have
the authority of every member on this side
to say that no such individual exiits, an:
uo such information was given by a mcmbor
on this side. ’

B

&1 IxIP\\ AN: I saw it ‘In the MMelbourna
ge.’

Mr. MACARTNEY: No doubt, vou got
the information sent everywhere. (Laugh-

tor.)

My, KIRw! AN Can vou say that the * Bris-
bane Couricr’ dpd not send it to the Mel-
bourne *¢ Age”

Mr. MACARTNEY: I notice there ix g
Supreme Court Act Amcadment Bill pro-
posed.  The hon. member whe moved thn

adoption ol the Address in Reply #id he
hoped that the Bill would mean the retive
me nt of the judges. We know that hon.
members opposite deal with these matters in
cuucus, and the hon. member who made
that remark was quite aware of the contents
of the Bill. At any rate, it is only from
what the hon. meinker has said that we can
infer what the contents of this Supreme
Court Bill ave. I do not propose to say
too muich sbout it now, but it would be a
misfortune if our friends on the other side
should interfere with the fountain «f justice.
The fountain of justice is provided for the
protection of uil sections of the community—
men of all views and men of all croeds—and
if we begin to alter or violate that fountain,
then we are going to intarfere with one Of
the strongest pillars of likerty that we
POEEEsS., am not going to say anything
personal at the present time in 1cga1d to the
trend of legislation on the part of this
Government in relatien to the Industrial
Arbitration Court and the proceedings that
have taken place within the last few months.

<
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Those proceedings ave sub judice at the pre-
sent moment, and I do not propose to say
anything further just now, bubt to cxpress
tho hor)e that the Covernment will not
lightly ‘enter into such a proposition as was
suzgested by the mover of the Address in
R»ply

QepostrioN MEMBER: : Hear,

Hr. MOORE (dubigay): I also wish to
congrafulate the mover and seconder of the
Address i Reply. 1 certainly think the
mover, in particular, expressed his views
very clearly, and he made ono staterient
with which I was particularly struck. He
d!d not say that in a large numbsar of eleo-
itos the policy of the party that he repre-
son for their oleciion, but
o osatd it wa a reraliatory vote. I
thoroughly realise, and most hon. members
te realise, that it was a rectaliatory
voto, and consequently I think we may bo
pardoned for mthor resenting the wa» in
which the clections were carvied out at a
time when that retzliation was probably
going to be stronger than it would have besn
at another time. A definite statement like
that is something that should be taken note
of, because it is rather a pc\ulmr thing to
be proud of winning an clestion practically
on_ s retaliatory vote. One would think the
pohcv put be’ore the community for their
benefit would be what they sould vote on,
and not because of somcthing somebody else
did, with which we have no conncetion what-
ever.
The PREMIER:

hesy !

Wus & res

Wou are under a mizappre-

hension. That wes an additional rcason for
the vote.
Mr. MOORIE: The Plemier may say it

was an additional reason for the wvote, but
T am only giving tho remavks of the mover
of the Address in Reply, who represents one
of those clectorates.

I also wish to agree with that part of the
Speech which malkes reference to the war.
At the present time it certainly scems to me
out of place that we should here with a
large amount of contentious lsgislation be-
fore us when we do not know whether it is
going to be of any use at all. We do not
know how things arc going to turn out.

My, Camrter: How do you know it is con-
tentious ?

Mr. 2IOORE: There is no doubt about the
contentiousnes: of a large amount of this
legislation. We have Bills mcentioned in the
Speech that wers thrown out before, and in
regard to which a majority of the people
of Quecnsiand expressed their dicapproval.

My, CarTER: No.

Mr. MOORE: Did not they have an
opportunity to express their approval or
disapproval of the Upper House? How did
they express it? By a 60,000 majority in
favour of the Upper House and yet hon.
members opposite say there is no conten-
tious legislation foreshadowed. Take the
Local Authorities Bill. We know that it is
going to be an extension of the franchise,
and do we not know that the members of the
local authorities expressed unanimous dis-
approval of the proposal? The Premier af
one time said that those people who sat on
local authorities were the most conservative
men he ever had the misfortune to be con-
nected with. If conservatism is synonymous
with honesty and fair play, then they are
conservative. They have expressed their

Mr. Moore.]
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dirapproval of the proposal, and expressed it
in unanswerable termsz, and it is only a fair
thing, when you have absolute unanimity of
opinion such as that, that some notice of
it should be taken by the Government. After
all, they are elected by the ratepayers and
they have a right to have their views re-
spected. If the Government are desirous of
widening the frunchise, why not have a
referendum on the matter?

A GoversMENT MEMBER: It is the will of
the people.

Mr. MOORME: The will of the people!
When it is_in your favour it is all right,
but tho will of the people, when it goes
against you, is to be swept on one side.

I would like to quote an advertisement in
the ¢ Agricultural Journal’’ in reference to
the State Produce Agency, because, to my
mind, the whole prosperity of Queensland
is wrapped up in this question. 'The adves-
tisement is as follows:—

“ QUEENSLAND STATE PRODUOE AGENCY.

“ Realising that primary production
is the mainstay of all new countries, that
agriculture is not only a prime factor in
development but is at the present time
vital to national safety, the Government
is determined to do everything possible
for the man on the land.

That agency is only one little side issue and
1s not going to bring about an incresse in
agriculture in Queensland.

Mr. CarreR: The farmers think, so.

Mr. MOORE: The farmers do not think
so. You have only to go round the country
at the present time to see how little cultiva-
tion there 15; how much less wheat has been
putb in this year than was put in previously.
I would like to mention somathing about this
wheat business, because I rcalise something
more has to be (tilone in the way of increasing
an:

agriculture increasing settlement in
Queensland. At the present time it is going
down. I know areas in my own district that

have gone out of cultivation merely because
there was no 'stability of market and the
whole business has been unprofitable.

Mr. PrreRsON: Do not the Federal Go-
vernment control the wheat output?

Mr. MODRE: They did not control it last
vear.

Mr. PrreRSON: Yes.

Mr. MOORE: No. I will read somcthing
for the hon. member's benefit to show
whether the Federal Government controlled

it or not. I will read from one of Mr.
Ryan’s speeches last year. He said—

“ Last year, when the farmers came to
the Government it offered them a wheat
pool, but because of the attitude of Mr.
Barnes, of Warwick, and Mr. Grayson,
and that of other ‘so-called farmers
representatives,” they could not agree,
and the offer of the CGovernment was
turned down. The farmers, to a large
extent, were placed at the mercy of the
the millers.”

The Premir: Is that Cecil Roberts’s
speech? (Government laughter.)

Mr. MOORE: “The farmers, to a large
extent, were placed at the mercy of the
millers.”

Mr. CartER: Is that not true?
[#r. Moore.
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Mr. MOORE: Whose fault was it? Had
Mr. Grayson an opportunity of forming a
wheat pool? Had Mr. Barnes an oppor-
tunity of forming a wheat pool? There was
only one man in Queensland who had an
opportunity of forming a wheat pool, and
what did he do? He shuffled and shuffled,
trying to make political capital out of it,
and then he went up to Toowoomba and
tried to blame the unfortunate farmers.
Here is a pamphlet written by an individual
who wanted to know on what side MMr. Ceeil
Roberts stood; on what side Mr. George
Carter stood. Did he do anything to help
{c)hc farmers to get a wheat pool? Not a
bit,

Mr. CarTeER: VYeu

Mr. 3IOORE: He did absolutely nothing.
He was absolutely a curiosity.

The SPEAKER: Ovder! T understand
the hon. member referred to another hon.
member as ‘“a curiosity.” I hope the hon.
member will use parliementary language,
and I ask him to withdraw the expression.

Mr. MOORE : I withdraw, Mr. Speaker;
it was the pamphlet that was the curicsity,
as it was written in such an artful manner.
The Premier was the one man Whp, at the
time, had an opportunity of giving us a
wheat pool.

Mr. Prrersox : Did your party agree?

Mr. MOORE: Did we agree to widen the
franchize of the local authorities?  Of
course not. That docs not count. He knew
that agriculture was declining, and he knew
it was absolutely necesary for spmcthmg to
be done to have stability of prices, and he
did absolutely nothing. It is almost bevond
belief that he should get on the platform
and say it was our fault.

Mr, BrENNAN : The Premier offercd them d
pool.

Mr. MOORE: He did nothing of the sort.
Was the hon. member for Toowoomba any-
where about at the time? Was he on any
deputation? Did he know anything about
it?

Mr. Brexyax: Evidently I know more
about it than you do.

The PrEMIER: Didn’t the hon. member for
Warwick oppese a pool?

Mr., CorseEr: Did you offer it?

Mr. MOORE: Did the hon. member for
Warwick have an opportunity of granting a
peol? Not at all! The Premier said in his
speech at Toowoomba that the farmers were
left at the mercy of the millers, and they were
undoubtedly left at the mercy of the millers.

Mr. Free: Didn’t he ask them to agree
amongst themselves first, and they could not
do it?

Mr. MOORE: The Premier thought there
was an opportunity of catching a few votes,
and he was anxious to know which way the
cat jumped before making up his mind, and,
because it sulted his purposes—berause there
was a little disagreement—he did nothing. I
say some stability has got to be offered on a
market for wheat to encourage the farmers
to increase the area under cultivetion. When
you see how little land is being cultivated,
surely the reason is obvious. The position has
been realised in the other States. There
they have been given a guarantee of a mini-
mum price for their wheat.

A GoverNueENT Memser: What did the
Prime Minister do in New South Wales?
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Mr. MOORE: In New South Wales the
State Ministry guaranteed a minimum price
of 4s. per bushel at the railway station. What
has the Government done in Queensland?
According to the Premier himse'f, they have
smmlv left the farmers at the mercy of the
miller

The PRE'\HER At the mercy of the pre-
tended farming representatives.

Mr. MOORE: The Premier is trying to
shufie out of the position to suit himself,

The PREMIER : The middlemen I attacked.

Mr. PETERSON : Are you and the hon. mem-
ber for Warwick agreed on the question now?

Mr. MOORE: The question is whether we
want to encourage the growing of wheat in
Queensland, I do not think that we are doing
anything to encourage it at present. Three
years ago, when the Premier was standing for
election, he said—

¢ Any impartial person who troubles to
compare Queensland agricultural stabis-
ties with those of the other States will
realise the disabilities and hardships
under which our agriculturists labor in
colmpam wn with their brethren else-
vhere

What has he done to remedy that? He has
gone back instead of going forward, and I
think it iz time the Government realised
that we want to encourage agriculture. We
have large areas of land; we have people
wanting to zettle on the land. In the adver-
tisement of the State Produce Agency they
say food is an absolutely vital nccessity to
the Empire at the present time. Surely
then the Government should have some
zuggestion to offer whereby the area of land
under cultivation can be increased. The
Government have the position at their finger
ends; they know the financial position and
the position of wheatgrowing in the State,
and they should say, “We will taks the
matter in hand. We will fix a price for all
the wheat that you can grow,” in order to
encourage pnople to grow wheat. We do
not want to continue in the position of hav-
ing to import wheat {frorm the other States
when we could grow it oursclves.

Mr. Cartrr: When the Government took
your wheat in 1916 you accused them of
stealing it.

Mr. MOORE:
ing our butter.

Mr. BEZBINGTON:
did steal our butter.

The SPEAKER: Order! Order!

Mr. MOORE: In this characteristic little
speech that the Premier made to the farmers
at Toowoomba he went a little further in
regard to butter. When the hon. member
for Port Curtis was talking about butter
last session, he said—

“He wanted to point out that, despite
the fact that butter was bnnglng a
higher price in the old country, and
that the price was_ fixed in London at
229s., the farmers’ butter in Queensland
was being sold by the Nationalist
Government of the Commonwealth at
146s. per owt.—151s. less 3% per cent.,
which reduced it to 146s. The cost of
overiea transport would be equivalent to
about 26s., making the commodity 176s.
Who was getting the difference?

‘“ Mr. Bebbington: And your Minister
gave 140s,

We accused them of steal-

And rightly so. 'They
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“Mr. CartEr: Who was getting the
difference between 176s., the cost in Lon-
don, and 229s.? Yet hon. members oppo-
site—who professed to be studying the
farmers’ interests—had nothing to say
when the National Federal Government,
which they had returned to power, took
their butter at 151s., less 3% per cent., or
equivalent to 146s. a cwt., and sent it to
England, where it was sold at 229s.”

He made an insinuation that someone was
cetting the difference.
My, CarrER: So somcone was.

Mr. MOORE: A little while previously,
when there was a shortage of butter in Aus-
tralia—there was a good market for Queens-
land butter—it was Seized in Quennsland at
a fixed

price.  When thire was a glus,
and the Government were st their wits
end and did not know what to do, and

there was talk in the papers about closing
up the dairying industry, what did the
Snercetary for Agriculture or the Govern-
ment do? They rzn round like a mother-
less foal and did absolutely nothing but
talk about previous Governments. There
was an 1n\1num‘on about soineone getting a
commission. The farmers 1homselves through
their co-operative companies, took hold of
the situstion. They sent down representa-
tives to MMelbourne at their own cxnense and
made a deal with the Imperial Government
thirough the Federal Government for a direct
sale, “and they were congratulated in the
press of Australia on their entnprl% They
were to get 151s. per cwt., leas 31 prr cent.

Nir. CArTER: What about the difference?

3r. MOORT: If you read the agrsement
that was published in the papers you will be
able. to find out.

Mrp. Cartrr: The Federal authorities could
not tell me thes other day.

Mr. MOORE: The Premier said at Too-
\\oomba—

“ At the present time there was a dif-
forence of 5ls. between London parity
and the price secured here by dairymen
for their butier fat. The middleman
was getting the difference.”

There is the answer to the hon. member’s
question. It was sold direct to the Imperial
authoritics for the troops at a fixed price.
If anv of it was not required for the troops
it was to be sold for private consumption,
and one-half of the profits was to go to the
producers in Australia.

Mr. CirTER: Where does the other half
go to?

Mr. MOORE: It will probably go to the
Foderal Government or the British Govern-
ment, who are conducting the pool Seeing
they take the risk, they are surely entitled
t 1t

Mr. Cinter: What warrant have you for
ssying that the producers are getting half
of the profits? The farmers are not getting

1t.

Mr. MOORE: Of course they have not got
it yet. The pool is not ﬁnﬁhed wot. They
cannof geot it until the pool is finished. When
it is finished, 50 per cent. of the profits will
co to the producem I think it is an excep-

tionally good deal that the pro-

[6 p.m.] ducers themselves made. They

were forced into the pesition, and
the Government did not help them. Then we
have misleading statements made to the
country by the leader of the Government,
which, I think, is a poor way to go about

Mr. Moore.]
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the matter, and very unfair.
should be helped.
co-operation aio
should receive heiy
inst
made,
There i# another thing I want to speak of
in rerevd to ccuntry matters, and that is
the question of rouds. The Plemicr, in a
previous elecsion, laid stress in his policy
speech on the necessity for good roads.
4 Mr. Cirzzr: What did your Government
09
2ir. MCORE:
bern

These people
‘We want to encourage
t our farmers, and they

from the Government
d of those mislending statements being

What hes your Go
for the last threc ye
Premier szid the roads were to
in hand, He stited—
“It is recoguised that in many parts
of the State where our st fertile land
s situated, one of the greatedt difficul-
\m(‘} ihn carly scttlers are
ssibility of their land
resds,  This difficulty
will endeavour to over-
corze by having roads constructad from
the nearest railwey into all areas of
land throwr open for selestion.”

syninent
ars? The
be taken

the L'mf‘r mliv

The position is getting worse instead of
better. \Vhon you #oo w is going on in
other State: thro h a p >

subject, it will be recognised thst something

will have to be done in Queenslnnd. In
Victoria £500.000 was pat aside to be spent
on rosds in the country districta.

My, CsnrTER: You have evideatly not been
on the country roads there.

Mr. MOORE: I have. 1 also went to the
Roads Ofiice in ue’boume, and found that
with the decreased ccst of haulage the ex-
perditure vas proving a good investment to
the State., Lards which were usod as sheep

5 orizinally in thet State, owing to the
chcap haula made possible by good roads,
are now heing settled. It is an eyc-opener
to go thera amd see what good roads will
do for a place. It is the same in Tasmonia,

which i3 a poor ecountry compared with
A

Queensland; good rrads have rmade that
ceuntry prosperous by causing cheaper haul-

age. L 1a‘c is something which will he
be done in Qusens land.
Iocased at distances from a railway,
and, with very difficult country to Cross,
they canno? get their crops to market. \Vc
must make good roads sc that they can get
their produce to market I have inspectod

vy to
We have settlers

D

land put aside for reiurned soldiers, and in
some cases the land is good, but it is sbso-
lutely inaccessible

Mr. BRexNeN: Where wus that?

Mr. MOOR®E: It is in the Cooyar district.
The part I refer to is about 8 miles from

a railway, and it Wnuld ba
for the settlers to get their produce away
to market, That is nc)t only the position in
that disvict but in places all through the
State. When the Premier toured the State,
the matter swas brought before hiz notice,
and he said that the Government would have
to do something with regard to roads

The P=2EpMIER: Are you complaining about

quite impossihic

what I ?
Mr. MOORE: No, but at your want of
action, and at mno refcrence being wade to

it in the Spesch.

A GoveryMENT MEMBER: What have the
divisional boards in your district done ?

Mr. MOORE: They do what they can.
Unfortunately, the ficld of taxstion has been

[Mr. Moore.
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so much encroached upen br the State and
Federal Governments that tliey arc not in a
position to get the funds.
Hon. W. M. GILLIES:
what they did raize,

Mr. MOORE: It is all ve Ly well for a
man vho siis cn the {ront beuch to say that
A money. It was a very difficuls
with the small revenue they had o
feeep ug the large arca of rowsis. In cur
district we have about &,500) miles of road,
and about £3,000 or .{,‘4 000 to keep them up.
The sve in e country like
i ble roads

;& matier

And they wasied

. Foll mnrg
’s Barcaldine sp
1 to #uc something io

tha Preny
have Lk

show that
the Government were going to mak2 s stavs.

The Prrvuin: 1

made roferonce to i in

the Townaville speach.
MOORE : VYou have not made refer-
to it in the Governor’s Spceech. To

me it is onc of the most important things in
Quesnsland.

Next to roads, one of the most important
thn‘) is the prickly-pear qus Jtlon, which is

tting more anud IOTe £ ‘moua, and I should
le to see something de finite dene. IL is no
usee merely talking about what is going to
nappen.  When you ses country which was
zept fres the previous Governmieut, and
up to t years ago, now being allowesd to
be overrun with pear, one wonders what is
going to ke the end of it. I kn thb
country per onaily which was kept free by
the ]a. t Governmont through the prr'ndltulc
of large suws of monsy, and the local
authorities had tc keep their parts of it
free, and it 1s a disgrace to see that country
now going back to pear. BSurely it is the
duty of the present Government to spend
a little more money to kesp that country in
the good condition it has been kept in rather
than let it go mto pear? It is getting into
that country, and is going to affect not only
the private owner but the (rown, becauss it
i3 timber country, and once you let the pear
get into a timber area, that 15 the ead of it.
It would be a more logitimate thing to spend
noney to keep the pear in check than on
enterpriszes that are not going to bung in
the sama revenus to the State as this expen-
diture will later on. Hverybody who travels
about the country. must recognise what a
menace the prar is becoming, and unlsss
some steps are taken, Qucenqland will prac-
tically be ruined. Men are ve*t;ng less and

ss wiiling to take up prickly-pear country,

gnd an attempt should be ‘made to keep
auntry eclean tbat is now clean, especially
vwhen monesr is being spent in so man

other ways.

I rhowld like slso to put in a word for
uniformity in collecting of taxaticn.
Farmers az,;l producers find a great difliculty
ir. making up these =oparate returns.  Sarely
some agreesnent could be made with the
Commonwealth for s uniform retnrn to be
rade out once a year, instaad of having to
malko out double forms twice a year.

The Premirn: That is a question which
has bien gone into.

Mr. MOORE:
it in the Specch.

The Premizr: It was dealt with at the
Treasurers’ Conference.

T do not see anything about



Address in Reply,

Mr. MOORE : This rhould be made a live
question, and not ecne merely for academical
discussion at a confereémce. It is a great
hardship to a larges number of farmers to
have to make out theso returns, and I know
sors who, in my opinion, are pav'nv more
than the ought {o pay through ignorancs,
It =hould be made as ‘lv‘lplb as possible, and
onlf-‘ onc foria should he required to be
made out. At the present time it is certainly
a hawiship.

Now, I just want to mention the guestion
of railways—of course, because, naturally, it
is o vital onec to an a011cul ural constituency.
We hope for aonmtmng better through this
report which is to be made by the commis-
sion, but 1 am afraid some better means of
admmwtmtmn will have to be found. What
do’ we find in connection with dairying? We
find the farmers encouraged to acrate their
milk; we find them doing cverything to kecp
it clean; we find it paid for by grade, and
very often their labour is dustroyed by tha
unsuitable trucks by which it 1= brous
dovn. It is dirty, and arrives in a heatod
condition-—n0 ice, perhaps, at all, and very
often not even in a cool truck. It is hard
that men should be encouraged, bullicd
almost into doing these things to get their
produce in geod eondition, only to find that
their cficrts are nullified by want of srstem
in the Reilway Derartment, or sant of
trucks to get it to market in geod condition.
It has been brought up here time aftor time.
You hcar the butter graders in Brisbane say
it is owing to its being heated in transit. I
think that the farmers arc entitled to some
nreater co? ration, to more trucks, or to
Lo I think if they
pav the r*te for cool trucks they are entitled
to have them properly insulated ard made
cool by ice instead of having the produes
carried in such a way that it errives in Bris-
hane in such a condition that they not only
lose points, but the grade is sometimes
bmught down to sccond, and they lore money
in conseruonce. This is a matter that wants
the attention of this Government or
Government. The trouble has boen going on
for a long time, not only latelr. I know of
a case where butter was hrought down to
sceond grade, being of bad texture throurh
being overboated. Tt was taken over to the
wharf to he loaded, and owing to a dispute
tetween two men all the wharf labourers
went out, and it cost about £120 for taxis to
take it back to the store and restore it. The
farmers just had to bear the hrunt and pay
the expepse. In cazes like that it should be
the dutv of the Government to soe that at a
time like this a hoat that is able to take
dairy produce does not go away from Brls-
bane without taking it simply because of
some paltry disnute—Tt don’t think the men
knew themselves what it was about. It seems
an unfair thing thst aericulturists shonld
be treated in such a war as that, and I wish
to ses some improvement made by which they
“111 bhe able to get t%en‘ produce to markot
in nroper cool trucks. in the condition in
which it leaves the factory. The control
should not ce when it le'lvoq the factory,
bhut should t0  continue in the Rallwav

enartment.  If thoy sre going to misman-
age @ public utility, then thnv should nay
damases the same as the mer has to pay
when h= is guilty of neglect. All these things
are going to increase production, and if they
are not attended to moductlon is going to
decrease; and I think it is 1ecogmsed by

any
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everybody that in a State like Queensland
an increase of production is absolutely essen-
tial.

I should like to mention that taxation is
becoming heavy, very hmuy, on certain swce
tions of the community that are hardly in a
position to bear it. Pricos are high at the
present time, I know, but you have also to
fale into cousideration the high cest of pro-
ductien. In many of our factories and other
cocunatisns in the country the cost of pro-
duction hss increosed more than in propor-
tion to the increase in the price of the pro-

duce. Machinery has increased tremendously,
bags have gone up, and other things have

Fone up enmbxou*!y, and many men are hard
put to it to know how to meet all the
demands that are coming upcn them, And
whoen we sec, as we do, more taxstion to be
inevitable from the ¥Fedoral Government,
then it behoves the Government to leok round
to ser whet here is not some wayv whereby
this burden of taxation can be lightened.

My, Camrrer: And yet you went public
roads built !

Mr. MOORE : That is going to lighten the
burden—anzything that is going to dcerease
the cost of tran:it, anvthing that is going to
enahle thom to got their produce to market
more easiiy and mors ch(‘aplv

Mr. Cantrr: Do yeu think
built for nothing?

Mr. MOORE: No, but I think it is wize
mditure, and I think that there is a lot
When
agriculture is going back
tond of coming on, then I think the Go-
rnnient should take me notice, and it
ﬂ]om»d mada a special part of their pro-

hor

they can be

which is not wise at the present time.
vou

know that

sramme 4o sse that some remedy is found for
the position. Dealing with agricultur
ehruld be one of the en parts of the work

instead of being left out of
the party programme altogether. A lot of
Rills arc mentioned. but I do not <cc any
that are going to be of use to tha farmer.
Tyaxation is heavy. and the farmer has got to
find the mouey. Prices are not alwars going
to stry a+ ther are, and the cost of produc-
tion i3 mounting un o high that very often
there 1« verv litfle balance left. Thore scems
to he no effort to see that they get bags or
twine or other things that they require at a
c¢heaper rate. T krow from nersomnal exneri-
orire that the difficulties that they are meet-
ing are indneing some of them to give un and
oo in for plain weages, Some means will have
ta he found by which these neovle will e
ahle to inercase their produetion, and by
which more ‘ﬂenplo will he enconraged to go
on the Iand than at nresent. Now. whercver
vou go. the erv is that it does nob pay, and
the cost of produecing is ton hich.

2r. CorLixs
out of ihe wer,

Mr, MTOORT: We have gof tn pav for if
Tater on. and the meanev has get tn be found,
Wo know the State taxation and the Federal
taxation has gt to be heavv, and T want to
ane people put in the position of being able
to nsv it and net foreed into the position
of having to go hack instead of going for-
ward.

T dn not see mweh in the Speech about
education. T should like to see a greater
amount of moner made available.

Mr. Cantez : More money should be spent,
and no taxation!

of the session,

W are getting no dividends

Mr. Moore.]

~
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Mr. MOORE : The money should be spent,
becaus?, at the pretent time in many cases,
the children are sadly overcrowded. Repeated
applications have been made for help, bub
the ery always is, “ No money available.” I
have half a dozen instances in which the
children are overcrowded, and I think it is
only right and fair that more moncy should
be mado availsble for such purposes instead
of being spent on State enterprises, such as
£60.000 for the State fish shops—which are
not going to be of the same benefit to the
faturs of Queensland as those kiddies. I
know of a case in which a school was built
for twenty-four childrsn, and the average
attendance now is 159. We expect better
conrideration as far as the country districts
are converned. I do not object to money
Leing spert on school buildings in  other
places, but T say that school buildings in the
country are sadly in need of being incréased
in size.

At the present time, unless you belong to a
particular party, you do not get the con-
sideration you ought to receive. and people
who are arranging « show for educational
purposes, and who ask the Railway Depart-
ment for a special train for the convenience
of visitors, have to put up a guarantec before
that special train will be run, while in other
cases “ix or eight persons can get a special
train for their convenience without providing
anv guarastes,

Tha Prrugri: Where is a special train
sent for six or eight people?

Mr. MOORE: To Ellangowan. There
might be a dozen people, and there is no
gunrantee asked for in that casze, but if an
agricultural show is organised for educa-
tions! purposes and to get people to go into
the country and emulate what producers
are doing, the promoters of the show have to
find a gnarantee for a special train. = If
one set of persors have to put up a guar-
antce, then all persons who get special trains
should do the same thing.

. The Preyrzr: Is this some new practice
introduced by the prosent (lovernment?

AMr. BTOORE : Well, it was not introduced
by the old Government., This is the first
time that the people I refar to hrve been
asked to put up a guarantee. However, I
trust that as we have started the session
carly, we shall finish early, though I am
afraid that if we have to deal with all the
Rills mentioned in the Speech we shall be
here, not only the rest of this year, but
part of next year as well. I do not wish fo
take up anyv further time, and I shall con-
clude by asking the Government to recognise
that agriculture in Queensland is deserving
of better treatment and more encouragement
than it has received from the Government in
the past, that better means of transit should
be supplied for produce so that it will not
deteriorzte, and that the farmers should be
guaranteed a market for their wheat.

Mr. BEBBINGTON (Dravton): Like other
members, I must congratulate the mover
and scconder of the Address in Reply. About
the Governor’s Speech, there may be different
opinions. It is very difficult to grasp what
the Sneech means, but one thing is certainly
absent from it. There is no proposal to
encourege increased production. There is
not a single word on this subject. Hvery-
one admits that increased production is neces-
sary, but in this Speech there is not one
word about a living wage to the man on the

[#r. Moore.
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land—the producer. Neither is there any
measure on the statute-book which gives to
the producer tho produce of his labour. Every
moasure that has been placed on the statute-
book has tended to restrict production in
every part of Queensland.

2y, Breynan: How can you say that
when the number of cheese factories has
increased so greatly?

Mr. BERBINGTON : The reason we have
more cheose factories throughout Queensland
than we had formerly is that there has been
co-operative effort among the farmers, and
these factories have been established in spite
of bad laws and bad administration by the
presert Government.

Mr. Kirwiy: What about Victoria, where
they have your party in power? Things are
rotten there. '

Mr. BEBBINGTON: This Speech iz all
mere camouflage. (Government laughter.)
Mr. CarrEr: That is a new word,

Wr. BEBBINGTON: Tt is a ncew Word,
but it is not a new practice. The Speech is
intended to cover up the practices of the
party opposite—to cover up their destructive
methods and their aims and objects in the
future. If we want to get at what the real
Tabour socialist party 5mean we must go
right away from the Speech to the fountain
head, the Labour socialist counference. T
am going to prove that it is mere hypocrisy
for any Minister or any member on that side
of the House to go to an agricultural show,
or any fanction connected with the advq(’a(‘v
of incressed production, and wish that insti-
tution success, when every man on that side
iz sworn to destroy our industries.

Several members interjecting,

The SPEAKER said: Order! I must ask
hen, mersbors to refrain from interjections.
If ther do not allow the hon. member to
make his speech in his own way I shall have
to meontion their names to the House.

“fr. BERBINGTON: Hon. members will
admit

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber must address me, and not members of
the Chamber.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I am sure you, Sir,
with vour large experience, will admit that
the first plank in the Labour socialist plat-

form is the nationalisation of the

[5.30 p.m.] means of production and ex-

change. I will read an extract
from the “ Worker”” of 7th February, 1918,
page 12. The writer of this article used
these words, and he does not want any mis-
understanding—
¢« Demember the definition of socialism
and there can never be any doubt as to
what are the aims and ambitions of
socialists.  Private ownership of the
mesns of production, distribution, and
exchange must be abolished, and all three
brought under democratic control.”

I will go further. I will go right to the
conference, to the masters of members sitting
opposite, to the Premicr’s master. The gen-
tleman I refer to sits in the Upper Iouse.
He is Mr. Demaine, a member of the Legis-
lative Council. He was president of the
conference, and he is the boss. IIr. Speaker,
I will read one or two extracts from the
speech made by Mr. Demaine, but_you prob-
ably know it all off by heart. (Laughter.)
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I know they are your aims and objects, and
what you are working for. Let me quote
Mr. Demaine’s words—

“ ATMS AXD ASPIRATIONS.

“ And now, what of the =aims and
aspirations of our grand Labour-Socialist
movement generally? There are some
signs of differences and misunderstand-
ing between the political and industrial
sections which should not be, and would
not e if the position was rightly under-
stood.””

Tlere are the aims and objects—

“ We need first to make the movement
more definitely socialistic to have our
people realise that Labour objects and

ideals are more than high wages and
shorter hours.”

I want the people in my district to realise
what this means. I want them to get the
facts. During the recent clection I never
mentioned my opponent’s name that I know
of, and neither did I quote anything that
I could not bear out by official figures and
documents.

Mr. BSroprorD: What are you quoting
from?
Mr BEBBINGTON: From the address

of the president of the Labour conference,
He sags—

“ Labour ideals are more than high
wages. These are, of course, nccessary
during the transition period from wage-
dom to freedom, but the ideal, the
abolition of the wages system, and the
substitution of common ownership and
control of industry for the common good
must be kept more before the people
than it has been.”

If we have the abolition of the wages system
and the adoption of common ownership, and
the nationalisation of all the means of pro-
duction, distribution and exchange, then
what have we got left? The “ Worker” of
Tth February, page 12, says
“ There is no intention of nationalising

tooth brushes. There is no intention of
making tooth brushes common property.”

It scems that that is about all a man will
have left to him. All that is to be left to
a ruan is his footh brush.

Mr. Srtorrord: What about the children
working on the farms?
3r. BEBBINGTION: The children have

to work to keep the hon. gentleman in cheap
food.

Mr. STOPFORD :
sweat them

Mr. BEBBINGTON : Mr. Demaine further

satd-—

But therg is no need to

“THE NEED oF CLASS-CONSCIOUSNESS.

“Une of the educational needs of the
hour iz to briug the workers to a fuller

lizntion of the need for a greater class-
cousciousness amongst them. The fond
hope that some of them have that thew
may become employers and exploiters of
labour in due course must be dispelled,
Gt Ty LU iy bt U vesd Oy Pusdsmia
identity of interest batween employer and
cmplovess must be driven into their
minds.”’

Talk about industrial peace! Do you cver
expect any understanding to be arrived at
when statcments are made like that? Do
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you ever expect any prosperity in a State
where pructically the head of the Govern-
ment uses words like that, and when he tells
the working men to dismiss from their minds
any thought of becoming bosses and never
think of it any more. They are told to
naver think of becoming their own masters,
and never think of their independence at all.
The working men are told ‘“All we have to
do is to destroy capital; destroy the man
who employs you; destroy his credit; de-
stroy cverything.” These are not my words,
but the words of their own bues. These are

tha words of the musn who rules them and
vwhoro biddizg they have got to do. He

further says—

“We cannot have a true democracy
until capitalism is overthrown, and only
a class-conscious people can do the over-
throwing.  Therefore, we must have
Labour class-couscious and imbued with
the knowledge that only by the com-
munalization, or socialisation of capital,
can the interests of Labour and capital

become identizal.”

1lere we have naked and unashamed the
whole of the aims and objects of the party
opposite.  They can put what they like into
the Governor’s Speech and do what they like
to hide their ideals, but here they are placed
before the people in the speech of their pre-

sident, If you tske away all the means of
production and exchange, what have you
left? A man’s horses, cattle, implements,

and everything else are all means of pro-
duction, and if all these things are taken
away and nationalised, what has the farmer
left? What about the man who has been
working for wears and years and making
sacrifices to make himself a home if he is
told “We are going to nationalise your
means of production and we are going to
make vou share with vour mneighbour who
hes got nething at all.” We know what
naticnalisntion means, I will show you
how the speech of the president was approved
by tho party oppesite, and also by the Pre-
nrier himself.

Mr. CoLrixg:
it all

Mr. BEDBINGTON: This is what the
Promier said with regard to the president’s
speech—

“%Ir. T. J. Ryan (Premier) says that
he had listened with pleasure to the pre-
vident’s sddress, and he would like to add
hiz  personal appreciation of ¢Billy’
TDemaine. who had ever been the back-
bene of the Labour movement in Mary-
borough.”

Mr. Free interjected.

Mr. BERDINGTON: Do you approve of
that ?
Aly. Yes.

2y, BEBBINGTON: You approve of a
man having to share his goods after all his
vears of labour to acquire them. After the
old pionecrs battling for years all they are
to have left are their tooth brushes. It is
no credit to the party who says that. Tt is
no credit *o the men who sit over there and
ocsupy their pesitions under false pretences.
got in on false prestences;
it.

My, Cornins: I rise to a point of order.
Is the hon. member in order in stating that
hon. members on this side of the House got
into Parliament by false pretences?

Mr. Bebbington.]
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The SPHAKER : The hon. member is nct
in order in making that statemens, and I
must ask him to withdraw it. I hope the
hon. member will not use such extravagant
language.

Ay, BEBBINGTON: I will withdraw i,
and say ther got in by making misstate-
ments, As I have - shown, the Premier
anproves of the statement, and =aid he had
listened with great pleasure on the question
of nationalisation. We want now to go to
the question of how are things nationalised?
What is the principle of nationalisation?
If they would go to a farmer and oy, “ We
want your farm and we are going to take
it, but wo are going to give wou the value
of it.” no one would object. Ve would say
it was a fzir business proposition, but the
Government never did make a fair proposi-
tion in their lives. Their was of doing busi-
ness in connection with nationalisation is to
put on sufficient taxation until the taxes
amount to the rental value, and naturally
the property becomes useless, and it becomes
eonfircation. T can peint out land to-day in
Queensland worth £200,000 or £300,000 that
is as much confiscated as if the Government
held the deeds, because the taxes on the land
are more than the rental value. When the
taxes are more than the rental value, the
property  is  valueless. This Government

last seszion provided for confiscation just as
a morteagee provides for it in a deed of

3 They provided that when a
person could not pay the taxes the Govern-
ment should step in as first mortgagee and
have tho right to take the property. So
vou see every law that has been placed on the
statute-book by the Liabour party has been
put there with the object of bringing about
cenfiscation and preparing for the time when
the Government =Lould take possession of the
land.

Mr. CooOpER:
liquor trade?

Mr. BEBRINGTON : I am not speaking of
the licuor trade. I ncver did any business
with the liquor trade, so T am not in a posi-
tion to judge. T like to speak of something
that I know something about, and of the
ligwor trade T know absolutely nothing. The
seconder of the Address in Reply said that
the prod=enre preferrpd direct taxation to
being unable to get markets for their stuff
and to having no sale for their products.

IIr. Brenvax: That is not true.

Would you buy out the

Mr. BEBBINGTON : Taxation has been
increased. This Governmeant has raised the
railway ratgs and they have increased the
cost of living to the man on the land. There
iz not a single thing that they have done
for the producers except pass the Cane Prices
Boxzrds Act. and yet they have added on to
him the land tax, which they can increaxe
at any time till it becomes confiseation. I
will deal with the land tax at a later period,
as T propose moving a motion next Thursday
dezling with that question.

Now, T will des! with some of the Govern-
ment underfakingz. The one that has been
held up as being the most sfuccessful is the
Stute butcher shops. If ever there was a
business carried on under misstatements and
misrepresentation, it is the State butcher
shors. T would like the Minister interested
to sav where he got his shenp from to start
the shops. I was informed that some people
trucked some sheep from a certain railway
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station and a man stood on the platform
and watched them until they were all in the
trucks, and then he stepped forward and
claimed them. The Government took posses-
sion, and we believe the Government sold
themn in their shops and never paid for
them.

GoveRNMENT MEMBERS: Rot! Rubbish!

. BEBBINGTON: If it is not true, let
» Minister say so.

p. Krawax: You know perfectly well it
is untrue.

ir. BEBRINGTON : Did not the Govern-
ment taks 1,000 sheep on the border? What
did they do with them? That is a fair ques-
tion. They sit condemned. If they gave us
an answer, we would be catisfied, but they
it condemnsd and cannot answer. We have
it upon the Premier’s own statement to—day
that they have mnever supplied a single beast
to the State shops themselves.

Ir. Carver: Nonsense !

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Do you make a liar
of the Premier?

2y, Cartrr: No, you are doing that.

The SPREAKER: Order! Order!

Mr, BEBBINGTON: The Premisr gave
me a correct answer as a gentleman would.
When the Government started cut to estab-
Lish these State butcher shops they started
thoir State stations. Having put something
like £600,000 or £700,000 into State stations,
thev acted in the same way that any other
{rust or combine which was out to make
money would ach,

Mr. S1oproRrD: You ought to know.

2ir. BEBBINGTON ¢ T do know. The first
thing they did was fo starve the Brisbane
market in order to raize prices. Not a single
beast left the State stations for the Brisbane
market, and rou know perfertly well that
-hen vou starve the market, prices go up.
The C(overnment deliberately starved the
Brisbane market by keeping the stock from
the stations they had purchased out of the
market until tho Brisbane market was higher
than the Sydney market. The first week after
the Brisbane market was higher than the
Svdney market some 60 or 80 cattle from the

State stations were sent in to geb the big
price.  Ther fetched the highest prices on
record. T cannot say exactly what the price

was, but the market ran from 5Es to 6ds.
per 100 1b. or nearly 7d. per Ib. live weight.
We can only concluds that the Government
cot the same price as other people, and we
must conelude that they sold their cattle
ot 7d. per lb. live weight while at the same
time they compelled the grazing selector,
through the meatworks. to supply the State
shops at 1. to 34d. per lb. Those are the
facts of the case. The CGovernment spent
thousands of pounds morc in buring cattle
ctations than they had any need to. Tf thev
had gone about the matter auictly instead
of giving out that they were unlimited buxers
of station properties, ther would have got
their stations for a great deal less. But
the Government ran up the price of the
ctations: they ran up the price of cattle,
with thn result that the people of Australia
have to pay a very big price for their meat,
and all because the Government acted in the
same way as trusts and combines.

Mr. Cartir: The hon. member did not
make the Salvation Army pay.
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Mr. BEBBINGTON : You arc a deliberate
liar,

The SPEAXER : Order! Order!

Mr. CARTER: I rise to a point of order.

Lir. BEBBINGTON : T told him the truth,
Mr. Speaker, and I tell him again that he
is a deliberate liar.

The SPEAKHER: Order! Ordes! I ask
the hon. member for Drayton to withdraw
that statoment, and I also ask the hon.
member for Port Curtis to refrain from
making insulting interjections.

GerosrrioN MeMrgRs : Hewr, hear!

Mr. Carigr: I was not saying anything

insulting, Mr. Speaker,

Mr., BEBBINGTON: Thank you,
Speaker, T withdraw what I said.

Mr. ROBERTS : I rise to a point of order.
I distinctly heard the hon. member for Dort
Curtiz car that the hon. member for Drayton
had robbed the Salvation Armz.

Mr. CarrteR: I did not say anything of
the kind,

Mr., BEBBINGTON: You did, and you
arc a deliberate liar. I say it again,

The SPEAKER: Order! Order! I call

upon the hon. member for Drayton to resume
hiz seat.

Mr.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Thank you, Mr.
Speaker, I will
Mr. CARTER: Mr. Speaker——

~ Mr. BEBBINGTON :
itar. 1 tell vou again.

The SPEAKER: Order! Order! I have
again to ask the hen, moember for Drayton
to withdrsw that stalement, He will now
have to apologise.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Let him withdraw
what he said, Mr. Speaker.

The SPEAKER : Order!
member to withdraw the
apclogise.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Then I withdraw,
and I apclogisc to you, Mr. Speaker.

The SPEAXER: The hon member will
have to apologise for saying that another
hon. member is a liar.

Mr.

You are a deliberate

I ask the hon.
statement and

.BEBBL\GTO\' I withdraw, and
apologise to you, Mr. Speaker.
The SPEAKER: The hon. member for

Port Curtis may now explain himself.

Mr. CARTER : The hon. member for East
Toowoomba has entirely misrepresented what

I ezaid. The statement I made was, ‘“The
hon. member did not make the Salvation
Army pay.”

Mr. BEBBINGTON: What did you mean
by that? (Government laughter.)

The SPEAXKER: Order! Order! I trust
the hon. member will collect himself before
he proceeds.

Mr. CARTER : Do you desire me to with-
draw that, Mr. Speaker? I am quite pre-
pared to withdraw it, and say that the hon.
member did make it pay. (Government
laughter.)

Mr. BEBBINGTON: You are a scoundrel.

The SPEAKER: Order! Order! I shall
have to name both hon. members if they
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continue this conduct. The hon. member in-
terrupted the hon. member for Drayton, whom
I mad2 withdraw and apologize for what he
said. Now, the hon. member adds insult to
injury. I shall have no hesitation in dealing
with hoth the hon. member for Drarton and

the hon. member for Port Curtis if they dis-
obey the ruling of the Chair.

Mr. BEBBINGTON : I have no intention
of dl\oonunh you, Sir, and I thank you. I
want to say that the Government made a mis-
take In opcning the State butchers’ shops.

Mr. CARTER: I rise to a point of order.

The SPEAKER: Order! Order! The inci-
dent is closed, and I shall take no further
notice of it.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: The Government
nade a big mistake in not accepting the sug-
gestion that was made by the ment com-
panies—that they should fix the price for the
whole of Quecensland at 44d. per lb., leaving
the corspanics to dispose of the balﬂnbe of
their meat in the hmh(t market in the
world.,  fad they donc that, cvery butcher
in Quecnsland would have had an oppor-
tunity ¢f buying his meat at 43d. per lb., and
that would have ensured a reesonnble puce
throughout Queensland for the consumer, and
there weould have been no ruination of

ez, and ro large numher of men thrown
work in Brishane, ss has been the case.

My. StorrorD: VWhere did you get that
information?

The SPHAKTR: Order! I would ask the
hon. member for Mount Morgan to refrain
from interjecting, and allow the hon. member
for Dreyton to continue his speech. Hon.
members will have an opportunity of reply-
ing to the remarks made by the hon. membsr
for Drayton,

Ar. STOPFORD :
tion.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: The public of
Queensland w ould have obtained their meat
«t a 1L4Nona010 price, whilst at the same time
thc grazicys w -ould have got a good price for
their stock, because they w vould have had the
markets of the world open to them for the
dispossl of their surplus product. Had that
been done by the Clovernment, it would have
been straightforward business, 1t would
have plas ed them on exactly the same foot-
ing as the private butchers. If that course
had been adopted, I have no hesitation in
saying thst the Government would have been
unable to compete with the private butchers.
The trouble was that the Government wanted
to place themselves in a better position than
those with whom they were going to compete.
The meat companies had a perfect rig
insist on every butcher in the State being
able to buy on the same terms as the Govern-
ment.

I only asked for informa-

Mr. Roserrts: The meat companics held
out as long as they could.
Mr. BEBBINGTON: They held out as

long as they could, and the contract was
made by the Government at the point of the
bayonet and by the application of force.
That is what has caused all the dissatisfac-
tion in the State. That is really what upset
the meat business and prevented the public
from getting meat at a reasonable price. I
am quite convinced that no Government can
compete on equal terms with private enter-
prise. It is no disparagement to the Govern-
ment to say that, because they have to pay

Mr. Bebbington.!
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for management. They would not have the
slightest chance of competing on equal terms.
1 und that the Government charge about 100
per cent. for distributing their meat-—over 100
per cent., indeed. 'They pay 3d. and 25d. per
ib., and they sell a portion of the meat at 8d.
per lb., and a good portion of it at 74d. per
Ib. Ii a private butcher charged 100 per
cent. for distributing his meat, what an out-
cry there would be! The business is not one
where you can hold your stock for twelve
months, or for a couple of years. It is a
business in which you practically turn your
stock over overy day. I will read out somec
of the prices. Here are some: Cost 34d., sold
at 65d.; cost 3d., sold at 4id.; cost 3d., sold
at bd. ; cost 35d., sold at 75d. The lowest is:
Cost 3d., sold at 53d. There is nearly 100 per
cent. made on that meat at the State shops on
what they pay the producer for it. Those
statements are so serious that there should
be a petition prescnted to the Federal Go-
vernment, asking them to step in and himit
the profits of the State Government on the
meat they are handling, or at least limit the
cost of distribution. The Federal Prices
Board is limiting the cost of distributing
groceries—I am not complaining, probably
they are quite right—to about 14 or 15 per
cent. If a Dbusiness man’s profits must be
limited to 15 per cent., why allow the State
butchers’ shops to make 100 per cent.? The
State butchers’ shops should either sell the
meat cheaper to the public, or pay more than
34d. to the producers. But we have the State,
which should be an object lesson to other
traders, making 100 per cent. profit on an
article that is turned over every day.

Mr. Cortixs: What do you mean by 100
per cent.?

Mr. BEBBINGTON ; I mean that they get
100 per cent. more than they pav for it
The Premier admitted that they paid from 3d.
to 34d. per lb. for their meat, and acccrding
to their own price list they sell it for 8d.
per lb. That is from 100 to 150 per cent.

. Mzr. Corixs: That is not profit; the State
is not getting 100 per cent. profit.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I say the State is
getting 100 per cent. profit on the cost of
distribution. As showing that these things
are not being worked in the interests of the
community, let us see what has happened at
Croydon, which is right up against a State
station. The people there are within 40
miles of a State station, and complain that
they cannot get meat, while the Government
are sending the meat 1,000 miles away.
Again, to show that things are not too satis-
factory, let me read the wail of a Labourite
with rsgard to the Valley shop, as published
in the “ Standard” of to-day—

¢ It is heartrending to an old Labourite
and lover of State enterprise like myself
to see people who once bustled and
pushed to get served at the State shop
now buying their meat elsewhere. If
asked the reason, they say they can’t
get what they require. I want to know
why? Some might think it is because
the novelty has worn off, but there must
be something wrong when genuine
Labour supporters purchase their meat
from private firms a few doors away.
One would almost think that the present
state of affairs was brought about by
Tory instigation to ruin the business. It
is a common thing to hear that the
Valley shop is done.”
We see that, after all, the Government meat
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shops are not a success, and if the Govern-
ment had to buy their meat on the same
conditions and at the same prices as other
people, they could not remain in business a
month, because their cost of distribution is
too high. A man must be a rich man to
go there, because they do not give people
any credit. The idea of selling meat to the
poor !

I will now just refer to one or two other
matters which the Government has had great
credit for, and one is in connection with the
sugar industry. I am not an expert in
sugar, but I know something of the agree-
ment which the Government entered into.
I know of the first agreement entered into
between the old Labour party in the Federal
Government and this Government, wunder
which this Government allowed the old
Labour Commonwealth Government to make
£1,000,000 a year out of the blood and sweat
of the sugar producers. Then the Govern-
ment claim the credit for getting the in-
creased price of £21 a ton, but I say that
the credit for getting that increased price
was due to the farmers’ organisations in the
sugar districts, and to the hon. member for
Mirani and Colonel Rankin. These gentle-
men went into the agreement and found that
the Commonwealth Government were making
a million a year out of the sugar-grower.
They brought the matter up in this House
snd the Premier denied the statemont; but
Mr. Corsor, the Federal member for Wide
Bay, went into the matter and found that
the Federal Government were making this
money out of the sugar-growers, The growors
asked to have the price increaszed to £21 a
ton to meet expenses, and Mr. Hughes
agrced to give it to them. There is no
credit due to this Government for getting
that increased price of £21 a ton; the credit
belongs to the farmers’ organisations, the
hon. member for Mirani and Colonel Rankin,
and Mr. Corser, the Federal member for
Wide Bay. Then, again, we have the matter
of the ships held up through the strike. The
hon. member for Mirani went down to Mel-
bourne, and he had no sooner gone down
than the ships began to move again.

Mr. Forey: He must be a king.

AMr. BEBBINGTON: Most certainly—I
am glad that the hon. member admity it.-
T like to give credit where credit is due.
There is not a single measure on the statute-
book, except the Co-operative Agricultural
Production Act, placed there by the Denham
Government, to encourage production or to
cive the producer the right to the results of
his labour.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
about the State Produce Agency?

Mr. BEBBINGTON: The State Produce
Agency is one of those mists—it is all in the
alr yet. They have spent a lot of money,
and have not done any good. I do not be-
lieve that the agency has got the farmers
a single shilling more so far. They may
make a success—I am quite in favour of it—
and I hope they will. It may be going
strong, but it is quite possible to go strong
and lose a lot of money. I know that the
produce business is one of the most difficult
to handle that it is possible to engage in,
and I believe that they will lose it. It is
very easy to run a lot of money out, but
it is a different thing to get it back. I
hope they will do well, but, unfortunately,
they have adopted such a bad way of going
about it. (Government laughter.)

What
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I should like to deal with the question of
education a little. We need a higher class
of teacher in the small schools in the coun-
try., I know I have been advocating this
for the last seven or eight years; I am not
blaming this Government any more than any
other. Perhaps it is a matter of finance,
but at the same time the children in the
country need a good education equally as
much as the children in the towns. Vet I
have heard 1t from two or three teachers
—and it would seem to come on very good
authority—that they are practically dis-
couraging the country children from gaining
scholarships or from going in for them, so
that they might remain in the country.

The SecRETARY FOR PUBLIc LANDS:
know that is not true.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: It is true as I was
told it. One of the leading teachers removed
from my district told me, “I know I am
telling the children a lie, but I always tell
them that farming is the best”’—he took good
care not to stay there himself. What we
want to do is to give the man on the land
a living wege, see that he gets paid for what
he produces, give him somgthing to induce
him to stay in the country. That is what
we are aiming to do—to make the conditions
in the country just as good as in the city,
and if you do that there will be no need
for the best of our people to rush out of the
country into the city and compete for the
jobs there. There will be more work in
the city and fewer people rushing in from
the country. But there is not one item in
the programme, nothing whatever in the
Governor’s Speech, nothing whatever has
been done to give the country producer more
for his labour.

You

Now, coming to industrial matters, as I
said before, nothing whatever has been done
to enable the employer or anybody else in
this State to pay good wages and keep the
standard of wages up fo what it is. Tt is
very necessary to maintain the standard of
living which we have set out, and the only
way in which the Government have tried to
do that so far is to tax savings which have
been made in the past. There has been no
effort to increase production, no effort to
give th» working man a better inducement
to do his best. The only thing that has been
done has been to tax savings that have heen
built up in the past, and that cannot last
long. Any Government that taxes people off
the land—((GGovernment dissent)—yes, they
discourage them to stay there, they discour-
age production in every way, and then they
tax the eavings of years past in order to
make up for the deficiencies of production in
the present—and you cannot keep that up
very long. Unless there is a change, unless
production is increased, umless the people
have better machinery so that they can earn
all they get and a little bit more—any man
who thinks business can be carried on from
hand to mouth knows nothing about it—
unless there is an increase in production
there is going to be a crash in Australia.
I have always advocated the use of up-to-date
machinery, I have always advocated piece-
work. T say that a man has a right to earn
as much as he can, provided he is paid
what he has earned. Give them what they
can earn, and do not induce them to slow
down, because that is going to ruin Aus-
tralia. T saw some machingry put into a
factory; the hands were all on piecework at
rates fixed by an Arbitration Court or under
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an agreement such as is often made and
registered as an award—at any rate under
an Arbitration Court schedule. When that -
machinery was started most of it was
worked by girls. It was a preserving works,
and the youngest and most inexperienced
gir] earned 10s. a day, and the others up to
2ls. a day.

My. RoBERTS : Where was it?

Mr. BEBBINGTON: It was in a preserv-
ing works at Yarran. But the works, which
cost something like £160,000, were only
worked for two or three weeks in the year,
and that was because of the discouragement
of lessehold tenure—the people would not
stop there to produce. Another thing was
that there were too many officials—the cost
of the officizls was more than they used to
make cut of it in a private capacity.
There is nothing that is going to lift up the
people but co-operative cffort—and I say this
on behalf of the Commissioner for that
irrigation colony, that he is doing his best
to turn the State buiter and bacen factory
into co-operative effcrt. Ie says that State
management is no good, it i3 t0o expensive.
There are any amount of lovely residences
there, all occupied by officers; the pro-
ducers occupy a few tin huts. That cannct
last long, and I say, to the Commissioner’s
ercdit, that he is doing his best for co-opera-
tive effort. Twenty-five years ago the farmer
had to take his stuff to the local storekeeper
and take what he pave him for it. When
there came a drought the storekeeper had
to keep the farmer going. Such a system
was likely to bring bankruptey to both
parties. To-day, after twenty-five years of
co-gperation or profit-rharing, we have
ninety-six or more co-operative factories in
Queensland, and the shareholders get what
thev earn. Most of those factories have been
paid for by the industry of the producers.
Jf the producers can own the producing in-
torests of the State, why cannot the workers
do the same? They can, if they will make
the same sacrifices. The producers have to
work and wait for their money, but they
eventually got ib. By co-operation the
workers could, in a very short timse, own the
whole of the producing interests of Australia.
I know the unions will turn down such a
proposal, and T know the Treasurer dare not
bring in a measure to establish co-operation,
because he knows that immediately the
workors own the factories and machinery in
this State they will not be socialists, and will
not be dominated by the Trades Hall and
the tvranny of the people who manage that
institution. I advocate that the working men
sheuld own the producing interests of the
State and that thev should have all the
rights attaching to their labour, but members
on the ofther side dare not give them that
onportunity. because if they did their doom
would be scaled. We put on the statute-
book a measure which gave the sugar-
erewers 75 per cent. of the monev ther re-
quired for their factories, and we gave other
producers 50 per cent. of the money they re-
auired for factories. Why cannot we apply
that principle to the industries of the work-
ine men? What farmers have done the
working men can do, and if thev have any
consn they will do it. To show the tvranny
of the Trades Hall. let me read a quotation
which shows that they have destroyed the
seoreey of the ballot.

An HoNoURABLE MEMBER: Who?

Mr. BEBBINGTON: The socialists, Dare
a man vote as he likes? No, he dare not.

Mr. Bebbington.]
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Mr. H. Boote, the editor of the “ Worker,’
stated at a recent meating that ¢ A no’co
would be, taken of every man who voted
against ¥r. Judd’s motion on the following
Do you call that freedom of ‘Lctlon,
When the working men get their co-operative
factories and own the machinery they will
break away from all that kind of thing. But
my time is up, and I must conclude. I think
they have given

=S

the House for the hearing

me.
Mr. SIZER (Yundah): I should like to
offer my congratulations to the mover and

seconder of tha Address xn Reply. 1t may
seam somewhast peculiar for a new men aber
to offer them his congratulations on their
maiden eifort, but if I zet through as well as
the hon. mLmLel for Lovan I shall be very
well satisiied. I should aléo like to con-
gratulate the hon. moember for Logan upon
his recont attitude in setbing an oxamplg to
members of the House—the firtst example of
the kird, I think, provided by this Hous#—
in enlisting to protO(t this Houss and the
rights and puml( ses of the people from our
enemy. It is an e\anm]o which might very
woll he followed by munr members of this
Houss. 1 cxll to mind a member of the
Jow South Wales Legislature with whom I
bad the honour to i!'ht He was one of the
first to ¢o and he was one of the first to fall.
1 sm sorry that Queensland has had to wait
for ncezrly four years before one of its
parliamentsris bad it daw ned upon him
that it is time that Le oceupied & better
position than sitting in this Ch‘vr:bel I am
Just reminded that Colonel Rankin, who was
a rwomher of this House, has been to the
front. I think those members on the other
side of the House who sre eligible might
follow the (Kam,plo of James, the hon.
member for Logan. I was surprised to notics
that that hon. member made reference to
recruiting in the way he did, and I wus sur-
prised to find that there is no sign of the
olive branch being held out by the Govern-
pent.  This is a time when all parties
should be united, and should assist the
Premier to raise his thourand men. I was
also surprised at the hon. member for Logan
mentioning the little opposition which the
Promier met with at the Post Office. I per-
sonally resret it, and I believe that cvery
member on this side of the House regrets it.
But we must bear in mind that it was only
one or two people who were responsible for

the opposition, and that it was not an
organised attempt at interruption, as has
been suggested. Unfortunately, members on

the other side of the House are only too
pleascd to accept little interferences of that
kind as an excuse for retarding their efforts
in favour of recruiting. I think we might
well adjourn this House in order to assist
the Prewmier to raise the Ryan Thousand.

Mr. Coruxs: And hand over the country
to militarism.

Mr. SIZER: I would remind the hon.
member that I personallv—and I am not
egotistical—risked a considerable amount to
fight militarism, and 1 am certainly not going
to allow it to be introduced here. I think
we might well adjourn and assist to raise the
Ryvan Thousand. We may have doubts as
to the advisability of having a private name
for a thousand, bub it will make no differ-
ence. I believe that memhers on this side of
the House are just as willing to raise men
under the name of the Ryan Thousand as
thev would be to raise men under any other

[Mr. Bebbington.
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name. I think the hon, member for the
Logan was somewhat presumptuous in plac-
ing the onus for retarding rceruiting on
nyembers on this side of the House, but I
am not going fo waste time in refuting his
xiatement, becsuse, in my opinion, we should
leuve such matters alone We should realise
that the fate of the Empire is being weighed
in the balance, and that if we are defeated,
all our free institutions, sll our Houses of
Legislature, and all the legislation we may
put on the Stabute-book will avml us nothing.
I do not think that defeat is likely, and I
sincerely trust that I may prove correct in
my assumption. We should close up our
ranks, and get into the business of recruiting.

The Promirr: What aliout the attitude of
the “ Brisbanc Courler ”” on this matter?

Fir. SIZER : I have expressed my opinion
vuy definitely on this matter, and I can tell
the Premier that 1 am pmparod to go out
with him, if he will have me with him, to
endeavour to raise recruits for his thousand.
Mr. KIRV AN : Don’t you think it would be
% Loou thing if ycu interned the editor of
tize ** Courier” for a start? (Laughter.)

Mr. Si7E The hon, gentleman is ramb-
ling somewhat. f want to refer to a certain
quoa’mon which came under my

[7.30 p.m.} notice during the clection cam-

paign. am a new member of
the House, but I understend that this is the
time when you bring before the House

things which veu noticed during the election
campaign. Before I go as far as that I
would like to make referenca to another part
of thie specch of the hon. member for Logan.
He said we should not be surprised if the
Government made places for political dead-
beats, because it was only a legacy handed
dewn by their predecessors. I quite agree
with the hon, member. I think he is quite
correct.  If we only look around and see
exactly what has bsen the practice of hon.
gentlemen opposite, we will sce that the hon.
member for Logan had cvidently missed the
’bus.  If we went down to the State Insur-
ance Department to-day we would find quite
a number of political deadbeats. I think we
would find cne political deadbeat who was
rejected at the lasi elsction, and we might
also find quite a number of gentlemen who
were candxdates at the last election.

Hon. W. N, Gmes: You will find it is a
beehive of mﬂu try.
Mr. SIZER: If we go to the State Insur-

ance Department, we will find that the huge
proportlon of the inspectors there are politi-
cal friends of the Government. 1 do not
say so_much against that, bub the particular
point I swish to mako is that not one-half of
them know

anything about insurance.
(Government dissent.)
Mr, WinstaNTEY : That is not true.
Mr. SIZER: One of them might, but

three-fourths of them, at any rate, do not
know anvthing about State insurance, or any
other insurance.

Mr. PETERSON: Are you an authority on
insurance ?
Mr, SIZER: I am an authority to this

extent, that T know that a man who has
never had any experience of insurance in his
life and then suddenly gets into the business
must start without any experience. We find
that the State Insurance Office is the home
of a good many of them. We can go on fo
another place which has been commented on
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considerably lately and that is the Soldiers’
Industrial Institute. We find there that the
Minister for Education has realised that there
is only one man in this creation who can carry
on the Soldiers’ Industrial Institute, and
that is a gentleman who has never been a
manager in his life, and whose only qualifi-
cation, so far as I know, for the position
of manager is that he was a member of the
partyl on the other side of the House.
Possibly, I shall deal with that matter later
on, but it shows conclusively that the hon.
member for Logan had seriously forgotten
his book when he mentioned that the hon.
members on this side of the House had
handed down a legacy to them in connection
with the appointment of political deadbeats.
I agree with him that the State departments
should not be the home of men of a parti-
cular political colour. They should be the
most competent men to be found to fill the
positions. Let me go on a little bit further
and deal with some of the questions which
came before my notice during the elections.
I am surprized, considering the tactics which
were used, that any of the members on this
side were returned at all. T am surprised
that certain Ministers should have acted in
the way thev did in connection with the
eloections, and to see how low they got down
so far as corrupting the public service is
concerned.
The SEeRtTARY FOR RAmways: Terrible.

Mr. SIZER: It is nothing new to them.
The honourable members on this side of the
House—(Government laughter)—like to see
things done in a fair and honest wav. I
expect that hon. members on the other side
came into this Iouse absolutely old politi-
cians,

Mr. Forey: You are a new chum, anyhow.

Mr. SIZER: The hon. gentleman is evi-
dently not a newchum. he way in which
some hon. members opposite secured informa-
tion which might possibly assist them in their
campaign Is somewhat remarkable. There
were repzatedly seen appearing in the Go-
vernment Press  statements coming from
returned soldiers, stating that the Govern-
ment had been treating them liberally.
There was one in particular which was
headed “ A Soldier’s Appreciation,” and it
went on to say cxactly how the Soldiers
Inquiry Office had done such a lot for that
particular man. I say that it did all that
1t was required to do. (Hear, hear!) I am
not saying anvthing against that at all, but
I want to show where the Government used
that in order to turn it to their own political
ends. A letter appeared in the ¢Daily
Standard” of 8th March from Private W.
Boatfield, Rosemount Hospital. It was
received by the then Assistant Minister for
Justice, and it was put forward as one of the
letters received by the Government,.

The SeoRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: He particu-
larly askqed me to have that letter published.

Mr. SIZER: It was made to appear as
though this man wished to give publicity to
the Government’s action. I have a letter
here which was received from the Rosemount
Military Hospital, and I intend to read it.

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. gen-
tleman will not be in order in reading a
private letter.

‘OpPPOSTTION MEMBERS : Quote it.

The SPEAXER: The hon. member may
quo(ge from the letter, but he must not
read it.

1918—=
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Mr. SIZER: The tgxt of the letter is
this: This particular soldier went to the

Soldiers’ Inquiry Office, and subsequently the
officer in charge asked him if he would go
and see him on important business. When
he arrived he saw Mr. Robilliard, who was
in charge of the office. Mr. Robilliard told
him that the MMinister in charge of the de-
partment was seriously thinking of closing
the office hecause it did not warrant the
expense, and he said that if only he could
get a letter from a man like him to show
to the Minister 1t would help him to keep
his position.

The SECRETARY FOR RATLWAYS: Surely you
don’t believe that?

Mr. S1ZER: Knowing that Robilliard was
a brother soldier, he said he would be only
too pleased to give him any letter which
might benefit him in any way. Then they
continued the conversation, and eventually
the letter was hdnded over. They then got
on to politics, and Boatfield informed
Robilliard that he was a National supporter,
and Mr. Robilliard replied that he was a
Labour supporter. Nothing further fwas
said, and they then went down to a certain
hotel in the city and had a drink, and when
they arrived they went into the bar quite
in the usnal way, and there they saw the
Aridstant Minister for Justice. Immediately
after Mr. Robilliard took Mr. Boatfield over
and introduced him

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
think I ever met him in my life.

Mr. SIZER: And handed the Minister a
letter. Immediately he did so the Minister
read it and said, “ This is the kind of letter

I do not

to get. If you can get a few mcre like that
your position is assured.” _ (Government
laughter.) Just a moment. He continued,

“You are on £1,000 a year.” (Renewed
laughter.) It was at -that time that Mr.
Boatfield realised his position.

Mr. Prrersox: He wanted a cut at the
£1,000 a year.

Mr. SIZER: Mr. Boatfield expressed his
indignation in very strong language, and a
few days after, that very letter, which had
been cbtained by those methods, appeared in
the ¢ Daily Standard.” Ion. members oppo-
site may laugh, but that is not fair business
in connection with an election. 'That is only
one of the many tricks which were used by
the Labour party in order to secure their
return, and if their case is so strong that
there is no need for them to do anything
except put their policy forward, I cannot
understand why they should stoop to such
low tricks as they did in this particular case.

Mr. FoLey: He was pulling your leg all
right.

Mr. SIZER: I take it that it is time that
at least the Government should keep its
State offices clean politically, particularly
when we remember that the same gentleman
was to be seen as a public servant appearing
as chairman for the Assistant Minister for
Justice at his meetings.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
avpeared as chairman at all.

Mr. SIZER: Well, he was on your plat-
form. There was rnrothing remarkable in
that, but when we consider the case of Mr.
Elliott who was in the State Insurance Office,
we find that because he just opened his
mouth and made some remarks derogatory
to the Government, without any opportunity

Mr. Sizer.]

He never
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being given to him to make a statement of
his case, he was immediately dismissed.

The SECRETARY roR RAILWAYS: Quite
wrong.

. Mr. S8IZER: I say what is good for one
is good for another, and the Government,
no matter what Government it may be,
should by no means allow the State offices
to be used for electioneering purposes. That
is one of the matters that camc under my
notice, and I hope we shall get some ratis-
factory information with regard to the
soldiers’ votes.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Do you
know that Elliott was sacked for insulting a
returned soldier?

Mr. S1ZER: I think hon. members will
agree that there are no men more entitled
io votzs than the men overseas. Of course, I
quite undcrstand the Minister who had
charge of the framing of the regulations
with regard to scldiers’ votes making such
a blunder because he had not availed himself
of the opportunity, which had been open to
him for three years, of getting information
at first hand from the front. If he had
availed himself of that information he would
never have allowed himself to get into such
a muddle, as he did, with the soldiers’ votes,
because it must have dawned upon any per-
son who realised what war is, that very often
men are 100 miles from headguarters, and
possibly from a tclegraph station; and how,
in the name of goodness, was it possible for
those men who were 100 miles away to record
their proxies, I do not know.

Mr. FoLey: Well, why complain?

Mr. SIZER: Because it took nearly three
years before it dawned upon the Government
to make any provision for the soldiers to
record their votes, and it was only after
the hon. member for Burnett mentioned it
that the Government decided on the expen-
sive method of cabling. I would not object
to the expense had 1t been effective, butb
when it was expensive and ineffective, and
deprived a vast majority of the soldiers of a
vote, then the Government is to blame and
the Government deserves the criticism of
every man who was thus deprived of his
vote and of every citizen who is looking to
the Government to give all sections of the
community fair play.

I notize in the Governor’s Speech quite a
lot of things, and I was pleased to sece if
stated that the Government intends to do
something for the returned soldiers. This is
not a thing for one side of the House or for
the other side of the House. It ix a matter
not only for this Government, but for every
Government in  Australia. Hvery CGovern-
ment should realise their duty and do their
utmost for the soldicrs on their return.

My, PrTERSON: What did Hughes do?

Mr. SIZER: It is a duty that devolves
on every Government, and it is my intention
to assist the Government in every way pos-
sible to pass legislation that will benefit the
soldiers, because we have to realise that this
is a question that is going to have one of
two effects. It is either going to lead to
greater prosperity in Queensland and Aus-
tralia, or it is going to lead, unfortunately,
I am afraid, to a large amount of national
waste.  Therefore, we cannot afford to
quibble over such matters, and I, personally,
think that all matters of repatriation should
come undsr one head, and that is the national
Government.

Mr, HARTLEY : Then why are you quibbling
over the Soldiers’ Institute now?

[Mr. Sizer.
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Mr. SIZER: I will give you the Soldiers’
Institutc presently. There arc some things
which the Government may weli do which
they appear not to be doing, and there are
little irregularitics which need looking into
with regard to the soldiers. The Premier
has always made a boast that this State is
doing more than any other State in the
Commonwealth for the returned soldiers.
Yet there are times when the department
dealing with the soldiers is not sympathetic.
I have information with regard to one man
who was fighting at the front when his
wife died, and in accordance with custom
the military authorities put her affairs into
the hands of the Public Curator. Kventually
her mother was surprised to receive a letter
from the Public Curator, informing her that
there were four accounts outstanding which
had to be paid, and an additional amount
for administration expenses, and added in
the letter that “on payment of the above-
mentioned sum it would not be necessary for
the Curator to take any action to sell the
deceased’s furniture, horse, and cart.”” The
inference is therc—and the inference is cor-
rect—that the Public Curator had threatened
that unless these amounts were paid——

Mr., Perersox: He is not a Labour man.

Mr. SIZER: That, unless those accounts
were paid, they would have to sell that
unfortunate man’s furniture, and horse and
cart, dospite the fact that the Federal regu-
lations lay down distinctly that a soldier’s
property cannot be sold while he is at the
Front.

Mr. Carrer: Did you see the Public
Curator?
Mr. SIZER: The inference is clear. There

would have been no mention in this letter,
and there would have been no neressity for
mentioning i, unless that was contemplated.
The Secrerary For RaiLwaYs: The Public
Curator had a brother killed at the Front,
and he is the kindest man in Queensland.

Mr. SIZER: He is carrying out the Go-
vernment’s regulations and instructions. It
is not fair, and the Government should realise
that, though these maz be only small matters
of administration, yet they have a big effect.

A Goverxmext Mpuser: What date was
that?

Mr. SIZER: The letter I have is dated
26th April.

Mr. PETERSON: Give the name.

Mr. SIZER: It is the case of Mrs.
Margaret Humphreys.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
you do about it?

Mr. SIZER: I am looking to the Govern-
ment to do something in the matter. The
case has not been fixed up, although they
have been dealing with solicitors for several
days in connection with it. The Government
should realise that what makes it par-
ticularly hard is that although three of the
claims against the estate have been volun-
tavily withdrawn, yet the Public Curator’s
itert for cost of administration has remained
rigid.

A Government Mewmser: This is an attack
upon the Public Curator.

Mr, SIZER: Whether it is an attack on
the Public Curator or not, it is not right.
We, in this House, have the right to express
our opinions, and I intend to do so as
forcibly as I can.

What did
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You have
What have

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
been a member for two months.
you donc about it?

Mr. PPmrereoxN: Why did you save it up
for a bomb?

Mr. SIZER: If a bomb fell under some
hon. members it would not do them any
harm.

Mr. PETERSON:
one, anyhow.

dr. SIZER: The hon. member
game to go where they put them.

A GoverNMENT MEeMBER: Why don’t you
have another go?

The SPEAXER: Order!

Mr. SIZER: That question comes from a
member who could very well be there, and
I think it is very unbecoming of him, con-
sidering he has had three and a-half years to
think about the war and decide whether it is
not his dutv to go, to throw such insults
across the fioor of the House. I think the
remark 1s very unfair. (Hecar, hear!) In
connection with the Public Curator's Depart-
ment, when married men are departing for
the front they ere informed that, should they
fall, their affairs will be fixed up for them by
the Public Clurator. As a matter of fact, we
find that the Public Curator is charging
more than is charged by solicitors for ad-
ministering their estates. He is charging as
high as 2§ per cent. in some cases. I would
suggest that the Minister in charge of the
Department should look into this matter.
It may be a comparatively small matter, but
it is these little irregularities which cause
great dizcomfort to soldiers’ dependents, and
they should be rectified as soon as possible.

Hon. W. N. Giiries: Why haven’t you
brought them under my notice?

Mr. SIZER: I am doing it now. I shall
now deal with a matter which appears to
have been worrying some hon. members this
evening—the Soldiers’ Industrial Institute.
Possibly I may be informed that the men
connected with the institute were not justi-
fied in the action they took. In order to
make it perfectly clear that they were justi-
fied, I interd to quote from a speech which
was delivered in Toowoomba on 28th July
last by a Mr. Moroney, secrotary of the
Queensland Railway Union, who was speak-
ing on the question of unionists and non-
unionistz,  He said—

“ At present, however, they wore in
the unfortunate position that the non-
unionists receive the same benefits as
those unionists who had been fighting
for the benefits for years. . The
unions had borne considerable expense in
fighting for unionism, but to-day they
had the spectacle of the man who had
been standing outside the fence for years
deriving the same benefit as the man
who had been inside the fence for years
in support of the cause of unionism. Not
only had unionists paid their dues, but
they had aleo to run the risk of dismissal
because they were unionists.”

That shows that there is justification for a
body of men protecting themselves. If you
just apply Mr. Moroney’s remarks to ‘““re-
turned soldiers” instead of to ‘‘unionists,”
you will find exactly what the men at the
mstitute  claimed. Their claim was that
they had been fighting to protect the biggest
union in the world—the British Empire.
They arc coming back to see that those men

You aren’t game to put

is not
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outside the fence—that is the men who have
not been overscas—are depriving them of
the benefits—not which they lost their posi-
tions or ran the risk of being dismissed to
gain for themselves, but which they ran the
risk of losing their lives in order to gain.
That is the material difference between the
two positions, and I think that the loss of
life 1s infinitely more serious than the loss
of a job. You can get another job, but you
cannot get another life. I do not intend to
say one word against trade unionism, but
I ‘think there is every justification for the
attitude taken up by the men connected with
the Industrial Institute. That institute was
built up by one of the most patriotic women
in this State, and it was through that in-
stitute that quite a large number of men
received employment. The men thought
they were quite justified in claiming that
proper consideration should be given to a
returned man, who was capable of managing
the institute. They asked for nothing more
than proper consideration, and they were
met with a refusal. They simply asked that
the position should be advertised, stating
clearly what the position was, the salary to
be paid, and further stating that preference
would be given to a returned soldier. I
think that is not an ecxorbitant demand.

The SEcRETARY FOR [PUBLIC INSIRUCTION:
For an insolvent organisation.

Myr. SIZER: If that is so, all the more
need for a capabls man es manager, and I
am sure that with the Government’s manager
they would be in a far worse state in a very

short time. The Minister must

[8 p.m.] remember that the men stopped

work, and the only thing that
went on was the manager’s salary and the
rent. I do not think that our denand was
an exorbitant one when we asked that the
position should be advertised.

Mr. Pavxe: The son of the man who has
got it 1s fighting.

Mr. SIZER: More credit to the son.
(Hear, hear!)
Tha SEcrEr:ry TOR PURLIC INSTHUCTION :

Do you think 1 was going to let the thing
drift on and hundreds of pounds a week be
lost in waste and mismanagement?

Mr. SIZER: The Minister evidently did
not intend that, because he had made up his
mind to close it.

+ The SECRFTARY FOR P TUBLIC
You kunow that is not so.

Mr. STZER: These men asked that the
position shonld be advertised, but the Min-
ister refused, and because of a regrittable
incident which took place, and which was
carried out bw u slranger so far as the insti-
{ute was concerned——

The SECRETAKY IOR
No

AT, SIZER: Because of that the Minisrer
took it into his head that it would not be safe
to go in the davtime, and he sent the police
in the middle of the night and turned four
men cut on to the strects to go where they
liked, without any money in their pockets, in
order to close the institute. I do not know
whether he was safraid that a number of
crippled men might molest him: nossibly he
was, bocausn I hava recollections that on one
cerasion, at a committee meeting, even the
Minister thought he would not he safe with-
out police proteetion, and he had to bring
police to a comunittee meeting. I can quite

My, Sizer.]
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understand why the Minister gave orders for
it to be done in the middle of the night. The
great cry of the Minister is that the institute
is insolvent, but I want to impress on the
Minister that if the institute is insolvent it
is an cducational institute, and I say then
that our State schools and technical colleges
are insolvent, because we spend thousands of
pounds on them every year, and in finance
we receive nothing in return.

The BecreErary FoR PusLic INSTRUCTION:
They are not mismanaged.

Mr. SIZER: I might go further, and say
that the whole of the Education Department
is ineolvent from that point of view. The
only return you get in that connection is the
return of good citizenship, and you have to
bear in mind that you cannot weigh these
matters in pounds, shillings, and pence. The
Minister’s action in closing the institute in
the way he did—

The SecneTsry TOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
I should have done it threc weeks ago or
more.

Mr. SIZER: As I told the Minister before,
T am quite convinced that he had contem-
plated doing it, and that he regretted not
doing 1t.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION:
I do regret it now, but I did not at the time.

Mr. SIZER: We have to realise that the
soldiers have to get sympathetic considere-
tion from all Governments, and it would have
been very little for the Government to extend
the pericd for advertising, and advertise for
a seturned man. If he could not he found,
there would have been no option but to
accept the Government’s nomination; but I
venture to say that a rcturned man with
qualifications could be found; if not, it would
Lia e great insult upon a large number of
men who have gone from this State. Let me
return to the insolveney position. The Min-
ister knows very well that he would have
recouped the Government from the Federal
Government.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION:
Nonsensa !
Mr. SIZER: The Minister says ‘Non-

sense”’ ! He knows perfectly well that the
chairman of that advisory committee, of
which the hon. gentleman is a member, in-
formed me personally that they expected to
get the moncy from the Federal Government.
and they would have got it from the Federal
Government, Members of the advisory com-
mittce were also told by the Minister that
he expected a refund from the TFederal
(tovernment. 'The only difference is this—
that the Federal Government might have
claimed the right to veto the Government’s
nominec, and rather than run the risk of th
Government’s nominee being vetoed they
thought it was better to place the whole of
the expense on the people of Queensland.
when the Federal Government were preparved
to pay it.

The SEcRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
You told me vourself that you could not get
them to do it.

Mr. SIZER: The Minister has had a short
lapse of memory when he speaks of my hav-
ine told him that. T told the Minister that
if he would but endeavour to try and zet
the money from the Federal Government he
mieht be surprised.

The SEcRETARY TOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
T asked vou did you not trv, and you said
“No: you would not do it.”

[Mr. Sizer.
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. Mr. SIZER: I am not the Minister, and
if the Minister tried now, he might possibly
still get a surprise. At any rate, we have
got to this position, and it was unfair for the
Minister to pass the public reflections upon
the honorary superintendent in the way ke
has done. I say it is disgraceful that a Min-
ister of the Crown should hide himself behiud
the petticoats of a patriotic woman in order
that he might redeem his own face in the
eyes of the public for a great blunder for
which he himself is responsible. He is
resppnsxblo, because he is a member of that
advisory committee. The name “advisory
committee ” implies that it is there to advise,
snd if it did not advise, or if it advised
wrongly, then it is to blame. Considering
the Minister was a member of that commit-
tee, and a regular aettendant thereat, I say
he must be responsible for everything that
has gone wrong at the institute.

The SECRFTARY For PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
I was away in the Central district.

Mr. SIZER : At any rate, I mys=elf, and I
ain sure the majority of the people in this
State, hold the Minister responsible, and not
Mrs. Androws,

Tho SECHETARY
That is ridiculous.

Mr. SI{ZER: There is no doubt that even-
tually the institute will be reopencd, and I
sincerely hepe and trust that the Minister
will vealise the mistake he has made—he cer-
tzinly has made a mistake, and I do =noi
think in his inner thought he will attempt to
deny it—-

The SECRETARY FOBR PPUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
You have made a mistake.

Mr. SIZER : I think he should realise that,
although he has made a mistake, he should
open the institute again.

Mr. H. L. Hartey: Get the Common-
wealth Government to open it; they are the
people to reopen it.

Mr. SIZER : Then the hon. member oppo-
site should not claim the credit for what is
being don: for the returned soldiers, but give
it to the Federal Government.

Mr. Kewan: I will tell you what they are
doing presently; they are starving <dowr in
Mclbourne.

Ar. SIZER: This institute should be
opened and be extended, because it is one of
these portions of repatriation which, to my
mind, is doing a tremendous amount of
good, and it is on one of those lines which
we shall have to procced. I say this here—
that I quite agree that possibly there is
need for reorganisation. There may be need
for reorganisation in any new institute or in
any new business, but I think the Govern-
ment have taken upon themselves a very
grave responsibility by closing even one
institute in such a vest schowe as that of
repatriation. It is quite easy to reorganise,
possibly essential to recorganiss, but once
vou have destroyed, once wvou have closed
down, you have to take time, and a very
considerable amount of time, before vou
can reopen. So an amount of time is lost,
and considering that men are coming back in
their thousands, we ecannot afford to lose any
time or close one institute for one single day.

The Srererary vor PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :

FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION:

Why did you do it? Why did you help to
do it?
Mr. Forey: You called the men out on

strike,
Mr., SIZER:

1 I deny that T called the men
out on strike,

I ask hon. members—if they
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know such an awful lot—to go and try to
persuade the men to work under the manager.
If they had gone before, I am afraid hon.
members opposite might have been threat-
ened with what the manager got.
Mr. Harriey: Two can play that game.
Mr. CoLriye: Brute force.

Mr. BIZER: Hon. members opposite do
not want to be shown what a glorious thing
they have doue.

Mr. Corring: I know all about your career.

Mr. SIZER: I can aszure the hon. member
that it is a pretty good career.

Mr. Cornins: A wonderful career—full of
egotism,

Mr. BIZER: There is little doubt that if T
were half as egotistical as the hon. member,
I am afraid I should bc thinking I was too
great for this Chamber. Now, I propose to
come back to the Spesch and deal with a
subject out of which the hon. member for
Logan, to my mind, made a certain amount
of capital—that the Supreme Courts Acts
Amendment Bill is pcssibly to restrict the
ages of the judges. 1 agree with him in his
anticipations of the object of the Bill
I expect that he is quite in accord with that,
and one of the arguments that he used—
rather a remarkable one-—was that so many
of the judges’ desisions had been reversed,
and that in consequence they were somewhat
mentally deficient. He womewhat emphasised
it by saying that when those decisions had
been taken to the High Court of Australia
they had been reversed. So he sought pro-
tection behind the High Court of Australia;
and yot I should think that if we were to
go into the ages of tho judges of the High
Court of Australia we would find that ther
were quite as great as those of the judges of
the Supreme Court of Queensland. But hon.
membsrs are quite satisfied with the judges
of the High Court; the hon. member for
Iiogan said so. And he also agreed that the
Privy Council set aside the decisions of some
of the Supreme Court judges; and again I
will say that the members of the Privy
Council are also men of considerable age.
The only point left is this: that there is no
objection to judges who are of a great age
so long as ther administer the law in the
way the Government want. The objection
against the Queensland judges is that they
happen to have given some decizions adverse
to the Government. Because those decisions
are biased, as the hon., member said—that is
their opinion—thsy are to be remecved be-
cause they are too old, although the argu-
ment is that the judges of the High Court
of Australia, who are men just as old, are
competent to remain.

COVERNMENT MEMBERS :
that,

Mr. SIZER: I am afraid the hon. mem-
ber did say it, but if he did not sa¥ it, he left
it to be inferred very plainly. At anv rate,
it dors not make any difference whether he
said it or not:; that is the logical conclusion
of what he said. At any rate, it is evident,
to my mind, thst the Government’s inten-
tions, so far ss the Supreme Courts Acts
Amendment Bill is concerned, is that some
wmbitious yourg men of legal mind are
anxious to get on to the bench, and no doubt,
if the Government have their way, they will
find their way there before very, very long.
But, fortunately for Queensland, there is
another Chamber. (Government laughter.)
Fividently an endeavour is going to be made
to remove that Chamber,  Well, I should

He did not say
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say that if the Government propose to do
that, they cannot do it without a referen-
dum, and they have to bear in mind that a
referendum was taken on this matter and
it was turned down in no uncertain manner.
The only way in which ther can alter the
position is to get a reverse decision from the
people. If that is their intention, if that Is
their method of abolishing the Upper House,
I am quite content that the Upper House
will long remain.

Mr. Corrins: The people should not rule,
according to your line of argument,

Mr, SIZER: The hon. member will re-
member that two referendums on a different
question have been taken of the people of
Australia. I am sure that hon. members
opposite would have been very, very sore
had the Federal Government ignored the
result of the first referendum and passed
their proposal by statute.

My, O’Svniivan: The * Courier”
cated that it should be done.

Mr. SIZER: The fact remains that it was
not done. The fact also remains that the only
honourable way in which the Government
can deal with this matter is the way in which
the Federal Government dealt with the
matter they placed before the people.

Mr. FoLEY: Are you an authority on con-
stitutional questions?

Mr. SIZER: I am afraid that if we relied
on the hon. member we should pass some
most peculiar laws.

Oprostrrox MevBrRs : Ilear, hear!

Mr, SIZER : I just want, in conclusion, to
deal with one matter, the action of the
Government in regard to which appears to
me to be very unfair, and at least does not
reflect the grateful feeling of the people of
Queensland towards the mother country as
I believe it should. That is the matter of
the supply of meat. There is no doubt that
the Statc butchers’ shops are selling meat
more cheaply than private butchers, and
there is no doubt that the duty of the Govern-
ment, and of any Government, is to look to
the man lower down. It is the duty of every
Government to do that in a legitimate
manner, but, as far as the State butchers
shops are cuncerned, I do not think anyone
will deny that they receive an undue advan-
tage over private butchers’ shops. It is the
duty of the Government to legislate for the
majority of the people, but the State butchers’
shops only supply meat for about onc-tenth
of the people at the very outside, so that the
Government are not supplying meat for the
majority of the people. The Government
have made an agreement with the meatworks
companies, and if they had been sincere and
anxious to supply the majority of the people
with chesp meat, why did ther prevens
private bubchers obtaining their meat from
the meatworks at the same price as it is
supplied to the State butchers’ shops? If they
allowed private butchers the same advantage
as is enjoyed by the State butchers’ shops, I
am sure the private butchers could sell meat
just as cheaply a: the Government, and the
majority of the people would then be getting
cheap meat. But that is not the case at
all, and it is amusing to notice that wherever
the return of the Government’s nominee was
in doubt in any way the people were promised
a State butcher’s shop. The Premier, when
in Sandgate, which is a portion of my elee-
torate, informed the people that if they
returned my opponent they would get a
State butcher’s shop. The people of Sandgata.

Mr. Sizer.]

advo-
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however, told the Premier very clearly that
they did not want a shop at that price—that
they would not pay that price for a shop.
They decided to ignore the Premier’s plead-
ings, and since that time we have noticed
that the Government have threatened to
cloze a cortain shop established in an elec-
torate which transgressed according to their
point of view by returning a member to sit
on this side of the House. Such action only
shows their political prejudice. It is not
only carried out as far as State butrhers’
shops are concerned, but is also carried out
in regard to schools. Curtain schools were
promised in my electorate, and in other elec-
torates, but since the return of members to
this House, for some unknown reason, those
promises have been withdrawn. The only
inference from that is that those clectorates
transgressed at the election by returning
members to this side of the House.

Mr, Carter: Did they give that reason?

Mr, SIZER: They did not give that rea-
son; they were not honest enough to give
that reason. But to return to the matter I
was discussing—namely, the supply of cheap
meat—I say that the Government have taken
undue advantage of their position as agents
for the Imperial Government. It should
have been the duty of the Government, and
of this country gererally, to do their utmost
for the mother couniry, and if it werc pos-
sible to make an agreement for the supply of
meat to the Government at 3id. per Ib., it
should have been possible to have made that
price applicable to the meat supplied to the
Imperial Government. It is no use for them
to say that the meatworks would not agree
to that. The fact remains that they made an
agreement for meat to be supplied to State
butchers’ shops at that low price at the
expense of the Imperia] Government, which
is unfair and ungrateful to a people who
are fighting in this war as much for this
country as for their own country. It should
have been possible to have made such an
agreement as would have enabled the
Imperial Government to get their meat
cheap: the State Government should nof, at
a time like the present, be getting cheap
meat at the expense of the Imperial Govern-
ment, especially when it is remembered that
the people over there are on short rations
and are undergoing hardships which we do
not experience, and are at the gates of war
while we live here in peace and comfort.
We have as much to lose in this war as they
have, and they have no more to gain from
it than we have, and we should do our
utmost to assist them; and if it would be an
advantage to the Imperial Government and
the unfortunate people in Great Britain to
get their meat at 3id. per 1b., and we had
to pay 4d. per lb. more for our meat in
order ‘to allow them to do so, I am sure the
people of Queensland would be only too
willing to pay that extra 3d.

The SPEAKER: Order ! The hon. member

has exhausted the time allowed him under
the Standing Orders.

Mr. SIZER: I thank you, Mr. Speaker,
for the way you have carried me on.
HoxoturaBLE MEMBERS : Hear, hcar!

Mr. CORSER (Burnett): 1 must first of all
offer my congratulations to the mover and
seconder of the Address in Reply. I must
also say that we are to be complimented on
having new Opposition members who are a

[ r. Sizer.
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credit to themselves and the country. I think
that as we go along we shall find that when
the people have a last say they will realise
that, despite the great promises of the
Government, there are certain promises that
will not be carried out when they have the
power to act.
Mr. CARTER:
though.

Mr. CORSER: But I was not borne out.
The hon, gentleman did me a good turn and
I reciprocated, and as a result I was not

borne out. The hon. member

[8.30 p.m.] for Port Curtis came into my

electorate, and as that was doing
me a good turn, I reciprocated by not going
into his. (Laughter.)

Mr. CarTER: You were in my electorate
once, - and did me a good turn.

Mr. CORSER: One of the things which
the Government should do in the interests
of the State is to provide for a reduction of
members of this House, That reform has
been looked for ever since the Federal Par-
liament was established in Melbourne.

Mr. Warrrorp: Kver since the Labour

You may be borne out,

_party came into power.

Mr. CORSER: Tf anyone looks at the
alterations that were made in the numbers
of members in the other States they will
admit that Queensland has got far too many
members in this House.

Mr. Sayra: Why don’t you resign?

The TreasUrer: There are not too many
Liberals.

Mr. CORSER: If we had equal represen-
tation in the number of votes cast the
Treasurer and his Government might be
frightened that they would go out of office.
The number of votes cast for the Liberals
at the recent elections was practically one-
half of the total votes polled. If we had
had proportionate representation at the last
election, then we would have had a better
state of affairs so far as the strength of
parties is concermed.

Mr. HarTiEY: We will make Burnett a
separate State and then you will be right.

Mr. CORSER: The Burnett is important
cpough for it, 1 sincerely hope that the
Government will take into consideration the
advantages to the electors by the reduction
of the number of members in the Assembly.
It would be better to reduce the number to
forty., We have members sitting here who
have only 1,700 names on their electoral rolls,
and we have ofher members who have 11,500
votes on their rolls, and both these members
have an equal voicg in this House.

Mr. Hartory: That is the fault of your
Government in the past dragging everything
to Brisbane.

Mr, CORSER : Not necessarily. Previously -
to the late Government going out of office
the electoral law was carried out under a
Bill which provided for a redistribution of
scats from time to time, but that was wiped
out. At one time 4,000 votes on a roll was
considered something like an equitable basis
to work on. Hon. gentlemen who occupy the
front Treasury benches claim to be more
democratic than the Government they de-
feated. Why should we have to appeal to
them over and over again to make possible
an equal value of votes?

Mr. PETERSON: Do you want less country
members ?
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Mr. CORSER: No. If the Government
are going to reduce the number of members
there are sufficient country members sitting
behind the Government to see that the num-
ber from the country is not reduced. They
should see that we get fair representation
for the country.

Hon. J. M. HuxteEr: If you had one vote
one value you would disfranchise the country
members.

Mr. CORSER : No. Under a fair electoral
system  the hon. member knows that fair
representation would be given to the country
and fair representation to the cities.

Hon. J. M. HuNTER: But you want one
vote one value,

Mr. CORSER: Yes, and if any section
should have a vote it is the section who were
deprived of their votes at the last election.
During the three years we were in opposi-
tion we impressed on the Government the
necessity of providing for a vote for our
absent soldiers, and time and again we re-
minded the Government that that provision
had not been made. On each occasion the
Premier and other members of the Govern-
ment would try and deceive us by saying that
all provision had been made, and it was only
necessary for them to poll the vote when it
was required. When the elections were hur-
ried on and it was too late to provide for
making the vote the Government made pro-
vision for the soldiers to wvote. When no
harm could be done to them they introduced
a costly system of voting by proxy.

The TREASURER: Mr. Pritchard said he
was quite ready.

Mr. CORSER: If Mr, Pritchard had had
all the say therc would have been an altered
state of affairs in this House to-night. Un-
fortunately, Mr. Ryan had all the say, and
that is the reason why we see things as they
are. Mr. Pritchard said he was ready.
Well, a game man is always ready. Mr.
Prltchard made that statement without the
experience of a member of Parliament, and
the Premier and members of the Government
are now pleased to use it against him. But
I am able to say that it was not the leader
of the Opposition or any member of Parlia-
moent who said that we were ready at that
time. How could we be recady without litera-
ture or anything else when the Government
had got all their orders into the Government
Printing Office to execute the tons of litera-
ture that went out? The Government had
their funds ready and everything else except
the provision for the soldiers’ vote.

My. Corpins: The 20th December
you.

Mr. CORSER: What was that?

Mr. CarteR: The time you promised to
go to the front.

At twentyfive minutes to 9 o’clock p.m.,

My, BertraM relieved the Speaker in the
chair.

Mr. CORSER: I heard lots of things
during the clection, aund that is another score
to the hon. gentlemans discredit. Previous
to the elections I made inquiry as to the
number of soldiers, nurses, munition workers,
etc., absent from Queensland, and I found
that there were approximately 47,000 Queens-
land electors away at that time. I want to
know how many of those people were en-
abled to use the franchise.

The Treasvrer: Certainly
soners of war.

killed

not the pri-
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Mr. CORSER: The prisoners o war
would not reprcsent one-half per cent. I
find, so far as I have been able to gather,
that there were 900 or more electors out of
my electorate, and I have got their names
with me. I would not like to say that 100
of these people were given a vote. Owing
to representations that were made, and which
I was pleascd to have some say in, the
Government agreed to put on the roll those
lads who had been away about two years
frem Queensiand. There was no provision
for them to get on the roll, but on the 12th
February it wuas agreed that -the electoral
officer should sign an application form for
thess soldiers.

The TREASURER:
the roll.

Mr. CORSER: Ves, there were 124 in my
clectorate put on the roll in that way, and
twenty-seven of them had no vote at all
Two of my brothers had no votes, and they
did not have the opportunity to vote at all.
I know one lad, a pronounced Labourite, who
had no vote, and another a Nationalist. A
father living in my electorate had two sons
who returned from the war, and when the
elder went to the polling-booth he found he
had no vote. The younger man was not on
the roll. The Government claimed that they
had a soldiers’ roll, and put all those who
were entitled to vote on the roll. I can give
other instances of the way the proxy vote
was used.

The TREASURER: If all those fellows had
exercised their votes, where would you be?

Mr. HarTLEY : On his farm.

Mr. CORSER: If the Opposition received
the benefit of the absent soldiers’ votes that
they should do, then we would know where
we would be.

The TREASURER: In the soup.

Mr. CORSER: There are other instances
that I will give, even if they are offhand
ones. There are farmers in my district who
received proxies from their sons on the Wed-
nestday after the elections. They were not
rie%}verux to them until three deys after the
po

The TREASURER:
Post Ofice.

Mr. CORSER : But you control the regula-
tions which enabled those proxies to be
placed in the post office in time to get there
hefore the poll. You had three years to
make provision for the proxies to get to that
farmer in time, and three days after the poll
had closed this father received his sons”
proxies

Hon J. M. HuUNTER:
you.

Mr. CORSER : That might sound all right,
but if you saw the letters I have received
from these parents you would not think so.
I have other instances of wives of absenf
soldiers who received the proxies from their
husbands after the poll had been taken. In
all justice, whether these votes were for the
Government or against them, it is only fair
that provision should have been made to give
these young fellows & vote. Could not their
nominations of proxies have been taken
twelve months ago? Could we not make pro-
vision now for proxies to be held by the
friends of these absent soldiers so thaf they
could vote at any time, whether it be for a
referendum or anythmv else? If there is cne
side which will be prepared to abide by the

Mr. Corser.]

And they were put on

We do not conitrol the

A lucky thing for
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votes of the soldiers it is the Opposition.
Government members, during the election
campaign, went round the country telling the
people that we were opposed to giving these
absent soldiers a vote when they knew we
voted in this House, in 1914, to provide them
with two votes.

_ I notice in the Governor’s Speech that there
Is to be some tampering with the judges. I
have been thinking this over. I have not been
before the ‘“beak” myself, but one never
knows what might happen if he stays here
too long. Tooking back, it strikes me that
the Government’s policy speech was written
at Bt. Helena. Very probably the Premier
had a deputation there, and made a promise
to those people, too. I was just wondering
whether those people, whom the Premier
wished to get on his side, had a deputation
to him to get even with the judges, and prob-
ably that is why he is introducing this mea-
sure. If there is any scction of the com-
munity that is going to be pleased with the
tampering with our judges, it will certainly
be those who are serving sentences.

Mr. Cartgr: They are all Liberals down
there.

Mr. CORSER: That is why you did not
give them a vote. (Laughter.)

I notice there is also some provision for
tampering with the other Chamber.

Mr. Carter: We do not want to tamper
with it. We want to get rid of it.

Mr. CORSER: I want to make myself
clear on this point. As far as the Ubpper
House is concerned, at the present time it is
a most undemocratic Chamber in so far as
regards the manner in which appointments
can be made. Tt is possibly the worst system
that we could have, and it is not the first
time I have said it, either in this House or
outside. I believe in an Upper Chamber, hut
I believe in a fair and reasonable franchise.

Mr. Carrer: A broad franchise.

Mr. CORSER: Tt all depends on what you
mean by that phrase.

Mr. CartER: I mean “One individual one
vote.”’

Mr. CORSFTR: I have just shown where
you denied some individuals a vote.

Mr. Canter: I have not denied anyone a
vote.

Mr. CORSER : But those who have the sav
have done so. T think we might well pro-
vide for an alteration in the Upper House,
and make it elective.

Mr. Krrwan: That is against a plank in
the Liberal platform, ““ No interference with

the Upper House,” and I can show it to you
in black and white.

Mr. CORSER: Fortunately, we in the Op-
position are able to think for ourselves. We
are allowed a free hand, and can speak what
we think.

Mr. Carter: That is why there are so few
of you there.  (Laughter.)

Mr. CORSER: There are better times
ahead, when people will see that we do think
what we speak, and when they will begin to
realise that the Government <o not think
that which they say. T sincerely hope that
the Government will, at an early date, intro-
duce a measure to provide for an elective

[#r. Corser.
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Upper House on a reasonable franchise.
Sooner than have a continuation of the

Upper House as it is at present, I would see
it wiped out altogether.

GOVERNMENT MrEwBERS : Hear, hear! Conie
over here,

Mr. CORSER: And whilst T say that——o

Mr. CartzR: You do not mean it.

Myr. CORSER: T look back to the amount
of work that that Chamber has done in the
intersste of the people of the State, and I
leok back to the amount of good it has done
for the country constituencies. Once you
wipe it out I am afraid we will be in the
soup  altogether.  If the Government are
woing to introduce a measure for an elective
Unper House, then they will get very strong
support in this Chamber.

I notice that it is proposed to amend the
Elections Act. If there is any Act in Queens-
Jand that wants amending it is the Elections
Act. No doubt, a majority of the electors
voted for the Government, but not in pro-
portion to the number of seats they hold.
The Act provides, as was evident at the last
elections. and which appears to have been
admitted by the Assistant Minister for Jus-
tice—it provides for double voting, and it
provides for roll-stuffing to some degree. We
have stated that for three vesrs, but for three
vears nothing has been done.

Mr. Prrerzox : How many duplicates were
there in wour electorate?

Mr. CORSER: Three that I know of; all
good Labourites, and they all voted Labour
twice, and if there are any inquiries to he
made I shx#ll he very pleased to give the
Treasurer the names so that justice will be
done.

Mr. Kirwax: You know what happened in
1913, when there was all the talk about double
voting. They «ll voted for your side.

Mr. CORSER:
vour trihunal ¢

Mr. Kiewan: 1
ful, you know.

Mr. CORSER: If the Government are in
earncst in their proposal to amend the Elec-
tions Act, they are going to gst very great
support from us.

Mr. Harrtrey: It is only when we touch
vour pockets that we get your opposition.

Mr. CORSER : My pocket has been touched
long ago. I find that there is a State Enter-
prises Bill to be brought forward, and it was
very interesting to hear the mover of the
Address in Reply say that State enterprises
were to be put under non-political control.
That is not in keeping with the policy of the
followers of the Government.

The TreasURER: I am afraid you misunder-
steod him.

Mr. CORSER: I am afraid ¢ Hansard”
will not misurderstand him. I noticed
Ministers when the hon. member mads that
statement, and their faces did not indicate
that they believed in that, or that their fol-
lowers wonld sllow them to believe in it,
and particularly the Treasurer.

Mr. K1ewaN: What is wroneg with the last
commission that they appointed?

Mr. CORSER : I can assure the hon. mem-

ber that I do not know what was wrong with
the last commission, but I do not see where

That was when you lost all
S,

c. You ought to be care-
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£200,060 has been saved to the State. The
State ex terprises are to be placed under non-
political control.

Hon. J. M. HUNTER:
to dream dreams.

Mr. CORSER: I am.
think things. (Laughter.) And from the
remarks of the mover of the Address in
Reply, it would appear that the hon. gentle-
man is available for something pretty big.

Mr. #rR: You think he would be a fit
person fm the job, anyhow.

Mr. CORSER: He has not the chief quali-
fication for the job if it is to be non-political.

I also note that the mover of the Address
in Reply claimed that the State should have
4 say in the fixation of the price of butter
in Queensland. To-day the State may have
no representation on the Commonwealth
board for fixing prices, but the farmers have
direct 1 plesentatlrn on that board, and con-
sequently they arc able to secure a fair price
for their butter., When the State Govern-
ment had control we had no such representa-
tion. I would far rather see a continuation
«f the system of representation of the
farmers than I would see representation of
the State Government,

I notice also that the Marsupials Act is to
be amended. I hope that the amending Bill
will make provision for the assessment of
Covernment cattle for the purposes of the
Act.

Hon. J. M. Houxter: The State stations
puy marsupial assessment now, just the same
a3 private stockowners,

Mr. CORBLR: Well, in this Chamber last
session  the hon. gentleman stated that
neither rates nor ren! were paid by the State
stations,

Hon. J. M. Hu~NTER: I said that they paid
marsupial rates.

Mr. CORSER: The Auditor-General
reports that they pay no rates.

Hon. J. M. FHuxtER:
shire council rates.

Mr. CORSER: The hon. gentleman did
not make any aunh qualification, according
to “ Hansard.” Did the hon. gentleman
deceue both this House and the people last
seision ?

Hon. J. M. HusTER: The State stations
have always paid marsupial assessment.

Xr. CORSER:

You are beginning

I am beginning to

No municipal or

! The hon. gentleman then
claimed  that they paid neither rates nor
rent.  Then, we are promised a Bill to
amend the Land Acts, 1910-1917. Will that
Bill contain a provision for the payment of
local government rates by the Government ?

Hon. J. 21. HuxtER: I never said so.

Mr. CORSER: I know the hon. gentleman
never sawd so, but 1 h(:pg some provision will
be made, cither in that Bill or in the Bill
to amend the Local Authorities Act, for the
Crown giving some sssistance to the local
suthorities,

Hon. J. M. HuNTER: Are you quite clear
now as to what I said?

Mr. CORSER: I will quote from
sard” what the hon.

Han-
gentleman did say on
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the subjeet. On 19th July last the hon. mem-
ber for Caruzarvon asked the

Chief Sec-
retary-—

“ What rates and taxes have the Go-
vernment paid, or are due to be paid, on
their State station, Mount Hutton—
. Shire council rates?
. Marsupial rates?
. Rabbit board rates? |
. Brands Act assossment?
Diseases In Stock Act assessment?
Licenscd gate fees?
. Rent to the Crown?
. Land tax (leasehold)
Government ?
9. Income tax
ment ?
10. Income tax to State Government?
11. Workers’ Insurance Act?
12. Subscriptions to local hospital ?
13. Intcrest on rabbit net fencing?
14, Tabacco license to sell to station
hands 77
““ The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIc LANDS
(Hon. J. M. Hunter, Maranoa) replied—

“The hon. member should have ad-
dressed this question to the Secretary
for Public Lands. The answer is as fol-
lows:—

1 to 6. None.

7. The same rent as paid by previous
lessee.

8 to 14. Eleven exclusive.
to 1 to 6.

11. Similar premiums as that paid by
the honourable gentleman to the State
Insurance Office.”

Hon. J. M. Huxter: The chances are that
Mount Hutton paid none of those rates and
taxes. We only held Mount Huiton for a
short while, and the chances are that we
never paid any.

Mr. CORSER:
reply we received.

HTon. J. M. 1IvNter: That may have been
perfectly truc of Mount Hutton, but it might
not be true of any other property.

Mr. CORSER: Thsse things ought to be
true when they are icported in ¢ Hansard”
in answer to questions put by hon. members.
If it is true that the Government do not
pay any of these things, then I sincerely
hiope that provision will be mads in onoc of
the amending Bills for them to do so.

Hon. J. M. Huxter: That may be quite
true of Mount Hutton.

Mr. CORSER: We have doubted replies
given by the Government, and now the hon.
gentleman doubts his own answer.

A Coverxvent MpupEr: You are quib-
bling.

Mr. CORSER: I am not; and that reply
does not enable the Minister to quibble.

Hen, J. 3L HuxtEr: Ask about another
property.

Mr. CORSER: We remember that the
Minister increased the value of the lease of
Mount Hutton by a large amount. We

remember also that the Auditor-

[9 p.m.] Genmdl said that the increased

price for the lease was to be
added to the value of the land, and would
have to be paid for by the settlers who came
afterwards.

Hon. J. M. HunTER: The Minister said it
was not true, and it is not.

Mr.

to Federal

to Federal Govern-
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Mr. CORSER: That is what the Auditor-
General said.

Hon. J. M. HuxTER: Noj; he said it was
quite possible it would be done, but it is not
being done.

Mr. CORSER : Then you have a right to
reprimand him,

Hon. J. M. Hu~xter: You do it.

Mr. CORSER: We will do it very soon

if we get over to that side. (Government
laughter.) This land is now being made
available for the returned soldiers, and the
Minister makes out that the Auditor-General
was wrong, and that the increased value is
not going to be added to the land.

Hon. J. M. HuxnTER: I think you will find
that a qualified statement was made.

Mr. CORBER: I have twice told what
statement was made, and the Minister knows
what statcment was made. He knows that
what I say is true.

Hon. J. M. Huntrr: No, it is not; it is
not being added to the lease.

Mr. CORSER: Who is paying for it?
_tHon. J. M. Hu~NtEr: You are paying for
it.

Mr. CORSER: I know we are. Every
farmer is paying for it, and will have to
continue paying for the blunders of the Go-
vernment, for the result of the bang-tailed
muster which has not come about. When
the Government are amending the Land Act,
they should in all seriousngss comsider the
representations being made by us on this
side, and take into account the warning we
have given them of the dangers to Queens-
land owing to the ever increasing spread of
prickly-pear. Areas that three yeéars ago
had no pear on them are to-day becoming
heavily infested. The Minister will bear me
out in saying that the records of his depart-
ment show that 1,000,000 acres are being
infested every year.

Hon., J. M. HuNrer: I do not think so.
That is what the experts say; one of them.

. Mr. CORSER: A million acres are being
infested every year.

Hon. J. M. Huxter: Do you agree with
that?

Mr. CORSER: We do not usually have to
admit what the Government say. The Min-
ister knows it is spreading fast. There are
areas being infested to-day of men who
have given the best that is in them to rid
their lands of pear, whose wives and children
have worked long hours in the endeavour to
rid their property of pear, and these people,
broken down in health, are being driven off
their land to-day, with their land mort-
gaged, because of the continued reinfesta-
tion of Crown lands. It is the good areas
of Queensland and the large tracts of coun-
try that is being infested every day which
should receive some consideration. 1t is not
right for the Government to hide behind
the late Government. Our experience of
our land laws in connection with prickly-pear
selections shows that the conditions which it
was hoped were lenient enough have not
proved too beneficial to settlers.

Hon. J. M. HuntER: Thev are much more
lenient than any other Government ever
gave them.

Mr. CORSER: They want to be more
lenient. We had considered the idea pre-
vious to the going out of the late Govern-
ment of making the conditions easier. The

[Mr. Corser.
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present Government have extended the time
for payment, but why should we ask for
payment on these lands? Should we not
think more of clearing the lands that sur-
round them? These settlers are forced off
their farms because the Crown do not clear
their own land. There is no more important
subject to-day for this House to consider
than to take into account the big asset we
are losing in Qucensland by the increase of
this pest to the extent of 1,000,000 acres a
year—say, 1,000,000 acres at £3 an acre.
Hon. J. M. Hunter: That is a splendid
advertisement for Queensland.

Mr. CORSER: We¢ must not try to con-
ceal in this House the truth that Queensland
is becoming more heavily infested every day
with prickly-pear, and the Government are
taking no action. 'There seems to be no
indication in the Speech of the slightest
assistance to be given to these people, who
are broken and dishcartened by an endeavour
to do the best for themselves and to make
good on land on which they have lost their
health and money.

Mr. PerzRsoN: What is your remedy?

Mr. CORSER : My remedy is to take into
account the experience of poor farmers, the
experience of both sides of this House, and
thoroughly discuss the matter. We should
get away from party politics and consider
the matter from the point of view of the
best advantage fo the State.

Mr. PETERSON : But that is not a remedy.
I want to assist you, not to criticise.

Mr. CORSER: It is a means of bringing
about a remedy. The hon. member and the
Government can depend on this side trying
to do something to eradicate this pest.
Getting back to the other portion of this
land discussion, I have here the Auditor-
General’s report, and I find the following on
page 24—

“The selectors who take up Mount
Hutton will have to carry the load of
this additional amount that has been
placed upon it.”’

Is not that sufficient evidence for the Min-
ister. I have given what the Auditor-General
says, the Minister’s own statement in ‘‘ Han-
sard,” and the facts and figures. Is the
Minister not going to agree to them?

Hon. J. M. Hunter: You want to read
that part of the report you have dropped.

Mr. CORSER: I only wish we had had
a chance of reading it to the people at the
elections.

Mr. MacArRTNEY: They were not game to
give us a chance.

Mr. CORSER: They did not give us time.
I notice also that the Government propose
to tamper with the Brisbane tramways—we
have a Brisbane Tramways Fares Bill. That
iz a good election cry. The Government do
not find the money; it doe: not matter to
them; it is popular; never mind whether
it is just or not. I do not know much about
the fares, They seem to be pretty well the
same as they are in the other States; nothing
to cry about very much, If it is necessary to
reduce fares, and it is possible, well then, do
it.

Then there is a Brisbane Tramways Pur-
chase Bill. If the Government are not able
to build railways and fulfil promises made
to the people in agricultural districts, why
do theyv want to provide for the purchase of
the Brisbane tramways? Surely the com-
forts provided in the city are sufficient with-
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out the Government wasting money and de-
priving other districts of railways which
have been promised——districts which have
been settled by selectors believing that a
railway was to go there. I do not know
that there is any immediate necessity for the
purchase of this tramway. Things are going
on very well. It is a very creditable system
so far as we can see, and I do not sece why
the Government want to waste this money—
and certainly the time of this House.

I notice, further, that the Government con-
template going on with the Stcel and Iron
Works Bill. Last year a State Steel and Iron
Works Bill was intvroduced—we have heard
a lot about ‘“‘steal” Bills in here—and it was
passed here, and it passed the other House
with an amendment which, I think, provided
that the expenditure should be limited to
£150.0¢4. When hon. members went into
the electorates, what did they say? That the
Opposition voted against the Steel and Iron
Works Bill.

Mr. MacCARTNEY: Near enough.

Mr. CORSER: It was ncear enough. In my
electorate the Premier was usked whether
the hon. member for Burnett voted for it.
“Well,” he said, ““if he did, he was an
exception.” I will tell you what I was able
to tell them—that every member cn this side
of the House gave his consent and voted for
the Bill. No division was taken at all, and
vet the Government and the Premier will
go out into the country and say anything to
deceive the people.

Hon. J. M. Hyuxter: Speak one way and
vot2 the other.

My, CORSER: I have not been con-
taminated yet, I was going to say, by sitting
next to the Minister, but I notice that the
Minister for Lands is sitting there. (Laugh-
ter.) I notice that the Government appear
to be taking some suggestions that were
made to them by the Upper House on the
last occasion, because I find that it is not a
State Steel and Iron Works Bill they pro-
pose to introduce. It is recommended that—

“steps be taken to establish a State

iron-sieelting plant capable of producing

pig-iron commercially.”
Now, there is a big difference in that. We
advocated, the Upper House advocated and
urged, the establishment of works for the
production of pig-iron. All we suggested
was the deletion of the provision for the
establishment of steel works, because it would
require millions of money and years of ex-
perience. So a limit of £100,000 or £200,000,
as the case may be, was provided as the cost
for one year, to enable it to be started. The
Government would not accept the amend-
ment. because they said they would not be
able to establish ironworks without unlimited
funds. They threw the Bill out, and they
have done nothing.

My, MacarTNEY : They said they were going
to do it without the Bill.

Mr. CORSER: They have done nothing
but test a few tons of ore that was tested
by private enterprise long before the Govern-
ment thought of i, That is not the reason
why the Government threw out the Bill
That State Iron and Steel Works Bill pro-
vided also for the commandeering of other
industries that might deal with iron—ships,
Walkers Limited, any of your hardware
establishments, The whole of the iron indus-
try was likely to be commandeered—secized
by the State—had that Bill passed through;
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and because it was amended they threw it
out rather than establish pig-iron works.
Now, after the elections, they come along
with a suggestion that they are going to
reintroduce 1t.

Mr. Macsrtsey: Thinking about it.

Hon. J. M. Huxter: Meanwhile, we are
making it.

Mr. CORSER: The hon. member must
know that only fifty bags or 50 tons of ore
went through. That was an experiment.
saw it going, and it went just during election
time, so that the electors could say, * Look at
what the Government are doing; they have
made a start.” They put it in a furnace and
blew it up—so that they could tell the people
they werce «tarting on it without their Steel
and Iron Works Bill.

Flon. J. M. Huxrez: Blew up the Oppo-
sition. ’

Mr. CORSER: Maybe; but it will come
down again, I can assure you. We also find
thet some provision is made for the con-
tinued trial at Roma for mineral oil, and
they are getting to the depth at which they
hope to find gas.

Hon. J. M. Hu~vter: They have got to a
shallower depth than you and Vowles.

Mr. CORSER: Well, they got a lot of it
from you.

The DEPUTY SPREAKER: Order!

Mr, CORSER: It will be a valuable asset
if wo can find oil there. It may be well to
look into the Listory of oil-boring in Aus-
tralia, and take into account th¢ number
of times that some little thing has occurred
ty prevent our obtaining what we want. We
had oil there—or gas. Something happened.
The casing went down or the gas caught
Gire, and before it was put out a great deal
of damage was done. It is to be hoped that
if the Government strike it again every care
will be taken. Something seems to stand in
the way of our finding this vers fine com-
riodity which would be so useful to Queens-
land. -

The Government also made the Governor
say these things—no wonder he did not want
2 crowd to listen to him—

“These awards and agreements have
had the effcct of placing the remunera-
tion of public servants on a more equit-
able basis, and of greatly improving their
general conditions. As a consequence,
the service is much more contented now
than it ever was before.”

That is a statement they make with their
tongues in their cheeks, and I suppose that
when the statement was made in the other
Chawmber, even the late Minister for Lands
could not help smiling.

Hon. J. M. HUNTER:
hear it. (Laughter.)

¥r. CORSER: Our State service has
never been so unsettled as it is at the
present time. The members of the service
are on their hind legs, and saying all sorts
of things about the way they have been
treated by the Government, and asking for
consideration. There is a very big problem
facing the Government as far as the public
cervice is concerned. It is not a fair thing
to give one branch of the service increases
which other branches do not get, and it is
high time that the service bucked about sach
administration. The Government should
recognise the disabilities under which some
public servants are working, and should take

Mr. Corser.]

I was not there to
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the Opposition into their confidence, because
the Opposition, with the experience they have
had, might be able to do a lot to assist that
section of the community which requires
assistance.

The TrREASTRER: You deferred the auto-
matic increases and we paid them,

Mr. CORSER : But we provided the funds
which enabled the present Government to pay
those Increases, and we promised to pay
them, provided the money was in the Trea-
sury. L notice also that the Government are
making a great blow about what they are
doing for the farmers in establishing a pro-
duce agency business. The measure providing
for the establishment of that agency was
passed with the aid of the Opposition, and
with amendments which they proposed. but
which had to be inserted in the other House.

Hon. J. M. HUNTER:
bad things in the Act,

Mr. CORSER: The Act makes provision
for the Government carrying on produce
agencies, and the Secretary. for Agriculture
admitted, as is shown by * Hansard,” that
the Government were very loth to do anything
to the detriment of co-operative enterprise,
but were bound by their policy speech to do
it. I sincerely hope that during this session
we shall have an opportunity, as an Opposi-
tion, of getting some suggestions embodied
in Bills. Very rarely did the present
Government accept an amendment from this
side of the House during the past three years.
The Opposition have intelligence with regard
to the matters submitted to the House, and
there is no reason why their suggestions
should not receive consideration. It is inter-
esting to note that, during the past three
vears, not on a single occasion did a member
supporting the Government vote with the
Opposition.

Hon. J. M. HusTER: That is a dreadful
reflection on the Opposition.

 Mr. CORSER: Tt is not a dreadful reflec-
tion on the Opposition, but it is a reflection
on the Government and their supporters.

Question put,

Ho~n. W. H. BARNES (Bulimba): I have
had the opportunity on many occasions of
being present in this House when the Address
in Reply hss been under consideration, and
I confess that I have never at any time
seen such discourtesy as has been shown this
afterncon by members of the Government
party in not replying to the leaders of the
Opposition and other members on this xide
who have spoken in this debate. Such con-
duct indicates that the arguments which have
been used by members on this side of the
House cannot be answered by members
opposite, and that is one of the reasons why
we have had no Government member follow-
ing hon. members who have spoken. I am
inclined to think that after I have finished to-
night some member opposite will be anxious
to get up and reply to some of the things
I am going to say, for T am going to hit
right out from the shoulder. Personally, I
was not prepared to speak to-night. but
rather than allow the question to go through
I am determined to have something to say
in connection with the affairs of the State.
I heard the Treasurer interject, in regard to
the amount of money that was paid to the
public servants just about the time we went

[3r. Corser.
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out of office, that the present Government got
the money, and not the late Government,

The TREASTRER : I said you deferred paying
the automatic increases, and that we paid
them. .

Hon. W. H. BARNES: The hon. gentle-
man is correct in saying that we deferred
paving the automatic increases, but he is
not correct when he tries to draw a red
herring across the trail. I shall quote from
“ Hangard 7’ to show that it was the financing
of the late Government which enabled the
present Government to pay those incrcases,
and that they would have been paid if the
late (fovernment had remained in office.
No doubt the hon. gentleman has perused
the correspondence on this subject which is
in the Treasury. The then Under Sccretary
to the Treasury drew attention to the state
of the finances at the end of that year, and
proposed certsin things which 1 as Treasurer
did not agree with, and T replied to Mr.
Fowles that it was only apparent towards the
end of the financial year that we were going
to be in a position to pay those increases.
What would have happened if we had paid
the increases at that particular time. which
was the eve of an election? Though the
money was then in sight, if we had said
we werz going to pay those increases we
should have been charged, and very justly,
with seeking to buy the voters, especially
the voters in the public service. More recent
ovents heve proved that there have been
some gentlemen in public positions, and sit-
ting on the Treasury bench, who have not
had such delicate feelings in regard to
matters of that kind. I shall quote from
page 1273 of * Hansard >’ for 1914—

“Hon. members in perusing the BEsti-
mates will notice that no increases are
provided for any officers of the State;
but whilst this is so, I am pleased to
inform hon. members that no reductions
have been made in salaries. (Hear,
hear!) Before the war broke out it had
boen arranged that the usual automatio
increases should be given, whilst all
branches of the service would, in all
probability. have obtained increases. In
connection with the Railways and Edu-
cation Departments, some considerable
improvements in salary had been decided
upon. The effect of the war on our
finances made it imperative that the
Government’s intentions in this direction
be abandoned; those interested will,
therefore, have to await a more favour-
able opportunity. I desire, however, to
inform hon. members that, should ciz-
cumstances warrant it, the claims of all
officors concerned will be at once dealt
with., (Hear, hear!)}”

The TreEssurer: They were not paid.
Hon. W. H. BARNES: Let me remind
hon. members that as a result of our careful
financing, they were paid. and it was the
only time since this Government has been
in office that they had a surplus.
[6.30 p.m.] That surplus was arranged and
provided for them during the
eleven months of the financial year that we
were in office., and it was the only time that
the hon. gentleman had a surplus since he
has been in office.
The TREASTRER: No.
Ho~x. W. H. BARNES: I apologise to the
hon. member. There was a paper surplus
on one other occasion. But they were faked
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figures, and the Auditor-General drew atten-
tion to the fact that certain accounts had
accrued in connection with the Railway
Department that had been held back in
order to produce a surplus.

The TrEASURER: Because the acquitted
vouchers had not reached the Treasury.

Hon. W. H. BARNES: The hon. gentle-
man does not like what is the absolute
truth. Anyone can produce a surplus on
those lines. Let me say that it is the only
surplus which was produced by hon gentle-
men opposite since they have been on the
Treasury benches. 1 shall be compelled in
my speech to-night to make remarks that
are not very condensed, but I am going to
have my say. I want first of all to deal
with a matter of deep interest to my electors.
I refer now to the deputation which waited
upon the Hon. the Minister for Public Lands,
¥lr. Hunter, in connection with the State
butcher’s shop at Wynnum. It was amusing
to find the way in which the Minister who
received that deputation tried to dodge the
whole business. Prior to the elections certain
things were done in connection with the
Bulimba electorate to try to get the votes
of those particular electors. One of the
things that was done was done in a great
hurry. 1 believe that if the records were
looked up it would be found that in order
to get the butcher’s shop established in Haw-
thorne just in time for the election they had
a considerable amount of overtime to pay to
workers. It was stated in Wynnum, ¢ If you
do not return a man of the right brand, your
butcher’s shop will be taken away from
you.” Some of the writers to the ¢ Daily
Standard”” have been drawing attention to
it, and they stated: “If you are making it
hot for those who voted National, you are
also making it hot for the other fellow.”
But, apparently, the idea of public morality
on the part of the Minister for Lands in
that connection does not matter one bit.
It seems to me that it is only in keeping
with what the Government have been doing
ever since they have been in office. It does
not matter a straw what they do so long as
in scme way they get the benefit.

The SrECRETARY FOR PUBLIC Lanps: The
late Minister for Lands is as honest as any
man.

Hon. W. H. BARNES: I am not saying
anything about his honesty, but I was refer-
ring to his political devious ways in connec-
tion with the State meat shops. 1 believe
that when the answers are given on Tuesday
next to the questions which I asked to-day, it
will be found that the proposal with regard
to the State meat shops was all fireworks.
The prenises were leased for three years, yet
one of the arguments used in connection with
the matter was that it was not a suitable
shop. It is most marvellous that they did not
discover that it was not suitable before they
commmenced business there. It was found not
to be suitable when a man was returned for
Bulimbha by a large number of Labour-
National voters, and that that man did not
have the right brand on him. That was one
of the wavs of punishing the people there.
Thev were told that thev were going to he
put across the Government’s knee, politically,
ard given u whacking. So the proposal was
made to remove the State meat shop. The
Hon. Minister for Public Lands, Mr. Hunter,
wanted to find out exactly my own view with
regard to it. hut I was able to meet him
there. I would not give him any satisfaction.
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The Minister descended to that before a depu-
tation of respectable men. It does not follow
that when a member of Parliament takes a
deputation to a Minister that he is going to
agree in every detail with what the deputa-
tion put forward, and that is no reason why
he is to be ecross-questioned about his own
attitude in regard to it. The late Minister
for Public Lands prostituted his position on
that occasion in regard to the attitude he
adopted towards that deputation of working
men who were interested in that meat shop.
It seems to me that when a Government will
descend to that sort of thing there is some-
fhirég wrong in the political life of Queens-
and.

The SecrETaARY ForR PusLic Lanps: Did you
ever ask a member who submitted a matter
for your consideration whilst you were a
Minister, as to what his opinion about the
question was?

HoxN, W. H. BARNES: I never tried to
bait any member, and I never tried to bait
the present Minister for Public Lands, be-
cause I do not think he would adopt that
attitude towards any deputation.

HHONOURABLE MFEMBERS : Hecar, hear!

Hox. W. H. BARNES: My own idea is
that the whole thing was what you might
call a theatrical act on the part of the Go-
vernment. They wanted to see if they could
get at the new member for Bulimba, and
they wanted to get an expression of opinicn
from him, but ther failed hopelessly. The
public of Quecnsland will admit that I was
good enough for the Vice-President of the
Iixecutive Council, Mr. Hunter, on that occa-
siom.

The TREASURER: Are you prepared to give
us your opinion on it now?

Hon. W. H. BARNES: I am quite as
capable of holding up my own end of the
stick as the Treasurer is, and he will find
that out before I have domne to-night. I
might tell him that I am going to take off
the gloves to-night.

GoverNMENT MEmEERS: Hear, hear! and
laughter.

Hon. W. H. BARNES: I am going to
refer to certain things which have been tried
to be glossed over by a certain section of the
community. I am going to hit right out to-
night, whatever the consequences may be.
(Hear, hear!) I notice in the Speech that
there are patriotic references. My word, the
patriotic references have been slow incoming,
and they have been very much like what has
been the attitude of many of the Ministers—I
don’t say all of them. There have been not-
able exceptions, but many of the Ministers
have absolutely abstained from giving one
word of welcome to the boys who have been
fichting our battles at the front. They have
hidden behind somecthing—have been afraid
to come out from under cover in order to wel-
come the men who have been fighting the
battles of the Empire.

The TREASURER : There has been a Minister
nresent every time the soldiers returned.

That is different to what they do in the other
States.

Hon. W. H. BARNES: The hon. gentle-
man mnay be perfectly right in saying that.
Rut I would remind him that there are some
other Ministers who have dodged these meet-
ings, and tried to get out of the business.

Hon. W. H. Barnes.)
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They have dodged them in other ways, and
I will tell you how before I have [inished.

The TrREASURER: The Ministers in Victoria
and New South Wales never meet the re-
turned soldiers.

Hon. W. H. BARNES: Surely we are not
going to follow what the Ministers in New
Soath Weles and Victoria do! I take it that
when men are brave encugh and game
enough to fight for ue, then it is up to the
men who applaud from the platform to go
and meet them when they return. There
has been too much of clapping fellows on the
back when they have gone away and leaving
therm: to their own resources when thev get
back, just as we find the Miuister for Educa
tion is grumbling over the exvenditure of a
little money in connection with the Soldiers’
Industrial Institute. T wmet a soldier the
other day-—a trade unionis$, tco—and I found
that he had taken off his very badge. e
did it hecause he said he could not get work
with his badge on; that people would not
employ him.

The TREASTRER: What were the private
emplovers doing ?

Hox. W. H. BARNES: My private ad-
vice to him was that every man should keep
his badge on. .

The TreasvrER: What were the private
employers doing?

Hox. W. H. BARNES: The Government
at least have not shown the way in that
regard.

The TreastrEr: Yes, they have.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: They have not
shown the way to private ecmployers, and
vet we find here a Speech that presumably
1s loyal, put into the hands of His Excel-
lency the Governor, and I want to ask:
Has a change come over some of the hon.
members on the opposite side? Why, there
have been sitting on the front Treasury
bench to-night and to-day men who publicly
stated that FEngland was the home of cant
and humbug, and that if men were sent home
from here they were going to be sent home
not to fight the nation’s battle in France
and in Flanders, but they were going some-
where else to fight someone else. And let
me remind hon. members that those members
have never withdrawn one of those state-
ments. My remarks do not apply to every
member of the Cabinet, but there are mem-
bers of the Cabinet who have broken their
oath of office, and they have done the mean
and contemptible thing by the Empire of
which we form a part; and I do not hesitato,
in speaking of if, to say that no man—I do
not care who he is—is fit to occupy a posi-
tion of that kind until he makes good any
statements he has made with regard to the
Empire and with regard to recruiting.

Hon. W. N. Gitries : That settles it, if you
say SO.

Hox. W, H. BARNES: There is no hon.
member ritting on the other side who can
refute the statements I have made in that
direction.

The Treasvrer: You do not know what
you are talking about.

Hon. W. H. BARNES: Would not the
hon. member like to be able to draw a veil
over those utterances which appeared in
quite a number of papers?

The TreastrReEr: What did the people of
Queensland say on the 16th March?
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Hox. W. H. BARNES: I will tell the
hon. member what the people said. I am
glad the hon. member has given me this
opportunity. We heard the hon. member
who moved the Address in Reply. I take this
opportunity of congratulating him on his
spaech. We heard that hon. mesmber speaking
about the vote. Shall I tell you how that
vote was got? In my electorate an old
cartoon which came from the Government
Printing Office—was printed there—and I
think I am right in saying it had the Trea-
surer’s name on it—it had at one period-—
was distributed showing myself hand in hand
with the Kaiser with regard to certain
dredges: Instructions were issued by the
Government, ‘“ Whatever you do, only let
that particular cartoon get into the Bulimba
clectorate. Whatever you do, keep it away
from the Logan. Wherever there are any
German electors keep it away, because it is
going to do us a great deal of harm. We
want on the one hand to try and show that
we are extreme loyalists, and on the other
hand wc want to fondle and nurse to our
bosom the German constituents; to make
them believe that we are their friends and
no one else.”” Now, the hon. member wants
to know how they got there. I will tell him.
I am not here to say that all men of German
raticnality arve disloyal. I am not going to
make that absurd statement. Many of them
are jJust as loyal as I am, but I am going to
tell hon. members oppesite how thev got
there—by banding together with the I.W.W.
(Government laughter.)

A GoverNMENT MEMBER : The Sinn Feiners.

Hon. W. H. BARNES: Yes, the disloyal-
ists of the community and the Sinn Feiners,
ete. Hverybody they could get hold of in
that particular regard they nursed to their
bosoms, and to-day we may say the Cabinet
and members on the opposite side are repre-
sentatives of the disloyalists in the com-
munity.

The TREASURER: A very thin statement.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: It may be a thin
statement, but it i1s a very true statement,
and one that the hon. gentleman does not
like.

The TreEaSURER : Billy Hughes worked that
out last year.

Mr. KiIrwaxn: Do yon mean to state that
a majority of the people of Queensland are
disloyal ?

Hon. W. H. BARNES: I think I can
say, too, that at the pressnt moement the
hon. member has got into a tight corner,
because I find his masters are speaking,
judging by the ‘ Standard.” I was talking
about the question of loyalty, but his masters
are speaking, as I find in the * Standard”
report this evening. It says certain resolu-
tions were carried at a meeting held zester-
day, and they read as follows:—

1. That, inasmuch that the workers
provide the blood and treasure to wage
and pay for all wars, war is alwawvs the
enemy of the workers of every land.

2. That we, the workers, always lose
in every war no matter which side to the
quarre! wins.

¢ %. That, thercfore, the sole intarest
of the workers of all countries lies in
stopping the presant war.

“4. That we demand, therefore, that
the Empire, of which Australia is part,
shall at once endeavour to secure an
armistice upon all fronts with a view to
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opening  immediately negotiations for
peoace on the basis of ‘ no indemnitics and
no annexations.’

“5, That we declare it our sincere
belief that any reember of the Labour
movement in this State, whether attached
to the parliamentary, political, or indus-
trial wing of the movement, who appears
upon the recruiting platform or in any
other way does any other act involving
any further parvticipation in the war by
Australia, fails to correctly interpret the
views of the workers upon this question,
and displays lamentable ignorance of the
fundamental principles of the working-
class movement.”

It shows that if an attempt is made to
move along a certain direction the outside
whip that controls this House, as far as the
Government side is concerned, is immediately
brought into operation.

It is the duty of every party, whatever
their name may be, to provide for the needs
of the community and cspecially the needs
of the wealest in the community.

I hope, in connection with the City of
Brisbane Bill, to which reference has been
made in the Specch, that provision will be
made for dealing with some of the needs of
tihe city and suburbs as far as housing is
concerned. I do not hesitate to say that
there are buildings in certain districts which
are a disgrace to the people who erected
them and who are getting rentals out of
them. There is no chance for child li‘e to
develep under such conditions, and I cer-
tainly think provision should be made—
especially where we have fairly large arcas
of land in the suburbs—for not allowing
lands to be cut up in, say, less than 32-perch
Jots. I believe 16 perches are not sufficient
in this country for anyone to build a home
on.

Hon. W. N, GiLrLies: When did you arrive
at that conclusion?

Hox. W. I. BARNES: I have advocated
that policy for years, and have never
deviated from it, and I appeal to hon.
members to take some action in this direction.
Only a very short distance from where I am
speaking there are buildings which, if they
were not occupied by any children, would be
all the better if a firestick were applied to
them. They ought to be burned to the
ground. . If they were, it would be a good
thing for the community.

Mr, LroyD: Are they insured in the State
Insurance Office? (Laughter.)

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I do not know.
They may be insured there, but all the
same I do not hesitate to say that that is
what should be done to those buildings.

Having said that, T want to direct the atten-
tion of the House to the fact that, whilst
there is great anxiety on the part of the
Government to gebt votes, that anxiety does
not manifest itself in other directions. For
instance, we have an asylum for the insane
at Goodna. Some three years ago the
leundry at that asylum was burned down
During the election campaign someone said,
“Ah, but it makes no difference, because they
have no votes.” My reply was that I thought
there were sufficient people outside that
institution who, perhaps, were not capable
of exercising the franchise properly without
adding to their number by giving votes to
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the people inside the institution. But the
fact remains that the Government, who are
supposed to have bowels of compassion to-
wards those whose needs are the greatest,
apparently because those pcople have no
votes, are prepared to allow that laundry
to remain in the same position for three
years.

The TreasureR: I think we have spent
£50,000 on the hospitals for the insane during
the last three years.

Hon. W, H. BARNES: And what did the
previous Government spend on thdse asylums
during the same period? They were not
behind in that regard.

It is absolutely neccessary that the State
should supplement the provision it is making
for the returncd men who have been at the
front. It secms to me that there is a
weakness—I am not blaming the Government
in this regard—in conncction with the assist-
ance that is being given to the wives and
children who have lost their breadwinners
at the front. Let me illustrate whet T mean.
Only this week two wives have come to me,
one with a little child about one year and
five months old. The woman was wcak and
sickly, and practically quite unable to con-
tinue to battle for herself without receiving
more assistance than she is gefting to-day.
Then there are women with girls of fifteen
or sixteen years of age and others who are
coming on. The State should wake up and
make provision for helping women of that
kind with a view to giving their children a
start in the community as some recompense
for what they have suffered for the Empire.

The TpEASTRER: We voted £130,000 last
vear for State children where you only voted

£170,000.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: It may happpen
that there are more orphans to-day than
there were when we were in office. But,
granting that the Government voted £130,000,
that is no rcason why that sum should be the
Alpha and Omega in the business.

The TREASTRER: We do not say so.

Hox. W, . BARNES: T say emphatically
from this side of the House that there is a
responsibility resting upon us to make pro-
vision for those who are least able to help
themselves, and we should not hesitate to
deal with the matter.

The hon. member for Logan made some
commesnt svith reference to finance. If I
followed the hon. member correctly, he
blamed those in another place for not pass-
ing certain financial measures of the Govern-
ment for the probable deficiency with which
the Treasurer is faced on 30th June next.
Now, I want to ask the Treasurer if it is
not a fact that. so far as he can foresee, the
income tax and land tax are likely to yield
as much as the hon. gentleman expected to
realise from the measures to which I have
alluded.

The TREASTRER: My estimate may be real-
ised, but I estimated a deficit of £495,000.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: The hon. gentle-
man is sidestepping. As a matter of fact,
he put down a certain estimate, plus what
he expected to get from increased taxation.

The TrREASTRER : Not at all. In addition to
my Estimates, I stated that, if the financial
proposals of the Government went through,
I expected to get another £500,000.

Hon. W. H. Barnes.)
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Ho~x. W, H. BARNES: I want to ask the
hon. gentleman if he is not going to get
pretty well that amount, although his finan-
cial proposals were not passed. The point
I wish to make is that any deficit there may
be iz not brought about through any failure
on the part of the Legislative Council to pass
those measures. I think I am safe in saying
that it is brought about by recklessness on
the part of the Government.

The Treasvrek: No; by unavoidable ex-
penditure.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: It is easy to pub
it down to unavoidable expenditure. We all
know there has been avoidable expenditure
in the direction of what may be called
speculative enterprises.

The TrrastrErR: That is debited to the
trust funds.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: Some of it is
debited to the trust funds, and perhaps the
hon. gentleman will like me to tell him what
I think about the trust funds. But I do not
thirk it would be wise, from my place in the
House to-night, to tell him what I think
on that subject, I think the hon. gentleman
would like it to stop at that.

The TrREASURER: You will have ample
opportunity later on.
Hox. W. H. BARNES: Let me say ab

once that any man who stood up in this
Touse at the present time snd disclosed the
actual state of the trust funds would not be
doing the Government a kindness.

The TrEASTRER: You would find them a
lot better‘ than you left them.

Honx. W. H. BARNES: No. I have fol-
lowed them very closely, and I have noticed
that there has been a good deal of what
vou might call bookkecping in connection
with the trust funds—opening fresh accounts
and making the trust funds improve by that
method. I have followed the matter closely,
even though I have not been in Parliament,
and I know exactly what has been going on.

The TreasurER: We liquidated £50,000
worth of bad debts that you left us.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: No; we left the
hon. gentleman with a big sum in absoclute
gold. There was £350,000 in gold in the
Treasury when we left office.

The TrREASURER: Eating its head off. We
shovelled it out.

Hon. W. H. BARNES: My word, yes; and
the hon. gentleman will shovel and shovel
until he leaves the State absolutely stranded.
That is his policy.

The TREASURER: You had £150,000 in gold
and thirty-five policemen looking after it.

Hon. W. H. BARNES: The hon. gentle-
man may want to know why that gold was
there. Well, the Federal Government at one
time said that if we found a certain sum
in gold they would find us notes representing
four times that amount.

The TREASURER: They did not carry that
out.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: That gold was in-
tended to prevent anything like general un-
employment in the State.

The TREASURER: And you blame us for
getting rid of it.

Hov. W. H. BARNES: I am quite sure
there is no need to say anything on those
lines. The Treasurer has piled on taxation
at every point, and he so arranged things
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that Queensland is about the most heavily
taxed State of the whole in the Common-
wealth at present.

The TrREASURER: It is nof the heaviest
taxed. There is a much stiffer income tax in
New South Wales.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: The hon. member
knows that Queensland is about the heaviest
taxed State in the Commonwealth as far as
State taxation is concerned. It seems, from
what one reads in the Speech, that probably
they are coming down with another increased
tax in order to go ‘in for some more of

these very dounbtful enterprises of

[10 p.m.] theirs which, some day, will

have to be paid for. We know
what has happened in some of these enter-
prises. Cattle have been bought with deben-
tures; and, unless the papers do not tell
the truth, some of the stock have been
brought down to Enoggera and sold. Not
sent down to the meatworks, mark you,
where prices were low, but sold at Enoggera
at the highest possible price, and I assume
that the money has gone into the con-
solidated revénue.

The PReMIER: Is not that the way to kesp
the market reasonable?

Hox. W. H. BARNES: May I say, in
answer to the Premier, that his lust for gold
and his needs from a Government point of
view, suggest that they have to scrape up
everything they possibly can to get money in
order to replenish the Treasury.

The Prrymigr: The hon. momber under-
estimates the public intelligence when he
talks: like that.

Hon. W. H. BARNES: The Premier is
feeling a bit sore. I notice, in looking
through the Auditor-General’s report, that he
did something else. He said, “ We are not
going to let any cattle go out of Queensland;
wa are going to protect the consumer; but
if we do let them go out, if you plcase we
will just take 10s. per head.” A most evasive
way of putting an extra tax on withous
appearing to get it on, and the Auditor-
General’s report shows that though an
arrangement was made for a refund when the
cattle came back, verv few came back. The
hon. member did not want them to come
bhack; he wanted the amount.

Tho Prryier: That amount
trust.

Hon. W. H. BARNES: The hon. gentle-
man has tried in many ways to so arrange
things that there will be no doubt that the
financial side, as far as he is concerned, should
be amply protected. Might I draw atten-
tion to the fact that the expenditure to the
end of March of this financial year had
exceeded the revenue bv £494,940, and that
we are £75.000 worse off than for the same
period last vear. We bhave gone to the bad
on revenue account about £152,710, and of
the interest on the public debt, which the
hon. member, in his statement, estimated
at £2,433.463, only £1,615.000 approximately
so far has been vaid, so that it scems to me
that there are indications that at the end
of the financial vear there is going to be a
pretty big deficit in connection with the
finances of the State.

The TREASURER: Just what we anticipated
last year.

Hox., W. H. BARNES: The hon. member
says he anticipated this last year, but I want
to bring him back to this point, that though
he may have anticipated it last year he is

is held in



>

Address in Reply.

likely to receive from the taxation existent,
and ‘which was not increazed, just as much
money as fe expected from the present taxa-
tion and the new taxation had it been passed.

The TREASTRER: You are forming an
erroneous opinion.
Hox. W. H. BARNES: I am quite sure

that when particulars are shown on 30th
June this year I will not be far out. Let me
say that finance is the very rock on which
every State must be built. The railways can-
rnot be constructed, the State enterprises can-
not be continued, unless finance is strong,
and the hon. member will agree with me
that if we are not able to continue as the
result of the breakdown of finance, there
comes in its wake dismissal and all the rest
of it, and that is no good for the country.

Tho SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :

Do you know that there is a war on?
(Government laughter.) .

Hox. W. H. BARNES: Yes, and I know
that there is a very serious war on in con-
nection with the Returned Scldiers’ Indus-

trial Institute, and that is very near home. "

I hope the hon. member will yield partly to
lady government in that regard, and do his
duty by the soldiers in conmection with the
Indusirial Institute. However, I have side-
tracked. I believe that the Government are
absolutely oblivious to the need of nursing
to the fullest extent the finances of the State.
The Minister for Education said that there is
a war on. That is one of the reasons why
care should be exercised, but the Govern-
ment have not exercised thaf care.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRTCTION:
My word, they have!

Hox. W. H. BARNES: It is bad enough
for the State to-day, but if the hon. mem-
ber’s ideas had Dbeen carried out it would
have besn most disastrous to the community.

The SQecreTARY FoR PUBLIC INSTRUGCTION :
We managed it much better than you could
have done. There would have been wide-
spread poverty if your Government had been
in power,

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I did not know
the hon. member could pat himself so well
on the back; we would not 1ega,1d him as
being a very great cxpert on finance.

The SecrETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION:
I have had experience of your finance.

At ten minutes past 10 o’clock p.m.,

The SpPEARKER resumed the chair.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: For eleven years
of the past Government progress was most
marked, and there were credit balances every
year.

I notice there is a question with regard
to a Bill being introduced having to do with
the electoral laws. I want to say that the
present boundaries of the electorates in the
State of Queensland are absolutely unjust.

Mr., Forey: They were created by your
Government.
Hox. W. H. BARNES: Not to be con-

tinued in the present form. The Bill we
introduced made it possible to adjust the
electorates from time to time. I appeal to
many members who call themselves demo-
cratic. I always think preference should be
given to the country districts. It is only
right by reason of their being spa,rsely
populated. But I want to ask if 1t is a fair

1918—r
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thing that an electorate such as that of the
Treasurer should have, I think, 1,600 electors,
while another electorate like Bulimba has
11,5007

. Mr. Forey: How are you going to remedy
1t ?
Hox. W. H. BARNES: By doing justice

to the community—by introducing a Bill
which will readjust theqe glaring anomalies.
It ought to be done; it is right that it should
be done.

Mr, O’Strnivax: Would you shift some of
them from Bulimba up to Chillagoe?

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I can assure you
that they are quite satisfied with the district
in which they are living. I want to do
everything 1 possibly can in reference to
that matter, and I want to appeal to the
Minister and ask him, when he is dealing
with this matter, if he will not recommend
to the Government the question of seeing
that justice is done to important electorates
like Bulimba, ywhich are certainly handi-
capped by not having the representation
which they Jought to have. Is it democratic,
is it fair, is it a proper principle that one
electorate should have approximately 1,800
electors, and another approximately 11, 5007

Mr. Forey: Would you cut out some of
the Northern electorates?

Ho~x. W. H. BARNES: It is not a ques-
tion of cutting out, but a question of a
democratic pllpclple and if hon. members
live for a true democratic principle, surely
they will not grudge doing the right and
just thing for constituencies which are not
properly 1ep1esented at the present time.

Mr., Forey: Cut out the Northern con-
stituencies.
Hox. W. H. BARNES: No, we might lose

the hon. member, and that would be a dis-
tinct loss to this House. (Laughter).
The PreEMIER: It is only a passing phase.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I want to close
my remarks by saying that I take it that
thera may be a danger of overlooking what
are the larger things in connection with the
fiiate, and I venture to say that the policy
which has been introduced is to some exteni
a policy which has overlooked the larger
affairs of this State. I believe every mem-
ber here to-night will agree that the respon-
sibilities resting upon us are ftremendous,
that they are such as would call upon every
man—it does not matter on which side ha
sits, whether Government or Opposition—ie
give of his very best for this great Stats.
I think I am right in saying that there #.
no State equal to this great and gloriows
State of Queensland, and hence our respov-
sibilities are particularly great in moulding
and directing its affairs. And might I sax
that I am afraid we have got down iniy
the narrow instead of the wide lookout ¢
far as the State is concerned, and the*
responsibility rests upon us, not to cater
for any one industry, but to cater as fo<
as possible, as far as humanly possibsc.
for every person in the community, and
especially for the weakest in the community.

An HoxouriBLE MEMBER: You did not
say that when you were over here.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I did, and I prac-
tised it every time. I say that we should
cater for every person in the community,
especially for the weakest in the community,
and by our just laws, and—might I say—by
administration which is above reploach by

Hon. W. H. Barnes.]
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administration at which the finger of scorn
cannot be pointed, and by doing all other
things which make for the upliffing of the
State, it should be our duty in =all our
deliberations to aim to do what is great and
best for this great State of Queensland.

Question—That the Address in Reply be
adopted—put and passed.

SUPPLY.
OpENING OF COMMITTEE,

The PREMIER: I beg to move—

“That the House will, at its next
sitting, resolve itself into a Committee of
the Whole to consider the Supply to be
granted to His Majesty.”

Question put and passed.

WAYS AND MEANS.
OpENING OF COMMITTEE.

The PREMIER: I beg to move—

“That the House will, at its next
sitting, resolve itself into a Committee of
the Whole to consider of Ways and
Means for raising the Supply fo be
granted to His Majesty.”

Question put and passed.

The House adjourned at twenty minutes
past 10 o’clock p.m.





