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THURSDAY, 30 MAY, 1918. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. \V. McCormack, Cairns) 
took the chair at half-past 3 o'clock. 

PAPERS. 

The following papers, laid on the table, 
were ordered to be printed:-

Additional regulation under the Land 
Acts, 1910 to 1917. 

Regulation under the Closer Settlement 
Acts, 1906 to 1917. 

QUES'I10~S. 

STATE S·rATIOXS AND STATE BUTCHERS' SHOPS. 

JHr. BEBBIJ'\GTON (J)ra11ton) asked the 
Chief Secretary, or Minister in charge of 
State butchers' shops-

" 1. \Vhat is the number o£ fat cattle 
from State stations sold to or retailed in 
State butchers' shops to 30th April, 1918? 

" 2. Is the report true that 7,000 fat 
cattle from State stations are being 
killed and dreded for sale to the Im­
perial Government at 4~<:1. per lb. cor­
rect'! 

" 3. Are the Stah• meat shops still sup­
plied from the meat'f.orks at 3d. and 3~d. 
per lb. 'i 

" 4. At what <late do the Government 
intend supplying State butchers' shops 
with beef or mutton from State 
5tations ?" 

The PREMIER (Hon. T. J. Ryan, Barcoo) 
replied-

" 1. Nil. 
" 2. Arrangements haYe been ma;de 

with the Burdekin Meatworks at Towns­
ville to treat up to .7,000 head of prime 
fat bullocks from ·wando Vale (tnd Dots­
wood State stations. The meat, when 
treated, will be shipped for the use of 
the troops of the Imperial Government 
and our allies. 

"3. Yes. 
"4. The Government's intentions will 

bo disclosed in due course." 

NoRTHERN RAILWAY DISPUTE. 

Mr. PETRIE (Taombul) asked the Chief 
Secretary-

" i. Has the case proposed to be re­
ferred to Mr. Justice Stringer, of New 
Zealand, on the subject o" the diepute 
between the Northern Railway employeea 
and the department, arising out of the 
award of Judge McCawley, been so re­
ferred? 

" 2. Has the decision boon recei wd? 
"3. If so, what IS the purport 

thereof?" 

The PREMIER replied-
" 1. It has been refenecl to his Honour 

Mr. J ustico Stringer by both partiEc5 in 
the dispute. 

" 2 and 3. The result will be publicly 
announced as soon as it is known." 
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.. A.DVERTIS:~JIE~TS IN " SOLDIER" "'"\E""~,\.SPAI'.LR. 

Mr. SIZER (cY1udah) a•.kcd the Ilome 
Secretary-

" \Yhat sums of mone; have been paid 
to the S0ldier J.'\iev.·,paper Company for 
wdvertising during the last nine 
monthR ?" 

The II0"1E SECRET.~RY (Hon. J. 
1-J uxharn) JJurunda) lGplied-

" l\o paym2nts have b .. m made by 
this department. I shall inquire from 
th0 Chi.cf Sccret<tr;·." 

dOLDIE:c\ S' INDUSTRIAL INSTITUTE. 

11r. SIZER a•ked the O',·,cretary for Public 
Instru0ticn-

" Seeing that th(:} Soldier~' Industrial 
Inctitute has boon closed, has the newly 
2-llpointcd mana.o;er's appoint· ~lent Ucen 
terrninated; if not, does ho cDntcJ.nplat:_· 
reopening the institute~" 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC I_:\1'­
STRCCT'IO:N (Hon. H. F. Ila,dacre, Lcich­
hardt) replied-

" Certain !":commendation • have been 
made whic11 uro nov,,· under consideration. 
and the intcntic~s of the GoYornn1ent 
will be dis :loscd in due course." 

ELECTION STATISTH''· 
:Jfr. ::\L\CAR'J':\'EY \Toowo~1g) a·-ked the 

Attornev-Gc·ncrul-
" \V ill he lay on the table a list of 

the deer or •tr, showmg the tdal number 
of lHliJ_.c~ on the rolls used at the general 
dr (tion~. and tho number of votes re­
corded in ·ach el~ctorate for the respec­
tive candidatPs ?" 

The .\TTORNEY-GENERAL (:Hon. T. J. 
Ryan. Br:rcoo) replied-

" I would .n,sk the hon. gentleman to 
n1o-re for a return, when full particulars 
will be laid on the table." 

11USTI:R OF CATTLE OX MOUNT liUTT0:-1. 

Mr. VO\VLES (J)u/by) asked the Secretary 
£or Public Lanch-

" 1. Have the cattle purchased by tlw 
Govr.rnmr:nt Lom Mr. Glas o,, and 
alleged to be running on :Mount Hutton, 
been mu<terod yet 1 

"2. \Vhat number h:lVe bun so mus­
tf!red ?'' 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC L.\NDS 
(Hon. ,J. H. Coync, Warrego) replied-

" 1. ~.\_ cornpk\2 n1ustcr has not yet 
been made. 

" 2. Seven thow;and eight hu;1dred and 
fift:. -eight nnbtc-rcd and delivered to 20th 
February, 1918." 

NOTICE OF QUESTIOX 
CmcuLAR TO CARNARVON ELEcTor.s. 

Mr. G'GNC\f (Ca.rnm·von) gave notice of his 
intention to a~k the Prernier a que-:tion 
rc~·arding- the i ·.ue of a circular to the elec­
tors of Cunarvon, in support of the can­
didature of Mr. R. Bedfm,d, and pi·oceeded 
to read th<: circular. 

The SPEAKER: Order! Order! I sug­
gest that when the hon. gentleman asks a 
question he should not introduce the whole 
of a letter or circu\ar into it. 

Mr. G UNN: I am only quoting parts of it. 

The SPE \ KER: Dur;ng the In < l~ulia­
ment I had occc.e.ion to edit Q1H <io::s sub-­
mitted by hon. ITJ0J>llwrc. I do not want to 
•do that at all, and I sh::dl not -do i' if rnem­
bcrj will nrc~naro their qu:.::::tions jn s.nch a 
w:ty that the~c can be a J&;'cr,d by :::.!it:istcrs. 
If direct quc-,tions are ackrd, the:: wdl not 
be interfered with, }mt if a lot cf outndo 
matter is intrc•dnccrl-if whole I- tters ar0 
included or the whole of a newspaper article 
is read with the quostion-th,n the:; will not 
appear on the bu,ine~'·paper. 
GovERN~IENT n,IE:IIBERS: Hear, hear ! 
liir. GGN?\: Iu ddcrence to your ruling, 

I will only inc!ud·' a portion of the circular. 

T'he SPEAKER: The hon. Q"entleman may 
quote ju t enough of the circular to let the 
Chief S,-,crct:try know what circular he 
rne.ans. 

The PnnnER : I suggest to the hon. mem­
ber thct he 8hould ask " Did you write a 
klter '? I£ en, what was it?" (Laughter.) 

:!.Ir. G'GNN: In deference to your ruling. 
:11r. Speaker. I will 1 •. sk the quce\ion, and 
just make reference to the circular letter. 

PHil\'TING COJ\DIITTEE. 

On tlL motion of the PREMIER, it was 
Ior:na!ly re,oh,•d-

" J. That, in coL.l~Jlianco -:,,ith Standing 
Order 1\o. 298, a E;,;cct Commitke be 
appointed to assi't :1Ir. Speaker in all 
matters which rcl.ite to the p1inting to 
be cxecntc'd bv order of the Hou8e; and 
for the purpo:e of selecting aLl. arra,-g. 
ing fo1· printing returnt. U!Ll pap~rs pro· 
scnt,_:d in pur..uancc of n1otion4 mal'o by 
n1c,nbcr3. 

"2. That such cor..n,:ttce cor-oist of 
the follo\~Ting n1el11b :rs :-1Ir. Spcak0r, 
the Chainnan of Committees, lVlr. Barber, 
Mr. Smith, J1.1r. vVinstanlr y, :\lr. Robort '• 
J\Ir. McLachlan, J\~r. Grayson, and the 
In over." 

STANDIJ\G ORDERS CO~fJ\1ITTT:E. 

On tlw motion of the PRE:',liER. it ·,vas 
formally re,olvcd-

" 'That the St.onding Or•dcrs Cmm.dtte 
for tlv-· pre-·ent Sf' -sion consi -t of the 
following membeJ.~ :~::\fr. 3~)('aker, the 
Ch >il'~n ~n of Cotnmittee3, l\Ir. :;\J::ac,·rtn- y, 
nir. Sw .lync, :.\lr. \To .·le:;, l\Ir. Gilday, 
l11r. Foley. :\Ir. L"-rcombe, and the 
moYer, ,,:ith loaYc to sit durjn:3' any 
adjournment of the House. and authority 
to confer unon s·1bjects of mu tu l1 con­
c-~rninc-;~t ,vith nnv comrnittec appc.nt.::d 
for similar purposes by the Legislative 
CounciL" 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

On the motion of the PREMIER, it was 
formally resolved-

" That, unless otherwise ordered, the 
House will meet for the despatch of 
busine.'-S at 3 o'clock p.m. on Tuesday, 
IV"ednesday, and Thursday in each week, 
and that on Tuesday and Wednesday, 
and after 7 o'clock p.m. on Thursday, 
Government business do take precedence 
of all other business." 
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CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES. 

MR. W. BERTRAM ),PPOINTED. 

The PREMIER, in moving-
" That Mr. William Bertram b'l 

appointed Chairman of Committees of 
the Whole House," 

said: I have much pleasure in moving this 
motion, and I think it is one that will be 
received with general approbation by hon. 
members on both sides of th<J House. Mr. 
Bertram held the position of Chairman of 
Committees of the Whole House during the 
last Parliament, and I think he was quite 
a success in that position. (Hear, hear !) 
He has made himself thoroughly acquainted 
with parliamentar~· practice and procedure, 
and I think we all admit that he possesses 
all those qualities of patience, judgment, 
impartiality, and firmness which make for 
a ouccessful presiding Chairman. 

Hoxot:RI~LE ::'11E~IBETIS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. MACARTNEY (To01cong) : It is not 
the intcnt:on of the Opposition to nominate 
anyone in opposition to Mr. Bertram, and I 
think it is only fair to say that in the view 
of members on this side of the House, Mr. 
Bertram has endeavoured fairly and impar­
tially to carry out the duties of the po>-.i· 
tion. (Hear, hear!) The only complaint 
that we ha Ye to "make is, that we do feel, 
when resolutions for the clocure are put, that 
at least a reasonable opportunity for discus­
sion should be given, and I am afraid that 
there were times when the House was moving 
the Chair rather quickly in that direction, 
and the Chairman was apt to considet rr.at 
ters very fully discuc•.ed when they were not 
discuseec! at all. I mention that matter 
so that this se:.sion we may not have the 
same complaint to make. 

Question put and passc'<l. 

ADDRESS I~ REPLY. 

RESTJ~IPTION OF DEBATE. 

Mr. M \CA.RT::\EY, who on rising was 
received '" ith Opposition cheers, said: In 
accordance with the usual custom, I dejre 
to congratulate the mo,,er and seconder of 
the Address in ReplY on the fir:,t efforts they 
have made in the Chamber. From their own 
point of view, I think both tho"e gentlemen 
dealt •.·:ith matters fully and satisfactorily. 
It hu·J been in the past a difficult watter for 
new m- mbero to addrc•.s themselves to the 
House for the first time, it being a come­
what r1ore criticq.l audience, perhaps, than 
speakers are ordinarily accustomed to, but 
it has t.lwa:.,s been the plca.sure of both ~ides 
of the Hou.c8 to extend to a new rnembcr 
that amount of consideration which is his 
due. Nowadays, I mac' say, members who 
come to this House, particularlY those repre­
senting our friends on the other side, prove 
themselves to be somewhat qualified speakers 
indicating a certain amount of practic~ 
beforehand, and I think we can say that the 
gentlemen who addre •. •ed them •elves to the 
motion on this occasion have proved them­
selves to be capable speakers. 

I think, while \ve welcome new members 
on bot~ sid<'s of the House, we might expre's 
some httle regret that we have lost from our 
num_ber men who have given yea!"' to the 
,;en-ICe of the country as members of this 

House and men v:ho have held hi£;h office 
both as officers of the House and in the 
Cabinet, with benefit to the State. 

'\Ye , .. re meeting somewhat earlier than 
usual. The time, I might say, is exceptional, 
and beyond what we can draw by inference 
from the SpPBch, there is nothing directly to 
indic1te just why the departure has been 
made. There is a great dc1l to be said for 
meeting oarh. lYe knovc that as the summer 
months appcoach the conditions for carrying 
on the bur,im,·; of the House arc irkcomc and 
unpleasant, and I am inclined to confess 
tha.t undo" tlw''' circum,tances the delibera· 
tions of tho A3scmbly are not as satisfactory 
r:s they might otherwise be. At the same time 
there are advantages in meeting in the latte; 
part of the :1 ear. One of the principal 
advantage'· is that, when the financial year 
has concluded, you have the balance-s'heet 
for the ;year befon you, and finance is a 
matter that has o.lwa7s attracted a certain 
U'110U!1t of attention on the motion that is 
now before us. Bv reason of the earlv meet­
ing of Parliament' this year, Wil have· indica­
tions that v.e are going to have the E'timates 
.· ubmi tted at an earlier period of the 3 oar 
than h·.retofore. :l\o·::, that is not altogether 
f\11 ad' ~-ntn.~~-o. because \VC kno\v by experi~ 
enc0 th"t \W' rrc unable to get the Auditor­
General's n port hdore the month of October, 
and it i" in the light of that report that we 
are able to discuEs the Trea;urer's financial 
proposal-. \Ye .'1'e often charged on this side 
of the Hom.c with criticising without full 
knowledge of the facts. 

The PRn!IER: Hear, hear ! 

l\Ir. MACARTNEY: Now, it is from the 
Auditor-General's report and from such infor· 
mation as the Government condescend to 
give hon. members on this side that wo are 
able to criticise the Governm~nt's financial 
propo··als at :1ll. Unfortunrttely, we have had 
experience in the last Parliament of the 
difficulty of gettin,- that correct 'information 
and that full infm:mation which is ne~essarv 
di'ectively to criticise those proposab; and 
before \\ c are C<tlled upon to discu-s the 
Financial Statement, it is ncce.,orv that we 
should know at least the views of th~ Awiitor­
Gemr:d, not only on the finarc;al operations 
of the prr' ions year, but aho on the various 
industrial undertakings of the Government. 

\Ve e.:•n take it from His Excellemv's 
Speech th •t liwmco is probably the chief 
troul le which has caus."d this earlv mc,,ting 
of Parliament. It would hcwc be.en better 
pcrhap<, if the Governm<mt lnd been a littl~ 
mo~e frm k, and l~:td made the position quite 
plam to us and g1vcn us the fads "hich we 
mis;ht discCJss. In their >visdom. they have 
not done so: but we must rccoznise that the 
financi·ll po.sition cannot bo alto~Sether satis­
fartor:;. \Ye realise that, with the unusual 
undertakings of the last year or t"·o, the 
Pxpenditurr ha.-. increased, notwithstanding 
the fact that the rrvenue has not only 
held up since the commencement of the war 
but _has actually sh;n:m, f_rom y~ar to ye~r: 
an Increase-a posrtron rn 1.::r·hwh no w'lse 
Y,oYrrnment ought to be. I do not propose, 
m the absence of the materials, to en­
deavour to raise a financial discussion d 
the pres<mt juncture, but will await the 
interim Financial Statement which we are 
told in the Speech the Government will 
make before the close of the financial vcar. 
I presume it is the intention of the Govern­
ment to wait until the debate on the Address 

Mr. Macartney.] 
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in Reply is completed before they constitute 
the Committees of Supply and Ways and 
Means in order that we may take into con­
sideration the position of the finances and 
before they introduce their financial measurm. 

The Speech differs from its predecessors in 
the absence of reference to the general con­
ditions of our industries, except, perhaps, in 
a small degree in !'elation to one or other 
of the industries here and there. It omits 
any substantial reference to the progress of 
settlement on our lands and to the develop­
ment of our resources. Some obscure refer­
ences arD made to mining and land settle­
ment, and I suppose we will have, at a later 
period of the session, fuller opportunities 
given for more fully discussing these things. 
There is also an absence of reference to 
matters affecting the occupation and emplov­
ment of our people, indicating just what is 
the position at the present time. Seeing 
that the E1npiro has been at war for some­
thing like four years, seeing that our ship­
ping has been almoct paralysed, seei?g that 
man,- changes have taken place m con­
nection with settle·nent, we would naturally 
expect some alteration to have taken place 
and to find a large amount of unemploy­
ment. Rdercnce is made- to this matter 
in connection with a large part of the State 
in the " Industrial Gazette"-; but there is a 
yery large portion of the State that is not 
touched upon at aJl in' the " Industrial 
Gazette." I refer more particularly to the 
outside districts and the mining areas. The 
consequence is that we are in the dark just 
as to what the actual position is. It is a 
most extraordinary state of affa.irs, in view 
of the conditions· that arise from time to 
time, that the State appears to be prosperous. 
That is to say, from th0 financial point of 
view. there appears to be monev about; 
people· are sp"nding money, and all that sort 
of thing; but there is an abscnDe of infor­
mation with regard to the substantial con­
dition of things which I think ought to have 
been given. 

Perhaps, before I proDeed further, I ought 
to express my regret that the election,; were 
hurriDd on in the way that they were. 

The PRE".!IER! Didn't Mr. Pritchard say 
you were ready? 

Mr. MACARTNEY: I do not suppose the 
hon. gentleman agrees with evPrything Mr. 
Pritchard says. In any case, whether it is 
right .or whether it is wrong, I hold the 
position of leader of this party for the 
moment, and I think that it is what I say 
that counts rather than what Mr. Prikhar·d 
may say. 

OPPOSITION ::YIE~iBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. MACARTNEY: The eledions were 
sprung on the country some three or four 
months before the expiry of the life of the 
last Parliament, and they were sprung on 
the country at a time when the country was 
ill-prepared. 

Mr. KIRWAN: Where were they in 1912? 

Mr. MACARTNEY: I am not referring 
to the metropolitan districts. I am now 
talking about the unfortunate districts that 
were visited by cyclone and flood. The 
Government represent a partv which has at 
times expressed itself particularly tender on 
the subj cct of the exercise of the franchise, 
and cPrtainlv thev were not consistent when 
they rusht'd 'the elections on at a time when 

[Mr. M acartne.y. 

they must have known the people were not 
only suffering from the loss of life due to 
the floods, and loo-,s of property, but at a 
time when thousands and thousands of people 
were . unable to reach the various centres 
where the franchise had to be exercised. 

The PREMIER : If we had delayed ihe 
elections, it w-:mld only have increased our 
majority. · 

Mr. MACARTNEY: I am not going to 
be sidetracked in that way. I say it was an 
unfair thing to the people to spring the elec­
tions on them in that way; it was an 
unfair thing to those particular districts that 
it was done. I am not going to cry over the 
result of the election~ m any way ; but I 
think we might have expected some different 
treatment from the Government. The date 
of the elections was given here and given 
there, and altered about so as to create su:"­
prise. I say it was a thing that was more 
worthy of the gamD of "two-~p " than ~ny­
thing else. The date of election was g1 ven 
out as being 23rd March. 

THE PREMIER : As soon as Mr. Pritohard 
suggeoted 16 March we agreed to it. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: The hon. gentleman 
has attained notoriety for a certain amount 
of want of insinceritv, may I say, and when 
the hon. gentleman IT'!akes a remark like that 
he just gives an illustration of what people 
mean when they refer to him. It is claimed 

that the election has resulted in 
[4 p.m.] a great victory for the Govern-

ment. It is quitE' true that the 
Government are stronger in point of numbers 
than they were before the election, and it is 
equally true that the Opposition are weaker 
in numbers than they were before the elec­
tion. Reference has been made to this party 
going to the country as a National party, and 
the mover of the Address has criticised the 
party for so doing. I. can o':'ly say that .the 
National party came mto bem!l' t'? tak;e mto 
its ranks those men who, behevmg m the 
defence of their country, had been driven 
from the Labour ranks, and joined a party 
that decided to put country before everything. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. MACARTNEY: It was no advantage 
to this party to go to the country a.s a 
National party, ~ecause we. know that. smce 
the last conscriptiOn campmgn the act10n of 
the Federal Government has not been popular 
with the people, and we know that we stand 
here as suffering from the action of those 
people who resent the conwription movement. 
N eyertheless, we stood to. our co~ours, and we 
will stand to our colours m puttmg our coun­
try first, and we will keep the National flag 
at the top of the mast. 

0PPOSITJON MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. 1\L\CARTNEY: While on the subject, 
I would also like to say that I think the 
condition of the rolls prior to the election. a 
discredit to the party which had charge of It, 
and a discredit to the Government. There 
was no suggestion that the rolls could be re­
garded as pure, >;nd the present Ass_istant 
Minister for JustiCfl has already mdwated 
that it is his intention to introduce a Bill for 
tlw purpose of obtaining something like 
pnr'tv in the condition of the rolls. It was 
a pretty sorry admission to ma~e just after 
the election. I may say that a little surpriSe 
was manifested at the transfer of the electoral 
branch from the Home Department to the 
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Department of Justice. Juct what the object 
of it was I am unable to suy, but probably 
before the se>· ion i· over a little light may 
be thrown upon the F·lbject. Talking in the 
saine connection, it i,, a n~r:. ter for regret 
th:lt tho>-c men who have gone to the Front, 
men who have fought for their country, did 
not have a better opportunity of expres-ing 
their views in connection with tho Govern­
ment that should rule Queen ·land than they 
had. 

The PREMIER: In Victoria, South Australia, 
and Now South vVale they had no votes at 
all under a Kational Government. 

Mr. MACARTKEY: Th1:ae y-1ars ago the 
proposition was made Lat provi,ion should 
be made to g·iv•' our soldiers the right to 
cxc1·c.··;se the franchi, e. 

The PmmiER: I m"de the proposition. 

Mr. ::V1ACARTXEY: Then it only shows 
hov.- hypocritical that propo._ition '-'"'s since 
effect we s not given to it _,-hen the hoL. 
gentleman had po·yor to do it. 

The PRE1m~:: It wac givccl. 

::VIr. i\lACARTNEY: The Act w.-s passed 
three years v :;-o, and it wa not until the 5th 
or 12th February this year t1w .. t certain regct­
lations w·--re promulgated which provided th~ 
machincrv U' der v.-hich the soldiers con] ·i 
vat'. _\s" a matter of fud, t'l0 hon. member 
for Burnett made the pruposition. The hon. 
gentleman clnims tho credit hims' If, l•ut if 
it was really in his ho'lrt that the soldiers 
should have the opportunity to vote, wh:­
were these reguhtions made on the 12th 
Febnury, allowing le -s than five weeks 0efore 
the actual date lixed for e!ec~ion? The voting 
brought on at the last moment has nst boon 
0f a v 'l'Y satisfactory rharactor. I am very 
sorr.r t'J huve to ..:a," :·o. I havo an inst--~nc-J" 
in my own electorate wlwre the hon. gentle­
mun himself-and I free him frol.l any sug­
gection of impropriety in connection with it­
exercised a vote in rc,-:pe< ;_ of a n1an whose 
proxy -did not actually come by cable at ail, 
and, ,-, orse for rr1e, a vote \Vas txercised in 
person in that man's name. That is to cay, 
t~-~- o vctcs \Y--·re cxerci,~cd in favour of a 
soldier \V ho \vas ut the Front, a n1an v1ho 
did not give his proxy to the Premier, .aud 
one a personal vote, appar0ntly a personation. 

The PRE}!IER: A certificate must have boon 
sent to me. · 

Mr. i\1ACARTNEY: I free the hon. gentle­
man from any impropriety about it. I have 
no doubt he ex0rcisod that vote against r:ne. 
(GoLt'J.mcnt laughter.) At any rat•\, there 
y, ere tv;o votes there, and I venture to su ;­
gost to the hon. gentlerr·lll that if it is desir­
able. to have an actual fair do in connection 
with the cor:duct of elections it would pay 
him to have an inquiry ma·dc into the various 
things that happened at the elections. I have 
1ne;1tionc"-1 ono '')ncific thing DO\V, and Illy 
information jg that there was a tremendous 
arnount of i1npcrsonation during the recent 
elections, and thco condition in which the rolls 
wcce kept permitted that to some extent. I 
cannot understand how it happened, because 
if \YO believe all W8 read there '' c\S a first­
elac~ card system e·-.tabli :hod in the Electoral 
Department, and the rolls shnuld not have 
been in the condition in which thc;v were. 
But we had the spectacle of repeated police 
oanva s-scs. I am not going to enter into 
minute details, but owing to th< ge repeate-d 
police canvasses it was found that many 
people were on the roll several times over. 
I ""·Y that that is not a credit to the Adminis-
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tration; it is not a credit to a party 'I hi eh is 
de ,;rous of havin::;; what you n1a'- call a cotn­
prchenr.:ivc roll, giving ever=, body tho right 
t·) a vote •and to one vote only. I hope the 
hon. g·cntk nan \vilJ take so1ne nnticc of \\hut 
I .~ay, a~1d that some inquiry ,vill bo tnade 
which will prevent the possibility of such 
tbings oc·. urring in future. 

The SF.C:lETARY FOR R\IL'NAYS: I believe 
every returning officer made a rtport upon 
the conduct of the election in his electorate, 
and I am quite sure there will be no objec­
tion to shov;ing those reports. 

Mr. :MAC..\TIT?\fEY: I a"'- not going. to 
criticise the hon. g- ntleman's conduct of the 
~lection• at <J.l!: I am talking ahaut the sub­
ject c" the olcdions and the voting, and I 
think it n1ight be v0ry well inqu-ired into. 
-when all is 'aiel and done, :1lthough fhe Go­
~- enuncnt stnJ d with fortv~ci '!ht me1n:1er:: to 
t\vn11ty-four, ,~-e a!'C able tO sa~, that \Ye reprc­
-·'nt a• ne'lrly a' po;siblc lnlf the vCJting 
[)O"\\~er of t\c St ... te. 

c~'\.\)SJTIO:::-; ::,JE.IBET'.S: I1c1r~ hear l 

~.lr. MAC.H~T:'i'EY: And that indicates 
<Jgain that th'' Gon rnmcnt hnvo ne!Ylectcd 
th:1t part of their func:ion, under v;hif'ft thPy 
shcJUld have provided for a redistribution of 
s ats. It is perfectly monstrou' to think that 
nnder the sy"-tc n of Yotin3· ·c,-hieh cxi~t.3 in 
thi3 Sb~tc 0110 plc ,-or_ te .bon~ -l have f:ome­
thinr: like 10.500 voter::-, and th._t the hon. 
mcrnh•:- for C'hillo-;oo ·hould be returned by 
a p dtr: fc··- hundred vote . 

Tlw 'filE 'Sl'TIF'l: If th0rc had been 10.000 
then' I we Ldd have ;;ot 8,000 yotc·· 

:.It-. 11 \CARTKE'c-: I am not going to be 
throw:1 -J!f +he t·ucc:,· in that way. f'o-ni;,g 
more particularly to the dirort c~nton•- of 
thr Sue erh, I rcgr--t th<rt t1r·'· Speech does not 
exnress the FYLll athv of Parliament with the 
unfortunoto SuffererS from the floJds in the 
Xorth. It ho.s h"en pointed out what 
thr GovrrnmHrt has done in rrlievin~ the 
wide prend distre'--;, and the '<'h' e of 
r2storation -whi·.h hrs bDf'n pre-nar0d. hnt no 
nob of ·ympath.v h<~s hr•" stru,·k with ~he 
n ·onlo ,_-ho have suffered from tlw flood. \n-d 
·in thi' connPrticr I cho•.tld Ek-' to po'nt out 
'·lwt I comidcr to b<' a !!,r :ye cror of .i•rclo;­
ment on th0 pc d. c' the Government -tlrat at 
a time \Vh('n tJ10 el?Ptjons v.-e-rf' n0nd;ng- fl1P 
nv=-mhors for thP nnrtirPJ;1r .Cli:t-ri<"'ts should 
he the rcnrr .... pllt·-tives of the !1nvnrnrn0nt in 
ronnrAinn "'th t1w rrlief aficrdrd to the 
prop le on the snot. 
M~. FOLEY: v,-ho is bettnr CfllalifiPcl? 

Mr. MACART::\'EY: The hon. member 
s v~, "\Vho i·, bet;.' r ouaJifird?" Th"r • ... ,.c 
other thin,--s to consider than thot. In the 
micl·t of th0 conduct of an elPc'inn. is it a 
f1ir thine- thot :t man is to bn rntr•1strd 
with a dwf'PP book in onP hend ' hilr he 
holds clrctord cleirn-· in thr nthcl'" '"" 
ho • polir~o ,.,ac;istratrs, we have police in 
rH·orlv all rrntr<'s of tne State. They in 
times. g-on" lw have hf'Pn C"1tn1Stccl with the 
admini,tration of thiR relief. 

The Pmc~nrn: \Vhat mcrnbN" rln vnn say 
h'd a dwrme-book in one huncl ancl an 
ekdoral claim in tl1e other? 

'\fr. M~\Cc\R'l'KEY: I em spnokin'l' as 
nenr]y fignrati•elv ':S p0''3hle. We know 
that 'thn Rrrretarv for Ar-r;cnltnre ''-'"" an 
ag-0nt of tlw Gm-;'l''lment in that relief. W'l 
know also that thP hon. member for '\.fackay, 
i\1r. Smith. woo an o.!!,rnt of the linVPTn­
ment in connection with thot relief. also you, 

Mr. M a cart ney -l 
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Mr. Speaker, and Mr. Hart!ey, and although 
~hat may not be a breach of the Elections 
Act, I say that that is a thing which ought 
not to be. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC INSTRUCTION 
interjected. 

Mr. :'IIAC_\RTNEY: No doubt, if any 
trouble takes place in. Clermont, the hon. 
member is the agent of the Government 
too, he is the Government, he is the one 
man who is to relieve the people, notwith­
standing ·that he is so anxious to secure 
votes at the same time. 

l'vfr. O'SuLLIVA:<;: What did the Prime 
Minister do? 

Mr. MACARTNEY: I think that the hon. 
member who makes that interjection c:mnot 
understand that law of relevancy which is 
a n!le of the House. Perhaps, if he takes 
a littlc di' e into the Standing Orders. he 
will undersbnd whether it i·. relevant or not. 
Now, I quite endorse all that ha" been r·.aid 
in the Speech with ref<'renc-e to the war, 
although I am afraid there is not much sub­
stantial matter to support these words:-

" Our chief con .alation is the certaintv 
that Germany's dream of univeroU:l 
dominion cannot be rcali•Gd, and that 
the heroic and costly resistance ·,-,hich 
the Empire and its allies arc offerin~ 
to her lawles• ambition will not have 
b0cn in Yain." 

I wish we could say definitely that that cer­
tainly exist>. .Just at the present moment, 
perhap3, we are at the crucial juncture of 
the war. An off~mive has commenced which, 
perhaps, is the heaviest offensive in the his­
tory of the world, the hcaviP,st which may 
ever commenc" again. The fate of tho 
Empire i+ perhaps depending on the r•·'mlt. 
Can we say that there is any certainty? 
Sur~ly there is only one way to arrive at 
t<lmt certainty-that is, by e .'cry man 
pntting- his shoulder to the wheel to help to 
bring it to pas·,! If we did that, thm, even 
if '1''' failed. we have done our best. But 
what is the lPC of talking about a certainty­
a certaintv thLt does not exist-whPn \VO are 
in doubt' as to whether we are doing as 
much as ought to be done under the circum­
stances. 

I agreE' "ith the sentiments that have been 
expreeqed in the second paragraph of the 
Speech, although I regret that we arc not 
able to go any further. During the last 
month or two we have had sitting in Mql­
bourno one of the most important conf<'r­
cm<'s th:~t have been held in Australia. We 
have had placed before the country the 
entir~ situation in '' hich the Empire is 
placed. Every endeavonr has been made to 
l'Emove the want of harmony and unity 
which is said to stand in the waY of doing 
our level best'. I wonld have liked to sPe 
some d~finitc proposal in the Speech. In 
fact, I say this. and I '"'Y it seriously, that 
I reg-ret we are met here to-day in politie•1l 
opposition. I would rathel' that we were 
standing shoulder to shoulder putting our 
be't efforts forward in the defcncQ of the 
Empire. 

HoNOFR.\TILS 11E:IfBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. MACARTNEY: I regret, I sav, that 

we have not a more definite announc~ment, 
but it i~ a phasnrc to know that the 
Premier rqcognises the necessity that exists. 

HmWDRABLE M£)IBEBS: Hear, hear! 
Jl.ir. MACART:'\fEY: It. is gratifying to 

know he has taken some steps to redress the 
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want, and though he has not taken me intc> 
his confidence as to what is to be done in the 
immediate future, I can only say that what­
over arrangements he makes for bringing 
about the result tlut is wanted, he will not 
only have rny hearty support-as he has had 
it already-but the hearty support of every 
member on this side of the House. 

OPPOSTTIOX .iYlEo!BEHS: Hc,;r, hear! 

::\Jr. J\lACARTNEY: ='Jaw we come further 
into the Speech, and \', e find a referen<:>e to 
the State meat shops. It is stated that they 
have thoroughly ju,tificd their exist~nce. I 
cannot r1uit·' agree with that statement, be­
caus~.:-, travelling about in the tra1ncars a_s I 
do, I hen· frequent n:prc.sions of disappoir.t­
ment in reg,trd to the fact of the reduction 
of what has ordinaril.v bc~n regarded as a 
convenience to the public. The "ystem of 
distribution for the convenience of house­
wives which has existed for vt'.trs has been 
practically ·done away with in some neigh­
bourhoodr·•. Although there is a suppos,·d 
economy in one direction, there ha" been an 
increase of expent.' in travelling to and from 
the butchers' shops to obtain 1>1eat. And it 
is also found that, instead of the public being 
able to obtain the variety which they have 
hitherto been <cccustomed to obtain, they can 
only obtain beef-that is, beef from the State 
butchers' sno;1s, and frozen meat at that. I 
have heard pcr,ons bitterly complain th·1t 
when it is taken home and tha" cd the sub­
st .nee is taken out of it. and when it finris its 
way into tlw p:.1n there is a shortage in quan­
tity, a shortage in nutriment that is not 
m:tde up by any economy in price. And when 
,,_~c rcmcmbe~ that the Govcrnrnent "\Yill onlY 
be able to give, meat at the prices at which 
it is w1d in the Stote shops to-day so long as 
the a~rcc1nent C'xi~t:" 1vith the meab1 arks. 
then ,;.e can onlv come to the conclusion that 
when the time' o£ the present agreemLmt 
expires the private bntchers will have hef'n 
driven off the market, and the pcoph will be 
in a verv much •sorRe nosition than thev vyere 
before thn shons started. There is much mol'l· 
to he ''.Jid on 'the samll subject: prnl:>ably we 
shall have <1n opportunib- of saying it later 
on. In thE' latter part of the pareo;raph deal­
in!' with the subicrt. the Government, I am 
p-la·d to sa.v, g-ive "no indication of their intf'n­
tlon to ox~cnd thP pl:'acticP of the acquisition 
of stations. I think thnt it is a practice 
which c:1n only be reCTarrled as a speculativn 
one. one whi<"11 "-onld onlv bring lo··s unon the· 
peo>'le and discredit on the GovRrnment who 
meter upon it. 

The nc,:t matter referred to is the Stote 
fice,h shop, and, althoug-h much is cl~imcd for 
it, and although it is intimated that they arr> 
preparing to export, thd after all is only a 
pious hope. and at the p1·esent time we have 
not cxperi0nced that improvement in reduced 
prices or supply which we have been led to 
expect. 

ThP next paragraph-I am not prepared to 
say that the paragraphs appear in order of 
th(·ir relative importance-deals with the 
matter of kmd settlement. It is verv easv 
for the Government to say that there" is an 
increase in settlement "s compare•d 'I'· ith last 
year's record) bet-;ause leo;:t year's record ·was 
a particularly bad one. The only encourage­
ment we can get from that. is that there is 
an improvement, whatcYer the reason may 
be. I C(lnnot understaJJd the reference t.o 
s"lectors of agricultural farms bringing their 
holdings under perpetual lease tenure, unless 
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it is to obtain some concession in the way of 
reduction of rent. No explanation is given, 
and we have simply to take the stdement as 
set forth in the Speech. But it is not as 
informative a· it ought to be. 

The next matter referred to deals with the 
opening of arsenic mines. That !natter was 
dealt with yesterday by the hon. member who 
seconded the motion for the adoption of the 
Address in Reply. The use of arsenic in con­
nection with prickly-pear ·destruction is a 
mc•t important matter. The question of tho 
de.,truction of prickly-pear has been coJ>· 
sidered hy the Government for many years. 
\Yhen the pre ent Government cm1e into 
pm' er every step had been taken that could 
bn bken to Jlnd out the moans that should bP 
adopted for dealing with the pest, but 1·!Jc 
conditions which were laid down have noi. 
boon enforced as they should ha vc been 
enforced. It is fair to· admit that there has 
been a difficulty in obtaining arsenic, but I 
·do not think that altogether accounte for t'le 
fallin:r off noticeable in connection with t],is 
important matter. I think the Minister 
should furnish us with some information '" 
to what. if awthing, has been accomplished, 
or is boiug considered, in that direction. 

I do not propose to refer to every para­
graph in the Speech, and shall proceed now 
to the· paragraph dealing with the mining 
industry vVith the statement that '' An 
enhanced price ha' been secured from the 
Imperial authorities for certain of the metals 
required in the manufacture of n1unition"," 
I quite agree,, but I regret to say that there 
is nothing to ~how that mining has made that 
progre''' in Queensland which should have 
taken place, having regard to the mining 
re\ources we pohess. It is true that in con­
nertion with some minerals which form a 
small proportion of our resources there has 
been some progrrss rnade, but ·with regard to 
gold, silver, and copper mining we find that 
ther<' has been no head" ay at all. In view 
of the fact that these metals ar<' bringing 
higher prices to-day thc1n they have eycr 
brought in the history of this State, we have 
a unique opportunity to sr,ttle the Cloncurry 
and other mining districts. and to extract 
those metals under favourable conditions such 
n~ 1nay never occur again c.s far as Queens­
land is concerned. The reason that this has 
not lwen done must be found in our La hour 
legislation-our industrial legislation. There 
is no other explanation of the matter. You 
cannot re~d the reports of the strikes in thos~ 
mining areas without coming to the conclu­
sion that industrial troubles are preventing 
the development of mining properties, and 
the production of thosfl metals thctt are essen­
tial for ihn wer a11•d for the development of 
Queensland. The Treasurer, we know. thor­
oughlv understands this matter. and I mav 
sa.,. that if he and the Government oon p1;t 
fon\ ard any proposal that will alter the 
preeent condition of thin<rs while yet th~re is 
time. the:-· will do something for the good of 
Queemland. 

The nPxt ite.TJ'l in the Speech has Tef<>renre 
to the Royal Commiesion appointed to in­
auire into the fcHibilitv of manuforturin£'" 
ii·on and stne] in Queensland. I am incFnnd 
to think that that paragraph in the SpN•rh 
convict•< the Govf'rnment of a certain amount 
of camoufla.<re. Lest se,c·.sion a Bill was iPtro­
duccd dealing with this matter, and the 
Government affect< cl to drop it ber-ause the 
UpPer HonsP had imposed ccrtnin limita­
tions and refused to authorise the Govern-

ment to spend a greater sum than £150,000 
on the commencement of such works. The 
Speech say, that the commission having-

" recommended that steps be taken 
to btablish a State iron-smelting plant 
c tpable of produci1_1g pig-iron ~ommer­
ciallv. and to test 111 bulk the Iron ore 
deposits of the State, t~e D.epart1_11en~ of 
J'.lines has continued Its mveshgatwns 
into this matter with a view to giving 
effect to that recommendation." 

'T'he Government were so satisfied with the 
{';1t~rin1 report of the c~n1mif'?ion last year 
th •t they introduced a Bill wluch vave them 
unlimite'd authority, not only in the expen­
diture of money without the consent of Par­
liament, but also in the resumption of busi­
nesses anll properties. Yet they had only 
received an interim report, and they had not 
made the investigations which they say they 
ar" now making. Surdy, then, that Bill ~as 
introduced for the purpose of thrmnng 
ob'oquy on the Upper Houm and for election 
purposes. 'The Government . had not got the 
final report of the commissiOn y_et,_ and the 
onlv recommendation the commission made 
wa·; that a sum of £5,000 should be expend:d. 
The Upper House vero prepared last se,,.·,wn 
to authori'e the Government to handle a. 
sum of £150,000 for this purposo, and yet 
the Government went to the elector;>.tes and 
complained of the action of the l:pper _House, 
as if it interfered in any degr, o With the 
interests of the State. 

I trust that the Government will table the 
industrial agreements which have been made 
with certain branchcG of the public service, 
including the teachers, policE·, pri>ons and 
a~ylum employees, genei·al offic?rs, profes­
sional officers, and others. Since the Govern­
ment hav; shelve<:\ the re'pon·ibility of con­
trolling the public sen·ice, an;! haye placed 
it on the shoulders of the Arbitratwn Court, 
it is a fair thing that we should have that 
information. Here we have a Government 
purporting tq, manavc the affairs of the 
country, and yet they e-cape the rec,pon­
sibilih" of makinil' the arrange·nents they 
ought' to make "·ith their employees, and pass 
that responsibilit.v on to the judge of the 
Arbit-ration Court, which they ought not to 
do, no matter how qualified the judge may 
be. 

The TREASPRER: The agreements referred 
tn a.ro made between the Ministers and the 
associations concerned, not b:,- the court. 

Mr. M.\CARTNEY: That may be so, 
but they are made under the c.Jmpulsion 
of the court. 

The TREASURER: That is not so. 

J'.lr. MACARTNEY: There is no agroe­
ment with the employee.< but what must go 
before the Arbitration Court. 

The TREASURER : They were not consented 
by the Arbitration Court. 

:\fr. MJ,CARTNEY: Then we are to have 
the report of the Royal Commission 
appointed to inve,tigate the workinfl' of the 
Railway Department. I am sure we are all 
particularly anxious to see that report. 

:\fr. KmwA::-r: You are not the only ones 
who wish to see it. 

Mr. M.ACARTNEY: We are anxious to 
see it, because, no doubt. it will be an in­
teresting document, and I am sure it will 
receive the consideration of every member 
on this side of the House. 

Mr. KIRWAN: I am glad you are going to 
give it consideration. 

Mr. Macartney.] 
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:\Ir. MACARTNEY: It has not been usuo.l 
in the past to indicate the introduction of a 
Lozn Bill by referring to it in the Governor's 
Speech, and why reference is made to that 
r;,attcr here I am at a loss to understand. 
A Lr,an Bill w:ts passed a few ye, rs ago 
which gave the Government very lar;;e bor­
ro\ving pQwcrs, a,nd it is strangG that ·v;,7 e 
"hould now be told that another Loan Bill 
is ll°C8'-~ary. 

The TrtEA~uo,rrr: Your own Government 
nearly Pxhau::ted the powcvs given b~· that 
Act. 

Mr. :MACARTNEY: That is not •o. \Ye 
'mow that mon<"y which has been borro..,-ed 
has been used by the present Go\crnment for 
the purchac e of cattle stations without th~ 
authority of Parliament, and for other pur· 
poses as '··ell. 

An in tore .ti'1~ paragraph is one relating to 
m<'.:1'·Urcs providing for social and tempcr­
:tnce re-form. Unfortunately, we have got 
no dcta,ilc, and therefore we can say very 
little about it. \Ye do not know whether it 
i·: to be an anti -shouting Bill or a 6 o'clock 
-Josi1,g- BilL It would be interesting, per­
haps, if the Government gave the country 

wr:tc indic'ltion of their intentions 
[4.30 p.m.] in that direction, as a bare refer-

ence to the flUe ·,tion is not satis­
factor:·. Jt i' not clear to the public what 
is intended, and it looks more likr' unneces­
sary printing than anything else. \Ye will, 
therefore, have to hold back until the 
infonnation concerning th+''~e measures IS 

forthcoming. 
The next pnrn';raph '·'e come to is a veiled 

threat to thP Le .'islative Council. The 
Legislative C'o'mcil 're told that if they do 
not do their duty which the Cc·nstitution has 
impo"~d upon them, then something is going­
to happen. All I can say is thie, that I am 
or:8 of those who honestly believe that the 
Upper House. has at all times done it, duty. 

Mr. 0' S l:LLTV AN : To \'E''ted interests. 

Mr. MACARTXEY: It has dow its dutv 
no matter "\Vhat G-overnment -\l"as in po,ver. 
"\Ye kno\V that succeeding Govern1nents have 
been checlced in their legislation from time 
to time u:1til the Upper House has been 
satisfied that the country desires the legis­
lation introduced by the party in power. 

The PRE1nER : They had the verdict of the 
people with regard to this Government's 
legislation. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: I do not quite under­
stand whr·t thu verdict of the people means 
in that, sense. 

The l'RniiER : They don't seem to under­
stand it either. 

Mr. MACJ-.RT:":EY: When the Iron and 
Steel "\Vorks Bill ''- :ts before the House, the 
hon, gentleman srtid that the people wanted 
an Iron and Steel \V orks Bill, while, as a 
r.atter of fact, such a measure had never 
b?en submitted to the people. Yet the hon. 
gentleman tried to belabour the Upper 
House becausf' they did not pass that Bill. 
I do not know whether it would be a safe 
proposition for the Government to undertake 
the e~tablishment of iron and steel works. 
It might be a very profitable undertaking, 
but surely to goodness there is a wa v of 
finding that out. ThE're is a wa,· of ·both 
Houses finding out. Opinions c.tnc be given 
by members of both Houses that would oon­
?uce to _the ueocfulness and the propriety of 
mtroducmg a measure of that sort. I take it 
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that the L'pper House have done their duty 
in connection with that BilL I am not pre­
pared to .' r.v that elections such as we 
ha 1·e gone through jmtify the party in 
power in introducing mcacures that will 
upset the financial equilibrium of this State. 
It is not the duty of the Upper House to do 
tlirrt. The:• have got their duty to perform, 
and it is our duty to encourage the Upper 
House to perform that duty. I also think 
it is a mistake to make use of the Governor's 
Speech for the purpoc0 of putting words 
into the Goven10r'e mouth which arc nre­
snncd to be the exprusions of His Excclleiwy, 
It is contrary to any previous pra('tice. 

The l'RE3CIER : Do you say that the p,peech 
is prr ·umcd to ·be his own? 

Mr. ~L\CAR.T:\~Y: So far as WD know 
the practice is not to put words into His 
E•,cclloncv's mouth >vhich the Governor would 
not u ·e h'irn.-Jelf. 

'The PnE~Ill R: Do vou nssnme that he is in 
favour of e' erything 'els, in the Spc·Pch? 

l\1r. JI>IACART:\EY: \Ye have a very long 
li·ct cf measures which the Government pro­
pc •3 to introduce. and amon"st others ve 
have the c;Ice.t \Yorks BilL- Surely hon. 
rnembcrs oppo,,,ite are not prepared to adrr1it 
that the Upper House rcjpctcd that Bill 
unfairl;- "\Yhen they on1.'l songht to introduce 
three wo:·ds into the Bill, namelc- the words 
"on just tonns." 

rrh.J SEen~ .·,.,~RY FO:rt Pt!f_L::c IXSTRUCTIO:X ~ 
Three Yagun \Yord-;. 

:,rr. MACAPT:":EY: I must a•k the hon. 
g( ntlen1an to keep quiet in this connection, 
Copecial!y when he blks about anything 
being vague. Then "o ha vc the Brisbane 
TramwaYs Fares Bill and the Brisbane Tram­
" ays Pl{rcha· .. e BilL '\Ye saw these Bills last 
sef-. ,.ion, but there '"'as no discUF·'3ion upon 
them. It is quite clear 1Yhat is the object of 
these Bills. 'l'lw·,e meo.sures are not to the 
credit of hon. members opposite. It does 
not bring credit upon any party that intro­
duces such legislation. Howev< ,., we will 
ha vo an O]l)>Ortunity of dealing with thew 
r..ilJ .; lr\tf'r on in tb-; sc~..;sion. 'rhen we come 
to the City of Brisbane Bill. In referring 
to this measure, I might be permitted to 
rlt'part from the usurrl practice, not to discuss 
a measure until it has been introduced and 
submitted to us in !!le ordinary way. I would 
·nggnt to the hon. ['ontlemnn in charge of 
that Bill that it might be submitted to a 
committee of the House. \Ye could have 
on that corr:rpittee men specially conversant 
with loc<>l authoritv matters. They would 
1 e able to pick out' those clau·e< which are 
more o:· k.s formal, and we could. put them 
out of the wav at once, and it could be left 
u the House 'itself to deal with the matters 
about which, perhaps. both sides come into 
umfli< t. If '"' take th~ whole Bill as it was 
p1-e-ent"d hst session, and go through it 
clause b:'\~ clause, th0n it \vill be an ahnost 
i'11pc .. ,sible task. Then there is a Public 
\Vorks Standing Committee Bill proposed. 
There is no indication what this standing 
committee is going- to be. Is it going to be 
a 0nmmittee like that suggested in the Bar­
ea ldino speech of three years ago-a committee 
of experts-or is it going to be a committee 
of political giants? 

The PRE:"IER: A cornmitte>c of standing. 

1\Tr. '\IACARTXEY: It would not be a 
committee of standing if tlv:, hon. gentleman 
himself was not on it. (Laughter.) ~\!though 



Addn3s in Rcpl:l. [30 lYIAY.] Address in Reply. 37 

a committee of experts was suggested in the 
Barcaldine speech, we find that when the 
committee was appointed it was compooed of 
memb.rs representing entirely the Govern­
ment side of the House. If any complaint 
is madcJ of the fact that no rnember from 
this side of the Houee has toJwn a seat on 
that cowmi'tce, I m.•.y say tlPt porsonally I 
cannot sec IYhat ach a,1tagc a n1cn1ber of this 
idc would ha;-e in tr~king hi:o scat on that 

con1n1ittt •. The nH 21bcrs fron1 this side 
would b~~ in a rninorit :. and t\(_ ,- ,_~:ould havo 
to hke the instruction•· of the· c::mcus, just 
a . .; the G overnn1C'nt has to do. and no bcnG~ 
ficial result ·oulcl arise from it rhatcvcr. 
How'?Ycr, if the Bill to 1Je introduc~d is suc~1 
that we c; n appro;-e of it-if. for in•lanc-,, 
we a re going to rder all public mL.ttcr· to 
an independent tribmwl-a fairly indcp ndeEt 
board of cxp::>ri :-then the Government flro 
going to I. JVe support from this side of the 
House. 

The Pr:Er.nE:;-· : Do I infer frc.n1 your 1· -
marks that thr• Oppc.,ition will not· .,v.,oint 
any l112l~lL. 1 ~, f:nnn that side ro tLckc a ;-~at 
on the co1nrnitteo? 

Afr. )IA.C-~RT);J~Y: I said that nL'lnlwr~ 
on thi ccrk .clid t, ke a ,, at O!l tho 
cc nni<.ion apvoin+ b;.- the hon. gentle-
man. I said nothill': thae1 that. I 
noticn that it is propo:·( to inh-,Jducc a 
Constitution Act ~'-nr .d.,rcrt Bill. I do 
n.ot kllO'iY if tha•· refers to the pro:;_JOSE-'{1 aboli­
tion. of anot!;.·" Chare1bet, Ol' if it rcfc·rs to 
an rn•·:'case In ~Llarj,-=-·;. An intcrestin~ in­
·:1iY.idn1.] gave' the Press, thP other ·day, an 
1nhhHttim1 t~1:1t. an ]:Gcreasc of Salan,"' Bi!l 
v .... h' gain~; to be intt·oduccd b:: a n1crnbor 
of the Uppchition. I cun 5av that 1 have 
the 8~rther~ty of cv0ry m0n1bt?r on this side 
to say thrct no urh indi' idu:1l exict-. .. 
110 sn?h ~nformation v as givc.1 by a n1( 
on th!s nrlc. 

KmwAx: I sa'' it 'in the ::\Ielbourn0 
"Age." 

::\cr. f•L\C.-\RT::'\EY: No ·doubt, VOU o·ct 
the inforn~, 1.tion sent every"-hcrc. ~(Lau~h-
ter.) · 

l\lr. KIRWAN: Can rou n,- tlut the "Bris­
bane Cnnrior" di·cl not son~! it to the Mel­
bourne ''Age"? 

1-Ir. MACAR1'.'\'EY: I notice> there i .. 1, 

Supremo Court Act Amr·:>dmtlt Bill pro­
posrcl. The hon. member \rhu move l tr-, 
adoptioy! o.. the .. \cldrcss in Reply , ·1i-d he 
hoped tL1t the BJ!l would mc.m the rotil·e­
ment of the jud,;c '· \V c know that hmL 
rncnbers oppo,ite ·deal with th ·s0 mattcn in 
c _lucus~ and the hon. n1mnber "vho n1wdo 
that r<'mark v;as quite aware of the conte11ts 
of the Bill. At any rate, it is only from 
\Yhat th" lwn. mem!·.~r has said that \VO can 
infPl' "[,:et the contents of this S•1preme 
Court Ej11 ilr,,-. I do not nropcJe to saY 
too llli!Ph i• lout it now. but~ it would be a 
misfortune if our friends on the other sidu 
ehoulcl intNfero with the fountain , i justice. 
The fountain of ju,ticc' is provided for the 
proioct:on of. all s~ dions of the conunuuity­
m' n of n 11 YH'WS and men o' all creeds-and 
if we begin to alter or violate that fountain 
then \VC aro going to int<~rferc "vith one of 
the sttongcst pillars of lil-erty that ,, ,. 
po ,,, 1:-;;s. I arn not r:oing to say anything 
personal at the pre·ent time in regard to the 
trend of legi lation on the part of this 
Government in n.:ation to the Industrial 
Arbitration Court and the proceeding:' that 
have taken place within the last few months. 

'J'hose proc~edin!T' arc oub judice at the pre­
sent moment, and I do not propose to say 
anythinJ furthel' just now, but to express 
tho hone that tlw Govunment will not 
lightly 'enter into nch a proposition •' was 
t:u :Tgeste·d by the n:_o'··,·l~ of the Addrc s in 
ILply. 

0""1POSITio:-; ::!.lE:1IBER" : B. car, lH_.: r : 

~:r. l\100RE (.-lubigny): I aLo wish to 
congramlate the mover and seconder of the 
Addrr: s in B ~~)ly. l certainly thlnk the 
YllOYCJ.·, in 1Jd.rti('Lllar, cxprc·.sed hi'1 ..-i..:\VS 

Ycr,· cl :trlv, and he mnde ono st,,tc_ 1r-nt 
with whicuv I ·was p n t.!cularly struck. I-Ie 
did not ~ay that in a. ]argo nu1nh 'r of ~-·lee~ 
tc t th0 policy of Jp party th .t ho rcp:·e­
i-<'!l.tJ \\'.tS t re ,.;on for thc~r ·lccuion, but 
1.~ s:1id it ''r~-; a l'CI-nJiat-n·y YJte. I 
t}·~·uoughly rcali~o, a·1 j_ rnc,__t hon. mo1nbn: s 
qw·,,ito rea]i,e, that it was a retaliatory 
Yoi. '· and consr quentl~Y I think 1 

.. o n1ay be 
l- ardon d for rather resenting the vv;:v in 
\i-hich 1ht=' elc('tions \Vere C,Lrried out at ,a 
tin.H~ ~yhu1 th~t r(~t.,Fation \vas prob::bly 
gain~ tv be .·tronLOl' th n it would have b0 n 
at another time. A definite statLment like 
that is ·<Fndhing that -hould be taken note 
of, bec'luse it is rather a pc.:uliar thing to 
l·c proud of winning an eh :tion prnctic.tlly 
on n retaliatory vot '· One would think the 
policy" vut be ~Ore the c nnn1unity for their 
h~ncfit y,·onld be "hat the: ,--ould vote on. 
nnd not borau:;:n of ~JD_,_.dl +":l{n:_ son1, body ebe 
·did, wii·h ,._hi eh we h :vcJ no c.nncctiou "hat­
C\Tor. 

The PRRJ.IIER: You are under a n1i uppre­
hcn~ion. rrhat WLS Ull a-dditional reason for 
the vote. 

Mr. JHOORE: The :Premier may cay it 
v-as an additional n~2son for f~e ·\·ote, but 
I am only giving tL; rcn1a \ ks of the rnovcr 
of the Addrc .; in Reply, who r':pres~nts one 
of those electorates. 

I also wish to agTcc 1 ith that part of the 
Speech which makcl reference to the war. 
~\t the present tir 10 it certainly se~ms to me 
out of pl: '.0 that we si1on1·i b·, here with a 
] argo an1.ount of conh- 1tious J.- ·"!islat.ion be­
foro u•. ''hen we do nJt know v. hcthcr it is 
going to be oi an:-· usn at all. \Y c do not 
know ho'v tbings arc ~oin~· to turn out. 

r,Jr. CmTER: How do you know it is con­
tentious? 

Mr. ~-IOORE : There i; no ·doabt about the 
contentiousncs of a large an1ount of th5"> 
lcgi~lation. \Yo have Bills mentioned in the 
Speech t' <lt ·,,,'ero thro'Nn out brfore, and in 
regard to which a ,,,ajority of th ~ people 
of Quec•-t·111d exJne,sed their di;_approval. 

J'Ir. CARTER: No. 

Mr. MOORE : Did not they have an 
opportunity to express their approval or 
disapproval of the Upper House? How did 
they expre" it? By a 60,000 majority in 
favour of the Upper House, and yet hon. 
members opposite say there is no conten­
tious legislation foreshadowed. Take the 
Local Authorities Bill. We know that it is 
going to be an extension of the franchise, 
and do we not know that the members of the 
local authorities expressed unanimous dis­
approval of the proposal? The Premier at 
one time said that those people who sat on 
loc•tl authorities were the most conservative 
men he ever had the misfortune to be con­
nected with. If conservatism is synonymous 
with honesty and fair play, then they are 
conservative. They have expressed their 

Mr. Moore.] 
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dicapproval of the propoc-al, and expressed it 
in unanswerable term", and it is only a fair 
thing, when you lutve absolute unanimity of 
opinion such as that, that some notice of 
it should bo bken by the Government. After 
,]], they are e)ccted by the ratepayers and 
they have a l'lght to have their viows re­
spected. If the Government are decirous of 
widening tho fr.:cnchif~, ~\ hy not have a 
referendum on the matter? 

A GovERC:O!E;<;T ME:UBER: It is the will of 
the people. 

Mr. l\IOORE : The will of the people ! 
\Vhen it i~ in your fcn·our it is all right, 
but !·he •. 1ll of the people, when it goes 
again· t you, is to be swept on one side. 

I wonld like to qnote an advertisement in 
the " .. \;;ricultnral Journal" in reference to 
the State Produ('G .Age ~lC:·, beca,uBf', t.o my 
mind, the 'Fhole pro perity of 0"eensland 
is wrapped up in thiJ question. 'l'he adve::­
tisement is as follo··1·s :-

" QuEEKSLAl>D STATE PRODt:CE .\GENCY. 
"Realising that primary production 

is the mainstay of all new countries, that 
agriculture is not only a prime factor in 
development but is at the prr",ent time 
vital to national safety, tho Government 
is determined to do everything possible 
for the man on the land.' 

That agency is only one little side issue and 
is not going to brinrr about an incrc,,~e in 
agriculture in Queensland. 

Mr. C'ARTER : The farmers think, so. 

Mr. MOORE: The fra-mers do not think 
so. You haYo only to go round the country 
at the prcs•mt time to see how little cultiva­
tion then~ ir.; ho1-v n1uch le~~s \V heat hv'3 been 
pub in this year than \Vas put in previously. 
I would like to mention som,;thing about this 
·whr-at bu~ioess) becau,,e I rca..liso son1cthlng 
more has to be done in the wa:- of increasing 
agriculture and increasing Battlement in 
Queensland. At the present time it is going 
down. I know areas in my men district that 
ha,-e ~:one out of cultivation merely because 
there w;:,: no · stabilit.. of market and the 
whole buciness has bee'n unprofitable. -

Mr. PETERSOX: Do not the Federal Go­
vernment control the wheat output? 

Mr. -:\100RE: They did not control it last 
year. 

Mr. PETERSOX: Yes. 
Mr. i\'IOORE: No. I will rc .. td something 

for the hon. member's b0nefit to show 
whether the Federal Government controlled 
it or not. I will read from one of Mr. 
Ryan's speeches last ycetr. He said-

" Last y(lar, when the farmers came to 
the Government it offered them a wheat 
pool, but because of the attitude of Mr. 
Barnr··1, of \Varwick, and Mr. Grayson, 
and that of other ' so-called farmers' 
representatives,' they could not agree, 
and the offer of the Government was 
turned down. Thq farmers, to a hrge 
extent, were placAd at the mercy of the 
the millers." 

The PREi\IIER: Is. that Cecil Roberts's 
speech? (Government laughter.) 

1\lr. MOORE : " The farmers, to a large 
extent, were placed at the merey of the 
millers." 

Mr. CARTER : Is that not true? 

[ 1111·. 111 a ore. 

Mr. MOORE: Whose fault was it? Had 
J\Ir. Grayson an oppodunity of forming a 
wheat pool? Had Mr. Barncs an oppor­
tunity of for:ning a wheat pool? There was 
only one man in Queensland who had an 
opportunity of forming a wheat pool, and 
what dir{ he do? He shuffled and shuffled, 
trying to make political C"lpital out of it, 
nnd then he went up to Toowoomba and 
tried to blame• the unfortun"JtG frumers. 
Hm·0 is a r- mphlet w1itten Lv an individual 
'Who 1vautod to kno\v on 'vhnt- side ::~Ir. C:>cil 
Hobcrh stood; on what side Mr. Gcorge 
Cntcr stoorl. Di-d he do anything to help 
the farmn; to get a wheat pool? Not a 
bit. 

J\Ir. CARTER: Ycc'. 

Mr. ~,IOOHE: He did absolutely nothing. 
He was absolutely a curio,ity. 

The SPE_\KER: 01·dcr! I nndcrstand 
the hoJL rnr d bcr referred to another hon. 
mf rnbcr rrs " a curiosity." I hopo the hon. 
n1embcr ·will use parlicmentary languagQ, 
and I a',k him to withdraw the expression. 

Mr. MOORE: I withdraw, Mr. Speaker; 
it was the pamphlet that was the curic<ity, 
a;;; it ':'·as \Yrittcn in such an artful manner. 
Tho Premier was the one man who, at the 
time. had an opportunity of giving us a 
wheat pool. 

Mr. PETERSOK : Did your party agree? 

l\Ir. MOORE: Did we agree to widen the 
franchise oi the local auth •rities? Of 
course not. Th •t doe'' not count. He knew 
that agriculturc was declining, and ~c. knew 
it y;os absolntcl:v nece,arv for somc,hmg to 
be done to have stab~lit'r of prices, ond he 
did absolntclv 'nothing. "It is almost bevond 
belief that he should r:et on the platform 
and sa:. it '\as our fault. 

::\Ir. BRENN.\:-1 : The Premier offered them a 
pool. 

,1\lr. ::\100RE : He did nothing of the sort. 
Was the hon. member for Toowoomba any­
whm-e about at the time? \'.'as he on any 
deput:::tion? Did he know anything about 
it? 

Mr. BREKXAN : Evidently I know more 
about it than you do. 

The PRE:IIIER: Didn't the hon. member for 
\V arwick oppccc a pool? 

Mr. CoRSER: Did you offer it? 
Mr. MOORE: Did the hon. member for 

\Varwick have an opportunity .of granting a 
JX-•Jl? Not at all! The Prcmwr sa1d m h1s 
speech 1\t Toowoomba that the farrr,ers were 
left at the mercv of the millers, and they wore 
undoubtedlv ldt at the mercy of the mil1ers. 

Mr. FRE~: Didn't he a"k them to agree 
amongst thems~lvcs first, and they could not 
dJ it? 

Mr. ;IIOORE : The Premier thought there 
was an opportunity of catching a few vct00, 
and he vus anxious to know ,vhich way the 
cat jumped before making up his mind, and, 
because it suited his purposE'•-bec ~use there 
was a little disagreement-he did nothing. I 
say some stability has got to be offered on .a 
market for whc~.t to ent'OlUa!)e the farmers 
to increase the area under cult1v, twn. When 
you see how little land is being cu_ltivate-d, 
surely th--. reason is ob,-iou•. The pos1t10n has 
been realised in the other State'· There 
they have been given a guarantee of a mini­
mum price for their wheat. 

A GOYER:-11\IENT MEMBER: What -did the 
Prirr,e Minister do in New South Wales? 
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Mr. MOORE: In New South Wales the 
State Ministry guaranteed a minimum price 

Df 4s. per bushel at the railwa;,· stat:on. What 
has the Government done in Queensland? 
According t' the Premier himsc,1f, they have 
simplv left the farmers at the mercv of the 
millers. " 

The PREMIER : At the mercy of the pro-· 
tended far1ning represQntatives. 

M,-. MOORE : The Premier is trying to 
shuffie Ol!t of the position to suit himself. 

The PREMIER: The middlemen I attacked. 
Mr. PETERSON: Are vou and the hon. mem­

ber for ·w arwick agreed on the question now? 
Jlilr. MOORE: The quPstion is •,yhcthcr we 

want to cncouragr; the growing of ~\·heat in 
Queensland. l do not think that ·,, e are doing 
anything to encourage it at present. Three 
years ago, when the Premier was ctanding for 
election, he said-

" Any irr.partial person who troubles to 
compare Queensland agricultural statis­
tic-; with those of the other States will 
ro:llise the disabilities and hal'dships 
under w hi eh our agriculturists labor in 
compari on with their brethren else­
\dlQT£'.-, 

vVhat has he done to remedy that? He has 
gone back instead of goil<l' forward, and I 
think it ic time the Government realised 
that we want to encourage agriculture. \\' e 
have large areas of land; we have people 
wanting to :"ettle on the land. In the adver­
tisement of the State Produce Agency they 
say food is an absolutely viLLI noco,sity to 
the Empire at the prcoont time. Surely 
th0n the Government should have some 
":uggestion to offer whereby the area of land 
nndt'r cultivation can be increased. The 
Govcrr•ncnt have the position at their fing-'r 
~ncL; they know the financial position and 
the position of wheatgrowing in the State, 
and ·>Lay should say, "\V c will taL· the 
matter in hand. \V c will fix a price for all 
the wheat that you can grow." in order t.o 
enc'mragc people to grow wheat. \Ve do 
not \'.ant to ccmtinue in the position of hav­
ing to import wheat frm 1 the other States 
"hen we could grow it our-elves. 

~1r. GiRTER: \\'hen the Government took 
y Jur wheat in 1916 you accused them of 
stc "-ling it. 

Mr. l\100RE: \Ye accused them of steal­
ing our butter. 

Mr. BE:;BrxoTox: And rightly so. 'rhey 
di-d cteal our butter. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! Order ! 
Jl.lr. Th~OORE : In this characteristic little 

speech that the Premier made to the farmers 
at Toowoomba he went a little further in 
rrsard to butter. \Vhen the hon. member 
for Port Curtis was talking about butter 
] n ·, t se~. ion, he said-

" He wanted to point out that, despite 
the fact that butter was bringing a 
higher price in the old country, and 
that the price was fixed in London at 
229s., the farmers' butter in Queensland 
was being sold by the Nationalist 
Government of the Commom-:ealth at 
146s. per cwt.-151s. l0ss 3~ per cent., 
\Yhich reduced it to 146s. The co,t of 
ovOY"ea tran-port would be equivalent to 
about 25s., making the commodity 176s. 
\Vho was getting the -difference? 

" Mr. Bebbington: And your Minister 
gave 149s. 

" Mr. CARTER: \Vho was getting the 
difference between 176s., the cost in Lon­
don, and 229s. ? Yet hon. members oppo­
sitB-who profpsccd to be studying the 
farmers' interests-had nothing to say 
when the National Federal Govunment, 
which they had returned to power, took 
their butter· at 15ls., loss 3~ per cent., or 
0quivalent to 146s. a cwt., and sent it to 
.England, where it was sol-d at 229s." 

He madE' an insinu :tion that soueono was 
betting the difference. 

}1r. CIRTER: So som~one WD" 

~.lr. MOORE: A little while previously, 
when there wns a shortage of butter in Aus­
tralia-there was a good market for Queens­
land butter-it \Vas seized in Que,msland at 
a fixed price. \Vhen t!Ero W'lS a glut, 
:me! the Government were c.t their wits 
end and did not know what to do, and 
there v. as talk in the papers about clo.-ing 
up the dairying indu~try, vvhat djd the 
Scerctarv for Agriculture or the Govern­
ment do? Thev r "n round like a mother­
less foal and did absolutely nothing but 
talk about prc vious Government· There 
·was an insinurttion about so neone gr,tting a 
commission. The farmers i·hemsch·cs. through 
their co-operative companies, took hold of 
the situ ·tion. They sent down rrJwc-enta­
tivrs to 1\Ielbourne at their ov:n C''<'>ensB and 
mad9 a deal with the Imperial G~vernment 
t:"rough the Federal Gon"rnm0nt f0r a direct 
nle, and they wtrc congratulated in tho 
prcs:3 of Australia on thcjr cnL•rprisc. '11hey 
were to get 151s. P' c cv,·t., le3s 3~ prr cent. 

::'.Ir. CARO:ER: vYhat about the diffcrcmce? 
J\lr. MGORB: If vou read the "'r;r ,ement 

that war- published in the r :1pcrs } ou will be 
able. to find out. 

ll1r. CAr.TI:R: The Fcdcr..cl authorities could 
not tell me th' other day. 

:i\Ir. ThfOORE: The Premier said at Too­
"·oomba-

" At the pre,,ent time there was a dif­
ference of 5ls. between London parity 
and the price secured here by dairymen 
for their butter fat. The middleman 
was '2tting the difference." 

'l'hfre is the answer to the hon. member's 
question. P was sold direct to the Imperial 
authorities for the troops at a fixed price. 
If anv of it was not required for the troops 
it w:is to be sold for private consumption, 
and one-half of the profits was to go to the 
producers in ,l_ustralia. 

~.1r. C cRTER : Where does the other half 
r;o to? 

Thir. J'v100RE: It will probably go to the 
p, deral Gov,'rnment or the British Govern­
ment who are conducting the pool. Seeing 
t':lcv 'take the risk, they are ,'urely entitled 
( ) !t. 

::\!Ir. C\;-cTER: \Vhat warrant have you for 
scying tlwt the producers are getting J:alf 
of the profit,? The fo.rmers arc not ~,ettmg 
it. 

2\Jr. MOORE: Of cours0 they havf\ not got 
it vet. The pool is not finished :·et. They 
cannot gc>t it until the pool is finished. When 
it is finished, 50 per cent. of the profits Will 
e-o to th3 producers. I think it is un excep-

tionolly good d0"l that the pro­
[5 p.m.] duccrs them"elves made. They 

wore forced into the pcsition, and 
the GovNnment did not help them. Then we 
ha.vf' mieleading statements made to the 
countrv bv the lea.dcr of the Governrnent, 
which," I think, is a poor way to go about 

Mr. ]foore.] 
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the matter. and ,,, rv unfair. These people 
ilhould bfl helped. \Ve want to encourage 
co-ovor,-~,_,ion a.tlOn~.::Tt our far1ncrs, and rhey 
shoul ! receive help from the Government 
in:,t .d of thos,-, mislctding statemsnts being 
rnadn. 

There i · another thin"" I '' ant to speak of 
in re~ 2 rd to country m.L.tters, and that is 
t~w que tion of re _ds. The Pre11ier, in a 
prcv:ous elcccion, laid in his policy 
spr cch on the necc·sity good roods. 

lVI:r. C \lt'l.- R: \Yhat did your GDvcrnrnont 
do' 

~· .r. ? TO ORE: What h· s ·:our Go· 
ben <- J~n~; for tho la t th\·oc ve.lrs '? 
P1 In \~r s: id the roads ,,-ere L_; bo taken 
in hand. He st t.-d-

., It i·; reeo~ni~0J that i ~ n1any p r~s 
of th2 St:1to ·T·hcre our ·:w.-,t fc~rtiJo lanll 
i:: situe1t. d, OlW of tlw g·c· atr ,t diflicul­
tic~ w:th \:hich tlw c:J.rlv st:t.·qc:,_·;., are 
f:->rc·d is tlL inr> , ··~1Lillty u of their ]and 
t

1-:r ~~ ;h la~~~ of r(, 1~ '· This difilr t-llty 
the LnhY~r p::lrty -\- i1l cndeu ... ~·our to ovel'­
t ~Ho~e lr: h :;.vin!:t roads con~,tructscl fron1 
tho nr lrc-•t uulwny into all areas of 
][:nd thro''· r open for s0le~tion." 

The po~iti·ln is getting worse in~:.-en.d of 
bcttc~·. \Vhcn you ~re v.~1at is ~-·ajng on in 
other Si·atc, t!li'ou .. h " proper grasp o~ this 
subject. it \Vi~l he rocogni~~d th.-.t :rJn1cthing 
will han to lw ·donr in QnCC':1'•Ltnd. Icl 
Victoria £500.000 "'"' r 1t n•,ido to be spent 
on ro, ,J, in the country dietrict,. 

Mr. C>RTER: You ha', e evidently not boon 
on the eo Lmtr: roads there. 

Mr. ~WORE: I han•. I also wont to the 
RoadJ Of~'rre in ::Uelbourne, and fc•und that 
with the decreas ·d cc t of haulage th•' e'c­
pcr:..~~ituro ,-as provin~ a r-ood in-re- tm~·nt to 
the StatP. Lm ---1~ vvhich \vere u dd as she£ 1J 

c,.JJk. or' ::noily in thr.~ StatC', owing to the 
cheap hnula~·:_· n1ado po::siblo by good roads, 
are now 11einr; settled. It is an e.;·c-OlJ8ner 
to p:o ther0 o,nd what good roads Fill 
do for a pl.'c~. It the same in Ta annia. 
whi(;h i;;; a, poor cJuntr'.~ con1varcd \Yith 
('uocu la .d; good r ·ads· ha(c uade thal 
ccuntr;,- pro•,per8us b:- c::tusing cheaper haul­
:_cgr. ·~,hat i:-, <::'lillC''::lir:;g \Vhlch wi:l hL~.'J to 
be done in Qth cn,Jand. \\'e ha'.e settler· 
1ocat."d at lr'-::l9' di:.f-·nccs fron1 a railway, 
and, with very difficult country to cross, 
the) cannoJ_ get +heir crops to rnarkct. \Vo 
must 1"akc [;Ood ra.~ds se that they cetn cot 
their producce to market I h~-ce inspected 
land put a·:~Je for rciu:;.~1,cd f' ;ldicr·., and in 
some ca,es the land is good, but it is , bso­
Iutely intcce~~~ible. 

Mr. IiRENN!N: \Yhcre Weis that? 

l\lr. HOORE: It is in the Com·ar distrirt. 
The part I refm· to is about 8 ·mile, from 
a railY 1,y, and it would b." quite i1npo::.,:Jihlo 
for the settiPn to 'd their produ< • aw.e1y 
to rnarkct. That is not orl",- tho nosition in 
that di-triet but in plctccs ·all through the 
State. \\'hen the Premier toured the State, 
the 1nattcr \1,·as brong-ht beforE: hi~ notico, 
and he •.aid that the GoYcrmnent would have 
to do somethrw with regard to road 

The P:"E1IIETI: .Are you complaining about 
what I .. id 'I 

Mr. :'-IOORE: No, but at vour wad Df 
action, and at no refcronc, b~ing Loade to 
it in the Spe~ch. 

A GOVER:;IliiENT )dEMBEB: \Yhat ha,·e tltP 
divioional boerds in your di,trict done? 

:Mr. MOORE: 'I'he.v do wl-at they :Jan. 
Unfortunately, the field of tao~~-tion has bec>n 
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eo mucl1 C'ncroacllCd unon be· the State and 
Federal Goycrmnents that tlccy arc not in a 
position to get th.~ funds. 

Hon. W. :.;. GrLLIES: And they wa<ed 
i.Vhat they ·c1id rai_: ... ~. 

Mr. MOOD.E: It is all vcrv well for a 
n1an v- h.::> -~ >s c~1 the •. .'rant Le-- d1 to • ny that 
they ·w~~-,te;J. rnoncv. It was a vcrv difficult 
thi.',: with t'w Sll,all r,vCilUC th .. oy hud tc> 
kccv- up Lh la rgc arc-a, of 1·o; In our 
distri~ t ve h-1• \'Cl abort 3,51 :') 1 of r-.J~d, 
and about £3,000 m £4,000 to them up. 
The ... a t ih. •_ v,-,_. h in <'. country li 1 ~e 
Queen Jar { prct< impr ... t.ble roads 
Lll'ou· h se n, of OPT ( CJuntrv i~ a matter 

hich' , , TCOrl l1V of atte,;tion of any 
-:nt. .~~J1lcvrir:g Oil t 11u pl'Olni-os in 

LcrNI,!rnc sp· cell, I ,·hould 
,_.J ,o;'H.:thing ;,._; d1o\v that 
were going to InaL-; a. start. 

The Pnnn~u: I m ado r .fc' ·-nee to i c in 
tlw'To·.n.yille ,;pe ·h. 

2\~r. J\IOORE: "Stcu hay~ not rnado reD_:r­
r~nc:_~ tJ it in tho Gu-.-cl'nor's Spc·_ch. To 
n1o it is ono of the :n1u:t i1nporta.:1t thi_~g., in 
(~uccnclrmd. 

Next to roads, orw of the most important 
tbin~·s io; the pric"!Jy-pear qu.:"tion, ,,-hich is 

:ttir~.L· 1noro an---:. ElVl'l• r: -riou3, and I should 
to :::c,_• orncthing c.L_finite de-ne. It is no 

us" nlCrcl~,. talkir:g about \,.hat i~ going to 
lla:t-Jpen. \\-.b,:n y JU -~ c Juntry whir h 1vas 
l:;:c~pt fro:] by the rn·eyi..JC_;, GoYCl'ninrnt, and 
up to i ) years ago, now b;.:ing rdlowe·1 to 
be overrun \Yith pear. ono v .. ·onc:crs \d1at iB 
going to b the end of it. I lmo,. the 
cuu11try pc1 -:m ally which v. a~ kc)t free by 
the la:oJJ GoYl'l'!l''1C'nt through the expnnditure 
of 11ar,...)J fAln~'3 of L_on ~.Y, and the local 
authori:ies had tc kcc.p tht:ir pa~ ts o£ it 
free, an'l it i~ a disgrace to ~eo that country 
now ;;oiw· back to l'<'ar. Surely it is the 
duty of the present G-ovcrnu1cnt to bpcnd 
a littlo Jnore n1onc,v to kt f·YJ that < ountry in 
the good condition it lw' been kept in raLher 
than let it go into pl <>r '? It is ~:etting into 
that country, and i8 going to affect not only 
the priYatc owner but the C.!.·o 1."':n, beca.u J it 
i' timber country, and once you lot the pear 
get into a timber area, that i, the ':1d of it. 
It would be a more lc11;iti1m<~e thin;; to spend 
money to kt'ep th · pear in chr;ck than on 
U!L:l'pr~· c6 th:.JJ arc not going to bring in 
t11e •_·.tin; rcYcnu to the State a;; this expen­
diture will later on. Everybody who travels 
.3.bout t~~ c )Untry. n1u:::t recognise \vhat a 
1 ·tnace tho n -:-ar is becon1ing, and unJ-::,.s 
sorne ~1"eps ar"o taken, Queensland \vill prac­
tically be ruinc>d. J\f en are getting le· and 
I so wi:Eng to take up prick];·.pcar country, 
;ond an attcm;:Jt should be made to keep 
<",untry clo, n tba~ js now clca!J, e·:pecially 
y.·11en rrwnc_-,· r·· OGlD\T ,"pent 111 so ma:1y 
other ways. 

I chonld like r !so to put in a word for 
unifonuitv in th·-' rollecting o£ t:-\xaticn. 
Farn1crs Ut.J prorluCf-.Ts find a r:;reat difiiculty 
iri nudting un tbc~e :_ ~parate r turn". Surely 
son1e agrcr ~1cm-!- cnuld be nw.de \Vith the 
Commonwealth for u, uniform rehrn to be 
made out once a year, inst.,ad of having t~ 
111r1 L c out dduh!o forn1s bvico a year. 

The PI!E::\IIFR: r.rhat iJ a quc:,tion i.vhich 
has b"on ,;-one into. 

l'llr. MOORE: I do not see anything about 
it in the Speech. 

The PREMIER: It was dealt with at the 
Treasurers' Conference. 
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Mr. MOO RE : This , houkl bo made a liv<' 
question, and not on merely for academical 
disrwssicn at a confeH:ncc. It is a great 
hardship to a lrrrgo~ number of farmc>rs to 
have to mako out thc"'e returns, and I k:nuw 
SOil1f v.~·u, in 1ny op-inion, are paying rnoro 
than thc~y ou:-;ht i') pay ~hrou.s·h ignoranc:J. 
It ,'lOuki be ne .~.Lh '" 'i>nplo as possibh, and 
onl~,· one for tl shou1U ~)C required to bo 
made out. At the present time it is ccrtctinly 
a hm_-·L;hip. 

Now, I ju·t want to mention the qucrtion 
of raib·a:. o-of cour e, ben use, 1nturally, it 
js n. vital onD to an agTicul!ural constitum1c:y·. 
\Vo hope for ~on1ethiug beL·Jr thro'J.gh this 
rcnort ~. ·hid1 is to be IY":'lde bv the connru-:'­
siOn, but l a-en afl'aid CJOlne bCtter 1nea11s of 
admini.,tration will have to lw fmmd. \Vhat 
do~\YC find in collllCttion ·.,ith dairyilYf? \'/c 
find th:: :Ltrlncrs encouraged to aerate their 
n1ilk; we find thcrn doing everything to ke~:) 
it clean; we find it paid for by grade, a:r:d 
,-erv often their htbour i~ -cL,F 1TO', c-d Lv th 3 

uns;_,itublc trucks bY .vhicll it "i ,. br~u· ht 
dovn. It is di1:·ty, and firrivc; in a hea1> J 
conclitioE--Lv i-ce, 11r•rhaps, at all~ and very 
oftL•n 11ot e\-Pn in a cooi truck. It is ha1·d 
that men should h encouraged, bullied 
aln1ost 1nto doing these thingJ to get their 
produce in ,' oo-d < ·.mJition, only to find that 
their cficlts fire nulliiied b,· want of :c:·steu 
in thl~ l-{;_ ihY~}' Dcrtartn1,•nt, or -q·f"t:~lt of 
tr:.~ck·) to g·A it to n1urJI-:~t in g"--od condition. 
It h::s h- ~n brought up her<> time ait~r time. 
You hear the buttor ?Tudors in Brisbane oc:tv 
it j,, o , ing to its l>cine: heated in tranoit. 'r 
think that the Ltrmer,c arc entitled to some 
greater co-:-l::L1C'~·ation, to n1oro trucks. or to 
better conctrm .. ,c··] Lnrks. I ti1ink if thrv 
pay the nte for cool trucl" they ' .. '.13 entitlocl 
to bave them properl~7 in:-•llah1<:l and Ina'_lo 
cool hv ice instead of having the prodn; 
carried in such a way that it arrives in Bris­
hane in such a conrlition that they not only 
lose points. but the grade is E0rnctin.r;s 
brought dow·n t0 f'flcond, and thoy lo·'e moiH'Y 
in con,· '""nee. This is a matt:r that wants 
the attci1tion of this Government or ony 
GoYf> 1'lrncnt. The trouble hH't b~cn t'-·oing on 
for a 1onrr tin10, not onlv latch-. 1 kno\v o: 
a ca:;::o ~.~ ,•f'rc butter ,v..as hronr:;ht do\vn to 
sc•·ontl gra,rJc, rein!!, of bad t.oX:t'lrc thron·,h 
being over},"" tcd. It '' as to ken over to the 
wharf to hc loadc·tl, nnd owing to a dis·"Jute 
tc~hvc0n two m n a1l tho wh_,-..rf la1lolircrs 
went ont, ancl it cost about £120 for taxis to 
take it back to the store and restor" it, 'The 
farmers jmt had to bca_r thP brwtt and pay 
the <>xpensc. In oaces hke that it should be 
th<> dutv of the Government to ·,,;e that at a 
time like this a roat that is able to take 
dai"y prorlure rloes not go ''·"''" fro'n Dris· 
banc without bking it simply because of 
"omo paltry di'Dll1c-I don't think the men 
knov; thcmsP1vos what it was about. It seems 
an unf ,ir thing th,t a~ricn!turists should 
be treatc>d in sur11 a wa:· a< that, rnd I wi~h 
to .;;pn son1f' jJTI~lrovr>nlPDt ffiitdc bv which thev 
will lw able to get their produce to mark~t 
in nronf'r cool trnf'ks. in the {'ondition in 
which it !r·.,wr ·. the fnrtorv. The control 
shou!d noi· ccuc ,dwn it l0nvcs the factory, 
but · bonld ; ],·o continue in thro R~ilwav 
De~12rhnrnt. If t11cv ;,re goincr to m1smn:ri­
a!2'C :• puh1ic utili+:, then the~ should nav 
damar:cs the ,,nne as the hrm0r ha, to P"Y 
1vhen h · is guilty of neg-lc~t. All the 1,P things 
are going to incrctuc production, and if the)· 
arc not attended to production is going to 
decrease ; and I think it is recognised by 

everybody that. in a .Stat!-l like <'n2ensland 
an incrn.sc of produdwn IS absolutely c ·, ,pn­
tial. 

I should like to mention that hxation ic 
becoming hens:·, vPry he.flvy, on certain. c­
lions of the conln:unit-, tn Lt ure hardly 1n a 
po,,i+,ion to 1vflr it. Prif ,\S arc high at the 
present tirne, I kno\';, but you have also to 
~akc into consi~ "'ation the high co·t of pro· 
ducticn. In manv of onr factoric·· and other 
C>'CU'1atiJns in tlle cou:.:t· y the cm-~ of pro­
du-ction h··ts inert .!.c.cd more than in propor­
tion to the incrca•2 in th<e pri<ec of the pro­
duce. J'Ylac1tincr.) has inrrea::2d trc"ICndouJly, 
b:1~s have gone up, ar:.d ot:1c:- things have 
""One un enor::.,wu:-:h-, and raan J. Men are hard 
put to" it to bw'· ,, ho" to, mcd all the 
.dC'lY!,lnth th tt are corrtin~ uncn th,~rn. AnJ 
' b..:-n v e s . .?f\ ns \YO do, rnore tax~, tion to he 
incyihh]e from the F<'chral GoYernmcnt, 
then it b0hnYCS the Gov ·rnm.·-nt to hiok rounrl 
tn scn v,-hct~':r ·:11ere is net ',tJmc \78'~ vvhr:..2by 
this bmd0n of ta'rati,Jn ran be lightened, 

1\~L.-. C 'iRTER : . \_nd _,t ~-ou v. ·- ~t pu~ :ic 
roads built ! 

::\1r. ~100RE: That is going to lighten ~he 
bu~dcn-an: thing that is gojng t·J dlcrcuso 
tho cost of tran -it. an:'thing that is qoi:!.lg to 
enable them. to g~t their produce to market 
1norc easit-n and mor-' chcRph~. 

l\Ir. C.\c:.TER: Do yen thi;,k they can be 
built for nothing'? 

~,":c. :MOORE: ~o. but I think it is wi e 
c:c ·, 'm'i"are, ar,d I think that there is a lot 
\Yliich is not wi-,; at ~ho pycsent tin!. c. Y\lhen 
:.-ou know thu t agriculture ir going back 
iH·'~Hd of coming on, tkn I think the Go­
Y•rnr:-f'nt should take t··Hne nut-ice, and it 
; 1wukl r much a S]Y·"ial part of thei" P"O· 
fl'rl.nnne '·>1 ·_:c that '<.Jme remedy is found for 
th-; 1Hlsit: 1n. Dorrlinr: with rgriculture 
s1: -,nld be oc:c of the e :r!,' parts o£ the ·,,·m·k 
of tbe ··cseion, in ,t .1d of b0ing ldt oe1t of 
tlw part:, prognmme alto·:cthcr. A lot of 
J'.ills arc IOWntioncd. bnt I .do not "CC fin\· 
ihat ar0 goi!lp; to bo of n.·(l to t};-. fnrm'"·~. 
'T' xatic'l ic hectvv, and the farmer has gr;t to 
find the on~)ncy. 'Pri(, "; nrc not :-> l,vp:,-~ .1"':'0ing­
to eL'y w, the~~ nr0. and the cost of pro·:inc­
tion i3 n1ountir.g un f'l hig-h that Yer~- oft· n 
th0re i, vcrv litt~o h•];>nce lf'ft. There S0C'TIS 

to l1e no cff,Jrt to see tlnt thee' !2'et bags or 
t·· ;ne or other thin.-·:: thnt th-::v reqni:e at a 
<

1
J8.l]Jf'r rni"r>. T k-ro\Y fro-.,1 n0n::onal cxneri­

<'rcc th."t the difficulties thnt lhcv nrc ·meet­
in')" :q~r> indnrln-; son1o of them to ·g;ve un and 
go jn fnr ;•1nin \VP!rl" Sorne me.1.nc. wi1} haYe 
h he fennel bv ''· hi<h theo,f' n0nnle will bo 
('.}JlP to inC'r·~·O:sc th0i1· nrof1w--tion, and h:v 
·whirh mon~ llf'op}C' 7Ti11 hp enronrarrPd to rro 
on th0 lanrl t~1nn 'lt nn.,-:f'nt. Kn,,~. ~-~.'hC'"'C vPr 
'011 c:,n. tf>e crv is th0t it dn0s not pay, anci 
thc> cost of nroclncing is too h: o:h. 

... fr. CJLL1X~: \Yr_, <)re getting no dividends 
ont Df · h-" ,,~ .... 1~. 

:\Ir. 'TOORT<:: \Vt' he''" rro t.-1 p'v for it 
lnt0r on. and th" n-;nncv hoc ird tn lw fonnd, 
v~.,.n kn•n~.- the 8-blh'• t8Xflt7on nnfl thf' Fr>C!f'rai 
t''\:W ion h11R g-et tn hf' hPilY'.y, nnrl 1 wa1Tt to 
see JWople pnt in the nn .itinn of hning >tblc 
tn n . .,.,,~ ~ 1-, r<nc1 n0t +'orrPd into i·h0 no~ition 
of h1Yin~s to go lw.c'~ in·-t0nd of going for­
tYP.nl. 

1 cl:> not soP mnrh in the flpoech a bout 
rrlnrntlon. T f.!l1onld liln• tn ~00 a greater 
ainount of :rnonr""~ 111adc available. ~ 

::\fr. CArrTE'': :\fore money chculd be sp, nt, 
and no taxa t'on ! 

Mr. Moore.J 
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:>Ir. MOORE: The money should be spent, 
becatr •. at the prcent time in many cases, 
th~ children ara sadly overcrowded. Repeated 
applications have been made for help, but 
the cry always is, "No money available." I 
haYP half a dozen imtances in which the 
children are ovcrcrm;·ded, and I think it is 
only right and fair that more money should 
br m:• -1• a Yail , ble for such purpose' instead 
of being spent o:1 Btatr~ enterprises, such as 
£60.000 for the State fish shops-which are 
not gain!! to he of the same benefit to the 
futm J ol .Queens!all<l as those kiddics. I 
kno·.,· of a case in which a school was built 
for t H'nty-four child re "• and the average 
attendance now is 159. IV e expect better 
con~ldcrntion as far as the country districts 
arc con< .•rned. I do not object to money 
L('ing ~pu.t on Pchool buiJding~ in other 
places, bnt I say that school buildings in the 
couPtry are sadly in need of being increased 
in size. 

.\t the present time, unless YOU belong to a 
particular party, you ·do no"t get the con­
,,iC!c "aticn you ought to recoiH·. and people 
who aro arranging show for educational 
purposes, and who ask the Raih. ay Depart­
mod for a speci tl train for the convenience 
of vicit01.,, have to put up a guaranteo before 
that special train ill bp run, whilE- in other 
casf', ix or oj:._-;ht pc·rsons can get a E'.pecial 
train for their connmiencc without providing 
a1.;.7 guru· ' tc~"". 

Th~ Pm:mr .a: \'.'here is a special train 
nont for six or ei:::ht pcopl0? 

Mr. :i\IOORE: To IWangowan. There 
might be a dozen people, and there is no 
gu:1.rant0c asked for in that ca·1c, but if an 
agricuHnral sho1v is org.,nisod for cduc t­
tion ,] purpoc os and to get people to go into 
the country and ernnldo v.·hat producers 
arc doing, the pron1otC>rs of the show,. have to 
find a gnarant<'e for a spe."ial train. If 
ono sd of per 01' have to put up a guar­
ankc. then all pm·sons ''ho get special trains 
should do the s:cmc thino:. 

The PRB~ITER: Is this~ some nDw practice 
introduced by the pr ·sent Government? 

lllr. ~.~OORE: \Y<'II, it w.lR not introduced 
b: the old Government. This is the first 
time that the people I ref.or to hc,vo been 
asked to put up a guarantee. However, I 
truft that as we ha vc started the session 
early, we shall finish early, though I am 
afraid that if '' c havD to deal with all the 
Rills mentioned in the Speech wD shall be 
here, not 0nly the rest of t'1is year, but 
part of next :·r;ar as \vel!. I do not wish to 
take up anv further time, and I shall con­
clude by a· king the GovNnm,mt to recognise 
that agriculture> in Queensland is deserving 
of better treatment and more encouragement 
than it has received from thD Government in 
th0 past, that better means of tran_.it should 
be supplied for produc" so that it will not 
dcterior _tc. and that the far1r,ers should be 
guar:<nteed a market for their wheat. 

Cllr. DEBBIXGTON (Drrruton): Like other 
me-rnh2rs, I rnu:::t f'ong-ratula.tc tho mo ·~er 
and seconder of the Address in Ren!--. /1.bout 
the Governor's Speech, there may be different 
opinions. It is verv diff:cult to grasp what 
the Speech means, but one thing is certainly 
absent from it. There is no proposal to 
cncourF ge incroa:::ed production. There is 
not a singiD word on this subject. Every­
one admits that increasc·d production is neces­
Fary, but in this Speech thPrA is not one 
word about a living wage to the man on the 
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land~the producer. Neither is_ the1:e any 
measure on the statute-book which gives to 
the producer tho produce of his labour. Eyecy 
measure that has been placed on the statute­
book has tended to rectrict production in 
overy part of Queensland. 

]Ir DRE::iNAN : How Cl:n :;·ou s 1y that 
when. the number of cheese factories ha• 
increased so gre~Ltly? 

J\lr. DEBBI~GTON: The reason we have 
more cheese hctoriDs thronghout Queensland 
than we had formerly is that then' has boon 
co-operatiYe effort among the farmc:·s, a;:td 
thr .c factorie. have beDn c'ta.bhshcd m sp1te 
of bad la-.,-s a'ld bad administration by the 
prt",e;.c Government. 

Mr. KlRW.IN : \Yhat about Victoria, where 
the·, have your party in power? Things ara 
rotten thcr"e. 

l\Ir. BRBBIXGTON: This Speech is all 
more camouflage. (Government laughter.) 

J'vlr. C\RTER: That is a new word. 

::\Ir. BEDDING TON: It is a now word, 
but it is not a new practico. The Speech iw 
intended to cover up the prw ti ce" of the 
party opposite-to co;rer up their_ dnlr:uctive 
methods and their aims and obJects 111 the 
futuro. If '''D want to get at what thD rf'al 
Labour "ocialist partv )1lf'an we must go 
right awav from the ::-lpePch to the fountain 
head, the" Labour sociq]ist confNonce. I 
an1 gain~ to prove thrrt it is n1crc hypocr}sy 
for anv Minister or _·ny n,nmbcr on that s1de 
of the" Rous<' to go to an agriculture I show, 
or an>.T fun1 tion r-onr:ected \vith the advof'arv 
of incrcP,cd production, and wish thrrt in~ti­
tution succc- ', when every man on that >Ide 
i-~ sworn to dr-stJ::"oy our indn~trics. 

Several 1110111b::.rs int,--.rjecting, 

The SPRAKER se. id : Order ! I must ask 
hen. rncr: b"r3 to refrain from interjertions. 
If the,, do not a.!low the hon. m0mber to 
make his sncech in hie, O'Yn way I shall havB 
to m~ntion. their names to the House. 

:'-Tr. DEDBINGTON: Hon. members will 
admit--

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem­
ber must ac:dress me, and not members of 
the Chamber. 

Mr. BEDBINGTON: I am sure you, Sir, 
with cour large experience. will admit that 
tho fi;·st plank in the Labour socialist plat­

form is the nationalisation of the 
[5.30 p.m.] means of produc>inn and ex-

ch•mge. I will rend an extract 
from the "Worker" of 7th February, 1918, 
page 12. The writer of this article us~d 
th< ~ , ·nrd~. and he:: does not want any miS· 
nndcrstandi ng-

" TI.cmember the definition of socialism 
and there can never be any doubt as to 
what ore the aims and embitions of 
socialists. Private ownership of the 
me. ns of production, distribution, and 
exchang<' mmt be abolished, and all three 
brought under democratic control." 

I will go further. I will go right to the 
confcren'ce, to the m a ,ters of members sitting 
opposite, to the Premier's master. The gen­
tleman I refer to sits in the Upper Hou~e. 
He is ~fr. Demaine, a member of the Legis­
lative Council. He was president of the 
cJnference, and he is the boss. c1lr. Speaker, 
I will read one or two extracts from the 
speech made by Mr. D.9maine, but you prob­
ably know it all off by heart. (Laughwr.) 
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I know they are your aims and objects, and 
what you are working for. Let me quote 
Mr. DcmaiU<:!s words-

" An1S AXD AsPIRATIOXS. 
"And now, what of the aims and 

aspirati.ons of our ,zrand Labour-Socialist 
movcmC'nt generally? There are eome 
signs of diffe,·encCB and misunderstand­
ing between the politic.,,! and industrial 
sections w:1ich should not be, and would 
not ho if the position as rightly under­
stood." 

Hero arc the aims and objects-
" \V c need first io make the movement 

more definitelY socialistic to have our 
people realise· that Labour objects and 
ideals arc more than high wages and 
shorter hours." 

I want the people in mv di,trict to realise 
whnt this means. I w:tnt them to get the 
facts. During the recent election I never 
mu,tioned my opponent's nam~ that I know 
of, and neither did I quote. anything that 
I conic! not bear out by official figures and 
docnmcnts. 

Mr. STOPFOHD : ·what are you quoting 
from? 

Mr BEBBINGTON: From the address 
of the president of the Labour confcrem:e. 
He sa s-

' ~' Labour ideals are more than high 
wages. These are, of course, n.:::cess,;.r:T 
during thP transition period from wage­
dam to frcc·dom, but the ideal, the 
abolition o[ the wages s:·f.tem, and the 
suh·titution of common mvncrship and 
c "nrro! of inchBtry fm the common good 
nmst be kept more before the people 
than it has been." 

If we have the abolition of the wages s·.-stem 
and the adoption of common owno1 ,hip·, and 
the nationalisation of all the mqans o£ pro­
duction, distribution and exchange, then 
v.+ ,• have ,.,-e got left? The " \Vorker" of 
7th February, page 12, says-

" Thoro is no int<mtion of nationalising 
tooth bruehes. There is no intention of 
makinR" tooth brushes common property." 

It seems thrrt that is about all a man will 
have ldt to him. Ail that is to be left to 
a n1an i"' hi~ tooth brush. 

Mr. STOPFORD: What about the children 
\Yorkir1~; on the farms? 

:--r,·. BEBIHNG'ION: The children have 
to work to ke·?p the hon. gentleman in cheap 
food. 

Mr. STOPFORD: But ther._ is no need to 
Rwcat thl'nl 

1\1r. 13!i>BBJNGTON: ~.fr. Dcmaine further 
satd--

" THE NEED OF CLASS-CO"S'"TOL:SNESS. 
'· Unu of the eclw :J,tiona.l needs of the 

hour i- to bri:lg the work<:'rs to a fullm· 
rec:di, ·.t:~on of the need for a greater chv,'­
CHl;ciou::no~.s am.ongst thcn1. The fond 
hope that some of them have that they 
1nay b( r ")ITlC' en1ployortJ and (':xploitcrs of 
labour in cluf! cou.rse must. be di·.poll?~l, 
<..< ·~~~ < L.L'-., .l-<l'- V ~-'-·'-<~\! ~'U"-.l.. L-- '--"k.LL ._,\_, .L.LU l-''-''-'0.L"-'~v 

idl'ntity of interr·,t between emplo7er and 
cn1ployl s n1ust be driven into their 
1nind, )) 

Tallc about industrial peace ! Do you ever 
expect any uncle c. tanding to bo arrived at 
when statcmenb are made like that? Do 

you over expect any pro:lpority in a State 
',.here pr.:ct'c:ally the hoad of the Govern­
ment m,,s words like that, and when ho tells 
the \1·orking 1nen to di;;:1niss from their rninds 
any thcucht of bccorning bos,:>c3 and never 
Link nf it any more. They are told to 
n:~ycr think of bccmning their o1.vn masters, 
and novot· thin1c of their independence at all. 
The ,,·orking men are told "All we have to 
do i~ to c!- -~roy caplta1; d0 .. :roy the 1nan 
V'ho employ_; you; de ·tray his credit; de­
~troy ev:_•l·:vthing·." These are not 111_v word , 
but the worcls of their mvn b .. s. 'fhese are 
th:~ \Vord~;; of the n1~· n who Tnle-~ fwm and 
1 ho o bidcli: g they have got to do. H,;, 
further s-ays-

" \V e nnnot hcwe fl true democracy 
until c· .. 1.pitali:;n1 is ovt."""rtlHO\vn, a..nd only 
a cla~"S-COil' cious people can do the o\·er­
t hro'-, ing. 'fhel't:~fol'o, \VC tnust have 
Lahonr cla"-conscious and i;nlw'cl with 
tllC' kno-,dedgo that only by l'h" com­
ll1una1i :ntion, or soclaliE-ation of capital, 
can the inter, ts of Labour a!1d capital 
bccmno irlcnti ·~al." · 

line we have naked and uncshaJbecl the 
\Yholo of tlw aims and objects of the party 
oppoeitc. They can put whut they like iJClto 
the Governor's Speech and do what the:,- hke 
tn hide their ideal:, but here they a.rc placed 
before th' people in tho spcec·h of their pre­
eid< nt. If you t ke aw 1y all the means of 
production and exchange, what have you 
lrpt? .... -\... n1an's hor<'<;<, cattl·'·, implr::1cnts, 
and c.-crythinf'" else are all mca.ns of pro­
duction, 2-nd 1£ all these thin~s are taken 
"""'''" and natinnalis<'d. what ha' the farmer 
left; \Yhat about thl' man who has been 
\Yorklng for ~~e'1r~ and ~vr ars and 111a.king 
~;:r,·ificP. to rnako hin1sc1£ a hoPl.C if ho is 
tolrl. "\Ye arc going to nationalise your 
nwans of production and we are going to 
n1nk~' you ~hare \V~th your neighbour 'vho 
h · ·~ot nothing at all." \Vo know ,,-hat 
na.tionalif"6on mean:;. I will shavv you 
how tlw prcch nf the prc.oidont was approved 
by th0 party opp< itc, and also by the Pre-
11!·, r hin1,elf. 

:\Ir. CoLLIXS: The " R:-;ing Sun" published 
it all. 

Mr. DEllBINGTON: This is what the 
Prca.icr said with regard to tho prc•·idcnt's 
speech-

" -,.Ir. T . .J. Rvan (Premier) sa~·s that 
he hr.d listened ,;,ith ploaeure to the pre­
ciclc':c' 3 ·cldrcsc, and l1e would .like to add 
hie personal · apprccia.tion of 'Billy' 
Tkmaine. -,;ho had ncr been the back­
b.;ne of the Labour mo,-cmcnt in JHary­
borou:.,h.'' 

).lr. FllEE interjected. 

::\Ir. BEBDINGTOJ'\: Do you approve of 
tlwt 1 

:\Ir. FRF:n : Y cs. 

c·Ir. IlE13BINGTO?'i': ·vou approv of a 
n1an haYinp; to share his goot:s after all his 
vc:us of bbour to acquire them. After the 
;,]d pionccr3 ba.ttling for yPars all they are 
to have ldt nre their tooth bruelw . It is 
no credit to the porty who f,ay:, th~t. It is 
no credit to the men who cit over there and 
~r;np~· ~~oir pc,itiou8 ~tnclct:. ~!d e prctn.~ces. 

~~t' j;l'-'~;;· 'f~l:s~Lv~l~~~st~;c":~ ;-·~~~)~-~lo~bt~ c{b-~~lt 
it. 

~.Ir. Cor.Lr"s: I rise to a point of order. 
Is the hon. membPr in order in stating that 
hon. members on this side of the House got 
into Parliament by false pretences? 

ilfr. Bebbington.J 
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The P,PEAKER: The hon. member is net 
in crd -r in making that statement. and I 
must ac1c him to withdraw it. I hope the 
hon. member will not u:,.o such extravagant 
ttnguat.re. 

Vr. DEDBINGTOJ\i: I will withdraw it 
and sa·. the.; got in by· making misstate: 
monL. As I hav0 · shown, the Premier 
anprovw1 of the statnment, and caid he had 
li -tc1wd with great pleasure on tho quc,tion 
of nationalisation. \Ve want now to go to 
th" question of h0w are things nationalised? 
\Vhnt i J the principle of nationali::-:ttion? 
If tLcy , .. , onltl go to a farm,_!r and '<',v, "V\:'e 
want your farm and we are gain? 'to hke 
it, out "c are goinp: to give ;·ou the value 
of it., no one w0u]d object. \ 1,'o would sa. 
it ·,a a f:· ir busin<' .. ·l proposition, but the 
GoY,.rnni·_·nt neYer di 1 n1ako a fair proposi­
tion in thnir lives. Their wa::- of doing busi­
D( :s in c:,nnection \vith nationali;;atiori is to 
put on snil\cient taxation until the taxes 
amoun•. to the rental valm and natural!•· 
the propo• ty boc.Jmc;; useless, and it benmcs 
c~nfi ea tion. I can point ont land to-day i'n 
9uecnsland worth £200,000 or £~:00,000 that 
IS a' much connscatcd ftS if th .. o Government 
held the dewls, bee wso the taxes on the land 
are more than the rental value. \Yhen the 
taxes are .more than the r0ntal value, thq 
propn:ty 1s valnelcss. This GO\ ernmcnt 
la<-,t 6C'", .. :on provide·~~ for conf1,·cation just as 
a nnrt~e gee provides fer it in a deed of 
mortgu .:c. They provided that when a 
perwm could not pay the taxes the Govern­
ment shoul~ ~tep in as first mortgagee and 
haYe th~: rw.1t to take the propcrt<·. So 
yo~1 see evc•ry la"\v that has been placPd on the 
statut0-book be· tho Labour party has been 
pu' thcr!' with the obj~ct of brim:ing about 
confisca hon and preparmg- for the time "·hen 
the Govc1·nment ·.i.ould take possPssion of the 
land. 

Mr. CooPER: \Vould you buy out the 
liquor trad0? 

M'·: BF.EBI:'\GTON: I am not speaking of 
tl~e hnnor. trade. I never did any business 
"·rth the hqu'lr trarle. so I am net in a JW i­
tion to jud ~e. I likP to spe 1k of soncthing 
tl:at I know eomdhing 1bout. and of the 
liq·•or trad0 I l.:nm absolutelv nothing;. The 
sccond0r of t''e Adrlr0: ; in Reply said that 
the prod·'',,, proferr-;d direct taxation to 
bPing nn,bk to get market~ for their stuff 
and to baYing no sale for their products. 

Mr. I3P.g~~A~: That is not true. 

~Ir. BEBBT:'\GTON: Ta'<ation has been 
increas0d. This GoYPrnm·mt has raised the 
railwav nt~s a.nrl they have increased the 
cost of liYing; to t1w man on the land. There 
i' not a sinc;lc thing that they have done 
for the prodnccrs except pa ''' the Cane Prices 
Bo:,rds Act. and Yet thc:v have added on to 
him the l.>nd tai, ,:,hich thev ran increa,n 
at anv timP fql it becomes confisc1tion. I 
will dc·al with th0 land tax at a later period, 
a~ I prop>'c moving- a motion next Thursday 
deoling with that question. 

Now. I will de: I with some of the Govern­
rnPnt nndert,kin1v. The one that hns been 
held un a· brine; the most cucce'5ful is the 
Sb te butche:· shops. If ever there was a 
busint·-ss c::~rr:iC'd on nndcr miss+,,tements nnd 
misrrnre:.cntation. it is th0 Stat0 bntcher 
shor< I would like fhe Minist:•r interested 
to sav wher0 he got his she;•p from to start 
the shops I was informed that some people 
trucked ~ome sheep from a certain railway 

[Mr. Bebbington. 

sLtion and a man stood on the platform 
and watched them until thev were all in the 
trucks, and then he stepp-ed forward and 
cbimed them. The Government took posses­
sion, and Y:e belieYe the Government sold 
them in their shops and never paid for 
then1. 

GO\ERN)IE);T JI,1EMBERS: Rot! Rubbish! 

~h-. BEBBINGTON: If it is not true, !et 
tl: ' :Minister say so. 

:;\fr. KIRWA:-i: You know perfectly well it 
is untrue. 

l'.h-. BEBBINGTON: Did not the Govern­
ment tak: 1 000 sheep on the border? What 
did thev do 'with them? That is a fair ques­
tion. They sit condemned. If they gave us 
an answer, we ,, oulcl bo atisficd, but they 
Rit condemn, d and cannot an:swer. \Ve ha.ve 
it upon the Premier's own statement to-clay 
that they hav0 ncYer ronpplicd a single beast 
to the Sbte shops themselves. 

~Jr. CARTER: Nonsen.-e! 

Mr. BEBBIKGTON: Do you make a liar 
of the Premier? 

:Hr. CARTER: No, yon arc doing that. 
The SPEAKER: Order! Order! 

J'.1r BEBBI:'>;'GT0:'-1: The Premi, r gave 
P18 a' correct ans\Yer as a gontlcrnan \vould. 
\\ h n the GoY<>rnmeEt started cut to estab­
lish these S~ilte butchN shop,, they started 
their St :to stations. Having put sorn.ething 
like £600,000 m· £700,000 into btato r tations, 
theY acted in the r~me wa' that 'ny other 
truSt or con1binc ·whic~l \Va·. out to make 
momy would act. 

Mr. "·TOPC'ORD: You ought to knov:. 

:.:r. EEBDIXGTOX: I do know. The first 
thiw' theY di.J was to starve the Brisbane 
market in. order to rai ,o prices. Not a single 
beast left the State ·.tatiom for the Brisbane 
market, and :·on know perf<'"tl;: weli that 
·,hen you starvo the I;wrkct. pnces go up. 
The Government deliberately starved the 
Brisban•· m:1rket by keeping the stoc!c from 
tl'0 stations they had purchased out of the 
market until tho Brisbane morket was higher 
than the Sydney market. The fir·t ,,·eek after 
the Bri,·bano market Y\as higher than the 
Svdn0v market r-omo 60 or 80 cattle from the 
SLt•· 'stationJ w0re s' 'It in to gd the big 
price. Th0·· fetched the highest pric0s on 
record. I cannot sfty exactly what the price 
was but the rn.arkct ran from 5f... to 64s. 
pcr '100 lb. or nearly 7d. per lb. live y:eight. 
\V<• can onlv conclud;.' that the Gm·ernment 
~ci the s£:In~c priec as other peopl0,_ and we 
must conelnde that they sold then· c'lttle 
at 7d. per lb. live weizl-t while. at the same 
time thev compelled the grazmg Fcleetor, 
throurrh tlw mcabYorb. to supply the State 
shops. at n. to 3~d. pe" lb. Those arc the 
feet, of the case. The Government spent 
thon"-<tnds of l ounrls more in bu::ing cattln 
stations than the~ had anv need to. If they 
had c;one about· the matter nnictl:· in<tcad 
of gi~ing out that they were unlin"iterl bu•:0rs 
of station properties. th••· would have got 
i·h<·ir stntions for a great dell leC'1. But 
the Go':ernmcnt ran up the price of the 
sto+ions; thev ran up the pric<' of cattle, 
with th' rc't;lt that the people of Australia 
have to pa:; a ycry big price for their meat, 
and all because thr Government acted in the 
same Viay 8S trusts and C'ombincs. 

Mr. CARTER: The hon. member did not 
make the Salvation Army pay. 
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~.1r. EEBBil';"GTO~: You are a dBliberate 
liar. 

The SPEAKER: Order! Order! 
Mr. CARTEH: I rise to a point of order. 

Mr. BEBBI:"TGTO~: I told him the truth, 
Mr. Speaker, and I teil him again that hB 
is a deliberate liar. 

The SPEAKEH: Order ! Ordc:· ! I ask 
the hon. member for Drayton to withdraw 
that cctatoment. and I also ask the hon. 
membn for Port Curtis to refrain from 
rnakin~ insulting interjection.:~. 

(JPPOSITJO)! ~'fE1IneJRS: llc ·.r, hear! 
Mr. CAR:ER : I was not saying anything 

insulting, 1\1 r. Speaker. 
Mr. BEBBI:i\;GTON: Tha•1k you, Jl..1r. 

SprakF·o, I withdra•s what I said. 

Mr. ROBERTS: I risB to a point of order. 
I di .. ,im +1, heard the hon. member for Port 
Curti. 'a:.·· that the hon. member for Drayton 
had robbd the Salvation Arm3·. 

Mr. CARTER: I did not soty anvthing of 
the kind. ' 

:VIr. BE1313I~GTO~: You did, and you 
an• a deliberate liar. I say it again. 

The SPK\KEH: Ord0r' Order! I call 
upon the hon. member for Dravton to resume 
his seat. ' 

:Wr. BEBBI:'\GTOX: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker, I will. 

Mr. C'.ARTER: Mr. Spr 1ker--

Mr. BEBBI'\JGTO~: You arc a deliberata 
liar. I tell you nbain. 

The SPE I.KER : Order ! Order! I have 
ap-ain to a~lc i ho h(,'l. n1ember for Drayton 
to withdn. ••• that sbtement. He will 'now 
ha' '3 to apologise. 

:\fr. BI~BBINGTO:'\i: Let him withdmw 
\Yhat he said, Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! I ask the hon. 
member to with"lraw the statement and 
~lpolog:ise. 

:\lr. BEBBI:-.JGTOX: Then I withdraw, 
and I apologise to you, Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER: The hon member will 
have to apologise for saying that another 
hon. member :is a liar. 

Mr. BEBBI~GTON: I w1thdraw, and 
apologise to you, Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKEH : The hon. member [or 
Port Cm·tis nuJ• now explain him,elf. 

Mr. CARTER: The hon. member for East 
Toowoomha has entirely misrepresented what 
I nid. The statement I made '\\'as, "The 
hon. member did not make the Salvation 
Army pay." 

Mr. BEBBINGT0:0:' : What did you m8an 
by that? (Government laughter.) 

The SPEAKER: Order ! Order ! I trust 
the hon. member will collect himself before 
he proceeds. 

Mr. CARTER: Do you desire me to with­
dr.a.w that, Mr. Speaker? I am quite pre­
pared to withdraw it, and say that the hon. 
member did make it pay. (Government 
1aughter.) 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: You are a scoundrel. 
Tho SPEAKER : Order ! Order ! I shall 

have to name both hon. members if they 

continue this conduct. The hon. member in­
teu·upted the hon. member for Drayton, whom 
I no •cl' ·,·ithdraw and apologi 'l for what ho 
'<id. Now. th0 hon. member adds insult to 
lllJ Ary. I shall have no hesitation in dealing 
with both th:, hon. member for Dra:·ton and 
the hon. member for Po't Curtis if the·: dis-
obej· the ruling of the Chair. · 

BEBBI::'\GTON: I have no intention 
disooeying you. Sir, and I tha;1k :-ou. I 

'\ nnt to sav th t the Govc•rnment made a mis­
take in OlJoning the State butchers' shops~ 

Ylr. C_\.RTER: I rise to a point of order. 

The SPEAKER: Order! Order! The inci­
dent i,. c ~os~ J, and I shall take no further­
notice of it. 

Jlilr. BEBBIXGTO~: The Government 
n1acle a Uig 1nistakc in not accepting the sug­
ge,Lou th.ct \'/as made b;v the ;,1e:1t cam­
p •,nies.-that tlw,v should fix the pric·3 for the 
vYhole of Q !Cf'n,lund at 4~d. per lb., h.tvins­
the eo E. p 1nics to di, pose of the balant..e of 
their 1ncat in the hj.':=:h( ,,t market in the 
world. n •tcl thcv demo th-at, er cry lmtrhcr 
in Queonslcncl \Hluld have had an oppor­
tunity cf buying- hiJ me ~t at 4~d. pc" lb., and 
that ':ould havo f'n~Jnrc'd a rer"onnhlc price 
throughout Quocnclmxl fm- the cow•umer, and 
th TO wruld h::tvc been no ruination of 
butcher', ancl ro hrcre num1wr of men throv;n 
ont of· ·ork in Bri',1)\ne, _•s has been the i_·aso. 

J\Ir. STOPFORD : '\Yhere did 0·ou get that 
inforn1a~icn '? 

The S1'EAKT;R: Order ! I v>ould ask the 
hon. 1nernber for ],Jount l\tlorgan to refrain 
trmn int01·je-ct:inr-, •and allo\Y the hon. 1nemb.;~r 
for Dr.·ylon to ccmtinue his s;Jcech. Hon. 
moml: ers vvill h .vo :en op;Jortunity of reply­
ing to the rmnarks n1ade by the hon. 111Cmh1Jr 
for Drayton. 

:\lr. STOPFORD: I only asked for informa­
tioll. 

Mr. BEBBINGTO~: The public of 
Qu~cmland would have obtained their meat 
,~t a reasonable price, whilst at the ~ a111e time 
the crazic: s would have g·ot a good price for 
their stock, bee JUW they would have had the 
markel3 of the world open to them for the 
dispos:.l of their surplus product. rbd that 
been ·done b:v the Government, it would havo 
been s.tr{ti'1'htfor\vard businec;,'3. It would 
haYe ph e-d them on exactly the same foot­
in<; as lhe private butchers. If that course 
had b~en udoptcd, I have no hc'·itation in 
saying tbd the Government would have been 
unable to comp .. te with the private butchers. 
The trouble was th"t the Govcrnm•·nt wanted 
to place the·n -clvc.; in a better position than 
those '•'··ith whom they were going to co'llpete. 
The meat companies ha<'\ a perfect rLc:ht to 
insist on cver:v butcher in the State being 
abl£> to buv on the same terms as the Govern­
ment. · 

:\fr. ROBERTS: The meat companic·s held 
out os long as they could. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: They held out as 
long as they could. and the contract wa'! 
made by the Government at the point of the 
havonet and lw the "-nplication of force. 
That is what has caused all the dis'' ltisfac­
tion in the State. That is really what upset 
the meat bu-ciness and prevented the pubhe 
from f!ettin<; r1eat at a reasonable price. I 
am quite convinced that no Government can 
compote on equal terms with private enter­
prise. It is no disparagement to the Govern­
ment to say that, because the:v have to pay 

Mr. Bebbington .. } 



4G Addrc 'S in Reply. [ASSE:iiBLY.] Address i" R._ply. 

for management. They would not have the 
slightest chance of cDmpeting on equal terms. 
l Jmd that the Government charge about 100 
per c<Jnt. for distributing their meat-over 100 
per cent., indeed. They pay 3d. and 2~d. per 
lb. and they sell a portion of the meat at 8d. 
pe~ lb., and a good portion of it at 7~d. per 
lb. If a private butcher charged 100 per 
cent. for distributing his meat, what an out­
cry there would be ! The business is not one 
where you oon hold your stock for twelve 
month.•;, or for a couple of years. It is a 
bu .. inc--s in which you practically turn your 
stock over every day. I will read out some 
of the prices. Here ure some : Cost 3~d., sold 
at 6~d. ; cost 3d., sold at 4~d.; cost 3d., sold 
at 5d.; cost 3~d., sold at 7~d. The lowest is: 
Cost 3d., sold at 5td. There is nearly 100 per 
cent. made on that meat at the State shops on 
what they pay the producer for it. Those 
statement., are so serious that there should 
be a petition prPscnted to the .Federal .G':'­
vernment, asking them to step m and lmut 
the profits of the St<ite Government on the 
meat they ar-' handling, or at least limit .the 
coet of distribution. The Federal Pnces 
F\cmrd i1 limiting the cost of distributing 
groccrics-I am not complaining-, probably 
they are quite rir;-ht-to about 14 or 15 per 
cent. If a busim c,s man's profits must be 
limited to 15 per cent., why allow the State 
butchers' shops to make 100 per cent. ? The 
State butchers' shops should either sell the 
meat cheaper to the public, or pay more than 
3,,d. to the prodncu.-. But we have the State, 
"hi eh houkl bD an object lesson to other 
traders, m~king 100 per cent. profit on an 
article that is turned ove· evcrv dav. 

1\ir. Cor,uxs: What do You 'mea~ by 100 
per cent.? ' 

:\Ir. BEBBINGTO="f: I nwrrn that they get 
100 per cent. more than they po" for it. 
The Premier admitb'd that they paid from 3d. 
to 3~d. per lb. for their meat, and acccrdin~ 
to their own price list they sell it fer 8d. 
per lb. That is from 100 to 1f.O per cent. 

::VIr. Cornxs: That is not profit; the State 
is not ;;etting lOO per cent. pr 'fit. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I say the State is 
getting 100 pet· cent. prDf1t on the cos~ of 
distribution. As showing- that these thmgs 
are not beinc; worlmd in the interests of the 
communih let us see what has happened at 
Croydon, ,,~·hich is right up against. a .State 
station. The people there are w1thm 40 
miles of a State station, and complain that 
they cannot i]"et meat, while the G;overnment 
are sending the mea~ 1,01·~ miles awa.y. 
Again to show tha.t thmgs arc not too satis­
factor;. let me read the wail of a Labour;to 
with t-',;ard to the Valley shop, as published 
in the " Standard" of to-day-

" It is hcartrrmding to an old Labourite 
and l0ver of State enterprise like myself 
to see people who once bustled and 
pushed to got served at the State Fhop 
now buving their meat else\Yhere. If 
asked the rBason, they say they c~tn't 
get what they require. I want to know 
whv? Some might think it is because 
the. noveltv has worn off, but there must 
be something wrong when genuine 
Labom- supporters purchase their meat 
from private firms a few doors away. 
One would almost think that the present 
state of affairs was brought about by 
Torv instigation to ruin the business. It 
is a common thing to he:Jr that the 
Valley shop is done." 

\Ve see that, after all, the Government meat 
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shops are not a success, and if the Govern­
ment had to buy their meat on the same 
conditions and at the same prices as other 
people, thev could not remain in business a 
month, because their cost of distribution is 
too high. A man must be a rich man to 
p.·o there, because they do not give people 
anv et·edit. 'The idea of selling meat to the 
poOr! 

I will now jmt refer to one or two other 
matters which the Government has had great 
credit for, and one is in connection with the 
sm a.r induc.try. I am not an expert in 
Hig·ar, but I know something of the agree­
mf':>t which the Gov<Jrnment entered into. 
I know of the first agreement entered into 
between the old Labour party in the J;'ederal 
GovernmDnt and this Government. under 
which this Govemment allowed the old 
Labour Commonwealth Government to make 
£1,rCJ,OOO a year out of the blood and sweat 
of the sugar producers. Then the Govern­
ment claim the credit for getting the in­
creased price of £21 a ton, but I say that 
the credit for getting that increased price 
was due to the farmers' organisations in the• 
sugar disi ricts, and to the hon. member for 
::\Iirani and Colonel Rankin. These gentle­
men >vent into the agreement and found that 
the Coalmonwcalth Government were making 
a million a Y<''1r out of the sugar-grower. 
They brought the matter up in this House 
;,nd the Premier denied the statement; but 
l\1r. Cors~r, the Feder:l member for \Vide 
Bay went into the matter and fDund that 
th8 

1

Fcderal Government \vere rnaking this 
monov out of the sugar-grower". Th<J growers 
asked' to ha vc the price incr<'~ '· ed to £21 a 
ton to meet exnensos, and l\Ir. Hughes 
agreed to give i't to them. There is . no 
<:'rodit du~ to this Government for gettmg 
tha.t increased price of £21 a ton; the credit 
belongs tD the farmers' organisations, the 
hon. membi'r for l\lirani and Coloncol Rankin. 
and J\Ir. Corsor, the Federal member for 
\\'ide Bav. Then, again, we have the matter 
of the ··hips held up through the strike. The 
hon. member for JHirani v, ent down to l\Iel­
bournc, and he had no sooner go:JG down 
than the ships began to move agam. 

:VIr. FOLEY: He must be a king. 

1\Ir. BEBBINGTON: Most certainly-I 
am glad that the h.on. member ~d':1ih it. 
T like to give credtt where crccht IS duo. 
There is not a single mea-.uro on the statute­
book, except the Co-operatiYe Agricultural 
Production Act, placed them by th~ Denham 
Govern1nent, to encour~t~e production or to 
l"ivo the producer the right to the results of 
his labour. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC LAND~ ; \Vhat 
about the State Produce Agency? 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: The State Produce 
Agency is ono of tho~e mists-it is all in the 
air vet Thev have spent a lot of money, 
and 'ha~e not' done any good. I do not be­
lieve that the agency has got the farmers 
a single shilling more ~o ~ar. They ~ay 
make a success-I am qmte m favour of It­
and I hope they will. It may be going 
strong-, but it is quite possibl<; to go strong 
an-d lose a lot of money. I know that the 
produce business is one of the most difficult 
to handle that it is possible to engage in, 
and I believe that they will lose it. It is 
verv easy to run a lot of money out, but 
it Is a different thing to get it back. I 
hope they will do well, but, unfortunately, 
they have adopted such a bad way of going 
aoout it. (Government laughter.) 
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I should like to deal with the question of 
education a little. We need a higher claes 
of teacher in the small schools in the coun­
try. I know I have been advocating this 
for the l~tst seven or eight years; I am not 
blaming this Government any more than any 
other. Perhaps it is a matter of finance, 
but at the same time the children in the 
country need a good education equally as 
much as the children in the towns. Yet I 
have heard it from two or three teachers 
-and it wonld eeem to come on very good 
authority-that they are practically dis­
courc1ging the country children from gaining 
scholarships or from going in for them, so 
that they might remain in the country. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pl:BLIC LANDS : You 
!mow that is not true. 

l\Ir. BEBBI"'GTON : It is true as I was 
told it. One of the leading teachers removed 
from mv district told me, " I know I am 
telling the children a lie, but I always tell 
them that farming is the bcst"-he took good 
care not to stay there himself. What we 
want to do is to give the man on the land 
a livinc:- wec;e, ;;ee that he gets paid for what 
he prodnces, give him somqthing- to induce 
him to stay in the country. That is what 
we are aiming to do-to make the conditions 
in the country just as good as in the city, 
and if vou do that there veil! be no need 
for the best of our peopk to rush out of the 
country inh th<j city and compete for the 
jobs there. There will be more work in 
the city and fewer people rushing in from 
th·• country. But there is not one item in 
the prog-ramme, nothing what•'ver in thQ 
Governor's Sp0ech, nothing whatever has 
been done to give the country producer more 
for his labour. 

Now, coming to industrial matters, as I 
said before, nothing whatever has been done 
to enable the employer or anybody else in 
thi, State to pay good v. ag('s and keep the 
standard of wages up fo what it is. Tt is 
very necms'ary to maintain the standard of 
living .vhich W\! have set out, and the only 
wav in which tho Government have tried to 
do 'that so far is to tax ravings which have 
been made in the past. There has been no 
effort to increase production, no effort to 
give th' working man a better inducement 
to do his hest. The only thing that has been 
done ha' been to tax savings that have been 
built up in the past, and that cannot last 
long. Any Government that taxes people off 
the land-(~overnment dissent)-yes, they 
discourage them to stay there, they discour­
age producti_on iri every way, and then they 
tax the savmg-s of years past in order to 
make up for the deficiencies of production in 
the present-and you cannot keep that up 
very long. Unle,s there is a change, unlPss 
production is increased, unless the people 
have better machinery so that they can earn 
all they get and a little bit more-any man 
who thinks business can be carried on from 
hand to mouth knows nothing about it­
unless thoro is an increase in production 
there is going to be " crash in Anstrali a. 
I have always advocated the use of up-to-date 
machin<>ry, I have always advocated piecQ­
work. I say that a man has a right to earn 
as much as he can, provided he is paid 
what he has P,arned. Give them what they 
can earn, and do not induce them to slow 
down, because that is going to ruin Aus­
tralia. I saw some machinqry put into a 
factory; the hands were all on piecework at 
rates fixed by an Arbitration Court or under 

an agreement such as is often made and 
registered as an award-at any rate under 
an Arbitration Court schedulfl. When that 
machinery was started most of it was 
worked by girls. It was a preserving works, 
and the youngest and most inexperienced 
girl earned 10s. a day, and the others up to 
21s. a day. 

Mr. ROBERTS: Where was it? 
Mr. BEDBIXGTON: It wac in a pro,erv­

ing \Vcrks at Yarr tn. Rut tho \VDrks, which 
cost something like £160,000, were only 
worked for two or three weeks in the y<>ar, 
and that was because of the di>couragement 
of lec.iehold tenure-the people would not 
ston there to producA. Another thing was 
that there were too many officials-the cost 
of the oflici · ls was more than they used to 
make out of it in a private c~pacity. 
There is nothing that is going to lift up the 
people but eo-opt'rativc dfcrt-and I say th1s 
on behalf of the Commissioner for that 
irrigation colony, th:tt he is ~oing his best 
to turn the State !meter a.nd oacon Lctory 
into co-operative effcrt. H0 says that State 
management is no r-ood, it i'-3 too expcn::.ivc. 
Ther<' arc an) amount of lovely re ,;dences 
there, all occupied by officers; the pro­
ducers occupv a few tin huts. That cannot 
last long, arld I say, to the Comn1issiorrer's 
credit, that he is doing his best for co-opera­
tive effort. Tw0nty-five years ago the farmer 
heccl to take his etuff to the local storekeeper 
and te.kc what he ga.ve him for it. \Vhen 
t}wrc came a drought the storekeGper had 
to keep the faxmer going. Such a system 
was likely to bring bankruptcy to both 
parties. To-day, aft01· t\,,;nty-five years of 
co-operation or profit-, har\ng, we . ha :re 
n=11etv-~ix or rnore CO-Oi_)Cl.ahvc factor1es 111 
Quce~sland, and the sharehold:r· get what 
thev earn. J\1ost of those factoncs have beon 
pai~l for hv the indmtry of the pro~cwr•!'s. 
Jf the producers can own the produem[!' m­
tcrcsts of the Shte, wh.v cannot the "-orkcrs 
rlo the en me? Thev n.n, if thc·y will make 
the same cacrificcs. • The producers have to 
\York and wait for theii· money, but they 
eventuallv gnt it. Bv co-operation the 
workers could. in a very' short tim<\ ov;n the 
whole of the producin[!; intorc ts of \ustralia. 
I know the unions will turn down such a 
proposal. and I know the Tr~a.surer dare _not 
bring in a measure to establish co-oppration, 
berau'e he knowJ that immediately the 
work0-rJ o1.\ n the fn.ctorjes and tnachinPry in 
this Rtatc thev will not he socialists, and will 
not be dominated bv the Trades Hall and 
the t:--rannv of the people who manar.re that 
inst;tntion.· I advocate that the working men 
'"cu!cl own the producing interests of the 
Rtate and t~at th0v should have all tho 
r'ghts atta.ching to their labour, but members 
on the other side dare not give them that 
onportunity. because if they did their doom 
would ho scaled. \Vf' nut on the ·tatute­
hook a measure which gave the sugar­
f"l'"wer-, 75 per e0nt. of the monev the:,- re­
quired for their factoriPs, and we gave other 
prndncNs 50 pPr cent. d the money they re­
mtirC'd for· factories. Whv cannot we apply 
that nrinciple to the indmtrics of tl,c work­
in.,. men? \Vhat farmers have done the 
working men can do, and if thev hav0 any 
'<'ns~ thev will do it. To show the tvranny 
of the Trades Hall. let me read a qnotatia!!. 
wh'ch shr>wA that they have destroyed the 
sr >'rocY of the ballot. 

An HoNODRABLE MEMBER: \Vho? 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: The sodolists. Dare 
a man vote as he likes? No, he dare not. 

Mr. Bebbin,qt.on.] 
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Mr. H. Boote tho editor of the "\Vorker," 
stated at a {cecnt n1c,,_~ting that '· A noto 
would be ta..ken of t "ery 1na..11 who Yotcd 
agaiB j~ )lr. Judd's nrotiun on the follo,yin? 
,,,,::t." Do you call that frcc;dom of actwnl 
·when tho working men gut therr co-opexatrve 
fa~tories and own tho machinery they will 
break away from all that kind of thing. But 
m\ time is up, and 1 mu t conclude. l th.: nk 
th.e Hou'·O for the hearini'" thoy have given 
rnc. 

:'11r. SIZF.R (.\ undah): I should liko to 
o!fc-- mv < :mgr.ttulations to the mover and 
p,~conder: of tln Addrc in Reply. lt may 
Sb~m :-0n1cwh "t peculiar for a nc\V 1ner1ber 
to offer them hi.< congratulations on their 
maiden elfort, bd if I :.~t through as well as 
the hon. member for Logan) shall be very 
well >atic.ied. I should a-lso like to con­
gratulate- tho hon. member for Logan upon 
hi3 rccc~nt utt-itud0 in setting an exarn11le to 
m•.mbcr,, of tLJ House-the ilr--t example of 
the kir d. l think, prJvidnd by this Hou: -
in enli:-ting to protect this Hou-.·c and the 
ri"hts and pri-. ilc-;rcs of the p •ople from our 
Cl~C'Hr7 • It is an ~xan1plu v:hich rni,,ht very 
" !I 'be followed bc- m .n-- members of this 
Houc .'. I r l! to rr.ind 'a member of the 
~~c1v i:i,,)nth Y\Talcs Lc:gir-~ature "',ith \YhO:t.Ll I 
l,~d f;e honour to i:g-ht. He was one of the 
fi1 t to \'0 and he wo, ono of the iif:ot to fall. 
I -m "~"l'V that QuocmLnd h;, had to wait 
for re_ rf. four vcars before ono of its 
prrliamcn~ :ri, n- l; d it dav. nod upon him 
that it j, time that l c occnpie-1 F better 
l"o~ition th tl1 1:1itting :in this Chan~ber. I am 
just rc;miiHkd that Colo:1cl Rankin, who \:as 
a rrun;hc of this Hou.;e, has been to the 
front. I think those mcml:-cP on the other 
sid" of the House who .ro eligibk mir;ht 
follm-.- the n:arnplc oi l\~1·. J amcs. the hon. 
1nnnbc~' for L.)g:ln. I -ww;: .urprised to notic""' 
that th~t hon. mccnbN mode referenco to 
rec>·u:ting in the way he did, and I wets sur­
prised to find that there is no ·-ign of tho 
olive bronch being hold out by the Gm-ern­
n ,- nt. This is a tin1o ,vhen all parties 
should bo united, and should as•Jist thB 
Premier to ra·>ce his thoucand men. I was 
also •,m·prised at th<' hon. member for Logan 
n1.cntiouing the litt!G opposition which the 
Pr:lmicr met with at tho Post Office. I per­
sonally reO"ret it, and I b·lieve thllt enry 
member ori this siclo of the Hou'·'e regrets it. 
But wc mmt he-or in mind that it v.ns only 
one or two people who wore re,ponsible for 
the opposition. and that it was not an 
organised attempt at interruption. as ha--, 
been SU"b"'t<'d. Unfortunn.tely, members on 
the other side of the House are onh- too 
pleacod to accept little interferences of that 
kind as an Bxcuso for retardinll' their efforts 
in favonr of recruiting. I think we might 
well adionrn this House in order to assist 
the Preinicr to mise tho Ryan Thousand. 

Mr. CoLLIXS: .. \nd hand over the countr-_, 
to militarism. 

l\Ir. SIZER : I would remind the hon, 
member that I permnally-and I am not 
ef\'otistical-risked a comiderable am,ount to 
fight militerism. and I am certainly not goinll' 
to allow it to be introduced here. I think 
we might well adjourn and assist to raise the 
Ryan Thousand. We may have doubts as 
to the advisabilitv of havinll' a private name 
for a thous1nd. but it will make no differ­
ence. I believe that memhPrs on this side of 
the House are just as willing to raise men 
under t}r· nam<> of the Ryan Thousand as 
thcv >c·ould be to raise men under any other 
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name. I think the hon. mr-mber for the 
I.olj'an 1YQS somo·what p1·c ,,umptuou~ in plac­
in~ the onus for retarding recruiting on 
L,;;rnbcro on this side of the House. but I 
tun not going to vi·usto time in refuting his 
J>,, ,.1tunent, bee -use, in rny opinion, vve should 
le ,ve ,sctch matters alone. \Vc should realise 
that the fate of the Empire is beini! weighed 
in the balance, and that if we arc defeated, 
all our frDo institntionJ, cJI our Houses of 
Legislature, and all the kgislation we may 
j)lH on the statute-book vvill avail n·-- nothing. 
I Jo not think that defeat is likely, c.nd I 
sincerely trust that I 1na,; prove correct in 
my a--.umption. \Ye should clo--Cl up our 
r..tnks, and got int) the busin<'-s of recruiting. 

The PRE)JmR: \Vhrrt a),out the attitude of 
the "Bri .banc Courier " on th1s matt~r? 

c·1r. SIZER: I have exprc--._ed my opinion 
vu·y dcflnitoly on this matter, and I can tell 
the Premier that I am prepared to go out 
1rith him, if ho will have me with him, to 
eudeavour to raise recruits for his thousand. 

l'ctr. KIR\Uli: Don't J ou think it would be 
; [:;ood thing if ycu intnr11ed the editor of 
t:,o " Courier" for a start? (Laughter .. ) 

Mr. SIZEE: The hon. gentleman is ramb­
li::Jg q)nw·, l 'tt. I want to r-,fer to a eertain 

question v:hich came under my 
[7.30 p.m.] notice during tho ckdion cam-

pa.ign. I a'n a nt'W 1nombor of 
the House, but I under .+end that thi' is thB 
tinw when you brini~ before tho House 
things \Vl1icil -oa noticed during the election 
carnpaig·1. Before I go as far as that I 
would like to n1akc referenr·' to another part 
of tlw spc :eh of the hon. member for Logan. 
he ,qitl we should not be surprised if the 
Go'. etnment made placcs for political dead­
be-at-, bcc.1u:e it was only a legacy handed 
do-..vn by th0ir prcdccos':\or; I quite ar:-ree 
with the hon. member. I think he is quite 
cm-r0ct. If we onlv look around and see 
c'xactly what hac; b.,'en the practice of hon. 
gpntlemcn opposite, we will see that the hon. 
member for Logan had evidently w,issed tho 
'bus. If we ent down to the Sta to Insur­
an'e Department to-day y.o would find quite 
a numLer of political de 1dbeat-- I think we 
would ilnd c:w polit.inl deadbeat who ,,_as 
rejected at the !m b election, and we might 
also ilnd quite a number of :>"entlemcn who 
were candidates at the la :.t election. 

Hon. W. X. GILLTES: You will find it is a 
beehiYo of inclu tr0·• 

Mr. SIZER: If we go to the State Insur­
ance Department, we will find that the huge 
proportion of the inspectors there are politi­
r:Ll friends of the Government. I do not 
say so much against thc-.t, but the particular 
point I -vish to make is that not one-half of 
them know anything about insurance. 
(Government dissent.) 

TIIr. \VrNSTAXLEY: That is not true. 

Mr. STZER : One of them might, but 
three-fourths of them, at any rate, do not 
know an~-thinc. about State insurance, or any 
other insuranc0. 

Mr. PETERSON : Are you an authority on 
insurance? 

Mr. SIZER: I am an authorit:;- to this 
extent, that I know that a man who has 
never bad any experience of insurance in his 
life and then suddenly gets into the bnsiness 
must start without any experience. vVe find 
tJ.,at the State Insurance Office is the homo 
of a good many of them. We can go on to 
another place which has been commented on 
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considerably lately and that is the Soldiers' 
Industrial Institute. \Ve find there that the 
Minister for Education has realised that there 
is only one man in this creation who can carry 
on the Soldiers' Industrial Institute, and 
that is a gentleman who has never been a 
manager in his life, and whose only qualifi­
cation, so far as I kno;,,·, for the position 
of manager is that he was a member of the 
part0i on the other side of the House. 
Possibly, I shall deal with that matter later 
on, but it shows conclusively that the hon. 
member for Logan had seriously forgotten 
his book when he mentioned that the hon. 
members on this side of the House had 
h>:nded down a legacy to them in connection 
with the appointment of political deadbeat •. 
I agree with him that the State departments 
should not be the hom,e of men of a parti­
cular political colour. They should be the 
most comp0tent men to be found to fill the 
positions. Let me go on a little bit further 
«nd deal with some of the que,tions which 
c:1me hE'fore my notice during the elections. 
I am snrpri3cd, considering the tactico which 
".'ere u· ed, that any of the members on this 
SI d.- were. retn~n-:d at all. I am surprised 
that rertam Mnnsters should have acted in 
the '·' '"c' thev did in connection with tho 
elections, and to see how low they "'Ot down 
so far as corrupting the public s~rvice is 
concerned. 

The SECRT"TARY FOR RAILWAYS: TBrrible. 
Mr. SI/IER: It is nothing new to them. 

The honourable members on this side of the 
Hous<'-(Govemment langhter)-like to see 
things done in a fair and honest wav. I 
expect that hon. members on the other side 
c~me into this House absolutely old politi­
Cians. 

l\1r. FOLEY: You are a new chum, anyhow. 
Mr. SIZER: The hon. gentleman is evi­

dently not a newchum. The way in which 
some hon. members opposite secured informa­
tion w~ich ;night possibly assist them in their 
campaign JS wmewhat remarkable. There 
were rep~a~~dly seen appearing in the Go­
vernment L'l'< "s statements coming from 
returned soldiers, 'tating that the Govern­
ment had been treating them liberallY. 
There was one in particular which was 
headed "A Soldier'" Appreciation," and it 
went_ on to say exactly how the Soldiers' 
Inqmry Office had done 'uch a lot for that 
particular man. I say that it did all that 
it was required to do. (Hear. hear!) I am 
not sa;~·ing anything against that at all, but 
I want to show where the Government used 
that in order to turn it to their own political 
ends. A letter a.ppeared in the " Daily 
Standard" of 8th March from Private VV. 
Boatfield. Rosemount Hospital. It was 
received by the then Assistant Minister for 
Justice, and it was put forward as one of the 
letters rec>Jived by the Government. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: He particu­
larly askr,d me to have that letter published. 

Mr. SI~ER: It was madE> to appear as 
though this man wished to give publicity to 
the Government's action. I have a letter 
here which was receh·ed from the Rosemount 
Military Hospital, and I intend to read it. 

The SPEAKER: OrdP,r ! The hon. gen­
tleman will not be in order in reading a 
private letter. 

·OPPOSITION .ME>IBERS : Quote it. 
The SPEAKER: 'l'he hon. member may 

quote from the letter, but he must not 
read it. 

1918-E 

Mr. SIZER : The tP,xt of the letter is 
this : This particular soldier went to the 
Soldiers' Inquiry Office, and subsequently the 
officer in charge asked him if he would go 
and see him on important business. When 
he arrived he saw Mr. Robilliard, who was 
in chargo of the office. Mr. Robilliard told 
him that the l'IIinister in chargB of the de­
partment was seriously thinking of clos!ng 
the office because it did not warrant the 
expense, and he said that if only he could 
get a letter from a man likf) him to show 
to the Minister :it would help him to keep 
his position. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Surely you 
don't believe that? 

Mr. SlZEI-t: Knowing that Re billiard was 
a brother soldier, he said he would be only 
too pleased to givEJ him any letter which 
might benefit him in any way. Then they 
continued the conversation, and eventually 
the letter 11 as handed over. They then got 
on to politics, and Boatfield informed 
Robilliard that hP, was a National supporter, 
and Mr. Robilliard replied that he was a 
Labour supporter. Nothing further fwas 
said, and they then went down to ·a certain 
hotel in the city and had a drink, and when 
they arrived they went into the bar quite 
in the usual way, and therEJ they saw the 
Ac•~istant Minister for Justice. Immediately 
after J\1r. Robilliard took Mr. Boatfield over 
and introduced him--

The SECRETARY FOR R.ULW'lYS: I do not 
think I ever met him in my life. 

Mr. SIZER: And handed the Minister a 
le-tter. Immediately he ·did PO the Minister 
read it and said, " This is the kind of letter 
to get. If you can get a fe·, more like that 
your position i, us,ured." (Government 
laughter.) Just a moment. He continued, 
"You are on £1,000 a year." (Renewed 
laughter.) It. was at -that time that Mr. 
Boatfield realised his position. 

Mr. PETERSOX: He wanted .a cut at the 
£1,000 a year. 

1\lr. SIZER: Mr. Boatfield expressed his 
indignation in very strong language, and a 
few days ctftnr, that very letter, which had 
been obtained by those methods, appeared in 
th0 "Daily Standard." Hon. members oppo­
site may laugh, but that is not fair business 
in connection with an election. That is only 
one of the many b·icks which were used by 
the Labour party in order to secure their 
rdurn, and if their ea ~e is so strong- that 
there is no nee•d for them to do anything 
except put their poli<T forward, I cannot 
understand why they should stoop to such 
low tricks as they did in this particular case. 

Mr. FoLEY : lie was pulling your leg all 
right. 

Mr. SIZER: I take it that it is time that 
at leao.t the Government should keep it' 
State offices clean politically, particularly 
when "" remember that the same gentleman 
we~ to b8 seen as a public servant appearing 
a; ch1.irman for the Assistant Minister for 
Justice at his meeting,. 

'I1w SECRETARY FOil RAILWAYS: He never 
appeared as chairman at all. 

Mr. STZRR: \Veil, he was on your plat­
form. 'rhere was ~eothing remarkable in 
that, but when we consider the caee of l\1r. 
E!liott who wa~ in the State Insurance Ofliee, 
we find that because he just oncned his 
month and ma.de some remarks derogatory 
to the Government, without any opportunity 

Mr. 8izer.] 
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being given to him to make a statement of 
his case, he was immediately dismissed. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAlS: Quite 
\Vl'Ollg. 

Mr. SIZER: I say what is good for one 
is good for another, and the Government, 
no matter what Government it may be, 
should by no means allow the State office·.; 
to be used for electioneering purposes. That 
1s one of the matters that came under my 
notice, and I hope we shall get some F·atis­
factory idormation with rcga1'd to the 
soldiers' votes. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAY8: Do you 
know that Elliott was sacked for in·.ulting a 
returned soldier? 

Mr. SIZER : I think hon. members will 
agree that there are no men more entitled 
to votes than the men overneas. Of course, I 
quite undcr.c.tand the Minister y;ho had 
charge of the framing of the re.,.ulations 
with l'<''J'P-rd to soldiers' votes making such 
a blunder because he had not availc-d himself 
of the opportunity, which had been open to 
him for three years, of getting information 
.at first hand from tho front. If he had 
availed himself of that information he would 
nover have allowed himself to get into such 
u muddle, as he did, with the soldiors' votes, 
because it must have dawned upon any per­
Fan who realised what war is, that very often 
men are 100 miles from headquarters, and 
poss1bly from a tc legraph station; and how, 
in the namB of goodness, was it possible for 
those men who wore 100 miles away to record 
their proxies, I do not know. 

Mr. FoLEY: \Vel!, why complain? 
Mr. SIZER: Doe:> use it took nearlY three 

years before it dawned upon the Gove-rnment 
to make -any provision for the soJ.diers to 
record their vote,,, and it was only after 
the hon. member for Burnett mentioned it 
that the Government deci-ded on the expen­
sive method of cabling. I would not object 
to the e-,cpomo had it been effective but 
when it was expensive and ineffective: and 
deprived a \ ast majority of the soldiers of .a. 
vote, then the Government is to blame and 
the Governmer:;t deserves the criticism of 
every man who wa' thus depriq;c] of his 
wte and of every citizen who is looking to 
the Goyen·nmcnt to gi\ e all sections of the 
community fair play. 

I noti ·cc in the Gm·ornor's Speech quite a 
lot of things, and I was plea.,od to sec it 
sLted that the Govcrl!ment intends to do 
somdhing for the return&d soldiers. This is 
not a thing for ono side of the House or for 
the other side of the House. It i ... a matter 
not only for t:his Government. but for every 
Gov0rnmcnt m Australia. Every Govern­
ment ''hould reali·.e their duty and do their 
utmost for the mldiers on their return. 

Mr. PETEHSOK : What did Hughes do? 
Mr. SIZER: It is a dutv that devolves 

on every GovernmPnt, and it" is my intention 
to assist the Government in every way pos­
sible to pas; kgislation that will b, nefit the 
soldiers, because we have to realise that this 
is a question that is going to have one of 
two cffeds. H is ('ither going to kad to 
greater prosperity in Queensland and .\us­
tralia, or it is going to lead, unfortunately, 
I am afraid, to a larc:e amount of national 
waste. Therefore, we cannot afford to 
quibble over such matters, and I. personally, 
think that all matters of repatriation should 
come und~r one head, and that is the national 
Governn1ent. 

Mr. HARTLEY: Then why are you quibbling 
over the Soldiers' Institute now? 

[Mr. Sizer. 

Mr. SIZER: I will give you the Soldiers' 
Institute presently. There arc ~on1o things 
which the Gon:>rrancnt mav we]; do which 
they appear not to be doing, and there are 
little irregularities which need looking into 
with n·gard to the soldiers. The Premier 
has always made a boast that this State is 
doing more than any other State in the 
Comrnonwealt11 for the returned soldiers. 
Yet there are times when the department 
dealing with the soldiers is not sympathetic. 
I have information v.'ith regard to one man 
who was fighting at the front when his 
wife died, and in accordance with custom 
the military authoritiP' put her affairs into 
the hand3 of the Public Curator. Eventually 
her mother was surprised to rec'Jive a letter 
from the Public Curator, informing her that 
there \vere four accounts outstanding which 
had to be paid, and an additional amount 
for adminictration expenses, and added in 
the letter that "on payment of the above­
mentioned sum it would not be n"~essary for 
the Curator to take anY action to sell the 
deceased's furnitur<', ho~sc, and cart." The 
inference is there-and the inference is cor­
rect-that the Public Curator had threatened 
that unl0ss the-se amounts were pai-d--

Mr. PETERSO~ : He is not a Labour man. 
Mr. SIZER : That, unle's those accounts 

wne paid, they woukl have to sell that 
unfortunate man's furniture, and horse and 
cart, despite the fact that the Federal regu­
lations !ay down distinctly that a soldier's 
property cannot be sold while he is at the 
Front. 

Mr. CARTER: Did you see the Public 
Curator? 

Mr. SIZER: The inference is clear. There 
would have been no mention in this letter, 
and there would have been no ne~essity for 
mentioning it, unless that was contemplated. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The Public 
Curator had a brother killed at the Front, 
and he is the kindest man in Queensland. 

11r. SIZER : Ho is carrying out the Go­
vernment's regulations and instructions. It 
is not fair, and the Government should realise 
that, though these ma;,· be only small matters 
of administration, yet they have a big effect. 

A GOVERNMENT ME:\IBER: What data was 
that? 

Mr. SIZER: The letter I have is dated 
26th April. 

Mr. PETERSO?i": Give the name. 
;\l[r. SIZER : It is the case of Mrs. 

:l\1argaret Humphreys. 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: What did 

you do about it~ 

Mr. SIZER : I am looking to the Govern­
men! to do something in the matter. The 
case has not been fixed up, although they 
ha ye been dealing with solicitors for several 
days in connection with it. The Government 
ohould realise that what makes it par­
ticularly hard is that although three of the 
claims against the estate have been volun­
tarily withdrawn. yet the Public Curator's 
item for co .. t of administration has remained 
rigid. 

A GOVERNMENT MEMBER: This is an attack 
upon the Public Curator .. 

Mr. SIZER: Whether it is an attack on 
the Public Curator or not, it is not right. 
\Ve, in this House, have the right to express 
our opinions, and I intend to do so as 
forcibly as I can. 
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The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You have 
been a member for two months. vVhat have 
vou done about it Y 
• i\Ir. l'ETI:RWN: \Vhy did you save it up 
for a bomb? 

Mr. SIZER: If a. bomb fell under some 
hnn. members it would not do them any 
harm. 

J'vfr. PETERS0!-1: Yo11 aren't game to put 
on£>, anyho'". 

Mr. SIZER : The hon. member is not 
game to go where they put them. 

A GoVER:c!MENT MEMBER: \Yh;,· don't you 
have another go? 

The SPEAKER: Order! 
Mr. SIZER: That question comes from a 

member "ho could very well be there, and 
I think it is ver: unbecoming of him, con­
sidering he has had three and a·half years to 
think about the war and decide whether it is 
not his ·dutv to go, to throw sue\ insults 
at roso, the tloor of the House. I think the 
remark is very unfair. (Hear, hear!) In 
connection v:it.h the Public Curator's Depart­
ment, \1 hen married men .are departing for 
the front they 2.re informed t~Jat, should they 
fall, their affairs will b!' fixe·d up for the:n by 
the Public Curator. As a. matter of fact, wo 
find that the Public C11rator is charging 
more than is charged by solicitors for a-d­
ministering their estate-. He is charging as 
high as 2~ per cent. in some ca.ses. I would 
sug<;est that the Minister in charge of the 
Department should look into this matter. 
It may be a comparatively small matter, but 
it is those little irregularities which cause 
groat di,comfort to soldiers' -dependents, a.nd 
they should be rectified as soon as po•--,iblo. 

Hon. \V. N. GILLIES: vVhy haven't you 
brought them under my notice? 

Mr. SIZER: I am doing it now. I shall 
now doa.l vdth a matter which appears to 
hayc bcL'n worrying some hon. rnember.:_, this 
ev< ning-tho Soldiers' Industrial Institute. 
Possibly I may be informed that the men 
connected v:ith the institute were not justi. 
fied in the action tlwy took. In ordc,- to 
make it perfectly clcar that they were justi­
fied, I intend to quote from a speech which 
wa· delivered in Toowoomba on 28th .July 
In .t by a Mr. Moroncy, sccr~tary of tho 
Queensland Railway Union, who was speak­
ing on the question of unionists and non-
unionist~ I-:Ie said-

" ~it pi·cs·mt. however, they ·were in 
the unfortunate position that the non­
uni.mi.ts receive the same benefits as 
those unionists who had been fighting 
for the benefits for year . . The 
moions had borne considerable expense in 
fighting for unionism, but to-day they 
had the spectacle of the man who had 
been standing outside the fence for years 
dPriving the same benefit as tho man 
who haa been in·,ide the fence for years 
in .upport of the cause of unionism. Not 
only hn d tmionists paid their ,dues, but 
they had alc·o to run the risk of dismic,,al 
be('ause they \V ere unionists." 

That sh,lw·J that there is justification for a 
body of men protecting themselves. If you 
just apply l'.ir. Jl.foroney's remarks to "re· 
turnC'd soldiers" instead of t0 "unionists," 
vou will find exactlv what thQ men at the 
in,titute claimed. 'Their claim was that 
they had been fighting to protect the biggest 
union in the world-the British Empire. 
They are coming back to see that those men 

outside the fenco-that is the men who have 
not been o.-ersca:o-are depriving them of 
the benefits-not which they lost their posi­
tions or ran the risk of being dismissed to 
"ain for themselves, but which they ra.n the 
~isk of ]o,,ing their iives in order to gain. 
That is the material difftrence between the 
two positions, and I think that the loss of 
life is infinitely more serious tha.n the lo,s 
of a job. You can get another job, but you 
cannot get another life. I do not intend to 
sav one word against trade unionism, but 
I 'think thoro is every justification for the 
attitude taken np by the men connected with 
the Industrial Institute. That institute was 
built up by one of the most patriotic women 
in this State, and it wa' through that in­
stitute tha.t quite a largo number of men 
received employment. The mehl thought 
they were quite justified in claiming that 
proper consideration should be given to. a. 
returned man, \>·ho was capable of managmg 
the institute. They asked for nothing more 
than proper con,ideration, and they were 
met with a refusal. They simply asked that 
the position should be advertised, stating 
clearly what the position was, the salary to 
be paid, and further stating that preference 
would be given to a returned sold1er. I 
think that is not an exorbitaut demand. 

The St"~HF.T.\RY FOR lJunLIC Ix.;,I.._trcTIO:-.:r: 
For an insolvent organisation. 

Mr. SIZER : If that is so, all the more 
ncC'd for a capabl~ 1nan as rnanager, and I 
am sure that \Yith the Govcrnm,'nt's 1nanager 
thcv \VouJd be in a far worsL state in a very 

· short time. The Mini,tcr must 
[8 p.m.] remember that the men stopp0d 

work and the only thing thctt 
\vent on vYas th~ manager's sal.ary .and the 
ront. I do not think that our .de nand was 
an exor'1itant one when we asked that the 
position should be advertised. 

.:\1r. Pxnm: The son of the man who has 
got it is fighting. 

.\h. SlZER: Thfme credit to the son. 
{Hear, henr !) 

Tl: ~ SEc:;:--J.Ef J'Y :::-oR P·ct,LIC Ix•)r: __ 1J . .::TION: 

Do von thilll{ l was going to !_:-t the thing 
drift on and hundrc<ls of pounds a \Yeek be 
Jost in v,-H~te and tnismanagomcnt? 

::Ylr. SIZER: The Jl.lini.tec e\'idcntly did 
not intend tlnt, because he had made up his 
mind to clo,cc it. 
· The SECRr rARY FOR PuBLic Ixs:RUCTIO-'f: 

Yon know that is not so. 
Mr. SIZER: Tlwse men a ked that the 

nosition should Le aclvertiscd, but the ~Iin­
lster rcfu~Pcl, and lJecause of a rcgr::tta~·le 
incident which took place, and v:hich, W";S 

carried out h:,: a stranger so far as the mstt­
tutP, v·as concrrned--

Tho SucRn.u,y rOE PuBLIC I~cTRC~TION: 
No 

'cr. SI:?;ER: Becf1me of that tho Minis~cr 
took it into hi head that it would not be safo 
to go in tlw daytime, ancl he sent the rolicfl 
in the liliddle o£ the ni,.ht and turned four 
r>wn out on to the tr·?ds to go where they 
likrd, \"ithont any money in th.-ir pockets. in 
orrlt'r to close the instit>~1tc. I do not know 
whether he ·.·as ·,fl·aid that a nu~>J':>or of 
crinp!cd men mi.e:ht mol0~t hi:n: nossibly he 
··'"~- bncau···' I lPV' rc~ollcctions thnt on one 
rer asion, at a f'o1nmittcc rnee+I'ng, cvr-n the 
Minister tPonght he would not be safe Wlth­
out TJOli~e protcotion, and hr hnd t0 hring 
police to a committee meeting. I can quite 

lrfr. S1:zer.) 
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understand why the Minister gave orders for 
it to be clone in the middle of the night. The 
great cry of the Minister is that the institute 
is insolvent, but I want to impress on the 
Minister that if the institute is insolvent it 
is an educational institute, and I say then 
that our State s~hools and technical colleges 
ar•e in-olvcnt, because we spend thousands. of 
pounds on them cverv vear and in finance 
.... ~'e receive nothing in y return'. 

The S, c RETAP.Y FOR PUBLIC I~STRUCTIO~, 
They arc not 1,1ismanaged. 

Mr. SIZER : I might go further, and say 
that the whole of the Education Department 
is in· olvent from that point of view. Th•' 
only return you get in that connection is tbe 
return of good citizc·nship, and you have to 
bear in mind thaJ you cannot weigh these 
matt<'rs in pounch, shillingo, and pence. The 
Minister's action in closing the institute in 
the "ay he did--

The SEcr:ETARV FOR PuBLIC INSTRW'TlOX : 
I should have done it three weeks ago or 
lTIOl'C. 

Mr. SIZER: As I tokl the Jlv1inister before, 
I am quite convinced that he had contem­
plated doing it, and that he regretted not 
doing it. 

Thl SECRET.\HY FOR T'UBLIC I~STEUCTION : 
I do regret it now, but I did not at the tirr,e. 

Mr. SIZER: We have to realise that the 
solclim 3 ha vo to get sympathetic considera­
tion from all Governments, and it would have 
bc~n vorv little for th<? Government to extend 
the periOd for 'adv:.rtising, c;,nd advertise for 
a :c!urned man. If he could not ho found, 
there Y>ould have been no option but to 
accept the Government's no:nin,•tion; but I 
venture to sav that a returned 1nan \Vith 
qua!i,!cations c{ll11d be found; if not, it wodcl 
]-., a great insult upon a large number of 
men who have gone from this State. Let me 
return to the insolvency position. The Min­
ister knows verc· well that he "·ould have 
recouped tbe Government from the Fede:al 
Government. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC INSTEUCTIOX : 
Nonsens,=-! 

Mr. SIZER: The Minister says "Non­
sense" ! He knows perfectly well that the 
chairman of that advisory committee, of 
which the hon. gentleman is a member, in­
formed me personally that they expected to 
get the money fron the Fecleral Government. 
and they would h~ve g·ot it from the Federal 
Government. l\Iombers of the advisory com­
mittee were also told by the Minister that 
hl· expected a refund from the Federal 
G·overnment. The only difference is this­
that the Fcd•·,·al Government might have 
claimt•d the right to veto the Government's 
nominee, and rather than run the risk of the 
Govcrnn1cnt's nominee being vetoed they 
t11oup-ht it WJS better to place th" whole of 
the expense on the people of Queensland. 
when the FPderal Government ,,.·ere pcoparl'd 
to pay it. 

The SECRE'l'ARY FOR PuBLIC l~STRT:cTION : 
You to1d me ,,·muself that you could not got 
them to do it.' " 

Mr. RIZER: The Minister has had a short 
lapse of memorv when he epeaks of my hav­
inrr told him that. I told the Minister that 
if' hf' would but enc:'lf'avour to trv and c·et 
the monev fro>n the Federal Gove'rnment h,• 
mi~Yht. bf' · surnrised. 

Th0 SECRETARY V'OR PUBLIC IN~TRcCTION: 
·r osked you did you not trv, and you said 
"Ko: you would not do it." 

[Mr. Sizer. 

. Mr. SIZ~R : I. am not the Minister, ana 
If_ tbe Mmister t:Ied now, he might possibly 
still get _a surp:Ise. At any rate, we have 
got to this position, and it was unfair for the 
Minister to pass the public reflections upon 
the honorary superintendent in the way ],e 
~as done. I say it is disgraceful that a Min­
Ister of the Crown should hide himself behilld 
the petticoats of a patriotic woman in order 
that he might recleem his own face in the 
eF_s of tho public for a great blunder for 
wh1ch _he himself is responsible. He is 
reSJ10nsiblc, because he is a member of that 
advisory comrnitt·eo. The narnc "advisory 
committee" impliesthat it is there to advise. 
••nd if it ·did not odvis'1, or if it advi··cd 
wrong~y,_ then it is to blame. Consideri1og 
the JVlmiSter was a member of that commit­
tee, and a regular attendant thereat. I sav 
he must be responsible. to~· CYcrything th,{t 
has gone wrong at the rnshtute. 

'l'ho SECC:FT.\RY Fon T'unLIC I~STRUCTIO~ : 
I was away in tho Central district. 

Z¥1r. STZEB,: At ~my rate, I my•.elf, and I 
am sure the maJ onty of the people in this 
State, hold the Minister rc'-ponsiblc, and not 
11rs. ..A_r:: d rr.J-,3"~. 

Tho. S1-;cr -:TARY FOR PuBLIC I~ST2DCTION: 
That IS ndiculous. 

Mr. SfZER: There is no doubt that even­
tually the institute ,;-ill be reopened, a21d I 
t-mcerclv he: Je and tru ,t that the Mini "ter 
'·ill realise the mi·:take he has made-he cer­
tt.inly has made a mistake and I do not 
think _in his inner thought h~ ·,yi!l attempt to 
drnY Jt-~ 

Thll SECRET.\RY FOR PuBLIC Ix;:.TnUCTIO~: 
Yo" have ma·de a mistake. 

Mr. SIZER: I think he should reali·:e that. 
although he lv•s made a mistake he should 
open the institute again. ' 

~1r. H. L. HARTLEY: Get the Common­
wealth Government to open it; they are the 
peopl<> to ro•J]>en it. 
. :1-lr. SIZER: Th~n the hon. men1ber oppo· 

site should not clmm the credit for what is 
~1cing don-' for the rr-turned "-aldiers, but ~ive 
It to the Feder·al Government. 

Mr. Km\YAN: I will tell you what they are 
do:r.np: pre"*'ntl~, ; they are starving rlo~\T in 
11c:lbournt?. 

Mr. SIZER : This institute should be 
opened and be extended, becau· e it is one of 
tho.;e portwns of rcpatriati.;)n which to mv 
mind, is doing a tremendous a.m~unt o'f 
good, and it is on one of tho,e lines which 
we shall h-:;-e to proceed. I say this here­
that I qmtc agree that possibly there is 
nGf':-l for reorganisation. There mav be ne-e-d 
for rcorganit,ation in anv ne\v institute or in 
any new busine•-s, but I think the Govern­
ment have ta]mn_ upon thmr;selve'; a very 
grave re::;pons1b1htv bv clo~1nrr even one 
institute in such a· vr. :t sche,.,; as thrtt of 
repa_triation. I_t is quite ea .. y to r00rganise, 
po• ;1bly essential to reorganie•'', but once 
you have destroyed, once you have dosed 
dow':', you have to take time. and a very 
cons][lerable amount of tinw. beforil vou 
can reopen, So an amom t of time is lost 
8TI~ ronsiderlng that 1nen a-re co1ning back ·i~ 
t]1~Ir thousande, ":e c~nnot afford t~ lose any 
hme or close ono mstltute for one 'mgle dav. 

,Th8 _8~:-cRETARY "OR PuBLw IKf'TRTJCTIO:'!": 
\\hv did you do it? Why did vou help to 
·d0 it? ~ 

~'Ir. FoLEY: You called the men out on 
strikP. 

:VIr. SIZF.R: I deny that I called the men 
out on strik''. I ask hon. members-if they 
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know such <Ln awful lot-to go and try to 
pcrJuade the men to work under the manager. 
If they had gone before, I am afraid hon. 
n1unbers opposite n1igh': have been threat­
ened with v·hat the manager got. 

J'.Ir. HARTLEY: Two can play that game. 
j'lfr. CoLLI~r· : Brute force. 

Mr. SIZER: Hon. members opposite do 
not want to be shown what a glorious thing 
th,,y have dmw. 

:\fr. CoLLIXS : I know all about your career. 

Mr. SIZER: I can ascure the hon. member 
that it is a pretty good C<Lreer. 

Mr. CoLLINS : "\. wonderful career-full of 
cgoti.~nl, 

I\Ir. SIZER: There is little doubt that if I 
were half as egotistitc.ll as tho hon. member, 
I am afra.id I ~hould be thinking I y;a;; too 
great for this Chamber. Kow, I propose to 
come b<Lck. to the Spec: eh and deal with a 
subjed out of which thn hon. m<·•nber for 
Logan. to my mind, made a certain amount 
of capital-that the Supreme Courts Acts 
Amendment Bill is pcssibly to restrict the 
ages of the judges. l agree with him in his 
anticipations of the object of the Bill. 
I expect that he is quite in accord with that, 
and one of the arguments that he used­
rather a remarkable one-was that so many 
of the judge .. ,' Je,·isions had boon reversed, 
and :hat in consequence they were somewhat 
mentally deficient. Ho ':)mewhat emphasised 
it by saying that when those decisiom had 
been taken to the High Court of Australia 
they had been reversed. So he sought pro­
tection behind the High Court of Australia; 
and vet I hould think that if we were to 
go iJ1to the ages of th..; judges of the High 
C-)urt of Australia we would find that thev 
were quite as· groat as those of the judges o'f 
thB Supreme Court of Queensland. But hon. 
memb---rs are quite satisfied with the judgn 
d the High Court; thB hon. member for 
Logan said so. ~\nd he aho agreed that the 
Privv Council sot aside the decisions of some 
uf the Supreme Court judges; and again I 
will oay th~t the members of the Privy 
(}mncil are also men of considerable age. 
The only poi1,; kft is this: that there is no 
olJjoction to jud['o, who are of a gn--at age 
m long- a' thev administer the law in the 
way the GoYornm<>nt want. The objection 
ngainst the Queensland judges is thnt they 
happen to have given some dcci-.ions adverse 
to the Government. Because those decisions 
are biased, a' the hon. member said-that is 
their oninion-th ev arc to b0 removed bo­
oaucc thov arc too old, although the argu­
ment is that the judges of the High Court 
of Au tr.Jia, who are ru'n just as old, are 
competent to remain. 

GovrmN~IE"f'!T ::\1E~IBEI!S: He did not say 
that. 

Mr. RIZER: I a'n afraid the hon. mem­
ber did say it, but if he did not sa:,· it, he left 
it to be inferrerl very plainly. At any rat<:', 
it do' q not make anv difference whether he 
said it or not: that 'is the logical conclusion 
of what he said. At any rate, it is evident, 
to my mind, th)t the 'Govornment's int<:>n­
tions, so far ''' tho Suprcm8 Courts Acts 
Anwndmcnt Bill is concerned. is that some 
Jt.rnbitious youn.; n1en of legal mjnd are 
anxious to get on to the benr h, and no doubt. 
if the Government have their wav, the0 will 
find their way there before vcr:·," ve:y long. 
But, fortunately for Queensland, there is 
another Chamber. {Government laughter.) 
Evidently en endPavour is gain~< to be made. 
to n 110ve that Chamber. Well, I should 

s.Ly that if the Government propose to do 
that, theY cannot do it without a referen­
dum, and they have to bear in mind that "' 
referendum was taken on this matter and 
it 'vas tur11.£:'d down in no unc"rtain manner. 
The only way in which the·;· can alter the 
1-·o· it ion is to get a revcr'e decision from the 
peoplC. If that is their intention, if that is 
their method of aboli• hing the Upper House, 
I am quite content that the Upper House 
will long remain. 

1\h. COLLINS : The people should not rule, 
according to your line of argument. 

Mr. SIZER: The hon. me-nber will re­
member that two rckrendums on a different 
question have been taken of the people of 
Australia. I am sure that hon. members 
fJpposite "·ould have been very, very sore 
h&d the Federal Government ignored the 
result of the first referendum and passed 
th<'ir proposal by statute. 

l' lr. O'SuLI.IVAN: The "Courier" advo­
ccctcd that it ehould be done. 

Mr. SIZER: The fact remains that it was 
not done. The fact also remains that the only 
honourable wav in ,,·hich the Government 
can deal with this matter is the way in which 
the Federal Government dealt with the 
matter they placed before the people. 

Mr. FOLEY: Are vou an authoritv on con-
stitutional question~? .. 

Mr. SIZER: I am afraid that if we r<:>lied 
on the hon. member we should pass some 
most peculiar laws. 

0PPOSI1'JO?.\ :dE:\:!BERS: Ilc_•ar, hr>.ar! 
Mr. SIZER: I just want, in conclusion, to 

deal with one matter, the action of the 
Government in re'l'ard to which appears to 
me to be very unfair, and at h:tst does not 
rdlect the grateful feeling of thB people of 
Queensland towards the mother country as 
l believ<:> it should. That is thB matter of 
the supply of meat. There is no doubt that 
the State butchers' shops are selling meat 
more cheaply than private butchers, and 
there is no doubt that the duty of the Gov<:>rn­
ment, and of anv Government, is to look to 
the man lower down. It is the dut:: of every 
Government to do that in "' legitimate 
manner, but, as far as the State butchers' 
shops are c·mcerned, I do not think anyone 
'"ill denv that thev receive an undue advan­
tage over private 'butchers' shops. It is the 
duty of the Government to legislate for the 
majoritT of the people, but the State but.chers' 
shops only supply meat for about one-tenth 
of the people at the very outside, so that the 
Government are not supplying meat for the 
majority of the people. The Government 
haYe made an agreement with the meatworks 
compa.nies, and if theJ' had been sincere and 
anxious to supply the majority of thB people 
with che:cp meat. wh:.- did the'" prevent 
privcte butch0rs obt~ ining thC'ir meat from 
the T'~eqtworks at the ~a1ne price rs it is 
supplied to the State butchers' shops? If they 
allowed m·i,-~te butchers the c'tme advantage 
as is enjoyNl by the State butchers' shops, I 
am sure the private butcher.-' could sell meat 
just as cheaply a;, the Government, and the 
majority of the people would then be getting 
cheap mc:_lt. But that is not the; ce.se at 
all, and it is rmusing to notice that wherever 
the return of the Government's nominee was 
in doubt in any W'lY the people were promi,ed 
-a State butcher's shop. The Prc--nier, when 
in Sandgatc, which is a portion of mv elec­
torate, informed the people that if they 
returned my opponent they would get a 
State butcher's shop. The people of Sandgat'l. 

ilfr. Sizer.} 
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however, told thG Premier very dearly that 
thee: did not want a shop at that pric-e-that 
the: .. ·c:·ould not pay that prico for a shop. 
Th£--,. decided to ignore the Premier's plead­
ino< and since that time we> have noticed 
th~t' the Government hav-e thr( :1tened to 
clo,c a t•'rtain shop established in an elcc­
tor:,to which tram;;re"'ed according to their 
point of view by returning a member to sit 
on this side of the House. Such action only 
shows their political prejudice. It is not 
only carried out as far as State bukhers' 
shops arc concerned, but is al•,,o carried out 
in regard to schools. C··rtain schools were 
promised in m-- electorate, and in oth0r clec­
toratu. but sin~e the return of members to 
this Houce, for some unknown reason, those 
promicos ha·-- e been "ithdrawn. The only 
inference from that is that those electorates 
transgrp sed at the election by returning 
members to this side of the House. 

Mr. CARTER: Did the:; give that reason? 

J\fr SIZED,: They did not give that rea­
son ; ·they were not honest enough to give 
that reason. But to return to the matter I 
was discuesing-namely, the euppl::- of cheap 
mc.1t-I -"'Y that the Government haYe tak0n 
undue advantage of their position as agents 
for the Imp•'fial Government. It should 
havo been the duty of the Government, and 
of this country generally, to do their utmost 
for the mother country, and if it were pos­
sible to make an agreement for the supply of 
moat to the Government at 3~d. per lb., it 
should have b0en possible to have made that 
price applicable to the meat supplied to the 
Imperial Governmcnt. It is no uc0 for them 
to sav that the meatworks would not agree 
to th~t. The fact remains that they made an 
agreemc>nt for meat to be supplied to State 
butchers' shops at that low price at the 
expense of the Imperial Government, which 
is unfair and ungrateful to a people who 
are fighting in thie Wal' as much for this 
countf'.- as for their own country. It should 
have been possible to have made such an 
egreement as would have enabled the 
Imperial Government to get. their meat 
cheap; the Strrte Governm<>nt should not, at 
a time like the present, be getting cheap 
meat at the expense of the Imperial Govern­
ment, especially when it is remembered that 
the people over thero are on '·'hort rations 
and are undergoing hardships which we do 
not experience, and are at the gates of war 
while we liYe her-e in peace and comfort. 
We have as much to lose in this war as they 
have, and they have no more to gain from 
it than we have, and we should do our 
utmost to assist them ; and if it would be an 
advantage to the Imperial GovBrnmPnt and 
the unfortunate people in Great Britain to 
get thei1· meat at 3~d. per lb., and we had 
to pay ~d. per lb. more for our meat in 
order to allow them to do so, I am sure the 
people of Oueen"land would be only too 
willing to pay that extra 4d. 

The SPE:\.KER: Order! The hon. member 
has oxhausted the time allowed him under 
the Standing Orders. 

M:r. SIZER: I thank you, Mr. Speaker, 
for the way you have c:trried me on. 

Ho;,;;orRABLE ]);[EMBERS: Hear, hc:•.r! 

Mr. CORSER (Burnett) : I mmt first of all 
offer mY congratulations to the mover and 
seconder of the Address in Rep!'". I must 
also say that we are to be complimented on 
having new Opposition members ·who are a 

[Mr. Sizer, 

credit to them·,clves and the country. I think 
that as we go along we shall find that when 
the people have a last say they will realise 
that, despite the great p_romiscs . of the 
Government, there are certam promiSes that 
will not be carried out when they have the 
po1.Yer to a "?t. 

Mr. CARTER: You may be borne out, 
though. 

Mr. CORSER: But I was not borne out. 
The hon. gentleman did me a good turn and 
I reciprocatcK1, and as a result I was not 

borne out. The hon. member 
[8.30 p.m.] for Port Curtis came into !llY 

electorate, and as that was domg 
rne a good turn, I reciprocated by not going 
into his. (Laughter.) 

:\1r. C'mTER: You were in my electorate 
once,, and di-d me a good turn. 

l\1r. CORSER: One of the tqings which 
the Government should do in tlil) interests 
of the Sbte is to provide for a reduction of 
member•, of this House. That reform has 
been look<ed for ever since the Federal Par­
liament was €sLhlished in Melbourne. 

Mr. \VHITFORD: Ever since the Labour 
party can1e into power. 

Mr. CORSER : If anvone looks at the 
alterations that were made in the numbers 
of members in the other States they will 
admit that Queensland has got far too many 
n1embers in this House. 

Mr. S:'I[JTH: Why don't you resign? 
The TREASURER : There are not too many 

Liberals. 
Mr. CORSER : If we had equal represen­

tation in the number of votes cast the 
Treasurer and his Govornm<:>nt might be 
frightc·ne-d that they would go out of office. 
The number of votes cast for the Liberals 
at the recent elections was practically one­
half of the total votes polled. If we had 
had proportionate repreqcntation at the last 
el0ction th~n we would have ha,d a better 
state of affairs so far as the' str(lngth of 
parties is concerned. 

Mr. HARTLEY: \Ve will make Burnett a 
separate State and then you will be right. 

:\-Ir. CORSER: The Burnett is important 
enough for it. I sincerely hope that the 
Government will take into consideration the 
advantages to the electors by the reduction 
of the number of members in the Assembly. 
It would be better to reduce the number to 
fortv. \Ve haY<) members sitting here who 
ha ye only 1, 700 names on their electoral rolls, 
and we have ot'her members who have 11,500 
votes on their rolls, and both these members 
have an equal voice. in this House. 

Mr. HARTLEY: That is the fault of your 
Government in the past dragging everything 
to Brisbane. 

Mr. CORSER: Not necessarily. Previously 
to the late Governm<ent going out of officn 
the electoral ] a w was carried out under a 
Bill which provided for a redistribution of 
scat·•, from time to time, but that wae wiped 
out. At one time 4,000 votes on a roll was 
considered something lik~ an equitable basis 
to work on. Hon. gentlemen who occup;; the 
front Treasurv benchc9 claim to be more 
democratic th';,.n the Government they de­
feated. Why should W'l have to appeal. to 
thorn over and over again to make poss1bl.e 
an equal value of votes? 

Mr. PETERSON : Do you want less country 
members? 
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Mr. OORSER: No. If the Government 
are going to reduce the nunibqr of members 
there are sufficient country members sitting 
behind the Government to see that the num­
bc>r from the country is not reduct)d. They 
should see that we g0t fair representation 
for the country. 

Hon. J. M. Hc:::«TER: If vou had one vote 
one value you would disfranchise the country 
members. 

Mr. OORSER: No. Under a fair electoral 
;;yetcm the hon. member knows that fair 
representation would be given to the country 
and fair representation to the cities. 

Hon. .J. J\1. HUNTER: But you want one 
vote one value. 

Mr. OORSER: Yt)s, and if any section 
should IHLYf' a vote it is the 6cction who were 
deprived of their votes at the last election. 
During the three years we were in opposi­
tion we impre-.,;ed on the Government the 
necessity of providing for a vote for our 
absent soldiers, and time and again we re­
minded the Government that that provision 
ha·d not been made. On each occasion the 
Premier and other mGmbers of the Govern­
ment would try and deceive us by saying that 
all provi,ion had been made, and it was only 
necessary for them to poll the vote when it 
was required. When the E:lections were hur­
ried on and it was too late to provide for 
making the Yote the Government made pro­
visiOn for the soldiers to vote. \Vhen no 
harm could be done to them thev introduced 
a costly system of voting by proxy. 

The TREASURER: Mr. Pritchard said he 
was quite ready. 

Mr. OOB.SRR: If ="Ir. Prit~hard had had 
all the say there wo,1ld ha ye been an altcrod 
state of affairs in this House to-night. un­
fortunat.-·ly, Mr. Ryan had all the say, and 
that is the reason why we se<' things as they 
are. Mr. Pritcharcl said he ,,-as ready. 
\Vel!, a game man is alwa1·s ready. Mr. 
Pritchard made that statement without the 
experience of r. member of Parliament; and 
the Premier anrl members of the Government 
are now pleased to use it against him. But 
I am able to sav thCLt it was not the leader 
of the Opposition or anc· member of Parlia­
ment who said that we were mady at that 
time. How could we be rea-dv without litera­
ture or anything else when the Government 
had got all their orders into the Government 
Printin;" Office to execute the tons of litera­
ture that wont out? The Government had 
their funds ready and e-cerything else except 
the provision for the soldiers' yote. 

Mr. C:OLLINS: The 20th December killed 
you. 

Mr. CORSER: What was that? 
:\fr. C.mTEil: 'I'he time you promised to 

go to the front. 
At twenty-five minutes to 9 o'clock p.m., 
Mr. HERTRA>I relieved tho Speaker in the 

chair. 
Mr. CORSER: I heard lots of things 

during the clPction, and that is another score 
to the hon. gentleman's discredit. Previous 
to the ~ 1 actions I made inquiry as to the 
nurnbcr of :-.oldiers, nurses, rnunition workers, 
etc., absent from Queensland, and I found 
that tlwre were approximately 47,000 Queens­
.land electors away at that time. I want to 
know how many of those people were en­
abled to use the franclnse. 

The 'l'm:ASURER : Certainly not the pri­
soners of war. 

Mr. CORSER: The prisoners o? war 
would not represent one-half per cont. I 
find, so far as I have been able to gather, 
that there \<ere 9CO or more ele.ctors out of 
my elcctomte, and I heYe got their names 
with me. I wculJ not like to say that 100 
of thcoo people were g·iven a vote. Owing 
to l'CIH'f::ll~ntations that \V8re Tllade, and which 
I was plut,Ld to havo some s11y in, the 
Go' c,:nm<>nt :tgrecd to put on the roll those 
lads who had been aw:ty about two years 
frcm Queensland. There wa·, no provision 
for them to g8t on the roll, but on the 12th 
February it w,os agTGcd that ·the electoral 
oftlccr should si <sn an application form for 
these soldiers. 

The TREASURER: And they were put on 
the roll. 

Mr. CORSER: Yes, there were 124 in my 
0lectorate put on the roll in that way, and 
twenty-seven of them had no vote at all. 
Two of my brothers had no votes, and they 
clid not have the opportunity to vote at all. 
I know one lad, a pronounced Labourite, who 
had no vote, and another a Nationalist. A 
father living in my electorate had two sons 
who returne-d from the war, and when the 
elder went to the polling-booth he found he 
had no 'ote. The younger man was not on 
tho roll. The Government claimed that they 
had a soldiers' roll, a.nd put all those who 
were entitled to vote on the roll. I can giYe 
other instances of the way the proxy v.ote 
was used. 

The TREASURER : If all those fellows ha;cl 
exercised their votes, where would you be? 

Mr. HARTLEY : On his fa.rm. 
Mr. OORSER: If the Opposition receiv.e.cJ 

the benefit of the absent soldier·,' votes that 
they should do, then we would know where 
we would be. 

The TREASURER : In the soup. 
Mr. CORSER: There arc other instancos 

that I will give, even if they are offhand 
ones. There are farmers in my district who 
receiYed proxies from their sons on the Wed­
ne~'lay after the elections. They were not 
rlelivererl to them until three days after thfl 
pnll. 

The TREASURER : We do not control the 
Post Office. 

Mr. CORSER: But you control the regula­
tions which enabled those proxies to he 
placed in the post office in time to get there 
before the poll. You had three yeare to 
make proYision for the proxies to get to that 
farmer in time, and three days after the poll 
had cloeed this father received his sons' 
proxies 

Hon J. M. HuNTER: A lucky thing for 
you. 

Mr. CORSER: That might sound all right, 
but if You saw the letters I have receiYed 
from tl1e.se parents you would not think so. 
I h<wc ot"er imtnnces of wives of abse rtt 
soldiers who rccRived the proxi"' from their 
husbands after the poll had been taken. In 
all justice, whether these votes were for th0 
Governmf'nt or against them, it is only fair 
that proYision should have been made to give 
these young fellows " vote. Could not thc,ir 
nominations of proxies have been taken 
twelve months ago? Could we not make pro­
vision now for· proxic3 to be held by the 
friends of theso a.bsont soldiers so that thE>y 
could vote at any time, whether it be for a 
referendum or anything else? If there is c•ne 
side which will be prepared to abide by the 

Jfr. Corser.] 
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votes of the soldiers it is the Opposition. 
Government members, during the election 
campaign, went round the country tolling the 
people thftt we '•' ere opposed to givin<r the·•e 
absent soldier' a vote when they kn';,w we 
v~ted ln this House, in 1914, to provide them 
>nth two votes. 

. I notice in the Governor's .Speech that there 
IS to be some tampering with the judg·es. I 
have been thinking this over. I have not been 
before the "beak" myself, but one nev.•r 
knows "hat might happen if he stays hore 
too long. Looking back, it bti·ikes me that 
the Government's policy speech ,, ao, written 
at St. H1 1t>na. Very probably the Premier 
had a deputation there. and made a promise 
to tho•.e people, too. I was just wondering 
>•~ether those people, whom the Premier 
>nshed to get on his. side, had a depntHti"n 
to hnn to got even with the judges, and prob­
ably that is wh:.· he is introducing this mea­
sure. If there is any section of the com­
munity that is going to be pleased with the 
tamp8ring with our judges, it will certainlv 
be those who are serving sentenct'''· .. 

Mr. CARTER : They are all Liberals down 
thcr0. 

. Mr. CORSER: That is why you did not 
give them a vote. (Laughter.) 

I notice thm·e is also some provision for 
tampering with the other Ch<1mber. 

_i\ir .. CAR_n:R: We do not want to tamper 
With It. We want to get ri-d of it. 

Mr. CORSER: I ·want to make mvsel£ 
clear on this point. A·, far as the Upper 
House 1s concerned, at the present time it is 
a most undemocratic Chamber in so far as 
regards the manner in which appointment, 
can be made. It is possibly the wont system 
t~at we could have, and it is not the first 
time. I have said it, either in this House or 
outsl~le. I believe in an Upper Chamber hut 
I believe in a fair and reasonable franchise. 

Mr. CARTER : A broad franchise. 

Mr. CORSER: It all depends on what you 
mean by th:tt phrase. 

Mr. CARTER: I mean "One individual one 
vote.'' 

Mr. CORSER: I have just 0hown where 
you denied f,ome individu~Uls a Yotc. 

J\Ir. CARTER: I have not denied anvone a 
vote. • 

Mr. CORSER: But thme who have the sav 
h~> ve do no so. I think we might well pr,;. 
v1de for an alte·ation in the 'Cpner Hou·,• 
and make it elective. 1 

• ,, 

Mr .. KIRWAN: That is against a plank in 
the L1bcral platform, "No interference with 
!he Upper House," and I c:m show it to you 
m black and white. • 

Jll!:r: CORSER: Fort?natcly, we in the Op­
positwn are a biB to thmk for ourselves. y.,r e 
are al!owed a free hand, and can speak what 
we thmk. 

Mr. CARTER : That is why there are so few 
of you there. (Laughter.) 

Mr. CORSER : There are better times 
ahead, when people will sec that we do thi.1k 
what we speak. and when they ,.,ill beo·in to 
realise that the Government do not "think 
that which they say. I sincerely hope that 
tl1e Government will, at an early date, intro­
duce> a measure to provide for an elective 

[i1f r. Corser. 

Upper House on a reasonable franchis!'. 
Sooner than httve a continuation of the 
'Cpper House as it is at present, I would see 
it wiped out altogether. 

GOVERN:.VIENT ME:I!BERS: Hear, hear! Come 
over here. 

I\Ir. CORSER : And whilst I say that-­
::\!r. CART::R: You do not mean it. 

::'\!fr. CORSER: I look back to the amount 
o£ work that that Chamber has done in the 
inter ,t,. of the people of the State, and I 
look hack to the amount of good it has done 
for the c0untry constituencies. Om 'c you 
wipe it out I am afraid we will be in the 
"""Il altogctl1er. If the Government are 
going to introduce <U measure fDr an elof'tivo 
Ul1pcr Hou,P, then they will got YBry strong 
support in thi.; Chamber. 

I notice that it is proposed to amend the 
Elections Act. If there is any Act in Queens­
land that wanL amending it is the Elections 
Act. .!'\o doubt, a majority of the Blectors 
Yoterl for the GO\·ernment, but not in pro­
pmtion to the number of seats they hold. 
The Act. proYidcs. as was evident at the last 
elections. and which appears to have hec.n 
admitted bv the A"i~tant Minister for Jus­
tice--it provides for double voting, and it 
provide-; for roll-stuffing to some degree. We 
have stawd that for three ye:ns, but for three 
years nothing has been done. 

:Y1r. PETER:30N: How many duplicates were 
there in :·our electorate? 

Mr. CORSER: Three that I know of; all 
good Labourite-s, and they all voted Labour 
twice. and if there are .any inquiries to be 
made I sh ·11 J,e very pleased to give the 
Treasurer the names so that ju~tice will be 
done. 

11r. Kn<WAN: You know what happened in 
1913. when them was all the talk about double 
voting. They ell voted for your side. 

"'fr. f'OHSER: That was when you lost all 
yolH trjh;_.tnal (. as0s. 

Mr. KIRWAN: 2'\o. You ought to be care­
ful, you kEow. 

Mr. CORSER: If the Government are in 
rune t in their proposal to amend the Elec­
tions A.ct, thr-'y are going to g<'t very grf\nt 
~npnort from w". 

J,Ic. HAHTLEY: It is onlv when we touch 
your pockets that we get your opposition. 

:N1r. CORSER: My pocket has beAn touel!<ld 
lono- a~o. I find that there is a Stat" Enter­
i•ri~" ' I~ ill to be ln ought forWd.rd, and it was 
Yerv inter£>El in:r to l1oar thP mover of t.ho 
Adchces in Re)li.v say th·.<t Shte enter JrisPe 
were to be put under non-political control. 
That is not in kePping with the policy of the 
followers o£ the Government. 

The TREASL:RER: I am afrai,d you misunder­
stoorl him. 

:.'\1r. CORS~TI.: I an,_ afraid "IIan .. ard" 
will not misuvlerstand him. I noticed 
Minist.ors when tlw hon. memb?r rEad· that 
statement. and their fac,··s did not indicate 
that thev heli.c\·Nl in thc.t. or that their fol­
lowers -iYol\ld .. dlo11; them to believe in it, 
and pnrtiru.larJy thn T'rPa':,nrPr. 

Mr. KIRWAN: Wh'lt is wrong with the la3t 
ummi•".ion that they appointed? 

::\Ir. C:ORSER: T can a·.-ure the hon. mem­
ber that I do not kno'' what was wrong with 
the la et commission, but I do not see where 



Addre&s in Reply. [30 MAY.] Address ia Reply. 57 

£200,000 has been saved to the Str,tc. The 
State m..:.tcrpri.·')cs aeo to be p:aced under non­
politica 1 control. 

Hon. J. M. HmlTER: Yon arc beginning 
to drea:a -dreams. 

Mr. CORSEH.: I am. I am bqinning to 
think thing~. (Laughter.) ;\.nd from the 
remarks of the mover of the A·ddress in 
Reply, it would appear that the hon. 10entle­
man is avaibble for something pretty big. 

Mr. CAY:T: R: You think he would be a fit 
person for the job, anyhow. 

2\lr. CORSER: He has not the chief quali­
fication for the job if it is to be non-;·olitical. 

I also note that the mover of the Address 
m Ronlv claimed that the State should have 
' say- in th~ fixation of the price of butter 
in Queensland .. To-day tlP State may have 
no rcnrr-,._cnt::tbon 011 the Cornrnonwe~alth 
bnard for fixing pricrh., but the farmers have 
direct r. presrmtatirn on that board, and con­
sequently they arc able to secure a fair price 
for their butter. vVhcn the State Govern­
ment had control we had no such representa­
tion. I would far rather sec a continuation 
'J the system of representation of the 
farmers than I would see :t<eprcoentation of 
the State Government. 

I notice also that the M:arsupial" Act is to 
be amended. I hope that the amending Bill 
,,·ill make prm·i,ion for the asse,sment of 
GoYernment cattle for the purposes of the 
Act. 

Hon. J. M. HU!\TER: The State ;,tations 
pay Inar:-;upial a:;,.;;:_r, -:;nwnt no,v, ju:;;~ the same 
a? private stockowncr". 

Mr. CORSRR: Well, in this Chamber last 
cession the hon. gentleman stated that 
neit~<'r rates nor rcn1, were paid by the State 
stat1ons. · 

Hon. J. ~1. liCNTER: I said that th' y paid 
H?:t.rsupial rates. 

Mr. CORSER : The Auditor-General 
reports that they pay no rates. 

Hon. J. }1. I-Ic!\TER: l'\o municipal or 
s:1ire council rates. 

Mr. CORSER: Thu hon. gentleman did 
not 1nako any ~.Surh qualification, according 
to " Han,ud." Did the hon. gentleman 
{-i.occi ce both this House and the people last 
sc~sion 7 

I-Ion. J. :H. HuNTER: The State stations 
hav~ ahvays paid rnar~mpial af-, .. CL3il1Lnt. 

~Jr. COHSRR: The hon. gentleman then 
claimc.cl that they paid neither rate' nor 
rL'nt. Then, wo arn pro1nised a Bill to 
amend the Land Acts, 1910-1917. Will that 
Bill contain a provision for the payment of 
!oral goycrnmcnt rates by the Go,-ernment? 

Hon. J. :'I. ll CXTER : I neyer said so. 

2\Ir. CORSER: I lc1ow the hon. gentleman 
nev<'r sa1d so. but I hope some provision will 
be made, eithl'r in that Bill or in the Bill 
to amend the Local A uthoritie" Act, for the 
Cro\VD rriying ~ )111C V'; -istanrc to the local 
;;uthoritit'~. 

Hon. J. l\1. HL'NTER: Aro you quite clear 
now as to ., hat I said? 

Jl.oh. CORSER: I will quote from " Han­
sar-d" what the hon. gentleman did say on 

the subject. On 19th July last the hon. mem­
ber for Caruarvon adwd the Chief Sec­
retary-

" vVhat rates and taxes have the Go­
vernn1ent ~Jaid, or are -due to be paid, on 
their State station, Mount Hutton-

1. Shire ccuncil rates? 
2. Mar upial rates? 
3. Rabbit board rates? 
4. Brands Ae;t asEJ'-'3Inent? 
5. Disea:l<cJ in Stock Act a se.,;,mont? 
6. Liccnsdl gato fep, 1 
7. Rent to the Crown'? 
8. Land tax (leasehold) to Federal 

GoYernrnent: 
9. Incorne ta"c to Federal Govorn-

rnent? 
10. Incnmc tax to State Government? 
11. \Y orkers' Insurance Act? 
12. Sul -<criptions to local hospital? 
13. Interest on rabbit net fencing'? 
14. Tobacco licence to sell to station 

hands?'' 
''The SECR£TARY FOR PUBLIC LA::oms 

(Hon. J. M. Hunter, Maranoa) replied-
" 'I'he hon. mc·nber should have ad­

dressed thi;.; quc";tion to the Secretary 
for Public Lands. The answer is as fol­
low-;:-

1 to 6. None. 
'7. The s'lmc rent as paid by previous 

lessee. 
8 to 14. Elowm exclusive. See answer 

to 1 to 6. 
11. Similar premiums ns that paid by 

the honourable gentleman to the State 
In~urance Offic~. '' 

Hon. J. ~I. Hc;o,n:n: The chances are that 
Mount Ilutlon paid none of tho"e rates and 
taxes. \Ye onh heJ.d ::\Iount Button for a 
short \vhi1e. ;:u}d tht:! chanct are that we 
noYer paid any. 

Mr. CORSER: However, there is the 
r0ply we lT<>-~i ved. 

lion . • T. ::u. llli~TER: That may have been 
perfcct:y trno of 2\Iount Ilutton, but it might 
not be t1·uo of any othr~r property. 

::\Ir. CORSER : Th' 'c tr1ings ought to be 
truP when thf'y are reported in " l-Iansard" 
in ans'•:er to questions put by hon. mcmb()rs. 
If it is true that. the GoYernment do not 
pay any of these things, then I sincerely 
hope that provi,ion will be mad· in one of 
the amendin>r Bilh for them to do so. 

Hon. J. ;,1. HuNnR: That may be quite 
true of Mount Button. 

::Y1r. CORSRR: We have ·doubted replies 
given by the Government, and now the hon. 
gcntlmnan doubts his O\Vn ~nswcr. 

A GOVERK~!ENT 2\ID:BER: You are quib­
bling. 

:Mr. l'ORSER : I am n'lt; and that reply 
does not Enable the Minister to quibble. 

Hen. J. :.'\.1. HcKTiOR: Ack about another 
p;·operty. 

Mr. CORSER: \Ye remember that the 
Minister increased the value of the lease of 
Mount Hutton by a large amount. We 

remember also that the Auditor­
[9 p.m.J General said that the increased 

price for the lease was to be 
added to the value of the land, and would 
have to be paid for b;,· the settlers who came 
afterwards. 

Hon. J. M. HCNTER: The Minister said it 
was not true, and it is not. 

11fr. (! orser.; 
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Mr. CORSER: That is what the Auditor­
General said. 

Hon. J. :M. HuXTER: No; he said it was 
quite possible it would be done, but it is not 
being done. 

Mr. CORSER: Then you have a right to 
reprimand him. 

Hon. J. M. HuNTER: You do it. 
Mr. CORSER: We will do it very soon 

if we get over to that side. (Government 
laughter.) This land is now being mads 
available for th<: returned soldiers, and the 
Minister makes out that the Auditor-General 
was wrong, and that the increaec8d value is 
not going to be added to the land. 

Hon. J. M. Hl!NTER: I think you will find 
that a qualified statement was made. 

Mr. CORSER: I have twice told what 
statement was made, and the Minister knows 
what statement was made. He knows that 
what I say is true. 

Hon. J. M. HuNTY'R: ::'-Jo, it is not; it is 
not being added to the lease. 

Mr. CORSER: Who is paying for it? 
. Hon. J. ::\1. HcN'fER: You are paying for 
It. 

Mr. CORSER: I know we are. Every 
farmer is paying for it, and will have to 
continue paying for the blunders of the Go­
vernment, for the result of the bang-tailed 
muster which has not come about. When 
the GoYernment are amending the Land Act 
they should in all seriousn<Jss consider th~ 
representations being made by us on this 
side, and take into account the warning we 
have giYen them of the dangers to Queens­
land owing to the ever increasing spread of 
prickly-pear. .\reas that three years ago 
had no pe:<r on them are to-dav becoming 
heavily infested. The Minister will bear me 
out in saying that the records of his depart­
ment show that 1,000,000 acres are being 
infested every year. 

Hon. ,J. M. HuNTER: I do not think so 
That is what the experts say; one of them. · 

Mr. CORSER : A million acres are being 
infest<)d every year. 

Hon. J. lVL HuNTER: Do you agree with 
that? 

Mr. CORSER: We do not usuallv have to 
admit what the Government ;;ay. The Min­
ister knows it is spreading fast. There are 
areas being infe,ted to-day of men who 
have given the best that is in them to rid 
their lands of pear, whose wives and children 
have worked long hours in the endcavour to 
rid their prop<'rty of pear, and these people, 
broken down in health, arc being driven off 
their land to-day, with their land mort­
gagtd, because of the continued rcinfesta­
tion of Crown lands. It is the good areas 
of Queensland and the large tract~ of coun­
try that is bein'i infested every dav which 
should receive some consideration. ft is not 
right for the Governmcmt to hide behind 
the late Government. Our experience of 
our l~nd laws in connection with prickly-pear 
selections shows that the conditions which it 
was hoped were lenient enough have not 
proved too beneficial to settlers. 

Hon .. J. M. Ht:NTER: 'l'hcv are much more 
lenient than any othc>r Government ever 
gave them. 

Mr. CORSER: The:v want to be more 
lenient. \Ve had considered the idea pre­
vious to the f\Oing out of the late Govern­
ment of making the conditions easier. The 

[Mr. Corser. 

present Government have extended the timer 
for payment, but why ;;hould wo ask for 
payment on these lands ? Should we not 
think more of clearing the lands that sur­
round them? These settlers are forced off 
their farms because the Crown do not clear 
their own ]and. There is no more important 
snbj cct to-day for this House to consider 
than to tak<) into account the big asset we 
are losing in Queensland by the increase of 
this pest to the extent of 1,000,000 acres a 
year-say, 1,000,000 acres at £3 an acre. 

Hon .. J. ::Y1. Hl!KTER: That is a splendid 
adYertiscment for Queensland. 

Mr. CORSER: W<: must not try to eon­
C0a] in this House the truth that Queensland 
i' becoming more heavi[:,, infested every day 
with prickly-pear, and the Government are 
taking no action. There se<)ms to be no 
indication in the Speech of the slightest 
as so stance to be given to these pc>oplo, who 
e.re broken and disheartened by an 1,1ndeavour 
to do the bec,,t for themsclvee and to make 
good on land on which they have lost their 
health and money. 

Mr. PET':RSON : What is your remedy? 
-:vir. CORSER: My remedy is to take into 

account the experience of poor farmers, the 
experience of both sides of this Home, and 
thoroughly discuss the matter. We should 
get away from party politics and con'!ider 
the matter from the point of view of the 
best advantage to the State. 

Mr. PETEP~OX: But that is not a remedy. 
I want to a>sist you, not to criticise. 

Mr. CORSER: It is a means of bringing 
about a remedv. The hon. member and the 
Government can depend on this side trying 
to do something to eradicate this pest. 
Getting pack to the other portion of this 
land disctw,ion, I have here the Auditor­
General's report, and I find the following on 
page 24-

" 'l'he selectors who take up )\,fount 
Hutton will have to carry the load of 
this additional amount that has be(ln 
placed upon it." 

Is not that ,ufficient evidence for the Min­
i-t-er. I have given what the Auditor-General 
sa vs, the Minister',; own statement in "Ran­
sa i-d." and the facts and figures. Is the 
Minister not going to agree to them? 

Hon .. J. l\I. HuNTER: You want to read 
that part of the report you have dropped. 

Mr. CORSER: I only wish we had had 
a chance of reading it to the people at the 
elections. 

Mr. MACARTXEY: They wore not game to 
give us a chance. 

Mr. CORSER: c They did not give us time. 
I notice al'o that the Government propose 
to ta>npPr with the Brisbane tramwaye,-we 
have a Brisbane Tramways Fares Bill. That 
i' a good election cry. The Government do 
not find the money ; it doe' not matter to 
thrm: it is popular; never mind whether 
it is just or not. I do not know much about 
the fa res. Thev seem to be prettv well the 
same itS they are in thC' other States; nothing 
to crv about Yerv much. If it is necessarv to 
r<'duoe fares, a~i:l it is possible, well then: do 
it. 

Then there is a Brisbane Tramways Pur­
chase Bill. If the Government are not able 
to build railwa~·s and fulfil promiseo made 
to the people in agricultural districts, why 
do they want to provide for the purchase of 
the Brisbane tramwavs? Surelv the com­
forts provided in the city are sufficient with-
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out the Government wasting money and de­
priving other districts of railwa.y' which 
have been promised-districts which havo 
been settled by selectors believing that a 
railway was to go there. I do not know 
that there is any immediate nece,,ity for the 
purclusc of this tramway. Things are going 
on very well. It is a very creditable system 
so far a--- \Ve can sec, and I do not sec why 
the Government want to waste this money­
ami ccrtuinly the time of this Hone c. 

I notice, further, that the Government con­
template going on with the Steel and Iron 
W arks Bill. Last year a State Steel and Iron 
\Vork Bill was introduced-we have heard 
a lot about "oteal" Bills in here-and it was 
pa,.i d here, and it passed the, other House 
with an amondmont which, I think, provided 
th.d'. th- e'Cpnnditme should bo limited to 
£150.0(. I. \Vhon hon. members w<>nt into 
the electoraL •. what did they say? That the 
Opposition voted against the Steel and Iron 
\Y orb; Bill. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: Near enough. 
:\fr. CORSER: It was nc'tr enough. In my 

elcc'ora.to the Premier was ".ked whether 
the hon. member for Burnctt voted for it. 
"'Well," he said, "if he did, he was an 
exception." I will toll vou "·bat I was able 
to tell them-that cYery' member on this side 
of the House gave his con-cent and voted for 
the Bill. Ko division was taken at all, and 
yet the Government and the Premier will 
go out into the countrY and say anvthing to 
tlecc'ive the people. .. .. 

Hon. J. M. HuXTER: Speak one way and 
vot" the other. 

::Hr. CORSER: I have not been con­
taminated yet, I was going to ~ay, b:-' sitting 
next to t~e Minister, but I notice that the 
Minie.ter for Lands is sitting there. (Laugh­
t<"r.) I notice that the Gov"rmnent appear 
to be taking some sugge,)tions that v.rere 
made to them by the Upper House on the 
last occasion, because I find that it is not a 
Shte S~eel and Iron Works Bill they pro­
pore to mtroduce. It is recommPnded that-

" stops be taken to e .. tablish a State· 
iron·>'mclting plant capable of producing 
pig-iron commercially." 

Now, there is a big difference in that. \Ve 
advocJtPd, the Upper House advoca.ted and 
urged, the establishment of works for the 
production of pig-iron. All we suggested 
was the <:leletion of the provision for the 
establishment of st<eel works, because it would 
require millions of money and yens of ex­
perience. So a limit of £100,000 or £200,000, 
as the case may be. was pro.-idod as the cost 
for on" year, to enable it to be started. The 
Government would not accept the amend­
ment.. her mee they said th0y would not be 
able to pstablish ironworks without unlimited 
funds. They threw the Bill out, and they 
have done nothing. 

Mr. MArART>rEY: They said thev were going 
to do it without the Bill. " 

Mr. CORSER: Th<'v have don~ nothin!!' 
but test a few tons of ore that was tested 
by private enterprise long before the Govern­
ment thourrht of it. That is not the reason 
whv the Government throw ont the Bill. 
Th;tt State Iron and Steel Works Bill pro­
vide.1 also for thP C'ommandeering of other 
indwtrics that might deal with iron-ships, 
Walkers Limited, any of your hardware 
O'·tablishmonts. The whole of the iron indus­
trv was likelv to be commandeered-seized 
by the State~had that Bill pas"ed through; 

and because it was amended they throw it 
out ratlwr than establish pig-iron works. 
~ow, after the elections, they come along 
with a suggestion that they are going to 
reintroduce it. 

:Mr. l\1ACARTXEY: Thinking about it. 
Hon. J. M. HuxTER: Meanwhile, we are 

1naking it. 
c\1r. UORSER: The hon. member must 

know that only fifty bags or 50 to:'-s of ore 
wont through. That was an expel'lment. I 
··aw it 6oing and it went just during election 
time so that the electors could say, " Look at 
what the Government are doing; they have 
In a \.le a star~." They put it in a fur:aacc and 
blew it up-so that they could tell the people 
thev were carting on it \Yithout their Steel 
and Iron \Vmks Bill. 

Hon. J. :;y1. HrNTER: Blew up the Oppo­
sition. 

::vlr. CORSER: :Maybe; but it will come 
down aaain, I can af>,urc you. \Vc also find 
thP t so~ne provi ~ion is made for the con­
tinued trial at Roma for mineral oil, and 
they arc getting to the depth at which they 
hope to find gas. 

Hon. ,J. M. H FXTF.R : The:' have got to a 
,hallower de-pth than you and Vowles. 

Mr. CORSEH: \Yell, they got a lot o£ it 
from you. 

The DEP1JTY SPEAKER: Order ! 
Mr. CORSER: It will be a valuable asset 

if we' can find oil there. It may be well to 
look iuto the historv of oil-boring in Aus­
tralia and take into account the number 
of ti~es that some little thing has occurred 
h prcveut our obtaining what we want. \Ve 
had oil there-or gas. Something happened. 
The casing went down or the gas caught 
fi•·o and before it was put out a great deal 
of damage was done. It is to be hoped that 
if tlH' Governm<mt strike it again every care 
will be taken. Something seems to st. .. nd in 
the wa v of our finding this ver,- fine corn­
r 1odity "which would be eo useful to Queens­
land. 

The Government also made the Go.-ernor 
cav these things-no wonder he did not want 
" 'crowd to listnn to him-

" These awards and agreements have 
had the effect of placing the remunera­
tion of public servants o~ a mo~e equi~­
able basis and of greatly 1mprovmg the1r 
general ~onditions. ..A.s a consequence, 
the sc•rvice is much more contented now 
than it ever was before." 

That is a >tatement they make with their 
tongues in their cheeks, and I suppose that 
when the statement was made in the other 
Chamber, even the late Minister for Lands 
could not help smiling. 

Hon. J. M. HFNTER: I was not khere to 
h~ar it. (Laughter.) 

~>il'. CORSER: Our State servioo ha~ 
neyer been so unsettled as it is at the 
present time. The members of the service 
are on their hind legs, and sayim< all sorts 
of things about the way they have been 
treated bv the Government, and asking for 
consideration. Thero is a very big probler_n 
facing the Government as far as the public 
·et·vice is concerned. It is not a fair thing 
to give one bra.nch of the service incr':as~s 
whirh other branches do not get, and It. IS 
hif(h time that th0 service bucked about such 
administration. The Government should 
recognise the disabilities under which some 
public servants are working, and should take 

Mr. Corser.J 
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the Opposition into their confidence, because 
the Opposition, v, ith the experience they have 
had, might be able to do_ a lot ~o assist t_hat 
section of the commumty whteh reqUires 
as::i.:;tancc. 

The TREAS1:RER : You deferred the auto­
matic increases and we paid them. 

Mr. CORSER: But we provided the funds 
which enabled the present Government to pay 
those incrPascs, and we promised to pay 
them, provi?cd the money was in the Trea­
sury. I nohce also that the Government are 
mukiLg a F:,reat blow about '':hat they are 
doing for the farmers in establishing a pro­
duf'C agencv businesf~. The measure providing 
for the establishment of that agency was 
pw sc•cl with the aid ?f the Opposition, and 
with amendments \d11ch they proposed. but 
which had to be inserted in the other House. 

Hon. J. lVI. HeNTER: Those are the only 
bad things in the Act. 

Mr. CORSER : The Act makes provision 
for the Government carrying on produce 
agencic.s. and the Secretary .. for .\griculture 
admitted as is shown by "Hansard," that 
the Govm:nment were very loth to do anything 
to the detriment of co-operative enterprise, 
but were bound by th0ir policy speech to do 
it. I sincerely hope that during this se"ion 
we shall have an opportunity, as an Opposi­
tion, of getting some suggestions embodied 
in Bills. Very rarely did the present 
Government accept an amendn;ent from this 
side of the House during the past three years. 
The Opposition have- intelligence with regard 
to the matters submitted to the House, and 
ther<' is no reason why their sug'l'estions 
should not receive consideration. It is inter­
esting to note that, during the past thr2c 
years, not on a single occasion did a rnember 
supporting the Government vote with the 
Opposition. 

Hon. J. M. HnKTER: That is a dreadful 
reflection on the OppoPition. 

l\!r. CORSER: It is not a dreadful reflec­
tion on the Opposition, but it is a reflection 
on the Government and their supporters. 

QuPhtion put. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES (Bulimba): I have 
had the opportunity on many occasions of 
being present in this House 'Yhen the Address 
in Reply h· s been under consideration, and 
I confess that I hase never at anv time 
seen such discourtesy as has been sho,;.n this 
afternoon by members of the Government 
party in not replying to the leaders of the 
Opposition and other rn<'mhJro on this ride 
who have spoken in this debate. Such con­
duct indicates that the argum0nts which ha,ve 
been used bv mcmb<'rs cm this side of the 
House c'lnnot be answered bv members 
oppo'·ite. and that is one of the ~easons why 
we have had no Government member follow­
iHg hon. members who have spoken. I am 
inclined to think that after I have fi·1ishcd to­
night some mcmb<'r opposite will be anxious 
to get up a,nd repl:>' to some of the things 
I am going to >av, for I am going to hit 
right out from the shoulder. Personally, I 
was not prepared to speak to-night. but 
rnthcr than allow the question to go through 
I am determined to haYe something to say 
in connection with the affairs of the State. 
I h0;·rd thee Trea·,,urcr interject, in regard to 
the amount of money that was paid to the 
public servants just about the time we went 
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out of office, that the present Government got 
the monev and not the late Government. 

The TRi~Sl:RER: I said you deferred payiJ:~g 
the automatic increases, and that we pard 
them. 

HoN. W. H. BAR:'\ES: The hon. gentle­
man is correct in saying that we deferre_d 
pa•:ing the automatic increase3, but he IS 

not correct when he tries to draw a red 
herrino- across the trail. I shall quote from 
" Han~ard " to show that it was the financing 
of the late Government which enabled the 
pn- cent Government to pay those increases, 
and that thev would have been paid if the 
late Governr'Uent had remained in office. 
No doubt the hon. gentleman has perused 
the corrc,,pondcnce on this subject >vhich is 
in the Treasurv The then Under Secretary 
to the Tre'lsur:Y drew attention to the state 
of the finances at the end of that year, and 
propo"•d cert.,in things which I a~ Treasurer 
did not asree with, and I replrcd to Mr. 
Fowles that it was only apparent towards ~he 
end of the financial year that we were gomg 
to be in a po,ition to pa:: those increas':s­
What would have happened if we had paid 
the increases at that particular time. which 
was the eve of an ekdion? Though the 
money was then in sight. if we had said 
we wer•? going to pa:: those increas~s we 
should have been charged, and very Justly, 
with seeking to buy the voters, especially 
the vot'lrs in the public service. l'tfore recent 
events heve proved that there have been 
some gentlemen in public positions. and sit­
ting on the Treasun· bench, who have not 
ba-d such delicate feelings in regard to 
matters of that kind. I shall quote from 
page 1273 of " Hansard " for 1914-

" Hon. members in perusing the Esti­
mates will notice that no increases are 
provi<led for anv officers of the State; 
but whilst this ·is so, I am pleas~d to 
inform hon. members that no reductions 
have been made in salaries. (Hear. 
hear!) Before the war broke out it had 
lY<'n arramred that the usual automatic 
incren,ses ;hould be given, whilst all 
branches of the s0rvice would, in all 
probability_ have obtained increases. In 
connection with the Railwavs and Edu­
cation Departments, some "consider!'ble 
improvements in salary had been decided 
upon. The eff<>et of the war on our 
finarlces made it imperative that the 
Government's intentions in this direction 
be abandoned ; those interested will, 
therdore. have to await R- more favour­
able opportunity. I de•ir0, howeve1·, _to 
inform hen. membets that, should crr­
cnm,tancu·. warrant it, the daims of all 
offi~crs conc('tned 'vill be at once dealt 
with. (Hear, hear !) " 

The TREASURER : They were not paid. 
Hon. W. H. B.\RNES: Let me remind 

hon. members that as a result of our careful 
financing, they W('re paid. and it was the 
only time since this Government has been 

· in office that they had a surplus. 
[9.30 p.m.] That surplus was arrange-cl and 

ptovidcd for them during the 
eleven months of the financial vear that we 
wrrP in officP. and it WaS the only time that 
the hon. gentleman had a surplus since he 
ha; been in office. 

The TREASPRER: No. 
HoN. W. H. BARNES: I apologise to the 

hon. member. There was a paper surplus 
on one other occasion. But they were faked 
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figures, and the Auditor-General drew atten­
tion to the fact that certain accounts had 
accrued in connection with the Railway 
Department that had been held back in 
order to produce a surplus. 

The TREASURER : Because the acquitted 
vouchers had not reached the Treasury. 

HoN. W. H. BARNE::l: The hon. gentle­
man does not like what is the absolute 
truth. Anyone can produce a surplus on 
those lines. Let me say that it is the only 
surplus which was produced by hon gentle­
men opposite since they have been on the 
'l'reasury benches. I shall be compelled in 
my speech to-night to make remarks that 
are not very condensed, but I am going to 
have my say. I want first of all to deal 
with a matter of deep interest to my electors. 
I refer no·'" to the deputation which waited 
upon the Hon. the Minister for Public Lands, 
i\lr. Hunter, in connection with the State 
butcher's shop at \Vynnum. It was amusing 
to find the way in which the Minister who 
received that deputation tried to dodge the 
whole business. Prior to the elections certain 
things were done in connection with the 
Bulimba electorate to try to get the votes 
of those particular electors. One of the 
things that was done was done in a great 
hurry. I believe that if the records were 
looked up it would be found that in order 
to get the butcher's shop established in Haw­
thorne just in time for the election they had 
a considerable amount of overtime to pay to 
workers. It was stated in \Vynnum, " If you 
do not return a man of the r1ght brand, your 
butcher's shop will be taken away from 
you."' Some of the writers to the "Daily 
Standard" have been drawing attention to 
it, and they stated : "If you are making it 
hot for those who voted National, you are 
also making it hot for the other fellow." 
But, apparently, the idea of public morality 
on the part of the Mini,ter for Lands in 
that conm·ction does not matter one bit. 
It seems to me that it is only in keeping 
with what the Government have been doing 
ever since they ha;-e been in office. It does 
not matter a straw what they do so long as 
in some way they get the benefit. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: The 
late :::11inister for Lands is as honest as any 
rnan. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: I am not saying 
anything about his honesty, but I was refer­
ring to his political deviou' ways in connec­
tion with the State meat shops. I believe 
that 1.:vlv•n the answers {tfe given on 'Itu-.:·,:·d:::ty 
next to the queotions which I asked to-day, it 
will be found that the proposal with regard 
to the State meat shops was all fireworks. 
Tlw ]l"' "ises were leased for three years, yet 
one of the arguments used in connection with 
the matter was that it was not a suitable 
shop. It is most marvellous that they did not 
disc•Jver that it was not suitable before they 
commenced business there. It was found not 
to he suitable when a man "as returned for 
Bulimha b:v a large number of Labour­
::\fntional voters, and that that man did not 
hove the right brand on him. That was o~JC 
of the wa: s of pun if hing the people there. 
Thev were told that they were going to be 
put across the Government's knee noliticallv 
arr1 ~iv0n a whacking. So the JrOposal ~.va~ 
made to remo,-c the State meat shop. The 
Hon. Mini·ter for Public Lands, Mr. Hunter, 
ww,tcd to Gnd out Pxactly my own view with 
r<'e"orcl to it. hut I we.s able to meet him 
there. I would not give him any satisfaction. 

The Minister descended to that before a depu. 
tation of respectable men. It ·does not follow 
that when a member of Parliament takes a 
deputation to a Minister that he is going to 
agree in every detail with what the deputa­
tion put forward, and that is no reason why 
h<> is to be ero~.s-questioned about his own 
attitude in regard to it. The late Minister 
for Public. Lan:<fs prostituted his position on 
that occasion m regard to the attitude he 
adopted towards that deputation of working 
men who were interested in that meat shop. 
It seems to me that when a Government will 
descend to th • .,.t sort of thing there is some­
thing wrong in the political life of Queens­
land. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: Did you 
ever ask a member who submitted a matter 
for your consideration whilst you were a 
Mini~ter, as to what his opinion about the 
question was? 

HoN. W. H. BAR::\fES: I never tried to 
bait any member, and I never tried to bait 
the present Mini~t~r for Public Lands, be­
ca~se I do not tmnk he would adopt that 
att1tude towards any deputation. 

IIoKOCR.\BLE :YIE~IBERS : Hear, hear ! 

HoN. W. H. BARNES : My own idea is 
that the whole thing was what you might 
call a thnttrical act on the part of the Go­
vernment. They wanted to see if thev coLt!d 
get at the new member for Bulimba, and 
they w-:nted to get an expression of opinion 
from. hm>. but they failed hopeles,ly. Tbe 
public of Queensland will admit that I was 
good enough for the Vice-President of the 
J<;xecutive Council, :Mr. Hunter, on that occa­
sion. 

The TRE~S'!RER : .~re you prepared to give 
us your opinion on 1t now? 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: I am quite as 
capable of holding up my own end of the 
stick as the Treasurer is, and he will find 
that out before I have done to-night. I 
might tell him that I am going to take off 
the gloves to-night. 

GovERN:Il:EKT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! and 
laughter. 

HoN. W. H. BAR::"JES: I am going to 
refer to certain things which have been tried 
to be glossed over by a certain section of the 
community. I am going to hit right out to­
night, whatever the consequence' may be. 
(Hear, hear!) I notice in the Speech th'1t 
there are patriotic references. My word, the 
patriotic references have been slow in coming, 
and they have been very much like what has 
been the attitude of many of the Ministers-I 
don't say all of them. There have been not­
able exceptions, hut many of the Ministers 
have absolutely abshined from giving one 
word of welcome to the bovs who have been 
fighting OU" battke at the front. They have 
hidden behind somd.hing-have been afraid 
to come out from under cover in order to wel­
come the men who have been fighting the 
battk' of the Empire. 

The TREASURER : There has been a Minieter 
nrc·sent every time the soldiers returned. 
That is -different to what they do in the other 
Sif'tes. 

HoN. W. H. BAR::"JES: The hon. gentle­
man may he perfedh· rig-ht in saying that. 
But I would remind him thot th0re are some 
other Ministers who have clodg-"d these meet­
ings, and tried to get out of the business. 

Hon. W. H. Barnes.l 
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Th~y have dodged them in other ways, and 
I will tell you how before I have finished. 

The TREASURER: The ::\1inistcrs in Victoria 
and New South Wales never meet the rl'· 
turned soldiers. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: Surely we arc not 
going to follow what the Ministers in New 
So nth W<tles and Victoria do! I take it that 
when n1en aro britve enough and game 
enough to fight for ue, then it is up to the 
men who applaud from the plat'orm to go 
and meet them when thev return. There 
has bN•n too mneh of clapping fellow3 on the 
back when they h•we gone away and leaving 
thern to their O'-\'ll resourrPs "\-Yhen they get 
lmck, just as ,. e find the Millif'"er for Eduu 
Lion is gnunbling over the expenditure of a 
little money in connection with the Soldies' 
Indu'' rittl Institute. I met a soldier the 
oth,•r da.v~<> tnt·de unionist, tco~and I found 
that he had taken off his vr•rv badge. H~ 
did it hecouse he said he could. not g'et work 
with his hadge on; that r-cople would nc•t 
<'mploy him. 

The TREASrRER : 'What were the private 
empJo~·ers doing? 

Ho:-;. W. H. BARNES: My private ad­
vice to him was that every man should keep 
hie badg-e on. 

The TREASl:RER: ·what were the private 
employers doing? 

HoN. W. H. BARNES : The Government 
at lea•3t have not shown the way in that 
regard. 

The TREAScRER: Yes, they have. 

HoN. \V. H. BARNES: They have not 
shown the way to private employers, and 
yet we find here a Speech that pre·mmably 
is loyal, put into the hands of His Excel­
lency the Governor, and I want to a;,k: 
Ha·. a change c.Jme over some of thn hon. 
'1wmbers on the opposite side? \Yhy, there 
have been sitting on the front Treasury 
bench to-night and to-day men who publicly 
stated that England was the home of cant 
and humbug, and that if men were sent home 
from here they wore going to be sent home 
not to fight the nation's battle in France 
and in Flanders, but they were going some· 
where else to fight someone else. And let 
me remind hon. members that those members 
have never withdrawn one of those state­
ments. J\1y remarks do not apply to every 
member of the Cabinet, but there are mem­
bers of the Cabinet who ha.ve broken their 
oath of office, and they have done the mean 
and < ontemptible thing by the Empire of 
which we form a part; and I do not hesitat0, 
in speaking of it, to say that no man-I do 
not care who he is-is fit to occupy a. posi­
tion of that kind until he makes good any 
statements he has made with reg-ard to the 
Empire and with regard to recniiting. 

Hon. W. N. GrLLIES: That settles it, if you 
say so. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: There is no hon. 
member Fitting on the other side who can 
refnte the statements I have made in that 
direction. 

The TREASL:RER : Y on do not know what 
you are talking about. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: Would not the 
hon. member like to be able to ·draw a veil 
over those utterances which appeared in 
quite a number of papers? 

The TREASL:RER: WhDt did th.; people of 
Queensland say on the 16th March? 

[Hon. W. H. Barnes. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: I will tell the 
hon. member what the people said. I am 
glad the hon. member has given me this 
opportunity. \Ye heard the hon. member 
who moved the Address in Reply. I take this 
opportunity of congratulating him on his 
sr-- 'cch. We heard that hon. m;cmber speaking 
about the vote. Shall I tell you how that 
vote was got? In my fllectorate an old 
cartoon which came from the Government 
Printing Office-was printed there~and I 
think I am right in saying it had the Trea­
surer's name on it~it had at one period­
was distributed showing m::self hand in hand 
with the Kaiser with regard to certain 
dmdges,. Instructions were issued by the 
Government, " \Vhatever you do, only let 
that purticulu cartoon get into the l3ulimba 
electorate. 'Whatever you do, keep it away 
from the Logan. \Vhcrever there are any 
German electors keep it away, because it is 
going to do us a great deal of harm. \V e 
want on the one hand to trv and show that 
we a ro extreme loyalists, a;1d on the other 
hand we want to fondle and nurc .. e to our 
bosom the German constituents ; to make 
them believe that we are their friends and 
no one ('he." l\Tow, th~ hon. Incmb0r v,-ants 
to know how they got there. I will tPll him. 
I am not here to say that all men of German 
Laticnality are disloyaL I am not going to 
make that absurd statc•ment. Manv of them 
are just as !oval as I am, but I an1 going to 
tell hon. me'cnbcrs opr>Dsite how they got 
there-by banding together with the I. W. W. 
(Government laughter.) 

A GOVERNMENT ME:IIBER : The Sinn Feiners. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: Yes, the disloyal­
ists of the community and the Sinn Feiners, 
<'tc. Eve~y body they could get hold of ~n 
that particular regard they nursed to t~mr 
bosom,;, and to-day we may say the Cabmet 
and members on the opposite side are repre­
sentatives of the disloyalists in the com­
munity. 

The 'l'REAScRER: A very thin statement. 
HoN. W. H. BARNES: It may be a thin 

statement, but it is a very true statement, 
and one that the hon. gentleman does not 
like. 

The TREASURER: Billy Hughcs worked that 
out last year. 

Mr. KIRWAN: Do von mean to state that 
a majority o: the po.ople of Qucemland are 
disloyal? 
Ho~. W. H. BARNES: I think I can 

say, tco, that at the pres mt mPment the 
hon. m0n1br'r btll;\ got into a tight corner, 
because I find his m JStNs are speaking, 
judging by the "Standard." I '''J.s talking 
about the que,tion of ]oyalty, but his masters 
are spcakin7, as I find in the " Standard" 
report this evening. It says certain resolu· 
tions were carried at a meeting held :.-ester­
day, and the,v read "'" follows:-

" 1. That, inasmuch that the workers 
provide the blood a.nd trcasnrc to wage 
and pay for all wa,·s, war is alwavs the 
enPmy of the workers of every land. 

"2. That we, the workers, always lose 
in everv wor no matter which s;dc to the 
quarrel wins. 

"3. That, therefore, the sole intPrest 
of th0 work0rs of all countries lies in 
stopping the preo-mt war. 

"4. That we demand, therefore, that 
the E'11pire, of "hi rh Amtralia is part, 
shall at once endeavour to secure an 
armistice upon all fronts with a. view to 
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opening immediately negotiations for 
peace on the basis oi ' no indemnitios and 
no :-\nncxa tions.' 

"5. That we declare it our sincere 
beliof that anv wcmber of the Labour 
movement in this State, whether attached 
to the parliamentary, political, or indus­
trial wing of the movement, who appears 
upon the recruiting platform or in any 
other way does any other act involving 
any further participation in the war by 
Australia, fails to correctly interpret the 
views of the workers upon this question, 
and displayo lamentable ignorance of the 
fundamental principles of the working­
cla-::;s 1novement.'' 

It shows that if an dtempt is made to 
move along a certain ·direction the outside 
whip th:,t control, this Houce, as far as the 
GO\ •'rnm.ent side is concerned, is immediately 
brought mto operation. 

It is the duty of every party, whatever 
their name may be, to provide for the needs 
of t.lw commur:ity and c•.pecially the needs 
of the we akcst m the community. 

I hope, in connection with the CitY of 
Brisbane Bill, to which reference has "been 
made in the Speech, that provi·;ion will be 
made for dealing with some of the needs of 
t:.e city and suburbs as far as housing is 
concerned. I <lo not hesitate to say that 
there are buildin·;s in certain districts which 
are a <:liegrace to the people who erected 
them and who are getting rentals out of 
them. There is no chance for child li:e to 
develop under "nch ccnditions, and I cer­
tainly think proYision ohould be made­
especially where we huYe fairly large areas 
of land in the suburbs-for not allowing 
lands to be cut up in, say, less than 32-perch 
lots. I believe 16 perchn are not sufficient 
in this country for o.nyone to build a home 
on. 

Hon. vV. X. G!LLIES: \Vhen did YOU arriYe 
at that conclusion? " 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: I ha Ye advocated 
that policy for years, and I have never 
deviated from it. and I appeal to hon. 
members to t::tke some action in this direction. 
Only a very short ·distance from where I am 
•peaking there are buildings which, if they 
·were not occupied by any children, would be 
all the better if a firc"tick were applied to 
them. They ought to be burned to the 
gr~mnd .. If they were, it would be a good 
thmg for the community. 

Mr. LLOYD: Are they insured in the State 
Insurance Office? (Laughter.) 

HoN. W. H. BARNES : I do not know. 
They may be insured there, but all the 
same I do not hesitate to sav that that is 
what should be done to those 'buildings. 

Having said that, I want to direct the atten­
tion of the House to the fact that, whilst 
there is great anxiety on the part of the 
Government to get votes, that anxiety does 
not manifest itself in other directions. For 
iil'·tanee, we have an asdum for the in•.ane 
at Goodna. Some th;·ee years ago the 
laundry at that asylum was burned down 
During the election campaign someone said, 
"Ah, but it makes no difference, because they 
have no votes." "-'ly reply was that I thought 
there were vuffici ent people outside that 
inotitution who, perhaps, were not capable 
of exercising the franchise properly without 
adding to their number by giving votes to 

the people inside the institution. But the 
fact remains that the Government, who are 
supposed to have bowels of compassion to­
w&rdc those whose needs are the greatest, 
apparently bec,mse those people have no 
vote•,, are prepared to allow that laundry 
to remain in the same position for three 
years. 

The TREASURER: I think we have spent 
£50,000 on the hospitals for the insane during 
the last three years. 

HoN. IV. H. BARXES: And what did the 
previous Government spend on those asylums 
during the same period? They were not 
behind in that re·s-ard. 

It is absolutely necessary that the State 
should :.>upplement the provision it is making 
for the returned men who have been at the 
front. It seems to me that there is a 
wcakncss-I am not blaming the Government 
in this regard-in connection with the assist­
ance that is being given to the wives and 
children who have lost their breadwinners 
at the front. Let me illustrate wh 't I moan. 
Onlv this week two wives have come to me, 
one" with a little child about one vear and 
five months old. The woman was '~'cak and 
sickly, and practically quite unable to con­
tinue to battle for herself without rec:Giving 
more as,istance than she is getting to-day. 
Then there are women with girls of fifteen 
m sixteen years of age and others who are 
coming 011. The StatP should wake up and 
make prm-ision :or helping women of that 
kind with a view to giving their children a 
ctart in the community as some recompense 
for what they have suffered for the Empire. 

The TBF;\R'CRER: We voted £130.000 last 
year for State children where you only voted 
£70,000. 

Hox. IV. H. BAR:'\:ES: It may happpen 
that there are more orphans to-day than 
there were ,·hen we were in office. But, 
granting that the GoYernmont voted £130,000, 
that is no n,a,.on why thett sum should be the 
Alpha and Omf'·ga in the businecs. 

The TREASl::RER : IV c do not say so. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: I scy emphatically 
ham this side of the House that there is a 
responsibility resting upon us to make pro­
vision for those who are least able to help 
themselves, and -.,·e should not hesitate to 
deal with the matter. 

The hon. member for Logan made some 
romme;,t with reference to finance. If I 
followed the hon. member correctly, he 
blamed thoce in another place for not pass­
ing certain financial measures of the Govern­
ment for the probable deficiency >Yith which 
the Treasurer is faced on 30th June next. 
Xow, I want to ask the Treasurer if it is 
not a fact that. so far as he can foresee, the 
income tax and land tax are likely to yield 
as much as the hon. gentleman expected to 
realise from the mea.ures to which I have 
alluded. 

The TREASt:RER: My estimate may be real­
ised, but I estimated a deficit of £495,000. 

HoN. IY. H. BARNES: The hon. gentle, 
man is sidestepping. As a matter of fact, 
he put down a certain estim,ate, plus what 
he expected to get from increased taxation. 

The TRFI.\St:RER: Not at all. In addition to 
my Estimates, I stated that, if the financial 
proposals of the Government went through, 
I expected to get another £500,000. 

Hon. W. H. Ban~es.] 
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HoN. W. H. BARNES: I want to ask the 
hon. gentleman if he is not going to get 
pretty well that amount, although his finan­
cial proposals were not passed. The point 
I wish to make is that any deficit there may 
be i: nut brought about through any failure 
on the part of the Lcgis!.ative Council to pass 
those measures. I think I am safe in saying 
that it is brought about by recklessness on 
the part of the Government. 

The TREASUREll: No; by unavoidable ex· 
pcnditure. 

Ho>r. W. H. BARNES: It is easy to put 
it down to unavoiuable expenditure. vVe all 
know there has b< ?n avoidable expenditure 
in the direction of what may be called 
speculative enterpri~es. 

The TRfAsrmm: That is debiteu to the 
trust funds. 

Ho>r. W. H. BARNES: Some of it is 
dcbit,,d to the trust funds, and perhaps the 
hon. gentleman will like me to tell him what 
I think about the trust funds. But I do not 
t'rir.k it would be wise, from my place in the 
House to-night, to tell him what I think 
0n that 'ubject. I think the hon. gentleman 
would like it to stop at that. 

The TREAScllER: You will have ample 
opportunity later on. 

Ho>r. W. l-J. BARKES: Let me say at 
once that &ny man ho stood up in this 
IIou>o at the prc•,ent time :md disulosed the 
actual state of the tru:.t funds would not be 
doing !he Government a kinuncss. 

The 'l:REASl:REll : You would find them a 
lot better th~n you left them. 

' Ho!-<. W. H. BARNES: No. I have fol-
lowed them very clo,ely, and I have noticed 
that there has been a good deal of what 
you might call bookkeLping in connection 
with the trust funds-openinv, fresh accounts 
and making the tru,t funds improve by that 
method. I have followed the matter closely, 
even though I have not been in Parliament, 
and I know 0xactly what has been going on. 

The TREASTTRER: We liquidated £50,000 
worth of bad debts that you left us. 

HoN. W. H. B_\RNES: No; we left the 
hon. gentleman with a big sum in absolute 
gold. There was £350,000 in gold in the 
Treasury when we left office. 

The TREASURER: Eating its head off. We 
shovelled it out. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: My word, yes; and 
the hon. gentlema.n will shovel and shovel 
until he lc:Ives the State absolutely stranded. 
That io his policy. 

The TREASrREll: You had £150,000 in gold 
and thirty-five policemen looking after it. 

Ho>r. W. H. BARNES: The hon. gentle­
man ma~· want to know why that gold was 
there. ·well, the Federal Government at one 
time said that if we found a certain sum 
in gol:l they would find us notes representing 
four t1mes that amount. 

The TREASURER : They did not carry that 
out. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: That gold was in­
tondcd to prevent anything like general un­
employment in the State. 

The TREAST'REll: And you blame us for 
getting rid of it. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: I am quite sure 
there is no need to say anything on those 
Iincs. The Treasurer has piled on taxation 
at every point, and he so arranged things 

[Hon. W. H. Barnes. 

that Queensland is about the most heavily 
taxed State of the whole in the Common­
wealth at present. 

The TREASURER: It is not the heaviest 
taxed. There is a much stiffer income tax in 
New South Wales. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: The hen. member 
knows that Queensland is about the heaviest 
t1Xcd State in the Commonwealth as far as 
State taxation is concerned. It seems, from 
what one reads in the Speech, that probably 
they arG coming dm,·n with another increased 
tax in order to go in for some more of 

these very doubtful entGrprises of 
[10 p.m.] theirs which, some day, will 

haYe to be paid for. \Ye know 
what has happened in some of those enter­
prises. C'attle have been bought with deben­
tures; and, unless thG papers do not tell 
the truth, :,ome of the stock have been 
brought down to Enoggera and sold. Not 
sent down to the meatworks, mark you, 
where prices were low, but sold at Enoggera 
at the highe:,t possible price, and I assume 
that the money has gone into the con­
solidated revenue. 

The PRE)1IER: Is not that the way to ko'lp 
thG market reasonable? 

Ho>r. \Y. H. BARNES: Ma'· I say, in 
answer to the Premier, that his lust for gold 
a.nci his needs from a Government point of 
view, sug;::-est that they have to scrape up 
everything they _possibly can to get money in 
order to replemsh the Treasury. 

The PHE)IIEll: The hon. member under­
e,timates the public intelligence when ho 
talk:: like that. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: The Premier is 
feeling a bit Bore. I notice, in looking 
through the Auditor-General's report, that he 
did something else. He said, "We are not 
going to let any cattle go out of Queensland; 
W<' are going to protect the consumer; but 
if we do let them go out, if you please we 
will just take 10s. per head." A most evasive 
way of putting an extra tax on without 
·'p)waring to get it on, and thB Auditor­
General's renort shows that though an 
arnngement was made for a refund when the 
cattlG ·came back, verv few 0ame back. The 
hon. member did not want them to come 
back; he wanted the amount. 

Tho PRE}riER : That amount is held in 
trust. 

HoN. \V. H. BAR?\JES: The hon. gentle­
Jnan ha" tried jn n1any ways to so arrange 
things that therE' will be no doubt that the 
financial side, as far as he is concerned, should 
be amply protected. Might I rlraw atten­
tion to the fact that the expenditure to the 
end of March of this financial year had 
exceedNl th0 roYenno bv £494,940, and that 
we are £75.000 worse off than for the same 
period last c·ear. \Vo have g-one to the bad 
on revenue account about £152.710, and of 
i he interest on the nub lie debt, which the 
hon. member, in his s'·::ttP'Tlent. estimatPd 
at £2,433.463. only £1,615.000 approximately 
so far has been naid, so that it E:OOn1s to InP 

that there arc indications that at the end 
of the financial year there is going to bA a 
JWPttv big- deficit in connection with the 
fin a nccs of the State. 

The Tm:.ISURER: Just what we anticipated 
last year. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: The hon. member 
,,ays he anticipatrd this last year, but I want 
to bring him back to thiR point. that though 
he may have anticipated it last yGar he is 
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likely to recei>:e from the taxation existent, 
and \vhich was not increa·,ed. just as much 
money as 11e expected from the present taxa­
tion and the new taxation had it been paosed. 

The TREASL"RER : You are forming an 
erroneous opinion. 

HoK. \Y. H. BARKES: I am quite sure 
that when particulars are shown on 30th 
June this year I "'ill not be far out. Let me 
say that finance is the very rock on which 
everv State must be built. The railwavs can­
not be constructed, the State enterprises can­
not be continued, unless finance is strong, 
and the hon. member will agree with me 
that if we are not able to continue as the 
result of the breakdown of finance, there 
comes in its wake di-missal and all the rest 
of it, and that is no good for the country.· 

Tho SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC lNSTRcTTION : 
Do vou know that there is a war on? 
(Government laughter.) 

HoN. W. H. BAR:\ES: Ye', and I know 
that there is a venc serious war on in con­
nection with the Returned Soldiers' Indus­
trial Institute, and that is verv near home. 
I hope the hon. mcmbet will yield partly to 
lady government in that regard. and do his 
dnt'; bv the soldiers in connection with the 
Indtrstri<J.I Institute'. Hmvever, I have :;iclr•­
tracked. I belieYe that the GoYernment are 
absolutely obli ,-ions to the need of nursing 
to the fulle.ot extent the finances of the State. 
The :Ylinister for Education said that there is 
a war on. That is one of the reasons wh" 
care -should be exerci"ed. but the Gm·ern­
ment haYe not exercised thai care. 

The SECP.ETARY FOR PcBLIC IxsTRccTIOx: 
:\ly word. the-. haY<' ~ 

Hox. W. H. BAR:\LS: It is bad enough 
for the State to-da,-, but if the hon. mem­
ber's ideas had been carried out it would 
ha Ye be cen most disastrous to the community. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IxSTEUCTIO::<;: 
\Ye managed it much better than you could 
haYe done. Ther,, would have been wide­
spread poverty if your Government had been 
1n power. 

Ho:-;. W. H. BARXES : I did not know 
the hon. member could pat himself so well 
on the back; we would not regard him as 
being a very great 0xpert on finance. 

The SECEETARY FOR PUBLIC IXSTRUCTIOX : 
I have had 0xp0rience of your finance. 

At ten minutes past 10 o'clock p.m., 
The SPEAKER resumed the chair. 
Hox. W. H. BARJ'\ES: For eleven years 

of the past Gm-ernuwnt progress was most 
marked, and there were credit b<J.lances every 
year. 

I notice there is a question with regard 
to a Bill being introduced haying to do with 
the electoral law"·· I \Yant to sav that the 
present boundarie•; of the electorates in the 
State of Queensland are absolutely unjust. 

::\Ir. FOLEY: They were created by your 
Governn1ent. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: !\et to be con­
tinued in the present form. The Bill we 
introduced made it possible to adjust the 
electorates from time to time. I appeal to 
many members who call themselves demo­
cratic. I always think preference should be 
given to the country districts. It is only 
right by reason of their being sparsely 
populated. But I \Vant to ask if it is a fair 
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thing that an electorate such as that of the 
Treasurer should have, I think, 1.000 electors, 
while another electorate l;ke Bulimba has 
11,500? 

:\Jr. FOLEY: How are yon going to remedy 
it? 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: By doing justice 
to the community-by introducing .a Bill 
which will readjust these glaring anomalies. 
It ought to be done; it is right that it should 
be done. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAK: \\' ould vou shift some of 
them from Bulimba up to Chillagoe? 

HoK. W. H. BARNES : I can assure you 
that they are quite satisfied with the district 
in which they are living. I want to do 
everything I possibly can in reference to 
that matter, and I want to appeal to the 
Minister and as1{ him, when he is dealing 
with this matter, if he will not recommend 
to the Government tho question of seeing 
that justice is done to important electorates 
like Bulimba, ,;·hich are certainly handi­
capped by not having the representation 
which they ought to have~ Is it democratic, 
is it fair, is it a proper principle that one 
electorate shoqld have approximately 1,800 
electors, and another approximately 11,500? 

Mr. FoLEY : \Vould you cut out some of 
the Northern electorate~~? 

HoN. W. H. BARKES: It is not a ques­
tion of cutting out, bqt a question of a 
democratic principle, and if hon. members 
live for a true democratic principle, surely 
they will not grudge doing the right and 
just thing for constituencies which are not 
properly represented at the present time. 

:\fr. FOLEY: Cut out the Northern con­
stituencies. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: No, we might lose 
the hon. member_ and that would be a dis­
tinct loss to this House. (Laughter). 

The PRE1IIER: It is only a pas•,ing phase. 
Ho:-;. W. H. BARNES: I want to close 

my remarks by saying that I take it that 
th>er0 may be a danger of overlooking what 
arG the larger things in connection with the 
t<\atc, and I venture to say that the policy 
which has been introduced is to some extent 
a policy which has overlooked the larger 
affairs of this State. I believe cverv mem­
ber here to-night will agree that the" respon­
sibilities resting upon us are tremendom. 
that they are such as would call upon every 
man-it does not matter on which side lv.• 
sits, \Vhether Government or Oppocition-!. ~> 
rrive of his very best for this great Sta.U" 
I think I am right in saying that there i. 
no State equal to this great and gloriov . 
St.<J.te of Queensland, and hence our respon­
sibilities are particularly great in moulding 
and directing its affairs. And might I sa~~ 
that I am afraid we have got down i"'· 
the narrow instead of the wide lookout rr. 
far as the State is concerned, and t!,<e' 
responsibility rests upon us, not to cat•·'" 
for any one industry, but to cater as ~· : 
as possible, as far as humanly possib1c. 
for evt>ry person in the community, and 
espedally for the weakest in the community. 

An HoNOURABLE ME~!BER: You did not 
say that when you were ove~ hue. 

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I did. and I prac­
tised it m·cry time. I say that we should 
cater f01· Pvery person in the community, 
especially for the weakest in the community, 
and by our just laws, and-might I say-by 
a·dministration which is above· reproach, by 
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administration at which the finger of scorn 
cannot be pointed, and by doing all other 
things which make for the uplifting of the 
State, it should be our duty in all our 
deliberations to aim to do what is great and 
best for this great State of Queensland. 

Question-That the Address in Reply be 
adopted-put and passed. 

SUPPLY. 

0PEKIXG oF CoM;IIITTEE. 

The PREMIER : I beg to move-
" That the House will, at its next 

sitting, resolve 1tself into a Committee of 
the Whole to consider the Sqpply to be 
granted to His Majesty." 

Question put and passed. 

WAYS A::\'D :MEANS. 

0PENIXG OF Cmr;nTTEE. 

The PREMIER: I beg to move-
" That the House will, at its next 

sitting, resolve itself into a Committee of 
the Whole to consider of Ways and 
Means for raising the Supply to be 
granted to His Majesty." 

Question put and passed. 

The House adjourned at twenty minutes 
past 10 o'clock p.m. 
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