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Adjournment. [28 MAY.] Governor's Opening Speech. 

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

WED}IESDAY, 29 MAY, 1918. 

Pursuant to adjournment, the PRESIDENT 
(Hon. W. Hamilton) took the chair shortly 
be.fore noon. 

'l'HE GOVERNOR'S OPENING SPEECH. 

At noon His Exc,ollency the Governor was 
announced by the Usher of the Black Rod, 
and was received by the President at the bar. 

The Council being sooted, a message was 
sent to the Assembly, informing the members 
of that House that His Excellency desired 
the presence of Mr. Speaker and hen. mem­
bers in the Council Chamber. The Assembly 
attended accordingly, and, being seated in 
the place reserved for them below the bar, 

His EXCELLENCY reoo the Opening 
Speech, as follows:-
" GENTLEMEN OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL AND 

OF THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY,-
" It gives me very great pleasure to meet 

you at the opening of this the !irst sessiOn of 
the t_wenty-first Parliament of Queensland. 

" I atn confident you will all share my 
regret that the terrible war which has now 
lasted nearly four years ha• not yet ended in 
an honourable and enduring peace. Our 
chief consolation is the certainty that Ger­
many's dream of universal dominion cannot 
be realised, and that the heroic and costly 
resistance which the Empire and its allies are 
offering to her lawless ambition will not have 
been in vain. 

" vV e would be more or less than human if 
we did not exult in the achievements of our 
brave Queenslandors •at the battle front, or 
remained unmoved by the accounts which 
have reached us of more than one impending 
reverse being turned into victory by their 
skill and daring. Such deeds, unfortunately, 
< .1nnot be performed without heavy loss to 
the doers, and the ever-increasing number of 
dead. and wounded among our valiant cham­
pions is a proof not only of their courage, 
but also of the dangers and difficulties they 
so cheerfully face. My adviser3 have already 
publicly expresl'od our appreciation of their 
'~'Pl<?ndid devotion and effective services to 
the great cause for which the free peoples of 
the world ure ricking their all. I am sure 
that my advisers, in thus expressing them­
selves. were only anticipatin() your wishes, 
and that the pride you feel m the exploits 
of our soldier·' is mingled with deep sorrow 
for those who have fallen and full sympathy 
for their bereaved relatives. 

" To the problem of making adequate pro· 
vision for the soldiers who rdurn to Queens­
land, my advisers are giving the very closest 
attention, and thev have already made satis­
f actorv ·arrangements for a considerable 
number of them. The work of settling on 
suitable Crown land such of them as havn r> 
turn for agriculture or its allied industries is 
ptoceeding satisfactorily. 

"Plans have been prepared for a State 
fruit canner:· to be established at Bulimba, 
and the necc'35Cary plant has been ordered. 

" Early in the year storms and floods, of 
unpr~cerlentl>d destructiveness, wrought great 
havoc in several of our Northern and Central 
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coastal towns. Innisfail, Babinda, Mackay, 
and Rockhampton were the chief sufferers 
by the calamity. My advisors promptlY did 
all that was possible to relieve the wide­
spread dictrces thus occasioned, and have 
since drawn up a suitable s-cheme· of restora­
tion and repair by which Government help 
and cr,dit will be available fOT the work of 
rc>building. 

"The State moat shops have thoroughly 
justified their existence, and applications a,·o 
being received from nearly ever.) part of tho 
State for the establishment of further 
bra,nchr'" J}!v advisers are now consi·derine: 
.a oomprdwn:'ve s~h<Ome for the supply and 
<listribution <I n •• cc:t t.J the whole State from 
the St.1t.e catt1e ·-tationc. 

"The Stato fish supply scheme has been 
l_aunche·rl. It so lar co1nprises a rc('8iving 
depot, centr :l market, cold •tons, smoke­
house, and retail shop. It is intended to 
organif,, the distribution of fish to the 
public, and to take the necBssary steps to 
ensure more regular supplies at rea·,.onable 
rrice.,. The Government hopes to have a 
travder operating shortly, and \vill sub­
sequently give attention to the practicability 
of establi'd1ing canning works and exporting 
preB.3rved fish to markets beyond the State. 

" My advisers are continuing their polic) 
of increasing facilities for land settlement, 
and with the l'C"•Ult that there is a -di~tinct 
increase in selections as compared with last 
year's record. Many selectors who held land 
as agricultural farms have brought their 
holdings under perpetual lease tenure. Cecil 
Plains Repurchased Estate, compri .. ing an 
area of 120,947 acres, has been surveyed into 
208 portions; about one-third of the estate 
(40,475 acres) has bc.,n set apart for soldier 
settlement, an-d the remainder will be opened 
fm· perpetual loa'e "election at an early date. 

" Crown tenants have been hampered in 
prickly-pear destruction by the high cost of 
poison, but it is believed that the steps taken 
by the Governn1t?nt to open an arsenic mine 
and est.:tblish a works for the production of 
ar· enic will remove this difficult_\'. 

" The Governm<mt has initiated a classi­
fication of the forest lands of the State with 
the view of determining what portions should 
be devoted to sylviculture. The investiga­
tion di3closes 11 shortage of forest rr Acrvation 
due to hurri cd pioneering, and the stage has 
been reached where less than 1 per cent. of 
Qucen,land is held for timber prcductio::, as 
against 20 to 25 per cent. in Europe. So 
impressed has the Government be0n with the 
gravity of the po•·,;tion, and the ner,essity for 
providing for the timber need, of a much 
increa,ed pupulatio11, that it is devoting 
very ee1·ious consideration to the forestry 
question. 

" The legislation for regulating the distri­
bution of cur farm products which was 
enacted in 1917 has been put into operation, 
and though it is too < .rJy yet to look for 
the full re -u!ts expected from it. there is 
already evidence that as the syshm becomes 
more ": le:v known and understood ib 
be:10fits to producer and consumer without 
the interference of an intermediar;: -,,ill fully 
justify its enactment 

" Though le.st season's sugar crop was the 
largest on record, mu(·h of it was lost to the 
State through the diRastrouo storms and 
floo-ds already mentioned. ::\'otwith,tanding 
this untoward circumstance, the Queensland 

sugar yield has been in exc.·ss_ of the Aus­
tralian ·demand. Tho Rq;ulatwn of Sugar 
Cane Prices Acts have produced such r211d­
justment of relations beh cen grower .and 
Inanufdctt~rer as n1ake<s their denli::tg~ l'f a 
more equ1table character than has hitherto 
been the case. 

" In consequence of action taken outcide 
the Stat-e, the position of our wheat-p~'O­
duc~'rs is anything but satisfactory, and, w1th 
the view of c0ping if poSJibk with th0 
adverse circunwtanccs which haYo ar.:.::.;en, it 
is in contempLtion to call at an early date 
a conferen~e of wheat-growers to discuss a 
,,ihwtion in "-hich they are ·:o vitally inter­
ested. 

" Commonwealth interference, under the 
\V.ar Prc"•utions Act, with the State groding 
r.f .dair,,- produce is utterly \\'ithout ju,.ti~ca­
tion, and imperils that State system of dmry­
ing instl'uction to \Vhich the industry Jarg(-:ly 
cw!'3 it> present flourishing condition. 

"The heavy demand upon our mineral 
resources for war purposes gives the mining 
industry an Imperial as well as a loca.l 
importance, and it is satisfactory to know 
that Queensland is active in the develop­
ment of this source of wealth. \Yhilo, in 
this as in all the other States of the Common­
we:c lth, the gold output is still ?iminishing, 
in the yield of other metals, stimulated by 
sympathetic administration and high prices, 
there has been a marked increase. In 
response to representatiom from this State, 
an enhanced price has been secured from 
the Imperial authorities for certain of the 
metals required in the manufacture of 
n1unitions. 

" The Royal Commis•ion appointed to in­
quire into the fe1 'ibility of manufa.cturing 
iron and steel in Queensland having, in an 
interim report, recommended that steps be 
taken to establish a State iron-smelting 
plant capable of producing pig-iron com­
mercially, ard to test in bulk the iron-ore 
deposits of the State, the Department of 
Mines has continued its investigations into 
this matter with a view to giving effect to 
that recommendation. 

"The prevailing war conditions have 
caused unavoidable delavs in the drilling of 
the bore that is bGing' ''unk at Roma in 
search of mineral oil, but a depth has now 
been reached of nearlv 3,200 feet-within 
500 feet of the depth at which a previous 
bore struck gas, below ;'· hich it is expected 
the oil-bearing strata will be found. 

"During the year the railway service and 
certain other Government e•nployecs have 
eecurcd awards from the Arbitration Court. 
In 8ddition, indu,trial agreements under the 
Arbitration Act have brect m11de between 
the Government and cerbin branch<·o of the 
public ;m·vice, including the teachers, police. 
prisons and asylum employ<'<"', general 
officers, professional officers, and others. 

"These awards and agreements have had 
the effect of placing the remu!'eration <;f 
public ;ervants on a more eqmb.ble basis 
and of greatly improving their <en era) <·OI_I­
ditions. <.\s a consequrncc. the sorviCf\ IS 

much more contented now than it ever was 
before. 

" The Roval Commission appoint0d to 
investigate the working of th<' Railway De­
partment has almost completed its la bourR, 
and its report, when presented, will be sub­
mitted for your consideration. 
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"A proposed agreement between the 
Governments d the Commonw<'alth and this 
State is under consideration, whereby the 
educational agencies of the State will be 
utilised for the voc:~tional training of re­
turned soldiers, and th0 work will be widely 
extended. 

" It is proposed to extend the facilities 
for secondv.ry and t·,chnical education. 

" Recognising the great and preventible 
waste in child-life under present conditions, 
my ad' i ·en have esta,blishcd, in different 
parts of the metropolis, baby clini8s, from 
which the be t results are confidontly ex­
pected. The experimrmt has been so suc­
cessful. indeed, that it i, proposed to extend 
the principle to other portion' of the State. 

"As the authority for raising loan funds 
conferred by the Loan Act of 1914 is almost 
exhausted, a further Loan Bill will be sub­
mitted during the ses·-ion. 

"The expectations of my advisers [\3 out­
lined in the Budget of last yoa.r with regard 
to the finances of tbe State have proved 
correct, and early action will be necessar~· 
to meet the anticipated shortage in con­
solidated revenue. An interim statement 
of the financial position will be made, if 
possible, before the end of the financial year; 
subsequently certain of the Fina,nce Bills 
rejected last session by the Legislative Council 
will be resubmitted. 

"Neceesary railway construction will be 
proceeded with as rapidly as the means at 
the disposal of the Government will permit, 
especial attention being devoted to the 
Northcm Coast Railway and all agricultural 
lines that are of an urgent character. 

"It is the intention of mv advisers to sub­
mit for your consideratio'n mea,ures pro­
viding for social and temperance reform. 

" Much of the useful legislation passed by 
the Legislative Assembly in thf' la.et Parlia­
ment was rejected, or seriously mutilated, 
by the Legislative Council. My advisers 
consirler it their duty to take such steps 
1\S will in the future prevent such flouting 
of the expressed will of the people. 

"GENTLEMEN OF THE LEGISLATIVl' AssEniBLY,-

" The Estimates for the Financial Year 
1918-19 are being considered. and will prob­
ably be presented to Parliament this year 
earli,,r than usual. 

" GENTLEMEN OF THE LEGISLATIVE CouNCIL AND 
OF THE LEGISLATIYE ASSEMBLY,-

" The following, among other Bills, will be 
submitbd for your consideration:­

A Health Act Amendment Bill; 
A ::\1eatworks Bill; 
A Brisbane Tramways Fares Bill; 
A Brisbane Tra,mways Purchase Bill; 
A City of Brisbane Bill; 
A Popular Initiative and Referendum 

Bill; 
A Bill to amend the Technic&! Instruc­

tion Act of 1908; 
A Bill to amend the Land Acts, 1910 to 

1917; 
A Bill to amend the Closer Settlement 

Acts, 1906 to 1917; 
A Bill to amend the Discharged Soldiers' 

Settlement Act of 1917; 
A Police Superannuation Bill; 

A Chillagoe a.nd Etheridge Railways Pur­
cha~e Bill; 

A State Iron and Steel Works Establish­
ment Bill; 

A Public Works Standing Committee 
Bill; 

A Marsupial Boards Acts Amendment 
Bill; 

A Dairy Produce Acts Amendment Bill ; 

A Valuation of La.nd Bill; 
A Land Tax Act Amendment Bill ; 
An Income Tax Act Amendment Bill; 
.'\. Harbour Boards Act Amendment Bill; 
A Loan Bill; 
A Wages Bill; 
A Diseases in Stock Act Amendment Bill; 
A Supreme> Court Acts Amendment Bill; 
A Stamp Act Amendment Bill; 
A Succession and Probate Duties Act 

Amendment Bill; 

A Jury Bill; 
A Constitution Act Amendment Bill; 
A State Enterprises Bill ; 
An Elections Act Amendment Bill; 
A Local Authorities Act Amendment Bill. 

"To these and all other measure'~ I invite 
vour attention and I earnestly pray that 
the blessing of Almighty God may attend 
your labours." 

His Excellency then left the Chamber, and 
the members of the Assembly withdrew. 

The Council adjourned at twenty-two 
minuter< past 12 o'clock until half-past 3 
o'clock, resuming at tha.t hour. 

AUDITOR-GENERAL'S REPORT. 

QuEENC!LAND NATIONAL BANK BALANCE-SHEET. 

The PRESIDENT announced the receipt 
from the Auditor-General of a letter, dated 
15th February last, covering his twenty­
seventh half-yearly report und~r the pro­
vision• of the Queensland Natronal. Bank, 
Limited (Agreement), Act of _1904, whlch ~ad 
been alrea·dy printed and Circulated durmg 
the rPCeSS. 

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT. 

CABINET CHANGES DURJNG RECESS. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon. A. 
J Jones): I have to make a Ministerial 
statement. On 26th April last Mr. Wm. Neal 
Gillies was appointed a member of the Ex~­
cutive Council of Queensland; on 30th Apnl, 
the Hon. Thomas J oscph Ryan resigned his 
position as Vice-President of the Executive 
Council, the Hon. John McEwan Hunt<;r 
resigned his position as Secretary for Pubhc 
Lands a,nd the Hon. .John Harry Coyne 
rc0ign~d his position as Secretary for Rail­
ways. On tho same day the Hon. ,John 
McEwan Hunter was appointed Vice-Presi­
dent of the Executive Council, the Hon. John 
Arthur Fihelly was appointed Secretary for 
Railwa.ys, and the Hon. John Harry Coyne 
was appointed Secretary for Public Lands. 
I beg to lay on the table the " Gazettes" 
notifying the above appointments. 

[Hon. A. J . .Tones. 
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SPECIAL ADJOURNMENT. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I beg 
to move-

" That the Council, at its rising, do 
adjourn until 3 o'clock p.m. on Tuesday 
next.'' 

HoN. A. G. C. H_'\. WTHORN: Will the 
Minister tell li'' what he proposes to do on 
Tuesday next? Dores he propose to go on 
with the debate 011 the Addrcse in Reply, or 
what btFcinei's arc we to engage in? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: My 
reason for moving the adjournment of the 
Council until Tuesday next is that, after the 
Address in Reply has been dealt with this 
afternoon by the mover and seconder, hon. 
members may have an opportunity of perus­
ing the Speech which was delivered this 
morning by His Excellencv. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: It has such a lot of 
stuff in it that we want a whole week to 
study it. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I 
thought I was meeting the wishes of hon. 
members by giving them sufficient time to 
enable them to prepare their brief speeches. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: We will not make any 
five-hour speeches. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: On 
Tuesday next we will resume the debate on 
the Address in Reply. 

Question put and pas<ed. 

PAPERS. 

The following papers were laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed:-

Amendment to cl,use 18 of the Industrial 
Arbitration Act of 1916. 

Order in Council, under the Fish Supply 
Act of 1916. 

Regul,tions. dated 14th Fel.Jluary, 1918, 
under the Income Tax Acts, 1902 to 
1915. 

Despatches, conveying His Majesh''s 
assent to Acts passed during session 
of 1917. 

Award of Industrial Arbitration Court 
as of lOth December, 1917, relating 
to surveyors' chainmen, surveyors' 
labourers, and cooks employed by the 
Department; of the 'I'reast{ry, Public 
Lands, and Railways 

Award of Indnstrial Arbitration Court 
as of 3rd May, 1918, relating to cer­
tain omplovees of the Commissioner 
for Railways engaged in railway 
refreshment-rooms. 

Rules of the Supreme Court of Queens­
land as of Wf'dnPsday, 5th day of 
Decem. ber, 1917. 

The following paper was laid on the 
table:-

Statement of the operations for 1917 of 
companies under the Life Assurance 
Companies Act of 1901. 

THE GOVERNOR'S OPENING SPEECH. 

The PRESIDENT: I have to inform the 
Council that, for greater accuracy, I have 
obtained a copy of the Speech >>hich His 
Excellency the Governor was pleaood to make 
thi,, day to both Houses of Parliament. 

[H<m. A. J. Jones. 

Under the Standing Orders I should read 
such parts of the Speech as were addressed 
to the Council, but in recent years it has 
been the practice to take the document as 
read. Is it the wish of the Council that that 
practice should be followed on the present 
occasion? 

I-IoxocR.\BLE 1\IE:\!BI HS: Hear, hear! 

ADDRESS IN REPLY. 

I-IoN. W R. CRAMPTON: I beg to move­
That the following Addre'< be presented 
to His Excellency the Governor in reply to 
the Speech with which His Excellmcy this 
day op(ned the present S<''·sion of Parlia­
ment:-
" To His Excellonc \ Sir Hamilton John 

Goold-Adams, M~jor on the Retired List 
of His Majesty's Army, Knight Grand 
Cross of the Most Distinguished Order of 
St. Michael and St. George, Companion 
of the Most Honourable Order of the 
Bath, Governor of the State of Queens­
land and its Dependencies, in the Com­
momvealth of Australia. 
"11AY rr PLEASE Youn ExcELLENCY,-

" We His Majesty's dutiful and loyal 
subject~, the Members of the Legislative 
Council of Queensland, in Parliament 
assembled, desire to assure Your Excel­
lency of our continued loyalty and affec­
tion to the Throne and Person of Our 
Most Gracious Sovereign, and to thank 
Your Excellency for the Speech with 
which you have been pleased to open the 
presont session. 

'·\V<' shall gi"e our most careful con­
sideration and attention to the several 
measures mentioned bv Your Excellency, 
and to all other matt"ers brought before 
us; and we sincerely trusp that '?ur 
deliberations will tend to the promotwn 
of tho good goYcrnment and the welfare 
of the State." 

I should like, before this motion is put to 
members of the Council, to congratulate the 
Government on the victory they obtained on 
the 16th March last. (Hear, ·hear !) Despite 
all the wonderful things that ha·d been said­
despite what had been said in regard to the 
calamity which would take place if a Labour 
Government were returned for a second term 
to thE' Parliament of QucPnsland, and d<".pite 
the vilification and misrepresentation of the 
aims and objects and aspirations of the 
Labour mon'meHt -the Government, with all 
those obstacles to surmount, and with all 
those difficultie:> to overcome, have been 
returned with an increased majority to carry 
out the will of the people. I wish to con­
gratulate the Government on the stand they 
took before the P"'"''le, and the fact that they 
have been returne·d in sufficient numbers to 
enable them to ag·ain take charge of the Trea­
llury bonc·hes. _\s usual, I am compelled to 
say that the rf'cBnt election campaign was 
another campaign in which our opponents 
enclcavonred to vilifv the Labour movement. 

Hon. P . .J. LEAH~: \Vho are your oppo­
nents? 

HoN. \V. R. CRAYIPTON: I am referri1-g 
to the opponents of the Labour movement, and 
if you gentlemen over there repreJent that 
class in the community, then I say the cap 
fits vou. I am ref0rring to the opponents of 
the 'Labour movement outside. 

Hon. P . .J. LEAHY: That is better. 
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HoN. W. R. CRAMPTO="l": Th<'y endeav­
oured to vilify the Labour movement, and to 
mis-represe!_!t the Laoour movement, and th0 
dty Press and the provincial Press lowered 
themselves in my p-,timation to the very 
lowest depths of mendacity in order to bring 
about La!-our's defeat. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: Does that apply to all 
o:' the city Pres'? 

HoN. W. R. CRAYIPTON: That applie; to 
the city Pre&o. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: Without exception? 

Hox. W. R. CRAMPTON: However, 
despite ;,IJ those obstacles, and de·;pite all 
the difficulties we had to face, our party has 
been triumphant. If we want to know the 
true value of the vote which was cast in the 
interest of the Labour partv at the last elec­
tion, we need on!:· go from" here to the other 
Chamber and see what is the st"te of affairs 
there. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: We know the state of 
the rolls, too, don't we? 

HoN. W. R. CRAMPTO="l": The rolls are 
all right. One thing that I appreciate very 
much is the vote that was given to the 
present Goverument by the farming com­
munity. At last they realise that they, as 
farmers, have a friend in the Labour Govern­
ment; they realise the importance of the 
efforts that have been put forward by the 
present Government on their behalf. During 
the last session, one measure was introduced 
which I am sorry to say was to some extPnt 
mangled in this Chamber; but, nPverthekss 
it has shown the farmers where the Labom: 
party stand. They can realise bv the verv 
introduction of that measure that the LabOi.ir 
party were irrevonbly dc't<ermined to see that 
they, as producers, received a fair deal. You 
wil! remem~er the State Produce Agency Bill 
wh1ch was mtrodu,ced here, and which was 
finally confined to an agency measure. •he 
Goverm,.cnt being prevonte·d from doin"' 
many things they would have liked to hav~ 
done in the interest of the farmers. I 
remember that the farmers were not suffering 
from the "ant of agencies, but that, on the 
other hand, thoy were suffering from a multi­
plicity of agencies, and what they wanted 
was "cicntifie distribution of what they pro­
duced. The farmer has now realised that the 
Lahour party are Pndcavouring to do that, 
and I believe that the big vote-the big farm­
ing vote. :myhow-recordcd in favour' of the 
pn·•ent Government on the 16th March lest 
waq bncame of the attitude adopted in this 
Council towards that measure brought for­
ward in favour of the farmers. 

Hon. P. J. I,EAHY: They quite approve of 
our action; I heve scores of letters to that 
effect. 
Ho~. IV. R. C:R \MPTON: Ther" is no 

use dis'l"l'ising the fact that we, on this si-de 
of the C:hamlwr, rep rE '(nt a class in the 
community. \Ye rcnrcsont the working class 
in the community. I do not want hon. mcm­
b<'rs opposite to misunderstand me. nrd I do 
not want to ~ay anything that will hurt th2 
feelings of those hon. members. I am soying 
thic, bocam' I rNtli'c that, more or le:.,, mem­
beH on the other side of the Chamiwr 
opposed to us rPpresentc a claes whose in­
terc,ts aro diametrically oppos~d to the 
intere,ts of the clrrSo> we represent. /l.nd T 
want to sav that we are not &atisficd with 
the pro;rn·,·s th,1t has be0n ma•de. Although 
we can congratulate the Government heartily 

on what thev have done and what they pro­
pose to do, still, as a Labour movement, we 
realise that the majority of the people repre­
''onting the 11 01·king class are in chains. \V e 
realise that the Labour movement must pro­
gres '· \Ve recognise that thoro is. 1~~ rn~le­
•tone in the p.1thway of our nv:hsatJ~n 
whr>rc the rnon,mr,nt should stand still. We 
mu et r<o ahca<l or retrograde. \V e must face 
all th~¥.o big questions as they a~ise or fall 
into uticr cuin. 1'\o\V, ·vv'8 are go1ng to LlCi~ 
thc,e qucstions. Bicrger questions will be 
jntrodueed thi> ,,1·.-:'"ion than were introdnc ~·d 
in any previon~ ~rssion, and, if they receive 
the same h·catrnont cc:.: was Inot_d out to 
important. mecsures that. "were intro~uced 
into thi,; Chamber la't snswn, I am satl'fied 
that the people will take a':' other stand, an:d 
will do some'"hing that w11l proYe to th1s 
Chamber that their will mu1t be obeyed. 
I for one have no desire to remain here 
lonq·cr than it ]s nocc-'ssary. I do not want 
to be a 'Jolitical Rin V::n \Vinkle here, asleep 
h"Jf m/ time and -enjoying· the ;1riviloges of 
a big elub or anything like that. I want to 
do what is necessarv in the interests of the 
people 1 represent o~ get out of the Chamber 
altogether. \Ye arC' .determine-d on that 
score anvhow and I feel satisfied that the 
big majority 'that wa-c given to the present 
Government on the 16th J\Ta.reh will show 
that the people are determined to do like­
·rrisA. 

Hon. P J. LEAHY: Why did they not put 
some of their rejected Bills before th<> 
COUlltry? 
Ho~. W. R. CRAMPTON: You are going 

to get an opportunity. during this session, 
10 put some of those Bills be:ore the peopl.e. 
During the elections we heard a lot said 
about t\jc class war. There were many men 
representing the Liberal si-de of this qucs 
tic'n in politics who said "e were respon­
Eible fol' widening that gulf between em­
r,loyerdom and the employee. I -do n'?t ~nc:w 
whdhe1· that i_, correct or not, but 1f It Is, 
it is oDlv b,··cause \Ve were endeavouring 
to show to. the people whom we represent 
that that gulf existed, and that we wante-d to 
do awav ith certain things in order that 
that guif should disappgar altogether. Th.•t 
class war ha.s been -deprecated in this Charn­
ber but it is there all the same, and I want 
to give son1e o£ the reasons ·whv i~ is ~~er~.-~. 
First of all you have a censorship. .< do 
not sav it is due to any authority in Queens· 
land, but it is an Aus~ralian invention. It is 
comething that has been imposed upon U'•i 
bv the Commonwealth Government . 

• Hon. P. J. LE.\HY: It is not an Australian 
in-rention. 

Hox. W. R CRAMPTON: It is an Aus­
tralian invention. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: It exists in 
England. 

Hox. W. R. CRAMPTON: You can go to 
the English papers in your library and you 
cil.n .-;ee things appearing in those papers­
thinrrs rhat have been said by ,tatesmen­
thin~, that have been said by Labour 
kad~rs and ordinary citizens-that are con­
send in the Australian pap·,rs-not allowed 
to appear in the Australian pap~rs at all. 
Th0rcforc I say that the cen:oorsh1p we are 
suiforing from in Australia to-day is an Aus­
tralian in,-ention. I want to show that the 
great gulf that to"day c<:ists between em­
p1oycrdom and employc~f'S is widening,. and, 
in order to do that, might I quote history 

Hon. W. R. Crampton.] 
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from a Labour viewpoint? Take your minds 
back to 1890. There you will find that an 
Pndeavour had been made by the workers in 
the western portion of the State to form them­
selves into a union. They were opposed most 
bitterlv and most rclentlessh· bv the pas­
toralists and the landholders ·of Queensland, 
and on that oocesion they were told to seek 
political re-dre''· TheY did that, and, 
although they were defeated, that defeat 
meant the laying of the foundation stone of 
th0 Labour movement that we are identified 
with at the present time. And from that 
we go on and go on, and we find that the 
morcment is nothing more or less than a 
series of political shipwreck" and industrial 
shipwrecks, all because of the determined 
oppcsition shDwn by those who control indus­
tries and whD control the ''"alth of the 
community. I want to point this out to show 
that we on our side of the House know 
something Df the history of the class that we 
reprv-ent. I want to show that in order to 
shDw ihat I am not a hypocrite; that I am 
here because I represent that class. I do 
not resent it being said of me that I repre­
sent that class, and everv man beside me 
reprc.ent· that class too;' a class that has 
suffere-d and a class that has been betrayed 
by lea·ders and sold by its representatives, 
but, nevertheless, a class that is suffering an 
injustice and is struggling for a fair deal 
that has been •denied it by the people 
reprec.ented Dn the other side of the Chamber 
t<J-day. I want to refer hon. gentlemen to 
the strike that took place in the sugar in­
du--try. There are <.ome sugar representa­
tive·· here to-day who will remember that in 
1911 there was a sugar strike in Queensland. 
It embraced the whole Df Queensland right 
from the Mossman to the Briobane River. 
Those who were engaged in the su.,.ar indus­
try were out on strike. 'Why? o Let me 
remind hon. members of the facts. Those 
men· were working for something like "C1 
2c;. 6d. per week for a sixty-hour week, and 
had approached the employers of Queensland 
and be!l'ged of them some amelioration and 
asked for an alteration in those conditions. 
They were fighting to improve unbearable con­
ditions, but 1~<ere refused redress. They were 
tohl "~o." \Ye, as an orgcanisation, were 
compelled to fight the barons in the sugar 
industry, the Colonial Sugar Refining Com­
pan:v in the lead, and we were obliged to 
send those men into cfLmp. vVe had very 
little capital at Dur di:·posal, but we did it. 
We put tho'e mon from the l\'J:ossman to the 
Brisbane River into camp, and we kept 
those men out on strike. I am very pmud 
of the fact that W<' did, because it not only 
ma·de histor:v in QuPcmslan-cl, but it made 
the sugar industr,- an industry worth working 
in. It made the industrv fit for a white man 
to Vlork in, and it was .. a great and distinct 
benefit t0 the whol0 Df 'Queenslnnd. We 
were fighting against £1 2s. 6d. per week 
and a sixt:·-hour week. We were asking for 
the moderate amonnt Df £1 10s. per week and 
fm an eight-hour da:v. and they told us we 
could not ~=::·t it. Still you say to us when 
we go on the hustings, in this Chamber, in 
the other Chamber, and elsewhere, that we 
are rr-cpomible for the gulf between the 
employers and employee's. I say unhesitat­
ingly that the blame is on the shoulders of 
those who are supporbd by the other si·de 
of thE> Chamber, and who refused to us the 
right to e1sk for decent conditions. 

Hon. P. ,J. LE.\HY: Who refuwd it? We 
did riot refuse it. 

[Hon. W. R. Crampton. 

HoN. W. R. CRAMPTON: I say that in 
the past session, and in the p't'evious sessiDn, 
and in other sessiom, you people _have stood 
by the men who denied us the nght tD ask 
for that living wage. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: That is not so. 

HoN. W. R. CRAMPTON: It is true; and 
I will go so far as to say that you supported 
the Government that Dpcned labour burea~;~x 
all over Queensbnd as eheap labour recrmt­
ing agencies ag"inst the inteTe3ts of . t_hose 
men who were fighting for decent conditiOns. 
There was n " black list " in 1890 and 1891 
when this great organisatio~ of ours was 
being founded. V','hen w~ la:Id the. founda­
tion-stone of that orgamsatwn this great 
black list ''as handed round from squatter 
to squatter. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: Have you not 
black-listed Billy Hughes and Holman? 

Ho><. W. R. CRAMPTON: Pditically, 
yes, but we did it in a straightforward 
manner. \Yo did not adopt any subterfuge. 
We -did not go behind his )Jack to a?opt a 
black list. V>' o came straight out m the 
Press and in conference and told the whole 
world we were against Billy Hughes. We 
did not adopt the tactics of the squatters of 
Queensland, who were taking the bread and 
hutter from the mouths of the men who had 
the com·ago to stand up for a decent wage. 

Hon. G. S. CcRTIS: WhBre do you get 
your inforn1ation from? 

HoN. W. R. CRAMPTON : The history 
of the State. I may inform the hon. me;nber­
that I have the black list; I have the signa­
tories to the black list, and I can sho~v him 
the· whole thing. I do not say that this was 
confined to Queensland. It applies to Ac:s­
tralia generally: and what was adopted m 
the other State~ was copied in Queensland. 

So mt,ch for the statement that has b_een 
made regarding those who were responsi?le 
for the class strugg-le. I wante~ . to pmnt 
that out to show th.at in my opmwn there 
v, a..s no rea son for sa;·ing that 've v.:ere 
responsible. vVe have struggled agamst 

oppression: we have struggled 
[4 p.m.] against these things right down 

the ages. There are men in the 
community to-day who may say extr~me 
things and whom we mav not agree with, 
but the.' are the children' of their <·nviron­
m<:'nt. Thev have been broug-ht to that by 
the amount of oppression that has been 
brought to boar upon them .. I am nuite 
ss tisfied that there arc men m Queensland 
to-dac· who would go so far as to treat man:: 
of the Labom leaders of Australia-take 
Frank Anstcv-hkc quite a nu m her of our 
mrn Quev"sland lcJder--take leaders in New 
S0nth vVales and elsewhore--I Vf'nture to say 
that there arc C'mplo,·ers of labour in Queens­
land and in other States of th,-, Common­
wea.lth who "·ould go so far as to do what 
vvnR done jn Eng-land nenrly a cPntnr:,r ago 
with the Dor ctshire labourers. H it wore 
possibl0. I '"''· sati~fled t.he:v would tramport 
those mc:1 for life fm· nothin'< more than 
,tnnding up for the right~ of tht: class .and 
the mov·'ment that they are identified with. 

I do not want to r , y any more in that 
connection. So f-.r as I am concerned. I 
think it would be a good thing if the 
Address in Reply were abolished; I think 
it would be a rattling goorl thing to nbolish 
it. I suggest that th' s afternoon, although 
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in my opinion the suggestion is such a good 
one th, t it really deserves a better birth­
place. (Government laughter.) 

I now wish to refer briefly to what the 
Labour party and the present Government 
have done; and in doing so I cannot over­
look the \Vorkero· Compensation Act. I 
cannot overlook the great benefits that have 
accrued to the \1 orkers generally through 
the introduetion of that particular piece of 
legislation. I feel satisfied that if a vote 
were taken of the workers of Queensland on 
that question, there ·would be no mist'"'ke 
as to how they would vote. They would be 
quite s:1tioficd to keep the Government in 
po;Yer, <oven if it only marked time, in order 
to retain upon the statute-book that parti­
cular piec2 of legislation. Many and many 
a man in the State, and his family, have 
benefitc·d very considerably indeed by the 
introduction of that reform. I am very 
plc Med to know that they have received that 
benefit through the business being taken away 
from the clutches of competition and placed 
in the calmer and ·more tranquil atmosphere 
of State monopoly. I am satisfied that that 
is the safe:.t place to put it, if we want to 
confer a benefit upon the working community 
of Queensland. 

I need hardly mention the successful hand­
ling of the State butcheries; that goes with­
out sa,·ing. The only thing I would like to 
see is the development of those butcheries to 
such an extent that the present Government 
would have power to go further in their 
investments rolating to the purchase of 
stations in order that meat might be supplied 
direct to the consumers from their own 
station properties. 

The fish business is also mentioned in the 
Governor's Speech_ It 'is to-,day in its 
infancy. It is being retarded because they 
are unable to procure the necessary trawlers 
in the South to enable them to regulate the 
supply as it should be regulated; but it 
must b~ remp•nbered that they are inflexibly 
dctcrmmed to give the people the benefit 
of that le::;-isl .tion. ThPv have cstabliched 
at \Vynnurn a depot wh!ch is a credit to 
them, and on tbe other side of the river, not 
many hundred-, of Yards from here, is a 
monument to the credit of the department 
that initiated it. I am satisfted that, with 
the sympath0 tic and democratic adw,inistra­
tion of that department, the people are 
!'oing to g··t a great benefit from the wide 
distribution of cheap fish. 

There are also workers' accommodation, 
factories and shops le,-islation, labour 
exchange• .. and m:my other beneficial pieces 
of legislation to the credit of the Govern­
ment. I want to rPfer to the workers' corn­
pm> ation, becauce I was ronnected with the 
<edministration of the department. In the 
majoritc· of di-.tricts in Queensland, the men 
have rccciv,,d great benefit b:;- the passage 
of tl,e \Yorkerc' Accommodation Act, and 
by tlw symp •thPtic Dnd democratic adminis­
trDtion of tlw \et. To it thev owe the fact 
that thev arc bettnr· house'd and better 
lookr cl a ftcr to-day than they were before. 

Hon. _1, G. C. J-L\WTHORN: Your Govern­
ment did nut introduce that legislation. 

HoN. \Y. R. CRAMPTON: Our Govern­
ment macb it possible for the workers to 
have good accommodation. 

Hon. _\, G. C. HAWTHORN: They did not 
introduce the Act. 

Ho:o~. W. R. CRAMPTO;\!: They did not 
introduce the original Act, but they amended 
it. The old Act was unsympathcticJ.lly and 
undemccratically adminidered. The present 
Government administered the Act sym­
pe.thetically, and they also altered it so that 
they could give sa.tidaction all round. 

The SECR!:TARY FOR MINES : \V e held a 
pistol at their hc"d·. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAwTc'(Qi•N: Y0u have a lot 
d pistols. Appare;ltij· you are going to try 
and use them on us. 

Hon. P. J. LE ,HY: The Act was better 
before you touched it. 

HoN. W. R. CHAMPTO;\!: It was nothing 
of the kind. To-da; we are at a deadlock 
becan e it is impossible to ~et the nece, .ary 
matq·ial with \Yhich to build this accom­
modacion, and the Government hav~ rel!'xed 
the regulations in that rc.gardl" Qmte nght, 
too 1 It y;ould be very silly mdced for any 
Gov0rnmcnt to say that this accoumo~ation 
mu· t be provided for the men when It has 
bc,,ome an impm,sibility to sc.cure the 
material. Accordingly, they have relaxed 
the regulation. The number of _c,"es that 
were usuallv recorded where dF·oase had 
broken out 'on station prorwrties has been 
coneiderably reduced. In the Labour Depa~t­
ment, under the factories and shops legl.'­
Jation, they hav~ bc,0n .a~le to. do more, m 
one year of their admnns~ratwn th'"'n .. che 
other people did during then· whole pohbcJl 
life. Right from the very day that sel~­
government was grantLd to Q';lecnsland until 
1~15 not so much was done m the way of 
p-etting justice for the workers. through that 
department as was done durmg the year 
1916. 0 d 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: \Yhat did you o? 
lioN. W. R. CRAMPTON: During the 

years 1916 and 1917 thcBe people were able 
b gath"r £22,500 back pay for employees, 
one-half of that being more than had been 
gathered for the wo1:kers c~m·ing the whole 
existenc<' of the CoiEcrve.tive ~overnment. 
Surelv that wns a record 1 It " a record 
that 'I am proud of. e.nyhow. The present 
Govc·rnment ·did that nndPr the admmi·tra­
tion of the Department of Public \Vcrks. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: It as only a book­
keeping entry. 

Hox. \V. R. CRA::Y1PTON: A great book­
l~ccping 0ntn·. '0 far. :•.s the men are c0n­
cemed who arc workmg under those p~r­
ticular awards. Thc:v are very pleased with 
tlnt bookkeeping entry. 

Apart from that, many other things have 
b0en done. such '" the establisJ::• wnt of 
la hour exchanges. I :do not . thmk that 
there i'' a member of this Council who really 
understands whv tho~D exC'hanges vi.rf're 
founded as they have been. First of all, let 
me say that the Minister ":"o, a b'olutely 
sincere in his desire to bmld up those 
exchAmres for the benr>fit of the peoplP. And 
when I· :·'tY "the neople" I mean employ •rs 
and employees. He wanted to be :'blc. to 
show tho emplo:<·ors some wa,: of _reg-Istcrmg 
employees and themselves reg-Istormg so that 
tlW'' ,\·ould get a p!entiful supply of labnt:r, 
al>d so that labour would be mono mobile 
than it is at the present time. and thorn 
would be lec:s unemployment. He h',ls met 
with a considerable amount of suc"c's 111 thnt 
direction. Those P'Tchangeo, to-cla,· stand as 
a monument to the credit of tho prc·s<Jnt 
Administration. 

I a15o '' 'lnt t'1 mPntion ~o1nc~hing- in con· 
ncction with e0rtain legislation which was 

Hov,. W. R. Crarnpton.] 
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introduced during the last session and which 
was Ci;ts~ out by this \'hamber, but which will 
be rem,ro.duced during the present session 
One of tho~e measures is the Iron and Steel 
'Vorlrs Bill. During the recess I have had 
m~n;v opponunities of conferring with the 
Mmis!or who has taken a Yery keen interest 
m tins matter, and I am inclined to say 
that he Ftands almost alone-outside one or 
!·WO of ,our ontlmsiastic geologists-in the 
Intercct ne sho\•h '': the development of our 
natu.ral resources m connection with this 
particular matter. I do not think there is 
a man m Queensland who is more sincere 
than tho Minister in his ·desire to develop 
oar natural l'<'ooure<>,, especially the iron and 
eo~] resourct>s of Queensland, and to make 
thiS State what it •·houkl be. I have read 
reports Issued by gcrJ!ogists and speeches 
~ha.t haw b·:en made by the Minister, both 
ms1de and out!Eide of this .Chamber, showing 
that yvc have !'!most unlimited possibilities 
1~1 thiB co_nnectwn, that we have almost un­
bmited Iron ore deposits esnecialJ.- at 
Biggeml0n, which was pract'ically the centre 
of attr'l;ction in this connection last session. 
The lYIImster has shown during the recess 
that that orp can be succes;fully and profit­
ably treated. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHon~: Nobody 
doubted that. 

Hox W. R. CRAMPTON: I know the 
hon. gentleman did not doubt it but other 
hon. mc'mbers did ·doubt it. ' 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY Look at the good Bill 
we gave you. 

HoN. W. R. CRA:l-JPTON: You did not 
pass a good Bill. Howeyer, I am glad tint 
the hon. gentleman admits that it was a 
good Bill It is to be reintroduced and I 
h~pe the Houoe will pass it in a for~ which 
Will enable the Government to make this 
enterprise s<'lf -supporting. 

Hon. A G. C. HAWTHORN: You would not 
ace2pt £150,000 

HoN. W. R. CRAiYIPTON: \Ve were not 
offered £150,000. 

Hon .. A. G C. H.\WTHORN: Yes, you were. 
_ I~oN._ W. R. CRAMPTOJ.'J: Why was a 

hmitatwn placed on th<? amount at all? We 
ha Ye reason to belie Ye that the limitation 
was mtvde in ?''der to endeavour to get us 
to. try expermJCnts whiCh would enable 
pr!va.te enterprise to come in and develop 
this mdustry ll1 the interest of private per­
sons and against the inter< ~t of the State. 
H~n. P . .J. LEAHY: Your own Royal Com­

missiOn ~md £5,000 would be sufficient. 
HoN: W. R. CR.·H\lPTvN: The Royol 

qommh•-IOn said that £5.000 would be sufli­
cwnt for the initial expouditure. The Minis­
ter has c:hown us that with an old furnace­
certainly by no meD;ns a modPrn furnacP­
the Biggendcr, ore could be successfull.­
treccted, and the,t 70 per cent. of magnetite 
ore could be treated mor2 profitably than 
50 per cent. of hmmatite ore in other parb 
of the worlcl. 

Hon. A. G. C. H.HVTHORN: Do you want 
£500,000? 

HoN. W. R CRAMPTO~: We do not 
want to fix any limit. 'When the Minister 
has Fhown what can be ·done, surely to good­
rte'·' you can place the business of the s.afe 
deyelopment of this important industry in 
his hands. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY; He can get money 
.every year. 

[Hon. W. R. Crampton. 

HoK. W. R. CRAMPTON: The Minister 
has also devoted his attention to the conser­
vation of by-products, which now go to waste. 
I have heard it stated in this Chamber 
repeatedly that a great waste is going on 
from our chimney stacks. The Minister wants 
to prevent that loss, and to show that by con­
serving the b\·-products a big saving can be 
effected, and "that big things can be done in 
that direction. He proved at Ipswich that 
th(e Government are determined to have the 
iron and steel indush;y developed, and we 
shoald vote unanimously for that measure 
when it comes before this Chamber again this 
session in ordn· to enable the Government to 
make progre's in the direction of conserving 
bv-prrducts of commercial value which are 
now going to waste. To show that there 
must be a great amount of waste going on, 
not onlv her<', but in other parts of the "' orld, 
I mav "mention that the Durham coalownm·s 
WPre "supplying coal to the Germans in pre­
war days, that the Germans took that coal 
to Germany, manufactured coke from it, and 
then sent that coke back to Durham, and 
were able to undersell the Durham coke 
manufacturers. \Vhy? Because they were 
savin~ the by-products. I read quite recently 
a series of articles written by one of our 
Government geologists, and I suppose other 
members haYe read those articles, in which 
the writer shows how cement can be made 
at M!1ny Peaks or Biggenden. He shows that 
with the materials which are there at our 
command, the limestone, and other material, 
cement can be made, and that with the intro­
duction of patent flues the by-products can be 
saved, so that with e.-cry 100 tons of cement 
we shall get 2~ tons of potash. We can 
obtain sufficient potash there to supply the 
whole agricultuml community of Australia 
with that particular commoditv. What a 
fine thing that would be for 'Queensland ! 
The farming community to-day is languish­
ing for ":mt ·of potash, and I am sure that 
if the Government took up this particular 
industry thev would be backed up by the 
people of QLteensland. The Government are 
cn<lenvouring to securo the beot scientists the 
world can produce in Ol'der that they may 
develop our wsources economically and in 
the interest of the State. The Minister has 
shown me proof of his statement, that in the 
manufacture of 1 ton of coke we to-dav in 
Queensland, by clinging to the beehive 
s;~·stPm, a re losing something like 14s. 3d. per 
ton, and the hon. gentleman merely asked 
you to gi.-e the Government the necessary 
power to csta blish this industry on a sound 
and payable basis-to introduce a new s,ve­
tem in the making of coke which will menn 
the '"'ving of by-products which are lost 
under the beehive SYstem, a loss which, as I 
haY0 sai<:l, amounts to 14s. 3d. per ton. That 
loss is made up bv ammonia sulphates, wh;ch 
amount to 4s. 5~·d. per ton; by tar, which 
amounts to 4s. Sd. ner ton: tmd the rest by 
a saving of gng_ The Mini,.ter i;; satisfied. 
He has thP authority of the Government 
Geologist. HE' is bnckcd up by the scientists 
in this statement. and he believes th;.t can 
be arrested, and if it can be saved. I see no 
reason \VhY this Chamber should limit tho 
omount of 'monev that should be votf'd to the 
Governnwnt for "the development of this very 
great industry. I want to say, in conn<?ctirm 
with !hnt matter also, that there are reasons 
wh,v I '"n so Yery anxious to see this industry 
controlled bv the State. I do not want to see 
any private' enterprise gathering the proftts 
from the industry. I want to see the State 
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benefit in the interest• of the people, and I 
want to see the State get the whole of the 
benefits for the people. I have before my 
mind's ey<e just now the history of America ; 
the history of the coal trusts; the history of 
the iron trusts; and the history of the steel 
trusts; and I have in my mind's eye the great 
fortunes that have been built up by men like 
Carnegie, Pierpont Morgan, and others, who 
have made <ill their money out of iron, steel, 
and coal. I also can picture the many 
struggles that have taken place when men 
and women were compelled to combat the 
forces arrayed against them, the forces that 
were endeavouring to prevent them from get­
ting a living wage out of those industrice­
that is, the wealthy magnates who would 
deny these people the right to a living wage­
and if we allow private enterprise to develop 
these industrie~, we are going to have the 
>ame thing in Australia. Some of you can 
no doubt remember Ludlow. If you do not 
remember Ludlow, vou do not know anything 
about the hi,tory of the class we represent. 
If you read the struggle on the fields of 
Colorado-if you know anything of the 
struggl<'s of the men in America on the coal­
fields and the ironfields, you will remember 
Colorado and the big ··trike that took place 
thore some time ago, when these " Pinktlr­
tvns"-these spies-ha;d bean engaged and 
paid highly for their services to do nothing 
further than shoot down those men who had 
the temerity to sbnd up for a living wa;;e. 
I do not w<mt to cee that b.~re. I am per­
fectly sure that hon. members opposite do not 
want w see that. I am quite settisfied that 
their desire is to see a fair deal, .and to make 
this a whit." man's industry, but, consciously 
or unoomcwusly, hon. members opposite are 
supporting the party to which I have refened 
and, in order that that condition of affair~ 
might be prevented, and in order t.hat we 
might give the Sbte an opportunity to ·do 
th!s against private enterprise, I am asking 
thrs Chamber to considN the position as I 
place it befor<; hon. member-&. The Governor 
also referred to another very important qut?s­
tion: Dm·ing the recess the Minister was 
able to. rersuade the Government to acquire 
a certam valuable property at Gibbinbah in 
the Stanthorpe district, for Government pur­
poseo, and the~e they are endeavouring to 
develop a new mdustry. They have found a 
v.ery valuable ore there, c~mtaining something 
lrke 30 per cent. of arsemc. To-day we must 
remember t.ha.t we are paying £60 per ton for 
arsonic. That is the price that was fixed Lv 
the Federal Government, but before that it 
had soared to som<ething like £150 or £150 
per ton, while in pre-" ar days it was from 
£15 to £20 per ton, and the Minister assures 
us that it can be brought back to that level 
again. Ho a;-c.nres us that it can be pro­
duced for somc.thing lik~ '£15 or £20 per ton. 
£135 per ton rs the pnce to-dav for arsenic 
in the old country. The Minister gives us 
that assuranc•!, backe·d up by the department's 
authority and the denartment's geologists. 
They assure him that this arsenic can be pro­
dnrod in the Stanthorpe district for £15 or 
£20 per ton. We haw had a legacy in the 
shane of the pricklv-pear menace. and that 
prickly-pear must be eradicated if you are 
going to do anything with our )1astoral 
country. 

Hon. P .• J. LF:I.HY: What are you doing to 
eradic-ate it? 

Ho'f. W. R. CRAMPTON: We ar.e de­
veloping an arsenic mine in the Stanthorpe 

district, as we find the use of anenical poison 
is the most economical way of eradicating 
prickly-pear. \V e are not asking for any 
support in that connection, fortunately. We 
are merely reminding hon. members of some­
thing the Minister. through his departm<ent, 
and backed up by the Government, is doing 
at the present time. As the Minister has 
stated, he does not want to establish the 
industry on war-inflated prices; he merely 
wants to take away from a monopol;r at the 
present time the right to charge these people 
what they like. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: Can you make arsenic 
at pro-war prices? 

HoN. \V. R. ORAJ\1PTON: The Minister 
assures us that it can be done. The Income 
Tax Bill is a measure that will be again 
introduced. It was here last se,sion, but 
hon. members did not even consider it. It 
was thrown out because it meant taxation, 
and that taxation was to be imposed upon 
the wealthy people. Hon. m,:mbers threw it 
out. They did the same with the Land Tax 
Act Amendment Bill, but these measures are 
co1ning before UF again, and v.e sincerely 
hope that they will receive more favourable 
consideration than they received during last 
S<'>3ion. I am not going to say that all 
taxation is fair. I am not one of those who 
think that taxation should be placed on the 
shoulders of people indiscriminately. but I 
am one of those who believe that the working­
cla3s do not pay all the taxes. It was said 
last vear that the more taxation that is intro­
duced, the wor"e becomes the position of the 
working cla'·'. I do not hold with that at 
all, because I find that the "01·king class 
go to arbitration repeatedly_ for the regula­
tion of working conditions and for the regu­
lation of wages, and the,· ahvav, appeal to 
the court on the score that, unless they get 
a certain wage or a. CBrtain increase, they 
cannot live. It is a living wage thev want. 
How. in the name of fortune, can you tax 
people who are only getting a living wa.g-e? 
You can tax them, but 0-ou lower their 
standard of living. The taxation propo·als 
that will be eubmittcd to this Chamber from 
the Legislative \ssembly will be such as 
will fall upon the shoulders of those who 
are best able to bear it. 

Hon. G. S. OrRTIS: The man getting his 
weekly wage is called upon to contribute. 

Hox. W. R. OR. \MP TON: Ho does con­
tribute, but his standard of living is lowered. 
These taxation measures are only going to 
affect the man getting £3.000 a year or more, 
with a super tax of 20 per cent. on all over 
£400. Surely that is not a very big thing. 
Those men cannot be considered to be very 
poor or very hard up who are receiving 
£3,000 a year. 

Hon. A. G. 0. HAWTHORX: Will there be 
a deficit at the end of the year? 

HoN. W. R. ORAMPTON: I hope so. 
\Vhenever I see a deficit I am satisfied that 
thE' Government is doing it• dutv. 'When I 
see a surplus I am quite satisfied tbev have 
not been spending the money that was g-iven 
to them to spend in the interests of the State. 
Quite a number of things have to be remem­
bered when we are dealing with eurh a pro­
po~al as thi". \Ve "hould not indiscriminately 
introduce this legislation. T" ke a glimpse 
of the Federal war time profits tax· Tt is 
going to kill the mining indu"try. You can 
imagine men who have spent £20.000 or 

Hon. W. R. Crampton.] 
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£30,000 in dcw;loping ,,line. The year 
hAorc the war commenced is 

[4.30 p.m.] taken as thB basis of assessment. 
In that year possibly no profits 

WBro made. \Vhilc the w:u is on they ma~ 
make a profit of £1,000 during the year, and 
the7 are to be taxed to the extent of 50 per 
cent. upon that profit. No allowance is to be 
made to pay back to them any portion of the 
£20,000 or £30,000 they have spent in de­
veloping the mine. I am opposed to that 
principle. \Ve sav that the proper individual 
to tax is the ma::.· and especially the absent_ee, 
"·ha i3 making a big prcfit out of Austraban 
indu -tries. Tho·:o are tho men who are best 
able to afford to ply toxation; not tho-e whu 
have mat• rial that the·> bous·ht m pre-war 
days and who nnko 11 ·slight profit for one 
year after the well'. 

Take a newspaper. Take, for instance, 
the newc>papcr that I represent. It is in 
exactly the same posit'on. There is no such 
thing as war time prcfits in connection with 
a ncwcpaper. To-day we are paying £60 
per ton for all paper that is imported into 
Au.-tralia as against £11 or £12 per ton 
in pre-" ar days. During the firat year of 
the '•' .n we might have been working on 
pap0r purchased at pre-,-"·ar price'', and we 
mig-ht have n1ade a litt1e profit in the yeJ.r 
preceding the war. During the year 1916-
the second year after the war commenc,ed-we 
might have made t :ice thd amount of profit. 
Our busine'··S might have developed to such 
an extent as to l~' us make a decent profit. 
\Vel!. WB have to P"',- 50 per cent. of that in 
taxation. although from that time, so long 
as the w..1r lasts. and probably for one vear 
after it tcrrn.inates, 'vo may be lo~ing money. 
I hold that that is me· t. unjmt, whether it 
applies to us. or whether it applie" to the 
n1ining industry, or any other industry. 

Hon. ,\. G. C'. H',WTHORN: Are you blam­
inr; this si do for that? 

Ho;;. W. R CRAMPTOX: ?\o, I am 
blaming the people :·ou repre'<mt, whether in 
0ueens1and. or Australia, or Great Britain, 
or an·. other part of the v:orld. I am blaming 
the cla·s yo'u reprc·ent. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: \Ye do not reprec•ent 
any cla-··". 

Ho;;. W. R CRA::\1PTOX: Those are the 
people who are going to be hit-the shipping 
cmnpanic-s, for instance. Those ar-e the 
people I':B want to got at. To-da:,', if you 
ha vc 11 consignment of goods landed on a 
wharf, Y hctr,'" it comes from another Sbte 
or from ovorsf as. for the first seven daYS that 
consignme¥Jt may lie on the wharf without 
any charge being made by the chipping corn­
paniC's. "\ft •r ocvcn da0 ' the~' make a charge 
of 2s. 6d. per ton or part of a ton. In pre­
" ar days the charge was ls. per ton, so you 
see they have raised the charge by 150 per 
cent. 

Hon. T. C. BEIRXE: They want you to take 
away your goods quickly. 

Hox. IY. R CRAMPTON : I am spBaking 
from pcr•onal experience of this. \Vhen a 
con:cignment of goods comes to Brisbane by 
boat It frequently happens that the docu­
ments are brought forward in another bo~t, 
arriving. perhaps, ten days or twelve days or 
a fortnight later. Your consignment of goods 
i• la'lded on thB wharf and put in some 
out-of-the-way corner, and you do not know 11 
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thing about it until the documents are pre­
sented to you, pcrh~ps a fortnight later. 
'r;re practice is in all this business to pay _on 
sicrht of documents. I have conferred "·rth 
q~ite a number of poop],, in businc!3, and I 
learn from them that that is the general 
practice. The result is that, as your goods 
m:1•.- h-<,ve been lying on the wharf for a 
fortnight, ou are charged demurrage, 

Hon. T. C. BETRNE: You are jolly lucky. 
As a rule, they are sent to the King's ware­
hom,o, and th0n you are charged storage. 

HoN. VY. R. CRAMPTOX: Whenever the 
''. atcr'·.id~ \vorkers, or organised labour gener­
allv, stands up for an increa•,··L: of \V<3: £'98, 
wh.~ther it is the Chamber of Commerce or 
whatever othe<' bod:.- it may be reprc ·enting 
the Cli~ployers of labour. the,· at once squeal 
and a,P"itato against granting an increr~so in 
\Yagc"~ But. not une ',~·ord is said against 
the imposition of tlwse unfair conditions, 
because they con pa·cs on the cm--t to the com­
munitv. But thev are ver--: murh troubled 
about "a "smoke-oh," or about a ·reduction in 
the hours of work that arB asked for by 
organised labour. 

In addition to •that, I also find that the 
Government aro mrtitled to something like 
.;.d. per parcel as harbour dues; but you can­
not get a parcel of le" than 1 cubic foot 
uoa, arcmcnt from the whJ,rf for !DSs than 3d. 
The other 2~d. goes into the coffers of the 
shipping companies. Th •t is the pocition we 
are in to-d,-,,c-. The shipping companies also 
chan;c you lOd. per ton for stacking, although 
there is no ,,tacking done on any of the 
wharvBs to an;c extent. A hogshead is sup­
pc 'Cd to repre"ont half a ton, and you are 
charged 5d. for stacking it. but it is simply 
ih rown off the n·"el on to the wharf without 
an:.- attempt at stacking, :c¥Jd the same thing 
h·:ppur· with a consignmC'nt of iron or steel, 
or st~el goods. Yet in every crcsc you are 
charged lOt!. pnr ton for stacking. I am 
:·atisGcd that this legislation should a;sain 
LP fntrocluc~d. if for no other rea ;on than to 
giYo us an opportunitY of taxing- i,hose people 
.--ho arc be ,t o ble to bear this particular 
kic>d of bxotion. 

I l: • rl soLJcthinoy to sav in connection ,,.-ith 
the Chilla0oe R dwa,; Bill and v ith many 
other suhj0ct but thB time is getting on. 
I will, therefore. confine m:_, self to touching 
upon the position of this Council. \Ve know 
t'tat we arc not an elected bodv. \Vc were 
never elected b:' thB pPopie. Some of us­
T include mys<'if in this-were rejected by 
t1 n P' .Jple. :\Iy bon. friBnd on the other 
siclP, y, ho was Tre·tsurer in tho Kid"ton 
Ministn', was also rBjectcd by the people. 
\Ve are brothers tor:ether in this Ch<tmber. 
and yet we have just as rnuch h1~· 'vith regard 
tn legislation as the men who have been 
elected by the people. I C"ll remember going 
to the rnnoLitucnts of the \Vind'-or el,dorate 
and :J<king them to elect me to make laws 
in th< other Chaml :'r for three vBqrs. Thev 
fnld to me~ "No, we are not g~ing to h~ve 
you for thr0e y~ctr~. we prefer som<'onc else." 
But, despite the fact tbrtt thev turned me 
dnwn. someone else was able to sav. 
"Rrothcr. go yonder to the Council a,.;d 
moke laws-not for three years, hut for the 
term of your natnrEll !if,." I do not know 
whether we cun congratulate ourwlves. but 
w0 ,]o not represent the people. 

Hon. A. A. DA YEY : What about the 
refer"ndum last year? 
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HoN. "\Y. R. CRAMPTON: The referen­
clum wao only a mnrc myth and a shibboleth. 
The people "ere not given the opportunity 
to (>JnsidPr the question f,eriously. Conse­
quuntly, they did the 'ery opposite of what 
they intended to do. I am sure of that. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: They would 
do the F.1me again. 

HoN. W. R. CRAMPTON: Another oppor­
tunity is going to be given to the people to 
·'ay whether we shall continue our political 
exis+e.nce or not. I sincerely hope that tho 
time does come when the people will be 
f'iven an opportunity of saying whether we 
shall continue to exist as a Council, because 
the nttitucle adopted by this Council last 
>ession on many important measures that 
WPro paooed bv the Legislative Assembly 
shmn clearly and conclusively that we have 
nu righ+ to exist at all. 

Hon .. \.. G. C. HAWTHORN: We were against 
the e·:tr:wagance of the G ovcrnment. 

Hox. W. R. CRAMPTOX: Of coune you 
were again,t the extravagance of the Govern­
ment, !lnd you are going to be against the 
extravagance of th-, Government on this 
o6 a;ion ! I am not going to humble myself 
to t)p Council, and I am not going to ask 
hon. members to pass Government measure<. 
I am going to allow this Council to do just 
u it pleases. I flm quite satisfied we shall 
be perfcctl:i safe in the hands of the people 
whc''l the question is referred to them. 

Hon. A. G. C. HA WTIIORN : V\-e are pre­
pared to go to the people. 

Ho;,;;. \Y R. CK:\J'1PTON: I am totally 
opposed to the hi-cameral sv,stem. \Vhei1 
the member' \>ho represent the people go 
I dore the P<'c,p!o they give an account of 
their stewardship, an.i if the people are not 
satisfied with that account, they can say 
whether the, e membcro shall be returnoci 
again er not, but this Chamber goes on for 
"''er; the memben of this House enjo:, a 
power that we shc,Jld not cnjoJ-. \Ye haye 
rower over the fi,;ancial legislation and all 
the othor leyislatioll that ''"Y be introduced 
in a;wth' r Cbctmbcr. and I do not think 
such a po,vPr should be v-ested in a ChaL1ber 
Ychich iB not rcprc, entativc. I ha-.e much 
pleasure in moving the 1notion. 

Ho:<r. T. KEVITT: I have vuy great 
rJc- ';·ur ~ in ·-_econding- the }_clotion l•:o ably 
proposed by my colleague, the Hon. Mr. 
Cramp ton. 

I wioh to tender my sympathy to the Hon. 
A. J Thynne in the very serious bereave­
mr-nt which he suffered during the recess. 
Yi'hilst a'' politicit.ns we are divided on the 
political field ,,f battle, yet when bereave­
ment comes to anY of the members of this 
Chamber I feel sure that the sympathy of 
BverY other member goes out to him in his 
beroavmnent. 

I intend to be eomewhat brief in my 
remarks, for several reasons. In the first 
place. the Council ar:cl the A"sembly are 
<'a11ed together very much earlif'l' this year 
than they have helm called together for 
many Y" trs pa,•+.. That of itself proves that 
the Government arc very sincere in their 
de"ire to do business, and I sincerely hope 
that the members of this Chamber will ap­
r)roach the different matters mentioned in 

the Go\~"rnor's Socech in a calrn and dis­
passionate ntannei~-i.n a 1nanner somevvhat 
di!terent from the manner in which they 
appro;_c,'herl \SOlTie legi.-lation of lasJ, scs, ion. 

I wish to congratulate tho Goyernn1ent 
on their very succcssiul efforts in the country 
in ::'\larch ]a,t. \Ve bad a good many mc,m­
bq·s on tlw of tcr side of the Chamber pro­
r,hc·cyins what the Go;-ernmcnt were going to 
meet with when they went to the country, 
but the Govemment met with a very different 
reception horn that which members opposite 
untici p~ttPLi. 

Hon. A. G. C. IIAWTHOR:<r: They had a lot 
of luck. 

Ho:<r. T. )JEV ITT: Do you think that the 
people of Queensland have not Luflicient in­
telligence to d···cido which is the but party 
to reprc,,cnt them in the Legislative 
A ·-scmbly ? 

Hon. A. G C. HAWTHORN: They had a 
lot of luck, and :you know ho\1. 

Hox. T. NEVITT; 'I'hey had. this much 
luck, thac they hat.! had three , uccee'lful 
years of administration, and the people 
recogniocd that thev intended, as far as 
their po\n rs y;ould pennit thmn, to in1~ 
p·ov,, the contlition o£ the workers and pro­
du,;ers co:npnn·cl with what they had boon 
in the past. 'I'lwt is \\hat the people 
n ali,ed m l\larch last when they -ent back 
the Ry~,.n GoYerruneL::. with a bigger majority 
than they h'1d bdore. The GovDrnmcnt are 
no1v in J)o::.~ession of v,-r:.ry great power, and 
I sinc,m·ly hope they will use that power 
with discn:etion, and I have sufficient con­
ficlence in the Goveru,ne:lt to believe that 
thev will do ,o. \Ye all know that we are 
!Jaf·'"ing t:~rou:; h YCl')~ troublesotnc times, and 
whit" 1n~ nuty not agree politically, I think 
we should trv n t a time like this to give 
ca"h other c,:edit for trying to the be• t of 
our ability to promote the welfore of the 
country (Hear, hear!) 

I wish, further, to eongratubte the Go­
Yermncnt upon the very etatesmanlike pro­
gramme they ha;-e submitted to Parliament 
in }lis Excellency's ~pr~.:eh. E"ery \Section 
of the com:·mnitv i. catered for in that 
Spc•.ch. Durin;; the vre-ent se ,siun, we shall 
be called upon to place upon the statute­
book legis~a·' ion affecting e\-cry section of 
the community, and I am confident that if 
that ler(islatifm receiYC'· the , air and im­
partial ·treatm·mt that it should receive, it 
will nc,c be very long before W" shall find 
th~t it \vill be of great benefit to the com­
munitl', I wou:d remind hon. gentlemen 
that th: mandate \\hi eh the Government 
have now rc~eive.d practical;y compels them 
to pas·; legislation that this House refused 
to pass on a fonner oc:~asion. 

I wish to cc.Jl attc•1tion to p.aragra:Jhs 2 
and 3 in Hi:• Kxcellency's f'lpeech. Para­
graph 2 reads es follows:-

" I am confident you will all share my 
regrd that the terrible war which has 
now lasted nearly four years has not 
yet ended in an honourable and enduring 
peace. Our chief consolation is tl:e cer­
tainty that Germany's -dream of umverc·al 
dominion cannot be realised, and that 
the heroic and co,tly resistance which thc 
Empire and its allies are offering to her 
lawle"s ambition will not have been in 
vain.,' 

I think we can all fully subscribe to that 
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statement, no matter on which side of the 
House we sit. \V e all sincerely hope that the 
war will not last much longer, and that an 
honourable and enduring peace is not far 
away. I do not propose to read the whole 
of paragraph 3, but I cannot refrain from 
quoting the following sentence :-

" Such deeds, unfortunately, cannot be 
performed without heavy lo's to the 
doers, and the ever-increasing number 
of dead and wounded among our valiant 
champions is a proof not only of their 
courage, but also of the dangers and 
difficulties they so cheerfully face." 

Dnfortunatelv, I am afraid that we have still 
to have a g~eat number more men injured 
and maimed before peace is brought about. 
I sincerely hope that the boys at the front 
will be reinforced in ,,ufficient numbers from 
the various allies, so that the dawning of 
peace rr.ay not be. unduly prolonged. I wish 
to refer to one or two phases of this question 
which call for some remark. Some people 
have said that the members of the Labour 
party do not go on recruiting platforms as 
much as they should do. My own person~! 
view is that it io. not those who go on pubhc 
platforms either for or against con.cription 
who do all the best work for the country. 
There are man<- other wavs in which induce­
ments can be -held out -to those who are 
physically fit to enlist in the defence of their 
country. If there was not so much com­
mercial immora.lity amongst us, I feel con­
fident that there would not be the same 
necessity to go upon the platform and solicit 
people to come forward and take their place 
among·t our comrades at the front. Then, 
again, some peopl~ have ~aid that Austra!ia 
has not done suffiCient. Up to date, I mam­
t.tin that she has done very well; but we 
shall never have done sufficient until we 
accomplish the end we are aiming for­
that is, a succeo-;ful putting down cf German 
militarvism. But when anyone says that 
Australia has not done enough, e.urely they 
do not realise that already we have sent over 
320 000 men across the sea, and, with the 
nu~ber of rejects, ver~' ne;trly half a million 
people have offered their services. Half a 
million out of a population of 5,000.000 
means that one-tenth of the population have 
ah·eadv offered their services to the country, 
and I-feel sure that, if commercial morality 
was a little better than it is to"day, a great 
many more would have come forward. I 
sball give one or two instances where I co':'­
sider improvement:' could be made. Here 1s 
a case in point showing what the "flag­
waggcrs" of New South Wales were doing. 
This appeared in the "Brisbane Courier" of 
24th April last-

" PATRIOTIC FuNCTIONS. 

"INVESTIGATION IN NEW SOl:TH WALES. 

"Sydney, May 23. 
"An immediate investigation of all the 

oro·anisations and schemes to raise money 
fo; patriotic purposes has been d:'.ci·?ed 
upon by the Department of Repatr1at10n. 
It is stated that in some case, action may 
have to be taken by the department under 
the powers conferred upon it by the \V ar 
Precautions Act. Colonel Far, an officer 
of the department, intimated to-day that 
some striking cases had already come 
under notice. In one suburb a carnival 
for raising money for the insurance of 
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recruits was to yield 63 per cent. to the 
promoter, the remaining 37 per cent. 
going to the fund." 

I ask hon. gentlemen whether they think that 
is a fair thing. 'C nder the cloak of asc.ist­
ance to wounded soldiers they get up an 
entertainment out of which they take 63 per 
cent. of the profits and hand back to the 
wounded soldi.ers only 37 per cent. Thc·"e, 
and similar things, are what have caused a 
number of the physically fit not to come 
forwar,] to defend their country. The same 
article continues-

" \Vhile in vet another ca'"e 80 per 
c.:·nt. of the t:i:kings were to go to the 
showman, the patriotic fund benefiting 
to the extent of 20 per cent." 

Thev me the soldier,, as an advertisement tc 
get the people to buy their tickets, and then 
extract 80 per cont. of the profits and put 
them in their own pockets, and hand back 
20 per cent. to the ;oldiers. Those are the 
things that hfl:ve caused a. ~ood deal. of ~he 
,o-called slackmg in recrmtmg. I '\nil giVe 
another instance of commercial immorality 
which has exactly the same effect as the 
instanc,?s I have already given. Messrs. 
Huddart, Parker, and C'o. were fined. £5 for 
supplying the Defence Department with coal 
20 per cont. short of the quantity ordered. 
I will quote another instance with quite the 
opposite result, although I do not condone 
anv policy of short weight in any shape or 
fm:m. This particular cas.e appeared. in the 
Brisbane law courts, and 1t was al;o m con­
m•ction with the supply of goods to the 
Defnnce Department, the deficiency being 
v11lucd at ls. 3d. The presiding magistrate 
fin.od the defendant an amount of £10 for 
robbing the Commonwealth of ls. 3d. worth 
of crockery, but Huddart, Parker, and Co., 
one of the. wnlthiest companies in Australia, 
for robbing the Commonwealth of 20 per 
cent. of the goods for which they tendered, 
were only fined a " fiver." Even the Mel­
bourne " Argue," which it is well known has 
no sympathy for the men who hold Labour 
views, could not stand the bare-faced rob­
berv of the Defence Department by the coal 
pro]orietors, and E'xpressed itself in very 
strong terms on the subject in a leading 
article, pointing out that, as justic~ is admin­
istered in Australia to-,day, there IS one law 
for the rich and another for the poor. 
So long as these conditions exist, you 
cannot expect the physically fit to come 
forward to defend their country, because tbey 
a re not going to defend such scoundrels as 
I have referred to. It is up to the people 
of Australia to do their duty and to leave 
Po stone unturned until they put down such 
thin!!S as I have mentioned. I F<ay, with­
out f<>ftr of contradiction, that commercial 
mora litv is at a 1 ower ebb to-day than ever 
in the annals of history. Our law court' in 
everv direction have pointed this out. Look 
at tb.o recorrls of the law courts of Great 
B~itain and the law courts of every civilised 
communitv. and you find that commerci>;I 
rr>oralitv is lower to-dav than ever, and until 
th<> people of Australia re!'li'e what their 
dntv is, not only to th" soldwrs, but to those 
who re•nain behind and have to produce th<' 
requirements of life, .and !!ive them a square 
deo l. we are not gomg to r-et whf't we. are 
lrwking for. The war, at the .m:e,ent t1me, 
is in such a <'ritical stage that It 1s up to a)l 
n" rti0' in the communitv to s;tt~c thmr 
differences and do the best that 1s 111 them 



Addr1ss in Reply. [29 MAY.) Address in Reply. 17 

to get the country out of its dif!icultie,. In 
the past we have not been told the truth in a 
great many instances. \Vhen the allies had 
,a reverse in France only the other day, what 
was the result? As soon as it became known 
in Australia a greater number of recruits 
came forward. Had the censor simply used 
his common sense, if he possc,,sed any, and 
allowed information that is allowed to be 
sent broadcast in Great Britain-had he 
allowed the same information to be circulated 
broadcast in Australia, we would not be in 
the position we are in to-day, having to go 
upon the platform and beg and pray young 
fellows to come forward to def~nd their 
countrv. Give a Britisher all the facts; put 
them straight in his faro, and he will be pre­
pared to do his duty, provided that the 
jwoplc with the money are prepared also to 
do their duty and give him justice. 

I wish to refer briefly now to a letter thut 
I saw in a newspaper some little time ac:o 
over the si<m<ltnre of an hon. member of this 
Chamber .. oi do not intend to go into very 

great detail in connection with the 
[5 p.m.] matter, but, as a member of this 

Chamber, I strongly resent some 
of the E'xprcs;,ions contained in that letter. 
Speaking of Labour m0mbors, and men1~)\._"rs 
of unions gcnemlly, the hon. member saJd-

" The-, have a court and two judges to 
see that" thev <1re in no way molested nor 
in nn:v rkrire0 injured. They have a 
trades hall to themselves. At the present 
time they are solicitously cared for by 
the Government. Is it much wonder that 
th0y claim all the dignity and privileges 
of tho nation?" 

I wish to point out the necessity for those two 
judges. According to the report for lust ye.ar 
of the Director of Labour and the Chwf 
Inspeetor of Factories <1nd Shops, the Labour 
Department found it necessary to institute 
prosecutions against forty-two persons in the 
city of BrisbanP or its limits for breaches of 
the Industrial Pe,cce Act and the Industrial 
Arbitration Acts nnd awards; and, under the 
Factories and Shops Acts, the department 
had to institute twenty-four prosecutions. In 
the countrv, under the Industrial Peace Act 
and Industrial Arbitration Act and awards, 
they had to initiate eighty-five prosecutions, 
and seventy-two prosecutions under the F<lc­
tories and Shops Acts. The departmPnt was 
instrumental in recovering arrears of wages 
during the tweh-e months ended 30th June, 
1917 on behalf of employees, of no less a sum 
tha~ £11,196. I wonder how many judges 
the hon. member would have required if he 
and his friends had been robbed to the extent 
of £11.000. It is ahsolutely ess,mtial that 
judges 'hould he provided to adjudicate in 
cases of this kind, when we find the employ­
ing class robbing their workers to the extent 
of £11,000 in one year. In this same letter 
the hon. mPmher U'led what I term an insult 
ing, jeering r<'m<>rk with reference to mem­
bers of this Chamber. He said-

" The le,ding lights of the brilliant 
men at the front of our,State politics to­
d-:v have begun the eledoral campaign 
·vdth an outburst of rancorous snihl 
egainst the Ffouee of Parliament. whicoh 
theY in·dn0ed th<' Governor to d~teior-ate, 
for m<mifc,t objects, last session." 

Implving that the memh<>re who were callc•d 
to this Chamber by His Excellency last 
session ha-d cause-d a deterioration in this 
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Chamber I throw the remark back in the 
hon. gentleman's teeth, and I say that the 
members of this party who were called to the 
Council last year are just <>s honourable as 
the hon. gentleman who used that expression. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: Whoever he was, he 
only represc'nted himself_ He does not repre-­
sent this Chamber. 

HoN. T. NEVITT: I know he is only m;e, 
hut that is his opinion, and I give my opinion 
in the opposite direction, which I am per­
fectly entitled to do. Here is another extract 
from this letter-

" Note this, ye men who, by close 
application to business, devotion of your 
intel:ect to the higho,- aims of life, 
honesty in all your dealings, have earn<'ld 
money, and ooved some of it." 

No doubt, there are a number of hon. mem­
bers of this Chamber who have earned money, 
and earned it honestly. But the inference 
there is that other hon. members may have 
m<Vde money that thev did not earn honestly. 
Yet we find any numb~r of instances in the 
report of the Department of Labour which 
show that a good many business people in 
(luecmland have tried to keep back from 
thocc who earned their money honestly iin 
amount of over £11,000, and that the depart­
ment was able to prevent those employers 
from defrauding their employee·, of that 
amount of money. Language of that kind 
doe~ not become anyone, much less an hon. 
member of this Chamber. The hon. member 
further said in his letter-

" You may, a la mode democratical, in 
dealing with opponents, evade veracity, 
economise truth, substitute fictions for 
facts, freely use vulgar epithets when 
referring to your opponents." 

I can throw that remark back in the hon. 
member's teeth. Personally, I do not believe 
in usino- vulgar expressions at finy time, but, 
when hon. m£mhers of this Chamber apply 
remarks of that kind to other hon. members, 
it is about time we got our backs up and 
rdaliated. 

Hon. P. J. LE.\HY: Why don't you retaliate 
in the same paper as the letter appe<1red in? 

HoN. •r. NEVITT: Would we get the same 
publicity as the hon. member got? 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: You ought to try; you 
never know. 

HoN. T. NEVITT: I certainly did not 
trv but we haye had experience of our 
p~dspect•, of success in the past. 

I will now give, in reply to the hon. mem­
ber's view of the members of the Labour 
]Jarty. the opinion of a man whn is equally 
as good a j ud!','e of ability and in oyerx 
other direction as the hon. member. Th1s 
is what Lord }1orley says. speaking of 
Labour members of the House of Commons-

" Will anvbodv who has watched the 
Hon'le of C~mmons sa,· that in modera­
tio~ of demeanour. in" decency of man­
ner~, in self-respect,, in freedom from 
swao-ger and assu~nptron, these men have 
shm~E them ·elv~o inferior to men sitting 
by their side who have had all the op­
portunities of W<'alth, education, and 
culh1re. If I were leaving the House 
of Commons to-morrow, and were e.al:ed 
upon to adjudicate a prize I would 

Hon. T. Nevitt.] 
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impartially give the prize for good man­
nc1·s, for ~elf-re,: :)cct, for mt Jeration of 
statement, for respect for the audience 
they addrP>SPd in the Houso of Com­
mons, to the dozen Labour men whom 
we have had the pleasure of having 
amongst us rather than a dozen gentle­
men I could name if I liked." 

'l'hat comes from a man of world-wide 
reputation and an impartial observer. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: I suppose we arc 
equally good here, are we not'! 

HoN. T. NEVITT: The men representing 
the Labour movement in this Chamber to­
dav oomo from exactlv the ea.me cla·s as the 
men of whom Lord" J\Iorky was speaking 
when he usod those words. lily hon. friend 
who moye.d the adoption of the .\ddress in 
Reply nid ho represented a cca, . \V e do 
reprt ·.ent a class. 

Hon. .P. J. LEAH> : \V e represent every­
body. 

lloN. T. NEvTI'r: We represent the 
worket· every time-not nece ·.sarily the 
manual ·war ker alone, because there arc 
many besides manual workers included in 
our movement. \Vo have tried to the be-t 
of our ability to give everyone a fair and 
square deal. \Ve are entitled to that, and, 
what is more, we ar'l going to insist upon it. 
The people have giYen us a mandat::, and 
1ve are going to put it into t'xecution. 

\Ve come now to paragraph four of the 
Governor's Speech, which shows that the 
GoYernment are not negligent in their duties 
so far as the returned soldier is concerned. 
We haYe had ample evidence of judging 
that the Government, from the very com­
mencenwnt of the war, realised the rre ... '-..t 
r(•·.ponsibility thrown upon them to make 
the best provioion possible for our return~d 
~oldiers when they came back to Queensland. 
They set apart a good portion of land at 
Beerburrum and also at Sunnybank, and 
spent a good deal of money in both places. 
They also set aside some of the fincot lands 
in the Central and Northern parts of Queens­
land. In r nothcr part of the Governor's 
Speech we find that about one-third of the 
Cecil Plaim Estate is also specially r;•,erved 
for returned soldiers. That shows that the 
Government have realised their duties and 
are fulfilling them to the b<"3t of thrir ability. 
I believe what has been said by impartial 
ob··ervcrs from other States, that, as far as 
they can L·ct.ther, tho Ryan Government ha:·e 
don" more than a.nv other Government m 
Australia for the return<'d soldier. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: Victoria is far ahead 
of you. I will show you directly. 

HoN. T .NEVITT: I a.m not as conversant 
with what h>L• been done in Victoria r .. s 
with wh .. ,t h~·J been done in Quenmland, but 
I know that a.t the pre,ont time there are 
manv and valuable forms of land t0nure 
in Queensland whi·h are open fer the re­
turned soldier only. Impnrtial ob nrvers 
from other Sbtes havC' s,,id thd we arc far 
ahead of auy other State. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: It is not corred. 

HoN. T. :N"EYITT : Thn.t may be so from 
the hon. gentleman's point of view. Of 
cou.rce, we cannot all see from the samP 
P"'int of view. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: I will give you so:ne 
figure' in a day or two. 

[Hon. T. Ncvitt. 

Hox. T. NE\ ITT: I shall have very great 
plea,ure in listening to the hon. gentleman. 

Now we come to the paragraph of the 
rovort mentioning the very seri<Jus storn1s 
and floods which have afflicted the Central 
and Northern parts of the State. \V e can all 
''Ympathise with those people who, in many 
cac.os, practically spent a lifetime in buildi":g . 
up a little home for themselves and theu 
families, and who in a few hours saw those 
homes totally de3troyed. The Government 
realised their responsibilities in that direc­
tion and sent up representatives to each 
place to try and find out the immediate 
requirements of the pcopl0. and they did 
what thev thought was necessuy, under the 
circumsta'nces, and tried to relieve the dis­
trecs as much as poo•:ible. :Men who have 
eprung £ro1n the ranks know fxactly Vi,~hat 
privations of that kind mean to the worker. 
Those who haYe not sprung from the ranks, 
and who havo been bl•:ssed with a good deal 
of this world's goods, do not always realise 
what is abs•Jlutelv necec'etn• in cases of that 
kind. We have had similar in•·tanc•cs in the 
past, when troubles were not handled with 
the same liberality with "·hi eh the pre .ent 
Government handled the la-te troubles in the 
North. 

The nf'xt paragraph in the Speech relates 
to the State butchers' ·hops and the fish 
suppl1. Mv honourable friend dealt· very 
full,- 'with that portion of the Sperch, and I 
shail not. therefore, treo,pa.sJ further on the 
time of the Council in that regard. 

In the next pararrraph of thn Sneec11 I 
notice, from my point of view, . t)w V<;ll'Y 
plca•.ing result of the land admmL tratwn 
of the present Gov,·rnment. \Ye were told 
that very few people have any belief in the 
perp;•tual loa'··? ey·tcm, but we find th.tt 
some people '.rho had " fre·ehold tenure. or a 
tenure which could be converted mto a 
freehold in the cour·J of a few c-cars. volun­
tarilv g-iving up their fr··ehold tenure and 
going in for a leaechold tenure. 

flan. P. J. LEAHY: How manv? 
HoN. T. NEVITT: It does Jeot give the 

number. 
Hon. P. J. LE.\ln:: I think there were 

three. 
Hox. T. XEVTTT: I will jut r0ad that 

paragraph for the information of the hon. 
gentleman. It says-

" 2\.ianv selectors who held land as 
agricult,;ral farmco ha-'•Te brought their 
holdin!f' under perpe! ual ka·.c tenur". 
Ccril Plains Repurchased Eetah, <·0m­
prisin"' ali are~ of 120.947 acres. has been 
suryeV~d int,-") 208 nortlons; a rout one­
third· of the ectato (40.475 acres) hfls been 
set apart for soldier srttlell•f'nt, and the 
rf'ma.inder will be opened for pcq.,~tual 
lease eelP .. tion at an 0arly clat<"' " 

That is a verv plc<:sinp: f,.,_<urr ~o those lvho 
ha,-e been :tdvocatm.O" for prad·•··llv a ltf'­
time the leasehold tqcure a" ~o:ein·t frr~hold. 
'l\'"h0n v0u find people -,-olunh=uilv giY:ing up 
tho fre.·hold tenure for leasehold tonur<' it 
slhlYS th ·! WC' wcrA or· the r'"H trad< when 
we advoc·:tkcl lcrsPhold as against freehold. 

Hon. P. ,T, L~.\H'!: There is only a mere 
fraction. 
Ho~. 'f' '\R'TITT: There is an old say­

ing-, of whi0h I have no doubt the hon. gentle­
man is :~ware. thnt a straw ''·ill indicate the 
direction of tlw wind. and a .\raw will in, 
•licate lhe tron<l of r·ublic o;:Jinion; and we 
know ~hat th" p0oplo backed the Gm·crn-
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!"lent UJ by sending !hem b wk with a bigger 
rrwjcrit:c in the other J-Iou ~ than was oyer 
1L~O"\Vl1 l- J:or.._'. 

Ho. I'. J. LLHY: Xot on that 1ssue. 
You knu,,v thr.) ~·cal rC'a'_,O:\l ,, h~~ you came 
brtck, dcn't you? 

llox. T. KEVITT: That "·as one of the 
i·: u :s, >n.d it is vt:ry gratifying b my·<eL', 
and I !mow that it must bo w to my 
coil~ agtF'S. 

ThDn, \Yr:' cn:nv:_~ to tl i~ question of forest 
,., •crve.tion. In the p:cst the Government of 
the State hac br. n so negligent that at the 
prc,cnt time theJ·o '' only 1 per cent. of 
the lands of Queensla.nd held for tim­
ber rcscnes. In thickly and densely popu­
L-t(d countries ~il;;:c Europ8 thry have -,on1e­
thing E ko 25 per ce!lt. of forcc:t land 
reserved. 1- it noi• a reflection on tlw policy 
of past Admini· ·rations hero? Th•.y have 
turn,•·d cv-: rC'a -,DlHtblc as~2t thev could into 
ea :h. a·1d they tdl us that they have 
h ·.cl -urpluses. 

1-Ion. P. J. I..~EAIIY: 'I'he conditions aru 
difieront. 

HoN. T. ]\;EVITT: (_,£ courb:J the cvndi­
tions are dinerent. The conditions are so 
much differe:~t rhat. insteecd of having 25 
per cent. of our la1, tS under for8st in thi~ 
-country as tho:. have in Europt'J V;0 s~1oulcl 
have cor.·.i.flerably rnct·e. 

Hon. P. J. I.EAHY: \Ye h;;.ve them in 
fdro 7s, l--ut they are :;_1ot re<~:rved_ 

Hox. T. KEVIT'l': If I read this para­
graph corro::tly in _t 1 t(~ Govr"-·nor's Speech, it 
moans that there 1s only 1 per cent. of the 
bnds of Queensland with marketable tim­
ber that are reserved. It behoves any 
Govcrnmo:1t to sec tJu-~t a con: idorable area 
'f our lands that arc inferior for ·griculture 
and dairying pul"[JO ,,s, but capable of pro­
Jueing rnarkctab!c tln1Lcr~, a.:_~ put under 
timber for the benefit of future gcncmtions. 

Then, th;., next paragu ~)h alludes to the 
State pro·dUdl ac:ency. :;\l[y collPc• 'J'UC dealt 
,-cry cxhaL<cti,·elc \.ith that ma'ter, and I. 
thcrcfor , slnll r nt cay anything further 
upon it thon that I UL•.;erstand from tho.<l 
1vho a~, \Veil ab:o to jedgo that the Sta L'~ 
pr· :;;uce ag JC:C" ~as bcr·n ostabli~hed on ~=,oud 
!in<'c an-cl thnrc ie ewry probabi;ity d it 
Lei1~g not onl:,- a coullnercial succc:3s but 
rati fa(,ory to producer and consun1er alil{e. 
I~ v. ill b~ the me .. "m of bring-ing tiw pro­
ducer and -un1~·r 111uch more de -.,elv to­
irethcr, and therr'b.r saYing a goc;d dt::~l of 
unnc-1.·0' c.;arv cost, and from \Yhat I eau len.rn 
thcr~ js C\-ery probu bility of the YGnturc 
turning out "-hat 111a~~ be tcr_ned a ho,vling 
success. 

La"' vcar the "rc-,-'ldn of th motion for 
the ~\ddn•, ·, in Rcnlv · .. tid that thcro were 
c, rta:in nndcrt, ·king~ ~Yhich private enterprise 
could ncl and would not develop, and that 
it wac the duty of the country to develop 
them. We:J now, that is exar'lv the a.ttitude 
1;1 c L1ke up in ronne·'"'tion ·xi 1

_\ u the Iron and 
Steel \Vorh Bill. Bd how ·c;id hon. mem­
b~rs on the c.1hc1~ siJc tr(•at that Bill last 
;-_ession? The G .J ,.l'l'nrnont plac,d before them 
the absolute necr"·sitv that exist• d at that 
time-and I am sure that at the pr'SC'lt time 
iho ne·," :;it:, is greater-that we should 
'" omc as neady "' rcSbible _,elf-supporting. 
That Bill wa' not passe-d. But the Govern­
Incn:t ir" so ·ch~termined, :~-o sincere in its 

bu inc.<:~ 111( 'ho-~~s, that it is going to reintro~ 
duc0 the Bi:l as r··-trly . ;:;; po_, ib:o, to se·~ 
•.d1ethor ho'". m• ·.nbers o£ thi Cho;uber will 
rtc·~ give it the :-:cl·:ous cun~iderat~G::l the 
GoYcrnnu'nt rcqnlr-, .in order to put it 011 a 
f-ir and ·Jtmd fomu'at'on. 

Hen. R. sc~r;:r;-:: TlF ocene is c!Hmgcd-­
'vc L1ve .~:on tho elections. 

HoN. T. NEVIT'l': No doubt; and I 
hope that that is ono of the reasons which 
"ill induce them to give this matter the con­
sideration it requires. 'What does our friend 
the " Bri• banc Courier" say en this matter? 
On the 22nd of the pruont month, in a lead­
ing article or a sub-leader, it made u e of 
the following words:-

"As a matter of principle, the inter­
ference of the State in the domain of 
private cnterprice is nothing but tn -­
pass, and is justifiable neither morally 
nor economically." 

Fancy the "Bri·bane Courier" speaking of 
anything being justified "morally" ! The 
''Brisbane Courier," in its old age, is learn­
ing wmething. It is trying to maim people 
believe that it ie posse'"·ed of morals. Well, 
I ··inccrely hope that it will put its com­
mercial morality to a little better use than 
in the past-that is, by giving a fair dea.l 
to everybody who should get a square deal. 
In th~ pa'.t it h.1s not given to members on 
this ·ide of the Chamber, to melilbers of this 
political line o£ thought, either a fair, or a. 
jw;t, or a rea>·Onablc d<:'al-and yet it talks 
alYmt morals! In a. further statement it 

"J:\ormally speaking, prices are subject 
to the control of free and honest com­
petition.'' 

I ask anv hon. memb0r whc ther those wordo 
are true~ at the present time? \Vhy, every 
bush:0ss rr1an kno\vs, every man who pur­
chases anything in the con1munity knows, 
that we are not open to free and honcot 
competition. Anything but free! \V e are 
not frc.J in a thow-and and one wa:. o. Let 
a man soL up a cert"1in line of bu·.illc.c.:J and 
he will find, if he does not care to <2dhere 
to the prices laid down by the -different as"lo­
ciation,·, that he is not free. They will not 
even supply him with material at all. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: Ar0 not prices regulated 
now'? 

HoN. T. KEYITT: Some of them only. 
I say that it was never justifiable for anybody 
to make use of t·.~ose \Vords, particularlv at 
the present time. Evcrc:body knows 'that 
there i" n0 fre · competition. Certainly not 
TI"ithin those last ten or twelve or twenty 
J0ar-; have we had free competition in com­
mercial life in every way in Queendand. 

Now, just a few words on thf' mining 
induotry. :\1y hon, friend dealt exhau~tively 
\Vith the 111inir-.s- industry, but I ,;ould just 
liko to givo my modicur_.l c~ prai .o to HF' 
:Minister cccupying the positicn of Sccrdary 
for Mines, and also to hi_; prcdec,·<.or. In 
my estinr1tion, tho~e t\\ o 1\Iini.~tPrs ha\'8 done 
more for the mining industry than dl other 
Ministers put tcg£ ther. TheY have a.·dminis­
tPred thei1· department in a more busine•.;­
liko, a more ju~t, and a 1ncre rr::1::;onablr~ 
manner than it has cvN experienced bdorc. 
Take the qucction of State batteries. ·when 
I wa'' <1 member of the other House, and 
long before, tho party advocated the erection 

[Hon. T. Nwitt. 
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of State batteries. The hon. gentleman who 
now occupies the position of President of the 
Council was the first Secretary for Mines to 
put the idea into practical operation, with 
the result that the battery which was estab­
lished has been a verv material benefit to 
the Wolfram Camp district. I sincerely 
hope that the present Minister will continue 
in that same line of action. Then, again, 
those J\Iinisters opened a free ac.3ay office in 
Cloncurry, and another in :iYiareeba, which 
have been of very material advantage to 
those mineral districts. For many, many 
years we had been asking past Governments 
to do that, but they would not budge an 
inch; they left everything to private enter­
prise. With what result? Whore is the gold 
mining industry to-·day? Had the department 
been administered bv such liberal-minded 
men as the present Jvlinister and his pre­
deces·or, I believe that the gold·mining in­
dustry would not have been in such a lan­
guishing state as we find it to·day; it would 
have been in a much better condition. Then, 
again, take the Roma oil bore. The Ryan 
Government made a national monopoly of 
the mineral oil resources of Queensland, with 
the result that, I believe, from all accounts 
-geologists' reports and so on-that we are 
on the eve of a great discovery in the Roma 
district. If we can only strike oil in payable 
quantities, there is not the slightest doubt 
that it will relieve the Government of Queens­
land in their financial troubles very materi­
ally. becaus0 at the present time we pay 
something like 200 or 250 per cent. more for 
kerosene, benzine, and other mineral oils 
than in pre-war times. If we could only 
strike oil in payable quantities in the Roma 
district, thoro would be such a revolution in 
Queensland for the benefit of the people of 
Queensland that it would be a very much 
happier country to live in. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: If we do not? 

HoN. T. ~EVITT: Well, we shall have 
to go on trying somewhere eh0, because 

·there are other places in Queensland which 
have indications of containing oil under the 
surface. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: Better indications, too. 

HoN. T. NEVITT: That I do not know. 
But I do know that there are other dis­
tricts, and I sincerely hope that, if we 
fail here, we are not going to close down 
altogether. I hope the Government will not 
allow that plant to lie i·dle, but will utilise 
it in other places. All we want are the sinews 
of war. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: We will see that they 
do it. 

HoN. T. NEVI'l'T: Hon. members have been 
such firre advocates in the past of socialistic 
enterprises that I am quite sure, now that 
thev know what the voice of the people has 
been, that they will turn round and exercise 
their abilities in that direction. The mover 
of the Address in Reply last ye;u also said 
that there was not a Bill of v.ny great import­
ance in the Governor's Speech. That hon. 
member should be highly flattered. because 
in two directions the GovNnment have fol­
lowed out the little hints-shall I call them­
that he gave. One was that the Government 
had not dealt •vith their financial proposals 
in the Speech. On this occasion they had 
referred to them in the Speech to some 
extf'nt. Then, again, we have smne very, 
verv important Bills amongst the measures 
presented. \V e have, fo, instance, the Health 

[Hon. T. Nevitt. 

Bill. In my estimation that is one of the 
most important Bills with which it is possible 
for any Chamber to deal. ~\t the present 
time there is great room for improvement 
in our HNt!th Act. More stringent and more 
liberal methods are necessary to deal with 
the red plague and the whit, plague. For­
tunatelv, our medical gentlemen-and we 
have two in this Chamber who arc always 
prepared to place their knowledge ut the 
disposal of tho Chamber, and although I 
have not bet'n hero very long, I have read 
their speeches when any Health Bill or any 
other mea,ure doaling with the medical 
faculty was before the Chrnnber-fortunatcly, 
the medical facultv the world over are now 
realising and ln·i,}ging under the notice of 
the people the great necessity of dealing with 
the red plague and the white plague, and 
the prevention of th·' destruction of infantile 
life. Our Government have taken the bull 
b:v the horno, 'o to speak, and opened baby 
clinirs. Although the Hon. Mr. Fowle>. when 
speaking on this quc,.tion last year, was told 
that the Government intended to deal with 
baby clinic'' 1• he replied, " Yes, in seven, or 
eight. or ten years' time." In less than as 
many weck3 after the hon. gentleman spoke­
in fact, I think even at the time he was 
speaking-the Home Department had made 
investigations as to the best methods to 
adopt to prevent this great destruction of 
infantile life. with the result that a few 
"·rcks after the hon. gentleman •·polm baby 
clinics wert' estab\i,hed in Brisbane. Medical 
gentlemen ha\<' infm mcd me that the:: arc 
doing vcrv excellent work, and I understand 
that the GoYernmcnt are rroing to extend the 
clinic· to other parb of tho State. 

Hon. P .• T. LEAHY: Did you not start them 
a week before the elections? 

Ho~. T. NEVITT: Could you organise 
babv clinics in a week, or a month, or a 
vcai· before the elections? It takes con­
~idera.blc amount of investigation to acquire 
the information vou n0ed before vou can 
establish matters of the kind on a ruccessful 
ba:;is. There is one thing I can say, and that 
is that all the Governments the hon. gentle­
man has :mpported during the wholf' of hio 
political life never thought it worth their 
v, hi le to do anything to save infantile life. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: Any Government I 
supported did. 
Ho~. T. NEVITT: They never took any 

action in that direction. It is only during 
the last six months that anything worth a 
mention has been done to prevent the de 
struction of infantile life. 

Ther<' is another phase of this question 
on which I should like to say a few words, 
and that is cremation. I understand that a 
mec,sure is to be introduced dealing with 
cremation, a.nd I hope that cremation will 
be made compulsorv. espeeiallv in i:he case 
of infectious disease:,;. Steps should be taken 
to make cremation popular by having 
lec"ures delivered on the subject. 

Hon. P. J. LEMIY: \Vhy not make it a 
plank of the ptcrty platform? 

HoN. 'r. 1'\EYITT: The party have the 
health of the people at heart. At an:;· rate. 
I s:nr0rclv hope that included in the Bill 
will b,, rlrovisions makiPg- Cl'e'l'lfl~lon C01ll­

puJsorv. There are a number of otbor thing;s 
that I should have liked to hav" brourrht 
nndrr your notice\ but time- i~ pa~~ing, and 
I sha 11 conclude bv ea llino: attention to the 
financial proposals" of the Government. The 
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last paragraph of His Excellency's Speech 
g1ves the reason why increased taxation is 
necessary. It says--

" During the year the railway service 
and certain other Government employ~Eq 
have secured a\'·ards front the Arbitration 
Court. In addition. industrial agree­
ments under the Arbitration Ar.t have 
been made between the Government and 
certain b~anohes of the onblic service. 
including thB teachers, police, prisons a11d 
asy1um en1ployecs, general officers1 pro­
fessional officers. and others." 

The milway service alone is responsiblP for 
an increase of £759,000, owing to the increased 
rates of wages paid under the awa!'ds and 
the increased cost of material. The producers 
of Queensland will have to make up that 
dcfl,ciency. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: You have not to1d us 
how the ::\Iorthern railway strike was settled. 

HoN. T. NEVITT: It was settled in a 
satisfactory manner, and without bloodshed. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: Has the New Zealand 
judge sent in his award? 

HoN. T. NEVITT: I am not in the confi­
dence of the Government in that matter, hut 
I have no doubt that if a question is 
addressed to the Minister he will supply the 
information- The railway employees, the 
school teachers, the police, and the other 
officers enumerated in the Governor's Speech 
ha vc been gi von something lilm a reasonable 
award, and the result will be, if you do not 
pass the taxation proposals of the Govern­
ment, that there will be a deficit. It is the 
duty of the Government to make income and 
expenditure meet as far as lies in their power, 
and they are going to try to do that by thE' 
imposition of four additional taxes--income 
tax, land tax, ,uccession and probate duties, 
and stamp duties. Those are the methods 
by which they propose to m<tke up the deficit, 
and they have a mandate from the country 
that members of this Council shall give 
sE'rious consideration to those measures and 
allow them to pass, so that the Government 
may close the yea1· with a small surplus 
instead of a deficit. They are going to put 
the burden on those who are able to carry 
it. I hav<' here a quotation which shows 
commercial morality as it exists to-day, and 
it is too good not to be printed in "Han­
sard." It reads thus--

" The New York City Department of 
Health has unearthod a sensational fraud 
in the manufacture of fake salvarsan. 
The imitation, which v, as put up in New 
York and sold widely th"oughout the 
Unitnd Shtes. as well as in Canada. 
ME'xico. and Central America, consists of 
or,dinarv table salt coloured with a little 
aniline , dye. The package, circular. am­
poul, and cvery visible detail of the 
original articl0 are cunningly imitated. 
It i,~ believed that at least 50,000 doses of 
thP fake article have been sold. Con­
sidering what salvarsan is sold for. the 
faker of salvarsan reaches about the limit 
of the depths of human callousness for 
gold." 

Thoqe ,are the kind ol: people that we are try­
ing to' root out of the country. 

Hon. A. H. WHITTINGHA:M: That i" not in 
Australia. 

HoN. T. NEYITT: We have the same cle.ss 
of people in Australia. 

Hon. A. H. WHITTINGHA1i: I don't believe 
that. 

HoN. T. NEVITT: I will bring you evi­
dence of it before I am very much older. The 
object of this p;trty is to root out men of that 
class, and to prevent a~y more men of a 
similar class taking root m the country. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: That is our object, too. 
HoN. T. NEVITT: Then you have not 

demonstrated it in the past. 
Hon. P. J. LEAHY: It is not our fault. 

HoN. T. NEVITT: It is ''our fault, or the 
fault of the Government of t~e d'!-y, because, 
if there were stringent leg1slatwn o~ t~e 
statute-book, those people could not ex1st !n 
Qu!'ensland. I have very much p~easure m 
seconding the motion for the adoption of the 
Address in Reply. 

HoN. P. J. LEAHY: I beg to move the 
adjournment of the debate. 

Question put and passed. 

The resumption of the debate was made an 
Order of the Day for Tuesday next. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

The SECRETARY FO"!'t MINES: ~ beg 
to move--That the Council do now adjourn. 

Qut'~tion put and passed. 

'l'he Council adjourned at twenty minute~ 
to 6 o'clock p.m. 




