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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

WEDNESDAY, 29 MAY, 1918. 

PRESENTA'I10N OF SPEAKER. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. W. McCormack, 
Cairns) took the chair at 10 o'clock and 
said : I shall now proceed to Government 
House, there to present myself to Hi's 
Excellency the Governor for His Majesty's 
Royal approbation. 

The SPEAKER then left the Chamber. 

On the House resuming at two minutes to 
12 o'clock. 

The SPEAKER said: I have to report 
that I have this dav been to Government 
House, whore I pr~oented myself to the 
Governor for His Majesty's Royal approba­
tion a'' the member cho•,cn by the Assembly 
for the high >tnd honourable office of 
Speaker, and that His F.•,cellency was 
pleased to make the following reply :-

" Mr. SPEAKER,-
" I apprO\·e. on behalf of the King, of 

the choice which the Assembly has made 
in your person., 

After which, in the name and on behalf o-; 
the Legislative Assembly, I laid claim to 

Hon. W. JfcCormack.] 
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all the uu_doubtl'-d rights and privilP~es of 
the I-Iou'e, and praye-d that the moot 
favourable c'Jlls~ruction might at all tin1cs 
be put npon thor proceeding-; to which His 
Excellency repFcd-

" 
11-Ir. Sf'E!I_KER,-

" I roeoc• j,_,, &rrd confirm on behalf 
<Jf. ~ho IZir;g: the ltnvful 'rights and 
pnv::Jcg~s c-:ain1cU b:'\' the ~ntmbcrs of 
~he Leg·1slut:vo .1\ce·.cJnbly of Queensland 
rn ~F', full and arnplo a nr• nner as they 
hav~ beau !wrr•tJfore grant· d or allowed 
by His ::uaj 'ty." 

Gov=:RXuR'S OPEXIKG SI'E_ii;CH. 

A 1111-'- ··-:tgo ha7ing been reC'eiv0d tllJ.t the 
Go\·crnor rcqu.·,tcod thr· attnudo.n~o d :Jr. 
Speaker and mcmbcro of the Lcc;iolativo 
As~c1nbh, i::.1 thD Council ChJ._~lb_n\ 

The SPEA:a.l!_ a"d hon. mom:.,crs proceeded 
t!nthcr nccordug-ly, and having hoard the 
Openmg ~r·•ech re:1•d, returned to their own 
Chambm·, ,_-.·hen the i:OPEAKfR annou cced that 
he \\ ould n'stEne the chair -at half-pa~t 3 
o'clock. 

The Houoe having resumed at the ap­
pointed hour, 

COM]HlSSIO:'f TO AD1II:'-JISTER OATH. 
Th.:: SPEA [\],,R said: I ha 1 e to inform 

the house that his Excellency the Governor 
has bt·~~n ple3..0 t-'d to issue a Con1n1i~.>sion 
~ndcr the Great ;o,,ai of the Gtate empower­
I!lg m9 to u.clrn1nister the oath or aflirlna­
hon ~t allegiance to fuch Inenlbcrs as rnay 
herea!ter present themseh-c•, to be sworn 
which I now dirccL the Clerk to read to th~ 
House. 

The CLEHK rea] the Commission accord­
ingly. 

1IE:i\113ERS SWOHl\'. 

::'\In J. C. I'ETERSON AND Mn. \V. J. 
\YELLINGTON. 

Mr. J. C. I'ETEnsm; and Mr. W. J. 
\YELLINGTOK, having taken the oath and sub­
scl'Jbed the roll, took their seats &s members 
f~r the e!~ctoral districts a: Kormanby and 
Charters lowers respedJvely. 

ELECTIONS TRIRCNAL. 

JUDGE FOR 1918. 

The SPEAKER r,nnounced the receipt of a 
letter from the Chief Justice intima tin" that 
:f!.is HonoUl' l'l~r. Justice Chu'bb \lould be the 
J~dge to. preside at the sitting of the Elec­
tiOns Tnbunal for the year 1918. 

DESTRUCTION OF BALLOT-PAPERS. 

The SPE,\KER announced that he had 
recmved a letter from the Clerk of the 
Lcs·,islativo Assembly, stating that, pur­
suant jo an order mado by the House on 
28th November, 1917, he camed all ballot­
paper, in hie; possession, the period for the 
safo custody of which had expired, to be 
destroyed. The ballot-papers w-ere burnt in 
furnc:ccc, in th'l prc.,;ence of the Clerk As­
si·tant and himself, and before they left the 
g_round they wen satisfied that the destruc­
tiOn was complete. 

[Hon. TV.ll1cCormack. 

AUDITOR-GENER .\VS REPORT. 

ThP SPEAKER announced the receipt of 
the following from the .. \uditor-General: --

Auditor-General's report upon the 
balance-.~ he et of the QuePnsln.nd 
National Bank, Limited, for the 
h~lf-year ended 31ot Dccemb,,r, 
1917. 

Ordered to be printed. 

I' ANEL OF TEMPORARY CHAIRHEN. 

Tl1c SPEAKER: Pursuant to the require­
no' 1t- of Standing Order No. 11, I hcre:..y 
nominat2 t~1· Iollov,cing members to form the 
pand vf Tcmporar} Chairmen during the 
prc~wnt se\ Jion:-

Thomas Foley, member for the elec­
toral district of Mundingburra; 
Thomas Robert RoLerts, member for 
the electoral district of East •roo­
woomba; vVilliam, Forgan Smith, 
mem bcr for the elector <Cl district of 
J\fack.cy; Harry Fredcrick Walker, 
member for the electoral district of 
Cooroora ·, Goorge Pollock, member 
for the electoral district of Gregory. 

l\HKISTERIAL 81'ATEMEN'T'. 

The PREMIER (Hon. T . . I. Ryan, Barcoo): 
I beg to announce that on the twont-1·-sixth 
day of April, 1918, William Neal "Gillies 
was appointed a member of the Executive 
Council of Qucen,,land. On the thirtieth 
da~ of April the Hon. Thomas J oseph Ryan 
n<rgned his position as Vice-President of 
thc Executive Col!ncil, and the Hon. John 
McEwan Hunter re3igned his position as 
Secretary for Public Lands, and the Hon. 
.John Harry Coyne resigned his position as 
Sccrctarv for Railways. On the same day 
the Hon .. John 'McEwan Hunter was ap­
pointed Vice-President of the Executive 
Council, the Hon. John Arthur Fihellv was 
appointed Secretary for Railways, m1d the 
Hen .. John I-Ierry Coyne was appointed Sec­
retary for Public Land,. I b'g to lay on the 
table '• GoYcrnr,Jcnt Gaz•Jttes" dealing with 
the above. 

LEADERSHIP OF OPPOSITION. 

Mr. MACARTNEY ('l'oou·ony): I desire 
to inform the Hou.•c that I have been re­
elected to the position of leader of the 
Opposition. 

HoNOUR.\.BLE ME:VIBERS: Hear, hear ! 
The PREMI~R : I dc3ire to offer my con­

gratulations to the hon. member for the high 
honour that ha.~ been conferred upon him 
by the mer.Ibers of hio party. The position 
o_f leader of the Opposition is a very respon­
srble one. It ontails verv onerous duties and 
is a very groat t-ax on the time of any hon. 
membm who achieves it. In<ked, I think 
it take- nearly all his timo-I speak feeling·ly. 
having occupied the po.·,ition of leader of 
th_e 0pposition for a comidr,rable time my­
,·:Jf. I hope that our relations during the 
tm c the hon. member occupies the position 
will bo pleasant. and that we will ondea.vour 
to conduct the businec.s of th"' House har­
monioudy. I hope that the hon. mc,nber's 
health will enable him to stand the str~in­
bce~Ltu~e it is a. strain-and, in point of ti1nc, 
I trust th".t his tn:m will be a long one. 

I-IoXOl:RABLE MEt.lBERS: Hear, hear ! and 
laughter. 
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PAPERS. 
The following papers, laid on the table, 

were orderr d to be printed:-
Amendment of clause 18 of schedule to 

the Industrial .\rbitration Act of 
1316. 

Dr -patches from the s~cretary of State 
for the Colonies, conveying His 
1\Iajcsty's assent to certain Acts 
pm.-ced during the SC."'ion of 1917. 

A ward under the Indu .trial Arbitration 
Act of 1916 r~lating to "lirYeyor,.' 
la bouror· and cooks c•mployed by tJ:e 
departments of the Treasury, Public 
Lands, and Railwayc. 

Av.anl under the Indl!--I,rial Arbitration 
~\et of 1916 relating to certain em­
ployees of the Commissioner for Rail­
"·ays 0ngaged in mih ay refrc,hment­
rooins. 

Rules 0£ the Supreme Court as of \Ved­
nm:day, the fifth dc\~l of DPrernbcr, 
1917, be;ng Law Calendar for the 
year 1918. 

Order in Council under the Fish Supply 
Art of 1916. 

Regulations under the Income Tax Acts, 
1902-1915. 

The following papers 
table:-

ere laid on the 

Staterrwnts of certain inf'uranre coin­
panics under the Life Assurance 
Companies Act of 1901. 

THE OPE"JING SPEECH. 

The SPEAKER: I have to report that 
the Hou'-n this day attended His Excellency 

the Governor in the Council 
[4.30 p.m.] Chamber, where his ExcBllency 

delivered an Opening Speech to 
both Hou,cs, of which, for greater accuracy, 
I have obtained a copy. I am not going to 
read the Speech over again to hon. members, 
as the" have alreadv heard it read. Is it 
the pleasure of the House to take it as read? 

liO!';OUR.\BLE ;\IEMBER8: H<"ar, hear! 

ADDRESS IC\ REPLY. 

J\ir. J AMES (Logan), v ho was received 
with Government cheers, said : 1\1r. Speaker, 
-I ri·1e to move that the following Addrebs 
be presented to His Excellency the Governor, 
in reph· to the Speech of His Excellency on 
the opening of this the first sesgion of the 
twenty-first Parliament of Queensland:-

"MAY IT PLE.\~E Ym:n ExcELLENCY,-
" '\V<', His Majc',ty's loyal and dutiful 

subjects, t!lC' Members of the Legislative 
AssPmbly of Queensland, in Parliament 
a"·cembled, dc'-ire to a:c·-ure Your Excel­
lenc;· of our continued loyalty and affec­
tion towards thf' Throne and Person of 
Our r,Io,t Gr<wious Sovereign. and to 
tender our thanks to Your Excellencv for 
the Sp<"ech v:ith which you have 'been 
pleJ.<ed to open the present session. 

"The various rnc•a-,ures to which Your 
Exccllcnc:v has referred, and all other 
matters thnt may be brought before us, 
will receive our most careful considera­
tion, and it shall be our earne't endea­
vour so to deal with them that our 
ln.bonrs mav tend to the advancement 
and prospc1:ity of the State." 

The recent elections placed the Government 

in an excellent position to carry that out. 
We all notice the lack of attendance on the 
Opposition brnches, but I do not . think that 
that is due to any concerted actwn before­
hand but rather to the fact that the people 
of Que~n,land h'-Lve appreciated t~e fact that 
the Qu<oensland Government, durmg the last 
three year:<, have placed a soun<l and pro­
g-ressive polic,- before them. (Hear, hear !) 
Therefore, some of the gentlemen who repre­
sented elector-des in Queensland durmg the 
la t three ·. "ar, h11 vc not now the opportunity 
t•J sit on· tho Opp03ition henche '· (Hear, 
hear!) 

.\ GOVERN~IE>fT ~J'E;;IEER : It will be a good 
thing for the countr:y. 

~.Ir. JAMES: Undoubtedly. I do not 
ihink that the people did an unwise thing, 
but that the·,, knew exactly what they were 
doing when 'they give that decision on 16th 
M"rch last. (Hear, hear!) We must 
remember that this Government, during the 
lest three vears have hc•d a vf>l'y difficult 
task to ca~rv o~t-that is, to start a new 
programme of government in war time. We 
notice that for man" vears Queensland has 
gone on in an " how-'d'yP-do" sort of fashion, 
nnd has been in a state of comparative stag­
nntion. But in 1915 the people of Queens­
land came to the conclusion that a change 
was necessary, and therefore-and in spite 
of the war--the Labour Government was 
called upon to embark upon a progressive 
policv to replace that policy of stagnation 
to which the country had been subjected for 
half a ccntur;v. 

GoVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr J AMES : One of the great difficulties . 
in r,;spect of such a situation was that of 
finance. Hon. members ''ill notice that in 
the Governor's Speech it is proposed to make 
an interim statement in regard to the 
finances. That is stated to prcsagA a deficit 
on this occasion, as on the last. That deficit 
is to be expected. We find that there is a 
deficit in every State of the Commonwealth. 
It is a common condition of war time, but 
I nwst 'ay that it is wholly due to the 
action of the Legislative Council, which is 
the chadow of the Opposition which we have 
hrre, that we have a deficit in Queensland to­
dav, for the simple reason thot the finance 
Bills "hich wore introduced bv this Govern­
n·pnt in order to liquidate that deficit were 
tm'ned down. 
GOVERN~mNT Th1EMBERS: Hear, hear ! 
Mr. FRY : \Yhich Bills? 

Mr. JAMES: The Bills which were inter­
fered with by the L0gislativo Council com­
pri'1'd one which proposed to tax persons 
with incomes of over £60 per week. (Hear, 
h0ar !) We find that people who would be 
so bxe·d would have to pay about £5 17s. 6d. 
per week out of it, and would only have 
•omething Dver £50 per week with which to 
pav their butchers' bills-with which t{) get 
m<:;tt from the State butchers' shops. (Go­
vernment laught2r and hear, hears !). This 
Government, in spite of the difficult times 
under which we are passing, embarked on a 
polic;.- of national development. We find 
thev have attacked the ood svctem of the past 
rio-ht in the centre. One of the weaknesses 
of modern society at present is in distribu­
tion. It is with the matter of distributiDn 
th"t this Government have g;ranpled in some 
measure. We find that they arc trying to 
ihe bc>.t of their ability-and I think Yery 

Mr. James.] 
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'uccc.ssfully--to bring the producers and the 
consumers nearer together, so that there may 
not be so much waste in the distribution be­
tween those two; so that a fisherman, for 
instance, may be able to get a better price 
for his product, and the consumer in the city 
better able to buy fish, "hich is rather an 
unusual proceeding on the part of a great 
portion of our suburban population to-day. 
(Hear, hear!) During the election campaign 
r.CI·tain fi•hermen remarked to me that tlw• 
had recently s0nt several 40-lb. cases of mullet 
up to 13ri·•bane, but, instead of getting a 
cheque, they received a bill of costs. We find 
that this is a very frequent occurrence. That 
is simply an instance of the old system. The 
practice was for the local retailers of fish in 
Brisbane to decide among th0mselve' what 
tho price of fish should be, buy up all they 
wanted d that pric8, and allow the re,t to be 
thrown into the sea or allowed to go to waste. 
The new fish markets, I understand, handled 
160 tons of fish in the first fortnight of their 
existence, which showc that they have the 
confidence of the fishermen. (Hear, hear!) 
They have O;en paying Ss. 6d. per case for 
mullet. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: The fishermen turned 
.crown your man. 

Mr. J AMES : They elected me. 
GoYERN:IfENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! and 

laughter. 

Mr. JAMES: At present the fish markets 
are paying 5 '·· 6d. per case for mullet in the 
glut season, and there is every possibility of 
them going up to 12s. 6d. for a 40-lb. caqe, 
where.as previously, allowing for w-aste, iJ10 
average prict:' obtained all the year was 2s. 
6d. for a 40-lb. case. 'l'he increased pcice all 
go:s to the fishermen, but in the past they 
pa1d expenses out of the smaller price 
rE>cein?d. The consumer in Brisbane is to­
day buying fish at 4d. per lb. in the Stat~ 
fish m-arkets. 

Mr. PETRIE: That is only for mullet. (Go­
V!'rnment laughter.) 

Mr. PETERSON: It includes flathead. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I think you must hav0 a 
lot for sale over there. (Renewed laughter.) 

Mr. JAMES: The disabilities which are 
obviated by establishing State control and 
distribution of fi~h are also found in the 
distribution of fruit. In fruitgrowing dis­
tJ·iets any .amount of fruit is grown which is 
unsaloabk in the s.•ason. becauvG there is not 
proper di·.tribution, but we havu now pro­
vided for a State 'anning factory, where fruit 
will be dealt with in the same way as fish. 
None will be thrown away or let go to waste. 
When this systo'!' is properly developed the 
whole of the £nut supply of Queensland will 
be so handled that the fruitgrower, as in the 
case of the fisherman, instead of wondering 
whether they are to gd a market for their 
fruit, will find they have a ready market, 
and will know the price they will receive. 

GOVERNMEXT MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. JAMES: That is one of the reasons 
why in some of our fruit die;tricts in tho 
Logan the Labour party got an overwhelm­
ing majority. 

An OPPOSITION NfEMBER : Were there no 
other reasons 1 

A GovERXii!EXT MEMBER : You be careful. 
You <He skating on thin ice. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! Order ! 

[Mr. James. 

Mr. J AMES : To complete this system of 
distribution of primary products, we have 
alm the State markets. I have informati•Jn 
from the manager of the State markets that 
good busineQ" is being ·done there ; and, from 
my knowledge of the farming interests in my 
Plectorah' I have found there \HlS great need 
of something in that direction. becau""· 
nwing to the difficulty in handling fruit and 
other products in Brisbane, fruitgrowers and 
other producers in the farming di,.tricts have 
been in the habit of sending their material 
right away to other States and organising 
the business themselves. Under that sy:otem 
a fruitgrow·er would naturally w·atch the 
paper, and fin:l ou.t what price was bei:1g 
paid in Sydney. If he saw a high price 
ruling; he w·Juld ·end his fruit there. but by 
the fimo that the fruit reach0d Sydney 'lll 
the othe" fruitgrowers would be doing the 
sa1no thing, and there would be a g-lut. ~;o 
that a loss would nrobabh· bP incurred. while 
there would very likely be a high price ruli'lg 
in ·Melbourne. It is, therefore, a very good 
thing for the StatP to undertake a system of 
organi,cing iuterstate distribution, and, in­
stead of allowing the huitgrower to be sub­
ject to capricious markets, as he has been, to 
undertake tlw work of distribution-to eshb­
lish branches in the different States, so as to 
handle fruit und other produce to the best 
advantage. and save the primary producer 
from loss through waste. 
GoVERN~!ENT l'I1E}I1BERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. JAMES: These, vor·y briefly, are some 
of the mean, which are being adopted by the 
present Government to overcome the diffi­
culty with r.egard to the middleman, in order 
that thP pr1mar.v .Producer may get a bettPr 
price for his products, and the coneumer in 
the citie' m<J.y get cheaper food. That bene­
fits all the peol?le who are worth bPnefiting, 
all those who grve an honest return for what 
they get: and it proves conclusivPly that tho 
interr,ts of th€' farmer and working man in 
the citv art:' not opposed, but arc identieal 
with each other. 

GOYERNMEXT ME3IBERS: Hectr, hcar! 

Mr. JAMES: There is ono objeC"tion which 
has been raised in the past to State enter­
pri"'· \Vo have hoard a great deal about 
"the Government stroke," about Govern­
ment departnwnts being used as hospitals for 
"political dc·,d-beats." There may be rem­
nants of the system in the departments, 
although it is not in the administration-hut 
>V<' must rPmembrr that if there is allV of this 
system still remaining it is a legacy from +ho 
nast. (He.ar, !war !) \Vho were the past? 
The past Governments were the gentlemen 
sittinz opposite, the people who have been 
misleading anrl mise;uiding the c]pstinie' of 
Queensland for the hst half a <'entury. 

GoVERl'f}IEXT :'vlE~!BERS: Hear, h< ar ! 

::.i1r. JA:l\1ES: It wa• they "ho establi,hed 
that svct~m. Tlw·· \\ •.'1'1. not trying to run 
the Go·.-ernmont .departments scr=misly, but 

eimp:y used them as benevolent 
[4 p.m.] a,vltu,s for tho-;e who helped to 

get th~m into Parliament. The 
Labour narfv, ho'\YC'YC'l', recognise"'' the in­
evit.:1_blv -e::-.:f ens-ion rf such State functions, 
and it is their voliev to do away with this 
svstom of f:n-onritis1;1. (Opposition dissent.) 
r"t is tho aim cf th~ present Government to 
run all the State industries, and all the 
Sta/,-._. ·Iepartment~, on a cornn1ercial basis. 
(Hear, hear!) If tha' has not been done 
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in the past, it is not the fault of this GoYern· 
ment, but it is the fault of the GoYornmcnts 
and the pa1·tic·. who c:otablishod that Rystem. 
8o it is for those who established that sy .tom 
to r0member thie bdore any criticism is 
m"dc. 

You will notice in the Gowrnor's Speech 
that it is proposed to introduce a State 
Enterprises Bi;I. I understand that the 
object of 'hat Bill is to place the State 
industries and State denartmcnts a" far as 
pos.cible urdrr non-politfcal CO!Jtrol, that is, 
in so :~.-:.r a~-: it is neces""ary, to place thetn 
upon a proj:Cr commercial basis. But it will 
not m<·~n that they ere going to be put in 
th'~ sarno position a~ the Raih\'a:, Dopart­
nlent is: at prC"('llt under an autoct~atic Oom­
Inissioner ·who can do as he like~, irre·::.poctivc 
of what the Goyernment of the countn· wills, 
and against the Govorn1ncnt policy. v 

GovERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
Hon. W. H. BARNES: He is to be a 

equer zab:c fellow. 
Mr. PETERSON: :1'\o. He is--

:\1r. J AMES: It is obvious from the few 
romarb I have already made that, in spite 
of the war diflicultic'+, this Government is 
making a sincere and courageous attempt 
io get over eomP of the difficulties under 
which the country has been labouring. I 
may 'ay now that it is all the more neces,ary 
tu do that because it is war time, because 
in war iime any people who ·do anything 
worth while are feeling the pinch. 'l'here­
fon·, in spite of any criticisms made in 
regard to industrial cnterpri;es, I say that 
these thing; ehould be carried out in war 
ti1ne. Thi~ is a tinw \vhen we have an 
opportuuity of developing our industries such 
''" we ncncr had before. 

GoVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr . • TAMES: \Ve have now got an oppor­
tunity to rectify the retrograde movement 
in the boot industry cau;;ed by the ol·d Tory 
A.dmini .. tration. Under the Tory Administra­
tion thcc·e has been a decrease in the number 
of employees. \Ve know that there are less 
employees in the boot industry in the State 
to-day than in 1908. \Ye do not find private 
enterpri•·e trying to rectify that state of 
affairs. (Hc•ar, hear !) Therefore it is 
neces::,arv that thjs Govcrn1nent should do 
all it possibly can to take advantage of war 
intcLerencc in coinnwrce to deyolon our 
local industries. -

This Government ha, also adopted a 
humanitarian policy which is to benefit those 
who c·re unal>le to benefit themsolve3. All 
are aware that the Home Secretarv's De­
partment has organised. a system of baby 
clinics for prot 'cting the life of the young­
protcctiw~ fer "\ush·alia the beginnings of 
the grcdt~r population of the future. (Hear, 
b.·ar !) We find a:so that during the last 
ihree years this GoveJ'mnent increased the 
<~mount paid to natural mothers for looking 
after their own children. Prcviouslv under 
the old Liberal party, the fo,tc•r' mother 
received more than the nlthtral mother for 
the car0 of children. The Liberal party 
ma·de no pretence towards humanitarian 
legislltion .mJ always took advantage of 
the natural mother who desired to look 
after her own children and paid her less 
than they paid the foster mother. 

GoYERXoiENT :MrDIBERS: Shame ! Shame! 

Mr. J A :VIES: That is an i1lustration of 
the diffGrence in the outlook of the two 
parties. One is a humanitarian party and 
the othPr is not a huma-nitarian party. That 
i,; the best way to put it. 

1Ir. BEBBINGTOX: The orphans were the 
first you reduced last yc>ar. 

Mr. J AMES: There is no need for me 
to include in my su,.Imary of the legislation 
of the Government anv lengthy reference to 
the benefits received Ly those suffering from 
miners' phthisis and their dependents, or to 
ihe benefits received under the \Yorkcrs' 
Compensation _\et. (Hear, hear!) They 
shoy; that we have a definite humanitarian 
policy. (Hear, hear!) 

I notice in the Governor's Speech a refer­
E'nce to a proposed Supreme Court Act 
Amendment Bill. I hope, from a humani­
tarian standpoint, !hat this measure will 
provide for the retirement of Supreme Court 
judges at least at the age of 65 years. 

GovERNMENT ME>rBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. J AMES: We find that some of our 
judges have made-looking at. it from ": lay­
man's point of vww-,omc nchculous Judg­
ments. In the Legisiati,-e Council case-the 
cc•se of Taylor versus tha Attorney-Genera}­
their decision "as reversed by the High 
Court and also hy the 1'rivy Council. 'I'he 
ages of our JHC'Dnt Supre'!'e Court j L!·dges 
are of interest. I\lr. Justlc<· Chubb IS 73 
years nf age. Mr. Jl!stice Coop!"r 72, Mr. 
J w .. tice Real 71, and the two bo,b1es are JY~r. 
Justice Shand 60 years, and Mr. JustiCe 
Lukin, 50 yeai:s. Mr. Justice Chubb started 
on his judicial duties twenty-mne Y;'ars ~go. 
Mr. J ustieo Cooper started on h1.s thirty­
three y<>ars ago, while Mr. J ustJCe Real 
started twenty-eight years ago. And we. find 
in some of their judgments. to-day the Ideas 
that were in exi,tence thirty years ago­
they attempt to incorporate _these in what 
should be up-to-date modern JUdgments. 

::\Ir. STOPFORD : They practise a go-slow 
policy, too. 

l\Ir. JAMES: Ther.ofore I think that it 
will be a good thing if t~is Supreme Co_urt 
Act Amendment Bill provides for the retue­
mcut of the Supreme Court judges at a 
reasonable age, when t~eir ;nental. facu!ties 
beo-in to suffer the deterwratwn which m1ght 
Ic;d to injustice in some respects .. 0!1": of 
our fir<t objects should be to get a JUdiCiary 
as efficient as po,,sible, and therefore we 
should provide for the . _appo~ntment of 
younger men to these pos1t10ns m. or~er to 
attain to an absolute standard of JUStiCe at 
all times. 

:\fr. VOWLER: You want them "tempera­
nwntally fitted"? 

:VIr. J_\MES: l'\ot only is it the duty of 
the Government to attend to tho devel?pment 
of the national industrie" and provide for 
the proper distrihution of pri':lary produc~s 
mccl to do all that they can m a humam­
tarian way, but we find that it has fallen 
upcn the prt",ent Government lately to pro­
tect this State against Federal encroachments. 
This is not a party matter; it is one which 
hon. gentlemen opposite will agree should 
be c,upported by all Queensland. The price 
of butter in Queensland should not be fixed 
at a net rate of 10s. per cwt. less than 
Victoria and Now South ·wales. 

Mr. CARTER : Thirteen shillings. 
]}fr. James.] 
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Mr. J "\MES: I said "net." The Queens· 
land price for butter is 149s. 4d. per cwt., 
but 3s. is allowed on that price foi· sale in 
Victoria, which makes it 152s. 4·d. In Vic­
toria the price of butter has been fixed at 
162<. per cwt. On the ,upposition or excuse 
that there is a surplus of butt·:cr in Qu<"ens­
lanJ, thn Victorian and ;\; ew South \Vales 
n1c'rchants are allowed n incre'1sed price. 
I (ind frcm investigation that it cCJsts ls. 7d. 
per C\\Tt. to ~end this butter to -victoria, 
where'" tllC net diiierencc i' nearh· 10s. per 
cwt. That is giYing the bcncfit to middlemen, 
and this ShtP is being victincised for the 
benfit of the ,;peculators in ;\Ielbourne and 
Svdney. All partic< in thic Parliament 
should unito to protect the St1te against 
Federal encroachE1cnts of the.t. sort. It is 
nccc·' 1 ry for all concerned in the butter 
induotr: to see that there <hould be no great 
n1arg-iu in thc- priCf', bctw0on the Southf'rn 
States and ('ucensland. 

The C •mmonwealth Government has also 
refused to allow this Government to handle 
Queen,;land's rc.re metals. Queensland pro­
due's tb.-, gredc<·t quantitv of molvbdenite 
and wolfram in Australia,' yet the 'Federal 
Government g'lYe the monopoly to Dalgety 
and Co. to control the export of those metals. 
The price of molybd< nite in England is £':25 
per ton, and Dalgety and Co. have profit<"d 
by as much as £75 per ton. They get a fixed 
prir,o for the metal in England, 'et the work­
ing miners in Quec·n•·land had to take what­
ever the company pleased to give them. 

GOVERN}fFNT MEllfBERS: Shame ! Shame ! 

Mr. JAMES: This Government approached 
the Fe·deral Govemment for the right to act 
as agents for the handling of our rare metals, 
but they were turned down. Yet we now find 
that the Federal Government have appointed 
the Thermo Oro Reduction Company of North 
Queen· •. land to be the agents for the handling 
of those metrrls in Queensland. 

:M:r. KIRWAN: How many shares has Mr. 
Hughes got in that company? 

:Jfr .. JAMES: The ]'ederal Government 
would not allow the State Government to act 
as agC'nts in that matter at all. I concider 
that the Queensland Government should have 
a greater share in the handlinrr of our local 
products and in fixing the p~iec"· of those 
products. (Hear, hear!) \Ve know that it 
is not. altogether a St.<.te matter, since the 
Impcr1al Go1·ernmc:1t and the Commonwealth 
Government betwe0n them have control of 
frc,ightage and the market facilities in 
London, but there should be some arrange­
ment entC'red into beh·:een the Commonwealth 
Government and this Government to proYide 
for th0 better protection of our State in­
terest' in that rega,·<l. 

GOVERN'\!EJ;T :\I EMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. J .A:.'IlES: J?uring the election, apart 
from . the domestic matters engaging the 
~ttenbon of electors, the question of patriot­
Ism ''ntcred very largelv into the discussions 
which took place. I often wondered where 
true JYttriotism '\vas to be found. I won­
derr·d if it was to be found in the Liberal 
party, v,·hich wears a national cloak in order 
to get the votes of a certain section of the 
people by pretending that it was a truly 
nabonal party. I do not know exactly how 
1nany nu.mC's th0 party sitting opposite hrrs 
had in the la·,t few years. (Hear, hear! and 

[Jf r. J ames. 

law:hter.) We know that any individual 
wh;; is alwavs changing his name is likely 
to be regarded with suspicion. 

The HO'IIE SECRETARY : They are found 
more in St. Helena than elsewhere. (Hear, 
hear!) 

~Ir. f'ORSER: ThDt is where your policy was 
framed. 

Mr. J .A:\JES: \Ye found when the w~r 
broke out, and the people were overcome by 
patriotic emotions, that the party oppoo1te 
imm0diatelv chancr0d their name to the 
" ::\' ational ;, party: in order t'? t:y and. catch 
votes Ly m·king on that patnohc s~nbment. 
They failed to dupe the ele0tors outs1de; _bu~, 
at the same time, they adopted that patnotJC 
cloak in ordC'r to catch those votes. But 
when the Queer>sland Government adopts 
flornc mea:,..._ur or takes some C'ourse in order 
to pursue the things for which Australia is 
fighting to-day they get _very little ··•vmpathy 
from the -,a-called ·'National" par'y at all. 

Go;·EmDJE;<;T 3'11EMBERS: Hear, hear! 

l'l1r. JAMES: We find when the Premier 
of 0.ueensland allows his name to be used in 
con~cction with the raising of 1.000 volun­
teers, pnd he "peaks from the Post Office 
steps in aid of that proposition, that there 
is considerablo criticism from per ons who 
are actively associated with the National 
party. 

GovERK'IIEXT JY1E1IBERS: Hear, hear! 
Mr. l'I1ACART;<;EY: You never got one recruit. 

(Opposition interruption.) 
The SPEAKER: Order! Order! I sug­

gest that hon. members al_low th~ hon. m~m­
ber to make his speech w1thout mterruptwn. 

HoxouR.\ELE :YJEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

:Y1r. J.AMES: I enjoy thesP interjections, 
Mr. Speaker, because it "bows th>:t hon. 
mc·;nbcrs opposite are very intereeted m what 
I am saying, and that it touch~s them Yery 
closelv. (Hea1·, hear!) I don t know how 
it is that the Federal authorities are so lax 
in taking precautions against persons who 
prejudice recruiting for political purpo~es. 
I think that there is room fpr strong !!ctwn 
in that respect, and I am astounded that the 
military authorities have taken no course at 
all in order to protect the recruiting move­
ment in Australia from attacks which are 
thA outcorr.e of a party spleen and spite. 

GoVERN~IE;<;T MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

J~r. JAMES: I think that is all that we 
can pul it down to (Hear, hear !) I do not 
make that charge against members of Par­
liament particularly. \Ye find that the raw 
feelings which a party represents are to be 
found more c!Garly defined in the followers 
than in the lc·adcrs; but they are true, on the 
whole, of all pcr,ons so engaged. It is 
rpmarkable that, although the party which 
calls itself " National" went out to catch 
votes under a patriotic cloak. the-.· stooped 
to apparently the moFt unpatriotic means in 
order to ~TCt thoc>e vote,. (Hear, hear!) 
'vV!wn the lleople of the Logan y. ere pleased 
to P!ect me as their reprEcentative, we found 
that certain organs of the Press in Queens­
land which did not support the Labour 
p~rty were Ycr~/ quick in ascribing my elec­
tion to what the•· c~lled " the German vote." 
During my tom· of that electorate I found 
no Germans at all; I found a lot of good 
Australians. 

GOVERN'\!E;<;T ME:I!BERS: Hear, hear ! 
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Mr. J _\M:ES : I don't think that because 
a person's forefathers happened to come from 
a place called Germany, which is at present 
at war '·' ith England, they aro to be re{rarded 
as Gern1ans. 

Mr. KIRWAN : What about the late Queen 
Yictoria and Kinfi Edward? 

Mr. J~\.CIIES: In actual practice the 
Kational party recogni'.cd that fact, because 
I found a gentleman o£ the name of Rein­
rich August Karl Kluver organising in the 
Logan electorate in opposition to me. 

GOVE)CXC.IENT MD!BERS : Hear, hear ! and 
laughtel'. 

Mr. J, J\1ES: I naturally nme to the con­
clusion that tint gentleman was paid and 
sent out on that mi ion lw the National 
party on behalf of m:· oppo~entc. 

l\1r. l'OLLOCK : To get the German vote. 

11r .• JA:\1ES: No. Not to get the Ger­
man vot. , but to get the Australian vote 
which th·cy themselves declare is German. 
The reason, I will submit, that that section 
voted for the Labour party, was not because 
they were Germans, but because the Federal 
Govenmwnt faileu to recognise them o,s 

good AustrnJians and took their vote away 
from them. 

GovERNo!ENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

. Mr. JAMES: ~ will ask you, Mr. Speaker, 
IS thc•re anv ecdwn of the communit~: which 
if victimised in that way, would not retaliate? 
They did retaliate and I admire them for 
it; and I sa:,- ag~in that I don't know of 
any section in Australia who· are more 
patriotic than they are, because right 
through that district I found that they were 
truly patriotic nnd they resented the impu­
tation of dislovalh:. If the Federal Govern­
ment had sw;pici'ons as to the loyaltv of 
cort<tin people in Australia, why di·d they not 
wait until they could " sheet home 1' a 
charge of d_isloyalty by th" proper methods, 
insteo d of mcluding the whole of a certain 
section of the people of Queensland in a 
general condemnation? If Australia is to 
become a great nation--as I hope and think 
it will~it is noccs".HY to bi~;d into one 
nation the whole of the people who are at 
present in Au-tr:tlia, and not spli.t them into 
a lot of fighting ecctions the mme as the so­
called "National" party have been doing. 
(Hear, hear!) We have manv nationalities 
in Australia. Yon mivht go to "some countries 
and find that the people of that countrY 
!or ;enturi~s back were of the ono race, but 
m _.ustra!ta we have people from all over 
the world. \Ve h"'" invited them here; '''e 
have ac.ked them to con;e hero and almost 
paid them to come to develop Australia ; o.nd 
now, when all these ooctions are united into 
~n~~ .t~ustri~pan nvJion, Ye fi~1d a so-called 

:'i atr~mal Government turnmg round and 
dcclarmg- that one part of the Austr 'lian 
people arc not \vorthy of citizenship. Th':t 
IS why thev voted for the Labour part" this 
tim_o~bocctus<'. t~e Labour part], does not 
bohe:e 111 splitting- up Australia into a lot 
of different sectiom· in that fashion but 
bclieRs in ,,-clding- the whole of thc"e p~oples 
into ono Australian nation. 

Mr. SIZER: Like a 1\Ia" Day meeting. 
Mr. JAMES: I hold that the return of ',Iy 

friend, Mr. Butler, for the Lockyer is due 
wholl~- to tho resentment of the 'electors of 
that discrict at the tactics which W9re 
employed thcre-~unpatriotic tactics. We find 
that the so-called National candidate for the 

Lcckyer issued a manifesto, in which he 
blamed Andrew Fisher, late Prime Minister 
of Australia for declaring that he would 
devote the l~st man and the last shilling to 
winning t~e war. T~e people <_Jf tha_t. elec­
torate, bmng patnotrc Australian citizens. 
r''sented such tactics, and therefore we find 
that in portions of the electorate---where the 
residLnts could not be accused of having any 
German bluod in thcm~Mr. Butler got over­
whelming support. They resented the unp<tt­
riotic action of a party that called themseh'es 
"N ationJ I" iu order to catch votes. '·Ir. 
Butler will, no doubt, deal ith_ this &t 
,-rerrtcr lcn'l"~h. (Laughter.) I am J_ust men­
tioning it by the vmy, heeause_, wh_Il? I ,n~n 
defe 1ding the rights of Australian, citizens,_ It 
is ject as well to show up the tactics to '•' hJCh 
thi,, so-called "Nationnl" 11arty are willing 
to cl ..,sccnd. \V e need to rem em her th<>se 
thincrs; ~nd before that party can rightly 
' :!11 nitself a X'ltional party it will have to 
rocorrniso the right of every ... -\ustralian dtizc-n 
to f';:.ll citizen's rig·hts, cut out their party 
strife and bitterrwss, and, if they want to 
win the war·-as they say they do~to en~er 
lovallv into a compact with all other parties 
to~vards th1t end. Anstralia entered into 'his 

·war almost unanimousl:v. At the beginning 
of th<' war, had a pl<:>biscite been taken of 
the JWOple, probably 90 p~r e<:nt. W<_Juld have 
been in favour of pursu111g It. Smce _\ns­
tralia is in it now, Atv-tralia shall remain in 
it. 
GovER~:.m:u l\!IE~IBERS: rhar, hear! 
Yfi·. JXMES: The efforts to get volunteprs 

n ne! to pursue the war on tho basis of the 
volunhnv svstem which has been laid down· 
by the peo}Jlc of Australio ~houkl . not ~·e 
interfere·i with bv the tactics which t•w 
Opno>ition has shown a tendencv to pursue 
I think that the Labour party can be called 
the "National" party in future if deods and 
fact••, rather than names, are to be con­
sidered. 

A GovER"DfENT :i1EJ\1BER: Truly National. 
Mr. JAMES: This is the truly "National 

party," be,·ause the Govcrnment~(hear, 
hear !)~as I hav<' shown--and the pctrty for 
whom the Government acts, are doing tlnir 
best to dPvelop the industries of A!'~traF:r, 
and to take advan~ag-e of "·ar conditiOns m 
order to do that. They are trying to build 
.\nstralia into a fine nation, and it is only 
bv those methods that wo will really come out 
into that future nationhood to which, I think, 
all Auetralia should aspire. 

GoVERNMENT ME~!BERS: Hear, hear ! 
~.Ir BRK:'\NAN (who was received with 

Gov••;·nment "Hear, heare'') said: I rise 
to second the Address in Reply .oo ably 
pronosed bv the hon. member fo:- the Logan. 
Befor<' procee,ding to formally scrond that 
vote, I have to tender to you, Sir, my con­
gratulations on your att,,dnment of so hig~1 a 
position as Sneaker of th_e A~.scmbly. I thrnk 
that ,-ounv members commg m to the Chamher 
are looked upon as snbjects worth:v of ridi­
cule, and those young members have to look 
to the Speaker for g·uidance; and the Speak~r 
has to encouraO'e thm-:c young 1nembors 111 

int0lligent. debat"e. This morning, in ans\vcr 
to a rnose<tge, we were called to the epper 
Houce. We attended there, where I heard 
a Sv·ech dcliHrd by His Exr,'llencY the 
GovernoJ', That Syceech in itself was very 
high in qua lit~-, and 'poke volu.mes for yhc 
able adviecrs of His Excel!Pncy 111 educatmg 
and nointing out to him the necessities fur 
the democrat;., portion cf Que<msland as 

}.{1'. Brennan.J 
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represented in this present Parliament. I 
think that the advisers of His Excellency have 
sh?Wr.t the wa:l: to true democracy and the 
:prmctples required for that democratic spirit 
m the future. Before seconding the motion I 
would like to add something to what t'he 
ho_n. membe~· fo! the Logan has already 
sa1d. I notrce m the Governor's Speech, 
regardmg returned soldiers, the following 
statement:-

" ~o. the problem of making adequate 
provisiOn for the soldiers who return tD 
Queensland, my advisers are giving the 
very closest attention, and they have 
already ma·de satisfactory arrangements 
for a consider<tble number of them. The 
work of settling on suitable Crown land 
such of them as have a turn for ao-ricul­
ture or its allied industries is proc~eding 
satisfactorily." · 

When we come to consider that when this 
war is over there will be something like 
8.000,000 people thrown out of employment­
that 1s to say, the soldiers in the British 
dominions actually engaged in the war and 
thA .w.omen and girls who are engag~d in 
mumtwn works-we then start to appreciate 
the nature of the duty of the Government to 
provi<:le employment for those people. We 
know very well that when the war is over 
there wil! be a surfeit of unemployment in 
Australasia. At present we have it in Svdnev 
and Melbourne. and it is surP to come; to a 
great extent, in Queensland. I think the 
Speech of His Excellencv the Governor this 
morning points the way to a solution. If 
the Opposition will assist the Government, 
and also persua·de their friends on the 
other side of the door to assist us in 
enabling a proper procedure to be a-dopted, 
and proper work to be done, so that the 
soldiers, on their return, will be able to 
~o into employment which will be satis­
factory . for them a;>d their dependents, 
they will be conferrmg a benefit on the 
people of Queensland. I was much interested 
tD hear our worthy Premier at Toowoomba. 
He said there that, as far as the Queensland 
Government was concerned, its ambition was 
to .develop the mineral resources of Queens­
land. Now, we all know verv well that 
Queensland, in mineral resources, is the 
richest State in Australia. The Premier said 
fhat it wa;;, the dutv of the Governnwnt to 
develop thosP minei:al resource', of Queens­
land. He pointed out that with the increase 
in the accumulated dcbts-Fe.deral and State 
-taxation alone would not pos>·iblv do more 
than pav interest without touching redemp­
tion. He pointed out that it was necessary 
for Govornml'nts to take control of all pro­
ducts and minerals, and work them to the 
'best advantage, the profit to be derived 
from such enterprises to be applied to the 
redemption of the liability of the various 
States and the Commom•·<'alth. I think thnt 
when th0 Prpn1ier said that he hit the ko-·­
note of the situation, as it appears to be the 
only solution of Australia having a chance of 
emer~ing frnm. <md rf'lievin~ it··elf of, th<' 
enormous liahility which is going to be plac•'d 
on the shonldPrs of the Anstralian people in 
the fature. I think that we have in the 
11rescnt Parliament the abkst statesmen we 
have ever had in the history of Queensl~nd. 
GOVER~1fENT :MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 
l\lr. BRENNAN: I ,sav that their ~.ction 

last ~::.ession, in endea:vo{uin~ to introduce 
the Irvn and Steel \V arks Bill. shows that 
they were out to ·do the best they cnuJ.d for 
Qm cnsland ; but, sorry to relate, and sorry 
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I am to see it on record, the Opposition 
fought that measure, which at the present 
time might have been an accomplished 
fact. I trust when that Bill is introduced 
on this occasion the Opposition will vote 
for it to a man, and also influence their 
friends across the door to do likewise. 
1 say further that the Government, in 
tackling the ar!enic question, has ·done a 
great good for the farmers and settlers in 
Queensland. I think the arcenic question is 
one which re qui rod hckling immediately, 
and if the. results of the trial in the mine 
are succp·,,ful it will be a boon not only to 
farmers but to the pastoralist,. The pastoral­
isb, however, must be impressed with the 
necec·,ity of <)anying out their obligations 
under their leases. They have to get 

ri.d of the prickly-pE·ar. They 
[4.30 p.m.] cannot take the leases, feed the 

gras, off them, allow the pear to 
take charge, and then throw them back to 
the Crown, as they have done in years gone 
by. I say that this question is one of the 
most material at the present time. Prickly­
pear not only is throttling the grazing in­
dustry, but also is threatening the whole of 
the pastoral industn, and if it is not 
grappled with Queensland is going to be 
in a very shocking state. I do not think 
the destruction of the pear is the only sol u­
tion of the problem. Possibly, with the 
Labour party's ambition for scientific re­
search we may be able to introduce to 
Queensland able chemists who will provide 
other means of dealing with prickly-pear and 
of making spirit from what at present is a 
troublesome vegetable. 

I notice a Bill is to be introduced to 
deal with dairy produce. ·when we speak 
of dairy produce, we have to consider the 
farmer. We know very well that in the 
past the farmer has always been told that 
the only friend he ha-d was the person 
who would not put a tax on him. "We 
won't r·ut a tax on you; you stick to us, 
and vote for us, and we will not put a tax 
on you"-that has been the cry of the Op­
po,ition for the lrrst fiftv y0ars. but the 
farmer i~ starting to realise that direct tax<l­
tion may be a ble."ing-(Opposition laugh­
ter)-becausc once a measure is passed for 
direct te,ation he can calculate what it is 
going to be six months ahead, but he does 
not know what the middleman is going to 
·do or what he is going to make out of him 
in indirect taxation. For iw,tanee, in 1911 
the farmer was getting about 9~d. for his 
cream, and butter was selling at 2s. 5d. or 
som~thing near that price. Hon. members 
will ren:embe1· at the same time something 
like half a million cases of butter were being 
conercd in Sydney. 

::\1r. BEBBicoiGTON: Did you say 9~d. for 
cream? 

Mr. BRENNAN: Something like that, as 
you know. 

Mr. BEDBIKGTON: That is a very good 
price. 

Mr. IlRENC\'AN: Now it is ls. 3~d., and 
butter is selli11g at ls. 7d. or ls. Sd. per lb. 
The farmer is in a better JlOSition to-day 
than ever before in the history of Queens­
land. And he has become educated as to 
who are his best friends. It is essential that 
the farmer must be Pducated. When he puts 
his cron in he mu ot know what he is going 
to get -for it. He must not be left to the 
mercv of the middlemen who are un­
scrupulous and want to corner the markets. 
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I admit that a man acting as agent is not 
so bad, but the man who has capital and can 
hang on to the farmers' produce until the 
price comes round to suit himself, may corner 
the markets. 

Now I intend to come to the question of 
the early conference of wheatgrowers. I 
think that when it is called it will prove 
to be like the conference of sugar-growers. 
It will give the utmost satisfaction to the 
farmers on the Downs. I am sure the hon. 
member for Drayton will support us in this 
matter and other matters dealing with the 
farmers, because there is no doubt they are 
all in their interests. I think it will be found 
that the wheatgrowers will attend that con­
ference and that in three years' time, like the 
cane farmers in the North, they will be well 
satiBfied with what has been done for them. 

The question of the Ro:;·al Commission upon 
the feasibility of establishing the iron and 
steel industry in Queensland deals with a 
proposal that is going to prove a great 
benefit to the State. I hope that the Iron 
and Steel Works Bill will become an accom­
plished fact in the very near future, as 
when the industry is established we shall be 
able to extend our railways in the .:\orth 
and also in the farming and other rural 
di~tricts, at a minimum cost. 

The next matter to receive my atten­
tion is the He>Llth Act Amendment Bill. I 
s;,y that the Federal Government has been 
criminal in its negligence in not attending to 
the health of the people of Australia. The 
Ryan Gonn·nment, during last se,··,ion, intra· 
t1uced and passed a Health Act in which 
were inserted certain clauses dealing with 
venereal diseases. That Act is the only piece 
of legislation in Australia which makes it 
compulsory to notify such diseases. We read 
the other day a rr;ost g bring and deplorable 
statement as to the condition of some of our 
unfortunate Australian soldiers. Australia's 
average is second on the list of venereal 
disease at present in the hospitals at home, 
and when the war is over we are going 
to have those unfortunate lads return­
ing here and elsewhere without any Go­
vernment control. At the present time the 
city of Brisbane is reeking with venereal 
disea'.{l. Queensland-the whole of Aus­
tralia, you might say-is reeking with it, 
and any gentleman who refuses or declines 
to assist in attending to the health of the 
communit:· of Australia in this matter ought 
to be hanged to the nearest post. We 
are. laying ourselves out to bring m humani­
tanan measures, and yet, on the other hand, 
some public men are looking on at the 
spread of this awful disease without taking 
any steP'' to prevent such spreading. I 
hope the Government. during the pre­
sent session, will see that the adminis­
tration of the Act to "hich I have referred 
is put into force with the greatest violence 
it is possible to use. because it is the only 
meam of combating the evil in Queensland. 

I do not intend to go any further into the 
Speech at the present time. I have very 
much pleasure in seconding the adoption of 
the Address in Reply. 

I-Io~OURABLE "h:omERS: Hear, hear! 
l\lr. MACARTNEY: I beg to move the 

adjournment of the debate. 
Question put and passed. 
The resumption of the debate was made an 

Order of the Day for to-morrow. 
The House ad iourned at twenty-three 

minutes to 5 o'clock p.m. 
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