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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
WEDNESDAY, 29 May, 1918,

PRESENTATION OF SPEAXER.

The SPEAKER (Hon. W. McCormack,
Cairns) took the chair at 10 o’clock and
said: I shall now proceed to Government
House, there to present myself . to His
Lixcellency the Governor for His Majesty’s
Royal apprebation.

The SpEaKIR then left the Chamber.

On the House resuming at two minutes to
12 o’clock.

The SPEAKER said: I have to report
that I have this day been to Government
House, where I presented myself to the
Governor for His Majesty’s Royal approba-
tion as the member chosen by the Assembly
for the high and honourable office of
Speaker, and that His Fucellency was
pleased to make the following reply:—

“ Mr. SPEAKER,—

“I approve, on behalf of the King, of
the choice which the Assembly has made
in your person.”

After which, in the name and on behalf or
the Legislative Assembly, I laid claim to

Hon. W. McCormack.]
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all the undoubted rights and privileges of
the House, and prayed that the moss
favourable construction might at all times
be put upon their proceedings; to which His
Excelleney replied—

“Bir. SFZAKER,—

> and confirm, on behalf
the lawful rights and
privileges ciaimed by the members of
the Legislative Ascenubly of Quecnsland
in as full and ample a manner as they
have been heretofore granted or allowed
by His Majosty.”

GOVIRNCR’S OPENING SPENCH.
A message having been received that the

Governor requested the agtondance of v,
Speaker and members of e Legislative
Assembly in the Council Chamboer,

The Spraxen and hon. members proceeded
thither accordingly, and having heard the
Gpening Sypeech read, returned to their own
Chambar, when the SPeARFR annousced that
he would resume the chair at half-past
o’clock.

The House having resumed at the ap-
pointed hour,

COMMISSION TO ADMINISTER OATH.

The SPEAKER said: I have to inform
the House that His Ixceilency the Governor
has beon pleazed 1o issue a Commission
under the Great £oal of the State empower-
ing me to administer the oath or affirma-
tion of allegiance to such members as may
hereafter prescnt themselves to be sworn,
which T now dircet the Clerk to read to the
House.

. The Crerx read the Commission accord-
ingly.

MEMBERS SWORN.

Mz J. C. PrTersoNn AND Me. W. J.
WELLINGTON,

Mr. J. C. Pergrson and ir. W. J.
WELLINGTON, having taken the oath and sub-
scribed the roll, took their seats as members
for the electoral districts of Normanby and

m

Charters Towers respectively.

BELECTIONS TRIBUNAL.
JUDGE For 1918.

The SPEAKER snnounced the receipt of a
letter from the Chief Justice, intimating that
His Honour Mr. Justice Chubb would be the
judge to_preside at the sitting of the Elec-
tions Tribunal for the year 1818.

DESTRUCTION OF BALLOT-PAPERS.

The SPEAKER announced that he had
received a letter from the Clerk of the
Legislative Assembly, stating thut, pur-
suant_to an order made by the House on
28th November, 1917, he caused all ballot-
papers in his possession, the period for the
safe custody of which had expired, to be
destroved. The ballot-papers were burnt in
furnaces in_the presence of the Clerk As-
sistant and himself, and before they left the
ground they wers satisfied that the destruc-
tion was complete.

[Hon. W. McCormack.

[ASCEMBLY.]

Leaderehip of Oppesition,

AUDITOR-GENERAL’S REPORT.

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of
the following from the Auditor-General:—
Auditor-General’'s  report upon  the
balance-sheet  of ~the Queensland
National Bank, Limited, for the
half-year ended 31t PDecembor,
1917.
Ordered to be printed.

PANEL OF TEMPORARY CHAIRMEN.

The 8PEAKER: Pursuant to the require-
ments of Standing Order No. 11, I hereby
nominate the following members to form the
pancl of Temporary Chairmen during the
present scssion :—

Themas Foley, member for the elec-
toral distriet of Mundingburra;
Thomas Robert Roberts, member for

the electoral district of Iast Too-
woomba; William Forgan Smith,

member for the electoral district of
Mackuy; Harry Frederick Walker,
member for the electoral district of
Cooroora; George Pollock, member
for the electoral district of Gregory.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT.

The PREMIER (Hon. T. J. Ryan, Bareoo) :
I beg to announce that on the twentr-sixth
day of April, 1918, William Neal Gillies
was appointed a member of the Executive
Council of Queepsland. On the thirticth
day of April the Hon. Thomas Joseph Ryan
resigned his position as Vice-President of
the Hxecutive Council, and the ¥on. John
McEwan Hunter resigned his position as
Secretary for Public Lands, and the Hon.
John Harry Coyne resigned his position as
Seerotary for Railways. On the same day
the Hon. John McEwan Hunter was ap-
pointed Vice-President of the Executive
Council, the Hon. John Arthur Fihelly was
appointed Secretary for Railways, and the
Hon. John Harry Coryne was appointed Sec-
retary for Public Lands. I beg to lay on the
table “ Government Gazettes” dealing with
the above.

LEADERSHIP OF OPPOSITION.

Mr. MACARTNEY (Zoowong): I desire
to inform the Housce that I have been re-
clected to the position of leader of the
Opposition.

HoxouriBLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

The PREMIER: I desive to offer my con-
gratulations to the hon. member for the high
honour that has been conferred upon him
by the members of hiz party. The position
of leader of the Opposition is a very respon-
sible one. It cntails very onerous duties and
is a very great tax on the time of any hon.
member who achieves it. Indeed, I think
it takes nearly all his time—I speak feelingly,
having occupied the position of leader of
the OUpposition for a considerable time my-
self. T hope that our relations during the
tine the hon. member occupies_the position
will be pleasant, and that we will cndeavour
to conduct the business of the Iouse har-
moniously. I hope that the hon. member’s
health will enable him to stand the strain—
because it is a strain—and, in point of time,
I trust thet his term will be a long one.

HoxoUrraBLE MEriBeRs: Hear, hear! and
laughter.
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PAPERS.

The following papers, laid on the table,
were ordered to be printed:—

Amendment of clause 18 of schedule to
the Industrial Arbitration Act of
1916

Despatches from the Secretary of State
for the Colonies, conveying His
Majesty's assent to certain Acts
passed during the session of 1917.

Award under the Industrial Arbitration
Act of 1916 relating to surveyors’
labourer: and ccoks employed by the
departments of the Treasury, Public
Lands, and Railwaya.

Award under the Indusi
Act of 1916 relating to certain em-
ployees of the Commissionce for Rail-
ways engaged in railway refreshment-
rooms.

Rules of the Supreme Court as of Wed-
nesday, the fifth dev of December,
1917, being Law Calendar for the
year 1918.

Order in Council under the Fish Supply
Act of 1916.

Regulations under the Income Tax Acts,
1902-1915.

The following papers were laid on the
table : —

Statements of certain insurance com-
panies under the Life Assurance
Companies Act of 1901.

rial Arbitration

THE OPENING SPEECH,

The SPEAKNER: I have to report that
the Housoe this day attended His Excellency
the Governor in the Council
[4.30 p.m.] Chamber, where his Excellency
delivered an Opening Speech to
both Houses, of which, for greater aceuracy,
I have obtained a copy. I am not going %o
read the Speech over again to hon. members,
as ther have already heard it read. Is it
the pleasurc of the House to take it as read?
IToNoUuRrABLE MeMBERS : Hear, hear!

ADDRESS IN REPLY.

Mr. JAMES (ZLogan), who was received
with Government cheers, said: Mr. Speaker,
—1I rise to move that the following Address
be presented to His Excellency the Governor,
in reply to the Speech of His Excecllency on
the opening of this the first session of the
twenty-first Parliament of Queensland:—

*“MayY 1T PrEASE YOUR IJEXCELLENCY,—

“ We, His Majesty’s loyal and dutiful
subjects, the Members of the Legislative
Assembly of Queensland, in Parliament
assembled, desire to assure Your Excel-
fency of our continued loyalty and affec-
tion towards the Throne and Person of
Our Most Graclous Sovereign, and to
tender our thanks to Your Excellency for
the Speech vwith which you have been
pleased to open the present session.

“ The various measures to which Your
Excelleney has referred, and all other
matters that may be brought before us,
will receive our most careful considera-
tion, and it shall be ocur earnest endea-
vour so to deal with them that our
labours may tend to the advancement
and prosperity of the State.”

The recent elections placed the Government

[29 Mav]
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in an excellent position to carry that out.
We all notice the lack of attendance on the
Opposition benches, but I do not think that
that is due to any concerted action before-
hand but rather to the fact that the people
of Queensland huve appreciated the fact that
the Queensiand Government, during the last
three years, have placed a sound and pro-
gressive policy before them. (Hear, hear!)
Therefore, some of the gentlemen who repre-
sented electorates in Queensland during the
last three rears have not now the opportunity
to sit on the Opposition benches. (Hear,
hear!)

A GOVERNMENT M EMBER:
thing for the country.

My, JAMES: TUndoubtedly. I do not
think that the people did an unwise thing,
but that they kmew exactly what they were
doing when they give that decision on 16th
March last. (Hear, hear!) We must
remember that this Government, during the
last three years, have had a very difficuls
task to carry out—that is, to start a new
programme of government in war time. We
notice that for many vears Queensland has
gonc on in an “ how-d’ye-do” sort of fashion,
and has been in a state of comparative stag-
nation. But in 1915 the people of Queens-
land came to the conclusion that a change
was necessary, and thercfore—and in spite
of the war—the ILabour Government was
called upon to embark upon a progressive
poliey to replace that policy of stagnation
to which the country had been subjected for
half a century,

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr., JAMES: One of the great difficulties
in respect of such a situation was that of
finance. Hon. members will notice that in
the Governor’s Speech it is proposed to make
an interim statement in regard to the
finances. That is stated to presage a deficit
on this occasion, as on the last. That deficit
is to be expected. We find that there is a
deficit in every State of the Commonwealth.
T is a common condition of war time, but
I must say that it is wholly due to the
action of the Legislative Council, which is
the shadow of the Opposition which we have
here, that wo have a deficit in Queensland to-
dav, for the simple reason that the finance
Bills which were introduced by this Govern-
ment in order to liquidate that deficit were
turned down.

Governy¥ENT MeuBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. Fry: Which Bills?

Mr. JAMES: The Bills which were inter-
fered with by the Legislative Council com-
prised one which proposed to tax persons
with incomes of over £60 per week. (Hear,
hear!) We find that people who would be
so taxed would have to pay about £5 17s. 6d.
per week out of it, and would only have
something over £50 per week with which to
pay their butchers’ bills—with which to get
meat from the State butchers’ shops. (Go-
vernment laughter and hear, hears!). This
Government, in spite of the difficult times
under which we are passing, embarked on a
policy of mnational development. We find
they have attacked the bad syztem of the past
right in the centre. One of the weaknesses
of modern society at present is in distribu-
tion. Tt is with the matter of distribution
that this Government have grappled in some
measure. We find that they are trying to
the beit of their ability—and I think very

Mr. James.]

Tt will be a good
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successfully—to bring the producers and the
consumers nearer together, so that there may
not be so much waste in the distribution be-
tween those two; so that a fisherman, for
instance, may be able to get a bettoer price
for his product, and the consumer in the city
better able to buy fish, which is rather an
unusual proceeding on the part of a great
portion of our suburban population to-day.
(Hear, hear!) During the election campaign
certain fishermen remarked to me that they
had recently sent several 40-1b. cases of mullet
up to Brisbane, but, instead of getting a
cheque, they received a bill of costs. We find
that this is a very frequent occurrence. That
is simply an instance of the old system. The
practice was for the local retailers of fish in
Brishane to decide among themselves what
the price of fish should be, buy up all they
wanted st that price, and allow the rest to be
thrown into the sea or allowed to go to waste.
The new ﬁQh markets, I understand, handled
160 tons of fish in the first fortmght of their
existence, which shows that they have the
confidence of the fishermen. (Hear, hear!)
They have beoen paying 5s. 6d. per case for
mullet.

Mr. G. P. BamrnEs:
<down your man.

Mr. JAMES: They elected me.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS :
laughter

‘M. JAMES: At present the fish markets
are paying 5s. 6d. per case for mullet in the
glut season, and there is every possibility of
them going up to 12s. 6d. for a 40-lb. case,
whereas previously, allowing for waste, the
average price obtained all the year was 2s.
6d. for a 40-1b. case. The increased price all
goes to the fishermen, but in the past they
pald expenses out of the smaller price
received. The consumer in Brisbane is to-
day buying fish at 4d. per lb. in the State
fish markets.

The fishermen turned

Hear, hear! and

Mr. Perriz: That is only for mullet. (Go-
vernment laughter.)

Mr. PerersoN: Tt includes flathead.
(Laughter.)

Mr. BepBiNaToN : [ think you must have a
lot for sale over there. (Renewed laughter.)

Mr. JAMES: The disabilities which are
obviated by establishing State control and
distribution of fish are also found in the
distribution of fruit. In fruitgrowing dis-
tricts any amount of fruit is grown which is
unsaleable in the season, because there is not
proper distribution, but we have now pro-
vided for a State canning factory, where fruit
will be dealt with in the same way as fsh.
None will be throw n away or let go to waste.
‘When this system 1s prope11v developed the
whole of the frnit supply of Queensland will
be so handled that the fruitgrower, as in the
case of the fisherman, instead of wondermg
whether they are to rrct a market for their
fruit, will find they hawe a ready market,
and will know the price they will receive.

GoOvERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. JAMES: That is one of the reasons
why in some of our fruit districts in the
Logan the Labour party got an overwhelm-
ing majority.

An  OpPOSITION
other rcasons?

A GOVERNXMENT MEMBER :
You are skating on thin ice.

The SPEAKER: Order!
[3Lr. James.

MEeMBER: Were there no
You be careful.

Order!

[ASSEMBLY.]}
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Mr. JAMES: To complete this system of
distribution of primary products, we have
also the State markets. I have information
from the manager of the State markets that
good business is being done there; and, from
my knowledge of the fmmmg interests in my
electorate, I have found there was great need
of something in that direction, because,
owing to the difficulty in handling fruit and
other products in Brisbane, fruitgrowers and
other produ( ers in the farming districts have
been 1n the habit of sending their material
right away to other States and organising
the business themselves. Under that system
a fruitgrower would naturally watch the
papuer, and find out what price was being
paid in Svdney. If he saw a high price
ruling he would send his fruit there. but by
the time that the fruit reached Sydney all
the other fruitgrowers would be doing the
samoe thing, and there would be a glut. so
that a loss would probably be incurred, while
there would very likely be 4 high price ruling
in Melbourne. It is, therefore, a very good
thing for the State to undertake a system of
organising interstate distribution, and, in-
stead of allowing the fruitgrower to be sub-
ject to capricious markets, as he has been, to
undertake the work of distribution—to estab-
lish hranches in the different States, so as to
handle fruit and other produce to the best
advantage. and save the primary producer
from loss through waste.

GoVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. JAMES: These, very briefly, are some
of the means which are being adopted by the
present  Government to overcome the diffi-
culty with regard to the middleman, in order
that the primary producer may get a better
price for his products, and the consumer in
the cities may get cheaper food. That hene-
fits all the *,)eople who are worth benefiting,
all those who give an honest return for what
they get: and it proves conclusively that the
interests of the farmer and working man in
the eity are not opposed, but are identical
with cach other.

GoverNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. JAMES : There is one objection which
has been raised in the past to State enter-
priza, Wo have heard a great deal about
“the Governmenj stroke,” about Govern-
ment departments belng used as hospitals for
“ political desad-beats.”” There may be rem-
nants of the system in the departments
although it is not in the administration—but
we must remember that if there is any of this
system still remaining it is a legacy from the
past. (Hear, hear!) Who were the past?
The past Governments were the gentlemien
sittiny opposite, the people who have been
misleading and misguiding the destinies of
Quecnsland for the last half a century.

GovERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

MES: It was they who cstabliched
‘hey were not trying to run
the Gov -ernment departments ser: iously, but
simply uq\“d them as benovolont

[4 p.m.] asyluins for those who helped to

get them into Parliament. The

Labour party, howcver, recoguises the in-
evitable exiension of such State functions,
and it is their policy to do away with this
system of favouritismi. (Opposition dissent.)
1t is the aim cf the present Government to
run all the State industries, and all the
State «epartments, on a commercial basis.
(flcar, hear!) If tha! has not been done
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in the past, it is not the fault of this Govern-
ment, but 1t is the fault of the Governments
and the parties who established that system.
Qg it 1s for those who established that system
to drr\member this before any eriticism is
mede.

You will notice in the Governor’s Speech
that it is proposed to introduce a State
Enterprises Bill. I understand that the
object of that Bill is to place the State
industries and State departments as far as
possible under non-political control, that is,
in so sar ax it is necessary, to place them
upon a proper commercial basis. But it will
not mean that they are going to be put in
the same position as the Railway Depart-
ment s at present under an autocratic Com-
missioner who can do as he likes, irrespective
of what the Government of the country wills,
and against the Government policy.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Hon. W. H. Barnes: He is to be a
squeszable fellow.

Mr. PeTERgON: No. He is

Mr. JAMES: It is obvious from the few
remarks I have already made that, in spite
of the war difliculties, this Government is
making a sincere and courageous attempt
to get over eome of the difficulties under
which the country has been labouring. I
may say now that it is all the more necessary
to do that because it is war time, because
in war time any people who do anything
worth while are feeling the pinch. 'There-
fore, in spite of any criticistns made in
regard to industrial enterprises, I say that
these things should be carricd out in war
time. This is a time when we have an
opportunity of developing our industries such
as we never had before.

GoVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. JAMES: We have now got an oppor-
tunity to rectify the retrograde movement
in the boot industry caused by the old Tory
Administration, Under the Tory Administra-
tion there has been a decrease in the number
of employees. We know that there are less
employces in the boot industry in the State
to-day than in 1908. We do not find private
enterprise trying to rectify that state of
affairs, (Hear, hear!) Therefore it is
necessary that this Government should do
all it possibly can to take advantage of war

inter.erence in commicrce to develop our
.local industries.
This Government haz also adopted a

humanitarian policy which is to benefit those
who sre unabic to benefit themselves. All
are aware that the ¥lome Secretary’s De-
partment has organised. a system of baby
clinies for protacting the life of the young—
protecting for Australia the beginnings of
the greater population of the future. (Hear,
hear!) We find also that during the last
three years this Government increased the
amount paid to natural mothers for looking
after théir own children. Previously under
the old Liberal party, the foster mother
received more than the natural mother for
the care of children. The Liberal party
made no pretence towards humanitarian
legislstion and always took advantage of
the natural mother who desired to look
after her own children and paid her less
than they paid the foster mother.

CoVERNMENT MEMBERS : Shame! Shame!

[29 Mav.]
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Mr. JAMES: That is an Iilustration of
the difference in the outlook of the two
parties. One is a humanitarian party and
the other is not a humanitarian party. That
is the best way to put it.

Mr. Brpeinerox: The orphans were the
first you reduced last vear.

My, JAMES: There is no need for me
to include in my summary of the legislation
of the Government any lengthy reference to
the benefits reccived by those suffering from
minecrs’ phthisis and their dependents, or to
the Dbenefits received under the Workers’
Compensation Act.  (Hear, hear!) They
show that we have a definite humanitarian
policy. (Hear, hear!)

I notice in the Governor’s Speech a refer-
ence to a proposed Supreme Court Act
Amendment Bill. I hope, from a humani-
tarian standpoint, that this measure will
provide for the retirement of Supreme Court
judges at least at the age of 65 years.

GoveErNMENT MEewBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. JAMES: We find that some of our
judges have made—looking at it from a lay-
man’s point of view—some ridiculous judg-
ments. In the Legisiative Council case—the
cise of Taylor versus the Attorney-General—
their decision was reversed by the High
Court and also by the Privy Council. The
ages of our present Supreme Court judges
are of interest. Mgy, Justice Chubb is 73
years of age, Mr. Justice Cooper 72, My,
Justice Real 71, and the two babies are Mr.
Justice Shand, 60 years, and Mr. Justice
Lukin, 50 years. Mr. Justice Chubb started
on his judicial duties twentymnine years ago.
Mr. Justice Cooper started on his thirty-
three years ago, while Mr. Justice Real
started twenty-cight years ago. And we find
in some of their judgments to-day the idcas
that were in cxistence thirty years ago—
they attempt to incorporate these in what
should be up-to-date modern judgments.

Mr. StopromrD: They practise a go-slow
policy, too. :

Mr. JAMES: Therefore I think that it
will be a good thing if this Supreme Court
Act Amendment Bill provides for the retire-
ment of the Supreme Court judges at a
reasonable age, when their mental faculties
begin to suffer the deterioration which might
lead to injustice in some respects. One of
our first objects should be to get a judiciary
as efficient as possible, and therefore we
should provide = for the appointment of
younger men to these positions in order to
attain to an absolute standard of justice at
all times.

Mr. Vowres: You want them ¢ tempera-
mentally fitted” ?

Vir. JAMES: Not only is it the duty of
the Covernment to attend to the development
of the national industries and provide for
the proper distribution of primary products
and to do all that they can in a humani-
tarian way, but we find that it has fallen
upen the prezent Government lately to pro-
tect this State against Federal encroachments.
This is not a party matter; it is one which
hon. gentlemen opposite will agree should
be supported by all Queensland. The price
of butter in Queensland should not be fixed
at a net rate of 10s. per cwt. less than
Victoria and New South Wales.

Mr. Canrrer: Thirteen shillings.

Mr. James.]
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Mr. JAMES: I said “net.” The Quecns-
land price for butter is 149s. 4d. per cwt.,
but 3s. is allowed on that price for sale in
Victoria, which makes it 152s. 4d. In Vie-
toria the price of butter has been fixed at
162s. per cwt. Omn the suppozition or excuse
that there is a surplus of butter in Queens-
land, the Victorian and New South Wales
merchants are allowed sa increased price.
I find frem investigation that it costs 1s. 7d.
per cwt. to sead this butter to Viectoria,
whereas the net difference is nearly 10s. per
cwt. That is giving the benefit to middlemen,
and this State is being victimised for the
benfit of the speculators in Melbourne and
Svdney. All parties in this Parliament
should unite to protect the State against
Federal encroachments of that sort. It is
v for all concerncd in the butter
te see that there should be no great
margin in the price between the Southern
States and Queensland.

The (ommonwealth Government has also
refused to allow this Government to handle
Queensland’s rerc metals. Quecnsland pro-
duces tha grestest quantity of molybdenite
and wolfram in Australia, yet the Federal
Government gave the monopoly to Dalgety
and Co. to contro! the export of those metals.
The price of molybdenite in England is £525
per ton, and Dalgety and Co. have profited
by as much as £75 per ton. They get a fixed
price for the metal in England, yet the work-
ing miners in Queensland had to take what-
ever the company pleased to give them.

GoveERNMENT MEMBERS: Shame! Shame!

Mr. JAMES: This Government approached
the Federal Government for the right to act
as agents for the handling of our rare metals,
but they were turned down. Yet we now find
that the Federal Government have appointed
the Thermo Ore Reduction Company of North
Queenszland to be the agents for the handling
of those metals in Queensland.

Mr. Kirwax: How many shares has Mr.
Hughes got in that company?

Mr. JAMES: The Federal Government
would not allow the State Government to act
as agents in that matter at all. I consider
that the Queensland Government should have
a greater share in the handling of our local
products and in fixing the prices of those
products. (IMear, hear!) We know that it
is not_altogether a State matter, since the
Imperial Government and the Commonwealth
Government between them have control of
freightage and the market facilities in
London, but there should be some arrange-
ment entered into between the Commonwealth
Government and this Government to provide
for the better protection of our State in-
terests in that regard.

GoverNMEST MEMBERS : Hear, hear !

Mr. JAMES: During the election, apart
from the domestic matters engaging the
attention of electors, the question of patriot-
ism entered very largely into the discussions
which took place. I often wondered where
true patriotism was to be found. I won-
dered if it was to be found in the Liberal
party, which wears a national cloak in order
to get the votes of a certain section of the
people by pretending that it was a truly
national party. I do not know exactly how
many names the party sitting opposite hes
had in the last few years. (Hear, hear! and

[Mr. James.

[ASSEMBLY.]
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laughter.) We know that any individual
who is always changing his name is likely
to be regarded with suspicion.

The Houe Srcrerary: They
more in St. Helena than elsewhere.
hear!) )

2y, CorsEr: That is where your policy was
framed.

Mr. JAMES: We found when the war
broke out, and the people were overcome by
patriotic cmotions, that the party oppostte
immediately changed their name to the
“ National ” party, in order to try and catch
votes by working on that patriotic sentiment.
Thev failed to dupe the electors outside; but,
at the same time, they adopted that patriotic
cloak in order to catch those votes. Bub
when the Queensland Government adopts
come measarcs or takes some course in order
to pursue the things for which Australia is
fighting to-day they get very little sympathy
from the so-called ** National”’ party at all

GoverxMENT MEMBIRS : Hear, hear!

Mr. JAMES: We find when the Premier
of Queensland allows his name to be used in
conneetion with the raising of 1,000 volun-
teers, and he speals from the Post Office
steps in aid of that proposition, that there
is considerable criticism from persons who
are actively associated with the National
party.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: IHear, hear!

2ir. MAcarRTNEY : You never got one recruit.
(Opposition interruption.)

The SPEAKER: Order! Order! I sug-
gest that hon. members allow the hon. mem-
ber to make his speech without interruption.

TJoxoURsPLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. JAMIES: I enjoy these interjections,
Mr. Speaker, because it shows that hon.
members opposite are very interested in what
1 am saying, and that it_touches them very
closely. (Hear, hear!) I don’t know how
it is that the Federal authorities are so lax
in taking precautions against persons who
prejudice recruiting for political purpcses.
T think that there is room for strong action
in that respect, and T am astounded that the
military authorities have taken no course at
all in order to protect the recruiting move-
ment in Australia from attacks which are
the outcome of a party spleen and spite.

GovERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

1fr. JAMES : I think that is all that we
can put it down to. (Hear, hear!) I do not
make that charge against members of Par-
liament particularly. We find that the raw
fcelings which a party represents are to be
found more clearly defined in the followers
than in the leaders; but they are true, on th_e
whole, of all persons so engaged. It is
remarkable that, although the party which
calls itself ¢ National”’ went out to catch
votes under a patriotic cloak, thew stooped
to apparently the most unpatriotic means in
order to gét those votes. (Hear, hearl)
When the people of the Logan were pleased
to elect me as their representative, we found
that certain orrans of the Press in Queens-
land which did not support the Labour
party were very quick in aseribing my elec:
tion to what ther ealled “‘ the German vote.”
During my tour of that electorate I found
no Germans at all; I found a lot of good
Australians.

GoverNuMENT MeMBERS: Hear, hear!

are found
(Hear,
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Mr. JAMES: I don’t think that because
a person’s forefathers happened to come from
a place called Germany, which is at present
at war with Iingland, they are to be regarded
as Germans.

Mr. KirwAN: What about the late Queen
Victoria and King Edward?

Mr. JAMES: In actual practice the
National party recognized that fact, because
I found a gentleman of the name of Hein-
rich Aungust Karl Kluver organising in the
Logan clectorate in opposition to me.

GOVvERNMENT Mzusrrs: IHear, hear! and
laughter,

Mr, JAMES: I naturally came to the con-
clusion that that gentleman was paid and
sent out on that mission by the National
party on behalf of my opponents.

Mr. Porrnock: To get the German vote.

Mr. JAMES: No. - Not to get the Ger-
man vots, but to get the Australian vote
which thay themselves declare is German.
The reason, I will submit, that that section
voted for the Labour party, was not because
they were Germans, but because the Federal
Gowvernment failed to recognise them as
good Australians and took their vote away
from them.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. JAMES: I will ask vou, Mr. Speaker,
is there any section of the community which,
if victimised in that way, would not retaliate?
They did retaliate, and I admire them for
it; and I say again that I don’t know of
any scction in  Australia who are more
patriotic than they are, because right
through that district I found that they were
truly patriotic end they resented the impu-
tation of disloyalty. If the Federal Govern-
ment had suspicions as to the loyalty of
certain people in Australia, why did they not
wait until they could ¢ sheet home? a
charge of disloyalty by the proper methods,
instead of including the whole of a certain
section of the people of Queensland in a
general condemnation? If Australia is to
become a great nation—as I hope and think
it will—it is necessary to bind into one
nation the whole of the people who are at
present In Australia, and not spli them into

~a lot of fighting sections the same as the so-

called “ National” party have been doing.
(Hear, hear!) We have many nationalities
in Australia. You might go to some countries
and find that the people of that country
for centuries back were of the onc race, but
in Australia we have people from all over
the world. We have invited them here; we
have asked them to come here and almost
paid them to come to develop Australia: and
now, when all these sections are united into
ona Australian nation, we find a so-called
¢ National ” Government turning round and
declaring that one part of the Australian
people are not worthy of citizenship. That
1s why thev voted feor the Labour party this
time—because the Labour party does not
believe in splitting up Australia into a lot
of different sections in that fashion, but
believes in welding the whole of these peoples
into one Australian nation.

Mr. S1zER: Like a Mar Day meeting.

Mr. JAMES: I hold that the return of sy
friend, Mr. Butler, for the Lockyer is duc
wholly to the rcsentment of the electors of
that disfiict at the tactics which were
employed there—unpatriotic tactics. We find
that the so-called National candidate for the
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Lockyer issued a manifesto, in which he
blamed Andrew Fisher, late Prime Minister
of Australia, for declaring that he would
devote the last man and the last shilling fo
winning the war. The people of that elec-
torate, being patriotic Australian citizens,
resented such taectics, and thercfore we find
that in portions of the electorate—where the
residents could not be accused of having any
German blood in them—Mr. Butler got over-
whelming support. They resented the unpat-
riotie action of @ party that called themselves
“Nationz1”’ in order to catch votes. =~ MMr.
Butler will, nc doubt, deal with this af
creater length. (Laughter.) I am just men-
tioning it by the way, because, while I am
defending the rights of Australian citizens, 1t
is just as well to show up the tactics to 7 }‘1}ch
this so-called ¢ National” party are willing
to descend. We need to remember _these
things; and before that party can rightly
call iteelf a National party it will have to
recoenise the right of every Australian citizen
to full citizen’s rights, cut out their party
strife and bitterness, and, if they want to
win the war—as they say they do—to enter
lovally into a compact with all other parties
warc Australia entered into this
war almost unanimously. .At the beginning
of the war, had a plebiscite been taken of
the people, probably 90 per cent. would have
been in favour of pursuing it. Since Aus-
tralia is in it now, Australia shall remein m
it.

GovenywuNT Meupers: Hear, hear!

My, JAMES : The efforts to get volunteers
and to pursuc the war on the basig of thel
voluntary system which has been laid down
by the peonle of Australia should not ‘be
interfered with by the sactics which the
Opnposition has shown a tendency to pursue
T think that the Labour party can be called
the  National ”” party in future if deods and
facts, rather than names, are to be con-
sidered. i

A Goveaxuext Memper: Truly National

Mr. JAMES: This is the truly < National
party,” bevause the Government—{(hear,
hear )—as I have shown-—and the party_for
whom the Government acts, are doing th‘»‘nr
best to develop the industries of Australia,
and to take advantage of war conditions in
order to o that. They are trying to build
Australia into a fine nation, and it is only
by those methods that we will really come outb
into that future nationhood to which, T think,
all Australia should aspire.

GovrenmENT Menmsers : Hear, hear!

Mr. BRIENNAN (who was received with
Government  Hear, hears”) said: I rise
to second the Address in Reply so ably
proposed by the hon. member for the Logan.
Before proceeding to formally second that
vote, I have to tender to you, Sir, my, con-
eratulations on your attainment of so high a
position as Speaker of the Agsembly. Tthink
{hat voung members coming into the Cham}se.r
are looked upon as subjects worthy of ridi-
cule. and those young members have to look
to the Speaker for guidance; and the Speaker
has to encourage those young me_mbers in
intelligent debate. This morning, in answer
to a message, we were called to the Upper
House. We attended there, where I heard
a Speech delivered by His Txcelleney the
Governor. That Speech in itself was very
high in quality, and spoke volumes for the
able advisers of His Excellency in educating
and pointing out to him the necessities for
the democratiz portion of Queensland as

Mr. Brennan.)
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represented in this present Parliament. I
think that the advisers of His Excellency have
shown the way to true democracy and the
principles required for that democratic spirit
in the future. Before seconding the motion, I
would like to add something to what the
hon. member for the Logan has already
said. I notice in the Governor’s Speech,
regarding returned soldiers, the following
statement : —

“To the problem of making adequate
provision for the soldiers who return to
Queensland, my advisers are giving the
very closest attention, and they have
already made satisfactory arrangements
for a considerable number of them. The
work of settling on suitable Crown land
such of them as have a turn for agricul-
ture or its allied industries is proceeding
satisfactorily.” :

‘When we come to consider that when this
war is over there will be something like
8,000,000 people thrown out of employment—
that 1s to say, the soldiers in the British
dominions actually engaged in the war, and
the women and girls’ who are engaged in
munition works—we then start to appreciate
the nature of the duty of the Government to
provide employment for those people. We
know very well that when the war is over
there will be a surfeit of unemployment in
Australasia. At present we have it in Sydnoy
and Melbourne, and it is sure to come, to a
great coxtent, in Queensland. I think the
Speech of His Excellency the Governor this
morning points the way to a solution. If
the Opposition will assist the Governmens,
-and also persuade their friends on the
other side of the door to assist us in
enabling a proper procedure to be adopted,
and proper work to be done, so that the
soldiers, on their return, will be able to
go into employment which will be satis-
factory for them and their dependents,
they will be conferring a benefit on the
people of Queensland. I was much interestcd
to hear our worthy Premier at Toowoomba.
He said there that, as far as the Queensland
Government was concerned, its ambition was
to develop the mineral resources of Queens-
land. Now, we all know very well that
Queensland, in mineral resources, is the
richest State in Australia. The Premier said
that it was the duty of the Government to
develop those mineral resources of Queens-
land. He pointed out that with the increase
in the accumulated debts—Federal and State
—taxation alone would not possibly do more
than pav interest without touching redemp-
tion. He pointed out that it was necessary
for Governments to take control of all pro-
ducts and minerals, and work them to the
best advantage, the profit to be derived
from such enterprises to be applied to the
redemption of the liability of the various
States and the Commonwealth. T think that
when the Premier said that he hit the kex-
note of the situation, as it appears to be the
only solution of Australia having a chance of
emerging from. and relieving itself of, the
enormous liahility which is going to be place:d
on the shoulders of the Australian people in
the future. T think that we have in the
present Parliament the ablest statesmen we
have ever had in the history of Queensland.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. BRENNAN: I say that their hetion
last session, in endeavouring to introduce
the Tron and Steel Works Bill, shows that
they were out to do the best they could for
Quecensland ; but, sorry to relate, and sorry

[M7r. Brennan.
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I am to see it on record, the Opposition
fought that measure, which at the present
time might have been an accomplished
fact. I trust when that Bill is introduced
on this occasion the Opposition will vote
for it to a man, and also influence their
friends across the door to do likewise.
1 say further that the Government, in
tackling the arsenic question, has done a
great good for the {armers and scttlers in
Queensland. I think the arsenic question is
one which roquired tackling immediately,
and if the, results of the trial in the mine
are successful it will be a boon not only to
farmers but to the pastoralists. The pastoral-
ists, however, must be impressed with the
necessity of carrying out their obligations
under their leases. They have to get

rid of the prickly-pear. They

[4.30 p.m.] cannot take the leases, feed the

grass off them, allow the pear to
take charge, and then throw them back to
the Crown, as they have done in years gone
by. I say that this question is one of the
most material at the present time. Prickly-
pear not only is throttling the grazing in-
dustry, but also is threatening the whole of
the pastoral industrsy, and if it is not
grappled with Queensland is going to be
m a very shocking state. I do not think
the destruction of the pear is the only solu-
tion of the problem. Possibly, with the
Labour party’s ambition for scientific re-
search we may be able to introduce to
Queensland able chemists who will provide
other means of dealing with prickly-pear and
of making spirit from what at present is a
troublesome vegetable.

I notice a Bill is to be introduced to
deal with dairy produce. When we speak
of dairy produce, we have to consider the
farmer. We know very well that in the
past the farmer has always been told that
the only friend he had was the person
who would not put a tax on him. *We
won't rut a tax on you; you stick to us,
and vote for us, and we will not put a tax
on you'’——that has been the cry of the Op-
position for the last fifty years, but the
farmer is starting to realise that direct taxa-
tion may be a blessing—(Opposition laugh-
ter)—because once a measure is passed for
direct taxation he can calculate what it is
going to be six months ahead, but he does
not know what the middleman is going to
do or what he is going to make out of him
in indirect taxation. For instance, in 1911
the farmer was getting about 94d. for his
cream, and butter was selling at 2s. 5d. or
something near that price. Hon. members
will remember at the same time something
like half a million cases of butter were being
corzered in Sydney.

Mr. Bepeix@TON: Did you say 9id. for
cream ?

Mr. BRENNAN: Somcthing like that, as
vou know,

Mr. BrppixgroN: That is a very good
price.

Mr, BRENNAN: Now it is 1s. 34d., and
butter is selling at 1s. 7d. or 1s. 8d. per lb.
The farmer is in a better position to-day
than ever before in the history of Queens-
land. And he has become educated as to
who are his best friends. It is essential that
the farmer must be educated. When he puts
his cron in he must know what he is going
to get for it. He mwust not be left to the
mercy of the middlemen who are un-
scrupulous and want to corner the markets.
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I admit that a man acting as agent is not
so bad, but the man who has capital and can
hang on to the farmers’” produce until the
price comes round to suit himself, may corner
the markets.

Now I intend to come to the question of
the early conference of wheatgrowers. I
think that when it is called it will prove
to be like the conference of sugar-growers.
It will give the utmost satisfaction o the
farmers on the Downs. I am sure the hon
member for Drayton will support us in this
matter and other matters dealing with the
farmers, because therc is no doubt they are
all in their interests, I think it will be found
that the wheatgrowers will attend that con-
ference and that in three years’ time, like the
cane farmers in the North, they will be well
satisfied with what has been done for them.

The question of the Royal Commission upon
the feasibility of establishing the iron and
steel industry in Queensland deals with a
proposal that is going to prove a great
benefit to the State. I hope that the Iron
and Steel Works Bill will become an accom-
plished fact in the very near future, as
when the industry is established we shall be
able to extend our railways in the North
and also in the farming and other rural
districts, at a minimum cost.

The next matter to receive my atten-
tion is the Health Act Amendment Bill. I
say that the Federal Government has been
criminal in its negligence in not attending to
the health of the people of Australia. The
Ryan Government, during last session, intro-
duced and passed a Health Act in which
were inserted certain clauses dealing with
venereal discases. That Act is the only picce
of legislation in Australia which makes it
compulsory to notify such diseases. We read
the other day a most glaring and deplorable
statement as to the condition of some of our
unfortunate Australian soldiers. Australia’s
average is second on the list of venercal
disease at present in the hospitals at home,
and when the war is over we are going
to have those unfortunate lads return-
ing here and elsewhere without any Go-
vernment control. At the present time the
city of Brisbane is reeking with venereal
diseae. Queensland—the whole of Aus-
tralia, you might say—is reeking with it,
and any gentleman who refuses or declines
to assist in attending to the health of the
community of Australia in this matter ought
to be hanged to the nearest post. We
arc laying ourselves out to bring in humani-
tarian measures, and yet, on the other hand,
some public men are looking on at the
spread of this awful disease without taking
any steps to prevent such spreading.
~ hope the Government, during the pre-
sent session, will see that the adminis-
tration of the Act to which I have referred
is put into force with the greatest violence
it 1s possible to use. because it is the only
means of combating the evil in Queensland.

I do not intend to go any further into the
Speech at the present time. I have very
much pleasure in seconding the adoption of
the Address in Reply.

HoxourasLe MEveers: Hear, hear!

Mr. MACARTNEY: I beg to move the
adjournment of the debate.

Question put and passed.

The resumption of the debate was made an
Order of the Day for to-morrow.

The House adjourned at = twenty-three
minutes to 5 o'clock p.m.
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