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LEOISLATPJ'E ASSEMBLY. 

TUESDAY, 28 MAY, 1918. 

MEETIKG OF PARLIAMENT. 

The House met at 12 o'clock this day, pur
suant to proclamation, and shortly after
wards proceeded to the Legislative Council 
Cha1nb, r for the purpose of her ring the 
Con11nission su1n1noning Parliament read. 

On its return, 
The CLERK rr~ad a Commission authorising 

the Hon. 'I'. J. Ryan, the Hon. E. G. 
'l'heodor0, the Hon .• J. M. Hunter, the Hon. 
W. Lennon, the Hon. H. F. Hardacro, the 
Hon. J. Huxham, the Hon. J. A. Fihelly, 
the Hon. J. H. Coyne, and the Hon. W. N. 
Gillics to administer the oath or affirmation 
of allegiance to members elect. 

The CLERK having read the list of mem
bers elected, as endorsed on the writs which 
had beBn returned, the members present 
took the oath or affirmation of allegiance 
and subscribed the roll. 

The members absent were-The Hon. J. 
G. Appel (Albert), Mr. E. T. Bell (Fassifen,), 
Mr. E. i\1. Land (Balonne), Mr. J. C. Peter
son (Normanby), and Mr. W. J. Wellington 
(Charters Towe1·s). 

ELECTION OF SPEAKER. 

The TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Theodore. 
Chillagoe): Mr. a'Court,-I rise for the pur
pose of proposing that Mr. William McC'or
mack, the hon. member for Cairns, do ·take 
the chair as Speaker. (Hear, hear !) Mr. 
McCormack is no stranger to this position, 
as he has occupied it for three years past 
with considerable credit to himself and to 
the Chamber. 

GovERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

The TREASURER: During the time that 
Mr. McCormack occupied that high office 
nothing occurred to lessen our confidence 

[Hon. W. Hamilton. 

in him for the position. (Hear, hear!) 
It is a position which requires high quali
fication <Hl the part of the oc upant-a 
thorou6h kno,vledgo of th,• Standing Orders. 
and of the practiro governing parliamentary 
procedure. I+, require•o also :m intuitive 
impartiality on all mvtters and towar-ds all 
members, which, I think, all will agree Mr. 
McCormack possesses. (Hear, hear!) It 
requires also an equableness of te:npcr, and 
sdf-possession in order to g-ui•do the Aoc,embly 
in turbulent times. I maintain that Mr. 
l\fcCormack pos csscs all these attributes 
in a remarkable degree. I think 'vo are 
fortunate in having a member with his 
abilitic·; in the pass ~·-ion of whic:1 I think 
he is comparable only with the greatest of 
his predecf',sors. (Boar, hear!) I have 
much pleasure, thcr• fore, in propoeing that 
Mr. \;Villiam :1-fcCormack hlw the chair as 
Speaker of this House. 

GOVERNMENT l\1E!IIBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. BERTRA::\1 (Jfa1'C•e): I rise with 
pleasur8 to eecond the nomination of Mr. 
William l\fcCormaek so ably proposed by the 
Trea~urer. I had the pleasure of nominat
ing Mr. McCormack for the important 
position of Speaker three years ago, then an 
untried member. I then said that, in my 
opinion, Mr. Iv1cCormack had. the capacity 
b satisfact 1rily fill the chair. (Hu.r, hear!) 
I prcdictr 1 that. if dcctc·d, he would wield 
the nowers and authorities vc"ted in him 
in ari impartial and a judicial manner, and 
l submit that my judgment was correct. 
(Hear, lwar!) :Mr. Larcombo, who :coconded 
~Ir. ::Y.rcCormack's non1ination, f,aid that 11r. 
l\IoCormaok had shown that he ha·:l sound 
jr;dgmcn-~-. and pron1ptiic:os of d('cit:~on, and 
had the charact0ric,tic>- which would make 
for excellence in a Speaker. 

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. BER'I'RA:'I~: I think that during the 
three years that I\lr. McCormack has 
occupied the po-,ition of Speaker he has 
amply domon,,tratcrl the po sos·-ion of those 
qualities. (Hear, hcu !) I should like to 
r.dd that during l\h. ?lloCormack's occu-
1Janc:7 of the chr..ir his ruling was never 
oncc ohallenrs 'd. That is something to his 
credit. (Hear, hear!) I would also add 
th'<t his three "ears'' occupanc;c- of the chair 
has amplified his knowledge of the parlia
mentary practice, has ripened his judgment. 
and has otherwise made him better fitted 
for this important position. I claim that 
if the satisfactory fulfilment of the duties 
of Speaker j ustifics one in expecting a 
unanimous vote here to-day, there ''ill be 
onlv one nomination-that of Mr. JI.IIcCor
ma~1c I have much pleasure in seconding 
the nomination of :Mr. McCormack as 
Speaker. 

GovERNMENT ME1fBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. MACARTNEY (Toowong): I think 
that Mr. Mcr::ormack must feel happy at the 
manmr in which his election to the Speaker
ship has been propo-ed, becau'c I do not 
o,uppose thrrt rny ,·cron~cr wor-ds could have 
been used in rccpect of a Speaker than 
haYe be,•n used bv the nronoser and 
seconder of this motion. Tlic 'election of 
Speakc1· is, P'crhaps, one of the most im
portant 'unctio;B which the A"sembly has 
te> perform, and I think that the proposer 
of the motion has rightly stated the qualifica
tions which a Speaker ought to have. In 
times gone by the appointment of Speaker 
has been made on tho proposition of a 



Election of Speakar. [28 MAY.] Flection of Speaker. 3 

lJrivatc m' tnbcr, recognising that the House 
itse:f had the ric-ht to appoint the Speaker, 
irruspcctive of party. 

The PRE:\IIER: That has not always been so. 
Mr. :YIACAR'T.:-JEY: I think that that was 

a .-cry good practit e. I alluded to it three 
years a,go, wh·_n Ivlr. ::'.lcCormack had been 
lirot proposed, .• md 1 then expressed the 
hope that the best man in the House would 
be appoiutc•d !" the position, irrespectiYe of 
the p:uty to which he belonged. 

GOVERXMENT cv1E:\JBEHS: So he was. 
:iYh. ?IIACARTJ'\EY: The position of 

Speaker is, as etrrtcd by the proposer of the 
rrwbon, a very rcspon~ibl~ one. It involves 
absolute impartiality and fairness in the 
conduct nf debate. (Ht·.tr, hear!) Under 
our txistnt:_:' ~tanding Orcle~, it is more 
important than eYer it has been in the pa--t 
that the Speaker :;hould be an impartial 
rnan. 

Hm:m;RABLE ::YIE:l1BEHS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. liiACART="!EY: The Standing Order•, 
practically deprive hon. members of this 
Hou-c OI th•' opportunity of adequately 
quc~tioning the decision of the Speaker. 

The 'IREASUllEH: The citanding Orders did, 
<md you were on the 8tanding Orders Coi•l
mittee. 

Mr. MACARTKEY: In the days gone by, 
if th~ 3peaker gayo a deei.,ion which 
appeared to any hun. member to be wrong, 
or out of order, he could move that the 
rulir1g be disagreed with in-tanh. 'l'he 
matter was then Jiscu"ed, and very o-. ten 
it has been the pri ,·ilege of this House
even on the moLon of a memb-n· of th•) 
Opposition-that is to s.ty, the least 
numerous party in the House-to reverse the 
-deciJion of the Speaker. 'That bid; for fair· 
nC-'l and for impartiality. Unfortunately, 
under our Star.-ding Orders, as they exict at 
the prr" ~c:nt tiuu:<, if the SpeakJ:,r, in a 
lUUlnr nt of h(~"""tt-or under anv othrT circuln
stancec:-givcs an arbitrd'Y decision, the only 
-\\ ny of quc~tjoning it is on a snh e1ucnt 
day to gi -;e notic.e of motion that the ruling 
be dis:tgr,~ed to, and it so lutppen,:,, in th,~ 
ordinm"-- course of things, that when im
pm·tant m- ttcrs n re ) efure the AssemblY a 
ruling-hovvcver har.J1 or wrong it has l)cen 
in thc- opiniou of hon. rrwinbors-goc-'l unqw:..._)
tioncd. Hone', I1lr. B'rtram j._ -able to sa
that dm·in~; tho bet l':tr!iamcnt the Speaker'"s 
-c' ;ision was not questione !. That j m t shmY ~ 
how much inmor·tance is to be t -chc;d to 
that p trticulai· datq-1ent. I am prepared 
to ccclmit that :M:r. JYicCor n~ck has got 
natural gift-_ which qualify hi,,, to bJ a \ ~ry 
ex<cdlent Speaker. 

GovERl'MENT ME:liBERS: Hear, hear! 

~lr. 1\IAC.\RTKr:,y: Ho has got applica
tion, and h_, hr.s got an c·bility v.hich qualifies 
him, and I rnu2t .1.dn1it that thcr:J ar!! tin1e.-1 
when Mr. :'LcCormack has she wn that 
{]Ualifieui;ion, but, unf.oriunately, the Parlia
ll10nt of (~uc,cnsland does not ;,it in this 
Chamber (Goycrnmcnt lau!;hter.) 

0PPOSlTION ~-1E;\lnERS : Hear, hear ! 
GOVERXIIIENT i\o1EJIBERS : It sits m the 

Upper Chamber. 

:\1r. J\IACARTNEY: Leaving our 1Jpper 
House cut of it we arr> abl8 to say that 
there is a lower chamber that sits down 
stairs and laws are passed there. 

Mr. KIRWAN: And you sat there last night. 
{Government laughter.) 

Jl.lr. :\J:ACARTNEY: V\herc the roal 
·c pp er I-I ousC' is is another questio1; p0rhaps 
you mi:rht fin-d it in Turbot stre<?t. \Ve find, 
from reading the columns of the Prcs-, that 
the Pr~rliarnent which sits dovvn bolo~r ha-: 
appoir,ted :Ylr. Thlr()ormack to bo Spc,\kt•_ 
of this H ousc. 

The 'TR._:\.SURER: Ko, only nominated him 

Mr. J\1ACAR1'NEY: At the same time, 
this is just t'he one occasion during the 
com·s' of P-arliament when we can read a 
little moral le son to the Speaker--when we 
c·1n ask tho Dpeakcr Go take into fu~l con
si-deration the rights d each si•cle 0f lne 
{ 'ha1nber, and I propose to do it w~Ht~ilJt. 
irritation as far us I can po5sib1y do it. 
(Hear, hear!) There ·.vue many times -dur
ing the last Parliament when me-mbers on 
this side of the 1-ionse felt very much 
aggriL ved at the decisions of the Speaker. 
It is not to be wondorod at, perhaps, that a 
rnan new to the chair rnay 1nake n1istakesl 
,,nd those mi,takos mdy be. overioolwcl, out 
'\\8 cannot get away from th1s fact, that J\1r. 
:\lcCorn1ack is a very "trong party rnan. 
lle is a•,qociatc.d with ,md hos played a very 
::;trong part with the party in po1-ver, aud 
we coul-d not got a\ .. .ty from the idea that 
i-he higher abitity of thu Speaker prompted 
hi1t1 sontetirnej to n1akc suggestions to our 
friends on the other side during the conduct 
of busi,,e•-s that we -did not consider to be 
alto:;other fair in a Speaker. (Governrnent 
di>sent.) 

The l'RE:liiEH : There iJ no foundation for 
such a stakment. 

;>.Ir . .:'.lACART::\'EY: I am only voicing 
"'.-.:h: .. t otu fcoJi11g2 in the last Parliament 
wcP, and I think that, by as openly as 
pos::;ble rnaking clear our co1nplaints, we 
Juay hope for tl1e co;'J..'ection of thorn during 
the (xisting PaL~ian1unt. lt is only ·due to 
the Ifouse that tlw rnun "ho occupif'3 the 
position t f Speaker c;houl-d be a0 olutely 
fair aHd impc.rtial to both ·idn of tlw 
l-lou··o. Then_• arc a large rnunbcr of liiL .. 1-

her~ on one 8ide of thr: 1-Iouse, and a ~<J.nall 
number on the otlv~·r sid8--

GOVEHXMENT l\IElllBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. ;\L\CAHTNEY: \.nd thcra is no 
reason to suppose th,:t the Government of 
the country cannot c.ury out tnoi1· propo-.als 
·without rccC'iving any .ardventit~ous .. 1i.d fron1 
the Spe.1ker. (Hear, hear !) There are 
times, during the c•uJ: ,8 of Parliurncnt, when 
!he Spo,_ ker he.- to r:-ice a judic:al -dv ision
decicle whetho- tLe question at ir.ue has been 
sufficier.tly debated or not-but I am sorry to 
say that during the ;,v-t Parli,c,mcnt tha·o 
dPcbion n<:; giycn by the Spc.akcr, and other 
officers of the Ho\lW, on occa,ions '--hen no 
·debate had taken 11i1'ce ~Ct all, and when 
thoro wa-- not oycn a •mnblance of a -debate 
to justi_ y the S::>caker in giving a judicial 
<'ecision that tlE- matter had h _ll suffi"iently 
dF11ated. 

0P-PJO'-!T~ON :\1E11BEI:S: Hen, h(ar! 

Mr. I1L\CARTNEY: I say tint that do<'g 
not indic1.te th3 oxtrcn1c i1npartiali(y ,vhirh 
!-he Spt-aker ;ohou]d show to all me Jbers of 
the House. I mv•,df arro_ free to confec , that 
I found fault "ith d<:cisions of the Speaker, 
and I would hayo liked h haYo had an 
opportunity of quoctioning them at the time, 
but the Standing Orders denied me that 
ovportunity. As I said before, the im· 
portanc•' of a question-or the comparative 
unimportance of something that happ~ned 

i11r.111acartney.] 
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the previous night-prevented those decisions 
being questioned. I have felt aggrie_ved ~t 
the attitude of the Speaker on ocoas1_ons .m 
<>alling cm·hin hon. gentlemen on th1s s1de 
of the House to order on the ground of 
irrelevancy, when I think that, whatever 
argument might have been used in support 
of the Speaker's decision, there was, at least, 
a reasonable doubt as to the irrelevancy of 
the matter in question. The use of one 
word would have connecte-d it at once witl, 
tlre subjcct-martcr under debate. I think we 
might have expected from the Speaker that 
chivalrous recognition of the smaller party 
in the House that is necessary to fhow the 
fairnf"S\ of th•l Speo.kcr. In ·days gone by 
we have heard eomnlaints that the Speaker 
was too partid to'" the Opposition. That 
was when the Speaker aho was a repre
sentative of the Government party of the 
day. I think that was a good fault to 
find in a Speaker, bcrause 1t showed a 
certain amount of chh-alry, and it showed a 
desire to certainly be on the right side. I 
am not going to c-•Jy much more abou~ that. 
lindoubtrdly the hon. gentlmnan who 1s pro
posed to-du:' for the position of Speaker has 
got natural qualities which fit hir!l to co_nd_uct 
the bnsines, of the Houee with 1mpartw.hty. 
·when the hon. gentleman is clect"d to-day, 
I hope he will. bear in min~ that w}:l~t I hav_c 
said is not sa1d m any unrnnd sprnt,_ bu.t rt 
ie< said merely to correct those obJectwns 
which we •C• c{r:kdll' f!.'lt on this side of the 
House during th~ last Parliament. The 
po,ition of Speaker should be an absolutel_Y 
impartial c•:w, and I would hke to sec 1t 
given to one of the oldest me_mber" of the 
1-lou~,e, p('rhaps to one who 1s n1ore con
versant with narliamentary procedure than 
most other memb;·•:s. I re'er to li:Ir. Hard
ane, the Se cr·ctary fer Public Instruction, 
·, ho i> nnc of the oldc,t members of the 
House. I do not know if he is the father 
of the Home or Mr. Petrie, the hon. mem
ber for Toombul. 

The PRE:\l:IL\ : Arc you suggesting an ex
change? 

Mr. ThL\.CART""EY: I am not going to 
deal in anv L~trfer or exchange, and \VG 

hav<> no opportunity of 1:naking a •ucces~ful 
barter or d0al, i£ we w1sh to. I was JUst 
saving that Mr. Har dacre is one of the 
old<>st members of the House, and that we 
1night give the po:;;-ition to him. 

The PREMIER: I will consider any sugges
tion that you muke. 

GOYER:!'DIE:'i"T lllE}fBERS: Hear, hear! and 
laughter. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: It just shows the 
a.mount of sincerity that ordinarily lies be
hind the remarks of the hon. gentleman. Mr. 
Ha.rdacre is the oldest member of the House, 
and is naturally more' conversant with the 
procedure of the House because of the large 
number of vears he has been aS3ociated wit~1 
it. l\il·. Pc'trie, tlw hon. member for Toom
bul, is aleo an u].d member of the House 
and I think it would be in keeping with tlw 
recognition of the rights of Parliament if an 
< 1d mec11ber were selected for the respon
sible position of Speaker. Howe.-cr, we 
have to accept the position as it is, and we 
kno'v \vhnt iR c-oing to happen. I h~n~c 
en de"' voured to say all I had to. say 1_n 
moderate lam;uag-e, a,; I do not thmk thB 
is the tirn0 for party irritation. (Hear, 
hcu! and Gov<>rnment laug-hter.) I speak 
with the due se'lse of responsibility when I 
mak" tbot remork. I know there arc some 
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hon. gentlemen opposite who have no sense 
of responsibility at all; but I do not 
acsociate mvself with their views or their 
attitude on 'the mattar at all. I speak only 
for myself, and I hope the remarks which 
I have made will not be taken in bad part 
by the Speaker. 

Mr. BEBBlNGTON (Drayton): I have no 
intention of denying that Mr. McCormack 
possesses the necessary ability to . fill the 
chair but we know that at tnnes thmgs arc 
done' which should not have been done. 
There vHre times when, perhaps, JV1r. 
McCormack thought he was mo,.t impartial, 
but we kno\1 that he was not impartial. 
(Government 'dissent and laught_er.) There· 
ha vc been times also when h1s dec1s10ns 
should ha \'e been ot herwisc. For instance, 
tlw Speaker should not send notes to ~he 
members of the Go\ ernment, promptmg 
them to take advantage of the Opposition. 
(Government diseent.) It is not the be-t wa.v 
to conduct the businhs of the Hou_,e either 
to say that a matter has been sufficiently 
debated when it has not been discussed at 
all· vet that is what has happe21ed in this 
Ho~ts~. I hwe seen the Premier rise in his 
place, <md th~ Speak!.'r agree with the Pr_e
mier that the matter had been fully dis
cus ·ed, when he had absolutely no good 
right to do that at all. (Governmcc1t laugh
ter.) There have been occasions when the 
·decision of the Sneaker should have been 
otherwise. I hope, if Mr. McCormack is 
elected to the chair-as he will be-that he 
vcill mend his ways, (Hear, hear! and 
laughter.) PerhD!lR hP thought he was im
partial, ltut he did not weigh some thi':'gs 
&s he ought to have done. I do not thmk 
the opinion of th0 Premier should be taken 
bc•fore any priv·atr, m<>mber of this House on 
any qm-stion raised hm·e. I hope the Speak~r 
will consider the·-e matters. and that he w1ll 
0et with impartiality to both· sides of the 
Home in futnre. 

Mr. =vicCOR:\IACK (Cairns), speaking 
iro'm th<, back Government bench: I have 
to thank the vroposer and seco--der of '"';Y 
nomination ;or the Spcakership for thmr 
kind expresc-ions towarde m} ,elf, and I have 
also to thank Mr. Macartney 'or his admis
c,ion that I have "ome of the capabilities 
that are required for the high office which 
this House proposes to elect me to. I can 
onlv sav· that I will try to do as I havo 
dm{e in. the vast. I have alwavs trie:d to be 
impartial and I have tried to cons1der all 
members ~f the House irrespective of party. 

HoxouRABLE ME>!BERS: H<>ar, hear! 

:;\1r. J\IcCOR:r\1 \CK: I am not infallible. 
Ko man is infa11iblc, and, if I have shown 
anv semblance of partisanship, it has been 
quite unconsciom. (Hear, hear!) I have 
now to submit mvself to the pleasure of the 
House. · 

HoK01TRABLE l\1E}rBERS: Hear, hear! 
The SPEAKER-ELECT was escorted to the 

<'hair bv · tho Treasurer (Hon. E'. G. 
1'heodore). 

The SPEAKER, speaking from the dais. 
said: 1 ha Ye to thank hon. members for 
electing me to the position of Speaker, ar:d 
I shall e1,deavour to do-as I have done m 
the past-carry oe~t the ·dutir·, attached to it 
\Yith strict impartiality 

HmWURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear!_ 

The PREMIER (Hon. T. J. Ryan, Barcoo): 
Mr. Speaker,-In accordance with long 
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established custom, and in all personal sin
cerity, I desire to offer you my congratula
tions on attaining to the very high position 
which has been conferred upon you by this 
House. I am sure it must be a great satis
faction to you, after having held the position 
of Speaker of this House for three years, to 
have the confidence of the House expressed 
in you again. I think that is due to the 
manner in ;:hich you discharged y<mr duties 
while you occupied tho position of Speaker 
in the la:t Parliament: (Hear, hear!) There 
i3 no doubt that vou were a success as 
Spe:1ker. (Hear, hear!) You haYe shown 
nil the qualitio" that make a good Speaker. 
You have the capacit::, the courtesy, the 
patience, :tnd the i>Hparti "lity-(Oppo· ition 
di-,sont)-which, I am ·-ure, commcndcd itself 
not onlY to m0mbors of this House, but to 
the country gcnu·ally. 

HONOURABLE MIDIBERS : Hear, hear ! 

The PRK\1IER: You were placed in 
man;; ·difficult positions. Sometil!leS heat 
runs high in this House in discussing cer
tain matters; the debate therefore becomes 
acrimonious, and I an1 sure that, on many 
oc-casions, trouble was avoided by the tact
ful and firm manner in which vou handled 
the situabon. (Hear, hear !) I feel satisfied, 
Mr. Spe»ker, that you will continue to ·dis
play those qualities which have made you 
such a conspicuous succe•:s in the past, and 
I am sur-e you will discharge the duties 
appertaining to the high and responsible 
position you occupy with credit to yourself 
and also with honour to this House. I con
gratulate you. 

HONOURABLE JVIE~IBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. MACARTNE.Y (Toowong): Mr. 
Speaker,-In rising to say a word or two of 
congratulation, I do not propooe to prolong 
the debate or dissect the statements made by 
the Premier in offering his congratulations 
to you. But I do desire to congratulate you 
on your selection for the high and important 
position of Speaker, and I trust that the 
remarks that have been made appertaining 
to your appointment will be taken by you 
in good pi1rt, and that the result of the 
se ·>sion will be ~uch-that the result of the 
Parliament will b" such-that we will be 
able to say we really believe that \ve have 
received, by reason of your better experience, 
that trEatmem which ought to be given to 
<'very member of the House by an impartial 
Speaker. 

HoKOURABLE l.VIEliiBERS : Hear, hear ! 

SPECIAL ADJOUR'8MENT. 

The PREMIER : I de~, ire to inform the 
House that His Exccllcncv has intimated 
that hE' will receive the 'Speaker-elect at 
Government Hou~ .. , ;,t half-nast 10 o'clock to
morrow morning. I now hcg to move-That 
the House, at its risina:, do adjourn until to
morrow at 10 o'clock a. m. 

Question put a::d pase~ed. 

ADJOGRl\J\IEKT. 

'The PRE~.1IER: I beg to move-That this 
Hotbe do nov'" adjourn. 

Question put and passed. 

The House adjourned at six minute> to 1 
o'clock p.m. 

Governor's Opening Speech. 




