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2 Hlection of Speaker,

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY,

TUESDAY, 28 May, 1918,

MEETING OF PARLIAMENT.

The House met at 12 o’clock this day, pur-
suant to proclamation, and shortly after-
wards procceded to the Legislative Counecil
Chamber for the purpose of hesving the
Commission summoning Parliament read.

On its return,

The Crerk read a Commission authorising
the Ion. T. J. Ryan, the Hon. E. G.
Theodore, the Hon. J. M. Hunter, the Hon.
W. Lennon, the Hon. H. F. Hardacre, the
Hon., J. Huxham, the Hon. J. A. Fihelly,
the Hon. J. H. Coyne, and the Hon. W. N.
Gillies to administer the oath or affirmation
of allegiance to members elect.

The Crerx having read the list of mem-
bers elected, as endorsed on the writs which
had been returned, the members present
took the oath or affirmation of allegiance
and subscribed the roll.

The members absent were—The Hon. J.
G. Appel (4lbert), Mr. E. T. Bell (Fassifern),
Mr. E. M. Land (Balonne), Mr. J. C. Peter-
son (Vormanby), and Mr. W. J. Wellington
(Charters Towers).

ELECTION OF SPEAKER.

The TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Theodore.
Chillagoe): Mr. a’Court,—I rise for the pur-
pose of proposing that Mr. William McCor-
mack, the hon. member for Cairns, do take
the chair as Speaker. (Hear, hear!) Mr.
McCormack is no stranger to this position,
as he has occupied it for three years past
with considerable credit to himself and to
the Chamber.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!
The TREASURER : During the time that

Mr. McCormack occupied that high office
nothing occurred to lessen our oconfidence

[Hon. W. Hamalton.
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in him for the position. (Hear, hear!)
It is a position which requires hlgh quali-
fication on the part of the occupant—a
thorough knowledge of the Standing Orders,
and of the practice governing parliamentary
procedure. It requires also an intuitive
impartiality on all matters and towards all
members, which, I think, all will agree Mr.
McCormack possesses.  (Hear, hear!) It
requires also an equableness of temper, and
self-possession in order to guide the As semblv
in turbulent times. I maintain that Mr.
McCormack possesses all these attributes
in a remarkable degree. I think wc are
fortunate in having a member with his
abilities; in the posssssion of which I think
he is compambxe only with the greatest of
his predecessors. (Hear, hoar!) have
much pleasure, therefore, in proposing that
Mr, Wiiliam McCormack take the chair as
Speaker of this House.
GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. BERTRAM (Ifarce): I rise with
pleasure to second the nomination of Mr.
William McCormack so ably proposed by the
Treasurer. I had the pleasure of nominat-
ing Mr. " MoCormack for the important
posmon of Speaker three years ago, then an
untried member. T then said that, in my
opinion, Mr. McCormack had the capacity
to satisfactorily fill the chair. (Hear, hear!)
I predicted that, if elected, he would wield
the powers and authormes vested in him
in an impartial and a judicial manner, and
1 submit that my judgment was correct.
(Hear, hear!) Mr, Larcombe, who seconded
Iir. McCormack’s nomination, said that Iir.
McCormack had shown that he had sound
judgment and promptness of decision, and
had the characteristics which would make
for excellence in a Speaker.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. BERTRAM: 1 think that during the
three years that Xlr. McCormack has
occupied the position of Speaker he has
amply demonstrated the possession of those
qualities. (Hear, hear!) I should like to
zdd that during My McCormack’s occu-

pancy of the chair his ruling was never
once challengsd. That is something to his
credit. {Hear, heal Y I would also add

that his three vears' occupancy of the chair
has amplified his knowledge of the parlia-
mentary practice, has ripened his judgment.
and has otherwise made him better fitted
for this important position. I claim that
if the satisfactory fulfilment of the duties
of Speaker justifics one in expecting a
unanimous vote here to-day, there will be
only one nomination—that of Mr. McCor-
mack. I have much plcasure in seconding
the nomination of Mr. McCormack as
Speaker.
GoVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

kir. MACARTNEY (Toowong): I think
that Mr. MeCormack must fcel happy at the
manner in which his election to the Speaker-
ship has been propesed, because I do not
suppose that sny «fronger words could have
been used in respect of a Speaker than

have been used by the proposer and
seconder of this motion. The election of
Speaker is, perhaps, one of the most im-

portant functions which the Assembly has
to perform, and T think that the proposer
of the motion has rightly stated the qualifica-
tions which a Speaker ought to have. In
times gone by the appointment of Speaker
has been made on the proposition of a
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private meinber, recognising that the IHouse
itself had the right to appoint the Speaker,
irrespective of party.

The PreMIER : That has not always been so.

Mr. MACARTNEY : I think that that was
a very good vractice. I alluded to it three
years ago, when Mr. McCormack had been
first proposed, and 1 then expressed the
hope that the best man in the House would
be appointed to the position, irrespective of
the party to which he belonged.

GOVERNMENT ,quEMBuI\S. So he was.

Mr. MACARTNE The position of
Spealker is, as stated bV the proposer of the
motion, a very resporsible one. It involves
absolute impartinlity and fairness in the
conduct of debate. (Hear, hear!) Under
our existing Standing Orders it is more
important than ever it has been in the past
that the Speaker should be an impartial
man.

HoxoUuRABLE MEeMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. MACARTNEY : The Standing Orders
practically «deprive hon. members of this
House of ths opportunity of adequately
questioning the decision of the Speaker.

The TrEASURER: The Standing Orders did,
and you were on the Standing Orders Coin-
mlttee

Mr. MACARTNEY : In the days gone by,
if the Bpeaker gave a «decizion which
appeared to any hon. member to be wrong,
or out of order, he could move that the
ruling  be dlbé\.éleed with instanta. The
matter was then «iscussed, and very o ten
it has been the privilege of this iHouse—
even on the motion of a member of ths
Opposition—that is to say, the least
numerous party in the House—to reverse the
decision of the Speaker. That bids for fair-
ness and for imparsiality. Unfortunately,
under our Standing Orders, as they exist at
the present time, if the Speaksr, in a
moment of heat—or under any other cireum-
stances—gives an arbitrary decision, the only
way of quect;omnv it is on a sub equent
day to give notize of motion that the ruling
be dis ed to, and it so happens, in the
ordinary course of ‘rhmg~ that When im-
portant mutters ave before the Assembly a
lu’mrrm‘mwexer harsh or wrong it has been
in the opinion of hon. munbus—gm unques-
tioned. Henee, Mr. Bertram is able to say
that during the last Parliament the Speaker’s
devision was not questicne:dl. That just shows
how much importance is to be aitached to
that puhcaltu statement. I am prepared
to admit that Mr. McCormack has got
natural gifts which qualify him to ke a very
oxcellent Speaker.

GOVERNMENT MeMBERS: Hear, hear!

Xy, MACARTNFEY: He has got applica-
tion, and h2 has got an sbility which qualifies
h]m, and I must admit that there arce times
when Mr. 2IcCormack has uhcwn that
qualification, but, unfortunately, the Parlia-

ment of Quecnsland does not sit in this

Chamber (Govcrnmcnc laughter.)
OrrosiTioN A{EMBERS : Hear, hear!
GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: It sits in the

Upper Chamber.

Mr. MACARTNEY : Leaving our Upper
House cut of it. we are able to say that
there is a lower chamber that sits down
stairs and laws are passed there.

Mr. Kirwax: And you sat there last night.
{Government laughter.)
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Mr. MACARTNEY: Where the real
Upper House is is another question; pnlhaps
you might find it in Turbot street. We find,
from reading the columns of the Pu‘; that
the Parliament wvhich sits down bolow has
appointed Mr. MecCormack to be Spaaker
of this House.

The TReASURER:

No, only nominated him

Mr. MACARTNEY: At the same time,
this is just the one occasion during the
course of Parliament when we can read a
little moral lesson to the Speaker—when we
cann ask the Speaker o take into fuil con-
sideration the rights «f cach side of ine
Chainber, and I propose to o it withaut
irritation as far us 1 can possib’y do it.
(flear, hear!) There were many times dur-
ing the last Parliaments when members on
this side of the House felt very much
aggrieved at the decisions of the Speaker.
It 1s not to be wondered at, perhaps, that a
man new to the chair may make mlstalieo,
nd those mistakes may be overlooked, pub
e cannot get away from this fact, that Mr.
'm‘(_,ormack is a very strong palty man.
e is associated Wlt,. and has played a very
strong part with the party in power, and
we coul-d not get away from the idea that
the higher abiiity of the Speaker prompted
himn sometimes to make suggestious to our
friends on the other side during the conduct
of busisiess that we did not consider to be
altogether fair in a Speaker. (Government
dissent.)

The PRrEMIER:
such a statement.

Mr. MACARTNEY :
what oar fecilngs in the last Parliament
wers, and I think that, by as openly as
possible making clear our complaints, we
may hope for the correction of them during
the existing Pariiament. It is only due to
the House that the man who occupies the
position «f Speaker should be abuolutely
fair aud impertial to both sides of the
House. There are a large nuimnber of wera-
bers on one side of tht House, and a =
number on the other

GOVERNMENT M EMBERS :

Mr. MACARTNEY: And there is no
reason to suppose that the Covernment of
the country cannot carry out their proposals
without receiving any adventitious aid from
the Speaker. (Hear, hear!) There are
times, during the course of Parliament, when
the SpL ler hus to give a ]udlczal derision—
decide whether the question at issue has been
sufficiently debated or not—but I am sorry to
say “that during the Jast Parlisment thas
decision was given by the Spceaker, and other
officers of the House, on occasions when no
debate had taken pisce at all, and when
there was not even a somblance of a debate
to justiiy the Spcaker in giving a judicial
decision that ths matter had been sufficiently
debated.

OpPEOSITION MEMBERS : hear!

Mr. MACARTNEY : I say that that does
not indicate ths extreme impartiality which
the Speaker should show to all members of
the ITouse. I myself am free to confess that
I found fault with decisions of the Speaker,
and I would have liked to have had an
opportunity of questioning them at the time,
but the Standing Orders denied me that
opportunity. As 1 said bhefore, the im-
portancs of a question—or the comparative
unimportance of somcthing that happoned

Mr. Macartney.]

&,

There is no foundation for

I am only volcing

Hear, hear!

Hear,
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the previous night—prevented those decisions
being questioned. I have felt aggrieved at
the attitude of the Speaker on occasions in
calling certain hon. gentlemen on this side
of the House to order on the ground of
irrelevancy, when I think that, whatever
argument might have been used in supporg
of the Speaker’s decision, there was, at least,
a reasonable doubt as to the urelevfmcy of
the matter in question. The use of one
word would have connected it at once with
the subject-matter under debate. I think we
might have expected from the Spealker thag
chivalrous recognition of the smaller party
in the House that is necessary to show the
fairness of the Speaker. In days gone by
we have heard complaints that the Speaker
was too partizl to the Opposition. That
was when the Speaker alio was a repre-
sentative of the Government party of the
day. I think that was a good fault to
find in a Speaker, because it showed a
certain amount of chivalry, and it showed a
desire to certainly be on the right side. I
am not going to say much more about that.
Undoubtedly the hon. gentleman who is pro-
posed to-day for the position of Speaker has
got natural qualitics which fit him to conduct
the business of the House with impartiality.
‘When the hon. ﬂontleman is clected to-day,
T hope he will bear in mind that what I have
sald is not said in any unkind spirit, but it
is satd merely to correct those objections
which we decidedly felt on this eide of the
House during the last Parliament. The
pezition of poakor should be an absolutely
nnpartlal one, and I would like to see if
given to one of the oldest members of the
House, perhaps to cne who is miore con-
versant with parliamentary procedure than
most other members. I refer to Mr. Hard-
acre, the SQeueretars fer Public Instruction,
who is cne of the oldest members of the
House. I do not know if he is the father
of the House or Mr. Petrie, the hon. mem-
ber for Toombul.

The PRrREMIE:: Are you suggesting an ex-

change?
Mr. MACARTNEY: I am not going to

deal in any barter or exchange, and we
have no opportunity of making a successful
bmter or deal, if we wish to. I was just
saying that Mr. Hardacre is one of the
oldest members of the House, and that we
might give the pesition to him.

The PrEmIER: I will consider any sugges-
tion that you make.

GoveERNMENT MpwBERS: Hear, hear! and
laughter.
Mr. MACARTNEY : It just shows the

amount of sincerity that ordinarily lies be-
hind the remarks of the hon, gentleman. Mr.
Hardacre is the oldest member of the House,
and is naturally more” conversant with the
procedure of the House because of the large
number of vears he has been associated with
it. Mz, Petrie, the hon. member for Toom-
bul, is also an c¢ld member of the House
and I think it would be in keeping with the
recognition of the rights of Parliament if an
cld member were sclected for the respon-
sible position of Speaker. However, we
have to accept the position as it is, and we
know what iz going fo happen. I have
endeavoured to say all I had to say in
moderate language, as 1 do not think this
is the time for party Iirritation. (¥lear,
hear! and Governmeni laughter.) I speak
with the due sease of reﬂponsibﬂi{‘y when 1
mak~ that remark. T know there are some

[Mr. Macartney.
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hon. gentlemen opposite who have no sense
of responsibility at all; but I do not
associate myself with their views or bheir
attitude on the matter at all. I speak only
for myself, and I hopce the remarks which
I have made will nct be taken in bad part
by the Speaker,

Mr. BEBBINGTON (Drayton): I have no
intention of denying that Mr. McCormack
possesses the necessary ability to fill the
chair, but we know thal at times things are
done which should not have been done.
There were t$imes when, perhaps, Mr.
McCormack thought he was most impartial,
but we know that he was not impartial
(Government «dissent and laughter.) There
have been times also when his decisions
should have been otherwise. For instance,
the Speaker should not send notes to the
members of the QGovernment, prompting
them to take advantage of the Opposition.
(Government dissent.) It is not the best way
to conduct the business of the House either
to say that a matter has been sufficiently
debated when it has not been discussed at
all; yet that is what has happened in this
House. I Lave scen the Premier rise in his
place, and tha Speaker agree with the Pre-
mier that the matter had been fully dis-

custed, when he had absolutely no good
right to do that at all. (Government laugh-
ter.) There have been occasions when the

decision of the Speaker should have been
otherwise. I hope, if Mr. McCormack is
elected to the chair—as he will be—that he
will mend his ways. (Hear, hear! and
laughter.) Perhans he thought he was im-
partial, but he did not weigh some things
as he ought to have done. I do not think
the opinion of the Premier should be taken
before any private member of this House on
any question raised here. I hope the Speaker
will consider the:s matters, and that he will
szeb with impartiality to both' sides of the
House in future.

Mr. McCORMACK (Cairns), speaking
from the back CGovernment bench: I have
to thank the proposcr and seconder of my
nomination Jor the Speakership for their
kind expressions towards myzelf, and I have
also to thank Mr. Macartney for his admis-
sion that I have some of the capabilities
that are required for the high office which
this House proposes to elect me to. I can
only say that I will try to do as I have
done in the past. I have always tried to be
impartial, and I have tried to consider all
members of the House irrespective of party.

HoxouraBLe MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. McCORMACK: I am not infallible.
No man is infallible, and, if I have shown
any semblance of partisanship, it has been
quite unconscious. (Hear, hear!) I have
now to submit myself to the pleasure of the
House.

HoxovrasLe MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

The SPEAKER-ELECT was escorted to the
chair by -the Treasurer (Hon. E.
Theodore).

The SPEAKER, speaking from the dais,
said: T have to thank hon. members for
clecting me to the position of Speaker, and
I sha[l eiideavour to do-—as I have done in
the past—carry out the duties attached to it
with striet impartiality

HoxouraBLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

The PREMIER (Hon. T. J. Ryan, Barcoo):
Mr. Speaker,—In accordance with long
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established custom, and in all personal sin-
cerity, I desire to offer you my congratula-
tions on attaining to the very high position
which has been conferred upon you by this
House. I am sure it must be a great satis-
faction to you, after having held the position
of Speaker of this House for three years, to
have the confidence of the House expressed
in you again. I think that is due to the
manner in which you discharged your duties
while you occupied the posmon of Bpeaker
in the lavt Parliament. (Hear, hear!) There
i3 no doubt that ryou were a success as
Speaker. (Hear, hear!) You have shown
all the gualities that make a good Speaker.
You have the capacity, the courtesy, the
patience, and the in arthhty—(Onpo ition
i qcn’c)—whlch I am sure, commended itself
not only to members of this Flouse, but to
the ccuntry genceally.
HonourasLE MrpMBERS : Hear, hear!

The PREMIER: You were placed in
many difficult positions. Sometimes heat
runs high in this House in discussing cer-
tain matters; the debate therefore becomes
acrimonious, and I am sure that, on many
occasions, trouble was avoided by the tact-
ful and firm manner in which you handled
the situation. (Hear, hear!) I feel satisfied,
Mr. Speaker, that you will continue to dis-
play those qualities which have made you
such a conspicuous success in the past, and
I am sure you will discharge the duties
appertaining to the high and responsible
position you oceupy with credit to yourself
and also with honour to this Housc. I con-
gratulato you.

HoNoURABLE MEMBERS : Iear, hear!
Mr. MACARTNE& (Toowongy: Mr.

Speaker,~In rising to say a word or two of
congratulation, I do not propose to prolong
the debate or dissect the statements made by
the Premier m offering his congratulations
to you. But I do desire to congratulate you
on your selection for the high and important
position of Speaker, and I trust that the
remarks that have been made appertaining
to your a,ppomtmcnt will be taken by you
in good part, and that the result of the
session will be such—that the result of the
Parliament will bs such—that we will be
able to say we really believe that we have
received, by reason of your better experience,
that treatmenn which ought to be given to
every member of the House by an impartial
Speaker.

HoxourasLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

SPECIAL ADJOURNMENT.

The PREMIER: I desire to inform the
House that His Hxcellency has intimated
that he will receive the Sp&,aker elect at
Government House st half-past 10 o’clock to-

morrow morning. 1 now beg to move—That -

the House, at its rising, do adjourn until to-
morrow at 10 o’clock a.m.

Question put awnd passad.

ADJOURNMENT.

The PREMIER : I beg to move—That this
House do now adjourn.
Question put and passed.

The House adjourned at six minutes to 1
o’clock p.m.

Governor’s Opening Speech.
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