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3684 [COUNCIL.] Bill, No. 4 

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

THURSDAY, 6 DECEMBER, 1917. 

The PRESIDENT (Hon. W. Hamilton) took 
the chair at half-past 3 o'clock. 

PAPER. 

The fo!ImYing paper was laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed:-

Additional regulations under the Public 
Curator Act of 1915. 

APPROPRIATION BILL, No. 4. 

SECOllD READING. 

The SECHETAUY FOR MINES: The title 
of thi,, Hill is-

"A Bill to apply certain sums of money 
out of the consolidated revenue fund to 
the hen·ice of the years ending on the 
last days of ,June, 1918 and 1919, and 
certain further sums to the service of 
the year ended on the last clay of June, 
1917, and to appropriate the Supplies 
granted . in the present session of Par­
lian1ent." 

It will b2 seen that there is an Appropriation 
in the Bill on account of the financial year 
ending J uno, 1918. It is not altogether 
looked upon as an unusual thing to ask 
Parliament in the financial Appropriation 
Bill of a financial year for Appropriation 
for a short period on account of the next 
year. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: vVe want some 
justification for it, though. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: We can 
justify it. This is the justification. Hon. 
members know that Parliament will expire 
bY effluxion of time som'e time before the 
encl of the financial year, and it may be im­
possible for a new Parliarrcent to he consti­
tuted in time to pass a Supply Bill for meet­
ing the railway payments which fall clue in 
July. 

Hon. E. W. H. FOWLES : The Goverm1'lent 
can pay that-that is current expenditure. 

The SECRETARY FOR MI~ES: The 
elections take place in May, and the writ has 
to be roturned and a new Parliament to be 
constitut0cl. 

Hon. E. W. H: FowLES : It can meet on the 
last Tuesday in June. 

The SECRETARY FOR MI:.l'ES: Is the 
hon. gentleman going to quibble about a 
fortnight's Supply to the public servants? 

Hon. E. W. H. FowLES: Why ask for it? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Because 
it is necessarJ to a void any inconvenience 
that might occur. This i~ not an unusual 
thing. In New Zealand, there is a statutory 
authority which allows the Minister for 
Finance to make payments up to three 
months beyond the time provided for in the 
annual .. \ppropriation. That practice is also 
authorised to the extent of one month in 
N(w South Wales by the Audit Act; so that 
there is nothing unreasonable in the request 
made on this occasion for a vote of credit 
for one month of the vear 1918-19. The Sl'!Il 

asked for is to cover. one month's Supply, 
based on the amount provided on the current 
year's Estimates, which would mean that 

[Hon A. J. Joncs. 

Parliament should meet in the first week in 
August. 

Hon. E. W. H. FowLES: You want to 
spend the next Parliament's money, 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: That 
i., a mere quibble. The hon. gentleman 
knows that the public servants have to be 
paid and that any Parliament has to spend 
the money. The money will have to be 
spent in any case. 

Hon. E. W. H. FOWLES : That is current 
expenditure. The Governor can pay that. 

The SECRETARY FOR :MINES: We are 
onlv asking for one month's Supply in the 
following year. That is a reasonable thing, 
and it is not unprecedented. It is not that 
we arc. doing anything very unusual. 

Hon. F. T. BRE:XTXALL: It is very unusual. 

The SECRETARY FO'l MI'C'JES: The 
hon. gentleman must know when the elections 
will occur, or somewhere about the time; 
but it will be difficult for the new Parlia­
ment to meet earlier than the date I have 
suggested, and so that there m·ay not be any 
inconvenience caused to the public servants, 
the railwav men, those faithful servants of 
the Government-it rr:ay not be required­
this Appropriation for one month is asked 
for most rc.1sonably. 

Hon. H. Tl:RNER : Why not bring the 
election on a month earlier? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I 
rem,embcr when the hon. gentleman was in 
the A·sembly he was always one of those who 
were in favour of keeping the elections off 
as long as they possibly could. (Laughter.) 

Hon. W. J. RroRDAN : Was he a Labour 
man then? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Yes, 
and I was with him. Hon. gentlemen say. 
"\Vhy not bring the elections on earlier?" 
\Ve are not disc-ussing the matter of when the 
elections should take place. Parliament 
expires by effluxion of time in May next; I 
do not know the exact date. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: 22nd May. 
Hon C. F. NIELSON: We are not worrying 

about it, either. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I move 
-That the Bill be now read a second time. 
I feel sure that on the last day of the session 
we shall get on with business and that the 
Bill will be carried without any discussion 
beyond the ordinary discussion applied to an 
Appropriat-ion Bill. I beg to move-That the 
Bill be now rca·d a second ti'11f'. 

Holl'. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: I am very 
dicappointe-d with the explanation of the 
Minister: (Hear, hear!) He has practically 
given us no reason at all for the inclusion 
of Supply for the month of ,July next year 
ir. this Bill. 'There have been occasions before 
this when Supply had been asked for for 
an extra terrn-;'rhcn an cvC'n larger sum 
than this has been agreed to. I remember 
that, when the Hon. Mr. Ki·dston was Pre­
mier in 1908, he was going to England, ancl 
we kn0w that he could not be back until 
October or Kovemb>r, but we knew before 
he w<>nt awav that he was going to clo goocl 
work for us i-;, England. On that occasion we 
p~s,cd for the services of the year 1908-9 
Yotc-; for £850.000 from the consolidated 
revenue fund, JllOO.OOO frum trust ancl 
special funds, and £400,000 from ]{!an fund; 
or a total of £1,350,000-about four months 
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Supply. But, as I say, there was a justifi­
cation for that. We knew that Mr. Kid­
ston could not get back until about Novem­
ber, and it was not a bit of good calling 
Parliament together until we found what 
were the results of his mission to England. 

Hon. E. W. II. FowLES: Was that not 
during the life of that Parliament? 

HoN. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: Yes, it was 
about the second year of that Parliament. 
Certainly it was not in the last year of an 
expiring Parliament, as this is. We did 
something of the same kind in 1915. In 
Appropriation Act No. 4 for 1915-16, in 
addition to the Appropriati<n to 30th June, 
1917, we granted on accol!nt to the services 
of the year 1916-17, £325,000 from the con­
solidated revenue fund, £50,000 from trust 
and special funds, and £150,000 from the 
loan fund, or a total of £525,000. But there 
was some jmtification for that. Mr. Ryan, 
like Mr. Kidston in 1908, was going to Eng­
land. 

Hon. F. T. BRENTNALL: A Labour Govern­
ment again. 

HoN. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: \Ve gave 
him an extea month's Supply. But that was 
in the first year of the present Parliament 
and not in the expiring yenr. That is wher~ 
the difference comes in ns compared with 
this I:resent demand. We object strongly to 
grantmg Supply beyond the term of the 
financial year to a Government that is going 
out before the end of June next, and prob­
ably will not return. 

I-Ion. W. H. DE>IAINE: The wish is father 
t0 the thought. 

HoN. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: The wish 
is certainly father to the thought and the 
belief is tlwre too. (Hear, hear!)' Because 
I am confident that the extravagance of the 
Gove~·nme_nt, thei': acts of r"'pudiation, their 
entcrmg mto varwus forms of State enter­
prise without justification a.nci without Par­
lmmentary authority or Appropriations, have 
so opened the eyes of the pf ople of Queens­
land that at the next election thev will 
turn tlw present Government out of- office. 
There is not the slightest justification for 
this extra money being voc,,d on this occa­
.,ion. The J\linistcr stated that Parliament 
will not be able to meet a! tor the elections 
in time for the first railway pay in July, to 
he voted by the next Parli<1Inent. Now, this 
Parliament expires by the elfluxion of time 
about 22nd :Ylay next, and, if the Govern­
ment get their writs in shortly after that 
date, they can quite easily summon Parlia­
ment in time to get this first month's Supply. 
This is an unusual procedq~e, and one that 
should not be approved of unless proper 
justification can be given for it. So far 
the Minister has failed to give us any such 
justification. The Government are asking us 
in this Bill to pass not only the unforeseen 
expenditure that is included in the Estimates­
in-Chief, but they are also asking us to pass 
tremendous amounts included in the Sl!pple­
mcntary Estimates. From the trust and 
special funds we are asked t., pass no less 
than £2,051,849 on account of the services 
oi the year 1917-18. But, in a-ddition to that, 
we are asked to pass on account of the 
services of the year ended 30th June, 1917, 
further sums of £320,809 l;'i;;. from the con­
solidated revenue fund, £560,980 13s. from 
h ust and special funds, and £180,818 6s. 4d. 
from the loan fund. Included in the pay­
ments from trust and special funds for the 
current financial year are such items as 

£396,425 for State statiom, in addition to the 
amounts already passed, which amounted to 
£103,000, £220,000 for State insurance, 
£1,000,000 for central sugar-mills, £400,000 
for loans to local bodies. Then, from the 
loan fund, there is an item of £135,633 for 
State stations, making on that account about 
£530,000, in a-ddition to what has already 
been passed on the ordinary Estimates. 
'l'hoJe are tremendous amounts to ask us to 
ratify, and at least the Council should enter 
a serious protest against the extravagance of 
the Govemment if we pa~s the BilL We 
should intimate to the present and any 
future Go;·ernment that they are not doing 
a fair thing by the taxpayers in going in 
for such extravagant uxp0nditure. The 
Government seem to have PO i-dea of what 
liabilities we have to meet in the future. 
We have at the present time a public debt 
oi no less than £61,373,614. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : That IS a 
legacy from the Liberals. 

HoN. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: It has been 
largely increased by the present Govern­
ment. The other dav thev asked us to ap­
'prove of the issue ·of Treasury Bills for 
£230,000 to meet the deficit of last year. 
That amount has to be added to the 
£61,373,614 of indebtedness. 

Hon. E. W. H. l!'owLES: Then they have 
left off payments to the sinking fund. 

Hox. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: The~- seem 
to forget, quite apart from the present neces­
sity for economy, that during the next_ four 
or five years some very heavy loans will_ be 
falling due. In 1918 we have £50.000 fallmg 
due in 1922 £2,788,750, and in 1924 
£12:973,834. Are the Government making 
any preparations to meet those liabili.ties? 
The estimated revenue for the current fman­
cial voar is £8,252,629, and out of that 
rPvenuo the Tr<·asurer should have no diffi­
culty In rnaking end~ meet. He ('ertainl.v 
should not go in for an expenditure of 
£8,749.241, which means a deficit of 
£496.612. Anv sane GovPrnment f1t the pre­
sent time couid easilv ,make ends me0t out 
of a revenue of over' £8.200.000. 

The SEcRETARY FOR YIINEc, : I would sooner 
see the debt remain where it is than starve 
our public sen·ants. 

HoN. A. G. C. HA WTHOR::'\J: Apparently 
the Government would sooner see it increas­
ing, 'l.S it has been doing during the last 
two years. The astonishing fact about this 
Government is that they ca1ne in as a non­
borrowing Government. (HPar, hear!) One 
of the planks of their platform at the last 
election \Vas "non-borrn\ving." The~T lHtYO 
broken every plank in their platform. 

Hon. E. \V. H. FowLES: And borrowed 
some from the Liberals. 

HoN. A. G. C. HA \VTHORN: They havo 
suspended payments to the sinking fund. 
They have gone in for just as much borrow­
ing as any previous Government, and they 
have not attempted in any way to keep 
their expenditure within their revenue. The~­
are absolutely recklcs,, And now we aro 
asked on the ·last da v of tlH' last session of 
this Parliament to ratifv all the unforeseen 
expenditure of this Government, and to give 
them practically a free hand to go nn as 
they are doing at the present time b.v giving 
the,m Supply for one month in the next 
financial year. 'l'he suggestion is a prepos­
terous· one. Even if the Council does agree 

Hon . .A. G. C. Hawthorn.J 
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to . it, we should certainlv enter a meet 
seriOus protest against it ":hen we send the 
Bill Gack to the A"'emblv. 

Hon. IV. J. RIORDAN: .That won't hurt .. 

Ho:\. A. G. C. HA WTHOR::'\: I do not 
know that it will hurt, but it will show 
that the Council does not upprove of the 
{•xt.ra.\'a~anee of the Governn1ent. \Ye are 
iu the unfortunate pooition that we eannc.t 
amend the Bill in sueh a wav that it will 
be ac·ceptable to the Ass.•rnbl:··: To do thar 
h not really vlithin our po\\'Or, because the 
A,,,embly >.ould not ag-ree to it. \\To must 
either throw out this Bill, with all it- in­
ju~ticc, to the taxpayers, or "'>Ye 1nust acr:'ClH 
it without amendment. But I sav the least: 
we can do is to give cur re: .. sons. ~\Ve sl ould 
not send the Bill back with the usual mes­
sage, but sh0uld return it with a me .~ag-o 
setting out the ["rounds wlP: we objoc< 'to 
their OYpenclit·Ir{\ a.nd Phowing the r0asnns 
why tl1'lY are not to be +.rusted with tlw 
handling of se• much monc•,·. 

Hon. A. A. DAYEY: Is there >lilY reason 
why we should gr.mt it? · 

Hox. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: The only 
reason is that unle'S we do grant it the 
Government cannot carrv on. I would be 
in favour of postponing· the passage of the 
nw,sure and getting the Government to 
withdraw the objectionable clause providing 
for an additional one month's Supply. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR JYfrNES : You know vou 
cannot do that. • 

HoN. A. G. C. H.\IYTHORN: We are 
her'' to do our duty. Last night the Minister 
made the threat that he was going to get 
reinforcements. If the Government attC'mpt 
anything of that kind the people will very 
soon be on their heels. We have not raised 
much objection to the appointment of thir­
teen membHs to this House. 

An HONOURABLE MEMBER : Why should 
you? 

HoN. A. G. C. HA WTIIORN: When nine 
memlwrs were anpointed we were perfectlv 
satisfied, and I ~xpressed approval of those 
appointments, because I had been advocating 
for two years that the number of members 
should be brought up to its normal limit. 
Forty-five members was the greatest number 
we had ever had in the Council and when 
nine new members were appoint~ I did not 
object. But when four more came up the 
majority of members in this House were 
very much put out about the matter. We 
loolmd upon that. as an infringement by 
the Governor of hrs powers under the Con­
stitution Act. 

The PRESIDENT: Order ! The hon. 
member is bringing into the debate some­
thing entirely different from the queotion 
before the Hou·,e, which is that the Appro­
priation Bill be rertd a second time; not the 
appointment of new members. 

HoN. A. G. C. HA WTHORX: I submit 
th~t I an; perfect!:-;: ju?tified in discussing 
thrs questwn on tlns Brll. \Ve have here 
£1,500 for the Legislative Council-£1,000 
for the President and £500 for the Chairman 
of Committees-and I say I am entitled to 
discuss the appointment of new members to 
the Council, especially when those appoint­
menh are made for the purpose of swamping 
the Council. I do not want to fall foul of 
the President, but I shall go so far as to 
object to his rulini;', and move that it be 
disagreed with if he attempts to stop my 

[llon. A. G. C. Hawthorn. 

discu'>sins- this matter, and I am sure that 
in so domg I shall have the support of the 
majority of the House. 

Hon. G. PAGE-IIAXIFY: \Vho is threaten­
ing now? 

HoN. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: I am not 
threatening. I say distinctly that if at any 
time the Government attempt to swamp this 
House the people of Queensland will be up 
in arm'· against them. We have alrDady had 
a resolution pas''''d by an association dis· 
approving of the appointments that have 
bPcn ma.de, and that r,•solution has been 
forwarded to 1-Iis Ex~ellency the Go..-ernor. 

Hon. H. flEIWORD: \Vhat as.ociation is that? 

HoN. A. G. C. H.\ \VTHORN: The Re· 
turned Soldiers' Association. 

Hon. H. BEDFORD : 'What ·do they count for? 
Hon. A. A. DAvEY: Loafer' onlv count ' 

with you. · 
Ho:\. A. G. C. HA WTHORK: That reso­

lution cxjn·e .sed ycry largely the opinion of 
the law-abiding people of the State. 

Ho:\. R. BEDFORD: I rise to a point of 
order. Is the Hon. Mr. Davey in order in 
e.aying that loafers only count with us over 
here'? 

The PRESIDENT: I did not hear the 
expression, but if the hon. gentlE man made 
use of that expression he mll•t withdraw it. 

Hm;. A. A. DA VEY: I withdraw the 
stat<ement. and will not do as members on 
tlw othN side do-try to qualify it-as I 
am pcrf<•ctly willing that it should go into 
the Press and let the public form their own 
conPlusions. 

HoN. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: I say the 
opinion cxpro,,sed by the Returned Soldiers' 
Association was the opinion of the whole 
of the law-abiding membPrs of the com­
munity. The Government have no right to 
attempt to swamp the Council in view of 
the opinion expressed by the people wh<:>n in 
:V[a:c last they decided by a majority of 
60.000 votes that this House ehould be re-

, tainod as it was. No attempt should be made 
bv the GovernmPnt to interfere with the will 
of the people as Pxpressed last year on the 
referendum on the abolition of the Legis­
lative Council. If anything is done to put 
this Home out against the will of the people, 
then such action will react on those who 
ask for it and those who grant it. 

The SECRETAilY FOR ::'<liNES: You know very 
,t·ell you are wrong in saying that. 

HoN. A. G. C. HA WTHORK: I am not 
wrong in saying that. 

The SECRETARY FOR JY1INES: You have no 
right to question His Excellency's action in 
this House. 

HoN. A. G. C. HA \YTHORN: Will you 
Bhow me anything in " May" which says 
that I cannot do it? 

ThP SECRETARY FOR MINES : In any case it 
i-; indecent. 

HoN. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: That is a 
matt0r of taste. Simply because my remarks 
do not suit the hon. gentleman, he says my 
comment is indecent. 

The PRESIDENT : Order ! 
HoN. A. G. U. HAWTHORN: I do not 

think it is necessary for me to prolong the 
debate, as I have no doubt that other mem­
bers will have a good deal to say, but I con· 
tc'l1d that in view of the extraYagance of the 
present Government, in view of their attempt 
to repudiate contracts entered into with 
such persons as the Crown lessees, and in 
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view of the way they have o-encr,,.llv acted 
during the last" thre'e yea.rs,"' incurring un­
authorised expenditure to the extent of 
£1,000,000, it is not judicious, and it is not 
right, that we should assist the Government 
any further than would allow them to cany 
on in accordanc0 with their Estimates. As 
long as they do that I a_n quite prepared to 
support them, but directly they attempt to 
go beyond that and plcdgo another Parlia.­
m~nt, they are not doing 'what id the proper 
thn;g. I do n?t say they arf' not legally 
cnhtled to do 1t, seeing that the Governor 
sed do" n his warrant to the AHemblv for 
the an1ount. " 

Hon. \Y. J. RIORDAX: \Vhy not obey your 
master,? 

HoN. 1\. G. C. HAWTHORN: You obey 
your masters; you come to heel very quickly 
whPn yon "re call<'d to order by the Aus­
tralian \Vorkers' 'C nion. 

The PRESIDE~T: Order ! 

HoN. A. G. C. HA WTHORI'\: I do not 
propose to say much more. \Ve have shown 
the extrav11c-ancc of the Governmrent on 
many previo-us occa"ions. In this n1easure 
they ask us to allow the-n to continue that 
oxtravagance. not onlv for the term of three 
year' for which they 'have bren Plected, but 
also for part of the term of another Parlia­
ment. without giving any re~son for their 
proposal. The Minister should have given 
some reason whv the next Parliament will 
not m<'et. before ·J ulv. It will be quite easy 
to gr;t all the writs returm•d bdore the end 
of ::Yiuy and nwct Parlianwnt early in June. 

Hon. \V. J. RIORDA;o;-: You cannot dictate 
to the Governm0nt. 

HoN. A. G. C. HA WTI-IORN: I am not. 
trying to dictate to the Government. I am 
putting the <.'>a•e clearly before the Honse, 
and I "'ay that, in vie't\ of t·he C'Xttavaganco 
of the GovernmPnt. it is injudicious to allow 
them further play than we have given them. 
And if we decide to allow that <:xtrn month. 
then 'Ye ;,hould C'ertainly, when ,ending the 
message back to the Assemblv, add to it a. 

very strong protest against the 
[4 p.m.] action of the Government, giving 

full renso1Js and showing the 
people of Queenshnd. at anv rate, that, 
although we pn.<<ecl the Bill," we did not 
endorse the extravagance of the Gov!'rnment. 

HoN. R. BEDFORD: I trust that this idea 
of tagging a mess[! ge on to this Bill will not 
be persist!'<'] in. Evervhody recon-nises th<It 
this is grievance da~-. nnd th~t geneml 
~1sage per1nits mcnlbers tc' spr:ak on e.ny sub~ 
JCct morn or IPss r<'motelv connected w;th 
the maiter of •hP Bill. I ~presume that the 
Opposition-true to it3 incurable habit of 
being disapnointnd and in its trPmcndous 
ngon:v of mind at seeing- Labour in 110\Ver. 
and knowing tha\c L4!1bour is comin~ back 
again--(laurrhter)-is unable, even .;'n tl;is 
Bill, which it has rc.ally no power to alter, to 
get away frnm its other incurable habit of 
tinkering. Surely it should be Rufficicnt for 
it, if it really believes that Labour is going 
to be turned down at the next election. with 
the Liberal caucus alrendy torn bv the con­
flicting· claims of hal(a-dozen · would-be 
l0aders-surely it at least should get to the 
real work which it will huve to do if the 
tremendous miracle of the defeat of the Ryau 
Government happf'.ns next 1\!fay! Its work in 
that remote c~mtingeney will be assassinating 
five of the SIX would-be leaders, a.nd if it 

feels that it is overworked in that task I will 
cheerfully give it a hand. (Laughter.) 

Hon. A. A. DAVEY: Arc you a. kader over 
there? 

HoN. R. BE.DFORD: No, we have only 
one l~ader here, and I do not think anybody 
questwns the loy<tlty of all of us to him: 
but hon. members have many parties ovei· 
there-here one man with a followi1<g of him­
self, and never catching up to himself, and 
there another man ·-ith a following of one, 
and no politics a.b:o :;]utely uniting them in 
any way. 

Hon. A. A. DA vr:y : We are independent of 
party. 

HoN. R. BEDFORD: Yes, independent of 
the habit or capacity for thought. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: That is really 
a compliment. -

lioN. R BEDFORD: Yes, <tnd I did not 
mean it for the hon. member. To take one 
particub r case cf a public utility being held 
up or affected, I wish to refer to the item of 
salarir·s and contingencies in connection with 
the Printing Offke. Now, that includes an 
item called "Hansardt' representing the 
privileges, the rights, and the record of this 
Council. The attempt at wiping out No. 37 
of " Hansmxl" "·us in itself an infringement 
of the sovereign rights of this Statfe, and 
may also be an offenc.e against art, seeing 
that therebv it censored a. number of mv 
very interf'~ting interjections. (Laughter~) 
The reasons given fo!' this attempted censor­
ing of No. 37 of "Hansard "--
Ho~. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: I would 

like to ask if the hon. member is in order, 
seeing that this thing is at present sub judice 
and that there is a prosecution in rm;pect to 
it? 

Hon. R. BEDFORD: It is not sub judice yet. 
Hon. E. vV. H. FoWLES: We do not 

usually say here what we are afraid to say 
outsidP. 

Hon. R. BEDFORD: I will sav anything out-
side that I say here. · 

The PRESIDENT: "Mav," with re.ference 
to the point of order, on page 248, says--

"Certain matters cannot be debated, 
save upon a substantive motion which ca.n 
be dealt with by amendment or by the 
distinct vote of the House. Among these 
may be mentioned the conduct of the 
Sovereign, the heir to the throne, the 
Viceroy and Governor-General of India, 
the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. the Go­
vernors-Genera.! of the Dominions, the 
Speaker, the Chairman of Wa.y~ and 
Means, members of either House of Par­
liament, and judges of the superior 
courts of the United Kingdom, including 
persons holding the position of a judge, 
such as a judge in a court of bankruptcy 
and of a county court. These matters 
cannot, therefore, be questioned by way 
of amendment or upon a motion for 
adjournment under Standing Order No. 
10 (sec page 226). For the same reason. 
no charge of a personal character can be 
raised, · Fave upon a direct and substan­
tive motion to that effect." 

I take it that if the hon. member wants to 
discuss the actions of the member of 
another House of Parliament, such a.s the 
Prime Minister of the Commonwealth--

Ran. R. BEDFORD : Of a Government 
department-which is not included in that 
passage. 

Hon. A. G. C. Hawthorn.) 
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The PRESIDENT: I thought the hon. 
member was referring to the actions of the 
Prime Minister. That can only be done on 
a substantive motion. 

Hon. R. BEDFORD: I think I can keep 
within the four walls of it. 

The PRESIDE:.'\T : As long as the hon. 
member does, he will be all right. 

HoN. R. BEDFORD: The point of order 
surely cannot refer, and does not refer-I 
think the ruling is in my favour, anyhow­
to any objection taken by a member of 
this Council to a breach of one of its 
priYileges. And one of its priYilcges, one 
of its rights, is that the record of its pro­
cee-dings publi.·hed in " Hansari;l" shall not 
in any way be open to censorship. 

Hon. E. W. H. FoWLES: That is a ques­
tion before the courts now. 

HoN. R. BEDFORD : Quite so. I am not 
interfering with that at .all. Now, section 
37 of the Queensland Criminal Code says-

" Any person who in order by force 
or constraint to compel the Sovereign to 
change her me&tures or counsels or in 
order to put any force or constraint 
thereon or in order to intimidate or 
overawe any House of Parliament of 
any of Her Majesty's dominions is guilty 
of a crime which is called treason and 
is liable to the punishment of death." 

I do not ask for the death penalty, gentle­
men of the jury, in this case. (Laughter.) 

Hon. F. 'I'. BRENTNALL: You tried to kill 
us, but you did not. 

HoN. R. BEDFORD : I did not-may you 
live for a thousand years ! As I have said 
before, " I came to bury Caesar, not to praise 
him." I also said I was not going to do it 
off my own bat, and seeing that the people­
foolishly, I think-decided to give a ne,­
lease of life to this Council by referendum, 
that I would certainly wait until another 
referendum was held before we gave it its 
quietus. 

Hon. T. J. O'SHEA: Are ·you one of the 
Suicide Club of thirteen? 

HoN. R. BEDFORD : No, I am not 
pledged to suicide, except that as an elector 
I shall vote .. Y os " to the abolition of the 
Council. Section 39 of that same Criminal 
Code makes guilty also any person who forms 
an intention to do any of those things. 

Hon. E. \V. H. Fowr.Es: The Criminal 
Code also deals with misappropriation; 
this is an Appropriation Bill. 

HoN. R. BEDFORD: It also deals with 
the misappropriation of the privileges of 
this House. Section 44 of the Code says it is 
sedition-

" to excite disaffection against the 
Sovereign or the Government or Constitu­
tion of the U.K. or of Queensland, as by 
law established, or against either House 
of Parliament of the U.K. or of Queens­
land or against the administration of 
justice.'' 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: Who is the 
U.K.? 

HoN. R. BEDFORD: The United King­
dom. (Laughter.) 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: I thought it 
was the I.W.W. 

HoN. R. BEDFORD: You have the 
I.W.W. on the brain. Then, again, the 

[Hon. R. Bedford. 

Code, in a clause dealing with offences 
against the :R;xecutivo and legislative power, 
in section 54 provides-

" Any person who advisedly does any 
act calculated to interfere with the free 
excn·cise by a. member of the Executive 
Council of the duties or authority of his 
office as a member of the Executive 
Council or a9 a Minister of State is 
guilty of a misdemeanour and is liable 
to imprisonment for three years." 

Section 55 says-
" Any person who advisedly by force 

or fraud interferes or attempts to inter­
fere with the freP exercise o£ either 
House of Parliament of their authority, 
or with the free exQ_rcise by any member 
of either House of his duties or authority 
as such member or as member of a 
Committee of either House, or of v. 
joint committee of both Houses, is gt1ilty 
of a misdemeanour and is liable to im· 
prisonment for three years." 

And for auybody who wants a little more 
retirement, there is a provision that any 
person who attempts to influence a member 
0f Parliament in his vote, opinion, judg­
ment, or action is liable to a penalty not 
exceed.i!l.g seven years. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN : Oh, you are a 
wag! 

HoN. R. BEDFORD: Now, if this political 
censorship did not exist, this article of mine 
(holding up papers)-which is being turned 
into a very fine patchwork quilt-(laughter)­
could not have been censored. The Prime 
Minister of the Commonwealth is reported 
in the " Sydney Morning Herald " of Tues­
day, 4th December, as saying this-

"There is absolutely no political cen­
sorship in Australia to-day. Every elec­
tor is perfectly free to say or write what 
he pleases for or against the Government 
proposals." 

Hon. A. A. DAVEY: So long as it is true. 
HoN. R. BEDFORD : Who is saying that 

there is no truth in my article? You do not 
know anything about it, to start with. Mr. 
Hughes continues-

" This applies to platform, leaflet, or 
the Press.'' 

That is not true for a start. Fraser and 
J cnkinson, printers, (of Melbdurne, were 
!lned only two days ago fo~ not filling up the 
blanks caused by the deletiOns of the censor, 
and yet he says there is no such thing as 
political censorship. The statement that the 
platform, the Press, and the leaflet are free 
from censorship is untrue. Everybody knows 
that everv man who advocates anti-conscrip­
tion as I do is called a pro-German or a 
shirker, or a loafer, or a Sinn Feiner It is 
utterly impossible to be an Australian, repre­
sentino- the true Australian national senti­
ment ~s it appeals to us, without having some 
Imperial faddist saying we are disloyal. We 
are just as loyal as the people on the other 
side. 

Hon. E. W. H. FowLES: We are discussing 
the Appropriation Bill. 

HoN. R. BEDFORD: I am talking about 
the Appropriation Bill, which includes the 
printing of " Han~ard." If hon. gentlemen 
opposite object to wasteful expenditure they 
should certainly object to the amount spent 
on that publication having been wasted by 
the illegal action of an authority outside tht> 
State. 

Hon. F. T BRENTNALL interjected. 
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HoN. R. BEDFORD: I am certainly with 
the Hon. Mr. Brentnall in that wonderful 
a.nd beautiful jealousy which he shows fer 
the privileges of this Council. It is the 
privileges of this Council that I am here to 
guard until the next referendum. I came 
here for the purpose of guarding the hon. 
gentleman. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : Who put you 
here? 

HoN. R. BEDFORD: The King. Parlia­
ment has to be jealous of its privileges and 
authority, or surely the dignity of the law 
is gone. The whole Press of this State, and 
th~ whole force of public opinion, have been 
poisoned, and the people of this country 
have been insulted as assassins. Because of 
the fact that a discredited politician had a 
bad egg thrown at him at Warwick he imme­
diately considered that it was an assault on 
a dmni-g-od. 

Hon. G. S. CuRTIS : He is not a discredited 
politician. 

HoN. R. BEDFORD: I know he is by a 
big majority of the people of Australia. But 
for his attempt to stick to his present posi­
tion, you would never have heard of conscrip­
tion again. Strangely enough, just prier to 
the month of October, 1916, Mr. Hughes, who 
lives at Kew, in close proximity to the asy­
lum, was stated to have had his life at­
tempted. The matter was never ventliated 
until 28th October, although it was alleged to 
have taken place on 24th September. 

Hon. T. M. HALL: What has this to do 
with the Appropriation Bill? 

HoN. R. BEDFORD: A great deal. 
Hon. T. l\1. HALL: It did not appear in 

"'Hansard." 
HoN. R. BEDFORD: It appeared in the 

Victorian " Hansard "; and I am speaking 
as much for the " Hansards" of the other 
States as I am speaking for the Queensland 
'' Hansard." 

Hon. T. M. HALL: You have no right to do 
that. 

HoN. R. BEDFORD: I am doing it be­
cause I believe in doing good by stealth. 
The State had its printing account increased 
to a great extent by reason of the actions of 
a mysterious gentleman hinting at dark plate, 
and who told us that the last man and the 
last woman. would be sent out of Australia 
if we only knew the terrible thing impend­
ing over us. 

The PRESIDENT: I must call the hon. 
gentleman to order. The question before 
the House at the present time has nothing 
to do with anti-conscription or conscription. 
I would like to call the hon. gentleman's 
att·ention to "May," who says-

" Matters awaiting the adjudication of 
a court of law should not be brought for­
ward in debate. This rule was observed 
by Sir R. Peel and by Lord J. Russell, 
both by the wording of the Speech from 
the Throne and by their procedure in 
the House." 

If the hon. gontleman considers that the 
privileges of Parliament arc being infringed, 
there is a constitutional way of dealing with 
it, and that is by a substantive motion. 
I hope the hon. gentleman will confine hi.m­
'elf to the items in the Bill now before the 
Council. 

HoN. R. BEDFORD: When I alluded to 
'SJB ·warwick incident, I knew very well it 
was not under judgment, because the mayor 

had been closed; and when I alluded to the 
Kew incident I knew it was never under 
judgment at all, because thE! matter was 
never before the court. Havmg made my 
general protest against the fact that the 
records of this Council have been suppressed 
by somebody who cannot touch this Council, 
1 am perfectlv willing to let it go at that. 
This censorship has bron acting all on the 
side of the forces to which this Government 
arc opposed. 

The PRESIDENT: I must call the hen. 
gentleman to order. The censor,hip has 
nothing to do with the Appropriation Bill, 
and the hon. gentleman must confine him­
self to the question. 

Hon. F. T. BRENT:-i"ALL: As long a.s he 
treats us as gentlemen we will treat him as 
one. 

HoN. R. BEDFORD: You do not know 
how. 

Hon. F. T. BREXTNALL: You do not know 
how. 

HoN. R. BEDFORD: You do not. You 
insulted us the first day we ca,nw to the 
Council. The many leaders on the other 
side have objected to the unfore·een expendi­
ture by tho Government. Surely no man 
can say that the work which the Govern­
ment have done can in any way be attacked 
in regard to State insurance. butch~rs' shops, 
station purchases, and even the hotel at 
Babinda, which wiped out a score or so of 
sly-grog shops, and whic'h fact should be 
dear to the heart of every moralist on the 
other side; the moralists who do not drink 
lager until aftc>r 6 o'clock. Surely no at­
tack can be made on this Government in 
that regard. Ho11. gentlBmen on the other 
side are perfectly prepared that the State 
should take up any public utility which will 
not pay. It is a well-recognised thmg that 
the ra.il ways should not pay; that, gener­
ally, land should be given away to some 
patriot who will aft0nvards take the State 
down for wire nPtting; that the wire netting 
p:1triot should get his land for nothing, and 
then get, his railway built at the expense of 
people who do not have any land, and 
that the low fares and freights should cause 
deficits. It is recognised that the Govern­
ment should hold the telephone services, 
be~aH'·O they do not pay. It is recognised 
that the Government should send sixteen 
word. for a shilling over 10,000 miles of 
land line b··e<tuse it does not pay. Private 
enterprise does not want anything that do<s 
not pay, but when it comes to a utility 
which will pay, then it is absolutely wrong 
and immoral for the Government to have any 
conuection with it at all. It is wrong, fo> 
instance, that the Government should cut 
the price of .meat in half. It is wrong that 
the GoYernment, for the purpose of carrying 
out its policy of State butchers' shops, should 
ha vo gone in for the purchase of stations. 
Everybody knows that, largely, the reason 
whv pnblic utilities have failed in the past 
on "being taken over by the State is becaus" 
the State has only taken one profit, or a 
small lose,, and left the big profit, to the 
other malL These nro the patriots who 
squeal against every Bill to impose taxation 
which is brought into this House, and in 
the last two or three da vs have thrown out 
everv taxation proposal of the Government. 
Let ·us take the statements made in the 
other House when the war commenced 
as to the price which should b8 fixed for 
meat. It was stated then that, in the interests 

Hon. R. Bedford.J 
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of the war, and in the interests of the people• 
generally, the pastoralists would be content 
with a price of 25s. per lOO lb. Now that 
price has been almost doubled-it is 45s. per 
100 lb., or so.mething like that. 

Hon. T. M. HALL: \Vhat are the Govern­
ment doing to allow it? 

Hox. R. BEDFORD: They have beer, 
squealing at the Gov<Jrnment for fixing 
prices whore thr;y have been fixed, althoug-h 
at the beginning of the war they were pre­
pared to do a trc >lendous lot of patriotie 
squealing on paper. The people who are 
abusing this Government arc the people who 
i.mproperly take money for wire netting. 
They got the Govern,mont's wire netting, and 
the Government's money, too. It is 01s:. 
to put the fin~;er on the sore spot~ of 
patrioti~m of that sort. I hope that the 
House will not conoent to send a message 
to the other place tagged on to the A pprc­
priation Bill. It is right that this House 
should vrant the Government the extra 
month's Supplv which the-- ask for. for the 
reasons given by the Gov,,rJ.lment in "another 
place," and be· the rqnT·entative of the 
Government in this House. I strongly sup­
port the Appropric tion Bill a,, it is, rtnd I 
ask hon. members on the other side to with­
draw the mP;'cage which the'· wish to tack 
on to the ,\ppropriation Bill. 

Hox. G. S. CURTIS: I quite agree with 
what has been said by the Hon. Mr. Haw­
thorn in _reference io this Appropriation Bill. 
I _hope, 1f the House adopts the Bill, that it 
Will also attach the rider suggested by the 
Hon. Mr. Hrtwthorn in reference to the extra­
yagance o~ the _Government, mc:re especially 
m connectiOn w1th the unauthorised expendi­
turr:. I quite agree with what has been said 
by the Hon. Mr Hawthorn in reference to 
the appointrr:.·ent. of new members of this 
Council. In view of the verdict given by 
the people on the 5th May last, I affirm that 
the appomtment of thirteen socialist sup­
porter' of the Government, who have publicly 
avowed their int<>ntion t.o discredit and 
destroy the Council, as a flouting of the 
will of the people of Queensland. • It was 
an. u_nconstitutional thing to do and, in my 
op1mon, . was a gross abuse of the Royal 
prerogat1ve. It seems to me that His Exoel­
lency the Governor did not attach the signi­
ficance which should be attached to the vote 
<~iven b_y the peC!ple on the 5th May, when 

,J<·_v said th~y w1shed to preserve the Legis­
lative C'ounc1l. Yet we have hon. members 
appointed ~o the_ <;Jouncil who have publicly 
avowed then hoshhty to the Council and have 
~tat~d their desir'.' to discredit and destroy it 
lll du·ect antagomsm to the vote given by the 
people 0!1 the 5th May. Bearing in mind 
th~ verdiCt .of the people, and bearing in 
mmd that this is a moribund Parliament and 
also that tho Parliamentary Bills Refere~dum 
Act of 1908 affords a speedy means of deal­
ing with disputes between the two Chambers 
it made it unnecessary for any undue exercis~ 
of the Royal prerogative. I say that what 
was done was unconstitutional and uncalled 
for and was in opposition to the wishes of 
the people of the State as well as a gross 
abuse of the Royal prerogative. 

Hon. W. J. RIORDAN : That is a disloyal 
statcrr:ent. 

HoN. G. S. CURTIS : I do not think so. 
We arc all liable to make mistakes. Even 
J?vernors make mistakes, and I say that 
with all due respect to His Exoellency. 

[Hon. R. Bedford. 

The PRESIDENT: Order l I must call 
the attention of the hon. member to the 
passage from " JY1ay " which I read a few 
minutes ago. If the hon. gentleman wants 
to impugn the integrity or question the action 
of His Excellency, he can only do it by intro­
ducing a substadiye motion. 

Hox. G. S. CURTIS: I bow to your 
ruling. I have no desire to say anything 
further about the matter. l do not suppose 
that anything would have been said about the 
question at all if the Minister had not said 
that further reinforc~mcnts would be brought 
in to assist the Government in passing their 
m·p:.Hures. But, for that thrcat, I do not 
suppose anything would have been said about 
the matter. I quite approve of what has been 
said by the Hon. Mr. Hawthorn in regard 
to the Appropriation Bill, and if the House 
adopts it I hope they will also attaeh the 
rider sugg- sted by the hon. gentleman. 

,..Ho!". E .. W. H. FO\YLES: _The Appro­
priatwn B1ll before us Is the chrr:ax of the 
rcckle;,s career of the present Government. 
H is brought down by a Government which 
well deserv.c;; the condemnation of the electors 
of Queensland. The financial record of this 
Government is inglorious. 

Hon. F. McDONNELL: The best Govern­
ment you ever had. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: The ,vay they 
have dealt v.-ith the public funds of Queens­
land during the last three years, and the way 
they propose now to deal with the funds, not 
only those which belong to this Parliament, 
but those which belong to another Parlia­
nwnt, is a situation which calls for the most 
careful consideration of this Council. If we 
take a rapid survey of the actions of this 
Government fiPancially since it came into 
office, we will find out they have put up a 
record for illegal expenditure, that they have 
turned " surplus into a substantial deficit, 
that thev have so treated the public funds 
that they were unable, at one time, to give 
a full and frank statement as to the position 
of those funds to the public of Queensland. 
and their actions with regard to industrial 
entPrprises and with regard to other items 
of illegal expenditure, to which I will call 
attention in detail later on. are such as to 
produce a feeling of insecurity throughout 
the whole community. They are such as to 
put upon this Governm·ent a heavy cloud of 
suspicion. 'fhe Government have received an 
annual sum of over £1,000,000 rr:ore than any 
prf'vious Government, and they came into 
office with all debts paid and a surplus in 
the Treasury, yet they go out of office having 
spent a good way over £20.000,000 of money 
while they have been in office, after having 
committed this State to further large expen­
diture and having fastened upon the 
workers of Queensland a heavier interest Bill 
than has been fastened on them in any other 
State in the Comm.onwealth. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : They fastened 
higher wages, too. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: I might inter­
rupt my speech for a moment to ask the 
hon. gentleman what is the good of giving 
higher wages to the workers in the com­
munit;c· when by doing so they skied the 
price of living to a higher summit than any 
other State in the Oorr:monwealth. They 
have made the cost of living soar up so that 
the value of the wages received by the 
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,,·orkers in Queensland to-day is less than 
they received under any Liberal Administra­
tion in Queensland in the last ten years. 

Hon. W. J. RIORDAN: Do you say that the 
cost of living is higher in this State than 
any other State. 

HoN. E. \V. H. FOWLES: I read the 
figures from the "Standard" the other day, 
and if the hon. gentleman likes to contradict 
those ftguro he cm do eo. They are official 
figure~, and I ha vc no wish to contradict 
thon vr criticise then1 i_n any way. \Ye kno\Y 
that tlw Government have laid violent hands 
on th industries of the State, and that is 
one o£ the reasons "\vhy they arc bringing in 
such an Appropriation measure. They laid 
violent hands on the ~ugar industry, and 
also on tho pastoral industry. I rapidly pass 
oYer th~··<' diffcrl'nt item·., because instances 
and examples will occur to most hon. gentle· 
men, and will not be forgotten by the elec­
tors of Queensland. They laid violent hancls 
on the pastoral industry; in fact, their desire 
in that di rec+ion w2.s, as they said, to make the 
pastoralist·- squ<>al. They laid violent hands 
on the farming industry by putting a huge 
i1.cuhus on to it in the •hape o£ increased 
freight-', and thr\' threw all sort' of obstacles 
in the wav of the farmers. The7 introduced 
a coupl0, of sop Bills just at, the end of 
Parliament fer the bc-n,·fit of the farmers. 
They also encloavourecl by means of the 
Stamp Act and other vexatious Acts to throw 
tho trading comn1unity into chaos. For­
tunately, the b~ading cornn1ercial comrnunity 
oi Queensland had their <'yes opened by 
these !act girpntic taxation propo;als, by 

which trade would be practically 
[4.30 p. m.] throttled, and the commercial 

community would be r.aidcd-and 
all what for? In order to find enough 
taxation to make up for the fiUJmcial orgies 
of the present Government. They have even 
gone so far as to flout Parliament itself in 
their endeavour to govern this country by 
regulation onl:v, in tbf'ir endeavour, as they 
do in thi.s Appropriation Bill, to get more 
money from the State than belongs to them 
as a Parliament. :'\!ever in the last fifty 
years of Queensland's history am I able to 
find any example in which a dying Parlia­
ment has laid violent hands upon the money 
that belongs to its successors. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR MINES: It is quite 
usual; ·we have proved that. 

HoN. E. \Y. H. FOWLES: Can the hon. 
gentleman find one instance in which that 
has been done? 

Hon. W. J. RroRDA"<: You will get it be­
fore you have finished. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: l.f ther? _has 
ever been a single instance it rs a vrmous 
precedent, and this I-I ouse will do honour to 
itself in refusing to follow such a viciom 
precedent rather than in seeking to get 
expenditure for a term which is beyond the 
life of the present Parliament. If we want 
to have a month's expcncliture of the next 
Parliament. why. not take two, three, or 
four months? 

The SECRETARY FOR Th-1ems : Because we 
only want one month. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: Why not take 
the whole year, and clip into the purse of 
our successors and take as much money as 

we like? It is a vicious principle, and 
contrary to all constitutional precedent. 

Hon. \V. H. Dnunm: \Ve gave you tw•:> 
instances. 

HoN. E'. \V. H. FOWLES: Those are in 
the life of a Parliament-midway in the 
three years. 1'he Government have not only 
flouted Parliament itself in endeavouring to 
rule this country by a coterie without con­
sulting Parliament, but they have really 
raided the public purse. 

Hon. '\V. J. RIORDAX: In what way? 

HoN. ];. W. H. FOWJ,ES: First of all by 
iilegal ox;Jcnditure, in which they have been 
severely condemned by the Full Co1_1rt. _If 
the hon. gentleman is not au fmt w1th 
current events, I am not here, at any rate, 
t·1 give him hrains to enable him to under­
ftand current events. 

The PRESIDE'Z'JT: Order! 

HoN. I<J. \Y. H. FO\VL:E.S: Mr. ,Justice 
Lukin, in yory SPYere terms, condemned the 
illegal e"pendituro of £100,000 by the pre­
sent Government, and th<' country will not 
forget it. This is supposed to be a Govcrn­
Inc:nt thut :;,tarid.; for the Cro,vn. 'rho Crown 
i2 supposed to bo the ,-oul of integrity and 
to put information upon the table which 
will not be mislcMling or fabricated. The 
Crown is supposed to be the soul of honour 
in all thing with regard to public adminis· 
tration. and here we have had papers put 
upon the table, and upon the table of 
another House, that ha vc been absolutely 
frdse. I will not eav thev have been inten­
tionallv fabricated, bnt th'ov have been abso­
lutely 'false. and I shall ;ead one of those 
papers later on. 

lion. \V. J. RIORDAX: Read the 
"Courier." 

Hox. E. W. II. FO\VLES: No, I will read 
from the ''Standard," if you like. 

The PRESIDENT: (h,c!er! 

HoN. E'. \V. H. FOWLJ•~S: I will read 
from the " Daily Standard" of 6th Decem­
ber, with regard to the laying o: documents 
on the table which are absolutely false, 
The " Daily Standard" report of that date 
states-

" The Treaeurcr (1i-1r. Theodore), for 
the Attorney-General, in reply to ;yr,_ 
\Vinstanlcy (Labour, Qucenton), stated 
in the Legislative Assembly yesterday 
that it was a fact that he had received 
a communication from tho Chief J usticc 
of the Supreme Court in re,;;ard to the 
number of decisions affirmed and 
reversed or, appeal from the Supreme 
Court to the High Court, a copy of 
which he laid upon the table." 

It seems to be the object of crertain gentle· 
men in the community to throw august tri­
bunals into di '·repute. 

Hon. '\V. J. RroRDAN: 'What is wrong with 
that? 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: As if we can 
help ourselves by burning ou:- own house 
do'Yn; as if every sensihle citizen does not 
know that if he touches certain institu­
tion~ 

The SECRET\RY FOR MINES: Your memory 
must be very short. What did you say about 
Mr. Justice :vlcCawley? 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: I have not yet 
re'ld the procceding.s which took place in 

Hon. E. W. H Fowles.J 
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reference to that matter before the Full 
Court this morning. The report proceeds-

" I have the honour to call your atten­
tion to the answer given in the Legisla­
tive AssGmbly on the 20th instant, by 
your colleague the Assistant Minister for 
Justice, to the following questions put by 
Mr. Foley, M.L.A. :-

"Mr. Foley, pursuant to notice, asked 
the Assistant Minister for Justice-

(1) How many Supreme Cc.urt deci­
sions have been appealed against since 
tho establishment of the High Court in 
A uctralia? 

(2) Also give the names of the judges 
and the number of judgments appealed 
against with (a) the numb~r affirmed; 
and (b) the number reversed? 
" Ans,vers-

(1) S.:wenty-nine appeals from deci­
sions of the Supreme Court." 

Then the particulars are set out in tabulated 
form-

(2) 

Judge. 

Sir Pope A. Cooper, 
Chief Justice ... 

Mr. Justice Real, 
Senior Puisne 
Judge .. 

Mr. Justice Chubb, 
Puis1w Judge ... 

Mr. J usticc Shand, 
Puisne Judge ... 

Xumber of 
Jndl{~uenls 

~itlirmeo by 
H1g!1 t.Jourt. 

21 

17 

20 

And Northern Judge 
(appointed 3rd 
November, 1908) 

Mr. Justice Lukin, 
Puisne Judge 
(appointed 12th 

14 

X umber 
lteversed. 

43 

31 

29 

8 

July, 1910) 12 13 
In the case of Purcell v. Bacon, the 
High Court judgment ;ns overruled by 
tho Pnvy Council, who affirmed the 
judgments of Cooper, C.J., Shand, and 
Lukin, JJ. In the above figures the 
judgments of these judges have been 
rell'arded as having been upheld by the 
H1gh Court. 
"I append a certificate of the Registrar 

of the Court. compiled by my direction, 
of the correct answers to the aforesaid 
questions, assuming that you wish it to 
be understood that your CDI!eague re­
garded those questions and answers as a 
matter of public importance. I draw 
your .attention to the remarkable dis­
crepancies between your colle:tgue's 
answers and the facts. I desire that you 
will be good enough to give as much 
publicity to theso official figures as was 
given by your colleague's in his reply to 
:Mr. Foley's question·.', <Lnd I invite you 
to offer such explanation :.·s you may 
think fit to make of these irreconcilable 
statements. 

"Awaiting ;rour reply, I have the 
honour to be, sir, 

"Your most obedient servant, 
"(Sgd.) POPE A. COOPER." 

" Here followed the certificate of Mr. 
C. S. Norri~, Registrar of the Supreme 
Court, certifying to the correctness of 
the figures supplied. 

"The number of Supreme Court deci­
sions appealed against since the estab-

[Hon. E. W. H. Fowles. 

lishm0nt of the High Court of Australia, 
including those in which leave to appeal 
has been asked. The particulars were--
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" The Registrar stated that in the case, 
Attorney-General and Isles v. the Council 
of the City of Btisbane, the Chief Justice 
was overruled by the High Court, but his 
judgment was in part affirmed and in 
part varied on appeal to the Privy 
Council. In the figures quoted his judg­
mc:nt w<ts regarded as being varied by 
the High Court. In Bacon v. Purcell, the 
Privy Council affirmed the judgments of 
the Chief Justice. Mr. Justice Shand, 
and Mr. ,Justice Lukin. In the above 
figures it had been regard<Xl as having 
been npheld in the High Court." 

Then follows the report of the debate in 
another place, which I will not quote. I 
state this: that that question was asked 
with regard to certain facts which must have 
been in the possession of the Assistant 
Minister for Justice, and a reply was given 
in Parliament which was directly against 
the facts. 

Hon. W. J. RIORDAN : How do you know? 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: Perhaps. the 
hon. gentleman was asleep when I read it. 

Hon. W. J. RIORDAN : There is no proof 
that that is a fact. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: An application 
was made to the Registrar of the Supreme 
Court, who has all the facts and details in 
front of him, and the evidence of the Chief 
Justice with regard to the matter, and the 
remit showed that the statements given in 
the Assembly were absolutely irreconcilable 
with facts. I do not know why they were 
given. The Assistant Minister for Justice 
makes the following statement afterwards:-

"Mr. Fihelly said it would be foolish 
and the heil;l'ht of stupidity for any officer 
of the J ustwe Department to put in his 
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hands a garbled return. Officers of the 
Justice Department and of the Supreme 
Court were at present consulting on the 
matter. It would not be difficult to 
ascertain the position." 

Is this the attempt to ascertain the position? 
The answer has been given to the country 
a< a fact. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : The answer 
will be the fact, too. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: The head of 
the department says-

" It would not be difficult to ascertain 
the position." 

He has now to make inquiries regarding 
what was given by him as the fact. Is not 
that on a par with the return of counsels' 
fees that has been hid on the table of the 
House, and which is the laughing-stock of 
the leo;al profession? Is it not on a par 
with the answers that have been given to 
que',tions put by hon. members in this Coun­
cil, and which have been proved to be 
absolutely incorrect? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Not one incor· 
rect answer has been given in this Council. 

Hon. T. ,J. O'SHEA: Yes, there was. 
'l'he SECRETARY FOR MINES : Which one? 
Hon. T. J. O'SHEA: Ask the President. 
Hon. F. 'l'. BRENTNALT": Untrue answers 

have been given to questions put by me; 
and they have been proved to be untrue in 
this House; and they came from the same 
department-the Department of Justice. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: The answers I 
refer to were given before the hon. gentleman 
came here. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : Some of them 
may have been a little evasive. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES : H is not a 
question of evasiveness. They were abso­
lutely untrue, and their untruth was proved 
up to the hilt. In the same way, the return 
of counsels' fees which was tabled by the 
Department of ,Justice was absolutely mis­
leading to anyone who is not a lawyer. 

Hon. W. J. RIORDAN: What fees were 
those? 

Ho~ E. W. H. FOWLES: It is rather too 
small a matter to waste time over. 

Hon. W. J. RIORDAN: Why mention it if 
it is so small? 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: I just pass it 
bv with that slight reference ; I do not wish 
t,) spend half an hour over it. I know that 
Sir Samuel Griffith received handsome fees, 
and earned them, when he was Attorney­
General. So did Sir Arthur Rutledge, a.nd 
so did the Hon. T. O'Sullivan; and I do 
not see any reason why the present Attorney­
General should be ashamed to say how much 
he has received in fees. 

Hon. \V. J. RIORDAN: Do you remember 
any judge getting two guineas a day for ice 
and thrPatcning not to sit on the bench if 
he was not paid ? 

Hon. A. A. DAVF:Y: What was the price of 
ice in that part of the country? 

HoN. E. \V. H. FOWLES: Doubtless he 
was worth it. \Ve could al<o give instances 
of an hon. gentleman receiving fifty guineas 
for each of six trifling cases, one of which was 
a tf'·,t case and the others went bv default. 

Hon. H. C. JONES: Tha.t is not a fact. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: We have quite 
enough information on that point to satisfy 
the hon. gentleman. In connection with this 
matter of illegal expenditure, I desire to 
refer to the admirable report of the Select 
Committee which was appointed by the 
Council to inquire into unauthorised expen­
diture bv the present Government in con­
nection with industrial enterprises, and which 
was prc•sented to the Council by the chair­
man the Hon. Mr. Leahy. That report will 
go ~ long way towards showing the people 
of Queensland the reason why they are 
threatened with oppressive taxation, and why 
the Government arc asking for more money 
than they should ask for. It is all done in 
order to spenrl it upon l'eckless enterpri~es 
in the future without the consent of Parlia­
ment. I shall read the report of the Select 
Committee, because 'it puts the position 
briefly and in better language than can be 
chosen on the spur of the moment. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : \Vhere is the 
Hon. :Mr. Leahy·? 

Hon. T. M. HALL: He is ill. 
Hox. E. W. H. FOWLES: I may be 

allowed to explain that the Hon. Mr. Leahy 
is unfortunately ill to-day ; he has a tem­
perature, and i am sure every hon. member 
regrets that in these last and stormy days 
of the session-which will end, I have no 
doubt, with expressions of good will all 
round for all that~we should lose the benefit 
d the'hon. gPntleman's helpful and illuminat­
illg di.,<>nssion. (Hear, hear!) 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : I am very 
sorrv. I did not know he was ill. 
H~N. E. w. II. FCnVLES: I am sorry 

that he should be the first to fall a victim to 
the designs of the Government. (Laughter.) 
I am sure we all hope that, if we sit to­
morrow, the Hon. }1r. Leahy w!ll be present 
with us. (Hear, hear !) In his absence, I 
desire to refer to the report, and I do so 
because it is a most interesting document, 
and one which will open the eyes of t~e 
people of Queensland to the fact that this 
Government have been playing ducks and 
drake~ with the public finances of the State. 
We were all prepared, .~hen the Gove;·nment 
came into office, to giVe them a fmr run. 
Thev came in heralded by the sound of 
trumpets. They were going to bring in ~he 
millennium by return post; they were go;ng 
to make everyone happy; no one was gomg 
to do too much work. 

Hon. H. C. JONES: They have done. good 
work. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: I think I have 
done more work in a week than the hon. 
gentleman has done in a year, and I hope 
thrtt I shall always continue to work. I 
would be in hospital in a week if I started 
loafing. This report will open the eyes of 
Queensland to the way in which the public 
finances ha,·e been dealt with by the present 
Government. I was just saying- that they 
came into office heralded bv a brass band. 
and even·one was ready to shout " Hurrah" 
~t that timP. but they will go su.t ~; offic,~ 
to the tune of "The Dead March m San!, 
"unwept, unhonoured, and unsung." Before 
I proc00d to read the rep01:t ?f the Sele;t 
Committet'. I may say that It. IS cou<'hed I_TI 
language of studied moderatiOn. There lS 

no cxa[\'geration from end to end-no hyper­
bole of a.nv kind. Much more could have 
been said, 'but we felt that it was wiser to 
leave it unsaid. 

Hon. W. J. RroRDAN: You would be 
ashamed to say it. 

Hon. E. W. H. Fowles.l 
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Ho~. E. W. H. FOWLES: We would. 
Hon. ,V. J. RIORDAN: You were ashamed 

of yourselves. 

HoN. E. W. H. FO\VLES: We would be 
ashamed to say it. If we had said all we 
might have said in the report, the electors 
would not wait until the 5th May, or any 
May, to have another election. 

Hon. \V. H. DEMAINE: You would have a 
revolution. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: Exactly, and 
we do not know how near we are to the 
brink of a volcano, \V e had a peaceful 
revolution on 5th May last, and there might 
be a revolution of another kind later on. 

The PRESIDENT : Order ! 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: I will now 
proceed to read the report-

" REPORT. 
"The Select Committee appointed on 

19th September, 1917, t.o consider and 
report on the practice of the Government 
!n spen~i!'g large sums of public money 
'': acqmrmg f;·eehold ''nd other proper­
!Ios ~nd ?arr:png on Yarious enterprisEs 
~n .v.l<llatwn of l.aw, and subsequently 
mvlimg the sanctwn of this Council to 
~uch .un~uthorised m~pc;nditur.e by includ· 
mg >t m Appropnat10•1 Bills, beg to 
report a" follow,, :-

"That the committee have examined 
the witnc-•ps named in the margin, and 
ha,-c carefully considered their evidence. 

"At the first meeting the Crown 
Solicitor a,•ked permissi,)n to watch the 
proceedings on behalf of the Crown 
which was granted. ' 

"At the second meetmg the Under 
Secretary for Lands, who was re-ex­
amined, refused to produce documents 
in regard to completed State purchases 
of stations, and said that he could not 
d0 so without the consent of the Minister. 

"The Premier appoued as Attorney· 
General on behalf of the Minister for 
Lands, and lodged a number of objec­
tions against the committee continuing 
their investigations. A few davs later 
in thf' Legislative Council, the ·Ministc; 
for Mines, on behalf of the Government 
mov<lci a motion to discharge the orde; 
appointing the Select Committee. The 
motion was lo<t, and the committee con­
tinued to sit from time to time. The 
da v after the motion was lost the com­
mittee again sat. The l'Yemier and the 
Crown Solicitor were pwsent, and the 
chairman made a brief statement in 
repl;v to the Premier's c,bjections, and 
pointed out that the committee con­
sidered that his obj ectH '"lS had no war­
rant either in law or fact. It was in­
tendf'd to give a fuller reply later, but 
on considering the matter the committee 
·decided that the obj<'ctions raised by 
the Attorney-General necd"d no further 
reply. 

"The Under Secretary of the Treasury 
and Mr. Ross. who is in charge of the 
State butchers' shops, were also asked 
for papers, and poini•2d out that they 
could not produce tlwm without the 
authority of their res;)octive Ministers. 
The ordinary course for the committee 
to adopt would be to report the matter 
to the Council to deal with these wit­
nesses according to the Constitution Act. 

[Hon. E. W. H. Powles. 

" There was considerable doubt as to 
whether they or their ::\finisters were 
the custodians of the papers, and the 
committee did not think it w'" quite 
fair to deal with these dficials under the 
powers given by the Constitution in such 
caoos. \Vhen the committee was formed, 
the chairman, speaking in the Council, 
mentioned that the committee invited 
evidence from any person who had any 
knowledge of the matters which the 
committee was appoint"d to investigate. 
The Government did not in any way 
Lcilitatc the work of the committee. 
Indeed, it would not be saying too much 
to state that the Gov'lrnmcnt appeared 
to be hostile to it. A !<'Iter was written 
tD the Minister for Lands asking whether 
he wished to give evidence, and stating 
that a dav to suit his convenience would 
be appointed, and a >eply was received 
from him stating that }, ' had not at any 
time expre&5ed a wish tr give evidence, 
and nointing out th.:tt there was a 
recognised way of approaching him on 
this matter. Presumably he referre·d to 
the right of the Council to send a mt<s­
sage to the Assembly requc··~ing t~at the 
:Minister be authoriwd b give ev1dence. 
From the hostility shown by the Govern­
ment, the Select Committee was of 
opinion that to do this would be a waste 
of time and might cause friction between 
the tw~ branches of the Legislature. 

" All the officials of the Government 
who were examined were sent for by tJ:e 
committee and neither in procuring Wit­
nesses no;. in any other way did the 
Gm·ernment give the committee the 
slightest help. 

" The Auditor-GenercJ, in giving evid­
ence, referred us to lJ.is report on Sta~e 
enterprise·,, and we have take"; this 
ronort in conjunction with the evidence 
gi\·en by the Auditor-General. 

" STATE STATIONS. 

"The manager of the State stations 
has had long experi•·nce of sheep, but 
has not had so much experience of cat~le, 
and has had no experren'.~e of purchasn;g 
and taking delivery of st·o.tions. He ~Id 
not in all instances inspect the p~operties 
himself, and, in at le:t3t one :nstance, 
a,dopted the report of ono of his subor­
dinates. 

"All the stations were bought on 'book 
muster,' which, according to the evidenc;e, 
is likely to be below the numbers dis­
closed by the actual muster at a later 
stage. The figures in connection with 
the actual muster at Mount Hutton were 
verv much below the number of the 
boo'k muster, and th!'mgh it is . claimed 
that, taking the stat10n properties as a 
whole. the numbers of the actual m~ster 
exceeded the book muster, the committe.e 
was unable to obtain documentary evi­
dence to that effect. 

" The evidence of Mr. Anning is of 
particular value. He stated that the 
Government gave too large a sum for 
Wan do V ale, and thus artificially raised 
the price of the stations subsequently 
purchased. His evidence with regard to 
the character of the country and the 
herd (which he described as the worst in 
the district) has not been disputed, and 
there is no doubt that, taking the facts 
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as known at the time of the purchase, it 
was a transaction which cannot be 
justified. 

" The State stations pay neither local 
authority nor any other rates. This is 
very unfair to the local aut·horities whose 
roads they use. The time devoted to the 
inspection of the stations and stock prior 
to purchasing was in most cases insuffi­
cient, and, taking these purchases on the 
whole, the committee is strongly of 
opinion that no prudent company, firm, 
or individual with experience of station 
properties would have made these pur­
cha es with the limited information at the 
disposal of the Government. Stock was 
sold from several of the stations, but only 
a small number (about 800) was for 
Irr·perial purposes, and the great bulk of 
these cattle were sold to residents of 
:'{ew South Wales, who, as far as the 
com·mittec could ascertain, removed the 
cattle to that State. 

"There is evidence that, taking into 
consideration the drought and other 
factors, the running of stations is more 
or less a risky enterprise, and, quite 
apart from the legal objection, it was not 
wise for the Govcrmrient to undertake 
this chss of businesc. Cattle have in­
creased in value since the Government 
purcha•.ed the stations, and probably the 
properties are at the present time worth 
the amount paid for them or a little 
more, but it is not likely that the price 
of cattle will continue at quite the same 
figure after the war, and it is too soon 
at present to state whether ultimately the 
vpntures will result in profit or loss. 

"ST.\TE SAW~rn.r.s AND JmKERY Vi'oRKS. 

"The mills have been run at a con­
siderable loss, as disclosed by the Auditor­
General's report and the evidence of the 
accountant of the State sawmills, and 
there does not seem' to be any likelihood 
of the Gm·ernment being able to run the 
mills at a profit. 

"Increases in the price oi' sawn tirrher 
han; been made by the private millowners 
and the Gove1·nment eince the Govern­
ment purchased the sawmill; and though 
the Government witnesses claim that 
they are selling timber somewhat lower 
than private mills, there does not appear 
to be much in this eontention if discounts 
etc., by private mills are taken into con: 
sideration. There is evidence that the 
mills have "Old' at a somewhat reduced 
rate tu some Governm'ent institutions, 
but there is also evidence that timber 
has been sent from Brisbane to Rock­
harr·pton for Government buildings in that 
district. and that similar timber could 
be purchased in Rockhampton for about 
6s. per hundred feet less than the price 
which the timber from Brisbane cost 
delivered in Rockhampton. 

" The Government paid too high a 
price for the timber in stock in Ray­
mend's mill at the time of the purchase, 
and Messrs. Raymond and Company 
according to the evidence of the account: 
ant for that firm', wert, losing monev at 
the time of the sale to the Government. 
At the end of .Tune last the stock-in­
trade amounted to "bout £27,000, and 
was only inmred for half that surr·. Had 
premiums beer> paid for thE> whole amount 
the loss in running the business for the 
year would, of course, have been 

greater. The loss up to the end of June, 
1917, was £1,913 2s., and it does not 
appear from the evidence that there is 
any likelihood of running the mill at a 
profit. i'-i either from the Government 
view, nor from the point of view of the 
purchasers of timber, can it be said that 
the purchase of the mill has been bene­
ficial to the Government or to the public. 

" On the State joinery works a sum 
of £31,000 has been expended on build­
ings, but there is as yet no rr•achienry, 
and the money lies unproductive. The 
evidence of timber ard joinery experts 
shows that the whole plan was miscon­
ceived. and that there is little or no 
prospect of successfully running these 
works. 

" STATE HOTELS. 

" Evidence was given showing that two 
hotels had been closed by the Govern­
ment owing to their being in a pro­
hibited area, and that the Government 
had paid compensation-in one case 
amounting to £2,000. In the same pro­
hibited area the Government then estab­
lished a State hotel at Babinda, and, 
apparently, in doing so acted contrary to 
law. The hotel has not been in existence 
lcng enough to make out a balance-sheet, 
but it is run without a license and with­
out paying rates or taxes. Apparently 
it is being run at a profit. 

"STATE BcTCHERS' SHoPs. 

"Thrse shops show a profit of about 
£35,000 for the financial year ending 
June, 1917; but included in this is tho 
sum of £19,000 received from the Cam· 
n1onwea1th Government, an arnou.nt in 
diopute ngarding meat purchased by the 
Federal Government, apparently for the 
troops. It does not appear that the 
Government gaye any value for this 
£19.000, and, in any case, it c:mnot be 
said to be a legitimate profit made by 
the State butche1·s' shops. The trans­
action does not show much solicitude for 
the Federal Government or the Imperial 
Government in their purchase of moat 
for the troops. The evidence disclosed 
that the Government, in consequence of 
their contract >vith the Imperial Go· 
vernment for the supply of meat for the 
Imperial troops, supplied meat to the 
State bukhprs' shops at a price nearly 
30 per cent. lower than the Imperial Go­
vernment were paying. 

"ILLEGAL EXPENDITURE. 

"From questions put to the Auditor· 
General and other witnesses. and fro.m 
reference made to the decision of the 
Supreme Court in the in··urance cas<', it 
is clear that the expenditure on these 
enterprises was incurred without par­
liamentary or any legal authority, and 
as such deserves the strongest reproba· 
tion. 

"As pointed out by the Auditor-Gen· 
era!, expenditure of this character is 
quite different from unfore~een expendi­
ture, where the parliamentary vote is 
exhausted and the extra amount is paid 
pending parliamentary authority. ·with 
the object of safeguarding the public 
funds, your co.mmittee strongly supports 
the recommendations of the Auditor­
General relating to the definition and 
control of unforeseen expenditure. (See 
report 1916-17, page 12.) 

Hon. E. W. H. Fnwle.~.J 
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" The committee is pleased to be able 
to report that, in the matter of estab­
lishing the State produce agoncv and 
steel and iron works, the Gove1:nment 
have taken the proper course-namely, 
obtaining the authority of Parliament for 
these purposes; and the committee is 
strongly of opinion that a similar course 
should have been adoptBd with regard 
to the other State enterprises. 

"P. J. LEAHY, Chairman. 
"Committee Room No. 1, 

"Legislative Council, 
"4th December, 1917." 

I have been 1;_equested, in fairness to the 
Manager of the State Butchers' Shops, to 
read a letter written by him, so as to put 
his position very clearly with regard to 
answers which he gave wlwn giving evidencn 
before the Select Committee. It is a rule 
of courtesy in this Council that no public 
servant should be attacked, because he has 
no right of reply. This letter is addressed 
to the clerk o.f the Select Committee, and 
reads as follows-

" Retail Butchery Department, 
"Executive Buildings, Brisbane, 

"3rd December, 1917. 
"T. Dickson, Esq., 

"Clerk of Select Committee on Ex­
penditure on Industrial Enterprises, 

"Legislative Council Chambers, 
"Brisbane." 

"Dear Sir,-
" On \Vedpesday last, the 28th Novem­

ber, I received fro.m you proof of my 
evidence given before the committee, 
with a request that I would revise it 
and return as soon as possible. This I 
did, returning it on the following day. 

"In Brisbane papers on Thurcday and 
Friday, the 29th and 30th Nove~ober, 
appeared e'<tracts from my evidence, to­
wards the close of which the following 
question put to me by a member of the 
committee was published-

You didn't do it from a sense of 
duty, did you? 

And alongside the answer reads-
I know if I did a thing like that in 

war time I'd expect to go to gaol for 
it. 
" Readers generally would naturally 

conclude--and many have done so-that 
the. answer was mine, whereas it was 
given by the member of the committee 
who asked the question (Hon. \Vm. 
Stephens). 

"As I specially pointed this out when 
returning the revised proof, by under­
lining my correction in red ink, ancl 
assuming that copv of my evidence was 
sent officially through you to the Press. 
I will ask you to officially and publicly 
make the necessary correction. 

"Yours faithfully, 
"CnAs. J. Ross, 

"Supervisor, 
"State Butchery Department." 

I may say that that misprint-although it 
got into the public Press-has of course 
been corr< cted in the final repo'rt. So that 
a very large sum of money-running into 
nearly £1,000,000-has gone into question­
able State enterprises-a practice which has 
received severe condemnation from the Full 

LHon. E. W. H. Fowies. 

Court and at the hands of the citizens of 
Queensland, who will be called 

[5 p.m.] upon to "foot the bill." This 
Government, after the experience 

of \Vestern Australia, in the face of the 
experience of New South \V ale,, in defiance 
of the experience in Victoria, where the red 
flag was hung up in front of the coalmine, in 
defiance of the experience of every part of 
Australia, proceed ~.tubbornly to invest public 
funds in questionable State enterprisrg, will 
not r<>frain from throwing away the public 
money, and are even reduced to this position 
-that in the dying hours of the Parliament 
they come to us and ask us to impose gigantic 
taxation on the public of Queensland in 
order to make up for their wild extrava­
gance. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIKES: \Ve do not take 
any notice of the Full Court in that matter. 

HoN. E. W. H. FO\YLES: You take no 
notice of the Full Court, or the High Court, 
or anything else. This is a lawless Govern­
ment. 

Hon. W. J. RIORDAN: What are you going 
. to do about it? 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: It is not a 
question of what this Council does about it, 
but what the people clo next May. 

Hon. \V. J. RIORDAN: Is this your per­
oration? 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: This is no 
peroration. It has all the eloquence of fact. 
I know that hon. members opposite are not 
impervious to fact or reason either, ancl I 
would just like to fortify, very briefly, the 
argument as to illegal expenditure. I shall 
refer to one or two paragraphs in the 
Auclitor-General's report-and there is no 
wild and whirling verbosity about the 
Auditor-General's report. There is nothing 
Bedfordian about that. As a matter of fact 
it is just the dry facts of an accountant. 

lion. I. PEREL: I would clraw the hon. 
member's attention to the fact that the Hon. 
Mr. Bedford is not present. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: 'I am sorry for 
that, because I had just a few Christmas 
bouquets to give to him. I refer first of all 
to the Auditor-General's reference to the 
illegal expenditure of £100,000 on insurance, 
ancl then I come to this paragt·aph on page 
16-

" \Yith regard to the purchase of 
station and other properties, it would 
appear from certain expressions in the 
recorcls relating to these purchases that 
Government debentures constitute part 
of the purchase money. 

" I am advised, however, by the Crown 
solicitor that, in a legal sense, deben­
tures uncler the Government Loan Act 
of 1914 cannot be appliecl in pavment of 
the purcha·"e money of stations:" 

So the Government act against the legal 
opinion of their own Crown solicitor, ancl 
when they have pointed out to them the 
subterfuge to which they have resorted, when 
thcv find out that th.-v Y>'ere flouting tne law 
and that they might be personally liable, 
and that a Warren Hastings case might be 
tried here in Queensland-if I could compare 
minnows with a Triton-what really happens 
is that-

" The purchase money of the stations 
is provided from 'Unforeseen Expen­
cliture' under \V arrants signed by the 
Governor, but not ' counter-signed by 
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me.' I am aware that the power of the 
J<;xocutive in this respect is practically 
unlimited. 

"I am informed that it is, in effect, 
made a condition of the purchase that 
some portion of the price should be 
invested by the pm·chasor in Government 
debentures, which arc issued under the 
authority of the Government Loan Act 
of 1914. 

" I have been advised by the Hon. the 
A'tornoy-Gemral that there is no legaJ 
objection to my countn-signing deben­
tures i>:.,sucd uncler thor~:J circumstances." 

If ever there was a gigantic piece of finan­
cial thimb:e-rigging, hon members will find 
an account of it in those four paragraphs of 
the Auditor-G enrral'. r<'nort. lie is an 
accountant; ho does not- deal in language, 
but in figure' I just t-ake now from the 
interesting although exceedingly simple 
ste.tomcnt on p~ge 20. which shows how the 
public . cr;mmts arc k ·pt, and which is parti­
cularly pertinent when we arc asked not 
only to :;:ive money for this Parliament, but 
also for 11cx.t Parllan1Lnt, to hand oyer ::t 
bl··nk chlY[nc~to be s:ocnt in this way~ 

" DPpartm~nt of Public \Vork".-The 
insr"-:ctors' recent l'Pports indicate that 
there is room for i "'provc·c1ent in the 
method of d< nling with the acnounts, and 
there is evidence of weakne<,s in the 
s' 'tem of internal check. It would ap· 
pe-ar that, so ft:r as the accounts branch 
is concerned, this department is either 
in· ufficicntly staffed or requires to be 
reorganised.'' 

'l'hat is Rtudiod language. I take a second 
paragraph from page 20, with reference to 
the DepartmPnt of ,Justice~where the scale' 
should be balaHc.cd to the penny~ 

"Department of Justice.-Rccent 
examinations of the accounts of this de­
partment revealed very great carelcssnes<, 
in that branch." 

C~n any public department live under the 
st1gma of a report like that, an absolute 
bran_d from an ind<ependent critic, the 
Audttor-General, the watchdog of Queem­
land' s finances to-day • The taxpayers should 
be grateful that we have one man who is 
independent. in the community, and can act 
as a sentinel on the wild extravagance of 
the prc--ent Government. He savs that an 
examination of the accounts rrveals very 
great cuclc---ness in the department of the 
Assietant Minister for .Justicu-and when the 
Auditor-General say;; thcre is Yery great 
cetrelessness, we know, with his use of 
moderate E'nglish--

~Ion. \V. J. RroRDAN: Does it say any­
thmg about the Assistant Minister? 

HoN. E. W. H. FO\VLES: I am hlking 
about the he'' d of the department. I will 
give the hon. member o little more than he 
wants-

" Recent t= ·-r'lmlnr:_tions of the aecounts 
of this depa.rtmcnt revealed very groat 
care!essne's m that branch and as this 
nnsatisfactor:· st:>tc of thi;.,ss !;ad con­
tinul'd for fully cight<1cn months, I com­
~unicated v. :th the )finister on the sub­
Ject. and aoked that some action be taken 
to insure irnprovement." 

He does not s.cy th~ Attorney-General but 
the Minister.' ' 

Hon. \V. J. RIORDAN: He does not mention 
the Assio.tant Minister at ail. 

1917-10 R 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: Everybody 
knows that the Depa "tment of J ustiee is run 
b·,- the Assi"tant Minister, and that the Pre­
J.;;ier is Chief Secretary as well. As a matter 
of fact, there is really no office of A;;sistant 
Minister; it is simply a courtesy. 'I'he Pre­
mier, what with his visits to the police court 
and the western front. has no time to look 
after the e things. · 

Hon. \V. J. Rror.D.\N: \Vho is ·Minister for 
,Justice? 

HoN. E. W. II. FOWLES: There is no 
Minister for Justice; when there is an 
Attornev-Gcneral, there is no :"Jinister for· 
J ustic~. · With regarcl to other illegal expen­
dihu3 I need only refer hon. gentlemen to. 
pa·~o 41. where there i. pointed out an 
illegal expcnditmo of £14,014 for junketing 
to Melbourne. 

Hon. \V. R. CRA)I!PTON: \Yould you mind 
quoting the Auditor-General's report for· 
1908, page 78? 

HoN. E. W. H. l<'OWLES: It is 1918 next 
ye,'lr; we arc moving on. There is page 
after page ir1 the Auditor~General's report 
where there is very strong criticism of the 
financial methods of the prcs.'nt Government, 
and what I am usham"d of in being a mem­
ber of the democracy of Queensland is that e. 
Government "hich pretended to be a demo­
crati<:! Government, which pretended to act 
on idnls of the absolute cleanest administra­
tion, should throw these ideals overboard 
and before eighteen months should cam~ 
under the scathing condemnation of the 
Auditor-General. This Government came 
into power, and the country was prepared 
to e-ive it a fair trial, hut almost every trans­
actwn on a big or small scale that they have 
entered into seems to show their incompet­
ence or something else. 

Hon. Vi. J. RroRDAN: You are an 
inventor. 

IIox. E. W. H. FOWLES: I am the 
reporter in this case of the Auditor-General's 
remarks. This Government has acted in a 
way to excite cuspicion in the eyes of the 
people who have the welfare o£ the State at 
heart. They have disgracBd the ideals of 
puhlic life, and one can only wonder what is 
the n,_,xt chapter in their wild orgy of expen­
diture. The next chapter is that this Govern­
ment wish to get seven months' money from 
Quee!lsla nd to play all sorts of fmttastic tricks 
with public fmance betweE'n now and June. 
It doe" not matter whether they go out of 
officQ; it doles not matter whether th<>y ahso­
lutclv scour the Treasurv and leave not a 
bawbee behind; tlH'~- cal1 '''Y we had the 
sanction of Parliament to spend seven 
months' money. If we go back it will be all 
right. as nobody will be abl0 to search the 
pigeonholes, and if we do not go back. well, 
we will h,we had the plecsure of spending 
seven months' monev. That is evidently the 
programme. Was the Minister able to give 
us nnv definite information about what was 
l>Phin{l th0 Iron and Steel WorkR Bill finan­
ciallv? Why that hesitancy? -He could not 
tell ns wh0thcr anv aqremncnts wpre In 
Bight: whether there' wore ~ny contracts. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : I told you of 
the onl:- agreement; a tinpot thing, too. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: The hon. 
gc·ntl"rNl.l1 knows that there are other agre~­
menh on the ho"izon. 

Hon. F. T. BRENTNAf,L: Unforeseen agree­
ments, the same as unforos,"en contingencies. 

Hon. E. W. H. Fowle8.l 
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HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES : This Govern­
ment came in with very gr~;at preten,ions. 
In fact, they came in mi. a cheap food crv; 
they were going to make everything chc;1p 
for the public as far as food was concerned, 
<md the end of it is they go out and leave 
Queensland the dearest place to live in of 
any State in the Commonwealth. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: That is not 
correct. Take Knibbs's tables. 

Hon. W. J. RroRDAN: You tried to come in 
on 6 o'elock dosing. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES : I do not know 
that 6 o'clock closing was on the programme 
when I <:nte,ed Parliament. This Govern­
ment think more of beer dividends than of 
the lives of the soldiers. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! These inter­
jections must cease, and the hon. gentleman 
must confine himself to the question before 
the Council. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: On the ques­
tion of the expenditure on the Babinda State 
Hotel, which appears in the Appropriation 
Bill, one refrains in deference to the wishes 
of the President to make any further remarks 
on that subject. although we might say that 
it ill agrees with the unanimous spirit of 
loyalty in all the rest of the Briti'h 
dominions that our State is the only State 
that thinks it worrh while to advertise its 
loyalty by being different to the other States. 

Hon. G. P AGE-HANIFY: You are irre­
sponsible. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: I am responsible 
for a tour through Queensland which enabled 
three out of four people to know that 6 o'clock 
closing was the wist>st thing, and I am not 
responsible for this Government being deaf 
to the entreaties anod petitio;;s of thousands 
of people in Queensl-and. and the hon. g-entle­
man. who is a strong temperance <1dvocatc, 
is ono of those who is responsible for block­
ing liquor reform in Queensland. and he h<~.s 
received his reward. I hope the day will 
not come when he regrets it. 

Hon. H. c. ,TONES: vVhat about riding 
about in the licensed victuallers' moto"-cars? 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: With regard 
to a~sistanee, shall I give the hon. gentle­
man the contents of a letter already sent out 
by some of the Workers' Political Organisa­
tions to the Licensed Victuallers' Association 
making negotations and requests with regard 
to the next elf'ction? Shall I give him the 
contents of a lette-r sent out before the last 
election asking for a levy in defence of the 
trade? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: You can give 
no official letter from the Central Political 
Executive asking for a levy., 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES : I cannot give 
that, and I admit that the letter that was 
'1\Titten was very carefully written indeed, 
and I admit. that it was wiBe of the trade to 
look just ahead, and I admit also that at one 
time the Labour Government was strong for 
liquor reform, and that at the present time 
they are absolutely tied by dividend~. The 
whole of Queensland can see the miserable 
way they scotched liquor reform, and the 
Labour narty absolutely made the tool of 
those whose interests are in the beer of 
Queensland rather than in the welfare of the 
country. This Government came into office, 
and they shouted democracy until the heavens 
rang with it, and, as a matter of fact, they 
have acted tyranny; they prated about free­
dom and they preached class and mob rule 

(R'dn. E. W. H. Fowles. 

ever since they came into office. They talked 
about clean finance, and all that kind of 
thing; and all honour is due to those who 
founded the Labour party in this State; but 
111 the last three years thev have simply 
Tammanyised politics. · 

Hon. H. C. JONES: Thev made it a country 
worth living in. • 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: Not worth 
dying for, at any rate. 

Hon. W. J. RIORDAN : You are not pre-
pared to die for it; others have · 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: The last thing 
scme people would ihink of doing would be 
t,1 die for their country. In three years they 
ha-ve Tammanyise.d politics. They have 
spread discontent in a number of depart­
m e_nts in the public service. They have 
pamted some of the departments of the 
publ~c Sel'vice. They have injured the public 
credit. T'hey have degraded the Government 
into a series of petty quarrels with the 
Federal Government. These are the beauti­
ful democratic ideals of rhe so-called Labour 
party, which has fallen into verv bad hands. 
Its leaders are misleaders. • 

Hon. W. J. RroRDAN: Do you think the 
people will return them again 'I 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: I am very sure 
that this present Cabinet will not be the 
Government. next Parliament. 

Hon. VI-. J. RroRDAN: Are you sure of 
ttat? 

The PRESIDENT: Order ! 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: The party 
which the hon. gentleman has the honour to 
lea-d received a rude shock on 5th May last, 
when the conscience of the people was 
awakened to the elements that are in the 
country at the present time. They are the 
elcm0nts that I have eeen drifting across 
the Pacillc and coming here. They are revo­
lutionary, anti-British, disloyal elements 
which are coming into the country at the 
present time. 

Hon. H. C. J Ol"iES: Those are the names 
you call to the returned soldiers. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: There are some 
soldiers who would rather return than fight. 
I am giving facts, and the Queemland public 
know they are facts. 

Hon. \V. J. RroRDAN: You will not face 
the electors. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: I did face the 
electors, and they sent me here. I gave up 
a sure seat and conte·~ted a seat against a 
Labour man who was a real Labour man. 
He was a member of a .different Labour 
partv to that we have to-day. The Labour 
party have -drifted right away from the 
feelings of the people altogether. With 
rc>gard to the present Appropriation Bill, no 
one object& to giving Supply to the Govern­
ment-even the most reckless, extravagant 
Government. It is our .duty as we are 
saddled with them, to give them a fair 
amount of money to spend until their term 
expires. This Council, according to the 
traditions of fifty years, would be quite will­
ing to pass an Appropriation Bill up to 30th 
June next, and it is our duty to do that, 
because that is the end of the financial year. 
But when they want, to dip into the money 
that belongs to the successors of the present 
Parliament I submit that it would be neither 
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<'nnstitutional nor ju't for us to agree to that. 
It is all right to grant Supplv up to the 
30th ,June next. · 

The SEcRETARY FOR l\liNES : The Hon. Mr. 
Hawthorn said it w'h •·omtitutional, and I 
boliew he is right. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: I was not 
objf'cting to it on that ground, but on the 
ground that it is done in the last year of 
an expiring Parliament. 

Hox. E. W. H. FOWLES: I do not sup­
p<Lc, even if it "·as illc>gal, that it would 
make any ·difference to the present Govern­
ment. If the Government could cajole or 
browbeat this House into giving them 
unlimit,d sums of monev thev would feel 
inclined to do so, but this cm;ncil are here 
a·- the custodians of the public purse, and we 
are here to see that no more money is 
frittered away by this Government. 

The SECRETARY FOR ::Y1I:XES : You illegally 
inserted an amendment in the Iron and Steel 
'\Vorks Bill. 

The PRESIDE:'\fT: Order! 

HoN. E. W. H. FO'\VLES: We did not 
reduce or increa'\e taxation. This House 
wculd feel justified _in granting Supply to 
the 30th .June, and 1f the representative of 
the Government thought it out deliberately 
and ealmly he woul·d sec that it was unfair 
fo1· u .. to tie the hands of the successors of 
the> prc,ent Gowrnment. '\Vhat right have 
we to U·<' money that belongs to the next 
Parliament? 'What right have we to give 
thi Parliament next J ulv's monev? 

The SECRETARY FOR MiNES : To. meet the 
,·onv<mience of the public service. 

Hox. E. W. H. FOWLES: I will meet 
that argument straight away. The hon. 
·zc"ltl-cman knows perfectly well that the 
Governor in Council can pav all current 
-expcmes simply b,c; warrant. The GO\·ernor 
in CouY>cil can pay the railway servants and 
.":daries of the other public servants until 
Parliament meets next year. 

The SECRETARY FOR MDlES : Is this not the 
bcttN way to ·do it' 

.Hox. E. W. H. FOWLES: No, certainly 
net. The Government ask us to give the1n 
<290(1,000 to spend just as they like in illegal 
enterprism. \Vhat hold have the people of 
Qu<·t'nsland on that £900.000 once we grant 
it '1 Th'3 Government will snap their fingers 
at the Council once it is passed. The atti­
tude taken up by the Council on financial 
quc,tiom anrl in keeping as strict a surveil­
lance as pos-ible on the public funds has been 
justifiN1 and strongly approved of by the 
people; of Queensland. The people look to 
this Council at the present time to stop the 
e>::travagance of the preeent Government. 

Hon. I. PEREf,: One section only-those 
who pay the taxes. 

Ho::-~. E. W. H. FO\VLES: The hon. 
g-enth~man is enough of a business man to 
know that when a man is taxed he pas·es 
i" on. You cannot tax one section of the 
< -1mmunity without it percolating right 
through the community, so that instead of 
putting a tax of £1 on one individual you 
will find it a tax of 240 pennies on 240 
individuals, or perhaps it might be doubled. 
Everybody passes the tax Gn. 

Hon. \V . • T. RIORDAN: Can the primary in­
~lustry pass it on? 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: Yes. I have 
the figures here showing the gigantic war 

0xpenditurc of tho Federal Government. All 
these amounts have to be paid, and the 
people of Queensland, numbering 670.000. 
have to pay their proportion of it. Knowing 
that all these burdens are inescapable, and 
have to be paid by the people of Queensland 
in the next three or four years, this Govern­
ment comes along and wants to dip into the 
Treasury of next Parliament to the extent 
of £900,000, so that they can spend it on 
a wild rake's progress between now and the 
time Parliament meets again. If they get 
this money to spend they c:tn snap their 
fingers at the taxpayers of Queensland. This 
is the proposal which the Government brings 
before us. They have the hardy, unblushing 
( 1frontcry to ask this Council to give their 
assent to a propoc>al like this. They managed 
to manceuvre the proposal through another 
place. 

The SECRETARY FOR :MINES : Are you taking 
your instructions from the leader of the 
Opposition'? 

Hax. E. W. H. FOvVLES: No. I read in 
the paper that there was a strong but futile 
protest made by someone in another place. 
I submit that this Council would be quite 
prepared to grant full Supply to the end of 
the financial year, or even for the term of 
the present Parliament. If I suggested a 
wise course at the present time I would sug­
gest that Parliament should be called to­
gethtcr nE'xt March. In political times like 
these it is mrvdness to allow the financ0s of 
the country to be spent or misspent. by a 
few men who are no longer respons1ble to 
the elcdors? 
• 'The SECEETARY FOR ;y1rxES : '\Vhich men? 

Hox. E. W. H. FOWLES: The few men 
who may be the Cabinet. or the caucus 
junta, or" whoever it is who pulls the strin['s 
of the present Government. 

The i'ECRETARY FOR MINES : Are we not 
responsible to the electors? 

HoN. K '\Y. H. FOWLES: Ko, you have 
fmished your term. You are no longer re­
spone<ible to the electors. In these times it 
would be the acme of folly for us to give 
thrse millions of monev into the hands of 
half n dozen individuals to do what they 
!;ked within the next six months without 
iho sr,Hchlight of Parliament being put 
ou their action~. 

Hon. H. C. JoNES: You C\n apply that 
statement to a.nv Government-to the one 
: .Ju were connected with. 

Hox. E. W. H. FOWLES: I am applying 
it to the present Government. 

The SECR~TARY FOR MINES: What would be 
the object of meeting Parliament in :March? 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: I should have 
Parliament prorogued every fortnight. Can 
the hon. gentleman say what will happen in 
the next twenty-four hours, yet we go 
dancing on the edge o£ a volcctno. 

The SECRET.iRY I•'OR MINES: Parliament is 
prorogued from time to time. 

Ho:<r. E. W. H. FOWLES: The people have 
no confidence in the Premier of the day. 

'What confidence have the people 
[5.30 p.m.] of Queensland at the present 

time in the Government of this 
country? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : It is the n:ost 
popular Government we have had. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: As a matter of 
fact, it would be very wise to ask Parliament 
to meet for one day, or two or three times, 

Hon. E. W. H. Fowles.] 
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between now and the next election in order 
that full discussion may take place' upon the 
acts of the Government, and in order that 
the searchlight may be put on their doings. 
If I had my way, I would have an Auditor­
General's report every quarter on the present 
UoYernm::nt. This report is absolutely the 
hangman's rope of the present Government, 
ao far as their finances are concerned. 

Hon. H. C. Jowcs: Are you not satisfied? 
HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: No, I am 

ashamed. It does not matter twopence to me, 
personally, which Government is in office, as 
everybody knows. 

Hon .. \. G. C. HAWTHORN: I would not go 
a, l'ur rts that. I think the sooner we oust 
the pros,ont Government the better. 

Hox. E. W. H. FOWLES : The better for 
the country. 

Hon .• \.G. C. HAWTHORN: I think it would 
be for the good of the country. 

The PRESIDENT: Order ! Order! There 
i:o too much conversation and interjection 
g-oing on. 

Ii:ox. E. \V. H. FOWLES: As a matter of 
fact, the proposals of the present Government 
me~y be considered to be these : Give us 
three and a-half millions or four m'illions-­
giYe U'' millions of money, and then shut 
down Parliament, muzzle all criticisrrc, let 
us have no Auditor-General's report, and 
give us a free wicket until the 30th June 
1wxt to spend all the money given to us, 
plus a month's money of next year. That 
i·; the proposal of the present Government-a 
most audacious propoc,cll-and it can only 
win if the Council absolutely shut their eyes 
to the facts. 

The SECRETARY FOR Mn;ES : With the excep­
tion of the one month, it, is done every 
year. 

Hon. F. T. BRENTNALL: No, it has only 
been done once before. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: These are 
abnormal times, when Parliament should be 
cdled together. How do we know what 
m,,y happen from month to month? Here 
th<' proposal is to ring down the curtain, to 
absolutely shut down Parliament and stop 
all public criticism, and to turn off the search­
light and simply allow the present Uovern­
rr.ent to do what they like with the public 
funds, with six or seven months' money. As 
a rnatter of fact. the proposal is one that is 
not constitutional ; it is a very great depar­
ture from constitutional practice to grant 
Supply to a present Government out of the 
L:on•c-"· that belongs to a future .Parliament'. 
This Council would be justified in protesting 
against the unjustifiable extravagance which 
has depleted the public funds, turned a sur· 
plus into a substantial deficit, and threatened 
all citizens with oppressive taxation. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES; Apart from 
t]',at. what is thero unusual in this measure, 
other than a month's Supply in the coming 
year? 

Hox. E. W. H. FOWLES : There is noth­
ing unusual in this, except that we are sorry 
h see that the amounts are not less than 
the:· ar<'. In these do.ys of economy, I think 
it would be a better cry for this Government 
h sav-" V'l e have seen the need there was 
for economy '•nd we have cut down all 
unnecessary c·q1enditure." That would be 
a better cry to go to the electors with. When 
one considers the Appropriation Bill before 
us-and this is perhaps the opportunity in 
which reference may be made to quite "' 

[Hon. E. W. H. Fowles. 

large number of n:-atters-the proposals are 
such as to excite suspiuion all over Queens­
land. The Government ask for a larger 
amount of money than is necessary, and an 
amount that must inevitably be made up by 
new taxation, or else we must be plunged 
into greater· debt, and have fastened upon 
us increased interest expenditure later on. 
I would sugg<>t that, even at this stage, a 
temporary wave of wisdom n:-ay come to the 
brain of the Governm'ent, and that they will 
cut out a clause which is obnoxious to the 
\<"hcle of the people of Queensland, by which 
the Government-! will not say is robbing, 
but is dipping into the resources of its sue­
er ':l:lOl"' 1-vith no reason "\vhatever. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIXES ; Oh, yes ; good 
rea.ions. 

Hon. \V. J. RIORDAN: They have; they 
ha.-c to account to the country directly. 

Ilox. E. W. H. FOWLES: How many will 
<'o n0 back? 

Hon. W. J. RroRmx: All of them. 

Hex. E. \V. H. FOWLES: That is the 
diifcrenc0 between this House and another 
place. In another place they will be there 
for three years, and nothing more will be 
hom·d of them. \V e arc always before the 
people, and always subject to criticism. \Vhat 
we did ycst."day is criticised to-day. We are 
r· •ponsible representatives of the people of 
QucenJand. I would suggest that the 
Council might act well in accord with the 
traditions of Parliament and with Constitu­
tional requirements and with the need for 
economy if it refused to give this Pm·lia­
ment money for a longer term than the life 
of this Parliament, and if we safeguarded 
the public funds in such a wav that no one 
could afterwards reprove us or say that we 
were unduly extravagant with things that did 
not belong to us. That last month belongs 
to next Parliament, and the next Parlia­
ment should have the raising of it and the 
spending of it. 

Hoxo<:RABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

HoN. I. PEREL: : The principal theme 
of the debate seems to be the excessive ex­
p•'nditure im·olvcd under this Bill. This, of 
course, m<"J.ns public ownership of butchers' 
shops and sources of supplies for such. 
The principal grievance in connection with 
every argument uced appears to be the 
extravagance of the Government in connec­
tion with our meat supplies, the buying of 
cattle stations, and the selling of meat to 
the people. Before condemning these pro­
jects, hon. members should wait to sec the 
results of the expenditure. It is useless to 
say that these are ruinous enterprises when 
everything points to the fact that they are 
magnificent successes. Personally, from my 
own experience of these shops, I am of 
opinion the money has been wisely spent. 
The proof of that is c,hown by the way the 
people prttroni""•3 the State butchers' shops 
and are making them a ver: big Go.-ernment 
succc,,s. That is all we have to guide us at 
the pl·c-;cnt time. Why all this talk about 
extravag<tnce. and these ill-judged remarks? 
'Ne mmt ta.ke the reports which h"ve been 
pre;,cntnd, and everything points to their 
being finn inv''"'tments. Before condemning 
th0'o undertakings we should "·ait to see 
\:hether the" are really failures. In my 
opin:on, by including th.~ money in this Bill 
fc ,. the purpose of State stations and the 
m'at supply for the people, we ara taking- a 
step in the right direction, because it means 
public ownel"hip of neces,aries and utilities, 
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"nd the more we have of that the better. 
'Iho Government should undertake everything 
of a profitable nature. They should not be 
pinned down to take up everything of an 
ur.profitablc naturc. There was a Bill intro­
ducod in this Chamber the other night, and 
it w 1. tbown out-as I am sorry to say a 
number of useful Bills have been thrown 
out-becauBe it had a clause whereby the 
,;olcliers at the front had to pay succession 
duty. 

IIow c:1n the Government get that if they 
h~ve no means of raising revenue? Why 
should we take ~ wa v all the means of 
cbtuining revenue froffi the Governrnent and 
thr 1 blame them for going in for what we 
call extravagance in connection with non­
paying conc>ern,, \\~hE:'n we clip their wings? 
It do.· .. , not appear to mc- to be reasonable 
nt a.'l. Another very strong condemnation 
has be"n in connection with the railway 
expenditure. \Vel!, we understand that the 
incrn ·.J in expenditure has been caused by 
lar;;e incr~ ascs in wages rendered necessary 
by the lm·~·e increase in the price of com­
modities. It has been my experience that, 
wlocn a working man asks for an increase 
in wag<>s, you face him with this, " Yes, my 
gcntlen1an, "\VC will give you an increase in 
wages, but little good will it do you, because 
::on will have to take it out in the price of 
commodities." That is verY unfair. You 
cannot get away from the fact that the diffi­
culties in conncction with the Railway De­
parLnent and the ]o,,es they have made are 
due in· a large mt·a,ure to the fact that they 
hcve bad to incrc•ase the wages of their 
<•mployees to such an extent as to make their 
living conditions good. It should be the 
object of all of us to improve the conditions 
of the working classes. That ean only be 
clone by devating them to the positions that 
we ourselves enjoy. The working man pro­
duces everything; we owe all our wealth to 
him; and it is only right that he should 
Pnjoy certain conditions, and that we pro­
fiteers should not put up the price of com­
moditic' · to such an extent that he cannot 
afford to get the conditions to which he is 
rilihtly entitled. 

Hon. E. vV. H. FowLES: Increased pro­
duction is the secret. 

Ho).[. I. PEREL: I am not going to enter 
into a. discussion on econon1ics. \Vh!!n I see 
the immense number of men emploved in 
the R•ilwa-" Dcepartment, and the demand.> 
of tbos". men, I know that the Commissioner 
and all tho-,e c.mnected with this very large 
State conQern have got a very, very h0avy 
task in front of them, because I know from 
my own experience that the Railway Dc­
partinent suffers from the same inconveni­
ence-. dicabilities, and handicaps that v.ll 
we little private enterprisers suffer from. I 
am running a very small busine,s, and yf't 
my expenses have. doubled, though I am a. 
private enterpriser, and have mv expenses 
under my own careful management. If that 
Is so, how can we expect these huge Govern­
ment departments to oo run for the r am A 

amount of money "" before? I know that. 
in spite of all the talk of hon. members, in 
spit<' of all their condemnation of the Go­
vernment. in their heart of hearts they know 
that the Go;-ernment are doing what is right. 
They !mow that they are not justified in 
condt'mning the Government for raising 
wages when necessary and reducing the hours 
Gf work when they are excessive. 

Hon. E. W. H. FowLES: They promised 
cheap food, you know 

Ho:-r. I. PEREL: I am not here to cham­
pion the Railway Department, because l do 
not know anything about it; but the fact 
remain, that, \YO have this Bill in front of 
ws, t-111d that \Ve kno\V how the expense'::: ot 
the Hail" ay Department have increased. I 
notice, from the oflir;al report of the depart­
mont, that £40,000 more was paid last year 
for "tores than in pruvious years on account 
of the war; and yet I have heard some hon. 
members &a.y that the war does not affect us 
here. Th,: war affecb us very •'lonsid<>rably 
on account of the in ere.< ·ed price of all thA 
goods that a re brought here. I am sure that 
my remarks will be borne out by every 
balance-sheet that is presented in every con­
eern. I am sure the Hon. Mr. Hall will 
bear me out. He is connected with a huge 
concern, and he must have been astounded 
at the terrific increase in wages, and he must 
hav'l felt highly satisfied at the management 
being able to show a profit in spite of the 
increase in wages. The Hon. Mr. ]!'owles 
said, " Can't we pass it on?" Of cour~,e~ \Ve 

private individuals can pae< it on. 'V e are 
all passing it 01, 

Hon. T. M. HALL: You can't pass it on 
in your bu iness. 

HoN. I. PEREL: But how can the Go­
yerm,u:mt pass it on'! They have big engage­
ments to meet, which c:tu-ed them to send 
certain Bills here to give them more money 
and which would have enabled them to pass 
it on. But we would not allow them to pass 
it on and r-efused to paoJ those Bills. Hon. 
gentlemen assume that because certain rail­
ways are not paying interest they are a 
losing concern, and they proudly point to 
others that are paying good interest as fine 
concerns. But it is quite possible that a rail­
way that is only paying 3 per cent. is a 
better im-estmont for the country thc.n 
another that i.; payinR" 6 per cent. or 7 per 
cent. Raib ays are built to open up the 
country and enhance the value of land3; 
and if a railway does that, even if it only 
pays 3 per cent., it ma.•. be a very profitable 
thing for the community, even though it 
does not pay from another point of view. 
The purport cf the message that it is in­
tended to put at the end of this Bill amounts 
to this-that the Council is opposed to the 
expenditure of public money in connection 
with public utilities that can be turned to a 
profit by private enterprise. The speeches 
in the majority of cases have been very 
lengthY, though hon. member.> had no oc­
casion· to try to convince us of their abilih 
to make speeches, or of their ability to be 
leaders of this party. The Hon. Mr. Fowlee 
put the matter plainly. He doubts the 
hone't" of the Government. and he does not 
wish to trust them with any more mom·y tha_n 
he can help, or to allow them to occupy the1r 
positions any longer than he can help. 

Hon. E. W. H. Fo\VLES: Queensland 
doubts them now. 

HoN. I. PEREL: When you suspect Uo­
vernments of such things as these, you are 
getting into such a state of mind that it is 
impos,ible for you to give an honest opinion 
regarding their intentions. The attitude in 
this Chamber with respect to the Govern­
ment is one of morbid suspicion. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: It is well 
justified. 

HoN. I. PEREL: I do not think it is well 
JUstified. Since my advent into this House 
I ho:t ve seen nothing to suspect in any of the 
Government's Bills. Perhaps it is because 

Hon. I. Perel.] 
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I am not an experienced campaigner. Per­
haps I cannot sec e:yc to eye with m~- legal 
friends, and perhaps there are things hidd"•·r 
in the"e Bills which I cannot undersbnd, 
though to me they appear very plain. 

Hon. A. A. DAVEY: "To the pure all 
things are pure." 

HoN. I. PEREL: I thinl;: I am pure in 
this, and I think I am pure in my thoughts 
in comwrtion \vith the other House. I think 
they de.'ire to do their duty. I do not thinl;: 
there is anything dishorH .t about this House, 
and in respect of the financiul measures I 
most certainly say that it would be wrong 
for anyone in this Ham<> to doubt the 
honesty and integrity of the other Ho:""· 
I h;n·e proof of the honcstv of this House­
proof which shows that the terms "corrup­
tion" and " lobbying" cannot be appiied to 
nwmber' of this Hou r. We lu.ve had a 
Bill before us for the purcha ,e of a railwa·.-, 
inYolving an cxp<:'nditure of over £400,000. 
That Bi;l was thrmvn out on the honest con­
viction of so-rnc hon. rn<::mbcrs. and ""'~Y::ts sup~ 
pm-tc-1 on thn honnt conviction of others; 
but, if this had occurr~d in A.derica, the 
vote,, of members opposit.P would haYe heon 
v. orth thousands of pounds. while our vote; 
\V.:._ re assured, bcrausc: we ,,·ere the Govern·· 
Jncnt party. I arn f'aTisficd regarding the 
hmwsty and integrity nt hon. Inombc~s on­
posite, and I feel that 1 must pa' them tlrnt 
ccmplilnent because th<!t is my 'honest con­
viction. 

The SErRET.\RY FOR '\1rc<:ES: Pub1ic life is 
purcl~ in Quef'nsland t~:iln ~t is 1n ar-:v part 
of the world. 

Hon. P. J. O'SHEA: Up till now. 

HoN. I. PEREL: ?\ow, hon. g-entloJ,<'n, 
a.-, a practical 111an, I \visii to draw aHc-nt:inn 
to a matter which mav ho· regarded as onlv 
~ little ihing-. but you ;,11 know th"'" cconon.:.­
n• little things ,haws that a person wiil 
manage big _things v:ell. I think you will 
all agree wrth me that there is a littlo 
extra vaganC'e in connecticn \vith " I-Iansard" 
a_nd 9thcr report·•·.. Paper at the pre,•ent 
tnne rs £55 per ton, and it a ppe>rs to me 
thctt wasteful oxtrava.,-anco is shown in those 
publications. In the ~Dast it did not matter 
very much, as paper· was yer:v cheap; but 
when I sec all thiS mass of stuff. which is 
not read-it would be an utter impossibilitY 
for us to sit down and reB,d ,]] 1 bat stuff_:_ 
I think that by a Judicious arrangement some 
part of that exp0nditure might be saved. 
'I"ho Goyernmont r::rinter might a.,k us if we 
&re dcsirou~ of bemg mpplied with all thi· 
stuff. and, If we are, I o notify hir.1 to that 
effect. I do r:ot want all the " Hansards" 
that are supplied to nie, as I have no one 
to s;nd t~em to; a qu.nter oi th number 
wou.d smt me. I -do not want to sec all 
tho~e voluminous roports \.veir:d11T1'T ~everal 
pounds that are sent to me, and I think 
sol_lle arran£iement mi?-"ht be made wherebv 
this extravag-nnce. conld be reduced. In 
deference to the .wishes of hon. members who, 
I know, a;·e anxious to get to work and hear 
loss spcakmg. I conclude my speech now. 

HoN. A. A DAVEY: I do not intend to 
tn~re up much time on this matter; but I 
thnk that the financial trans'lctions of the 
qovernment are ope:r to verv serious criti­
Cism and to condemnation. It se0ms to me 
that. the mere fact of the Govemmc>nt having 
rr.cf':ved ',J10re revenue :han has ever been 
received m the past by anv Queensland 
Gove~nme;nt, combined with the fact that a 
wur Is gomg on-the conclusion of which no 
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one cane foretell-and the fact that there are 
very distinct prospects of increased Common­
wealth taxation, is sufficient to prove that 
this Government are worthy of the severest 
condemnation for the manner in which they 
have handled the financca of the countrv 
during the past three years One would 
have thought tha" at a time like this during 
the whole period of th0ir office, when the 
r<>sourcc~ of the country 'hould he husbanded 
everything would be done which could reason: 
ably b" done without inflicting injustice upon 
hnybody to bring the expenditure within the 
rev<:nnr, but we find,_ on the contrary, that 
aurmg the term of the present Government 
there has been the wildest expcnditure-thu 
most extravagant expenditure. I will give 
th!• Government credit for having endea­
Yrtu~d to place upon the statuto-books the 
pl:ttform 'of the Labour Party, which, 
amonp.-st other things, means the State owner­
ship of all means of production and distri­
Lt,tion. I am not, for the time bcmg, saying 
enything against that; I am e.impl:. saying 
as "' judicious busine,,s man that in m~ 
opinion, the GovernmPnt sho~tld h~ve been 
"C·ry careful during the le 9t two or three 
J ears, because it did not. and does not. 
require very much foresight to see that the 
drain upon the taxable resources of the 
Commonwealth is becoming gre:tter and 
greater, and will become very much greater 
than at present. In fact, it looks as if thev 
will be used to the verv uttermost. In view 
of that fact, i~ should- have been the dutv 
uf thP Government to husband their resources, 
L<' hold back the execution of some of the 
planks of their platform and wait for a more 
opportune time. The purchasE' of stations, 
going in for State joinery works, even 
butchers' shops, may or may not be good­
they fire a[] debatable questions-it all 
depends on from what point of view you 
regard them. But I say there has been no 
jmtification for a Government in the finan­
cial po,ition in which we have been the last 
two or three ;:ears to enter upon them. So 
I want to enter my strong protest against 
the Government's methods, and also to say 
that. in mv opinion, judged from the infor­
mation th~t has come befort- us. on the 
cYidence of the Select Committee, these busi· 
nr'ss transactions ha vc not been in many 
cases of a ~Sound nature. Providence mav 
1.,. vcJ•v kind, and wc may have plenty df 
rain, prices of meat ma:v go up, and every­
thinp.- may go on splendidly for a season or 
two, and these station propertieB may become 
verv valnahlP. But there is likely to come 
n drought, when the losses will be as great 
as any profits, and probably very much 
greater. It is only ten weeks ago since I 
v:as on the Downs. At that time there was 
a drought, and a general mourning because 
ic wos thonght there was going to be no 
wheat this seamn. About six weeks after­
wards I was up there, and the danil'er then 
was that everything would be ruined because 
of too much rain. ·These are thmgs which 
we know are likely to happen in a semi­
tropical country like Queensland. Another 
r:oint about the Government's undertaking in 
rRspect to stations is tlwt I could understand 
it if that hranch of industry were being 
ne.g-lected. The Government then might say: 
" If the~e valuable properties are not going 
to be used we will entei· the station busi­
r.e"s." But at the present time, I suppose, 
the pastoral industry is in a very prosperous 
condition. The prices paid for stations have 
been very high. '.rhat will probably con-
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tinue so long as .seasons remain good, but 
Reasons change quwkly, and next year we may 
~av:' .a drought, and therefor" l say that no 
JUdrcw?s Goverm;nent would incur such huge 
c>xpendrturc as thrs Government have done in 
the face of the financial circumstances to-day. 

In the Appropriation Bill there is a request 
~hat mon~y shall be granted to be spent dur­
rng thA life of the next Parliament. I think 
that is altogether unjustifiable. Surely this 
et any other Government should be content 
!c; tf1ke the expenditure which may reason­
ably be expected to arise during their term 
of office. To ask that Appropriation be 
gr·anted to cover a month after-let ue hope 
-they will have gone out of power for ever 
.s a most unrea"onable request I sincerely 
trust that at the next election the people 
:will have bee_n so educated bs the debates 
n. thrs Councrl, and by reading the reports 
of the Select Committee, that theY will be 
able to come to no other conclusion than 
that the Government are utterly and abso­
lutely incapable of dealing with any matters 
of important finance. I believe that to be so 
myBelf. I do not know that any prudent 
ordinarv busine5~ man would undertake these 
great risks, and no hon. member on the other 
side can say that there are not great risks. 
There are losses in eome of them at the 
present time, and even in the most favour­
able of them there will be losses. This is 
not a concern of one, or two, or three years. 
vVe may have three, or four, or five years 
of serious drought, and then the people will 
be called upon to put their hands in their 
pockets to make up the losses the Govern­
ment have incurred by mere speculation. 

Hon. R. BEDFORD : If, if, if ! 
HoN. A. A. DA VEY: There are a lot of 

" Ifs" about it. I am not hostile to the 
Government. I want to look at matters 
from a businesslike standpoint. and I want 
to say that the Government have shown 
absolute incapacity to deal in any business­
like way with financ;:, and when they come 
before the electors next time I do not think 
any extraordinary si de issue will settle the 
matter. I believe the people of the country 
are sane enough to know that if they leave 
the business of the country in the hands of 
the present Government it is the matter of 
only a very short time before they will land 
them in bankruptcy. Something has been 
said about this Council, and I think it is 
right that we should use this the only chance 
we shall have of speaking about it. There 
have been threats. The Minister practically 
made a threat that the Council was going 
to be swamped. I should like to say that, 
in the appointment to this Council of a 
number of gentlemen-I am not referring to 
any of them personally-more were appointed 
than were warranted by past experience. 
And if the actual number of members of 
the JJegislatiYe Council is not embodied 
in the law, the British Constitution-to which 
w~ owe our ovm Constitution-is based 
largely upon precedent, and an honourable 
regard for those precedents. Some five or 
six more members have been introduced into 
this Council than were ever here before. 
Now, it is reasonable to suppose that the 
Minister and the Premier are in the confi­
dence, perhaps, of the King'e representat!ve 
in this State and there may not be anythmg 
in the thr~at that thE' Council will be 
swamped. 

The SECRETARY FOR MTNES: I did not use 
the 'word "swamped." I said "reinforce­
ments." 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: You can only 
get reinforcements in one way. 

HoN. A. A. DA VEY: Somebody used the 
word "swamped." I would like hon. mem­
bers to remember that those appointments 
were m<tde after the <1ctions of this Council 
had been clearly pnt before the people, after 
thev h&d been denounced throLighout the 
length and breadtn of this country by the 
renrescntatives of the Governnwnt. So far 
as- I know, not on·; hon. member of this 
Council thought it worth while, or believed it 
to be his duty, or regarded i~ as a right an<i 
proper thing to say anything on a platform 
in the defence uf our uosition. ~everthelcss, 
the question was tried. in the country, and it 
is no use saying tlN1t the people voted for 
the bi-camerial system. The people voted 
on the a-ctions of this particular Council, on 
the charge of having been a wheel upon pro­
gress, a block upon everything, a House of 
foscils and doddering idiots. and that kind 
of thing. It was the personality of this 
particular Canner] that was snbmitted to the 
people, and the people said that they prf'­
ferrc•d the doddering age and imbecility of 
this Council---as hon. momber3 would put it­
to the combined intelligence of the Govern­
ment, led by the distinguished Premier of 
to-daY. I am satisfied that if the, thing were 
submitted to the pcor>le again they would 
give f:he san1e result. There was no mis­
understauding. If hon. members say the 
11eople dirl not understand the qupstion, they 
aro reflecting on the intelligence of their own 
friends. I h<~Ye met score3 and scores of 
people who are not above· saying thftt t.hey 
regard this Council--

l-Ion. W. J. RIORDAN: As a museum. 
HoN. A. A. DAVEY: As beingandhaving 

been the salvation of the countrv, as having 
stood between the prc·sent iconoclastic Go­
vernment and the people. 

Hon. vV. ,J. RIORDAN: Do you not like us? 
HoN. A. A. DA VEY: I havE' nothing to 

say against any hon. men:bE't': I bPlieve that 
the action w<~~ unconstrtuhonal, that the 
appointments were quite unwarrantable, nnd 
I hesitate to believe that the representative 
of the Go.-crnment has any authority for sup­
posing that there will be reinforcements to 
swamp this House. 

Hon. W. J. RroRDAN: Do you think we 
ought to be put out? 

HoN. A. A. DAVEY: No. I have no 
hesitation in saying that beforE' hon. members 
came in here the Council as a body were 
interested in one thing, and one thing only­
the further&nce of the best interests o.f this 
State. There was no party here before. 
Hon. members opposrte are a party, and 
wen•, sent in here to do certain thing3, and 

Rre bound hand and foot, ,'1Dd 
[7.30 p.m.] their opinion on any public ques-

tion is valueless, because they 
come here committed to fi certain act;on, in 
spite of any evidence which may _be P''O­
duced. There is a party on that srde, but 
there j, no party on th1s ~ide. 

Hon. G. PAGE-HANIFY: There was one 
party before, and there are two parti<,s now_ 

HoN. A. A. DA VEY: I am satisfied there 
was no party in this House until hon. mem­
bers opposite cam<> in. If this Hou~e were 
n:·ade into a party IJouse, there would have 
to be two sides, and the Council would 
become as usele.ss as the Senate in the 
Commonweaith to-day, which, owing to the 
Labour party's tactics, is a useless House 

Hon. A. A. Dmrll!l.] 
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because it is a. party House and simply a 
rubber stamp of the other Chamber. 

Hon. R. BEDFORD : What other svstem is 
possible except party politics? · 

HoN. A. A. DA VEY: There are not parties 
in this House, this is a business House 

Hon. R. BEDFO~D: If you have no party 
you have no opm10n. 

Ho:;;. A. A. DAVEY: We have pretty strong 
opinions. If a man had any opinion he 
would always leave himself open to be con­
vinced about any question which arises. 
This House has been degraded, not person­
all:·, by the introduction of hon. men:-bers 
opposite, by the fact that they have been put 
in herG as representatives of a party. That 
is a serious loss to Queensland. If the people 
had had the question submitted to them as 
to Yl hether this should be made a party 
House, they would have said "No, we are 
fed up by the party politics in another place, 
but we have been in the habit of looking to 
the Council in the past to deal with matters 
fairly and squarely." 

Hon. H. LLEWELYN: It is very strange 
that there was not a Labour man appointed 
when the other Administration was in office. 
The Labour party was never recognised. 

HoN. A. A. DAVEY: Yes, the Labour 
party had its representatives here in the 
Hon. Mr. Hinchcliffe, and the Hon. Mr. 
Jensen, who was a very able representative 
of the Labour party. Mr. Jensen took an 
intelligent and generous attitude on all ques­
tions, and was as consistent and fervent and 
a more able Lotbour member than anyone I 
have seen in this House. He was superior 
in his ability and enthusiastic in his advocacy. 
I want to pay this tribute to the late Hon. 
l\!Ir. Jensen, who was a democrat of whom 
everyone might become enthusiastic. He 
was sincere and able, and a gentleman. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN : And recpected 
by both sides of the House. 

Hon. R. BEDFORD : And harmless. 
Ho:f. A. )t. DAVEY: He was not harmless. 

I believe he was one of the most useful 
members of the House, and one of the things 
which influenced me in my attitude when I 
came into the House was that when the 
Hon. Jl.1r. ,Jensen .ma.de out a good case lw 
very often got a majority of members in 
the House to vote with him. 

I think it is an unreasonable thing to ask 
this House to sanction an Appropriation 
which will extend for a month bevond the 
term of this Parliament. If the Appropria­
tion is passed, I will heartily support a mes­
sage being attached to the Bill stating that 
thi-; House does not approve of trenchino­
upon the rights of other people. 

0 

HoN. F. McDONNELL: It would be a. sur­
prise to the country if this Council passed 
this Appropriation Bill without making this 
attack. Hon. gentlemen on the other side 
represent the capitalists in this House and 
are opposed to the action of the Gover~m·eqt 
r!ght through: The I-~on. Mr. Davey, who, 
bke myself, 1s a nommee representative in 
this House, has very severely condemned 
h" appointment of certain gentlemen on th.-, 

part of the Government to this Chamber. I 
regret that the Government did not at a. 
very early stage, insteatl of thirteen, ~ppoint 
at least twPnty-five or thirty members to the 
Council. On every opportunity I have 
strongly recommended to the Government 
that, from my point of view, they should 

[Hon. A. A. Davey. 

sflnd up to this House sufficient represen­
tatives to see that the Government policy, 
which the people of the State have approved 
of, be carried through this Chamber. The 
hon. gentlemen in this House who arc most 
representative of the people are the thirteen 
who have lately been appointed by the 
Government. They arc not the nominees of 
the Premier alone, but are selected from a 
lotrg0r nun:·ber of representative Labour men 
b:· the representatives of the people, the 
caucus of the Government party, and have 
been elected b7 the people somewhat on the 
same linec as the members of the Senate are 
appointed in the United States. You have 
th_,,e men selected by the representatives of 
the people in conference and picked out as 
the- represr-ntativc men of their party in 
Queensland, and they have come here, in 
my opinion, with ten times more authority, 
responsibility, and representation than any 
other members of this Chamber. 

Hon. F. T. BRE:s"TNALL: That is a matter 
of opinion. 

Ho;;. F. McDO;\J:NELL: It is my opinion, 
and I think the opinion of a great number 
of people in Queensland. The bulk of us 
are here as the representative of the people 
of Queensland for the time being, but these 
gentlen:-en come in a different place 
altogether. As I said before, they are the 
representatives of the majority of the mem­
h0rs of the Legislative Assembly-the men 
who a.re responsible to the people and who 
will be called to account by the people. 

Hon. B. F,IHEY: So is everybody who is 
appointed. 

HoN. F. McDONNELL: No. The hon. 
rentleman, like myself, is simply the nominee 
of thP PHmier for the time being. (Laugh­
ter.) Thece new nomineE' arc the mnresen­
!atiyc, of the people. I say that the Minister 
m his re:narb last night about rcinforee­
mcnts next session was amplv ju.tified. \Vhat 
has this Council been doing' for the past few 
w~ck',? 'rhcy have been throwing out the 
Bllls that the Government have had a direct 
nmndate from the people to introduce into 
Parliament. Ta.ke the Iron and Steel W arks 
Bill. 

Hon. E. W. H. FowLES: That 1s going 
through. 

HoK. F. MrDONKELL: Yes, it is going 
through in the usual mutilated c mdition 
that the hon. gentleman <tccoDcpli,hcd last 
n;ght. It is made absolutPlv usele"'' and 
no splf-rP,~pecting Govern1nen£ would ~cccpt 
that Dill in the condition in which it has 
b<'cn sent back from this Chamber. I am 
not fWir_g to att,ompt to follow the hon. 
f'ontlcman in his tirade of abuse. The hon. 
g.cnt!cman, of course, can see nothin0' good 
in thio Government. HP stands up as a 
i':limon Pure, but there is a good deal of 
inconsistency about him. I do not want 
to indulge in any personalities, but I think 
I could show the hollow WH.V in which the 
hon. vent!cman has carried "on for a. very 
lonli t1mo. The Hon. Mr. Fowles went on 
in his u~ual exa,.-gerated style. The bulk of 
his stakmcnt, can nevPr be verified, because 
he has been proved av,o in and again to make 
stat.-,ments in thi; Houo-' which are abso­
lutely falw and which have been proved to 
be false. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! The hon. 
gentleman is out of order in accusing another 
hon. gentleman of making a false statement 
on the floor of this House. I must ask the 
hon. gentleman to withdraw this l'Omark. 
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HoN. F. McDONNELL: I do not desire to 
~o anything out of order. 

The PRESIDENT: I must ask the hon. 
gentleman to withdraw that statement. 

HoN. F. ::i-1cDONNELL : What statement? 

The PRESIDENT: The hon. gentleman 
made a otatcment that another hon. gentle­
man had made a false statement m this 
House, and that is entirely disorderly. I 
ask the hon. gentleman to withdraw the 
ctatemcnt. 

HoN. F. l\IcDONNELL: I withdraw that 
6tat•· ne•·t. The only thing I would like to 
;>oint 'ut is that the hon. gentleman has made 
:;tatoments in this House that have been 
a ftorwards proved to be false. I am amply 
justified in making that statement. 

Hoei'. E. W. H. FOWLES: I rise to a 
p<.int or order. I do not wish to prolong 
ti1is di··cus<,lon, but I take strong exception 
to the remarks of the hon. gentleman in 
making that last statement, and would like 
your ruling on the question as to whethe~ 
that is a satisfactory withdrawal. I know of 
no statement I have ever made in this House 
the t ha been proved to be false. 

The PRESIDENT : Order ! The hon. 
gentleman must withdraw unreservedly the 
statement that he made that the hon. gentle­
man had made a false statement, or state­
;nents, in this House which were proved to 
be false, which is really one and the same 
thing. I would ask the hon. gentleman to 
withdraw the statement. 

Hox. F. McDON:'<iELL: I withdraw the 
,tatement if it is unparli<Lmentnry. 

\n Ho:mn:ABLE MEiiiBER interjected. 
HoN. F. cllcDONNELL: The hon. gentle­

man is grunting like an old pig. 
Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: I think it is 

hardly fair for an hon. member to say that 
n senior member of the House is grunting 
likn an old pig. 

The PRESIDE!\:T: I must a'k the hon. 
gentleman to \vithdrLtw that r~atement. I 
did not cateh what the hon. gentleman said. 
but he mu·t withdraw that statement. 

Ho". F. ::\lcDOXNl',LL: I withdraw the 
oLatement, but I hope hon. gentlemen on 
the other side will contc·ol their insultin" 
interjec' ioru. If they do nut, I an1 going 
to retaliate very strongly. The Hon. l\lr. 
Davcy has ::1poken about the GoYcrnrnent 
Lllldertakings. 1 would remind the hon. 
:;e1ctlema". that he spoke here as a judiciou3 
businc~:-- rnan, w hi eh I hclievc he is. I y; ould 
like to say that all tho,o undf!rtakings arc 
simila;· to tho o which have been entnred 
upon by private indiYiduals. At the outset 
oi any big tmclcrtaking the difficulties are 
gre:1ter than they ar<' later, and after a 
year or two most d the initial difiiculties 
are sur'<Jountc .·. That is the position in 
connection l• ith th···,,e State undertakings. 
Big fortune,. have l:H> n 1nadP in the pastoral 
ir,dustry, and is it not .-cry probable that 
tho big command of monev that the Govern­
"'.ent hu.-e, and the big s"e!cctiou they have 
or. corr~pcte:nt men to .:.·un those U! ,-1crtakings, 
vnll gn·-' them a grt:ater chanc<' of making 
th'?se u!1d,crtakings prosperous than any 
pnvate mu1ndual csn have. In the parti­
cular undortakino-, t..-•. ph.;,.t~ +h~ 1--..on. gentle~ 
man referred the GoYernment are affording 
the people of Queensland very great benefits. 
Does the hen. gentleman not admit that the' 
price of me'tt has been considerably reduced 

>Yhorever the Government ha.-e Pstablished a 
State butcher·,' shop'! 'I'here is no doubt 
smno of the Govcrn1nent nnclertn kings are 
Hovel, but cvc11 iu the LJ:1crt ti111P tb0y ha,- .. ) 
Lecn in uvoration, they have sho,vn a h~..,althy 
coEditivll and good promi.,~ for th0 future. 
Th•o G.;y'--'rnrncnt h~~vc• to fare ihc sarnc risks 
as pri\·atc indiYidlut;., in cunnection with 
their undcrtakin'··,, but they arc in u better 
position to fuco tho c risks tha~1 any pri~, ~tto 
C1l1i)loycr. I£ any of tlH' entcl"prJ:::~(-3 havo 
not shown nnwh profit ao far, thcto are great 
vrosrwcts heforo thPrn. Y·{o ha\C l'{'Cll told 
that sornc of the :: "'1tio11 propv~t, ~ purchased 
bv the Goyernment cculrl be sold at a yery 
I.irge profit, and other industries en which 
the Gov~rnment haYu embarked arc in 0xactlv 
the sanw vosition. \YP have hc,ord a great 
deal about che big deficit in thf' railway 
earnings for the last finaw.ial year. but that 
is due to bad seasons. It l'.~s surprised me 
to hear hon. m'm1bCro O]liJOS'! wi, Bill so 
i)ittorly, vartienlarly ·wheu we ronmnb·~ r 
that soxne years ago a U.overrnn-nt got in~o 
power with a very small minOl'ity in the 
other place. That Government "ou:d not get 
Supply, and they incurrC'd a lal'ge amount 
(J{ e~::pcnditure \vithout Prtl'iiarncntary 
authorit.v, c:1rryin1' 011 si1nply vll th1· Gover­
nor's \varrant. \Yhat v" as the attitude tl'lccn 
up by this lious'c at that ti·:ce: Did they 
condemn that Goyernuwnt-a GoYe.:.·nrnl~nt 
which had on1v t\r~entv-bvo or t·q;~1tv-threc 
supportPrs, witE about flfty members opposed 
tc them? I think the Hon. :2\lr. Hawthorn 
i' conversant with that particular inc·ident. 

lion. A. G. C. HAWTHOECi': I have heard 
of it before. 

HoN. F. :1icDO::\'?\ELL: He ought to, 
bu~ausc he was a n1en1bcr of tho Gov).:-rnmont 
"hi eh was then rldcatcd in a lllOf t uncon­
stitutional way. 

Hon. A. G. C. HA'' THORCi': The country 
endorsed it, though. 

Hox. F. :UcDO~XELL: The country did 
not endorse it. The country en<lol',od the 
I\::id,.~toll GoYernr.nent and sent it back again. 
'l'he Hon. Robcrt l'hilp was sent for at thd 
tirne by th,_· GoYernor, L0rd Chelr~llsford~ and 
he fur-.ned a Go-·v"(rnn1ent 'vhic h \ius only 
tvv8nt~,·-t\\'O or twenty-three st_ong in the 
ether I--iouse. 

11 ")!1. R. 13EDFOTID: Bushrangc:·s th ~y \YCl'O. 

HoN. F. ]\icDO:'<ic..;ELL: Thov were prac-
tically bushra11gcr 3. ~ 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTJ:onei': You would 
n1ake a. good one. 

HoN. F. McDONXELL: The Philp Go­
vernnlAnt incurr,;'d a great deal of cxpDndi­
tun\ and the.; obtained every penny of tho 
1non~:v bv n1eans of Governor's 'vnrrants. A 
big n1ajority of the pn ,ent members of the 
Council were members at that time, but they 
did not express any indignation about the 
unconstitutiondl action of the Philp Govern­
ment. To-dav we have in power the first 
Labour Gove1:nment we have had in Quocns­
land--a GoYernment who are making big 
effort~ ag) in~;t great odds: b(lth in this Houso 
and outc.ide--:lnd when this Government ask 
for an Appropriation to pay their legit;rnate 
debt.. that have been incurred in the interesta 
of the country, they are met ,., ith abuse, 
opposition, and vilification. B<1t this is th« 
1 ast chancP th <tt this Chamber will have to 
abuse. the prP,ent Government. I am positive 
thRt, \\'hen the pt•ople of Queensland haYe an 
opportunity of giving their verdic_t on the 
GoYcrHment end on the undertakmgs that 

Hon. F. Ll1 cDon•1ell.} 
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lHlve be-en so sever( Jy r·ritirised to-r1ay in 
thi,, Chamber, they will show that, the Go­
vernment have the entire confld~nf'o of a biO' 
majority of tbc electors of Queensland. And~ 
wlwn the Go,·crnmPnt ~·et thac Pxrn··•ssion of 
confir!ence, I hone •he,· will insi-;o thn tlwv 
,,~~JI l1ave ~ufficic-nt n1(·lnbPrs 1n this Hou::=O>' tO 
pa'3 their measurec through, and that they 
will not be> dependent upon~ mombers who arc 
here onlv in th~ir mvn interests and in the 
inter0sts- of their class. bPcausE' thut is all 
we have seen here for the last counle of 
mouths. Ever:<· Bill that has been hi·ought 
hcrn to impose Jogitirnate taxation bo.s been 
rejected in the most shameful manner •md 
without any C<'rcmonv. Take the Income Tax 
Act .\mendment Bii!, which was onlv to 
apply to incomes of more than £3,000. That 
y:v' a very fair proposaL and onP that no 
man \vith an income of over .£3.000 had anv 
reason to grumhh at. The same treatment 
was meted out to the Bill which propo>0•d to 
impose a super tax on all lond~d estatf'e 
,-alued d £2.500 and upwards. Then, look 
,,t the tre~tn•ent extended to tlw Bill which 
propo:,ccl h give the GoYernment po"·or to 
IJstabli•,h the iro·1 industrv. 'Then. w" have 
an hon. member 1ikc th0. Hon. Mr. Fowles 
gcttin p; up----

I-Ion. E. \V II. Fowr.Es: 'Why nnt impose 
a hrowcrv di,·idend tnx on a pctsmwl friend 
of ~-ours? 

HoK. F. JlfcDON:'-JELL: The hon. member 
should not mv a word about brewers or 
Jicf'nsFl victuaiJars, because thev were verv 
good f•·iends io him when he stood for Forti­
tu.dc Valley. 

The PRESIDENT: Orcl.·r·! 

HoN. F. McDONNELL: Look at the 
money they subscribed for him. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! Order! 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: I take <'xcep­
tion to the hon. g-entleman',; statement. 
Neither the Licensed Victualkrs' Association 
nor any publican in Queensland gave me one 
penny for my expenses, 

Hon. R. BEDFORD: :Mr. Welsbv sa vs he 
did. . . 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: Mr. Welsbv 
owes me £46 to this dav, which he promised 
to pay, and I haYe not rl'cPived one penny 
of it. The Hon. Mr. Murphy lent me his 
motor-car, and I wrote him fl nicP letter of 
thanks. 

The PRESIDEC\JT: Order! J would ask 
hon. members to allow the speaker to con­
tinue his encech without any interjedions, 
because they only sef'm to call for rep]J. 

Hon. E. W. H. FoWLES: The hon. member 
referred to me personally. 

Hox. F. McDONNELL: 'The r"prrsenta­
tives of certain interests in this House cer­
tainly fight for those interests V<"'~' loyally: 
hut. when it comes to a question of <1 Govern· 
ment enterprise or ]f'g-itimatc taxation in the 
interests of the people, we find ihe measurf's 
of the Gov()rnmPnt receive no courtesy at all 
at the hanrh of those hon. members. On the 
contra r:<-. they receive every opnosition in 
this Charnlwr. But. when the Government 
lay before the electors the facts connected 
with this Chamhf'r, and the wav th't small 
part of their legislation that has gone throug-h 
here has been mutilate-d, and how " big por­
tion of it has been kicked -out, I think the 
people will agree that the Govm·nr.10nt have 
a very good case. So far as this Bill is con­
cerned, hon. members have not the couwge 

fHon. F. McDonnell. 

to throw it out, in Fpite of all their talk, and 
they will not throw it out. 

The PRESIDENT: Order ! 
Hon. A, G. G. H_nVTHORX: \Von't they·: 

We will see about thu.t. 
Hcx. F. MoDOI\:NELL: The Ilon. Mr. 

Ha\\ thorn, who has :ome little reputation a'" 
an ex-Treasurer. criticised this Bill. Hi, 
spe0ch was not Yery convincing : therrl wen• 
very few voints in it that commended them­
"elvcs t<J this House. Even though we do 
support the GoYcrnrnDnt o"~er h0re, son1C'­
times we are bound to be influenced by facts: 
hut the criticism o1 the hon. gentleman to­
daY was not what we might have expected 
from a man who occupied the position of 
Treasurer for some time, So far as the Hon. 
Mr. Fowles is concerned. we all anticipated 
the class of speech we would get from that 
hon. g·f?nt]{'rnan. 

Th; PRESIDE:'-JT: Order ! 
Hox. F. ~1cDONKELL: We knew exact!v 

what we might expect, and we were nut 
disappointed. We got his usual facts. I 
would not expect the hon. gentleman's 
word to carrv much more weight than 
nunc, although I do not pose as a 

financier. The position taken 
[8 p.m.] up by hon. me,mbors of this 

House in regard to the Appr<'· 
priation Bill is extraordinarv. I should like 
to refer to some other matters which the Hr;m. 
Mr. Bedford referred to, but I do not WI~h 
to get into conflict with the Chair. I will 
not sav that I hope hon. gentlemen oppositr, 
will reconsider their action in this matter. 
because I know exactly how they feeL But 
they are not game to take up an extreme 
attitude because the debts which have been 
contracted bv the Government are debts 
legitimately contracted in the int-nrests of 
Queensland, and no self-respecting House, no 
bodv of honest men, could refuse the Govern· 
merit the money to pay those debts. 

HoN. F. T. BRENTNALL: I rise to prv· 
pose an amendment to the _motion now _before 
the House. I am not gomg to detam _you 
with anv speech of mv own on the subject. 
I ca,me 'here prepared' to say something on 
this yery important question, because it covers 
an immense lot of ground, and some of that 
ground I have been over very closely latelY 
as a member of the Select Committee ap· 
pointed to inquire into unauthorised expendi­
ture bv the Government. However, I shall 
not detain vou bv making a speech. I b0g to 
moye the following amendment:-

"That all the words after the word 
' That ' be omitted, and the following 
words be inserted in lieu thereof-' before 
reading Appropriation Bill No. 4 a 
second time it be returned to the Legisla­
tive Assembly with a request that the~· 
will omit clause 2, on the ground th~t 
it is not reasonflble that J, Padiament in 
its la't session should deal with th" 
finances that properly belong to a!'d 
should be dealt with by a future Parlia­
ment.'" 

HoN. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: With regard 
to the a,menclment, I may say that there ha" 
alwavs been a dispute on the question as to 
whether we can amend a money Bill. Th<· 
Hon. Mr. McDonnell ha' twitted us with 
not being game to throw out a Bill which 
provides for the payment of d0bts properly 
incurred bv the Government. No liabilitif's 
have been" incurred by the Government b<'· 
yond the 30th June, 1918, and they ar<' 
asking in this measure for provision till 
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the 31st July, 1918. In order to do away 
with any dic,agreeableness between the two 
Chambers, we propose to send a courteous 
message to the Assemblv. That has been 
done in the ::lenate of t"he Federal Pm·lia­
ment. On the 14th December, 1916 Senator 
Gardiner moved- ' 

"That tiro House of Representativ~q 
be requested to leave out the words 
'three million two hundred and ninctv­
three thousand two hundred a11d ninet,:.' 
and to insert in lieu thereof the words 
'two million one hundred and ninety-five 
thousand five hundred and twenty­
seven.}" 

In that case the House of Representatives 
asked for three months' Supplv but the 
Senate wer·' not inclined to give 'them more 
than two months, and that motion \Yas 
carried. The Bill was sent back to thi' 
House of Representative •.. but thev did not 
agree to the request of the Senate. Lat<•r 
on, on the 15th December, another Bill was 
introduced on the motion-

" That there be granted to His Maje··tv 
for the servioe of the year ending tl1e 
30th day of June, 1917, a sum not <'X· 
ceeding £2,195,527." 

That was for two months' Supply which whs 
proposed by the Senate. Thoro wore diffi­
culties, of course, as to the powers of th0 
Senate in the matter, but eventualh· the 
House of Representatives came to the con­
clusion .that they could agree to that pro­
posal without admitting that the Senate had 
power to amend a money Bill. 

The SECRETARY FOR MI?SES : They are 
governed bv a different Constitution. ' 

HoN. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: W c are not 
proposing to amend this Bill, but we simplv 
propose in a dignified way to ask the Assem­
bly to omit the provisron for that extra 
money. and I hope the Assemblv will c·m­
sider the proposal favourably. \Ve are not 
raising any difficulty about their Supple­
mentary Estimates, althou[ h they amount to 
£1,000,000, and cover unforeseen expenditure. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I am 
glad th<; Hon. Mr. H~wthorn gave some 
explanatwn of the motiVe for the a.mend­
ment. I was inclined to question whether 
the amendment is in order or not. There is 
no doubt th'.'t that is a very moot point, 
and one whwh would take some time to 
consider. I do not rise to oppose the amend­
ment on that ground, because i;t is proposed 
to send a courteous message back to the 
Assembly; but I rise to reply to some of 
the misstatements that ha.ve been made in 
this Chamber, and to the condemnation, as 
the Hon. Mr. Davey termed it, hurled at 
the present Government. Regarding the Bill 
itself, we are not asking for anything that is 
v.ery unusual. The asking for Appropriation 
till the 30th June, 1918, is a usual pro­
cedure, but, as I have previously explained 
knowing that the election will take plac~ 
about the end of the financial vear--

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: \Vho knows? 
The SEC:RETARY FOR MINES: The 

Government know, Parliament will then 
expire by effiuxion of time, and in order that 
there should be no inconvenience caused to 
the public servants by not having the neces­
sary Appropriation granted, the Government 
are asking- for one month's Appropriation 
for the following year. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: Can you show 
us where any expiring Parliament has done 
that? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Yes. I 
am g-oing to quote from the New South 
Wales Audit Act of 1898. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: Has it ever 
been done in Queensland? 

Hon. E. \V, H. FowLES: We are not under 
New South Wa.les rule here. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Neither 
are we under Commonwealth rule here. 

Hon. E. W. H. FoWLES: Yes, we arc. 
Tha SECRETARY FOR MINES: The 

Hon. Mr. Hawthorn quoted from the Com­
momv• alth "Hansard." Therefore, I am 
right in quoting an authority in another 
State. 

Hon. P. J. O'SHEA: They have an Act 
there. 

Thr:. SECRETARY FOR ~liKES: It 
woulrl be a good thing if we had an Act 
here like it. 

Hon. P. J. O'SHEA: You have not got it 
:··et. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Section 
25 of the New South \\"ales Audit Act of 1898 
sa vs~ 

' " If before the close of any financial 
year no Act is passed granting and 
appropriating moneys out of the oon­
'olidated revenue fund to meet the re­
quirements of the next succeeding finan­
cial year, the Treasurer may pay or 
make advances against such sums as may 
be necessary to meet such ru1uirements, 
current and accruing, subject to the fol­
lowing conditions:-

(a) That the authority of the Trea­
surer hereunder shall cease immediately 
upon the passing of the Appropriation 
Act for such next succeeding financial 
year within which such authority may 
be 0xercised, and shall not in any 
event extend beyond the period of the 
first month thereof. 

(b) That upon the passing of such 
Appropriation Act all payments made 
under the authority of this section shall 
be regarded and treated for all pur­
poses as payments made out of the 
Supply granted by such Act under the 
head or class of' service appropriate 
thereto . 
. (c) That the payments hereby author­
Ised shall be at such rates and shall not 
in the whole exceed such an amount as 
would be equivalent to the authorised 
expenditure under the Appropriation 
Act for the immediatelv preceding 
fina.ncial year for a corresponding 
period of time in respect of all salaries, 
pay, wages, allowances, contracts for 
supplies, or services, rents, Treasurer's 
advauce, and other recurrent charges. 
and of all ordinary contingencies of 
any office or depa.rtment provided for 
by the Appropriation .\et for such 
immediately preceding financial year 
and set forth in the EstimGtcs relating 
thereto: 

Provided always that if the Esti­
mates of expenditure for such succeed­
ing financial year have been presented 
to the Legisla.tive Assembly before the 
thirtieth day of June in any year, and 
the rate of expenditure in such Esti­
mates is. in any case, lower for any 
service than the rate of expenditure 
authorised in the last Appropriation 
Act, the expenditure under the autho­
rity of this section shall not exceed 
such lower rates." 

Hon. A. J. Jones.] 
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The Hon. Mr. Fowles this afternoon tried 
to make the House and the country believe 
that we were a•·king for something which is 
Ycry unusual. 

lion. E. \V. H. FOWLES: In Queensland. 
The SECRETARY FOR J\liNES: I have 

quoted the exact word., of the provision in 
the New South Wales Audit Act. The hon. 
gentleman also said that the present Govern­
ment of Quc(·nsland would suppress " Han­
sard"-he knm;s very well who is suppress­
ing "Hansard"-that they would suppress 
the Auditor-General's report, and that they 
are s;1ending money illegally. It was just 
our of those vague Ptatoments of his. He 
did not quote one item of expenditure that 
was illegal when challenged by interjection. 
Certainlv he quoted the decision of the Full 
Court. ·I am not so much concerned about 
the opinion of the Full Court. The Full 
Court has been known to he wrong. 

An I-Io~OURABLE MEMBER: And prejudiced. 
The i"ECRETARY FOR MIKES: And 

prejudiced. I ~o not lmmv whether it is out 
of order-hut I say here that probably the 
Full Court ba- no -ympath;~' with the Labour 
Government. and C'pecially no sympathy 
with thio; Government. 

Hon. E. \V. I-1. FoWLES: You did not 
appeal against the decision. 

The SECRETARY FOR ::VIINI~S: I give 
another opinion. In New Z('a]and. section 44 
of the Public Revenues Act says-

" (1) If ·during tlw c·~:·ce of three 
months after the cmn1n8ncen1r>nt of any 
financial yca.r or pcricd no :\.c:t is passed 
granting and appropriating n1onP:y for 
the service thereof, the }Iinister of 
Financ0 n1ay i-.suo and pay moneys 
during such three months, hut no longer: 

" Provided that pa;~'ments in rc·1pect 
of a!lY ·-en-ice shall not cxc" •d the 
amounF of th0 unPxpenderl balance• of the 
vot.e for such s0rvice provi·ded in the 
respective Appronri at ion Act for the 
year or 118J~iod i~.1n1ediatcly preceding. 
to,-cther with an amor--.t equal to one· 
fourth part of such <oto : 

"Prm 'dcd also that no paym· nt shall 
be made for anv sen·iccs other tban those 
for whirh pro'vision wa, made in the 
rr·spcctin' Appro]wiation Act and the 
Ii;"tim'lk·· for such preceding year or 
period. or in exc''f-s of the -:·alo therein 
"Ct forth. 

"12) )dl mono:..> issLied and pai.d und,,r 
the anthoritv of this section shall be in· 
cludAd in the Eetimah's and accounts for 
the year or other period in which the 
sam(~ are paid." 

I-lon. nli:'mbc>:t krr-o1v that \\"O are nroying the 
U"ual motion for Snpplv t<J the end of the 
fin •ncitcl ;:ear -and on'e month after the 
cornincnc 'n1cnt of the next vear. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHO~X: That is the 
only unusual thing. 

The E'LCRET'ARY FOR :\1I:'\ES: I have 
quot~d precedents for cur action. If 1nv 
nwn1ory. sc,t·vr" n1,o cc;lTCctly, there is a pn~­
eodent lll Qur·t'ns,~nd. Anyhow, 'his is the 
honest thing, the proper thing to do. \Vo 
cannot be accused of not coming before 
Parliament and acquainting Parliament of 
our actions. Somebody ha· suggested that 
we could ad on tltC> GoYcrnor's warrant. 
Jf we \vent on and expended money in 
another way and paid the public sPrvants, 
the hon. member would be the first to rise in 
hi:·; place after our Govcrnnwnt "as returned 
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aiTain and say that \Ve had done wmething 
illegal. Now: we are l~tting ~arlia~ent know 
t'xactl v "\Yhat 've require. ] lllUl1CL', l reports 
f,.,vc ·b on nL rod on tlw table. Estimates 
fnr tbe ctu:r0nt ye.a1· nrr., ine1udo? as a 
schedule to th:s Bill. Tho proper thm;z to do 
is to c'JnH) l Dfore th;; II.ou f' and ask for 
.\ppropriatiou foi· the ti~np for which J;ho 
Govonnncnt know th0v v~lll rl?'quir£' 1t. ·1..he 
people wi:I know the 'fair and pr?ror thin;; 
to ·do. The hen. n,•mber vJ]·ftod the 
Government. He s:1i,J that we laid !lapers 
on the table whic·h were false; he did not 
prove it. Sine'? then I hav~· ~ad ':n oppor· 
tunHy o: sno;dnnr.{ to th0 M1n1ster Jn cb'""~-rge 
of the department he mentioned, and he said 
he gave in···' ructions that the ftg1H<"• c hould 
he compiled for him, and the·.· were corn· 
piled b.v re·ponsible efliccrs of his dcpar_t­
ment. who this afternoon e.ay that thmr 
figures tiro coiTerJ.., and the_y. 'vill defy cor­
rection. I thought the Mnw·ter ,. ould be 
a hlo to come out pretty dean in that matter. 
One otho1· statement that the hon. member 
made was that thP co't of living in Queens· 
land w"ls much higher than in any other 
State of the Commonwealth. 

I-Ion. E. \Y. H. Fowws: I said that the 
cost of living had increas·3d more in Queens­
land than in any othPr State. 

Tlw SECRETARY FOR MINES: The 
hon. member gaye the percenta£e of increase 
for certain articlb. r:Jyerybcdy k'1ows that 
the pri<.-2 of bre:vl is lower in Queensland 
than in tl1e other States. Everybody knows 
that the pr]c(· of n1f at iS- n1uch lower, be~ausc 
vf the .a.rtion of the Go-:C'rnmuit, ns pornted 
out hv the Hon. ~Jr. ;1JcDonnell. \crording 
to K;1ihbo, the Comn•onwealth StctiJtician, 
the purchasing power of money in the metro­
politan towns, taking 1,000 as the basis in 
1911, works out as follows in 1916 :-

Svdnev 1,394 
::vfelbo~1rne l,W9 
Brisbane 1.188 
Perth 1.266 
.~delai de 1,285 
Hobart 1.278 

A vcrage 1,324 
Hon. E. \V. H. FoWLES: That moans that 

the •dearest food was in Bris'1ano. 
The SECRETARY FOR MINES: If the 

hon. member wants to know the purchasing 
power of the sovereign, I will give it to 
him :-Brisbe.nc, 23s. 9d.; Sydney, 27s. 10d.; 
Melbourne, 26s. 2d.; ,\delaide, 25s. Bd.; 
Perth, 25s. 4d.; Hobart, 25s. 7d, 

Hon. E W H. FowLES : That bears m,e out 
completely-it is the lowest. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I am 
putting it in the way Knibbs puts it. That 
table gives the amount necessary on the 
average to purchase in each capital town 
what would have cost on the average £1 
in the year 1911. The hon. member knows 
that the table I am quoting from proves 
that the purchasing power of the sovereign 
is greater in Queensland than in any other 
State. A pound goes farther-you can get 
more for it, if he wants it in plainer language 
--more beef, more flour, more t·ea, more 
sugar, than in any other capital. Now, if 
the hon. n:·ember had any great charge 
against the Government, he would have made 
it; but what did he say? He made one or 
two unfounded, vague statements, and quoted 
a report from. the Select Committee appointed 
to inquire into State enterprises, and said 
that if he did his duty he would let the 
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people of Queensland know something-as 
if there was something to hide ! Does any­
body think for a moment that the hon. 
member knew anything? 

Hon. F. T. BRENTNALL : 'fhe hon member 
brought forward a motion to suppress that 
committee. 

The SECRETARY FOR MI~ES : BecausG 
it prejudged the Governrr·ent. Every mem­
ber who was appointed to that committee 
rose in his place and condemned the Govern­
ment, and then sat upon the committee. Only 
one hon. member in this House, the Hon. Mr. 
Fahey, said, "No, I could not conscien­
tiou~ .. ly sit on that committee, because I have 
made a speech condemning the actions of the 
Government." ThB hon. gentleman made 
another charge-that the Goyernment had 
something to hide regarding thB Iron and 
Steel Works Bill. I want to reply to that 
personally, bec:tuse I said last night the 
whole pa.pers could be laid on the ta~bl0 of the 
House. I orr• willing, even now, to send down 
for them and lay them on the table. There 
is nothing to hide in the matter of any agree­
ment-there is only one-and I am. not going 
t0 allow that statement· to go to the country 
as if Wl' had something up our sleeve in 
regard to that Bill. I have taken very manv 
notes of the unpleasant things the hon. mew:­
ber has said about this Government. but I 
do not think it is worth while replying to 
them. 

An HONOt:RABLE MEMBER : They cut no ice, 
anyhow. 

The SECRETARY FOR MI~ES: Getting 
back to the amendment, the Hon. Mr. Haw­
thorn explained that the Railway Department 
made a greater revenue for this Government 
than for an.c previous Government. That is 
correct. I am not complaining about that 
staterr·ent, but I do want to say that this 
Government increased the wages of an 
underpaid staff-and that is one of the 
legacies of conservatism handed down to the 
present GovNnment. So far as I am con­
cerned, I believe a surplus is alwavs better 
in thE> pockets of the people. (Hear, hear!) 
T would rather have a small deficit, especially 
in times like the--e-I am speaking person­
ally, and not so much on behalf of the 
Government--than I would underpay and 
sweat the public service, because I know that 
this country can very soon m·ake up a deficit 
with a run of good seasons. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: Which vou 
haYe had. ' 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Since 
we have come into office we have experienced 
one of the most severe droughts Queensland 
hn.s had, and it was followed bv a flood 
which caused a great deal of damage to our 
railway lines and involved a good deal of 
expenditure. This Government. assisted the 
Ol0rmont people immediately they knew they 
'vere in distress. 

Hon. E. vV. H. FOWLES: Assisted by us. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Yes, 
this Council helped us by passing the Bill. 
They helped us the other day by passing the 
Sbte Produce Agency Bill, although they 
amended it so as not to give the Governrr·ent 
th;' full power they require; they helped us 
with the Statt> Children Act Amendment 
Bill; they helped us with nearly every Bill 
J have introduced; they have helped the 
Govern!Y\ent to spend some money, and yet 
they throw out all our taxation proposals­
the Land Tax Act Amendment Bill, which 

would have given the Government power to 
raise £180,000 by a super land tax on land 
values over £3,000; the Income Tax Act 
Am·endmcnt Bill, which proposed to tax all 
incomes over £3,000; the Stamp Duties ~'l.cts 
Amendment Bill, and the Succession 
DutiBs Acts Amendment Bill-four rr•easures 
in one week. And what argument did 
they use for throwing them out? What 
arguments did they use for doing that? 
The Hon. Mr. Fowles referred to the Land 
Tax Act, and said that it would be an 
imposition on the poor farmer. Then he said: 

Why should the poor working 
[8.30 p.w..] man, with an income of £3,000, 

pay more income tax? (Laughter.) 
He thinks that that statement is goin~· 
out to the countn·. I do not think that I 
need say any InorB on this a1nenclment, except 
that the StatA enterprises hon. gentlemen 
have mentioned, as far as they have gone. 
have been hi~hly successful. irrespective of 
the reports of the Select Corrmittee appointed 
by this Council to inquire into them. If the 
Council had wanted an unbiaesed report, they 
would have included some members from 
this sid<' of the House on the committee, 
or would have constituted the committee in 
such a way that it would have been com­
posed of member; of both Houses. 

Hon. E. IV. H. FowLF'': We have got the 
Auditor-General's professional report on State 
industrial enterprises, which bears out• every 
word tho,t we say. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The 
hon. gentleman criticised the Government 
regarding State stations. Will he say that 
any m'one:v has been used illegally, or that 
the State stations n,re not profitable to the 
people of Queensland? We have given the 
people cheaper meat b~" our State butchers' 
,chops, and we are going to extend that prin­
r.iple so that the people living along the 
branch lines may be able to get cheaper 
mE'at. The day is not far distant when, if 
this Government is returned to power, 
the whole of the people of Queensland will 
be supplied with meat grown and distributed 
lJ,· the State. The hon. gentleman knows 
that the amendment he moved this evening 
is ·not acceptable to the Legislative AssE'mbly. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: That is for 
them to say. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Pro­
ha bly I have no right to anticipate the 
action of the Legislative Assem.blv, but I 
think that this Appropriation Ili11 should 
ha V<' hC>en pe ssed by this House in the form 
in v.hich it cnme from the Assembly, without 
any amendments or m'es8age or request. 

f?.:o~. E. W. H. FowLES: Without any 
criticism at all. 

The SECRETARY FOR MI::-JES: The f-J:on. 
Mr. Dave:v said that he ros0 to rrit; isp <md 
con<kmn the Government. I think criticism is 
quite ne<:essary, and HO Govcrn1nent should 
he free from or !lfraid of criticism. But the, 
charges have not been proverl, and they are 
very vng-ne, in n1:v o:1jnion. The Cnunl"!il 
chould ha\"' pasq~d this BilL or hnv<.1 thrown 
it out. as the Hon. Mr. Mt·Donncll said. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: Do vou want it 
thrown out? ' 

The SPCRETARY FOR MTNES: Tlw hon. 
g-entleman can take whatever action he, likes. 
He is n snonsible for his own actions. and I 
:un 1'0'" t)m.1:::i1;le fo:"" mine. 1\rith rewt:t·d to an 
Appropriation Bill, tho only power this Hou.;e 

Hon. A. J. Jonrs.l 
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has is to either throw it out or send il haek 
to the Assembly in the form in which it 
came. 

Hon. E. W. H. FOWLES: Oh. no; you can 
do half a dozen different things. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I have 
no objection to a courteous message being 
sent to the Legislative Assembly. 

Hon. F. T. BRENTNALL: Let it go, and we 
will finish all the sooner. 

The SECRETARY FOR MI::.-.JES: The hon. 
gent,lcn1an is getting tired) and "~Yants to go 
home. I moved the secolld reading of the 
Bill, anticipaJing that we wou)d h:1Ve sent 
it to the Aedemblv at 7 o'clock, and if tho 
hon. gentleman is" willing to let it go to the 
Assembly I am also willing. 

HoN. R. BEDFORD : I have spoken on 
the motion, but I would not h<1ve spoken on 
the amendment except that it is the usual 
vexatious thi11g which is done by the Op:•o­
sition, 1vhose opposition L appreciate, in so 
far that, while party government continues, 
an intelligent Opposition is alv•RYS a goo•d 
brake on ttny Government, as long as it is 
honest in the exercise of its rights. But ir, 
thi., ('HS<=" there. have been no renP..ons given 
for cvon interfering with the Appropriation 
Bill as it is. The Hoa. Mr. Hawthorn 
quoted some prcccd<'nt from the- Senate which 
is not on all-fours with anything that has ever 
happc·wcl in this Council. This House is 
largf 1.;: governed by th8 usage: of the House 
of Lords. 

Hon. A G. C. HAWTHORN: You are always 
thiaking of phrases, 

HoN. R. BEDFORD : I was thinking of 
the Oppositicn for tt momPnt; I was thinking 
of a Gov~rnntcnt which, while not having thf' 
confidence of the country, spent a million of 
money quite illegally. and was then firf'cl 
into out0r darkness, vvheTe I think they gnash 
their teeth unto this -da,,·, as soon as the 
elector:; could get tG them. But to show the 
general insincerity of the a!nondrncnt, the 
Hon. Mr. Fowles attempted to give the 
HousP a pC'rfPct~y "\Vrong impression as to 
all this nnfore"een cxpc;nditun, 

Hon. E. V{. II. FowLES: You are all 
having a shot at me. 

HoN. R. BEDFORD : I wani. t.l have a 
, hot at fl1e hon. gentl0;nan on this. I do not 
believe he knew anything about it, but 
sirnply s 1.id what "\vas in his mind. lie 
talked about the £220,000 for the State In'·'ll'· 
ancP Offir:e, which is n<)Ce?sar;y for the carry­
ing on of an absolutely solvent and profitable 
ronc:ern, rs if it "'.Y"f're a g€neral t·tx on the 
countr~·. It is money spent for the purpose 
of getting- a profit. In the old ·days of pri­
Yatc irn''u·anct', ihe claims only :2mounted to 
about 4d. fa~ every ls. paid. 

Hon. E. W. H. FowLEs: You are off the 
track. 

HoN. R. BEDFORD : I am not off the 
track. The hon. gentleman mentioned this 
as being nnforcs0cn f'xpenditure. 

Hon. E. W. H. FOWLES: Have tht- Govern­
mc!lt not paid £100,000 for Sta.te insurance 
without the sanction of Parliament? 

HoN. R. BEDFORD: But the hon. gentle­
rnan left the House under the ln1prr-s3ion 
thac that advance had not been paid back, 
whereas it>' :1s imml'diately repaid. The State 
Insurance Department, 'Is far as workers' 
compensation is concerned, gives 75 per cent. 
more benefit for 10 per cent. less than the 
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old premium, and will rcdl!'oe the exncndi­
turc to lr·<s thar, the ]Jrl"'Cilt record rate of 
9.28 per cent. The Ho!l. Mr. Davey said 
that ~hc:::e wns no partv in this I-Iou~e before; 
but there was. The minority over herp repre­
sent 87 per cent. of the people of the countrv, 
and the majority oyer therp represents i3 
per cent. The State Ohildmn Act Amend­
ment Bill, because there was no money item 
concerned in it, went through without any 
trouble, but there is always an attempt to 
represent this Government as a gang of 
bushrangers, whereas the greatest bush­
rangers on record were the minority. who 
never had the ,mandate of the people and 
spent £1,000,000 without authority, and should 
have been put into the graying dock or some 
other dock. 

Hon. F. T. BRENTNALL: Do you say I used 
the "\Yord " bushranger " ? 

HoN. R. BEDFORD: Yes. 
Hon. F. T. BRENTNALL: I haH' never used 

it since I came into the House. 

HoN. R. BEDFORD: I beg your pardon. 
Members on this side h<J.ve been charged with 
everything in the natur0 of dishonesty or 
fraud. EvPn the Hor,. lVfr. Fahev, havin!! 
lost an umbrella, puts up an adv;;rtisement 
on the Government side of the House. I 
can assure him that the Government have not 
got his umbrella. They wou],d not be seen 
with it. (Laughter.) While speaking this 
aftc~rnoon on the question of censorship I was 
stopped hcc.m'e the question of "Hansard " 
No. 37 was then sub judice. It is that no 
longer. I am very glad to say that the 
Government has won. and that tlH• case has 
he,~n g:ive-n ag11inst tlH~ Co1nrnonwealth. with 
20 guineas costs. The amendment is alto­
gether vexatious and ridiculous, and I hope 
the House will not insist on it. 

Question--That the words proposer] to be 
omittPd (Hon .. lfr. Brcntna/l's amendment) 
ste.nrl part of the question--put and nega­
tiYed. 
Question~That the words proposed to be 

inserte-d (Hon. Jfr. Brentnall' s amenrlment) 
he so inserte·d~pLit and pass<'d. 

Question, as R.mended, put and 1)a~,,ed. 

MESSAGE TO ARSEMBLY, No. 1-REQUESTI!W 
OMISSION OE CLAUSE 2. 

"Mr. Speaker,-
" The Legislative Council having come 

to the following resolution, viz. :-'That 
'before reading Appropriation Bill No. 4 
a second time, it be returned to the 
Legislative Assembly with a request that 
they will omit clause 2 on the g-rou!1d 
that it is not reasonable that a Parlia­
ment in its last session should deal with 
the finances that properly belong to, and 
should be dealt with b:v, a future Parlia­
ment,' beg now to intimate the same to 
the Legislative Assembly, and herewith 
,·etLirn the Bill." 

STATE IRON A::-.JD STEEL WORKS BILL. 

MESSA'1E Fao:-.r AssP:UBLY, No. 2. 

The PRESIDENT announced the receipt 
from the As<emblv of a message stating that 
the Assembly insisted on their .Jis·,greement 
to the f'ouncil's amendments upon which the 
Council had insisted. 

The message was ordorP-d to be taken into 
consideration at a later hour of the sitting. 



Land Act [6 D:rr:c:rr:~mER.] Amendment Bill. 3711 

LA~D ACT A:\1ENDMENT HILL. 
SECOND READINC--RESUMPTI0-'1 OF DEBATE. 

HoN. A. H. WHITTINGHAM: This 
important Bill hae been looked for with a 
great deal of interest by the man on the 
land for some months past. As all will 
remembe1·, in the Governor's Opening Speech 
a further amendment of the Land Act of 1910 
was mentioned, and pastoralists and others 
were somewhat concerned as to the extent 
to which the amendment of the Act would 
go. The Bill has come to us at last, and I • 
must say that it is mther strange that such 
an important measure, ~ontaining what are 
known as the repudiation clauses, should 
have been le£t till such a very late period 
of the session. However, I suppose the 
Government have their own reasons for 
delaying its introduction till this late hour, 
and we must deal with it, now that it has 
come before us. The Bill eontains nine 
clauses. Clause 2 proposes to repeal the 
proviso in section 43 of the principal Act, 
which lays down the limit of increments 
when pastoral rents are being reassessed­
a limitation which, in one form or another, 
hns found a place in all Land Acts since 
1869. Clause 4 makes a simil>tr amendment 
with respect to the rents of grazing selec· 
tions, and clause 9 makes an an1end1nent in 
the same direction in Schedule II. Clause 3 
proposes w 'Lmcnd section 53 (a) of the 
principal Act, which also deals with pastoral 
holdings and grazing selections. I do not 
intend to refer to the clauses m detail, be­
cause that is more a matter for Committee. 
No doubt, there are eertain amendments 
required in lhe Act of 1910, anl probably 
the Government ha vo every right to seek to 
amend the Act in those directiom Person­
ally I have no intention of opposing those 
six 'clauses, hnt I understand the Minister 
will not insist en the passage of clauses 2, 4, 
and 9, to which I have already referred. I 
would like to ha vc an assurance from the 
hon. gentleman on that point. Before the 
Bill goes into Committee, I think it is my 
duty to give a brief resume of the pro­
visions of the various Land Acts since 1869 
with respect to reappraisements of pastoral 
rents for the benefit of hon. members who 
were not here when this question was last 
before us. Before doing so, for their infor­
mation, I might ste.te th.at the proviso in 
section 43, which it is proposed to repeal by 
clause 2 of the Bill, reads-

" Provided that, with respect to all 
pastoral holdings mentioned in the second 
schedule, ·except when otherwise expressly 
stated in the said schedule, the annual 
rent for each period after the first shall 
not exceed the annual rent payable for 
the next preceding period by more than 
one-half of the annual rent payable for 
such preceding period." 

Ill plain language, that means that, when 
pastoral rents are to be reassessed, the Land 
Court has not the power to increase the rents 
bv more than 50 per 'lent. By repealing that 
proviso, the Land Court will have the power 
to increase pastoral rents to whatever ex­
tent they think fit. 0lause 4 will give them 
a similar power with respect to grazing selec­
tions. I now propose to give a brief history 
of the restriction or limit'ation seetion, from 
which hon. members will see that there never 
has been a time when some form of restric­
tion to increases of rent upon reas.sessment 
did not exist. 

Land Act, 1869.-In the leases issued under 

this Act the rents were definitely fixed for 
the first period of the lease at Ss. per square 
milP, the second at 10s.. and the third at 
15s. There v1as a proviso for reappraise­
mer<t, but the rent was not to be less than 
7s. nor more than 15s. for the 6econd period, 
and for the third not less than 12s. nor more 
than £1 Se. This continued until the passmg 
of the Land Act of 1884. 

Land Act, 1884.-"C'ndor this the rent was 
to be computed according to the number 
of square miles, dense scrub, ranges, etc., 
being omit'ted. "C'nder this Act a board, 
which afterwards became the Land Court, 
was constituted, and, under section 30, sub­
section (3), the rent was to be determined by 
the board, but was not to exceed £4 10s. nor 
be less than 10s. 

Land Act, 1886.-Two vears after the pass.. 
ing of the above the Crown Land Act of 
1886 was passed, making the following pro­
vision (section 8) :-''The annual rent for 
each period after the first shall not exceed," 
etc., "by more than one-half," etc. 

Land Act, 1897.-The next step is the Land 
Act of 1897, which contained the same pro­
vision as the Act of 1884-that is, the rent 
be not less than Ss. nor more than £4 10s. 
per square mile (section 64, subsection (3)). 

Land Act, 1902.-This Act passed with a 
view of reconstructing the pastoral leases, 
making provision for parts being from time 
to time available for selection. and giving 
greater security of tenure for the balance. 
It did not touch the question of rent gener­
ally, but it contained a clause (section 11) 
whereby a reassessment of rent was to be 
made in the event o£ any public works being 
executed at or near the holding. (Special 
Arl, passed by a then Liberal Government to 
induce settlement on drought-stricken areas.) 

Land Act, 190S.-The pastoral tenants were 
not coming under the Land Act o£ 1902 suffi­
ciently to satisfy the wishes of the> Govern­
ment. The disastrous drought which had 
preceded and terminated in 1902 had left 
the greater part of them in the position in 
which they could not proceed further without 
financial a&,istance, r.nd that could not be 
obtained unless definite terms of lease and 
rents were QTanted. To meet this difficulty, 
the Morgan-Kidston Government pa•.sed the 
Land Act of 190S, which re-enacted the clause 
limiting the power of the court to increase 
the rent beyond 50 per cent of the rental 
for the preceding period. The Government 
were supported at that time by the Labour 
party, and, without that support, the Bill 
could not have been passed. 

Land Act, 1910.-This Act was merely in­
tended to be :1 consolidation Act, but the 
Government at the time, in drawing it. 
omitted the restriction clau<>e (being the 
present proviso to section 43). When, how­
ever, it was shown to them that this restric­
tion was used as an incentive to pastoralists 
to come under the 1902 Act, and that to drop 
it after they had corr,e in >yould be a deliber· 
ate breach of faith with them, the Govern­
ment determined to reinsert. and did reinsert, 
th8 clause. Reference to " Hansard " at 
the time the 1905 Act was brought in will 
show that the Govemment of the time con­
sidered the Act was necessary, as, though 
the 1902 Act had be·'n in force for two years, 
a great number of pastoral leeBees still 
declined to bring their properties and leases 
under that Act. 

As I believe the Minister is prepared to give 
way with respect to clauses 2, 4, and 9, 

Hon. A. H. Whittingham.] 
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although I have a good de~tl more that I 
might say, I have no wish to prolong my 
speech at this stage. There is only one 
point to which I might niake a brief refer­
ence. A question wa.s asked in another place 
a little while ago as to the number of pas­
toral holdings and grazing farms that would 
b,e affected by the removal of the present 
]imitations, and the information supplied was 
that it would affect 1,261 pastoral holdings 
and 2,449 grazing farms, so that it will be 
seen that a vcrv ~onsiderable number of 
individuals will be_ directly affected by the 
pmsage of these clause•. In 1915, when a 
similar Bill was before us, a free conference 
was held between representatives of the two 
Houses. As a member of that conference, 
I may say that I am somewhat surprised to 
find these three clauses reintroduced in this 
Bill, because in 1915 the representatives of 
the other Chamber gave way comnletely on 
these repudiation chuses, and it i·; therefore 
somewhat surprising to find them submitted 
to us again so soon I shall support the 
second reading of th•J Bill. but I hope that in 
Committee the repudiation clauses will be 
excised. 

HONOc.RABLE )\'[EMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
[9 p.m.] 

Question--That the :Dill be now read a 
f·pcond time-put and nassed. 

The committal of thA Bill was made an 
Order 'lf the Day for " iater hour. 

APPROPRIATI(!N BILL, No. 4. 

MESSAGE FROM ASSEMBLY, No. 1-FREE 
CONFERENCE. 

The PRESIDENT .announced the rec,'ipt 
from the Assembly of the following message:­

" Mr. President,--
" The Legislativ'l A"sembly having 

considered the Legislative Council's mes­
sage of thi,, dav's ddc, relative to the 
Appropriation Bill, No. 4, request a free 
conference with the Legislative Council 
with a view of arriving at a mutual 
agreement with respect to the said Bill. 

" The Legislative Assembly appoint 
the Hon. T. J. Ryan and the Hon. E. G. 
Theodore to be the managers to repre­
sent them at such conference, and name 
No. 1 CmY:mittee Room, Legislative 
Assembly, to be the place, the confer­
ence to be held forthwith. 

"\V. McCoRMACK, 
"Speaker. 

"Legislative Assembly Chamber, 
"Brisbane, 6th December, 1917." 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I 
move-

~'That the LC'gi~h .. tive Counrll agree to 
the . frc? confer<mce requested by the 
Leglf'labve As::-~mbj/ in it.:.( mf -.ao;c 11: 
6th December on the subject of the Ap­
propriation Bill, Xv 4." 

Question put and pa cd. 

The SECRETAR \~ FOR )liKES: 
ll10YC-·-

" T!:at the free conference be held in 
the Le~i,,:iatiYe (.;{JlUWil\i Coinii~ii iee 
Room, No. 1, at 9.15 o'clock p.m. this 
day, and that the managers thereof on 
behalf of the Council be the Hon. Mr. 
Hawthorn, the Hon. Mr. Hall, and the 
Hon. Mr. Fowles." 

Question put and pas-;ed. 

f.Hon. A. H. TVhitt,inglwm. 

MESf'AGE TO ASSEMBLY, No. 2. 
The following message was ordered to be, 

sent to the Assembly:-
" Mr. Speaker,-

" The Legislative Council agree to the 
free conference requested bv the Legisla­
tive Assembly in their message of date 
6th December, on the subject of the 
Appropriation Bill, No. 4. 

"The Legislative Council name No. 1 
Committee l~oom, Legislative Council, to 
be the place, and 9.15 o'clock p.m. thi' 
day to be the hour and date of meeting. 
and appoint the Hon. E. \V. H. Fow]e,. 
the Hon. T. M. Hall, and the Hon. 
A. G. C. Hawthorn to be the managero 
thereof in their behalf." 

At ten minutes pa. t 9 o'clock p.m., 
The PRESIDE?\'f s.cid : I shall regum~ 

Chair at such time as t~·e bell }c; rung bv 
'C'sher of the Black Rod 

At twenty minutes to 10 o'clock p.m., 
The PRbiDEXT rc··u'ned the chair. 

LAND AC'f AMENDMENT BILL. 
Cm.r:vriT1'EE. 

(Hon. TV. Ji. 1'aylor in the chai1·). 
Clause 1 put and passed. 
Clause 2-" A.rnendment of section 43-

IIeassessment of prrstoral holdings "-put and 
negatived. 

Clause 3 put and passed. 
Clause 4-" Amendment of section 109-

I/cllsscs,mzent of gra~ing selections "-put 
and negatived. 

Clauses 5 to 8, both inclusive, put and 
passed. 

Clause 9-" Amcndrn1 nt of Schedule !I.­
Special conditions in l"'ases of pastoral 
holdings "-put and negatived. 

The Council resumed. The CHAIR:v!AN re· 
parted the Bill with amendments. The 
report vms adopted. 

THIRD READING. 
On the motion of the SECRETARY FOR 

MINES, the Bill was rea·d a third time, 
passed. and ordered to be returned to the 
Assembly by message in the usual form. 

At elm·o" minutes to 10 o'clock p.m., 
'fhe PRESIDENT left the chair, and re­

sumed it at four minutes past 10 o'clock. 

STATE IRON AND :':,TEEL WORKS BILL. 
CoNSIDERA1'IO:-! TN Co,nnTTE'. oF AssEoiBLY's 

MESSAGE, No. 2. 
(Hon. 1!'. F. Tay·ar in the chair.) 

Clause 3-
The i<ECHE'I'ARY .FOR ::\H:\'ES mowd-

" That the Committee do not further 
insist on the omission of the words in 
clause 3. lines 12 ic 16. and on the insel·­
tion, in lieu thereof, of the words on 
lines 16 to 19." 

Question put and ne .ra tivcd. 
HON. '\. G. C. TlA 'STHORK moycd--· 

"That the Committee do ftnther insist 
o:1 Lh,eir ~mcr;~mo,lt, for the r0:.sons pre­
V!uu~JY ~1V8il. 

Question put rmd pa'''ecl. 
Tlw :OECRET . .\RY FOR l\1DlES moved­

" That the ComTiittcc do not further 
insist on their amendn1ents in clause 3. 
lines 40 to 42." 

Question put and negatived. 
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HoN. A. G. C. HA \VTHORX moved-
" That the Committee do further insist 

on their amendm.ent on l!nes ~0 to 42, for 
the reasons prevwusly g1ven. 

Question put and pase<ed 
The SECRE'I'ARY FOR ::VliNES moved­

" That the Committee do not further 
insist on their amendment on lines 53 to 
55." 

Question put and negatived. 
Ho;,;.~\. G. C. HA\VTHORX moYed-

" That the Comnittee ·do further insist 
upon their amendment in lines 53 to 55, 
for the rt?asons prcYiously given.' 1 

Question put ar:d pae~ed. 
The SECRETARY FOR ::\II:'\ES moved­

" That the Committee do not further 
insist on their amendment on page 3, 
lines 16 and 17." 

Question put and negatived. 
HoN. A. G. C. HA \YTilORl'\ moved~ 

" That tho Committee do further insist 
upon their amendmcmt on page 3. lines 16 
and 17, for the reasons previously given." 

Question put and passed. 
The SECRETARY FOR ::\li::\'ES moved­

" That the Committee do not further 
insist on their amendment on page 3, 
lines 55 to 57.'' 

Qu~3tion put and n0gatived. 
HoN. A. G. C. HA WTHORJ'< moved-

" That the Committee do further insist 
Poon their amendment on page 3, lines 
55 to 57~ for th1~ reasons previously 
given.'' 

Question put and passed. 
Clause 9 (now 8)-
The SECRETARY FOR JYII:'\iES moved­

" That the Committee do not further 
insist upon their amendments in clause 9 
(no" 8)." 

Question put and negrrtived. 
Hox. A. G. C. HA \VTHORX moved-

" That the COIP'nittee do further insist 
upon their .amendment in clause 9 (now 
8), for the reasons previously given." 

Question' put and passed. 
On clause 10 (now 9i-
The SECRETARY FOR ::YIINES moved­

" That the Com"mittee do not further 
insist upon their d.mendment in clause 10 
(now 9)." 

Question put and negatived. 
HoN . .A. G. C. HA \VTHORN moved-

" That the Committee do further insist 
upon their amendment in. clause 10 (now 
9), but offGr to ihert. aft.er the words 
'one hundred,' on line 7, the words 'and 
fiftv.'" 

Question put and pac,sed. 
New clause 11-
The SECRETARY FOR MINES moved­

" That the Committee do not further 
insist on the insertion of new clause 11." 

Question put and negatived. 
HoN. A. G. C. HAWTHORN moved-

" That the Committee do further insist 
upon the insertion of new ehmse 11 for 
the reasons previously given." 

Question put and passed. 
Title-
The SECRETARY FOR MINES moved-

" That the Committee do not further 
insist on their amendment in the title, 
omitting the words ' and other industries, 
and for other purposes.' " 

Question put and negatived. 

1917-lOs 

Hox. A. G. C. HA \YTHORN moved-
" That the Committee do further insist 

on their amendment in the title, for the 
reasons previous]v given." 

Que,tion put and passed. 
The Council resumed. The CHAIRMAN re­

ported that the Committee had further 
insisted on one of their amendments with 
an amendment, and had further insisted on 
their other amendments. The report was 
adopted. 

MESSAGE TO AsSEMBLY, No. 3. 
The Bill was ordered to be returned to the 

Assembly with the following message:­
"Mr. Speaker,-

" The Legislative Council having had 
under consideration the message of the 
Legislative Assembly of date 6th Decem­
ber, relative t,o the State Iron and Steel 
Works Bill, beg now to int·imate that 
they-

" Further insist on their amendments 
in clause 10 (now 9), but offer the follow­
ing further amendment :-On line 7, 
after ' hundred' to insert ' and fifty'; 
and 

" Further insist on their other amend­
rr·ents in the Bill, including the amend­
ment in the title, to which the Legisla­
tive Assembly have insisted on dis­
agreeing.'' 

L.\XD ACT AMENDMENT BILL. 
MESSAGE FROM ASSEMBLY. 

The PRESIDE::\'T announced the receipt of 
a message from the Assembly agreeing to the 
Council's amendments in this Bill. 

APPROPRIATION BILL, No. 4. 
FREE CoNFERENCE--REPORT OF MANAGERs. 

Hox. A. G. C. HA WTHOR::'i": I have to 
present the following report from the free 
conference :-

" The managers of the free conference 
upon the subject of the Legislative Coun­
cil's amendments in the Appropriation 
Bill, No. 4, have met the managers of the 
LegislatiYe Assembly in free conference, 
and after discussiOn an agreement was 
come to as follows :-

" That clause 2 of the Bill be amended 
as follows :-On page 2, line 34, omit 
the words ' five hundred ' and insert the 
words ' two hundred and fifty' ; on lines 
35 and 36 omit the words ' two hundred 
and fifty ' and insert the words ' one 
hundred and twenty-five'; on lines 38 
and 39 omit the words ' one hundred 
and fifty ' and insert the words ' seventy­
five.'" 

SECO~D READING. 

Questwn-That the Bill be now read a 
second time-put and pass,ed. 

Co;uMITTEE. 

(Hon. W. J?. Taylor in the ehair.) 

Clause 1 put and passed. 
On clause 2-" Appropriation"-
HoN. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: He had 

some little doubt about the arrangement 
made with regard to the State Iron and Steel 
Works Bill, and he should like the Minister 
to explain the matter. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: He 
thought he ,made it pretty clear the previous 
evening that if certain amendments were in-

Don . .A. J. Jones.] 
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sisted upon by the Council the Bill would be 
useless to the Governmed, and would pro­
bably be los,;. As a matter of fact. three or 
four hon. gentlemen on the other sid0 accused 
him of endeavouring to intimidate the House, 
and said he made a threat. He said now 
that the Council had no right to amend the 
Bill in the direction in which thcv had 
amended it, and that it was an infringement 
of the rights of the Assembly. 

Hon. E. W. H. FowLES: Certainly not. 
The SECRETARY FOR MIXES: Hon. 

gentlemen the other night offered to amend 
clause 9 by increasing the amount the Go­
vernment might expend from £100,000 to 
£150.000. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: \Vhich you 
agreed to. 

The SECRETARY FOR MI~ES : He 
agreed that the Bill should go back to the 
Asse,mbly as so amended. Hon. gentlemen 
want,ed him to move the amendment, but he 
said he would not do so, as he knew the use­
lessness of trying to start the iron and steel 
industry with anv limitation at all. That 
was the stand he' took all through the Bill. 
Hon. members had insisted upon their 
amendments in clauses 8 and 9, and the Go­
vernment felt that the amendments of the 
Council had restricted them to such an 
extent that the Bill would be useless. 

Hon. T. J. O'SHEA: Evidently the Govern­
ment do not want the Bill. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIXES: The 
amount of work the Government had 11.lready 
put into the matter was evidence that thev 
did want the Bill. They ,might not spend 
£100,000 in six months or in twelve months, 
but the amendment limiting their expenditure 
to that amount was an infringement of the 
rights of the A~'>embly. 

Hon. E. \V. H. FowLES: Not at all. 
The SECRETARY FOR MIXES: The 

Council had no right to amend a money 
clause in the Bill. 

Hon. E. W. H. FowLES : There is no in­
crease or reduction in taxation in that amend­
ment. 

The SECRETARY FOR lVIIJ\iES: Th.o 
message from the Governor did not place 
anv limit on the amount that was to be 
appropriated. 

An Hmi"OURABLE lVIE}IBER: Go without the 
Bill. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: They 
would not go without the Bill, because the 
Bill w~uld be passed by the people. He was 
not gomg to allow the hon. member to say 
that the Government were not sincere with­
out contradicting him. 'If they were not 
sincere, would they ha Ye had a. geologist 
doing nothing else since July but investi­
gating their iron deposits, etc., or made all 
the necessary arrangements they had made 
or made the a.greement with the lcosee of 
the Mount Biggenden Mine? 

Hon. T. J. O'SHEA: You told us that 
your total expenditure was only £300 to 
date. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: As a 
matter of fact, he had a statement regarding 
the legislation thrown out by the Council, 
which he proposed to make when moving 
the adjournment. He had pleaded with the 
Council to give thc>m a.n opportunity to 
launch out, but members saw blood in every 
clause of the Bill. 

An HoNOURABLE ME:IIBER: You do not want 
the Bill. 

[Hvn . .A. J. Jones. 

The SECRETARY FOR :1IIXES: Thev 
did want the Bill. and the people knew tha"t 
they \Yere sincere in the n1atter. 

Hon. \V. STEPHEXS : You told us vourself 
you did not want more than £100,000. 

The SECRETARY FOR ::'IIIXES: He 
never did, and hon. members would find 
that that was so if they read up his speeches 
in '' Hansard." HP always opposed the 
limitation. As a matter of fact, he knew 
that the most mode-.t estimate of the cost 
of steel and iron works was £500,000, and 
he used the arguments that if a man set out 
to build a house costing £300 he would not 
restrict himself to £100. No self-respecting 
Government was to be limited to the extent 
of a few paltrv thousands of pounds. As a 
matter of fact,· they probably could recommit 
clauses 8 and 9? 

Hon. E. \V. H. FOWLES: That is the funny 
business elause 1 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: There 
was no funny business. The only funny 
business in th.~ Chamber was the hon. mem­
ber himself. He had been indulging in wild 
statements-most exaggerated and incorrect 
statements. 

The CHAIRl\IA:\': Order! I would call 
the attention of the hon. member to the fact 
that the question before the Committee is­
That clause 2, as read, stand part of the 
Bill. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: He 
was not going to allow the Hon. Mr. Fowles 
to interject that there was funny business 
without contradicting him. He had spent 
half an hour on the Bill that night contra­
dicting missta.tements that the hon. member 
had made. 

Hon. R. BEDFORD: It tah' half the time 
of the session to do that. 

The SECRETARY FOR }liNES: Half 
their time had been taken up replying to 
i!harges which had been put into " Hansard" 
with a Yiew to getting them before the 
country. 

Ho:-.;. A. G. C. HA WTHORK: The Minis­
ter explained at considerable length his idea 
of the a.greement the:-· came to. His own 
idea was entirelv different. The Minister 
came over there and they made an arrange­
ment by which they were to gh-e an extra 
£50.000 and he would g·iye wa,- on the other 
amendments. The:-· were afraid of clause 8, 
and he was more than ever afraid of it now. 
He was more than ever cmwinccd that it was 
loaded. If the Asscmblv liked to throw out 
the Iron \Varies Bill, le( them do so. (Hear, 
hear 1) 

On the motion of the HoN. A. G. C. HAW­
THORX, the clause. which read-

" 2. There shail and may be issued and 
appli0d, tmnn·ds making good the Sup­
plies granted to His MajE<,ty for the 
service" of the year ending on the thir­
tieth dav of June. one thcmsand nine 
hundred" and nindeen, the sums follow-· 
ing. that is to say~ 

From the consolidated re\·enue fund 
of Quf·ensland, exdusive of the moneys 
standing to the credit of the loan fund 
account. the sum of five hundred thou­
sand pounds ; 

From the trust and specia.l funds the 
sum of two hundred and fiftv thousand 
pounds; • 

From the moneys standing to the 
credit of the loan fund account the 
sum of one hundred and fifty thousand 
pounds," 
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·was amended to read-
" 2. There shall and may be issued 

and appli<•d, towards ma.king good the 
Supplic•s granted to Hi, ""lajesty for the 
services of the year ending on the thir­
tieth dav of J nne. one thousand nine 
hundred· and ninE'teen, the sur1s follow­
in~. th~t i~ to say-

From the consolidated revenue fund 
of Queen>land, exclusive of the moneys 
standing to the credit of the loan fund 
account. the sum of two h•~ndred a.nd 
fifty thousand pounds; 

From the trust and special funds the 
sum of one hundred and twenty-five 
Thousand pounds ; 

From the monevs standing to the 
credit of the loan' fund ac,count the 
sum of seventy-five thousand pounds." 

Clauses 3 to 8, both inclusive, schedule, 
and preamble, put and pa,sed. 

The Council resumed. The CHAIRMAN re-
ported the Bill "·ith an:•endments. The 
report was adoph•d. 

'.rHIRD RE.\DING. 
On the ~otion of the SECRETARY FOR 

MINES, the Bill "as read a third time 
and passed. 
MES~AGE TO AssE~IBLY, :::\o. 3-A~rEND~IENT 

MADE BY Co~:xcrL AS RESuLT oF FREE 
CoxFEREXCE. 

The Bill was ordered to be retur1wd to 
the Assembly with the following message:­

" 1Ylr. Speaker,-
" The Legislati>e Council have this 

day agreed to the Bill intituled ' A Bill 
to Apply Certain Sums of Money out of 
the Consolidated Revenue Fund to the 
Service of the Y E'ars ending on the last 
days of ,June, 1918 and 1919, and certain 
further Sums to the Service of the Year 
endhi on the last day of June, 1917, and 
to Appropriate the Supplies granted in 
the present Session of Parliament,' with 
the amendments indicated by the accom­
panying schedule, which were agreed to 
as a result of the free conference between 
the two Houses. The LE'gislative Coun­
cil accordingly request the concurrence of 
the Legislative Assembly in these amend­
mC'nts.·· 

At three minutes to 11 o'clock p.m., the 
PRESIDEXT left the chair, resuming it at 
twenty minutes past 11 o'clock p.m. 

STATE IRO::\' A::\'D 3'f'EEL \VORKS BILL. 
IllESSAGF FP.0)1 A· SE'IBLY DECL.\.RIXG BILL 

"LDST." 

The PRESIDEXT announcE'd the receipt 
from the .\ 'seJi1bly of the following 
n::cssagc :-

" :Ylr. President,-
" The LE'c:i·lative Assembly having had 

under consideration the Legislative Coun­
cil's message of this day's date, insisting 
on their amendments in the State Iron 
and Steel Works Bill, to which the Legis­
lative AE•;embly have already disagreed. 
beg now to intimate that the Legislative 
As·embly being llnable to concur in the 
said amendments, the Bill, in the terms 
of tlw Parliamentarv Bills Referendum 
Act of 1908, is now lost. 

" \V. McComrACK, 
"Speaker. 

"Legielative Assembly Chamber, 
"Brisbane, 6th December, 1917." 

APPROPRIATICl:\' BILL. Xo. 4. 
:MESS.\GE FRO)! AssDIBLY No. 2-AGREE}ff.NT 

\VITH CorNCIL'~ A::\IExrntE~Ts xorr TO BE 
REG.\RDED .iS PltEC'ED::>_-:~~T 02 H,IGHT OF 
Cou:-;crL TO A~IEXD .\X APPROPRL\TION BILL. 

The PRESIDE::\'T ,umou!Jccd the receipt 
from the A ,,embly of the £ollbwing 
rrWf"',agc :-

" :Ylr. President,-
" The Legislative Assembly having 

had under consideration the Legislative 
Council's message of this day's date re­
lative to the Appropriation Bill, :1\o. 4, 
beg now to intimate that the,-

" Agree to the amendments' in the sa.id 
Bill. 

" The Legislative Assembly desire it 
to be understood that they agree to this 
unusual procedure (being the result of a 
free conference) for the purpose of 
facilitating the passage of the Bill, but 
on no account is it to be regarded as a 
precedent or an admission of the right of 
the L:egislath-e Council to amend an 
Appropriation Bill. 

" \V. McCoRMACK, 
"Speaker. 

" Legislative Assembly Chamber, 
"Brisbane, 6th December, 1917." 

SPECIAL ADJOL'RN:\IENT. 

CLOSE OF SESSION. 
The SECRETARY FOR MINES moved-­

" That the Co•mcll, at its rising, do 
adjourn until Thursday. 27th Der:ember." 

Queetion put and pM~<-d. 

ADJOURK::.\IENT. 
V ALEDlCTORY 0 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I beg 
to move-That the Council do now adjourn. 
As this is the clo>o of the sPssion, I would 
like to sav a. few WOl'rlo. IHear, hear!) f 
think I w~uld be less a man and more of a, 
hypocrite if I said that I was satisfied that 
the legislation of the Government has been 
treated in this House in a manner such a.s I, 
a; the rep1·esentative of the Government, 
;,·ould have lilwd it to b., treated. Naturally, 
I would have liked. to se<' the whole of the 
menSUl'<'' introduc0d bv thf Government car­
ried. Hcnvever, I did ·,,ot have my own way 
pnJ :relY in the mattc•r. Some of the Bills 
he: ,.c L -''I' thro·sn right out; others have 
been mutil&ted. 

Hon. B. FAHEY: .:\'a-improved. 
The SECRETARY FOR MlXES: How­

ever, tha.t i;c a matte1· fnr the majority of th-3 
Council. I do not want to be hypocritical in 
the matter. I am IV)t satisfied that the 
Chamber, as a whole, has done the rigM 
thing ir1 thro\dng o~1t- certain legislation, 
especiaJI:, the measures t;wt han; been thrown 
out in the dying ho•_lrs of the ,,ession. But, 
apart from that. I want to e e.y, as the repre­
sentative of the Gover:r.nent, that I am very 
satisfied with the trca'.ment that has been 
mt:'ted out to mo pcrsonn.lly. (Hear, hear!) 

Hon. E. F.\HF.Y: YoC~ dE'sened it. 
The SECRETARY .FOR :\liNES: The 

other difference is a pditical difference. I 
want also to thank tho vfficer' of the House 
and the "Hansard" , laff-(Hcar, hear!)­
for the valuable sen·ic•?s thev have rendered 
during the session. Al thi~ period of the 
year, "'~hen we are ··1rawing near to the 
anniYersary of tlw birth of Chl'i<t. the Prince 
of Peace, though the '";rld is not at peace, 
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the usual thinp; is to ·,·,ish hon. members a 
very happy Christmas, but on this occa­
sion I think we in A liStralia cannot be as 
truly happy as we would like to be thi; 
Yuletide-(Hear, hear !)-because so many 
of our brave Australir,'l sons are fighting at 
the front. They are not having the merry 
time that we would likt• them to have-(Hear, 
hear ! )-and therefore it is not a time for us 
to be merry. As a r•,ai.ter of fact, it is a 
time for us to n1ake some little sacrifices, 
probably g-reater sacrifices than we have made 
in the past. However, I do quite sincerely 
wish that hon. gentbn1en may have a well­
earned rest and enjo:f good health and as 
much h'lppiness as \Ye ,m in times like the 
present, when we know that so many of our 
relatives, friends, and others are suffering, 
and when some haye been laid to rest. I 
hope that we shall meet here again, perhaps 
in a better frame of noind politically than 
we are in this evenirt.~~' and that when we 
do meet victory will have been won and the 
war terminated with bonour to our CDuntry­
(Hear, hc'ilr !)-that "1anv of our Australian 
soldiers will come hack::__we cannot expect 
them all to come back-and engage in our 
industries, and that the world will once more 
be at peace. 

IloXOl'RABLE ::'vlE:liBE!l:l: Hear. hear ! 

HoN. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: I should 
like to reply to the few words the Minister 
ha•, said with reference to the business of the 
House. 1\atnrally, he is not satisfied. To a 
certain extent we reg-ret that, hut had he 
been sati.~fied we certainlv should not have 
he en, and the country wott!d not have been. 
Any Bills w<l have passed out or a.mended 
have boon passed out or amended from a 
sense of duty. }lore particularly is that the 
case with regard to the taxatior:. and money 
Bills we haye recentlv dealt with. vVe have 
done our dutv with refcrBnce to those mea­
sures, and the reason we dealt with them in 
the "ay we did was because we considered 
that the Governm<'nt \Yore extravagant. and 
\VO desired to prevent then1 putting'"' exc(-"s9ive 
taxation on the people. We hope and fee] 
sure. that what we have done will meet with 
the approval of the majority of the J1eople of 
Queensland. As to the personal fclicitatiom 
offered by the hon. gentlemen to members of 
the House, I am sure we all reciprocate his 
good wishes. \Ye have certainly had from 
the Minister a great n1easure of forbearance, 
and his conduct has been such that w<> could 
not raise any cbj~ction to it. HP has met us 
in n1ost cas-es very fairly, but, of course, we 
have to complain that he h&s not given 
us as much as we should have liked to haYe 
got. However, that was no doubt becailse 
of the position he holds as a Minister of the 
Crown. I hope,· with him, that we shall 1.!] 
meet ogain next year without the ~hadow of 
the war 0\'cr us. That is the grPatest thing 
that could happen to Queensland at th<> 
present time and to the world generally. I 
hope that we ehall all be able to do some­
thing. no matter how small. during tho com­
ing mDnth to help to bring the war to an end. 
-I e.ndorse the ::Yiinister' s good wishes to the 
Dfficers and messengers of the House, and 
hope we shall all haye a good Christmas and 
a better new year than the past has bee11 
from a war-time point of view. (Hear, 
ht'ar !) 

Ho"'. E. W. H. FOWLES: I am sure that 
the country appreciates the arduous and con­
tinuous work that has been done by the 
House during the long session which is now 
about to close. We have sat on Mondays and 
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Fridays, and have started \York at 2.30 p.m ,. 
and CDntinuecl at it, as we have done to-day, 
until 11.30 y.m., \vith approxim.,tc>ly tWE"1ty 
members in the Chamber. I feel certain that 
the countrv appreciates the patriotic work 
that has be"e.n done Ly the Council during the· 
whole of the session. I mig·ht add to what 
has fallen from the lips of other hon. mem­
bers by saying that I feel sure_ members of 

the Council recogmse that the 
[11.30 p.m.] Minister has had a difficult task, 

· and has performed it with credit. 
(Hear, hear!) He has generally ha:f a good 
temper, ha" quickly accustomed hunself to 
the forms of the Council, and has carried 
throua-h verv intricate measures which are 
now ;;n the "statute-book. In fact, we have 
paf'sed about t'ventv-t,vo 1neasuros, seven 
have been lost, and "four have been lost in 
<mother place. so that really the Council has 
<:lone very excellent work. If the President 
were not present I would also sav that I 
feel sure that the Council appreciates the 
admirable tact with which he has ,.,,,,trained 
"inteTjectionable" members. (Laughter.) 

Hon. R. BEDFORD: Hc:ar, hear ! 
The SECRETARY FOR Mr"'ES : He lftas given us 

a. fair deal all round. (B.ear, hear !) 
Hox. E. W. H. FOWLES: Might I also 

sav that Queensland owes a debt of grati­
tude to the country members who have put 
itl excellent attendances almost throughout 
the entire session? I would like to thank 
the officers of the Council and the shorthand 
writers. It is wonder.ul how we have 
listened to "hat appeared to be r::msen~ 
from some hor. members and when we read It 
in " Hansard" next day it appeared to be 
very eloquent ard persuasive matter. 

Hon. R. BEDFORD : They edit your stuff. 
Hon. 0. F. ::-;-rELSO"': Which of your 

speeches are you referring to? (Laughter.} 
Hox. E. W. H. FOWLES: We might also 

thank the daily Press for the reports they 
give to this House--

Hon. R. BEDFORD : For their suppression. 
Ho"'. E. W. H. FOWLES : And also every­

hod,,· who has contributed to the smooth 
worlcing of a particularly difficult' session. 
The best wish that can spring from the lips 
of anybody, I suppose, is t.hat this nightmare 
of bloodshed and terror \Hll pass a.way from 
thie> war-wearied world, and that peace, like 
some beautiful sunrise, \vill soon dawn on 
the earth. \Ve do not know what will 
happen during the next six or seven months 
before Parliament meets again, but I trust 
that we all U:"ay come back here, with our 
ranks unbroken, prepared to do the best 
we ( ,tn in the interests of Queensland. 

HoxouRABLE J\IniBERS : Hear, hear! 
HoN. R. BEDFORD: I would not have 

spoken on this occasion, because my leader 
has already spoken. had I not discovered that 
the numerous lclders on the other sid<;, 
from the verv kindnee; of their heart,, of 
course, were ~!tempting· to got in their little 
fme work in the closing hours of :he scv,,ion. 
It is perfectly correct they should do so. I 
only wifh to a· k pardon of those to whom I 
have unwittingly done injury during tlw little 
time I have been in this House. (Hear, 
hear!) 

Hon. E. W. H. FowLES : I freely forgive 
vou for all I have said. 
, HoN. R. BEDFORD: I never did you any 
harm-not cnou;:-:h harn:·. But, if any of" 
the older men:·bers of the House think I 
have been intolerant--

Hen. T. J, O'SHEA: Flippant. 
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, HoN. R. BER.FORD: Flippancy is a per­
~ectly correct thmg, and to the hon. member 
1s natural, or to any man with a sense of 
humour, _but to anybody whom I have in 
any way InJured, to whom I have given anv 

·cause for resentment-- · 
Hon. T. J. O'SHEA: You take it back? 

.Ho:>. R. BEDFORD: ::'\o. I only wish 
him a better heart and tolerance of human 
nature and knowledge of men. Anything I 
have d?ne here has been at the direction of 
my beliefs, of my 9wn oense of duty to my 
own party and to the country, and no resent­
ment has ever passed the bar of the House. 
-(Hear, hear !)-the na5cy bar, the non­
·CXIstent bar that hit me when I first 
atterr·pted to get in. (Laughter.) And, for 
the rest. I am very pleased to be in the 
gai:w. ',rhe m".iority of people outside dis­
~chcve I_H the. Idea. that men can take joy 
m a busmess m whiCh there is no money. I 
take a great amount of jov in the mere' 
m<;ntal lighting in this Oh~mber for th~ 
thmgs which I believe to be ri~ht and 
agamst the. things which other hon. "m~mbers 
-do. not believe to _be wrong. But there is 
thiS much a?out It-I hav.e made a great 
n_umber of friends on both sides of the House 
smce I have been here. (Hear hear) 
Although the H?n. J\lr. Fahey puts his 
umbrella down with me. I can assure him 
that the Hon. J\!Ir. Crampton has also lost 
an tm.<bi:<ella, and thinks that this is a matter 
of r0tahabon from one side of the House 
to the other. (Laughter.) I thank hon 
gentlemen for all thE>ir kindness to me. :i: 
thank the officers of the H01ise. The Presi­
dent has J:roen more kindly than the Chairman 
of Comn11tte"'• who one<' threatened to name 
me, and I _was afra.id until I discovered that 
he was gomg to give me my real name. I 
!~und that he was only going t0 call me 

Randolph Bedford," and the sting of his 
~~reat wont right outside. He can call me 
. ~andolph Bedford" as often as he pleases 
Inside or outside the House. ' 

Hon. W. F. TAYLOR: Sir Randolph! 
(Laughter.) 

Hox. R. BEDFORD: '\V" recoo·nise that 
?-ll we h{lve done this session hus h~en in th~ 
mter~sts of the country, as it appears to us. 
I behcve hon; c;ent!enwn on the other "ide 
are narr~:nv-nunded m the C'hdiC'e of a loader 

/but outside of that. aC'corcling to their lio-hts' 
th~.Y ~l<lYC done th~ir l;0st; and, according t~ 
ou.._ hghts as. a rnrnonty. we ha1e don0 our 
?est. Be~ore. we mcE>t again Olll' great hope 
Is that th1s mghtmare 'hall have gone out of 
Europe. and that r.he nai ural coroilarv of a 
war-sea rrPcl c_ountry being tir<>d o( strife 
sha,ll r~sult m a tremendously increasing 
emigratwn to Australia: and, naturallv. ;: 
P<'opl<' C'ome to Australia, thev will come to 
the l;est govern•'d State in Austl':llia ftnd 
that Is Que<>nsland. ' 

Hon. E. '\V. H. FoWLES: After the next 
,el<>ctiom. 

. HoN. R.. BEDFORD: After th<> next elec­
tions '""' Will find that all the o-ood work that 
h?-s br~n d.one :will result i~ producing a 
bigg-0r Imnugrahon to this countrv than c has 
ever happened before. · 

Hox .. A. A. DAVEY: \Ye ha Ye finished 
the busme•" of u. very ,,,tremwus session, and 
I am qmt<> pr<>Jlarec! ·to admit that cverv 
m<;mber of the House has done what he 
thmks to he in the interests of the country 

since he has been here. \Ye have had some 
strenuous fights. and, on the whole, the 
tomner of the House has been very good. 
But what I want to point out is that we are 
just .approaching tbe great Christian settson 
of the world, the commemoration of the birth 
of Christ, tbe Prince of Pe~ce, as has been 
very properly mentioned by the representa­
tive of the Govemment here. I do not think 
we should make am· furth"r reflection or 
remarks on what has been done here in the 
season we are approaching. The world is 
suffering now-I think it '':ill be admitted by 
all members of the Chamber-from an 
attempt to impo'e the iEinciples of holl in 
the world--

Hon. R. BEDFORD: Hem·, hear ! 

HoN. A. A. DA YEY: The principles of 
dumnation and wrath, ,,.hioh are the life· 
blood of the Germans to-day. I hope that 
now we have settled up our little battles here 
-adrnitting that eYeryone has done ·what l1e 
conceives to be best in the intl'rE ·.ts of the 
country, although we n1ay differ in our idC'<U"' 
-we shaJl leave this Chumber with the 
determination that. as den1ocrats, ;,ye ~~vili 
sink ull ]Jarty feeling. and make up our 
minds to try to bring about the downfall of 
that empire >vhich is lighting against all the 
principles that are dear to Christiunity, and 
that we wi:J not allow our party ideas to 
con1e in in any \Ya~, to influence u·' l hope 
after leaving here thfit we ,,-ill spellcl the rest 
of our tirne in trying to assist the forces 
,vhich \YG b0lic,,.e are nece's-.arv to bring 
about the downfall of the dan1nabh' prin~ 
ciples thut underlie the actions of th<> G<>r­
mans to-day. 

Hon. R. BEDFORD: I have been assJstmg 
in connection with the reinforcements all the 
time. 

HoN. A. A. DA VEY: As members of the 
State, we arc just like a human body, and 
we must have the whole of our organ:. work­
ing in unison before we can do' anything. I 
hope we shall forg-ot our little diffel'Pnc<>s. 
and try and >York together in the true 
interests of Australia. \Ye love our Aus­
traliun boys who have gone and done their 
dutv at the front. and. in the name of God. 
I ,:sk every member of this Chamber and 
this community to do what they can so that 
thosZ' poor fellows who have been fighting at 
the front for twelv<> and eighteen months may 
he enabled to come back to see the.ir friends 
in Australia. By assisting to p<1s> the re'e­
rendum we can do thar. iVe can ensurf' that 
reinforcements will be forthcoming if volun­
teers do not offer themseh',~s, so that the 
boys who huve been fighting for us may come 
back and have at least the pleasure of look­
ing upon their old parents and their 
brothers und sisters before 7hev die. I wish 
every hon. member a Yery happy Christmas. 
and I hope that this will not be the last 
Christmas that "e shall spend together here. 

Hox. B. F AHEY: I am not going to touch 
upon anything of a rancorous er a conten­
tious nature on this occasion. :,;ome months 
ago I had the pleasure and the honour of 
complimcnting vou, ::\Ir. President, upon 
your elevation to your distinguished position. 
Now, I take the liberty a.nd enjoy the 
pleasure of complimenting you upon the 
satisfactory manner in which vou have car· 
riod out the onerous lduties of your high 
office. (Hear, hea.r l) You have filled 
that chair with credit to yourseif, and you 
have been as impartial as anv man who 
has ever occupied the position. " I wish you 
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long years to enjoy t.h~ emo]unwnts and the 
honours of your positwn. I W!Rh you also 
a happv Christmas und a prosperous New 
YPar. LI -d(-·siro to convey the ~an1o corn­
pliments and the same congrat':'latwns to the 
reporters of th1s House. I thmk they have 
done their dutv creditably to the country and 
to them"e!ves, 'both the "Hansard" reporters 
and our journalistic friends, the reporters 
of the dailv Press. I whh them also a very 
mArrv C'h1:istmas and a happv and pros· 
permis Now Year, and I trust tha~ ever_y 
uno of them will be a step ahead m the1r 
profe"ion before we meet again. The 
Minister has made statements this evening 
that I was delighted to hear. He acknow· 
!edg-ed that he had difficulties in carrying 
out the verv onerous duties of his office. I 
do not think he can complain that he has 
been dealt with severely by this House. The 
hon. gentleman's natural disposition has dis­
armed an,· oppo,ition that this side of the 
House might have been inclined under cer· 
tain circumstances to offer to him. (Hear, 
hear !) He has a disposition tha.t will always 
make him acceptable whatever may be his 
environment or whatever position he may be 
caliecl upon to occupy. I do not think that 
he can complain, under the circumstances, of 
the treatment that he ha•· received at the 
hands of what the phalanx behind him are 
good enough to call "the Opposition" in 
this Hou•e. There is no Oppo,ition in this 
House. There is only a desire on the part 
of those who love Queensland that Queens­
land should be governed as it ought to be. 
The duty of this House is to refine and 
improve legislation that comes here, and I 
am quite certain that never n particle of 
prejudice has animated a single member on 
this side of the House during the se>sion in 
carrying out his duty. Each one has acted 
solely in the interests of Queen·dand, and as 
long as we do that, the hon. gentleman who 
leads the Council will never have reason to 
complain. I 'IV ish 'on all, hon. gentlemen, 
you, :Mr. President,' the reporters, and all, <1 

very happy and rr.erry Christmas and a 
bright and pro,perous New Year. I hope 
that evel·~- one of us will meet here again 
next year. I shall not be a hypocrite, and I 
must say that I hope we shall be predominant 
in this House and elsewhere. 

The PRESIDENT: Before putting the 
motion, I should like, on behalf of myself and 
the officers of the House, to expwss our 
thanks for the kindlv sentiments hon. mem­
bers have E''<pressed 'tov·ards all of us. We 
all have certain dutie~ to perform, and we 
have done our best. I know that I have 
endeavoured to fulfil mv duties as President 
impartially and fearle&ily. 

Hoxoc:RABLE Jl.fE:UBERS: Hear, hear ! 
The PRESIDEKT: How far I have sue· 

ceeded hon. members are the best judges. 
HoNOcRABLE iUE:I!BERS: \Ve are quite satis­

fied. 
The PRESIDEKT : I am new to the 

position, and I know I have my faults, fail­
ings, and \.Veakne'-,,;;es the EJame as everyone 

, else. I hope we shall all be here again next 
ye<tr. As the Minister has said, this is not 
a time when we can be as happy as we could 
under other circumstances. Still, I hope hon. 
gentlemen will enjoy the happiest Christmas 
possible under the circumstances. 

Question-That the Council do now acljourn 
-put and passed. 

The Counril adjourned at ten minutes to 
12 o'clock p.m. 

[Hon. B. Fahey. 
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