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3718 [ASSE:.v!BLY.] Statt Iron, Etc., Bi!!. 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

THURSDAY, 6 DECE1IBER, 1917. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. \Y. ~1cCormack, Cairns 
took the chair at 7 o'clock p.>n. 

STATE IROX AXD STEEL \YORKS BILL. 

CoxsmERATIOX rx Co;I!1!ITTEE oF Coc;xcrL's 
::l.fEss.wE, No. 2. 

(Jlr. Bertraln, Jfar,·c, in the chair.) 

Hox. J. A. FIHELLY (Paddington): It 
was not proposed to accept any of t!w amend
ments insisted on by the Council, as they 
"ould destroy the object of the Bill. and the 
Government would find themseh-es hampered 
by the conditions imposed by the amend
ments. He therefore mm·ed that the Com
mittee insist on their dieagreement to the 
amendments on which the Legislative Coun
cil had insisted. 

Mr. ~IACARTXEY (Toozrong): The hon. 
gentleman had suggested that the amend
ments insisted on by the Council would pre
vent the Government carrying out the object 
aimed at in the Bill. The hon. gentleman 
had not seen fit to point out in what par
ticular the amendments werE) like]r to affect 
the carrying out of the proposed m1dertaking. 

Hon. J. A. FnmLLY: If the hon. gentle
man will look at the emasculated state of 
the Bill he will understand. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: The hon. gentleman 
referred to the emasculated state of the Bill, 
and no doubt tho•-e words would go out to 
the public, but no doubt they would ~onvey 
nothing but words, and did not contain any 
reason. There was one way of treating the 
public and another way of ignorin~;· the 
public. That seemed to be a way of ignor
ing the public, and it seemed that the object 
was, not only to ignore the public, but to 
deceive the public, because it would be stated 
in round terms to the people 'vho did not 
understand it that the Bill was e,masculated, 
and it was not possible for the undertaking 
to be carried out by the Government. That 
was not so. The terms of the Bill, as ac
cepted by the Council, gave the Government 
exceedingly wide powers. They had full power· 
to carrv out all that had been recommended 
on tbe 'subject of the industry up to the time> 
of the pas,ing of the Bill. It was a Bill to 
authorise the e .tablishnwnt, continuance. and 
carrying on of State C'oke, iron. and steel 
works, and contained the fullest power to 
carry out those objects; but because the Go
vernment had not been able to get any power 
to carry on rcssociated businesses in a general 
term, without any definition of aosociated 
businesses, thev said th<:> Bill had been 
wrecked. The 'Bill had not been wrecked. 
The Government had power to establish coke, 
iron, and steel works. and they had all the· 
incidental powers !wcessary in cl a use 3 of 
the Bill. Clause 3 read-

" (1.) Subject to this Act. the ::\linister 
representing the Crm•·n is hereb,- author
ised and empowered to cctablish, under
take, maintain. and carrv on the busine" 
of searching- for, , minin~g, getting, "\Vin
ning, reducing, and smelting iron· and 
iron ores, and any metal, mineral. earth, 
ore, or product used or for use in such 
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busineF'3, and the n1anufac>ture and pro
duction of iron and rteel, vvith all or 
any a"sociated trades. processe ''• indus
tries, or enterprises, and the manufac
ture, preparation, and produdion of 
chattels, articles, and things composed 
wholly or in part of iron or steel, and 
the sale, supply, or other disposal of the 
ores, metals, and manufactured products 
of such bminess so carried on bv him.'' 

Those were e:-:ceedingly wide po~·ers, and 
certamlv sufficient to enable the Government 
to make any bona fide experiment in oNler 
to show the possibility of their being able 
to establish the business and canv it on suc
ces~f~lly. \Vhat more was wante,d? The re
mammg powers in the Bill were very full, 
both for the purpose of acquiring all that 
was necessary to carrv on the business and 
providing for the finar1eing of any necessary 
purcha,,,e or expenditure. The fact that a 
restriction was placed in regard to the person 
who was to be appointed ,manager, who was 
to be an engine~'r with ten years' experience. 
was objected to bv the GoYernment. \Vhv 
should the engine'er appointed to manag'e 
those works not be a man of experience com
mensurate with the undertaking he was to be 
asked to control? Taking it all through, 
the P?Wers conferred on the Government by 
the Bll! vvere amply sufficient, and as it was 
founded on the report of the Roval Uom· 
mission consisting of members e~clusivelv 
selected from members on the other side ~f 
the House, who had stated that the'· wore 
unable to report in favour of anvthin'oo more 
than the establishment of experin':tental works 
and th':' expenditure of something like 
.£~,000 1t was more than sufficient. The 
B1ll had been passed giving power far 
beyond anything that had been reported 
on by the Royal Co,mmission, and far be
yond any information that had been vouch
safed to the House. The L<cgislative Council 
were prepared to extend the powers of the 
Government far beyond those asked for in 
the report to which he had referred, and to 
allow the Government to experiment up to 
the tune of £100,000. That was a verv 
generous power to give the Government thes'e 
times, and he could only look on the atti
tude of, the Government as .indicating- that 
they were not sincere ; that the Bi11 was 
merely wha.t was called window-dressing. 
That was gomg to be brought before the elec
tor~ at the r;ext election as showing the 
des1rc>s and a1ms of the Government with 
the further intention of endeavouri~g to 
shoulder upon the Counml the responsibilitv 
of having rejected the measure. If the Go
vernment were sincere in their desire to 
establish those works; if thev were honestly 
o.f opinion that those works 'could be estab
lished and carried on profitablv: thev had 
a!J th<> machinery necessarv in the Bill as 
amended by the Legislative 'council to enable 
them to do it. He could only come to the 
conclusion that the Government were not 
sincere, and that they were not sati,fied that 
they h':d got ipfor;mation to justify them in 
the bt•hef that those works could be satisfac
toril:v ec;tablished and the output put on the 
market in competition with the other States 
or other parts of the world. 

Ho:-;. J. A. FIHELL Y: It vvould not be 
ri?ht in the closing hours of the session that 
such a number of inaccnrate statements and 
fal ,,0 charges should be published in regard 
to the measure. ::-i'o hon. member vyho had 
been elected by the people could sit in the 
Chamber and retain any self-respect if he 

recolleded what had happene:f to the 
mcasnrcs of the Government m, anothe1· 
unelected Chamber during the last few weeks. 

Mr. CORSER: They were elected. 
Hox. J. A. FIHELLY: They were never 

elected. 
Mr. CORSER: Yes, by referendum. 
HoJS". J. A. FIHELL Y: They got ~ent 

there through being defeated at prevwus 
elections. Verv few of those hon. members 
would have any chance .at all, barrir;g the 
recent nominees, of obtammg a seat m the 
Assembly for any electorate in Quec,ns!and. 
The easiest wav to become a member of 
Parliu.ment for 'life was to get defeated for 
Parliament for three ,·ears. The Govern
ment had submitted to the Council an amend
ment of the Stamp Act and an am'?ndment 
of the Succession and Probate Dut1es Act, 
and thcv were thrown out with contumely. 
The Co~ncil had followed the same policy. in 
reooard to the Iron and Steel vVorks B1ll. 
L;,,t session the Government introduced the 
Industrial Di.,eases Bill to provide for those 
unfortunate persons who were suffering f~·o_m 
an .incurable disease called miners' phth1s1s. 
The Bill provides for an allowai_lce to the 
children and for pensions to the w1do':vs, a;:td 
to ooive medical attention to the mvahd. 
Wh:t did the other House do? They gave 
that Bill a currency of two years, and. a 
!awver who was prepared to grab everythmg 
had' the impertinence to accuse the Govern
ment vesterdav of making money out of the 
estates of deceased soldiers. The Assembly 
and the Council last year passed a ;:tleasur.e 
giving all sorts of concessions and lmmum
ties in that regard--

The CHAIRi'.L\N : Order ! 
HoN. J. A. FIHELL Y: He was mere!~ 

showing the policy of the other. Chamber, 
,nd their policv in regard to th1s m:'a~ure 
was on the sa,;;e plane. They ha~ hm1ted 
the Government to an expendrturo of 
£100.000. That was not enough. If the 
directors of the steel works in Newcastle had 
been confined to an expenditure of .£100,000 
they could never have gone a step further; 
thev would neYer have thought .of that 
magnificent enterprise that is established m 
New South Wales now. 

Colonel RANKIX: The sum is quite sufficient 
on the information we have. 

HoN. J. A. FIHELL Y: The hon. member 
for Toowong rt.,ad out some claus<;s of the 
Bill, but there was a, most informatlV!J ~ocu
ment-a report of a Royal Com'mlsslon
which had been submitted, and anybody who 
read that would recognise that £100,000 was 
a sum which was absolutely too sm.all. 

Mr MACARTNEY: You ouglit to read the 
repor't of that Royal Commission yourself 
and see what is in it. 

Hox. J. A. FIHELLY: He had read it a. 
dozen tirroes. 

JI.Ir. JI.IAC'\RTNEY: There is ~5,000 in the 
report of that Royal Commisswn. 

HoN. J. A. FIHELLY: For the initial 
expenditure. They had spent that already
or given authority to do so. 

Mr. MACARTXEY: They are not a.ble to 
recommend any more for initial expenme!lts. 

Ho'!. J. A. FIHELLY: The hon. member 
for Toowong complained that on that ccm
miRBion the Opposition side was not repre
sejtted. They had a chance of representatwn, 

Hon. J. A. Fihelly.] 
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but they had refused to be represented. It 
wae not the fault of the Governm·ent or of 
Parliament. · · 

Colonel RANKIN: ·we are not complaining 
about that. 

HoN. J. A. FIHELL Y : The member for 
Toowong did. The Government proposed to 
take the stand that they would not accept 
the amendn:·ents with the limitations in them, 
but to send the Bill back to the Upper House. 
He understood there was a spirit of concilia
-tion abroad, and the Upper House might feel 
in the humour to accept, say, a limitation to 
a sum of a quarter of a million. If that was 
so the Bill would be accepted. They could 
no~ go back from the position they had 
taken up. They were determined to estab
lish the iron industry in Queensland if it 
were possible. They were doing their best. 
They were hampered on everv sidQ bv the 
actions of the unelected Charriber; but give 
them a fair chance, and they were quite 
Bure they would establish the industry and 
make a gr(:at success of it. 

Mr. CORSER : The statements of the 
Assistant Minister for Justice in not accept
mg the . amendment of th<J " ether place " 
were qurte contrary to the remarks made 
when introducing the Bill. It was claimed 
when the Bill was first introduced that it 
was the desire of the Governn:·ent t~ develop 
the pig iron resources of Queensland; and 
to do that t·hey wanted a few thousand 
p_ounds .. The Bill made possible the produc
tiOn of steel and the rn.anufacture and <Jquip
ment of larg<J steel works. It was clearlv 
understood that the Government did ndt 
intend, immediately, to proceed with the 
steel part of it, as. it was considered that a 
million pounds or so would be required. 
4• had been th~ experience with other por
tiOns of Australia, large sums of monev and 
greater experience were requir<Jd than had 
been provided iu the report collected by the 
Government through members of Parliament 
from their own side, before thev could ent<Jr 
into such an enterprise. The Bill gave the 
Governor in Council power to enumerate 
such other articles, from time to time as 
the Gov~rnor in Council, by Or:cier in Cou~cil, 
so re;qmre?- As amended by the Council, it 
provided JUSt• what the Government claimed 
t~at they wanted when they introduced the 
Bill. ~t made possible the development of the 
larg~ rron resources of Queensland. It made 
po',srble the development of the Biggenden 
mine and the huge iron deposits that were 
there. If the GovernMent were not going to 
a.ccept those am·endments. they would be 
doing an injustice to the State and to the 
la~ge iron deposits that had been proved to 
e;ost. The Government, up to the present• 
time, had not shown them-nor had the 
commission of their own members-where 
they ha~ carrie? out anv practicrtl experi
m~nts With the rron that had come from the 
Biggend<:'n mine. The manager of the busi
ness at· the mine s<>nt to Montcith Brothers 
as a private individual. certain deposits of 
jron ore from those mines. and a bar of 
rron was shown as baYing- be<m produced from 
that or0. That was the onlv inform·ation 
that had been collect<:ld. The Government. on 
that recommendation, from what thev had 
se<>n of the production in that wav." came 
along- with the Bill which they claimed would 
devP!op that n;ine. It was suggested that 
£5.000 woul cl oo sufficient to put in a blast 
furnace for experimental purposes-the iniJ;ial 

[Hon. J. A. Filzelly. 

expenditure. The Assista-nt Minister for 
Justice said that that had practically been 
expended; whereas, the only expenditure that 
they had had was the expenses of their own 
Public \Vorks Comrr .. ittee of inquiry. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: We have entered into 
an agreement to lease the Biggenden Mine. 

Mr. CORSER: That did not cost them 
money.' It was not unt'l the Minister was 
mining and using the iron ore from that 
place that he proposed to pay the manager 
(.Mr. Bradyl £5 per week-he thought that 
that ·was the amount-during the time he 
was using the ore from that mine. That was 
not costing any money at the present time. 
Practically none of the £5,000 had been 
expended: It was never suggested that in 
order to develop the pig iron possibilities 
of the Biggenden Mine anything like £100,000 
would be required. There was & lot in the 
Bill which thev had not claimed thev wanted 
and which the other place had thrown out. 
\Vhat they had thrown out was that serpent 
which a!waY> was buried in the leaves of Bills 
presented t'o that Chamber. 

Mr. P A Y~E : It was only idle talk for 
the member for Toowong and the gentleman 
who had just recumed his seat tn say that 
the Go\·ernment wew not sincere in trying 
to e3tablish an iron and steel works in Queens
land. He was one of those who had been 
on the committee. He had listened to evi
dence from men who had spent a lifetime 
in that business-some of the ablest men 
thev had in the Comm·onwtoalth on that 
matter-and thev had no hesitation in tell
ing him that Qu'eensland was Yery fortunate 
in having extremely rich raw material for 
the development of that particular business. 
The hon. rr·ember for Toowong said that 
£100,000 was sufficient to dev<J!op an iron 
and steel works. 

Mr. MACARTXEY: For experiments? 

::Ylr. P A YNE : The thing was past the 
expe1·imental stage in Queensland, in this 
way-that they knew for a certainty that 
they had unlimited quantities of the finest 
raw material in the 1·. or!d. The Biggenden 
ore \VaB peculiar in rh'l~ it contained certain 
other elements besides iron ore that' made it 
particul<l!'l~· fitted for the •dewlopmcnt of the 
finest quality of steel. It only showed the 
ignorance of rrwmbers when they got up and 
talked about £100,000 to build up an iron 
and steel wcrks in this country. He had 
been at Ncwcastlre .'ODW time ago, and had 
had a conversation with the man who was 
rnanagi1.1g that conc0r!L He was quite sure 
that if the hon. memlJcr for Toowong had 
been there his ideas '"mid have been alto
gether alter<>cl. If the_,. ere going to develop 
an iron and steel irdttstry) what sense was 
there in hanclicaplling them or tying the 
hands of anv Government-wh<>ther it was 
that Gon,rnr;1c-nt or am· other Government. 
He thought the Govern;nent were doing the 
right thing in not allowing the Legislative 
Council to dictate to the representatives of 
the people the e'<act way in which to do 
their business. It wRs a monstrous thing 
that a nominee Chamb•'r should come along 
and say to the representatives of the people, 
"'Lnles., vou do this oarticular businf'~s in 
this way ,:ou < annot -lo it at all." Ho hoped 
that berter counsels w.,nld prevail, and that 
an attempt "ouJ.d be made to develop that 
bjg industry; beea.use it '\vas going to mean 
re big thing- for Quepnsiand-it was going to 
give employment to thoe1sands of p8{Jple, and 
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it \vas going to bring a population into this 
'State to consume it and help to keep the 
men on the land. Ile wondcr0d that the 
member for Burnett had not thought of that. 
If they had a particle of Australian senti
ment about them, the:f would not o1Jject to 
starting secondary industries in this country. 

:VIr. CoRSER: You lmow that nol odv is; 
\ve are trying to start the1n. ~ 

::\Ir. P A Y:'\E: If fot all time thov were 
goi11g to ,lr .. n\ their :·L ·.ourccs fron{ so1ne 
other -countn and D 1lvw thc~e YerY rich 
mineral deposits to lie dormant, he did not 
l<;lOw how they were going to make this a 
b1g country. It was all moonshine to say 
that they werP going to rnake this a pros
x·erous countr:-· by placing all the people on 
the lanr! Fifty per C"nt. of the product of 
the land had tu lw cowumed here. and unless 
they had a )JOpulati<m to comume it what 
w,,s the good of producing ic? He hoped the 
LegislatiYe Council would giye that 1nattcr 
hone<t thought from m. Anstr ·.lian point of 
vit·\v, and not put any-tlnng in thP paths of 
the Government in making an attempt. It 
was not posciblo for :·his or for anv other 
Government t·J build up a big steel works 
in a day. ..:_\5 a 1natv:r of fact .an up-to-date 
steel y,-orks to-day would run jnto hvo or 
three 1niJEon-:: of 1~on8y. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: You would ha,-e to 
paE-_, an _.\et e..-ery year. 

J'.lr. CORSER: £250.0~~8 is not going to help 
you in that direction. You could start with 
pig iron on what you have got. 

Mr. PAY::\E: The YJ;g-iron industrv was 
nothing. · L 

l\Ir. CORSER: Isn't it? \Ye are getting the 
.rig iron ham China <It the present time. 

Mr. PA Y::\E: One qJ-to-date blast furnace 
in Queensland would flood the market in 
.tb·ee months. 

Hon. "'- D. AmiSTROXG: No. 

:\Ir. P A Y::\.E : Of cGurse. it \YDtdcl. The 
hon. gentleman knew uothing at all about 
it. Wirh a blast furnoce capable of putting 
through 5.000 to 7,000 tons of iron ore, 75 per 
cent. to 80 )!er cent. would be pig iron. 

Hon. \V. D. AR~ISTHOXG: You sav that 
one up-to-elate blast fLnnace would 'supply 
Australia Y Pure nonsel1se ! 

::\lr. P A Y::\E: P~tting through 500 to 600 
tons per day, workmg the twenty-four hours 
round. 1£ they got 70 per cent. ore-allow, 
ing for loss in snH:lting-··and that went on 
constantly, inside twelve !YJonths, unless they 
had come Jl_rocess ·Jf com·erting that pig iron 
mto steel. !t would not be worth producing. 
H the steel \Yorks which now were in exis
tence in Australia we1·e to put their pig iron 
01~ to the market the thing would slump 
down. As a . matter nf fact, he thought 
L1tfc:ow was the only steel works in Aus
tra,ta that sold pig iwn. The .Newcastle 
st~el works mcd np all. their pig iron. 
L1thgow used 70 per ce'lt. of theirs. It was 
~ ridiculous idea to. p_ut up a big blast 
1 urnacP to turn out p1;;; Iron \vhen there vvas 
no market for it or "odd not be in a little 

,_ n timei TI"'Y must go on with the 
!1.3~ p.m.] who,e thm.;·· He heard the hon. 

g"nt!eman trclking- about £5 000 
to put up a blast ftGnace :~s a matte!: of 
fact the £5,0CO whir 11 t!Je Ro,-al Commission 
recommc!lclc''' was for a ,ma·ll crucible fur-

nace for the experimc nt.al stages. Thev all 
kr,ew that the whole •nechanical structure 
and the burnc·rs wol!.l-d run into a lot of 
money. 

::Ylr. ;',J.\C.lRTxEY: Arc. ~ ou a member of the 
con1,n1ission? 

Mr. PAY:'\E: Yes. 
Mr . .M.\CARTXEY: You made that report? 

:VIr. PAYNE: Yes, the Roval Commission 
made an interi•n report to permit the Go
vernrnent tO ;;tart on the experin1cntal stagPs, 
and to spend £5,000 in putting up a small 
crucible furnace so as to experiment with 
the ores from the different deposits. 

:Mr. l\1ACARTXEY: Then you haYen't made 
your report yet ? 

Mr. PAYXE: No. The comuission had 
not yd made their reuort. How could they 
expect any Royal Commis•,ion, even if . it 
were composed of the ablest men in Australia, 
to make a report in connection witli the 
establishment of iron and steel works in a 
few months? He supposed that altogether 
the commi •. sion had not been trayeJling for 
Inorc than fiyc weeks in connection ·with the 
investigations. 

l\1r. l\1ACARTXEY: _\ne! vet the Government 
rush into the thing before any report has 
been made. 

Mr. PAY:'\E: Thev knew that the raw 
material existed in (\ueensland. The hon. 
member for Burnett !~new that the Biggen
den Mine had been tested to 11 depth of 
280 feet, and they knew that it contained e. 
large body of iron. There was also another 
mountain alongside it which had not been 
tested at all. There were thousands of tons 
of iron ore lying on the surface at Biggen
den. The Government were honest in their 
attempt to start iron and steel works. and 
if hon. me.mbers opposite were Australians 
they would help the Governrnent to estab 
lish the inclustrv in the interests of Aus-
tralia. · 

Colonel RAXKIX (Burrum): He had 
listened to the speech of the Minister regard
ing the uttitude of another place, and he 
thought those remarks were hardly war
ranted. So far as th"_' 1;~ea~ure \Vas concerned, 
the Council had not gone beyond what they 
thought was wanted in safeguarding the in
terests of the public. The other Chamber 
w~?re actuated b': what thev conceived to be 
the b~'t interests of the 'State in dealing 
with measures sent up to them, and last 
session the~· found it necessury to condemn 
certain Bills passed by the present Govern
ment. Since then the countrv wus ccJ.Iled 
upon to decide in fuvour of 'the abolition 
or retention of the Upper HousP, and the 
people spoke with no uncertain sound m 
favour of the retention of that branch of 
t.he Legislature. So i·hey had to pay some 
strict attention to what the Upper House 
concch·ed to be the interests of Queenslund. 
He was not much enmnoured of the BilL 
He was not enamoured of State enterprises 
at all. and he did not look on the Bill with 
enthusiasm, but if there was any business 
in it. he believed in stimulating primary 
industries, as he recognised their Yalue to 
Queensland. The Bill conferred on the Go
vernment all the powers that were required 
to carry out the project they had in view. 
The clauses emanating from the 'Cpper House 
to which excer-tion h:v.l beer. taken were. first 
of alL clause 7, where the Legislati.-e Council 

Colonel Rankin.J 
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refus• cl to allow the Government to carrv on 
anv businc:-5S descriLed in a proclan1ition 
published in the ·'Gazette." The Council 
li.mited the Government in their operations. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: The Government will 
accept everv amendment if the ·upper House 
accepts om: suggestion with regard to the 
amount of money required to start the in
dustry. 

Colonel RANKil\: He was just going to 
mention that the Council, in clause 9, limited 
the cxp»nditure to £1CC.OOO. The Assistant 
Minist0r for ,J tutice ,,aid that the Government 
h;td no <Jbjection to th-~ Council's an1endmcnt 
in clause 7, which he h ).d just referred to, so 
that there was only one bone of contention, 
and that was the amount of money required 
to start the work. \Vhere was the emascuLt .. 
tion that thf' ::\Linister referred to? It rc.dlv 
narrowed itself down to one clause. On th'e 
(~viclenre before tbe Connnittrc, the·.~ were 
not justified in givinf;" the Govermi1ent a 
blank cheque for an unlimited amount. All 
the·· had before them was the interim report 
of the commission. made up of membC'rs on 
the Governnwnt side of the House, whicfi he 
would read to the Committee. 

The CHAIRMAK : Order ! The hon. 
gentleman i, not in order in quoting from 
a previous debate of the same S'''"ion. 

Colonel RANKIN : He was quoting from 
the report. According to the ter,ms of it, 
the comn1issioners 'vcre asked to report on-

" 1. Location, quantities, and suitabil
ity of iron ore deposits. 

"2. Location, quantities, 
bility of fuel suppli0s. 

and ~uita-

"3. Most suitable site or sites for 
central works. 

." 4. Primary cost of erection and equip
pmg such works." 

The reply to those que·,tions is as follows:-
''Before your coinini;;;,sioners can reply 

to rhesc qu,·-.tim:s. so far as thPv relate 
to the establishment of a complGte iron 
,nncl steel works, " great deal of research 
work will have to be undertaken and much 
more information collected, which must 
take~ considerable tiu1e. Owing, no doubt, 
to the fact that no previous Government 
has ever seriouslv considered tho iron 
question, the data in possession of the 
lV1ines Department is incomplete Tegard
ing the raw material either as to quan
tities or suitabiiitv for the succes.Jul 
establishment of a'n iron industrv. A 
geologist fro,m the Government Geoiogical 
Sun·ey D.epartmcnt has now been de
puted by the Minister for :\fines to 
specialise in this work. and has entered 
tipon his duties. The sitP for a central 
works can onlv be determined after loc••
ting the largr·:t and most suitable deposits 
of ore, coal, fluxes, etc. Information must 
also be so.ught outside of the State con
cerning the cost of an up-to-date iron 
and steel works. 

" Sufficient evidence, however, has now 
been placed before :vour commission to 
justify .them in coming- to the following 
conclusions, na1nely !-

1. That all the essentials are in this 
State for the successful manufacture 
of pig iron. 

[Colonel Rankin. 

2. That a complAe plant for th<.; 
manufacture of pig iron can bP estab
lished at a cost not exceeding £5.000. 

3. That such a plant could be utilise+l 
for the testing in bulk of iron orfr 
from different parts of the State, thus 
deciding whether the various deposits 
are suitable for smelting and convert
ing into steel. 

4. That, taking present prices, and 
rates that must obtain for at least a 
considerable time after the war, the, 
making of pig iron would be a profit
able undertaking for the State. 

5. That the site chosen for such works 
would not in anv way affect the oelec
tion of a site for. cent'ral iron and steel 
works if finally decided upon by the 
co,n11nission. 

"\Ye therefore beg to recommend that 
steps be taken forthwith to establish, at 
a site to be chosen by the :\lines Depart
ment, a State iron ·•melting plant capable 
of producing pig iron commerciall0• and 
of testing in bulk the iron ore deposits 
of the StatE!." 

There was the report of the Ro~·al Commis
sion o·: ,vhich the Rill v,·a~ based. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: This is an Iron and 
Steel ""orb Bill, not a pi[' iron Bill. 

Colo!Je] RAXKI::\: Thcr'' >Hts no recom
mendation contained in the report that would 
justify the Committee in passing the Bill. 

The CHAIR~L\X: Order ! The hon. 
gcntlPinar. cnnnot n1ake a seconct Tending 
speech on this motion. 

Colonel RXC\KlX drew the attention of 
the Com•11ittee to the report of the commis
sion. >Yhich shtcd that a plant frr the manu
facture of pig iron could he erect0c1 at a cost 
of £5,000. The commiesion pointed out that 
tl1c n1anuf11cturo of pig iron v,~ould be a, 

profitable umlertakinc; for the State. \'\hat 
came of the inbrjection of the 'Ylinister and 
the speech of the hon. member for :!\litchell, 
who told them that the manufactnre of pig 
iron was a fallac;·, and was absurd. The 
hon. member for :il1itchell told them that to 
go in for the manufacture of pig iron >Hts 
ridiculous on the face of it. becnuse a single 
furnace would supplY the whole of Australia, 
although he afterwards altered it to the 
whole of Queensland. \Yhat were they to 
believe? The strictures passed by the Minis
ter 011 another place were not justified at all 
in the face of that report. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: Read clause 11, and 
you will see that it is :IOt a pi~;c iron Bill. 

Colonel R .. \NKIN: Tiw report stated that 
it was po&"ihle to make pig iron. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: But it is not confined 
to that. It also JHovides for the manufacture 
of coke, iron, and steel. 1nining for ore, :tnd 
the acquisition of property. 

Colonel RANK IN: He accepted the c~r
rection of the :y[ini,ter, and pointed ont that 
the Upner Hou,,e 1verc willinrs to go further 
than what the commission had recommended. 
The 'Cpper House were >Yilling to ,:-;rant the 
necf"'''·· ... n· funds to enable the Go<:e>·nment to 
establish a pig iron industr;;. which w:·s the 
onlv fo"m of an iron industrv thr. t the com
mi;sion recmn111endrd. and the en" t of \vhich 
was put down at £5 000, hut the Council 
were willing to give them £100,000. The 



State Iron ancl [6 DECE~IBER.J Steel Wnrl:s BilL 3723' 

:'\1inistcr 'said quite distinctlY that he did not 
?isa,gr':'~ with the attitude o'f the other place 
m ltmrtmg the operahons of the Bill. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: \~'e disagree, but we 
are prepared to con1pronnse. 

Colonel R.\NKIN: The hon. o-entleman's 
<;li ,a_gree'!'cn~ was no~ sufficiently strong to 
JUstif;>· h1m m proteshng verv much ., o·ainst 
it. The only contentious clause in ·,he ~vhole 
lot was the limitation in roQ'ard to <he fund'. 
Th·· Council had limited the expenditure to 
£100,000, irutead of giving the Gover:1mont 
power to incur unlimited exptmditure. Hav
Ing due regard to the '3tate of affairs 
through'?ut Queensland at the prc·-ent time, 
and havmg· due regard to the proposal of the. 
Royal. Co~mmso:on, th~ Upj~er Hou ,e were 
fully _JUStified m puttmg a limit on that 
expenment. It \Va~-. no u:::e the hon. lne1nhcr 
for Mitchell saying it w"s pa,t the .xperi
mental st<JgP. Tho hon. o·entlcman himself 
adrrtittcd in his report th:'t it \vas nc,t past 
the experimental stfige. He said thev had 
not sufficient information to enable tltem to 
state definitely that it would Le " success, 
and, lherdoro, the "Cppcr Hou'e were fullv 
justi1ic-d in limiting the exr•eriment to 
£100.000. It ''"'" a larg-e · um of rnonc'Y 
particularly in Yi0w of ~ thl) fin>ancial col1~ 
ditimcs of the country at tho nrescnt time. 
He offered his protest against the strictures 
that had been passed on mwther Chamber 
with regard to their attitude towards the 
111easure, and also on other 1neasures that 
hftd been submitted to them. 

Tlw SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC: L\XDS 
(Hon. J. :YL Hunter, .llr:raJJoa): Th~ atti
tude of the other Chamber wrts indocfitive of 
the attitude of hon. mcmberb op•Josite on 
that measure. · 

Mr. CoRSER: Speak for yourself 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAXDS: 
If ho spoke for the hon. member, ·he oholl!d 
say he would b<:• ashamed of hi1rself as 
reprc>·enting the district where that indmtrv 
was to be established if he was not found 
heartily supporting it. The·v as Australians 
1vere desirous of .seeing th;i~· grcaJ 1ninerai 
wealth made avmlablc for the development 
of the country, and one wonld expect. at anv 
rate, that the hon. member for Bm·n0tt would 
be particularly a~xious, seeing that it \Yas 
proposed to establish the industry in his di,. 
trict, to see the Bill passed. 

Mr. CoRSER: £100,000 ,.-ill do that. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
'Vhen the hon. member talked abont 
£100,000 to cover an industrv such as coke 
i1·on and steel, one realised· how small hi~ 
id(·!'s w_cre concerning tho magnitude of 
sucn an Industry. If some small municipality 
were to ask for po\ver~ suC'h as those one 
mi"ht hesitate to gh·o them, but here thov had 
a Government controlling the Yast resources 
?f Queensland a~d desirous of setting up an 
mdu,·trv like th1s, and vet thev were told 
that .£100,000 was sufficient. ·l'i"hen they 
ca:ne to the various amendments inserted bv 
the Council one could onlv appreciate the1i.· 
attitude e.t its proper valu'e; that was there 
was a disposition to hamper the whole busi
ness and to preyent the establishment of the 
industrv. Thev were told that the man who 
was to' be appointed manager must be an 
engineer of ten years' standing. He would 

not ha,-e been surprised if the Council had 
~aid he must be a man with red hair, or 
must not have a club-foot. 

::'\Ir. ::\LIC'\RI~EY: They should ha Ye put in 
that ho shoul·d not be an incompetent poli
tieian. 

The SECRETARY FOR P"CBLIC LAI\DS: 
Then they would bar the hon. member for· 
Toowong immediately. Could anyone imagine 
a body of men 1.tarting in downright earnest 
to establish an industry such as that, and 
then hampering it in the way the Council 
had done; fencing it round on every side 
so that it wonld be impossible to carry it 
on? In new clause 11, inserted by the Coun
cil, they had described exactly what could 
be 1nined-iron ore and other ores necessarv 
for tht' busim'ss of ·coke, iron and steel 
>Ym·:.,s. He understood that coal was not 
an 01'(\ Deither \Yas lin1e, and yet both were 
eceential for the manufacture of iron and 
steel, and under that clause there was no 
power to mine for those products. They 
were told in another clause that there were 
certain things they might manufacture, but 
beyond that they dare not go. The Govern
ment must come down to the House and 
ha,-e a resolution passed, then send the 
reeolution on to the other Chamber and 
get the pern1.ission, no matter ho\v urgentr 
or profitable it might be, to extend the use· 
fulne;;s of the works. ~othing could be more 
absurd. It was utterlv useless for the hon. 
members opposite to· ;,ay that they were 
willing to sec the business established. The 
hon. membN for Albert had expressed him
self ,,.hole-heartedly in favour of the 
mea-ure. Thev had hon. members opposite 
getting up with their tongues in ~heir chee!<s 
eavino- thev were in favour of 1t, an-d st1II 
thev ~howcd their opposition and resistance 
ts 'it bv permitting and encour:tging those 
amendn1ents of the other Chamber which 
were intended to do nothing more than pre
,·ent the establishment of the industry. In 
the past thev had been sending- mil1ions of 
pounds to Germany, Belgium, America, and 
Great Britain for all classes of iron and 
steel, while they had an abundance of the 
richest ore to be found in the world, and 
thev · WN'e not to be allowed to m·ake use 
of it. \Vhy? Becanse the Government pro
posed to make it a State enterprise, and hon. 
members opposite did not believe in State en
terprioe. Hon. members opposite had said 
that it should be left to private enterprise, 
For over 50 years private enterprise has had 
full scope. E pri,-ate enterprise were going 
to ·tart iron and steel works why had they 
not ·done it long &go? Why had those 
millions of pounds gone oversea when they 
had an opportunity of supplying those things 
for themselYe·;? 'I'he Opposition would sacri
fice that most promising industry rather than 
that shibboleth of theirs, prh·ate enterprise, 
:-hould be set a·-icle. He deplored that they 
in Queensland. situated as thev ,.·ere at the 
present time, unc ble to obhin ·the necessary 
iron material for the construction of railways, 
bridges nnd other '";,nrk;:;, and stnnding on the 
thrr, hold of another vear, should be pre
parc·cl to etop a Goverim1ent y·hich had the 
cnterp ·ising courage to undertake an indus
ttv like that, mere],. because it was to be 
done by State ent~rprise rather than by 
private entcrp1·ise. 

~\lr. ~\IACARTXEY: He supposed that 
next vear thev ,,ould be ima!rinim; the hon. 
gentleman sitting in an office ~in London and 
weeping because the Queensland Government 

Mr. Macartney.] 
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i1ad not been allowed to spend unlimited 
money in starting an indll,stry about which 
they thcrmclves and the commission they 
appointed absolutely knew nothing. There 
\va no objection on that side of the House 
to the .'tarting of that industry if it could 
be shov·n that the industry could be started 
·and carried on profitably. The Opposition 
{)bjerted to the Government taking carte 
blanche-an open cheque-to start a business 
about which thcv themselves eonfessed thev 
knew nothing, and without any evidence 
plan•d before the Chamber as t; the po,i
bility of carrying it out succeo3fully. Xobody 
would denv the existence of the raw material 
Epoken o( by the hon. member. This wa~ 
the wrong rime in which wild-cat specula
tions ought to be ente1~ed into. The Gon•rn
mcnt had entered into too many wild-cat 
speculations alreadv. Thev had used too 
much of the hard cash ;,f the State in 
speculatin• undertakings at a time when all 
the cash in tlw Commonwealth was required 
for ono great purpo\,e, and they \vere asking 
now that a furth"r large sum of monev 
should be '·attercd about be for<> thev were 
o ble "'en to suggest or put before the· House 
eviclcnct' that the industrv could be estab
lished with succe"' If thor'e was anv business 
that the Government" as justified in starting 

· it was a business which •vas not vet taken hold 
of by pri' ate enterprise, and i'f it could be 
shown th3.t there was anything like a reason
able probability of establishing the iron and 
,tee! busines-, on permanent and profitable 
lines, th0 Government v ould, on that ground. 
get not only the support of ev0ry member in 
both Chambers. but _,-ould get all the cash 
nccrssary for it. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pl'BLIC LANDS: Only 
words. 

:Mr. I\1ACART;'\i'EY: He would like the 
hon. gentleman to put his finger on the 
words or advice showing he had a profitable 
scheme to put before the House. He was 
really beginning to doubt the business sanity 
of the hon. gentleman, or his colleagues or 
followers. The powers gh·en under the Bill 
were ample, and the expenditure authorised 
of £100,000 was more than ample for the 
·next year. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC IXSTRUCTIOX: 
'Vould you start a business---

Mr. MACAR'l'NEY: He would ask the 
Chairman to restrain the hon. gentleman 
who knew evBrything connected with every
thing, who constantly interjected on et·erv 
subject. There was nothing under the sun 
that the hon. gentleman did not know. The 
money authorised was more than ample to 
meet the case. The House was not going to 
adjomn for ever. It might be that hon. 
members opposite would still be in office 
·twelve months from date, and they might 
not be there. If thev were there and it 
-was shown that it was· advisable to proceed 

with the venture there was 
[8 p.m.] ample time to get the addi-

tional funds necessary. He could 
not help thinking there \Vas something 
.behind the measure which did not quite 
appear on the face of it. 

The bAll indicated that portion of the hon. 
-member's time ha.cJ expired. 

Mr. i\IACARTKEY (continuing\: It might 
.be something in connection with the coming 
elections, but he had listened to every speech 
the hon. gentleman had made in the House 
..and had read every speech made in the 

IJ{ r. ilf acartne,y. 

House on it and he stood there to' say that 
a business 'proposition had not been put 
bqfore the House. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC LANDS : The 
Bill i' the JH'oposition. 

::\Ir. MACARTNEY: The report rea,d by 
the hou member for Bm·rum was the only 
materiai put before the House. \Vith that 
report the extent the Gm-ernment have gone 
to was not justified. and if the upper House 
Extended that sum "rcnn £100,000 to £250,000 
then thev would be taking a risk he did not 
think th-ey \1 ere justified in takin(S. \Yhen 
the hon. gentleman opened _up th1s debate. 
he ,aid it was proposed to drsagrea with the 
a.mendments of the upper House m toto. He 
did not for & moment suggest that if the 
upper HouSP would agree to an extension 
of thB amount he would accept It. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: The sugge-,tion came 
afterwards from them-that they were 
willing to compromi'"C'. 

J\Ir. ::\IACARTNEY: The hon. gentleman 
did not nccntion the fact that if the upper 
House \Yould extend the amount he would 
accept it. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: Our Minister in thG 
Legislative Council sent down ;vord after
\Yards. As the Bill stands we drsagree, but 
the compromise which .our :i\Iinister has been 
nerrotiatinrr I am qmte wrllmg to accept. 
Tll~t tran~pi1·ed while I •vas talking. 

::\lr. i\IACARTNEY: At any rate, if th&t 
was the idea. it was up to the h<;m. gentle
m •'1 to accr>pt the amendment which he was 
pre;Jared to accept instead of sending the 
Bill back, and they would have to go over 
this ground again. At a.ny rate-whether tpe 
upper House agreed to that or not-he .mam
tained that there had been no evidence 
offered to Parliament which justified the 
authorisation of the expenditure of so much 
monev or the entedng into by the GovE>rn
ment ·of the undertaking to the extent they 
suggested. 

:Ylr. GLEDSO::'\i (Ipswirh): He had just & 
few words to sa v on the:,e amendments. He 
wished to point "out the c&pti~us at.titude the 
Opposition were takmg up m this matter, 
getting their friends in the upper House t.o 
oppose the passage of this measure on a basrs 
that could be reasonably expected to be 
proAtable. They knew very well that tpe 
Opposition during the whole term of Parlia
ment had been trying to run down the. State 
enternrises. Thev had been ende&vourmg to 
prove the failure of. State enterpris:"• and 
thev were endea vourmg to make a fa1lure of 
this enterpri '3 before it got a chance to. be 
launched at all. He would like to remmd 
the member•, of the Opposition ihat not very 
many days ago they passed a measure con
firming an agreement between the Govern
nwnt and the Chillagoe Company to take 
over the company's works. In that there was 
a propooal that the Government guarantee 
£60 000 for the purpose of esta.blishing & 
cok~ works alone at .:\Iount ::\iulligan. That 
wa; the Pstablishing of coke works for one 
smcill mine, and the idPa the Government 
had now was to establish coke work-' that 
would practically supply the. w~ole of 
Queemland with coke. He had m hrs hands 
a book " British Cm! Trwde " b:v H. Stanlcy 
J evons: the latest book on the subject. That 
book showed that the'e things could only be 
worked profitably if they were given a fair 
chance, and it took a large amount of 
capital to give them a fair chance. The 
amendments proposed practicall,v confiued the 
business to iron, steel, and coke. Before 
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you could manufacture coke you had to have 
bricks. Before you could get bricks you had 
to have a brickyard, and it was necessary 
where they h&d e'cc;,sive coke works that 
thcv should haw their own brickvards and 
thch· mvn machinery for providing "firebricks, 
becau··o they were continually requiring to 
replace them and to rebuild, and it was 
necessary that the business of brickmaking 
should be carried on. These amendments 
prevented th<O Government from starting a. 
brickyard to provide firebricks for the coke 
ovens and for the necessary buildings, and 
it prevented other things. He found that 
for the snccessful carrying on of coke works 
they must utilise the whole of the material, 
and he would read what Jevons said-

" A new industry is arising in the pre
parin<; of coal in various forms for the 
ma.rket, and in the manufacture of bv
productG which are put to the utmost 
variety of uses, from driving motor-cars 
to making of scents and delicate shades 
of colours. The establishnwnt of exten
sive coking ovens with plant for the 
;·ccovery >:nd separation of by-products 
1s a new mdustrv which has come over 
from Germany; imd those who look into 
the futuro may anticipate the time when 
coke. not coal, will be the usual form 
of fuel, becaus0 the bv-products obtained 
from the bituminous" part of the coal 
will be worth fa1· more than the coal in 
e0lid form. Coke of the higi>e't quality 
may, indeed, itself become a by-product 
produced in such quantities that it be
comes a cheaper form of fu0! for house
hold and general purposes than most 
qualities of coal now used; and this is 
~he on!:· bright point in an outlook which 
1s rather dark for the coal consumer." 

That showed the onlv successful wav of 
working these affairs. · l\'ow the Oppo~ition 
were pre,·enting the establishment of those 
b:r confining it to 0ertain busine3ses which 
they know could not bP carried on without 
the other busincc.ses. As the Secretarv for 
Public Lands nointed out, the amendment in 
clause 11 provided-

" Nothing in this Act shall be con
strued or cleE>med to authorise-

(i.} The carrying on of any business 
except-

la} Coke works: 
(b) Iron and steel worko: and 
I c) :\fining for iron ore and other 

on>t :s1ecessary for the business of 
coke, iron, and steel works." 

Anyone knew that minin"' was not confined 
to mining for ores. As the Secretarv for 
Public Lands point<•d out, thev would not 
be able to mine for coal und.er this Act, 
because coal was not an ore. 'l'hen they 
pr0ventcd the Government from getting the 
f!uxes, the limestone, and other things. It 
was meant to prevent the Government from 
ruining for the coal necessarv ·to establish 
the coke works. Its object wa:s to allow the 
Govetnmenc certain powers. They could 
sta1·t the worke kn'lwitlg;, if they started 
them on those conditions, they .were doomed 
to failure. It wae better not to start if 
they knew it was not going to pay. The 
Government wanted power to start them, 
knowing they would pav. The Opposition 
<Said they were quite wil)ing to allow the 
Government to start. and m the next breath 
they inserted such limitations as would make 
the works fail before they got a start. He 
hoped the Opposition would change their 

tactics and request their friends in the other 
House to alter th<·ir tactics. It was not. 
the Gov-ernment who \Yanted this Bill but 
the people of Queensland, and thev 'were 
calling for it from one end of the ~ountry 
to the other. The Opposition had to meet the· 
people of the <"otmtry, and thev would then 
have tc: tell why they put up· thi~ captious 
oppositiOn and prevented this mea6ure being 
launched with a reasonable chance of success. 
He said it was impossible by limiting the 
whole of the '"xpenditure to £100.000. They 
passed a measure allowing the Grjvernmmit 
to guarante., £60.JOO for the establishment 
of coke work> at one small mine and vet 
they limited the whole expenditu;·~ for ir;)n 
steel, and coke works to £100,000. The hon: 
member f.or Murrurnba said they would not 
be able to establish the works unde1· 
£2,000,000. He claimed that the amendments 
practically destroyed the BilL Thev pre
vented the manufadure of bricks and the 
mining for coal, and unless they could get 
their fuel turned out at a reasonable costr 
and uti~ise t!Ie by-pro<'ucts, which meanG 
that busmess nad to be establishe<i for deal
ing wit)1 those by-products, dealin,:r with the 
extractiOn of the tars and the ammoniacal 
liquors that came from coal-unless thev 
cculd do that their enternrise wa3 doomed 
to failm·e. ' 

Mr. CORSER :. How much would a coke
works cost? 

Mr. GLEDSON: The hon. member agreed 
to a measure in this House agreeing to 
gnarantee £60,000 for the establishment of 
coke works in one small mine, at :Mount 
Mulligan. 

Colonel RAXKIK : Vi' e did not vote for 
Mount :::V1ulligan. 

Mr. GLEDSON: He did not know the hon. 
member WaB opposed to it. He understood 
the Opposition agreed to it. The leader of 
the Opposition got up and said he would 
agree to that being carried. 

Colonel RANKIX: No, no! 

Mr. GLEDRON: He thought, if the hon. 
member would turn up "Hansard," he would 
see that W<IS so. ThE' leader of the Oppo
sition said he was not going to raise any 
strenuous opposition to it. He knew that 
to put down a proper washing plant alone 
for the purpose of '' ashing the coal to enable 
pure coke to be made would cost £20,000 
with the machinery and other things. and 
then there were the ovens and other things 
in addition. To put up by-product ovens it 
would cost nothing less than £200,000, or 
double what the Opposition were allowing for 
the establishment of the whole thing. To 
b1l successful you must be up to date; and 
htJ m><intained the House should insist on 
their Bill being carried in a way that would 
give it "' rea"onable chance of being success
ful. 

Colonel RANKIN said the whole subject 
of the discussion centred round the point 
whether the amount authorised was sufficient 
for the purpose or whether they should have 
given a larger sum. He thought that-on 
the face of the rt·pol't give,-, to the House by 
the commission, which he had already read
the 'Gpper House had been very liberal in 
the amount place.d at the disposal of the 
Government in this regard, particularly when 
we have in mind the want of success that 
had attended the efforts of the Government 
in other enterprises of a more or less similar 
nature. What had happened to the State 

Colonel Rankin.] 
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joinery works in South Brisbane? They 
knew that a large sum of money had been 
,;nmk there. 

The CHAIRMA:'\ : Order! 

Colonel RA:'\KI:'\ : The hon. gentleman 
v.Tho ha 1 iust rc'suinctl ln•: se~'( llla(lf refer
ene.e to the actim•s of the Goverl'm: >Jt regard
ing the Chillagoe Hr.ih<·:n 81Hl the ::Ylount 
:Lvlu.lligaa I\linP. Sut'l~ly L:: 'Ya'l nlD.C'h 1nore 
releYant to the ~·p~_- ~Let ?f he rcf(·rrcd to 
other State <rnternri::- and the failure that 
had attended their efforts in that direction. 
They knew that the joiner:; works in South 
Briebane, where ' rge sums of morJey had 
been expended, were practically hung up. 
The·,· knew that the Stuto sawmiUs, in .,,hich 
the}; had invested considerable sums of 
ITI0;1ey, were rur~r :ng at a los;o;. The~,, found 
that the State coalmine haJ practically been 
a losing concern. It was not only here, but 
the same thing obtainc-d in othe1· States \vhere 
State enterprises of thet kind had been 
experimented with. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC LANDS : \Vhy 
are you not honest and not pretendirg you 
are in favour of it and all the time you are 
·not? 

Colonel RA~KI~: If the hon. member 
were not such a llip Van ·winkle and if he 
had been in his place when he (Colonel 
Rankin) was &peaking, he would not have 
n1ade such a remark. The interjection was 
quite irrelevant, becauce he had urged 
caution with regard to the Bill when it 
came in before. 

The iSECRETARY FOR PcBLIC LANDS : If the 
hen. member had been in the House when 
I was speaking, he would understand my 
interjection now. You were out when I 
was speaking on the matter. 

Colonel RAXKIX : He "as trying to lead 
the c ountrv to believe that he (Colonel 
Rankin) was posirg no" as a supporter of 
State enterprises. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC LANDS: :'\o; 
your party contended they were suppo1·ting 
it. You we1e not there to say how you 
regarded the matter. 

Color el RA~KIX : He was verv much 
COI'CPrned about what th2 Pen. member'q 
i11terjc•ctions ''Pre. He was dealing n1ore 
particuln·l·. with the success or failure that 
had attended State enter·n·ises of that· kind. 
110t only in Queensland. out in other States 
where they had been tried. 

The CHAIR MA::'\: Order! The hen. 
mcmb.nr is not in order in dealing with 
State enterprise'. generally. 

Colonel RA~KIX: He wa•. not dealing 
vvit~ State ('ll:crp6P:rs gBncrally, but \Vas 
pointi11g ont that all "anothei' place" had 
to r::uicle the'1' '-'.'as what had been dore in 
thos,, nt hoe undertakings under State con
he!. He had re'~rr·cl 1 ·iefly to the i'tate 
enterpris0s which he had speei(]cally men
tioPed. He fonnd th...t in Victoria-h' was 
quDting from thnt v rtPl L")on'~ •· 'I'elcgraph" 
-a return tabled in the Legislative As•.embly 
in Melbourne in connection with the commer
cial and other activ!tiPs controllf'd b1· the 
State as ac 30th June Ia,t showed that the 
net ]o,_, \\as £26,384. 

The CHAIRMA~: Order! 
Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: Don't you see that 

the Upper House have given us £100,000? 

[Colonel Rankin. 

C J!onel RANKIX: He cou].d undm·,tand 
that. The l:ppcr House were exceedingly 
liberal in conceding £100,000 to play with in 
an experiment of this kind. But there was 
another point: \Yhere was that money to 
come from ? \Vhat provision had been rr•ade 
for it? He would ask the Minister in charge 
of the Bill, acsuming they got a larger sum 
from " another place," where was the money 
comine: fron1_: It h.3d not b('cn Yotcd. so far 
as he· knew. There was no provision made 
in the Estim·ates for it: there was no pro
vi,ion made in the Appropriation Bill for 
it. Did the JI.Iinister mean that the Govern
ment wPre simply going to pass this Bill? 

Hon. J. A. FTHELLY : Of course, you know 
that the mone_1· is thereby appropriated. You 
don't want to ,,,orry r.cJout that 

Colonel RAXKIN: The hon wember 
knew quite well that it had to be specifically 
voted bv that Houm. A railway might be 
pas,ed by Parliament, but the money had to 
be voted year by year. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: This Appropriation 
must come along. 

Colonel RAXKI~: They had not seen 
anything of the Appropriation for this pur
pose, even on the Estimates. 

Hon . • T. A. FIHELLY : There is a very small 
Appropriation on the Estimates for it. vVe 
got an Appropriation for a geologist, £400. 
That is just to illustrate it. Take a big 
department like the Insurance. We voted 
nothing, but we passed an .Act, and the vote 
came next year. \Ve might have spent 
£100,000. 

Colonel RAXKI~: Yes, they might have 
done that-probably just as they bought 
cattb stations. Thr·y bought cattle stations 
and brought it. in under the heading of 
"unforeseen e"":penditure "-unauthorised ex~ 
penditure. This certainly would not be sub
jePt to the same condemnation, because it 
would not be termed unauthorised expendi
ture. 

:!Ylr. CORSER: The :\Tinistcr for Public 
Lands tried to claim that nwmbers on the 
Opposition side were agai11st the Govern
rr·ent undertakiPg this enterprise. He spoke 
of the Oppos1hon Leillg opposed 1-d it. nnd 
''·s favouring private enterprise taking it up. 
It had been rep atedly said by Oppo"ition 
mombe1s that the GovernmPnt had an opening 
there because private enterprise had not, 
up to the present tirr,e, done ,n.nything
towards developing the iron industry of this 
State. That was the point he wanted to 
make. The Minister in charge of the Bill 
opposed the amendmer>t because it provided 
for only £100,000 expenditure. He admitted 
-and everv m·ember of the House would 
admit-that' they \Vnnted probably a million 
pounds to build steel worh. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: I would like you to 
be dear on that. The Government disagree 
with all the· amendments, but they are pre
pared to comprom.ise. 

Mr. CORSER: One gentleman on the 
Government side, who knew a good deal 
about the coal industry, claimed that in 
de_veloping cok.'· works they might have any
thrng over £60,000. He did not know what 
was at the ba~k of the Minister's head. It 
mifj"ht be £100.000 to develop the coke in
dustry alone. This was a State Iron and 
Steel Works Bill to develop the iron of the 
State. 

Mr. GLEDSON : How can you make steel 
without coke? 
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Mr. COHSER: It was claimed by all who 
knew anything about it that probably 
£1,000,000 would be required to launch out 
in steel works in Queensland. Everybody 
would agree that £100,000 would be sufficient 
to produce pig iron; and £250,000 was not 
going to make possible the building of steel 
works; so why did they want to hang the 
measure up for that, and say that the other 
place was noG satisfied to start the production 
of pig iron? He hoped the Mini,ter would 
not jeopardise the possibility of carrying the 
Bill, but would secure for the State the 
£100,000 to develop the Biggenden Mine and 
make possible the raising of the iron ore that 
lay there waiting to be taken away. 

Mr. GLEDSOX: It h no use starting with a 
ilne-hor'e proposition. 

Mr. COHSER: Two hundred and fifty 
'thousand pounds was not going to make it a 
two-horse proposition. ::VJembers who had 
spoken w~th an idea of what the development 
of coke, Iron, and steel meant would agree 
that £250,000 was not going to go anywhere. 

Mr. GLEDSOX: Why limit it? 

Mr. CORSEH : Why ask for another 
£150,000, when it was not going to take them 
any fu!·t):ler? The granting of £250,000 was 
-only givmg the Government something more 
to squander. 

Mr. GLEDSOX: What will they do with the 
pig iron when it is there-leave it lie on the 
ground? 

Mr. CORSER : They were going to do with 
it ~hat they were doing with the pig iron 
;vhiCh thEOY '':ere importing to-day-use it 
m the various Iron works of Australia. From 
the Premier's own remarks he was warned 
that the Broken Hill Proprietary Company 
of Xewcastle had lost £200,000 in their steel 
works, and that they were now doubling 
their plant and their expenditure. 

Mr. GLEDSO:s-: They are establishing their 
·coke works now-which should have been 
-done first. 

Mr. CORSEH: When they saw large works 
established with huge sums of monev similar 
to that which he had quoted, and' the Go
vernment bartering for £250,000 to establish 
steel works, they saw that the Government 
was not interested in the production of pig 
iron, but wanted to make political capital 
out of the Bill. 

HoN. W. D. AHMSTHONG: He was in 
favour of th~ establishment o.f those works, 
and always had been. He had listened to 
the hon. member for Ipswich; but even his 
evidence only showed that if they got 
£250.000 or £500.000 the" w~re no further on. 
Then, again. he did not like to vote in the 
dark. He did not know what it was going to 
land the country into in the future, nor why, 
al this time, with the present state of the 
finances. they should embark upon that huge 
enterprise on so little evidence and know
ledge. If it was " question of killing the 
Bill. he would vote for the retention of 
£100.000. 

Hon. J'. A. FIHELLY: You agreed to an 
unlimited sum when the Bill was going 
through last time. 

Hox. W. D. ARMSTRONG: He had voted 
for that on account of the impression which 
was held in the Chamber that it was merely 
a commencement, based upon the Hoyal 
Commission's report; that it was a matter 

of starting the works bv discovering where 
the best ore was to be prllcured and laying 
down an experimental plant at a cost of 
£5,000. He had listened to-night to a very 
impassioned speech delivered by the Secre
tary for Public Lands; and just now, in 
reply to the hon. member for Burrum, when 
he was speaking, he stated, " \Vhy don't you 
deal with these matter c. honestly; why don't 
vou be honest in your rmnarks 't" He \Yould 
reply to the Minister for Lands-why was 
he not honest in his remarks in that House? 
There were very few men who suppressed 
things more completely than did the hon. 
member who sat in the chair of the Secretary 
for Public Lands. He would say distinctly 
to him that he would never go to him to 
establish a code of honour. He was the last 
man-or one of the last-whom he would 
g•J to for that purpose. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! 

HoN. W. D. ARMSTRONG: His honesty 
had been such that he had gone even to the 
extent of saying that if, on a muster of a 
station, it was found to be beyond a certain 
number, he would stick to the certain number 
and say nothing about it. That was his code 
of honour. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: At the closing hour 
o£ the session I don't care to rise to a point 
of order; but I think that the hon. member 
for Lockyer is somewhat unparliamentary. 

HoN. W. D. ARMSTRONG: He did not 
usually get blamed for using unparliamentary 
language. At the same time, he. was. re~ly
ing to a statement by way of mtel']ectiOn 
of the Minister for Public Lands. Why did 
not he deal honestly with the matter? When 
he (Mr. Armstrong) stood on his feet he 
dealt honestlv with anv matter with which 
he was dealing. The 'secretary for Public 
Lands in an impassioned speech, told the 
House' that the Bill had been emasculated. 

The Council inserted an amend
[8.30 p.m.] ment stating that the manager 

employed in the construction of 
the works must be a qualified engineer of 
not less than ten years' standing. The 
Assemblv refused to accept that amendment, 
and whim a message came back from the 
Council last night it was found that the 
Council did not insist on the amendment with 
respect to the appointment. of a manager of 
ten vears' standing, so how could it be 
emas~ulated? A great many misleading 
statements had been made in the Assembly. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC LAXDS : A lot 
of them are made over there. 

Hox. W. D. AR\ISTRONG: No man 
knew better how to mislca·d the House than 
the Secretary for Public Lands. 

Question put and passed. 

The House resumed. The CH.\IR}IA::s- re
ported that the Committee had insisted upon 
their ·disagreement with thE' amendments 
which the ~Legislative Council had insisted 
on. The report was adopted. 

MESSAGE TO COUXCIL. 
HoN. J A. FIHELLY: I beg to move

That the ·Bill be returned to the Legislative 
Council with the following message :-

" :Mr. President,-
" The Legislative Assen::•bly having had 

under consideration the me,sage of the 
Legislative Council of date 5th December, 

Hon. J. A.. Fihelly.] 
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relative to the State Iron and Steel 
Works Bill, lieg now to intimate that 
thev-

"-Insist upon their disagreement to the 
amendments upon which the Legislative 
Council have insisted. 

" W. MoCoR:.~rAoK, 
"Speaker. 

"Legislative Assembly Chamber 
"Brisbane, 6th December, 19i7." 

}fr. 1IACARTXEY: I understood that a 
compromise had been come to in connection 
,·ith this Bill. 

Hon. J. A. FrHELLY: I will inform the 
Minister in the other House that we are 
Hgreeable to accept all the amendments if 
they increase the amount to £250,000. 

::\Ir. :VlACARTXEY: That was the infor
mation given to the Committee. If that is 
the case, I do not understand the message 
which it is propos0d to send back to the 
other Chamber, because t~1e message just 
states rhat the Assembly disogrees \vith all 
the amendments of the 1,; pp er House. I 
understand that the compromise suggested is 
that the amount of £100,000 should be in· 
cr~ased to £250,000, and all the other amend
ments o~ the Upper House will be accepted. 
If that. IS the ~ase I do not underotand why 
you wish to disagree with the amendments 
of the Upper House in toto. I rose more 
particularly to say this, that the discussion 
hangs round the increase of the sum of 
money which the Government is authorised 
to spend from £100,000 to £250,000. Without 
wasti~g. any time over it I say that that 
permissiOn ought not to be given to the 
Government, because no case has been made 
out showinc that the enterprise is justified 
io that extent at the pre"ent time. I sav 
that a blank cheque should not be given to 
the Government. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! The hon. gentle
man _had, an oppo_rtuniiy of discussing that 
questiOn m Comnnttce. 

1Ir. ::\IACARTXEY: But we are sending 
a mcssa<se back to the L.:pper House. :Mv 
viev, is that the 'Cpper House should be 
invited not to increase the amount bevond 
£100,000. The Opposition strenuouslv object 
because it will only be the means wh,;'rebv th~ 
peoples' money will be squandered. -

HoN. _J. A. _FIHELLY: In reply, I might 
say, br1cfly, 1n order to remove any 1nis~ 
understanding, that a message came from the 
LJ?f?Pl' House this evening saying that a 
sp1r1t of reasonableness might prevail, and 
that that Chamber might extend the amount 
from £100,000 to £200,000 or £250,000. The 
Fugge~,,tion emanated fro1n them, and I say, 
let them _fix it up. They interfered with our 
measme m the first place. If they are going 
t<e make conditions, well and good. Let 
them bear the brunt of it. We are doing 
our best to pass the measure, because we 
want to see it passed. \Ve disagree with 
e;-ery ameEdment. but we are prepared to 
nccept a reasonable compromise. I think 
v;e are acting in a most polite manner with 
that Chambei' in this particular matter. 

Ql!estion put and passHd. 

PAPER. 
The following paper, lai-d on the table, was 

<Jrdered to be printed :-
Additional regulations under the Public 

Curator Act of 1915. 

[Hon. J. A. Fihelly. 

APPROPRIATION BILL, NO. 4. 
:.\1ESSAGE FRO~! COL'NCIL. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of 
the following message from the Legislativa
Council:-

" :.\lr. Speaker,-
" 'rhe Legislative Council having ~ome, 

to the following resolution, viz.:-' That 
before reading Appropriation Bill No. 4 
a second time, it be returned to the Legis
lative Assembly with a request that they 
will omit clause 2 on the ground that it 
is not reasonable that a Parliament in 
its last session should deal with thee 
finances that properly belong to, and 
should be dealt with by, a future Par· 
liament,' beg now to intimate the same' 
to the Legislative Asserr.-bly, and herewith 
return the Bill. 

. " w. H.n!ILTOX, 
" PrE"ident. 

" Legislative Council Chamber, 
"Brisbane, 6th December, 1917." 

FREE Col'<FEREXCE. 
The TREASCRER: I beg to move-That 

the following mes,age be sent to the Legis
lativ€' Council:-

" Mr President -
"The Legisl~tive Assembly having 

considered the Legislative Council's mes· 
sap:e of this day's date. relative to the 
Appropriation Bill Xo. 4, request a free
conference with the Legislative Council, 
with a Yi<>w of arriving at a mutual 
agreement with respect to the said Bill. 

" 'rhe Legislati.-e Assembly appoint the 
Hon. T. J. Ryan and the Hon. E. G. 
Theodore to be the managers to represent 
them at such conference, ·and name 2'\o. 1 
Comm'ittee Room. Legislative Assembly, 
to be the place, the conference to be held' 
forthwith. 

" vV. McCoR>IACK, 
"Speaker. 

" Legislative Assembly Chamber, 
"Brisbane, 6th December, 1917." 

Question put and passed. 

At three minute'. to 9 o'clock p.m., 
The SPEAKER said: I shall resume thEr 

chair at a later hour. 

At hventy minutes past 9 o'clock p.m., 
The House resumed. 
The SPEAKER reported the recPipt of the· 

following ,message from the Legislative Coun
cil:-

" ::\Ir. Speaker.-
" The Legislative Council agree to th6' 

free conference requested by the Legisla
tive Assembly in their message of 6th 
December, on the subject of the Appro· 
priation Bill, No. 4. 

" The Legislative Council name No. 1 
ComtnittPP Roo1n, Legislatiye CounciL to 
be the place and 9.15 p.m. this day to be 
the hour and date of meeting, and 
appoint the Hon. E. \V. H. Fowlcs. the 
Hon. T. :\1. Hall, and the Hon. A. G. 
C. Hawthorn to be the managers thereof 
in their behalf. 

"vv. HA:Ii!LTON, 

" President. 
"Legislative Council Chamber, 

"Brisbane, 6th December, 1917." 
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The SPEAKEH,: I bhall rcbumc tho chctir 
at a later hour. 

At five minutes pa .t 10 o'clock p.m., 

LA='JD "\C_;T Al\IE='JDMENT BILL. 

'l'lll' SPIC~\I{!~H .;::t.nnrJunced the rt~ecipt of u 
nw a"·u £r )!lJ the Lc•giJ:1ti\'O CuuhciL rLLurn

, ~ thi~; B.ilJ ,, ith UrlH'nJ.~llt'nis, iu "<,hich 
tlLy invit:.'d tLc <-OrF:nt·, ..:nee of th LegiJlu-
~ i' ) A~',en.tl -1:~, ' 

Tho SECRETARY FOrt PUBLIU L"\.::\DS: 
'rhc <Jf"lPl' Chun1b:'t J td n'fu 0. 1, 1' aiu, to 
a<'eq't the A.,."·ulbly's dau '! 2 to thn Bill, 
'vhich provided for the l'ClH''Ll of th B rtion 
o£ the _'.:.et bv 1, hi eh the c-1urt was -n y- utcJ 
fro1n inc:tea __ ·i~. _; the l'L•11t on any r: ~.su:en£ 
lcyond (:J pce cont. on cxi·_;tir··" rat.';. The 
Treasurer hnc~ L ~ti1~1ated in his Budget 
rcccivinr-; a ccrt 1 in a1nount of n1oney fron1 
this amendnldlt of the Set. Ho'YeTer, it wa 
onl~t one of tEany 1 _; juct!ons n1ad b:~ the 
other Ch:nn"brl\ and it seemed ilnj_lOssiblc to 
press it nuy further. (t had been sulnnit', cl 
011 hYo lH'CYiGn.::; o~ -,_~;ens, and he thought 
that thi year, at -''ll. rate. th' t' v.,oulc!' b-<' 
no di~1· ·Hlt,. A< of fact tlu_ c:•urt, 
whcn .JL•aling ~ 11b:T of r.::-8( .ruents 
thi..; ;- '- ar iu tlF.~ had a·· 1nueh 
t: ; 2~ 5 pet C:'HL ltiUl'l~ l'CdtS <.u-;ked th lll LhO 

rourt could [''1 on 3. _..._ 'JUP_t of th·::::; ..:_\,•t. Th0y 
thought th:lt h. the t·rwo I of it, it w,mlcl l>o 
rr.L ~iLlo f·;r :~w Cro 1.'.':·_._ ~o obtain iJ~ll value 
fro1n it- Pfl'"..:'lct tenan~.:;. 

1-:Ion. \V. 1) ..... \IDi:STW));c~ : On pn_'Sl'IJt Yalues 
d ,,tuck. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUDLIC LANDS: 
Thu hull. t;t~r:tlornan "'-YaE ..111 autlH•rit\ on 
~~- . 

1-lon. Y\'". J). },._niiit;j_'HOSG: ~f'r·s, I aHl. I 
k1w " nwrc than you <-in. 

Tlw SECRETAR -,~ 1<'0U PUBLIC LA~DS: 
If lw \Vl;l'e not, he thunght lw wa:-

1 
ro it e.anw 

tu the sa1ne thing, vo far as he wa:; conct'l'l1t'd. 
.1\t <.-·ny ra~t>, f1at vva' apart fron1 the ulljl'·~t. 
llo thup ~~ht it w~'-8 r' grett:1blc thaL tl1e Unr:\ n 
\LL~:. not able to obtain a fair rent fro 11 

th·l pastora!i,ts of the State. Other tL mni· 
i . .z.1 a rnalJ,~ r wa:c were called upon tn 
pay the full value for their La os; but 
thu otlwr c:uuulwr, as t!Jc guardi•nJ of the 
pa:..:toralists, said th·1t tlh1SC -peopl' U!.ust not 
be clmrged their full nlue, bt'catFG at a 1 

earliol' v•rioJ in th'i;· hi• tory Prrlio.ment 
thought fit eo do somcdhin:o, to protect those 
pe~;plc; tho:o.."fore) fer ,., 11 tirne th•·CT mus7 
cnjo:~~ th 't protcctio11. He yery much re
grct-Ld the position a, it Vir.as, but he was 
co:npcllccl reluctantly t0 acc,,pt the amend
lllf'at. 

?vir. ~,U,CAR.'l'XEY: The hon. gentleman, 
in annonnC'in;- tl1c ngrc -1..:.1ent of thr G .r.~ern
rrec;t that flnl"Dclnv: t. hnd oound it neccs-

jJ'V to reflect on t 11e {Jtl:er Chr!mbr-r in the 
<J. .. q;- 1 -,-av for clcct:v cr·1'in0' purno: TLc 
hoL. ~~c-~}1(1 lnnn L .. U~3t rf ··ogni;;;e .:hat, jf the 
Go- cr'Jnc-nt ph.-1cc.J thP r·a.rne ~-~ ... Jre on the 
BiJl th:t~, tbe hon. rrpn;·,h-·, 1an sonp-ht to Eiakn 
t1:r_:. pc•cp]p belie\ e hL~ pla('ed upon those 
matter., which were rejected by the Uppnr 
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Chamber. a differe>nt 1cccption would be 
'?'iycn to the action takc•1 hv the otheJ' House. 
He c mld oa]y take it, .:noir~g tbat the an1cnd~ 
nnut ,.-yas acecpted-ilH_·j:e was uot rnueh in 
tbo Bill otherwise-that the subject matter 
''as rnorc of that clPctiouccring eharactcr 
required for use amongst the people. The 
hon. gentlcm:m coukl nut suggest that tho 
l'xtraordinary condition>o which existed at the 
pre:cnt 1nornent, nr: ,ipv fl·orn the war or 
other C'au:-)cs. was a jn· hfic~~tion for .a..ltt'rinr; 
the eonclitions for ;:'.ll t.1::ne Thcv knew \'l'l'.Y 

vn:dl that as .scun as tl;1· \Var was over the 
opecial cmlllitions would not cxi,,t, and they 
'·rould proGaLly get back into a condition 
t;in1ilar to that whieh \'X~ .tcd Lcforo the \\ar
'._;jld probably a great d( -J worse. 

'I'he SE CRI<. CAHY FOil F t;BLIC LAxDR : In 1910 
ynur o\vn Go,·ernnwut triud to rcnlOYl; this. 

Mr. M \CARTNEY: 'rhcy rcmcmb!!r that 
i h~~ ver_y elausc about ,,vhich the.) were 110\V 

fi.ghtinz ·was introdtK'"'ll hy a Labour-con
trolled Government, of which the hon. gcntlo
lnan's cvllcagu was a t>HlJpnrtod. In 1905 jt 
wa.::; pas,_,ed by a IJLtboL~r~<'Oiltro1lcd Govern
ment. 

The SECRllT!.EY FOE Pl:BLIC INSTRUCTION: 
I fought e..gainst it. 

Mr. MACART:'-JJo::Y : The Minister brought 
it up by interjection. Tho other Chamber 
lwd m:,de an amcncluwnt that proteeted the 
character of Parlia!JJC'lt, and tlwv did good 
scrvico for Qtieonsland. • 

Quc"-;tion put und pw,-;cd. 

On clause 4-" .. :lmcndmcnt oj section 
100"-

Thc SECHE'L\RY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Thi· clau:e }wd been strndc out, <>JHl it w~: 
conoequential on the deletion of elmtsc• 2. Hu 
movrxl-That th0 umPJH!mc'Jit of the Legibb
tin· Council lw agre,_,d to. 

C{uestion put ,_,nd pa~~~d. 
On clnu~c 9-" Am.endmcnt of srhcdule 

11."-

'l'he SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA~DS · 
rfhe F;UDO prilleiplC' \VaS involved in this 
ocan,p In reply to the ho:1. m<;mll~u· for 'l'o?· 
•,y,,;J.g

1 
he point~ cl out by InterJection that 111 

1910, "hen ::VIr. Denham was Secretary for 
Pnl,i]c Lands, a Lar!d Bill -was _iutroduc~~c1 
whi<·h ~ou~rht to r{'1H.'al the scctron of t(te 
Land Act which this Bill aho trir:d to do, 

. J onlv fur tlY pastoralists ontsidc~
.:-uppci.'tc<i h~,· hon. rnornl1ers in tbe llouR<'-
thut .-,"dion 'would have lwe:1 deleted. They 
LitmwJ the Land Crmrt at that time .for not 
~,:vi,'rr .ut k•ast up to 50 per c9nt. m~'"""-Sll 
~n tlr n•11t, but. th·tt \Yas ancrent hrstory. 
lie (:11r. Hunter) then rmpportcd the !'cpeal 
"f th•~ , cction, and he still supported It. It 
v. as not fair to the other tenants of the 
('rown that one sction were P"otccted to the 
- of 50 per cent. while the othm' had Lo 

bll i!lcrease in the rent. 
1\1r. G17XN: There ar0 bvicc n~ rnany graz

jng farn1ers. as pJstoraHsts. 

The- SECRET) .. RY FOR PUBLIC LA"'fl{.S: 
:\ll the n1orr> reaRon why the pastor.at1~.ts 
~ honld pay more. It would open the CY('S of 
hon. 111 cm.bcrs if the\ eou1d read the reports 
cf Hu~ a-;sc-ssors. ~ 

Mr. MACARTNEY: \Vel!, open our oyes. \V c 
nro ht'rc to got inform~tion. 

The SECRET "\RY FOR PTJBLIC LANDS : 
An hon. member opposite said t-hat because 

Hon. J. 1lf. Hunter.] 
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thoro was a war on. and tht• price of 
wool was high, an opportunity w ts sought to 
got an increase :n the rc1its of pastoral 
leases. 'l'ho Kidston Guvt•rmnont trit•d to get 
mora rant from the pastoralists in 1910 when 
there was not a war on. He moved--That 
tho Legislative Council's amendment be 
agreocl to. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: The hon. member 
referred to the fact that tlw 1910 Bill con
tained a similar clause. It wus pointr•d out 
to the Liberal Govcrnmt•ut at that time that 
it was an ad of rc•tmrliatiou of a statutory 
written contract, and the J,illl•ml Government 
recognising tho justice of it n•stored the 
clause which had previously ),e.•·u introduced 
into the Act l1y u Labour-contrdlkd Govern· 
nrent. 

Question put and passed. 
The House resumed. The CHAIR;\IAN re

ported that tho Committer• had agrur•d to the 
Legislative Council's amcn<lllldlh in the BilL 
The report was adopted, and the Bill was 
ordered to be returned to the Lerrislative 
Council by message in the u,ual f01·in. 

At ten minutes to 11 o'clock p.m., 
'fhe SPEAKER resumed the chair. 

STATE IRON AND STEEL WORKS BILL. 
MESSAGE FROM COcNCIL, No. 3. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of 
the following message from the Legislative 
Council:-

" Mr. Speaker,-
" The Legislative Council having had 

under consideration the rr'<lssage of the 
Legislative Assembly of date 6th Decem.· 
hr>r, relative to the Sr.ute lron and Stool 
Works Bill, beg now to intimate that 
they-

" Further insist on their amendment in 
clause 10 (now 9), and offer the following 
further amendment, on line 7-After 'hun
dred ' to insert ' and fifty ' ; in which 
further amendment they invite the con
curnmco of the Legislative Assembly; and 
further insist on their other amendments 
in the Bill, including the amendment in 
the title, to which the Legislative 
Assembly have insisted on disagreeing. 

" w. HAM!Ll'ON, 
" President. 

" L~?ish:tive Council Chamber, 
Bnsbane, 6th December, 1917." 

MEsS.\GE TO CouNCIL DECLARING BILL "LosT." 

The. PREMIER: I beg to n1ovc-'l'hat the 
followmg message be sent to tile Legislative 
Council in reply to their message of this 
date:-

"Mr. President,-
" 'l'he Legislative Assembly having had 

under consideration the Legislative 
ym;n~il's message of this day's date, 
ms1etmg on their arr•endments in the 
State Iron and Stool Works Bill to 
which the Legislative Assemblv l1ave 
already disagreed, beg now to intimate 
that, the Legislative As~embly being 
unab!~ to .concur in the said amendments, 
the B1ll, m the terms of the Parliamen
tary Bills Roferemdum . \et of 1908 is 
now lost. ' 

" W. McCoRMACK, 
" I . 

1 
. " Speaker. 

,ogis ative Assembly Chamber 
"Brisbane, 6th December, 1917." 

[Hon. J. M. Hunter. 

I regret that the Council have soon fit to 
in·1ist uvon the limitation which they have 
plac<•d upon the amount that may be ex
pondPcl in the establishment of iron and steel 
works. It must be quite obvious to them 
th11t eventually-if these works are to be a 
complete succf•<-a largC'r sum than £150,000 
will ha vo to lJc spent. It seems to me to 
indicate that their desiro is to limit the 
amount which may be eventually spent upon 
it under the authority of this Bill to such 
an oxttmt that they cannot be a complete 
success. The attitude is only consistent with 
thr. views we hL•ard expressed by some pro· 
mincnt mombt•rs of the Opposition during 
the passage of the Bill through this House. 
1\1orL'ovt~r, it is an infringcrncnt of the 
privilc'zc of this House for the Leg-islative 
Uouuci.i to attempt to limit the amount which 
may lw apvropriated for tho purposes of the 
Dill. The other amendments, too, seem to 
me to he so mol\ hat capriciou.s. They are 
t'L'rtainly intended to bring about the result 
"·hich I very much regret to see has occurred. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: If the hon. gentle
man had been in this Chamber when the 
matter was before the Committee on the 
previous oceasion he would have heard the 
statement of the Minister then in charge of 
the Bill that it was expected that a com
promise would have been arrived at under 
1•.·hich the amendment of the Council. other 
than the limitation of £100,000, would be 
accepted, and that the £100,000 would be 
incrc•asod to a larger amount. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: I said not loss than 
£200,000, and I mentioned £250,000. 

Mr. MACAR'l'NEY: The hon. gentleman 
did mc•ntion £250,000. I point that out 
in reply to the remarks of the Premier in 
rPgard to the oth0r amendments. At the 
tinw I said I doubted very much whether 
the GovprnmPnt seriously dPsired tho passage. 
of this Dill, and I am encouraged in that 
doubt bv the fact that no concrete recom
nwndation from those who understood the 
undertaking has been put before this Cham
kor at any stage of this Bill. There is 
I•othing, indeed, to show that the Govern· 
mcnt haYe considered the question further 
than the existence of certain suitable ores; 
and no proposition has boon put which would 
jm;tify the House in believing that the under
taking would be successful or profitable. I 
think the Upper Chamber had dono a ser
vice to the State in endeavouring to put a 
limitation upon the amount which the 
Government might risk or squander. 'l'hcro 
has been no Estimates placed before Parlia
ment suggesting expenditure for the estab
liohment of iron and 'tee] works. 

Hon. J. A. FIHEI.LY: I can mention £400 
for <Ln assistant geologist. 

Mr. MAC"\RTNEY: The current financial 
year will end on 30th June, and not ono 
pound has been put on tho Estimates. as 
anticipated expenditure, in connection with 
those works. 

The PRE;\IIER: That is not necessary when 
it is appropriated by the Act. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: It may be appro
priated bv the Act; but no provision has 
been mad'o for the amount required under 
that Act. 

The PREMIER: It is appropriated bv the 
BilL 
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Mr. :MACAR'rNEY: The amount •ug
gn,;tcd by the othcr Home is more than 
ample for the current year. I realise that 
if it wpro desirable to c-tablish these works. 
and r:arry thorn on profitably, the limit would 
not be ovon half a million--probably not 
oven a million. But WD have not got to 
that stage yet. The Government has not 
put a concreto proposition before the House, 
supported by export recommendation. 
£100,000 is a suflicicnt amount for the Go
V<'rnmont to play \vith during the current 
financirrl year. As has been pointed out in 
the "other place.}' no legislation was final. 
If it turns out that the cxperimf'nts thte Go
vernment arc going to make-and they ha;-o 
not got bc"ond the experimental •. tag<' yet
show that the industry <'fLn be establislwd on 
a succp,·ful basis, further provision can b0 
marlo whon Parliament meets again. Thoro 
will be plenty of time to add to the amount 
rPqnircd. It will be "hown, in tho course 
of timo, that the Legislative Council arc 
doing a sr>I·vice to Qncc'nsland in pbcing 
a limit on a Govermaent that \VUS j1l'C]>arerl 
to enter into a "wild-cat" P.porulation 'vith
out due consideration, and \Vithout obbin
ing sumciPnt expert advice. 

The PRE:>IIER: 'rhorc is nothing " wild-c·,t" 
nbout this. 

Mrc CORSER: I am Yery di appointed at 
the Go;-ernmont not nccepting tiP recom
mendations of the "other place." I am eon
vin<lod now that the Government have no 
business in the scheme-that it is mcrrk a 
bit of "'indow-dres;;inv,. The proof of that 
is in bringing it forward at th0 olovonth 
hour, and stating-as they have done right 
alonp>-that the proposition was pri,marily 
for the development of the industry in re<.-;ar<l 
to pig ironc And now, wh;m tlwy have more 
than is necessary for all that th0v claimed, 
dwy arc r~ot g'olng Dr. 'vith it. rj'1hr\y 1~0vor 
claimed that they \VerP going tD cctart cto(') 
;York::: at once. 

Tho PRE.I! mr:: You will fmd that the Go
vernment Wcill not he dPterro<l from pursu
ing their policy; but they want a proper 
Dill. In the meantime we will b0 (:;Oing on. 

Mr. CORSER: W c are quite certain that 
the Premier is not s:oiug to be stoppe<l by 
an Act of Parliamont--unl<'ss thc•ro is ·come 
othn· powc•r which is greater going to stop 
hir1. Ho is once who lik0s to see that oth0rs 
do not hr<'ak Acts of Parliament, but he doe;; 
not mind whether he dol's, so long as he iA 
able to do what he wants. in his own way. 

Question put and passed. 

APPROPRIATION BIL:L, No. 4. 
RESULT OF FREE CONFERENCE. 

The SPEAKER announced the ro<:'eipt of 
the following message from the Legislative 
Council:-

" Mr. Speaker,-
" Tho Lq6shtivo Council hav0 this day 

ag-rc0d to tho Bill intitulcd ' .\ Bill to 
Apply C0rtain Sums of Mmwy out Df th0 
Consolidated Revenue Fund to the Ser
vice of the Y C'ars ending on the last davs 
of J uno, 1918 and 1919, and certain fur
ther Sums to thP Service of the year 
ended on the last ·day of June, 1917, and 
to appropriate the Supplies granted in the 
pr<'sf'nt S0ssion of Parliament,' with the 
amf'ndm0nts indic~ttod by the accompany
ing schodulc, which were agreed to as a 
r0sult of the fr0n conference between the 
two Houses, The Legislative Council 

accordingly rcqnc•st the concurrence of 
the Legislative Assembly in these amend
ments. 

" W. HAMILTON. 
"President. 

·' LegislativP Conncil Chamber, 
"Brisbane, 6Lh December, 1917." 

Th" TRl~ \ST:Rlm: I have to report th:tt 
the managers appointPd by this House met 
the m,.nagers appointed from another place, 
to hold a fre,, <·nufprencC' on the subject
math'r uf Appl'.•l!l'i,,ttun Bill, No. 4. After 
consideration, ~i hP~~r· arrivQ<.l at a mutual 
un<lcrstandirw with rc?:l1rd to the suggested 
am<"ndmont· .. 

0 

The arn0ndmonts will be in
, nrtod by the L0gi htivc Council. I beg to 
mov< ---That thP following mf'ssage be re
tu mod to the Legislative Council:-

"Mr. Prc·;ident,-
" The Logislati-.-o Assembly having had 

under consideration the Legislative 
Council's mcscage of this day's date, 
rdativ0 to the Appropriation Bill, No. 
4, beg now to intimate thl1t they-

" Agree to the amendments in the said 
Bill. Tho Legislative Assembly desire it 
to be undorstood that they agree to this 
unusual procedure (being the result of a 
free conference) for' the purpose of facili
tating the pasccugo of the Bill, but on no 
account is it to be regarded as a precedent 
or an admission of the right of the Legis
lative Council to am·ond an Appropriation 
Bill. 

" \V. McCoRoiACK, 
"Speaker. 

"LegislativP Assembly Chamber, 
"Brisbano, 6th Docorr.-bcr, 1917." 

Ilon. \V. D. .\mmmo:<rG: What was the 
arrangemC'nt Y 

The TIU~.\RUR!<:It: The agreement in
volves t.ho r<"ltlci ion of the amount which 
was askc'd for as a vct0 of credit on bf'half 
of tlw finr1ncial ;I'Ca r 1918-19. The original 
Bill provi,~(·d fcT tlH· appropriation of 
£500.000 il'< n t'v '.Jn~oli-datc<l rewmuP 
fnn<l on account ,,f lf118-19, £250,000 from 
the tnr.t and ,,,wcial fmHl. and £150,000 from 
th0 loan furu{ account. The Couneil havP 
agreed to give us a 1·ote on credit on behalf 
of that vPar, hut ".skr<l that the amount be 
rcduc0d ;" so thnt-<ls a cornpro,mise-\VC ac~ 
cepted half thP ;cmount that was l1Sked for 
in th0 first ca<c. 

The SPRAKER: I suggest that the hon. 
<rcntlf'man move nw out of the 0hair and that 
the House go into Committee to dua~ with 
the Legislative Council's am0ndments m the 
Bill. 

Co~r::.nTTEE. 

{.>fr. B'rtram, }rfarcc, in thr rhair.) 

The TREASuREE moved-That the Legis
lativ" Council's amcndmonts in clause 2 h0 
agrrt:d to. on thr U!\C1.0r:;t,anding which he 
had alrcadv montionPd to hon. members. It 
ropresente<i Uw carrying ont of an agreement 
alr0ady arrin'd at at tl1'· free confproncc. 

Mr. M.\CARTNEY: Although the hon. 
gentleman had not said so, he took it that 
the cff('ct of th<' amendment was to mako 
the Suppl;~' that h11cl been given_ for the year 
1918-19 a fortnight's Supply, mstoad of a 
month. 

The TRK\S1:nr.n : y.,,, it carries us over 
tho first pay. 

Mr. Macartney.] 
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:Mr. J\tL\CARTNEY: IJp alco Y. ishf'd b 
sav for his side of the House, th;ct thP.v 
:·ti"Il 'trcm::;lv objeotod to the prinriplo "hi eh 
wn ~ iiJ\·z,lvf;d in what had bPcn donf'. The." 
looh•cl on the amcmlment simply as a con>· 
prolni.-;P. 

Th., l'REMIEil: Suppoo.ing a Parliament W< .; 

Pnded by offluxion of time in February, how 
long would we got Supply-uniil Jun0 I 

l\fr. MACARTNEY: If this Parli; ment 
cxpirPd by effiuxion of ti.me in Fc•bruar· thev 
would gDt Supply to tlw end of J unn; an;! 
that was the recognieed practice. 

The PRE11!EH: I am not speaking of thi:: 
Parliament; but assuming a Parliament 
Pnded by effiuxion of time in li'obmary ? 

Mr. MACARTNRY: Assuming a Parlia
ment did end in February, Supply v:ould, 
no doubt, be granted to tho end of .J uno, 
according; to the ordinary practice, simply 
because It had been ree:Jgnisocl. It nnglu 
be a very good practice to limit Supply up t., 
the> end of March in such a case. The objec
tion taken by the Legislative Council, in their 
first message, was a. sound one, and he .i'·.~
gretted they had not adhered to it. It 
show0d the reasonableness, apparently, of 
another Chamber in dealing with mattNs of 
business sent to it from this Chamber. Judg
ing by their attitude on this and othin· 
matters, there was no ground for the com
plaint that had been made. 

Question put and passed. 

The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN re
ported that the Committee had agreed to 
the Legislative Council's amcndmontp, in 
th.P Bill. The report w;u adopted, anrl the 
Brll ordered to be returned to tho Lc;rislative 
Council with tho following m-.:•,sagc :-

"Mr. President,-
" The LogislatiYe .\ssombly having had 

under coo,,kh ration the Logi,,lativD Coun
cil's 1ncs.~ago of this dav's date, rPlatiYc i:o 
the. Appropriation Bili, No. 4, h<'g now 
to mbmate that th<'y-

" Agree to the amendmencs in the said 
Bill. The Legislative Assemblv desire it 
to be understood that they agl·ee to i.hif:; 
unusqal procedure (being the result of a 
free conference) for the purpose of 
facilitating the pac.sage of the Bill, but 
on no account is it to he rc•gard0d as a 
precedent or an admission of the right 
of tho Legislative Council to amend an 
Appropriation Bill. 

" \V. McCORMACK, 
"Speaker. 

"LP["islative A ,embly Chamber, 
"Brisban<', 6th December, 1917." 

SPECIAL ADJOURNMEN'I'. 

VALEDICTORY. 

The PREMIER : Mr. Speaker, I beg to 
rnove-- Thrd; thr> 1Imbc, at it~; ri~i21g, do 
adjourn till 'I'hursday, 27th Decembor: We 
have now come to the end of the session. It 
has been a verv strenuous and somewhat 
~V\:,ntful session,~ and I am sure that hon. 
rr embers arp glad that it has come to an 
<'nd. (Hear, hear!) During the session we 
have had manv political differences, but I 
trust thn t we ha vo not left any feelings of 
prrsonal ill-will on tlw occasion o'f our 
parting at the end of the session. (Hear, 

[MT. llf acarme.y. 

hn r}) For so rho of us-~ indeed, for all of us 
-~rt 1s a cnso o.f knocking off. work to 9~rr:z 
bric~<.J, as :vo w>ll bo engaged m what wrL l:x, 
rt strenuous cn1npaign on ~ne of thef. m~.s~ 
inllJ(iJ'tant l1!:1t~ors ; ny .G ;\' 111 '_ rl., Cell 

,::1}~-miil ;.-, the people. I wrsh to expre·., tlw 
' ·,· o that in the conduct of that ~ampargn 
1l"~r0 w1ll he no p,~r~:J)' ~ll h>tL·TtH H.·lJUq'ecl 
.' .{ nwt f<_.r.}jn;::r;, Wii\ } t'.:li) (' ~·'\l'':.Y'1CJlDl1 ', 

than they have-- be-rm; ~ecause, r:o matter 
-. lHtt is the result of thrs campaign, there 
i::. r:o doubt that after the ~Oth December 
;; " must' stand together a umted p9ople to 
c 1 rr·, out the policy of prosocutmg the 
war to a successful issue. (Hear, hear ll 
I h:· ,, e to thank you, I\/[r. Speaker, ana 
,;thur mcrQbers of the House, and also 
the• " Ransard " staff, officers of the House, 

nd attendants in the refreshment-roorr~. for 
tl',, j r courtoou:: assistance on all occa~Ions 
thro11:;-hout the session. I hope !hat h?n. 
rrH'mbers will havo as happy a ChristmastiJe 
ns th~v can under tho circ~r~:nstanccs. I ~eel 
"'~'" t 1:~t our syn pa.thy v.-!11 go out at trrat 
t:rllO ie> thoso who haH· be<·n berc"t':ed by the 
]. .q of tho.:0 ne ·,r and dc:u to them at the 
f:·c,>>. (H0o.r, h-·:tr !) !'here is no doubt 
1lwt ;; ,, iil be a. conoolat O'l to them to kr;ow 
t.hrt o"r :Jwugh'' arc with them at a hm·e 
'· he 1 th: ir be]-c · :·0mcnt will bo accent~mted 

_; t!:c rc'llombrance of former h:~ ppy t1mes. 

2 ~oxJrBAELE 1lE:\IBErs : Hear, hear! 

~-,Ir. ~:I.\CARTNEY: Thero is no doubt 
th:1t haYP had a Rtr0nuous SC"''iion, and 
it probably bo long romomlwrc>d in con-
"' v;it.h the history of the Queensland 
Parlin.nwnt. I do not propose to refer to 
th: ''"happy <'pi·.ndos of the. s0ssion. I sup· 
1 1 "ili 1 :tko them up m another pl":m 
] 'o·· nn. I would like to join the Prrnnr:r 
in 111:1kin:; t}w CIPrk of t~c IIousc- and h_H:; 

~··:l .t:-"·, -nnd abo the yar~ou.l einployeeR. In 
cotion with the> parhamcntary bmld
ir!cluding the "I-IanFurd" sta.ff and 
r: 'Jl'0 'nta' iYt's of tho l'rc::s,. for th0 

flP(1 af':;:istancc at all tunes ex-
tu the Oppc,ition. \Vo arc. a~-

o· rli0r than Uf'ua1. and rt rs 
1-", d,~: r.;: Jn D-1.rly to offer Chri:.Jtlnas. grcet-
i1 '"'. · \Yith tho hon. rrcn!lcman, I thmk .we 
·;J( o•c•;ree il.at th 0 re should b.• rn exprc_,, 1011 

r·f .... ar fef'1ing of sympathy for tho:w who h~:Yo 
lr .[ their dear ones at the front, a;rd for 
tho ,1 ,vho htnr·J bc0n \vound.ed-and, rndeed, 
for ll those who have suffered u a ro:·,ult 
, f +1w 1.var. 'V c 'J:ould not be human bmngR 
if rc,did not respond to tlwse ~eclings at a 
time];;,,. thi<. I hope that.the t•me may not 
t ,, far distant when both SI·c\cs of the Hous<' 
'I!'', be united in the de··~re to help the 
gmnire to tho greatest pc.-.s1ble ext"r:t, and 
in (.,,t0nd that feeling of loyalty W~!Ch wo 
0 ]] ought to show. I also t_rust that t~<' 
c.ln~~):ti~.,.n which we arc c!1tcnng upon w1ll 
r<'Jt b-. 11 cec'~ar:il~y .. ono of l;ntt\rn~'. ·,, a~thou~h 
th 0re app0:·:s to bf' an 1n_chn~ho~ rn t.~at 
diredion at the prc· 0nt hmo. I1 \VO ~an 
0nh· r0me1nbnr the issu0~ at f"t:-- ko, nnd aC't 
:·cc:.-,·di:,~;ly, I do r;ot thmk thoro should bo 
anY r0al room for d1ffercncc bt'b c0n n1~n1bcrs 
on. c ':lrN si-de of the IIous<'. On~ rs por
hu 0 , inclin0d to express the fcel!ngo ono 
hci:1s; but, having regard to !he drffcronc,:s 
tlut exist, it would be ot!t et_ place+' to say 
more than I have ,done on .this r:'10c,ron. I 
trust that before we meet, ~rther m anoth~r 
~, 0 ::;~,-inn. or in another ~arh~mcnt, mmnbms 
on hdh 'id0· will s00 alrko m regard to the 
1• "''" t quc,tion,, which I have referred to 
(.., night. (I-Irar, hear!) 
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Her-; .. J. G. APPEL: I desire with tho 
k:a:~c_;_· o[ th_<: ~~Icu-,~ and th'"' dePuty leader 
n~ ,,ne ~ppoc.J' .Jn, to th~nk the oflic~rs of the 
Lllusc m every capac~ty, for the courtesy 
,.hown to the Opposition and to members 
fiCncrally. If we have no further session, 
m:;ny of us may possibly not meet again in 
th.' cmgust Chamb. r. > me oF ns proLah)y 
WilL So far as I J.m pm ;onally concerned I 
nl}'Y say that I have always endeavoured' to 
:hrcc'· m:· conduct •o as to avoid tho 
mdu_lgoncc'. of any p•.rsonal feeling in con
nu~wn w1th any wbjcct ., hich may have 
c. me ~cfor0 qo,. I have aho adopted tho 
s1u.d l~~e of conduct on the platform out
srd<'. . Ihe leader of the Govurment has 
m• ntwned a certain matter of the greatest 
moment to the Empire and to the Common
wr~aJ~.h of ..._11~u<r:,lin. :~:n-c-1, porf·JrCC' to tho 
~tatc ?f Que2n~l~nd. \Vo difi..cr in' connec
tJ,1n :_nth a certam question which has been 
submitted to the people of this Statt•. I 
can only J:r~pe tha~, in dealing with this 
muttPr, les·1tm;rate dlc·cu•·.ion and debate may 
a} one be . earned on, witi out any porsonali
tros or b1tterne s. The question at i:'•Uo is 
far above and tran~:·nnds any pe1-.onal 
:n;attcr. Ho.n. gentlemen on the Gov<Jrnmcn~ 
s1de may thmk that a ccrtein method should 
b:· adopted. Others comider that another 
method should be adovtNJ The matter rests 
almost wholly in the- Pruaier's hands, and 
I hopo we can apiJroach the matter in the 
way he has suggest-Jd. Let us put our vicvcs 
bdore the elcdors of thn State and Cam· 
monwcalth, and let u' work to,.cthcr for the 
ono common purpose, with thcu one comma"n 
aim and the one common object, and that 
IS that our Empne sha1l succm'ri. \Y C' 

must all fed Ycry "oroud of our Empin', 
and wo all hop-~ that she will succeed and 
will still hold the nosition as the arbiter of 
just-ice and frf'~dom- for the benefit, not alone 
of ou~ own people, bnt for the universe 
p;ener,11ly. (HNtr, hear!) May the Empiro 
l:n ~ro\vncd with victory, and may a cnn
elu:-.IV_(:' peace soon -a.rpr·n, like .. th0 bright 
Inornln.t:?· star. 11n>' thf En1piro arise from 
her tnaL and tribulations and mav tho 
blood that has been shed' for the nation 
have tho dl'oct of making us more united, 
and o~nerge from this titanic strug;:lo the 
most glorious Empire that the world has 
ever seen. I urrito in the good wishrs cx
pree cc-cl towards members of this House. 
Although WC' way have difLred, I havo no 
personal feclin:; or bittNncss against any 
member of the Houfc. I trust some of us 
may . moot here dgain for the purpose of 
carrym; on '' govet'l1l 'c 1t that will be for 
tlw be· dit ci t.hc p~onle of thi Str,'c, which, 
I am sorry to say, has not been the case. 
during the present Parliament. 

Th0 SPEAKER : BdorP putting the 
motion I de· ire, on behalf of the officers oi 

the :House, tho "I-I ,.:.r··~~-rd" f'ta:ff, 
[E.30 p.m.] the Prec.;, and tho various as.iist-

mot ··, to thn~lT th~ Premi<:'r, the 
d":mty )ea.d :r .of, tho, Opposition, and l\Ir. 
"'<pPPL 1 1r 1_ ..... r ,;;:Jntllv rf'f(~!'<'ne~s. On n1Y 
mm behalf I desire to ·,incorely thank tho 
mc:olw:;. of the House for their courtesy Ll 
lllfl dunng n1y occupancy of tho position of 
S en: cr. I have bc•n treated inYarinb1v 

ith courtcs;·· by b0th sidr of the House, 
[!Dd haxo c·1 ..-Jl or< ,q_,;:;ions cndC'uvoure-d to Co 
my 1 st .• ne! to net fn.irly and impartially. 

fTO~·.oU~{AllL£ ::.VfE . .::rgr.~: 1-Ic·J.r, hc.~r! 

Question put and pa. sed. 

AD.JOURNMENT. 

Tho PRE:MIEH: I beg to move--That t}.i, 
Hon o do now adjourn. 

:\lr. MAGARTNEY: Bcfor<' t.hre adjom·n· 
n.2nt I would like to ask th' hon. crcntloman 
whrther thoro would be any c·hjvct!on to the 
publicutio:1 of tho state nont made by l\Ir. 
1\.IrDougall, of \Y ar\vjc\, in r0fercncn to tho 
roccnt incident at Warwick? I undcrsbmd 
that a portion only of his stah'ment has been 
made public, and it ha .. given riee to a 
certain amount of dic•.atisfadion. Mr. 
:McDougall-~ well-known m<tn at Wanvick
made a .·'ntement to the police, and a por
tinl onlv d that statement has been referred 
to in t'he report of the Commissioner of 
Police, and I underctand it is thc general 
doeire to have the statement made public. 

The PREMIER: The hon. member has 
ackcd a question with regmd to the state· 
LO"t ·;iYt bv ::\L. :' .. cDoug;•Jl tn the Com
miscioner of Police. Of course, thm·o is noth
iJl,' :) lL'<~Yf':nt J\1r. ~.I( Doug,Jl hin1~e1f 
uaking public anythiy.g that ho thinks h~" 
not been disclose.d, aHhouz·h I have no doul1t 
that my col!Pague, the Homo Secretary, v.~ill 
make available any of those reports to the 
Prrs· if th<'y wieh to oce them. 

Mr. MACA!:l::\'EY: Thoro is no objection to 
the Pro;' seeing the reports? 

Th• PREl\IIER: Them is no objrction 
~.vhatev0r tD the Press seeing th(' reports. 

Question put and passo,l. 

Th0 House adjonrn0d at thirty minut.~'' pa·· 
ll o'clock p.m. 

BILLS Afi.RE:\TED TO ,\ T CLORE 
OF SEi'iSlON. 

On Sntnrdoy, Rt-h De< •m!H•r, 1917, a Orrrttr 
;\',f't, aorr7ira1'.1J \VUS is:'Ul'd signifying· the 
' c nt nf IJ i; Exc"llcncv the GoYernor to tho 
following Bill:- · 

Clo·-< r Settlement Act Am< ndment Eili. 

Ou Mon~lay, lOth J), ccmbor, 1917, a ('azi Ill 
l•.:.rtraordinrn'JJ \\US iPsucd s.ignifying, the 
" .• nt of Hi Excoilollc'· t.he Governor to i.he 
fnllo\vin~,- Bills:--

~)tute Children Act .ltmcndtnent Bill; 

Pharmacy Dill; 
State Produce Ag0ncy Bill; 

},ppropr:ation Dill, :\o. 4. 

On Saturda~·, 2.::nd D0rc:mb0r, 1917. Ort:.:rtln~ 
!·.:.r~r tt,r;1:;.aJif ,~. rC' j-.)~tcd . ..;i_·nifvine' the 

O}t of .li~P- :Excf'llenry the Co\err;"or to 
fc,llowir~ Bills:- ~ 

Woong~rr:t Tramway Bill; 
Clcrmont Flood Relief Act Amewlmrmt 

Bill; 
R""'ulation of Sugar Can.e Prices Act 

Ar.10nrlmcnt Bill; 

Farrn Produce Agents Bill; 
Land Act Amendment Bill ; 

Loc"l Ant.horitie- ~\cts _\nwndmC!lt Bill; 

Public \Vorks Land Hr-umption Act 
Amendment BilL 



[PROROG-ATION.] 

Parliament prorogued by following P1·oclamation in Gazette Extmordinary, Sat1u·day, 
22nd December, 1917 :-

A PROCLAMATION by His Excellency Sir HAMILTON JOHN GOOLD-ADAMS, Major on the RetirPd 
List of His MajPRty's Army, Knight Grand Cross of the Mo~t Distinguished Order of St. 
Michael and St. George, Companion of the Most Honourable Order of the Bath, Governor of 
the State of Queensland and its Depe11dencies, in the Commonwealth of Australia. 

[L.s.] 

HAMILTON GOOLD-ADAMS, 

Governor. 

IN pursuance of the power and authority vested in me as Governor of the State aforesaid, I, Sir 
HAMILTON ,JoHN GOOLD·ADAMS, G.C.M.G., C. B., do, by this my Prochtmation, Prorogue 
the Pa,rliament of Queensland to Tuesday, the twenty-ninth day of January, 1918. 

Given under my Ha,nd and Seal, at StanLhorpe, this Twenty-second day of December, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred and seventeen, and in the eighth year of His 
Majesty's reign. 

By Command, 
T. J. RYA~. 

GoD SAVE THE KING! 




