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Adjournsent.

[ASSEMBLY.] State Iren, Ete., Bill,

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

THURSDAY, 6 DECEMBER, 1917.

The SpesxeR {Hon. W. McCormack, Cairns:,
took the chair at 7 o’clock p.m.

STATE IRON AND STEEL WORKS BILL.

CoxSIDERATION IN CoMMITTEE oF COTUNCIL’S
Mszssagr, No. 2

(3r. Bertram, Marce, in the chair.)

Hox. J. A. FIHELLY (Paddington): It
was not proposed to accept any of the amend-
ments insisted on by the Council, as they
would destroy the object of the Blll, and the
Government would find themselves hampered
by the conditions imposed by the amend-
ments. He therefore moved that the Com-
mittee insist on their disagreement to the
amendments on which the Legislative Coun-
cil had insisted.

Mr. MACARTNEY (Znowong): The hon.
gentleman had suggested that the amend-
ments insisted on by the Council would pre-
vent the Government carrying out the object
aimed at in the Bill. The hon. gentleman
had not seen fit to point out in what par-
ticular the amendments were likely to affect
the carrying out of the proposed undertaking.

Hon. J. A. Fmerry: If the hon. gentle-
man will look at the emasculated state of
the Bill he will understand.

Mr. MACARTNEY : The hon. gentleman
referred to the emasculated state of the Bill,
and no doubt those words would go out to
the public, but no doubt thoy would convey
nothing but words, and did nof contain any
reason. There was one way of treating the
public and another way of ignoring the
public. That seemed to be & way of ignor-
ing the public, and it seemed that the object
was, not only to ignore the public, but to
deceive the publ*c, because it would be stated
in round terms to the people who did not
understand it that the Bill was emasculated,
and it was not possible for the undextakmg
to be carried out by the Government. That
was not so. The terms of the Bill, as ac-
cepted by the Council, gave the Government -
exceedingly wide powers. They had full power-
to carry out all that had been recommended
on the subject of the industry up to the time
of the passing of the Bill. It was a Bill to
authorise the establishment, continuance, and
carrying on of State coke iron, and steel
works, and contained the fullest power to
carry out those objects; but because the Go-
vernment had not been able to get any power
to carry on associated businesses in a general
term, without any definition of associated
businesses, they said the Bill had been
wrecked, The Bill had not been wrecked.
The Government had power to establish coke,
iron, and steel works. and they had all the
incidental powers necessary in clause 3 of

the Bill. Clause 3 read—

“(1.) Subject to this Act. the Minister
representing the Crown is hereby author-
ised and empowered to establish, under-
take, maintain, and carry on the business
of <ealch1ng f01,‘m1n1ng, trettm;r, win-
ning, reducing, and smelting iron” and
iron ores, and any metal, mineral, earth,
ore, or product used or for use in such:
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business, and the manufacture and pro-
duction of iron and steel, with all or
any associated trades, processes, indus-
tries, or enterprises, and the manufac-
ture, preparation, and production of
chattels, articles, and things composed
wholly or in part of iron or steel, and
the sale, supply, or other disposal of the
ores, metals, and manufactured products
of such business so carried on by him.”
Those were exceedingly wide powers, and
certainly sufficient to enable the Government
to make any boni fide experiment in order
to show the possibility of their being able
to establish the business and carry it on suc-
cessfully. What more was wanted? The re-
maining powers in the Bill were very full,
both for the purpose of acquiring all that
was nccessary to carry on the business and
providing for the financing of any necessary
purchase or expenditure. The fact that a
restriction was placed in regard to the person
who was to be appointed manager, who was
to be an engineer with ten years’ experience.
was objected to by the Government. Why
should the engineer appointed to manage
those works not be a man of experience com-
mensurate with the undertaking he was to be
asked to control? Taking it all through,
the powers conferred on the Government by
the Bill were amply sufficient, and as it was
founded on the report of the Royal Com-
mission consisting of members exclusively
selected from members on the other side of
the House, who had stated that ther were
unable to report in favour of anything more
than the establishment of experimental works
and the expenditure of something like
£5,000 it was more than sufficient. The
Bill had been passed giving power far
beyond anything that had been reported
on by the Royal Commission, and far be-
yond any information that had been vouch-
safed to the House. The Legislative Council
were prepared to extend the powers of the
Government far beyond those asked for in
the report to which he had referred, and to
allow the Government to experiment up to
the tune of £100,000. That was a very
generous power to give the Government these
times, and he could only look on the atti-
tude of the Government as indicating that
they were not sincere; that the Bill was
merely what was ocalled window-dressing.
That was going to be brought before the elec-
tors at the next election as showing the
desires and aims of the Government, with
the further intention of endeavouring to
shoulder upon the Council the responsibility
of having rejected the measure. If the Go-
vernment were sincere in their desire to
establish those works; if they were honestly
of opinion that those works could be estab-
lished and carried on profitably: thev had
all the machinery necessary in the Bill as
amended by the Legislative Council to enable
them to do it. ¥e could only come to the
conclusion that the Government were not
sincere, and that they were not satisfied that
they had got information to justify them in
the belief that those works could be satisfac-
torily established and the output put on the
market in competition with the other States
or other parts of the world.

Hox. J. A, FIHELLY : It would not be
right in the closing hours of the session that
such a number of inaccurate statements and
false charges should be published in regard
to the measure. No hon. member who had
been elected by the people could sit in the
Chamber and retain any self-respect if he
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recollected what had happened to the
‘measures of the CGovernment in- another

unelected Chamber during the last few weeks.
Mr. CorsErR: They were elected.

Hox. J. A. FIHELLY : They were never
elected.
Mr. ComseR: Yes, by referendum.

Hox. J. A. FIHELLY: They got sent
there through being defeated at previous
elections. Very few of those hon. members
would have any chance at all, barring the
recent nominees, of obtaining a seat in the
Assembly for any electorate in Queensland.
The easiest way to become a member of
Parlisment for life was to get defeated for
Parliament for three years. The Govern-
ment had submitted to the Council an amend-
ment of the Stamp Act and an amendment
of the Succession and Probate Duties Act,
and they were thrown out with contumely.
The Couneil had followed the same policy in
regard to the Iron and Steel Works Bill.
Tast scssion the Government introduced the
Tndustrial Dizeases Bill to provide for those
unfortunate persons who were suffering from
an incurable disease called miners’ phthisis.
The Bill provides for an allowance to the
¢hildren and for pensions to the widows, and
to give medical attention to the invalid.
What did the other House do? They gave
that Bill a currency of two years, and a
lawver who was prepared to grab everything
nad the impertinence to accuse the Govern-
ment yesterday of making money oub of the
estates of deceased soldiers. The Assembly
and the Council last year passed a measure
giving all sorts of concessions and immuni-
ties in that regard——

The CHAIRMAN : Order!

¢. J. A. FIHELLY: He was merel;_r
sh?vs?ilzlg the policy of the other Chamber;
and their policy in regard to this measure
was on the same plane. They had limited
the Government to an expenditure of
£100,000. That was not _enoggh. If the
directors of the steel works in Newcastle had
been confined to an expenditure of £100.000
they could never have gone a step further;
they would never have thought of that
magnificent enterprise that is established in
New South Wales now. .

Colonel Rankry: The sum is quite sufficient
on the information we have.

Hox. J. A, FIHELLY : The hon. member
for Toowong read oub some clauses of the
Bill, but there was a most informative docu-
ment—a report of a Royal Commission—
which had been submitted, and anybody who
read that would recognise thatb £100,000 was
a sum which was absolutely too small.

Mr, Macarrxey: You oughf to read the
report of that Royal Commission yourself
and see what 1s in it

Hox. J. A. FIHELLY : He had read it a
dozen tirces. )

Mr. MacirTsey: There is £5,000 in the
report of that Royal Commission.

oy, J. A. FIHELLY: For the initial
expenditure. They had spent that already—
or given authority to do so.

Mr. MacarTsEy: They are not able to
recommend any more for initial experiments.

Tox. J. A. FIHELLY : The hon, member
for Toowong complained that on that com.
mission the Opposition side was not repre-
se"lted. They had a chance of representation,

Hon. J. A. Fihelly.]
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but they had refused to be represented. It

was not the fault of the Government or of
Parliament.

Colonel RANKIN: We are not complaining
about that.

Hown, J. A. FIHELLY: The member for
Toowong did. The Government proposed to
talke the stand that they would not accept
the amendments with the limitations in them,
but to send the Bill back to the Upper House,
He understood there was a spirit of concilia-
tion abroad, and the Upper House might feel
in the humour to accept, say, a limitation to
a sum of a quarter of a million. If that was
so the Bill would be accepted. They could
not go back from the position they had
taken up. They were determined to estab-
lish the iron industry in Queensland if it
were possible. They were doing their best.
They were hampered on every sida by the
actions of the unclected Chamber; but give
them a fair chance, and they were quite
sure they would establish the industry and
make a great success of it.

Mr. CORSER: The statements of the
Assistant Minister for Justice in not accept-
ing the amendment of the * other place ”
were quite contrary to the remarks made
when introducing the Bill. It was claimed,
when the Bill was first introduced, that it
was the desire of the Government to develop
the pig iron resources of Queensland; and
to do that they wanted a few thousand
pounds. The Bill made possible the produc-
tion of steel and the manufacture and equip-
ment of large steel works. It was clearly
understood that the Government did not
intend, immediately, to proceed with the
sbe.el. part of it, as it was considered that a
million pounds or so would be required.
As had been the experience with other por-
tions of Australia, large sums of money and
greater experience were required than had
been provided in the report collected by the
Government through members of Parliament
from their own side, before they could enter
into such an enterprise. The Bill gave the
Governor in Council power to enumerate
such other articles, from time to time, as
the Governor in Council, by Order in Council,
so required. As amended by the Council, it
provided just what the Government claimed
that they wanted when they introduced the
Bill. Tt made possible the development of the
large iron resources of Queensland. It made
possible the development of the Biggenden
mine and the huge iron deposits that were
there. If the Government were not going to
accept those amendments, they would be
doing an injustice to the State and to the
large iron deposits that had been proved to
exist. The Government, up to the present
time, had not shown them—nor had the
commission of their own members—where
they had carried ouf any practical experi-
ments with the iron that had come from the
Biggenden mine. The manager of the busi-
ness at the mine sent to Monteith Brothers,
as a private individual. certain deposits of
iron ore from those mines, and a bar of
iron was shown as having been produced from
that ore. That was the only information
that had been collected. The Government, on
that recommendation, from what they had
seen of the production in that way, came
along with the Bill which they claimed would
develop that mine. It was suggested that
£5.000 would be sufficient to put in a blast
furnace for experimental purposes—the inifial

[Hon. J. A. Fihelly.
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expenditure. The Assistant Minister ‘for
Justice said that that had practically been
expended ; whereas, the only expenditure that
they had had was the expenses of their own
Public Works Committee of inguiry.

Hon. J. A, FrarrLy: We have entered into
an agreement to lease the Biggenden Mine.

Mr. CORSER: That did not cost them
money. It was not unt’l the Minister was
mining and using the iron ore from that
place that he proposed to pay the manager
(Mr. Brady) £5 per week—he thought that
that was the amount—during the time he
was using the ore from that mine. That was
not costing any money at the present time.
Practically none of the £5000 had been
expended. It was never suggested that in
order to develop the pig iron possibilities
of the Biggenden Mine anything like £100,000
would be required. There was a lot in the
BRill which they had not claimed they wanted
and which the other place had thrown out.
What they had thrown out was that serpent
which always was buried in the leaves of Bills
presented to that Chamber.

Mr. PAYNE: It was only idle talk for
the member for Toowong and the gentleman
who had just resumed his seat to say that
the Government were not sincere in trying
to establish an iron and steel works in Queens-
land. He was one of those who had been
on the committee. He had listened to evi-
dence from men who had spent a lifetime
in that business—some of the ablest men
they had in the Commonwealth on that
matter—and they had no hesitation in tell-
ing him that Queensland was very fortunate
in having extremely rich raw material for
the development of that particular business.
The hon. member for Toowong said that
£100,000 was sufficient to develop an iron
and steel works.

Mr. MAaCARTNEY : For experiments?

Mr. PAYNE: The thing was past the
oxperimental stage in Queensland, in this
way—that they knew for a certainty that
they had unlimited guantities of the finest
raw material in the world. The Biggenden
ore was peculiar in thal it contained certain
other elements besides iron ore that made it
particularly fitted for the development of the
finest quality of steel. Tt only showed the
ignorance of members when they got up and
talked about £100,000 to build up an iron
and steel werks in this country. He had
been at Newcastle zome time ago, and had
had a conversation with the man who was
managing that concern. He was quite sure
that if the hon. member for Toowong had
been there his ideas would have been alto-
gether altered. If they were going to develop
an iron and steel irdustry, what scnse was
there in handicapping them or tying the
hands of any Government—whether it was
that Government or any other Government.
He thought the Government were doing the
right thing in not allowing the Legislative
Council to dictate to the representatives of
the people the exact way in which to do
their business. It was a monstrous thing
that a nominee Chamber should come along
and say to the representatives of the people,
“Tnless vou do this oarticular business in
He hoped
that better counsels would prevail, and that
an attempt would be made to develop that
big industry; because it was going to mean
@ big thing for Queensiand—it was going to
give employment to thousands of people, and
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it was going to bring a population into this
State to consume it and help to keep the
men on the land. Fle wondered that the
member for Burnett had not thought of that.
If they had a particle of Australian senti-
ment about them, they would not object to
starting secondary industries in this country.

Mr. CorserR: You kuow that nchody is;
we are trying to start them.

Mr. PAYNE: If for all time they were
going to <draw their rcsources from some
other country and a'low those very rich

mineral deposits to lie dormant, he did not
know how they were going to make this a
big country. It was all moonshine to say
that they were going to make this a pros-
rerous country by placing all the people on
the land.  Fifty per cent. of the product of
the land had te be consumed here, and unless
they had a population to consume it what
wus the good of producing it? He hoped the
Legislative Council would give that matter
honest thought from a1 Austrelian point of
view, and not pub anvthing in the paths of
the Government in making an attempt. It
was not pos:dble for rhis or for any other
Government to5 build up a big steel works
in a day. As a matter of fact an up-to-date
steel works to-day would run into two or
‘three millions of money.

Hon. J. A. FInenLy:
pass an Act every vear.

Mr. Corser: £250.050 is not going to help

you in that direction. You could start with
plg iron on what you have got.

You would have to

Mr. PAYNE: The pig-iron industry was
nothing.

Mr. Comser: Isn’t ir? We are getting the
pig iron from China st 1the present time.

. Mr. PAYNE: One up-to-date blast furnace
i Queensland would flood the market in
three months,

Hon. W. D. Arustroxe: No.

. Mr. PAYNE: Of course, it would. The
hon. gentleman knew nothing at all about
it. With a blast furnzce capable of putting
through 5.000 to 7,000 tons of iron ore, 75 per
cent. to 80 per cent. would be pig iron.

Hon. W. D. Arustrong: You say that
one up-to-date blast furnace would supply
Australia? Pure nonsense !

Mr. PAYNE: Putting through 500 to 600
‘tons per day, working the twenty-four hours
round. 1f they got 70 per cent. ore—allow-
ing for loss in smelting—and that went on
constantly, inside twelve months, unless they
had some process of converting that pig iron
into steel, it would not be worth producing.
If the steel works which now were in exis-
tence in Australia were to put their pig iron
on to the market the thing would slump
down. As a matter of fact, he thought
Lithgow was the oniy stoel works in Aus-
tralia that sold pig iron. The Newecastle
steel works used up all their pig iron.
Lithgow used 70 per cent. of theirs. It was
a ridiculous idea to put up a big blast
furnace to turn out piz iron when there was
no market for it. or weuld not be in a little

_ time. They must go on with the
{7.30 p.m.] whole thing. He heard the hon.

gentleman talking about £5,000
to put up a blast furnace As a matter of
fact the £5.0060 which the Royal Commission
zecommended was for a small crucible fur-
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nace for the experimental stages. They all
krew that the whole mechanical structure
and the burners would run into a lot of
money.

Mr. MACARTNEY: Arc you a member of the
commission ?

Mr. PAYNE: Yes.
Mr., MacarTSEY: You made that report?

Mr. PAYNE: Yes, the Royal Commission
made an interim report to permit the Go-
vernment to start on the experimental stages,
and to spend £5,000 in putting up a small
crucible furnace so as to experiment with
the ores from the different deposits.

Mr. Macartsey: Then you haven’t made
your report yet?

Mr. PAYNE: No. The commission had
not yet made their report. How could they
expect any Royal Commission, even if it
were composed of the ablest men in Australia,
to make a report in connection with the
ostablishment of iron and steel works in a
few months? He supposed that altogether
the commission had not been travelling for
more than five weeks in connection with the
investigations.

Mr. MacArTNEY: And yet the Government
rush into the thing before any report has
been made.

Mr. PAYNE: They Lknew that the raw
material existed in (Queensland. The hon.
member for Burnett knew that the Biggen-
den Mine had been tested to a depth of
280 feet, and they knew that it contained a
large body of iron. There was also another
mountain alongside it which had not been
tested at all. There were thousands of tons
of iron ore lyving on the surface at Biggen-
den. The Government were honest in their
attempt to start iron and steel works, and
if hon. members opposite were Australians
they would help the Government to estab-
lish the industry in the interests of Aus-
tralia.

Colonel RANKIN (Burrum): He had
listened to the speech of the Minister regard-
ing the attitude of another place, and he
thought those remarks were hardly war-
ranted. So far as the tieasure was concerned,
the Council had not gone beyond what they
thought was wanted in safeguarding the in-
terests of the public. The other Chamber
were actuated by what they conceived to be
the best interests of the State in dealing
with measures sent up to them, and last
session they found it necessary to condemn
certain Bills passed by the present Govern-
ment. Since then the country was called
upon to decide in favour of the abolition
or retention of the Upper House, and_ the
people spoke with no uncertain sound in
favour of the retention of that branch of
the Legislature. So they had to pay some
strict attention to what the Upper House
conceived to be the interests of Queensland.
He was not much enamoured of the Bill
He was not enamoured of State enterprises
at all, and he did not look on the Bill with .
enthusiasm, but if there was any business
in it, he believed in stimulating primary
industries, as he recognised their value to
Queensland. The Bill conferred on the Go-
vernment all the powers that were required
to carry out the project they had in view.
The clauses emanating from the Upper House
to which excertion had beer taken were, firsh
of all, clause 7, where the Legislative Council

Colonel Rankin.



3722 State Iron and

refused to allow the Government to carry on
any business described in a proclamation
published in the ** Gazette.” The Council
limited the Government in their operations.

Hon. J. A. Fiaerry: The Government will
accept every amendment if the Upper House
accepts our suggestion with regard to the
amount of money required to start the in-
dustry.

Colonel RANKIN: He was just going to
mention that the Council, in clause 9, limited
the expenditure to £I0.000. The Assistant
Ministor for Justice said that the Government
had no objection to the Council’s amendment
in clause 7, which he had just referred to, so
that there was only one bone of contention,
and that was the amount of money required
to start the work. Where was the emascula-
tion that the Minister referred to? It really
narrowed itself down to one clause. On the
evidence before the Committee, ther were
not justified in giving the Government a
blank cheque for an unlimited amount. All
ther had before them was the interim report
of the commission, made up of members on
the Government side of the House, which he
would read to the Committee.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.
gentleman i: not in order in quoting from
a previoug debate of the same sossion.

Colonel RANKIN: He was quoting from
the report. According to the terms of it,
the commissioners were asked to report on—

. ““1. Location, quantities, and suitabil-
ity of iron ore deposits.
. .. i,
92, Location, quantities, and suita-
bility of fuel supplies.
3. Most suitable
central works.

site or sites for

“4. Primary cost of erection and equip-
ping such works.”

The reply to those questions is as follows:—

“ Before vour commissioners can reply
to these questions, so far as thev relate
to the establishment of a complete iron
and steel works, a great deal of research
work wiil have to be undertaken and much
more information collected, which must
tale considerable timne. Owing, no doubt,
to the fact that no previous Government
has ever seriously considered the iron
question, the data in possession of the
Mines Department is incomplete regard-
ing the raw material either as to quan-
tities or suitability for the successful
establishment of an iron industry. A
geologist from the Government Geological
Survey Department has now been de-
puted by the Minister for Mines to
specialise in this work, and has entered
upon his duties. The site for a central
works can only be determined after loca-
ting the largest and most suitable deposits
of ore, coal, fluxes, ete. Information must
also be sought outside of the State con-
cerning the cost of an up-to-date iron
and steel works.

“ Sufficient evidence, however, has now
been placed before your commission to

justify them in coming to the following
conclusions, namely :—

1. That all the essentials are in this
State for the successful manufacture
of pig iron.

[Colonel Rankin.
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2. That a complete plant for the
manufacture of pig iron can be estab-
lished at a cost not exceeding £5.000.

3. That such a plant could be utilised
for the testing in bulk of iron ore
from different parts of the State, thus
deciding whether the various deposits
are suitable for smelting and convert-
ing into steel.

4. That, taking present prices, and
rates that must obtain for at least a
considerable time after the war, the
making of pig iron would be a profit-
able undertaking for the State.

5. That the site chosen for such works
would not in any way affect the selec-
tion of a site for central iron and steel
works if finally decided upon by the
commission. :

“We therefore beg to recommend that
steps be taken forthwith to establish, at
a site to be chosen by the Mines Depart-
ment, a State iron smelting plant capable
of producing pig iron commercially and
of testing in bulk the iron ore deposits
of the State.”

There was the report of the Roval Commis-
sion en which the Bill was hased.

Hon. J. A. Frariry: This is an Iron and
Steel Works Bill, not a pig iron Bill.

Colonel RANKIN: Thers wes no recom-
mendation contained in the report that would
justify the Committee in passing the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.
gentleman cannot make a second reading
speech on this motion.

Colonel RANKIN drew the attention of
the Committee to the report of the commis-
sion, which statced that a plant for the manu-
facture of pig iron could be erected at a cost
of £5.000. The commission pointed out that
the manufacture of pig iron would he a
profitable undertaking for the State. What
came of the interjectinn of the Minister and
the speech of the hon. member for Mitchell,
who told them that the manufacture of pig
iron was a fallacv, and was absurd. The
hon. member for Mitchell told them that to
go in for the manufacture of pig iron vwas
tidiculous on the face of it. hecause a single
furnace would supply the whole of Australia,
although he afterwards altered it to the
whole of Queensland. What were they to
believe? The strictures passed by the Minis-
ter on another place were not justified at all
in the face of that report.

Hon. J. A. Fimerry: Road clause 11, and
vou will sce that it is not a pig ivon Bill.

Colonel RANKIN: The report stated that
it was possibie to make pig iron.

Hon. J. A. Fruerny : But it is not confined
to that. It also provides for the manufacture
of coke, iron, and steel, mining for ore, and
the acquisition of property.

Colonel RANKIN: He accepted the cor-
rection of the Minister, and pointed ont that
the Upper House were willing to go further
than what the commission had recommended.
The Upper House were willing to zrant the
necessary funds to enable the Government to
establish a pig iron industry, which wes the
only form of an iron industry that the com-
mission recommended. and the cost of which
was put down at £5.000, but the Council
were willing to give them £100,000. The
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Minister said quite distinctly that he did not
disagres with the attitude of the other place
in limiting the operations of the Bill.

Hen. J. A. FiHpLLY: We disagree, but we
are prepared to compromise.

Colonel RANKIN: The hon. gentleman’s
disagreement was not sufficiently sirong to
justify him_in protesting very much egainst
it. The only contentious clause in ihe whole
lot was the limitation in regard to +he funds.
Ths Council hed limited the expenditure to
£100,000, instead of giving the Goverament

power to incur unlimited expenditure. Hav-
ing due regard to the state of affairs

throughout Queensland at the present time,
and having due regard to the proposal of the
Royal Commission, the Upper House were
fully justified in putting a limit on that
experiment. Tt was no uze the hon. member
for Mitchell saying it was past the cxperi-
mental stage. The hon. gentleman himself
admitted in his report that it was not past
the experimental stage. He said they had
not sufficient information to enable them to
state definitely that it would lLe =a SUCCEss,
and, therefore, the TUpper House were fully
justified in limiting the experiment to
£100.000. It was a large sum of money,
particularly in view of the financial con-
ditions of the country at the present time.
He offered his protest against the strictares
that had been passed on another Chamber
with regard to {heir attitude towards the
measure, and also on other measurcs that
had been submitted to them.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
(Hon. J. M. Hunter, Meranoa): The atti-
tude of the other Chamber was indicative of
the attitude of hon. members opposite on
that measure.

Mr. Corspr: Speak for yourself

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC. LANDS :
If he spoke for the hon. member, he should
say he would be ashamed of himself as
representing the district where that industry
was to be established if he was not found
heartily supporting it. They, as Australians,
were desirous of seeing their great mineral
wealth made available for the development
of the country, and one would expect. at any
rate, that the hon. member for Burnett would
be particularly anxious, seeing that it was
proposed to establish the industry in his dis-
trict, to see the Bill passed.

Mr. Corser: £100,000 will do that.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS :
When the hon. member talked about
£100,000 to cover an industry such as colke,
iron and steel, one realised how small his
ideas were concerning the magnitude of
such an industry. If some small municipality
were to ask for powers such as those one
might hesitate to give them, but here they had
a Government controlling the vast resources
of Quecnsland and desirous of setting up an
industry like this, and yet they were told
that £100,000 was sufficient. When they
came to the various amendments inserted by
the Council one could only appreciate their
attitude at its proper value; that was there
was a disposition to hamper the whole busi-
ness and to prevent the establishment of the
industry. They were told that the man who
was to be appointed manager must be an
engineer of ten years’ standing. He would
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not have been surprised if the Council had
said he must be a man with red hair, or
must not have a club-foot.

Mr. MacariNEY: They should have put in
that he should not be an incompetent poli-
tician.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
Then they would bar the hon. member for-
Toowong immediately. Could anyone imagine
a body of men starting in downright earnest
to establish an industry such as that, and
then hampering it in the way the Council
had done; fencing it round on every side
so that it would be impossible to carry it
on? In new clause 11, inserted by the Coun-
cil, they had described exactly what could
be mined—iron ore and other ores necessary
for the business of ‘coke, iron and steel
works. He understood that coal was not
an ore, neither was lime, and yet both were
essential for the manufacture of iron and
steel, and under that clause there was no
power to mine for those products. They
were told in another clause that there were
certain things thev might manufacture, but
beyond that they dare not go. The Govern-
ment must come down to the House and
have a resolution passed, then send the
resolution on to the other Chamber and
get the permission, no matter how urgent -
or profitable it might be, to extend the use-
fulness of the works. Nothing could be more:
absurd. It was ufterly useless for the hon.
members opposite to say that they were
willing to see the business established. The
hon. member for Albert had expressed him-
self whole-heartedly in favour of the
measure. They had hon. members opposite
getting up with their tongues in their cheeks
caying they were in favour of it, and still
they showed their opposition and resistance
to it by permitting and encouraging those
amendments of the other Chamber which
were intended to do nothing more than pre-
vent the establishment of the industry. In
the past they had been sending mll'hons of
pounds to Germany, Belgium, America, and
Great Britain for all classes of iron and
steel, while they had an abundance of the
richest ore to be found in the world, and
they' were not to be allowed to make use
of it. Why? Because the Government pro-
posed to make it a_State enterprise, and hon.
members opposite did not believe in State en-
terprise. Hon. members opposite had said
that it should be left to private enterprise.
For over 50 vears private enterprise has had
full scope. If private enterprise were going
to start iron and stec! works why had they
not done it long ago? Why had those
millions of pounds gone oversea when they
had an opportunity of supplying those things
for themselves? The Opposition would sacri-
fice that most promising industry rather than
that shibboleth of theirs, private enterprise,
should be set aside. He deplored that they
in Queensland. situated as they were at the
present time, unsble to obtain the necessary
iron material for the construction of railways,
bridges and other works, and standing on the
threshold of another year, should be pre-
sared to stop a Government which had the
enterprising courage to undertake an indus-
try like that, merely because it was to be
done by State enterprise rather than by
private enterprise.

AMr. MACARTNEY: He supposed that
next year they would be imagining the hon.
gontleman sitting in an office in London and
weeping because the Queensland Government

Mr, Macartney.]
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had not been allowed to spend unlimited
money in starting an industry about which
they  themselves and the commission they
appointed absolutely knew nothing. There
was no objection on that side of the House
to the starting of that industry if it could
be shown that the industry could be started
‘and carried on profitably. The Opposition
objected to the Government taking carte
blanche—an open cheque—to start a business
about which they themselves eonfessed they
knew nothing, and without any evidence
placed before the Chamber as to the possi-
bility of carrying it out successfully. Nobody
would deny the existence of the raw material
spoken of by the hon. member. This was
the wrong time in which wild-cat specula-
tions ought to be entered into. The Govern-
ment had entered into too many wild-cat
speculations already. They had used too
much of the hard cash of the State in
spec,ulatlv.e undertakings at a time when all
the cash in the Commonwesalth was required
for one great purpose, and they were asking
now that a further large sum of money
should be gcattered about before they were
able even to suggest or put before the House
evidence that the industry could be estab-
iished with success. If there was any business
that the Government was justified in starting
it was a business which was not yet taken hold
of by private enterprise, and if it could be
shown that there was anything like a reason-
able probability of establishing the iron and
steel business on permanent and profitable
lines, the Government would, on that ground,
get not only the support of every member in
both Chambers, but would get all the cash
neecessary for it.

The SECRETARY

rorR Prsric Laxps: Only
words. ’
hMr. MACARTNEY: He would like the
on.

gentleman to put his finger on the
words or advice showing he had a profitable
scheme to put before the House. He was
really beginning to doubt the business sanity
of the hon. gentleman, or his colleagues or
followers. The powers given under the Bill
were ample, and the expenditure authorised
of £100,000 was more than ample for the
next year.

The SECRETARY FOR PTUBLIC INSTRUCTION:
Would you start a business

Mr. MACARTNEY: He would ask the
Chairman to restrain the hon. gentleman
who knew everything connected with every-
thing, who constantly interjected on every
subject. There was nothing under the sun
that the hon. gentleman did not know. The
money authorised was more than ample to
meet the case. The House was not going to
adjourn for ever. Tt might be that hon.
members opposite would still be in office
twelve months from date, and they might
not be there. If they were there and it
-was shown that it was advisable to proceed

with the venture there was
[8 pom.] ample time to get the addi-
tional funds necessary. e could
not help thinking there was something

behind the measure which did not quite
appear on the face of it.

The bell indicated that portion of the hon.
member’s time had expired.
~ Mr. MACARTNEY (continuing): It might
be something in connection with the coming
elections, but he had listened to every speech
the hon. gentleman had made in the House
and had read every speech made in the

"M r. Macartney.
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House on it, and he stood there to'say thab
a business proposition had not been put
before the House.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LaNDS:
Bill i# the proposition. .

Mr. MACARTNEY: The report read by
the hon. member for Burrum was the only
material put before the House. With that
report the extent the Government have gone
to was not justified, and if the Upper House
extended that sum from £100,000 to £250,000
then they would be taking a risk he did not
think they were justified in taking. When
the hon. gentleman opened up this debate,
he said it was proposed to disagree with the
amendments of the Upper House in toto. He
did not for a moment suggest that if the
Upper House would agree fo an extension
of the amount he would accept it.

Hon. J. A, Fimerry: The suggestion came
afterwards from them—that they were
willing to compromise.

Mr. MACARTNEY: The hon. gentleman
did not mention the fact that if the Upper
House would extend the amount he would
accept it.

Hon. J. A. Figerry: Our Minister in the
Legislative Council sent down word after-
wards, As the Bill stands we disagree, bub
the compromise which our Minister has been
negotiating I am quite willing to accept.
That transpired while I was talking.

Mr. MACARTNEY : At any rate, if that
was the idea, it was up to the hon. gentle-
man to accept the amendment which he was
prepared to accept instead of sending the
Bill back, and they would have to go over
this ground again. ~ At any rate—whether the
TUpper House agreed to that or not-—he main-
tained that there had been no evidence
offered to Parliament which justified the
authorisation of the expenditure of so much
money or the entering into by the Govern-
ment of the undertaking to the extent they
suggested.

Mr. GLEDSON (Ipswich): He had just_a
few words to say on these amendments. He
wished to point out the captious attitude the
Opposition were taking up in this matter,
getting their friends in the Upper House to
oppose the passage of this measure on a basis
that could be reasonably expected to be
profitable. They knew very well that the
Opposition during the whole term of Parlia-
ment had been trying to run down the State
enterprises. They had been endeavouring to
prove the failure of State enterprises, and
they were endeavouring to make a failure of
this enterprize before it got a chance to be
launched at all. He would like to remind
the members of the Opposition that not very
many days ago they passed a measure con-
firming an agreement between the Govern-
ment and the Chillagoe Company to tale
over the company’s works. In that there was
a proposal that the Government guarantee
£60,000 for the purpose of establishing a
coke works alone at Mount Mulligan. Thab
was the establishing of coke works for one
small mine, and the idea the Government
had now was to establish coke works that
would practically supply the whole of
Queensland with coke. He had in his hands
a hook, ¢ British Coal Trade ” by F. Stanley
Jevons, the latest book on the subject. That
book showed that these things could only be
worked profitably if they were given a fair
chance, and it took a large amount of
capital to give them a fair chance. The
amendments proposed practically confined the
business to iron, steel, and coke. Before
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vou could manufacture coke you had to have
bricks. Before you could get bricks you had
to have a brickyard, and it was necessary
where they had exiensive coke works that
they should have their own brickyards and
their own machinery for providing firebricks,
becausc they were continually requiring to
replace them and to rebuild, and it was
necessary that the business of brickmaking
should be carried on. These amendments
prevented the Government from starting a
brickyard to provide firebricks for the coke
ovens and for the necessary buiidings, and
it prevented other things. He found that
for the successful carrying on of coke works
they must utilise the whole of the material,
and he would read what Jevons said—

“ A new industry is arising in the pre-
paring of coal in various forms for the
market, and in the manufacture of by-
products which are put to the utmost
varicty of uses, from driving motor-cars
to making of scents and delicate shades
of colours. The establishment of exten-
sive coking ovens with plant for the
reeovery and separation of by-products
is a new industry which has come over
from Germany; and those who look into
the future may anticipate the time when
coke, not coal, will be the usual form
of fuel, because the by-products obtained
from the bituminous part of the coal
will be worth far more than the coal in
solid form. Coke of the highest guality
may, indeed, itself become a by-product
produced in such quantities that it be-
comes a cheaper form of fuel for house-
hold and general purposes than most
qualities of coal now used; and this is
the only bright point in an outlook which
is rather dark for the coal consumer.”

That showed the only successful way of
working these affairs. Now the Opposition
were preventing the establishment of those
by confining it to certain businesses which
they know could not be carried on without
the other businesses. As the Secretary for
Public Lands vointed cut, the amendment in
clause 11 provided—

“Nothing in this Act shall be con-
strued or deemed to authorise—

(i.) The carrying on of any business
execept—
{a) Coke works;
(&) Tron and steel works: and
{¢} Mining for iron ore and other
ores wecessary for the business of
coke, iron, and steel works.”

Anyone knew that mining was not confined
to mining for ores. As the Secretary for
Public Lands pointed out, they would not
be able to mine for coal under this Act,
because coal was not an ore. Then they
prevented the Government from getting the
fluxes, the limestone, and other things. I&
was meant to prevent the Government from
mining for the coal necessary to establish
the coke works. Its object was to allow the
Governmeni certain powers. . They could
start the works knowing, if they started
them on those conditions, they ,were doomed
to failure. It was better not to start if
they knew it was not going to pay. The
Government wanted power to start them,
knowing they would pav. The Opposition
said they were quite willing to allow the
Government to start, and in the next breath
they inserted such limitations as would make
the works fail before they got a start. He
hoped the Opposition would change their
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tactics and request their friends in the other
House to alter their tactics. It was notb.
the Government who wanted this Bill, but
the people of Queensland, and they were-
calling for it from one end of the country
to the other. The Opposition had to meet the
people of the ~ountry, and they would then
have to tell why they put up this captious.
opposition and prevented this measure being
launched with a reasonable chance of success.
He said it was impossible by limiting the
whole of the expenditure to £100,000. They
passed a measure allowing the Government
to guarantes £60 00 for the establishment
of coke work« at one small mine, and yet
they limited the whole expenditure for iron,
steel, and coke works to £100,000. The hon.
member for Murrumba said they would not
be able to establish the works under
£2,000,000. He claimed that the amendments
practically destroyed the Bill. They pre-
vented the manufacture of bricks and the
mining for coal, and unless they could get
their fuel turned out at a reasonable costr
and utilise the by-products, which meant
that business had to be established for deal-
ing with those by-products, dealing with the
extraction of the tars and the ammoniacal
liquors that came from coal—unless they
cculd do that their enterprise was doomed
to failure.

Mr. Comrstr: How much would a coke-
works cost?

Mr. GLEDSON : The hon. member agreed
to a measure in this House agreeing to
guarantee £60,000 for the establishment of
coke works in one small mine, at Mount
Mulligan.

Colonel RANKIN :
Mount Mulligan.

Mr. GLEDSON : He did not know the hon.
member was opposed to it. He understood
the Opposition agreed to it. The leader of
the Opposition got up and said he would
agree to that being carried.

Colonel Rankix: No, no!

Mr. GLEDSON : He thought, if the hon,
member would turn up “ Hansard,” he would
sce that was so. The leader of the Oppo-
sition said he was not going to raise any
strenuous opposition to 1t. He knew that
to put down a proper washing plant alone
for the purpose of washing the coal to enable
pure coke to be made would cost £20,000
with the machinery and other things, and
then there were the ovens and other things
in addition. To put up by-product ovens it
would cost nothing less than £200,000, or
double what the Opposition were allowing for
the establishment of the whole thing. To
be successful vou must be up to date; and
he maintained the House should insist on
their Bill being carried in a way that would
give it a reasonable chance of being success-
ful.

Colonel RANKIN said the whole subject
of the discussion centred round the poing
whether the amount authorised was sufficient
for the purpose or whether they should have
given a larger sum. He thought that—on
the face of the report given to the House by
the commission, which he had already read—
the Upper House had been very liberal in
the amount placed at the disposal of the
Government in this regard, particularly when
we have in mind the want of success that
had attended the efforts of the Government
in other enterprises of a more or less similar
nature. What had happened to the State

Colonel Rankin.]
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joinery works in South Brisbane? They
knew that a large saum of money had been
sunk there.

The CHAIRMAN : Order!
Colonel RANKIN: The hon, gentleman

who had Just resumed hiv sest madce refer-
ence to the actions of the Goverrmant regard-
ing the Chillagoe Railwaxy and the Mount
Mulligan Mine. Surcly e was much more
relevant to the curject f he referred to
other State enterprizr+ and the failure that
had attended their efforts in that direction.
They knew that the joinery works in South
Brisbane, where '.rge sums of mouvey had
been expended, were practically hung up.
They knew that the State sawmills, in which
they had invested considerable sums of
money, were rubrng at a loss. They found
that the State coajmine had practically been
a losing concern. It was not only here, but
‘the same thing obtained in other States where
State enterprises of that kind had been
experimented with.

The SECRETARY roR PrsLic Laxps: Why
are you not honest and not pretendirg you
are 1n favour of it and all the time ycu are
not?

Colonel RANKIN: If the hon. member
were not such a Rip Van Winkle and if he
had been in his place when he (Colonel
Rankin) was speaking, he would not have
made such a remark. The interjection was
quite irrelevant, becauze he had wurged
caution with regard to the Bill when it
came in before.

The SECRETARY FOR Prsric Laxps: If the
hon. member had been in the House when
I was speaking, he would understand my
interjection now. You were out when I
was speaking on the matter.

Colonel RANKIN: He was trying to lead
the countrv to Dbelieve that hs (Colonel
Rankin) was posirg now as a supporter of
State enterprises.

The SECRETARY FOR PusLic Lanps: No;
your party contended they were suppoiting
it. You were not there to say how you
regarded the matter.

Colorel RANKIN: He was very much
corcerned about what the bcn. member’s
interjections were. He was dealing more
particulerly with the success or failure that
had attended State enterorises of that kind,
not only in Qucensland, put in other States
where they had been tried,

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.
membar is not in order in dealing with
State enterprises generally.

Colonel RANKIN: He was not dealing
with State evverprises generally, but was
pointing out that all “another place” had
to guide them was what had becen dore in
those nother undertakings under State con-
trol. He had reforred Triefly to the State

enterprises which he had specifically men- -

tiored. He found thst in Victoria—h> was
quoting from that s%erroon’s ** Telegraph”
—a return tabled in the Legislative Assembly
in Melbourne in conunection with the commer-
cial and other activities controlled by the
State as ai 80th June last showed that the
net loss was £26,384.

The CHATRMAN: Order!
Hon. J. A. Fruriry: Don’t you see that
the Upper House have given us £100,0007?

[Colonel Rankin.
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Colonel RANKIN: He could understand
that. The Upper HHouse were exceedingly
liberal in conceding £100,000 to play with in
an experiment of this kind. But there was
another point: Where was that money to
come from? What provision had been mrade
for it? Xe would ask the Minister in charge
of the Bill, assuming they got a larger sum
from ¢ another place,” where was the money
coming from? It had not been voted, so far
as he knew. There was no provision made
in the Estimates for it; there was no pro-
vision made in the Appropriation Bill for
it. Did the Minister mean that the Govern-
ment were simply going to pass this Bill?

Hon. J. A. Frarrry: Of course, you know
that the money is thereby appropriated. You
don’t want to worry sbout that

Colonel RANKIN: The hon member
knew quite well that it had o be specifically
voted by that House. A railway might be
passed by Parliament, but the money had to
be voted year by year.

Hon. J. A. FraeLry: This Appropriation
must come along.

Colonel RANKIN: They had not seen
anything of the Appropriation for this pur-
pose, even on the Istimates,

Hon. J. A, Fruerry: There is a very small
Appropriation on the Estimates for 5. We
got an Appropriation for a geologist, £400.
That is just to illustrate it. Take a big
department like the Insurance. We voted
nothing, but we passed an Act, and the vote
came next year. We might have spent
£100,000.

Colonel RANKIN : Yes, they might have
done that—probably just as they bought
cattle stations. They bought cattle stations
and brought it in under the heading of
“unforeseen expenditure ’—unauthorised ex-
penditure, This ceriainly would not be sub-
ject to the same condemnation, because it
would not be termed unauthorised expendi-
ture,

Mr. CORSER: The Minister for Publie
Lands tried to claim that members on the
Opposition side were against the Govern-
went undertakirg this enterprise. He spoke
of the Opposition #s being opposed o it. and
as favouring private enterprise taking it up.
It had been repratedly said by Opposition
members that the Government had an opening
there because private enterprise had not,
up to the present time, dore anvthing
towards developing fhe iron industry of this
State. That was the point he wanted to
make. The Minister in charge of the Bill
opposed the amendment because it provided
for only £100,000 expenditure. He admitted
—and every member of the House would
admit—that they wanted probably a million
pounds to build steel works.

Hon, J, A. Frapiry: I would like you to
be clear on that. The Government disagree
with all the amendments, but they are pre-
pared to compromise.

Mr. CORSER: One goentleman on the
Government side, who knew a good deal
about the coal industry, claimed that in
developing coks works they might have any-
thing over £60,000. He did not know what
was at the back of the Minister’s head. It
might be £100,000 to develop the coke in-
dustry alone. This was a State Iron and
St‘eel Works Bill to develop the iron of the
tate.

Mr. Grepson: How can you make steel
without coke?



State Iron and

Mr. CORSER : It was claimed by all who
knew anything about it that
£1,000,000 would be required to launch out
in steel works in Queensland. Everybody
would agree that £100,000 would be sufficient
to produce pig iron; and £250,000 was not
going to make possible the building of steel
works; so why did they want to hang the
measure up for that, and say that the other
place was nos satisfied to start the production
of pig iron? He hoped the Minister would
not jeopardise the possibility of carrying the
Bill, but would secure for the State the
£100,000 to develop the Biggenden Mine and
make possible the raising of the iron ore that
lay there waiting to be taken away.

Mr. GrLeDsOX : Tt is no use starting with a
one-horse proposition.

Mr. CORSER: Two hundred and fifty
thousand pounds was not going to make it a
two-horse, proposition. Members who had
spoken with an idea of what the development
of coke, iron, and stee]l meant would agree
that £250,000 was not going to go anywhere.

Mr. GrepsoN: Why limit it?

Mr. CORSER: Why ask for another
£150,000, when it was not going to take them
any further? The granting of £250,000 was
only giving the Government something more
to squander.

Mr. Grepsox: What will they do with the
pig iron when it is there—leave it lie on the
ground?

. Mr. CORSER : They were going to do with
it what they were doing with the pig iron
which they were importing to-day—use it
in the various iron works of Australia. From
the Premier’s own remarks, he was warned
that the Broken Hill Proprietary Company
of Newecastle had lost £200,000 in their steel
works, and that they were now doubling
their plant and their expenditure.

Mr. GrEpsox: They are establishing their
coke works now—which should have been
done first.

Mr, CORSER : When they saw large works
established with huge sums of money, similar
to that which he had quoted, and the Go-
vernment bartering for £250,000 to establigh
steel works, they saw that the Government
was not interested in the production of pig
iron, bué wanted to make political eapital
out of the Bill,

Hov. W. D. ARMSTRONG: He was in
favour of the establishment of those works,
and always had been. He had listened to
the hon. member for Ipswich; but even his
evidence only showed that if they got
£250.000 or £500,000 they were no further on.
Then, again, he did not like to vote in the
dark. He did not know what it was going to
land the country into in the future, nor why,
al this time, with the present state of the
finances, they should embark upon that huge
enterprise on so little evidence and know-

ledge. 1If it was a question of killing the
Bill, he would vote for the retention of
£100,000.

Hon. J. A. Fraeiry: You agreed to an
unlimited sum when the Bill was going
through last time,

Hox. W. D. ARMSTRONG : He had voted
for that on account of the impression which
was held in the Chamber that it was merely
a commencement, based upon the Royal
Commission’s report; that it was a matter
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of starting the works by discovering where
the best ore was to be procured and laying
down an_experimenta] plant at a cost of
£5,000. Xe had listened to-night to a very
impassioned speech delivered by the Secre-
tary for Public Lands; and just now, in
reply to the hon. member for Burrum, when
he was speaking, he stated, *“ Why don’t you
deal with these matters honestly; why don’s
vyou be honest in your remarks?”’ He would
reply to the Minister for Lands—why was
he not honest in his remarks in that House?
There - were very few men who suppressed
things more completely than did the hon.
member who sat in the chair of the Secretary
for Public Lands. He would say distinctly
to him that he would never go to him to
establish a code of honour. He was the last
man—or one of the last—whom he would
gn to for that purpose.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Hox. W. D. ARMSTRONG : His honesty
had been such that he had gone even to the
extent of saying that if, on a muster of a
station, it was found to be beyond a cerfain
number, he would stick to the certain number
and say nothing about it. That was his code
of honour.

Hon. J. A, Fraerry: At the closing hour
of the session I don’t care to rise to a point
of order; but I think that the hon. member
for Lockyer is somewhat unparliamentary.

Hox. W. D. ARMSTRONG: He did not
usually get blamed for using unparliamentary
language. At the same time, he was reply-
ing to a statement by way of interjection
of the Minister for Public Lands. Why did
not he deal honestly with the matter? When
he (Mr. Armstrong) stood on his feet he
dealt honestly with any matter with which
he was dealing. The Secretary for Publie
Lands, in an impassioned speech, told the
House that the Bill had been emasculated.

The Council inserted an amend-
[8.30 p.m.] ment stating that the manager

employed in the construction of
the works must be a qualified engineer of
not less than ten years’ standing. The
Assembly refused to accept that amendment,
and when a message came back from the
Council last night it was found that the
Council did not insist on the amendment with
respect to the appointment of a manager of
ten years’ standing, so how could it be
emasculated? A great many misleading
statements had been made in the Assembly.

The SecreTaRY FOrR PUBLIC Laxps: A lot
of them are made over there.

Hox. W. D. ARMSTRONG: No man
knew better how to mislead the House than
the Sccretary for Public Lands.

Question put and passed.

The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN re-
ported that the Committee had insisted upon
their disagreement with the amendments
which the Legislative Council had insisted
on. The report was adopted.

MEegsAGE 70 COUNCIL.

Hon. J._ A. FIHELLY : I beg to move—
That the Bill be returned to the Legislative
Council with the following message : —

“ Mr. President,—

““The Legislative Assemrbly having had
under consideration the message of the
Legislative Council of date 5th December,

Hon. J. A. Fihelly.]
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relative to the State Iron and Steel
\7§01‘ks Bill, beg now to intimate that
ey—
* Insist upon their disagreement to the
amendments upon which the Legislative
Council have insisted.

“W. McCoRrMACK,
““ Speaker.
“Legislative Assembly Chamber,
“ Brisbane, 6th December, 1917.”

Mr. MACARTNEY : I understood that a
compromise had been come to in connection
with this Bill.

Hon. J. A. Fmelry: I will inform the
Minister in the other House that we are
agreeable to accept all the amendments if
they increase the amount to £250,000.

Myr. MACARTNEY: That was the infor-
mation given to the Committee. If that is
the. case, I do not understand the message
which it is proposed to send back to the
other Chamber, because the message jush
states that the Assembly disagrees with all
the amendments of the Upper House. I
understand that the compromise suggested is
that the amount of £100,000 should be in-
creased to £2580,000, and all the other amend-
ments of the Upper House will be accepted.
If that is the case I do not understand why
you wish to disagree with the amendments
- of tlpe Upper House in toto. I rose more
particularly to say this, that the discussion
hangs round the increase of the sum of
money which the Government is authorised
to spend from £100,000 to £250.000. Without
wasting any time over it I say that that
permission ought not to be given to the
Government, because no case has been made
out showing that the enterprise is justified
to that extent at the present time.” I say
that a blank cheque should not be given to
the Government.

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. gentle-
man had an opportunity of discussing that
question in Committee.

Mr. MACARTXEY: But we are sending
a_message back to_the TUpper House. My
view is that the TUpper House should be
invited not to increase the amount beyond
£100,000, The Opposition strenuously object,
because it will only be the means whereby the
peoples’ money will be squandered.

Hox. J. A, FIHELLY : In reply, I might
say, briefly, in order to remove any mis-
understanding, that a message came from the
Upper House this evening saying that a
spirit of reasonableness might prevail, and
that that Chamber might extend the amount
from £100,000 to £200,000 or £250,000. The
suggestion emanated from them, and I say,
lot them fix it up. They interfered. with our
measure in the first place. If they are going
te make conditions, well and good. Let
them bear the brunt of it. We are doing
our best to pass the measure, because we
want to see it passed. We disagree with
every amendment, but we are prepared to
accept a reasonable compromise. I think
we are acting in a most polite manner with
that Chamber in this particular matter.

Question put and passed.

PAPER.

The following paper, laid on the table, was
ordered to be printed:—
Additional regulations under the Public
Curator Act of 1915.

[Hon. J. A. Fihelly.
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APPROPRIATION BILL, NO. 4.
MessAGE FROM COUNCIL.

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of
the following message from the Legislative
Council : —

“ Mr, Speaker,—

“The Legislative Couneil having come
to the following resolution, viz.:—‘That
before reading Appropriation Bill No. 4
a second time, it be returned to the Legis-
lative Assembly with a request that they
will omit clause 2 on the ground that it
is not reasonable that a Parliament in
its last session should deal with the
finances that properly belong to, and
should be_ dealt with by, a future Par-
liament,” beg now to intimate the same
to the Legislative Assercbly, and herewith
return the Bill.

' “ W. HaMILTON,
“ President.
“ Legislative Council Chamber,
‘“Brisbane, 6th December, 1917.”

Free CONFERENCE,

The TREASURER: I beg to move—That
the following message be sent to the Legis-
lative Counecil:—

“ Mr. President,—

“The Legislative Assembly having
considered the Legislative Council’s mes-
sage of this dav’s date, relative to the
Appropriation Bill No. 4, request a free
conference with the Legislative Council,
with a view of arriving at a mutual
agreement with respect to the said Bill.

¢ The Legislative Assembly appoint the
Hon, T. J. Rvan and the Hon. E. G.
Theodore to be the managers to represent
them at such conference, and name No. 1
Committee Room, Legislative Assembly:‘
to be the place, the conference to be held
forthwith.

“'W. McCORMACK,
¢ Speaker.
¢ Legislative Assembly Chamber,
‘ Brisbane, 6th December, 1917.”
Question put and passed.

At three minutes to 9 o'clock p.m.,

The SPEAKER said: I shall resume the
chair at a later hour.

At twenty minutes past 9 o'clock p.m.,
The House resumed.

The SPEAKER reported the receipt of the
following message from the Legislative Coun-
cil :—

“Mr. Speaker,—

“The Legislative Council agree to the
free conference requested by the Legisla-
tive Assembly in their message of 6th
December, on the subject of the Appro-
priation Bill, No. 4 N

“ The Legislative Council name No. 1
Committee Room, Legislative Council, to
be the place and 8.15 p.m. this day to be
the hour and date of meeting, and
appoint the Hon. E. W. H. Fowles. the
Hon. T. M. Hall, and the Hon. A. G.
C. Hawthorn to be the managers thereof
in their behalf.

“W. HAMILTON,
¢ President.
“Legislative Council Chamber,
“ Brishane, 6th December, 1917.”



Land Act

The SPEAKER : I shall resume the chair
at a later hour.

At five minubes past 10 o’clock p.m.,

The House resumed.

LAND ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
3IE8SAGE Fro2 COUNCIL,

The SPEAKER announced the
messaze from the Legislative Conneil, return-
g this Bill with amoendments, in which
they invited the conenrronce of the Legisla-
tivi Asseml

CONBIDERATION OF TTiR MESSAGE IN CO2MITTED.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
The other Chambor bad rofuse!, aly, to
accept the Asserbly’s clawse 2 to the Bill,
which provided for the repeal of that section
of the tet by which the court was provented
from inerea the vent on any aswssment
Loyond &0 per cent. on ex 7 orab The
Treasurer had c¢stimated in  his Budget
receiving a certain amount of money from
this amendment of the Act. However, it was
only onc of many roiuctions mads by the
other Chamber, and it scemed impossible to
press it any f{urther. [t had been submitiid
on two previous occwsicns, and he thought
that this year, at an» rate, thew: would be
no ditfnlty.  As o mazios of fact the court,
when dealing with o nber of assessments
this vear in the ang cuts, had ar nuch
per cont. rer »d than the
court could givv on o Yot. They
thought that by the would be
le for the Crows (o obtam ixll value
from ity present tenants,

[HTEN

Hon. W. D). ArdMsTuoNe @ On present values
L of stock.

The SECRETARY ¥FOR PUBLIC LANDS :
The hon geptleman was an authority on
Jhat.

Hon, W. D. Armsinoxe: Vos, I am.
kiow niore than yvou do.

[

The BECRETARY fFOR PUBLIC LANDS :

If he were not, he thought he was, o it came
to the same thing, wo far as he was concerned,
At eny rate, that was apart from the subjeoh.
e thought 1t wes regrettuble that the Crown
not able to obtain a fair rent fromn
pastoralists of the State. Other tenants
a smaller way were called upon to
pay the full value for their loases; but
the other Chamber, as the guardians of the
pastoralists, said that those peopls must not
be charged their full value, because at an
carlier poriod in their history Parliament
thought fit to do someihing to protect those
people; thesofore, for all time ther must
enjoy that protection. He very much re-
gretted the position as it was, but he was
compelled reluctantly to accept the amend-
mend.

Mr. MACARTNEY : The hon. gentleman,
in gnnouncing tie agresment of the Covern-
ment to that amendmert, had found it neces-
fary to reflect on the other Chambor in the
ususl way for electicreoring purposss. The
hori. genfleman must recognise that, if the
Gowervment placed the game re on the
Bill that the hon. gentleman sought to malke
the peeple belicve he placed upon those
matters which were rejected by the Upper

1917—10T
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Chamber. a differont reception would be
given o the action taken by the other Ilouse.
He conitd only take if, srcing that the amend-
ment was accepted—ibere was not much in
vhe Bill otherwise—{liat the subject matter
was more of that clectioncering character
required for use amongst the people. The
hon. gentlernan could not suggest that the
extraordinary conditions which existed at the
prezent moment, arising from the war or
other causes. was a justifieation for altering
the conditions for all time. They knew very
well that as scon as the war was over the
special conditions would not exist, and they
would probably get back into a condition
similar to that which existed before the war—
wnd probably a great dew] worse.

The Secrrrary ror Peeric Laxps: In 1910
your own Government tried to remove this.

Mr. MACARTNEY : They ranember that
the very clause about which they were now
fighting was introducad by a Labour-con-
trolled Government, of which the hon. gentle-
man’s colleagus was a supported.  In 1905 it
was passed by a Labour-controlled Govern-
ment,

The SrcreTsRY For PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
I fought against it.

Mr. MACARTNEY : The Minister brought
it up by interjection. The other Chamber
had musde an amendment that protected the
character of Parliamecat, and they did good
serviee for Quecensland.

Question put and passed.
On  clause 4—*“Amendment of
97—

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
Thi: clauze had been struck out, and it was
consequential on the deletion of clause 2. He
moved—That the amendment of the Legisla-
tive Council be agread to.

Question put #nd passed.

section

4

On clause 9—*“Amendonent of sehedule
3

7
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS -

The same priveiple was involved in  this
clause.  In reply to the hon. memher for Too-
wong, he pointed out by interjection that in
1910, when Mr. Denham was Sceretary for
Pullic Lands, a Land Bill was introduced
which soueht to repeal the scetion of the
FLand Act which this Bill also tried to do,
¢ only for the pastoralists outside—
supported by hon. members in the House—
that section would have been deleted.  They
Liamed the Land Court at that time for not
at loast up to 50 per cent. Increase
i the rvent, bub that was aneient history.
Tle (Mr. Hunter) then supported the repeal
of the soction, and he still supported it. It
was not fair to the other tenants of the
‘vown that onec scotion were protected to bhe
nt of 50 per cont. while the other had to
the full inerease in the rent.

Mr, Guxy: There are twice as many graz-
ing farmers as pastoralists.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS :
All the more reason why the pastoralists
should pay more. It would open the eyes of
hon. members if they could read the roports
of the assessors.

Mr. MacarsNEY: Well, open our eyes. Wea
are here to get information.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS :

An hon. member opposite said that because

Hon. J. M. Hunter.}

j<n
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there was a war on, and the price of
wool was high, an opportunity was sought to
get an increase in the rents of pastoral
leases. The Kidston Government tried to get
more rent from the pastoralists in 1910 when
there was not a war on. He moved—That
the Logislative Council’s amendment be
agreed to.

Mr. MACARTNEY: The hon. member
referred to the fact that the 1910 Bill con-
tained a similar clause. It was pointed out
to the Liberal Governiment at that time that
it way an act of repudiation of a statutory
written contract, and the Liberal Government
recognising the Jjustice of it restored the
clause which had previously Leen introduced
into the Act by a Labour-coutrolled Govern-
ment.

Question put and passed.

The FHouse resumed. The CHAIRMAN ro-
ported that the Committec had agreed to the
Legislative Council’s amendments in the Bill.
The report was adopted, and the Bill was
-ordered to be returned to the Legislative
Council by message in the usual form.

At ten minutes to 11 o’clock p.m.,

The SPEAKER resumed the chair.

STATE IRON AND STEEL WORKS BILL.
Message vroM Councin, No. 3.

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of
the following message from the Legislative
Council : —

“ Mr, Speaker,—

“The Legislative Council having had
under consideration the message of the
Legislative Assembly of date 6th Decem-
ber, relative to the State Iron and Steel

Works Bill, beg now to intimate that

they—

‘“ Further insist on their amendment in
clause 10 (now 9), and offer the following
further amendiment, on line 7—After ¢ hun-
dred’ to insert ‘and fifty’; in which
further amendment they invite the con-
currence of the Legislative Assembly; and
further insist on their other amendments
in the Bill, including the amendment in
the title, to which the Legislative
Assembly have insisted on disagreeing.

“W. HAMILTON,
¢ President.

“ Legislative Council Chamber,
““ Brisbane, 6th December, 1917.”

MEssacE 1o Councit DecLaring Binn ¢ Lost.”

The PRIEMIER.: I beg to move—That tho
following message be sent to the Legislative
Council in reply to their message of this
date:—

“ Mr. President,—

“The Legislative Assembly having had
under  consideration the Legislative
Council’s message of this day’s date,
insisting on their amendments in the
State Iron and Steel Works Bill, to
which the Legislative Assembly have
already disagreed, beg now to intimate
that, the Legislative Assembly being
unablg to concur in the said amendments,
the Bill, in the terms of the Parliamen-
tary Bills Referendum Act of 1908, is

now lost.
“W. McCorMACK,

o ““ Speaker.
“ Legislative Assembly Chambeg, e

*“ Brisbane, 6th December, 1917.”
[Hon. J. M. Hunter.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Steel Works Bill.

I vegret that the Council have scen fit to
insist upon the limitation which they have
placed upon the amount that may be ex-
pended in the establishment of iron and steel
works. It must be quite obvious to them
that eventually—if these works are to be a
complete success—a larger sum than £150,000
will have to be spent. It seems fo me to
indicate that their desire is to limit the
amount which may be cventually spent upon
it under the authority of this Bill to such
an cxtent that they cannot be a complete
success. The attitude is only consistent with
the views we heard expressed by some pro-
mincut members of the Opposition during
the passage of the Bill through this House.
Morcover, it is an infringement of the
privilezes of this Flouse for the Legislative
Council to attempt to limit the amount which
may be appropriated for the purposes of the
Bill. The other amendments, too, seem to
me to be somewhat capricious. They are
certainly intended to bring about the resuls
which I very much regret to see has occurred.

Mr. MACARTNEY: If the hon. gentle-
man had been in this Chamber when the
matter was before the Committee on the
previous occasion he would have heard the
statement of the Minister then in charge of
the Bill that it was expected that a com-
promise would have been arrived at under
which the amendment of the Couneil, other
than the limitation of £100,000, would be
accepted, and that the £100,000 would be
incrcased to a larger amount.

Hon. J. A. Fimeuny: I said not less than
£200,000, and I mentioned £250,000.

Mr. MACARTNEY: The hon. gentleman
did mention £250,000. I point that out
in veply to the remarks of the Premier in
regard to the other amendments. At the
time I said I doubted very much whether
the Government seriously desired the passage
of this Bill, and I am encouraged in that
doubt by the fact that no concrete recom-
mendation from those who understood the
undertaking has been put before this Cham-
ber at any stage of this Bill. There is
nrothing, indeed, to show that the Govern-
moent have considered the question further
than the existence of certain suitable ores;
and no proposition has been put which would
justify the Housc in believing that the under-
taking would be successful or profitable. I
think the Upper Chamber had done a ser-
vice to the State in endcavouring to put a
limitation upon the amount which the
Government might risk or squander. There
has been no HEstimates placed before Parlia-
ment suggesting expenditure for the estab-
lishment of iron and szteel works.

Hon. J. A. Fieruy: I can mention £400
for an assistant geologist.

Mr. MACARTNEY : The current financial
year will end on 30th June, and not one
pound has been put on the KEstimates, as
anticipated expenditure, in connection with
those works.

The Premier: That is not necessary when
it is appropriated by the Act. .

Mr. MACARTNEY: It may be appro-
priated by the Act; but no provision has
been made for the amount required under
that Act.

B.'ﬁhe Premigr: It is appropriated bv the
ill.
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Mr. MACARTNEY: The amount sug-
gested by the other House is more than
ample for the current year. I realise that
if it were desirabie to cstablish these works,
and carry them on profitably, the limit would
not be even half a miliion-—probably not
even a million. But we have not got to
that stage yeot. The Government has not

ut & concrete proposition before the House,
supported by  expert  recommendation.
£100,000 is a suflicient amount for the Go-
vernment to play with during the current
financial year. As has been pointed out in
the ‘“other place,” no legislation was final.
If it turns out that the experiments the Go-
vernment are going to make—and they have
not got bevond the experimental stage vet—
show that the industry ean be established on
a successful basis, further provision can be
made when Parliament mects again. There
will be plenty of time to add to the amount
required. It will be shown, in the course
of time, that the Legislative Council arc
doing a service to Quesnsland in placing
a limit on a Government that was prepared
to enter into a ‘““‘wild-cat ” speculation with-
out due consideration, and without obtain-
ing suflicient expert advice.

The PreEMIER : There is nothing ¢ wild-cat”
about this.

Mr, CORSER: I am very disappointed at
the Government not accepting the recom-
mendations of the ‘‘other place.”” I am con-
vinced now that the Government have no
business in the scheme—that it is mercly a
bit of window-dressing. The proof of that
is in bringing it forward at the cleventh
hour, and stating—as they have done right
along-—that the proposition was primarily
for the development of the industry in regard
to pig iron. And now, when ther have more
than is necessary for all that they claimed,
they are not going on with it. They never
claimed that they were going to start steel
works ab once.

The PremieR: You will find that the Go-
vernment will not be deterred from pursu-
ing their policy; but they want a proper
Bill. In the meantime we will be going on.

Mr. CORSER: We are quite certain that
the Premier is not going to be stopped by
an Act of Parliament-—unless there is zome
other power which is greater going to stop
him. He is one who likes to see that others
do not break Acts of Parliament, but he does
not mind whether he does, so long as he is
able to do what he wants, in his own way.

Question put and passed.

APPROPRIATION BILL, No. 4

- RusuLr of FrEg CONTERENCE.

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of
the following message from the ILegislative
Couneil : —

““Mr, Speaker,—

“The Legislative Council have this day
agreed to the Bill intituled ¢ A Bill to
Apply Certain Sums of Money out of the
Consolidated Revenue Fund to the Ser-
vice of the Years ending on the last days
of June, 1918 and 1919, and cecrtain fur-
ther Sums to the Service of the year
ended on the last day of June, 1917, and
to appropriatc the Supplies granted in the
present Session of Parliament,” with the
amendments indicated by the accompany-
ing schedule, which were agreed to as a
result of the free conference between the
two Houses. The Legislative Council
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accordingly request the concurrence of
the Legislative Assembly in these amend-
ments.
¢ W. HAMILTON.
¢ President.

* Legislative Council Chamber,
“Brishane, 6th Decemrber, 1917.”

The TREASURIER : T have to report that
the managers appointed by this House met
the munagers appointed from another place,
to hold a free conference on the subject-
matter of Appropristion Bill, No. 4. After
consideration, ihey arrived at a mutual
understanding with regard to the suggested
amendments. The amendments will be in-
sorted by the Legislative Council. I beg to
move—That the following message be re-
turned to the Legislative Council :—

“Mr, President,—

“The Legislative Assembly having had
under consideration the Legislative
Council’s mossage of this day’s date,
relative to the Appropriation Bill, No.
4, beg now to intimate that they—

“ Agree to the amendments in the said
Bill. The Legislative Assembly desire it
to be understood that they agree to this
unusual procedure (being the result of a
free conference) for the purpose of facili-
tating the passage of the Bill, but on no
account is it to be regarded as a precedent
or an admission of the right of the Legis-
lative Council to amend an Appropriation
Bill.

“ W, McCoRMACK,
“ Speaker.

“ Logislative Assembly Chamber,
“ Brisbane, 6th Decenvber, 1917.”
Tlon. W. D. AnusreoNe: What was the
arrangement ?

The TREASURER: The agreement in-
volves the reduction of the amount which
was asked for as o vote of credit on behalf
of the financial year 1918-19. The original
Bl provided {cr the appropriation of
£500,000 {rem  the  cansolidated  revenue
fund on account of 1018-19, £250,000 from
the trust and speeial {und, and £150,000 from
the loan fund account. The Council have
agreed to give us a voic on credit on behalf
of that year, but asked that the amount be
reduced; so that—as a compromise-—we ac-
cepted half the amount that was asked for
in the first case.

The SPEAKER: T suggest that the hon.
gentleman move me out of the chair and that
the House go into Committec to deal with
the Legislative Council’s amendments in the

Bill.

COMMITTEE.
(Mr. Bertram, Maree, in the chair.)
The TREASURER moved—That the Legis-

lative Counecil’'s amendments in clause 2 be
agread to. on the understanding which he
had already mentioned to hon. members. If
represented the carrying out of an agreement
already arrived at at the free conference.

Mr., MACARTNEY: Although the hon.
gentleman had not said so, he took it that
the effect of the amendment was to make
the Supply that had been given for the yecar
1918-19 a fortnight’s Supply, instcad of a
month.

The TREASURER: Yes, it carries us over
the first pay.

Mr. Macariney.]
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Mr. MACARTNEY: ITe alro wished to
say, for his side of the House, thai they
still strongly objected to the principle which
was mvelved in what had been done. Thes
locked on the amendment simply as a eoni-
promiso.

The PrEMInR : Supposing a Parliament was
ended by effluxion of time in February, how
long would we get Supply—until June v

Mr. MACARTNLEY: If this Parlicmont
expired by effluxion of time in Februars thos
would get Supply to the ond of June; and
that was the recognised practice.

The Prrigr: I am not speaking of thi:
Parliament; but assumingpa Pzi;rliament
ended by efluxion of time in February ¢

Mr. MACARTNEY : Assuming a Parlia-
ment did end in Hebruary, Supply would
no doubt, be granted to tho end of Junei
according to the ordinary practice, simply
because it had been recognised. It might
be a very good practice to Limit Supply up to
the end of March in such a case. The objee-
tion taken by the Legislative Couneil, in their
first message, was a sound one, and he io-
gretted they had not adhered to it It
showod  the reasonableness, apparently, of
ancther Chamber in dealing with mattors of
business sent to it from this Chamber. Judg-
;rrllgttby gllexr attitude on this and othop

atters, there was no o
plaint that had been mZéZ}md for the con

Question put and passed.

The House resumed. The Cwzarru N r
ported that the Committee had agrged 1t(‘o
the TLegislative Council’s amendments  in
the Bill. The report was adopted, and the
Bill ordered to be returned to the Legislative
Council with the following messago s —

“Mr. President,—

““ The Legislative Assembly havine had
up’der consideration the Legislative Coun.
cil’s message of this day’s date, relative io
the Appropriation Bill, No. 4, beg now
to intimate that they— ’
“Agree to the amendments in the said
Bill. The Legislative Assembly desire it
to be understood that they agree to this
unusual procedurc (being the result of a
free conference) for che purpose of
facilitating the passage of the Bill, but
on mno account is it to be regarded as a
precedent or an admission of the right
of the Legislative Council to amend an
Appropriation Bill.

“W. McCorumacx,
. ““ Speaker.
“L(‘gnsla_tive Assembly Chamber,
“ Brisbane, 6th December, 1917,

SPECIAL ADJOURNMENT.
VALEDICTORY.
The PREMIER: Mr. Speaker, I beg o

move—That the Howse, at its rising do
adjourn till Thursday, 27th December, We
have now come to the ond of the session. It
has been a very strenuous and somewhat
eventful session, and I am sure that hon
wembers are glad that it has come to an
end. (Hear, hear!) During the session we
have had many political differences, but I
trust thnt.we have not left any feelings of
personal ill-will on the occasion of our
parting at the end of the session, (Hear,

[M7r. Macarney.
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hear ) Tor some of us—indeed, for all of us
—i% is a case of knocking off work to carry
bricks, as wo will be engaged in what will be
a strenucus campaign on one of the most
important  matiors any  Goverament  can
subanib to the people. 1 wish to express the
Yape that in the conduct of that campaign
thore will he no personal kittornes: dispiayed
wed that, foclings wiil be wmore G nious
than they have besn; because, no matter
what is the result of this campaign, there
is no doubt that after the 20th December
we must stand together a united people to

carry ocub the policy of prosccuting the
war to a successful issue. (Hear, heart!)
. hsve to thank you, Mr. Speaker, and
othor mombers of the House, and also

the *“ Hansard 7’ staff, officers of the House,
«nd attendants in the refreshment-roon: for
their courteous assistance on all occasions
throughout the session. I hope that hon.
members will have as happy a Christmastide
as thov can under the circumstances. I feel
sure that our sym:pathy will go out at that
time to those who have been bereaved by tho
Irss of these nesr and dear to them at the
freot.  (Hear, hear!) There is no doubt
that it will be a consolation to them to know
that houghts arc with them at a time
when bercsvement will be accentuated
iy the remembrance of former happy times.

ioxovrparLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr, MACARTNEY: There is no doubt
that wi have had a stronuous session, and
it wijl probably be long remembered in con-
nectien with the history of the Queensland
Parliament. T do not propose to refer to
the uubappy episodes of the session. I sup-
wa will take them up in another place
on. I would like to join the Promicr
hanking the Clerk of the House and his
Istants, and also the various employees in
ction with the parliamentary build-
including  the *“ Hansard” staff and
reprosontatives of the Press, for the

and assistance at all times ex-

to the Opposition. We are ad-
% np ., ad

cxrlier than wusaal, and it is

[ i
TR,

ino early to offer Christmas greet-
With the hon. gentleman, I think we
sll agree that there should b an expression
of ~ur feeling of sympathy for those who have
lcit their dear ones at the front, and for
those who have been wounded—and, indeed,
f <11 those who have suffered as a vesult
f the war. We would not be human beings
did not respond to those feclings at a
time like this. I hope that the time may not
b far distant when both sides of the House
mar be united in the desire to help the
Tmpire to the greatest possible extent, and
ko, extend that fecling of loyalty which we
all ought to show. I also trust that the
camnalgn which we are entering upon will
not bo necessarily one of bitterness, although
there appesrs to be an inclination in that
direction at the prezent time. If we ean
remember the issues at stzke, and act
aceerdingly, I do not think there should be
any real room for difference between members
on cither side of the Iouse. One is per-
ap: inclined to express the feelings one
helds; but, having regard to the differences
that exist, it would be out of place to say
more than I have done on this motion. I
trust that before we mect, cither in another
seasion, or in another Parliament, members
on hoth sides will see alike in regard to the
gront questions which I have referred to
to-night, (Hear, hear!)
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Hew. J. G APPEL: I desire, with the
toader of the Heuso and the deputy leader
of the Qppo:«; on, to thank the officors of the
Uouse in every capacity, for the courtesy
shown fo the Opposition and to members
generally,  If we have no further seossion,
many of us may possibly not meet again in
thiz august Chamber. Same of us probably
will.  So far as I am pewsonally concerned, I
may say that I have always endeavoured to
direet my conduct so as to avoid tho
indulgence of any personal feeling in con-
nestion with any subject which may have
LMo bpforc us. I have also adopted the
sainn line of conduct on the platform out-
side. The leader of the CGoverpment has
mentioned a certain matter of the greatest
moment to the BEmpire and to the Common-
woalth of Ausirslia, and, perforece, to the
state of Queensland. We differ in connec-
tion with a certain question which has been
submitted to the people of this State. I
can only hope that, in dealing with this
matter, legitimate discussion and debate may
alone be carried on, withcut any personali-
ties or bitterncss. The question at i

o is
far above and tranwends any personal
matter. Hon. gentlemen on the Governmens

side may think that a ccrtein mothod should
b adopted. Others consider that another
method should be adopted. The matter rests
almost wholly in tho Premier’s hands, and
I hope we can approach the matter in the
way he has suggested. Let us put our views
before the electors of the State and Com-
monwealth, and let us work together for the
onc common purpose, with the one common
aim and the one common object, and that
is that our Xmpire shall succeed. We
must all feel very w»roud of our Hmpire,
and we all hope that she will succced and
will still hold the position as the arbiter of
justice and freedom for the benefit, not alone
of our own people, but for the universe
generally.  (¥ear, hear!) May the Empire
ke crowned with victory, and may a con-
clusive peace soon appear, like .the bright
morning star. May the Empire arise from
her trials and tribulaticnms, and may ihe
blood that has been shed for the nation
have the effect of making us more united,
and emerge from this titanic struggle the
most glorious Empire that the world has
ever seei. I unite in the good wishes ex-
pressed towards members of this House.
Although we may have differed, I have no
personal fecling or bitterness against any
member of the House. I trust some of us
may meet here again for the purpose of
carrying on a governnient that will be for
the benefit of the provie of this State, which,

1 am sorry to say, has not been the caso.

during the present Parliament.

The SPEAXER: Before putting the
motion I desire, on behalf of the officers of
the House, tho ““ Hansard” staff,

[11.30 p.m.]} the Press, and the various assist-
arts, to thark tho Premier, the
deputy leador of the Opposition, and Mr.
Sppel, i v kindly references.  On my
own behalf I desire to sincerely thank the
members of the House for their courtesy to
me during my occupancy of the position of
Smenker. T have beon treated invariably
with courtesy by hoth sides of the House,
and have ¢n sll occasions endeavoured to do
my l=st snd to act fairly and impartially.

HoxoURABLE My : Hear, hear!

Question put and passed.

[6 DrceMBER.]
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ADJOURNMENT.

The PREMIER: I beg to move—That this
¥louze do now adjourn.

Mr. MACARTNEY: Before the adjourn-
ment I would like to ask the hon. gentleman
whether ihere would be any chjection to the
publication of the statement made by Mr.
MeDougall, of Warwick, in reference to the
recent incident at Warwick? I understand
that a portion only of his statement has been
made public, and it haz given rise to a
cortain  amount of dissatisfaction.  Mr.
McDougall—g well-known man at Warwick—
made a statement to the police, and a por-
ticn only of that statement has been referred
to in the report of the Commissioncr of
Police, and I understand it is the general
desire to have the statement made public.

The PREMIER: The hon. member has
asked a question with regard to the state-
sives by My, MeDougell to the (lom-
mission Of course, there is noth-
ing o prevent Mr. MceDougeli _himfelf
rmaking public anything that he thinks has
not been disclosed, although I have no doubt
that my colleague, the Home Serrctary, will
make available eny of tnose reports to the
Press if they wish to see them.
Mr. MacaiNEY: There is 1o objection to
the Pres: secing the reports?

v

The PREMIER: There is no objcction
whatever to the Press secing the reports.

Question put and passed.

The House adjourned at thirty minutes past
11 o’clock p.m.

NILLS ASSENTED TO AT (CLOSE
OF SEsSION.

On Ssturday, 8th Deeomber, 1917, a Gazcite
Fleireordizary was ssued  signifying  the
seaont of IT1is Excellency the Governor to the
following Bill:—

Clossr Settlement Act Amendment Bili

0u Monday, 10th Drcember, 1817, a Cazetie
Fretraordinary was issued signifying  the
asent of His Excelleney the Governor to the
following Pills:—

State Children Act Amendment Bill;
Pharmacy Bill;

State Produce Agency Bill;
Appropriation Bill, No. 4.

On Baturday, 2énd December, 1017, Gruzettes
Ertraordizary  were issued  signifying the
aerent of i1z Fxeelleney the Covernor to
the following Bills:—

Woongarra Tramway Bill;

Clermont Flood Relicf Act Amendment
Bill;

Regulation of Sugar Cane Drices Act
Amendinent Bill;

Farm Produce Agents Bill;

Tand Act Amendment Bill;

Tosal Authoritios Acts Amendment Bill;

Public Works Land Act

Resumption
Amendment Bill. :



[PROROGATION.]

Parliament prorogued by following Proclamation in Gazette Extraordinary, Saturday,
22nd December, 1917 :—

A ProcramatioN by His Excellency Sir HaminTon Joun Goorp-Apams, Major on the Retired
List of His Majesty’s Army, Knight Grand Cross of the Most Distinguished Order of St.
Michael and St. George, Companion of the Most Honourable Order of the Bath, Governor of
the State of Queensland and its Dependencies, in the Commonwealth of Australia.

[1.8.]
HAMILTON GOOLD-ADAMS,
Governor. ¢

In pursuance of the power and authority vested in me as Governor of the State aforesad, I, Sir
‘Hamizron Joun Gooub-Apams, G.C.M.G., C.B., do, by this my Proclamation, Prorogue
the Parliament of Queensland to Tuesday, the twenty-ninth day of January, 1918.

Given under my Hand and Seal, at Stanthorpe, this Twenty-second day of December, in the
year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred and seventeen, and in the eighth year of His

Majesty’s reign.
By Command,
T. J. RYAN.
Gob Save TE KINg!





