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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

\VED!':ESDAY, 5 DECEMBER, 1917. 

The SPEAKJCR (Hon. vV. ::vfcCormack, Cairns) 
took the chair at half-past 3 o'clock. 

QUESTIONS. 

SUPRE'm CounT DEciEroNs APPEALED FRO:\!. 

Mr. \VI:.JSTA:\'LEY (Queenton) asked the 
Attorney-General-

" 1. Is it a fact that he has received a 
communication from the Honourable the 
Chief Justice of the Rupreme Court in 
regard to the number of decisions 
affirmed and reversed on appeal from the 
SuprcmP Court to the High Court 9 

" 2. If so, will he place copy of the 
letter on the table?" 

The 'I'REASURER (Hon. E. G. Theodore. 
C!tillagoc), on belnlf a: the Attorney-General, 
re· plied-

"1. Yes. 
" 2. I now phee copy of the com­

munication referred to on the table." 

LOSSES IN CE!':TR\L SUGAR-~i!LLS. 

Mr. SWAYNE (_11irani) asked 
Trea:::urcr-

the 

" In connecti oa with tho last report 
upon the central mills. what is the reason 
for omitting certain particular re-Tarding 
losses in mannfrrc>ture v.rhich lun~e bcC'a 
supplied in previous yeaL} ?" 

The TREASURER replied-

" The particulars can be obtained from 
the information publishe·d in the report." 

SUPPLY. 
RESOLGTIONS FROM COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY. 

The CHAIRMAN OF CoMMITTEES (Mr. Bertram 
Maree) presented the resolutions from Cam~ 
mittee of Supply. 

The 'fREASURER: I beg to move-That 
the resolutions be received. 

Question put and passed. 

The CLERK then commenced to read the 
resolutions covering the amounts voted for 
thr; whole of the departments of the State. 

The SPEAKER: I suggest that the reso­
lutions be taken as read. 

Ho"m:RABLE MKviBERS : Hear, hear! 

The TRE \SURER: I beg to m:ove-That 
the resolutions be now agreed to by the 
House. 

The RPEAKER : I propose to adopt the 
cqmc procedure in connection with this dis­
<·u"ion of ihe various items as was adopted 
on previous occasione. I suggest that each 
n1PrnbAr requiring to discuss a certain resoln~ 
tion should call out the number of that 
resolution, and thn remaining items can be 
pc,sod en bloc. 

On resolution 1-" Rail1cays, General EHtab­
li:~hn~ent "-

Mr. CORSER Wurnett) : There is one 
matter to which I would like to call the 
attention of the Railway Department. It 
ha> con:e under the notice of travellers that 

[Hon. E. G. Theodore. 

the railway yards in country districts to-day, 
and during the present eeason, have become 
seedbearers for the various noxious weeds 
that were brought into Queensland. The 
seeds fall from the trucks of the varions 
carriages and take roqt in the railway yards, 
and you will find weeds that have never been 
seen· there before. In that way, we are 
sowing broadcast a lot of dangerous weeds, 
and if not stopped in the present season, 
th0y are going to be a big menace to the 
country. We know how much we have 
suff0rcd in the past from neglecting to destroy 
noxious '' eeds when thev first showed them­
S<'h·cs. I sincerely hope that the Govcrn­
aent will do something- at a very early date 
to bring about the destruction of this menace. 

Colonol RANKI:::..; (!Jurrum): I desire to 
offer a fe'"' remark.; ahout t;hc railway 
adminif'tration as it aih cts 1ny O'\'D dj,_,trict. 
There ie a go<,d deal in what. tbc hen. mem­
ber for Burnett has said. and co.n;.laint• have 
been vcrv frequent i'1 regard to the mcJacc­
"hich is. threatened uy the- noxious weed3 
refcrre<l to. There c· ;., one Ol' two othet· 
1nntter~ which l wj·h in crdl ,aH-pntion to. the 
fir,t of which is the inadequate railway ser­
Yice ohbdning in 1ny {~istrict. For months 
rast I have f'ndcavoUN'd to E~cur,:_: Hll(' irn­
provcnF'llt, not only un the Isis line. but also 
on the line from Cclton tu Pialb·•. Those are 
bvo of the h!"·.:;t-payi~16 b::-anch 1 i ncs, in no1· 
n1al tim12s, in the St·'!.tJo, t:nd .. 'et it «'('ems to 
n1e that thPv ha~.·e bl .t sin.rrlrcl cut for YerY 
unfair treatment. The people have rai,ed 
their Yoie-e, and the local authorities there 
have appeakd to the Government to give a 
more a-deqnate service, but so far without 
avail. It sPems p'tesing strange that we 
"hould have, in districts like those, a motor­
car service running in competition with the 
railway service, but such obtains at present 
on the Tsis branch line. If it pays ptivate 
people to run a motor-car service alongside 
the railway lin<>, it i'oulc surEly be corn· 
j:etent for the Railway Depurtment to run a 
s0rvic" which will meet the public demand. I 
noticed some time ago that an effort was 
being made to introduce a motor-car service 
on the railwav line. I do not know the 
departmental name of tho cars to which I 
refer, but son1e expel·iniC'nts were 1na.de, and, 
as far as I can g·athet, they were quite 
successful. A sen·ice "'Gh as that could be 
run economically in th0 districts I have 
rrwntioned, as one ~110·· '"'\nnan conld run thf' 
car himself. The car referred to was 
verv much like an ordinarv tra nrar. built 
oa the motor-car principle. 'Even that would 
be a great concce don. Another matter 
which is standing Yory much in the W>lY of 
progress are the exorbitant railway charges 
with respect to the traffic on the recently 
opened U rang an line. It seerr_·s. passing 
strange that the freight along that line should 
be in some ca,es five timcc what it is between 
Rockhampton and PcJrt Al~11a. \Yhir1l j,, a 
longPr distnn'2P. Tht~>· \vere both built for 
the pnq1o c of giving- acc0ss to a deepwatcr 
port. and if th(~ GoY('l'lll::.Jcnt, arp RYn1pathctie 
towards the rlrvclopmeni of that J•ort, on 
"hich a very constdc'''able 'Um of public 
mo'1cy :nas h(''n s:)f'-lt. 1<1oy should t·iY.' fair 
and rcawnablc trf''lh"'!c-nt in the din•ction I 
have indicated. \Vo hav0 all the conditions 
fuvourahle for the es'. blishm,_nt of a good 
port as far as R.nc1orage and harbour 
far·ilities ar0 concc.rned, and the onlv 
trouble which- stamls in the wav is the 
unfair treatment· in the wav or' railwav 
charges. I uo not think that the Government 
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have given that consideration to this import­
ant question which it deserves. We also find 
the same lack of consideration by the Govern­
ment with regard to the requirements on the 
wharf itself. The shirping facilities there 
ha ye bee11 condemned in the strongest terms 
qmte recently. I have condemned them in the 
Hou,e myself, bnt no steps have been taken 
to remedy the matter, which is· of great con­
cem in that di<trict. 1 hope that some 
steps will be taken bv the Government first 
of all to get something like adequate a~com­
modation on the jetty and transport 
accommodation on the two lines I have 
mentioned. We are anxious to develop settle­
ment and industry, and if there is one 
department more than another which can give 
those facilities which are so essential to the 
wellbeing of the State, it is the Railway 
Depnrtmon~. 

.\nether matter which I will take the 
opportunity of referring to is the attitude 
o£ the Railway Department regarding coal 
upplie·. For some considerable time now 

the coal supplies for the Burrum district 
have been drawn from Ipswich-a distance 
of comething like 200 miles. Never before 
in the history of the State has such a cour <.e 
been pursued as that adopted by the present 
Government in this regard. It has been said 
that the coal in the district is too high in 
price, but I think that has long ago been 
exploded. \Ve know that only ycsterdav 
one of the colliery proprietors there had to 
close .down his mine. as he was unable to 
carry on, after spending some thousands of 
pounds. liP told me himself that for the 
last fortnight the net profits on the working 
of the mine, including his own labour, did 
not exceed £3. He said that he proposed 
to close down his mine altogether. Almost 
the '<<me state of affairs exists at the present 
time at Torbanlca. A small companv was 
fcrrnod sunw time ago t . take up a m~ne at 
Torbanlea. Thcv hdv·c worked it for some 
two or three years ar:d haYe lost monev all 
the time They arc now sick of it, and almost 
ready t<J "thrcF::-· np t h<~ spo11ge." I:Iardlv 
Irss scnoub i;.; the po:::ihon '~rith rr::,ard to thve 
Dundee Colliery, whore thev have been prac­
tically working for months past from hand 
to mouth. At the other coalmine-the Quecns­
lr.nd Colliery Comp,•.ny-eJthough a larger 
conePrn the position :i:- not ypry n1uch better. 
I think vou wi!J a.o:r<'L' with me that, so far 
.a.s the prico charged for the coal is <'011ccrned 
it is moJ'P than iu~tifi,•d by thP result that ha~ 
obtainc·d in that di,, l'iet. If the GoYcrnment 
llrC' c:oin ., to bP a pa~_·ty to ruiHing those in­
dustrlf'~ 1nerely bccau,,.~~ thev haYe son1e 
ultericr object in Yie.._._., thcr_._ I ~1nnst raise mv 
YoicP in protest ag-'tinrt it. 1'hcrc: is nO 
doubt that the attitude of the Government 
during the last two }Cal'>· tc• the collieries in 
my district ha, been di ,graceful. They have 
almady driven one mnn out of business, they 
Dre driy~ng a s,Pcond 1ninP out of busi­
ne3s---

The SPEAKER : Order ! The hon. gentle­
man must confine himself to the Railway 
Department. 

Colonel RA::\I'KI:\f: I am ·dealing with the 
railway vote. 

The SPEAKER : The hon. gentleman 
must not wander all ovm· the country. 

Colonel RANKIN : I think this is one of 
the most impurtant matters in the Railway 
Department. \Vithout coal the trains are 
not going to run very far. 

'J'h0 SPEAKER: The hon. member may 
rc.-er incidentally to the coal supply, but I 
will not allow him to discuss coal proposi­
tions all over Queensland. 

Colonel RA:\'KIN: I have no cksire to 
doal with the ccal propositions all over 
(~ueensland, but I sulJ,nit that I am in order 
in dealing with the attitude of the Railway 
Department towards coal suppliers, and more 
particularly in the di-trict with which I am 
a;,sociated. I am in order in pointing out that 
the attitude of the Government :th regard 
to the colliery proprietors in this district 
has been such as to dri ,.e them out of trade 
altogether, and has practically assisted in 
ruining them. That is a question of most 
vital importance to my district. I think that 
we deserve some statement from the depart· 
ment as to theil' future attitude in that 
direction. l know that we wi:l be told there 
are some orders outstanding which have not 
been supplied for the last twelve months. 
You will note that I have not made any 
reference to that colliery. I have only 
referred to other collieries-for the reason 
that they were so disgusted with the treat­
m0nt rnetc•d out to them by the Ryan 
GoYernmtmt that they refused to have any­
thing to do with them. On the other hand, 
they were able to keep up their supplies from 
other source··, I hope that some endeavour 
will be made by the Government to secure 
fair treatment for these people. The Govern· 
mcnt claim to be desirous of developing our 
industry and upholding the prosperity of the 
State. _'rhey claim to be sympathetic towards 
our pnmary producers. Here is .an oppor­
tunity in which they may occupy themselves 
to gr<;.1t advantage. I do not know of 
any industry that will give a greater 
revenue to the Hailway Department than 
the coal industrv. The r Ltes obtained are 
very considerable. \Ve know there is very 
little labour so far as the department is 
concerned in the "arriage of coal ; they have 
simply to remoYe t.hc trucks containing the 
coal from one point of tlw line to another. 
If they are desirous of assisting not merely 
colliery proprietors but also of adding to the 
revenue of the ,nos'; important publi~ 
utility-the railways-here is an opportunity 
of showing- their sympathy in a practical 
1nannor. 

Mr. GLEDSO:\f (lps1cich): Everyone must 
admit that it is an important matter to the 
Railway Department as to where they can 
get their coal supplies. I have repeated 
before, and I c,ay au·,,in, that each district 
should supply coal to the railway. It does 
not matter -.,hat district it is, they should 
supply coal to the men \Vorking in the· dis­
trict. I ma,cle it mv business to '·CC what was 
the reason whv this was not done at the 
Durrum. I h~ve been informed that the 
Hailway Department have orders standing 
back to last. December which wore not sup­
plied by the Burrnm district. The men in 
that district are working every day, and they 
cannot supply an ounce Df coal more than 
what they are doing to the Railway Depart­
ment, so that the dep>1rtment cannot obtain 
the coal they require from that diBtrict, and 
that is the, reason they ha ye to get it from 
other districts. I say distinctly that there 
has been no one driven out of the trade at 
the Burrum. 

Colonel RANKIC'>l: One mine closed down the 
day before yesterday. 

:Mr. GLEDSON: I contradict the hou. 
member for Burrum when he says a mine 

Mr. Gledson.] 
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has be~n doecd down becaust> the Railwav 
Department refus<:'d to i ake coal. 

[4 p.m.] I givP that an emphatic dc>nial. 
I ehallnn1re the hon. member for 

Burru~11 ro provn tha't that miL.e close{l do\vn 
beecms•c the Rlilway D<'pactment ,·cfu ed to 
take coal. 

Colonel RANKIN: I accPpt yom· challenge, 
and I will prove it. 

::Yir. GLEDSOK: On Satmdav la .• t I was 
in th0 Burrun' end Howard di~trids, and I 
1nad0 full inquirhls as t.o how tht• IYlines were 
\.vorking thert~. and I \Vas informed that the 
mine that had closed down h .. d closed down 
for othrr 1 ;osons. 

Colonel R.\~KIN: Give ns the reasons. 

:vJ:r. GLEDSON: The hon. member for 
Bu:·rum m>tv trv to tell his electors that the 
Railway Depar.lmcnt <lrc rcfmin:; to take 
their coal, hut I tell him, :h I told him 
previously. t!oClt the.v hnve ordt•rs which have 
b(}en ou+-·Jtanding: since la.:;t DccrnJbc.r, CtlHl 

·,·hich that district has not oupplied. Why 
dOf s not the hon. nwmh•r for Bnrrum tell 
the truth to the people? 

Colont'l RA::-;JKE\: I rise to a ;ooint of 
order. Is the hon. member in order in sav-
ing I am not t··lling the t"uth? · 

The SPEAKER: I did not understand the 
hon. member to say that. 

Colm·d RANKIN: He said th,-, hon. mcm· 
bcr· for Burrum W<lS not telling the truth. 

:vJ:r. Wr;o.;sTANLEY: He said nothing of the 
sor':3. 

Colonel R.-\NKIN: What have ,·ou to ·rlo 
1vith it? Mind your own business.~ 

The SPE},KER: Order ! Do I under­
stand the hon. member for Ips'\vich to say 
that the hon. member fm Burrum was not 
telling the truth'.' 

::Ylr. GLEDSOC\1: What I said was, "\Yhv 
cannot the hon. member ::011 the truth to the 
people Y" 

The SPEAKER: I would point out. that 
it i, nnparliamentary for an hon. member to 
say that another hon. m em hPr is telling an 
untruth, <lnd the hon. member chould with· 
<!raw it if he made such a statement. 

Mr. GLEDS0:\1': I ·do not wish to sav env· 
thing that is unparliamentary, and if 'r sai·d 
anything unparliamentary I am willing to 
withdraw it. I want the House to know 
just what is ihe truth in conr,ect;on with this 
matter. I do not want to say anything that 
is going to hurt any hon. me.mher, but the 
position is that these companies were not 
able to supply their orders, and the Railway 
Department had to procure the; coal from 
elsewhere. 'I'hev cannot run the rnilwavs 
without coal. < • 

Colonel R\,;KTN: You ask the proprietors 
al)out it. 

}fr. GLEDSOC\1: I did ask the proprietors. 
It is only a fortnight or three weeks ag·o 
since I sat in court With the proprietors of 
thqt, ·district, and I asked th·· m if the,· were 
getting sufficient orders, and the proprietor 
of thn Torbtmlea Mine said he could supply 
mor<' coal if he could get it out. He put 
the whole position hefore the court. and said 
it was costing him so much. Bnd that he 
eould supply more coal if he could get it out. 
The hon. member for Burrum said this Go­
vernment is attempting to ruin the coal 
industry in that district. The hon. member 

[.Mr. Gledson. 

knows that that is not so. Th0 Government 
have driven no one out of the coal industry. 
The Government h<lve spent more money in 
the Burrurn district in pu:ting bores dov.rn 
to trv <lnd foster the industrv than was ever 
F'pBn£ !Jy any previous Governlnent. Ahhough 
the hon. member was a member of the 
Cabinet of a preYious GoYernment, they did 
not put any bores down to asoist the coal 
industn· there. Borf'• have 1wen nut down 
],v th!c; Government practicallv · on the 
l1ordPrs of the Quensl;ond Coliiery Com­
pany's ground in ordc to test that ground, 
and as a resalt I have been given to under­
stand that further development is taking 
place, anr! I undcr-tand that the company 
with which the hon. member for Burrum 
has been connectt:d is going t.o sinl\: a f haft 
in clos(' proximity to ·wh('re those bores had 
bc·:>n put down. 

Colonrl R.iXKJX: T'hat i just ltbout as true 
as your other statement.a. 

ThP SPEAh.ER: Order ~ I suggest h 
the hon. mcmbt~r that if he wants the 
Speakc ·~ to protect hin1 rrg/1inst a charge of 
untruth being· lcvell0d at ho',l, he must not 
use tho::e exnrc,,ions hin:oelf. He has told 
tho hon. me~1bcr for Ipswich that what he 
said i.;; untr;:e, and a few rninnt.;s ;1z-o he 
rose to a point of order becaus,-, the hou. 
member for Ipswich &:tid he w::,s "ot speaking 
the truth. 

Cc.lonPl RA:olKI:-1: I did not say he was 
Rtating an uutruth .. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! I would point 
out that thP mere. fact of an hnn. member 
saving a stat.'nl.cnt is untrue is not unpar­
liamc~ltary. The Speaker is not responsible 
for any rnember rnrrking staremf'nts whether 
they are true· or othcrwi,e. If one hon. 
member sa's a thing j, untrue. and another 
hon. memher :.ay it is true, >urely the I-Im.Jse 
cloPs not <'xpect the Speaker to decide whJCh 
is tnw erd 'vhich is not true. I hope• hoB. 
HlC'rnhers \vill {'ontinue the d0batc 'I' ithout 
charging each other with sputking untruths. 

ilir. GLEDSON: There iB no need for a 
heated argument over this thing. I want 
the House to understand what is the true 
position. If one hon. member gets up and 
makes a statement which another hon. mem­
ber can refute, it is his duty to get np and 
tell the House the true position. I do not 
v:ant to cloud the issue, but when the charge 
is levelled at this Government that they want 
to ruin the coal industry in that district, and 
that thev had alreadv driven one company 
out of r'l-w trade, ,nd were trying to drive 
other companies out, it is nec0ssary that 
some hon. member should put the facts before 
the people of the country. That is all I am 
endcavourir'g to do. The Railw~ty Depart­
ment have had to get their coal from other 
districts. beranse th<'y could not get regular 
supplies" from the B'urrum. I would point 
out also thot the R"ilwav Department have 
been made a convenience' of by those minf"l 
for " number of years pn"t. ·especially by 
the Queem!rmd Colliery C Jmpany. When 
thev had no other trade thrv sta.cked the 
coa·l in the railwa v va.rds and. mn de storing 
grounds of them .• and when they req~ired 
coal for other purposes they l"ft the Railway 
Department without any. The department 
has done all they pc,silcly can to foster the 
co11l trade in that district, and the Govern­
ment have ae<isted all they can. 

Colonel RANKIN : To kill them ; rhat is 
about what they have done. 
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Mr. GLEDSOl\: Not to kill them. They 
are working better now than ever. 

Colonel RANKIN : The output has dropped 
b:; two-thirds. 

~1r. GL-G:DSON: The output has dropped 
ber:1use certain mines closed down owing to 
being worked out; and they are attempting 
no·~,- to eiuk new shafts. 

Colonel IL~N==w : \Vhat min" is worked out 
of coal·? 

Mr. GLEDSO;.;-: The Queensland Colliery 
Company's No. 5 shaft was closed down 
lw< aw1e of the pillars. 

Colonel RANKIN: The Queen£land Colliery 
Compan:·'s No. 5 shaft is working to-day. 

:Yfr. GLEDSON: I am going on the> infor­
mation supplied to me by the manager of 
the mine. 1 would like the Government to 
take strong •teps to prevent the rail way 
refreshment-rooms allowing bottled drinks to 
br, taken on the trnins on Sundavs. That is 
a qrw~tion that the Governmei;t ought to 
take a firm hold of and do something to 
pr-event the people taking bottled beer out 
of the refreshment-rooms on Sunday. As far 
a~ I can le an, trippers have come along 
and have bought beer and other things and 
taken thorn into the trains. That ought to 
bo prohibited altogether, and I ask the 
Government to look into those statements 
and try <end prevent that sort of thing if they 
po,sibly can. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON (Drayton): The matter 
ju,t mentioned by the last speaker certainly 
wants looking into. I have known of men 
ccurying half a dozen bottle~ of beer into a 
train and making them;;eh-es a regular nuis­
ance. You might just as well have beer 
and spil'its sold in the train. I have seen 
it handed to soldiers, and that sort of thing 
should be put a stop to. 

The object of building onr railways was to 
open up the country, but we find that under 
th<> present Government our railways are 
n:ade the means of ruining country industries 
by carrying material from the capital al­
ready manufactured into the country, and 
thereby impoverishing the industries in the 
country. I r0fer to timber and manufac­
tured joinery and that kind of thing, which 
is carried into the interior by the railways, 
which practically robs the people in the 
illtcrior of a great deal of the work that 
they used to get. I certainly object to our 
railwavs bPing made the means of injuring 
industries in the country to bolster up the 
cities. 

The Govemment has put itself outside the 
law "·" regards the Industrial Court Any 
private employer paying two men a different 
rate of wages for the same work, or pay­
ing a lower r>Lte than the award of the court, 
is lirrble to a fine for every day he con­
tinues to pay it, and he is liable to a fine of 
a~ least £20 for paying a different rate of 
v;.:tg-rs. 

The TREASt:RER : The Government are 
carrying out the award. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I make this state­
ment-that you have two men working side 
by side, doing the same class of work and 
\Yorkin!' the same number of hours, and one 
is paid £19 14s. a year less than the other. 

The TREASCRER: That is done under the 
award. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: There is nothing to 
prevent you payin!' the one the same as 
the other. There is a great principle at 

stake. The Federal Government and the 
State Government have said times out of 
number that they would have judges 
to carry out their wishes. No private 
employer can get a judge to give an award 
providing for two different rates of wages 
for two men working side by side and doing 
the same class of work. Can you get a judge 
that would give an award in a colliery pro­
viding for " different rate of wages for two 
me-n working at the same cl:1ss of work? 
Could ;mu get a jT<<lge who would give an 
award in regard to any industry under which 
one man would get £20 a year less than 
another ma.n doing the same class of work? 
\Ve know that the employers are heavily 
fined if they do Hot pay the wageg fixed 
by the Industrial _\rbitration Court. Yet 
here we have th0 Hailwa:· Department em­
ploying 600 men at this low, sweated wage, 
a.nd th<>::· have endr-"_voured by every power 
pc;:sible to take away from them the right 
to Yote and take away the secrecy of the 
ballot. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! I suggest that 
the hon. gentl0man should discuss the vote 
before the House. 

:\Jr. BEBBINGTO:\' : This money is used 
for this purpose, and I am quite in or·der in 
discussing it now. 

The SPEAKER: I hone the hon. member 
will t tkc• notice of mv ·call to ord"r. He 
must discuss • the specific vote before the 
House. 

Mr BEBBI::-JGTON: I am discussing No. 
2. 

The SPEAKER : OrdN ! We are dealing 
with ::\Co. 1. 

i11r. BEBBINGTON: I will discuss it on 
No. 2 later. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! I can assure the 
hon. member that I shall not allow him to 
repeat the same arguments when discussing 
resolution No. 2. The hon. member must 
connect his remarks with the "Railway De­
partment-General Establishment." If he 
does that, he will be in order. 

:\1r. BEBBINGTON: This monev is used 
for this purpose. I am pointing ·out that 
the GoYernment have done everything pos­
sible to compd these men to join the union. 

The SPEAKER: I would suggest that the 
hon. gentleman would be more in order in 
discussin!' that matter on the vote for the 
Industrial Arbitration Court. 

:Hr. BEBBINGTON: I can prove that 
thcs'' men have been prevented from using 
their vote·' as they wished to do. 

The SPEAKER. : The hon. gentleman will 
haYe to prove that the Administration had 
something to do with it. 

?vir. BEBBINGTON: I can prove that 
men cue deprived of £20 a year because they 
will not join a certain union. 

Tht' SPEAKER: That is more a matter 
for the Industrial Court vote. The hon. 
gentleman has not yet connected his remarks 
with thn resolution before the House. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I am pointing out 
that this money is being spent to pay certain 
men in the R.ailway Department £20 a year 
more than other men. \V e al~o know that 
men have to Yote in a certain way or go 
out of the union. 

Mr. WEIR: Bunkum! 
Mr. BEBBINGTON : This money is being 

used to destroy the secrecy of the ballot. 

.~fr. Bebbington .1 
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The men are compelled to join a union and 
ii t~ey will not join they lose £20 a 'year. 
I thmk that every man has a ri"ht to vote 
in the way he pleases, and he sh~uJ.d not be 
prevm;ted from doing so by the Government. 
That 1s one of the reasons why I object to 
this vote. \\' o know that a private member 
~annat move to increase a vote, but the 
.rreasurer can do so, and he should pav 
these other men the same rate that he pav"s 
the men belonging to the union. I undl,-r­
><tand that these men have formed a union 
between them, elves, but every effort is being 
made to rn·eyent them from being registered 
and getting thrir rights. I will leave no 
stone unturned until I see these men get the 
wages due to them .. 

Mr. MACARTN"EY ('l'oowong) : The hon. 
member for Ipswich controverted the posi­
tion taken up by the hon. member for Bur­
rum in regm•d to thA treatment of the mines 
in the Burrum district. On looking at the 
business-paper for the ht August of this 
year I find that the following question was 
asked by the hon. member for Burrum :-

" BuNDA~mA CoAL UsED oN THE MARY· 
BOROlJGH RAII,WAYS. 

"Colonel RANKIN (Burrum) asked the 
Secretary for Railways-

1. The ordinary railway freight per 
ton on coal between Bundamba and 
Maryborough. 

2. The quantity of Bundamba coal 
purchased by the department for use on 
the Maryhorough district railways for 
the twelve months ended 30th June last? 

3. The present price paid for Bun­
damba coal at pits? 

4. 'The price at which coal has been 
offered to the department by the Tor­
banlea Colliery, Torbanlea, and the 
Dundee Colliery, Howard ?" 
"The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS {Hon. J. 

H. Coyne, Warrego) replied-
1. 18s. per ton. 
2. 35,219 tons. 
3. 12s. 6d. per ton. 
4. 16s. per ton." 

1\.nyone looking at that question will see that 
a cost of £25,533 was incurred by the Go­
vernment during the period of twelve .months 
to penalise the Howard and Torbanlea mines. 
That was the extra amount that it cost 
to take the coal from Ipswich to work the 
railways in the Maryborough district over 
and above the cost that the coal could have 
been obtained for from the local collieries. 
In the earlier part of the present session 
the hon. member for Ipswich practically ad­
mitted that the reason for that was that 
the Howard Colliery did not employ union­
ists. I say that there is no justification what­
ever for putting the country to such a large 
expenditure of money, particularly in times 
like these, for such a reason. It is a scan­
dalous thing. I ask the hon. member for 
Ipswich does he think that is likely to en­
courage the mining industry? Is that sort 
of treatment calculated to encourage the 
mining industry in the Burrum district. The 
hon. me,mber says that the Government are 
not a,cting in a way to discourage the Bur­
rum district. but what is the meaning of 
that particular action to which I have re­
ferred if it does not discourage that district? 

Mr. GLEDSON : I can tell you that every 
miner working at Burrum is a unionist. 

Mr .. MACARTNEY: The Railway Com­
missioner drawing his supply of coal from 

[MT. BtMington. 

Ipswich meant that the Bun·um miners 
gradually found their way down to the 
Ipswich coalfields. 'The hon. member for 
Burrum tola l!S that there was a nice 
little township established there, with a local 
school of arts, and all the surroundings of 
a happy settlement, and it was all broken 
up through the callous attitude of the Go­
vernment to the coalminers in that par­
ticular district. For political purposes such 
a thing is scandalous. The hon. member for 
Ipswich says that orders were more recently 
given by the Government which could not be 
"upplicd. Those orders were given after a 
number of men had gone away from the coal­
fields, and when orders were pressing on the 
l'Ompanic, at the busy period to such an 
extPnt that they could not supply the 72 
tons per day asked for. Let us have something 
like fair play. Let us have the facts as 
they are, and not have them admitted to­
day and contradicted to-morrow. The records 
show what the facL are. 
* 2\1r. \YElR (Jlaryborough): The question 
of the Burrum coal has been raised, and it is 
only right to let the House know the posi­
tion from our standpoint. I quite agren 
that a district has the right to supply all the 
coal required in that area, and I say that 
that rule has been recognised to a greater 
extent by the present Government than any 
previous Government. At the same ti.me, I 
say that no Government department can de­
pend on an inadequate and insecure supply. 
During my time in Maryborough, extending 
over a number of years, I know that the 
Eailway Department there has always been a 
dumping ground for the coal from the mines 
of the Queensland Colliery Company. Thev 
always sent their surplus coal to the Rail­
way Department. On several occasions when 
I was there we were oversupplied with coal, 
and yet I heard telephone messages coming 
from Howard asking us to take more coal. 
It was no use our taking more coal than we 
wan~ed, because it only deteriorated at "' 
consHlerable rate. If we refused to ta.ke thA 
coal then, later on \Ve would get a me;;;sag(' 
from Brisbane, no doubt inspired from a 
certain sourc<>. telling us to take the extra 
coal from Howard. That is what the 
Ho ward people want to do. They "ant to 
send their coal to the Railway Department 
' . .-h<>ther it is required or not, wht•n they 
cannot dispose of it elsewhere, and the~' can 
only blame themselves for the position thee· 
are in to-day. I have the Maryborough 
"Chronicle" of the 13th August, which gives 
the figures in connection with coal ordered 
and supplied at Maryborough. 

The SPEAKER : If the matter is apropos 
of the vote, I will allow the hon. member to 
quote it. 

Mr. WEIR: It is apropos of the vote, as 
it relates to the quantity of coal supplied to 
the Rail" ay Department in Maryborough by 
the Howard proprietors-

" January, 1916, ordered, 1,872 tons; 
supplied, 1,525 tons. February, 1916, 
ordered, 1,950 tons; supplied, 779 tons. 
March, 1916, ordered, 972 tons; sup· 
plied, 749 tons. April, 1916, ordered, 
1,000 tons; supplied, 1.190 tons." 

That was the only occasion where they sup· 
lied more than was ordered. 

"May, 1916, ordered, nil; supplied, 
119 tons. June-September, 1916, ordered, 
nil; supplied, nil. October, 1916, ordered. 
1,872 tons; supplied, 1,199 tons. Novem­
ber, 1916, ordered, 1,872 tons; supplied, 
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82 tons. December, 1916, ordered, 1,872 
l;ons; supplied, nil." 

It would be absolutely impossible for any 
·department run on busine·'s lines to depend 
on the supplies of coal unlees the full amount 
ordered is supplied. If any department is 
going to be worked on these lines, particu­
larly the Railway Department, which uses 
approxi,mately lOO tons per dav at Marv­
borough, tlwy will not go very' far. I a;,1 
one of those who believe that all our f'oal 
required in tha.t district should be supplied 
from the Howard. It is a bad policv to talm 
coal from Ipswich. • 

Colonel RANKIN: Did you yourself not 
endeavour to get some orders in the Ips­
wich district? 

Mr. WEIR: I would do the same thing 
to-tnorro\v. 

Colonel RA"KI": If you tried, does not 
.that shm.- that the Government were not 
oympathetic: 

Mr. \VEIR : I would do that but I would 
inform the public that the ho'n. gentleman 
and others were not honestly trying tD supply 

the mders to the Rail way Depart­
[4.30 p.m.] mmt which they had obtained. 

Surely, if they had orders for 
1.800 tons a month thov should do better than 
supply only 30 or 40 tons in two months. 

Colonel RANK!N: What is the object of 
your endoa.vourmg to get orders elsewhere 
lf thE"00 collieries are already working? 

.Yir. \VEIR: The hon. member is trying 
1 > draw LW off the track, but he alone is 
re.'pons1ble for the position in which he finds 
i1imsclf. The hon. member told the House 
that anotlwr collirrv in the Burrum district 
do>cd down because the Railway Depart­
nwnt would not gi.-e them any orders. 

Colonel RA~KI);': The owner of that mine 
toid me so on Monday, when he came to see 
1ne. 

:\lr. \VEIR: Sometimes we do not get 
all that owners tell one another; »e only 
got one s:de. I am repoRting the ,tatoments 
made to me, that if the Railwav Department 
1\0U!cl give this colliery an order for coa] 
they were prepared to" drop their priLe b,­
,o much per ton. Something was done, of 
which I know nothing, and the result of 
that wa· that the collierv went back on their 
offer. \Vith regard "to the QuconsLnd 
Collieries Company at Ho·, ard, the hon. 
nwmber for Burrum knows morf' about that. 
and I will confine my arguments to that 
matter. 

Colonel RANICIN : I did not refer to them 
at all. 

Nfr. WEIR : The hon. member is bolstering 
up the wrong cas0. I am prepared to put the 
trouble at the door of the Queensland Collieries 
Company at Howarcl. There is also a letter 
here from the same isoue of lOth August, 
i<I£n.d by John Gennon, the chairman of the 
Hm'"rd .Y1ining Vnion, verifying the state­
ments made by the hon. member for Ipswich, 
and deprecating the attitude adopted by the 
'wn. member for Burrum, who, at that time 
\Yas saying that thP mines at Ho\\ ard wer~ 
Ruffc·ring frcm want of sympathv on the part 
ot the Uovernrnent, that the miri'eovnlers were 
being driven out of the industry, and com­
plaining about the fact that the patriotism 
d the district was draining the district of 
the workers. I do not propose to dea.l any 
further with that. 

The hon. mernbPr for Drayton had madL• 
an attack in connection with the Railway 

Department. There are many statements he• 
makes that we do not take seriously, but a 
ctatom0nt like this should be taken seriously. 
ThP hon. member for Drayton did not stick 
to facts. At the present time the recent 
award rates are onlv applicable to the seven 
unions. whose mc·n'ibors wore cited before 
the court. 

Mr. GLEDSO::<r: Fifteen unions. 
:Vlr. \VEIR: I acc2pt the hon. member's 

<·orrection. At all events, it was confined to 
tl10.• scop0 of th<' number of unions who pre­
'cntcd their caso before the court. The 
!r1c•uds of the hon. member for Drayton were 
not suflicientlv interested in their own wel­
fare, and in not going to the court the:y are 
like men who do not see fit to JOlll a. 
friendlv woict.v. Surolv thcv have no right 
i£ thev' have n'ot contributed· anything to the 
tight to ask where their share i··. 

Hon. ,J. TOL)!IE: They have contributed 
b the work. 

Mr. WEIR : \V e know they do the work. 
\Ye know they have another method of 
getting increas<>s. They do not go before 
the court but take the method adopted by 
the hon. r{,omber for \;Vide Bay, who bolstered 
np the case of one man who said ho would 
have nothing to do with the unio_n. Twm~r,·­
four hours afterwards we find hm1 sncakmg 
into a uuion to protect his hid<'. The peoplP 
of whom the hon. member for Drayton speak< 
prefer to crawl to the bosses for their in­
creases rather than adopt the manly attitude 
of the unionist, who takPs his case to thL• 
court. The aspersion cast by thp hon. 
membf.'r for Dravton on the railway unions 
is not based on facts. 

Hox . . J. TOLl\HE: He was absent one or 
two da' s when the railway Estimates were 
discu,se.d, and he wanted to raise t~e ques­
tion of thr Railway Department takmg over 
certain 1 and in the Enoggera district, and 
dealing vorv ha rshlv with the owners of that 
land. . According to the strict !otter of the 
law, perhaps tlw department were rig~t: ~ut 
the mvrwrs who had arranged for subdrv1dmg 
the land refrained frorrc doing so at the 
request of the department, in order to save 
possible expense to the departm~nt. The 
cir•nnrtment Pver:'-•udlv took possessiOn of the 
lat~·l hv ~-"i rt-uc of a } ·rpv1~ior~ in a very old 
title ·deed. and gave no compensation what­
ever. which was very unjust. All the people 
l'< ceivcd was £700 for the land. I do not 
know het)wr j t,,,t 1s thn way the department 
intends to proceed in all cases. I know the 
Governm·ent are considerini': the question of 
resuming the Trades Hall, .. the land in con­
nection with which had cost the trustees 
nothing. and I wonder if the Govcrnm~mt '':ill 
clcal with the Tradc•s Hall as they drd With 
thPse individuals. I hope that the Govern­
ment will r0considcr the case and see that 
justice is meted out. 

Mr. PETRIE (Toom lml): BeforE> the reso­
lution wont through. he had a grievance to 
ventilate reg-arding his electorate. One was 
with referenc·' to a closed gate at 8 miles 33 
chains on the Pinkenba b;anch. This level 
crossing had been there since the railway 
was construd•,d. and a lot of people in the 
neighbourhood Lad been put to very great 
inf'onveniPure throug-h the closure of tho 
gate. He had interviewed the railway authori­
ties on th~ matter, hnt understood that the· 
gates were to remain clo•ed. He would ask 
the Min:ster to bri-;;( ·he mat.tPr before til:J 
d8oal·t'!lf'r~. r.nrl SC'(~ t~1.t no ir.justice was 
doiJC to the "c»i il011ts d Pinkenba. and the 

Mr. l'rtne.] 
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•ur>·oundin!; locality. He had anotl,er griE>I­
ance dating back to the time before the late 
Government went out· of power. That was 
with reference to the bad state of the Clay­
field and H0ndra raiiway platforrrcs. As far 
back as 1914, h.· asked the following question, 
vide p, 1022 of "Han-ard" for 1914-of the 
Secretary for Raihvay·"-

" vVith the increased traffic and to give 
Fafer and better accommodation to the 
travelling public-

I. Is it the intention of the Rail way 
Department to proceed this or early 
next yerrr with the duplication of the 
line from Ea~le Junction to Pinkenba, 
or at least as far as Ascot? 

2. If so, will the stations and plat­
forms at Eagle Junction, Clayfield, 
Hendra, and those beyond Ascot to 
Pinkenba be improved-First, b:: con­
structing an island platform, with up­
to-datn buildings at Eagle Junction; 
secondly, by doing away with the low­
k.·el crossing at Clayfield, and con­
structing extended high-level platforms 
with better accommodation at this 
station, aho to do similar work at the 
Hendra Station; thirdlv, to raise and 
<>xtend the platforms a;,d improve the 
station buildings at Doomben, vVhin­
stanr·. Eagle Farm, and other stations 
along this !in<' as far as Pinkenba. ?" 

"The SECRETAHY FOR RAILWAYS (Hou 
vi'. T. Paget, ,}Iarkay) replied---

,, 1 and 2. The department think it is 
desirable to carr;:- out sorrce of the works 
mentioned. The plans and estirr·ates are 
prepared, but it is unlikely that the funds 
necessary to carry out same will be avail­
abk in the near future." 

Since then he had approached the present 
Government, but nothing had been done. 
Some time ago he interviewed the Railway 
Department and obtained the following 
statistics of the· number of passengers and 
traffic between Ascot, Hendra, and Clayfield 
railway station-' for 1915-16-

I x . ·. ,; TOXXAr;J; m· TOTAL 
' . n ot , 

"' G!rOL-.;. RJ<:Vl';I\"t'E 
I r·as"PlJ~' 

~ On1- ! I11 ~ out-
1 

gers. , 

"' wards. ward~.: wards 
--- ! --~ ---- ------

.£ £ 
A~ cot GO.~JO :1, }'<) t'' -3/~HG 3 865 

Iknd " ... 
I ~7 .. ¥78 l.lHt i 

Claytie1d I G3,814 er~. I 

He would libo to rlraw the attDntion of the 
Minister to the bad state of thne station.; 
They were pmctically dangerous. He had 
had sev8ral intc'rviPW3 with the Commis­
sioner frr Raihn.ys regarding the duplica­
tion of the lin<· to A.scot. On race dctys that 
line is fairly dnngerous. and the Cornmis­
sionrr admits that th·: duplication is neces­
sary, but I understand that. although he has 
had the amount placed on the Estimate·,, for 
some nason or othe-r it is alwa:c·s wiped out. 
I notice that the Minister has announced that 
the department is going to carry out some 
big alterations at the Brunswick Street and 
Bowen Hills stations. I think those altera­
lions are very necosary, and I am glad to 
know that those improvements arc going to 
be made. I would urge that some con­
sideration be given to that portion of the 

[M1·. Petrie. 

railway from Eagle Junction as far as Ascot. 
The late Government did not do all they 
should have done so far as the alterations 
required arc concerned, but that is no 
r8 ason whv the delav ehould sttll go on. 
Something· ought to bo done, not only for 
the sake of the many rwople down tlwrP, but 
from the pclint of view that there may be an 
accident at any ti1nc. If some o!le n1et w1th 
an accident down tbcre, the ratlwa,,· would 
be lot in for a con-idn:1ble amount of 
damages, which would ~·ost them more t~an 
"·h,tt is required to cm:ry out th~ alte:atwn. 
I did not got up w1th any mtentwn of 
delaying these resolutions, but I t_hink I ~ave 
had the opportunity now of brmgmg 1~ a 

rir•vancc which has been a long-standmg 
one. I am sorry the :Ylinistcr for Railways 
is not prncnt this aftorr.oon to hear what 
I 2av. I know I have the sympathy o' the 
Conl~mif'~ioncr for Raihvf!ys, and I believe 
some of his officers. that something should be 
done in tlw dir•c·'tion of naking th >e long­
" ant~d imnrovemonts in connection with the 
various stations I have :Jready mention_c'cl 
from Eagle Junction to Ascot. I would hko 
to see thP duplication some day or other 
extend right to Pinkonba. I know the lab' 
Governm~ ~nt entered on a schmne by resutn­
ing all that ground from the H~m.ilton, to 
Pinkenba of some day or other utrhsmg tnat 
frontage for wharhge purposes. I ]~now " 
large sum of money has been spent m that. 
di,·ection, and I think the intention was to 
bring the railwav line from Pinkcnba along 
the bank of those wlw.rws and then join 
somewhere at Ascot. I do not know whether 
that has not been partly the reason for. some 
of the deJa,- in regard to the alteratiOns I 
have referred to. but it is necessary that 
something should he done, and I hope, at all 
events. that if somdhing is not soon done. 
to bring a deputation to wait on the Minis­
ter and Commissioner for Railways to draw 
their attention again to the ·dis~rac-~ful stat<> 
of these stations, and in the interest of the 
travelling public and i't the interest•, of thn 
lines that something should be done on the 
lines I ha.Yc indicated. 

Resolution 1 agreed t<:>. 
On resolution 2-"Railn·ays, South< rn Diri­

sion"-

Mr. SWAY::'<JE' said: I wish to draw the 
attention of the House to the e:draordinary, 
and I may say unjust principle, that has 
lateh· been initiated bv the Railway Depart­
ment. \Vhon this vote was before the Com­
mittee it had not come to our knowledge 
that the Railway Department had adopted 
the practice of discriminating in their rates 
of pay. that they paid different rates _of 
·wages for e-x:act1y th•J same work. For In­

stance, 've kno·w no'<t' there might bo t~wo 
:m0n ga~----kC>f'pjn.cr or ~ignalling or workrng 
i:1 the workshop doing precisely the same 
work, and doin.IT it just as well, yet one of 
those men recei.es less than the other. No­
bodv can sav such a thinl! is right. Of 
course, I can, quite undcrsta;.,d the excuse is 
some action of the Industrial Court, but the 
Induotriol Court does not say you shall not 
pav over " corta.in rato, and no matter what 
the award may he in connection with some 
of the employees. it does not prevent the 
department r'rom paying more money !o 
othere if t~ev think their work is worth rt. 
I ta k0 it the t the remuneration of this work 
was settled bv the court because it considered 
it a fair rate of pay and anything under 
v. oul-d be uniust to the workers. I take the 
stand that the Government has no right to 
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discriminate betw< en various sections of the 
communi':>. All it had to take into cognis­
ance is th~ -..vork that is clone and pay a fair 
otandard of wage for that particular dacs of 
work. Eve,·ybody who does that work is 
equally entitled to the same wage. I think 
that iJ a fair ('ontention, and I cannot under­
stand any procc~ s of l'Oasoning that arriv(-·-. 
at anv other conclusion than that Yvork of 
the same value should lw paid for at th' 
sa1ne wa~t~. no tnattf'r who perforn1s it. Of 
course. ;,t mav be urged that those who will 
J'C'<:' ·lYe thi-: pvrpferonti~l treatment haYO done 
~otno serviee outside for which thev will be 
remunerated. but I do not think that that 
can b~ c hown. Of <·ours'•. I know in the 
r,ast unionism h~ts afforded distinc' boneflt> 
and has bPen a g<;o·d thing, but thoro are 
many pc _J]t r;ow who a~·c afraid that it is 
~-oing- too far altogether. and I certainly 
think that th.-· St:tt· is goinn- out of the wa:;, 
to subsidi ~e in anv '\ ::ty the v mmnbors of an~· 
one organisation ':1gainqt others who do nOt 
belong to :t. \Yhcthcr it is right that people 
should join these organisations is not for the 
State to ny; that is a matter to be decided 
between the workmen thcmselvc,. Further, 
I say that CYPnts lately haye brought us to 
the conclusion that these organi· ations are 
~~lTh·in~ at such fl stage a11d- have attained 
such a pitch that th"~- have become a menace 
to the cornmnnity. 

The SPK-\KER: Order ! The question 
before the House is not whether the unions 
are a menace to the cornmunitv. The hon. 
gentleman is "'ndea vouring to ~liscnss some~ 
thing e!Bc under coy(,r of this resolution, 
and I do not intend to ellow him to do so. 

2\llr. SWAYNE: I would like tu draw vour 
attention to the vote we are disclPsing. 'The 
,y;olution is that-- · 

The SPEAKER: Order ! I know th,, vot<' 
'luite as well as the hon. gentleman and 
there is no nccef.<,it~7 to read it. ' 

Mr. SvVAYl\JE: It is to pay snlaric'S and 
contingencies in connection with the railways, 
Southern di,-ision. and I think vou must 
admit that hw practic'" I am >·eferring to 
obtains under this vote. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! The hon. gentle­
man is setting out to give the House a dis­
sertation on unionism, and that is not in this 
vote. 

Mr. SWAYNE: What I a.m doino- is 
pointing out how wrong the Governmt~nt ar,; 
in making Jistinctions between two sections 
cf tho communitv. 

The SPEAKER: The hon. member was 
not interrupt<:>d by me when h0 was doing 
that. 

Mr. SWAYKE: We have been told the 
reason for doing it, an-d I am Bhowing that 
that reason is not a rig-ht one, and that anv­
thing that ic done in this way by which any 
one section of the community is entitled to 
any privilege over anothPr sr'ction of the 
community is w•·ong. I think that is per­
fectly fa·ir, and, fur1.her, [ am going to show 
that those organisations have now attained 
the pitch that- thny have become a menace. 

The SPEAKER: Order 1 Tho hon. mem­
ber in going further on those lines will n·:Jt 
be in order: The hon. gentleman must con­
nee: his remarks ·.1 ith the vote before the 
House. 

Mr. SWA Yl'\E : I think if you will listcm 
you will Jlnd that I am. I am condemning 
the practice that now obtains in the Railw!iy 
Department, and T am giving my reasons 

for condemnin!?; that practice, and I am 
pointing out \Yhe:·e it is likely to bring about 
ill-pfieets to the community. I am doing 
that. and surelv I must be allowed to state 
1ny re.tsons for' coming· to that opinion, and 
anvone who has W'ltched events in Australia 
in· the last few months----

The SPEAKEl{: Order! If the hon. mem­
ber ·Jesir-'"0i a di ·-cussion on the qum~tion of 
those. events he \Votdd have to rnovc a :notion 
to that dfect. I am not going to allow 
abstr'tct discussions on a qnr-stion that rrtc:ty 

'be in a remote "aY connect~ l with th<, H:til­
way D··partmc nt. " 

Mr. SV, A YC\E: Unfortunately, this is far 
from being an abstract quP,tion to the people 
of Queensland. 

TlH1 SPEAKER: It is abstract so far as 
this vote is C'OltCf'l'llCd. 

~lr. S\VAYKL: It seems to mP that we 
havP hf'en allo\vPcl Yery little roorn for argu­
ment. If I state an opinion, surely T may 
!"' allo·.·. d to give my reasons for holding 
th,,t opinion, und I have expre-sed the 
opinion that it is not only nnjn<t, but it is 
also injnriou . to the community that this 
nrartice shon~cl obtain, and I an1 fortified in 
th 1t opinion by certain facts that havo latdy 
hapfH'ncd as ~ho·\·irJ!.?,' it is a dangProus thing, 
l'Specially in a ·r1~"nocratic country , .. ,-her0 
thero is no ,_xcu:::e for it, and \vhere every 
rnun and woman has a votB, to allow such 
pov·ers as are now hPld by these organisa­
tions to he ~o ('X0r<'i·_ed. when \VC know th0y 
are under the c-mtrol of small cliqufcs ar.d 
c~JtPrie·"· 

The SPEAKEH: Orr'rr! ThB hnn. gcntie­
mo.u is di,cussing a mattr>r altogether outside 
tlw vote. The rmestion as to whether these 
org:tni~Rtions ha ~·c c_crtain po1ver~ or not has 
not'1in!! tJ do ;,-ith the vote to defray thB 
cnst of salaries and contingencies of the hoad 
nffice of the Railway Department. 

Mr. S\VAY:'\'E: The noini: I lwve raiqc,r] 
depends to a great P'l:fl'nt upon bother it is 
likelv to h0 beneficial or the rcvcese. to the 
coin:illurity. and I {lffi en de lvouring· to shnw 
that it is likelv to be injurious to the com­
munit.v. and at' timPs a d?.nger, and at times, 
unfortunatclv, a distinct lo-~ to the corn. 
rnunity. · 

The SPEAKER: Order ! The hon. gentle­
Jnan Jnust surely re0ogniPo that that ha~ 
nothing; to do with the vot0 lwfor .. the House. 

;y1r. SW_'\. Y::\'E: The Government are 
<·nronraging mch a state of things. We all 
knov.~ that tho~f· in rPeeipt of the money 
embodied in lh0 resolution are the officers of 
the raihvav set·viec, and ''"<'~ kno\V \Vhat 
rr·ncntly ha 'np0110d in regard to the railway 
e.ervicl'. Vv'e ull know that. although r.u 
award has beE'n ma•de granting an in­
cro'!se of £450.000 in wages. our railways 
were held up owing to a dispute outside 
of Queensland. with v. hich nobody in this 
State h ,c] anything to -do. \Ve know we 
could not get stuff dovvn to New South 
\Vales. and the fa.rnwrs' nroduee .,-as held 
un at Wa.llangarra, and -on the ::\'orthern 
ritiJ~,1·ay,.: we could not get nnr cane to the 
mills. Let mo say the large hor!y of the 
rank and file recog-nised the,- have got beyond 
the limit. and thev are not at all in svrn · 
pathv when thev a're brought ont in "'eh " 
c;:~se 'as I am ailnding- to aguinsi their will. 
That rroves that such a shte of things is 
L"ing allowed or being encouraged. and that 
verv great loss has accrued to Queensland. 
Quite recently we know that sugar-cane had to 
remain on the ground. and portion of it \NS 

Mr. Swayne.l 
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lost, on account of their hold on our railway 
service. and I say it is not the place of thA 
Government to encourage such a state of 
things as that, let alone subsidise it. T;\0 
place of the State is to pay every man what 
he is worth quite regar<lless of any othE>r 
matter, and regardle~s whether he belonged 
to any particula• bod.v or not: if the work 
is equally good. the pay should be equal for 
that work. I further say that this invidious 
treatment of one section of the communitv 
as against another is bringing about a stet~ 
of things that is hecorning dangerous, and 
has aln ad\ lost a considerable amount of 
money to the State. I know that the idea 
is that o.II the transport workers should b<• 
banded together in one big union, so that 
at an~· on0 moment. at the behest of those 
who hold th<' strings. the executives. th,,v can 
hang up the industrial life of the State; and 
I say that position is dangProus. It is a 
threat to the whole cornmnnitv. Fo~ 
instance, as bcitl.ring this out, I hav~; h~rA an 
extract from a ··pE>ech made bv Mr. Beeh> 
on this subject. He ,avs, 'n re!l'ard to the 
endeavour to band th~ transport workers 
together--

The SPEAKER: Order! An endeavour 
to brtnd the transport workers together has 
nothing to do with this votE'. 

Mr. SWAYNE: We nre discussing one 
section of transport workers now. 

Mr. MICARTNEY: They are included in what 
you ~ay. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! I hope the hon. 
rr.embcr will take notice of me, and not of 
the hon. member for Toowong. 

Mr. SW A YXE : As a rule, I don't take 
notice of interjections from either &ide of 
the House, because sometimes thev are not 
relevant; but I think that any speaker is 

allowed to listen to relevant in­
[5 p.m.] terjections-which, most certainly, 

was that of the hon. member for 
Toowong. I wa.s going to point out the 
danger that arises to the community at large 
through the organisation of such industries 
ar, _this one being voted for-as is very clearly 
pomted out by Mr. Beeby. Commenting 
upon--

The SPEAKER: Order! If the hen. 
gentleman thinks he is going to get round 
my ruling by incidentally mentioning this 
vote for that P':'rpose, he is making a mis­
take, I a.s",_1re lum. 

.:IIr. SWA YNE: I have no desire to do 
ar-ything of that kind. 

The SPE.\KER: Order! ThP hon. gentle­
man, throughout the whole of his speech, has 
lxm trying to evade my ruling. He knows 
quib< well tha.t he is out of order. I ask him 
to confine his remarks to that vote, or I 
shall have to ask him to resume his seat. 

Mr. SWAYNE: It is reallv no use m" 
going on if that is the case. I 'am criticising 
adversely the Government for bringing into 
being or suh•iidising those organisations. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! Order! The 
hon. gentleman is not criticising the Govern­
ment at aiL He is endeavouring to build an 
argument on a question of organisation of 
lz.bour-which is not before the House at all. 

Mr. SWAYNE: Because, as it so happens, 
that comes into the question. If that did not 
come into the question I should not refer 
to ic. 

The SPEAKER : Order l I cannot permit 
the hon. gentleman, or any other hon. 

lMr. SU'ayne. 

member, to drag in everything that may be 
remote];: connected with the vote. 

Mr. SW A YNE : The vote i~ money pay­
m<mG for a certain branch of railwav workers, 
and in that branch a. distinction i~ made, I 
understand, with some 600 men, who get less 
for the same work than their fellows. 

The SPEAKER: While the hon. gentle­
man keeps on that he is quite in order. 

Mr. SW A Y::'\E: You must recognise that in 
making a case you have to go outside for illus­
trations, for points to strengthen y6ur case. 
I can quite understand the Tr,-,asurer's plea­
spre at my not being allowed to get r.his in. 
He knows yery well-and the Ministry know 
-that they have not a leg to stand on, on 
the principle of common justice, in this dis­
tinction betwc"n two bodies of workers. If 
the work done by one man is of the same 
value as that done by another, he should 
receive the same value for ib. I may say 
that I asked a question of the Minister for 
Railways the other day as to whPther there 
was any difference in the value of the work. 
He made a sort of evasive reply, endeavour­
ing to convey the fact that there was. Now, 
I mny say this-that it never has been the 
case, and recently it has been distinctly dis­
proved. \Ve all know that in New South 
Wales lately those who took the place of 
the men who went out on strike did their 
work so well that one man was doing the 
,,,,me amount as two men were doing before. 
\Ve know that that occurred particularly in 
the case of the meatworks, and also in many 
other branches of occupation. The half­
hearted reply which the Minister for Rail­
ways wn-e me the other day was completely 
disproved by what ha.ppened there.. My 
re a son for taking the stand I do m the 
matter is not that I don't recognise the 
benefits arising from unionism. I believe in 
1mionism. But I am also a democrat, and 
I don't lwlievc in privilege for any m~e 
class. I believe that as far as the State 1s 
concerned it should treat all alike, and make 
n<> distinction in payment or anything of 
tb-.t kind. The member for Mount Morgan 
told us that. as far as those bodies are 
concerned. the;; are quite able to take care 
of themselves in this matter: and th.erefore 
io is simplv for the sake of bolstermg up 
tl::eir own political supporters that this thing 
is being done. According to their Gupporters, 
it is unnecP~~arv. Any reasonable man, 
whether he belon"gs to a union or not, will 
acknowledge that privilege is detrimental. 
In the Ion[\' run it is going to come back on 
their own heads: and it is a thing any honest 
m<tn ('1nnot approve of. 

Mr. YOWLES (J)a/by): I wish to point 
out that in mv own electoratD there are 
instancPs of where the railway is losing 
revenue. I pointed out to the department 
the nece,itv for e~ccting fa.cilities for truck­
ing '·toek. i: am speaking now with rderence 
tc the Tara Railwav. There are large num­
bers of etock coming to 15iven point~ on these 
lines. There is a railway runnmg past, 
but there arc no facilities of any kind for 
loading. with the result that people have to 
"a1lc their stock in some cases 20 or 30 
miles to the near<><tt trucking station, which 
ts at Dalby. That is not only an inconvenience 
and a direct loss to the men who have .to do 
that, but it is an indirect loss to the ra1lway, 
which would get the revenue. If the d~part­
ment is going .to continue in ~ha.t P_arslm~m­
iDus way-wh1eh, to my mmd, IS bemg 
pennv wise and pound foolish-they cannot 
expect these small country lines to prosper, 
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bccauve they have of necessitv to look to the 
freights that are being got· from stock to­
wards th~ making of the necessary revenue 
for carr:y1':'g or; the concern. In regard to 
the admmi8tration generally, it seems to me 
that th,'rc should be economic a.dministration. 
I think tl~e figures of last year showed us 
that, notw1th"tandmg the fact that the rail­
ways ran something like 8,000 paying miles 
less than thev did the previous vear it was 
l;CCPSSary foi· 0 :Jmf'thing like f00 'men in 
addition to be employed to do the work. 
Tlmt only spells disaster, and must naturally 
end in insolvency. 

The SECRETAHY FOR RAILWAYS: vVhere were 
the 700 employed? 

Mr. VOWLES: Some of them I under­
stand, in conn<dion with the rail"'~V rdresh­
mcnt room -I believe thev come under the 
number of e;<1nlovcc,. The fio-uros showed 
there were c.omethlng like 700, i;', round num­
ber'· rnorc than there wore previously. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Don't you 
know that tho.oe places wore occupied by the 
employee'' of private enterprise previou• iy? 

Mr. VO\VLES: How many hands ar~ 
represented by the railway refreshment 
room3? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: \Ve are not 
employing- any more than there were pre­
viously. 

Mr. VO\VLES: I know that at mv own 
railway station-Dalby-we do about half the 
trade we did about four years ago, and we 
have double the number of hands. I would 
like the Minister to explain that. The same 
state of affairs exists at other stations. I 
do not sec how the Railway Department can 
be expected to prosper. There is another 
ma~tcr which e':erybody probably \Vill have 
notlc~d; . that 1~ the system of broaching 
that !S gomg on m the Railway Department. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL WAYS : I would be 
glad to submit your remarks to the general 
manager of the railway refreshment rooms. 

Mr. VOWLES: I am not talking about 
the refreshment rooms. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILV>AYS: Yes, you are. 
Mr. VOWLES: I am talking about your 

goods shed. Don't you misrepre··ent me. I 
am talking about this dumping place for 
good old Labour supporters-the people who 
ar" there and have no work to do and yet get 
pa1d. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You cannot 
get away from the statement you made. 

}1r. VOWLES: If there has been any mis­
understanding about it, I am not referring 
to the refreshment rooms. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You F·aid we 
were doing twice the business there with 
half the staff four years ago. 

Mr. VOWLES: In the Railway Department. 
The SECRE~ARY FOR RAILWAYS: No; in the 

refreshment. rooms. 
Mr. VOWLES : I am talking about the 

goods shed-that dumping ground; that 
benevolent. institution for all unionists who 
never ?o any _work and draw their pa~-. It 
transpncd qmtc rccentlv in the courts of 
Brisbane, and the cas"e originated from 
Dalhy, that there is a s:vstematw pilfering of 
goods going on. \Vhcthcr the department 
connives at it or not I cannot say. I am 
one of the victims mvself. I sent a parcel 
through the Railway Department about two 
months ago to Brisbane. I hold a receipt 
for it, and nobodY can tell me what has 
become of it. I understand that the practice 

with a booked parcel is that every person 
who handles it must give a receipt for it. 
Not only can they not give me the infor­
mation, but thc·y refuse to give me any 
report on it, notwithstanding the fact that I 
have asked three times. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: How long 
ago has this happened? 

Mr. VOWLES: Two months ago. They 
absolutely refused to give me a report in 
Da.lby. H0 is an acting stationmaster there, 
and I can only g-ot it from him if he gets 
instructions from hoadqu>trters to do it. That 
i.< a pretty st<>te of aff>tirs. And mine is 
not the only case. Almost every consign­
nwnt of goods-mor<> particularly liquor­
that comes into the railwav ycnds is tampered 
,,-ith. There is n, sy 'teuwtic broaching of 
cargo going on the whole time. Now, what 
bapp0ns? A Yritness. in giving evidence in 
court, says there was a. system of tcn·oris­
ing_ going on: they wei'C afraid to split on 
thc·r pals; thfly knew it. and had to be a 
party to it. It was commented on by the 
police magistrate, and the sooner the Minister 
a.nd his depart1~ent look into this and have 
a gonccral cleamng out of those wasters who 
de> not work and are there for what they can 
get out r>f the public the br-tt:r it will be 
for the public and his c!Ppartment. I don't 
mean to >av that the :Minister would be a 
party to th'ose sort of things: but this is 
going on and it should be nece''·ary tha.t he 
have detective' to catch thos0 men. It is 
going on all over the \Vestern line. It is 
becorning notori(lUS that it is most unsafe 
to send any article of value through the 
raihnY unless you insure it. \Vhy the Com­
missioner . hould insist on their insuring in 
order to take the responsibility of a common 
carrier I do not know, why he should be 
privilqed in that direction. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Does the 
o1·dinary carrier carry at the same rate as 
the railway? 

Mr. VOWLES : It is not a question 
of an ordinary carrier; he takes respon­
sibility for . what he carries, up to a 
certain value. In the Railway Depart­
ment you get a receipt, and the practice 
is suppo··~d to be that every person who 
handles that article signs for it; and it 
ought to be the easiest thing in the world to 
nail it down to someone. The department 
refused to allow me to nail it down to any­
hod:·. The0• do not accept the responsibility 
themselves, they will not have an inquiry 
made, and they will not give any infor­
mati<>n. under those conditions I sav that 
the Minister and his staff, and the depart­
ment g-enerally, should see that this sort of 
thing is done away with. Beyond that I 
de; not want to waste anv further time. I 
just wanted to bring those matters into pro­
mincncP. I hope the Minister will take them 
into consideration. I am not doing it for 
tl1e purpoc.e of making capital. but because 
they arc> absolute facts and I happen to be 
on£' of the victims myself. 

Colonel RA::\TKIN: I want tn make a few 
remarks, in referencP to a matter to which 
I have already referred-that is the question 
of the carriage of coal on the railways and 
the consumption of coal on the railways. I 
previously pointed out that so far as thG 
collieries in IT.'Y district arc concerned, they 
had not been rec'living anything in the 
nature of a fair deal at the hands of the 
Government. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Of course 
you were. 

Colonel Rankin.] 
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Colonel RAKKIK: The Minister for· Rail­
ways will have an opportunity of a·ddressing 
thf' House when I have finishrd. 

The S!:CRETARY FOR RAIL"\,"AYS: No, I won't. 
have alrea·dy done so. 

Colonel RAKKIK: On the prc,ent occasion 
[ am dealing with this matter. and I submit 
that tho attitude of the Government towards 
those collieries has not been at all fair 
or honL':"L 

Th0 SPEAKER: Or·dcr ! 

.. Colonel R_\KKIK: My object is this-that 
1t hrrs been stated that certain collieries in 
my district have receivf'd orders "·hich they 
could not supply; and it was held that on 
that account the treatment meted out by 
thP GovL'rnment to those collif'ries was per· 
feet!,. fan· and reasonable. Now. the ex­
planation is ,lJerfectly simple, and it is a 
matt~r to whtch I have previously referred­
tha~ 1s. tha~ the Government in withdrawing 
their sunphes from the Burrum dietrict are 
bringing them from Ipswich at a cost which, 
for the >cwelve months works out at £25,000. 

At fifteen minutes past 5 o'clock p.m., 

Mr. BEHTRAlll took the chair as Deputy 
Spc~aker. 

Colonel RA:\KI::\' : Some eighteen months 
ago ~ dispute 3:rose as to the pr_ice charged 
b:•' tne colhene,, and that dtsagreemont 
exi~nded so far that the Acting Minister for 
R aih·a::s, J\Ir. Hunter, said he would decline 
tn giYe the price the collieries w0re asking 
unle•s he had an audit made of the com­
pany's. bo_oks t? sati~fy himself that they 
were JUstified m askmg for the increaeed 
pr:ce. 'Jotwithstanding the fact that the 
IH'I~:' <:harged the Raih,·ay Department was 
out! orl ·cd by a judge appointed by the 
Fed< •·al Government to deal with that very 
m·atter, and, notwithstanding the fact that 
all !he other con·,umers in that district were 
payJng. the same price, the Acting Minister 
for Rrr1hyays refused to pay it. That was an 
extraordmary procedure; a procedure which 
I vcntnre to say the Government never 
a ?op.ted towards suppliers in any other 
distnct. 

Th' SECRETARY ron R:~.ILV.."A'l"S: You have 
n• t ac-t cl hmv .t]y with the department. 

Cclon :l R\'JKIN: Can the hon. gentle­
man pmnt out a single dishonest action on 
the part of the people I rder to. 

Tlr S;~rRET:IRY FOR RAILWAYS: They told 
us they would ··er.-c u. when the private 
pr<c~le ~,err "f:'rYcd. 

Colon·] RANKIX: Tho Minister for Rail­
way\ h ·; no justification or authority for 
mnlonR a :·tatemont of that kind. 

'l_'h·· SlTRET.IRY FOR RAILWAYS: I have a 
wntten report. 

Cc:lond RA'JKIN: Ther0 is no such state­
rncnt :1s that in it. 

The SECRETARY _FOR RAILWAYS: They would 
not S·l'YG the rarlwavs until the mills were 
S8l'Yi1 d. ~ 

Colonel RANKIN : I am dealing with a 
pcr;orl lwfore the mills were starte-d. 

Thn f'iEC'RET.lRY FOR RAILWAYS: They wanted 
tn make a convPnience of the Railway 
Department. 

. Colonel ~ANKIN: Thcey have been supph:· 
mg the Railway Department for thirtv years 
and no trouble has ever occurred before. ' 

lVIr. \VEIR: No, became vou ma·de the 
Railway Department a dumping grouncl. 

rGolonel Rankin. 

Colond RAXKIX: This is a matter which 
the hon. gentleman knows nothing whatever 
abcmt. Owim: to the attitu·rle of tht• Admin· 
istration in IYithdr~nving their supplies fro1n 
these particl.!lar collieries a number of men 
left the district, and the output dropped. 
vVhen, subsequently a large order was given, 
they were not in the position to supply it. In 
that district, as in most other districts, there 
are two seasons in the year, a busy season and 
a slack season. The busv season is when the 
~11p:ar season is on, and, the sugar-n1ills con­
sume a b rge quantity of coal. That is from 
,June to December. From December to June 
is a sl nck time, and it was during the slack 
season that the Raih··ay Department with· 
drew their orders from the Burrum coal 
mine' 'lnrl gave them to Ipswich. It was 
owing to the withdrawal of those orders and 
the eom·equent r duction in the output that 
those men found thcmse]vC's in th c position 
that when a sudden large demand was made 
upon them by the departrr·ent, they were 
not able t.o fulfil it. If the collieries were 
getting a fair deal, why did the hon. member 
for ?daryborough inter.~st himself with the 
~1inister in endeavouring to secure :-Dme 
trade for thc"o people? If they were so 
fnl!v ,,unnlied. what was thP m•ceesitv for 
the. member for Maryborough asking the 
-:\1inister to give orders to thosc3 mines? 
The hon. member stands condemned out of 
hi:: own mouth. 

::\1r. iVEIR: I believe that you ought to 
have the oricr,, but you shoul·d supply 
them. 

Colonel RA:-JKIN: Owing to the action of 
the Govc;·nment in withdra,;-ing the orders 
from thos<.' collieries it has reduced the out­
put tn one-third" of what it 'vas three ye'lrs 
f'':o. I wa: astounded to find th2t the out­
out from one collierv droppt'd from 120,000 
tons per year to 50,000 tons per year. The col­
]oeries are there. the po .. oibilitics are there, 
and thf' coal is there. Do .-ou think for one 
sin rh• nomPnt that if th<·y 'had be<'n treated 
,.,- tho · h,.rl a right to be tre:.ttml that the 
output' won' :1 have dropped to that extent? 
Do vou think that. if thev had rN· 'iYed fair 
treatmcJ>t at the hands of the GOYll'l1ment 
that it ,,., uld be !l8°f''9arv for the hon. 
n1errtber fol' -:\Iar:borough t0~ ta!{e a mt'~·~D crr: 
to the ::\1in;·trr 'to obtain rcrlrcos f.,r their 
griP" anC'CS. The 1VIin:ister knows, and the 
hon. mt·mber for ::\'Iaryborough kncws. that 
thev did not receive fair treatment. else 
wh,, did tl.e hoa. member for )lar:-borough 
asl{ tL .. t theY shrmld be ~,;i.-en some orlers. 

;\h. \VEIR: When the ::'viinister explaine·d 
it to me. I put it before the public. 

Colonel R.\?\KIX : The hon. member for 
Marvboroug-h said that he thought the 
prop.er way to settlC' this important ques!ion 
,-,.·as to leave it in the hands of the colliery 
JFoprietors, the Railway Commi·<:ioner, and 
the men. 

~\!r. \VEIR: That is so. 
Colonel RX:'<JKIN: That w<ts the remit of 

the hon. gentlc,man's effort, but it is not the 
w:LV to deal with it. \Ve are here to repre· 
senct the interests of that di&trict· and to 
bring anything before .this Chan;ber which 
we concei,,e to be unfau and unJust. I do 
not believe that the present Minister for 
Railwavs wao responsible for what occurred, 
bPcause it happened before he came into 
office. I do not think that tl1e ;->resent Min­
ister would have taken the action thnt w<l' 
taken. Various members have tried to cloucl 
the issue. They pointed out that certain 
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orders were given and not supplied, quite 
ignoring the fact that it was owing to the 
attitude of the Government th>tt the output 
had fallen off to such an extent that they were 
not in a position to supply those large orders. 

Mr. GLEDSON : How do you account for 
the drop from 1,100 tons in October, 1916, to 
82 tons in November, 1916, a,nd nil in Decem­
ber, 1916? 

Colonel RANKIN: Probably the consump­
tion of coal at the various sugar industries 
"·as com;Jaratively small in OctobPr. 

J\J r. GLEDSON: Is not October a busy month 
in the sugar sea,on? 

Colonel RAXKI::.J: In 1916 'he crushing 
was small compa,ed with other years. The 
mills did not start crmhing nntil latn in the 
year. The hon. member ·for Ipswich must 
accept thi.s if he is desirous of doing 
a fair thing to that district. The fact 
remains that out of four mines working, one 
mine ha,, closed down. The owner told me 
on Monday that h<l was going to close down 
because he could not carry on at the price. 
He told m'' that in a fortnight's operations 
he receiYcd £3 for his own labour and his 
int .>rest in th<l business, and he had to shut 
down. The hem. member for Ipswich knows 
the position of affairs at Torbanlea, because 
he eat at the Arbitration Court with the 
0\mers of that property when they pointed 
out that they he.d been losing money for 
months past. 

Mr. GLEDSON : That is so. 

Colon!'! RAXKIN: Yet we are told by 
the Government that these people are charg­
ing too high a price and that was why the 
ordcrc Were taken from Burrum to Ipswich. 
We have hvo mine>} whieh have practicallv 
gone under. Then we haye thP Dunde;_ 
mine. Tht> hon. merr·bn for Ipswich knows 
all nbout the position of the Dundee mine-

hethcr thev have been making any money. 
He knows that they have not been m'aking 
money. and h0 knows tl, tt the,· 'nt an 
application to the judge of the Federal Court 
ackin; them for an inCJ·ease to enable theU: 
to carry on. Yet the hon. member sits 
behind a, Government which accmes these 
people of tr, 'ing to impose prices and condi­
tions which nr<' not justified. The hon. mem­
ber for Mar;,·borough admitted that there 
'' "e a dift,'rcnce of 2s. 6d. per ton in the 
prie0 of tlw coal brought from Ipswich and 
the price at the Burrurr: coalfield 

Mr. WEIR: I did not i'ay that .. 

Colonel R.-\XKIX: During my speech on 
the Address in Reply, I said-

:' Doeanse the railways have to be sup­
plwd-from Bundamba. a distance of 200 
miles. in order to save the difference 
between the 2s. or 3s. per ton. 

"Mr. Weir: To save the principle. 
" Colonel RAXKIN : It has been said bv 

the hon. member for Maryborough tha:t 
there is a clifference of 3s. per ton. 

" Mr. \V E"ir: Four shillings, not 3s." 
Why was thP order removed from the Burrum 
district to Ipswich? 

Mr. WEIR: Ask the 1\finister. 
Colonel RANKIX: We know perfectly 

well it was because thPre was a difference 
in the price. I pointed out to this House 
that instead of the price being too 
high it wa.s wch that there was no profit in 
ii~. It is no u~e burkin~ th0 f-1C'ts. hPcfiuse we 
ki~ow th"m quite wdl Anyone who takes 
thu trouble to look into this matter will see 

that Hw Burrum has had anything but a 
rcaFonnble and fair d<'al. 

Jl,lr. D. RYA:'\: I rise to a point of order. 
r, the hon. member for Burrum in order in 
discussing coal on this vote? 

YI:r. FoRSYTH : Of course, he is. 
Mr. D. RYAX: \Ye are not discussing 

coal and coal dust. We are discussing the 
Estimates and Supply. 

The DEPU'l'Y SPEAKER: Order! 
Colonel RANKIN: I do not wish to take 

up any more time, but the remarks of the 
hon mem(>er for 11aryborough and the hon. 
member for Ips" ich in reply to m;<' statc'mcnt 
are calculated to h'.:tvc a y; :·ong irnprPF9ion. 
It was simply on ac:count of the removal of 
thtl orders to Ipswich that the output was 
reduce,q during the off season. In eonse­
qucnce of this, \Yhen. during the bus,",' ~<~ason, 
they got rushed with oNlers fo,· supplies of 
nal, they were not in a position to de,al with 
them. It is only fair that that district .should 
be giv<m a fair deal, bee a use it employs a 
!urge number of men and it means the dis­
St'mination of a great deal of wealth, and 

when normal conditions return it 
[5.30 p.m.] will go far to bring back that 

p~osperity which Wil are looking 
fr t and anXIcms to see. I hope that by 
putting the matter before the Minister in 
this wa''" there IY'ay yet be an opportunity 
fo,· him to prevent such a calamit:c happening 
" would take place in the event of those 
mines closing clown altogether. They have 
done much to build up the district in the 
da; 1 gone by. The comparatively trivial 
undcrhrking of 8, 000 tons per year in 1884 
has increased to fiftc,,n times that quantity in 
thirt':-thr -e ye:q·s, but there ie now evidence 
of the .dr.Y rot ']r!tin~ in in that int~ustry 
1.:vhich ic.: anna,·0nt in . .:.:.o lTI{tlJY oiher inrlus­
trie";. The colliery compani'es havP been 
':"g0 fador, in the deYclopment o( that 
indmtry in the pa,t. just as that industry 
has f<'en a 1 'fP"P faf'tor in pr0duci11~ revenue 
for the railway. \Ye haYe all the oppor­
tnnitiC's ther\~ DO\Y. \Vl1 have our nohvork 
of milwa~···. our dPe:>-water port, and all 
those facilitioo, which ,hould go to make the 
Bnr:-u1n di~hj<:t one 0£ the m0st i1nportant 
coal-producing f,•ntres, not cn1y in Queens­
land. but along our Australi-an sea-hoard. 

Resolution 2 agrood to. 
Resolutions 3 and 4 agreed to. 
On resolution 5-" Horne Su:·ctary's De­

~Jartrn ent, Chi; f Offict"-
, HoN. J. TOLMIE: I do not wish to go out­
side my province in any discussion on this 
resolution, but if I deal with a matter I 
wish to bring up now in connection with the 
police it will probably save me from speak­
ing on resolution 17. I would like to know 
the condition the Police Force of Queens­
land is in to-day. It is a force adminis­
tered by the Home Department, but I would 
like to know whether it has got out of the 
control of the department or not. Instances 
have happened that have tended to cause a 
good deal of criticism outside the House. 

Th<l SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: \Vhat about 
the cowardly attack on the wife of the Home 
Secretary at Toowoomba by the conscrip­
tionists? 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: I know nothing about 
that. If a cowardlv attack was made on 
Mrs. Huxha,rn, it should not have been 
allowed. It was very reprehensible if the 
attack took place there ; as much so as 
if it took place at Innisfail, Maroeba, 

Hon . .!. Tolmie.~ 
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Cunnamulla, or Thargomindah. I do not 
want to ent0r into a discussion now. because 
an inquiry is taking place on so,me of these 
matters, but I want to point out that the 
public are a great deal concerned over 
matters of this kind, and \\'ould like to haYe 
an a,,~urance that the police are going to 
do their duty to-day and in days to come 
just as thev have done their duty in the 
pa•,t. We haYe always been very proud of 
the Police Force, and haye looked upon it 
as an absolutely impartial organisation, 
which has always safeguarded the public 
interest and maintained public peace. It 
would be just as well for us to really undBr­
stand what the position is. If the laws are 
there. they ought to be obsened, and we 
ought to have some assurance from the 
Government that there is going to be an 
observanc-e of the laws that are essential for 
the wellbeing of the people of the State. 

Mr. MACARTNEY : I desire to say a 
word or two on thib vote. I hav<l no desire 
to refer to what are extremely warm and 
vexed questions in Queensland to-day, for 
the re:tson that the same can be said to be 
more or less sub judice, but it may be neces­
sary to make this statement, because the 
public are very much concerned about the 
present position. and will probably not 
understand why the subject is not fully dis­
cusse-d. I know that if the boot was on the 
other foot, that the same view would not be 
taken by our friends on the other side, but 
that is no reason why we should not do 
what we deem to be right, under the cir­
cumstances. I am not going to refer further 
to that. I regret that I was not present 
when the vote for the Chief Office of the 
Home Department was discussed, because 
there is a matter which I think calls for 
considerable notice, that is, in regard to the 
manner in which the Home Secretary has 
administered affairs re!ating to local authori­
ties. I am referring now to the somewhat 
arbitrary, harsh, and improper action of the 
Home Department in the treatment ,meted 
out to the Sherwood Shire, both in connection 
with the election of a member to represent 
one of the wards, and in reference to the 
interference with a certain contract which 
it was the function of the council to handle, 
and which resulted, by reason of the Home 
Department's interference, in a considerable 
loss to the ratepayers. I think that the 
function of appointing a man to fill a vacancy 
in the local authority by reason of the failure 
of an election is one that ought to be exer­
cised on something like a reasonable and 
fixed principle. As I understand the facts 
in this case, a retiring councillor had, by 
reason of some failure on the part of his 
supporters, been late in his nomination. No 
other nomination was received, and the re­
sult was a vacancy which had to be filled 
up. The Home Secretary was asked to 
gazette an appointment in accordance with 
ihe usual practice, and the name of the re­
tiring councillor, Mr. Arthur Baynes, was 
recommended to the Home Depart.ment for 
the purpose by a majority of the council. 
The Home Secretary, or the department, 
dPcided to put forward a nominee of the 
Workers' Political Organisation in that dis­
trict. and to ignore the recommendations of 
the local council. I fancv that most fair­
minded people would say that the man who 
has been a member of the local council for 
vear•. and who understands the work and 
rs willing to continue in office, is the man 
who ought. to have the first claim, and 

[Hon. J. Tolmie. 

particularly as it was endorsed by the local 
authority. The action taken almost signifies 
the practise of "spoils to the victors." It 
is not good, clean administration to do that. 
and, as a result, .much dissatisfaction ha> 
taken place in the district, and it is onl:v 
right that the extraordinary attitude of the 
Home Department should be called attention 
to. I 2ay it was a contemptible thing to do. 
but it is not the only case of the kind, be­
CiLUSe there is a very similar incident of an 
<'qual or more disagreeable character in 
the North of Queensland. The m-atter in 
connection with the sanitary contract at 
Sherwood, which was interfered with by the 
Home Department, is of another but E·quall.'· 
important character. The department went 
to the extent of disallowing a resolution, 
under which an extra sum was to be 
paid to the contractor there, and it was 
perfectly within the rights of the council, 
and a just thing to do, by re-ason of the 
alteration of the conditions which <·xisted nr. 
the time. That is a unique feature of the 
way in which the present Government listens 
to the complaint of a discontented minority. 
One or two members of that authority arc• 
prominent members of the ·workers' Political 
Organisation, and it appears fro.m the cor­
respondence that the Government are pre­
pared to lend their ears to complaints of 
this sort, and to do things for political pur­
poses that are contrary to commonse_nse and 
to ordinary democratic rules of farr play. 
The result has been to involve the Sher­
woo-d Council in a considerable extra expendi­
ture. The council were perfBctly in the 
rio-ht, -and had to take a course of action to 
ca~Tv out their undoubted right which in· 
volved a considerable expenditure to the 
ratepayers, for which action the Home De­
partment is entirely responsible. I think 
when the Blection comes round the repre­
sentative of the Government in that elec­
torate will feel the result. From a know­
ledge of many ,-ears of the Sherwood loc_a1 

ttuthoritv and of the men who have gre"turt .. 
ouslv il'fven their time to the management 
of a'ffairs there I can say there is no better 
g-overned local' area in Queensland. Tlw 
chairman of that local authority is a man 
of leisure, and devotes the whole of his tim<> 
to the interests of the shire, and he does 
the work in a most admirable way. Un?er 
thE' circumstance-,, I think it was ill-becommg 
of the Home Department to take the action 
which they did, and it is a fair thing to bring 
the matter before the Ho-qse for the public 
notoriety which will be given to it .. I am 
sorrv the Home Secretary is not here: The 
Opp"osition constitutes the members of th<> 
Assembb- just now; none of the membBrs :m 
the Government side seem to take much m­
t<>rest in the affairs of the State, but seem to 
be• more interested in fighting against the 
interests of the country elsewhere. 

Mr. SWAYNE: Before the vote goes 
through, I want to draw attention to the 
fact that during the session I asked the 
Home Secretary for particulars as to how 
the soldiers' votes are to be recorded at the 
nE>xt election. but so far I have failed to 
obtain anv information. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The matter 
which the hon. member refers to will be mor" 
properly discussed under resolution No. 9. 

Mr. SW AYNE: If I can bring the matter 
up on resolution No. 9, I will defer m.\· 
remarks till then. 

Resolution 5 agreed to. 
RPsolutions 6 to 8, inclusive, agreed to. 
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On resolution 9-"Electora/ Registration"­

Mr. CORSER said : I would like to say a 
few words on this resolution. I understand 
from t·he conversations I have had with 
those who have see?- newspaper cuttings that 
the electoral office IS to be transferred to the 
Justice Department. If that has been 
armn7cd, then I say it is going to be an 
injust](·o to the electoral districts of Queens­
land. I contend that any tampering with 
the Electoral Office at tho present time is 
not for the benefit of the elector who wants 
tu uco the ballot-box as a means of convey­
ing hi·: opinion at the next election. I 
sir,ccre:y hope that the Government do not 
intend, after we adjourn, to have the control 
cf this department transferrc•d from the 
Hor.1e D~>p.utment to the Department of 
Ju-ticc. I undersbnd that it is not the only 
department of the State that 1s to be trans­
ferred to the Acting J\linister for ,T ustice, and 
I 2incercly hope that this department will 
~trt:· in its present position until after the 
dectiona, at any mtc. We will have more 
confideneP in it under the Home Secretary, 
whPre i+ h2 J l:.0en so long, and we will have 
n:nre eonfldcn-:;,~ also in l'('gard to providing 
regulations for providing the soldiet> with 
a vote llt the next election. \Vhilst the 
Premier >Lt an early part of this session did 
say that s0mething had been provided, some 
machin<Ory for absent so!iliers, during the 
latter part of the session he has practically 
admitted-and I think he '\Yill find if he 
lookR up the Act-that there is no machinery 
at, the present time, a!thon"h we are prac­
tically going into recess, to give the absent 
soldiers a vote. With regard to nurses or 
doctors or military men, there is no 
machinery to giYe them a vote, and the past 
experience in regard to the referendum 
proved that only a few hundreds of soldiers 
voted. Certainly, some votes were said to be 
sunk in one of ihe boats that was torpedoed, 
but if we are going to have a vote recorded 
at the next election by the absent soldiers, 
thlm we should have those votes counted and 
properly scrutineered where they are voted, 
and not trust tu the possibility of the ships 
bringing the votes being lost. The result of 
that ''as that a great number of votes at 
the last referendum were lost. I understand 
only 1,200 votes were counted at the referen­
dum on the abolition of the Legislative 
Council. When we consider thR,t Queensland 
hae sent away something like 60,000 soldiers, 
surely there must be on the other side a 
considerable number of Queensland soldiers 
entitled to vote, and they should have their 
votes not only given to them, but also an 
opportunity to have their votes counted on 
the other side, and counted early without the 
risk of being lost on the way out. We do 
not want a neriod of three or four months 
elapsing aftei: the elections, as was the case 
in connection '' ith the referendum. before we 
find out how the soldiers voted. If the 
Government are prepared to give the soldiers 
a vote, make it possible for those vote~; to 
be connted on the oth0r side before there is 
anv risk of their being lost, and also nnder 
th~ department that has administered the 
Electoral Act and the elections up to the 
present time-the Home Depa.rtment-and 
not tra nsfor it to the .Justice Department or 
any other department just when an election 
is coming on. I think you will agree with 
me that it is necessary also to put in an 
appeal to the Government that at this elec­
tion every minor on the other side who has 
taken up arms in the defence of this country 

1917-lOP 

should be given a vote, as is provided for 
in the regulations controlling the reinforce­
ments referendum. I hope the Government 
will be guided by the fairness of the position, 
and sec that every person who has left for 
the front, whether he be a nurse or a soldier 
or a doctor, rEunition worker, or anybody 
else, whether he be on the roll or not, who 
has enli·,.ted or gone for the service of the 
Empire, is provided with a safe means of 
voting. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: vVha+, about 
giving the persons under twenty-one at 
present in camp a vote? 

Mr. CORSER: I say every minor who has 
enlisted and every person who has left or 
intends to go to the front should be given 
an opportunity to vote, and every precau­
tion should be taken that such a thing would 
not be abused. We should go further and 
provide that those votes should be counted 
on the other side. Unless we do that, it is 
impo,sible for us to gauge the opinion o£ the 
electors of Queensland, and if there is any 
section of the electors who should have a vote 
or two votes. it is those who have enlisted 
and the mothers and fathers of those who 
have gone. I sincerely hope the Government 
will do something now, although they have 
dallied during the whole of the session, 
towards bringing about the regulation; which 
are nece•,sary, and the machinery that is 
absolutely essential, for providing a vote for 
those soldiers. A hurried election would 
mean that the machinery should be provided 
some months before, and every facility should 
be given, either the Agent-General or some­
body else, that the vote should be taken and 
scrutineers appointed from both sides. 

Mr. SWAYNE: This is a question Ihave 
r!'ised during the session hy moans of ques­
twns to the Home Secretarv, and so far he 
has f£i!cd to accord 'tnv information what­
ever on this point. H,; has said that pro­
viFion will be made. What I ask is in what 
form will those provisions ·bP. made, and I 
1vou1d Uke to po!nt out that. we are gettin£; 
letters from those at the front wanting infor­
mation on this point. ::\fany of us have sons 
and friends there who natumllv want to 
know what steps are being take'n. At the 
la•.t State election the arrangement was tha.t 
th.ey signed .an authority or proxy to some 
fr1end here m Queensland to vot.e for them. 
If that is going to be done this timo it would 
not hurt the Home Secretary to have told us 
so. If. on the other hand, he is going to 
make. some other armn«:ement. he should 
have taken the House into his confidence. I 
undcretand it i,; to be cone by regulation. 
and it woul·cl only he decent to have those 
regulations tabled before Parlia.mcnt rises_ 
As it is now, after we ris0. in all probabilit~­
we will not meet again until after the elec­
tions, and any re,;ul<Ltions th<'y think fit can 
be made, and no opportunity for m·iticism is 
affordf'd. Surely. in o matter of this sort, 
that is not rifCht. Parliament should be 
offered .some or)portun it:v £or expressing an 
opinion on matters of this soct-thc voting of 
some 40,000 soldiers at the front-and we are 
entitled to know what is to he done. The­
failure to afford information on these points 
when asked, •vhich is j'erfectly fnir informa­
tion that we arc entitled to. g-ivrn r!se O!lt­
side to all sorts of suspicion. lf the Govern­
ment somPtimes c·omplain thev are not treated 
fairly in th0se matters, that people eusl')oct 
thrm of intentions they are guiltless of, they 
have only themselves to blame, All through 

ilf r. Stoayne. '( 
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they have steadfastly rE>fusod to give anv 
information on points we are fully entitlNl 
to receive information on, and, although thP 
opportunity of parliamentary criticism will 
have. passe.d, we should know as sc,on as 
possible what arrangements are going to be 
made. If it is to be by proxy or .authority, 
then it is time that the soldiers were notified 
to that effect and given an opportunity to 
send those documents across to their friends 
in Queensland. That all take• months, ar1d I 
think the department, or the Mini,ter who 
controls the -riepartment, is to blame for not 
affording information on tbis ver)· important 
matter. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: I just. desire to say a 
word or two in connection with this matter, 
1vhich is a very important one. Thm·e i~ a 
regulation relating to votin!,i by absent 
soldiers made under section 100 of the Act, 
but there is no machinery as to ho · the 
voting is to be. carried out. The regulation 
reads-

" (1) Any elector who is absent from 
Queensland on service with His Majesty's 
forces during the pre•.ent war, and who 
desires to vote at any election, shall fill 
up a nomination of some person to exer­
cise the right of voting on his behalf in 
accordance with the Form W in thH 
schedule." 

When an election takes place, all those men 
who are over at the front know nothing ai 
all about the election taking place here. 
Thev are much more busv than we would 
like· them to be, and thoy" cannot attend to 
their election matters unless vou have some 
machinery over at the other "sidt> to enable 
them to tak~ the vote. ThPy have to sign 
a form pubhcly, and how arc they going to 
get Hu~t form? How .arc they going to get 
leave from their regrmrmts i'o go chasing 
round for that form, probably some 30 or 40 
miles or somewhere that thev do not know 
'l'hen. the.'· have to have this' form witnessed 
and sent over here. It is a poor <1nd shahbv 
way of giving a vote to those men, and ·I 
hope oa better way will he de-vised, sn th" t 
they '"ill be able to vote over in the trenches 
just the same as they are under the :com­
monwealth Act, and that ample time will b.' 
giv0n to them to do so Othtn isc. thev 
might .as well be deprived altogether of th'e 
power of a vote. Their feeling a ma v have 
changed politically since they went 'across, 
and the f0elingB of thPir friends here mav 
not have changed. and the friend of a eoldic:r 
who may get the form may vote just dia­
metrically opposed to thP oninion of the 
soldier. I trust that the Honie Department 
will devise some way by which the vote will 
become of value to the soldier instead of 
as .at t.he present time being of not much 
value to him. 

Mr. BARNES (War1vicl): I vould just 
like to ~av a word in eonnection with the 
transfer-at any rate it is in the air-of th0 
Electoral Office from the Home Department 
to the Departmeut of J nstice. It sePrns to 
·me that if that is in contemplat-ion the House 
might enjoy the confidence of the Gov<:'rn· 
·ment in this matter, 'llld sornP indication of 
the why and wherpfore of the move might 
have beon givE'n to the Houee. Indeed. 
Dame Rumour has it that other tlungs are 
in contemplation. Why th<'se wholeo;ale 
transfers from one department to >mother o£ 
offices which have. bel'n worked fre>rt time 
immemorial, as far as we arc f!Oncc:rned? 
They seem to have berm fairly well 
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managed in th<J.t department, '1nd I should 
imagine that the Home Secretary is certainly 
careful in the 1nanagement of his depart­
ment, and is quite competent to continue the 
administration of those offices to the satisfac­
tion of the public generally. It seems to me 
that it is quite foreign to the good interests 
of the State that a change like this should 
take pluce on the eve of an eloeetion. One 
would readily feel that it is quite or en to a 
very big degree of suspicion to transfer a sub­
department at a juncture like this fron,t one. 
department to another. Surely, some mfor­
mation will be vouchsafed to the House 
before it rises in this connection in order to 
;dlay " good deal of feeling that exists. .I 
trust we will have ome information on thr.o 
matter. 

At 7 o'clock p.m., 
The SPE.\K;.n r2sumed the chair. 

Resolution 9 agreed to. 
Resolutions 10 to 30, both inclusive, agreed 

to. 
On resolution 31-" Legislative Council and 

Lrgislatit·e Assembly"-
IIoN. .J. 'l'OLMIE : 'l'he vote deals with 

salaries and contingencies in connection with 
the Legislative Council and Lcgi"lative 
Assembly, and theren is concerned the ques­
tion of "Ilansard." I >vish to point out that 
during the present se,· ion we had had a lot 
oc extra.neous matter introduced into " Han­
sard," which should never have 5ot there, 
and it is a .-ery undesirable thing and was 
the cause of very serious trouble. 

Mr. GLEDSOX: You took a. whole day to 
get in that Wando Vale evidence. 

Hox. J. TOL',IIE : '\V ell, we got it in 
because other people got other things in. J 
sav, at the ~amo tir,l8, that this extraneous 
m;J,tter shonld not get into "Hansar'd." In 
the public Press to .. dav a statement has been 
made that the whole of the police court pro­
ceedings that ha.-e taken place in the city 
of Brisbane were to go into "Hansard." 
If that sort of thing is going to continue, a 
farce will be made of "I-1 amard." 

The SPEAKER : Did the hon. gentleman 
say that the whole of the police eourt pro­
ceedings are going to be print•1d in " Iran· 
sard"? 

HoN. J. TOL:i\IIE: So it is report.'d in the 
public Pro's by an hon. gentleman who, I 
have no doubt, knows what he is talking 
about. \Yhether he "''·as correctlY reported 
or not I don't know. ~ 

The SPEAKER: I can gi,e you the 
assurance that it will not be printed in 
" Hansard" unle'•S by order of the House. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: I was going to say I 
thought that you would exercise a wise dis­
cretion in regard to matters of this sort. 
Having that assurance, I am perfectly 
satisfied. 

The SPEAKER: Of course, if it is m­
serted by rc,olution of the · House, the 
Speaker has no option. 

Hox. J. TOLMlE: I know that you have 
no option in that c'lse; but that if it rests 
entirely w1th yourself, you will preserve 
" Hansard" as a record of the House, anod 
not as ~ police court record. Having had 
that assurance, I will not discuss the matter 
any further. 

Resolution 31 agreed to. 



Supply. [ 5 DECJ!!MBER.] Supply, 3667 

On ro"olution 32-" Premier and Chief 
81 rTelary's Depart m' 01f, Chief Officc''-

:YI r. SvVA Y::'\E: I ea, led out the number 
of this resolution boc::noc,n there is a matter 
here that T think requires explanation. It 
all ar<Jse frDm the habit-whatever you like 
to call it-of the Government in refusing to 
answer questions which arc perfectly fair anJ 
arc asked in the public interest. On the 4th 
September I asked the Chief Secretary-

" \Vhat moneys have been spent since 
30th June, 1916, to date, on literary 
matter for the purpose of advertising the 
resources of the State or its attracti\eness 
t<J tourist;? 

"What are the n<Imes of the persons 
engaged in the production of such matter, 
and to whom payment • ha vc been macle 
in respect of the above? 

" Arc there any per·ons so engaged at 
present; if so, who ar0 they, what are 
the debils of the work which they are 
performing. and what rcn1uneration are 
they receiv1ng or due to receiYe ?" 

The answer was that I had better move for 
a return. Then, again, I also asked the 
following question:-

" Is ~,lr. Randolph Bedfo!'d engaged, 
or has ho been engaged, directly or in­
directly, by the Government? 

" If so, in what capacity and at what 
remuneration? '.V ill the :Minister table 
any correspondence or agreen1ents refer­
ring to the mattf'!'? 

"Does he enjoy or has he enjoyed the 
privilege of a railway pass?" 

was asked to move for a returr>, which I 
accordingly did the following day, and the 
motion was carried bv the Hou"e. I take it 
the matter then became the property of the 
House, and it is due to the House that the 
rLturn should be made. Davs and weeks 
went by and the return was not fmthcoming. 
I then got up and couc·teously asked the 
Chief Secretary if he could inform me when 
this return would be available_ The ()nlv 
answer I got was, " It will be ready 
when it is ready." In fact, the discourtesy 
of the reply was so marked that the Press 
ern took it up. Up to date that is all that 
has happened. Now, I take it that in refus­
ing to give this return when instructed by 
Pnrliament, he is defying Parliament itself. 
It was dearly the Chief Secretary's duty, 
not to me, but to the House, to table that 
Teturn. 

The TREASl:REll: If there was any desire 
to refuse the rcetnrn we would n<Jt ha vo car­
ried the rc•,,olution. Yon have not shown a 
rC'fu;;-.al to giYe information. 

Yir. S\VA YNE: Here we are at the last 
da7 of th0 seesion. \Ve are expecting to 
ri•,e to-night. Does the Treasurer believe 
for one moment that we are going to get 
that return in thf· next two or three hours. 
The thing is ;.bsurd. This is my la•,t oppor­
tunity of callinv attention of Parlianwnt to 
this ig-noring of their exprPss instructions. 
T think it is my duty to take advantage of 
i' and draw the attention of the House to 
the ma.nner in which the instructions have 
been flouted. Although the first quo,tion cer­
tainlv does lend itself to being a matter for 
return, the eecond question was one which 
could fairly be answered bv "ves" or "no." 
Other questions since have b'een asked by 
u1pporter,, of the hon. gentleman-more in­
"Volved, bigger questions requiring big-ger 
reolies-and they have been answered. It is 

a natural question, in view of the evident 
reluctance of the lwn. gentleman to give this 
information, for this side and for the public 
lo ask is there anything behind it; is there 
any re~wn for this reluctance to supplv infor­
mation to which we are entitled'? Nobody 
can sa:;- that the questions were wrong in any 
way. They wore perfec·tly fair questions. 'I 
way say that I have been told that the 
gentl.:man in question, although not a mem­
ber of either House at the time was in 
po ,'3ession of a pass. ' 

The TllEASURER: You ought to wait until 
you get information. 

Mr. SWAYNE: Wait until we get the 
information, when the information was asked 
f<;r. on the 4th September Ja,t! In all proba­
bthty, when the question is asked next it will 
not be aclclressecl to the present Chief Score· 
tary. The way in which legiti,mate questions 
have been answered and the wav they have 
been ignored has become a farce' throi1ghout 
the whole of the session. I sav I have been 
informed that the gentleman in question did 
have a pa•a. He was not a member of 
Parliament at the time nor, so far as could 
bo discovered, was entitled to a pass and 
h0 also was rC'eeiving re1nunerat:ion a'ut of 
ono of those unitemised votes we have passed 
-yotes in connection with this and other 
clcpartmcnts which are in a lump sum with­
out any specification as to how thev would 
b applied. The report was that this gentle­
man, pending hi~ appointment--

The SPEAKBR: Order! Order! We are 
not entitled to discucs a membf'r of another 
Chamber in connection with this vote. 

::Jr. S\V,.\YNE: It has a groat be:-tring 
on the matter_ 

The. SJ_'EAKER: Or<;kr! .The hon. gentle­
man IS 1n order 111 d1sruss:Ing a refusal to 
supply information. but he is not in order in 
discu,,ing some other matter. 

J\[r. S\VA Y::'i'E: WhPther it was true or 
not _I cannot ."a:v-. I think I was d<Jing a 
:~'~'n<;e to th~ hen. gentleman in asking for 
"1JS mformabon sn as to put thc,e rnmours 
of corruption at r0st and clPar the Govern­
ment from any >mspicion of the kind. I have 
<>ften pointed out that the Government have 
the•nsclvo to th:wk for a lot of the sus­
ricion which < "ntres round them. The 
mnnncr in which thov have obstin o,telv re­
fuserl to give information upon such points 
a, this lends itself t<J the opinion that some­
thinsr wrong is being clone. At anv rate so 
far as this matter is conrPrned. 'it is 'not 
m:e botwenn me and the Chief Secretary so 
much as it is one between Parliament and 
the Chief Secretary, inasmuch as he h:ts 
Ifnored and flouted the .:xpress instructions 
o! Parliament, given by resolution of this 
I_r_ou 'e. 

Mr MAC_\RTNEY: It is quite true. as 
et •trd by the hon. member for Mirn'li. that 
n larva number of returns ordered to be 
furnished to. this House during the past two 
or thrrP ·csswn~ of Parliament have not been 
prm-idecl, 

The TnnAST'RER: 1\ot a large number. 
}1r. MACARTI\EY: Yes. I will mention 

thc:n if neresc,ary. Mcst of these happen to 
be in the office of the Chief Secretary. 

The 'l'rm 'SURER : One rC'turn in connection 
"-ith nv department it has been found 
impo>-oible to get out. 

?clr. ~>L\CARTNEY: There was r<"'d out 
this. afternoon a list of the returns that we 

Mr. Macartney.] 
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had not received. There was a return asked 
for on the motion of Mr. McPhail in refer­
ence to enlistments in the Government de­
r•artments ; there was one by thE' hon. mem­
ber for J\1irani in regard to advertising in 
Queensbnd; and we did not receive a return 
ordered on the motion of Mr. :'\1organ in 
r0ference to th,, accidents to Government 
motor-cars; also a return moved for by Mr. 
J ones. As a matter of fact, in the preceding 
sebion a number of returns asked for from 
the Chief Secretary's Department have not 
yet been furni, he d. It onlv indicates-as 
the hon. gentleman who has· just sat down 
n,ys-that the Government are not inclined 
to give this House informrrtion on ccrt1in 
questions, and when those qnestions are dis­
cm-cd without adequate information it is 
not fair t) the House. \Vlwn the House 
pn.'·<;:.c.;; a 1notion 'vh0n a quf'stion is {'Vaded 
and the suggestion is made that a return 
shouln lw asked for. it is a fair thing that 
iL a nlasona ble time the return should come 
to tlw HNPe. I think the House has br·cn 
treated pn.rticu1arlv badlv bv the Govern­
ITH'nt, nnd if the Govcrn:rllcnt" are ~nmetim0s 
"·ont to c:)rnplain in conJwction with certain 
matters thev must ta.k;, the full onus of it 
.thcm>elvc~. " 

Recolution 32 agref'd to. 

On resolution 33-" Agent-General for the 
Stote"-

Hox. ,J. 'l'OLMIE: Once more I rise for 
i·hc purpo~c of obtaining ROmE' information 
from the hon. gentleman in charge of the 
Trea.mrv bench. I would like to g0t some 
information about the anpointmont of Agent­
Gon'ral. The proposal to appoint a n<'w 
,\gent-General has been goinv on for the 
last iwelve munths. If a certain hon. gentle­
man had not been in the House to-dav I 
would have a"kcd if the Government had 
made the appointment. and if the hon. 
!lCntlcman had gone. I would like to know 
\Vhf'thc•r th0 'rr{'asurcr can giYe us any infor· 
mation with regard to the Agent-General. 

The TREASURER: I am unable to furnish 
an:o more information than the Premier gave 
to the House a little while ago. 

HoN. ,T. TOLMlE : Then I 
thrrt no further progress has 
towards the appointment of 
Go·neral. 

The 'rREAS"GRER: No. 

understand 
been made 
the Agent-

HoN .• J. TOL:YIIE : If there are no further 
deYelopments we must content ourselves with 
that answer. 

"!\fr. GRAYSON (Cunning ham.): It is not 
onlv the members of the House who would 
like to get some information about this 
matter, but. the people of the country are 
anxious to know who is to succeed Sir 
Thomas Robinson. We know that Sir 
Thomas Robinson has been one of the best 
Agents-General we have had for many 
years. It was generally thought throughout 
the country that an appointment w:t·· made 
by the pruent Government, ani! a certain 
na.m0 was mentioned. I would like the 
Treasnrnr to lot the countrv kno•v the name 
<lf the gontl0man who has been selected. 
because the pr-ople in the country are very 
de-;iruu~ of knowing. 

The 'fREAST'R~,R: I cannot <;ive you any 
rnorC' information. 

;y1r. GRAYSON: Has any appointment 
been made? 

The TREASURER: It has not been considered 
yet. 

[M-r. lJ.facartney. 

Mr. GRAYSON: The leader of the Oppo­
sition a"ked if an appointment had been 
made. and in ail fairness the Treasurer 
shoulrl give the information. 

The. 'l'REASU~ER : I cannot give you any 
more mformabon, because we have not con­
sidered it yet. 

" Mr. MACART::\fEY: It was quite well 
known that the hon. member for Maranoa 
'"as expected to go to the old country to 
take up the position of Agent-General, and 
mn.tters went so far that a suet essor for the 
:i\faranoa electorate was selected. 

The TREASURER: Th"'t is assuming some­
thing that has not been decidt,d. 

Mr. :cvL\CARTNEY: This side of the 
House f"Hl onl;,7 fonn opinion.;:. on informa· 
tion whieh we can get. and one of the items 
oi informaticn1 wa) that an elf'ction \Vas 
expected in the Marano 1 district, and the 
succc,·or to the hon. member for :\Taranoa 
"\VUS f>r>lc.-.to-d. 

The TREASURER: The fact. that an election 
did not take place shows that your informa­
tion \Yas \vrong. 

l\lr. :\:IACART;\fEY: l\lv information came 
from a reliable authority: 

Hon. ,J. TOL)IIE: I was also told by a 
Cabinet 2\finistcr. 

Mr. :vrACARTNEY: I got information 
from n. reliable source that the hen. member 
for Maranoa was elected by the caucus, and 
lat"r that it was possible it would change its 
mind. Sir Thomas Robinson has done good 
work for Queensland, and he has also done 
good work for the Imperial Government. It is 
a matter of interest to know whether Sir 
Thomas R.obinson is g-oing to cease to act 
as Agent-General, and whether his place is 
h be taken b., the hon. member for 
Maranoa. That i"s not an unreasonable thing 
to ask, and the country are entitled to know. 

The TREAS"GRER: The Government have not 
come to a fin a I decision yet on the matter. 

Resolution 33 agreed to. 
Resolutions 34 to 46, inclusive, agreed to. 
On re,olution 47-" DcpCLrtment of Justice, 

Chief Offi.cc"-

:\Jr. MACARTNEY: I notice in the after­
noon papers a reference to a discussion that 
has taken place between the Chief Justice 
and the Premier in regard to a letter which 
the Chief Justice forwarded to the Depart­
ment of J ustic0. I understand that that 
letter was forwarded together with a return, 
giving information which was acked for in 
this House some time ago, and which was 
furnished by the Assi-tant :Minister for 
Justice, the infor.mation furnished by the hon. 
gentleman not being in accordance with fact. 
Investigations had been made by the proper 
official of the court, and this was the subject­
matter of the letter forwarded by the Chief 
.J ustiee to the Assistant :Ylinister for .Justice 
ur Attorney-General. A promise was given 
bv the Premier to the Chief .Justice that 
h;. woulrl give the contents of the report 
furnish- d bv the Chief .J ustic" the same 
p11 b1icity as~ was given to the information 
supp]iefl bv the Assistant J\1inister for .Jus­
ticE': The· hon. member for Queen ton gave 
notice yec,terday of a. question, asking that 
a copy of that letter be laid on the tabl_e. 
The question was asked to-day, and m 
accordance with that question a copy of thll 
letter was this afternoon laid on the tabk. 
The ]:wing of that letter on the table of 
the House by no means gives the sa me 



Supply. [5 DEC:B:MBER.] Supply. 3669 

publicity which was given to the earlier infor­
mation. 'l'he earlier information was circu­
le ted, and I propose to read now the contents 
of the letter forwarded by the Chief Justice 
and the return which accompanied it; so 
that, at any rate, it may appear in " Han­
sard." If the Premier had read it it would 
have appeared in the "Minutes' of thP 
House. The letter is as follows:-

"Judges' Chambers, 
"Brisbane, 29th November, 1917. 

"Sir,-I have the honour to call your 
attention to the answers given in the 
Legislative As~embly on the 20th instant 
by your colleague the Assistant Minister 
for Justice, to the following questions 
put by Mr. Foley, M.L.A. :-

" Mr. Foley, pursuant to notice, .asked 
the Assistant Minister for Justice-

1. How many Supreme Court deci­
sions have been appealed against since 
the establishment of the High Court in 
Australia? 

2. Also give the names of the judges 
and the number of ju-dgments appealed 
against with (a) the number .affirmed; 
and (b) the number reversed? 
"Answers-

1. Seventy-nine appeals from deci­
sions of the Supreme Court. 

2. 

Xame of Jndge. 

The Hon. Sir Pope 
A. Cooper, Chief 
Justice 

The Hon. Mr. Jus­
tice Real, Senior 
Puisne Judge ... 

'I'he Hon. Mr. 
Justice Chubb, 
Puisne Judge ... 

The Hon. Mr. 
Justice Shand, 
Puisne Judge 
and Northern 
.r udge (appoint-
ed 3rd Novem­
ber, 1908) 

The Hon. Mr. 
Justice Lukin, 
Puisne ,Judge 
and Central 
Judge (appoint­
ed 12th July, 

X umber of 
Jndgmt'nts 
Aftirmt·d hy 
H1gh 1:ourL. 

21 

17 

20 

14 

'\·umber or 
Jud~m£·nts 
Rt,vor~:-ed by 
High Court. 

43 

31 

29 

8 

1910) 12 13 
In the case of Purcell v. Bacon, the 
High Court judgment was overruled by 
the Privy Council, which affirmed the 
judgments of Cooper, C.J., Shand and 
Lukin, ;JJ. In the above figures the 
judgments of these judges have been 
regarded as having been upheld by the 
High Court. 
" I append a certificate of the Registrar 

of the court compiled by my direction, 
of the correct answers to the aforesaid 
questions, assuming that you wish it to 
be understood that your oolleague re· 
garded those questions and answers as a 
matter of public importance. 

"I draw your attention to the remark­
able discrepancies between your col­
league's answers and the facts. 

" I desire that you will be good enough 
to give as much publicity to these official 
figures as was given by your colleague 

in his reply to Mr. Foley's questions, and 
I invite you to offer such explanation as 
you may think fit to make of these irre­
concilable statements. 

"Awaiting your reply, I have the 
honour to· be, sir, 

"Your most obedient servant, 
"(Sgd.) PoPE A. COOPER." 

Then Mr. Non·is gives a certificate in the 
following form:-

" I, Charles Sydney Norris, Registrar 
of the Supreme Court of Queensland and 
District Registrar of the High Court of 
Australia at Brisbane having the custody 
of the Queensland records of the said 
courts, hereby certify that the attached 
list contains the number of Supreme 
Court decisions appealed against since 
the' establishment of the High Court of 
Australia (including those in which leave 
to appeal has been asked) and the names 
of the judges and number of judgments 
appealed against with-

The number affirmed. 
The number reversed. 
The number varied. 
Tlie number in which notices of 

appeal given, but not proceeded with. 
The number in which leave refused, 

or granted and rescinded, or granted 
and not proceeded with. 
"Dated at Brisbane this twenty-ninth 

d.ay of November, 19J.7. 
" [L.S.] CHAS. S. NORRIS, 

" Registrar Supreme Court of Queens­
land and District Registrar High Court 
of Australia, Brisbane." 

"Number of Supreme Court decisions 
appealed against since the establishmen& 
of the High Court of Australia (includ­
ing those in which leave to appeal has 
been asked)-109. 

111'-\\ 
patJ;:);:!00Jd 1.011 lJUH 

p.-q.uUJJi' .10 'P·Jl.Hl!a 
-S;).t lJU'P. p.)IU!--:,11'1 JO 

pd~np.l lh.HldH Ol 8Axg'l 
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" In the case, Attorney-General and 

Mr. M acartn~:y.] 



3670 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

Isles v. Council of the City of Brisbane, 
the Chief J nstice WRS overruled bv the 
High Court~ but his judgment w~s in 
part affirm<>d and in part varied on 
appea.l to the Privy Council. 

" In these figures his judgment is 
regarded as having been varied by the 
High Court. 

" In Bacon v. Puree!! the Privy Coun­
cil affirmed the judgments of the Chief 
Justice, Shand, and Lukin, JJ. 

"In above figures their judgments have 
been regarded as having been upheld 
by the High Court. 

"[L.s.] CHAS. S. NoRms, 

" Registrar, Supreme Court, and Dis­
trict Registrar, High Court of 
Australia, Brisbane." 

I think it is only fair that those ·figures 
should re. 2ivo the publicity that His Honour 
the Chief J n~tice has asked for. I cannot 
understand just why a return -.hould be 
hanrlcd to this House which has proved so 
incorrect. 

Hon. J. /\ __ FIHELLY: It has not been 
r-rovcd that so far just because you say it. 

1\1r. MAC.\RT2'-TEY: The responsible 
offi~er of the Sunremc Court-the Registrar 
of the Supreme Court and District Registrar 
of the High Court-is the man in the best 
pof.ition to give the information. 

Hon .. J. A. F!HELLY: The officials of the 
Justice Dcpa.rtment say that their return is 
a correct return. 

1\lr. MACARTXEY: It will be for the 
r,fficials of the Justice Department to show 
that the return is correct, as the figures 
have now heen qupplied by the responsible 
officer of the Supreme Court. It is really 
difficult to underobncl why a return of that 
nature should haYe been supplied to the 
House. 

Hon . • T. A. FIHELLY: The officials of the 
department are conferring over the matter 
llC\V, 

Mr. MACARTNEY: The information was 
given in answer to a question put by an 
hon. member opposite who takes no interest 
in such questions. What the question 

was prompted for I cannot say. 
[7.30 p.m.] There seems to be a disposition 

to cast reflections upon our courts 
of justice nowadays by members on the 
other side of the House. I think it a matter 
for regret. \Vhatever the object was of 
1mtting "" member up to ask a question and 
giYing information which is not strictly 
correct, I do not think it is any credit to the 
Government. 

Hon. J. ~'1.. FIHELLY: How do you know 
those statements are not correct? 

Mr. JHACARTNEY: Because I am satis­
fied to take the certificate of the Registrar 
of the Supreme Court and of the District 
Registrar of the High Court as correct official 
information. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: There is no infor­
mation that they have which is not avail­
able to the Government departments. 

Mr. 1L\CARTNEY: That may be; it 
may show the incompetencv of the depart­
ment. This is a certified st'atement over the 
signature and seal of office of the Registrar 
cf the Supreme Court, and must be taken 
as correct. There can be no question of 

[Jfr. Jfacartney. 

that. At any ratC', whatever the object ma.y 
be in casting reflections of this sort upon the 
judiciary--

The TuEAScTRER: Do you mean to say that 
culling attc!ltion to the decisions of the court 
is passing a reflection on the court? 

Mr. MACARTNEY: Asking questions 
which are calculated to cast rcflecticns on 
the court, and giving answers which are 
incorrect. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: You are making the 
comn1ents llO\V. 

:Mr. ::\L\CARTNEY: It is not a matter of 
the commenb made now, but the comments 
which will be made bv the hon. member and 
his friends when they 'come before the people 
on matters of importance to Queen,land. It 
may be useful matt• r for a little pamphlet 
over th" signatures of the Treasurer, the 
Assistant Minister for J usticc. and Mr. Cuth­
bcrt Butler, as the literary committee of the 
Labour party's propaganda. Howeyer, it is 
a good thing that the true facts should be 
made known to the public of Queensland. 

Ho:-;. J. TOLMIE: I did not rise to speak 
because I anticipated that the Minister for 
Justice would give us some information on 
this point. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: That is a ma.tter for 
the Attorney-General. 

Hox. J. TOL~liE: I understand that the 
hon. member is the Assistant Minister for 
Justic., and .'l.ttorney-General all in one, and 
it is very difficult for us to discover at times 
as to which role he is adopting. I think it 
is a matter of very grave concern when a 
return submitted to the House at the request 
oi' an hon. member is found to be wrong in 
almost every particular. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: It may not be wrong. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: We take it that a 
return signed by the Re!!istrar of the court 
would be accepted as ev1dence in any court 
of Australia, -,,·hereas the statement that is 
submitted to this House would not be 
acc,'pted. I do not understand why the 
question has been asked. It seems a most 
remarkable question to be asked by the hon. 
member for Mundingburra, who has never 
taken "n:V very great interest in questions 
of this kind. ·· 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: \Vhy this 
attack on the hon. member for Munding­
burra? 

Hox. J. TOLMIE: There is no attack 
upon the hon. member for Mundingburra. 

The SECRLTA.RY FOR ~'I.GRICULTURE: It is a 
serious reflection upon him. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: The hon. member for 
Mundingburra only comes into the matter 
as the member who asked the question, and 
it is a most unusual que,tion to come from 
that hon. member, because after he gained 
the informa.tion he made no use of it in the 
House or anvwhere else that I am aware of. 

The TREASURER: He was most interested 
in it. 

Hon. J. A. FrHELLY: You will notice that 
the Chief J u~tice said that these returns 
were compiled under his direction. 

lioN. J. TOLMIE: What doe' the hon. 
member mean by "his direction"? 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: That is what I would 
like to know. 
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HON. J. TOLMIE: The return for which 
we asked was prepared under the direction of 
the Ae,,istant .Mini'<tE:r for Justice. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: By direction of this 
House. 

HON. .J. T.O~MIE: By direction of the 
As&:stant l'.'bmster £or Justice who has 
chargE' of th<> department. ' 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY : I did not direct 
which particubrs should be givP,n. 

HON. J. TOLJ\IIE: In this c:1se, when the 
hon. me'?be1: ~"Y.s the returns were prepared 
under h1s d:r•,ctJOns he has npplied to the 
P''?pcr '?fficcr of the court to obtain all 
rnrormat1on. 

Hon. J. A. l<'IHELLY: All of the officers arc 
ur:dcr the Under Secretary. 

. HoK. J. TOLMIE : What we want to know 
1s why a r<:turn th>1t, on its appearance, 
provE's to be .mcorrcct should have been intro­
duced m th1s House if it wa:. not for the 
purpose o~ endeavouring to e~st a reflection 
upo_n the JUdges. Was it for the purpose of 
~aymg at a la_ter d!L~e that the Queensland 
.Judges had then dec1s10ns reviewed and upset 
on so many ~ccas1ons, and. then t? draw the 
deductwns t,wrefrom of meapac1tv on the 
part of the judges. -

Hon. ~· A. FmELLY: Your side abused 
lVll'. J usbce. McCawley. 

. HoN. ,J. TOLMIE: The Attorney-General 
B. hero. now, and I will reeume my seat to 
g1ve . h:m an. opportunity of speaking in 
rdatlon to th1s matter. 

The PREMIER: I have just come into 
the Chamber, and I noticed that the leader 
of .the Oppo.sition was .speaking with regard 
to rnaccurames of certain returns which were 
made: If there i.s any inaccuracy, it will 
c.ertam!y be put nght. A proper investiga­
tion Will be made, and if it is found that 
there is any incorrectness in the returns that 
have been tabled ~ve shall only be too glad 
to )lave .the cor:'ectwns made,. (Hear, hear!) 
It :s qmt.e pos~1blc> for officPrs of the depart. 
ment to mvest1gate the particular cases that 
are referred to in both returns. 

:'\1r. ~ACAE;TNEY: The only thing is that the 
correctwn w1l! not appear in "Hansard." 

The PREMIER: I havR no doubt it will 
be put into " Han5ard " in due course 

Mr. MACARTXEY': The lie has got a st.art. 

The ?REMIE~: If there is anything 
w_rong, 1t ma,: be m the compilation by some 
?t th<> sub?ram~te officers of thc department 
m connection w1th the retm·n. 

Ho:<r .• J. A. FIHELLY: Just a word of 
explanation. Hon. members will understand 
that it would be very fooli"h of anv of the 
?fficers of the Justice Department" to put 
mto my nands a garbled return to table in 
Parliament. The position to-day is that the 
Chid .Justice ':rot a letter to the Attorney­
General as,J_rtmg .that the department are 
not correct 111 therr returns and they are 
nc;w endeavouring to find 'out where the 
rrmtakc a~osc. It, would be stnpidity of the 
g-rossest kmd on the part of any officer to 
dt•liboratdy fabricate a return grven to this 
Hou,·o. I would be the first to resent it· 
~ut I do not think we should pass any hostil~ 
Judgment, and in the meantime an investi­
gation will be made. 

Resolution 47 agree.d to. 
Resolutions 48 to 67 agreed to. 
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On resolution 68-" Printing Office"­
HoN. J. TOLMIE : Much th11t I d<>sire to 

say on this resolution was dealt with when 
I was speaking on the " Hansard " vote. I 
want to know whether " Hansard " No. 37 
was going to be circulated, and under what 
conditions it was to be circulated. I have 
also heard various stories with regard to 
the dissemion in the office, and I am told 
that the condition is somewh~t~ chaotic. 

The PREMIEE: In consequence of what? 

HoN. .T. 'l'OLMIE: In consequence of 
censorship and difference of opinion between 
the Prime Minister of Australia and the staff 
of the office. I would like to know whether 
any changeB are contemplated in the office. 

The TREASURER: As far as I have 
heard, no change is contemplated in the 
Government Printing Office. The Govern­
n.cnt Printer is a very capable officer, and 
has organised the establishment on a 
thoroughly sound and practical basis. I, for 
one, would not think of making any change. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: I would like to ask 
the hon. gentleman if there is any truth in 
the statement which is going round that, 
notwithstanding the censorship with regard 
to " Hansard " No. 37, a copy of that " Han­
sard," in a pink cover, not bearing "No. 
37," has been produced in large quantities 
>tl the Government Printing Office and cir­
culate<! in different ways thronghout Queens­
land. 

The TREASURER: Any of those which have 
bc,cn circulated were sent out of the Printing 
Office long before the raid. 

::\Ir. MACARTNEY: I have seen a copy 
of a pink pamphlet, not bearinf the number 
37, which was put into th;, backyards and 
gardens of a large number of the people of 
Brisbane since the date of th"' seizure, and. 
the hon. gentleman should explain when that 
was printed and sent out. 

The PREMIER: All he fore the raid. 
Mr. BAB.NE~ : Distributed after the raid. 
Resolution 68 agreed to. 
Resolutions 69 to 72 agr<>ed to. 
On resolution 73-"Chief Office, DepCLrt­

ment of Public lnstruction"-

Mr. SW A YNE: Wh<>n the vote for the 
Education D<>pe.rtment was before the Com­
mittee, I raised a question with regard to a 
tPachcr in the North who had been accused 
of making dislo)'al statements, and I was 
told at the time that I was quite wrong, and 
that the ea ,e had camp bP fore thf' court, 
which I knew, and ho had been flxoncrated 
by the magistrate, and the ca'e had beBn dis­
missed. Of course, I knew it had been dis­
mi··,ed. but I have expressed the opinion that 
it was a case of "Not oroven,'' and there 
had l1een no cle~rancc i~ that respect, but 
simnly the magistr&t:e Dad helJ that the stftte­
ments were made where they were not likely 
to prejudice recruiting, and the case failed on 
those grounds. I should be very sorry to make 
a false accusation against anyone, and would 
willingly withdraw if I did. We l1ave a 
system of compulsory educ<ltion, under which 

· parents are forced to send their children to 
school, and it seems to me to be most unfair 
to loyalist parents that they should be com­
pelled to send their children to n. man incul­
cating such doctrines as that, and, further, 
it w·as most un'·'eerrJy that we 'hould have 
men of that description in the employment 

Mr. Swayne.l 
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of ouJ• pu},lic <lepartments <1t the prt's0nt time 
-men who openly paruded such oninions. 
Since then I ha vc gone into !hE' matter. cwd 
I have hero the Pre·+s report of the caee 
before the court, and I find that it qniLe 
confirms what I said, that the disn,iseal was 
wholly and wl+!l~ on the grounds that the 
statements were not made in a pk1 "'l to dis­
courage recruiting. I think there sh,ou!d !Je 
an inquiry held from a departmental point of 
view to find whether the statements were 
made, and if it be shown that such statc­
menb were ma·de the teac!1er is unfit to 
remain in th0 employment of the de'1artme•1t. 
All I want i• th.at the matter .;hould be 
cleared up. If h•c is innocent. nobody would 
be bctt.er ple.'s"d than I to see hin1 cleared. 
but by the Press report it had !lot been dis­
provoo. and I do think, for the so :,c of our 
department and for the sake of our children, 
the matter ohould be thoroughlv thrashed 
out, and if it wer0 shown that iho•1e state­
ments were made, tlwn most certainly this 
teacher "as unfit to remain in the cmplov­
ment of the department. The Cf''e wa~ tri~,J 
in Townsvillo, and I havE' here the "'fowns­
ville Bulletin." I "·ill just read the evidence 
c f one witness. 

The SPEAKER: Q,·dcr ! I hope the hon. 
member will connect what h0 is o-oing to 
road with the question before· the C'o~mittcc. 
He cannot be allowed to re:td long 0xtracts 
from the newspapers on the matter: He can 
quote i·he substance of the mattar without 
reading it. 

M:. SWAYNE: For my own sake, J ought 
to grvo the grounds for bringing the matter 
up. It is not fair to me that I ~ho11J.d not 
be dlowed to give the reasons. I have been 
alr0ady chm·g·pd with making inaccurate 
state~.ent:'3, and I have to give my grounds 
for brmgmg the matter up. I find here---

The SPEAKER: I hope the hon. gentle­
man will only read that portion of the report 
that has reference to thP Education vote. 

Mr. SW A YNE: I intend to b0 a.-: brid as 
possible, and I simply wish tu rPa.l PXtracb 
fro!n the C'vidPnee of one witnc.ss, and. al~o 
the utterancps of the polirP mugistrate on th<' 
matter. I find here that a teacher. Mr. 
Georgo Caldersmith. in his ~we _·n evidence 
before the court. sta ter!~-

" A>' a dulv convon·-'d me0ting of th0 
State Scbool · TPachors' '\-,,oci.at''m this 
morning, at which at least onf' intending 
recruit, and several '.c li~dhlr-'\.' wcl'e pre­
sent. th0 following statr:o~ents -weT"e rnndP 
hv Mr. ·waiter La.wrence Silver Ccllings. 
hl>admaster of the :!'.1unclimrhurra st;to 
School:-- --

(1) That he should oppose with all 
his might any motion d<,daring lhe 
loyalty of St-ate school tcachprs. 

(2) That th,., British armies Wl'!'O 
simrly wholesale murderers. 

(3) That the British soldiers in the 
Boor 'Nar were ~uilty of much wor, ,_, 
atrocities than the German soldi0rs in 
Belgium with rr~·~ar.c..l to '\Y0111Em and 
children. 

(4) That in teaching l<:ngiish histm·y 
he carpfully pointed out that the 
Engli,h had aiw,tys acted similarly. 

(5) That he fully approved, .md was 
prepared i;o justify, the Ge,·mnn action 
in drowning without warnino- the 1,000 
persons. mainly wonwn and children. 
on boal'd the 'Lusitania.' 

[Mr. Swayne. 

"This stat<'ment was in reply to my 
question. 'Then do you apprOI'O of !he 
'' Lus.itania" atrocity'?' 

"I was so shocked by his reply that, 
to avoid possible mistakes, I repeated the 
qut·~-tion twice more, (tncl twice rn.ore rc­
ceivPd the same answer from ::'>1r. 
Collings." 

In almos~ every particular this was corrobo­
rakd and sworn to bv two others. I do not 
intend to read their evidence, because it was 
the same. Then we find that the police 
magistrate said : " Granting everything was 
said as charged, he did not see there was 
evidence in support of the charge." The 
police magistrate further on said that, 
granting that the statements were made, they 
were not made in such a place that they 
would influence recruiting. That was the 
reason why the case was dismissed, not be­
cause the man was cleared from making those 
statements. 

Mr. BARNES: And he is still in the depart­
ment. 

Mr. SWAYNE: He is still in the depart­
ment, and all that I ask is this. I am not . 
prejudging the man; he may be innocent 
eo far as I know, but if he is a man who 
makes statements of that kind, and boasts 
that, in teaching children, he teaches those 
doctrines, he is not fit to be in the depart­
ment, and every loyal man and woman would 
join in my requeet that an inquiry should be 
held to see whether he is guilty or not. 

Mr. P AYNE (JJI itch ell) : I cannot allow 
this matter to go through without saying a 
word or two. When the Estimates were on, 
this matter was thrashed out by the hon. 
member for Mirani and the hon. member for 
Murilla, and the hon. member for Mirani 
has distinctly repeated to-night what he said 
on a previous occasion. I do not know this 
man Oollings. but I have just been told by 
the Minister for Education that this C'ase has 
been heard before a police magistrat,e who, 
I understand, has dis,missed the case somP.­
what with contempt. 

Mr. SwAYNE: On a technical pomt. 

Mr. P A YNE : I say that the logic of the 
whole thing is that if this man is guilty 
the police magistrate must be a German, or 
ha•e German sympathies, and I do not think 
it is a fair thing to the police magistrate 
for the hon. members for Mirani and MUI·i!la 
to thrash this matter out time after time in 
the way th_ey have done. I am satisfied in 
my own mmd, from what I havP. read and 
hoard of the matter, that there was nothing 
at all in the newspaper report that the hon. 
member for Mirani has just read. '!'he 
police magistrate dismissed the case. Per­
haps the hon. member for Mirani thinks that 
by rising in his place and reading a news­
paper report that makes it correct. 

Mr. SwAYNE: It is sworn evidenee. 

Mr. PAYNE: I want to know where was 
the police magistrate in the matter. Do 
;·ou think any man who goes into the witness­
box, if he is inclined to tell a lie, the fact 
of his being on oath and kiesing the Bible 
would prevent him from telling a lie. I 
would just as soon, if I knew a man was 
hone,t, take his word as if he kissed the 
Bible and took his oath. Just fancy the 
hon. member for Mirani trying to make this 
House, and through this House, the country, 
believe that because a man takes his oath 
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what he says is true. I have known some of 
the greatest falseho?ds ever uttered .told by 
a man who took Ins oath, and a dishonest 
man would tell a lie under any conditions. 

Mr. SwAYNE: There were three of tfiem 
;mid t.he same. 

Mr. PA YNE: It does not matter if there 
were twentv-three. It is evident to ,me that 
the police' magistrate who tried the oase 
did not believe those men, and I think under 
the circumstances it is a vile thing for these 
statements to be reiterated, and a man in 
the public service charged wit!' su?h charges. 
Did the hon. member for Jlihram want the 
matter brought before a higher court'! · The 
police magistrate has dismissed the case, 
and I would just as soon take the police 
magistrate's wor·d as the word of the hon. 
member for Mirani or the hon. member for 
Murilla. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC I~­
STRUCTION: The hon. member for Mirani 
brought this matter up last session by means 
of a question. At that time proceedings were 
ooing instituted by the Commonwealth, and 
I informed him that those proceedings wore 
being taken and that I was awaiting the 
evidence in the Commonwealth prosecution. 
and I did not think it necessary for the 
Public Instruction Department to make a 
separate inquiry, when an inquiry was 
already being made by virtue of a prosecu­
tion in the Police Court. I thought tB.e 
evidence in one would do for the other. I 
gave that information towa.rrls the end of the 
S8SS1C::.-... :::=.o.LV.LV tJllV VUllllUOTI\VCalth prOSeCU­

tion ended I gave instructions that immedi­
ately it did end the result of the prosecution 
was to be sent to me, and also the depositions 
in the case. The session closed before the 
evidence could be got to me. but I informed 
the hon. ,member for Mirani afterwards, on 
personal inquiry to myself, of the result of 
the Commonwealth prosecution. He knows 
what the result of that inquiry was by 
personal communication from myself to him, 
and therefore I contend it is a mean thing 
to bring it up again when he knew what 
the result of the inquiry was. I went closely 
into the evidence m:voe!f. It is quite true 
that the Commonwealth charge was for mak­
ing statement., which were detrimental to 
recruiting. That was the charge, and it was 
not dismissed on a technicality. ThP 
tPacher was certainly diccharged "on the 
charge made against him. but the dis,missal 
was in a tone of utter contempt by the police 
magistrate at the puerility of the charge 

made. He not onl:v dismissed it 
[8 p.m.] in a contemptuous' fashion, but 

he also commented very adversely 
on the repeating of the conversation by 
the per''ln who made the charge. There 
was a rivalry between the accuser and Mr. 
Collings. The two teachers had a great 
penchant for music, and there had grown 
up between them a little personal rivalry. 

l'lfr. SW.\YNE: There were three of them, 
you know. 

The SF.CRETARY FOR FCBLIC IN­
STRGCTION: Thev were rivals in popu-
1aritv in diff0r·mt schools. I might state in 
fairness to :'\if r. Collings tha.t he is looked 
upon in the department as one of the best 
teachers in the department. His school has 
a splendid record, the attendance has grown. 
and he ie looked upon with a great deal of 
favour by the parents in the district. It is an 

i·deal school in the way in which it is conducted 
and the general loftiness of moral tone 
in which the teaching is carried on. I want 
to say also, so far as the accuser is con<?erne~, 
t hQ t he has a very good reputatiOn m 
Townsvill0, and we look upon him as a very 
excellent teacher-one of the best in the 
State. He has a very long and reputable 
record in the department. 

Mr. FonsYTH: Arc there any complaints 
made by any of the parents'! 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC IN­
STRCCTION: No. 

1-Ir. FonsYTH: None. 

The SECRETARY FOR PLBLIC IN­
STRUC'l'IO='J: No. 2'\ow, Mr. Collings, as 
a matter of fact, has been taking a great 
deal of intere.;t in and giving a good deal 
of a~sistance to patriotic . funds in. 'I'owns­
vill,·. so that lUlV accusatwns of disloyalty 
simply could not 'be substantiated .. In fac~, 
he is most popular all over Townsvllle. It 1s 
alleged that he uttered these words in a 
room where a meeting of teachers was called. 
Thf>rc was not a quorum. 'When the police 
magistrate inquired into the matter the 
evidencc compl0tely broke do":n· The only 
sub· tantial witness was an assi··tant teacher 
in the school of the accuser, and when his 
evidence was sifted it completely broke down. 

:\lr. Sw.nxE: \Vhat about the three other 
witnCS')('S? 

The SECRETARY FOR PlJBLIC IN­
STR1"CTION: I am telling you that one 
witness was the assistant t8acher in the school 
of the accuser and he did not substantiate 
his evidence· 'there was a difference in the 
evidence nnd he pradic111ly gave way. I 
have· not the papers with me, else I could 
prove that the assistant's evidence did not 
ta!lv with that of the head teacher, who was 
tbo. U".::CUSPl'. 

Colonel R.\XKIX: An absence of harmony 
f::Olncw here. 

The SECRETARY FOR PlJBLIC IX­
STRCCTION: Yes; thc>v did not corrobo­
rat" r-ach other. The assistant's evidenc<> 
broke down when it cam<' to be sifted. In 
,.upport of my ctr,tement that he br:>kc dow,n. 
I might state that be fore. the pohce magis­
trate had gone into the PYJdcnce very far he 
was evidentlv so impre''sed with the weak­
ness of the case that he dismissed it 
without a verv lengthy inquiry; almost 
imrnE'diat<'lv after he got the evidence and 
inquired i,",to it he dismissed it. Having 
~one through the _evidence car~f';lllY as 
Minister for EdLlCatwn. and reahsmg ~he 
w:•akneos of the case. I had no other optwn 
but to minute the papers that as a result 
of that inquiry I did not think it was neces­
sary to go any further with the case. The 
hon member knew that. He could have 
'C'"l~ the papers at an~· ti;n<:>. I. will giv.e 
him the pancr., to-morrow 1f he hk!'s. .It IS 
not fair, when he knows that., to brm!l' 1t up 
again and again in this House, w1th the 
·rc~nlt that it must have the effect of con­
tinuing the odium cndea.vo_ured. ~o be east 
upon Mr. Collings at t~at tune without sub­
stantiation. I am qmte prepared to let 
anyone look at the papers. 

Rnolution 73 agreed to. 

Rr. olutions 74 to 85 agreed to. 

Hon. H. F. Hardacre.] 
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On resolut!on 86-" Chief Office; Depart· 
m cnt of Agnculturr and Stock"-

~Ir. MOORE: I only want a few minutes 
on this. I ,-ant to mention the que,tion of 
lYl'P'"ctors. \Ve know at the present time 
that the M!nister is making every effort to 
keeps the ticks out from clean countrv. In 
the effort' ';hich he i~ making, several police­
men are d~nng stock mspeetors' work. In my 
own. <h·-tnct I know of one policeman in 
particular who is working night and day for 
the Stock Dl'partmpnt. There is no doubt 
that in the di trict in which I !in' we owe 
our immunity from ticks to the efforts of 
this policeman. I think it is onlv a fair 
thing, ":hen a policeman is doing work for 
the Agncultural Department in the way in 
which this man is doing it, that he should be 
paid some compensation for the work he is 
doing. I don't think it is a fair thing that he 
shoLlld hav" to do ordinary police work and 
aim be stock inc-pector. I know two cases in 
particular whcro the policemen are tremen­
dously ke. n on the work, and they do it 
practi"aliy for nothing. Those two men are 
in m:;,- di~trict. rrhe\- v-,-ork on Sunda·; 3 and 
r:o on~ d_ay and night in order to protect 
the d1stnct; they sec that the cattle are 
dipped. and thev have made all sorts of 
arrangement, which have been the means of 
keopiug that < onLtrv clear. The Stock De­
partment have not· sufficient inspectors to 
sen_d o~e out "nd keep him in the Jistrict, 

lnch 1s on the border of the tiel< area. It 
would mean a largo expense to the Stock 
D0parheont if tl_1f'Y had to put on extra 
m.-.pectors of then· own. 'vVhen the Police 
Depart~ncnt allo;\ their officers and the 
oflicers are keen and interested in that work 
and see that it is done properly-! think the 
Minister will recognise that there are casH 
within his knowledg·e in which the work 
could not have been done better if he had 
an officer of his own department out there­
it _would J:>e a gracious act on the part of the 
J\funster If he wore to make some provision 
to give them ecome slight compensation for 
the work they do. It is hardly a fair thing 
for a man to do two men's work for one 
rnan's pay. 

l\Ir. BARNES: Under this resolution, I 
would like to 'eize the opportunity of im­
prh?ing on the Minister for Agriculture the 
opportunity that presE'nts itself to his depart­
n:ent. this c·ear of ma)<ing a very full inves­
t;ge"twn on tbc subject of wheatgrowing. 
The ~;'1a9on we :n~e passing through is a 
norm.al one. V,'e have had a superabundance 
of ram. and I understand that at the present 
time. the prospects of a very good crop 
cont1nuo 

The SECRETARY FOH AGRICULTDRE: I hear 
otherwise. 

Mr. BAR"'ES: There are all kinds of 
r!"por~s, no doubt. In any case, my informa­
b~n 1s to the effect that the prospects are 
fairly good. The point I wish tn make is 
simpl:,· this: last year rust decimated our 
crop and the chances are that this year 
if it is a failure, the rust will again prov~ 
the greatest enemv; but if it is a success 
th~re is room for 'a very wide investigation 
b: · the deparhr.-ent as to the varieties of 
whr~t that have come to maturity. 

Mr. MAY: Rust-re,isting? 

Mr. BARNES : Rust-resisting wheats. I 
therefore suggest to the department that the 
sea3on offers a very big chance for making 
a v-ery wide investigation as to the time 
and date at which the wheats were sown, the 

[Mr. Uoore. 

varieties which have survived best, the results 
which have followed, and all kinds of general 
information such as may be useful in guiding 
the farm"r in future days as to the variety 
of wh_cat that he may sow. Queensland, just 
now, Is particularly interested in this matter. 
Hcgarding certain hard wheats which may be 
sown early, it ''ill be of interest to know 
":hrther they hav-e survived. Having men­
tioned the matter, I foe! sure that the 
;\1inister for Agriculture will have his inspec­
!ors '?n the track of making a very full 
mn,hgatwns. The opportunity does not 
colile every year, and it will be invaluable as 
a guide to our farmers in the future as to 
''hat varieties of wheat they shall sow and 
what varieties theY should not. It is not bv 
any means a smal( matter; it is a big matter. 

The SECRETARY FOR _\.GRICULTURE ; The sub­
ject will receive full attention. 

:vir. BAR:'\ES : I am very glad to know 
that the Minieter intends to give it full 
attention. 

Mr. \VIXSTA::'-iLEY: I desire to say a few 
v ords in connection with parks and reserves. 
I think. in largely populated cities, parks 
"n cl reserves should be provided for. As 
far as Brisbane is corcerned, this matter has 
b<'<'n saJiy n0glected in times gone by, and 
at the prP;ent tim·e the suburbs of Brisbane, 
if tlw;· wish to provide ~hemselves with 
breathing spaces, have to bu:,· the land from 
prjvate individuals. I think this is a reflec­
tion on the people who have had control of 
the Lands Department in times gone by. I 
also ant to eay as far as the spending of 
money is concern0d in connection with these 
gardens, parks, and reserves, that there 
should be something like erJuity as far as the 
various towns are concerned. There is nearlv 
£4,000 spent on r-he Botanic Gardens here. 
It is a very fine and admirable place for 
people to go to, and we are tpld is a national 
work done in the interest of the State; but. 
at the same time, there are people in Queens­
land who have never seen them, and in all 
probability never will; or if they do they 
will just get a glimpse of them. In addition 
to that, there are quite a number of reserves 
and gardens in the metropolitan area which 
have been paid for from general revenue b:v 
tbe whole of the ratepayers of Queensland. 
The JWOP!e who get the benefit of those 
should pay for them. I notice that Mount 
Coot-tha and Mount Gravatt have had about 
£600 per annum spent on them for som·e years 
past: and I also notice that the people who 
g-o to visit them are so much interested in 
them tb1.t they dig up the trees which the 
department have planted there and carry 
them away with them. I saw, quite recently, 
where :·mmg- trees that had been planted ""t 
::\Iount Coot-tha had been dug up by people 
who visited there and carried away. I 
think that vandalism of that kind should bP 
stopp0d. I notice that special grants of £100 
have hPen made to Townsville, Rockhampton, 
and Too\voon1ba. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRI01:LTURE: Not to 
Toowoon1ba. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: They have very fine 
Botanic Gardfms in Rockhampton, and they 
ar,l well worth s0ein_g. They have the finest 
coliPction of crotons in the Corr:monwealth 
in the Rockhampton gardens. I think that 
other places might receive some consideration 
besides Rockhampton and Townsville. 

Hon. J. TOLi\!IE: You have got nice 
gardens at Charters Towers. 
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Mr. WINSTANLEY: Yes, anyone will 
admit that, for a place like Charters Towers, 
the park and the gal'dens there are very 
cr0ditable. I am one of those who believe that 
when people spend money themselve:< they 
ought to b~ helped by the Government, but if 
people are indifferent and carel0ss about their 
re ,erYes and parks, then thev do not deserve 
any help from the Governrr'tent. I am dis­
appointed that ~omcthing \Vas not given to 
Charters Tcnn='rs, bC'causo there is no town in 
the State where the r"ople make greater 
efforts to beautify the t,;wn than tho people of 
ChartPrs To-wers. Thev bec.tow a o-nod deal 
of labo_ur O'} the parks 'th_ere. and tl:0 pco;ole 
appre''late It. The HorbcnHural Society of 
Charters TowPre, _have alsc) been doing ,good 
work for so1ne hmu 11ast, althotiQ'h LhcT clo 
not vet a su:,-.,idy or itn:v assistanCe frorrl the 
GovPnHnent. Cnmp.PtiH-~lTIS uro rth·o held in 
the 'crhooh. and Dlonthl~, ]·_ctul'es given tJTI 

gar.dPns. ~nd many people l-H.vo lwaurlfi"·~cl 
their homes <tnd hid out niec r;ar<l<'rH. It 
seems str>ng·e that the Horticnltutal Socj,',t·v­
does not get any assistance from the Govern· 
rnent. I rcrnembor when Q."rant·: \V:"l"G crivnn 
to Toowoomb.a ;md Charters To~;:ers~ ti;~ 
1noney. wt:s weH spent, and it was hi~.dtl:y 
appl'eCia~e·-1 Ly the people. ·whilP Charters 
T'?":ers :s on thP declme, so far as gold· 
rnrrnng IS cnnc·•rn0d, thPrC' is a. stn~nuou;"< 
Pffort lwing :1w dce to SC·e if 'he town cannot 
be kPpt together. A butter factory b as bP~il 
ercctc·d, _nnd, the people arc' going to ~"" 
whrthcr It will pay to estahlish dairies ann 
produC'e crcan1 for the factorv. It IYill 1nean 
that Charters Towers will b,', ablE' to supply 
Cloncurn and all the \Yc,tPrn pLces with 
butter. yvh~n P'=·ople cnd0avour to kPep t.lH' 
town f{OIHg they ieserv0 hPttcr t ~eatment 
than they are getting under this vetA. 

MI:. _FREE (:'~?ufh Brislwm): With reg<~I·d 
t9 grv!ng suh:ndres to public parks. I ·would 
hke to ree a regulation that therE' be no 
subsidy for parh if tlw controller3 of 1h0 
parks make ii. their business to let cert<J.in 
portions to clubs "tnd s.1cieties. \V c h:n·e 
parks round about the citv where cerhin 
arP~tS ;,yp k~ to CPrtain crubs nt oft Ye-/u+v 
rental. ThP cons~qucnc<' is th,It the br>~t 
part of the parks are selccte,d l1y the clubs, 
and dogs and children of the r:ttep•Ivcre al'c 
not )10rmitted to enter. We find all thf'SC 
cnclomres locked up an<l the g-ateo pad­
locked. \Ve haye the croquet clubs. doin!! 
th~s sort of thinr-:, so thut the raccpayere' 
<;hddcPn "annat enJoy the plea'lll'A of playing 
In the p~rk. Then, again, we have a club 
there whiCh makes a drinking-pl<'.ce of one 
p<lrt of the pa:'k. Hon. nt<'mbcrs opposite 
talk about dosmg hotels Bt 6 o'clock, but 
they sav nothing about th"i1· friends in tfw 
bowling club drinkino- until 7 or 8 o'clock at 
night aftBr thei1· g<>.m7,s of howls are finished. 

Hon. J. ToL~fiE: Whv don't you stop 
them? " 

Mr. FREE : :No Government ha.s att0mpted 
to stop them. although I have raised mv 
voicP against it. It is hio·h time that sort o'f 
thing wa;; stoppPd. I think that when the 
reserves and parks are set ar:1rt for lhe 
benefit of the ratep <ycrs' ch:ldren that thev 
should be used for that purpose, •lnd no't 
used by cro.]uet clubs. The same th;ng 
applies to Davies Park, as I believe that the 
council have let portion of that par!< at a 
rental of £5 per year. I object to the use 
of parks for that pur1oose. 

The SE\CRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
I quite endorse all that the hon. member for 

QuPenton has said. in l'l'g<nd to the cneq;y 
of the people of Charters Towers in beautify­
ing Lissner Park. I would like to point out·, 
though, that Charters Towers is not exactly 
on the same plane as the 0itiee. The hon. 
member edmits that Brisbane is a, 11atiDnnl 
affair. while Rockharnpton <md Townsville 
< ,1nnot bo n':cnrded in the same liO"ht a'< 
Charters Towers. I would bP only too 
pleased to make grants to places like 
Charters Towers. V{ith !'cgard to the qw.-s­
tion raised by the hon. member for Aubigny, 
I ,Himit that tha, policemf'n have been of 
great aseiston0e to the dcparhnccit, and have 
re.I>1ered valua hl(' ~ervico. 1-,hey also C'arry 
out other dufes, ,md are of gc0'1t acsist~nce 
to other departments, for which they get no 
1'Pmnnerat1on. V'i{c could not puy th~ pol;C'c­
for all thn RC'rviccs thP\ renrler. Th0 rnatter 
the hon. member for Aubigny refn·' to is a 
matt<'r that is invested in the local councils, 
end is more rt matter for them than for the 
Agricultural Deparhne~t. 1 

Nlr. l'.IAC \RT);EY: I would lih to know 
if it is po·siblc to find nut if any steps htVf.' 
been taken to copo with th<' pe;;t that has 
1nac10 itsPif y( l'Y prev1l01jt in the Rrisb~no 
gardmis? T rder to the naopalant vrowmg 
then•. E·YE>n r· L''Y 'c!l 1~s ago you cr~u ld walk 
through the ?.'rtr·f1Pns, and yen 1vnuld not Ree 
one p'aspalum pbnt, out in the lad year or 
•o it has grown to •-uch <ln extent that it has 
become a' perfect nuisan<'e, and it is now 
spr(~ading from ono ('Dd Df th8 gardC'ns to the 
other. 

J\Ir. Mw: It will sJHf'e.d all over Brisbar«:. 

'YI:r. MACART:";'EY: T think the e:tizens 
of Brisbane will be glad to l!c<lr if anything 
is done to prcyent the ~prcad of su~h a nu~s· 
a ne". It i; gomg to be a. costly Job. to get rl~ 
of it, and I would like to kno'1' 1f there IS 
any n1ean.s. of dealing v;·ith it? Thi~ is a 
mattn of interest not onlv to the people con· 
TIPC'tcd 'vith the garrlcn8, ·hut to those people 
who are trvin~r to kPPp d0ccnt :-':uroundings 
at their ho~cs in and around Bnshcme. 

The SFCRET\RY FOR AGRICULl'T'RE: The 
matter will rc0eiYe earnest attention. 

Mr. 2\L\CARTXEY: I am glad to hear it. 
I do not knm\' whE>thcr the hon. g<'ntleman 
has heard it i.o-night fo,· the first time. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULT•JRE: I am 
aw<lre of it, but you ctnnot do anything 
while this -\vd weather bsts. 

2\Ir. 'Y!:AC \RT::'-l'BY: It is a matter tha.t 
descr;-es serious attention. 

'YI:r. PETRTE: I would likP to ask if the 
Sec~etnry for AgTiculturR ran sec hi.~ way to 
havp, the gardene lit np on mc;r" than oEP 
niO'ht in the weel<. The onlv mght that the 
ga~dens are aYailrrble to the r•ublic is Sund<J.v 
night. I know there is a ,difficulty in getting 
rarbons. but if it is possiblE' I would like to 
;:;ee thP gar~L"n~ lit up n1ore frcqucnt1y during 
thn sumn1(~r E1onths. 

Thc SECRETARY FOR AGRICULlUBE: \Ve have 
vreat difficulty in gettinc; carbons, and WH 

have to exercise great c:>re with the stock 
that we have got. 

Resolution 86 agreed to. 
RHolutions 87 to 92 agreed to. 

On resolution 93-"Jf iscellaneous Services, 
JJr p7rtment of Agriculture and Stock"-

Mr. MOORE: I would like to draw the 
a.tlention of the Minister to the noxious 
weeds which :ere springing up all over the 

Mr. Moore.] 
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place. \V~ find there are a lot of new weeds 
springing up, and we hardly recognise what 
they are. :-.Jew weeds are declarc·d as noxious 
weeds, and before we can di;;cover them they 
have been growing for six months. l sug­
gest that the Minister should exhibit these 
weeds at the different shows. 

The SECRE'rAUY FOR AGRIOlJLTC'RE: \Ve do 
exhibit them rtt the Brisbatw show in August. 

Mr. MOORE : The hon. gentleman should 
exhibit them at all the country shows, where 
the pPople can Bee them and where thev will 
karn what the noxious weeds arc> like: All 

the roads are becoming infested 
[8.30 p.m.] with new kinds of noxious weeds. 

There is a new species of box 
thorn which no one knew anything about, 
and it had got a good hold before there 
was any possibility of eradicating it. I hope 
som0 scheme will be introduced whereby the 
different weeds can be illustrated and shown 
to the people. New weeds are coming up 
frbm the South and spreading hewe, and 
unless we educate the people by some means 
in regard to these noxious weeds we are going 
to have some bad curses in Queensland. 

Mr. MAY: I have noticed a noxious weed 
called the dock weed at Mavne Junction, 
where one would think it was being cultivated 
as a shrub. It will be disseminated al! over 
the country if it is not done away with. I 
do not think I have seen such a splendid 
specimen of the dock weed as what is being 
cultivated on the Mayne Junction Station. 
That is one of the worst noxious weeds we 
can have. I suggest that the Minister should 
ask the d<'partmont to instruct the officers 
of that railway station to eradicate the weed. 

Mr. CORSER: The Minister should cause 
a collection of the various noxious weeds 
introduced into Queensland to be made, so 
that the people ma:· see the danger of them, 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICuLTURE: We have 
such a collection. 

Mr. COHSER: In the vaults of the Depart­
ment of Agriculture. If you go down to find 
out what a particular weed is, you will 
probably be given ;;ome scientific name which 
is of no value to the average person in the 
community. The Minister should see that 
specinwns of these weeds are distributed and 
made known through the medium of the 
schools. There is no better wav of illustrat­
ing the danger of these weeds thari by giving 
specimen'< to the school children. 

I understand that it is a close season at 
present for native bears in Queensland, and I 
sugge3t that the Minister should consider the 
adYiGabilitv of protecting bears altogether 
and not allowing them to be killed. He can 
do that by prohibiting the sale of the skins. 
The native bear is one of the few animals 
that we can boast of as characteristic of 
Australi:t. I hope the Minister will issue 
regulations to prevent the ·destruction of the 
bear;;. They are animals which cannot pro­
tect thmselves in any way. 

Resolution 93 agreed to. 
Resolutions 94 to 163 agreed to. 
On resolution 164-" Vote on Account, 1918-

197.9, .£900,000 ,_ 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: I do not think for one 
moment that the House will in its sane senses 
agree to this resolution. I hope the time has 
come to pass when reflection will induce the 
Government to agree to the elimination of 
this resolution. I spoke as strongly against 

[ i1f r. i1f oore 

the practice which the Government proposed 
to introduce as I could last night, but I feel 
so ;;trongly in relation to the matter that I 
d<'sire to emphasise my objection again to­
night. This is the introduction of a practice 
that is essentially vicious, and likely to be 
subversive of our system of parliamentarJ 
gm·ernment. I do not think that hon. mem­
bers, on reflection, will be easy in their 
minds if they vote for the retention of this 
resolution. 

The TREASURER : The resolution has already 
!Joen carried. 

HoN .. J. TOLMIE: It has been carried, 
but I disapprove of it so strongly that I am 
going to divide the House again. I want 
to emphasise the matter so that the public 
mav realise the viciousness of the principle 
which th" Government has introduced. 
Under a resolution of this kind we shall be 
putting in the thin end of the wedge for the 
destruction of parliamentary government. 
The excellence of our government depends 
upon the fact that Parliament meets annu­
allv and that systc>m has been in vogue for 
ov~I: 500 vears. It is laid down as an 
inalienable· right that there should be dis­
cus,ion of grievances before Supply is 
grantPd; but under the principle now being 
introduced into this Chamber that is likely 
to be ·done away with, and we shall have no 
opportun'ty of the discussion of grievances. 
If this House has power to pass Supply for 
the vear 1918-19 then it has power to pass 
Supj)ly for the_' ye_ar ~920, and a ':ici?us 
Parliamc>nt commg m wtth a great ma]or:ty, 
and relving· on the precedent we are seekmg 
to c·stablish now, might say after th.e first 
session that they would have no Parliament 
for two vears, and that all that was necessary 
was ·that thev should pass sufficient money 
for the GovernmAnt to carry on with. The 
Gov<>rnment asks us to entrust them with the 
sum of £900,000, and they call it a vote on 
account; but it. is not on account of the 
pre~nnt yem·. \Vhen the Governor opened 
Parliament this year he told us that the 
Rstima tes of the present year would be 
framed. 

The TREASURER : It is a common practice 
in New South Wales and New Zealand. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: 'I'he hon. gentlen:an 
has no evidence that it is a common practice. 

The TRE.\SURER: Yes, I have. It is re­
sorted to every year. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE': That is mere assertion 
on his part. \Ve have heard so much from 
the hon. member that his word does not 
stand for much with regard to that. 

The TREASURER: M V word is worth more 
than vours in regard to that. I am not 
going ·to bandy words with the hon. gentle-
n1an. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE : It is questionable 
whether men who are returned to Par­
liament and expected to behave as honour­
able men arc going to fritter away the 
rights of citizens, whether men are going 
to be honourable or corrupt, whether they 
are going to be scrupulously honest or to _act 
unscrupulously; The Government are takmg 
advantage of the strength they possess to do 
scmething that is absolutely contrary to the 
precedent of the British Parliament. If the 
Government has the right. to grant Supply 
for one month of next :~e:u, thc>n it has the 
right to grant Supply for the whole of the 
year, and that being the case we should have 
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ne meeting of Parliament at all. Does not 
Parliament meet so that the actions of the 
Government may be criticised, and because 
of their desire to introduce legislation? If 
Supply has been exhausted, following the 
univerbal practice of centuries the Govern­
ment must come down a.nd ask Parliament 
to grant them Supply. That is the sole 
reason why Parliameat meet• every year, 
and if "e take awav that reason for the 
meeting of Parliamei:tt we put the power 
into the hand;; of a Government to do just as 
they please m regard to what sessions of 
Parlianwnt shall be held. In a way, the 
will of the _People is being- defeated, and th<O 
representatives of the people are entire!;, in 
the hands of the Cabinet, which can call, or 
refuse to call, Parliament together as it 
feels disposed. As far as I kno·<, this Go­
vernment is the first under the British flag­
to introduce this innoYation. There are 
occasions when it is found necessary to vote 
a large sum of money for a particular pur­
pose, but not for the g-eneral administ.ration 
of the Stnte. Such an event was when Great 
Britain decided to free all the slaves under 
thC' British flag, and a sum of £20.000.000 
was voted for that purpose over and above 
the money which it would be necessary to 
spend. during that year, because the opera­
tion mvolved such an immense amount of 
labour that it could not be completed at the 
time. Such. an emergency as that may call 
for the Yotmg of a special sum of money, 
but for the general purpose of the Adminis­
tration of the country it should not be 
allowed. What is essential is that Ministers 
who have the control of the finances of the 
State should meet Parliament once every 
year, and place before it the commitments 
for the curreiJ.;, ._h_,.:.,:;_·, .:.,._.._,___~ 5 :va ~..., ... ~:wu ... cu~ 
an opportunity of saying whether those sums 
should be voted or not. It is onlv by having 
o_omplete ?antral of the exchequer that Par­
liament IS able to do its dutv. I am 
exceedin,gly sorry that this oceas(on should 
have arrsen and that we should have to take 
the stand we ha vo taken in regard to this 
matter._ I can only voice my disapproval of 
thO! actiOn that has been resorted to. I know 
I am standing on good, high, solid ground, 
on safe ground in doing what I am endeav­
ouring to preserve the constitution 'unsullied 
and as strong as it was when transmitted to 
us fifty-three years ago. But here the 
Government are trying to undermine that 
constitution aud the result is that if we 
have a Government of this kind in power 
for any length of time, the whole of our 
Constitution will have been whittled away. 
Numerically, we are not in a position to 
resist this vot~ going through, although we 
can mark disapproval. We know that 
"Todd" and "May," who are our guides 
when our Sta,nding Orders fail to guide us, 
are pronouncedly against what is being done 
here, and if we are wi"e in this Chambe'\o we 
will listen to reason, the reason which has 
come down to us for ages, and not take the 
steps we are doing to undermine the Con­
stitution and to undermine Parliament itself 
by asking it to vote sums of money for years 
beyond that in which we are erigagcd. I 
trust that the good sense of the House will 
prevail on this occasion, and that this resolu­
tion will be rejected. 

Colonel RANKIN : I think the greatest, 
and at the same time the gravest, objection 

to this vote lies in the fact that we are seek­
ing to vote Supply beyond the life of the 
present Parliament, 

The TREASURER: Every Parliament has to 
do that; otherwise there would be no Supply 
to <'arry on after ihe elections. 

Colonel RANKIK: Not necessarily for 
thrs leng-th of time. \Ve know that the life 
of this Parliament expires in iYlay, 1918, and 
we are now sL·cking to vote money for Supply 
for the year 1918-19, and it is within the 
bounds of po·· ibility that the personnel of 
this House may b0 entirely changed before 
ihis vote has lwen utilised. What right have 
we to vote morwy which should be voted by 
tlw new Parliament? The Treasurer say3 
that he hao precPdcnts established in the 
cases of New South \Yales and Nc\c' Zealand. 

The TREASURER : And Queensland, 

Colonel RAXKIX: We knmv how the cir­
cumstances arose in Queensland, but I doubt 
very mlrch whether in New South \Vales or 
New Zealand thev had similar circum .. tances 
to Queensland. Au illusttation was given by 
the leader of the Opposition a short time 
ago, V\·hcre, on one occasion, the practice of 
the Home of Commons \\as departed from 
through the House of Commons yoting a sum 
of £20.000,000 to liberah all the slaws under 
the British Crown. It seems to me that here 
in voting this sum in advance, it is for th~ 
purpose of strengthening the fetters on the 
~reedom-loving people of Queensland, mak­
mg them stronger than they are at the pre­
&ent time, when they sec already, perhaps, 
the dawn of that freedom to which the people 
of . Queensland are so ardently looking. In 
don:;.g ,that. a.re we not certain!:· going to 
nrcJudice the actions of a future Parliament 
Jy voting a sum for a month in advance of 
the life of this Parliament? There. is no 
justification for it; it was pointed out time 
and again last night that if the elections are 
held at the usua I time, giving the longest 
period possible-May or June-there is noth­
ing to prevent the usual practice being fol­
lowed of the House assembling in the first 
week of July and voting the neceb,cary 
Supply. It is no doubt within your memory 
Mr. Speaker, that on many previous occa: 
sions, when Supply was being voted at the 
commencement of each session of Parlia­
ment. and the motion was moved to suspend 
the Standing Orders to enable Supply to go 
through in one day, the present Treasurer 
when in opposition, always opposed it o~ 
thf' ground that Parliament should have been 
callr-l together earlier. That was the con­
tinuous burden of his song. 

The TREASURER: I never opposed Supply. 

Colonel RANKIN: When the hon. mem­
ber opposed the ouspension of the Standing 
Orders for the purpose of passing a SupplY 
Bill throu!T.h all stages in one day, he was 
opposing the granting of Supply. He ad­
vocated continuallv that Parliament should 
be called togcthe~ earlier. The pages of 
" Hansard" r·ing with the statements of the 
Treasurn ·in that regard when he was on 
this side of the House. Kow he seeks, not 
only that the House should not be called 
together in July, but that it should not be 
necessary to eall the House tog-ether until 
August. As the leader of the Oppositio:1 
clearly pointed out, it would be just .as 
re~sonable to ask for three or four or five 
months' Supply. There is no reason why the 
Government should restrict itself to Gne 

Colonel Rankin.] 
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month, or five weeks, as I believe this is. 
Nor hae any reason been shown why this 
extraordinary practice 3hould be pursued. 
The life of this Parlianwnt expires during 
the first six months of next year, and no 
reason in the world has been advanced why 
we should depart from th0 well-known prin­
ciple of Constitutional Government. which 
lays down that Parliament should meet an­
nually-that we should satisfy ourselves by 
voting a year's s·upply, and nothing more. 
The two precedents in this Chamber, to which 
the Trea.mrcr has rcfeYred, may have been 
justifiable on grounds which do not obtain 
in this casP. On" of tho e grounds is that 
it was not at the end of the Parliament. 
There was no pnScJibility of a ne-,y Parlia­
ment being elected. It' was done in each 
case to enable the Chief ~ecretary to make 
an extended visit to England on account of 
the affairs of the State. and no one knows 
that bettm· than the Treasurer himself. In 
one case it was Dr. Kidston, who required 
to go home ~m State affairs; and, in the 
second case, rt was the present Chief Sec­
retary. That may have justifred-I do not 
s~y it did-a d~parture . fr<:m a wel!-recog· 
lfl1 sed and "'~ablrshed prm~rplc, but neither 
of those thmgs apply lhi.s yean·. It i~ 
merel:y some. motive that we are not 
acq'!-amted w1th; and I think it is such a 
dubrous proposition that we ought to warn. 
;:>ot or;ly the House .. but the country against 
rt. \~ c know that m most of the legi,<h,tion 
brought before us b:-· the present Government 
we have had to look beneath the surface to 
see how those measurcs were loaded-and 
the same t~inv- applies to this. K o reason 
can lw ft'Signed for a departure from the 
woll--lmown and usual practice of voting only 
a. year's Supply, exe-:-pt some flimsy reason 
grvc? b~- the Tre~surer last nie;ht that it 
"·ou1d gr vo more trme after the election for 
the. ihc0ming Government to prepare their 
policy. 

Th: TREASFRER: If the elections were held 
late, _m May I s11id it was impossible to call 
Par.1ament together early in July. 

Ccloncl RAKKIN: If the elections were 
held 'n the 22nd May-which, I think, was 
the date of the last elections-we could meet 
next· year, a, v e met in 191.5, in the first 
week of .July. There wa': nothing to prevent 
the pres•nt Government from meeting then. 
ff, after the last gcner:1l election-when we 
had a new Goverrnwnt c~ming into office. 
that had neve~ held. office before, having to 
fo_rmulate Hmr polrcy and get acquainted 
w1th a 11 the ropes-if thev could do it in 
the time at their dioposal between the 22nd 
May ':ne! the seo:md. week in July, surely 
there rs no necessrty m the present case for 
such a thing not taking place! I submit 
that we have not been shown-and it is 
just as well that the countrv should know 
i1-an,· reason for this extraordir.ary depar­
ture from. a wel~-known principle. If we 
allowf'd thrs praDtrce to become a permanent 
one--

The TREA81:RER : It should be a permanent 
practice. 

Colonel RA:;-ncr:N:. ThE're is a very great 
dan~ ,,,. attachmg to rt. If vou can vote a 
month's Supply in advance,' why not vote 
three months' Supply? 

The TREASURER : I say it should be a per­
manent practice to get a month's on account 
of the now financial year. 

Golonel RANKIK : The danger is the 
same as the Treasurer spoke about when he 

[Colonrl Rankin. 

was in opposition-about Parliament being 
ea !led together so late. If you are going to 
te!low this ao a regular practice. you will 
probably sec Parliament meeting in Septem­
ber, and see three monthe devoted to business. 
It is the hon. gentleman's own lips he stands 
condemned by. On this side of the House he 
was constantly urging that the Government 
was guilty of delay in not calling Parliament 
together earlier than July. Now he says it 
should be an established practice that Supply 
should be granted for a month after thn 
end of the financial year in order to enable 
them to put off the meeting of Parliament 
until August. 

The TREASURER : I did not say to enable 
Parliament to be put off until August. 

Colonel RANKIN : I shall be very glad 
to hear from the hon. gentleman what object 
it ('an serve. 

The TREASURER: Vvhat danger can you see 
in it? 

Colonel RANKIN : I conceive the danger 
in an innovation-a departurB from a well­
c_otablished practice. Thew is a danger that 
once you allow a pernicious practice of this 
kind to creep in you do not know how far 
it will go. \Ve are actually voting money 
to be expended by people who possibly will 
not be here. 

The TREASURER : If they are not here, they 
will not be spending the money. 

Colonel RAXKI:N: \Ye are placing money 
at the disposal of people who may not be 
here. 

The TREASl'RER : How could they spend 
th" monev if they are not here? 

Hon. i ToL:MIE: The minority may be 
there. and hold on. 

The TREASURER: Do vou sav if any Govern­
m<mt is defeated it g~es on, until Supply is 
e_,;hausted? 

Colonel R.\~KIN: I would not put it 
beyond the present Government. 

The TRE.iSURER : There was nothing to 
prevent your Government from doing it, but 
they did not, and no other Government 
would. 

Colonel RANKIN : There is no getting 
awa' from the fact that in the authorities 
quoted by the leader of the Opposition, both 
ie~ "Todd" and "May," it is pointed out 
very clearly that what we are cont.•·nding 
for is a well-defined and well-establrshed 
principle, laid down from time immemor~cl. 
Now the Trf'.1surer seeks to depart from rt. 

The TREASURER: I have listened to the 
speechc" of the ]ruder of the Opposition and 
the hon. member for Burrum and their 
attack upon the resolution which is no:v 
before the House. They both allf'ge that 1t 
is a dangerous practicB; which leads to per­
nicious results but neither of them has been 
able to show ~xactly what the danger is, or 
whffi-e the pernicious practice comes in. 

Hon. J. TonnE: I told you that you could 
go on without calling Parliament together at 
all. 

The TREASURER : You said we could go 
on year after year if we had one month's 
supply. 

Hon. J. ToL>IIE: It is not the one month; 
it is the principle underlying it. 

The 'l'REASURER: It is one month we 
are asking for, and I hav~ ah::ea?y stated 
that it would be a good thmg rf It were a. 
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permanent practice to get a month's Supply 
for the Treasurer on account of the succoed­
ong financial year. 

Hon. J. ToLMIE: .\mend the Constitution 
to enable you to do it. 

ThP TREASURER: The Constitution does 
:10t need to be amended to enable us to do 
it If wo wanted to get statutory authority 
for it, we would not be amending the Con­
~titution. I want to know where the danger 
is in aeking for a month's Supply? \Ve are 
not asking for twt'lve months' or five years' 
or a century's. \Vhere is the danger in mw 
month' 

Hon .• J. Tor,;~nE: There is no danger in 
ene month. It is the principlB involved. 

Th" TRE.\.SURER: If there is no danger 
why all this objeotion? The hon. member 
'aid it w:1s pernicious. \Vherein is it per-
1licious? 

Colonel RANKIN: Because it aosists to delay 
in calling Parliament together. 

The TREASURER: The hon. member said 
that if we got this month's Supplv we need 
not call Parliament together until September. 
How will this enable us to carry on until 
ScptPmber? J t only shows that the hon. 
member's opposition is simply factious. 

Colond RANKIN: You are misleading the 
House, bet•ause you know you are getting 
Supply until August. 

The TREASL:RER: We are not. 
Colonel RANKIN: You arc getting over 

£900,000. 
ThP TREASL:RER: We arc asking for 

£500,000 from the comolidated revenue fund. 
'That will not be sufficient Supply to carry 
us over August. I mentioned last night that 
out of that we have to meet the mid-monthly 
pay in August. Parliament will have to 
'neet before the mid-monthlv pay in August 
in_ order to ~':·,nt additional Supply, other­
wise t~e pubhc servants could not be paid 
That 1s why I am asking for it on this 
occw1ion. The circumstances are different to 
'"hat they were only a year or two ago. 

Hon. J. TOL1I!E: No. 
The TRE \.SURER : Yes. There is a 

heavier pay in the middle of July. 
Hon. J. TO!.}I!E: Have your electiom in 

time, and do th<> thing properly. 
The TREASURER: Parliament, under the 

Constitution, has the right to live' for three 
nars. If Parliament expires by offiuxion of 
time _late in May, th'.' elections might be 
held m June. Even If the elections were 
held in the last week in May. there is very 
little; chance of getting Parliament together 
m time to grant Supply to meet the mid­
monthly pay. Why should we be tied to 
such a narrow and dangerous margin? If 
the Government desired: thev could meet 
payments for all thP ordinary' circumstances 
on the authority of an Executive minute 
But we don't desire to do that; we want 
to get the authoritv of Parliament and we 
a.re asking Parliamt>nt to grant {.s-under 
the circumstances which exrst-one month's 
Supply for next } ear. 

Mr. FORSYTH: What are the circumstances 
that exist? 

The TREAS"CRER: The circumstances 
are, a' I have alrca.dv stated-that the mid­
monthly pay is heavier t,han it has ever 
been before, and we must get a Supply Bill 
through after the annual Appropriation in 
order to provide for the July pay. The 
margin of time is too narrow. Unless 

ParlianH~nt wants to bP unfair. conservative. 
and undulv restrictive in its control of the 
Govcrrrnwrit m the<e matters, it should grant 
this vote on account of 1918-19. 

Hon. W. D. AmrSTRONG: What is the 
Governor there for but to understand the 
circmn•"tances of the country and issue his 
warrant? 

The TREASURER: The hon. member 
would favour carrying on without Parlia­
ment? 

Hon. \V. D. Am.iSTRONG: No. 

The TREASURER : What does the hon. 
gentleman suggest? I know that a minoritv 
at one time--supported by the hon. member 
-carried on for months without the authority 
of a Supply Bill-on the authority of the 
Governor's warrants. Apparently that is 
what the hon. member wants. But that 
would be a dangerous thing. I think I have 
shown that there is nothing dangerous, and 
that there is nothing pernicious in this prac­
tice. 'Ve are simply asking for a month's 
Supply-not twelve months', two years', or a 
century's Supply. It will only give us one 
nH;nt~'s n:ore ti.me beyond the annual Appro­
priatiOn m order to enable us to carry on 
the business of the country. Parliament. will 
have to meet and a Supplv Bill will have 
to be passed early in August, at the latest, 
oven if this resolution is adopted. 

Mr. FORSYTH: In connection with this 
matter, I really cannot see why the Govern­
ment should depart from the usual prac­
tice, which was to pass an Appropriation 
Bill covering expenditure to the end of 
the financial year. Anyone who will look 
up " May" and " Todd " will see that 
Supply should be granted onlv to the end 
of the financial year. · 

The TREASuRER: New South Wales annu­
ally makes arrangements of this nature; so 
does New Zealand. 

Mr. FORSYTH : What is the reason for 
the hon. gentleman asking for it? Did not 
we have the elections OCI the 22nd Mav: 
did not we meet in the last week in July? 
The hon. gentleman sa;~'S it is because of much 
heavier payments. If we have a million 
a. year more, all you have to do is to put 
them in the Supplementary Estimates and 
pass them in an Appropriation Bill at the 
end, as w-e are doing- now. 

The TREASuRER: \Vhat I was referring to 
is the heavier fortnightly pay. 

Mr. FORSYTH: It does not mattTer 
whether it is fortnightly or monthly. If you 
have not the money nece&,ary to go on to 
the end of June, you can get it; this House 
will not refuse You that. What is the reason 
for the Government asking this? They say, 
"We have payments to meet at the end of 
June." As a matter of fact, the bill at the 
end of June is a very ,much larger one than 
it is in any other month of the year, unl:ess 
it is at the •'nd of December, when we have 
to pay the interest bill, the same as we 
have to in June. But what is the object 
of the Government asking for an extra month 
in 1918-19? The hon. gentleman says it is 
because of extra expenditure. That is no 
excuse at all, because we can easily meet in 
July. What is to hinder our meeting in 
,July? We met in July after the last elec­
tion. and the elections did not take place 
until 22nd May. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuB!,IC INSTRUCTION : 
lt was almost impossible to manage it. 

Mr. Porsyt1-.l 



3680 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Su'j>ply. 

Mr. FORSYTH : If the Government want 
It for the purpose of paying liabilities which 
become due in June, have the elections a 
little earlier. 

The TREASURER: Why not have them on 
the 20th December? 

Mr. FORSY'rH: If the hon. gentlema11 
wanted the elections on the 20th December, 
he would have to applv for two or three 
millions instead of £9oo;ooo. 

The TREASUREH : This month-in a fort­
night's time. 

:Yir. FORSYTH : Oh, I seo ! In any case, 
the Government have some special object in 
view in asking for this thing. It is quite 
true it has been done before. It was done 
to allow the Premier to go home to London. 
Moneys have been passed even in the House 
of Commons for sp<>cial things. If the Go­
vernment would tell us what the special 
thing is it would be all right; but we cannot 
get the information from them. I was not 
here last night when the hon. gentleman was 
speaking, but I have read it in the Housu 
to-da;c·; and I say there has been no reason 
given. If the Government could give us 
some substantial reason why they want it, 
we could go upon information given. But 
they simply state, " \V e want this because 
of big payments which have to be ,met in 
July." 

The TREASURER: No, I did not ,,av because 
of. big pay;nents. We must get ~ Supply 
Bill early m July to meet the fortnightly 
pay. 

Mr. FORSY'l'H: Of course, you must; but 
we have had to do that for the last twenty­
five years. In fact, every year we have to 
do the same thing. 

The TREASURER: It is most inconvenient. 

Mr. FORSYTH : While these things, of 
course, are unusual, they have ha'lpE'ned 
before. But that is no reason whv we 'should 
continue a practice which is against all the 
constituti~nal authorities who give rulings 
on the pomt. Take "Todd." He states dis­
tinctly that a Supply Bill is for the current 
year; and he puts it in italics-showing that 
the money passed through the House is for 
that special purpose. There is not the 
slightest reason, so far as I can see, why we 
should grant Supply into another year. I 
ho12e the House will. not pass something on 
whwh we have no mformation as to whv 
the Government want it; except that thev 
state they have not much time Jrom the 
date of the general election. If the Govern­
ment think they have not sufficient time 
they can have the elections a month earlier. ' 

The SEr'RFT.mY FOR PUBLIC I~STRUCTION : 
We cannot do that. 

Mr. FORSYTH: The principle is bad, as 
a rule; it is against constitutional gov<ern­
ment. And besides, if you ask for one ,month 
why can't _you ask for' three; why can't yo~ 
ask for six? If you once break the rule 
you can continue to" any extent. I have heard 
no argument yet why we should pass an 
extra £900,000 for next year. 

The TREASURER : You supported it on two 
prev-ious occasions. 

Mr. FORSYTH : I hope the House will 
not pass it. 

HoN. W. D. ARMSTRONG: The whole 
thing app;:ars to me to be this: That the 
Government are att<>mpting to alter the 
financial year from the 30th June to some 
time in July. That has been their policy 

[Mr. Forsyth. 

all through since they got on to tbe Treasury 
benches. Now, if they are going to extend 
the financial year to the end of July, why 
not come down openly and ask for it·: It is 
useleh to recapitulate the arguments adduced 
here. which are well known to the members 
of the House-from " May" and all the 
authorities, insisting that there must be some 
extenuating <'ause why money should be 
granted beyond the ordinary period of Parlia­
ment. There is also this further argument in 
the present case-that at the termination of 
Parliament the people's voice should be heard 
before any monev should be expended into a 
vear bevond the' ordinary year, and that is 
the 30tl{ June, because the present Adminis­
tration may not be returned at the polls. 
There is a greater reason in that than 
in anv other reason. If the Govern­
ment say that they have arrangements. to 
make, then let them hold the elections earher. 
Just because the Secret,uv for Public Instruc­
tion savs forsooth that floods will stop tlw 
elections, that is no n·a-on why we should 
grant this extra Supply. Does he know what 
tlw conditions of Queensland will be next 
year? How is he able to forecast what the 
condition of the v·eathcr will be next ::ear 
when he ta'lks a bout the possibilit:;· of floods. 
I am sure that the TrPasurer does not accept 
that as a reason. \Vhen the Treasm·cr was 
speaking a moment or two ago, he did not 
g-ive that as a reason. I quite admit that 
if the necessity arises in connection with an 
incoming G·o\r-ernm'f'nt", if it is stronger 
than the Government that went out of power, 
then it is right for the Governor to issue 
his warrant for Supply. That is one of th<> 
great uses of the Governor-to act when 
exceptional cases arise. We have a consti­
tutional precedent for that. The Governor 
can issue his warrant to pay these services in 
the case of a new incoming Government. All 
our constitutional government has been based 
on the pr<>cedent that Supply is granted only 
until the financial year is ended. The money 
i,; voted for the financial year only and for 
ne> further period. That is why I object to 
the action of this Government. Ever since 
they have been sitting on the Trea;:ur7 
benches, their idea is to cover up thmr 
<>xpenditure every financial year. Instead of 
closing their account,; on the 30th June and 
rraking that the end of the financial year. 
they c:trry it on until t~e following year. 
The Treasurer shakes his head, but you 
have only got to look at the Auditor-General's 
report to see what I say is true. We all 
know that in Sir Hugh Nelson's time they 
used to make a point of writing to the differ­
ent departments throughout Queensland and 
a"king th<'m to telegraph to the central 
authorit:-· in Bt·isbane. lr>tting thPm kr>ow the 
exact position in which they stood, and money 
was set aside to cover the liabilities. The 
countrv knew then a hsolutelv on thP 30th 
June. what the navments were for the finan­
cia~ vear. The full amounts owing wE're then 
made !mown. although they were not actu­
allv drrrwn bv vouchPr at the time. Thi" 
Go.vernment, imtead of followin~ that prac­
tice. do not close the year on the 30th 
Jnne at all. 

Tho 'TRnS1"RER: \Vould the Governor's 
approval be sufficient justification~ 

Ho~. W. D. ARMSTRO"'G: In the case 
of an inPoming- Government. thP Governor's 
approval would bP sufficient justification. 

Th<> 'rREASURER : The Governor has already 
recommended this. 
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HoN. W. D. ARM STRONG: The Go':"ernor, 
as the head of the Executive Council, h>:s 
recommended this upon the usual .automatiC 
advice of the Government. It appears 
to me that the Government want to cover 
up their disbursements in the financial year 
ended on the 30th June, and we will not 
know until next June twelve rr.·onths what 
the payments for 1917 were, and we ,will 
11ot receive the report of the Auditor­
Gent>ral upon those accounts until t.he 
Soptc·mb0r following. I hope the prm· 
ci plc will not be accepted now, because 
it is a wrong principle. It has been stated 
that there w0re precedents in :'\ew .South 
\Vales and :'-Jew Z<>aland, and also m the 
British House of Com·mons. There were 
urgent reasons for its being don<' on tho·;' 
occasions. If thPre is any reason why It 
should be done on this occasion I hope the 
Treasurer will explain it. 

'rhe TREASl;RER: There is not a sufficient 
margin of safety between the general election 
and the meeting of Parliament. 

Hox. \V. D. ARMSTRONG: How has 
Qu2ensland carri,·d on then for the last fifty 
vea rs ,vithont doing it? 
. The TREASC:RER : Qu<'ensland has not carried 
oH for fifty vears without doing it. It was 
dono on two.., occasions. 

Hox. W. D. ARMSTRONG: Well, we 
have carried on for forty-eight years, and 
whv should it be done now? I consider it 
is 'an immoral thing to do it just on the 
eve' of a closing Parliament. Presumably­
if I may say presumably-we have an out­
going GovPrnment, which will leave a posi­
tion in the Treasury that is not known to 
the incoming Government. Surely that is 
a wrong principle! It is one that has been 
safeguarded from time irr:memorial. The 
constitution of all the dominions which go 
to form the British Empire has safe­
guardPd that very thi\)g. and I hope we will 
not go against it on this occasion. 

Mr. CORSER: I cannot help objecting to 
th" action of the Treasurer in asking for 
this appropriation. We have been told that 
there is going to be an early election, so 
why the necessity for this Appropriation? 

The TREAST:RER: You do not understand it. 
Mr. CORSER : I do understand it. That 

is the hon. gentleman's trouble. I think it 
will be quite sufficient to grant Supply for 
the financial year, because the first month of 
thP next financial year might not belong 
to this Government at all. We expect an 
early appeal to the electors, and, therefore. 
there will be no need to have this extra 
Supply. It ha'i never been done before, and 
there is no reason why we should do it on 
this occasion. 

The 'rREASURER : It has been done on two 
occasions. 

Mr. CORSER: Under different circum­
stances altogether. As there is a possibility 
of an early election, I do not see why we 
should grant the Government £900,000. The 
Tr< a surer has not given us any reason why 
we should do it. 

Mr. Ii'ORSYTH: Perhaps the Premier is 
going home. 

Mr. CORSER: The Government have spent 
a lot of money in different enterprises, 'and 
now th"v want Supply for a month that 
belongs to another Government altogether. 
I am prepared to vote against it. 

Mr. 1\fACARTNEY: I suppose we will get 
an explanation why this proposal is brought 
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forward some time in August next, and we 
will then find the special reasons for asking 
for this Appropriation. The hen. gentleman 
said that this has been done on two occasions 
before. but as the comments that have been 
made in regard to those two occasions have not 
bePn made as clear as they ought to have 
been made. I would suggest that on those 
oeeasions a similar proposal was submitted to 
this Hou'''· and the Home was not taken 
fully into the confid0nee of the Government 
a·. to their nature. They were introduced at 
the tail-end of the session after forcing 
throngh Supply, and the attention of the 
'1 •mcP was not specifically drawn to them. 

The TREASURER: You were a party to 
granting it on one occasion. 

:VIr. MACARTNEY: The hon. member 
and his colleagues made bitter complaint in 
regard to what happened during the Ministry 
o[ Mr. Kidston. and it was acknowledged' 
on this side of the House that it was slipped. 
rhrough the year before last. 

The '.rREASURER: Slipped through? We 
c.unc b!'fore the House with a specific reso­
lution. 

::\1r. MACARTNEY: Those reasons are of 
no v':lue at all. For the last fifty years the 
practice has not been resorted to. As a matter 
of fact, on the 20th May next Parliament will 
have run its full period of three years · and 
u_nder the legi;;lation we have at the present 
time,. hon. members will 1;\et their full remu­
neratiOn for the full period of three years 
because the remuneration is carried right up 
to the date of the elGction of their succeesors. 
There is no reason in the world why we 
should not have the election on the 22nd 
-:viay. Nobody_ so far as members are con­
cerned, will be the sufferer by that. If we 
hold. thP election on the 22nd May, there is 
nothmg to prevent us from meeting the 
House on the same date as we met the House 
in 1915. without any inconvenience to any­
body. There is no reason in the world for the 
imposition of these terms, unless it is for 
some reason which the Govm·nment have not 
thought it. neceB£ary to inform the House on. 
I would like to pose as a little bit of a 
prophet. I venture to say that when we are 
discu~sing this business in Au!5ust next we 
will be able to refer to this clebate ancl to 
what has taken place in the interim. 

Mr. WELLINGTON: You will still be in 
opposition. 

C\.fr. MACARTNEY: The hon. gentleman 
will not be here. Any person who is in­
terested in preserving the protection which 
the Constitution provides ought to stand by 
and giv<' that protection to the Constitution 
which the situation calls for. As' an Oppo­
sition we are bound to do it. We are not 
going to fail in our duty in any case. We 
have pointed it out, and if anything happens 
to the Bill that is going to be founded on this 
resolution, then let hon. gentlemen on the 
other side take the fullest responsibility for 
it. We will have hon. gentl0men going to 
the country complaining about another Cham­
bf'l' for protecting the interest•, of the citizens 
of Queensland. 

The TREASVRER: Are ~·ou inciting them? 
:Mr. MACARTNEY: No. I say that this 

Chamber cn.n best protect its own rights. by 
observing the law and Constitution. I say 
that the Government are asking us for 
more than it is in our power to grant. We 
are called upon to provide money that has 
been voted, and the Government are asking 
us for money which they ought not to get, 

Mr. Macartney.] 
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particularly as we are near the end of the 
Parliament, and, as has been stated by other 
speakers, the position may be that the 
Government may hold on to the reins of 
office and continue the administration of the 
'Country, though in a minority, by reason of 
thE' vote we are asked to pass to-night. 

The TREASURER: Do you say that all Go­
vernments run on until their supply is 
exhausted? 

Mr. MACARTNEY: We know that the 
present Government is not an ordinary Go­
vernment : and we know that they will do 
what other Governments never stooped to do. 
We have to look at the character of the men 
we are dealing with. vVe are asked to give 
a blank cheque to the Government, who have 
not scrupled in any way to defy the Consti­
tution or to interfere with the liberty of the 
people. 

The TREASURER: That statement shows the 
destitution of your argument. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: I stand here not to 
say what the hon. gentleman wishes, but 
what I think is right. I stand here to say 

what I think is right for the pro­
[9.30 p.m.l tection of the people of Queens-

land. With the experience we 
have had of the present Government, no one 
can speak too strongly as to what may 
happen if matters a1·e loft in the hands of 
hon. gentlemen on the other side. (Hear, 
hear!) 

Question-That resolution 164, "Vote 011 

Account, 1918-19L9, .£900,000" be agreed to­
put; and the House divided:-

Mr. ArmfieLl 
Bertram 

~" Coyne 
Dunstan 

.. Fihelly 
Free 
Gledson 
Hardacre 

, Hartley, W. 
, Hunter 
, .Tone's 
Tellers: Mr. W. 

AYES, 22. 
1\lr. Lennon 
" :viay 

J>lcLachlan 
O'Sullivan 

,. Vaync 
Peterson 

, Theodore 
Weir 

., Wt•llington 
Wilson 

, \Yinstanley 
Hartlcy and Mr. l'eterson. 
KoEs. 18. 

Mr. Armstrong ~rr. Manutney 
Barnes , 'T oore 

, Bayley .. Petrie 
., Eel! Oo!. lhnkin 
, Bridges )lr. ;-.omer:,,,-.t 
., C"lrser Stodart 
, Forsyth :: f-lwu.yne 

Grayson , , 1'olmic 
Gunn , Vow1P?. 

Tellers: Mr. Bell and Mr. Corscr. 
Re,.olvod in the affirmative. 

WAYS AND MEANS. 

RESUl\IPTION OF COl'IIMITTEE. 
(Mr. Bertrom, JJ:laree, in the chair.) 

The TREASURER moved-
" (a} That, towards making good the 

Supply granted to His Majesty, for the 
service of the year 1917-18, a further sum 
not exceeding £3,945,446 be granted out 
of the consolidated revenue fund of 
Queensland, exclusive of the moneys 
standing to the eredit of the loan fund 
aC'('ount. 

"(b) That, towards making good the 
Supply gra,nted to His Maje,ty, for the 
service of the year 1917-18, a further sum 
not Dxceeding £1,001,849 1s. be granted 
from the !rust and special funds. 

" (c) That, towards making good the 
Supply granted to His Majesty, for the 

[.ilfr. Macartne,y. 

s0rvicc of the year 1917-18, a further 
sum not exceeding £1,365,100 be granted 
from the moneys standing to the credit 
of the loan fund account. 

"(rZ) That, towards making good the 
Supply granted to His Majesty, for the 
"ervice of the year 1916-17, a supple­
mentan- mm not exceeding £320,809 13s. 
be granted out of the consolidated 
re\enue fund of Queensland, exclusive of 
the moneys standing to the credit of the 
loan fund account. 

"(e) That, towards making good the 
Suprly granted to His ::\1ajest;·, for the 
serviCe of the year 1916-17. a supple­
mentary sum not exceeding £560,980 13s. 
be granted from the trust and special 
fund". 

"(f) That. towards making good the 
Supply granted to His Maje,ty, for the 
son-ic<• of the year 1916-17, a supple­
mentary sum not exceeding £180,818 6s. 
4d. be granted from the moneys standing 
to the credit of the loan fund account. 

"(rl) That, towa.rds making- good the 
Supply granted to His Majesty, on 
account, for the service of the vear 
1918-19. a sum not exceeding £500.000 be 
gr"nted out of the consolidated revenue 
fimd of Queensland, exclusive of the 
moneys Fhnding to the credit of the 
loan fund account. 

" (h) That, towards making good the 
Supply grante-d to His Majesty, on 
account, for the service of the vear 
1918-19. a sum not exceeding £250,060 be 
granted from the trust and special 
funds. 

" (i) That, toward' making good the 
Supply grante·d to His Majesty, on 
account. for the service of tbe. year 
1918-19. a sum not cxce<eding £150,0o'O be 
granted from the monevs standing to the 
credit of the loa:o fund. account." 

HoN .• J. TOL::\HE pointed out that para­
graphs (17). (h), and (i) did not moet with 
his apprm-al, but he would not go over the 
ground he went over last night and to-day. 
}J.o only rose for thE' pm·pos!' of again making 
Iris protest ;;_gainst the unconstitutional prac­
tice which the House was adopting, and 

which was so subversive of good 
[9.30 p.m.] Government, and could be made 

an instrument for wrongdoing 
in the hands of an unscrupulous Govern­
ment. He entered his protest on behalf of 
himself and those who were sitting on the 
Opposition side of the House. 

OPPOSITION ~.IE1!BERS: Hear. hear ! 
Que• tion put and passed. 

The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN 
reported that the Committee had come to 
C8rtain re_o:olutions. 

'fhe TREAS'CRER : I beg to move-That 
t 1Y' re(,olution b0 PO\V received. 

Question put and P'lS"·Cd. 
The SPEAKER: I su<rgest that the House 

take the resolutions as read. 
HONOUR.\BLE ME'rBERS : Hear. hear! 
The ,.,.,olutions w0re agreed to by the 

Home. 

APPROPRIATION BILL, No. 4. 

FIRST READING. 

The TREASURER prescntc·d a Bill 
founded upon the resolutions, and it was 
rrqd a fir • .t tinw. 
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SECOND READING. 

The TDEAS"CRER: I bog to move-That 
the Bill lJC' now read a eecDnd time 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: I rise to prote't against 
th<:- second reading of the Bill, for the 
reasons I have already given. It is ultra 
vires the Constitution, and subversive Df 
2·ood Government, because it contains an 
0minently bad principle, and I consider it 
my duty to oppose it at every stage. I am 
nnt going to go beyond expressing-on behalf 
<Of myself and those on this side-our strong 
di,apprm·al, and our fear that it i9 going 
to result in the misgovernment of the State 
of Queensland. 

Question put and pas,ed. 

COMMITTEE. 

Clause 1 put and passed. 
On clause 2-" Appropriation"-
HoN. J. TOLMIE: He again entered his 

prot':3t against the passing of clause 2 of the 
Bill, which containe,d an unconstitutional 
principle, which should be reprobated by 
every member cf the Committ<ce who believed 
i11 good and sound Govenuncnt. 

Clause put and passC'd. 
'l'ho remaining clauses and schedules were 

passetl without discut,ion. 
The House re•,umed. The CHAIRMAN 

reported the Bill without amendment, and 
th~ report was agreed to. 

THIRD Hnmxc. 

The Bill was read a third time, and 
ordered to be transmitted to the Legislative 
Council for their concurrence by message 
in the usual form. 

LOCAL AUTHORITIES ACTS AMEND­
ME:i'T BILL. 

CoxsiDERATIO::-< IN Co>r:UITTEE OF LEGISLATIVE 
Cm;xcrL's AMENDMENT. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION moved-That the Committee 
agree to the Legislative Council's amendment. 

(!uP,tion put and passed. 
The House resumed, and the Bill was 

orcL red to be returned to the Council by 
rn(:ssage in the usual form. 

PUBLIC WORKS LAND RESUMPTIO:i' 
ACT AMENDMENT BILL. 

CoNSIDERATTON IN CoM:WITTEE OF LEGISLATIVE 
CouxcrL's ME">,AGE OF 4TH DECEMBER. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTIO='J moved-That the Committee do 
not ineist upon their disagre<Jllent to the 
amendment upon which the Legislative 
Council insisted. 

Question put and passed. 

'I'he House resumed, and the Bill was 
ordered to be returned to the Legislative 
Council with message to that effect. 

\YOONGARRA TRA:.\1WAY BILL. 

The SPEAKER reported the receipt of a 
ml'ssage from the Legislative Council re­
turning the Bill without amendment. (Hear, 
hear!) 

STATE IlWN .\ND STEEL WORKS BILL. 
::YIESSAGE FRo;;r CouNCIL. 

The SPEAKER reported the receipt of the 
following message from the Legislative 
Council:-

" l\1r. Speaker,-
" Tho Legislative Council having had 

under consideration the message of the 
Legislative Assembly of date 4th Decem­
ber, relative to the State Iron and Steel 
W arks Bill, beg now to intimate that 
they-

" Insist on the omission of the words 
in cl a use 3, lines 12 to 16, and on the 
insertion, in lieu thereof, of the words on 
lines 16 to 19-because the amendrr_,ent 
is in accord with the amended title of 
the Bill and will give the Government 
full m'eans, power, and opportunity for 
establishing State coke, iron, and steel 
works; 

" Insist on their amendments in clause 
3, lines 40 to 42, and lines 53 to 55-
because it is a most reasonable one and 
quite necessary to keep the transaction 
within the powers conferred by the Act; 

" Insist on their amendment in clause 
3, page 3, lines 16 and 17-because it is 
reasonable that the owner as well as the 
Government should have the ontion as 
to method of payment ; ' 

" Insist on their amendment in clause 
3, pa,,e 3, lines 55 to 57, for reasons 
previously assigned; 

" Insist on their amendments in clause 
9 (.now 8)-because-

1. The original clause may be read 
to fSive to a 11Iinister or State officer 
authority to incur limitless expense 
free from any check or revision and 
without Parliament ever knowing of 
the amount or the specific objects of 
the expense ; 

2. The original clause would allow of 
secret agreements, unknown to P arli a­
ment and dangerouF to the nublic 
interests; ~ 

3. ::\foney already spent without sanc­
tion of Parliament should be plainly 
set forth in a schedule to the Bill; 
"In·i,st on their amendment in clause 

10 (now 9)--because some reasonable limit 
is required for an initial grant to test 
the ore deposits, indicate a site, and 
carry through any preliminary '"ork that 
may be found necessary before next Par­
liament meets; 

" Insist on the insertion of new clause 
11, for reasons previously assigned; 

"Insist on their amendment in the 
title OlY_,itting the words ' and other indus­
tries. and for other purposes '-because 
otherwise the title would not be in con­
formity with the sections of the Bill; 
and 

"Do not insist on their am~ndrnent in 
clause 3, page 3, lines 50 to 53." 

The consideration in Committee of the 
Council's message was made an Order of the 
Day for to-morrow. 

RPECIAL ADJOUR~ME~T. 
The TREAE\URER: I b~>g to m'ove-That 

the House. at its rising, do adjourn to half­
past 6 o'clock p.m. to-mcrrow. 

Question put and passed. 
The House adjourned at five· minutes to 

10 o'clock p.m. 

Hon. E. G. Theodore.] 




