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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

MONDAY, 3 DECE1IBER, 1917. 

The PRESIDENT (Hon. W. Hamilton) took 
the chair at half-past 3 o'clock. 

TREASrRY BILLS BILL-GOVERN-
~fENT LOANS SINKING FUND 
TE~1PORARY SUSPENSION BILL­
OPTICIANS BILL. 

ASSENT. 

The PRESIDE?\T announced the receipt 
of mes·ages from the Governor, conveying 
His Excellency's ,,ssent to these Bills. 

PARLLUi:ENTARY BILLS REFEREN­
DUM _-\CT. 

Sc:B:\rrssrox OF CouNciL's A~:END1IENTS IN 
RErEREXDcM-AcKNOWLEDGMENT OF REso­
Lt:TIO:\ BY H01IE DEPARTl:ENT. 

The PRESIDENT rcport-'d that the resolu­
tion ag-r• ed to bv the Council on the 27th 
l\ovember, re!atin'g to Bills which may, under 
the rrovi ,ions of section 4 of the Parliamentary 
Bills Referendum Act of 1908, be declared 
to have bqcn "lost," was forwarded to the 
Hen , Sccrt:'tarv and that a formal acknow­
ledgment, und;;r date 30th November, had 
been received from the U ndcr Secretary to 
the Home Dcpartn.cnt. 

PAPERS. 

The following papers, laid on the table, 
were ordered to be printed:-

Report of Registrar of Friendly Societies 
and Building Societies. 

Rc;Jort of the Auditor-General under the 
Supreme Court Funds Act of 1895. 

REGULATION OF SL'GAR CAl'\E PRICES 
_\CT A::\.1ENDMEXT BILL. 

n1EssAGE rRmr . \ssE'\IBLY, Ko. 2. 

The PRESIDENT mnounced the receipt 
frm.1 the Acsembl" of a mE",Sn(ie stating 
tha'" thev did not insic-t on their disagreement 
v:ith that portion of clause 6 contained in 
lines 43 to 5~. page 6, and agreed to the 
further amendrncnt proposed by the Council 
in line 39 after the word " owner." 

JOIXT COMMITTEES. 

Coxnxc:urox nc:RIKG REcEss-i\lESSAGE 
_R031 ..\ESDIBLY, 

Tho PRCSIDBXT announced the receipt 
from the Ll·c;-isl.!tivo Ac.;embly of a me,sage 
concurring m the Council's re··olution of 
30th 2'\m'0mbcr, providing for the continu· 
a ne~ of the fnnccions of the Joint Library 
Coumitte•., the J"oint Refr,oshment Rooms 
Committee. a'1d the Joint Buildings Com­
n1itt~·~' <J.:..uing the reccqs, 
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PUBLIC \YORKS LAXD RES"C::\IPTION 
ACT A11EXD11'ENT BILL. 

CmnnTTEE. 
(Hon. lL F. Taylor in the cbir.) 

Clause 1-" Short title and construction of 
_4_ct "-put and pa~c,,ed. 

On clause 2-" A .. merulmcnt of S[cfion .~ "­

Hox. T. J. O'SHE~\. asked the illinister to 
give SOl'-H~ explanation of the reason for the 
introduction of th~ amendment. \Vha t had 
happc-,ed in the pa,t that necessitated the 
introduction of the Bill, and was the1·e any­
thing behind it that was not apparent on 
the face of it? 

Thcc SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon. A. 
J. J one : \Yheu moving the second reading, 
he explained the obje0t of the Dill, which 
\Vas pretty well ,et out in that cl •use. On 
thl" se,·ond reading the Hon. :'.fr. O'Shea and 
Jthcr !:on. member:, rai:,od the point as to 
whc·ther it \Vould not b•' \Vi'e to have "' 
-definitipn of ·· ton1ship," Rnd he thon:;ht it 
Jnizht 'n1cE.t the- ,,-i:~hes o£ hon. n1cn1bcr} if 
the'· inserted at the end of the clause the 
\\'Ol:ds-

•• under anY law in force for tht' time 
l•dn~~: rclat{ng to to\Vll", tovYn sites, to,vn~ 
sl1ip rescrycs, or tov n~~-_lipF. '' 

Ho:1. T. J. C'SHEA: But what has hap­
pened in th, past th·- ~ nece--itc.tes the intro­
duction of the Bill ? 

The SECRETARY FOR :'.liXES: Nothing 
had happened in th" past. except that the 
GovE't'nincnt \Vantcd sin!ilrs pO"\Yers to resume 
la.nd nlon:r rr.i]v;a:v lines for to,Ynship pur~ 
po·ec. h those they already possessed in con­
nection \•:ith the remmption of land for rail­
"\Ya:v purpc "e~ .. 

Hon. F. T. BREXTXALL: The\' have "'Cneral 
pO\wrs of resumption for that· purpose~ under 
the· R . i lwa~··" Act. 

Hon. T. J. O'SHEA: \Yere ';nu oYer blocked 
in the· r£·sunlp:_ion of land fOr tovvnship pur­
pose~: 

The SECRETARY FOR :\IIXES: Ho 
was not a\Yare t 11at they had been blocked 
in a.ny way. 

Hon. P .• T. Lnny: Will the Bill do anv 
good. or i it like most of the other Govcrn­
Inc·nt nH 'lsnrE" ? 

Th·.' SECRET.\.RY FOR J\IIXES: The 
GoYfl'l1~ncnt wou~d not haYe introduced the 
Bill iJ theY had :.ot thou£!·ht it wouid do some 
~ood. · ~ 

lion. T. tT. fl'f;T-~r-;:A: "S:: .... ou hrrve not shown 
·any nc.:c~3ity for it ~o far. 

Th' SECRETARY FOR .:'.11?\ES: When 
Sl)eakin on thll ,.,cond reading he inshnced 
ble t.own of r.;:::in3'al'CJ. Through the con­
stru tion of thC' :· ,ihY[l\, land that had been 
purcl1a ed frorn the Crown for 2P. 6d. per 
a.cre had bron o Pnhanced in value that 
eonwthing like £800 was reali,ed for a 
quarter of an acre, and the Governrnent 
wanted power to extend the provisions of the 
exisrin;; la\\' so that they might be able to 
rE"ume, land for town.-hip purpo~e', as well 
as for raihYay C'onstruction purpo~ 

Hon. P .• J. LEUIY: Would you take that 
I(ir:.gar'>Y I.· nd at the prc~railv:-ay value? 

The SECRETARY FOR ,:MIXES: :1\o. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: You would not con­
fiscate anything ? 

The SECRETARY FOR "IIXES: It was 
not ,, confiscatory proposal at all. 

Hcu. P. J. LEAHY: I am H!ry glad to hea~ 
that. 

Ho':l. T. 11. FL\LL: Everv re~un1ption 
would have to go before the Ioimd Court? 

The SECRETARY FOR }1IXES: Yes, 
the same as t'YerY oth<:"r rEsumption had to 
go l'dore the Land Court. It was JUSt 
extending the power that the Gon·rnmcnt 
now had wodcr the Public \Vorks Land _Re­
sumption Act with respect to land rcqmred 
for Government purposes. 

Hon. F. T. BRE!>;T!\ALL: Haven't the 
Governmed power now to n 'Ume land for 
public purposes? 

The SECRETARY FOR ~ IIXES: He did 
not think thcv had fc1· toW!J '~lip purposes, 
a.nd he thougl1t it was wise that they should 
he,ve that pov er. 

Hox. C. F. XIELSO:'i": He intimated the 
other eYening that he would prenare an 
"mendment on this clause. Under the Land 
),A of 1910 all land in Queensland was 
divided into three classes-country lands, 
subm·ban lando, and town lands. He moYed 
a.s au amcndnlent-

" That a !I the ''ords after the word 
' apart' on line 12 be omitted, with the 
vie<· of illo,ert}n(: v C"rtL:. ·a.; tO\Yll L -ld 
or suburban lalld v.,ithin r:1c n1c~ J~i~1g 
of the Land Act of 1910: PrO\·id·•cl th "t 
no rc~Hillpti(,·_;_ for the 1~str: tr··L -1 p~tr­
po~C'S shall take place out of any, ::epa~a~e 
portion or parceL the re> \YfL:"'n"l r 1~ 
le·''> than t< n acres, without the consent 
of the owner thereof, 1oor shall any s'!-ch 
resun1ption take pl~ce out of ~-ny porb?~ 
or parcel of land 1thout lenvmg remam­
ino- to the owner thereof an area of Eot 
le~ than ten acre~, ,t·".::C~pt by t:lc co~l­
sent of suC'h O\YllC'T. 

There was no authorit" nnder the Public 
\Yorks I .1nd He:mmplion Act to resume land 
for the purpo· e of -ubdividin.'?' it and re­
[elling it a<J rf'RidPntial. site-s, but the ~easure 
now before the Comm1ttre gave th" lio,·ern­
mcnt t;o'·"".-(r to re -umc la.nd for fl""h purpo:":-CS. 
In m~nv tm·ns in Queensland they would 
r.£'e a ni·ivBtc r_\::-L~ence "\vith .' nice are~ of 
lnnd Surrounding it, and the'l·e ''?as no 
reason. if th,-, o·,,,ncr ,,-as prepared to hold 
hi land and pay his land taxe' and local 
authority rate·, why, because there was some 
pre···-nre brought to l>ar upon the Govern­
men' thee· . h'Juld hove power to resume that 
pi.ece' of fanc1 so as to spoil his rrivat? re:c.i­
clence. The rdorc, he had pronded m the 
nmenrlmcnt thc,t, if the arP' was greater 
than 10 r:cl'es, th.~ owr:C'r should be 
left 10 acres aftc>r resumption. unless he 
consented to take a 1e;;:ser area. The 11inister 
spok0 of ne"\v rail··~·a~· lines: Such lines -,·ere 
111t n-oinD." through to-wnships, hut \Vould go 
t"hro,:;~h '~ountr:· lands. 1Pd, if a man had 
an agr;culturar" frrn1 along the raihvay. it 
\Yonld have an area of 160 acres or more~ a.nd 
under the Rll1C':Jdment the Government could 
re 'Umc 150 acres and lean• the O\Ynrr 10 
Rcn . He could quite irr·agine th!'t there 
were around Brisbane, houses bmlt in a 
paddock nf 7. 3. m· 9 acres. and that 
1 eople h1d lived there for years .. an :=I there 
w~:s no :!.'CD~on v1h'·, because an n~ptahon ~;as 
,R:t f up to have that land cut up 1~to sn1~L1er 
areas. am· Government should yueld to the 
r rritation ·and cut up the land into smaller 
allotment withmit the consent of the owner. 

Hon. C. F. N1'elsrm.] 
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The 8ECRETARY FOR 111::\ES: The 
an1,end.:.-aent \vas rather a cumbersome onQ, 
and '·' ould restrict tlB operation of the Bill, 
'and, therefor<'. he did not propose to accept 
it. Under section 4 of the Public Works 
Land Resumption Act the Government had 
power to resume land for all public purposes, 
with the exception of the purpose of estab­
li ·hing a township. The object of the 
Government in introducing this measure was 
to extend the power given by the Public 
\Vorks Land R<>sumption Act of 1906 to 
land which was " to be set apart, taken up, 
occupied, and used for township settlement, 
townships, and township purposes." To 
make quite clear what was intended, he had 
off: red to insert at the end of the clause the 
following words:-" Under anv law in force 
for the hme being relating t; towns, town 
sites, township reserves, or townships." If 
that amcndrr•ent were accepted, the land 
could only bn resumed for township purposes 
under any law in force for the time being. 
Section 9 of the 11iners' Horr.·estead Leases 
Act provided that-

" If no township has been dulv con­
stituted within a mining field, tlie warden 
shall report to the . Minister upon the 
nc_,_essrt:c,~ or other,vrse of reserving a 
town ~ite, or town sites before issuing 
any mmer s hom·cstead lease." 

T9ere was a c imilar provis_ion in the Sugar 
\\ orks Act of 1911. The obJect of the amend­
ment was to restrict. the power of the 
Governn .. 0nt in resuming land to areas of 
more than 10 acres, and that would render 
the Bill perfect!:;· useless. 

Hox. C. F_. XI~LSO~: If the hon. gentle­
man would rm·csbgate the matter, he would 
find that there were suburban allotments of 
2 acres,, 5 acres, or 10 c•cres all over Queens­
land. They had b0en sold on the outskirts 
of towns lilw Toowoomba, Warwick, Bunda­
berg, and Maryborough, and wer0 nrobablv 
a little distance out of town. At B1inda berg 
he knew some such allotments which were 
probably 3 miles from the' post office. 
The~- were known as suburban blocks, and 
had been sold b~- the Government as such 
for suburban residences. The are3. of 10 
acros mentioned in his amendment was taken 
bt'cause he knew of blocks of 10 acres which 
were recog-nised by the law as suburban 
bloc!<~- ~nder the Bill, if a certain road 
cntswe Brr>b'!ne became a popular residence 
acre, anc! pnvate owners had cut up their 
land until they had reached the suburban 
hlock<, an agibtion might take place to get 
the Govec·nment to resume those suburban 
blocks and cut them up into £-acre blocks. 
That would be a wrong thing for the Govern­
ment to . do. ~ t was 'l good thing- in a 
countr;~· hke this, where land was plentiful, 
to allow the pr ople plenty. of air ancl plcmt;v 
of elbor rooH;. But this measure would 
ena_l-)e Jhe Government to do the very thing 
whicll they preached ag-ainst, and that was 
h bnY land ancl subdiYide ·it into sJI<al!er 
arf .:ts for ':,nburban rf'sidences. . 

The SECRET.\RY FOR J\IIXES : The G'overnment 
ar" not t~oing to do that, 

Hox. C. F. ::'\IELSOX: He was d-'d to 
he·:\1' that. J;l:c 1\·onld like to SCf' the Govorn­
ment pa" a law •.-hi<"h would preycnt anv land 
beiw" subdiYided into smaller allotments than 
a qua1:tor oJ an acre for rcsidentjaJ purposPR, 
but this me<l'Ul'•' ,.-ould prccticall:. enable the 

[Hon. A. J. Jones. 

Govern1nent to berornc snbdividers of la~1cl. 
The :\linister talked of a r.ew 

[4 p.m.] railway line. A new railwav line 
was not likelv to touch tmn!land 

or suburban land. Supposing a station were 
required about 6 miles from eithe1· termiml'' 
of a new railway. It •vould de,>end on the 
grading where the station should be. The 
railwav survevcrs 1Yould sav trrat "5 miles 54 
chains·, was the place for· the station. The 
GoYernment required pow<'r to resume suffi­
cient land at 5 miies 5~ chains for the pur­
poses of settlement. and he had nothing 
·against that. If it were rn·ivate land, a man 
would be living there in nine cases out of 
ten, and, if he desired to remain living 
there, all that the amendment si!id \Yas that 
10 acrF'. should be left to him. If he were 
not living there, be would consent to the 
whole lot being resumed for township pur­
poses. In ninety-nine cases out of a hundred it 
woul·cl be a holding of 160 acrt's that thf' 
Governnwnt would touch. so that there could 
not be hardship in lea.-ing the man a 
reasonable are,'1. to Jiye ,on, and thEJt area 
had already lwen £c•cognised l··:,~ the 15ovenl­
ment in the Loancl Act to be 10 acres. Even 
supposing that th.e Government wanted to 
rf'"·Ul11C' 10 acrf's of a. n1an's. nri;;atc~ rrardPn. 
There was no reo.son 1Yhv thf·~· could ;;ot find 
a site sonle\Yherc cl~0. It eo1i1d not be :!.nore 
than 18 chains , on are. and 10 chain~ v:~ould 
be neither here n~r there in the requirement~ 
of a township. He considered that hi" 
amendment in tlv1t respect was absolutely 
modest and reasonable. The Minister sai·d 
thev had no inttmtion of snbdi.-iding land. 
vYhat was the intention • At "ny rafe, they 
had the pmver. immf'diately they saw an 
C'State advertised, to resume it and say. "\Ve 
,,-ill cut it up and sell it on the perpetual 
lease S\'stem." If that ,,-ere the in•0ntion 
the.- should know it. If it were not the 
intention, ,.-hv leave the Bill in such a form 
that that intc'rpc·etation could be put on ;: ? 

Box. P. J. LEAHY: The arc1. of 10 acres 
\Ya~ nnt too n1uch in country district~. nnd 
he emirelv agrcc·cl with the I'!on. :Ylr. ~iel­
son in that ·- respt" t. He could, ho~YeYer, 
cone~ i.-e that it _night be too mu eh m the 
case- of a ~;ity. l-Ie \Yon1d sug·ge"-t to the 
Hon. :\lr. 'C\ielson that he might well con­
sider whether !J,~ ou!Eht not to~ make ~ dis­
tinction between the :orea in the rountr:; and 
the area in a citv. He tltoug·ht his grounds 
we're .-en- strol1'!. and, in fact. difficult. to 
answer sO far aSJ residenti J.l areJs ·were cc n­
cer;wd. and ther<' rcall;; vca~ a d ,n~e1· that 
the Governn1ent might con1e in and, Y:.':•rhaps, 
take land which a man v·anted to cut up 
himsE'lf. If there were a bona fide need for 
allotnlC:nts. aLc1 the O\VllC"!.' \YGnlr1 not 1nake 
the land availnble, there wa.:.~ no TE'Eson -..vhy 
the Go.-ernment ,honlcl not h'lYC the neces· 
sar~- power, ;_1rovided they left him a r€ason­
ablc area. 

·Hox. G. S. CFRTIS: It seem0d to him to 
1 J a verv unfair thinr:r to ~[ve the Govern­
n1ent rhev rio·ht to tal/c Iarld in ordc'r that 
thev might ~ake a larze profit out of it. If 
tht>l't> ' .. 'as to be a. large :o,-ofit. it shuuld 
be!onr;- to the man who houi(ht from the 
Cro"\vn~the original Crown ':."rant(':.. ThrouL'J'l 
the {1evelopn1ent of the country, {lnd the 
increase in settlenH~nt, it h.:· d. pc:>:h:"' ps, 
increased in Yalue. ~,nd that should ~lelong 
to the man ,,-ho had the enternrisc <md fore-­
sight to lH1rchase. If sub~equCntly the-re \V,"lS 
a c1e:nnnc1 for t'~w land for su>di..-i;;.ionnl pur­
poses, it s!wuld be subdivided by the ow~ner. 
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If power were given to the Government to 
do \vhat they proposed, at all events it 
should be limit<'d in the way sugo·ested bv 
the Hon. :\fr. ~ielson. It '"1s a"' qu~·tion 
whether the Government should have power 
at all to resume private land in opposition 
tC! th.e wishes of the owner, sim;1ly for sub· 
divisiOnal purposes. If it were for railway 
or other pubhc purposes, it was of course 
a different matter altogether. It had to b~ 
ren1cn1bored, too, that in a great man\ 
instances t.here '.,·as not an incrmnent ill 
value, but a decrement. It was not sug· 
gested that the Crown should in such a case 
return any of the monev orio-inallv received 
from the purchaser, :tnd whe~1 the'i·r was an 
increment why should not the Crown grantee 
have the benefit of it? c 

Hox. T. ~EVITT: He would not say tbat 
the Hon. J}lr. Kielson was trvino- to miolead 
but he thought that the effect' whlch the "Hon' 
Mr. );'ielson had placed befor<' the Com~ 
mittee as likely to result was erroneous. 
Although he was nut in the confiden<" of the 
:::\linister or th0 Gm'ernment, he under-;tood 
that the Bill meant this: At the present time. 
under the Public \Yorks Land Resumption 
Act. the Government. had only the poH'er to 
take land for public purposes. The Bill 
C:\ tended that principle so us to enable the 
Governn1en~ to take up Jand and cut it up 
for township purpose,. Take the Bm·nett 
Railway. It was ·a well,known fact that 
l!ttle townships. spra';lg up all along that 
lme-::\lurgon, V\ onda1. and Kingaroy. Had 
the GoYernment at the time the railwa v 11 as 
being bui)t re.,umed all, or a great po.rtion, 
of the priYatC' propertv within a reasonable 
distance of both sides of the railwav line at a 
f<1ir and reasonable compensation. t'hey would 
not have seen the extraordinarv resulh 
which have occurred. It could not be .·aid 
thal the Government, wheneyer thE·y 
resumed. had not tnated the owners on 
fairly liberal terms. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: The Land Court decides 
that. 

Hox. T. ~EVITT: The Government were 
l.'lways prepared to pav what the Court 
decided, so that there was no danger of the 
owner being robbe-i. or of having his pro· 
pcrty taken from him at less than its value. 

Hon. G. S. Cl:RTIS: \Vhy not give him the 
pnce he would get at a subdivisional sale? 

Hox. T. ::\EVITT: Because there •votdcl 
be no sale until the railv. ''V was constructed 
and until it was constructed nobod•· woul<I 
dream of subdividing the Lmd into allot­
lnents, b('cause no to\vnship \Votlld snrin[',' up. 
Any fair-minded man must come to' the~ con­
clusion that, when public money was spent, 
and created a value, surely that value ·hould 
belong· to the public. As the ::Yiinister had 
mentioned, a big portion of the land at 
I{ingaroy v, as takcu up at 2P" 6d. ptr ..tcre, 
and since the railway we'· extended in come 
case,; it was eol<l as high as £800 per k·acre. 
\Yh01t gave it that value? Nothino- in the 
world but the building of the railw~y. The 
BiTI would nwrt'ly enable the .. Government to 
takt• 50, or 100, or 200 acre,,, as tho case 
n1ight he, subdivide it into reasonable urea3 
for busin<>S "itcs and suburban allotlnent", 
and so on, and then that publicly created 
value would belom to the public inst.oa{l. of 
to a privat0 incliYidnaJ. That \ve.s fair and 
right in principle. At the nme time. he 
was Y\ith any hon. member in trying to 

prcsenc the rights of private individuals. He 
would be the last in the world to suggest t.hat 
any private individual, si.mply because he 
had invested his money m real property, 
•-hould have it confiscated. Give him a fair 
\'alue when it was resumed, but beyond that 
nobodv should expect more. If there were 
another fault in the amen(lment, it was the 
fixing of the area. at 10 acres. The result 
might be that the township would have to 
be extende<l into an unhealthy place, and 
for ever posterity would have to suffe1:. The 
hon. member had referred to the residences 
in Bundaberg. and poHi~ly, he said, the 
same thing applied to Bnsbane. H.e (:\lr. 
:::\evitt} did not think it was the object of 
the Government to resume any land in 5,acre 
blocks. It was to larger areas that he thought 
the principle \Yould apply. He thought that 
they should adopt the Bill as it stood, on 
seYeral grounds. 

Ho:-;. T. J. O'SHFd: At first sight he 
was a bit dubious abo'Jt the amendment, 
but the Minister .assured him that it l~ad 
no othe.,· object than to f:1cilitate the acqUisi­
tion of land which had bceen alienated. He 
did not object to that, nor did .he think that 
the precaution the Hon. Mr. Nwlson sought 
to inser~ \-'i..US nece:::sar:v, because there was 
already provision. in the principal Act for 
paying con1pcn::atwn for ~damagt- caused by 
severance as well a. fc•r the area actually 
re•- umed. He th-Jught the courts . had 
always rccori·niscd that it ~vas _only fair tC! 
grant reasonable conl.!)C'!l'::\hon 1r. rcspect ot 
seYerance. 

Hon. C. F. :'\IELSO~: That was not th_e 
kind of seYPrance the court"" took note ot. 
The cases rhev took not<) of wer<o where land 
v:as split in t\vo. 

Hox. T. J. O"SHE~' ' He quite apnre· 
ciated that. The Hon. ::\lr. J'\Iclson send 
tha+ if a mar. harl a 50-acre block and th0 
CrC:,~n want~d 10 acre, of it, the Cro\Yn 
,.honld be compelled tG tnke the whole 50 
acres. 

Hon. C. F. :'\IELSOX' :;\io; I put it the 
other wav about. I mic: that, if thf'y took 
40 acres,· they should be compelled to take 
the othe1· 10. 

Hox. T. ,T. O'SHEA: He could not see 
the difference. He did not think the Go· 
v-ernment should be cmn]wllcd to take land 
thev did ne>t want. aJtd they should be 
entitled to take what they. require~ up~:>ll 
payment of fL1ll compe:~s~twn for ll1JUl'IES· 

sustain(d through se\·ct.:tncP as \Yell as for 
the value of the land r nned. Ile thought 
the present ),et proY id "' for . that. . .The 
object caught to. be attallll·d by the .:'..\Imst.er 
could bo achie''' cl \YHLou' the (hfhcultieS 
\Yhich sunoundcd rh0 Lill, and he would 
sug,.est to the ~Iinist• r tlw advisability of 
.achi~Ying his objl"t by alt0rin(' the yara­
gr.lph \Yhich it wLt5 propo . .:,?d to Insert 111 the 
r:rincipal A~: to read-

" to be set a mrt. subdivided, alienated, 
takE'n up, ol-~upied. leased, and used as 
town lands or suburban lands." 

That would g-iv-e th2 Gm·ernment ~he, right 
to rcsun1e .a.ny l~nd they req;1ue-a for 
suburba!l lands or to''·n l·nds. 'Ihose \Yer';' 
the only lanrls known tc. law that woulo 
at all .:oincidc with eh,, \YOrd ''township." 
The amFnclaicnt he sugg-psted would enable 
the ?vlinistry to dispose of lands so re ·ume·<1. 
under their pet perpetual lea.sehold sy~tem; 
He doubted "·hethr-r thl· B1ll a• prmten 

Hon. T. J. O'Shea.] 
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1vould allow that to )),, done. In fact, it 
<ciid not make provisio!l for the alienation 
of the land they reSll'n<'d at all, although, 
.cnco laJ1l1 got into the 1wnd~ of the Goyern· 
ment, hey had the ri:•<r;t to alienate that 
land in any way th~oy chc-e. If the Gov•,rn­
ment desired to acquine land for raihyay 
purposes, they could aLo rt-c:~Un1e an al'ea 
for to\vnship purposes altd call it a railway 
ru•<erve or !:>y any other n&rne they liked. 

Hon. C. F. J:\IELSON: They do that very 
often. 

HoN. T. J. O'SHE;A' Once the Crown got 
the title, "·het her in the name of the Crown 
>Or in the nctme of the Commissioner for 
Railway,, there was nothing to stop them 
£ron1 dispo.:;ing of it a:-5 p~?rpetual lease.-: or 
m any other way they likca. 

Hon. T. NEVITT: In the past thEy have 
rot takt·n tiuflicicnt for tnwnship purposes. 

Ho;,r. T. J. O'SHEA: That was a blunder 
or, their part. but tho law was ,uflicientiv 
"idc to allow them to de, it. He was pn~­
IJared to rnake the Bill eve:1 n~ure effe:._:tive 
than th,., GGvernment wanted it to he, and 
for that purpo'''' h0 c.ubLJittcJ his nropoJn! 
to the J\IinLter. If the :VIini· ter w~re ;ne­
pared to acc;c:1t the arnendlnont he sug­
gested, the 311npler .,~·ay Y;;ouki be to onut 
the paragraph in tha Bill and imcrt his 
,cmendment. 

I-Im::. A. G. C. HA IYTHORI'\: Ho under­
stood frDhl th< ::Vlillictcr that the Bill was 
only intended to a~>ply i,n the countlry. 
where a. ~·aihYa:T vva, :-H'Hlf,' built nncl ·whcr8 
:110 provrs1on vras n1ade for a to,vnship. 

The SECRET<\RY FOR MIXES : Yes. 

HoN. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: If that 
were so, thBre ought to bo an an1endment 
precluding the Gon muent frnm api>l: ing 
the Bill to "land, in ;uH· citv con.tituted 
ur"der the Local Autho;·'t1os _{et or within 
10 milcc: then. )f, or in an:; town constituted 
under the Local Authn<iries "\et or within 
5 miles thereof." He d1~l not want to :<iYe 
the l\1inistcr pohor, as hn 'vould have uri.der 
th~ clause a.·-:_ jt stood, to acquire land in 
"-?Y suburb of. Brisb'w' or •C'ny other big 
City, anO rnakc rt Into a "':owushin ol his O\Yn. 
He ·did not think that would be' ·a fair thing. 

Hon. R. B• D?"ORD: Wh3· n<Jt, i: he pays 
.fair con1pens.at1on '? 

Hox. A. G. C. HA \YTHORK: He had h:1d 
:'athor a strange experience recentlv in con­
nection with the rbuuptions for the Terror's 
Cr,:~ 1 --: Railway. \Yhtn l:....nd 'Vab rcsun1ed 
th? Commissioner was s1..cpposcd to pay a hir 
pnco for tho land that he took for railwaY 
pur pc-se_., but in tho Terror'S Cr·eek case th0 
Crown successfully raisocl an issue thrt had 
nevf',: been ra1srd during the -whole tirno 
Que0nsland had been a btate-that, because 
the old c!Poch under which the land had beer. 
arquirecl from the <:;:rown did n'lt exprcoJy 
Eay that compen•,atwn hould be paid for 
1~nd r~sum-ed for ra}lway purpJses~ ne con1-
pensatwn was pay,·.blc, and they took the 
land and paid nothing for it. That was 
clone by tho present GoYernment for the 
fir'-t tin1e in sixt:;' yc.n·s. For a P'ood n1an\· 
years pa.t th,;,·e was ahv"cYS a clause ii1 
·deeds permitting the Crown to rbume 10 
acns out of evorv 160 acres for roads and 
railway purposes," but the purchaser of the 
selection did not pay anything for those 
10 acres ; but in the land r0sumed in 

[Hon. T, J. O'Shea. 

connection with the Terror's Creek Railway 
the purchasers had paid for the whole of the 
area included in the deed of grant. To a 
certain extent that "as an act of repudia­
tion, and he thought some amendment was 
necessary to provide against that kind of 
thing·, Seeing the ::VIinister said distinctly 
that he did not "ant power to do anything 
but to resume areas for township purposes 
along railway lines. they should expressly 
exclude city, town, and ouburban areas from 
the operations of ths BilL 

The SECRETARY FOR MIKES : The 
very thing that the Hon. }fr. Hawthorn 
suggested was being done by inserting at the 
end of the paragraph the words "under any 
law in force for the time being relating to 
towns, township sites, tovcnship reserves, or 
townships." The Parliamentary Draftsman 
informed hi.m that the only provisions re­
lating to townships in the present statute 
law of Queensland were contained in section 
180 of the Crown Lands A,ct, the Miners' 
Homc~tr,ad Leases Act of 1913, and the Sugar 
Works Act of 1911. The Hon. t'lir. Kielmn 
w ~s \\Tong in his contention that the Bill 
would apply to suburb~n allotments. It 
mi:'ht do so if the words he (:\lr. Jones) 
wished to insert were not inserted, but thosE' 
words \muld make it quite clear that the only 
ptE·pose to which the Bill would apply >Youlcl 
be new townships. The Government did not 
'vant po,vor to r,~sun1e pnrks in Brisbane 
and ether cities or suburban allotment,. 

Hon. C. F. XrELSOX: Your amendment >vill 
not stop you taking suburban allotments. 

The SECRETARY FOR }ll::\'ES: The 
amendment suggestc·cl by the Hon. :1-Ir. 
O'Shea was eyen wider than that suggf'sted 
bv the Parliamentarv DraftJman, >vhich 
\\:ould be quite sufficient to me.·t all con­
tingencie·'· 

Hon. T. J. O'SHt:A: You are still using 
the word "township " all over the shop 
without defining it. 

Th0 SECRETARY FOR MIKES: It 
would not be necessary to define it. 

Hon. A. H. PARXELL : \Vould you not con­
fine the Bill to land required for raih:ays 
or raihva.y purposes? Ace nrding to your 
amendment, you could reoume land any­
where. 

The SECRETARY FOR ::.II?\ES : On!~· 
for a new tov;nship, just as the;· could estab­
lish ·: new township under the :.l1iners' Home­
;ter.d Le,,se .. l~cL It wa-..., qui to \.vron~ to 
1.21iBYe that the Go,-crnment desired to inter­
fere with the cxistir,g arrangements beh>ecn 
tho CrmF1 and any landowner. 

Hon. T. J. 0' SHEA: If vou insert the words 
"country lane,~ .. " 'that ,V ill settle the point 
rr•i•cl by the Hon. ~Ir. Ha'-dhorn. 

Th' SECRETARY FOR MINES: L'nder 
Yariou< ~\cts the Go,-crnment could resume 
!an cl for tmrnship purposes. If a mineral 
field broke out, they might establish a town-

chip under the Mining Act away 
[4.30 p.m.] from any railway. If the clause 

•sec amended as he had sug­
gestPCl, the G'Yernment could only use the 
pmver d resmC>ption under the ]ay 3 in force 
for the time being. They had no desire to 
interfere with township or suburban allot­
ments. 
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Hox. T. J. O'SHEA: He thought the 
difficulty sugge.;ted by the Hon. ~Ir. Haw· 
thorn, and commented upon by other mem­
bers, could be got over by the insertion of 
four words, na1nely, " fron1 country lands 
ancl. '' Country lands were lands which were 
not classed as either suburban or tDwn lands, 
and his amendment, with the addition of 
those worcl>:.. would enable the Government 
to take country lands for township purposes. 
'The amendment, with the alteration he had 
suggested, would read:-

"to be set apart from country lands 
and subdivided, alienated, taken up, 
occupied, leased, and used as toy;n land 
or suburban land." 

He proposed to moye that amendment. 

Tlw C.f-L\IR:\IL\.N : The question before 
the Committee is-That the words proposed 
to be omitted stand part of the clause, and 
the hon. member's suggested amendment 
will not be in order at this stage. 

Hox. T. J. O'SHEA: The amendment he 
suggested would meet every difficulty which 
had been raised, and woul-d do all that v;as 
proposed be· hon. members, except the restric­
tion to 10 acres proposed by the Hon. 2'-.Ir. 
1\ic•Lon, which he did not think v. as wise. 
He honc.tlv did not think that the Bill was 
\Yorth anything, and he was of Dpinion that 
it would be just as well to drop it. 

Hox. F. T. BREXTNALL: lie had not 
hcar·d during the debate that there wa· am• 
urgent nocc'Ssity for this Bill. The Hon. 
Mr. 0' She a had struck the nail on the head. 
At the end of the session they were spending 
a whole afternoon upon a small Bill which 
a pp ea rod to be of very little use. If the 
mc,asure had no parti 0 ular end to serve, they 
v~' 0 l'C sirnply \Vasting their time discussing it. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I have pointed 
out that the object of the measure is to 
cnabl~ the Gm·ernment to ectablish townships 
prin~ipa 1!:· along railway lines. 

Hox. F. T. BRENTNALL: If the Bill was 
limited to that, he di-d not sunposo there 
"·ould be an:.· objection to it, but, as it now 
stood, the Government could take land anv­
where v:here there was a probability of 'a 
township being needed. A copper mine, or 
a tin mine, or a ,,~olfrarn mine, might be 
opened up, and the Government might want 
to est 1blish a township there. They had not 
discovered the mineral ; somebody else had 
discovered it; but the man who discovered 
it was to have no further right to that land. 
The Government could come in and take 
a\vay a portion of the land to which the 
discoverer had become entitled by ,,earohing 
it out and taking it up as a lease. 

The Sr:cRETARY FOR MINES: \Ve have that 
power now, unless the mineral is on private 
property, and then we would have to reoume 
the land. 

Hox. F. T. BREXTNALL: If a man took 
up land for grazing or cultivation purposes, 
and a railway was then built in the locality, 
\Vere the Government to c<Jme in under this 
Bill and take a portion of his land for town­
ship purposes? The railway was not bulit 
for formino,· townships, but to help the settle­
ment of the country. He objected to the 
Government discovering something some­
where which IllJO'Cle it advisable to establish 
a township with a good prospect of making 

something out of it when the poor man who· 
had beJel the land and toiled on it for years 
\Vas to have no finger at all in the pie. Th<> 
Committee really had no idea what was the 
object of this measure. Why was a measure 
like this. if it was as simple and innocent 
as it looked, delayed till the third last day 
of the session, when it could just as easily 
have been brought forward three or four 
months earlier? Unless he got further light 
on thr.e Sl\bject, he would not be prepared t<J 
vote for the Bill. 

Hox. E. \V. H. FOWLES: He would 
stron,:ly support the Hon. Mr .. O'Shea's sug­
gested amendment. 

The SErRETARY FOR MI:scEs: \Vhat about the 
words I han' suggested? 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: There was 
nothing at all in them. He did not think 
they g·ave the Government what they would 
regard as sufficient power. Indeed, it might 
well be questioned. whether the Bill gave 
the<n any more power than they had at the 
prc .ent time. If hon. gentlemen would read 
section 62 of the Local Authorities Act of 
19' :l, the•,- would find a list of the va,rious 
purposes· for which local authorities might 
ro-,ume land, and the purposr·1 mentioned 
included pretty nearly every purpose which 
was neccs>ary for a town. The only reason why 
the Government wi-,hed to pa1\S this Bill, so far 
as he could scn':o the position. was tha,t in 
layin.:; out new railways they 'vanted to be 
able to re·ume 20 acre· .. at one point for a 
township, 20 acres 10 miles further on for a, 
GoYcrmnent settlement, and 20 acres further 
on for another Government settlement. The 
amendment forecast bv the Hon. Mr. O'Shea, 
\Yould ,11low fer tha't. Under the Public 
\Vorks Land Rcm-Olption Act at the present 
time, the Government could stop in and 
resumf' 10 or 20 acres if thev wished to do 
so. They cnuld ro,-ume 2 acres for a lockup, 
especi<tlly at election time. (Laughter.) In 
the principal Act there were forty-four or 
forty-five purposes for which the Government 
could resume land. 

Hon. P. J. LrmY: They might want to 
re.;ume la.nd for a State hotel. 

HoN. R \V. H. FOWLES: They could 
start with a State hotel, then a lockup, and 
then a cemetery. He gave the Government 
credit for good intentions in introducing the 
Bill, because he thought they were going to 
follow on the American " hub" svstem of 
laying out townships. In America, they ·laid 
out now townships like the snakes of a 
wheel. The public buildings and halls were 
right in the centre of the town, and suburbs 
radiated from the c2ntre like the , pokes of a 
whrd. He thought the suggestion came in 
the Home Secretary's pocket from the Ade­
laide town-planning comerence. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : So it did. That 
was referred to by the Secretar? for Public 
Lands. 

Hox. E. W. H. FOWLES: If the Minister 
would look at the Public 'Narks Land Re­
sumption Act, he would scet,hat t~e Govern­
ment could re'•ume land for botamc gardens, 
for a lockup, cemetery, gasworks, hospita,ls, 
and other purposes. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : Do you say the 
Government should resume land for a, ceme­
tery and then use it for residential purposes?· 

Han. E. W. H. Fowles.] 
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Hox. E. \Y. H. FO\YLES: :1\o; but the 
Government had po\ver to resume land for 
fort~·-five different purposes. E,·eryone knew 
the :Mci!wraithian railway gridiron across 
Queenslrnd, which j)l'ovidcd for 10 square 
miles belonging to the Government and 10 
squa.rG miles for priva tc purposes. The 
Govc•rnment could do that at the present 
time. Ho would ·npport the aruendment 
forecast by the Hon. Mr. O'Shea. 

Quution--That the words proposed to be 
·omitted from clause 2 (Jir. T ielson' s am end­
men f) stand part of the clause-put; and the 
Committee divided:-

CO?S"TEXTS, s. 
'Hon. R. Bedford 

, W. R. Crampton 
, A. J .. Tones 
, H. C. Jones 

Teller: Hon. 

Hon. F. 1fcDonnell 
.. T. :'\'cvitt 
, G. Page-Hanify 
,. W . • T. Riordan 

R. Bedford. 

~OT~CONTE!iTS, 16. 

•Hon. F. T. Brentnall Hon. P. ,J. Leahy 
, J. Cowlishaw , C. F. 11arks 
, G. S. Curtis , E. D. :liiles 
, A. A. Davey , C. F. X.iE>lson 
, B. Fahey , T. ,J. O'~hea 
, E. W. H. Fow!es , A. H. Parnell 
, T. M. Hall ., b. H. T. Placi: 
, A. G. C. Hawthorn , A. H. 1Vhittingham 

Teller: Hon. P . • T. Leahy. 

Resolved in the negative. 

In division, 

The SECRETARY FOR ::.Vl:IXES asked 
for tho ruling of the Chairman on a point 
of order. He ca.lled " Content" because he 
wished the words to remain in the clause, 
and he wished to vote against the Hon. :Mr. 
Nielson's amendment. If he voted with the 
·"Contents," would he be voting against the 
amendment? 

The CHAIRMAN: Yes. 

Question-That the words proposed to be 
inserted (Jir. .Tir 1.wn's rtmendment) be so 
inserted-put and negativejl. 

Ho:-<. T. J. O'SHEA: The Committee had 
agreed to the words down to "apart" on 
line 12, a.nd he had certain words that he 
wished to insert in the blank that had been 
created. He mGvcd the insertion of the 
f?llowing words after the word "apart" on 
lrne 12 :-

" Subdivided, alienated, taken up 
occupied, leased and used as town lands' 
and suburban lands: Provided tha.t fo;. 
the. lastnamed purposes resumptions shall 
not be made out of town lands or subur­
ban lands as defined bv the Land Act of 
1910." -

That limited it to resumptions from countrv 
lands for town land and for suburban la.nd 
purposes. 

Amendment agreed to. 

The Council resumed. The CHAIR~TAX 
reported the Bill with an amendment. 'rhe 
report was adopted. 

[5 p.m.] ' 
THIRD RE.\DIXG. 

On ihe motion of the SECRETARY FOR 
MIXES, the Bill was read a third time, 
passed, and ordere-d to be returned to the 
Assembly by message in the usual form. 

[Hon. E. W. H. Fowles. 

LOCAL A'CTHORITIES ACTS A'}IEXD­
:\IEXT BILL. 

Co~DIII l_EE. 

(Hon. W. F. Taylor in the chair.) 

Claase 1 rnd~ and pa~.s 'd. 

On clause 2-" J.,ut? '"" .1t of section 
11;.9 "-

The SECRETARY FOR ;\IIXES: He 
1vished to get, in un arnendrnent giving the 
local ·authorities a sin1ilar right 1Yith respE'Ct 
to electric power as the clause gave thenl 
with respect to electric lig-ht. 

Hon. E. ,Y. H. FowLE~ : The two should 
go tog."thcr. That should 11ave been in the 
Bill. 

The SEC'RET~\RY FOR ::YH.:\'ES rnm·ed 
that tlll' following \Yards be aided to the first 
paragraph of the cl.ause :-

"and in the san1e section, after 'pol\-er.' 
w here>er that word occurs, the \vord' 
' (other than electric power)' are in­
sert0d." 

That paragraph of the clause would then 
read-

" In section 149 of the principJ.l Act, 
after the word 'Jio-ht ' wherever that 
word oc~ur,, the .;OJ:ds '(other than 
electric light) ' are inserted, and in the 
sa1ne section. after the 1vord ' po,ver.' 
wherever that ;\·ord occurs, the words 
' (o ~her than electric power) ' are 
inserted." 

Hox. T. J. O'SHEA asked the Minister to 
paraphrase t,he first paragraph of section 149 
of the principal Act as it would stand when 
the amendment made by the Bill was put in. 
He was sure the ::Ylinister did not know what 
would be the effect of the amendment. 

The SECRETARY FOR ME\ES: Under 
the existing Act the local authorities had not 
powe,· to instal electric light or any other 
light ·w·ithout buying out already existing 
companies. and the effect of the clause would 
be that the local authorities might instal 
electric light and enter into compefition ·'' ith 
the already existing companies. He wished to 
give the same privilege to the local authori­
ties with regard to electric power, such as 
running electric tramways. 

Hox. T. J. O'SHE_\ : The :Minister had 
attempted to give him oa. definition of section 
149 as it would stand with the amendment. 
He would like to aek the hon. gentleman, 
supposing a local authority wanted to start 
gas works, could it do so? 

The SECRETARY FOR ::\1IXES: Xo. 

Ho;-;. T. J. O'SHEA: What difference was 
there in principle? \Vhy should gas eo m· 
panics be protected and electric light com­
panies not bo simibrly protected? 

The SECRETARY FOR :\<liNES: There is no pro­
tection. 

Ho;-;. T. J. O'SHEA ;_ Thc'n, could the local 
authorities est·ablish gas works in :\Iary­
borough in opposition to the present com­
pany' 

ThP SECRETARY FOR ::YIJXES: They could 
establish electric light \\·orks in opposition to 
the gas colnlxtny. 

Ho;-;. T. J. O'SHEA: What was the dif­
ference' \Vhy should electric light com· 
panies be put in a worse. position than gas 
companies? If the Bill were passed, the 
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'local authorities <'Onld not ('r.tahlish £tas 
\Yor~;;:s in o~)~ >o:;irion to c,lectric light conl­
rw.nh'"· 

Thr• STREL\RY F~R :\Irc;Es: The people 
would not hnv gas lf thov c0uld o·ct f'le-c"~"1'iC light. ~ ~ ~ ~. ' 

Ho~. T. J. O'SHEA: It w.•s a mistake to 
tln;dc that. wi:en an ele~:ric light company 
<-anlC' along, t11e gas con1[mnv '\vent to the 
wa 11. The:: rau side by side: He did not 
want to obstruct the Bill. but it wouJ.d take 
a Phila~elphia lawyer, and a good one at 
that. to m!crpNt the section in the principal 
Act \Ynen It \Yas a1neude-d. 

. The S~CRET.\RY FOR :\IrxEs: I am s·1tisfied 
1t wdl ~-~ve th~ nece~sary power to enter into 
com;pennon with existing electric light com­
panH 

Ho:;. T. J. O'SHEA: When the Minister 
move:d the second reading- of the Bill he 
menh m0~ that the amendrncnt only applied 
to _the thud paragraph of >ection 149 of the 
prmc1pal Act, but, on close scrutinv, he 
thought it would apply to each of the· three 
p~ragraphs of the section. The clause pro­
':'ded that, "after the word 'light,' wherever 
t11at .'·' or~l occurs the words (other than 
ele~trrc light) are inserted." The word 
" light " occurred in the third line of the 
first paragraph, on the thir·d line of the 
second_ paragraph, and on the third line of 
the tl11rd paragraph of section 149. 

Th~ !'JECRETARY FOR :YIIJ'\ES asked 
pernns<wn to withdraw the amendment he 
had moved with a view to insert a previous 
amendment. 

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 

Th_e SE_CRETAJ:tY FOR :MINES moved 
th~ mserhon on !me 11 of the words " the 
t~n·~. paragraph of" bef?re the wor•d " sec­
hem. That would restnct the operation of 
the clause to the third paragraph of section 
149. 

Hoc;. E. W. H. FOWLES: The amendment 
w~u~d not bring about the object of the 
Mm1ster at all. Of course, if the hon. 
gentleman meant to restrict the operation of 
the clause ~o the third paragraph of section 
149, ?<> (l\lr. Fowles) ha·d no objection, but 
he W!sh<>d the hon. gentleman to know what 
he wa-, doing. 

The SECRETARY FOR ME\ES: The 
best way to facilitate business would be to 
po•·tpone the consideration of the clause to 
~iY•-' him an opportunity of looking further 
mto the matter. He therefore moved-That 
the Chairman do now leave the chair, report 
progress, and ask leave to sit again. 

Que<tion put and pasc.ed. 

The Councii resumed. The CHAIR:.IIAN 
reported progress, and the Committee 

·cbtained leave to sit again to-morrow. 

F AR:\1 PROD'CCE AGEXTS BILL. 

MESSAGE FRmi AsSE1!BLY. 

The PRESIDENT announced the receipt 
from the Assemblv of a mc··sage. intimatino­
tl~at they did not insist on their disagreement 
wrth tlw amendments in the Bill upon which 
the Legislative Council had insisted. 

BUXDABERG HARBO'CR BOARD ACT 
A:UEXD:\lE:\'T BILL. 

CO}D!ITTEE. 
(Hon. 1T'. F. Tay/or in the chrr.ir.) 

Clau-e 1-" Short title, condruction, and 
commc-cccmr. t of Act ,.__:.put and paseed. 

On clause 2-" Constitution of board"­
Hox. A. G. C. HA\YTHORX asked the 

}linister if the Bill was intend0d to bring 
the franchise into conformitv with that of 
the Cairns Harbour Boar.cl, \vhich was 
regarded <es the model harbour board so far 
a franchi-e was concerned. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIXES under­
stood that th0 Bill was intended to place the 
Bunclalwrg Harbour Board on precisoly the 
same footing as the Cairns and TownsYille 
harbour boards. 

Clause put and passed. 
Clause 3-'' Bq)[al of certain enactments" 

-put and pac.sed. 
The Council resumed. The CHAIR}!AN 

reported the Bill without amendment. The 
report. was adopted. 

MOTION FOR THIRD READIXG. 

The SECRETARY PUR :\IIXES: I move 
-That the Bill be now rer,il. a third .time. 

Hoc;. C. F. KI.F.'LSON: On Friday last, 
when this Dill was b.·f<H<' the Council for 
its second reading, I stated that I had 

iJeard of no request for the Bill. 
[5.3G p.m.] I then re,hl threE' telegTams to 

the House. unrl when the Council 
adjournE'd on Friday night I sent a note 
to Mr. 1'. E. Turner, Dr<'sident of the Bunda­
berg Chamber of Comuc.rcR, asking him to 
let me know \\·hcthel' i.hem had been any 
public request for this Bill. At the present 
time the Bunclaberg H:P'bour Board consists 
of nine members. One of those members is 
appointed lw the Gm-ernnr in Council, one 
by the ~Iunicipal Coun~il of Bundaberg. one 
by the Shire Council of \Voongarra, one b>' 
the Shire Council of Gc,cburrum, and one 
by the Shire Council of Barolin, and the 
other four arc elected by those who pay 
Lubour dues. The propcsal in this measure 
'S that the Governor in Council shall appoint 
two members of the bonr·c:, and that certain 
shires shall he r<>prcse'1ted by members who 
are elected by the raterrt:vers. and that those 
who pay dues shall no longer haye a Yote. 
In reply to my note, I ' Pcei ved the follow· 
ing letwr:-

" Bundaherg, ist December, 1917. 
"Dear Sir,-\Ve, the undercig-ned. 

state that we have r•o knowledge of any 
public demand for tl.e Bnndaberg Har­
bour Board Amending Bill now before 
the House. \Ye hecH' not the slightest 
knowledge that thf, Perry. Kolan, and 
Isis "hire councils desire representation 
on the Harbour Board. This is self­
evident in respect of the Kolan shire. 
seeing that tbat shire was not included 
in the Bill as first placed before the 
House, and prusun,al:I,, Isis has more 
communitv of inter•,s'c with :\Iarvboromrh 
in respect' of shipping trade. · ~ 

" \Ye protest ·ngamst the propos•'irl 
inclusion in the new Bill of two non­
elective members, as 1ve Sf'e no justifica­
tion for such. 

Hon. C. F. Nielson.l 
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"\Ye also em ph -,ti•cally protest against 
th-e idea of the board 1 etiriag as a whole 
at the end of the three vears' term, as 
the hoard should bP s col1tinuing entity, 
one-third retiring annually would insure 
this. 

" Yours ~a: t hfully, 
" PERCY E. TURXEk Pre,i-dent, Cham­

ber of Commerce. 
-"C. L. GIBSON, Chairman, \Voongarra 

Shire Council. 
" A. A. :'.IcGILL, ;Jhairman Bundaberg 

Harbour Board. 
" H. S SKYRI:>;G, Chairman, Barolin 

Shire CouaciL 
'' E;, T. A}!OS, J>r,-c,iclent_ Bundaberg 

:!\Iercantiie As--ociatwn. 
"The Hon. C. F. Nielsen, :M.L.C., 

"Parliament Hoc:~-, Brisbane." 

\Vith tbat docniTwnt 1 receivPd a 'covering 
letter saying tbat, owmg to the short time 
awtilabk and the Yerv aean· wet weather 
at Bundaberg on Saturday,' they had no 
c pportuni ty oi seeing the chairmen of the 
uther shire counoils. Oil'· of whom was 30, 
another 60, and anothcl' ~C mik' aw.1y. 'iVith 
regard to the inclusion of the Isis Shire 
Co·mcil, cycryone !mm-'s that the whole of 
the If'is produce i'-3 shipfJC·C Yi& ~laryborough, 
ar_d th,.t nothing f!:Oes through Bundaberg; 
ancl I a'n iJol'foc<Jy satr>ficd that, until the 
Bill was ta!Jlc·d in another place, the mem­
bers of the Isis Shire Council did not know 
that their shire W<ts inciuded in the Bill. 
Tl1P Kolan shire was ~Hnittcd from the Bill, 
and the people ney.-r protested against it; 
they did not know th ~ the Bill ''·as before 
Parli:duent. Thoro has bN-n no demand for 
the Jne:Eure, ar:_,l certri:nlv there need be 
no hurrv to nass it. Th~ constitution cf 
the bo'u:d as -propos-d in th9 Bill i· cum­
ber"olne. There are to be t~~n '11Cn1ber:::, and 
the chairn1::1n is to hn,,·c a casting vote. 
rr'bere is !10 rctson \V h:v the GoYt::rnment 
should have two members on the bo.1-rd. :i'\o 
hsrm can be done by rejocti:1g the Bill. as 
it -can be introdnctd again next se.?~~ion \Vhen 
the public lnve had au !opportunity of 
expref'sing their opinion upon it. For the 
reasons I g·ave last Fridav. which are sup­
ported by the lctt-'r I h,we just read, I think 
the third !'cading of the Bill should be 
rejected. 

Question-That the Bill be now read a 
third time-put; and Lhe Council diYi-ded ,_ 

CoNTEXTs, 9. 

Hon. R. Bedford 
W. R. Orampton 
-"-· .T. J ones 
H. 0. Jones 
L. McDona!d 

Hon. F. }fcDonnell 
, T. ~evitt 
, G. Pag-e-Hanify 
, W. J. Riordan 

Teller: Hon. T. C\evitt. 

C\oT-00NTENTS, 12. 

Hon. F. T. Brentnall Hon. A. G. C. Hawthorn 
G. S. Curtis 0. F. Marks 
A. A. Davey 0. F. Nielson 
B. Fahey T. ,T. O'Sirea. 
E. W. H. Fowles A. H. Parnell 
T. M. Hall A. H. Whittinglram 

Teller: Hon. T. M. Hall, 

Resolved in the negative. 

[Hon. C. F. Nielson. 

PHARHACY BILL. 

CO)Jl\IITTEE. 
(Hon. TV. F. Taylor in the chair). 

Clauses 1 to 9, both inclusin, put and 
passed. 

On clause 10-" Persons entitled to be 
registerecl "-

The SECRETARY FOR :.\liKES : He had 
intimated on Friday night that a certain 
amendment might be moved to meet the 
case of the herbalists. He had promised the 
Hon. Mr. ::vicDonnell that he would move 
an amendment, but since then he had found 
that it wac not necessary. The Bill did no~ 
affect the herbali•,ts in anv waY, and what­
ever rights they had at the' present time they 
would still have when the Bill was passed. 

HoN. F. McDONNELL: The Minister 
had promistd to ,move an amendment. He 
thought that the amendment to suit the 
wishes of the herbalists was to be moyea in 
clause 23, and he intended to bring it up 
when they rFached that clause. He unaer­
stood that the follo,ving amendment \\'aS· 

framed to suit the \Yishes of the herbalists, 
and was to be inserted after line 3 in clause 
22-

" Provided further thrtt the sale in any 
premi-.os bv anv herbalist or consulting 
herbalist of pu]:ely herbal medicines or 
medicinal herbs shall not be de·emed to 
constitute the carrying on of the business 
of a pharmaceutical ehemist.'' 

The Sccn<:TARY FOR }lrxES: That amend­
,ment was submitted to me. 

Ho:;;. F. 1\lcDO:l\"KELL: He under•·tood 
that that \vas th<' amendmt'nt that the herb­
alists wanted the hon. member to move .. 
Could the ::.\.Iinister give him an assnranr ·, 
that the Bill would allO\v the herbalist;; to 
carrY on their legitimate bu -inc:'s \Vithout 
anv- interferenca? He understood that the 
president of the Pharmacy Board had been 
approached. and that gentleman stated that, 
so far as the Phcrmacv Board were con­
cerned. the Bill in no \vav interfered with 
herbalists, and that they \\:ere not going to 
take any action or to institute any prosecu­
tions against th: herbalists. It was pointed 
out that the Bill was purely a Pharmacy 
Bill, and the herbalists were in exactly the 
same position as th'-'Y were under the or!ginal 
Act. (Hear, hear !) 

The SECRETARY FOR }/liNE:l: This Bill does 
not apply to them at all. 

Ho:-;. F. :McDOXNF:LL: \Vould the 
:1Iinister zi n• an assurance that no prosecu­
tion would be entc --ed against any h":'balist 
carrying out his legitimate bu:~:iness? 

Hon. T. J\1. HALL: He cannot guarantc& 
the law. 

Ho:;;. F. McDO:i'\NELL: The Minister 
could guarantee that the Bill would not do 
an:dhing that the oris;inal Act did not de. 

The SECRETARY FOR JI.'IIXES: I have already 
said that. 

Hox. A. G. C. HA WTHORX: A ea;' of 
hardship had been brought before his mind. 
A man had been practising as a chemist for 
seven or eight years, and had been manag­
ing a che,mist' s shop for the owner. He \\·a.-; 
p_ractically qualified to dispense prescrip­
twns, but, as he had not passed the examina­
tion in this country, he would not be quali­
fied under the Bill. They knew that bomceo­
pathic chemists could immediately be regis-
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tererl under the Bill as allopathic chemi ts. 
but this man, who had far more experience 
than the homepopathic chemist, could not 
ho registered. vVas there any possibility ol 
this man, who had had six or seven years' 
adual practice as a chemist, being registered 
umler the Act. 

Hox. A. A. DA VEY: He was very pleased 
to heu the Minister express the opinion he 
did with regard to' the herboJists. He was 
glad that tbe herbalists would be able to 
continue their busin€SS under the present Act 
just the s.nne. If that had not been ·O, lw 
would have supported an amendment to pro· 
vide that the Act would not interfere wit;, 
herbalists. He understood that the herbal­
ists did not want to come under the Bill at 
all. Therr were herba!i,.-ts and herbalist· 
He supposed there were dishonest h<'rbalists, 
and perhaps there were also the rever-.e. 
Perhnps it was the samr· in the ,m.,dinl p:·o· 
fe-sion. Anyhow, he was pleased that tlw 
Bill would not affect the herbalists. 

HoN .. \. G. C. HAWTHORN asked for 
some information from the Minister with 
regard to the point he had raised. 

Th" SECRETARY FOR MIXES pointed 
out that the manager of a chemist's husim:6; 
coul•.l not be registered under the Act unless 
he nmde himself competent by passing th0 
examination and then becoming registered 
under the Act. He did not think that wa' 
a ea"' of hnrdship. 

HoN. T. NEVITT thought the Hon. ;,1r. 
Hawthorn was asking too much to allo" a 
managing chemist to be registered. The:· 
had to protect the public by seeing that 
men wore properly qualified. He had been 
a practical dispenser of medicines himself 
for eighteen years, but he always did it 
under the supervision of a .medical offic•"r, 
and po,sibly that also applied to the chemist 
referred to bv the Hon. Mr. Hawthorn. The 
public must be protected, and only men who 
had pa'sed the examinations should be regis­
tered. He was sure that the Hon. Mr. Haw­
thorn would not allow a bush lawyer to prac· 
tise as a solicitor just because he had been 
a bush lawyer for seven years. The hon. 
gentleman would not allow snch a man to 
have the same standing as a legalised solici· 
tor of the Supreme Court. 

Clause 10 put and passed. 
Clauses 11 to 31, both inclusive, and the 

schedule, put and pah<ed. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Mr. 
Chairman, I beg to move-That you do now 
leave the chair and 'teport the Bill without 
am<:'ndment. 

HoN. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: I hope the 
Minister will not take it that we are passing 
ha•,ty legiF lation by allowing Bills to p:o 
through like this. I hope we shall be able 
to get through the first speeches of th·' next 
three Bills before adjourning. If the Minis­
ter is prepared to sit for another twenty 
minutes, we are prepared to help him to that 
extent. 

Que-tion put and passed. 
Thre Council resumed. The CHAIRMAN re­

ported the Bill without amend.mcnt. Th,, 
report was adopted. 

THIIlD READING. 

On the motion of the SECRETARY FOR 
l\H="ES, the Bill wus read a third time, 
passed, and ordered to he rdurned to the 
Assembly hy me.<sage in the usual form. 

1917-10 F 

SUCCESSION AND PROBATE DUTIES 
ACTS .:\.MENDMEN'l' BILL. 

SECOND READING. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : This 
Bill, although containing a number of clan,es, 
has practically five outstanding featur£s. 

First!:-·, it proposes to exempt from the 
payment of succession duty estates not 
an1ouni:ing in valu(' to £SOD, ·where the suc­

cessor is the widow or children. 
[6 p.m.] That will afford a measure of 
· relief in a great number of cnses 

where families have lost the bre<td-winner, 
and rneans a loss to the revenue in duty of 
JetWCCll £4,000 and £5,000. 

Secondly, it is framed to bring within the­
knowledge of the Co'llmissimwrs certain 
:-<euret arrangements and dispo-,itions vvhich 
\Yht'n investigated ma\7 bo found to attl~act 
dut:7. There have bee,n serious le1kager; in 
the rcvuene in the pa·.t owing to the defec· 
tive nature of some of the provisions of the 
Act, h<mce the desire of the denartment to 
be piaccd in such a position that ·they will b!' 
able tn c•scertain whether anv such transac· 
tion is < 1kclr:.ble. · 

Thirdlv. it arncm:s section 11 of th<> Suc­
cession "and Pl'ob<J.te Dutit:'s Act of 1904. 
which renderPd liahle to stwcep~ion duJy in 
Qu<>enoland the interests of deoeaced persons 
in compani{-'~ <'arrying on the" business of 
1nining·, pastqral, agricultural production, or 
timb, r-gettino: in this State, but did not 
include the ,;eccssary schedule for its collec­
tion. Consequently, there has beE'n a very 
serious loss to the revenue in tbis direction 
sincq that Act became law. This is now being 
remedied by the inclusion of t-he necessary 
•chedule. Thmo is a >imilar provi,:ion in the 
:\few South Wales Company Death Duties Act. 

Hon. E. W. H. FowLES: But they have a 
reciprocal arrangement with Groat Britain, 
which we have not. 

The SECRJ~TARY FOR MI::'\fES: Th~tt h 
true. I think our Act -...vas a.njcnded. smne 
years ago, and. as a r0:mlt, \Ve hJ_vc lf'ss 
power in that direction. A O'chedule is also 
provided for shares on the branch register 
out,ide Queensland of companies incorporated 
in Queensland. Such sh:>rcs are rendered 
liable to dutv bv ''ction 2 of the Succession 
and Probate· Duties Act Amendment Act of 
1895, and. hy the Succession and Probate 
Duti<'s Act of 1904, the company must pay 
the d'.!tv ··shore succession account are not 
filed in Queensland. Both of the schedules of 
duty are provided to assist the companies-at 
their re{juest some years ago-and render 
unnecessary the ascertaining of the value of 
the estate of the -deceased or the relationship 
of the pre>decessor and beneficiary. 

Fourthly, the a!tcmtion of the old schedule 
c,£ rates of duty payable in c"htes, and the 
introdllCtion of an entirely nevv one brings us 
fairlY into lino with the rates nrevailing in 
the ·other State., and Ncv; Zealand. The 
other States have hac! tl,eir Acts amended 
<1nd rdtcs increa.··ed durinz 1914, 1915, nnd 
1916. Our present 'Chcdule has been in op~"<l· 
tion eincc 1892. 

Fifth1y: the remaining clansr-s almost 
wholly provide the machinery which the Com­
n1i,sionors collsid.er necr,"ar.v fol .. tho proper 
l1l"otec'ion of the revenue. 

Hon. member3 will agree with me that this 
is n Bill which may probably he dcstrihed as 
highly technical. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: And highly 
inquisitorial. 

Hon. A.. J. Jnnes.] 
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The SECRETARY FOR MINES: It is 
also a Bill which can be bettor deait with in 
Committee than on the second reading. It 
will give to those who possess -a legal mind 
·an opportunity to air their eloquence and 
technical knowledg8. It is a very important 
measun, and seeks to remedy defects in the 
present law. 

Hon. E. w. H. FOWLES: n makes dutiable 
<tll gifts made within three years of death. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Con­
sidering that this is a measure with which 
we should t!eal clause bv c·lause in Com­
mittee, and as we are lcsirous of getting 
home, and I want tD get the second reading 
of the Bill moved so lhat the measure may 
be circulated ar,d we may di,cuss it to­
morrow, I content myself with moving­
That the Bill be now read a second time. 

HoN. E. W. FOWLES : I beg to move the 
adjournment of the debate. 

Question put and passed. 
The resumption of the debate was made an 

Order of the Da-y for to-morrow. 

STAMP AC'r AMENDMENT BILL. 

SECOND READING. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I rise 
to move the second reading of the Stamp 
Act Amendment Bill. 

Hon. T. M. HALL: This is a twin sister 
of the last Bill. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: A twin 
brother or a twin sister. It is a Bill that 
also is highly technical, and one with which 
we may deal in Committee. It aims at 
affording a measure of relief-(laughter)-to 
trading companies, in so far as small agree­
ments for sale of goods, wares, or merchan­
dise are concerned, by reducing the duty on 
such contracts from a fixed duty of 2s. 6d. to 
a sliding scale of 6d. for every £20, or part 
thereof, with a maximum of 5s. The exemp­
tion from such duty of a contract under the 
value of £5 is retained. The scale now pro­
posed will mean that the subject-matter of 
such contract will be of a value of £100 
before the previous duty of 2s. 6d. ·is pay­
able. Agreements not for value carry a 
fixed duty of 2s. 6d. Again, the old schedule 
of receipt duties is repealed, and a more 
rcasonablB schedule inserted with an exemp­
tion under £2. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: To hear you, 
one might think that you were going to 
get less revenue than under the present 
duties. 

Th,, SECRETARY FOR MINES: The 
hon. member does not expect us to get less 
revenue out of it? 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: I thought you 
said you were going to give a measure of 
relief to trading companies. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: It is a 
measure of relief. It is an adjustment of 
stamp dutie, that may bring in a little 
extra revenue for the Government, but, at 
the same time, will do a fair thing by those 
who should pay duty in this form. The 
stamp duty for a receipt not exceeding £500 
is 2d. per £100, instead of 6d. as before, and 
above that sum it is 3d. per cent. in lieu of 
6d. per cent., so that the Bill does afford a 
measure of relief in som<> directions. Dupli­
cate and further receipts which hitherto 
carriecl stamp duty are to be exempt, with 
necc!'sary safeguards. In order that there 

fHon .. A. J. Jones. 

shall be no evasions of duty, it will be neces­
,,ary to give a receipt in every case where 
the amount exceeds £2. The exPrtlption from 
dutv in this respect includes all receipts 
giYcm by churches and charitable institutions 
for donations, and also receipts given by the 
rcecipients of charity. 

Hon. E. W. H. FoWLES: Why put a tax 
on patriotic gifts? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Well, 
there arB ,o many things that are patriotic 
nowa.days. As a matter of fact, all our 
actions are patriotic. (Laughter.) There is 
a reduction in the duty chargeable on articles 
of apprenticeship to learn a trade from 2ls. 
to Is. 'l'he dutv of £10 10s. en articles of 
clerkship has been abolished, and a new 
dutv of 2s. 6d. created on articles to learn 
a Profes<;;ion. i.e., of a. solicitor, surveyor, 
chemist, dentist, and the like. 

The Bill also aims at bringing into line 
for stamp dutv purposes all conveyances, 
whether freehold or leasehold, and in so far 
as a run or station is concerned the whole of 
the stock and chattels shall be deemed to be 
property chargeable with such duty. At the 
present time the duty thereon is chargeable 
at ~ per cent. on the lease only, whereas the 
rate for freehold is ~ per cent. Contracts 
for ordinarY sales of live stock onlv will be 
subj0et to 'ao:r2ement duty only. , 

Hon E. \V. H. FowLES: You are taxing 
the transac'ioi:'-not the document. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I know, 
and anybodY who has been in business knows, 
that th0re has been a good deal of evasion 
of dutv. and people who have evaded the 
dntv have not thought they were doing any 
harm. How many hiring agreements under 
the present law, which are supposed to bear 
a stamp amountin::; to 2s. 6d.-dozens, hun­
dreds, and thousands-are only stamped when 
litigation is likely to occur? 

Hon. F. McDOXNELL: Th!lt is quite correct. 
The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Any­

hodv who has berm in business knows that 
hiri;,g agreements are not stamped by 
ag-ent;,. As a matter of fact, the agents have 
in tructions not to stamp them. I would go 
further-! mppose we all have the right to 
our individual opinions-! would have all 
hiring agre0ments stamped, just as an instru­
ment for the transfer of land in fee-simple is 
stamped. Evcrvbodv knows that the instru­
nwnt is not worth 'the paper it is written 
UCJOn unless it is impressed with a stamp at 
the office in Brisbane. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORX: Stick to your 
brief. 

The> SECRETARY FOR :;\'II::'--JES: That 
is the ca.se, and the hon. member knows 
that what I say is exact):~· true and that 
hundreds and thousands of hiring agreemen~s 
are never stamped, and yet half-a-crown IS 

collected from the client in each case. 
Hon. G. S. CuRTIS : Do you not think it 

\Yould be a good tbing io you could do 
without this taxation? 

The SECRETARY FOH MINES: Well, 
when we go in for other forms of taxation, 
hon. members turn them down. I think there 
should be direct taxation, and this is one 
form of direct taxntion. I shall defer the 
rest of what I intended to say on the second 
reading of this Bill, out of consideration for 
the Council, and wo may then deal with the 
subject-matter clause by dauso when the Bill 
gets into Committee. I have voluminous 
notes, but I conwnt myself with moving­
That the Bill be now read a second time. 
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Ho:t-: .. ·\. G. C. HAWTHORX: I beg to 
wove the adjournmcmt of the debate. 

Question put and passed. 
The resumption of the debate was made 

.a.t Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

LAND ACT AMENDME:.<T BILL. 
SECOND READING. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The 
Land Act provides that in the case of pastoral 
lc-.. ses and grazing selections the rent for 
"ny period is not to be fixed by the court 
so as to exceed the rent for the next pre­
c :dimr period by more than half the rent 
for that period. Clauses 2, 4, and 9 of this 
Bill seek to delete that provision, and to 
give the Land Court, for the future, full and 
unfettered discretion in fixing the rents. 
This is only a fair proposition. The wealth 
that lay undeveloped in the land belonged to 
tl1l' State, and the State is now claiming 
that the courts should be able to say what 
a 'llount of !hat wealth is to bo reserved to 
thE' State (by way of rent), and thus, 
indirectly, '·hat amount is to be allowed to 
tho person who develops that wealth. vVhen 
any pastoral lease or grazing selection 
becomc·g due for reappraisement of its rent, 
tl!c court should be absolutely free to use its 
ch,crctLon, "0 that a fair division of the 
profits of the land may be rrcade between 
th" State and the holder 
. The Treasurer estimates that the State 
Js at prc>ont getting considerably less than 
ih fair share of these profits, and that if 
this Bill is pa -sed, !he public revenue from 
this source will be increased by £150,000. 

Hon. E. W. H. Fowus : By breaking an 
agrcerr_,Pnt. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I do 
not think it is a breach of agreement. 

Hon. G. S. CcRTIS : A breach of contract. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Not at 
all. Hon. members threw out, in one day 
ht•,t week, two Bills which would have given 
the Government a revenue of £300 000. 'I'hev 
did that just by the sweep of the hand-I 
rl'fer to the Lantl Tax Act Amendm'ent Bill 
and the Income Tax Act Amendment Bill. 

Hon. E. Vi. H. FowLES: The Government 
.. pent that much on a couple of stations. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Well, 
we are getting a profit from them. I would 
emphasise that this measure will not, of 
itself, raise rents; that no unfairness is to be 
feared : that the Bill will only remove a 
restriction which is so far a contradiction 
of the judicial functions. 

Hon. A. H. WHITTINGHAiYI: That means 
raising the rents. It does not m·ean lowering 
therr:. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: It does 
not necesFarily mean raising them. If a 
man is to be a judge at all, be must be 
perfectly free to make whatever order he 
thinks right after examining the case sub­
mitted to him. 

Hon. K W. H. FOWLES: The court will 
work within limits, like a penalty clause. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: This 
Bill will only give the court complete free­
dom. The amount of the rent still remains 
to be decided by the impartial court. I 
>Yculd like to impress on the Council that, 
after all, the Bill does not determine the 
rent. The Land Court will decide the rent, 
and it is an impartial tribunal. So, if there 

is am-thing in the contention of hon. m·err,. 
lwrs that the present rents are fair and 
reasonable, the pastoral lessees and grazing 
selectors haYe nothing to fear from an im­
partial court . 

Clause 3 proposes a necessary amendment 
of SMtion 53A of the principal Act. Through 
an inadvertence of the Legislature last 
session that section contains a double nega­
tive, a:nd says exactly the opposite to what 
was intended. 

Clause 5 adds a salutary provision to the 
section dNling with the taking up of 
perpetual town, suburban, or country leases, 
viz., a provision that-

" The notification of sale may impose 
the condition that the lessee shall destroy 
noxious weeds and plants upon the land 
within a time to be specified, and there­
after keep the land free from noxious 
weeds and plants." 

Clause 6, which repeals section 191 of the 
principal Act, deals with the disposal of land 
reserved in grants, -,vhen the re•,ervation is 
not required. It provides that the' Governor 
in Council may resume possession of the 
land reserved and may either sell it or any 
part of it, at a price to be detern;ined _by the 
court, to the grantee of the land m whrch the 
reservation was. or may grant him a per· 
pctual lease of the reserved land, or, where 
the resNved land is large enough to be of 
separate U'e, may dispose of it like any other 
Crown land. 

Cl a use 7 repeals section 193 (1) of the 
rrincipal Act, and provides that when the 
applicant for the permanent closure of any 
road is th" owner of adjoining land, the 
Governor in Council rnay sell the land corr:­
prised in the road to him', or rateably to the 
owners of the adjoining land, or may grant 
him or them a perpetual lease or leases of 
it, or. if it is big enough to be of separate 
m e. may dispose of it like any otheJ' Crown 
land. 

Clause 8 provides that on the application 
of a local authoritY within whose area a road 
is situated which' is not required for thA 
p'lblic use, thf' GovE'rnor in Council may 
dose the road after such inquiry and public 
l'ntice as he thinb advisable; and thereupon 
tlw area comprised in snch road shall become 
Crown land. 

I beg to move-That the Bill be now read 
a second tin1e. · 

Hox. A. H. \\'HITTING HAM: I beg to 
moYe the adjournment of the debate. 

Question put and passed. 

The re-nmption of the debatn was made an 
Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

ADJOURXMEN'I'. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I beg 
to mov,-That the Council do now adjourn. 
The bnsiness to-rrcorrow will be the re'sump­
tion of rh0 debate on the second reading- of 
the·, Chillagoe and Etheridge Railways Bill. 
the Local Authorities Acts Amendment Bill 
in Committee, and then the second readings 
of the Clermont Flood Relief Act Amend­
mf'nt Bill, the Succ<·'sion and Probate Duties 
Acts Amendment Bill, the Stamp Act Amend­
r.wnt Bill, and the Land Act Amendment 
Bill. 

Question put and passed. 

The Council adjourned at twenty-five 
minutes past 6 o'clock p.m. 

Hon. A. J. Jones.] 




