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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Mo!I!DAY, 3 DEm':liBER, 1917. 

The SPE.\KER (Hon. W. :\1cCormack. Cairns) 
took th" chair at half-1H,R1, 3 o'clock.· 

ASSENT TO BILLS. 

The SPEAKER am10ur•r:ed th0 rec cipt of 
a n1essd.gl:· frou1 .His E:..:C'·•lln";,cy thC' Governor 
conveyi~:g his as,ent to the following Bills:­
Opticians Bi!', Trec";m·;' Bills Bill, and 
Government Loans Sinkin_9" Fund TernlJOrary 
Susp<msion Bill. · 

Qt;ESTION. 

1\EFU:">ID OF \V.'.CU, DURT:,G llr:Cf:->T }cAIUTDIE 
STR1X.E. 

Mr. PETHIE asb•,[ th1 1'reaeurer and 
E'·ecrctary for .Pul>lic Wvrks-

" 1. Has applicai:;ol. been made b,;- the 
Quocnslancl. branch of the Federated Sea­
rnen's Cniou fur ,'ctund of ~,, aO'CS paid 
into the shipping office at Brisbane for 
desert-ers frmn th.J variou~ vc~·,els in 
Queensland ports Jw·;ng the recent mari­
tine etrike, which _,,,,rred about August 
and September a: ;hJ·" year? 

"2. If · o, what a:....:-ion has b~::-en taken 
by the Govermne-:t ;,, regard to this 
1nattcr '('' 

The SECRET.'I.RY FOR PCBLIC WGltKS 
tHan. E. G. Theodore, C,'li!lagoe) replied-

" 1. App1icJ.tion WiLS 1nadf for a refund 
of the wages duo to th,- crows of certain 
vessels which were bid up during the 
strike.'' 

"2. Tr1e matte.· was rcforreti to the 
::\larine Board, whicl, r<>eommended that, 
the was-os should be refunded. Action 
is being taken accor{hngly." 

PERSONAL EXI:'T.ANATIOK. 
}h. BAYLEY (Pittsworth): I de~ire to 

make a personal explanation. 

The SPEAKER: Is rt the pleasure of the 
I-Ious0 that the hon. member for Pittsworth 
be allowed to make a ;wrsonal explanation. 

HoNOURABLE Mn:rB~RS' Hear, hear! 

NJ;r. BAYLEY: On Thurerlay, 22ncl uitimo, 
dunng the course of a speech which I made 
lU tbis I-Iou.c I ref0rred tc a meeting which 
l attended in the TraueP Hall, Brisbane, 
on a Sunday evening prior to the taking 
o! the last referendum vvte on the eonscrip­
tion qucstiol:!.. S(~V\?1':11 Sf•t akf'l'S addressed 
1he mec1ing. and I was 1mder th, in1prcssiou, 
from information given me at the time by 
two pPrsons Y ho 1ve·~~~ present at the n1eet­
wg, that the '!Wak<•r who made the objec­
tionable uttPmnecs which I mentioned \vas 
Mr. J. S. Colliugs. 'VT r. Collings bus quite 
rec<'!ltly assured me J.h,.,, he did not give 
yent to the expressions which I referred to, and 
that I must have been misinformed in this 
regard. He faid he did not voice the5e senti­
ments in any way, and I am quite prepared, 
and indeed I am pleased, after seeing Mr. 
Collin~~s-who was a eo JjJlete stranger to n1e 
previously-to accept w1Jat he· has said in 
this re'l'ard. However. T emphatically claim 
that the words which I stated were used on 

[.Jfr. Bayley. 

that occasion were ns·-J. I emphatically 
claim that the record I gave was a correct 
one. 

The SPEAKER: 01'.1Ar! The hon. mem­
ber is going beyond the bounds of a por 
sonal explanation. He ry,av explain himself 
tc correct n wrong in1:=--r( ,.si on which may 
have been made by portion af his cpecch. 
but he is not in ord, r in going over hi3 
speech ,;gain. 

Mr. B..::!:.. YLE. Y: I ha.'(' no intention vf 
gojng O\'Cr !ho ~p ~cch, t1u1, I sitnpl:: wish to 
make this plain--

The SPEAKEE: (),.ctcr I If the hnn. 
membel' wi.-hc' to cxplom a porti0:: of his 
spc~ch, he n1ay do -o, hut I hop he IYiH 
not e;o bPyond that, 'tlld make anothe< 
s pcech on the mattc·r. 

2\'fr. BAYLEY: I ha·i no intention of 
::peaking n1orc than a ujn~1tc or- a. minute 
and a-holf. \Vhile I am r.repar·_d to admit 
that the man who made t;·wce ,,,:ttenwnb was 
not JUr. Col!in:{s, I still mai11tain tbat the 
statements I made were correct both as 
regards the words uoed and the manner in 
which !bey wero applauded by those present. 

The SPEAKER: Or<lur! 'I'he hon. mem­
ber must not reiterate h1s statements. 

Mr. BA YLEY: I ha ,.o no de ,ire to say 
anything in thjs I-Iort~e under co,~8r o-f 
Pa.rliumenhrY pri.-ileg2 which I would not 
s:>y autsido, ·o I take this opportunity of 
accepting the e'cp!<wation which J'.1r. 
Collings has tr-ade, auJ · aying what I have 
~aid tins dftc•rnoon in ,,rdinary jmtice to 
3.lr. Col!ings. 

\VOOKGARRA TRAMWAY BILL. 

INITIATION. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. J. H. Co:,n8, lVarrego), in rnovmg-

,, That the House will, at its next sit­
ting, resolve itself into a Committee of 
the Vi'hole to consider of the advisable­
ness of introducing a Bill to ratify and 
approve an agreement made between the 
Treasurer of the State of Queensland 
and the Commissioner for Railways of 
the said State and the Council of the 
Shire of Woongarra, providing for the 
acquirement by the State of the \Voon­
garra Tramwa0, and for other purposes 
incident thereto or consequent there<m," 

said: This is a Bill to ratify and approve 
of an agreement made between the Treasurer, 
the Commis,ioner for Railways, and the 
W oongarra Shire Council with regard to the 
purchase of the Woongarra Tramway. This 
tramwav is 12 miles 20 chains in length, and 
junctions with the Millaquin Railway, a 
short brrmch which was purchased by the 
Railway Department in 1912. It is an earth­
packed line laid with 42-lb. rails, 2.280 
sleepers to the mile. It was built in 1912, 
and is in practically good running ord.er. 
The Bill and agreement, hov . .-·Yer, provrde 
for the pnrchase of the tramway with sidings, 
etc., at the Commisi:-oner's valuation, viz., 
£32,919. 'rhe actual co£t of construction of 
the tram" ay was £35.319. A great tax has 
b<'cn impos~d on the Vi7oongarra Shire Coun­
cil in regard to the time taken in looking 
after the business of the tramway. Apart 
altogether from the fact that they are anxious 
that there should be no further tax imposed 
o'1 their time in connection with this tram­
we:;, it is a good business deal for the 
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Government, and as the policy of the Govern­
ment is, of course, to have all railwavs owned 
and controlled by the State I am sure hon. 
members will have no objection to the acqui­
sition of this tramway. The Woongarra 
Shire Council has for some considerable time 
past urged the Railway Commissioner to 
'"ke over this tramway, and they also want 
him. in the alternative, to hand over about 
a mile and a-half of the Mi!lrtquin branch 
tramway, so that their line could be worked 
with it; but the Railwav Department will 
not consent to thie. The,,. wanted to have 
the right to run the tran:1way from Bunda­
berg to Pemberton. but the department would 
not agree to it. 'fhe lino is a paying line. 
It is a sugar line mostly, although a number 
of passengers are conveyed over it, and in 
holiday times there is a considerable passen­
ger traffic to Nirelson Park and the coast, 
which is one of the seaside resorts for Bun­
daberg. The Commiso,ioner for Railways and 
the Treasurer are perfectly safeguarded in 
the matter of purchasing this tramway from 
the shire council, and I commend the speedy 
passage of this Bill, at a later stage, to the 
Hou~e. 

HoN. J. TOLl\IIE (Too1coornba): I am 
not going to take very strong objection to 
~Jour leaving the chair for the purpose of the 
Bill going into Committee. Still, at the same 
time, I think it io only just and right that 
I should mention that the Secretarv for Rail­
ways is not treating tne House fairh in rush­
ing through an important measure of this 
kind in the way it is being rushed, and with­
out our having_ an opportunity to consider 
the whole qurotwn. 

The SPEAKER: The hon. gentleman will 
notice from the wording of the motion that 
it is not proposed to go into Committee at 
once, but at the next sitting of the House. 

HoN. J. TOL:\1IE: I have not much objec­
tion to the House at its next sitting going 
into Committee to take the matter into 
consideration. but I \\ant to point out some 
facts that might be of importance at that 
next sitting. I rem<>mber the time when 
this Tramv, av Bill created all the sensation 
iu the closing days of the then session as it 
ap~'ears to be cn,1ting at the present time. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICl'LTl:RE: There _is 
no f'xcitement to-day. 

Hox. J. TOL:MIE: The excitement will be 
manife,,,t htcr on. I want to know from 
the il1inister, if he does introduce this Bill, 
what m·e the ,.d,tions between the Govern­
ment and the Millaquin Sugar Refining Com­
pany? I have been over the line, but I am 
not acquainted with the rel>ttionship between 
the Govrrnm<>nt and the Millaquin Refinery. 
I want th, Minister to tell us whether the 
Millaquin Refinery line comeq in as a section 
between the State line and the tramway. 
If it does it will be objectionable to purchase 
the line. That is the chief point that I 
notice at the present time. I will reserve 
other arguments until we deal with the Bill 
at a later stage. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON (Drayton): We have 
to be very careful in taking over these rail­
ways held by shire councils. 

Hon. J. ToLMIE: ·The Government have 
plenty of money-pen and ink. 

:Wr. BEBBINGTON : It is possible that 
the Minister may take tramways over from 

private owners, and we want all the infor­
mation we can possibly get. I know a lot 
of tramwayN in sugar areas the owners o£ 
which would be glad if the Government took 
the1n over. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICl:LTURE : Name 
one. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: There are several 
local authorities in sugar districts which 
would be glad 'to have their tramw<tys taken 
over. They would be glad to get their money 
back and have the tramway just the same. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : Name 
one. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: There are several of 
them. Anyone would be glad to subscribe 
money to have 'a tramway built if they could 
get the Government to take it over after­
wards. 

Mr. GLEDSON: Don't you know that this 
belongs to the shire council? 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: We could easily in­
fluence the shire councils to build tramways 
if they thought that they could get the 
Government to hke them over afterwards. 

The 'I'REASl:RER: That is a charge of cor­
ruption against the shire councils. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Some men might be 
dear, but every man has his price. 

GovERx21IENT MEMBERS: What is your 
price? (Laughter.) 

Mr. SW A YNE (Jiirani): I have seen this 
tramline, and, if I am not mistaken, it is a 
losing proposition. 

Mr. BARBER: It never has been a losing 
proposition. 

JY1r. SW A Y"'E : I only raised the question 
for the purpose of eliciting information, and 
I think I am justified in raising it. 

Question put and po,ssed. 

CITY OF BRISBA]';E BILL. 

PROPOSED IxrTIATION IN Co21IMITTEE. 

The H011E SECRETARY (Hon. J. Hux­
ham. B•,cwl(/a): Mr. Spe,\ker, I beg to 
move-That you do now leave the chair, 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: Mr. Speaker, before 
vou leave the chair I would like the Treas­
;:,rcr to present the complete m0,sage from 
His Excellcncv the Governor. 

The TREASU~ER: The full message has been 
pre,f'nted. 

The SPEAKER: I might point out to the 
hon. gentleman that it is not ncc(•ssary to 
present the Bill with the message from His 
Excellencv the Governor. The message is 
merely an approving of the appropriation. 

Question put and pn,ssed. 

INITIATION IN CmniiTTEE. 
(Mr. Bertrarn, Maree, in the chair.) 

The HOME SECRETARY, in moving-
" That it is desirable that a Bill be 

introduced for the good government of 
the city of Brisbane," 

said that at the present time there were 
50,000 people in Brisbane, and there were a 
number of local authorities which had con­
trol of local Government affairs in Brisbane 
and its sunoundings. The Bill conferred 

Hon. J. Huxham.] 



City of Hr·iabane Bill. [ASSEMBLY.] City of Bri,•.banf· Bill. 

greater powers on the newly-formed local 
authority, and would bring Brisbane up to 
a hi:rh position in Australia, and would also 
give the new council greater dignity in 
earrymg out its many duties than it had 
at the present time. The Bill repealed 
··cveral Acts. It repealed the Brisbane Drain­
age Act of 1875. The provisions of this Act 
were obsolete, and they would be wiped out. 
The Bill would also repeal the Victoria 
Bri<:l~El Act of 1897 and the Victoria Bridge 
Act Amendment Act of 1898. These Acts 
pr n·id<'d for the constitution of a board for 
tht~ control, manage1nent, and maintenance 
o; th~ Victoria Bridge. but under provisions 
containr.cl in the Bill thc,e powers would be 
cxercioPd by the Council of the Greater City 
of Brisbane. The City of Brisbane Enlarge­
ment .\et of 1802 empowered the Governor in 
Council to include areas in the citv of Bris­
bane. Sirmlar powers were confen:ed on the 
Governor in Council under this Bill. The 
:VIctropolit.an \Vater Supply ;md Sewerage 
Acts provided for the constitution of the 
\V;;ter Supply and Sewerage Board. All the 
powers contained in these Act· would be 
conferred on the Council of the Greater 
City of Bri banc. The provisions of the City 
oi Brisbane Improvement Act of 1916 were 
aho embod;Nl in the Bill. The Act was 
pas.sed la "t session, and g-ave the Brisbane 
City Council greater powers to E'nable them 
to take land. These would be included in 
the Bill. It was proposed that the council 
should consi,t of a mayor and twenty alder­
mer:, all elected by the electors on the 
bas1s of one adult one vote. Hon. members 
would agree that at the present time political 
colour was introduced into the council when 
the mayor was being elected, and it led to a 
lot of wrangling and micconception. Under 
the provisions of the Bill the mayor would 
be elected by the electors. The qualifica­
tion of an elector would be a person who was 
resident of the cit;· and enrolled on an elec­
toral roll under the Elections Act. The citv 
would be one undivided area, and no pro­
vision was made for "ards. All the present 
war-ds would bo abolished. and all the alder­
men and the mayor wouJ.d be elected by the 
whole of the electors for a term of three 
years. The boundaries of the proposed City 
of Brisbane comprised the following local 
authority areas: --City of Brisbane, City of 
South Brisbane, towns of Hamilton, Ithaca. 
Sandgate, 'roowong-, e.nd Windsor; shires of 
Balmoral (part), Belmont (part), Coorparoo. 
Enogger<t (part)', Kedron (part), Sherwood 
(part), Stephens, Taringa, Toombul, and 
Yeerongpilly (part). The council was em­
powerc·d to establish and conduct a number 
of tradino; undertakings. The new council 
could go in for the generation. manufacture. 
and supply of electricity. the manufacture 
and supply of gas, gas fittings. and appli­
ances, the g-eneration and supply of hydraulic 
power. and they could also conduct the busi­
nes< of a ferry service other than for a street 
ferry on wat"ers within or adjacent to the 
city. 

Hon .. J. ToUUE: Thev will be able to take 
over the present ferry· service. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Under the 
Bill the now council would be able to run 
a feny service up and down the river, and 
enable people to settle on the banks of the 
river. The Council could also conduct 
the business of omnibus services for 
the conveyance of passengers for hire. 

[Hon. J. Huxharn. 

They could also establish the business of 
parcel delivery and of the conveyance of 
goods or merchandise for hire by locomotive 
and transport appliances with animal or 
mechanical motive power. The council could 
also carry on the business of cold stores, and 
< arry out tar paying and similar work on 
private land. They could al·-o deal with the 
purchase and sale of milk, with the supply 
and sah of stone and manufacture of bricks, 
tiles, etc. A·dditional powers and functions 
which would be conferred on the new eouncil, 
and which were not at present held by the 
Brisbane Council. would be remuneration, 
with the consent of the electors, of the mayor 
and aldermen. The initiative and referen­
dum was provided for under the Bill. The 
council could appoint a committee of local 
citizens and delegate to them the care, con­
trol, and rnanage1nent of a park or reserve 
and the expenditure of such moneys as the 
council might decide. Additional powers 
would be given to the council to provide trad­
i"g und,,rtakings and public utilities, and 
thcv would also have the control, manage­
n>cilt. and mainhnance of Victoria Bridge. 
The council would also be able to undertake 
the construction and maintenance of water­
worlu and sewerage works. Loans could be 
raised bv the council either bv debenture or 
through "the Treasury. That, briefly, was an 
nutlinG of the Bill. Hon. members would 
sec that it was intende·c! the whole area 
should be onP electorate, and the ward 
"V'tem was don0 awav with. The mavor and 
a·ld0rmcn would rep"rcsent the whole area. 
That would have a most beneficial effeet. 
because it would make it non-contentious, and 
there would be no fighting .as between the 
differ<'nt wards of the city. and they would 
not. have the wrangling that took place at 
the present time on local authorities between 
represento.tives of different subdivisions. He 
had much pleasure in moving the desirable­
ness of introducing the Bill. 

Ho'!. J. TOLMIE: He did not know 
whether it was proposed t<• carry that Bi!l 
through all its stages in one day or not. 

The H01iE SECRETARY: I will do that i'f 
you give n1e permission. 

Hox. J. TOL:\-fiE: He was very much 
interested in the details of the measure as 
outlined by the hon. gentleman. He had 
not seen a copy of the Bill, but it appeared 
to him that the principle of democracy was 
being entirely departed from in the measure. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: That 
will annoy you very much. 

Ho:-~. J. TOLMIE: It did not annoy him, 
but it was a matter for very grave consider­
ation by hon. members. The principle of 
democracy was de.-;entralisa.tion to the fullest 
possible extent-giving individual communi­
ties the highest possible advanta!l"e-but this 
was a departure from that princJple, and it 
seemed to him to be a recurrence of old con­
ditions. They were told that they walked 
in a circle, that they argued in a circle, 
that th~y legislated in a circle, and that 
historv repeated itself; and now they were 
asked .. to go back to the conditions that pre­
vailed in the early part of the Christian 
era. when. instead of having countries, they 
had walled cities; when the country was 
always at a disadvantage as compared to the 
cities. The Minister. in introducing the 
Bill. said it was going to enlarg:e to a very 
great extent the power of the cit1zens. What 
he (Mr. Tolmie) was fearing at the present 
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timf' was that there would be a recurrence 
of old conditions, that history would repeat 
itself, and that they would have what they 
had at the early part of the Christian era 
and extending right up to the tenth century, 
before national life was introduced and there 
was no such place a' the country. T~ere 
wa'< the citv of Rome, but no Italy; Just 
tlw sanw as there was the city of Athens, 
but no Greece. It was the City that had 
the power and the unfortunate country had 
to fi<rht under the most adverse circumstance". 
It "'?as onlv about the eleventh century that 
n 1 tional life began to manifest itself. 

.Mr. J OXES: This Bill doe, not affect the 
f'ountry. 

Ho'<. J. TOLMIE: He was pointing out, 
for tlw benefit o£ the hen.· memb8r for 
Oxley, that the Bill meant a return to the 
conditions that prevailed in the early part 
of the Christian era. It was a demolition 

of the democratic principle, and 
[4 p.m.J he did not want to , •• e that 

democratic principle demolished. 
He knew that hon. members opposite were 
working their hardest to destroy the country 
life of Australia and bring about central­
isation. to bring about the government of 
the people by lar!_"e citic'.' instea-d of. giving 
them the wide and extended franch1se that 
thev possessed now. The centralisation of 
po,;·cr was something to which he was not 
verv favourable. 

'The Ho>IE SECRETARY: Do you believe in 
fcdention? 

Ilox. J. TOLMIE: He believed in federa­
tion. 

The Il01IE SECRETARY: This is a federation 
of the local authorities. 

Ho:-~. J. TOLMIE: That was what the 
hon. gentleman was trying to bring federa­
tion into. The hon. gentleman wanted to 
dec;trov the federal idea just as he wanted 
to destroy the democratic principle. In and 
around Brisbane they had a large number 
of self-~overning communities just as they 
had it 111 other places, and the Government 
sought to destroy that interest which com­
munitie', had in themselves for the purpose 
of dm,eloping all that was best in them. As 
the l•on. gentleman said, if the Bill was 
pa,sed, instead of having wards and divisions 
within the city, the city was to vote as one 
and thus tho ma,oe of the population in any 
part of the city was going to control the 
wellbeing of the whole lot. Was that not a 
de<truction of the demoeratic principle? He 
was f'xtremelv scrrv that an idea of that 
kind should emanate from the Government. 
However, at that stage he was not going to 
say anything further. He was glad to under­
stimd the eontents of the Bill from the 
message read by the Speaker and from the 
explanation given by the Home Secretary 
who, he knew. was thoroughly conversant 
with the matter, and to whom they were 
under an obligation for having so succinctly 
stat·-·d what wero the proposals in the 
n1easure. 

Question put and passed. 

The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN 
reported that the Committee had come to 
a rcoo]ntion, which was agreed to by the 
House. 

FIRST READING. 
On the motion of the HOME SECRE­

TARY, the Bill was read a first time, and 
the second reading was made an Order of the 
Day for to-morrow. 

FARM PRODUCE AGENTS BILL. 

CoNSIDERATION IN CoMMITTFE OF CoUNCIL's 
JlilESSAGE. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. W. I,ennon . .If erbert) moved-

" That the Committ•·e .do not insist on 
their di,agreement to the amendments on 
which the Legislative Council ha.d 
insisted." 

Question put .and pa·-oed. 

The HousP rc,,u•.Jed. The CHAIRMAN re­
ported that the Co·nmittee had not imisted 
on their disagreement to the a:::1endments on 
which the Legislative Council had insisted, 
and the report was adopted. 

The Bill was ord,•rr·d to he returned to the 
Legislative Couuci1 with a Inessago stating 
r hat th8 Assembly ·did not insist on their dis­
agreement to the amendments on which the 
Legislative Council had insisted. 

SUPPLY. 
RESU:YIPl'ION OF CO!YIMITTEE. 

(JI-r. Bertram, ,1-[arer, in the chair.) 

TRUST AND SPECIAL FUNDS. 
STATE SAWMILLS. 

Question again stated-That £60,000 be 
granted for " State Sawmills." 

::Wr. BEBBI?;"GTON: They could not get 
away from the fact that the Government,. in 
their manag<'ment of the State . se:wm1lls, 
had practically broken every prmmple of 
good governrncnt.. 

The 'rREAEl:RER: You are a great authority 
on good government. 

Mr. BEBBl?;"GTON: Certainly, he was. 
The foundation of good government was the 
development of th0 interior of the country, 
and when pwduction increased the surplus 
riches would naturally flow into the cities 
and enrich the cities. Under those circum­
stances both the country and the eities would 
be doing well, but the Government were try­
ing to centralise eve~-ythjng. Th~~ wero 
trying to draw everythmg mto the cJtJ~s and 
simply cmsh the people who were m ~he 
countrv. In that way they were preventmg 
work of (1ny kind. being obtainable in the 
country districts, and the inevitable result 
must be the impoverishment of both the 
cities and the country. As proof of what 
he was savin" thev found that the Govern­
ment were" se~ding "timber from !he sa:nm.ills 
in Brisbane right up to the Central <iJStrJCt, 
and out to Charlevilk How was it that 
they could do that? They wero told that the 
Government were losing money on it. 

Mr. PETERSON: That is not true. 

Mr. BEBBING'l'ON: That fact was given 
in evidence before the Sdect Committee. 
Mr. Brady, when giving evidence, was 
asked--

" Arc vou aware that timber can be 
bought in Rockhampton at 6s. per 100 
feet below your price? " 

The reply was-
" It may be bought cheaper, ,~ut I do 

not say 6s. per 100 feet cheaper. 
That was an admission that the timber could 
be bought cheaper. 

Mr. PETERSON : They diu quite right. 

Mr. Bebbington.] 
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Mr. BEBBINGTON ~-He was surprised at 
the hon. member for Normanhy excusing the 
Government for SPnding timber to his elec­
toratP. 'fhat. timber could .have been cut in 
the hon. member's electorate, and have given 
work to people thero. He (Mr. Bebbington) 
would not care b1·o straws if it cost lOc. per 
100 fBct mDre in his electorate; he would 
tather see work given to men in the district. 
He hacl alw<1ys objected to men being sent 
from Brisbane intD the countrv district, wh<m 
the cDuntry people needed the work. He 
would have given the Government a real 
good slating; but the hon. member could 
not do it, as he had taken thei.J.' part, and 
;aid they had done right in sending the 
timber up to th··· Central district.. It was a 
very bad thing for a man tD get out of work, 
and it was very bad polic, to thrmv men 
out. ]'den who were drawing large salaries 
did not know what it meant for a man with 
a wifo and family to find out that he '\\as not 
vvantecl, and not to knovY ~~vhcn he 'vas going 
to get the next job. Ho did not say that 
thev should have stoppecl the WDrk of the 
me!1 in Brisbane ; but everv truck of timber 
that they sent up to the" Central district 
meant that much less work in that district. 
They were told that the railways got paid 
for it. Perhaps they did; but it was a ease 
of the Government taking it out of one 
pocket and putting it into the other. . They 
were told, too, that they sent the \1mhor 
right up to Charleville. 

The SECRETARY F6R AGRICULTURE : There 
are no sawmills at Charleville. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON : There was no reason 
w hv there should not be. There were plenty 
<Jf "sawmills a gre:at deal nearer Charlevillc 
than Brisbane. Every door and window 
,•nd everything else rhal was required for 
sen·ice up the country \Yas sent from Bris­
b&nc. They had boe:n o;oendin.: £30,000 on 
a workshop in order that the men might lw 
cmploy~d in Bri;;ban8 to the de:crimont of 
the people in the <ountry. Under past 
Goverruncnts, Vi'h,'n a. feve doors or '~C'ats or 
something else " rs \\'anh''-d up the country 
the \\"orker up the country had tho chanc' 
of a few days' 'vork. .Kow everything ',\'as 
sent down to Brisbarw and was centralised 
here, and the country was practically 
starved. That ·.qs a vPry bad policy. Even 
the sawmill itself was no !Jcnefit to llrisban<'. 
The same number of mcon were employ<: 1 
under the pri yate cnwlo?c-r. As far as he 
cculd seo th0 State sawmill did not employ 
one single man rnore. He:. had rung up the 
city council that morning, and he fonnd 
that the former owner of that ono property 
roid £62 14s. 2d. in rate's to the city council. 
By the State taking ov01" that mill the city 
council were £62 14s. 2d short in rates Dn 
that one property, and the other people in 
the city had to make tb,t up. What benefit 
were they going to get? 

The SECRETARY }'OR AGRICULTURE: Cheaper 
timber. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: The hon. gentleman 
knew pe1:fectJy we_IJ they were not getting 
cheaper t1mber. Tnnber l::rd gone up. That 
cry wa.s no good, and the hon. gentleman 
!mew rt. TD get on tn the question of 
insuring tho timber, a priv.ate employer 
would be compelled-for his own safety-to 
insure the timber to at least 75 per cent. of 
its value; if he did not. he would run a 
very big risk of being ruined. But they 
found that the sawmilling department under 
the State wcr8 not insuring tD anything like 

[Mr. Bebbington. 

the• amount they chould, for the' reasDn thar,_ 
should they haYc a fire in rheir timber yar,d;, 
the ordinary taxpayer had to pay the 
balance-it would not fu'l Dn to any privat'' 
person. \Vhy should the ordinary taxpayer 
haY<' that riek put on h;n< as well as others? 
If the, State WPtC going t0 run a sawmilling 
or anv oth8r busines3, 1t~t thenJ run it on 
Lusinr:,,,., lines. and 11ot 1LilYO th, raihvav.; 
ot tho State- ue.sd to tLro1v out of \voTk 
hundreds of men in the country, and briLg 
everything down to Bri&bano. HDw hm;: 
would that kind of thine- la•,t? It would 
ha vc to come to an <'m!' very soon if they 
Vd~re going to centrD 1if'e eyerything in I:3.r1-,­
banc. Thev .'hould come to ordinarY 
methods of l;nsinc··o in the· State dcpartcnent. 
UnfDrtunately they had had business 
methods come ·do'sn on tn a ycry low plane 
indeed. The ::Vlinistcr for J U'·ticc had told 
tLem !hat the Insurancr' Donart ne::t "as to 
be run on ·, .. hat they could. pr ~ctically say 
\Vas a co-operative ba,i_s 

'The CHAIRMAN : Order ! Order ! The 
hon. gentleman is not in order in rlealin~ 
with the Jmticc Denartr:r.ent. 

::\fr. BEBBINGTO:'-J: It was in respect 
cf insurance in the timh~r d.cpartment that 
he wanted to refer to, m he had referred 
to before. They would see that it was a 
most unusual proceeding, where a dead man 
was insured. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! ThP hon. 
member will not be in order in discussing 
that on the State sawmllling vote. 

::'dr. BEBBI="!GTO:'-J: It was given in 
evidcnc<o in conneci.ion .vith the sawmill 
before the Select Comuiltce of the Lcgis­
latiYe Council, vvhere thr- sa,,·n1i1l refu~-'d, 
11< the first instance, tu insure their mcr1. 
They decided in the fir .t place to carry the 
insurance ~hemselves. he, understood. Then, 
by-and-by, apparently a''tor one of the em­
ployees of the sawmill.• was killed-so far as 
they cot.dd sec from the cvid·:nce-thc sa·,,·. 
n:illing department-m the State sawmill 
u·anager-decidrcl to lllSlUo his men. 

:!\Jr. RoncnTs: Ho paie his premium and 
circ-n· tho compen~ation. 

Mr. BEBBI::\"GTOI\: He supposed h,, 
must have decided to i•:2ure. and paid up 
the premium after the '"an was killed, and 
throw •Jn th~~ Insurance Dopart1ncnt a claim 
of £600. which \vould l1rr vr had to be paid 
by th' State s;w·mills o"t of pnJfit and loss. 
\V as that "traightforw;trd busine';? \Vas 
i~ business that they shcmid expect from the 
Govnnrncnt? Some members of the Go­
vernment had led them to believe that some­
one got sornc benefit from thi~. 1\o one 
got any benefit frorn it Pxrept the manager 
of the State sawmills. The State sawmills 
wore responsible for paying that claim, and 
rot the Inwrance D<';')«rtuent. \V as that. 
8traightforward f1u;;;iness? I-Ie con~i.dr1red it 
was not. He thought it. was more a low, 
do\vnright racc('OUr:_C r-racticP-sorncthing 
eharp, taking the othc'' Jellow "do·,,-n." The 
fund from which thut rD.oncy wrrs rlra\vn to 
pay tbat claim. nf the sawn1ills ,-;as reallv 
supposed to be workc'J on a co-operatiYc 
has is; that \Vas, whe.d 1 he receipts exceeded 
the expendlturP. the policies were supposed 
to be reducc•d. The paying of that £600 
from that fund for tlw State sawmills was 
nothing more nor less 'i<c~n a fraud on that 
fund. Any man who mmld stand up in 
that House and defend st~c!-. businecs as that 
\\·as not a business man. at all. Even the 
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manager of the Inourancc Department 
should be censured for agreeing to mch an 
action. 

Mr. ROB!i:RTS: Und<>r the Act there Is a 
penalty for not insuring. 

The CHAIRMAN: Grder! Order! 

.Ylr. BEBBINGTON: A private employer 
,,.ould not be dlowcd to do such a thing. 
He thought that both the manager of the 
sawmills and the manager of the Insurance 
D0partmcnt 'ihould be censured in regard to 
that. taking into consideration question 1542, 
which wao-

" After a man was killed, you insured 
hi . .J and got the amount of the insurance 
policy?" 

:'cir. D. RYAN: After he was killed? 

:\Jr. BEBBINGTON: Yes, deliberately. 
)fr. D. HYAN: \Verc you there? 

:'llr. BEBBii\GTON: There was the 
t'v2.dence given at the co1nn1ission. 

Mr. D. RYAN: Y on would rob the widow. 

:\'lr. BEBBINGTON: The hon. member 
nnht know that it made not a bit of differ­
ence to the widow. The State Sawmilling 
Department v. as re·,ponsible for the full 
H mount of £600. Instead of paying that. 
they inmred the man after he was dead, and 
'hov0d it on to the Insurance Department. 
In view of that, he was going to move that 
the vote be reduc0d by £10,000-that it 
>hould read " £50,000." He w:ts doing it as 

vote of cer"ure upon the business methods 
oi both the Sawmilling and Insurance Depart­
mrnL•. The;· could class it as nothing less 
than a low-down business, and a business 
· tf-·nck•,d to decci.,, e. 

~'Ir. S\VA Y::'>E : He rose to support the 
nLIPmlment moved bv the hon. member who 
had ju .t. resumed hi"s seat. There was one 
•;o<-d thing that had arisen out of the estab­
khmrnt of thos•· State sawmills. They all 
knew before thev were e.tablished how much 
politic~] capital· was made out of allegations 
'" to timber "rings," and the fact that the 
ti1nb:~r Jner/;h:u:t~ were ,.·x:ploiting the public 
cc:> tlw oxt·•nt of 4s. or 5s. por 100 cubic feet. 
The e .. ta blishmcnt of those mills ha-d com­
pletely disproved that. They all knew that 
nne of the chief politicctl weapons of the 
GovenoL :.nt supporters at election and other 
timE's 'Ars an attack upon "rings." It 'vas 
·1. strange thing that as soon as their exist­
. !Ir wa inquired into they found that those 
ring' \Vert! not existing-that it had simply 
L ~11 a'1 electioneering gar,. Of course, the 
~wre th '! t course wa.;. pursued, the more 

"'mike the puhlic woul-d be to the fallacy of 
all those assertions, and the sooner they 
v:ould trrko them at their proper value. 
""Ping thn.t it had knccked the wind out of 
•Jne dwrge that had been made, and had 
disprovC<d the alleged big profits made out 
,,f !he industry, ho thought that the pur­
c2:mse of those ···awrnillR had achieved some 

usefui purpose. On the who!~, 
f4.30 n.m.] he was oppoced to the expend!· 
" · ture of loan money in these enter­

priees at th•c> prec,ent virne. All over the 
conntrv there was a general outcry for 
increased ·devolopmC<nt. People wanted loans 
for roads and bridges, and railv, ays, and he 
obj~ctod 'to this money being expended in 
Scatp e nvmills. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! The hon. mem­
!Jcr must confine his remarks to the reduc­
tion of the vote. 

Mr. SW A YNE: He took it that the motion 
to n'duce the vote "as a mark of disappro­
bation on the part of the hon. member for 
Drayton, and he was supporting it and giving 
rc·a .on•. wh·, he disapprm·c~l of the money 
bcinct voted: He disapproved of the expendi­
ture ..... because the money C'ould be more use­
fully spent in otlwr >va0 , than in th.e pur­
chase ot· Pstablishment of State sawmills. 

The TREASURER : 'I'here is no proposal to 
purchase or establi;,h State sawmills under 
this vote. 

fdr. S'\VAYNE: The money \vas fo.r the 
carrying on of tlww sawmills. l~e objec~ed 
l) thi' vote because he thought tne sawmills 
shoul·d be discontinuPd. To show how !1luch 
better this money could be employed 1n other 
<lirPctions, he had here a letter from the 
Under Secretary for Lands, ~Ir .. Gr:'ham, 
to a group of farmors in h1s dtotnct at 
Ow<.'ns Crr0k, who ha~l beeu n long. for a 
short railwa:,· lino. HC< was not s-omg to 
read the Jotter, but it concluded with the,•·u 
'vord --

."I am directed to inform you that 
this matt·3r was brought up before the 
Cabinet on 5th inst." 

The CHAIIt::\IAN : Order ! 
I1Ir. S\Y A Y::\E : That was only one of 

dozC'ns ~f similar cases, and this letter. w~nt 
on to say there was no money for bulldmg 
this line. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! W c are now 
dcitling with a vote from trust funds, and 
not from loan funds. 

}lr. S\YAYNE: He \Vas objecting to the 
·;otc for the rAason that the money could be 
bett.er SJlCnt in other ways. . 

The CIL\IRMAN: Or-der! I mu .t pomt 
,,ut to the hon. me•nber that we are now 
dealing with exptmditure from trust funds, 
and n~t from loan funds. 

]\Jr. SW A YNE : He took it. that on the State 
., 11wmills vote they could discuss th!" wh?le 
principle and the, d.etails in. c~nnectwn with 
•.chich they were ncmg carnea on and. as to 
whether i.t would not be bette! pohcy to 
close them down at the present trme, as they 
were losing money on then1. On N page .13 of 
the Auditor-General's report on tstate mdus­
trial undertakings, they found that la~t year 
thcrc> was a not loss of £1,380, and ,thrs year 
ther<' was a further net loss of £5v2. Why 
should th0y go on losing money year after 
year? The hon. member fo.r Dn;yton had 
given good reasons fo~ movmg h1s . amend­
ment. They knew that such enterpnsAs had 
been embarked in by other States an"! had, 
in the great majority of cases, bee": failures. 
He had here the n·,nlts accrumg . from 
socialistic Yentures m \Vcstern Australia for 
tlw vear ended 30th June, 1916. from wJ:nch 
i; ailpeared that .the .Joss from the various 
undertakings-steamships. hotels, and other 
undertakin1;s-was £30,000 for th31t year. 
AnYone who had followed the hrstory of 
t 1w; .. , c·ntcrprises in other States would have 
it borne in on their minds that that had been 
the result all through. He had not got the 
fig·urcs. but if he had he could sh?w that the 
same state of things had resulted m the ~ther 
Statos of the Corr.monwealt_h whe_re State 
cntPrprises had been brought. m.to bemg. The 
oniY iustification for estabhshiJ?-g these c_on­
c,rns ·was, firet. in case the pnbhc were bemg 
0xploited: secondly, that t~e resources at 
hand did not satisfy public wants; and 
thirdlv when the methods were extravagant 
and co~1ld be choap~ned by State control. It 

Mr. Swayne.] 
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was ,aid that the public were exploited, but 
that has been disproved by the lips of the 
manager of the State sa wn1ills himself. He 
did not think there had been any difficulty 
lutely in getting timber. As to the methods 
of private enterprise being extravagant, he 
did not think there were any grounds for 
saymg thctt such had been the case. As to 
whether the public had been exploited, he 
found .Mr. Bromiley, the m·anager of the 
State sawrr·ills, on page 63 of the evidence 
of the Select Committee, said--

" 1088. Bv the Chairman : How do the 
Brisbane prices to the general public 
compare with the prices charged prior 
to the pm·chase by the Government of 
the Valley mill ?-They are considerably 
higher than they were then." 

The prices had gone up since the purchase of 
these mills--

" 1089. For the same clases of timber, 
is there o.ny difference between your 
pri< •oS and the prices charged by the 
members of the Timber 2\Ierchants' Asso­
cicttion ?-Ye'. I suppose our prices are 
about n per cent. lower than their 
llriccs.'' 

He noticed that that was denied later on 
but. as a set-off ag-ainst that they had bee; 
run at. a loss and had paid neither rates, 
taxes, 1ncome tax, r:or land tax. Then-

" 1090. For the .<ame classes of timber? 
-Yes. 

" 1091. Do you remember your people 
at, any time wanting to have the priees 
raised b 0 cause you found you could not 
n.-ake the business pay at the old prices?'' 

That was the time it was said the timber 
n;;erchants were ov<>rcharging to the extent 
ot 53. per hundred-

" Y os. I discovered very quickly that 
we .could not sell at the prices we started 
sellmg at. The prices then were ridi­
culous.'' 

The conkntion that the people were being 
taken d'?wn by the privat0 sawmills was 
amply disproved.. Tf>at was one of the very 
f<'W re~sons to JUStify the State venturing 
money m concerns of this kind. A"'ain bear­
ing on the subiect of whether the 

0

State was 
being exploited before the embarkation of 
the St~te upon this busine~;;, at question 1092 
the evidence states-

" Vi' as the increase m '.de as the result 
of an ~grecment between yourselves and 
the Timber Merchants' Association?­
~ o. , They ~old ;ne that they propo~ed 
altermg their pnces, and I said that I 
could not se<> that they could do other­
wise nnlcss they were prepared to sell 
at ." lo~s, and, of course, they altered 
their prices, and I did likewise." 

W'here was the truth in the statement they 
heard a!1ont election time that the people 
wore bemg taken down by a timber ring? 
It was amply disproved. and that very valu­
able evide!'ce shoulJ be produced at the 
next elcet;on when t;he<y m·ight be con­
fronted with extravagant charges· about 
trusts and combines. He noticed that Mr. 
Bromiley contended that the State sawmills 
haJ no advantage in regard to royalty and 
tha~ they were paying rather more tha~ the 
ordmary sawmills. He noticed that Mr. 
Campbell, on page 84 of the evidence, said-

" Have vou any knowledge as to 
the royalties paid bv the State sawmills 
and the private miils?-Yes. On page 
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1675 of 'Hansard' for this session, in 
reply to a question which I asked Mr. 
Petrie to put, the Treasurer said that 
the prices at Taromeo paid py the State 
run from 2s. 3d. to 3s. 6d., and that the 
general public are paying from 3s. 3d. 
to 6s. 1d. I notice in Mr. Bromiley's 
evidcnco a statement I would like to 
take exception to. He stated that they 
are paying more royalties than we _ar,_:_ 
'I'hat is not a fact. They get their 
royalties at a basis fix?d by the Govern· 
n1ent, "\vith no coin petition; whereas we 
have competition all the time-not only 
competition amongst ourselves, but 
among·st. the timber-getters. Further, the 
State sawmills have the advantage at the 
present time in the fact that the block 
of timber they arc working is far nean r 
the mill than a lot of others who am 
paying a higher price, and that gives a 
tremendous advantage to a mill." 

He quoted that to show that there was no 
reason for the State locking up between 
£30.000 and £40,000 of loan monev in a 
venture of this kind. As regarded State 
management, there was no doubt that the 
Stato was at a disadvantage compared with 
a private individual in carrying on a busi· 
ness successfully. They might utter plati­
tudes about the general benefits of the StatP 
carrying on ventures, but, after all, they had 
to be run on business lines. If thev were 
not, somebody had to pay, and as the loss 
went on increasing the time. would come 
when the taxpayers could not bear the 
burd"n, and general Jisaster would accrue. 
As making good his argument on that point 
he had here a pamphlet on the matter, wli:ich 
said-

" Some of the reasons for these failures 
by the Government to make their de­
partments pay is sum,med up by 'M. Yves 
Guyot,' on<'e ' Minister of Finance in 
France,' where Socialism has a strong 
hold. He says: 'The State is always 
generous, because it. had the spending of 
other people's money'; and again, 'The> 
State is the great fiction by means of 
which everyone tries to live at the ex­
pense of everybody else.' It is always 
politically popular for a department to 
spend plenty of money, and the more 
industries it has to look after the greater 
its importance." 

Of course, there was no doubt that the,· 
went in for a good deal of electioneering 
and, if he might use the words, "the buying 
of votes" by the State taking the>,•e thing'! 
in hand. Again, as dealing with the whole 
subject of the disadvantages the State 
laboured under in these matters, he had here 
a book on ''Collectivism," by Paul Loroy 
Boaulicu. It said-

" but history and experience show that 
State administration, so far from being 
infallible, is, on the contrary, far in­
ferior to private administration in respect 
of certainty and promptitude of conoep­
tion and execution. On the one side 
there is private interest, always alert 
and active; on the other, officials Earn­
pored by rigid regulations i,mposed by 
a bureaucracy, slaves of red tape. cap­
able of dealing with normal conditions 
only, and impotent. when confronted with 
the exceptional difficulties and unexpected 
vicissitudes to which the economic world 
is always liable. Again, on the one side 
we have the energies of millions of men 
freely and actively engaged in work 
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which they understand, on which their 
living depends, and which, therfore, the:· 
perform with gre~ t keenness; and on the 
other, the cool inrlifference of adminis­
trators, who would be quite as much 
benumbed as stimulated by the respomi­
bilities thrown upon them. No doubt. 
there are certain services which can be 
satisfactorily performed by the State, but 
this does not justify the inferenu that 
all scn·ices may be nationalised with 
safeh~." L 

Mr. Il.OBERTS (Ea.st Too2ooornba): He 
understoo-d an ampndment had been mDved 
by the hon. member for Dravton to reduce 
tlw vote by £10.000. He ,vas inclined to 
think the amendment would have been better 
in another place. Personally, he thought it 
was rather a good deal for the manager of 
the Stat<' sawmill to come to an understand­
ing with the Insurance Commissioner that 
he •. ,·onld pa:,· this sum of money. He wanted 
to make it clear that, as he understood it, 
whatever action was taken on that vote it 
would not in any way make any difference 
to the widow of the man who lost his life in 
the employ of the State sawmill. That had 
t.o be paid by the employer, as proYided under 
the Act. The Government, as he understood 
it, had come to the conclus'on that it would 
be be+tc>r to carrv their own insurance and 
pay the Commissi~ner 3 per cent. for manag­
ing their business. That we s to say, when 
a claim came along he would inquire into it, 
come to a decision, and pav it. looking to 
th0 State sawmill, or any other Government 
department, to refund that sum of money. 
He was inclined to think that tlw State 
sawmill manager had done a good stroke for 
the business he was in. Under the ordinary 
conditions he woul-d have been liable, at the 
least, for £600, which would have had to 
come out of his very small profits, if there 
had been a profit made in the last eighteen 
months. As against that, he had had to pay 
about £200 to the Insurance Commissioner. 
He certainly propose-d to make his attack 
on the Insurance Commissioner. He thought 
it was most remarkable that the Govern­
me:lt coul-d be allowed by an officer free from 
interference to make those arrangements. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! The hon. 
member has admitted that he would be out 
of order in discussing the question on this 
vote. 

Mr. ROBERTS. He had not admitted 
anvthing of the sort. He said he was pre­
p>tred to make an attack on another vote. 
That was the position he wished to confine 
himself to. 

Amendment (Jfr. Bebbington's) put and 
negatived. 

At five minutes to 5 o'clock p.m., 
Mr. ROBERTS took the chair as Temporary 

Chairman. 
Original question put. 

Ho~. J. TOLMIE : Before the vote was 
put, he desire-d to enter his protest against 
the, business that had been carried on by the 
Go,·ernment. Thev had the evidence elicited 
bj a special comm'ission and by the Auditor­
General. 

'!'he TREASURER: Not a special commission. 
Ho~. J. TOLMIE: A special commission 

appointed by the Legislative Council. 
'I'he TREASURER: There is no such thing. 

There is a great difference between a Royal 
Commission and a Select Committee. 

Ho:;r. J. TOLMlli: They were just quib­
bling over a word. He was "':'':e no one was 
more fully alive to the I?OsitiOn than t~e 
Treasurer. A Select Committee of the Legis­
lative Council had been sitting for some 
considerable time for the purpose of dealing 
with these enterpris('S of the Gov:r_nment, 
and the evidence that had been ehcJted to 
the present time showed a s_hocking c~m­
dition of things, inasmuch !'S 111 cor:ne~tiOn 
with some of these enterpnses-partwu.arly 
the one they were now discussins;-the pur­
chases were mado in a vPry haphazard 
manner. On examining the evidence that 
had been adduced, they four:d th":t there 
was no proper overhaul of this bus111ess at 
all. The officer who was entrusted with the 
purchase received clear and definite instruc­
tions from the Treasurer-" vVe hfwe got to 
buv a sawmill "-and they went and pur­
eh; ,.,d a sawmill. It did not m a Her whether 
the sawmill was value for the money that 
was paid or not. That was a matter 
immaterial to the -department concerned. 
'l'hn instrudions laid down by the Treasurer 
were, "\\r.,.e 'vant a sawmill, and a sawmill 
W<' must hrtve"; and they got a s_awmill, and 
up to the present time the sawmill had been 
a losing concern. The officers of the depart­
ment associated with the mill would_ !'ccept 
!1•) responsibility either f~r the r;onditiOn of 
the mill or for the quantity of timber tl:ere 
whPn thPy purchase-d it. Under examma­
tion as witnessPs, they were unable to say 
whether the timber thev purchased was there 
now, or portion of 'i~, or whether they 
received value for the timber that had been 
sold. They were unable to discriminate be­
tween new timber cut and sold >tn-d the old 
timber that was disposed of, and consequently 
thev had no adenuate idPa as to ~o>~ the 
transactions turned out. The only th111&' they 
kn0w was that the Auditor-G<;nr;ral. m h_Is 
rEport, showed there was. a dt~tmct loss 111 

the working of the sawmill. \\ h~t was the 
obiect of purchasing that sawmill? Tl_wy 
said it wa" for the. purpose of suppl::mg 
Government contracts. And they did >:ot 
supply Government contr~ 0ts from the m1ll, 
except for the metropolitan area. because 
thPv had to depend up<~m the. country saw­
mills for the supply of timber 111 the country 
di;;tricts. and there they had to pay the 
prices of the ordinary timber . merchants. 
There ,,:a,s no evidence that in Bnsbane th!'Y 
were giving cheaper tim~er to the pubhc, 
and that was one of the obJects for whwh the 
sawmill was purchased. He rememb<:red 
visiting the Beerburrum settlemPnt a !I ~tie 
time ago. and there he learned that, whilst 
the Government purchased timber fr9m the 
State sawmill for the pnrpoRe of erectmg ~he 
State buildings, the men who v. ere puttmg 
up th0 ir cottages did not do so. '!'hey pur­
chased timb<'r from another s~wmiii m the 
district, some considerab!e distance away, 
from which. so far as his memory ~erved. 
thev had to take the timber bY 'Yagon mste'!'d 
of 'bv rail and, notwithstandmg that dis­
a bilitv tho~e men preferred to purchase the 
timbe'r' at that sawmill rather than pur_chase 
it from the Government, for the Simple 
reason that they found they could get better 
timber-because they had not to take the 
seconds foisted on them by the Government, 
as thev were foisting them on workmen's 
cottag~s and in othey cases w_here the unfor­
tunate persons had to take timber from the 
Government-and they were also able. to get 
cheaper timbe;.. I_f, then, the sawmill was 
serving no ubhtanan purpose, why should 

lion. J. Tolm'ie.] 
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it be continued? It was an enterprise that 
had. been a failure, and from what he could 
g-ather it was likely to be a failure, although 
the Government were in the happy position 
that they did not tax themselves on the land 
and they paid no municipal or shire council 
rates the same as other people, and, notwith­
st:mding ail those facts, they were not able 
to come into competition throughout the 
State with the ordinary sawmillers. If it 
were an enterpri·oe that was going to cheapen 
timber to the general public there might be 
something in it. They said their sole object 
was to cheapen timber to the Public Works 
Department, and there was no conclucive 
evidence that they had even supplied the 
Public ·works Department cheaper than the 
department could be supplied elsewhere. It 
v. as one of those fads the Government intro­
duced for the purpose of showing the public 
what excellent business men they were, and 
sho·,,·ing the extent to which they could carry 
out private enterprises. But the evidence 
had been that for the time it had been in 
exisknce they had not been able even to 
make both ends mcPt. He wondered if that 
was the position of all sa wmillers in the 
State of Queensland. As a matter of fact, 
the other sawmillers said that, although they 
were not making great profits. up to the 
present time they were able to carry on and 
make both ends meet. ·what was wrong with 
the Governmenc that thev could not do that? 
They ha·d all the advantages on their side, 
but they could not do it. Their lose was a 
serious 'loss-probably not to the Queensland 
Government, but to any private person 
engaged in the same line of business, with 
the amount of capital invested that the 
Government had, the loss that had been ex­
perienced would be regarded as a serious loss, 
and if that loss were persisted in over a 
length of time he was afraid the persons 
carrying en the industry o•;ould find them­
selves, not only in the Insolvency Court, but 
before a judge of the State to explain why, 
when thev were r•mning a losing business 
for the length of ,;ime they were. they did 
not take an opportunity of callinv, their 
er editors tog-ether and putting them in pos­
session of the facts and either having the 
businees wound up ~r getting an opp~ortunity 
to earn· on under other conditions. That is 
what ,;oul-d happen to any person engaged 
in private enterprise if losing as the Govern­
ment were over so long a time--playing with 
other people's money in thP '''"·Y they had 
been. It would be regarded as a criminal 
act; but because the Government had the 
State of Queensland behind them they were 
of opinion that they conld continue in the 
course they had been following and play 
with the people's money in the way they 
had hPcn playing with it. It fact, it was a 
most reprehensible practice, and one that 
should he nipped in the bud rig-ht at thP 
verv beginning. 'rhat state of things should 
be 'broug-ht up with a round turn, and the 
Governrn•,nt should be made to realise that 
the people were not going to stand the public 
finances being played with in the way they 
were. There could be no justification for 
the action of the Government. because they 
should be able, with the advantages they 
poesessed, t0 do what a private .sawmiller 
was atile to do. That was the pomt of the 
greatest importance. The Government stood 
in the position of the hest-favoured party. 
'They had a position set apart for them 
that the private employer had not, and they 
were free from disabilities that rested upon 

[Hon. J. TolmiP. 

the shoulders of the person e!'gaged . in 
private enterprise. And, notw1thstandii!g 
that, it seemed to him that those en&aged m 
private enterprise could hold theu own, 
whilst the Government could not do so. 

The bell indicated that portion of the hon. 
member's time had expired. 

Ha}(. J. TOLMIE: Had it not .been due 
to the fact that the sa wmilling busmess h. ad 
in the past been considered one of the gilt­
edged enterprises in Q':ee!'sland tha.t the 
Government had engaged m 1t. Th£'y drd Eot 
see the Govcrninent start anything new, start 
off with an enterprise that somebody had n?t 
taken up, but when they want to engag~ m 
a busine's they looked round and ascertamed 
what enterprise appca,red to be the most 
flourishing. The only thing that had struck 
him showed a want of acumen 'on the pa_rt ?f 
Ministers was that they had not found 1t m 
the soft goods line-blouses .and that sort 
of thing. That was an enterprise that seem<;>d 
to be most flourishing to those engaged m 
it and that being so it was a mcst re.mark­
able fact that the prFsent Government had 
not entered upon th~ business. Perhaps they 
had it in contemplation. They. looked round 
and thought the pastc;ral busmess affor~ed 
them scope for increasmg the money C?mmg 
into the Treasury and they engaged m the 
pastoral industry; and, in . order to make 
that profibble, they were trymg to cut l!nder 
others and put others out of th~ . busmf"~· 
Then they went into the sawm1_llu;g busi­
ness, as it appeared to be a flourishmg one. 
At all evcnu, the gentleman who sold them 
the mill apparently did .a good thing in get­
ting out of it, because It. was not a paymg 
concern. He got out of It. the Gov.:;rnment 
got into it, and now they were losmg the 
taxpayers' mon0y. Had the~· . sho.wn a_ny 
responsibilit~- at all for the pos1tJon m whlC.h 
thev were placed as custodians of the pubhc 
funds they would, at th9 very earlif>':t oppo~­
tunity. have gone out of the sawmillmg bus:· 
nes3, it being a non-paying one from their 
point of view. He hoped before the vear 
was out that that was the cours-e they would 
pursue, and F.,- either that the sawmilling 
business was one that could not be made to 
pav or that the Government were the wrong 
persons to take it up. If they could sell out 
for the sa, me amount as they paid for it, well 
and ;:rood for the State, but if the:;· could 
not d-o that, l0t them make as small a loc' 
as possible and let the first loss be the last 
lo'•S. It '"a3 a very unfortunate thing that 
the Government should ever have entered 
the sawmilling business, hut it would be a 
more unfortun:1te thing still if they wefe 
to continue in the business. 

Mr. FORSYTH: He found that the stock 
on hand in connection with the sawmilling­
business o'n the 30th June was £27,000. It 
was quite evident to him that it was a huge 
mistake for tFie Government to enter that 
busintods, because although they had increased 
the stock enormously thev found that the 
actual increase in sales ,; as a mere baga· 
telle. The Auditor-GeneraL on page 14 of 
hi,~ report, states-

" It will thus be seen that for the 
period ended 30th Sept-ember, 1916, a 
slight decrease (£401 Os. 10d.) is shown 
in the stocks, whilst for the period ended 
30th June 1917, there has been an in­
crease of '£14,572 Ss. 4d. Thus, whilst 
the sales for the latter period only in­
creased by .£1,491 lls. 7d. (the difference 
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between £32,211 14s. lld. and £33,703 
6s. 6d.), the production increased by 
£14,572 Ss. 4d." 

He could not understand how any businc;s 
man could go on increasing that enormous 
quantity of stock. Any one who knew any­
thin~ about the timber business knew that 
whe;.; timber was once cut it depreciated 
very quickly on account of weather and other 
conditions, unh'ss it was used at once. The 
Auditor-General further said-

" The wisdom or otherwise of this 
course will reveal itself later, but it 
should be a matter for consideration 
whether the present policy of increasing 
the stock is advisable. The business r >n­
not be expected to show a profit whiL+ 
the ratio of the turnm-cr to the pro­
dtlction remains as is shown in the last 
period." 

In "pite of the fact that they were onl;. 
doinc- about £4,000 a month they had a 
stock- on hand of no le'•' than £27,000. \Vas 
it Y:cccs•arc to have a stock of £27,000 to 
run a business doing a turnover of £4.000 
a month 'I He was sure that no sa"·mi!ler 
would ever think of having such a stock on 
hand. It only showed that the Government 
had taken on a class of business that th,,~­
did not know much about, and there could 
be onlv one result, and that was a dead 
loss to· the State. He found that the insur­
ance on that stock of £27,000, including the 
buildings and machinery, wa1 only £13,000. 
The buildings alone must be worth a con­
siderable sum, and suppose they got a big 
fire there, what would happen? The Go­
vernment v. ould lose £25,000 in one act. 
""'.vhich WOl:Jd_ be cb.a::_·ged, c£ CGU.rSG, ::'cgu,in.st 
the State. No man who runs a mill would 
ever dream of having his stock insured for 
such a small amount as that, becaust>, as 
everyone knew, the risk was exceptionaL 
If the Govern,ment had a fire the loss would 
a.mount to more than the;;- could make from 
the sawmills in ten or fifteen years, even 
if there was anv profit at all. It was quite 
evident, as was 'stated in the evidence before 
the Select Committee, that the Goyernment 
paid far too much for tho stock. There wa'· 
no doubt that Mr. Raymond made an ex­
cellent bargain for himself, and it was quite 
evident from the report of the Auditor-Gen­
Pral that they paid too much for the whole 
deal. The Auditor-General said-

" It was then held bv me that the loss 
Was more than accountod for by reason 
of the fact that the stock of timber on 
hand at the Brisbane mill at the date of 
pnrchase was overest~mated, both as re­
gards quality and quantity, and to that 
edent. at least, too much was paid for 
the stock." 

Could anyone undorstunrl a businecs man 
buying a largP quantity of timber and simply 
ihking it for ~ranted? Every hundred feet 
of thrrt timber should have been mensured and 
thr•n the Qoyornment w•·nld have been able 
to arriY,e at what th- '.t!ur, of the timber 
,. as, and what quantit"' nf timber was "here. 
But no su('h thing \i\1 ,lS ·Gone in connection 
with Ra.Ymcmd's mill, and it was quite 
evident that -_{) far a~ Hie quan'it;:;- of the 
timber and the qu.ditr of the timbeJ' was 
concerned, tha~ far too much was paid for 
ic. Yc,t tho-. were ·u):pos<'d to have .a 
Government who undc•retood business. That 
was how the people's monev was being 
frittered away. There v1as no business tha-t 

ltc kne"· of that was "' spcculati ve as the 
sawmilling business. It was a well-kno\Hl 
fact that for .11any ye't" back the big saw­
millers were losing mon._y every ;:car. _i\lr. 
Bromilev pointml out that when the Govern­
ment bci'ught those mills in th0 fir.,t ca,-e he 
found out that it was L:tterly i:npossib:e to 
make it pay under the conditions existing 
r,t the time. Tlwv were to!rl tl,at ,.-ht•n the 
Governn]('nt bougl}t th0Ff' mills that the price 
of timber was too high :me! that they wore 
going to take aW'tY fr0m the 1nillers some 
of their larg8 profits. T;ut their o"vn lnana­
ger, as soon as he too le < harge of the mill, 
discovered very quic': 1 1 that he could not 
sell at the prices then clnrgcd, whic'l showed 
that the n1illers were .:anrqing too little. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
It shows that he ''as ha.ndicapped as com­
rared with the other millers. 

Mr. FORSYTH : In ,_hat way was he 
handicapped '; 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION: 
Because the millers had tar,;e an as of tim­
ber reserves v:hich they c-aught eh a;Jly years 
ago. 

Mr. FORSYTH: Ha-d r:ot the Govc>rmnent 
one of the biggest (lrh:t:-: in the country? 
Every r•_ sen·e belonged to the Goyornmcnt. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
In olden times the millrr, :wt the best timbe:r 
reserves and practically rrot a monopoly. 

.:V1r. FOR8YTH: Ww; it nDt a fact that 
the Gm crnment had the biggest tinrber 
rPcerves in Queensland ? ()f eo m· -e they paid 
rovalt-,;-. n,rr. Bromi!cv ·tatecl most em­
pl1aticaJly that when lw took charge of th" 
miii in December. 1815, the pncos charged 
by the sawmillcrs were si'Tiply ridiculous. 

::\Ir. McMI);N: Ridi.culonsly high. 

Mr. FORSYTH: Ri,!Jm,Jously low. If the 
hon member would loo'< at the evidence he 
would find that his st"rement was entirely 
wrong. Mr. Bromiky: when giving 
·evidence. "\vas asked-

" Do you ren10w.L er your pPople at 
any time wanting to have the prices 
raised because you found you could not 
make the business P:'Y at the old prices? 
-Yes. I discovered very quickly that 
we could not sell at t]Je prices we started 
selling et. The pri·.:cs then were ridi­
culous." 

As a matter of fact the prices charged by 
the private millers wen so low that they left 
the sawmillers .a dead Jr.,·s. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
No, they were n1aking fortunes 

Mr. FORSYTH : 'f:O,-, hon. gentleman 
know nothing about it llP knew two of the 
largest sawmillers in t~neensland had been 
losing thousands for the last two or three 
years. 

~·lr. McMlNN: Who art• they? 

l\1r. FORSYTH: Th•• ron. member woulrl 
find it in tht: evidC'n('8 There ''as a big 
mcrease in the price of Jog timber and tho' • 
things tend···d to mak•J ~Le profits diPappear 
altogether. As a matte,· oi fact no ono knew 
that berter than Mr. Hromilev. He was 
askod when giving evdr,nce- · 

"\V as the incren e "'ado as the result 
of an agrct=:::mcnt ~( 'ween yourseh-cs: and 
the Timber Merchccnto;' Ae,ociation ?­
No. They told me that they proposed 

Mr. ForSJtth.J 
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altering their price . and I said that I 
could not see that thcv could do other­
wise unh'SS they WPl'c f>l'~pal cd to selJ at 
a loss, and, of Coln'o•.', th('y altered the;r 
prices, and I did iikewise." 

He stated that they cou\l clOt poesibly go on 
charging the prices thn:v had been charging 
without making a loss. ·when he found he 
could not make a profic he also raised his 
prices, and the prices iJaJ bPen raised more 
than once since thu Gon·rnment took over 
the n1il~s. Lait)r on, on :...·:count of a special 
a\V 1rd given to the 1ne.t1: 'dore expenses wero 
mcc:rred and they had to raise tlwir prices 
agam. 

Mr. l\1cMINN: How 'n''·-'h does an a 1•:ard 
put on to 100 feet of tiH1 ber :• 

=vrr. FORSYTH: That was the reason 
given by Mr. Bromiley If a person 
employed a large number of men, the same 
as those millers did, even if it was only 2d. 
per hour, in the aggregate it would amount 
to a considerable sum. That was the posi­
tion, so far as he understood it. Mr. Bromilev 
was asked- " 

" I presume you know whether the 
Valley mill is paying or not-is it paying 
or is it losing ?-'I'he last balance-sheet 
showed a loss. 

" Do you know how much ?-A loss of 
about £1,800." 

He aleo stated that that was for the whole 
period and not for the first year. Another 
thing to which he objected was that Mr. 
Bromilcy only wrote off a certain amount of 
depreciation. He said he wrote off 10 per 
cent., and the question was asked-

" Is it 10 per cent. on the original 
crst or 10 per cent. on each yea.r's 
balance?" 

And he stated-

" 'l'en per cent. on each year's bal-
ance.'' 

Now, that was a most ridiculous proposal­
to take 10 per cent. off each year's balance. 
What should be done was to take 10 per 
cent. olf the c tpital value, no m,atter what 
the balttnce might be. There was no doubt 
that :\Ir. Rayrrcond made a magnificent sale 
when he sold that mill to the Government· 
and !Hr. Bromilev and the Governm·ent wer~ 
beginning to re~lise that now. In connec­
tion with writing off, he said-

" Ten per cent. on each year's balance. 
I do not know that I am quite correct 
in saying that, but I imagine that it is 
on the balance each year. 

"At 5 per cent. it would have to go on 
fnr more than twenty years. Do you 
think that the life of machinery, taking 
it all round, would be twentv years?­
:\' o ; . no machinery would last that length 
of hme." 

'I'hey were not writing off enough. It was 
10 per cent. 11pon the actual turnover, or 
profit, or balance-sheet. There was no 
balance-sheet at all, because there had been 
n0 profit. It only showed that the Govern­
ment had got into a perfect muddle in con­
nection with that business. Yet it repre­
sPnted a huge sum of money, 1md the Govern­
ment wanted no less than £60,000 for that 
purpose. The turnover was only £4.000 per 
month, and the stock arrcounted to £27,000. 
They had increased their stock only about 

[lifr. Forsyth_ 

£1,300 or £1,400. What a ridiculous thing 
it was for the Government to increase its 
stock of timber, which was a perishabl!3 
commoditv and depreciate it ! If the busl­
uess was £8,000 per month instBad of £4,000, 
he could understand it. 

Mr. Mc:'dmN : It is a funny thing, if they 
have such a big stock, that so many public 
buildings are hung up for want of timber. 

Mr. FORSYTH : He said distinctly the 
a VB rage turnover was £4,000 per month, 
which was £48,000 per year; and they had a 
stock of £27,000. It appeared to him that 
the whole business could only result in a 
dead loss. That was what Mr. Bromiley 
stated. He said emphatically that the ratio 
of stock as against• the ratio of sales could 
only end up _in the one thin~. He said if 
they were gomg to go on w1th th?se huge 
stocks with the small turnover. 1t would 
onlv ~nd in one thing, and that was by a 
de;dlock. It will be a very good thing for 
the Government to give up that business alto­
gether, because it appeared to him that the 
longer they carried it on the more money 
they would lose. At the workshops at 
Ipswich road there had been no less than 
£31.265 spent, and they 'were hung up because 
thev could not get the remainder of the 
plant. The interest o:' that m'oney w):lich 
had been spent was gomg on all the tlme. 
\Yhat on earth was the good of putting up 
that machinery until they got the whole of 
it? There was also an amount of £27,000 
in stock, making £60,000 altogether. The 
whole business showed that the Governrr,ent 
had made a huge m'istake in going in for this 
sawrnilling busim·''· They had sawmills and 
timber yards in '\'ew South Wales, and the 
l03s there had been enormom. That had 
had to be wiped out, because they could not 
carry on any longer. The same thing 
httppened in Western Australia, where they 
werB wiping off thousands every year. They 
were not the things a Government should 
go in for. They should go in for something 
that v, ould stand criticism. In his estima­
tion. if they had a fire-he hoped they would 
not-the loss would probably be £20.000 or 
£25,000; and that was more than the profit 
they would make for the next ten or fifteen 
vcars. Thev were not insured for full 
;mlue; the"" were taking the risk with the 
money of the pPople of Queensland. They 
should be fully protected. The:.- could get 
insurance from the State Insurance Depart­
ment. Thev were placing themselves in a 
position different to that of other people, 
who had to insure. 

Mr. McMrNN: A good rnany carry it 
because the insurance prerrciums have been 
so very high in the past. 

Mr. FORSYTH: It was one of the very 
biggest risks they could have in insurance, 
and that was why it was so high. Therdore 
the Government should not run a big risk in 
that case. It was a mistake to do it. If they 
wanted to carry on business in a proper way 
they should see that everything was pro­
tected b" insnrance or otherwiee. Ic was 
quite evident that the Government had made 
a huge muddle in connection with the saw­
milling business. They starte-d wrongly by 
paying a huge sum of money in buying a 
propertv which everything showed was never 
worth the money. They paid for timber 
which e.vidently was not there, and they paid 
for a quality of timber that was not there. 
Whether they had made an allowance for 
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that he could not f'ay. Yet they found the 
Government wanting no less than £60 000 to 
carry. on this yea_r. All he could sdy was 
that It was a policy he did not believe in 
and it was a policy which the Governmen~ 
should get out of as quickly as possible; 
they should try to save their own skins 
before there was much more loss made Tha~ 
was conclusively proved b;,· Mr. B~omiley 
when he stated that when he started the 
businAss the prices of the various sawmillers 
in Brisbane and in the country were far too 
low-that they were ridiculously low. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC I~STRCCTIO)[ : 
If that mill was put out of existence, don't 
you think they would all raise the prices? 

Mr. FORSYTH: Before that mill came 
into exis~ence at all they were too low; they 
were _losmg money then, acco!'ding to JYir. 
Bromdey. As a matter of fact, they did not 
know yet whether the rate was reduced when 
the GoYernment came into the business. Mr. 
Bromiley said the public were being charged 
~s. per lOO t.oo low. There was a good deal 
m .that busmess tJ:tat wanted looking into. 
!his .was not the time for them to speculate 
m thmgs whereby they would make a large 
loss to the SLate. 

MI·. SvVAYNE: The rise that had taken 
p:ace in prices since the entry of the Govern· 
ment into that business they were all aware 
of. They knew that at the 'last general elec­
tiOn the Liberals were defeated wholly and 
solely through absolute falsehoodB being told. 
One of .them wa.s about the way the public 
were bemg exploited in the prices of different 
arcicles. For instance, in the matter of 
timber the price was represented to be 4s. 
or 5s. too high. In reference to that, on page 
75 of the report of the Select Committee thev 
had the evidence of Mr. G. Brown. Question 
1328' was-

" When did the Government purchase 
Raymond's mill ?-I think it was at the 
end of 1915. 

" At that time were your firm and 
other sawmillers charging reasonable 
prices or otherwise to the public ?-Well, 
they werp not high, but nobody seemed 
to be satisfied that they were making 
reasonable profits. Some of the timber 
merchants, but not all, stated that they 
were making losses. 

"vVe have evidence that a special re· 
duction in the price of timber was ma·de 
by the Government for a limited period, 
apparently to work off their stocks. 
Leaving that out, do you know whether 
the Government have cheapened timber 
to the public, as compared with the prices 
charged by private sawmills ?-I do not 
think so-not to any appreciable extent. 
Certainly timber is not cheaper now than 
when they started, and the price is 
several shillings higher than it was. 

" Are the Government, in common 
with other mills, charging a higher price 
now than they were when the State saw­
mills started ?-Yes, a considerably 
higher price. 

"What percentage higher ?-I suppose 
the increase is somewhere about 4s. 6d. 
per 100 ft., roughly." 

Yet at the time of the last election the 
public were told that they were overcharged 
to the extent of 5s. per 100. There was 
another matter about which he thought the 

l'dinister in charge of the vote might give 
them some information. It has been stated­
he was not prepared to say whether it was 
true or not-that the State sawmills sold 
timber to the Day Labour Department at a 
low price in order that thev could show a 
fictitious advantage over the· contractor. 

Mr. McMrNN: That is not so. You did 
not see that in Bromiley's evidence. 

Mr. SW A YNE: Question 1435 bore that 
out, as follows :-

" Do you mean that the actual quan­
tities were not there ?-No; I mean the 
price at which the stock was taken. I 
cannot sa> anything about the measure­
ment, because one would have to go and 
check it all. I am simply taking what 
I consider to be the inflated value, know­
ing, as I do. the price at which the 
stock should h" ve been put in. I think 
I can prove to the committee without 
any trouble that the Government at the 
present time are selling timber at less 
than what they took it into stock at. 
That is a pretty big statement to make, 
but I will prove it. In the first place, 
according to the answers by Mr. Theo· 
dare to questions asked by Mr. Petrie in 
the House, the timber was purchased for 
16s. per lOO ft. right round. We now 
find that after eighteen months the Go­
vernment increased their stocks in rough 
pine up to 20s. per 100 ft., dreesed pine 
22s., rough hardwood 24s.. and dressed 
hard·,,, ood 26s. If you take the selling 
prices according to the list published by 
the State sawmills and the average tim­
ber sold to the Dav Labour Department, 
the first two items-rough pine-appear 
in the list price as 23s. up to 3 by 2, 
and 24s. 6d. up to 10 by 10 for first class, 
and 20s. and 21s 6d. respectively for 
second class. 'l'hn,t gives <1n averftge 
price for the t 'ro lines of 22,. 3d. This 
is a point I want to get at, bPcause Mr. 
Bromiley says that they are selling to the 
Dav Labour DPpartment at a flat rate 
of 2s per 100 feet below the price to the 
public. If he is doing so, then he has 
not onlv to handle his timber in the 
yard. b,;t he also has to cart it to where 
the jobs are, and the least he can do 
that for will l'un from ls. to 2s. ]Wr lOO 
feet. Therefore, on every foot of timber 
he is selling at the present time to the 
D>ty Labour Department he is losing, as 
compared with the price at which he 
took in his stock." 

They knew that that sort of thing had been 
done before in rEgard to State enterprises. 
They knew that in l'\ew Zc·aland at one time 
the Government WPrc running a coalmine, 
and thc•y were selling to the Railway Depart­
ment in order to get them to uSB inferior 
coal 'instead of bringing coal from New 
South "\Vales, at a reduction on that at which 
they were selling it to the general public, 
who were so •ituated that they had to buy 
their coal. Those assertions had often been 
made about those Government undertakings, 
and he thought the Minister in charge should; 
at anv rate, give them the satisfaction of 
saving that nothing of the kind had been 
ddne here. It would easily be seen that it 
was against good business, and must in the 
long run result in a loss to the taxpayers at 
large. 

Question put and passed. 

Mr. Swayne.l 
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PDBLIC CURATOR. 

The TREASURER moved-That £12,556 
be granted for the " Department of Justice­
Public Curator." 

Mr. PETRIE: The ]u,tc Public Curator, 
who was in ill health, had to go away for 
a while, and had asked to bG relieved. He 
understood that something was going to be 

done for him, or some other 
[5.30 p.m.] position found for him, but he 

was not aware that anything had 
bf0n done. He did not think the Govern­
ment ha,d altogether treated 11r. Douglas as 
well a,; they might have done, and he would 
like to kno,,· if it was the intention of the 
Government to find him, as promised, some 
other position in the service. 

The TREASURER: He had not heard of 
any mggcstion that Mr. Douglas had not 
be<:n well treated by the Government; as 
a matter of fact. lllr. Douglas wa,s selected 
from a number of applicants for the position 
by the Gova·nment when the position was 
ftnt c·reated. After sorw months in the 
department he •·ignified to the Minister in 
c·ha rge of the department that he wished to 
rctir,, from th<> pcsition-hc thought prin­
cipally for health re t:CCJns. He thought that 
the closE> attendance to dutv in the office 
was· not beneficial to his health, and that he 
duired to go abroad. He understood that 
he went to New Zealand and subsequently 
returned. 

:'lir. PETRIE: Hi .. health is all right now. 
Th<> TREASURER: He did not hear that 

Mr. Douglas h; d made application for any 
particular position; it had not come before 
the Cabinet. The Government had no com­
plaint against Mr. Douglas, whose duties 
were carried out in a manner which was 
entirely satisfactory. 

Mr. PETRIE: He was given to under­
otanr! that 11r. Douglas's health had now 
been restored. He thought there was some 
under .. tanding that something would be found 
for :Mr. Douglw', and he would like the 
Minister to make inquiries into the matter. 

The Tnc\Sl'RI:R: I will make inquiries. I 
think tlw hon. member must be under some 
misapprehension about any promise. 

Mr. FORSYTH : From the report of the 
Public Curator there was a considerable loss 
last year, but it appeared that the income 
and expenditure would soon balance. He 
had no doubt that this department would be 
able to pay its wav before long. In the 
Public Curator the" Government had got a 
good officer who, with his ability and energy, 
would be able to make the department a 
good one for the State and the people as 
well. Ho noticed that there was an enormous 
increase in the number of hands; he did 
not say they were not wanted, but +his year 
the number was forty-two as ag-ainst nine­
teen last vear. The evidence showed that the 
buoiness of the office was increasing, but he 
would like nn explanation from the Trea­
surer as to wh<>ther the extension of business 
had been so grc.~t as to cause this large 
incrc-,se of officials in the department. He 
hoped that the department Rt the end of the 
yea.r would turn out all right and show that 
it , ... "' able to pay its way. 

The TREASURER: This v-as altogether 
a new office. only established last year, and 
it took some organising and preliminary pre­
paration before the office could be established 
upon a business footing. Since the new 
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Public Curator had been appointed he had 
been vorv active in reorganising the depart­
ment, arid in making room for expansion in 
every part of the Stat(l. As hon. members 
would 'cc from the Curator's report, the 
volume of business was incroc.sing. The vast 
expansion taking place, as indicated in the 
report, <:-xplained the necessity for the in­
crea-cd staff. The Curator, in his report, 
stated that there had been an apparent 
proftt of £1,400 19s. 6d. He stated-

" This does not show the true position, 
however. There has been no charge 
made for the services of officers at Towns­
villa and Rockhampton, the staffs of the 
SupremE' Courts at the places mentioned 
having been utilised. The services of 
the clerks of petty sessions have also 
been av i!cd of without any cost to this 
office. R<>nt had not been charged for 
the opac•l occupied in the Treasury Build­
ingo nor has any cxpen··e been incurred 
for lighting and cleaning offices. 

" On the other hand, the offic8 has 
rendered certain services for which no 
remuneration is received, such as the 
defence of poor pri oners. the audit of 
trustees' returns under the Insolvcncv 
Act, and the collection of mRint<>nance 
of patients in hospitals for the insane 
and charihl{lE> institutions." 

Carr· ing out the recornmen,dation of the 
Puhlic Curator, he had been given a C'on"!­
plete staff. and t:vpEnvriting assi~~ancf'. Then, 
a Local Deputv Curator had been appoiPted 
at Townsville,' with a staff there, a-nd the 
offiC'e- was doing a very larg-e volulnf' of 1vork 
which previous])' 'H" done by the st-ff 
attach,•d to the Sunremc Court. and tnns­
mitted to Brisbane' for final action. That 
accounJ eel for the increase· and the tremen­
dous grmvth of the department in regard to 
the staff. 

)fr. BEBBIKGTON: Having had cne er 
h"o ca,es with the office in colmection with 
retnrm•d soldier,,,' e'tate~, he coul·d say thf1t 
the expenses had been r<>markably low. Th<> 
p:;.t::tt(~S \Ycrc· VL'l'V well manau-cd iri the 
intf'n 'ts of soldiers ·who lo·'t their livPs. H<> 
thoug-ht it wa' only right to make thet state· 
ment. 

Question put and paesed. 

STATE INSURANCE OFFICE. 

The TREc\SURER moved--That £220,000 
be granted for "State Insurance Office." 

Ho:--r .. J. TOLMIE: The Treasurer sC:emed 
to have a knack of dealing with hw1dreds of 
thousands and millions of pounds in an off­
hand way. but if it was a £5-note he would 
go to a considerable amount of trouble to 
explain the deb,.ils. 

The Tm \STJRER : 'rhere is no explanation 
required. 

HoN. ,J. TOLMIE: That '"as an accurate 
an'·~,,ver in l'C'.\!ard to a vcr·v considerable por­
tion of the \,-ark d th<> .. Gon•rnrncnt-they 
woro nnahlo to give an explanation. ; 

The Tr,lUSFBFR: I was nElv quoting one of 
vonr o\vn n1eYnl1ers. ' That u reP.'.~ ark is not 
Original from me 

Ho,. J. TOL'VliE: They ne· 2r expectE>cl 
anything original from t!lo ct1ler side. rrhcrc 
was an increase of officers from sevcnt, .. -thece 
to ninet~v-nine, and an incr <:~:c in the amo~nt 
of salari~s of £11.000, or ::wulv double wl1<1t 
thev ·,,-ere before. and surelY 'that admitted 
of ;ome explanation. He n~ticed !.hat there 
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had been a departure in regard to the work 
of the State Insurance Otfke. A number of 
appointments h&ll been made in regard to the 
life insurance branch. He took up tho same. 
attitud<> on this occasion as he took up last 
year with regard to these :,ppointments, and 
the disadvantage under which certain mem­
bers of the public service suffered. He 
gathered that the appointments had been 
made from outside the service. 

The TREASJ.:RER: Some of the appoint­
ments. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE : A junior appointment 
at a salary of £35, £40, or £60 a yet1r was 
made from the serYice. but the officer 
appointed at £600 or £700 a vear was 
brought in from outside the service. He 
was not .begrudging the mPn who had got 
the appomtments, but if therc were men in 
the .Public service capable of discharging the 
d!J-tles, and th.e~e were any incre1"es to be 
g1ven, the positions ought to go to the men 
who had giYen long and faithful se1-vice. 
Wh<ln the Insurance Office ""as established 
there was quite a host of public scryants per­
forming d~tie.s 9uite equal to those rE'qu1red 
of officers m th1s branch, but friends of the 
Government were appointed to the positions 
and tho long service of public servants was 
oyerlooked altogether. He took strong excep­
twn last year. and he did now, to this 
method of conducting public business. They 
had hcd no dc-1-,.ils supplied. SurGlv there 
ought to be some indication of what the 
duties of the respective officers were. so that 
they might have <1.n opportunitv of Iearnino­
for what purpose new appointments had bf'e~ 
made. How could they saferruard the 
interests of the public when a lump sum "as 
merely voted in this way? How could thev 
tell whether there wc,re officers ·,cho ·.vere 
being overlooked? He remembered last vear 
there was a larger number of officers 
appointed by the present Governm<mt from 
outside the public "'"vice, <tpproximating 
oyer 200 off!.ccr,. He found the same prac­
tice was gomg on now. \Vhe1·e there was a 
good thing in the public sarvice some friend 
of the GoYernment was introduced from out­
side, and the position was not made one of 
those that came under the public servi,-,, for 
the time being. Later on. the gentleman 
•appomted wa~, gazetted as an officer of the 
public service, but when the office was !lrst 
made it came within the provision that therG 
w.as noh?>dy in the public serYice capable of 
<1,1schargmg the duties app0rtaining to it. 
Consequently. they had recourse to the sec­
tion of the Public Servif'e Act that allowed 
"'n apvointment to be made from outside, 
·whc;reo < if they had a knowledge of the 
dubes they could very quickly make dis­
coveriP9 that those -:lntics could be discharo-ed 
l:>y officers in the public servicP. Thev k~ew 
that .men had \Jccn passed over, 'll1d good 
avwmtments g'!Yen to persons outside the 
sen-icP. instead of the persons inside tne 
service. One would ha,-e thourrht that officer-; 
who had been in the State Ins11rmce Depart­
ment might l1aV0 bPen seleCtPd for SOnle Of 
the appointments in the Fire InsuNnc<' 
Department. but he believed that thev were 
pa'5ed over, and the prominent po~itions, 
ca,r1·ying big salaries, were frivf'n to friends 
outsidA. He was not cavilling at the qualifi­
cations of those men. They n1ight have. an:l 
he believed they di-d have. the hi2:hest quali­
fications, but there were in the public cervice 
officers capable of doing the work, and those 
officers were being passed over. That was 
the point he wished to raise. He mainteined 
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that the Government was not fair and not 
just to those public servants. He hoped it 
would be the lost time he would have to 
speak on that matter in the manner he had 
spoken this year and last year. He was con­
fident it would be the la"t time for a long 
while, because he believed the Governmtmt 
would not have the opportunity of making 
such appointments again for some time. 

Mr. McPHAIL: "The wish is father to the 
thought." 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: The wish might be 
father to the thought, but even with the 
Opticiens Bill he saw signs of it. He hoped 
that before the vote w!lnt through the Trea­
surer, whv was in charge of those Estimates, 
would give the Committee the names of those 
ninety-nine 'lalaried officers. It was a 
remarkable thing they cot!ld not. make it one 
more. and make it an even 100. He hoped 
the Treasurer would tell them who those 
officers were, and what were the duties they 
performed. He noticed the amount for 
claims had been reduced by £35,000. That 
was an indication that there would be less 
money paid out and more m0ney coming in, 
because he noticed that they expected to 
make a profit of £250,000. 

The TREASURER : \V e do not expect to make 
a profit of £250.000. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: l\'o; the profit would 
be £30.000, the difference between £220,000 
expenditure and the estimated receipts, 
£250 000 He knew the nrofit was much' 
necd~d-that £30.000 taken· from the public. 
When the offlre eame into operation they 
were i,old it was for the purpose of cheapen­
ing insurance. He wanted to know who the 
ninety-nine public eervants were, what .were 
their duties. <Lnd who had been appomted 
from outside the service during the past year. 

The TREASURER: The Act under which 
the State Ineurance Commissioner operatr~d, 
as the hon. [rentleman knew well !lnough, 
because the principle was discussed when the 
Bill was going through the House, and. the 
hon. gentleman did not r<1ise any oppositiOn 
to the J1rinciple, gave the Co:nmissioner c.~n­
sidcrable power of discretion in the matter 
of raising and organising his st.,ff, and 
necc··~arily so be"ause. as the hon. member 
for Mlurumba would recognise, it would not 
he right for the Minister to be butting in 
and advi<ing the Commissioner In regard to 
that. 

Mr. FORSYTH: There is no reason why we 
should not have a list of the employevs. 

The TREASURER: It appoored in the Blue 
Book and it would be a ridiculous thing to 
hurd~n the Estimates with a full list. They 
had no such thing in regard to the railway 
employees. 

Hon. J. ToLMIE: They give us a special 
list, 

The TREASURER: And hon. members 
had a list of the emploveos in the State 
Insurance Office in the "Blue Book," which 
gave mor<' informl_ltion than he coni? pow, 
and more informatiOn than the Commisswner 
for Railwavs gave in regard to his officers. 
The" Blue Book" gave the year of the indi­
vidual's birth, the date of his entrance to the 
serYice. his f'moluments and allow :mces. and 
the date of his last inerease. In the raihyay 
list thev simply ,.ave the date of his appomt­
me.nt. the position he occupird, and his age. 
He thought that hon. me,mbers would find 
the "Blue Book" gave much more complete 

Hon. E. G. Theodore.] 
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inform:ation, and no good purpose would be 
served by including in the Estimates a huge 
list of the particular officers in that depart-
ment. 

Mr. BEBBI::'\GTO~ said he was of the 
opinion this would be the vote more particu­
larly on which to censure the manager for 
taki.ng out that policy on the dead men. 

The TREASl'RER: You want to deprive the 
unfortunate widow of that money. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: He was surprised 
at the 'rreasurer's statement. The Govern­
rr:ent knew perfectly well there was no such 
thing as the widow being robbed of that. 
'l'hey knew that every employer was respon­
sible, and it Wlh only a bit of sharp practice 
in transferring the loBs from one department 
to another. Would the Terasurer say that 
the Government were not re;;ponsible for 
that amount? 

The TREASURER : vV e were responsible and 
we would pay; that is more than you would 
do. 

Mr. BEBBINGTO~: It was only a bit of 
sharp practice in transferring that amount 
from one department to another to prevent a 
bigger loss being shown on the sawmills. 
The Insurance Department, they were 
promised, would be run practically on the 
co-operative principle-that was, it would not 
be a revenue-producing department. 

The TREASURER: You complain against the 
' State sawmill because it makes a loss, and 

against the State insurance because it makes 
a profit. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: It was transferred 
from the Sawrdll Department, so that that 
department would not show a loss, and it 
was a low-down way of financing, and nothing 
short of sharp practice, and it was a system 
which no Government should stoop to. If 
the manager of the Insurance Department 
was going to be " had" by every depart­
ment, if he was no sharper business man 
than not to know when he \Vas being " had,'.' 
he would not get on very well. The Insur­
ance Departmrnt should be run as a co­
operative department, and if the manager 
allowed himself to be taken down by every 
department, then he would lose money that 
bdonged to others. 

The TREA9CRER: He showed some sympathy 
with the widow, at any rate. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: It did not matter ls. 
to the widow, and the Treasurer knew that. 
He was only trying to make political capital 
out of sorr:ething that was not true. He 
knew perfectly well it was not true, and he 
was making an untrue statement when he 
said it m·ade a difference to the widow. The 
Insurance Commissioner made a bad bargain 
when he relieved the Sawmill Department of 
nearly £600. It did not make any differ­
ence to the widow, but it certainly made a 
difference to the Insurance Department, 
which was supposed to be run on a co-opera­
tive principle-that was to say, if the receipts 
were more than the expenditure, next year 
the premiums would be reduced or a portion 
of the profits would be returned as a bonus 
to the insurers. That was the principle they 
were told the Insurance Department would be 
run on, and he would tell hon. members 
why that assurance was required. In starting 
the Insurance Department, the Government 
practically ruined at least two co-operative 
insurance companies ; one, as the Acting 
Chairman would remember, was the Too-
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woorr:ba Co-operative Company, which repaid 
to its insurers from 30 per cent. to 60 per 
cent. of its premium's, If the manager of 
the Insurance Department allowed every 
Government department to put its burdens 
on to him, he would have less money. to 
retum to tlir' policv-holders, or the policy­
holders would have to pay increased 
burdens. He maintained that each department 
should stand on business principles, and show 
clear business methods of conducting their 
business and thev could then have some idea 
of the 'amount of business transacted. So 
far as the appointment of persons from out­
side the State service was concerned, he 
thou"'ht thctt where there were men already 
in the service who could fill the positions, 
and it would be promotion~ for them, they 
certainlv should have the opportumty of 
taking "the appointment. That was appar­
entlv not the case according to the lea<ler 
of the Opposition,' who sai.d a number .of 
persons had been brought mto the service 
and put into good pm,itions. Hon. members 
knew there were a number of lawyers 
recently appointed. He did not know that 
law,·ers were profitable people to employ. 
He "knew that when a lawver got hold of a 
small grievance between two neighb_ours, he 
would often work it up into a big thmg. 

Mr. McRPHY: You have no faith in 
lawyers? 

Mr BEBBI:'\GTON: ~o. He believed 
that ·there was a saying something like, 
"They that live by the law, shaJl die by the 
law." and for that reason he would not 
advise the Government to employ too many 
lawvers from outside. With regard to the 
State Insurance Department, he thought 
there were plenty of public serv~nts sui!able 
to do some of the work. Referrmg agam to 
the matter of the Insurance Department 
being conducted on a co-operative basis, he 
understood that the department had notified 
insurers that thev could insure for 10 per 
cent. less this year. 

At 7 o'clock p.m., 
The CHAIRMA" resumed the chair. 

:VIr. BEBBI::'\GTOK: It would be a good 
thing if some arrangement were made in the 
future for an extension of the insurance 
business, so long as it was carried on on co­
operative lines. He cert":inly obj,"cted to the 
Insurance Department bemg made a revenue­
producin!l' depa.rtr:rent. It ,hould he on the 
co-operative prmmplG, so that the P!'yments 
could be brought down as low as possible and 
the benefits made a,,, high as possible. It 
might be made compulc,ory on the lines of 
the superannuation scheme. 

::V1r. ROBER'l'S: Rrcference had been made 
to the action of the Insurance Com,mi ,ioner 
in entering into an agreement with the State 
Sawmills Department undo· which compensa­
tion was paid to a certain employee. If a 
privat., individual failed to insure his_ cm­
plovee it might be through an oversight < r 
want of thought. but in that ,case the de­
partment entered into an agreement with the 
Insurance Commissioner and undertook to do 
certain work and then when a serious loss 
occuned it ":as most unsatisfactory that thc,­
should come along and agree to accept the 
premium, which ·,yas about one-third of the 
claim they would be called upou to pay. He 
'vould like to know from the Minister if 
there was :>nv other department working on 
a similar basis. It was most unfair to the 
private employer, because the insurance 
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premi nn1s \vere ssc<S.sed 0"!1 the amount of 
the liabilit;:. If they were going to get those 
claims paid Irom the insuranc"' fund when it 
was no risk in the ordinarv semc of the term. 
it "·a~ not fair ro the out'side e~ployer, and 
h<' would like the Mini ter to assure the 
Committee that that procedure would not be 
:\do·Jted c vain. Thev had to recognise that 
the~ in··urnnr premil~ms in conucction with 
the sawrr,illing business were somewhat heavy 
as compared with other bnsinesse,. 

Question put and passed. 

CENTRAL SUGAR MILLS FUND. 

The 'rREASURER moved that £1,000,000 
be granted for "Central Sugar Mills Fund." 

Mr. S\VAYNE: This vote was connected 
with one of our principal food items. and 
he had noticed the way that the cost of pro­
duction in the mills was leaping up. As 
showin~; how the cost of producing sugar was 
advancmg, he had some figures that he had 
taken out in 1913 which showed that the 
cost of salaries and rations in that year 
amounted to £1 lls. Hd. per ton of sugar. 
Taking last year's figures he noticed that 
those items had increased to £2 4s. 4!d. From 
information supplied to him he had found 
that the cost of refining- had also increased 
from £1 Ss. 9d. per ton in 1913 to £1 12s. 
3d. per ton in 1914. It would be plainly 
seen that if the cost of production continued 
to jump up in that way !1-ny hope of getting 
cheap food wac, very slight. He suppo~ed 
if the truth were known that the same thmg 
would apply to the production of other food­
stuffs. On page 1 of the report of fhe 
General Manager of the Central Sugar Mills, 
the following appeared:-

"The manufacturing results of the 
millF, with the exception of Babinda, 
were not very satisfactory. Owing to the 
drought in the Central and Southern 
districts the cane crops were light. 
Moreover, there was a cessation for some 
weeks in several of the mills' operations 
during the period of the year when the 
cane was mature. This was due to a 
strike on the part of the farmers, who 
prott'sted against harvecting their crops 
under the Dickson award. upon re­
sumption of operations the wet season 
set in, and on account of the favourable 
weather conditions the cane took on a 
new growth, and as a result there was 
a marked decrease in the sugar contents. 
Further, it was impocsible to harvest 
much of the cane, and it was allowed to 
stand over." 

'\Yhat he wnntod io point out "·as that. Y hat­
ever was the C'aW-?, thr·re 1.vas no ~doubt it 
J.l?d to 1. ve1·y grr ve ln•-,.::. inder,,j_ to Qnecns· 
land and to .\uetralia. Il was owi1tg to the 
utter refus d of the jud.5e who heard the 
cr.se that brought abont. tho.t lo£·, to take 
into .consich;rution t11e (Gst of '"ork~11g. It 
must lw obviDus that if tlJ·t sc:·t of thing 
y~as to ronti11ut' and no at1 ent~on at .all was 
to be paid to the positio'l of one party to 
the arrangement, not only would that loss 
happ<'n. but it would be a Ios, all round. 
As to 'th,. action the f~nners took in the 
matter, it amounted to this-that unless 
something was done to draw public attention 
to this matt0r their plight would ha.ve been 
ver.v bad indeed. As it w~t', they were faced 
with ruin. Their cost of working was put 
·Up to snch a pitch that to continue--

The CHAIRMAN: Or<ier ! Order ! 

Mr. S\YAYNE: He wrs ouoling 'ram the 
report 11pon tl~c G,)YC'Ll!nl.~nt C0n'_::.·al :;;:ugar~ 
Inills. Sure}\~ \YhC'n thev ere~ Yc.ting l!lOney 
for those sug·al'-hlills-_:_ 

The CFLUR~.L\X: Orc1cr' The hon. 
rne1nbPr is i10\Y ·di::.eu.3'"'i;rg a qnc"t:·-Jn whiC'h 
\Hts yer" fully di',Cll"''·'d on the .-cte for the 
Industr(al CcJlHt. · 

2\1r. SWAYNE: \Yo;1'd the Chairman look 
at the official report? 

The CHAIRMAN : Old cc ! Order ! The 
hon. membet· is now re;:•eating a speech I 
bave heard at least two er bree times. 

Mr. SWAYXE: No. IJ., differed from 
the Chairman there. He lmd not referred to 
that matter; he ha·d r•eYPr mentioned the 
action of the farmers on that occasion. 

Hon. J. Tor,l\IIE :' This io the first time you 
have mentioned it to-day. 

Mr. SWAYXE': Th:o was the first time 
this session. If . the Chairman looked up 
what he had Gaid on any other question, he 
would find that he had uot mentioned the 
action of the farmers in that phase. He 
had mentioned other ;h·ikes, but not this. 
Certain interjections we-re made from the 
other side to him about it. but he had never 
replied to those intc:·jections. What he 
wanted to point out W'ls that-as shown by 
that report-there had been a considerable 
loss to the Stat<> in an rmportant article of 
food, and the Government must be held 
chargeable to a considcrai:'P extent for that. 
He might mention that previous to the case 
being dealt with he and the hon. member for 
Burrum waited upon the Treasurer, and 
•crew his attention to what was likelv to 
happen. l:"nfortunaterv, their forecasts' had 
been only too well bor~·,e out. They pointed 
out that, under the Aet ther in existence in 
reference to those mutters, the hon. gentle­
man had certain powers that Parliament 
had provided. He absolutely rcfmed to 
exercise those powers-tn act under them in 
.any way. He stated at the time it would 
be most improper for him to do so; but he 
afterwards did use:• tho8o nowers on behalf 
of the other f•'ction int ''csted in the matter 
-under the verv sectio:r of the Act of Parlia­
ment to which they had drawn his attention 
on that occasion. It '""s most decidedly 
differential and parti,,J treatment f(iven to 
one party .<ts against ti1e other. \Vhat he 
wanted more particu]:aly to refer to was 
that it wos true that th' farmers were con­
fronted witl:t ruin if !.hey went on; thev 
would simply go on wor,,mg at a loes. He 
thonght it ccmld be take"'' for grant0d that 
unless they had (\one what they had they 
would no~ have got the extra 3s. which they 
were gettmg now. and there would have been 
no variation of the award. Unless thev had 
ceasoo operations they would not have had 
any improvt•ment in the ·deplorable position, 
'Vhich meant insolvenc,-, a·,, it then con-
fronted them. , 

Mr. GLEDSOl":: The member for ::\la.kay 
got the increaecd price. 

Mr. SW A YNE : He did not. Something 
had to be done to impress the public with 
the urgency of the case. \Vhat had hap­
pened since had demonstrate·d that what he 
was saying was correct. He as pointing 
that out as showing the marked partiality 
of the Government in dealing with public 
matters. It was suggested when that deplor­
able position was on for six or seven weeks 
last year that Parliament was sitting at the 
time, and if the Treasurer did not like tc:> 

Mr. Swayne.] 
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exercise his powers under section 46 of the 
Industrial Peace Act it was quice open to him 
to take the necessary steps to give them a 
court of appeal. That was what they asked 
for. It was urged that they should have a 
com·b of appeal generally throughout the 
industry. 

The CHAIR:\1A::\' : 0rder ! The hon. 
member is '"'.)t in order in discussing that 
matter on this vote. 

::.\lr. ;3\VAYNE: The r.ositioL this year 
was largely aticcted l)y the occurrences of 
which he wa, speakin[l·. They would see 
that that was so by ,oc.king at the report 
upon the GoYer~>ment central sugar-mills, 
"hich was presented tu Parliament. Surely 
when he was dealing with a vote with which 
that report dealt, he W'1; justified in quoting 
from the report? 

The CHAIR:YIAN : Order ! The hon. 
member is quite justifi<'d in quoting from 
the report; but he is not justified in dealing 
»ith the effect of the Didrson award or re­
peating a S)JC(>Ch I have reard two or three 
times. 

Mr. S\VAY::\E: It was distinctly men· 
tioned there by the ma<~ager of those mills 
which they were now discmsing. Dr. Gibson. 
mid, " This was due to a st1·ike on the part 
of the farmers, who prote:,ted against har· 
vesting their crops under the Dick:on 
a'vard." 

The CHAIR:VIA="l: ( lrder! The hon. 
member has very fully diccussed the question 
of the Diclw:m award ou " previous vote. 

Mr. S \VA YNE : Ho di·d not think so. 

The CHAIRMAN : Q,·,lcr ! I cannot allow 
the hon. member to ccnt:nue on the lines 
on which he is now. lie must confine his 
attention to the vote before the Chair. 

:V1r. S\L\Y='JE: HP was speaking in 
re!;'ard to the positio:1 of those mills this 
season. 'I'his v. as a m a it<"· he ha,d not spoken 
of before. (Govcrnnwni dis,ont.) Others 
might have done so. H0 was pointing out 
that the Treasurer ·sas requested by the 
farmers to pro\ idc a court of appeal. He 
«bsolutely refused to .'c so; and yet when 
the railway men entered on a strike, within 
three weeks he gave them a court of appeal. 
It afforded a splendid opportunity for point­
ing out the discriminatory treatment given 
to one class of the community as compared 
with the other. 

:Mr. GLEDSOK: That is not correct. 

Mr. SWAYNE: Another matter to which 
he wished to refer in regard to t.hose mills 
wae that in their accounts the m·atter of 
depreciation was mentioned. With regard to 
the Pro.~erpine Mill, there was an item of 
£81-t for 8epreciation. That was in addi­
tion to redemption, renewals, and mainten­
ance. \Vhat made him more particularly 
refer to it was that he had asked a question 
the other day and elicited the fact that that 
depreciation was paid into trust fund. Then, 
when dealing with the Central Bureau, the 
Treasurer told them that the consulting 
engineer's salary was largely paid out of 
trust funds. It would appear that something 
over £2,400 was taken from trust funds and 
used for the m·aintenance of the central 
office. He quite realised that that was a fair 
charge to make on the mills, but he ques· 
tioned whether depreciation should be used 
in that way. '.rhe Treasurer distinctly stated 
that a large proportion of the expenses of the 
cPntral office was paid out of trust funds, 
·and that depreciation went into the trust 

[Mr. Swayne. 

funds. 'What he wished to know was whether· 
depreciation was used towards defraying the 
cost· of the central office. 

The TREAScRER : I am afraid that yon will: 
never understand the situation. 

Mr. SvVAY::\E: Ho understood this much,. 
that depreciation should not be taken for 
management expenses, but j udl)ing. the Trea­
surer by his own utterances, It did appear 
that depreciation might be used for defray­
ing a portion of the costs of the mauage­
ment of the central office. It would be a 
good thing if depreciation were usec;J for 
defraying the indebtedness of the mill to 
the State, but the State could not very. well 
apply depreciation to management salanes. 

The TREAScRER: You have absolutely no. 
comprehension what~ver of the P?sition, an~ 
it is no use my trymg to expl~m th_e posi· 
tion to you. Have a conversatiOn WI~h the 
hon. rr:ernber for Murrumba, and he Will put 
you right. 

Mr. SW AY::\E: If he had made any mis­
take in the matter, it was entirely due t.o 
the wav the Treasurer had answered his 
quv,•tion. There was an~ther mat~er tJ::at 
he should like to mention m ~nnection Wit~ 
this vote and that was the satisfactory poSI· 
tion gen'era:lly speaking, of the Babinda and 
South ,Johnstone mills, which were erected 
under the Sugar \Vorks Act of 1911. Th~y 
were the first mills which had been bmlt 
under that scheme which provided certain 
safeguards to prev~nt the mills ever becom· 
ing proprietary mills. As long as tJ::ey 
existed thev would be of a co-operative 
character, a·s precautions had been taken to 
prevent the shareholders being other than 
canegrowers, and against any divider;d 
being paid until after the State was paid 
off. After the State was paid off, there was 
a limitation for all time to the effect that 
the dividends must not exceed 5 per cent. 
That was a splendid feature in the Act, and 
it was one well worthy of imitation in other 
undertakings in which assistance was given 
to agricultural enterprise. It reflected great 
credit on the Government who passed the 
Act. The two milh during the time they 
had been in existence had contributed 
towards Queensland's wealth sorr':thing. over 
£400.000. The manager of the m'1lls pomted 
out that thev had treated over 200,000 tons 
of cane last season. That was a good thing 
for the communitv, because it afforded a 
considerable amount of employment; and it 
was a testimony to the good work done by 
the Denham Government. Another matter 
about which he would like to have some 
explanation, was the alkration mado in the 
method of furnishing chemical returns. In 
the manager's reports it was shown by th" 
chemicqJ returns for the Sf'uson 1915 that so 
many tons of sugar-cane had been treated, 
and that 1,200 tons of sugar had been lost. 
That was an unduly large arr·ount, and 
iEquiry should be m·ade as to how that eame 
about. He had the returns for the same 
mill this year, and he found that the per· 
cent age of loss was given, but not the total 
loss in connection with the mming of sugar­
cane, tht> same as in previous years, and 
no particulars as to loss in C'xtrac­
tion. This matter of loss in sugar raised 
the <mestion as to whether it was the fault 
of thP management or the fault of the 
cane-for instanc(', unnecessary bnrning­
but no particulars were given which would 
enable one to arrive at a conclusion regarding 
this matter. The present chemical return& 
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·were a departure from what had been the 
·practice in previous years, and he hoped the 
'"Trenxurer would give his attention to the 
ntatter. 

The TREAScRER: You give notice of a 
question to-morrow, and I will answer it. 

Mr. SvVAY:'>rE: Very well, he would take 
·the hon. gentleman at his word, and ask him 
··,t question on the matter, and he hoped the 
hon. gentlen:·an's reply would be such that 
there would be no mistake about it. 

Mr. BEBBINGTOJ'\ : This money, appar­
"'ntly. was mostly for co-operative mills. He 
supposed the people had an opportunity of 

owning them when they had paid 
[7.30- p.m.] off the mone,- owing to the Go· 

vernment. He saw that the 
amount of sugar this eeason was nearly 
double what it was last year, which was very 
pleasing. 

The TREASURER : More than double. 
:\Ir. BEBBINGTOl'\: He> as very plPased 

to hear the intelli1.·cnt \va,- in which the 
· hon. member for 11imni grasped the sugar 
""ituation. He had had very high respect 
for the hon. member ever since he lifted the 
dark cloud which hung over the sugar in­
dm•try when he went down to :Melbourne. 

The TREAST:RER: \Yhen he went down to 
.Melbourne! My word, ye'! 

:\1r. BEBBINGTOJ'\: Thev knew what a 
dark cloud hung over the industry in conse­
qnenc" of a proclamation issued b:v the Pre­
mier, and that nobody would even send a 
ship to Queeneland, as th~ Queensland Go­
vernment was in the habit of laying their 
imnds on everything which was loose, and a 
"teamer was considered as something which 
\Yas loose if it came into Queensland waters. 

··On that account the sugar industr:v was under 
a dark cloud, and the loss and unemploy­
ment in the North were very great. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! 
:'vir. BEBBINGTON: The polic,· of the last 

Government was in the direction of making it 
possible for the grower:< to buy out an,- mill. 
or build a new mill bv lidvancing 75 per 

·cent. of the value of the 'mill. 
The Tm:t.ScRER: 'Thcv did not use it on 

o:ae occasion. ~ 

Mr. BEBBINGTOX: Thev had not been 
in operation long enugh to rnake any appli­
-cation. He did not see that anv application 
had been made and granted by' this Govern­
ment. Th·,t was the polim· of the last Go­
vernment, which was supported by a large 
number of farmers' representatives. about 
twenty-seven in number. He had supported 
the Cane Prices Board Bill when it came 
before the House, and he hoped it would be 
a sueecss. Thev had to thank the hon. mem­
ber for Burrum for that Bill. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICL:LTT:RE : You are 
talking rot. 

Mr. BEBBINGTOI'\ :· He would dcfv the 
Minister for Agriculture to say that· they 
could fix a price in connection with the 
product of anv mill or industry before thev 

·saw what the· production was.' Thev must 
wait till they sold their product, so as to 
know what it would fetch. The\' could not 
say what they were going to get till the 
product W'ts ,marketed. 

The TREASuRER: You "·ant to rob the far­
mer~. 

::\lr. BEB~INGTON : The sugar industry 
:was one whiCh wanted handling very care-

fully. Men were perhaps making bigger 
wages in the sugar industry than in any 
other industry in Australia . 
. Mr. PAYNE: Are they getting too much? 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: He did not sav thPv 
were getting too much, but were not £8 
or £10 a week big wages? 

Mr. PAYKE: They work for it. 
Mr. BEBBINGTOK: They knew that when 

the war was over, and sugar could be im­
ported very cheaply from other countries, 
it would be a question as to whether the 
people in the South would consent to pay an 
extra £6 or £7 a ton for sugar. 

Mr. MOORE (kubigny) : He did not quite 
see what position these mills were going to 
be in. He noticed in one part of the report 
that they wanted to encourage the sugar in­
dustry so as to stop the, gold going out of 
the country; and then, in another part, it 
said that if everything had gone favourably 
this year, and there had been no strikes in 
the sugar industry, they would have pro­
duced 300,000 tons of sugar. and they would 
not have known what to do with it. as there 
would have been 40,000 tons over require· 
ments. \Vhat was !he extension of these 
mills going to mean? From the report of 
the accounts of cfmtral sugar-mills, it ap­
peared that several mills paid far more than 
they ought to ha"~"e paid. \Vhen a co-opera­
tive bacon or butter fa.ctory got an advance 
from the Government they had to carry on 
on a business footing and pay a sufficiPnt 
margin to meet Gowrnment liabilitio-. The 
report said-

" The price awarded by the Central 
Cane Prices Board for cane of the quality 
above specified was 3s. lOd. per ton less 
than the price of 25s. per ton ordered 
to be paid b:v the board on delivery, 
and the result was an over-pay.ment of 
approximately £29,000." 

In every case it seemed to him that these 
mills had paid more than they ought to have 
paid. How long was this going to continue? 
These mills had in nearly every case paid 
more than they ought to have paid. 

The TREASURER: Last vear was such an ex­
ceptionally bad season. · 

Mr. MOO RE: 'There was an estimate of 
300,000 tons for this season. 

The TREASURER: That i•. the 1917 season­
the season which is now on. It is a record 
season. 

Mr. MOORE: What position were the mills 
going to be in if they got these good seasons? 

The TREASL:RER : \Vith good seasons they 
will pa:v their way. 

:\1r. MOORE: It seemed to him they 
would not pay their way. 

The TRI'\SURER: If there is a surplus, we 
will carry it over till next year. 

Mr. MOORE: If they were going to ex­
tend the plantmg of sugar-cane, the pro­
duction of sugar \vould be more than the 
consumption. 

The TREAScRER: The average production 
for many years past has been short by 
60.000 or 70,000 tons. 

J\1r. MOOH.E: He knew that more cane 
was being planted, and the farmers were 
being encouraged to plant cane by the 
Director of Agriculture. and he did not know 
\that the result \muld be. He thought there 
was a dang<>r of over-production. 

The TREAST'RER : There is no danger of 
over-production with our present mills. This 
year has been an exceptional year. 

111 r. .M aore.! 
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J\Ir. J\IOORE : But the increase was going 
on all the time, and it seemed to him it was 
going to be a pretty risky business, particu­
larlv with the directors of "''ome of these 
milfs paving more than they ought. In one 
case the· Auditor-General made a particular 
reference to a mill, because it did not pay 
too much to their suppliers and "met all 
their liabilities in consequence. In many 
cases they paid highr"r than the surrounding 
mills, and ha·d nothing left afterwards to 
meet their liability. 

The TREASL"RER : You want us to screw 
the last penny out of the farmers? 

Mr. :YlOORE: He did not want to see 
anybody overpaid, and h"e did not want to 
se·· one section having their own way and 
another section kept up to their payments. 
It looked to him from the report that the 
sugar-1nills \YE're ~oing fro1n bad to worse, 
and it seemed to him to be the fault of the 
directors in paying more than they ought 
to pay. and the fault of the boards in fixmg 
prices before they were competent to do "'· 
It seemed to him there was loose bu,iness 
managen1ent son1e\v here. 

The TREAScRER: Do you di•agree with the 
principle of co-operatin1 mills? 

:Ylr. :YIOORE: He did not disagree with 
the principle of co-operative mills, but with 
the principle of men being allowed to pay 
more than the stuff was worth, and then 
not being able to meet their liabilities. They 
had the same position when the 1finister for 
Agriculture said in connection with the Su~ar 
Cane Pric,•s Bill what a ridiculous positiOn 
it would be to fix prices before they knew 
what they 1ve1:e going to get for the produce. 
Fortunately, rt had been amended. but all 
the co-operative mills seemed to be in the 
same position, and that was the part he 
could not understand. How were they going 
to get out of it, unless they paid a price 
that would leave a margin that would enable 
them to meet. their liabilities, especially 
when the extension of planting was to be 
encouraged and over-production would take 
place? 

Que·.tion put and passed. 

HARBOuRS AND RIVERS. 
The TREAS"CRER moved-That £106,637 

be granted for " Harbours and Rivers." 
:\Ir. FORSYTH said he noticed the amount 

was less than last year, but not very much 
less. He was under the impression that the 
amount would be verv much less. 

The TREAS"I'RER : 1 ou said yourself last 
year we were spendmg too much on the 
Brisbane River and ought to steady down. 

Mr. FORSYTH : He did not say that. As 
a matter of fact, it did not affect the revenue 
at all, because as soon as the Brisbane River 
works were complete and those hugu sums 
of money had been spent, the harbour dues 
would rise very much. Last year they spent 
on the vote £137,000. The estimate was 
£121.000, and the rm·enue derivable was 
£68.000. He noticed a verv large amount 
of work had been done in -~onnection with 
the removal of the Gardens Point and other 
works on the river. In the Hamilton Reach 
cutting a commencement had been made to 
deepen the cutting to 26 feet, and the 
Park er Island cutting 1vas widened to 600 
feet, with 26 feet throughout. What he was 
anxious to lcnow was when this huge amount 
of work w.ts to bP stopped? Had they 
arrived yet at a stage when there was no 
occasion to go on ? He understood there 
was a depth of 26 feet now available right 

LMr. Moore. 

up the river, and if that was so, when did. 
the Treasurer ~nticipatt> he would be able 
to reduce the liability in connection with 
the Brisbane River? He noticed there was 
an amount of £61,000 received in connection 
with harbour dues in the port of Brisbane, 
and no doubt when shipping got back to its 
normal condition that amount would be 
verv much increased. It had fallen away 
dur.ing the last twelve months more than 
1.J per cent. It was £70,000 in 1915 against 
£61,000 last vear. That was caused, of 
course, bv the· fact that shipping was inter­
fered with by the war. They were spending 
an enormous amount of money in connection 
with the harbours and rivers, and this year 
they estimated to spend £106,000. 

The TREASrRER: We are reducing it. 

::VIr. FORJYTI-I: A biv Item of the vot<J 
was for dredge~ aud !~!ant and working 
Pxpcmes. \Yhd lw .•.antcc1 to know was 
how long "·ere those big w,;rks going on and 
bovr long those big itcrns: 1vou~d appear on 
the Estimates. ·would thev appc.ar for the 
next two or three vears; He was under the 
impression that, so" far ; the Brisbane River 
was concerned, it was pretty well finished, 
and vessels drawing 26 fpe1, could come right 
up, and, thcrefcre. ;,.. hoped the amount 
would derr~ase ronsidna} lv and that the 
revenue deriYed £ron1 harbour dues would 
reduce the liabilit~·. which was certainly a 
verv he an· one. TherG was an item in the 
report about come re 1Jai1·c efL·.·:tcd to the 
jct+,y at Thursday Is!:..n·l. He understood 
that the Gm·ernmcnt r'"'eivcd about £600 a, 
year as rental for that jetty, and he noticed 
that from the renor ,. last vear £555 wns 
spent in repairs .• Tha~ was a big item. 
At one time the firm which he (Mr. Forsyth) 
represented used to n .. J £600 or £800 a 
vear for the lease of the Thursday Island 
] etty and they were also res pone iblo for the· 
repairs to the jetty. It ~ppcarccl now tJ::at 
rhe Government had tc> :Ja v for the repairs 
of the jottv and it lool:cd as if thev made a 
bad barga·i;1 ,,-ith the Torrcs Shire CouEcil 
at Thnr&dav Island He ''··ould like to know 
what rental the Go,·c;:oment o:ot from the 
Torres Shire Council. Rurne. Philp, and Co. 
ucnd to lr:1se the jettv, hut. thov gave it up, 
ancl now the Gover,;rncut had t'o pay the 
repairs themsch·es. Thn ~ looke·d like a bad 
bargain. 

'I'hc TREASuRER: \Vhat rlo you suggest we 
should do? 

Mr. FORSYTH: Ho thought it would 
have been better to leavr.; the jetty in private· 
bands, as the Governr.:ent would get more 
monov bv it. Last vear the Government 
had to pay £555 in repairS. 

The SECRETARY FOR RITLWAYS: That does 
not need to be repeated cr.rh year. 

;wr. FORSYTH: It bel to b0 rcneated 
(.Yerv SC'litarv vear. TI1C"fc things continu­
ally· crapped' up. The piles always had to 
be rephccd. and the if's,ee had to pay for 
that. His firm were on!y too delighted to 
give u;; the lease aEd let the Go1·ernment 
take it over. 

The SECRETARY FOR RArLWAYS: Arc you 
gnxious to take it up ag'lin? 

:Mr. FORSY'l'H: Xo. n1ic•J the conditiono 
were altere,:. The conditions were too drastic 
altogether as his firm naci to pay a rent. 
and also pay for repairs too. He 1vould lik& 
to know who ,,.,s rcspm1o;blc for the ropairo 
at the present time. 

The 'fnEAS17RER: The "hire council 
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~1r. FORSYTH: \Yho n,cid for the repair; 
last 1·ear? If the shi;·e connc:l also had to 
pay for thG l'L'pair! h8 ha~I nothiL.g furthor 
to ;:;ay. 

T'he TRJL'IFCRER · ':!'he pcsition with 
regard to the jetty at 'l'Jmrsday Island was 
exactly as the hon. genr 1 em an pointed out. 
At one time, Burns, Ph!lr· and Co leased 
the jetty, and they we:..·0 alsc responsible for 
repair8, but the Torres Shire Council were 
pre·sing for the jetty to be• handed over to 
the1r. at a reasonabb rental. \Vhen the 
]ea~e with Burns, Philp, and Co. expired, 
that firm showed no inciinclion to renew it. 
In fact they wanted to gnc it up. 

::\ir. FORSYTB: That is right. 
The TRE.·\SURER: ).n arrangement wa·; 

then made with the cunn~il to take it over 
at an annual rental of :£51)0 a vear and the 
C'OUlicil to b0 responslb-~e fo1·" all repairs. 
Certain repairs had to Le cone, and as they 
\vanted to hand ovC'r T.be jetty in a reason­
"blc condition the· Gm·cr,-,ment paid for the 
re pairs last year. 

:011r. FoRSYTH: \V ill the council have to 
pay the £555 for repairs last year? 

The TREASURER. Xo. The Govern­
ment paid that because the:; wished to hand 
the jetty over in a reasonable condition. 
If hun. members oppo;itu loekcd at the vote 
thev would see that tLc'l''c was a considerable 
red~u:tion. The Goycrn rnent \V ere desirous of 
keeping dow1' expendit:uc these times as 
much as pr:1cticable '- ;thout injuring the 
respective pcrts. 

)lr, FORSYTH: I was 1'clcrring particularly 
to Brisbane. 

The TREASURER: lf the hon, member 
would look at. page 15 of the Treasurer\; 
tubln,, hP ".\'Ould see .a staten1ent oi the 
harbour dues trust ace >t<Jct. He would see 
that the exp.,nditure on the Brisbane harbour 
was £99,521 and the rec.,ints £61.388. There 
had been an increase i r] the overdraft of 
£38,000 and the debit balance of the fnnd 
so far as the Brisban•J harbour was con­
cemed was £492,054. J'b<> port of Brisbane 
had now reached a fair'y -atisfactory degree 
of deYelopment and it .,.,-,ts thought that the 
time had n rrived whe·1 ~hev could steady 
down on the expenditure. T{ tho hon. mem­
ber had been followin,s tiw annual reports 
of the Harbours and Rivers Department he 
'\vould see the policy outlined by the engineer 
\Vas to deenPn the m.1ill c:1a.nnel as far as 
Pinkenbe. a];d subseque rJ ... to the Kew Farm 
"\Vh~u·vt'S, to remove a certain an1ount of 
ground in tbe Garde11s area, af1d 1nake a 
new cutting at the \vharY~'S and carry out 

0tber improyeJnents. \vhich Vi'Cre 
~8 p.m.] all pe.rt ot cne scheme. That 

scheme had <cdvanced so far that 
the engineer had recc•n1mended that the 
.ste<.l'dyi11g ·down should tnke place. The 
engineer p'Jinted out. thut it \vas not too 
profitable to carry 'mprovementc. too far 
ahead. They would simpl~· be making pro­
vision for YE'Ssols with n draught which did 
not call here at presew, "nd consequently 
he had recommended c0asin£" the bringinrs 
of the. cutting to 26 feet at low water springs 
at a certain point. Tl1erc£ore. tho large 
suction dredge "Hercnlc,," had been laid 
up, mcl probably wonld be laid up for some 
considerable time. T'wl woulcl enable a 
recluction in the n::pencli t .• t·r· to take place, 
and probably continue. '· 1 that the over­
eh aft in that respect \Voc!d not increase·. 

Hon. J. ToLmE: How many men will that 
put out of employment? 

The TREASURER: Fortunately, so far as 
he was able to understand, it had 'not thrcwn 
any out of employment. All of them had 
received employrnent suitable to their callings 
in the vicinitv of Brisb~ne-some from the 
Government, and others in private employ­
ment. 

Question put and passed, 

STATE FISHERY BcSINESS. 
The TREASURER moved-That .£34,000 

be granted for " State Fishery Business." 

Mr. FORSYTH : He felt verv dubious 
about this vote altogether. He w~s inclined 
to think that, whilce the Government might 
have ha-cl good intentions with regard to 
fish, they would find that they would come 
out of it like Sydney and Melbourne, w:th 
big loescs. They had spent a gTeat deal of 
money, and if there were any reasonable 
chance at all of making it a snccess it would 
be a good thing; but, so fa~ as one could 
judge, the report from the Auditor-General 
showed that £60,000 was likely to be spent in 
connection with th~ fish supply of Brisbane. 
The estimate. in connection with Brisbane 
was some £36,000 for the whole of the build­
ings, plant, machinery, etc., and they found 
that the Government went £18,000 over their 
own estimate. How they wcro going to mnke 
a profit on that outlay was a mystery to him. 
He did not think the·1 would ever make it 
pay. They had been' told by the Gov,ern­
ment that the~· wanted to go in for trawwrs, 
and before they finished with trawlers it 
would cost them £250,000, How was :"few 
South \'\'ales doing? Their business was 
showing an enormous lo"'· The same thing 
happened in Weotern Australia, and it was 
more likely that the same thing wo'!-ld 
follow h~re. The Government started w1th 
good inter.tions to give the people cheap fish, 
but where were the people who were getting 
cheap fish? He lived in Toowong, and he 
could not get it. The only place where you 
could get it was in town at the fish shops, 

1\ir. PETERSON: Did we not require a new 
fish market? 

::Ylr. FORSYTH: 'What was the rsood of it 
when they could not supply the people with 
fish? V\"here were the carts that were to go 
round ,,]] the various suburbs of Brisbane for 
miles outside thG citv? 

The TREAScRER : Did you expect us to start 
business before the market is built? You are 
a fine business r.aan ! 

:vir. FORSYTH: They were toJ.d thc~t ce.rts 
would be in all the suburhs, and it looked all 
right on paper, but, like almost everything 
cl'0 in the "ay of State· entcrprisfJ that 
lo~kcd well on i•aper, ,., hen it came to the 
:~ctual fact.J it was a failure. He predic:ted 
that the fish suppl:• would bP a huge failure. 
He could not see. anything ehc for it, hecanse 
he could 1 Dt sle h•w the Government could 
give them fish any cheaper th<J.u the ,fisher­
mn.n, more especially when you conEISl('red 
thd th~ Governnwnt were spendin:; £o0,000 
odd as capital. \Yhcre .-,as the end going to 
be'' \Vhere was there any sign at the 
present time that th.e induslry was gomg. ;o 
be a sr:_-cces,, and !!Olnp; to supply the ppop1e 
with cheap fish? ·xo sign whatever! Look 
at the ~e-turns for three 1nonthf; ! The 
Auditor-General, of ccmrse, s.:tid that you 
could not get a· profit and loos account ~or 
that period, but what -,·as the account gomg 
to be at the end of the twelve months? 

Mr. Forsyth.] 
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With that huge amount of monev. and the 
interest that would have to be c'narged on 
it, where was thei,- profit going to be? He 
predicted that when they got the balance­
sheet it would show an enormous loss. They 
knew how nvery State which had started 
State enterprises had paid. Where thev had 
a monopoly they had paid, but the ·large 
majority of State industries of that descrip­
tion had shown huge losses, both in New 
South Wales and W€stern Australia. Look 
.at their sawmills and fishshops. He had sent 
for their report, and found that up to the end 
of June thousands upon thousands of pounds 
had beBn lost. The same thing would apply 
here, because they had not shown the slightest 
sign of any sp€cial business capacitv. It 
would only end in the people of Queensland 
having to pay the piper. They would have 
th€ experience, and somebody else wt.uld 
have the money. 

Mr. GUN='< (Carnrtrvon): He did not mind 
the people of Brisbane having cheap fish, as 
cheap as they could get it, but he did not 
see why the peopk in the countn· should 
have to pay for it. So far as he could SBe, 
all the legislation since the pre,ent Govern­
ment had been in power had been for the big 
centres of population. The producing· areas 
were. not. considered. They got nothing­
nothmg at all. If Brisoone wanted to spend 
£65,000 on fisheries, Brisbane should nav the 
interei't on it, and not saddle the country 
with a burden. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: What about 
sending a trawler to the Bar won and getting 
some :Yiurray cod ? 

Mr. GUNN: They might be trawling in 
worse plaees than that. He noticed in con­
nection \vith the Government trawlers in 
New South \Yak~ there was a loss of £30,000, 
and the_ people who v:ere living in the 
country m Queensland did not want to lose 
any mone,r over the fishing industry. At the 
pr<;scnt time _everything was centralised in 
Bl'Isbane. Brisbane for everything. 

Mr. PETERSOX: \Vould you carry that argu­
ment to our l''tilway ? 

Mr. GLT='<N: That was a different thing. 
Brisba.n_e was kept going by the railways. 
The rmlwa0 s brought the produce from the 
country to Br"bane. This £65.000 could 
more profitably be e'cpended in building rail­
ways mto country districts. They might just 
as well have a 'jJossum-curing establishment 
in the countrv as have the fish markets 
in Brisbane. , They had a rabbit-curing 
establishment in his electorate, but it was not 
run by the Government. In his electorate 
n~thing V-' a" do;w by the Government; it was 
al1 done by prn·ate enterprise. 

The TREASl'RER: 'Who built the railways 
up there? 

Mr. GUN~: The railways were paid for 
bv the whole communitv. and the" were 
paying extremely ,.-ell under this wonderful 
GovernLH~Lc. · 

The CH.\IRMAN: Order! 
:\Ir. PETERSOX: \Vhat about the guarantee? 

Mr. GUNN: It was a mistake to do awav 
with the Guarantee Act. If he had his wav 
he would have kept the guarantee on. If 
people had those things they should be pre­
pared to pay for them. He would not 
grumble at having to pay the guarantee on 
his railway, and if he had a fish market in 

LMr. Forsyth. 

hi' eiedorate he; would be quite willing to 
pay the interest on it, but he did not see 
whj the country people shou!d haye to pay 
interest on the fish markets m Bnsbane. 

Mr. BEBBI?\GTON: He objected to this 
amount being expended in the capital while 
thev had schools in the country without 
windows. Thev had a school in his electorate 
with windows 'about a foot square, and they 
wanted something better so that they could 
get a little fresh air in. The ::\1inister him­
self admitted that something shoul-d be done. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! Order ! 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Some of that money 
should be spent in the country instead of 
opending it on fisheries in Brisbane. If it 
meant that the people of Brisbane would get 
cheap food, thev would not mind so much. 
In the nountrv ·some people had to travel 
forty or fifty 'miles to get their mails, and, 
i£ that amount of monev were spent on rail­
ways, it would be very 'much better. 

Holi. J. TOLl\UE: When the present 
Govermnent came into power the ink was 
hardlv drv on their commissions before they 
sent South to ac,certain what was being done 
there in rec·ard to the fishing business. It 
wa·· ullderst.Jod at that time that they were 
going to revolutionice the fishing industry, 
and. as had been state-d by the hon. member 
for · ::VIm·rumba, every elector around Bris­
bane was going to have fresh fish on his 
breakfa>t table. The position now was that 
the eitv p,lectors wme worsR off than the:· 
were before as thcv not only could not ~et 
fresh fish 'oH their breakfast tables, but 
apparently they conk\ not get fresh fish on 
their tables at anv t1me. The Government 
had not made a succe;c' of the industry. They 
had taken o>er assets in the shape of the 
old fish market. worth £3,900, and ·--ince 
then thev had succeeded in spending £36,000 
in bui].d]no- a fish market in Brisbane and 
storao-e do~n at vVvnnum, and they wanted 
anotl~e~· £18.000 before they could say their 
fish mHrkets were complete. Surely, after 
an cxpenditurc of £36,000. if they had given 
anv encouragement to the fishermen there 
ou;,.ht to be an abundance of fresh fish in the 
cit~ of Brisbane, even though they might 
ha,·e to go without fresh fish at Goo!'diw~ndi 
and Charleville. and away out. at Bud~vlll'!, 
unle··' the electors succee-ded m catchmg It 
fm· tbemselves. After the expenditure of 
£36 000 the citv of Brisbane should not be 
dep{·ived of the~ advantage of fresh fish. He 
ha .. d h~en rPadmg the newspapers-he had 
not the slightest doqbt that the statements 
were true to the extent of 90 'per cent., 
at an;- rate-and he found that there was a 
generid compl_aint that fres!" fish ha-d been 
unobtainable m Bnsbane "nee the present 
Go,-crnment took office and erected markets 
at a cot of £36.000, with another £18,000 to 
come. If they looked at the report of the 
Auditor-General they would see th!'t to sepd 
a case of fish from the boats at \\ ynnum to 
markets in Brisbane it cost ls., of which the 
Secretarv for Railways took 2d. The other 
10d. wa3 distr;buted in various ways. To get 
a case of fish fl'om the boats, at vVynnum, to 
the railwav station it cost 7d. He remem­
bered tlie figure·, that "ere obtained by the 
hon. member for Toombul some little time 
ago. n1uch to t h.e consternation of th? hon. 
rw1e:lwr for Bnhmba, whC> thought his pre­
s{).ryr;;, hnrl bf ,~n inva-ded. Those figures 
sho"~ed that the handling which took place 
at \Yynnum. at the prest·nt time, was out 
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<lf all proportion to the handling that took 
pb~e h ·fore the present Government came 
mto power. 

The TRE>.SCRER: That is so, because before 
that the fi'h was hand!t-d under insanitarv 
conditions. and was left out in the sun. Now 
we have cokl "tares. Perhaps you would 
1·a ther have stinking fish. 

Hox .. J. TOLJ.HE: The charge of 7d. per 
·case for putting the fish on the railway 
station was extortionate, and when the hon. 
. gentleman spcke of stinking fish it suddenly 
<:rossed hi, mind that the hon. gentleman, 
:in 'lllswering some questions in relation there­
to, indic dPd that some thousands of cases 
of fish that were handled !n the cold stores 
by the Government had gone rotten, and had 
to be disposed of. 

'The TREASC:RER : Your Government dumped 
tom of fish. The fish we dumped was fish 
-that we had been experimenting with. 

Hox .• J. TOL}liE: That was what he 
·want~- J to get at: they were experimenting. 

The TREAsrw::R : Your Government did not 
experiment; they simply dumped tons of it. 

Hex. J. TOL::UIE: Thev ha.d not been 
.told that the Government had been cxperi­
nlenting in that direction, but as soon as 
thev di•covered th.•t the Government had 
malhandled or badly handled the fish, and 
that it had become rotten and had to be 
dumped wmewhere, they were told that the 
GoYernment \vere only experitnenting with 
the fish. Was that not a lovelv •torv to 
spring on the people who had beei1 watc'hing 
their expcrime21ts all through? Did they 
think for cne moment that the intelligent 
elector of Queensland was likely to be be­
guiled with the ~tory they told-that they 
y;0re experim.: nting? If the:<- had been 
-doing that experimentation with fish, would 
they not h.:;ve h·:d a nice little report pre­
sented to that House ,-ho,··ing the various 
ldnds of fish they had handled? 

Tb• TREA:::l:RER: If you pursue that argu­
ment I 1vill read ', ou letters from members 
of the Opposition praising the fi·h. 

Hox. J. TOL::VliE: Even in face of the 
possibility of the Treasurer carrying out his 
threat, he still wanted to point out to the 
public of Queensland that if the Government 
had been experimentins, as they said they 
had been. thev :•-ould have had nice little 
11a.mphlets issued showing what they had 
·don0 for the fish supply of Queensland. It 
1vould have read well, tog·ether "-ith "Han­
sard," Xo. 37. which thev issued the other 
day, and the Australian Irnperial Force leaf­
Id showing- what the Queensland Govern­
ment had don<> for the returned soldier. But 
to come along with a little pamphlet showing 
'' How we c~uscd the fish supplv to become 
rotten" was not quite what theY wanted, 
and th:-·,- 1vould soon<r hav<e that litti'8 storv 
bnriPd in the sea along- with the fish. Bu't 
all that meant expense -to the taxp~Cyer, and 
expem0 to the taxpayer outside the citv of 
Brisb.'ne. which was supposed to be benefited. 
Thev had the declaration made bY residents 
of the cite- that the fish suppl;,. was not 
in1proved; if tnythi11g. it was in a \vorse 
·condition that it was before the Government 
took ·' hand in it. He supposed the position 
the;.' took up ''""·'· the ,,a.mP as that in regard 
to th~ butchors' shops-" if ~~ou \Yant the fish 
:"~ou can con1f' nncl get it. 1

' 

::\fr. FORSYTH : 'The interest biil comes to 
.£60 per week. 

Hox. J. TOLJ.IIE: TherG was about £20 
per week for wages, and the interest was £60 
per week, on top of the money they were 
asking for; and they said they were going 
to make a profit. 

The TREASURER: When did we say that? 
Which vote are you discussing? 

Hox. J. TOL'MIE: Fish. 
The TREASt::RER: Look at the Estimate 

again. 
Mr. FoRSYTH: The Estimate shows a loss 

of £2,000 . 
The TREASDRER: We estimate a loss. 
Mr. FORSYTH: Does that include interest? 
The TREAS1:RER: That includes interest, 

yes. 
HO!;'. J. TOL:M:IE: The scheme was not 

proving of advantage to the public, and at 
a time such as this it was verv necessary 
they should put those facts before' the public, 
so that thev could see what the Government 
were doing in 'regard to all those public 
enterprises. They were spending money that 
they were not making provision for, other 
than flying paper kites, and a~king somebody 
to come along and pay for them. It was a 
verv improper attitude to take up, because it 
wa 3 all added to the public debt. It was an 
unfair proposition to put before the public, 
a.nd it wa·· misleading the public when they 

ere led to suppme from the Estimates they 
had then that the Government were paying 
for tho··e transactions in regard to public 
enterprises in cash. Instead of that, they 
were using tru,.t moneys which might or 
might not be lost. It was an improper ~se 
to make of trust money. They were usmg 
loan funds and asking posterit:<' to foot the 
bill. In matters of that kind, where the 
industrv \Yas evanescent and might pass 
away a't .any time, it should be .financed out 
of consolidated revenue. so that, 1f there were 
anv loss. the persons who were immediately 
benefited by it had . to pay the loss if ~hat 
loss ha.ppencd to come at the present tnne. 
Inst0ad of that the:' were passing the loss 
on five, ten, fifteen, or perhaps twenty ~-ears. 
and then another Government had to face the 
difficuitie' that had been placed upon their 
shouldrrs b,- the precent Government. He 
did not think thPt the Government should 
continn' this fish business. It was an indus­
trv that had not the appearance of paying; 
it' wrts an industrv that had been tried in 
the other States and had been a failure; 
a!!d a· had been pointed out by hon. mem­
bers bdor0 in the House, if it were properly 
carried out it meant a. fleet of trawler', and 
those w<>re going to be exceedingly expensiYe 
to build now or in the future; and the 
rdurn from the crrpital inYested was not 
]ikelv to be sufficiPnt to pay the interest that 
they· had to pay to the public creditor. 

Mr. J\L\CARTKEY: He noticed that a 
sum of £19.000 was earmarked for the loan 
account for thi- industry, and £35,000 was 
taken from the same account last vear. 

The TRE.ISURER: \Ve are not ~liscussin~ 
that. 

Mr. MACART="EY: That was a total of 
£54,000 taken from loan account for two 
vPars. He had not the figures of the amount 
taken the year before. He was only mention­
ing that as showing the larv,e -sum of money 
which was being spent, and backing up the 
argument used bv the hon. member for 
D1:ayton that large sums of money had be<;n 
diYerted from nsdul and practical work m 
carrying out th8 rail way policy for the pur­
pose of those sideshow'•·. As a matter of fact, 

Mr. M acartney.] 
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the people in the metropolis had not been 
getting that ~e?viee of fish which they had 
prier to th0 Government's taking that busi­
nese up. The distribution had practically 
cecesed. The people living out in the subur­
ban areas were likely to get no fish supplies 
whatever. .\part from that. they found that 
the cost of fish wc'.S greater, comparatively, 
than the cost of meat. The hon. g,•ntleman 
laughed. 

The TREAS'CRER: I vms laughing at vour 
misrepresentation. 

Mr. MACART::\'EY: Those things were 
done for the purpose of vote-cakhing. The 
fa~t remained that they were steadily going 
back in the metropolis. The conveniencqs 
which. up to ihe pr€·>ent. the public had 
enjoyed were gradually disappearing. The 
diftributing butehe·r "as disappearing, and 
the fish hawker had disappeared altogether. 
It was not necesBary to stress the point. The 
fact was that in the suburbs-out in South 
Brisbal!e, Toowong. and other places-the 
conveniences regarding the ;upply of fish 
were not what they were before. 

::\Ir. FORSYTH: They don't get any at all 
TIO'\V. 

::\ir. l\:IACART='TEY: They did not get any 
at all; and the time was fast coming when, 
unless they lived next door to the fish or the 
n·eat shop. they could go ,,ithout, unless they 
had a Government motor-car and a chauffeur, 
whose principal occupation \Vas colleoting 
the drrily supplieE. 

}fr. )fOORE: There was a great deal of 
~noney being spent on this Government fi•·h 
industry, and 11c did not quite see what the 
country people were going to get out of it. 
~4.Jthough there \V('~·c cool ston ~ b':.j::::.g 
built in connection ·xith tl;le fish depot, 
and a good deal of r,'frigerating machinery 
was being put in, the stores were very small. 
The cry at the present time amongst the 
people in the farming parts was for cool 
stores. He would like to quote something to 
show the absolute nccessitv of cool stores at 
the present time, when the money was all 
being frittered <>way on fish shops which 
were going to do no good to those outside, 
but only to a small s:·ct'on in Brisbane. 
There was a passage in the Agricultural 
report which said-

" On several occasions relief fortun­
nately has been afforded by the storage 
of butter in other than appointed places, 
and naturallv in these case' the facilities 
provided foi· the examination of the 
produce are imperfect, and the storage 
of the product at dP,irrrble tem}kt·ntures 
is impTactic:J ble. The insecnrhy. too, of 
thP 0xisting position rnu, t 0 lso be con­
sidered, for it is unreflsonable to expect 
that owner,, of what may be termed 
private cold-storage chambers will be 
alwa:-'s free and agreeable to accept the 
OYETflo'v of butter v,,-hic~1 :iB tf~ndered 
spasmodically from factoriPs which ordi­
narily sPnd their prodl'cts to other 
pren1ises for cold -storr g-e. 

"'l'he producers of the raw products 
utilised in dairy factor;r,s are apprchcn­
'ive of the danger that is threatening 
by congestion of dairy foodstuffs within 
the Commonwealth. and under the exist­
ing limitations of cold-storage space, the 
development of the dairy industry will 
remain curbed until this ri.ok is removed. 

" Earl>'' consideration bv those con­
cerned should be given to the matter of 
providing increased cold-storage accom­
modation, and action should be taken to 
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insure that ample coLI-storage space is 
made avaihble for. the s+orage ?f. dai,~y 
products under 5.tn•.fadory condttlons. 

The conditions at the present time were 
getting acute; the stores were getting full, 
and there did not seem to be much pros-

pect of shipping becominv, a;-ail­
[8.30p.m.] able. Yet £60,000 wa,, being 

frittered awav on fish shops in 
Brisbane. \Vhat he wanted was ample cold 
storage. The report of the Agricultural De­
partment drew the attention of the Govern­
ment to the advisabilitY of not running any 
risk of having a deficiency of food. The 
season had been a good one, and produce was 
being sent to Brisbane day by day, and yet 
the country was running a risk for the want 
of proper storage accommodation for dairy 
and other products. A large amount of 
money was being spent on the fish shops 
which would not be a bit of benefit to any­
one except a few persons in Brisbane. It 
was ctated in the report of the Department 
of Public Works that-

" To facilitate work there are fixed 
twentv-three reinforced concrete fish­
washirlg troughs; also hot and cold wash­
im· tanks for public use. There is also 
su'itable lavaton· accommodation. fitted 
with basins and showers, and a coffee stall 
furnished with hot-water boiler, C{>Unter, 
and sink." 

The report also said-
" The space under arch oyer show win­

dow will be handsomelv treated. The 
butcher's shop now under construction 
will be finished in everv wav similar to 
the fish shop, and fitted wit'h cold stor­
age.'' 

All sorts of elaborate pictures were given 
of this fish shop, which was not going to be 
a great benefit t9 Queen~! and.. The Trea­
surer should take mto consideration the needs 
of the country, instead . of going on with 
fads which were only gomg to be a benefit 
to one 'lmall Eection of the people and a 
probable heavy tax on the taxpayers. 

Mr. BARKES (lT'arwick): The expendi­
ture in connection with the fishery business 
was certainly alarming, and it was about 
time that members of Parliament made a 
protest against expenditure which in the long 
run was not going to show any real income. 
There was no evidence forthcoming that the 
venture, or the ei<periment, as the Treasurer 
called it. was going to be a payable one. 

The TRFAS'CRER: I did not term it "an 
exp-eriment.'' 

Mr. BARNES: Just now the hon. gentle­
man by interjection referred to it as an ex­
periment. 

The TRE.\SrRER: ?\o; I said we >vere ex­
perimenting in the curing of f:. h. 

:Ylr. BAH::\'ES: It was a pure experi­
ment. •This was a businef;'; that private enter­
prise had not made any serious attempt to 
develop, but the Government had been too 
ambitious in the matter, and had been alto­
gether immoral in their expendi~ure. . It 
>vould have been verv much better m sdtmg 
out on a business o( this kind to have gone 
on moderate lines, and to have proceeded 
step by step, not to have gone the ":hole 
hog at once. The total cost of the busmess 
.-.as set down a.t some £60,000, but there was 
no guarantee that they were going to stop 
there. Thi3 time twelve months hence It 
,,-ould probably be found that a _further ex­
penditure was necessary. Loo!nng at the 
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expenditure and the business generally, he did 
not think it likely that it would pay intere' t 
on the money invested. 

The TREAScRER: Have vou read the Esti­
matn-£34,000 expenditu;e •and £33,000 re­
ceipts? 

Mr. BARNES : That showed a loss of 
£1.000, and was a proof that the Govern­
ment did not anticipate that they would be 
able to make ends meet. There was depre­
ciation constantly going on. 

The TREASL:RER : That is charged. 
}lr. BARNES : And things were not likeh 

to pan out as they were expected to pan out. 
The Gm-ernment took the business oyer prac-
tically as a going concern. · 

The TREASL:RER: No; we had to put up 
new buildings. 

Mr. BARNES: The Government certainly 
had to put up a new market. The business 
the Government took over w; .. s a paltry one, 
but the Government, in carrying out their 
purpose, had been most extravagant, and 
h_ad gone to the other extrmpe. They should 
s1mply have undertaken part of a schemP, 
and then if success had attended their efforts 
they could have widened the scope of their 
business. This expenditure was a charge the 
whole oountry had to pay, and it would serve 
almost exclusively a few people in Brisbane 
who were able to visit the market and buv 
fish for themseh-es. • 

HoN. W. D. ARMSTRO~G: He would 
like the Treasurer to give the Committee 
some infor,mation about finding fish to supplY 
the market. The whole success of this hug-;, 
experiment must be based on a plentiful 
supply of fish. 

The 'rREASURER: I believe the hon. gentle­
man was out when I gave that explanation 
earlier in the evening. 

HoN. W. D. ARMSTRONG: Oh, did the 
hon. gentleman? He did not know that the 
hon. gentleman had given an explanation. 

Question put and passed. 

STE.1~1ER " ALLI::->GA " CHARTER ACCOU~T. 

The TREASURER rrioved-That £40,000 
be granted for " Steamer 'Allinga ' Charter 
Account." 

. Hox. J. TOL~HE: The Treasurer should 
give them some information with regard to 
the st<:amer ""\llinga," which had played a 
very 1mportant part in the work of the 
Government during the last three months. 
The "Allinga" was a vessel w·hich the 
Government had relied upon when the rail­
ways failed them; she was the one hope of 
the GoYernment, &nd had it not been for the 
fact- that private enterprise stepped in, she 
might have been used to carry food supplies 
to the people in the ::-Jorth. He believed 
that on the Supplementary Estimates thev 
were asked to vote £10.000, which would 
m~ko £50,000. Th<J Government, he thought 
rr.-•o;ht have bought a steamer outright fo; 
le" than that sum of money. 

The TREASFRER: Does the hcin. member 
suggest that the whole of that amount was 
paid for the charter 9 

Ho~. J. TOL~IIE : He did not suggest 
~nythmr,-, he ':·ao only dealing vcith the 
J~gurcs before h:m. The modesty shown by 
tnG Treasurer m regard to this vote was 
charming, as hE' only expected a surplus of 
£2,000. If the Minister for Lands had been 

handling the steamer, he would probably have 

,J:own how. in the cmus<' of a few months, 
the:v7 1Yould ha Ye n1ade sornething l~kc 
£200,000, but the prospects in thi3 regard 
did not seem to be quite as good as they were 
in connection with the State cattle stations. 
If the Treasurer was able to give them some 
indic:ttion that the estimated receipts of 
£ ;2.000 would be realised. they might be 
IT'ore happy in passing the vote, but possibly 
the hon. gentleman had very grave doubts 
about it. They should have had some infor­
mation from the Treasurer with regard to 
th<J expenditure of this amount. He did not 
know whether the Government were anxious 
to get their Estimates through. but if the'' 
were very anxious they should show wme 
inclination to give information. The pro­
bability was that they rather enjoyed infor­
mation having to be dragged out of them 
piecemeal. He hoped they would get some 
further information with regard to the expen­
diture of this £40,000, and the necessity of 
continuing the services of the " Allinga." 

Mr. SW A Y:'i'E asked the Treasurer if he 
was going ~o charge current rates and 
freights, the same as other companies were 
charging, to consignors "ho sent freight by 
the "Allinga." He saw by the AuditM­
General's report what freights had bc•en 
charged, and would like to know whGther 
the Go\·ernment WN'e going to charge the 
same rates in future. It appeared frorr• the 
report that the "~~.!ling'-' " had been carry­
ing general cargo. He supposed that, as 
the ,:esult of suggestions made hy the leader 
of the Opposition and himself !Mr. Swayne) 
to the Premier, the "Allinga '' was put on 
to the sugar trade for one trip. ViT as the 
ordinary rate of tradP charged the same as 
the othcc boats got, or was it higher or 
lower? 

Question rmt and passed. 

CEKTRAL R.IBBIT BOARD FTJND. 

The TREASURER moved-That £10.000 
be gTcnted for " Central Rabbit Board 
Fund." 

Ho>;e .• J. TOLMIE asked for some informa­
tion with re']"ard to the proposed expenditure 
of this £10,000. They would like to know 
if the fences y;·cre going to be maintamed? 
If thev could not get information now, there 
would' be no reason why the division bell 
should not ring on every re,olution which 
came up before the House. 

Mr. wr~STAXLEY: Is this a threat? 

HoN. J. TOLMIE : They had no dealing~ 
with the hon. member. He was dealing with 
the Treasurer; whether the Tr~'asurer was 
uuder the thumb of the hon. m.ember, he did 
not knov.r. 

Mr. vVI~STA~LEY: Do you know that \V(l 

made a compact that we would put the 
Estin:-ateJ through to-night? 

HoK. J. TOLMIE: There was no compact 
that thev should go through to-night. He 
e.Ir T~lmie) was the only one on the 
Opp.osition side who could m·ake a compact. 
If the Estimatco. were going through to-night, 
th~: wero going to sit all night. R?, 'Vas.n~t 
gom~; to have the Government Wh1p 
making a statement of that kind. 

J\!Ir. \VrxsrAKLEY: It is a conect statement, 
a~ any rate. 

Hox. J. TOLMIE: On Thursday last he 
made a suggestion to the "Whip" on the 
Government side that, if hon. members would 

Hon .. ]. 'l'olm.ie.] 
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dose at 6 o'clock on Fridav and not sit at 
ali to-day, he would agree to the Estimates 
going through on Wednesday night. He did 
that because it was inconvenient for mem­
bers of the Opposition to sit late on Frida:v 
·e,-ening. Most of the members of the Opposi­
tion were country rrembers and they had to 
return to their homes, and the running of the 
trains. was such that they could not get back 
to Brrsbane before Tuesday. 

TllO r:rRE.\SURER: Thl' f(~ ·was a Sllggestion 
made on Friday nigh: tlutt the Estimate< 
would close to-mght. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: J'\o. It was absolutely 
refus~d. 

Hc;:s-. J. ·rOL:"'ITE: Tho hon. member for 
Too1vong "\vas in charg2 of the Opposition 
<luring his cvrr. Tolrnic's\ Cthsence on Friday 
night. and hf-- made ne arrangen1ents 1vith 
regard to concluding tl•c ~iscnssion of the 
E'~ti111ates to-night. 1'he Oov( rrPlH~nt could 
put thP Estimates tht•·D!!l: b:v 'itting all 
night if they lilwd. Th<• Oppc-ition were 
prepa:t·(j to go on; lJut. if hon. mPmbers 

•opposite were wise, they would not try any. 
thing so foolish as that. The Treasurer. if 
he were disposed to !.fC"t his \Vork through 
~n a reasonable tinH' ,y-~ul0 giye i..he infor­
mation asked for. If net. then th~ Opposi­
tioH would exhaust tho +onns of the House 
to get that information Y\';th rogard to the 
Central Rabbit Board. £10.000 had been 
spent on the border tc·r'"'' The\· knew it 
\Vas an expensi-ve ft·:nce tn ]\:pen nrJ. and they 
ou!rhl- to haYe .:::ome ffi1Jl' 1_~ infornJation about 
it.·· They had informati:,n that the fences 
were not m'lintained a' thev should be, and 
that rabbits were al!o,, 0,] to come in from 
Kew South Wales. 

The TREASURE!;: T!.c hon. gcntieman 
\Yas indulgin~~; in his u~·1gl threats. -The hon. 
gentleman could not c m.duin that he had 
been treated unfairly ·,y,tJ:> rr·gard to infor­
nlatlon that hr~ _l been qiYf'll on the Es+in1ates. 
He had no wish to bmb:o c1iscussion. but he 
thought there had be'·l a v-rcat amount of 
idle talk tf>at afternoon, "ne! there \Yas a 
desire 0n the part of JJ;r·Inhoi~~ 011posite to 
•eore more or !os·, politicd poinb. In regard 
to the Central Rabbit Bo·ro;~ the exnenditure 
last year amounted to £9.754 15s ..;d .. mad" 
11p as follows :-

.£ s. d. 
Gregory North 3,153 15 10 
Maranoa 1,000 0 9 
:\1itchell 2,194 0 1 
\Varrego 3,406 18 8 

:\h. BEBBI~GTOX: The farmers on the 
Dow:-1s had to pay a rant,jt tax to pro..-idc 
the mmcey for this boa' 1 He thought they 
ohould be r0li<·vcd of t'Jai. tax, end th<Lt tl-, 
dost,-uction r;f rabbits should be made a 
national indno.try-thc 8tute bearing the 
~Y1J01t: C'o~.t of destroyju£- the rahl·its or keep­
mg them out. 

:\1,·. STEVEJ'\S (Rosr11'ood): It was an 
. anomalv that tho GoY<'l'!lment. since thev 
-ca1ne :i:Or-- Dfli<>e. 1nade a 'onJn1e-rrial industr\~ 
-of the rabbit:. and cn<'r,m'c,ged their increase. 
while at the same time 1 lo<'."" spent a lot of 
1noncy in pntting up .fPJ1C'l?~ to keep then1 
out. The Governrncnt knc·w perfectly well 
that since they l'"d made a commercial in­
dustry of tho rabbits thf'\' had encouraged 
people to br•'c·cl rabbi•s ar:d introduce them 
to the Shtc 'I'hev !me•: that in the 
~onthern States the. rabhit· industry was 
placed on a comnwrcial baois and it ha:d been 
impossible to Pxtl'rminate t!wm. It had been 
tne ruin of numbers of chi] . .Jren who had been 

fiion. J. To7mif-. 

brought up to follow the rabbit industry. 
The Goyern1nent \Vere 5pf_'.Hdin~t large su1ns 
of money in putting up Icr.0cs. ostensibly to 
keep th·J rabbits out. but they were abso­
lutelv incousistent, as tho,- cncour&gcd the 
br0eding of rabbits to make a commercial 
industry of it. 

Question put and pasSt'cl. 

PUBLIC ESTATE DIPRCYEMEN'l' FLT:s-D. 

The TRE"\.SURER nVJ'· ed-That £31,69: 
be granted for " PubJi.;, E'>tate Improvcmen~ 
Fund." 

2\lr. FORSYTH objo•dcr1 to such a large 
an1ount being 8pent on thi" Yote. Last year 

thy spent £10.476. and they 
[9 r..rn.] now propose-d to spend another 

£31.000-illCl'l oing the YOtC by 
300 per cent. The thing wu' ridiculous. and 
he "\\aS d0a•d ar all1St Hlf)iJCV bcHl'!.. spent for 
that purpo>'e. ~ · -

The TRE.\~TIREB: 'Ye -~lHYC: had to rC'rOLlP 
sonF· of the a_lwunt.; t ~pC'nclcc1 b:y your 
GoYcl'ninent. Sonw c£ th(~ accounts \Vere 
insolvent. 

:\Ir. FORSYTH: The late Gove>.'nment 
spent u eonsidera.ble a1nount of rnont:y under 
this vote, but during the last two or three 
,.e""'' the nrc·ent Government had been 
~pPnding u great deal n1ore~ and the account 
"-a, in a ven· bad ''"'''"· He could have 
understood £(000 or £5.000 b·-ing spent, but 
h0 wanted to know what this £31..000 was to 
he spent for' If '' division were 0alled for. 
he \Yould vote against the ih~1n. because it 
\vas onlY a. ""~\ astC of rnoncy. ThE\ 3r1iuifter 
moYed ,_t11e. vot.e ;,vithont anv information 
what.ever. " 

The THEASl.:RER: You will find tho expla­
nation on page 17 in the annual report of the 
Dcp .. rtnwnt of Public Lands There were 40 
miles of roads on }Ioonir Improverl. Estate, 
in th<' Dalb,- district: 27 mike of roads on 
thP \Varoongll Estate, in the Roma district: 
and 25 mile' of additional roads, together 
\Yith the adjnstnu:-nt of riv0r C'rossinqs, on 
thP Don Hiver .and Dundee Estatc':o:. J)awson 
Valley line. 

:\lr. FORSYTH: Although tlwy might g~t 
back th0 !1Jonev snP.n:· on ~'llllP estat:'s. rn 
other cases the\· ,;,ould not get back any­
thin.?· like thP amount that has bP('Jl spe-nt . 
This \YBS not the. tjme to sp,~nd n1oncy on. 
~nch a 1)U1'J10"C'. whe1~ thP Tre .. :-nrer \vas sl)ort 
of mane:;·. and "-as lrkd:;· to be shorter shll. 

Thr TRP_\SrRER: Don't YOU \Ynnt any roads 
for th~ settlPrs? · 

2\Ir. FORSYTH: Hr would cut the whole 
vote nnt. 

The TREA '·l.:R~R : And l<•t the ·~ttlers 
strne:g!P 'l.lonr.: without rouds. 

Hon. J. TOL~m;: This do(-; not henofit the 
settlers. 

The TREASt:RER: It does benefit the 
settlers. 

"'vir. FORSYTH: The account neYer h~.d 
been >arisfachry. but the position \Y&.s gradu­
all\ geUino- 1,Yore:e. The pr(lsc-nt Govcrnn1ent 
ha cl ~~ asted too much mone:v in that direction. 

The TREASt:RER: \Ve h'lY<': written off 
£40.000 <inc<' ''"" came into offic~ of the 
monev expended by your Gm·ernment. 

:'llr. FORSYTH: \.nd you will have to 
w,·ite off anothe1· £40.000. 

Ho:s-. J. TOL:\1TE: The Trcaourf'l' se id the 
Goverunwnt had writhcn off £.:0.000 in con­
nertion \Yith that vote: hut, \vhen they c-ume 
into c,ffice, they inherited 11 surplus of 
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£240,000. That had been manipulated lest it 
should appca1· to the country that the late 
Government had left the prespnt Government 
.so much 1nonev, and one of the \V~YS in 
which thev manipulated it was to write off 
£40,000 in connection with i:he public estate 
im]wovement fund. If the money had not 
been spent in that direction. it would ha.ve 
hac! to o·o in the reduction of oublic debt. 
The hen~ member for Murrumba was quite 
right when he said that at the prewnt time 
the Government were not called upon to 
spend £31,000 in connection with the public 
estate improvement fund. He. did not think 
the Treasurer understood the purpose for 
which the money was vote<d, Naturally one 
would expect his colleag_ue, the Secr;tary 
for Public Lands, in wl1ose departmem the 
vote was, to come to his assistance and show 
him how the money was being expended. It 
was for the purpose of building road'i and 
bridges in connection with estatc,s that •vere 
being opened up for sPttlement. In times 
past there w~~s a nec<"3sity for the expendi­
ture of monev in that wav, because Pstates 
were being opened up and sett!P'11ent was 
taking place. But the unfortunate position 
to-day was that there were no estates being 
opened up for closer settlement. 

The TREASURER: ='Jonsense! Look at the 
report of thE' Lands Department. 

HoN. .J. TOL'YIIE: He had read the 
report of the Lands Department, and it did 
not bear out the contention of the hem. 
gentleman. According to that report, the 
amvunt of land settlement g-oing on at the 
present time >Yas very small indeed. For the 
first t0n months of this year ther0 had been 
only 808 '0lections taken up as compured with 
1.846 in thn year that the Government came 
into power__:that was over 1,000 less in the 
same ten months~and as compared ",·;th 
2,390 in the year preYious to the Government 
taking office~m· nparly 1,600 lt"'S for the samB 
ten months. For C"\'"ery three selections taken 
up in the year preceding the Gov< rnment 
corr1ing into po\H'r there was only one seico­
tioii being taken up now, 'When the hon. 
gentleman t<1lked about land settlement unde1· 
tho't conditions it was not settlement of 
which he had an;;· renson to be proud. He 
failed to see how £31,000 was necessary in con­
nection with the vote for the purposes of land 
settlement under such circumstances as those. 
All the selections that were now being taken 
up did not require to have· roads constructed 
through the areas, or bridges built, or any­
thing of that kind. It was onlv when a new 
arPa was opened up that that" was done, in 
order to give settlers access to markets. 

The TREASURER: Isn't that a good pur­
pose? 

Hox. J. TOL::\HE: It was a good purpose, 
The .TREASlJRER: The hon. member for 

Mnrrumba would wipe out the Yote alto­
gether. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: The hon. member for 
::\Iurrumba would wipe it out for the good 
reason that practically no settlC!Hent was 
taking place. 

The TREASlJRER: On your own shmving that 
is not so. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: He was showing that 
land settlement was only taking place in a 
desultory fashion. Suppose that an estate 
was cut up into, Bay, lOO farms, or 200 farms, 
as the case might be. 

Mr. O'SuLLIVAN: Ready-made farms? 

HoN. J, TOLl\liE : Ready-made, inasmuch• 
a,; they were properly surveyed. He had 
not known the hon. member to make any 
attempt to take up a ready-made farm or 
any other kind of farm to assist in the· 
development of the State. On the contrary; 
he derided settlement and settlers. He· 
failed to see why he took up that attitude, 
but it was consistent with that of many other 
members on the other side of the Chamber. 
This money was voted for the purpose of 
preparing roads and building brid?,"es in 
new territory, because the amount of the ta:& 
payable to the local authorities was nil under 
those conditions, and when a local authority 
had thrown upon its hands a new territory 
to be opene-d up by roads and bridges they 
had to fall back on the other selectors or 
the townspeople to provide the revenue­
either that or allow the settlers to go without, 
and the usual rractice had bec,n to allow 
them to go without. The circumgtances 
under which they had to struggle were diffi­
cult in any case, but when they were treated: 
in that indifferent manner that they had not 
roads to take them to market, or that they· 
could not cross streams that were not fordable, 
their difficulties were merely enhanced. The­
estate was loaded with the amount of money 
expended upon it, If it was £20,000 and 
there were 200 farms, then the value of those· 
farms was ;ncreased bv £100 each, and that 
value came back in "the course of twenty 
vears to the Treasur:' and recouped the fund 
from which it had been taken. That was 
whv~as had alreadv been pointed out by 
the; hon. member for Murrumba-it took a 
long- time before the money came back-pro­
ba blv in eo me eases it would not come back 
at ail. This was money that ought only. to· 
be utilised where a new district was bemg 
opened up. They had no evidence that any 
such new district was being opened, nor ha-d 
thev anv evidence of where the money was 
t0 be expended. That information ought to, 
be forthcoming, because if they had £30,000 
this year, £30,000 next year, and so on for a 
nurnber of years, the amount became a Y?ry 
er.nsidorable sum, and there was great dlffi­
cultv in g-etting it back. As was pointed out 
bv the Treasure1·, £40,000 had been bken 
fl:om the consolidated revenue in order to 
make the fund solvent, because money hil;d 
been expended by previous G!'n·ernm'ents Hr 

a wav that was r.ot remunerative. H( knew 
that 'when the Lrrbour Government were in 
power they had ar. idea that it was 50 easy 
to clear prickly-pear that the,y sent up gangs 
from Brisbane to the Darhng Downs . at;d 
paid as much as £13 per acre. B1:t w1t~m 
eighteen months that land was ahve w1th 
voung pear gro,ving ; and, as no ~eans we~·e 
taken by the Government to keep 1t, down. m 
the course of two or three years H was il;S 
dense-in many cases more dense-tha~ It 
was before. That money was all wasted. 
And it was because of the failures made by 
the Labour Government at that tim~ that 
monev had to be taken from the consolidated 
reven;,e. Fortunately for the trust funds, 
the late Government left a surplus of 
£240,000. That was why the Treasurer was 
able to take £40 000 out of that surplu;; for 
the purpose of 'making the public estate 
improvement fund solvent. The Government 
did not do it because of their own exertions. 
But monev would have to be found over and 
above tha"t £40.000, and if that were so~at 
such a time as the present, when money was 
difficult to get-they ought not to go unneces­
sarily to the trust funds and ask for the 

Hon. J. Tolmio.] 
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exp 0 nditnre of £30.000. more particular!;· 
when they had no evidence before them tha't 
the Government had any idea of being able 
to open up new estat< s. How could they 
load an estate at the prcA,·nt time undc>r 
th0 land. tenure they provided? They had 
to appraise !;md at a price that would make 
it attractive to the sdector, and if they put 
£30,000 on top of the rents, what chance had 
they of getting people to take it up, or of 
getting it back? If the selection was thrown 
up the mane:.· was all gone. It was just sheer 
recklessness in administration to do a thing 
of that kind. Thm·e was no binding a selec­
tor to the soil under the present tenure, and 
undE'r those circumstance"> wherein came the 
wisdom of throwing £30,000 on to a section 
of country from which there seemed to be 
no possibility of return? He thought the 
Government were verv unwise to put down 
such a sum as that, ~nd, above all, to take 
it from the trust funds. Under the old 
conditions, where _the amount was being 
paid to the Government, they got something 
from the land, as well as the return on the 
money expended. There was something com­
ing into the Treasury, even though a selector 
might make default. Under the present 
·circumstance.s, if a selector made default­
and there was no reason why he should 
not-the Government had nothing to fall 
back upon. As he had said before, he con­
"Bidered it absolutely unwise1 with the finances 
of the country in the positwn in which they 
were. \V as it not rertll:v foolish on their 
part. under the present' circumstances, to 
sanction the expenditure of a sum of money 
such as the vote before them? 

Mr. SW AYNE: He noticed from the 
Auditor-General's report that there was a 
debit of £65,000 again"t the public estate 
improvement fund, and unless there was a. 
change in the policv of the Lands Depart­
mE'nt £17,000 of that was likely to be a. 
permanent lo'''· Some years ago £17,000 was 
spc nt in making a. road up the tableland at 
the back of the Mack:w district, and that 
land he,d not been settled, nor was it likely 
to be settled, unless there were some altera­
tion in the policy of the Lands Department" 
It was on the point of being settled when the 
pres0nt GoYernn1ent came into office and 
f.hauged the 'form of tenure:. In addition to 
that.~ o 1! the frontage blocks had bee•1 
resc>rvcd b-: the ForE'strv Department, as the 
area was ~U!Jl10~·C'd to Contain a quantity of 
cE'da.r. n•1cl the onlv blocks that were left 
out cf which they could obtain that £17,000 
wne thn·e ri~ht :c1·av from the front. He 
•Yonlrl lilce to know· whc-ther anv of the. 
£31.691 was "·cquired for repairing that road, 
v.'hich ·•:1s ruried awav ,.:ome little time ago? 
Th"r<' had been some; nPgotiations betw.een 
the loca.! authoritv c nd the Land Depart­
ment as to who· sh mid pay the cost of 
repairing the road. The local authority <:on­
tended that, as they could get no Tevenue 
from the Forestry Department, and no Tates 
as th0 lrmd was not settled, they could hardlv 
be expected to pa.y for the repairing of th~ 
ro3d. Speaking from memory, the repairs 
cost about £600, and while some arrange­
mE'nt had been mooted as to the share to be 
bornA by the local authoritv and the amount 
to be paid out of the fu,;:d, he understood 
that no definite a.rrangement had been made. 
He would like some information on the 
point. 

Que·stion put and passed. 

[Hon. J. Tolmie. 

STATE STATIONS Fl:'ND. 

The SECRETARY FOR :\GRICULTURE 
moved-That £103,833 be granted for "Sta.te 
Stations Fund.'' 

Ho;;. J. TOL::\HE: The Committee had 
got no information as to •··hat this fund was 
f~n'. and it was yery de~irable that they 
s11ould get some mformatwn. He noticed 
th~t. as a result of that expenditure, it was 
estimated that the Government were going 
to raise £300,000. The Government might be 
able to do that, but surelv the Miaister in 
charge; of the. E··timates ought to be able 
to gi.-e some information as to how that 
result was to b0 brought about. A tremen­
dous amount of money had been expended 
in conr;eetion with the business, and a good 
deal or that monev had been taken from 
trust funds. Not all of it, because he would 
not be surprised to find thiit a certain amount 
wa.s to be provided out of loan fund for 
purchases of th:ct sort. The Government 
should only utilise trust funds in connection 
with what was recognised as gild-edged 
seeurjties. Was a cattle station a gilt-edged 
securrtv? 

The . SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE': At the 
present time it is better than gilt-edged. 

Hox. J. TOLMIE: Th"t was where the 
Government were gambling. If the hon. 
gentleman were wise he would not talk in 
that 

1 
way, because it only. ma<;Je the public 

keenty alive to what the situatiOn was when 
they found that the money thev were putting 
into the Savings Bank and other trust funds 
was being utilised fer purcha.ses of that 
nature. The hon. gentleman said that at the 
pres9nt time it wa.s a gilt-edged security, 
but m 1904, when the number of cattle went 
down from 7,000,000 to 2,500,000, and when 
the number of sheep went down from 
2l,OOQ,OOO to 7,000,000, it wa~ not a gilt-edged 
secunty. It was not a gilt-edged security 
four years ago, when th~r<' was a drought 
on and cattle were dying wholesale. It was 
not a gilt-edged security when the whole of 
the Darling Downs was practically denuded 
of dairy cattle becauee of the drou~·ht that 
w.:.s on; and. because it wa'· a good season 
now, it did not follow that witl1;n the next 
twc Yf'.US they might not be subjected to a 
drour:;ht again. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: \Ye are 
only dealing with one year. 

Hox . .J. TOLMIE: In dealing with one 
yE.-"r the Government ·were gambling with 
£100,000, and that £100,00ll wa3 not to be 
recouped in on·• y 'ar. It we.s there, he sup­
posed. as a perm:ment inve~tment, and what 
tlw Government expected to get back from 
it W8 interest on the money it expended. I£ 
they were going to purchase cattle with that 
uoney. and if thf'y carried on the btl' iness 
from vear to ve'lr. thev could onlv make 
the reasonable profit that was made 

0 

from .a 
pastoral property; and, if there w~s going 
to be a lc.ss-and there might be a. le .•s­
then the country wa·, going to suffer. It 
';·as absolute!;; unwise that the present 
Government, or an::· other Government, 
should continue in that enterprise, or anv 
?ther enterprise, that might tumble to pieces 
111 the course of a fe\v '\-veeks or a few 
months. The Opposition had resisted that 
·:ate and all similar votes, not beca.use they 
wanted to hara.ss the Government, but be­
cause they wanted the people's money that 
was handed to the Government in truct to 
be maintained in such a way that the people 
could get it back again. There was no 
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--evidence that that money was going to come 
back if it was put into wild-cat schemes, 
such as the purchase of cattle, when the 
price of cattle was as high as cattle were 
likely to go, and when the owner~ jumped 
them up £1 to £2 a hea<:l every time they 
were asked to sell cattle to the Government. 

At half-past 9 o'clock p.m., 
::\Ir. O'Sc;Lr.IY.\:'> relie,·cd the Chairman in 

the chair. 
Hox. J. TOL::\1ITI:: Then the Government 

c-au1e along seeking to expend another 
£10S.OOO out of trust hmds. He did not 
think that \\aS honest l:.msjne-$c. HP did not 
propc~d~ con~inuing his 1"t'l1larks in regard 
to that par,_icular mot•.c-·r beyond saying 
that the extra .. ,?ate foe s~tlaries n1ust mean 
that there was going to Le a considerable 
expenditure in the purd1as:> of other statiom 
if that was to be c;t:·ried out. He ha<l 
already pointed out- tlw unwisdom of the 
Govern1nent further engaging in enterprises 
of that kind. They hacl spent nearly 
£1.000,000 in that cliredion, and surely 
that ought to be Ruffic-:ent {or the present! 
If, at the expiration of six or ;even years, 
they found that the experirr.0nts had been a 
ouccess, they might be Juel.ified in launching 
out. 

The SECRETARY FOR .'\.GinCL:LTL:RE : \Vhy 
make these doleful pronhl'&ies? 

Hox. J. TOL11IE: Because the disasters 
following that enterori"'" w..,re written broad­
Dast over the land.' He had seen the tim8 
whe11. from Roma t-o Cunnamulla, they could 
track an ant; and they cuilld do the same 
from Roma right on to iYinton and back 
again to 1h;vnsyille. The country, in a few 
mDnths' tirrtc. was nothinf! but a sea of 
white bones of stock that had been destroyed. 
That had occurred mo:·e than once. \Vas it 
doleful to take the right 'iew of the case, 
.and to point out what tl•e danger was? The 
Government sGemed to be n1shing headlong 
into danger. It wa·' the duty of the Opposi­
tion to try to bring thc:n to some 1·icw of 
rea,·,on, so that they \vou\d. not further engage 
in enterprises of this kind. He would not 
object so much if they did it with money 
from the consolidated revenue. But it was 
not monev from the consolidated revenue. 
It was trust funds that they had no right to 
use in .such directions, because there could 
be no permanency about the industry. -The:;­
had heard before of all that remained of a 
st&tion being carried in a sugar-bag. 

The PRE:If!ER: ::\o p<'lrLctnence in the in­
dustry, you s..ty? 

Hox. J. TOLMIE: ::\o pcr.nanency in a 
particular pha;,e of it. 

The PRDilFR: \Yh:n r; lmse ;,, that? I 
think ~-ou are ',tonewalliug. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: He "'"" not stone­
walling. To utilise the time at his disposal 
\Vas not stc le-walling. Thc:y h~n-l allowed a 
fe 1N votes to go th:!.·oug-\ without any dis­
cussion at ftll. It n1ig:1t be stone\valling if 
thev v:ere to rnovc an1e:1dn1Pnt a-fter amend­
ment upo;l the YOte. 'J.'hf'Y Were making 
i:,teady progr'!~~ v;·ith the Estiinat"2s They 
had another five ,cJavs ut their disposal, 
a ccoTding to the Standirig Order:: .. 

Tiv~ Pnnmm: \Yhat is the eH use of the 
bother? 

Hox. J. 'l'OL:'IIE: 'T'here wa,. no bother. 
If the Gover!lment were reasonable, there 
w.as no question but the IT'~timates \Yould be 
finished to-mc1·row night He did not know 
why the Premier dragged him from the 

di 'cussion of the Estimates on to that 
question. He was just about to close by 
saying that it was unwise to expend trust 
money in enterprises of that kind. 

Thlr. GU::\X: That w,ts o. very important 
Yote. :Kearly a n~illion c-f n1one;;,~ had gone 
altogether in State staiion". This "as the 
only time that they had a chance of criticis­
ing the!r· purchase, and if he took up a 
few Ininutf'-;;;, he thoug-ht it was necessarv 
in the interests of the people. Did they no.t 
think it was rather a dangerous practice to 
g-o in for that wholesale speculation-buying 
State stations at the top of the market, when 
the rr1arket \\ :1s so dear·? I~~vcrybody ackno·w~ 
ledgE'd that cattle were d---u.·e'" now than they 
ever had been in Australia. His experience 
was, if they wanted ta ;Dake pastoral pur­
suits pay, they shonld 1Juy on a low market 
and sell on a dear mgrl<ot; not buy on & 
Cear market. 

The PREoHF.R : Are von huying or selling 
just at present? 

Mr. GUNK: He W}uid be very glad to 
sell to the Governmert-ond take their 
debentures, too. N earl~ everv other pas~ 
toralist would be only :eo glad to get out 
of the industry by selling to the State 
Government. 

The PREMIER: How man~" cattl•'' have you 
got for sale? 

Mr. GUKN: He did net know that that 
had anything to do with the question. 

The PREo!IER: I wan~ tt consider your 
offer, that is alL 

'!\fr. G UC\::\: He was r re pared to submit 
his offer to tbP manager <"·f the State stations 
to-morrow. 

The PRE:\IIER: I am dad to hear you 
appre~iate our· debenturee. 

2\iir. GL'KN: Buying State stations with 
debentures was all very 'c:elL They were 
going to spend a lot of money in debentures 
in buying Sbte stations. They proposed to 
buy the Chillagoc mine-costing half a 
rnilEon-\vith debentur ~s. 

The TEMPORARY CEAIR::YIAN: Order! 
Order! 

Mr. GUNK: They must rem·~mber that 
those debentures were free from Income tax. 
And who was going to pay the tax, if 
cvervbodv owned debentures which were free 
from income tax? The selectors who h&p­
p:med to ow11 a bit of land they could call 
their own would have to pay all the income 
tax in Queensland. The Government did not 
pa,- income tax, and the people from whom 
th~v bought the stations and got debentures 
we1:e freed from income tax. With refer­
er.< e to SLte stations as a speculation, every­
body knew that we had periodical droughts. 
Hie experience was a lifelong one in the 
industr:- ; and, on an average, they had a. 
drought a bout eYery ten years ; and when 
the next drought came along the Goyern­
ment would ha Ye a lot of leeway to make up. 
There was not such a wonderful thing in 
cattle-raising as the Government imagined; 
more particularly if the war should end and 
the price of cattle go down. There were 
plenty of people who thought the preseniJ 
pricu would never go down; but they could 
neYe1· telL There were a great number of 
c. tHe-producing countries besides Australia; 
and, they must remember that when the WB;r 
was over and the people came back to the>r 
homes, they would not e&t so m';lch rr:eat as 
was being eaten by the sold1ers m the 

Mr. G1~rm.~ 
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trenches. It was the experience of all wars­
the consumption of meat was far less in 
time of peace than it was in time of war. 
He thought the Government had gone far 
enough in ga!)Jbling in State stations; and 
he would advise them to be careful before 
they bought any more. Of course, they 
bought at a time when stations had just 
begun to rise. They were very lucky. Any­
body could rr:ake money as the Governm·ent 
did-in buying before the rise. If cattle 
stations had gone down, the Government 
would have lost a lot of money. If the 
Government had wanted to pioneer the cattle 
industry, why did they not. instead of buy­
ing out somebody else's cattle station, start 
one of their own? They must remember that 
the cows did not have any more calves for 
th~ Government than thev did for the private 
individual; they did not" produce more meat 
simply because they were owned by the 
Government. We had millionp. of acres of 
unoccupied land in Queensland. Why did 
not the Government take up some of that 
unoccupied land and establish cattle stations 
on it, and do a little pioneering work instead 
of leaving it to the Kidmans and Jowetts 
and others? On the face of it, it looked as 
if the Government had rr:ade a good pur­
chase in buying these stations, but if a dry 
season came along they would be very sorry 
that they owned so many cattle stations. 

:.\Ir. BEBBI~GTON : This was exactly 
what he would call a trust or combine by 
the State. The Government had conducted 
their business in the same wav as anv other 
trust or combine. Tht>y had appropriated 
something like three-quarters of a million 
pounds for station properties. Some of the 
ea ttle from some of those properties used to 
come to the Brisbane markets before the 
strrtions ·were purchased b,,. the Government. 
·when the Governm<mt bought the et.ations 
they prevented any of those cattle coming to 
the Brisbane market. Like other trusts or 
ccrr ·bines, they starved the Brisbane market 
until the prices went up. and did not bring 
a single beast into the market, but when the 
price of cattle was higher in Brisbane than 
!t was in Sydney, they brought their cattle 
mto the Brisbane market. When the last 
Government were in power, there was a 
great deal of talk by members opposite 
about bringing in a Bill to prevent trusts 
and combines. He him;;e!f advised that if 
trusts and combines existed a Bill should 
be brought in to deal with them. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order! 
I must ask the hen. member to confine him­
self to the vote before the Committee. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: The Governm'ent 
were acting like a trust or combine in this 
rr-atter. Did they not sell the cattle off 
those stations to ,Sydney buyers at about 7d. 
per lb. and compel Queensland cattle­
owners to supply them with meat at 3d or 
3&d. per lb? If that was not the work ;f a 
trust or combine, he re,t!ly did not know 
wha.t was. .If .the Government bought those 
statwn properties for the purpose of making 
mo':ey, thcy were right, ?f course, in keeping 
their cattle off the Brisbane market until 
prices were higher and then selling them in 
thB Brisbane market He had heard the 
Minister for -t,'gricl!lture slating every kind 
of dealer for mflatmg markets and starving 
markets in order to raise prices. Yet that 
·was exactly what the Government had done 

[Mr. Gunn. 

\rith regard to c.tttle. The stations pur-· 
chased by them might be a very good. bar­
gain. He believed they were. He beheved 
that even \Vando Vale was an excellent graz­
ing property, but there was a nasty taste, 
left in the mouths of rr·any people after 
that inquiry into the .Wando Vale business, 
and the other side did not come too well 
out of it. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order! 
The hen member is not' in order in discuss­
ing that· matter, which has been decided by 
a Royal Commission. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: He was discussing 
State stations. He would like to know if any 
of this £103,000 was for the purpose of pay­
ing the expenses of that Royal Commission? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTcRE: No. 

Mr BEBBI~GTON: Then m.embers were· 
at liberty to say that the commission was 
outside this vote, and he would leave the 
subject for the present, with the remark 
that while the Government secured no con­
viction and had to pay the costs, it did not 
cost their man a "bob." This money spent on 
State stations might be very well spent, but 
there rr:ight come a time when the assets 
o~ the stations could be carried in a bag. 
Thev had all seen times when stations were 
abs~lutelv valueless. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICt:LTuRE: You have 
said that before. Why repeat it? 

Mr. BEBBI~GTO~: They had to discuss 
these things over and over again. as the 

· hen. gentleman might forget it. He had a 
short memon• himself sometimes, and he 
thought the chon. gentleman might suffer 
in the same wav. 

Question put -;,nd passed 

W ARREGO RABBIT DISTRICT Ft:)i[D. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIGCLTURE 
movpd-That £4.300 be granted for "\Van·ego 
Rabbit District Fund." 

HoN. J. TOLMIE said that he was not 
going to discuss this~ matter i": the ~bsence 
of the Treasurer. When dealmg w1th the 
Central Rabbit Board fund the Treasurer 
had given some information which he 
thought would be accel?table to hen. n:el,n­
bers and he was not gomg to ask the :\Imis­
ter to give it a second time. 

Question put and passed. 

THE DISEASES IN STOCK A)i[D THE BRA:'-7DS ACTS. 
The SECRE'I'ARY FOR AGRICULTURE 

moved-That £30,583 be granted for "The· 
Diseases in Stock and the Brands Acts." 

Mr. GUN:\ said that the system with refer­
ence to granting permits r.eqt~ired. some 
alteration. In the country distncts It was 
awkward· to find a stock inspector. or an 
acting stock inspector, to grant pErmits. A 
man might be riding along and might be 
overtaken bv a storm. or for some other 
reason he mi'ght want to put his horse on the 
train but the instructions given to the rail­
wav ~fficers were not to take a horse without 
a permit, and he had to write to an inspector 
for a permit and wait till it came along. 
He had known this to take place be­
tween Goondiwindi and Thallon. The· 
department had appointed his son as 
an inspector at 'I'allwood, and he could give 
certificates, but he might sometimes be away 
from ho.me. Time after time people had b<;e;> 
stuck up at Tallwood Station. The diffi­
culty could be got over by anyone who wanted 
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to truck a horse making a declaration before 
a stationrnaster, justice of the peace, school 
teacher, or so,me responsible person, and do 
away with the necessity of a permit. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: It is im­
possible to get on without them. 

Mr. GuNN: The department were in 
favour of abolishing them in many in­
stances. Ho knew the idea of the permit 
was to prewnt cattle-stealing and the spread· 
ing of disease, but it was very irksome to 
have to get a permit before you could get a 
horse away on the train. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Are there 
any poiicemen at those stations? 

::Ylr. GUNN: No. Not only on the- rail­
way lines, but if they wanted to chift their 
horses on the road anywhere they had to 
get a permit. The Minister would find that 
the department were in accord with what he 
(Mr. Gunn) had said, and that the permits 
were in many cases valueless. 

Mr. BAYLEY (Pittsworth) pointed out 
that what the hon. member for Oarnarvon 
said in regard to stock permits was quite 
correct. On several occasions he had 
reason to see the officials of the dcpart­
me:lt, m~d they had dealt with matters very 

fail'ly. In some localities a good 
[10 p.m.] deal of trouble had been caused 

in connection 1vith the issue of 
permits, and it could be obviat,,d by adopting 
the sug·gestion of the hen. member for Car­
narvon. \Vith regard to the Brands Depart­
ment, it was admitted by the officials and 
others that the pre,ent Brands Act was not 
at all satishctory. He knew there wa.>. no 
time to awend the Act this session, but, 
when the presdlt Opposition got into power 
next session, they would amend the Brands 
Act in quite a number of ways. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : \V e 
a1nenclcd it only tv:."o years agD. 

Mr. BAYLEY: If the hon. gentleman was 
in office next year, he hoped he would see 
that an amending Act was introduced. One 
or two improvements could be made with 
very little trouble. It was well known that 
when pwple bought stock at the yards, it was 
verv often difficult to locate the brands. He 
knew a man who bought 200 head recently, 
and he had to have a crush examination and 
practically clip both sides of the beast to see 
the brands. A large number of owners were 
waiting to do the same, and they were kept 
about the yards for a day and a-half. That 
was a hardship that was not at all necessary. 
In the same way, when men went out to 
inspect cattle running in the rough bush 
country they were not able to get good yard 
or crush examination, and when the cattle 
had their winter· coats on it was an absolute 
impossibility to tell what brands were on the 
cattle unless they went to a tremendous 
amount of trouble. One way in which they 
could minimise the trouble by at least 50 per 
cent. would be by putting the brand on on> 
side only, preferably on the near side. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTDRE : The 
order of branding was discussed in this 
Hou'"· and the brand was pla~ed where the 
majority dcc·idcd it should be. 

}fr. BA YLEY: It had been found that 
that svstem could be improved upon largely. 
Even 'if there were three or four brands, if 
thev were placed in the correct order, there 
wo{,]d be no tronble whatever. He hoped 
that an amending Bill would be introduced 
as soon as possible. 

1917-10H 

Ho_;. J. TOL::J,liE noticed that the vote 
showed an increase of 25 per cent.-that there 
were fifty-three compared with sixty inspec­
tors. There was a veterinary inspector at 
£360, and two acting inspectors at £360. 
There were also a nn.mber of inspectors at 
various amounts. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : The 
inspectors had been increa> ed on account of 
the work in grappling with the ticks. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: He noticed there were 
two inspectors at £10 each. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: They are 
police officers in remote places. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: He noticed that a 
laboratory assistant, who had been getting 
£125, was not provided for this year. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTC:RE : He has 
gone to the front. 

HoN. J. TOL:YliE: There was other infor­
mation which the Minister could have given, 
without letting hon. members drag it out 
of him. Travelling expenses, etc., had gone 
up from £6,900 to £9,000, and wages, appa· 
ratus, chemicals, experimental animals, and 
incidentals at Yeerongpilly from £1,800 to 
,£3.000. Ono would have expected that in 
such times as these there would have been 
some economy exercised. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICliLTURE : Chemicals 
cosr ai>out three times what they used to 
cost, and w,tges have also gone up con­
sidcrahly. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: Yoerongpilly Experi­
mental Station '"as being run at a big loss. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIOL'LTURE: This vote 
does not dc2.l with Y eerongpilly alone. 

Ho:-;. J. TOL::'.HE: Ho noticed that the 
vote for the experimental station at Towns· 
ville was decreased by .£100. The rigid 
hand of economy was being manifested there. 
There was a marked contrast between the 
expenditure there and the expenditure in the 
metropolis. Until they were able to effect 
a reconciliation bctv. een the forces operating 
in tho country and the forces operating in 
the cities, they could not expect the State to 
progress. Why should there be such a dis­
tinction between the people in the towns and 
the people in the country? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: You 
know very well that the work in Townsvi!le 
is onlv about one-third of the work done at 
Y eero'ngpilly. They are doing very good 
work &t Town~ville all the came. 

Ho:-;. J. TOLMIE: The whole increuse in 
the vote shou!.d not be at Yeerongpilly. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGIUCULTURE: 
The more vigorous manner in which the 
department ·-.vas dealing with ticks and the 
sporadic outbreaks of disea·es in varicus 
parts of the State were largely rcs.ponsible 
for the considsrable increase in the vote this 
year. There were additional inspectors 
appointed this year, all of whom had to 
travel, the nl.\rnber of employee, having 
increased from sixty-seven to seventy-seven; 
the pay had to bG increased on account of 
the increased cost of living; and, owing to 
the rise in hotel tariffs, additional travelling 
allowances had to be granted. Then, the cost 
of chemicals had greatly increased. He was 
sorry the hon. gentleman thought that Towns­
villa •nffered by comparison with Brisbane, 
but in course of time the experimental station 
at Townsville would grow. It was doing 

Hon. W. Lennon.] 
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-verv useful "·ark now. and I\ortlwrn stock­
,ovnlers appreciated its services Yery 1nuch, 
but there were not nectrly as many imported 
'stock to be dralt with at Tml"nsvilie as there 
vyere at Brisbane. Thr:- 1.-eerongnillv st-ation 
was, therefore,. of consido1·al ty ~1lorC i1npcrt· 
ance, but he had no doubt that in the cotuse 
of time Townsville \Yould 'ttisfy the aspira­
tions of the hon. gentleman. 

Mr. SWAYXE (Jliranj): \Yere the veteri­
nary inspectors tlrofe·,sional 1nen ? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICT:LT"CRE: They 
'\VerA really veterinary surgeons. 

Mr. SWAYXE: ·what was their re,,nmera­
tion? 

Th<> SECRET.\RY FOR AGRIC"CLTcRE : £360 and 
travelling allmvances. 

Mr. SIVA YXE: Did thev receh·e anv addi­
tional rcn1uncration for at'tending sho-\ys [Llld 
inspecting stallions' 

The SECRETARY FOR ~'l.GRICL"LTL"RE: ::\o. 
Mr. SWAYKE: Had they right of private 

practice? 
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTcRE: :'\o. 

Mr. SWAYXE: Then their remuneration 
was very low for professional men holding 
such responsible positions. He noticed that, 
while there was a big increase in the vote for 
th<e chemical lahoratorv, in the l<tboratorv 
vote for the same purpose on the Estimates­
in-Chief the vote remained the same. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Tha! is 
because we could not get the chemicals we 
wanted 

Question put and passed. 

LIVE STOCK A!><D Cl!EAT EXPORT ACT. 
The SECRETARY FOR AGRIC"CLTURE 

moved-That £570 be grantPd for "Live 
Stock and Meat Export Act." 

Question put and passed. 

REGULATIOX OF ScGAR CANE PRICES ACT. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
moved-That £9.250 be granted for "Regu­
lation of Sugar C«ne Prices Act." 

Question put and passed. 

SUGAR EXPERIMENT STATIONS ACT. 
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 

moved-That £14,395 be granted for '· Sugar 
Experiment Stations Act." 

Mr. SW A Y::\"E : The vote concerned what 
they might call the basic work in connection 
with their la.rgest agricultural industry. As 
ha.d been pointed out, the industry repre­
sented this year an output value of £7,000,000. 
It was an old saying amongst the old sugar 
hands that sugar was made in the field, and 
that branch of the Agricultural Department 
was particularly concerned "'ith bringing 
about improved methods in the field and there 
was no getting away from the fact' that there 
was considerable room for improvement in 
that respect. The officials were most pains­
taking. H <> did not supposo that they could 
get a better man than Mr. Easterbv, but, as 
he had hinted on a previous vote, there was 
a certain amount. of parsimony in their pay­
ment of professiOnal men. For instance, 
thoro wus Mr. :McCready, who had left the 
<lepartment. He was in charge of the station 
at Mackay. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURH: That is 
so, but we have got as good a man in his 
place-a highly-qualified man. 

fH•·n. W. Lennon. 

Mr. SW A YXE: He did not know that. It 
sc'cmed to him that :,Ir. J).IcCready's salary 
of £19 a month was too small, and if his 
successor were as well qualified as he was, 
he \Yas afraid that the same thing would 
happen in connection \Yith him. The farmers 
had a grea.t dc:tl of confidence in Mr. 
:HcCr· .cclv .• _,·ho had left because he was 
offered tl1e management of a sugar-mill. He 
knew that the :Y1inister had to keep a tight 
hold on the purse strings, but at the same 
time it was not good policy to lose highly­
skilled profec.3ional men. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : His 
salary was £250 a. year, with a house to live 
in. 

Mr. SW A YNE: Even that was no~ a very 
great sum. The department carried out 
research ,in connection with manures, methods 
of cultivation, and new varieties of cane. As 
showing the possibilities in that direction, it 
was onh- needful to mention their great 
rival, the beet sugar industry. In the early 
fifties it was almost unknown in Europe, and 
vd in about fortv vears it had almost entirely 
supplanted cane: through scientific research 
and legislative action. France gave a bounty 
upon the production of cane, and Germany 
upon the production of sugar, so that one 
took away all encouragement to improve the 
quality of the raw material. Germany held 
out every induc<>ment to advancing in that 
respect, and they found that in a f~w years 
they had outstripped France. Commg back 
to the wav in which science had assisted, he 
found that in 1871 the percentage of sugar to 
raw material was only 8.28, in 1908 it had 
risen to 14.37, and in the year before the war 
it ha.d further increased to 17. That was the 
artificial improvement brought about in the 
industry. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICT:LTcRE : Scien­
tific rather than artificial. 

Mr. S\VA YXE: Well, then, scientific. It 
was brought about entirely by human agency. 
Their material-beetroot-in the first place 
was not of a. promising character, but cane, 
although naturally richer, did not l~nd itself 
to improvement so much as beet, wh10h could 
be propagat<ed by seed, .so that there was a 
better opportunity for cross fer~ilis~tion and 
other methods bv which bota.msts 1mproved 
the quality of phn_ts. During the eighti<;s, 
however it was discovered that a certam 
amount 'of work could be done with sugar­
cane in a similar ,-ay, and it was found in 
the \Vest Indies that ca.ne also could be pro­
pagated from seed, and since then they had 
had a lot of quite new varieties of can!'l 
brought into the field. So far as the Agri­
cultural Department was concerned, he did 
not think thev had touched those methods.· 
They ha-d got· their seedling cane from the 
Mauritius and Hawaii and other ol-der cane 
sugar producing countries of the worl-d. In 
Queensland the Acclimatisation Society did 
very good '·'·ark in their time, and some of 
the mills also assisted. He thought that the 
Mossman Niill and the Colonial Sugar 
Refining Company did something in that 
respect. The trouble had been that the 
department had not had an experiment 
station in a suitable climate. The work 
ought to be done in a tropica.l climate, and 
so far thev had not had a station situated 
there. H.; noticed, however, that one was 
to be established on the J ohnstone. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICT:LTcRE: That 
will complete the chain-one at a dry area. 
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ln Bundaberg, mN:lium at 1lackay. and very 
.. ,,.et at tilE' J ohnstone. 

At tiY<>nty-fivc minutes past 10 o'clock p.m., 
The CHAIR}!.\" resumed the chair. 

Mr. S\VAYNE: The experiments which the 
stations were carrying out were very conl­
plet<>, and most instructin• so far as they 
went. He did not think that thev went as far 
as thev n1ight so far as the coll1n1ercial as­
p<>ct of the impro.-ement through manuring 
was concerned. They gave the increased ton­
nage and the increas<'d value, but they did not 
always give the cost of the work by which it 
was obtained. In future that might be done, 
and in eycn· case the increased cost of manur­
ing should be shown, so that it could be seen 
whether they were getting value for the 
work done. l:nfortunateh, industrial 
troubles again cropped up· there, and he 
found that in the Burdekin alone there had 
been a shortage of 100.000 tons of cane ·owing 
to the strike this vear. He mentioned that 
to emphasise the point he had made several 
times during the session, that one of the 
greatest difficulties that the farmer had to 
contend with at the present time were strikes. 

Question put and passed. 

STATE COALMINE. 

The TREASURER moved-That £7,740 be 
·granted for "State Coalmine." 

Question put and passed. 

STATE BATTERY. 

The TREASURER moved-That .£2,700 be 
"granted for "State Battery." 

Question put and passed. 

RAIL WAY REFRESH)TEXT ROQ;\18. 

The TREASURER moved-That .£82,630 be 
"granted for "Railway Refreshment Rooms." 

Question put and passed. 

LoAx FeND AccouNT. 

SOLDIERS' SETTLE:IJENT. 

The TREAS'CRER moved-That .£200,000 
be granted for " Soldiers' Settlement." 

The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN re­
ported progress, and the Committee obtained 
leaYe to sit again to-morrow. 

PHAR:.\IACY BILL. 

RETURNED FROM COCNCIL. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of 
'l message from the Council returning this 
Bill without amendment. 

PUBLIC WORKS LAXD RESUMPTIOl\ 
ACT AMEKD:.V1ENT BILL. 

OocNCIL's MESSAGE, No. 1. 

The SPEAKER annouhced the receipt or a 
message from the Council returning this Bill 
with an amendment. 

The consideration in Committee of the 
Council's message was made an Order of 
the Day for to-morrow. 

The House adjourned at twenty minutes 
to 11 o'clock p.m. 




