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3!62 State Iron, Etc., Bill. [COUNCIL.] JJfownt j}folloy, Etc., Extension. 

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

Fmn.w, 30 KovE~IBER, 1917. 

The PRESIDEXT (Hon. "\V. Harroilton) t.ook 
the chair at hoJf-pa. t· 2 o'clock. 

HEG"CLATION OF SUGAR CANE PRICES 
ACT AMEXDME:'-iT BILL. 

::\lESSAGE FRmr AssE:~IBLY, No. L 
The PRESIDENT announced the receipt 

of the following mcssnge from the Assembly
" ::\ir. Pre,ident.-

" The Legislative Assembly having 
had under consideration the Legislative 
Council's amendments in the Hegulation 
of :Sugar Cctnc Prices Act Amendment 
Biil, bog now to intimate that they-

,, Dicagree to the amendments in cLuse 
4. !im. 10 to 27-becau'•' it may be neces
ary in cmc~·:;ent ea sos to have such 

pov;er. 
"Disagree to the amendment, lines 

28 to 39-bc, 1usc circumstances have 
>ho,·;n the nccessit:· of this provision-
Ps, for instancD, the case of the Inker
l11fU1 C''lnegro"\v<~rs durirg the present -:;ea
son ; a1Po, persons gro,ving cane for the 
first time, or IYho have not been pre
viously allotted to any mill. Further. 
where a mill cca•-Ps operations before all 
allotted cane hw, been doli vered. 

"Disagree to that portion of the addi
tioP to cl a uee 6, contained in lines 43 
to 56, page 6-bccause the amendment 
dors not provide both parties with the 
rie;ht of appeal. 

" Disagrpe to the addition to clause 7. 
lines 8 -to 16-because the proposal is 
contrary to the policy of the Act (vide 
ser·tion 15 of the principal Act). 

'' Di.,a~~rr,, to the an1end1nent in clause 
12. page 10. linos 52 and 53, but offer to 
substitute the word ' eighty ' for the 
\Yords ' sevcnt"",""-five' on ljne 52. 

" In which s;,bstitntion thev invite the 
concur rem ' of the Legislative Council. 

" Disagree to the amendment on page 
11, lin•"' 19 to 24. but offer to substitute 
the word 'eighty ' for the words 
' f:8Vf'lltv-fise ' on line 22. 

''In ~-hi•,h substitution they invite the 
concurrl'JlC'> of the Legislative Council. 

" Disap-roe to the amendn1ents in clause 
16-becmiso the amendment proposed was 
designed to overcome a cumbersome pro
vi•ion in the principal ltct; and 

'' AgTr>e to all other arr·cndrnents in the 
Bill. 

" \Y. McC'·lRMACK, 
"Speaker. 

"L· "'ielative Assembly Chamber, 
"Brisbane, 23th ::'\ovember, 1917." 

The m<•ssagc was ordered to be taken into 
comider1tion :·.t a later hour of the day. 

::\IOC'\T :MOLLOY RAILWAY 
EXTEKSIOX 

ADOPTIOX OF HEPORT OE SELECT CO)IMIT'I'EE. 

'l'he SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon. 
A. J .. r ones): I beg to move-

" That ihe report of the Sekct Com
uittcc on thP proposed railway exten
tion of the Mount Molloy branch be now 
adopted." 

I intend to move later a motion for "the 
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approval of the plan, and, as in the case 
of the Many Peaks-New Cannindah Rail
way, I think we might take the discussion 
on the first motion. This railway, of course, 
hh been before a Sele8t Committee, of 
which I was chairman, and the Hon. 7111'. 
L•cn~hy, the Hon. Mr. ::'\evitt, the Hon. Mr. 
Parnoll, ;·,nd the Hon. Mr. Hodel were the 
other members. The com.n:ittee unanim'ously 
recommend< d the line to tiP House. It is 
a very Hhort extension of 8 miles and a few 
chain" from Mount Molloy, and it has been 
pl'Ovod to us that the line, according to the 
c•vic~ence that we have taken from the Com
mi-,sioncr for Railwa':; and the Chief 
Engine'-'1\ Ttir. Sexton, ~and £ro1n a perusal 
of the eYidoncc given before a Select Com
mittee which was appointed last session to 
inquire into the purchase of the Mount 
:C,)ol!oy lino, will incroasu the earning capa
cJty of the present line, and will open up 
a vcr,;· Yaluable area of good scrub land, 
and also timber lands. I think the )ine 
will commend itself to the Council for that 
re,tcon .alone .. Besides that, it will encourage 
the mmmg mdustry in the district. The 
\'<'J':V fact that the Selcd Com:rr:ittee were 
t~nanin101~s in ~heir reco1nmendation justi
fles me m urgmg that the motion should 
be pa ~sed with very little discussion. 

lioN. P. J. LEAHY: It is not often that 
I fi~d my elf in hearty agreement with the 
::\Im1ot0 r. (Laughter.) Hon. members will 
remembe;· that last year a S0lect Committee 
\\·as appointed to consider a Bill which was 
broughlc in to acquire some 20 miles of rail
way, d which the proposed line is an exten
'ion. T was on that committee, and I ha1 e 
a very clear recollection of all the evidence 
tl1at \Vas giYcn. The me-mbPrs Df the 110\"> 
':"mmittoc that sat :V"''terday perused the evi
<:tcnC'e given last yt\ar, becau~e, so far as the 
:cr,•a of land to be opened up and matters of 
that sort arc concerned thev could not have 
got any Inorc reliable inforffiation than -was 
given last year, when one of the main rea
' 'Jns that indnced the Select Committee to 
recommend the purchaw of the raihcav to 
Mount Molloy was the 0vidence of the LJnder 
Scr'l'etary for Pnblic Lands and others that 
a valuable area of some 70,000 acres of scrub 
land wo•1ld be opened up if the ::\Iount l\1olloy 
Railway "'ere extended another 8 or 9 miles. 
From my knowledge of the work of that 
committee, if it had not been for that valu
able ,,;rub land. I do not think the commit
le'' would have recommended the purchase 
of the Mount. ::\Iolloy Railway last year. I 
look upon th1 proposed extension as reallv 
com<'qucntial upon what the Honse did last 
year. There is evidence that the land along 
tho route i? of ~ood quality, and that there 
are onwthmg hke 200,000.000 feet of timber 
iu the di,tric:i. There was also evidence last 
year that a fair number of settler:· lmd taken 
up land n few miles bevond the present 
terminuo at }1ount Mono:;., and that they 
were mffcl'ing great hardship on account of 
the barl ro HlsJ and, if this extension \H're 
made, it would reli"ve those men and also 
lead to a considerable amount of settlement 
on tlw rich lands referred to. For these 
1 ea,ons I find myself in hP~rty accord with 
t:Jc ::Hini,t.;r, and I trust that tho Council 
"ill pass the motion. 

HoN. A. H. P ARNELL: I am not alto
getlwr in favour of railways being extended 
at the pre;:;c11t time, considering \Ve are so 
short of money and that there are other 
lines that ought to be finished before any 

new railwav work is undertaken. At the 
same time,· I recognise" that, to make the 
railway that we acquired last year profitable, 
it shmild be extended into the scrub country 
hevoml Mount :i\Iolloy. In fact, I think it 
should go bevond the proposed terminus, be
ea use the ft~rther you extend the line the 
b~tter the cc.untry you open up .. 'There is 
aloo another important reason for 1ts further 
extensioll, and that is that you arc going all 
th~ time towards Port Douglas and the Moss
lllJll TramWH-'". If l\fou:1t :Ylolloy is linked 
up with Port Douglas, then there will be 
raiiwav communication right into Port 
Dou~l~s; and, if there should be a washaway 
on the Cairns Railway such a• occurred last 
YPar th re would be this alternative means 
(,f 'communicating with the hinterland 
tl,rough Port Douglas. Another thing that 
mdkes me support this line is that within 
tJ.p la,t few weeks a very fine wolfram mine· 
l!iu been opened up in this distric~, and con
si<lcring how good the country Js and the 
large amount of timber that will be drawn 
h<'m the d0me scrubs of the locality, I 
think the Council will be fully justified in 
"PP'·oving of this line. I have great pleasqre 
in 'Hpportinp; it. 

Question put and passed. 

.\PPROVAL OF PLAN. 
The SECRETARY FOR MINES moved-

" 1. That the Council approve of the 
plan, section, and book of r:ference of 
the proposrd railway .extensJOn of . the 
~,fount ::\folloy branch, m length 8 mrl<;c•, 
as received bv mecsage from the Legis
lative A semblv on the 27th November. 

"2. That su~b approval be notified ~o 
the Legislative As ,embly by message m 
the usua] form.'' 

Question put and passed. 

JOI::--TT COMMITTEES. 
Co:«TINL'A'l'JON DuRING REcEss. 

On the motion of the SECRETARY FOR 
::\U?\ES, it >vas resolved-

" 1. That, in the opinion of this Coun
cil it is dccirable that the members con
;tituting. respectively, the ,Joint Library 
Committee the Joint Refre,hment Rooms 
Comrr.ittec: and the Joint Buildings Com
mith'e, should continue to control during 
1 lH:' re: ,_:~s the several rnatters co1nmitted 
t,-, thrir ehc,rge as such committees dur
illn.- the se:.:..'~ion. 

',, 2. That the above r< ·<olution be for
warded to the Legislative Asoembly by 
ffi{'"''v.re inYiting their concurrence there
in." 

STATE CHILDREN ACT AMENDMENT 
BILL. 

COMMITTEE. 

(Hon. lV. Ji'. 'l'aylor in the chair.) 

Ciauses 1 to 10, both inclusiYe, put and 
passed. 

The Council resumed. The CHAIRMAN re
ported the Bill without amendment, and 
the report was adopted. 

[3 p.m.] 
THIRD READING. 

On the motion of the SECRETA~Y :!fOR 
MINES, the Bill was read a thud hme, 
)Jaosed, and ordered to be returned to the 
Assembly by message in the usual form. 

Hon. A. J. Jones.] 
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REGDLATION OF SUGAR CANE PRICES 
~H'T AME:'Il'DME:.\T BILL. 

Co>:SIDER\TION IN CoMMITTEE oF AssEMBLY's 
MESSAGE. 

(Hon. 1V. J!'. 1'aylor in the chair.) 
CLuso 4-·• .:L,,~tnJn;e,?t of srtfion /i"

The SECRETARY FOR MINES moved
" That the Committee do not insi-·t 

upon their aJnendment in clause 4." 

The Committee had deleted subclause (2). 
The first part of tint subclause dealt with 
frosted cane, and the latter part provided-

" In cases where it appears just and 
proper so to do, and upon application 
made in that behalf to the Central Board, 
the Central Board shall have power, not
withstanding the proYisions of any Order 
in Council, from time to time to assign 
any particular land or lands or any 
defir1ed corea or locality to an" mill or 
to alter the acoignment thc·reof'from one 
mill to another mill (whtther or not 
each such mill is under the jurisdiction of 
the same loc::tl board), so that the sugar
erne grown on such land or lands or 
within such area or locality shall be 
sn;>plic-cl to the newly assigned mill." 

The Go>ernmont did not consider it wise to 
have those wonJs deleted from the clause, for 
tho reasons that had been advanced when 
the Bill was before the Committee on a pre
v-iou3 oc~a"ion. He had had several com
munications, by telegram and letter, from 
eaneg-rowers in Queensland, some of them 
in the far North, in favour of this provision 
being retained, and he hoped the Committee 
would yield to the wishes of the ~\s,e,nhly 
and the wie;h<:>s of the growers. He did not 
stress the wishes of the Assembly, but, judg
ing by the speeches inade on the second 
reading and in Committee, he felt that hon. 
me'11ber,, were concerned only about the sugar 
industry, and that it was their wish to do 
the fair thing hy the grower, while not doing 
any injury to the miller. Ho thought the 
Committee might alter their decision and 
allow tlw clim·c to remain in the Bill. 

HoN. C. li'. NIELSON: The Minister ga.ve 
no reasons whv the amendment should no+ 
be retained. The first part of the clause 
gave the canegro\vcr po\Yer, -vdthout rPfe:r
ence to t.he [,o,ud or anybodv else, simply 
to deliver his frosted or darnagod cane to 
any mill. whether that mill was cru,hing any 
frosted cane or not. If there was anv re<•ub
tion ut all, the board 'hould re~lilatn" the 
distributicn of frost,,d cane. Liue~ 18 to 27 
in~lusive, ga vn a can<'gro,ver potver to s0nJ. 
his frosted cane to any mill. The canP<rrower 
could put on a big gang of men and 11an'ht 
his frosted c~ne, and whateYer mill he chosP 
to -end it to was bound to take it. Thev 
hc'Urd a lot about taking the power out of 
the -hands of thP board, but the clause which 
the Council previou,]y omitted enahlecl cane
growers to take the power out of the hands 
of the board. A mill mig-ht have a lot of 
frosted canB to deal with from its own 
suppliers, still it would have to take the 
cane from another grower if it were sent 
to the mill. 

Hon. G. S. CURTIB: And postpone the. 
treatment of its own cane. 

HoN. C . .l!'. NIELSON: Certainly. The 
first subclause which the Council omitted, 
and which the Minister now wished to retain, 
read-

" Provided that any canegrowee shall 

[Hion. A. J. Jones. 

be at liberty to deliver any of his frosted 
or damag-ed sugar-cane to any mill whrch 
is crushing sugar-cane, whether %Ich 
cancgrower's lands are assigned tu that 
mill eor not; and the owner of such rmll 
>hall be Lound tb accept delivery thereof 
ancl pay for ihe same if su{'h sugar
rune rontaiu3 over seve-n per centum of 
to··:ntnorcial t·anc sugar.'' 

lion. R. BEDFORD: liow long will they 
L1 v ~ to ~)osq,onc tlw crushiug of thcjr O\Vfi 

CUll(;? 

Hol'i. C. F. ::~IELSO::'\: He had seen the 
tirnc, jn the Buuduberg district, vd1cn they 
were dealing with frosted cane for nearly the 
whole SCJ.SOil. 

Hon. I. PEREL: ::\ot once in a liietirne. I 
·was in Bundabcrg for- 1nany years. 

HoN. C. li'. NIELSOK: The present 
season \Vas the be;,t season he had seen in 
I3Ulcdaberg · o far as frost was ci:mcerned. 
Thcr•c \Y<lS vcrv little frost in I3Lmdabcrg 
in th·.' last tw~ seasous, but g~nerally the 
frost was an annually recurriug InattE'r in 
their district. 

IIon. I. l'EREL: You must han· frost to 
Jnake good cane. 

lioN. C. F. NIELSOK: ::\"onsense. The 
bc:.-t CdlL' was grov~o-'n up 1.\ orth, ''"hero there 
~,\as no frost at all. 

Hon. R. BEDFORD: What is the vroportion 
of fro~7cd cane? 

HoN. C. F. 1'\IELSO:'\f: About 40 per cent. 
of tlw total. 

The CIIA IRMAK: Order! I hope the 
hon. member will addre'-S his remarks to 
the- Committee. 

HoN. C. F. :'iiELSO:'Il' hopcd ti1at memb~ors 
would insist on the 01nission of the subc]auc PS, 
otherwise a mill would have to take the 
frosted <'~no of anv grower und po . .,ipone 
the crushing of its Ovn1 cane. 

lion. R. BEDFORD: It will still be stand
ing. and will uot go to waste, tvhcreas the 
fro,.ted caue will. 

HoN. C. F. NIELSON: He knew wheee 
mills helped growers who had frosted or 
burnt cane. Quite recently there was a fire 
in the Bundaberg district, and a mill took 
2,000 tons of burnt cane from a neighbouring 
grower. '£hen, as to the assignment of land, 
he did not think that was a good thing. The 
Hon. Mr. Conrtioe drew attention to the 
fact that the mill which he supplied had an 
a ward of 3s. a ton lower than any other mill 
in the district. If the board got power to 
reassign land, those people would want to 
supply a bigger mill in order to get a better 
price. The bigger turnover that large mill 
had the mor2 they would be able to pay for 
the cane, and the mill from whose area the 
land wa'l tak~n would get a less supply of 
cane, and those supplying that mill would 
get a lc,,er price for their cane. Mills had 
been built on the understanding that a cer
tain area would be put under cane to supply 
those mills. Last vear it was stated by the 
Royal Commission "that the total cane supply 
cu pacity was only equal to 52 per cent. of 
the milling capacity in QuePnsland, so that 
it could be seen that one of their troubles 
was that there was already a short supply 
of cane. On the a vcrage no mill received 
a supply of cane anywhere near its full 
capacity. Take the Pialba Mill, or ~he 
Bauple Mill, or the Maryborough Mrll. 
Would it be a fair thing to assign the whole 
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of the Pi alba lands to one of those other 
mills? ~'he Bauple l\Iill had done nothing 
for the Pralba growers. The Millaquin Sugar 
Company had laid a long tramline there to 
connect with the Government railwav at 
Pialba, and had taken a certain amou;;t of 
mne away, and the local mill was short of 
c1nc exc>;pt in a good year like this. 

The SECRETARY FOR ]\liNES: There must be 
growers before there can be millers. 

HoN. C. F. NIELSOX: That sounded all 
rig-ht. but it was not a fact, because no man 
would grow cane until he had a market. 
M:ills "ere established by mutual agreement 
bet•.men peroons who owned land on which 
cane could be grown and persons '·' ho were 
prepared to put np a mill. He noticed, 
accordmg to the Press report of the pro
ceedings in another place, that there was to 
lk a conference on that matter, and, if the 
Minister could supply no reaoons, they would 
probably be supplied at that conference. 

Question-That the Committ<ce do not in
sist on tht>ir amendment in clause 4-put; 
and the Committee divided:-

CoNTENTS, 1-L 

.< t. TI. K·dfonl 
T. 0. Belrne 
\V. TI. Cra.mpton 
\Y. H. Demaint' 
'1'. M. Hall 
.\ . . T .. Tones 
rr. c . .Tones 

I, on. P .. l. I~C''lhy 
H. LL:•,yt'lvn 
F. 11cDonnrll 
T. ;\(•Vi\t 
G. Page-Hanify 
I. rerel 
''T· .T. Riorclan 

'Teller: Hon. I. PC'TPL 

XoT-Co:xTF.~T'\, 13. 

H <L F. T. Brrntnall Eon. 0. F. }[arks 
.T. Cowlishaw (\ F. ).;it'lson 
G. S, Ourtis .\. lL rarnc-11 
E. W. H. Fowlrs W. Stephens 
G. \Y. Giav H. Turner 
JL L. GroOm ~\. H. \Yhittingham 
A. G. 0. Hawthorn 

Teller: Eon. H. L. Groom. 
Resolved in the affirmatiYe. 
[3.30 p.m.] 
Clause 6-" A.ppwl from valuation''

The SECRETARY FOR :'vlii\'ES moved-
That the Committee insist on that portion 
oi the addition to clause 6 contained in 
lines 43 to 56, page 6, but propose to insert 
thr words, "or cunegrowcr" after the word 
"' owner," on line 39. 

The Assembly disagreed to that portion 
of the a1uenclment, but his motion was a 
c<Jmpromise, and he had the assurance of the 
s~crctary for Agriculture that the Assembly 
would acept it. 

Question put and passed. 

Clause 7-" ilmrmdmtnt of section /' "

The SECRETARY FOR MINES moved-
That the Commiltee do not insist on their 
arnendn1ent jn clauFt~ 7. The amendment 
re:\d-

" Notwithstanding anything contained 
or implied in this or the principal Act, 
it shall be competent for any millowner 
and any number of canegrowers supply
ing sugar-cane to the mill of such mill
owner to enter into agreements (such 
agreemc 1ts being made in the same terms 
as to period of time, price, and general 
conditions) for the supply of sugar-cane 
to such mill ; and no local board shall 
be or be deemed to be constituted or 
have jurisdiction with respect to such 
canegrowers. '' 

If th,c Col1lmittee insisted on the a,nPIHl
ment, it would practically d~stroy the p~in
ciplo of the Dill. His own personal opmron 
was that the amendment was out of order, 
but as the Chairman had ruled otherwise, 
he 'hoped that 1he Committee would not 
insist upon it. He had a telegram ad,dressed 
to the Goyernment, dated the previous day, 
<Jnd reading-

" Drysdale threatening close mill Fri
day Unle~ .', grower& consent variation 
award. ~VIany lnkennan growers no~ ~·et 
harvLsted an0 cane whatever pos:tion 
atrocious we do not want yariation award 
what on earth arc we to do reply early." 

Hon. C. F. XIELSOX: \Yho is that from? 
The SECRJ<.T.ARY FOR :'.liNES: Mr. 

~hri·;tia\l, the ,lH'?sidc•nt of the Inkcrman 
1~ arnwrs ~\~"iJCJabon. 

Hon. C . .B'. XIELSON: I know him. 

The SECRETARY FOR :MINES: The 
hon. 1nembcr knew eY(Jrvone who 'Yas Inen
tioned in that Chamber.· He knew all the 
Hon. ]I.Ir. J3eirne's friends; he knew all his 
(:'.Ir. J ones'.) fricncb; ho know all the friends 
uf the Government. 

Hon. C. F. :0/IELSOX: I11 certain districts. 

The SES'fU~T,\H Y FUR ;:vii.:\'ES: He 
hoped the Ccrnunttoe wou:•J not i1.1sist un 
their arnendrncnt, thereby rnaking the Bill 
uniforHl. \Vith the a;nendments that had 
b£ en accepted b0 the As·eiubly, the Bill 
would be almost perfect if that amen•dmont 
were omitted; and theY would earn the 
ewrlasting blessing of the canegrowcrs of 
the State for ha Ying passed such ,a measure. 
If the an1en(lTJient v,-erc insisted on, it would 
kill the BilL 

lloN. U. F. l\IELSOC\: If the carrying 
uf that amendment "ould kill the Bill, it 
I"eant . that the Goycrnment did not care 
t Yopcnce about anything else in the Bill 
but that clause. 

The bECllET.iRY FOR ::YIINES: They are con
e -'rncd <thout thooe engaged in the industry. 

Hox. C. F. i\'IELSOl\: Apparently, they 
\Yere not eoncerned about anything in tha 
J.!ill lmt that clause. With reference to the 
telegram just read by the ::'.Iinister, he knew 
nothing about the closing of either o£ ~1r. 
Drysdaie's mills, but he knew that the trouble 
iu the Burdekm district was that they could 
not get their 8ugur a \V ay. Ile had a news M 

paper in hiF< j)O'•'L · oion from which it 
appearc•d that :Mr. Drye,cJale made a pro
posal to his growers for a reduction in the 
price of c.me that had been already agreed 
upon, his reas<m for asking for the reduction 
being that he could not get his sugar away. 
The Pioneer Mill wonld crush about 100,000 
tons of cane, and in that district that meant 
at least £12,000 of 9.+ per cent n.t. sugar, 
and that reprc·scrtod, at the price Mr. Drys
dule was paying for labour and cane, an 
expenditure of at least £200,000. That 
amount of money took a lot of financing. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : He has the 
Colonial Sugar RPfiniPg Company behind 
him. 

HoN. C. F. ::-.:IELSO.:\': He had not the 
Colonial Sugar Refining Company behind 
him. 'fhe Commonwealth Government were 
110t paying for the sugar when it was put 
<'n board the steamer at Townsville, a,s 
they did last year. On one of the financial 
Bills the Minie,ter had stated that the Go
vernment had financed their central mills 

Hon. C. F. Nielson.] 
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to the extent of £100,000. 11r. Drysdale. 
besides having to financ'l £200,000, had not 
storage capacity to hold a season's output; 
therefore he ,,•as compelled to build special 
stores to hold that sugar, probably for one 
season in his whole life. Then he was corn· 
polled to insure the sugar when it was storod, 
a.ncl, on tho b:_u is of £21 a ton, the insurance 
would be conFidcrably more than it was last 
year when the price of eugar was only £18 
a ton. LaFt year he hacl not to store any 
sugar. Tho bulk cf his growers agreed that. 
iJ?. order to m• nt this extraordinary set of 
cu<umsbncos. tlwv would take a reduced 
p~·it '! fc.r their c'l!l_e, but, apparently, sorno 
t~t the1n \YPre ~t 1nchng out; a.nd what option 
had ::\lr. Dr:·;dale but to say, " I will stop 
crushing?" 

IIon:. IL BRD:fOHD: Yon knov; Yen \voll 
that this "ill kill the Bill. · 

l-IoN. C. F._ XIELSON: If the hem. gentle
man ''ould look up the rPports. he would 
~eo that the Goverrnnent ha-d to co1nc to an 
arran~;e1ncnt with the FuppJior to one of 
their mills. All the amendment proYidecl 
y,·as th-"t, if gr0\\'81''- did not \Vant an ft\Yard 
and \\'CrC ·willing to 111akc an acrri~Prnent \VJ.th 
the n:dlowrwr, they should l:~e a11owC'd to 
1nrrke ~.'lch an agrc:unci1t, \Y.h1lc othm: gro\V~'rR 
could com0 uncl0r an (t·,,·:ud if the,- prdcrr··-d 
to do so. lt was ·.-PI! kno•.1·n that in the 
::'\olih it ··as Ycry difficult for cane farmers 
to fin!HlC'>? at the i_1rc-::lc-nt time) a<,;, it v-.·oi.lld 
coet about £12 an acre to put land under 
cant>, f!nd no bank would n~akc an advance· 
for wad<: o; that kind unless the farmer had 
an agrC'e1ncnt with the Government central 
mili mana~cr or Mr. Drysdale to take his 
carv~- for t,:-~ next seven vcars. He saw 
nothin;.\· in t], P amendment 'to kill the Bill. 
Sorno gro\\ c ':-:l had petitior ed that a majoritv 
of thP "rowers should be allowed to Lind th~ 
minority if .,h('~· ,,-.lntec1 an agreement, but 
th0 _Committee· did nvt approye 0f th<tt .mg
gr ,ban. and n1ade a coinprom_ise \vhich \V6.,'> 

einl>odicd in ih(• an1cndmcnt. 

HoN. T. M. HALL: vYith the conflict of 
e\·irlence on this snbiect that thc>v had from 
Y;•rious quarters urid tho inflexible detccr. 
ruination of the Govr·rnmem to bring all 
rro'v\'crs nnd0 c the :-.a me conditions, it sr0mrd 
to him that. if they fought this clause, thev 
would denrive the growers of the Bill, wh;ch 
was a y, ry nndosirahlo thing to do. He 
thought tlwy should differentiate bctwerm the 
g-rm;·en in the South and the growers in 
the ='lorth, hut the GoYernment desired that 
the: ,,,,mo rule should apply \Yherover the 
p-rowers might ho oituatcd. Under the cir
cumstance he was prepared to let the clause 
go without the amendment. feeling certain 
that tlw measure Yould confer some benefit 
on thn gTo\vf'rS. and that ne::i vear the 
~row-er:. \vou1.d. if necessary. anpcai to Par
hamPr:;t to remcvp. ..-1ny e,nomalies t.hat \V€lr<: 
found to be contained in tht' Bill. 

HoN. P. ,J. LEAHY: The whole business 
was exccedinp·ly difficult. The Committee• 
could not get. <'Xactl:v ,,-hat they desired qnd 
the other ChamlH'r cou'rl not get all that thev 
<h-.ired. Th0rdore, all thBv could rlo v:a's 
to come to the ht:;:;t ,,vorking ar?angernent 
they could. The amenclmPnt under comidera
tion practically gave power to persons to 
ront.ract then1."f'1vf's out•.dcle the -rrovlsions 
of the Bill. WhethPr the principlf' of the 
Bill was good or not. if this amendml'nt 
were insistf'd upon. th.·_ whole obj .. et of the 

[Hon. C. F. Nielson. 

Bill would be annulled. He was not pre
pared to take the responsibility of doing 
that, and he would therefore vote for the 
proposal that they should not insist upon 
their amendment. 

HoN. W. R. CRAJI.IPTO='J: He felt satis
fiecl that the a<ioption of the amendment as 
it ·-toad \Youl<l open the door to Yictimisation. 
The Hon. :Mr. Nielsen lHtd pa[ntcd a very 
fine picture of what would happen if the 
amendmc'nt we're retainer!, but h<l did nc,t 
tell the Committee anything about the 
tenant farmers who would be placed in a 
very U\Ylnvarcl po,_~itiort \Yhe~1 an nlti1natun1 
y;as prc,..-mted to them by the millers; and 
that had been done, co:~ld be donP, and woufd 
be done if this Drovision were adopted. 
There were a good. many ter1 ant fnrmcrs in 
(~ueensland. Some of them might want to 
contract themsC'lves out of tlue Bill, but there 
were many \Yho would prefrr to be brought 
under an award. But, in the eyent of a 
milh r or shareholder in a mill desiring to 
contract themselves out of an a". at'd, an 
nitimatnm '' ould be placed before those 
people. and they dared not refuse to accept 
it. They had an instance of that during t~e 
'ugar strike of 1911, when they were com
Jlellod to go into the mills and do the work 
that was refused bv the strikers at a ti""' 
·when the men 'Ycrf'~ fighting ;\gainst unbenr
able conditions in the sugar industry. The 
eonditions at that time were such as kanalws 
almost would sneer at-tweh-e hours a dav 
and £1 2s. 6d. per week. Sti:l the tenan"t 
farme1' were compelled to ·dance to the l'll'lsic 
pla,·ed bv the miller; and he was sati~fleff 
that. if this provision worP insisted upon, 
the vcrv same conditions would he brourrht 
ahout a~gain. --

Hox. E. W. H. FOWLES: He wou'd 
r<>spectfnlly ask h0n. members to considec 

what thev wcro doinr; jn ~his 
[4 p.m.] matter. Because the Gc,vcrnment 

l11·ng a threat over the Council. 
that did not uppe •r to him to J,t, a good 
reason whv the Co,nmittce fhould do wh .. t 
might be ~ m:mifcst injusticB to a majority 
of t.he cctnogrowers in Qwcensland. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIXES : There is no 
threat. I canle here in a spirit of compro· 
Jnisc .. and C'YPry hon. gentle1nan kno--..vs t1lat. 

lioN. E. W. H. FOWLES : He was not 
referring to the 2\ Iinister. He understood 
that the GoYernment's thrpat was that, un!< ss 
the Council shut their "ves to ,,'Jviou~ facts 
rncl put this amendment' out of the Bill, tlw 
Bill would be lost. 

Hon. R. BEDFORD: There is no threat, hut, 
if ::ou kill the Bill. '-' e must naturally bmy 
it. 

The SECRETARY FOR 1\ITNES : I consider that 
the Gm·ernmont apprrciat0 the consideratic,n 
that this C·mncil has giyen to tho Bill. 

Hox. E. W. H. FOWLES: So they ought 
t•J. Let them consider what the :tmendmcnt 
was. so that hon. members might not be 
,·oting in the dark on the matter. There 
was alrr11dy a prm·ision in the Bill that any 
twenty growers in any district-and kss. 
than twentv if there were less than sixty 
i· rowers, in which case it would be one
third of the number of growers-could ask 
for a local board. Could ·anything be hirer 
than that? 

Hon. W. R. CRDIPTON: That is not the 
position. 
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HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: That was 
alreadY ill the Bill, and let them not fo.-g-·t 
it. The only : cason the Governrrcert ~ould 
thir'< of against the amendment was tf,:•.t 
the proposal W<t" cortrary t:> the policv of 
the Act. Could thev show ;.;m half a d•nen 
substantial Acts of.Parliament where there 
were not reasonabie and just exemptions? 
Every Act of Parliament that was dubstan
tl'tl at all bristled ,,-ith exemptions. 

lion. H. BEDFORD interj ccte·d. 

The CHAIRMA~: I would like to call 
the hon. genHen1an's attention to Standing
Order 152, "Disturbanc.cs by Members.'' 
Tint St:tnd:ng Order reads-

" A member shall not make any noi3e 
or didturbance. during the progre,s of 
busJnt~'<~, aHrl, 1f SlJch noise or disturb
ance . is m!lde and persisted in after 
•·arn1ng from the Chair, tlw Chairman 
shall. call by name upon the membet· 
rrakmg the mme. and shall report his 
conduct to the Council." 

HoN. E. W. H. FUWLES: He would 
point out th,tt they could have exem·ptiom 
to an Act w1thout tlw exemptions being <"Oil· 
trary to the policy of the Ad. Even the 
Factorie' and Shops Ad had exemptions. 

Hon. \Y. R. CRA~IPTOX: The pooition i" 
quite difff'rcnt. Those people under the Shop, 
and Factories Act have absolutely no e:ty 
;,·bother they ·hall be exempt or not. It 
1 ,, clone by the Governor in CounciL 

Hox. E. \V. H. FOvVLES: If the amend. 
m':nt wc:e not insisted on, they would have 
t~'' pos1t10n-that, if seventy-eight out of 
eighty grov;.rers \\ antcd to ha. Ye an agreen1ent, 
t~c two [\rowers could hang up those seventy
eight growers. \Vas that derr·ocracy? They 
"'':·'" ;mdcr the tyranny of a cantankerou~ 
mnwnty. That was what the Commi';t9e 
'"'I e asked to vote for. He would like 
Quf'<" '·land to know that the Labour Go
VPrilillf'I1t stood for a cantankerous n1inoritv. 
The 0over11mcnt were ··o used to the ta:-il 
waggmg the. dog, th!'t they were trying to 
pm t~a t prme1 pie m the sugar indusi ry 
Ho d1d not thmk there should be either 
a tyral{nou, n1.ajority or a tyra!In?us minority. 
The; cwm0 said that the m'aJonty could "O 
then· own . wa~· if they thought it right, 
and the nunor1ty could go their way. 

Hon. \Y. R. CR.D:PTOK: And the miller can 
coPrc·-, the tenant farmer into signing an 
agr,' cment. 

Hox. E \Y. H. FOWLES : Not at all. 
The SECRETARY FOR I\IIXES: ·we have given 

the p;rower and mlller an equal right of 
appeal. 

HoN. K \V. H. FOWLES: That was only 
Rl':aimt the vahL''ions of the 00ntral Board 
:rho poliey of the GcY<'rnment if they re: 
JCctr>d that JllSt amcnrlm< nt "'"'" that ~hey 
would allow a tvrannm" minoritv to ride 
rc•ugh,;wd oYer ·the wishes of the whole 
of tlw caneg-J·ower' in am- district. If that 
was their policy. \hen gofJd-b--e to native 
fr0rdom in f'•ven•land. His policy w:•s tc 
alloy; the can• ~;ro;•-ers ,, ho wished to make 
all agrc"'mcnt ':r a contract to 1nake it. 

The SECRETARY FOR :\II"'ES : There are sugar
growers in the oth0r Chamber who are not 
supporters of the GoYernment, like Colonel 
Hankin and others, who are not in favo~r 
of this cl a use. 

Hon. 0. F. NIELSON: This clause was sug
gested to me by Colonel Rankin in lieu of 
rr·y original amendm'ent. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIXES : I do not think 
so. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: He had re· 
ceived bundles of tdegrams from all pa!!s 
of Queensland showing that there was a 
very large numher of growers, almosL a 
majority, who wanted to be free. They 
said they did not wart tJ be bo"Pd from 
Brisbane, or by any cane rrices boards at all. 

The SECRET\RY FOR :MrNES: A number of 
reprc entatiyc.; in the oLI1er House are dc
pPndent on the car,2growers for their exi'.t
('11Ce a-; 1egis1 \tors, ~nd oPe of those nlem
b"r, has "'id that they want this. 

Hox. 1~. W. H. FO\YLES: He would cer
t~rinly resi;::t to tho ln;:;-t the propo~ition that 
t·,-o out of <'ig!Jty coukl dominate the rest. 
\Yith regard to the amendment being against 
tloe poliC'y of the Bill, he would point out 
flr .. t that it rr ollv harmonised and extended 
the policy of the Bill. The second reason 
i11 favonr of the an1endn1ent \vas that it \Vas 

C'a~·ne~tly dP..,ircd b"' a large Humber 0f 
!"rowZ'rs. and it would concluce to a content·.d 
sugar industr .. ,·. If they allowed hvent; 
growers in any district to tyranui e over the 
rr 't. wh0re h'ould contenrmc•nt in the industr:c 
g:,, to 1 They would say, "\Ve o.re dominated 
b.v the loc·al price board .. \Ye ~.re not allow ea 
to lrlEI:HlgO our O»Yll bu;;Iness. Hon. n1Cll1-
hcrs in anothC'r place) p0rhn ps, were so 
<1Dminated b.v ouhido influences that they 
did not know what manap;ing their own busi
I,oss w 1S. The farmers were intelligent 
e1;ough to sav. "\Ye know what is best for 
u,, a;d 'n:· want freedom." Unless that pro
Yioion »·ere kept in the Bill they would 

·k:.-e the p;rowers in anv district absolutely 
dmninah:>d bv a di13astrous minoritY. Fnr
tLermore. the clause allmYed each it}di.-idual 
g,owPr to · .. cttle for himself whether he 
"·nnted a contract or whether he would prefer 
tbC' a\varcl. 

Hon. H. BEDFORD: As to whether he wanh 
a 1ninin1um wage or a \,,tarvation wage. 

Hox. E. W. H. FO\VLES: J'\ot at all. If 
the hon. gentleman knew anything at all 
about thC' sugar industry he would know 
YCi'\' >vel! that. qnk·.· .. the clauoc were passed, 
r,e,.: farm in Hew districts would not be 
OpClH d up. 

He:J. H. BEDFORD: It means starvation for 
tho farms already in exi.:>tonce. 

HoK. E. W. H. FOWLES: As pointed out 
fj !(a in ~tn;t again. millers and growers found 
11' £u:h·antageous to n1akc special conditiops. 
T!Je miller ea id. "I will run you a tramlme 
fer 5 miles along this district. 'l'hat tram
liEe will be free, but I want you to pa;;· me 
.5 pn cent. intcre't on the tramlino, and I 
". i li knoc· oil a shilling from the price of 
Your c"ne." And the farmers '' ould jump 
;,t it, becP.Ltse they were getting good ~usi· 
J:(•s... There was any amount of land nght 
·· ·.va v from the mill, and not connected wrth 
t~'" "mill lw any tramlirw. That land was 
·riu.d Lnd... Thi_, Government, which said 
th'v were in favour of land settlement, abso
lui;J h- put up a sign post. "No road this 
·vmv.'' ThC'v were not going to stagnate 
•,• ith the pr :sent farms; they wanted an ex· 
t. nsion of th,• indu•.try. They must take 
it that the millers and cancgrowero were not 
only honest, decent. and respectable men, 

llon. E. W. H. Fuwle.s.] 
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but that thev "ere possessed of some business 
aeumen, anZl knew what was be"t for them
s• h·e,, 

Hon. R. BEDFORD: You think this Gon n' 
n1cnt arc n lot cf rogues. 

~Iox. K V\'. H. FO\YLES: He did nol 
thmk. 

'l'he SECRETARY FOR :11INES: Do you say this 
Govcnnncnt are a lot of rogues? 

HocL E. W. H. FOWLES: Ho did not 
sa,:. -.o. 

Hon. J. PEREL: That was the inference. 

Hox. E. 'N. H. FO\YLES: That clame 
would allow the farmers in any district who 
had land a little awav from the mill to make 
an agrcemeut and ~say, "Right; \Ye will 
plam that with eane if you will give us a 
tra1nlinP. '' 

Hon. R. BEDFORD: Does the amendment 
prevent that c 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: It prevented 
the f·.rmers from making any contract with 
regard to the supply of cane to any mill. 
It absolutely prevented them. If they did 
not !"'" that clause the Government policv 
wouhl mean -uffocation; smother all expan
sion. Then, again, everybody knew that the 
sugar industry was a three-year industry ; and 
why not allow a farmer to say, rather than 
have a rah' which might give him £1 5s. this 
year and 18s. 6d. next year, and probably 
fmd himself squeezed out and be compelled 
to tLlrn his sugar lands into dairying at the 
end of three years-why not allow that 
farmer to say, ,, I will make a contract for 
tlu~e y2ars at £1 4s. 6d." '! 

Hon. \Y. R. CR.\MPTON: \Vhere have they 
ever conv·,rted sugar lands into dairying. 

Ho;,;;. E. W. H. FOWLES: Did the ho,, 
gentleman know that the sugar jn-dust!'Y ''~as 
just hanging on the edge of a razor dt tne 
present time 1 Did he know that it was a 
purely artificial industry 'I Did he imow that 
in the present turmoil in Australia the su~ar 
industry might be tossed overboard unlccs 
it was carefully fosterr·d? The industry was 
essentialiy a three-year industry, and why 
should not a f ·rmer be at liberiv to mukP 
an ag"eement for three years if 'he chose? 
Farmers were wiser iha n the Government 
of Queensland, which lived simply from hand 
to mouth, or rather from hand to pockd. 

Hon. W. E. CRA~PTON: There are plenty 
of other industries in the s:tme category. '\Ye 
do not produce enou~;h sugar for our O\Yll 
requirements. 

HoN. E. W. H . .FOWLES: The sugar in
dustry stood by itself in being a three-year 
industry. If they lot the farmers make a 
three-year agreement, it would give stabilih· 
to the industry, · 

Hon. w. n. CRAl\Il'TON: Where ib that 
done? 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: Surely the hon. 
member did not wish him to read all the 
telegrams again? He would read jUSt one-

·" Suppliers Hambledon Mill emp.hati
cally urge. Council insert in amended 
Cane Prices Bill clause allowing three 
years' agreement Or tJOW81' 111akc a'vard 
lasting three years. "\!so dates making 
award be fixed no later end February." 

The amendment was reasonaL1e. He was not 
attempting to bludgeon through things that 
were made in Germany-some Prussianised, 

[Hon. E. TV. H. Fowles. 

cast-iron rule. which the Gover11ment. wished 
to fasten on eyery district in Qw"ensland, 
whethn it fitted them or not. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES rose to 
a point of order. ·was the hon. member in 
order in stating that the Goyernment were 
trying to bring the sugar industry under a 
Prussiani·-ed, cast-iron rule-a rule that was 
''made in Ge: many," and other expressi•;ms 
of the kind, which were tantamount to accus
ing the Gm·ernment of disloyalty? 

Ho!>i. E. W H. FOWI..ES: Oh, no ! 
The SLC'RETARY FOR MINES: It was tant

amount to saying that the Government Wllrfl 
in the pay of Germany, just as other public 
1nen 'vere ·saying. 

Hen. C. F. NIELSON: You are getting very 
thin-~kinncd. 

The CHAIRMAN: I think the hon. gentle
man iJ at times somP''hat reckless in his 
remarks, and I woctld adYise bim to be a 
little more curcful in future. 

Hox. E. W. H. FO\VLES: He bowed with 
deference to 1he ruling of the Chair, hut he 
',.,·ould be ver~v glad to 5ce a 1 ranscript of tne 
shorthDnd note of what he had said. He 
chose his words very carefully, and he did 
not alter in i he slightest what he had said, 
He r~peatcd his words--" A Prussianiscd, 
cast-iron rule, imposed upon al1 .districts in 
Qucenoland, ,vhrthcr it fitted them or not.'' 

Hon .. \. A. DAVEY: You are quite right. 
Tlw SECRETARY FOR MIXES: It's a lie. 
Hon. \V. R CRASIPTON : You are evidently 

an anti-conscriptionist. 
The SECRETARY FOR ::YlJ:oi~;s: You are not the 

onlv nuu1 wh) is ga1nE: to repeat hi:; speech. 
RPJ\eat it oub;de. (Laughter.) 

HoN. P. J. I..EAlil: rose to a point of 
order. \Vas the l\[ini··ter in order in inviting 
the Hon. 11r. Fowh•s outoide? 

The SECRETARY FOR }liNES : I did not in
vitP him Gutside. I asked him to repeat his 
speech outside. and we ·would know how to 
deal with him within fo;·ty-<eight hom·s. 
(Lau;;hter.) 

IIox. E. W. H. FOWLES: There was 
notl1ing disloyal in .his ,peech. He was refer
ring to the Procrustean b0d. 

Hon. \\' .• J. RIORDAX : \Vho is he? 
HoN. E. \V. H. FOWLES: His hen. friend 

had no doubt heard oi the bed to which all 
occupants had to cor1form. If their legs wem 
too long, they were cut off; if they were too 
short, they were telescoped out. 

Hon. C. F. ;'\IELSON: They were pulled, as 
the lf'gs o£ the Government very often are. 
(Laughter.) 

HoN. E. W. IT. FOWLES: They would be 
doing a11 injustice if they made it a onc
ye:lr industry. 

Hon. T. ?\EVITT: \Ye h0;1e that it is a life
long industry. 

The SEcm~TARY FOR MINES: How will that 
fit in with the agreemelJt betw<:>cn the Federal 
Government and the State Government? 

lioN. E. W. H. FOWLES: If the State 
Government die! a fair thing by the industry, 
the Federal Government woul·d not leave it 
in the lurch. They should give every grower 
the alternatives of making an agreement for 
three years. or two years, or five years, or 
whatever the term might be, or, on the other 
hand, of coming under the award. If they 
did not insisb upon the amendment, they 
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would bo imposing the will of a minority 
on the majority of growers in the district 
and in t1e!iance of the wishes of the majority. 
That wao not ·democratic. He was sure that 
tho Labour GrH·ernment would live to repent 
what they were doing, if the amendment 
' ">re not embodied in the Bill, just as they 
would livo to re-pent their action in connec
tion with the grogshop. He did not believe 
the amendment would work the slightest in· 
juetice. 

Hox. P. J. LEAHY: He listened with the 
greatest plca"a·e to the remarks of the Hon. 
,,ir. Fow!cs. ln listening to him he felt some
thing like a HLlll who was 1noying down a 
pla,;d btr ·arn with eYerything pleasant and 
agreeable, alld he felt inclined to agree with 
uw hon. member. But, ,.:hen ho sat down, the 
'pell of the magician paJsed away, and he 
tried to come down to facts. The hon. mcm
ner really attacked the sydcm of awards. They 
must not forg·et that the sugar iudustry .cs 
b· iHg ca1 ric ·I on: under artificial c0ndrtions. 
He h.d o1tjccted before, and he hoped ho 
\\Ould alvrr,J;:; object, to appl~~ing a1vard·) 
to agricultural fanners and dairyn1cn; but . 
thc·y had to rcLrgni,-c that the >Ugar industry 
v. ao an aniiicial induotry, and that it coulrl 
rwt liv0 \\'irhout the 'upport it now re
c•:i ~"L~d. Tho p Lice u£ Fugar was fixed on the 
cw hand, and the price of labour fi'Zcd on 
the: other j f l1 l 1'! ol...,t \\ ..LS to happen to the 
c ·~llt'3TO\· ··:r iu b _ t ">'>ecn ·~ \Vool and butter 
could bo , · Jld in the nunkcts of the y, orld 
without any protection; but, without pro
tection, tltc :.Jngar ind Ll&trJ· v;ou:d Yanish into 
thin air, alld ''le-ave not a, wrack bu.hind." 
.Being artilicia 1, they had to deal with the 
indu:3try in an L·rtificial n1anner; aud, whilst 
the f'yste1:n of awar::l,::; n1lght be unsound as 
applied~to other industries that were not 
~upported at the public expmu;e, the systen1 
of a wards, if it was to apply in the. case 
of labour, must also apply to the man 
v.ho gre>'.' the cane. It looked very nice to 
say that the canegro~;·er should be allo>':cd 
to mak: an agreement if ho wi-hcd to put 
n1ore Lln-rl. nnder cane, and so on; ;_-nd he 
r ecogniscd there ''as something to be · aid 
in favour of the contcrtion, but there \Yas 
more to be sai·d on the other side. If they 
insi,tod on the amendment, it would destroy 
the whole sy,tcm of award:'. 

Hon. E. W. H. FowLES: 1\o; it ,_.;ould 
aliow an alternati 1·e to the grower. 

lio;,;. P. J. LE.\I!Y: It would have ex
ac 1}- the: s.-m<' effect as if an employer were 
ullow<·J to contra<,c himself out of the pro
' i,iond of the Industrial Arbitration Act. 
Ho wa" not in favour of the Industrial 
Arbitl'.ltion .\et; bui: they must take things 
as they were and try to make them work
ai.Je. The Ilon. ::\lr. .Fowles and he had 
worked a great deal together 011 free con
ferences, :~nd the hou. member knew that 
all le;;islation was a matter of give and take. 
If on irrc<stible body came in cDntact with 
an immoYablc body, he did not know what 
'· ould happen; but, if they wished to arrive 
at n workabl~ co1npromis0, each side n1ust 
give up some of its ideals. That was the 
\'ay legislation lnk~ can.'ied. 

The SECRF:L\.RY FOR MINES : The Govern
ment have compromised a lot. 

Ho:o1. P. J. LEAI-IY: He did not hold 
any brief for the Governmont_:_he opposed 
them quite as strongly as the Hon. Mr. 

Fowles-but he recognised that in this case 
they had accepted a great many of the 
amendments of the Council and if the 
Committee gaye wa:; on this am'endment, 
they would lcaye the position exactly as it 
vas last y••ar, so far as the power to make 
a wards was concerne-d; and he had not heard 
any outcry fron1 canegrowers against the sys
tem of awards last year. The Council had 
amPnderl tl;e Bill very considerably, aB they 
had a pE'rlcct nght to do but it was not 
rr·ch-i a !>le. t0 strike out th_e \-ita! priuciple of 
tllc: prmcrpal Act. The Brll had several good 
pomts, and hE' -did not think it wise to insist 
on this amendment if it meant, as the =-iin
i·ter told tlwm, that their inoistvnce would 
n eau that thP Bill "·ould be lost. 

HoN. W. J. RIORDAN: If the amend
ment ·were carried and put into operation 
thL millers next year would be able to mak~ 

an agreement with the farmer'; 
[4.30 p.m,] for three, four, or fiye years, 

or for any term they wished; 
and they would be able to coerce the 
farmers into ('ntcring inte a··1._'( r.•ents. 
The main objc etion urged b,- the -Hon. Mr. 
Fo•.des agair:st the Committee not insisting 
upon this amendment was that if the pro
Yision '· ·'re retained farmers would be able 
to make <tgreements with millers to lav down 
tramlines at a cost of 5 per c0nt. 'on the 
capital invc•ted to th·· farmers; buG he 
(Hr. Riordan) would point out that cYen if 
farmcr2:l 1vorked under an a;~Iard thev would 
sti 11 be able to enter into an agreement "·i th 
the milhwner for the pnrpo';e of having a 
tramline laid down for their convtenience. 
He had had a fair experience in the sugar 
industry, and he knew of cases where farmers 
had ente,·ed into an agreement for a number 
of Y' ars \"ith the r.1illowners, and afterwards 
found that the millmn.ers refused to pav 
them the price for their cane that was fixed 
b.'' the a ward, telling them that they must 
abide by their agreement. 

Hon. C. F. NrELSOX: Give us some in
shnces of that. 

HoN. \V. J. RIORDAN: Hamble<lon was 
one pLo,ce where that occurred. The days 
>dwn a ;1riYate miller could force farmers 
to accept a ;ower price for their cane in 
order to get a tramline to their door had 
gone hy, as it was not likely that there 
would be an extension of priYate mills in 
the futnrc under this measure. and there 
would be no reason for a central mill com
pany to ~nter into an agreement with cane
gro" crs with regard to the building of a 
tramway. If the Hon. Mr. Fowles had been 
through the sugar districts he would klwr--

Hon. E. W. H. FowLES: I went right 
through the sugar district,. last year, and I 
kr:J"C them infinitdv better than the hon. 
gentleman. " 

HoN. \Y. J. RIORDA:i'\: The only time 
the hon. gentleman had any idea of the 
s11gar bt1 ine~.·, \Vat:~ \Vhen he sa·w sugar on 
the table. If the hon. genl:leman knew any
thing abont th~ sugar inrlm.try he "·ould 
know tL:tt tramlines were built throng·h the 
centre of an area, and t!dt the fact that a 
man entered into an agreement did not 
ensure to him the getting of a tramway to 
his property. He thought the Committee 
would be well advised to leave the amend
ment out of the Bill. 

HoN. T. M. HALL: He wishc·d to make 
it quite clear that although he was of 

Hon. 'P. M. Hall.] 
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opinion that the Government would discover 
in the very near future that it was just as 
Wl' ll to allow people to do as they pleased 
in an important matter like this, as long as 
the majority were agreed, still he held that 
having got 90 per cent. of their amendments 
it was fair to accept the proposal of the 
Minicter in this instance. He -did that re
luctantlv, as he was sure it wonld not be 
very .long before it was found that it was 
not well for the growero to be bonnd in the 
way proposed by the Government. He 
wanted to see tbis Bill passed. If it did 
any injuetice, it would only do it for a very 
short time, because he felt satisfied that 
P<trliamcnt would remedy any injustice that 
mig-ht occur under the Bill. Indeed, he 
g-ave the present Government credit for a 
desire to do justice in this matter, and be
lieYcd that they would see that matters were 
properlv 8djusted. Some members took a 
short-range view of the matter and dis
approved of the amendmcYJ.t, but if thev 
\YOuld ta!,_• :>o long-range view he '\Vas in
clined to believe that thev would have agreed 
to provicions' which ":ould ·remedy some 
difficnlties that had arisen. Hov ever, rather 
than loc~ the Bill, he would vok with the 
Mir,istor, e.nd so give 'the Government a 
chanco of putting the measure into operation. 

Hox. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: He "as 
very much impro. ~eel by the representations 
made ~o him and some other hon. member' 
by a deputation from the North. Onr- of the 
membc1~: of that dqmtation represented the 
Australi:tn Sugar Producers' Association. 
and clai'necl that that rtssociation included 
1.500 growNs. Another member of the depu
tation \vas a leading official of the United 
Cane Grmvcr;;' As· ociation, \vhich had a 
larg-e membership. Another m: mber repre
sent eel nnother associ 'ltion, and there ·was a 
fourth mcmhN who did not belong to anY' 
a· oociation. Thoco nwn told them that they 
rep res· .'1 ted at leaet 2, 000 growers in the 
North and that they camo down here in 
suppo{·t of a petition which was presPnted 
to the Council the other day by ~he Hon. 
:'dr. Xiclson. Amongst other thmrrs, the 
petition eaid-

" Your pctitionec·s respectfully ask 
theJ the Legisbtive Council will amend 
tlw Regulation of Sugar Cane Prices 
Act Amendment Bill with the view of 
pern1it'·ing sngar-cane gro\.vers to enter 
into ag-reements with millowners for the 
,,alo of 'W;ar-cane to such millowners." 

The larc' clause of the petition was as fol
lmvs :-

"Your petitioners are firmly convinced 
that as su~·lr~canc is not an annual crop, 
but a crop always expected to occupy 
the same ground for at least three or 
four years' after being first p~anted, and 
as the initial co,t of preparatwn of land 
and planting is much more ccr.tly than 
aw: other a<Tricultural crop, it is advis
abie and ne~eesarv for the future main
tenance and stability of the sugar in
dustrv that those engaged in it should 
be permitted ~o ma)<:e and enter into 
aa.Tee1nents w1th mlllo\vner:-:l for such 
period of time as by mutual arrangement 
may be deemed advantageous." 

The statements in those two clauses seemed 
very reasonable. The amendment had been 
framed so that it would coerce nobody. It 
gave to the gro~er w_ho wanted to make .an 
agreement with tne m1llowner an opportumty 

[Han. T. M. Hall. 

of making such an agreement for three or 
four years, and it gave to every man who 
preferred an award the opportunity of 
asking for the establishment of a local board 
to fix pri~es and other conditions. Nothing 
could be more democratic than that, and he 
thought they should again try to impress 
upon the Government the advisability of 
accepting the amendment, For that reason 
]J., would still support the amendment. 

Hox. C. F. NIELSO~: Mr. Dean, the secre, 
tarv of the 'Cnited Cane Growers' Association 
at 'Ayr, considered that one or two matter,; 
that he quoted in a previous debate were 
11ot ancurcttc, and had arJmcl him to make a 
cc,rndion. He would read a letter dated the 
26th ~ovember, 1917, which he had received 
frnm J:\Ir. Dean-

"Dear Sir,-
" I am directed to write you in con

ncction with your speech on the second 
reading of the Reg·ulation of Sugar Cane 
Prices Act Amending Bill, particularly 
thoee parts of it appearing on page 2721 
of ' Hansard,' where statements are re
ported to have been made by you affect
ing this a::- .ociation, which are not in 
accordance with fact. 

" First, rDgarding the telegram quoted 
bv vou in the first column on that page 
and' attributed to me. I sent no such 
telegram. The facts surrounding the 
episode of the telegram are as follow :-

l, The petition which was being Dir
,culated by the Australian Sugar Pro
ducers' As,ociation in favour of the 
Council's amendments of last year 
came under the notice of my committee, 
and, well knowing the views of our 
members, I was directed to wire to the 
Minister stating disagreement with the 
petition, whiDh I did as per appendix 
1. This the Minister published. Mr. 
J ulin, secretary of the Lower Burdekin 
Farmers' Association, wrote a letter to 
the · Townsville Bulletin.' (Appendix 
2.) Instructed by my committee I re
plied. (.Appendix 3.) The challenge 
contained in that letter has never been 
accepted, nor replied to. The telegram 
of lOth October, over the signature 
' Farmers' Association,' I know nothing 
whate·ver about, I certainly did not 
send it. 
" Second, regarding the Press report of 

our meeting in ' Ddta Advocate' of 12th 
September. Mr. Crofton is not a mem
ber of our association, nor did he speak 
at our meeting, nor does the Press report 
make it appear that he di,d. 

"Third, the object of my visit to Bris
bane. It is distinctly inaccurate to se~y 
-as you according to ' Hansard' did
that I was sent to Brisbane to plead with 
the Minister ' to alter the Bill in the 
dirPction in which the Council altered it 
last session.' The amendment I sought 
was as quoted in my letter to the 'Bu)
letin,' which, if adopted, would perm1t 
agreements being made between a grower 
and a millowner, subject to the Central 
Board's sanction as being (section 15 (2) 
of Act) ' in conformity with the Act and 
fair and reasonable in all its terms,' but 
which agreement would only affect the 
parties to it. 

" The amendment ma;de by the Council 
last session, as you are aware, would, if 
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adopted, have the result that if a majo
rity of growers came to terms with the 
mill, the. jurisdiction of cane price boards 
was at once superseded, and the minority 
who made no agreement were bound 
equally with the majority who di-d. My 
association, although a strong advocate 
of stability of conditions, is very heartily 
opposed to this proposal of the Council. 

"You will realise that the inaccuracies 
of your statements, however innocently 
made, are calculated to have a very detri
mental effect upon our relationships ;yith 
other branches of the United Cane 
Growers' Association as well as the cen
tral executive, as vvell as giving an 
entirely erroneous impression to out
siders; and we feel that it is only com
mon fairness and justice that you should 
correct our statements in the same pub
lic manner in which they were made 
when the Bill is before the House in 
Committee. I am, therefore, directed to 
ask you to make that correction. 

" Yours faithfully, 
"ALBERT E. DEAN, 

" Secretary, 
"United Cane Growers' Association, 

"Ayr Branch." 
Then Mr. Dean included in his letter the cor
respondence between himself and Mr. Julin, 
published in the "Townsville Bulletin," and 
gave the full text of the amendment which 
his association, which was a branch of the 
United Cane Growers' Association. wanted, 
namel::-- · 

" :::\ otwithstanding anything in this 
Act contained or implied, it shall be law
ful for any canegrower to enter into con
tracts or agreements (subject to the ap
proval of the Central Board as hereinafter 
mentioned) for the supply of sugar-cane 
to the mill or mills of such millowner 
and payment therefor, provided that no 
such contract or agreement shall be for 
a longer period than five years." 

That was the main part of the correspond
ence. The only difference between Mr. 
Dean's association and the other petitioners 
wa~ that the former wanted the agreement 
ratified by the board, but they were in per
fect harmony with the amendment passed by 
the Council that the agreement should only 
bind those who entere-d into it, and not the 
others. The main objection of the Hon, Mr. 
Crampton was that the tenants of the mill 
>~ ould be undulv coerced. Why not leave 
them out of the agreement and let them have 
no voice in it-either the tenants, growers 
millownors, or shareholders in the mill? H~ 
agreed with all the information given to the 
Committee by the Hon, Mr. Hawthorn and 
he repeated again the request of over' 1 000 
canegrowers for the right to make ag~ee
ments. 

Hon, W. J. RroRDAN: Where are they? 

HoN. C. F. NIELSON: North of Mackay 
Herbert River, Johnstone River, and th~ 
Mossman, Mulgrave, and Cairns districts. 
These men should not be ignored. Why 
should they not cater for them if they could 
do so? The Hon. Mr. Hawthorn h&d told 
the Committee that certain gentlemen had 
waited upon him, and that some of them had 
come ,down all the waY from Cairns and 
other places. Mr. Howes came from the 
Johnstone River district, and his name was 
on one of the petitioll$. Not only had that 

gentleman been at the Johnstone River dis
trict, but in the Bundaberg district, and he 
knew what he was speaking about. There 
was nothing in all the talk about coercion 
and inveigling men into an agreement for a 
term of years, and about the millowner 
having the thick end of the stick. He knew 
of one man who was losing money but he 
could not get out of his agreement. Any 
one would think there were no mills and 
canegrm\ ers working under agreement to
day, but the Central Board had never had 
anything to do with the mills in the Herbert 
River district where there was the greatest 
prosperity in the industry, and the board 
ha,d nothin&" to do with the Mulgrave and 
M?ssiil:an m1lls. There. were twenty or thirty 
mdJ.c, m Queensland w1th which the Central 
Board had never interfered, but this Bill 
practwally brought all of them under it. 
Under the· Industrial Peace Act there were 
any number ?f industries working under 
agreements whwh h~d never come before the 
Industrial Court. The Hon. Mr. Hawthorn 
had also pointed out numerous cases where 
agreo:nents a~rived at ?etween the parties 
wore m operatwn and whiCh had not been rati
fied by the court. l\1r. Dean's association asked 
that the Central Board should ratify their 
agre,'ments. He thought that the Hon. Mr. 
Hawthorn's suggestion was the correct one. 
The other place was prepared for a free con
ference and they knew the personnel of their 
manage:s already. This clause might be 
settled m such a way as to commend itself 
to everyone. 

HoN. T. C. BEIRNE: He wanted to make 
his position quite clear. Not only had he 
told the people to whom the Hon. Mr. 
Hav,thorn referred, but he had written to 
others in the country stating that he was in 
favour of this particular amendment. He 
bel icvc-d in the fullest freedom of contract 
in the. sugar indt;s.try the Sll;me as in any 
other mdustry. Tms was a different amend
men~ altogether to that suggested at an 
o~rlwr ~tagc whcro a n1ajorib· bound a mino-. 
nty. If pcovle engaged in the industry 

ished to make an agro<'ment thev should b.e 
a! perfect liberty to do so, so long as they 
d1d not bind others, and this amendment 
bound nobody. While that was his opinion 
he wantod to explain that he was going t~ 
vote against the amendment because of the 
90 per cent. of good there was in the Bill. 
He did not want the Bill to be lost because 
they coul_d 1:ot get all they wanted, as he 
was afraid 1t would be if the amendment 
was insisted upon. 

Question-That the Committee do not in
sist upon their amendment in clause 7-put · 
and the Committee divided:- ' 

OoNTE~Ts, 17. 
Hon. R. Bedford 

T. C. Beirne 
W. R. Crampton 
\V. H. Demaine 
TI. IJ. Groom 
T. M. Hall 
A. ,T. .Tones 
H. 0 .. Tonf's 
1'. J. Leohy 

Hon. H. Llewr1yn 
L. McDonald 
F. :ilicDnnnell 
T. !\eyitt 
G. Pagc-H.,nify 
I. Prrel 
w .. T. n iordan 
H. Turner 

Teller: Hon. I,. McDonald. 

NoT-CoNTENTs, 11. 
Hon. F. T. BrC'ntn::tll Hon. C. F. Marks 

.T. Cowlishaw C. F. Kielson 
G. S. Curtis A. H. Parndl 
\.A. Duvey E. H. T. Plant 

E. W. H. Fowlrs .\. ll. \Yhittingham 
A. G. C. Hawthorn 

Teller: Hon. A. A. Davcy. 
Resolved in the affirmative. 

Hon. T. C. Beirne.] 
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Clause 12-" Amendment of section 12 "

The SECRETARY FOR :MINES moved-
" That the Committee agree to the sub

stitution of the word 'eighty' for the 
word 'seventy-five' in their amendment 
in clause 12, page 10. lines 52 ·and. 53; 
and insist on the insertion of the other 
,,.·ords of the amenrhnent." 

That was not a matrrial alteration. 
the grower; a little more than the 
agreed to in connec-tion with the 
a'Yard. 

Qtu":ion put and passed. 

It gave 
Council 
interim 

The SECRETARY FOR :\liNES moved-
" That the Committee agree to the sub

-~itution of the word ' eighty' for the 
word 'sevc•nty-five' in their amendment 
in clan•" 12, page 11, lines 19 to 24, and 
in ;ic.t on the inserticn of the other words 
of the runcndmcnt.'' 

Question put and passed. 

Clause 16-" A.••endmtnt of section 20 "

The SECRETARY FOR ~IINES moved
" That the Committee do not insist on 

their amendments in clause 16." 

Hox. B. \Y. II. FOWLES: The amend
Ill€nt proposed to keep under the control of 
the Central Board all mcncys that were 
gathered in under the sugar levy. The argu
mcnh with rcrrard to that amendment had 

been not merely strengthened, but 
[5 !L.1.] a little chanP,"ecl. At presrmt the 

Central Board had control of all 
tho~~ suQ'ar ]{~vies nnd the ::'tiinister dipped 
his handuinto the fund and paid the expenses 
of a deputation. That was a scandalous mis
use of public funds, and attention was drawn 
to it bv the Auditor-General, who questioned 
the ri,;ht of the Jl.finiBter to do a. thing like 
that. "'He wished to get a legal opinion from 
the CrmYn Solicitor on it, but the Crown 
Solicitor, bcinl!' too busy with cattle and other 

. thing>, had no'· had time to furnish a kgal 
opinion on the quection. Perhaps, he would 
rat!H r not fLn·nish any legal opinion. In 
order to show how just end reasonable all 
his a.rnendmcnts were, he w Juld point out 
that on making- further inquiries he found 
that if tlwv a1lowed the Central Board to 
mana<!'e all 'the expenses it meant lmeping up 
a doubla staff of accountants, and merely 
bee a use the Minister had misspent public 
fund' that was no rea'on why they should 
saddle upon the Government a ,• eeond staff 
of cwcount:cnt·. They must not take it for 
granted that the present Minister would be 
always there, and if he did misspcnd public 
funds he would be brought to book by the 
Auditor-General. How0ver, they mu-t give 
the Crown credit for being honest in the 
control of public funds, ·and if any Minister 
kicked oyer the traces in that manner and 
scandalously misused his pow·or, then they 
wJuld haye their remedv. He understood 
that a cert 'in number of cheques were signed 
b" the J\linister and a certain number of 
other cheques were signcl by the board. As 
a matter of fact, the department gathered in 
all the money, and the amendment would 
only mE'an that the Minister's department 
would have to make out cheques for dis
bursement, and then send them on for the 
formal signature of the ,.,,presentative of the 
board, so th~t there was really nothing in 
the amendment, especially if they had a 
Minister who had a verv fine conscience with 
regard to public money. 

[Hon. A. J. Jones. 

Question-That the Committee do not insist 
on their amendments in clause 16-put; ar.,J 
the Committee divided:-

CoNTE~TF, 15. 
Hon. TI. Be-dford Hon. H. Lh·w~·Iyn 

1'. C.Beirne L. }IcDcna!d 
W. H. Crampton T. Nevitt · 
\V. H. Drmainr- G. Page-Hanify 
H. L. GroDm I. Percl 
•r. ;\1, Hall ~\' .. T. Hiordan 
~\ . • T. .Tone'! H. Turner 
H. C .• Tones 

Teller: Hon. \V. R. Crrrmpton. 
5oT~f''JNTE~TS, 12. 

Hon. F. T. Brrntnall Hon. P . . T. Le~hy 
.T. Cowli-lunv C. F. }farks 
n. 3. C1ntis C. F. :~idson 
.t. ,\. D ,,vC'y A. H. Parnf'll 
.E. W. H. Fowh·s E. H. T. Plant 
.\. G. C. Hawthorn , A. H. Whittinghnm 

Teller: Hon .. \. G. C. Hawthorn. 
RcooiYcd in the affirmative. 
The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN 

reported that the Committee had insisted on 
one of their amendments with a.n amend
hH·n<, had not insisted on other of their 
a mcndments, and had agre~d to the further 
amrndmenh offered bv the Legis!fLtive As
'cn•bly; and the report was adopted. 

MEs.;\LE To AssE~IBLY, No. 2. 

The Bill was ordered to be returned to the 
Legislative Assembly with the following 
lllCP"la-:_;-c :-

" ~lr. Spcalu•r,-
" The Legislative Council ~having had 

nuder c cmsideration the messag-e of the 
Legislative Assembly of date 29th Novcm

relativc to the Regulation of Sugar 
ne Prices Act Amendment Bill, beg 

now to intimate that they-
" Insist on that portion of the addition 

to clause 6 cont... ined in lines 43 to 56, 
pag-' 6, but propose the following a.mend
ment:-

On line 39, after ' owner,' insert ' or 
cancgro\vcr.' 

In which amendment they invite the con
currcnc'' of the Lcgi~lative A.~s0mbly. 

"Agree to the substitution of the word 
'eight:,·' for the word 'seventv-five' in 
their amendment in clause 12, ·page 10, 
lines 52 and 53; and insist on the imer
tion of the other words of the amend
Inent. 

" Agree to the substitution of the word 
',eighty' for the \Yord 'seventy-five ' in 
tne1r amendment in clause 12, page 11, 
lin· ~, 19 to 24 ; and insist on the insertion 
of tho other words of the amendment; 
and 

" Do not insist on their other a.mcnd
mcnts in the Bill to which the Legislative 
A.,sembly have disagreed. 

CHILLAGOE AND ETHERIDGE 
RAIL\VAYS BILL. 

SE 'OXD RE.\D!XG-RESD:\IPTION OF DEBATE. 

Ho:<~. K W. II. FOWLES: Before I com
wcnc··· dealing with the Bill, I would ask 
tl1e :\Iinister to consider that this is the 
beginniwl' of a debate that \Yill probably go 
on till 11 o'clock at night. 

The SEcRETARY FOR MIXES : Surely not. 
Ho:<~. E. W. H. FOWLES: I hope not. 

'l'h'· Council has been called together this 
week for four days at 2.30 p.m., and we 
s.tt one night till half-past 11 o'clock. ,'.t 
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personal inconvenience we came here at 2.30 
every day, because we were led to believe 
we wcw going to finieh the> business of the 
session this week To-day we on this side 
actually had to form a quorum for the Go
ynnmcnt. as t<m of their supporters were 
ab,ent. Any one member on this side could 
ha.Ye walked out :md left the Minister with
out " <ttwrum and with no business done. 
Yet, after that, he proposes to introduce 
this contentious n1easure, and, I suppose, 
keep us here until the second reading is 
pn<.J..,cd. 
Th~ SECRETARY FOR l\frNES: Bad as you arc, 

I know you wouldn't do that. 

Hoor. E. \V. H. FOWLES: I would ask 
the !ton. g"ntleman whether he intends to 
srt after 6 o'clock'! 

The fl:::·nLTARY FOR MIXES: \Yhy not go on 
ti:l 9 o'cloc-k or half-past 9 '! 

HoN. E. W. H. FO\VLES: The l\Iinister 
[aYr his v,ord ll''; 3 gentleman SOlllC time ago 
t),;,_t hali-past 10 would be con•idered a rea
Hmable hour for rdjourning, and yet he kept 
l!S hero tho other night till half-past 11, and 
"( Yend hem. mrmbers had to walk to their 
homes, although vvhen they are kept late in 
another plac"e motor-cars arc provided for 
them. 

The SECRETARY FOR ::\IrxEs: I was very 
anxious to get ''"ay that night. 

Hoor. E. W. H. FO\VLES: I would like 
to enter my protest against sitting after 6 
o'clock on a Friday night. Here we are with 
not half the m<>mbers present. with almost 
all the country members absent, and we are 
asked to rush through ill-digested legislation 
in the absence of those country members. 

The SECRETARY FOR MI:>iES : you cannot sa V 
you w<>ro asked to rush through the Regula
tion of Sugar Cane Prict:'s Act Amendment 
Bill. No Bill ever got fuller discussion than 
that Bill in this House. 

IIoor. E. W. H. FOWLES: I would like 
to direct thP attention of hon. members to 
the well-considered report of the Select Com
mittee that wae appointed by the Council 
last year to consider all the negotiations that 
took phce with respect to the purchase of 
tiwse railwavs. Thev examinod a number of 
witnesses arid all n;o documents that could 
poo,sibly be got. In connection with that 
Selt>ct Committee the Council adopted the 
1nusual procedure of allowing counsel to 
appear for both sides. The report says-

" B,- resolutions of the Council the com
mittee were empowered to hear counsel 
on behalf of the Chillagoe Company and 
the Government, and Mr. Stumm, K.C. 
(instructed by the Crown Solicitor's 
Office) appeared for the Government, and 
Mr. l\llacros,an (instructed by Messrs. 
Thynnc and Macartney) appeared for the 
COITlP'llly. 

" 'lame of the evidence had no direct 
bearing on the chief question referred t<J 
the committee, but part of it was of 
value, inelnding the statements with re
gard to the report of Mr. Horoley, the 
Government inspector of mines in the 
Chillagoe district." 

.i\s everyone kno\Y~. bvo sets of negotiations 
were going on at that time. The Treasurer 
was negotiating with certain people in Mel
bourne, and the Premier, in person3 'vas 
n0gotiatin<; with certain people in London. 
Cabh•grams of a very strange nature were 

1917--10 c 

pa"ing to a.nd fro, some of which were put 
before the committee, and the public of 
Queensland, when they took the cover off 
them, came upon a number of facts that 
hardly ~efled credit on those who were carry
ing on the ncg-otia.tions on one side, at all 
events-

" Considerable evidence was submitted, 
partly under protest, to . the committ_ee 
trndino- to show that two hnes of negotia
t.ion' ;ere in progrcss, but the committee 
do not desir<' to make any comment on 
that por-tion of the evidence. They con
,,._,ive it to be their main, if not sole, 
ciuh- to consider whether the proposal is, 
or 1s not, one that can bt> recommended 
in the interests of the State. 

"Tho committee have not considered 
it their special duty to investigate the 
vendors' legal right to sell." 

And, if we pass this Bill, it will be a very 
tine· thinr· for the la wyors-

,, 'l'he er mmittec ha Ye not considered 
it their special dl!ty to investigate the 
vcndr,rs' legal rights to ·-ell, nor have they 
con.idcrod the effect of the present mora
torium (whether in London or in Aus
tralia), but the evidence shows that legal 
and other difficulties mav arise in con
nection with these matte;,,_, 

]'\one of these things were before the com
mittee. I cm glad to know that Rome of 
the :• ddects have been remedied in this Bill, 
aid thc.t >\ e have a little more information 
new than wao vouchsafed to us this time 
lu~t year-

" During the progress of the nego~ia
tions for purchase there was ample time 
for official and other export reports to 
h;wc been obtained on the following vital 
matters, namely :-

(n) The mineral prospects of the 
field; 

(b) The pJ::esent condition of the mines 
and smelters; 

(c) The approximate value of · the 
n1ar:-hinery; 

(d) The detailed value of the rail
wavs · 

(e) 'The estimated returns which are 
reasrmotbly expected to accrue from the 
purchase, whether the mines are to be 
worked by the State or by private en
terprise; 

(f)' The legal rights and schedule of 
assets included in the proposed pur
chR5C." 

The Governme!!rt at that time were in such 
an unseemly hurry to force t.his, Bill npon 
the country that they did not even take 

the trouble to find out whether 
[5.30 p.m.] they could legally buy what t_hey 

were supposed to be buymg. 
Neither did they take the trouble to find 
out what assets were included in the pur
chase. They simply said " Here is a mine, 
kt us pav £475,000 for it, and get it." 
Would any m·an run his own business on 
such lines? The report continues-

" But, as far as the committee know, 
no such expert reports were obtained, or, 
if obtained, they were not made avail
able to the committee. In view of the 
magnitude and importance of the pro
posed purchase, the committee consider 
that such reports Fhould have been ob
tained. 

" The evidence actually given did not 
satisfy the committee ~hat payable re
serve ores exist in sufficient quantity 

Hon. E. W. H. Fowlf'a.] 
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to justify the State in embarking on 
what may be considered a speculative 
enterprise. 

" If the Bill should not become law, 
it does not follow that the railway will 
be closed, because under the Act the 
company are bound, under a penalty, 
to work the railway, and, furtner, the 
Commissioner for Railways has, under 
the Act, the right to mn trains. The 
running of the railway and the work
ing of the mines and sm'elters are rr_•atters 
of great importance to the district, but 
the committee are satisfied that both 
these objects can be attained without 
undue delay at less than one-fourth the 
present proposed expenditure, and with
out rendering it necessary to pass this 
Bill for the purpose. There was evi
dence to show that an expenditure of 
from £50,000 to £100,000 would be 
sufficient to resume work .on the smelters, 
and it certainly is not necessary to pur
chase the whole assets of the company 
in order that this should be done. 

" The evidence shows that cheap coal 
and coke are of vital importance, and 
that there is coal of fair quality, and 
suitable for coking purposes, in the 
Mount Mulligan mine; but it is not clear 
that this mine is part of the assets which 
the debenture-holders are offering to the 
Government. Unless ~.uch coalfield is 
included, the State may find itself un
able to secure fuel cheap enough to 
justify an expectation of profit on the 
working of the mines and railways. 

" The opportunity to acquire the rights 
of the co:r·pany in the Etheridge Rail
way received full consideration. This 
railway must be purchased by the Go
vernment at the end of four years in 
terms of the Etheridge Railway Act 
but, under the conditions that exist now' 
a_nd that are likely to exist for som~ 
hme, 1t 9-oee not seem probable that the 
~wenty-e1ght y~ears' purchase provided 
m tha~ Act is, likely to be, a larger sum 
tha:n It woula cost• the Government to 
acquire. tho line at the present time in 
connection w1th the purchase of the 
Chillagoe line. 

" For the reasons mentioned, the 
chairman dissenting, a majority of the 
committee are unable to recommend the 
Council to pass the Bill." 

That was the deiiberate, well-con,idercd 
J:-'dgment of the Select C~mmiltee at that 
t1me. _ I h.lppcned to be a mPmher of that 
comm1tt<;e, and perhaps had an opportunitv 
of learnmg a little more about th-e matter 
than so_me other .hon. members. But the 
House. 1~ fully seiznd of the position. ThE' 
proposJtJ_on of this measure is to purch1se 
the Ch!llar;oe mines and smelters for 
±:475,000, carrying 4~ per cent. interesr., free 
from all taxation. A further pror•osition is 
to purcha·e at once the Etheridt:re R. ilwav 
for £225,000. That. hon. memhers will re
Dollect, must be purchased in 1921 and so the 
State i~ committed to that to s~mE' extent. 
The thud proposition which is included in 
the present Bill, but was not included in the 
previous Bill, is that the State should lend 
£90.000 to the Mount Mulligan people to 
develop t.he coalfield and find out whether 
it will really fulfil the glowin~ promi,es of 
those who hope that it 1vill he 

0

the best coal
field in the J\'orth_ The Government of 
course, will get the Ghillagoe Mine' for 

[Ho1'1-. F:. W. H. Fowles. 

£475,000. But if private enterprise, with 
the mn't capable management that could be 
secured at the time, has continually landed 
this nunc in a loss, so that the debenture
holders and shareholders are heartily sick of 
the enterprise and would be glad to let it 
go at any amount they can possibly get, are 
we to believe that if the State stepped in 
now they would be able to make a success 
of what has been a continuing failure, almost 
over sin eo C.hl llagoe h-'Ct1lne a familiar tvord 
in Queensland? No efl'ort has been spared 
to make that venture a success. With regard 
to the deposits of ore we have the evidence 
of Mr. Ball, the Government Geologist, who 
might have l•een born a Scotchman as far as 
his caution is concerned, when he replied to a 
question as to whether there were deposits 
which would warrant the purchase of the 
miue. At que,tion 226 lie was aeked-

,, I ha vu one question to ask you as a 
geologist, because you have a good repu
tation as a geologist: I am an old 
colonist, and 1 know the reputation of 
the different geologists, and I would like 
to ask you if, frg,m your knowletlge of 
the mining capacity of the Chillagoe dis
trict, you think the lodes arc perm<ment 
enough in character and the minerals 
permanent enough to warrant the State 
m purchasing t.he Chillagoo Railway and 
works ami all the assets, and working· 
them, taking into consideration the price 
of labour, hours, and all other labour 
conditions which have been operating 
since the "\var started?" 

What reply did he give to that question? 
He said-

" That is a very bin- question fo1· one 
to a,ns\ver.'' V o 

Tho next question was-
" If vou do not wish to answer I will 

not press it?" 
_Hi_, reply to that waR--

"I don't want to escape my responsi
bilities." 

Then he was asked this question--
., I asked ;;, ou merely as a. geologist?" 

To that he replied---
" I should not like to sav that the 

mines are developed sufficiently at the 
present time to "-arrant the purchase of 
the railway"--

That was tho opinion he expressed, but I 
will give his answer in full as it is recorded 
in the evidence. Mr. Ball added-

" but I believe that the field as it stand• 
does 1varrant it." 

We h,·ve heard the persuasive speech of the 
Hon. Mr. Leahy, in which he supplemented 
a numbm· of the arguments given in the 
Select Committee's report last year, and pro
duced certain evidence which chows his mind 
on this measure. The proposition, then. 
before the Council is th2 t in the face of a 
thoroughly well-considered and well-digested 
report, prepared after getting evidenc'l from 
all quarters, the Govcrmncnt propose to 
purchase the railway and the mines. The 
committee deliberatelv came to t.he decision 
that nothing would ]ustify this Council at 
that time in accepting the propo~al. Has 
anything transpired in the meantime that 
would justify this House somersaulting upon 
its well-consi-dered decision of last year? I, 
for one, am quite willing to hear ariy further 
evidence that may have heen obtained in 
regard to thP matter. In order to give 
ilw fulle<t evidence to the House I niay be 
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permitted to quote one or two sentences from 
" relevant article which appeared in the 
To" nsville "'Dailv Bulletin" of the 17th 
November of thi5 }:ear. These sentences read 
:thu;s-

" The Jnill(Jnnium has surely arrived. 
Slwdes of Billy Brow ne, J ohnny Duns
ford. anJ Andy D>1wwn, witne's the glad 
h:md extended bv Mr. Theodore to thP 
bc•irs, executors, "'a3signs, or represonta~ 
tivc, of those t0rrible 'boodlers' who 
promoted the Chillagoe H>cihva:-· and 
J.linos Uompauy so·.1o t\,-enty years ago. 
\Vho would have thought then, as the 
people'•, leaders thundered in ringing 
dr·nunciations of the 'boodler::,' who 
were ' .stGaling the fai.rcst and most pro
ductive Inineral areas in QueonsLnd,' 
than in the end the 'same old ' Labour 
party would extend the hand of financial 
onpport to the heirs, executors. etc., wh<: 
had either got in and could not get 
out, or who had failed to 'get out' at 
the poychologica.l time and so compelled 
to nurse the expensive Chillagce baby '! 
1.; o doubt, the aforeeaid infant has boun 
an expensive one to handle, and th(_ 
older it gets the more it swallows up the 
cash. 

'' Thrco or foul' new- co1npanies havo 
bcnn formed and failed to nur .z the bab'; 
bardcn to lusty life; thcv have all provec! 
Dl~:' .:rahl!~ and costl~,T b ihu1 r). So.m'-'· 
thing like two millions of widely col
looted share eaptal h:~vo di·appe.,rc•cl, 
<t!:Hl the :>till e~,:pen.Jive and ca.pitul
swallowing baby is now to be handed 
to the State to uur~ ~, aud the \Vor::>t 
of it is the State i, doing the baby
snatching.'' 

How mch of the £90,000 to be adYanccd 
will gu to those who were the fu ,t share
~ rider~ of the Con1p:'TJ.~~ '? 

lion. R. BEDFORD: I do not beli0ve a 
penny of it does; I do not know. The money 
is to provide coke works for g·iving this 
comp<Lny a new lea;;e of life, and the hinter
land of Cairns a new leo .. ,e of life. 

Ho.·.. E. 1.V. H. FOWLES: WLat is tlw 
width oi the se.1.n'" in Jl,.lount Mulligan '! 

Ikn. It. l;EDFORD: I do not kno"·· 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: Will the hon. 
gc·ndoruan toll me of a single coal-seam 
1n Queensland that is worked at 2 feet? There 
i.s ono in .i'\orthumber!and in England that 
10 l foot 9 inches. The article continue"-

" Th<orc is no ·doubt the new wet-nurse 
' ill be a highly-paid one, and her 
methods will be costly." 

I am ju;t giving this as the considered 
opinion of a large section in Korth queens
land. who mav be considered to know the 
requirements of the didrict up there. 

Hon. R. BEDFORD: You are givin; U• 
the opinion of one r<'porter, who mav haye 
been there two day;. 

HoN. R W. H. .FOWLES: It is a lead
ing article in a paper which is read by thou-
3and, in Queensland. It procecds- · 

' "But what of that! The Labour 
party. who.,c original hostilitv to Chilla
goo ' boodlers' has been mello\ved by age 
and political circumstances-not, of 
course, booau'" the electorate<; of the 
Treasurer and Speaker aro concerned. 
that, is merr~ly a coincidence-are now 
Jetormined to asist th<J struggling capi
ialists, who, having no other market for 

their property, and suffering excruciat· 
ing pain fron1 tho continuous annual 
lo.-.;;, turn v;;ith strean1ing eye.; and up
lift "1 hands to their only possible 11nan
cial saviour, th<J Queensland Govern
Pwnt. The debenture hold0rs (rPally 
mortgagees) ar<J to be relieved of their 
annual ]of", and receive intere~t-bearing 
{.h ben tu res." 

Hon. H.. BEDFORD: This is not a railway, 
but an el1~·ctioncering rnatter to you. 

Hox. E. W. H. FOWLES : Incidentally, 
it mav bo an electione•,ring mattcr-1 do 
not kl~ow whDthor it is or not-but I look 
at it from a far different plane than that. 
Is the State c1t this time justifi, d in .cpendmg 
practically £800,000 upon an unrr;rtai11 
mining enterprise'! 

Hon. R. BEDFORD: 'There is no £8CO,OOO 
about it, that is misleading purposeh·. We 
have to tal,e up the :Eth, rid£0 r'"ilway in 
1921 at £22.5.0J0. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWL:ES : I understand 
that I shall bo allowed to make some further 
obcervations at the next sitting of the 
Houcc. 

The PRESIDENT: Is it the pleasure of 
the House that the hon. member be allowed 
to continue his speech at the next sitti11g of 
the Council ? 

lioxOt'R.\BLE }iE:JIBEnS: Hear, hear : 

l:oci. R. BEDFOHD: I move the >tdjeul'll
mont of the debate. 

Question put and pa' ,~d. 

The !'osumption of the debate wae mocle 
an Order of tho l!av for the next sitting 
day oi the House. · 

SPECIAL ADJOL:HN::\IE:'\T. 
Mo:;-DAY SrTTIXG. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR MIXES: I move 
-That the Council, at its ri,,ing, do adjourn 
Ulltil 3 o'clock p.rn. on ?.Ionday next. 

<..Ju~~stion put aud pa~;:;od. 

~'I. DJ OL'l~?\:.Vl:EXT. 

The SEC HET c\R Y FOE MI.NES: I move 
-That the Council do now adjourn. The 
first business on =~Ionclo, y will be the con
;;ideration in Commit,e•. of the I'ublio \V orlcs 
Land Rmumption ·)wt ~l.mendmcnt Dill, the 
Local Authoriti< . Acts Amendment Bill, and 
the l'harrnac.. Bill. >tllll the second roadinc·s 
of the Clerr~1ont Flood Relief Act Amend
ment Bill, the Succc•c;>ion and .Probate Duti<s 
Acts Amendment Bill, and thJ Land Act 
Amendment Bill. 

Hox. E. W. H. FOWLES: Can the hem. 
f:.Pl1tlctnan (;·iye US any forecast a to "'\Vhen 
the business will be flnished? \\'ill it be 
ll(_)Xt F rlday' or next rruesday ? 

The SECRETARY FOR ::'.liNES: I :1m 

hoping it will be next Tueeday. By ,;lTi.Lllgl'· 

ment, we are adjourniJOg to-night at 6 
o'clock, and the Council 'vi1l rneet on :\-I(>n
day to dispose of as much bu·in····s as pc. ··.i· 
blc, \Yithout taking· the cant .:ntious measUl'e", 
or having a..11y divisions. so that V'- e can ha \·c 
the Bills f.)ady for rliYi~ions on Tucsda.: 
next. (Hear, hear!) \Ve would like to clos0 
the se~sion on TtH'''·day night, if pOio;Gible, and 
l hope hon. members will a .sist me to do 
thnt. 

Ouostion p11t and paf'ed. 

The House adjourned at fh-e minutes to 6 
c'clock p.m. 

Hon . .A. J. Jont:$.] 




