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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

FRIDAY, 30 NOVEMBER, 1917. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. W. McCormack, Cairns) 
took the chair at half-past 3 o'clock. 

QUESTION. 

FEES OF ATTORNEY-GENERAL. 

Mr. PETRIE (Toombul), in the absence of 
Mr . .Morgan, asked the Attorney-Genera]-

" 1. Will he place on the table of the 
House particulars of all fees receiYed bv 
or payable to the Attorney-General from 
any department or public source whatso­
~v-_r from 1st July, 1916, to 1st Novem­
ber, 1917? 

" 2. Were anv fees received by the 
Attorney-General frrm the Imperial Go­
vernment during that term, and, if so, 
what amount? 

" 3. \Yhat fees were received bv the 
Attor:wy-G~ncra.J out _of party and 'party 
costs m actiOns m wluch the Goyernment 
was engaged?" 

The PRE:MIER (Hon. T. J. Ryan. Barcoo) 
replied- ' 

" 1. Yes. I would refer the hon. 
member to the return of fees paid to· 
barnsters and solicitors from 1st July 
1916, to 31st J ulv, 1917 which was tabled 
in the House on 7th November 1917 
The fees to b~ paid or pavable includ~ 
the <:axed costs of the Attorney-General 
in the 'Eastern' case. Under the order 
of the Privy Council the Government re­
cover~d judgm~nt for all party and party 
costs mcurred m the Supreme Court and 
High Court in this case. Bills to these 
costs have been delivered. but taxation 
has not yet been completed. Further 
fees paid or to be payable to the 
Attorney-General, for which vouchers 
have been rendered, amount to £409. 

"2. No; but the Imperial Government 
are responsible by reason of their in­
demnity for payment of the costs in the 
stock embargo case (Duncan and another 
v. Hunter and the State of Queensland) 
and Mooraberrie case (Duncan v. Theo: 
dare). 

"3. None; but in several cases, in­
cluding the Colonial Sugar Refining 
eases, stock embargo, and South Bris­
bane Gas Company cases, bills have yet 
to be delivered and taxed; but when 
such costs are received, no portion is 
paid to the Attorney-General, but are 
paid direct to consolidated revenue." 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 

Mr. FORDE (Rockhampton): I ask the 
permission of the House to make a personal 
explanation. 

The SPEAKER: Is it the pleasure of the 
House that the hGn. member for Rockhamp­
ton, Mr. Forde, be allowed to make a per­
sonal explanation? 

HONOGRABLE Th'iEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. FOR DE: It has come under my notice 
that a letter from Sturmfels Limited ap­
peared in the " Daily Mail" on 21st instant, 

[Mr. F01·de. 

protestir.g against statement;; I made in my 
speech on vV a.ys and Means in this House, 
on 9th October. My statements were-

" When we get impartial men to Rock­
hampton-and we do get some-we get 
the truth. Mr. T. Leitch, one in par­
ticular, who visited Rockhampton some 
time ago as a representative of Sturm­
fels Limited, said that the storage accom­
modation that W alter Reid and Co. are 
preprtred to make available would with 
a few alterations, be suitable f~r the 
Rtoragt> of 50,000 bales, a1 d from 12,000 
to 15,000 bales could be displayed at one 
time. 'What do we find when this state­
ment bv Mr. Lt-itch was made known 
in Melbourne? We find that thP heads 
of the firm in Brisbane wrote clown and 
said that no notice should be taken of 
the statements of JYir. Leitch, because he 
had been drinking previously." 

First, I have to state that I received no 
letter from Sturmfels Limited. the fi1·st inti­
mation I had being the paragraph in the 
"Daily ~vlail." The manage!· qf Stmmfels 
Limiterl now denies that Mr. T. Leitch was 
in his employ at that time. As my informant 
was a prominent Rockhampton citizen. and 
one of a party that entertained :\h. Leitch 
at Rockhnmpton, I thought -the information 
given tr, mo was quite authentic; but I have 
since interviewed my informant, who regrets 
his error in shting that Mr. Leitch was in 
the employ of Sturmfels Limited, and on 
making further inquiries I ascertained that 
Mr. T. Leitch was in the employ of Fen­
wick and Company at the, time of his visit 
to Rockhampton. As I intend to be honest 
and straightforward throughout my political 
career, I unhesitatingly make the necessary 
correction, and I am sorry that Sturmfels 
Limited have been eaused unwittingly some 
undLH' annoyance through the regrettable 
inc·i-dcnt. 

HoNOL'RABLE ME:'IfBERS : Hear, hear ! 

CITY OF BRISBAKE BILL. 

IXITIATION. 

On the motion of the HOME SECRETARY 
(Hon. J. Huxham, Buranda) it was formally 
resolved-

" That the House will, at its next 
sitting, resolve itself into a Committee 
of the Whole to consider of the desirable­
ness of introducing a Bill for the good 
government of the city of Brisbane." 

SUPPLY. 
REScl\!PTIO"l OF CoMMITTEE-ELEVENTH 

ALLOTTED DAY. 

(Jfr. IJertram, Maree, in the chair.) 

DEP.mniENT OF :MINES. 

CHIEP OFFICE. 

0uestion-'l'hat £10,878 be granted for 
"Department of Mines, Chief Office"-stated. 

Colonel RANKIN (B11num): He did not 
intend to take np the time of the Committee 
very long, as he understood there was a.n 
agreement that the l~stimates of the depart­
ment wPl'e not to be delaved. but there were 
one or two mc .. tters to \\;hich he would like 
to nil attention, particularly in relation to 
some coal matters in his district. It might 
b0 within the recollection of hon. members 
that some time ago he asked some ques­
tions dealing with the action of the Min,~s 
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Department in putting down certain bores on 
private property-as to the amount expended. 
Ghe depths attained, the number of bores put 
down, the cost of the boring, and the result, 
and whether any arrangements had been 
made between the department and the owners 
of the property, wht•re the exploration work 
had been done, as to the purchase of the lands 
or giving the Government any right with 
reopect to them in the event of the prospect­
ing proving successful. He was put off with 
the reply that the information would be 
available when the Estimates came on. He 
had been assured by previous Treasurers 
and other Ministers that the usual practice 
of former Administrations had been that the 
owners bore a proportion in the ratio of 
£1 for £1 of the expense. He understood 
that that very excellent principle in the ease 
of the present Government had been de· 
pe.rted from. If his information was correct, 
bores had been put down on the property of 
privat{) persons without asking them to 
co!!tribute a farthing towards it. In other 
words, •he: Governmept, without any com­
pensation at all, had expended considerable 
sum of public money in proving other 
people's property. 

The TREASURER; Or disproving. 

Colonel RANKIN: Proving or disproving 
it, as the case might be. He thought that 
the information might reasonably have been 
given to him before reaching that stage of 
the session, because to him it was a matter 
of very great importance. Anything affecting 
thP mineml resources of the Wide Bay and 
Burnett districts was a matter which must 
of necessity command a certain amount of 
attention from any reprr~entacive of that 
district. Ho had been further assured, in 
the presence of certain witnesses, that in one 
cas<~ at all events, where a good deal of that 
money had been expended on certain pro­
perty, there was really no written agreement 
with tho owner, conferring- any rights on 
the Gm·n·nmcnt in the cvcnt of their pros­
pecting work .proving successful or other­
vvife. If -2uch vvere the rase, it showed a 
most obj••ctionable situation. Here were 
the Government expending a certain amount 
of public money in proving or exploring or 
prospecting private lands without the owner 
contributing a single farthing towaJ·ds it. 
or without the Government ha.ving any right 
in those I ands in the event of their work 
being successful. HP was giving the informa­
tion as it had been givE'n to him, and if he 
were wrong- he might b0 put right. He 
n alised that something ehould be done by 
th<• Government to-Nards the development of 

-thPir re,onrcec; in the Burrum district. They 
had recentlv established a verv excellent 
d0ep-water 'port, a port which- had been 
descrilw<1 by th<' C'.ptain of a very large 
steamer which visited there, when speaking to 
'' friend in l\'felbounw. as being one of the 
most accessible ports along th0ir seaboard­
in fart, so far a~ navigation vva.B concerned, 
it was quite Cf!ual to Sydney in that respect. 
Having that deep-water port. and having, as 
they we!: knew, a considerable area of coal­
bearing land in that neighbourhood, he would 
like to see the Govei·nment taking some 
steps in assisting its development, because 
ther<' was no doubt that, when peace was 
reetored and normal conditions prevailed, 
the development of their mining industry 
was destined to play a not unimportant part 
in the advancement of the State. Much had 
already been done by private enterprise, but 

it had been done in spite of the Government 
rather than in consequence of any assistance 
given by the Government. One had only to 
look at the treatment meted out to that deep­
water port. They had imposed railage _and 
other charges which had almost made It a 
prohibitive port which no shipping company 
would care to use. The actual port charges 
were exceedingly high, and the railway 
charges were absolutely exorbitant. 

The TREASURER: Do you think this comes 
within the Mining Estimates? 

Colonel RANKIN: He thought it was rele­
v,.nt to the mining industry, because it was 
quite impossible to develop the coalmining in­
dustry unless you had an oversea market, 
which vou could not have without a deep­
" a tor port. They had not had any sym­
pathetic treatment in regard to thell' coal­
bearing resources. They had large areas of 
Crown land in !he '\Vide Bay and Burnett 
district and in the Bm-rum electorate, and 
nothing had been done, with the exception of 
a few bores put down here and the_re without 
having anv clearly defm,"d pohcy. The 
Government Geologist had reported from 
time to time a few holes had been sunk 
her0 and the~e, but the district was quite 
as much a scaled book to them as it was 
forty years ago. 

The TREASURER ; What is that? 
Colonel RANKIK: The Burrum coalfields, 

and the Crown land in those districts adj a­
cent to the railways. The Government should 
explore the district with a view to the 
development of the resources of those lands. 
'l'he · had certainlv not done much; the only 
.vorf{ done had 'been that undertaken in 
connection with private enterprise. He hoped 
that they might see some interest taken in 
that branch of their local industr;v in. the 
near future. They found a subsidy provided 
for deep sinking on goldfields, ": good deal 
of money was devoted to prospectmg for gold 
and other precious m0tals, but so far. as the 
coalmining industry was concerned It )lad 
under this GoYernment, as under prevwus 
GoYernments, always been most carefully J?Ut 
asidt'. Kone of their minerals would give 
emp]o;-nwnt to a greater number of men than 
coal, 'and anything done to develop that 
industrY would be of great assistance to 
the Sfate itself. It only required some 
·.vmpathetic treatment at the hands of the 
C~overnn1ent. 

'l'he 'I'RE~\.S'GRER: The hon. member 
snoke about bore;, put down at the instance 
o.f the Government on properties in the .Bur­
rum di,trid. The Government were desirous 
of getting nal property in that district in 
order to snpply the whole or part of t~e 
railway requirements with regard to coal m 
the district. One bore was put down on the 
property of Mr. vValsh, at Burrum, and three 
bor•:s on the property of Mr. l'ltafford, at 
Dundee. In both cases before the Govern­
ment commenced operations concessions were 
secured over thB properties: It was not 
conect to sa v that thev had no binding 
arran"'ement 'with the owners that would 
have ~nablcd the Government to complete 
the purchase· of these properties if they had 
been proved. 

Colonel RANKIN: Mr. Stafford assured me 
that the Government had no option. 

The TREASURER: The Government was 
given a binding option by Mr. Staffo~d be­
fore the bore was commenced. He did not 
know under what misapprehension Mr. 
Stafford might be labouring; the fact was 

Hon. E'. G. Theodore.] 
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that the option secured was watertiiTht be­
fore the Government commenced ope~ations. 
The bores put down on Mr. Stafford's pro­
perty were sunk to between 600 and 900 feet. 
The an.rage distance drilled was 2,197 feet. 
ThP cost altogether in wages and plant was 
£988. On the other property ono bore was 
put down a di ·tancc of 1,003 feet at a cost 
of £451. 

Colonel RANKIX: \Vas the expenditure 
borne jointly by the parties? 

Thu TREASURER: He under,tood that 
the cxpulH.liturc was wholly borne by the 
<

1cpartnwnt. The department was interested 
in !H •ving that wal existed. If the coal 
had ].·on proved to exist the value would 
have bc··n returned to the Government be­
ea use tlw option would have been exerc'ised. 
The option was secured on what was con­
siderpd by the mining experts of the depart­
rnent at the time on vcrv r'-~asonable terms 
On t}w af•cUmption that COal GXiJted there i~ 
payable quautities, but nothing w.1s proved. 
The option given to the Government was a 
rea"on11ble one, but on the Government was 
cast the oblieation of proving whetht'r the 
coal was worth while developing. After the 
boring operations had gone as far as he had 
indic:1tcd the Govcrmnent ca!ne to the con­
clusion tha( they could not exercise the 
option, and nothing had been done. 

Colonel RANKIN: That money has been lost. 

The TREAS'CRER: That money had been 
lc,,t as far as that property was concerned. 
Tb" information disclosed miiTht be of use 
to th~ di,;trict. but so far as tl;e Government 
Wfls concc·rnC>d it was worth nothing now. 
The hon. member had explained that there 
were Crown lands in the district and that there 
was a po"ibility of coal being found there. 
He would consult his colleague, the Secretary 
for J\~mes, as t? whether t~ere was a prospect 
of gomg on wrth prospectmg operations. If 
there wa' a reasonable prospect of coal being 
discovered there was no re11;son why they 
should not carry on prosp•·"tlng operations. 
It would be a good thing if th" Government 
found a valuable seam of coal on Crown 
lands. 

Mr: MACARTNEY (Toowong): He noticed 
that, generally speaking, there was a reduc­
tion in the mining vote. The total vote 
was reduced by between £6,000 and .£7,000, 
although the expenses of the Chief Office were 
going ~o be increased by .£1,800. There 
was an mcrease under the heading of " Post­
age, telegrams, and incidentals" of .£1 500 
and an increase on railway fares and freights: 
etc., of £300. The votes in aid of mining 
were re·duced by .£8,000. It seemed strange 
that the cost of the Chief Office should in­
cr~aso while the . aid given to mining was 
gomg to be consrderably reduced. Mining 
was one of the great industries of the State 
and it had come to the rescue of the Stat~ 
before now in bad times. History told 
them of the aid which mining rendered to 
Queensland in 1866, and it seemed to him 
that, although the bqlk of mining members 
were on the Government side of the House 
nothing much had been done to encouraiT~ 
that great industry. As a matter of fa~t 
much had been done to discourage those who 
were prepared to put their hands in their 
pockets, certainly in the hope of gain, but 
also for the advantage of the State and its 
development. He was sorry that greater in­
terest ha~ not been taken in mining. He 
really believed that the Treasurer, who was 
1t representative of a mining district, ancl 

(Hon. E. G. Theodon. 

knew a great cleal about mining, was 
genuinely interested. He would therefore 
expect to find him a strong advocate for the 
mining industry. The hon. gentleman knew 
that there was an opportunity at present 
which had never existed in the history of 
Queensland before for the production of the 
baser metals. Ho knew the possibilities of 
Cloncurry and the surrounding .districts. The 
present was the time when the production 
of baser metals might be made a permanency 
in that district. Copper ore with 2 per cent. 
or 3 per cent. of copper had been made pay­
able in America, but there was ore at Mount 
Oxide said to contain 60 per cent. copper, 
and oro in the various mines which sur­
rounded Cloncurry had large reserves averag­
ing 6, 8. 10, and even 12 per cent. copper. 
Surely it was up. to thiB country to .take 
advantage of the circumstances whrch exrsted 
:n,-1 to ·,·ndoavonr to c·•-tabli<h that industry 
on something like a permanent basis. The 
trouble thev had alwavs had up there was to 
get <ympathy and help and encouragement 
to develop the country. They had had 
i,olatcd help in connection with the railways, 
but thev wanted all the encouragement they 
could get in order to establish mining, and 
there never was a time when thev could take 
advantage of the opportunity more than the 
present. 

The TREAS'CRER : Coal and coke will be of 
advantage to the industry. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: One would like to 
see action taken in this direction, because 
that country was capable of carrying a 
tremendouslv large industrial population. It 
answered on-;, of the problems which attac:;hed 
to I\ orth Queensland at the present trme. 
H,-, was sorry to say that he did not see 
signs of the realisation on the part of the 
Government of the opportunity that existed. 

ThP TREASURER : Don't vou think that it 
would be of great assistan~e to that district 
if thev had connection with a deep-water port 
in the Gulf? 

Mr. MACARTNEY: Advantage ought to 
be t-aken of the present position. He believed 
thP hon. gcmtleman was quite in sympathy 
with the fact that the companies which were 
endeavouring to develop the Oloncurry dis 
trict had met with very great difficulty. 
Those companies were suffering to-day from 
a militant unionism wihch was doing so 
much harm in other parts of Australia. 

The TRE.\SURER: I do not class the r.w.w. 
as unionism. There have been some there, 
but the unions are endeavouring to stamp 
them out. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: Ho was talking about" 
the wo"t forms of unionism. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Is it as 
bad as the lawyers' union? 

Mr. MACART::'-JEY: The hon. gentleman 
was entitled to his little conceit. Perhaps, 
like his friend in Russia, he would obtain the 
position of dictator in Queensland. Perhaps 
he would adorn that very high position yet. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: He is not 
a friend of mine, o,nd his name is not pro· 
nounced the same as mine. 

Mr. MAOARTXEY: The English pro­
nunciation was the same as the pronuncia­
tion of the hon. gentleman's name. How­
ever that is not what thev were discussing. 
The' hon. gentleman had ·dragged him off 
the track. However, he would like to see 
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the Gov••rnment showing a sincere desire to 
ad·rance ohe mining industry of 

[4 p.m.] the State and give the people 
who were prepared to put their 

lmnds into their pocketg that encouragement 
which thev were entitled to. If the hon. 
gentleman-·did that he would be doing some­
thing for Queensland. It was not by going 
home to London and getting the Munitions 
Committee to offer £100 per ton for 45,000 
tons of copper to be do]iyered before Septem­
ber, 1913, that they were going to advance 
the development of mining in Queensland. 
The Premier had flashed a letter, but he 
(:\lr. :\1acart,ncy) would like to know what 
the Government had done to produce or 
secure the production of that 45,000 tons of 
copper which was eo grandiloqueutly re­
ferred to. Had the Government produced 
1,000 tons of copper? Had they produced 
any copper under thf!t arrangement. Here 
they wure in November, 1917, one year had 
gone, and they 'vere well on to the second 
;voar, but what had been the result "I If the 
Lfoycrnlnent \Vere only 1narking time, if they 
were only seeking po1itical capital and not 
really doing anything for the development 
o[ +he btatc, then it \vas a very sorry position 
that the:; had got into. \Yhatever happened, 
he hoped they would hear of something being 
done for the mining development of Queens­
land: at any rate, more tha'1 had been done, 
and ,,,wro than the vote bcfore the Committee 
would indicate that the Government were 
prepared to do. 

The TREASURER: ThE> hon. gentleman's 
sentiments were very good, but as he said 
himself, they were mere words so far. The 
Government which was supported by the 
hon. member did not do anything very much 
towards realising the hopes which the hon. 
gentleman had expressed that afternoon. 
They were sympathetic, but nothing more 
than that. So far as giving practical assist­
ance was concerned, that was left to the 
['resent Government. The hon. gentleman 
made reference to the Premier's negotiations 
with the Munitions Committee and the 
assurance he wa.'\ able to get from them 
1 hat if a stable price were given for the 
copper products o£ (luoenslctnd until such 
time next year he would be able to supply 
a certain amount of copper in that time. 
At the time that undertaking was given it 
was a very favourable undertaking for the 
mining industries of Queensland, and it gave 
a real stability to the copper-mining in­
dustry which was then not offering for 
copper mining in other parts of the world 
so far as the price of copper was concerned. 
Since thc·n the price of copper had advanced 
beyond £100 per ton, but, at the time that 
nffer as made, it represented n good eon­
ec~sion to Queen,Jand. The Government took 
deflnitP etcps at tlw time, and had they been 
successful it would have led to an increase 
i~e the production in copper before the time 
expired as mentioned in the letter. If the 
Chillagoe Bill, which was introduced last 
year, had b<:en passed there was not the 
slightest doubt that the smelters at Chillagoe 
would have been in blast, and copper would 
have bPcn produced in that district before 
this. He ''""'s hopeful that the Chillagoe Bill 
would be passed this seseion, and that in a 
short time it would lead to the blowing-in 
o£ one or two furnaces in Chillagoe, and thus 
increase the copper production in th~,t 
district. Another proposition which the Go­
vernment was inspired to take up was the 

construction of a railway from Mount Cuth­
bert to Mount Oxide. From the i11formation 
which the Government had at that time, they 
knew that the line could have been completed 
within twelve months from the date of com­
mencement, and, had not that line been built, 
there was not the slightest doubt that there 
~Yould have bum a largo increase of copper 
from that district, within the period. men­
tioned in the letter. From the opinion of 
c•xperts who had a great knowledge of min­
ing they know that :Yiouut Oxide was un­
doubtedly ono of the richest and one of the 
litrgest copper mines in Queensland. It was 
a tremendous big lode, and there were rich 
l<oYels which had not yet been worked. In 
his opinion, the lode was not likely to be 
worked to any extent until they got railway 
communication. A short line of 70 or 80 
miles would bring railway communication 
Le. the mine. He believ&d that if they gave 
tlw fullest po& ible assistance to the Cion­
curry distrrct it would have to have railway 
communication to a deepwater port. 'That 
might c'osult in an injury to the tra;de of 
'l"ownsville, but it would be of great benefit 
to the State. At the pregent time Cloncurry 
was 500 or 600 miles from a deepwater port, 
wher0as it could be connected with a deep­
water port by rail within 300 miles, and so 
far as some of the mining propositions in 
ihat district were concerned, they could be 
connected with a deepwater port within 250 
miles. They knew that many years ago the 
railway was started from Normanton to 
Cloncurry, but it was diverted to Croydon 
on the outbreak of the goldfield there. That 
"as a ehortsighted policy on the part of 
the Kormanton people, because if they had 
allowed the railway to go to Cloncurry they 
couJ.d easily have got the Croydon railway 
afterwards, but once it was diverted that 
ended the matter, and it had not been taken 
up since. The present Government favoured 
connecting Cloncurry up with deep water. 
There were many low-grade propositions 
in that district which could be worked if 
nilway communication were established to 
the deepwater port. 'I'he hon. member for 
Toowong mentioned that, in other parts 
oF the world, the 2 per cent copper proposi­
tions were being worked successfully. In 
Cloncurry, however, they could not work 
copper propositions under 6 per cent., and 
in Chillagoe under 5 per cent. If they were 
able to get cheaper coal and coke in the 
Cloncurry district and railway communica­
t-ion to a. deepwater port they would be able 
to develop a lot of the low-grade properties 
there. 

Hm:. ,J. TOLMIE asked the Minister the 
rn.ason for the increase in postage, telegrams, 
and incidentals from £3,000 to £4,500, see­
ing that the full amount voted last year 
was not spent. 

The TREASURER: The hon. gentleman 
is mistaken. 'Ve spent £5,099 last year under 
that head. 

Mr. WINSTAN"LEY (Queenton): He 
listened with a good ·deal of interest to the 
remarks of the hon. member for Toowong, 
but he thought thev were mere words. Last 
year the hon. me,;;ber on the other side of 
the House made the following remarks:-

" Then the Mines Department want 
£72,000 this year. They spent in aid of 
mining last year £30,000. I do not ob­
ject to a little money being spent that 
way, but it is an absolute waste of 

Mr. Winstanley.] 
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money. . . . . The Government are 
going to spend £20,000 on deep ;;inking, 
and £5,000 in prospecting. There is far 
too much being spent in this direction, 
and it hail been an absolute dead loss 
to the Government'. 

" I say we should save in connection 
with the deep-sinking fund at least 
£10,000. . . . Why not combine the 
IYline" Department and the Agricultural 
Department, and try and reduce the ex­
penditure!" 

The hon. member for Toowong, therefore, 
was exprL'"'l"'ing the opinions entirely at 'ari­
ance with some of his colleagues. The hon. 
member referred to the letter the Premier 
received with regard to th£· supply of 36,000 
tons of copper, but he should be the last 
man to refer to that, so0ing that at the time 
the l'rd:ier was charged with practically 
every crime in the calendar in connection 
with his visit to England. The hon. gentle­
man knew that if it wer£ not for the ob­
struction in another place something would 
have been accomplished in connection with 
the production of copper for the Munitiom 
Committee in England. The hon. member for 
Toowong charged th£ :Premier with simply 
talking about it, and not making an en­
deavour to do som£thing, but the Premier 
had got himself into trouble for doing some­
thing. He was sorry to find that the vote 
for the Mines Department was decreased. 
He thought there should rath£r hav£ been 
an increase. 'They all knew that there was 
a dN·reasc in the gold production in Queens­
lone!, !Jut an industry that had produc-ed 
over £4,000,000 of min£rals was worth con­
sidering. It was well known that through­
out the Comrr:onwealth the output of gold 
was on the dec~ease. There was very little 
prospectmg hemg done in Queensland at 
tl~e l?re,ent time. The old-tirr:e prospector 
ot thirty or forty years ago was fast passing 
away, and there were very few of them' at 
the prescnt time. It was almost an im­
P.ossibility to find anything just now. Some­
tur-e.s people found things when they weren't 
lookmg for them, hut in the majority of in­
stances the pro,pectors had to look diligentlv 
before they found a goldmine. It was re­
grettable that the prospectors that had 
blazed the track were passing awav. 'Thev 
heard hon. members opposite talk abOl{t 
tho farm.crs and graziers blazing the track, 
but m 1111.0 cases out of ten th" prospector 
blazed the track long boforp thP cattle-man 
or farmer f'n.rne th0re. 

Hon. J·. TOL1!1E : It blazcs a permanent 
track. 

Mr: \YIXSTANLEY: It was a permanent 
tra<;k. fortnndely, but they coul-d not afford 
to JgnDr<' ihe other. \Vhat kind of countrv 
"as it which had. only agriculture to depend 
Dn, e:·en though Jt might be permanent? It 
cc-r~amly wccs not amongst the first rank 
rrbons at the present timt>. 

Colonel RANKIN: Take Am£rica. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: America ha-d some­
!hing besides its 9,gricultur0. If it had not 
1t would not be the country it was. 

CDlonel RA:NKIN: Take France. 

i\Ir. WINSTANLEY: France had some­
~hing b~sides agric~lture. It had its secondary 
mdus~rJes-very hJgh-class manufacturing in­
du.strws. Any coqntry that ha·d nothing at 
all to depend on but agriculture ha-d not the 
"ame opportunities or the chance of beino- a 

[ilfr. Winstanley. " 

front-rank country as the country which had 
·manufacturing industries as well. The min­
iJJg prospectors in a great many instances 
biazecl tracks where nobody else £ver went; 
into country which was not of much use to 
vgriculturists or to cattle 1nen; away up 
an1ongst the rnountain ranges and in the 
gcrgeB- into almc:t inaccessible cou.ntry. He 
v·JrkPc! hard and lived hard. Sometimes he 
gc't smnething for what he did, and very 
ofteu he himself ,did not get very much. It 
was mnct regrettable at the present time that 
so little v:as being done in that connection. 
He thought the Government might do some­
thing to work Dut a scheme that would en­
courage some men at the present time to go 
in for that class of work. :Men were not 
very plentiful or available for those kinds of 
things, but something could be dmw. He 
was one of those who thought that Queens­
land had not been worked out either as far 
M gold or anv of the other precious metals 
v. en) eo!1et>rn ,,} l-Ie \Vas f':ttisfi.ed there were 
vrcat possibilities· for the goldfields Df 
l~uePn·lancl to be deyeJope<-1 and worked in 
the fut:.re Only quite recently Dn Charters 
Tcwers, where the ground was as full of holes 
'.S the battlefield was full of shell holes, and 
ocf' would think that it was an impossibility 
fur anybody to ha v£ missed anything there, 
]'rospector3 discovere-d the cap of a reef. 

Hon. J. TOL:UIE: Where is that? 

:\1r. \VI:;\JSTANLEY: Just over the rail­
Fay ,;tation at Charters Towers. They were 
going ·down and deYeloping it, and at the 
rn·esent time it was looking very promising. 
'l i>at wcut to shDw that although men might 
imagine that the ground had heen thoroughly 
sw'rehccl and developed, somebody else couM 
c,Jlne along and find something where it \vas 
least expected or suspecte-d. If that was the 
case on a golclfield, it might be the case in 
other aurifnrous parts of the country that 
had not been more than merely scratched 
en the surface. For that reason he thought 
something could be done that had not been 
done up to the present time. l-Ie would like 
to sa v in reference to the School of .Mines 
ut Cl;arters '1 owers that that institution had 
s;:ared the same fate as other institutions. 
Encrgetjc enterprising young fellows, who 
\Could have becm pupils, and some who had 
J..een there, h<t-d heard the call, enlisted, and 
h·urw to the fJ ont, and some of them had dis­
tins-uirhccl themselves. He was glad to think 
tlmt the "\Iines Department officials, as well 
a.o those in other departments, had not been 
iackiJ,g in that re:.pect. They had an honour 
t,,,n·d of which the department might very 
"ell be proud. It was a well-known fact, 
too, that the mining centres had contributed 
their quota us well as any district Dr town 
throug·hout the length and breadth of Aus­
tralia. Some of the young fellows who had 
l•cen students in that particular institution 
had offered their services to the Munitions 
Committee. He know some of them person­
ally, and they were occupying exceptionally 
pcominent positions in the old country at 
tho present time, while others had gone to 
th(' front in connection with the engineers' 
branch of the army, and had distinguished 
themselves and rendered exceptionally good 
service·. But the institution had not tho stu­
dents that it could accommodate. There was 
Dnly about half the number there that there 
was in pre-war days. Those who had had 
tlw opportunity of going to that institu­
tion and taking the CDm·se preparocl there, 
and had got the diploma of the institution, 
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-invariably had been able to get hold of good 
positiom and fill some very high places in 
various States of the Commonwealth, which 
went to show that the work dmw by that 
ino;titution was recognise<:~ throughout the 
length and breadth of the land. Then there 
were free as>ays which were made for men 
' hu were in and around the place or any­
wLere within rail distance and could send 
their ston2 down. That had been appreci­
ated, not only as far as Charters 'rowers 
" n:; C'Oll('f'rued, but also in connection with 
thL· various officeB which had been opene-d in 
'ther plaees. They had rendered cxccption­
uily fine service to the men who were engaged 
in that industry, particularly the small men 
and those who wero not able to do all that 
tbey would like for themselves. He was in­
~ line·d to think that "deep sinking " was a 
misnomer. In times gone by the idea "as 
to spend some of that money to enable people 
w get deeper into the earth than they had 
bc•.·n able to get before. Those people had 
nor realised thell' expectations, and during 
rl'C. nt vears most of the monev that had 
:.r·en pl~cod on the Estimates und~r the head­
ing of " Deep Sinking " had been spent in 
>iwilow rath2r than cteep sinking, 

Hon. J. TOLMIE: They are going down at 
Croydon. 

:Y1r \VlNSTANLEY: Yes he believed 
th~y ~vere going down at Cro:/don; but 1,400 
iee~ was not very deep sinking; it was only 
shallow as far as Charters Towers was con­
··ernod, where they were down over 4,000 
ieet in sorne n1ines. VV"'"here assistance had 
~Jl'Cil given, good results had accrued. One 
of the most cncouragiHg was the Moonstone 
l•'lat. They, by that means, were enauled to 
un"'~ atcr their rnine and see if there w.as 
an:- thing thoro; and they got encomaging 
c'esuits-which led to other people trying in 
chc same direction. Clark's and Brilliant 
Victory had got assistance from the Govern­
:nent and had got encouraging results. 
There were. two or ~.three others in the sarne 
:ocality. None of them would be re ~arded 
as deep sinking, but the money had been 
g-ranted to them on the £1 for £1 principle. 
They put their own money and their own 
energy into the enterpri'e as well as the Go­
vcrmnent money, and t.he results at the 
:>re:oent time wore fair!.•: satisfactory. He 
-,;-as sat; Jied that money spent in that direc­
tion \Yas well spent. Sometimes they were 
not oablo to pay it back, and they lost their 
.)wn n1oney, their O\Vn work, and energy. 
rl'aken oaltor.;ethcr he certainly thought thE' 
money had been ,,~ell spent, considering 1vhat 
tho mining community had done for the State 
in times gone by. There had hcen some 
,.,,fcrence to people ';ho claimed to have 
'Wtde Charters Towers, after they had got 
•mt of it all that they thought they were 
likely to get, proposing i:o c1ose the mines. 
An effort was being made at the present 
time in that direction. Some of those who 
had clmwn hundreds of thousands of oounds 
in dividends out of the mining industrv. 
immediatr~ly it became unremunerative for 
them, had rnade a strong and !=l.trenuous en­
deavour to prartically close rlown the mines 
eltogethcr in which they were interested. 
One gentleman came along and finan-ced .a 
'meJl party of men to buy the machinery on 
the surface. Bv that means thev were able 
to get to worl~ and keop the "contributors 
e;oing who were doing fairly well in that 
narticular mine. The result was that instead 
;_,f the mine being closed down .and tho~e men 

being thrown on the street or forced to go 
and look for work elsewhere, at the l1resent 
time they were in steady wo"k. Tht;re was 
another mine <tt the present time which w-as 
sharin•r the same fate. The people who 
owned~ it had signified their intention of 
pr<tdic,ally pulling everything out _of t!'e 
rnine. selling the machinery, and closrng tne 
whole thing down. If that were d?ne those 
forty o,- fifty men who were workmg there 
at the prc,ent time would be th,:own out of 
work and that mine would then ftll up with 
watc,:, and the rPsult would be that it would 
overflow into the other mirw. During the 
past few years, since the mines had become 
few0r· in number it had been a problem to 
keep the water down below working level. 
In times gone by when there were fjfty or 
sixtv 1nines, it was very ~implo: hut every 
time a mine closed -down thnt water 
gradually rose &nd foLind its wa~· in.to t~e 
next, until th0 problem became yery d lflicmt. 
He was '"lad to say thd 1he GovPrnment 
came to the roscue there as it did in Gympie, 
and helped the ·drainage board to do some­
thing. 

Colonel RA~KIN: That was the prpvious 
Government. 

lVIr. WI:c\STANLEY: ::'\o, it was not the 
previous Government. The previous Govcrn­
moHt passed a Bill, at the request of one of 
its members, .and that was all it Jid. The 
Bill remained a dead letter for over twelve 
1nonth.~, until this Governrrwnt came into 
power: and during the first few months after 
it came into power it voted £1,500 to the 
drain<ge hoard. It requested them to have a 
draina "8 board formed, because there never 
had be~n one formed. This Government e.<~id 
that if thev formerl a drainage board and 
accepted tl1<' responsibility, they would givo 
thonr £1.500 p<'r annnm. That was done, and 
the problem was tackled; anrl at present 
thp hoard had rlone something helpful to the 
whole nf the minino· industry in that connec­
tion. But at the present time the Brilliant 
Fr<'dwld wa<, in the position that, unlc>ss 
something was dmw, the machinery was 
g-oino- to be toaken away and those men be 
thro·~ n out of work. Those men had made 
a ~trenuous endeavour to forn1 a company 
to tak•.' over the ass~ts of the company and to 
try and keep that mine at work and do some 
prospecting work. There were quite_a number 
who werL' confident that the mmes had 
been bv no nwans c•xhaustcd. Tho men who 
·wpr0 ,\·orkin<.r therP on tribute vverc doing 
<''Cceptionall:; well, and it would be a disast-er, 
not m1lv as far as those men personally were 
concrrn.ed. hnt also as far ns the field was 
concerned, if that were to take place. The 
nn+tc1' at the present time was in the hands 
of tlw department. oa.nd he had not tho 
slightest doubt .that they would rlo what was 
in their nower to sPe that those men could 
a-et hold of the machinery and keep the men 
~t work: and in all probability do something 
towards rehabilitating- the mine and en­
courarrinrr thP neonle in that vicinity. As far 
as thP "1iinino- ,Journal" was concerned, he 
would like to ~ut in his mePd of praise for 
the exceptionallv line manner in which it 
was rrot un for the useful information which 
it di~scmin.ated, and for the sc>rvice which 
it renderc·d g0nerallv to the mining· industry 
throughout Qucenslal1<l While at the present 
timr- the minin(J' indust!'v as far as we 1vcre 
conc~rned was "'not looking bright and en­
couraging. he thought the' time would c0me 
when they would see a, revival, even in 

Mr. Winstanley.l 
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goldmining. While that was the case as far 
as goldmining was concerned there was every 
pro"]Ject for the baser metals· which after 
all. in many instances perh~ps, we~e the 
more useful metals. Queensland would then 
be a grc·lt mining State <tnd could do some­
thing . \vith its 1ninerals instead of ~otting 
them m a crude state and sending them away 
to other countries, particularly to countries 
such ''' they ha·d ·een them sent to in che 
past. This Government had certainly given 
a good det~l more assistance than any" other; 
Jt was a'"nstan<;c that had been helpful; it 
had been wisely and discre<:tJy paid out; 
and they had had ample work for the money. 
He hoped that the money thnt was on the 
Estimates this year would be availi>d of. 
The •' in the industry sometimes had found 
it a difficult task to find the money to meet the 
£1 for £1 coudition. He hoped that some­
body would he able to take advantage of the 
money and t.h.2t it would be spent He hoped 
the dc!)artmcnt would he able to see its wav 
d~1r to help those pcol!le in Churters Towers 
,,1th the proL•lem whi h thev had in hand: 

foe· the eim;J!e reason that if that 
[4.30 [l.m.J p<nticular mine "''3 clc, .. ed down 

the burden of bailing the w:<ter 
''•o~dor~ rost on one C."' hvo n1inPs; and if that 
wa' t!w case tlw 'm cl was not far distant for 
all thP 1ninos vvith the exception of those in 
th' onhide locvlit)·. Ho certuinlv thought 
5=0nl£'f hing shonlil lw done, hocan.se once the 
'\Yatrl· got up into the working~. that wonld 
be thP end of it. For some- two or three 
miles in len:4th the water found its way 
from one mi1ie to another <md the cost of 
rcduciPrr it 1Yas fairlY heaYv. In conclusion 
he wou.ld lih h <'xprecs. the opinion that' 
notwithstanding th.at goldmining wJ.s unde~ 
a doucl now, the timE' would come when the 
sun of prosperity would again shine, und 
when they,., ould see monev pkntiful through­
out the length and breadth of the State as it 
had been in the past. 

* Mr. \VELLI~GTO~ (Charters 'l'ou·ers): 
In regard to Charters Towers, goldmining 
had been practically at one time on the 
highest level in Queensland, but during the 
last three or four years it had been on the 
down grade•. It appeared that two or three 
men who practically had charge of Charters 
Towen did not want to spend any more 
nHl!l<'Y there. He mig-ht as well be frank. 
:\l[r. Thomas Mills, who resided in London 
at the present time, madP application some 
years ag'? for a grant o.f £50,000 for the pur­
pose of "mlnng a shaft m order to thorourrhly 
test '' particular mine. The Government re­
fused the application and asked how much 
he wa'· rrq1ared to put into the venture him­
self. Ho found that Mr. Mills was not pre­
p~red to put in any of his own money, but 
w1shcd to try to float a company on the 
London market, on condition -that he received 
£50,0JO from the Queensland Government. 
The tlwn 2\finistor was Mr. Georgc Appel, 
;,-ho ha.d been n•ry good to Charters Towers 
m the matter of granting mbsidies. The 
three mines working on Charters Towers and 
paying dividends were three to which that 
hon. nwrnber had given something· those 
mine-;. with a subsidy of a little over' £3,000, 
had produced gold wort.h £141,000, and more­
over. they were workmg to-dav and were 
practically the three mines which employed 
mo"t of the labour on the field. Mr. Mills 
wanted to close down the New Brilliant 
Freehold, but there were other shareholders 
at Ch'lrters Towers who did not, and Mr. 
William Clark, who was chairman of directors 
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of Clark's Victory ,,-hich had been subsidised 
by the Government, had received an option 
over it. It was proposed to float it into a 
company with 100,000 shares, payable 6d. on 
application and 6d. on allotment. Up to 
date he believed locally on Charters Towers 
over 60,000 shares had been subscribed for, 
which showed that the business people in 
Charters Towers had some confidence in it. 
:Moreover, most of the men who were con­
cerned previously to Mr. Clark's obtaining 
the option were prepared to put their mone; 
into that venture, and he believed that 
favourable reports had been received from 
persons who had inspected the mine. He 
thought that if the Government could ad­
vance half the value of the machinery under 
the 2\;lachinery Advances Act and give the 
company a subsidy of £2.000 on the £1 for £1 
basis, ;n the course of a few months, instead 
of employing about forty men on tribute, 
who were doing well, the mino would employ 
anoth2r fifty or sixty, besides tho3e who 
would be prospecting. As was well known 
in Charters Towers, mining men, when they 
could Hot get gold, s,,,id, " We will see if we 
can't get so•nething by crosscutting." It was 
by that mcttns that that mine had paid 
£100,000 in dividends. .At the present time 
he believed that the company had about 
£12.000 in oash, and machinery worth be­
tween £3,000 and £4,000, but Mr. Thomas 
1\Iills, because he could not get that grant 
of £50,000, was determined to close down all 
ventured in which he had an interest in 
Cha.rt'·rs Towers. If that mine were closed 
down it would mean that the Brilliant Deep 
Levels, in which he thought the shareholders 
had pr~ctically paid £150.000 in calls without 
recPiving one penny back in the shape of 
dividends. and other mines, would also close. 
It also meant that the Brilliant Extended, 
which had a quartz-crushing plant and a 
cyanide works-practic·tlly £30,000 or £40,000 
worth of machinery-would have to follow. 
If. something wE're not done to relieve the 
pressure brought to bear on the New Brilliant 
Freehold, the Brilliant Extended. the Bonnie 
Dnndce, and the Brilliant Deep Levels 
would have to close down, and they would 
only be working the mines on the shallow 
levels. He thought something should hE' 
done. The Minister had given assisbnce 
to the drainage board to the extent of £900 
in the first six months, £1,500 for the next 
twelve months, and during the present year 
h•' had been good enough to advance 
£2.000-bccausP there were only four mines 
which could afford to join in the drainage 
board. He maintained that if assistance 
were given to the Brilliant Freehold­
no matter who took it up-to unwater the 
bottom levels and to crosscut, Charters 
Towers would be practically producing suffi­
Picnt gold to keep a population of 25,000 
pNsons there, as it was some few years ago. 
A party took up a tribute on the old Bramble 
rpef out on the Victoria line, and sank 
an underlie about 120 feet and discovered 
payable stone. They were not able to pur­
chase machinery, however. Another reef 
-old Stockholm underlie-which had not 
been worked for about twenty years was 
taken up by a party of private men, who 
applied for a subsidy of £200, which 
the' Government were good enough to grant. 
'l'hey had been working for thirteen weeks 
on half pay, and in another fortnight 
the ohaft would be completed and they would 
be on payable stone. In four or five months 
they thought that they would be finding 
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employment for forty or fifty men. Those 
were a couple of instances. The point he 
wanted to make was that not sufficient 
cncourazement had been given to goldmining. 
Take, for example Croydon. It was prac­
tir;dly down in the dumps, but if money 
were granted to Croydon, Charters Towers, 
Ravenswood, Georgetown, and other places, 
he believed Eufhcicnt success would be realised 
to keep Queensland going again. The State 
had been saved on threr; occasions by gold­
mining, anu he maintained that if sufficient 
subsidy were given to prospecting and deve­
lopment work they would find the industry 
oo1ning to sa.vo Queensland once again. 

HoxoURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hE:ar ! 

* ::Yir. O'SULLIVAX (Ii:enneJy): He was 
sure they all deplored the fact that gold­
mining had gone down throughout the State, 
and he attributed it a good deal to the good 
sew ons which they had had, which had 
caused money to be diverted to other ob­
jects. v,-hcn things were very bad otber­
wi''·e, mining took an upward grade. The 
vcte had been reduced, unfortunately, he 
supposed o·,,ting to the financial position, 
but he did not see that they could blame 
the Go,·ernment for that. What they 
wanted was good administration. He 
thought they had had better administration 
under the present Government than ever 
before. He would like to impress on the 
Go,·ernrr.·ent the desirableness of not granting 
exemption to everybody who came along 
and ac.ked for it, when there were men ready 
to go and take it on tribute. In his own 
electorate at Ravcnswood there was a good 
deal of discussion about the application for 
exemption at the New Ravenswood ]\,line. 
It waq a mine which had not cost the 
holders many thousands of pounds, but he 
supposed it had been one of the best paY­
ing mines in Queensland on the amount ~f 
capital inv0,ted in the first place H had 
declared divid0nds amounting to something 
like three or four times the money invest<~d 
in the first instance. He thought it onlv 
right and woper that the department should 
sec that trilmters who wcrB willing to take 
up that mine should have every facility 
given to them to do so. A n1an there was 
willing to take on the work on reasonable 
terms, bnt thP company. now that they had 
extracted all the gold out of it, in their 
opinion-although there were other m'en who 
kne''' the mine well, and maintained it could 
support a good number of tributers for 
sorre time-wanted to get exemption. Th<~ 
scune company owned a series of mines, and 
the fncilities were there for crushing in 
up-to-date fashion. He believed that one 
of thP most up-to-date and best-equipped 
batteries they had in Qu.eemJand was to 
be found there, and it seemed a pity that 
the whole district should be thrown back, 
simply because a company wanted exemption 
after it had extracted eYery blessed thing 
out of it, and did not wish to lend a blping 
hand to those who wPre willing to prospect 
the place further. He thought one of the 
best votes they could have was the pros· 
pcrtin!l' vote. It assisted men to go out and 
look for new minH or develop the old fields, 
becccuse, as the hon. m'erEber for Qu<?enton 
had pointed out, in Charters Towers, where 
mines were so thick that the shafts were 
only a few hundred feet apart, to-day there 
had been discovered a reef in the centre of 
the field. That went to show that the old 
mining centres had not been worked out. 

There was a tendency on the part of many 
J>Prwns-and he .believed tbe department was 
of tiJC mme opmwn-that the old fields should 
Hot; ln assistc d any more, or should not 
rcccrve a.1n~ groat an1ount of assistanc

1
e, be­

cause thcj: had been worked out. Nobo~y 
knew what hidden reefs there m1ght be m 
tho''" old fields yet. He knew that in Rave!'s-

ood there might IJe a lot of gold st1ll. 
'l',her.· ,, as what th·cy called the " Golden 
IIill." That had a great life before it, pr'?­
vided there "as sufficient capital to tre.a~ It 
properly. It was a loW·ifradc propos;h~n. 
but with up-to-date machmery he behe,ed 
it could ]Je 1.1ade a very payable concern. 
Up on Mount Ley~hon the whole of the 
·,· or king expenses m trea tmg a ton of ore 
onL amounted to 4 '· lld. It was done by 
quarrying it, but ,till it had to ~e crushed, 
and i·he greatest expense mcurrea there ~or 
tr(•a; ing the ore was the water supply, whiCh 
\ ns £Teatcr than any other cxpen~e propor­
lio:mteh·, and still they wore able to cr?sh 
,, ton ~f ore for 4s. lld. IJ some lnnd 
~f '" stem Iik" that could be installed to 
work the Golden Hill propcsition, he tho,ught 
'·C·mething likP the same result wouln be 
provc~d. Rc·ccrt!ng to. the Ravenswood pro­
pc ,itwn, !1e bel101 eel 1t ,;·ould only cost th.e 
Uovcrmn'ent somcthmg hke £2,500, and. It 
would be, the means of employing somethmg 
like sixtv or seyenty men for sonH- con· 
si0,·rab!e' time, which would be a great ad­
\'antP,;'e, not only to tha~ district, lout to 
the :::-.Jorth general!;;, winch was nm~ de­
clining for tlte want of development,, simply 
lwcause mining had not had the fmr show 
it wight have had. There were a. lot of 
other things which existed along w1th the 
n,;ning industry; the woodcarters and the 
tiw !Jc,r-ge+ters supplying firewood, wood, and 
ti1.;ber Tor mining, added a l'?t to. the wealth 
ol the Sbte in timber royalties, mcomc tax, 
and so on. From those sourct~; they ;v~uld 
get more actually than from the mmmg. 
Hl' was very plea sed to see there was a ne;v 
field-it "as a little to the south of h1s 
f'!pctoratc-the ~fount Coulon, wh1ch.

1 
by all 

accounts, was progressing pretty weL. !3ut 
the unfottunr.te thing was it had got mto 
tlw hands of just ono or two who were 
practically g-oing to knock out any others 
who carr,c along. ThE' State should do so':'e­
thing to obviate Mount Coulon gettmg 
into- the hand of any one company, because 
hJ did not think it would be to the be~t 
interests of that particular pl~c!l. to let 1t 
got into such hands. Some fac1htws .should 
also he offered to miners to crush their or~, 
and he hoped it would be done, bv.cause 1t 
would be a great means of developmg t!'at 
countrY, which was in need of cr_ushmg 
facilities. There \Yas a lot of aunferons 
c0untrv right from. RaYenswood down to­
ward3 'Clcrmont, and round Ukaluncla, and 
that wav th0 mineral resources Wi're very 
rich, althoPgh the rc"fs mic;ht not bP very 
b:g: and, if thev could.gct.a field developed 
,., .o]) at 'ionnt C'oulon, 1t m1ght be the means 
of drYPl'lpin'l: tho place round a,?out there. 
and that would gi\'e a great .'mpetus to 
mining. H0 hoped the deep-smkmg vote 
\wuld br expended. In sorr'e pnrts of the 
conntrv where thB reds were not dev'eloped 
tn am: :ere at cxtcnt-500 or 600 feet .deep 
mining meant something beyond the ordmary 
depth. Say, for instance, 700 feet was the 
<kepest thc>v had bec'n down, he ~hought 
the deep-mining vote should be giyen ~o 
test ground at 800 or 900 feet, whiCh, In 
that place, was deep mining. What he 

Mr. O'Sulli1'an.] 
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meant was that they were exploring deeper 
country than had been •explored befoa·e, 
al:<:i that ·,;as one_ of the reasons why the 
vote shoulu be giVen to places which did 
not come under the category of thousands 
?i feet rleep. ;He thought they should go 
;n moro f.-xtenstvely for .geological surveys. 
rh~re had been geological surveys made, 
anp he thought that was one of the greatest 
thmg_s th·_·y could commend the department 
f<?r-Its thorough geological survevs in 
ch!fcrent parts of the country. He d.id not 
thmk any money expended on geologi­
~al surveys was '""ted. On the contrary, 
1t was money well spent, because there were 
many !Y_-en who wer•? at a loss to know the 
gcolo~Jcal character of the country theY were 
explonng. and they saved hundreds-he- might 
sa':' thomands-of pounds by having a know­
]pcfge g1ven to them from these geological 
surveys. It was a gn.~at assistance to mininO' 
not probably directly, but indirectly and h~ 
thought !hey. should congratulate-' the de­
partmC'nt on 1ts geological staff, which had 
dow•. so muc~ g<_>od w:ork for the State. 
~or , mstanPe, It d1scovered the Bowen coal­
nc_ld s g-reat resources. In the Central dis­
trJct t.~ey had the marble discoveries, which 
W<'re tne result of the thorough geological 
system the department had gone in for in 
~he last two m· th1·ee years, and he trusted 
It would be to the benefit of the whole of 
the' State. To ~is mind. they had a. lot of 
1wdev0loped mmerals yer to discover in 
Queensla!1d. They had not come to the end 
of the mmerctl resources or to the end of the 
knowledge of the mineral resources. He be­
lieved there were 'ome great undiscovered 
places that ':v<>uld be for generations to come 
of great ass~stance to the State. H0 was in 
hopes that 'n the gr<'at auriferous countrY 
they had, there would be goldfields round 
e,nd coal developrr.-ents, and that led him 
to the f~ct that in his own electorate, just 
" few mil<'s. out from Pentland, th0re was a 
?oalfield wh1ch ~hawed every prospect of turn­
mg out splendid coal, and he wonlcl like 
the <!0partm0nt t<_> take cognisance of it, and 
to give some ass1stance to develop the coal 
resource' of that part of Queensland. 

The b~ll \ndicated that portion of the hon. 
members bm.e had expu-ed. 

Mr .. O'SULLIV AN" {continuing) said: It 
w~s n~ht over on the fring-e of the great 
V\ e;st .. )nst over the tableland, and it would 
as~1st m the development of the Cloncurry 
ilrld." J~e. !wli,,vecl the report published in 
the 'IYimmg _,Journal" <ome time last year 
;v1s a very fair one. A company was vv~ork­
mp; that at great disadvantages, but he 
thoug-ht they d0served every encom·ag-<'ment. 
and he trnsted_ ~he department would give 
ihem (IV!~ry FL~lSLance noccs~arv for t·he de­
vdopment of it, and do all they could to 
fo~ward the interests of that part of Queens­
land. He hoped the future of mining in 
Queensland would soon take an upward turn. 
He had no fear about th0 mining other than 
gold. '\hey had been blessed in the last few 
Y';'ars_ with great developments in the output 
ot mmerals other than gold, which had taken 
the place of gold development pretty well. 
and ~ad ?een the means of employing a lot 
of gmdmmers who were now conper-mining 
which proved the great rE'sourc~fulness not 
-only of QueenBland but of the mining com­
munity generally, which had been the means 
-o£ saving Queensland several times when 
things !coked very bad. 

[Mr. O'Su1hvan. 

Mr. MAY (Flinders): Before the vote went 
through he just wished to make a. few re­
niB rks. In his speech this afternoon the 
Treasurer brought forward the matter of the 
Gulf port in connection with the Oloncurry 
district. That had been one of his favourite 
ideas for a good many years, in fact ever 
since he had been the representative of the 
Flinders electorate. Speaking with regard 
to the Upper Flinders, the Treasurer said 
that would go within about 200 miles of the 
port. He told the Treasurer they would go 
within 160 miles of J<,he Gulf port if they had 
the connection made up properly, as they 
should have done. He wished the chairman 
of the \Vorks Committee was present. He 
reserved himself and did not condemn that 
commis•ion for not passing that Mount Oxide 
Railway. Had they passed that raqway a 
very large amount of copper would have 
been in the field now, because the line would 
have been built by this time. He knew why 
they turn~d it down. The whole fic'ld was 
not thoroughly examined. and had it been 
he was sure the report of the commission 
would have been different to what it was. 
The official whose report the commission 
went on was hurried, and had to rush over 
the field and could not do justice to the 
district. Had he had time and gone 
thorough!y into the matter, gone down in the 
mines and seen for himself, he would have 
given a very different report to that which 
hL did. With regard to the development of 
Mount Oxide, recently they found a face 
sc.me 17 feet wide carrying practically 40 
per cent. copper. That was an immense 
deposit, and would havl' increased the yield 
this y~ar and next year of the amount of thei_r 
copper supplies to the old country for munl­
tion purposes. The commi-,,ion turned the 
railway down on flimsy evidence, when they 
could have had c,·idence from other people 
in the district-from the warden at Cion­
curry and other people who were most 
enthusiastic "bout it, and were well able to 
judge, knowing the possibilities. of t~e dis­
trict far better than any one m Bnsbane, 
even far better than he himself, and he knew 
ic fairlv well. He said for them to turn 
that down was an act of criminality. In 

fact. he thought they all ought 
[5 p.m.] to be ouartered for turning it 

down. He wished also to go into 
th£· matte!' of coal in the Upper Flinders 
district. Some years ago he placed a pro­
position before the Hon. Mr. Kidston, when 
he was Premier, and he took it up enthusias­
ticallv. There had been indications of coal­
fields' throughout the wholP of that aren. 
just over the Dividing- Range. They had also 
1r:dications on the Upper F'linders, where 
they could ~ee in the face of one of the 
gm-ges a seam S or 9 feet thick. A sample 
was sent rlown to him, but it was too much 
oxidised. If the mftn who took the sample 
had gone in another 5 feet or 6 feet there 
would have been a different tale to tell to­
dav. He believed there would bP some fine 
coal developments in that part of the Gre­
g-ory dis•rict before long. He hoped the 
dPp.artment would allow a geologist to go up 
8nd thoroughly examine that country. 

At two minutes past 5 o'clock p.m., 
Mr. :MACARTNEY called attention to the 

'tate of the Committe0. 
Quorum formed. 
Mr. MAY suggested that motor-carg 

should be provid0d for the use of the in­
spectors of mines instead of the buggies and 
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horses which they used at present. If they 
had motor-cars they could go out to Cameo­
weal much quicker than they did at present. 
An inspector of mines had a good technical 
education, and it would not take him long 
to master a motor-car, and he could take a 
black bov to cook for him just the same. 
Last :.·~a·r the surveyors on the line from 
Dobbyn to ::Yiount Oxide had motor-cars. 
It took three davs to go to Mount Oxide 
by coach, but the surveyors went out in a 
l1ttlc over a clay by motor-car. The Public 
vVorks Commission did not take into oon­
,_ideration the numbm of cattle that would 
h• trucked from that district. They should 
have considered that when they were con­
sidering the construction of the line from a 
mining poiut of vie''. He suggested the 
Government should buil<:l cottages for the 
men living in the Cloncurry district. A great 
number of miners had their homes in 
Charters Towers when they left for the 
Cloncurry district, and if the Government 
built cottn,ges for them and charged a small 
rental they would be able to take their 
wives and families there. Reference had 
been made to the presence of the I.vV.W. 
out there. The unionist- wanted to eradicate 
those men, and if they only had proper 
accommodation out there for the married 
men they could stamp out the I.W.W.-ism. 

Question put and passed. 

lN AID OF MINING. 
The TREAS1:JRER movc•d-That £25,500 

be grante·d "In Aid of :!Wining." 'l'hcre was 
r~ decreasr of £7,500 as compared with the 
appropriation for the previous year. Accord­
ing to thE' Auditor-General's rq1ort £27,102 
was spent last year and they thought £25,000 
would be sufficient for this year. The amount 
for roads and bridges to goldfields was just 
the same. There was <L dccrca'e of £8.000 
in thG amount asked for dc0~J sinking. Only 
£14,000 WQS spent last year and they thought 
£12,000 ,rould be sufficient this year. 

Question put and passed. 

MINING FIELDS. 

~w 'I'REASURER moved-That £25,275 
be granted for "Mining Fieids." 

Question put a.nd passed, 

QUEENSLAND GOVERNMENT MDfiNG JOURNAL. 
The TREASURER moved-That £1,470 be 

granted for " Queensland Government Min­
ing Journal." 

Mr. MAY : He had found that the " Min­
ing Journal" was greatly appreciated in his 
district. He sent fifteen copies from the 
Mining Office, and he also managed to get 
another twenty copies to send to different 
people in his district. He complimented the 
editor. of the " Journal " on its production. 

Question put and passed. 

SCHOOL OF MINES (CHARTERS TOWERS). 

The TREAS1:JRER moved-That £3,036 
be grant•Jd for " Schcol of Mines (Charter; 
Tower)." 

Question put and passed. 

TRUST AND SPECIAL FUNDS. 
HIMIGitATION. 

The TRE'ASURER moved-That £6,751 
be granted for "Immigration," 

Question put and passed 

STATE RETAIL BUTCHERS' SHOPS. 

The TREAS1:JRER moved-'I'hat. £208,200 
bu granted for '' State Retail Butchers' 
Bhops." 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: This was a big 
amount and it was a matter of very great 
import~nce. The matter of the State butchers' 
shops had engaged public attention to a. very 
consi-derable extent. The revelations which 
had been made before the Select Committee 
of the Legislative Council with regard to the 
management of the Sta-te butchers' shops 
reflected very little credit on the Government, 
The general manager, Mr. Ross, held a dual 
pooitwn, as he was a servant of the State 
Government and a servant of the Imperial 
Government. After reading the report of 
the Auditor-General, and other reports, they 
saw that the dual position had brought about 
a conflict of interests which was not very 
clesirablG. Thev would like to know who 
was going to stiffer? It v.:as very impro[:Jer 
that either should suffer-8!ther the Impenal 
Government or the State Government. He 
directed attention to the evidence given by 
Mr. Roes the other day in regard to the 
purchase of some n;eat. B~fore he dea}t 
with that he would hke to pomt out that m 
the course of that examination it was exceed­
ingly difficult to get informatio_n from JI..'Ir. 
Ross, not that he was not anxwus to gr~e 
the> information, but he felt that he was m 
a position that he was subordinated to some 
extent by officers who were over him. As 
a matter of fact, in the course of his evidence 
he pointed that out; first, of all, he was 
subordinate to Mr. McGugan and there was 
certain information he could not give with­
out the sanction of Mr. McGugan ; and 
further, if he got behind Mr. McGugan, he 
cctme into contact with the Minister for 
Lands. It was regrettable that he should 
be in that position, and that the docum~mts 
that were asked for were not forthcommg. 
It was information that was required in 
connection with the managers of the State 
stations and other information, It was 
thought desirable to find out something in 
connection with those stations from which 
supplies came for the meat shops-or ought 
to come-as to how they were run. The 
statement was made that most of those were 
run by aboriginal labour. 

Mr. RoBERTS : State stations? 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: State stations. Well, 
the aboriginal was a native, and he supposed 
he could not be altogether excluded from 
employment in Australia. But at the 
same time they did not want to have their 
Australian stations managed in the same 
way as it was alleged that s?m': private 
stations in the far Western drstrwts were 
managed. They were told, as a matter. of 
fact that one of the managers of a statwn 
had' left because it was proposed to still 
further reduce the staff of white men and 
put aboriginals in their place. The difficulty 
was so great in regard to getting that infor­
mation that Mr. McPherson, the accountant 
in the officP, stated that rather than give it 
he would walk out of the office. Pressed 
as to what he meant, he stated he would 
resign rather than give the information. 
Again he did not think that that gentleman 
was a:verse to giving the information, but 
he felt that he was so bound by the orders 
of those who were superior to him that he 
could not conscientiously give that informa­
tion, and that rather than give it he would 

Hon. J. Tolmie.l 
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ha ye to send in his resignation. If that was 
the poeiiion in the public service-that thpo; 
could not get information when they wanted 
it-it W-IS a very unde,irable position, and 
one which ought to be correcte·d. In dealing 
more particularly with the evidence of Mr. 
Roe-,, there was disclosed the fact that the 
Government obtained £19,000 from the 
Federal Government for services which were 
not rendered. 

The TREASURER : That is mentioned in the 
Auditor-General's report. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: Yes, it was mentioned 
in the Auditor-General's report; but until 
the evidence elicited it in conenction with 
the inquiry which was held they were in 
ignorance as to all the facts connected with 
that £19,000. They were under the impre,·­
sion that that was money which was received 
for services rendered ; but there were no 
services r"ndered and the only reason that 
they obtained that £19,000 was that thev 
"had"-he was only using the expression ,;f 
tlw manager of the department-the Federal 
Government to the extent of that £19,000. 
That £19,000 was obtained from the Federal 
Government, so they were told, in payment 
to a certain extent, for meat to feed the 
soldiers. In question 1784 Mr. Stephens 
as)wd Mr. Ross-

" Was that beef to feed the soldiers in 
the camp here ?-No, I know it was 
bought to feed soldiers, but not those in 
camp in Queensland." 

Further information elicited the fact that the 
meat was sent to Melbourne. Question 1794 
was-

" I think you told us that the storage 
cost the Government nothing ?-No, I say 
it was a deal. We did not pay the meat­
works anything." 

Qlwstion 1797-
" Did you hear what they wanted the 

meat for when they made the deal ?-I 
think 1t was for the troops. 

"That means vou knew this was for 
British troops, ~nd you, as a British 
oflicial, a- a matter of fact, struck them 
under a British contract for £19,000 ?­
I ·don't a·dmit that at all." 

'l'he>re was where the dual position came in 
and creatc>d a difliculty for the witness. He 
ha ! to do the be ,t ho could for the State 
GovernnlGnt, and ho was dealing ·vHth meat 
that we.; for the troop"· It did not matter 
whether it was for the troops at Enoggera, 
at Broadrnoadows, or in the trenches in 
Flanders. the meat was being bought for 
that pm·posc. Mr. Stephem ,aid-

" 'I'hat is what you say ?-I don't say 
that at all. You want to put me in the 
position of a British official making a 
profit out of the British Government." 

'vV ell, there was nothing personal. He did 
m<tke a profit out of the British Govern­
ment, or the Federal Government-as the 
caso might be. He did make that profit of 
£19,000, but he did not make it for himself 
-that must be clearly understood; he made 
:t for the Government of Queensland. 

Question 1805 was-
" Did the action resulting from the 

breach of contract rest upon you or upon 
someone else? '; 

He wanted to be loyal to his chief. He did 
not give him away, but he said-

" I have the Ministerial chief over me 
(::\1r. Hunter)." 

[Hon. J. Tr.lmie. 
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He could not conscientiously put himself in 
the position of accusing himself, but he said, 
, .. l have the Ministerial chief over me." The 
i1ext quc.~~ion 'vas-

" Was it vou or the ::\Iinister who was 
responsible 'for getting that £19,000 for 
the breach Qf contract '-Unless I look at 
thE' papers I won't say who was re9pon­
sibk I know I got the money, and I 
got it for my department." 

QI''" tion 1815-
" You made a ~Dntract for a certain 

quantity of meat to be supplied to you. 
Did the people with whom you made 
that contract fine you ?-\Ve were not 
bound to pay that. If they didn't look 
far onDugh ahea·d to 'have' us, that is 
their lookout." · 

Y1~as that tb0 relationship that should exist 
l:otween the Government and those who were 
supplying it in thGse meat contracts?-" If 
they didn't look far enough ahead tQ 'have' 
u•, that is their lookout." \Vas the rela­
tionship one of studied and careful watohful­
ne" on the part of the meat companies to 
"have " the Government, and on the part 
c,f the Government to "have" the meat com­
pnni<'s '! He could got no oiher meaning out 
c.f the sentence-the que·tion and answer. 
'I'ilen he was a ... kcd-

" You didn't dQ it from a sense of 
duty, did you?" 

Then the rem .. rkable answer came-

" I know, if I did a thing like that in 
war time, I would expect to go to gaol 
foJ' it.'' 

That was very strong evidence-that that 
man's "ctions beb; ecn the Federal Govern­
rr-ent and the State Government were such 
that the principal Executive officer himself 
''a .. under the impression if it was a case 
of priyate individl!als doing the business in 
war time that he expected to go to gaol. 
He f•aid that the Government "had" the 
cvmp>wies because the companic's were not 
snJ.art enough to "have" the GoYcrnment. 
If St<tte entcrpris< '• were to be carric'd on 
in Lhat wa v, it was a very regrettable th,ng 
fen· Qm·cn,;land that they ever started it. 
In the course of examination he was ques­
tioned upon the prDfit that had arisen in 
connection with that meat business, and he 
'-,id that £35,000-roughly speaking-profit 
\>as made in the way in which he had stated 
-mmwv that ought to vo either to the Com­
monwealth Government Qr to the British Go­
vcrnmPnt; in any caoe, money that QUght 
nev~r to have gone into an honest Treasury. 
That was the whole position in regard to the 
matter-that that £19,000 should never have 
gone into the Queensland Treasury. That 
would rrduce the profit down to £16,000, and 
that was a profit that had been made s:m the 
,. holesale business that had been earned Qn 
aud not by the State butchers' shops. If 
they turned to the State butchers' shops they 
found that the net profit as something 
under £6,000. If they took into account the 
cost of purchasing the meat and the cost of 
canying out the State butch,ers' shops, they 
WQu]d find that the nE't proht on the trans­
action last voor-:t very favourable yenr 
indeed, so far as the State butchers' shops 
were concerned-was a shade under 4 per 
cent. 

The TREASURER: You will never be satis­
fied until you see these shops done away 
with. 
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HoN. J. TOLMIE: He would never be 
~atisfied until he saw the affairs of this State 
being carried on in such a way that the 
lillger of scorn could not be pointed at them. 
Xow. those were the conditions disclosed in 
the cvidcnc<> taken before the Select Com­
mittee the other day and acknowledged by 
the State -en-ants; in fact, acknowledged 
heca,use the information was dragged out of 
witnr· ·"CS. They made every attempt to pro­
tect th-eir superiors in office, and the evi­
,icnce dicrloscd a situation that was very 
l'C•pr<>hensib!c indeed. As a matter of fact, 
m all good Gm·ernments the 1\!Iinister, or the 
U ndcr Secretarv. or the chief official would 
take the Ycspon;ibility of any action that ha<'! 
been taken and would protect his juniors, 
hut in rcbtion to this Government the or-der 
-o£ things was changed. All along the evi­
cvnce had been that it was the junior officer 
' ho, the whole of the time, had to protect 
Lit' ministPr or protect the officer who was 
' nior to him in office; and he, apparently, 
-.··as protc cting the Minster. A condition of 
tlwJ kinrl could not last. Now, he was point­
ing out that the not profit on the transactions, 
apart JJtogother from the money that was 
c brained by the wholp,,ale pur~hase of beef 
;n.d tltP , .. holccale sale of beef, was some­
ching like under 4 per cent. Quite a number 
• .f butcher"··' shop'" had been opened, and if 
rhe:r were going to work on the basis of a 
profit of 4 per cent. or less than 4 per cent., 
it would not be very long before some of 
tbo,,e en! crpriscs wQuld get into a serious 

position. As a matter of fact, if 
[5.30 p.m.] thev looked up the report of the 

Auditor-General, on page 8, they 
wculd find the ven· small margin of profit 
utrrit•·d b:. 'ome of the shops. At one the 
net profit was £2 6s. 10d. ; at Maryborough it 
wu·. £7 5s. 6d.; at Rockhampton No. 3 it 
vas £48; at Paddington, £24; and at Gym­
pie £48. At a time like the present, when 
tlJt' Government were finding it absolutelv 
necessary to put so much taxation on the 
people, thPy cr1gagt d in an enterprise which, 
,1t any rate, did not appear to show a very 
y,·ido margin of profit. :\1r. Ross stated the 
nther d:~v that about 800 bullocks were treated 
bv Birt 'an.d Go. for the Queensland Govern­
nccnt. If the Government were ·o anxious 
to reduce the price of beef and give the 
workers of Brisbane, not to say anything 
about tbe workers outside Brisbane, an op­
portunity of getting cheap meat, would they 
Dot h:.ve put that beef into their own shops 
after it had been frozen? Ko; they sold the 
.. ,·hole of that beef to the Imperial Govern­
ment or tlH Commonwealth Government, be­
cause the; were getting 4~d. for meat which 
tbev were' able to buy from the various meat­
,-o;ks at 3~-d. Good financing, good busi­
ness, perhaps, but that was not the reason 
v·hy the enterprise was called into existence 
-fm· the purpose of trying to destroy an 
industrv carried on by private individuals. 
The l\Iinister for Public Lan<'!s told them 
la,.t night that he had effected a reduction 
in the price of meat through Queensland, or 
mther, to the metropolis, by taking cattle 
hum Dillalah and putting them into the sale­
yards at a time when the saleyards had a 
surplus of stock over and above what the 
Government sent in. But the Minister did 
not tell the people of Queensland that he 
l'ept those 800 bullocks, instead of putting 
tllem into the shops on the basis of 3~d., or 
perhaps less, and sold that meat for 4~d. an<'! 
reaped a profit thereby. 

,. 1\!Ir. GUNN (Ca.rnarvon): The Government 
ha vo b0en trying to get a lot of kudos out 
nf the butchers' shops business. They were 
L""ing- to make out that their starting those 
sh.ops was reducing the price of meat in 
Queensland considerably, and that since they 
came into power the cost of living was 
cheaper than in any other State. But they 
ft>und, by looking at Knibbs, that the in­
crease-d cost of living in Queensland was 
greater than in any other State of Australia. 
'I'he Premier, as reported in the " Stan­
"iurd" of 8th No.-ember, delivered a speech 
m :V1elbournc on the matter. He was re­
porte-d-

" Th' Prcmi<'r of Queensland last 
night, at St. Kilda Town Hall, said that 
Ministers and mcrrtbers Rhoul:-1 corrtl~ down 
from their nedestals and do things which 
wou.ld make the people better off. The 
pric:< of chops was too homely a thing 
for most Ministers to trouble about, but 
in Queensland they had given the con­
sumers meat at half the price charged 
in other Statf's. Thcv went to the bed­
rock in Queensland. They spent £688.000 
on cattle stations, and they now had 
105,000 head of cattle and 2,000 horses. 
Not only conk! they sell cheap meat, but 
when the agents were cornering stock 
thev sent, sav. 200 fat cattle to the Enog­
!rcra s.t!eya1:ds, and prices dropped as 
rnuch as Lh. por head.'' 

:;\ow, what were the facts'! They knew very 
well that the Premier did not enter into any 
ccmpact with the growers of meat, but cal1ed 
the meat cc;mpani0s together and arranged 
that thoy should sell all their frozen meat. to 
the Imperial authorities at 4£d. per lb., with 
:. reservation of 7,000 tons per annum at 3d., 
nnd 3~d. frozen, for his butchers' shops. 
With regard to the State stations, after all 
l--ad been said and done, would it not have 
been a good idea to bring the cctttle direct 
to Brisbane, slaughter them, and use. them 
In the State shops? On the contrary, .m the 
vc·rv hardest time of the year, when 1t was 
jo,,r~i to get fat cattle anywher<>, instead of 
rntting thejr ';cttle through the yards or 
throug·h their own butchers shop-", they sent 
SOC of them to Birt and Co., when butchers 
in Queensland could har,dly _buy a beast at 
the mlcs. Ir:stead of puttmg the Mount 
J-T utton cattle through the yards here or 
throurrh their own shops they sold them to 
11 NeZZ· South 'Nalcs speculator, who ~eso!d 
some of the fats to one of the compames m 
Brisbane. and the pri·;ate butcher got no 
,,·,portunitv to buy them. Again, they sold 
t~ Skycs, 'of New South Wales, 1,060 )Jul­
locks at Charleville. Some of those nug:J1t 
leave come through Brisbane. Then, agam, 
th<' other day they sold 2,400 store bullocks 
at ,£13 a head to another New South. Wales 
bmPr, a Mr. \Villi:nns. They did th<>u very 
b;ct to prevent a private individual from 
sc·lling- a beast to Kew South \Vales, but they 
themsl'lves sold to New South Wales buyers 
\!.500 from Mount Hutton, and 1,060 and 
2,480 cattle in other cases, a total of 12,_960, 
"t the verv time when they were reqmred 
for the Brisbc.ne saleyards. They competed 
with the unfortunate private butcher, but 
thev bought their meat at 3d. per lb. 

l\Ir. McMrNN: Did you not make a com­
plaint not very long ago that we were 
starving the people of New South \Vales? 

Mr. GUNN: Ho may have done so; he 
believed that since they had gone in for 
Federation they should share their stock with 

Mr. Gunn.] 
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New South \Vales. He did not believe that 
the Government should send their cattle to 
"'ew South WalPs and prevent private owners 
from doing the same thing. .'l.t ar.y rate, 
they gave 3d., or 3~d. frozen, for their meat, 
and the unfortunate private butcher had to 
spend 5d. and 6d. for the same meat on the 
hoof at Jh3 Brisbane saleyards. How did 
they expect the private butcher to compete 
with that sort of thinu? The Government, 
moreover, paid ne ta~cs or rates, they de­
liv<>red no meat and thev sold for cash. 
·what was the rc·snlt? Butcher after butcher 
v.~ent insolvent in Brisbane. 

:\1r. GILUAY: Name one of them. 

Tl'[r. GUNN: Thev might not have gone 
insolvent, bnt they 'shut up. (Government 
laughter.) That was the same thing as 
going insolvent. The Government ought to 
have given the private butchers the right to 
purchase meat at the meatcYorks at 4~d., the 
same rate as that at which they supplied the 
Imperial Gov<>rnment, and then the private 
butcher could hwe competed with the State 
butchcr6 on a fai1· basis and the people would 
ha',, g-ot ch<>aper meat than at the present 
time. 

He haC! prepared a statement with refer­
<>nce to the prices of cattle at the time when 
the Government claimed to have reduced 
price, at the Enogg-era sa!eyards. On 3rd 
October the price of beef at the Enoggera 
saleyards was from 58s. to 60s. per 100 lb., 
and only 280 head were yarded. On lOth 
October the price was 60s., and only 425 
cattle were yarded. There were no State 
cattle on either of those davs. At that time 
the State was freezing its cattle and selling 
it to the Imperial Government, but when 
the drought was over and the graziers were 
beginning to send their cattle in. the butchers 
waited on the Government and begged and 
prayed them to send some of their cattle 
through the yards. The Government agreed, 
and when they found that selling their cattle 
tl.uongh the yards was more profitable than 
sending them to Birt and Co., they continued 
to do so. On the 17th October the price per 
100 lb. was 52s. 6d., and 700 head were 
yarded, of which ninety were State cattle. 
Did hon. members mean to say that ninety 
head of cattle brought down the price to 
that extent? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : 0£ 
course, they did. 

Mr. BAYLEY : They made no difference. 

Mr. GUNN: When the private people 
sent in 610 cattle the Government sent ninety 
hE<ad. On the 24th October the price was 
47s. 6d. ; there were 780 cattle yarded, of 
which eight;;o were State cattle. On the 31st 
October the· price was 46s.; 700 head were in 
the yards, of which none were State cattle. 
h was a strange thing, too, that while all 
that was going on tJ10 price of cattle was 
decreasing in New South Wales at just the 
same rate as in Queensland. It reminded 
him of a story of St. Patrick, when he cursed 
the frog~ and snakes in Ireland. his curse 
was so virulent that it soaked through the 
earth and killed the frogs and snakes in 
New Zc·o.land, on the oth<>r side of the world. 
(Laughter.) So that there was no doubt 
:vhen they reduced the price of cattle at the 
sf1levards at Newma1·ket, the electric influ­
ence of this wonderful Government g-ot over 
the yards in Brisbane, Sydney, Melbourne, 
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and all the other States, and reduced the 
price of eattlc. 

Mr. BEBBIXGTON: Just those seventy-nine 
head of cattle. 

Mr. GUNN: On 7th November meat weni 
down to 44s. ; there were 700 cattle in, eighty­
two of them belonging to the State. On the 
14th it rose a.gain to 47s., and there were m• 
State cattle in. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: That. 
proves it. 

llfr. GUNN: But there was nobody else'& 
cattle in, there was a bare market; there 
were onlv 450 head of cattle in the yard. 
On the 21st meat was 52s. It rose again 
pretty considerably. There were 600 cattle 
in, thirty-one belonging to the State. Thr· 
magic did not work that da::·. On the 29th 
meat was 52s., just the sa;:w price ~s the 
week before; there were 551 cattle m, no 
State cattle. If the State Government 
wanted to have the Brisbane market, as far 
a.s the graziers were concerned, they would 
be very glad to see the Government putting 
their cattle through the Enoggera yar~s. 
Nobody wanted the see the people of Brm· 
bane having to pay dearly for their mea!·· 
Oi course, the grazier wanted to get a fan· 
price for his meat, but he expected to have 
the markets of the world. like' everybody else, 
to dispose of his products in. If a labouril!g 
man could get better and more wages m 
America or in anv otber part of the world, 
he had the ri,;ht' to dispose of his labour 
there. 

Mr. McMIXN : He has the right but not the 
means, unfortunately. 

Mr. GUNN: He could· easily get the 
means. 

Mr. McMINN: Would he walk to America? 

Mr. GUNN: He would like also to mention 
the dual capacitv of the supervisor of the 
meatshops. Ther"e was no doubt it must be 
a very invidious position to be employed by 
the ImperioJ Government a.nd by the State 
Government. He did not think anyone could 
obev two masters and he would just like to 
read a paragraph' from the Auditor-General's 
report on State industrial undertakings. The 
A.uditor-Gencral said-

" Butcher Shops-
" 21. The following salaries of officers, 

portion of whose services is rendered to 
the State butcher shops, were paid from 
the Imperial meat fund:-

Supervisor-£600 per annum. 
Assistant supervisor-£312 per annum. 
Accountant-£312 per annum. 

" It will be seen on page 8 that an 
amount of £450 has been debited against 
the State butcher shops, a.nd £150 against 
supervi•,ors' account ; total £600 for 
supervision. 

"The accountant. who was employed 
('ntirely on butc·her shops work, drew 
snlarv to the amount of approximately 
£520. for the period ended the 30th June 
last, whicb leaves only £80 as a charge 
for duties performed by the supervisor 
and his a.esistant, and, considering that 
the but0her shops have been in operation 
for eighteen months, this appears to be 
quite inadequate." 

The Government not only had robbed the Im­
perial Government, or the Federal Govern­
ment, of £19,000 for storage of beef that 
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they did nob store, but also they managed 
their butcher shops by officials paid by the 
Imperial Government, and only getting a 
small portion of their salary! from the State. 
Not only that, but the cost of the law actions 
against Mrs. Duncan for trying to take 
her cattle to the market she was in the 
habit of going to for years and years was 
placed on the shoulders of the Imperial Go­
vernment. The Imperial Government had 
enough to do to fight for their liberties and 
to keep them free from for0ign influence 
OY<'rrunnin<; this fair land without taking 
therYJ "down" in that wo,y. It wa' a dis­
graceful thine; that they sh_ould be robbing 
the people who were fightmg for them at 
the present ti_,,, in the way thc.r v, ere doing. 

, Then, again, what was the value of all those 
meatshops in Brisbane to the people living 
in the country? They did not get a bit of 
benefit. It was all just simply window­
dre--o.ing '"'d electioneering for the people 
who lived near the b'c; c-:ntrcs of population. 
The poor people who lived in the country, in 
places like Stanthorpe and Inglewood, had 
to go and buy their meat, and they could 
not get the cha.nce of State butchers' shops, 
but if thev allov:cd the countrv butchers to 
come down to the meatwork-, ,;:nd lmv meat 
on thr- :,ame termJ as the Imperial Govern­
ment, they could bke 'it up there and sell it 
at a rea onabl0 rate. Cattle did not s~''Y fat 
all the year round The:· got fat al'Cl they 
got lean according to ihe seasons, and tht>re 
were alw~ys leJn years juct : - '" ll a there 
\ve-re ~eut yea1~:-:., and th0re \vou1d -ahYa""~,Ts b:: a, 
scarcity of cattle at the saleyards ·at one 
period of the year, and at that period. if 
there h:-tppenecl to be 1n~ctt in thn works 
privatP butcbeL:; should ,:;et uu opportunity 
of buyipg some of that 1neat jn::t thQ ,,ame 
as anybody cl e. 

The bell indicated that a further portion 
of the hon. member's time had expired. 

1Ir. GU:i\TN said he had another fivE> 
minutes, but would use it later on. 

Mr. ROBERTS (East Too1ooom.ba): There 
was no doubt the information brought out in 
.-~·idencB b,- the Select Committee that ha.d 
been sitting en State enterprises showed thn 
way in v::1ich the depa.rtment was working 
was on anything but business methods. and 
methcds which peoplo might call honest or 
dishonest. St :temcn+_.:, were made bv the 
leadN of the Opposition tl<at afternoon re­
guding :\Ir. Ross not being prepared to 
answer certain questions without having first 
consultEd the :Minieter, and if hon. members 
read those questions they would know prdty 
well that Mr. Ro's v;as fulh- seized with thE> 
information h<> had been a·sked for bv that 
Committee. Mr. Ross could quite ;eadily 
have told the Committee that so far as the 
dep•.rtment was concerned there was no claim 
against it by the m0at companies for that 
£19,000. and that v;hen thev were making 
the claim on the Commonwealth Mr. Ross 
YYas in a nocition to know that no claim 
would be n1ade b'" the meat compa.nie-; for 
that amount of money. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : The 
meat companies niade a. claim for a. quarter 
of a million against the Government. 

?\Jr. ROBERTS: He was concerne+:l just 
for the moment with another matter ~Jto­
f(dher. Some time ap:o the people of Ips­
wich. the workers of Ipswich, 1verc anxious 
to "et a State butcher's shop, and a deputa­
tio;; waited on the Minister for Lands. who 
told them it was up to them to esta.blish a 
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co-operative concern in that district. In the 
course of time that co-operative business -w·as 
estabEshed, and he noticed that there was a. 
peculiar instance there of how the State 
went out of their way to help their friends. 
Some time ago tenders were called for the 
supply of meat to the Goodna and ~andy 
Gallop Asylums. He had taken exception to 
this before and contended that if there was 
anything in S_~ate cntcrpri&e ~nct Sta!e con­
trol thev should look after their own mstrtu­
tions fir:st In ::'\ew South Wales. when the 
}Iinister there-Mr. Hall-established a State 
bakery, he installed tho busir,ess first to 
supply the different 'State· in,titutions, and 
then, if there was a "urplu;,, he would deal 
with the cc•mmunitv and let them have the 
benefit if thoro was" a. benefit to be got. The 
Queensland Government called tenders for 
the supph of meat at Goodna and Sandy 
Gallop, and the successful tenderer turned out 
to be the Co-operative Butchering Companv 
and thev found that the meat wa; first of air 
taken f~om the State butcher shop. supplied 
to th:' Co-operatiYe Company_ and then 
passed over to the State institutions, and on 
th'lt the company charged the contract pri?e, 
which was Hd. per lb. more than the prrce 
at which the Si ate supplied it. As a. Tesult, 
he saw t!H~rc 1vas a person ·writing in the 
"Quecnsla'ld Time:'" of the 12th of October, 
and pointing out that at the least on that 
meat the institutions were losing £2.000. 
That >'.as an in,tancc which did not appear 
to ,him at all reasonable. That gentleman 
pointed out also that when the Minister for 
Lands issued a proclamation controlling the 
price of meat, his proclamation was that the 
',une pric0 wns to be charged in Ipswich as 
in Brisbane. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : The 
:Minister for Lands never issued a proclama­
tion. 

Mr. ROBERTS: He was inclined to believe 
the statemenh set out in the paper, that the 
Minister for Lands-Mr. Hunter-issued a 
proclamation-acting for the Chief Secretary 
-he was told bY the hon. member for Too­
wong. At any" rate, the proclamation was 
issued on behalf of the Queensland Govern­
ment, either by the Minister for Lands or 
ome other authority, and that proclamation 

contained tho information that meat was to 
be retailed in Ipsy, ich at the ,ame price as 
in Bric'Jane. The co-operative concern he 
had referred to was allowed to reta.il the 
meat thov got from the State shop at 2d. 
per lb. more th<n was charged in B_risb,·ne. 
T.hev had hPard a lot about profiteenng and 
abo<;t the Federal Government not taking 
<tdion .against men who had not conformed 
with the prices regulations. \Vhat was the 
hon. the Minister for Lands, who acted for 
the Chief Secret:n·y, doing in regar,d to that? 
He had an opportunitv, if he put into force 
the pm:-er he pos,PPOed," of allowing the people 
of Ipswich to have meat at 2d. per lb. less 
t.han ihey were getting it faT. The more 
thev saw of State industries the more they 
see;ned to b.ave tried to give preference to 
their own particular people and to handicap 
the individual. As a matter of fact, as he 
had already r-ointed out, they were the moans 
of closing up shops and putting men out of 
employment, and in the letter he had re­
ferred to reference was made to the fact 
tha.t shops in Ipswich were closed and men 
out of emplovment. When the deputation 
waited on the "Minister for Lands asking that 
meat might be supplied to them on the same 
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terms as the f'o-onerative CompanY, the 
Minister told them to go and ~ee :\Ir: Roes, 
the State manager. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LA~ms : I could 
not do that, because JI.Ir. Ross was not in 
Bri·-bane at the time. 

::Ylr. ROBERTS: Tho :'\Iinder told tLc.:n 
if the State shop could not supply them, 
then they might try the Co-opcratiyo Com­
pany. \Vhat did that mean~ The Minicter 
must have known when he was ,making tJ:at 
statement that, as far as the Co-operatiY<' 
Company were concerned, they were draw­
ing their supplies from the State shop. The 
number of employees in the retail shops had 

been reduced, and the number 
[7 p.m.] engaged in the killing yards 

c.lso showed a falling-off. That 
meant that the establishment of State 
butcher shops was graduallv crushing the 
other, out of the businecs. T'hey also found 
that the very institution which the Govern­
ment used to talk about so much when they 
were in opposition, namely, the institution 
on the bank of the Brisbane River, and the 
various other meatworks, were really in­
creasing their profits as the result of the 
State enterprises. There was a great differ­
ence between the price paid for meat sup­
plied to the retail shops and the price paid 
by the I,mperial Government to the State 
Govern,ment for meat for the Imperial 
troops. They knew that the State paid 
£8 15s. for the meat they got from the meat­
works, while the Imperial Government had 
to pay £13 10s. 9d. for the meat purchased 
from the State Government. A Commission 
recently sat in Victoria in connection with the 
price of meat, and he took the following; 
extract from the '·Daily Mail" of the 16th 
October with reference to that Commission-

" 'With respect to meat, the Commis­
sion is satisfied that there is no com­
bination a,mong farmers, graziers, stock 
the station agents, wholesale dealers, or 
butchers in Victoria, either to keep back 
stock or maintain prices. 

" It adds : 'The immediate cause of 
the high prices is the scarcity of stock 
at present coming forward. In normal 
times Victoria does not produce enough 
cattle for its own comsumption. Tho 
deficiency is made up by stock from New 
South \Vales and Quec'u,bnd. The 
source of supply in Quoe,Island Is at 
pre ent partially sealed up as a con­
sequence of that State's embargo, as it 
is usually termed. ThP Queensland Go­
vernment agreed with the Imperial Go­
Yernment to sell the whole of the export­
ablP surplus of meat at an agr-eed pricf'. 
The precise meaning of the exportable 
surplus is not known to the Commission, 
but it is understood that the exporbble 
surplus is con;•,trued by the Queensland 
Gc.•:ernment to mean, not the requirc·­
ments of the whole of Australia. but 
only what is not required for consum;o­
tion in Queensland. The Queensland 
statuto in question is a war measure. 
and its result has heen that other States 
have been during its operation deprived 
of their 110rmal and I'atural suppb·.' ,. 

That was the position thev found at the pre­
sent time with regard to the Queensland Go­
vermnent. The other week the Premier went 
down South and talked about the cheap 
meat he was finding for the people of Aus­
tralia, and the contracts he had ,made, yet 
t-he Oommis"·ion brought in their report 
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eho·,··ing that till' action of the (~ur·ensland 
Gonrnme>nt tended to rob the other State'; 
cf what had been their · ourccs of supply i01 
prev~OU"'-• yenrs. 'l1hc:1 ag·ain, the Queensland 
Goyernmc·nt made a prolit out of the>ir trans­
'"dious with the other States. There wa.• no 
dishonour in selling meat to the peuple uf 
the oth e St::ct<'S at cost price, but ti1e 
Quc>ensland Government were making a pro­
fit and crediting it to the retail shop'. As 
was shown by the Leader of the Opposition. 
the State held in trust the sum of £19.000. 
If Mr. Robs, the manager of the State shops, 
wanted to do the fair thing, and wanted 
to show davlight in the business, he should 
have shmn~ that he held that £19,000 in 
trust. It ·,:bowed that the transacticris from 
beST"inning to end vYere n1ost unreasonable. 
and would be looked upon as dishonest if 
applied to any trade in this State. 

:'vir. GILDAY (Ithaca): He was surpris0d 
at the remark of the hon. member for East 
Too\roomba that the estab!ishmf'nt of tho 
State shops put a nu,mber of employees out 
of emplovment. He took it that the hon. 
member \vas referring to Toowoomba. 

Mr. RoBERTS: I was referring to the State 
shops. 

11r. GILDAY: The hon. member said in 
dealing with the mwt question that the 
estab!i,hment of the Statcc shops had the• 
result of putting a number of men out of 
ClTIDlOY111C11t. 

~lr .. ROBERTS: Yes, in Brisbane. 
:".lr. GILDAY: The hon. gentleman was 

talking about the number of men put out of 
emplovn1ent. In 'I'oowoomba alone over 
twent:;"-seyen ernployes were put off in Of.le 
wee~, but it had nothing whateyer to do 
with the State enterprises. 

Mr. ROBERTS: I didn't say it had. 

::Y1r. GILD AY: The hon. gentleman was 
endeavouring to mislead the people of 
Queensland. He was trying to ma.\<:e the 
people 1Jelieve that, owing to certam Go­
vernment shops being opened, 1nen were put 
oft. He could assure the Committee that tJ:e 
same number of men were still employed m 
the meat iudustrv in Brisbane as there were 
two or three years ago. No 'doubt a large 
number of tl;c, butchers employed in the 
State shops to-clay were previously employed 
by some other master butcher, . but _if the 
l:"tate shops ha;d' not been openeq m Bnsbane, 
then a number of master butchers would 
have had to close their shops. That was 
recognised hy the ma•ter butchers themselves. 
),bout 'ix or eight wer ks ago he had a con­
ference with the master butchers when they 
wore end ea youring to get a certain arnount Of 
beef from the State Goyernment. That con­
ference included the large butchers of Bris­
bane, who wanted to get some meat from 
the Stare GoYernment, They ga;e him to 
understand that it ·sas the State shops in 
Brisbane that had prevented a shortage of 
meat. One hHge butcher stated that if it 
had not :Jcen for the State butehers' shops 
half the peopk in Brisbane would have been 
unable to get meat. They knew perfectly 
well that there had been a big drain on the 
meat indusir:: during the last twelve months 
or so, with the result that cattle were getting 
scarcer and pric,•s h·'d gone up, and had the 
State not aliocated for local consumption 
a certain amount of meat killed at the 
various meat\vorks. things would have been 
much worse than they were to-day. It must 
not be forgotten that the whole of the people 
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·Of Queensland were cndeaYotuing to get n1eat 
-cheaper than they were getting it at the 
present time. There had been requests from 
all over Queensla nd-even from the cattle 
country-for tbe Goyerne1cnt to extend their 
operations and it was only lately that the 
men connect••cl wich tb~ cattle industrv had a 
meeting to see if thrcy could not so arrange 
n1atters at the Enog'~,,cra sale yards that the 
people would get meat cheaper than they 
wore gettiug it at the pruent time. He 
had not heard that anything had c-J!llO of that 
meeting, but it shO\ved that the time had 
arrived when they "ould have to do some­
thing to pruvide the people with cheaper 
1neat. _\ good deal had been sai'd .in regard 
to the £19,00'1 receind from the Common­
wealth Government. As a matter of fact, the 
Con11110ll\vcalth Govcnunent 1nade arrange­
ments with the Minioter to get a certain 
amount of meat to supply the 1·arious mili­
tary cm11ps throughout Australia. Private 
enterprise got up in arms on that account, 
with th~ result that the F0deral Govern· 
ment did not keep to their contract. and the 
meat was left on the hands of the Queensland 
Government, and they ha.d to pay storage 
tu the v,arious meatworks. 

?.Ir. lliACARTl\EY: They did not. 

1\Ir. G ILDA Y: A certain amount of stor­
.age had to be paid on that meat and the 
Commonwealth Government had to pay the 
Queensland Govern•nent £19,000. 

Mr. l\lAcARTl\EY: What for? 

Mr. G ILDA Y: For a portion Df the stor­
age. .Private enterprise interfered, and the 
Commonwealth Government thought it would 
not do to fall out with those people. When 
the Prime Minister got into power with a 
certain crowd, he knew perfectly well that 
it was no use fm· him to deal with the State. 
He had to look after the other fellow. On 
that occasion the Victorian Government coul-d 
have got cheap meat for the people of 
Victoria notwithstanding that the hon. mem­
ber for East Toowoomba stated that the 
price of meat in Victoria was high owing to 
the e.mhargo in Queens!a.nd. 

:Mr. RoBERTS: You ha Ye not finished that 
explanation about the £19,000. 

Mr. G ILDA Y: He had giYen a sufficient 
explanation. The Victorian Government had 
an opportunity of gPtting cheap meat from 
the Quc0nsland Government. The SDuth 
Australian Go,-ernmem also had an oppor­
tunity of ge~ting meEt much cheaper than 
their pc Jple were getting it to-day. Thooe 
Gon'rnments turned down the proposal of 
tbo Queensland Govcrnnwnt. A lot had been 
-,aiel in regard to trw price of moat for 
Imperial purpo "es~ and ~lso in regard to ~,~:e 
price c' meat for local co,lsmuption. lt ha-d 
been repe,1teclly stated b,- hon. members 
npposite that tl;e Gowrnm~nt ha:l nDt given 
the squatter a fair dr,_J, because thev were 
o;,]y paying 3~d. or less for meat for loc,al 
consumption. He con·,idered that the com­
ranies were getting a good price for their 
J!l(?at and the squatters were also getting a 
good price from the meatworks. Hon. mem­
bers opposite had argued that 4~d. was too 
high a price on the <me hand. an{! that the 
prir ' for IDeal consmyption "a too IDW. 
He had never heard of such an ar,nunent in 
all his life. 'I'he Government offered the 
meat companies a standard price for meat 
for local consumption and fDr home consump­
tion, under certain conditions, but that offer 
was not acceptable to the meatworks, with 

the re,u!t the Gove1·nment entered into a. 
contract on sonle\vhat si1nilar lines to the 
l&st contract. Hon. members opposite had 
stated that the meat sPnt to tlle Imperial 
uuthoTitit ,, \Vas for thl' 1 )0~, _j 1ighti1_,g in the 
trenches and that the Govermncnt should not 
h..tve charged such a high price for it. If 
the In1pe-rial authoritie& \Yere ~ettiHf.:' the 
n1cat at 4~cl. here, :hen the troops ought to 
get it at a much ch'"'per price than that at 
which it >vas doled out to them across the 
water. The Government had to consider 
that the large numbers of dependents of those 
men wlw were .,1t the front had to be safe· 
guarded so far as foodstuffs were concerned, 
and the State butdwrs' ~hops had been 
established fn different parts of Quetensland 
lll order to give them che.tper meat, and 
there was no doubt that object had been 
accomplisherl The pc·ople of Queensland 
were the beet jucl;,:es as to whether the Go­
vernment had done the right thing so far 
as the meat question was concermd. Hon. 
members opposite also stated that the GDYern­
ml'nt should encourage co-Dperative butchers' 
shops. Some twch·e months ago the peDple 
of Ipswich asked for a State butcher's 
shop, but on that occasion the Government • 
·were not in a position to c ,tahlish a butcher's 
shop and they suggeste<d that a co-operative 
society shDulcl start. and the Government 
offered to supply them with meat. The Go­
vernment supplied them periodically and also 
assiste<d many other small butchers. But 
when the last agreement was entered into 
with the meat companies it was definitely 
laid down that the Government were only to 
supply a certain amount of meat to private 
butDhers. It was impDssible for the Govern­
ment to sell meat to everv butcher that came 
along, but, no, doubt, in' time that could be 
done. He was quite satisfied that the Go­
vernment WDuld be in a position to do that 
after the next elections. Then again, one 
or two returned soldiers had started butcher­
ing and had been assisted through the State 
shops, and rightly so. too. But. neverthe­
less, wherever it was possible the Govern­
ment had tried to cheapen meat in Queens­
land. They gave butchers a certain amount 
of meat when there was no cattle at all 
coming to the market. The GDvernment had 
done everything possible. even to giving the 
master butchers meat with which to carry on, 
and the result had been most , atisfactorv 
from the ma~tc>r butchers' point of vie>v. 
He had been talking to a master butcher in 
a very large way t!1at day. nncl he said, "I 
do not know what we v.ould have done if it 
had nDt been for the Government stepping 
in and helping us, even in the saleyards. h. 
putting cattle in there." He ventured to 
say that if the Gm·ernment had not started 
butchers' shops meat would have been 1s. 6d. 
per lb. to-clay. 

Mr. FoRSYTH: It could not be 1s. 6cl., 
because it was a fixed price. (Ironical Go-
vernment laughter.) . 

Mr. GILDAY: The hDn. memlwr said the 
meat pricee were fh:ecl. As far as the fixing 
of prices of meat was concerned, he thought 
it was a sham, unless they fixed the price 
of cattle on the hoof. It >e·as abmrd to 
think that master butchers could sell at a 
fixed price when cattle could be put up to 
any price in the market. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: You are boosting them 
up. 

Mr. 
them 

GILD AY: They were not boosting 
up. He realised that the master 

Mr. Gilday.] 
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butcher to-day throughout Queensland was 
not in a very good position, owing to the 
fact that cattle were so dear. The hon. 
membPr for East Toowoomba ·stated that 
there were a number of butchers put off in 
Brisbane. How ridiculous and absurd it was 
for a man to talk like that ! He could go 
into any town in Queensland to day and see 
one or two butchers' shops closed. Why were 
they closed? It was owing- to the fact that 
the meatworks had a monopoly of the whole 
of the cattle in Queensland. It was a recog­
nised fact and no man could deny it-it had 
been given in evidence-that there· were 
calYes bought by the different me"tworks 
be fore they were born. 

Mr. FoRSYTH: I have not heard 0f any 
deal like that. 

Mr. GILD AY: If he had read the evidence 
given re0Pntly he would see that that wae 
so. He might not bA one of those who were 
prepared to sell in that manner, but that was 
a fact, and the result was that if it had 
not been for the State starting those butchers' 
shops the people of Queensland would have 
fonnd tlut meat was a luxury. Indeed, it 
was a. luxury in some parts of the State. He 
remembered going into one or two towns in 
his travels, and, notwithstanding the fact 
that there were plent;· of c1tttle close handy, 
they were shooting wonga pigeons io find 
meat for the table. Some hon. members 
might laugh, but tha~ was a positive fact; 
the::· could not get the meat notwithstand­
ing the fact that it was in the cattle country. 

::\fr. STEVE~S : And the Government would 
not- allow them to get it from the station. 

Mr. GILDAY: He was only talking about 
places out on the l\fary Hiver. \Vhcre were 
the Government stations there? If the hon. 
member 'Yonld attend more to his own elec­
torate in r<gard to gPtting cheap meat, 
in5tead of touring the ?\orth, perhaps they 
would think more of him. 

Mr. MACARTXEY: What have :·9u been doing 
lately? 

:Hr. GILD.\ Y: He had been attending to 
the -;__,usin('~, c £ 1bat Hou e. l'Ijs record. so 
far as attendance was co110~rned, was better 
than that of the hon. member for Toowong. 
He had been six days absent this session, 
and last session he did not think he missed a 
day. 

:Mr. :MACARTXEY: That is nothing to blow 
about. 

Mr. GILDAY: Yes, it was "')mething to 
blow about. He did not think he would deal 
any further with the question just then; he 
might have an opportunity of doing so later 
O.ll. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: The hon. member's 
speech was somewhat extraordinary. He sup­
posed they could take him as the expert of 
the Government in connection with butchers' 
shops; conse(lnently he spoke with authority. 
He was sorry to sa;rr that, nctwithstanding 
the fact that he spoke with such authority, 
he had made a most extraordinary statement 
in regard to the £19,000 incident. It was 
quit,· clear on the evidence given by Mr. 
Ross who was perfectly straightforward 
over' the whole business, that that money 
waB taknn wrongfully from the Common­
wealth Government. He could not help 
thinking that some misrepresentation was 
made to the Commonwealth Government to 
cnn"<e them to part with that money. That 
£19,000 was paid to this Government for 

[1Jfr. Gilday. 

storage, if they could take the '' Gazette" 
notic0 notifying payment which appeared in 
the " Commonwealth Gazette." 

Mr. GrLDAY : That is correct, for storage. 

"vlr. MACART::"iEY: As a matter of fact­
if he might be <tllowed to make the speech­
the State Government did not pay one single 
shilling for storage; and if it W(-;ro taken by 
t,he State Government from the Common­
wealth Government for ctorage, the money 
was obtained by false pretences. It was quite 
clear that if a contract was made between 
private people. such as had been mude be­
tween the State and the Commonwealth, and 
either party broke it, there was probably a 
ciaim for compen' ·tion or damagf)S. If no 
·damage was suffered, no damage could be 
recovered. It was admitted in this case that 
that was not paid for storage, and it also 
was admitted, and was shown by the Auditor­
General's report, that. that same ·me::tt "as 
resold at a price which meant no loss to the 
State· Government; consequently, the State 
Government lo ... r nothing by it; but they 
made u"· of a contract which ,,-as made for 
the purchase of meat for the use of the 
soldiers who lived in the camps of .\ustralia 
to try and exact the •-um of £19,000 to be 
charged to the war debt of Australia. 

l'vlr. GrLDAY: That is not so, and JOU 
know it is not so. (Interruption.) 

Mr. M .. lCARTNEY: That Wail the position 
in reg·ard to that £19,000-exploiting the 
Coc,:mom.-ealth Government and e'<ploiting 
the war debt of the CommomYcalth. (Go­
vernment dissent.) It was discredit:J.ble and 
dishonest. It seemed to him that the Go­
v~nnnent had b'-'en exploiting, not only the 
Commonwe.Jth Gov,;rnmcnt in regard to the 
war expenditure, Lut the Imperial Govern­
ment in conneczion with the b<:tme thing; 
b<ocause if they rd• rrecl to t-he report of the 
Auditor-General on State stations they 
would find lhat the price paid to the meat 
companie. prim· ro 1st January, 1917, and 
since. 1st J anu·cr,·, 1917, for frozen me .1t, 
chilled beef, and mutton, we·; a considerable 
reduction on the amount charged to the Im­
perial Government. That ''as to say that 
the Government, which ;,·as entrusted with 
the purchase as the agents of the Imperial 
Government-to whom thcv wore bound to 
act honestly and justly-took it upon them­
selves in dealing with the meat companies 
to exact so1ncthing privately for the benefit 
of their own Government and for the benefit 
of their own St .te, to the detriment of the 
In1perial 'GoYCl'nlnent. If an ;:,gent in" a 
civil capacit:< "·.ere to do a thing of that 
sort the chance·.,·. were that he would find his 
v ay to Boggo ro,1d: but Ll'CansG it hrrppened 
to be l:he State Government, and because they 
put forward •·he plea. of reduciPg the price 
of moat to the people>, t!w:; -::ere allowed to 
do that which would be dishonest and dis­
creditable in the case of a ;Jrivate individual. 
Thcv lta•d been ex:1loiting· the Fedcr,· 1 Go­
vcrJ1nwnt ',c·ith a vcngcance: and they had 
been exploiting the Imperial Government 
a.!so, not onk in rPgard to the price of m"at, 
but in ret;m·d to the. expenditure for salaries, 
as laid d~wn by that report. 
~h. GrLD.\Y : It onl;r hurts you because 

they don't get more ior their meat. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: He was not dealing 
with that at all. 

::Ylr. GrLDAY: Anybody who is brided by 
a big meat company must barrack for the· 
meat companies. 
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Mr. MACARTNEY: That had nothino­
to do with it. They had Lcen exploiting 
them as the.v were ;;oing to exploit them, 
also, in regard to legal expenses· commen­
cing actions against citizens her~. crushing 
people for the political purposes of the 
St{t::C> Governn1ent and at the expcl1S(" of th.~ 
British Imperial Government. That was the 
stawlard to which the Gon•rnment of Queens­
land had been reduced in {'Onnection "1\'ith 
th<' Stctte butchers' ,ho~; . That was the eon­
dition to which m~n ·,dlmYed themselves to 
be brought down for thc> purpose of makino­
political capital. They only 'wanted to look 
at the Audrtor-General's report to find thut, 
n_Dt o!'!y had they been carrying on exploitu­
twn m that manner, ; ut it me1nt spl'ils to 
the dctors. If thev took the list of btltchers' 
-:>hops hf'rC' i-he;7 ,,~ould find that the-\- \Yero 
esta~~i,hcd at Rorn' ;trcct. \Yoolloor"l_gabha, 
Forti ud .. · Valley. Rockham)Jton. Pa·dclmgton. 
Mm7borough. G:-;·upie, :11onkland. \Vho•"'J 
electorates were those? 

c•.Ir. GILD.\Y: Did you q·er <l'k for one for 
TcJ\Yong? .. 

~,It-. MACAHT~-;Ey: Thev ''-""r the ciec­
tor L :;; -of SU 1)-:;-'0ri·''I·· r/i tiw GoYern·ncnt. 
Had. th0y not <'x.piolted th~._-. I111:)erial Go­
vernm nt and the CoitiiHonv.-c. 1th GoYcrn­
mc nt 7or the purpose of buyi11c' Yot<'. in their 
o-., 11 electorates? 

Hon. J. _\. FTm:r:.Y: Is there a State 
bdcher's shop in Pr-ldington? 

:\Jr. 2\L\CART:'\EY: It was on the list, 
at any rate. 

Mr. GrLDAY: I happen to be in Ithaca. 
{LalJ:;hter.) 

::\lr. lllACART::"iEY: Whether it ·.:as Pad­
di,c:ron or Ith .' u it was an electorate of a 
Gm·ern~nerJt >-upport· r. Then, in order that 
they n11:d1t gE·' further politinl Dpital, the 
Government descend·:d to chicanerY and 
trick'·· · 

The CHAIRlllAX : Order ! 

J\Ir. :\IACARTNEY: Yes, thev found from 
tr.~ _.,\..uditor-Gencral's report th"Qt th.···re was 
a n!anipulacion of the figureo to sh·:nv the 
pro:its mad<:; by the ?utcher·." shopr-. and irh 

mcmdc.l rr; the profits shown was 
[7.i'J p.m.] that £19,000 odd to which they 
_ had been referring. 'rherP \Va:3 

also to be found the profit made on the sales 
tt) the CotnlnolnYcalth Gove·tnlr...:cnt the 
Sonth ~\nstralian GoYenll!1ent. the ::\1 e'Y 'south 
\'."ales Go•·ernment, with Re;;nolds and Sons 
i\It lbournc ... \nliso and Comp,_ny, and mndr~ 
cale>".. o_IT',ountin .. c: to £ :7.'iJ1 ls. 4d., and 
shoTomg a profit of £28.776 10s. lld. What 
languag~ coulc~ one use to proper!~- describe 
trausacbo:os ot that sort? The ins~ltution 
?£. th('sc bntc:hcr~', shop~ ,- ,13 doing a great 
:nJm·:· _to the r<'".JGcnt, m the neighbourhood 
m ,,h,ch thr·'" .. ''~'" e .. tablished. It might 
very ·,,-ell be that by th~ means the Govern­
m .. •nt had adopted to supplv the State 
butchers' shops, the people could get cheaper 
n,eat than they oth·n;isc _could get b:; going 
~o th<' .Jlwp and purchasmg the meat. but 
rt drd not follo·•· that the ~reat bulk of 
the pcoph got their ;·.we.t ~t the price0, 
quoted. A very large number of pGople 
hac} to travol _long di •tA.nc's to the shops, 
and to pay r."llway and tram fares, which 
cost them a consid:rable addition to the price 
they pard for th0rr men 1 before the·· got it 
"home. It 'Y"." all n·ry w<'ll for the people 
'c .. vho were hvmg next door to the butcher's 

shop, who could step in and buy their chops 
and steaks. The people in Brisbane were 
in a fortunate position. bu': the person who 
happened to be a couple of rrjles, or 5 or 6 
miles away, \YHe in a ver~- different posrtion. 
BY the establishment of these shops the 
Gcn·ernment had shut up a lot of private 
butchers' shops, and people found it incon­
venient to get their supplie,. 'I'he delivery 
system had ceased, and it only wanted an 
extension of the State shops to milk, and 
broad, and flsh, and the other necessaries 
o£ life to corr:pel people to do nothing else 
but tra vc l all da v for tho collection of their 
supplies. 'l'hese ·things were not all good .. 
They might be very vote-catching ideas, but 
the,· brought about ;; lot of unemplo;ment 
and inconvenience to the people. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: They have come to 
stay, too. 

J\Ir. ',1ACART:\'EY: He understood that 
the ::11iniJtc~ was dcsirou> of gcttins- l1is esti­
Plate3 throu~h, and he di·d not 'vish to take 
up any more time, but th~ Teport . of the 
Auditor-Gener·a!, and the endence g1vc•n by 
I\lr. Ro•s \Yould repay perusal. \Yhen they 
fonnd out that the real profits of the State 
lmtcherc' shop., amounted. to someE1ing like 
£5,00ll, the undertaking had not been a 
success, and h could only be succe~sful to 
that Pxtent bv rt'ason of the bmheanging 
that had takf'll place in connection with meat 
and ""d1ich y-as taking place. 

Hon. J. A. Fr<IELLY: Tell us about the 
AlnGrican ~neat h·u·-1:. 

Mr. UAC.\.RTXSY: Perhaps he might 
b~ll about "'·C.rne other thlug,::. \Yhich \vere 
rnore interesting. but he had told the hon. 
gcntk111an that . he prcfcn:ed not to take 
anv notice of h1s rnter::ections~ for reasons 
which he ,-,rettv well knew himself. The hon. 
g<:ntleiT'.ar1 sat' in a nice position to make 
co1nments about anyone. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: You can go right 
ahnd. 

Mr. )1AC"\.HT:'\EY: Ho was not going 
to be dra'. n by the hou. gentleman. The 
interjr"tion ,vhich the hon. gemleman made 
·had no relevanc'· t.-, hnn (11r. 2\IacaTbwy), 
and the hon. gentleman kne\v tha~ per­
fect!·.- well. HowcYcr, he ''as not 6omg to 
},p d'rr,wn h the hon. g-entlemrm; probably, 
1v~lC:>n it v~-~s done, it '"would be done \vith 
effc :t. 

Ih·. BEDBJXGTO-:\: The State. in all. 
matter.' of bn: inc '", ,hould set an ex.1mple to 
GthN bLC3i'"c· , r·-opb in the State. From 
th0 pc·sr, :-1 of the evidence. a~1d the ger,.eral 
v-orkin3' o{ the lTtCELt u,c~u::.try rn~<h_"t' the 
Gc'.~ernn1cnt. tht)~'" n1ust cornl~ to :.he e:on­
C'lu -1on that i1. they were forced into com­
petition wilh outcide p0ople, the State 
butcllCrs' shc,p:, could r.ot carry on. If 
lh- 1~e 1vcro no 1-. ar on, and cattle vn3T(· not 
fctr 1,ing the fH"it' they wc•e, P'1d the Sta~e 
h d to go into the· markets to buy therr 
m~ et, th ,.c y,ould be no return fro~ the 
bn.im ·. It cot th0 Government a hrgher 
rate to handlc their nwat from the cold 
,t~rcs to the consumC':· t;ran it did p1·ivate 
brtchers. Thev l,<:~rd a lot about middle­
men, but therC'' 1-ra:;:. no 1niddlenun1 or agent 
in Drisbeno who ha:1dlc:-1 meat at :•uch a 
hig-h cost. The hon. n:-ember for Carnan·on 
had '!dYocatC'd a course which would have 
boon far bcttc r for the P' .Jple of Queensland 
than that which th-e Government adopted, 
and by whicn, instead of a iew people in 
Brisbane only gcttin:r cheap meat, the \\hole 

Mr. Bebbinf!tcm.] 
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of the people in ihe Sbte would have got 
it at the sa1nc pnce. 'I'he hon. member 
fm C'rrrnar,-o:1 advocated that the Govern­
ment should make the pricE> of meat 4d. per 
lb. all round at the nHeatworks to everv 
lmtcher, with the cxpcn'lk' of distribution 
added. The busines; rr,ethods of the Go­
Vfornment wer2 so questionable that a neigh­
bouring butcher had to put u12 a p!a card 
with tho words "::\::> stolen cattle or sheep 
sold here." The Gov<'rnment would not 
accept the suggestion of the hon. member 
fm· Carnarvon. because there was no politi­
cal capital to be made out of it. 

The PRE}IIER : In the first placB, he never 
nwde the offer or suggestion. 

:Hr. STE"I'EXS: Yes, he did, in thiq House. 

:.\Ir. BEBBE\GTOX: The Government had 
acted in the same way as any other trust or 
combine would havB done. ThBy heard 
members opposite talk about trusts and 
combines. He said that the Government. in 
this matter aci ed in the same way as any 
trust or combine would have acted. They 
rrconopolised £750,000 worth of cattle countrv 
and cattle. Some of those cattle before the 
Go,-erument got the stations, found their 
way to thre Brisbane market, but immediately 
the Government got hold of the stations the 1 

sr,nt their cattle to the SYdnev mark0t until 
th<e Brisbane market ros"e higher than the 
Sydney. market, and the very first day that 
the Bnsbane market was higher than the 
Sydney market tho Government cattle ap­
peared in the Brisbane market. 

Mr. 1\.fc::Ylr:-ix : To bring down prices. 

Mr. BEBBIXGTO:::-< : The Government not 
only ran up the price of stations, but they 
also ran up the price of cattle through being 
large buyers and through keeping their cattle 
off the. Brisbane market. That was exactly 
the prmcrple upon whwh trusts and com­
bines worked-they kept the market bare, and 
then took advatnage of the high prices, and 
no one could say that that was not what the 
Queensland Government had done. !:'lame­
thing had been f,aid about this £19,000, and 
the hon. member for Ithaca had said, "Re­
peat the statement outside." He was going 
to quote from the " Dail v :Mail " a news­
paper which was circulated 'throughout 
Queensland and throughout Australia and 
if the Go\erumcnt objected tv what it' s..tid 
they had their remedy. ' 

The PRE:\.IIER: vVhat IS the date of the 
newspaper? 

::\.lr. BEBBI?\GTON: It was a late dat" 
the 30th Xovember. The "Daily Mail'~ 
said-

" By a system of hard bargain driving 
and doubtful business, the Government 
has managed to seeure from the Imperial 
G-:>vernment, through the Federal Go­
vermncnt, a sum of £19,000 for meat for 
army purposes, which meat has never 
been supplied, is still stored here, and 
is being utilised to provision the State 
butchers' shops that are the creation of 
the Government. This somewhat extra­
ordinary piece of business has hitherto 
lain ooJscurcd from the public eye under 
~on10 a1nbiguous entry concerning 'stor­
age.' Vlith the money thus extract< d 
from the British Treasury for com­
modities never supplied the State 
butchers' shops have been made to show 
a profit of £35,000." 

\Vas it not a c!sgraceful thing that any 
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newspaper should be compelled to write a 
thing like that about the Government? It 
was a condemnation of the Government. 
·when thev had the British Government fight­
ing for its existence every minute, the Q;o­
vernment of Queensland were taking from 
them £19,000 for commodities never sup­
plied. That was a disgrace to any civilised­
country. 

The PREMIER: He rose to a point of 
Order. The hon. member was reading from 
the " Daily Mail" what was a lie. Not one 
shilling had come out of the British Treasury. 

Mr. MACART~EY: \Ve know who are the· 
liars. 

The PREMIER : You are. 

The CHAIR::\.fAN : Order ! The hon. mem­
ber for Drayton must accept the denial of 
the Premier. 

The PRE:\IIER: I say that not one shilling 
has come from the British Government. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: He was reading 
from a public journal. 

The PREMIER : I say it is lying. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: The Premier could.· 
say what he liked, but there was the state­
ment that this money was Bxtracted from the 
British Government for commodities which 
were never supplied, and· the hon. gentlemaiL 
had his remedy if that was not true. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: He 
rose to a point of Order. Was thB hon. mem­
ber in order in quoting from a newspaper 
something for the accuracy of which he could 
not vouch? 

The CHAIRM:AX: I would point out that 
the Premier has denied what the hon. mem­
ber has read, and that the hon. member 
must accept that denial and not repeat the 
staten1ent. 

Mr. BEBBI:::-<GTOX: He accepted the 
Premier's denial, but as far as he was con­
cerned he accepted the statement in the 
newspaper in spite of the hon. gentleman's 
dBnial. The newspaper said-

" \Vith the monev thus extracted from 
the British Treasury for commodities 
never supplied the State butchers' shops 
have been made to show a profit of 
£35,000. Ko one knew until yesterday 
that more than half of this was due to· 
a "\YindfalL" 

etc. In the eYidence given by <1 s~rvant of 
the Premier on oa'.h we get this informa­
tion-

" Did the State shops take credit for 
that £19,000 ?-Certainly. 

"Did vou sell the meat locally ?-Yes, 
some of it. I believe it was sold locally; 
straight beef. 

"What ·did you do with it ?-Probably 
it went to the meatworks. 

"And they got it ?-I don't say they 
soJ.d it. 

"Did vou actually 'have' the Federal 
Govemn1ent for £19,000 for nothing, and 
the other fellows retained the meat ?-It 
seems to me the State Government has a 
perfect right to do what it likes with that 
meat, <·nd it sold it to the Commonwealth_ 

" And the Commonwealth didn't takE. 
it, and you charged it for the meat." 

The PRE:UIER: We allowed for it. 
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Mr. BEBBINGTON: The statement he 
had quoted would go before the people of 
Australia, and they \Yould eeG what was being 
done to cover up the actions of the Govern­
ment in connection with State butche1· shops. 
There was just one other line he would like 
to get' in, and that was, "if a man was 
killed, you insure him for the amount of his 
policy." Xow, having "had" the Imperial 
Govcrn,ment for £19,000--

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! The hon. 
member is repeating a statement which the 
Premier ha.s denied. 

::Y1r. BEBBINGTON : He was only taking 
it from a paper. They had the fact that the 
State Government sold their cattle, say, at 
an average of at least 6d. per lb. They sold 
in the highest mark~t they could get. When 
Sydncey was the h1ghest market they sold 
them trH're, and wh0n Brisbane was highest 
they sold them there. He supnosed in some 
cases thP pricrJ was run up to 7d. The meat 
they were R"etting to supply to the public 
was only costing them 3d. or 3~d. Suppose 
that they had gone on to the market and 
paid 6d. or 7d. for their meat. ·where would 
their ;nofit have been? 

".'is no pavment was made by the Sta.te 
butcher shop's to th~ meat companies on 
this behalf, the amount remains as a 
credit to the profit a.nd lo•.q account." 

That was "·hat the Auditor·General said. 
That w •.s the authority for the statements 
the~· made-and a section of the public Press, 
\vhich he held was of a very high character. 
It wac not a. party paper; if it were, it 
would be quite diffcr·ent, (Laughter.) If 
the Government had had to ·pay that for 
their meat, they simply could not have con­
ducted their !msiness becau"e their expenses 
of distribution from the meatworks to the 
public were in exce3s of anything in any 
rebil trade ir1 the State. 

The PRE::\HER: He would just like to 
say on° word with regard to certain state­
ments that had come from hon. members 
opposite with regard to an amount of 
£19,000 which it h..l been urged hod been 
charged to the Imperial Government with 
respect to meat. 

::Ylr. FoRSYTH: The Commonweaith Govern­
nu:-nt. 

The PRE::\IIER: The hon. member for 
Dra.yton said the Imperial Government, and 
he pers:st ed in that statement bccam., the 
'' Dailv ::Vbil" said so. For the information 
of the''· D:tilv Mail." and also of the hon. 
member for Draocton. he could tell him that 
that was not true'. The Imperial Government 
had pa.id nothing. Hon. members said th~t 
the c.!tiecnsland Gm·ernment paid nothing to 
the meat companie-·, and con·.equently tlut it 
was chicanerv-th.c t it wa, some kind of 
fraud. \Yher1 the explanation was given, 
hon. members opposite-they must know 
what the explo.nation was-ought to withdraw 
the ,uggestions they had made. The Queens­
land Go-·ernment had arranged for the pur­
cha'Sc of 12.000 tons of med from the meat 
con1nnnie"· prior to last year, and 'at the end 
of the ye 'Ir about 7,000 tons h11d beE'n unde­
liYered. Th,• meat companies claimed that 
the,. W're not liable for tl10 deliYerv of that 
ll1f'; __ +, and th .. ·~t, on the contrarv. thC Queens­
land GoYernment were liable for the payments 
of storage and interest in connection with it; 
that it was held on account of the Queensland 
Government .and stored for them, and storage 
at a certain rate was charged against the 

Queensland GoYernment, amounting to some 
tens of thousands of pounds. 

Mr. STEVE"S : How many tens? 
The PRE::\IIER : Tens of thousands-he 

could not give the exact amount, but a.ggre­
gating something over £200,000, and if the 
hon. member would wait he would see tha.t 
the amount charged to the Commonwea.lth 
·was their proportion of storage. Four thou­
sand tons of meat ha·d been sold to the Com­
monwealth Government, which they required 
for the provisioning of the men who were in 
oamp and about to be called uq. under the 
Australian Defence Act in connection with 
the conscription proposals made by the Com­
monwealth Government at that time. 

l\1r. STEVENS: You know it was not so. 

The PREMIER: He knew it was so. He 
onlv knew what the Commonwealth Govern­
ment alleged. They bought 4,000 tons of 
that meat. 

Jir. STEVE"S : It was only on account of 
your ~\et, pa,-,ecl in this House, that those men 
were brought in for home defence. (Govern­
mertt laughter.) 

Th" PRE:UIER: \Vel!, it might take a. 
surgical opera.tion to make the hon. member 
for Ro· ~wood under·<.tand what he was say­
ing, but it was perfectly plain. The Queens­
land Go,-ernment sold to the Commonwealth 
Govel·n!·lent ~on1ethin~ in the vicinity of 
4.0C tons of meat, wh:ich the Commonwealth 
Government required to feed the men who 
had been called up and whom they were 
<' t!iinll' up compulsorily under the Defence 
Act in connection with their conscription 
proposals last year. 

J\Ir. STEVENS: 1\o, no! (Government laugh­
ter.) You know they were only called up for 
home defence. 

'The PREMIER: Evidenth- the hon. mem­
ber \Ya:; voting " :!\o ; " he h3.d gOt " no " on 
the brain. 

::\lr. STEVE;s-s: You are saying what is not 
true. 

The PRE::\HER: He >t.ould have to ask 
that the hon. member withdraw that state­
ment. 

The CHAIRJ\L\;o;: Orclc'r! The hon. 
m0mber io not in order in saying that the 
Premier has made a statement which he 
knows to be untrue. He must withdraw. 

:\h. STEVENS : In deference to the Chair­
man's ruling he would withdraw the state­
ment. a!rhough he would ""Y that they were 
called up for home defence and not under 
cono:Scrip:ion. 

The PREMIER: He was not talking 
about what the men were calle.d up for. He 
was only speaking about the fact that the 
Commonwealth GoYernment purchased the 
meat fqr the provisioning of those men. 

Mr. STEVEXS : You are bringing in a side 
iss.ue. 

The PRKMIER: The relevant fact was 
that the Commonwealth Government pur­
chased that meat for che provisioning of the 
men ,who~ they had called up, compulsorily 
or· otnrrwue. 

1Ir. STE\'E;s-S: For home defence. 
The PREMIER: Of cour',e, the hon. 

rr.cmber mi:;ht sac· it wa'' for .home defer_rce, 
but thev r !I know it '\'as \nth the object 
ot sencling them a way if tlw· e proposals 
IYCTC' {_£1~': icd. The c(_ _lll"'CU \·e.alth Gov~'rn­
ment were subsequl'ntly unable to t~]to de­
]i, erv of that meat, because they md not 
see fit to use it or did not require it, but the 
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Queensland Government were being held 
liable for the payment of storage in respect 
to it. 

JYlr. RoBERTS: You were never charged fCJr 
it 

:.Ir. FORSYTH : The Government did not 
pay ono penny piece for it. . Mr. Ross and 
the Auditor-General both said that the Go· 
.-crnment did not pay one brass farthing for 
the stal'L!:!.'C'. 

Th<' P~E.liiER: They allowed them .for it 
in the adjustment. 

'l'he PREMIER : The Government were 
being held liable for storage and interest by 
the wqrks and had a claim lodged for an 
amount exceeding £200,000 on this account. 
So they told the Commonwealth Government 
that although they would not charge them the 
full price for the meat of which they were 
unable to take delivery, they must be respon­
sible for thl! amount of storage and interest 
according to their agreement that was being 
charged against the Queensland Government 
in respect of it. 

An OPPOSITION MEMBER: That was nothing. 

The PREMIER : It was some tens of thou­
sands of pounds that was being claimed 
against them. Later on. when they made 
arrangements for some 7,000 ton;; of meat 
for the prec.ent vce.r and for the bnhnce of 
the war period and three months afterwards, 
that claim was compromised, and the Qneen'-­
land Government agreed to hkc 7,000 tons 
of meat per annum. The l'ommonwealth 
Government w<>r.e utlled upon to bear their 
proportion of the claim that was made upon 
thf' Queensland Government in ac<Jordance 
with the ag-reement made between the parties 
when the contract was entered into, so that, 
although there \•·as no actual payment of 
cash bv the Qnpensland Government. they 
had to 'alloY. for it to the meat companies in 
the adjustment that was made. 

GovERNMENT ::VIE!IIBERS: Hear, hear ~ 

l\.Ir. FORSYTH (J.furrumba): He did not 
think that "as a fair arnngemrnt in c"n· 
r.0ction ... ~ ith the m~\ttcr. 

The PREMIER: \Vh:y not a f:ci1· arrange­
ment? Do you saY thac the meat companies 
had no clain1? \Y0rc the h(,·L mPmber's 
friend only putting up a bogus claim? 

I\:r. FORS~~TH: 'The-:· ;,vonlil se•. On 
page 9 ,,f the report of the Auditor-General, 
in conne-'."'tion ;,vith industrial u:nderbddngs) 
it ",cs · '"ted moc,t emphacir-.1!!:· that-

" ..:_\.s no rY:tment "\VV:.> r:nado bv the 
State butchers' shops to the me t · c-om­
panies on this behalf (that was, the 
£19,000) the :mount remcins as a credit 
t1 ~H'ofit anci 1oss account." 

Mr. Ross, one of the hon. membu-'s own 
officers, said LF)3t en1ph·; tic lly-(interrup­
tion)--

Thc PRE!IJTJ:"L: ',Yould yoc1 like a Royal 
Connnission ~ 

:.rr. ~1ACARTXEY: You hrrv•.· enonzh of them 
to attend to. · 

The Pr~!IIIER: And if w:1at I say is not 
true, you pay the costs. 

Mr. FORSYTH: He agre·"d that if the 
Commonwe-,lth Government or anybody else 
bought n1eat they L \m.-J.d p:ty for it. {In~er­
ruption.) If they were left with that quan-

titv of mea:. on th2ir hand;; it 
[8 p.m.] would Lo quite rip;ht, in the eYent 

of lo accruing. th:·: thes should 
pay it, no matter how much it wa<. No one 
could raise a single word .against that, and 
the whole report had nothing to do with 
that. Ace< ding to the Auditor-General's 
report :'nd ~Ir. Ro-,'s evidence, no payment 
was made for the sto'rage on that meat. 

:.'llr. FORSYTH: If the Premier could 
sliO\V ,., here ~J1ne arrangen1ent vvas made, 
that in the e.-ent of a Ios,; being made on 
the meat v.hich the Commonwealth Govern· 
ment -di-d not take. he could quite under· 
etand it. but at th<- samo time they could not 
get awa.,~ fro1n the plain far t ·, \Vhich were 
~-e. the :'l.u·ditor-General said and ::\h. Ross re­
pw.ted in his evidence on page 104. He was 
~sked the question straight out: "Had the 
GDvernrnent paid <1ny money at all £or 
stoLt['!_'e?" urd h-0 .n,id, "Xo." 

The P~:c: m R: They allowed for it in 
tlw acl_ju·.tment. 

:~h. FORS'YTH: What was the adjust­
m•.nt ., Tl.e Auditor-Ge'1eral said no pay­
ment was m:)>de. If the Premier could bring 
some C\·idcn:~ to sho·t thot that £19.000 had 
nothin~ to do with storage, but wa3 an ar­
rnnp;er10nt ,~·hereby the Fe-deral Government 
p~li,:l the Q1 ~e' ~1.,nd GoYC'r'-,lncnt fDr .a pr?b­
ablr. !c that n1ight acerur· in connection 
\vith the brE king o£ tlk a" reement, he. could 
tEH.ler t.:llh~ that. but ther:::> \ .:ts no ev1d~nce 
eith,-;· frcLi ::1;:r. l1oss or in the Aud1tor­
G0:1cnr, r 11ort to hov that. 

The P':L\UER: I s:,y I ill give :cou .a 
l1c, al C1JHLj'-' ,:on en it~ provided tha_t 1f 
'' -l~lt I ,-ay i~ b·uo you "\vill pa5r the cost. 

::\Ir FORio ¥TH: Th·; hon. gentleman could 
m:t ,;en>: that both the Auditor-General and 
:\h. Hoss cmphaticeJly eaid there. was no 
payment. If the Hon. the Premier could 
brine·· fonvctrd some other evtdence . that the 
£19,000 was paid en acco':'nt of then- break­
ing the coutract e"'.::clusiVC alt.ogether ~f 

·c:;l gc, he could understand 1t. .Bllt It 
c-·rtaln\t· lv1kcd. upon the faC'e of 1t, that 
they ~;ot ce>mething for nothin~. The hon. 
o-c1!t:c11J'J.ll s:nd thc1e .',·a_, an arrangement 
~1 a·d~· that they shDuld pay a certain a~1-ount, 
".nd i~ .i,19.~ .1s th2 <wu·.tnt !he:~ .11ad to 
~,1 •• r~--r br·...,- tbe C..JlltTa. t, 1t rr';:rht bo 
~~-i{ ri'gi~t. '" . 

The PRE!IIIER: Not to pay for brealnng the 
c:._··ntr.l.·, t. b·~r to p,·.y under n cJntract. 

1Ir. FORSYTH: 'l'he hon. member could 
put it in any >Yay he liked .. If they made 

::n110 rr.·,ngement, it w:1s _qu1te poP-;rble the 
C'lL i .. 11d GoYL'l'.._J1 lL.nt 1:r:1ght h::tv-e n1ade a 

Tlc~ I'Rs I :n: If YOU o>Ye me £1.000, and 
I l.t y0u c,f:f. ]~that. no: 'lui-~~nler-t tf' pay­
l:J :o:1 £!.\• )'? 

~\L·. : '· , :c.;E _ : ',':ho o· cd you £19,000? 

~:~OI:_f:.~~TI-I: That y, as a. different 
' If the }-on. c~·~lcrna n 'aid 

n:t' / ,., .. -~•.:de ·,.-ith che meat r: an :-t::_·r vv~ _,_, 

· · Qn c·.1sL•.1d Gov0rnment 
~'~~j

1

,:?/~f\h' .t~19.0CIJ for the breakin~ of a 
centr·at t. that ,_~as the r mount which the 

The PRE!IflER: Does the hon. member say. 
thPn, that the meat companies stored that 
n1eat. for nothing? 

Gonrn, 0nt took the liability of and :·e­
lieved rhe ·Federal Go·, nment of that ha­
bilitv. he •on!d undnstand the <natter, but 
thero could b2 n'l getting away from the fact 
that. so far HS this itenl v. :->.5 concerned, there 
was no storage paid, a.nd thei~efore the Go: 
vernmcmt would have to. fina. some ether 
means to delude the public with regard to 
that particular matter. With regard to the 
purchase of beef and the butchers' shops, he 
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had no doubt the butchers' shops ha·d done 
a good deal of good to the people who WOJ.'B 

abie to get their meat there. but there was 
no denying the fact that the butchers, as a 
ru!e. y,-eTC' lo,,ing :n1oney at the prcflBllt tirne, 
eYCl'\' one oi them. He ha·d spoken to at 
least' half a dozen, and in every solitary case 
he fou'-~1 that \\ ith the pric •. · they had to pay 
for cattle, and the pric•' ilxed at \vhich they 
nlU3t sell the nF~at. the. were 1naking no 
prDllr at all, UL(1 :5orne Ulterati(,n :~hould be 
nia. le. It ~ .. 2'' qui:>_. true. a..:· th- hDll. rne~­
ber f0r Tc·zJ'p ong state·d. that tlH poop le hv­
in2· along' iJe a State butcher's shop could 
go , ncl get their supply_ there at L. lo'.''er 
price, but people who hved 2 or 3 miles 
av;ay. aEd had to pay their traf!1 fare or 
ruih,·a~· fare in and back again, d1d not get 
it L>- r·l:-:,ar>er. 

:\I,-. :\lc:',ilXN: Do you think t:wt tho 
people. 1vould go there :~ur t~E'ir n~·;at if they 
tvere not n1aking son1e profit? 

:\Ir. FOHSYTH: He s"id that the people 
!i.-ill"' 2 or 3 mile: awav ',vho had to pay 
2d. o~· 3d. ie.rc in a:1d the same our. did Hot 
rnakc anythi1j_g out ot it, and did not g~t 
their 11eat anv ,.h~::..Del' than if thev bouQ'ht It 
at the- but J1~r.~ · -:sll( ~)~ adjoining" the lJlace 
,-here thev lived. 

:,\lr. =·lc':Yllxx: \Yhat brings them in th<•re 
if the~ ca:n set. it ;as cheaply near hun1e ': 

'\Ir. FOHSYTI-I: The veople !i,·ing dose 
har..·dy ~,:ere. no doub::, getting thci.r r::1eat 
·cheaper. He would grnnt that. But the 
large majority of the p. opln v ho did not 
live clo -~ to t:<c butcher-_) -.,hops, and h.1.d 
to pay ~heir far-Js i:i1 ani{ out, the actual 
an1ount they paid for fares 1norP. than Llade 
up t.he d_~ffeeence ~et\~~een the pnce 

1 
charg.ed 

b,~ thr: 1::-~att• b :tL·Ler s sho:) r:.nd tno pr.:.c::; 
c.h,_._Tged b:, tht butt~1er t!l2y ~,,I.! re li..-in~ ne-1r. 
I-IP- heel becl.l told bv thrc or four t.un­
thorougLly reput.1blC: mPn who -~ h_e l~ad 
knv":n io_~ vc:r, -that it ''{ .:; uttcrlv u:n­
possi0lc for ~thcn1 to 1n.1ke a living. ~ T_hey 
said the price of catde Y ns Ln~ too lng.h, 
a1H~ <:oL· (•quentl:-" they could not 1nake any­
thing: o tt of i: He ventured to say that 
the hon. nlC'l1l;'cr for I-:_-~1'1'-a. "\YJ.~.o ~"nc~.­
in~initelv :more al ont the lJusin, ss than he did 
and probe· bl;· more· abou: it than m~y other 
member of the :Hou .r, •vould be &atlsfied to 
"aY that the butch2ro could not make mo::ey 
under tbl presen\ systClll. The hon. Inel;r 
be1· must know that. and h:-' (:.\.1 r. Forsyth) 
said it a::: a c.._uel thing 1hat n1cn \1.h.J l1ad 
been in 1 \c Dl :lnr ;S for y,.·:l.r _,ould r..:.ot 
nL.nag-e to n· J:·~c Ii-.-in --;.~ Di-d the hon. 
me·nJ-~. f"r l.lulim;,, thinx the butchPrs in 

{I thP orcli·lary Tx~"'.y \H' :naking a li,-ing? 
}lr. _..Ic:\1rxx: ·whosC' fault is it? Are 

\OlH' c.Ltle eo.;: tin·-· y .Ju .any !no re notv than 
they \n re he fer' ? " 

:\Ir. FOHSYTli_: If the :1011. ~ent!eman 
kiw>• auvthinp; about it. he must' know that 
t1L, ~Cd~ ... 3 .__h d to s,Jl at wbatGYer Drico 
the,- could rrt:·t. li a 1112-11 sent ea·, lt ln to 
the' ;~::devai'~cis, l~ow d1~1 he knotv \:·hnt price 
hf~ ·was 'go in~- to get? 

Mr. :\lc:\lrxx : The combinaticn fixes that 
up 

Mr. FORSYTH : All the talk about com­
bination 1vas :_nere bunktun. He ha.d been 
in the •·ards himself and ha.d seen consign­
ments ~f ea ttle from a dozen different people· 
·w·ho knew nothing at all about one another. 
How could :here be any combination ~tmong 
them? Thev sent stock there for sale, and 
they had no more conception of what they 

were going to get than the hon. member 
had. The price depend€cl, to a YC"Y l[:rge 
extent, on the 1aw of supply and Jen1and. 
If thx-re \\ras a, big quantity in the yards. 
d.o\Vll ·would cmne the price, ,··nd if rh0rc \Y-G.S 
a small num~er in and the butchers h,1d to 
buy to carry on thdr business, then up went 
the price. 

M!'. 1lc:'.IIXN: Who r0gulates the law of 
supply and c~en1and? 

Mr. FORS',_'TH : :\lost graziers sent their 
ce.Ule to tho ·al<>,' ards. Others perhaps sold 
larger lots to the meatworh. He really 
thought soc,Jething should be done so that the 
bdchers, ,;b-, -,._.._,Tc working under most ad­
n·r, e conditions. · 'wuld he enabled to make a 
livin,;. \Yith ·reference to whn.t the hon. 
rnel,>bcr for D,·a;-ton had said, he 1::\fr. 
Porsyth) had told the Promier on a previous 
rccasir·, '· cb ii he were wiliiug- to supply 
met:-tt to the In1perial GoYernmcnt and also 
to the 3tatc butchers' chops at 4~d. per lb., 
he• 'hould -,nangC' to t.ell to anv private 
butcher '1 t the sam·e price. · 

The PRE1IIER: You con1e along to-n1orrow 
n1orning and \Ye will :fix it up. 

Nlr. BEBBI:o.-GIOX: A very good arrange­
Jnent. 

Mr. FORSYTI-i: If that were ·done, the 
pri.-ate butcher-. v ould lJe on the same foot­
in;·· a;:; the State butch.:rs' shops, and they 
cc .!le! s, ll t lvir nw·; t a little cheaper. It 
was no use saying ·hat pa·,toralists were going 
to 1naJ\:P n1ore rnonev out of it-, bec..J.use the 
nwat" urks boii.;ht tlvir stock ·on the basis 
of the price the~\· 'vcl'e g0ing to get for their 
meat. If I"Jth the Stale butchers' shops and 
the p·i,·atc bu·.dwrs g-,t their meat at 4~d. 
)Jer lb., it would :,e a good thing for 
owryonc Th'" public would get their meat 
a lir·:le f h, "lWl' than they did at present, 
aPe! the butchc1, would make ,, li1ing. \Yhen 
they had to pay 5d. and 6d. per l~. for the 
cattle they bou~ht in the open markot, they 
could not possibly compete with the State 
shops. Ho sincordv tru·: ,-.-j that come · atis­
fact'1r~,, .alTf' l~VC'.al"rlt - ;:oult~ bo come to. 

* Colonc l R:\ 'IT:I:\' thouc:-ht thC' J,j;.torv of 
the Shte bnehers' shops in Queensland' was 
:t .-ery excellent ilht,~rcttoon of wh'lt most of 
th"" propbc ird with rP;;ard to Shte enter­
pri,.es generally. y,-herever State butchers' 
shops had b en c hblishecl the priv tte 
butcher." had L 'C'l prac'.ir,ll:;' rui·wcl. No 
doubt, ·,he es.~blishment of the shops 
bcnefih·d J. c,•rtain proportion of pr0ph'. 
hut, undoubtully, they l1ad ne gr.:tYe 
injury to a Yen· lar;e number of neople 
who h~1d no right to he n1adc to su~ler as 
they hac! uffero·d on that accoun: It \Yas 
a yery good illustrabcn of \Vhat &:oing 
tc happen to other industries as State 
extended ii, operations. :'\lost ihem 
beJiey, cl in chc.tp foo·'- 'I'he present Go­
vernn1ent ('<me~ intu lJo,--;·er as the cha npions 
of cheap food. The 1a.te GoYernm -:.nt 1,"t ent 
cut claiming alco to haye done their best 
to e'in' th,, pol• llc chr,,p food. Th; Gm·rrn­
.ll1f'Dt had actually been an even greJ.ter 
'ailuro in th t re'n --t thQn the late GoYern­
lnont. Tht~v h b:'OU )1t duwn cj_<"\ price of 
meat in 1in nlccer \Yhere the,- had 
c hbl: he . State bi.1tehcrs' ;hops, but they 
had done 1t nry br.o·d:;· ,ot th• cx:wnse of 
other dictri, -,. The' iLmediate rosult of 
st-arting- a .c;t~Jte .~~1op in a dish·i-.!t was to 
ruin the butchers in that placP. In :\lary­
borough a .-ery pro·nineat butcher told him 
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tlnt he would practically have to shut up 
as the result of the establishment of the 
State shops in }laryborough. He had a 
branch busine·s in Childers 50 or 60 miles 
away fron1 ::Ylaryborou(ih, and no doubt he 
had to incre•.c3c his pnce.s there on account 
of the operation of the St.tte butcher'; shop 
in ::Ylaryborough. That >vas an illustration 
of th0 far~reaching ~onsequence'j of an enter~ 
prise of that kind. 

}fr. \Vrm: Maryborough is all right. 

Colonel RAXKIN : Let the hon. member 
~sk the butchers of Marvborough if they 
were all right. • 

::.\Ir. \VEIR: I am not conce1·necl tebout them. 

Colonel RANKI;\1: Of course the hon. 
members was not concerned about them. 

::\Ir. IVEIR: I am concerned about the people. 

Colonel RANKIX: The private butcher 
was very much conc0rned about himself. Xo 
dol}ht it was a good thing for the people 
hvmg near the State shop> in Roma street 
Woolloongabba. Fortitude VaiJe,·, Padding: 
ton, :'.Iaryborough, tnd Gympi~,· but so far 
as the gdleral body of the P'''J]lle of Queens­
land were conrc•rnod, those shops had not 
prm·ecl of <~ny bC'nclit, if thC'y had not proved 
an absolute curse. 

Mr. WEIR: The Isis Central Mill has 
askul for a State butcher's shop. 

Colonel RANKIX: They might ask for a. 
State shop, b~1t th.erB was no possible hope 
of them gettmg 1t, because they did not 
happen to be represented in that Chamber 
by a member sitting on the Government side. 
If the>· were, perhaps they might have the 
advantage d cheap meat. He believed meat 
w~s a commodity tha.t could be controlled 
>nth pe~haps kss ~ifficulty than any other 
commodtty, and, 1f the Government had 
really been sincere in their desire to give the 
people cheap meat, their proper course 
would have bfe!l to n:tend to everyone the 
same n_ghts ~hat they took to themselves in 
connection \Vlth t-heir State ,hops. 

The TREASURER: It is a v,radual process. 

Colonel RANKI~ : It was the process that 
W>;s '·:ro':g. ~h.e Government were simply 
usmg their pos1bon to commandeer meat at 
a, low pnc;e to enable them to retail it at a 
h1ghE!r pnce and bring in a balance-sheet 
shmnng a profit. But rhev did that at the 
expense of all the private butchers. Let 
the hon. member for Ithaca say whether the 
St 'lte butchers' shoi?s had proved a blessing 
or a curse to the pnvate butcliers. The hon. 
gentleman knew that they had proved a 
curse to these people. So far as the people 
outside the imm8diate areas where the Go­
vernlnent \Vere supplying meat 1.vere con­
C";rned, th~y had not benefited in the slightest. 
T11e Governm~nG \vere, to some ext0.nt re­
sponsible for the high price of beef outside 
their own butrlwrs' shape. ·what was to 
prevent .the 9ovcrnment, in making the 
undertalnng· \Ylth the n1eatworks, doing \Vhat 
ho ·i !wen >uggested h:<· the hon. member for 
::Vlurrumba 9 \Yhat wa< to prevent the Govern· 
n1e11t fl·orn cn.tcring into a f'cntract "With tht\ 
nleat\\ ork~ to ::upply, nt "~ certain price. any 
bntchc_· r0quirjn£{ 1ne.at? The n1,~ J.tu ork·-. i~ 
B:·i,brr_no 'honlcl be able to sttp;1ly any ~1utcher's 
Shop 1n Brhbanr-~State or otherwise-and 
th.'y s:10ulcl he able to supply the whole of t},,~ 
southern part of QaeenJlancl with meat. The 

[Colonel Rankin. 

meatworks at Glad5tone could supply the­
Gl.ttdstone district: the meaLrorks at Rock­
hampton could supply the Central di,:trict; 
the To·.,-r,sville meatworks could supply the 
Xorthern market; and the meatworks at 
Cooktown could supply the Cooktown district. 
Bv doing that they would not only give the 
people cheap meat, but they would succeed 
in keeping down the price of cattle. The 
high price of cattle was ea used by the scar­
citv and the competition that existed in the 
cattle market. There was nothing whatever 
to ,11reven~ the Government from extending 
the1r operations for the benefit of the whole 
of the communitv. It did not follow that 
the private but~hers would always make 
use of the concession. They might not take 
the meat from the cold stores, or the meat­
works, at the price fixed; but, knowing that 
the price was fixed and they could i!;ct it at 
that price. it would tend to keep down the­
price of cattle, and the injustice that the 
people "ere ;mffering at the present time 
would no longer e:cist. ::\1oreover. the ruin 
of so manv bc'tchers which resulted from 
State interference, would have been avoided. 
If the Government were drsirous of securing 
cheap meat for the whole people, and not 
one section, the opportunity was there. Th~ 
Government had the power, and they could 
verv well avail thc•m"elvcs of it. \Vith 
regard to the £19,00b, he had listened atten­
tivelv to the hon, member for Ithaca, and 
aho 'eo the PreHier, and he could not recon­
cile their remarks with the Auditor-General's 
report. They I1ad to look to . the Auditor­
General to pre~cnt what he beheved to be a. 
fair and honest report on any financial 
matter in wh'ch the State was engaged. 
Could anvbody read that report in an un­
bitnsed fr:cme of mind and come to any other 
conclusion than that the Government had 
BliiCAecled in securing some £19,000 from the 
Federal G:)vf•rn-.ncnt? He put the question 
to the Tre<tsurcr, and asked him, supposing 
tlw Fecleral Government did not pay that 
£19,000, would the State have lost that 
an1ount of money? 

The TREASCRSR: Probably. 

Colonel RAKKI~: The Treasurer was 
indefinite in his answer, and he wanted him 
to be definite, and sa v if the State would 
have lo•,'c that amom;t of money if the 
Federal Government had not [Lid it. 

The TREASURER: Yes, we would have lost 
the equivalent of it. 

Colonel RAXKIX: He conld not under­
stand the referencc ·in the Auditor-General's. 
report if that were so. He »·ould read the 
reference again, because it "\VPS a matter of 
great moment. The Auditor-General said-

" Re:rarding the amount of £19,627 
2 . 4d. a shov:n a hove as having been re­
ceived from the Commonwealth GoYern­
ment, I find, from the correspondence 
submitted in refercncq thereto, that it 
represent,, p.<yment by that Government 
of thicc State's claim for storage charges 
from the 3_l,ot December, 1916. ~o 31~t 
l''arch. 1917, on all frozen meat held m 
store to the order of the Commom\·ealth 
Government. 

" The existing arrangen1ents (as per 
agr''''men: between the Common·vealth 
and tl-,is State of 15th August, 1916\ re­
garding ihe balance of frozen beef­
approxim~tely 2.600 tons-held in :-.tore· 
in Queensland were thereupon cancelled,. 
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and the Commonwealth Government re­
lieYed of all liability in connection there­
with." 

Then followed the crux of the situation-
'• As no pavrnent was made bv the 

State butC11ers' shops to the meat" com­
panies on this behalf, the amount re­
mained as a cred;t to profit and loss 
account.'' 

It \vas po~~.ible that a ccrt3.in nmount ·was 
attacho hle as star age rharge:;<J but he could 
quire underR·cuLd that the Govern:m nt did 
uot suffer auv loss after the lllt='nt "\Ya.;; 

removed in other directions. H was unfair 
to charge the Commonwealth Government 
with that amount. Spealnng as a plain 
business man, and judging from the Auditor­
General's report. it appeared to him that 
that amount should not have been so 
charged. He did not know if anv benefit 
would result from the discussion, but if the 
Government were anxious to give the people 
cheap meat they would have an opportunity 
oi extel1lling their operations by placing the 
private butcher on chc same footing as the 
State butcher. 

Mr. BRIDGES (Tunclah): As a commoner, 
h•" certainly could not uJ<derstand how the 
£19,627 should be shown as a profit if any­
thing had been paid in connection with it. 
If it was a profit ic was n,ot made by the 
butchers' shops, and should not appear as a 
profit in the profit and lors account. He 
could not brin'l" the Premier's explanation 
to agree \Yith the 1nanagcr's---the n1an who 
was acting in a dual posi"tion. Mr. Ross was 
acting as an officer for the Imperial Govern­
ment and also for the State Government. 
\Vhe'J. Mr. Ross was giving evidence before 
the Select Oommittce the other day, he was 
asked-

" And the Commonwealth did not take 
it, and you charged for the moats. Did 
the meatworks charge you for it?" 

To that question JUr. Ross answered "No." 
Then he was asked-

" You made a contract for a certain 
quantity of meat to be supplied to you. 
Did the people with whom you made 
the contract fine you ?-\Ve were not 
bound to pay them. If they did not look 
far. enough ahead to 'have' us, that is 
the1r lookout." 

Had it conw to this: that th< ,, had to )rok 
far ahead when thev had to deal with Go­
vernments? He thOlight Governments should 
be above any suspicion of that kind. 

Mr. BEBBINGTO::<i : There should not be any 
Bharp practices. 

:Mr. BRIDGES : He was not so much 
concerned about whether the butcherr,' shops 
paid or not. 

The PRDIIER: It is nothing but slander. 
You are carrying on the campaign of slander. 

::.Vlr. BRIDGES: If the Premier did not 
sland_r anybody more than he (Mr. Bridges) 
did, then he would not slander very much. 

Tlv I'RE'\IIER : You arc continuing the 
campaign begun by the hon. member for 
D~b~ . 

:.VIr. BRIDGES: He was merclv rEading 
answers given by a ~;entleman wl1o heid a 
dual position and w11o seemed to have a 
somewhat difficult "row to hoe" in tryin:; 
to satisfv his two masters. It would be 
better i( each Government had their own 

m am, ger. It was quite clear to him that 
the Auditor-General showed the amount ''" 
a distinct prof1t. 

The PRE}IIER : \V e pa~- the salar,- of the 
.\.gent-Gener11l and provide him with a resi­
dence in London, and the Imperial Gm-er"­
ment get all his services. 

::\lr. BRIDGES: He wa' quite satisfied 
th11t it was a .-erv convenient office to slip 
an incom·en;ent .member of Parliament i1no. 

::V1r. MACARTNEY: The Pr('mier has 
stated that the criticiems of the Opposition 
in rPc-ard to the £19,000 were part of a 
c amp:~i'l"n of slander. He did not know what 
c:·itici· ms that the Opposition or any other 
Opposition could make if they could not 
take up th" definite statement of an officer 
of Parliament such as the Auditor-General. 

The PRK\fiER: Can you point out where 
he says it is dishonest? 

::\lr. :l:Ll .. C~~RTXEY: The Auditor-General 
had put it in the clearc .t rossible terms .and 
left it to the public and to the members of 
Parlianwnt to draw thei1· own conclusions. 

Th' PRE}!IER: You are twisting it. 
~lr. J\1 \CARTNEY: 'rh ere ''as 100 n:ccs­

sity to twist it. It ''-as drag::;ed out of the 
pockets of the Commonwealth Gov0rnment 
when the Cc:mmonwealth Government hc:d 
no right to be chan:o:ed "ith that money. 
It was taken fro,m the Commonwealth Go­
vernment on the assumption that this Go­
vernment paid that amount for storage. 

The PRE}IIER : \V e would have got far 
more if we had kept the Commonwealth 
GoYcrnment to their contract. 

::\Ir. :\1ACART)[EY: The hon. gentleman 
could say what he liked. 

The PRE:\iiER : I challange your statement 
ar:•l I e,•v if \VG had kept the Common­
wealth Government to thc,ir contract we· 
would have got a much larger profit. 

:Yl:·. ::VL'I.CARTN"EY: The amount the hon. 
gentleman would have got from the Com­
mon,, ealth Government would have de­
pended on the damave which the Queens­
land Government sustained through the 
breach of agreement, and as they had sus­
tained no dam"ge. there would have been 
no compensation. They collared that money 
from the Commonwealth Government when 
the:' had no right to it. The Premier got 
··'P 11nd said that was a specious argument. 
He defied the hon. gcntlem11n to put a state­
! wnt on the table of the House giving the 
figures in whirh that £19,000 appc·:med as 
&djusted between l1is Gm·ernment e.nd the 
mc•at companies. The hon. gentleman tried 
a lot of bluff and oaicl hP would appoint a 
Royal Commisc:ion if thE' Opposition pnt un 
,, cerhin amount of mone:'. No Royal Com­
mm,wn that th<> hon. g;c"tlem::n could 
appoint ,_,:ou1d ;wo• c that th,~y ever p:· i<l one 
JWnnY of that £19,GOO tlwt "'"' recovered by 
the Premier fr:Jlll the Commomvealt'1 Go­
yernn1ent. 

The PRE}!IER: \Ve could proYe that the 
Commonwealth Government should have 
paid us a good deal more than we charged 
them. 
,. :\:1:. G"[J).!X: The Oppositiol' has been 
charged with all sorts of things, and he 
\Hmld like to mak0 some rep]_,-. The 
graziers had been accused of creating a 
'' ri1w" to keen uo the IJrice of cattle in 
the Enoggera Sale~w:nds. Ther~; h~d been 
nothing of the sort done. The gmzH'rs had, 

Mr. Gunn.] 
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done their best to get their ea ttle to the 
Enog-gera Saleyar•ds riuring the \V11ol0- time 
z<' tne shortage. Circulars had been :,ent 
out c:J'·king for cattle to be sent in and say­
h~:;· .. I ·wi<1 t-:-J gc JdnE..,,-~ yc11 1vonld Sc>1:l1 
sorne eattle in, or else the loc..Ll butchers IYi:l 
be ruined." Th2 graziers had been lH'i.'­
fectl>~ loyal to the people of Que('n;]cnd and 
had not worked in collusion in any shape or 
forn1. Then, ag.1in, it haJ bct~n said that 
the whole debate had been in the interests 
of the graziers, a,nd the Premier alluded to 
th'? graziers as beef ba,rons, and all sorts 
of thin; It did not ,matter to th.; grnzier:; 
what price was charged for the m<'at for 
lov:J.l consu1nption. So..-en thousnnd tons of 
beef was a mere flea-bite to th~ graziers. 
\Vha t the grazier 1vas 1vorrying about. ant~ 
what he did not like to t'ee, was that his old 
.friends who had dealt with him for years 
"~ere b ·in~ ruined, and ruined through no 
sin of •heir own. ~lost of the butcherc h>1d 
started in a hum 1 le w':1' and had worked un. 
If the privat~· butc>hcr,; could ge' their m<>at 
fron1 i·he n1cahYol'ks at the sn,rnc r& 1 ;: as the~ 
St:.~t 1}ntchns' "he;" thcv wcnl.l not mine!. 
Th, Gm ernment carried, on their butchers' 
shops "", ·ith ccrnn1anclPP~·rd meat. TlH':V com­
n-:_au~h-crcd it t a lo\ver vric"' tb"n the 
Drdiuary priYato butc~1er :'ould ?'C r it. 

l\I1·~ PqERSE:>;: You arc getting a fair price 
for your bullocks. 

}Jr. G"CNN: He W3•; not complaining 
about the price he was getting for his 
bullocks. The price .of his bullocks was 
fixed by the price charged to the Imperial 
l~overnr11c·nt. It d;d ncL 1natter whether 
there \·.ere State but<~hC'rs' ~hops in Brj~banc­
or not '·O far as h.._: -..vnc:; conccrne·d. as he 
wouJd get the same price for his bullocks, 
but he did not think that .:. duo.ving cla<.s of 
r cop le should be ruin·•d when there "~ <LS no 
occasion for it. All the Government needed 
to have done wns to have commandeered the 
meat at the rde eh. rgcd to the Imperial 
GoverPIIJCnt a1Yl have supplied the pri,-ato 
butchc···.,, 

) Ir. Pt.TERST:X: Ho'v do You account for 
the f."ct that 300 but~hc'rs· sl1o'l• \Ycrc dos' ~j 
in .\ ... ~ :to~·ia . .dnri_lg the l-ast six -nJonths? 

:\lr. GUXX: He supposed the butc1wrs' 
shops in VictorLL were closed because meat 
was not a!Io·.ved to go to Victoria. As for 
the articles appearing in the "Daily Mail," 
with l'CCLCPCC to the £19.000. if th "D~j]~, 
l\1ai]" h .i m>1de a mi .. take, the Prm"lier had 
hi' rcJJ ~c1v, but h.e mnst rem~mber that the 
"Courier" and the "Tclegr 1ph" had mode 
ilL "cnne- Lli~take. I-Io 'vould ju,t a' ':·Jon 
1---01ic1'~ those p;_._pcrs : ~ :-Je vYould tcJre the 
wcrd nf f·1e Prt miPr. 

The PREmlm: That shows the nece,sitv of 
proceedin;:- ;,.gaimt them, That is strong 
,-..yidu -;e of d ,~,m ·Lgc. 

Mr. GL:NN: The: hon. gentleman was very 
fond of the l>1w. He ,,·as alwavF in the law 
<Courts, :·nd there wa' a nhance" for him. 

The PREliiER: \V ill you undertake to go 
into i.hc box and S"-Y e-au believe the papers 
cftnd not me? 

J\h. G'CNN: It depended on 'rh>lt the 
paper.' 2 ,i l. bul he v. ou·ld bE'lieve that st&te­
ment in preference to anything said by the 
l1on. gcntlenutn. 

Question 1 ut and passed. 

[Mr. Gunn. 

POLICE SUPERAXN'CAT!ON FUND. 

The TREASURER moved-That £44,729 
ls. be granted for "' Polic<: Superannuation 
Fund." 
Que~tion put and pacsed. 

GOYI:R:>;:l!EXT ADVERTJSIXG o~FICE. 

The TREASURER moved-That £5,584 
be gr .. mh:d for " Governme 't )cdvertising 
Office." 

:,rr. GL:XN: He had raised the quoetion 
the other en·ning as to why the Government 
did no• dccJ with the countrv Press direct 
in t".cd of through an agent. · 

The TRE.\S'CRER: That was dealt with when 
you raioed the question before . 

l\Ir. GU::\"K: He thought, perh..cps, the hon. 
gentle man had some further information. 
He did not se.~ why the country Press should 
not d0al .direct with the> advcrtisinb" ma.nager 
in,tc .. d of through an agent. 

Th" TREASURER: The hon. member 
would see that the vote dealt entirely with 
raih' ay advertising, in connPction with \vhich 
there vm. no arrangement with the country 
Prcs~.. It 1'Hl~nut taanugc·d by tho adYerti·-,iug 
Qlanager. 

::Ylr. ROBERTS : Did he understand the 
:i\fini;,ter to ~av that that £5,584 was for rail­
\vay advertisillg? 

T'oe TREASl:RER : Yes. 

l\1r. ROBERTS: He wanted to b:·ing 
under the .department's notice the treatment 
meted out to the various papers outside the 
metropolis. He was doing that, not in the 
interests of the papers, but in the interest, 
of the people for wham t.h.,t a.d,-ertising 'vas 
inserted. He had noticed l"C)ented:y, and it 
had been brought to his notice by othero, 
that when ihere "as going to b,• a train 
alteration in Too-v{OOlnTJa, or an excur.;,ron, 
they gencmlly found that a parac:mph cover­
ing about a couple of inches v, as inserted 
about a day beforo tlw occasion on which 
the rxctu-,ion v.ras run. r:rhose things did not 
'npear to .him to be satiofacror at ail. He 
thought that a longer publicity should be 
given to th0 object in !'e;,~·~ ~t of ,, hich they 
were advertising. He also thought that a 
little n1ore spnce ought to be gi\ \'n. They 
·would see, perh~:,ps, 4 inch~s i!.1 the rncb~o­
politan 1Jancr,, in respect of an l_·xctn- ion 
"','C'hich ,;ya~ to Et ._Lrt fron1 Too-..YonrnOa__; 
'\.11ereas in the local papt'rs the;' ·would sec 
onlv about 1~ iL~h. Con· ir~:rinrr that those 
pe<)ple also had to put in a par.cfTaph he 
thought t~:a.t greate!.~ c>on• 1del'B.tion should be 
given to them by the department. 

J\.1r. liL\CARTNEY: He \Yanterl to know 
,~,-h-..-r the!'e tYUS a ncccssitv to ic~. :·case t~w Yote 
hY ·oYer £600 in these t"ilJU. The vot0 was 
ol·ig}nal1'7 included un-der t 1H3 revenue" vote 
of the Raihq0 Dcna:'tment. and lac,t year 
Rmounted to £4.970 for nineteen offic,•rs. 
This yc~,r it was £5.584 for seY8'1teen officers. 

The TRnSURER: One pnrt of the YOO» was 
devoted to edvertidng not in nev:spa ::rs. 
Th€ incrc.ased Dost of 1naterial, particu; ul:_v 
glass,- accounted for the extrn amo'~lllt asked 
fo~. 

::11r. BEBBI:::-;[GT0::-.1: He mlS not !':oing 
to complain about th,"t cxpE'nrlitnrE'. In the 
L:nited States, Endand, arcl other placE'S 
whPo'e thev hnd verv large busin0ss. thev 
hml an cx1;cr'· who 'lnls very highly paid and 
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\ve.s considered to be a n1an of ~reat iln­
portance. He ha-d not with him fhe salary 
whioh wa" paid to the gentleman who wa' in 
charge her€. 

The TRTCAsrm:R: \Ye have already voted it 
:in the Hon1e S\'cretilrT~s Es±;i1nates. 

:3.1r. BEBBI::'\GTOX : He admitted that, 
but it ''as a very important thing. 

Question put and pa·<sc.d. 

STATic HOTEL, BABI:>DA. 

The TREASuRER moved-That £15,700 
be grantoo on account of " State Hotel, 
Bahinda.'' 

Mr. MACART~EY: He was sure the 
hon. gentkman was not o-oing to allow such 
an interesting institution" to go bv without 
giving them so:me information rcg'"arding it. 
It was rather a unique institution; the only 
one of ifs kind in Australia. 

The TREASl::RER : There are Stfit.c hotels 
in IV<".cern Austraiia and varic u.s ot-her 
places. 

.:\lr. J\IACARTXEY: It was the only one 
in the Eastern States. 

Tite TREASl::RER: Is not there one at 
VVonthaggi, in "\'ict~->ria? 

:Yh. ~.1ACARTXEY: He thought they 
ought to have some information ;rom the 
he-n. gentleman as to what its succc'· had 
been up to the prco.ent time. 

The HoME SECRETARY: It is an absolute 
succe--,s; I can essure you of that. 

:Yfr. J\IAC.-\.RT="EY: He wofild be very 
glad to hear something of the hopes for the 
~uture. He also would be gla-d to know if 
It had done a" ay with the illi<eit sale of 
liquor in the district. 

The I-Im1E SECRETARY: Yes, ii has. 

C~Ir. ::1IACARTKEY: Perhaps the hon. 
gentj0man could give them the information. 

The Ho:uE SECRI:TARY: I have given all 
the information; it, ~s a well-cot:ducterl 
institution; it is doing rmnnrkabjv gcod 
busine .. J, and it is meeting the went: of ihe 
people. 

:Y1r. ~1ACARTXEY: He woul-d like to 
know from the hon. gentleman whether it 
was an hotel that was necessary for the pur­
pose of accommondation other than the 
>'upply of liquor. 

The Hm1E SECRETARY: Oh, yes. 

:Yir. MACART?\EY: He also wenlcd to 
know what was the difference in the business 
between the sale of liquor and providing that 
accommodation to which he had re;erc·ed. 
They had an accout:t there: from the Auditor­
General who ,tated that he had not ".Ub· 
mitted a statement of profit and loss ac'Count. 
The hon. gentlem<~n shoul-d give th~m in­
formation of that account. Thev had wh'lt 
was called a statement of receipts for the 
three months ending 31st August lasr, but 
that information was rather meagre. Evi­
-dently a. very large amount of the State's 
monev had been, put into th<~t venture, 
totalling upwards of £20,000. Surelv the 
hon. gentleman coul-d enlighten the country 
as to whether that money had been profitably 
invested. • 

The Ho::~rE SECRETARY: Oh, it has been 
profitably invested-financially an-d morally. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: In connection with 
their State enterprises the Auditor-General 

.had made certain recommendations to the 
Government with reference to the provi~ion 
which must bee made Jor their management. 
He said-

" As intimated in my report on the 
accounts for 1915-16, I am now submit­
ting statements of account from the date 
of the inception o; each undertaking to 
the 30th June, 1917, which means that 
the butc:1crs' -shops, 1UWlnills, and coal­
mine accounts will include about eighte<?n 
months' transactions, but henceforth the 
accounts will be closed at the 30th June· 
of e<1ch year. 

"In me· report for 1915-16, paragt:aph 
155. I pointed out thc.t these undertakmgs 
are not governe-d by any special AeT · 
P~P·F:lLlCnt. ;:nd :->_To being· controlled uy 
different Ministers. <el 

" From the experience 'l'aine.d in the 
audit of these accounts during the past 
vec.r I am sati ,fi, d that the placing of 
thecc~ concerns unde~ one direct control 
would make fox· efficiency and economy. 
This could be done >vithout special legis­
lation, and, jn LJV 0 1 )inion, is a matter 
deman-ding early attention. In addition, 
however, it apncars to rne that an ..:-\et 
should be- na': -.''cl at n.s e1.rlv a date as 
nm -;ible, -:;o~ttin"- ~ut a systeri1 in reg·ard 
to the financial nunag0ment of State 
und;:rt,;kinF"· 

"I would again detail th:· matters re· 
quiring statutory provision-

(1) Recognition .o~ the present tr!'.de 
concerns and JWOVIS1Dn for the esrabhsh· 
1nent o£ further ones; 

(2) How the funds are to be ]>ro­
Yided: 

(3) Tln nature of the aecount3 to ~Je 
kept; -

(4\ Dctennination of the capital 
costs; 

(5) How sinkin<5 funds are to be 
charged and a!IO\ved ; 

(6) Proyision for .deprecia!ion and the 
disposal of the surplus prot1L; 

(7\ Submission or' a b.tlance-shcet, 
trading account. and profit and wss 
n_ccount ,:yearly to both Houses of Par­
liament. 
" The necessity for some statutory 

authoritv rcgz.rding the above matters 
has already been realise-d by rr·e, and I 
have at present before me a request from 
the Railway Departm;ent that the sur­
plus profits of the ratlway refreshment­
rooms for the neriod ended 30th .Tune 
Isst should be' paid over to railway 
r: venue, notwi th,tanding that, so far as 
Treasury accounts are concerned, t-here 
is a large debit balance against refresh­
ment-rooms. 
"~o pronswn. however, has been 

made by Act of Parliament or other­
wise, 'regarding such profits. ':nd it would 
appe11r to me that if such actwn as above 
sugf!'F .t.··d were taken, the profits on the 
but~her·-' shops and State stations should 
be similarlv dealt with and placed to 
consolidated revenue." 

He did not know what was the nature and 
extent of the profits which the hon. gentle­
man expected from the State hotel. 

The TREASuRER: You will see it stated 
on the Estimates. 

Mr. Macartney.] 
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2\1r: MACARTXEY: He did not think the 
particulars were ample Pnough, and the 
Auditor-Genera! himself said there was no 
'balance-sheet. 

The 'I'RE.\SrRER: l_)ntil the Yenture has 
been running twelve !Y:onths we cannot giye 
Hr7 full details. 

Mr. MACARTXEY: At any rate, pe~­
haps the hon. gentleman would say what h1s 
intention was with regard to the profits of 
the hotel. How did he propose to deal with 
them? -

The TREAS"CRER : Put them into the trust 
fund. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: Was it the intention 
to accumulate profits for the credit of the 
trust fund, or to pass over ascertained pro­
fits to the consolidated revenue 9 Those 
were things which the hon. gentlem.an should 
give them some information about. 

The 'rREASURER : That is fully dealt with 
in the Financial Statement. 

Mr. BRIDGES: At one time he had moved 
a reduction in this Yote, but the Minister 
had assured him' that none of that money 
was to be spent in connection with the 
hotel. He should not have been foolish 
-enough to listen to the Minister. 

The TREASURER: X one of that money was 
spent in connection with this hotel. 

Mr. BRIDGES: Some of the money was 
spent in clearing the site for the hotel, 
which came awfully near having something 
to do with the hotel. He had a grievance 
with the Government for building an hotel 
at all. Further than that, in spite of an 
Act passed by both Houses of Parliament, 
the Government had not t.he decency to come 
d0wn and amend it, but simply proceeded 
as if there was no Act of Parliament at all. 
The Government should set an example to 
the ordinary individual to keep the laws of 
the country. He would have gone so far 
a'· to prosecute the Government, and he had 
had advice on the subject to the effect that 
the Government• was not only breaking the 
law in a prohibition area, but breaking the 
law by selling liquor without a license. They 
wer<e breaking two laws; but the trouble 
was that no one could enforce the law against 
the G'overnm·ent, unless they could get a 
police magistrate to give the case against 
them. 

The TRE.\ST:RER: Did your advisers sav 
that we were breaking the law by selling 
liquor without a license? 

Mr. BRIDGES: Yes. 
The TREAScRER: By selling liquor in the 

railway refreshment-rooms? There is no 
lie en·" there. 

At five minutes to 9 o'ckck p.m .. 
0-Ir. ROBERTS took th~ c·hair as Tem;oon.ry 

Chair·fJa.n. 
Mr. BRIDGES : He was rather impressed 

by the evidence given before the Council 
Seled Committee in connection with this 
hotel. :vir. '\Villi. m Gall, the Under Secre­
tary to <;he Home Department, gave evidence 
as follows:-

"Is the Babinda district, where the 
hotel is situated, within the sugar dis­
trict prodaimed under the Sugar Works 
Act of 1912?-Yes. 

"Am I right in saying that th~t Act 
prohibited any new hotels being erected 

[Mr. Macartne.y. 

wi~hin a mgar r.rert ?-The Act closed 
Clutornaticallv all hotels that -were vvithin 
a proclaimed sugar area. I think it is 
Ulhier .3ect:on 12.~' 

The n-_,x:t questjon \Yas-
,, Did any :11inister at the tirrr<' that 

Act •vas pasfJPd give instructions 'vith re~ 
c:ard to the closing of hotels, and were 
any clo"ed in conseqUE'ncc of those in­
structions ?-Yes. There were two hotels 
closed in consequence of tho issue of the 
Order in Council creating the sugar 
ar:__,a." 

That proved that the Government went to 
th0 expense of buying out the hotels which 
were already in that district. 

The 'TREA , c·R•:R : \Ye did not buy any out. 
\Ve paid corrpensation, so that we could take 
a way the licenses. 

Mr. BRIDGES: They closed them up, 
and paid compensation. 

The TREASURER: They still hold the hotels. 

Mr. BRIDGES: Even if they sold sly 
grog, the hon. gentleman could not prose­
cute them, and the GoYernment sold grog 
on the sly themseh·es. Then, JYlr. Gall was 
further asked-

" \V ere those hotels closed without corn· 
pensation, or was compensation paid?­
Compensation was paid to the two hotels. 
I think the u.mount of compensation was 
decided bv the court." 

If thev had l~ft those two hotels there, there 
would' have been no more incentive to sly 
grog-selling• than there was now. 

The TREASURER: Those hotels woulcl not 
give the accommodation which the Stat-e 
hotel doea. 

Mr. BRIDGES: The accommodation was 
sirr·pl v a farce, as it was not taken advantage 
of to 'u.nv extent. 2\1r. Gall himself admitted 
that the. accommodation at the hotel was a 
hilure. The House had thought: fit to 
declare this as a prohibition area, and the 
Government said they were out for prohibi­
tion, but when the GovPrnment :mw a chance 
of n1akin.g a few~ pounds in t~is prohibition 
area, they h oke tLeir own law, and put 
up an hotel, and m:1de the excuse that they 
could 110t stop sly grog-selling. 

The 'I'REASrRER: '\'l~e have instituted 
twenty prosecutions for sly rrrog-selling. 

Mr. BRIDGES: He supposed wh<;n ~here 
1vere pro ecutions, not a ilne was Inflicted 
-the Gove·:nment would remit the finE' 

The TRSASCRER: That is a pure slanr1.er. 

Mr. BRIDGES: If it was a .. ]and<'. the 
slander wa' in the t;·uth of the assertion. 

The HoofE SECRETARY : There hag never 
hccn a fine rPmitted by me, anywa3 

:C.lr. BRIDGES: He was only supposing 
that it vias. [Governmimt laughter.) How 
was it that the Government admitted that 
it was Sfl weak that it could not stop sly 
gro;:;-selling? Thev could stop sly grog­
sdl'ng 'f they tried. 

The TREAScRER: 'rhe late Governm'ent did 
not stop it at Babinda. 

~Ir. BRIDGES: .. What was tho good of 
the GO\-ernment, as a party. saying that they 
wonld go in for prohibition, and admitting. 
with the next breath. that they could not 
stop sb· grog-selling? It brought. the whole 
thiEg down to a farce. He beheYed that 
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they could carry on prohibition, not only in 
tO\nd 1- _lt in the countrv. A Go­

[9 p.m.j Ycrnmcm •· ho preached prohibi-
tion, and then said that because 

the pco p le ,,-ould ha ye groz they "·ould erect 
a State hoteL '"ere not honesL .lt ·,1. as 111uch 
harder to stop 'ly grog-selling where· there 
-was an hotel than where thue was none, 
because they did not know where people got 
their e<rr"' from ·when there "·as an hotel in 
the di.,trict. There was a big area in ~un­
dah, Vl1lere prohibition was in force. and had 
been in force for the last twenty-fiye Y<'ctr' .. 

The H01IE SECRETARY: And there is plenty 
of drinking going on there. 

:i'.Ir. BRIDGES: Ko, thern was not plenty 
of drinking in that area. In the case in 
question a prohibition area had been pro­
claimed. and the Government then broke the 
law. · 

The HOME SECRETARY: You are simply 
ranting; you are not talking common sense. 

Mr. BRIDGES: He had intended read­
ing only a part of the Under Secretary's 
-evidence which bore on this question, but he 
had been interrupted by interjections. In 
answer to que•tions, ::\1r. Gall ga...-e the fol­
Jovdng evidence :-

"Was this alleged slv grog-selling tak­
ing place after the other hotels had been 
closed ?-It was while they were there 
and after they were closed, and sly grog­
selling is going on no\v. 0£ course, the 
police are vigilant, and prosecute in cases 
"·here they can get sufficient evidence. 

" Vir as this State hotel erected on the 
old site or was it on a new site alto­
gether? Di-d they acqu,ire the land?­
It was a township area. A certain area 
in that district was reserved for that pur­
pose. and the State hotel was built there. 

" Bv the Chairman: I see that the 
Auditor-General say•>. on page 43 of his 
report regarding Scate industrial under­
takings, that provi•ion was made in the 
loan estimates for the hotel. Do vou 
kiL>W whc,ther that authority "·as gi\·en 
before the work was startEcd ?-I coul-d 
not tell you that. The \Y orks Depart­
ment would know the exact date." 

At question 1159, Mr. Gall was asked-
" Ha Ye there been many prosecutions for 

sly grog-selling recently ?-There have 
been one or two prosecutions at 1\'Ioola­
bah. That is apparently where the sly 
grog-selling is carrie-d on now-there and 
at Gor-d01wale." 

Then. at que· tion 1133, there was this evi­
denc_:_-

" \Y a am· liceme issue-d for this hotel 
in the mdi1;an· wav ?-~ot that I know 
of.'' " , 

\Yher · a. prohibition Act was in force no 
licenses were i~suod. :30 that it \Yas not a 
que tion of licr'nsc<::, bt!t it \Yas provided 
that no liquor shoul-d be sold in that area. 
Then. at quc"tion 1172, this evidence was 
giyen-

" The c<lx ·litor-General e-a id the bar tak­
in;:::s were £3.962 12s. 2d. ·:-For the 
period from ,.\ ugust to the 20th Oct<Jber, 
1917, the bar takings were .£5.915 ls. 7-d. ; 
dining--roo1n and coffeA-room takings, 
.£1,879 17s. ; accommodation, £336 15s. 
6d. ; billiards. .£225 14s. 9d. ; total, 
£8,357 lls. 10d." 

Mr. GILDAY: Not a. bad business. 

Mr. BJUDGES: He did not say the hotel 
would not pa3·, but he wa, ccrm:g!y of opinon 
that thr> GovGLment shou:d ha,-c: amended 
the Act befo;·e they built the hotel. nir. 
Gall was further a'ked-

" \Yould the hotel pay if it werP simply 
a bc.1rcl'!!g-houc-e, and the liquor h·adc­
w .. s doL awav with :-I could not say. 
It ''·ould uot -pay so well. It probably 
v·ould nc_:t pay." 

Anothee point that was very impGrLlnt was 
this-

" Do th<> Government pay a publican's 
license fee, find rates and taxes ·:--.:'\o: 
\VB pay no rates or t~,xes, and there rs no 
licemc for the hate l. 

Was that a fair thing? .\ll other publicans 
had to paY big license foes and rat<'l and 
taxes. He supposed that the Gqvernment 
expectPd the local authority to keep good 
roads near the hotel. In that event, why 
did the,- not pav rates and ta,xes? Still, if 
thev did that. 'it would not justify their 
action. He "·as against State hotels, and he 
was doubly against a State hotel being built 
in a prohibited area,. 

* ::Yir. PETRIE ('l'oombul': He thought it 
was to be deplored that the Chairman should 
call upon Mr. Robertsto relieYe him in the 
chair when the majoruy of members knew 
what a strong temperance supporter he was 
and that he was also a, good hand at putting 
down the liquor trade-he did not mean 
liquor. (Laughter.) He saw by the Auditor­
General's report that for the three months 
there was a balance of £2,245 4s. 8d., which 
led him to think that the hotel '"as a good 
business. However, he was with the hon. 
member for Xundah that an hotel should not 
be allowed, whether State or otherwise. in 
a prohibited area. He did not know that it 
was necc;,oa!T that so much liquor should be 
sold there, and nowithstanding that, it had 
already been proved that since the hotel had 
been there there had been far more sly-grog 
selling. Although he knew that the Home 
Secretary and the Government were making 
an attempt to put it down, the eYil still 
seemed to- exist. The building wa,s rather a 
fine one-it had stood the State in something 
like £20,983 14s. altogether, and they had 
first and second class accommodation. He 
Yrouid hav.e liked to sc:>o more accommoda­
tion in the hotel. In the busy times, when 
the crushing was on, it wa totally inade­
quate. He un-derstood tha.t moct of the Go­
vernment were great prohibitionists, and if 
they had put up a proper cdl'cc p.,lace­
doinr.; a,_,:ay 'cith the drink altogether-it 
would have been far better in th<' in ten -ts 
o£ the communitv. He had c.11led for a 
return showi•1g tiw number of han-ds em­
ployed at the hotel, including the ma,na.e<er. 
He believed that in ].Jr. \Vebber they had a­
V0r; go.)d mannger. and he aho kn<:>v: that 
the Government h1d sent up a first-cL-·, 
accountant in order that all the books mL--:ht 
be kE>pt properly. In working out the ta,ble, 
theY had t0 remember that board and lodg­
ing- was allowed in all case~. and allowing 
15s. per week per bead for hoard and lodg­
ing. it appeared to hin1 to \York out at about 
£1,411 per Y< ar. This year, after allowing 
for all that, they expect0d to realise some­
thing- like £18.000 in receipt. anc1 £15.700 
expenditure. -.howin;r a profit of £2.300. 
That was a good profit-it WHS not making a, 
loss. at Hll events-but nevertheless he "'"" 
against the p1·inciple altogether. If it had 
been rut up as "· coffee palace or accommo­
dation house, the Government would have 

Mr. Pet:rie.] 
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made .a g~: d thing out of it, egpccially when 
they considered that _no other person was 
allowed ro bmld itll hotel on a, prohibited 
area, and it would have snpplied the need. 
He '' as g·lad to know that it wao not one of 
those industries which w••re going to make 
losses, at any rate, <tnd if .an hotel did not 
pay, that wa-, when properlc: conducted 
nothing would P"Y· · ' 

:Mr. G"Cl\i'N: Monev could be put to far 
better use than in erecting State hotels · 
for instance, in building a railway fron; 
Inglewood to Texas, or in any other way 
that would be a ben•.:1t to the State. \Vhen 
they erected an hotel they were only makino­
money out of the vices of their fello,~ 
creatures. It ·-eemcd to him that the Govern­
ment hacl m~de a grave mist::<ke, ·_and they 
would know 1t when the electiOn t;me came 
along. They found fault with the Denham 
Government because the" restricted the sale 
of liquor, and becuuse they ,, ere sly grog­
sellers, and so on, but their methods now 
they were in office, rEminded him of the old 
tradition that if yo.l]; took a dose of poison, 
you. ould recover I< you took another dose. 
Actmg on thooe principles he supposed the 
Government thought that as there WR£'- slv­
grog-selling, if they opened an hotel an'd 
made lt legal for everybody to sell grog it 
would redut•J drunkenne,''"· But nothing of 
the 'ort had happened. Bad as slv ~ran-­
selling was, it was preferable to a 1ic~n;,;d 
~otel. He had been in the bush for a long 
time.~ and h0 had. seen s1y grog :-;elling gain'?; 
on awng the ra1lwa" lmes and elsewhere 
hut he had never seen RO much drunkenne~~ 
in conn<:'ction ·with sly grog-,bops as he ha-d 
seen at licensed premises. Anoth<:r obj cction 
to the State hotel at Babinda was that the 
Government h:1d e,tablished it in a prohibited 
area. and had encouraged drunkenness an1ong 
th; thousand

11
cmployces at the Central sugar 

mLl, and, au becau-:e tbo:y want,ed to put 
dmvn <1 cew sly grog-sellers. If the police 
did their duty-and he though+, they would 
if they were properly a -·sisted by the depart­
m··nt-there would be no need to put up that 
hot~! in, order t? ~ut a stop to -ly grog­
<elhng m the d1stnot. Practicallv all the 
profit from the hotel was coming 'from the 
snle of grog. There was a large number of 
temper!"nco people in Queensland, ancl, if 
the drmk trade >vas nationalised, it might 
be <aid t~at e,ll those tc·mperance people 
were helpm'\ to e'Ccouras-e people to get 
drunk. That was not a desirable state of 
affair,, and he believed the Government 
woulcl rue thP day they Btarted the Babinda 
hoteL The following report of the annual 
meeting of the Temnei·ance Alliance of 
Queensland was publish-ed in the "Courier " 
of 15th September last :-

"'Liquor shops' was the term applied 
to the State groggeries hv a speaker at 
the annual meeting of the Queensland 
TemperR.nce Alliance laot night. The 
twenty-first annual report, which was 
adopted by a representative gather;ng, 
also made condemnatory reference to the 
action of the caucus· Government in 
establishing these premises. . stating­
' \Ye have all along protested against 
State hotels, and shall continue to do so 
as reed for protests arise. \Ye are not 
alone in our protests, nor do we wish 
to be. In the Leo-islative Assemblv the 
Ho:ne Secretary ;,as asked to s~pply 
dehils as to the cost and earnings of the 
Babinda State hotel. Mr. Huxham 
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replied that the· cost of the hotel was. 
£17,551 18s. 2tl. The avera:o;<:' cost of 
maintenance was £299 z,,_ 6d.- per week, 
and the average total income was £391 
5s. 7<1. per week. The weekly takings were 
made up as follows :-Bar, £277 19s. 1d.; 
dining and coffee room, £85 9s. 10d. ; 
accommodation receipts, £15 17s. 9d.; 
billiards, £11 18s. lld. Mr. Petrie re­
ferred to the high cost of this hotel, 
which, he said, ought never to have been 
built on a prohibited sugar area. It was 
idle, he said, to talk about the hotel 
being built for accommodation purpo'•es, 
'\Yhen, as a n1attcr of fact, there were 
LOOO workmen in the vicinity, while the 
hotr-1 had accommodation for only seventy 
persom. On the day the hotel was 
opened, he said, almost every man in the 
district wa.s drunk. That was a nice 
kind of spectacle for the Home Secretary 
to bd10ld :• Later in the meeting it wa.s 
a~rc eel • That it be an instruction to the 
incominr: council to at once consider the 
'vhok n1atter of State hotels with a view 
to taking any action that might be 
dccnu;d advisable.'" 

From that it was quite evid nt that the­
tcmperanr~ people of Qu< ensland did not 
approve of the action of the Government in 
starting that hotel. 

TlH I-IOJIE SEC'RET.\RY: It is the intem­
perate people of Quec·1shnd who talk in that 
"trttir:!.-not the ten1pernte. 

:\Ir. GL':i"X: The time was coming 'vhen 
the temperance people of Queensland would 
have an opportunity of exprepsing their 
opinion a.t the br- llot-box. In the old country 
people were doing their utmo•t to l'E trict 
the drink traffic in the intn-'sts Df war indus­
tries, and the following cablegram from Lon­
don wa., published in the "Cour' r " of 7th 
November last:-

' Th0 convictions for drunkenness in the 
Lnited Kin:;dom during the year 191& 
totalled 84,191, the lcwest number on 
record, and between 50 and 55 per cent. 
below the 1913 record." 

JI.Ir. PETEUOX: \Vith 5,000,000 men away. 

}I.Ir. GuXX: There are a great number of 
thea1 going backwards and forwards. In any 
ceoe, there were not 5,000,000 out of England. 
There w2re all the men in the home defence­
armv nnd th2re were all the 1nen 1vho \Vera 
in training in England. And what about 
their Alhtralian troops who were in train­
ing in Er:g~~nd? There were nothing like 
5,0·10,000 mru at the front. The whole thing 
was a vcrv sad commentarv on the adminis­
tr:tion of ·the present Government, who were 
try in~ to p:ucler to the vices of their fellow 
beings and to make a few pounds out of 
them through the sale of drink. If no pri­
vate individual was allow,;d to start ar:. hotel 
in the vicinity of a mill that gave employ­
ment to 1,000 people, the Government should 
not start an hotel in the locality, h they 
could not make a profit under such circum­
stances. and with no rates and no license to 
pay for, they would not be able to m~ke 
money at anything. The present occupcmts 
of the Treasury benches would be very sorry 
for their ::wt'on in starting State hotels, 
They ho.d not given people any better accom­
modation, ::md thev had not done anvthing to 
increase the comforts of the workers. 

The Hm1E SECRETARY:' It's a pity you don't 
talk sense. I know what the hotel is like. 
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::Ylr. STEVENS (Roseu·ood) : It had beea 
remarked previously that the Government 
i" their State enterprises always took up 
some busine'g that had already been madn 
payable by private enterprtse. They had 
started butchers' shops, sa.wmills, and various 
other industrie., including this State hotel, 
all of which had been proved payable under 
private enterprise. If the Government 
wanted to prove that State control was 
bettc1· for the people than private entcrpri:.e, 
why did they not take up some industry 
that had proved .a failure under private 
enterprise? Why had they not attempted 
to establish the cotton industry in Queens­
laud-something that would be beneficial to 
the State-i£ the Go-;ernment could prove 
that they could make it a payable proposi­
tion? They would not take any risk of that 
kind. They wanted to take a hand in some­
thing that had already proved a success­
something that they kne.w was likely to give 
them a profit, and something that would give 
them a chance of proving that they were 
successful as a Government. But, with all 
their interference with private enterprise, 
they had not been able to prove that. The 
State had gone from bad to worse year 
after year under their administration. In the 
industries in which they had engaged they 
had only been able to show any sign of a 
profit through obtaining their supplies below 
market ratb. They all knew that the Go­
vernment were \Vorking at an advantage com­
pared with private enterprise in the busi­
ne' -Ps in which they had engaged. They had 
no rates to pay, like private people. Instead 
of proving a benefit to the State, they had 
really done injury, inasmuch as they were 
depriving local authorities of the revenue 
t0 which they were entitled and which were 
so necessary to improve the roads; and in 
various other ways their interference had 
r;roved detrimental rather than beneficial. 
The Home Secretary appeared to be very 
proll'd of the hotel, but he (Mr. Stevens) 
did not knom why. All the Home Secretary 
had done was to provide a groggery for <1 

number of me11. In other respects, the hotel 
had proved a failure. It was purely the bar 
trade which kept the hotel going, and 
that wa~ what the Government catered for, 
although they professed to believe in the 
total abolition of the liquor traffic. Some 
little time ago the Northern papers referred 
to the fact that accounts owing by the State 
hotel since last March to tradespeople were 
still unpaid. 

The HoilTE SECRETARY: The man who said 
that is a deliberute liar. 

Mr. STE'VENS: That was the statement 
made in a Northern paper. 

The HO}IE SECRETAHY: It is a deliberate 
lie. 

Mr. STEVEJ'i"S: Anyhow, that was the 
statement he read in the paper. 

The HOME SECRETARY : Don't you believe 
me when I tell you that it is a lie? 

Mr. STEVENS: That was a direct charge 
made in the public Press, and the hon. 
gentleman should make the Press retract it 
if it were not true. Tradespeople would not 
·supply goods to the State hotel because· they 
were kept a long time without being paid. 

The PREMIER : You want to keep us con­
stantly at law. 

Mr. STEVENS: It was amusing to hear 
the Chief Secretary say that, because, owing 
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to the bad laws passed b~ the present Go­
vernment, it meant a. rich harvest to thb 
lawyers, and especialiv to the hon. gentleman 
himself. All respectable people in Queens­
land would agree thnt the Government had 
no right to provide facilitieg for men to get 
drink, especially when it was against the 
profe".sed principles <;f the Government. 

Mr. SWAYNE (J:lirani) congratulated Mr. 
Roberts on occupying the chair, but re­
gretted that he was not >tblc to take part m 
the debate, because he was such an able 
champion of temperance. \Vhere were ~he 
champions of temperance on the other s1de 
of the House? "Nhere ,;as the hon. member 
for Bundaberg? 

:.VIr. BARBER: I am here. without any cant­
ing humbug. (Laughter.) 

Mr. S\VA YNE': Hon. members knew the 
conditions existing in the vicinity of sugar-­
mills. Ono of the evils that existed was 
when there was an hotel in close proximity 
to a mill. '!'hey all knew that on the morning 
after pay day the mill was sometimes hung 
ur· for ha.lf a day, because there happened 
to be an hotel near. They knew that spe'?ial 
legiolation was pa'ded to prevent. hotels ben:g 
built ·within 5 miles of a rarlway or 111 
sugar-:nill arHJ.s, and this was broken by 
the Gov<ernment. They were told that accom­
modation was required at Babinda, but the 
report showed that only £219 was taken for 
accommodation, while nearly £4,000 was re­
ceived hom the sale of grog. His. chief 
objection to the vote wa.s becttuse rt was 
t-·o much to spend on one hotel when they 
knew that loan mmwy was so scarce !J-nd it 
should not have been spent on an hotel. The 
monb" rhould have been spent in building 
brid "·; .. , .me! making roads and otherwise 
developing tlw countr:c. In his district a 
o-roup of tann~_rs at 0':oYens Creek \Verc faced 
~ith ruin because the'· could not get a branch 
raih\ay. It was only a few miles, and their 
crop \Vouid be rotted .in the gr<;u:rd next 
seaeon through want of rt. The Mmrster for 
Railways was up there and. told then: that 
there was no "roney to bmld the ra1lway: 
'T'he Public \Vorks Commission recommended 
the line and evidence w:ts given before that 
commis;ion to show that the line would only 
cost £24,000, or only £4,000 more tha_n the 
State hotel. If that line were not bmlt by 
next vear then £21 000 worth of sugar would 
be lo~t to Queensla~d. Surely no one would 
ray that it would be b:tter to. build an h<;tel 
in preference to ;, rarlwa,- whiCh would brmg 
£21.000 extra to Queensland. Money was 
not plentiful now, and they wanted every £1 
to help in the devc"lopment of the co_unt:-y. 
He did not think the electors would Jnst1fy 
his spendin;; that amount of money_ on a 
State hotel. He objected to 1t hunself. 
because he thought the money was needed 
for building railways, bridges, and making 
roads. 

Mr. BAYLEY: To hear the opinions ~d­
vanced by members on the Gov:'rnm~mt srde 
of the House one would never miagme that 
th,, Labour party had "total prohibition'' 
in the forefront of their plat·form. One would 
imagine that the idea of temperance reform 
was merelv a. new-fancrled fancv: but there 
was nothing new about it. Prohibition had 
gone far beyond the experimental stage. 
What did they find in the United States? 

Mr MAY: More sly grog-selling tha.n in 
any ~ther country of the world. 

Yr. Bayley.] 
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~vir. BAYLEY: Absoluteh' no. In America 
oul of fmtv-eight States, · hventv-four had 
gone ab-olutely- .. dry." :::\ot only that, but 
60 per cent. of the people in the rnitcd 
Stales were living in prohibition areas and 
75 pe-r cent. of the \.Yhole area was '' Jdrv." 
In the forefront ot t-he L cbour platfot·m .;vas 
iohl prohil:Jition, and they we1·e nrrying 
om that plank by establishi-ng hotels in pro­
hibitecl areas. If the Gov0rnment had seen 
fit to introduce a Bill to alter the law and 
rr·ake their action legal, the Opposition could 
not have cav1lkd 'o much, but they had 
absolutely broken the law in establishing 
an hotel at Ba '1inda. The GovermnBnt state-d 
that their idea in establishing that hotel 
\vas to do a\Yay ,,·ith sly grog-selling2 as a 
great amount of grog W[IS consuned in 
,,ecret. ::'\ o one could accept such a >tate­
rnent ~s that. _In the great majority of cases 
men d1d not drmk because they liked it. Thev 
drank. in order to be e-ociab!c. The grea't 
ma]onty of men would never trouble c,bout 
strong drink if there ,,·ere no hotels. It 
wa& simply b?cause it had been_' made easy 
to secure drmk through legalising hotels 
that so much grog was consumed. It was a 
very difficult matter to get drink under the 
sly grog syHtem. as it was necessary to run 
the risk of the law, and it was not respect­
able,, but. instead of making it difficult to 
obtam drmk, the Government had made it 
£asy. They had n:•ade it appear respectable. 
'l'hat was the party that had always posed 
as the temperance party in this State. 
Apart from the rights and wrongs of the 
thing altogether, had the Government made 
a succ-ess of the State hotel? Instead of the 
fact tha!; about £18,000 had been spent on 
the Babmda State hotel, and in spite of the 
fact that that was the onlv hotel in the 
district, and in spite of the" fact that thev 
had had a big turnover so far as the saie 
of drink was concerned, their profits had 
br·en pract!c,Jly nil, an~ they had charged 
the full pnce for the drmk. The price had 
gone up, in fact. That showed what bad 
business managers the Government were. 
It showed that they could not even run a 
State "pub" successfullv. Thev received 
from uccommo~ation about £16 ·per week, 
and the grog bill was over £300, which was 
no credit to the Government. .As a business 
proposition, it was absolutelv bad and from 
the standpoint of uplifting the pe~ple of the 
country, it was absolutely denlm·able. Llo-cd 
Gem·ge, the Premier of England, stated_:: 

" T_he Empire is fighting three 
enemies; Germany, Austria, and drink, 
and the greatest of these three is drink." 

Onl:-· the other day a well-known nublican 
m Brisbane made this statement- < 

" I used to support the Liberal partv 
but how can you expect me to suppoi·t 
the Opposition now. The present Go­
vernrr-ent are opposed to 6 o'clock closing 
and if the 6 o'clock closing movement 
IS succc~sful, and mv hotel is closed at 
6 o'clock it means 'a lo•.s of £1,600 a 
year to me.'' 

He said he would be a fool to do otherwise 
than support the present Government under 
those circumstances. He mentioned that fact 
t{) show the trem·endous amount of monev 
spent on drink in Brisbane, and it behaved 
the Gover':'ment at the present time, above 
a.ll ot~er hmes. to d'? all they possibly could 
to brmg about sobr1ety and efficiency, and 

[Mr. Bayley. 

to inculcate a habit of "wing in the peoplo 
n that they could do as much as possible 
to help the Errpire at the present juncture. 

1\L-. :\IA Y: After thE> tirade of the hon. 
men:·ber for Pittsworth, he could not let the 
vote .;o throu,J1 without a few remarks. If 
they rm·m,d to- the men in the front trenches 
ftghting for the Empire to-day they found 
tJ,at the Scot~hmen were doi~g wonderful 
work, and thcv \YCl'" all .,-hiskv-drinkcrs. 
The Englishmrtn liked hio beer; and the 
Irishman Fkc<l his whisky too, and yet they 
we-re the lmcct fightero in the world. 'When 
they came to the 2\Iahc-mcdans, who were 
put down as water-drinkers. whY, the 
Britishn licked theni every time. -

~Ir. BAYLEY: \Vhat about the Sikhs? 

i\Ir. :\lAY : They were very well when 
they were mixed with the British. The 
Babinda State hotel was established for the 
benefit of the whole district, and he was 
sorry that the Government did not establish 
an hotel at Cloncurrv at the .same time. Ar, 
hotel br-:mght down the price of livil'lg, 
and brought down evervthing that was of 
benefit to the Labour moverr .. ent. The way 
the Ba?inda hotel was managed at the pre­
tlme tune wao an example to the rest of 
Queensland, and if they had a few more 
of such institutions in the big centres of 
population, it would be beneficial to the 
,,-hole communitv. Thev did not want to 
make a big profit out o.f the hotels. · They 
wanted to bring about moderation in liquor­
drinking. He would like to see one in Bris­
bane, in Cloncurry, and all their Western 
towns; and he was sure it would be the 
means of keeping the workers in a better 
s!ate of health than they were at the present 
t1me. 

Question put and passed. 

STATE 8.-l\'DIILLS. .. 
The TREASURER moved-That £60.000 

be gramed on account of "State Sawmills." 

* Mr. PETRIE: He thought that the Upper 
House was to be congratulated on having 
appomted a Select Committee regarding 
State industrial enterprise'>. Thev had 
brought out a lot of evidence that they, as 
membrr>, or the public outside, would not 
haYe got otherwise. 

The TREASrRER: You could have got all 
that information by question. 

Mr. PETRIE: Ko. they could not; they 
had nen'r been able to get all the informa­
tion ,,-hich theY desired. 'When thev con­
sidered the huge sums of monev in the wav 
of v,na uthoriscd expenditure that this Go­
Yenunent had spent. it \Yas necessary that 
some Select CommiTtee or Commission should 
haYe gone inrD those n1atters. 

The TREASl'RER: Do .-ou sav that this ex­
penditure on. State sa,vll1ills is~ unauthorised? 

l\lr. PETRIE: It was all unauthorised ex­
penditure on industrial enterprises. 

The TREASl'RER : This vote has been on the 
Estimates for the last two yeaTs. 

Mr. PETRIE : He was speaking in a 
general wa:-· of those industrial enterprises. 
He ·.-nd other members had sai·a that the 
Teason the Government started those State 
i>awmills was that they· were going to give 
the people cheaper timber. It had been 



Supply. [30 N OVEl\1BER.] 3507 

borne out in evidenc<> that mch had not been 
tlw case. TheY had it in the <>vid<>J:ce of 
)lr. Can1phell,L and he conld quot£.> the 
e\·idC'ncc of othf'r private ::'.awnnll-ownpr". 
IIo 1vas askc•(l-

" I-I a c.~ vou anv kno,·dec1fYe vvhv the 
Gnvenn 101it Pl1rcllascc1 Rayl~Iond's~ saw­
·mill at Bri·:bane ?'' 

}1r. Campbeil sai·d-

" H is known to the trade. and it is 
also kno· n to tlw general public. The 
r _·a~0ns given by the Goyernnu:mt for the 
purcha-.c of State sa>vmills was that the 
f-aw!nill~rs were making huge profits out 
of the industrv. Statements were made 
bv members of Parliament, both inside 
ai1d outside the Home, that the State 
could sell the. timber 4s. or 5s. per 100 
ffet less than :;·c are selling it, and still 
s.ww a profit. 

The TREASL'RER: That 1s his imagination. 

:Mr. PETRIE : There was no imagination 
J.bout it. Those >Yere statements which could 
be authenticated in more ways than one. He 
was asked-

" \V ere either of those statements true? 
-No. I would refer you to question 1091 
in J\Ir. Bromiley's evidence, where he 
states that when he took over the mill 
the· prices were then ridiculous. I would 
likc to say that I quite agrcP with him, 
and I am quite satisfied now that the 
Government recognise that that was so." 

He noticed that the question put to Mr. 
Bromiley was-

" Do you remember your people at any 
time wanting to have the prices raised 
because you found you could not make 
the business pay at the old prices?" 

He said-

" Yes. I di-,coyered yery quickly that 
we could not sell at the prices we started 
selling at. The price-s then were ridicu­
loJ1s." 

" \Vas the increase made as the result 
of an agreement between yourselves and 
the Timber Merchants' Association?­
No. They told mc that they proposed 
altering their prices, and I said that I 
could not see that thev couJ.cl do other­
wise unle-s they were prepared to sell at 
a. loss, and, of course, they altered their 
prices, and I did likewise." 

Then he was also asked-
" Are the sources of supply of your 

milia at all oonnedod with those of the 
Timber Merchants' Association ?-No. 

"You can run your business without 
rE>fercnce to th0ir schedule of prices?­
That is so." 

He thought that if ::\Ir. Bromiley were lcft 
to decide for himself, he would very quickly 
get in with the Timber :Merchants' Associa­
tion. :Y1r. Bromilev was a first-class man and 
a good n1anager; ~he \Vas quite capable of 
carrying out his work well. Hc (Mr. Petrie) 
belieYed he got on well with the owners of 
private sawmills. Th<>n, J\Ir. Campbell was 
asked-

" Arc you compet<>nt to form any 
opmwn as to whether the Government 
got good or bad value for their money?" 

That was in roQ"ard to the purdwse of J'IIr. 
Rayn1oucfs sa\'i-;nill. J.Ir. C~u:1pbr ll said-

" All I like• to ay on that point is that 
I cou~idel' ~Ir. Ra,·n1on l a \Cl'\ luckv 
111an to g:0t the pric'e that he did:'' V 

He c'm' irlered so. tea. lie thought h<> was 
111ost for1nnato. uurl if he had l)c,.•n in his 
pc_ -~ition he \Yon' :1 hnYe been only too glad 
to "·<?11 out at the price at '"hi eh he did. ~Ir. 
Campbcll wa" then askcd-

" IY cuJ.d vou lik~ to sell out on tho 
sa1ne condit.ions ? '· 

n1r. Campbe11 >aid-
" I wonlJ. YC'ry much.'' 

He >Ya~ asked-
,, Ha ye you approached the Govern­

rnent-I suppose it is reo late now?­
I unde,·>tancl there wcre about fifty who 
approached the Gon'rnment at the time, 
but ' e were not one of them. 

" IY e have alreadv had evidence- that 
the Sta to sawmills "have increased the 
prices of timber-how do the prices of 
the State sawmills and the association 
prices compare- at present ?-Taking the 
list of prices issued bv the State saw· 
mills, with the disqount we give to re­
cognised builders and big purchasers 
such as contractors and furniture people, 
our prices are bclow those of the State 
sa \Vn1ills.'' 

The TREASURER: YOU know yery wcll that 
that is not true. 

Mr. PETRIE : He knew .-ery well that it 
\Vas quite eorrect. 

The TREASURER: You don't. 

Mr. PETRIE : Mr. Campbell had been 
connected wit'h the timber business for thirtv 
years; he had been brought up in it ; and 
he belonged to a reputable firm, and he 
would be the last man in this State to stand 
up and tell a commission or a Select Cam· 
mittee things that were not true. 

The TREASL'RER : I think he would be the 
first man to do it in connection with that 
subject he is talking about. 

::Yfr. PETRIE : He said-
" I haYe a list of prices here that I 

can hand in to the committee. Thc ordi­
nary typcwriting shows the State sa>V· 
mill privs, and those underlined in red 
ink are the association prices for the 
same cla" of timber.'' 

The prices we1·o attached to the end of one 
of those reports of the Select Committee. 
Ho was not going to go into the matter of 
the quotations. He wa:: sure the Treasurer 
had seen them, and he was sure he kncw, in 
his own mind, pE'rfectly well that all :\lr. 
Campbell ha.cJ Btate.cl were facts, and co11ld 
be borne out. 

The TR~.\SL'EER: It i3 simply the statement 
of a man with an "axe to grind." 

Mr. PETRIE: Not at all. The Treasurer 
would remember that he put a question to 

the Treasurer on behalf of Mr. 
[10 p.m.] Campbell with regard to royal­

ties. The Auditor-General, in his 
report, stated that, as far as the State saw­
mills 'Nere concerned, th<>y paid royalties just 

Mr. Petrie.] 
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the same as private owners. This was what 
l\lr. Campb ,u said, when the question was 
put to him-

" Have vou anv knowledge a•• to thc 
royalties p'aid by "rhe Stat .. , sawmills and 
the private mills 9 - Yes. On page 1675 
of " Hansard" for this session, in reply 
to a queotion which I asked Mr. Petrie 
to put, the 'Treasurer said that the prices 
at Taromeo paid by the State run from 
2s. 3d. to 3s. 6d., and that the general 
l'ublic a;·e paying fro,m 3s. 3d. to 6s. 1d." 

The TREASCRER: You asked that question 
at the instigation of Mr. Campbell. 

:Yir. PETRIE: There \Vas no harm even 
if 1Ir. Camp bell did suggest it. H<l had 
been out of the building trade for a long 
while, and he did not want to get up in 
the House and ask questions without sub­
stantial grounds. 

The TREASCRE~: You allowed yourself to 
be made a tool of. 

:Mr. PETRIE: The Troa·,urer was wrong 
in saying that. He always did it when: he 
considerrecl it was in the interests of the pub­
lie. :Mr. Campbell said-

" I notice in :Yir. Bromilev' s evidence 
a statement I \Vonld like to "take excep­
tion to. He stahd that they are pay­
in" more rovalties than \Ye are. That 
is~ not a fact. 'Tho;z• get their royalties 
at a basis fixed bv the GoYernment, with 
no co1npctition; ~wherca,~ \Ye have com­
petitif:m all the time-not only competi­
tion an1.ong: t our~elvE>~, but amongst the 
timber-getters. Further. the State saw­
mills have the advantage at the prec.ont 
time in the fact that the block of t~mber 
thev are 1vorking is far nearer the mill 
than a lot of others who are paying a 
higher price, and that gives a tremen­
dous ach-ant:lge to a mill. 

"The nearer to the mill, other things 
being cqnal, the hig·her the royalties 
-would be ?-Yes. 

"Do vou :·av the State sawmills are 
treated 'better 'bv the Government than 
the private ;,1illowners ?-Ah olutel:"­
Their block of timber should be put up 
to comrwtition, and the public should be 
allowed to bid for it. The Government 
have no Tight to ·ay to the. Stttte saw­
uills, 'You can have this nice handy 
block of timber for 5s.' \V e should be 
given a chance to compete as well as 
they." 

At ten minutes past 10 o'clock p.m., 
'The CIIAIR:ll.\X Tesumcd the chair. 

Then another. very important question was 
put to :\Ir. Campbell-

" Does your firm supply any ti,mber 
to tho Govornmc 1t departments ?-Only 
to the Railway Department at the pre­
sent time. IV e used to supply a good 
deal to the Day Labour Department at 
one time, but \Ve are ne\·er asked to 
quote for it now. \Ve only quoted 
one price last year. \Ve would very 
much like to get a chance of quoting 
for the Government, but we are excluded 
frorn doing so. 

"Do vou think vou can do as well as 
the State sawmills';-! am quite certain 
that we can.'' 

He could bring the evidence of other "entle­
men tc. proYe that the State suwmill; were 

[M" )'.::r.n·e. 

not supplying timber anv cheaper to tho· 
people thau it \Yas before the State sawmills.. 
were started. 

The 'TREASCRER: Th·?Y are very ono-sided 
statements. 

::Ylr. PETRIE: There was the evidence 
and the pricA lists, and the TrE·;;surer knew 
that he could not get behind that evidenc&. 
He knPw that in the department they could 
probably arrange things to suit tho,mseh·es. 
He knew exactlv what could be done in the 
building trade, "and in an office, and there 
was not alw.tvs fair-olav. The State saw­
mills got adY.antages- t11at private sawmills 
did not get. They did not pay any Govern­
ment taxation, or rates and taxes to the 
local authorities. They' did nothing towards 
the upkeep of the roads. \Yith fair and 
just competition he had no fear that priyato 
enterprise would boat State enterprise every 
time. It was known that the workmen some­
times took adYantage of the Government 
now in power which they would not take 
with a pri,·ate employer. He wanted to 
refer to the expenditure on the depart­
mental worbhops and stores at Ipswich road. 
He had put a good many questions to the 
Minister regarding these \'. orkshopP. 

The TREASL'RER : That does not come 
under this vote; it is a separate vote. 

Mr. PETRIE: Then he would resene hie 
remarks on that t{) a later stage. He wanted 
to emphasice the fact that the Auditor­
General said that rovalties and railwav 
freights were charged against State sawmills 
the same aJ priYately-owned saw.mills. \Vith 
regard to imurance, the Auditor-General 
stated in his report-

" Although the \Vorker3' Compemation 
Act applies to employees of the Crown, 
the GoYernment decided not to insure its 
officers, but, in hen thereof, entered into 
an ·&rrangf~n1cnt soon after the Act can1e 
into force. wherebY the Insurance Com­
miHioner would n{;,nage and fi:mnce all 
cL im settle nents, such disbursements, 
together with a nnn .. gcrnent feo of 5 
per cent., to be refunded by th·_ various 
departmen7·· concern< d. Actin~, under 
this arrangement, the policy taken out 
lw the State sa wmil! >wts cancelled on 
6th September, 1916, l1y the ref~md. of 
the premium already jJaid. :Nothmg 
eYentuated then until 15th Kovember, 
1916, on ···hich elate an employee at one 
of the mills was killed, resulting, unde1· 
the above arrangement, in a liability of 
the sa 1.YHtill of £600, plus 1nanagen1ent 
fee. £30. 

"On 14th December. 1916, the manager 
of the State sawmill applied for a 
workers' compen,uticn policv to date 
back to 1st July p,·evious, and the policy 
being accepted, paid the premium of 
£208 on 3rd ·January, 1917, thereby 
transfereing its liability on to the ~nsur­
ance Department, who paid the clmm of 
£600." 

'That was a Yory sensible procedure on. the 
part of the Go\·ernment. The _\udJtor­
Genem.l also said-

" A comparison of the figures in the 
two tables ''A" and "B" tend t{) show 
that had the sales equalled the produc­
tion during the period ended 30th June,. 
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1917, the operations would have shown a 
p1·ofit instea·d of the lo" recorded of 
£532 6s. 4d. In other "ords, the sum of 
£14.572 Ss. 4d. (the value of the in­
creased stock) was invested during the 
period under review without anv return 
being Teceived :ro1n same. w 

"'The >visdom or otherwise of this 
course \Vill reveal itse:lf later, but it 
should be a matter for consideration 
whether the present policy of increasing 
the stock is advi,able. The business 
cannot be expcded ·to show a profit 
>vhilst the ratio of the turnover to the 
production remains as is shown in the 
last peTiod." 

'l-Ie agreed with the Auditor-General that 
~heir stocks were rather laTge foT their tuTu­
over. He di·d not wish to derrv the State 
sa>vmills, but he did not "'nt to see them 
worked at a loss. The Government bought 
all Ra:ymond's mills as a !Toing conc'ern, ;nd 
.paid 16s. per 100 supe1·hcial feet for the 
stock. and they must have made a loss on 
that stock. For a portion d the yea1· the 
wwnnlls showf>d a loss of £1,3CO. and lateT 
-on they showed t, net loss of £1,380 15s. Sd., 
-nnd the Auditor-General :-.aid-

" It w .1s then held bv me that tne loss 
'was more than accounted for bv reason 
of the fact that the stock of timber on 
hancl at- rh: Briebnnc hlill nt the cl .te of 
purchnsB ;,y J -, over-estirrmted both as 
reg-ards quality and quantity, ~nd to that 
ext-"'nt. at le tst. too much was paid for 
the stock.' For the period from 1st 
October. 1916, to 30th June, 1917, a 
further net losg of £532 6s. Jd. is shown, 
but in this case no Stlch reason can b,e 
advTJ need for the loss." 

He thought the Auditor-General >vas fair in 
his report. He noticed that it >vas antici­
·patf'd that this financi-al vcar thcv would 
·make a profit of £2,000, bi1t he w.:, ratlwr 
doubtful of that. and lwld that in fair cc.m­
petition >vith privat"' millowncrs it >vould be 
found that nrivatc mills could su.•plv timber 
<heaper thun the St ·te sa>Ymills coul~l sun•1lv 
it. ' , 

Mr. Gl:::"XX: This ''\tatP savw.1.1ill business 
,,·.as not as prof-itable as th{l~oyernn1ent 
·wished to mo.k0 out. \Yhcn the mills were 
purchas<id it was :':lclc1 bv the Government 
+hat people were heinc· e~plo'•' eel bv millers, 
and ihey . s.tid the ~tate rmYmill' would 
<:heaperr firnber to the 11nblic; but "\V hen 
thE>y started in tlw htHinns rhev found that 
·the~- hac! "c~ug-ht a iart 'r." The sawmills 
h_ad been ru.n at a lo J. and the price of 
tnnher h1d risen. }fr. 1\ixon. who gan' evi­
denc<' lwforo the Council Select Committee, 
""\VaS a~·kcd, ut qtlf-'",tion 13<:")8 the foJlO"\Vino­
?JUC'Stions :- ' :::. 

"I-Iavo ~·)ricr·-=. gone un since vou tcJk 
offif'P. under the~ assc cia tion? __:.ye", on 
t~>:·o occasions. 

"Did J he prices charged bv the State 
sawmill go up on c h ~occasion?­
Immf>diat< ly. In fact, t'·cir prices W<'re 
ba,ed on tlw p;·iccs charged hv the 
::Vlilkrs' Association. " 

"Did the:- offer any objection to the 
prices going up ?-They welcomed the 
-inc_::easc." 

Of course, they welcomed the increase, but 
even \vith the increase in the prices for 
timber thee· could not mc,ke the mills pay, 
thoug·h they ha·d not to pa;-; taxc·. 'tnd other 
expenses that pri\-ate Jnilio,vners had to pay. 
The n1ills were c~1arg·ing a lower prl{'e to the 
Day Labour Departm< ,1t for the timl.wr sup­
plied to rhe department, so that they made 
the ·day·latour sy,;tem appear to pay at the 
exp'lnse of the sawmiils. A fruit-grower in 
his electorate required a lot of timber for 
cases, ;,nd he wrote to difter<mt eawmills fo:c 
quotations. For a half-bushel case, which 
wus the cize most used in that industry, he 
got the following quotations :-Walker, 
Allora, &d.; --, Killarne;>', 5d. ; Peterson, 
Killarney, Sd. ; p, achy, Toowoornba, 5d. ; 
Lahey Brothers, Brisbane, 6d.; StatH saw­
mills, Sd. There was a big difference be­
tween the 6d. of the Brisbane prh-ute mill 
and the Sd. of the GoYernment mill. ~ot 
only that, hut only the otheJ· day some of 
his fruitgrowers found it \'Cry difficult to 
get fruitc-asos at alL b0eause the 1nills 1vere 
nov{ 1naking up cases for the Southern 
market. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: They g;et 
more than 5d. there. 

Mr. GUN:'\: He did not know what they 
got, hut the prh·ate mills were quoting a lot 
lower than the State mill. If they were 
patriotic why did they not quo'~ as low 
as the priHtte mills? A great deal of their 
timber was being cut ;,p and going away to 
the Southern fruitgrowe;s, and if they were 
Hot careful thf•v 'Yould suon run out of fruit­
case stuff altogether. He thought the Go­
vernineG!; n1ight ,devote son1e attention to 
seeing whether they could not get some sub­
stitute for timber, bec~use in a few vears 
time thcv w-mld not haYe sufficient timb'er to 
build th~ir houses, and something else could 
sure! 1 be us"d ;'or frnitcases. The Govern­
ment' were also ta l:ing a lot of credit for 
the \Vorkers' Compensation Act. In that 
re>pect, the Auditor-General ;,:1id-

" .'dthour::h the \Yod;:ers' Compensation 
Act applies to cm;oloyee .. of the Crown, 
the Go;;crnn1ent dcc1ded not to insure 
its officers. but, in heu thereof. entered 
into an arrangement sooi1 afte1; the Act 
came into force, "·hereby the Insurance 
Commissioner would m an age and finance 
•. !l claim settlemf"tts. such disbursements, 
togdher with a management fee of 5 per 
cent., to be refunded by the various de­
partments concerned. Acting under this 
arrangement. the polic:- bken out by tho 
State so\Ymill >Yns car;cdled on 6th 
September. 1916, hv the refund of the 
premium already naid. :\'ching eventu­
ated th0n until 15t-h ~· .. ~cYcmber, 1916, on 
which date an employee at one of tlla 
milis ''·as ki !led. resulti_Jg, under the 
aboY·~ -~.rrangL·l11E'nt. in -a liability of the 
sa',vmill of £600, p!u.c management fee, 
£30'' 

"On 14th Decen1her, 1916, the n1nnager 
of the State ··owmi!l applic•d for e. 
.-~·orkcL·s' compen_s.-.tion llolicy to date 
back to ls:t July prcviou;;;. ar l th0 po1icy 
be£ng 'ncceptt~d. paid the 1_11'Cf!:1iuut of 
£208 on 3rd J,muarv. 1917, therdw trans­
ferring its li·=tbility ~on to the In'surance 
Dc;'artment. who paid the claim of 
£600." 

Jfr. Gunn.] 
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That would not make a bit of difference to 
the person injured. Hon members had tried 
to make out that it had been paid out of 
the generositv of the Government. Nothing 
of the sort. " It was compulsory insurance, 
and the money would ha.ve had to be paid by 
the Government, if not by the sawmill, so 
that all that had been done was to cook the 
accounts so as to make the sawmill show 
less loss than it should show. Then again, 
the timber and machinery in the sawmill were 
not insured for half tht'ir value, and if a 
fire occmT<:>d and they were partly or wholly 
destroyed, the Government would have hoo 
to date back their policy-go in for a 
retrospective policy. He did not mind if the 
Government did not insure their employees. 
He thought, in a big concern like the Go­
vernment service, if there was an accident, 
it might be paid ou.t of the consolidated 
revenue and be done wrth it. But why 'pre­
tend to insure their employees and their 
'a wmills when they did not think it necessary. 
Then again, the timber that was going to be 
used at the joinery works at Ipswich road was 
to come from the State sawmill. He saw 
that one gentleman Jra,d given evidence to 
the effect that they would never pay or be 
a. success. It had been suggested that thG 
hest way to get over the difficulty and save 
some of the monev was to turn the works 
into a matchwork; A lot of their timber 
was going a\\ay to Victoria and being cut 
np there and being used for matchmaking. 
It would be cheaper and better if they 
turned the works into a matchworks and 
brought the phosphorus her<'. The people 
in the joinery business at present could not 
make it pay and some of them were going 
out of the buqiness. The Gowrnment, like 
all socialistic Governments, vrere no good at 
State ent·,,rprises unless they had a moowpoly 
.as in the ca'3e of co1npen"-a.tion insurance, or, 
as in the case of the butehers' shops. where 
thev were ·able to commandeer their stuff <tt less 
thai-t market rates. He thought that those 
State enterprises were proving more con­
clusiYely every day that they were not going 
tc. be a success. Thev had been tried in 
New South \Yaks and' under a Labour Go­
vernment in \Yestern Australia, and every 
one of them turned out a failure. In fact, 
he believed that in Western Australia they 
had a. steamer which used to run up and 
down the Svvan River, and he had heard 
ft-ori1 a r·eliable man that she could not steam 
&nd vvhistle at the same time. (Laughter.) 
She bad to pull up to whistle, like a race­
horse. 

The CIL\IR::VL\X: Order! Will the hon. 
me mho· 0ollnect hi; rem~rks with the State 
sawmills? 

Mr. GUXN: He thought that he had 
proved conclusivelv that the sooner the Go­
vernment went out of the business the better 
for Queensland. He did not want tl;cm to 
carry on the State groggery, but ev~n 'n th11;t 
respect the people were not losmg therr 
money, if they were losmg thcrr character. 

Mr. BEBBIXGTO='J (Drayton): He wished 
to make an explanation with regard to ~he 
insurance matter. He had no rdea of say.mg 
that anyone was robbed over that tr~nsactwn. 
'What he wanted to say was that rt. wa's an 
unbusinesslike transaction, because rt saved 
the sawmill £600, and they had the Insurance 
Department accepting a liability of £600 for 
£200. That was no bendit to the party who 
claime-d it. The sawmill would have had to 
pay it out of their own. funds. Surely the 
Government would adm1t that. 

At half-past 10 o'clock p.m., 

The CHAIR:\fA::'\ said: Under St11;nding 
Ordcr ='J o. 306 I ~hall now leave the charr and 
make my report to the House. 

The House resumed. The CHAIR:l!AN. re­
porte-d progree5, and the Committes obtamed 
leave to sit again on :\Ionday next. 

REGVLATIOX OF SrGAR CAXE PRICES 
ACT A~IEXD~lENT BILL. 

}1ESS_\GE FRO)! COUNCIL, ::\:o. 2. 

The SPE.l..KER announced the rece_ipt from 
th~ Lcgislati.-o Council of the followmg mes­
sagf' :-

" )Ir. Speaker,-
" The Legislative Council having had 

under consideration the n1e~sage of ~he 
Legislative Asccmbly of date 29t):l ::\o­
vclnber, relative to th<' RegulatiOn _of 
Sugar Cane _Pr~ces Act Amendment Brll, 
beg now to mtrmatc that they-

" Insist on that portion o_f the addition 
to clause 6 containcd in !me~ 43 to 56, 
page 6, Jbt propose the fo!lowmg ar;rend­
ment :-On line ,39, after 'owner,' msert 
'or canegTo\ver. 

"In which amendment they invite the 
concurrence of th? Legislative Assembly. 

"Agree to the substitution of the -;o~d 
' eight:.·' for the :vord 'seventy-five m 
th•'ir amcndment m clause 12, pag;e 10, 
lines 52 and 53; and iw;ist on the mser­
tion of the other vvords of the amendment. 

::\Ir. G1JX='J: He was only alluding to 
State enterprises. He would be only too 
glad if the Shte sa,Ymill did turn out to 
be a success. People in ],is e-lectorate would 
be glad to get cheap c;•5es, and he would 
he .-er:· pleased .if he couid get cheap timber 
for his men's a0commodation, but what was 
the good of all that waste of public money in 
order to rnn a sa":m ill at .a. loss? How did 
the:~· eo.::pect people who had to pay rates 
and ta,;:es to compet" witl: the Go.-crnment 
which p.,id norp and did not insure its 
e1nployees ':1 

"Agree to the substitution of the v;o~d 
' ci o·htv ' for the word 'seventy-fiye Ill 

their ~·: wndment in dame 12, page _11, 
lines 19 to 24 ; and insist on the mserhon 
of the othcr words of the amendment; 
and 

"Do not insist on their other am~nd­
ment~ in the Bill to which the Legrsla­
tive Acsembly. have disagrecd. 

"Legislath-e 
"Brisbane, 

"IV. HA1IILTON, 
" Prcsident. 

Council Chamber, 

The CHA.IR:'.IA::'\: Order! 

[Mr. Gunn. 

30th November, 1917.» 
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Co::>siDERATiox rx Co1nnTTEE oF Co-cxcrL's 

:\lESSAGE. 

Clause 6-" ,Jppeal fro>n -wluation "­

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
moYed-

" That the Committee do not insist 
upon their disagreement to the omission 
of that portion of clause 6 which is con­
tained in lines 43 to 56, page 6, and 
agree to the further amendment of the 
Legislative Council in !ine -39, after the 
wor·d 'owner.' '' 

Question put and passed. 
The Houee resumed. The CHAIRJIA:<r re­

ported that the Committee did not insist on 
their disagreement to the omission of that 
portion of clause 6 which was contained in 
lines 43 to 56, page 6, and agreed to the 
further amendment of the LegislatiYe Coun­
cil in line 39 after the word "owner." 

The report was adopted. The Bill was 
ordered to be returned to the Council with 
the following message:-

" :\1r. President,-
" The Legislatiye Assembly having had 

under consideratiOn the message of the 
Legislative Council dated 30th Novem­
ber, relative to the Regulation of Sugar 
Cane Prices Act Amendment Bill, beg 
now to intimate that thev-

" Do not insist upon 'their disagree­
ment to that portion of the addition to 
clause 6, contained in lines 43 to 56, page 
6, and agree to the further amendment 
proposed on line 39 after the word 
'O\Yner.· 

"\V. ~fcCORMACK, 
"Speaker. 

"Legislative Assembh- Chamber, 
"Brisbane, 30th :"iovember, 1917." 

~IO'C:c\T :i\IOLLOY RAILWAY EXTEN­
SIOX 

PLAX, ETC., RETUR:"i"ED FRO:ll COLiXCIL. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of 
a message from the Legislative Council in­
tim':ting that they had agreed to the plan, 
sectiOn, and book of reference in connection 
with this railway. 

JOIKT CO~IJI.IITTEES. 
CoNTIXcATION D-cRING REcEss. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt from 
tt1e Legislative Council of the following mes­
sage:-

" That, in the opinion of this Council, 
it is dec;irable that the members constitu­
ting, re3pectively, the Joint Library 
Committc ~, the .Joint Refreshment Rooms 
Committee, and the Joint Buildings Com­
mittee, should continue to control, dur­
ing the reces: ,, the se..-eral matters COln­
mitte>d to their charge as such commit­
tee during the session. 

"'rhat the above resolution be for· 
warded to the Legislative Assembl>" bv 
me, sage inviting their concurrence there­
in.~' 

The PRE;>HER moved-That the follow­
ing me"agc be sent to the Legislative Coun­
cil:-

" ::\Ir. Prc,,~ident,-

" The Legislative As emb!v. havin<r had 
unrler consideration the Leg]slative Coun­
cil's message of this day's"date, relative 
to the control of the Library, Refresh-

ment Rooms, and Parliamentary Build­
Ings during the reces", beg now to inti­
mate that thev concur in the resolution 
contained in that message. 

" vV. McCoRMACK, 
"Speaker. 

"Lee,·islative Assembly Chamber, 
"Brisbane, 30th Km-ember, 1917." 

Question put and passed. 

BRISBANE TRAMWAY PURCHASE 
BILL. 

SECOND READING. 

The HO:\>IE SECRETARY (Hon. J. 
Huxham, Buranda): In moving the second 
reading of this Bill I may say that it is an 
important, Bill for the people living in a,nd 
around the citv of Brisbane. It is recognised 
that in 1920 the trams mav be taken over 
from the present company, ·and we propose 
that they be taken over and vested in the 
Government. I want hon. members to recog­
nise that the Government are simply taking 
over the trams for the local authorities. The 
Government's intention is that the trams 
shall be taken over· under the Greater Bris­
bane scheme, notice of wl>lich was given 
to-day. It is proposed that all public utrlities 
in and around Brisbane shall be vested in 
that authority, which shall have control over 
all matters appertaining to the people in 
tllC' metropolitan area. I know that there 
will be one part of the Bill that will be cDn­
tested bv hon. members, and that is the part 
where tlle Government take no responsibility 
for that portion of the tramlineq which were 
unauthorised. The Tramways Company made 
extensions which were unauthorised by the 
GDYernment. It is a fair thing that that 
portion of the tramway which was autho­
rised will be regarded as an a'"""t of the 
company, and that will be taken into con­
_,idcration when the trams are being taken 
over. So far as that portion is concerned 
the company are entitled to consideration at 
the hands of the Government. As regard" the 
other extensions the Tramways Company have 
taken a position unto thomselves which is 
overbearing <'nd autocratic in its incidence. 
Hon. members will recollect that in 1913 
Parliament pae-sed an Act validating a.n 
agreement between the Chief Secretary and 
the Brisbane Tramways Company, Limited, 
proyiding certain machinery for the compul­
sory purchac~ of the Brisbane Tramway and 
certain spBcified extensions. By an Order in 
Council dated 1- G October, 1895, it was 
directed that the compulsory purchase of the 
tramwav , hould be postponed to the 20th 
Scntembcr, 1920, slightly less than three 
,., ars hence. Th'e Bill supplements the 
}Jo-wers ne~r·",ary to n1ake compliance Virith 
this Order in Council an accomplished fact. 
Hcnn- the Government not only made pro­
vision for taking over certain tramlines but 
for certain sYJecified ext0nsions. The Govern­
ments have taken over the tramways in other 
narts of Australia. It was done in South 
:~ustralia; it was done in Western Australia; 
and it was done in Victoria and Tasmania. 
Both at Launceston and Hobart the tram­
wav swtems -,,-ere taken over bv the Govern­
ment,. and Queensland stlnds out as the one 
State where the tramwav svotems have not 
been tak'n over by the 'Go\·prnment. This 
should be done, and this Bill will make 
it an accomplished fact. I repeat that the 
Goyernn1Pnt are t..king over the tra1ns for 
the benefit of the lcca·l 'uthorities and the 
citizens of Brisbane. Cl a use 3 provides for 

Hon. J. Huxham.] 
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the vesting in the Railway Commissioner on 
and from 20th September, 1920, of the 
authorised tramw'Ly and all duly authorised 
""tensions or additions thereto. All power­
houscJ, car-sheds, rails, rolling-stock, ca.ble-e~, 
wires, posts, appliances, or appurtenances, 
rights and casements owned or used by the 
{)Ompany for the purposes of the tramway 
•.hall also vest in the Railway Commissioner 
on that date. Only that part which was 
authorised will be recognised as a fair asset 
·of the company. I may say that we have 
obtained legal opinions as to the question 
of additions made by the Tramwav Company 
without authority from the Government, and 
they are absolutcl:y _conclusive and convincing 
so far as the po•-ltlon taken up by the Go­
vernment i, concerned. Legal opinions were 
obtained i·: Brisbane, including one from 
the Hon. E. IV. I-I. Fowles, a member of the 
Legislative Council, whose law on that 
matter is unque.:tionably sounJ. It is suffi­
ciently strong to warrant the Government 
in n1aking provisions for only the n u1 horised 
portion of the tr. •nways. Hence the position 
will be f,~tisfa·ctory to the Government, to the 
local authoritie•, and to the people of Bri~­
banc. The b w is also laid dm. n bv the 
Privv Council dealing with that matter, and 
I a1n 'lll'O will be recognised by the hon. 
memb·:r for Toowon~. At any rate, the 
!<Jcal a.uthoritios will be on very sound ground. 
One J•oint I might dwell upon briefly is the 
quF·tion of pg,yment. The company will 
h:~ ve the option of taking cash for the assets 
belongin; to them or debenture,. \Ye do not 
want th n +,o take debentures unle·c s they 
chome to do so. That is in their o\, n hands. 
Thi-, Bin will relievr the local authorities 
of a great deal of difficulty eo far as the 
negoti.:tions are concern< 1 whf:n it comes to 
taking <JYer tht~ trams. The~. vvill fir;:,t be 
ve~:c.d in tho Railway C,Jminis ,ioner, and 
whc.n tl e lo< 1l authorities are prepared 
to t>1ke them oyer we will transfer. That 
will show our bona fides in the matter. 
The purpose of t:hc Government is to over­
come the m:m•· difficulties that will have to 
b£' faced bv the local authorities if the Go­
vc· nmc 1t do not take it in hand 'nd hold 
it in trust for the local cmthoritic -, until thev 
wish .o tak: it oYer. I do not know that I 
need .·peak rmy further on this matter. It is 
a i~ill mor•· for thE' Comuittce than for a 
,.econd rc.1ding spLcch. but I am perfectly 
saticO.ed th,·': if the Bill ;· Jes throu£:"h this 
Houec, and also its twin· brother-the Bill 
de.\lin'i with the rates v1d fares-that it 
will be a hccm in 1"20 to tlH' citY of Bris­
bane. and ihe greater cit"' that it is hoped to 
haYe at 1,11 ecrlv datC'. I h;,ve mttch nlea'ure 
in moving that 'the Bill bee now road a second 
time. 

!Hr. :iJ:AC\RT:'\EY: I do not propose to 
diecuc' tlw second reading myself, but, at the 
request of the 1< ',dcr of the Opposition. I 
desire to move the acljonrnr:nent of the del· ate. 

Quc':,tion put and pa:_,s~ ii. 
Tho re,, UHption of the debate \YLLS rnade 

an OrJer of the D 'Y for l\1onday next. 

STATE C'HILDRE:'\ .\OT A::.\1E:'\DME:'\T 
BILL. 

REruRx.':D FRmr COCKCIL. 

Tho SPEL\KER announced the receipt of 
~ n1o·-,"'ag:: frorr• the L,-,rrhlative Council re~ 
turning this Bill witho;:;_t am~ndment. 

The Hon<e adjournc.l et fh-e minutes to 
11 o'clock p.m. 

[lion. J. Hndw,-n. 

Joim Committees. 




