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3392 Question.o. [COU)i"CIL.] 

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

Tm:nsDw, 29 ::\'o\-DIBER, 1917. 

The PRESIDENT IHon. IV. Hamilton) took 
the chair at half-past 2 o'clock. 

:\IOU::\'T :\fOLLOY RAILWAY 
EXTEXSION. 

PRESEXTATION OF R.EPORl' OF SELECT CmnnTTEE. 

The SECRE'L-\R.Y FOR :YIIXES (Hon. 
A. J. Joncs) preccntcd thE' report of the 
Select Committee on the Mount :Mollov Rail
way extension, and moved-That the' paper 
be printed. 

Quc,tion put and pasSE'·tl. 

QUESTIONS. 

SUCCESSIQ)ii DUTIES COLLECTED ON ESTATES 
OF PERSONS ·JN ACTIVE SERVICE. 

HoN. T . • J. O'SHEA aeked the Secretarv 
for :\IineS- • 

"L In how many cases han' estate and 
'uccession duties been collected in Queens
land on e•-tates of pm_,ons who. during 
the present \Var, have died on acdve ser
Yi( ~~ .. or as a result of injurif''· receiYed, 
or di:3Cfl se 0onh·acted, on active :;:prvice, 
with the militarv or naval forees of the 
Com_m?nwealth, or any part of the King's 
•dOl11111101J~? 

"2. \Vhat ".'1' the total amount of such 
{1utics so collected?" 

The SECRETARY FOB :MIXES repli"d-
" 1. Total number of estates of decea,c•d 

'·.oldicrs as -• -sed. 308: ;mmber exempt 
from -elute' under Su~eosston and Probate 
Duties Acts and the amending c'tet of 
1915 (Soldier Act). 224: number of estates 
upon which dut.'' has been paid, 87. 

"2. £19,812, made up as follows:
Estate valued at £172,881 paid £14,211; 
estate valued at £22,415 paid £2,467; 
and 85 estatf's paid £3,134. The generous 
e:'=emptions were due to special legisla
tiOn recently passed by the Govern
nlent." 

ALLEGED L~SE OF ::'vlOTOR-CARS BY GOVERN:I!ENT 
FOR DISTRIBUTION OF "HANSARD." 

Hox. T. :Yl. HALL, in the absence of Hon. 
E. \Y. H. FowiBs, asked the Sccretarv for 
Mines- • 

" 1. Ho\v n1nnv motor-cars ·were used or 
hired b.'' the GoYernment for the distri
bution of ' Hamard ' in the cnetropolitan 
area on any night of this week? 

'' 2. \Vhat was the cost of such motor
cars?'' 

The SECRETARY FOR MI:-JES replied
" 1. :\one. 
"2. Sec answer to ::\'o. 1." 

REFERENDt:}I o"' ABOLITION m· LEGISL.\TI\-E 
Cot:xcrL. 

Hox. F. T. BRE::\'T='JALL: On a nreyious 
occasion T asked que,,tions with referenee to 
the cost of the referendum on 'he abolition 
of the Couneil. and I was asked to postpone 
part of them for Bnother week. 'rhat was 
three weeks ago. I ·was willing to do so in 

order to £riYQ the ~1inistcr tin1e to g(_'t t!le 
anS\Yer~. if ht~ con~d. I would like to knc1v 
\YhethC:'r he hns rhe answers ready no\v? 

The SECRETARY FCJR :\11::\'ES: ThE> 
furthE."'r ans\\-c'rs "to the hon. n1onber"s ques
tions are ns follows:-

"(a) Printing, £1.674 17s. 2d.: (b) 
advertising. £1.107 15s. 8d.; (c) halls, 
£427 12s. 9d. : (d) telegm1m, £817 14s. 
Sd. : ( r) returning ofFicers and scrutinec'rs, 
£2.313 6e. : (f) legal expenses to date, 
£9:2 16s. 2d. Total, £7,324 2s. 5d. 

''Counsel's fers in ('onnection \Yith the 
'"Cpper Hou'3e cases' re being· taxed at
present. 

"I \Yould point out that a local option 
poll was held on the same day ;wd ic;_ 
resnomible far a proportion of the ex
penditure." 

STATE IRO?\ A::\'D STEEL \YORKS BILL. 

THIRD R.EAD!)iiG. 

On the motion of the SECRETARY FOR 
:\liXES. this Bill was read a third time 
and P'b-cd. 

TITLE. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES moved
That the title of the Bill be-

"A Bill to authorise the establishment, 
(r)ntinuance. and f'arrving on of St:ate :iron 
end steel "·arks, and 'other indu;;triee, and 
for othrr 11nrposcs." 

HoN. P. J. LEAHY: I presume that that 
is the title of the Bill as it came here, and 
it \Yould haYc fitted the Bill if we had passed 
it in that form. HmYever. we did not pass 
it as it ome here, but reduced it to a Bill 
dealing with coke, iron. and steel. The title 
i:_:.:. thcrC'fore. too ('0Il1prehensiv0, and cer
tainlv doE's not fit the Bill as it stands now, 
Our 'clear rlut-- is to alter it in conformity 
with the -.]tcrations made in the Bill in Com
mith o. I think tlw words " and other in
dustries, and for other purposes," should 
be omitierl, but before that, I move the 
insertion of the word " coke" after the word 
"State." 

The SECRETARY FOR :\II:\'ES: I 
hope the Council will not accept the amend
ment. In anv case. the insertion of the word 
" coke" "·ill. not make the title quite suf
B.cicnt. became last night we approYed of 
eertain amendments, ancl the title will not be 
in conformit-- with the content6 of the 
Bill if we mn'it the -,.cords "and other indus
tries." Last night, before the adjournment 
for clinnvr. the Council agreed to insert after 
the ,yord "cokP" the words "and associated 
prou•sscs," and I B.ncl that amendment has 
not been made. Until the Hon. }Jr. Leahy 
sought to amend the title I was quite pre
pared to allow the Bill to go back to the 
Assembly, where those -.,·ords could haYe been 
inserted, ancl then the amendment could have 
come back here for our approval. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: The Assembly could 
not put in anv new matter unless it was in 
eonnection with an amendment we made. 

Hon. 1' .. J. O'SHEA: \Ye offered to insert 
that amendment, and vou said we would leaYe 
it over and see if it \vas neceha.ry. 

The SECRETARY FOR :MIXES: I 
stand corrected. Xow that the hon. mem
ber remincls me. I remember that that is 
the case-that just before the adjournment 
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fm· dinner I said that we could recommit the 
Bill and insert those words, as we had passed 
the place where they should have been in
serted and we could not go back. 

Hon. T. J. O'SHEA: Do you think they 
are necessary ? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I 
think they are necessary. 

Hon. P. J. LE.-\.HY: We cannot recommit 
the Bill at this stage. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: No; 
but the Assembly might make the amend
ment, and the Bill could come back to us 
with the amendment inserted. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: We can consider it 
then if the:1 make the amendment. 

The SECRETAl{Y FOR MINES: I can
not see the force of the Hon. Mr. Leahy's 
argument. The title is " A Bill to authorise 
the- establishment, continuance, and carrying 
on of State iron and steel works, and other 
industries, and for other purposes." 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: We struck out the other 
industries. 

'l'he SECRETARY FOR MINES: But 
there are many "other purposes.'' There is, 
for instance, the making of bricks in con
nection with the manufacture of iron, and 
the manufacture of the by-products of coke. 
Why all this distrust of the Government? 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: Because we have limi
ted you in the Bill. We might say, if you 
like, " and for other purposes connected 
therewith," although I do not see that that 
would be right. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I do 
not desire to take up time at this late 
period of the session, but I hope the Council 
will not agree to the alteration of the title. 

HoN. R. 13EDFORD: I do not see any 
necessity for the alh ration of the title. If 
we take one particular industry alone which 
has not been mentioned in the Bill, but 
which comes within the purview of this work 
in Queensland, there is the fact that Queens
land is the only State which is not negligible 
with respect to the production of manganese, 
and our State works could easilv establish 
a monopoly in the manufacture of "manganese 
pig, and, therefore, the wider title is neces
sary. I think this is quite a vexatious altera
tion, and I oppose it. 

HoN. T. J. O'SHEA: The title of the Bill 
will not enlarge the powers granted under 
it, but it is a mistake to have a title which 
is not truly descriptive of the contents of 
the Bill. When the Bill came to us the title 
was correct, but it is not correct now. I 
really do not see why the Minister should 
insist on having an erroneous title to a Bill 
which is absolut~ly confined to the manu
factur.e of coke, Iron, and steel, or, as the 
Hon. Mr. Leahy suggested, " and for other 
purposes connected therewith," if you like; 
but certainly not " other industries and for 
other purposes." Clause 12 clearly defines 
that, even if every other clause in the Bill 
did not. 

HoN. G. PAGE-HANIFY: I quite agree 
that the ~tmendment is a vexatious one, and 
disagree with the remarks of the Hon. Mr. 
O'Shea. Last evening we agreed to an 
amendment inserting the words " Steel rails, 
angle iron, bar iron, girders, plates, and 
such othesr articles as the Governor in 
Council by Order in Council may, from 
time to time, upon the passing of a 
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resolution of both Houses of Parliament, 
approve." That gives a conditional permis
sion to widen the ~cope of the Bill. If we 
amend the title now, then it disagrees with 
that amendment. It is not going to make 
any material difference whether we amend 
the title or not, and I hope that it will not 
be amended at this stage. 

Am·endment (Jfr. Leahy's) agreed to. 

HoN. P. J. LEAHY: I beg to move the 
omission of all the words after the word 
"works "--namely, " and other industries, 
and for other purposes." 

Amendment agreed to. 
The title as amended was agreed to, and 

the Bill ordered to be transmitted to the 
Assembly by message in the usual fol'!Y.<. 

PROPOSED SUSPENSION OF STAND
IXG RULES A:'\D ORDERS. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIXES: With 
the leave of the House, I would like to move 
a motion without notice. I would like to 
move that· the Standing Rules and Orders 
be suspended for the remainder of the session 
to enable Bills to be passed through all stages 
in one day. Hon. members know that we 
are within two or three days of the end of 
the see~ion. 

Hon. E. W. H. FowLES: Are you going to 
sit on Saturday? 

The SECRE'rARY FOR MINES: If you 
like we will sit on Saturday in order to 
finish up business. I ('an tell hon. merr.bers 
that there will be no further legislation in
troduced here. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: It will be better if 
there is some Bill you are particular about 
if you moved the motion with respect to that 
Bill. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: All the 
legislation proposed is 011 the business-sheet 
llO"'\V. 

HoN. W. STEPHENS: I object to the 
suspension of the Standing Orders in order 
to allow four or five important Bills in
voh-ing taxation to be rushed through. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! There is no 
question before the House. This question 
was dealt with in the early part of the 
session, and it will be out of order to move 
it again without !ewe. It can only be done 
by leave of the House. 

The SECRE'l'ARY FOR MINES: As there 
is some objection to it, I will withdraw my 
request. 

LAND TAX ACT AME".'<DMEN'r BILL. 

SECOND READING-RESUMPTION OF DEBATE. 

HoN. P. J. LEAHY: In pursuance of an 
understanding arrived at when I was speak
ing on the last occasion, I will continue mY 
rerr.·arks on the second reading of this Bill. 
l was endeavouring to show that at the pre· 
sent time Queensland is the most heavily taxed 
State in Australia, and if this Bill is passed, 
together with the other taxation measures we 
have on the paper, we will be much more 
heavily taxed than any other State in Aus
tralia. Speaking from memory, I do not 
think there is any land tax in New South 
Wales ~tt all. There was some sugge,tion to 
impose a land tax there, but I am not sure 

Hon. P. J. Leahy.J 
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whetht'r jt 1Jecvme law. The p~:o;Josal "cYa,. 
that if the land tax ber ame law tlw whole 
o£ the mone·\ was to be devoted to the local 
authoritic·3 to keep the ro.· d; in rep~ir. 

Hon. R. LEDFORn : They are on a loan 
drur.k in X ew South \Yaks. 

Ho;;;. P. J. LEAHY: They could not be 
on more of a loan drunk than the Govern
ment supported by the hon. gentleman. 

Hon. E. vY. H. FOWLES: We deserve all 
we get. 

Hox. P. J. LE~\HY: The people who put 
them there deserve all they get. Two years 
ago we passed for the first time in the his
tory of Queensland a pretty heavy land tax. 
It is well kuowu that strong objections were 
taken to it at that time. It has had the 
effect of penalising the producers, the very 
men we ought to encourage. As a 
m·atter of fact, this tax will operate most 
unjustly in connection with a very consider
able number of people, because there must 

be thousands of persons who own 
[3 p.m.] freehold the prairie value of 

which is £2,500 or more; and a 
large numbr:r of those persons owe on that 
land considerable sums of moncv. A man 
may have £10,0)0 worth of land, unim
proved value, and may have borrowed 
two-thirds of the value of that land. or 
£7.000, upon mortgage. Under this Bill, if 
it became law, in addition to the ordinary 
land ta'Z he would have to pay on that £3.000 
2d. in the £1 on the whole £10,000. That 
means £8 6s. Bel. per £1,000, or, roughly, over 
£3,roo on the £10,000 worth of property 
although only £3.000 \Vorth of that land 
"ctually belongs to the owner, the rest 
bein!!" practically the property of the mort
ga'? ee. The Government would, therefore, 
take away, not only part of that man's in
con:e, but also part of his property. If 
they do that, I should sac- that, on a rough 
estimate. the:' would take away p;·obably 
three-fifths of the capital value of the land. 
That is not m•dinar:7 taxation; it is partial 
ccnfi-;cttion. 

Hon. R. BEDFORD : All taxation is partial 
confbcntion. 

Ho;;;. P. J. LEAHY: Not at all. The 
Hon. ]\Ir. Bedford evidentlv does not know 
anything about economics. 'Legitimate t=-txa
tioE-not the kind of taxation that is being 
impo,od by the Hon. Mr. Bedford's friends
is. really ir>. the naturE' of payment for ser
YlC'CS rcnc.lered. The Govt'rnm·~nt mus~ pcv 
jud·.i"·'· and they must pc·y memb~rs of Pa,:
lianwnt-at least they ·do so, though I do not 
sec f~10 m·cc,.;ity ~or it-and they must pa,· 
ccrtam other publrc officers. and to meet that 
,"'xpel1dituro it is nece&\Jary to impc ·e taxa
tion. But for this particular tax t'1cre are 
no sc1"-:ices rcndcrecl. The locd authorities 
r.:i;.J the monPy necE: -ary to make and im
prove their roads, and they do that by a 
tax on land. This tax is purely and simpl~ 
an act of partial confiscation which cannot 
be• justifwd. 

Hon. F. CouRTIC'E: It is in accordance with. 
our policy. 

Ho~. P. J. LEAHY: The Hon. Mr. Cour
tice interjects that this. taxation is in accord
ance with their policy. That may be, but 
because it is in accordance with the policy 
of the Labour party, that is no reason whv 
it should receive the approval of membe1:s 

LHon. P. J. Leaky. 

cf ttl:;; Chm1.ber. l'\ow, I come to a -~+cry 
big rhing \vhich I touch cl upon vr:ry briefly 
,, hen I wa spcakin<; the oth2r day. We 
aru at the pn'c,ent thne in '" ar, and 1nay 
1 ot be Put of that war for a con~_.idcrable 
1Jl?ricd. The Co1nmonvvealth GoYernrnent have 
Gm·rowed several million· of monev at 4:\: 
ne~· et nt.. and thev mu- L n1ake pro,:ision to 
ineet their obligations in respect of tho:oe 
loans, so that thPre must be considerable 
taxation impowd before the war is 0\·er. 

The PRESIDEXT: Order ! I must ask 
hon. n1en1ber" \Yho are e:1gaged in conversa
tion to continue their con'n•r:'.ttion in lo\v 
tones, ·S the "Hansard" staff cm.nplain that 
thcv ar;• emb~rrassed in their work by the 
cc.n\+crsution. 

Hox. P. J. LEAHY: BBfore this war is 
over there muFt be further loans raised by 
the Commonwealth, and we shall also_ have 
to fincl·mo1wv to assist in the rep:1triat10n of 
the returned" soldiers and for a variety of 
other purposes connected with the v:ar. 
There is a limit to the amount of taxation 
which any people can stand. and we are 
getting close to the limit in Qu.eens
land with the taxation imposed by th1s Bill 
and other Bills that are on the paper. If 
we \Vcre to pass the whole of the taxation 
measure' thrown at us, there would be prob
ablv no taxable reserve left for the Federal 
Pai·liamcnt, and they are bound to impoRe 
further taxation in connection with the war. 

Hon. R. BEDFORD: \Y ould you mpport 
this Bill if it were introduced by the Federal 
Goycrnn1ent? 

Hox. P .. J. LEAHY: The hon. gentleman 
wanb to know if I would support this 
measure if it were bromrht in bv the Federal 
Governmc nt. I certainly could not oppose it, 
b>.<<tU:"2 they nnnt get the n1oLcy. 

Hon. R. BEDFORD: Thcv do not comcript 
wc.dth; they only conscript men. 

Hoe\. P .. J. LEAHY: The hon. gentleman 
knows that the Federal Government have im
po ,eel hc.cYy taxation c.n ~he wealthier mem
bers of th<: community. vYit!tin the past 
few months thcv have imposed a war prc:fits 
tax, and morP than twehe months a·go they 
impooed Fedcr:!l income iax and ' Federal 
hnd Lx with con tin limitations. The hon. 
'l·.- ntle.:nan knov s tb ~t nY'ncv n1u~t be found 
i~r· the pnrpc' e Df carrying~ on th0 ;,vox. 

H '>11. R. BEDW :m : \Y c know that. 
Hoe\. P. J. LE~\HY : V'i' ll, the only wa:t 

the Federal GoYernment can do that is to 
;::et the mone: from the people in the dif
tercnt Stab's." \Yhat the other States \vill 
d~ in the matter of taxation is not my con
cern. ...._..\ t the nrc;:cnt 1noJnent :tny eonc\~rn 
;,_ what the· Go~·crnment of 0uecnsland pro
pG ' to do. and I saY that. if. v. 2 pa ·S this 
t {aticn and the other taxa ... 1on mea~-uc, 
mbmittE>d bY the Goycrnmcn'·. there Y.~i!l be 
ven· Ji; tle taxation left to meet the demande. 
of !he FP.der:d Goyernment for "\var purposes. 
ShoP' 1 the Federal Gove:·nm0nt bring in. a 
hH:a~ nrl' to ra i~c-' r:noneY. I f'hould recogn1so 
the r;_ccessitv for it if the mone:-: \vas to be 
w:~ed for -w~n· purpc ~es. In .. hat caf0 there 
\'Htld b2 nothinp; for us to do but to pay 
the tax. But it is one thing to raise money 
for patriotic purposco -uch as I have men
tioned. and another thins to raise money 
which is squandered by a Gove~·nment who 
have not the most rudimentary 1dea of c<>o
ncmv. I said franklv in mv opening remarks 
that" I was opposed" to this measu•·e, and I 
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say so now, and to put the matter to the 
test and ha YC it finall..- ~·ettlc•J one-~ '"a v or 
t:hc othC'r I tnove as ul1 anwncln1cnt- u 

"That ail the words after 'nmv ' be 
omitted, with a view of addin~ to the 
nwtion the words ' thi, da v six "months ' 
fol' 'the fcl]o,ving rcn·"Jn:J :':__ ' 

"1. In Fcbruarv !act the LerrislatiYe 
Council Jn· 'eel tl;e follmYing m~tion :-

That in Yiew of the he 1YV Federal 
taxation ncces.sary for vvar pu;·poses and 
of the neccss1tv of econo1nisin0' where 
possible this House is of opinion that 
the Government of this State should 
rednt· lXpenditure during the balance 
c£ the: current y<?ar ,"'o a~ to keep within 
their inc01nc ·without 1nakin o· anv at
tPinpt at further inopportuno

0 

and" bur
dt•nsonlc' taxation. 
" 2. The Government ignor<>d the above 

resolution, with the rec.ult that there was 
a deficit for the vear ended 30th June 
last. " 

"3. Tho proposed super tax impoces a 
('rushing and unncccf.<::.arv burden on 
fttrn1ers and other produc~ers at a ti1ne 
:vhcn C\'ery facility should be given for 
mcreased production. 

"4. 'I'he p1·opos<>d super tax is unjusti, 
fiablo, inasmuch as the Queensland land 
tax is already heavier than that of any 
other Australian State, and also because 
the Government received in 1916-17 a 
revenue of £7,880.893, being £678,235 
mm·e than was receiyed in 1914-15 and 
being £681,494 more than the expendi
ture found necc,oarv in the latter vear. 

"5. The pre,ent , Government, i;1 the 
t'veh·e months ended the 30th J unc last, 
chnngcd a surplus of £34.791 into a deficit 
of £253,493, and the proposed tax only 
offers further opportunity for unwise 
~pccula t10n and loss to the public 'I'rea
surv. 

' 1 6. The Government of this State 
(with a larger revenue than ever before) 
should be able to square accounts with
out imposing any additional burden on 
the people. 

" 7. The Federal GoH'l'nment, in order 
to rai·,e re..-cnuc for p,·.y-ing intert>st on 
~l, tr loans, providing £o1· the repatriation 
of returned soldier::, and ~everal iten1"'' of 
expenditure which muot bo paid out of 
l't.:>n.•nnC>, -..vill find it nee( ssary to levy 
furthe"t· taxation; and, if thP present 
hctYy taxation in Queer:slancl is increD ed 
b:\ the State GoYCl'llm .m, there "·ill not 
be a suf!lciom taxable rcscn o for war 
purpoBc" 

"8. 'I'he welfare rf the citizcm of 
Queensland, combined with motives of 
the hir>;hest patc·ioti,m, render it obliga
tory on the Council to reject this Bill, 
and thus maintain for t~1e Federal Go
vcrnrwnt so:::.n0 taxable reserye upon 
,,-h ·,·h F cdcral taxation for WH purpo,,es 
111ay be h'Yicd.'' 

The resolution referred to in the amendment 
was passed in February last. In conclusion, 
I "·onld only sac- thL t to bring forward a 
'Taxation Bill of this kinJ on the very eYe of 
a general election, and under the circum
stances I have mentioned, is something that 
I a.m quite sure "·ill not commend itself to 
this House, and which c'annot be ddended 
before the country. (Hear, hear!) 

Hox. T. NEVITT: Hon. gentlemen on 
:the other side of the Chamber have frequently 

durin" the present session twitted the Go
vernment of the d, y for ha 1·int; a deficit last 
year. ·what was the canoe of that deficit? 

Hon. E. V,'. H. FowLE>: The Go.-ernment. 
Hox. T. I\EYITT: The Go,-crnmeut of 

the dav fra.med th< ir E,tim. and crrangcd 
what "they coL,idcred t' an equ,table 
~ch-:.':no o{ brx:ation, but this Cha1ubcr, -in its 
\Visdorn or other,Yi "P, dccich)d to throv; it out. 
If any co1n1nercial enterprise i ,, condurted 
on those lines it must naturallv fail. It is 
impossiblc to make rc,·enue and expenditure 
meet if a portion of the revenue is taken 
from the Go.-ernment. and that is what was 
done by this Chamber during the pa ;t ses
sion. The Treasurer, when introducing this 
measure. stated that the present financial 
year would end up with a deficit in round 
nnmbers of about half a million of moLev. In 
order to provide• for that deficit he considered 
thct it wa, necee."ary· to impose extra taxa
tion, and this is one of the taxation Bills. 
The Hon. Mr. Fowles said that this is one 
of a vicious quartette of Bills. I do not 
know why he should apply such a term as. 
that to this Bill. 

Hon. E. \\'. H. Fowr.Es: It want· to 
squeeze the people like a Yice-that is vicious. 

Hox. T. NEVITT: But the hon. gentle
man went on further to sa•· in the same 
speech that it would only squeeze six people. 

Hon. E. \\'. H. FowLEs: Oh, no! 

Hox.. T. NEVITT: Further on, in the 
same speech, the hon. gentleman said it 
"ould squeeze about half a -dozen people. 

Hon. E. W. H. FO>VLES: First of all; taxa
tion always filters. 

Hox. T. I\EYITT: \Ye will see whether 
there is a.ny other authority a·; to whether 
a land tax i~ a vicious principle or not. 
\Vhat did Henry Gt•orge say on this matter? 

An H0};01:RABLE J'.1E:IIBER: He was a single 
taxer. 

Hox. T. KEVITT : That makes no 
difference to thee principle in.-olved. Henry 
George said-

" Land is God's bounty to all, of which 
no onB can be depri.-ecl without being 
murdered, and for ' hich no one can be 
compelled to pay another Ycithout being 
robbed." 

'I'he po.,ition is this: that a great portion of 
thf' wealth of thoo•· who arc large frr•ehold 
landowners to-day has been obtained by the 
expenditure of public mono;~-. \Ye ha.-e 
spent something owr £40.000,000 on rail
,., a••:, and a.bc-1t £16.C00,000 in other forms 
of in1provmncnt, such as \Yharfages, advanc£'s 
to local authorities, and 'o on. If this Bill is 
pa:•scd it v;ill oniv be a means of getting 
bcdr a portion of" that unearned increment. 
'Those who own the property have in manv 
cues done nothing to improYe it themsclv<'s '; 
it hrr' onir be. n improYed b:;- tlw expe'1diture 
of public: moncv. I think ce have also 
spent somethino- "like £3.000,0~0 on immigra
tion, and, after all is Laid and done, what 
[:in: va.luP to land but the people? The 
Government hP3 s;J<'nt oYer £3,000,000 on 
immigration, and ·the expenditure of that 
mon0~ has added con•-iderablv to the value 
of freehold property. .. 

Hon. E. \V. H. FowLES: Some people who 
bought land have lost on it. 

Hox. T. NEVITT: I am one of those 
unfortunates mvself, but the fact remains 
that there is "property to the value of 
£17,000,000 which \\ill be subject to this ta.x: 

lion. T. iYevitt.] 
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which will injure nobodv, because those on 
whom the tax will fall are well able to pay 
this mpN tax of 2d. in the £1. If the 
argument advanced by the Hon. Mr. Leahy 
were true, then l admit some injustice would 
be don~. The hon. gentleman quoted a 
mpposititious case of a man who owned pro
perty to the value of £10,000. The hon. 
gentleman s,cid he might have a mortgage of 
£7,000 on that property, which would leave 
him an interest in that £10,000 property of 
only £3,000, and the hon. gentleman con
hnded that that; ma.n "·ould be called upon 
to pay tax on the full value. If that is the 
only argument that the hon. gentleman can 
put forward in a'king for support, then I 
say it is a very lame one. Another state
ment made by the hon. gentleman was that 
the Federal Governm<ent would be called 
upon to raise a good deal of money in order 
to meet the heavy expenditure _incurred on 
account of the war. That is qmte true, but 
we as members of this Council have nothing 
to do with the Federal Government, and we 
must make our own ledger balance. 

• Hon. A. A. DAYF.Y: You must do it by 
spending less in bad times. 

Ho)[. T. XEVITT: The party which the 
Hon. ::VIr. Davey is supporting at the present 
time is not in power, but whether they arc in 
power or out of power, it seems that they 
\vant to run the country in the way they 
think be·t. \Vc must give the Government 
some rr0dit. The people WE're behind them 
whE'n they were eleded, and it is their busi
ne"' to run this countrv. If the business is 
not conclnnted in a maimer satisfactory t.o a 
majorit)' of the people of Queensland then 
there alwavs comes a dav of reckoning, at 
th~e very feast once in three years. It is 
not for this Cham Lcr to put the GoYernment 
in a difficultv such as will be the case if the 
anwndme.1t is carried. 

Hon. E. \V. H. FOWLES: The Bowser party 
in Victoria are the economy party. 

HO)[. T. XEVI'IT: Victoria is in no better 
position than \VC are. In Victoria there has 
been a Liberal or a Conservative Govern
ment in po,ver ev('r since its inceptjon, and 
they have a greater accumulation of deficits 
than anv othPl' Stab'. That reminds me of 
another, statement made bv the Hon. Mr. 
Lcahy, whirh has no foundation in fact. He 
said that Queensland at th0 present time had 
the heaviest land tax of any State in Aus
tralia. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: I think so. 

HO)[. T. XEVITT: The Commissioner of 
Income Tax: does not think so, and I pre
sume the hon. gentleman will accept his 
figures. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: Let me see the thing 
itself. 

HoN. T. NEVITT: It is in the report of 
the Commissioner of Income Tax. Under 
Table G he gives a statement of the amount 
of land tax collected in the various States 
of Australia and New Zealand. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: That is not the thing; 
New Zealand has a greater population. 

Ho)[. T. ~EVITT: New Zealand has a 
considerably less area of country than we 
have here. Population is one factor, but 
it is not everything. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: What is the rate 
per pound? 

[Hon. T. Nevitt. 

HoN. T. -:\'EVITT: The hon. gentleman.• 
quoted the figure3 just to suit himself. 

Hon. P. J. LE.\HY: 1'hat is \vhat you do. 

HoN. T. KEVITT: I am doing nothing of 
thp kind. The hon. gentleman made a baJ.d 
statement and that statement is not borne 
out by this return. 

Hon. E. \V. H. FowLES: Take the rate 
per pound. In Victoria it is a halfpenny. 

HoN. T. XEVIT'I': I forget what the 
area of 1\ew Zealand is, but, roughly speak
illg, we have 600,000 square miles in Queens
land. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHl : Tell us the rate 
per pound. 

Ho)[. 'I'. XEVIT'r: We have only alienated, 
roughly ::;peaking, about 5 per ce11t. of our 
lands, yet, in spite of that. there is freehold 
property to the value of £17.000,000, subJect 
tc> this Act, showing that the land is of 
considerable value, and practically of the 
same value per acre as it is in 1\ew Zealand. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: Tell us how much m 
the pound the tax is in Xew Zealand? 

Ho)[. T. :\EVITT: I a.m making my 
SlJecch tn my ov;n 'vay, and I .an1 refuting 
tbe statement of the hon. gentleman when 
he said that Queensland has the highest land 
tax of anv State in Au".tralia. 

Hon. P: J. LEAHY: I did not say that. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! The Hon. ::\1r. 
Nevitt has the floor, and he should be allowed 
~o make his ".peech in his own way. 

HoN. P. J. LE'AHY: I rise to a point of 
order. The Hon . .l\lr. KC\·itt is grossly mis
rqnesenting what I said. I do not propose 
to give my reasons, as probably I would not 
be in ')rder. But that is the reason why I 
interrupted. 

HoN. T. NEVITT: If I have misunder
stood the hon. gentleman, I am prepared tD 
\Yithdraw anything I said. I certainly under
stood the hon. gentleman to say th11t Queens
land at rhe present time collected more from 
tbo land tax than any other State in Aus
tralia. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: Ko. I said the rate 
per pound was greater, and so it is. 

HoN. T. NEVITT: Another statement 
made bv the Hon. ::\lr. Fowles was as 
follows,.::.. 

" The Government ar\J sweeping the 
corners of men's pockets, taking the gold 
fillings from hollow teeth, and coppers 
out of the children's money boxes." 

Is it a fair thing to treat a measure of this 
kind in such a flippant manner? 

Hon. E. W. H. FOWLES: It is not flippant 
when you come to the succeseion and sta.mp 
duties. They rob the coffins there. 

HoN. T. NEVITT: The hon. gentleman 
charged the Government with robbing the 
children';; money boxes, and I can only say 
that that is a flippant manner in which to 
deal with thi6 serious subject. Some hon. 
gentleman asked the question why the Go
vernment required this extra taxation. That 
is a rea,onable question, and I think I have 
a reasonable rf,ply. It is this. The present. 
Government have had an increased railway 
expenditure of £445,00G. That is practically 
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"" much as the estimated deficit this vear. 
'Why haYe they had that increased expendi
~ure of £445,0CO 1 

Hon. G. S. CuRTIS: It is an unjustifiable 
expenditure at the pre,ent time. 

Hox. T. ~EVIT'I': As to whether it is 
justifiable or not, you haYe to go to the 
president of the Arbitration Court. 

Hon. G. S CuRTIS: He is not infallible. 
Hox. '1'. KEVITT: ·what I want to point 

-oui is that for the present year, 1916-17, 
·the Government will have to pay for the 
. managcn,ent _of our railways £445.000 more 
than was p'ud for the management of the 
raihYays at an~- preYious ti1ne. 

Hon. F. T. BREXTXALL: That is because 
they put it on. 

HoN. '1'. ~EVITT: I want to explain how 
;t was ;mt on, and I would like to know if 
hon. gc-ntlcn1en are against its being put on. 
It is a "·ell-kno\Yn fact that for ver:· many 
years •he ordinary rate of wages paid to 
artisans and others employe·d in the Railway 

Dcpartm~nt was considerably 
[3.30 p.m.J less than that paid in any other 

St:1te in Australia. That is the 
rer,son whv, wlwn the,- wont to the Arbitra
<ion Conrt. they got ~omething lik<' justice. 
Is that not sufficient to convinr" any n1an 
that this taxation is necessarv to fi;,d the 
1noney to pay those rnen? " 

Hon. E. \V. H. FOWLES: Didn't vou vote 
.for the Manv Peaks-New Cannind;,h Rail

·way, which \vould return ~ per cent., and 
would not that add to the deficit 1 

Hox. T. XEVITT: The Man:y Peaks 
Railway has nothing to do with the deficit, 
because that line is not being built. I run 
"•peaking of the general administration of 
the railways. \Vill any hon. member say 

·that the railway men are getting more than 
the~· ought to get? 

Hon. E. \V. H. FOWLES : Some of them 
are earning n1orc and some of then1 are 
C'arning lc·ss than they ought to get. 

Box. T. ::\'EVITT: According to that 
intPrjPction, on the average they are getting 
just about what thPy are entitled to. Then, 
ag.1in, the Government have incurred an 
Pxha expenditure of c£64,000 on education. 
Surelv the hon. memlwr does not wish that 
YPte tO lH? cnt do\vn. Those hYo itelns amount 
to on•r £500.CC~, and the Government are 
.:Jnly asking for an additional £496,000. 

Hon. A. A. DAYEY: \Yhat about the State 
statimF·. State butch0rs' shops, and State 
"pubs''? 

Ho:s-. T. KEYITT: It will be time enough 
to cliscn s all those things when they come 
bf'fore us. I think I have made out a n ason
able cas(' a· to the neccssitv for this extra 
taxation ·O far as th · Hon: Mr. Fowles is 
concerned. That hon. gentleman also said that 
the tax would be oppressiYe, and that we 
proposed to put all the burden of taxation 
on half a dozen m~n. If there is anything 
i•1 that statpment, it means that, if this Bill 
is pa'""C'{_1J half a dozen men are going to 
pay tho extra taxation. Yet the Hon. Mr. 
Lcahy said thrrt thousands upon thousands 
of farmers \Vill be affect0d bv this tax. Now 
which of tho·o hon. membei;s, both of them 
sitting: on the same side of the Chamber, are 
\Y(l t~ be 1ieYe? 

Hon. K \V. H. FowLES: Yon will find 
the exact figures on nage 3 of the report of 
th~> Commissioner of Taxes for last year. 
'That will settle the dispute. 

Hox. T. NEVITT: Which of the state
ments is true? 

Hon. E. W. H. FOWLES: Both. No man 
is going to pay the tax if he can pass it on. 

HoN. T. NEVITT: I find from Appendix 
B of the Commissioner's report for the year 
ended 30th June, 1917, that the total num
ber of farmers, fruitgrowers, etc., who paid 
income tax during the year 1916 only 
amounted to 3,893. That is the total num
ber of farmers who paid income tax on 
incomes over c£200 per annum. No one will 
have to pay this tax unless the unimproved 
value of his land is over £2,500, so, if you 
cut down the number of farmers who are 
paying income tax by 20 per cent. or 30 
per cent., what becomes of your thousands 
and thousands of farmers who are going to 
pay this tax 1 

Hon. G. S. CuRTIS : Then you want to 
make those few people pay ths £450,000 to 
the railway men? 

HoN. T. KEVITT: Every hon. member 
must admit that, if this Bill is passed, it 
will be the means of breaking up large, un
improved estates. A great part of that land 
is adjacent to railways and IS at pres~nt 
under cattle or sheep, and, m many m
stances it can be used to better advantage. 
Ii this 'Bill i, pa"sed, in all probability those 
estates will be cut up. It is a well recog
ni-sed fact that the larger the estate the 
smaller the amount of improvements put 
upon the land by the owner. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: There is a super tax 
under the Land Tax Act of 1915 for bursting 
up purposes. 

HoN. T. NEVITT: According to Table _C 
in the second .annual report of the Commis
sioner of Taxes the average percentage of 
the unimproved 'value to the improved value 
in land having a taxable value of £500 to 
c£999 is 45.1. The percentage in the case 
of "'tates value-d at from c£30,000 to c£49.999 
is 60.6. I maintain that one of the_ <'ffects 
of this tax will be that landowners will have 
to ·disgorge a great deal of their h~J.d~ngs, 
thcrebv enabling men to get land w1thm a 
reasonable distance of a railway and to get 
their product·' to market at a reasona~le 
cost. And where you get more populatH;m 
you get increased revenu~ through the rail
ways and throuv,h the mcreascd yalu? of 
Crown lands and in many other dn·ect10ns. 
so that this tax will not have any bad 
influence. I wish to read another quotation 
from Henry Gcorge-

" That God has intended the State to 
obtain the rev0nues it need' b;.· the taxa
tion of land values is shown by the Flme 
order and degree of evidence that God 
has intended the milk of the mothC'r to 
be intended for the nourishment of the 
babe." 

Hon. A. A. DAVEY: What did Henrv 
Gem·ge know about what God intended to 
do? 

HoN. T. NEVITT: The hon. men:ber ,;·ho 
interjects knows that no one can hve with-
0ut the product of the land. and. whf'n the 
Supreme Ruler proY~ded the atmOJphere. to 
breathe he also provided the land on whiCh 
to live' and both air and land should be 
equally' free to e.-ery human being. ~very 
hon. member who has any respect for him,elf 
or for his own familv cannot help but 
endorc,o tho'c sentiments: I consider this tax 
is a ju't one. I couid go on for a cons~der
able time longer, but I know there 1s a 

Hon. T. Kevitt.] 
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gm;cral desire to close the session in a day 
or two, and therefore I shall postpone my 
remarks till some future occasion. If the 
amendment is carried, I suppose we shall 
haw• •nothcr opportunity of considering the 
que •. tion at some future date, and I may 
then be able to give a few more facts to 
show why I consider a super land tax 
desirable. 

Ho;:;. G. S. C'CRTIS: The Hon. Mr. 
J'\evitt ha. pr:1ctically acknowledg·ed that this 
proposed tax, and no doubt the proposed 
income tax, are to be levied to make good 
the £450,000 increase in the wages of the 
railwnv servants. \Yhen spcakin~ on the 
second· reading of the Bill, I expressed the 
opinion that that w-as the object o! this 
Bill. This i.s di.stinct!y a class tax that the 
Government seck to impose on a few land
owners and payers of income tax. There a.re 
something like 24.000 payers of land and in
colne tax in ·Qu0PHs1and, rtnd it is fro1n that 
limited nmnl-cr that the Government • eek to 
obtain tht~ Inone-...7 to n1akc good the increased 
'\vage6 paid to tl1c railv; [ty '"eryice. This is. 
therefore, practiLtlly a fUbsi·dy to be paid 
to their o\vn supporters and to ~-l8 takeu out 
of the pocket.e of a comparatively few indi
viduals With regard to the increases to 
the railway men. I think I am safe in &'lying 
that, if the 1nano.genu:nt of the raihva:, and 
the wagrs to 1Jc ;_,Jicl to ~ :1-: raih~ ~ty em
ployees had beta left in the hands of tlw 
Con1n1issioner and his deputies, th£"re \vould 
not have be0n all\~ such innease as £450.000 
given ut the prc~Cnt ti1nc, bec~nise I do not 
think the circumstance" justified it. The 
fact that there >Yas at the time a deficit of 
some £750.000 on railwaY< shm•.s that that 
large increa"' is not jmtiftc·d. l belie' I 
an1 rig11t in saying that the Deputy Con1n1is
sioner in thP Central rllvision g ,xe evidcnee 
hefore tlw Arbitration Court in OJ"position to 
the claims of the nt<'n to such an enormous 
inrren~r-. That increase ·was ba~0d on a C2'3e 

made out b}· some wirnc.scs on ihe strength 
of nlmormal conditions. If that increase was 
not jtl'tifi<'cl, wlt~· should the pa:;-ers of land 
and income ioxc' be called upon to make it 
good? J:t shonld be levied on the general 
COlllll1Ullity. 

Hon. R. BEDFORD: Poll tax them. 

Ho;:;. G. S. C'CRTIS: Why not? You 
have the authoritY of John Smart ::\1ill and 
oth0<" great politiCal econornists ~L support of 
~ noll ~ax. A .._fC>w ~·.e~us ago~ a. pro~t~ssor ?f 
cCO!lOJ.lJcs ctt ,he Svdnov Dmver"tv c11d 
that it ~T:ould be a Yc,ry g-Ood thing if every
one in the cmnmunity contrilr·utcd sornething 
dir0ctlY to the rc\-0lllH' in onlL'l' that thev 
might , feel so1n0 dcgrt:>f' of l'(·.:lponsibHity ,"~ 
f<u a> the financ0s of the coulltrv were ~on
ccrncrl. \Yhat re -pnn-ihilitv can· people fof'l 
1Yho are ~ppnding othc·r pPOplc',.. monev and 
con'rilmti-1:_~ notLlng to th0 Trea~nry"? It 
is ~aid that lancJ values arc c1u· cd 11Y Go
yernlnf'nt e~1J"tlf1iture, and w·p. ~HlVf' ~been 
faYoureit -·-ith ~he \-_it1 \YS o£ 1Ienry Gcorge, 
but H cnry G0orQ'C' 1s not now accepted as 
infallible on the subject. Distino-uished 
economists since his dav ha,~o shown that hi< 
doctrine is not connd. · A little whilG since 
I w-as rccomnwncled to r0a cl a little wo,.k 1w 
Professor Raleig:h on "The Ec,enrc of Go
vernn1f-;nt and Eronor::1ic ,," ·nrl I sent to 
England for it. He ·cavs that the r.cl<:ialists' 
doctrine might haYe bef:n all right when the 
hun1an race >Nas EYing in a pri-mitive state, 
but nndcr CiYi!isation and with the advent of 
science and all that kind of thing land has 

(Hon. T. ~Yevitt. 

bee, me an article of c C)mm•.rce. Ac.cordinjj 
to him, land is of pr·,cious little value until 
capital and hbour ha>e ;:>eAn bestowed upon 
it. It is eYido•nt that the Government of this 
State in pursuance of their objective, '"hi eh 
is the nationalisation of everything. think 
that taxation is a good thing·. \Ve io not 
belieYe in tha-:; 'i.Ye are indivicluaJis+ :;, nnd 
wc consider it a very bad thing. '\Ye con
sider t-hat the more lizhtly a people are 
taxed the better it is for the conutrv. Mem
bers opposite, and those who thin!;:· like the 
GoverJJment, believe the ver~· opposite; they 
believe that tax.ation is a good thing in 
iholf. I affirm, and I am support,od in my 
contention by the h;g]wst authoriti"~s. that it 
iJ a grut evil. and that the more lightly a. 
peop k are taxed th<' b ·tter it is for the 
countrv. If the increase of £~50.000 in the 
railway expenditure is justified, then that 
money should come out of the pockets of the 
generaL community, 'dnd not out cf the 
pockets of a section of the community. This 
land t·1X is sought to be justifid on the 
ground that all properties under a certain 
value vcill he exempt, hut I "·ould point out 
that if the larger estot0s nrc reduced in value 
by the super tax. the sma!J0r estates will 
also be. redtwed in value. and that ·"yi]] make 
the country poorer. The t-ax will depreciate 
and reduce the value of land to th0 indi
vidual. and that means that it will also re
duce the value of land as a national asset. 
\Yhy 3honld you wish to penalise unduly 
peopl0 \vho hav0 chosen to invest large :;:;u1ns 
of m one_.~ in land? Is it not. a good thing 
to induce Jl·'oplo to come here and in,·est 
th0ir n1one-.- and eag-agc in industrial cnter
pri,es' I( nriYdP individuals had not done 
that in the i1ast. wh<'re should "·e he to-dav? 
There would hr> no nececsitv for n Parliam~nt 
in Qunemlancl. The Government and their 
supportr,·s ~l~·0k to discoura!e those people 
by <'xcr-sive penal taxation such ns this. 

Hon. R BEDFORD: \Ve arp onlv turning 
dmvn a frw of them in the inh•rcst of the 
conununity. 

Hox. G. S. CURTIS: I haye had a good 
deal to do with freehold properties. and have 
carried on a very large busintss in land for 
many years, and I know that people fi!=:ht shy 
of inY£'~ting their n1oney in a country \vhere 
the po!ic,v of the Government is in the direc
tion of 1ncreasing taxation on property, more 
especiall:; on landed property. Such taxa
tion make3 the individual poorer, and it 
m~kes the whole community poorer; there
fore. it is a bad thing. A deputation repre
,,_,nting the public sc·vicr. headed by Mr. 
:'.~ole waiter] unon the I'remier the other 
dav -fo nrotc.t ri~ain,~.t officers .. ,vhosn salaries 
we're £2JO and npwarcls being debarred from 
appealing to the Arbitration Court. The 
Prerni0r nr-krd 'vherf' the n1nncy 'vas to 
'mw from, end one of the dern~ tt'mists, 
rr·n·escnting t 11c Erlucction D< partment, I 
think. a~kcd hin1, •· C.>_n you not deYisc ~orne 
f';'C:ll~'l'fll f"l~ h)r>h will proYidc the TIPCes·rary 

fund~'!" The Pn,ndrr dir1 not make any 
reri:~ to tb0t fj110~tion. It is ?.. SOD1C\Yhat 
rliflku1 1 problem I admit. but the Govern
ment shonld fare it. Thrr<' arc lots of men 
working in she 'ring sh• ds in the \Yestern 
district Tcho are far better able to make a 
contrilrution to the rPYC'nl10 than 1nan~v clerks 
ancl other ]Vrs 1m 0ngagrcl in m. ',·nntile life 
in the towns, anrl m,1intainlng wivPs and 
families, and vc: they make no contribution 
to th0 rev· nne: It is a most scandalons state 
of things when vou come to think about it. 
Nearly 97 per cent. of the total population. 
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of Qu~en,.!nnd are going scot-free and making 
no rontribution to the revenue. a.nd thf' other 
3 per of the population are called upon 
to bear whole brunt of taxation. 

Hon. IV. H. DE~rAEE: Because they have 
everything in their hands. 

Hox. G. S. CURTIS: Look at the wages 
the 'ngar workcrJ are able to earn. I heard 
it stated hero the other dac· that some men 
e~rn £3 a da:·, and that otl1er men m·e earn
ing £5 and £6 per week. Those men con
tribute nothing to the revenue, and they 
ought to contribute to the revenue. John 
Stuart Mill sa;.;; it would be an advantage 
to the whole communitv if a direct contri
bution was made to the revenue by ever:-
body, except the poorer classes. It has beel'l. 
said that th~re should be no taxation with
out rcprc.Jontation, but John Stuart Mill laid 
down the doctrine that there should be no 
rcprc,cntation without taxation. Tlw hon. 
member who has just sat down addressed 
himself to this question from the socialistic 
point of view and from the Henry George 
point of viPw. I have addressed mysf'lf to it 
from the individualist point of view, and 
have pointed out that Professor Raleig h has 
said that land has now become an article 
of commerce. The owners have to pay .a . 
Federal hx, a State tax, and a local authori
ties t:Lx ~ and if there are many more taxes 
imposed upon them thcv ''ill be taxed out 
of their propert:. If · a demand for in
CT2ased taxation cmanat0s from the Federal 
Government for \var purpose,!,:, 'v~ recognise 
that such tax is ncef'·'<arv in the interest 
of Anetralia and the Empire, and that it 
will be an emergency hx and not a per
manent tax. I do not think it is necessary 
to add anything further to the debate. 

Ho::-;. H. LLEvYELYN: There is no sub
ject derner to my heart than the _taxation 
of nnimprov0d valtws, because I thmk that 
must be the basis of a 11 taxation. Every
thing is got from the land, an~ the l~_nd 
should bear the burden of taxatwn. W1th 
regard to the super tax, in my opinion it i• 
not a super tax, but simply an increase ia 
the land tax on a certain class of people. 
It has been stated here by the Hon. ~fr. 
Curtis and other hon. members that a land 
tax is unfair. The Hon. Mr. Cnrtis quoted 
from Adam Smith and John Stuart Mill. 
From my read!ng of .John. ~tu art ::VJ:ill, I 
maintain that 1f he were hvmg to-day ",e 
would be sitting with the members on th1s 
side of the Hou-e. • 

Hon. A. A. DA VEY: No fear! 

Ho::s. H. LLEWELYN: Yes. I think 
John Stuart Mill laid down certain proposi
tions that this Government are carrying out 
righteously and justifiably. I remember the 
time in the hwn where I was born when 
vou could not vet a bit of land. \Ve ought 
to be thankfuf that with the evolution of 
civilisation that kind of thing is passing 
awav. \Ve now want something better for 
our 'children, and we are not making a fight 
£or ourselves only, but ar0 making a fight 
for posterit:· in imposing this kind of taxa
tion. The objed of this taxation is two-fold 
-to make land cheap, and to bring in 
revenue to enable the Government to carry 
out their great work-and it is not wise on 
the part of hon. gentlemen to defeat the 

aim·: of the Government '"hen their objects 
are in touch with the progress of humanity. 
I hope thnt hon. gentlemen will make up 
their minds to assist the Government, be
cause they are developing those principles 
which tend to help the poorer classes of 
humanitv. In the eighteenth century, only 
the landlords were represented in the Eng
lish Parliament. The manufacturers were 
not represented, and the result was that 
Parliament imposed taxation through the 
Customs, and that led afterwards to the 
great battle between freetrade and. protec
tion. \Ye have to fir;ht the landed mter<;st, 
which is well represented on the other s1de 
of the House, who are trying te defeat 
legislation which will tax wealth for the 
good of humanity. 

Ho~. _\.. A. DAVEY: I do not moan to 
sav vel"' much on thio Bill. My objection 
to" the mo,tsure is that this is not an oppor
tune time to nut incrt'O"led b.urdens on the 
people of Quee~sland. We shall have to face 
very great taxation i_n the future. P~rhaps 
none of us can nahse what that _w1ll be, 
but it is certain that it must be considerable. 
I am spea.king now of taxation by the Com
mmw.·ealth to pay the cost ?f fighting the 
ba+tlc ag-ainst autocracy in 1ts worst form 
and gecuring the dtefcat of an enemy who, 
should the.v be victors, '\ onld reduce Aus
tralia and its prospects to :· bsolute dust. If 

the GLrn1ans "Tin this war, ... L\..us~ 
[4 p.m.] tralia will exist no longer as ";e 

have known it in the past. A}l 
arh·anced thinkers have looked to Austraha 
a,; being the ccmtiner:t . ~lPO!' which there 
v:ould be built up "' ClVJhsahon and a con
clition of affairs which ,.-ould reflect honour 
to the whole of the hnman race. All these 
hopes will be n bsolutely gone. The unfor
t!mate part of it is that t]1e present Gov~rn
ment do not seem to reahsc that there 1s a 
war being carried on. 

Hon. IY. H. DEMAI~E: Oh, yes. 

Ho~. A. A. DAVEY: My honest com·ic
tion i·o thut they arc influenced ~y some 
ulterior motiYc, or e_lse ~hey are Ignorant 
of the fee~ tho.t a vvar IS go1ng on. 

The PRESIDE::-i'T : Order ! :r'he 
~cnt1-ernan n1n~t kc0n to the question_ 
not a question of the- war. 

hon. 
It is 

Hox. A. A. DA YEY: This is a question 
o£ taxation. and I am oppo_scd to the taxa
tion, in viP\V of the taxation t_h )t. "\Vf', as 
citiwns of the Commonwealth, w11l ~e ~':ll.ed 
unon to pay in order t > rn,ect our hab1h~1es 
i1ic;,rred through the war. I. do. not thmf;: 
that is on·. of ordn'. :M:· obJoCtlOn to th1s 
tn: is that the pP017le a~·e ~?t able /o bea.~ 
th1s tncrca.';('d ta.xabon, tn 'IO\V of .. he .. c~r 
tain tnx thL-t , .. ,Till corr.·e upon thorn 2:rom 
Federal source·'· and not onl:· ":re. the people 
unable to ben r this tax, but 1t Is u~ncees
sarv at tbe prt=>,E~nt tinH'. .Are 'v:· gotn~ to 
allow the Govcrnmont to buy cattle stat!ons, 
and to go in for ell sorts of Sl(eculatlO?-S, 
and al1 ~ort:=- of bu"ines, transactions, ~YhiCh 
must )Wc,vc unprofitable, if .""e arc to Jndg~ 
be- what has taken place m other States. 
The on!-.- wav the.- can get the mon<'y to go 
in for these things is by increasing the taxes 
on the people, and ~his is not the proper 
time to increase taxat10n. 

Hon G. S. CrRTIS : It is only a few of the 
people. who will pay. 

Hon . .A . .A. Davcy.~ 
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HoN. A. A. DA VEY: I do not care 
·whether it is a few of the people or all of the 
J>eople. If it were necessarv it might be 
justifiable if all the people wDre called upon 
to pay. If the Government are not able 
to square their accounts it is because of their 
utter lack of commercial ability, and they 
.are not fit· for the positions which they hold. 
vr e are not justified in giving our support 
to further taxation on this already over
burdened State in order to make up for the 
mismanagement of the affairs by the present 
Government. A lot of l?eople have talked 
about this tax only affectmg the people who 
are wealJ;hy. That shows the absolute ignor
ance of hon. members on the other side. 
We have heard this afternoon all about the 
unearned increrr:ent, and about Henry 
George's theory. Henry George favoured 
a single tax, and it is not proposed by any 
hon. member on the other side to confine 
ourselves to a single tax. 

Hon. T. NEVlTT: His remarks stand as 
true to-day as ever they did. 

HoN. A. A. DA VEY: In my opinion, they 
ne,·er were true. If Henn George had lived 
a little longer in the wo~ld he would have 
altered his opinions 

The SECRETARY FOR ),fiNES : If he were in 
this Council he would be on our side. 

Ho;;. A. A. DA VEY: If he were alive 
he would not be in this Council at all and 
if he were I am absolutcly certain th~t he 
would not be sitting ov<er there. I do not 
own any land worth £2,500, so it does not 
affect me. I am· a freelance, and anything 
I may say in this House may be taken to 
bo in the interests. of the people, becau'e I 
have no axe to grmd. Hon. members oppo
stte trv to make the people believe that be
ceus<' a man is posses,,ed of lrnd of a value 
of £2.500 he must have come by it dis
honPotly, and that ht' has nut the whole 
?f thP in"reased value into his pocket. That 
I~ a bsolutcly absurd. Hon. members oppo
Sltc know perfectly well that land is passing 
from hand to ha:td all the tirr.·e. 

Hon. IV. H. DniAIXE : It is increasing in 
vc hw all the time. 

Ho;;. A. A. DA VEY: Of courre it is and 
the· yerwn w~o. unfortunately. happe~s to 
l,o 111 possessiOn of a piece of land worth 
£2.500 he s to pay the land t. "· 

Hon. W. H. DE:I!AIXE: Th.,t is his mis
forhu •. 

Hox. A. A. DAVEY: He mav not have 
mac[c ~n. thing out. of that propertv, a•, it 
mJy ha~:o p \ssod through, perb:'Lps, 100 hands 
before It reached him. 

I-i:on. \V. II. DK\IAIXE: IIo has been 
swinclling. 

Hox. A. A. DAV~Y: He has not• b· en 
swinc!linr, at all. Hon. member• opposite 
talk about. S"•inclling and robbing-it Fhows 
thPir absolute ignorance. 

Hon. IV. H. DE}TUXE: You have all the 
wisdom in the world. 

Ho;;. A. A. DAVEY: You have not very 
much. 

Hon. W. H. DEolAIXE: If I have not as 
much as you, then I am verv povertv stricken 
indeed. · .. 

. Hox. A. A. DA VEY: You can put your 
httle spench up when I have finished. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIXES: What about 
ha,-ing It out on the green? 

[Hon . .A • .A. Davey. 

HoN. A. A. DA VEY: I am feeling fit for 
that. I could even wrestle with Runs, and 
this is not unlike wrestling with Runs, 
either. 

The PRESIDENT : Order ! This cross
firing across the Chamber must cease. The 
hon. merr.•ber must continue his speech, and he 
must be allowed to do so without interrup
tion. 

HoN. A. A. DA VEY: If a man happens 
to be in possession of £2,500 worth of hmd, 
hon. members opposite infer that he has 
come by it dishonestly, or if not dishonestly, 
then he has become possessed of something 
at m·uch less than its real value, because the 
State has spent some money. That is non
sense. There are numerous farms in this 
State worth £2,500. There are any number 
of properties in this city that are worth 
£2.500, and a great deal more. The people 
who are in po&cepcion of those properties have 
not made any enormous profit out of thew. 
As a n:'lttcr of fact, they cannot get a re
turn that will even cover the present taxa
tion. h that a just thing or a fair thing? 
Tul::.e Cf'i·tain scrtions of the city ·where there 
are old, dilapidated, out-of-date buildings. 
Someone cnmes along and buvs this property, 
pulls down the old rookeries, and erects a 
Ycr:: fine building on it like the magnificent 
buildings we sec all around Brisbane to-day. 

Hon. H. C. Jo;;Es: Profitecring does that. 

Hox. A. A. DA VEY: Profiteering ! Will 
the hnn. gentleman only get a little common 
fcnse • Talk about profiteering; the people 
who buy properties to-clay and erect fine 
buildings arc profiteering ! The hon. gentle
man does not know what he is talking about. 
The inference is that thte man who owns a 
piccp of lime! is ncceesarilv an cncmv to thr, 
\Yorldng- 01~-. .;. ~ L 

An IIoX01'RABLE :\lEoiBER: That is imagi
nation. 

Ho;;. A. A. D.\ YEY: It is what your 
crowd state openly. 

Hon. \Y. H. DEoiAIXE: That u:.ed to be 
your crowd. You were one of the strongest 
advootes of the sort of thing that you are 
donount ing noi-Y. 

Hox. ~\. A. DA VEY: The hon. gentleman 
Ba;<·s I \Yas one of the bizgest advocate·; of 
this kind of thing. 

Hen. \Y. H. DDJ ·,rxE : You were one of 
the ·.re: tA~ socialists on the roll. 

Hox. _\,,A. DAVEY: I held certain ideas, 
a.nd I hold those id:·"s to-day. I au plY·
pared to discu·-'3 them with any member of 
the Opposition or an;chod:.- they like to 
nnp0int on an:,~ platform. I have not 
ch.ngrd my platform. Lut the hon. gentle
man's friends haYe chang-ed their platform. 
'Tlw partv t>1 which the hem. gentleman be
hng-s started out with a very noble and 
be:mtifnl platform, to which I subscribe like 
an\' other cominon .. :~ense man. I, in 1ny 
infancy. thomrht that the party to which the 
hon. gentleman belongs were sincere and 
honest in their protestations, and one of the 
most painful things that I have ever had to 
do in mv life was to dissocia.te mv moral 
support from them-I never had an official 
conn<>dion with them-when I fonnd they 
werP prostituting those noble ideas and using 
them for the very worst purposes. I am 
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·<:>pposir.; this Bill because I do not believe 
·that thio Council would be justified in assist
ing the Government to impose any increased 
taxation whatever. As far as I am concerned, 
I am opposed to any increased taxation in 
this State at the present time in view of the 

·extrave;rance of the Government, and in view 
also of the possible taxation that will come 
upon LIS in the future. As far as I am con
<Cernec1. I 't:rill not be a party to giving the 
Government pO\ver to in_crease the taxation 
by one iota during this session. They are at 
the end of their tether. They have to go to 
thP> country very shortly. and if the country 
like to ··"'nd them back the countrv will have 
to take the consequence•, but in the meantime 
I a m not going to be a pm·ty to assisting this 
Gov<'rnm.mr to impose this absolutely unjust 
taxati.m on the people. 

Ho);. F. :\IrDOJ'\XELL: The spE'ech of 
-the Hon. Mr. Davey was rather a surprise to 
me, be.eauee the hon. gentlen)an at one time 
was one of the most ardent advocates of land 
taxation. and I must admit that I am sur
prised at i he remarkable change in the hon. 
gPntle1nun. I3oile,] do,vn, his argument cornes 
to thi,,: that he is oppo ed to this Bill 
because he is opposed to any increa.sed taxa
·tion at the present time. That is the only 
argmwnt he adduc-'d in opposition to this 
Bill. 

Hon. \Y. STEPEEXS: A very good one. 
Hox. F. ::\IcDU1\XELL: It may appear a 

·good one. to the hnn. gentleman, but it is 
not a logic a! onf'. The hon. ventleman must 
know th<t any Government ca.rrying on the 
husincs~ of the countrv n1ust look to some 
means to pay their \Va.~< And to what sources 
can they look? 

Hon. A. A. DA>:EY: Practi·-e economy. 
Hox. F. ::\lrDO::\'XELL: To what source 

-can thL',. look better than to a ta·•: ou land
land th~.t is being enhanced in value everv 
day without any <•ffort at all on the part o'f 
the o·.· ners? Take the sugar lands owned 
'oy the Hon. JI.Ir. Gibson and sugar lands in 
other parts of this State. Look at the va.lue 
of thos,• L•.nds to-drr:· compared with what it 
''as ten yea.rs ago. 

Hon. IY. STEPHEXS: He dew loped them 
himself. 

Hox. F. ::\IcDOX:\JELL: The hon. gPntle
man need not tell me that those lands have 
adnc'Jccd in vahw simply l:)ecame of the im
provement, put on the larrt'k 

Hon. \Y. STEPHEX:i: Of course they have. 

Hox. F. :\IrDOXXELL: You are the first 
th:. t l have he10rd me that argument. Take 
our cih la.n.Js. Our citv lands have rnateriallv 
incr:as.rd in value th1:ough no effort on the 
part of the mvners. Hon. members cannot 
tell mP an:vthing about the enhanced value 
of city lands. because I haYe had to pay the 
advarc·"ocl vulue myself. I have had to pay 
portion of 1he 'dvanced va.lue in the W·tY of 
rent, and I lwv<• had to pay the advanced 
value \\ Len I purchased city lands. I ca.n 
givE' imtancH where I have had to nay a. 
very large premium on city land although 
the ,,·:ncr of that land never did anything 
to enhance its value. The value was ere.1tcd 
by the efforts of those surrounding it. There 
can be no clenyine- the fa.ct that the com
munitv has increosed the value of both town 
and cJuntr;: lands. 

lion. E. \Y. H. FowLEs: On that prin
cin]c ;;hou~r1 vou not ta:x businesse'- 'vhich 
h:ln• been buih up b:; the work of the emn
;munity~ 

Hox. F. }1cDOX::\ELL: Businesses l'"Y 
a very large amount of ta:cation ;, and ju~t 
as in connection 'vith lc.nd taxation, so 1n 
the case of busine..jscs, taxation is passed on 
to the purchaser. After all, unless a man's 
land is valued at £2,500 he w1ll not ha,-e 
tc· pay this super tax; and on the value of 
£2,500 the additional tax will only amount 
to about £20. 

Hon. G. S. CuRTIS: That will be e. heavy 
burden to many people, especially those whose 
properties are encumbered. 

HoN. F. J'.IcDO::\'XELL: Quite so, and a. 
mortgage is a heavy burden. But there are 
heavy burdens impo<·ed on busmess people 
quite outside land taxes. I am connected 
with a company that O\n~s a fai1· amount of 
land. I think our land IS valued at £8,000 
or £10,GOO, and we will have to pay this 
tax but we are prepared to do so, because 
we' realise that we are living in abnormal 
times. There are hundreds of others who 
arP also prepared to pay this taxation. It 
seems to me th:1t the man who has the most 
]r.nd and who is the best able to pay is the 
ma.n who squeals the most. It is eYident 
that the wealthier a man is, particularly if 
his wealth is in land, the more he is dis
ir.clined to pay a fan amount of taxation 
to the State. 

Hon. G. S. CURTIS: You should encourage 
him to increase his wealth if he . gets it 
honestly. 

Hox. F. McDONNELL: I would not dis
courage him at all. I believe in ev.e:y man 
making '"' much as he. can make legibrnatel.Y 
and fairlv; but I thmk he should pay his 
fnir quot'a of raxahon to the State: The 
land is about the1 on! v source to which the 
State can look for additional taxation. 'I'he 
Hon. Mr. Curtis spoke about 97 per CE'nt. 
of the people not paying any taxation; but he 
should remember that the wharf labourer, 
who is earning £4 a wPek and has a family 
cf seven or eight, is actually p'lying more 
in indirect taxation Lhrough the Customs 
than the hon. gentleman himself. 

Hon. G. S. CrRTIS: To the Federal 
Treasury-not to the State. 

HO);. F. }lcDOX:\"ELL: I certainly agree 
with the suggestion that has been made h.:;re 
to-dav that we should onlv have one authority 
in A~1stralia impo . .in,; t"axation. I do not 
go so far a" to adYoui.te unification, but 
some svstem should be adopted whereby we 
should 'have onlv one income tax and one 
land tax. \Vhe;l the hon. gentleman says 
that the working cl cssco pay practically no 
taxatioN he is not so logical as ho generally 
is when s11eaking un son10 constitutional 
quE'··tion. He must not iz·nore the fact that 
ifH~lr0ct- taxation i nu1n"T ti1nes greater than 
direct taxation, and th~,t indircd taxation 
falls more h'· :wily on the poorer clas~p of 
tho communitv than on the wealthier classes. 
The Hon. Mr: Dav<· &poke of philanthropic 
la,ndo·,, ners \vho c·on1c Into ·a city and erect 
palatial buildings on the site of old slums. 
But ·do "'" find ma!JY of the~e pocket 
philanthropi ts? 

Hon. \Y. STEPHEX:O:: Ho a·dmitt·3d that it 
was done for profit. 

I-lox. F. McDO="XEJ"L: He a•dmitted it 
ven· rcluctarith·. H~ tried to give hon. 
me;. b0rs the idea that the gentlemen who 
Noct these palatial buildings do so from 
philanthropic motives. Do we not know 

Hon. F. McDonnell,l 
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very well that the Iandowner, above all 
others, look' for profit ,, hen he decides to 
erect a building? Before he makes up his 
mind to build, he calculates how much he is 
likely to make out of it, and· invariably he 
sees that he makes a very decent profit. 
I" is not fair to ronci'lier land values from 
the point of vie'Y ol boom times. I believe 
the Hon. :vir. Curtis has had a good deal 
of experience of land boom values in the 
Rockhampton district. At one time people 
\\'ere mad and bought land at fabulous price••, 
but those pnccs should not be considered a. 
reasonable basis in connection with land 
taxation, or i!l connection ,,·ith the return 
from land. ln ordinarv times the land
owner secs that he com.:s out on the rio-ht 
side.. I have not stood up to attempt" to 
convince_ any hon. 1nen1ber against his \vill, 
bcc~u ·e I know hon. members have made up 
theu mmds. and that, no matter what any 
l~on. 1nen1bcr tT:t:,~ Fay on this >ide of the 
Chamber, thoro 1. verv lit:le ho•1e of this 
Biil bccoH.!ng law. 'fhc argum'ents from 
the othcr side h~ ve not impr<:>oed me, nor 
have they convmced me-particularly the 
argume>tL of the Ho;I, j,lr. Curtis and the 
Hon .. ::\lr. Dawy .. In fact, if anything could 
connnce one that the Bill is a fair and 
reasonab~e one. and une that will only affed 
;.hose ;';ho are best able to pay the ta.x, 
It wou.c, be tho s"eeches of those two hon. 
1nembers. 

. Hox. \Y. H. DE.i\lAIXE: One thing that 
ttas str.uck me very forcibly since I came 
mto tin llo\'se is the perpetual harping on 
tht' poor capnahst. and the poor landowner. 
It hao been one mterminable plea on one 
B~ l I after another. Another thing connected 
\'.1th the advocacy of the ca.pitalict and the 
lar,do>mn ~y the H~m. :VIr. Davej that has 
struck me Is the bitterness sho'' n by one 
who has re,Ieged-I will not use a harsher 
~erm,, though 1 could. if I chose, but, perhaps, 
1t nught be unparl!al!lentarv-who has re
neged on the J?arty with which he was at 
Cl_le tmw ass.oci:~ted. It is generaliv a man 
~t that descriptiOn ";ho is mc"t bitte~· against 
the party and the Ideas hc. has abandoned. 

Hon. A. G. C. H.n\THOR:-1: Because he 
knows them. 

. Hox. W. H. DE::\IAIXE: Perhaps there 
IS some httle .amount of truth in that; but I 
~ave no tnne for a man who goes backward 
mstead of . forward. I can understand a 
f'ory heconung a Liberal or a Liberal becom
mg a Labour n~:l!'; but I cannot understand 
the reverse positiOn. 

.An HOXOUR\BLE :11E}IBER: Perhaps you 
\nil become a Liberal when vou have been 
here some time. " 

. HoN. \Y. H. DE:1LL~,.I~E: I am afraid it 
h too late fm: me to renege-r hope so 
anyh~w .. If this House is likely to have ~ 
soponfi~ mfluence upon me, the sooner I get 
out of It the better. 

Hon. E. \Y. H. FOWLES: It is never too 
late to mend. 

Hox. vY. :S:· DEMAIXE: What I depre
cate IS the bitterness that is imported into 
the Hon .. ::Vlr .. Davey's speeches, and the 
constant Iteratwn and reiteration that all 
'vho are opposed to him lack sense. I do 
not hke to say of any opponent of mine that 
he lacks. :'ense because he does not see eye 
to eye w1th me. If we cannot convince each 
other, then we can agree to differ. But this 
perpetual harping on the fact that the other 

[Hon. F. McDonnell. 

fellow has not a grain of sense and is to be· 
pitied and all that sort of thing is getting 
on one's nerves. There is altogether too 
much of it thrown across the floor of 
this Chamber. It shows an intolerant spirit 
which should not be possible in a Chamber 
such as this. The same ma.v be said with 
regard to chargu of dishonesty. I do not 
attribute dishcnest motives to a. man who 
has accumulated wealth, no matter what 
form it takes. 

Hon. A. GrBSOX: You gave expression 
to that sentiment just now. 

HoN. W. H. DE::V1AI:::--JE: I did not. I 
blame the community for allowing any indi
vidual to get an advantage oYer it, legally 
or otherwise. I might enter into a specula
tion my'·:"!f and take a·(h-antagc of the situa
tion, but what I complain of i·.. that the 
conununitv should be so foolish as to allow 
any indiv!dual to exploit it. If our laws in 
the past have .allmYed this, we are here to 
help to prevent a continuance of such a 
state of affairs. In the district where I 
have mostly spent my time in this country I 
have s .. cen the evils of land ownership, and a 
nece;sarv concomitant to that is land taxa
tion. The Kingaroy district has been de
veloped during my time, and I can point 
to hundreds of people who have made money 
without putting one hour's work into the 
land, and other people have had to earn 
the profit they made. I have knmvn land 
that was taken up from the Government at 
£1 an acre change hands until you could 
not look at it under £50 an acre. That land 
has gone up in value, not through any work 
done by the original purchasers, but through 
population going into the district and 
through the construction of railways by the 
Government. Land that \Yas sold to the 
original purchaser by the Government at £1 
an acre has gone up to £70 and £80 an 
acre, and has soared up until you get into 
hundreds of pounds per acre in the Central 
townships. All this could hrwe been pre
y, ntcd by the perpetual lease system, fol' 
·which thi,, Gov0rnn1ent stand:-::. I kno1v one 
individual who has ma·de £250,000 within 
the Ja,t fifteen vears out of timber land and 
other Lmds in t'hat district, and other people 
have had to pay-people who have used the 
land legitimately to grow corn and to make 
homes for themd•lve·c.. That is the sort of 
thing that I objec: to. And who pays this 
taxation after all? Let us be honest in 
this matter. Is it not paid by the average 
worker in the community every time? It 
filters do>vn ultimatelv to him. You have 

all seen t'he picture, " I work 
[4.30 p.m.] for all, I pa:• for all," and so 

on: and you know that the 
,..,-orking man evenruallv pays for all. With 
regard to the basis of taxation before the war. I would r0mind you that the average 
\vage of a working man was about £2 per 
week. which is in the neighbourhood of £10Q 
a year. Calculated roughly, the working 
1nnn 0~1 t~~at £100 naifl J~:G in i11{lir,·ct t· xa
tion. and vou kno\v Y:hat rubbing off £10 in 
£100 rneai1s to a n1nn '\Yho has to n1aintain 
a wife and thrce or four children. If you 
levy taxation on a 10 per cent. b>sis, that 
means that a man who has £1,000 a yea!' 
,,-ill have £100 a year knocked off his in
come. Does he feel the loss of that £100 in 
the same way as the man with £100 a yea!' 
f€els the lo3s of £10? )J o : in the first ea ,e 
the man has simply to deprive himself of 
some luxury, while in the latter case the man 
ha·> to deprive himself of absolutB neces>aries. 
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I m that the taxation '·hould be gndcd 
H) tl nl,'~l with tlw hig·her itH'OllL~ shall 
pay « greater ,.mount relatively t{) the 
revenue. The self-denial of the man on £2 
a IYC·.•k is a nJa&'nificent co'ntribution to his 
countn·. If man has £10,000 a year, and 
:con t_,ko half of it from him, what is that? 
It is a mere bagate-lle. What enables such 
a. man to e:1joy that income? The protec
Tion of the community-the working clacses, 
"·ho >tand at the root of everything to enable 
that 1nan to enjoy his n1agnificent incon1e. 
I want to see the conditions such that no 
'"aa can become rich at the expense of 
all'-Jther. 

Hon. E. \V. H. FowLES: \Vhat is " rich"? 
Hox. \Y. H. DE: L\IXE: I am ne'· going 

tc· (•J<tcr into a rontrover-v "-ith the hon. 
genf~CT'1an on that nu!Jtcr.v L('t hin1 C'f'll18 
iEto the ,,.1:..0king-roon1 and we ;.-ill haye it 
{mt there. \Vhat I "ant to sho•·c is the dif
fl'rcnC(' bet~;:C'en Yi' :bie taxati( n and invisible 
taxation, thougb n1Cn" is Yt·r:v Jittle ir~xisi
b:Jit:-- about it. Let us b ke a common article 
"\Yhich ahnost c :cry 1nan use~. and that is 
tobacco. Suppose ,l man goes into a grocr,r's 
sl•op and buy>< 1 lb. of tobac.-o, and pays 
2c:. for it, as he "cmld probablv do if there 
,- t're no t.~x.-tion. and he gets' to the door 
r nd the' re nwet' " fellow in uniform who 
i'"' \Y jting for hin1, and \Vho savs. "Foue 
d1illing , pl( "-'"· ., The• purcha"er nsks, 
"\Yhat is thi~ for?" Th0 1nan in unifolTl 
\i?ouLJ reply, "Thi~ :i~ for t u~.to""ls duty.~' If 
that happened. the man would kick up a 
rm·. and we should probablv ha Ye a reYolu
tion. You people objert to -payin!?" an ah,o
lutely just tax. If you haYe not got the 
propcrt~?. ~?ou are not asked to pay; we are 
onlv asking vou to pav according to vour 
nw~!'' T~ put the thing in a nutshell; the 
sacrifice should be equal all ronnel. 

Hrn. K IY. H. FowLES: You do not make 
it equal with this nwnsure. 

Hox. \Y. H. DE:\L\IC\E: :'\ever mind; 
it i- a r-tep iu the right direction. I could 
giYe you an illu. !ration of what landowner
shin n10arr: bv reference to a to\~ n in York~ 
~hii·e called find 1er,fleld, within a few mile-, 
of ·,yh"re I was born. That to\vnship is 
C\\?r::c•1 b~v one fatnily named. Ran1sden. 
Practically the whole township has been 
tlrlcir;.: for ,£;t'ncrations. I su,pposo their ances~ 
tor-- fourrht for it in th0 usual ctvlc-another 
term fa·r robbery. Thoscc propertic, are 
l"- t''cd on a niJhctv~nine -s-ears' I( a c. The 
tf rwnt ht'" ~~ pu-f up tllc building-s, kePp 
them in rerccir aul in an up-to-date condi
tion. and at the end of ninetv-nine vears the 
]pJ .o t< r.ninnt< nnd the landlord collars the 
lo:. If the tnnut wants a renewal of the 
le"' "P lw ha~ to pa v an e-normous royalty in 
order "o ';rl' it. Th<'re is an old storv told 
of th.ot particular to-. --nship to the: effect that 
an old Quaker fnn1ily O\\~ned one allobncnt 
whL -, tl1p Ra ·r,clcns from generation t-D 
p·enc··r ·-ion \V,JJFcd to purchase. One Ranls
den of::.•rrd the Quaker to cover the land 
v.:ith -OY()rPi{1'1l :, aEd the Quaker ~aid, "I 
wi1l ~ell if ynn put thcn1 on edge." Ramsden 
::-aid, "?\o." ar J the Quaker said, ".._:\11 
right; IIuckkrsfif']d is mine and thine c·et." 
Pt·ivatc landowning leads up to the com
munity at some time or other having to get 
back h:v taxat:oa son1ething whi< h it has 
parted with. and "-hich it had no right to 
part with. Under the perpetual lea.se system, 
\Yit h dircrt tenure frmn the Cro\\~n, any 
accrnjng; un0arucd increment would come 
back to the community to which it bclon~·f'd. 
'Vhat members opposite are perpetually 

depreciating and decrving is the lowering of 
land value . I sav that the lower land values 
a.re the better it is for the community. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIXES: It is 
ea':: for me to a:::ree with the sentiment 
exprefAd by the Hon. Mr. McDonnell to the 
effect that he was quite willing t J pay this 
tax as a part ov·ner of land valued at over 
£10.000. I think that is rather a noble senti
ment for a member to express in this Hou,e, 
and that it is a pity there arc not n1ore 
public men in An,tralia who cxpren them
seJyE, in that way. 

Hon. T. C. BriRXE: I am willing to Yote 
for the Bill if you have no exemption. 

Th" SECRET.\RY FOR MINES: Well, 
there is an exemption. 

Hon. T. C. BEIR:SE: It i-. unfair to have 
any exemption. 

The SECRETARY FOR :Y1INES: Hon. 
gentlemen know Yery well that this is a 
super tnx on the unin1proved Yalue of land. 
The Hon. ::'11r. Lec• .. hv endeavoured to delude 
this House and the" country by saying that
this is a tax which will affect poor farmers. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: To a great extent, yes_ 

The SECRET_\RY FOH :MINES: How 
many farmers can be taxed under· this Bill? 

Hc-'1. P. J. LEAHY: Thousands. 

The SECRETARY FOH ::'111:::\ES: Xo 
fa.rmer owning land under the value of 
£2,500 will be taxed under the Bill. 

Hon. P. ,J. LK\HY: There arc hundreds of 
farmers who own land of that value. 

The SECRETAHY FOH ~HKES: Where 
fr1rmin~ land is: of that Yalue. there are 
probably improv••ments. I have Eoticed that 
.,-hf"n v.nv measure is introduced in this House 
which -,ill cause the Government some little 
expenditure, hon. members either refuse to 
pa: .. ,; it or amcv! it in such a way as will 
haraes the Goi'Cr>1ment. The House haYe 
rasserl the State Iron and Steel \Vorks Bill, 
a!1-rl I Y('nture to eav that thcv will pass the 
State Children Art· Amendment Bill. Both 
tLoe:: 111' ruurc" 'vill nf>rr .... ~_·"itate expenditure, 
but when WP cmpe to the qw"stion of finding 
the m on< v. this Houcc neglects its duty and 
rdm-cs t{) o:iYe the Government the means 
of raisin')' the n0c,··.c;;::ary revenue. 

Hon. :\. G. C. HAWTHORX: For extrava
gance. 

The SECRET~\RY FOH MINES: ::'\o 
hon. gc1tleman who has spoken this after
noon has qnot···d one iten1 of extra Yagance 
or illegal expenditure. 

Hon. P .• T •. LEAHY: Don't you kno;;\' that 
the monev for th•· iron and steel ·worl:s does 
not co'lle' out of the revenue, but out of the 
loan? 

The SECRET AHY FOH JYH"\ES : I know 
th:tt no hon. gentleman has mentioned one 
ite1n of ~;-\~tr tYagance in expenditure 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: The list would l1e too 
long. 

The SECRET.\RY FOH :\liNES : Hon. 
gentlemen ~ .1lk . about c,xtravagance. and 
swing ubout ther~· arms ar:c~ ma~e va::;ue 
state1ncntf~ 1 hut grvc ns notnrng e1s0. The 
hon. gentleman who moved the amefldment 
should have given the truo rcuson for tn~ow
ing out this Bill. One of the reasons g1ven 
for the amendment is that- ' 

"The welfare of the citizens of Queens
land combine-d with motives of the hi~h
est patriotism, render it obligatory on: 

1lon. A. J. Jones.] 
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the Council to reject this BiiJ, and thu~ 
maintain for ihe Federal Government 
some taxable reserve u;1ou which Federal 
taxution for war purposes may be 
levied." 

Hon. P J. LEAHY: \Yhat is >vrong with 
·that? 

Tho SECRETARY 
,J ohnson was right 
'·Patriotism is the 
·2coundrel." 

FOR MINES: Dr. 
when he eaid that 

last refuge of a 

Hon. A. GrBSON: You can say that for 
your own side, hut not for us. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The 
Hon. ::Yir. Leahy knows what is the true 
reason for his movinn· this amend '!lent· it 
is intended t? _throw o7.tt the Bill. I supflOSP 
'"" may anticipate that the coflme fate ·.; ]1 
overtake the income tax proposal. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN : You are j1IO· 
bably correct. 

Hon. E. \V. H. FowLES: If we read it 
before Christmas. 

The SECRETARY FOR ::\HXES: I do 
not c;are if we "it here until the new year. 
But It would be a fair thing for the htm. 
g~ntleman who moved the amendment to give 
his true reason for submittilig his proposal 
to the House, and sav that the object is to 
hara'·'. the Government by preventing th-?ir 
fi_nanc1al measures !)assing through the Coun
cil. It appears to me that we a~e not going 
to. g-et an_v of O(l~' financial me&snres through 
this ~ess1on. file throv;ing out of these 
.financial measures i~ one of the best reasons 
that could Ge given whv the members who 
{Ire elected hy the ywople should govern tlw 
·-eo1:1-ntr:.L In any .ordinar:.' business, the man 
who does the buymg hmst also do his selling. 
How can hon. gentlemen sa\' that w~e have 
created a deficit when tht·\' c'ontributed to it 
themselvc•; • When we try 'to make ends m<; et 
and introduce fair proposals and honest forms 
of taxation. which will not fali heavilv on 
the people leR••t ab]e to lwar it but on the 
people best able to bear it this House throws 
them out. 

Hon. I. Pl.REL: Keep it goi;1o-. That is 
good stuff. .. 0 

The SECRETARY FOR :1II::\'ES: One 
hon. «entlcman said that this Bill me·•nt the 
further taxation of the farmers. That i:> 
ahsolntely untrue. I venture to oov t~~at not 
<?ne farnH~~, in the category of ~ worldno
larmer, ··,ciil come under this proposal. '1: 
>Yould be willing to forfeit £] for overv 
farlllf'l' \VhO C011IC8 under the Ccttcr··orv of a 
working· farmer who wou~c:! come {;'nder this 
BilL 
.. Hon. E. W. H. FoWLES: \Yill you pay lis 
1nc-on1e L1x? 

The SECRETARY FOR cvli::-.JES: Yes. 
Hon. T. J. O'SHEA: I wil! bke un vour 

£1 ch~llenge. · · 
The SECRETARY FOR l'vliKES: I am 

:not going into tht' n10rits or demerits of 
land Yuluo taxation althouo·h i~ is ·~ounrl in 
principle. If bv the exjw,;'rliture of pU:Llic 
money land is increased in YaluP then some 
of that enhanced valne should be recouped 
by the State. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHOR"': You are getting 
large portion of it now. 
The SEf'RETARY FOR MI~ES: .Land 

taxation is a sound princi)ole, anvhow. How 
·can hon. gentle1nen criticise the -GoYernment 
for not being able to square the ledger and 
make the expenditure and revenue meet, 

[Hon. A. J. Jones. 

when they encourage l?xpenditnre on one 
hand and refuse to pas,, the measu1·es to give 
us the nece~sarv reYenue to -carrv on t-he 
industries of the· C'ountry? I hope this House 
will not refuse to pass the taxation measures 
of the Government, because we are suffering 
just as much as the Federal Government are 
on account of t-he war. If this amendment 
is carried, and we do not impo,.e this t8xa
tion. then we will be inviting the Federal 
Government to tax th0 people of Queensh01d. 
\Yhy should we let the Federal Government 
tax the 1Jcople when the smne avenues of 
taxation are open to us? Surelv it is better 
to allow our own State to impose the taxa
tion, and encourage State industnes. This 
is only e, ~1nall measure- invoJvjng extrs. 
taxation to the extent of £180,000. \Ve have 
had difficulty ·with the hospitals. Why? 
Because of the actions of this H•mse ir1 
refusing to pa'··· the measur0 that would grant 
us the necc,%:ll'Y money to satisfy the needs 
of the hospitals. 

Hon. A. H. PARNELL: Tax the landowners. 

The SECRE'l'ARY FOR ME\ES : The 
landowner should be taxed. 

Hou. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: So he is 

The SECRETARY FOR MH\ES: I hope 
that even at this hour members will not agree 
to the amendment, but will allow the Bill 
to pass. The amendment has come as a sur
prise to me, although I an: :;etting th'lt 
>vay that it oak0s a lot to surpri>c me in this 
House. I was under the impl·ession that the 
Council Vile re go in~ to assist the Government 
with their financial propo'·als and allow them 
to go throus;-h. and I felt sure thut this Bill 
1vas going to be pa-ssed. 

HoN. A. G. C. HA WTHOR::-.J: The Min
ister said that the true reasons for throwing 
out this Bill are not sot out in the amend
rrwnt of the Hon. Mr. Leahy. I say that 
CYery one of them is a good reason. They 
are all true reasons why we are not support
ing the Government on this occasion. The 
l'v1inister sa:'· we are harasoing the Govern
noent. \Ye warned the GoYernment last vear 
that we would not assist them in the oxtr'ava
gance they were carrying on. but in spite 
of that warning, and in view of the increased 
reY0nue that they got, they still proposed to 
wind up with a deficit. I will sa;.- this, as an 
c;x-Treasurer: I can take two of th0 'Gnder 
Secretaries of the different departmente, and 
I C'an take the Oom1nissionnr for Rajhvays. 
and we can go into a room with a few pencils 
and in two hours we can ~~·l throu;:h the 
E·timatcs and bring t1re expenditure within 
the reye•,ue. \Ye can do that, and I am cer
tain 'he State of Queensland will not suffer 
m a teri aJly by it. 

The SECRET_\RY FOR MIXES : You would 
cut down wages and salaries. 

Hox .. \. G. C. HAWTHORX: I would 
not. I ''··ould put things on an economical 
basis. I say it can be done. I do not want 
to talk about the income tax measure now, 
but ·when '"c are dealing with it I will quote 
from thE> Commiuioner's report and the 
_'snclitor-General's report and show where 
the extravagance has gone on. \Ve cannot 
pass this Land Tax Bill or the Income Tax 
Bill a ftcr the v, arnings we have given the Go
vernmE>nt on different occasions. Com;idering 
we threw the Bill• out last year, we would 
be doing a wrong to the pE>ople of Queens
land if we passed them on this occasion, 
becauee we would be encouraging the Go
vernment in the policy of extravagance which 
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they ha vc adopted from the moment they 
came into office. Under the circumstances, 
I say that the reasons given by the Hon. 
Mr. Leahy are good and proper reasons why 
the Bill should be thrown out. We say that 
the Government have been extravagant, and 
we are entitled to say that we will not assist 
them any further in carrying on their Bystem 
of extravagance. 

Question-That the word proposed to be 
omitted (Mr. Leaky's arnendment) stand part 
of the question-put; and the Council 
divided:-

CoNTENTs, 14. 
Hon. R. Bedford Hon. L. McDonald 

F. Courtice F. McDonnell 
W. R. Crampton 'r. 'levitt 
W. H. Demaine G. Page.Hanify 
A. J. J ones I. Perel 
H. C. Jonc>s E. B. Purnell 
H. Llewelyn W. J. lUordan 

Teller: Hon. I. Perel. 

~OT-CONTENTS, 24. 
Hon. T. C. Beirne Hon. T. :\I. Hall 

F. T. Brentnall L G. C. Hawtlmrn 
C. Campbell P. J. Leahv 
J. Cowlisllaw C. F. }larl~s 
G. S. Curtis E. D. )lik; 
A. A. Davey C. F. :'\ielson 
A. Dunn T. J. O'Shea 
B. Fahey A. H. Parnell 
E. W. H. Fowles E. H. T. Plant 
A. Gibson IV. Stephens 
G. W. Gray H. Turner 
H. L. Groom A. H. Whittingham 

Teller: Hon. T. M. Hall. 
Resolved in the negative. 

The words proposed bv the Hon. :!\1r. Leahy 
were added, and the question, as amended
That the, Bill )Je read this day '·ix months (for 
the rec:sons pven)-put and passed. 

CLER:\IONT FLOOD RELIEF ACT 
AMENDMENT BILL. 

FIRST READING. 

On the motion of the SECRETARY FOR 
MIKES, this Bill, received by message from 
the Assembly, was read a first time. 

The second reading was made an Order of 
the Day for to-morrow. 

I:lS"COi\IE TAX ACT AME~D11ENT BILL. 

SEco:;D, READIXG-RESL'ThiPTION OF DEBATE. 

HoN. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: I think this 
Bill should deservedly meet the fate of the 
Bill we have just passed out, because it is 
exactly on the same lines. It is an endeavour 

by the Government to take from 
[5 p.m.] certain taxpayers of the State 

who are already very heavily 
taxed money which, under the present cir
cumstances, should be and is reallv abso
ktelv unnecessarv. We find that the Trea
surer, on page 18 of his Statement, says-

" The position may now be summarised 
as follows :
Estimated expenditure 
Estima.ted revenue 

Deficit 

. £8.749.241 
8.252.629 

£496,612" 

With an ectimated reyenue of £8.252,629, I 
think that any Treasurer, who had any idea 
of the necessities of the position and of his 
duty to the people of this State, could easily 
have made his expenditure come within that 
amount and not have asked for any further 

t<uation. Lact year the Treasurer anticipated· 
a rm·enue of .£7,706,365, and he actually got 
.£7,880,893-a larger sum than he anticipated, 
and yet he •.vound up with a deficit of 
.£253,000. He says in his Statement-

" It was proposed to meet the shortage· 
by altering the incidence of the income 
tax in order to obtain additional revenue 
from taxpayers in receipt of incomes of 
more than £3,000 a year, and bv impos
ing a St\per tax on all incomes o~er £400-
a year. These proposals, however, though 
pas.scd by the Legislative Assembly, did 
not recen·e the concurrence of the Legis
lative Council. 'I'he Government was, 
therefore, deprived of the additional 
revenue which I am now in a position to 
say would have yielded .£180,000. If the 
increased tax had been authorised, it 
cloes not follow that the deficit would 
have been reduced by the full amount, 
because the Government had promised, 
if the new taxation was authorised, to· 
grant certain direct assistance to returned 
\vounded and maimed soldiers and to
\Yarcls the scheme for repatriation, which 
would have absorbed a considerable sum."' 

In spite of getting more than he anticipated 
ar, l'CYcnuc, he ·was qnable to make ends meet. 
On top of that he, says, "I am anticipating 
sc·me hundreds of thousands of pounds moret 
revenue this year, and yet I have made up 
my expenditure on such a footing that I am 
going to wind up with a deficit of £496,000.'' 
Is that the action of anv bad'" of men who 
Were seized \Yith the necessities of the OCCa
sion; who knew that the Federal Govern
ment are doing all they can to raise money 
to carrv on the war. and that thev are the 
only people "·ho ,hould raise money for that 
purpose? It is our duty, as part of the Aus
tralian Common-.vealth. to assist the Com
monwealth G ovcrnment in carrying on the· 
war in the best way they can. The present 
Gc~\~ernmcnt haYe shown absolute incon1-
petcncy; they ·do not know the value of 
money, and they are prepared to expend 
extraYa!rant:,,·, no matter what the result may 
be. In 1907 the iHcorne tax realised £271,299, 
and \vith that atnount of taxation the Govern~ 
ment of th·· day were able to carry on and 
to wind up with a surplus. During the yea1· 
before la,t the Government received from 
income tax .£766,560, and last year from the 
same source thev received .£756.292. In addi
tion to that, the:- have impo·.ed a land tax, 
from which they received during the first 
yu.r the mm of .£247,044, and last year 
£362,535, making a total from income tax 
and land tax last year of £1.118,826. a:> 
agaimt .£271,000 ten years ago. The popula
tion ha·, not increased very largely. and, a& 
a matter of fact, the population decreased 
last vear as against the year before. \Yith 
all that money to spend, and all their extra 
other revenue, the Government were not able 
to make ends meet, and, as I stated on the 
question of the land tax, any man who knew 
what the possibilities were and who had been 
in the Treasury could go in and take two 
Under Secretaries and the Commissioner for 
Hrtilways and cut down these Estimates quite 
easily so as to make ends meet. There would 
bL' no difficulty at all in doing that. and the 

11 people of Qtleensland would not suffer in any 
wav. The Government would then have an 
inc'Ome equal to what they had last year, 
and an expenditure equal to what they had 
last vear, both of which were larger than 
ever ·before in the history of Queensland. 
It was their duty to sit down and make up> 

Hon. A. G. C. Hawthorn.] 
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tbei1· E;;:ti1nat<,,, on ; tlch a b::: is th'1t there 
\Yould bn. no ne,:>(~ .. ~itv to i:11110~f' extra taxa
tic ; to the cxtc•nt cf ncuh' £GO-J 000 We 
h.a:·p alre:t"d:· alloy, ~cl the1n~ t:J ~u;pc.;d the 
su1k1ng fund. Yrhlch i~, C'qual to £[' .LOOO a 
yr u. They will prcbub]~· get .c~0.000 or 
c.£:60.000 :more frt)ll1 s~ C1111 p and sncce ~-:\ion 
duties. Bet'· een the' two th ·· c will g·et 
£140,000 <Jr £15o,ono, and accordino- to th'eir 
cwn idea•, they will probablv malte £60.0°0 
or ~70,000 profit on their Stak stations. 

Hon. A. A. DAYEY: £230,000. 

Ho:\". A. G. C. HA \VTHORK: £230,000 is 
·the amount of profit that thev estimate thev 
>~·ould maim if they sold th~ whole of the 
stations and Ptock to-day. They are going 
to get money out of the workers' compensa
tio_n fund, and in different ways thev are 
gomg to get a lot of extra monev, and, in 
my opinion, in many instances their esti
mates will be exceeded. They wi]] probably 
get altogether an extra £200,000, and if thev 
cannot make ends meet with that amount, 
then they do not de,.·rve to get anything 
further in the way o~ taxation. With regard 
to the figuroo mentioned hy the Hon. Mr. 
Davey in connection with the stations, I do 
not know whether I will be in ordt;r in quot
ing from a debate in the other House, where 
the Minister for Lands said-

The PRESIDENT: Order ! The hon. 
member will not be in order in quoting from 
a debate that took place in another place. 

HoN. A. G. C. HA \VTHORN: The Min
ister for Lands said he estimated the profit 
on the Stale stations, if they ·were sold 
to-morrow, would bo £230,000. He g-ave 
different items of expenditure and receipts. 
and he estimates that the profit next year 
will be at least £50,000. \Vhen we come to 
the report of the Commic.sioner for Railways 
we find there are many things that r~flect 
on the position of the railways at the present 
time. On page 5 the Commissioner says-

" After paying all working expenses 
thNe is a net rev<'nne of £837,780, which 
is equal to £2 1s. 5±d. per centum on the 
total capital expPnded on opened and 
unopened line,,, This sum was insufficient 
by £734,997 to provide the working ex
penses and interest charges for the ;·ear." 

Then, on page 6, he says-
" In connection with the deficit on the 

ye'1r's working of £73<t,997, I dt:sire to 
state that the total loss on those sections 
of r' ilway that did not pay interest and 
>·orking c>Cpenses during the calendar 
ve. r of 1916 amounted to £765.032. Of 
the'·0, thirt>seven sections failed to earn 
sufficient r~evenue to pay \vorking ex
penses and interest on capital, and thirt:-
three other sections, while p .,,,ing work
ing expen·3es, failed to pay full interest." 

Is that not a very •trong inti:nation that 
somEthing is ·,c-rong? Should not th·• Com
missioner, or those in po\ver, endeavour to 
rectifv that position? Can that state of 
things be jus,ifiable nnder any circumstanc~s? 
There surely must be come way of makmg 
those lines payable, either by reducing the 
number of trains or increasing the revenue• 
in some way. Then, as I caid before, an 
outside independent Royal CC>mmiSBion should 
1Je appointed to go into the v:hole question 
of the management of the railways; not a 
eo1:unission of r.:tilway officials appointed by 
the Commissioner, or a commission appointed 
by the other House consisting of two m·embers 

[Hon.. A. G. (J. Hawthorn. 

fror_l onr side of the Hon;;:;e and a police 
Lwgi"'~rate. \rho is b:"Oing to place any Yery 
grecit Yalue on a r,·port b; ~ither of those 
cmnn1isf"ion=:? 

Hon. P .• J. LEAHY: ThEy >Yant a commis
sion of experts. 

Ho:<. :_. G. C. HA \YTHOR::'f: Both com
n1i-ssions. to n1v r'lind, are bi _,:;:.sed, and cer~ 
tainly. throug-h" want of kno>YLodge of railway 
matters, they will not be able to give a 
report that will re of .-alue to the State of 
Queensland. 

Hon. IY. R. CRAMPTOX: Like the Hon. Mr. 
Leahy's Select Committee. 

Hon. P. J. LnHY: That is a good com
mittee, although I am on it. 

Hox. A. G. C. HA \YTHORN: He goes 
011-

"E.-idu:tlv the solution of the pro
blem ' how "to m<~.kc our railways pay' 
will be found in a scheme that can 
minimise or o.-ercome the ]O'·S on the•e 
non-paying sections, as the sectio_ns that 
are navin"' do not earn sufficient to 
count.erbal;ncc such loss." 

It is the dutv of th'e Commissioner and the 
8ccretarv for"Railwavs to find that out. 

Hon. T. NEVITT: That has always existed, 
more or less. 

HON. A. G.' C. HA W'rHOR::'-l': Then, how 
is it that five or six years r.go the railwa.ys 
root on!v paid interest and redemption. but 
eontrib,;ted a small sum to the consolidated 
re.-enue, instead of taking £735,000 out of 
the consolidated revenue? 

Hon. G. PAGE-HANIFY: There were sections 
that lost money tloen. 

Hox. A. G. C. HAWTHOR!\': Granting 
thd, they wera worked in such a. way a.s to 
rr:inimi·'·' the loss. 

Hon. \V. J. RroRDAN: Do you suggest 
increases in fares and freights? 

Hon. \V. R. CRAMPTOX: No; retrenchment. 

Hox. A. G. C. I-L\ '.\'THOR::'\: I suggest 
that tlw railw .. vs should be nm on business 
lines. I underotand that thorn ;•,re far more 
l0ngthsmon on the lines to-day than there 
u·-•.•J to be when ~.h-. Th~llon was Commis· 
:_ioncr-nJ.oro length~n1cn than aro necessary 
to do the work; :ud. from >Yhat I have been 
f-iyen to undcrst.:md. .-cry great numbers 
of men hftve slowed down a great de<tl and 
th·_ 'vork ;s nDt as (;1 fficie.:1tlv done-. As I 
,v}Il shr,v, the C-.:>n1.t11i~"c'l,)ller ~sa vs the same 
thing in his report. An inq'Uiry is un
dcubtedly needed into the working of the 
d 'var~nH-nt by an ~ndependcnt co1nmission. 
'I11e Commissioner cJ"mot be unbiassed in the 
matter. and a board of officials appointed by 
him must be bo.· 'sed. 'Cndoubtedly, the 
Con1mi""'ioner, at the present time, is under 
i>olitic,] influence. W.0ar. hear! ) In the 
old da.Ys when we had :.\Ir. Mathieson. Mr. 
J ohnst;n. a-nd )Ir. Grn v as con1missioners 
they we;·o entirely free" from political in
fluence, and the Commissioner ought to be 
p}aced in 11 similar position now. I look 
upon our railways ~s one of the greatest 
weaknc·,ses in our finances. Instead of being 
payable, they have been run at a locs during 
the last few ye:ns, and impose a liability 
upon the general taxpayer that should not 
be thrown upon him. Here is what the 
Commissioner says on page 30 of his report-

" 1. Are we getting value for payments 
made by the department to its servants! 
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" ~- A_re v, e gPtliEg Yalue for the 
~en-le(~ n~nc1( ,'e-el to the public? 

·• 3. \Yhrrt C':fit:·ct haYe unionisrn and 
.arbi~ration h~d on the output of the 
staff and tl e ei!ic:enc,r and discipline of 
t Le 'l'Yice ':" 

Is tlH' not a pL:iL hint that th0 men in the 
,; erYice have slowed cl T, _;_l? 

Hon. i:. B. PuR~i~LL: That is the state
n1ent of a rnau \Yho is bias ,e.J against all 
cur principles. 

Hon. \Y. SnPICC>.·,: \Yhy, he is biacsed 
in fayonr of lahcur. 

Ilox. \. G. C. I-L\. WTHORX: What are 
your principles? 

Hon. E. B. PURXELL: Good wages and 
good conditions. 

Hox. A. G. C. HA \YTHOR::'\: Is it one 
of your principles to slow down? 

Hon. :i~. B. P<:R~ELL : It is one of our 
principles to do the best thing we pos,ibly 
can. 

Hox. A. G. C. HAWTHOR::'\: Is that 
done? 

Hon. E'. B. PUR::-< ELL : Yes. 
Hol\. A. G. C. HA 1\'THOR::'\: Don't the 

men set their O\Yll task now': 

Hon. E. B. PURXELL : Our principle is 
fair work for fair money. 

Hox. A. G. C. HA \YTHORX: Don't the 
men set their own task and sav when thev 
have done enough? " " 

Hon. A. ~'1.. DA YEY : Everywhere. 

Hox .. \.. G. C. HA \YTHORN: Apparently 
that is :.o in the Railway Department. 

Hon. \Y. H. DE1IAIXE: \Yhy generalise? 
GiYe smne specific in~tanceP, 

Hon. IY. J. RIORDA:': You never ·did a 
day's h<trd work. 

Hol\. A. G. C. HA V\THORI\: I am told 
that that is the reputation the hon. member 
has in the North. (Hear, hear!) I am told 
that he never ha·· worked; that he will do 
.anything but work; he will organise and 
1nake others \\·ork. 

Hon., IY .. J: ;RronDAX: I may be wrong, 
I ,, .. s Just JUctgmg by your appearance. 

Hol\. A. G. C. HA \YTHORX: I will not 
'a} anything about the hon. member's appear
ance. because I do not like to be personal 
tnough I migLt HY a good deal. ' 

Hon. IY. J. RIORDAX: I don't mind. 

Ho~. A. G. C. HA \YTHORX: I now come 
to the Auditor-Gener.1l's repor-t. I want to 
.. hmi >hat w~ ha;·c e.-ery justification for 
r-~fus1ng to giYe tne GoYernn1cmt this extra 
incon1e tax"" tion. 

Hon. )L A. D.\ YEY : It woul·cl not do them 
:·~lY good. 

Hox. _\.. G. C. :'iA \YTHORX: That i:· the 
difficulty.. It >Youlc! not do any good to give 
an excessrve .ar·ount of ~nonev to the pre•.ent 
Go.-ernment. · 

Hon. P. J. LKU!Y: The more they get 
the more they want to spend. 

T'lH: PRESIDE::'\T: Order! 

Ho:;. A. G. C. HA \\'THORN: On page 42 
of hrs nnnual report the Auditor-General 
Sil:C s. under the heading of " Business under
.takings-Department of Railways"-

" It may be remembered that last 
year I reported adversely on the de-

ccnrr.Ji~ntion sd1tn1e in so far as it 
r.Jared to t:l Dccount--, portion. The 
initi~1tion cf Drnnch C(")Unts Ofiic·'?s at 
Tu\V.'lSYillc and Ro('t:!ulLlp:_on at Yery 
(Onsjd('rable cost had nothing y·f:1tevcr 
to co1nn1ond it. ancl for n1anY reasons "\Ya-> 
rnost u1 (1L~jrablc.'' ~ 

Then. on pug ~3, .t>e goes on under the 
lu__,ading of '' RaihYay Re\ -_nue and Ex
pr~ncliturE'''-

" The largest exce-• ·3 of reYenue over 
expendi ttuc ocrurrod in the vcar ended 
30th Jnnce, 1915, when earnings exceeded 
expcn.cJitnre by £1.430,32-:, but ince then 
a clecidLJ falling avYa:- has taken place. 
the year under l'f?Yiew ending up ·with 
an excess of reyenue ov-er exnendi tu re of 
onlc £535.389. • 

•' Notwiths'anding that the earnings 
of la,t year constitute a record, the re
turn on the capil ,11 im-ested was only 
£2 h. 5d. prer cent., as against £2 11s. 
for 1915-16, £3 16s. 7d. for 1914-15, £3 
12s. 2d. for 1913-14, and £3 8···. 8d. for 
1912-13., 

"Not,Yithstanding that the earnings of last 
year con~citute a record." Then he goes on 
to talk about the different items-

" .... -\.. general stocirtaking Df all stores, 
material, &c .. held by the department 
ha-; recently been completed, the result 
being- that in sc'-eral instanccc consider
able· discrepancies ha.-e been disclosed. 

"Placing the surpluses against the 
shortages. howeyer~ the net results, 'vith 
two exceptions, may be considered as 
fairly satidactory." 

''The {•xceptions referred to ar? in con
nection wit:1 coaL Southern DiYision, and 
the Ips,·.-ich Locomotive \Vorkshops, in 
which cas , thf.' following sub··tantial 
shortages ha vc been disclosed-

Coal £4,408 0 8 
Ips,.·ich LocomotiYe 

Work,hops (net) 1,164 3 5" 

Those "'re detail, that show there is some
thine; wre1ng in the department. On page 
46, he , a~ s-

" Di.-isional storekeepers arc directly 
responsible to the Commissioner, and 
are quite independent of each other, thus 
nece·;sitating the maintenance of three 
f:cJp,-,_rate adnLini.,tratiYe stJ.ffs." 

On pazc 47, peaking of "Star<' Boards," he 
sa·,s-

c " As the department is now largely in-
denting its 0\,"n supplies, and as the pre
vions s: t .rr:• of obtaining stores b, con
tract ha. been practically superseded by 
a SY.-:'3m of competitive quotations, it 
unpears to me that tho time has arrived 
tr> reconcider the necessity for the exist
ence of these boards." 

Then with regard to " Dep .-Ttmental Saw
milt/' be say:;-

" The auditor's report, as furnished to 
me by the chief railway auditor, on the 
Homestead. Purono. and Bootooloo Saw
mill mam1facturing accounts was of a 
very unsatisfactory nature, and disclosed 
a lo·'• of £4.602 12s. 9d., which, allow
ing for sleepers and blocks not credited 
-£1,290 15s. 4cl.-was reduced to a net 
loss of £3.311 17s. 5d. for the period, 
February, 1916, to 30th June, 1917." 

Those are all items that show that there is 

Hon. A. G. G. Hawthorn.] 
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a necessity for a very careful inquiry into 
the department. 

Hon. ·w. J. RIORDA:;: You are complain
ing because the Government are making an 
inquiry, and now you say you want an 
inquiry rr:·ade. 

Hox. A G. C. HA\VTHOR::'-J: I do not 
call what the Government are doing an 
inquiry at all. I want an independent in
quiry by experts who can go into the de
partment and put their fingers on a thing, 
and say, " Here is "\Yhere a loss is being 
incurred "; " Here is where an alteration 
should be rr:ade " ; " There something else 
should be done<' We should have an inquiry 
b:· men who Will be competent to place the 
railways on a sound business footing. The 
small items I have alluded to show that the 
busineF'5 is not being run on comn1ercial 
lines. 

Hon. \V. J. RroRDAX : \Vhy don't you read 
some of the big items? 

Ho:;. A. G. C. HA \YTHOR2'f: I think 
some of them are fairly big. Is not a 
deficit of £735.000 in a vear of record c·arn
ings a fairly big item? • 

Hon. \V. R. CRA:IIPTo:;: Is it not a fact 
that a Liberal Government had a deficit of 
£630,000 with only half the present mileage? 

Hox. A. G. C. HA \YTHOR::-.1: I do not 
think that i• a fact, but, even if It were, 
would that justify this deficit of £735,000? 
C<:>rtainh. such a deficit has not been incurred 
during the last ten or fifteen years. And, 
if it is true that there ever was such a 
deficit, probably it was a drought year. 

Hon. \V. R. CR.OIPTO);: Haven't there been 
a drought and a '' ar si nul the present Go
vernment came into po\vcr? 

Hox. A. G. C. HA \VTHORX: But the 
earnings last year were a record. 

Hon. L. JYicDONALD: At the same time 
the co·t of rr:•aterials has gone up by 100 per 
cent. in ~ome instances. 

Hox. A. G. C. HA WTHORX: 'I'he hon. 
member can put his case afterwards just a~ 
he likes. 

Hon. \V. J. RIORDAN: You are putting 
a lopsided case. 

Ho:;. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: That is 
what the iwn. member is used to doing. 
This is what the Auditor-General says about 
the consolidated revenue fund-

" It will be noted that the revenue 
for the past vear sho>rs an increase of 
~3 per cent. upon the amount it· was ten 
years ago-viz., in 1906-7-but, on the 
other hand, the expenditure for last• year, 
comp'Lred with 1906-7, discloses an in
crease of 108 per cent." 

The expenditure from trust funds was never 
s0 great as it was last year. Last year the 
Go.-ernment spent no less than £2,494,519. 
The trust funds showeci an actual debit on 
30th June, 1917, of £1,776.739. Then thev 
took credit for the temporary advance from 
the Comm·issioner of the Government Savings 
Bank of £1,500,000, and claim to have had a 
cash debit balance at 30th June last of only 
£276,739. Before I saw the Auditor
General's report I wondered why that 
£1,500,000 was placed to the credit of the 
Treasury at all, but the state of the trust 
funds shows why thg Treasurer was so 
anxious to g-et th.at amount. 

Hon. E. \V. H. FoWLES: Yet they are 
keeping it at credit in the Government 
Savings Bank. 

[Hon . .A. G. C. Hawthorn. 

Hox. A. G. C. HA WTHORX: To show 
their method of doing business the Auditor
General says, with refer<:>nce to the pur
chase of station properties, on page 16 of 
his report-

,, \Yith regard to the purchase of sta
tions and other properties, it would 
appear fron:• certain expressions in the 
records relating to these purchases that 
Go.-ernment debentures constitute part 
of the purchase money. I am advised, 
however, by the Crown Solicitor that, in a 
legal sense, debentures under the Go
vcrnmPnt Loan Act of 1914 cannot be 
applied in payment of the purchase 
money of. statio""lS. '' 

They cannot buy stations with debenture,, 
and this is how they did it-

" \Vhat reallv happens is 'the pur
chase money of the stations io provided 
from .. unforeseen expenditure " under 
warrants signe-d hy the G0vernor, but 
not counter-signed. by .1ne,"' I om a"\varc 
that the P01'"er of the Executive in this 
respect is practically unlimited. I am 
informed that it is. in effect, ma•dc' :~ 
condition of the purchase that rome por
tion of the price should be inYe,ted by 
the -;-Jnrchas<?r in Governn1ent {Iebf~ntures 
which are issued under the authority of 
the Government Loan Act of 1914." 

Instead of iHuing debentures to the pur
chaser as part payment of the prom'rty, tbey 
make the purchaser .:;o round to thP office 
and take so much in debenture·· in his own 
name. At page 18 of the report there is this 
statement-

,, ThP follmving statement illuctrates 
t!w marked increase in the loan indcht
ednes'l of the State during the past ten 
vears :-

June, . IndPhtcdnes> at 30th 
1n1 ... £61,303,13& 

30th June, IndPhtcdness at 
1907 ... 41.764.467 

Increase .. £19.538.669' 
representing an increa .e of o.-er 46.8 per 
-cent." 

The debt per hewd· of th0 population is £89.624, 
and we haYe a sinking fund of £258,896, 

payments to which have been sus-
[5.30 p.m.] pended. We have pessed a 

measure giving them authority to· 
suspend those payments. and that should heln 
th<:>m considerablv in making both ends meet. 
If the Government were not able to do with 
an income of £7.880,893 last year, and are 
not able to do with an anticipated revenue 
of £8,749.241 this year, they a1.·e n?t dcserv· 
ing of anv encouragem0nt hy thrs House .. 
The best thing we can do is to sa:;· to them, 
''You are g-oing to get an enormous incon1e 
this voar; "cut ~your coat according to your 
cloth": go and cut clown your Estimates; 
if you g-o on the Estimates you had last ;vear, 
you will have ample money to spend, and to
keep your departments il}, a . state of. effi
ciencv: do that and vou Will wmd up With a 
surplus; increase your expenditure. do not 
keep within your income, ant! yo~ will cer
tainlv ha Ye a deficit; we will give you a 
couple of hundred thousand pounds more, and 
if we do that and allow vou to suspend pay· 
ment to the sinking fund.' and give you addi
tional revenue from stamp duty and succes
sion dutv we sball be doing far hett<>r for 
you than you deserve." Under all the cir
cumstances, I sav it is the dutv of this House 
not to encourage the Government in their 
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taxation proposals ; it is our dnty to:J make 
them live within r,heir income. A; 1 have 
pointed out, there is a tremdrdous leakage 
somewhere in the· Raihvuy Department, 
which is our biggest spending department, 
and which ought to oe our most profitable 
department. \fith all these rasources at their 
<Xlll1Lrand, the Government should be able to 
make ends meet without this extra taxation. 
I shall oppose the Bill, and I propose to 
treat the Income Tax Bill in the same way. 

Ho~. G. S. CURTIS: If a Government 
who are extravagant in their expenditure 
are encouraged to have recours<' to the in
come tax wllcJF ver they rret into difficulties 
ther·~ will neve!· be anything in the shap~ 
of economy. 'l-ha t has been found out in 
~he old country. The income t<tx was flrst 
Imposed as an emergency tax to nise fund1. 
to ca:ry on. a war, and was limited in its 
<luratwn. It was only intended to be tem
porar .• , but in many cast:s it was found a 
most convenient, nwuns of raising revenue, 
and several Governments had recourse to it 
from time to time. JYir. Gladstone, who was 
one of the .t:Sreate~t econon1ist :-, and financiers 
the mother country has ever produced, 
always strongly condemned it. He said--

" If you had only direct to.xe,, vou 
-would l1ave economical govern:rnent... I 
am deeply convinced that facilitv of 
recurring to and n1aintaining incorn8 tax 
has been a main fOurce of the extrava
gance in government.)' 

Mr. Waiter Bagehot, in his letter to ::\fr. 
Gladstone, made use of the following ex
pression:-

,,Indirect taxation so. cramps trade, 
and J~caYy du·ect ta~atwn i1npuirs 
mowJrty that <L large expenditure be
con1cs a great eviL" 

The Labour party, in its superior wisdom 
seems to thmk that taxation in itself is ~ 
good thing, <>specially when imposed unon 
proper:ty .. Onr expP._ricncc in Queensland ·has 
0oe~ lumted . to . d1rect taxation, the only 
mduect taxahon rmposcd upan the people of 
thrs ~tate bemg that imposed by the F0deral 
~arhament, and the rovcnue from that taxa
iron goes .to the. C~mmonwealth, except a 
small portwn whrch rs returned to the State 
on a p~r cv"pit<t b~sis. Ono great objection 
to the mcome tax 1'< that in many cases Go
vernmenb have recout•,e to that source of 
~evenu<;> wher:>ever they find they are getting 
Into difficultws, and under such a svstem 
there can be no such thing as econo;nical 
government. Here <L few people have to 
pa;- the whole cost of government. for the 
whole P!!ople. .The necessity for this 
measure, rf there rs auy 1wcessity for it, has 
been caused bv the extray:lg~nce of the 
Government. They have not been econmni
cal. The fact is tha.t no Labour Government 
can po<sibly withsbnd the pre,sure that is 
brought to bear upon them by th<>ir multi
tudinons follow-ers outside, most of -whom are 
wage-earners who .clamour for lncrpased ex
penditure in the sF.ape of increast>d wao-e, 
and a reduction in t.he hours of labour. oit 
is .-ery well known that thE' besetting evil 
and vice of <lemocracv at all times has been 
the spending of mone:;· lavishly without due 
regard to theiJ· responsibility. Mr·. Gladstone 
pointed out on one occasion that tha.t is the 
tendency of democracy. and we find that the 
evil has been manifest in an a.ugravated form 
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in the <tdministTation of L::tbour Governments. 
'Ihu tax which this measure seeks t.o impose 
is a graduated tax, increasing as the value of 
the property inuea,es. I ha n> grave doubts 
as to whctheT that is an equitable thins, 
though I know it is claimed that it is m 
accordance with tho principle of equ<t!ity of 
sacrifice. But I mbmit that to tax the larger 
incomPs at a higher percentage than the 
smaller incomes is to lay a tax on industry 
and economy, to impose a penalt;' on lJeople 
for having worked harder and ooved more 
than their neig.hbours. It is partial taxation, 
and is a mild form of robbery. Just and 
wise legislation would scrupulously abstain 
from putting obstacles in the way of the 
aequisition o[ even the largest fortune by 
honest exertion. If this Government remain 
in powur and continue to spend money 
l<tvishly as thev have done in the past, and 
are allowed when they haYe a deficiency 
in their revenue to impose further taxation 
on a small number o£ peor,le in the com
munity, the properties of those people will 
eventually become confisrated, as the value 
will be taxed out of them. In tnis way, the 
Government will nationalise them by a pro
ce;s of confiscation bv tax<Jtion. Hon. mem
bers opposite admit that that is part of the 
policy of !heir party-the confiscation of 
property by tnf ~ns of taxation. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: Confiscation withvut 
cmnpensation; too. 

HoN. G. S. CURTIS: There is certainly 
no compensation where they take the valne 
out of property by taxation. If they were 
honest nationalisationists, they would take 
the propertif,; over and pay the owners for 
them, but the polio;;· of this Government is 
to nationalise property by means of taxa
tion. If this measure is pao>sed the Govern
ment will attain two objects-revenue to 
meet the deficit caused by their extravagance, 
and a step forward towards their objective, 
the confiscation of private property by taxa
tion. (Hc::tr, hear!) It is all very well for 
the hon. member to say, " Heo,\r, hear !" but, 
if that were the position of this country, it 
would be lamentable; and it would be dis-
-~trnus to e\-e 'YVJO !:1 it. Sir Henry f·I:1ine. 

in his gre'lt viork "Popular Gove'rnment," 
speaking about the United States of America, 
, aid that the wonderful success of that 
country rc''<ulted from the sacredness of 
contract--

Ran. W. J. RroRDAN: Cheap labour. 

HoN. G. S. CURTIS: No. The United 
States of America owe their success to the 
sacred observance of contracts and the rights 
of private property. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: There is no political 
Labour party there. 

HoN. G. S. CURTIS: There is a Labour 
party there, but they have a different sy.•tem 
of government to ours. If we had had in 
Australia the same system of government 
that thev have in the United States at the 
present 'time then the Labour party would 
never have been able to exercise so much 
power in this country as they have done. 
However, that is outside the scope of the 
Bill, although it is a very interesting sub
ject. I venture to say that when Australia 
federated if she had adopted the United 
States presidential system instea<l of the 
British, Cabinet system the Labour part.y 

Hon. G. 8. Curtis.] 
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would never have been able to exercise the 
control which they have done in Australia. 

Hon. W. H. DE2>1AiliE : Look at the taxation 
they are suffering from in America at the 
pre'er>t time. 

HoN. G. S. CURTIS: It is easy to find. 
fault with any Government, but to quote 
a vulgar saying, " The proof of the pudding 
is in the eating." Look at the position of 
the United States to-day. How glad we 
are to have her assistance in this great war, 
and we hope to be materially aided by her 
in securing a victory over Germany and the 
Central Powers. If the United States had 
been a socialistic State, and the rights of 
private property had not been exercised as 
they are there, and the sacredness of con
tract had not been observed as it is there, 
she would not have been in the splendid 
position she is to,day. I could quote the 
words used may years ago in Sydney by that 
great Australian statesman William Charles 
W entworth, the drafter of the Constitution 
conferred on New South Wales and which 
led up to the separation of Queensland from 
New South Wales. He said, "The rights of 
property are the rights of industry." 

Hon. R. CRA~!PTON : ... 4..nother stone age 
economist. 

Ho;,.;. G. S. CURTIS: It cannot be denied 
that the whole fabric of society and civilisa
tion depends from the very foundation on the 
security of private property. What is wanted 
is a system of finance based upon a founda
tion arrived at by expert experience and 
knowledge, but we have not got it· in this 
Government. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: We have not got it in 
Parliament. (Laughter.) 

HoN. G. S. CURTIS: We know that out
side of Parliament we have just as great men 
in Australia as there were in the earlier days. 
William Charles W entworth was a great 
figure in Australia in the early days, and we 
all know that they had intellectual giants in 
New South Wales in those days. We have 
just as great men to-day, but, unfortunately, 
they cannot get into Parliament. If they 
did perhaps Parliament would be able to 
show a better record. 

Hon. \V. R. CRA:IIPTON : Quote some more 
of those stone age economists. 

HoN. G. S. CURTIS: The Government 
should find some more equitable basis of 
taxation. I do not want to repeat myself, 
but I could show that the whole burden of 
taxation is being thrown on to a few persons. 
The Government should find some more 
equitable method of distributing the burdens. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: But that would not be 
confiscation. 

HoN. G. S. CURTIS: No, it would not. 
I agree with my friend that it would not 
be in harmony with the Government's prin
ciple of confiscation. Such a proposal as 
this should not emanate from the Govern
ment which has received the largest revenue 
that any Treasurer has ever received in 
Queensland. The Hon. Mr. Hawthorn re
ferred to the railways, and when I was 
speaking on the Address in Reply in the 
early part of the session I spoke strongly 
in favour of an independent Royal Commis
sion being appointed to investigate the rail
way system in Queensland. I have had it in 
my mind for many years because I thought 
such a commission was necessary. I have 
often wondered why an independent railway 
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cnmmi,,ion has not bf'?n appointed befc.re. 
There is a large amount of slacknesa and 
W.lnt of discipline noticed in the Queens
land railways. You can see it everywhere 
as you travel about. That sort of thing was 
commented upon recently in an article in 
one of the 11elbourne papers. 'They had a 
Royal Commission to inquire into the rail
w.lys in Victoria, and I pointed out at the 
time that if it were necessary to have one 
in a small State like Victoria how much 
more necessary was it to have a Royal Com
mission to inquire into the railway system 
in Queensland. There seems to be some 
difficulty in getting the efficiency we have 
a right to expect from our railways. The 
Commissioner in his report asked a number 
of questions, which shows that he has grave 
doubt' in his mind as to the success of the 
present system, and whether Queensland is 
getting value for the money spent on the 
railways. I feel that a great mistake is 
being made and it will impair the efficiency 
of the railways in Queensland if we allow 
the control to be taken out of the hands 
of the Commissioner and his assistant com
missioners and put into the hands of an 
arbitration tribunal presided over by a judge. 
I am certain that if the financial control of 
the railwavs had been left in the hands of 
the Comrri:issioner for Railways, and the 
plaint for increase of wages had been dealt 
with by him and his assistant commissioners, 
then there would have been nothing like the 
amount of wages granted that were allowed 
bv the arbitration award. That award pro
vided for .an increase of .£500,000 for the 
railway servants alone. The men may be 
entitled to an increase in wages, but not at 
the present time while the war is going on. 
I think the railwav men ought to have been 
reasonable, and they should have agreed 
to wait until the war was over before pressing 
their claims for an increase. The fact re
mains that the tremendous increase in the 
award is reallv the cause of this proposal 
being introduc~d to-day. The landowners 
of Queendand and the payers of income tax 
are called upon practically to pay that extra 
.£450,000 to the railway servants. That is 
practically what it amounts to. 

Hon. W. H. DEMAIXE: So they should. 

Ho;,.;. G. S. CURTIS: You may say so, 
but I do not. 

Hon. W. H. DEMAINE: I only wi'h that I 
had to pay a tax on .£10,000 a year. 

HoN. -G. S. CURTIS: I oppose these in
come tax proposals, and I think they should 
b8 rejected for three reasons-first, because 
of the extravagance of the Government; 
secondlv, because they are grossly unfair 
to the ·persons who will be called upon to 
pay the tax; and thirdly, if there is any 
margin of taxation it should be preserved 
for the Federal Parliament for war expen
diture. 

Hox. E. W. H. FOIVLES: I rise for the 
purpose of affording just a few additional 
facts with regard to the income tax rather 
than for the purpose of introducing any con
tentious matter. On a comparison of the 
income taxes in the various States at the 
present time, I find that in ::\ew South Wales 
the maximum is 1s. Sd. in the £1. It 
started in 1912 with 1s., and went up 2d. in 
1914 3d. in 1915. and 3d. in 1916, and now 
it stands at ls. Sd. In South Australia the 
maximum is ls. Hd. ; in Victoria it is 7d. 
on :>ersonal exertion, and on property ls. ; 
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,n Ta,mania it is h. 3d. : and the Federal 
,<roes as high as 65. 3d. Queensland, on per
~onal alone goes up to 2s. 5d., so that if we 
pass this Bill the income ta;c in Queensland 
wil! be easil:v he a vier than the income tax 
in anv other' Australian State. and will be 
rapid(> approc-ching the Federal limit. I 
'have the latest returns available in connec
·tion with the income tax from all the States, 
and I find that for the financial year ending 
1915 the amount of income tax received in 
New South Wales was £1,600.000; in Vic
·toria, £506.000: South Australia, £236,000; 
vVestcrn Australia, £174.0000: Tasmania, 
£157.000: and Queemt!and, which is by no 
means second in population, actually comes 
second in th~e total income tax raised in that 
vear. It raised no less than £517.000 . 
• The SECRETARY FOR l\frxES: That is why 
food is eo much clearer in the other States. 

Hm;. E. W. H. FOWLES: I will deal with 
·that straight away. According to the latest 
-official figures of the Commonwealth Statis
tician. the increase in cost of living during 

·the war-I include fortv-six commodities in 
'this-up to the end of 'October last, was as 
follows:-

" \Vestern Australia 10.7 per cent. 
South Australia 14.7 per cent. 
Yictoria 28 per cent. 
Tasmania 33.3 per cent. 
New South Wales 37.2 per cent. 
Queensland 38.6 per cent." 

'I quote from the " Daily Standard" of this 
afternoon. (Laughter.} 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: That does not 
prove anything. (Renewed laughter.) 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: The " Standard" says 
it does. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : You are only 
-quoting the percentage increase. 

Hox. E. W. H. FO\YLES: The percentage 
1ncrease during the whole of the term of the 
··cheap food Government. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: Did the " Standard" 
,,ay it was owing to the State Government? 

Hox. E. W. H. FOWLES: As this was 
Tather a hard knock, it did not give any 
r<>asons. The increase in cost of living in 
Queensland is 38.6 per cent., or nearly 
four times the increase in \Ye,tern Australia. 
Do the Government consider that this policy 
-of increased taxation will draw persons from 
0ther States to Queensland? \Ve must con
sider a point like that. If the income taxa
tion in Queensland is to be practically twice 
·or three timeo the amount of the income tax 
in any of the otheT States of Australi~, is 
that goiNr, to be a good advertisement for 
QuPensland? 

The SECRETARY FOR MIXES : There is noth
ing in that argument, because the policy of 
this Gon·rnnwnt is direct taxation. and the 
polio,· of other Governments is indirect 
taxation. 

Hox. E. W. H. FOWLES: Do the Go
vernment expect, if they make Queensland 
the most hoavilv taxed State in the whole of 
the C'ommonwe~!th, and it will be if we pass 
thi•.· Bili--

Hon. \Y. STEPHENS : And the dearest food 
place, too. 

Hox. E. \V. H. FOWLES: And the 
deare>t food State-it is the dearest to live 
in -and the dearest to die in on account of the 
succession duties, so one reallv does not know 
what to do. This is a policy that throttles 
production and discourages thrift, and drives 

away people from Queensland. I would not 
like to see a label put up on Queensland as 
the place where food is dearest and where the 
taxation is heaviest. I would not like to 
have pictures like that going round the 
world; and it is a fact. 

Hon. l'J. B. Pl:RXELL: We will disprove 
that by and by. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLF:S: This sort of 
leech proposals by the Govern!llent bleed 
white the very sources of enterprise. When this 
Government came into power the maximum 
income tax was 8d. 'l'hev increased this to 
1s. 6d., and now it is 2s. ·5d .. and the-.- pro
pose a further increase. That is, during 
the term of office of this Government, the 
income tax on personal exertion has gone up 
from Sd. to 2s. 5d. ; nearly 300 per cent. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIXES: Give us the 
exemption under this Bill? 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES : I do not know 
everything. I tliink the exemption is £150, 
but I am not sur<'. It is a very difficult Bill 
to deal with for two reasons. The clauses 
are contradictory, and they oug-ht to be 
printed with the original Act so that we can 
see exactly what is meant. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: There is a 
£3,000 exemption. I wish it would hit me. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: The limit of 
the tax on property was 9d. in the £1 when 
the income tax was first introduced. It has 
crept up by two stages until the limit now 
it not 9d. but 72d. in the £1. That is the 
limit brought in by this Governmen~. It 
has shot up since 1902 from 9d. to 6s. m the 
£1. 

The' SECRETARY FOR );fiXES : V\i'hiJe men are 
giving their lives for the country no man 
ought to be allowed to make more than 
£3,000 a year. I wish I were enjoying that 
salary. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: Mr. Fisher 
said £600. If the hon. gentleman's income 
were £10,000 he w·ould probably have the 
same three meals a dav, and have the same 
comfortable clothes, and would probably 
walk for exercise and would not change his 
habits at all. A man cannot eat money. 
Midas tried that and found it wonld not 
digest. A man will live on anything from 
£100 to £1,000 a year. He will live on that 
ordinarily. Many men keep a healthy, happy 
familv on less than £150 a vcar and save on 
it. T.he wealthy man's marg'in is spent on in
vestment, in production, and in giving em
ployment. yery of~en more. tha!" _four-fifths 
of a man's rncome rs spent In grv1ng \.vages 
to others. He cannot bury the marg-in of 
his income in a hole in the vard. It has to 
:be invested, and he loses· it very often. 
I have had the pleasure of losing a little. 

Hon. F. T. BRENTNALL: Do not call it a 
pleasure. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: Well, it is a 
discipline; it i· a means of grace. I have 
tried to put the searchlight of common
sense on this howl of indignation against 
wealth. Will the Minister ask really 
•· hat wealth is? Riches i' what a man 
is. not what he has. There is noth
ing wonderfc:l ~n having money. Y?lh 
cannot take It m your hand and eat It. 
although. no doubt, it may give you a tempo
rary feeling of exhilaration if you know your 
overdraft is paid off for a day or t_wo. As 
a matter of fact, all a man can do IS to eat 

Hon. E. W. H. F,,Cl!les.] 
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a little and b~ clothed a little, so that really 
the howl agamst wealth is exploded. There 
IS nothing in it. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY : Some of those men do 
not fare as well as the working man. They 
do not get the Dickson award rations. 

Ho~. E. W. H. FOWLES: As a matter of 
fad, if you take the Edisons, if you take 
the Ro.ckefellers, if you take the Carnegies, 
you Will probably find that they live on a 
very simple fare indeed. and thev walk for 
the sake of exercise. They ;,-ork probably 
as hard as any man sitting on the Govern
ment benches in this Council. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIXES : They do not 
have to wear patches on their trousers, any
how. 

Ho~. E. W. H. FO\VLES : Some million
aires I have known to wear trousers on their 
patches-as a matter of fact, they have ::;-ot 
more patches than trousen. Anyhow, clothes 
are not the mnn. All that the Treasurer 

hopes to get from this Bill 
[7.30 p.m.] i, £180,000. If yon look badr 

you will find that the actual re
turn from the income tax last year was 
greater than anticipation by no 'less than 
£56,291, and with the increase of prosperity 
and the good seasons, I should not wonder 
but "·hat the income tax this year will exceed 
tlw estimate by almost the amount of this 
tax. It may be found that there is no real 
need for this at all. The onl:c reason given 
bv the Treasure1· in asking for this addi
ti'onal taxation was that he might square 
the ledger. 

Hon G. PAGE-H.\XII'Y: Im't that a. good 
rea,,Jn? 

Hox. E. W. H. FO\YLES: I do not think 
so. \Yhv should the money be spent, in the 
first pia·c~ ·: And, if the money ha· heen 
rPcklesslv >pent and we impo·\e further t;,xa
tion in Ord£-r to squ:uc tho ledger, is not that 
an open inYitution to continued recklcf>;;;ups;; 
in sp0nding? \Yould it not be much bettN 
to sav, "Xo. I havo spent that money red~~ 
leeslv' · I had better ·horkn sail." An hon. 
llH"liber a.skcci in what directions the Go· 
vcrmnent can shorten sail. I certainly would 
not shorten sail on the education voto; nor 
>vould I shorten cail on anv bonus on 11e\elop
n1cnt. nor on any prorlu'Ction, nor on self
paving railways. I have r0ad throubh the 
reports on the last two railways that have 
been rceommended bv the Public \Vorks Com
mission, and that have not come before us
h·o ·hart lines of 9 and 16~ miles m sugaT 
dictricts that conic! bf' fini~hed before next 
crushing season, and that would return 5! and 
3~ per cent. rEspectively. The novt:'rnlnent 
do not submit those lines for our consitlcra
tion, but they , ubmit a proposal for a line 
that would not pav more than one-half P"" 
cent. On a proposal like that I cert,inly 
would go slow. If the GovE'rnment want to 
find wherE' they can save money, snr··ly thoy 
might save some on State public-houSE'S. 

Hon. E. B. PL'RXELL: The old gag. 

Ilo.'i. E. \Y. H. FOWLES: I do not want 
the people of Queensland, even if they ever 
could. to forget that big mistake ma.de by 
the pr('sent GovernP1ent. I do not think 
thev ehould be allowed to forget that the 
Go\·ernnwnt spent £32,000, or whatever the 
amount was. on stuff that will destroy the 
wnrkN.r, bodv and soul. I cannot under
.stand any GoYernment being proud of that, 
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ar:d plltting "T . • T. Ryan a·nd Co., Licensea· 
V ICtua.llers," over the top of Queensland. 

The SECRETARY FOR ;\1I:XES : \Yho arf~ the
" Co.''? 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHOR~: You are one of 
them. 

Box. E. W. H. FOWLES: I had an excel
lent reception in ::'< orth Queensland, A.nd, if 
the GoYernment would take a referendum in 
Xorth Queensland to-morrow on 6 o'clock 
closing-I was going to say they would ,.et a. 
surprise, _but they would not get a surprise, 
because thev know exact!" how the vote 
would go. · • 

The SECRETARY FOR ::\liXES : If vou were in 
Cloncurrcc '\ ith a temperature of 120 in the 
shade, you would want a long shandy, too. 

Hon. A. A. DA VEY: After 6 o'clock it gets 
cool there. 

Box. E. \Y. H. FOWLES: The Gm·ern
ment should certainly shorten sail on their 
wild deals. and on their uncertain spe~u
lations; upon impossible railways; upon 'such 
things as joinery works-£35,000 spent, and 
dead money at the pre,pnt time. If the 
Go,-ernment look round they could also find' 
directions in which theY could shorten sail 
in the public service. Although it is a most 
unpopular thing to say, and although anv 
man in the A•oomblv would probablv lose 
votf·'- if he said it. ye't at the present time I 
woul<l trust thE' common «ense of Queensland 
and ca.y that there are in the public service 
to-dav men who are sweated and there are 
also In en "ho find time hanging heavv on 
their hands. ' 

Hon. G. P.\GE-HAXIFY: \Vhat would you 
do with them? 

Ho~. E. W. H. FOWLES: I w0uld re
arrange things. I would not do the J cast 
injustice; I would not take the bread from 
a.nyonc's mouth; but eYen a politician would' 
find that, if he did the consnicuomly just 
thing, <'YPn if he trod tempor;uily upon some
one\; corns, the pr'-'>ple would say that the 
richt thing had be0n don!'. The public ser
vice nPcds reorganisation to prevent o,~E'r
lapping. A.. an illuotration of this. >vhv 
should we haYo a Federal Ineome Tax Office 
and a StaJe Income Tax Office? \Vould anv 
S<'nsible busincs" man allow his departments 
to oYer lap like that ? 

Hon. E. B. PURXELL: Whose fault is tha.t? 

Hox. E. W. H. FO\YLES: I am not 
blaming anyone. The Government may have
the busines~ acumen, a.nd, if they were just 
strong enough t•1 stand a little bit of unpopu
larity instead of trimming their ,,qils to every 
breeze, they \vould say. "\Ye must econo
Inise." 1\fr. Bowser ·wa<- strong enough to 
adYocato economv in Victoria. and he is 
Premier to·dav. 'He touched the conscience 
of the people, 'and thev 'lid it wa.s the right 
thing to do. • 

The SE, RETARY FOR :\fiXES : If the people 
were s':rong enough, we would have unifica
tion. 
Ho~. E. \Y. H. FOWLES: The man who 

has the .:;onrare to come forward and advo
cate a policy of economy and production 
will be Premier in Queensland in the next 
Parliament. The people are waiting for that 
man at the present time. 

Hon. G. PAGE-HA!\IFY: \Ve know who wilf 
be Premier in the next Parliament. 

Ho~. E. \V. H. FOWLES: Xo one knows. 
that. He will not have a bed of roses, 



Income Tax Act [29 NoVEMBER.] Amendment Bill. 3413 

whoever he mry be. He will ha,·e a iot of 
<Clearing up to dp after this Government. 
There' is a retrospective clause in the Bill 
that I do not think should pass, if the Bill 
ever gets into Committee. One clan'"" cuts 
out the kgal right of PE>ople who at the 
present time han' cases pending before the 
courts. which is obviouslv unfair. There is 
also the qucstion of taxing the savings of the 
>vo:·kers who have put lw a little for tlwm
selvos in the form of life policies. If there 
is anything v{e n1ay adn1ire in e. n1an. it is 
tha.t he is able to look bevond his nose and 
take out a life polic.·.. Anyone who has had 
much to do with estah·s is ahvav' glad when 
he fimls that a father or a mother has :ooked 
far c·.ough ahead to take out a life poiicy. 
This Bill hits at what it calls "assurance or 
insur[lnc<~ companies." I 1nention One case 
-mutual companies-no profiteers at all-just 
mutual companies. The Government ny in 
this Bill, "Thcso co1npanies ha ..... ¥c a big 
ros<'rn•. Let lB lay our burglarious hands 
upcm it at once." The shareholders in one 
of those co·nranies probably pav an average 
prc1niuln of £6 p0r annun1 on~ a. poEcy of 
about £200. 

The SEr'RETAHY FOR J\Ir:-:E3: The premiums 
will not be raised. 

Hon. P .. J. LE.\HY: But the policy-holders 
\Yill sufl\'r in their bonu:~es. 

Hox. E. W. H. FO\YLES: That is a tax 
upon thrift. I clo not think the Go,·ernment 
nwnnt that. 

Hon. P. J. LE.\HY: They mean it, all right. 

Hox. E. W. H. FOWLES: I hope they do 
not; but it is in the Bill. and it is one 
-yery great blemish on the Bill. The Gm-ern· 
ment take an enforced loan of £5,000 from 
I do not knov:· how manv insurance com
panies, and I note that their example is being 
followed in \Vestnn Australia. where the 
·-finances are in a very bad condition, and the 
Treasurer propose3 to license insurance com
panies to the extent of £5,000 each. 

The SECRETARY FOR }1IXES: Quite right, 
too. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: The Labour fellows 
got them into that mess. 

Hox. E. W. H. FOWLES: I beg to move 
the ornisison of the word "now," and the 
insertion at the end of the motion of the 
words "This day six ,months," for the 
-.following reasons :-

" 1. In February last the Legielative 
Council passe.d the following motion:-

' That in view of the heavv Federal 
taxation nece'"·Sar;.~ for war~ purposes 
and of the necessity of economising 
where po·"sible, this House is of 
opinion that the Government of this 
State should reduce expenditure 
during the balance of the current year 
so as to keep within their income with
out makimt am: attempt at further 
inopportune and· burdensome taxation.' 
" 2. The GoYernment ignored the 

·abon• resolution. 1vith the result that 
there was a deficit for the year ending 
30th ,June last. 

"3. The proposed tax imposes an un
fair penalty on tl\.rift. indirectly taxing 
the small savings of .a large number of 
\Vorkers, in purely n1ntual cornpanif':., 
who are endeaYouring to proYide for 
those dependent on them. 

" 4. The present Go,-ernment receh·cd 
in 1916-17 a rev0m>e of £7,880.893, being 
£678.235 more than was received in 

1914-15, .and being £681.494 more than 
the expenditun) found necessary in the 
latter year, and \vith an in1proved ad
ministration there should be found better 
means of balancing tho public ledger 
than by in1posing any unnece;;sary bur
dens on the people. 

" 5. The present Government. in the 
twelve months ended 30th .June last. 
changed a surplus of £34,791 into a 
deficit of £253,493, and the propo·"ed tax 
only offers furth<>r opportunity for un
wise spec:ulation and serious loss to the 
public Treasury. 

"6. This Hom'' commends to the 
earnest attention of the present Govern
ment a polie~~ of judicious economy 
rather than extrayagance, so that the 
finances of the State could be r0scued 
fron1 their present unJound po~.ition, 
and payments into the sinking fund need 
not be suspended. 

"7. Except for cogent and urgent 
reasons. this House does not fayour re
trO·-pj>rtiYe taxation, nor does it consider 
that ]a\Yful rights, in casE"· now !Wndim; 
before the courts, should be arbitrarily 
destron•d bv the Bill. 

"8. ·The Federal Government. in order 
to raise rey,'_:>nue for paying inlt're~t on 
war loans. prO\·iding for the repatriation 
of rr·turned soldiers. and several itcn1s 
of expenditure which must be paid out 
of revenue, w-ill find it neces~ary to levy 
further taxation, and if the present 
heavv taxation in Queensland is in· 
creased bv the State Government there 
will not be a sufficient taxable reserve 
for war purposes. 

"9. The welfare of the citizens of 
Queensland (combin0d with motives of 
the highect patriotis.m) renders it obliga· 
tory on the Council to reject this Bill. 
and thus leave for thB Federal Gowrn
ment some taxable ruen·e upor; which 
Federal taxation for 1var purpose, may 
be levied. 

"10. 'l'his Honse is of opinion that a 
Government whose destructive policy 
has been so recently defeated by the 
Council referendum should not, under 
the shadow of a general election, disturb 
the communitv by introducing oppre•oive 
schmnes of ullnc~re:s.arv taxation." 

Question-That the word. "now," )WOQOsed 
to be omitted. stand part of the question
put -and negatived 

Hox. G. PAGE-H},::'-;TFY: It seems to me 
that this method of tacking a vote of wctnt 
of confidence in the Gover'1111<:'11t on to a 
motion of this sort bv a bill of rea•ons
and w<e h<>d a similar ·bill of r<'asons tacked 
on to the motion for the second reading of 
the Bill which has just been dealt wi_th-is 
done for electioneering purpos"s. and rs. not 
quite .fair, seeing that n1?n1bers are no.t gn~en 
.an opportunitv of intelhgently cl2batmg the 
reasons, as they have be~n read only on~e 
and are not in our handc. Bnt I am satis
fied that the'·e two bills of re<>sons will afford 
the most valuaHe lwln dm·ing· the recess to 
anvone "ho hold-. the vie,;c tJ,at I and 
others hold-that this Chamber is an nnneces· 
sarv lJart o£ our c :)n'ltitutiona1 a1·r.ang·ements.. 
Thev' will help m """·~- materially in laying 
thatc view before the electors, eo tl1at for 
that re<>son I odo not at all reg--·et th ,t hon. 
gentlemen have placed this material in our 
hands, bec-ause I <lLl quite hopdul ihat what 
has happened all through in this Chamber, 

Hon. G. Page-Hamfy.] 
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when it is represented to the people in a 
quiet, intelligent sort of wav, will show them 
that they 1m7de a mistake \\·hen the question 
of th" abolition o£ the Legislative Council 
was submitted to them; and I do not think 
the.\' will repeat that mi·,J.ake. Another 
aspect of ihe question that seems quite 
illogical ;, that when we ha\'C in one Cham
ber .1 party returned by the electors to 
govern the country. and they lay do·,vn a 
plan for financing the State after cm·efully 
consid(•ring e.vcrvthing-, at tb.e last rr10ment 
when the Bills u(•c<"sa,·y tc provide the funds 
to ('arry out the Go\~?rnment proposals .are 
laid before this House, they are treated in 
the most casual sort of way and are thrown 
out IYithout any cons.hleration .as to ·what 
shall be done to' carry out the measures this 
Council has passed. 

Hon. E. \V. H. FowLES : This measure i.• 
to fill up the gup. 

Ho;;. G. PAGE-HA::'\IFY: It is a part of 
the taxation which the other House has said 
is nec£'s,,arv to enablt the Governn1ent to 
square t.hc" ledger, ap, the hon. gentle1nan 
termed it. The GovPrmncnt !1rou,ht down 
Estimates of theie anticipated expenditure 
and anticipo tee! income, and they propose 
that the difference between those two should 
be pr'"·ided bv the measures which have 
been sent along. to this House. If that is eo, 
vve shall scriouslv E"nbarrass the achninistra
tion of the country b~· throwing out these 
measurc·s with su<'h scant consideration. How
ever. hon. members opposite· .ar<' in the 
fortunate position d heing: responsible only 
to themselves and not being re>sponsiblc to 
the electors: except so f.ar as they can help 
their friends in tlw other Chamber, they do 
not care about t·he e1ectof3. But I am of 
-opinion that they are not ~oino- to ':lelp 
their friends in the other Cha.mber when 
the election comes bv their action in <Connec
tion with these measures. It is a pity that 
the whole of the members of the Government 
could not have been here to listen to the 
homil,- given by our friend the Hon. }fr. 
Ha1\·thorn. It is ,, ho a pity that the rail
way servants and the other public servants 
oould not han· been in the Chumber to have 
heard what we heard to-cla~· as to how hon. 
members opposite would deal with the. exist
ing situation. Talk about class taxation! 
E,·idently their idea of squaring the ledo-er 
doe' not rise Yery much above the idea" of 
placim: the whole of t[w taxation-not unon 
the shoulders of those who are hest ab!~ to 
brar it, as the Government propos<', but on 
the shoulders of the salarY-earners w the 
public senier•. That is .,;hat the Liberal 
Government have done for many years past. 
The Hon. }lr. Hawthorn indicated exactlv 
the rule of thumb method bv which the 
country has heen governed, or urnisgoverned. 
for so 111any years. He said-

" I an1 Rpeaking as a pa,"t TrH,surer, 
and I wo11ld g·uarantee that in two hour.·'· 
1vith two m- tluee Und,Jr Secretaries and 
th0 Commissioner for Railwavs, and a 
blue pencil. to en' dcwn the 'Estimates 
.::o .as to H1YC the nccE-,Jsity for taxation." 

That is ~.hat past Libcra! Goyernnwnh have 
done. \Yhen trouble came v.long th<e:V placed 
fue whole hnrdrn on t.he public servants of 
the Stat<'. That is class taxation in its worst 
form. It is to the credit of· this Govern
ment that thev have gT<lllh'd £450,000 in 
incrf'u~es to th~ raihva~ scrTants under an 
Arb:tration Court award, and that they pro
pnse to make this up by extra. taxation. Will 

[Hon. G. Paqe-Hanify. 

hon. gcntlcnH'n opposite sug;ge"t that thoso 
men are receiving H1ore tihan a living wage7 

and that they should be ,·educod? They 
practically admit l'~at that would not he a. 
legithnate thing to do in ordinary tin1es, 
but because it is war time, when people LaYe 
to pay so much more for everything they 
consume, they seem to think that those men 
are not entitled to the increases that have 
been granted to the'11. I3ut how inconsistL•nt 
thev are. Thev turn round and sav t.hat 
bec;,use it is ,\;ar time the m<'n with big
incomes \vhom thi3 Bill proposes to tax 
should not be taxed. 

Hon. G. S. Ct:RTJ~: There are vety few 
persons receiving big inco1nes at the ~~re£ent 
time. 

Ho:><. G. PAGE-HAXIFY: Then this 
measurE' \vill not hit them, because the in
creased taxation starts -with incomes of £3,C00' 
per annum-not the gross incomes, hut the 
Het income-und if it is not a fair thing to 
tax a man with £3.000 a year when the 
nece~::;~+;:_v arises, rather than La man 'vho is 
bare]~,~ getting a living '.vage~ I do not- kno'v 
'Xhat is fair. \Ye have heard a poll tax 
suggested in this Charnbcr; that is to &ay, 
that cyery man in the community. even 
though he ma~· be on thE' border line of 
hcing able to support hims<'lf and his family, 
should hP forced to pa:.· this taxation. 

An HoxouRABLE ME}IBER: Some taxation. 
Hm;. G. PAGE-HA~IFY: Well. some 

taxation. I am convinced that there is not 
a man or 'vo1nan in the communitv \\."ho does 
not pa~· {L rer~onable amount of taxation to 
both the State and Federal Gon•rnments. 
\Ye know ;wrfccth- well that we cannot 

f: ,C'apP t~txntion. If a man ha~ no 
[8 p.m.] land lw dces not pay land tax, 

and if he has no incorrw h<' does 
not ray the income tax: hut will ·uny'?ne 
argu<' that a. man can live without paymg 
tax·Jtion? \Ve pay taxation in every sh::tpe 
and form, direct!~- and indirectly. It seems 
to 1110 an abomina},]e thing that in u. Cham
ber like this. which consish of men who are 
in <?8'-'V rirrumstanC'Ps, 1nembers should ahvays 
stand· so solidb- fer the rights of property 
and nevec think a. bit about~ the rights of 
hnmanitv. '!.'hat is all wrong. The Hon. 
Mr. Cur'tis is the champiop. for the rights of 
propert~·, and oth€r hon. gentlE>men are 
vigilant in looking after the intere~ts of 
property. Property and vested interests are 
thought of a. great. deal morE' than the 
interests of men and. women in the com
munitv. 

Hon. E. \Y. H. FowLES: Ridiculous. 
Ho;;. G. PAGE-HAXIFY: The hon. 

member mav think it ridiculons, hut I do 
not think so. 

Thoo PRESIDE?'\T: Order ! 
Ho". G. PAGE-HANIFY: I do not think 

that the• people generally will think it 
ridiculou~. It is to thA honour of the Go
vernment that when they thought it was 
neccseary to put on taxation they brou_ght 
in a Bill to imnose furth0r taxatiOn. 
A GoYernm<'nt does not put on taxation 
just for the low of doing_ so. I heard 
"ornE' remarks about eonliscahon, but there 
i'l no confiscation in these proposals No 
Government would put on taxation if they 
could possibly avoid it. One of the reasons 
l!iwn b,- th,: Hon. ~1r. Fowles why the. Bi_II 
should not be aceepted was bE'CilUS8 thiS IS 

a. moribund Government and is going out 
of existence. He stated that· the Government 
would soon have to face the electors, and' 
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s~ould not have brought down these taxa
twn propo~als. '!.'hat shows the courage of 
the Government. '!.'he Government which 
the hon. gentleman was associated with would 
not have ~hought of bringing down taxation 
proposals JUst bef?re an election. 'fhey would 
sooner have wa1ted until the election was 
over. This Government. however. has the 
courage to bring in its taxation measures 
before the election takes place, and then go 
to the people. Since I have come into this 
Homw it has only confirmed the opinion I 
have always held ahout a nominee chamber. 
I do not think its existence is justified. We 
have plenty of material to go on the platform 
and show the electors that thev were un
wise in the decision they gave ·on the 5th 
May last in connection with the Leirislativfl 
Council referendum, 

Hon. A. G. C. 1L-IW1'HORN: Snare us. 
Ho:-o. G. PAGE-HA?\IFY: \Vhen another 

referendum comes the people, with the en
lighrenrnrnt ·which ·wj]l roln(' fron1 this Chatn
bcr, ''ill eo nu~ to another decision. 

Hon. T. :\1. HALL: \Vhv don't you set an 
example and resign yourself. · 

Ho:-o. G. PAGE-HANIFY: Both the Hon. 
Mr. Hawthorn and the Hon. :\Ir. Fowles 
suggested that the Government should adopt 
the policy of cheeseparing which was adopted 
previously. \Ve know that the Government 
have had to build a good many unprofit
able railway line~. They were not responsible 
for the building of those unprofitable railway 
line'·. In a sparsely settled countrv like this 
where we are pushing out our linr_·s every
where, it follows that a cE>rtain number of 
tho linE;., will be unprofitable. The Govern-
ment is not rcsponEible for that. · 

Hon. E. \V. H. FowLES : Can you explain 
why th0 ac.tual return on the capital invested 
has been dropping for the last three years? 

Hox. Ct P AGE-HAXIFY: There i.- a 
drop in thr railwa0c,1, and there is a drop in 
everything else, owing to the war conditions. 
We know that the cost of materials has been 
increased owing to the war. Every business 
man in this Chan-ber knows that the cost of 
things has increased materially owing to the 
war. T have received a circnlar letter from 
Mr. Badg-0r in which he talks about the 
tremendously increased cost of everything in 
thP running of his tramway system. 

Hon. K \V. H. Fowr.Es : But he is not 
showing a loss. 

Hox. G. PAGE-HANIFY: Xo. he 1s not. 
He is urging that certain things thould not 
be done, but his remarks about the increased 
cost are probably aceurate a.nl correct. The 
Hon. ::VIr. Hawthorn quoted several questions 
at the conclusion of the report of the Com
missjoner for RP-ihvays, and he hangs on to 
them. A suggestion that the Commissioner 
for Railways points out that the public ser
vants m·e phying the game which is so well 
pla,'cd in this C::hamber-that they are guilty 
of a go-,]ow poiJCv, and the:-' are imbued with 
I.W.\V. ideas; that the Commissioner says 
he is not getting the value of the wages paid 
oY:ing- to the I.W.W. ideas. I think that the 
I.\:V.\Y. ought to sit in the galleries of this 
Chamber find learn how to do their business, 
became they do not half know how to have 
a laz,- strike or to f!;O slow. I do not think 
there is much left for me to sav nor much 
to be gained, because all the talk in this 
Chamber is just hypocrisy. 

Hon. F. '1'. BRENTNALL: The whole thmg IS 

as false as can be. 

Hox. G. PAGE-HANIFY: I quite agree 
1\'ith the hon. gentleman. The whole thing 
is false, and no matter what argumeJOlts :;tre 
used in debate they are thrown away 1n nme 
cases out of ten here. 

Hon. F. T. BREXT:i'ALL: You are a bigger 
hypocrite than anyone. 

HoN. G. P AGE-HA::\'IFY: There are a 
good many hypocrites here, at any rate. 

'l'he PRESIDENT: Order ! 

HoN. G. PAGE-HAKIFY: It was a pretty 
foregone conclusion that this Bill is going 
to be rejected. However, it will furnish the 
best arguments in favour of the aboliti'?n 
of this Chamber. I am hogeful that I Will 
live to see the dav when they will have only 
a one-chamber Parliament in Queensland. 

Hox. '1'. NEVITT: I have no desire to 
speak at any length. but as this is an im
portant mc•.sure I might refer to some of 
the arguments raised by the Hon. Mr. Haw
thorn. The hon. gentleman referred to the 
fact that the Treasurer received more revenue 
than he anticipated, and yet he spent more 
than he estimated. He considered that be
cnlse the Treasurer received more money 
than he estimated he should have ended >:P 
with a credit balance instead of a defimt. 
One would think from the way the hon. 
gentleman spoke that the present Treasurer 
was the onlv one who did that. I took the 
trouble to look np the sp<'ech of a Treasurer 
supported by the Hon. Mr. Hawthorn at 
one time. It was when the Hon. l\1r. Barnes 
was TreBurer in the year 1911-12, and _he 
mentiorwd the following m his fin11nc~al 
statement:-· 

" Eotimated revenue £5,046,207 
Actual revenue £5,320,008." 

That was a net exce;;s of ac·tual revenue over 
estimated revenue of £237.801. The esti
mated expenditure for that vear was 
£5.038.523, and the actual e;{l?enditure 
£5.314,737, or £276,214 over the eshmate. 

Hon. E. W. H. FOWLES: But he had a 
surplus. 

Ho:-<. · T. NEVITT: But he _spent con
siderablv more than his increase m revenue. 

Hon. ·A. G. C. HAWTHORN: The money 
was coming in all the time. 

HoN. T. ::\fEVITT: The fact remains that 
he spent more than his increa~ed . revenue, 
and the fact remains that h1~ !ncreased 
expenditure was greater than h1s mm;eased 
revenue. The Hon. Mr. Hawthorn m r~
ferring to the railway revenue and expendi
ture pointed out that no attempt was made 
to keep down the expell;di~ur~- In the 
" A B C of Queensland StatistiCs for 1917 I 
fmd the following:-

" Train miles run in 1915, 12,030,044: 
train miles run in 1916, 11,117,389." 

That ·showed a decrease of 912,655. train 
miles run. That shows a deflrelLse 1n the 
train mileage, and it ,hows that there. WflS 

an attempt made to rcdu -;o expend1tun. 
although the hon. gcnUmnan wo~1ld lead 
this House and the country to loeheve th3:t 
no effort was made to keep down expendi
ture. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHOR:i': I quoted from 
the Commissioner's report. 

Ho:-o. T. '!'\fEVITT: I am quoting_ f_rO!;} 
the " A B C of Queensland Stat1stJcs, 

Hon. T. Nevitt.] 
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which is equally as good as the Commis
sioner's 1'eport. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: I was showing 
that the railways ended the year with a 
deficit of £750,000. 

HoN. T. NEVITT : One would think to 
hear the. hon. gentleman speak that the 
Queensland railways are the ·only railways 
that were not paying at the present time. 
If we go to the other States w:·wre Liberal 
Administrations are in power we will find 
that the railways therB also lost money last 
year. Yet the hon. member inferred that 
this was the only State that lost money over 
the railways. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: I did not say 
so. 

Hox. T. KEVITT: I have the latest 
figures on page 29 of the " AB C of 
Quee_nsland Statistic.," and they show the 
defimcncy on the rmlways in the differe.nt 
StatBs to be:-

Queensland 
l\·ew South \Vales 
Victoria ... 
South Australia 
\YBstern Australia 
Tasmania 

£ 
806,000 
212.000 
427,000 
241,000 

78,000 
83,000 

So that every railway systE:'m in Australasia 
was a losing concern last yeJ.r. Hon. mem
bers know the re<' 'on for that as well as I 
do, but they do not feel disposed to tell 
this House or the country. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: Our earnings 
were greater last year. 

Ho:;'. T. NEVITT: Again. let me take the 
Auditor-General's re12ort. On page 45 he 
says-

" Taking the preSBnt prices of twenty 
linPs of material and comparing them 
with prices of similar lines just prior to 
the war, it is found there is an average 
all-round increase of over 170 per cent. 
while in the case of seyPral lines of 
metals in frequent use the increasoo 
in price range from 200 to 400 per cent." 

Is that not a suflicient answer to the hon. 
gentleman as to why the railways are not 
payable concerns? Owing to the cheese
paring policy of the hon. gentleman and his 
Government in not paying a reasonable 
rate of wagB this "Government had to give 
increa-;es in W;tges totalling £445,000 a year. 
On top of that we are saddled with a 400 
pC'r C·'nt. increase in th~. cost of material. 
If hon. gentlemen look at these figures from 
a· fair and impartial standpoint, thev will 
see that the railways are being a-dministered 
to-day equally as well as thev have ever been 
administered in the history of Queensland. 
I '(rant you that the Commissioner has sub
mitbd some quP.stions to this Council hut I 
que•tion very much whether he sho~ld not 
have anw.ver<Cd tho••e questions. He should 
at least have given us his opinion. I can
not speak for what the Government ar<> 
going to do, but if it is thought desirable 
th~t .a Royal Commission should he ap
pomted, I shall support it, hut it is a 
question whether we will derive anc benefit 
I£ you appoint e. Ro•cal Commis.sion vo~ 
Dught to appoint men ~vith some knowledge 
of th0 undC'rt~~ 16n::r. TlY'll. in rPgard to the 
lo'' on our raihva,. s. durinu· the la::it vear 
or two we have ;cmt 40.000 m£n out of 
QuecmJand If hon. members think for a 

[Hon. T. Nevitt. 

moment, they must realise t~at those 40,000 
men, had they remained m Queensland, 
would have produced a good deal. We have 
nnt onlv !o·-t what theY would have producPd, 
hut we.lw1·e also lost" what they would have 
paid bv wav of taxation. If these people 
had not gone away I ~o not think_ there 
would have been a def:ie1t on our ra1lways. 
The hon. gentleman tries to make a good 
deal out of the record railway earnings, but 
he must know that during the last two or 
three years there as been £2,500,000 spent on 
the n{ilways. 

Hon. A. G. C. ILnYTHOR:;': Out of loan. 

Ho:;'. T. KEVITT: Out of loan, but the 
interest has to be met and that is one cause 
for the deficit. Then the hon. gentleman 
said that if he went ,to ihe departments with 
two or t·hrec 1~ nckr SecrotariPs he could cut 
out half a million of expenditure. 

Hon. A. G. C. E\WTHORN: I said you 
e_:uld r.ct t1-vo -Crder Secretaries and the 
CommC,iolJ ·r for Railways to rcdule the ex
penditure to within the revenue. 

Hm;. T. ~EVIT'I': \Yhat does this cheese
paring policy mean to our railwa.ys 1 Is it 
not ha.-ing the efl.'e~t of reducmg- the safety 
oc the trawlling pubiic? One hon. gentle
man '3aicl thoro ,,~ore a great n1any more 
lc·nrrthsnwn '"'orking o ~l the rail waj s to-day 
than in years gone b·· . That may be so, but 
\Yhat ar" those lenr;•hsmen there for, hut for 
th" safetY of the public 1 Hon. gentlemen 
will remember the accident on the railway 
at Macaiister. Tho result of the inquiry 
into th..tt accident \va~ not altogether satis
facton·. but it was the opinion of many 
peopl~ ·that that a~cident was due to the 
cheescparing policy of the Government. \Vhat 
was said in Victoria during· the administra
tion of the T::it Government? The cheese
paring policy was put into operation there 
more severely than in rega1'd to any other 
railwa.v svstem in \ustralia. How many 
seriou; raihvay accidents had they in Victoria 
which resulted in gr:'at losF of life and very 
h(•avy compensation? Had the railways been 
kept in an eflicient state it is very question
able whether those moneys would have had 
to be paid away in compensation. It would 
have been far better to spend the large 
amount paid in compensation in keeping the 
railwavs in an efficient condition and it would 
have s;,_wd great loss of life. Hon. members 
on the other side are willing and anxious 
tu increase the expenditure of the Govern
ment. but when it comes to asking them to 
dip their hands into the pockets of those well 
able to pay it, it is o. horse of another colour. 
Last niq:ht we passed an iron and steel works 
Bill, which, personally, I was very pleased to 
spe pas"·d. but it im·vlves the expenditure 
cf £100.100. 

Hon. T. J. O'Snn: X ot 1'd. out of renmue. 

Hox. T. KEVITT: I know it is not out 
of re•;emw. 

Hon. T. J. O'SHEA: \Yhat has that to do 
with this? 

Il'J)i. T. XEYITT: It ha' a great dea.l 
to do ,·ith it. Can you sprnd £100,000 out 
or loan mon0y witho·:Ii: having to pay interest 
on it? 'I1wrcfJre. m that connection the 
ir-tPrc~t bill nPxt, vear ·will be increased 
acrording to the aniount spent on the iron 
and sr~cl \Vorks. Then ugain, it must be 
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borne in mind that the GoYcrnment last 
vear relicyeo the farmers of this State of a 
harden of £200.000. 

Hon. A. H. PARXELL: And they put another 
£80,000 extra taxation on them in the shape 
Di extra raihYe:-· fare' and freights. 

Hox. T. XEVITT: Did the farmers pay 
it? 

Hon .. \. H. P.\T:XELL: Yec. 

Ho,;. T. C'\EYITT: It is YcrY eas>· for 
tlce hon. gentlem::m to say so, but he c"annot 
r,roye it. 

Hon. A. H. PARc:\ELL: Did the~· ir"rease 
the suburban f: . .res? No. 

Ho;,;;. T. l'\KYITT: I understand the hon. 
gentl€'n1an i;;; bnsin:..· _; 1nan. 

Hon. A. H. P.mxnL: I am. 

Hox. T. ::\'EYITT; Are not the railways 
eompcting "'ith the trams? 

Hon. A. H PARXELL: The trams are keep
ing the fares down. 

Box. 'I'. XEVITT: That is what I am 
trying to tell tbe> ho" ;<ent1eman, and he is 
blaming the GoYemnwrit for not increasing 
the fare'. If we were to increase our 
3uburban raih·ay fares. instead of getting 
the revenue hayc now, our revenue \Vould 
decrease. · 

Hon. A. H. PARXELL: X a. The trams only 
run four or fi,-0 miles out. 

Hox. T. N'EVITT: I know the trams 
carry ~he tralllc of this city. There is one 
other Itnm orth mentioning. During the 
term of this GoYrrnment it was necessary to 
con,-ert £11.500.000 of loan monev. \Ye were 
IJaying for that money, on an~ aYerage, 3~ 
per cent. and we have to pav now on an 
average. 11 p0r cent. tu 1~ per cent. more. 
Tha~ ••xtra il_ltere•,t on £1~.500,000 is a very 
consHie:·able mcrease and It has to be made 
up somewhere. This Government considers 
this . tax>;tion is ono of the best means of 
malong It up. 

Ho?· E. W. H. FO'\YLES: They did not 
mention that as a rPason for extra taxation. 

. Hox .. T. J'\EYITT: \Yhether thev men
twned It or not I am mentioniug it, ;md the 
hon .. gentlema~I cannot deny that they had 
to fmd that mu: a sed amount of interest 
and they xot benefit from it. The mane~ 
had aheady been spent. The fa.ct remains 
tl• at their intnest bill was incn%'•<'d bv 
.£100.0(.') a :·ear: This tax. if it is pac<;c•cl, 
IS gomg to hit the pastoralists of this 

•COUn1r::. 

Hon. A. G. C. H .... :YTHORC\: They pay over 
AO pc•r cent. of the mcome tax now. 

~Io~. 7' ::\~YITT =, In 1915 they paid 44.34 
per :'' n . ._. anc, m 191o they pmd 54 per cent. 
] ,., Jll giye the ftgures. In 1915 there were 
1,826 p<· 'tCJ ,,]I t and their income from pro
P$rty_ ~,. cs :?J3,. ;4?. The tax paid was .£4,880 
1:-) '· ~d. 'J ben H1ron10 fro In per::;:onal exer
t· on T :u £2.731.217, and the tax paid 11 as 
£1 ~2.:576 9s. 7d.. or a total income of 
.£2.828.:!62. and the tax works out at 44.34 
per ccJlt. of the total ;ncomo tax paid in 
Qu;cn.:,tnd. Xm1·, take the folloving year, 
L>>o \Yhat do ' 0 find" There , ere 2 522 
p~storalist". and their in('orn = frmn pl'JD~rtv 
was £1 1)8.Ll'J1. They paid inrome tax am~unf
ing to £5.556 16s. ld. Their inc om" from 
perwnal CX<'l'tim: wa' .£3.976.049, and the 
tax m1 tl:.at amounted to c£225.356 153. Sd. 
Their total income \Vas £4.084.531. And the 

tc•tal tlX worked out at 54.31 per cent. of the 
!ax paid in Queensland. w,e find ~th>;.t t_he 
U>Come of the pa-torahsL o; th1' titace m
e rea '·0d in one year by 45 per cent. 

Hon. E. \Y. H. Fowu::s: It is only one
thir-d d the total taxable income. 

Hox. T. ""EVITT : Did their expen.,es in· 
c_:_·cas.p in th2 smne ratio. or anyvvhere near 
it'' Did tlwir rents increase in any shape 
or form? 

Hon. A. ~'- DAYEY: \Yhen they get a 
drought their inconH~ doos not increase. 

Hox. T. XEYITT: I am speaking of the 
figtr·c, \Ve have here. 
~Hon. A. A. DAYEY: You must recognise 

that they uffei' from drought sometimes. 

Hox. 'I. XEYITT: If tiwre j,; a drought, 
does noboch· else fuffcr? \Yhen you have 
vour qyag On your bank trayclling about the 
COUntrY looking for a job, and a drought 
comec; Lalong~ you kno"\Y it. 

Hon. E. '\'·. H. FOWLES: I would not 
r,rudge them a gond ~,-ear or hYo. 

Hox. T. NEVITT: I begrudge nobody a. 
goorl year. but I s~y, in all fairness, that 
thev cbould pay a fmr and rF'!sonable amount 
oi "tax9.tion, ,me! those are the people. who 
will pay unrler this proposal, and practiCally 
the ody P'-'0ple. 

Hon .. \. G. C. HAv;:HORX: \'\hat do they 
rny as Federal tax'? 

Hox. T. NEVlfT: \Yhen I put the figures 
before hon. members and chow that these 
people should pay thiJ tax, thL• hon. gentleman 
refers me to the Federal GoYenunent. I 
want the hon. gentlen~:m to look ~h<;' facts 
souarelv in the face. 1\ .1en a persons mcmr:e 
ir;creasCs 45 per cent. in one ye~r, . and hrs 
expenses do not increase at all, I~ It not a 
feit· thing to ask hm1 tc; pay a httl_e m_or~ 
in taxation, as we are domg under th1s Bill. 

Hon. E. W. H. FowLES: Loo)' at the otl:~er 
side 'fhcv are getting one-thud of the m
en~~. and' they pay 54 per cent. of the total 
tax. 

HoN. T. l'\EYITT: I ha Ye pos~ibly as 
intimah> a kno\\ ledge of the pastoral _mdustry 
as the hon. member. I know stat1011 p:·o· 
parties that _ha,-e been in the s>;me fa';'Jltes 
for oyer thHty years, and their rent, are 

praetica.llv the same to-day as 
[8.30 p.m.] they we1:e then. ~ have seen 

cattle delivered at tne slaughter
varcls at 17s. 6d. a head-not once but many 
times. I haYe known seYeral men send cnttle 
from the Gulf country down to ::V1uswe~lbrook 
in ::\' ew South \Y ales. and tl.tey did not 
n·alise sufficient to pa-:;· the_ drovmg e;cpcnses. 
Those . fat ions a re practically paymg the 
s une rents now as they paid in those days. 

Hon. A. A. D.lYEY: You would not like 1o 
see those conditions again, 'vould you ? 

Hox. 'l'. ::\'EVITT: I v:ould not, and I do 
not think any oth0r hon. rncrnber w~t~ts to 
sro them. But I am pointing out that ~f .the 
amendment is curied, it will be an mJUS· 
ticc, because the,,e n1en. are vcr_;r ·:vcll able 
to p:t:; this extra taxaho;:t. This IS onE of 
the easiest fm·, .. s of taxahoh and one of the 
e.)<Pst to collec~; and Dnr friends are Y~ry 
gro.'lt en cconom:-·. The cost of collectiOn 
only maounts to 1.25 p 'r c<:'nt. Hon. members 
should therefore gi\;e us credi_t for being 
econ~.~:11iral. 'ye are not spenchng a lo_t. of 
rnone'. in the collection of revenue. I thmk 

, Hon. T. Nevitt.] 
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I have ginm sul!iciemlv lo<rical reasons whv 
the Council ,hould help the Government to 
balance the ledger. (Hear, hear!) 

.Ho:\. R. BEDFORD: The alleged reasons 
gin'n for the side-tracking of this Bill abso" 
lu~ely set up a record for hypocrisy even in 
this Chamber. \Ye have heard the word 
"worker" used, and quite a lot of crocodile 
sympathy given for the worker. There is no 
attempt in this Bill to get at anvboclv who 
can be classed as a worker in the ordinary 
sense of the term, as the exemption starts 
at £3,000. ~ do not think that the Hon. 
::YlT. Fowles mtended us to believe what he 
said about the worker. but that what he said 
wa' really intended for electioneering pur
po~es. 

Hon. E. \V. H. FOWLES: Doesn't it hit 
mutual insurance companies? 

Ho:\. R. BEDFORD: And why not? 
Hon. E. W. H. FOWLES: Aren't the policy-

holders workers '? · 

Hox. R. BEDFORD: It hits the small 
shai:eholdcr certainly, but it hits the com
pa.mes m gloho; and ~ mutual company can 
have twemy-five or thirty people as wealthy 
as an~· onP of tlw•-e who \\·ill not be exenmted. 
The h!le- of arg:ume_nt adopted has been gene
rally m the c!Irectwn that this Government 
hav0 done wropg, in suspending the sinking 
f!Jnd. But Bnta 111 has had to suspend the 
smking fund. Of course, the natural retort 
tc:; tha~ IS that there is a war on. But is 
1\ew South \'\'ales any more at war than 
Queensland? Another statement made is that 
!he Yictorian position in reg-ard to railwavs 
1s better than the position~ in Queensland; 
but th0re IS no analogy between the positions 
at all, because. Victoria is a small State-not 
a qua~ter the size of Queensland-with a large 
quanbt:: of dense railway mileage, and a 
P.opulatwn two ;me! a-half times the popula
!Ion of Queensland. The Hon. Mr. Curtis's 
1de~ wa.s that generally the Government in 
then attempts to square the finances ou<rht 
to be pen!'hsed, becouse a portion of th,, loss 
on the rm~ways was brought about by a very 
nec;ss.ary mcrease in wages. The hon. mem
Joer s Idea wa~ that the great loss in the work
mg of the ra!lwa:·s v·as due to the fact that 
the men wore slowino- ,down 

Hon. G. S. CrRTIS ~ I did. not say that. 
!foK. R. BEDFORD : The hon. member 

said that the Commissioner complained that 
the nwn were not doing a fair day's work. 

An HoK01;RABLE :\IniBER : It was the Hon. 
illr H,.,wthorn who said that. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORX: I quoted from 
the Commissioner's report. 

Ho:--;. R. BEDFORD: Judging generally 
from. the remarks I heard the Hon. Mr. 
Curtis make, h? .was co1:1plaining that the 
men \cere not g1nng a fan dav's work [or a 
fan~ day's \Yage~. ~ 

. Hon. G. S. CrRTIS: I believe in that prin
Ciple. 

Hox. R. BEDFORD : I know the hon. 
member does, and so do we all. The hon. 
member _be!iews tha.t th0- Btate worker, 
e~p~ctally on the ra1lwa vs, has not been 
giYJng a fair d~y's \York for a fair day's 
wage. 

Hon. G. S. Cc-RTIS : I did not say that. 

Hox. R. BEDFORD : I thought the hon. 
:nerr·ber was workmg up to 20th December 
111 :his. attempt to g:et industrial conscription, 
1>h1cn IS the real thmg hon. members opposite 

[Hon. T. ~Yevdt. 

are ai1ning <lt. The position gcncra1l~ 
in regard to the raih,~ay business, so far as 
we can g-et. it from the other side. is that 
it is wise to cut down fares and freights, 
that it is also a good thing to cut down 
wages, and that it is also a very good 
thing not to impose any extra taxation for 
the purpose of making up for the loss that 
would accrue from the 'lower fares and 
freights. Apparently, they want a 
millennium. Thev want railwav, in heaven, 
and they cannot -possibly get theni. Right 
from the beu:inning to the end of the financial 
proposals of the Government, the whole 
scheme seems to be-recognising that th& 
finances arc in a much worse position by 
reason of the war than they would other
wise be-that the Government are to be 
thwarted in everv attempt to make the 
finances square. As a matter of fact, this 
very irresponsible Chamber .. which has never 
to face anybody, is attemptmg to sprag the 
"·heels, and the Government. who have to 
face tlw neonlP in five or six months, have 
to stand ~r fit!! by their policy. 

Hon A. H. PARNELL: Didn't. we face the 
people. in May last? 

Hox. R. BEDFORD: You cli<h't face any
one. and ncyer "·ill ; and, if you and many 
others on that side were to face the electors 
once, vou would never face them again. The 
next thing you would face would be the 
cemeter~-. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY : You faced the people 
three times in ·victoria. 

Hox. R. BEDFORD: I did, and I was 
taken down simply because they did not 
know m0. Xow the people han• not turned 
m.c down when they do know me. 

The PRESIDEXT: Order! 
Hox. R. BEDFORD: I think anv refer

ences to the hon member's incursion into 
this Chamber w~uld be very riskv. But 
hon. rrembers need not worry about me. 
Even·one knows that the caucus voted for 
me, and, as the caucus represents the people, 
from whom thev have onlv been awa" two 
and a-half -vears: I represent the people' much 
more directh- than any hon. member on the 
othe1· side. -

Hon. P. J. LF\HY: The people never voted 
for YOU. 

The PRESIDEXT: Order l 
Hon E. W. H. FowLES: What about the 

Incom;. Tax Bill ? 
Hox. R. BEDFORD: The whole business 

i 11 connpction with this interference with 
monev Bilh is laid down in Keith's " Re
spons.ibk Government in the Dominions." 
That book includes the report of the Judicial 
CommitteP of the Privv Council of 27th 
;\larch. 18%, on a question submitted by 
Sir Samuel Griffith on the powers of this 
particular morgue here . 

Ho;,;. P. J. LEAHY: I rise to a point of 
order. Is the hon. member justified in 
referring to tho Council as a morgue 9 

The PRESIDE:--iT: The hon. rr·ember is 
not in order in using such an expression with 
Tespect to the Council. 

Hox. R. BEDFORD: I was only saying 
that it is a moi·gue, except when there is a 
division. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: The question then sub
mitted referred to amendments in money 
Bills, and not to am<'ndments on the motion. 
that the Bill be now read a second time. 
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Hos. R. BEDFORD : This is the way you 
get away from am<>nding the Bill, by amend
ing it out of existence. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: We have the Con
stitutional right to reject a Money Bill on 
the s<>cond reading. 

Hox. R. BEDFORD: I am assured by 
immeasurably better lawyers than the bush 
lawyErs over there, that you have no such 
right. According- to "Keith," the questions 
submitted for the decision of the Privy 
Council were-

,, 1. \Vhether the Constitution Act of 
1867 confers on the Legislative Council 
power co-ordinate with those of the Leg
islative A·-semblv in the amendment of 
all Bills, including Money Bills. 

"? \"ThCithlll~ +'he. nlo:.;"YY".c:o ,.,.-f +"h.n T ..... ,.,..~'"' -- . -------- ---- --~---. ._. ...... ~ ~--- ....... ~a-..., 
la ti ve Assembly as set forth in their 
messa;;e of 12th ="iovember, 1885, are 
well founded." 

And the Judicial Committee reported-
, Their lordships agree humbly to re

port to Your ::\1ajesty as their opinion 
that the first of these questions should be 
decided in the negative, and the second 
in the affirmative." 

Therefore, this House, no matter by what 
subterfuge it endeavours to get away from· 
the fact that this amendment is mere!~ a 
way of getting rid of the Bill on the second 
rea~ing, still stands i? the position of being 
an Impudent usurpatwn of the rights of the 
one House that stands for the people. 

Question-That the words proposed to be 
added (Jlr. Powlcs'., amendment) be so 
added-put; and the Council diYided :

CoNTENTs, 22. 
Hon. T. C. Beirne 

F. T. Brentnall 
C. Oampbell 
J. Cowlishaw 
G. S. Curtis 
A. A. Davey 
A. Dunn 
B. :B'ahey 
E. W. H. Fowles 
H. L. Groom 
T. M. Hall 

Teller: Hon. 

Hon. ~\. G. C. Hawthorn 
P. J. Leahy 
C. F. :i\farks 
E. D. :\files 
C. J:i". ~ielson 
T .. T. O'Shea 
A. H. Parnell 
E. H. T. Plant 
W. ~tephens 
H. Turner 
~L H. Whittingham 

P. J. Leahy. 

~ OT~Co:NTENTS, 12. 
Hon. R. Bedford Hon. F. }fe.Donnell 

W. R. Orampton T. Nevitt 
W. H. Demaine' G. Page-Hanify 
A. J. J ones I. Perel 
H. Llewe!yn E. B. Purnell 
L. McDonald W. ,J. Riorclan 

Teller: Hon. R. Bedford. 
Resolved in the affirmative. 
Qut>·-tion, as amended-That the Bill be 

read a second time this dac· six months (for 
the reasons given)-put and passed. 

SUSPE:\'SIO~ OF STA~DING RULES 
A="'D ORDERS. 

The SECRETARY FOR l\H::--JES: I ask 
leave of the Council to move a motion ·.vith
out notice. 

The PRESIDE="'T: It is irregular to move 
a rr·otion after the Orders of the Day have 
been called on, but, with the leave of the 
House, I think the hon. gentleman may move 
his motion. 

Howor:R.IBLE }lDIBERS : Hear, hear! 
The SECRETARY FOR ::\1IXES: I 

move----.-
" 'rhat so much of the St-anding Rnles 

and Orders be suspended as would 

c :lwrwi'e preclude the pa·sing of Appro~ 
priation Bill, ::\o. 4, through all its stag-cc 
in one day, and the passing of the 
undermentioned Bills through ali their 
stages in one day-Public Works Land 
Resumption Act Amendment Bill, Local 
Authorities Acts Amendment Bill. State 
Children Act Amendment Bill, Bunda
berg Harbour Board Act _\mendment 
Bill, Pharmacy Bill, and the Clerrr·ont 
Flood Relief Act Amendment Bill." 

Hox. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: Before ''e 
pa ,g the motion, I should like to have an 
intimation from the Minister as to when we 
are going to close the session. vV e have been 
working for the last week or two on the 
understanding that we are going to close 
1-l"' C'""'"';..,., +,-.. ....... ..,,..~·r.n~ T.f. , nnmco .f.r. Yn'o thn+. 
i~-~i~,,~;;~;~r;o;~·ibiiit·_;; with ~th;;~ b~;~i~~~ss --~~~ 
haY<' on the sheet, and the business there IS· 
on the Assembh sheet to close the session 
to-morro·'·, and 'I think the Minister should 
take the Home into his conudence, and tell 
us when he expectz the session to close. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: It will 
be impoe oible, as the hon, gentleman has 
said, to close the session this week, although 
we had hoped that we might have clone 
s.1. If the House will sit to-morrow and 
3.1onda''· I hope that we shall be able to 
finish our busimo·, by Tuesday. If it '•Yill 
meet the convenience of hon, merr•bers, I 
should like to sit on Monday. 

Hon. E. W. H. FowLES: Monday is not a 
good day for country members. 

The SECRETARY FOR MI.:-;'ES: If we 
sit on ::\Ionday. I promise not to go on with 
contentious business on that day. 

Hon P. J_ LEAHY: \V ill it not be much 
better 'to decide that matter to-morrow? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Very 
well, we ''·ill leave the decision of that matter 
till to-morrow. If ,.e sit on Monday, I hope 
we shall be a blo to close the session on 
Tuesday, or at latest on Wednesday. 

Qu<>stion put and pas,cd. 

PLJBLIC \VORKS LA="'D RESUMPTIOX 
ACT A::\IEXDME""T BILL. 

SECOXD READING. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIXES: The ob
ject of this Bill is to amend the Public 
iY arks Land Resumption Act of 1906, with 
a view to giving the Government power to· 
resume certain lands. Under the Public 
\Yorks Land Resumption Act we have power 
to resume land int.'Jr alia for railway purposes, 
and this Bill seeks to give the Government 
powel· to resume land for township purposes. 
\Ye mav find it necessarv to resume land for 
a rai!w,ay, and also land for forming town
ships along that railway line. Hon. nwm
bers know a-. well as I can tell them, that 
in many parts of Queensland where land· 
has been enhanced in value to a consider
able extent lw the construction of a rail
wav township's have been formed on pri
Yat'e' land, and the local authorities have· 
had no power to reserve any of thP land 
for parks or other public purposes. Neither 
have the GoYernment had that power, with 
the result that townships have not been· 
laid out in a proper manner. I have in my 
n:ind the tow·n of Kingaroy. The Go:ern-
ment built that line from the then termmus, 

Hon. A. J. Jones.] 



:3420 Public Works, Etc., Bill. [COUXCIL.] Local AuthoTities, Etc., Bill. 

Kilkivan, to the 56·mile peg. The land at 
the 56-mile peg was private property, and 
a township had to be formed there heedless 
of the fact th:tt a few miles further on there 
\\as a good site for a township on Crown 
land. Some of that land was purchased 
Jor 2s. 6d. per acre, and it brought as much 
as £160, and in one instanee £800, per 
qum·ter of an acre shortly after the tGwn
ship was establi;hed. The Government very 
<Jften find therr;;elves in the position of having 
to buy land on which to erect public build
ings, but if this measure is passed they will 
be able to resume land for such purposes. 
That is the object of the Bill, and I am 
sure it is an object that will meet with the 
approval of this House. I have much plea
sure in moving-That the Bill be now read 
a second time. 

Hox. C. F. ~IELSOX: The Bill is, no 
doubt, necessary for the purposes explained 
by the Minister, and against those purposes 
I have nothing to say, but I s'hould like to 
know from the hon. gentleman what is the 
definition of " township settle!P,ent, town
ships, and township purposes." I know of 
nu Act on our statute-book where that ex
pre,.·,ion is used. In the Crown Lands Act 
and the Local Authorities Act we have the 
-expressions " to,vn allotments " and " subur
ban allotments," but the word "township" 
i~ quite a new 1vord, so far as our legislation 
is concerned,. r.nd I think it should be de
fined, and not left to the dictionary meaning. 
Another thing which strikes me is that there 
is no provision limiting its operation to the 
purposes mentioned by the Minister. Tlwre 
is nothing in the measure to prevent the 
Government resuming a residential block 
of 2 acres in a town, or compelling the owner 
to cut it up into small allotment··. That 
is not a good thing to do, because, if 16 
perches is too small for an allotment for 

health ~oa~ons. the larger it is the 
[9 p.m.] bette,r It 1• from a health point 
, of new. There is nothing in the 

B!ll to prevent the r•·sumption for township 
Jll!rposes of, a!'y sm~ll ar~a of land. A man 
might be !Ivmg w1th h1s family for year& 

·O'l a 2-acre or a 5-acre block and if there 
is f·nfficient agitation, the Gov'ernm~nt might 
!1·3 able to resume that land, a.nd cut it up 
m to. ;\-acre allotm:'nts. The Bill ought to 
s~ec1::·~, t,~e Inea.t_?.Inff, of "~?"~nship. settle
rr_ent'; to.wnsh1ps. and townsh1p pur
P?ses:' and It should prevent the resumption 
of any land below a certain defined area, 

HoCi. P. J. LEAHY: I have ber·n lookinO' 
:t the Bill: and it sPem« a compan·ttivE'l~ 
mnocent B1ll, yet I <'m seC' there mav be 
a good. dt·~l in the point raised by the Hon. 
J\fr. )J 1elson. There ought to 1lP sorr1e li111it 
to the- powers of th0 Goyc-rn1nent "0 far ns 
th~ res\1mption of land is conce,ned l'ndn 
i:h!s Blll the Gov'3rmiwr,t c:mJ.d resume ~ 
~cr0 or 1 acre of hnd. l do not ·upnose it 
1s the inh~ntion of the GoYernnlent- to re
s tune 1 e.cre. o_f l~nd for to\YIJ "'hip purpo-.e~. 
I haye no objecdon to tlw Bill if we can 
pu~ m some amendment to limit the urn 
"Which may bP rc-;urne-d. \Ye are gjYins 
power to the Governnwnt under the Bill to 
Tesume half an ~ere of land for township 
·purposes. I take It that their intention is to 
remme 5 or 10 or 2C acrE's of la11d for town
ship purposes and not a small arE'a. TLeY 
n1igbt 2ven rcsunlf' e. 16-perrh .allotrner;t 
unc!Pr this Bill. The1 e oug-J.;t to be a limit 
to the area that can be resnmed. There is 
IJG definition of "township," and we might 

[Hon. A. J. Jones. 

provi·de for it in this Act. It is more a, 
matter for the Committee, and perhaps we 
can deal with it at that stage. 

HoK. A. G. C. HA vVTHOR~: I thiak 
there ought to be some definition of "town
Ehip." At the present time we do not know 
what a, ''township" is. This Bill might gi,·e 
the Goyernment power to do waat they are 
not able to do at present, aml that is to 
resume one half of lYlusgrave Park in Sou:h 
Brisbane £or purposes of therr own. I would 
like to know from the Minister if it is the 
intention of the Government to make use of 
this Bill to take over Musgrave Park. as it 
is reported that the Government are trying 
to get hold oi that park. 

The SECRETAHY FOR }liNES (in 
reply) : I would mggest th<tt '' e pass thf' 
&econd reading of the Bill to-night apd let 
the Committee stage si'lnd over hll to
morrow. (f-Iear, ht'(tr !) I caunot giv~ a 
d0finition of "towuhip" now, but we slutll 
be able to arrange it in Committee 
to-morrow. 

Question-That the Bill be now read a 
second time-put and passed. 

The committal of thE' Bill was m<tde an 
Order 0f the Day for to-morrow. 

LOC.\L AUTHORITIES ACTS A);IEXD-
2.\1EXT BILL. 

SECOKD R.EAD!XG, 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I beg 
to move-That the Bill be now read a s0cond 
time. This Bill amends e.ection 149 of the 
principal Act by inserting, after the word 
"light" wherEJver that word occurs. the words 
"other than electric light." It also amends 
section 226 to ~emit anv rate' for which any 
soldier on active serviCe is liable. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: You might 
read uc. section 149. 

The SECRETARY FOR JYH:::\ES: Rection 
149 of the principal Act reads as follows:-

" Vi~here under anv Act or order in 
fol'Ce at the commencement of this Act 
any company is empowered to earry on 
the business of the supply of light or 
~h.,-draulic. or other power, nothing in ~his 
Act shall be construed so as to authorise 
a local authoritv within whose area such 
business is carried on to compulsorily 
purchJ":e and take fron1 such company 
its undertaking except upon the terms 
and conditione. if any, in such Act or 
order mentioned. 

"But if any such Act or order 1nakes 
no lJro""~,rjsion for the purchase of snch 
undertaking bv the local !tUthority, or if 
any con1pal:i:v- ls carrying on the bu~iness 
of the supply of light or ~y?rauhc or 
other power with the perm1sswn of the 
local authority without anv statutorv 
p,;wers in that behalf, ch,,i, the> local 
authoritv at anv time after the com· 
n1onC'e!nCnt of tl;is Act nJay, by giving 
at least six months' noticE' to the com
pany. and subject to the Public \Vorks 
L<tnds RPsumption Acts. purchase and 
take frorn the company its undt:.rtaking. 
with the goodwill of its bnsineoi' ae a 
going concCrn, and also the ;,vhole of the 
lands. buildings, \\"orl\>, lTic-lins, j)ipes, and 
app<tratus of the company nsed by it in 
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or in cmmcction with the budness which 
by the Act or order it is empowered to 
carrv on 

" Subj~t to and withont prejudice to 
any existing rights, it shall not be lawful 
for a local authority to enter upon the 
manufacture or supply of lighf'-

,,~e nr( pose to insert "other than electric 
light" there. Then it goes on-

" or hydraulic or other power in any 
oC'.J_Se where any co1npany is carrying on 
business as aforesaid unless or until :'uch 
local authority has exercised its powers 
of purchase in th" Act or order or in 
this section contained or has otherwise 
acquired the undertaking of the com
pany." 

Under present conditions a local authoritv 
{'annat compete vdth an existin~ lighting 
<'ompany. A private con1pany may g·et an 
Order in Council to compete with an existing 
lighting company, but the loc<>l authority 
cannot do so_ Take a city like Maryborough_ 
It might be benefici<tl to the people, and pro
fitable to the Council, to run an electric tram 
system. They can do that, but they cannot 
use the 5flmo elC'ctric power for lighting the 
town by electric-ity. I am sure the Bill 
will meet with the lwar!y approval of all 
local authorities. because it will enable them 
to go in for electric lighting if th~v wish to 
do so. I might mention tbat the- town of 
Thargomindah was thf' iirst town in Aus
tr<tlia to be lighted with Plectricitv. and the 
Hon. Mr. Leahy, a member of this' Chamber, 
was the perwn responsible for that. 

Hon. P .• T. I~EAHY: I bought the plant, 
and it is still going. ., 

The ::\ECRETARY FOR ::.\HNES: I be
lieve the lil!·ht went out when the hon. 
gentleman left Thargomindah. (Laughter.) 

HoN. A G. C. H.\ WTHORN: The :Minis
ter sa,-s that this Bill merely gives local 
authorities th.• poc;·er to introduce electric 
lightin!!' into thE'ir ~lrf-'aR if tlH ~~r desire it. Is 
t.hat the ·ole power of tbe Bill? 

The SECRETARY FOR :MINES: YH. 
Hon .. E. \V. H. Fo" LES: It also exempts 

absent soldiers from rates. 

Hox. A. G. C. H.\WTHORN: We all 
agr0e with that, but it was the other point 
I was referring to. I do not think that the 
Minister has given us all the information 
that he could have given us. It seems to 
me tlut ihcre is ·-omething more behind thi•. 
than we know of. I have not heard of anv 
y;articular demand from the local authoritic's 
for this Bill. and I think the Minister should 
gTv(' us a. little moro inforn1ation as to who 
has prompted it. Personally. I should like 
j,, sec thf> local authorities have power to 
supply electric light, because I notice lately 
the Orders in Col(ncil havt:> been grantt:>d 
tt• <'·"mpames m nnd around Brisbane enab
lino: them to go into any area. 

The SECRETARY FOR .MIXES : This was in the 
Loeal Auth>ritics Bill last vear. but the fran
chi ·O clause was responsible for ih being lost. 

HoN. \V. STEPHF.NS: Does this Bill 
mt:>an that anv local authoritv will have 
power to buy a p !ant and run t'his business? 
In a citv like Brisbane, would it have power 
to run the tramways? · 

The SEC~E1'ARY FOR MINES: The local autho
rities cannot compete with an electric light
ing company at the present time unless they 
buy the company out 

Ho:-~. \Y. STEPHEXS: I am not too sure 
of that. If the gas company is supplying 
gas and ::\Ir. Badg,•r con1es along vvith his
electric trams, he can ,upply electricity in 
vppooition to the gas company if the local 
al(lhority likes to engage him. I know that 
cut in the Stephens Shire the gas was not 
too gootl, and we went to 1\fr. Badger, and 
}fr. Bd0 ,c'r put up poles and gave us the 
electric light. Do I understand that all the 
Governnwnt i~ asking for is that. if there is 
a gas cotnpany and an electric light company, 
the local authority can, if they like, got either 
;as or electric plant" and compete with other 
r·oople? Is that so? 

The SECRETARY FOR ::\:liNES: Nothing more· 
and nothing lr'"''· 

HoN. W. STEPHE::\'S: If the Bill means 
that and no more, I will give it my hearty 
suppOl't. 

Hoc;. \Y. H. DE:\:lAI:::\'E: I believe I am 
partly the instigator of this Bill. Some four 
year~ f1 ~-o a con<'ession \vas sought by an elec
tric light compan:- to light the city of :\:1ary
J.orou ;h and pro,-idf' electric power. The 
comp •nv got an Order in Council through 
the local authority, but the ratepayers, 
b,- petition. objected to the concession 
a ;Id dc•llandcd a poll, and the proposa.l 
"·as defeated. Th<>n it was found that 
they were np against the Local Authori
tie _\e-t which preYcntcd them, because of 
ih<' exist0nce of the ::.\1aryborol(gh Gas Com
pan:v. frnm entering into an:, business for 
the lightim, of the city, and that obstacle has 
been stantling in the 'vay ever since. ..A.t 
ihat time the ::V1aryborough Council could 
han obtained the moncv from the Common
',/ealth Bank tD ··brt the elee+.ric light busi
nc•·s, bm they could not take advantage of 
that offer bv r .on of that section in the
Lccal Autho'ritic·, Ac;, and this chart Bill is 
hroug-ht for1Yard to ren10YC that disability. 
If the Bin is pao•ed any local authority, 
''here t}v•re is an~.~ c~xi:-ting gas company or 
ciecnie light c0mpany, can compete with that 
cmnpany or con1panirs without ha.ving to pur
eh ;se +'•cir ,·i;::hts. I understand this matter 
has been con·,·idercd at the various annual 
conferonc.· •, of the local authorities for some 
year' pa:•t. and they 1,re practically unani
mous in desiring the disability r•cmowd. At 
the prc .. 'nt time thc, ::\fa:-yborough Council 
cannot compete with the gas company, but 
un-· nriYa'7c companv can get an Order in 
Co.nncil and compete A public utility like 
this should be in the hands of the local 
authority. 

Ho~. F. ::.\IcDOX:\iELL: 1 remember that 
a bout fifteen or c,ixteon years ago .an effort 
was m".de to do sonH"' hing like this in Bris
bane. There was a poll taken at the time to 
pure he.· c the' Electric Light Company's busi
ness, but, unfortunately, the Local Authorities 
Act mm-ides that onlv the owners of land 
can ~·otc at a poll, with the l'e,.uJt th~tt the 
p·oposal \YRS turned down. Had the whole 
of thA pco]1lc been allowed to vote. they 
would h lYe <:kcided in fa your of the pro
posal. Ever since that time we have had 
+o rely on rr prin.te company for our electric 
light in Brisbane. As far as I und<'rstand 
the Bill. it is to gi 1·e the local authorities 
the ri~ht to ~upply electric light and gas, 
but, if the Il!ll means that we are confer
ring on the municipalities of Brisbane and 
the surrounding districts the power to run 
the Brisbane tramways, I would feel disposed 
to oppose it, because I think the greatest 

1J on . .F'. i1rf cDonnell.] 
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misfortune that could happen to Brisbane 
would be for the local authorities to get hold 
o.f cur trams. I would much prefer to see 
the trams run as thev are bv a private com
pany to seeing them ~·un be: the local authori
ti.:·s. I am a strong believer in the Govern
ment running tho trams, and I think they 
would make an awful mistake if they at· 
tempted to hand over the Brisbane trams to 
the local authorities. This Bill proposes to 
give the local authorities the right to supply 
either gas or electric light. 

Hon. E. W. H. FoWLES: Oh, no ! 
HoN. F. McDOKXELL: So far as we 

have heard yet, that is what the Bill means. 
Hon. E. W. H. FmvLES : There is no ga:; 

in this Bill. 
Ho:-;. F. McDOl\KELL: If this Bill is 

passed, the local authorities will have the 
right to supply electric light, which they have 
not got at the present time. At the present 
time they must buv out anv electric light
ing company bBfore they can supply electric 
light themselves. 

Hon. E. W. H. FowLES: This Bill em
powers them to start in competition. That 
is all. 

HoN. P. J. LEAHY: I do not rise in 
opposition to this Bill, but I should like 
some information fro.m the ::\1inister. \V e 
all know that the existing electric light com
panies are working under Orders in Council, 
and I would like to know whether this Bill 
is in any way a breach of faith with tho_se 
people? When they got these Orders m 
Council it may have been understood that 
they were protected from ·competition for 
some time. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I suggest that 
we go on with the second reading of these 
Bills, and leave the Committee and third 
reading stages until to-morrow. That will 
give hon. members an opportunity of con
sidering th<>m. 

HoN. P. J. LEAHY: That will giYe me 
an opportunit:l' in Co.mmittee to make any 
remarks I feel necessary. 

Hox. T. J. O'SHEA: I ha.-e read the 
Bill, and I have listened to the speech of 
the ::Y1inister. To begin with, he missed the 
point, because he referred to tho amendment 
as only applying to the third paragraph of 
section 149. As I read it, it applies also to 
the first paragraph, because the word 
''light" appears in the first line of the first 
paragraph, and in the third line of the third 
paragraph. I want to know what it I!l~ans, 
and I must confess that the Minister has not 
enlightened me. \Vhat is there that cannol 
be done now that this Bill seeks to accom
plish? 

The SECRETARY FOR :MINES: A local autno
rity now cannot compete with an existing 
electric light company unless they bu,- the 
company out. 

Hox. T. ,J. O'SHEA: That applies also 
tc gas companies. \Vhy haw, a one-horned 
affair? Why not apply it to gas? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I suppose there 
is very little gas used now. 

Ho;-.;. T. J. O'SHEA: I live in a suburb 
not more than 2 miles from Victoria Bridge. 
I have a cotbge there that I lilre to make 
comfortable, and for six yearo I have been 
trying to get electric light and cannot get 
it. 

The 
·enable 

SECRETARY FOR :\fiNES: 
you to get it. 

[Hon. F. McDonnell. 

This will 

Hox. T. J. O'SHEA: It \Yill not, simply 
because the local authoritv will not tackle 
the scheme, and the Go,-'ernment will not 
giYe rhe electric light company an Order in 
Council to supply it. I understand that the 
Citv Electric Light Compan,· offered to take 
the1r e:urrPnt there, but there is a baulk. 
There i·' a line of demarcation between 
North Brisbane and Toowong ovPr whi~h 
thev are not allowed to cross, and for SIX 
vea'r" I ha,-e been punching a\vay as hard 
~s I can to try and get electric light. I 
actuallv tried to get it from the Toowong 
railwa,~ station through the Railway Com
miscioner, and he, with the cement of every
body concerned. volunteered to let me have 
it by paying the usual rates and co.sts. I 
was then told that the supply as so Irregu
lar and unreliable ·that they could not tap 

it and I haYe had to go along 
r9.30 p.m.] w'ith a very inferior article in the 

shape of gas. I may say that I 
haYe complained manY times of the quahty 
of the gas, but tl;lough I was willing to P~Y 
for a better article I could not get It. 
Everv facilitv should be given for the use 
of electric !lght and power, as ~t is the 
modern and attractive form of l:ght and 
power, and is the cleanest, handwst, an_d 
least dangerous of all. The amendment IS 
apparently very simple, and only proposes 
to interpolate three or four words. "C ndcr the 
old Act there was a limitat~on _to the extent 
that, if there we.s an electnc. hgJ:t compar:y 
or a gas company -~n opera~wn, It was fan 
that a company which had mvested .a great 
deal of mane,, in installing electnc h~ht 
or gas. or both, because of . the franchise 
which had been gran~ed to It. should not 
have its franchise suddenly taken awac' or 
it~ investment swept away. 

Hon. 'N. H. DE1!AI;<;E: Yet a private com
pany would be allowc'd t0 compete with them. 

HoN. T. J. O'SHEA: The question is h?w 
fat it is fair to interfeie with the franchise 
vf people who have spent their_ moner, und~r 
the protection of that franchise. \v hat :s 
the good of luring men on to spend their 
monev unless the" an protected? E.-ery 
picne";,r company 'clef cr.-os t_hc gratitude of 
the people amongst whom It comes. As a 
rule pioneers lo"'' their money, bu~ t~e 
localitY benefits· and, when a franchise IS 
grantC:d to a c~mpany, thereby inducing it 
to spend its money f01: the. ben<:fit of. a 
localitv it is not a t'11r thmg hghtly to 
interfer~ with the privilegE' that has been 
granted and which induces the company to 
spend its money. 

Hon. E. IV. H. FowLES : \Y as a monopoly 
promised? 

HoN. T. J. O'SHEA: I will not say a 
monopoly was promised. 

Hon. W. H. DEMAINE: It is a monopoly 
against the municipal council. 

HoN. 'I'. J. O'SBEA: As a rule a franchise 
is given for a number of years, varying from 
fourteen to forty-two. 

Hon. \Y. H. DEMAINE: 'I'here is no limit 
in the case of Maryborough. It has gone for 
fiftv vears now. The 11aryborough company 
ca;r;-n~t be competed with by the Counci' 
unless this Bill is passed. The anomaly is 
that a private company can come in and 
compete with them. 

HoN. 'I'. J. O'SHEA: I was referring to 
franchises granted by the Crown. I do not 
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'know what the position is in :\Iaryborough. 
Possibl> the :Maryborough Gas Company is 
under 'an Act. and in that case it would 
n•quire an amending Act to yary the 
franchise. The BrisLane Gas Company is 
w1de1' an Aet. I think Parliament should 
encourage ri1e nsc of gas and electric light 
and po,wer i11 c.-ery little settlement in the 
State. 

Hon. \Y. H. DE1IAIXF: The :Yiaryborough 
Gas Coa1pany will not use its' electric light 
<md po\YCl' franchise, and they will not allow 
anyone che to use it. 

Hox. T. J. O'SHEA: I understand that 
a franchise was grantee! in ),laryborough for 
electric light. 

Hon. \Y. H. DE1IAIK1~: Yeo, but the rate· 
payers objected to it, saying that they wanted 
to supply it themselYes. 

The SECRETARY FOR :MIXES : \V c took a 
poll and n ere defeated. 

HoK. T. J. O'SHEA: I am not adverse 
to the principle of the Bill. but I am still 
in doubt as to its effect. If :Yiaryborough 
wanted electric light and power. why did 
they not bring in a Bill for ::vlaryborough 
alone? There would be nothing to prevent 
the hon. memher, especially since he came 
mto this Chamber, using his influence to get 
an Act passed to enable Maryborough to 
get what it wants. Tlus provision is a one
horned one. It does not affect gas, but only 
electri<: light. 

Hon. W. H DE~IAJXE: You believe in 
<>!ectric liglit. \Yhy worry about gas? 

Hox. T. J. O'SHEA: I believe that those 
who want electric light should be allowed to 
get it. I do not know that the Bill will be 
the grcrtt acquisition its sponsors seem to 
think Jt will be. I am certainlv in doubt 
about it, and I hone it will n"'t be taken 
in Committee to-night. "o that we may have 
,an opportunity of looking into it. 

The BECRETARY FOR }fiXES : \V e will only 
pass the second readi'lg to-night. 

Box. T. J. O'SHE.\: I am nrenared to 
agree to the second renDing and~ to ._give the 
11mtter further <:onsideration in Committee. 
I may '1y that. if there is anything I can 
.a,, to extend and e<lcourRge the use of 
dectric light iu cYery part of the State, I 
will do my utmost to assist in that direction. 
lt is not many years cmce I pa-,,ed through 
the 'Cnircd Stc.tes of America, and I "as 
surprisc•d to see little villages 'away in the 
wildern-?>S with their mn. electric light plants, 
many of them worked oy water power at a 
merely nominal cost. ,But even where water 
power was not -a.vnilable you would find eyery 
little t\vo-roon1td cottage with on-:~ or two 
electric light bulbF, Why is that not so in 
Queens) and? Bee a mce difficulties are thrown 
.in the way on eyer:- hand. Personally, I feel 
yery ke,only the fact bat I have been pre
vented for nearly seven years from getting 
e!edrie light. The City E'lectric Light Com
pany were prepare-d tr supply the current 
to T'oowong years ago, but they were told 
they had no franchi,e. and they were pre
Yented from gE'tting cne. Any Government 
that pren'l1ts such a useful, healthful. and 
beneficial utility as electric light from being 
supplied t" the public is not doing its duty 
io the !H'Ople of the Slate 

Hon. \V. H. DEllrAIKE: That is the object 
.of this BilL 

Ho:s-. E. \Y. H. Fli\YLES: I happen to 
ki!O\v the reaso111 for thi~ an1endn1ent. and 1 
only rise to cud ea volL..' to Inake clear to one 
or hvo hon. n1e1nb~'rs what the aincnd1nent 
!neans. It refers ou1y to electric light coni· 
panies. It doe.;; not tuuch ga"· con1pan·ies or 
h~ draulic power coi,lp«nies, or an.rthing but 
electric light compa,nies. In the next place, 
under the present Act, where.-er there is an 
electric light comp;ny, unkss that company 
is bought out. a loc;d authority cannot manu
facture electric light. 

The SECRETARY FOl: ::'.~"XES: That holds good 
of a gas company too 

HoN. E. \Y. H. b'O\YLES: Yes. thev ha.-e 
to buy uut the gas '~om;-,ny too. This ,;mend
ment savs that in ;dlV citY where there is an 
electric -light comp~Ey the local authority 
can start and manufaeture and supply electric 
light and power -,vitiwac having to buy out 
the exicting company. 

Hon. W. J. RIORDAX: Don't you think that 
is fair? 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: I express no 
opinion on that. I expressed my opinion 
on it eight months ago, and this is the result. 

Question put and passed. 

The committal of the Bill was made an 
Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

STATE CHILDREN ACT AMENDMENT 
BILL. 

SECOND READING. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Under 
the present Act a child is admitted as a 
State child up to the age of thirteen years, 
but at that -age must be discharged. The 
Act proposes to increase the maximum age 
from thirteen to fourteen years. It' further 
provides that the following words in the 
principal Act, " not exceeding 6s. a week, or, 
in case such child is crippled, invalid, of 
unsound mind, dumb, or blind, at such 
greater rate as the Minister may determine" 
shall be repealed. The principal Act is a 
humane piece of legislation, and this Bill 
is a further step in the direction of looking 
after the unfortunate child who has to be 
tv.ken over by the State, and of further 
ac ,isting the mother or foster mother. I 
think the House might well pass the second 
nading of the Bill without any further ex
planation, -as I am sure it will commend 
itself to everv member of the Chamber be
cause of its 'humanitarian provisions. The 
Bill can be considered in Committee to
morrow, so that hon. members will have 
ample time to study it if they are at all 
suspicious that under this measure we can 
commandeer a ship or start iron works. I 
moYe-That the Bill be no\Y read a second 
time. ' 

Question put and passed. 
The committal of the Bill was made an 

Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

BUNDABERG HARBOUR BOARD ACT 
AMENDMENT BILL. 

SECOND READING. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: This 
Bill is similar to other Harbour Board Acts 
Amending Bills which have been passed by 
this House, and provides for a new franchise 

Hon. A. J. Jones.] 
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for the election of members of the harbour 
board-namely, the local authority franchise. 
It provides that the shires of \Voongarra, 
Barolin, Gooburrum, Isis, Perry, .and Kolan 
shall be entitled to elect one member each, 
and that the city of Bund.aberg shall oo 
entitled to elect two members. The Cairns 
Harbour Board Act and the Townsville 
Harbour Board Act have been altered on 
the same lines, .and this measure will simply 
bring the Bundaberg Harbour Board Act 
into harmonv with those Acts. It is a demo
cratic measure and is not contentious. I 
move-That the Bill be now read a second 
time. 

HoN. C. F. NIELSON: I should like to 
ask the Minister where there has been any 
request for this measure. The first I knew 
of this Bill coming .along was when I saw 
it on the business-sheet. I live in Bunda
bE>rg, and have heard of no demand for the 
Bill. The Bundaberg Harbour Board, the 
Bunclaberg Chamber of Commerce, and the 
Bundaberg Mercantile Association have wired 
me objecting to the Bill. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: \Vhat are their 
grounds of objection? 

Ho);. C. F. :;\I"IELSO'\': I will read their 
tele((rams. The president of the Chamber 
of Commerce wired me as follows-

" Protest against altering Bundaberg 
Harbour Act until principal Act 
amended." 

Mr. A. A. :\Iacgill wired as follows-
" Bundaberg Harbour Board Amend

ing Act not equitable in representation; 
Kolan should be included; but ninf' mem
bers preferable to ten; retirement whole 
board after three-year t<'rm undc,sirable; 
one-third annually preferable." 

Mr. E. T. Amos, chairman of the Mercantile 
.A .. ssociatiDn) \Vi red as follows:-

" Protest against altering Bundaberg 
Harbour Act until principal Act 
amended. Suggest principal Act pro
vid<> for harbour areas giving boards 
power to C'ollect harbour rates in lieu of 
harbour dues; ratepayers then exercising 
votes." 

I have heard no demand for anv alteration 
in the franchise on the lines set· out in this 
Bill, and I have seen nothing about it in the 
ne"'spapers of late. I remember that a few 
year, ago there was some discussion on the 
matter. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: Who has asked for the 
Bill? Who wants the Bill? 

Hox. C. F. NIELSON: I do not know 
who knows. but I do not know. To-dav one 
d the leading members of the Woongarra 
ShirP Council, who is in Brisbane, reminded 
me that there is an alteration being made in 
the shires in that district, which will come 
into effect on the 1st J an nary next, when one 
shire mentioned in the Bill will be abolished. 
The city of Bundaberg is to get two repre
sentatives under the Bill. The Shire of 
Barolin will be abolished on the 1st JanuarY 
next. and will then become part of the Shire 
of vVoongarra. The valuations in the Shire 
of Woongarra will t~en be about 50 per cent. 
more than the valuatwns of rateable property 
in the city of Bundaberg. Therefore, Woon
garra should have more representatives than 
the city of Bundaberg. Woongarra at the 

[Hon. A. J. Jones. 

present time, by reason of its agriculturaL 
product in the shape of sugar, provides, 
pretty well the bulk of the revenue of the· 
harbour board. Altogether, I think the Bill 
might be left over until next year, when the· 
reorganisation of the shires will have been 
effected. 

The SECRETARY FOR :YliNES : There is a pro
vision in the Bill to meet the case of Barolin. 

HoN. C. F. NIELSO:N : That may be so, 
but I maintain that the Shire of Woongarra 
should have \three representatives if the, 
franchise is to be the local authority fran
chise, as \Voongarra will have 50 per cent. 
higher rating responsibilities than Bunda
berg which is given two representatives. 
Pers~nally, I do not object to the Bill, but 
I think there is no demand for it, and that 
it might very well be left over till next 
session. 

Que,tion-That the Bill be now read a 
second time-put; and the Council divided:-, 

CoNTENTS, 13. 

Hon. R. Bedford 
T. C. Beirne 
\V. H. Crampton 
'\V. H. Demaine 
B. Fahey 
A . . T. .Tones 
H. C. Jones 

Hon. H. L]cwelyn 
L. JicDonald 
F. )fcDonnell 
G. Pa~rewHanify 
I. Perel 
,L H. Whittingharn: 

Teller: Hon. H. C. Joncs 

~OT·CO~TENTS, 11. 

Hon. J. CowJ:~haw E.on. C. F. ~iPlson 
G. 8. Curtis T .. T. O'~h·ea 
E. W. H. Fowles A. H. Parnell 
H. L. Groom \Y. ::--t 'phens 
P. J. Leahy H. Turner 
C. F. Jfarks 

Te1!er: Hon. E. \\ .... H. Fowles. 

Resolved in the affirmative. 

The consideration of th2 Bill in Commitke 
v, as made an Order of the Day for to
nlot-ro-w. 

PIL\R:\L\CY BILL. 

SECOND READIXG. 

The SECREL\RY FOR ::\H~ES: This _is 
a Bill to make better provision for the regis
tration of pharmaeeutical chemists, :md. to· 
r<>gulatE' the practice of that professwn. 
Clause 2 repeals the Pharmacy Act of 1884. 

The Bill proYides for the forma
[10 p.m.] tion of a pharmacy board con-

sisting of repre•-cntatives ap
nointed bv the Government and members 
~lert.cd by. the chemists, and a registrar has 
also to be elected. It is a Bill of 31 claqses, 
and ·,• e can pass the secon_d re.ccding_ to-mght 
at:td take the n1easu1·e rn Con1mrttec to
morrow. I rrwYe-That the Bill be now read 
a. second tiuc. 

Hox. \\'. F. TAYLOR: This Bill rcneals 
th•' Pharmacv Act of 1884. Since that date, 
or for 8 pei·iod of thirty-three years, the 
present Act has been in force. The ol? Act 
hae not been a V81'V WOrkable one. rhere 
ar; certain nowers 'Jacking which this Bill 
wiil o-iye the chemists. The Bill is very 
neces,;'e.ry to safeguard ~he public. agatr:st 
impostors. :1\otwithstandmg ~he dlffiCll:tJes 
of the nresent Act, the chemist,; have <tone 
remarb:lbly good work. They _have estab
lished a School of Pharmacy whwh has teen 
in existence for many years, and they have 
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trained a, large number of Yery COllllJdent 
n1en as eh( mi;;,ts. The training \Yhicir thi'3 
,,chool has given th~m is equal to that which 
thev could have obtained in any Stale in 
Au:tralia, and probably equal to that which 
could be obtained in Great Britain. They 
d0,erve everv credit for the work thev have 
done in tra~ning competent men to protect 
the public against mistakes, because the 
occupation or calling of a chemist is a very 
respocbiole one, and one which requires great 
skill in cornpounding drugs, as a n1i ..;take 
ma,y result in fatal consequence,. It is highly 
necessary that tlw;e men should be well 
trained and thoroughly compet2nt in every 
respc "!. This Bill "·ill assist them in carry
ing out their c;ocd work. It has, I know, the 
hearty support of the medical profession. In 
pa sing the Bill t lH' Council will be doing 
what they have never done yet, so far as my 
knowledge r:-oes, and that is they will Eecond 
the efforts of the medica.! profession in doing 
good work. Hitherto they have thwarted the 
medical profession. · 

Hon. P. J. Le• HY: I" that the fault of the 
profession? 

Hox. \Y. F. TAYLOR: It has been the 
fault of the Council. The Bill will to a 
certain c•dcmt sareguard the public against 
imposters and quacks, who, I may say, 
are gro··,·ing up in large numbers in 
this State, and fleece the public in .a 
most outrageous manner, and no steps are 
taken to prevent them from doing .. o. 
Any stL ps which may be tak0n to deal with 
that evil by means of Bills introduced into 
this Chamber are ahvays treated, if not with 
unconeern, at any rate, "'"'ith great '"'--lspirron. 
The power which is given to the Dental 
Board to erase from the r0gister the names of 
persons guilty of misconduct and the po·xer 
given under this Bill to rhemisb to erase 
from the rrgistPr the names of chemists 
guilt:.· of misconduct has always been denied 
to thr' medical profc ·sion. The medical pro
fe><ion ha.ve been working- under an ·Act 
\vhieh was pa.'"'d in 1867-half a cei>tury 
ago. Every effort made by the medical 
profc sion to get power to erase from the 
re.gister the nar-::0 of a 1nedical 1nan guilty of 
misconduct has been thv•:arterl bv the Lcgi•
lature. DLuing all these vears once a man 
gets his name on the medica 1 regi et er \'OU 

cannot get it off. no matt0r what is conduct 
is. \Ve have bad the gr<>atest scoundrels 
practising ~fter being registered and we 
could not intPrfere with them. That has 
been the condition of affa,irs so far as the 
medic;;, I profes, ion is concerned for the Iast 
half-century. I am glad to se~ that this Bill 
will give the chemists po,yer to erafe the name 
of any person guilty of misconduct. ._\s I 
stated, the dentists also have thct pmver, 
and the other day we passed a Bill giving 
the same power to another board. The 
Opticians Bill was passed through this Cham
ber without the slightest regard for the 
wishes and opinions of the medical profes
sion. \Vhen a dh·ision was taken even mem
ber in the Council except two voted in' favour 
of the Bill, although the medical representa
tives were strongly against it. The medical 
members protested strongly that it would be 
better for "he public if opticians were not 
registered, but. in spite of· our protestations, 
and in spite of the protestations of medical 
men in this and the other States, and in 
Great Britain. the body I refer to was 
allowed registration. However, perhaps, 
that is a little outside the subject. The 
only clause of the Bill to which I take 
exception is clause 4, which relates to the 
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composition of the board. Ever since the 
present Act was passed in 1884 the Pharma
ceutical Society have elected their board. 
Under this Bill the Governor will appoint 
four members, and the members of tha 
society three members. The Minister has 
given us no information as to why it is 
proposed to alter the existing arrangement. 
Po:olibly he may give some reason later on. 
It is not a democratic departure, at any rate. 
\Ve claim to bo a democratic community, and 
we want to be treated in a democratic way. 
Every succeeding Home Secretary seems to 
think that the Government should have the 
largest finger in the pie. \Vhy, I don't know. 
So far as mv experience goes, the hvbrid 
boards, half-nominee members and 'half
elected, are ne' er satisfactorT. It is better 
to haV·' them either all elected or all nomi
nated. \Ye have only to refer to our hospitals 
as an illuotn,tion of that fact. The members 
of the Brisbane Hospital Committee were 
partly elected and partly nominated by the 
Govt>rnment for a great many years, but that 
hospital gra.dually got into financial difficulty, 
and e.ventuall:: had to give up. The 
Children's Hospital Committee were ap
pointted wholly by the subscribers, and they 
haye ahva\'s worked well and have alwavs 
been in furlds. The same applies to the Lady 
Bowen Hospital, the Lady Lamington 
Hospital, and other hospitals throughout 
the State. The hospitals with hvbrid 
managmth'nt arc ahvays getting into fin~tncial 
diHiculties, and the mana.gement are always 
at log•icrheads. For those r0asons I would 
like to see the old method of appointing the 
Phaunacy Board pl'C''•Crved in this Bill. As 
f '' r as the other provisions of the Bill are 
ccn<e:'rnecl, I think they are very good. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIXES: I think the 
board prefer this method. 

:Hox. W. F. TAYLOR: I ha.ve only had 
time to cm, ult one rh0mist, and he seemed 
to pri·fDr the old mothod. He said the Home 
Sccrcbry had agreed to introduce a Bill to 
:mend th<' Ad, but he in.isted on this hv,brid 
board. That is what I. was told over the 
telephone to-night, and I think v.e ought to 
h>1ve some more information on the subiect. 
The exatrination of candidates, as hon. 
r<mtlemon will see by a reference to the 
Bill, io, a very strict one, and those who pass 
that examination must be well qualified for 
the ,-·'lrk they claim to do, and will be quite 
diff0 rent from tho.•c who will be registered 
under a Bill which we. passed r·cently. I 
have much pleasure in supporting the Bill, 
and I hope that, with the exceptions I ha.ve 

. mentioned, it will be pacsed without delav. 

Ho:-;. F. :M:cDONNELL: I notice that this 
Bill has avoided many of the objectionable 
clauses contained in Hie Medical Bill that 
we discussed here some y<:trs ago. There 
is one thing I would like some information 
OP. from the Minister. According to the Bill, 
no person but a pharmaceutical chemist is 
allo\ved to sell anything in the nature of a 
·drug. with the exception of retail store
keepers, who are allowed to sell patent medi
cines. Will this Bill prevent an herbalist 
from selling herbal remedies? Herbalists, I 
understand, have to pass a,n examination. 

The SrrrRETARY FOR MINES : The Bill as it 
stands will do that, but I intend to move an 
amendment in Committee which, I think, 
Yill meet with the approval of hon. member&: 

Ho:-;. F. McDO:\TNELL: That will satisfy 
me. 

Hon. F. McDonnell] 
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HoN. C. F. MARKS: I do not wish to 
repeat the arguments l:' x! bv the Hon. Dr. 
'l,aylor, us i-ho rnattcr can b~ dealt with in 
Comn1ittc•c\ I s!n1ply v-ish to say that I an1 
in £a;-our Df thP- Bill. 

Hox. E. W. H. FO\VLES: The pharnca
ceutical ~hemists of Queensland mav be con
gTatubtcd on thi"' Bill. It i, ·' Bilf that has 
?een shelved more than once. It was brought 
rn son1e yP~r~, ago, and was brought in in 
the last wcrk of the Parliament. It is 
brought in a::;ain in tho last week of this 
Parliament. The Bill removes two or three 
objections that. we had in connection with 
the present Act. This present Bill does not 
refer to whok•cet!e chemists, and does not 
refer to medical practitioner·, and it also 
removes the other obj c• tion we had in regard 
tc. the retail storekeeper, not being allowed 
to sell p. tent me-dicines. It not only enabl~s 
the board to get a vite.l grip on the adminis
tration of their societv. but it also enacts 
that there must be a certifi<:>d pharmaceuti
cal chemist in every shop that sells drugs. 
That is the moPt vital clause in the whole 
Bill. The only other matter that has been 
brought to m;, notice is the fact that the 
Bill will cut iwrbalists out of a living. but 
1 understand the 2\finister is going to bring 
m an amendment in regard to that. The 
chemists can be congratulated on this Bill, 
and I hope it will be passed. 

Que·ction put and passe-d. 

The consideration of the Bill in Committee 
was made an Order of the Day for to
morrow. 

PAPER. 

The following paper was laid on the table 
and ordered to be printed:-

Award as of the twentieth da v of =" o
·vember. 1917. relating to {>ngineers 
engaged in the dredge service at Bl·is
bane. 

FmD.lY SITTIXG. 

The SECRETARY FOR 3\.IINES moved
That this Council. at its rising, do adjourn 
until 2 o'rlock p.m. to-morrow. 

Queotion put and passed. 

ADJO"CRNMENT. 

The SF.CRETARY FOR MINES: I beg . 
to move-That this Council do now adjourn. 
'l'he business to-morrow will be the adoption 
of the rcnort of the Select Committee on the 
:ilvlount i\Iollov Railwa v, the resumption of 
the second re.ading debate on the Chillagoo 
and Ethcridgc Railwa;: c Bill, the Committee 
stages of the Public ·works Land Resm p
tion Act Amendment Bill, Local Authorities 
Act Amendment Bill, State Children Act 
.\mcnclment Bill, Bundabc•rg Harbour Board 
Acts Amendment Bill, Pharma-cy Bill. and 
Clermont Flood Relief Act Amendment Bill, 
to be followed b'.' the second readiug of the 
Succession and Probate Duties Acts Amend
ment Bill, and the Stamp Act Amendment 
Bill. 

Question put and passed. 
The Council adjourned at twenty-five 

minute:> past 10 o'clock p.m. 

Llion. C. F. Mark8. 

Supply. 




