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Adjournment.

[ASSEMBLY.] Supply.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

THURSDAY, 29 NOvVEMBER, 1917.

The Sreaxer (Hon. W. XMeCormack, Cairns)
took the chair at half- p'ht 3 o'clock.

QUESTION.
CosT oF REDBANK PrArvs Stiare SCHOOL.

Mr. SWAYNE (Miraniy asked the Secre-
tary for Public Instruction—

‘1. What was the cost of erection and
addition to the Redhank Plains State
Bchool ¢

2. What was the estimated cost by
departmental officers ?

3. What was the actual cost?

“4, Was it contract or day labour?”

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION (Hon. H. F. Hardacre,
(Leichhardt) replied—

1. Total cost of State school and resi-
g%nce, including extra works, £1,399 3s.
d.

“2. £1,392 17s.

“3. See answer to gquestion 1.
“4, Day labour.”

PAPER.

The follewing paper, laid on the table, was
ordered to be printed:—

Award, as of twentieth day of November,
1917, relating to engineers in the em-
ploy of the Treasurer of Queensland
engaged in the dredge service at Bris-
bane.

SUPPLY.

RESUMPTION OF COMMITTEE.
(Mr. Bertram, Marce, in the chair.)
AGRICTLTURE AND STOCK.
CHIEF OFFICE.

Question again stated—That £21,511 be
granted for "Agrlcultme and Stock—Chief
Office.”

Hox. J. TOLMIE (Zoowoomba): He «e-
sired to congratulate the 3inister on the very
exeellent report made by his department.
One of the features of the department was
that cach vear a veport was submitted that
was practically as gosd as a text beok in
regard to a great many subjects. The amount
of inicrmation nwen to the public was of
resl ch it. and he felt certain that those
who kept the annual rveport: and went
through them would find that their time was

well apent. The genersl summary in the
iniroduciory part, prepared by the Under

Secreta was of very great value indeed.
He had Jaken the trouble to go through the
reports, and he felt that the work of the de-
partment was being carried on in an cfficient
manner with the-amount of money at their
disposal.  Although he did not always agree
with everything that was being done, never-
theless he found that there was an endeavour
to maintain a high standard with the amount
of money provided. The department had
not beea over-supplied with money during
the regime of this or any other Government.
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The Agricultural Department, to a very great
extent, was a losinzg department, because a
very large smouant of experimental work was
carried on. which was dear work immedi-
ately, but beneficizl to the community as a
whole. :

Ar. Bailey, who had gene to take charge
of the sardens in South Australia. was cor-

tainle o Dbig loss to Queensland. (Hear,
hear!) He was regarded threughout the

whole of the Commonwealth as an officer of
very grear value. He remembered talking
with the curator of the Adelaide gardens—
Mz, Holfze, a botanist of high attainments,
who told him that the Governmest had asked
him to nawme his successor, because he was
getting to thst age when he might have to
retire or might die. Fle told them that
there was only one person he would like to
see succeed him in South Australia, and that
was Mr. J. F. Bailey, of Brisbane. He con-
#idered him rthe most efficient botanist in the
Commonwealth. There were certain attrac-
tions in South Australia to Mr. Bailey, be-
cause his grandfather laid out the botanic
gardens there, 'and his father—he did not
know whether Mr. Bailey himself was born
in South Australia—had much to do with
the Adelaide gardens, just as he had much
to de with the gardens here. 'To some extent,
therefore, South Australia was like home to
him. They had lost a verr good officer, but
Le went through the gardens very frequently,.
and he believed that Mr. Bick., who was
filling his plage, was doing good work and
was a very good officer,

The SecRETARY FOR AcrictrTrre: They
have never loocked so well at any time in
their history.

Hox. J. TOLMIE: He had never known
the gardens, look 0 well as they were at the
present time, but that was largely due to
the seasons. He did not mean to depreciate
Mr. Bick’s services when he said that. He
poticed that there had been some subdivision
of the work of instruction in the department.
An officer had been sent to take charge of
the Cntral district, and experimental sta-

s had been started at Townsville, where
Governmwent hoped to inake an agricul-
tural arca.

The SrcRETARY FOR AGRICTLTURE: We shall
encourzge them to try it

Hox. J. TOLMIE: e hoped the efforts
wouid be successful.  Unfortanately, poople
in the North had not taken very much to
axricnltural pursuits, except where they de-
voted their attention in the coastal districts
although in the highlands about

~
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Chi Towers there was a tendency to go
in for maizegrowing and dairying., He be-
lieved that just #s Gympie had been trans-

formed, #0 would Charters Towers be trans-
formed, although. perhaps, not to the same
extent.  Another innovation was the appoint-
ment of a poultry expert. Scme wears ago
& poultrr expert was tried, and for a num-
ber of years went about most assiduously
endeavouring to lay the foundation of a
great industry, but the people did not seem
©3 placs much confidence in it, and hiz efforts
were ot a great success. They sent home
two or three shipments of birds, but the
Gueensiand farmers would not grow the bird
that was required for the HKnglish market,
and consequently did not get the price that
was paid even for a bird not so weighty as
the one sent home.

Mr. May: What bird do vou recommend?

[28 NovEMBER.]
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Hox. J. TOLMIE: In the Englich markes
they reguired birds with white flesh and
legs, unless they had chansed in the last
vear cor two. It was uct the fault of the
expert that the industry did not go ahead.

Perhaps some members who were more in-
terested—practically interested—would take
up the question of the wheat pool. He
noticed that the Jinister was not getting
back an amount of the money which he ad-
vanced to the farmers. and when reading
over the roport it occurred to him that if
the Goverrment would allow the farmers to
finance  themselves az the Government
financed themsalves, it would probably be
mutually satisfactory. Why not allow the
farmers to issuc ten years’ debentureg? It
was a good way of financing., and was used
by the Government in buying their stations
and other things.

The SBECRITARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Surely
vou must recognisze that there is a difference
between the poor farmer and the Govern-
ment !

Hox. J. TOLMIE: There was a difference.
That was why the farmers should have the
advantage of issuing debentures. He would
allow the butter business to be dealt with
by the hon. member for Draxton; there was
only one point he would like to stress. It
seemed to him that the Agricultural Depart-
ment—he hoped the Xinister would take it
in good part—had not shown the same
degree of smartness in dealing with the
Imperial Department as the meat pecople.
It was pointed out in evidenes the other
day that thosc who had charge of the meast
business had the British Government to the
tune of something like £19,000. He noticed
that there had been some dealings between
the department and the British Govern-
ment, and whether they had been able to
have the British Government to the tune
of £19,000 or any part thereof he was not
prepared to say. Perhaps the hon. member
for Aubigny would be able to enlighten
them. One matter he was much interested
in was that part of the report dealing with
prickly-pear. He noticed the Government
went in for some elaborate experiments,
dealing with the feeding of stock on prickls-
pear, Ther dealt with the dairy cow 1o
seo if it would produce milk or butter fat.
They dealt with sheep, and they dealt with
the calves. After all their work they had
to report a great failure. It appearcd that
the animals that were fed upon prickly-pear

were very much like the Gogvernment’s cus-

tomers at their various railway stations.
YWWhen people went into the refreshment-

rooms at the railway stations to get a cup
of tea they had to disguise the taste of the
tea by putting in a superabundance of
sugar. It was the same with the prickly-
pear. They had to mix it with cther {oods
in order to make it palatable to the animuals
which fed on it. It was particularly dis-
testeful to the dairy stock and the voung
stock.  If thex looked at the illustrations
in the report showing the cattle which were
fed on prickly-pear ther would «ee that the
pear had not been a suceess, If they looked
at the illustration of the sheep they would
see that the sheep presented a bold front
at first, but after feeding for seven months
on prickly-pear they seemed to be somewhat
downeast in appearance. Anyone looking at
pictures 2, 3, and 4 would bear out what he
said. There was some valuable information

Hon. J. Tolmie.]
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given in the report by the various in-
structors. There was one good article in
the veport which his limited time prevented
him from reading to the Committece. e
referred to the article on “ Co-operation”
on puage 24 of the report. It indicated that
during the past twelve months co-operation
had been a signal failure in the department.
The Queensiand farmers must go in for co-
operation if they were going to succeed. He
trusted if the present Minister was in charge
during next year that he would be able to
report that he had overcome the difficulfies
with regard to co-operation, and that the
farmers were taking more kindly to it

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: What
are the difficulties, in your opinion?

Hod J. TOLMIE: He was not there to
give a dissertation on the difficulties. Ie
was there to point out the strong points and
the weak points in the administration of the
department.

The NECRETARY FOR
are no weak points,

Hox. J. TOLMIE: He had endeavoured
to deal gencrously in regard to the adminis-
tration of the department. With regard to
native bears, he thought he could leave that
matter to the hon. member for Carnarvon
to deal with, Therc was some intcresting
veferences in the report to horses and also
to fruit culture. They were both well worth
reading. They had an onthusiast at the
head of the Fruit Department, and if it
were possible for things to be improved
they would be improved under the dircetion
of the fruit expert. Some years ago, instead
of being allowed only tweuty-five minutes
to deal with the Agriculturval report, thes
used to take the whole day over it. Excel-
leni work was dome for Quecnsland by the
exporis of the department. Good work weas
done by the dairy expert, entomologist,
wool expert, and others in the Stock De-
partmeoeat.

Mr, CORSER (Burnett): He was sorry
he could nct compliment the Minister on
ai weressed vote. They were always of
the opinion that the vote for Agriculture
could be increased considerably. There was
no branch of industry in Queensland, with
the exception, perhaps, of the Mines De-
partment, which required inore assistance
from the Government than the Agricultural
and Steck Department. They should give
every assistance they could to the men on
the land to make their conditions comfort-
able. A lot of assistance could be given
them by imparting the scientific knowledge
to be found in the department. The heads
of the various branches should be sent round
the country to instruct the people, and their
services should be made available in the
freest possible manner. He knew that the
instructors had been moving about more
than they had done for years. -If they
wanted to develop the agricultural indus-
tries on scientific lines, they could only do
it by increasing the possibility of produc-
tion where there was productibn to-day.
They should encourage the improvement of
stock, particularly the dairy herds. and
teach the farmers that there was something
in pedigree. Pedigree to the stockbreeder
was like the signboards on the country road
which showed the travellers which way to
go. In all production there were two ways
of doing a thing, a right way and a wrong,
and it was only br scientific knowledge that
the producer could be directed along the

[Hon. J. Tolmie.

Agrictrrure: There

[ASSEMBLY.]
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right lines. e noticed that the instructorss
in cheesemaking, and the dairy instructors,
had been making tests right throughout the
dairyving districts. They had examined many
dairy herds on the farms, and were teaching
the dairymen how to use the Babcock tester.
They found that in many districts in the
southern part of Queensland which were
previously devoted to cancgrowing had now
reverted to dairy farming. North Dillarnil
was one place that was mentioned in the re-
port, and they were successfully producing
cream in that district at the present time
and supplying the factories, and the condi-
tions of the people there were muech better-
and more comfortable than they had been
in the past. Ther had also at their disposal
4 very eminent professional man in the
person of the Government Entomologist, and
also the Vegetable Pathologist, but he did
not think the services of those gentlemen were
availed of to the fullest extent.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : They are
overworked.

Mr., CORSER: Probabir they were over-
worked in a technical way, because they were
kept in the vaults of the Agricultural De-
partment, surrounded by all the microbes
that had Deen imported into Queensland.
He did not know whether the services of those
gentlemen could be availed of, as if they
could they should be allowed to lecture in
the rural communitics on various diseases.

The SECRETARY FOR  AGRICTLIURE: Mr.
Pound is ocut on that mission now.

IIr. CORSER: My, Pound was out on a
different line altogether. He was referring
to the diseases of plants and pests, and if
the experts swere allowed to go out and
lecture on them, it would be intercsting and
beneficial to the State. Mr. Pound was lock-
ing after another institution, but his ser-
vices could best be availed of if he were at
his post.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Suppose
an application comes from your district for
Mr. Pound to lecture there, and I refuse
on the grounds you mention, what will you
way ?

Mr. CORSER: If an application came
from his district for Mr. Pound’s services it
would be to get some information for the
prevention of the los« of stock through black-
leg.  The only stuff they could get at pre-
sont was from the late Carl Zoeller Com-
pany. One would have thought that the
Government wonld certainly have something
to prevent blackleg. At the Yeercngpilly
institution they had 2 man whose qualifica-
tions should enable him' to carry on that
branch of scientific knowledge.

The SeCRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
does.

Mr, CORSER: To no degree of use. He
did not have the confidence of the stock-
owner. They should receive more assist-
ance from the State institutions, and they
should be able to get all the vaccines they
wanted for-innoculation purposes. Some time
ago they had an eminent man—DNMr. Dodds
—at the head of that branch, but he had
gone now, not through any fault of the pre-

sent Government, but throngh the

[4 p.m.] late Government. He did not

want to say anything against Mr.
Pound, but he could say that as far as the
other gentleman was concerned, when he left
the State, Queensland lost an opportunity
of getting the services of one of the world’s

So he
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~most eminent men in that direction. He
-established the Yeerongpilly experiment
station, and started the propagation of all
vaccines that were necessary. He also
started a scientific method of dealing with
-liseases in stock right throughout the State.
When he left, this business went down to
zero. He suggested that the Minister should
give his attention to that branch of his
department, as with stock at the huge price
they were fetching, there was a wide field
for his best endeavours, and he hoped that
the hon. gentleman would be successful in
preventing the losses which had previously
occurred through the absence of antidotes or
vacsines when they were necessary.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTTRE: I think
we have all the vaceines wi want.

Mr. CORSER: Not all. The Minister and
officers of the department had not the con-
fidence of the people which would cnable
thers to use these vaccines.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICLUTT T :
we have; full cenfidence,

Mr. CORSER: Unfortunately, ther dis-
-agreed in that. Then there was another im-
portant matter in this branch of the depart-
ment—that was tuberculosis in stock. When
stock were so valuable as they were to-day
it was a difficult thing to tackle, but there
was no repson why thev should not bring
about an approved system of dairy stoclk,
and see that disease was not disseminated.
He did not mean that they were going to
vietimise people by killing tlieir valuable
stock, but they had means at their disposal
to assist fuzrmers to propagate hewlthy herds.
He understood that they had a healthy
herd at the college to-day, having brought
it up-to-date. He sincerels hoped that the
Minister during the short time at his dis-
posal would do something in the direction
of increasing the possibilities of the Agri-
cultural Department. There were plenty of
sotriers in the back blocks who would be
pleased to receive any tuition which the
paid experés of the State could give them.
He boped the Minister would take them off
the old beaten tracks.

The SErEBTARY FOR AGRICULYTRE: I have
taken them off the old beaten track, and
vou know it.

Mr. CORBER: To a greater extent than
he had, and that he would arrange for the
cexperts fo visit the newer sottiors.

Tho  SeECRETARY ¥om  ACRICULTCRD: The
very thing we ere doing—the experimental
“plots.

Mr. CORSER: The experimental plots in
a number of distriets have been of use to
the farmers, but thire were many outlying
areas 10 which the cxperts eould visit the
settlers and instruct them. The Srate would
have everything to gain from thut work, as
produciion would increace, and the railways
would benefit. The fusther out the people
in the bush were situated the greater atten-
tion they should have. He hoped the Mini:-
ter would take his remarks in the spirit thew
were offered, and sece that improvement wes
made in the directions he had indicated.

Mr. BEBBINGTON (Drayton): The
‘honour board of the department contuining
seventy-three names was certainly a credit
to the department. showing that nmmny good
men had left the department to do their
duty in the defence of Australia. The Agri-

«zultural Departments were the most important

Oh vos,
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food-producing departments in Australia. If
thev took the Agricultural Departments ous
of the Australian primary productions there
would not be very much left. That was
why this department was entitled to more
consideration than what was usually given
to it, either by this or previous Govern-
ments. He contended that no Government
in Queensland had ever given the attention
which it ought to have done to the Agricul-
tural Department. Probably through the
war more than anything else prices were
now on what might be called a fair basis
for the dairymen, and to-day they were able
to make a living wage. They were not
getting war prices.

Mr. Carrter: You are getting less than
you were getting last year.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: The hon. member
was talking about something he Lnew
nothing about. Butter was fixed at 15Is.
a cwit. or something like that. The highest
price that the Government took butter at
was 143s., but the price ruling at that time
in London was 230s. Th=t butter was all
graried very mnicely by their agricultural
experts, but unfortunately, for some reason
or other—perhaps the Minister could tell
them—the butter was not sold according to
grade, but all in a heap, as if they were
glad to get rid of it.

Myr. Carigr: Not true.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: He was not going
to say it was not true, but there it was. If
the Minister said that that butter was sold
on its grade, he should take the Minister's
word, but he was quite sure that the butter
was graded by their dairy experts before
it left here, and epparently the returns
seemed to show that it was all sold at one
price.

Mr. Joxes: It was sold on trial. You
know that the buiter producers in Queensland
would prefer the butter being sold that way.

Mr. BEBBINGTCON: He knew plenty
which had been graded second class here
and sold as first class in England. TPerhaps
the flavour might alter in two or three
months. The hon. member was an expert
and could give them some valuable informa-
tion with regard to butter. Butter in the
cld cenntrs went up to 500s. a cwt about
six weeks ago.

The SECRETARY FOR
didn’t you wmet that price for it?
asking me why I didn’t get it

Mr. BEBBINGTON : Unfortunately. while
it was at that price in London ther had none
in the market. When Danish butter sold at
£25 a cwt. that chowed what the condition
was in Fugland., There was one thing he
disagreed with in the Minister’s report
that was with regard to the distribution of
the proits. He hoped that the Minister
would admit kst he took that butter on trust.

The SPCRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: No: 1
bought it.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: The Minister com-
pelled the people to sell butter to him at
149s. which was worth 220s. in London.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: It was
not worth anything of the sort.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: The Minister ad-
mitted that he bought the butter. He was
going to give the Minister the credit for
having taken it on trust: that he had taken
the butter and held it in trust for the

Mr. Bebhington.)

AGRICTLTURE: Why
You are
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factorics, giving them an advance on it and
agreeing to pay them the balance when the
bhutter was sold to the best advantage.
Minister now admitted that he bought it.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Bought
it and paid for it on the spot.

Mr. BEBBINGTON : They knew that not

a single factory in Queensland sold that
butter willingly. Would managers of fac-
tories be foolish enough to sell butter at

149s. to the Minister which was worth 220s.
in England, and which only cost 2ls. to
gend forward? If thev carried on business
in that way they would soon get to bank-
rupter. They had business men in the fac-
tories who had been in the industry for many
vears and had a grip of the conditions.
They objected to butter being taken over
by men who knew nothing whatever about
the business. There was this much to be
said, that owing to good scasons they could
produce butter at one-tenth of the cost at
which it was yproduced when the Queensland
Government seized it. At the time the Min-
ister seized the first lot of butter, he would
guarantce that plenty of it cest 8s. or Us. a
Ib. to produce.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : That dis-
counts all your statements.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Let them buy feed
at £15 per ton, which he had to do, and they
would see what 1t cost to produce butter.
With labour and everything else that butter
was costing practically 10s. per b, to produce.
The dairymen in Brisbane admitted that the
cost of producing wmilk was 7d. per quart,
which would be 2s. 4d. per gallon, and it took
24 gallons of milk to produce 1 1b. of butter.
Then, there were the taxes and other things
to consider. He was only giving the food
cost. The Minister knew perfectly well that
the farmers paid him on the average about
£10 per ton for feed.

Mr. WrIR: You said £15 before.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: He had paid £15
and £16. Now that they had a good season
and were able to produce more cheaply,
the Federal Government was paying the same
price for the butter as the Queensland Go-
vernment did in the drought. In those times
the farmer did not get 50 per cent. of the
cost of production, and now he was only
getting a fair living wage. The Minister
said he bought the butter, If he did, he
bought it compulsorily, and it was a forced
profit. Then, they talked about British free-
dom. Yet they compulsorily took half a
man’s living. The Minister admitted that
he took it.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICTLTURE: I don’t
admit it. I positively” deny that I took it.
T bought it.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: When a man came,
with the power of the Staite behind him. and
said that a thing which a person had worth
£200 he was going to talke for £148, what
weas 1t but highway robbery? They might
just as well say to a man who had £200 in
the bank that they were going to take it
and give him £180. Tt was the very same
thing as to take a farmer’s produce at two-
thirds its price. He objected to that word
“profit.”” It was not profit. Their factories
always paid a certain amount and left a
small suvplus, which was carried forward as
a deferred payment. If the Minister had put
« deferred payment ” instead of “profit’ in
his report he would have been correct. It
was merely a deferred payment. Referring

[Mr. Bebbington.

[ASSEMBLY.]
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to the prickly-pear experiments, they knew
just as much now as when they started.
There was no doubt that if the department,
before they expefimented, knew what other
reople knew, they would not have asked the
people to spend so much money.

Then there was the cattle tick question.
He wanted to congratulate the inspector—
Mr. Folev—who had done a lot of valuable
and verv difficult work. He was onc of those
who believed that the tick stopped in a
certain district only so long as people would
let it. e was quite positive that when the
people made up their mind to get rid of the
tick out of the district it had to go. He
was certain that if a distriet was quarantined
and no ticky stoek was allowed to go into
that district, and ail the cattle owners in
that district were compelled to dip their
cattle for a cortain time, the $icks would
very soon be extinet in that distriet. He
had watched it very carefully, and had secen
a district in the beginning of those experi-
ments. There was too much red tape alto-
gether among the inspectors until Mr. Cory
came along. Men in isolated placss had been
compelled to drive their ticky stock through
thickly inhabited and clcan places to a dip;
te dip them there and then take them back.
Anybody who knew anything about ticks in
cattle knew perfectly well that when the
cattle began to get heated and perspiration
se= in, the ticks dropped off. He had always
advocated that instead of quarantining the
whole district, that one particular farm
where the outbreak was should be quaran-
tined. and they should not allow a beast to
gc off that place, but should compel the
owner to clean them to the satisfaction of the
inspector before he was allowed to move any
stock. He believed that those were the means
which Mr. Cory had adopted. Those who
had met Mr. Cory believed that the depart-
ment had that question very much at heart,
snd in Mr. Cory they had a really first-class
officer and a man who understoed his busi-
ness.

Ho uoticed in the report some remarks
abont wheat. He believed that co-operative
pools or joint stock co-operative companies
were the only means which they had at hand
for the farmers to get a reasonable price for
their preduce. If the farmers were all poor
and in need of money, and they sent their
stuff down to market and sold it at half
price, thay werc always going to be poor.
Omne thing that had done a lot of good was
the Queenszland Cheese Manufacturers’ Asso-
ciation, He did not say that the agent who
cot his percentage for selling did not earn
it. Very often. where they paid him up to
5 per cent., it would cost them more if they
had to do it themselves. He was entitled to &
cortain amount o long as there was no
cambling and dealing in produce. The mer-
chant helped them to get rid of their stock,
and they welcemed him.” When the Oueensland
Cheese  Manufacturers’  Association  was
formed there were about fourteen co-opera-
tive cheese factories in Queensland. and they
were nearly all on the starving point; they
could not sell their stock, and their stores
were filled. Twenty-five per cent. of their
stuff was ruined through there being no
markets. Now there was no such thing. He
believed that there were now between eighty
and ninety co-operative factorles m Queens-
land. Just as the worker and everyone else-
had done—just as the storekeeper did—the
producers had to join together and set a
living wage upon their produce, and he had:
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to hold it until he got it.
vcay in which he w
He knew that members on the other side
vanted cheap food.  Tven members repre-
senting farming distriets, like the hon. mem-
ber for Port Curtis, who would sell his
electors any time, and had sold them over
and over again.

The CHATIRMAN : Order! Ownder!

My, COLLINS: T rise to a point of order.
Is the bon. member in order in saying that
the hon. member for Port Curtis would sell
his electors at any time?

The CHAIRMAN: He is not in order. I
ask him to withdraw the expression.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: He would withdraw
that and he would say that that member was
always quite willing to hand over his
farmers’ labour cheaply to the cities. He
waos always taking the side of the cities.

Mr. CARTER:

That was the only
ing te gt a lemrr

That is not true.

. BEBBINGTON : There was one thing
ht v thd to say in regard to tuberculosis.
He was very pleased that the Minister had
not gone any further in that matter, because
he thought that the ecity councils and the
city authorities should use every means to
clear up their own back vards before they
allowed the slaughter of ‘their cattle. He
had scen back vards in the city which were
kept disgracefullv. and where many horses,
practically speaking, were living, if not
under the house. very near it. Until their
own back yvards were cleaned up it was un-
reasonable to slsughter cattle because they
thousht they had tuberculesis. He was glad
ty sav that the Qucensland cattle were the
healthiest cattle in the world, chiefiyv on
account of the outdoor life which they led.
(Ironical Government laughter.) Members
on the other side did not seem to know that
the milking cows in the old countries spent
soeven monthz: of the vear in the stable.
Those things scemed to be a revelation to
them. That was the kind of ignorance with
which they had t» put up.

The bell indicated that the hon. member’s
time had expired.

Mr. MORGAN (Murilta): He wanted to
refer to the assistance given by the Agricul-
tural Department to fa11nor< for the purpose
of encouraging the growth of wheat in
Queensland. During the past twelve months
it had not been equul to that given by the
Agricultural Department during the previous
twelve months, and, in fact, bv the previous
Government.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULITURE:
not true.

Mr. MORGAN: He thought it was abio-
Iutels correct, and he thought he would be
able to prove it hefore he sat down.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTTRE :
selling more wheat: and we gave
which they «did not give at all.

Mr. MORGAN: When the war first broke
cut the Denham Geovernmoent decided to
encourage the growth of wheat and food-
stuffs so that their own requirements would
be fulfilled as well as having a surplas with

That is

We are

fodder,

which to supply the British Empire if
necessary. At that time a drought did not
cxist. The Denham Government decided to
give assistance to the wheatgrowers, and
they " devised a scheme which was very
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satisfactory so far as it went at that particular
period.  Unfortunately, after the farmers
had received that assistance and that sced

wheat from the Denham Govern-
[4.20 p.m.] ment, a drought cccurred and the

1915 crop was a complete failure.
In the ploughing season of 1816, the present
Government decided to follow in the foot-
steps of the Denham Government, hut unfor-
tunately they discontinued that assistance at
a time when it would have enzbled the
farmers to grow wheat which would have
been harvesting at the present moment. He
had interviewed the Ministey and presented
a petition, signed by a number of farmers in
his district desirous of continuing wheat-
growing, but unfortunately the Minister de
cided to turn them down and refused to give
them any help or assistance whatever. The
excuse made by the Minister would not bear
the light of day. if they analysed it. He
said that in his belief. o ‘ing to the season,
it was inadvisable for ‘the Government to
1d\ance seed wheat because the farmer
should be able o buy for himself. He also
stated that it was not advisakle that the
wheatgrowers of Quecnsland should grow a
grcat deal of wheat during the coming vear,
owing to the fact that a glut existed in
other parts of Ausfralia, and if Queensland
went in for extensive cultivation of wheat
she would be only adding to the glut. He
thought the 2linizter and those representing
farming electorates who zupported him must
agree that he was on wrong ground when he
1)ract1(’111v cave out to the farmers of Queens-
land that it was not advisable to grow wheat.

The SECRETARY ¥OR AGRICULTURE: I said
that in view of the quantity of wheat that
was stacked and rotting it was time for me
to take a stand and not distribute wheat in
the face of those conditions.

Mr. MORGAN: Notwithstanding that
members on the other side were standing on
the public platform and telling the people
that they could hetter afford to grow wheat
and foodstuffs than send men to the front,
the Minister told the farmers that it was not
zdvisable for them to grow wheat.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: There
are millions of bushels stacked in New South
Wales that they cannot shift.

Mr. MORGAN: And yet the Minister
would get up on the public platform during
the next weelr snd tell the people of Aus-
tralia to vote “No.” because they could be
better employed in sending foods stuffs. They
knew that, so far as Queemland was con-
corned., thev had not vet srown mwore than
one-third of their requirements.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: We have
grown more than one-third—one helf

Mr. MORGAN: Ven little more than one-
third: one-half if the wheat had beea milled,
hut last rear a great qufmtlfj‘ was spoilt by
the weather and was not fit for human con-
sumption. Notwithstanding that, the Minis-
ter would sooner see the monew 2o out of
the State into other portions of Australia for
the purpose of bringing wheat back hele
for our own people. The Minister and his
farming supporters might admit that he
made a bloonier when he gave that advice.

Mr. O’SvrLivax: What did your leader,
Mr. Hughes, tell the apple-growers in Tas.
mania?

Mr. Morgan.]
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Mr. MORGAXN: That did not concern
him; what he was concerned about was what
the l\IIIIIStQA, in his official capacity, told the
people of Queensland.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: I said T
‘was not going to distribute seed, and I am
glad 1 did not.

Mr. MORGAN: He thought the whole
State would admit that he made a silly mis-
take by not supplying that wheat, because
at the present time they were havmcr what
might be termed a fine season in some < locali-
ties in Queensland.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
season for wheat.

Mr. MORGAN: That remark showed that
the Minister was not kept advised as to the
conditions. He could speak for his own
district, where, had the Minister gn en those
poor farmers the wheat they asked for, they
would have had a bumper cvop. If nothmo
happened in the next fortnight they were
going to strip the best crop thov had had.
He himself had wheat in and his arop was
the best he had grown in tern years’ experi-
ence.  They admitted that the rain +was
generally late, but owing to the falls since
then the crops had gone ahead by leaps and
bounds, and 1f the Minister was posted as to
what was really happen ng he would know
that therc was going fo he a Coneidvra hle
quantity harvested
would me:t like
this vear than last. .Xt any mto the Minis-
ter failed in his obligation to the settler.
He asked him (Mr. Morgan) to supply him
with the names of these who required wheat,
and the official reply was as follows:—

*“8ir,—Relative to the pefition for-
srded by vou and other settlers in the
Tara distriet, asking that a quantity of
seed wheat o3 set acmmat the names of
those who signed the petition mayv be
supplied by “this depariment for the
coming season, the Minister has desired
me to inform yvou that the Government,
having considered the matter, has decided

A bad

thet the distribution of seed wheat for
ti:s planting cannot be enisrtained. The
seaton is a0 good that it is thought

arrangements can be made by the growers
themselves.

“Be good enough to inform the other
signatories to the petition accordingly.”
That letter was signed by the Under Secre-
tary. and was da the 28th March, 1917
After the drought bad broken. a few weaks
or wthe s the ease mlﬁ‘)* i every
farnier lost overy bit of tock ho nessessed,
wher. he had no mesns of making mones,
when he Lad any amount of grass but no
stock, the Minister vaid, “ Ow the gnod
season the farmer ought to be able to find
the money to buy seed wheat,” That after a
drought, when the fariner had lwecosne in-
debted to the storekeeper as far as he would
let him! Wher the Denham Government
initizted the scheine they did not trouble
whether the farmer could buy it or not.
Ther adonisd a schesue for the rmrhose of
assisting the cultivation of wheat with =
view to making Quecenzland a self-contained
State so far »s wheat was concerned. nnd alse
with a view to having a surplus which might
be shipped to other parts of the world. The
1ep01t of the department told them that, with
the (’\(‘\‘Dthll of Tasmania, Queensland was
capable of growing a larger quantity to_the
acre than any other State in Australia, Had
the Minister followed the scheme, on which

[3r. Morgan
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he agreed the first year he was 1n office, at
the pleqent time they would be most llkely
carting into Brisbane and other places large
quantities of wheat, which would have
assisted the Railway Department to make
itself a profitable concern, done away with
the necewity of bringing wheat from the
Southern States, and in every way added
considerably to the prosperity of the State.
The Minister said, in the first place, that
owing to the good season the farmer should
be able to finance himself. He went further,
and in an interview with the representatives
of the Press was reported as follows : —
“The Minister for Agriculture (Mr.
Lennon) stated vestwrday that many
letters had becn roceived hy the rlepart—
ment inquiring whether it was its inten-
tion tc discontinue the system of d]ntu—
buting see ' whest, ‘In view of the fact,’
he said. ‘that thero is already a glut of
wheat in the Southern market. which
wheat cannot possibly be shipved owing
to Hlo disruption of shipping facilities
caused by the war, it would appear that
the present is an inopportune time to
distribute wheat in fhl\\ State and theseby
add to the =urplus in the market. More-
over. the abnorma! seascn that we are
oxpeuercmrr should render it unnecessary
for wheatgrowerz to apply for Govern-
ment assistence, which in the pust has
been accorded only 1n bad seasons caused
by drought or other adverse circum-
stene The high prices heing main
tained for sugar, butter. cheese, beef,
mutton. and wool—the primary products
of the State—should enable the man on
the land to get through the present verr
Wlthout special Government assistance,
particularly as such assistance may only
add to the congestion of the wheat sup-
pliss already existing in Australia.””

The S|ECRETARY FOR AGRICTLTURE: I reneat
every word of that now.

Mr. MORGAN: He was very glad the
inister did not denw it, hecause the farmers
be able to judge, and likewise those
~d in farming. He stated—which was
tstement, as it could be

proved—

“ Moreover. the abnormal season that
we are experiencing should render it
nnuecessary for wheatgrowers to anply
Government assistance w hich in the
<t had 17001 areorded only in bad
sons eaussd by d ouzht or other ad-

+ circumstancas.”
He w the+ that wus not so, because the
year 1614, when ke Depham Government
instituiod the scheme for the purpose of en-
couraging whratgrowing, was 1ot a drought
vear. When thr Clovernment then decided
to allow up to £1 per acre for the cultiva-
fion of 1and, as well as seed V'l’l(’ut"‘tl’lﬂ,t was,

in 1914—there was no drought; and yet the

Minister i 1 official C“tcw .ent to the Press,
said it =ras ohlv the work of the Government
to supply wheat during a time of drought or
under other advorse circmastances. He thougl b

that in that matter the Gm"‘:nmont had
failed in its duty to the farmer and to the
Rtate.  They h ad not shown the foresight
the 1 have shown had he been

desirous—mo :pecially in a time of war—
of encouraging the “hoa,tg10w1 g industry
in Queensland. and also doing all he posqlblv
could to promote *he growth of foodstuffs
in order to assist the Byitish Empire in the
struggle it was engaged in.
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He also wanted to deal with another
lportant matster, and that was in connec-

hion with the dipping of stock. He would
give the JMinister credit to a certain extent
for endeavouring to eclean up certain areas
of land in Queeansland and perpetuaily having
‘that lsnd free of ticks, and, as long as he
did  thows things judiciously and after a
thorough inatizn, he would be doing a
good tliizg for the State. But, unfortunately,
owing to carelessness on the part of some
of the men who had the supervision of the
dips in Quecnsland, ~onsiderable loss of life
had oceurzed and the department had suffered
accordingly. They nad had in the Press
«luring the past eight or nine montks notifica-
ticis where encrmous losses had occurred
tlirough stock having been dipped, and, un-
fcrtunately, the cause had been proved to
be a lack of supervision on the part of the
men in charge of the dips and the strength
of the fuid being greater than was necessary
for the purpose. He wanted to refer to the
accident that cecurred at Chinchilla, because
he thought it a matter of publie importance.
The Auditor-General’s report for the year
1916-17 said—

“ On the Sth Decerber, 1916, 445 heifers
belonging to Mr. D. A, Cameron, of
Woodlands, - Mits , were dipped at
Chinchilla, a from the effects of im-
proper dipping carried out under the
supervision of an  acting inscector of
steelk, 409 of the heifers died.

=i

The Minister would admit that was a very
serious loss to the State of Queensland with
the shotarge of stock and the high price of
cuttle.  The report went on—
*An inquiry was held, and it was
fecund that the main reason for the loss
the excessive strength of the dip

A claim for cowpensation, at the rate
of £6 10+ per hesd, was made against
thie Government by the owner on account
catrie that died. This claiin was
‘fed by the payment of £3,000 in full
discharge of all lizbility ”

‘That

alke on the part of the official
SUPCEVi thet dip cost the Government
£3,00C.  ie admired the Government for
settling the claim for <hat stock without
going to the court. The claim was justi-
fied. a:l the Government met it without
unnees al expenditure; and, with the

exccption of the fact that the cattle were a
loss to the State and to the Government,
the was, generally speaking, settled
in a s - inanner.  Bat the point he

wanted to meke wes that, unfortunately, the
Gevernnwent hoed net yet devised some means
by which the flnid used 1 the dips could be

kept at sufficient streugth to do the work

cring the tick without destroying the
beast.  Other cases had cecurred.  Perhaps
the less was not ro great as in the instance

he had quoted, still great losses had occurred
through the dipping of stock, and the result
was the Minister now found himself opposed
by a great number of vtockowners and others
who were trving to shirk their dipping re-
sponsibilitios as 1uch as possible, because
tl recognised if they did dip in soma of
these nluces they ren the sisk of losing, not
hundreds. but thousands of pounds. A1l sorts
of «devices were thevefore engineered by
stockowners and others with the view of
defeating the tick dipping regulations, and
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possibly running the cattle through a weak
sclution which was wnot sufliciently strong
encugh to destrov the tick. He would think
it would be the duty of the 2linister to meet
his officers engaged in that matter and
arrange for some more satisfactory solution
of the difficulty

The bell indicated that portion of the hon.
member's time had expired.

Mr. MORGAN (coutinuing): At the pre-
sent time the dips were charged in a reckless
manner, without knowing the strength. The
officer would come along and empty a drum
of dip mixture into the receptacle, and, with-
out knowing whether it was the proper
strengtn or uof, 1t was used. It might be
tco strong and take the hair and eyes off a
beast, or it might be too weak, and that was
the system in progresz at the present moment.
There szemed to be nothing to indicate that
the dips in the different localities were always
kept at sufficient strength to do the work
ired without destroying the animal. The
sstem in force of sending a pot of fluid
dewn to be examined was not a good ome.
In his cpinion, something could be arranged
that would give more satisfactory results all
round, and would place more confidence in
the people who had to dip their stock. His
opinion was that the average man who owned
stock was uot afraid of dipping his stock in
a proper solution, but, owing to the fact
that he had no experience and the man in
charge of the dip had very little cxperience, he
knew he ran the risk of ruining himself if
ke allowed his cattle to go through the dip.
If the Minister would take those matters
info consideration, he felt sure he would be
dofng considerable work in the interests of
the State and helping in the work he was
doing to clear some portions of Queensland
of the tick pest,

With regard to seed inspeciion, he noticed
they had only one sced inspector to look
sfter the seeds distributed throughout the
length and breadth of Quecnsland. During
the past six or eight months there had been
more inferior seed disivibuted in Queensland
than, perhaps, during any other period.

The SECRETARY FO® AGRICULTURE: Do not
fcrget there was never « prosecution until I
tock charge of that department.

Mr. MORGAN: There were never more
reasons for prosecutions than there had been
during the past three months, owing to the
fact that the mevchants who had been getting
seeds from Clermany had had to look for
fre fields for their seeds; and, unfortu-
nztelr, a great number of those merchants
who had seed in stock for one or two vears,
whereas before the war they used to destroy
that sced, now they had been celling to the
farinor seeds which were three or four years
old.

The S TARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Have you
nroof of that?

Mr. MORGAN: He had proof in the fact
that when he bought seed—and he had tried
more than one sved merchant in Brisbane—
he got a very poor percentage to germinate,
and, in talking to the merchants, they said
it was difficult to get good seed. If the
merchants had not good seed that would
serminate, well, why should they be allowed
to sell it? Why should the farmer go to the
trouble of cultivating his so0il and planting
seed that would not grow? It was far better
for the department to take charge of shat

Mr. Morgan.}
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seed and have it destroved. It was bettor
to kave no sced and save their money than
to have bad sced and spend their money.
The seed to-day was worse than it ever had
been. He admitted that it was owing to the
war, and owing to the fact that the seeds
vere not coming in, but he did say the seeds-
men should net be allowed to sell an article
that was not satisfactory to the man who
cultivated the woil.

The bell indicated that the hon. member’s
full time had expired.

Mr. CARTER (Port Curtis) said he was
very interested and amused listening to the
hon. member for Dravton. The hon, meraber
seenied to regard himself somewhat as an
authority on handling commodities.

Mr. BremeingTOoN: I know the difference
between cream and butter, which you don’t.

AMr, CARTER : But when the hon. gentle-
mwan said the price of a commodity should
be fixed at what it cost: to produce under
mest adverse conditions, hs vas talking a
deliberate absurdity. One might as well say
the price of pineapples should be fixed at
the cost of production at the South Pole, as
to say the priee of butter should be fixed
at the cost of production when fodder was
£15 per ton. There could bs no greater
absurdity. Other countrie: were not labour-
ing under the same disabilities, and the
world's markets were fixed on the cost of
production in the cheapest place.

3ir. BEsEINGTON: You would not allow
us to gub the world’s markets.

Mr. CARTER : He thought the hon. mem-
ber had made his specch, but he seemed to
feed on other specches, the same az he fed
on the labour of others. There was no
period in the history of Queensland when the
dairy farmers had been so vwell off as under
the Administration of this State. He would
quote some figures he had gone to the trouble
of compiling.” He had collected the fizures
for a period of four vears, from July, 1913,
to June. 1917. That period covered two
vears of the Denham Administration, and
two vears of the Labour Administration,
and three vears of that period was covered
by the war. TUnder the Denham: Adminis-
tration in 1913-14, the farmer received for
the butter contents of his cream, 104d. per
Ib.: in 1914-15, 1s. 11d.; in 1915.16 under the
Labour Administration he roceived 1s. 23d.
per Ib

Mr. BEBRINCTON :
with?

Mr. CARTER: He was dealing with the
butter contents of the crcam. )

What are you dealing

Mr. BeeainGTON: You don’t know the
difference.
Mr. CARTER: He know the difference

betwcen a brickbat and a pound of butter,
and he questione:d whether the hon. member
did. In 1915-16 the price was 1s. 2%d., and
the profits on the burtter sold by the Hon,
the Minister for Agriculture on behalf of
the farmers was distributed amongst the
factories. In 1916-17 the price paid to the
producer of cream was Is, 44d., and on top of
that a sum of £30,000—cquivalent to nearly
2d. per lb.—was distributed amongst the
various butter factorics. He had made a
comparison with New South Wales, a State
Just over the border, within a few miles from
here. und where the butter was com:para-
tivelv free from State handling. During
the last two years, when butter was handled
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by the State of Queensland, the price in New-
South Wales of the butter contents of cream
was s, 24d. as against Is. 23d. in Queens-
land.

Mr, Bessingroy: What factory was that?

3y, CARTER: The biggest factory in
Australia, the Byron Bay Butter Faciory.
That was a &d. per Ib. less for the whole
vear than the average paid in Queensland
under a Labour Government, and for the year
1916-17, the price paid in New South Wales
for *he product of the farmer was 1s. 2id.
as against 1s. 4id. under the Labour Ad-
ministration.

Mr. CousEr: Whet are you quoting from?

Mr. CARTER: Those were the prices,
Is 23d. in New South Wales, and in Queens-
land” the farmer got 1s, 44d.. and the dis-
tribution of profits equal to
ancther 2d. for the buiter con-
tents of their cream. He wanted
to make a comparison between the prica in
the two States, the one Stafe compsratively
frae from State control, and the other State
control. e had made it clear that in this
State the farmer got 2d. per lb. more for his
commrodity than the farmer in the neigh-
bouring Staté of New South Wales, and on
top of that a distribuiion of 24, per lb.
making the nrice for this State 4d. per 1b.
nmore. Then hon. members opposite had the
cffrontery to come into the Chamber and
attempt to mislead the faymers by frying
to make out that the (Governmient were not
doing their best to sssist these people who
were so badly in need of assistance at the
time the Labour party came into power.

Mr. CorsEr: Have you nof boasted that
you have reducsd the price of foodstuffs?

Mr. CARTER: Despite the fact that an
increased price had been got for the com-
modity, the price of butter had been reduced,
beeauss they had eliminated the middleman
who had been living on both the producer
and the consumer. (Opposition laughter.)

[5 p.m.]

Mr. Bepeixgrox: Tell that to the school
children.
My, CARTER: He wanted to point out

that, despite the fact that butter was bring-
ing a higher price in the old country. and
that the price was fixed in London st 229s,
the farmers’ butter in Queensland was being
sold by the Nationalist Government of the
Commonwealth at 146s, per cwt.—151s. less

% per cent., which reduced it to 14Gs. The
cost of oversea transport would be equivalent
to about 28s., making the commodity 176s.
Who was getting the difference?

Mr. BeszivgToN: And rour Minister gave
149s.

Mr., CARTER: Who was getting the dif-
ferenee berween 176s.. the enst in London,
and 229s.7  Yet hon. members oppesife—
who professed to be studving the farmers”
interests—had nothing to say when the
National Federal Government, which they
had rcturned to power. took their butter at
151s., less 35 per cent., or cquivalent to 146s.
per ewt., and sent it to England, where it was
sold &t 229«

Mr. Bemsixgrox: And vou took
149s., which is 2s. worse.

Mr. CARTER: The farmer in this State
during the Labour Administration had been
getting a better price for his product than
the farmer in any other part of Australia
ny New Zealand, He challenged hon: mem-
bers opposite to bring figures to show the

it at



Supply.

contrary. They knew it was absolutely true,
but it did not suit their book, and ther had
nothing to say now that the National Go-
vernment was taking over the commodity
and sclling it at nearly half of what it was
fetching on the London market. Only a little

while ~go the Denish butter producers com-
plaine: This is what appeared in the
“Courier” on 9th November instant. I%

was stated—

** The Copenhagen correspondent of the
‘ Morning Post’ states that the fixing
of a maximum price of 229x per cwt.
has caused a panic in the butter market.
Many exporters shipped quantities at
450s.. and this butter, if it does not
arrive to time, will make a heavy loss.
Exporters are inclined to discontinue
sending butter to Iingland, especially as
the Danes are unsble to obtain enough
for their own use.”

In Denmark butter was worth 450s., but in
Fugland it was fixed at 229s. The farmers
heve got 1£6s., and they were satisfied. They
were satisfied to get a price which would
vield them about 1s. 2d. per 1b. for the
butter contents of their cream, when there
never was such a high price in the world’s
market before.

Mr. BEBBINGTON :
cussing butter !

My, CARTER: When their friend, the
rumsecller’s son—the hon. member for Bur-
nett—talked, his friend should not twit him.
{Laughter.) He wanted to quote what the
Agent-General for New Zealand had to say
about the matter at a meeting of the Cold
Storage .A=sociation in London. The veport
in the “ Courier” stated—

v 8ir Thomas Mackenzie, High Com-
missioner for New Zealand, who presided,
said that it seemed strange that in the
sale of produce the New Zealand dairy-
men got 17d. per lb. for butter, and the
Irish nearly double. The overseas people
were ‘willing to sell at low prices if the
consumer got the benefit, but were indis-
posed to sce the profit going to those
who were not consamers.”

Sir Thomas Mackenzie was adverse to food
exploiters getting the profit. He was pre-
pared to take part in selling New Zecaland
butrer at 17d. per lb., but he objected to the
middleman coming in. Hon. mémbers oppo-
site, who appeared to be so solicitous for
the welfare of the farmer, were prepared, in
spitc of the fact that butter swas fetching
the highast price it ever fetched in the
world’s market, to let the product go at
146s. net at the factory. There seemed to
be a gross absurdity about this. He wanted
to know who was getting the difference here
between 176x., the cost in London, and 299s.
there. If hon. members opposite had the
fixing of the pricc here and the handling of
the butter through the factories, then the
farmer was not getting a fair deal. He, for
one, woulsd like to see the handling of the
butter revert to the hands of the State,
whereby the farmer would get a fair deal,
as they did before. He was full of the
action of hon. members opposite in endea-
vouring to mislead the public. They talked
about hon. mewnbers on the Government side
being prepared to take the product of the
farmer for the benefit of the consumer. He
had been faithful to his constituentz, and
had supported a Government which was out
in the interests of the people of Quesnsland
to endeavour to give a fair deal bhoth
to producer and consumer. Although the

Faney a rumseller dis-
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consumer was getting a fair dexl in roward to
butter, the producer was getting a better
price than ever he did, because of the
climination of the unscrupulous exploiter.

He had a little to say about wheat. He
heard the hon. member for Warwick chip-
ping in, “ What about the consumer getting
wheat too cheap?”’ It cost 10d. per bushel
to transport swheat to the old country, and
it fetched 10s. there, and only 5s. here.
Wheat could be transported for about 10d.
a bushel.

My, ComzER: No; you are wrong; it is
ds. 6d.

2r. CARTER: He wanted to know who
was getting the difference. The farmers

were asking, through him, why the National-
=t Government were not giving a fair deal.
Lven in New Zealand they were given bs.
10d. for their wheat, while here they were
getting 5s. He understood that in the wheat-
growing districts of the State the wheat
exploiters refused to have a pool formed,
in order that the farmers might get a better
price for their wheat., They were in_a posi-
tion to expleit the farmers, and bought their
wheat at under 5s. a bushel.

3r. VowiEs: Why did the Governmeng
not move in the matter?

Mr. CARTER : The Premier and the Min-
ister for Agricultnre offered them a pool to
protect themselves,

Mr. BesBrxgron: I say ““ No.”

Mr. CARTER: Yes. The Minister for
Agriculture went so far as to circularise the
wheatgrowers of Queensland about this time
last vear, asking them for an expression of
opinion as to whether they were desirous of
having a pool or not, and the hon. member
for Warwick, the hon. member for Cunning-
ham, and the hon. member for Drayton took
an active part in preventing the farmers
from joining in *o make a wheat pool.

ATr. Bepeiveroy : That is a deliberate un-
truth.

Mr. GILLIES rose to a point of order.
The hon. member for Drayton said the state-
ment of the hon. member for Port Curt1§
was a deliberate untruth, and he should
withdraw the statement,

The CHHATRMAN : T ask the hon. member
for Drayton te withdraw the expression,
“That is a deliberate untruth?”

AMr. Beesixgrox: I withdraw it, but the
hon, member——

Ths CHATRMAN: Order! Order!
Mr. CARTER: The hon. member for
Drayton had spoken about wheat, and he

would cuots what that hon. member had

writtan 1o the “Toowoomba Chronicle” of

27th November, 1916— .

“Mr. W. Bobbington, M.L.A., writes
as follows:—#ir,—The attached letter
is a copr of letter from the Agricultural
Department, re wheat pool (as alrveady
appzared in ‘The Chronicle’). These
are only the principal conditions. Other
matters, T presume, will be in the hands
of the representatives of the board con-
trolling the poel.
“ T congratulate ¢ The Chronicle,” Mr.

C. Roberts, and those who have worked
for that purpose. You can be sure if
has placed thousands of poupds in the‘
wheatgrowers’ pockets, even if the pool
is not formed. The fact of farmers
making a united effort has had a good
effect.

Mr. Carter.]
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“The wheat board will prevent the
grower being fleeced, either by the State
or the miller. The bungle and losse: to
dairymen were caused through having
no representatives on a prices board.

“In this State wheat pool, the credit
of the State will be used to finance the
farmer, his own wheat being the security.
In the South, I believe, the Common-
wealth Bank and other banks have found
the money.

“The State is required as a guarantor
to secure the market at a fair price, and
to secure the Queensland market for
Queensland wheat. The banks making
the advances need this security.”

"That confirmed what he said. The hon.
member for Drayton, who had the audacity
to say that what he (Mr. Carier) hsd said
was a deliberate untruth, had by his own
pen confirmed what he had said.

Mr. Beserxerox: Did I go against the
wheat pool?

Mr. CARTER : The hon. member was one
of those who could twist his conscience, be-
cause he knew that when it suited him he
could go to the penitent form and get abso-
lution. The Government, with an ardent
desire to assist the farmers, had held out
this kind offer, and the farmers realized their
folly in listening to their tempters, because
ther had since waited on the Premier and
the Minister for Agriculture, and again asked
the Government to form a wheat pool, and
to form a trust for their butter, despite the
fact that some of their alleged representa-
tives in this Chamber had never ceased to
hurl the epithet of “ robber’” at the Miinister
for Agriculture. If there swwas anything that
should create disbrust and disgust in the
minds of the electors, it should be the action
of hon. membiers opposite when they were
dealing with the excellent administration of
the present Labour Government.

Mr. CORSER: He would like to correct
seme misstatements of the hon. member for
Port Curtis. That member tried to decwive
the Hounze and thé country by statements
with rezard to the butter position of the
farmer to-dav. He claimed that on the other
side the Dares and the Irish people could
seeure about 229s. per cwt,

Mr. CsntEr: They are securing it.

CORSER: And he complained thet

ers of Queensland could only receive
s :

through the Commonweszlth Govern-

Mr. Groeizs: That is the exact position.
AIr. CORSER:

Fle did not #ay that the
and vwere responsible for
e dairymen of Queens-
: oelations, that ar-

that under the Federal
21 the farmers of Quesnsland had repre-
sentafion o the board; and that when the
Quesusiand Labour Government handled the
butter position in Queensland during the big
droucht of 1915 they had a board here for
the fixation of price and®*no farmers’ repre-
sentstive wes allowed on that board. They
were refused renresentation on the board.
During the time the farmer was doing all
he esuld to keep his cattle alive, the report
of the Queensland Agricultural College in
the “ Agricultural Journal’ stated that the
Government themselves at the college were
producing butter at a cost of 2s. 6d. per lb.;
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vet the Government of Queensland fixed a
price of 1s. 3d. per lb. to the farmers who
had to siruggle for themselves.

Mr. Grioies: 1s. 3d.7

Mr. CORSER: 1s
worked out at.
Mr. GiLries: No.

Mr. CORSER: That was what it worked
out at—vpractically one-half the price thas it
cost the farmers to produce butter. as was
proved by the Agricultural Depgrtment's
own statement in their own journal. What
did the farmers do for that 151s.7 They
provided to the Imperial authorities that
butter for the troops. It did not get into
other people’s hands. There was no 220s.
about it; it was a direct sale to the Imperial
Government for the troops, arranged by the
farmers of Queensland.

v, Moore: Ther did not rcb them of
£10.600, cither; vou can be sure of that.

r. CORSER:

3d. was about what it

They robbed them of nota-

irg. They gave them butter for the troops
at a price which paid them. The farmers

had been -zatisfied with the position cver
since the Commonwealth Government took
over the management and the fixation of
price.  The Queensland dairymen remem-
bered the time when the Quecnsland Labour
Government handled the fixation of prices.
The hon. member did not tell them what he
read from. There was another statement
made by the hon. member for Port Curtis,
through * Hansard,” to the country.

The CHAIRMAN: Ovder! Order! The
hon. member is not in order in reading a
spesch delivered during this session.

Mr. CORSER: He would not read i, but
he would quote from it. The hon. member
stated that the Labour party, since they got
into power, increased the pries to the farmer.
He said the average price fo June, 1910, was
Is. 23d.. end he went on to say that the
averngs price of cream inereased to ls 4id.
at “t time. An interjection had come

the floor then as to what the hon.
centleman mweant, and the membor for Port
Curtis «tated that the farmer was receiving
1s. 4%d. per 1b. for his crenm under a Labour
Adevinisiration.  (Opnosition laughter.) That
was to be found on page 378 of “ Hansard”
of thic vesr. What he moeant was the price
of burter ex crcsm: that is what he was
talking obout. (Oppesition laughter.) No
feormeer in Queenslend, up to the tiwe he
rande that statemaent, hed roceived morve than
ene-half price which he stated he had
received.

Afp. Carrun: I osay that they received Is
foe butter conteats. Iwersone knows it
i the butter contvite.

%r. CORSER: The hon. member stated
vow that he meant the butter conients of a
poun:l of cream. He was just as much wrong
in that as ko was in his first statement.

Mr. Carter: I did not say so.

Mr. CORSER: It was very clear that the
hon. gentleman wes quite out of his latitude
when he tried to talk for the farmer. If
the hon. gentlemsu wanted to do something
for the farmer, he had better get on to lines
he knew something about. When he trlo.d
ts 4cll the people of Queensland that this
T.abour Government had given the farmer
1s. 45d. per 1b. for their cream, he was telling
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them something which the farmers were not
going to believe. The farmers were satisfied
with their condition to-day.

He wished te protest against the regula-
tion of the Minister for Agriculture with
regard to his tick-cleaning experiments. It
came pretty bard on the district that he was
attacking at the present time.

AIr. Guries: The Liberal party were re-
sponsible for the ticks and the prickly-pear.

Mr. CORSER : They were not responsible
for those things; and they were not respon-
sible, either, for the regulations which the
Minister had drawn up to compel people who
were dairying in settled districts to dip or
spray their cattle every three weeks during
the summer which was before them. Those
districts that had gone through their trouble,
and had lost the ticks and had a natural
immunity, should be given consideration.
Before the Llinister touched those things he
should take into consideration the view of
all practical men; not only those who lived
out of those tick districts, but those who
lived in the, tick districts; so that he would
sec that he was not doing an injustice to
them.

Mr. FORDE (Rockhampton): He desired
to touch briefly on a subject to which he
referred when speaking on the Educational
Estimates, and that was the protection of
their native birds. It was a matter of much
greater impoertance to Queensland than was
generally conceded, and he was pleased to
see that the present Minister for Agricul-
ture had manifested a lively intercst in the
protection of our mnative bird:s. But he
regretted that the Aect, as it was now ad-
ministered, was not of as much use as it
might be if it were more rigidly enforced.
They must all admit that there had been
great apathy with regard to the protection
of those beautiful birds which they had in
Queensiand.  One had only to go to some
of the swamps—or, in fact, anywhere in the
burh—to find boys between the ages of four-
teen and seventeen wantonly shooting some
of our mozt beautiful birds. The department
should have inspectors to check that sort of
thing. He understood that the apathy to a
very great extent was due to the fact that
under the present Act there was no pro-
vision for any appropriation for the appoint-
ment of Inspectors to sec that the Act was
observed. FHe had no doubt that the Min-
ister would look into the matter and do
something to remedy it, because he had
proved himself to be a most progressive
and sympathetic Minister. e had consulted
ornithologists on the question, and he was
assured that while this State had a good
Birds Protection Act there was still a good
deal of destruction going on. He had seen
it himself, and they must all have seen it,
everywhere ; one would have to be blind to
miss it. The Secretary for Agriculture, in
reply to a question he had put to him a few
days ago, informed him that there were
fiftv-two Crown land areas and nineteen pri-
vately-owned areas proclaimed as sanctuaries
for native birds. That latter number should
be vastly increased. If landowners gener-
ally were clear-sighted enough to apply to
the department for the reservation of their
properties, that could easily be done, and
they would be doing a beneficial act for
Quecnsland. In regard to Crown lands the
area reserved was pleasingly large, but from
what he could gather very much of the good
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effect was lost by the indifference of the
department in the matter of placing notices
on the reserves. The amending Act of 1884,
in.giving the Governor in Council power to
proclaim aregs as veserves for native birds,
required that there should be set up at in-
tervals of not more than half a mile notices
clearly stating the purpose and area of the
reservation. 'Those notices were not to be
found on many CGovernment reserves at the
present time; and, possibly, many private
ones, too, had not got them.” He had rever
seen them, and he had been about a good
deal, lause 2 of the Native Birds Protec-
tion Act reads—

“ There shall be set up at convenient
and conspicuous places on the boundaries
of every such reserve, not more than
half a mile apart, notices legibly written
or printed, stating that the reserve has
been so proclaimed, and indicating in a
concise manner the extent of the reserve.””

That clause had not been put into effect as
it should have been. He hoped that the
interest manifested by the Minister for Agri-
culture in all suggested improvements in
his depsrtment would be long sustained,
and that he would take the suggestions
now  made to him into comsideration. He
knew quife well that after so many years of
Liberal Administration he had quite a lot
of improveren*s to make. He did not
reprimand him for not having cleaned every-
thing up. Ther knew that he had done a -
good deal; and he was pleascd to hear hon.
members opposite admit that that afternoon.
He hoped that would be one of the next
improvements that he would make. He
recognised that it was difficult to have the
Act properly administered when there was
no power to pay inspectors and other officers
to administer it. but he thought much good
could be dene by appointing honorary in-

spectors. He would urge that it be pub
under some definite control in the depart-
ment. In cvery part of the world there was

a distinet department or subdepartment
in charge of mnative birds; but in Queens-
land, he regretted to say, that was mnot so.
A great deal of good could be done right-
away by prohibiting boys under eighteen
from using pea rifles. Most hon. members
knew how irresponsible the majority of boys
were under that age.

One thing that would have to be pre-
vented was the irade in birds eggs. Thev
found that the eggs of some of their most
beautiful and valuable birds were being sold

as ornaments. That was a shame,

[5.30 p.m.] because all those birds were ren-

dering a great service to the
State, and would, by the Government allow-
ing such a practice to continue, be greatly
reduced in numbers. PerBaps it would be
only after they had had the same bitter
experience as other countries, after all their
valuable birds had been destroyed, that they
would realise their great value. He would
suggest to the Minister that he secure the
services of an honorary ornithologist. Later
he could be paid and instruct the children
of their schools regarding the nature of the
birds and their services to the country.
Every State in America had a professional
ornithologist aftached to the Agricultural
Department to give advice on those matters.
He knew that the Minister was greatly ham-
pered for want of funds, but in the mean-
time he might make some improvement, and

Mr. Forde.]
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afterwards adopt the practice of the Ameri-

cas States.  1le could without difficulty get
some gentlemen to give their services in
an  honorary capacity in the meantime,
and later on employ a man permanently.
He noticed that Mr. Colelough, of the
Queensland Museum, had been lent to
Dr. Harver Johnston for two years to
assist in  research work in connection
with:  ticks, and his departure left the

Museum without an ornithologist. It was
regfettable that they were so short of pro-
feszional moen as to leave such a place as the
Queensland Museum without an ornithologist.
He wanted to give hon. members an eloquent
instance bearing on the necessity to have such
an officer in the department in Brisbanc.
During the last few days, he understood,
there had been on view at the Belle Vue
Hotel a display of the feathers of some of
their beautiful wild birds made up in the
form of flowers, and, from what he was told,
their Governor and several of their Minis-
ters had visited the display. They had been
very pleased with it, and said that it was
very beautiful—that it was all that could be
desired from an artistic viewpoint; but
he regretted to hear, on the authority of
two birdmen who inspected the exhibition,
that much of its effect was secured only
by the sacrifice of the lives of many of
Queensland’s best birds—Dbirds which were
presumed to enjoy the protection of the law.
He understood that those feather fHowers
had been placed with a big city firm, which
was to act as the agent for the owner, who
proposed to carry on an industry. He
trusted, however, that the Government would
secure advice and act firmly and quickly
in putting a stop to the traffic, because it
would be a serious menace to Queensland
if they did not take a firm stand at once.
‘Those beautiful creatures were doing a great
work in protecting their sheep, cattle, and
vegetation from the insect pests of the State.
One had only to go through sheep or cattle
runs to see the work that was being done by
many of the birds so carelessly destroved b=
irresponsible people. Such an industry as the
manufacture of fancy hatpins and hairpins
for society ladies at the expense of the lives
of the beautiful native birds of Queensland
was not by any means a necessity, and if
thoss feathers on view at the Belle Vue
Hotel were to be made into such articles
for the adornment of hatpins and other hend-
gesr for some of their society ladies, and
an industry be allowed to develop on those
lines, it would be a digrace to the Govern-
ment of Queensland. Such ladies ¢hould not
be allowed to wear beuutiful headgear as
the expense of Queensland’s native birds,
the loss of which would in time mean the
loss of all vegetstion, Teople did not realise
the great benefit such birds were in destrov
ing insects, which in time would destroz
all vegetation if it were not that their
ravages were stopped by their birds. Xe
appealed to the Minister for Agricalture not

to rest content with the tnere proclamation
of sanctuaries for bird«; but to place the
Act nnder proper supervision, and try in

every way to safeguard these natural police.
et them learn from the experience of other
countries, which had awakened too late to
the extraordinary vslue of their birds; had
awalkened to find that the country was being
overrun with insects; that sheep, for in-
stance, were being destroyed by insect life,
whereas they would have been protected if
native birds had themselves been protected
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from destruction—from irresponsible people
who were after pleasure and the almighty
dollar all the time, and had not the interests
of their country at heart.

When speaking on the Financial State-
ment he said he was most interested in the
cotton industry, and hoped that under the
sempathetic guidance of the Minister for
Agriculture the farmers of Queensland would
take up the matter in a proper manner.
He was pleased to know that the Minister
was encouraging them in every way he pos-
sibly could. = The history of the cotton in-
dustrs was as old as Australia, and in view
of the past reverses its progress must neces-
sarily be slow. As he had dealt very fully
with the early growth of the industry in
Queensland whilst speaking on the Financial
Statement, he did not propose to traverse
the same ground now, but he would like
farmers to understand that cotton could be
grown in nearlr all parts of the State,
and that it could be grown anywhere in the
Central district, particularly between Bar-
caldine @nd Rockhampton; that at one
timne the product equalled 2.600,000 1b. for a
season. whereas the total quantity of cotton
received for ginning for the present season
amounted to only 118,000 1b., although there
never was a greater demand for cotton than
at the presont time. It was regrettable that
the apathy of the Queensland farmers, and
to some extent the lack of sympathetic ad-
ministration by past Ministers, had been
responsible for allowing the cotton industry
to go back, whereas it should have grown.
America produced two-thirds of the cotton
in the world. Why should not Australia,
particularly Quecnsland, emulate America?
He found that the price per lb. of seed
cotton awarded to the growers was 3.58d., a
little over 1d, more than was realised for
last secason’s cotton. On that basis the net
returns had been from £7 to as high as £24
net per acre. An arca of 8 acres in the
Central district realised £153 17s., at Forest
Hill 3 acres gave £63 14s. 10d., and 3 acres
in the Burnett district £73 11s. 8d.

MIr. BessiNeToN : How much does it cost
to pick it?

Iy, FORDE : The cost of picking was very
sinall. being about 1id. per Ib, when picked
br adult male labour, and if a machine now
in preeess of construction came on to the
market shortly—as he hoped it would—the
labour problem would be solved for all time.
He found. too, that one grower averred that
2 acres of cotton received no tillage after
sowing, and his cheque for that neglected
crop was £10 17s, 10d. A satisfactory fea-
ture was that scarcely any growers com-
pleined of the cost or absence of labour.
Several planters had stated that 100 Ib. of
fibre could easily be gathered in a day.
On that basis a juvenile picker could earn
for the family treasurr £1 5s. a day over
the cost of growing the fibre: hence 2+ a
family oceupation the crop had no peer.
Over 118,04 1b, of fibre passed through the
ginnery during the present season, as agsinst
20.000 1h. for the 1916 season, which indi-
cated that the industry was coming into its
own at last. As a factor in the repatria-
tion of soldiers. particularly if success could
be obtained with the mechonical cotton-
picker now being constructed, he thought
the cotton industry would be of great ad-
vantage to Queensland. The war councils
and the repatriation councils should examine
the merits of the cotton industry, and then
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he felt it would receive preference to other
industries, which ther were endeavouring
to make returned scldiers take up. There
would be no difficulty in finding a market.
When the home consumption was fully sup-
piied. the surplus could be exported to Liver-
pool, or handled in the same manner as ifs
allv. wool. Cotton was one of the easlest
crops to grow and harvest. It could be
grown in conjunction with other industries,
such as wheatgrowing and sheepraising to
the west of the range. and with sugar,
maize, flax, linseed, and fruits nearer the
coast. Probably it dovetailed in with sheep
as well as any other industry. He might
well quote an instance. The fibre grew very
well in the Cupella district some years ago,
and after a dry spell of about fwelve months,
when all the grass had entirely disappeared.
the farmer who had grown the crop turned
in his shcep. who fed on the green foliage.
Not only did he have his sheep next year,
but he also had a good cotton crop, and
the farmers of that district followed his
example, and it proved admirable fodder
for their sheep. Farmers throughout Queens-
land should realize that. It rested with the
farmers to make cotton the third, if not
the second, of their primary and secondary
industries, and it was to be borne in mind
‘that production was the factor that would
liquidate the war debt so far as Australia
was concerned, and he sincerely hoped that
they would not be lacking in that respect,
but that they would take up the matter with
that enthusiasm which had characterised the
self-sacrificing pioneer farmers of the State
for the last twenty-five years.

Mr. BARNES (TWarwick): He noticed that
the vote was about the same as it was last
vear, although there was a reduction of
about £1.400 spread over the whole depart-
ment. There was evidence that the depart-
inent was alive in some directions. One was
that referred to by the hon. member for
Rockhampton—in connection with cotton.
But =hilst cofton might pay to-day. and
possibly for a few vears. it was very doubt-
ful, unless they could arrive at some means
of harvesting the crop. whether it was likelr
tn be a pavable crop in Australia under
their native conditions. It was fairly costly
to harvest. Years azo it was grown pretty well
all over the West Moaoreton, and the Chair-
man mizht remember that the Spread-
horoughs in the Rosenthal Vallev, in the
Warwick district. also grew it. Bub it be-
came a_non-pavable crop, and no party was
responsible for the downfall of the industry.

He noticed in the report that a poultr:
expert had heen appointed: » very wise
departure. For some years they were with-
out one, and he thouzht the department was
showing wisdom in paring attention to what
«could be made a great industry. The report
which had been presented by the department
was & very fine one indcéed, and, as had been
pointed out by the hon. member for Dray-
ton, it was grzced by the honour board of
the department. He did not know anything
that was so encouraging in these days when
they were hearing so much about recruiting,
and one thing and another, ss to find that
in a small department like the Department
of Agriculture, because the total expendi-
ture in that department was only some
£70.000 odd, no less than sevents-three men
had offered their services to their country.
Yesterday they were discussing the Education
Department, and found that some 348 mren
from that department had given their
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services in the same righteous cause. He
thought the department should be congratu-
lated on that fact. The report in itself was
extremely full. He had just one objection
to make in regard to it. If they took wheat,
for instance, ithey would find it referred to
in no less than three places apart frem the
tables. It would be verr much better if
wheat were dealt with under one head. Some
very sevire strictures had been passed that
afternoon regarding wheat by the hon.
member for Port Curtis.

Mr. Corrixs: I thought you were going
to say the hon. member for Drayton.

Mr. BARNES: He¢ was content to leave
the hon. member for Drayton to the hon.
member for Bowen. (Laughter.) He (Mr.
Parnes) would deal with the hon. member for
Port Curtis.

Mr. CartER: You will not make any war
profits out of me.

My, BARNES: Very likely anything he
might say would be verr considerably dis-
counted, and, therefore, regarding the pooling
of wheat, on which very strong expressions
were made by the hon. member for Port
Curtis, he preferred to rely upon the report
presented. On page 4 the report stated—and
the report was perfectly true from beginning
to end regarding wheat matters—

“The large harvest and the varying
quality of the grain received, owing to
the heavy rains at or near the time of
maturity, in conjunction with the sheat

- pool established in the Southern States

has placed the wheatgrowers in an unen-
viable position this year. The mills were
able to generally buy only a portion of
the first quality for flour purposes, and
made up the balance of their reguire-
ments by purchases from the South. But
there was a large quantity remaining
that could have been used for other pur-
poses, and the exporter was confronted by
the wheat pool regulations, which re-
quired a permit from the State board
interested before a consignment could be
sent to that State.”

That was referring to wheat and the guality

produced. He found later on in the report
the following :—
“ Excluding the Warwick-Killarney-

Allora-Pittsworth district, which covers
two-thirds of the wheat area of the
Downs, and where the growers were
emphatic in their opposition to a wheat
pool for the 1916 crop, the replies to the
inquiries made as to the opinions of the
growers upon the question numbered
forty-two.”
Hon. members would notice that in the criti-
cism that had been made. the members for
Cunningham and Drayton and he had been
accused of being onposed to the formation
of & wheat pool. In the report they had
the direct statement made by their own
department, and he took it the hon. member
for Port Curtis would accept it as correct
and acknowledge that he was completely
in error in coming to the conclusion he did.
He (Mr. Barnes) had guoted the statement
made in the report, which stated that in the
districts where two-thirds of the wheat was
grown in Queensland the growers were not
in favour of a wheat pool. The report went
on—
“of which twentr-two branch wunions
or associations were in favour of a pool,
seven gave an undecided reply, eight

Mr. Barnes.]
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were in favour of an open market or
were opposed to a pool, and five gave
no definite answer. Thus, twenty-two
associations out of the whole wheat
growing area of the Downs were in
favour, and the whole, with the remaining
twenty-two indefinite or decisive objec-
tions added, represented but about one-
third of the whole, and several of these,
as the correspondence shows, did not
take the interest they should have done.”

There they had a full explanation as to_why
no wheat pool was formed in Queensland. If
hon. members turned to page 18 of the report,
they would find a further reference to that
matter under the heading of ¢ Wheat”—

“For many years past, Queensland
upon, the average for a decade has come
next to Tasmania, and for the decade
just concluded it has been beaten by
Victoria by a few points only, the figures
for the three States being: Tasmania
20.77 bushels, Victoria 11.67 bushels,
Queensland 11.43 bushels, and the reduc.
tion is to bw accounted for by the
disasters of 1915, when all the other
States succeeded in gathering in good
returns to the acre, but this State had to
be content with a farvest of 4.42 bushels
to the acre, the lowest return for ten
years.

¢ The harvest of 1916—viz., 2,048,703
was the highest ever Uamed but
as e\plalned els&“hme in thls report,
the grain won was by no means rlusfac-
tory. What could be classed as prime
wheat was of excellent quality, but owing
to heavy rains at a critical time, much
of it was spoiled in quality. The rcturn
on the whole only amounted to 10.81
bushels to the acre, instead of at least
appreaching the return of 1912, when
15.81 bushels to the acre were recovered.”

The whole of that was so exceedingly intercst-
ing and explanatory that he thought it
should go forward to Queensland as a
correct statement of the exact position of
wheatgrowing in Quecnsland, wheat pool
matters, and the wheat situation generally.
Then, on puge 74, in the third place, they
had the following .

“Teg WHEAT SITTATION,

“The whole guestion of production is
so intimately associated with weather
conditions that 1t is to be viewed from
this aspect.

*“Last year’s returns for all kinds of
agricultural produce were adversely
affected by the drought, and it is patent
that an enforced period of fallow of this
character, followed as it was by continu-
ous rains after the break-up of the
drought, was responsible for the extra-
ordmary growth and development of the
1916 wheat crop—a circumstance which
subsequently caused unprecedented
damage through rust and crop-lodgment.
Up till early in October last year, pros-
pects were of the brightest. A record
area—227,778 acres—had been put under
crop, vielding 2,463,181 bushels (10.81
bushels per acre), and it looked as if the
cffort made by wheatgrowers to raise
sufficient breadstuff to meet the State’s
requirements would be accomplished.
Continuous rains, however, were experi-
enced, and the harvest ploved the wettest
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on record, resulting in much inconvenience
and loss. The quality of Queensland-
grown glam has hitherto left very listle
to be desired: this season’s, however, was’
irregular; the amount of we 'xrheled and
pmchcxd grain proved out of ali pro-
pertion to that of sound, prime quality.

““The position which the Queensland.
“hea’rorower found himself placed in
after harvest proved an anomalous one.
Efforts to establish a State wheat pool
were abortive through lack of unanimity.
No difficulty seems %o have been experi-
enced in disposing of prime wheat to
millers, but the sale of ‘weathered’ or
slmhtlv nferior lines at anything like a
satleactorv valuationr: to the vendors.
seemed out of the question.”

He was quoting at length from the several
pages of ihe report, bef‘ause it cleared up
the whole matter, and was a perfect answer
to anything which migh‘r have heen said
by hon. members on the opposite side as re-
gards the attitude of millers on the one
hand, and thce question of a wheat pool. It
dealt also with the difficulties experienced
on account of the quality of the grain. There
was 'motner aspeat which chould be co-
sidered in connection with wheatgrowing, or
rather the result of the last thmn vears in
particular. He wanted to say that in Queens-
land the price realised for wheat had been
in excess. of what had been pald elsewhere.
In 1914-13, in New South Wales, 33, was
paid for wheat, whilst the averzre price paid
in Quecensland--he was speaking of his own
firm’s dealings in Warwick—the averrge
price paid for that peried, delivered at the
5s. 11d. per hushel. TFor the
16 the price paid for wheat de-
livered at the» mill was 4= 9d., and the price
received in New South Wales was made up
hy a first advance of 2s. 6., a second advance
of 1s., a third advance of 6d., and a fourth
advance of a further 6d., totalling altozether
4s. 6d.. but from that a deduction of Td. per
bushel was made by the wheat board. bring-
iny the actual price received by the New
Soutn Wales wheatgrower for his 1915 16 crop
to 2s. 11d. per bashel as against 4s. 83. paid
by the Queersland miller.

The bell indicated that portion of the hon.
member’s time had exnired.

Mr. BARNES (continuing) said he knew.
of course, the quantity was exceedingly small,
but that did not alter the point that Queens-
land growers got a better price than the
New South Wales farmers were able to get.
Liast weason the position was that the average
cost price for milling wheat, calculated on a
4s. 5d. hoesis, with a decidelv falling quality,
was 4s. 34d. per bushel. That had been the
experience of his company, and he believed
it was the experience of the Warwick Far-
mers’ Milling Company, and_consequently
the general experience throughout Queens-
land. New South Wales so far had made
two pavments, one of 2s. 6d. and another of
6d. All that the wheatgrowers of New South
Wales had received, and probably right
through the other States, up to the present
time, amounted to 3s., and hon. members
who had had long dealings with the farmer
would know that the farmer would infinitely
prefer a certain value of 4s. 34d. for his
wheat as against receiving by 1n=ta1ment< up
to the present the sum of 3s. per bushel. The
hon. member for Port Curtis had made
certain statements with regard to the price
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of wheat in Queensland as compared with the
price in London and as to the

[7 p.m.] cost of shipping, which he stated
was 10d. per bushel. He (Hfr.

Barnes) believed that the cost of conveying
wheat to Great Britain just now, if they
could get it conveyed at all, was somewhere
about 4s. a bushel. In addition to that,
the hon. member should be again reminded
of the advice given by the Secretary for
Agriculture, that on account of the very
big crops still available in the South the

growth of wheat to any extent was not
advisable. He thought that in giving such

advice the Secretary for Agriculture was
committing a big error, because they were
yet a long way from supplying their own
requirements. On Monday he had returned
from the districts of Yangan, Killarney, and
Warwick, and he was glad to say that if the
present weather continued there was a
prospect of a good yield of wheat. Since
he left home he had received confirmatory
news regarding the good prospects of the
coming wheat crop.

The hon. member for Port Curtis had
challenged  proof with regard to other
matters., He did not like repeating evidence
which had been given in other days, but he
would just repeat what he had said in the
House regarding the disability which the
farmers of Quecnsland suffered in conse-
quenes of price fixing by the present Go-
vernment. The following table covered the
period from the 7th July, 1915, to the 11th

May, 18916, and showed the prices which
ruled for butter in Brisbane and Mel-
bourne : —
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Allowing for the one period in which Queens-
land had the advantage, the average differ-

ence given amounted to no less a sum than-

£13 18s. 4d. per ton, and the quantity of butter
produced in Queensland during that period
was 10,688 tons 4 cwt. 1 qr. 15 lb., to give
the exact figures supplied to him by the
department. The loss, therefore, to the
dairymen of Queensland during that price-
fixing period at £13 18s. 4d. a ton amounted

1917—104
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to £148,716 1ls. That was how the Queens-
land dairymen suffered in consequence of the
price-fixing by the Department of Agricul-
ture during the period he had named. But
that by no means covered the loss which was
sustained by the dairymen in Queensland.
The hon. member for Port Curtis referred to
some £30,000 as having been distributed.
That simply meant that the butter was
acquired at £30,000 under its market value,
and if all the butter in Queensland had been
sold at its market value there would have
been a very much greater sum than £30,000
for distribution amongst them. Altogether,
the sum lost as the result of the dairymen
of Queensland not being able to realise the
full value of their product must have run
into pretty well £250,000. He believed
there would be no difficulty in proving
that ststement. When members like the
hon. member for Port Curtis challenged
the Opposition side of the House to
produce evidence contrary to the statements
he was making, it was as well that one who
was fortified with facts such as he had given,
and was able to produce them beyond any
question, should settle once and for all a
controversy of this kind. In any case, the
dairymen of Queenslanq were alive to the
extreme loss they had had to suffer in con-
sequence of price fixing by the present
Government,

Mr. GUNN (Carnarvon): He did not know
that the time had not come when this big
Department of Agriculture and Stock should
not be divided into two branches. Most of
their wealth came from grazing, which was
almost worthy of a branch of its own,
and so was agriculture, which was increasing
every day. That portion of the department
which concerned his district was in connec-
tion with the fruit industry. The fruit
industry had been flourishing in the Stan-
thorpe district for a long time, and he knew

.the department was sympathetic towards the

fruitgrowers, but he was rather afraid that
they had lately been inducing too many men
to go in for fruitgrowing, particularly the
returned soldiers at Beerburrum and Pike-
dale. They had only got Australia for a
market. They could not export toc much in
the form of jam. It was necessary to con-
sider the question well before they urged
people to go in for further fruitgrowing, at
any rate, until the war was over. It would
he better to let the present fruitgrowers, who
had borne the heat and burden of the day,
make a living price for their fruit than to
put a lot more into the industry and let them
be starved. Then there was the question of
the cases to pack the fruit in. He had had
several interviews with the Minister and the
Under Secrtary on the subject. There was
no doubt a great waste going on in connec-
tion with fruit cases, In districts proclaimed
under the Act they were not allowed to use
cases a second time; new cases had to be
used every time, and consequently there was
a great destruction of fimber going on, as
the cases were only used for firewood after-
wards. If they were properly fumigated and
stcamed they could be used a second time.
The department was sympathetic, and he
had no fault to find with them, but he hoped
some method would be devised by which the
cases would be able to be used a second time.
When the war was over he did not see why
they should not have perforated iron collap-
sible cases that could be used over and over
again, and be disinfected by fire and boiling

Mr. Gunn.]
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water, which would result in a great saving
to fruitgrowers and prevent the denudation
of the forests for some years longer.

Then, at the other end of his district,
grazing was another industry, which was
subject to pests, and the great pest for many
years had been the blowfly, which had become
a very serious menace to Queensland. There
were flocks now infected so much with the
blowfly that the owness were getting rid of
their sheep and going in for cattle. The
sheep found no cnd of work. , There was
always somebody doing something in connec-
tion with the sheep which grew the wool;
first of all, there was the shepherd and
bcundary rider, then the shearer and the
carrier and the wharf lumper; somebody
was always getting something from the
breeding of the sheep. Cattle were grown
without any great lahour, and when they
were slaughtered ther did not give much
labour. He thought it would be better for
Queensland to go in more for sheep than for
cattle, from a labour point of view. When
the present Government was in opposition, it
was always saying that the Liberal Govern-
ment thought more of animals than of human
beings. When they got into power they
nationalised the ifdustry that required the
least labour of any in Australia. If they
wanted to nationalise an industry of some
value to Australia, it would be far better to
go in for sheep instead of cattle.

The SecRETsRY FOR PUBLIC LanDs: [
quite sure they won't go in for sheep.

Mr. GUNN: He boned they would go in
for sheep, not that he thought they were
going to make a foriune at it; far from it.
He did not believe in nationalising anything.
If they went in for it, they would find
out the trials and troubles which the sheep
man had to put up with. He noticed, on
page 5 of the report, some remarks about the
experiment in respect to the blowfly. Some
traps had been used with good effect to
catch blowflies. The report stated—

“The three mentioned traps did not
cover the whole of the experiments. A
proof of its work is to be found in a
catch of a fortnight, which is estimated,
on the reliable authority of the assistant
entomologist, to be 64,000 flies.”

He did not know how they counted the flies.
He thought that in a fortnight they would
be able to catch more than 64.000. In con-
nection with that he would like to point
out that one of the best methods to fight all
those pests was to try and preserve the
balance of nature which was in existence
when this continent was handed over to the
white race. One of the principal things which
would help to keep down the blowfly would
be the birds. He thought a few old crows
would catch as many as 64,000 blowflies in a
fortnight. They should try to keep their
birds from being destroyed. .

The SecreETsRY FOR PUBLIc LaxDs: I thought

those flies were counted by the millions, not
thousands.

Mr. GUNN: He thought so too; but he
was only going by their own entomologist,
who said that in a fortnight they caught
64,000; and it seemed to him a very poor
catch. There was no doubt that their birds
killed the blowflies. It was in South Africa
he thought that there were certain birds that

[Mr. Gunn.
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got on the animal and took off the cattle-
tick with which they had so much bother
here. He had seen birds riding on the top
ofs a beast and picking off insects. Then
again, the birds would help to keep down
some of the fruitflies which were a trouble
all over Queensland. There were other
things besides birds that wanted protecting,
such as the bears and opossums. What had
those unfortunate animals done to the people
of Quecnsland? He noticed that even the
department was waking up to the fact that
they were fast being exterminated. He
noticed on page 24 the report stated—

“ Native Animals Protection Act and
the prolongation of the close season for
opossums and native bears has done
much towards preventing—or at all
svents, postponing—the extinction of
these animals, but the greater danger
towards that end does not lie with the
trapper who obeys the law, but through
the dishonest man who lays poison and
destroys many thousands of young
animals of no use to the trapper or to
the buyer. The baits that are dis-
tributed throughout the bush are also
a danger to cattle cwners in so far that,
when laid in their cattle tracks the stock
have taken the baits and have died. The
Act is peremptory in prohibiting the use
of poison, but from the vastness of the
area and the case with which the poison
can be obtained—cyanide of potassium—
it is very difficult to control the trade.
Prosecutions are, from time to time,
undertaken and are generally successful,
but the profits are considerable and the
risk is taken. Iivery help is given to
the police, but they cannot be everywhere,
and the remedy seems to be to abolish
the fine, which is readily paid, and to
substitute imprisonment.”

He agreed with that. There was no doubt
that one way in which those unfortunate
animals were becoming exterminated was by
cyanide. They made it up in a sort of
dough, put it in a can, fastened it with a
bit of stick on the side of the gumtree; and
every bear or opossum that went up that
gumtree was killed—young and old, those
which had good skins, and those which had
bad skins. Not only that, but the birds took
the poison and they also were killed. That
wholesale destruction of animal life was not
fair at all. The Minister said something
to the effect that, no doubt, they would soon
become exterminated. He was assisting to
exterminate them. He had done his best
to get the Denham Government to make a
close season for bears and opossums. He was
glad to say that it was a close season all the
year round for two or three years. When
this Government came into power they
thought they were going to forge ahead and
do wonderful things. He supposed this was
going to go towards throwing off the national
debt. They threw off the opossum and bear
season at certain times of the year and those
that were beginning to breed up in his
district were now exterminated. In a great

' portion there was not a single bear to be

found. He remembered the time when nearly
every other tree had a bear, the skins of
which were of some value.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTGRE: HHow

would you get the skins—pull them off while
alive?
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Mr. GUNN: There were certain districts
in Queensiand, he believed, where therc
were plenty of bears, In those districts
where they were a curse they could be
thrown open to slaughter, but where there
were only one or two bears they should be
preserved. There was no doubt that tnere
were many districts in which there would
not be a bear left very soon. It would be
a pity to see Australia denuded of its
beautiful bird life and all the other animals
they had been so fond of. When he was
talking about the destruction of insects he
forgot to mention that thers were some
insects which were very valuable. He
wished they could bring in the birds to
distinguish which insects were harmful and
which were not. When the white people
came to Australia first they had no lantana,
prickly-pear, rabbits, foxes, sida retusa ;
they had no sparrows; they had no Labour
party; they had no taxation factory, and it
was & lovely country. His idea was that
they ought to have State forests where they
could go in for reafforestation. Thoso
forests could be a sanctuary for all bird and
animal life; such as bears, opossums, and
their beautiful native animals, flying-mice,
and kangaroos. When the kangaroos be-
came too numerous and became a pest, they
could be killed off, e noticed there was
a reference in the report to feeding sheep
on prickly-pear. He had had a little experi-
ence of prickly-pear and it was no good.
The Government, after going to a lot of
trouble, discovered the same thing. The
report stated—

“The total cost of adequately supple-
menting  prickly-pear in sheep rations
does not promise (basing the estimate
upon the normal market price of pur-
chased feed) to exceed 2d. to 3d. per
head per week. .. . . There appears to
be no question after a period of sixty
days  continuous  administration of
prickly-pear as to its being an essentially
wholesome sheep feed.”

fle. disagreed with that.
port went on to sav-—

*“The board are cognisant of the fact
that sheep which have access to pear in
its natural state, and consume quantities
of the fruit, rapidly become emaciated,
and if not removed to more congenial
surroundings, soon die.”

That was quite right. As to the first part,
at 2d. it would be 8 4d., and st 3d. 13s.
a vear, and would never pay to raise sheep
with those prices. He noticed that the Pre-
mier the other day was talking about the
meat industry, and went on to say that in
Queensland they went right down to bedrock
and started to grow cattle, and slaughtered
the cattle and exhibited them at the meat
shops and gave the people cheap mear.
They did nothing of the sort.
OrposITION MrMeers: Hear, hear!

Later on, the re-

Mr. GUNN: If they wanted to start at
bedrock there was an industry in which
they could start right awayr. = They had
opened a ““pub” at Babinda. Why did

they not start with some prickly-pear, some
molasses, some bluestone, and tobacco from
Texas, and produce their own spirit to keep
their own State “‘pub” going without buy-
ing those combustibles from the profiteering
agency in Brisbane? (Opposition laughter.)
The Government talked about going down
to bedrock. They had always started at
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the place where everyone else had made a
success of the thing, and had carried it on
from that point. They never initiated any
industry worth anything, and they never
would; they were only following in the lines
that had been marked by the pioncers be-
fore them.
OprosiTiON MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. GUNN : If they wanted to start some-
thing new, why did not they start with
sheep, or put the black soil into a machine,
turn a handle, have two spouts—one for
butter and the other for milk. Chémistry

appeared to be the cure-all for

[7.30 p.m.] all these things. Instead of

experimenting in that way, they
let the unfortunate settler go into the back-
blocks and live on the smell of an oil rag,
and pave the way for the Government to
follow. Why did not the Government lead
and let the people follow? No, they had
only the brains of a blowfly. (Laughter.)

Hon. J. G. APPEL (Albert): On this occa-
sion he had to commend the Secretary for
Agriculture for the action he had taken in
cennection  with the preservation of the
bird life of the State. In the district in
which he lived the Agricultural Department
was good cnough to proclaim a reservation
extending from the south head of the Nerang
River to the Tweed Heads, and proclaim the
properties which he possessed there also to
be peservation for birds. It was marvellous,
¢ince that reservation had been effected, to
notice the increase in bird life. There were
very few birds there which one might call
edible birds. They were insectivorous birds,
sund some of them very beautiful birds, Since
the reservation had been made you could
see cock regent birds, satin birds, and other
Lirds of different characters which even he
—although he had been living there for
twenty-nine years—knew nothing about. At
cne time—not that he wanted to discourage
the bovs from learning to shoot with a pea
rifle—at one time the boys went round and
shot  everrthing, including the birds that
dealt with insect pests, with the result that
you would find poor little birds lying here
and there on the ground.

My, Corrixs: Keep cool

How. J. G. APPEL: The hon. member
was not cool on a previous night when he
was talking about those 3,000 canecutters in
the Bowen electorate. Ile had géne to hear
him in Market Square. (Laughter.) Some-
body interjected, and said, ¢ Germans,” and
an old ladv—he could see from her actions
what her nationality was—said, “Well, I
wili vote ‘No.”” (Laughter.) He simply got
up for the purpose of commending the action
¢i the Agricultural Department, following
on the action of the department under the
rrovions Administration. The birds deserved
tc be preserved, as anybody would agree who
lived in the couniry as he did and heard thqm
at dawn.

The TreasURerR: Did you ever hear them
at dawn?

Hox. J. G. APPEL: He was up before
dawn, and that was more than the hon.
member was,

The TREASURER: You must stay up pretty
late.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: At any rate, the hon.
member generally got the worm. (Laugh-
ter.)

The CHAIRMAN : Order!

Hon. J. G. Appel.]
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Hox. J. G. APPEL: The hon. member
for Carnarvon had been talking about native
bears, one of the most interesting of their
fauna, and it also should be protected. At
one fime round his house on the Lower
Ncrang and on the Upper Nerang you could
sce the:n almost every day. Now they could
hardly see one. They should be absolutely
protocted,

Mzr. CORSER:
to sell a skin.

How. J. G. APPEL: That should be done.
As a native of the Staté, ho liked to see the
native birds and bears. He belicved the
Minister was sympathetic, and he hopsd he
would carry olit the policy of the protection
of the flora and faunma of the State. They
only had a small population after all was
said aud dene, and their aboriginal popula-
tion was fast dying out. Where, on Bribie
Irland a few years ago, there were 300 or 400
aboriginsls, to-day there was not one. He
did hiz best, when he waz at the department,
to presorve human life in that respect, as he
thought wat adn dt{ »d by hon. members oppo-
site. On this ocrasion he could commend
the Minister for mhu he had done, and he
had even b=cn sble at times to compliment
thoe Treasurer when he ddid a public action
worthy of a Minister sitting on the Treasury
beneh.

Make it a criminal offence

The TrrisURER: You are mistaking this
for a valedictory.
Hox. J. G. APPEL: Oh, no, he was uot,

althcugh he believed he could shake hands
with the hon. member when they parted.
He would be sorry to leave the House with
ill-foolinrg against any member.

3Ir. Wrmr: Do you think you are going to
Icave?

¥ox. J. G. APPEL: There were only two
things certain in this life—death and taxes—
and they got enough of taxes. (Loud laugh-
ter.)

Mzy. Forg: There is no tax on the war loan.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: That was a Federal
matter, (AIthough he had had to pay a tax
for the upkeep of the navy since the tax
wus levied, and although hon. members
tuikad about the poll ta\ he was glad to
say he had paid more than £100 a year for

the upkeep of the Australian navy, which
had done such splendid work. He was
rroud of his contribution to it.

The SECREYZRY FOR AGRICULTURE: Pay it;

- there is no need to brag about it.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: The hon. member
never paid anything to it. Tle was inter-
csted in the Australian navy. Ie was proud,
as an Australian, that they had a navy which
had done the work it had, and he was proud
to have contributed to that navy. The Trea-
enrer had been good cnough to be a bit
surcastic over a few remarks he had made,
snd he was sorry for ib, because he had a
messure of admiration for the Treasurer, for
ha thought he was a very fine specimen of
as Australisn ne .tive, and his only regret
was that, being a fine specimen of an Aus-
tralian native, he did not carry out the tra-
ditions of an Awstralian native.

Mr. WINSTANLEY : Some Australian natives
will have no vote at this election.

[Hon. J. G. Appel.
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Hon. J. G. APPEL: Well, perhaps it
would be just as well that they did not. He
knew that he was going to have his vote.

The TreasureR: Do you support that
policy of robbing those Australian natives of
votes?

Hoxn. J. G. APPEL: No, he did not; he

thought it was a mistaken policy.
GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

. How. J. G. APPEL: He had no hesitation
ia saying that no matter how an Australian
native may vote, it was a mistaken policy
for a native of Australia to be dsprived of
his  vote, whether he voted “ Aye” or
“ Nay,” because he was a man born under
the British flag, and the freedom of the
flag was that you could vote and do as you
liked within the law.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Order! The
hon. member will not be in order in dealing
ywith that matter on this vote.

Hon. J. G. APPEIL: Hon. members led
him astray. Returning to bird life, he hoped
the policy of the Government would be that
which was pursued by the late Government,
and that was to preserve the bird life, and
he did not think any penalty was great
enough for those who contravened the law
in connection with that matter. Of course,
ther knew that hon. gentlemen on that side
of the House, .when 1t suited them, contra-
vened any law, as they did last night when
they bundled “ Hansards” over the fence,
and he hoped those men would be suitably
punished, and if the Prime Minister did not
do that he would be held up in contempt
by evers man who was an upholder of law
and order.

The CHATRMAN : Order!

Hon. J. G. APPEL: Any number of that
pink- document in great big black type was
ficating round, and who was going to pay
for it? He rang the Prime Minister up at
o quarter past 12, and he sent it in to the
censor the first thing in the mornlng, and
ha hoped he was going to take action, and
if he did not

Mr. CorsEr: You will, (Loud laughter.)

Hown. J. G. APPEL: No. It was not his
business, but men who countravened the law
ought to be punished. He commended the
Minister for the action he had taken in con-
nection with the protection of the flora and
fauna of Queensland.

The bell indicated that the hon. member’s
full time had expired.

Mr. MAY (Flinders): The few remarks he
had to make on the vote were brought about
by the department’s exhibit at the time of
the annual show, and he could not let the
vote pass without giving a commendation
to the department for the splendid display
they had at the Iixhibition. Kach year it
seemed to him they must have men, very
strong and carnest, in the department to
bring forward such a show at the Exhibi-
tion. There was one matter he wished to
go inte. He had been at it formerly, and
it might be a bit of a chestnut, but it was
with remard to the seed which was provided
for the farmers by the seed merchants. He
was not eulogising anrybody in particular,
but they had to report that certain prosecu-
tions had taken place over the sale by pri-
vate merchants of adulterated seeds, where
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only a small portion of the seeds would
germinate. There was no way in which they
could take the farmer down worse than by
selling bad seed. There were farmers on the
Opposition side as well as on the Govern-
ment side, and they knew that no matter
how a farmer tilled the soil and went in for
the best of manures, artificial or otherwise,
if he did not have a germinating seed the
whole of his labour was cast on one side.
Therefore, wherever anv seed was dispensed
to fzrmers which was of a bad nature, if they
could find it out the seedsman should be
prosscuted to the very highest degree and
made to pay the highest penalty thery could
enforce. He was very glad to see that the
densrtinent was now going into the idea
of bringing forward pedigree seed, which
was just as valuable to the community as
pedigren stock.  Tle had been engaged in
agriculburs many years ago, and he remem-
bered at the time they used to get their
pedigree seed from a Major Hallets, of
Brighton, and they used to pay up to £1 1s.
a bushel for his pedigree wheat, barley, and
oats. They were all selected and brought
to the highest perfection they could possibiy
have, and, although they used to get a cer-
tain quantity each year, the first year they
did not get the best returns, because it was
on a change of soil, and the seed had to
become acclimatised. Although he was only
a2bout 70 miles from Brighton, they used to
get the best returns on the second year, after
the seed got acclimatised. With regard to
potato culture, that was a matter that ought
to be gone into more thoroughly in Queens-
land than it was. In the South of England
they wvsed to get a change of seed potatoes
from the North, from Scotland, and they
used to reciprocate by sending seed back,
but they never got the best resalts on the
first crop, but on the second and third crops
when the different sceds they were planting
became acclimatised to the conditions in the
South. At the present time they had only
one send inspector throughout the whole of
Quecnsland, and although he was doing good
work, he (Mr. May) thought there was room
for another. He knew the seed inspector
and had a very high appreciation of him,
because he was sure he thoroughly under-
stood the buviness. He was not in the habit
of throwing bouquets about, but he heard only
vesterday or the day before two gentlemen
talking belonging to the Agricultural De-
rartment whose names hon. members could
not drag out of him swith a team of bullocks.
He happened to hear a conversation between
those two gentlemen, and they said * ‘Billy’
Lennon is the man for us; he takes notice
of his officers, and .{ we advise him he will
consult with us and he takes notice of what
wesay. A good many of the previous adminis-
trators of the Agricultural Department, when
they weve advised by their officers, used to
say. ‘No, they know nothing at all about
it Those men said, * If we do say any-
thing to ¢ Billy’ Lennon he takes notice of it.”

Mr. VowLes : Who was telling you that?

Mr. MAY: Did the hon. member think
he was going to tell? Theyv were two officers,
and two good officers. He was only too
pleased that he had heard that conversation
going on, He was not going to prolong the
debate, but it was a pet subject of his,
having had a vast experience with regard to
seed, and any man selling bad seed should
he prosecuted to the highest degree. because
a man could cultivate the soil and manure it,
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but if the seed would not germinate, the
whole of his year was lost and he had to
wait another year for his return.

Mr. STEVENS (Rosewood): Like other
non. mernbers, he would like to congratulate
the Department of Agricuiture and Stock on
the very fine report that had been printed on
last year’s work. The first item on the re-
port he wished to refer to was the fact that
a poultry instructor had been appointed,
and it was considered that that appointment
had already been justified. He was sure
every right-thinking person in the community
would be pleased fo know thut the keeping
of poultry as a business propositicn wag
being encouraged by the department. There
was no doubt whatever that, properly con-
ducted, the poultry business was a very
valuable adjunct to she wealth of the country.
He well remembared the late Professor
Shelton always said he felt inclined to take
his hat off when he met a hen. He (Mr.
Stevens) felt like that too, because the hen
was producing a large umount of wealth in
the country. Fe was pleased to know, that
the poultry instructor had been appointed.
There was @ rather curious manner in which
inforrration was jumbled up in the report.
After speaking of poultry, they went on,
without any break whatever, to say—

“The advance of the tick southwards
and the outbreak upon the Downs, an
area from which it has been kept ifor
¢o long, has caused an addition to the
staff of stock insnectors, not only in that
arca but in ile avenues leading thereto.”

TIe did not know whether the Minister
noticed the way in which that was sand-
wiched in with the poultry husiness.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: It may
be @ misprint, but that does not impalr the
value of ihe report.

My, STEVENS: He was not insinuating
thet it did. but merely quoting it in order
to refer obricfly to the question. There was

no doubt that the advent of the

8 p.m.] tick inio the country had caused

very serious losses indeed, and he
was afraid that it was quite possible that
they might still have those losses, unless
proper steps were taken to cope with the
pest. He understood that the department
had started to work in an area up 1 the
Sonth Burnett district in order to comimence
clearing the country of ticks.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
are several buffer areas.

Mr. STEVENS: It appeared to him that
the proper nlace to start would be their
Southern border, and then to work gradually
North. taking carc at the same time to keep
areas that had not so far been infested abso-
lutely clear. On page 3 of the report there
was a reference to the Govornment’s trans-
actions with regard to butter. They were
told how many thousand boxes the Goyvern-
ment *ook from the dairymen of Quefmsland,
and what money was obtained for it. Un-
fortunately, they had mno fizures given to
<how them what amount had been kept oub
of the pockets of the dairymen on account of
the Government’'s action with regard to
seizure of butter. They knew that a very
considerable amount had been diverted from
the pockets of the dairvmen into the pockets
of middlemen. speculators, and other people
who had ro interest whatever in the industry
beyond making money_oub of it. He trusted
that the experience which the Minister had

Mr. Stevens.]
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gained with regard to that transaction would
be such as to convince him that it was far
wiser for him, if he wished to do anvthing
to assist the dairymen, to encourage them in
their co-operative efforts, rather than to go in
for business he had no knowledge of, and
which must result in very serious losses to
men who had a right to every penny in the
industry beyound ihe actual expeuses of
marketing. He would like to refer briefly
to the subject of co-operation, orn page 24 of
the report, where mention was made of the
Co-operative Agriculturai Production Act.
From the remarks made concerning it, it did
not appear that the Act had heen of any
considerable benefit to the people on whose
behalf it was passed, which it appeared to
him was ‘argely caused by the fact that they
had an unsympathetic Government adminis-
toring the affairs of the country. Tt was
owing to that fact greater advantage had not
beenn taken of the Act, or further efforts
made to extand the co-operative principle,
which had proyed of such great benefit to
the dairymen of Queensland through their
own initiative. During the last general elec-
tion campaign the farmer was told by the
party now in power *hat—-

“The farmer must be a business man
«nd condnet his farm upon a businesslike
basis. He must he sufficiently alert to
prevent exploitation of his labour by
middlemen,  He must, by co-operating
with his fellows, market his own products
and thus eliminate the large and unneces-
sary army of commission agents, clerks,
ete.. who are employed by rival firms
for no other purpose than to gain profit
by coming hetween the producer and the
consumer.”’ )

That was a very excellent piece of advice;
but, unfortunately, the farmer had found to
his cost that the Government, while preach-
ing that upon the hustings, has gone directly
in the opposite direction since they had had
control of the reins of government. Instead
of assisting co-oreration, they had interfored
with it. Further than that, after making no
active effort for two and a-half vears, they
had now come down with a Bill framed for
the purpose of erabling them, instead of
assisting the co-operative farmers, to take
over the wsuccessful businesses which the
farmers had established under the co-opera-
tive principle; or, if not sweeping them out
of existence altogether, to become active
competitors with the farmers in their co-
operative businesses. He was certain that
the farmer would not soon forget the ireat-
ment he had received from  the present
Admmls?ratipn, when he had an opportunity
of <howing in a practical manner what he
thought about it. here was one rthing
further in connection with the butter trans.
action.  After waiting for about rwelve
months, after the last consignment of butter
was sent away to the old country, the Gairy-
men received as a surplus over and above
what they had already been paid a sum of
£23,0600 for distribution. That money was
not distributed amongst the dairymen only
who had preduced the butter, but over the
whole of the State, irrespective of whether
all the dairymen had contributed by their
labour to the production of the butfer. It
was very unfair that men carrying on the
dairy industry on proprictary lines, and who
had not contributed any portion of the butter
made on the co-operative principle by certain
dairymen, and which was seized by the Go-
vernment, should participate in the profits of

[3 r. Stevens.
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the sale. He noticed that there was still
a balance of some £9,000 to be distributed
as a result of this transaction. Possibly they
might get that some time during the coming
vear, but if not, there was no doubt that the
next Administration which came into power
would see that it was distributed as early as
possible.

He wished to make a passing refereace to
the blowfly pest. Although he had no prac-
tical experience of sheep, he noticed a para-
graph on page 5 of the report which appeared
rather strange. It said—

“It appears from the experiments
carried out by Mr. Brown up to the
present, practical immunity can be ob-
tained from the use of traps and the
regular dipping of sheep, and this is
proved by the freedom of the sheep on
Gindie. Of the 700 head, only 400 are
dipped or dressed and the whole flock is
in good health.” )

It appeared rather strange that the dipping
of hatf a flock would clean the whole. This
was a matter which required some little
cxplanation, in order to show how that result
was brought about. IHe was pleased to see
that the Government was alive to the ncces-
sity of taking what action they’ could to
cope with this dreadful pest, which he under-
stood had reduced the value of their flocks in
Qucensland by fully 25 per cent. e was
pleased to know that the Government was
cncouraging the production of cotton as far as
they possibly could. That was a matter upen
which he would like to compliment the
Minister and his staff. This industry at one
time was of considerable value to the State,
and should again become valuable as popula-
tion increased.

At fifteen minutes past 8 o’clock p.m.,

Mr. Fouey took the chair as Temporary
Chairman.

Mr. STEVENS: With regard to State
farms, he would like to draw attention to the
danger, when bringing stock on to a farm,
of 1ntroducing disease. He was sure the
officers would he fully alive to the necessity
of taking cvery possible precaution to keep
diseasc away. Too much care could not
possibly be taken in that regard. Only
recently, when he was in the Atherton dis-
trict, an outbreak of discase occurred among
the pigs there. He met one gentleman who
had lost a dozen valuable pigs, and he said
he could only trace the disease amongst his
pigs to the introduction of two pigs that he
bought from the State farm in that district.
He trusted the Minister would give instruc-
tions that every care should be taken to
ascertain that no diseased stock was jntro-
duced on the farms, and that they should be
kept there a sufficient time before they were
distributed in any district, so as to ensure their
freedom from disease. In_ connection with
that same subject he would like to bring
under the notice of the Minister the necessit
for having a veterinary officer further nort
than Townsville. At the outbreak of that
disease  amongst the pigs, the people
naturally communicated with his department,
and they were informed that an officer would
be sent from Townsville. Townsville was too
far away to adequatcly cope with an outbreak
of disease in districts in the far North. It
might take him at least three or four days
before he could reach those places, even if he
happened to be immediavely available.

There was one other matter to which he
wanted to refer, and that was the establish-
ment of public abattoirs, which came under
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the jurisdiction of that department, about
which they heard very much some three
vears or a little more ago, during the lash
year or two of the late Parliament’s exist-
ence. They were then told that it was
absolutely essential for the health of the
people, especially the people of the cities, and
more particularly of Brisbane, that public
abattoirs should be established without de-
lay. The late Government took immediate
action to securc a site to that end. If the
party which at present was in power was
sincere in its statements that it was abso-
lutely necessary in order to preserve the
Lealth of the people of Brisbane that those
public abattoirs should be established, they
should certainly have done more than they
had done to that end. They had cleared, at
an extravagant cost, a few acres of land;
and they had fenced it in, at a still more
extravagant cost. That was the total length
to which they had gone. During the Tate
election this town was placarded with
announcements such as ““ Vote for Lloyd and
Cheap Meat.” “Vote for Gilday and Public
Abattoirs,” “ Vote for Fihelly and Abatbors.”

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Your
placards were. “ Vote for Herr Stevens’;
don’t forget thut.

Mr. STEVENS: Since those gentlemen
were returned to power they had been as
dumh as an oyster with regard to the ncces-
sity for establishing public abattoirs to pre-
serve the health of the people of this State.

Mr. VOWLES: In dealing with the Esti-
mates of that department, he regretted to
find that the vote—which in the past was
too small—was gradually becoming smaller
still.  When they considered that the future
of Queensland was so wrapped up in_its
Agricultural Department and all the various
offices which came within its jurisdiction,
and when they realised that particularly in
the Western country, where rainfalls were
doubtful, the future of the State could only
be made certain by experimenting, he thought
that a progressive Government—such as this
claimed to be—should, at any rate. be pre-
pared to launch out to some extent and
supply the necessary money so that the de-
partment
carrvipq out the functions for which it was
established. What he said in respect to the
department at present existed in the past.
He was always one of those who believed
that, as far as the Agricultural Department
was concerned. it had always been strangled.
and it never would be able to do anv material
good for the State until such time as a
beneficent Government came along and found
the wherewithal by which its officers could
carry out jts work. He would have thought
that » Government such as this, which
claimed that it was going to revolutionise
Quecnsland. would have appreciated the un-
fortunate position in which that department
had always been, and would have given it
the opportunity it richly deserved.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICTLTTRE: We have
revolutionised Queensland ; we had a military
raid at the Printing Office the other night.

Mr. VOWTES: They had revolutionised
Queensland, but not in the direction which
was good for the State. With regard to the
report, there was no doubt that* it was a
beautiful compilation. It was instructive
and gave a good deal of material informa-
tion to the general public, and incidentally
tc members of Parliament; but when one
came to analyse it and looked at the large
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number of subject-matters which were worthy
of consideration, he must realise that in the
fve minutes which were given to them for
discussion on the BEstimates they had very
litile time to deal adequately with any sub-
ject. He wanted to deal with matters which
came within his own district. In doing so
he did not want the Minister or his officers
to take umbrage at what he said, because it
would be said in good faith, with the hope
that some misunderstandings and difficulties
that existed at present might be rectified.
One of the subjects to which he wished to
refer particularly was that of cattle dips In
general. He happened to ¥ve in an area
which was a buffer area, and it was neces-
sary for stockowners to dip.  They had had
some tremendous los:es of cattle as a resuls.
The Minister would remember, at Chinchilla
some little while ago. there was a tremendous
smash. He saw by the Auditor-General’s re-
port that the Government had been pleased
to pay £3,000 compensation.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: * Pleased
to pay it!” Oh, no. Not at all pleased to

‘pay it

Mr. VOWLES: Well, they should have
been more than pleased to pay when they
knew that the owners of those cattle lost
them either through the carele'ssness or
regligence of the officers who dipped the
stock, or by reason of the fact that the
material supplied to the dip was of such a
poisonous nature that the cattle were lost.
Now, that was only one of many instances.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Name
the other instances. ’

Mr. VOWLES: He would give him one
instance he knew of. The Wonga shire in
Dalby only last week had a claim made upon
it for £86, being damage caused to stock
through dipping at Bell. The dip was a
shire dip, but he understood—and he could
he corrected if he was wrong—that the
material for:charging that dip was supplied
by the department.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: We don’t
supply any dip. All we do is to gazette the
number and the kind of dip we approve.

Mr. VOWLES: Some dips that had been
recommended by the department had been
the cause of the loss of a lot of valuable
stock. When the material in that dip was
cent down to Brisbane for analysis it was
found that, instead of having the necessary
amount of poison that there should be in 1t
for dipping purposes, it had double the
amount.

The SECRETARY FOR A@RICULTURE: Unfor-
tunately, it is not of the homogeneous nature
that we insist upon.

Mr. VOWLES: He*did not_know if the
hon. gentleman knew it, but it ‘was going
to be the subject-maiter of litigation. It
had only oceurred during the last few weeks.
Now, that was an unfortunate state of affairs.
He was only instarcing that so that the de-
partment might 1ake the opportunity of
remedying those troubles. There were dozens
of other instances that mever came to light,
perhaps. The hon. gentleman would remem-
ber the smash that occurred in Sarma, just
bevond Bell, where a large number of stock
perished as the result of dipping. It was
stated that they were overdriven after being
dipped, but they were noct. They had the
same trouble as they had at Chinchilla; the
whole of their skins became blistered. Good-
ness only knew what tortures they suffered

M. Vowles.]
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before they died. In dealing with dumb
animals one did not seem to consider that
aspect: all one looked at was the necuniary
loss which the owner suffered. Tt was in
respect of that pecuniary loss. and the less
of those animals that would be reproductive
to the State, that he desired the department
to take that matter into earnest considera-
tion.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: We have
taken it into consideration.

Mr. VOWLES: TLosses had happened in
the Warwick district; he knew they had
hapnened down at Helidon.

The SECRETARY %OR AGRICULTURE: We are
giving it far more consideration than any-
body is awara of.

Mr. VOWLES: He hoped they had. It
was for that purpose he was bringing the
matter forward: so that the department
would realise what had happened and make
them alive to the necessity for preventing,
as far as they could, a recurrence of that
sort of thing.

The SecrRETARY rFoR
people arc negligent and careless, vou can-
not prevent these accident:s happening.

Mr. VOWLES: e understood that in the
last case he mentioned it was not becuuse of
carclessness; if anything, it was in the
specific, or the poison, or the charge—what-
ever ther liked to describe if. The dip was
cleaned out and recharged; «nd the cattle
perished.  'Who was responsible—the shire.
or_the Government that recommended a cer-
tain dip?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: The Go-
verament is not respmonsible at all.

Mr. VOWLES: He knew they were not;
unfortunately the ratepaysrs had to suifer.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: When
we arc responsible we pay; when we ave not,
we don’t.

Mr. VOWLES: It haopened that it was
not a Government dip. It happened to be
a shire dip; and that was the only reason
why the hon. gentleman and his department
were not calied upon to pay; because it was
under their advice and instructions that the
dip was charsed with material which was
used. Getting on to another subject that
affected country districts—the subject of way.
bills znd the Brands Act—they had a large
number of prosecutions lately in country
districts, all of which had been sanctioned
by the Department of Agriculture he pra-
sumed.

The SecreTsny

A FOR AGRICULTURE: All
initiated by 1ne, on proper grounds.
Mr. VOWLES: The following question

was asked by the member for Stanley (Mr.

Somerset) the other day :—

. “Does the department insist on the
insertion in waybills of all brands im-
printed on travelling steck? If so, and
in view of the impossibility of securing
those particulars  during = the winter
months, when the hair on stock is lon ,
will the department in future insizt on%v
on the entry of the last brand on the
waybill 2
The reply of the Minister to that was—
“Yes. the department insists on all
brands being imprinted. If stockowners
observed the provisions of the Brands
Act of 1915 and the regulations relative

[Mr. Vowles.
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to the use of second or subsequent
brands, the insertion of the last brand
would be sufficient.”
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
don’t chserve if, unfortunately.

Mr. VOWLES: He had alwavs contended
in technical cases—and they were all technical
cases that came into their courts—that all

that wus necessary in law was

[8.30 p.m.] that, as long as the last brand

was in ifs proper position, the
purchaser was entitled to put his brand
heneath that brand. All he had to do was to
aver that a certain brand, with other hrands,
as well as his own, were on it. Magistrates
would not hold that that was correct. The
Minister =aid that he had nct only sanctioned
hut brought about prosecutions in cases like
that.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
may not be made without my approval.

Mr. VOWLES: They had case after case
against reputable persons. He knew a man
who came down from Warwick to see a
doctor. He heard of a live stock sale, and
went and bought some. He went back in
in the train and the agent consigned them.
The waybill was given to the guard, and
they were taken off the train and put in the
station trucking-yard at Warwick. When
the owner came to inspect them, he dis-
covered that they were not strictly in
accordance with the waybill. He sent for the
village policeman, who referred the matter
to Brisbane, and the hon. member prosecuted
the agent. That was his offence—he told the
policeman. That was only one of many
cazes. In every instance the police, who
were representatives of the department, were
prepared to tell the bench that there was
no suspicious circumstances, that they did
not for one moment wish to cast any slur
on the gentleman who was brought forward
to answer the charge, but there was a tech-
nical breach of the regulation, and they
were convicted. The Chairman must know,
as an.Australian, that in the winter time it
was an absolute impossibility, without
shaving clean every beast, to get the brands
on it, He had appeared for such persons and
the bench had expressed regret that they
were cases which should have been thrown
out of court, and that because of the instruc-
tions coming from the department they had
no other course but to convict persons who
were no more guilty of an offence than the
Chairman.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: I do
not want innocent people to be convicted.

Mr. VOWLES: The Minister was con-
victing them every day. He might come
within the law himself one of these days if
he happened to own stock. Ie must know
that if he had a station mob bearing an
even brand, it was the easiest thing in the
world to describe it—so many cows or steers—
angd then give the brand, but when he got
into a district which was not a breeding dis-
trict, where there was a tremendous lot of
dealing, so that a man might have 50 per
cent. different brands, it was an impossibility
to have all those brands correct. He sin-
cerely hoped that the Minister would observe
what he had promised in that reply, and
that if the purchaser’s brand was on the
beast in a certain position after the owner’s
brand, it would be sufficient to say that there
was on it a certain brand and your own
brand, ‘‘and other brands.” If that were

They

They



Supply.

done it would get over a lot of vexatious
and annoying prosecutions, by which men in
his district were brought 50 miles and wasted
a couple of days—all to answer a technical
charge and be fined 1s. with 3s. 6d. costs.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
action is to prevent cattle-duffing,
know it.

Mr. VOWLES: If the hon. member would
carry out what he had promised the hon
member for Stanley, he would be in a
better position, because he would have re-
course not only on the owner in possession
but the owner of the previous brand, and
in future purchasers would be able to say,
“ 1 buy this beast if you previously put your
brand on it.”” So soon as that man put his
brand on the beast he took the onus of the
previous brands, and as long as his brand
was a recognised brand, then the boni fide
owner who put his brand in the next position
would be absolutely secure, because there
was the record of the previous brand as to
where he got the stock. It would not be a
premium to cattle-duffing but a means of
preventing it, because the person who bought
would sce that the seller’s brand was on 1t.

Our
and you

He had commenced speaking about cattle
ticks. There was another class of tick which
the hon, member and his department should
pay some attention—that was, the fowl tick.
They were the cause of very serious losses
in his district. Poultry breeders did not seem
to know anything about them, but the fact
remained that they were there.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: I do
not know anything about it.

Mr. VOWLES: The hon. member ought
to, as the head of the department. The re-
port of the department stated—

“The appointment of a poultry in-
structor has already been justified by
the demands upon his services and the
cvidence of awakening interest in this
valuable by-product of .the farm.”

Surely to goodness the gentleman who
could talk so loudly of the cattle tick, who
could tell them all about nodules in beef,
who could talk about the market.price of
tutter, and dircuss other subjects in his

capacity as Minister for Agriculture, must -

know of the existence of that fowl tick! It
was a perfect curse. Ile had it in his own
fowl run. It bred in millions, and he did
not know how they were going to get rid
of it. Young fowls died wholesale, The
tick got into the hollow of trees and old
wood. and you could not get rid of it. It
was going to be a serious menace to the
poultry industry, and the department needed
to get alive before it spread.

The SrORETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
not half dead, you know,

Mr. VOWLES: He knew they were not,
but it was time the department made some
research into this trouble. The hon. member
for Port Curtis had been laying down the
law with reference to cream and butter, and
talked about London parity. He went on

We are

to tell theme that Danish and Irish butter was’

selling at something over 220s. per cwt.,
whereas Quecnsland butter was only selling
at 151s. He did not tell them that the price
the producers were geftiig in Queensland
was a price upon which they agreed them
selves. He did not tell them that, notwith-
standing the fact that they were living in
normal times, so far as the production of

[29 NoveMBER.]

‘what the Australian got?

Supply. 3449

butter was concerned, the price was 2s.
better than the hon. member and his
department got when they commandeered
and sold butter in the worst drought times
the producers ever had. Nor did he tell
them that they had an assured market, be-
cause the Imperial Government paid for
everr pound within seven days of delivery:
nor did he tell them that it was going for
the use of their soldiers. The Minister knew
that if a consignment of butter were lost the
butter merchants and the producers would be
paid. He knew also that the only means
they had of getting a market was by making
arrangements with the Imperial Government,
who took all the risk, They were also told
that the agriculturist was getting 10s. a
bushel for his wheat, whercas the unfortunate
“cocky’” was only getting 5s. He had the
cffrontery to tell a lot of intelligent men,
who were supposed to wunderstand market

prices, that you could get wheat home for
10d. :

Mr. CorseR: 4s.

Mr, VOWLES: It was 4s. 7d. on top of
the 5s. cash., and 5d. for handling. Where
was the difference between the amount the
agriculturist in Ingland was getting and
The whole of their
crop was purchased by the Imperial Govern-
went, and the onlyr way they were able to
et it away was through the Imperial Go-
vernment. There was an assured markeb
and an assured price. So far as prices were
concerned. just compare the action of the
Federal Government in the fixation of prices
and the general dealing with the producers
with the tremendous fiasco of the hon. mem-
ber and his department when they were
dealing with it. On page 22 of the report—
and this was misleading—they were told—

“ There are 39,727 owners of cattle, of
whom 36,015 own 300 head or less, conse-
quently of the entire herd of 4,765,657
head, some 3,488.540 head are owned by
3.708 persons. Of sheep. there are in all
3.986 owners, of whom 2,428 possess 1,000
head or less, 1,188 own from 1,000 to
10.000, 360 persons own from 10,000 to
100.000, and nine people more than the
latter number.”’

Why should not they say, instead of nine
persons. nine 1nstitutions, comprising, per-
Laps. 100 or 207 individuals in each instance?
Tike the hon. member for Bowen, when he
waus talking about the wealth of Australia,
they referred tu the owners as private indi-
viduals: they classed the biggzest company in
Australia as an individual, and took no con-
siceration of the component parts of if.
Then, again, they found a comparative table
of the prices obtained for stock. They were
told that in 1917 fat bullocks ranged from
£18 7s. 3d. to £24 2s. 1d. The report went
on to say—

« Tt is not likely that prices will be
much reduced in the fubure, and it is
possible that the time has arrived when
the smaller farmer can profitably follow
the example of his brother in Hurope,
and by stall-feeding fatten off a few
steers each year to add to his income.”

That was the statement of the Government
which was purchasing stations and cattle for
the purpose of bringing down the price of
beef! It was a very nice indictment. Here
they had the Minister tell them plainly and
distinctly that it was not likely that prices
Mr. Vowles.)
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would be reduced, and advising everybody
who raised a beast to do it for the profit he
would get out of it.

The SECRETAR% For Pupric Laxps: What
do you think?

Mr. VOWLES: He was not there to give
his opinion on those matters. He was merely
criticising the opinions and statements of
hon, gentlemen opposite.

Mr, Weir: You gave your opinion on the
Wando Vale case.

Mr, VOWLES: If he told the hon. mem-
ber what he was, he would probably be
charged with a breach of the Standing
Orders. He would like to refer briefly to
co-operative factories. They were told in
the report that the Governirent, although
it had legislation in that respect, it was not
being awvailed of. The advances for the year
amounted to £1,000,000, and were entirely
for the dairying industry, and no company
owing money was in arrear with its engage-
ments, While the Hon. the Minister or his
department were lamenting the fact that
people were pot taking advantage of that
department, they were introducing legisla-
tion that was going to have the effect of
killing co-operation.

The bell indicated that the hon. member’s
full time had expired.

Mr. FORSYTH (Murrumba) said he
thought the Department of Agriculture and
Stock was one which should be carefully
considered by every member of the House,
Agriculture and stock were the principal in-
dustries in Queensland, and, therefore, any
report which gave information in regard to
themr: was something they should all study.
The report of the Department of Agriculture
and the experts of that department con-
tained an cnormous amount of information,
and was well worth the study of every hon.
member. The hon. member for Carnarvon
referred to the blowfly. Although the Go-
vernment were endeavouring to do some-
thing in regard to that, practically nothing
had been done vet to find a solution for that
terrible scourge, which was affecting their
flocks to such a great extent,

Mr. CirtER: You want to get fine wire-
netting to catch it.

Mr. FORSYTH : Tt was a pity they could
not catch the hon, member in and keep him
in.

Mr. Csrrer: I pay for my netting,

Mr, FORSYTH : It was quite well known
that this menace was going to be a very
serious question in Queensland. At the pre-
sent time thousands of sheep died from: the
blowfly. and during the last twelve months
things had been particularly bad, and while
‘the Government was doing what it could %o
find a solution to do away with the blowfly,
vet there was nothing so far that had been
done of any special importance. They were
told that traps were a good thing. He knew
reople who had gone in for hundreds of
traps, and while they might assist to a cer-
tain extent. there must be something else
found to block that curse which was devas.
tating, in many cases, the flocks of Queens-
land.  He knew one man who lost 25 per
cent. of his breeding ewes through blowflies,
and that man had gone o enormous expense
in connection with traps and other things to
get over the difficulty. Everybody knew the
reason why the blowflies were so bad last
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year was on account of the great amount of
wet weather. It was particuiarly bad in
the St. George district, but it was all over
Qucensland, and he hoped that the expert
the Government had got in connection with
the matter would continue his investigations,
and endeavour some way or other to help
those who were in the position that they
could find no cure. The only cure for blow-
flies so far was to crutch and dip. That,
no doubt, was a very great help; but, as a
matter of fact, he had known of cases where
within a fortnight or three weeks of a shee}?
being shorn or crutched, the blowfly was back
again. Hon. members would see from that
that it was a difficult matter to deal with, and
he hoped the Government would try to assist
those in the industry, so that the ternblﬁ
scourge might be got rid of. In sma,h
areas, perhaps, they could handle it muc
better than in large areas, but at the same
time it was something that required care-
fully looking into, and he hoped the Go-
vernment would do their utmost to get over
the scourge. | .
Vith regard to ticks, they were just as
ba? as cvgr, and it was mentioned on the
very first page of the report. They W%e
particularly bad in North Queensland. He
could understand the necess1ty_for dlppn.)g
coming through a clean area—it was somﬁa-
times necessary to dip twice—but, ab tﬁ
same time, dipping, more egpe_maﬂly wltd
weak cattle, was particularly injurious, anf
was the means of an cnormous numbeé' Ec)
losses, particularly with those who ha 'blo
dip twice. They were another terri e
scourge, and a menace to cattle, and eyery
effort should be made to keep them down.

i i le
With regard to slaughtering female catt
the reportcstated that the only solution thﬁy
could make of it was in conneetion with the
quantity of stock that came into the New-
market vards. It stated about 26 per cent.
of the stock sent there were cows, but 1t was
a well-known fact that nobody wanted ::io
slaughter female cattle if they \x:ould breed,
and the whole of the cattle sold in the yards

wls thot would not broed, and they
were <¢attle that Wouwid DOv oreth,

g attened up and sold just the same as
gsﬁicfisf That gas the principal reason why
a considerable quantity came into the
markets in Brisbane, but he did not think
there were many female cattle being killed
right throughout the length and breadth of
Queensland, because, at the present time,
anyone who had cattle that would breed
would keep them, because the price of cattle
was a fairly good one and it was to the
interests of those who were in the industry
to keep the cows that would breed and thus
increase their stock. Therefore, he did not
look upon that matter as being a very serious
one.

With regard to the killing of dingoes and
foxes, he noticed in the report that last
vear the number of ding?es and foxes killed
in Queensland was the largest in any one
veag He found that no less than 26,525
were killed in Queensland. The year before
was 25,924, Dingoes were another curse to
people in the pastoral industry, because they
were most destructive animals, and foxes also.
He did not know the best cure for that. The
department, in writing about the maftter,
spoke about the boards who had the matter
in hand not taking the interest they §hpuld,
and it also referred to the cost of administra-
tion. The cost of administration was nop
a very great deal, because the people in the
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district were paying very large bonuses to
the people who killed the dingoes. As a
matter of fact, a good many of the boards
pav 53. and some pay even as much as 10s.
a head, and in certain districts the people
who were troubled with dingoes were giving
a bonus of £1, apart altogether from the
fact that the board gave their 5s. or 10s.
a head. The argument raised on page 25
was one of the reasons—namely, that the
cattle-owner, by his inaction, preserved the
dingo. Tho trouble was that people who
kept sheep adjoining cattle found that the
dingoes came from the cattle country, and
the people who owned the cattle did not
trouble about the dingdes, because they did
not kill many calves; but they were a
menace to others, and something should be
done to enforce the provisions of the Act so
that those who were keeping breeding-
grounds for dingoes should be forced to kill
them. With regard to bringing down the
price of meat, the Government were under
the impression that by bringing cattle into
the Newmarket yard they were going to
keep the market low, but, as a matter of fact,
all the cattle the Government had sold at
Newmarket realised a very good price.

The SecreTaRy ror PusLic Laxps: The
price was lower when they were sold than it
was before. .

Mr. FORSYTH : The number the Govern-
ment sent in was a mere bagatelle.

The SrCRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
theless the market dropved.

Mr. FORSYTH: At the very time the
Minister teld them it dropped, the next week
the market dropped £2 and there were no
Government cattle in. There was nothing
in the Minister’s argument, and the whole

Never-

thing depended upon supply and demand. °

If they only had 400 at the sale when the
people wanted 600 or 700 the price of cattle
would go up. Hon. members would find
that last week the price of sheep went down
1s or 2s., and the Minister should know, and
if he didn't he (Mr. Forsyth) knew, they
might strike a good market when there was
a small supply and the price went up. But
if the following week there were 800 or 900
the price would come down.

. The SecrETsRY ForR PusLic Laxps: That
is why we did send ours in, and it did drop.

Mr. FORSYTH: It was a mere bagatelle,
and, as for talking about cheap beef for the
people, the Government took the best price
they could get and they got a very good
price. There was not the slightest doubt
about it a large majority of the butchers
were simply losing money hand over fist, and
he did not think that was a fair thing at
all, and something should be done to relieve
the position. He was speaking to a butcher
ouly yesterday—the butcher from whom he
got his meat—and he told him as an absolute
fact that during the last six months he had
lost £500 or £500.

The SEcRETARY For PuBLIC LANDS:
him down some of your cheap wethers.

Mr. FORSYTH : He wasn’t talking about
mutton. The price the butchers had to sell
at did not leaye them a profit at all, and that
was the cry right throughout the State—that
the butcher could not make a living. He
thought something should be done whereby
men who had to make a living out of the
industry should be placed in a different

Send
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position than ther were in at present. With
regard to the question of fruit culture, any-
one who read the report of Mr. Benson must
be satisfied he was doing a fair thing and
was willing to help in every way possible.
On page 8 of the report he made a statement
with regard to the North Coast district, which
was a very large source of production. In
the district he had the honour of represens-
ing many of the people were engaged in
fruit culture.

“The Director of Fruit Culture deals
very cexhaustively with the fruit industry
in his report, which will be interesting to
those who follow that occupation. He
points out that the principal cause for
the dissatisfaction among the growers was
caused by a combination of reasons that
can be briefly desceribed as want of co-
operation or combination, the glutting
of markets at certain times owing to the
prolific season with certain fruits, when,
in accordance with the requirements of
the consumers, other fruits were in good
dsmand and realised good prices, and the
restriction of shipping preventing free
access to our recognised markets.”’

Hn knew that during the big strike, which
lasted for three months, a great many of the
frait farmers in his electorate suffered enor-
rwous losses. They could only send a small
quantity of fruit to Brisbane, and Melbourne
and Sydney, the principal markets, were
hlocked. At a certain season of

19 p.m.] the year there was naturally a
glut of fruit. For instance, of
pineapples there was a large surplus. The
only cure for a big glut of pineapples wus to
have them tinned. The Government had
arranged to take a considerable quantity af
6d. a dozen f.o.b., but the price of tin, and
the nails for making the cases, as well as the
timber for the cases, was now so exceptionally
high as to militate against the arrangement.
In a certain part of his electorate they were
anxious to get a guotation from the Govern-
ment sawmill, and the Treasurer was good
enough to quote prices, but the price guoted
was more than they could get the timber for
from the outside sawmills. Of course, that
might be accounted for by the fact that
some of these sawmills were very ncar atb
hend, and could supply much cheaper than
mills a long distance away. He had seen
fruit grown in his electorate that could not
be surpassed, but when it was sent to Sydney
it had not realised more than from 2s. to 2s.
6d. a case. The Government should assist the
growers of pineapples by establishing a
canning factory, and having the fruit canned
and sent to out:ide markets. He found that
there were about 9,000 acres of land in
Queensland under banana culture. That was,
after all, not a very big area, but yet there was
+ large quantity of bananas grown. The Fiji
planters sent enormous quantities of bananas
to Svdney and Melbourne, and arranged with
the shipping companies to build special vessels
for the carriage of the fruit in the same way
as the West Indian planters had special
vessels built for taking their fruit to the old
country. As a consequence, the fruit arvived
from Fiji in an excellent condition, while the
fruit from Queensland, through not having a
special vessel to carry it in, arrived in a very
Lad condition. Some effort at co-ordination
should be made here, so that their [ruit-
growers would be able to give a certain quan-
fity of fruit to the shipping companies in
the season and have proper accommodation
provided on the vessels. There was a vessel
celled the ¢ Levuka,” which traded between

Mr. Forsyth.]
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Sydney, Fiji, and Melbourne, and that vessel
would carry from 60,000 to 80,000 bunches of

bananas, one-half of which went to Sydney
and the other half to Melbourne, "They
should endeavour to get a  vessel builg

specially for the purpose in Queensland, so
that the industry would prosper. There
was no country where bananas could be
grown better than in Queensland. In Cali-
fornia the whole system of fruitgrowing was
co-ordinated, The fruitgrower had not to
bother about finding a market. The fruit was
graded, and sold all over America by agents,
A system like that would work very well in
Queensland. Fruitgrowing was only in its
infancy in Queensland, and with proper
hz;r}dhnr, grading, and distribution of the
fruit there would be a great development of
the marlet in Australia. They could not very
well ship bananas to the old country, and had
to depend upon the Australian market, He
thought something might be done to dry
bananas and so provide foodstuff for the
people.

The SECRETARY For PubLlc LANDS: They
are very fine when dried. It has been done
and I have sold them in packets. '

. Mr. FORSYTH : There were many places
in_Queensland where the people would be
only too glad to get bananas in that form.
’Izhev ought to establish a arket in the
Central and Northern districts of Queens-
land, \N‘}lf’rﬁ the people did not get encugh
fruit. If they could educate the people to
cat more fruit it would be very beneficial in
this hot climate, and they could do that all
over Australia. The bulk of their fruig
went to Sydney now, and a little to Sel-
bourne, Adeclaide, and Fremantle, and also
to New Zealand; but there were localities
n Australia which never saw the Queensland
fruit, .130011.159 they were too far away from
the railway, and the fruit could not geb there.
When he lived in the North, they were socme-
times without fruit for six months and if
was only occasionally they got a case of pine-
apples or oranges.  He was in Mildura a
y?ay or tg’s_‘o ago, where, owing to the system
ol irmgation 1m operation, they turnec

£560,000 worth of fruit yearly. yThey wga(;gg
the fruit, the wholesale and retail pricce was
fixed, the people buying from an association
and the fruitgrowers got the whole benefit,

The bell indicated that the hom. member’s
full time had expired.

Mr. BAYLEY (Pitteworth): From the
standpoint of the farming districts, the De-
rartment of Agriculture and Stock was the
most important department in the State,
The runniag of this department on good lines
meant a great «eal to the farmers and
setilers of Queensland, and it was essential
thnt_' the very best and most thoroughly
qualified trained men, who were experts in
their own particular line, should be engaged
in the work of the department. It paidjto
employ the very best men that could be pro-
cured. There were one or two anomalies in
connection with the Chief Office. He noticed
that the .Director of Fruit Culture was put
down at .:8600 a_year, the Dairy Expert at
£450, while the Director of Agriculture only
got £400. It was strange that the Director
vf Agriculture, who needed to have such a
comprehensive knowledge, should only get
£400. He also noticed that the Cheese In-
structor got £225 a wear. He was a good
man, and one who understood his business,
and the amount put down was too low a
salary to give to a cheese expert. Men who
were not so competent as the present cheese

[ﬂ[ r. For s1/8h

[ASSEMBLY.}

Supply.

oxpert were getting £5 and £6 por week
as managers of factories, while the man who
had been appointed to instruct them in their
business was getting a much smaller salary.
e thought they were all prepared to admit
thut the present Minister had worked hard
and taken an earnecst interest in the depart-
ment. The hon. member for Port Curtis had
referred to the fact that during the year
1916-17 (July to July) the cream suppliers of
Queensland received 2d. per lb. more for
their butter than the suppliers of New South
Wales. e could not agree with that state-
ment. It was well known that the Federal
authorities took over the fixing of prices
in Octcber, 1916, and since that time the prices
cbtained in New South Wales and Queensland
had been practically the same. Farly in
(Getobor, 1916, prices were certainly a little
higher in Queensland than in New South
Wales. It was absolutely impossible for a
difference of 2d. per 1b. to exist for the whole
twelve months when the Federal authorities
took over the fixing of prices in October,
1916, and the State Government only had
jurisdiction for a period of three months or
a little over. Speaking of butter prices re-
minded him that the Government had not
done all for the farmers that had been
ciaimed by the member for Port Curtis and
others who had spoken from the Government
side of the House. Instead of helping the
dairy fsrmers to sccure as high a price as
possible for their product, this Government
had done absolutely the opposite. They
knew that at one time, when butter was sell-
ing in Vietoria at from 180s. to 200s. per
cwt., factories—co-operaiive and othorwise
—were forced to sell their butter at 50«
ner cewt. less than they could have got
in Victeria, and large quantities were com-
mandeered by the Government at that price,
meaning a loss of thousands of pounds to
cream and butter producers in this State. In
spite of that well-known fact, they found
some members on the opposite side saying
that the Government had given the dairy
farmers far higher prices than were obtained
in the other States of the Commonwealth,
He would like to say a few words in regard
3 the Agrvicultural College. When 1t was
established msny years ago. they had great
expectations of what was going to be accom-
vlished by means of that inctitution. A year
or two after it was established they had
more than eighty students on the roll, and
the minimum age for entering the institution
was veventeen vears. They found that had
besn decreased to fifteen years, and at the
heminning of the prezent year only twenty-
five studonts were on the roll. The proposed
cost for this year was £11.341. With twenty-
live studsnts, ecach standent would cost £450
per annum for his cducation.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICUITURE :
ar: many other privileges there
cdncating these young men.

Mr. BAYLEY : Yes, he knew they had a
rumber of teachers going there during the
year, and that farmers’ sons went there for
short courses. There must be something
wrong_ with the working of that institution.
Speaking from memory, the institution had
been established about twenty years. Hehad
entered the college the first day it was
opened, and there were then twelve students.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: You can-
ot expect boys to go just now.

Mr. BAYLEY : No doubt the war made a
difference, but after allowing for everything

There
besides
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ir: that regard they found that for years past
the number of students had been steadily
decreasing. It meant that the farmers of
Queensland had not a great deal of confi-
dence in the institution. If they had they
would send their boys there in greater num-
bers in crder that they might learn farming.
This college should be one of the grandest
and most helpful of all the institutions they
had in Queensland. It should do more than
almost anything else to imbue the young
men--and the older men, too—with the idea
that farming—agriculture—was an honour-
able calling; that it was not mere drudgery;
that it was not merely carried on by rule of
thumb, but that it could be carried on in a
scientific manner, and that it was necessary
that men should have a thorough scientific
training in order that they might be success-
ful on the land. e thought it would be
better if the college were run on different
lines and made more popular.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: What
lines would you suggest it should be run on;
do you mean by charging no fees?

Mr. BAYLEY: No,
very moderate ever since the college had
been instituted. e could tell the Minister
one or two things by which the college could
be made more popular. A number of years
ago they had quite a large number of dairy-
course students who went there to learn
dairying in all its branches—including cheese-
making, butter-.making, and so on. For
many years past they found that very little
cheese and an exceedingly small quantity
of butter had been turned- out at the college.
He knew that young men who had gone there
with the idea of taking a special training in
butter-making, cheesemaking, relrigerating,
and so on, had left the college because they
had not been able to get the necessary train-
ing. What was the reason? It was not
because the teaching staff were not capable or
competent to tesch; but thers was not suffi-
cient milk there. Some little time back they
had only between fprty-five and lifty cows
on the college property.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: We are
taking cream from outside now.

Mr. BAYLEY: He understood they were
doing that now; but still the quantity was
not sufficient. He was there some time ago
and was advised that it took all the milk
they were producing on the property to keep
the masters’ houses and the college students
and others on the place supplied in butter.
For very many months at a time no cheese
whatever wis maenufactured. That was not
as it should be. e would advise the Minis-
ter to do all he possibly could to increase the
milk supply and encourage the neighbouring
farmers to take their milk to the college
factory. Then, again, what was to stop them
increasing thelr dairy herd and geiting
greater milk supply? That would be a step
in the right direction. In spite of the fact
that there was much more cultivation there
now than theve was in the early stages, they
found that the miik supply had decreased
very considerably, and it was absolutely
impossible to go in for butter-making, cheese-
making, and other phases of the dairying
industry.

Mr. BEBBINGTON :
to work on Sundays.

The SroRETARY FOR Pusric LaxDs: Your

people would not allow them to sell the
cheese and butter that they made. They

The students don’t care
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were afraid it would interfere with private
enterprise.

Mr. BAYLEY : In regard to the scientific
theovetical training given in that institution
they found that the theoretical lessons had
been practically whittled away to nothing.
They had a trained chemist there who used to
give lessons on elementary and analytical
chemistry to students. Quite a number of
young men had left that college with a prac-
tical knowledge so far as chemistry was con-
cerned. He understood that at the present
time and for a considereble time past nc
training -worth speaking of had been given
to the students in that particular business.
Coming to thie other sciences, at one time
they had quite un up-to-date curriculum. At
the present time the students learned very
little more than they wonld learn in an
ordinary State school. He thought it was a
pity that that was so. The institution had
cost a vast amount of money and it was
costing a large amount of money every
year; and 1t behoved the department, and
Parliament, to sce that that institution—
which should imean so much to the farmers of
Quecrsland  #nd  their sons, the neople of
Qucensland generally, and the State as a
whole—was made as efficient as they could
possibly muke it.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
He did not propose to delay the Committee,
but he thought a word or two of congratula-
tion to the Minister would not be out of
place.  Ile had certainly galvanised that
department, and they found that to-day it
served the public in @ way in which it ngver
had «done before. FEvidence of that was
before ¢ the House that session when
two Bills were brought in for the purpose
of placing at the service of the producers
the whole of the influence of the department
in finding markets and in handling their
preducts.  Also they found him endeavour-
ing to extend agriculture into the North
around Townsville, where there was some
excellent land for fruit and other products.
On the whole he thought the Minister had
rcason to be pleased at the result of his efforts
in that department. He wished to refer to
one or two remarks made with regard to the
price of wheat. The member for Warwick,
by figures which he quoted, endeavoured to
show that the Queensland farmer had some-
thing to be pleased over in the marketing
of his product this season. The very reverse
was the fact. Instead of the Queensland
farmer congratulating himself on obtaining
war prices, as a number of other producers
had since the war began, he could absolutely
do nothing of the sort. Their woolgrowers,
their beef and cattle men, and quite a num-
ber of other producers had all profited by
the war; also the dairyman, who had had a
big price for his cheese and butter right
through. But the wheatgrower in Queens-
land, instead of getting a biwzger price, had
got a less price than even those in a neigh-
bouring State; notwithstanding the fact that
the neighbouring State was compelled to go
abroad and find a market for its wheat,
while the Queensland grower was not pro-
ducing enough to keep the wheels of our
mills turning in the State. The price of
wheat in Queensland for this year, he
thought, ran from 4s. 9d. down to—according
to reports made by deputations that had
waited on the Premier—something like 3s. 9d.
or 3s. 6d.: and some could not even get a
buyer. When they came to consider that

Hon. J. M. Hunter.]
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the Australian pool fixed the price of wheat
in New South Wales—and in fact throughout
Australia—at 5s. 6d., while Queensland
growers were compelled to take 4s. 6d., there
was nothing much to be pleased about as far
as the Queensland grower was concerned.

When they remembered that, over and
above that, wheat was required to make up
the full supply of Queensland, and it had
to be bought in the South for 5s. 6d., and

freight and wharfage charges

[9.30 p.m.] had to be paid for bringing it

here, raising the price to some-
thing like 6s. a bushel, one could see how
much the Queensland farmer had gone short
of what he was entitled to. If the miller
could try to throw dust in the eyes of the
farwer, and tell him he should be pleased
with the result, he was not, to put it mildly,
stating quite the correct position. As a
matter of fact, the Warwick Farmers’ Milling
Compeany advanced to the wheatgrower 4s.
6d. to 4s. 9d., he thought, somewhere about
the beginning of the season, and that was
immedately seized upon as the price to be
paid by other millers, and they went on buy-
ing at that price. taking as mych or as little
as thev chose. TUnder those conditions the
farmers had nothing to thank the millers for.
nor had the consumers of Quecusland any-
thing to thank them for. Although the price
of wheat had been so low, and had fallen
since the time the price of flour was first fixed,
the price of flour had never altered. It was
fixed on a basis considerably higher than
4s. 6d. per bushel for wheat. Nither one
of two things should have been done
by the Commonwealth. The price of wheat
should have been fixed in Quecnsland at the
same price ax in the rest of the Common-
wealth, or the price of flour should have
been reduced, so that the usual relation be-
tween the price of wheat and the price of
flour would have prevailed. Kither the pro-
ducer or the consurer, or both, had suffered
in consequence of the position. He made
those remarks because he came from a
Western district, where first-class wheat was
grown, and he knew that the growers this
season had not received anything like the
_ price they should have received compared
with those in the Southern States. It was
truly stated by the hon. member for War-
wick that the New Soutl: Wales growers
had not received as much as the Queensland
growers, but they must remember this differ-
ence* that the Queensland grower had been
paid right out, and had nothing more to
expect, hut a large proportion of the wheat in
the South had not been sold or shipped hoine,
and until the pool was cleaned up they could
not distribute the last penny which was
coming to them.

Mr. BarnNES: Last

they reccived 3s, 11d

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS :
Yes, but that had nothing to do with this
year’s price. He thought the Minister for
Agriculture paid something like 5s. 6d. for
all the seed wheat bought, but last year,
if it were left to the millers, they would
probably have paid 3s. or 3s. 6d. If war
profits were going to come, the wheatgrower
was entitled to the same consideration as the
dairyman, or the woolgrower, or the cattle-
man.

Mr. Barxes: The Minister for Agricul-
ture paid 4s. 9d., too.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS :
He was under the impression he adverfised

[Hon. J. M. Hunter,
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that he would take all the wheat he could
get at 5s 6d. At any rate, the millers did
not pay enough this year—that was the point.
Or rather, *hey either paid too little for their
wheat or sold their flour at too high a price.
The hon. member could have it either way
he liked. The hon. member for Murrumba
wanted to know by what argument the Go-
vernment could claim that they had effected
a reduction in the price of beef. It was a
well-known fact that when the State cattle
were sent into the Enoggera markets i}he
price did drop, for the very reason which
the hon. member gave himself. With the
extra supply, the price dropped.

Mr. Guxy: Why didn’t you send them: in
when there was a bare market?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS :
How could the market be bare when they
flooded it? 'The market would have been
bare if they had not sent them in. They
kept on sending them in, and the difference
between the Government sending them in
and private cwners sending them in, was
that the Government sent them’ straight to
the vards and sold them. They did not
arrange with somcbody to have them sent
back if there were too many yarded. That
was a secret method of market rigging in
which the Government were not joining with
the cattlemen. Whether the supply was over
or under, the demand did not make any
difference to the Government, but it was very
carefully watched by the cattlemen at a time
lile this, when cattle were scarce. On the
whale, he thought the Minister for Agricul-
ture was very much to be congratulated on
the year’s work he was able to show.

At twenty-five minutes past 9 o’clock p.m.,

The Cuzarryan resumed the chair,

Mr. SOMERSET (Stanley): The hon.
member for Dalby referred to the questions
he had asked and the replies given thereto.
He wanted to mention that he had received
a considerable number of letters which showed
ihat cattle-owners were very much disturbed
about the question of dipping and also with
regard to the other matter of showing all
the brands on the waybill. He asked the
questions with the intention of getting from
the Minister a statement of exactly how the
case stoo@ e found that the replies were
unsatisfactory, because, with regard to dip-
ping, the question was—

“In the event of two dippings being
ordered for travelling stock, is any specific
interval allowed between dippings, and.
if so, what period?”

The answer to that was—
“ Yes; seven to-fourteen days.”

Now, the various inspectors had been in-
structed to get the cattle dipped twice within
seven days, and he considered there was a
considerable difference hetween dipping them
within seven days and at an interval of
seven days. Some letters appeared in the
“ Daily Mail” and the “ Toogoolawah Times”
with reference to the matter, from Mr. Ernest
F. Lord, who complained very much about
the effect of the dipping. He believed that
the department replied that in certain cases
it was quite ecasy to obtain an extension to
twelve days, but people were not aware of
that. and the instructions to the inspectors
wera: “The cattle must be strictly dipped
or the stock cannot leave for their destina-
tion.” He would like the Minister to make

it clear to the people that if they asked for
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an extension they would get it. Another
question he asked was whether it was abso-
lutely necessary to show all the brands in»
waybills, and the answer was—

“Ves; if stockowners observed the
provisions of the Brands Act of 1915 and
regulations relative to the use of second
or subsequent brands, the insertion of the
last brand would be sufficient.”

He had looked up the Brands Act of 1915
and could find nothing in it about the matter.
but when he came to look up the Diseases in
Stock Act, to which no late additions had
been made, there he found the regulation.
It showed, at all events, that the two Acts
and regulations were complex, that there
was certainly ambiguity as to the meaning of
* 'Within seven days’ or “ At an interval
of seven days,” and as to whether the
srhedule in the Brands Act or the Diseases
in Stock Aect applied to the waybills, When
he looked up the Brands Act, where one
would naturally expect to find it, he found
oxactly the old schedule to which he had
been accustomed for the last forty years, at
any rate— Number of stock, description of
stock, brands and marks.”” He never in his
iife had given all the brands on a beast.
ITe contended, with the hon. member for
Dalby, that if the Minister had isswed in-

structions to magistrates, as he said he
did—-
The SecRETARY FOR AcrIcULTuRE: I did

not issue any instructions to magistrates. All
I say is to prosecute.

Mr. SOMERSET: If the Minister did
not give instructions, the magistrates had
given wrong  decisions.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Unfortun-
ately, owing to the carelessness of stock-
owners, they do not care where they put
brands. They will not take the trouble, like
yourself, to read the Act.

Mr. SOMERSET: He had known the Act
all the time.
The StcrETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: The posi-

tion of the brands has been entirely changed
within the last two years,

Mr. SOMERSET : He knew the position of
. the brands had changed, but the regulation
was not altered, and it ought to carry the
same weight it used to carry, and if we gave
the last brand with other brands, that was
sufficiens to put on any waybill. The regu-
lation he had referred to was—
“I [name and address of owner] do
hereby certify that I am the owner of
the stock mentioned in the schedule
below, for the purpose of their being
travelled from [place or run] to [destina-
ticn] consigned to [consignee], and that
such stock will travel by [rail or road or
both, and route to be taken],”

and then they gave the number of the stock,
the deseription, and the brands or marks.
The regulation regarding waybills read—
¢ Every owner of travelling stock shall,
before starting on his journey, provide
himself with a waybill in the form in the
ninth schedule hereto, and shall carry
such waybill, together with the permit
issued by the inspector, until the stock
have arrived at their destination, and
shall produce the same at the request of
any inspector, police officer, or justice of
the peace?’

And then there were instructions about an
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interim waybill,

; and so forth. That was
exactly as it used

to be ever since he could
remember. The matter was causing a great
deal of heart-burning among the stock
cwners. They were very dissatisfied and did
not know where they were. If the Minister
would only listen to him, he would make a
suggestion. Why not end the trouble by the
issue of a pamphlet which would be compre-
hensive enough to contain the actual Act and
the schedule, and state clearly what was
meant by ‘‘interval” and ¢ within,” and
20 on? He remembered a law case, when he
was in New South Wales, which took up
considerable time in the courts at Grafton.
It was about the word “ whenever.” A store-
keeper had bought corn from a farmer, and
e agreed to pay for it whenever it was de-
livered, and the farmer was naturally after
his money when the first delivery was made,
and the storekeeper refused to pay him. It
turned out that one man was Scotch and the
other English, and they both had a different
meaning of the word ‘“whenever,” and the
judge was sensible enough to have the case
settled out of court. It was the same with
1egard to these words * within”’ and ¢ inter-
val,”” and the Stock Department inspectors
did not understand the difference between
the two, He thought, if his suggestion were
adopted and a guide was issued, something
like “The Drovers’ Guide,”’ issued by XMy,
I“. R. Gordon, it would save a lot of trouble.
Why should these schedules be in the Diseases
in Stock Act instead of in the Brands Act,
when they related to brands? It was clearly
shown in the printed document he had there
from the Minister in answer to his questions
“ the provisions of the Brands Act and regu-
lations thereunder,” and the regulations were
not under the Brands Act, but under the
Diseases in Stock Act.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
After the very cexhaustive discussion hon.
members had been pleased to devote to the
first item of the Department of Agriculture,
he supposed they would consider it discourte-
ous of him if he did not reply to them. First
of all, he would like to say that most hon.
members on the other side had expressed a
somewhat qualified commendation of the way
i1 which the department was being run, and
other hon. members had even gone one better
than that. Hon. members had drawn atten-
tion to many things which they considered
inadvisable, and so on, and a great deal of
talk was made about the loss of Mr. Bailey,
who was the Government Botanist, and also
curator of the Brisbane Botanic "Gardens.
No one was more gricved than he when Mr.
Bailey was leaving the State, but he could
not be kept here. He was determined to
leave for Adelaide. He was a native of that
city, and he desired to return thereto. FPos-
sibly, if they had offered him a substantial
increase, they might have been able to retain
his services, but his heart was set on getting
back to Adelaide. They had Mr. Bick—a
good man—to succeed him, a man who had
been trained by Mr. Bailey, and the position
of Government Botanist had now been con-
ferred upon Mr. White, who was trained by
the old Mr. Bailey.

Hon. J. ToLmie: A grandson of Mr. Bailey.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTUR™:
Yes; and he had a more intimate knowledge
of the botany of Queensland than any maan,
bowever skilled, could obtain in anything
like two years. So he thought they were
quite right in retaining the services of Mr,

Hon. W. Lennon.]
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White in that position. A good deal had been
said about the need for more experimenta-
tion. That was all very well, but experiments
cost a great amount of money. They had
conducted an experiment at Wallumbilla in
regard to the feeding value of prickly-pear,
and he was very sorry the board of experts
who_had control of that matter under the
Minister had not yet completed their report.
He would have been much more pleased if
he had been able to table the report before
the discussion on the Estimates. But®when
he came to think of the amount of discussion
that had teken place on the Under Secre-
tary’s report, he thought perhaps they would
get on very much better if they had no re-
rorts at all. Hon. members set most of their
comments on the report of the Under Secre-
tary insiead of on the Estimates themselves.
They had had such long discussions about
the flora and fauna, and so0 on, and onc hon.
sentleman had discussed the flora so long
that he was reminded of the old song.
“Ye shepherds, tell me, has my Flora passed
this way?”’ He thought this should be
more of a business discussion dealing with
the expenditure. One hon. member called
atiention to the large expenditure by the de-
partment on the Gatton College chiefly, and
whilst it did cost a good deal to run it, the
fact must not be overlooked that it was an
edurational establishment which in many re-
pests did not bring in any return. But it
was not all loss. Onc of the items he would
like to call attention to was this: From the
inception of the college up till the 30th June,
1017, the total expenditure on the college was
£208,926, and the receipts since its establish-
ment arcounted to £59,418. The receipts for
last year were £4,200, and though it might
cost £11,000 to ruu the college this year, that
amount was brougbt down a good deal by
the return. At the present time they were
not oaly providing instruction in poultry-
raising to soldiers, but they were also giving
lectures there to grown-up farmers, and to
their own stock inspectors who went there to
get instruction in many things, and the lec-
tures given to farmers there were so highly
apprecinted that he had been asked to afford
similar facilities for instruction by giving
leatures st the Yecrongpilly Experiment Sta-
tion. He was sorry to say those lectures had
not been availed of to a sufficient extent to
justify him in going on with it. Some hon.
members advocated an increase in the vote
for the department.

He was quite in accord
with them on that. He advocated the same
thing when on that side of the House. The
hon. member f.r Murilla spoke about wheat,
and #aid the present Government had not
done so much for the farmers as the pre-
ceding Government. The hon. gentleman
gshould be more careful. If he brought in
the fact that they spent money in ploughing
the land, perhaps he was justified, but the
present Government spent very much more
- money for seed wheat than the preceding
Government. For example, in 1916 they
rvurchased 98,300 bushels of wheat, costing
£30,700, and they distributed it among 1,389
farmers, whereas the preceding Government
Lought about equal to half that value, and
only distributed it among 800 odd farmers.
So he ccnsidered the present Government’s
henefits were wider spread, and consequently
more generally beneficial. In addition, they
spent the sum of £13,410 ir the purchase of
facdder, which they supplied to dairymen for
the purpose of preserving their stock from
starvation. Referring again to the matter of
the purchase of wheat this year, to which the

[Hon. W. Lennon.
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hon. the leader of the Opposition took excep-
tion, he would like tc remind the hon. mem-
ber that there was £50,000 owing to the
department for wheat already distributed.

Hon. J. Tormie: Did I not make a sugges-
tron to accept debentures?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
Anyone who knew anything about the farmer
knew he was continually issuing promissory
nctes, which was his kind of debenture, and
ur:fortunately he was not always able to
wmeet them, and he (Mr. Lennon) did not
see how the farmer’s position would be im-
rroved by giving him further facilities for
“ flying kites,” as it was termed. Of course,
he was well aware the leader of the Opposi-

tlon was in a jocose mood when

[10 p.m.] he made that suggestion. He

did not seriously mean that.
Reference had Leen made to the very serious
loss of some 400 head of cattle at Chinchilla.
wkhich had been dipped under Government
sueprvision. It was proved that the liquid
used in the dip was three times the proper
ssandard strength, which resulted no doubt

in the destruction of those cattle, A claim
was made upon the department, and the
department had to stand up to it. It was

a great pity that people who were in charge
of important work of that sort were not
more careful, and more frequently tested the
strength of the liquid they were using in
their dips, so that thery did not involve the
Government in such very serious loss. Re-
forence had been made to bird life in
Quesensland, and that more care should be
taken to conserve it. He did not think any
greater care had been taken hy his prede-
cessors than he had taken. He had added
t~ the list of protected birds. The hon.
member for Rockhampton desired to see
placards warning people about the birds.
Throughout his own district he had placards
printed in the Italian language, so that
the new arrivals in the State should be
made acquainted with the fact that bird
life mu«t be protected Attention had been
culled to the mnecessity of giving greater
attention to the growth of cotton. He had
done everything possible in the matter, and
had distributed more seed than had ever
been distributed before. The production of
cotton last year was three times more than
the year before, and the production this
vear would probably be twice what it
was last year. There was a good market
for cotton at the moment, which was
brought about by the unfortvnate condi-
tions prevailing, and, perhaps, when thore
conditions had passed away cotton Wop]d
not maintain its price, and cotton-growing
would not be so profitable as now. He
regarded cotton as a good adjunct to a
farm. He regarded 5 or 10 acres of cotton
as the maximum in conjunction with other
things. They were offering the farmers every
reasonable encouragement to go in for the
production of cotton.

With regard to the pest of blowflies,
reference had been made to the fact that they
were only able to produce 64,000 flies in the
three traps. He thought he was safe in say-
ing that the Agricultural Department in
Queensiand was the very first in Australia
to attack the subject of a fly enemy.

Mr. Guny: 'Those-traps were invented by
a New South Wales gentleman.

The SEKCRETARY FOR, AGRICULTURE:

We were the first to buy them and make the
effort. He had been urged to make more

%
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inguiries and do something to cope more
effectively with the blowfly pest.  He re-
garded it as a rerious menace to Queensland.
They had had three cxperts for a consider-
alle time devoting a good deal of study to
the question of having a more effective lure
to attract the fy.

The hon. member for Carnarvon referred
to the dsstruction of the native bear. He
(Mr. Lennon) had been pestered with appli-
cations from members of the female persua-
sion, asking him if he had no heart. The
hon. member for Carnarvon said, somewhat
flippantly, that they allowed bears and
opossums to be slaughtered in the hope of
extinguishing the nstional debt. They had
continued the close seasons for the whole
vear after they took office; and last vear
they shortened the whole of the close season
to two months, but they were informed that
1 many parts of the State there were a
» number of opossums, which injured the
Certainly, the bear was not so harm-
ful. He was assured that there had been a
fair number of very old men, who were
unzhle to make a living by hard labouring
work, who felt they ought not to be denied
the privileae of having an opportunity
for two or thrce months in the year to get
opessums  and bears.  He would make no
promise that ho would close the scason all
the time in regard to opossums, but he pro-
posed to give a little further rest to destruec-
tion of the bear.

Something had been said about the neces-
sity for abattoirs. They were charged by
hon. members opposite with being great
advocates for the establishment of abattoirs
in days gone by. He still thought Govern-
ment abattoirs ought to be established, and
they would have been begun before this but
for the fact that under present conditions
the State butcher shops were not supplied
by bullocks killed for State purposes, but
by meat from the meatworks. Moreover, it
was not quite certain that they had chosen
the proper site for the State abattoirs. It
was thought by some people that they ought
to be established on the river bank. In view
of the scarcity of cash, he thought the
Government had been wise in not pushing
on with expenditure in that direction. It
would prehably mean a quarier of a million
of money for up-to-date abattoirs on the same
lines -as those at Adeclaide, which he had
insnected—abatteirs similar to which weuld
suit Quecnsland.

They -were taking very vigorous action
with regard to ticks, although they did not
hope to please everybody in that matter,
In fact, no sooner had he come to a decision
to take more vigorous action in connection
with tick eradication than he immediately
received petitions asking him not to go on
from people who said ther were going to be
ruined. The tick was a serious menace.
The tick fHourished in a season like the
present. He was informed from reliable
zourees that there were sporadic appearances
of ticks in the North, where they had never
been known hitherto. They had been dis-
covered somewhore near Boulia, which had
heen regarded as a clean area. Consequently,
dragiic efforts would be required in this
matter, and they had determined to erect
soveral dips along the Northern Territory
Lorder, because there was a lot of cattle in
that district, the owners of which desired to
bring them into Queensland, and the Stock
Department had prevented their entry for
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some time past. The time might come when
cattle in the Northern Territory might be
indispensable to Queensland if the meatworks
were to be kept fully supplied.  The hon. mem-
Ler for Murrumba had dealt with the matter
of dingozs, blowflics, and ticks, With regard
to dingces: Last year they had intended to
amend the Marsupials Act, bui hon. members
opposite did not encourage him very much
in the matter. The Bill was turned down in
another place, no doubt at the instigation of
hon. members opposite. That Bill proposed
to make a level fee of £1 per dingo scalp;
and since it had been rejected a large number
of pastoralists had told him that they re-
grefted very much the action of the Oppo-
siticn in defeating the Bill. So much had
been said about butter that one hardly liked
to go into the question, but it would be
unfair for him to let pass the opportunity of
replying to some of the statements made to-
night. On a former occasion the depart-
ment was challenged on its so-called bad
administration, and the whole thing was dis-
cussed so exhaustively, and had been talked
of continuously ever since, that he was
heartily sick of it; but he thought that
perhaps he might say something further on
the subjcet.

The¥ had becn told that that Government
was deterniined to ruin the co-operative com-
panies, [le would like to make a comparison
betwwen the work of the department and the
work of some of the co-operative companies.
He had rothing but the friendliest feelings
for the co-operative companies; but seeing
ihat hon. gentlemen opposite had persisted
in the statement. he would give them this
comparizon. He thought it would be unwise
to name the particular company, but any
member could see for himself what company
it was, if he so desired. Cormparing the
department’s  transactions with these of a
prominsnt eo-operative company, the position
appears very favonrable to the department.
The comnany consigned 17,614 boxes, the
gross realisation of which was £75,111 (£4 6s.
per box), and the charaes against London
consignments totalled £12,707, or 16.7 rer
cent. The department consigned 29,010
hexes, the gross realisation of which was
£141,921 (£4 16s. per box), and the charges
against London consignments totalled £11,859,
or 8.3 per cent. 'That was a fraction less
than half the charges made by the co-opera-
tive comparny. What hed hon. gentlemen
opposite to say to that? Those were facts
which could be verified. They had hear
some acrimonious discussion on the question
of the promise on which butter had been
sold in London. The managers of the busi-
ness in Brishane offered that hutter to the
Imperial Government at 149s, 4d. per cwt.,
but they got 151s. The average net price of
butter sold in London by the -Queensland
Government was 179s. 4d. per cwt., being
22:. per owi. more than tha price voluntarily
accepted br the butter producers through
their azent:, The Imperial Government had
just agreed to pay 15ls. per owt. f.oh. for
30,000 tons of Australian butter, which was
offeredl them at 149s. 4d. That was another
henefit conferred upon buttermen: but they
could not get gratitude from the buttermen.
If the hon. member for Drayton was a fair
sample of the butterman, he did not know
what gratitude was, nor did he know what
decency in debate was.

Mr, Vowres: What are the dates?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
It was probable the sales were effected over

Hon. W. Lennon.]
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the same perlod There was no fluctuation in
favour of either consignor. To show the
kindly manner in which the department had
treated the butter iransaction, they were out
of pocket an average of over £50,000; at
one %ime it ran up to as much as £‘20,QOD
For a term of six months they were out of
pocket £50,000; and that would come to
£1.250, even at 5 per cent. They had not
charged a brass farthing. Did they get any
than]g:s for that? No. Instead of getting
thanks, to which they were well and justly
entxtlﬂd they got nothing but abuse—and
ignorant abuse, too. He would like, also, to
point out, that although the hon. member for
Drayton ob]u‘teﬂ to the term * profits” :md
said it should have been called *surplus,”
that was only a mere quibble, because he had
there a balance-sheet of a co-operative com-
pany which used the term  profits.” Every-
body used that term; they could not get
away from it. Comment also had been made
on the method of distribution adopted by
the Government In the first place, unques-
tionably they madc a blunder when they
distributed a surplus, or profit, on the first
hurter secured by the Government; they
simply gave it back to the companies from
whom the' had teken the butter. When
they came to the second and larger trans-
action, dealing with a very considerable sum
of money—£30,000—they adopted the plan of
giving it to all the butter-producing factories
in the State; because, although they had not
actually sent any butter to London, they
were just as much entitled to get a share of
the surplus as those who did; hecause those
who did send butter to London were the
people who had the benefit arising from
that trade. It must be remembered that
some of those people never provided any
butter for the local mavket. They would not
have operated under the Control of Trade
Act at all but for the fact that the butter
agents here would not keep the Brisbane
consumers supplied with butter. He had no
less than fifteen complaints at his office on
one day that they could not get butter. If
they had chosen they could have taken legal
proceedings against that butter agent and
had him fined £500. But they were not &
vindictive Government, and did not want to
do things of that kind. 'They acted as they
did merely because they were driven to it.
They could not get the hutter men to act in a
proper way., They had undertaken to keep
the local Comsumer supplicd at the proclaimed
price, and when it suited them they flouted
that arrangemont—hence the Government
intervention. The distribution of £32000
(surplus on account of butter acquired during
1915 and 1910 under the Control of Trade Act
of 1914), on hasis of butter (all grades) manu-
factured during the months June-Octoher,
1916, both 1nclu\1vc, by all Queensland fac-
to1ies was as follows:—

sk Co-operative Dairy Com-

pany, Limited £372 511
Bundaberg ('o-operative Dall‘}

Company 456 7 6
Maclagan Valley Co- o',,erativ»)

Dairy Company, Limited 223 1 0

Pioneer Butter Factory, North
Ipswich (A. M. Llnton) % 3 6

Chinchilla Co-operative Dairy

Company. Limited 143 311
Warwick Butter and Dmrv
Company, Limited . 1653 16 1

Oakey District Clo- -operative
Butter Company, Limited 621 39 ¢
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Kin Kin Co-operative Dairy

Company, Limited
Roma  Co- opemtne Daxry
Company, Limited
Queensland ~ Farmers’ -Co-

opemtne Company, Lim-
ited (Booval, etc.)

Silverwoad Butter TFactory
Company, Limited, Gatton

Terror’s Creek apd Samson
Vale Co-operative Com-
pany, Limited, Terror’s
Creek .

Premiecr Butter Tactotv { 'um
pany, Limited, South
Brisbane ...

Farmers and PlOduCulS Co~
operative Company, Lim-
ited, Rockhampton

Cabooltare Co-operative Com-
pany, Limited

Maleny Co-operative D(.uy
Company, Limited .

Marburg Butter Factory (A
L. Frederich)

Killarney Dairy Company,
Limited
Stanley River "Co- operatlw

Compauny, Limited, Wood-
ford
Southern Queen:land Co- Opam-
tive Dalry Company, Lim-
ited, Kingston ..
Nanango {'o- opﬂrahx
Company, Limited
Logau and Albert Co- m)ora,—
tive Company, Limited,
Beaudesert ..
Maryborough Co-operative
Dairv Company, Limited
Rockhampton  District  Co-
operative Dairy Company,
Limited
Atherton Tableland Co-onera-
tive Butter and Bacon
Company, Iimited
Guayndah Co-operative Dairy
Company, Limited
Crow’s Nest Butter Company,
Limited
Pommer Bros. (Ipswich Ice
and Butter Tactory)
Port Curtis Co-operative D‘ulv
Company, Limited
Downs Lo-operative Dairy
Company, Toowoomba ...
Wide Bay Co-operative Dairy
Company, Limited. Gym-

Dany

pie . .
Goomburgee Co-operative
Dairy Company, Limited
South Burnets Co-operative
Dairy Company, Limited,
Murgon . .
W. Siemon and Sons, leltod
Wallcon -
Me. DARNES:

116 11

4,436 6

1,082 10

126 12

319 18

138 14

. 5,017 12

906 1

421 14
105 4

378 3

1,181 18
2,860 4

314 11

1,634 8

547 12

10
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Does it not strike you that
that emphasises the loss made by dairymen
in consequence of the butter having becn
acquired “under the prices?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS :

Opposition dissent.

Question put and passed.

He maintained that the butter people had
got a better price for their butter the whole
of the time that Government had been in
power than they had got at any other time.

Hear, hear! and



Supply.

AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
inoved—That £11,341 be granted on acccunt
of “ Agricultural College.”

Mr. Monreax'+ When are you going tc make
this college more attractive to students?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
He would make it more attractive when the
war was over. They could not attract people
new; the world was out of joint. They had
dene their best. They were going to enlarge

consider: bly the payment for the

[10.30 p.m. ]ho competition for a single hen.
They also were going to make

several indispensable additions to the dairy,
so that they might cope with conditions that
had arisen owing to the closing of the Hilver-
wood factory. They were going to take the
cream from the faviners in the nelghbourhood
of Gatton, and treat it at the Gatton College.

Question put and passed.

CHEMICAL LARBORATORY.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
moved—That £2,660 be gldnted on account
of ““Chemical Laboratory.” Last year they
votad £2,586 and they spent £2,532.

Question put and passed.

On the motion of the SECRETARY FOR
AGRICULTURE, the following items were
agreed to without debate:—

“Dairy Produce Acts,”” £9,000.
“ Discases In Plants Act,” £4,442.
“ Slaughtering Act,” £§,980.

STATE FARMS AND GARDENS.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULIURE
moved—That £14,705 be granted for * State
Farms and Gerdens.”

Mr. MORGAN rosc to a point of order.
IIe wanted to call the attention of the Chair-
1an to the clock, which showed that the time
was after half-past 10.

The TrE: ASURER: VWe can go on as g as
we like, This is not an allotted day

Quesilon put and passed.

MIBCELLANEGTS SERVICES.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
moved—That £5,600 be granted for * Mis-

cellancous Services.”

Mr. MORGAN: He wanted some infor-
mation on this vote. Ile noticed that last
year there was a vote of £1,100 for prickly-
pear feading experiments at Wallambilla,
and this year the amount was only £250.
He wanted to know what benefit the ciectors
of Queensland gob out of the expenditure last
vear. In his opinion, the money was abso-
lutely wasted.

The 8 RETARY FOR AgricuLruRE: Why do
you not get the report before you criticise?
Tt ix not vet printed.

Mr. MORGAN: The Minister did not
know what was happening in the deparhment‘
It had not only appeared in print, but in a
portion of the Press.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
gress report.

My, MORGAN: What was the rosult?
The stock, they knew, had been sold ia the
Brisbanc yards, and everything had been
made public. The progress report contained

practically the whole of the information.

A pro-
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They had been told that nothing had been
discovered other than that they already
knew. People in his district who knew any-
thing about prickly-pear knew that people
had been mixing prickly-pear with potlard
and other foods for years. Then thev found
that an item last year was £1250 for the
purchase of sesd maize to assist farmers.
This year there was nothing.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: You have
already made a song about that. Why whine
about it any nore?

Mr, MORGAN: The Agricultural Depart-
ment’s E timates, the most important, in his
opinion, next to the Lands Department Esti-
mates, were being rushed through, whilst they
had spent two or three days in discuss Ang the
Tiducaticn Department Estimates, because
there had been an arrangement.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
vou want to know?

Mr, MORGAN: He wanted a lot of infor-
mation that the Minister had deliberately
cut out, because the Treasurer was insisting
that the vote should go through. It was the
old farmer who had to suffer all the time.
In that Flouse he wsas the last man to be
considered, but at election time he was called
the backbone of the country. llere w=s the
Agricultural Department, which had always
been the Cinderella of the departments, and
they coutd not find time to discuss it, although
they were depending wholly and solely on
their primary industrics

My, Wrir: Why do vou
pictures?

Mr. MORGAN: The hon. member was
always at the pictuves. They saw Charlie
Chsolin every time they went. And anvhow,
he thought he was just as regular in his
sttendance as the lLon. member, and put
more work in than he did. He was looking
after a diffzrent section of the community.
He was looking after the main section of the
commurity, the man who went into the bush
and strugpled to make a living. That was
ths man who had never received the con-
sidaration be should get from the Houwe. He
chjected very strongly to what had happened
that night.

The SECR I'I'ARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
TTe thought the hon. member was nct justi-
fisd in huzhng such a tirade of sbuse abhout
the way in which he had been treated and the
way the man on the land had been treated.
They had started the first item in that
department at twenty-five minutes past 10
o’clock last night, and continued at half-past
3 or thereabouts to-day and continued #ill
abeut 10 o’clock on one item. Hon. members
had ranged over the whole scope cf the dis-
cussion—ticks and blowfly and bears and
opossums. and flora and fauna. The hon.
menzber himself talked about almost evers-
thing under the sun. He thought hon. mem-
bors had no cause to complein about having
their spocches curtuifed.

Question put and passed.

What do

not go to the

DrpARTMENT OF MINES.
CHIEF OFFICE.

The TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Theodore,
Chillagoe) moved—That £10.878 be granted
for ““Department of Mines—Chief Office.”
The vote last year was £9,038. The altera-
tion was made up largely of increases in
postages and telegrams and railway fares
and freights, brought about by the inspections

on various mining fields.

Hon, B. Q. Theodore.]
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_ Colonel RANKIN: He was under the
impression that when they finished the
Estimates of the Department of Agriculture
they were going on with the Cane Prices
Bill, which they were very anxious to see
returned to the Council. Instead of that,
they were starting with another set of Esti-
mates. It seemed that there had been some
misunderstanding.

Mr. WinsTaxLey: No misunderstanding.
The arrangement was that the Mines Esti-
mates should be through by half-past 10.

Hon. J. Toumie: That is so; but I think
you might leave them till to-morrow.

The TREASURER : He would agrec, if it
were understood that they would not take
long over them to-morrow.

The IIouse resumed. The CHAIRMAN re-
portad progress and asked leave to sit again.
The Committee obtained leave to sit again
tO-morrow.

REGULATION OF SUGAR CANE PRICES
ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
CounNcIiL’s AMENDMENTS.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
Mr. Speuker, I beg to move—That you do
now leave the chair.

Colonel RANKIN: Mr. Speaker,—Before
you leave the chair I should like to make
one or two remarks with a view to facilitating
the passage of this measure, if it be possible.
The hour is late and the period in the
sessien 18 very late, and it occurred to me
that as there are several amendments which
I understand the Minister is not prepared
to accept—-—-

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber cannot anticipate business in that way.

Colonel RANKIN: Which there is a possi.
bility the Minister may not accept. I was
going to suggest the desirableness of the
appointment of managers by both Fouses to
go into the matter, and, if possible, come to
a decision.

The TREASTRER: It will probably facilitate
it more if the Bill is returned to the Council
and dealt with there.

Colonel RANKIN: When the Bill was
bofore us lagt year the Minister pointed out
that the reascn for dropping the Bill was that
certain important amendments which were
cssontial to the carrying out of the principal
Act had been so amended by another place
that the Bill was practically valueless. The
particular matters which the hon. member
desoribed lust time do not appear in the
disagreement betwesn the two Houses this
time. I am now referring to a circular which
was issucd by the Minister.

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber is not in order in discussing, a$ this stage,
subject-matter which it is proposed to con-
sider in Committee.

Colonel RANKIN: I am not discussing
the Bill at all. I am offering cerfain reasons
why it is inadvisable that you should leave
the chair at present. The Minister issued
a certain cireular in the beginning of the
vear, in which he sot out the various mat-
tei= en which the Upper House had dis-
agreed with this House, and which he con-
sidered casential for the proper working of
the Bill. T think we are all desirous that
the B3l should be passed at the earliest pos-
sible moment, and T am suggesting that we

%

should appoint managers for both Houses

[Colonel Rankin.
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with a view to meet the difficulties which
have arizen in connection with the Bill.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
I have no desire to prolong the discussion,
but I cannot accept the suggestion of the
honourable member, because we have.already
tried it and found that it did net work.
Question put and passed.

COMMITTEE.
(Mr. Bertram, Maree, in the chair.)
On clause 3— Amendmeat of.cection 47—

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
moved—That the Council’s amendment on
line 21 be agreed to.

Question put and passed.

On clause 4—*“ Amendment of section 57—

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
With regard to the amendment on lines 18
to 39, he could not accept the amendment,
because it might be necessary in emergent
caszes to have this power. Where sugar-cane
became damaged, whether by frost or any-
thing else, it should receive proper treat-
ment, and if it should happen that one mill
was already dealing with a large quantity
of cane and was fully employed, means were
provided for sending that cane to some other
mill.  Therefore, he moved—That the Com-
mittee disagree with the amendment.

Mr. SWAYNE: Suppose that the mill to
which the cane did not rzally belong and
to which the cane was sent under this pro-
vision had already as much cane belonging
to its cwn area as it could cope with, how
could they compel that mill to take the
other cane?

The Sp rer:ny ror AGRICULTURE: If it can-
not cope with the cane it will not be asked
to do so.

(Colonel RANKIN : He did not think this
provizion, with the exception of the second
part, was of any great importance, because
the matter it referred to could be dealt with
without cembodying it in the Bill. With
regard to the latter part of the clause, which
provided that the Central Board might
assign land to another mill or bring new
jand into the mill arca, that was an im-
portant matter. ITe should like to have a
provision inserted whereby the owner of the
Jand should have a voice in the matter, and
rot leave it entirely to the Central Board.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : You must
renlise that it is the owner who will ask for it.

Colonel RANKIN: Not necessarily. It
might be the miller who asked for it.

However, he did not think the matter was
such an important one that they nced fight
very much over it.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
They had alrcady experienced what was
pecessary in this regard. When the South
Johnstone Mill started it had to deal with
only about 50,600 tons of cane, and they had
no board there for the reason that they could
onlr estzblish a board by getting growers
wlo supplied cane to apply for the formation
of a board. That was an cxample of the
necessity for this power. At Inkerman, where
the wdll area was defined on the basis
of the preceding year, which was the system,
the area included a lot of picneers’ farms,
because it waz thought that the pioneers
were not going to plant cane, but this year
the Inkerman Mill was crushing and was
not able to cope with the ecane supplied.
There would probably be about 50,000 tons
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of cane left over on account of the failure
of the board to make a reallotment of the
area. From these facts it would be. seen
that the provision was absolutely necessary.

Question put and passed.

On clause 6—~“Check chemists

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
moved—That the Council's amendment on
lines 29 and 30 bhe agreed to.

Question put and passed,

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
moved—That the Couneil’s amendment on
lines 39 and 40 Lo agreed to.

Question put and passed.

On the motion of the SECRETARY FOR
AGRICULTURE, the Council’s amendments
on page 6, lines 20 to 25, and on lines 24 to
42 were agreed to.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
moved-—Fhat the Council’s amendment on
lines 43 to 56 be disagreed to, because the
amendment did not provide that both parties
should have the 1ight of appeal from the
Central Board, but only the millowners, and
he was rot in favour of allowing an appeal
by the millowners without granting the same
right to the growers, .

Colonel RANKIN: Why not give the same
right to the grower?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
He had prepared the message, and he dis-
agreed to the amendment because it did
not provide hoth parties with a right of
appeal. The Council had shown a desire to
meet the Asserbly in a manner which he
keenly appreciated, and he thought they
would agree to accept his disagreement with
the amendment.

Colonel RANKIN: An amendment might
be made by adding the word ¢ grower”
after the word ““ owner,” on line 39, so as to
make it fair to both parties. He did not
know whether the Minister would accept that
amendment here, or accept an amendment
from another place on the same lines.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICUTURE
thought it would be witer to let the thing
remain as it was, as next year it would pro-
bably be necessary to introduce a consoli-
dating measure, when they might be able to
put in seversl minor amendments which were
needed.

Question put and passed.

On clause T—*° Amendment of section T 77—

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
moved—That the Council’s amendment on
lines 8 to 16 be disagreed to. This was the
very crux of the whole measure, The mem-
bers of the Upper House desired to open the
door for the parties to contract themselves
outside the Bill. It would alter the policy of
the Bill altogether., He referred to section
15 of the principal Act in support of this
contention.

Colonel RANKIN said the object of the
amendment of the Council was simply to con-
fer on_any number of growers the right to
enter into an agreement with the mill for
a term of yecars, without in any way pre-
judicially affecting the rights of any
other growers supplying cane to the same
mill. Nobody would oppose more strongly
than himself any proposal that the majority
of the growers should be able to impose con-
ditions as to price upon a minority by
entering into an agreement, but this merely
sought to permit any number of growers to
make an agreement with the miller for a
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period of vears. The whole object of this
legisiation was merely fo secure the grower
of cane acainst any injustice at the hands of
the miller. He regretted that the Minister
could not sece his way to accept the amend-
ment, but it was not of sufficient importance
to justify the loss of the Bill, which contained
so much good, and, as the Minister had
pointed out, a consolidating measure might
be introduced next year.

Mr, FOLEY asked, if any growers made
an agreement with a miller, would they be
able to come under the award if one were
made later on?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: No.

Mr. FOLEY pointed out that the growers
in his district were asked to make an agree-
ment to supply their cane to Mr. Drysdale’s
mill for the next five years. The miller
would fix the price, and if they
entered into the agreement they
could not come under the award.
He hoped the %inister would not accept the
amendment of the Council.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
said he had no intention of accepting the
amendment. He called the attention of the
hen. member for Burrum to the words ¢ No
jocal board shall be or be dcecemed to bo
constituted or have jurizdiction with respect
to such cancgrowers.”” It was contracting
{hemselves out of the Act and was atiacking
the Bill at its very foundation. A large
number of growers were under obligations
to the Colonial Suzar Refining Company and
other millers, and they would have to cnter
into an agrecment whether they liked it or
not. The Colonial Sugar Refining Company
would entcr into agreements with the growers
for two years. and make other growers
jealous so that they would want to enter
into agrecements and thus kill the Bill. For
that rcason he could not accept the amend-
ment.

Question put and passed.

On clause 8—“ Amendment of section 97—

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
moved that the Council’s amendment be
agreed to.

Mr. SWAYNE was pleased that the Minis-
ter had accepted the amendment. He took
exception to the remarks made about the
United Canegrowers Association when the
clausn was going through another place,
The inembers of that body were bonid fide
cancgrowers, and its officials were men who
had worked hard for the farmers.

Question put and passed.

On clause 10— Amendment of section 10—

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
moved that the Council’s amendment be
disagreed to, but offered to substitute
“eighty’” for ¢ seventy-five.” The Council
inesrted the words ‘ not exceeding seventy-
five per cent, of the estimated value of such
sugar-cane,” and he was willing to accept
80 per cent,

Question put and passed.

On the motion of the SECRETARY FOR
AGRICULTURE, the Council’s amendments
in clause 12 were agreed to.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
moved—That the Committee disagree to the
amendment of the Legislative Council on
clause 16, line: 15 to 19. When the Bill was
passed through that House, it was intended fo
overcome some cumbersome provisions in

Hon. W. Lennon.)

[ilpm]
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the principal Act. The other place had seen
fiv to strike out the word ¢ Minister” in
several places. He felt satisfied, from what
he had seen of the attitude of the Council
latsly, that when they referred that back
to them thev would accept it as far as that
disagreemens was concerned.

Question put and passed.

The remaining amendments of the Council
were agreed to,

The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN re-
ported that the Committee had agreed to
certain  amendments of the Legislative
Council, disagreed to others, and proposed
further amendments.

The Bill was ordered to be returned to the
Legislative Council with the following
message 1 —

“Wr. President,—

¢ The Legislative Assembly, having had
under consideration the Legislative Coun-
cil’s amendments in the Regulation of
Sugar Canc Prices Act Amendment Bill,
beg now to intimate that they—

“ Disagrec to the amendment in clause
4, lines 18 to 27—because it may be neces-
sary in emergont cases to have such
power.

“ Diragece to the amendment, lines 28
to 39—Dbecause cirrurcstances have shown
the necessity of this provision—as, for
instavee, the case of the Inkerman cane-
growers during the present season; also,
persons growing cane for the first time,
or who have rot been previously allotted
to any mill. TFurther, where a mill
ceases operations before all allotted cane
has been delivered.

‘“ Disagree to that portion of the addi-
tion to clause 6, contained in lines 43 to
56, page 6—because the amendment does
not provide boih parties with the right
of appeal.

“ Dizagree to the addition to claase 7.
lines 8 to 16—bccause the proposal is con-
trary to the poliev of the Act, vide section
15 of the Principal Act.

“Disagree to the smendment in clause
12, page 10, lines 52 and 53. but offer to
substitute the word ‘eighty’ for the
waords ¢ seventy-five ’ on lit- 52,

“In which substitutior ther invite the
concurrence of the Legislative Council.

“Tisagree to the amendment on page
11, lines 19 to 24, but offer to substitute
the word ‘ eightv’ for the words ‘ seventy-
five” on lins 22,

““In which sul=titution they invite the
concurrence of the Legislative Council.

“Disagree fo the amendments in clause
16—boeavse the smepdment proposed was
dosigned to overcome a cumberzome pro-
vision of the principal Act; and

“Agree to all other amendments in the

“W. McCoRMACK,
“ Speaker,
“ Legislative Assembly Chamber,
¢ Brishane. 29th November, 1917.7

STATE IRON AND STEEL WORKS BILL

MessaGe FrROM COUNCIL.

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of
a message from the Legislative Council, re-
turning this Bill with amendments.

The consideration of the Council’s message
was made an Order of the Day for to-morrow.

The House adjourned at twenty minutes
after 11 o'clock p.m.

[Hon. W. Lennon.





