
 
 
 

Queensland 
 

 
 

Parliamentary Debates 
[Hansard] 

 
Legislative Assembly 

 
 

THURSDAY, 29 NOVEMBER 1917 
 

 
 

Electronic reproduction of original hardcopy 
 



3426 Adjournment. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Tho S?E.i~ER (:Hon. ·yv. ~\.::cConnack~ Cairns) 
took the chair at half-past 3 o'clock. 

Q"CESTION. 

COST OF REDBAXK FLAI:s-S STATE SCHOOL. 

Mr. SWAYNE (Jiimni) asked the Secre­
tary for Pt:blic In· tru_c-tion-

" 1. \Yhat w,lS the cost of erection and 
additi >n to the Redbank Plains State 
School: 

"2. \Vhat wa, the estimated cost by 
departmental officer··? 

." 3. \Yhat \•:as the actual cost? 
"4. \Vas it contract or day labour? " 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN· 
STRUCTIOX !Hon. H. F. Hardacre, 
(Leichharclt) Teplied-

" 1. Total cost of State school and resi­
dence, including extra works, £1,399 3s. 
9d. 

"2 . .£1,392 17s. 
" 3. See answer to question 1. 
"4. Day labour." 

PAPER. 

The folln ·ing paper, laid on. the table, was 
ordered to be printed :-

Award. as of tw<entieth dav of 2:\ovember. 
1917, relating to en;rin~eers in the enl­
ploy of the Treasurer of Queensland 
Pngaged in the drc lge se n-ice at Bris­
bane. 

S"CPPLY. 

RESU:\iPTJOX OF CG:\D!ITTEE. 

(Jir. BJtram, J[m···c, in the chair.) 

AGRICLLTLRE .~XD STOCK. 

CHIEF OFFICE. 

Question again stated-That £21,511 be 
granted for '"Agriculture and Stock-Chief 
Office." 

Hox. J. TOLil.liE (Tnnc:·ooJ,!ba): He de­
sire-d to congratulate the :J.Iinister on the Yery 
ex0ellent report made by his department. 
One of the future of the department was 
that c-ch year a rcnort ,. as onbmitted that 
\vas practiCally as go-d as a text book in 
re,:ard to a great many subjects. The amount 
of irLc_n1:ltion given to thr..) public "\Yas of 
rn,! mcJ 1t. and he felt certain that tho'e 
who kept the annnal report and went 
t hrou:.sh thcrn Tvould find tlut t their tin1c \vas 
vn:ll ,:.pent. The gen('l·,J suL11nary in the 
in:·odu:.corv part. prepared bv the "Cnder 
Secrchn~:. \v~u=- of very great \~alue indeed. 
He had taken the trouble to go through the 
reports. and he felt that the work of the de­
partn1ent \Vas being c 1rricd on in an efficient 
mannt"r with the •amount of money at their 
d' ,posaL Although he did not always agree 
with everything that \vas being done, never­
theless he found that there was an endeavour 
to maintain a high standard with the amount 
of monev provided. The department had 
not beert over-supplied with money during 
the regime of this or any other Government. 
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The Agricultural Department. to a Yen- "Teat 
r·xtc nt, \Yas a lo·.~n.-~; dep[l.r~nH'nt. bec~P.~';e a 
very lnr~re <~ll''lll:~ c£ cxpPrirrE'ntal "'.York \Vas 

c;:~rriPLl on. ,,-hich "\Yas dear \York inuncdi­
atc1y, bur bonefici~l to the con1n1unit~ as u 
,~~hole'. ~ 

~2\lr. Bailey. \Y.ho .had gone to take charge 
Dl the ardPns 111 South ~Au:-:.tralia. \vas cer~ 
tai1J!.' big loss to Qncemlaml. (:Hear, 
he:n: :) HL' \Ya3 rPgardr>d tln'oughout the 
\Yb.Jic of the Con1nlon1Yealth a~ an offic;;r of 
Y<'l'Y YaluL•. He rcmcmb2red talkin" 
"'Jth ~ curator of _the AdelaiJe gardcns-'=-
::ilr. Floltz<'. a botamst of lngh attainments, 
\Yho tolcl him that the GoYerLme,,t had a·ked 
bjrn to nwr:.e his ,.ucc~ssor, because he \Vas 

get.tinp; to tl~·'t age. when he n1Jght have to 
rl't!rc or nud1t dre. He told them that 
there wa,, cnly one person he would like to 
sec sw ·:·eed him in South Australia. and that 
'':as :\Ir .• J. F. Bailey, of Brisbane. He con· 
< 1dcrl'd him rhe most eflicient botnnist in the 
Commonwealth. There were certain attrac· 
tions in South Australia to Mr. Bailev, be· 
Ccl<use his gnndfather laid out the boknic 
gardens there, and his father-he did not 
knmv whether J\Ir. Bailev himself was born 
in South Australia-had" much to do with 
the "\delaide s·m·dens. just as he ha·d much 
to ·do with the gardens here. To some extent, 
therefore. South Australia was like home to 
him. They had lost a ver:· good officer, but 
Le v Pnt thr~ugh the gardens very frequently,. 
and he behewd that :1Ir. Bick. who was 
filling his place. was doing good yvork and 
v 2:0::. a YC'ry good officer. 

The MEC'RET.lRY FOR AGRICL:LTl'RE: TheY 
have newr looked so well at any time in 
their history< 

Ho~. J. TOLl'lliE: He had never known 
the g:ndcns, look S•} well as thev were at the 
present time, but . that was largely due to 
the· ,easons. He d1d not mean to depreciate 
J\Ir<< Bick's senices when he said that. He 
11ot1cc•d that there had been some subdivision 
oi the \York of instrndion in the department. 
An oflic'!' had been sent to take char"e of 
the (',,utral ,cfi<trict, and experiment:tl ·,ta­
t]o :". had bePn started at T'o,vnsYille, 'vhere 
the Go\~ernnJ "nt hoped to n:.ake an agricul· 
tura] al't'a. 

'l'h:• SrCRETARY FOR AGRICTLTVRE: \Ve shall 
{~Hcourf· ~·c thC'1n to try it. 

Hex. J. TOL::VHE: He honed the efforts 
;.,-rm;d b~~ Sl~c--·; ~s£ul. ·cnforh;Etttcly, p·~oplo 
111 t ne :\ ol'h1 na.d not tak2n verv n1uc~1 to 
" ,;·ic;Jltm al pursuit< except wher:e they dc­
YOt< -1 their attention in the coastal districts 
t-u :;u;:· nr, although in the highlands about 

~owers ~hero as a tendency to go 
n1a1zegToY. 1ng· and dairvin·:. He be-­

lie that jiJst 's Gympi0 had been trans· 
forn1Pd, , o 'vou1d Charters To-,vers bE- trans­
_;_nrnH~"' althour~·h. pcrhap~, not to the sa1ne 
""'' <1L Another innoYation was the appoint­
n•c;,t of a noultry experL Some :<ear ago 

poultr:· expert wac tried, and for a num· 
of vcar went about n1ost as~ic~uouslv 

('1JdNlY0l~r]ng to }ay the foundation of a 
great industry, but the people did not mem 
T<J nlac' much confl<rlencc in it. and hi efforts 
"\vo{·c ". )t a great succe-::::"1. They -=0nt hon1e 
two or three shipm0nts of birds, but the 
Qn,o••nslrrnd farmers would not grow the bird 
that \Vas rf'quirecl for the English market, 
and consequent]:;, ·did not get the price that 
>~as paid even for a bird not so weighty as 
the o1w sent home. 

:11r. ~L\Y: What bird do you recommend? 

Hox< ,J. TOL:\liE: In :he Encdi-h market 
they re. 1 uil'e-cl bircb \\:i~h IYhitc fll·:;h and 
lc·gs. unl0r:s the.""' hr-J1 ehan:--f'd in tho last 
year er t~.~ o. l t v• -~s :ilG t t-he fault of the 
exp< rt that the indu,tl-y did not go ahead. 

Perhap,,, some Di0n1bers 1vho \\-ere n1ore in~ 
tcrcstccl~practically intcre<<ted-'' ould take 
up the qtH''·~tion of the wh ;at pool. He 
r!oticed that the ~lini~tcr wa"l not g·etting 
back an amount of the mmw,- "'hich he ad· 
vane ·cl to the farmc1's. am]' when reading 
OYC'r the report it oc Ul'l'L'. 1 to hjm that if 
tlu. Govcrnn1ent 1-vonlcl allo\"\- the far1ners to 
flnancc theln:<'lYe:-:; a:-: th0 Go..-ernment 
fiwmcecl them<.,•!ves, it would probably be 
muttnlly '~tisfrrctory. \Yhy not allow the 
farn1ers to i~<"uo ten years' debenture~? It 
"''as a good \Yay of financing. and "'~''aS used 
by the ·Governrncnr in buyinz their stations 
and other things. 

'rhc SECRETARY FOR AGRI<:TLTL:RE: Surely 
~vou n1ust rE'cognit:e that there is tt difference 
between the poor farmer and the Govern­
ment! 

Ho:.;. J. TOL::YIIE: There vas a difference. 
That was whv the farmers should haYe the 
advantage of 'issuing debentures. He would 
allow the butter bnsine ' to be dealt \Yith 
by the hon. member for Drayton; there \Yas 
only one point he would like to stress. It 
seemed to hi,m that the Agricultural Depart­
ment-he hoped the :\linister would take it 
in good part-had not shown the same 
dPgree of smartness ia dealing with the 
Imperial Department as the meat people. 
It "as pointed out in evidenc~ the other 
day that those who had charge of the meat 
business had the British GoY<'rnment to thP 
tune of somdhing like £19,000. He noticed 
that there had bc·e:J some d0alings between 
the department aml the BritiJ1 Govern· 
ment, and whether they had been able to 
lul\·o the British Government to the tune 
of £19,000 or any part thereof he was not 
prepared to say. Perhaps the hon. membe;· 
for Aubigny would be able to enlighten 
thern. One matter he was ,nluf'h intere ,tc..-1 
in was that part of the· r0port dealing \Vith 
prickly-p0ar. He noticed the Government 
vvent in for so1nc elabortlte expe-rinli nts, 
dealing with the feeding of stock on prickl:.·­
po.tr. The· d0alt 1vith the dair;T f'O\\T to 
sec if it \Vould produce milk or butter fat. 
They dLalt with sheep, and the:-· dealt with 
the calvb. After all their wmk the~-- h.td 
to report e. great failun Ic app0arccl that 
the ani1nals that ·.\'ere fed upon prickl:-"--~)car 
were yerv much like the Gc,-crnmPnt', ctu­
tomers ~t their various raihvu;; stations. 
Y'.'hen people went ini<o the r,efreshrnent. 
roorns ut thn ran\vay str..1 ions to ~et £;_ cnp 
of tea they had to clisguiee the ta' te of the 
tea by putting in a supcrabundanC'e of 
su~a.r. It >,vas tht: same with the pri<_kh-­
pear. TtcJ· had to mix it \vith cihcr f0ocls 
in order to mak0 it palatable to th0 animds 
which fed on il:. It wa,; particular]~· dis· 
t<·~tefnl to the clair:-- stock and the :-·oEng 
shck. If thc'Y looked at the illustrations 
in the report showing- the nttl0 which were 
fpd on prickly-pear thee' would 'Ce that the 
pear had not be 8H a succe -s. If the~· looked 
at the illustration of the sheep the:~· "~onld 
see th 't the sheep prc'-<·,nted a bold front 
at first. but after feeding for SPYen months 
on priildy-pear th0:-· seemed to be so,mewhat 
downcast in appearance. Anyone looking at 
pictures 2, 3, and 4 \\'ould bear out what he 
said. There was some valuable information 

Hon. J. Tolmie.l 
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given in the report l~y the various 1n~ 
Stl'UC'tors. rl_1here \VU'" OllC good article in 
the report which his limitPil time prevented 
him from reading to the C0mmittoe. Ho 
reflrred to the article on ''Co-operation" 
on p ,go 24 of the report. It indicated that 
during the past t\>eh-e months co-operation 
had been a signal failure in the department. 
r~he Queensland fanners 111USt go in for CO­

operHion if they were going to succeed. He 
trusted if the present Minister was in charge 
during next year tha· he would bo able to 
report that hc had overcome the difficultio• 
>vith regard to co-operation, and that the 
fanners \Yere, taking 1nore kindly to it. 

The SECRETARY FOU AGRICl:LTUHE: \Yhnt 
arc the difficulties, in your opinion? 

Eocf J. TOL~1IE: He was not there to 
give a dissertation on the difficulties. Ile 
was there to point out the strong points and 
the >Yeak points in the administration of the 
dcpart:nent. 

The iSECHLrAnY FOR AGmcc:urunE: There 
are no weak points. 

Hox. J. TOL::\IIE: He had Pndea.-oured 
to de tl generously in regard to the admims­
tration of the department. \Vith regard to 
nath-c butr.', he thought ho could lPavo that 
Inattl'l' to the hun. l!lelnber for Carnar-\ vu 
to dc~l -with. There \Vas son1c intcresiing 
rcfL'rences in the report to hor:-.,es and alf_;o 
to fruit culture. Thev were both >Yell wor.h 
re tdill[(. The,. had .. an onthu.,ia't at the 
hcucl of the Fmit Dq1artmcnt and if it 
\Ycre possible for thin~~--J to b~ in1proyeJ 
they would be impron'd unckr the direction 
of the>. fruit expert. Scnn0 ~-<'ars ago, instead 
of bemg allmv0d ouh- t, ., utv-ii.-e minutes 
to dval \Yith the .. \;i·icultura'! report, the:. 
used to take the whole da·; oF·r it. Exc"l­
len: work >n.s done for C1ueenJand by the 
exp··rcs of the department. Good work wr .. , 
done by the dairy expert, entomolo~i:t, 
wool expert, and others in the Stock De­
partmc·at. 

c1Ir. CORSER (Burnctt): He was sorry 
h8 could net compliment the Minister on 
a_l in ere,: ~cd ,·otc. Thev '' '?ro always of 
the opinion that the vote for Agric{ilture 
could be increased considerably. there was 
110 branch . of industry in Queensland, with 
the exception, perhaps, of the Mines De­
:partment, \vhich required lf!Ore aPsistance 
from the Government than th<J Agricultural 
and Sto.'l~ Department. They should give 
eYer7 a:,··E•tance they eould tu the men on 
the land to make their conditions comfort .. 
able. A lot of assistance could be given 
them by imparting the scientific knowledge 
to be found in the department. The heads 
of the various branches should be sent round 
the> ~ountry to inotruct the people, and their 
scrnco3 should be made available in the 
freest possible manner. Ho knew that the 
instructors had been moving about more 
than they had done for 3· ears. If thev 
wantc•d to develop the agricultural indus­
tric·· on scientific lines, th<>v could only do 
it by increasing the poFsi bility of pr;duc .. 
hon where theTa was production to .. dav. 
'l'he:-· should encourage the improvement of 
stock, particularly the dairy herds, and 
tc<>ch the farmers that there was something 
ill pedigree. Pedigree to the stockbreeder 
wa~ like the signboards on the country road 
which showed the travellers which wav to 
go. In all production there were two wavs 
of d~ing a thing. a ri.ght way and a wrong, 
and It WflS only b:-: sciCntific knowledge that 
the producer could be directed along the 

[lhn. J. Tolmie. 

right lines. He noticed that the instructors' 
i11 cheesC'Inaki11g, and the dairy instructors~ 
had boon making tests right throughout the 
dairying districts. They had examined many 
dairv herds on the farms, and were toachmg 
the dairvmen how to use the Babcock tester. 
They found that in many district.s in the 
southern part of Queemland which were 
previously dl'Yoted to cancgrowing had novv 
reverted 'to dairv farming. :\orth Dillarnil 
\Vas one place that 1vas IrientioneJ in the re­
port, and they were successfully producing 
cream in that district at· the present time 
and supplying the factories, and the condi­
tions of the people there were much better 
and more comfortable than thov had been 
in the past. The;.- had also at their ciispo<al 
a. vcrv eminent profe::;;.sional 1uan in the 
person~ of the Go-, 0rnn1ent Enton1ologi~t, and 
also the Vegetable Pathologist, but he did 
not think the scn-ioes of thosn gentlemen were 
availed of to the fulle~t extent. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGHICcLTcRE : They are 
overwork• d. 

Mr CORSER: Probabh- thev WE're oyer .. 
work~d in a technic 1! wa~·:boca,;se they were 
kept in the vaults nf the Agricultural De­
partment. Sllrronnded by all the microbes 
that had been irr·ported into Queensland. 
Ho did not know v.'hether the ""·vices of those' 
gentlemen could be aYfliled of, as if they 
could thc·c should be allowed to lecture in 
·the rural' comrnunities on Yarious disea scs. 

The SECTIJ:T\HY FOR rlGRllTLTl'RE: JI.Ir. 
Pound is ont on that n1is"'ion 110"\V. 

::.Ir. CO USER: :'vir. l'onntl was ont on a 
different line altogether. He 'vas rcferrin£; 
to the Ji:;;eas{',, of ph1nts and pestEi. and if 
the cxpc,rts ..-,ycrP a11<r>-ed to go out nnd 
lPcturc on thrrr1, jt would be interc_,ting- and 
beneficial to the State. :Hr. Pomvl was look­
ing after another institution, but hjs ser­
vices could best be availcd of if he were at 
his post. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR rlGRICULTrRE : Suppose 
an application cmne-, fro1n your di,,trict for 
l\1r. Pound to lec~urc there, and I refuse 
on the grounds you mention, ·what will you 
o:-ay? 

l\fr. CORSER: If an application came 
from· hi~ di-,)trict for J..lr. Pound's ~('rYiccs it 
would be to Q·et some information for the 
pr<>vontion of the !os·- of stock thron:zh black .. 
leg. The only stuff they could get at pro .. 
··i"nt ",ts from the late Car! Zoellcr Con1-
pany. One would have thought that the 
Governm0nt we nlrl certainly have something 
to prevent blackleg. At the Y c ~rOilRPilly 
institution the;c had ' man whose qualifica­
tions should enable hirr· to carry on that 
branch of scientific knowledge. 

The SECRETARY FOR rlGRIOcLTl'RE : So he 
does. 

Mr. CORSER: To no degree of use. He: 
did not have the confidence of the stock­
owner. They should receive more a··sist .. 
ance from the State institutions, and they 
should be able to get all the vaccines they 
wanted for ·innoculation purposes. Some time 
ago they had an eminent man-2\Ir. Dorlds 
-at the head of that branch. but he had 
gone now, not through any fault of the pre-

sent Government, but through the 
[4 p.m.] late Government. He did not 

want to say anything ag-ainst 11r. 
Pound, but he could sav that as far as the 
other g<>ntleman was cmicPrncd. whPn he left 
the State, Queensland lost an opportunity 
of getting the sen·ices of one of the world;s 
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m'ost eminent men in that dir<>ction. He 
-est a blishcd the Y eerongpilly experinwnt 
stati:m. end started the propagation of all 
vac,;_1n0s that were n.ecf'''sarv. He also 
started a scientif1c method of 

0 

dealing with 
.,diseases in stock right throughout the State. 
\Yhcn he left. this business went down to 
zero. He ·suggested that the ::Ylinister should 
p:i,-e his attention to that branch of his 
department. as with stock at the huge price 
they were fetching, there was a wide field 
for his b0st endeavours. and he hoped that 
the hon. gentleman would be successful in 
pre,·enting the losses which had previously 
occurred through the absence of antidotes or 
vnc;·-.inc" lvhPn._they 1vere necessaTy. 

The SECRETARY FOR. AGRICl'LTrR.E: I think 
we h ·ye ail the Yaccinr·· W·' want. 

:'\lr. CORSEH: :\rot all. The Minister and 
of!ice>·s of the de:mrtmen• had not the con­
fidence of the peo-ple which \Yould enable 
thot.:J to u.:-?,8 the:,o vnccin( "'• 

The SECRETARY FOR .\GRICLl:Tr :r:: Qh ye-;, 
we lHL\"0; full C'cnfid, nee. 

::\Ir. CORSEE: l:nfortunato!,-, the-· c1is­
. agrcecl in that. ThPn there \Yas' another im­
portant n1atter in this branC'h of the d(lpa.rt-
111('11'. -that was tuberculosis in stock. \Yhf'n 
.stoC'k "-ere so Yaluablc as thev vrere to-dav 
it y;a a difficult thing- to tacide. but there 
was no r< '':m wlrv they should not bring 
1.bom an appron'd system of dairY stock 
and Sf'C that disea•',(' ;"as not disse,1;1inatcd: 
l-Ie . did not me m that the;~- were c~oing to 
YH'•,nni·"e peoplt~ by killinG" tL.eir yaluable 
shck.. hut they had means at their disposal 
to asHst f .rmer, to propagate he,Jth,- hnds. 
He understood that theY had a ·health,­
llerd at the college to-cla'Y, haYing brou~!lt 
it _up-to-date.. He sincerely hoped that the 
::lhmster durmg the short time at his dis­
posal would do something- in the direction 
of increasing the possibiiities of the Agri. 
C'ult,nral ~)epartnwnt. ,There \VCre plenty of 

'toU'i , m the back olock·· \Yho ,,-ould bo 
pL_•a.~··d to rereiYe any tuition \Yhich the 
ruid ~~XlJC'r'·" of the State ( ·_mld C'h-e thcn1. 
He lnped th" ::\1;nister would tak'c them off 
the old bc,•ten tracks. 

The Sr-"!11'.\RY FOil AamcrL-rPE: I ha,-o 
hken th m off the old b<·oten trac·k. and 
you kno\Y :it. 

::'\Ir. CORSER: To a QTPa"-cr extent than 
he hnd, and that. he wo~1ld arran~c for the 
experts to Ti"it the newer ~ ?tt1(';_·~. 

T~-' SErRLT_\RY 1 ,,, .\crncLLTL"R~: Tho 
Yf'ry thi11g \YC' rre doing-rho experin1enLd 

·plots. 

1'-Ir. COHSLR: The experimental plots in 
a nun1ber of distric"") have been of use to 
tho fnrnlC'T··, but '~'1 •. re \Ye re lll'.llY outh·iw--­
nrco_> in \YhiC'h the cxpt'rt (,-;ult1 Yisit.th~ 
Bottle'S and instrnc · th · ·r:L Tht State \Yould 
haYe l'Y£ry-Li1ing to gnin fron1 tht·.t \York, :•'1 
product ion \Yonlrl incrPrr::e, and the raihYnYs 
Y:onlcl bonrflt. The fn"ther out the pc >rile 
in thr buf'h ·;·ere :-ituatec1 the g-reater aucn­
tion tlw,~- should haYe. Ho hopPd the Mini_­
tcr ,yould t'lke his remarks in the spirit the .. 
were· offr·r0d, a.nd see that i,n1proyc·ment ". ,.") 
madr in the directions he had i•1dicated. 

l\Ir. BI'B'CI:'\GTOX (nmyton): The 
honour board of the deparhnent cant< ininq· 
f'CYonh--thrp(' narrH:_"'f'. '" f'ertainh- a credit 
to the" denortnwnt, showing that lL m:; goocl 
men had left the rlepartment to rlo their 
duty in the clefe'1CC' of .\ustralia. The Agri-

·.:Jultural Departments were the most important 

food-producing departments in Australia. If 
thev took the Agricultnr,t! Departments out 
of th,, Amtl'alian primary productions there 
would not be yerv much left. That was 
why thi·' departmci1t w::ts entitled to more 
confideration than what \Vas u~uall~- giYPn 
to it, either by this or pre,-ious Govern­
ments. He contended that no Governnwnt 
in Quc>ensland had eYer gi,-en the attention 
which it ought to ha,-e done to the Agricul­
tural Department. Probabl;~- through the 
war more than an;~·t hing e !se prices \Ye re 
now on what might be called a fair basis 
for th-, dairynwn, and to-day they were able 
to 1nake a liYing wnge. The\ \Vcro not 
getting war prices. ' 

Mr. CAHTER. : You are getting less than 
you were getting last year. 

Mr. BEBDIXGTON: The hon. member 
was talking- about e.omething he knew 
nothing about. Butter was fixed at 15ls. 
a cv.·t. or something like that. The hiFhcc,t 
price that the Government took butter at 
was 14Js., but the price ruling at that time 
in London was 230s. Th. t buttN was all 
grad(:.':] vcr~'" nircl~- by their ngricnltnral 
cxpPrts. but unfortunate}~-, for 'c~Jnle reason 
or otlwr--perhaps the :'\li:1ister 'mdd tell 
them~~-the butter was not ~old according h 
grade, but all in a heap, as if they ~vere 
glad to get rid of it. 

Mr. C.mTER: Xot true. 

Mr. BEBBII\GTOX: He ,,,-as not going 
to sav it was not true, but there it was. If 
the ~Iinister saicl that that butter was sold 
on its grade, he .;hould take the ::\Iinist<er's 
word, but he "·as quite sure that rhe butter 
was g-raded by their dair:v experts before 
it left here. and 'ppor0 ntlc· the returns 
seemed to show that it wa·. all ,,,ld at one 
price. 

Mr. JoxB: It was sold on trial. You 
know that the hnttcr producers in Que,,n,land 
would prefer the bntteJ' being cold that way. 

;\h. BEBBIXGTON: He knew plenty 
,,·hich had heen graded second clas,. here 
J,nd sold as first cla;o in England. Perhaps 
th~ flavour might alter in two or three 
months. Thn hon. membn wa•· an expert 
and could give them some Yaluable informa­
tion with regard to butter, Butter in the 
dd cc lmtr,· ;, 1¥ np to 500s. a CIYt about 
six '" eeks ago. 

The SECRETARY £'OR ~\GRICl'LTt'RE: \Vhv 
didn't you :yet the t price for it? you are 
asking me wh:, I didn't g<et it. 

~lr. BEBBE\JGT0:'\: 'Gnfortunately. while 
it was at that pri< c in London the~- had none 
in the market. \Ylwn Dani.;h bntter sold at 
£25 a c- t. tLat chmved what the condition 
,., ~Ls in England. There was one thing he 
disal;'rcod "-ith in the :'\1inistr:r's report­
th:•t ''a .. with rep-ard to the distribution of 
the pro~ts. He hoped thctt the ::'-Iinister 
,;ould admit he took th,_t bn:tcr on trust. 

The RrcRET 'RY FOR Ac..mcrLn:nE : No; I 
bought it. 

~fr. BEBBINGTOX : The J\1inister cam­
polled the people to sell bt~tter to him at 
149s. which Fas worth 220s. m London. 

The SECR.ETARY FOR AGRICt:LTl'R.E: It was 
not worth anything of the sort. 

Mr. BEBBINGTOX: The ;\'linister ad­
mitted that he bought the butte1·. He was 
going to >?;iYe tho :VIinister the credit for 
ha,-ing taken it on trust: that he had taken 
the butter und held it in tru~t for the 

Mr. R-bhington.) 
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far'torics, giving then1 an advance on it and 
agreeing to pay them the balance when the 
butter was , old to the best advantage. Tho 
l\linir,ter nmv admitted that be bought it. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICl:LTURE : Bought 
it and paid for it on the spot. 

Mr. BEBBE\GTOX: Thev knew that not 
a single factory in Queensland sold that 
butter willing!:;. \Yould managers of fac­
tories be foolish enough to sell butter at 
149s. to the }Iinister which was worth 220s. 
in England, and >Yhich only cost 21s. to 
eend forward? If thcv carried on business 
in that way they wol{ld soon get to bank­
ruptc:·. They had business men in the fac­
toriec who had ber;n in the industry for many 
years and had a grip of the conditions. 
Ther objected to butter beinr; taken over 
by incn ·r·ho knew nothing whatev0r about 
the bnoincss. Tlwrc was this much to be 
said. that owing to good seasons they could 
prodm'<' butter at one-tenth of the cost at 
>Yhich it was <woduced when the Queensland 
Government s0izPd it. At the time the Min­
ister seized the fir>t lot of butter, he would 
guarantee that plenty of it cost Ss. or 9s. a 
lb. to produce. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICT:LTl:RE: That dis­
counts all your ~tatements. 

"JUr. BEBBE\GT0::'\1 : Let them buy feed 
.at £15 per ton, "·hieh he had to do, and thPy 
would see Ychat it cost to produce butter. 
\Vith labour and everything else that butter 
\Yas co,-tit'q; prac-tically 10s. per lb. to produce. 
The dairvmen in Brisbane admitted that tho 
co't of J)roducing milk was 7d. -per quart, 
which >:oulrl be 2>. 4cl. per g·a!lon. and it took 
2~ gallons of milk to produce 1 lb. of butter. 
Then. thnre ere the taxes and other things 
to com<ider. He was only giving the food 
cost. The Minister knew perfectly well that 
the frrnner,s paid him on the average about 
£10 per ton for feed. 

Mr. WEIR: You said £15 before. 
J\Ir. BEBBI:"JGTO=": He had paid £15 

and £16. Xow that they had a good season 
and were able to produce more cheaply, 
the Federal Govei'nment was paying the same 
price for the butter as the Queensland Go­
vernment did in the drought. In those times 
the farmer did not get 50 per cent. of the 
cost of production, and now he was only 
gettin'S a fair living wage. The Minister 
said he bought the butter. If he did, he 
bought it compulsorily, and it was a forced 
profit. Then. they talked a bout British free­
dom. Y0t thev compulsorilv took half a 
man's living. ·The ::\finister ·admitted that 
he took it. 

The SECRI:r.\RY FOR AGRICrLTURE: I don't 
admit it. I po,itivcly' deny that I took it. 
I bought it. 

::\Ir. BEBBI:!'\GTOX: ·when a man came, 
>Yith 'he powpr of the Sta·c,, behind him. and 
said that a thing which a perwn had worth 
£21,0 he was going to take for £149. what 
\n'' it but highw:t;v robbc•ry? They rnight 
just a-; WL'll say to a n1an \Vho had ""-£200 in 
the l):nk that they \Yf'l'C golng to take it 
and g;iYc hirn .£150. It \Yas th0 Yer:v same 
tbing- a.;: to take a farrncr's produrf' at t-\.vo­
thirds its price. He obj r'Ctecl to that word 
"prnfit." It was not profit. Their factories 
alwa>s naid a certain amount and left a 
~n1ali :3n~·plns. Y\·hirh \vas carriPd forward as 
a defeued payment. If the ),Iinister had put 
"deferred payn1cnt " inst0ad of "profit" in 
his renort he would ha Ye hePn correct. It 
was n1erel~· a deferred payment. Referring 

[Mr. Bebbington. 

to the prickly-pear experiment.<, tlwy knew 
just as much now a,, w.hcn they started. 
Thece was no doubt that 1f th0 department, 
before they cxpel·irncnted, knc''V ·what other 
people knew. they would not have asked the 
rwople to spend so much money. 

Then there v: _cc. the cattle tick question. 
He wanted t1 congratulate the inspector-
1\Ir. Foley->;,ho had done a lot of valuable 
and verv difficult work. He was one of thoso 
who bciicve'll that the tick stopped in a 
C'ertain district only so long as ppoplc~ wonld 
let it. He was quite positive that when the 
people 'nade up their mind to get rid of the 
tick ont of the district it had to go. Ho 
yya' certain that if a district was quarantined 
~ nd no tick:v ~~ock \Yas allo\\'"('>d to go into 
that district: and all the cattle owners in 
that di,trict were compelled to dip their 
cattle for a certain time, the ticks >Yonld 
vorv ,oon be extinct in that district. He 
had watched it verv carefullv, and had seen 
u di"trict in thP bf.ginning 0£ those f'Xperi­
ment . There ,_-as too much red tap~ alto­
gether among the inspector., until .:\Jr. Cory 
cctn1e along. }fen in isolated plac,s had been 
comjwlied to dri,-e their ticky stock throt!gh 
thicklv inhabited and clean places to a d1p; 
tc, dip t!JPm thero and then takP thPn: bac!r. 
\nvbc",h who knew anvthmg about ticks m 
~~ttlo Il:new perfectly 'well that whc~n ~he 
cattle bPgan to get heated and perspu·ahon 
S(- in. the ricks dropped off. He had always 
ad,-ocated that instead of quarantining the 
whole district, that one partict\lar farm 
where the outbreak was should be qnaran­
tmed. and they chould not allow a beast to 

off that place, but should compel the 
o"\;'ner t J c!0an then1 to th() sati:;:.fartion of thc­
iJJSpcctor beforP he was allov. ed to move any 
stock. He lwlieved that those were the means 
which :\Ir. Cory had a,dopted. Those Yvho 
had met 1Ir. Cm.r belieYed that the depart­
mccnt had thrrt que tion Yery mnch at heart, 
und in }Jr. Corv they had a really first·cla~s 
officer and a n;an "·ho uncl0rstood his bucl­
nps::;;. 

fi0 1~':'lticccl in +he rennrt snn10 !.'cn1arks 
o.hont 'vhea.. H0 belic,-ed that co-operative 
pools or joint sto{'k co-opc;ratiY£' {'0111panie''' 
were the only nh'rrn'' which they had n~ hand 
for th~ farmers to ; et a rce"onable pr1ce for 
tln•ir produce. If the farmNs were all po~r 
nnd h1 11crd of n1nnc~-, and thC'y _,,,C'nr the1r 
stuff down to market and . sold it at half 
priee, th.·2·· \YC"l'C ahva~·s gorng- to be poor. 
One thinrr that had dom' a lot of good was 
th. Queensland Cheo -e }1anufacturer; Asso­
ciation. fie did n,)t ·~ay that the agent \vho 
o·ot hj '~'JCrcenta O'e for :;:;e1ling dirl not earn 
ft. Y ee~ often. ~yhere they paid him. up to 
5 per cent .. it would co~t them mor.c if they 
had to do it them'l+•c'. He was entitle,d to a 
{'crY :-tin Jnlount ~· ,) lon~_· as th0rc \VaS- no 
o·amblino- and dealing in produC<'. The mor­
:::hant hc1necl them to g:C't rid of their stock, 
and thry ,',e\ccmed him. \Yhcn th~ Oneen-:land 
CheC'"·C' ~farufacturr>rs' .... -\.~'SOC'Hthon \vas. 
fc\nned there \Yere r. bont fourtr en co-opera­
tiye ell· e~e factDrir< in Qucens1ancL and they 
\> ('l'e nParly a Jl on the stan·ing poi';'t .: they 
could not eel! their stock, ar.j tholl' stor<;s 
V.'erc filled. Tr:enty-fiyc per cent. o.f the1r 
stuff ".·as ruimd through there b.emg- no 
markets. :'\o'.\' then• was no such thmq· .. He 
believed that there were now bdween eighty 
and ninety co-operative factories in Queens­
land. Just as the worker and everyo:'e else, 
had clone-just as the storekeeper did-the 
producers had to j o~n together and set a 
living wage uPOn then produce, and he had. 
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to hold it until l~e got it. That "·as the only 
"·"·ay :in \vhich he v;·a~ goin; tc g'-·t a living-. 
IIe k::.W\Y that l1H'LlbOl'S on the. Dtl1cr side 
Y. anrecl cheap f.)ocl. T:Ycn n1Pmbcrs repre~ 
st>nting fuming district·, like the hon. mem­
ber for Port Curti <, \Yho would sell his 
e1ector.;;: any time, and had sold thCln over 
and over again. 

The CHAIR:\IA::\ : Orde1· ! Order ! 
:\Ir. COLLIXS: I rise h a point of order. 

I::- the l.on. rncrnlwr in ord('r in sa\'ing that 
the hon. menb,;· for Port Curtis \Vould sell 
his elef'tor~ at any time? 

Th0 CH.HR:\IAX: He is not in order. I 
ask him LJ >vithdraw the expression. 

:\fr. BEBBIC\GTOX: He would withdraw 
that, and he would say that that member wvs 
ahYays quite ,villing to hand over his 
farmers' labour che 1ply to the citi€s. He 
"' cs ahvay, taking the si-de of the cities. 

}lr. C.IRTER : That is not true. 

:\Jr. BEBBINGTOX: There was one thing 
he wante·d to c 'lY in reg-ard to tuberculosis. 
He was nry please,) th'at the :\Iini-ter had 
not gone any furtlwr in that matter, because 
he tlwug-ht that the citv councils and the 
city authorities shoqld use everv means to 
clear up their own back varde 'before thev 
allowed the slaug-hter of 'their cattle. He 
had seen back v :rds in the citv which were 
kept disgracef!1llv. and where 'manv horces. 
practically speaking, were liYin!',' if not 

e undrr the house, verv IH'al' it. rnti] their 
o"-n bark ·yards \Yen:..' rl0an0d un it \vas un­
reaconable' to s]; ughter cattl0 iwcause thev 
thmwht they had tubercul<'··.is. He was glad 
t·.J C8 '.' that the nuecnsland nttle were the 
healthic,t cattle in the world, chiefly on 
account of the outdoor lifo \vhich thev led. 
(Ironico.l GoYf'rnment laug-hter.) :Me'rnbcrs 
on !lw other side -did not s!'om to know that 
the milkin,- cow> in the old countries spent 
~0ven n1nnth;.; of the 'YC'1.l' in thf' d·?~ble. 
Thc.~0- thinru:. sco1nr·c1 tO be a TC'Ydation to 
thPm. Tha~t' v,-as the kind of ignorance \vith 
which they had h put up. 

The bell indicated that the hon. member's 
t;me had expired. 

Mr. :\fORGAX (Jiurilla): He wanted to 
refer to the assistance given by the Agricul­
tural Department to farnwrs for the purpose 
of encouraging the growth of wheat in 
Queensland. During the past tweh-e months 
it had not b0en cqud to that 'l·ivcn by the 
Agricultural Department during the pre.-ious 
twelve months, and, in bet. by the previou; 
Government. 

Th<' SECRLT,\RY FOR ~-\GRICTLTcRE: Thot P· 
not true. 

:\Ir. MORGA?\: He thoue:ht it was at,o­
lutelc- cmTcct, and he thought he would be 
able to prove it before he "~ t do·•.·n. 

The SEc~RE:.IRY FOR AGRICliLTcRE: \\ c are 
selling n1orc '·.~heat~ anc1 v. e gave £odd er, 
which they did not give at all. 

:VI,·. ::Y10RGAX: ·when the '""r first broke 
out the Denham Gev0rnmcnt decided to 
encourage the growth of wheat nnd food­
stuffs so ihat their own 1'equirenwnts would 
be fnllilled as "·ell as having- a surplas \vith 
which to supply the British Empire if 
neces• ary. At that time a drought did not· 
exist. The Denham Government decided to 
give assistance to the wheatg-rowers, and 
they devised a scheme which was very 

s!ttisfactor,;- so far res it ".·ent at that p!trticular 
penod. l:nforn.matel.v, after the farn1ers 
had recein1c[ that as-ista:we and ihat seed 

·,dl-'at from thP Denharn Govern­
[4.30 p.m.] ·11ent, a droug!Jt occurred and the 

1915 crop was a eomplete failure. 
In the ploughing season oF 1816, the prc ent 
Governm<·nt decided to follow in ':he foot­
steps of the De·1ham Government, hut unfor­
tunatelv thev diseontinuerl that o•sistance at 
a time when it would have en ,hied the 
farmers to gro1v 1Yhcat whiC'h v.rould have 
been han·esting at the present moment. He 
had intervie ,,·ec1 the :\1inist<.:· and presented 
a petition, sig-ned h;J a number of farmers in 
his district ·desirous of continuing whent­
grovving, but unfortunately the- MinistPr de 
cided to turn them down and r~£uscd to give 
t-hem any help or assi•,tance whatever. The 
excuS<• made bv the :'\1mister would not bear 
the li~ht of day. if they analysed it. He 
said that in his belief, ov·ing to tbe season, 
it w-as inadvisable for the Government to 
advance seed wheat beca11oe the farmer 
ehould be able !o buv for himcelf. He also 
stated that it WBR not .<dYisa~.)e that the 
wheatgrowers of Que,•mland should '4TOW 11 

~rcat .d0ai of wheat during the {'Orr~ing year, 
owing to thr~ fact that a glut existed in 
other pm·ts c-f Australia. and if Queensland 
went in ±or extensivP culth·ation of wheat 
she v ould he only adding to the glut. He 
thought the "'Iinicter and those representing 
farming electorates who cupporLd him rnust 
agree that he was on wrong ground when he 
practic~l.lv g-ave out to the farmers of Queens­
land that it 'ms not ad vi--able t<J grow v hc·at. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR AGRIC'1iLTcRE: I said 
that in view of th0 qu '.ntity of whe"t that 
was ,,tacked and rottir1g it "\Vas tirrto for n1e 
to take a stand and not distribute wheat in 
the face of those conditions. 

1\Ir. :\IORGAN: ::\'otwithstanding thflt 
members on the other si-de wr-re standbg on 
the pnblic platfocm and telling the people 
th<l.t thev could better afford to grow wheat 
and foo-clstuffs than send men to the front, 
the :\1inister told tho farmers that 'it was not 
"dvisable for them to grow wheat. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICcLTl'RE: There 
"re millions of bushels stacked in New South 
\V-ales tint they cannot shift. 

Mr. MORGAN: And v~t the Minister 
would get up on the public platform during 
the next week rnd tell the people of Aus­
tralia to vote "::'\o." hecau~e thev could be 
better employed in sending fnod,,tuffs. They 
knmv that, so far as Queensland "·as con­
cerned. thev had not vet c-rown more than 
one-third of their n:_"qu.irem,_ents. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTT:RE: \.Ye have 
;;-ro·vn more than one-third-one h:·lf. 

Mr. :JiORG AN: V en little more than one­
third: one-half if the ,\·hco.t had bee 1 milled, 
hut hot "ear a great quantit;· was spoilt by 
the vve:;tther and was not fi.j.. for lnnnan {'On~ 
sumption. NotwithstalCding that, the Minis­
ter would sooner se<' the mone;- ;ro out of 
the State into other portions of Australia for 
the purpose of bringing wheat back here 
for our mvn people. The :Minister and his 
£.arming support0rs might admit th J.t he 
made a bloor:ter when he gave that adv1ce. 

::\fr. O'St;LLIVA~: What did your leader, 
::\'lr. Hughes, tell the apple-g-rowers in Tas­
mania? 

Mr. Morgan.] 
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Mr. MORGAX: That did not concern 
him; what he v, as concerned about was what 
ihr Mmister, in his official capacity, told the 
people of Queensland. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTcRE : I sa id I 
was not going to distribute seed, and I am 
glad I did not. 

:\fr. MORGA::-;J: He thought the whole 
State would admit that he made a silly mis· 
take by not supplying that wheat, because 
at the present time they were having \Vh{lt 
might be termed a fine season in some locali­
ties in QueeTJsland. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTcRE : A bad 
season for wheat. 

Mr. MORGAN: That remark showed that 
the Minister was not kept advised as to the 
conditions. He could Pnoak for his own 
district, ~,,·\·here, had t.ho :\1linister gisen those 
poor farmers the wheat they f!sked for, they 
would have had a bumper cmp. ff nothing 
happened in the next fortnight th"-,- wne 
going to strip the best crop they h<i:cl had. 
He- himself had wheat in and his crop was 
the best hn had grown in teE years' E-XJWri­
encc. They admitted +,hat the rain >vas 
generally late, but ovdng to the falls since 
then the crops had gone ahead by leaps and 
bounds, a1:.d if the :.\linistcY ,_~,·as poste-ll as to 
what cts really happening he would know 
that there 1vas going to }Je a considt~rahle 
qnantitv harv0't' d this vrar. In fact thev 
Would rnc ~t like];' have rl10l'C whent stripped 
this vear than last. ,\t am rat.•, 7he Miuis­
ter fciled in his obligation to the settler. 
H_e as!<N'! him (:\fr. Morr:;an) to supply hi•<J 
>nth the nanws of the e v, ho required wheat, 
and the official reply wa ns follows:-

'' Sir.-Relfltive to the pe£it10n for, 
~.; rdc~d l1y :'-'OU and other Sct+lers in the 
'I1ara district asking that a quantity of 
seNl v.-heat n set ag-ain,t the names of 
those who igrl(-"~d the n0tition n1ay be 
supplied by this dcparrment for the 
con1ing s0ason. the l\Iinist·'r has ·de~ired 
me to inform 'yon th<J,t the GoverEmcnt, 
ha vino; considered th<:> matter. has decided 
th"t the distribution of Se cd w}H',1t for 
t:LiS pJantlng- CallllQ~ be E'L''·,;:>rtnined. rrhe 
~ea-on 1~, s0 good tha~ it i-; t.!10u:;h.t 
arrangements can 1Jc rrtadc by the gro",:vers 
th8!nselves. 

"Be good enough to infoc'm the other 
~"ignator:ies to the -petition ac-cordingly." 

That Ltkr '"'as signed by tl_·" UndPr Secre· 
tarv. and was dftl> ·J :,he 28th March. 1817. 
Affe.. drou; ht 11 1-'d hrokc...'YJ. a ~?"\V -,yp:oks 
o::.~ .; the c·1 ·C' 1ni:;zh+ ~·-· v1: ~ .. :..':, f~Yerv 
farruer t cvcrv hit of ~:.tock he ne "C'~ eel. 
\Yhen he hr ·l n~ n'lc :;ne:: (;f r~.,~ckjng 1-non( . 
1vhcn I10 L:,~1 nn:-~ ·1.nlout~t Df gr< ~" "hut no 
stork. the l\1-ini<;!tcr Ji .L '' Owin to th(· g0oc_~ 
seasm1 the fnmnr oud1t to be able h find 
the n1oncv ttJ buv sPed ~;Yhe ~L" after a 
droue:ht, ~ wh< n t·hP f • rmc·r ]~ cd , 10 in-
dcbtrrl to tlw "ton'·:c, '><'r 3'' far as would 
let him! lc,'hn,; the" D<cnhcm Gnvc·rnrnont 
initi ''Pd the schcne the' d'cl. not t;'ouble 
whothq· the frrrmPt" could buY it u not. 
Thpc- ndo'Yl ·d a S"11c :tC' f(,J~ th'r· ;-·1H110~e of 
assisting the oulti,-ation of wh0,at 'with :. 
vier to nnking Qtwrn-,land a •df-oor.tained 
State so far ~!.s. \vhe-lt \Yas c'1nr·ern.Pd. 1:~rl a1:-::.o 
with !' view to having a surplus which might 
be sh1]1ped to oth<'r parts "' the worlcL The 
report of the dep,n·tment told them that, with 
the exo',']1tion of T" ·mania. Queens!ar,d y <ts 

capable of gro,vin~ a lnr?er quant:t:v to the 
acre than (lll:"" other 8tatr in AmtraliD" H"d 
the Minister followed the >,cheme. on which 
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he agreed th<e fir·st year he was m office, at 
the present t1me they would be most likely 
c:uting into Brisbane and other place~ large 
quantities of wh< :tt, which would have 
assisted the Railway Department to make 
itself {l profitable coneern, done away with 
the nece,,itv of bringing >vheat from the 
Southf'l'n States, and in every way added 
considerably to the prosperity ef the State. 
The Minister said, in the first place, that 
owing to the good season th,, farmer should 
be able to fin-lnf'e himself. He went further, 
and in an interview vvith the repre~entatives 
of the Prc>'o was reported as follows: __ , 

"The Minister for Agric;u]ture (:Y1r, 
Lermon) stHted ;·est.,rday that many 
letters h cd been received by thp clepart­
ment inqmring whether it was its inhn­
tion tc discontinue the 5\>stom of distn­
buting se(·d whe:)·t., 'In vl~~'v of the fact,' 
he sa1d. 'that thetP is already a glut of 
wlwat in the Southern market. whch 
wheat cannot pos,ibly be sliiprJed owing 
to th•• c\isruption of shipping fc:LCilities 
caused b the war, it would appeal" th<tt 
the pres.~ nt is. an inopporb.Ine ti 1ne to 
,rJistr;,,,,JA '•''heat in t.hj, State and th<'•.·ebv 
add to tl1e .urnlns in the rnarkcet. ::\lore­
OYer. thf? abn0rm.a1 ::ea.scn that \Ye are 
Pxperjt.>ncing should !~ond,ur it unneCf'<;;Sary 
Ior vd1e·1..tg-ro"\Yf'1 to apnly for Gov0:rn­
n1cnt .a -sist>:' ne~. v·hich in tho pu5t has 
br•·n accorclE'd onlv m bad seasons caused 
b drmwht or othN :•dvPrsc circum­
st''TI! s. t"1The h1Q)l p"ices heing main 
taincd for su~ar: hntter. cho~'.;e, heef. • 
mutton. and wool-the primary products 
of the Shtc-should enable the man on 
the' land to ;ret through tl:>e fJr''sent re:> r 
1vithout snc;·io.l Govcrnm0nt assl~tance, 
particu~:1.rlv as such <h:?istance may only 
add to thC: conr:;estion of tho wherrt sup­
p.Ji,"s air( :~d;.~ existing in ..:~ustralia.' " 

The S,ECRET,tRY FOR AGRICCLTURE: I re~·eat 
ever:-· word of that now. 

Mr. MORGAX: H<:> was \'Pry glad the 
Mi:tiA-ter did not de 1r it. hretu',f' the fHrn1Prs 
,,onlcl be a blc to jt;dge. and likewisc thoH' 
inter&~•t,~·d in far•ni1ic;. He> statcd->Yhich was 
an :\1-,Jlutc 1ni<-~t:"fernent, n.s it cou!d be 
proved-

,, ::\1orcc·Y0l". thE' alcnormal season that 
\Ye nrc cx:r < rivncing should render it 
nnL'-'C'P~s~tTY for whc'tgrov.-ers to .a-·)ply 
.ror G•J;;c··r~11ent .f15Si3tnncP ~.-o"hich in the 
·•c t lnd bcc;J ac 'o1deccl only in bad 
~Pason~. ~._-,-:nc:r·J by ~fou0ht or other ad­
Yl rs _. e1 rf'uind-a -1e · :l. 

H kP '"' thct that , ' not so, because the 
;;ear 19 L"5r. ,,.ht'il ~~ ~~ D12nhan1 Governn1ent 
i11 .titn; .)~1 +hr> l'ehc~nP. for tilC' purpose of en­
conruo-i:l0' ,,~l>~at()'rowin':.l", y:as not a drought 
Yf''ll'. o \~':h0n th~ Cnye~·unH~nt then decided 
f:rJ alia,,.,. nn to £]. DPl' arT(' for the cul+iva­
tion nf ]c~E<:1 . ac, we](?, seed wheat-that "as, 
in 1814-thcre "·rs no drought; and yet the 
)._:ir~.i~t2r in ·,n officlal ~-t~.t.c'l;Pnt t.o the Press, 
sajd it -ras oP h- the '' .')rk of the Go;;crn1nent 
tc suppl~- whedt dnrin~· a ti1ne o~ j.rought or 
under other ach-crsn cir~nustancc . He thought 
that in that n'atter the Go.--rnment had 
failed in it;; dub· to the farmer and to the 
8>ate. Th~,- h }d :1ot shc··-n the foresight 
the :::,Iil.!; tr>1: ~~1ou~:l. haYe Fhov:·n had he been 
dr,·~·;rcu:7-~·nc c• c ·:pecia.lly· in a tin1c of \Var­
of enconr,1~ing- the \Yhf'.atgrowing industry 
in Queembmd. and <Llso doing all he possibly 
could to promote • he 9Towth of foodstuffs 
in ordc•r to a•oiFt the British Empire in the 
struggle it was engaged in. 
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He alw wanted to deal with another 
~n1port--·~1t n11th~l', and that was in connec­
t;;on with the dipping of stock. He would 
giYf~ the ::\linister crl~Jit to a certain extent 
for ende:tv..._:uring to clean up certain area,,~ 
Df la1, -l in Quec_:_lsland and perpetually ha Ying 
that l.t-nd free of ticks, and, as long as he 
<lid the,-.. , things judiciously and after a 
thol'ough <xa-::Jinati n. he wou1c1 be doing a. 
good tlli_.g ior thl' Stat0. But, unfortunately, 
Q\, in:; to cardessnes::~ on the part of son1e 
oi the men \\·ho had the superYision of the 
dips in Queensland, ''ons1derablc l<hs of life 
had ocem·:'r d and tly department had suffered 
accordingly. They had had in the Press 
during the past eight or nine montL notifica­
tilLl::: "\Yilcrc enor:mous losses had occurred 
tln ough stock ha Yinr.; l:H-_0n dipped, and, un­
fcrtunav:ly, t~ie cau__,e had been proyed to 
be a la:·k o: superyision on the part of the 
men in charge of the drps and dw stren~th 
of the duid being grea~~r than 1.Ya& necess:ry 
for the purpose. He wanted to refer to the 
accident thm: ( t'currc·d at Chinchilla, because 
he thought it " mattc;r of public impOi·tance. 
1_'he ~\a-litor-GPlLrnJ.~s l't:l)Ort for the vear 
1916-17 'aiel-- " 

'' On th0 Srh Decc r:ber, 1916. 445 h"ifers 
belonging to ),lr. D. _\. Carne:ron, of 
Wc;oJ}":'ids, :\Ft :hdl, 'rcre dipped. at 
ChlllC~1lL'l, a.:., from th'~ effect. of 1111~ 
Pl'-J!Jer di;opinG earricJ out under the 
SUlPl'•,-ii)io~t cf .dl acting in,o;. __ . ector of 
•tc'. k. 409 of the lwifers died." 

Th: Mini tc:· •· ouJ.d admit that was a yery 
wrwus lo,s to the $tate of Queensland with 
t'Ie shot uge of steck and the high price of 
~ttttle. The report ... 'vent on-

.. A.n inquh.r v, D" held, and it was 
fcuad that the mam reason for the loss 
"'·a:s the ex:ce:-:- i..-e strength o~ the dip 
fimd. 

·· ~\_ clain1 for COLlpCn'_mtion. at the rate 
of £8 10- per he Hl, \Vas 1nade ao-ainst 
tlw G--ove:i'll!llP!lt bv the owner on a;count 
of ~h(~ cu.t' ~c that~ Jicd. 'l_lhi· clai:~l was 
sen:c" hy the pay<Hent of £3,000 in fnll 
·.Jischargc o£ .all li:lbility" 

'That Listake on the pal't of the official 
supcn: 'ir ;c; th <t dip eo ·t the GoYonnnent 
£3.0GC llc achnired tho Goveu1n1eut for 
~e1 .ling the clain1 for -;hat stock vvithout 
f?l ·ng to the cnurt. The clain1 \Vas justi­
fl(·d. C.L l the Go\-enlnlcnt nu:t it \vithout 
unnecv:_ :l:1 ry lLt_ al cxpenditun ; ..tu cL v:ith the 
exc,Jti)E o' th0 falt tLJ.t the e;tt]e Ycere a 
lo-,'3 to the State an(l to t}l' GoYenunent, 
~he nl~,t·~ :::·~· \Y:J.S, c-cnen:dl:; sp-2aki·~L. 3ettled 
In a _rt-! ±r,_·tory :uwnner. }:}ut the point he 
·wanted tu 111; kL' \\"~:s tbat, Ullfortun?_.tcly, the 
Gc\-en:-l~.lL \ h~·d .1,1c: :y.~t devised.' Jnle 1ne.ans 
by \,clllC'!l tno i1n1CL U3Ul 111 th-0 Ji1J Cvuld be 
kLpt rtt ~ufficicnt d ·· .. tgth to d(; the \;ork 
of dC' tr_.~·ing th~.? tic,..: ' Hh')Ut dcsL·oying tho 
bt.·· ~t. dth · ccu had cccurred. Pt:l'~laps 
tbe k·, <3T•_at as in the in;tance 
he had great losses had oceuned 
thrcuQ'll of stock, and the re,,ult 
wa,~ th:.:· ~lini _;ter no~; i'otr:d hi1nsc~f opposed 
by n f:,-rcat nu1nJt.=>r of :_:ockov.-ners and other;:; 
"lu "·er: . tr~·ing to :hirk their dipping re~ 
'3_,_JOD'3lbJlltl:·, as 1nucll as possible, because 
the.•· rcc )gnis-xl if the: di·cl dip in \·orn:! of 
_thr<c lJltF:es the"; r ,n th2 rick uf losing, not 
hundreds. but thousand' of pounds. AU sorts 
of odf~vic:c \vere thel'c-fure cno·inoered bv 
etocko'"ncrs and othcn 'vith the view u"f 
,td_cfeatin;:~( the t:ick cl:il1ping regulations, and 

pcssibly running the cattle through a weak 
sclutlon ''rhich was lJoi suiiiciently strong 
enough to def.,troy the tick. }lu \i·ould think 
it ~vvoul·rl be th(' .dutY of the :;linister to n1eot 
his offic, TS engag~d in that u1a tt12r and 
arrange for son1c n1oro ~.atisfact-ory solution 
of the d1f!icnlty 

The bell indicated that portion of the hon. 
me .. 1bcr's time had expir:d. 

:Ylr. MORGA"' (coutinuing): _.u the pre~ 
sent time the dips wore ch&rged in a reckless 
manner, without knowing the strength. The 
officer would come aloer; and empty a drum 
o£ dip :nixturo into tlw r.oceptacie, and, with~ 
out knowing whether it v, as the proper 
strengtil or 11ot, it was used. It 1night be 
tto strong ancl lake the hair and cyej off a 
beast, or it 1night he too \vcak, and that 'vas 
the systmn in progr"''0~ at the pre::;cnt n1on1ent. 
There s.emed to be nothing to indicate that 
tlw dips in the differ('ut localities ere always 
kept at sulflci<!l1t str,,ngth to do the work 
,:osired withont destroying the aaimaL The 
s":stom in fmce of ,.,nding a pot of fluid 
dC'\Vn to be ex_.arnined was not a gnocl one. 
In his opinion, sorncthing could be arranged 
that \voald giYe 1nore satisfactory results all 
round, and would place n1orc confidence in 
1 hr' people v:ho had to dip their stock. His 
OlJinion was that the avPrage 1nan v+,rho owned 
Hock wn:, l10t afl'<!icl of ,Jipping his 'to~k in 
a proper solution, but, owing to the fact 
that he had no experience and the man in 
charge of the dip had Ycry little experience. he 
kEc\v he ran the ri~:k of ruining hin1sclf if 
Le allow,,d his <'atth' to go through the dip. 
If the :Ylinister wouid take thc;e matters 
mto con&icleration. he felt sure ho would be 
ddn::; considerable \VOrk in the interests of 
the ::)tate -'1Hd helpin~, :in the vyork he was 
doing to cku some portions of Queensland 
oi the tick peeL 

\Vith regard to seed in·,pection, he noticed 
they held only one seed inspector to look 
,.{ter the seeds Jistnbutccl throughout the 
length ond breadth o~ Queensland. During 
the past six or eight n1onths there hac~ been 
1nore i11ferior seed die'- ribut :d in Queensland 
than, p,.__rh ·ps, during any other period. 

Thr SECRETARY Feu AG:riCULTFRr:: Do not 
fcrgct t-hen~ \Yas HP er <.t prose-cution uLtil I 
took C'ha rgc o£ that d'!i~·arhncnt. 

~ ':r. :\IORG A'\: There were never uore 
re ,sons for pro ,cc:ttioLs than there had been 
during the rast three months, 01,;jnz- to the 
fact 1~wt th-~ n1frchants vvho h,:d been gettjng 
seed,, from C:ermanv h;>d had to look for 
frc h iidds for thr_,1r secch; and, unfortu-
ll [1_, ~Tf \t nnrnbcr of those n1erchants 
,,-~lo seed in tock for one or t-:vo vcnrs, 
.. , h(~rc(-: t}H: •;ar tht~T.- u::_ed to dE-ftrov 
tha: they had b, en selling to the 
f-. 1 ~r~.2r ·which vvcre tL.tco or four years 
olJ. 

Thn ST"c::ET.\RY lOR ;'~GRICL-LTURE: IIaJve you 
proof o£ that? 

Mr. ".IORGAX: He had proof in the fact 
that when he bought seed-and he had tried 
more than one s;-.':'d Jnerchant in Brisbane­
he got a vnry poor percenta2o to gern1inate, 
and, in talking to the merchants, they said 
it "a' difficult to get good seed. If the 
mcrch mts had not c:ood sec l that would 

,-rminatc>, vvcll. vvhy ehould they be allowed 
to "ell it: \",~hv should the farmer go to the 
tronhb of cultivating his ~oil and planting 
seul the.' "·oulrl not grow? It Y··as far bdter 
for the department to take charge of ;;hat 

Jir. Jlorgan.] 
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s(·eJ ancl haYC it destroYed. It was bethr 
to L:J.YP no ~- __ ,,-l and f;ft\:C th0ir lllOileV th;;n 
t0 lw.Ye bad ~eed and spend their {r-oncy. 
The -eed to-rla; was worse than it ever had 
b-en. H,_, ad~litt,-:.d that it was o\,ing to the 
v ar, and owing io the fact that the seeds 
y·ere not coming in. but he did sav the seeds­
men should Eot be allowed to sell an article 
that ·c:as not satisfactory to the n1an --Yho 
culti' atccl the <Jil. 

Tlw brll in cl> .;tecl that the hon. member's 
full time had <'Xpirecl. 

~1Ir._ C"\RTER (]'art Gurti.,) :aiel he w:ts 
H'l'" mtcrested anc1 amu <:cl listoning to the 
hc,n. member for DraYton. The hon menber 
secl~led to reg;ard hhn;;0lf sonlo\vh~t as an 
authority on handling C'ommodities. 

::Yir. BnmrxGTOX : I know the clifl'er<mce 
bNwcen cream and butter, which cou don't. 

::Yir. C::ARTER :_ But -.,-hen the hon. gentle­
n:an '~nl rlw pnce of a commoclih should 
be fixd at hat it cost· to produce under 
m est .1dn'rse conditions ]·c. v dS talkinc- a 
deliberate absurdity. O~e might as well ~av 
the price of pinertpplc, should be fixed a't 
the cost of production at the South Pole, as 
to c.a. the pric0 of butter should be fixed 
at th<' co't of production wh0n fodder was 
B15 per ton. There could b.c no o-reatcr 
absurclit•·. Other countrie· were not labour­
ing 1!nder the sanlP disabilitie~, and the 
world s market' were fixed or, the cost of 
production in the cheapest place. 

:.Ir. BEBHXGTOX: You would not allow 
us to g.t the world's markctc. 

::Yir. CARTER: He thought the hon. mem­
ber had n,ade his speech. but he seemed to 
feed on other speeches, the same a-•. he feel 
on . the. labour. of others. TherG was no 
11c:·wcl 111 the h1stor~- of Que<:ncland when thG 
clatry farm·crs had been so v.-e!l off as under 
the• Administration of this State. He would 
qitote som!" figurPs he had gone to the trouble 
~- compll!ng. He had collected the fi;:-mes 
<Or a pertocl of fonr years. from Julv. 1913, 
to June. 1917. That period covered two 
:Vf'<trs of the Denhan1 .Adn1inistration. and 
two ycars of the Labour .. \dministration. 
and three years of that period vas covPred 
by !h' ;var. 'Cncler the Denham Adminis­
tra twn m 1913-14, thn farmer recei vcd for 
the butter contents 

1
of h~s cream, 10~cl. per 

lb. : m 1914-15, ls. I. d.; m 1915-16 under the 
Labonr Administration h0 received 1s. 2'd. 
per lb. 4 

:\fr. BEBBIXCTO:;: \-Vhat are you dealing 
with? 

:\It-. CARTER: He 1vas dealing with the 
butt0r contPnts of the cream. 

::Ylr. BEBBIXGTOX : YOU don't know the 
difference. 

::\Ir. CARTER: He knew the difference 
b0t\·· cen a brickbat ;]!.id a pound of buttt:r 
a:1cl he qtw.tiond whether the hon. membe;. 
d!Cl. In 1915-16 the price wa-; 1s. 2~d., and 
the profit, on the buctter soJJ bv the Hon 
the ::Yiini,ter for Agricnhnre ori behalf of 
th0. farmers was distributed amongst the 
factor1cs. ln 1916-17 the price paid to the 
proclucer of cream was Is. 4~d .. and on top of 
that n mm of £30.000-cqnh-alent to nertrlv 
2rL . per lb.--' as distributed amongst the 
nn10us butter factortc<. He had m;,de a 
~omparison with Xcw South Wales, a State 
.'nst m- r the border, ,,·ithin a few miles from 
h_"rc, , nd wh0re th,-, butter was corrcpara­
t,wl'' frep from State handling. During 
th<' last two years, when butter was handled 
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by the State of Qucenelancl. the price in :\'ew-­
South \Yales of the butter contents of cream· 
v;a 1s. 2J.d. as fl[;ainst 1s. 2·~d. in Queens­
land. 

Mr. BEBBIXGTOX: \-Vhat factory was that? 

:!Hr. CARTER : The biggest factory in 
Austr.1lia, the Bvron Bay Butter Fad:ory. 
That was a ~cl. 'r·'l' lb. less for the whole 
year than the a\'clage paid in Queensland 
nEdt;r a Labour GoYernn1ent, and for the year 
1916-17. the price paid in :'\ew South '\Vales 
for eh<:' product of th• farmn was ls. 2~d. 
a nc:ain· t ls. 4J,cl. under the Labour Acl-
mln17tration. ~ 

i\Ir. Co;.·sm: Vlh ·t are you quoting fron1? 

Mr. CARTER: Tho·.e were the prices, 
ls nd. in :'\cw South \Val'E\8. and in Qu<'ens­
land· the f-.rm0r got 1s. 4~d .. and the dis­

tribution of profits equal to· 
[5 p.m.] ancthcr 2d. for the butter con-

tents of their cream. He wanted 
to lTIJ,kC a cornr "trison bf't\veen the pri< P in 
the two States, the one State compcratiYely 
fr-c;e from State control, and the other State 
control. He hc:d made it dear that in this 
State the farm·r got 2d. per lb. more for his 
comrr_·odity than the farn10r in the Eeigh­
bout·ing State of :'\e'.'' SmEh "1-al1 s. and on 
t-;p <1f that a di~tribthi.Jn of 2--1. J1"1' lb. 
1naking the pricv fer thi~ Str.tP 4d. per lb. 
n ore. Then hon. members opposit-e had the 
cffrortor·v to cmnP into the Chan1ber and 
attempt ·to m;-leacl tht· formers b~- trying 
tq n1ak0 out that the noY0l'l1E!C'l1t ·were not 
doing their best to r<ssist thes<: people \Yho 
"''re so badlv in need of a"''istance at the 
tinle the Labour part:~ CP~Ine into pO\V0r. 

::Yfr. ConSE"l: Ha'" you not boasted that 
you haY0 recluc:•d the price of foodstuffs? 

:Ylr. CARTER: Despite the fact thd an 
increased pricJ' had been got for the com­
modity, the price of butter hacl been rpcJuced, 
beNu thev had eliminated thP middleman 
who had been living on both the producer 
and the consumer. (Opposition laughter.) 

::Yfr. BEDil!XGTOX: Tell that to the school 
children. 

::YTr. C I.RTER: He wanted to point. out 
that. d• ',1ite the fact that butter wa;; bring­
ing a hi;- her price in the old country. and 
thd the prir0 vas fixed in London ·,t 22Ds., 
the fttrmers' butter in Qneensl:1nd was being 
sold b,- the Kationalist Gowrnment of the 
Commomcealth at 146s. per cwt.-151s. less 
3~ per cent., which reduced it to 14Cs. The 
cust of over.:ea transport would be equivalent 
tD about 25s .. makinc- the commoditY 176s. 
\Yho was ; etting the ·difference? · 

:\Ir. BEBi:lXGT0::-1: And ,-our ::Yiini .. tcr gaYc 
149s. ' 

:\1r. C.\RTER: \Yho wa.s gl'ttin.cs the dif­
fercn('r·· b0'·wcc1J 176') .. the e}:;;t jn LotH~FH~. 
and 289~. '? Yet hon. n10rnh~r-, oppl •Jte-­
who professed to hP stud,·ing the hrmers'' 
intPr·•st---hacl nothing to say \YllPn the 
Nrttional Fcdera 1 Govcrnnwnt. which they 
had re rurned to power. took their butter ate 
151s., less 3~ per cent.. or equiYalent to 146s. 
p('r ('\Yt .. a!ld sent it to En:2)ancl, ''here it v•as 
sold : t 229 

:\lr. BEFBIXGTOX: .c\nd you took it at 
149s., which is 2s. worse. 

::\Ir. CARTER: The farmer in this State! 
during the Labour Administration had been 
getting·' n. better price for his product than 
th0 far:ncr in anv other part of Australia 
r,,. Xew Zcalaml. ·He challenged hon: mem­
l,ers oppo,ite to bring figures to show the 
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('ontn-H·v. Thev kneT.v it \Vas absolutelv true, 
but it .lid not csuit their book, and thC::~ had 
11othillC to --a~ now that the National Go­
vernlnCnt waa~ taking oyer the co1nn1odity 
and selling it at nearly half of what It was 
fetching on the I,ondon market. Only a. lrttle 
while s::o the D"n'c;h butt~r producers com­
plaiiwcf. This is whd appeared in the 
"Courier" on 9th Xovembcr instant. It 
was ::,tat{'d-

., The Copenhagen correspondent of the 
' ::\Iornin.s Post ' states that the fixing 
nf a maximum price nf 229'. per r>vt. 
ha,; ca,uscd a panic in the buttnr market. 
:\[any exporters shipped qnantities at 
~50s.. m,d this butter, if it doe, not 
an·in: to time, >vill make a heavy loss. 
Exporter, arc inclined to cl is :ontinue 
sc·nding butter to England, especially as 
the Danes are un·,_ble to obtai.n enough 
for their o\vn HSC'." 

In Denmark buttH 'vas "·orth 450.s., but in 
England it ', as fi ,_C'r1 at 229s. The farn1ers 
hnc• rrot 1~6s .. and the> ,,-ere sati,fied. Thev 
werp nti: fled to w:t ·a. price which woulct 
yield them about 1s. 2d. per lb. for the 
butter cont0nt of tlwir crctm. when tb~re 
ll('Tcr v~as ::::urh a high priro in tho \·~·oriel's 
1narkPt be fore. 

:1Ir. BEBBIXGTOX: Fanrv a run1seller dis-
cus~ing Lutt·.r! ~ 

:'vir. CARTER: \Yhen their friend, the 
runJ·.cll(::-r\; ~on-the hon. 1ne1nber for Bur­
lll'tl-talkcd, his friend should not twit him. 
(Laughter.) He wanted to quote what the 
Agent~Gcneral for J\'ew Zealand had to say 
about the matter at a meeting of the ,,Cold 
Storazc "\'3ociation in London. The report 
in tho '• Courier" stated-

" Sir Thomas :Yiackcmie, High C'om­
mic,ioner for Xew Zealand, who pre,,ided, 
'aid that it S'.ecmcd strange that in the 
sale of produr? the New Zea,land dairy­
men got 17 cl. per lb. for butter, and the 
Irieh nearly double. The oYcrseas people 
'wre 'willin;c to sell at low prices if the 
cmJ>.unwr got the benefit, but were indis­
posed to see the profit going to those 
·who •.ere not consu1ncrs." 

Sir Thomas :\lackenzie \Yas adverse to food 
exploiter getting the profit. He was pre­
pared to take part in selling New Zealand 
butter at 17d. per lb., but he objected to the 
1nid-Hctna.n con1ing in. I-Ion. rnembers oppo­
,;it<', ,,-ha apprucd to be so solicitolls for 
the "·.,!fare of the farmer, ,,-ere prepared, in 
spite of the fact that butter ,,~as fetching 
the high?st price it ever fetched in the 
world' mnrket, to let the product go at 
146s. net at the factory. There seemed to 
be a gross absurdity about this. He wanted 
to know who wa' rr•tting the difference here 
bet'.n~ell 176,,., the cc.;t in London, and 22J,..;. 
th0r0. If hocl. mc>mbcrs opposite had the 
ihing of the price here and the handling of 
the butter through the factories, th0n the 
fannee ,..,·as 11ot getting· a fair deal. He, for 
one, wouH like to see the h,,Jxl!in;:: of the 
butter r·cycrt to the hands of the .State, 
whercb~~ th0 farmer >vould get a fa.ir dt'.ll, 
as tlwv rlid before. He 'vas full of the 
action 'cf hon. l11('n1bers opposite in endea­
vouring to mislead the public. They talked 
about hem. members on the Government side 
bPing prepared to take the product of the 
farmer for the benefit of the consumer. He 
had be0n faithful to his constituentr. a.nd 
had supported a. Government which was out 
in the interests of the people of Q.ue,m·oland 
to endeavour to give a fair de1l both 
to producer and consumer. Although the 

con:~1.uner v;;:u;; g-Ptting .a fair de d in r:- :~1rd to 
l>uttcr. the Jll'oducer was getting a. better 
price than PYer he djd, beeause of the 
elimination cf the unscrupulous cxpl01ter. 

He had a little to say about wheat. He 
hoard the hon. member for \Varwick chip­
ping in, "'\Yhat about the consum"r getting 
wheat too cheap?" It cost 10d. per bushel 
to transprwt '.,·hetct to the old country, and 
it fr•tchcd 10s. there, and only 5s. here. 
\Yhcat could be transported for about lOd . 
a bu;:;hel. 

},-r. CoR~SER: ~o; you are '\vrong; it is 
4s. 6d. 

:',Ir. CARTER: He wanted to know who 
was getting the difference. The fa;'mers 
., pre asking, through him, why the N~twnal­
i"-t Govcrnn1ent were not giving- a fa_1r deal. 
F:n•:1 in J\'cw Zealand they were grven 5s. 
lOrl. for the;,. wheat, while here they were 
;;ctting 5s. He understood that in the wheat­
nowing district. of tlw State the wheat 
cxploit0rs rdne,-d to have a pool formed, 
in o1·dcr th>tt the farmers mi~Iht get a better 
price for their wheat. They 

0

were in a pos_i­
tion to expl0it the farmers, and bought therr 
"-he ·et at under 5s. a bushel. 

:'\Ir. YOWLES: \Yhv did the Government 
r..ot mo 1 "~ in the rnatfcr? 

::1Ir. CARTER: The Premier and the Min­
ister for Agriculture offered them a pool to 
protect themseh~es. 

J:Ir. Bf.BBIXGTOX: I say "No." 
Mr. CARTER: Yes. The Minister for 

AgTicn!ture wenf so far as to circula1:ise .the 
·whe~1tgrowers of Qncensland about th1~ hn1a 
last vear. a:-:l;,:ing- them for an expression of 
opinion as to whether they were desirous of 
having a J1ool or not, and the hon. me~ber 
fnr \\' arwi< ''· the hon. member for Cunmng­
ham. anr1 the hon. member for Drayton took 
an acti vc part in preventing the farmers 
from joining in ~o make a wheat pool. 

:\Ir. BEBFI';GTOx: That IS a deliberate un­
truth. 

:Hr. GILLIES rose to a point of order. 
The hon. mPmbcr for Drayton said the stat~­
ment of the hon. member for Port Curb~ 
was a deliberate untruth, and he shoula 
withdraw the statement. 

The CHA TR::\L\N: I ask the hon. me~ber 
for Dra vton to withdra v,- the expresswn, 
" That is a deliberate untruth?" 

'\1r. BEB3I:o;GTOX: I withdraw it. but the 
hon. member--· 

Th·· Cl'L\IR:'.IAN: Order! Order! 
}Tr. C \RTER: The hon. member for 

Dray'on had spoken about wheat, and he 
•;ould c;uo+ · what that hon. memJ:er ,had 
· .. Tjtton to thP "Tnowoomba Chromcle of 
27th ::'\o1·emb<'l', 1916-

" ~Ir. ·w. Bobbing-ton, M.L.A., writes 
as follows :-:<ir,-The attached ~etter~ 
is "' rop:~ of letter from tlw Agricultural 
Department. re wheat pooJ (~"s already 
apn:ared in 'The Chromcle ). These 
arc onlv the principal conditions. Other 
mattPrs: I prccume, will be in the hands 
of th0. 1·epre,,entatiYes of the board con­
trolling the pool. 

"I con~ratulate 'The Chronicle,' :Mr. 
C. Rober~, 11nd thoee who have worke~ 
for that purpose. You can be s_ure 1t' 
has placed thousands of pou~ds m the 
wheatgrowers' pockets, even 1f' the pool 
is not formPd. The fact of farmer~ 
making a united effort has had a good: 
effect. 

Mr. Carter.] 
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" The wheat board will prcYent the 
grower being fleeced. either by the State 
or the miller. The bungle and losse · to 
dair:nnen were caused through having 
no rPpresentativc,; on a r:rices board. 

" In this State wheat pool, the credit 
of the State will be med to finance the 
farmer, his own wheat being the security. 
In the South, I believe, the Common­
wealth Bank and other banks have found 
the money. 

" The StLLte i•. required as a guarantor 
to secure the market at a fair price, and 
to -ccure th<' QueenBland market for 
Quennsland wheat. The banks making 
the arh·ances need this security." 

'That confirmed what he said. The hon. 
ncember for Drayton, who had the audacity 
to say that what he (:\fr. Car' er) !:lc.d ·-aid 
»as a deliberate unfruth. had bv his own 
pen confirmed \Yhat he had said. 

0 

Mr. BEBBIXGTOX : Did I go against the 
•wheat pool? 

Mr. CARTER: The hono member was one 
of those who could twist his c~nscience. be­
causP he knew that when it suited him he 
conld go to the penite:1t form and get abso­
]ut'on. The Government, with an ardent 
desire to ac'<ist the farmers. had held out 
this kind offer, and the farmers rbali"-ed their 
folly in listening to their tempters, because 
the'" hod sincR waited on the Premier and 
the' Minister for Agriculture, and again asked 
the Government to form n wheat pool, and 
to form a trust ior their butter. despite the 
f.tct that som<' of their alleged representa­
ti veo in this Chamber had nevt'r ceased to 
hurl the epithet of " robber" at the Minister 
for ~\gTiculture. If there as anything that 
,hould create distrust and disgnst in the 
minds of the electors, it should be the action 
of hon. members opposite when they were 
dealing with the excellent administration of 
the present Labour Government. 

'Hr. CORSER: H0 v,·ould like to correct 
s•T~c 1ni· '>(J,f0mPnt· of the hon. n1_-n1ber for 
P>rt Curtis. That ':wmbr r tried to det<~ivc 
the I-Ion20 and th~, f'ountrv bv ~t:ttLln~·nt;; 
with rcc;ard h the butt-'r 

0 

pu -ition of the 
fcrn1cr to-r1av. fie f'L'intccl f'l t en +hn other 
,idc rhc Dnr"- a;;d tloe Irish people could 
st ruro about 229s. per C'wt. 

:Vlr. C.\nTER: 'They are securing it. 

:VIr, COR SER: And he 'compl ti;,ccl tlL t 
tlL' L~ l'BL'l' _: of QnP<Jl~ 1alh __ ~ eou1c1 onlv recei-ve 
l.Sl· tLroqg~1 the Co1nn1o~\vt '":.l~h ~ Goyern~ 

::\lr. G-::LLr=s: That is th.-: exact po·.,ition. 

:ur. CORSER : Uc did not F that the 
,l'l1lf·l of OuLc::.l·,bnd v (le· resn0nsible for 

: "ha: jf was -;-~le dairyn1cn~ of Queen,_.-
t1lrrui!h thc:r ,;'"·,ociat.io~J>:,, that ar­

ra· ·cd th t- pr' _,: 'hd under the FcJeral 
cx1L'Cl the farmer of Quc-.•n,lnnd ha·d repre­
"~nt::·tiou c 1 the boa~xl; and that \Yhr>n the 
Q·1c· ,sbnd Labour Goye,·nmcnt h·,ndlecl the 
b1,ttor po··ition in Qu~:n Jnr~·J dnring the big­
r\,o·wht of 191: th0v had a bocncl here fo~· 
the fixation of p1·ic8. and •no farnH?rs' Tcpre~ 
sr-nLtivc ""' ollm•;cd on that board. Thov 
\Y0l'C rcfusPd r:·,lrPscntation on the boar.cf. 
Dmin<; the time the farmer was doing all 
he· c -.!Id to keep his cattle a!iYe, the report 
of the Queen-land Agricultural College in 
the '' A::rrirultural Journal" stated that the 
Gm·ernn1ent them~clves at the college were 
J•roducing butter at a cost of 2s. 6d. per lb.; 
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vet the G c:n·ernment of Qucemland ftxed a 
price of ls, 3d. per lb. to the farmers who 
had to struggle for themsch·es. 

:VIr. GrL~IES: 1s. 3c1. ? 

J\Ir. CORSER: h 3d. was about wlu.-t it 
worked out at. 

~Ir. GILLIES: Xo. 

:\Ir. CORSER: That was what it worked 
out at-practicallv one-half the price tha" it 
cc·,t the- farmers, to produce bmteL as "as 
pr'oYccl by the Agricultural Department's 
own '-tatcment in their own journaL \Yhat 
did the f arrncrs do for that 15ls.? ThPy 
pro .-id0d to the Imperial authcrities that 
butter for the, troops. It did not get into 
other pclple's hanclc-. There \1 as no 22~s. 
about it; it v. as a ·direct sale to the Impr wl 
G,n-<'rmnent fDr the troops, arranged by tho 
fnl'l11'TS of C:ueen,land. 

!.h, :HocmF.: ThF di·d not rob them of 
£1~.CCIO, either; you' can be sure of thd, 

~rr. CORSER : They robbed then1 of noth­
ir·;;. They ;.: ne them butter for the troops 
at a price which paiJ them. The farmers 
]lqd 1wen, ,rtisficd with the po-.ition cyer 
sinee the Com~:aonwcalth Go,~crnment took 
over the manao-ement and the fixation of 
price. T1te Qt~PcnslanJ dairyn1cn remcn1~ 
bercd the time when the Queensland Labour 
Go\ ern:11cnt handle,] the fixation of prices. 
The hon. mcmb:r did not tell th0m what he 
1 ad from. There was another stateme~l~· 
made In· the hon. member for Port CurtF 
thropgh' "I--Ian:,ard," to the countr;~. 

The CHAIR:'IIAK: o,,der! Order ! The 
hon mPnlbPr i~ not in ordt'l~ in r0ading a 
spe, ·G:l delivered during this sc:_,_;lon. 

]}h·. CORSER: He would not read ic_. but. 
he \'·ould quote from it, The ):>on. member 
state.rl tht!t the Labour party. smc" they got 
i11to po\YCr, inrrcasrd the prir~: to the farn1cr. 
HP s1id the aYerag.c price to June, 1916. was 
1>. 2~cL r~lfl he went ;m to say th~t ~he 
aYcr~·g>:> pncc of r!~r, un 1:'f'reas .. ~d to l::i. 42d. 
at th t tin1c. ~'_~._n intcrjccrion had con1e 
acr.J" the floor then as to \\'hat the hon. 
§.cn-;_l0n1an Ir ":'lnt. ard t 11e n1en1b1··r for .P~rt 
Curti~ ·-.tatc.~ that the farn1er was recmn.ng 
J..~. 4~r1. pt-r lb. for hi~ cre<~nl nndrr a I.abr:ur 
Adr,ini ~ration. (0FlO'ition laughter.) Tll~! 
was to lw f0u.nd on par·,' 371 of "Hancarc! 
(,T t~ti- c _._r. \Yhat h<: n1Ntnt "",Y~lc; thr> pnC'e 
c: bu 0x CTl 1n: that i~ "\vh.tt he was 
t"lkirg o.bouL (Op:oc ,jtion bughtrr_.) Xo 
f in Quc~n 1 nd. up tL·C tF he 

that stntt::-_-_Jent. h)·r1 •1 n1o~·c than 
c '1C'~b _jf f-~L nrl"'c ,,-hi. h ~tatcrl he ha cl. 
r0ccived "" 

J.lJ'. C\RT!~:: I say t~~at thcv rec~:lv0,l. L~. 
t;~ l. f'Y~: l-n1+tcr contf'_uh. E· ·_r:- onP ln1o,vs it 
Lf ·_ n _ the· butter cJnt 11+ 

~ u-, CORSER: The hon. member stated 
1 "nv t1wt hr- rneant- the bntter conJ;ents of a 
poun 1 of er~ 1n1. I-I~ vi~~s ju:-:t as 'nlCh ·v rong 
iu that as }:_2 \Va:J 1n hu fu;t statcn1ent. 

J'.lr. C,\RTER: I dicl not say so. 

l\h. CORSER: It W'os wry clear that the 
hon. ge'ltl.-man wc3 quite out of hi,, latitude. 
wh.-n he tried to tJk for the farmer. If 
the~ hon. ~cntL::-n1~n -,· ~1nterl t'l do something· 
for the farmer, he h'ld better U'<'t. on to lines 
he kne>Y '·omething aboL)t. \Yhcn he tried 
t·> tell the people~ of Qnecn,land that this 
J.al·~t--,U:i' G.JYcrnnH.::.nt had gi,,-en the fal'lner 
ls. 4~d. per lb. for their cream. he was telling 
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th('m so~nt_ thi1~g which the farmer~ \Yer0 not 
going to bcli .~Yt.). Th~ farn1ers were '-ati~fied 
with their condition to-day. 

He ,.,-i,hed to p10test ftgainst the regula­
tion of the ::\Iinister for Agriculture with 
regard to his tick-cleaning experiments. It 
c:nne pretty hard on th0 district that he was 
atL·c·'~ing at the present tin1e. 

~.Jr. Gn.I.lES : The Liberal party were re­
sponsible for the ticks and the prickly-pear. 

Mr. CORSER: They were not responsible 
for those things; and they were not respon­
sible, either, for the regulations which the 
Minister had drawn up to compel people who 
were dairying in settled districts to dip or 
spray their ea ttlc every three weeks during 
the summer which was before them. Those 
districts that had gone through their trouble, 
and had lost the ticks and had a natural 
immunity, should be given consideration. 
Before the Minister touched those things he 
should taku into consideration the view of 
all practical men; not only those who lived 
out of those tick district.§, but those who 
lived in the tick districts; so that he would 
sec that he was not doing an injustice to 
them. 

Mr. FORDE (Rockhampton): He deJired 
to touch briefly on a subject to which he 
referr~d when speaking on the Educational 
Estimates, and that was the protection of 
their native birds. It was a matter of much 
greater importance to Queensland than was 
generally conceded. and he was pleased to 
see that the present Minister for Agricul­
ture had manifested a li velv interest in the 
protection of our native 'bird,.. But he 
re-gretted that the Act, as it was now ad­
ministered. was not of as much use as it 
might be 'if it were more rigidly enforced. 
Thev must all admit that there had been 
great a pc :·h:.· with regard to the protection 
of those bLautiful birds which thev had in 
QueNlslrmd. One had only to go· to some 
of the swa1nps~or, in fact, any"-here in the 
bu~-h-to find boYs betw0en the a,c,c,;; of four­
tPl'D and :"C'Y- ·nt(~pn wantonly shOoting son1e 

of onr mC'ct beautiful birds. The department 
should have impectors to check that ·ort of 
thing. He unrl.entood that the apathy to a 
very ~re ·t "''tent was dtw to the fact that 
under the present Act there was no pro­
vision for any appropriation for the appoint­
ment of inspectors to sec that the Act was 
observed. He had no donbt that the Min­
ister would look into the matter and do 
something to remedy it, because he had 
proved himse If to be a most progressive 
and sympathetic Minister. He had consulted. 
ornithologists on the que••tion, and he was 
ascured that while this State had a good 
Birds Protection Act there was still a good 
deal of dPstruction going on. He had seen 
it himself, and they must all have seen it, 
<wcrywhere; one would have to be blind to 
miss it. The Secretary for Agriculture, in 
reply to a question he had put to him a few 
days ago, informed him that _there wer~ 
££tv-two Crown land areas and mneteen pri­
vately-owned areas proclaimed as sanctuaries 
fot native birds. That latter number should 
be vastlv increased. If landowners gener­
allv wcr:c clear-sighted enough to apply to 
the department for the reservation of their 
properties, that could easily be done, and 
they would be doing a beneficial act for 
Queensland. In regard to Crown lands the 
area reserved was pleasingly large, but from 
what h0 could gather very much of the good 

effect was lost bv the indifference of the 
department in the- matt0r of placing notices 
on the reserves. The amending Act of 1884, 
in. giv!ng thP Governor in Oouncil_powe_r to 
proclaim are~.s as reservf"'· for native bn·ds, 
required that there should be set _up at. in­
tervals of not more than half a mrlc notrce;t 
clearly stating the puq:ose and area of the 
reservation. Those notrcPs were not to be 
found on many Government reserYf'' at. the 
present ti1ne; and, poss~bly, many pnvate 
ones, too, had not got them. He had ~Yer 
seen them and he had been about a good 
deal. Cla~1se 2 of the Native Birds Protec­
tion Act reads-

" There shall be s?t up at convenient 
and conspicuous places on the boundaries 
of l:.verv such re-serv(' not more than 
half a n:rile apart, noti~es legibly written 
or printed, stating that t.he .res~rve. has 
been so proclaimed. and mdicatrng m a 
concise manner the extent of the reserve."· 

That clause had not been put into effect as 
it should have been. He hoped that th_e· 
interest m ani f<:"ted bv the Minister for Agri­
culture in all sugg.<:sted improvement~ in 
his dep: •. rtmcnt would be long sustarr:ed, 
and t bat he: would take the suggestiOns 
nov.~ made to hirn into consideration. He 
knew quite well tha: after so many. years of 
Liberal Ad ministration he had qm"te a lot 
of improver.wn'c to make. He did not 
reprimrmd him for not having cleaned every­
thing up. Tlw:· knew that he had done a 
good deal; nnd he was pleased to hear hon. 
members opposite admit that that afternoon. 
He hoped th<>t would be one of the next 
improvements that he :-vould make. He 
recognised that it 'Y>lS difficult to have the 
Aci proper!:· :cdministered when there was 
no pm,·er to prr:v inspectors and other officers 
to admini•Jtf'r it. but he thought much good 
could be done by appointing hoJ?-orary in­
spectors. He wo~ld urge that It be put 
under some dcfmite control m the depart­
ment. In e.-ery part of the world there was 
a distinct department or sub~epartment 
in charge of uativ0 birds; but m Queens­
land, hP r••,-retted to say, that was no~ so. 
A g:,cot dnl of vood could be done. nght­
awaY bv prohibiting boys under eighteen 
frorr'! using pea ri~es. :\1ost ~or:. members 
knew how irresponsible the maJority of boy" 
were under that age. 

One thing that would have to be pre­
vented was the trade in birds' eggs._ Thev 
found that the eggs of some of then mort; 
blautiful and Yaluable birds were being- sold 

as ornaments. 'fhat was a shame, 
[5.30 p.m.] because all these bird~ were ren-

dering a g-reat service to the 
State, and would, by the Government allow­
ing such a practice to continue, be greatly 
reduced in numbers. Pernaps it would be 
only after they had had the same bi_tt~r 
experience as other countries, after all then· 
valuable birds had been destroyed, t.hat they 
would realise their great value. He would 
suggest to the Minister that he secure the 
services of an honorary ornithologist. Later 
he could be paid and instruct the children 
of their schools regarding the nature of the 
birds and their services to the countrv. 
Everv State in America had a profession-al 
ornithologist attached to the Agricultural 
Department to give advice on those matters. 
He knew that the Minister was greatly ham­
pered for want of funds, but in the mean­
time he might make some improvement, and 
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after" ardo adopt the practice of the Ameri­
ca Stat, '. lie could -without difficu~ty g0t 
son1e g-entlern> n to give their serYices in 
au honorary capacity in the n1eantime, 
.and later on ernploy a uu1n p0nnancntly. 
He noticed that =-.rr. Colclough, of the 
Queensland :Museum, had been lent to 
Dr Harve·· J ohnston for two years to 
ass.isG in '"'rtscarch tvork in connection 
with ticks, and his d"rarture left the 
Mm.~um without an ornithologist. It was 
r.:gt'cttable that they were so short of pro­
f, 'ional m('ll as to lc"vc such a place a>o the 
Queensland JVIuseum without an ornithologist. 
He· wanted to giw~ hon. members an eloquent 
instance bearing on the neces.· ity to have such 
an officer in the department in Brisbane. 
During the last few da:. -, he mH:lcrsto?d, 
there had been on Yiew at the Belle \• ue 
Hotel a display of the feathers of some of 
their be:1ntiful wild hi rds made up in the 
form oi flowers, and, from what he \',as told, 
their Governor and sever.c l of their 'Minis­
ters had vicited the display. They had been 
very plea-ed with it, and said that it was 
very beautiful-that it w,,s all that could b, 
dt:slred from an artistic vie\vpoint ; but 
he reoTEtted to hear, on the authority of 
two birdmen who inspected the exhibition, 
that much of its effect was secured only 
by the sacrifice of the lives of many of 
Queensland's best biPcb-bird' which "~ere 
D'resumed to enjoy the protection of the law. 
He understood that those feather flowers 
had been placed with a big city firm, which 
was to act as the agent for the owner. who 
proposed to carry on an industry. He 
trusted, however, that the Government would 
secure advice and act firmly and quickly 
in putting a stop to the t,.affic, became it· 
would be a serious menace to Queensland 
of thev did not take a firm stand at once~ 
Those "beautiful creatures were doing a great 
work in protecting their sheep, cattle, and 
veo-etation from the insect pests of the State. 
o;e had only to go through sheep or cattle 
runs to seG the work that was being done by 
manv of the birds so carelessly destroyed b~· 
irresponsibk people. Such an industr,, as the 
manufadure of fancy hatpins all(] hairpim 
for society ladieo at the expense of the ltves 
of the beautiful natiw: bir~ds of Queensland 
·was not bv anv means a. neC'cssitv, and if 
tho'' feathers "on vi0w at the Belle Vue 
Hotel were to be made into ''llch articles 
for the adornment of hatpin> and othPr he. d, 
gc; r for son1e of their- .::ociety ladi('S, an<~ 
an industry be all01,·ed to develop on tho- e 
Iincs. it would be a di>t!'race to the Gm·ern­
ment of r;>ueensland. Such ladies ,110nld not 
bf al1o,--ed to \'P'ar bc.1utiful hcr:_dg-car a: 
th< expense of Queensland's nativf; birds, 
the loss of which would in time mean the 
loss of all veget tion. People did not realise 
the great b-"ncfit such birds 1:•ere in dcstro:·­
in;; insects, which in time vcould dc·'tro:· 
alf vcg0tation if it w0re not that thci" 
rn vagrJ \VQrO stoppt, 1 by their birds. He 
8)1,>calcd to thB !finister for Agric!llture not 
t,, ~ r ~c.t content ,,-ith the ,,,ere procln.rr~ation 
o[ ; o,nctnarics for bird· . but to place the 
_\et nndn proper superYision, and try in 
c~ cry way to :~afu~uard thc•.e natural police. 
Ld them loa.rn from the experience of other 
countries, which had awakened too latD to 
the extraordinarv Y: luc of tlwir birds; had 
awakened to find that the countr'l' was being 
overrun with insects; that ~heep, for in­
stance, were being destroyed by insect lifE', 
whereas they would have been protected i£ 
native birds had themselves been protected 
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fro ~ de·.trurtion-fronl irrc,pon~ible people 
\Yh~ \YC:'rC ilftPr 11l0a.;;_.ure and thE' alnjghty 
dollar all the titue, and hacl 110t the interc:>ts 
of theic· country at !wart. 

\Ylwn speaking on the ;Firwncial State­
ment he said he wa.; most mtere•,ted m the 
cotton indn.try, and hoped that .U!rder the 
s: mpathetic guidance of the 1Imrster for 
\gr icul ture the farm er~ of ~ne ensland would 
~~ke up the matter 111 a proper I~l~l~n;~r. 
He was pleased to know that the 1Imlscer 
,v,:.s encouraging thern in every 1vay he P?S .. 
siLlv could. The history of the cotton lll­
dustr · was as old as Australia, and in view 
of th'e past re",'er~r~ its progrE,ss nn1-t neces­
, uilv bo -low. _;,_-.. he had dealt very fully 
1Yith" the r·arl;~ gro~,, th of the indc~stry in 
Qm ""'"land whilst speaking on the Fmanc1al 
s1 ... ten·ccnt. he diJ not propose to travcFse 
the same· ground now, but he would Jrke 
farmers to under·tand that cotton could be 
gro' n in near!:-- all pa,·ts of the .State, 
and that it could be grown anywhere m the 
Central district, particularly between Bar­
ut!dine , nd Rockhampton; that at one 
tiale the product equalled 2.600,000 lb. for a 
scawn. "~hcreas the total quantity of cotton 
Teceivcd for ginning for the present season 
amounte<l to onlv 118,000 lb., although there 
u~ver wa> a greater demand for cotton than 
at the precent tirrce. It was regrettable that 
the apathv of the Queensland farmers. and 
to some e"xtent the lack of sympathetic ad­
ministration by past ::\Iinisters, h":d been 
responsible' for allowing the cotton mdustry 
to go back. whereas it should have grown. 
America producpd two-thirds of the cothm 
i11 the world. \Yhv should not Austraha. 
particularlv Queensland, emulate America? 
He found" that the price per lb. of seed 
cotton a":arded to the growers was 3.58d .. a 
little over le! more than was realised for 
last season's (:otton. On that basis the net 
returns had bf'en from £7 to as high as £24 
net per acre. An area of 8 acres in the 
Central district realised £153 17s .. at Forest 
Hill 3 acre, gave £63 14s. lOd .. and 3 acres 
in the Burnett dietrict £73 lL. Sd. 

~,fr. BE3BIXGTOX: How much does it cost 
to pir~;: it? 

c',~r. FORDE : The cost of picking was ,-cry 
<'.naiL being abont Hd. per lb. whf'n picked 
b .. adnlt male labour. and if a machine nm,­
i~J prccP"·) of constrl1ction can1e on to tho 
market --hortl; -;,s he hoped it would-the 
labour problem ·con!d be so!Ycd for all time. 
He fonncl. too, that one grower averred that 
2 acres oi cotton received no tillage after 
soring, and his cheque for tint neglected 
crop '-·as £10 l?s. lOd. A satisfactory £ea­
hue \Yas that scarcely any gro-,vers com­
pl.inec! of the cost or absence of la.bour. 
S0••cral planter had stated that 100 lb. of 
fibre could eac.ilv be ('"athered in a dav. 
On that basic. a .juycnile picker could earn 
for the family treasnr'· £1 5s. a day over 
t!.c cost of growin0' the fibre; hcnf'c c a 
family occupation the croD 'had no peer. 
flver 118.0(') lb. of fibre passed through the 
.;rinncry durin~~ the prc sent season, as ago inst 
30.000 lb. for the 1916 season, which illdi­
c~terl that thE' industr~· was coming into its 
own at last. As a factor in the repatria­
tion of soldiers. particularly if success could 
be- obtaim-cl with the mcelwnica! cotton­
picker now being constructed, he thought 
the cotton inclnstrv would be of great ad­
vantage to Queensland. The war councils 
and the repatriation councils should examine 
the merits of the cotton industry, and then 
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h" felt it would receive preference to other 
industric., which the'; were endeavouring 
to make rctarned s cldi c;·s take up. Thoro 
\Yould be no difficulty in finding a market. 
\Vhen the home consumption was fully sup­
plied. the mrph,, could be exported to Liver­
pool, or handled in the same manne1· as its 
all:·. v:ool. Cotton was olle of the eaciec.t 
nops to grow and harvest. It could be 
g-'-·own in conjunction ·with other induRtries, 
such as 'vheatgrowing and ~hcepraising to 
the we~t of the range. and with sugar, 
n1 tize. flax. liD t~cd. and fruits nearer the 
<>oast. Probably it dovf'tailed in \Yith sheep 
a.; >;·ell •s an:<· other industrv. He n·:ig-ht 
\Yell quote an in~L~nv:. The fi'bre grevv Y8rv 
,;ell in the c .. pella district some years ago, 
and aftpr a dry spell of about twelve months. 
when all the grass had entirely disappeared. 
~he ~armer who had g-rown the crop turned 
1•1 h1s sheep. who fed on the green foliage. 
Xot only did he have his sheep next year, 
but 11<e also had a good cotton crop, and 
the farmers of that district follo\C·ed his 
c ,ample. and it proved admirable .fodder 
for their sheep. _:Farmers throughout Qtwens­
land should r0all.-e that. It rested with the 
fsrmers to make cotton the third, if not 
the second, of their primarv and secondarv 
indu~trics, ancl it \vas to b8 borne in ntind 
·that production was the factor that would 
l;quidatr the war d••bt so far as Australia 
.,,-a,, concd'necl, and he sincerely hoped that 
they would not be lacking in that respect, 
but that they would taki' up the matt·•r with 
·that enthusiasm which had characterised the 
self-sacrificing pioneer farmers of the State 
for the last hventy-five years. 

Mr. BARXES (1T'aru•ick): He noticed that 
th0 vote >vas about the same as it was last 
year. although there was a reduction of 
,, bout £1.400 spread over the whole denart­
ment. Ther? w_as evidenc:e that the depart­
iiWnt -..vas aln~e 1n son10 directions. One 1-vas 
that rBfcrrcd to by the hon. rr:ember for 
Roekhan1pton-in connf'ction with cotton. 
But. hilst cotton might pay to-day. and 
poss1bh· for a few :n·ar .. it WJ.S verv doubt­
fnl. un!c:";::. the,:.· could arrive at sorn.e DlPRns 

,,f h .. r:e•"i1.,. tlw crop. whether it,- "S likeh 
t' be • payablc crop in Australi• unde'r 
Hocir nati•. c conditions. It was fairlv costlv 
to h~rvest. Y0ays ac:oit was grown prctt~ weil 
n11 over the \\est :\1 oreton. and the C:hair­
i~an mi·rht rem<'mlwr that the Snread­
horough" in the Ros0nth ·· l Valkv i'n the 
W ·.rwick cli~t·'~t. a]c:) o:rew it. Bt;t it be­
C'8ll1C n. non-pa:-~A.b]e crop. and no par7y \Vas 
rc,pomible for thf' downfall of the industrv. 

He noticed in the report that a poultJ:v 
exp0rt had heen nppoin+-pd_: r Ye-rv v:i','e 
departure. For 5ome vears thev were with­
out onf', nnd he H·'i11:<':;t th0 dPDartn1cnt \YaB 

-:;howjn~:r 1.visdom in p·,~~ing attelltion to \vhat 
,< 01~ld be 1;nade a gTcat indnstrv. The report 
wh:ch haa b: en prc cnted bv the department 
\VfS <-c very fine one ind0cd, 'and, as hrd bee;_,_ 
p~inted out by the hon. membr1· for Drav­
ton. it wa' gr _cerl by the honour board of 
tbe department. H0 _did .not know anything 
that wa' so en9onragmg m these days when 
they were heanng so much about recruiting, 
and one thing and another, n to find that 
in a small department like the Department 
of Agriculture, because the total expendi­
tnre in that departn-·ent >vas onlv some 
£70.000 odd, no less than sevenh -three men 
had offererl th<:'ir services to their countrv. 
Yesterday theY we1·e discussing the Education 
Department, and found that some 348 m'en 
from that department had given their 

services in the same righteous cause. He 
thought the department should be congratu­
lated on that fact. The report in itself was 
extremely fulL He had just one objection 
to make in rcc;ard to it. If they took ;~·h< at, 
for mstance. they would find it referred to 
in no less than thre·' nlac ·s apart frcm tlw 
ta lJ]0q,, It WCJllld be Wl" lllL!Ch bettE'r if 
"-heet wPre dealt with under one head. Some 
vny SPY. re strietur0e had been paned that 
afternoon rt'f;arding wheat bv the hon. 
member for Port Cm·tis. " 

]\lr. COLLTC'o:S : I thought you were going 
to say the hon. member for Dra"ton. 

r.Ir. BAR::--.JES: H•. >Yas cont;nt to leave 
the hon. member for Drayton to the hon. 
nw11ber for Bowen. (Laughter.) He (:c\ir. 
Barnes) , .. ,_mld deal with the hon. mromber for 
Port Curbs. 

11r. CmTER: You will not make any war 
profits out of me. 

Mr. BAR?\ES: Verv likdv anvthin"' he 
might say would be ,:en- considei·ablv

0 

dis­
c~untcd, and, th•·r.efore, regarding the pooling 
o. wheat. on wh10h very strong expressions 
were. made by the hon. member for Port 
Curbs, he preferred to relv upon the report 
presented. On page 4 the ]:eport stated-and 
the report was perfectlv true from be"'inning 
to end regarding wbea't matters- o 

" '!'he large harveet and the varying 
quahty of the .:rrain received. ov, ing to 
the heavy rains at or near the time of 
maturity, in conjunction with the -.vhPat 
pool established in the Southern States 
has placed the wheatgrowers in an unen­
viable po;;ition this year. The mills were 
able to generally buy only a portion of 
the first qualit:<' for flour purposes, and 
made up the balance of their require­
ments by purchases from the South. But 
there was a large quantitv remaining 
that could have been used for other pur­
poses, and the exporter was confronted bv 
the wheat pool regulations which re­
quired a permit from the 'state board 
interested before a consignment could be 
sent to that State." 

That was referring to wheat and the qualitv 
produced. He found latee on in the renort 
the following:- ' 

"Excluding the \Yarwick-Killarnev­
Allora-Pittsworth district, which covei·s 
two-thirds 0f the wbr 1t area of the 
Doww, and where the growers were 
E.LIJ ha tic in their opposition to a wheat 
pool for the 1916 crop. the replies to the 
inquiries m Ftde a o to the opinions of the 
so;rowcrs llDOn the question numbered 
fort:·-two.'' 

Hon. members wonld notice that in the criti­
cism that bad L< en made. the members for 
Cunningh>tm and Dravton and he had been 
accnwd of being onposecl to the formation 
of a whr ctt pool. In tile report they had 
the direct statement made hv their own 
department, and he took it the 'ban. member 
for Port Cnrtis would accept it as correct 
and acknowledge that he was completely 
in error in coming to the conclnsion he did. 
He (:Vfr. Barnes) had qnoted the statement 
mr.de in the report. which stated that in the 
districts where two-third~ of the wheat was 
grown in Queensland the growers were not 
in favour of a wheat pool. The report went 
on-

" of which twenb--two branch unions 
or associations were in favour of a pool, 
seven gave an undecided reply, eight 

Mr. Barnes.] 
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were in favour of an open market or 
were opposed to a pool, and five gave 
no definite answer. Thus, twenty-two 
associations out of the whole wheat· 
growing area of the Downs were in 
favour, and the whole, with the remaining 
twenty-two indefinite or decisive objec­
tions added, represented but about one­
third of the whole, and several of these, 
as the correspondence shows, did not 
take the interest they should have done." 

There t.hev had a full explanation as to why 
no wheat pool was formed in Queensland. If 
hon. rr·embcrs turned to page 18 of the report, 
they would find a further reference to that 
matter under the heading of "\Vhe<>t "-

" For many years past, Queensland 
upon, the aver.1ge for a de< ade has come 
next to Tasmania, and for the decade 
just concluded it has been beaten by 
Victoria by r, few points only, the figure~ 
for the three States being : Tasmania 
20.77 bu,hels, Victoria 11.67 bu:chels, 
Queensland 11.43 bushels, and the reduc­
tion is to h> accounted for by the 
disasters of 1915, when all the other 
States succeeded in gathc>ring in good 
returns to the acre. but tl:is State had to 
be content with a t1arw~t of 4.42 bushels 
to the acre, the lowest return for ten 
years. 

'·The harv0,,t of 1916-viz., 2,048,703 
buohel'-·" as the highest ever gained, but 
as explained elsf where in this report, 
the grain "\Yon ··.;va by no InLans f:,ltis~.ac­
tory. \Yhat could be clarsed as pnme 
wheat was of excellent quality, but owing 
to heavy rains at a ~,·itical time, much 
of it ,.-as '·poiled in qu,dity. The return 
on th" whole. onlY muounted to 10.81 
btbhels to the acre, instea.d of at kast 
appro.1ohing th8 retu~n of 1912, when 
15.81 bushels to the acre were rccovercJ." 

The whole o£ that was so exceedingly interest­
ing and explanatory that he thought it 
should go forward to Queensland as a 
correct statement of the ex:wt position of 
wheatgrO\ving in Queensland. wheat pool 
matters. and the wheat situation generally. 
Then, on p. ge 74, in th~ third place, e.ey 
had the following:-

"THE ·\V HEAT SrTt:ATJO~. 

"The ,,·hole question of production is 
so intim".telv associated with weather 
conditions tl!at it is to be viewed b·om 
this aspect. 

''Last year's returns for all kinds of 
agricultural produce were adversely 
affectc'<l by the drought, and it is patent 
that <tll enforced period of fallow of this 
character, followed as it was by continu­
ous rains after the break-up of the 
drought, w::ts responsible for the extra­
ordinary growth and development of the 
1916 wheat crop--a circumstance which 
subsequentlv ooused unprecedented 
dama!'e th1~ough rust and crop-lodgment. 
Up till early in October last year, pros­
pects were of t.he brightest. A record 
area-227, 778 acres-had been put under 
crop, yielding 2,463,181 bushels (10.81 
bushels per acre), and it looked as if the 
effort made by wheatgrowers to raise 
sufficient breadstuff to meet the State's 
requirements would be accomplished. 
Continuous rains, however, were experi­
enced, and the harvest proved the wettest 

[Mr. Barnes .. 

on rer0rcl, rE 'nlting in n1uch inconvcnienc£;, 
ancT loss. The quality of Queens!and­
grown gr:dn hos hHherto left very litt]e 
to be desired: this s('e.son "s. howoyer, '.vas 
irregular~ the amount of \VL atbered and 
pinched grain proYecl out of al1 pro­
portion to that of sound, prime qua[ity. 

"The po'Oition which !h" Queensland. 
wheatg·rower iound himself placed in 
after han·est proved an anomalous one. 
Effort, to establish a State wheat [loo! 
were obortive through lack of unanimity. 
Ko difficultv seems to have been experi­
enced in disposing of pri1ne \Yheat to 
millers, but the sale of 'weathered' or 
slightly mferior lines at anything like a 
satisfactorv valuation to the vendors 
seen1ed ou~t o£ the question." 

He was quoting at: length from the several 
pages of ;.he report, because it cleared up 
the 1vhole matter, and was <1 perfect answer 
to anything which might bave been sotid 
bv hon. membe,·s on the opposi•e side as re­
g[uds the attitude of miller' on the cme 
hand, and the question oi a wheat pool. It 
dealt also with the ,difficulties experienced 
on account of the quality of the grain Tbere 
was 1nother os]W"t -.. hich should b<e con­
sidr:rcd in connection 'vith "\.YhHltgrowing, or 
rather the !·esult of the last thre0 years in 
particular. IIc \vanted to say that in~ Queens­
land rhe ]Jl'ic·' :·ealised for ,~heat had bc·en 
in <'XCC"· of >vhat had been paid Plsewhcre. 
In 1914.-15. in Xcw S<mth \Yales, 5'. >Yas 
paid for ·-'heat, whilst !he aver. rre price paid 
in Qucen,~lanC!~he "\VD;, sperJring of his O\Vn 

fir~n's d0a1ings in \Var\Yi{'k-th8 aver. :-re 
price paid for thar. periqd. de!i\·er,,d at the 
mills. w: Ss. ll.d per bushel. Fo1· the 
sea'·011 1915-1.6 tlw price paid f·Jr >vlwat de­
liYered at th mill as 4··. 9d., and the price 
!'cceind in Xe\\" South \Vales >vas m de up 
bY a fiJ>,t .._ tlvancc of 2s. 6 7., a second a,_:yan('e 
of ls., <t. third arlv.mce of 6d., and a fonrth 
ach-ance of a further 6cl., totalling altocrether· 
4s. 6cl.. but from that a de-duction .)f 7cl. per· 
hushPl as made b.c the whe<tt l10ard. bring­
incr the nrtual price r<>ceiYed by the Xew 
South ·wales wheat!l'rower for hi" 1915-16 crop 
to 3·,. llcl. per bushel a against 4s. 9d. paid 
by the Qlleeuland millm·. 

The hell indicded that nortion of th0. hon. 
1nen1b0!''g time had exnir1;d. 

Mr. BAR::'-IES (continuing) said he knew. 
of course, the quantity was E:xcee-dingly sma!I, 
hut that did not alter the point that Queens­
lend gro·yers p:ot a better price than the· 
Xew South \Vales farmers were able to get. 
Lest ,,eacon the position was that the average· 
cost price for milling wheat, calculated on a 
4s. 5.d. brsis, ·., ith a decidely falling quality, 
v.·as 4s. 3~d. per bushel. That had been the 
experience of his company. and he b<'lieved' 
it was tht> experience of the Warwick Far­
!nc··rs' }filling Company, and consequently 
the general experience throughout Queens­
hnd. Xc,, .. South Wales so far had ma,de 
two pavments, one of 2s. 6d. ftnd another of 
6d. All that the wheatgrowers of New South 
\Vales had recPived. and probably right 
through the other States. up to the present 
time. amounted to 3s., and hon. members 
who had ha·d long dealings with the farmer­
would know that the farmer woul·d infinitely 
prefer a certain value of 4s. 3£d. for his 
wheat as against receiving by instalm€'nts up 
to the prespnt the sum of 3s. ner bushd. The 
hon. member for Port Curtis had made· 
certain statements with regard to the price 
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of wheat in Queensland as compared with the 
price in London and as to the 

[7 p.m.] cost of shipping, which he stated 
was 10d. per bushel. He (~r. 

Barnf's) believed that the cost of conveying 
wheat to Great Britain just now, if thev 
could get it conveyed at all, was somewhere 
about 4s. a bushel. In <~>ddition to that, 
the hon. member should be again reminded 
of the advice given by the Secretary for 
Agriculture, that on account of the very 
big crops still available in the South the 
growth of wheat to any extent was not 
advisable. He thought that in giving such 
advice the Secretary for Agriculture was 
committing a big error, because they were 
yet a long way from supplying their own 
requirementc. On Monday he had returned 
from the di•-tricts of Yangan, Killarney, and 
Warwick, and he was glad to say that if the 
pr0sent weatlwr continued there was a 
prospect of a good yield of wheat. Since 
he left home he had received confirmatory 
news regarding the good prospects of the 
coming wheat crop. 

The hon. member for Port Ourtis had 
challenge .1 proof with regard to other 
matter. H.e did not like repeating evidence 
which had been given in other days, but he 
would just repeat what he had said in the 
House regarding the disability which the 
farmers of Queensland suffered in conse­
quenc" of price fixing by the pn•cent Go­
vernment. The following table covered the 
PNiod from the 7th July, 1915, to the 11th 
:May. 1916, and showed the prices which 
ruled for butter in Brisbane and Mel­
bourne:-

" I i ~ ~ ~ g l_~_· ___ ::: _____ j U!iE I '"c o :ox""o I 

~~-~ ____ I :~~ ;~;; I 

"'""' ... "' I 
~ ~~~~ 

Allowing for the one period in which Queens­
land had the advantage, the average differ­
ence given amounted to no less a sum than· 
£13 18s. 4d. per ton, and the quantit: of butter 
pro·duccd in Queensland during that period 
was 10,688 tons 4 cwt. 1 qr. 15 lb., to give 
the exact figures supplied to him by the 
department. The loss, therefore, to the 
dairymen of Queensland during that price­
fixing period at £13 18s. 4d. a ton amounted 

1917-lOA 

to £148,716 11~. That was how the Queens· 
land dai1·ymen suffered in consequence of the 
price-fixing by the Department of Agricul­
ture during the period he had named. But 
that by no means covered the loss which was 
· ustained by the dairymen in Queensland. 
The hon. member for Port Ourtis referred to 
some £30,000 as having been distributed. 
That simply meant that the butter was 
acquired at £30,000 under its market value, 
and if all the butter in Queensland had been 
s0ld at its market value there would have 
been a very much greater sum than £30,000 
Ior -distribution amongst them. Altogether. 
the sum lost as the result of the dairymen 
of Queensland not being able to realise the· 
full value of their product must have run 
into pretty well £250.000. He believed 
there would be no difficulty in proving 
that sbtement. When members like the 
hon. member for Port Curtis challenged 
the Opposition side of the House to• 
produce evidcn0e contrary to the statement& 
he was making, it was as well that one who 
was fortified with facts such as he had given, 
and was able to produce them beyond any 
question, should settle once and for all a 
roEtrovcr:;_ of this kind. In any case, the 
<'!airymen of Queenslan~ were alive to the 
extreme loss they had liad to suffer in con­
~··quence of price fixing by the present 
Government. 

Mr. GUN?~ (Carnarvon): He did not know 
that the time had not come when this big 
Department of Agriculture and Stock should 
not be divided into two branches. Most of 
their wealth came from grazing, which was 
almost worthy of a branch of its own, 
and so was agriculture, which was increasing 
every day. That portion of the department 
which co'lcerned his district was in connec­
tion with the fruit industry. The fruit 
industry had been flourishing in the Stan­
thorpe district for a long time, ·and he knew 

. the department was sympathetic towards the 
fruitgrowers, but he was rather afraid that 
they had lately been inducing too many men 
to go in for fruitgrowing, particularly the 
returnerl soldiers at Beerburrum and Pike­
dale. They had only got Australia for .a 
market. They could not export too much in 
the form of jam. It was necessary to con­
sider the question well before they urged 
people to go in for further fruitgrowing, at 
any rate, until the war was over. It would 
be better to let the present fruitgrowers, who 
had borne the heat and burden of the day, 
make a living price for their fruit than to 
put a lot more into t,b.e industry and let them 
be starved. Then there was the question of 
the cases to pack the fruit in. He had had 
several interviews with the Minister and the 
Under Secrtary on the subject. There was 
no doubt a great waste going on in connec­
tion with fruit cases. In districts proclaimed 
under the Act they were not allowed to use 
cases .a second time ; new cases had to be> 
used every time, and consequently there was 
.a great destruction of timber going on, as 
the cases were only used for firewood after­
wards. If they WE>re properly fumigated and 
etrcamcd thev could be used a second time. 
The departillent wns sympathetic, and he 
had no fault. to find with them, but he hoped 
some method would be devised by which the 
cases would be able to be used a second time. 
\Vhe.n the war was over he did not see why 
thPy should not have perforated iron collap­
sible cases that could be used over and over 
again, and be disinfected by fire and boiling 

Mr. Gv:nn.] 
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water, which would result in .a great saving 
to fruitgrowers and prevent the denudation 
of the forests for some years longer. 

Then, at the ot:1er end of his district, 
grazing was another industry, which was 
subject to pests, and the great pest for many 
years had been the olc.wfly, which had become 
a very serious menac~ l·o Queensland. There 
were flocks now infe<Jted so much with the 
blowfly that the own•J~·s were getting rid of 
their :;~cep and gomg in for, cattle. '_\he 
sheep tound no end o!: work .• There was 
always somebody doing something in connec­
tion with the sheep \>hich grew the wool; 
first of all, there was the shepliel'd and 
boundary rider, then the shearer and the 
carrier and the wharf lump er; somebody 
was always getting something from the 
breeding of the sheep. Cattle were grown 
without any ?Teat labour, and when they 
were slaughtered •.hLy did not give much 
lnbour. He thought it would be better for 
Queen,land to go in more for sheep than for 
cattle, from a labour point of view. \Vhen 
the present Government was in opposition it 
was always saying that the Liberal Gove~n­
ment thoLlght more of animals than of human 
beings. When they got into power they 
nationalised the i.rfdustry that required the 
leaet labour of any in Australia. If they 
wanted to nationalise an industry of some 
value to Australia, it would be far better to 
go in fDr sheep instead of cattle. 

The SECRETARY l'OR PUBLIC LANDS : I am 
quite sure they won't go in for sheep. 

Mr. GUNN: He bo>Jed they would go in 
for sheep, not that he thought they were 
going to make a fortune at it; far from it. 
He did not believe in nationalising anything. 
If they went in for it, they would find 
out the trials and troubles which the sheep 
man had to put up with. He noticed, on 
page 5 of the report, some remarks about the 
experiment in respect to the blowfly. Some 
traps had been used with good effect to 
oatch blowflies. The report stated-

" The three mentioned traps did not 
cover the whole of the experiments. A 
proof of its work is to be found in a 
catch of a fortnight, which is estimated, 
on the reliable authorit-v of the assistant 
entomologist, to be 64,000 flies." 

He did not know how thov counted the flies. 
He thought that in a fo;tnight they would 
be able to catch more than 64.000. In con­
nection with that he would like to point 
out that one of the best methods to fight all 
those pests was to try and preserve the 
balance of nature which was in existence 
when this continent was handed over to the 
white race. One of the principal things which 
would help to keep down the blowfly would 
be the birds. He thought a few old crows 
woul<;l catch as many as 64,000 blowflies in a 
fortmght. They should try to keep their 
birds from being destroyed. 

The S!'CP.ETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: I thought 
those fl!Cs were counted by the millions, not 
thousands. 

Mr. GUNN: He thought so too; but he 
was only going by their own entomologist 
who said that in a. fortnight they caught 
64,000; and it seemed to him a very poor 
catch. There was no doubt that their birds 
killed the blowflies. It was in South Africa 
he thought that there were certain birds that 
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got on the animal and took off the cattle­
tick with which they had so much bother 
here. He had seen birds riding on the top 
oy a beast and picking off insects. Then 
again, the birds would help to keep down 
some of the fruitflies which were a trouble 
all over Queensland. There were other 
things besides birds that wanted protecting, 
such as the bears and opossums. What had 
those unfortunate animals done to the people 
of Queensland? He noticed that even the 
department was waking up to the fact that 
they were fast being exterminated. He 
noticed on page 24 the report stated-

" Native Animals Protection Act and 
the prolongation of the close season for 
opossums and native bears has done 
much towards preventing-or at all 
events, postponing-the extinction of 
these animals, but the greater d.anger 
towards that end does not lie with the 
trapper who obeys the law, but through 
th~ dishonest man who lays poison and 
destroys many thousands of young 
animals of no use to the trapper or to 
the buver The baits that are dis­
tribute·d throughout the bush are also 
a danger to cattle owners in so far that, 
when laid in their ea ttle tracks the stock 
have taken the baits and have died. The 
Act is peremptory in prohibiting the use 
of poison, but from the vastness of the 
area and the case with which the poison 
can be obtained-cyanide of potassium­
it is wry difficult to control the trade. 
Prosecutions are, from time to time, 
undertaken and are generally successful. 
but the profits are considerable and the 
risk is taken. Every help is given to 
tho police, but they cannot be everywhere, 
and the remedy seems to be to abolish 
the fine, which is readily paid, and to 
substitute imprisonment." 

Ho agreed with that. There was no doubt 
that ono way in which those unfortunate 
animals were becoming- exterminated was by 
cyanide. They ma,de it up in a sort of 
dough, put it in a can, fastened it with a 
bit of stick on the side of the gumtree; and 
every bear or opossum that went up that 
gumtree was killed-young and old, those 
which had good skins, and those which had 
bad skins. Not only that, but the birds took 
the poison an<i they also were killed. That 
wholesale destruction of animal life was not 
fair at all. The Minister said something 
to the effect that, no doubt, they would soon 
become exterminated. He was assisting to 
exterminate them. He had done his best 
to get the Denham Government to make a 
close season for bears and opossums. He was 
glad to say that it was a close season all the 
:yl'ar round for two or three years. When 
this Government came into power thev 
thought they were going to forge ahead and 
do wonderful thing-s. He supposed this was 
going to go towards throwing off the national 
debt. They threw off the opossum and bear 
season at certa.in times of the vear and those 
that were beginning to breed up in his 
district were now exterminated. In a great 
portion there was not a single bear to be 
found. He remembered the time when nearly 
every other tree had a bear, the skins of 
which were of some value. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULT0RE : How 
would you get the skins-pull them off while 
alive? 
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Mr. GUNN: TherD were certain districts 
in Queensland, he believed, where there 
were plPnty of bear.'. In those districts 
where they were a curse they oould be 
thrown open to slaughter. but where there 
were only one or two bears they should be 
presP-rved. TherD was no doubt that tnere 
were many districts in which there would 
not be a boar left very soon. It would be 
a pity to see AustniJia denuded of its 
beautiful bird lifD and all the other animals 
they had been so fond of. \Vhen he was 
talking about the destruction of insects he 
forgot to mention that there were some 
insects which were very valuable. He 
wished they could bring in the birds to 
distintruish which in,ects were harmful and 
which~ were not. \Vhen the white people 
came to Australia first they had no lantana 
prickly-pear, rabbits, foxes, sida retusa { 
they had no sparrows; they had no Labour 
party; they had no taxation factory, and it 
was a lovely country. His idea was that 
they ought to have State forests where thev 
could go in for reafforestation. Thos·0 
forests could be a sanctuary for all bird and 
.a.m:nal hfe; such ~s bea;s, opossums, and 
tnerr 

1 
beautiful nat~ve 4mmals, flying-mice, 

and .mngaroos. When the kant;aroos be· 
<'am e too n':'merous and beca~lC a pest, they 
could be lulled off. He noticed there was 
a rcf~•rence in the report to feeding sheep 
on pnddy-pear. He had had a little experi­
ence of prickly-pear and it was no good. 
The Government, after going to a lot of 
trouble, discover£d the same thing. The 
report stated-

" T_he tobl) cost of adequately supple­
mentmg prrcldy-pcar in sheep rations 
does not promise (basing the estimate 
npon the normal market price of pur· 
cnasod feed) to exceed 2d. to 3d. per 
head per week ..... There appears to 
be no question after a period of sixtv 
da,·s continuous administration of 
prickly-pear as to its being an essentially 
wholesome sheep feed .. , 

He. disagTcecl with that. Later on, the re­
Port '' ont on to sa.v-
. "'The board are cognisant of the fact 

~hat sheep which have arcess to pear in 
rts natural. state, .and consume quantities 
of th~ frmt, raprdly become emaciated, 
and 1f not removed to more corwenial 
surroundings, soon die." 

0 

rnat was quite right. As to the first part, 
at 2d. it would be 8"'- 4d., and '· t 3d. 13s. 
a .year, and ":ould never pa;.- to rais0 shoe]:' 
wrth tho.:e pnces. He noticed that the Pre­
mier ~:he other clay was talking about the 
meat mdustry, .and went on to say that in 
Quecmsbnd they went rif'ht down to bedrock 
and started to grow cattle. and slaughtered 
the c"ttle and exhibited the:n at the meat 
'hops and gave the people cheap meat .. 
ThCJy did nothing of the sort. 

OPPOSITION :YIEThlBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. GUNN: If they wanted to start at 
·bedrock there was an industry in which 
they could start right away. They had 
opened a "pub" at Babinda. Whv did 
they not start with some prickly-pear: some 
molasse<. come bluestone, and tobacco from 
Texas, and produce their own spirit to keep 
their own State "pub" going without buv­
ing tho3e combustibles from the profiteering 
agency in Brisbane? (Opposition laughter:) 
The Government talked about going down 
to bedrock. They had always started at 

the place where evervone else had made a 
success of the thing, "and had carried it on 
from that point. They never initiated any 
mdustry worth anything, and they never 
would; they were only following in the lines 
that had been marked by the pioneers be­
fore them. 

OPPOSITION J\1EMBERS: Hear, hear! 
Mr. GUNN: If they wanted to start some­

thing new, why did not they start with 
sheep, or put the black soil into a machine, 
turn a handle, have two spouts-one for 
butter and the other for milk. Chemistrv 

appeared to be the cure-all for 
f7.30 p.m.] all these things. Instead of 

experimenting in that way, they 
let the unfortunate settler gO' into the back­
blocks and live on the smell of an oil rag, 
and pave the way for the Govern,ment to 
follow. Why did not the Go.-ernment lead 
and let the people follow? No, they had 
only the brains of a blowfly. (Laughter.) 

HoN . . ]. G. APPEL (1ilbert): On this occa· 
sion he ha·d to commend the Secretary for 
Agriculture for the action he had taken in 
C<'nnection with the preservation of the 
bird life of the State. In the district in 
which he lived the Agricultural Department 
was good enough to proclaim a reservation 
cdending ham th2 south hea-d of the N erang 
Hiver to the Tweed Hea-ds, and proclaim the 
propertie' which hE' poesessed there also to 
br· 1 scrvation for birch. It was marvellous, 
incc t1nt reccn'ation had been E'ffEctccl, to 

noticP tlw increase in bird life. There were 
wry few bir·ds there which one might call 
Nlible birds. They w0re in·;ectivorous birds, 
> nd some of thciYI very beautiful birds. Since 
the res en ation had been made you could 
see cock regent birds, satin birds. and other 
lirds of -different characters which even he 
--although he had been living there for 
twcnL·-nine ;ears-knew nothing about. At 
en,_ t~-,lc-nc~t that he \V11ntc·d to discourage 
the boys from learning to shoot >vith a pen 
rifle--at one time the bovs went round and 
shot cvcr~·thing. inc1udillg the birds that 
dealt ,-.·ith im<ect pc -ts, with the result that 
vuu would fincl poor little birds lying here 
Und th0 :·e on the ;;round. 

:\Ir. Cor.uxs : Ku•p cool. 
Hox. J. G. APPEL: Tlu.' hon. member 

wao not cool on a previous night when he 
was talking a,bout those 3,000 canecutters in 
the Bowen clc>ctorate. He had gone to hear 
him in Market Square. (Laup;hter.) Some· 
body interjected, and said, "Germans,'' _and 
r>n old ]adv-he could see from her actwns 
whot her 'n,tionalitv was-said, "vVell. I 
will vote 'No.'" (Laughter.) He simply got 
up for the P:'rpose of commending the act!on 
c·i the Ap;ncultural Department, followmg 
on the action of the department under the 
r~rn+ms Administration. The birds deserved 
tc· be prf'sprved, as anybodJ: would agree who 
!i.-eel in the col!ntry as he clrd and hc:trd them 
at da\vn. 

The TREASURER: Did you ever hear them 
at dawn '1 

Hoc.; .. J. G. APPEL: He was up bcforP 
dawn, and that was more than the hon. 
rnentbcr '\Yas. 

The TREASURER: You must stay up pretty 
late. 

Hoc.;. ,J. G. APPEL: At any rate, the hon. 
member generally got the worm. (Laugh­
ter.) 

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! 

Hon. J. G. Appel.] 
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HoN. J. G. APPEL: The hon. member 
for Carnarvon had been talking about native 
bears, one of the most intere,_ting of their 
h·una, and it also should be protected. At 
one time round his hous<' on the Lower 
Ncrang end on the l:pper Nerang you could 
see thc:n almost every day. Now the) could 
hnrdlv see one. Thev should be absolutelv 
proteCted. ~ ~ 

Mr. CoF:lER: i\Iakc it a criminal offence 
to sell a skin. 

Ho:-~ .. J. G. APPEL: That should be done. 
A, a native of the Statt he liked to see the 
native birds aLd bears. He believed the 
::\finistN wn·; sympathetic, and he hopc·d he 
would c:ury out. the policv of the protection 
of the flora and fanna of the State. Thev 
only had a small popnla tion after all wa's 
said aLCl done. and their aboriginal popula­
tion was fast dying out. Where, on Bribie 
Ic !and a few yc.11·s age, there were 300 or 400 
aborigia ds, to-day there y;as not one. He 
did hi' br "t, whe'l he wa:• at the department, 
to pre•:'CJ •:e human life in that recpcct, as he 
thou7ht wa draitt •cl by hon. members oppo­
site. On thi' oc ·a,ion he could commend 
the 1\Iini-.tPr for wlnt hP had don<', and he 
had even b en · bk at tim<'& to compliment 
tb' Treasurer when he did a public action 
v.-ori-hy of a 2\1inister sitting- en the Treasury 
bc·nrh. 

Tlk' TRv.\SUHER: 1rou are nli-::,taking this 
for a "' ledictory. 

Hos .. J. G. APPEL: Oh, no, he was r:ot, 
although he believed he couJ.cl shake hands 
with !h<' hon. member "*'"n they p:utcd. 
He wouccl be sorrv to leave the House with 
ill-f.. ·:>lir~ ag.~ln-;t V any mernbcr. 

~.:r. ·WEIR: Do you think you are going to 
hnve'? 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: There were only two 
thing-" certain in this life-death and taxes­
and -they got enough of taxc·-,, (Loud laugh­
ter.) 

:\h. Fi·'EE : There is no tax on the war loan. 

HoN. J. G. "~PPEL: That was a Federal 
ma.tter·, ulthough he had had to pay a tax 
for the upkeep of iho navy since the tax 
w _•s levied, and althouf;h hon. members 
talkr d about the poll tax, he was glad to 
;•ay he had paid more than £100 a year for 
the upkeep of the Australian navy. which 
bad done ouch .·plrndid work. He was 
r roud of hi· contribution to it. 

The SEem l. RY FOR AGRICL:LTURE: Pay it; 
there is no need to brag about it. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: The hon. member 
nevc-r p•;d anything to it. He was inter· 
c.•ted in the Australian navy. Ile was proud, 
" an Australian, that they had a navy which 
r.a·cl done thE' Y.ork it had, and he was prone! 
to hav.~ contributed to that navv. The Trea­
rnrcr harl been go~d enough ·to be a bit 
.' 1r· ast.ie over a few rc-n1arks he had ma·de, 
P 1d he V· r·-.. sorr~v for it, b0cau:-:o he had a 
n1C''',~,urc of adrniration fc)r the Treasurer, for 
h thought he was a very fine specimen of 
a.; _\nstra!i.:n n_.tino, and his only regret 
was that, b"i1g a fine specimen of an Au·c­
tlal!ttn native. he di-d not carry out the tra­
ditions of an ... .l..u-·tralian nativC. 

Mr. vVINSTAKLEY: Some Australian natives 
will haYe no vote ut this election. 

[rlon. J. G. Appel. 

HoN .. J. G. APPEL: Well, perhaps it 
would be just as well that they did not. He 
knew that he was going to have his vote. 

The TREAS'CRER : Do you support that 
policy of robbing those Australian natives of 
votes? 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: No, he did not; he 
thought it was a mistaken policy. 

GovERNMENT ME1IBERS : Hear, hear ! 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: He had no hesitation 
i::t saying that no matter how an Australian 
native ma~· vote, it was a mistaken policy 
for a native of Australia to be ,JGprived of 
his vote, whether he voted " A ve" or 
"Nay," because he was a n1an borrl under 
the British flag, and the freedom of the 
flag· •:·as that you could vote and do as you 
liked within the ]a,,·, 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! Order ! The 
hon. member will not be in order in dealing 
,, ith that matter on this vote. 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: Hon. members led 
him a-tray. Returninr: to bird life. he hoped 
the policy of the Government would be that 
which was pursued by the latE' Government. 
and that was to preserve the bird life, and 
he did not think any penalty was great 
0nough for those who contravened the law 
in connection with that matter. Of course, 
t!~e, knew that hon. c:entlemen on that side 
of 'the Houee, . 'Nben it suited them. contra­
vened any ]a,_,., as they did last night when 
tlwv bundled " Hansards" over the fence, 
and lee hoped those men would be suitably 
pnnishorL and if the Prime :YTinister did not 
do that he would be ]J,o]d up in contempt 
by even- man who was an upholder of law 
and order. 

The CHJ .. IRMAN : Order ! 

HoN . .J. G. APPEL: Anv number of that 
pink· document in great big black type was 
flc,atinr;- round, and who was going to pay 
for it? He rang the Prime Minister up at 
a quarter past 12, and he wnt it in to the 
cen,or the first thmg in the morning, and 
h·o hoped he was going to take action, and 
if he did not--

::\fr .. CORSER: You will. (Loud laughter.) 

HoN .. J. G. APPEL: J\'o. It was not his 
business, but men who contravened the law 
ought to he punished. He oommended the 
'l\1inister for th0 action he had taken in con­
nection with th0 protection of the flora and 
fauna of Queensland. 

The b-:-11 indicated that the hon. member's 
full time had expired. 

Mr. MAY (Fiinders): The fe,v remarks he 
had to make on the vote were brought about 
bv the department's exhibit at the time of 
the annual show, and he could not let the 
vote pas:< without giving a commendation 
to the department for the splendid display 
they had at the Exhibition. Each year it 
seemed to him the~- must have men, very 
etronz and earne.,t, in the department to 
bring- forward such a show at the Exhibi­
tion. There was one mattr>r hA wished to 
gCl into. He l1ad been at it formerly, and 
it might be a bit of a chestnut, but it was 
with ~·ce:'rd to the seed which "a·3 provided 
fa'' the farmers bv the seed merchants. Ho 

a.s not f'n1ogisirlg anybody in particular, 
but the-;- had to report that certain prosecu­
tions had taken place over the sale by pri­
vate merchants of adulterated !leeds, where 
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only . a small portion of the seeds would 
germmate. There was no way in which thev 
cou!d take the farmer down worse than by 
;,;ellmg_ J:lad s<;ed. There were farmers on the 
Oppoc~1t;on s1de as well as on the Govern­
ment s1de, and. they knew that no matter 
how a farmer hl!ed the soil and went in for 
tl_1e best. of mannres, artificial or otherwise, 
1f he dHl n.ot have a germinating seed the 
whole of his labour was cast on one side. 
Therefore, wh.erevcr anv seed was dispensed 
tc, f nmers '':hwh was of a bad nature, if they 
could find 1t out the seedsman should be 
pro' r"~cuted. ~o 

1
the very highest degree and 

made to pay tne highest penalty thev could 
enforce. He was \~ery glad to ~ee that t.he 
de:)r l~~'ne_nt ';as now go

1
i?-g into the idea 

of br.rnging J.Ol'\\ ard p<:alp:ree sePd, \vhiC'h 
1vas. JU',f as ynl.uJ,ble to the co1nmunitv as 
pc'l.Igr(-·• :-• o~k. lie had been e-ng-agP(l in 
agncultur·" man_y years ago, and h~ remem­
bered at the t1me they used to get their 
pe~Igrce seed from a Major Hallett, of 
Bnghton, and .they \'sed to pay up to £1 ls. 
a bushel for Ins ped1gree wheat, barley, and 
oats. T):ley were all. selected and brought 
to the highest perfectiOn they could possib1y 
have, and,. although they used to get a cer­
!~111 quant1ty each year, the first vcar thev 
chd not get the best returns, beca,;se it wa~ 
on a chang.e of sOil, and the seed had to 
become acclimatised. Although he was only 
Bbout 70 miles from Brighton, they used to 
get th~o best returns on the second year after 
the seed g-ot acclimatised. With reg~rd to 
potato culture, that was a matter that ought 
to be g-one mto more thoroughly in Queens­
land than it was. In the South of England 
they '"ed to get a chang-e of seed potatoes 
from the J'\orth, from Scotland, and they 
used to reciprocate by sending seed back, 
but they never got the best results on the 
first crop, b~t on the second and third crops 
when the ddferc_nt seeds they wore planting 
bcc11me acchmat1sed to the conditions in the 
South. ~\t the present time thev had only 
one se •d inspector throughout the whole of 
Queonshnd, ond although he was doing good 
work, he (:1,11'. May) thought there was room 
for another. He _knew the seed inspector 
and had a very high appreciation of him, 
because he '~as sure he thoroughly under­
·ctood th~ buvn10ss. Ho was not in thF· habit 
of throwmg bouquets about, but he heard only 
yest?rd~' y or t~e day before two gentlemen 
talkmg bclongmg to the Agricultural De­
r·artment whose names hon. members could 
not dr~1g out of him ;vith a team of bullocks. 
He happened to hear a conversation between 
those two gentlemen, and they said " 'Billy' 
Lem;on JS the man for us; he takes notice 
of his offi.ccrs, and f we advise him he will 
consult w1th ns and he takes notice of what 
we say. A good many of tl1e previous adminis­
trators of the ~gricultural Department. when 
they ("~e,re advised by their officers, used to 
~";'·, No, they kno'Y nothing at all about 
1t.. T~IOS_? n;en said. " If we do say any­
thing to Billy Lcnnon he ta\<es notice of it." 

Mr. VowLES: Who was telling you that? 

;\1r. MAY: Did the hon. member think 
he was going to tell " Thev \Here two officero, 
and two good officere. He was only too 
plr;1csed that be had heard that conversation 
gomg on. H<; was not going to prolong the 
deb~te, but 1t was a .Pet subject of his, 
havmg had a va;,;t exper1 ence with regard to 
seed, and any man selling bad seed should 
be prosecuted to the highest degree. because 
a man could cultivate the soil and manure it, 

l:.nt if tlw s0od would not germinate, the 
whole of his year was lost and he had to 
;·ait another year for his return. 

Mr. STEVENS (Bosewood) : Like other 
non. members, he would like to congratulatf' 
the Department of Agricuiture and Stock on 
t·he very fine report that had been printed on 
last year's work. The first item on the re­
port he wished to refer to was the fact that 
a p~ultry inst~uctor had been a ppointe.•d, 
"nd It was conSidered that that appointment 
had already been justified. HB was sure 
every right-tl-,inking person in the community 
would be pleased to know th"t the keeping 
of poultry as a business propositicn was 
being enc'>uraged by the department. There 
was no doubt whatever thut, properly con­
d!Jcted. the ~roultr;~~ business was a very 
valuable adjunct to che "'tealth of the country. 
He well rememlwred ~be late Profe,-'ior 
Shelton alwavs said he felt inclined to take 
his hat off ,;.hE'n he :nBt a hen. He (Mr. 
Stevcns) felt like that too, because the lum 
"'1s producing a large amount of wealth in 
the country. He was pleasPd to know that 
the poultry instructor had been appointed. 
Th-ero ·wa::. a rather cur-ious rnanner in "\vh:ich 
infon:-ation was jumbled up in the report. 
After speaking of poultry, th0y went on, 
without any break whatever, to say-

" The advance of the tick southwards 
and the ou6reak upo!l the Downs, an 
area from which it has been kert for 
so long, has caused an addition to the 
staff of stock in,~rector"~, not on]y in tk1t 
area 1Jut ju 1he avenues leading 'thPreto." 

He did not know whctheT the Minister 
noticed the way in which that was sand­
wiched in with the poultry business. 

The SE~RETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: It may 
he a misprint, but that docs not impair the 
value of tbe report. 

Mr. STEVE:NS: He was not insi!luating 
th::t it did. hut m0rely quotillg it in o!'der 
to rder briefly to •he question. There was 

n0 dou1Tt that the advent of the 
[8 p.m.l tick into the cou£rtry hod c~'lt,<'li 

Vf'l·y serious lo'3St'":i indeed. ::tnd he 
was afraid t.hat it. w;;s quite DO'~';ihle that 
they mifrht still have thoee los,,es. unless 
proner steps were tak0n to cope with the 
nest. H" undcTstood that the department 
ha.d otart<'d to work in ·m area up in the 
South Burnett <listrict in order to commence 
c·karing the country of ticks~ 

Th0 SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : There 
ar{~ H'VPra1 buffer areas. 

Mr. ST:RVE::\S: It ap1kared to him that 
the proper 0lacc to ,,tart would h0 their 
Southern border, and then to v..-ork g-r.:cdually 
North. taking care at the same time to kc'ep 
m·pas that had nDt 'o far becm infestc,d abso­
lutely ckar. On page 3 of th~ report there 
'>vas a refprence to the Gov~~rnment's tr;,ns~ 
"~ctions with regard to butter. The:< were 
told how many thousand boxes the Govern­
ment cook from the dairymen of Queensland, 
and wha~ money was obtained for it. Ur;­
forJ~unately, they had no fkures given to 
<how them what amount had been kept out 
of tbP pccket·J of the dairymen on account of 
the Government's .action with regard to 
seizure of butter. They knc>w that a very 
considerable ammmt had been diverted from 
the nockets of the de1irymen mto the pockets 
of n1iddlemen. specula tors. a11d other people 
who had ~CO interest whatever in th<' industry 
beyond making- money out of it. Hf' trusted 
that the expt'rience which the Minister had 

Mr. Stevens.l 
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gained with regard to that transactio11 would 
be such as to convince him that it w<ts far 
wiser .for him, _if lltl wished to do anvthing 
to ':'SSist the d~Irym€on, to encourage them in 
then co-operative eff•Jrts, rather than to go in 
for. business he h"4 no knowledge of, .and 
which mmt result m very serious !oe -es to 
:non ~who~ pad a right to every penny in the 
mdustry oeyound the actual expeuses of 
markctmg. He would like to refer brieflv 
to the subject of co-operation, or, pagE 24 o'f 
the report, where mention was ma-de of the 
Co-operative Agrieultura: Pmductior, Act. 
From th<' remarks ma·de concf'rning it, It did 
not _appear that the Act had been of any 
considci:able benefit .to the people on whose 
behalf It WM passe<!, which it appeared to 
him was 'argelv caused bv the fact that the" 
?a<! an unsympathetic Government admini;. 
-""~.ng the affairs of the country. Tt was 
owm:; to that fact greater advant.age had not 
beer, tctk0n of th0 Act. or furthc,- efforts 
ma~le t.o ext md the co-operative principle. 
whwh ~ad pro,ved of sueh great bem·fit to 
the ~a:r;vrr:en of Q:xeenslnnd through thc>ir 
o:vn JI1Itiabye. During the lHst general elec­
twn campan;u the farmer was told b,· ihe 
party no\v in povver •hat.__ u 

"The farn1el~ must be a business n1an 
1.ncl. condnrt his fa "ill upon a businessl;ke 
basis. He mud be sufficient! v alert to 
prevent exploitation of h.is iabour bv 
mjddk•.m;.n. He must. by co-operating 
With ~Is ~el)o>ys, markPt his own ]lroduc·ts 
and thus ehminnte the large and unneces­
,::.ary 2rmv of -comn1ission agents, clerks. 
etc .. who are employed bv rival firms 
for no ?tner pm-pose 'than to goin profit 
b:v commg- between the oroducer and the 
eonsumer." ~ 

That was '" very excellent piece of advice; 
b:xt. unfortunately. the farmer had found to 
~Is cost that the Gove_rnment, while JW<'ach­
!ng that upo1_1 the hustmgs, has gone directly 
lll the oppo>'Ite direction since they had had 
contro_J of the reins of government. Imbead 
of. a-~rstmg co-orer:ation, they had interf.ered 
w1th It. Further than that, after making no 
nctiV<' 0rfort for two and a-half vears. ihev 
had now come down with a Bill framed for 
the. QUrposc of enabling them, instead of 
assisting the co-operative far1ners, to take 
OV<'r the ,,uccessful businesses which the 
f:<rmer~ h!'d establi~hed under the co-op<:>ra­
tiYe p~mciple; or, if not sweeping them out 
of exi~tenco altogether, to become <tetive 
compe~Itors >;:ith the farmers in their co­
operative busmc,se,. He was certain ~ha.t 
the farmer wculd n'?t soon forget the Lreat­
ment. he h_ad received from the present 
Adnumstratwn, when he had an opportunitv 
of 'bowing in a practical manner what b"e 
thought about it. There was one thing 
fur~her in connection with the butter trans­
actiOn. After waiting for about nmlve 
months, after the last consignment of butter 
was sent :tway to the~ old country, the <lairy­
men rccerved as a surplus over and above 
~hat they haq al_reac!y been paid a ,urn of 
~23,0QO ~or distnbuhon. That money was 
not distnbuted amongst the dairymen only 
who had produced the butter, but over the 
whole of t)oe State, irrespective of whether 
all the dauymcn had contributed by their 
labour to the production of the butter. It 
wa.s Y:'ry unfair that men carrying on the 
.-lairy mdustry on proprietarv lines and who 
had not contributed any port'ion of 'the butter 
m":de on the co-operative principle by certain 
dairymen, and which was seized by the Go­
vernment, should participate in the profits of 

[ 1lf r. Stevens. 

the sale. He noticed that there was still 
a balance of some £9,000 to be distributed 
as a result of this transaction. Possibly lhey 
might get that some time during the coming 
year, but if not, there was no doubt that the 
r,ext Administrrrtion which came into power 
\tould see that it was distributed as early as 
possible. 

He wished to make a passing reference to 
the blowfly pest. Although he had no prac­
tical experience of sheep, he noticed a para­
graph on page 5 of the report which appeared 
ratht:'r strange. It said-

" It appears from the experiments 
carried out by Mr. Brown up to the 
prcoent, practical immunity can be ob­
tained from tho use of traps and the 
regular dipping of sheep, and this is 
proved by the freedom of the sheep on 
Gindic. Of the 700 head, only 400 are 
dipped or dressed and the whole flock is 
in good health." 

It appeared rather strange that the dipping 
o£ half a flock would clean the whole. 'This 
was .a matter which required some little 
cxplan,tion, in order to show how that result 
was brought about. He was pleased to see 
that th,, Government "as alive to the neces­
sity of taking wh~t action they could to 
cope with this dreadful pest, which he under­
'tood had reduced the value of their flocks in 
Queensland by fully 25 per cent. He was 
r·lea,ctl to know that the Government was 
encouraging the production of cotton as far as 
they possibly could. That was a matter upon 
"hich he would like to compliment the 
Mini,ter and his staff. This industry at one 
time was of c onsidcrable value to the State, 
and should again become valuable as popula­
tion increased. 

At fifteen minutes past 8 o'clock p.m., 
Mr. FOLEY took the chair as Temporary 

Chairman. 

Mr. STEVENS: With regard to State 
farms, he would like to draw attention to the 
danf!cr, when bringing stock on to a farm, 
of introducing disease. He was sure the 
officers would be fully alive to the necessity 
of taking every possible precaution to lreep 
disea.se awav. Too much care could not 
possibly bo" taken in that regard. On_ly 
r0cently, when he was in the Atherton dis­
trict, an outbreak of disease occurred among 
the pigs there. He met one gentleman who 
had lost a dozen valuable pigs, and he said 
he could only trace the disease amongst his 
pigs to the introduction of two pigs that. he 
bought from the State farm in that dist.rict. 
He trusted the Minister would give instruc­
tions that <eYer;- rare should be taken to 
ascertain that no diseased stock was i,utro­
duced on the farms, and that they should be 
kPpt there a sufficient time before they were 
distributed in any district, '0 as to ensure their 
freedom from disease. In connection with 
that same subject he would like to bring 
under the notice of the Minister the necessity 
for having a veterinary officer further north 
than Townsville. At the outbreak of that 
disea><' among•,t the pigs, the people 
naturally communicated with his department, 
rend thev were informed that an officer would 
be sent ·from Townsville. Townsville was too 
far away to adequately cope with an outbreak 
of diseaoo in districts in the far North. It 
might take him at least three or four days 
before he could rc,ach those places, even if he 
happened to be immediacely available. 

There was one other matter to which he 
wanted to refer, and that was the establish­
ment of public abattoirs, which came under 



Supply. [29 NOVEMBER.] S'tqply. 3447 

the jurisdiction of that department, about 
which they heard very much some three 
years or a little more ago, during the last 
year or two of the late Parliament's exist­
Pnce. ThPy were then told that it was 
absolutolv essential for the health of the 
people, espl'cially the people of the cities, and 
morz> particularly of Brisbane, that public 
abatt.ol!·s should be established without de­
lay. Tho late Government took immediate 
nction to secure a site to that end. If the 
party which at present was in power was 
eincPI"c in its statements that it was abso­
lutd,- ne< eesary in order to preserve the 
health of the pco\'le of Brisbane that those 
publie abrrttoirs qould he established. they 
should certainly have done more than they 
had done to that end. Thev had clear0d at 
an Pxtravagant cost, a feW acres of ia~d; 
and they had fL·nced it in, at a still more 
extray;:tgant cost. That was the total "t<•ngth 
to whwh they had gone. During the late 
election this town was placarded with 
announcPmcnts such as "Vote for Lloyd and 
Cheap Meat." "Vote for Gildav and Public 
Abattoirs," "Vote for Fihelly and Abattmrs'' 

The SEr"RET.\RY FOR AGRif'ULTURE: Your 
placards wPre. " Vote for H err Steyens " · 
don't forr-et th.,t. ' 

Mr. STF:VENS: Since those gentlemen 
werP returned to power thev had been as 
dumb as an oystpr with rerra:i-d to the ncces­
sit)' for establishing public" abattoirs to pre­
serve the health of the people of this State. 

:\fr. VOWLES: In dealing with the Esti­
mates of that department, he regretted to 
find that the vote--which in the past was 
to_o '·-ma]l-was gradu~lly becoming smaller 
st!ll. \\hen tlwv considered that the future 
of Queens)amJ W,1S SO wranped Up in its 
Agricultural D~partment and all the various 
oflic<•; which came within its juriediction, 
Hnd when they realised that particularlv in 
the V\' est ern country. where rainfalls \vere 
doubtful, the future of the Shtc could onlv 
he made certain_ by experimenting, he thought 
tl"!.ai! a progT0SSive Governmeet-sueh a<.:· this 
claimed to be-,houkl, at anv rate. be pre­
pnrPd to launch out to so;,e extent and 
supply the necessary mone:· so that the de­
partment should hove the opportunity of" 
earn-ing out the functions for which it was 
csbblishcd. \Vhat he said in respect to the 
department at present existed in the past. 
He wac-; alwavs one of those who believed 
that, as far a~ the Agricultural Department 
was concerned. it had always been strangled. 
and it nev<>r would be ablP to do anv material 
good for the Stat<> until such time as a 
brneft<'ent Govcrn<nent came along and found 
the wherewithal bv which its officers could 
<'arry 'lut its work: He would have thought 
that " Government suC'h as this. which 
cl>timc'd that it was going to revolutionise 
Quf'Gnsland. would havP annrPciahd the un­
fortunatf' po,;ition in which' that department 
hnd alwa~s been, and would have given it 
the opportunity it richly deferved. 

The SErRET.\RY FOR AGRTCrLTnRE: \V" have 
revoluti{mised Queensland ; we had a military 
raid at the Printing- Office the other night. 

Mr, YOWLES: Thev had revolutionised 
Queensland. but not iri' the> diredion which 
wao good for the State. With re12:ard to the 
report, there wa9 no doubt that• it was a 
beautiful compilation. It was instructive 
and gave a good deal of material informa­
tion to the general public, and inC'identally 
tc members of Parliament; but when one 
came to analyse it and looked at the large 

number of subject-matters which were worthy 
of consideration, he must realise that in the 
live minutes which were given to them for 
discussion on the Estimates they had very 
little time to deal adequately with any sub­
ject. He wanted to deal with matters which 
eame within his own district. In doing so 
he did not want the Minister or his officers 
t<' take umbrage at what he said, because it 
would be said in good faith, with the hope 
that some misunderstandings and difficulties 
that existed at present might be rectified. 
One of the subjects to which he wish_ed ~o 
refer particularlv was that of cattle dips m 
general. He happened to }ivo. in an area 
which was a buffer area. and It was neces­
sary for etocln,wnd'S to dip. They had had 
come tremendous los,es of cattle as a result. 
The Minister would remember, at Chinchilla 
some little while ago, there was a tremendous 
smash. He mw by the Auditor-General's re­
port that the Governmen~ had been pleased 
to pay £3,000 compensatiOn. 

The SErRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : " Pleased 
to pay it!" Oh, no. Not at all pleased to 
pa · it. 

Mr. VOWLES: Well, they should have 
been more than pleased to pay when they 
knew that the owners of those cattle lost 
theni either throl.lgh the carele.ssness or 
negligence of the officers who dipped the 
stock or bv reason of the fact that the 
mate~·ial supplied to the dip was of such a 
JJOisonous nature that the cattle were lost. 
~ow, that was only one of many instances. 

The SECRETARY FOH AGRICULTURE: Name 
the other instances. 

Mr VOWLES: He would give him one 
insta~ce he knew of. The Wcmga shire in 
Dalby only last week had a claim made upon 
it for £86, being damage C'aused. to stock 
through dipping at Bell. The d1p was a 
shire dip, but he understood-and he could 
he. corrected if he was wrong-that ~h<' 
material for· charging that dip was supplied 
bv the department. 

, The SECRETARY FOR AGRif'ULTURE: \Ve don't 
supplv anv dip. All W<' do is to gazette the 
numb'er and the kind of dip we approve. 

Mr. VOWLE~: Some dips that had been 
recommended by the department had been 
the eau e of the loss of a lot of valuable 
stock When the material in that dip was 
sent .down to Brisbane for· analysis it was 
found that, instead of having the nece~sary 
amount of poison that there should be m It 
for dipping purposes, it had double the 
nmount. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Unfor­
tunately, it is not of the homogeneous nature 
that we insist upon. 

Mr VOWLES: He •did not know if the 
hon. · o-entleman knew it, but it was going 
to be" the subject-111atter of litigrltion. It 
had only occurred dn . .ring the last few wee)<:s. 
~ow that was an unfortunate state of affans. 
He ~as onlv instar.cin,;; titat so that the de­
partment rrtight take the opportunity of 
remedying those troubles. There were d~zens 
of other mstances that never came to hght, 
perhaps. The hon. gentlf\man. would rem~m­
her the smash that occurred m Rarma, JUSt 
bevond Bell where a large number of stock 
pBrished as 

1 
the result of dipping. It 'Yas 

stated that thev were overdriven after bemg 
dipped, but they were not. T~e,· ,had the 
same trouble as they h•' d at Chmchilla; tho 
whole of their sH:ins became blistered. Good­
ness only kn."w what tortureP. they suffered 

Mr. Vowl-es.] 
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before they died. In dealing with du,nb 
animals one did not eeem to consider that 
e.sped: all on~ lool<ed at was the necuniarv 
loss which the owner suffeted. Tt was in 
resp-•ct o£ that pecuniary loss. and the less 
of those animal' that .vould be reproductive 
to the State, that hC' d•,gi rod the department 
to take that matter into eamest considera­
tion. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: We have 
takc·n it into considlcration. 

Mr. VOWLES: Looees had happer:ed in 
the vVarwic:< district; he• knew they had 
hap:oen0d do·.;·n at :a elidon. 

The SECRETARY ''OR AGRlCcLTt::RE: We are 
givi!lg it far more consideration than any­
body is aware of. 

Mr. VC•WLES: He hoped they had. It 
'\ras for t.hat purpose he was bringing the 
matter fon·, &t·d: so lhat the dcpa·tment 
would reahs'l what ha-d happened and make 
thm;1 alive to the necessity f•)r preventing, 
e.s tar as they could, a recurr~ncc of that 
sort of thing. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIC1!LT"CRE: If 
peopl(lo aro negligent. <tnd c:rrele-ss, you can­
not pr>'vent these aecidrnt' h>1ppcning. 

Mr. VOWLES: He :mrierstood that in the 
last cc se he m.entioned it was not ):,ee :use of 
carr:!c,~sness: if anything, :it '''as in the 
speofic, or the poieon, or tlw charg-e-what­
ever the, hked to rlescribe it. The din was 
cleB;ned out and re~harged; <.nd the ·cattle 
pen~hcd. Who was "esponsibte--the shire. 
or the Go.vPmment that recommended a eer· 
tain dip? · 

The SECRETARY FOil AGRlCULTURE: The Go­
ver,1ment is not re:·pons[ble at all. 

Mr. VOvVLES: He knr-w thPv were not· 
unfortunately the rater ay•·rs had· to suffer. -' 

The SE~REHRY FOR Acmm:LTURE : \iv-ltPn 
we a_ro re·,ponsiblc 11re p,'~Y; \vhen ,, (-~are not 
"\Ve non't. ' 

Mr. VOWJ,ES: It hae>nenPd that it >>as 
not a Goyprmnent dip. 'it happened to be 
a 

1 
ehn·e <hp: and that was the only nnson 

W-lY the hon. g'entleman and his deoartment 
we•e not called _upon to pa_v; because it w~s 
u~der then· "d.v1ce and instructions that the 
dip was eh? r~-~~ecl with Inatel~ial vvhich was 
used. Gettmg on to another subject that 
a!fectod counh··.' districts-thc> sulojcct of way­
bills and the. Brnnds Act-they had a large 
n:'mJ:>or of prosccntions lately in countrv 
drstncto,, all of which had been canctioned 
by the Dopart'Uent of A!!ricnlturc he pr-e­
sumed. 
. ?'~re SECRETARY FOR AGRIOcLTURE : All 
mrtratE·d by tne. on proper grounds. 

Mr. VOvYLES : '];he following question 
was asked by tlw member for Stanlev (Mr. 
Somerset) the otlwr day:- " 

"Does thP department insist on the 
in~ertion in waybills of all brands im­
prm~ed on travelling stock? If so. and 
!n vrew of _the impossi~ility of -'eCtll'ing 
,hose particulars durmg the winter 
m0ntlts, when the hair on stock is long 
will the d<:'partment in future insi>t on]~ 
on tl:e <'ntry of the last brand on the 
wayblll ?" 

Th£' reply of the Minister to that was-
" Ye:< the department insist:-; on all 

brands bein~;· imprinte-d, If stockowncr~ 
observed the provisions of the Brands 
A<::t of 1915 and the regulations relative 

[Mr. Vowles, 

to the use of second or subsequent 
brands. the in 'ertion of the last brand 
would be suflkient." 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULT"CRE: They 
don't observe it, unfortunately. 

Mr. VOWLES: He had alwavs contended 
in technical caor o-and thcv were all tcchmcal 
case., that came into thc.ir eonrts·-that all 

that '\v~,s necc::sarv in law "\Vas 

[8.30 p.m.l that, as long as the last brand 
\·laf-3 in its propC'r position, the 

purchaser was enfitlPrl to put his brand 
hcncath that hrand. All he had to do was to 
aver that a certain brand, with othN btancls, 
w,~ vYell as h1 -~ O\Yn, IYC're on it. Ma.gistrates 
vould not hold that that was correct. The 
Minister eairl that he had net only ·<tnctioncd 
hut brou!),'ht about prosecutions in cases like 
that. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : They 
may not bo made without my approval. 

Mr. VOWLES : They had case after case 
against reputable persons. He knew a man 
who came down from Warwick to see a 
doctor. He heard of a live stock sale, and 
went and bought some. He went back in 
in the train and the agent consigned them. 
The waybill was given to the guard, and 
they were taken off the train and put in the 
station trucking-yard at Warwick. vVhen 
the owner came to inspect them, he dis­
covered that they were not strictly in 
accordance with the wavbill. He sent for the 
village policeman, who referred the matter 
to Br~isbane, and the hon. member prosecuted 
the agent. That was his offence-he told the 
policeman. That was only one of many 
ea 'l'S. In everv instance the police, who 
were rcpresentat'ives of the department, were 
prepared to tell the bench t!i'lt there was 
no suspicious circumstances, that they did 
not for onP moment wish to cast anv slur 
on the gentleman who was brought fo.rward 
to answer the charge, but there was a tech­
nical breach of the re'l"ulation, and they 
were convicted. The Chairman must know, 
as an. Australian, that in the winter time it 
was an absolute impossibility, without 
shaving clean every beast, to get the brands 
on it. He had appeared for such persons and 
the bench had expressed regret that they 
were casE'> which should have been thrown 
out of court, and that because of the instruc­
tions coming from the department they had 
no other course but to convict persons who 
were no more guilty of an offence than the 
Chairman. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : I do 
not want innocent people to be convicted. 

Mr. VOIVLES: The Minister was con­
victing them every day. He might come 
within the law himself one of these davs if 
he happened to own stock. He must know 
that if he had a station mob bc•aring an 
even brand, it was the easiest thing in the 
world to describe_ it-so ma.ny cows or steers­
and then give the brand, but when he got 
into a district which was not a breeding dis­
trict, where there was a tremendous lot of 
dealing. so that a man might have 50 per 
C'<>nt. different brands, it was an impossibility 
to have all those brands correct. He sin­
cerely hoped that the Minister would observe 
what he l;tad promised in that reply, and 
that if the purchaser's brand was on the 
beast in a certain position after the owner's 
brand, it would be sufficient to say that there 
was on it a certain brand and your own 
brand, '~and other brands/' If that were 
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clone it would get over a lot of vexatious 
and annoying prosecutions, by which men in 
his district wore brought 50 m.iles and wasted 
a couple of days-all to answer a technical 
charge and be finod 1s. with 3s. 6d. costs. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : Our 
action is to prevent cattle-duffing, and you 
know it. 

Mr. VOWLES: If the hon. metnber would 
carry out what he had promised the hon. 
member for Stanley, he would be in a 
hotter position, because he would have re­
course not only on the owner in possession 
but the owner of the previous brand, and 
in future purchasers would be able to say, 
'·I buy this bea··t if you previously put your 
brand on it." So soon as that man put his 
brand on the beast he took the onus of the 
previous brands, and as long as his brand 
was a rccognisod brand, then the bona fide 
owner who put his brand in the next position 
would be ab·•olutely secure, because there 
was the record of the previous brand as to 
where he got the stock. It would not be a 
premium to cattle-duffing but a moans of 
prevPnting it, because the person who bought 
wou!·d sec that the seller's brand was on it. 

He had commenced speaking about cattle 
ticks. There was another class of tick which 
the hon. member and his department should 
pay some attention-that was, the fowl tick. 
They were the cause of very serious losses 
in his ·district. Poultry breeders did not seem 
to know anything ab~ut them, but the fact 
!'emainod that they were there. 

The: SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : I do 
ll'Jt know anything about it. 

}1r. VOWLES: The hon. member ought 
to. as the hf'ad of the department. The re­
pcrrt of the department stated-

" The appointment of a poultry in­
stmctor has already been justifie-d by 
the demands upon his services and the 
evidence of awakening intE>rest in this 
valuable by-product of .the farm." 

Surely to goodne•·<; the gentleman who 
could talk so loud!:,· of the cattle tick, who 
eould tnJl them all about nodules in beef. 
who codd talk about the market. price of 
Luttcr, and di,:cuss other subjects in his 
capacity as ::'viinister for Agriculture, must 
know of the existence of that fowl tick! It 
was a perfr'ct curse. He had it in his own 
fo-d rnn. It bred in millions, and he did 
not know how they were going to get rid 
of it. Young fowls died wholesale. The 
tick got into the hollow of trees and old 
·,· ood. and you could not get rid of it. It 
was going to be a serious menace to the 
poultry industry. and the department needed 
to get alive before it spread. 

The Sr cRETARY FOR AGRICULTT.:RE: 'We are 
not half dead, you know. 

:'IIr. VOWLES: He knew they were not, 
but, it was time the department made some 
research into this trouble. The hon. member 
for Port Curtis had been laYing down the 
law with reference to cream a:'nd butter, and 
talked about London parity. He went on 
to tell thelll' that Danish and Irish butter was 
selling at something over 220s. per cwt., 
whereas Queensland butter was only selling 
at 151s. He did not tell them that the price 
the producers were gcttmg in Queensland 
was a price l.lpon which they agreed them 
selves. He did not tell them that, notwith­
standing the fact that they were living in 
normal times, so far as the production of 

butter was concerned, the price was 2s. 
better than the hon. member and his 
department got when they commandeered 
ancl sold butter in the worst drought times 
the producers over had. ij'or did he tell 
them that thev had an assured market, be­
cc,use the Imperial Government paid for 
C'V<'n' pound witnin seven days of delivery; 
nor 'did he toll them that it was going for 
t.hc use of their soldiers. The Minister knew 
that if a consignment of butter were lost the 
butter merchants and thP producers would be 
paid. He knf'V' also that the only means 
they had of getting a market was by making 
arrangements with the Imperial Government. 
who t9ok all the risk. They were also told 
that the agriculturist was getting 10s. a 
bush0l for his wheat, whereas the unfortunate 
"cocky" was nnly getting Ss. He had the 
effronterv to tell a lot of intelligent men, 
who were supposed to understand market 
m·ices, that you could get wheat home for 
10d. 

Mr. CoRSER: 4s. 

Mr. VOWLES : It was 4s. 7d. on top of 
tlw 5s. cash. and 5d. for handling·. ·wh0re 
was the difference beh·cen th~ amount the 
ugriculturjst in England w_as g-Ptting and 
'what the _\mtralie•l got? The whole of their 
crop ,.,-as purchased by the Imperial Govern­
rr,cnt, and the onh- waY thev were able to 
r;ct it away was throu~h the Imperial Go­
vernment. There was an assured market 
and an assured price. So far as prices wore 
concerned. just compare the adion of the 
Fr.dPra.l Government in the fixation of prices 
and thP general dealing with the producers 
with the tremc>ndous fiasco of the hon. mem­
be,· and his department when tlwy were 
ciealing with it. On ;1an;e 22 of the report­
and this wa•• 'Tiisleading-they were told-

" Thf'ro are 39,727 owners of cattle, of 
whom 36 015 own 300 head or less, conse­
flllCntly 'of the entire nerd of 4,765,657 
hPad, some 3,488.540 head are own~d by 
3. 708 persons. Of e.heep. tnere are m all 
3.986 own0rs. of whom 2,428 possess 1,000 
head or less, 1,189 own from 1,000 to 
10.000, 360 persons own from 10.000 to 
100.000, ar,d nine peoplE' more than the 
latter number.', 

\Yh. should not they say, inste>:d. of nine 
nors0ns. nine Institutions, compnstng, per~ 
hops. lOO or 20~ individuals in each instance? 
Like tlw hen. memher for Bowen, when he 
y;;J<, talking about the wealth of Australia, 
tl•Pv referr-ed tu the owners as private indi­
vidiFds: thev classf'Cl the bigo:est company in 
Australia as an individual. and took no con­
sir!eration of the component part~ of it. 
Then aO'ain theY found a comparatiV'l table 
of th~ p;-ice~ oht'ained for stock. Thev were 
told that in 1917 fat bullocks ranged from 
£18 7s. 3d. to £24 2s. 1d. The report went 
on to sav-

" It is not likelv that prices will be 
much reduc.ed in· the future, and it is 
possible that the time has arrived when 
the smaller farmer can profitably follow 
the example of his brother in Europe, 
and bv stall-feeding fatten off a few 
steers each year to add to his income." 

That was the statement of the Government 
which was purchasing stations and cattle for 
the purpose of bringing down the price of 
beef! It was a v<'ry nice indictmen~. Here 
thcv had the Minister tell them plamly and 
d1stinctly that it was not likely that price• 

}J. r. V o1B!cs. J 
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would be reduced, and advising everybody 
who raised a beast to do it for the profit he 
would get out of it. 

The SECRETA!l"\1 FOR PUBLIC LA"NDS : What 
do you think? 

_Mr .. V:O\'\'LES: He was not there to give 
h1s opmwn on those matters. He was mere!'" 
criticising the opinions and statements ~f 
hon. gentlemen opposite. 

Mr. WEIR: You gave your opinion on the 
\V an do V ale case. 

Mr. VOWLES: If he told the hon. mem­
ber what he was, he would probablv be 
charged with a breach of the Standing 
Orders. _He would like to refer briefly to 
co-operative factories. They were told in 
the report that the Govermrcent althouo-h 
it had legislation in that respect 'it was n"ot 
being a' ailed of. The advances for the 1·ear 
amounted .to . £1,900,000, and were entirely 
for. the dairymg IJ?-dustry, and no company 
owing mo~cy was In arrear with its engage­
ments. W hi!e the Hon. the Minister or his 
dcpartlY!ent were lamenting the fact that 
people were Pot taking a.dvantage of that 
d~prrrtment, they were introducing legisla­
tion that was going to have the effect of 
killing co-operation. 

The bell indicated that the hon. memuer's 
full timo had expired. 

J\fr. FORSYTH (Jiurrumba) said he 
thou;;-ht the Department of Agriculture and 
Stor~ was one which should be carefully 
rons!d<>red by every member of the House. 
Agnr_ulh~re and stock were the principal in­
du·-tJ·ws 1': Queensl!'nd, and, th_erefore, any 
rPport which gave mformation m regard to 
thorr.· was something they should all study. 
The report of the Department of Ag-riculture 
an_d the experts of that department con­
tamed an enormous amount of information 
and was well worth the study of everv hon: 
member. The bon. member for Carnarvon 
referred to the blowfly. Although the Go­
Ye:~nm~nt \Yere endPavouring to do sorne­
thmg m regard to that, practically nothing 
had been done vet to find a solniio;., fo~ +hot 
terrible scourge, which was affe~ting- th~T; 
flocks to 'Uch a great extent. 

J\fr. CARTER: You want to get fine wire­
netting to catch it. 

Mr. FORSYTH: It was a pity thev could 
1}-0t catch the hon. member in and ke.ep him 
m. 

Mr. CARTER: I pay for my netting. 

Mr. F:ORSYTH: It was quite well known 
tha_t th1s m~nac<; was going to be a very 
senou~ questJon 111 Queensland At the pre­
sent t1me thousands of sheep died from the 
blowfly. and during the last twelve months 
thin?s hrtd been partirulady bad, and while 

·the Government was doing what it could to 
find a solution to ~o away with the blowflv, 
yet there was nothmg so far that had been 
donr, of any special importance. They were 
to!? that traps were a good thing. He knew 
people who had gone in for hundreds of 
tr':ps, and while they might assist to a cer­
tam extent. l"lwn' must be something else 
fonnd to block that curse which was devas­
tatin<r, in many cases, the flocks of Queens­
land. He_ knew .one man who lost 25 per 
cent. of his br~>edmg- ewes through blowflies, 
~nd that n;an h~d g-onp to enormous expense 
m connectwn ~Ytth traps and other things to 
get over the difficnlty. Everybody knew the 
reason why the blowflies were so bad last 
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vear was on account of the great amount of wet weather. It was particularly bad in 
the St. Georgc district, but it was all over 
Queensland and he hoped that the expert 
tlw Govern;.,ent had got in connection :with 
thr" matter would continue his investigatiOns, 
and endeavour some way or other to help 
those 'vho were in the position that they 
could find no cure. The only cure for blow­
flies so far wu.s to crutch and dip. That, 
no doubt~ \Va"' a very gTeat. help; but, as a. 
matter of fact, he had known of cases where 
within a fortnight or three weeks of a sheep 
being shorn or crutchcd, the blowfly was back 
again. Hon. rr·embers would see fro_m that 
that it was a difficult matter to deal with, a'?-d 
h,, hoped the Government would try to a~srst 
those in the industry, so that the ternble 
scourge might be got rid of. I~ small 
areas, perhaps, they could handle lt much 
better than in large areas,. but at. the same 
time it was something that reqmred care­
fully looking into, and he hoped the Go­
vPrnment would do their utmost to get over 
the scourge. 

With regard to ticks, they :were just as 
bad as ever, and it was mentioned on the 
VNV first page of the report. They were 
p<Lr'ticularly bad in North Queensland_. ;He 
could understand the necessity . for dippi':g 
coming through a cle!'n ar-:a-It was some­
times necessary to dip twiCe-b~t, at t_he 
··.une time, dipping, rr:ore e~p<;cta}ly with 
weak cattle, was particularly IllJUrious, and 
was the means of an enormous number of 
lcsses, particularly with those who had. to 
dip twice. They were another terr1ble 
scourge. and a menace to cattle, and every 
effort should be made to keep them down. 

'Yith recrard to slaughtering female cattle 
the reporto" stated that ~he only s_olutiop they 
could make of it was m connectiOn with the 
qu:1ntity of stock that came into the New­
market vards. It stat-ed about 26 per. cent. 
of the st'ock sent there were cows, but It was 
a well-known fac-t that nobody wanted to 
-,Janghter female cattle if they would breed, 
and the whole of the cn.ttle sold in the yards 
v .. -ere c~tt.tle th<it ~~vou1-d not breed, and the; 
were fattened up and sold just the same as 
bullocks." That was the principal reason why 
a considerable quantity came into ~he 
markets in Brisbane but he did not thmk 
there wore many fe~·li-tle cattle being killed 
right throu1!hout the length and breadth of 
Queensland," because. at the present time, 
a.nyono who had cattle that would breed 
wonld keep them, because the price of cattle 
was a fairly good one and. it was. to the 
intere,ts of those who were m the mdustry 
to keep the cows that would breed an? thus 
increase their stock. Therefore. he d1d not 
look upon that matter as being a very serious 
one. 

With regard to the killing of dingoes and 
foxes, he noticed in the report that last 
vear the number of dingoes and foxes killed 
in Queensland was the largest in any one 
v<Jar. He found that no less than 26,525 
1vere killed in Queensland. The year before 
was 25.924. Dingoes were anotl!,pr curse to 
people in the pastoral industry, because they 
were most destrudive animals, and foxe.s also. 
He did not know the best cure for that. The 
department, in writing about the matter, 
spoke about the boards who had the matter 
in hand not taking the interest they should, 
and it Rlso referred to the cost of administra­
tion. The cost of administration was not 
a yery great deal, because the people in the 
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district were paying very large bonuses to 
the people who killed the dingoes. As a 
matter of fact, a good many of the boards 
pay 5s. and some pay even aa much as 10s. 
a head, and in certain districts the people 
\Yho were troubled with dingoes were giving 
a bonus of £1, apart altogether from the 
fact that the board gave their 5s. or 10s. 
a head. The argument raised on page 25 
was one of the reasons-namely, that the 
cattle-owner, by his inaction, preserved the 
dingo. The trouble was that people who 
kept shce.p adjoining cattle found that the 
dingoes came from the cattle country, and 
the people who owned the cattle did not 
trouble about the dingoes, because they did 
not kill many calves ; but they were a 
menace to others, and something should be 
done to enforce the prcwi 9ions of the Act so 
tlw.t those who were keeping bree-ding­
g-rounds for dingo<'s should be forced to kill 
them. With regard to bringing down the 
price of meat, the Government were under 
the impression that by bringing cattle into 
the Newmarket yard they were going to 
keep the market low, but, as a n:·atter of fact, 
all the cattle the Government had sold at 
Newmarket realised a very good price. 

The SECRET AllY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : The 
price was lower when they were sold than it 
·was before. 

::\1r. FORSYTH : The number the Govern­
ment sent in was a, mere bagatelle. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS: Never­
theless the market drop!Jed. 

::\ir. FORSYTH: At the very time the 
:\1inister told them it dropp0d, the next week 
the market dropped £2 and there were no 
Government cattle in. ':::'here was I,othing 
i,_ the Minister's argument, and the whole 
thing depended upon supply and demand. 
If they only had 400 at the sale when the 
people wanted 600 or 700 the price of cattle 
would go up. Hon. members would find 
that last week the price of sheep went down 
le or 2s., and the Minister should know, and 
if he dirln't he (Mr. Forsyth) knew, they 
might strike a good market when there was 
" small supply and the price went up. But 
if the following week there were 800 or 900 
the price would come down. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: That 
is why we did send ours in, and it did drop. 

Mr. FORSYTH : It was a mere bagatelle, 
and, as for talking about cheap beef for the 
people, the Government took the best price 
they could get and they got a very good 
price. There was not the slightest doubt 
about it a large majority of the butchers 
were simply losing money hand over fist, and 
he did not think that was a fair thing at 
all, and something should be done to relieve 
the position. He was spe,aking to a butcher 
only yester·day-the butcher from whom he 
got his meat-and he told him as an absolute 
fact that during the last six montJ,.s he had 
lost £500 or £500. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : Send 
him down some of your cheap wethers. 

Mr. FORSYTH: He wasn't talking about 
mutton. The price the butchers had to ~ell 
at did not leave them a profit at all, and that 
was the cry right throughout the State-that 
the butcher could not m·ake a living. He 
thought something should be done whereby 
:'1en who had to make a living out of the 
mdustry should be placed in a diffr:rcnt 

position than th0y were in at present. With 
regard to the question of fruit culture, any­
one who read the report of Mr. Benson must 
be satisfied he was doing a fair thing and 
was willing to help in every way possible. 
On page 8 of the report he made a statement 
with regard to the North Coast district, which 
was a very lar14e source of production. In 
the district he had the honour of represent· 
ing many of the people were engage<! in 
fruit culture. 

" The Director of Fruit Culture deals 
very exhauetively with the fruit industry 
in his report, which will be interesting to 
those who follow that occupation. He 
points out that the principal cause for 
the dissatisfaction among the growers was 
caused by a corn bination of reasons that 
can be briefly describt'd as want of co­
opention or combination, the glutting 
of rnarkets at cPrtain times owing t;o the 
prolific ,.,:ason with certain fruits, when, 
in accordance with the requirements of 
the consumers, other fruits were in good 
<i ·mand and realised good prices, and the 
restriction of shipping preventing free 
a.ccc::;s to our rf'c-ngnised n1arkets.'' 

rh knew that during the big strike, which 
i<;,t0d for three months. a g-r0at many of the 
fri1it farmers in his e]pctoratc suffered cnor­
rr,ous loss0s. They could only send a small 
fiuantity of fruit to Brisbane, and Melbourne 
flnd Svdney, the principal markets, were 

· 'blocked. At a certain season of 
[9 p. m.] the vear th<'re was natura]] v a 

glut· of fruit. For instanc0: of 
pineapples there was a large surplus. The 
onlv cure for a big glut of pineapples was to 
have th0m tinned. The Government had 
a.rranged to take a considerable quantity at 
6d. a dozen f.o.h., but the price of tin, and 
the naih for making the cases, as well as the 

* tim bcr for the cases, was now so exceptionally 
high as to militate against the arrangement. 
In a certain part of his electorate they were 
anxious to get a quotation from the Govern­
ment sawmill, and the Treasurer was good 
enough to quot0 prices, but the price quoted 
was more than they could get the timber for 
from the outside sawmills. Of course. that 
might be accounted for by the fact that 
Eon1n of theso sa wn1ills ,,~ore Yery nc3.r at 
hand, and could supply much cheaper than 
mills a long {listance away. He had seen 
frnit grown in his electorate that could not 
b,. surpassed, but when it was sent to Sydney 
it had not realised more than from 2s. to 2s. 
6d. a case. The Gowrnment should assist the 
growen of pineapples by establishing· a 
canniug factory, and having the fruit canned 
and sent to out,ide markets. He found that 
there were about 9,000 acres of land in 
Qneen,land under banana rulturo. That was, 
after all not a very big area, but yet there was 
L large 'quantitv of bananas grown. The Fiji 
planters sent enormous quantities of bananas 
1o Svdnev and J\Ielbourne, and arranged w1th 
the s'hinp!ng· companies to build snecial veosels 
for the carriage of the fruit in the same way 
<u the \Vest Indian planters had special 
vessels built for taking their fruit to the old 
countrv. As a consequence, the fruit arrived 
from Fiji in an excellent condition, wbile the 
fruit from Quec·nsland, through not having a 
"}1ecial ves~el to C'arrv it in, arrived in a very 
Lad condition. Som(> effort at co-ordination 
sh.1uld be made he.re, so that their fruit­
~;rowcrs would be able to give a certain quan­
tity of fruit to the shipping companies. in 
tbe season and have proper accommodatiOn 
providN1 on the vc.ssels. There was a vessel 
cdlerl the "Levuka," which traded between 

Mr. Forsyth.] 
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Sydney, Fiji, i!nd MelbournP, and that vessel 
would carry from 60,000 to 80 000 bunches of 
bananas, one-half of which ~ent to Svdnev 
and the other half to Melbourne. ·They 
shou_ld endeavour to get a vessel built 
SJ>ecrally for the purpose in Queensland, so 
that the industry would prosper. There 
\Vas no country where bananas coulri. be 
gro,~·n better than in Quoen;,land. In Cali­
forma. the whole system of fruitgrowing was 
co-ordmated. The fruitgrower had not to 
both.;r about finding a market. The fruit was 
grackd, and wld all over America by agents. 
.'1. system lrke that would work verv ,vel! in 
9ucLnslar:d. Fruitgrowing was on1y in its 
mfanc:y m Q~eensland, and with proper 
hc;ndlmc, gradmg. and distribution of the 
fruit th,-re ~vonld be .a great development of 
the madcet m Australia. They could not very 
well sh1 p bananas to the old country and had 
tu depend upon the Australian ma;ket. He 
thought something might be done t-o dry 
ban,nas and so provide foodstuff for the 
people. 

The SECRETARY FOR. PUBLIC LANDS: l'hey 
are vo;·:c fine when dn~d. It has been done, 
end I Have sold them m packets. 

. Mr. FORSYTH: There were many places 
In Qucen;,land where the people would be 
only too glad to get bana.nas in that form. 
Thcv ought to establish a market in the 
Central and Northern districts of Queens­
land, whern the people did not a-et <'nough 
fruit. If th:y. could educate the"' people to 
t·a~ more f~urt rt would be very beneficial in 
tll!s hot climate, and they could do that all 
over Australia. The bulk of their fruit 
went to S:\ dney now, and a little to 1~1<'1-
bom·ne, Ad,"laide, and Fremantle, and also 
~o ~ew ~ealand; but there were localities 
'n :-\ustraha which never saw the Queensland 
frmt, .?cc-mse t.hey were too far away from 
th_e ramva)_", an~ the fruit could not get there . ., 
V\ hen h<; hved m ~he North, they were some­
trmes Without. frmt for six months, ::nd it 
"·as only occasionally they got a ca.,e uf pine­
apples or oranv,c~. He wns in Mildura a 
yea~· o_r t,:~a ar;o, where, owing to the sv<;tem 
of ,ll"l'I!!atwn m oper_ation, they turned out 
£5v0,009 worth of frmt yearly. They graded 
the fru;t, the wholcs':'le and retail price was 
fixed, tne P< _ople buymg from an association, 
and th frmtgrowers v,ot the whole benefit. 

th". bell indicated tha.t the hon. member's 
h1,l hme had expired. 

:Mr. _B 'I.YLEY (Pitteu·ortlt): From the 
;;fnndpomt of th<; farming districts, the De­
rarlm~nt o£ "\gnculture and Stock was the 
most Important ·department in the State 
'I'he runniag of this department on good line~ 
meant a gn.tt deal to the farmers and 
set~lcn of Queensland, and it was essential 
th:1t. the ve_ry best and most thoroughly 
qu,~llflcd tra1n~d 1nrn! \Vho vvere experts in 
~hcu own partiCular hne. shoul·d be engawed 
III the \1'ork of the ·department. It pai·d to 
employ the very best men that could be pro­
cur,,d. There were one or two anomalies in 
connection with the Chief Office. He noticed 
that the .Director of Fruit Culture was put 
d<,wn at _£600 a )_"Oar, the Dair_y Expert at 
.£450, whrle the Director of Agriculture only 
g·;,t £400. It was strange that the Director 
,,£ Agriculture, who needed to have such a 
comprehensive knowledge. should onlv gE't 
.£400. He also noticed that the Cheese In­
structor got .£225 a Year. He was a o-ood 
man, and one who u"ndcrstood his busi~ees. 
and !he amount put down was too ·low a 
salary to give to a cheese expert. Men who 
were not so comJHJtcnt as the present cheese 
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expert were getting £5 and £6 per week 
re, rnanngers of factories, while the man who 
had heel! appointed to instruct them in their 
busines> was getting a much smaller salary. 
IIc thought they were all prepared to admit 
tlut the prbeut Minister had \\Ol·ked hard 
and taken an earnest interest in the depart­
ment. The hon. member for Port Curtis had 
ref<'rrc·d to the faet that during the year 
1916-17 (July to Jul~·) the cream suppliers of 
Queensland r<ceived 2d. per lb. more for 
their butter than the suppliers of New South 
Wales. He conld not agrt!e with that st,rte­
mcnt. [t was well known that the Federal 
authorities took over thf' fixing of pri<-"' 
in October, 1916, and s;ince that time the prices 
c,btairwd in New South Wales and Queensland 
hac! L':en practic,lly the same. Earl:c in 
C1ctnb0,., 1916, prices were certainly a little 
highnr in Queensland than in New South 
\Valcc. It was absolutely i,mpocsible for a 
diff(1tr nco.· of 2d. per lh. to exist for the ·,"' hoh' 
twc>hc monthc; "·hen the Federal authorities 
took over the fixing of prices in October. 
1916. and the Sl'ah~ Government only had 
iurisdirtion for a p ·riod of three months or 
;I little over. Speaking of butter price> re· 
minded him that the Government had not 
done all for the farmers that ha-d been 
c"aimed bv the member for Port Curtis and 
orlwrc who had spoken from the Government 
ide cf the House. Instead of helping the 

r\a :rv f n:mers to S<'cure as high a price as 
jcos,ible for their product, this Government 
lnd -done absolutelv the opposite. They 
knew that at one time, when butter was sell­
imr in Victoria at from 190s. to 200s. per 
c·\\~t.. fadori<'~~--co-opGrr.' ive c.nd oth.-r,;;·jyf2 
->:ere forcNl to sell their butter at 50'·. 
ncr cwt. le<•s than thev could have got 
in V-..ictoria; and large qUantities vvere C?m­
nwndeercd bv the Government at that prrce. 
rrwaning a io,. of thousands of pounds to 
cream and lwtter producers in this State: In 
spite of that well-known fact, they found 
sonw members on the opposite side saying 
that the G wcrnmcnt had given the dairy 
farnwr·: far higher prices than were obtained 
in tlH' other St. ate' of the Common" calth. 
He >Yould like to cav a few words in regard 
',> t'w \.o:ricultural ·College. 'When it was 
nbl>lishrd m:-nv vcars ago. they had great 
rxn-f'(·t·ltion~- of ~\-h.at ·was going to be accom­
J-tli-,hf>-J b,v me:·.-ns of that in"t~tut.ion. A year 
or tF·o after it was establishe-d they had 
more than eighty studento. on the. rol_l, ':nd 
the 1nlnirntnn age for cnte:I;.ing tho Inshtuhon 
was nwonteen vear'. They found that had 
br·.crr d ·cpa<cd' to fifteen ;·ears, and at th' 
h:'"Tinnin{{ of the prl?"Pnt year only hve:aty­
five sb!dcnt> were on the roll. The proposed 
cu<t fer this year was £11.341. vVith twenty­
Jive stud ·nts.' each shdent would cost £450 
pvr annum for his cdur:~.tion. 

The f',ErRETARY FOR AGRICFT TURE : There 
o.r many other pri 1ileges there bPsides 
c-ducatin~ those young- men. 

::\J 1'. BA YLEY: Yes, he knew they had a 
r·umbcr nf teachE'rs going there during the 
vear, ancrthat farm0rs' BOnS went there _for 
short courses. There must be somethmg 
wrong with the working of t~at _in,~itution. 
Speaking from memory, the mshtutwn had 
been established about twenty years. He had 
entere-d the college the first day it ·was 
opened. and there were then twelve students. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : You can­
r:ot expect boys to go just now. 

Mr. BAYLEY: No doubt the war ma-de a 
difference, but after allowing for everything 
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in that regard phey found that for years past 
the number oi students had been steadily 
decreasing. It meant that the farmers of 
Queensland had not a great deal of confi­
dence in the institution. If they had they 
woul<! send their boys there in greater num­
bers m order that they might learn farming. 
This college should be one of the grandest 
and most helpful of all the institutions they 
had in Queensland. It should do more than 
almost anything else to imbue the young 
men--and the older men, too-with the idea 
that farming-agriculture-was an honour­
able calling; that it wa·; not mere drudgery; 
that it was not merely carried on by rule of 
thumb, but that it nu}d be carried on in a 
scientific rnanner, and that it \Vas necessarv 
that men should ha• e a thorouo·h scientiftc 
training in m·der that they might be success­
ful on the land. He thought it \\'ould be 
better if the college wore run on different 
lines and made more popular. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: \Vhat 
line~ would you suggest it should be run on; 
do you mean by charging no fees'! 

Mr. BA YLEY : l\'o, the fees had been 
very mouerate ever since the collego had 
been instituted. He could tell the Minister 
one or two thinge by whie:h the college' could 
be mad<' mor0 popular. A number of years 
ago they had quite a large number of dairy­
course stndents who wont there to learn 
dairying in all its branchPs--including cheese­
making, butter-n1.aking, and so on. For 
many years past they found that very little 
cheese and an exceedingly small quantity 
of butt-er had bE,en turned out at the •college. 
H_e know _that young men who had gone th8re 
wrth the r<=\ea of taking a sp0cial training in 
buttt:r-ma!;;:1ng, 0hee~ernaking, refrigerating, 
and so on, had left the college because they 
had not been able to get the neccssarv train­
ing. What was the reason? It >vas not 
because the teaching staff were not capable or 
competent to te, eh; but therG was not suf:ll­
cient milk there. Some little time back they 
had •)nly between fprty-five and liftv cows 
on the college property. " 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICcLTURE : \V e are 
taking cream from outside now. 

1Ir. BA YLEY: He understood they were 
doing that. now; hut still the quantity was 
not suffiment. He was there some time arro 
and \\as advised that it took all the m!lk 
they wore producing· on the property to keep 
the masters' houses and the college students 
and others on the place supplied in butter. 
For very many months at a time no cheese 
whatever w ~s manufactured. That was not 
as it should be. He would advise the Minis­
te!· to do all he possibly could to increase the 
mtlk supply and encouragB the neighbouring 
farmers to take their milk to the college 
~actory: Then,_ ugai:.:, what was to stop them 
mcreasmg. th<:>tr dairy herd and getting a 
~-reater I_IIIlk S';lPPl.y? That would be a step 
m the nght dnectwn. In spite of the fact 
that there was much more <mlti' ation there 
now than tbc,re was in the earlv stao-e., thev 
found that the milk supplv had Sec;eased 
ycry ~·onsiderabl.y, and it" was absolutely 
nnp~s?.tble to go rn for butter-making, eheese­
:nakmg, and other phases of the dairying 
mduetry. 

l\Ir. BEBBINGTON : The students don't care 
to work on Sundays. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: Your 
people would not allow them to sell the 
cheese and butter that they made. They 

wore afraid it would interfere with private 
enterprise. 

Mr. BA YLEY : In regard to the scientific 
theoretical training given in that institution 
they found that the theoretical lessons had 
been practically whittled away to nothing. 
They had a trained Ghemist there who used to 
give le"ons on elemenhry and analytical 
ehemistry to students. Quite a number of 
young men had left that college with a prac­
tical knowledge so far as chemistry was con­
cerned. He unde"stood that at the present 
time and tor a considerable time past no 
training ,vorth speaking of had been given 
to the students in that particular busine". 
Coming to the other sciencCJ, at one time 
they had quite cm up-to-date curricululll. At 
the p 1·escnt ti mo the students learned very 
little more than thcv wo,;ld learn in an 
orc\inary Sbte echool.~ He thought it was a 
pitv that that \Yas so. The institution had 
cost a vast amount of n1onov .and it was 
C>'Jsting a lnrgo a1nount of ~money every 
year; .md it L,-hoved the dPpartment, and 
Parliament, to "oe that that im+itution­
"\Yhieh shoulc~ n1ean so Inuch to the farrnors of 
Quoonland lnd their sons, the peoy,le. of 
Queensland generally, and the State as a 
\\hole-was made as efficient as they could 
po,sibl0 m"ke it. 

'I'he SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
He ·did not propose to delay the Committee, 
but he thought a word or two of congratula­
tion to the Minister would not bo out of 
phcc. IIe had eertainly galvanised that 
department, anJ they found that to-day it 
sm·ved the public in a way iu which it nt:ver 
had done before. Evid<>nce of that was 
hcfor0 t.h0m in the Housz: that ~rssion \vhen 
two Bills werB brought in for t1w purpose 
of placing at the sen·ice of the producers 
the whole of the influence of the denartmc·nt 
in finding markets and in handli~g their 
products. Also they found him endeavour­
ing to ext-end agriculturG into the North 
around Townsvillo, where there was some 
r>xcellent ln.nd for fruit and other products. 
On th•- whole he thouQ·ht the Minister had 
rea"m to b"- pleased at the re,ult of his efforts 
in that department. He wished to refer to 
one or two remarks made with re?'ard to the 
price of \vheat. The member for \Varwick, 
by figures which he quoted, endeavoured to 
f·how that the Queensland farmer had some­
thing- to be pleased •wer in the marketing 
of his product this sea~on. The very reverse 
was the fact. Instead of the Queensland 
farmer cc1ngratulating hims< lf on obhining 
war prices, as a number of other producers 
had since the war i'egan, he could absolutelv 
do nothing of the .;;art. Their "\Voolgro\verS, 
th0ir beef and nttle men, and quite a num­
ber of othPr producers had all profited by 
the W<Ir; a lea the dairvman, who had had 'a 
big: price for . his che-e'e and butter right 
through. Bnt the wheatgrower in Queens­
land) in~tead of getting a bi.:q-Pr price,, had 
got a less price th<tn even those in a neigh­
hom·ing StatE•: notwithstanding the !act tha,t 
the neighhouring- Statce was compelled to g-o 
ahroad and find a market for its wheat, 
'."hilo the Queensland grow<er was not pro­
ducing enough to keep the wheeh of our 
mills turning in the State. The nrice of 
\Yheat in Quc0nslaw1 for this year, he 
thought, ran from 4s. 9d. down to-according­
to rc;1orts made hy depuhtions that hqd 
"-aited on the Premier---<lomething like 3s. 9d. 
or 3s 6d. : and some could not even get a 
buyer. Wlwn they came to conside~ that 

Hon. J. M. H1mter.j 
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the Australian pool fixed the price of wheat 
in New South Wales-and in fact throughout 
Australia-at 5s. 6J., while Queensland 
growers were compelled to tttke 4s. &cl., there 
was nothing much to be pleased about as far 
as the Queensland grower was concerned. 

When thev remembered that. over and 
above that, ;,heat was required to make up 
the full supply of Queensland, and it had 
tn be bought in the South for 5s. 6d., and 

freight and wharfage charges 
[9.30 p.m.] had to be paid for bringing it 

here, raising the price to some­
thing like 6s. a bushel, one could see how 
much the Queensland farmer had gone short 
of what he was entitled to. If the miller 
<'ould trv to throw dust in the eves of the 
farrr·er, 'and tell him he should be pleased 
with the result, he was not, to put it mildly, 
stating- quite the correct position., -~s. a 
matter of fact, the 'Warwick Farmers Milhng 
Compfdly aclvanc0rl to the wheatgrow<'r 4s. 
6d. to 4s. 9d., he thought, somewhere about 
the be ginning of the season, and thet -,\ ·lS 

immecFatdy seizBd upon as the price to b<> 
paid by other millers, and they went on ~uy­
ing at that price. taki11g as m~c:h o_r .as httle 
as thev chose Under those con{ht10ns the 
farmcro had nothing to thank the millers for. 
nor ho.d the consumers of Queenelanrl any­
thing to thank them for. Although the price 
of >dwat had been so low, and h:id fallen 
,ince the time the price of flour was first fixe-d, 
the 1wicc of flour had never altered. It was 
fixed on a basis considerably higher than 
4s. 6d. per hushel for wheat. Either on<> 
of two things shoul-d have been clone 
b.v the Commonwealth. The price of wheat 
should have been fixf.'d in Queonsland at the 
sam" price a-, in the rest of the Common­
wealth or tho price of flour should have 
been r~duced, w that the usual relation be­
tween the price of whf'at and the price of 
flour would have prevailed. Either the pro­
ducer or the consun:-er, or both, had suffered 
in consequence of the position. He made 
thoso remarks because he came fron1 a 
\Y c tern distriet where first-class wheat was 
grown, and he 'knew that the growers this 
~cown had not received anything like the 
prir<" thl'v should havC' recf'ived compared 
with tho_e in thP Southern States. It was 
trulv state(! bv the hon. member for '\Yar­
wicl~ that the' K-nw South Wales growers 
had not received as much as the Queensland 
growers, hut they must remember ihis differ­
ence~ that the Queensland grower had been 
naid rio-ht out, anJ had nothing more to 
~xnect. hut a large proportion of the wheat in 
th0 South had not been sold or shippE'd howe, 
and until the pool was cle<tne·d up they could 
not di~trilmte the last penDy which was 
coming to thl'm. 

Mr. I3ARNES: Last year for prime wheat 
they received 3s. lld. · 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Yes. but that had nothing to do with thi5 
year's price. He ~bought the Minisb'r for 
Atl'riculture paid something like 5s. 6d. for 
all the seerl wheat bought, but last year. 
if it were left to the millers, they :woul-d 
probably have paid 3s. or 3s. 6d. If war 
profits were going to come, the wheatgrower 
was entitled to the same consideration as the 
dairyman, or the woolgrower, or the cattle­
mnn. 

Mr. BARNES : The Minister for Agricul­
ture paid 4s. 9d., too. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
He was under the impression he advertised 

[Hon. J. M. Hunter. 

that he wouJ.d take all the wheat he could 
"'et at 5s 6d At any rate, the millers did 
~ot pay enou'gh this year-;-that ~as the pain~. 
Or rather, ;.hey either paid too ht~le for t~e1r 
wheat or sold their flour at too h1gh a pnce. 
The hon. member could have, it either way 
he liked. The hon. member for Murrumba 
wanted to know by what argument the Go­
vernment coulrl claim that the'y had effected 
a reclnction in the price of beef. It was a 
well-known fact that when the State cattle 
were sent into the Enoggera markets ~he 
price did drop, for the -:ery reason. which 
the hon. member gave him"self. "W1th the 
extra supply, the price dropped. 

Mr. GuNN: Why didn't you send therr• in 
when there was a bare market? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
How could the market be bare when they 
flooded it? The market would have been 
bare if they had not sent them in. 'l'hey 
kept on sending them in, and the difference 
between the Government sending them in 
and privctte <'wners sending them in. was 
that the Government sent them' straight to 
the vards and solrl them. They -did not 
arrar'ige with somebody to have them sent 
back if there were too many yarded. That 
was a secret mt'thod of market rigging in 
which the GoYernment Wf're not joining with 
the cattlemen. \Vh0ther the supply was over 
or under, thP demand did not make any 
d\fferen~e to the GDvernment, but it was v_ery 
carefully -watched by the cattlemen at a bme 
like this when cattle wme scarce. On the 
whole, h~ thought the Minister for Agricul­
ture was \"erv much to be congratulated on 
the yucr's wo.tk he was able to show. 

At twentv-five minutes past 9 o'clock p.m., 
The CH;IK\IAN resumed the chair. 

Mr. SOMERSET (Stanley): The ~on. 
member for Dalbv referred to the questiOnS 
he had a"lmd and the replies given thei:eto. 
He wanted to mention that he had received 
a considerable number of letters which showed 
that cuttlo-owners wore very much disturbed 
about the question of -dipping and al~o with 
regard to the other mat~er of showmg al! 
the brands on the waybill. He asked the 
questions with the intention of getting from 
the Minister a sta+,cment of exactly how the 
case stood He found that the replies were 
unsatisfactorv, because, with regard to din­
ping, the qu;•"tion was-

" In the event of two clippings being 
order<>d for trM·elling stock, is any specific 
interval allowed between clippings, and. 
if so, what period?" 

The answer to that was-
" Y f''3; seven to fourteen days." 

Now the various inspectors had been i:J­
structed to get the cattle dipped twice within 
seven davs, and he considered there was a 
considen.ble dtfference between dipping them 
within seven days and at an interval of 
seven davs. Some letters appeared in the 
" Dailv Mail" and the " Toogoolawah Times" 
with reference to the matter, from Mr. Ernest 
F. Lord, who complained very much about 
the effect of the· dipping. He believed that 
the department replied that in certain cases 
it was quite easy to obtain an extension to 
twelve days, but people were not aware of 
that. and the instructions to the inspectors 
wer~: "The cattle must be strictly dipped 
or the stock cannot leave for their destina­
tion." He would like the Minister to make 

·it clear to the people that if ~hey asked for 
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an extension they would get it. 
·1uestion he asked was whether it 
!utely n0cessary to show all the 
waybills, and the answer was-

Anothflr 
was abso· 
brands ip 

,, Yes: if stockowners observed the 
provisio:Us of the Brands Act of 1915 and 
reiTulations relative to the use of second 
o/'subsequent brands, the insertion of the 
last brand would be sufficient." 

He had looked up the Brands Act of 1915 
and could fmd nothing in it about the matter. 
but when he came to look up the Diseases in 
Sto0k Act, to which no late additions had 
been made, there he found the regulation. 
It showed. at all events, that the two Acts 
and regulat'ions were complex, that there 
was certainly ambiguity as to the meaning of 
•' \Vithin seven days" or " At an interval 
of seven ·days," and as to whether the 
"''hNlule in the Brands Act or the Diseases 
in Stock Act applied to the waybills. When 
he looked up the Brands Act, where one 
would naturally expect to find it, he found 
exactly the old schedule to which he had 
been accustomed for the last forty years, at 
any rate-" Number of stock. description of 
•. ,ock, brands and marks." He never in his 
life had given all the brands on a beast. 
fie' contended, with the hon. member for 
D>tlbv, that if the Minister had issued in· 
structions to magistrate,, as he said he 
did--

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: I did 
not issue a'ny instructions to magi.strates. All 
I say i •; to prosecute. 

Mr. SOMERSET : If the Minister did 
not gi.-e instructions, the magistrates had 
given ~vvrong decisions. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: lTnfortun· 
ntely, owing to the carelessness of stock· 
Dwners, they do not care where they put 
brands. They will not take the trouble, like 
your.-elf, to read the Act. 

Mr. SO;\fERSET: He had known the Act 
all the time. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: The posi· 
tion of the brands has been entirely chano-ed 
within th0 last two years. "' 

::\1r. SO::Y1ERSET: He knew the position of 
th,· brands had challgc•d, but the regulation 
was not altered, and it ought to carry the 
~ame weight it us:d to carry, and if we gave 
rl:<> last brand w1th other brands that was 
,ufficient to put on any waybill. 'The regu­
lation he had referred to was-

" L [name and address of owner] do 
herebv certifv that I am the owner of 
the stock mentioned in the schedule 
below, for the purpo~e of their being 
travelled from [place or run] to [destina­
tion] consigned to [consignee], and that 
such stock will travel by [rail or road or 
both, and route to be taken]," 

and then they gave the number of the stock 
the ·description, and the brands or marks: 
The regulation regarding waybills read-

" Every owner of tra veiling stock shall, 
before starting on his journey, provide 
him,elf with a waybill in the form in the 
ninth schedule hereto, and shall carry 
such waybill, together with the permit 
issued by the inspector, until the stock 
have arrived at their destination, and 
shall produce the same at the request of 
any inspector, police officer, or justice of 
the peace:" 

And then there were instructions about an 

interim waybill, and so forth. That was 
exactly as it use-d to be ever since he could 
remember. The matter was causmg a groat 
deal of heart-burning among the stock 
owners. They were very dissatisfied and did 
!Jot know where thev were. If the Minister 
would only listen to' him, he would make a 
suggestion. Why not end the trouble by the 
issue of a pamphlet which would be compre­
hensi.-e <'nough to contain the actual Act and 
the schedule, and state clearly what was 
rneaht by "interval " and "within2 '' and 
f') on? He remembered a law case, when he 
was in Xew South \Vales, which took up 
comiderable time in the courts at Grafton. 
It was about the word "whenever.'' A st-we­
keeper had bought corn from a farmer, and 
he agreed to pay for it whenever it was de­
livered, and the farmer was naturally after 
his money when the first delivery was made, 
and the storekeeper refused to pay him. It 
turned oLJt that one man was Scotch and the 
other English, and they both had a different 
meaning of the word "whenever," and the 
judge \vas sensible enough to have tho Cf!-Se 
settled out of court. It v, as the same w1th 
1 egard to theso ·vvor·ds " \Vi thin " and " inter­
n!!,'' and the Stock Department inspectors 
did not understand the difference between 
the two. He thought, if his suggestion were 
adopted and a guide was issued, something 
like "The Drovers' Guide," ibSued by ::\Ir. 
I'. R. Gordon, it would save a lot of trouble. 
\Yh v ··hould these schedules be in the Diseases 
in Stock Act instead of in the Brands Act, 
when they related to brands'? It was clearly 
shown in the printed document he had there 
from the Minister in answer to his que3tions 
,. the provisions of the Brands Act and regu­
lations thereunder," and the regulations >~ere 
not under the Brands Act, but under the 
Diseases in Stork ~L\ct. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICuLTL:RE: 
AftPr the very c'xhaustin' discussion hon. 
rnemben had been pleae-ed to dPvote to the 
first item of the Department of Agriculture, 
he suppos0d they would consider it discourte­
ous of him if hP did not reply to them. First 
n' all. he would like to say that most hon. 
members on the other side had expre'Sed a 
somewhat qualified commendation of the way 
:a which the department was being run, and 
oth<•r ho.1. members had eYen gone one better 
than that. Hon. member., ha·rl drawn atten­
tion to many things which they considered 
inadvisable, and so on, and a great deal of 
talk was made aboLJt the Ios•: of Jl.ir. Bailey, 
who was the Government Botanist, and aLo 
curator of the Brisbane Botanic 'Gardens. 
X o on-e v. as more grieved than he when Mr. 
Bailev was leaving the State, but he could 
not be kept here. He was determinPd to 
leave for Adelaide. He was a native of that 
citv, and he desired to return thereto. Pos­
oibh- if thev had offered him a substantial 
inc1:;ase, the:,- might have been able to retain 
his services, but his heart was set on getting 
back to Adelaide. Thev ha·d Mr. Bick-a 
r·ood man-to succeed h1m, a man who had 
been trained by Mr. Bailey, and the position 
of Government Botanist had now been con­
ferr0d upon Mr. \Vhite, who was trained by 
the old Mr. Bailcv. 

Hon. J. TOLJIHE ,-A grandson of Mr. Bailey. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTLTR":: 
Yes; and he had a more intimate knowledge 
of the b<Otany of Queensland than any ma 1, 

however skiiled, coul-d obtain in anything 
like two years. So he thought they were 
quite right in retaining the services of 1Ir, 

Hon. W. Lennon.] 
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W~ite in that position. A goo-d deal had been 
s:nd about the need for more experimenta­
tion. That was all very well, but experiments 
mst a great amou~t of money. 'They had 
conductecl an expenment at Wallumbilla in 
regard to the feeding val11e of prickly-pear, 
~nd he was very sorry the board of experts 
who had control of that matter under the 
:\Iinistor had not yet completed their report. 
Ho would have been much more pleased if 
h·c had been able to table the report before 
the discu,sion on the Estimate•. But• when 
be came to think of the amount of discussion 
that ha-d bken place on the Under Secre­
tary's report, he thought perhaps thcv would 
get on v cry much better if thev had no re­
rorts at all. Hon. m< mbers sot 'most of their 
comments on the report of the Under Secre­
tary insJ'ad of on the Estimates themscln·;. 
Tlwy In i had such long discussions about 
the flora and fauna, and so on, and ono hon. 
ccentleman had diec uc,.ed the flora so long 
that ho w::r, reminded of the old son a-, 

" Ye shop~; rd:o, tell me, has mo: Flora passebd 
thrs way? He thought thrs should be 
mor0 of a . businecs discussion dealing with 
tlrf' expenditure. One hon. member called 
atccntion to the large expenditure bv the de­
partmed on the Gatton ColJpo·e chief1-.-. and 
whilst it di-d cost a good de at to run 'it, the 
f«d mu~t not be overlooked that it was an 
crh ,. ttional establishment which in manv re-
Pl''l' did not bring 1n any return. But it 

WJS not all lo• One of the ib ms he ''could 
like to eall attentiDn to was this: From the 
inception of tb., college up till the 30th June, 
1917. the total e:cpPnditure on the college was 
£208,926, and the receipts since its establish­
ment arr•mntcd to £59,418. The recreipts for 
]r,st year wore ,£4,200, and though it might 
coc~ £11,000 to ruu the colle;··c this year, that 
amount wa·• brouc:ht down a goo-d deal by 
the return. At the present time they were 
not only providing instrl!ction in poultry­
raising to soldier '• but tht'y were also giving 
lecture. there to grown-up farmer.,, and to 
tlwir own stock inspectors who went there to 
gel instruction in many things, and the lec­
tures u-ivcn to farmers there were so highlv 
appreci.•ted that hf' had been asked to afford 
rimilar facilities for instruction by giving 
le•:tures d. the Y eerongpilly Experiment Sta­
tion. Ho ,. as sorry to say those lectures had 
not been a vailrd of to a sufficient extent to 
justify him in going on with it. Some hon. 
1nernbers advornted an inC'rl"af'c in the vote 
for the department. Ho was quite in accord 
"ith them on that. He advocated the same 
thing when on that side of the House. The 
hon. member fA J\1urilla spoke about wheat. 
and ,'3,id th,, nresent Government had not 
done so much· for the farmers as the pre­
ceding Government. The hon. gentleman 
should Le more careful. If he brought in 
the fact that they spent money in ployghing 
tlw land, perhaps he was justified, but the 
present Government spent very much more 
moncv for ,eed wheat than the precPding 
GoveJ~nment. For Pxample, in 1916 tl_rey 
r,urchasc·d 98,300 bushrls of wheat. costmg­
.:£30,700, and they dictributcd it among 1,389 
farmers, whereas the pre~eding Government 
Lou;:rht about equal to half that value, and 
onlv distributed it among 800 odd farmers. 
So ·he <·c.nsidcred the prc·,ent Government's 
bcneCtt" •.rore wider spread, nnd consequently 
wore generally beneficial. In addition, they 
'l'·'nt the sum of £13.410 in the purchase of 
fo<1d•r. "·hich they suppliei! to dairymen for 
the purr:ose of preservinp: their stock from 
starvation. Referring again to the m:atter of 
the purchase of wheat this year, to which the 

[Hon. W. Lennon. 

hon. the leader of the Opposition took excep­
tion, he would like to remind the hon. meffi'. 
bor that there was £50,000 owing to the 
Jrpartment for wheat already distributed. 

Hon. J. TOL:MIE: Did I not make a sugges­
t:on to accept debentures? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
Anyone who knew anything about the farmer 
know hA was continually issuing promissory 
nc-tes, which was his kind of debenture, and 
ur,fortrmately he was not always able to 
rr.€et them, anrl he (Mr. Lennon) did not 
see how thf' fatmer'e position would be im­
J'i'oved by giving him fnrther facilities for 
" fi;·ing kites," as it was termed. Of course, 
bG was well aware the leader of the Opposi-

tion was in a jocose mood when 
[10 p.m.J he made that suggestion. He 

did not seriouslv mean that, 
Reference had teen made to t'he very serious 
losB of some 400 head of cattle at Chinchilla. 
,;!,ich had been dipned under Government 
sncprvision. It was proved that the liquid 
used in the dir• was three times the proper 
scandard stren'l'th, which resulted no doubt 
in i.he destruction of those cattle. A claim 
was mad<' upon the department. and the 
rkpartmcnt hrr·:l to stan<1 up to it. It was 
a great pity th~t people who were in charge 
of important work of that sort were not 
more c-areful. rrnd more frequently tec!ed the 
• trength of the liquid the:• were using in 
thPir dips. so that they did not involve the 
GovernmArit in snch verv serio11s los,;. Re­
fcyence had been mad'e to bird life in 
Qnc<·nsland, and that more care should be 
taken to conserve it. He did not think any 
greater care had been taken hy his prede­
cusors than he had taken. He had added 
1 "· the list of nrotected birds. The hon. 
member for Rockhampton desired to see 
placards warniHg people about the birds. 
'I'hroup:hout his own district he had placards 
printed in the Italian lanp:uage, so that 
the new arrivals in the State should bP 
made acquaint<·J with thP fact that bird 
life mu·•t ·be protected Attention had been 
c,lled to the neces•<ity of giving p:reater 
attention to th<> growth of cotton. He had 
done cvcrythinll" possible in the matter, and 
had distributed more seed than had ever 
been distributed before. The production of 
cotton last vear was three times more than' 
the year bofc.re, and the pr.oduction this 
Har "·odd probablv be twice what it 
~.as last vear. 'I'hcre was a good market 
for cotto~ at the moment, which was 
brou~ht about by the unfortunate condi­
tions nrevailing, and, per ha pc. when tho ·e 
condition' had passed a\\·a:v cotton wo:xld 
not 1naintain its priC'e, and cotton-growJDf; 
v.·ould not be so profitable as now. He• 
reg-ard0<'\ cotton as a good adjunrt to a 
fu1·m. He regarded 5 or 10 acres of cotton 
a,; the maximum in conjunction with other 
things. Thev were offering the farmers every 
reasonable encouragement to go in for the 
production of eotton. 

With regard to the pest of blowflies, 
reference had bc·en ma.de to the fact that they 
were only abl<' to produce 64,000 flies in the 
three traps. He thought he was safe in say­
ing that the Ap:ricult;nral Department in 
Queensland was the very first in Australia 
to attack the 2ubject of a fly enemy. 

Mr. Gmm: Those ·traps were invented by 
a Now South \V ales gentleman. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGitiCULTURE: 
\Ve w<rc the first to buy them and make th" 
effort. He had been urged to make more 
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inr;uiries and do something to cope more 
eifectively with the blowfly pest. He re­
g8.rded it as a rerious menace to Queensland. 
They had had three expert& for a consider­
atlc time devoting a good deal of study to 
the question of having a more effective lure 
to attract the fly. 

The hon. member for Carnarvon referred 
to the d •. truc'.ion of the native bear. He 
(:\fr. Lennon) had been pestered with appli­
cations from members of the female pcrsua­
'ion, vs!ring him if he had no heart. The 
hon. member for Carnarvon said, somewhat 
flippantly, thct the:: allowe-d bears and 
opossums to be slaughtered in the hope of 
extinglli~hin!S 1he n:dional debt. Thcv had 
co11tinued the close sea,.ons for the 'whole 
yca1· after they took offiee; and last year 
thc·1· shortened the \\·hol<> of the' close season 
to two months. but they were informed that 
i<· many part~ of the State there were a 
1arg nnmbur of Dpossurus, "\'vhich injured the 
fruit. Ccrtainlv. the bear "\vas not :;;o harnl­
fui. He was a; .. nrecl that there had been a 
fait· number of very old men, who were 
trn,;hle make a living bv hard labouring 
'· .or!c, felt they onght not to be deni<'cl 
the IJl'i\'iJc~u:'> of ha ;:1n~ an opportunit~· 
for t" o or thrl e months in the 0·ear to get 
op< ',sums and bens. He would make no 
pro"ni se that lh' "·oulcl cl<,,e the season all 
the time in rcc-Rrd to opossums, but he pro­
pos•:d to Riv" a litHe further rest to destruc­
tion of th<' bear. 

8on1ething ha.d been 1?2id about the neces~ 
sity for abattoirs. They T·:ere charged by 
hon. members opposite with bein,.,. grc·at 
aclvoe.-ttco for the establishment of abattoirs 
in days gone by. He still thought Govern­
ment abattoirs ought to be established, and 
they would have been begun before this but 
for the fact that under present conditions 
the State bnteher shops were not suppli8d 
by bullocks killed for St'"'te purposes, hut 
b.·: meat from the meatworks. Moreover, it 
was nr t quite cerhin that they had chosen 
the proper s;tc for the State abattoirs. It 
was thought by some people that they ought 
to be established on the river bank. In view 
of the scarcitc· of cash, he thought the 
Government had been wise in not pushing 
on with expenditure in that direction. It 
would prcbably mean a quarter of a million 
of n1oney for up-to-d~'lte abattoirs on thf' sarnc 
lime ·a; tho-2 at Adolaicl~, \Yhich he had 
in!=l'1cd d-ahattcirs sin1He.r to v;hi<'h r·< 1Ild 
Buit, Queensland. 

They ''ere taking very vigorous action 
with re"ard to ticks, although they did not 
]1opc to please everybody in that matter. 
In fact, no sooner had he come to a decision 
t J take more vigorous action in connection 
"'ith tick eradic:ttion than he immediately 
n eeived petitions asking him not to go on 
from people who said the.,.. were going to be 
ruined. 'fhe tick w:ts a serious menace. 
The tick flourished in a season like the 
pre~ent. He was informed from reliable 
eoc'rcc.; that there were sporadic appearances 
of ticks in the l'\orth, where they had never 
I ccn kmmn hitherto. Thev had been C!is­
coYcred somc>~h~re nc·H Boulia. which had 
he,'n regarded as a clean area. Conseqnently. 
,'r.:,iic efforts would be required in this 
matter, and they had determined to erect 
c-overal clips along the Northern Territory 
border. because there was a lot of cattle in 
that district, the owners of which desired to 
bring them into Queensland, and the Stock 
Department had prevented their entry for 
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eonw time past. The tinw might come when 
cattle in t-he l'\orthern Territory might be 
indispensable to Queensland if the meatworks 
were to be kept fully supplied. The hon. mem­
lcr for :\1urrumba had dealt with the matter 
of dingo _s, blowflies, and ticks. \Vith regard 
to ding·oe•· : Last year they had intended to 
amend the Marsupials Act, bu c hon. members 
opposite did not encourage him very much 
in the matter. The Bill was turned down in 
a'lother place, no doubt at the instigation of 
hon. members opposite. That Bill proposed 
to make a level fee of £1 per dingo scalp; 
and sincp it had been rejected a large number 
of pastora!ists had told him that they re­
gretted Ycry much the action of the Oppo­
siticn in defeating the Bill. So much had 
bee!! said about butter that one hardly liked 
tn go into the question, but it would be 
unfair for him to let pass the opportunity of 
rep!:· ing to some of the statements made to· 
night. On a former occasion the depart­
rrwnt was challenged on its so-coJled bad 
administration, and the whole thing was dis­
cu·ssed so exh- ustively, and had been talked 
oi continuously ever since, that he was 
heartily Ric\ of it; but Ire thought that 
pc•rhap., he might say something further on 
the subject. 

ThP' had b< ·en told that that Government 
\YU-, {fetcrn1ined to ruin tho co-operative coin~ 
panic-.. He wouicl like to make a comparison 
llNW. en the wck of the department and the 
'.':or k of so1ne of the eo-opera tivo companies. 
H0 hac! rothing· lmt the friendliest feelings 
for the co-operative companies; but se.eing 
ihat hon. gentlemen opposite had persisted 
in the 'tate,nent. Jw wouJ.d give them this 
compari·,.on. He thought it w01ild be unwiso 
to narne the particular con1pany, but ~'lny 
1111 mbt r C'ould Si'e for himself ~Yhat co1npany 
it -,,·a<, if he so desired. Comparing the 
dr 'Jartmcnt's transaction'< -.-ith thr,,e of a 
pr~nlin~'nt co-o~1erative company, the position 
aptl<ear .. very favonrable to the departme11t. 
The eo n)'any con~ignecl 17.614 boxes, the 
g-ross realisation of which was £76,111 (£4 6s. 
per box). and thr>, char'(• s against London 
consig· .. ments totall•'-cl £12,707, or 16.7 r.er 
coni· - The department consigned 29,010 
lJOx•cs. the gYo's realisation of which was 
£1 ;1,921 (£4 16s. per box), and the charffes 
against London consignmeHts totalled £11,859, 
or 8.3 per cent. That "as a fraction loss 
than half the charges made by the co-opera­
tiYo ootitpany. "\Yhat had hon. g,mtlenr<m 
oppo-,ite to say to that? Those were fad' 
'hich could be verified. They .had hea.•d 
~ome acrin1onious discussion on the que,.-tion 
of the promise on which butter had been 
sold in London. The managers of the bllsi­
nos.> in Brishane offered that butter to the 
Imperial Government at 149s. 4d. per cwt., 
lmt they got 151s. The average net price of 
h:c+.ter sold in r~ondon by the Queensland 
ChYornment was 179s. 4d. per cwt., being 
22 . per C""IY t. 111ore than t\0 prier, vo]untaril ':.' 
accepted b::· the butter producers through 
their a,,;ont The Itc1pcrial Govern,·_1ent had 
just agreed to pay 151s. per cwt. f.o. h. for 
30,000 tons of Australian butter, which was 
off ere<! them at 149s. 4cl. That v. as another 
he'lefit conferred upon buttermen: but they 
cr·uld not get gratitude from the buttermen. 
If the hon. member for Dravton was a tHir 
sample of the butterman, he did not know 
what gratitude was, nor did he know what 
deo<>nc;;- in d<lbate wns. 

Mr. VoWLES: What ar<' the dates? 
The SECRETARY FORAGRICUI.TURE: 

It was probable the sales were effected ov\lr 

Hon. W. Lennon.] 



3458 Supply. fASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

the same period. There was no f\ucluation in 
favour of either con~ignor. To show the 
kindly manner in which the department had 
tr<?<ltecl the butter tranooction, they were out 
of pocket an average of over £50,000; at 
one 'time it ran up to as much as £120,000. 
For a term of six months they were out of 
pocket £50,000; and that would come to 
£1.250, even at 5 per cent. They had not 
charged a brass farthing. D:d they get any 
thanks for that? No. Instead of r,-etting 
thanks, to which they were well and justly 
entitled, they got nothing but abuse-and 
ignorant abuse, 'too. He would like, also, to 
point out, that although the hon. member for 
Draytoti objected to the term "profits" and 
said it should have btocn (•,Ji!cd "suq)lns," 
that was only a mere quibble, because he had 
there a balance-sheet of a co-operative com­
pany which used tho term "profits." Every­
body used that term; :Ohoy could not get 
a\vay from it. Comment also had been marle 
on the method of distribution adopted by 
the Government In the first place, unqueo­
tionahly th<>y made a blunder when they 
clistributed a stuplus, or profit, on the first 
T1utter secured bv the Government ; thev 
eimply gave it back to the companies from 
whom thee; had taken t.he butter. \Vhen 
they came" to the second .and larger trans­
act.ion. dnaling with a very considerable sum 
of money-£30,000-they adopted the plan of 
giving it to all the butter-producing factories 
in the State; bf'cause, although they had not 
actually sent any butter to London, thev 
were just ao much entitled to get a share of 
the surplus as tbose who dicl; became those 
\dw did ~end buttH to London were the 
people who had the benefit arising from 
that trade. It must be remembered that 
f:ome of those p-eoplo never provided any 
butter for the local market. They \\ ould not 
ha vc oper~tc.d :mdcr the Control of Trade 
Act at all but for the fact that the butter 
rgcnts here would not keep the Brisbane 
consumers supplied with butter. He had no 
le~, than fifteen complaints at his office on 
one day that they could not get buttc>r. If 
they had cohosen tbev could havB taken legnl 
proceedings ac-ainst that huttE'r a.<Cnt and 
had him fine<cl £5GO. But thcv we re not a 
vindictive Government. aud did not want to 
do things of that kind. 'rhcv aetcd as thev 
did mer<>lv bec<tusc thev were .driven to it 
They could not get the ];utter men to act in ~ 
proper way. T.hey h'ld undertaken to keep 
the local c·on,umer supplied at the proclairflf"ll 
price, a.nd v:hen it suited them thev flout~d 
that arran,;remcnt-hencp the Go~·crnmcnt 
intervention. The distribul ion of £32 000 
(surplus on account of liutter acquired ,clurin!',' 
1915 and 1916 under the Control of 'lrade Act 
of 1914), on hosis of butter (all o-racles) manu­
factured during the months Junc-Octoher, 
191?, both inclu~ive, by all Que~nsland fac­
tones, \Vas aa foliov, s:-

Esk Co-Ollerat.ivc Dairy Com 
pan3, Limited .'.. . £372 5 11 

Bundaberg Co-operative D<~iry 
Company ... ... ... 456 7 6 

JYLtclagan Vall<:>v Co·~opcrativ>; 
Dairy Company, Limited 223 0 

Pioneer Butter Factorv, North 
Ipswich (A. M. Li'nton) . .. 36 3 6 

Chinchilla Co-operative Dairy 
Company. Limited . ~. 143 3 11 

Wnwick Butter and Duirv 
Company. Limited • 1.651 16 1 

Oakey ,pis~·ict Co-opt;ra~ive 
Butcc;· 'A•mpany, Lumtcd 621 19 0 

[Hon. W. Lennon. 

Kin Kin Co-operativn Dairy 
CompanY. Limited 481 12 0 

Roma Co-~perative Dairy 
Companv. Limited 116 11 0 

Queensland •. Farmers' ~Co-
?perative Company, Lim-
Ited (Booval, etc.) 4,436 6 6 

Silverwocd. Butter Factory 
Compan;v, Limited, Gatton 1,082 10 0 

Terror's Creek aud Samson 
Vale Co-oper~tivc Com­
pany, Limited, Tenor's 
Creek .. . 126 12 9 

Pre1nir,r Butter Fartorv Cvin~ 
pany, Limited, · South 
Brisbane .. . .. . .. . 319 18 11 

Farmers and Producers' Co-
?rwrative Company, Linl-
rted, Rockhampton .. . 138 14 7 

C·oboolture Co-operative Com-
pany, Limited 3,017 12 0 

Malcny Co-operative Dairy 
Compmy, Limited ... 906 1 10 

Marburg Butter Factory (A. 
L. F rcderich) .. . .. . 421 14 8 

Killarney Dairy Company 
Limited . . . ' 105 4 1 

Stanley River Co-operative 
Company, Limited, Wood-
ford .. . . .. .. . .. . 378 3 11 

Southern Queensland C"-opera-
!ive Da!ry Company, Lim-

T rted. K)ngston . .. . ... . 2.427 0 10 
Nanango (a-operative Darry 

Compnny, Limit,·d ... 396 0 6 
Loga11 <tnd Albert Co-onP-ra-

tiv.·· Company, Lin;ited, 
Deaurlesert ... 1,181 18 3 

l\1aryhorough Co-operativl~ 
Dairy Comr•an;., Lin,ited 2,860 4 8 

Rockharnpton District Co-
OJ?er:ative Dairy Company, 
Lrmrted .. . . .. .. . 314 11 10 

Atherton Tableland Co·0'1era-
tive Butter and Bacon 
Company, Limited ... 1,144 13 8 

Guyn,dah Co-ope.rarivc; Dairy 
Company, Lrmrtc{, ... 339 14 1 

Crow's ::-Jest Butter Company, 
Limited .. . .. . .. . 443 14 9 

Po.nmer Bros. (Ivswich lee 
and Butter Factory) . .. 101 12 6 

Port Curtis Co-operative Dairy 
Company, Limited 486 9 6 

Dov~·ns Co-operative Dairy 
Compan_y, Toowoomba ... 2,956 9 

\Yide Bay Co-o1Jerative Dairy 
Company, Limited. Gym-
pie ... ... 1,690 7 5 

Goon1bU11g·ec Co-onerativo 
Dair:·' Compam, Limited 532 3 3 

South Hurnett C·l-opert:ttivo 
Dairy Company, Limited, 
1fur.om 1,534 8 6 

\V. Siomon and Sons, Limited, 
Wallr.on 547 12 0 

Mr. DAnxr:s: Does it not strike you that 
that emphasise.> the loss made by dairymen 
in consr·quence of the butter having beC'n 
acquired under tho prices? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTUHE: 
He mainbined that the butter people had 
got a better price for their butter the whole 
of the time that Go.vernment had been in 
power than they had got at any other time. 

GovER:-nmNT MniBERS: Hear, hear! and 
Opposition dissent. 

Question put and passed. 
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AGRICULTJ:RAL COLLEGE. 

Tlw SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTCRE 
movd--That £11,341 be granted on 'lcecunt 
Df ".Agricultural CollC'gc." 

;-,1r. MonGA~·, \Vhcn are you going to make 
this college more attractive to students? 

'l'he SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
He would ma!m it more attractive whc>n the 
war a> over. They could not attract people 
now; the world was out of joint. They had 
dr•110 their b~_,t, They were going to ,•nlarge 

cor:t ider:.bly the payment for the 
[lO.=J p.m.l hen competition for a single hen. 

They also were going to make 
several in·lispcnsable additions to the dairy, 
so that !hej' might cope with conditions t11at 
had arisen owing to the closing of the Silver­
wood factory. They were going to take the 
cream from the fm·;ners in the neighbour~ood 
of Gatton, and treat it at the Gatton College. 

Question put and passed. 

CH!::\IIC \L LABORATORY. 

Thr SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
movcd-'l'hat £2.660 be granted on 'iccount 
of "Chemi,·al Labora.tory." Last year they 
':Jb' £2.5C6 and they spent £2,532. 

Que .tion put and passed. 

On tllP motion of the SECRETARY FOR 
AGRI\!CLTURE. the following items were 
agr •cd to 'Yithout debate:-

"Dairy Produce Acts," £9,000. 
"Di,cascs in Plants Act,'' £4,442. 
"Slaughtering Act," c.'t:v,980. 

STATE FAR>IS A"D GARDE~S. 

The SECHE'l'ARY FOR .\GRICULrUHE 
moYed-That £14,705 be granted for "State 
Fanns and G..:rdens." 

l\Ir. ::\'IORGAK rose to a point of order. 
He wantccl to call the attention of the Chair­
!'Ian to the clock, which showed that th2 time 
we o aft:•r half-past 10. 

ThP TRKlSrRER: \Ye can go on as l )Hg a5 
,-, like. This i' not an allotted clay 

Quesiion put and paHed. 

The SECHETARY FOR AGRICULTURE' 
moved-That £5,(80 be granted for "Mis­
cc lb ncous SE rvic~s.'' 

1\Ir. )IORGAX: He wanted some infor­
mation on this votP. He noticed that last 
year thoro ,,as a vJte of £1,100 for pi·ickly­
P<'ar f• cding experiments at \Vallumhilla, 
a.nd this year the amount was onlv £250. 
He wanted to know what benefit the' eledors 
of Qtwt'm.land got out of the expenditure last 
year. In his opinion, the m'oney was abso­
lutely v 1:·lc•d. 

The Sr 'RETARY FOR _\GRif'ULTURE: \Vhy do 
you nDt get the report before you crHicise? 
It j, not .1·et printed. "' 

1h. MORGA~: The :Minister did not 
know v.hat was happening in the depart,{Jent. 
It had not only appeared in print. bnt in a 
portion of the Pre''"· 

The SErHE'l'ARY FOH AGRICULTURE: A pro­
gr•criR rElport. 

Mr. ~.rORGAN: \Vhat was the r,•;ult? 
The stock, they knew, had been sold iil the 
Bri,bano yardo, and everything hnd been 
made public. Tho progres; report contained 
practically the whole of the information. 

They had boon told that nothing had been 
discovered otf1er than that they alrea,dy 
knew. People in his distrirt. \vho knew any~ 
thing a bout prickly-pear knew that [XJOple 
had be<m mixing prickly-pear with pollard 
and other foods for years. 'Then they found 
that an item Ja,;t year was £t250 for the 
purchase of -:ser~d rnaize to a . ..;sist farn1ci "'· 
rrhis year there was nothing. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULT<.:RE: You have 
already made a song about that. \Vhy whine 
about it any more'! 

Mr. J\IORGAN: The Agricultural Depart­
ment's E::timates, the most important, in his 
opinion, next to the Lands Department Esti­
mates, w,•rc being rushed through, whilst they 
had spc nt two or three days in discus»~ng the 
Educuticn Department Estin1atcs, lJccause 
thne hac! been an arrangement. 

The SECllETARY FOR AGRIC'ULTUHE: Vi'hnt do 
you ,,,ant to know? 

"Ir. MORGAC\1": He wanted a, lot of infor· 
mation t1wt the Minister had deliberately 
cut out) bccau~e the Tre-~surer \Yas in.-:,htirlg 
that tho Yote should go through. It was the 
old farmer ,-ho had to suffer all the time. 
In th:!t Hons<" lw WliS tho la;;t man to be 
<'On.<idc-red, but at election time he was called 
tlw backbone of the country. llere w;s the 
A "ricnltural Department, which had a! ways 
b0en the Cinderella of the departments, and 
tbey could not find time to discuss it, although 
th(':'>~ \YC're c1PpPnding 'vhol17 and solely on 
their prin1ary ii'.:us1ric :, 

:\Ir. \Yrm: \Vhy do you not go to the 
pictures·: 

:\lr. 1IORGAN: The hon. mombor was 
always ht the pjcturcs. Tl10y sa\V Charlie 
Ch::plin every tj1nc thev \YCnt. _\nd anyhow, 
he thou,.-ht ho was just as regular in his 
·ttencl:'n u as the 1HHL lllUnber~ a.11d put 
more "ork in than hf' did. He wa,; looking 
:tftor u diff-_ rent Sf·ction of the coinn1unitv. 
B_(~ ,1s looking after the 1nain ·,, __ ,,·tion of the 
coJniTilL it-.-. the nnn y,;ho ·,, Pnt into the bu.-h 
and stru.i:~:L,d lO nudce a }iyinS'. That \vas 
tit· nm01 ·ho hac! nt'\'f'l' received thr· con· 
··id•rntion he should p;et from the H-Ju e. He 
nbjocted ycry i.tron;:rly to what had happe,wd 
that night. 

The 8ECRDl'ARY FOU AGRW'CLTCRF.: 
ITe thought t.~10 hon. 1non1ber \",7 as not justi~ 
ftc'cl in hurling- •uch a tirade of '"bn-0 ahr.ut 
the ,·ay in which he had hl''n treated and the 
way the man on the la.nd hc\d been treated. 
'I hcv had eturt'- cl the fird item in that 
d<>partment at twenty-five mi,mtcs past 10 
o'clock le't night, and contimted at half-past 
3 or thereaboub to-dav and r cntinucd till 
''bout 10 o'clo,"k on one 'itc:n. Hon. members 
had ranged ewer the whole scope of the dis· 
rn• '~ion-ti~!..;-s nnd blo\vflv and bears and 
opo::. 'U11S. ;tnd florf1 1-1nd 'faur_:::t. The hon. 
menbr him,cif talked about a]mo"t everY­
thing under tlto sun. He thou£·ht hon. mem­
b 'r~ had no cau:c t(J con1plc.iu about having 
th,,ir er :cchcs c·urthiied. 

Quc,lion put and pa ,,ed. 

DEPART>IE~T OF MINES. 

CHIEF OFFICE. 

The TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 
('hil'ar;oe) moved-That £10.878 be g-ranted 
for "Department of Mines-Chief Office." 
The vote last year was £9,038. The altera­
tion was made up largely of increases in 
postages and telegrams and railway fares 
and freights, brought about by the inspections 
on various mining fields. 

Hon. E. G. Theodore.l 
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Colonel RAN KIN : He was under the 
impression that when they finished the 
Estimates of the Department of Agriculture 
they were going on with the Cane Prices 
Bill, which they were very anxious to see 
returned to the Council. Insteaed of that, 
they were starting with another set of Esti­
mates. It seemed that there had been some 
misundeutanding. 

:Mr. 'i\"J)lSTAXLEY: No misunderstanding. 
The arrangement was that the Mines Esti­
mate; should be through by half-past 10. 

Hon. J. TOL1IIE: That is so; but I think 
you might leave them till to-morrow. 

The TREASURER: He would agree, if it 
'·'"ere understood that they would not take 
long over them to-morrow. 

The House resumed. The CHAIR11AN re­
pm·t.~d progress and asked lo~ve to sit again. 
The Committee obtained leave to sit again 
to-rnorrow. 

REGL"LATION OF SUGAR CA::"'"E PRICES 
ACT AMEND::\1ENT BILL. 

CouxciL's A1mNDMENTS. 

The S:CCRETARY FOR AGRICULTL.JRE: 
::'vir. Spe:1ker, I beg to move-That you do 
now leave the chair. 

CJlon-•1 R"\:'\KL'\ : ?.Ir. Spoaker,-Defnro 
vou leave the chair I should like to make 
one or two remarks with a view to faeilihting 
the piL' ~go of this measure, if it be possible. 
The hour is late and the period in the 
session i;;; Ycry late, and it occurred to 1ne 
that as there are several amendments >Yhich 
I understand the Minister is not prepared 
to accept--

The SPEAKER: Order ! The hon. mem­
bC'r C111l10t anticipate bu .iue·..:,s in r1at \Yay. 

Co'o'l''' IL\XKIN : \Yhich there is a possi· 
bilit0• the Minister may not accept. I was 
going to suggest the dv;irableness of the 
appointment of managers by both Houses to 
go into the matter, and, if possible, come to 
a decision. 

Tho TRE1SC:RER: It will probably facilitate 
it more if the Bill is returned to the Council 
and dealt with there. 

Colonel RANKIN : When the Bill was 
bdore us last year the Minister pointed out 
that the rea'-< n for dropping the Bill w,; that 
cert,in important amendments which were 
c' -entia! to the carrying out of the principal 
Act had been so amended by another place 
that the Bill was practically valueless. The 
particul -,r matters which the hon. member 
d•''·:ribed L·st time do not appear in the 
di agT• emcnt betw< ·n the two Houses this 
tim~. I am now referrin!!; to a circular >vhich 
was issued hy the Minister. 

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem­
ber is not in order in discussing, at this stage, 
subject-matter -rhich it is proposed to con­
sider in Committee. 

Colonel RAXKIN: I am not discm ing • 
the Bill at all. I :;m offering r:ertain reasons 
why it is inadvisable that you should leave 
the chair at present. The Minister i"sued 
a c, rtnin eir-_ n 1at· in the beginning of the 
yc•.r. in ,,Yhich he ·!!0t out the various mat-
l 1 ~,; li +1

10 Lippcr Ho·l~·e had dis~ 
agreed -.~vith thi~ Hou~e, and vvhich he con­
sidered usential for the proper working of 
the Bill. I think v.<' are all d<?sirous that 
th•· Bill should be passed at the earliest pos­
sible moment. and I am suggesting that we 
should appoint managers for both Houses 
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with a view to meet the difficulties which 
ha Ye arisen in connection with the Bill. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
I have no desire to prolong the discussion, 
but I cannot accept the suggestion of the 
honourable member, because we have. already 
tried it and found that it did not work. 

Question put and passed. 

CO~!MITTEE. 

(Jf r. n, rtr 'm' J[arer:, in the chair.) 
On cluu:::e 3-" ~·lli!fTUlm,-nt of.::·ccf,~on 4 "­

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
moved-That the Council's amendment on 
line 21 be agreed to. 

Question put and passed. 
On clause 4-" A.rnenclment of section 5 "­
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 

\Yith regard to the amendment on lines 18 
to 39, he could not accept the amendment, 
because it mig·ht be necessary in emergent 
r~ -:p- to h;}YC' this power. Yv'lwre .,,ugar-cane 
became damaged, whether by frost or any­
thing else, it should receive proper tre":t­
mcnt, and if it should happen that one m1ll 
''as a !re adv dealing with a large quantity 
of cane and was fully employed, means were 
proYidecl for sending that cane to some other 
mill. The refor0, lw "wyec1--That th,. Com­
mittee disr,grec »·ith the amendment. 

:\Ir. S\VAY::-.JE: Suppose that the mill to 
·-·.-hich the co_no did not r-eally belong and 
to which the cc~no \\"as sent under this pro­
Yieio 1 had alrc.dy as much cane belonging 
t J it' cwn area as it could cope with, how 
could th·y compel that mill to take the 
other cane? 

The SE· RBT''lY FOR ~GRICn,TURE: If it can­
not cope• ,-ith the can0 it will not be asked 
to rl0 ~n" 

Colonel RANKIX: He did not think this 
pnn·i,ion, with the exception of the. second 
part. was of apy great imp?rtance, beca':se 
the matter it rderr0d to cou,d be dealt w1th 
>vithout 0mbodving it in the Dill. With 
Tegar.d to the lattor part of the clause, wJ:lich 
providccl that the Centr~l Boar(\ m1ght 
assio-n land to another m1ll or brmg new 
Jancl into the mill area, that was an im­
portant matter. He chonld like to have a 
provision insmted whereby the owner of the 
land should have a voice in the matter, and 
Lot lea YC it entirelv to the Central Board. 

The SECRETARY FOR. AGRICFLTURE: You must 
r• -lise that it is the owner who will ask for it. 

Colonel RA::\'KIX: Not necessarily. It 
mi,.ht be the miller who aske-d for it. 
Ho7, ever. he did not think the matter was 
suC'h an important ono that they need fight 
very much over it. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGIUCULTURE : 
Thnv had alroadv 0xprricncrd what was 
pccc;,, ar··.- in this ·i: ,,·ard. "When th-' South 
Johmtonc :\Iill started it had to deal with 
onlv abont 50.008 tons of c me, and th--y had 
no ·l·oaro1 there for tho rr·ason that they could 
.-,ni" c t blish a board by getting gro";c·rs 
,, 1 o suppli< d cane to apply for the formation 
of a bcJard. That wc.s "" e•:am·plo of the 
ncN ;ih· for thi;. pown. At Inkerman, "·here 
the 1r·ill arret was defined on the basis 
of the preceding year. which was the system, 
the area included a lot of pioneers' farms, 
because it ,_.a.' thought that the pioneers 
y·cre not going to plant cane, but this year 
the Inkerrnan Mill ,-.as crushing- and was 
not abk to cope with the C'tne supplied. 
There would probably be about 50,000 tons 
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of cane left over on account of the failure 
of the b'lard to make a reallotment of the 
area. From th,·sc facts ib would be. seen 
that the provioion was absolutely necessary. 

Question put and passed. 
On clause 6--" Oheck che11Lists " 4

·-

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
moved-That the Counc·il\> amendment on 
lines 29 and 30 be agreed to. 

Question put and passed. 

Th·. SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
moved·-That the C.mnr•il'e amendment on 
lines 39 and 40 l::e agreed to. 

Quc·ction put and passed. 
On the motion of the SECRETARY FOR 

AGRICULTURE. the Council's amenrlmcnt, 
on page 6, linr' 20 to 2o, and on lines eA to 
42 vver-o agr:~,ed to. 

TI1e SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
rnovcd--That the Councir~~ ainend1ncnt on 
lines 43 to 56 be di: agreed to, because the 
,>mr n·rlmcnt did not provide that both parties 
ehould have the 1ight of appeal from the 
C"ntral Boa:d, but only the millowncrs, and 
he v. as r?t m favouy of allowing an appeal 
by the m1llowners without granting the same 
right to the grower;;. . 

Colonel RAKKIX : \Yhy not give the same 
right to the grower? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTUHE: 
He had prcwo.rcd the message, and he dis­
agreed to the amendment because it did 
not provide both parties w;th a ri"'ht of 
appeaL The Council had shown a de~ire to 
meet the Asserr·blv in a manner which he 
keenly appreciated, and he thought they 
would agree to accept his disagreement with 
the amendment. 

ColonPI RANKIN: An amendment might 
be mnd0 by addinO' the word "grower" 
after t~e \Y<?rd "O"\Yll

0

er," on: line 39, so a'3 to 
make 1t fan to both partres. He did not 
know whether the Minister would accept that 
'"11endment here, or accept an amendment 
from another place on the same line'. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICUTURE 
thoug:ht it. would be wi~cr to let the thing 
rcn1a1n as 1t \Va~, as next year it would pro~ 
ba bly be r:'. ,;essarv to introduce a consoli­
datit:Jg mco.sure, when they might be abl~ to 
put m se>er ,] n:·1nor amcndm'onts which were 
needed. 

Quection put and passed. 

On clause 7-" A.rnendrncnt of section 7 "­
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 

r~JOV<Yl-That the Council's amPndment on 
1mb 8 to 16 be disagreed to. This wa.' the 
"""Y crux of the whole nwasure. The mem­
l~ers of 7lw L"pper .House dP,ired to open the 
aoor for the partws to contract themselves 
o(ltsid<; the BilL It would alter the policy of 
Lw Bill altog2ther. He referred to section 
15 of the principal Act in support of this 
contentwn. 

Colonel RANKIN said the object of the 
amendmc'nt of the Council was simply to con­
fer on. aPv number of growers the right to 
cnbr mto an agreement with the mill for 
~ t?1:m of yearo,, \vithout in any way pre­
J udicJally affectmg . the rights of any 
other growers supplymg cane to the same 
mill. Kobody would oppose more strongly 
than hm1self any proposal that the majority 
of ~he growers sho.uld be able to impose con­
dJtiOl!s a.s to pnce upon a minority by 
entermg mto a':! agreement, but this merely 
soul!"ht to permit any n.umber of growers to 
maRe an agreement w1th the miller for a 

period of Y''ars. The whole object of this 
legislation was merely to secure the grower 
of cane ac-ainst any injustice at the hands of 
the miller. He regretted that the Minister 
< ould not see his way to accept the amend­
nwnt, but it was not of sufficient importance 
to justify the loss of the Bill, which contained 
so much good, and, as the Ministr·r had 
point.?c! out, a consolidating measure might 
be introcluccd next year. 

Mr. FOLEY asked, if any grmYers made 
a:1 agrccincnt with a miller, would they be 
able to comP under the award if one were 
made later on? 

The SECRET.IRY FOR AGRICULTURE: No. 

Mr. FOLEY pointed out th,'tt the growers 
in his district were asked to make an agree­
me,;t to supply their cane to Jl.1r. Drysdale's 
mill for the next five years. The miller 

\YOtdrl fix the priu•, and if they 
[llp.m.] entered into the agreement they 

cOuld not come under tL: a·ward. 
He hoped the ~\Iinister would not accept the 
amr ndtucmt of the Council. 

The SECRE'I'ARY FOR AGRICULTuRE' 
said he had no intention of accepting the 
amecJdmcnt. He called the attention of the 
hcdl. rncmbcr for Burrurn to tho "\VOI"ds "No 
local board shall Le or be deemed to bo 
ccmstituted or have juri~.diction with respect 
to such cancgro\ver~." It was contracting 
themsch-cs out uf < h0 ~~et and was at. a eking 
the Bill at its very foundation. A large 
number of growers were under obligations 
to the Colonial Sw:ar Refining Company and 
other miller·, aP·J they would have to 0nter 
into an ngrccment whether they liked it or 
not. 'The Colonial Sugar Refining Company 
would cntc·r into agreements with the growers 
for b; o years. and make other grower a 
jealous oo that they would want to enter 
into a(irccments and thm kill the Bill. For 
that reason he could not acc~pt the amend­
nwnt. 

Question put and pa,scd. 
On clause 8-" Am~·ndmcnt oj section 9 "­
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 

moved that the Council's amendment be 
ag12ed to. 

Mr. SWAY:"JE was pleased that the Minis­
ter had accepted the amendment. He took 
<'Xception to the rem:,rks m :<O' about the 
U nic,-..d Canc?growers Af ;,oeiation whc·n th·~ 
rlaus'' was going through another plar~. 
The members o£ that bodv were bona fide 
cancg-ro\Yers. and its officiU1s 'vcre lll('ll who 
had \\'or ked. hard for the farmers. 

Question put anrl passcrl. 

On clause 10-" Amendment of section 10"­
The SECRETARY FOR .\GRICULTDRE 

moved that the Council's amf'ndment be 
disagreed to, but offered to ,,ubstitute 
"eighty" for "seventy-five." The Council 
inesrted the words " not exceeding seventy­
five per cent. of the f'stimated value of such 
sugar·canr." and he was willing to accept 
80 per cent. 

Question put and passed. 
On the motion of the SECRETARY FOR 

AGIUCL.:LTL.:RE, the Council's amendments 
in clause 12 were agreed to. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
moved-That the Committee ·disagree to the 
amendment of the Legislative Council on 
clause 16, linr 15 to 19. When the Bill was 
passed through that House, it was intended to 
overcome some cumbersome provisions in 

Hon.· W. Lennon.} 
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ihc principal Act. The other"pla_c": had,se~n 
fi;; to strike out the word Munster m 
several places. He felt Eatisfied, from what• 
ha had seen of the attitude of the Council 
!at •ly, that when they referred that back 
to them tlH'V would accept it as far as that• 
disagreement \vas concerned. 

Question put and passed. 
The remaining amendments of the Council 

were agreed to. 
'l'he Hou:Je resumed. The CHAIR~IAN re­

ported that the Com'rr·itteo had agreed to 
certain amendments of tho Legislative 
Council, disagreed to other", and proposed 
further amecndment·· 

The Bill was ordered to be returned to the 
Legislative Council with the following 
n1c"'·"'ago :-

"::\h. President,-
" The Le~islativc Assembly, having had 

under consider •,tion the Legislative Coun­
cil's amendments in the R'egulation of 
Sugar Cane Price·, Act Arnendme,nt Bill, 
b~g now to intimate that they-

" Di'~8 ~reo to the amend1nent in clause 
4, lines 18 to 27-because it may be neces­
:<tr. · in ernerq-nt cas~s to have such 
po\\·er. 

"Di"ag1.·oe to the amendment, lines 28 
to 39-becan e cir··urrstances have shown 
the 11(~.,_c~sity of this provision-as, for 
in,_b:lPce, the case of tht' Inkerm'an CJ.nc­
growe:.·s cluriPU' the pr23ent sra::on; al~o, 
prrsons gro\ving cane for the firFt t;n1e, 
or who haYc rot been previously allotted 
to anv mill. Further, where a mill 
cea·.£s ·operations before all allotted cane 
has bc0n deli'.·ercd. 

" Disagree to that portion of the addi­
tion to clause 6. conhined in lines 43 to 
56, pni','B 6-b•c,use the amendment does 
not proYidc buh parties with the nght 
of appeal. 

" Di agree to the addition to cla,1se 7. 
lines 8 to 16-hccaF<e the proposal is con­
L·ary to the' policv e>f the Act, vide sw·tion 
15 of the Principal _\et. 

"Disa?rf'e to thP rn1e~ndn1ent in clause 
12. pa12;e~l0, lines 52 and f~. bnt offer to 
substitute th' word 'eighty' for the 
~J. 0nls 'Rf'Vf'nty-five' on li:·- 52. 

" In which ~nbstitutioP thc7 invite the 
concurrence of the Legielat.ive Council. 

"Dis:~g-rc-e to the amenclm0nt on page 
11, lines 19 to 24, but offer to substitute 
the 1vord 'f'i'!;htv ~ for the \Vonh 's0venty­
fiv-e' on lin•: 22. 

" In whic1J snl titution t h~v invite the 
cc,nrurrcnco r.f t11u Legislath~e Council. 

"Disagr0c io the amendn1cnts jn clause 
16- he~ Rll~A the 1lr>Pd'ncnt prnpo<;:'er1 \vas 
dn-sia;ned to OYf'rc•omc a cuml'f'1 ome pro­
vision of th,, principal Act; and 

" Agree to all othm· amendmc•nts in th<l 
B;n. 

" \V. ::\IcComrACK, 
"Snrak{'-· 

" Legislative A'sembl:v Chamber, . 
"Brishane. 29th :\ovember, 1917." 

STATE IlW:'\ AC\'D STEEL WORKS BILL 
MEsswE FROM CouNCIL. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of 
a message from the Legislative Council re· 
turning this Bill with amendments. ' 

The consideration of the Council's message 
was made an Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

The Honse adjourned at twenty minute'• 
nftPr 11 o'elock p.m. 

[Hon. W. Letznon. 




