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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

The PRESIDEXT (Hon. \Y. Hamilton) took 
the chair at half-past 2 o'clock. 

PARLIAMEXTARY BILLS REFEREX­
DU:\1 ACT. 

Srmnssro;,; OF CorNCIL's A11IEXD:>IEXTS rx 
REFEREXDl;}I. 

Hox. P. J. LEAHY: I beg to move, 
without notice-

" 1. That, in the terms of section 4 of 
the Par!iamcntarv Dill • Rcft•n•nclum Act 
of 1908, the Legi;lative Council formallv 
request that, in thP cnse or cases of an;, 
Bill or BilL which dnring the presen't 
session of Par!iam nt may, under the 
provisions of the c-1id Act. have been 
'lost,' and which ma·; hereafter be -ub­
mitted b·· referendm11-.to the electors. the 
Home Secretar~- shall eau e to be pub­
lished in the ' Gazette,' together with the 
Bill or Bills, such amendment• thereto 
as in each case mav haYe been m,_~de bv 
the Lcgislati 1·e Cm.incil. · 

" 2. Thct a copy of the foregoing 
reeolution be forwarded bv the Clerk of 
the Council to the Home 'secretary." 

I may say that this motion is similar to 
motions proposed by myself on previous 
occasions in f'onnPction with Bills that have 
been declared " lost." 

Question put and pa•sed. 

MOU:\'T MOLLOY RAILWAY 
EXTE:\'SION. 

PLANS, ETC., RECEIYED FRQ}I ~\SSE}IBLY. 

The PRESIDEXT announc d the receipt 
of a messr-.ge from the A'sembly forwarding 
for the approy 11 of the Council the plan, 
section, and book of reference of this rail­
way. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES moved-

" 1. That tho plan, section, and book 
of referenc0 of the proposed railway 
extension of the :Mount Molloy Branch, 
in length 8 miles, be referred to a Select 
Committee. 

"2. That such committee have power 
to send for persons and papers, and leave 
to sic during any adjournment of the 
Council, and that it consist of the follow­
ing members. Yiz. :-:\Ir. Leahy, Mr. 
N<"vitt, Mr. Hodel, Mr. Pumell, and the 
mover." 

Question put and passed. 

!
TATE PRODL"CE AGE:\TCY BILL. 

' MESSAGE FROM AssEoiBLY, :1\o. 1. 

e PRESIDEXT announced the receipt 
hom the Assembly of the following mes­
sage:-

"Mr. President,-
" 'fhe Legislative Assembly having had 

under consideration the rneooage of the 

Hon. W. Ham.1:ltor,.} 
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Legislative Council, of date 14th l\'ovem­
ber, relative to the State Produc'' Agency 
Bill, beg now to intimate that they-

" Do not insist upon their disagreement 
to the amendments in clause 2, page 2, 
lines 5 to 12. contingent upon the Legis­
lative, Council being willing to accept the 
following amendment, viz.:-

" After the word ' eggs' on line 5, 
page 2, inHrt the vords 'bran, pollard, 
linsP"d and the prod nets thereof, rice 
and the products thereof, rubber, sisal 
hemp, copra, cocoanuts, oilcake, nuts, 
bird-seed, seeds, honey, beeswax, lime, 
artificial nElnures.' 

" In ":hich further amendment theY 
invite the concurrence of the Legislative 
Council, and 

" Do not insist upon their disagreement 
to the other amendments in the Bill upon 
which the Legislative Council have in­
Eisted. 

" In now accepting these amendments, 
the Legislative Assembly desire respect­
fully to acsert their strong belief that 
the amendments me.'erialh- affect the use­
fnlnoss of the measure, ... and seriously 
restrict the possibility of its due adminis­
tration. 

"::\evertheless, it being desirable that 
the principle of a Sta tc> produce agency 
?hol'ld bP established, they are willing 
to give the Bill, in its restricted form, 
a fair tri"l. in the hope that the Le;risla­
ti\"e Council V'ill, in the future, a'-sist in 
remedying ddects which, it is feared, 
will dif!e>lo5e ,.thP.ITI50lves at an early 
period of its administration. 

" \Y. ::\IcComiACK, 
"Speaker. 

"Legislative A'sembly Chamber, 
"Brisbane, 26th :1\ovember, 1917." 

The SECRETARY FOR MI~ES: I beg 
to move-That thP message be taken into 
consideration in Committee forthwith. It 
will facilitate business if we take the Bill 
now, a'' most of the omendments have been 
accepted by the Assembly. 

Ho::-::. E. W. H. FO\VLES: I do not want 
to delay the Council for one minute, but l 
believe the Hon. ::.\Ir. Thvnne is ill this 
afternoon, and '" most of ·the amendments 
arc in his name, I would not like th" Bill 
to be taken in his abs<'nce. 

The SECRETARY FOR 2\liXES: Thcv have all 
b€en accepted by the Assembly. · 

Ho~. E. W. H. FOWLES: I have no 
objection to taking the Bill into considera­
tion forth,dth if they have been accepted. 

Question put and passed. 

CO~SIDERATION CF 1\IESSAGE I~ 0mr:.IITT1 

(Hon. 1V. F. Taylor in tlu chair.) 

Clause 2-" lnterzn·etation"-(Definition of 
" Produce")-

Thc SECRETARY FOR MINES moved-
" That the Committee agree to the 

further amendme'1t prOJlOKed by the 
Le,;iclatiyc A,,;embly in dame 2, page 2, 
lint_~ 5, '.fter the 1vord '£1gg~,' to insert the 
word~-· 1,·an, pollard, Jins0ed and the 
products thereof, rice and the products 
thereof, rubber, sis,•ll hemp, copra, 

[Hon. W, Hamilton. 

cocoanut~,, oilcakc, nuts, bird-seed, seeds,. 
honey, bees\vax, lin1e, artificial 1nanures." 

The amendn.cnt was con si .tcnc with the 
opinions expressed hv hon. members when 
the Bill was before· them on a previous 
occasion. The Hon. ::\Ir. Leahv, tlw Hon. 
Mr. Fov;les, and others sug·gested that, if 
the Government would enumerate the articles 
they desired to deal with u'nder the Bill, it 
would be acceptable to them. The Assembly 
had agreed to all the other amendments 
made by the Council, so he thought lion. 
members might accept the Assembly's 
amendment. 

Ho~. E. W. H. FOIVLES : Did the amend­
ment leave in the "·ords "·hich the Council 
complained ::.bout before :-

" and anv ether article or clas' of articles 
which the Gov,,·nor in Council by Order 
in Council m"lv from time to time de­
clare to be produce for the purposes of 
this Act?" 

The SECRETARY FOR ::\II::\'ES : No. 
The word " any" was omitted, and the word 
'' no., inserted in its place. 

Hon. T. J. O'SHEA: \Vill vou read the 
definition of " Produce" as it \vill be if this 
amendn10nt is 1nadt,? 

The SECRETARY FOR ::\ID:ES: The 
·definition v;ould rea-d-

,, Produc~:-"-Cerer~Is, grain, vegetables, 
potMoe'' and othe1· edible roots and 
tnber', fruit, hay ond chaff, and all dairy 
prnduce: t\;e term includes live or dead 
poultry and· game, and eggs, bran, pol­
lard, linseed and the products thereof, 
ric·e and the products thereof, rubber, 
sisal hemp~ copra, cocoanuts, oilcake, 
nnts, bird-s~ed, see eh, honey, beesvv-ax, 
lime, artificial manm·c,s, and no other 
article or class of articles, but the Go­
vcrcJor in Council bv Orckr in Council 
may from time to time, upon the passing 
of a resolution bv both Houses of Par­
liament apc1roYing of the inr:lusion. of 
anv other article or class of artldes Wlth­
in ·the term ' produce' as defined by this 
Act. declare such other article or class 
of artid"' to be produce for the pur-
poses of this Act.'' · 

Hox. I'. J. LEAHY: He was not opposing 
the ::\1inister at all, but 'till, it struck him 
as r.1thrr peculiar that lime should be in­
cluded cunongst the products Inentioned. The 
Bill wns su;>po·<>d to be a Bill for the pu_r­
pose cf selling farmers' produce. He chd 
not kno1v tllat lin1c \Yas a :arn1tr's product. 
rTCPre ,,-ere sever~'l_l other things n1cntioned 
1vhich could not be called farmers' products. 
F.:n· instance, there y•;erc bran and pollard. 
He was glad that the Government had been 
vvise enough for once to adopt the sugges­
tions mad~ by hon. members. 

The SECRETARY FOR 1IIXES: Perhaps 
the prr>:c~nt \Va, an opportune tinH:- to ex­
plain the reason for inc~udin~ lime. The 
Secr<'t.lrv for _\kriculture intended to supply 
farmer "with lhne; sugar-gro\V.:_'l'S particu­
larh~ required it. Thcv had ~on1e very fin0 
·rlep0F1t:s in Quecnslard, .. and it "\Yas intende:J 
tlwt the department s]·,ould, v.t the exper:ch­
ture of about £500, h~.ve a snail tr \Wllmg 
piant that would crush the lime and suppl:r 
1t to the hrmer as ferti!ic.er. !H<'ar, hear!) 

Hon. T .. J. 0' SHEA: Will you £Xplain re­
garding rubber? 
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The SECRETARY FOR };fiXES: He did 
not know anythin~ about rubber. (Laughter.) 

Quc,tion put and passed. 

The Council re,umed. The CHAill:UAX re­
~oJ·tcd that the Committc:e had agreed to 
tno fuyther amendment propose-d by the As­
sembly, and the report was adopted. 

The Bill was ordd·ed to be returned to the 
Assembly with the following message:-

'~ 1lr. Speaker,-
" The Le.gislat~ve Council having had 

nnder con 1dcrahon the messa"'e of the 
Legislative As··' mblv of date 

0

26th Xo­
vembcr, relative to' the State Prod~uce 
. -\.ge:1ey Bill, beg now to intimate that 
thev-

".Agree to the further amendment 
proposed by the Legislative Assembly in 
clause 2, page 2, line 5." 

PAPER. 

The following paper was laid on the table 
and ordcn•d to be printed:-

The Venereal Diseases Regulations of 1917. 

St:SPEXSIO~ OF STAXDIXG RCLES 
AXD ORDERS. 

REGcLATIOX OF ScGAll CA;.;E PmcEs AcT 
A:VEXD)IEXT BILL. 

. 'Iho SECRETARY FOR :mxES, in mov­
Jng-

" That so much of the Standing Rules 
a'!d Order' be suspended as would other­
~•yc pre~lude the pae'iinfi of the Re;;ula­
c~on of 1'lugar Cane Pnces Act Amend­
'}Jent Bill through all its remaining stage' 
111 one day," 

st•icl: .:\.Iy object in moving the motion is to 
facilitut~ the business of the House. (Hear, 
hear!) 

Question put aEd passed. 

CLOSER SETTLEMEXT ACT A.:\.1END­
.:\.1EXT BILL. 

THIRD Rl'ADic;rG. 
The SECRETARY FOR YIINES moved­

Tint the Bill be now read a third time. 
~ox. P. J. LE~\HY: I mentioned some­

thl!1g about sonw. possible point of order 
\Vlth regard to this measure a day or two 
ago. I think the matter is still debatable 
but a, it is not of much importance I ,d~ 
n<ct intend to press it. 

Ho;.;. E. \Y. H. FO\YLES: In this matter 
it is purely the Government's own mistake 
i£ there be a mistake at all, and .,.,,e hav~ 
done our dl!ty in pointing '"t the possibilitv 
of error. I£ I might clo it without bein~· 
~alkd to order. I might point out that ther'.', 
IS already a Bill coming up to amend the 
Clermont Flood Relief ),.et. \Ye pointed out 
last yur that _there w.as a possibility of 
Cl'l'or, and here IS the Bill coming up. Also 
l&st ses,. iou there was a Bill to ··mend the 
Factories and Shop.s ... :\.C't~ and ·we pointed 
out the p~~ibility of errC?r 'in regard to that, 
but the uovcrmnent. stubbornlv and one­
eyedly, went on with the programine. and then 
had to come along with an amending Bill. 

Hon. R. SniXEll: A pity you do not amend 
your own ways. 

Ho". E. W. H. FO\YLES: The Govern­
ment might show an example in that mntter. 
It would be refre-,hing and unique. How­
ever, thA Government have had this pointed 
oui to them, and if they bring in an amend­
ing measure next year, no doubt the Council 
v;ill do its duty with regard to it. 

Qm· tion put and passed. 
The BiJl was pao,ed, and ordered to be 

returnPd to the Assembly by message in the 
u~ual form. 

[3 p.m.l 

REGULATIO~ OF SUGAR CAC\IE PRICES, 
ACT AMENDME~T BILL . 
REsu~rPTroc;r oF Co~rii!ITTEE. 

(Hon. 1V. F. Taylor in the chair.) 

On clause 12-" A. m cmlment of section 12 " 
-on which :\Jr. Fowles had moved by way of 
amendment that on page 11, line 27, there 
be inserted thf' following words:-

" The Minister shall pay to Ghe owner 
of such n1ill, works, lands, buildings, and 
other property of whatsoever descript1on 
so seized a sum equal to 8 per centum 
interest and 4 per centum by way of 
depreciation on 'the capital value thereof, 
and shall after the conclusion of the sea­
son pa~· and reimburse the owner all 
costs, charges, and expenses incurred or 
rendered nece,sary for the purpose of 
oeerhanling or 1naintaining or repairing 
such mill, works, buildings, plant, tram­
\rays, machinery, equipment, goods, and 
chattels whatsoever so seized as afore­
said, in order to place and reinstate the 
same in as good a stata of condition and 
repair and efficiency as the same were 
in before being so seized." 

Question 'hted-Th,,t the >cords proposed 
to be inserted be so inserted. 

Hox. E. \V. H. FOWLES: He would sug­
ge:it to the Minister the advisability of post­
poning this item on the programme till 
about 3.30 p.m. It would expedite busin<ess 
to do so, and they could have one or two 
second readings between then !tlid half-past 3 . 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : If it 
would meet the convenience of the Com­
mittee he was quite willing to agree to the 
suq-gestion. Hon. members considered his 
convenience at times, and if it would 
facilitate bu,iness he vvould act upon the sug­
gc·,tion of the hon. member. Ho moved­
That the Ch,~:jrman leave the chail·, report 
progress, ,end ask leave to sit again. 

Question put and passed. 
The Council resumed. The CHAIR~IAN re­

ported progre%, and the Committee obtained 
leave to sit again at a later hour CJf the 
sitting. ' 

CHILLAGOE AXD ETHERIDGE 
RAILWAYS BILL. 

SECOXD READING. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIXES: Hon. 
members will remember that this Bill was 
under eonsiderr.tion previously. 

Hon. P. J. LE.mY: ~\. somewhat similar 
Bill-not ~his Bill. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Yes, a. 
somewhat eimilar Bill; thc;re is a difference· 
between the t·.vo measure•'· and I v:ill point 
out that difference. The previous Bill 

Hon. A. J. Jones.] 
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proposed to ratify a provisional agreement 
between the Queensland Government and thE' 
trustees of the Chillagoe debentures. The 

·Company were opposed to the measure; and 
the 1!1-oratoriull_l r<:gniations wPre oppo:rtunel·y 
publisher', makmg th<! proposed action of the 
trustees impo,7 oible without the leave of the 
court. The House is now asked to ratify 
-t·;\'0 agr_eemcnts, one of which has for its 
srgna tones the trustees of the Chillagoe 

<1Pbcntures, the Etheridge debenture trustee 
the four Chilk;goe companies and the liquida~ 
tor of the Clullagoe Companv Limited and 
t~e S:'cretary fo~ Railways;" and the 'other 
o; "·hwh has .fo~ Its signatories the Chillagoe 
Compam· Limited and the Treasurer of 
Queemla_nd. All the parties concerned have 
no\\- arnved at an agree1nent. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORX: Except the 
unfortuna.to taxpayer. 

The SE!JRETARY FOR MINES: The 
Qucemlan.ct Government is r0\1rescnting the 
taxP,~Y. r mthi~ ag:eem:nt. The hon. gentle­
J·tan' mterJectwn I' qurte out of place. The 
·9neE•n· hnd Gon•rnment, as far as this Bill 
Is C'OnccriH'!d, is represf'nt:ing the people, \Vho 
a,re. th0 taxpa.ycrs. The concurrence of the 
Clullagoe Company. which we did not have 
bdor~, removes one grou'nd tha.t might for­
merly have been taken for oppo ing the 
Jneaf:ure. 

Hon. G. S. Cc:nns: Are they agreeable 
now? 

'Th2 SECRBTARY FOR MI:c\'ES :<Ill Yos, 
the debenture holders and the countrv. 

lien. G. S. CrnTIS: I mean th~ mort­
gagor~. 

'I'ho i'?l~CRETARY FOR MINES: Yes, 
~ll pa~tl :·~ are now agreeable, as the agree­
Inent Inchcatcs. 

Hon. E.. \V. H. FowLES: Could we have 
the full history of the -quecze? 

'rhe. SECRETARY FOR :\liKES: If at 
any tmw anyone had any shadow of sus­
picion that the. companies were being 
('JlJll'Pssed or unfan·ly treated, that susnicion 
1s rcmo,·cd. Be;sides the difference of pin·ties, 
there u a fhffercnce in the terms of the 
pr:'S<·:;t agr.:cLtc;rt. Instead of taking over 
the C;mll<J..goe mmes and railways subject to 
the ~thcnd~·e dc):>entureo. for £450,000 cash, 
the <c<overnment Is now agreeing to take all 
!he a ·set freed and dischar;cd from all 
mcttnlbi:ancE •. and to pay to the vendors 
£1,00~ m cash and. £475,000 in 4~ per cent. 
dt·bcn,tues bearmg mtPrest from l·t January, 
1917. and frco of all Queensland taxes and 
b pay to the Etheridge debenture' t;ustee 
on ht ::\larch, 1921. the principal mm payable 
und:r thes.e ~!ebcntnre~, not exceeding 
£22t>.OOO, With mtcn -t at 4~ per cent. per 
annum. pa~·able half-c·early. The companies 
~re fOl'thwith to d1sclu!rge their liabilitv in 

rrspeet <;_f the Einaslei.,h debentures, £25;ooo. 
The £LL'00 put down is intended to cover the 
legal and other professional costs incurred by 
thC' Y(-pdcr,, in arriYin::-' at the a1.:·rcenwnt. 
';[he b1g afh-an~age to 'the Stato i'n paying 
111 dcbontun'c mst~ad of cash is apparent 
<:>nough to hon. members at a time like this 
and that point need not be debated. Hon: 
members will fee in the first sd1edule to the 
agrcc·ment what the Government is getting 
!'nd ":ill be 3;ble to appreciate the excellent 
•bargam that 1s being made on behalf of the 
State. The Secretan- for Railwavs esti­
mated that the rails alone on the Chil!agoe 
and Etheridge lines a.re worth £300.000. I 
·wenture the opinion that that is a very 

(Hon. A. J. Jones. 

moderate estimate. I suppose that estimate 
is based on the pre-war price of steel rails. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORX: They would 
not be worth much if you had to take them up. 

The SECRETARY FOR 1:IIl\IES: Thev 
would be ;c:orth a great deal if you had to 
take them up. This line is part of a •trunk 
linP that will be of very great advantage 
some dav to the State. The Commissioner 
for Raihvays estimated last year that it would 
co~t £498,902 to build a similar line. The 
Chillagoe Company in their last balance­
shoot valued the Chillagoe Railway (110 
miles) at £335,000, and the Etheridge .Rail­
way (145 miles) at £463.000, and their total 
ascets at about £1,304,657. That is to sav, 
for the mere value of the rails the Govern­
ment are to get two working railway lines, 
an up-to-date complete smelting and metallur­
gical treatment plant, rolling-stock, etc., and 
leases. I contend that this is good business. 

The PRESIDEXT: Thcr~ is a vorv loud 
conversation going on on the left side "of the 
Chamber, and I would ask hon. gentlemen 
to moderate their tones, as the speaker can 
hardly be heard. 

The SECRET • .\RY FOR ~IL\'ES: I 
conteucl that this is good business for the State. 
Personally. I have been opposed to syndicate 
railways, and I am in favour of this Bill 
becaU'<' it takes b:wk from a '·vndicatc that 
which should bdon;:; to the State. 

Hon. T. :\1. HALL: Tlw State would have 
made the same big ]ccs as this company has. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR 1\.IIXES: The 
Chillagoe Company have ma.de a profit, as a 
matter of fact, on the railwav. It should 
h" ve been built years ago by the Government. 
Xot only are we getting the raih;-ay. but we 
are getting a very Yi!luable as, et in the 
smeltin~ and metallurg-icJ treatment plant, 
'vhich is included in the bargain. 

Hon. A. G. C. H.nnHORN: \Vhat would 
happf'n if we dicl not take it 0\·cr-would 
the~· till go on running? 

The SECRETARY FOR ::YIIXES: I 
think it is rather u:1fortunate for the Chilla­
.( oc Compa.ny that they c!c,ed do"·n, although 
there m~~;; be rnany reasons given for it. It 
has b,,Jen 'cnid that the rnines were very 1nuch 
oven11 anned, and that there were n1ore bosses 
than men. and that through want of proper 
management the mines had to close down. 
Pcrha.!1S it "·as unfortun::te for the Chillagoe 
Comp .. ny that they had to dose down when· 
metal wa: .-cry low in price. l\lotal is a 
v2ry much higher price to-day, and likelv to 
ren1ain so for verv manv vears. :!.\1ernbers 
who know the North of Qt1cen.land know that 
there is mining dc.-elopment going on in 
the North, and if we can open up, as we 
proposE' ~o do, two copper smelters at the 
Chillagoe Company's works, and one lead 
smelter. wo can not onlv sc1w~t the ore taken 
out of the Chillagoe ::Y11ne. but the ore from 
" Yery large rrtdim. Proh'!bly one of the 
be"t cop)wr mines in Queen,Iand is the Em­
press :\line. about 1l mile from Herberton, 
and if the Chillagoe smelters were open, the 
owners of that mine would snwlt at Chillagoe. 
Of course, they r~nnot possibly take their 
ore oyerland to thE' Cloncurrv smelter;.. As 
a matter of fact. the owners of the Empress 
;',line send their ore down to Port Kembla. 

Hon. R. BEDFORD: The State loses the 
smelting. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIXES: The 
State loses the smelting, and the ownet·c,, of 



Ohillayoe and Etheridge [27 N OVE:.W:BER.] Railways Bill. 3277' 

course, lo,e through the high cost of trans­
port. I have an extra.ct here from the 
"Daily Mail" of 21st J'\ovember, 1917. It 
reads-

"Fr:-<Ds rx CHILLAGOE DBTRICT. 
''Cairns, Tuesday. 

"}Ir. W. H. Clelland has arrived in 
Cairns from the Chillagoc district with 
about 12 tons of carbonate copper ore 
and 2~ tons of native copper, which 
latter, he st<J.tes, is found in the form of 
nuggets weighing up to between 1 ton 
and 25 cwt. This copper comes from the 
ground with 17 per cent. assay value, 
and is from the Griffiths Mine and the 
abandoned claim of the Mungana Com­
pany, which Mr. Clelland and party took 
up as an ordinary claim almost five 
months ago. Since then the four men 
have been working it, and they estimate 
the value 6£ the product in that time as 
beh\een £600 and £700. They have one 
shaft 60 feet down, from which this rich 
or<l has come, and another shaft 20 feet 
{]own, which has exposed a big body of 
low-gmde ore going 13 per cent. There 
is a lot of lo" -~mde stuff, but nothing 
undt•r 20 per cent. is any good to them 
so long a~ everything is eaten up by the 
distance .expenses, though if the smelters 
were g·oing in Chillagoe this stuff would 
give a profit of £6 or £7 a ton. 

"The Government. remarked ::Yir. Clel­
land, is going to take over the line, but 
it • will be a bad bargain unless they 
open the sm,·lteTs, in which case the line 
>'hould pay handsomely. I am at 
variance with the view expressed in the 
House and elsewhere, that there is not 
ore iu the district, for I an1 convinced 
there is any amount o£ low-grade ore on 
the field. but unlc,,s it can be treated 
locally it will simply continue to lie 
\YhStP '' 

That is the position in Xorth Queensland. 
Tho Empress ~line has oeen tipping 9 per 
cent. ore ovc1· the tip becauF0 it is too lo'v 
a gr<J.de to send to Port Kembla. Thc.t would 
be a valuable oro if there ;,-,-as a, sn1€lter in 
tho district. If there was a "melter erected 
at Chilla.o;oo or in any other part of ~he 
district this 9 per cent. ore, instead of bemg 
thrown ovDr the tip, would be hiil'hly pa:;·­
able. As ,a matter of fact, mines near 
}Iount :Morgan are paying handsomely with 
6 per cent. ore. Yet the XoTthern mines 
have classed 13 per Dent. ore as low-grade 
ore because of the distance from a Fmelter. 
Xot onlv 1vould \VO be conferring a consider­
able benr-lit on the State of Queensland by 
taking over this proposition, but we would 
be c~oing something that would be very 
benC'fir-io.l to the large numb0r of mines in 
that district and the many other shows that 
will no doubt. be discovered in the district. 
M01:eover, b:v this de<J.l thc- Government will 
be in a pos1tion to develop a very valuable 
mineral district other than that in the 
vicinit:- of Chillagoe. The geologists' re­
ports on the Chillagoe district all go to show 
that it is possessed of vast wealth. 

Hon H. TuRNER: How far distant from 
the smelters is the nearest supplies of coal? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Monnt 
~1ulligan is the ne-arest coalmine, but it i~ e. 
question whether the Mount Mulligan coal 
will make coke for smelting. 

Hon. B. FAHEY : Yes, it will. 
Hon. E. \V. H. FOWLES : You are spending 

£90,000 on the experiment. 

The SECRETARY FOR :\liNES: It will 
be nece<osary to ;Jrod nee: the coke from }fount 
Mulligan to smelt rhe ore. As a matter of 
fact, unlcs,, this Bill passes the other agree­
ment will be of no value; the two must go 
tog-ether. The Government are going to open 
up the Bowen coalfields and they will :;et 
furlher supplies of coke from there if re­
quired. but possibly the shipping difficulty 
would obtain so f<lr as the Bowen coke i& 
concerned, bcc<tuse the Bowen coalfield can 
supplv the Cloncurry district. Coke >viH 
have 'to be shippe,d from Bowen to Cairns if 
we arc to supply the Chillagoe smelter with 
coke from Bowen. This deal will also be a. 
good thing for the State, as it, will g·ive. a. 
splendid supply of coal for our Northern rall­
wav svstcm and from that coal we propose 
to 'mal<e col~ e. No doubt coke of a sufficient 
Yalne to smelt copper can be obtained from 
that coal and I think colw can be produced 
from the' Mount Mnlligan coalmines to so-ve 
other smelters if they are established in the 
district. I am .not going to delay the Coun­
cil further than to sa v that I hope this Bill 
will be pa,scd, because it will have tl;e 
effect of gettinr; back to tJ::te St<J.te a c.ertam 
mileage of railway that will form a lmk of 
" main line to the Gulf country. It would 
be unwise for the State to build a railway 
at the other end of that line towards the 
Gulf and thus have one Fection a syndicate 
railw<lv and another section a State rail­
wav. 'That would not be a. satisfactory 
pos.ition at all, and the day has now arrived· 
when something sh::mld be done for thP n.st 
North; and wnen we should try and ponu­
J'lll;r it to a grNter extent. \Ve want more 
p~plo th('rc. and i£ our resources are to he, 
developed we cannot do it better than by 
the extension of re.ilwavs and the opening 
up of mineral areas, a'nd encouraging the 
mining indusb·y to snch an exten~ that 
people will 'eO out and prospect and d1~cove~ 
new mineral fields. The, d1scovered mmcral 
wealth in that district warrants the Govern­
ment in o;>cnin<r, up smelters there, a_nd the 
cheapest and be3t way we ca.n ass1st the 
mining industry in the North rs ,h.Y acc~pt-, 
ing this offer; take over the r-<nlways and 
th'e smelters for the State. and open thNn up 
to immediate use, so that we can PFoduc:e 
the COJ1per that we require so much '': th1s 
country. I beg to .mm-c~That t,h~ B1ll be 
now read a second time. 

Ho~. P. J. LEAHY: This Bill came before· 
us last session. \V c. were not bound to refer 
it to a Select Committee b.ecause it was not 
a. new railway, bnt notwithstar;ding that;­
I think it >vas on my own motH;n~the B11l 
was refenod to a Select Comm1t~ee and a. 
grcctt dc1l of evidence was taken w1th 1:egard 
to the mines, with regard to the ra1lway, 
and with regard to other ma.tters. I hr:-ve 
a verv clear recollection. w1thout lookmg 
liP the evidence. of what that evidence. was. 
The committee-I think it was a. nnammous 
report with the exception of the r~pye­
S('ntative of the Government-were of opmwn 
that it was bad business for Queensiand to 
acquire the line, a!'d unless there 1s some 
material alteration m the new B1ll, as r~m­
pcred >l"ith last vear's Bill. I do not thmk 
that we would be justified in passing it. 
because clearlv the evidence obtained last 
war did not v.:arrant us in passing that Bill. 
i: onlv see two points of difference between 
the two Bills. Last year the money had to 
be paid in c~sh .. and this year the mone_Y 
has to be pa1d m debentures, but thei·e 1s 
11n amonnt added to last year's purchase 

Hon. P. J. Leahy.] 
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monev to cover · an•; difference there may 
be between the value' of debentures and casl1. 
To all intents and purpooes the price is 
exact 1 v the nme as it was last :vear. The 
Il1inister referred to the fact that "the Chilla­
f.Cle Compan __ . are pm-tie·· to the present 
ilgrce:l'ont, and that they ''ere not last year. 
Scnne people "\vere of opinion last year, 
uecause the Chillagoe Company were not 
parties in the ·agrcen1cnt. and because 
it '""' mado ov(•r the · hearls of the 
co1np},ny, that that influenced sornc hon. 
lHOl' bers in Yoting against the Bill. I \VISh 
to say right here and now, so far as I 
nm concerned, that objc< 'ion never once re­
.cein•r1 the sligh.e•·t consideration from me. 
I do not think it did from the other members 
of the committee or from hon. members 
"ho oppose·cl 1h8 Bill. 1\Iy positiOn is very 
-clPar. [ was opposed to the Bill then; I 
.am oppo .ed to the Bill now. I am not a 
bit inf!uenceu by the fact that the Chillagoe 
shareholders have come into this agreement. 

To my mind there is only one 
[3.30 p.m.] thing that we ought to con-

sider with regard to this Bill or 
with regard to any other Bill, and that is 
whether the proposal is or is not a good one 
for the St.atro of Queensland. If it can be 
shown conclusively-which it certainly was 
not last year-that it is a good thing for 
Queensland, it nee·d• no further recommenda­
tion. But we certainlv were not shown last 
year that it was a. good thing for Queensland. 
and there is not much further information 
since beyond what the Minister said in 
his speech. The only other difference 
between this Bill and the Bill of last v&ar 
is that in clause 3 of this Bill the Go,:e~n­
ment are authorised to lend £90.000 to the 
Chillagoe Company, I suppose>, for certain 
developmental and other work. If that pro­
po~.al stood alone, and if this '"ere a Bill 
authorising the Government to lend £90.000 
to the company, and the company were offer­
ing reasonable security for the money to de-· 
vclop t·hcir mines, I do not think there could 
be anv objection to it. But whatever mav 
be said in favour of the £90,000, the fact 
that the 21dv• nee is incorporated in this Bill 
·Goes not neutralise the objections that were 
t> ken to the Bill of last vear. The Select 
Committee h;.d evidence fr,;m mining experts 
aJJd from r;·ilv. ay experts. In fact we covered 
tLe whole ground. The present position is 
that. undC>r their Act, the Chillagoe Com­
pany ar" bound to run the railway under a 
heav" penaltv. and, if they do not run it, 
the Goyernmccnt haye the right of running 
the line. Then, what do thev want to buv 
tile line for? · ' 

Hon. T. Nll'\'ITT: It will help the mining 
Industry. 

Hox. P. J. LEAHY: Indirectly, it may; 
but here ;., '" railw~.y th;t is being run, 
and that muc.t be run. \~'hat, then is to be 
g.tined by pa •ing this Bill? As r£garc'o the 
Etheridge Railway, I know that something 
Elce £200,000, more or ). ss. will have to bo 
r·aid fOl' it, but that is not till 1921. I 
",hould hope th?-t we can get mone5· a great 
aeal chr>per m 1921 than we can c;:et it 
now, unless the present Government r'Cmain 
in power, and I do not believe in anticipat­
ing- evil. (LaughtN·.) We can therefore 
C:ismic.s the Ether1dge busines fro~1 considera: 
Hon, benuse we are not called upon to buv 
that railwrcy at the present time. and the 
strong probability is that we shall be able 
to get mone0· at a lower rate of interest 

fHn.n. P. J. Leahy. 

in 1921 than we could get it now, so thaii 
we come back to tho Chillagoe proposition. 

Ilon. R. BEDFORD: You don't know any­
thing about it. You are only dealing in 
'' Suppos~s/' 

Hox. P. J. LE.\.HY: If the hon. member 
were on!,; to talk about things that he knows 
something about he \.ould be silent all his 
life. \Y c took the evidence of mimng ex­
perts ;;uch r., Mr. Ball, the geologist. As 
nc·arly as I can recollect, we had no evidence 
that there v,·a, a sufficient quantity of pay­
able ore in the district, and we had no 
e.-idence that the kno''d1 lodes, if developed, 
would supply sufficient traffic to make the 
raih, ay payable, a;,d that is an additional 
rea:::.on \"VhY we do 110' ·want to take the rail­
" ay ovet." If the Go, ernment want the 
mllles to be worked. and if they want to 
lcml £:;0,000 to the company to develop the 
n:ines. I v,ould not cc:Jpose the proposition, 
proYi·ding proper security is iortheoming; 
but I nbject to our being asked to spend, 
rcughly. half '' miilion, excluding the Ethe­
ri-dg-e business, merely for the sake of 
enabling the Government to lend £90,000 to 
the company to develop mines when we could 
lend the £90,000 without having to take over 
the railway. \V e took other evidence with 
regard to the mines and their poi·sibilities, 
and we came to the conclusion that there 
was no satisfactory evidence regarding the 
rwrmanency of the lodes or their quality 
that would justify us in recommendipg the 
Council to pass the Bill. and the Council 
adopted the recommendation of the Select 
Committee and threw out the Bill. I do not 
kno'v any tnatC'rial argunH:·nt that can be 
brought forward now in favour of the Bill 
this year that could not have been brought 
forward last year. 

Hon. R. BEDFORD : J'l'l:etal prices. 

Hm;. P. J. LEAHY: E'ven the Hon. J'llr. 
Bedford knows that metals are clearer than 
they were two or three years ago. 

Hon. R. BEDFORD: A lot you know about it. 

Hox. P. J. LEAHY: I know something 
about metale. 

Hon. R. BEDFORD : Type metal. 

Hm;. P. J. LEAHY: When I see quota­
tions for copper I know what they mean. 
\Ye know that copper and other metals are 
verv much dearer now than thev were before 
the, war. It is true that I do not know 
very much about '')pper. I certainly yield 
to the Hon. ::'.11'. Bedford in one thine·­
I acknowledge that he knovys very much 
more about brass than I do. (Hear, hear ! 
and laug-hter.) Everybody knows that, when 
the war is over, the pric-es of all commodities, 
including metals, will go down. It is quite 
likely that in a year or two after the war is 
O\"er they will be down to pre-war prices. 

Hon. R. BEDFORD: Have you ever heard of 
recon"-.truction? 

HoN. P. J. LEAHY: I have. and it is ,a 
grea<c pit~- that the principle of reconstruc­
tion could not be applied to the hon. member. 

Hon. R. BEDFORD: You ought to be in the 
kindergarten. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! 

Hox. P. J. LEA BY: That is only a rude 
remark. Probablv a vear or two afte.r the 
,,-ar ;s m·er meteJ prices "·ill go down to 
what they were before the war. I was 
interested recently in re&ding the opinion of 
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Mr. F. T. Pcnkinson. who kno,., the Chilla­
~·oe di-trict ,-cry '' !!, ond I think his shtc­
ll1Clt is IYOrthy o£ .:-:0rious con·~idc::·a.tioll. 

Hon. 1\-. J. RruRDAX: That man vcas neYer 
in Chiila<roe. I was there all the time he 
;,vas ward0n at Herbcrton. 

Hon. R. BEDFOI'D: He _,."'' cacked bY this 
9"ov\rnn1e_nt_, "o ever~·thing they .cl ) is ~-rang 
111 h1s opnuon. 

Ho:·. P. J. LEAHY: This is what he says 
~.bout this proposal-

" G.UIBLIXG AT CHILLAGOE. 

" To the Editor. 
"Sir.-I was warden of the \Valsh and 

Tinaroo mineral field, "' hich included 
Chilhgoc, for four years, and I Yisited 
the latter centre once every month, and 
it was part of mv dutv to observe and 
report on this portion of the district, con­
sequently I t'?ok a great interest in its 
\velfare. D~1nng my regime the pre~,Bnt 
Tl'~"surer lived somewhE're in the dis­
trict. before he became a member of the 
Assembly. \Yhen referring to the Chil· 
lagoe Railway and mines in the House he 
is reported to have >aid that the Chil­
lagoe district had not been scratched 
over. and that its potentialities were 
enormou". It is a pity that there was not 
some member in the House that knows 
more of the real facts than the Trea­
surer: at any rate, one who would give 
a faithful account of the actual prospect­
ing work that has been faithfullv done by 
the Chillagoe Company. I have never 
seen any company in this State that 
endhwotu-ed to exploit its fiel-d more 
thoroughly than ,did the directors of this 
company. 

"In the iVfungana JYiine, about tweh·e 
miles from their smelters, an enormous 
amount of work was done by competent 
managers. The mine itself, which I 
often visited, was well worked,· but was 
a most expensive proposition to handle. 
Thousands of tons of ore were taken out 
of the mine. and in. thE' mine were 
millio!ls of feet of timber: the water was 
terrific. Enormous plungers were erected 
and \Vorked well. but the water con­
tinued to flow. A 'creep' in the mine 
practically ended operations. A railway 
line from the mine to the smelters con­
VE'yed the ore. which was treated bv the 
very latest machinery, under the skilful 
manacement of one of the hardest work­
ing men I have come across (Mr. James 
Hor-burgh). He had the full confidencE' 
of his directors, who constantlv visited 
the wc,rks. Quite close to the' w01'ks a 
silver-lead mine was worked bY the 
con1panv. and nun1err·US other ffiining 
rroper'·ieJ i11 the district were worked in 
a sy't''n:.tic manner, the ore from which 
was brought lw rail to the \Yorks. 
\Yherever the directors h"d offererl to 
them a propertv that was considered 
·worth developing~ it v~.1s giYen a thorough 
trial. 

"Xo companv could haYe done more 
for the district 'than the Chillagoe Com­
pany, but it has had to shut down, which 
is much to be regTotted, for the directors 
F.pent an enormous amount of capital 
in Pndea,·ouring to work at a profit, but 
failed. They were deserving of better 
luck. 

"For the Tre,,surcr to tell the 
countn- that the mines of this district 
h~,_d oi1lv been scra<:chccl OYer is not in 
accorda~ice with fac• . for the whole 
clistrict lAs been weli prospected, and 
found not payable. \Yhat hop<; has the 
pn'sent Treasurer got of v.;orkrng these 
mines, and \Yhy bring the country into 
further inde:1tednc ;s -,,·hen we ought to 
be saviw: to help the war? The proper 
and business '""Y of dcing would be to 
get three thoroughly disinterestE'd, quali­
fied, and es:peri,-,ncecl men to inspect 
and report what ha·- been done in the 
discrict. It is mon,trous that we should 
be further taxed hy ranning blindfold 
into an experiment of this kind and 
wasting the people's money. 

" I am. Sir, etc .. 
" F. P. PARKIXSON. 

"~1aryborough, 16th November." 
Last vear "e also had some evidence from 
a Lla~ v111o \Yas thP. tnining inspector of the 
chtrict. I think hi- evidence was in the 
n::tture of cmTP,,ponder,ce, and that he ex­
pre~sed an opjnion w·hich. y,:J'· not favourable 
to the mine. I do not \vish to take up 
the +'me of the House at anv considerable 
lcr,gth, ,,,, I understand that- this Bill was 
proceeded \vith D-elay in order to enable 
tl•e Hon. }lr. Xif'lson to be prfsent when 
we considered the Regulation of Sugar Cane 
Prices Act Amendment Bill. In Yiew of 
that fact, ;;. e1d in view of che fact that we 
arE' verv anxious to finish this week. I do 
not pro.pose to continue at greater length. 

Hon. R. BEDFORD: You have said all you 
·don't know. 

Ho:-.. P. ,J. LEAHY: I ha ye said all I do 
know. If the hon. gentleman only said what 
he kne·,c he would never speak at all. I 
shall recapitulate what I ha,-e sai-d. I think 
I ha\'O shown that last year we had no 
proper proof as to the quantity or richne's of 
the ore in these mines, and that we haYe 
no ad-ditional e\'idence this year; that the':e 
is no need for the Government to bu:: thts 
line, because the compan~ h.1ve to work it, 
and if thl'v do not work Jt, the Government 
c.1 n run the line ,~ithout pa~·ing any compen­
sation to the company: that there is no 
Ul ;ell(·,- to acquire the Etheridg2. property. 
and that we c'n probabl;~· secure rt a "reat 
deal cheaper in 1921, when v:e shall be able 
t•l borrovt '.n.oney on n1ore L,Yourable tern1s 
than we c:m at the pres<:nt time: and that, 
if the Go'.,crnm'mt \COlt to lend the com­
r.my £90,000 fc.r the purpose of de,-eloping 
the mine thev mav -do so. The fact that the 
compan0: is ; pari to the arrangement this 
vear and was not last ye r do<> not affect 
ciy opinion in the slightes~. an<1 I do not 
think it will affec' tlw opnnon of other hon. 
members. Our duty is to comider whether 
this is g-ood or bad bmincss for the country, 
and to ~~ate ·,< .-ordin~J-..~. 

Ho:-.. R. BEDFORD: It 'eems to me that 
und- r this mE: 1stuo \Ye ar:; about to acquire 
103 mile- of line and its conn:'c'iom, with 
a verv \~aluab]c qua:1titv of equipment, for 
practically the price of ~crap iron. cDnsider­
ing the price of metn ls to-cla:<-.. The cost 
of buildirg the Chillagoe Ra1lwa:: \vas 
somewhere about £450.0(~. The pric~s d 
rails. fastenings. sleep-=-rs, and other nla7t rial 
\VC:~:e SO lTIUCh below the present Cor-t of 
cuch materials that, even allowing for the> 
{lupreciation 'vhich h,-,' ;; taken place sinc.e, 
the fact rPmains tl:at we are gettmg· the ratl-

Hon. R. Bedford.] 
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way at cost price, with the smelters thrown 
in .. The fact tha~ this company and the 
·yanous reconstructions of the company have 
made larze . failures in the past is largely 
<:IU8 to the cucumstance that thev started off 
c n the wrc.ng foot. Still, the fact remains 
that the Strtte holds a tremendous quantity 
of unalienated land in the district, and that 
a. ea ilroad is practically the only thing to 
give that land value. There is not one 
sn1elter working in the hinterland of Cairns 
to ·day. The tl-ouble 111 the beginning was 
that the O.K. and manv other mines ran 
their own individual smelters. which was a 
trc•mendomly extravagant procedure. There 
wa3 no ,·ailway in those days, and the smel­
ters were nm in the wet season when the 
cost of transport was high. Copper was then 
£60 per ton, coal £3 per km, and coke .£4 
per ton. It is not more than thirteen years 
a go that the Broken Hill Proprietary started 
to make their own coke. \Ye started making 
coke at Ipswich, having acquired a mine suf­
ficiently long ago for m to work with the 
bad ovens at that time and to produce coke 
±or .£1 5s. per ton. The Broken Hill Proprie­
tdry were eo satisfied with the business that 
th-ey said. "You are very good boys; we 
will now put up our own ovens." Copper 
i;; now £100 per ton. It is a metal which does 
not degenerate, and the work of reconstruc­
tion will call for more of the economic metals 
than the adual destruction rf war has done, 
so 7"hat we are safe in saying that copper is 
going to stay at the .£100 per ton mark for 
rnan,:. ve:;_rs. Coal is as dear as it ever was, 
but col~c will never see the .£4 per ton mark 
again. The Chillagoe Railway Company 
opposed the Hill which was before the Honse 
last year beC'ause iL hated to quit, and 
becau'Se the mortg-a~c ces were taking control 
of the whole thing and putting the share· 
holders in thB backgronnd. 

lion. G. S. CuHn8: They oLjecLet.l tv the 
price, too. 

Hox: R. HEDFORD: Yes, they wanted 
£900,000, and a ,ection in this House, I \Y'lS 

told, turned down the bargain because the 
price was not £900,000, but vas £450.000. 
This raihvay carries out the general!,- ex­
pres,'.ed raihray policy of the State. Every 
ton that goes along it ,,-ill help the :\Iareeba­
Cairns section of the line. I mav as wdl 
give hon. members some information which 
has a very important bearing on this ques­
tion·-

" For the 1&-t twelve months of working 
( e.nded 20th :\larch, 1914) the smelter;, 
trFat.ecl and produced. approximately:­
Ore. 51.607.12 tons; copper, 1.950.82 tons; 
lead, 2.472 tons; silver, 264.260.92 oz.; 
gold, 2.376. 79 oz. 

"The- ave-r,1ge price of th0se metals for 
the year 191~ was as under :-Copper. 
£60 10s. 4d. per ton; lead. £19 15s. 3d .. 
PC'~' ton; dlYcr, 2s. ld. per oz.; gold, 
£~ 4,o .. 11 5/lld. per oz. 

"At the above prices the average value 
of these metals produc0d t<t Chillagoe 
during the year Pnded 20th ::\larch, 1914, 
1ves as under :-Copper. £118.057; lead, 
£48.853: .silver, £27,527; gold, £12.219. 
Total, £206,656. 

"The London price of these metals in 
J annary, 1917, was as follows :-Copper, 
£130 5s. per ton; le<J.d, £30 10s. per ton ; 
silver, 3s. per oz.; gold, £4 4s. 11 5/lld. 
per oz." 

[Hen, R. Bedford. 

Here we have a railway which is fed by 
20.000 square miles of C'ountn·. \Vc have­
been told that manv of the mi:1es •)n Chilla­
goe have proved elusive, that many of them 
are mine•, which have been heavilv under 
water, and that the very bad luck of the big 
fire in the Lady Jane hel<l up work for two 
or three years. That fire still remains one 
of the big losses of the Chi!lagoe Company. 
But ~h<: country is one of mining surprises, 
and .It IS competent for any man ·who knows 
his job and lakes his luck in his hand to go 
out and strike one of the manv blind o"re 
bodies which from time to tin1e are dis­
covered in that region. Here \";e have 
some. of the richest ore that has <"Ver heen 
~een in Australia. I have alreadv -tated that 
the. Chillagoo Company is ap[iarently not 
desirous of quitting, and that the share­
holders still wish to continue. as they be­
lieve there !-~, a chance of pnl:ing ::.:ome'thing 
out of the mud. The general policy of the 
Government in regard to railwa 0·s is that 
every trunk railway should be self-contained 
as far as equipment and other necessaries are 
concerned. In the early dayJ, the Govern­
Jnent ha-d to get coal and coke £rotn the 
Ronth, tmd thev arc· now ablo w get their 
supplies from IiJswich. The Govern7nent be­
lieve in the policy of decentraliMtion, a.nd 
that is: now the settled policy o£ the eountry. 
Th0 Hon. :.\Ir. 'Cmtis has illways bt.n a very 
ardent separationist, a vcrv urdent believer 
in self-e·overmnent. and no hetter splf-govcrn­
ment can be given to Cairns than to run out 
a railway to the Gulf nnd establish Poke 
ovens to 'mpply all the coke needed for that 
raihvay and the mines. For thP reasons I 
have ~·iven I ask the H on se to support the 
second r, ading of the Bill. It is 'iettin;r a 
railway fo:c practically nothin;c. ancr the r"ail­
\Ya~ ~;~-ill mc'e.n a gr:-:at deal to the '.YPll­
leing of the people in that part of the 
ccuntry. Every ton of ore taken av·.1y from 
•ue hiEterla.jld uf C-ai;_~n,; and s"'nt d.n~,yn 
South to he smelted means monev out of the 
nockets of the n1incrs. Hon. n1embers n1u:.-t 
see that in paHing this Bill WC <lrP only 
doing a. fair thing to the peo,1le who will be 
particular!:' affLcted by it. 

Hox. A. A. DAVEY: While we. have to 
appro~:ch \Yith care a qut>~ticn 1vhich inyolves 
the expenditure of a considerable amount of 
1noney. I thiEk there an) cases in \vhich such 
exncnditnre is justifiable. The money that 
,..,..i]l be requirrd for taking on'r this r (ilway 
is not to b,' . invested ln c1: ne· enterprise or 
son1e !":.0\V trading concern. The n1a+tcr is 
one ''"hich conce1:ns very larp:ely a part of 
Qne0nsland 'Yhich is probabl_v one of i;,e 
richest portions of the State and vchich has 
a big· futu:·e before it. The contir.uation of 
the railwc~c' servi<' in the locR.lik <?onc•rned 
j;:: 11Pces~rrTy, not onb~ for the 11utintenance 
of n- ·n:r~v 1 ""1'8"0 nun1ber of peonle \vho ~.re 
settled there and who are worthv citi7~ns 
and pioneers who have s<~·atche,cl for tin 
and hunted for copper, but also of store­
keeoers and other settlers in the diotrict. 
They ha w• their interests there. and 1t is th0 
duty of the Government to p1·otect those 
interests, ·md not do an:dhing v·:hich would 
he a d1srour ~gemPnt to people to go out into 
the back blocks and dcYelop the wonde1 ful 
recources of the country. The last time the 
Bill was under consideration I stron,.ly MlYo­
cated the purchase of the line on the terms 
proposed. The terms are slightly better now 
than they '.l·ere at that time, and I think that 
if this Government or any other Government 
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all~wed that portion of the country to 
fall into disuse, they would be guiltv of a 
crime. There are a number of to\Yns- which 
are concerned in thi g matter-Chillagoe, 
Biboohra, where they have a large meat­
"\Vorks, WoHram Camp, Mungana, Kings­
borough, an·d Thornborough. The railway 
runs through one of the most valuable 
miueral £li,tricts in the State or in the Cnm­
momYe·alth. I truvelled up an<:! clown that 
district for a number of years before the 
Chillagoe railway was· buiit, and I can 
rem0mber people telling me that there "as 
no copper in thf" country, and all that kind 
of tommy-rot. ·we know now from the 
amount of nre that has been gathered in the 
district and ha· been treated bv the com­
panv that ~uC'h ~ta ternent is I1ot oorr,·· t. 
Thei·e is nry yaluable ore there, and the 
Treasurer, in this respect at any rate, was 
perfectly correct, that as f.ar as that country 
is concerned, it has merely been scratched 
at the jH'OSe'lt time. That is one of the uis­
tricts in Qu<>ensland that hac a big future 
before it, and a future based upon the pro­
duction of metals which '"ill be valuable to 
the State, valuable to the Commonwealth, 
and valuable to the Empire; and the price 
for which this undertaking can be obtained 
now is a verv low one. The Hon. Mr. 
L0ahy mc,ntioned something about the possi­
bility of the company not being able to carry 
on, and if the company cannot carry on, that 
the Government can take the· thing over. I 
suppose i£ the Government did take the thing 
over that they would take it over on some­
thing like just terms, and they could not 
expect to obtain it at anything like the 
price that is being asked for it now. There 
is a very important matter which has to be 
con~idere·d in connection with this proposal. 
As I stated in a >peech delivered here pre­
vionsl,-, the Government in the past built a 
railway as far as J'viareeba, over almost im­
no~siblf" grDund at .an enormous cost, and 
then l<>ft it t11crc. It was utterly impossible 
for that line evN to pay. and, in my opinion, 
the Government made the greatest mistake in 
ite life when it did not continue that railwav. 
But it did not do so. At that partiPular time 
th" finances were rather low . .and there v, ere 
some people in the State who went so far 
as to suggest that it would be a good thing 
to sell the Government railwavs. The Go­
vernment should have built this railwav at 
the very start. and now that they hav0 an 
opportunity, without doing any injustice to 
the Chillagoo Company, to take oYer the 
whole proposition at a reasonable price. they 
would be failing in their dut:t if they did not 
·do so. I hope hon. members will give this 
matter careful and reason-able consideration, 
and will Yote for the passage of this Bill. 
If it were proposed to expend this money 
on some new enterprise, it wouJ.d not have 
my snpport under present conditions no 
matter how <rood that enterprise might be. 
In Cairns we have a magnificent port. 
Hon. meml'>ers w<:>re talking about Gladstone 
the other day, hut I doubt ve!:y much if there 
is any port on this coast equal to wh'lt the 
port of Gairm; could be made with the ex­
penditure of verv little monev. You have 
:t magn:ificrnt agi·icultural cli·Jrjf't surrmlnd­
ing Cairns. and you have all the possibilities 
of a big city in Cairns as years go on. and 
at the back of that town some of the richest 
mineral country in Australia. At any rate, 
if it is not the riche:.t, it is the most <>xten­
sive, and that .amounts to the same thing. 
If anyone watches the papers they can see 
what is going on from day to day. In 
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the Herberton district and round about there, 
people are coming upon claims that have 
been dropped because they were considered 
to be no good, or they .are making new dis­
coveries, and anyone who has travelled over 
that district must be convinced that it is 
full of the greatest mineral possibilities. 
Therefore the Council would not be justified 
in voting against this proposal. I believe 
it is a good proposaL I believe it is a 
sound proposal, and we .are already com­
mitted to take over the Etheridge Railway. 
If the Chillagoe Railway is shut down, it 
will mean the closing up of the whole of that 
district, and a very great injustice will lle 
done to the large number of people who are 
settled there. If we were only asked to 
.agree to this prop_osal in the interests of 
the settlers in the district-that surely 
dc·oerves very great consideration-perhaps 
that wuuld not be a sufficient reason unless 
it was backed up by strong convictions that 
there are in the district pos,ibilities not yet 
even dreamed of. That is what I believe of 
the district. With regard to the company 
having spent a lot of money, and not having 
made a Buccess of the business, I pointed 
out before what my experience was and ! 
have no hesitation in saving that when I got 
there vou C{mld find" everhodv else in 
Chillag~e except a working man.· How you 
are gOing to make a great mining ·district 
pay with all officers. I do not know. I tra­
velled up there twice within the space of six 
months, and I did not se" a worker ther2 at 
all. I saw an enormous number of officers, 
and I saw that an enormous amount of money 
was being spent. It is no business of mine 
how the Chillagoe Company manag<>d their 
afl' airs. but I Yenture to say that at , the 
start therP was a great ,deal too much money 
spent, and there was a lot of money wasted 
there. It has been pointed out that the Chil­
lagoc Company did not lose anything on 
the railwav. If th" Government took over 
the railway it would p.ay, and if we can get 
the cmelters and all those other things that 
are there for the price named in this Bill it 
out before what my experience was and I 
know the district '\ell. I am not a mining 
speculator or anything of that kind. I am 
just a plain, ordinary business man with a 
little common 2ense, and if hon. members 
were conversant with the possibilities of that 
district, and with the rca'·onable requests of 
the people already settled ther<', I do not 
think anv one Df them would be found voting 
agaimt this Bill. I hope the Council will 
pass the Bill, because it is verv evident 
that the Chillagoe Company c:mnot carry 
on the railwav. I do not think we. in this 
Council. want to be a party to anything 
that will tak<> advantage of the Chill agoe 
Compan:.- or any other company that finds 
i+,elf in financial difficulties. I oppo''"'d the 
railwav for all I was worth when it was 
grantC'd as a private railway. It seemed to 
me a most .absurd thing that any Government 
should spend an enormous amount of money 
in constructing a railway over t'he B.arron 
Gorge and then stop there. and having 
stop]wd there to allow a private company 
to carrv on what the Hon. Mr. Bedford 
has "lid is real!~ a tru'lk line to open up 
the Gulf conntrv: No amount of talking on 
mv part, I suppose, will influence hon. 
members. I think the Council will be wise 
in pnssing this Bill, and that they will be 
doin"' the fair thing hv the large number 
of p~ople settled in th"at district. By the 
acquisition of the smelters, the Government 
will be placed in a position to make 

Hon . .A . .A. Davey.] 
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rf·m,uwratiw the ''''rviccs of the thomands of 
people ':·~·ho ,,;ill go round looking for ne\V 
"hcnvs. and 'Yorkins: 1ninP'~' in .a small wav 
if they are treated properly. I feel very 
stron~d~· on thi·. qnc.:.~ion. It is a question 
OD rhic h i\ numc •r of pcoplt in the ·district 
see1n to havp a disagreunent, but as \Ye 
lf'arm·d the other day in regard to the sugc.r 
indu try, you cannot expect everybody in a 
particular industry to think tlw same way. 
\YP h:v<' t>ithcr to allow the whole thing to 
be closcd up or else take it from the Chil­
lagoe Company at son1e price. 

Hon. E. \V. I-I. FOWLES: C.mnot \VC help 
them y·ithout buying them out? 

HoN. A. A. DA VEY: They cannot be 
helped. Thev have spent an enormous 
amount of 'money on the concern, a.nd 
wlwther they han' mismanaged it or 
managed it properly is their o" n concern. 
The evidence suggests that it has been mis­
managed. I think that from the very initial 
stages it was grossly mismanaged. I only 
wish to see the country developed. and I am 
perfectly certain that that country cannot be 
developed without the Government taking 
over that line or else constructing another 
line. It is not likelv that the Government is 
going to construct· another line, and hon. 
members ought, therefore, to support this 
Bill. Bv doing so thev will confer a very 
great benefit on the people in that district. 

Ho:-;. T. M. HALL: I beg to move the 
adjournment of the debate. 

Question put and passed. 
The resumption of the debate was made 

an Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

REG'CLA'I'IOX OF SCGAR CAKE PRICES 
ACT AMENDMEKT BILL. 

REScli!PTION oF CmiMITTEE. 

(Hon. W. F. 1'<<ilor in the rlELir.) 

On clause 12-"A.merrlmu?t of section lft"­
Question ste.ted-That on clause 12. page 

ll, after line 27, the following words be 
in.erted :-

" The ::\Iinister shall pay to the owner 
of such mill. works. lands, buildings, and 
other property of whatsoeYer description 
.. o seizl'd a sum equal to eight per centum 
interest and four per centum by way of 
depreciation on the capital value there­
of, and sLall after the conclusion of thE: 
season pay and reimburse the owner all 
costs:, charg-e'S, an-1 cxnonsc.~· 1nrtured or 
rendere·l ;:;cccs· ary fo-r the purpose of 
overh 1uling or n1nintaining or repairing 
mch mill. workc, buildings, plant, tram­
way~. machinery. equipn1ent, good~, and 
chattels v hatsocyer .-.. o seized as afonoaid, 
in order to place and reinstate the same 
in as good a state of condition and repair 
and cfficienc\' as the same were in before 
being o seized "-(Jir. Fo1"ln's mwenrZ­
ment.)" 

HoN. E. \Y. H. FO\YLES: On furthe1· 
consideration of the proposal. it appeared 
that the proposition for 8 per cent. and 4 per 
cent did not me"t \vith unanimous approval. 
SomEo hon. members wished it to be 10 pu­
cent. and 6 per cent. and some \Yould like 
it 6 per cent. and 4 per cent. It seemed to 
han that they had an excellent precedent 
~" ablished in a Bill which commended itself 
to the 'cf.·;s,lom of the whole country and not 

[Ilon. A. ~4.. Dan:y. 

111creh· eo one House of Par!ic m21:t. He 
a~kccf le2 ve to "\Yithdnn-.:: the a1nendn1cnt \Yith 
a. Yie\Y t~J in':crHng- a proYisicd that the 
GoYcrnnl( n.t. if the~- took OYer any sugar­
E1i1L ~Junlld t ,kc it ;)~-er nn just tcrn1,. That 
''a" the ~~unc a"' the a1nt.:>1H:LJ.1ent inserted in 
the ::\Ieatwork' Bill. The propoc .. ~l was that 
fw C.Etr ,l Boa:·d dwuld decide the rates, 
anJ, if ~1nvbodY disagreed with the finding 
of the boai·cl. there should be an appeal to 
a Supl'Cl11\=- Court judge. \Yhose decision 
should be firal. That would make provision 

for two o7her Yital points. In 
[ 4.30 p.m.] the fir.ot place. it "as impo>Bible 

· to fix anv uniform standard such 
;,s 8 per ' ··1t. and · 4 per cem. that would 
.._uit the varving conditions of all the mills 
in Queem!arid. One mill might be making 
3 per cent. and v:ould be glad to get 6 per 
~ent. Another might be making 12 per cent. 
and would object to being dropped to 8 per 
cr·nt. U they J1rovided that it should be 
" on just terms." the Central Board would 
take into consideration the conditions applic­
ah!e to the particular mill. Another point 
was that h0 hoped this would only be a 
rnliceman clause, and that it would never 
'.>e brought into operation. There was just 
the dang-er that, if thev fixed the rate'·· at 
8 per . .,e.nt. and 4 per cent.. one or two of 
tl1e mills that were not earning 8 per cent. 
and 4 Dfr cent. et the prEsent time would 
deride to sit quief and let the Government 
run their millc. He did not say they would 
do that, but it was desirable that there should 
not be u.nc- t"mpt.ltion for them to do it. 
If thev pl'OYided that the Central Board 
shculd" grant "just teTms," then the board 
\Yould come to a decision after im·estigating 
afliairs ':lf the mill concerned. In the Meat­
works Bill the matter was to be decided by 
the Land Ap;1eal Court and there was .an 
ay,peal from- their de~·ision to a Supreme 
Court juclp-e. In thP matter of a local award, 
it \Vas o( grr~1J ilnportance to the gro1ver 
and the milL r that the award should be 
se-ttled and that therP shonld bP no appeal 
proccc:ding-s g-oing on for hvo or three years; 
bu+ in th-e matter rf compen<ation for the 
nsn of a mill th<'re was no immediate hurry, 
m-cl. therefore. thPrc ''as not the same objec­
tion to an appeaL 

Hox. C. F. XIELSOX: The lion. 11r. 
Fo\YlP'3 ',nJuld get him,,elf into a tangle if 
b<" moYed the amendment he indicated . 
:Before the C·'ntral Boar·cl < ould make an 
m,-ard. under c ac,ion 12 of the principal 
~\('t the> had to bb' into consideration the 
Yalne of the a:'3sets, the tonnage of cane to 
bf· cru-.h·cd. the estimate] c.c.s. or the cane, 
th•• cost of J>roduction o' the cane. the selling 
pricco of ·ugar .. and so forth; .. ne! on that 
they were Sll}'lposcd to n1ake an a''" ard "\vhich 
\YonJd :;tin~ the lnillo\Yll(ll' a r:_ cu: 1nable per­
centage- of int:~re-r. L-:-ndcr thP clause tLey 
\H're diecn,oimr. if a millO\vncr Tcfuscd to 
,jart hie mill ~becru,c. in his opinion, the 
C', 1tral Bond had not made reasonabk 
,a.1knnmL fo1' interest. the Governn1ent conld 
tak0 oYer and woe k the mill, but it was 
futile to appe-al to the C<'lltral Bo:trd, which 
}·ad alreudY h~·d thr n1ath ~·under C)nsi·dcra~ 
tin1:. on·_:t=- 'jf !lOt hYice. Gilder the circum~ 
sta: ce' an apreal to th0 Central Bo'u-d would 
bP sirnp]y a \vaste cf tin1e. 

Hon .. E'. \Y. H. FO\VLES: Tl10n cut out 
the Ceutr, 1 Boanl and grant the appeal 
direct to the Supreme Court judge. 

Hox. C. F. XIELSO:c\: He did not agree 
th'lt the insertion of the words "on just 
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ten11s" \Yas a sensible a1nendn-J':'nt. because 
iw did not HO .a.ny ,\·ay of fi:s:inr:r \Yhat \vere 
"'ju~t tern1s." It~ wot;ld be 1nu~h bctt0r to 
fix the rates in tlH' Bill. as the;; had done 

""in the Ilon. ~\Ir. Bcirnc's Gns ... \.et. 
Hon. 'l'. C. BEIRXI:: Yon >Yant to offer 

a P~·e1niun1 to 1nil1s not to sh· rt worl~. 

IIox. C. F. KIELSO::'\: i'i"o hon. member 
ha~ yet sug·f:;c ted that a millmnwr 'hould be 
ae keel to work his mill at a I oh If the Go­
Yernment took over tho mill and used thP 
plant. they should surely pay for tho use of 
the · !ant, and for tha.t reason it was advis­
able 1o "fix a 1ninin1U111 rate. Surol"~ the 
ori inal propG~ition that the rates shot~ld be 
8 )liT eent. aEd 4 per, cent. y :; little enough. 
Four per cent. fr·.r <:~epr·::>rurnon \Yas not as 
much a.s_ was provided in tlw Gas Act by a long 
'vay. l ndcr thP Gas _\tt the cmnpanics "\Vl'rO 

entitled to 7 ~ per cent. on tho s:de of gas 
and all the:v mad ' out of the bY-products 
-which in ~on1e cruntries. theY were~told \Ver~ 
so valuable that the gas con~p:J..nies o·a~-e the 
.;as <-nvay for nothir:.g and n1ade th0ir profit 
out oi tiw by-products. The Gas Art also 
allo>Yed for d(,preciation. so that the rates 
a.llowcd in that case were a great deal more 

·than 8 per. cent. and 4 per cent. 'They 
shonld c<'rtamly fix some rates in order to 
avoid the expensiv<> litigation which was 
ne"l'!y certain to take place if theY merelv 
provided that the GoYernmcnt cho'u!d tak(, 
OYer a mill "on ju•t terms." \Yhen the 
Ccnh·al Board were takino· evidence at 
Buuclaberg,, ::\lr. Cattern1nll. e-a carH'·grov.rers' 
rcprc,entahYc. opcnl:-.- stated that he did not 
thu:ck 8 per cent. was suffi -ient for a mill. 
and he mggested 10 per cent. There was no 
cmnpariso_n bC'~"\Yee>n th0 risk run by a gas 
compan:-· m Bnsbane or South Brisbane with 
t!1P ri~k run by a sugar->nill. The fluctua­
tions 111 the suo·ar industrv "\Tere very great 
not Oifl:'\~ fro1n °the cc·ono1'i1ic point 0£ yiew: 
bnt w1ih. regard to the turnoYer of a parti­
cular !nill. Fron1 Year to year the rni1ler 
did not know where' he was.· Onlv lest vear 
·the Gov0nmwnt appointed a Rm·al Commis­
sion to inquire into the adYisabilitv of estc b­
li,hiDc further cl'ntral mills in c;lueensla~d, 
.and 1n the report. of the con1n1i:-:sion it was 
-.taL·d that in the Dunchberg- district the 
,,-erago supply of cane >va~ Dnly equal to 52 
pc!' rc'nt. of the milling power. In other 
"\Yord=". on the average. 1nillf'Tcl 'Yere short 
with r ~pcct to turnover. That wae not so 
1vi~h a b n. cotnpany in citi~·s like Brisbane 
a.ncl South Bri,bane. Hio idea in fixing the 
r~tP wa; to let th0 ~Iinistcr know what he 
>n;uld haye to ]ny before he took over a 
xml) and to let the miller know what he was 
entitled to rec0ivc for the use of his mill if 
hi,, property was worked by somebody else. 

AICwndmcnt (Jfr. Fr!1rl. s',,), b: leave, with­
CU'J.I\.~n. 

Ho:-.:. E. W. II. FO\VLES mowd the inser­
tion. -; fter line 27, page ll. of the follow­
Ing:-

" Tho ::\Iinistc!' shall na.v to the O\Yner 
of such mill. works. lands.' builclinw and 
n.thcr property of Yvhatsocvcr rl0scrip­
t1011 '.o ~e1zed a sun1 eqn l to ci?'ht per 
CLontum mterest and four per centum by 
Yvay of depreciation on the capital value 
thereof, and shall after the conclusion 
of the season pa0- and r0imburse the 
mvncr rrll costs, char·rf' . and 0xpenses 
incurred or rendered necessarY for the 
purpose. ~lf O'cerh: uling or 1n'2intaining 
Ol' repan·1nQ' ~uf'h Ini1l. "\Yorks. buildings. 
plant. tnpnv;ays. n1achincry, C'qnip1nent, 

goods, and chattels vrhatsoever so seized 
a aforc~aid. in order to r)laco and rein­
statP the san1c• in v.s goc ,1 a state of 
condition anJ rl'pair nncf f'flit icncy a;; the 
,"!an1e- \YCre in before being so .seized.·· 

[4.30 p.m.] 

The SECRET~\RY FOR ".II::'\ES: He 
n ally did net see the nc_•es ,ity for the anwnd­
lncnr. 

Hon. E. \1. H. Fov;-LES: ·\Yould you prefer 
the 8 per cent. and 4 per cent. ? 

The SECRET~~RY FOR :\liNES: Cer­
tamly nGt. 'Thi> \vas an improvement on the 
ether acnendmcut mm-ed bv the hon. gentle­
E!EU1 la~t v;Tcek nr:.d withdra vn1 to-du;;:T, but 
hP (Ed not ~C'C' a nv necc , iT\ for it. rfhere 
\; '" no nc'er1 for a' miller to' refuse to crush. 
and it was onlv in the event of a miller 
rtfusing to ClTt~h that the Central Board 
m;ght recommend the Govermncnt to take 
oyer the !Jli]]. 

f:I:on. E_ \Y. fi. FO\YLES : Suppc ·ing you 
run the mill at a lo 'S and ruin the man, 
a:.·en't you going to co1npensate hin1? 

The i3ECRI~TARY FOR l\II::\ES: There 
Whf. another an10nlln1cnt to be moyed, "\Yhich 
dealt with that question. and they could 
deal with the hon. gentleman's remark then. 
The miller had to take the risk whether he 
would crush or 110t. 

Hon. E. VI. H. FOWLES: If you depreciate 
hi'· machinen-. vou should put it back in the 
>ame condition 'as it was YYhen you took oYer 
tnA mill. 

The SECRETARY FOR l\IIXES: He 
did not think the Government should take 
tbe whole d the risk in that matter, because 
there w:1s no net d for any miller to refuse 
to crush. He did not belieYe that would 
hnppen in a ;ingle case. 

Ho:-.:. P .. J. LEAHY: When speaking on 
the original amendment on Friday night, J:e 
expressed the opinion that the clause as Jt 
stood v, '" unfnir. and that the amendment 
f.tm-idil'f.- for the payme!lt of S per cent. and 
4 per v,J;t. ''"". abo unfair, and he smd that 
be was oppcsc'l~ to both the cb use and ~he 
arnendn1cnt. There Wa':; no need to bnng 
fc,nvan1 nny additionul argument to show 
that the- clause was unfair. It was bad 
enough to ~akc a Ina:n·~ 1nill oY r and run 
it. but it "\Y«~ a ,~~rcat d'~al ' or " to charge 
hirn with the lo<::; which n1ight act>rue 
from running the mill. and judging from 
thcjr expcr~cncc of the- wa.y th?. Govern­
ruent ran L 'ung ~, there "\Ya:;: a ..-er~: o1g ch~nc0 
tl.at thL>rc ":mid b• a ln~-. Smce Fnda;v 
last lw had coneiclered what was the posi­
tion of a mill ,,-hich did not start crushing, 
ancl YYhat the position oug-ht to be if the 
G'o;·PrnmPIH took OYf'r the n1ill. \rhat 
'·oulcl the owner losB by the Government 
tnkjn~: over his n1ill ·: Tbey must ren10111'ber 
that if " mill.r.-nCl'. proL-JJ!y for good rea­
' '~' .. did not run his mill. hili prop._.rty would 
be ]--ino- idle. and would br subject to de­
y;rer1ati~n. and that he would p:Pt no interest 
on the ca,)ita] invested iu the mill and 
m2chinerv. He understood that a mill de­
p·cciatccf ju·t a much when it ,-_,s idle as 
"\'\hen it \Y2s \Yorking. If the Goyern1nent 
ran the Irill, th ver0• least they shoukl do 
would be to put the mill baAk into the con­
dition it was in when they took it m·er. 
The Committ0e c .)u]d not. p0rhaps. provide 
for that in direct terms. but he thought the 
Hon. l\'1:!·. Fmdes's amendment would permit 

Hon. P. J. Leahy.; 
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of that being done, and he would be glad 
if the }Iinister would acc~pt the amendment, 
becau~e it wa"' a n_•asonable proposal. 

The :3E:'RETAHY FOR :\IIXES: Let it go. 
Question-That the words proposed to be 

ii.>ertc•d tJfr. Fowl"''' amr11ilmcnt) be so in­
sPrted-put and pass._•d. 

Hox. E. \Y. H. FO\YLES: Paragraph (iv.) 
was tlw proYision which said that if any loss 
accrued fron1 the Government running a 1nill, 
tbat loss should be b.,rne bv the owner. He 
moYed that all the 'vor·ds' after the word 
"i\1inister" on lino 50 down to the end of 
the paragraph be omitted. 

Hon. P .. J. LEAHY: The :\linister will re­
cr"nise that thi. is a consequential amend­
ment on the one ,,-e ha ye just passed. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIXES: Ho 
Gid not regard this ainendlncnt as a conse­
qiwntial ameOiclmcnt on the one the Com­
mittee had just agn•ed to. He thought it 
was wiFe to retain this prov~sion in the Bill. 
Personally, he had no hesitation in expres­
sing the Dpinion that the occ.1sion would 
:r:-ever ra·i e for the Government to take over 
a milL but if a millowner was so stubborn 
that lw v:ould cut off his nose to spite his 
face, as tlv~ ~:•.ying \vas. there should bo ::;omc 
J:>Pnalty. and the penalty here propoFcd was 
tHat he ~houid bear anv loss which occurred 
lr1 C('flllf'ctioE ·.dth the ~·unnin<; of the mill. 

IIox. G. 3. CGRTL:,: With regard to the 
d~ctrine 0mmci<1tcd by the Mini:--ter, that in 
cc:. ·P ~n O\ ncr of a n1ill wa~ unreasonable 
aud would not -..vurk his 1nill, and the Go;,·.:rn­
n~ont t<V)k over the n1ill, the owner .should 
b'-".'1' any lc''S accr-xin·~· thcrofro 1a bec:.J.use of 
his 1cd ob5tinacy aEd qnrea ~onableness, 
1H1 polut out that thc·re \Vas an irn-
pr rt:mt prii1eiplo invoh·e·d in the matter, and 
th-.t \Yn~ the rjght-~ in connci. tion with the 
o\1-nC'rship of priYate property. It might be 
a 111attcr of opinion or di,pute as to \vhcther 
it "·a;. rPa~onable or not. It soernod to him 
that if the Government took the mill over­
It - ;1oulcl b2 quite optional for the o"·ner to 
v,nrk it vr not-th0n the GoYernrr1ent were 
bound to compensate him and indemnify 
him. 

Hox. T .. J. O'SHEA: It seemed to him 
that the :\Iiniste1· had made a very poor­
case. If there were no better reasons for 
the omission of the words than that the Go­
vernment of the day, in negotiating with 
the Federal authorities with regard to the 
price of sugar-in which the State of Queens­
land ~~ot a very considerable conce"sion, or, 
he might ,ay, v~tluable consideration-made 
a promise that the Bill if introduced again 
would not be materiallv altered. h·:· would 
consider that that reason was sufficient. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR MINES : Where has that 
been stated ? 

Ho:x. T. J. O'SHEA: There was a definite 
promise, which should be kept. He had no 
time for the man who would not stand up 
to his promise, even if he had made a bad 
bargain. In this case Queensland had made 
a good bargain, and should stick to it. The 
clause they were dealing with was not in the 
Bill at the time of t;hose negotiations. It 
was interpolated by one of the " tail-ends" 
of the Ministerial party, and the Ministry 
of the day had not the courage to say, "No, 
we made this promise and we will fulfil it." 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : Do you know 
that the agreement applies only to this year's 
crop, and this Bill does not apply till next 
year? 

[Hon. P. J. Leahy. 

Hox. T. J. O'SHEA: He knew tlnt if the 
provision .,,?ere a good one for all concl'rned 
lw would not ,-otc for it: bc·cause rlw Go­
vernment promised they would not pnt it in. 
He was 'orry that Queensland should be-• 
should he say-so degraded as not to fulfil 
i+s promise? But apart from that altogether, 
the provision 1.'. as vicious. It 1vas inequit­
able. It was not honest. Tf a man came to 
the conclueion that he could not nm his mill 
at a profit. that running- it might mc·nn in­
soh·en~-. and defrauding his creditors, it 
'vas his duty as a man to say, "I stop." 
Then, if the Gov0rnmcnt or anvbodv else 
stepped in and worked it, it wa- i1ot fnst to 
say afterwards, "If we are not capable of 
working this thing at all we will pcno.li~e 
you for the loss" -becft use he did not con­
sider any Government were capable of 
running a mill to anything like the advantage 
to which a private company or millowner 
could run it. Of cour5C, the anwndment 
was consequential, but still the :::\Iinister 
battied against it. Perhaps he had to put 
up a figh-t for something he did not ''ant. 
The forc•'8 behind hin •.·)mctimes put him 
in a position which he would not occupy of 
his O"'n fr"'' wilL He thought the present 
was one of tlwm. The provieion shonltl not 
b•! allowed into the Dill on general prin­
ciple~. 

Hox. ~"- G. 0. HA IVTHOR:::-J: H,, was 
rather smprised that the Minister did not 
accept the suggestion that the lines should 
b0 knorkerl out. becau~e it "\Yas an unrea­
sonable position in which to nut a millowner. 
Vv'hat had been the res11lt of the carrying on 
of the c-entral mills bv thP Treasurer or the 
Gov< mmcnt? They had inva,riably yielded 
to prc·,sur0 and giYcn money rn;vay \vhen 
thev should not bavn d.m0 so. Thev found 
in 'the report of Dr. Gibson. the 'General 
Manager of Government Central Sugar-mills-

" It is r0frcs.11ing to nob• the action 
0f the Isis Central Mill Company, 
Limited, :md it may be comnwnded to 
other milb, including mills under Go­
vernment controL Bv wav of illustra­
tio•J, the suprliers of 'the J\Iount Br.uple 
Mill (.t mill 1udcr Go·· :•rmnent control) 
demc.ndcd at the < lmrrwnccment of the 
1916 season that they be paid £1 7s. 
per ton of cane, and threatened the re­
fusa! of cane deEvcdf'B unlrB"> their ro~ 
quest was granted. The mill offere4 a 
tent.'ltive price of £1 3s. per ton, leavmg 
the matter of a finol price to the Central 
Board for adjustment. This offer was 
macle prior to the Diclw;n award. The 
value of the cane dehvorcd, as per 
ana1vsjg av' raged 17r,, 5d. per ton, re­
sulting in an overpayment on the mill's 
tcnhtivc offer rtmounting to £4.787 14s. 
1d. on the season's deliveries. The Mount 
Dauplo Mili does . n?t cont_ribute any­
thing from the mill s e,umng-s to the 
c'lnsolidated revenue, and the losses are 
borne by the general taxpayers of the 
State." 

That was the exact position in which the 
unfortunate millowner might_ be pnt_ by the 
action of the Government m runnmg one 
of the mills taken over, and it was in order 
to avoid losses made by over payment by 
the Government, through weakly acceding to 
the requests of the growers, t~a~ the pro­
vision was inserted. That positiOn Ini!jht 
arise at anv timn with respect to the mill­
owners, and instead of the general t-:x­
payers being saddled with the loss, the mrll-
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·o":ner would be saddled with it. The who!<? 
thmg was certainly not hone.,t. It was not 
fair. Then, they found that th' Auditor­
General, in his report on the GoYernment 
central sugar-mills, r::aid-

" If the Treasurv is to ccmtinue financ­
in;· mills under cho.-~ c~nditions. it is 
apparent that GYentually a large amount 
noT'i' standing as nn oYe1·draft. in trust 
account or ir, loan fund will ha Ye to bE' 
made good from consolidated revenue." 

That would be the position probably if a 
mill g'Ot into sw. h a position that the owner 
declined to carrv on. He 1Yas not likelv to 
dec)i~re if it '··"~ going to be a paying \Jro­
pcsJt!On, and 1f he kne>v th1.t he could not 
c._t.rry en as a paying proposition it \vas 
absolute!:· cc;Lin that rhe Government could 
llOI do SO. 

Hox. B. F .\IIEY: Enr 3ince the abolition 
of tl·! bf)llUS and exci,,c- dn~ - BYstern in <'.Jll­

nection with the growing of sug'd'·C"nc, th·Te 
hac' bl'tn rnisnndor _ tnnding and {_r '·agree­
nlf'L·.:::, con_tinnonJ ... - bchn:~ n those n1ore 
lnrgr:ly interested in the' industry. \ 1 arious 
GoYcrnnlnlt~ in thl' p:1- t ~1ad crentPd variou"' 
~: ·s of legi~lt!tlYc n1nchincry with a vie,,~ 
to '<('ttling difference·, bch.-c_ -n the gro\vcrs 
a.ncl the millc·r.-, but somehow er another, 
\Yhc th 1." bc•r 'HH·~' of thr- v.-cakncssc cf hun1an 
natur2 or fron1 bu·,inf' ,s caust'-s, or in smne 
Dt h · ~' a v. th0 ~· dic1 no" ~ecn1 to have been 
mccl _,ful .. H 'ccould onh· S'\Y that the miller 
ah1 ,, .. ,. lw.d the' thicl' end of the st'-.k. 

Hon. A. Gn:.30X : He has hi rightf'. 

Ho·. B. F.\HEY: I1e had hi, ri. hrs. 
a.ll ElL·an~. and there v.·erc n1ill(~r· 
1nill··1' Th •re ''"'-'l'C n1il1"rs \Yho \Yl'l"C' 11r 
and hPnonrablp rn·L'a. He k1v1 -)'1H' of 
thenl. Th·'I'i~ \Vcre othc>l's ,\·ho thj 
gTo\·:0rs to tl~c ycr;:.- ]·•-:t shillilk'. He looked 
upon the B1ll as thB best attNnpt made 
in rh0 histo:;:y of the indu~tl'y in QnPPns­
land to bring about an u1nl<'ahl ~~ettl0-
Inent t?hYf'C)n the STO'\YC:'r anct th0 nlill­
O'\vner on a fair ·and ;u .... t basis, but 
it hurl a l'lcnli~ch in 1t-:J ble:-·li~h ·-r:ch 
\Yhi· ~:: it --honl<i net 'hryc l"_C'il nl1o\\·ccl F~ 
lcrrYt:.' the othcT Charnh_r. a- bl01ni::-h ,, ·rth"­
of anar._ hY. It \Yas rhe dut;- of 1hc . 
to ,._.m·,.,; thnt bbmi·h. :,n,i do it 
and f1irl~, tu both partiPf3. The ln' s 
h0 bc:it)YL'd was Fn· tain0d bY the ~Ionl; 
B·mpk :\I ill h _et sea con r;a. d:uP, he undr·;·­
stood. to ~he Dickson n'.'?1.rrl. That w"s an 
nnr{_·n:-:ol·J.lJlo a---;·rr:·~._l. Th:_• question no~"· wa-_. 
whcthr'r the miller 'wnld he r •Jm]Klled 
to {'l'U'?-h f1c c1n0 unlc-.:.s he wa· :·_-...,nreJ 
b,- th<' grower of payment in full of 
his denu1nd in rPhlTn for his \Y0rk. For 
a lo11g 6nw the STO\Yc'l'S :in (}uccn-·1and 
bacl b_.,_,n CG1· plaining that thr~~ hrd nnt 
recciYf'd L fai1· share of the profits c1cri·\ ··b1e 
from .~-hf i:ndustr~-, rLnd the 13i1l ''""::: i-nt:·o~ 
du{'od with :'. viFw of ren1o..-lng their griev­
anr('. It ,,, 1s ca.pab1e of doing th;1t. an~..~ 
"\-Tlll the~ exception of th-:. stain on it to' h~ch 
he ref0rred. it y, ould bn a g-ood Bill \ ·ith­
out nn:~ nnl nch:n·Ollb-. hY th:;J T-1cn~.;-' ctt a:l. 
Tlw Tlill proyidf'd th ;t, if thC' millov:nc ·· 
WPH' not ]H'PparPd to crush on the < -~Jditi011s 
arriyrd at bY the Central Board. th0 Go­
vernment cotlld ~t-. n ~n. take the 1nill and 
\York it. \Y0l1, if thP Goyny-nn1ent ,yj h :n 

take that risk and the miller was 
[5 p.m.] stubborn and said he could not 

\York his mill at a fair profit 
nnc1er the terms of the award of the Central 
:Bonrd, well and good. If they took full pas-

sc'.,ion of a mill. and worked it, then they 
ought to do it at their own ri,.k, and 
the miller should not be compelled to pay 
any lu''l that might be su··taiaed. On the 
Coni ar·· the miller should he iLdenmified 
agai.ast., 'any lu~s that he \Yas likely ro sus~ 
lain when the· eea· on wa-. oyer. The GoY,hl· 
:inont must do tl-: ose things on equiia ble 
grounds, and not in any hig·h-hande_d manner 
Qt the imtance of those s1ttmg behmd them. 
Every citizen of Queenskmd had rig·hts, and 
those' rights .. ]JOuld always be reeognised. If 
it vas found lw the Governnwnt t:1at the 
miller could afford to crush in certain dis­
trict-. for the re~nuneration n·"signed by the 
Central Board, then the GoYerm,wnt had 
a perfect right uncler the Bill to take 
over the mill. but. if the\' d'cl so, th<ey must 
do it at their own rick.' IIe did not think 
Rnch hi 7h-hancled conclunt as that contcrn­
platc•cl in the clan 0 "'"uld be tolerate,-] by 
the Counril or by any body of hon :lt ElC'll. 

The SECRETARY FOR ::'IIIXES: ThE' 
Hon. Mr. Fahcv had not stated the case 
quito c 1rrectly. ~The hou. gentlen1an stated 
that if a milll'r founc1 it ,_-oulcl not be· profit­
able to himself. or for oth r r"'''ons eould 
not cru~h CliH~ profitab];-.~, tha · it would b"' 
a very \.\Tono· thing for the StrJ·~ 1:0 tDkc 
over that 1nill and work it for hi1n. and 
then, if there ,-as any lc•ss. to r .. adL!le the 
miller with the los.o. I; the hon. gentleman 
read the clan.·' cc.rcfr 1h· he 1Ymdd >2e that 
these words a ppc ucd- .. 

" If t,hc Cf'Htr,-J Board r.re ~atisGed, 
upon applic.:tion in that bd1alf, by a'ly 
car J;~.':ror e-r or c.:tne l'OI.YC'rs. tnQt the 
own·cr of the mill in breach of the 
.. · ·arcl has hiled >Yithout reac0nable 
excuse, to tak~c.' de'livery of sng~i r-canc." 

"\Vithout rcason",ble cxru"t:.'' l-Ie took it 
thnt if a mill 1vas in such a state that the 
miller could not C'ru .!J profitably unle,··s by 
the expenditure of further n1011ey. that that 
would be a rca"mablc t>xcuse that he could 
not }JOS ,jbly rlo it. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTIIOR:I: The board in 
that c". ~o can decide final!;. There is no 
,,ppcal. 

Thr, SECRET • .\.ny FOR :::V1IXES: It had 
been .:1ted thut the Go'·, en>)11Pnt ·wanted to 
forn the millers to crush. 'The mill might 
not be in a fit c"9te to crush, and that. 
would Le a n.aeonablG excuse. Howeyer, the 
am( ::tchncnt ·~rh in the- ha:H1s of hon. nlen1-
beTs. I-Ie rose tO den~ that the Go...-crninf>nt 
had committed anv bre·ch of fnith. Any­
bad--- "h0 knew the transaction th t took 
plaCe behn~'~n the Qner~l~lB .1d Gnvern,n1ent 
and the Co:rnmr··J:n\·c·rdth GoYC'l'llD1lH1t knew 
yerv ,y,•ll th ~t then~ \'nu:; an agTct~lncnt ~on1e­
wh2r0 down in :\IeJbour_lc at the pro.~ent 
time under which the CommmnYealth Go­
vernaH'nt would fix the priCe' of ugar for 
thi--- --. •0n; :·ncl t'1e;: knew Ycry wPll that 
the Pill did not appl: to that. _It _did not 
mattoT how the·,· amcnf\cd the B1ll 1t e ·ould 
not pv· .. ib]y interfere ,,-ith this sc.1son's crop. 
'fhc price \vns onl:· fixed from ye. r to year. 
Howe,-er hon. members had the c.ssurance 
of the dm--crnment that nothing in the Bill 
would apply to that ac;reemcnt. The~· had 
heard a lo: about a breach of faith and a 
scrap of paper, and he wanted to point out 
that therE" had been no breach of faith, and 
the growers knew that therB ha~ be~n no 
breach of faith. It was purely 1magmary, 
but some people, for political purp?scs, had 
said there had been a breach of fa1th. 

Hon . .A. J. Jones.] 
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Question-That the words proposed to be 
ornituPd (Jit. Po;,_.les's amuulmr 'tt) stand 
part of the clause-put; and the Committee 
di.-ided :-

CoXTE~T'i, L?. 

Hen. R. I\·dford 
lil. Cmu riL,_; 

W. H. Crampton 
\V. H. Demaine 
cL J. J ones 
H. Ll,_ t;relvn 

, L. :UcDonald 

Hon. ~. :llcDonne 11 
"', C\cv:tt 
V. Pagc-Hanify 
I. Pore! 
E. B. ·Pnrnell 
11·. J. :nordan 

Teller: Hon. T. C\eyitt. 

::\ OT-Cll~TE:XT , 24. 
Hon. T. C. BE'irne .don. T. 1I. Ha1l 

F. T. Br ntnall .t. G. C1. Hawthorn 
C. Camp bell .r. Ho del 
.T. Cowlishaw r .. T. I,ealry 
G. S. Ourtis C. F. }larks 
A. :. Davey E. D. :Uiles 
A. Dunn C. F. ~iehon 
B. Fahey T. J. 0' She a 
K W. H. Fowles A. H. l'arnell 
_\. Gib son W. ~tcphens 
G. \V, Gray 1t. Turner 
H. L. Groom "\.H. Whittingham 

Teller: Hon. T. C. Beirne. 
HcsolY<?d in th" ne;,ati.-e. 
Ho:-~. C. F. XIELSO~\ mo.-ed the in,er­

tion, at the comr.1cn ement of subclfwse (9). 
of the word,,, "Except where the mill shall 
have been LckEn poes. · .. ion of b.- the ::'viini•<­
ter.'' That arn::ndmcnt \\"J.S pra'ctic.clly con­
u,quentia.l on tho ~ LH_:ndlnent uhP1 .. cly :11ado. 
rrhat ·./.as to ·,-,.ay, th:_~t if the 1Iinist~r took 
possession of the n1ill then, of cour&<·, the 
mvn~r ·.,·ould not h.1vc to !'""·. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Xo 
doubt, the amendment "as consequential 
on the amendment alreadv carried, but he 
·was sorry that the previoUs amend1nent had 
been agr~ed to. The amendment should 
han~ be· :1 circulated beforehand, so tlat 
some consideration could ha.-e been given 
to it. 

.\mcndment agreed to. 

Ho:-~. T. C. BEIRNE moved the omission, 
on lines 8 and 9, page 12, of the wOl'ds-

" at least ninety per centurn of the base 
price," 

with a view to inserting tl1e words-
" the interin1 minhnum price." 

The amcndmerit was concequential on the 
amendment on page 10, line 12, where they 
had inserted the words " not exceeding 75 
per centma of the cstima~::>d value of such 
sugar-c,mc." Having p~ovided a margin of 
75 per cent. of the estimated value of the 
~ugar-~an~~ ~s the. int-1rim minimun1 price, 
It would Le 1mnossrble for the board to order 
too hizh a p.~yment for the cane, and in 
that case it would be almost impos;ible for 
the Government to work anv mill taken over 
by then rrt a loss. ' 

Amendment agreed to. 

Ho:-~. P. J. LEAHY: It appeared to him 
that the v·ords " to a higher amount or " on 
line 15, page 12. should be deleted, in' view 
of the amondmcmL already made. Those 
word·• sc•emed to conflict with the amend­
ments previously made in the clause. 

Ho:-~. C. F. ::'\IIF:LSOX: The Hon. Mr 
Leah',' '"'" quite right in drawing attentio~ 
to those words, \vhic:h were quite unneces­
sary. The Hon. ?.h. Beirne said that if 
Parliame'lt fixed a b,1sic which it was' not 
pof.~ible for somebody dse to alter. the board 
could not award too high an amount: There 

[Hon. C. F . .:.Vielson. 

v:as nothing at all impossiL!e about it be­
cause it had already been dono in the 
case of Babinda. The board awarded £1 Ss. 
per ton on deliver::, which turned out at 
the end o£ the cason to be 3s. 10d. per ton 
n10re than the cane was worth. Th.~t Ios.~ 
was due to 'the fact that the board fixed 
the interim price too high. 

Hon. T. C. BElRNE: They v:ill not be able 
to do that under this. 

Hex. C. F. :"\IELSOX: Of couroe, they 
cotl,!d. Suppooing that at Babinda the board 
had fixed the price at the beginning of the 
season at £1 10s. per ton, 75 per cent. of 
£1 10s. was £1 2s. 6d. If the board awarded 
£1 2s. 6d. as tbe inh.rim minimum price, 
that would still ha.-e been more than should 
have ken paid at Babinda. Every month 
or c>Ycry fortni ~:ht, "ccording to the custom 
of tho 1ni1l, the 1nill paid out vrhateYer the 
bc.nd told them to p<t:', and it was only at 
the encl ot the season that they knm: what 
the c:rne the:· had rec<>ived during the S<'a­
son "as actually worth, therefore the mar­
g;n allowed fhould be subtantial. At the 
presc•nt t:J:TIG thl-'re \vero any number of 
a '.';ard~ under \vhich ea no y" as deliYt,·,·cd on 
the G;roup s:. 'tl n. nncler which ~here was 
an inr-erin1 pa~ n1cnt to each n1embcr of the­
~rroup. a~rudil!g to the tonn<tge dcli.-ered 
hv him, and at the end of the season the 
total tonnag · and the a\·•rage c.c.s. of the 
cane "·ere computed, and that became the 
basis on which the nne \Vas paid for over 
the whole season. If an o.-erpa} ment had 
been made, a deduction had to be made. 
ii.f there was a balance, it was divided among 
the members of the group according· to the 
tonnage supplied by each. It was possible 
for the board to make an interim award 
which was mor0 than the actual value of 
the cane supplied by the group. It was to 
be hoped that the margin "as sufficiently 
wid~, but certainh' the words " to a higher 
amount or," on line 15, should be om.itted. 

Ho:-~. E. \V. H. FOWLES : Why not delete 
the whole of the last sentence-

" But nothing herein shall be c<>n­
strued to affect the pro.-isions of any 
award prescribing payments for sugar­
cane so taken deliver:; of to a higher 
amount or at more frequent interYals 
than hereby prescribed." 

Ho~. C. F. XIELSO~: VVhile some n1i1ls 
paid for their cane monthly, there were 
others that not only paid their w,cges fort­
nightly, according to the award, but they 
paid for c <ne fortnightly, and at no place 
that he knew of had there been any ob­
jection on the part of the millowner to COl!· 

tinuing his system of pa"'rnent, whether rt 
was fortnightly or ·nonthl:·. \Vhen th.e 
(',,ntral Board gave an award for a partr­
cular mill they generally made thei1· a ward 
provide that the mill should pay for cane 
on the usual pay days of the mill. In the 
caso of a mill situated right alongside a 
town there was no difficulty in getting to a 
baak. so that they did not mind pa:ving 
fortnightly. Other mills might pay monthly, 
and there was no reason why the custom 
that harl existed for ye.crs should not be 
continued. If the· omitted the last line­
" at more frequent intervals than hereby 
Jlrc" cribcd "--all mills would ha vc to pay 
monthl7. He moved the omission of the 
words "to ,a higher amount or," on line 15., 
page 12. 
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Ho:-;. F. COLETICE: Eo thought an 
injt:.stice n1ight b ~ ·done to ~1cnne :Sugar 
growers if those word, \Ycrc dL1 lercd. The 
75 per cent. "•roYi:::ion applied to those 

grO\.\"E'I...:> \d1o \'·ere paid on the 
[5.30 p.m.] group system. and there was _no 

reason wh:: those who supplied 
their cane and \Yere paid on individual 
analvsis should not receiYe the full amount 
o£ {he award, bnt if those \Vords ,v-ere 
dolct•'d they '';ould get only 75 per cent. of 
the av.-ard rateS. 

Ho:-;. C. F. :'\IELSO:'\: There ,,. s nothing 
in the Bill to preYcnt a miller p.1::ing more 
than 25 per cent. of the a" ard, and seYeral 
mills which need only pa• part of thn award 
at the present time were paying the full 
an1ount. 

HoN. P. J. LE.\H':: He did not know 
whether it would not Ge a., v:ell to omit the 
whole of the sentence. 

The SECF' .. IARY FOR }lEES: Throw out the 
Bill altogether. 

Ho:-;. P. J, LEAHY: The }linister surely 
understood that he was nDt trying to throw 
out the Bill, but it seemed to him that those 
\.Vords vi·ere ,:=t contradiction of ~onwthing 
higher up in the clau:co, and that they should 
be omitted. 

Hox .. L G. C. HA W'I'HORC\: The }linis­
ter might c.}lOw the Committee some reason 
\Yhv the words should be retained. They 
h~cl alr<·'ldy agrrecd tD an amendment imert­
ing on page 10. line 12, after the \Yards 
" sugar-cane" the y,-ords •• not exceeding 
sevent:-·-five per centum of the estimate value 
of such sug;u·~cane." That pr·oYidc:d for an 
interi1n 1Hinin1un1 price for ~ugar-cane, "\Yhich 
\Yould be pB.id until the final award \\'aS 
made by the board. 

Hox. A. GIBSO~: For the last three 
months they had been told that the millers 
got £15 per ton fDr their sugar i"stcad Df 
£21 per ton. The millers had been getting 
onlc £15 per ton, and the growers and the 
workers v·ould not accept any part Df the 
risk or liability, but it all fell on the mill­
owners. In the Bundaberg district at the 
present time there were probabh 14,000 
tons Df sugar in the stores. For the 'quctntity 
that wa' sent out the Colonial Sugar Eefin­
ing Cordp<tny paid £15 per tDn. but all that 
largo quantit; the millers had stored at very 
great risk in {)I'Ler tD ensure that they would. 
get t 1w £21 per ton. To put that sugar into 
the store.:> cost, in n1any ( 'lS83, 2s. per ton. and 
the owner,; had also to pay hecwy insurance 
premiums. To take it out again ancl put 
it into wagons would cost another 2s. per 
ton. Bundaberg "·as supposed to be the port 
from which he and other millers should ship 
their sugar, but they could not "et room 
enough on the stcarrwr- to hkc> the sug:u·. 
as ther10 ':-as not sufficient shipping. All 
this added to the cG,t of storing the sugar, 
and the millers in ·ome casLs held that the 
growers should stand part of thc· risk until 
the sugar was ·cEsposecl Df. \Vhen he \vas 
paying- 33 a ton for cane he could ea"ily 
ha \'8 stopped his mill, and neither the Go­
;·ernPlCnt nor anybody else could have gone 
Ill and sb.r"cd the mill, bee a use there •v0re 
no ships to bke the sugar away. The mill­
ov,Tners r,,l1ed the sugar gro-;vcrs togr 1.her and 
faicl. " \Y c will give yDu £1 per ton for 
• ou,· nne now. and will let the balance stand 
until we get the n1oneY for our su(J'ar." .... ~ 
few of the growers agi·eed that th~t wa.s a 
very fair proposition, but thE bulk of them 

~;tiel, "Xo, "\YC 1-vant our 1noney." They had 
to get the Cane Prices Board to agree to 
tny alteration in the pay1nent f<Jr caue, but 
bt:'cause the g1·ow~r~ "'"antcd the whole of 
their money, and would not carry any Df the 
risk. the millerJ could not approach the 
C<tne Prices Board. He would not. be sur­
pri"cd if the sugar for which they had paid 
the farmers did rwt go out of those sheds 
before March. It vas stored there at the 
risk of going off in quality and quantity, 
and of injury by fire, fiood, Dr am·thing 
else. The scaSDn ha.d been so fayourablc that 
the millers had done fairly well, but the 
trouble 'vas that ov;ing to the recent strike 
no shipping was coming into the port. He 
bad a telegram in his pocket which said 
that the Govermn0nt would take away some 
of the sugar hom th~ir DWn mill and carry 
it to Urang.an. The sugar could be taken 
J'mm Gin Gin to the Government wharf at a 
cost of 5s. per ton, but it would probably 
cost 13s. per ton to take it to Urangan. 
At the prc sent time, if a miller was not a 
grower of cane himself he could not pay the 
award price of cane to the men who grew the 
sugar-cane. The facts which he had stated 
'hould receive the considnation of the 
CDmmittee. 

The SECRET~'\.RY FOR MINES: He 
would ask the Committee to be-, are that they 
did not lnflict an injustice on certain sections 
d c1.negrowers by acccpti~g the .amendment. 
The Hon. Mr. Beirnc h·.d secured an amend­
ment fixing the interim minimum price for 
sugar-cane at an a.rrwunt " not exceeding 
seyenty-fiye per ccntun1 of the cstiinaterd 
Yalue Df such sugar-< anP." That applied to 
those growers who supplied cane to the mills 
on the gro Llp system, and the miller need 
no: pay them more than 75 per cent. Df the 
value of the sugar-cane. But there were 
certain sugar gro,\·ers who \Vere paid on 
indiYidual anal.vses of tlKir cane. and if 
they altered the clause as proposed they 
\Vould inflirt nn inju:::~ice on those growers 
who w~re paid. on indh-idual analyses, and 
'.-. ho nught recmve the full amount for their 
cane straight away. Clause 12 read-

,. Such a\ntrd shall determine an in­
terir;l mininn1n1 price for sug·ar-ca11e, not 
CXC(>:dinq- 75 per cPnt. of the estimatrcl 
value of such "utrar-canf', .-dld shall in 
addition provide , for increases in such 
price." 

He thought it was not- a thing the Council 
slwuld r)ross. It would :JO i-oack to the As­
-cmblv. where the stwar cxtwrts had not 
::mgg0Sted it at, ;:," nrcess'a<-v· an1endn1cnt. 

I'fDn E. \\'. H. FowLES: If w lea Ye lt 
as it is~ the :nv. rd rrrn O\' _'rride the 75 :1C~r 
~ent. 

The SEf;RET AEY FOR ::\IT~ES: Oh. no. 
It we providcf\-

" Rut nothing herein sh ·, 11 he con.'trucd 
to -Jl'cc~ the pro vi _-ions of any aw::trd 
prc --:l..~ibing pa:: --1; nts foy :<,gar-~ nne- )70 

t"'d{on -dcliYen- of to a h~ght...r nrnount or 
at mo.rc f;;ciu<•nt interv.'ls than herr-by 
prcc.cnbect 

Th<> minimum pric0 was fixecl The Bill pro­
YidC'd that a r•inin1um }Y1·ice ~hon1d ~)C' fixed 
until the end of i"he cCt~on. Hon. members 
oug-ht to bt~ L-A-reful before they a~< -·-nted the 
anlrndn1ent. 

IIo:-;. C. F, :::-;-IELSO=": The Minister had 
P'iYPn the bPst of reasons ·vhy thC' arnendn1tmt 
should be accepted. He pointed out, and 
correctly so, that the Committee had already 

Hon. C. F. ;Yielcon.J 
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accepted an amendment in clause 12. ):>y 
which the a" 'Hd was to <ietermine an m­
terim minimum pri:'" for cane. They had 
"l1mendc·d that provJsJon, on the ;notion of 
the Hon. Mr. Beirnc, so as to specifv that 
at least 75 per cent. was tc be paid, and now 
they wanted to nrc·vent a board or anv ot!ier 
bod;t· from interfering with the m{uimum 
for which fqe amendment of the Hon. Mr. 
Beirne had Drovidcd. That was the very 
reason why tl·,e amendment was bPforE> them. 
It 'Yas a minimum only, The Minister ·'lad 
pointed out that: wme grower.' er8 ~ntitled 
to be paid in full, but no grower had the 
Tight to be paid in full under the Bill after 
they had passed that amendment, but cvPry 
grower was entitled to a minimum payment. 
He mi'jht get mort· than the 75 per cent.: 
the millowner could not givfl him less. In 
many cases the mills did }Jay more as an 
advance than had been ordewd b.v the hoards~ 

Hon. E. '\V. H. FOWLES: Y on ne<'d to cut 
out thG~G la-;t four lines. 

Hox. C. F. NIELSO~: He would not cut 
out H1e last lino !locausP some mills paid 
fortnightly "nd some monthly, and the board' 
inYariahl,· made aw<1rds adherin2; to the 
f'xisting- practice in C'ach di·-'t-tict. Th0refore 
onlv the words affectt>d bv !he anJelldme:ct 
sho~ld be scorc0 out in "'<uer that no other 
authoritv c,lwnld inru:ere with the mie1imum 
fixed bv· the Bill . 

An1t:'~d1ncnt agrt.cd to. 

The SECRETARY FOR ME\ES moved 
the imPrtion of the following new subclause, 
to follow li1w 16. paa;e 1~:-

" (10.) The owner of a mill sha 11 not 
rcn1ove {ln~r part of ,Lny tr.aLnYay 1., hirh 
has been or is heing or may be u· ·"d by 
any cancgrowe1~ fo1~ the conv-eyar..ce of 
sug..1r-canE\ except by the cxprc-:;'1 per­
nlission of the Ce:ltral Board :-n)viour-:ly 
obbin,,d'' 

He thoug·ht that was a very reasonable 
amendment. Hon. members had madp a lot 
of a:mcndrncnts in the Bill, an.fl if for no 
other n)nson than in order tc ullo\v hin1 to 
secure c.w !:hey n1ight pass the ont";; he rwo 
pos<>d. (T,aughter.) 

Hon . .... !\. GIRSO..:·:: It is very unrt asonablc. 

The SECRETARY FOB. J\Hl'\E.S: It .;as 
vcrv unreasonable to have a line of tt\:,_:.nnvay 
tm ·, up w th.,t .;rmYers could not get thei'1· 
cane to the mill. The very \Yordinr; of the 

· nmendrncnt fho .. wed that it 1vas rch .:Jnab:e. 

Ho:-; C. F. XIELSO~~: It "'· a verv 
in1portan: ~une1. lL10nt but he h 1d hc\·.rd nO 
.sufftciC'nt ren: nn for it. Thev rnu~-+ und('r­
st2-ld the , ug u~ industry in Order to kllow 
ha\\~ to d :t! \Yith it. H l1e rook as an il1us­
tration the district nearest to l3risbanc, per­
haps it Y. onld eon10 hoL ·P to h011. !Jlen1_hers. 
Thoso '.vho knevv the ~an1hour district ht'C'Ub 
year:=-· f go n nd knc·w ·C.:e :o:{lm c~ district to-da~· j 

Trould kno\v th-ut ~llthoug:; the -ni:1 \vas in 
tho 'an1e po ·itio11, the urPa supplying the 
mil1 fiftepn or twcntv vears. :-• ·o "\Vas not 
under cane to~dn:.~. · ' ~' 

An Hoxorr:AcLE ME:l!BER: The Central 
Be .rd will d,,~ide. 

HoN. C. F. XIELSON: Too muel:! was put 
on the Central Board. As a matter of het, 
it B8c"J:.ed the de·ire tl>at the C· ntral Board 
should 1nan .. L~re the mill in detail, order the 
gr,,_~asing of the engin(.'S and ~o on, if neces~ 
sarv. 

The SECRETARY FOP. MIKER: '\Yhat about the 
Owens Creek district,"' ·where they torJk up 
a tram"\vay? 

[Hon. C. F. Nielson. 

F!oN. C. F. l'\IELSO:.J: The Ple;vstowe 
Con1pany arranged w·ith a nu1nber of fa1~mers 
J.t Owons Cl'C{.'k to i)ut rlo\\'"11 a tr ln1linP from 
the di:;trict to the GoYer·nnlent's raihvay line, 
not to the mill tlt all. 'l'hev qid eo, he 
thought, at a eost of £5,000. ' Immediately 
those 'ettlers got that line, instead of keep­
ing up the tonnage or the areas they 
pro1nised to the coJnp~ny, they arra11-;erd to 
sell their cane t J some ot!ter mill-to the 
Marian Central Mill. The result wa' that 
the tramline eould not T'ay mtr 'e· t in the 
or-dinary w·~y, and ~here \Yerc other -:-hs­
h·icts which had developed, where a tram­
line was a sTeat neeessity. He 'Jelieved that 
coL·.cquently there had been a proposihon or 
suggestion that tlwy 11·ould t'lke up the old 
tramline and s:cnd it somE>where o!se, and 
that the w!w!e of thf' Owens C,.nek sd tle>rs 
should sencl their cane to the Murian J\Till if 
the':; lYi-ihrCl. \Vhv ~-bould there he anv intBr­
fcrcnce "ith the ;nil! in that district'? The 
l1n- iner,_;; pf (•vcrv :mill \Yas to g, t as much 
cane as pm·ible, ·and it supplied facilities for 
that purpos~. 

HoN. A. GIBSOJ'\: He did not know how 
the '~l1E'n' 1 nlrnt would \York bu·au3.e the 
various mills owned manv miles of portable 
trnm\Ya r,· fm~ the- purporO of removing cane 
fron1 th~) fir lds. Thof'! trannYa'\ s "\V ere taken 
up and shifted about the dish·id until the 
,. hole < £ the c:'n" v •. s huryestcd. There 
n1ight b0 son1e pcr1nanent tran1ways along the 
road':·.n, that were nc>"er lifted, but the 
te:mpor:lry train linl·) \,ere c.:rried about for 
miles ronnel the Jifferent districts, and when 
the cutting was fini2hcd those tram lines 
were put on the side of the road or at the 
end of a field. painted or tarred, and im­
pron·d with a view to having them rea.dy for 
the follmcing :vrar. If those tramways could 
not be lifted t 'lE> cane could not be taken off 
the ftelds, a·1d the mills would have to stop 
work innnedintcly. 

Hox. C. F. J'\IELSO~: As he had E>x­
plaincd to the Committee the Pleystowe J\Ii!l, 
at the requc:t cf a nLUlber of people settled 
at Q·,. en-.; Cr('c-k. coECPr tr:d that ~ett.lerr1ent 
with a. Go.-ernment railwav line on the pro­
nli:;:e that so 1nany acres ~of cane \vould be 
cultivated and that so mony tons of cane 
11 ould be supplied ,·early. Im.mcdiately after­
' aed' a number of the Owens Creek settlers 
decided to send their cane to the ::\larian 
CPJ:tral ~1ill. and others followc d m it, with 
the remit th;; t the tonnage of cane from the 
o,~ en Creek ~cttlr-rs '"·;,s not sufficient to 
h~:oup tlr Pleystowe Company. for the in­
tea t en the <a pi tal expended m construct­
in, that trB.-·,_way. 

Hon. c\. G. C. J~L\\\ THORX: Did not they 
ha YP ~Lay n.grccnH~nt? 

Ho:-c:. C. F. l'\IELSOX: No. In the mean­
tim · ver J othe; conh'e3 were opened up, 
and t ho Pl ev ::to·., e Central Mill was asked 
to t" k0 cane ~frc 111 • hosp c-:>ntr~ '~. They there­
fore removed part of the Owcns Creek tram­
lin'', and he beliend they were considering 
the qur ,'tion of n :nm·ing the whole of the 
Owon' Creek tramline. It must bo borne 
in ;nhd thn.t that tra.mlino was not connected 
with the Plen!owe ::\Jill at all. It was an 
isolated branch tramlin~ connecting the 
Qme·1Sland ra ilway3 with the Pleystowe 
cottknwnt. That was the only case that he 
bww of 'vhcrc a. permanent tramway had 
been ,hiHrd. and he Jmc.w the industry from 
the ::\1ossman. which was the mill furthe,t 
north, right down to X ambour in the south. 
He he,,) not the slightest doubt that that 
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wonderful t;entleman, 11r. Dunworth, had 
-dra \Yn the attention of the Government to 
that 1natte1·. 

Ho". T. C. BEIRXE: How do you know it 
wa3 :'IIr. Dun worth? 

Hox. C. F. XIELSOX: He did not know 
but that gentleman seemed to be the pivot 
on \Yhich he a:1d tl c I-Ion. :\Ir. Beirne seem<'d 
i:o rcYoh·c round the only const0l!aticn in the 
fir1_: :~::wnt. 

Hon. 1'. C. L~IRXE: I will give vou some-
thin" about that presently. • 

Hox. C. F. :::\IELSOX: The hon. gentle­
man. could nor g-ive anything to his dis­
crNht. 

Hon B. FAHEY: It is an insult to the Go­
vernn .. ut to e~~n it a con tellation. 

Ho~; C. F. XIELSO:::\: Well, he would 
·call .... nl?lll a_ nunor Jot of ltuninaries, or 
what they called in Ireland "fa.rthing dips." 

Hon. B. FAHEY: You see:n to know more 
about Irehnd than I do. 

Eox. C. F. l\IELSOX: He knew some 
thm;;:.s about Ir~l·ncl, and he had learned 
them from the he 11. gentleman himself. It 
''"· : the bu inL s ~f ever~- mill to get as 
HlFeh eanc a:s the n11ll could trca.t. The IIun. 
~lr. Ha\Ythorn h: d quoted from the report 
of_ 1~he. geucr?-1, !Gctna;er of central sugar 
nuL.-, m wh](·n he pomted out that the 
B~mpl0 C 'Etnd :\Iill wa.s being under-·upplied 
"1th canr. Of conrsP 1t ,,-as. and the ::\:lore­
tau C ~mr0_! :\Iill had to go away and open 
up n, '"' d!i.tn:t' beeau• ' the original cane 
la:1d- were bcmg put nnder pineapples. 

f:o~. ~- .fAHEY :, He \)ointed out that the 
B~n,1,.i ~ ~\l1.ll Ina.dc a. 10=-s because of the 
DH:l\:::-3011 av;-arcl. 

Eo\. C. F. XIEI;SOX: The hon. gentle­
nlan n1d LO -uch thn16. 

Hon. B. F.',HEY: That was the inferenee I 
drew. 

Hox .. C. F. KIELSOX: It did not matter 
y.-ha_t Inference the hon. gt.ntle1nan drew; 
he. dre\c a blank. :&lr. Troy, a Go.-ernment 
olhcwl. stood up before the court at iYiarv­
bmough and pointed out that by the a\·cnrd 
of the_ Centra.] Board the• Bauple ::Yiill had 
~:c-cn to1 <:r1 to pay 2s. 7d. a ton n1ore than 
1t could afford to pay. ~~-hen the Plevstowe 
Central :\fill shifted a portion of the Owens 
Crc- k trn.nline to another district, they 
su~g· ;-tee! that the whole of the Owens Creek 
supplFrs should send their cane to th,e 
]'>fay:'"" C. ntral }fill. as some of the farmers 
h'l: already done. That '"as not on],- in the 
inter• 't' cf the mill, but it was in the Interests 
-of the sup;>hers to the Pleystowe Mill be­
cause' the_ g-re tcr the number of snpp!i01·s 
thcv coulcl get the better could the miller 
affcrd h P' a decent price for cane and 
other pr·oplc •Ycre prei)~!l'ed to supply' cane 
to the Pleystmw Central :Vfill if the Owens 
Cr:. l~ people were not. At Nambour areas 
gro,nw: cane ~£teen or twenty years :. go 
were not growmg a -tick of cane to-dav. 
Tlwy were under pineappks and ban1mts. 

He reme,ml::ered being at Nam-
[7.~0p.m.] bour wnen ::\Ir. Storv. the 

brothcr of their worthv · 1Jnder 
Been hry for Education, gave evidence, and 
he ho;: d _that he had made a profit of 
somc,thmg. hke £15 pn·. acre growing cane. 
but. n0 'md he was gomg out of cane and 
puttin:r his land u:1der bananas be~:msc he 
<Jould make more out of bananas. He was 
on!;. on~ of a great many who had done 
that. \\her<' would be the sense in leaving 
:-1 tra.mlmc s0->tem for one or two Fuppliers 

only? \Vhere w.1s there any principle in­
Yolvcd in going into the details of the 
nutnagPrnent o£ a concern and authorisjng 
others to usurp the management of the busi­
ness in detail? 'What had happened in connec­
tion with the Owens Creek tram!ine would 
not justifv them in giving the Central Board 
power to· dictate to every millowner whether 
a tramline was to be shifted or not. Thev 
mjght as well say ,,Yhere every Inillo,vne~r 
should purchase his oils er what kind of 
machinery he must instal. 

Hon. E. W. H. FowLES: Doesn't he take 
up tramlines at the end of the season and 
stack them? 

The SECRETARY FOR Jl.li::\ES : You are stone­
walling. 

Hox. C. F. XIELSOX: He was Pot stone­
w:dling, out he had a right to statr: his ob­
jections to the amendment. As the Hon. 
:Mr. li'owles said. there were mile; of tram­
line taken up at the end of the seaso:r, but 
he did not think the amendment referred 
to ·portable traulines but only. to the per­
manent tramline SY·tem. In connedion with 
the Gin Gin Centr.al :Mill 500 acres had gone 
out of cane owing to the action oi the G"o­
vernment in altering the ba·"is on which 
cane wa,; to be r1.id for. If that were so, 
1\-lw ·hould not th· mill mana·:;·emcnt be able 
to 'takP up their tramline. and put it into 
,;n an a, ·where they Lonld ~et r1.ne? l-Ie 
t hon:.;·ht the amendment should not bc 
passe 1. 

Hox. T. C. BEIR:'JE: Right through the 
discu',sion on the Bill two thin"s seemed to 
have got on to the Hon. 1Y1r. ~ielson's nerves. 
One was the Gc.- Act, and the other was 
i\Ir. Dunworth. Last year the Hon. Mr. 
Xielson e.-emecl to be the onlv hon. member 
who knew am-thing about su~ar. This time 
other hon. m~mlc~rs knew a little more about 
the subject than the? kne-.v last yoar. He 
did not know th,_t he ought to sav that last 
':e~r the Hon. ~1r. Xieison delibcratelv mis­
rqwcqmtcd the sugar po;ition in" that 
Chamber. 

Hox. C. F. '\TELSON ro~e to a pojnt of 
ord cr. \Vas the hon. mpn.be: in ora er in 
saying that he deliberately misrepresented 
tho position last :.-ear? 

Tho CI-L\IRMAN: The hon. member is 
not in order in ectc·ir;< that the Hon. Mr. 
:'Jic !Ran de!iberat~ly mi ropre"ented the 
position. 

HoN. 'l'. C. BEIR:'JE: Then I withdraw. 
The SECRETARY FOR MIXES: I have a tele­

gram to prow. it. 

Hox. T. C. BEIR~E: 'l'he Hon. 2\Jr. Xiel­
son in his ,:->C'ond reading speech said some­
thing about l\1!-. Dunworth anci Mr. Powell 
that he ought not to have said, and he (::\fr. 
Beirnf') would like to correct some of the 
hon. m em b- r' · sta tementc.. At page 2728 of 
"I--IansarcJ " the- hon. n1ember Yt:ra.~ rel)orted 
tCJ ha· e said in criticism of his (:Mr. De'irn&'s) 
Sl1')?Ch-
. "1 am pl-•a:.ed h0 does not know Mr. 

Dunworlh, and I want to tell him a little 
bit about that gentleman's nature and 
character. La -t year, when the Dick­
san a'vard was on. :i\'lr. Dunworth and 
other farmers formed what thev called 
a protective socif'ty at Mackiiy. and 
practically proclaimed a lockout against 
the Dir'c:.-on awftrd at Mackay. They 
said that any man who employed a work­
man at the Dickson award rates must 

Hon. T. C. Beirne.] 
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fir:it of all get a permit from the society, 
nd that if h• did not the society would 

de l ···ith him. A farme1· wrote to ~lr. 
Dunworth, or his a···ociation, for a per-
mit employ a man to do so;ne work 
t'wt wished to have clone forthwith, 
and is the reply he received." 

He " ould not read the letter, which would 
be found on pe g2s 2728 and 2729 of " Han­
sarcl." Tlwn, iD criticism: of the letter, the 
hon. nH'e11 nr said-

" I arn not going to ask the Hon. Mr. 
Beirne whether he is proud of his new­
found friend, but I am going to extend 
to him my sympathy. The facts are, 
that at this time, in the ~1ackay district, 
the? received subscriptions from any­
body and (JYerybody, whether they were 
canegrowers or not, or members of their 
as .. ociation or not. They put th.•ir names 
on the roll, and swelled their numbers 
np, -'l.nd then Mr. Dunworth told us that 
they ha 1 900 members. A coupk of 
monthe aftr,rwarc1s they held a gener.d 
meeting and J'.lr. Turner, who was pre­
sent, tated that he re'5retted they did 
not have 900 members. They had the 
names, but they were not financial mem­
bers. as they had not paid up. Another 
gentleman who has been filling up the 
Hon. :Hr. Beirne with information is a 
gentlem.m namF] Powell. :'vlr. Powell 
in 1Jll, had a farm, 'giv _n to him,__:_ 
I think he termed it-at £7 an a_cre, and 
this c""ar he refnsed £5,000 for it. That 
is a 90~acre farrn." 

Hon. C. F. C\IIELSO::-J : I :have " letter 
showing that he asked for £7,000. 
Ho~. T. C. BEIR:::-JE: He (:Mr. Beirae) 

had rcc0ivecl the following telegram tloat 
day from l\lr. Powell-

" ::\ote ::\iel,on's remark 'Hansard' re­
lative mY private business stating my 
farm. purchased certain figure containing 
eert '~!I! acreage that I rr>fused five thou­
sand p~uncls same. I challenge him 
prove h1s statement and will give fifty 
pounds repatriation fund if he can do 
so. provid~d he giYes ten pounds if he 
fails. His statement re Turner's re­
marks membership united Cane Growers' 
As>aciation also false. Turner never 
has been president neither did a"'locia­
tion take any part in strike as alleged. 
J\Ir. Dunworth's letter r• ad by your>elf 
Hou''' puts growers' po•,ition exactly and 
I challenge Niclson or ·am- of his 
coll€a :~uc,, to di pro ye it. " 

" T. A. PoWELL, President." 
He had rec0ived the following letter from 
Mr. Dum.orth that dav :-

" Sydney otr0et: f.Iacka v 
"24th 2:\ove~ber, 1917. 

" The Hon. T. C. B~irne 
" care of T. C. B~eirn~ and Company 

"The y_,_lley, Brisbane ' 
"D( u" Sir,-

" I have just rcceiYed copy of 'Han­
sard' containing Mr. C. F. :::-Jielson'H 
speech on the second re·1ding of the 
Regulrttion of Sugar Cane P'rices Act 
Arn9nclment Bill. 

" In the first place, Mr. Nielson states 
that he i" plcctsPcl J',Ir. Bcirne does not 
know ::\lr. Dunworth, and he wants to 
tell you a little of m:"" nature and char­
ac!Pr. In rep!,:- to this, my character 
will 'tand all the test that ;,e wishes to 
pnt to ir, both pnblicly an~ privately. 

[Hon. T. C. Beirne. 

"\Yith regard to a letter which I ob­
served ln • liansard,' 1vrit~en bv n1e 
during the sugar crisis last veal~ and 
dated 26th September, 1917, [ wish to 
place the exnct circumstances before you, 
and I want you in turn to put the posi­
tion right before the Council. 

" On 26th August, 1916, a mass meet­
ing of millers and canegrowers was held 
to c-msider the position brought about 
through the incidence of the Dickson 
a\varc1. There \Vt?re somo 900 gro\Yers 
present, as 1vell as the local millers. 
After deciding that operations could 
not lv~ continued under the impossible 
conditions ilnposed, an advisory com­
mictec w:.~ appointed to take chr,rge of 
all prc.;eedings until rcc1ress had been 
secur0d. This committee was selected by 
this m ~ss meeting, and neithcl' the United 
Can0 nrowcrs' ~-\.ssociation nor the 
PioncPr RiYer Far~'lGrs' and Graziers' 
As•ocio~tion, Limit9d (which is the 
;}Iac:.av brRnch of the United C me 
Groy;e~·' Association) had anything what­
ever to do with it. 

" The personnel of that committee 
\vas as follO""~" ,~, Yiz. :-}fer"srs. J. 
McDonald (director of Racecourse Cen­
tral ::\Iil!J who was appointed chairman 
of the committee, IV. Jackson (director, 
l\~orth Eton Central :Mill), T. Hodgett 
(director, C'e.++le Creek Sugar Company), 
\Y. Prac+ (director, :Yiarian Central ::.fill), 
R.. A. ~.lcKie (.'irector, Plane Creek 
Central :·.li!]). F. J. Stev.•ns, H. E. Haw­
kin,;, J. ;\IcKny, and J. Galvin .. You 
will thus see that fiye ont of mne on 
this con1n1ittr0 \Vere directors. I vv~as 
appointed secretary of this committee. 

" I 1.vant von to "h"e emphatic on the 
point that o1u· asconation had no juris­
diction owr this committee. And every­
thing do,\:· during the crisis was author­
iHed lJv thicc committee, ,-ho laid down 
its own policy and worked accordingly. 

" The letter in question was ·n·itten by 
me bv direction of the committee. and 
our a:sociation in no 1ray interfered with 
the policy laid down nor yet did the 
association seek their aid to secure mem­
bers. \Vhat wa· done in this re,pect 
was the action of the committee done­
voluutarilv. 

":tvir. Xielson's references to the 900 
membership is at variance with . facts, 
which policy he is being noted for. It 
is also fal'e to se y that we swelled our 
membership b.: placing the names, of 
non-grower" on our roll, _becal~se tney 
sub,.,cribed to the fund. );ow, m turn, 
I would ask you to extend our e:·mpachy 
to him for his weak and false statements 
in the endeavour LJ so eotabli;;h his case. 

" As m-e time is limited, I am relnct­
antlv conipelled to dra•v to a close, but 
ehol{ld :Y1r. ::\'ielson require a few more 
Lets I will ]:;c onlv too happy to supply 
rhem. In the meantime fight on, be­
cause without fear of contradiction, :-ou 
have' tl:Je majority of Queenslr.nd cane· 
growers 1vith you. 

"Youre faithfully, , 
"P. T. Dc~WORTH. 

He mi9;ht inform the Hon. ::\Ir. ~ielson that­
the amendment wae not prompted by :\lr. 
Dun worth. 

Hon. a. F. NIELSO::-J: How do you know '1' 



R~ Jl!ufion Gf Sugar Cane [27 X OVEMBER.] Price,s Act Amm!7
1n! nt Bi'l. 32\H 

Hox. T. C. BEIR:'\E: He kr ,. it ··as 
not. B_c · -Tas n;,_~! g-oing to 5.npport the an1cnd­
fil('L', and he did not think it wou!t1 be 
e.:trri(-1. In fad. he did noc think the :11in­
istcr -~1,'0uld prf•ss it. 

Ho);. A. DUXN: The :Vlinister had not 
g: .- ~n an;c rclcon wh,- they should preYent 
the owner of a mill from moving his trrrm­
ways if he found it ad• antageous w his 
bu.:inc.~ ·:o do so. As the ae1endment ,,":--as 
wordc-J, it would apply not only to fxed 
tl'ainlines but also to movable tran1lincs 
that weP laid down in the fields when har­
Yl ~ting t1~ crop. Surely the 11inisler did 
not mean the amendment to apply to mov­
able tr •rnlincs! There was not the slightest 
fear of a miller mo,·ing his fixed tramlines 
00 lon;_:r, as he was conYf'ying payable traffic 
for his mill OYer thos~ lim·s. If the amount 
oi c me being carried o\·er the lines did not 
justif:: his keeping them where they '·'ere, 
no one •-hou' 1 lw nl the right to prevent him 
liftin:, them a,·d putting them where they 
would be·-~ sene his mill. If the ::\fini~ter 
could show reason to the contrary, he (:\fr. 
Dunn) had an op· n mind in the matter. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIXES: It was 
not his intention when he moved the amend­
mrnt to I1..1ke it apply to movable tram­
linr~. and he •vas prepared to insert the word 
'' permanent" before the ''7 ord " tram\vay" 
ire the amP'!ldment, i1 that would nwet the 
wishes of hon. members. If, as was stated 
b:; the Hc,:I. }lr. Dunn, no miller was likely 
to move a )wrrnanent tramline, thel'I the 
amendment could do no harm. 

Hon. C. F. XrELSOX: Thev have been 
rnoved in rnany districts. ~ 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: He 
could· get permis,ion from the Central 
Board if he wi,hed to move them. \Vould 
hon. members accept the amendment if he 
iL3Cttcd the word " pern1anent" ? 

Ho:<:Ol'RABLE 3.1EMBERS: Xo. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINE!?: \Vhy 
not? 

Hem. P. J. LEAHY: \Vhy don't you co,-,fine 
this to the mills that the Government have 
taken over? You don't want to go beyond 
that. 

The SECRETARY FOR :VH?\ES: The 
Government were not likely to injure the 
growN. However, the Committee had the 
a.mendment before them, and he hoped it 
would be carried after it wes amend<-cl bv 
inserting the word " permnnent " before the 
word "tramway." \Vith regard to the state­
ment of the Hon. :Mr. Niclson that Mr. Dun­
worth had prompted the amendment, he 
might say that he did not know \Jr. 
Dunworth, and that the Government were 
entirely rHponsible for ~he amendment. He 
did not think it wrv. worthv of hon. mf'm­
bc>rs, in discussinr; an important measure like 
this, to cast reflections on men who were 
engag·ed in the industry, and who ·were Jtot 
preseCit to defend themselY-·'<; hut that •vas 
a ::netter t11at everv· hon. member could 
please himself about: 

The CHAIRMAN: I;; it the wish of the 
Committee that the· word "permanent." be 
inserted before the 'vord "tram·way '' '? 
Ho~OURABLE ::HE:UBERS: Hear. hear! 

Ho". ~-\. G. C. He\ WTHOR"': He did 
not think it matterecl whether tbe word 
"p('rn1anent" was inserted in the ainellcl­
ment or not. as that would not make tho 
objection to ·the amendment any the kss. 

Tl1c n-:: ·i:1 fna~tion of t~lc Cane Prices };, arJ 
IYa::i to iix tht' price of cane t' bet\V{'C'll the 
millowncr and the grcnYer. and they should 
n~t he iil a positiorl to dictate to ._the JIJill­
n·· ·l1er "\·:l·, ·?re he should put hjs tnunlilll .,, 
'.vhc ther r _ rmancnt or portabl0. The __ ,ill-
0"\Yncr "\Y_-,s the be~t judge a··. to v-hat was 
the best for tho miller and the e-rowers in 
regard to that rnutter, and he ~ hou.ld be 
allowed to sav where his trlLmwav should be 
laid. This Bill w-•S before thA · Hon e last 
vear. and it \'as a strange thing tha · th e 
:,, -.ts no proposal of this kind made then. As 
the Hon. :11r. Lcahv interjected. the amend­
ment might be made to appl:v to ( ·i -~s in 
which tHe Gov.ornment had hken o-.-er the 
mill, but the Government were absolutely 
empowered to take oYer the mill, tramways 
and C'\~erythi11g e]sc. If thf'y took over ~he 
mill thev mnct take over all tho accessories. 
under ~11 the circumstance'< he thour:ht it 
\Yas unncc ,_ o ry to give this poY\'81' to tho 
C,Jnc PriC(·s Bonrd. 

Hoc.:. I. :2 EREL: In list 3Iling to the de­
bate on this mocsure it struck him a· very 
pcf'ulia1· that on every C1U;_•stion that 'vas 
''rom ht before the Coun<'il the · hr:ccl to l;·,·cen 
to th-e opinions of a largo nunlber of persons 
who knew comparatiydy little about the 
subject. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: Aren't we listening to 
that now? 
Ho~. I. PEREL: The Government would 

not propose an amendment of this sort unless 
thoro wati son1e occasion for it. There \Yas 
not the slightest doubt in his mind that 
since this Bill hafl come before the House 
the Goocerument n1ust ha..,-c received sorne 
communicCLtion to th~ offed that their privi­
legr':'l or tl:.eir interc:sts .. ,·ere b-oing interfered 
with h,- the rc,moYlLl of tramways. The Hon: 
~lir. Xi<ehon said one thing and the Hon. 
:Mr. Gib;on said anot'lCr. How wore hem. 
men1bers a'~ p:,r~nsih1(' nH~n to pas.s aJl ·opinion 
upon any subjccc when they had to li~ten 
to differences of opinion from hon. gentle­
men who were intore<-.ted in the present state· 
of affair~? 

Hon. C. F. NIELSON: I am not interested. 
HC''1. I PEREL: He had never heard a. 

greater champion for any industry than the 
hon. member had been for this industry, and, 
while he gaYe the hon. member ccedit for ihe 
hig-hest rnoti ves and for doing what ht' was 
doin,.; without anv hopo of fee or ruward, 
he thought he must be interested in the in­
dustrY. He had known insbnces in which 
men 'had be0n injured very much by the 
action of rnillowners in liftin!{ tr&nnvaJ in 
the early days and ,making grow c·rs c •.rt 
their cm1e for mil<w,. If there wore ten 
g-rowers in one place r<nd they had."' tnm­
line to take their cane to the null. and 
ther•_' vn~rc s went;,~ 0TO\Vers in another place, 
tho millmvner would look nfter thCJse twenty 
grower-. Sng-"r expertJ in the Lower House 
\vho ha i studied the question all their livee 
had gon,, throngh th-is medsurn and h ;d 
sent it to the Council. and those sngar ex­
pcrh knew as much about the businese as 
either the Hon. Mr. ::\'ielson or the Hon. -:\1r. 
Gibson. Th,·v had only Gao expert on that 
side of the 'Hou '"' and he was a n-, wly 
appointed m<'mber who had to pnt his •vits· 
against those of t'o.' clover men he had men­
tioned. It would be a very g-ood plan for 
some experts in the Locn'r Hou·•'' to meet· 
in Committee and place the Bill before the 
Council in the manner that would suit them,. 
and then leave to the Council the onus of 

Hon. I. Perel.] 
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pa'"inc- or rejecting the Bill. ReallY, he 
did n'Ot think that the members o( that 
CluPnbcr \Yerc possc~sed of such ::t large 
amou !t of intelligcnc_o as would ena~lo th~m 
to leo·Islatc on anythmg and <eYerythmg that 
came before them, and to pose "-s experts. 

Ho:-;. C. H. NIELSON: The Hon. ~1r. 
Hmnhorn put his finger on the right spot 
when he pointed out that the business of 
the Cane Prices Bo>trd, whether local or 
centrul. \cas to fix the price of cane. The 
provo _cd an1endtnent was in the nature of 
a fuether strlltching of the interpretation of 
s~ction 12, ~aragraph (/), of. the principal 
7'l.ct, \Yher? the _board were enJomed to take 
m· .1 considur_ltwn other local conditions. 
The Go;-crnment desired that the Central 
Bnard should be clothed with power to run 
a mill do"·n to the buying of grean for the 
rolkn and the engine bearings. That was 
not the object for which boards were ntab­
lisheJ. The,\ . were established to fix the 
price for cane. The Hon. l'ilr. Per<:! said 
he kll('''? of in: tances several vear, :..' rro in 
which the miller" lift0d tramll'w's, and the 
farmc .·s had to cut their c.1ne to the mill. 
If. the farmers had to cart their ce '18 to the 
mlll, the Central Board made p10vision tJ 
1ncct such a c.1se, as hon. n1en1bers '· · uld 
fi'ld by referring to tho "Gaz·, tt-c" of' the 
25th ~\1ay, 1917. whore thev ''-'ould find a 
nu:tllb•::>r of awards set out. In the a.\Yard on 
pa. e. 167; of that "Gazette," paragraph 8 n: the lert-hand column, there was this pro­
\-.-lSIOn-

.'' Every gro\vPr C'trtinz canG to thf' 
null shall be allowed an extra price of 
6,d. per ton for c_n•ry half-mile or part 
tnereof the cane 1s c:trtcd to the mill." 

A similar provision would be found in other 
~nrard(;. Tramnnc3 were usually laid \Vith 
~3-lb. _rails. and at the pn-.ent" time thc .. 

8 
tram:hues were worth £8C,J per mile in 
matena!. As a matt0r of fact. the material 
w'!-s alwost unprccurable. \Yhv should a 
Hnll. bc-f'ause it had laid down· a tramlinn 
sf'me 5C,lo w.;o : t the requc~t of C'lrt:-in 
.f>Cople wno made certam promises that the;­
nad 1_10t kep", not be allowed to lift tha't 
trn1lme when there were otho·, cclling for 
a tramwoy :omewhere el ? \Yhy should the 
Cc·ntral Board say to the millowner, "You 
mu.,t lr.'a .-e that tramway there. and must not 
r~~n~ovc it un~il ·Ke give you ~erini;;;si?J?-·" 
".1c:n the board had already maae pronswn 
for an allo-,, ance to be made in c~_ses where 
g:o,--er.- had to cart their c .me to the mill ? 
'\\ hy_ should tho board interfere with the 
dPtai!c J mana:;·~n!ent of the mill? The thing 
":-.~.~ perfectly nchculous. The Minister n1en-
1Jollc cl that the suppliers clang the Gargctt-
0\ceib Crock tramline had had that lino 

pul!cd up. He had 1-;:iv.en the his­
[8 p.m.] tory of that, and their grievrnce 

·vas not '' orth three penn' orth 
of gin, bec&use th<:y gave their promise, but 
m•1:er !G'pt up to the stipulated quantity, on 
which the null spent £5,000 in providing a 
t:e,'.ruline. 

Hon. A. G. C. HA V. THORN: \Yhy did they 
not ha ....-c an agreen1 rnt? 

Hox. C. H. KIELSON: It was a matter 
of trmt. Tho·co were the facts, and he defied 
anybody to dispute them. 

HoN. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: The Hon. 
111r. Perr>l said he looked upon it as imperti­
nence on the part of hon. members to ven­
'ture to speak on matters of which thev did 
~wt know as much as men engaged in the 

[Hon. I. Perel. 

industry. How were they going to give an 
intelligent vote if they did not take an intel­
ligent interest in n1attcrs con1ing b0fore 
ti1em? That was the only \Vay in which they 
cculd use thpir faculties and arrive at a 
decision. Certainly, they would all admit 
that there wore two hon. members who were 
.particularly well versed in regard to sugar­
the Hon. :Mr. :1\ielson and the Hon. Mr. 
Gih,,on. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIXES : And the Hon. 
Mr. Court ice? 

Hox. A. G. C. HAWTHORX: Yes. as a 
~;rower, he had gi;-en them a lot of informa­
tion. too. Those were the three men who 
knew all about the industr:, but was that 
an>' reason whY thev should remain mum 
vr1d not get illformUtion and cast ~ Yote 
without knowing what they were gomg to 
Yote upcm? The Minister h·cd g-iven them 
no n ason why they _should give the Central 
Board the power to mb?rfere as he proposer! 
with the rnillowners' businE'ss. 

'The SECRETARY HOR MIXES: He 
ha", given one or two cases in 8Upport of hi-; 
amendment. There Wt:\1 the Owens Creek 
Cc.' 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORX: Wh0re the 
growers did not carry out their agrecn1~nt. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: They 
had Lo e·:izionco of that. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHOR)[: It has been 
ac,crte>d and not coHtradict~d. 

The SECRETARY FOR :\1IXES: They 
did not kno-w· n1n.nv ',tat()nlcnts had been 
made in the Ilouse ;ince the Bill had been 
before them. 

Hon. T. J. O'SHEA: Your want of know­
lecge does not justify the introduction of an 
amendment. 

The SECRETARY ]'OR ::'.liNES: He 
:::B. id h<~ did not know that the sugar-;rowers 
ia th..tt distriC't broke their agreement. He 
\\"a:'; not. prepared to accept .the stutc1nent 
that the growcn broke thmr agre0ment . 
Lccctuse. in the course of a '' cek or so, they 
vcould probably get a telegram or a letter 
provi--g that it v.as HOt a fact. · 

Hon. C. H. XrELSO)[: Mr. Henry. of the 
l:om·d, whom you aro nmulting all the. time, 
h10ws the facL. They y;erc put to hmo at 
l\~ack:.y in n1y pr: -~cnce. 

The SECRETARY FOR :MINES : If 
t11ev could, by any a1TI''nda1cnt, a~3ist ~he 
rro\·c( r and protect him fror1 hardslup wh10h 
1uie-ht occur 1£ a tra1nlinP \Yere taken up by 
a 1'i-tiller \VhLn it >hc,uld be left there to get 
J,i- cnne to the mill, the:- should do so. 
Tl·.~t wa3 the reason why the Government 
proposed the amendment. At the present 
tin:e ht: onlv kne\v of on€ casl', but he \Vas 
not c.,tying t'hat there v a> not tl;e o_ther sug­
gc- ted ca3e in the Bundaberg dr,tnct. 

Ilox. B. FAHEY: He did not exactly sub­
scribe to the philosophy of the Hon. Mr. 
Hawthorn a to the rc3.c·,ons why hon. mem­
bers should come to conclusioni. A judge 
on the bench knew nothing about ~he case 
that came before him. He was gmded en­
tirch- bv the evidence. The Hon. Mr. Haw­
thorn s,;id that the' should be ::.·uided by the 
e,:idence and kno\,,ledge of hon. me;nbers 
vho knew something about the sugar mdus­
trv It had been indicated there that even­
ing:_h, believed truthfully-tha.t on,e of th?se 
hon. members was in the habrt o, drawmg 
<·xtensively on his imagination. If that were 
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so, tlwv ha,l oulv the Hon. ~Ir. Gibson and 
the Ho.n. ::\Ir. Courtice to rely upon. If they , 
\rerc io be g·uided bv hon. members >vho 
came into the: Hou·C and dealt with a ques· 
twn of that kind in which they W•Jre inter· 
<.>tecl-and the sugar-gro\vers were not as 
\\·ell represented in the Council as thev ought 
tP br_'-what \\ere thev to do? Tht?v must 
t xcn·i -r their own co111mon sense an~l their 
own know1edg" of things as well and come 
to a rational and, he hoped an equitable 
decision. ·with regard to the raising of the 
tram rails, the boards wero established for 
a C'ert ~in purpose. 

Hen. \Y. J. RIORDA:'i: Are you in favour 
of planting ratcons ·t 

Ho:s-. B. FAIIEY: The hon. member would 
know whrrt ho wits in favour of before he 
::-at do\:!L The hon. rncn1bcr \vas too n1uch 
in the habit of making his speeches sitting. 
He was not in the House for that 
purpose. He understood that certain of the 
~ugar-gT.J\VPrs \Yere great socialists. great 
ag·itator,,, and it was quito possible that the 
n:iller mi~ht get \Vhat was cornmonly called 
a "ctown ., on those people and take up the 
r.·il" \' ~th a YiC\V to doing· them an injury. 
J-J l V· Ott'lcl ::: .:Jt for one n1oment suggr st that 
dw Hon. ::\lr. Gibson would lend himocdf to 
<:J,ything of that kind. He believed his plan­
tation -~Yas n1odel plr;ntation, and there ~s~1s 
not in the ~-outhorn hemisnhoro a better eon­
dueted plantation, nor wac! there a man in the 
whole of Australia probably more respected 
than tho Hon. ::Ylr. Gibson, and that spoke 
verv well for his honour and his treatment of 
LF· .. nun. But he was quite convinced that 
there were mi!lers in Queensland who would 
de >Yhat he had suggested. Most of the 
f:: 1'0\Yf'r ~ \Yen: poor ll1Cl1. rrhe other day they 
(i;:l thern an inju.stice by depriving those \Vho 
were onlv cultivating 5 acres of a vote. Those 
were the" n'en >Yho W<'l·e the backbone of the 
eountrv-hono~t. l:onourablc men, who tried 
to inl'")rove their conditions, not men \vho 
earned their 14 or 15s. a da-c and lrft it at 
the public-hou ·"~ at night. Tho;.;;c \VCre the 
g.;Dd citizens whom they ought to en<.:}uragc. 
But he v. as afra' l that by reason of the 
---~rustic alncndmcnt;;; which had been in~erted 
-~ ::nn of thcn1 '"ere t<. ·J cumberso1ne-the 
GoYcrlmJcnt would nnt a~r:ept the Bill.· If 
th0 Go\'Crnrncnt h.:u.ld decide not to gi.-e the 
Bill life, the Council would be saddled with 
the responsibility. The _Bill. was brought in 
to do that modicum of J ustwe to the sugar­
growers of Queensland for which they had 
been asking, and which had been denied to 
them for reo sons he had stated for years past. 
Clthcr Bills had been m mutilated that they 
had been dropped and lost, but he hoped that 
this one "-ould net be lost, because it ·was the 
D.rst promi~ing atten1pt of \vhich he knew to 
do j u~tiee to tho gr<nvers, and so far as he 
was concerned he would do his best to see 
that their gril'vances were redressed. 

Qucstio!1-That the words proposed to be 
insertc,d (Jfr. ,1. J. Jones's amr.,clment on 
clause 12) be so inserted-put; and the Corn· 
mittce diviclod:-

CoNTE:>rTs. 14. 

Hon. R. Bedford 
F. Courtite 
\V. U. Crampton 
W. H. Demaine 
B. Fahey 
A. J. Jones 
H. Llewelyn 

T•ller: Hon. 

Hon. L. McDonald 
E. McDonnell 
T. :\"evitt 
G. Page-Hanify 
I. Perel 
E. B. Pm·nell 

, W. J. Riordan 
W. J. Riordan. 

?\oT~CONTENrS, 20. 
T. C. Beirnc Eon. :r. Hodel 
C. CampL·Jl P. J. Leahy 
·J. C01d1shaw C. F. Marks 

Hon. 

G. S. Curtis E. D. Mil<'s 
A. A. Davey U. F. );ielson 
A. Dunn T. ,J. O'Sirea 
A. Gibson A. H. Parnell 
H. L. Groom W. Stephens 
T. M. Hall H. Turner 
A. G. C. Hawthorn '\. H. Whittingham 

Teller: Hon. A. Dunn. 
Re•olved in the negative. 
Hox. C. F. NIELSON moved the inser­

tion, after line 29, of the following words:-
" In subsection five of section twelve of 

the principal Act, the words 'local board 
or anv narty' are hereby repealed, and 
the ,;·or-ds ' anv millowner or by the 
majority of caner,-rowers bound by the­
award who supplied sugar-ca.ne to such 
mill durin"' the vear then last past' are· 
inserted in" lieu thereof. 

''After Hibclause fi.-e of se<:Jtion twelve 
of the principal Act, insert the following 
words:-

For the purpose of this subsection 
' cancgrower' shdl be deemed to mean 
a c~negrower who supplied not less 
than two hundred tons of sugar-cane to 
such mill to which the award applied, 
or >vas the owner of not les6 than 
twc-utv acres of land assigned to such 
mill cultivated with sugar-cjne in the 
ye r in respect of which the award was 
made. 
"),n application under this subsection 

shall be m '!de not later than fourteen 
days after the close of the crushing 
sracon in re-·pect of which the award was 
n1ade." 

The amen -]me- 1t meant that when a local 
board h >rl giv, n an award an appeal could 
c.nly be m" rl0 eith0r by the miller concerned 
or by e r1ajority of canegrow;,rs boun_d by 
thn a\vard, and "canegrO\'-~€r wa<j Inter­
preted to m· ~n "a person who h"d ~up­
nliod eith•r 200 tons of cane the previOUS 
~-ear or had cuJtiyatcd 20 acrPs wit!:; c::me 
on lancl ae<ig. ed to the mill." The obJect of 
the Bill was that thE' local board should 
make an award. Under the existing Act 
any P' rty ag~;rievod by an !'wa.rd-that 
meant anv one grower--{)ould msbtnte an 
appeal frc>m the local board to t~e Central 
Board. Under the amendment 1t took a 
majoritv of growers to make an apl!eal. 
The latter part of the amendment pronrlcd 
that in order to have finality anv application 
for an appeal must be made within fourteen 
rlavs aft0r the .-cason was closed, as other­
wi'f• the growers would have to wait inde­
finitely before they could gPt a final settle­
mcmt on tho ,.,o.;rson's operations. 

The PBCRETARY FOR MINES: The 
Hon. • Mr. Niolson had moved a similar 
amenr1mO?nt on clause 8, but had subo2-
nucntlv 'Yithdrn.wn it. 
- Hon: C. F. ::'\frELSON: That is so. 

The SBCRETARY FOR MINES: The 
Committee should make the Bill uniform. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: We cannot stultify our­
selvos. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The 
hon. gentleman should therefore with_clraw 
his ame11dment and make the clause umform 
with clause 8. 

Ho:'i. C. F. NIELSON: He had no objec· 
tion to the suggestion of the Secretary for 

Hon. (!. F. Nielson.] 
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j\lin". but. at the se. ne time, he would point 
out that although the Cmnn1ittee asked for 
uLiforr:1it~.~, the thing Yras not on the san1e 
fcoti::g-. In clause 8 they asked for a cerhin 
n1ajoriry t0 fonu ,~ be 1.:::d. and the an1•- nd­
llWllt d0alt with the qw. ,tion of an appeal 
frcm the local board. 

T::c SECT'.ETARY FOR 11E\ES: It 
~honld ll·9t require twenty growers to make 
an appeal. 

Hon. C. F. NrELSON: Why not? 

The SECRETARY FOR :YII::\'ES: If 
three or four growers suffered an injustice, 
>vhy should they not h.c,ve the right of 
ap1Jeetl? \Yhat \Vas wrong with leaving the 
amendment out altogether as there was no 
neccs··ity for it? It would be absurd to say 
1,hat there must be twentv dissatisncril 
growers before an appeal coiild be made. 
.and that if ten growers suffered an injustice 
thc.v >vould have no right of appeal. 

Hon. C. F. NIELSON: It is not a question 
of getting ju;:;Iice; it is a que 'jtion of beding 
harmony. 

liON. P. J. LEAHY: If he rememberE>d 
:rightly, the first place where they inserted 
those words wa ., in connection with the crea­
tion of the C~ntial Board, and it seemed 
to him that there was no difference in 
principle bdwcen a minority wanting a boa.rd 

to be established and a minority 
[8.30 p.m.] wanling the right to appeal. 
· He thought they ought to adopt 

thP same principle in this instance as they 
had .adopted in clause 8, though the amend­
ment might have to be put in different 
words. 

HoN. C. :B'. :C'UELSON asked leave to with­
draw his amendment with a view to insert­
iug an amendment to meet the wishes of 
l1on. mmnbers. 

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 

Ho~. C. F. NIELSOX moved the ineer­
tivn. after line 29, page 12, of the follow­
ing:-

" In subsection fi,-c of section t,··ch·e 
of the principal Act, the words · loc,il 
board or any party' .are hereby repealed. 
and the words ' auv mil!owncr or b,- the 
canegrowers bound' by the award t;:, the 
number following, namely-if the total 
number of snch cauegrowers supplying 
cane to a mill is less than sixtv bnt not 
less ~ban one-third of such car;egrowers, 
and in oth• r ca>·•CS bv ne kh than twentv 
such canegrowers' "are inserted in lieu 
thereof. 

'·After subclausc five of section twelve 
of the principal Act, insert the following 
words:-· For the jlllrpo'e of this sub-

crion ''canC:'.{rower'' shall be deen1~d to 
1ncan a.. canegro"' e>r \vho supplied not 
less than two hun{_1r(·d tons of sugai·-cane 
to euch mill to whic11 the award applied. 
or wa·:l the owner of not le.:::..:. than 
tw :nty acre; of land assigmd to such 
1nill cuJtiyatcd wi+h sugal'-C'ane in the 
year in respect of which the award was 
made. 

" An apvlication un,1.er this subsection 
shall he made not later than fourteen 
days after the clo',e of the crushing se, son 
in r0spcct of which the .award was made." 

The SECRETARY FOR MI:\"ES: L:nder 
the Railways Act one man might appeal and 

[Hon. G. F. iYie1son. 

l' ·t redre;·'. ~f the ";PP' 1l ';·ere frivolous 
t11c cLSP v. as {JlSJnJssea In tno snn1e 1.• ay. 
if one gro1ver h .d a griL~Yal ::e he should 
be allo1•, eel to appeal. If his a; peal "'"'' 
friYolo'E, it \vould be cEsn1i::;sed by the 
Ct·ntral :Soard. If hal£ a dozen gro\Yt.?rs 
h1.d n t:r1e--ance UJcY ~hr ulrl be al1owcd to 
.appeal~-~ and they ~l1onkl not fix thP pro­
pm·ticn ,. , one-third of tlw total number of 
.;rowers. because the half dozen might not 
be one-third of the total number of growers 
He 1honght the Con1mittee would not b·~ 'vise 
.. o aC'c ~nt the anlL'l: JnH~nt. and he \vas sure 
the Ass'embiy >vould not ac opt it. 

Hoc;. F. COURTICE: Every facility 
r:hould be giYL'n to gro·~· l=>rs to ap1Jeal to the 
Central Board if they thought the} had a 
grievance. It would· no: take a. great deal 
of time for the Central Board to deal with 
an appe d. He hoped that the hon. member 
wouid not press the part of the amendment 
which pr,Jvir'ed that an application should be 
made not less than fourteen da0's after the 
close of the cn:shing season in respect of 
wh'ch the award was made. They did not 
ah...aYS lmmv at the end of the crushing 
seaso"n what the pi·ice of raw sugar was going 
to be. and he suggested that the time should 
be extended beyond fourteen days. 

HoN. C. F. NIELSOX: The fixing of the 
prico o£ sugar had nothing at all to do with 
an award. In every award the Central Board 
based the price of cane on a selling price of 
£18 per ton of sugar with an additional 
schedule showing how much per £1 of rise 
or fall in the price of raw sugar was to be 
paid for cane, so that it would not matter 
whether the price of sugar as £21 per ton 
or £27 10s. The Central Board had already 
rrovid,,d for that by fixing the basis on which 
the calculation was to be made. Further 
tlvn that. every award specified that it was 
to remain in f ·.rce until the 31st day of 
l'llarch in the following year. The limiting 
of the time for lodging an application to 
fourteen d;:ys after the end of the crushing 
s:ason \Yas du~ in the interests of the gro\ver, 
so that the mill could make its final payment. 
If no su,_h lin1it \vero ir ,2rtcd, in the case 
of c .,ncogrowers who supplied under the group 
sy;;te1n o:uo or two di.'!:-;runtled growers 1:night 
>Yall'. to appeal, and the rest \Could have to 
'' ait for their m one\'. He did not know 
whether they were "to take the Minister 
seriously when ho talked about the rights of 
min_orities. The Bill introduced the principle 
of colle-ctive bargaining in conncr:tion \Vith 
the relations bchvoen Inille;.:s a,nd cane­
growers. and that was a principle or which 
the,· heard a great deal from the Minister 
.and his friends. I-lo no\v \va.:.1<:ed to give 
one or t\vo gro"vers 'vho were not Ratisfied 
with a baP:ain the right to appeal ·when­
m-er thev liked. The main con· ideration 
was £ s.cL It was ne' likelv that men vcould 
t'J'~wa! '..·ith re , Nl to tl;e details of a.n 
award; .and. if the Central Board ga.ve an 
award with which the majority of the 
growers were satisfied. \vhy should one or 
twcl gro"·ers who were dissatisfied be given 
thr: right to lodge an appeal? l-Ie did not 
think it wise to extend the tinw beyond 
fourteen days as no final payment could be 
made until the· time ba.d elap .. bd within 
which an appeal muct be lodged. As it was 
pwvided that one-third of the growers could 
.apply for a board. it was not too much to 
ask that they should require one-thi"d of the 
growers to apply for leave to appeal. 
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Icoo;. P.> J. LEAHY: He wished to get a 
little ~nort1 :nfor~nation, if h0 coLld. hefo1·e 
h2 YO'tL•d on fhis €ll1L':~d 1 .:Pl!t. Sc"~n1e hon. 
rne.-llJ! l'S conte!l 1c _1 <::lLtt n siH~de :nclividur.l 
should have' the right to apper;l. \Yr< there 
an-- 1~ ·.:. :~-.a~:n· cl',Use in this Inea;;-, .trP \vhich 
gaYc n ~ingle growc:- that rig·ht? 

Hon. C. F. ~IELSOX: Xo. 
Hox. P. J. LE),HY: If a sillo·le "rower 

<:'ould etppcal against an m-cccrd that cmight 
he inconvenient; on the oth~r hand.·· if 
they only gave this right to a majority 
Df the groy;,·er~, a scri('ll' iuius"ic:e 1nio·ht b"~ 
done to th" minorit·. The Hon. :\1r. :Nielson 
propo·::cd in his a1~u:-nd~a~nt th·~t u gro\ver 
should be de Hll d to rue an a caEBQTo\ver \\·ho 
swmlied not less than 200 tons of cane to the 
Inill or IY:l3 the owner of r>Jt less than 20 
ucrPs of land ,·,signed to such mill culti vatcd 
\vit_h su~-{ll'-<'" no in t1Ie :·c ~r in re-:)ect of 
wluch the ',W<Lrd w::ts made. ln a similar 
matter dealt 1vith nrc\'iouslv thev m,~,de it 10 
acres. It ''as a ·pity that the Hon. Mr. 
Courtiee an<:l the Hon. :'\lr. r\iclson could 
not put theh: ht.:.>nds togethe1· and cotne to 
<lll ag1·ectnent on thi~ Jnutte::·. 

The SECRETARY FOR ::'viTI\ES: A single 
gro1ver could n1e.kc an applj('atic,n for a 
va:·iation of an award~ l-ut u~ul0r section 9 

·Of the principal Act an a;Jpeal might be 
brought about by any O\YIH~r of a n1ill or 
t·-\·enty cnnegro,vcrs. 1-'~~und bY the cnvard. 
.A"nyone. in his 01)inion. ~hol1Jd have the 
Tight of appcnl. ·rrh~re we~ e bvo di.:;tinct 
matters cealt. w1th in the amendm<::nt. The 
last par,<gmph provided that application 
under tlw subsection should be ,}wde not 
later than fourteen davs ofter the close of 
the crnshing sea.son in· r~•;Jcct of which the 
~n-vard was n1ade. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: There c..re two distinct 
man·~'rs <:lealt wioh. and they ~ohould be put 
sc·paratcly. 

The SECRETARY FOR :\TE'\ES: The 
Committee mig:hf be agrePd as to the first 
two :Jarag:raphs of thr.- t:n1-cnrhnent. hut he 
\Vas <:'erhdnly 1 ,Jt iE fa Your of the proyision 
of the last paragraph. lweause the mill mi~cht 
nor know the prjce th<>Y rnig:1t get for their 
sng;ar within that tim'e. - \Yourd the Hon. 
l'll!-.. ::\";Plson dPlotc the last par,c,raph or 
put 1t ,separately? 

Hox. C. F. :\IELciOI\: He would deal 
lYith the t'iYo n1r~.tters sopa1·~~teJY. and jn order 
t0 meet the vie-': .-,f the Cc;llmitiec WOL!ld 
"\Yithdray~- th_~ las~ p;_u:a~r tph for the present. 

Ho;;. B; FA HEY: He was under the im­
prc :;:::.r n tnat the age of t;,T•J.nny was oyer. 

Hon. P. J. LHUY: It did not exist up to 
two and a-half y ~'' rs ago. 

Ho::. B. FAHEY: E one man had u 
('ause of nrtion ag-rri1Ft one n1en1her o~ a 

· conlp_lllY) c.:.cC'ordini! to the an1cndn1ent, h 
\Yonlcl not !w aliw r~d to appeal to th<> 
Supreme Court for redress. The rights of 
1ninorities were ackno\Yledged in all our 
ur·tiYiti(~~-

The SECRETARY FOR l\IrXES : The rights of 
the individual should be ol"ornd ;·n this 
rna ttcr. 

Ho:-;. B. FAHEY: rnder the articles of 
""ociation of a. con1puny. any threo mein-

could call a meet;ng: of the who]·' of lhc 
xne1nbers. whether thP nrnjo:dt' liked it or 
not. It was no:lling rshort of c1:uelty and the 
grossest inju~tice to an individual suffering 
from <1 grievance to deny him the right to 

avail hin1sc~f of r-v ~ry oppcrtuni ~-y to redre.:s 
1h~ t F.._:ic·v:..r•,_,r·~·, ~l' he h0r;('d 

1
rhe -~·mlJJlli~·~ee 

y;,>uld not j_.las-, an n!.l· ·Ht:lH -lt. 

HoK. T J. O'SHEA: He took it that rho 
Col~nni"Ct"_' HlC>relY 1Yanh,.1 t") ~~l kc· thi~ Bill 
OIY~·atiYc. ,,-o:;.,kalJlc, a·~ l ( ;.·.·l~c<:Jye·:' anc:_, if 
~o. tb·'Y should 1 ·e cou:-::isren;:: TP.i·~ a·~'e>nd~ 
n1e:1t ~hould be put in a form · ··hid1 ._ .... ; ~ in 
ext:._ :t C'onforn1ity v;ith a J"rl't'Yi _,us an1endn1ent 
adopted by the ·committet~. 

I-Iun. B. FAHEY: Thi-: i~ a difiereHt subject 
altog;_•th·_-r. 

Hox. I'. ,J. O'SHEA: The hon. member 
dor. not knuw -what he is talking a~,out if ne 
sa:~, th, t 

Hon. 13. FAHEY: I know 11·httt I am talk­
ing about just as ·well as you do. 

Hox. I'. J. O'SHEA: The Hon. Mr. 
r\ielson had 'tated th>~t h.c was :n-f·pared 
to separate. the two matte,-., dealt with in 
the amendment. The fil'st t1vo paragraplB 
\YC're in perfect con~orn1i~y 1Yith th.__, arnend~ 
ment alcead:: "dopted by the Condnittee, und 
the Minister v·onld '•-,n well ':lvised if he 
aceepted thosr- h,~o para!Sray,hs. and took a 
-ypt•> 'ln the third paragraph. if he tl:ought 
fit. 

The SECRETARY FOR :.\1IXES: He 
,,~ould let the fil·st two paragraphs p;o, if the 
thi•-d paragraph was put separ.•tely. 

Hox. F. CO"CR'TICE: He would like to 
know whether the Hon. :.\h. ~ielson had 
altered 20 acres to 10 A.cres? 

Hon. C. F. XrELSOX: Xo. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIXES: Ttle 
v-erv ,,o,-cls the C,nnmittee \Yere nov\~ aslu~d 
to insert in th"" clausP 1vere similar to those 
contained in the cmendment the Hon :Mr. 
~iclson proposed in clause s. but he then 
withdrew the words relating to 200 tons of 
cane in his an1endP1ent in Clause 8. 

Hon T. J. O'SHEA: But 20 acres still 
ren1ains. 

Tlw SECRETARY FOR :.\1IXES: t.;;o. 
that y,as altered to 10 acrEs~ and the words 
"supplic l met k"· than 200 tons of cane" 
werE \cithdra\Yn a!togethe:'. 

Hon. T .. J. O'SHE.\: The assi·tant cl~rk 
in+orn1cd hi1r1 that on line 45, daus~ 8. page 
6, the \vord "twenty" was on1ittecl and the 
\VOrd ''ten" inserted. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIX CS: The 
Hon. ::VIr. r\ic!,on knew as W<'ll ·'' he did 
th~t this amendment ~,\'as 1\"0rd fc.:· word the 
fame as the mnenclme'lt in cbuso 8. and he 
wn~ under the in1pression that the hon. 
QT1 .~-lcntan \Yt~s \Yithdnnving the \Yord,, re~ 
f::. Hug to the to1r~age of c.1ne .supplied. 

Ho:-;. C. F. NIELSOX: Where the con­
fusion had t<")ken 'llacd '' ~s tL;:t in clause 3. 
line 2L page 2, the word " 11 ye" was altered 
to ''ten.'' 

Amendment put and negati\~,:d. 

Hox. C. F. ::\"IELSON moved the inser­
tion of the following paragraph, to follow 
!me 29, page 12:-

" _\n application under this subsection 
shall be made not later than fourteen 
da Y6 after the close of the crushing sea­
soil in respect of which the award was 
made." 

There must be some limit to the time within 

Hon. G. F. 1fielson.] 
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which an appeal could be made, otherwise 
there could be no finalit0·. The award would 

state a date on which the a" ard 
[9 p.m.] expired, and it w~s necessary to 

have some data on which there 
would be finalit•·, in order that there could 
be a sett~ing up. 

The SECRETARY FOR :HI~ES: The 
amendment dealt with an appeal from a local 
board, which under the principal Act could 
be brought within twenty-one days, not 
fourteen days. 

Hox. C. F. l'HELSON: If he under•,tood 
the intention of the Government rightly it 
was that local boards should make awards. 
That being so, he took it that the Govern­
ment were anxious that they should really 
be able to settle those matters. The :!\lin­
ister for Agriculture. when speaking in 
ar,other pla6;, said he· could not understand 
why two representatives of the growers and 
two representatives of the miller '• with an 
independent chairman, could not come to a 
decision as to the pric<e to be paid for cane. 
But the Central Board were going far be­
yond that. They were going into such 
detail that police mag-iBtrates of high stand­
inr< had told him the:t chev V."ould not ven­
tu'i·c to m'~ke an award, because thev had 
not the assistance of en expert accoi'mtant 
and chemist such as Gw Central Board had. 
Assuming that the local board made an 
award, the·e mn~t come a time when the 
a»·ard would be final, and he rmg-;;-ested that 
the time should be fourteen da; s after the 
sr~wn was Gnishccl. and if rwbody hod 
appealed then all chances of appeal had 
gone. He h<td lEngthened the time in the 
principal Act. •,-hich was twenty-one days 
after the loca 1 board had made the award, 
and provided that appeals could be made up 
to fonri·,en d ... vs after the crushing season 
had finished. • 

Hol'.'. E. W. H. FU\VLES : Had an altera­
tion been made in cl a u·3C 12 of the original 
Bill? He was afraid that if they left it as 
they had at pre•.ent any local board or 
party-\vhich meant any single individual­
conld appeal against the a" arc!. He under· 
stood th 't the Hon. cdr. Xiehon had moved 
h~~. a~lf'nfhnent on clause 12. but it \vas 
thrown out. That left them w;th the phrase, 
"Any local board or any party." 

Hon. C. F. :!\'IELSO:o.;: I thom:ht the Chair· 
man gave it for the amendment, but it does 
not matter very much. 

Hox. E. W. H. FOIVLES: Ho would sug­
~;•st that they should provide that -an appeal 
might be made b;· one-third of the growers. 
The JWOposicion that was defeated was for 
a majority of the growers. 

Amendment negatived. 
Clause, as nmended, put and passed. 
Clause 13-" (J{nfrrtl Rnard 117flJ rcRCtnd 

or W!"Y any of its acts"-put and passed. 
On clause 14-" Amen,lment of section 16 

-Return by yrowe1·s and milloll'ners"-

Ho:o~. E. W. H. FOWLES: Clause 14 dealt 
with the sccrecv of the information given 
to the Central Ii'oard. The Act was working 
perfectly well, but the _Bil~ said tha_t the 
Central Board, if they hkca, could drvulge 
any information. It started off-

" Unless the Central Board otherwise 
determine in any particular case or clas.s 

[Hon. C. P. Nielson. 

of cases, each such Teturn shall he treated 
as confidential, and the contents thereof 
shall not be divulged." 

He thought it was very important to observe 
the secrecv or confidential nature of con­
fidential information. 

Question-That clause 14 as read stand 
part of the Bill-put; and the Committee· 
dividc,d :-

Co~TENTS. 18. 

Hon. n. Bedford Hon. P. J. Lenhy 
T. C. Beirne H. Llewelyn 
F. Courtice L. }lcDonald 
W. H. Crampton F. :UcDonnell 
\\'. H. Demaine T. :\evitt 
B. FahPv G. Page-Hanif:y 
T. :li. H;11l I. P<•t ! 
A. ,J. JunPs E. B. PurnE'll 
H. C. J ones \V. ,J. Tiiordan 

Teller: Hon. L. }lcDonu!d. 

~OT-CONTE~TS, 17. 

Hon. C. C::mphcll Hon. J. Rode] 
.J. Cowlishaw C. F. )larks 
G. ~. Curtis E. D. :Jfiles 
A. ~L Davey C. F. ~iPl:wn 
~\. Dnnn T .. T. O'~hea 
."E. \\-. H. Fowlcs .\. H. Pfirnt:'ll 
~1... Gihson H. Turn~=or 
Ii. L. Gruom ~-\. H. \Yhittill::;ham· 
~L G. C. Hawthorn 

Teller: Hon. A. H. WhittinL;'ham. 
Resolved in the affirmative. 

Hox. C. F. ::\'IELS0:'-1" moved the inser­
tion, after clause 14, of a iww cla.use, as 
follows:-

" (({) After the Yvord, 'avreement,' _on 
the first line of sub;cet.wn one of sectiOn 
fiftenn of the principal Act, the follO\ving 
"~orrls are inscrtt'cl: -• not being a. con­
tract or agreen1ent co1nbi .. ed \vith a con­
tract or agr~'C'1Ylent relating to the sale or 
lea'•' of lands.' 

'' (&) Aft0r the second sub,ection of 
tho principal Act, the followrng np-.: sub­
section three is inserted:-' ::'\otwithstand­
ing anc-thing contained or implied in cJ:lis 
Act. it shall be competent for any null­
ownf'r and the 1najority of c:~_.negro\Yers 
supplying sugar-can~ to the 1nill of such 
millowner to enter 1nto agreetncnts (such 
agr••ements being made in the same terms 
a.'3 to period. of tin1c, pric"J. and general 
(")nclitions) for the supply of sugar-cane 
t J - lh-·h rnill ; and thc::.·cupon such agree­
nwnts shall be binding upon each and 
.Pvcrv ra11cgrower supplying sugar-cane 
to _,;Jch n1ill in the sanw n1anner as if 
',,eh , nd everv cane<rrower had entered 
into tho .s~tmc ~ aC"rccnlent: 

" ' Provided that nothing in this sub­
section shall iw deemed to nu an and in­
clude- a cane-growe-r "\Yho has entered 
into 2.nv rontr:lct or agreement con1bined 
'Yith a· contract or agreement for the 
le,''C or sale of anv lands: 

" ' Provirled further that for the pur­
pc·<C' of ascertaining the majorit;v men­
tioned in this subsection a canegrower 
shall be deemed to mean a canegrower 
who supplied not less than two hundred 
tons cf su-::ar-cane to such mill during 
thn Year then last past, or \Vas the owner 
d ~not less than twenty ncres of land 
"s-.igned to such mill cultivat.:d \Yith 
,ugo r-canc within the period of one yea.r 
pr.ior to the date of the making of such 
agreement.'" 

A similar amendment to that was agreed to 
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by the Council last year. He would point 
out that then' \Vtb a great nu1uber of 
tena.nt farmers being driven off the land by 
the operations of the Cane Prices Boards. To 
his knowledge forty tenants at one place _and 
twentv-sovon at another place were dnven 
off the land for that reason. Those leases 
were all for improved bane farms, and the 
men taking the leacos agreed to P''Y a fixed 
price by wa~· of royalty J;or every ton of 
cane raised on the land. 'vVhen the Cane 
Prier-; Board C3,Inc along an application "\Vas 
made to the board to confirm th0 leases, in­
eluding the price paid for the cane, but the 
board refused to do so, with the result that 
when the lel:'ses expired they were not re­
newed, nnd the owner of the plantation cul­
tivated the land himself and was doing so 
to-dav. \Yhen ether le-as<'' expired the same 
thing' would ha~pcn, and he did not think in 
cases where the price of cane was fixed by 
agreement in conjunction with a lease and 
including thr> purchasing price of the land, 
that it should be under the operation, of the 
board. The second paraq·o.ph of the new 
clause was based on tho fact that the Council 
agreed to a similar amendment last year by 
reason of the evidence given before the 
Select Committee appointed by the Council, 
and because of the number of petitions lodged 
in the Council a.sking that a provision be 
made allowing for agreements for a term of 
years be+v~~een the r-ro-w0rs and n1illers. In 
the North in particular the.r were very strong 
on the question of the growers having liberty 
to make agreE'monts for a ter·n of years. 
The whole scheme of the Cane Prices Boar.ds 
Act was to have the prices fixed on a twelve­
month!:" basis, but the amcndme:tt provided 
that where n, rnajority of can('growers v.rere 
dc,irouc of making agreement, that they 
should 1::.' allo·ycd to do so. 

The SECRBTARY FOR ~1IXES: He 
would like the Chairman's ruling as to 
''"het her thG a n1endrnent ""\Vas in order or not, 
a.s hE\ considered it was 0ntirelv outside the 
ecope of the Bill. "CndPr Standi'ng Order Xo. 
144 th0 CommittPe "shall consider such 
matter only as has been referred to it bv the 
CounciL" The matt<>r referred t' the Com­
mittee bv the Council wa'· a Bill to amend 
another 'Act in certain particulars. and the 
amendment sought to amend subsection (1) of 
section 15 of the principal Act. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: Is that section amended 
by anything in the present Bill? 

The SBCRETARY FOR ".HNES: No. 
an cl themfor<' it was out -ide the scope of the 
Bill. "May" laid it down that-

" Amccndments are out of order if thev 
are irrelevant to the Bill or beyond the 
scope of the Bill." 

The amendment was entireh· bevond the 
scope of the Bill. On the 27th September, 
1899, Sir Arthur Morgan, the late Speaker 
o_f ~~e Legisla.ti_ve Asc,embly, dealing with a 
s1m11ar case, sard-

" The view that leave having been 
given and a Bill i)1troduced to amend a 
particular provision of a general law, 
a cla.use mav be introduced in Committee 
amendinl" another section of such a law 
is, in my opinion, a mi;;<taken one and 
one that ought not to be encouraged." 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: But the Council can 
give an instruction to the Committee? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: He 
submitted that the amendment was entirely 

1917-9 Q 

cut of order, becaqse it was not within the 
;;cope of the Bill. All the previous amend­
ments had been within the scope of the Bill. 

Ho;q. C. F. i'!IELSOK: With the excep­
tion of, perhaps, the first paragraph, there 
could be no question about the amendment 
being within the scope of the Bill, because 

they had previously dealt with 
[9.30 p.m.] the subject-matter of subclause 

(b) on three previous occasions. 
It dealt with the question of majority rule, 
which had already been incorporated in 
clauses 3, 8, and 12. The argument of the 
Minister must therefore be confined to the 
first paragraph of the amendment. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIXES : You propose to 
amend section 15 of the principal Act. 

Hox. C. F. XIELSO="f: The first para­
graph propose5 to amend section 15, but the 
second paragraph did not apply to that sec­
tion at all. It certainly could not be argued 
that it was not competent for a millowner 
and cane.gro,vers to enter into an agreement, 
seeing they ha.d already made prm·ision for 
that in three previous clauseJ. In or·der to 
sav~ time, he was quite prepared to with­
draw paragraph (a), but before doing so h_e 
desired to inform hen. members that ·h1s 
r<'ason for submitting the paragraph was that 
men were being hunted off the land through 
the operation of the principal Act. In one 
rlace over forty lea•es had been cancelled, 
and in another place twenty-seven were to 
be cancelled on 31st December next. Some 
of those men were known to him personally. 

Hon. 'I'. C. BEIRNE : The amendment may 
eo excellent, but is it within the scope of 
tl!e Bill? 

Hoe~. C. F. XIELSOX: He was prepared 
to dron the first paragraph, but before doing 
so he·· wished to point out his reason for 
moving it. 

The SECRETARY FOR J'vli!\ES: !\one of the 
mgar repre,ontative in the other Chamber 
a:- ~<ed for this amendment. 

HoN. C. F. NIELSON: The amendment 
l::ad never been submitted to another place. 
Anv system ,vhich woqld drive p,~venty tenant 
Luiners out of the industry was bad. 

The CHAIRMAN: The title of the Bill 
is-

"A Bill to amend the Regulation of 
Su~"ar Cane Prices Act of 1915 in certain 
particular~.'' 

The "certain particulars " are embodied in 
thE' various clausec of the Bill. Apparently, 
se-ction 15 of the principal Act is not men-
1ionE>d in the Bill, but I would point out to 
bon. member", that our Standing Orders allow 
3 considerable amount .of latitude with re­
s;Ject to amendments. For instance, Standing 
Order 170 says-

" Anv amendmE>nt mav be made to a 
clause or other part of ~ Bill, or a new 
clause or schedule may be inserted, pro­
vided that th~ same is relevant to the 
subject-matter of tho.Bill, or pursuant to 
an instruction. and is other·wise in con­
formitv "with the Standing Rules and 
Orders' of the Council ; but, if any amend­
m<'nt is ma·de which is not within the 
title of the Biil, the Committee shall 
amend the title accordinglv. and report 
the amendment specially to'thc Council.'' 

That appears to me to give the Committee a 

Hon. C. F. ~Yielson.J 
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r_~ry ,~-idc dl''.creticn. Strictly speaking. one 
:rnight s(.,y that the first paragraph of the­
<1men.:m, nt i.0 not ,,-ithill the ,: ·p• of the 
DilL but, as the hon. member is prepared 
to withdraw that paragraph, I will not giYe 
any decided opinion about it. So far as the 
rest of t11P amendment is concerned. I thid< 
it is within the scope of the Bill. ·rs it the 
pleamre of the Committee that the fir .t para­
graph of the amendment be withdrawn'? 

HmmuRABLE :'\1EMBERS: Hear, hear ! 
Par.c,;raph (a) withdra\vn accordingly. 
HoK. T. C. BEIRNE: This was the most 

dangerous of all the amendments which the 
Hon. Mr. I\ielson had proposed. It gaYe 
power to a majority of the growers to bind 
nll the others. A great many of the growers 
\\-'ere n1ercly dummies or tenants. 

Hon. C. F. NIELSOK: I havo told You there 
are not 100 tenant canegrowers in Queens­
land altogether. 

HoN. T. C. BEIRNE: Those men had not 
the same status as the other growers, and it 
was not right to allow a majority of them 
tc bind the others to a certain agreement. 
Some of the majority might be shareholders 
in the mill, and it would be to their interest 
to agree to a r0duction in the price of ca1w, 
a !though it would be to the detriment of the 
minority, who were not shareholders. He 
hoped the :VIinister wou)d oppose the amend­
ment all he coul-d. 

Hox. F. CO"C"RTICE: He also hoped the 
Committee would turn down the amendment, 
which was a very dangerous one, and one 
that "ould act to the disad\ antage of the 
grower, who could not pO'·oibly fore~ee the 
industrial conditions for even oix months 
ahea-d. As he said whE'n speaking on the 
f'econd reading, thev were under the 2'.1ac­
B.aughton award one'day, and then the Dick­
san award came into force, and, if a grower 
made an agre0ment at the time the former 
rnnrd wa.; in force. and he had to pay the 
incrcas0d rate-. prescribed by the Dickson 
award. it would <·crtainlv not be to his ad­
vantage. He was sul'e 95 per c0nt. of the 
!!rowers in the Bundaberg district were 
Zppos0d to the amendment. because it \\as 
impracticable. The H<m. :\1r. Nieleon said 
tha,t tenant farmers had been obliged to leave 
their faml5 o·;; ing to the operation of the 
principal Act, but it was not fair that tenant 
farmers should Le able to bind other grmvers 
to accept a price that wa; not a fair thing. 
He trnotcd that hon. member, would kaye 
the matter, to the Cenh-al Board, as they 
were familiar with the busines-

Hox. P. J. LEAHY: On two previous 
cccasions they had something to say on the 
quflstion of majorities and minorities. It 
cc~med to him that the majority under the 
amendment could be u•ed to a far more 
dangerous extent than on either of the other 
c·ccasions. If fifty-one growers wanted to 
mak<' an agreement and fifty did not want 
to make that agreement, the fifty-one growers 
Gould absolutdv bind the fifty. He wished 
ro knvw whether the amendment would in­
ciude as grower'. men who were financed by 
the mills, and who might ha.-e bought land 
frcm the mills? 

Hon. F. CoURTlCE: Yes. 
HoN. P. J. LEAHY: Then, he was most 

decidedly oppOC.i·'d to the amendment. 
Hon. C. F. 1'\IELSON: I am prepared to 

ac~ept an amendment to exclude them. 

[Hon. C. F. Nielson, 

Hox. B. F AHEY: He ',Yao oppoeed to the 
a~cndnlellt fLr another rt- t3on than those 
[,'lYon b.~ pr0-vicm speaker."), \Yho regarded it 
'S a Ycry dangcro:Is arnendmcnt. rte was 
2gain~t it btf'au :c it was a coLtribntion to 
the pian of ca.npaic:,n r.gainst the Bill, and 
he 'Yas as cnt 'in r s h' was there that it 
\\·ould llCYCl' be accepted in another place. 
It was brought fonYard -,implv to wreck the 
Bill. . 

Hox. \'\'. J. RIORDAI\ : He was against 
the u.men;lr:"ent ver~: strongly, because he 
was of opunon that. ;f tlw amendment were 
carried, it would render the Act absolutely 
uselcss, for the reason that strong companies 
and millowners would be able to tvrannise 
m·er the farmers by swinging the .;:xe over 
them : and, if one or two more growers were 
necessary to give a majori~y, they would 
find means of getting those one or two extra 
votes. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: This 
was one of the most undemocratic amend­
ments it was possible to move. As the Hon. 
NJ;r. Lea~y . pointed out, it would give a 
shght ma]onty of growers the power to bind 
all the other g-rowers. He was against the 
amendment. because it was not in the in­
tere,ts of the growers generally. Thev must 
make a mea"tue of this kind of general 
application to the whole of the growers and 
not legislate for one district or a few' per­
sons. He would like to know whether the 
Hon. Mr. Kielson knew of any such agree­
rr:enb whi~h were ah'cady in existence? 

Hon. C. F. XrELRON: Anv amount: all 
wiped out by the Regulation 'of Cane Prices 
Act-agreements for ten years. 

The SECRETARY FOR MI="ES: He was 
n.ot C"oing to labour the nuestion, but he 
smcerely hoped that the Committee would 
not crrrr:-: the amendment. They had spent 
a long time oYer the BilL and he thought 
that th0y might deal with some of the clauses 
almost without any discn8'ion. 

Hox. C. F. NIELSOX: This wa~ not a 
matter to be iight!y dealt with and brushed 
to one sirle. Petitions had been cent in bv 
perc·ors rcpre,enting over on·'·fourth of the 
cccncgrmvers in Qneen9land askincr for this 
legislation. He had rt eeived correspondence 
fro1n various lnd:h~idua}.; ''Dd association& in 
favour of it, and other hon. gentlemen were 
in posRPssion of shnnar corrCspondence. In 
some districts thA petitioners practically re­
prGsented 95 per cent. of the cane growers.· 
The first ouestion thev liad to consider in 
cle,ding with the amendment was whether it 
w ~s a reasonable dcmocrc,tic proposal, and 
the second was whether it would benefit the 
indmtry. 'The ,indtFtry wa~ not confined to 
Bundaberg or Mac 1<ay. If the industry was 
to expand, it mnst expand in the 1'\ortb, and 
canegrowers would haYe to go on to Yirgin 
hnd. The people who went on such land 
would want to do more than hold up their 
heads; they would want something more 
than a vearlv award; tl1ev would want some 
flxit.- ,;·ith i·ecrard to pr,iccs, so that thev 
might know ~chat they were doing. The 
cane pricb board might not always be in 
existence, and in any ease he had no hesi­
tation in saying that in his opinion they 
were a calamity to the industry. He knew 
millowners who were paying £2 an acre to 
grow cane on for themselves. 

Hon. W. J. RroRDAX: That is because we 
have cane prices boards 
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Hox. C. F. l\IELSON: H0 knew men in 
bis own district \Yho paid £3 an acre for 
;:mne land. 

The SECRETARY FOR JY1IXES : Tenant farmers? 

Eox. C. F. N1F:LSON: Ycc, but not tenanb 
hrmers belongino; to a mill, but men who 
had leased land'· from private owners. A 
fear had been expressed by the Hon. Mr. 
Leahv that men who had shares in central 
mills: or w<'re tenants of millowners. or were 
unrler financial obligations to millowners, 
might coerce the other c:· negro·.·:em in the 
disrrid. He was rn·::pare<l to eliminate all 
those cancgrowers from the operation of the 
amendment, and not allow them to vote. 
He w lS not concHned a bout how the votes 
might go at the nc'<t election .. n?r w~s he 
concerned c\·en about the maJonty 01 the 
·growers in a district: what he :vas con­
cH·ncd about as the future of the mdustry. 

The CHAIRMAK : Order ! Will the hon. 
member cnnfin<' himself to the quest-ion be­
fcre the Committee? 

Hox. C. F. :~nELSON: He had been 
drawn off the track by interjcctio':"· but he 
"ould confine himself to the quesb<;n.. The 
Committee inserted an amendment s1m1lar to 
this in the Bill that was before them last 
year and no argument had bPen brought 
forw'ard to show that it should not be 
adopted on the present ocna•ion.. He ~ad yet 
to learn that it was a benefimal thmg for 
the indnstrv to have to depend upon a twelve 
n10nthB' set of conditions. The ver,v worst 
thing that had hrrppened to the m?~stry 
,,.a, that tlwr<' were no settled cond1hons. 
The amendment wonld allow agreements. to 
be made in the same terms as to .t~e perwd 
oi time, price, anrl general c<;nd1hons. and 
if hon. members objected that 1t wonld_allow 
sh·ndw'ders in a milL t"nants of. a m1ll: or 
f.CrOWOl'S who were m;der flnanCJa~ ob!Jga­
tions to a mill. to decJdP the. qurstwn as to 
whether the:'-' should enter mto an. agree­
nunt with a mill or not, he would msert a 
fr·w words providinp: that such growers 
should not be allowed to votE' on the ques­
tion. He proposed that, after the word 
" landg" in the second paragraph of the 
amendment, the following be added:-

" or c.anr~rower v.-ho is a sharehol~er 
in the mill or a tenant of the mlll­
ownor or indebted to the millowner upon 
the security of any deod or mortgage." 

Ec took it that tkt took away the objection 
of the Hon. Mr. Leahy. 

Hox. P. J. LEAHY: It only rendered it 
le ss objectionable; it did not render .it accept­
able to him. fo•· one. As he had pomted out, 
illey were ·protecting the winority in the 

' matter of appeals from the local 
[iO p.m.] boards and in another case, and 

there was far greater need to 
protect the minority in the present case 
than in eithf.'r of thc,,e cases he had men­
tioned. There wa,; nothing so far as he 
could see to prevent a man from opening 
nn new land. He might be subject to the 
Central Board, and so on. but there was 
nothing- in th' clause to say he should not 
<:lo it. - If they adopted the amendment, he 
took it it would mean not only making agree­
·monts with regard to the price of cane, but 

;i l<so a~ to the nnn1b.~-r of yctrs it 'vould 
last, the area of cane. and so on. It 
would allow a chance majority of one or two 
to c,ommit !he others to something to which 
t,hoy were entirely opposed, without appeal. 
He said it was hiP'hly objectionable. It was 
the most obj octionablo of the whole of the 
amendments. and lw had not the slightest 
doubt that if it were nrricd the Bill ought 
to be lost, and would be lost. 

The SECRRTARY FOR MINES: In no 
other Ad was similar power to allow people 
to contr,,ct thomsclve; right outside its pro­
Yisions altCJgether. 

I-I on, C. F. i\'rELSOS: Peonlo can contract 
themselve' right outside an:y= Act of Parlia­
ment unless thev are snccificallv debarred 
from doing so. ' , • 

The SRCRETARY FOR MI:'\i'ES: The:r 
could make an agrc2ment for a number of 
.-ears. which he did not think was a wise 
thing. He thought that the Committee had 
made up its mind about the matter and they 
might go to a vote. 

HoN. A. D1JNN: The amendment raised 
., one of the most important matters in con­

nection with the Bill. He was one of those 
who had had communications from various 
centres asking him !o yote both ways, and 
it was exceedingly difficult to know what 
wa• best. In the Isis the growers were 
almost equally divided as to coming under 
the board and making contracts. The share­
hoJ,dcrs of the central mill, who supplied by 
far the greatest quantity of cane, ha,d no 
desire to be interfered with bv a board. 
The few from v, hom they bought cane de­
sired, he believed, that thev should come 
under th0 control of a board. Something 
like two-thirds or more of the supnliers to 
the Colonial Sugar Refining Company's 
mill desired to make contracts with the mill. 
and the others to be under the board, and 
it w:ts ,-,urelv unfair on the face of it that 
the majority >-lwuld be controlled by the 
minority. How the difficulty was to be got 
over was another matter. It was not a matter 
of contracting themselves out of the Act, 
because in the first instance thev had the 
option of coming under it, knowing that 
they had the court to appeal to if they so 
dcsirod, It scemE'd to him that if the Bill 
could be amended so that those growers who 
so desired could make contracts extending 
over a number of V<'ars and those who so 
desired a yearly conh·act could come under 
a. board, it would satisfy the growers all 
round. 

The CHAIRM\N: Is it the wish of the 
Committee that the amendment be put in 
tho amended form? 

HONOliRABLE MEMBERS: Hoor, hear ! 

Question-That new clause (Jir. cYielson's) 
to follow cl a use 14 be ,, greed to-put ; and 
the Committee divided:-

CoNTENTs, 14 

Hon. C. Campbell Hon .. T. Rode! 
G. S. Curtis C F. }farks 
A. A. Davey C. F. '<ielson 
A. Dunn T .. T. O',:hc• 
E. W. H. Fowles A. H. Parnell 
A. Gibson IV. Stephens 
A. G. C. Hawthorn A. H. Whittingham 

Teller: Hon. J. Hodel. 

Hon . .A. Dunn.] 
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Hon. H. Bedford 
T. C. Benne 
F. CourticP 
:r. Cowliohaw 
W. R. Crumpton 
\V. H. Demaine 
B. Fahey 
H. I... Groom 
T. l\L Hall 
..::\. J .. 1onrs 

Hon. H. C. Jonrs 
l' .• T. Leahy 
1-L Lle-wdyn 
L. >IeDonal i 
F. 11 cDonne ll 
T. C> evitt 
Cl-. Pagc~Hanify 
T. Perel 
E. E. Pnmeli 
W. J. Hiordan 

Te!ler · Hon. H. LlC'welyn. 

Rcsoh·ed in the negative. 

On dausc i5-" Centra·l Board may deputf! 
person;; to take evidence, rtc. ''-

Ho!'<. E. \V. H. FO\YLES suggested that 
th:u was a <Convenient br, ak to report pro­
gress. Thev ha.l started at 2.30. ).>.m. aud 
the> had done le·-,., work that day tha;1 
probably on any other clay. It w.·s practJ­
callv a wasted <lav. 

A. GoVERX:UEXT .:\IE)IBER: Finish the Bill. 

Hox. E. \V. H. FOWLER: They could not 
finish the Bill, because they would have to 
recon11nit it to ·econsider clanse 12. be-cause 
the Council had alrc,dy decided that there 
should be an interim minimum pr1c0 of 7.5 
per cent., e.nd there \Yas nothing in the B1ll 
which provided for an adjustm.e':t at tho 
end of the t-eason, no1~ any provrsH~n allo\Y­
ing a local. bo_ard to make an elast;c award 
at the begmmn; of tho s0as0n. lhe~· had 
full provision C:llo,;ing the Central Board 
to .do thut but not 1.he loc'll 1Joard. The 
wiser plan >vou]cl h3 to report progres2. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR ;\hXES: \Ye i•ave heen 
reporting progrc~'3 on thi:; Bill ever since \VC 

started it. 

Hox. E. W. H. FO\VLES: He• did not 
·want to rnake a pron1ise, l1ut if it "\ovas not 
finished at 6 o'clock th<' next clay he should 
be inelin0cl to start some other ·business 
himself. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR :\JIXES: Finish it to­
night. 

Hox. E. W. H. FOWLES: He could finish 
it him,elf to suit all nartics in hali an hour, 
but he was afraid it woul.d not be finished 
at midnight. Th0 amcnclmc'lt jmt passed 
could not' ncissiblv stand. 1 hey >YOre not 
going to allow o'ne man to upset all t!1e 
arrang<'ments in a di"trict. Pror 1bly tno 
Committee in th<' en?. y;onld decide that 
there must be at !fdst ten diR'at;•.firrl growr,rs 
beforP ther0 cc uld be an appeal to upset an 
a\vard. Then. in rt-gard to the question of 
1naking agrc-2Incnts. he \Youkl only read one 
tdegram, out of many, as follows:-

" Suppli0rs H.nnblc'don Mill emph'lti­
caUy urftC Co11ncil insert in amended 
Cane p,·ices Bill clause allowing three 
years' agTeen1ent or power n1ake avv-ur·d 
lasting three years." 

The SECRETARY FOR ::YliXES: \'V e have just 
dealt 1;-ith that. Why not accepl' the verdict 
of a majority of this Committee • 

Hox. E. W. H. FOI'VLES: The wise thing­
to do was to frame a'1 amendment that would 
m0et the vii:>Y~ of all parties. He was ·willing 
to sta:- thn·o till J.2 o'clock, but then they 
would not be a bit further nn because t1:·ey 
would have the third reading to-morrow. 

\Hon. E. W. H. Fo-wles. 

They ~vcrc . not. goix:g to send a higgledy·­
p,gglccly B1ll hke tnat to another place. 

The SECRETARY FOR ::\liNPl : It is not a. 
higgledy-piggledy Bill. 

Hon. \\'. STEPHEXS: It is not what tho 
House intends it to be. 

Hon. T. C. B10fRNE: It can be put ric;ht in. 
twelve n1inuter. ~ 

Hox. \Y. STEPHE::-JS: Ho was told by 
the il1inister and told by the cirmn·:ttcc; that 
under the Bill th2r0 would be an awm··d at 
the end of the season when the accounts \VQre 

all closed. r nder the Bill be for<' them there 
was no provi,ion for an awa.rd at the end of 
the scaoon. The local board had to make an 
award for the whok season, and if that was 
not object<'d to within twenty-one days after 
it was made it 1You;d stttnd, and there could 
be no adjustmcmt if the cauocntter or mill­
owJwr were treated badlv. That was not 
what they had been to'd. 'He: was willing to 
stop till 12 o'clock to have it done, but let 
them make ilW Bill what the Committee 
intcnd0d :t to be. 

Clause put and passed. 
On clause 16----'' A.m[ndmcnt of Brttion :20"­
Hox. E. W. H. FOWLES : One must ob-

ject io the wo,ding of the clause• because 
nobody could understand it without a refer­
ence to the principal Act. The clause said 
thttt ihe thousands of pounds levied under 
the p>:incipa! Act from the various growers 
all over Quc'ensland were DO'' to be con­
trolled. not bv the Central Board, but bv 
th0 :Jlinistf'r. • It bad been under the 2mi­
trol so far of the Central Board, who knew 
the rcqnir~ nents nf rho industry and 1.vho 
were probablv the lYcst people to dccid<' how 
it was to be siJent. He might s<J.c. th.2t £1.500 
of that sugar fund had bcY•n misspent by the 
~linister "'irhout t.he au:horl:ation of attv­
hod;·. On page 41 of his report, the Auditclr­
Gencral 'aid-

" Included in the above expenditure arc 
th~? expeu·~es of dc·le.\SatPs of canPgrovvrrs 
to b\ o C'onferf•nr, ,; be1d in BriPbanc. 
nllccl b,· b~e Nlinistn for Agricultme 
and the TTon~~lrPr, ~r~<}c<;tivE"l~ .... 'to di;;.{•nf·S 
the que-.tio!l of thE prif'0S +o hr, pnicl fo1~ 
ra1!' "U~ar for the ensnin~ s0 !'~or .. 

"The fir:;;t r'onff'rci1CC' ·waR held in 
Fe1n'll '.-n· and March. 1917, at a cost of 
£530 Ss.' !'d., ancl. the er·c•md on the 24th 
to 27th Apri.l, 1917, ot a ('Ost of £b13 
12s. lld.; total, £1,414 1~ 4d. 

" As I ,,-as not 'atisll rd that this ex­
pendi+ul'" \vas proJLTly <'hargcfihlc 
8 "1.'tdnst thf' BU')\H·-cln~ nr]c('S fllnd I r,·rb­
nnttccl th- que~t.ion to thC'· Cro·wn La1v 
Dep~rtmrnt on 7th Septc:·-1hcr last for 
an opinion in rPo<ard thcr· to. but, ,o far, 
I hnvc not rcceiYC'd a rcnlv." 

Th•' SECRF'rARY l\OR l\lrxES ,'. He was not 
satisfied. Is it not a good thing- £01· the 
Government to hm·e a conferenc0 of the 
growers? 

Hm;. E. IV. H. FO\VLES: Exadly, hut 
the GoYernmcnt ·h•mld pay their expenses 
and not dip their hands into thE' sugar fund. 
The Minister W'lnted to get his hands en 
that fund m!•rely to do >Yhat he lik0d with 
it, ":nd he was brou.ght up sharp by the 
Auditor-General. The A uditm·-GenNtt! 
wanted a Crown Law opinion in regard to 
that expenditure, but. so far. he could not 
get an,· reply, and he mhde a speeial state­
ment in rega r.d to it and refused to :wthol'isc 
that expenditurE'. He (:\fr. Fowles) did not 
object to the -(! .. "legates ha\ring th(~i1; expcn8PS 
paid, but let them be paid out of unforeseen 
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,~xpenditure m· anything else. He •noved the 
· mnis<ion. on line' 32 to 35, of the v ords-

" In subsecti(,ns t<vo and thre.e of sec­
tion twenty of the principal Act the 
words ' Central Board,' wherever they 
OC'('nr. ~we repealed, and tb_c ·word 
' Minister' is inserted in lieu thereof." 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The 
amendment had bee" moved because the 
bon. member ·,vas of opinion that the ex­

penses of two or three con­
~10.30 p.m.] ference' between the Minister 

and representatives of the cane­
grow( rs had been paid out of a certain fund. 

Hon. E. W. H. FowLES: The Auditor­
Gen(~rrr1 is of that opinion. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIXES: What 
b<:>tter object could the monev be devoted to 
than in conferences on matters affecting the 
interests of the sugar industry? 

Hon .• \. Gmsox: I was not asked. I was 
kept out. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: He 
supposed . the hon. gentleman would have 
bc~n adm1tted. 

Hon. A. GIBSON: No; I was refused. 
The SECRETARY FOR MINES: They 

did not invite millers, and he supposed the 
hon. gentleman was regarded as a miller. 

Hon. A. GIBSON : I am a grower. 
The SECRETARY FOR MINES: He 

took it that the hon. gentleman was both a 
miller and a grower. Howeve1·. the point 
w.1s that the Government rightly paid the 
z•xpenses of the conferences out of tl1G sugar 
fund. and probablo- many thou".ands of 
pounds had been saved as a regu]t of those 
eor~ferenccs, through the expenditure of a 
raltry £1,500. If the Gove1'nment had paid 
the moneJ- out of unfore"een expenditure, 
as the hon. member suggested, he would have 
been the first to question it. 

Hon. E. \V. H. FowLF9: Where did the 
Government pay the expenses of the strike 
-delegates from-£26 to one man and £3 to 
a bm;t twenty others? ·where did you get 
that money from? From the \Vorks Depart­
ment. 

The SECRETARY FOR MI~ES: He 
had yet to lectrn that the strike delegates 
were paid from any fund or that they were 
paid anything. Ire was pretty sure they 
were not paid anything. 

Hon. E. \V. H. FowLES : \Vhy, you sacked 
three pnbli.J servants for saying it, and you 
i'acked anot.her for not saying it, and then 
found out that he was not to blame. 

The SECRETARY FOR MI~ES: The 
hon. member's remarks were quite out of 
nrder, as well as being foreign to him. He 
l. )ped the Committee would not accept the 
amendment. He wanted to finish the Bill 
that night. and he had also wanted to put 
the State Iron and Steel Works Bill through 
Committee. 

Hon. IV. '\TEPHE:\S: You will be ashamed 
of your Bill if you do. 

The SECRE'rARY FOR MINES: They 
could recommit anv clause. The Bill had 
bEen very fully discussed. They were pro­
mised that it would be pnt through two 
r;ights ago, snd it was not through yet. 

HoN. C. F. NIELSON: If the expenditure 
of money coufd be defended on the ground 
.that it was spent for a good purpose, then 

anything might be defended. He was of 
opinion tbat the monev which was spent on 
the conferences to which reference had been 
made was jllegally spent. The fund was 
raised for the specific purpose of adminis­
tering the Act. The Government chose to 
invite certain selected persons to meet them 
in conference, but certain classes of people 
who had to codribute to the fund received 
no invitation& to be present at the "shivoo." 
He had been told bv some of those who took 
! art in tlie conferences that they did not 
know what thev came to Brisbane about, 
and he doubted" if those who were sent to 
JVIelbourne nnew what. they went there for. 
In view of rhe fact that the Central Board 
"as the chief bodv to administer the Act, 
it was onlv right that it should be charged 
with the "dutv of administering the fund. 
He intended t"o support the amendment. 

Question-That the words proposed to be 
omitted (Jir. Fou:les's amendme,d) stand 
part of the clause-put; and the Committee 
divided:-

CONTENTS, 15. 

Hon. H. Bpclforc1 
'1'. C. Bf'irne 
F. Court1rn 
\Y. J~. Crnmpton 
\V. H. Drmaine 
.:.'\ . . T. ,TOUI'S 
H.(~ .. Tonf'S 
H. Lelwelyn 

Hon. I,. ~1cDonalrt 
F. }!eDonnrll 
T. ::\evitt 
("i-. Pa£;P·H~nify 
I. J\~r·d ~ 
E. B. Pnrndl 
\Y. ,J. Hiordan 

Teller: Hon. L. ~!cDonald. 

:\OT-CONTEN'f':·, 17, 

Hon. C. Camphell Hon. '!'. 31. Hall 
J. Cowlishaw .T. Ho•h•l 
G. :-;, Curtis P .. T. I.eahy 

A. A. Davey ~~ ~: ~:0~:t~n 
A. Dunn T .. T. O':·,ht~a 
~: ~;~h;;-v Fowles W. Stephens 
A. Gihc:on A. H. \Vhittingham 
H. L. Groom 

Teller: Hon. H. I,. Groom. 

Resolved in the negative. 

Hox. E. W. H. FO\VLES mm·ed the omis­
sion of the words " the <>aid" in line 36. The 
amendment 1Yas Ponsequential on the amend­
ment just agreed to. 

Amendment agreed to. 

Hox. E. W. EL FOWLES moved _the inser­
tion, after the word." three," on !me. 361 o~ 
the words, · of sechm' 20 of the pr1n01pa 
Act." 

Amendmerlt agreed to. 
Clause, as amer.ded put and passed. 

On clause 17-" A.rnrndmcnt of s. >!:!!! '­

HoK. E. W. H. FOWLES : TJ:ere '':a, 
one line at the top of page 14 w!nch. said, 
" Subsection four of the said section 1~ .re­
pealed." That subsection was the pr'?nswn 
which gave either Ho.use <;f Pa1:hament 
power to pa><s a resolutwn di"J.llowmg. any 
regulation. apd if it was repealed neither 
House would haYe that power. He moved­
That the words be omitted. 

Amendment agreed to. 
Clause, as amended, put and passed. 

On clause 18-" Confirmation of awards, 
etc."-

Ho:-;. E. \Y. H. FOIYLES: Would the 
Minister give any reason why thio provision 

Hon. E. W. H. FowleB.] 
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was inserted in the Bill? The Government 
had n1ade son1e regulations ·which \vere in­
valid, ant! thi·· clause ~ame along and white­
washed them. The clause said-

" =\Ioreover, the regulations made or 
purporting to have be<•n .made under the 
principal Act, and dated rupectivel. the 
hvent.> -eighth da.y of J "nuary. one thou­
sand nine hundred [lnd sixteen, and 
the tenth day of Februar}·, one thousand 
nine hundred and sixteen, are and each 
of them is hereby .declar··d to be and 
to have been, as from the respective 
dates thereof, valid, effectual, and bind­
ing for all purpo~.2s whatsoever." 

Those regulations were invalid at the start. 
He moved-That all the wortls from line 19 
to the end of the clause be omitted. 

The SECRETARY FOR MI);'ES: The 
hon. f?,"Ontleman had not given any reasons 
why tl1e words should be omitted· but had 
asked hirn to give re.·-tsons \YhY the::¥ \Vcre 

there. The hon. gentleman 'should give 
reasons why the words should be omitted. 

Hox. T. J. O'SHEA: This was one of 
those tricks which were sometimes attempted 
to be pla,·ed on the Council. Regulations 
which were groundless and could not be 
supported were to be made valid b.,- this 
?lause, and it was inserted in the hope that 
rt would be allowed to slip through. This 
~as an attempt to rule by invalid regula­
tiOns, and when the Minister was asked to 
give a reason whv the amendment was in 
the Bill he said h,; was not supposed to give 
reasons. Unless the Minister could give 
some. ~easo_n for supporting such an absurd 
provrswn, rt should go by the board without 
further debate. 

Question-That the words proposed to be 
o.mittcd (J£r. Fowlts's amendment) stand 
p~rt of the clause-put; and the Committee 
divided:-

Hon. 
CoNTENTS, 15. 

R. Bedford 
'f. C. Be1n1e 
F. Courtice 
W. R. Crampton 
\Y. R. Demaine 
A .. r .. Tones 
H. C. Jones 
H. Llew?!yn 

Hon. L. }fcDonald 
F. McDonne!l 
T. :-;evitt 
G. Pag::--Hanify 
1. l)Prel 
E. B. I>urnC'll 
W. J. Riordan 

Teller: Hon. E. B. Purnell. 

XoT-CoNTENTs, 16. 
Hon. C. Cam7Jbell "!on. T. M. Hall 

.T. Cowlishaw .T. Rode] 
G. R. Curtis CJ. F. :.\farks 
_'\. Dunn f'. F. NiPlson 
Il. Fahey T. J. O'Shea 
E. W. IT. Fowles .\. H. Parnell 
A. Gibscn \V. ~tPnhrns 
H. L. Groom A .. R 1Yhittingham 

Tecler · Hon. W. Stephens. 
Resolved in the negative. 

Hm:.:. T. J. O'SHEA moYed the insertion 
of the following proviso to follow the word 
"Act'' in line 19, page'14:-

" Provided that nothing in this section 
shall be deemed to prejudict> or affect the 
rig~ts of any pe_r-,on to prosecute any 
actwn or appeal m anv court of law in­
Ftituted. Commenced, or lodged prior to 
the passing of this Act in respect to the 
subject-matter of this section, and such 
action or appeal may be continued in 
every r,~spect as if this Act had not been 
passed. 

l'he clause, as it stood, would have the effect 

fHon. E. W. H. F-J1l•les_ 

of prcventin3· the executiDn of JUstice in cer­
tain appeal\ which were per!dir_rg. I~ had 

n.~_way.J been a principle o_;: that 
[11 p.m.J Chamb<'r, so far as he remem-

bered it, that no legislation should 
be passed \rhi<'h would prejudice the Titrhts 
of any lltigant lawfully before the co~rts. 
He undez,tood that an appeal was scl,eduled 
for hearing in the High Court, although it 
had not yet come on, and a case had been 
cnnmenced that day in the North both of 
·:-hich would have been afl:0cted if the "ection 
were pasoed as it" stood. 'I'here was nothing 
unusual in the amendment. 

The SECRETARY FOR J\1INES: He 
had read the amendment carefully, and so 
far a< lo~ could S83 there was no harm in 
accepting it, but it was rather difficult to 
understand amendments which were not cir­
cuiated, when they had dealt with so many 
already. 

Amendment agreed to. 

Clause; a" amended, put and passed. 

Hox. C. F. KIELSON moved the insertion 
of the following new clause, to follow clause 
18:-

" K othing in this Act shall be construed 
to relate to any crops of sugar-cane har· 
vcst0cl during the season of one. thousand 
nine hundred and seventeen, nor to any 
award mac!: in respect of such season." 

There was no need to ':tV much about it. It 
was merely to make qu.ite certain that the 
Bill they were paesing was not in contraven­
tion of thu ag-reement with the Federal 
authorities, '"O that they would not have the 
price of sugar in jeop'ardy. He might say 
thu.t the price of sugar had not yet been 
fixed by the ag-reement, b11t the understand­
ing was that no legislation should be intro­
duce-d which would affect the present crop. 
If the amendment were not agreed to, the 
Bill \Youid affect 20 c r 30 per cent. of the 
crop in svmt.. cases. 

The SECRETARY FOR :MINES: It was 
just as well to s<>t out clearly the arrange­
ment with the Federal authorities. \Vhen 
the Prime Minister communicated with the 
Premier of the State, he was told that the 
Go,-ernwent were pledged to the Cane Prices 
Bill. but no kg·islation other than that. The 
2 ~reemcnt only applied to this yP,lr's crop, 
but had not yet fixed the price of cane. It 
wns still in Melbourne. The Government had 
alrefldv c·iven an assurance that the Bill 
would' n~t interfere with the present year's 
nop. 

Hon. C. F. NIELSON: The Government can 
onlv carrv out that assurance by withholding 
the. a~,cnt to the Bill until the seamn is over, 
unless the amendment is accepted. 

Th~e SECRETARY FOR MINES: Then 
let the amendment go. 

Amendment agreed to. 
On clause 19-" Amenclments of 3cher11tle"-

Hox. E. \V. H. FOWLES moved a conse­
quential amendment providing for. the o:r:"is­
sion of linec, 30 to 31, page 14, w1th a v1ew 
tu inserting after the word "twenty " the 
words-

" or one third if the whole number does 
not cxrc"'d sixty." 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: If 
the hon. gentleman said that it was con-
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sequential on the other amcnclnent he would 
tnke hi~ a!ncndn1ent, but the previoUs an1end-
1nent v, as defeated. 

Hon. E. \Y. H. FoWLES: \Ve carried the 
amendment a week ago. 

The SECRETARY FOR :MINES: Last 
week : but a similar amendment was de­
feated here to-night. 

Hon. E. \V. H. FOWLES: We agreed on 
twontv and a third. I think it is the same 
princ(ple. 

Amendment agreed to. 
Clause, as amended, put and passed. 
Clause 20 put and passe-d. 
Schedule put and pa;:3ed. 

On postponed clause 2-" Amendment of 
section J (lntuprcta'ion)"-

Question stated-That the following words 
be inserted after line 23 (Hon. J[ r. N ielson' s 
arnrndm' nt) :-

" The following words are added to 
the definition of 'Owner of .a mill' in thfl 
said section:-

Provided that this Act shall not be 
· deemed to apply to the central mills 

known as Mulgrave Central Mill, Moss­
man Central Mill, Isis Central Mill, 
and Plane Creek Central Mill." 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES asked the 
Ch:>irman for his ruling on the amendment. 
He contended, for the reasons he advanced 
on the other amendment, that the amendment 
was entirely out of order. It did not come 
within the scope of the Bill, which sought 
to amend the Act " in CeJ·tain particulars," 
and made another definition of the owner of 
the mill. The Bill did not seek to amend 
the Act in the particulars mentioned in the 
amendment. 

HoN. C. F. NIELSON pointed ont that the 
Bill opened out the interpretation in section 
3 of the principal Act. There were three 
new definitions put into the Act by this 
Bill. Section 3 dealt with ·definitions gene­
rally, and his amendment was an amend­
ment of a definition in section 3. Thev were 
not confined to the -definition of ''check 
chemist, "crushing capacity," and "valua­
tor." 

Hox. T. J. O'SHEA thought the Minister 
would be prudent if he adjourned the matter 
until to-morrow, when the two or three 
clauses which needed to be recommitted could 
be put through in a few minutes. He was 
anxious that this should be an effective Bill, 
and the Minister would be well advised if 
he gave members an opportunity of perusing 
the Bill. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : Why not finish 
the Bill to-night? 

Hon. T. J. O'SHEA thought his suggestion 
was a reasonable one. , 

Ho:>r. P. J. LEAHY: There was no doubt 
whatever that the Bill required to be gone 
ove1· very carefully to see that everything 
harmoni,ed. Thev had made several amend­
ments, the effect of which was not quite easy 
to follow. He did not think that the re­
vision would take very long, and it could be 
done before they met to-morrow. A great 
deal of time had been wasted, but it was only 
fair to se.y that the Minister had not been 

r•·•,ponsible for the waste of time. He sug­
gestcc! thac the Minister should not proceed 
any further that night, on the distinct under­
c+.,nrling that the whole thing would be 
finished within half an hour to-morrow. 
There had been too much waste of time, 
and they should certainly not waste any 
more time. 

The SECRETARY FOR ;\HNES: Surely 
the Committee could deal with that cla.use as 
they had got theil' minds made up as to 
whether it was in order or not. It was no 
n'e the Hon. ;\Ir. Fowles getting angry. 
The hon. gentleman exaggerated when he 
said that he (Mr. J ones) had wasted time in 
taking divi:-ions. 

Hon. E. W. H. FowLES: Get on with busi­
ness. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The 
hem. gentleman thought he had a right to 
chasti ,e him and saT what he liked, and that 
h-e (;1.1r. J ones) was not go in~ to retort. He 
wa.nted the Committee to understand that the 
Hon. J\Ir. Fow!E" was not going to control 
him. Onlv that afternoon he had delayed 
the Bill h'illf an hour at the request of the 
hon. gentleman in order to allow his friend 
to discuss it, and yet the hon. gentleman was 
the first man to put the boot into him if he 
could. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: We will finish it in 
half "n hour to-morrow. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: On 
those conditions he wonld agree to the Chair­
lnan reporting progress. 

The CHAIR MAX : Regarding the question 
raised bv the Minister. The amendment 
se<2ks to imt certain mills oub;ide the ?pera­
tions of this Bill, but it does not, ''! II!Y 
opinion, go beyond the scope of the Bill 111 

anv wav. It is a common practice for Acts 
of "Parliament to restrict their applications 
in some instances, and this only seeks to do 
what is a common practic<J. Therefore I rule 
the amendment is in order. 

The Council resumed. The CHAIRi\IAN 
rc-norted progress, and the Committee 
obtained leave to sit again to-morrow. 

B"C"XDADERG HARBOUR BOARD ACT 
A::\1ENDMENT BILL. 

FIRST READING. 

On the motion of the SECRETARY FOR 
::\IIXES, this Bill, received by message from 
the Ae ·emb!y, wa- read a first time. 

The second reading was made an Order of 
the Day for to-morrow. 

ADJOUR::\TMENT. 
The SECRET~\RY FOR MINES: I beg 

to move-Th,lt this Council do now adjourn. 
The first bnsines;, to-uorrow will be the 
rcsumJ?tion of the Committee stage of the 
Regulation of Sugar Cane Prices 4ct Amend­
ment Bill then the second readmg of the 
Chillag'e 'and Etheridge Railways ~ill, the 
State Iron and Steel Works Bill m Com­
mittee. and the second readings of the Land 
Tax Act Amendment Bill and the Income 
Tax Act Amendment Bill. 

Question put and passed. 

The Council adjourned at thirty minutes 
past 11 o'clock p.m. 

Hon. A. J. Jones.] 




