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2796 Question. [ASSEMBLY.] B1·isbane Tramway Fares Bill. 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

\YEDNESDAY, 14 ::'\OVEMBER, 1917. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. \V. Jl.leCormaek, Caims) 
took the chair at half-rast 3 o'clock. 

APPROPRIATION BILL, No. 3. 

AssENT. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of 
a message from _His !~xcelloncy the Deputy 
Governor connymg Ins assent to this Bill. 

QDESTIOX 

BTATION~ OWXED BY J\1ESSRS. KID:.IIAN, JOWETT. 
AND ANGLISS. 

Mr. POLLOCK asked the Secretary for 
Public Lands-

" 1. ·what is the number of stations 
owned by Messrs. Kidman, J owett and 
Angliss in Queensland? ' 

" 2. The total area of these stations? 
" 3. Are these men bona fide residents 

of Queensland? 
"~- Did the late Government grant ex 

tensiOn of leases to Mr. Kidman? 
"5. If so, for what area of land and 

over what period of time?" 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDi'l 
(Hon .. J. M. Hunter, Jlaranoa) replied-

" 1. Forty-five pastoral holdings in 
Queensland stand rPgistered in the name 

[Hon. A. J. Th.ynne. 

of Sidney Kidman, and fifty-nine pas­
toral holdings in that of Edmund Jowett. 
ivlr. Angliss is not the registered lessee 
of a pastoral holding. 

" 2. The total area of the holdings held 
in the name of Mr. Kidman is 23,901~ 
square miles, and those in the name of 
1f1r. J owett. 13,415~ square miles. 

"3. No. 
"4. Yes. 
" 5. Twenty years' extension of lease 

was granted in reopect of an area of 
7,683 square miles, and ten years' exten· 
sion of lease in respect of 1,304 square 
miles. The extended leases carried 
special conditions for the improvement 
of the country, such as the sinking of 
bores, etc." 

GOVER~MEN'I' LOANS SINKING FUND 
TEMPORARY SUSPENSION BILL. 

THIRD RE,\DING. 

On the motion of the TREASURER (Hon. 
E. G. Theodore, Chillagoe), this Bill, read 
a third time, was ordered to be transmitted 
to the Legislative Council for their concur· 
rence by me••sage in the usual form. 

CLOSER SETTLEMENT ACT AMEND­
MENT BILL. 

THIRD READING. 

On the motion of the SECRETARY FOR 
PUBLIC LANDS, this Bill, read a third 
time, wa• ordered to he transmitted to the 
Legislative Council for their concurrence 
by message in the usun.l form. 

BRISBANE TRA::\IWAY FARES BILL. 

INITIATION. 

The H011E' SECRETARY (Hon. J. 
Huxham, Buranda), in moving-

" That the House will, at its next 
sitting. resolve itself into a Committee of 
the Whole to consider of the desirable­
llCSS of introducing· a Bill to regulate th.; 
fare·s in respect of the traffic on the Bris­
tane tra1nway," 

Faid: 1'he leader of the Opposition is asking 
for information l''"'ke>cting this Bill, and I 
am pleased to gi \'e it. In the first place we 
recogni:s,• that the sections on thE: Brisbane 
tmmways, and the fares paid for same, 
should be put on a different basis, because at 
the present time ihe Brisbane people are not 
getting an adequate return for the money 
they pay. It is proposed to make the 
sections 1 mile in length, and provide that 
ld. shall be the maximum fare for each 
.>action. It will not interfere with the pre­
sent double sections. For a long time past 
it has been recognised that the company 
have been making large sums of money out 
of the tramways, and they have added a 
largo amount of money to their reserves. 
At the present time there is an Act which 
makes provision that the 'I'ramways Company 
shall provide proper accommodation for the 
trayeJ!ing public. Those who travel on the 
trams will know that in coming from their 
homes and going to their homes it is very 
difficult to get accommodation in the trams. 

Colonel RANKIN: The same thing occurs on 
the railways. 
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The HOME SECRETARY: Not to tha 
same extent .. 

Colonel RANK!:>: : It is much worse on the 
railways. 

The HOME' SECRETARY: The Tramways 
Company should do the fair thing by the 
travelling public of Briebane. The company 
make large sttms of money every year out 
o£ the people of Brisbane, and it is only 
right that they hou!d provide adequate 
accommodation in return. That is an out­
line of iho Bill, and I think it should com­
mend itself to hon. gentlemen on both sides 
of the House. 

Hox. J. TOLMIE (1'oowoomba): I called 
"Not form~!" to two motions that appear 
on the bmme. '-paper, one of which is to 
regulate the fares of the Brisbane tramways 
and the other to purchase the Brisbane tram­
ways. It seems to me to be a remarkabl8 
thing that the House should be asked to 
regulate the fares of the tra"nvays when the 
Government propose to purch£Lse those tr£Lm­
way ·. If the Government intend to purchase 
the tramways, then there is no need what­
ever to regulate the fares. \Ve are going 
to be aF~rcd to sit an extra day in order 
that the Government may hurry their busi­
nE.. through the House for reasons better 
known to t\1e Gover1~n1ent, but certainly not 
known to ine Opposuwn, Yet \Ve are called 
upon to d:<cuss a quc,,tio;; of whether the 
fares ch&r<j"ed now for 1, 700 val'ds should not 
be the fare charged for i, 760 yards. It 
sc.,me to m< that the measure is a sort of 
deathbed repentance on the part of the 
Government. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR PcBLIC I~STRccriox 
interjected. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: It's a wonder the l:on. 
gentle-n1an did not ask 1ne if there was u v,~ar 
on. 

The SECRETARY YOR P'GBLIC INSTRUCTION: 
You went part of the way, and camtl back. 

HoN. J. TOL:VHE: I came back all right. 
We have got a lot of measures on the husi­
n~ss:paper requiring attention, and I am 
w1llmg to facilitate the JI.Iinister rrettino' 
through those meas!HfcS. \Ve hav~ a

0 

Phm~ 
macy Bill, which has not been read a second 
time, and which has been on the paper for 
weeks. We have also a Bill dealing with 
State children. It has been on the stocks for 
months, and although we are readv to co­
operate with the hon. gentleman '<tnd are 
trying to sec it passod, it remains there. \Ve 
know that hon. members on thP other side 
talked the measnre out, and it is now at the 
bottom of the business-paner. Evidentlv 
thm·e is ne desire on the part of the Govern· 
mcnt to see the measure e<trried. On top of 
all the legislation we have here, the Home 
Secretary introduces a Bill whieh does not 
reveal to me <my very '·erious neccssih. 'Ihe 
hon g(~ntlem.an says that he is going {o rf:'gu­
lute the rat~s, and see that the section is 1 
mile, and that is the section for which the 
people will hav'c to pay ld. If my memory 
serves n1e right, there a-re n1auv seetions in 
Bri·,bane that are more than 1 m1le in lcn;,th, 
and, oorrsoquently, the Minister is going to 
reduce thu kngt·h ovee which the pc'ople' can 
be carried at present for 1d. 

:Mr. MuRPHY: And consequently incrlc:.tse 
the price. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: Yes. At the present 
time people oan travel right from North Quay 
to As cot for 3d., but if the Minister alters the 
sections it might mean that those people will 

have to pay 4d. instead of 3d. That might 
be putting an additional burden on to the 
citizens of Brisbane. Thn Mini,tcr savs that 
he IS also going to provi'do for greater "acce>m­
modation on the trams in various parts of 
~he city. Fol' a couple of hours in the morn­
mg and a couple of hours in thP afternoon 
we know that the trams are overcrowded. 

The Hmm SECRETARY: That is th, ti:11e 
when the people need them most-when they 
are coming from th:~ir ;,vo1·k. ~ 

HoN. J. 'TOLYIIE: We kn<nv that for hours 
during th~ day thE. traT!!S scarcely pay for 
the electricity used to provide their motive 
power. JYI:v impression is that in the busY 
hours of the day additional trams are run 
for the purpose of ac~on1modatiEg passengers. 
If all the passe11gers in Brisbane elect to go 
home within a q!mrtcr of an hour of tlw same 
time every day, it must lc~d to innonvcnience. 
I ask the hun. gentleman in charge of the 
Bill if _h,, has not already got fnll power to 
deal rth the rnatter of overcrowding in the 
trams? Thn Act deals with that. Gn·d the 
hon. gentleman has full control · over the 
tra>nways in that re '·nect. Or.:. a formPr o~":ca­
sion, 1vhE.:n a C'OJ11nlaint WPS lnade about 
sufficient tra-,rway power not being p1 oviol'd 
forth<> aecor<Jm<llhtion of pa"emrers, the lnte 
Home Secretary ir,tervened, with the result 
that an increased number of trams were put 
on. If the hon. gentlenwn would OJ;!y put 
into force the powers he possP'-'d under r he 
law at the present time, there would be 
amnle opportunity for him to satisfy the 
needs of the people of Brisbane without the 
introduction of lcgiflatic,n of this kind. 
Legislation is beinrr introducl'd for reasons 
";hich do not exiet to-day. The Trarnwuys 
Compm';Y charge "·hat moy be regarded as a 
farr pnce for a section quite as long or 
longer than is proposed in this Bill. Conse­
quently, the ho11. gentleman has ample power 
to see that a sufficient number of trams are 
run at a narticular hour of the dav to satisfv 
the nec·ds of the peorJe of Brisbane. Why, 
then, c,hould the country be put to the 
expense of dealing with a Bill of this kind? 
In the dying hams of Parliament, we are 
asked to deal with this measure. It makes 
us suspicion, of the legislation whicl1 is being 
introduced, and we begin to inquire the 
motive for its introduction. We arc here 
for that purpose-to ascertain the motives for 
introducing this legislation, especially wi1en 
the legislation is introduced not to serve any 
definite purpose. 

The HmrE SECRETARY : Yes, the purpose, is 
very definite. 
Ho~. J. TOL::\1IE: I say it is Eat going 

to serve any definite purpose, because that 
purpose can be served definite! y under the 
legislation at present on the statute-book. It 
looks to me that it i& only kite-fl ving, like the 
other Bills introduced bv the 'Government. 
We know that the Government stands dis­
credited in the country, and they desire to 
make themselves appear in ihe best possible 
light.. I do not blame them for that. They 
a:·c hke the shopkeeper who puts the rosy 
srde of the apple on the out,ide so that t.he 
public may see it. Most of the legisla!Jon 
introduced appears to me to be of that char­
acter. 1\'e want the Govemment to deal 
with matters that are graYe and of deop con­
cern, and for the welfare of the State in its 
most trying hour. The Go,ernment shonld 
be devoting all thr,ir strength of mind, and 
all the powers whi~h they possess. to develop 
the State in order to help the country 

Hon. J. Tolmie.l 
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throug-h this tryinl"( period. Kone of that 
sort of legislation has been introduced. The 
Government have not introduced «uything 
of a cc.nstructive character, and nothiug that 
is going to build up the industries of the 
State. They are introducing nothing that 
will give eonfidence to the proplo of Queens­
land at a juncture when that confidence is 
very much needed. All this legislation is 
introduced so that the citizens of Brisbane 
may he told that the Govcmment have a 
gre<tt regard for their welfare, and will see 
that they are not overcrowded in the trams. 

::\1r. J\Il!RPHY: Y d they propose to increase 
the fares by 50 per cent. on the Cbillagoe 
line! 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: We will come to that 
l<ttcr on. The proposition, to my mind. does 
not appear to he a reduction of the charges 
at all, although they evidently desire the 
people to believe that. 

The SPEAKEH: Orde1· ! I sugge·.t to tho 
hon. member that he 1eave that for his 
sped~h on the sE-~~ond. reading. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: There is no need to 
go into Committee to consider this question 
for the reasons that have been assigned by 
the Minister. \Vhen we are asked to go 

into Committee we must have 
[4 p.m.] certain definite and clear rea-

sons for doing so, and those 
reasons have been stated. I submit that 
the question is, whether we should go into 
Committee, and if reasons can be shown 
against going into Committee it is our 
bounden duty to show them. The reasons 
for going into Committee to consider this 
proposal are not manifest in the proposal 
itself, nor in the explanation as given by 
the Minister. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! I would point 
out that, if the information given by the 
::.V1inistcr on the introduction of a Bill is 
going to be discussed at this stage, it will 
only tend towards preventing that informa­
tion being given, because it is out of order 
to argue the merit3 of a Bill on the infor­
mation given, except on the second reading. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: I would not like to 
clash with you, Mr. Speaker, on this ques­
tion, although I hold the opinion that it is 
laid do\Yn in the Standing Orders that a 
motion of any kind is discussable on all 
ocra '·ions, and that any Bill can be dis­
CUf·Gd to the fullest extent. 

The SPEAKER: Order! Not at this 
stago. The hon. member will be out of 
order in discussing the contents of the Bill 
now. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: I hold that a Bill 
from its very incipient stages can be dis­
cussed. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! The hon. mem· 
her is quite in order in discussing the 
motion, but he is not in order in asking for 
information, and then proceeding to argue 
on the information received, and I do not 
propose to allow him to do that. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: I do not want you to 
a;Jow me to do anything that is out of 
order. I want to observe the dignity of 
the Chair in every possible way, but it has 
boon pointed out to me that I am out of 
order, on some occasions, because I desire 
h exercise to the fullest the rights that I 
po,, ess, anrl nothing beyond. In relation 
to this motion. thPre is a specific intimation 

[Hon. J. Tolmie. 

for the House to resolve itself into a Com­
mittee of the Whole for a clear and definite 
purpose, and that is to consider a Bill to 
regul l.t'J the fares that are now hcing paid 
on the tramways, and I am endeavouring 
b point out that these fares at the present 
time are reasonable, and that they do 
not need regulating in the direction indi­
cated; and if they ·do not need regulating 
then the necessitv for the Bill ceases to 
exist. It is only' taking up time uselessly 
and in a westdul manner to ask that this 
motion should be referred to a Committee 
for consideration. 

Colonel RANKIN (Burrum): I do not 
think it is desirable that the House should 
resolv<- itself into a Committee of the Whole 
to consider this question at all. Vv e have 
just h~d an intimation from the Treasurer 
this Efternoon that he desires the House to 
sit on Mondays, owing to the congested 
state of the business-paper. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Y on are paid for 
365 days. 

Colonel RANKIN : I am quite willing 
to sit on seven days a week if the Minister 
wishes it. I will sit all day an·d all night 
if the Minis",'r wieh('' it. I am not 
taking any exception to coming here. The 
leader of the Opposition expressed some 
doubt as to the intentions of the Govern­
ment with regard to this measure. I have 
no doubt at all with regard to the inten­
tions of the Government. It is simply a 
sop offered by the Government on the eve 
of an election to the town and city electors. 
They have a desire to put something in their 
window, as somebody has expressed it. 
There is no business in it. Speaking as .a 
country member, we have had sufficient indi­
cation of their desire to help the townsmen. 

The TREASURER: We have had quite 
enough opposition to it. 

Colonel RANKIN: I have no doubt you 
have. \Ve have had quite enough evidence 
of the sympathy and kindly regard which 
the pre,ent Government has towards the city, 
and it is about time that we had some con­
crete indication of their regard for the 
men in the country. We have been told 
b" the Minister in charge of the Bill that 
one provision in this measure is to give 
better arrommodation on the trams. I would 
sugge't that the Government, before they 
begin to interfere with the acc0mmodation 
on the trams. should put their own house in 
order. Let them go into the country and 
"'"' the accommodation provided for the 
people there. I submit that the line on 
which I live is a disgrace to any railway 
system. Speaking here some time ago, I 
referred to the fact that coming down fro•n 
Childers I and other passengers--

Mr. STOPFORD : You were Minister for 
Railways. Why did you not make a start? 

Colonel RANKIN : They had excellent 
accommodation when I was Minister for 
Railways, and they had a splendid train 
sE>rvice. What do we find now? The hon. 
member for JYfount Morgan, when he tra­
velled down, had t<' +ravel in one of those 
box arrangements. 

Mr. STOPFORD: I had to travel in them 
when you were Minister for Railways. 

The TREASURER : There was only one 
notable thing you did as Minister for 
Railways,· and that was to reappoint the 
Commissioner. 
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Colonel RANKIN: I will say this: that 
it took the Railway Commissioner to size 
up the prec,ent Administration, and the atti­
tude of ,omc of the railway workers, in his 
report this year. 

The TREASl:iRER: Is that why you re­
appointed him? 

The SPEAKER: Order ! 
Colonel RANKIN : I called attention to 

the fact that people were compelled to travel 
along that line in the dark. Not even lights 
were provided by the Railway Department. 
Later on they provided a hurricane lantern. 

The SPEAKER: Or·der! The hon. mem· 
her had an opportunity of dealing witl• 
railway grievances on the Estimates. 

Colonel RANKIN : The Minister has 
pointed out that this Bill is necessary in 
order to provide better accommodation on 
the trams, and I say they should first put 
their own house in order. The accommoda­
tion provided on the railways is infinitely 
WO!'se. In the case I referred to they 
put a hurricane lantern on a nail, and 
in the swaying of the c,1.rriage the hurricane 
lantern fell down and nearly set fire to two 
ladies. ThP Minister for 'Justice and the 
Tree urer laugh. They think it is a huge 
joke. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: Give all the harrow­
ing details. 

Colonel RANKIN : It was harrowing. 
and it was just the merest chance that 
"hen the hurricane lantern smashod on the 
floor the fire was extinguished. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: That was because 
the ('qmmissioner was illegally reappointed. 

Colonel RANKIN: That did not happen 
hen a Liberal Admi1·stration was in power. 

It was the re,ult of the pettifogging retrench­
ment of the prPsent Government. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! I hope the hon. 
member will not pursue that argument fur­
ther. 

Colonel RANKIN: I wish to point out 
that the accommodation on the trams is 
infinitely better than the accommodation we 
have in the country districts, and we find no 
anxiety on the part of the Government to 
ameliorate the conditions obtaining in coun­
try districts at the pr<c<ent time. I say it 
is a ,,tanding dir grace. Now we come to 
the que,tion of fares. The Minister says he 
is going to reduce the fares on the tram­
lines in and around the oity of Brisbane, 
and he told us that he propo,ed to obtain 
sections a mile in length. What is the dis­
tance at the present time? 

The SPEAKER: Order! I cannot allow 
the hon. member to discuss details of the 
Bill at this stage. The information given 
by the Home Secretary was out of order, 
and I do not intend to allow any discussion 
on it. 

Colonel RANKIN: I have no desire to 
get out of order. I am merely pointing 
out that the information given to us is not 
borne out by the facts as we find them. 
Under the proposal of the Minister, the fare 
for a 3-mile journey will be 3d., but the 
George street to Ascot line is in the neigh-
1:ourhood of 4 miles. 

The HO}!E SECRETARY: Do not talk about it. 
Colonel RANKIN : There is no business in 

this proposal. It is a sop to the metropolitan 
people. It is just another indication of that 

kindly regard which the Government have 
towards the townspeople while they are utterly 
in cl iffercnt to the sufferings of the people in the 
country. There may be occasions during 
the busy hours of the day when the traffic 
is somewhat conge.sted, but has the hon. 
gentleman never travelled on the railways 
during a busy time of the day? 

The Ho~rE SE~RETARY: No. 
Colonel RAN KIN: Then he has not 

travellAd on the railways as much as I have, 
else he would have seen just as great a 
congestion on the railways as there is on 
the trams, and he would have seen that on 
various occasions people had to stand up 
during the whole of the journey. I confe.ss 
it is very difficult for any Railway Depart­
ment to a void congestion at certain hours, 
but before wo begin to set other people's 
houses in order, it is a perfectly reasonable 
and just thing for the Government to set 
their own house in order. If the Minister 
will come up with me this week-end he will 
see what we have to put up with, and see 
the accommodation we have, and I am sure 
it would open his eyes. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I have never 
had any complaintP. 

Colonel RANKIN: I have complained on 
every opportunity I have had during this 
sr'-sion. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! The hon. mem­
ber is getting av;ay from the question. We 
arc not dealing with the railways. 

Colonel RANKIN : I am only dealing with 
the railways in a comparative manner. 

The SPEAKER: Order! ThE' hon. mem­
ber has been de a 1 ing with the rail ways 
during the whole of his speech. 

Colonel RANKIN: I think you will admit 
that the subject is quite relevant to this 
motion. I hope before the Government go 
in for any scheme of this sort that they 
will turn their attention to the conditions 
existing in their own department. 

Mr. McPHAIL (Windsor): I wish to 
refute the argument that has been raised 
that measures of this d2scription are con­
tinually being brought in for the benefit of 
the eib-. In the first plrrce, the hon. member 
for Bti:rrum should remember that the city 
of Brisbane contains nearly one-fourth of the 
population of Queensland, and, therefore, 
the people of this city have a right to so!lle 
consideration. To say that the introductiOn 
of a Bill of this description for the regula­
tion of fares with respect to traffi<' on the 
Brisbane tramways is simply a sop to the 
metropolitan area, seems to me to show a 
certain amount of petty jealousy. So far as 
the district which the countrv member repre­
sents is concerned, he seems to think it 
should receive more consideration than the 
metropolitan area. Now, I think that if 
the work of this Government were taken 
into con-ideration it would be found that 
an equitable distribution has been made 
throughout the State right from the North 
of Qtieensland to the South-that each por­
tion receives its fair and just share of atten­
tion from this Government. This little 
measure here, I think, is one which is justifi­
able and neceosary. It is to regula~e the 
fare": in respect to the traffic on the Brisbane 
tramways. I believe every member-even 
the hon. member for Burrum-if he gives 
the matter a little careful attention, will see 
there is something nccecsary that needs to 

Mr. McPhai!.] 
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be done in this particular regard. There 
are some sections along the tramway that it 
is really almost taking money out of people's 
pockets to charge them for, and those are 
the specia.l sections on which the tramways 
are making the most money. The hon. mem­
ber must re,,Jire that the short section from 
Gcorge street to Petrie's Bight is the best 
paying section that the Brisbane tramway 
has; for this reason, that the bulk of the 
bnsines' of the town is done on that section. 
It may be only a distance of 100 yards that 
a person will go, and he will pay a penny for 
it. If they go from the top of the street 
to Petrie's Bight they pay a penny, and it 
is hardly half a mile. Now, I think that it 
must appEar to hon. members that some­
thing is necos< uy to make " more equitable 
distribution of the distances for which fares 
are charged. Take the E::Cdron Park line. 
There arc three se:~tions on it. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! I pointed out 
to the hon. member that he should wo:it for 
the '<econd i'eading of the measure to go into 
det:tils on these matters. 

Mr. McPHAIL: Well, I will lea ye that 
until the s~econd reading. I wanted to point 
out to the hon. member that there was reason 
for the intro<duction of this Bill, and that 
the Minister ''"as justified in bringing it in, 
not so much from the standpoint of th" 
metropolitan area, but from the standpoint 
of seeing that justice was done to a big sec­
tion of people who live in the metropolitan 
area. I feel quite satisfied that the hon. 
mcmh··'r, on s~cond thoughts, will realise that 
this is not introduced with a desire of giving 
special fen om·s to the metropolitan area, but 
simply for seeing that \:hat he desires in 
country di·trids is also desirable in thA i own 
areas-that the townspeopl" shall receive fair 
and ju't protection from those who are run· 
nino; interP-;ts which they are using for their 
own benefit, but for which the people have 
to pcly. 

:Mr. CORSER (Burnett): I would like to 
suggest an amendment to the Minister that 
he alter the words "Brisb.:me Tramwavs" to 
"Goyernn1ent Raihvayp;," and, if the doYcrn­
ment members show any support of such a 
suggestion. I fpe] sure the country will be 
benefited by the moving of such an amend­
ment from either side. I think the Govern­
ment might well see the desirablerless of 
enabling a Committee of the Whole to con­
sider the desirablene;s of introducing a Bill 
for the regulation and altering of the fares 
and freights on our railways. Such an 
amendment would be of immediate benefit 
to thCJ great majority of the people of the 
State, and certainly the great portion of 
the St~te. The hon. member who has just 
resumed his seat states that this Bill affects 
one portion of the population of the State, 
and that it does not give special favours. 
Now, I don't think the Bill is going to give 
any special favours, 

Mr. MrPHAIL: I never said it was giving 
special favours at all. 

Mr. CORSER: I don't either. 1 claim 
the hon. gentleman does not hold that it is 
going to give special favours. I don't say 
it is going to give special favours, because 
I don't think it is; it is only a bit of 
\vindo\v-dressing. 

::'.h. Me PH AIL: To giYe justice. 
Mr. CORSER : Where are we getting 

justice more than on the tramways of 

[Mr. McPhail. 

Brisbane? Do an equal distance in the 
country; go six or eight miles on the country 
railways; you canot do it decently under a 
couple of "bob," and that in a pretty hard 
seat. Here you will do it for 3d. or 6d .. 
vvith a good serYice. Give the conveniences. 
that are in Brisbane to any of the country 
towns in Queensland and sec if they would 
not be prepared to pay twice the amount the 
Dri,bane people paid to,day. The tramways 
of Brisbane and the fares, as far as I haYe 
seen them, compare more than favourably 
with the fares of anv tramwa ·;s in Ausb·alia 
in the scdions, takir]g into co;1>ideration the 
distance of the trams. (Government dissent.) 
Of couroe. we know that in the old service of 
Sydney. whore the Government run the trams. 
and where they haYe a big deficit on cheir 
trams , nd railways, they do things which 
probably a company here cannot afford to 
do, brcause they have not got the prC>ple of 
Queem,'and to come back on to pa:, a deticit; 
they h:tve not got the Government to fall 
b,wk on. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: The Tramway Com­
pany have the people of Queensland to come 
back on to pay dividends for them. 

Mr. CORSER: The people of Queewland 
that use them and g·et something out of 
them P"Y a diyidencl; and it is a pity our 
Que msl11hl railway,, could not pay a diYi· 
<], nrl. The trams are entitled to pay a 
divir1encl; the money that is invest•YJ in 
tht,se tram is worthv of a diYidend. lt is 
a pity that our Qn,'ensland railways could 
not p;,y a ·dividend without calling upon 
people, who are not enjoying railways at all. 
to help to pay deficits by increased burdens 
and incrcaPecl taxation. The convenienccg of 
the Brisbane tramway',, and the chargz·s of 
tho,ce tramways, are nothing to cavil at at 
the pres<mt time with the increased cost of 
everything, and nobody can justly complain 
at the cost. I don't think that this Bill is 
going to provide anything tangible, except 
an appeal to the minds of the people so a' 
to try and secure something at the b'lllot 
box a3 a return. I think it is only a ballot 
box Bill to trv and assist the Government, 
and not the p~ople. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
vVh;;- don't you support it, and it will help 
you? 

:Mr. CORSER: If it is a mattt>r of sup· 
porting thing·s here to help us at the ballot 
box. I hope the Minister will some day 
nalise that we have a higher and nobler 
dutv to perform. I think that the suggested 
am~ndment would be serviceable to the corn· 
n1unity at lar[;o. 

HoN .. J. A, FIHELL Y: I think that not 
only the people of Brisbane, but the people 
of Queensland, can quite understand th& 
factious opposition which has been shown 
on the introduction of this measure. The 
trouble with the Opposition is not that w& 
are legislating for the people of Brisbane 
at all, 'and that the country people are being 
oYerlookPil; otherwise they would spccifi· 
c:1lly quote the legislation that has Leen 
iiJtroduced that affected the country and the 
legislation affecting the city. The trouble is 
that we are going to exercise some super­
Yision over a yery powerful corporation. 

Colon<'] RANKIN: The Speaker would not 
allow it. 

HoN. J. A. FIHELL Y: The Speaker 
allowed the hon. member to digress a good 
deal, a.nd probably while he was speaking 
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about the hurricane lamp he would also 
have allowed him to mention something in 
regard to the legislation which I am refer­
ring to now. It is idle to say that measures 
this Government have introduced have been 
for the benefit of the city. Members of the 
metropolitan area have bePn rather moderate 
in making their demands to the Goyernment 
during this Parliament. (H0ar, hear!) 

Mr. BERTRAM: Too long-suffering. 

Ho:;. J. A. F~HELLY: The last Mi.nistry 
certamly was m danger of becoming a 
Queen-street Ministry. We are purely a 
Queensland Ministry looking after the in­
t:i:ccts of the State. The factious Oppo­
e:tiO:l here to-day conceals something more 
Sigmficant. The df'sire of the Opposition is 
to entre:1ch the Brisbane tramwav monopoly 
in their present position. I 'know that 
during my term in the Justic"J Department 
I came across an extraordinary mea· ure cal­
cula~cd to rc,ive the tramways unusual bene­
fit··, and to put the matter of goodwill 
actually beyond doubt. That measure was in 
draft. I won't s:ty it would have received 
the approval of the Government· but the 
polic1 of the Government in reg~rd to the 
tramwa:~· monopoly has been shown in the 
past. The policy of this Government of 
C?':'r -e, is known. The policy of the OpyJO­
Slbon has been shown and can b0 seen at 
any time. The present Tramwavs Company 
is a men •ce to the community. ·It does no­
thing at all to open up the lino euburbs of 
Brisbane. (Hear, h< u !) It onh- follows the 
population. In Sydney there" is a real 
attempt made to give rapid and cheap com­
munication to working people. 

Colonel RAXKIX: You have been three 
years in office now; has it taken you three 
years to find that out? 

HoN.-. J._~·-FTH;ELLY: "Better late than 
uever. .11 1. rutu nau my ·way, It wou1<1 
have been one of the first measures submitted 
to the I~ouse. As I remarked previously, 
metrop?htan members are too prone to give 
concEc,swns when they hear the clamouring of 
c9untry members, . and more particularly to 
g1vo ear to the nmse made by country mem­
bers on the other side. The present tramway 
monopoly is a real living danger to the 
people. The other day the Municipal Coun­
c!l had occasion to protest because Mr. Badger 
Simply commandeered one street. A metro­
politan bushranger, a highwayman, com­
mandeered one street and closed it to traffic 
and the municipality had no power ~ 
interfere. Is not that an outrage? 
In electric light matters it cloes what 
it wi,hes. Where the Citv Electric Lia-ht 
Company have to obtain Orders in Co~n­
cil to erect posts and construct various 
channels and so on for their lighting 
apparatus, even for overhead wires the 
Tramw'.'ys .Compan;v comes along, and,' with­
out hesitatwn or Without seeking the Govern­
ment's consent, does what it wishes right 
rour:d the m~troi:JOlitan area. It gives a poor 
scrvwe, and it give' bad accommodation. It 
is the rule rather than the exception for 
pe?ple to have to stand up in the trams 
gomg home. They cannot p<\Ssibly convey 
the people home. 

Mr. ROBERTS: The Brisbane tramways are 
spoken very highly of outside the State. 

HoN. J. A. FIHELL Y: By a narrow­
minded lot of people who have not travelled. 
Anybody who goes to Sydney and appre­
mates the thoroughly good travelling and 
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sees the well-organised system there has no 
time for Brisbane. The Brisbane Tramways 
Company makes too much profit. Its pro­
prietors are absentees. 

:Mr. ROBERTS : You know the tramways in 
Sydney are run at a loss. 

HoN. J. A. FIHELLY: If the hon. mem­
ber were better informed he would realise 
that a slight increase in fares in Sydney 
turned the Government's deficit in New 
South vV.des into a surplus the year follow­
ing. (Hear, hear!) On the second reading 
I will seize the opportunity of giving the 
hon. member some figures which will educate 
him, or at least improve his lack of know­
ledge, exhibited here at the present time. 
I welcome the measure. The only fault I 
find with it is that mentioned by the hon. 
member for Burrum-it has come too late. 
I trust the measure will become law. We 
badly want some sweepin(\" reformation in 
the tramv ay system of Brisbane. It would 
be bett.-,r if WB could havC' municipal or 
governmental control, but if we cannot have 
that. at least we should have nasonable 
n~g-ulations, better service, cheaper and more 
rapid transit. I support thC' proposal. 

::\Ir. ~,IlJRPHY (Bnrke) : It seems to me 
that the ·criticism of the propo,al submitted 
by the Home f:lccretary hcts '"risen from the 
fact thn.t .in connection with the Brisbane 
tram\,-ays the Government ,,·em-,· to be like 
the memorable "Jack ,Jones "-they aon't 
know where they are. It has been pointed 
out already that the Government have power 
to deal with the questions contained within 
the four corners of the motion submitted by 
the Home Secretary. If they have hacl that 
power they should have exercised it. If they 
are doubtful of the power given to them in 
the Tramways Act and require the Legislature 

to make proper provision to 
L;.~~ pdu.J Lu.u~ic them to deal with the 

Brisbane Tramways Company, 
then I am one, although I represent a far­
dif.tant pint of the State, who is pre­
pared to see that they get that power. I 
think it is the duty of any Government 
to be in the position to <lea] with a mono­
poly such as the Brisbane Tramways Com­
panv. The Assistant :Minister for Justice 
has· rdcrred to certain things, but there is 
one thing which he omitted to state. Some 
ycftrs ago there was a proposal that the 
municipal authorities in Brisbane should 
bke over the tramways, and the Government 
of the day drafted a Bill and submitted it 
to the coneideration of the local authorities, 
and aloo furnished members of the House 
with copies.· It was to come on for con­
sideration, but owing to some difference of 
opinion between the members of the various 
loc;;• I authcritied nothing further was dor.e in 
the matter. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: A very poor Bill, too. 

l'vh. MURPBY: It may have been a poor 
Bill. I trust that if the hon. member is 
going to ·draft a Bill he will see that all the 
difficulties contained in that Bill are omitted. 
With rC'gard to fares, I think it is right. 
that the Government should have the power 
to fix them in the metropolitan area, <tnd I 
would suggest that the best way to assist 
the wage-earners of Brisbane would not be 
in fixing the mile fares, but in insisting that 
upon all lengths of tramway a maximum faro 
should b0 charged, say not more than 3d. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: It would haro]y get 
over the real grievance, that is, extensions. 

Mr. Murphy.] 
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MJC MURPHY: You might be able to 
provide for that in the Bill. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY : You notice that the 
\Vater and Sewerage Board take the water 
everywhere, but gas you cannot get any­
where, and trams you cannot get. Settle­
ment must come first. 

Mr. MURPHY: If the Government can 
take power under the statute to deal with 
fares, surely they could take power to deal 
V\'ith extensions? 

The. SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION: 
'How can you make a man spend monev on 
extensions? · 

. Mr. MURPf!:~: Well, then, on the autho­
nty of the Mm1ster for Public Instruction 
our pr?po•.als to deal with the company ar~ 
not gomg to extend very far. According to 
the information given to us bv the Home 
Sc~retary, we are simply going to say to the 
BnRbane Tramways Company that they must 
no~ charge more than ld. a mile, and we are 
gomg to tell them that they must put on 
more ears at certain hours of the day. I 
s:'.'i' that, having had so long a time to con­
Sider the proper method of dealing with the 
company. the Government should have been 
able to come down with a complete. scheme. 

The HoliiE SECRETARY: We have submitted 
a scheme n'n;-, 

Mr. l\1URPHY: The Home Secretary will 
pardon me for saying that the worst critic 
of the sch~mc is his colleague, the Secretary 
fm: Public Instruction, who immediately 
pomts out. all the difficulties which are in 
the way of the Government. 

The SEC'RET.iRY FOR PuBLIC INSTRUCTION: 
I have not said anything of the kind. 

~fr .. iYIURPHY: The duty of a Govt'rn­
mf.'nt. 1s to try to cweep those difficulties out 
of existence. If they have power to deal 
effectively with the Briebane Tramways 
Company, they shou,ld go the whole hog 
and do the thing properly. 

The H01IE SECRETARY: It IS a very com­
plete Bill. 

~1r. M"C"RPHY: I am very glad to hear 
it, and so far as I am c;ncerned I am 
going to support it, because I believe it is 
the right of thf' Government to have the 
power to ·deal with fares and to insist that 
any mon'.'poly sh?uld deal fairly by the gen­
eral public. I might ask the Home Secretary 
whether he will not take into consideration 
the ·~lesirabilit:: of fixing a maximum fare. 
I thmk that is the best protection that can 
be given to the public. because we want to 
see '':age-earnt~rs in the metropolitan area 
get air-space, to be aJ,le to live outaide the 
city. It roduces the price of rents, it gives 
them b_etter opportunity to obtain a dwelling 
of t~e.n· own ul!d<;r the w_orkers' dwellings 
!H'OVlS10nS, and It IS healthier for them. 

The Hol>IE SECRETARY : The Bill makes pro-
vision for that. · 

:Mr. MURPHY: I am glad to see that. 
We want to see. thf,t. t.hese wage-earners get 
out to their homes at reasonablo rates. If 
they have to pay hccvvy tram fares. they are 
unable to reside at any distance from the 
city, and in dealing with this matter the Go­
vernment should net suy, "Well. here is a 
Bill; you must take it as it is." It would be 
much better to introduce a Bill as a purely 
non-party mr•asure, the Minister and his sup­
porters having open minds, and then kt us 

[Mr. Murphy. 

try to do the very best we can, not, of course, 
deliberately to injure those who have invested 
their money in the Brisbane Tramways. but 
in order that the general population in the 
metropolitun area shall be treated fairly vnd 
squarely by that corporation. 

Mr. ROBERTS lEast Toowoomba): I am 
not going to oppose the a•doption of this reso­
lution. but I am somewhat surprised at the 
fact that on the business-sheet we have two 
notice.; dealing with the same company. The 
Minister say8 that this is going to be a very 
complete Bill, and 1 suppose it is complete 
so far as only one subject is concerned-that 
is, fares. 

Th" HOME SECRETARY: Fares, sections, pro­
visions for extensions, and accommodation­
a very con1prehf:lnsiv c rnet' -sure. 

Mr. ROBERTS: That is very different 
from,, the wording of this motion. That is 
how the Government generally get th.,se 
things in. Evidently this is p:oing to bn 
almost a Tramwavs Bill. As I read this, it 
wus simply a matter of the fares, Dealing 
with the complaint that thp, J\linieter has 
made as to oyercrowded trams, I would like 
to know whether th,• Government have made 
representations to the company? 

The HOME SECRETARY: l hav8 made two 
applications myself, one about a month ago. 

Mr. ROBERTS: I h..we not seen anv state­
ment that the Tramways Company were 
approached, or any rcporr where they have 
turned the hon. member down. \Vhat oc~urs 
to me is that the Government, fint of a.lL 
propose to introduce a Bill to take away the 
earning power of the Tramways Company, 
and then follow it up with another Bill to buy 
the company out as a non-paying concern. 
Th<1t is the only conclusion I can come to. 

Mr. CARTER: You think they should 
inC'rea.sc the earning power? 

Mr. ROBERTS: No, I do not; but I think 
the most important o·f 'the two Bills, and the 
one I would be inclined to support, would be 
the "econd one. 

The HOliiE SECRETARY: Do yott agr0e with 
the company making 20 per cent. per am,um 
for· a period of yours? 

Mr. ROBERTS: I cannot '"Y I du, but. my 
experience of the company is that they give 
reasonable service for the fares <"harged. In 
SydnEc' we know that the tram,,·ay>;. which 
are run by the Gover·nment, are overcrowded 
at thE' "ame times as those the Home Secre­
tary mentions, and we know thut our subnr­
ban railway service is the same. Go and see 
the train coming from Ipswich about 8 
o'clock in the· morning. and tell me if there 
is reawnable accommodation there. The first 
difficulty with which the company have to 
deal is to have sufficient rolling-stock to deal 
with traffic at cert.air. times of the day, if 
they are going- to· make a profit, and my 
opinion is that the peopl-e are prepared to put 
up with a certain amount of reasonable incon­
venicr,ce in order w got the pr~vilc~e. and I 
certainly think that if the proposal of the 
Home Secretary, to fix n maximum of ld. 
per mile, i'· carried, the people will find their 
privileges rc"duced. I kno\v rnany- sections in 
and around Brisbane whf're you travel eon­
siderahly more than that for ld. I think the 
distanc'' fram the Customs House to the 
bridge would be nearer one mile than half a 
mile. 

The HoME SECRETARY: Nonsm1se! Alxlut 
half a mile. 
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Mr. ROBERTS : From th<) Customs Rous<' 
to the railway gates must be fully a mile, and 
we shall have to watch vm·y careful]·; to see 
that the tmv0lling public do not lose 'some of 
the privileges which they enjoy. 

Mr. BARNER (Warwick): The introduc­
tion of this Bill see1.1s altogether unnecessary 
in the light of that which is to folio'"", and, 
although some surprise has been ·~xprcswd 
by hon. members at the opposition shown, yet 
it is the duty of this side of the House to 
show the hollowness of the Government in 
attempting to intrcdu- e two measures of this 
kind. Either one m the other is not neE't1Pd. 
]f real basiness is Heant by the <econd mea­
~ure. there is no need whatever for :hP intro­
duction of this. Those who travel hv tram, 
I think. generally realise thac the chaJ;gE'· .ue 
moderate 

Hon. J. HcxHAM: Ti vou lived where I do, 
-you 'vould see yourself Stnnding every n10rn-
1ng. 

Mr. BAR='JRS: r SCE' pcop1e st~ndiug in 
trains, and th •t ev1l exist' ~t different hours 
of the day, !:>ut the Go\'ernmcnt have power 
and authority to deal with it 

The Ho~IE SECRETARY: Eve:·y time• I h.we 
appealed to t}:cm they have given son1c 
"'xeu,C' why it should not he done. 

J\1r. B~.\H~ES: Xot very long ago the 
:V1inis!cr- recciv0d a, deputation on !hi., very 
score. and T hel•c•ve n•lief follow•·cl tlte repre­
"entHtions which wme !hen made by the 
Minister If he was then able to s•·c,ure a 
better service, so h0 1S r..ble to do so no1..v. 
The truth is that this is a sort of fhshlight 
effort at the end of the se,.ion, a kind of last 
try to show to the people of the nwtropo!is 
that, " although we have been lax, after all 
the m~~tter h no1 forgotten, and '\V.P· flash ou~ 
uow; 've art3 going £c bring sorne rP.<:!Tess to 
you if you have a grievallce :n conDectlon 
·with trannvay 1natt.cri'." 

The HmiE SECRETARY: You indicatv that the 
neo:)l(1 "\Y<ant jt lJy your rPnarks. 

Mr. BAR:'\JES: Evidel:'t!v the hurtien has 
11ot hPcn felt vory muc·h by "::\Iini,•terg. or tbev 
would have given artent"ion to thn mat•e"i· 
earlier than the d:vmg hours of this PariJa 
ment. TherE' may lw need in some directions. 
This Bill, standing by itself. may b<> a per­
fectly rig-ht and just thing- in th•• interest~ of 
the people, but in the light of the Govern 
1nent acquiring the trarnwavs in the near 
futuro the m:ttter might b; cLlayed un':il 
thev s'tow the more excellent 'a.-. Either 
oni pro~,osa: or the other is hollow: Perhaps 
hoth of thorn are, and the;v~ <1~e ~nBrely a 
matte>· of flash[;ght business. 

However, I .•earcely think the people are 
going to be gulled into the belief that an 
effort is being made by this Government to 
put things in order 'before this Parliament 
ends. Another thing is very singular, and 
that is that during these later days of this 
session we are witnessing the efforts made 
b:J ono Minister in supporting another. Only 
the other day we had evidence of the 
Minister for Education supporting his col­
league thE' Treasurer in the direction of his 
mpasures, and now to-day we have the Acting 
2\linister for Justice coming along and sup­
porting the Home Secretary in the big effort 
he has made in the introduction of this 
measure. No doubt, the measures are of 
considerable importance to the Government; 
but surely the weight of two Ministers is 
scarcely necessary in order to give the House 

a true assurance and insight into the neces­
sity for the introduction of a Bill of this 
kind. 

Mr. SWAYNE (Mirani): As a country 
member, I do not see any particular objec­
tion to this question as it is stated here. It 
seems to me that by the wording it is simply 
the intention to regulate the fares on the 
Brisbane tramways, and there is no doubt 
there are some anomalies in regard to those 
fares. But if it has any bearing on the next 
motion--

The SPEAKER : Order ! I suggest that 
the hon. member confine himself to the 
motion before the House. 

Mr. SWAYNE: When we come to the 
next motion I will not be in order in refer­
ring to the previous one, but the two must 
be read together if we are to get at the full 
meaning of those introducing the Bill. I 
have always taken the stand that where a 
monopoly exists it. is the duty of the State, 
if need be, to step in and see that that 
monopoly does not abuse its strength. But, 
while we are talking about monopolies, I 
think the monopolies we are suffering most 
from in Queensland at present are not 
monopolies of capital, but monopolies at the 
other end of the social scale. The monopo­
lies I speak of are the cause of considerable 
losa to the consumers and the public of 
Queensland generally, and the Government 
ha" shown no desire at all to deal with those 
monopolists. However, I know I would not 
be in order in referring further to these, but 
where a monopoly exists one cannot object 
to the State supervising and seeing that it 
does not take undue advantage. At the 
sanw tim•3, as far as the Brisbane tramways· 
are concerned, those who have been in the 
other States of Australia know that, on the 
whole, they give a very fair service. But 
I do think, if there is any intention on the 
part of the Government to utilise this as a 
means lo ruin the assets of the company as 
a preparatory step to reduce their valn(: 
before, acquiring them, it is a different 
matter altogether, and I hope that noth­
Ing of that kind i::: in view, because not 
only woald its br.d effect apply to the com­
p•.ny, but it would h'tve a very detrimental 
effect on the affairs of Queensland as a 
whole if it were once known that as a pre­
paratory step to acquiring any property the 
first thing is to depreciate the value of that 
propertv. That would be nothing more or 
less than confiscation, and as such would 
have a very bad effect on investors, and no 
one in Queensland wants to discourage th' 
investment of capital in the State. As far 
as the regulation of fares is concerned, it if 
quite possible there is room for legislation 
but I am anxious to see the Bill and to see 
that it is limite-d to duties of that sort. I 
think also the next question is one that- will 
be entitled to attract considerable attention 
from members from countrv electorates. but 
as far as this is concerned" it has not much 
bearing on the question of town versus 
country. 

Mr. PETRIE (Toornbul): I have just a few 
words to say before this motion is put. 
As far as I am concerned, I will vote for 
anything that will as,ist the public of Bris­
bane so far as the trwelling facilities are 
concerned. But, at the same time, I think 
iu is very strange that a matter of this sort 
'hould be brought in at the tail end of what 
I might call a dying Parliament. Whether 
i;; is for any particular purpose or not that 

Mr. Petrie.] 
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it is being introduced at this time, I am not 
prepared to say. However, so far as the 
tramways are concerned, there is no doubt 
that probably a lot of improvements might 
be made in the direction of doing away with 
thn grievances of the travelling public. But 
I also want to point out, and I do not want 
to digress and be rct!led to order, that I am 
quite in agreement with the hon. member for 
Burrum that it is the duty of the Govern­
ment to put their own house in order before 
attempting to interfere with other people­
tJ->at is, '0 far as the railways are concerned. 
When the second reading of the Bill comes 
en I sh»ll ha Ye a little more to say regarding 
that. I would just like to correct a state­
ment made bv the Minister for Justice with 
r, gard to tl1ese tramlines only being con­
structed whore the population existed. I 
know that, so fnr as the Toowong line is 
concern0d, when that line was constructed 
there was not the population, so far as 
Auchonflower is concerned, and other parts 
out there ,,uch as the Wienhoit Estate, that 
there is now. After the trams were extended 
ir1 that direction house'< went up, I might 
s;~y, like mushrooms, and there is no doubt 
if the trams have done nothing else they 
have done a lot so far as the citv of Brisbane 
is concc med bv tho extension ~f their lines 
to make convci:ticnces for the people to live 
out of town. 

The HOME SECRETARY: And the traYelling 
public pay for it. 

Mr. PETRIE: WP had to pav considerably 
more in the old 'bus davs. I remember thev 
travelled pretty cht>aplv, and eyen then 

, people were not satisfied' so f.ar as the bus~ 
WCrC COTICi?rncd. Vrith regard to the sec-tions, 
some of the sections that have been men­
tioned to-day are very reasonable. Of 
course, there are other sections which might 
not be. I do not know how, under the Bill, 
it is proposed to ·divide up the sections. 

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem­
ber will not be in order in discussing the 
details of the BilL 

Mr. PETRIE: I just dwelt on that in con­
nection with an interjection made by the 
Home Secretary. So far as the Bill is con­
cerned I am sorry it was necessary to intro­
ducf\ it at this time, and that the Govern­
ment did not do so when they first came 
into office. I think at a time like this, when 
we haYe so many other things to attend to, 
more important things than a matter of this 
sort, it would have been just as well to have 
delayed both these measures until the new 
Parliament came in, at all events. So far as 
tho acquiring of the trams is concerned I 
will not be allowed to discuss that now, but 
I mov when the next motion is moved. If 
anything can be done for the public I am 
with any Government, or with anybody, that 
will make conditions for the travelling public 
better, and give all the facilities possible. 
But, at the same time, I think up to a cer· 
tain point the Brisbane Tramways Company 
have done good work, and have been a 2Teat 
convenience. Although they say the trams 
here arc not as well run as they are down 
''Outh, I do not agree with that, because I 
have heard people from southern States 
praising our trams and saying they were as 
good as any. That is all I have to say at 
the present time, bl!t probably I shall have 
more to say when the second reading of the 
Bill comes along. 

Question put, and passed. 

[Mr. Petrif.. 

BRISBANE TRAMWAY PURCHASE 
BILL. 

I:>~ITIATION. 

The HOME SECRETARY: I beg to 
inove-

" That the House will, at its next sit­
ting, resolYe itself into a Committee of 
the ·whole to consider of the desirable­
ness of introducing a Bill to provide for 
the pure ha 'e of the authorised tramway 
in the city of Brisbane, the city of South 
Brisbane, and their suburbe." 

The franchise held by the present qompany 
falls in on the 20th Scpkmber, 1920, and 
this Bill is to make provision that, when 
that take-; place, the tramways will be vested 
in His ::'vlajc,ty. The Government will take 
the trams over in trust for the local authori­
ties until they get the necessary money to 
take them over from the Government. bru 
ihe Government i~ first purchaser, and ;1t11ply 
stand as trustee for the local authoriti, · 

Colonel RAXKE\: Is it necessary to pas~ an 
Act three years in advance? 

The IIO::'v1E SECRETARY: It is advis­
able. It is just as well that when the present 
Gm·emment is in a position to put through 
an E,f!1, ient Bill V\ e should bke advt,ntagP 
of it. This thing has been hanging on for 
a Yery long time. Pa-~t Governments have 
taken it in hand, and when it came to pre­
paring the nccc~sary le~islation, as my {'Ol­
len~, uc. the Minister for ,Justice s:.rd, a, 
draft< Bill was prepared of such a character 
that it seemed to give the tramway company 
the monopuly for all time. (Opposition dis­
sent). I hope that is not the case, but I feel 
satisfied that my colleague would not make 
a statement of that sort if it were not true. 

Mr. ROBERTS: It would have no chance to 
pa"s this House-a Bill like that. 

The HOME SECRETARY: I feel per­
fectly satisfied that this Bill, as framed, will 
pass this House. Of course I can see by the 
attitude of hon. members opposite that we 
are not likely to get very much sympathy. 
(Opposition dissent.) I do not want to do 
any injustice to hon. members, but their 
remarks on the previous motion gave me 
that impression. This Bill is a corollarv of 
the other, bl!t although the trams are to be 
purchased three years hence, when the fran­
chise falls in, there is nothing like "taking 
time by the forelock," and that is what we 
are doing, and I sincerely hope that this 
Government, or the party which occupies 
these bRnchcs at the time, will have an 
opportunity to see the tramways taken over 
not only for the benefit of the people who 
liv'o in the city, but also of visitors from out­
side. The measure is to cover the purchase 
of these trams, and we are making provision 
for the issue of Government debentures, 
which will have a currency of twenty-one 
years. 'l'he measure has been drawn up to pro­
tect the public interests as much as possible, 
and the rights of the local authorities under 
existing Acts. I think I have given hon. 
members the information they need on this 
motion. The two Bills make a complete 
whole. The former one I have already dis­
cussed, and I think I have given sufficient 
reason why this should have a speedier 
passage than the previous motion. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: I desire to thank the 
Minister for going so fully into the matter. 
There is one point on which we all agree, 



Brisbane Tramway [14 NOVEMBER.) Purchase Bill. 2805 

and that is that the Minister is never back­
ward in supplying information in regard to 
the legislation he desires to introduce. Some­
times it does not hasten the introduetion of 
the measure, but I am sure that before it 
goes through this House the hon. gentleman 
is more than compensated for his courtesy, 

because if we discuss it at this 
[5 p.m.] stage there is no necessity for 

further discussion. I have no 
objection to the acquirement of the tram­
ways by the Government if they run them in 
connection with their railways, because the 
power-house is so situated that it could 
be utilised for electrifying our railways at 
any time, and it would be of advantage in 
th_at direction. But where I do join issue 
w1th the Government is in regard to incur­
ring liabilities at the present time, when 
they are unable to meet them. A Govern­
ment should pay its way. This Government 
is not in that position, and not being in that 
position it should not take upon itself a 
liability ,,uch as this. If this liability were 
to be met by the Government during the 
time they were in uffice there might be some 
justification for it, but they are postponing 
the obligation. They may be in office when 
the time matures to meet them, but the 
probability is that they will not. I might 
even go further than that and say that it is 
a certainty that they will not. I do not 
know what the Government anticipate they 
will have to pay for the tramways, but a 
little invc,tigation will show that the ad­
ministration of the late Government facili­
tated the purcha"e of the Brisbane tramways. 
The legislation that was first introduced in 
this House in regard to the tramways had 
certain loopholes which gave the Tramways 
Company a continuity of franchise beyond 
what was anticipated. To the late Govern­
ment mmt b<e given the credit of bringing 
the matter within bounds so tha.t the tram­
ways can be acquired on the termination of 
the franchise. But we require some infor­
mation as to what the cost is likelv to be. 
I have no doubt that the Government have 
gone carefully into the matter and will be 
able to sav tha.t tlwv have made some 
arrangement with the "Tramways Company 
for th.,; purcha,e of the tramways, and that 
thov \\·ill be able to e-ive us some idea of 
wh;,t the cost will be.,~ The hon. gentleman 
tolr! u' quite candidly that it is immaterial 
what th'c cost will be, because they are not 
goinA" to find the cash; that they arE' going 
to offco· debentures at 4~ rer cent. It may 
be that these debentures will have a currency 
of quite a number of years, or it may be 
that they will have a. short currency, like 
some of the other debentures they are issuing 
now, ~nd that the obligation will fall, in a 
very short time, on the people of Queensland 
to redeem the promises made. \V e know 
what thev are: £600.000 for cattle stations, 
£700.000 'in relation to the mutter we were 
disousecn~>: the other day. and then there 
is the £254.000 in connection with which we 
passed a measure through the House the 
other day in order to indemnify the Govern­
ment, not against maladministration, but 
against improper administration. Now, on 
top of that comes another large order, prob­
ably £2.000,000 at the 'least. The public 
outside does not recognise the fact that this 
£2,000.000 will be added to the national debt 
of Queensland at a big interest. 

Hon. J. A. FrHELLY: The Brisbane people 
are paying Badger 12 per cent. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: We are not talking 
about what the people of Brisbane are pay­
mg Badger; we are talking about what the 
people of Queensland will have to pay for 
employing the present Government. The 
rate of interest will probably be 4~ per cent. 
If those debentureo will extend over any 
length of time, see what an immense amount 
of accrued interest there will be. It is un­
fortunate, when the Government have to go 
on the money market for loans for public 
works, that they should be undermining the 
ground on which th"Y stand. They are in 
the position of the little boy who ciimbed a 
tree, got out on a limb, and then proceeded 
to cut the limb between himself and the 
parent stem. Before very long down he 
comes with a smash and that is exactly the 
positio'!- of the pre~ent Go:ernment. They 
are gomg to come down w1th a smash. It 
would not so :ery much ':latter, perhaps, 
although we nught regret It personally, if 
the Government, when they came down with 
a. smash, did not bring other people down 
With them, but the unfortunate position is 
~hat the cr~dit of the country is wrapped up 
m the credit of the Government. I think it 
is most inappropriate that a measure of 
this kind should be introduced on an occasion 
when we require all the money that can be 
raise? for a 'pecifi_c and definite purpose, 
and 1t 1s no use saymg that wo are going to 
get over the difficulty by issuing Treasury 
bills to the company bearing interest at 4~ 
per cent. or perhaps a greater percentage 
than that. I take it that the Tramways 
Company is not bound to accept the te"·ms 
of the Government unlhs arrangements have 
already been made and the Government are 
prepared to come down with an agreement, 
attached to the Bill, such as the agreement 
that was . presented here yesterday. Apart 
from the iniquity of doing this thing at this 
particular time, I see no ne<>d for the 
Gov<'rnrncnt to purchase the tramways on 
behalf of certain local authoritieJ. Probablv 
it would be better for the Government to 
retain th0 running of the tramways in their 
ovvn hands and \vork th~, 111 in connection 
with the railwa','S. I do not think it is a 
proper time to iannch out in a large expen­
diture by which the public debt is increased 
in an insidious manner not recognised by the 
publie, but which will be recogniced later on 
when they have to pay the heavy intereo<t 
bills that must naturally com,e from the 
pre,ent way of carry!ng on business. 
£2.000.000 at 4~ per cent. means another 
£85,000. 

Th<' HmiE SECRETARY: What about the 
profit? 

Ho:-;. J. TOLMIE: The profits are prob­
lematic. and instead of profits they might be 
run, like our railwayo, at a loss. In other 
more fortunate circumstances I would be 
onlv too plea,•.ed to co-opervto with the hcin. 
gentleman in getting the Bill through, but 
I am bound, at this juncture, to point out to 
the taxpayPrs of Queensland that an a~­
ditional burden is being place~] on their 
shoulders by this Government. 

Colonel RANKIN : I do not think anyone 
would raiSB any serious objection to the 
Government having control of a public utility 
of this kind. We all recognise that in the 
case of railways, po~t offices, and things of 
that sort it is desirable that the Govern­
ment sh~uld have control, but I think the 
motion is open to objection for two very 
sound reasons. First of all the Government, 

Colonel Rankin.] 
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in bringing forward this motion, which the 
Home Secretary has told us would not come 
into operation for three years, is unneces­
sarily tying the hands of a possible future 
Government. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: Can't they repeal it? 

Colonel RANKIN: Of course they could, 
but why should it be necessary for them· to 
repeal it? If the arguments of the Govern­
rr.·ent are sincere-that there is so much 
business to be done that we must sit five 
days a week-surely it is a startling commen­
tary on parliamentary procedure that we 
should have a measure brought in this after­
noon that is not required for three years 
on the showing of the Minister himself. 
That is in itself a sufficient argument for 
the Opposition in opposing a measure of this 
kind· but there is a graver and much stronger 
reaso'n whv the Opposition should strongly 
protest a~ainst this rr.·easure, and it is this: 
that the Government are seeking to bind the 
country to an expendit.ure ~f £2,000,000 in 
taking over a tramway ~n Bnsbane w~en the 
country districts are crymg out for railways; 
when the man on the land has not those 
facilities which are essential to the successful 
development of his land. If we look over 
the financial transactions of the present 
Governnwnt, we see how they have been 
piling up the national debt; how the expen­
diture not only from revenue, but from loan 
funds 'and from trust funds, has been rising, 
rising, and stPadily rising, and even now 
apparently it has not reached high-water 
mark On the face of chat, and on the face 
of th~ losses that have already been sustained 
under the administration of the present 
Government, and with proposals now before 
the Chamber involving something like three­
quarters of a million sterling, surely it is 
not the time for this House to discuss a 
further increase of £2,000,000 to our national 
debt. 

The HOME SECRETARY : This affects the 
Brisbane people only, 

Colonel RAKKIN: That was my conten­
tion a few minutes ago in regard to the 
introduction of the other Bill ; it affects the 
Brisbane people only. The Government are 
spending £2,000.000 of public money to benefit 
the people of Brisbane. How many miles 
of railway would that £2;000,000 build in 
the country districts? Probably some 400 
or 500 miles of railway, but this Government, 
which the Assistant Minister for Justice just 
now claimed was not a Queen-street Govern­
ment. is spending this amount of money to 
benefit the people of Brisbane. Out of the 
Homo Secretary's own mouth they stand 
condemned. 

The Hmm SECRETARY : We are not paying 
cash; we are giving debentures. 

Colonel RANKIN: What is the difference? 
Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: You could hardly 

build railways on debentures. 

Colonel RANKI~: So far as the purchase 
of these tramways is concerned, it is simply 
enother method of adding to the national 
debt 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: You cannot build 
railways out of debentures. 

Colonel RA NKIN : What is the difference? 
Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: You would have to 

get someone else to take them up. There is 
no ultimate difference, but you cannot do it. 

[Colonel Rankin. 

Colonel RANKIN: There is no present 
difference either. I would not like to say 
that Queensland has got to such a stage that 
nobody would buy our debentures, but the 
fact ren::ains the same. Here we have the 
Home Secretary on his own showing bringing 
in a Bill for the purpose of expending 
£2,000,000 at a time when we should be 
economising in every way; at a time when 
we should be husbanding the resources of 
tbe State by every possible means; when the 
people of the country are crying out for rail­
way facilities; when the man on the land 
requires better facilitif's for bringing his 
produce-produced by the sweat ?f his brow 
-to market and thereby obtam the full 
result of his labour. Instead of having 400 
or 500 milPs of railway opening up immense 
areas of fertile country and settled by a pros­
porous yeomanry, we have this proposi~ion 
brought forward three years bGfore its time 
binding a future Government to an expendi­
ture of £2,000,000 n:·erely because it is going 
to be, directly or indirectly, of some slight 
advantage to the people of Brisbane. I 
would like to ask the Home Secretary can 
he put his finger on any action of previous 
Administrations where a similar enormous 
expenditure has been incurred for the benefit 
of such a small portion of the State. 

The HOME SECRETARY : Small portion ! It 
is a quarter of the population. 

Colonel RANKIK: I confess it may be 
large in poim of population; but I say it 
is 'mall in area. After all. when we come 
tn the basic principle of the thing, of what 
UTc>at v9.lue is the citv to the country? It is 
the countrv that malces it such as it is; it is 
tlw man -~n the land-thG producer of thP 
'vcalth-who makes the city dweller's life 
possible. The hon. member imows it as well 
as I do. \Vhv this frantic endeavour to do 
something for' the man in the town, who is 
alreadv nrettv well Gatered for; who has all 
thP ad~·antagPs of gas water. telephones. tele­
grams, tram~s. and a. hundred and one things 
which the countrv man has to do without­
as the Treasm;er himself knows. In 
these times of stress, when we are 
preaching economy and having economy 
preached at us from every housetop, should 
we not rather bG inclined to heln those people 
who are going to add to the ·wealth of the 
community, to help the man on the land, 
the farnwr :,nd the sPttler ! \Ve are con­
stantly being to),d that members opposite are 
the friends of the rr,an on the land. They 
may be. but they have a peculiar way of 
hiding their friPndship for the man on the 
laml. and a still more neculiar wa.y of dis­
closing it.. For those two reasons we are 
ju>'tificd in oprJOsing this measure with all 
the vigour that we h,tve-first of all that it is 
committing a. future Government to some 
thing. Whatever may happen, the pre­
sent Government cannot go on until 1920. 
The present 'rramwoys Company's franchise 
lloes not expire until September. 192G-three 
:w'ars, practically, from now. I say it is 
not wise and it is not fair; it is unjust. It 
is not an nrg8nt measure by any manner of 
means, ond th9r<' ar2 other things which are 
clamouring for attention. 

The Ho~TE SECRET.\RY: \Vhy should not we 
de: it when a previous Government did it? 

Colonel RANKIN: A nrevious Goveru­
ment did not do it. Phe 'it would not be 
necessary for you to do it. 

'I'he HOME SECRETARY: They tried to. 



Brisbane Tramway (14 NOVEMBER,] Purchase Bill. 2807 

Colonel RANKIN: It is not what people 
try to do, but what we are doing in the 
present instance. A previous Government 
may have tried to do it. I have no personal 
knowledge of any previous Government 
having tried to do this. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: I will let it out in a 
n1inute. 

Coloml RAKKIK: If the Minister know3 
o.f it, he will tell us. ·whatever ho may tell 
us is not going to alter the position one iota. 
'The fact still remains that the franchise of 
that company does not expire for three 
years, and that by the introduction of this 
measure we are committing another Govern­
ment to an exuenditure of two millions of 
money. You are showing a preference to­
wards the city dweller at the expense of th<> 
men in the country. If it was even going 
to create sorwothing new I could understand 
it, perhaps; but it is not going to create 
anything new. It is quite problematical­
in fact, it is quite open to doubt whether, 
when this measure is pas,,d and on the 
expiry of this franchise the tramways arE> 
taken over and run by the Government, the 
public vvill be better served than they are 
DOVI,T, 

The Hm!E SECRETARY: Leave it until 1920. 

Colonel RA:NKI="l: We can leave it till 
1920; but if we can draw .any comparison 
from the pre,ent, I should be inclined to say 
they wili not be better served. I am drawing 
my conclusions from your adminietr:1tion 
in similar departments-to wit. the Railway 
D0partment, where last 1·ear you had a 
deficit .Jf over three-quarters of a million 
and where this year the :Minister promises 
us a deficit of £1,053.000. I say, even with 
this mectsure, it is not going to be any ad­
vantage; it is not going to give any great 
facilities to the people of Brisbane; and I also 
.anticipate that it is going to be-through the 
loss in running-a further tax on the 
shoulden of the ra.tepayers of this State. 
Perhaps all these things depend a good deal 
for their success on the people who run them. 
Perhaps unde•· an Administration like the 
predeccsoors of the present Government, who 
were able to run their railways as paying 
concerns, nationalisaEon might be a success 
and they might pay their way. But if we 
are to take as a guide what we have learned 
Irom the last two :1nd a-half years' financial 
.administration of this Government I say we 
can look forward with a feeling of doubt to 
'the succ<'ss of the tramway system under a 
Government such as that which Queensland 
is possc··sed of at the present time. 

HoN. J. A. FIHEI.LY: I don't think I 
have listened for a _long time to such flimsy 
argumenL; used to 1mpede the passage of a 
proposed mBasure through this Chamber. The 
looder of the Opposition remarked that it 
was like the small bov on the end of the 
bough, who cut it off a"nd fell. As a matter 
of fa<·t, it is the Tr!lmways Company that 
is on this particular bough, and this Govern­
ment has the axe to cut it down and give 
the tree itself-the people--a ehance. IHoor. 
hear!) The hon. member for Burrum referred 
to the fact that we are legislating three years 
ahead. He supported a Government, of 
which subsequently he was a member, which 
circulated a Bill in this House with almost 
precisely the same proposals in the way of 
repurchase. The position is not a different 
one. ln 1920 Mr. Badger's franchise expires. 
The Denham Government-and the member 

for Burrurr., as Secretary for Railways, 
should know of it-proposed to introduce 
legislation to meet the exigencies of the cir­
cumstance~ at the end of 1920. It should 
not be permitted that Mr. Badger should go on 
for all time. Are we simply to stnltify our­
selves -as a Governrnent, to prepare no 
machinery to take over the tramways, and 
simply to leave Mr. Badger there in perpetual 
tenancy of that valuable franchise? That 
is the posii"ion. It is not a matter of 
£2,000,000. The local authorities at the 
present time cannot take over; if the fran­
chise expired to-morrow, they could not get 
the money. The Act provides that they 
shall take over. Thev are not even unani­
mous in their ideas ;; regal'd to the matter, 
and if one local authority dissented frorn 
the proposals of all the others the whole 
thing would fall through, and Mr. Badger 
would be left in possession. Is that a good 
thing? The Denham Government, even, 
considered that it was not a good thing. 

Hon. J. TOLMIE: Is this going to alter it? 

HoN. J. A. FIHE:GLY: Of course it is. 
This Bill is a sensible, rationa1 Bill brou~ht 
in for a specific purpose-to dBal 'with the 
bungle created by past Lib<:'ra1 Govermn•mt' 
which did not merely i";ue debentures but 
built up a debt of over £60,000,000, on which 
the taxpayers are paying interest to<iay. 

Colonel RANKIN: And they have a very 
good asset for £50,000,000 odd of it. 

HoN. J. A. FIHELLY: If we bought the 
tramways-no matter what the purchase 
price-we also would have a good asset, und 
be enabled to g1ve the P<'ople of the city 
cheaper tramit and more rapid transit. At 
the present time the people of Queensland 
are not paymg 4~ per cent. on £2,000,000 for 
these tramways, cBrtain!y, but the people 
of Brisbane are paying something like 12 
per ~ent. on the tramways . 

The Hm.m SE.CRE'URY : More than that. 

HoN. J. A. FIHELLY: If you take into 
account the watered capita!, u good deal 
more than that. Tnat is the position. It is 
not a waste of £2,000,SOO 

Hon. J. TOLMIE : Only a few years ago the 
tramways paid nothing ut all. 

HoN. J. A. FIHEIJLY: Facts are rather 
stubborn things; and to-day the neople of 
Brisbane are paying about 5 1•er 'cent. for 
their workers' dwellings, and about 12 per 
cent. for their rides in the trams. If the 
workers' dwellings were successful on the 
one hand, there was no reuson to anticipat<> 
that the tramway< would be a failure, 

Mr. ROBERTS: The tramways are competing 
with the railways. 

HoN. J. A. FIHEI.LY: When we go, say, 
to a place like Aocot, the railway3 charge 
about 5d. return; about 6d. or 7d. first cla,s. 
'l'he> tramways charge 1s on special days, 
and then you stand practically on the top. 
ln BrisbanP we are really a race of strap­
hangers. They take you to the Exhibition 
for a s;)~cial fare of 3d. ; it is roo much 
irom bcre to the Exhibition 

An OPPOSITION :MEMBER: DBal with the 
everyday working. 

HoN. J. A. FIHELLY: In evmyday 
workinO' I sav the pE'ople of Brisbane pay 
too mu~h for the tramways. I have no objec­
tion to the tramw<tys monopoly. I object to 
the Liberal Admiriidration that gavll that 
franchise, which even left the matter of 

Hon . .T. A. Fihelly.! 
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goodwill as a douhtful quantitv. I blame 
the ba,d Government~ of the past, not Mr. 
B<1dger. Mr. Badger is entitled, unde,· our 
commercial system, to make every penny he 
can out of tramw>,ys; but we would lee v<>rv 
foolish if wo wm·e to sit by inattentive!;,. 
and allow him to exploit the people unneces· 
sarily. 

Mr. RonERTS: Tell us what the railways 
charge. 

HoN. J. A. FIHELLY: I can tell the 
hon. member for East Toowoomba that 
during the last ten years railway freights 
have hardly gone up, and shipping freights 
have gone up anything up to 80 per cent. I 
will toll him something further-that if the 
State Government or the Commonwealth 
•Government owned the coastal shipping 
fares and freights on our coast would b~ 
at least 30 per cent. less than they are 
now. I will tell him, also, that the Govern­
ment vVorkers' Compensation Department is 
doing accident business at least 40 per cent., 
an?- probably 50 per cent., cheaper than any 
prrvato concern. 

Colonel RANKIN: Your railway fares have 
gone up 20 per cent. 

HoN. J. A. FIHELLY: Our railwav 
freights in regar-d to wool and stock have.· 

Colonel RANKIN: That is freights. I am 
speaking of fares. 

HoN. J. A. FIHELLY: Fares have 
scarcely gone up at all. Reference was also 
made-following the Liberal policy, of 
course, of calling attention to some alleged 
financial extravagance of the Government­
to station•. Hon. members know very well 
that any of our stations to-morrow could be 
unloaded on the private speculator with a 
good -deal of profit to the Government. 
(Hear, hear !) Reference was made to the 
difference between debentures .and loans. 
Any intelligent member knows that we can­
not 'build raih1 ays on debentures, unless we 
can got individuals to take up debentures­
which is prohibited by our agreement with 
the Commonwealth-as they were taken up 
m New South Wales by Norton Griffith and 
in South_ Australia and Tasmania by 'Tees­
dale Sm1~h. You can buy properties and 
s~ on w1th debentures, but it is quite a 
<hfferent matter to build railways. If we 
bought ~he tramways to-morrow and paid 
two m!llwn pounds in debentures, it woul-d 
not affect to the extent of one mile our 
railway policy in Queensland. It could not 
affect our loan tran~actions. The Govern­
ment is desirous of unravelling this tram­
ways tangle, and we are arranging for 1920 
that they will be taken over with the least 
possible fridtion. The hen. member for 
Bu~·rum has no right to object to our legis­
latmg three years ahead. After his Govern­
ment was de_feated at the. polls, he, as Minis­
ter for Railways, appomted the Commis­
sioner for Railways for three years. We 
~hould r!'ally have upset the appointment, 
1£ we d1d not agree with it. That Go­
vernment did a most unheard-of thing 
After the Government was defeated at th~ 
polls, after our present Premier requested 
Mr. Denham to hold office for a week so 
that he could get his team together thev 
n<t-ended the time. ' ' 

Colonel R '\.NKIN : I rise to a point of 
?rder. . The statement of the hon. member 
Is not m accordance with the fact with re­
gard to the -appointment of the Commis­
sioner for Railways. 

[Hon. J. A. Fihelly. 

HoN. J. A. FIHELLY: If it is not in 
accordance with fact, it is the fact that 
after the late Government was defeated at 
the polls the Commissioner for Railways got 
an extension of his term for three years. 

Colonel RANKIN : I take exception to 
that. I must ask the hon. member to with­
draw his statement. There was no appoint­
ment of such a nature made after the 
Government ha-d been defeated. 

HoN. J. A. FIHELLY: It is so. You 
altered the basis of overtime payment after 
you were defeated, too. However, I will 
take that up with you later on. There is 
no need to hurry. 

Hon. J. ToLMIE: You are generally mis­
taken about these matters, are not you? 

HoN. J. A. FIHELLY: I am usually 
right in these matters---and other matters, 
too. I will undertake to say that you will 
find I am right, because I have taken par­
ticular care to look into the minute. 

Mr. BARNES: Is that why you are stone­
walling? 

HoN. J. A. FIHELLY' This is a very 
important ml'asure, and it is just as well 
to clear away any misconceptions that may 
exist. 

Hon. J. TOLoiiE: You might get the 
Secretary for Public Instruction to help 
you. 

HoN. J. A. FIHELLY: I admit I arr; 
encroaching a little bit on his monopoly, as 
I want to encroach a little bit on Badger's 
monopoly. Our desir<J is to have an efficient 
and well-equipped service in the city. vVe 

do not want to impose on the 
[5.30 p.rn.] goodness or generosity of country 

constituencies. We try to do 
a fair thing by thorn, but we recognise that 
Mr. Badger cannot have this valuable fran­
chise for all time. I am sure that every man in 
Queensland of intelligence or patriotism will 
agree with that. \V c want a properly well 
conducted service. \Ve want, if possible, to 
co-ordinate electrical power and light. 
l'os,ibly, in the near future, if the Govern­
ment remain in power for ten or twelve years 
-which, of course, I anticipate-they will 
build a power station capable of giving the 
necessary power and light and also capable 
of electrifying the railways; and it will be 
there as a permanent tribute to the far­
sio:htPdncss of the present Government, which 
did not build up a public debt of £50,000,000. 

Mr. CORSEit: It is not my intention to 
follow the Assistant Minister for J ustictl 
in stonm' ailing the motion before the House, 
but I do not see the importance of it at the 
present time and I do not know that the 
Minister gave us any inform·ation. I do not 
know that he did anvthing more than show 
that some of his departments were bad 
administrators at any rate. I do not see 
that there is, at the present time, any neces­
sity to introduce a measure which is likely 
to put such a burden on the community, 
because the administration of some depart­
ments show that thev have not the business 
system and method 'to enable our railroads 
and other State enterprises to succeed. Until 
we are able to do those things, I do not see 
the advisability of taxing the people to the 
extent of the deficit that is likely to accrue 
when these trarr:ways are handled by the 
present Government. If it is a matter of 
selling debentures, I think it would be best 
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io sell them in the interests of development 
and production, and there are very 0a~y 
wn,ys in which we could use o~r energl8s m 
tltat direction at the present tune. 

Mr. O'SuLLIVAN: State ironworks? 

Mr. CORSER : That has my support, and 
as another instance, we might be able to 
eecure for struggling agriculturists in other 
districts who have everything but stock, any 
amount of milking cows to enable them to use 
±he feed on their properties and thus obtain 
development and production in the State. 

Mr. POLLOCK: You want the people of 
Brisbane to milk cows for Badger. 

Mr. CORSER: I do not know that we do­
or for anybody else. We certainly know that 
the people of Brisbane enjoy a very good 
service. 

Mr. PoLLOCK: You can travel three times 
as far in Sydney as you can in Brisbane 
for the same money. 

~,Ir. CORSER : A member of Parliament 
un travel a long way in Sydney for nothing. 
It is an ill wind that blows nobody any 
good. Every cloud has a silver lining, and 
if it is going to provide cheap fares for 
members of Parliament, perhaps that is the 
;ilver lining in this cloud. That is not what 
we should look at altogether, and if we are 
going to make ourselves responsible for this 
amount of money our energies might be far 
better directed towards production and 
development. 

The HOME SECRETARY : The people in Bris­
bane pay for it; not the general community. 

Mr. CORSER : Th<> people in the country 
would have to pay for any deficit. That is 
-cho thing we are looking at: 

ilfr. GUN:'\ (Carnm·von): I think this is a 
Yery irr.portant measure and I do not think 
that I would be justified in not saying a 
word on it. It seems to me that this Govern­
m;:mt have no control over their wish to spend 
money. If they are not able to buy things 
for cash they want to buy things with deben­
tures. \Ve have a loss of £750,000 upon our 
railways-practically three-quarters of a 
n:illion. Then we have spent threB-quarters 
of a million in buying eotations, and another 
three-quarters of a million that we propose 
to spend in buying the Chillagoe railway. 
I think we might call this the three-quarter 
of a million Government. (Laughter.) 
Everything seems to be three-quarters of a 
million-nothing less. In fact, it is more 
in this case. They want to spend £2,000,000 
iu buying Badrrer's trams. That means that 
about £100,000 is going to be spent in 
interc,t for these enterprises. At a time 
like this, we cannot afford that sort of thing. 
It is all very well to say that we are not 
going to pay c<Lsh, but somebody has to 
pay interest on the debentures and we are 
that somebody. What are we going to get 
for it? The country constituencies are not 
going to get any advantage by the taking 
over of the tran:•wayB. If the people of Bris­
bane want the Government or municipal 
trams, why should the country constituencies 
pay for them? What is to prevent the 
municipalities of Brisbane combining and 
buying Badger's trarr_·s and running them in 
any wny they think fit? The municipal or 
Government enterprises that we have in other 
States are nothing so very wonderful. The 
trams in Sydney are not better run than they 

are in Brisbane, if as well, and they are 
run at a loss. They had to raise the fares 
soine tinH; ago. 

:VIr. PoLLOCK: They were not run at a loss 
last year. 

Mr. GU~X: It •cas only la't year that 
thev raised the rates to make both ends 
mc~t. \Vhen the Government tako the Bnti­
bano tramways over we will find that there 
will be no 12 per ~ent. di videnc\. There 
,., ill be a short-age, JUSt as there IS on the 
railwa,-s. and the ]Jroducers of Queensland 
will h~ ve to be taxed to make up that short­
age. More debentures will then have to be 
floated to pity off the deficit, and so on. The 
Government seem to me to have gone on " 
financial spree, and if the Opposition catl 
do anything to stop that financ1al spree they 
arc doing a good thing for Queensland. 

Mr. RonERTS: ·we are trying to sober them 
up. 

;\1r. GUNN: \Ve are trying to sober them 
up. It is time the brake was put on them. 
li you read through the " red bDok,:' yo_u >yill 
see all sorts of methods of extmgmshmg 
public debts and how Governments should 
not borrow at all. They used to call the 
Dcnham and other Governments the " Bor­
row, boom, and burst" Governments. If this 
is 110t a borrow, boom, and burst Govern· 
ment, I do not know what Government. ought 

. to be called bv such a name. Connng In 
from ToDwong "you ride on Badger's trams, 
and you notice that the only spot that you 
can tra,-el oll is in the middle of the road 
Who keeps it up? Badger's Tramways Coll?-­
pany. If the Government take o_ver thB 
utility we will find that the road w1ll all.be 
no uood and there will be no place on whwh 
peotJle can travel. l have no time for the 
Gm·ernment runnmg everythmg. It seems to 
me that soon :here- "ill be no prh-ate enter­
]Jri, "· I know very w~Jl t~at the support.ers 
nf the Government 1Jehe.-e m the natwnahsa­
tion of all means of production, distribution, 
and exchange. But if we got down to th::t 
s.:,Je of things where c•,'Crybody was a pubhc 
oervant. who io going to v.ork? There would 
lw no incentive to >\vrk. \Vhat has made 
the British nation go ahead at the pro.s8l~t 
time" \V hat made J~urope the country It IS 
tut the incentive to '.cork-the feeling a man 
has that if he gathers property t~geth_er he 
can call it hi" own and give it to his chilod~en 
-;nd his children's (•hiJdren. But. accordmg 
to this Government, no man ought to hava 
any right to own property at all. . All ought 
tc be put in one pool. Everythmg should 
be1ong to thfe Goverh:ncnt, and the man who 
'"orks and stri•-es should get no rew~rd at 
all and tho consnqucnce is that he Will not 
wo~·k or striH'. He will work less and less, 
ilnd eventua.liv he will come ·down to th" 
state of the aboriuinals. \Vhat caused the 
present state of the ahor!gi!'als? Nothinf\' 
else but this system of so<!lahsm. N'? aborJ· 
ginal has anything that he cap call his own; 
cvervthing belongs to the tnbe. If. he gets 
two 'opossums instead of one, the tnbe take 
nne from him. (Laughter.) What was th6 
cause of that disaster in the Gulf the other 
dav? Nothing but the socialisti9 prop~n­
sities of the aboriginal. If those missic;n~riC'~ 
had shared a 11 they possessed the abongmals 
would have said they were good fellows, but 
bccanoe they had clothes and houses they 
thought they were bloated aristocrat~ and that 
thev should divide their pro).'lerty with them. 
The consequNJce was that the unfortunate 
missionarv lost his life, because he was not a 

. Mr. Gu·'!l-n.J 
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socialist of the type of the present Govern· 
m<>nt in power. Everybody who has an 
iMentive to work will be sacrificed, the same 
as the missionary on Mornington Island. I 
have no time for this wholesale socialism. 
There "re utilities that h:we to belong to 
the Government, anr1 we have plenty of them 
at the present timA. If it is necessary to 
acquire th~'e t1·amwa:<'s. let the people acquire 
them through the municipality. What ad· 
vantage arc these municipal railways to the 
producers and selectors of Queensland? 

2\ir. FOLEY: You caid the other day that 
}OU did not care if the railways were take!1 
over by a syndicate. 

Mr. GTJNN: Privatclv I do not care if a 
syndicate took the raifways over. I com­
pare the prosperity of Australia with the 
rrosrerity of America and England and 
other co;mtries wherP, under private enter· 
prise, they have flourishing railway systems, 
flourishing ironworks, and everything else. 

Mr. \VEIR: What happened when the war 
broke out? 

Mr. GUNN: A great number of thing.> 
were taken nvPr by the Government, and 
1hey are si!)·hing for the time when they will 
get b1ck to private ownership. (Government 
lr.ught< r.) You can say what you like, but 
the worker gets better terms and conditions 
frcm a private owner than from any cor· 
r oration, municipality, or Government. If 
you are '\vorking for a private man, you can 
appeal to him straight away and get re•dress 
of your wrongs, but if you are working for 
a municipality or a Government, you have 
got to g-o through ev<~r so much red tape. 
And by the time you have waded through 
aeres of red tape and sealing wax, you are 
just about where you Btarted. I think the 
v orkcr, taking him all through, would sooner 
work for a private individual than for a cor· 
poration or municipality. Look at Mr. 
Badger's mer, on the trams! Are they not 
just a' contented, iust as well off, as men 
working in thfl Railway Department? 

Mr. POLLOCK: At £2 10s. per week. 

Mr. GUNN: I am not conversant with 
what they are getting, but they got an 
award, and I think they are getting over the 
award in some cases, and the tram manager 
gives many concessions to those men in the 
way of looking after their wants that the 
Government do not give them. Hon. mem­
bers opposite talk a great deal about what a 
wonderful employer the Railway Depart­
ment is, and yet I go along the line and see 
the navvies living in huts made of kerosene 
tins. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: How long is 
it since you eaw that? 

Mr. G'GNN: I was up on the Tal wood 
line last week and I saw it, and I passed one 
placP whE>re a lengthsman has been living 
for five vears in a hut made of cases and 
tins. That has been going on for a long 
time, and I do not think the men are much 
better off when employed by the Govern· 
ment than when employed by a private indi· 
vidual. I have complained of it all along. 
I will always be in favour of private enter­
prise. Private enterpriBe drove Canada 
along, and private enterprise drove America 
ahead, and other places; but when you get 
the Government stroke and municipalism the 
country is going to be fleeced. Then, again, 
you have many men working on the railways, 
and they all have a vote. You have so many 

[..:Yr. Gunn. 

Btations, and the men there will be under 
Government patronage, and when you take 
over the tramways you will get more Govern­
ment employees, and when the Government 
have more em]Aoyees than anybody else 
has, what is going to happen to the people 
who are not Government employees? Will 
not the Government employees held the bal­
ance of power? Of cours" they will, and 
thev will crush tbe individual out of exist­
ence. I am not going to say a word about 
the Government employees as Government 
employees, because some of the b<;st men I 
know or ever happened to come m contact 
with in my life were employed in the Govern­
ment service; but it is onlv human nature 
that when they get power they will make use­
of that power. Then, again, there is this 
trouble a-bout the public service-that it is so 
difficult to get rid of a loafer once he gets 
employed in the Government seryice. That 
;, the trouble-you cannot fire him. If the 
ganger diecharges him he appeals to the 
member of Parliament or the union or some­
bodv e],e and he is reinstated, and the 
ganger 1 o~es control of his men. and 'he. can­
not &(Ct the work out of them that a pnvate 
employer can, because he does n~t treat 
them fairly. He is not able to give any 
bonus to the men who do a fair day's work. 
He has to treat them all alike, and the waster 
can do as little as he likes under a Govern­
ment department. in many cases. through 
thP ganger not being able to sack him. That 
i' more particnlarlv the case under Labour 
rules because under the Liberal rule there 
was 'some chance of getting a fair day's 
work, because the Government of the day 
did not get their Bupport in votes. But now 
the present Government are kept in power 
b:v the pn blic service vote, and r•1nsequently 
all the legislation they are brin&(ing forward 
is in the interests of the public servant. 
When our railways started in Queensland 
t.hey were built to carry produce to market. 
Thev were run in the interests of the pro· 
ducer. But uow you never hear anything 
about the railwavs of Queensland being run 
in those interr-".ts'. It is a que,tion whethe,­
the h011rs are to be eight hours or six hours, 
or whether proper overtime is paid or 
whether ,ome Labour commission is right or 
wrong. They are running all our utiliti:s 
in the interests of the employees and not m 
the intereets of the producers of QuPensland, 
and therefore 'I am against this Bill. 

Mr. MORGA~: The Minister is asking us 
to agree to allow him to introduce a Bill to 
obtain a loan bv means of debentures for 
the purchase of ·the Brisbane tramways. I 
think it will be admittPd by people who have 
travelled throughout Australia that, so far 
a·; thP general service given by the tramway~ 
here is concerned, they are eqnal to any of 
the other tramwavs in Australia. I have 
had experience of 'travelling in other States 
o£ the Commonwealth, and I have taken 
notice when travelling on the different tram­
wav s,,.,tems in the different States, and I 
cari' honestly state, as one who has made a 
practice of studying these particular matters. 
that the Brisbane tramway service compares 
favourably with the tramway service in any 
other State. 

The Hm.IE SECRETARY: And will compare 
more favourablv with the fares reduced and 
the sections longer. 

Mr. M ORGAN: So far as crowding the 
travelling public is concerned, I think the,o 
are crowded more in Sydney than in any 
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other city. I know myself when visiting 
that locality, so far as people hanging on 
to straps and footboards is concerned, you 
find that at certain hours of the day in every 
State. 

The HOME SECRETARY: I never saw it so 
bad in Sydney as here. 

Mr. MORGA;{: I know I myself have 
had to hang out on the steps w l::tile in Syd­
ney going to the races with my friend the 
hon. member for Nanango. We had to hang 
on to the >teps along with scores of othe.r 
people. Every trarr, was crowded, anJ I 
think everybody has had that experience 
who has been in Sydney. I admit the same 
thing occurs here in Brisbane, and particu­
larly in Exhibition week. 

The HOME SEORETARY: Every morning 
when I come into town I have to stand. 

Mr. MORGAN: In the e~rly morning 
hours and during the hour when people start 
to knock off--at 5 o'clock in the evening­
that is the case, and it is the samr> even in 
the train service. If you go down to Roma 
Street or Central Station what do you dis­
cover·? You find people standing up in the 
1·ailway carriages. 

The HOME SECRETARY : Not to the same 
extent. 

Mr. M ORGAN: All the same, they are 
doing it. I have had experience at different 
times, for instance during Exhibition week 
and during the Christmas holidays. I have 
known people not to have a seat after leav­
ing Central Station until they got to Dalby 
on the Western mail train. People have 
had to stand np or sit on boxes, or make use 
of .their port:manteaus in the passages of the 
rmlway carnages. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: At what 
time did that happen 1 

Mr. MORGA;{: It happens, and I want 
the Minister to make a note of it, almost 
every year during the period when the 
schools break up at the Christmas holidavs 
and when the school children are returning 
to their homes in the West. It happens 
during Exhibition week, when the people on 
the last day arc catching th" Western mail 
train to go back to their homes, and it also 
happens when the teachers congregate from 
all parts of the Western portion of the State. 

The SECRETARY FOR RArLWAYS: It is only 
an insignificant number who would travel at 
those times. 

Mr. M ORGAN: It occurs every year. I 
generally go up in that particular train 
myself. and I nave noticed it, and I have 
given up my seat to ladies so that they could 
have the benefit of it, and I myself have sat 
on a box in the passages of the different 
carriages. The same thing will occur. no 
doubt, in connection with the trams. With 
regard, to the fares, we know that on the 
country railways they have raised the fares; 
but, so far a,, the city is conc<'rned, they left 
them as they found them when the previous 
Government was in power. For instance, 
take the fares charged by our tramways 
from Roma Street to the Customs House; 
I think it is ld. I do not know the exact 
distance, but I estimate it is nearly 2 miles. 
I am willing to make• a bet with any hon. 
member opposite that it is nearer 2 miles 
than 1 mile. 

GovERNMENT MEMBERS: It is H: mile. 

Mr. MORGAN: Then, from the Victoria 
Bridge across the Brisbane River to NBw 
Farm, you <:an travel that dist<acncc for 2d. 

Mr. McMINN: No, you cannot, not from 
across the river; you can from George street, 

Mr. MORGAN: I did not sav "from 
across the river." I mentioned the~ Victori<L 
Bridge, to show the locality. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! The hon. mem­
ber is not in order in discussing that matter 
on this motion. 

Mr. MORGAN: This matter was raised 
by the hon. member for Paddington. 

The SPEAKER: Order! It was raised 
on the previous motion. 

Mr. MORGAN: Yes, but the question has 
been raised, and it i,, my wish to point out 
that, so far as the Government taking over 
the tramways is concerned, as a country 
representative, I am not in favour of it, not 
at any rate at this particular juncture. I 
think the Government would be better 
advised to try to give u;; more railways in 
the country districts; to continue the pro­
gramme that was mapped out bv the pre­
vious Government, and that 'has been 
mapped out by this Government in connec­
tion with country railways. So far as the 
fares are conc~rned, I am quite satisfied 
that when the Government do get possession 
of the trams the general pnblic are not 
going to benefit one iota, and the fares are 
not going to be rednced when the Govern­
ment get control. They are likely to be 
increased, bcoouse at present there is a 
certain amount of competition between the 
trams and the railways, and that competi­
tion will be done away with. At the present 
time there are certain tram lines that com­
pete with the Government railways. For 
instance, the Toowong line out Anchenflower 
way. 

The SECRE1ARY FOR RAILWAYS: Do you not 
think the line could be extended from the 
North Quay to the Valley, instead of stop­
ping at the Customs House 1 

::VIr. MORGAN: That might be, but I am 
sure that at the present time the people of 
Brisbane are getting a service equal to the 
scrvicf' the r,eople are getting in any other 
part of Australia, and, if that is so-and it 
cannot be denied-why is it necessary to 
bring in this legislation at the present time 1 
You ca;1 travel now 1.' mil0 fnr ld.: and in 
the country districts the people have to pay 
on an aYerage 2d. per mile on the railways. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! The hon. mem­
ber is still discussing the motion that has 
already been agreed to. 

::\1r. :\!ORGAN: I certainly think that at 
the present time the Government are ;imply 
introducing this Bill for political purposes, 
and thev haYe no idea whatever of carrying 
it any further. They have been advocating 
v'hen on this side of tbe House, for many 
years, the takin;- over of the Brisbane tram­
ways, hut three years have gone by and they 
have done nothing until the very expiring 
hours of the session of Parliament, and they 
come forward with the Bill in order that 
during the coming election campaign the 
people will not have an opportnmty of eay­
ing the Government did not fnlfil the pro­
mises and rledges they made, that if they 
obtained the Government benches they would 
immediatelv do something to take over the 
l3risbane tramways and so get square with 

Mr. Morpan.] 
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Mr. Badger for the part he took in connec 
tion with the tramway strike. That ;s one 
of the reasons why the Bill has been ;ntro­
-duced, in order to try if possible to satisfy 
a certain section of the people of Bri,bane 
that tho Government are anxious to fulfil the 
promises they made during the last election 
C<tmpaign. I am quite satisfied that if 
the trams are carried on by the Govern­
ment the people are not going to benefit in 
any shape or form. It will mean the raising 
of a huge sum of money by debentures­
which is only another word for loan-and the 
Government anticipate paying 4! per cent. 
interest on that loan. 

Mr. SW A YNE : The Minister in charge of 
this Bill remarked that it was a corollal"y to 
its predecessor. I intend to support the 
previous Bill, but it seems to me if that is 

pas'Jed the need for this Bill 
[7 p.m.] largely disappears, because, while 

we all join in the desire to pro­
tect the people of Brisbane from anythir.g in 
the shape of extortion or exploitation at the 
hands of any monopoly, once Parliamerit has 
power to prevent that extortion the evil dis­
appears. I take it that the object is to 
secure an efficient tramway service for the 
people of Brisbane, and if that can be accom­
plished under the previous Bill, there shou 1d 
be no necessitv to introduce this me,mre. 
\Ve know very well that when the war is 
mer there will be a lot of railwa.y buildmg to 
-do. We have ha-d to mark time in that 
re·pcct, but once we get back to normal 
conditions there will be a very big demand 
for railwayJ. and if we lock up the large 
sum involved in the purchase of the Brisbane 
tramwav> there will be so much le,. for 
railway" construction. 

Th'" SPEAKER: Order! That groun.J can 
be cov~red by the hon. member on the 
second reading of the Bill, and I sm;gest 
that he confine his remarks to the m')tion, 
and not deal with the Bill. 

Mr. SWAYNE: I am endeavouring to 
givP sonw rf:asons as to whether or not it'3 
introduction is a good thing. It has been 
n:>m~rked that the Brisbane tramways are a 
public utility, but I beg to differ from the 
speakers who c-aid that, because it seems 
to me that when you speak of a public Lltility 
vou speak of a large service that applies to 
the whole of Queensland. Nobody can argue 
that in anv direct wav the Brisbane tram­
wav service affects the" whole of Queensland. 
If "it should be that the people of Brisbane 
are dissatisfied with the present system, then 
it is up to them to municipalise these tram­
ways and let the people of Brisbane run 
their own tramways. 

The Ho:vTE SECRETARY: \Ve have made pro­
vision for that. 

Mr. SWA YNE : If that is the case, one of 
my objections to the introduction of the Bill 
largely disappears. I quite understand that 
there may be very strong argumenb in 
favour of the municipalisation of the Bris­
bane tramways, but I do not think it •.vould 
be a goo-d thing for them to be taken over 
by the State. We know what happens at 
election times. We know how there would 
be pressure brought to bear on candidates 
to get a tramline into outlying suburbs, 
whose population probably did not W'irrant 
an extension, and no matter what party may 
be coneerned it would be very hard for th" 
<::andidates to resist such requeqts. If that 
were to happen and the Government were 

[Mr. Morgan. 

squeezed into giving extensions, and the 
working of the tramways resulted in a loss, 
then the whole State would have to ~hare 
the loss. If. on. the other hand, it was a 
municipal affair, then the peol"le of Bris 
bane would have to bear the loss. I do not 
think it is a fair thing to ask the people of 
Queensland to bear any loss. We know that 
the more you add to the Government service 
the ·larger is the public service vote that 
has to be dealt with, and the larger tho 
power you place in their hands, and there 
are indications that that vote is not alway, 
used in. the best interests of the country 
After all, our prosperity depends on the 
success of nur primary industries. It is 
generally admitted that one of our great 
evils at the present t;me is the aggregation 
of large populations in the cities. 

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem­
ber is wandering all over the place. 

Mr. SWAYNE: I am simply following 
other speakers, because it has been urged 
that one reason why this legislation should 
be introduced is because of the number of 
people in Brisbane who will be benefited 
by it. I quite understand that there is a 
very large number of people living in Bris­
bane. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! If the hon. 
member had no other opportunity of speak­
ing on the matter he might be allowed some 
latitude, but, as he will have another oppor­
tunity of speaking on the Bill, I must ask 
him to keep to the question now before the 
House. 

Mr. SWAYNE: I am giving reasons why 
I do not think it advisable to introduce 
this nwasure, and one reason is that it might 
encourage that tendency for people to gather 
in the cities. I know that from the view of 
a member of Parliament it may be of ad­
vantage to nationalise the tramways, because 
if this nationalisation takes place members 
of Parliament will not have to pay. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! I must ask the 
hon. member to obev mv call to order. He 
is using arguments that" have nothing what­
ever to do with the motion. 

Mr. SW AYNE: I am giving reasons why 
I question whether it would be a good thing 
to bring in the Bill at the present time. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! The hon. ]Ilem­
ber is in or-der in mentioning his reasons 
for objecting to the introduction of the 
measure, but he continues to debate every­
thing he mentions. 

Mr. SW A YNE: So far I have confined 
mvself to the points that have already been 
ra.ised. For instance, the Assistant Minister 
for Justice dragged in that beneficial piece 
of legislation called the Workers' Dwellings 
Act, and, so far as I could follow him. he 
argu<'d that because in that case they could 
get money for the buildings at 5 per cent.--

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem­
bc>r does not appear to recognise the differ­
ence between mentioning a thing in passing 
and debating the matter mentioned. The 
hon. member proceeds to argue every matter 
mentioned. 

Mr. SW A YNE: With all due respect I 
would point out that I have not mentioned 
the figares referred to by the Minister. He 
went so far as to deal with the rate of 
interest these people are paying, and he 
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also mentioned the rate of interest he esti­
mated they were paying for these tram­
ways-5 per cent. in one case as against 
12 per eent. in another-and I was going to 
say that I could not ~ee w:liere the analogy 
came in. When the people of Queensland 
come to their senses on the matter of col­
lectivism, and realise that the colfectivist 
policy i' detrimental to the interests of 
Queensland. the question of individualism 
versus collectivism will disappear, because 
I do not think the people of Queensland are 
collertivists, though they put a eolleetivist 
party into power on side issues. I think, 
when tlw people of QuDensland realise that .. 
collectivi,;m or socialism will be a dead 
letter in this Legislature, and then we shall 
find that the line of demarcation between 
Jhe tw·o '""rties ;n politics , .. ·ill be the 
to,vn!: Yer-:us the cuuntrv. ~'he countrv 
conRtituenc10s nt pre-f'cn't are not verV 
much concerned about socialism or indi­
vidualism, bnt what thev will be concerned 
about will be the preventing of the con­
stituencies from being unjustly treated. 

Que,,tion put and passed. 

BU::.JDABERG HARBOUR BOARD ACT 
AMENDMENT BILL. 

INITIATIO)l IN Cm.nnTTEE. 
(Jfr. Bcrtram, ~farce, in the chair.) 

The TREASURER, in moving-
" That it is desirable that a Bill be 

introduced to amend the Bundaberg 
Harbour Board Act, 1895, in certain par­
ticulars,'' 

said he had already explained the measure, 
and he did not think it was necessary for 
him to say anything further. 

Hon. J. ToLMIE: Can you explain the 
franchise? 

CHILLAGOE AND ETHERIDGE RAIL­
WAYS BILL. 

SECOND READING. 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 

'\Vhen speaking on the order of leave to 
introduce this Bill yesterday, I pointed out 
to hon. members that the agreements in the 
schedules attached to this Bill really con­
stitute the Bill itself. Last year, when I 
introduced to the House an almost similar 
Bill, I went extewively over the whole of 
the a ~sets of the different companies and the 
debenture-holders \vho had mortgages over 
the'' companies, and which-if this Bill is 
ratified-'.\ ill become the property of the 
Crown. Hon. members have referred to the 
fact that there has not been much mining 
<le' clopment in the Chillagoe district for 
come time. That is owing chiefly to the 
terms on which these mining leases were 
first ~riven to the Chillagoe Company. Thoy 
were· ·exempt from all labour conditions, and, 
therefore at their own sweet will they could 
hold up 'the whole of the mining indus~ry 
in that district. They, of course. met wrth 
bad timcc, : the monev they held did not 
en" ble th8Ill to hang out, and, according to 
what I •,hawed hon. members last year, one 
of the loaders of one of the companies 
expresse-d the opinion that the're was -a 
good deal of mismanagcm•,nt. in th;e con­
duct of affairs of these compames. \V hethcr 
that was or was not the cause Df the 
failure of the company I cannot say, but I do 
know that the as',"ts that will come to the 
Crown through this Bill will be a handsome 
thing for the Crown. The ,, alue of the 
permanPnt wa,y, apart from anything els~, 
on the Etheridge and Chillagoe railways, rs 
no less than £300,000. 

Colollf'l RANKIN: 
material? 

Is that rails and 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
R~ils only. 

Mr. STEVEKS: Is that the value for 
removal? 

The TREASURER: The Bill would bring 
the franchise into line with that of a num­
ber of other board.s, recently constituted, by 
allowing the various local authorities served The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
by the particular harbour board to have Yes. thev would be of that value to remove 
direct representation on the harbour board them. And that is not taking into account the 
to the extent of one member for each shire rolling-stock. But I believe that, had not the 
CDuncil and two for the town of Bundaberg. company been exempt from labour con-

Colonel RANKIN : Is the Barolin Shire repre- ditions there would be a great deal of traffic 
sent!'d? going 'over both those lines to-day. Had 

• those companies been compelled to comply 
The TREASURER: They are to have one with ordinary labour conditions they would 

representative. Woongarra is to have one, haYe had to either work the mines or forfeit, 
Barolin one, and one each for Gooburrum, and in the latter case other people would have 
Isis, and Perry. come along and developed the mineral re-

Hon. J. -TOLMIE: On a ratepayer's £ran- sources of those districts. The CommissionEcr 
chise? estimated that if a similar line had to be con-

The TREASURER: A ratepayer's fran- struded last year it would cost £498,902. 
chise. That was the Commissioner's estimate of the 

value of the line as it stood last year. Hon. 
Hon. J. ToL~HE: That is practically all members will see that the Government do 

that is in the Bill. not stand to lose anything, and stand to 
The TREASURER: That is entirely all gain a great deal. Besides that, they aloo 

that is in the Bill; the Bill simply deals stand to develop that very important and-
with those two subjects. as some people who are experts in the matter 

Question put and passed. sav-verv valuable mineral district. Hon. 
members will see that the schedules for the 

The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN Bill are the agreements. There are two 
reported the resolution, which was agreed schedules to the Bill. The first contains the 
to by the House. agreement entered into between the different 

companies-the debenture-holders-and my-
FIRST READING. self on behalf of the Government, and the 

The Bill was introduced and read a first second one on behalf of Chillagoe Limited 
time. The second reading was made an and the Treasurer. It was necessary that the 
Order of the Day for to-morrow. s~cond agreement should be entered into for 

the sake of the Government itself as well as 

Hon. J. B. Coyne.] 
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fc;r the sake of the company, because they 
did not have the means to put in machinery 
and develop the Mulligan coalfields unless 
the ~overnment came to their aid on this 
occasron. 

Colonel RANKIN: vVhy don't the Govern­
ment do it themselves? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS : 
The Government did not have the mine to do 
it. The company has the mine. If they could 
not get assis~ance to develop the mine, it 
would be gomg along in thec same lacka­
daisical fa~hion in which it has been going 
for some time. 

Mr. iliURPHY: They had mineral leases. 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS : 

It woul? be like a. step in the dark spending 
money m developmg something you had no 
proof of. 

The TREASURER: The leases are inacces­
oible. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
As I am reminded by the Treasurer, the 
leases held by the Government are inacces­
sible at the present time. At any ratB, the 
company have the mine. They have some 
machinery there. They want other machinery 
there, and they are going to put in a coke 
furnace and all the rest of it, and it will be 
a good thing for the Government if they can 
take out sufficient coal for the needs of the 
Railway Department in that far Northern 
district. You will also see by the agreement 
that the Commissioner may fix special tolls, 
fares, rates, and charges for the carriage of 
goods on these railways; but he is limited 
to a charge equal to 50 per cent. above what 
the Government charged prior to the passing 
of thB Act. That is similar to what was in 
existence before. Hon. members will know 
that although the Chillagoe Company exacted 
their full " pound of flesh " there is very 
little danger of the Commissioner for Rail­
wavs doing that. 

~Ir. McRPHY: I don't think we should 
give him the chance; we ought to leave that 
the same as any other railway. 

'I'he P,ECRI!T AR Y FOR RAILWAYS : I 
don't think that ho>1. members need have 
any fear that the Commissioner will deal 
any more unfairly with the people in that 
t:istrict. than he would with the people in 
any oth2r district in Queensland. Generally 
sr:-eaking, hon members will agree that th0 
people of Queenslaud-as far as railway 
carriage is concerned-have been dealt with 
vc.ry generously indP"d by the Railway Corn· 
missioner. Now, the amount of £475,000 at 
4 per cent. per annum for a guarantee of 
seven years is the an:ount that will be paid 
by way of deiJenturcs to the different com· 
panies and d<~benture-holders. There is also 
a question of £1,000 in cash which will be 
paid to the same bodies. That was pro· 
'ided for in the Bill introduced last year. It 
would 0nable them to defray the expenses 
c: transfer and so on. It was insisted by the 
different companies anrl debenture-holders 
this year that it also should be included. 
If hon. members would like to look at 
"Hansard" last year, page 2416, on the 2nd 
December, they would see where the Premier 
mcntion•.•d that this £1,000 in cash, in addi­
twn to the £450,000. was to be paid to the 
debenture-holders. Now, when I was speak· 
irtg on this question 1ast year I traversed the 
hietory of the Chillagoe Company and the 
Etheridge Company, their lines, their pro­
ptrties, their assets, general equipment and 

[Hon. J. lt. Oo!me.. 

everything else; also their mineral leases. 
I traced it up fully and I don't propose to 
go over that ground again. Hon. members 
-if. they desicP to go through the agreement 
-;-will see fully there everything that is done 
In the agreement between the two parties. 
In the second agreement which was made 
between the Treasurer and the Chillagoe 
C'?mpany, tho allotment of the money that 
Will be advanced, or guaranteed, to this 
compar:v has been rrmtnaiiy agreed upon. 
There IS £60,000 to be devoted for the pur­
chase and erection of coke-ovens, machinery. 
plant, and accessoriPs, and the conservation 
vnd laying on of water to the companv's 
mines. There is also £5,000 for underground 
development. Quart('r]y returns hav<> to be 
furnished by the comQany to the Treasurer 
for his approval, showing the estimatell 
amounts propo,.ed to be expended by the 
company during the ensuin15 three month• 
for the above purpos0s, .and specifying as far 
as possible the manner in which it was to be 
expended and the objects for which it was 
r: roposed to 3xpend it, in order that thev 
could see that the money was not being­
devobd to any other purpose. Then there 
ie a sum of £25,000 for discharging the pre· 
ocnt obligations of the company, including­
the Einasleigh debentures, and for interest 
and such init;'ll expf'nses and general pur­
poses as may be approved of by the JYlinist'" 
m writing. This agreement stipulates that 
the Minister. or his agent, shall control th<! 
manner in which the moneys shall be spent; 
also that the company shall execute to the 
Minister a bill of sale over all such 
machinery, plant, and other property to b" 
purchased ancl erected pursuant to this agree­
ment and ail machinerv plant and effects of 
v. hi eh the corr.pany may now be possessed or 
enti tied to or may become nossessed or 
entitle-d to; a loo a ~ortgage over the lease­
holds of the comnany and any leaseholds 
t~> which the company may at any future 
tune become possessed of or entitle-d to. So 
thJ,t hon. members wiii see that the Govern­
ment are fully safegnarded in the matter of 
security for the money advanced by th8 
Treasurer. Now, there is another verv im­
portant thing in connection with this ~hich 
l briefly referred to just a while ago; and 
that is in the production of the coal for the 
use of the Governmc•nt in the Cairns district 
and hinterland It is agreed that the com­
ran.v shall sunply for the use of all the 
Government railwavs in the Cairns district 
includi!l'r the Innisfail-Mourilvan Tramwav' 
dl coal and coke required for their working; 
and that they shall supply it at n per cent. 
above the cost of pro-duction, manag:ement, and 
administrative expenses-but excepting th,, 
payment of directors-and royalties, rents, 
and interest payable by the company in 
rE•spect of any sums advanced in respect of 
this agreement; but tbis shall not include 
"Dn co-.t'' expense'1, or agency fees, or ex­
pcn,,8s f'f a similar nature. Hon. members. 
"ill see there that the- Government have been 
s&feguarding the public purse as far as pos­
sib}e in the purchase> of this railway. The 
Commissioner for Railways has recommended 
the acquisition of this by the State for a 
nun~ber .of years past; and seeing that the 
nunmg mdustry in that district is now dor· 
mant and has been 'or some time. and as the 
mining experts state there is almost untold 
mineral wealth in that district, it is onlv 
nght that something should be done t~ 
develop it. I£ the pl"ivate per,ons who are 
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v•i!ling to put their capit':l into develop!ng 
these mineral rcsou:ces rn. these drstr1cts 
h"'ve been nrevented from domg so by reason 
of the higher freights which are charged over 
this railway, it is the duty of the Govern­
ment, in the interests of the whole State and 
in the interests of the Emptre at the prese:'t 
time to develop those mineral resources m 
this 'district .and gi vo. t<? those pe_ople who 

-are prepared to put th~Ir money_ mto these 
<:lt>bentures an opportumty of domg so and 
addin~ to the further development of the 
State." I think that if hon. members have 

carefullv read this agreement and 
[7.30 p.m.] lock at it from an unbiassed 

point of view they will admit 
that this is a very good thing for the Go­
vernment, and consequently it . must be a 
good thing for the State. There IS no earthly 
1eason why anybody from any pur_ely 
parochial or 1:arrow-minded point of VIeW 
should trv to prevent the development of a 
verv rich· district such as-as has been proved 
bv the ven· best mineral experts to be found in Austral!a--exists in that part of Queens­
land. T commend the speedy passage o! 
this Bill to hon. members. Seeing that I have 
travnsed the whole of the history and giv~n 
the reportR of mining experts on that dJs­
Lrict alreadv and members have only to refer 
to "Hansa;d" to find them, it would be 
idle on mv part to go over them again .. I 
r.ow move the second reading of the Brll. 
and hope it will b1Yo a speedy passage 
through the Chamber. (Hear, hear !) 

HoN. J·. TOLJI.HE : I do not agree with 
the Minister for Railways when he says that 
it would be idle for him to go through the 
Bill and make the explanation which he 
made last vear. Having heard it last year, 
it would ·be much more interesting and 
would make a more indelible impression on 
our minds if we had the opportunity of hear­
ing it a second time. He m·ust acknowledge 
that the agreement is rather an intricate 
one, and if we had the opportunity of 
listening to him twice we would have a better 
idea of the contents. 

The SEORET.\RY FOR RAILWWS: It would be 
tedious repetition. 

HoN. J. TOL11IE: It depends altogether 
on the view-point. An explanation from 
the hon. member is never looked upon as 
tedious repetition. I have a recollection of 
the Chillagoe district. I spent one night in 
the works some years ago, and on that 
occasion some 400 men were employed there 
in three shifts, if my memory serves me 
~orrectly. I saw two copper smelters at 
work and one silver smelter, and I thought 
what a wonderful North Queensland we had. 
But I \ns told by those who knew rr:ore 
about the place than I did, that the mineral 
prospects were not there and the deposits 
would be very easily worked out. They told 
me, however, that thPy could get communi­
cation with Cloncurry and bring the metal 
from there by means of bullock teams and 
horse teams, and that in that way they 
would be able to keep their works going and 
develop a.n exceedingly rich district. I came 
away very much impressed with the value 
of the district, and when I learned that 
they were building a raih~ ay to Cloncurry 
and there would he no necessitv for the 
bullock teams and horse teams I again had 
dreams. 

The TREASURER : Who told you that? 

Ho~. J. TOLMIE: The manager. 
i\1r PoLLOCK: That must have been one 

of y~ur dreams. 
HoN. J. TOLMIE: I thought that when 

the railway was constructed, giving _them the 
means to bring this metal by rarl rather 
than bv horse or bullock teams, they could 
make h successful, and I again had dreams 
that the ::\forth was going to go ahead. I 
know that the electorate in which that 
district is situated was subdivided, because 
the voters went up to something near 10,000 
-showing that there was some idea of the 
realisation of this wonderful Eldorado. But 
a change came over the spirit of the dream, 
and now we have a Bill with the purpose of 
preserving the hon. member in his electorate 
because some Government money might be 
spent there. 

The TREASURER : You want to reform your 
geography if you talk about bringing ore 
from Cloncurry. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE : I am only telling the 
hon. member the aspirn.tions of those at 
Uhillagoe in the early days. 

Mr. McRPHY: You mean Etheridge. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: It may have been 
Ethcridge. At any rate, the railway gave 
them the opportunity of getting that metal 
to the works. But I want to point out that 
those pro ,pects that seemed so well founded 
have altogether vanished and the company, 
after spending a very considerable am'?unt 
of money, has had to be sold up. I believe 
in the development of the country, but I 
do not know that this is good business for 
the Government to take up at this particular 
time. To do a thing at one tin::e may be 
right and proper, and to do the same thing 
at another time may be altogether wrong, 
and I am. under the impression that the 
Government are altogether wrong in attempt­
ing to do the thing they are attempting to 
do now. I would recommend this agree­
ment to tho careful perusal of all hon. 
members. I am sure that if they had a 
lei;ure Sundav afternoon and were to sit 
down to study it they wouJ.d have a very 
interesting time. I have gone through it as 
carefully as the time at my disposal perrr:its, 
and it seems to me a most wonderful agree­
ment. It sets off by giving us some history 
and telling us who the owners were. There 
is a Charles William Chapman James Smith 
Reid. Could any enterprise succeed with a 
nam0 so voluminous as that and with not a 
hyphen in the "hole lot of it? (Laughter.) 
Associated with him was the lo:-·al friend 
of the 1'\orth, Mr. John Moffat. Everybody 
seems to have a kind word for him 

Mr. POLLOCK : They say prayers for him 
up there. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: Probably he is worth 
praying over. I have even heard it said 
that somebody says prayers for the hon. 
member for Gregory. (Laughter.) Then 
those owners sold the mine to what was 
called the Chillagoc Proprietary Ltd., or 
thP vonrlor company, and the vendor cam· 
pany sold it to the original or' purchasing 
company, and then the original company 
made an a;::reernent with what wa·\ called 
the second company, and so it passed to 
another company, which capitalised it at 
something like £1,000,000 and became the 
third company. And the third company 
became the fourth and fifth and sixth 

Hon. J. Tolmie.) 



2816 Ohillagoe and Etheridge [ASSE}fBLY.] Railways Bill. 

company. Finally they rame to bedrock, and 
the Government are asked to purchase the 
a,c~ets. Well, iu entering into an agreement 
of that kind, although we might and do 
regret the occasion for it, we ought to 
remember that this good thing which the 
Government are to get appears to have been 
obtained at the expense of a very large sum 
of money. From what I can gather from 
this agreement the Government have made 
arrangements with the debenture-holders. 
They are to be protected up to the last 
shilling. 

The SECUETARY FOU RAILWAYS: No, they 
are not. 

Hox. ,T. TOLMIE : They put in an amount 
of money, which they are getting out. 

The SECRETARY l!'DR RAILWAYS: They were 
willing to take £450,000 cash last year in­
stead of £670,000. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: Perhaps they are will­
ing to take more in order that the share­
holders might get something out of it. The 
shareholders now are to get nothing. 

The TREASl:RER: The debenture-holders 
sacrificed the difference between £670,000 
and £476,000. 

Hox. ,J. TOLMIE : The shareholders sacri­
ficed everything. If the Government were 
dealing fairly they should insist on the 
shareholders gettin(< something out of the 
monev, if they are going to come to the 
assist;,nce of the debenture-holders. This is 
a purchase which might be a good thing 
under certain circumstances-that is, if we 
had the money available; but I fail to see 
why we should enter into it at a time like 
this, when we cannot find money for the 
ordinary services of the State without im­
posing burdens on the people, without more 
than doubling the original amount of taxa­
tion upon the people three years ago. with­
out having a deficit at the end of each year. 
When we cannot obtain the amount of loan 
money that is essential to the development 
of different part'l of the State, then I say it 
is an unwise action on the part of the 
Government to wish to pledge the credit of 
the country to the extent of another £700,000 
as they are doing now, adding to the public 
debt of Queensland to that extent. If there 
were any indication by the hon. member who 
moved the second reading of the Bill that 
prosperity was going to return to the North 
again, we might feel inclined to say it might 
be a desirable thing to make this purchase. 

Mr. FOLEY: Do you not think you should 
give it a chance to return ? 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: I do not think any­
thing has been adduced by the Secretary for 
Railways to show that it is going to give 
it that chance at all. If the enormous 
amount of money that was poured into the 
district by the people, not only of •Queen_s­
land, but the people throughout Australia 
and the home country, could not make it 
pay when they had the railwa:vs, when on 
all hands it was alleged thoro were rich ore 
deposits, what chance has it of paying under 
these conditions? Everything now has in­
creased in price enormously. 

Mr. GILLIES : Including copper. 

HoN. J. TOLJ\HE: The copper is not 
there. That is the whole trouble. If the 
copper were there there would be no neces­
~itv for the debenture-holders to go hawking 
such a valuable concession as this is sup­
posed to be all round the country and sell it 

[Hon. J. Tolmie. 

at a dead loss to the shareholder.;, and at a 
very great loss, as is alleged by the Trea­
surer, to the debenture-holders. If the pros­
pects were good, the capital would be forth­
coming. There has been always money ready 
to go into enterprises of this kind if there is 
a possibility of their showing a return. It 
was most refreshing to listen to the Secre­
tary for Railways belauding the work done 
by the companies, and saying that if enter­
prise of this kind is permitted to go on 
what magnificent development there is going 
to be in the North of Queensland and how 
progrc"''ive the State is going to become. 
Contra'"" the tone adopted by hon. members 
opposite with the tone assumed by them to 
enterprises already in existence, enterprise§ 
struggling on their last legs because of the 
actions of the Government. If th8l·e were 
that generous treatment towards enterprise 
that the hon. member says he desires should 
be accorded to this one, we should be in a 
mnch more prosperous condition than we are 
at the present time. But there has not been 
that generous disposition, and I say there i!'> 
nothing in the proposition before us to say 
that it is going to be a good marketable 
proposition and it is going to restore indus­
tries to the North. The companies have not 
the capital to carry on, and they have come 
to the Government and asked them to finance 
the scheme. \Vhen we look at the agreement 
here I am ceetain that those who have gon& 
through it are worthy of commendation for 
carefully perusing it. I find it is most volu­
minotw, and there is one thing I notice about 
the agreement, in the schedule-the Govern­
ment is endeavouring to get everything it is 
possible for them to lay their hands on. I 
notice there are a certain number of clocks 
eet down as coming into the possession of 
the Government. It also says there are two 
Blick typewriters (out of order), and in that 
rPspect I think they bear very favourable 
comparison with the G"'overnment. 

The TREASVRER: You find a very illuminat­
ing history of the Chillagoe Company there, 
too. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: The part I take excep­
tion to in connection with the purchase of 
the railway is for the Government to make 
themselves responsible for the sum of 
£90,000 in respect of this measure. The 
Government will probably tell us it does not 
cost them one penny, that all they do is to 
back the bilL But we know the fate of 
persons who back the bilL Almost invari­
ably they are called upon to make good the 
bili, and that appears to me likely to be the 
result of this venture. If the companies 
could not <'Mry on with hundreds of thou­
sands of pounds, how are thoy going to clo 
that with this, to them, paltry sum, 
although to m~tny of us it mmt appear a 
very large sum? 

The TRE:ISURER: That is only to run th0 
coke properties, not the smeltere. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: The hon. gentleman 
may throw dust in the cyes of the House or 
the country, when he says this is . for .the. 
purpose of running the coke properties with. 
Sixtv thousand pounds is to be devoted to 
the purchase of machinery and the erection 
of plant on the surface, and only £5.000' is to 
be used for developmental purposes under 
the surface. That is £65,000, and there is a 
deficiencv of £25 000 which has not been 
accounte'd for up to the present. The Sec­
retarv for Railwavs made no reference what­
ever 'to that £25,000. That sum does not go 
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into reproductive works of ony kind, or to 
enhance the value of the securities. but is 
for the purpose of liquidating the debts of 
the .company, so that all that is supposed to 
go mto the company for the working· of the 
property is the sum of £65.000 and most of 
that will probably be taken u], by the pur­
chase of machinery and certain ~tnface 1vorks 
before anything· can be done h rco-;ud to 
mining. If that sum is to be adnnc~d and 
it is only proposed to carry on the m~king 
of coke, and the obtaining of a limited 
sup;1ly of coa I that is essential for the work­
ing of North Queensland. then it is not 
going to add very materially to the d0velop­
ment of the North. If it is going to be· used 
f<-?r 4eveloping the n1ining resource., of the 
<hstrrcl, then the amount at the disposal of 
the company will be quite insufficient for tha 
purpow. Taking· all the;,e factors into cDn­
sid_eration, I cannot see ho\v it is possibly 
gomg to be a payable concern for the Go­
ven1lnPnt. .1\t any rate, th<:y rnust !1lake 4 
per cent. on t':w ~mount of monc · that is 
being opent·-£770,000. · 

The TREASURER; £770.000 is not being 
expended. In this purchase there is only 
£475,000. 

HoN. J. TOLJ\1IE : £475,000 in debcn­
turn, plu3 any ca~h, and th<>n thr!re is the 
purc-hase of the Etheri<:lgc' Re,ilw,tv. •·:hich 13 

being provided for at the pre'sent tim<>, 
whDreas. there w~s no necessity to pnrchase 
that rmlway until 1921. The hon. member 
is making proYision for £225.000 for the 
purchase of that ruilway, plus £475,000 for 
the purchase of the Chillagoc Railway. On 
~hat £700,000 we have to earn £58, COO a year 
mtorest. 

The TREASURER: \Ve have had to pay 
£11,000 a year on account of the Etheridge 
line. 

HoN. J. TOL:!IIIIE: As I have pointed out, 
we have had to pay too much. But because 
errors have been made in the past, that is 
no reason why we should be perpetuating 
them. I can quite understand the advocac:v 
]'JY. th.e T_reasurer of this proposal, because 
It IS 111 his own electorate. I mi,ht do the 
same if it were in mv electorate 

0

but I am 
not loDking at it 'now from ' the same 
parochial standpoint as the hon. member. 

The1 TREASURER : I Dan assure the hon. 
member it is not a parochial question. It is 
a national rjuestion. 

Ho:-r J. TOLMIE: Of course, it is a 
national question to the hon. member for 
Chillag-oe. Anything affecting the mterests 
of Chillagoe must be regarded as a national 
question, but not from the standpoint of 
others ; we look at it from quite a different 
as11ect. We regard it from the way it is going to 
affect Qu<>ensland, and here we have to pro­
vide £58,000 to pay interE'st, and we have 
to pay the working expenses of that line. 
:Clw line. ~o far as my remembrance goes, 
IS a beautrfullv constructPd line. one of the 
best r:onstructed lines in Queensland, but it 
has now been built for quito a numher of 
years, fifteen or ~ixteen years, or longer. 
Perhaps, even twc'nty years that line has 
been built. 

The TREASrRER: "\ot quite so long. 
1\lr. MuRPHY: It. was built in 1897 and 

1898. 

Hox. J. TOL:MIE: Tn the course of twenty 
years, no matter how wr>ll a line has been 
built, there must be decay o£ sleepers and 
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depreciation of the ironwork, and conse­
quentlv the line cannot be anything like in 
the same order it was some years ago, and 
it will require renewals, and with each suc­
ceeding year the renewals will be. heaviEr. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The Com­
missioner reports the line has been kept in 
very good condition. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: All this is piling up 
the expense in connection with the adminis­
tration of the line, and at the same time 
there is no indication of where the return 
is going to come from in the district. We 
know that money is not being put into 
mining ventures in that district now. No 
distt·i<' has been exploited, has had money 
poured into it, and opportunities given for 
the development of it like that district, 
whieh is supposed to be tremendously rich 
mineral country lying in the hinterland of 
Cctirns. There is scarcely .a. portion of the 
di,trict that has not been thoroughly in­
vestigated, that has not had money poured 
into it. and notwithstanding the construc­
tion of the railway to Chillagoe, and all the 
branch tramway lines from that railway into 
the mdallifProus district, both tD the south 
and the. north of the line, there is not 
to·day any evidence that any adequate re­
turTI has been secured. All that is neces­
sary for us to do is to look at the popula­
tion of the district and find how it is fading 
away. As a matter of fact, it is more than 
fading awev now; it has practically faded 
away. At any rate, it is passing away very 
rapidly indeed. In these circumstances is 
it a fair prDposition to put before the 
country at a time when the resources of the 
people are required in other directions, and 
whPn thev ought not to be called upon to 
find intm:est to pay for the working of a 
1 ine such as this that has not b<>en repro­
ductive up to the present time? I am very 
Forry to have to aRsume this attitude in 
regard to it. I sho.uld be very much better 
pleased if I could advocate the expenditure 
of morE' money in that part of Queensland. 
I have been in the North several times, and 
have been very favourably impressed with 
it. 

The. TREASURER : Y on never had a more 
favourable opportunity than now. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: I hope the Treasurer 
will be more illuminatin!\ in the speech 
whioh I have no doubt he IS going to make, 
not from a parochial standpoint, but from a 
national Rtandpoint, so that we will be able 
to see where this return is going to come 
from. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: More stone­
walling. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: Why is this regarded 
as a stonewall? Cannot we take any objec­
tion at all to the proposals of the Govern­
ment? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I am not 
rf'ferring to your stonewalling. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: Must we be charged 
with stonewalling when we do that? Is it 
not our province, is it not .a duty placed 
upon us, to make reference to any ~ifficul­
ties we see in legislation? And if we see 
a poRsibility of a failure of the Government 
in an expenditure of this kind, it becomes 
our bounden duty to put it out, not only 
for the guidance of hon. members opposite, 
but also for the country. It is not right 
that at such a period in the history of 
Queensland we should incur expenditure that 
can well stand over for another period. If 

Hon . • T. Tof.m,~·~.l 
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this comvany was in a position to rehabili­
tate itself, to get capital again for the pur­
pose of launching out expensively in the 
district, there might be something in pur­
chasing the railway, and there might be 
something in going to the extent we .are. 
But it seems to me from all I have read 
concerning the company and the district, 
and from as careful a study of the Bill and 
the agreement as could be given in the 
short time at our disposal, through it being 
placed in our boxes only this morning, and 
we are expected to investigate it and make 
"OUrselves acquainted with all the details, I 
·say that with the knowledge we have been 
able to glean under the circumstances it is 
not a sound proposition to take up now, and 
instead of purchasing this line on d0bentures 
it would be much better to endeavour to 
secure a similar sum of money for develop­
ment in other districts in Queensland. 

The TREASURER : How do vou mean a simi­
lar sum of money? There 'is no cash. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: I know there is no 
cash. 

Mr. FORSYTH: You will have to pay it 
in seven years. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE : I was going to ask 
the Treasurer when he says there is no cash 
passing, where is the money? Are we not 
rPsponsible for the £475,000 in seven years? 
This line is not going to drop into our 
hands without our paying that cash over, 
and that is where the present Government 
are making a mistake, and we are rightly 
thinking of the future. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: We are 
going to have four years' use of the Etheridge 
line in the meantime. 

Mr. PoLLOCK: The real joke is, not one 
of the Opposition knows anything .about 
mining. 

HoN .• J. TOLMIE: We know quite suffi. 
cient about the North and about mining to 
expreos an opinion on matters of this kind, 
and I am afraid that if we were looking for 

information we would not be 
[8 p.m.] likely to go to the expertc on 

the other side of the House. One 
other point to which reference was made by 
the Ministe-r for Railways, and which does 
not seem to have been a point that struck the 
House yery favourably either, was that in 
the agreement the charge of 50 per cent. 
exha is maintained. The Commissioner will 
be empowered to charge 50 per cent. extr'L 
for the purpose of obtaining revenue. 'There 
should be no discrimination in regard to the 
various railways of the State. It might have 
been right enough for the Chillagoe Corn· 
pany, who put so much money into this ven­
turE', to say: "If we have to carry p·oods 
for other people we should be allowed to 
charge 50 pew cent. more than is cha~ge.r} on 
GoYernment railways." They reahse the 
difficulties in front of them, and they must 
mako a certain charge in order to make the 
railways pay, but the position is quite dif. 
feront when the Secretary for Railways 1akes 
over 'the railwav. When it becomes a State 
railway it is i.n the same position as the 
rvilway between Brisbane and Toowoomba. 
and the people on that lino should be treated 
on exactly the same terms as the oeople 
between Brisbane and Toowoomba. 

The SRCBETARY FOR RAII,WAYS: They v:ilJ be 
treatoi! generously. 

HoN. J. 'I'OLMIE: The hon. gentleman 
says they will be treated generously, but 
the means to do evil de0ds often lead·; to 

[Hon. J. Tolmie. 

the evil deeds being done. It means that, if 
we give the Government power to ]!lUG 

50 per cent. extra on the freight, that 
extra freight will be put on. We know how 
the Government have been putting on extra 
freight during the last two or three years, 
and if they have to continue raising their 
freights, is there a probability of their drop­
ping this 50 per cent. ? They will nee<i all 
that, and possibly need more than that, If 
they are going to get a sufficient return to 
make the railways pay. Taking all things 
iroto consideration, the value of the railway, 
the value of the industry, and the valuB of 
other indqstries of the State, I think it is 
unwise that the Government should embarlc 
on this proposition. Given conditions more 
sdisfactory than they are now, then the 
probability is that we would not oppose this 
Bill, but I can see no other course than to 
oppo"e the passage of the Bill at the pre­
sent ti1ne. 

The TREASURER: In supporting the 
sec01:d reading of the Bill I wish first of 
all to express my regret at the poor :·now­
ledge of the district displayed by the leader 
.,f the Opposition. I give the hon. member 
credit for being inspir0d by the best of 
motives in his opposition to the Bill now 
before the Chamber. He has probably come 
w the conclusion that the present is not an 
opportune time to conclude such a purchase, 
but I am sure he has arrived at th0 conclu­
sion without knowing the circumstances with 
regard to th<tt district and thG probability of 
~he rEstrict being rcsusr.itated by the purchase 
;f this railv. av and the ·development of the 
mini;;" indust~v in that locality. The hon 
]!1f>rnh~r sc:t oiit lH~ uwldng a very absurd 
st ,t.,ment in regai·d tc a suggestion that 
crP mirrht be brought from the Cloncurry 
r1jstrict 

0

hV bullork tuLlnS. No mining man 
ever mad'e such a suggestion, or even con­
>idered such a thi,1g as possible. I have 
];nown nro to be >'l'lt from the Burke dis· 
trict as far as Tow i. svillc. Some of the 
riOJwers of thosr" m;ncral fields, since the 
Chillagoe smelters closed down, sent ore 
from the Daintrec Copper-Mine on the Einas­
!eigh River to Townsville-259 milcs-:-by 
teams, but no one would ever thmk of brmg­
in"' ore from Cloncurry to Chillagoe by 
bullock team. Tho thing is too utterly absurd 
to be considered by any mining man for a 
single moment. 

Hon. J. ToLMIE: Did they take ore from 
the Einaslcigh? 

The TREASURER: That may ha Ye been 
suggested. Since the Chillagoe smelters have 
be-en working a ''ood many thousand tons 
of ore h:tvc bc•?nu sent from Einasleigh to 
Chillagoc. 'l'hc Einaeleigh mine V(ill become 
1 he nronertv of th,, Government under this 
agreem0nt. · That u;ine is valued in the 
Chillagoe Compan;c's b?oks, at £1lO,OOq, and 
i? a yery impm·tant mme Indeed. It IS one 
of the ol8E'st copper-mines in the district; 
it was founil in the early ·,eventies, purely 
bv acci·denL and .vas worked fifty years 
ago. Thot mine a{Torded a great amount 
of cmplo:-ment in the N01:th long before tJ:Ie 
~(a· .. ·s of a railwav, and It has been a b1g 
producer since t:lie Ethcridge Railway was 
built. I "'ant in my speech to dilate some· 
what upon the possibilities of the district, 
and to exnla;n to hon. members as ably as 
I can the fad that the district is by no means 
,.-m· ked out or bankrupt, so far as , its 
rPsotuces are concerned. As I mentioned by 
interjection when the hon. member for 
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Murrumba wa:" speaking last night, the dis­
tnct has practically not even been scratched 
m the way of exploitation of its mmeral 
resource':. The deepP .,t mine on the Chilla­
goe field is only 900 feet deep. That is the 
Girofla. mine, and there has been practically 
no stoping in that mine worth speaking 
:•bout below the 600-foot level. The mine 
is ln1n1en-.;ely rich. l an1 not making 
:his statemcn<o on the am:hority of my 
own knowkdg:, L·nt on the authoritv 
• f the numerous geologists and m1nmg 
uperts who have vi•ited the district, not 
men sent merely for the purpose of boom­
mg a particular mining proposition but 
men sent there by the Mines Department for 
tlw purpose of making an impartial investi­
gation and report to the department at 
varicus times. We have reports from the 
mo·t eminent mining geologists dating back 
for the last twenty years on the various min­
ing propositions in the Chillagoe, Ether1dge, 
uud Herberton district:;. Their reports are 
available in the 1fincs Department, and ca'1 
be perused by hon. member·. 

Colon·_·! RAXKIN: You would not care to 
buy on a geologist's report. 

The TREAS"CRER: I would h-ave no hv,i­
btion in buying on the reports of the Go­
vernrnent geologish. So far as I know 
anything about the geologists, I think they 
are thoroughly competent and irr:partial men. 

1\Ir. FOR'YTH: As geologists they are, but 
as mining engineers they are not. 

The TREASURER: I am: speaking about 
minr... that ha Ye been sufliciently developed 
to enable the geologists to report on them. 
One wch report was published in the 
"Mining Journal" within ths last few 
we•_ks--the report of Geologist Ball on the 
('.;,rdrc··> mines. He <lid not have to depend 
on any mere theory as tu possible oc<:nrrcnce 
of the ore. He saw the actual dl velop· 
ment that had taken place. The mine had 
been sunk seYeral hundred feet and drives 
·extended along the lode in vari ~us directions, 
and the ma.n had all that actual data before 
he made his report. 

Hon. J. ToL~llE: Do you remember the 
reports made on Chillagoe? 

The TREASURER: There were many 
reports made on Chillagoe. The hon. mem­
ber wants to understand this: that very few 
of those reports-one of them was made by 
the c·minent geologist Dr. R. L. Jack-have 
been pcoyed fahe. It i3 only the mining 
onginee•·,' reports-who, in the early days, 
with the geologists' reports at their disposal 
showing tho size and extent of the ore 
bodies, thought they could produce more 
than thev actually could, and they did 
not anticipate ·•ome of the difficulties 
that were afterwards oncounte:ed and 
which led to a partial failure. That is 
what happened and not that the geologists 
have been wrong in their deduction''· I um not 
sp<.aking now. of the interested mining com­
panieJ' reports that may have, in some 
instances, bf. r>n procured for the purpose of 
unduly booming certain propositions for the 
sake of the share market. but I am speaking 
P~bout actual official reports of the Mines 
Dep' rtmr>nt, and there can be no question 
as to their authenticity or to the facts that 
they give. A practical mining man who 
kno·" the conditions that exist in these 
various localities and who gets the geologists' 
report,, could follow the reports intelligently 
and could tell the value of such reports. 

That, in the hands of men who know some­
thing about mining, will enable them to get 
a fair insight into the possibilities of that 
va t district. Ko one who has not penonal 
knowledge of the great Chillagoe, Etheridge, 
and Hcrberton fields can have any concep­
tion whatever of the possibilities of those 
districts. But those who have a personal 
knov:ledge of the districts, and also who are 
sufficiently interested in mining to take 
notice of the developments going on there. 
must be impressed with the great possibili­
ties of the district. Queensland is particu­
larly fortunate in having immense tninera.l 
districts such as the Chillagoe-Herberton 
and Cloncurry fields. These two belts of 
mineral country will assist Quecnsltmd 
materially in years to come to develop into 
the important State she undoubtedly one 
day will be. The Chillagoe field is 
capable of supporting a very large per­
manent population. So far, it practically 
has not been tried. The fact that one com­
pany became established there, and endea­
voured to make a suecess of the business but 
failed, does not indicate that the district 
is of no further use or that the district is 
bankrupt, and that it is no use expending 
an, further money or attention on the 
district. That would be a very foolish policy 
for the Government to adopt. ·we have to 
examine the circumstances under which that 
companl operated and which led to the 
failure before we can come to any conclu­
sion. The Chillagoe Company, in spite of the 
fact that many men may have been connected 
' i th the corr:pany for the purpose of making 
m·onev out of it-that may have been their 
only inspiring motive so far as I know-there 
is no doubt that the Chillagoe Company did 
a lot towards the devdopment of North 
Queensland. They brought in from outside, 
I suppose, no Jec.s than £1,000,000 worth of 
capital. I do not think their first motive 
was to develop the country for the benefit of 
Queensland. The first motive was the motive 
that inspir(; almost all such con1punie . 
that was to esbblish a lucrative busiwss for 
themselvf'''· Some may have gone further 
and used the Chillagoe Company as a means 
of exploiting investors in the mining busi­
ners. But the fact is that the company's 
operations during the many years they have 
cnrried on in Xorth Queensland have resulted 
in a great deal of developm·ent and brought 
a great deal of prosperity to North Queens­
land, and I regret that they have failed. 
They failed-we must realise this-because 
of their extremely bad luck in the latter days 
of their career. They had to close down, as 
everyone knows, in "\pril, 1914-practically 
just on the eve of the recovery of the metal 
market. That is one of tho molancholy 
facts in regard to the history of the Chillagoe 
Company; not that I am called upon to ex­
press any particular regret in this matter, 
because the district, no doubt, will be revived 
"ndcr the Government activity; but I want to 
c<ll attention to that as one of the features 
of th~ Chillagoe Company's failure. After 
carrymg on for so many yeocrs they <:>ollapred. 
If the-,. had b0en "ble to continue for another 
tweh·e months-the time when the ]\fount 
Mulligan coal was available at cost to them­
,., lv~' of not n:ore than 12s. per ton at the 
pit's mouth-they would have been able to 
continue until th£ metal market recovered. 
and now, no doubt, thev would have been 
n'aking very large profits. At the time 
they closed down thev were paying for coal 
4 ls. per ton and for coke 75s. per ton. Those 

Hon. E. G. Theodore.\ 
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were the actual costs of the Chillagoe Com­
pany in April, 1914. When the coal from the 
Mount Mulligan coalmine was ma-de avail­
able-the railway was completed nine months 
after the smelters closed down-coal was 
being sold to the Railway Commissioner 
from Mount Mulligan at 12s. per ton at 
the pit's mouth. That shows the difference in 
regard to the costs to the company for coal. 
But here is the most remarkable difference 
in t\w values of metals. Metal prices, at 
the trme of the close-down, taking the average 
for the year 1914-the year in which the 
company closed down-for copper was 
£60 10s. per ton. The average price now in 
London is £130 5s., but the price to the 
Auctralian producers i:- £110 5s. at the 
present time. The price of lead at the 
close-down was £19 15s. 3d. ; the price now 
i~ £30 10s. Silver-and the Chillap:oe has 
anva;-s been a l:uge producer of s1lver-at 
thP close-do>>'ll w:ts 2. . 1d. per oz. ; now it 
is 3s. nd. per oz. To show what a difference 
the proposition would h:we been under these 
cha_nged drcumstanC"' with the present prices 
rulmg, the last year of their operations they 
treated 51,607 tons of ore; they produced 
1,950 tons of copper, worth £118,000; they 
produced 2,472 tons of lead, valued at 
£48,800; they produc<:-:1 264,000 oz. of silver, 
valued at £27,500. The aggregate of the 
mineral production in that ve.ar was £206 000 
With the present prices ruling the same 'ton: 
nage of ore, the same production would have 
yielded £388,000, or an increase of £182 000 
for that year: ' 

Hon. J. ToL;IIIE: \Vould there be any 
change in the cost of production? 

The TREASURER: Yes, prob:tbly there 
\wuld have been some change, and the 
change would have been to the advanta"'e of 
smelting. It is recognised in the copper­
srn(llting proposition that the two greatest 
factm:s are .labour and fuel, but principally 
fuel, mcludmg coke, especially if it has to be 
carted any distance. In this case coke and 
coal had to be transported from New South 
Wales to Chillagoe. For the coal they paid 
44s., and the coke cost them 75s. Coal will 
not .cost them any n:-ore now than at the 
outs1~e 17s. P<;r ton at the pit's mouth, who­
ever 1s operatm~ the smelters; and from the 
facts which I have-that a ton and a-half 
of Mount Mulligan coal will make a ton of 
coke-col~e will not cost them more than, at 
the outs1de, 30s. per ton instead of 75s 
Those are the principal f~ctors leading up 
to t~e. enormous cost. of working under the 
cond1twns under whrch the Chillagoe Com­
pany were working at the time of the close­
dew?; but the. £182,000 difference, which the 
add1t10nal pnces of metals would if they 
h~d continued working, ha~e mad~ all the 
d1fference between a failure and a very 
profitable und_ertaking, even if you take out 
of t.hat a fa!r allowance for any possible 
c~mtmgency w!th regard to the cost of produc­
tiOn. Would It not have been foolish of the 
Government not to take cognisance of that? 
In the early part of 1914, before closing 
down, they asked the late Government-the 
Denham Administration-to advance them 
£30,000 to <;nable them to carry on for nine 
1rco'.'ths unt!l the Mount Mulligan coal was 
ava!lable. They reckoned that they would lose 
£30,009, but t_hey would continue smelting 
operaho~s until then. They were refused. 
The prevwus Government would not give them 
that advanc<; .. I thin~ it would have been a 
~ood propos1t10n to g1ve it to them, because 
It woul-d enable them to keep their staff there 
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and have a fair chance of making a profit­
able deal of it. At that time, I might men­
tion, there were no immediate prospects of 
an increase in the price of metal. If th.!,re 
had been, there would have been an even 
greater inducement to continue. They were 
willing to continue if they could have got a 
loan of £30,000 for another nine months, 
until the Mount Mulligan coal was avail­
able. The then Government having refused 
that, they exhausted their financial resources 
and closed down. Then they prepared 
to raise new capital in London in order 
to put a coke plant on Mount Mulli­
gan and get working again. Just then 
the war broke out, and the issue of 
new capital was prohibited by the Imperial 
Government. That is a well-known fact in 
relation to the history of the Chillagoe Corrc­
pany. That is why it is that the company 
h~ ve not been able to take advantage of the 
!'Igher metal market .. What a suicidal policy 
It would be for th1s Government or anv 
Governmlnt, not to take any r~asonabfe 
action they could take which would lead to 
the opening of the Chillagoe smelters and the 
r':cor;m;,encHment of the production in that 
d1stnct of the valuable minerals a.nd metals 
--copper, lead, and silver-which are highlv 
n•_ccs•cary in connection with the conduct of 
the war, and the continuance of industrial 
operations generally throughout the Empire ! 
Everyone kno." s there is a shortage of 
;or>per. Amer1ca has not been able to supply 
1t up to the full rPquirements of the allies. 
ThA American production accor-ding to the 
A':"eriean mining journal;, is declining. and 
mmes are becoming more or lE"·,s worked out. 
Tlwv are bringing minPo into operation now 
that previously could not even be looked at 
for production. 

Hon. J. TOL:I!IE: What about that 14,000 
tons? 

The TRE.l..SURER: Well, tho hon. mem­
ber knows that, if this proposition of the 
Governme.nt in connection ,,,ith Chillagoe 
had received thf, acsf'nt of Parliament when 
it was firet introduced, we should have had 
at lP~st six months' additional prcduction up 
to now under that agreement. It is known, 
too, that the proposition to build a railwav 
to :\fount Oxide would enable that riche.it 
copper ore deposit in Queensland-one which 
ha~ . a wonderful future, and was simply 
wartmg access to a market-to supply the 
<'?PP<'l' production undpr the agreement men­
boned by the Premier. 

j'dr. Mt:RPHY: Was it not turned down bv 
your own people? · 

The TREASPRER : It was ; it was found 
to be impracticable on account of the 
inability to get rails and build the line in 
th<~ time. 

Mr. MURPHY: It ought to go from a Gulf 
port. 

The TREASURER: I think it ought. I 
have advocated that many times, and I am 
snrpriscd that the mining interests in the 
Cloncurry district have not continued an 
agitation to get dir<:et accc·-s to "'" dPep-water 
port within 200 or 300 miles of their dis­
trict, inste.o<l of being c'lmpellcd to drag 
their coal and coke and 0thcr requisites 
nearly 600 miles. I am a heartv supnorter 
of that policv, and alwa" have been. T 
think thie. Government is entirely sympa­
thetic to the policy of building e. railway to 
a deep-\\·ater port in the Gulf. 1mt it i& 
rather inopportune at the present tune, 
beeause of the difficulty in obtaining rails 
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:and the high cost of material, and the very 
much larger sum which wouid be required 
to establish a port m the Gulf th.-m would 
he in normal times. From the last Chillugoe 
balance-sheet I notiDe that the various assets 
<lf the company are set out as follows :­
This is interesting, because it is taken to be 
the actual market valu<' of the as<···ts as 
<leterminc•d by the company ut that time. 
It is for the period ended June, 1916. They 
state their mines and railwavs in connection 
with the mines to be worth' £175,000; tele­
phone system, £3,426; reduction works, 
£97,588; smelting worke. £12,642; siding~ 
and ore-bins, £7,573: rolling-stock, £22,644; 
builclings, £14.379; furniture, £1,545; plant 
and tools on hand, £30,677; stock on hand, 
£26.720; Einasleigh property, £111,317; 
total, ~505,873; and the Chillagoe Railway 
(110 m1lcs), £335,000; and the Etheridge 
Railway (145 miles), £463,000; a t(otul of 
£1,304,657. ThB Etheridge branch line is 
stated at £6,000. Th~n, if you deduct the 
£225,000-the Government's interests in the 
Etheridge Railway-it will leave the assets 
statt'd in the balance-sheet at £1,085.:l23. 
That value can be attached to th<:' various 
assets that will come into the GoverP.ment's 
pos,ession under this purchase. As the Rec­
reta"y for Railways mentioned, looking at it 
from a purely business or commercial point 
of vi<cw, and applying the test of whether 
the actual market value is what the Govern­
ment is paying, the rails and fastenings alone 
-on the t':"o railways would he worth, at the 
pre,ent time, what the Gm-ernment are pay­
in?-" for the> whole proposition-two working 
railways, an up-to-date complete smelting 
and mrtallurgi< :>1 treatment plant, rolling­
stock, various appurtenances of the railway, 
and leases (including the value <Jf the Einus­
leigh Mine), of which no one can doubt the 
value. The leader of the Opposition spoke 
about the proposition to advance £60.000 to 
the Chillagoe Company to -develop thro coal 
1e.ase3. 

Colonel RAXKIX: £90,000 
The TREASURER: Yes. £90.000. I 

v cmt to point out that the Government. in 
order to as,ist in the active development of 
thi:o district, and justifv the purchase and 
continuance cf the railw-av. must make some 
provision to start one or two furnaces at the 
Chillagoe sm0lters; and, in order to do that. 
thev must insure tlH'mselves of a supplv of 
(•oal and coke ut rea soL <ble prices. vVith 
thoRH hvo cornn1oditie~ f:.up~Jlied nt re,,_:_son­
ablc pric0s, there will be no po·csible doubt 
about the sucee'" of this from a business 
point of vic•w. In fact, there will be no 
po,sible doubt of its being n. huge financial 
succ('ss. Hon. members p.rob.ably !mow that 
for the last five years, before the close-down 
of th<~ smPlters. the Chillago'e Company 
made £60,000 per annum net profit on their 
railwccy, They lost again on their mining­
proposition, That was the net profit they 
made on th•c railwa~· after paving working 
"nd maintenance and all other ·..,xpen,es. 

Colonel RANKDI: In five years? 
The TRE.\SURER: That was the average 

per annum for five year;;. Since the 
smelters have been idle, and the railwav has 
been depending upon small mineral traffic, 
upon the cattle traffic. and general traffic 
that comes from the Etheridge and other 
districts, in spite of this reduced traffic and 
~tagnation in the district, the Chillagoe 
Company have run the railway at a profit 
of £15,000 for the first vear after the 
dose-down of the smelters: after paying 

maintenance and working expenses, and 
£12,000, I understand, for the last year. 

Mr. BARXES: What about interest? 
The TREASURER: That does not cover 

interest. I am stating net income ; I am 
not taking into account interest in either of 
those cases. 

l\ir. BARNES : That was gro'8 revenue. 
The TREASURER: ::"Jo. Gross revEnue is 

taken to be the whole of the revenue of the 
ra_ilway. N0t income, as the hon. member 
Will see from freauent references in the 
reports of the Con1n,ission<'r, are the net 
earnings after paying maintenance and work­
ing expE:n~es. This prop.Jsition from a rail­
v·ay point of view h an excC'llcnt one. If 
metallurgioal work' are working in Ch.illa­
goe, they will bring in an imn1enso ainount 
of traffic over the railwav. Th<tt alwavs is 
the corolla t'y of the worlring of a sme'lting 
plant. It will make the Chillagoe Railway 
a highly paying proposition, and it also will 
make the Cairns Railway-a Govornmcmt 
railway__, paying· propositwn, too. The 
C~mmissioner, in his reports ·dealing with 
th1s matter, says, in effect: Kot only will 
you make the property of the Chillagoe 
Company a payable proposition, but you­
bring in an enormous amount of traffic to the 
Cairns Railway, as all the goods must come 
Yia C3;i~ns ~o the Chillagoe Railway. The 
prcpo<Jtlon 1s a wor.·derfully good one from 
that point of view, if the (11e!-allurgical works 
can be kept going, Now, there j,, no possible 
doubt in my mind that one furnrtcE' will work 
continuouslv. There are Dve stands for fur-

. naces, hut I do not think the 
[8.30 p.m.] Chillagoe Company ever work 

more thnn three or four. If we 
can ·work two furnaces-one continuously on 
sih·cr-lead, "nd one 0:1 copper-there is not 
the slightest doubt that the district will 
reviYe and hecmne :1.n immPL~ei:~- prC\"f)Grous 
district again. Someone mird1t ''"' that all 
thic depen-ds on the' succc•os ·or oth<'rwise of 
~lount Mulligan, and whether we can get 
cheap coal ancl r,oke from there. There 
have been numerous repo1·ts in connec­
tion with that field. and the Gm·ern­
ment have not been slow to get the 
very hest expert inforrnation us to it··, value, 
as to its permanenc:,', and as to the qualities 
of the coal for stcaminl' and coking pur­
po~es, and T intend to n1rake onl' or two 
references to them, One of the geologist> 
who had hcen inanir:ng into this matter, 
Mr. Ball-a very competent geologist, and 
one who is not by -any n1cans an o~Jti1ni~t~ 
hjs estimates are all cotJserYative. and all 
his opinions are upon the cautioua ::..idr•. He 
does not overboom in his official r.,ports to 
the Government. I think that most mining 
members will realisf' that. In this report in 
the "Government :Mining Jcurnal" of 15th 
Se,.,tember oi this ve:1r, on the Mount 'Mul­
ligan coalfield, to be found at page 446, he 
refers to the historv of thf' coalfield and to 
the leases, and so on, and then, on page 448, 
refers to the coal-

" Before going into the matter of the 
coking possibilities of Mount Mulligan, 
it woul·d be as well to give some con­
sideration to the nature of the coal it­
self. The section given above shows a 
respectable gross thickness of coal in 
these measures, but it also shows that 
the coal is interbedded with earthy mat­
ter (shales and fireclays), and that in 
no place is there an ordinary working 
section free from bands of such material 
-that is, excepting the 2 feet 3 inches 
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seam of coking coal, which the manage­
ment regards as workable by mechanical 
cutter without the breaking of roof or 
floor. 

" The section may be condensed as in 
Table B, wherein it will be observed 
that, of the 111 feet of measures, 44 feet 
consists of coal with shale bands; this 
being equivalent to 39! per cent. of the 
whole. Moreover, the coal seams, after 
deducting the included shale bands, ag· 
gregate 27 feet, which is equal to 61! 
per cent. of the seams, and 24! per cent. 
of the measures. 

" Firstly, we have to note that the 
coal itself is extremely variable in qua­
lity, some of the seams consisting almost 
wholly of friable, bright, jet-like coal 
without trace of lamination and pre­
sumably very low in ash ; others almost 
completely of tough, dull, conchoidally­
breaking splint containing 20 to 30 per 
cent. ash; while again others are made 
up of interlaminated bright and dull 
coal, with shaly bands including frag­
ments of charcoal. The coal is abso­
lutely black in the mass, but when any 
of the varieties are ground to a powder 
a faint, yet distinct, brownish tinge is 
observable. The various classes of coal 
are all filled (i.e., loaded into the trucks 
or skips) ancl mixed . in the railway 
wagons: and the following rough esti­
mate of the quality of the coal on the 
locomotive stage at Dimbulah when I 
passed through may be instructive:­
a .. Bright jet-like coal, with, say, 5 per 
cent. ash, = 45 per cent. of total ; 
b. Laminated bright and <lull, with, say, 
10 per cent. ash, = 30 per cent. total ; 
c. Splint coal, with, say, 20 per cent. 
ash, = 10 per cent. total; d. Pricking, 
with, say, 50 per cent. ash, = 10 per 
cent. total; e. Clean shale, with, say, 
100 per cent. ash, = 5 per cent. total." 

Colonel RANKIN: How many seams are 
they working? 

'l'he TREASURER: They are working 
two sea1ns. 

Colonel RANKIN: You have only quoted 
one seam, 2 feet 6 inches. 

The TREASURER : They are working 
two s.earns, on0 6 fe,.~t in thickness and the 
other 2 fe0t 3 inche3. 

Colonel RANKIN : Several bands ? 
•rhe TREASUR!LH: No bands in those 

eeams. If the hon. member will follow me, 
he will see. The geologist took out of a 
railway war;on, w;l'm• the whole width of 
the seam was loaded, a sample of the coal, 
and he savs:-

" \VhPnce the a veragc is probably 
about 17 per cent. ash, but this I am 
convinced is much above that normally 
contained in consignments from the pit. 
The elimination of shale and pricking 
would reduce the ash percentage in this 
particular case to less than one-half 
and would result in reduced clinkering 
on the fire-bars, as it is known that 
clinkering in the boiler furnaces at the 
mine is brought about by excess of these 
constituents." 

That indicates tho steaming qualities of the 
coal. 

U•lonel RANK!N : That does not sonnd very 
goocl. 

The TREASURER: It sounds very good 
in my opinion I'he geologist refers to a 
<ample tak0n from the coal stage without 
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any cleaning or picking, a sample from 
se,-eral seams aggrq:;ating many feet in 
rhickn<·>s. which shows only 17 per cent. of 
ash. 

Colonel RANKIN: Only 17 per cent.? 
The TREASURER: Yes. We have carried 

from Southern Queensland to :\'orthern 
Queensland coal which cost the railways 20s. 
in freight alone, and which gave 19 per cent. 
of a'h. :\'ow, I want to g-ive some prac­
tical examples of the steaming qualities of 
this coal. This is a practical test, carried 
out by the locomotive foreman at Cairns:-

" Ket weight loaded on tencler-5 tons 
1 cwt. 0 qr. 23 lb. Engine used~Cl<J.ss 
B 15. Route run-Cairns to Atherton 
and back. Miles run-135. Coal con­
sumed-5,654 lb. Consumption per train 
mile-41.88 lb. Total average load taken 
-212 tons. Consumption per ton mile--
0.16 lb. Ashes from firebox--5 cwt_ 
2 qr. 17 lb. Cinders from smoke-box-
3 cwt. 0 qr. 11 lb. Clinker-none. Aver­
age amount of other Queensland coal 
used for same journey-4! tons. 

" The stoking was easy work, and the 
vehicles exceptionally clean after the 
run, the coal emitting little smoke. The 
test was macle on 19th September, 1912." 

Colonel RANKIN: You have 8 cwt. of ash 
out of 2 tons of coal. That is 20 per cent. 

The TREASURER: The average amount 
o£ other Queensland coal used over the same 
journey is 4~ tons as compared with 
a little over 2 tons of Mount Mal­
ligan coal. That has to be taken 
into account. Actual tests have shown re­
markably favourable results in regard to 
Mount Mulligan coal. Now, with regard to 
c-oke-and th<J.t i.,. after all. the important 
feature about the Mount Mulligan Coalmine 
-if it i'' a successful coking proposition and 
cheap coke can be got close to Chillagoe, it 
will make an immense difference to that 
district. The hon. member for Bm·rum will 
oaRilv unden•tand that. This is what Mr. 
Ball" savs about the coke, on page 451 of 
the "Queensland Mining Journal" of the 
15th September of this F'ar :-

" There. happening to be an old ben­
zine muffie furnace at the mine, a few 
coking tests of the coals were made dur­
ing the recent visit. I much regret that 
the condition of the furnace dicl not 
permit of an extension of these tests nor 
of a single ash determination. 

" The first test was made on sample 
(8) taken in the Fan Tunnel from the 
11 inches of bright clean coal in the 
bottom seam. \Vhen heated in small 
porcelain crud'ibles, this gave off yellow­
ish tarry vapours, burning with a sooty 
luminous flame, and it yielded a strong 
coke dense in the outer part but very 
vesicular towards the centre. The coke 
produced amounted by weight to 68 per 
cent. of the coal charged. 

"A rough sample (I.) was then ob­
tained fro.m a railway wagon in pro­
cess of being filled. Treated similarly, 
this gave off the same dense fumes and 
a good coke (dense in outer part and 
spongy in central) amounting to 76~ 
per cent. of the charge. An unsuccessful 
attempt was made to completely burn 
off the carbon and estimate the ash, 
which would seem to be without colour. 

" A sample (II.) of very fine powd_er 
blown from the screens on to the rarls 
also yielded a coke; but, because of 
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defective heatmg, it proved to have no 
strength and to be granular in struc­
ture. The yield was 76 per cent. 

" A sample (III.) was then secured 
of the fines (mostly pricking) supplied 
-to the Babcock and Wilcox boilers, and 
rathf'r unexpectedly this yielded a 
slightly friable vesicular coke of fair 
quality. It amounted to 81 per cent. of 
the charge, but presumably was high 
in ash. 

" For the purposes of my advance 
reports, I judged from these rough tests 
that there could be no doubt as to the 
coking qualities of certain of the Mount 
Mulligan coals, and the only point not 
clear was the amount of ash. Allowing 
for the moment that this might be high 
and that some of the coke produced 
from unwashed coal might carry as 
much as 20 per cent. ash, I still thought 
that a market for such coke could be 
found at the Cloncurry smelters. On 
the other hand, it was evident that a 
small amount of sorting would .result in 
a coal, reasonably low in ash, which 
could be depended on to yield a coke 
of ordinary commercial grade, while, 
by the installation of washers, a very 
clean coal could be produce-d ensuring 
a first-class coke." 

I do not think you could get a higher test 
of the quality of coke anywhere, e-specially 
in Queensland. 

Colonel RANKIN : Y on must recollect that 
that report is based on coal taken from 
11-incl1 seam. 

The TREASURER: That only refers to 
the first test. Other samples were taken else­
where, and the sqmming up refers to coal 
taken from a 2 feE't 3 inches seam. I am not 
able to give extensive quotations from the 
report, but I recommend the hon. member 
to peruse it. Here is another quotation on 
page 453-

" From these figures one might reason­
ably conclude, firstly, that insufficient 
care was exercised in mining the coal 
because of the disparity in the ash con­
tents of the face sample and the coal 
mined, and, secondly, that it should 
not be impossible to produce a coal of 
such a grade that H tons might be con­
verted into 1 ton of coke-carrying 
perhaps only 13~ per cent. and certainly 
not more than 16 per cent. ash, the 
basic percentage of cokes formerly im­
ported by Chillagoe Limited." 

And thos<:> cokes were imported from Bulli, 
so that if we can get local coal just 
as low m ash and just as high in 
other qualities, if 1 ton of coke can 
be produced from only 1~ tons of coal 
which compares favourably in the matter 
of quality with that imported at consider­
able cost, we have made a considerable step 
forward towards solving the smelting pro­
blems of North Queensland. 

Now r want to r<:>fer to the reserves in 
Mount Mulligan. This is a matter on which 
r.wmbers have cast some doubt. The hon. 
member himself made an lntNjection whioh 
I think indicated that he believed that the 
reserves were not very extensive. Mr. 
;Ball, in this recent report, says this .about 
It, on page 453:-

"We may then estimate the reserves 
on the leases held by Chillagoe Limited, 
as below:-

"(A) Assuming the 2 ft. 3 in. seam (of 
No. 2) to be continuous under the 

whole of coalmining leases 418, 417, 
398, and 399 (totalling 2,240 acres) and 
to extend under the eastern ha! ves of 
coalmining leases 397 and 400 (total­
ling 640 acres), we have an area of 
2,880 acres; and, anticipating the 
usual recovery of 1,100 tons of coal 
per foot thickness from each acre, 
the seam should yield rather over 
7,000,000 tons. 

"(B) In the steam coal section of No. 1 
seam, the faces expose 4 feet of 
coal, and the yield from under the 
same area should, therefore, amount 
to say 12,500,000 tons. 

"(c) No effort having been made to 
exploit the much larger quantities of 
thinner coals appearing in the sec­
tion given above, calculation of re­
serves thereof is not called for here." 

There is another reference to the same 
thing by Mr. Lionel Ball in his pamphlet 
on the Mount Mulligan Coalfield in 1912, 
after very extensive surveys and examina­
tions of the coal measures. On page 16, he 
says:-

" As far as the exposures go the 
central seam would appear to be un­
important, but both top and bottom 
seams should be workable. There is 
7 feet of coal nearly free from bands in 
the top seam in No. 1 adit, and beneath 
this there is more coal (possibly the 
bottom seam) that mav be worked from 
the same headings. It is risky, in view 
of the small amount of prospecting work 
done, to attempt to estimate the quantity 
of coal to be depended on, but, to afford 
some idea of the possibilities of the field, 
we may, limiting ourselves to a thick­
ness of 6 feet in the top seam and 3 
feet in the bottom which the exposures 
show to be well within the mark,--" 

Colonel RANKIN : That is not 6 feet of 
clean coal? 

The TREASURER : Yes; 6 feet of clean 
coal. The hon. member will find that there 
is 6 feet of clean coal from what is known 
as No. 1 seam and nearly 3 feet from No. 
2 seam, and there are others. 

Mr. FoRSYTH : Are there any bands be­
tween those seams ? 

The TREASURER: Only what they call 
penny bands which come out in the washing 
of the coal. It does not interfere with the 
breaking of the coal. Mr. Ball goes on:-

" calculate on at least 84,000,000 tons of 
coal beneath the 14 square miles of 
country believe-d to be underlaid' by the 
measures-allowing a recovery of 1,100 
tons per foot per acre." 

There are further references which show the 
extent of the field. On page 10, he says:-

" As shown on the attached map, the 
productive measures underlie a.n area 
8 miles in length from north-west to 

south-east, with a width of 3~ miles (in 
the north-western part) to 1~ miles (in· 
the south-eastern part). There is thus an 
area of about twenty square miles that 
we may reasonably expect to be coal­
bearing." 

"As sbown on the attached map, the 
productive measures underlie an area 8 
miJe,, in length from north-west to south­
east, with a. width of 3~ miles (in the 
north-western part) to 1~ miles (in the 
south-eastern part). 'I'here is thus an 
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area of about 20 square miles that we 
may reasonably expect to be coal-bear­
ing." 

I refer to that so that hon. members by the 
frequent rofcnonco to the coking seam of 
2 feet 3 inch,·s in thickness will not believe it 
is a small coalmi'''' that may be ex­
hausted in a few vears. One of the 
i'xperts called upon by the Chillagoe Com­
pany to revort on thott mine stated in all 
~eriousne ,s, in a deputation to l\1r. Barne~, 
who was then acting Premier, and intro­
duced ny mycelf. that there was no doubt 
there w;,s sufficient coal in ·the Mount 
Mulligan coalmine to supply all the possible 
r.ecds of that district for 250 years to come. 
A practical tc't of ihis coal \\as made at 
Chi!lagoe. I want to gi ,-e as much informa­
tion as po•-sible on the coal, because much 
of the otwcess of this proposal depends upon 
the success of the coalmine. Mr. J ackson. 
the Chief Imnector of Mines. who was noted 
for his con~servati \'e opinions, and wh.-, 
always •errs. if he errs at all, on the side of 
caution and wise t>~timate, relates that a 
practical test was carried out under hi,; 
supervision at Chillntroe. 

The SP:KAKER: 01·der! The hon. gentle­
Plan's time has expired. 

HoN. J. A FIHELLY moYed that the 
hon. member be granted an extension of time 
to conclude his speech. 

Question put and passe-d. 

The TRK'~STJRER (continuing): I thank 
hon. members for aliowing me a few more 
minute•. J\1r. J ackson, reporting on the 
r ractical tc·st, says-

" Boiler test No. 1 seam, 6 feet top 
hole-10 t.ms of this cc al-the s-ame coal 
as that used for the first coke test rc­
fel'l·ed to above--was tested at Chillagoo 
for steam-raising purposes on 12th and 
13th N?vember (three tests). Three tons 
approx1ma.: 0ly of the coal (taken separ· 
ately from the fine holings produced in 
mining it, which would ordinarilv be 
kept apart and used for other purposes) 
ga YU Yer.v good results in tnost respects 
(:"Jo. 3 t<Cst); the chief defect being the 
large pcn:entap:e of refuse (ash and 
clinker). 'rho coal burnt somewhat too 
freely in the Loiler in which it wa< 
tried, but it gave an eyaporative effi­
ciency of 6.216 lh. water per lb. of coal 
from and at 212 degrees Fahr., which, 
conside_ring the class of coal, compares 
well w1th 7. 77 lb water per lb. of coal 
from and a.t 212 ciegrees Fain. obtained 
from the 'best screened' Newcastle, New 
South \Vales coal in use at the works bv 
a test made immediately afterward; on 
the same boiler and under the same con­
ditions for comparative purposes." 

A test was made with Newcastle coal, which 
of Aus.tr.alian coal (s considered to be the 
very hrr_~hest · tandard, and comnared with 
that the Mount Mulligan coal -gave a test 
so far as evaporative sufficiency is concerned, 
almost equal to it. That is, for steaming 
purposes this 6- foot seam. according to 
all accounts, is eminentlv suitable for 
all the requirements of that district, and is 
much superior to any other coal in Queens­
land. I say that with all due regard to 
Bowen. Burrnm. ~nd Ipswich. .\nd in 
evaporation efficiency it compares favourably 
with Newcasile coal Then there is the 
other ><eam which for coking purposes is 
almost equal to Ne"castle coal, which, of 
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course, is putting "' very high value upon 
Mount :Mulli;san as a coal and coking pro· 
po~ition. 

Mr. Gr.EDSON: I think it is superior to 
Newcastle coal for coking. 

The TREASURER : I intended to say 
Hulli coal, because the Chillagoe Company 
mo>t!Y used coke from the Bulli district. 
.:1nd it wa:~ ifl con1parison with that cok8 
the test was made. The only other element 
T think worthv of very much consideration 
in connection with this proposal is in regard 
to the possibilities of the district from a 
mining point of vie-.v. Granted that there is 
coke and co.al of sufficient quality and 
cmantity and which can be produced cheaply 
<nou_gh, there ib sufficient mineral resources 
;n the -distric1; to warrant the running of a 
couple of furnaces continually. There is 
1 ot the slightest posoible doubt about that. 
There is no doubt in the mind of any mining 
man in the district that sufficient ore will be 
forthcorning. 'I'hat, of course, is understood 
to apply while met") prices remain at :1 

tcasonable level. I Jo not believe that the 
Uhillagoe smelters could posc,ibly be run 
undt'r pre ,,ent labour conditions with copper 
a! £50 a ton, or !~ad at £10 a ton; but. 
with copper anything over £65 and lead 
wmewhere near £20 and sih·er at a reason­
" ble price. there cannot be the slightest. 
doubt about !he deYelopment of the field. 
At the present time c·opper is over £100 a 
ton. lead oyer £30, and silver 3s. 7d. an 
om,co, and \Yith those prices there is not the 
s~ightest ehadow of doc1bt about the prospects 
of the district I haYe met men from th<l 
:"Jorth within the lasr few weeks, and they 
han' all been talking about the crying neces­
soty for <1 sme:ter. , .. \t the present time 
thr re is not a smeltnr running in the hinter­
land of Cairnc. and it is Yery necessary that 
one should he start0-el in order that ore might 
be sent there instead cf being sent out of 
the district or out of the State altogether. 
Gi ·. Pn ,,nwlters reasonably situated-as the 
Chillap:o0 smr·lters nn•-therc are scores of 
mining- men ... ho woe1ld not hesitate to take 
t' p ditims and lea· es to supply minerak 
copper and lead oro. to those works. Since 
the Chilla:;oe Company closed down there 
has been a good deal of prospecting develop­
m"nt v-oing on. The Herberton field, which 
fer n1any Yf.!al's was known as one of the 
?rcatcst tin-producjnx centres, ha\) no1-v been 
cr>nYcrted into a copper centre. But they 
c<mld not afford to touch any ore under 10 
p2r cent.. and there nxe vast quantities of 
ore between 5 and J G per cent. that would 
py to send to Chillagoc, but which they 
cr,nnot afford tCJ touch now. Probablv some 
of the ores the:v coe1ld not afford to treat 
nndN 15 per ucnt .. if it requires very much 
handling. There are very large propositions 
;n Queensland that would pay if they could 
H'll the ore to some iocal buyer, such as the 
ChillagoP smelter will become, and thus 
bring thG c!Urict into active pro-duction 
again. I want to refer to some of those 
n,ii!ing l_)roposrtions. Mr. Rodda, I think, 
wns one of the most eminent mining 
t>ngjneers activel:v eng-~ged in North Queens­
Inncl. Ife ''as general 1nining manager ot 
ihe ChiJlag-oe Comnanv Ull till the time 
Chi!lagoe closed •dO\,:,.,_ 'since the staff ·of th<J 
(;hillagoe Company \Yas dispersed he was 
asked bv the Railwav Commissioner to make 
a rerori on the mini.ng resources of that dis­
trict. He i-; now e. consulting mining en­
gineer in SydrJGy, and these are a few 
remarks from his repoct. I am quoting now 
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fro!n " Hansard" of last year, page 2547. 
Th1s recJOrt was then quoted bv fhe Minister 
for Railways. Mr. Hndda says-

" Around Boonmoo itself are several 
promising copper shows from which the 
rich ore has been removed, leaving the 
lower g1·ade ore. 

" Petford.-This is the outlet for Barn· 
ford (pro?ucing wolfram, bismuth, and 
n;olybdemte), Dover CaBtle (producing 
tm), and Emuford (producing both tin 
and copper). There is a modern mill 
here, _driven by a suction gas engine, and 
Drushmg the owners' and public stone. 

" The principal production here will 
be copper from the Mount Volk and 
Moore's copper mines. Quantities of 
orE' have been shipped from here both 
to Chillagoe and Southern smelters. The 
Mount Volk .line of lode is traceable 
for several miles, and is consistently rich 
wherever opened. The drawback has 
been the rough country and high cost of 
packing the ore out. 

" From this one portion of the district 
the industry if properly fostered would 
be capable of yielding several thousand 
tons of matte yearly, and giving employ­
ment to 200 men. 

"Mdunt Cardwell.-This is an enor­
mou~ low grade basic copper mine. The 
ore JS perhe.ps too low and too basic to 
treat by itself at present but so valu­
ab~e are its fluxing properties that ib 
pa1d the. Mount Molloy Company to take 
1t by ~ml an? te":m to Mount Molloy to 
smelt m conJunction with their siliceous 
ores. No estimate of tonnage is avail­
ab!€', but to say there are 100,000 tons 
thm:e would be well within the mark. 
It It;; prob~ble _that should railway con­
nectiOn (2,. mile'·) be made th1s ore 
could be railed to Chillagoe ~ith advan-
t:lge. . 

" Mount Garnet.-This mine, originally 
'':orked for copper and silver, made into 
zmc at a shallow d_epth, and operations 
·were suspended. Smce that time how­
ever, great strides have been m~de in 
the metallurgy of zinc so that instead 
?f being, as it was, a g~·ave deterrent, it 
IS now a most valuable factor; so much 
;;o that at Broken Hill it is doubtful if 
the mines. would be working to-day ex­
cept for 1L presence. ]\fount Garnet 
po>"3' es. an immense body of zinciferous 
ore, estimated at three-quarters of a 
million tons, running from 16 per cent. 
to 30 per cent. zir:c, while the quantity of 
ore under foot Is unknown, as ib was 
only opened to a shallow depth. Never­
theless, there is 8n immense and solid 
body of ore going under foot. Should 
concentrating work_s be established, using 
one of the flotatJon processes now in 
general _use at Broken Hill, a concen­
trate m1ght be made, containing from 
45 to 48 per cent. zinc. This product 
wou]d, as at Broken Hill, be shipped for 
formgn _treatment, thu;; ensuring a large 
populatiOn at Mount Garnet and a heavv 
railw:<y , traffic in concentrates and 
supphcs. 

Then he refers to Mount Lucy-
" This is a large ironstone quarry 

connected by rail from Almaden to th~ 
Chillagoe Company's line. This is one 
of the notable deposits of ironstone in 
Australia, and is now worked only to 

provide iron for smelting, only 2,000 tons 
being broken yearly. It is possible, how­
ever, that later, owing to the quantity 
and purity, an attempt will be made to 
utilise it in a more productive form." 

Now we come to Chillagoe, and Mr. Rodda 
sa vs-

- " This field, though suffering from 
many revf'rses, is still capable of figur­
ing as a producer. Many of the prin­
cipal mines, though now shut down, 
woulcl be producers under improved con­
ditions. 

" A number of shows have been opened 
and worked by local men, and a large 
tonnage ·of ore won, but, hampered by 
lack of capital, the,- have 'been unable 
to do the necessary development work 
that wouJ.d permit of cheap mining." 

Then he goes on to refer to Ivlungana, and 
says-

" In this mine there are roughly 50,000 
tons of good grade ore to be removed 
when the fire i;; extinguished and the 
mine is dmined, which will give em­
ployment to at kast 100 men." 

Referring to the Chieftain Mine, he says-
" Thf' general manager estimated 

30,000 tons of ore in thie mine alone, 
and it is a very small unit of the line 
of reef." 

Mr. l'v1cDermott, the traffic manager of the 
Chillagoe Company, advises that on the 
figures--

,, The :Mammoth Company will easily 
be worth £10,000 a year to the Chillagoe 
Railway, but from my own observations 
I should say their properties give every 
indication of a long life. Within the 
next three vcars Cardross should sup­
port of pop1;lation of 1,500 .. , 

Rc'ferring to the Einasleigh, he says-
" This is the shipping point for the 

Einasleigh min0, the property of the 
Chillagoe Company, which i·s at present 
shipping at the r,cte of 30,000 ton5 of ore 
yearly." 

Then he goes on to refer to other mines in 
the Etheridge district, which, perhaps, I 
could do better by quoting a more recent 
report. This is a report by Mr. A. Linedale, 
who is a well-known mining expert in North 
Queensland, and thoroughly acquainted with 
propositions on the Etheridge. He says-

,, Commencing at Almaden, I might 
mcnticm the argentiferous lead-zinc ore­
body at Crooked Creek. The chief out­
crop so far proved is that opened by 
:'.ir. Torpy on an ore-body of 10 to 20 
feet wide and very similar to the lead 
deposit of Silver Spur, which, as you 
know. is a mine so well developed by 
Mr. Eclgar Hall's company. 

" This Crooked Creek lode is from 
some 3 to 4 miles south-easterly of Alma­
den. 

" Proceeding westwards to the Tate 
River and its watershed, there are many 
copper-bearing outcrops over a wide a.rea 
r<'aching from Mount Cardwell on the 
south to the many partly-tested shows in 
the vicinitv of the Tate Telegraph 
Station. Th.is lot includes the copper lode 
operated bv Fisher Brothers on what is 
known as The Branch." 

Hon. E. G. Theodore.] 
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Then he refers to a number of propositions 
in which the Chillagoe Company was in­
terested-

" Further on, down the Elizabeth and 
Junction Creeks, are numerous groups of 
outcrops, some carrying considerable 
value of silve~-, with copper-lead ores, 
and, so far, little tested except by in­
dividual miners. This group of lode and 
deposil' extends on Einasleigh River." 

Then he refers to McMillan's Creek. He 
says-

" Another lot is that of McMillan's 
C_reek, on the w~stern side, . higher up the 
nver, from whrch the Chrllagoe people 
have treated considerable copper or,•s." 

Then he refers to the Daintree Mine-
" The Daintree Mine is situated some 

di,·tance up the Einasleigh River and 
owned by Mr. MacClennan and mate. A 
lot of prospecting has been done, and a 
large body of copper ore developed. 
During last year a few parcels of ore 
were sent to Southern smelters but with 
present high c~arges of carriage, freight, 
etc., the margm of profit has been un­
satidadory, and the work recently sus­
pended. 

" Mr. ::Y1acClcnnan informed me that the 
lower levels have exposed a large body 
of eulphide ore, and that he has some 
2,000 tons of oxidised ores stacked at 
furface worth about 12 per ct nt. copper; 
also that there are considerable quan­
tities of oxides and copper carbonates 
opened up." 

Then he refer: to the mines that have been 
developed on the Eastern slope of the New­

castle Range at a place called 
[9 p.m,] Teesdale. Considerable work 
. . . has. been done there, and he says 

thrs drstrwt wrll become a very important 
producer later on. He sa.vs-

" Further westwards" are the lead lodes 
of :l\Iosquito Creek area. Any or all 
of th~~e, are likely to produ~e large 
quantrbc-s of ore. Some 40 or 50 miles 
south of Forsavth are the Percv River 
gold and coppe; mines. The chief copper 
ones known are the Ortona and the 
Eight Mils groups. The Ortona has been 
well developed and rich copper and 
silver-bearing ores have been despatched 
for many years past. Recently, a wind­
ing plant has been installed at Ortona 
and the property is gradually being pre­
pared for larger operations, and a con­
centration plant is contemplated, and 
some of the machinery i, already on the 
ground. There are now ten shafts down 
from 50 to 160 feet deep, and some con­
siderable driving done, and about 3,000 
tons of ore stacked at the surface, while 
it is e<timated there has been 15,000 tons 
of copper ore developed, much of which 
carries a 'weight or two of gold and up 
as high a'• 80 oz. of silver has been 
returned for some parcels, while much 
of the ore can b<' picked to go from 40 
to 50 per c~nt. and the. bulk is worth 
10 per cent copper." 

It is not necessary to enumerate all the well­
known copper shows that have been opened 
up in various part< of the Chillagoe and 
Etheridge fields, not to mention the Herber­
ton field itself. On the Herberton field a 
well-known and famous mine has given em­
ployment to a considerable number of men. 
That is the Empress Mine, which has lately 
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come to be known as a very important copper­
ore producer. It is only a quarter d~veloped. 
There are silver-lead mines at :Mount Albion 
Orient Camp, and Stannary Hills, too: 
that have been idle since the Chillagoe closed 
down, and all these shm•·s will become pro­
ducers immediately a furnace is commenced 
at Uhillagoe. That is the prospective hope 
in regard to the passage of this Bill. This 
Bill, which will authorise the Government to 
purchase the Chillagoe and Etheridge rail· 
ways and smelters will enable the Govern­
ment to set alive again that district, be­
cause the company failed, not because of the 
fault of the district, but failed because of 
the circumstances they found themselves up 
against. This immense district is likely to 
give employment to a large body of men and 
support a large population, and, so far from 
my supporting the measure out of any paro­
chial interest, I can assure hon. members 
that nothing is farther from my thoughts. 
I believe it will bring more actual prosperity 
to the districts of Eacham, Cook, and Burke 
than to the Chillagoe district, although the 
Chillagoe district is certainly languishing for 
want of facilities for smelting the ore. ThP 
proposition will not only become a highly 
payable one, but it will bring indirectly to th<? 
Government verv much increased revenue 
over the Cairns ~Railway and through other 
departments and other sources that we know 
all about. I hope the House will pass the 
measure, and that it will become law this 
session in order that the Government ma:v 
t'!.ke immediate possession, and in order that 
the smelters may be started within a very 
few weeks. I want to emphasise that the 
plant is in such order at Chillagoe, accord­
ing to the report of the Mines Department, 
that so soon as a manager is appointed and 
he can get together supplies of coke and 
fuel and other store< that are necessary, and 
a staff of men, he can start operations. OrE' 
is waiting to be delivered. There is ore at 
the plant at the present time ; ore on the 
Mungana Mine, the Einasleigh Mine, and the 
Herberton mines waiting to be shipped to u 
smelter. So in a verv few weeks after the 
pasm.ge of this Bill Chillagoe will be work­
ing as it did in the old da)·s and give em­
plovment to a large bodv of men and gene­
rali.<-· help towards the more rapid develop­
ment of Queensland. 

Colonel RANKIN : I think the Treasurer 
is in ten ,ting to listen to on all occa,ions, 
but to·night he, to some extent, excelled him· 
self in extolling the virtues of the Chillagoe 
<,istrict and championing the possibilities of 
the neighbourhood. It is perhaps a merl' 
coincidence that he happens to represent the 
Chillagoe district in Parliament, which, no 
doubt, give' him an opportunity to !!et a 
clear insig-ht into the mining possibilities of 
the neighbourhood which otherwise he might 
not posse";. One could not help thinking, in 
bstc·aing to his very able speech, th'1t it 
sounded like a chapter out of the "Anbian 
Nighto,," or perhaps, to make a better com­
parison, it sounded very much like a well­
e·dited prospectus of a new mining company. 
But, like mod of these things, it conbined 
one or two weak points. I do not wish, in 
any captious spirit, to adversely criticise 
this proposal, because it is with extrcnw 
dtf!Henc8 t~at one rises to opno,e any pro­
i· d ectlculated to develop ·our primary 
1.·e~ourcos Dr our mineral resources. If it can 
be shown that even in the remotest sense 
these industries will be developed, then it is 
a very difficult matter to oppose such a 
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proposition. But we must not permit our 
cnthusiaRm in that regard to override our 
Juogment. This m~asure must be regarded in 
the light of a plain businesg proposition, and 
it is in that light that we, as an Opposition, 
desire to criticise it. What do we .'ind? 
The Trea<urer tells us that there are grea: 
possibilities there. He has postulated some­
what lengthily as to what might be broughi 
about. If all this richness is there, if 
",]! these rich mineral ores are lying dor­
mant awaiting development, if all these 
enormous possibilities for immediate Wtalth 
production are there, why, in the name of 
fortune, do we find the owners of this rail­
way and the owners of these immense minerai 
lea"es containing wealth beyond the dreams 
of aYaricL~; why is it necessary for a corn 
pany that has invested over a millio:1 of 
money to come to the Queensland Parliament 
Hnd ask us to enable them to unload their 
a·>ds on us at a comparatively small fi'(ure? 

The TREASl:RER : They did not ask us ; 
they protested. 

Colonel RANKIN: I am quite sure, if 
t lte position is as explaine·rl to us by the 
Trea·m·cr, a company of this kind would 
have no difficulty in raising the necessary 
iunds to enable them to carry on in Australia 
itself without going on the English market. 
Does an;·on" mean to tell me that the 1'ames 
aec0ciated with this undertaking W{JUld have 
found any difficulty-judging from the 
Treasurer it was merolv on account 0£ the 
previouq Government 'failing to advance 
J:30,000 that they had to hang up. 

The TREASURER: That was in 1914. 

Colonel RAKKIN: On that account they 
ha·rl to suspend operations, and on that 
account, we now find the company are in 
liquidation, and offering their assets to us. 

The TilEASURER: The company have not 
offered their assets; it was the debenture­
holders .,,·ho foreclosed on them. 

Colonel HANKIN: That is practically the 
same thing. If the possibilities are such as 
the Treasurer would have us believe, then 
surely these debenture-holders, as shrewd 
Lusine-.s men, would not have been stuck 
for a mere £30,000. 

At ten minutes past 9 o'clock, 
Mr. BERTilAM took the chair as Deputy 

Speaker. 
Colonel RANKIK : It wa, only a very 

ohort time after they closed down that the 
metal market recovered, and the price of 
copper, lead, and silver went up too. 

The TREASl:RER: The debenture-holders 
were not getting their interest. 

Colonel RANKIN: Does the hon. gentle­
man want to make this House believe that 
the London people are not just as conversant 
with the details of what is happening in 
Australia ag the Australians themselves? I 
C1n ac,sure him that the men in London know 
what is proceeding at Chillagoe just as well 
as the men in ~1elbourne. The men in Lon­
don know just as well as the men in Mel­
bonme chat the price of copper jumped from 
£60 to £110 per ton. They know the altered 
conditions, and if the position is such as 
h"s been stated by the Treasurer; if this is 
such an excellent proposal, then there is 
something strange about it that these long­
headc·d business men, after having all thio 
timE' to recover themselves, have not 1 a ken 
l"dvantage of the improved position. That 

1s the :hst objection that I have eO the 
propositiJn. I am not vent11ring on any 
dan,;crous ground. I am not posing ~o onP 
who ha" an intimate knowledge of the :Jhilla­
goc field. I have not. I am looking at it 
ir: the light of a plain business proposition, 
and that is what we are asked to do. rwelve 
n.onths has elapsed since this measure first 
came before Parliament, and during that 
time the price of metals has still been high, 
and no effort has been made by these people 
to recover their position. The Bill nlaced 
before us really consists largely of an ~gree­
ment, and, reading between the lines of the 
"greement, one can easilv read into 't what 
I r:tight term the tragedy of mining specula­
tion. We sec here where company after 
company has been formed, the one uoming 
to !hE' rescue of the other, the one throwing 
tlwu fl·oo-d money after bad money, until 
in the end they are unable to go any further 
and unable to find any more capital. The1~ 
they turn round-I suppose they think this 
'' a philanthropic Government-and ask the 
Gon rnment to come to their rescue by buy­
Jn.Q' up ~hejr assets. 

The SECRETARY FOil PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
They were very m11ch incensed about us 
doing- it. 

Colonel RANKIN: Then why did you do 
it? The Secretary for Public Instruction 
does not mea!l to suggc't to me th 1.t the 
G01·ernment m any way coerced these 
rjt'ople? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
The debenture-holders coerced them. 

Colonel RA~KIN: Who He the deben­
ture-hold<'rs ·? The debenture-holders are the 
mPr1 who would have taken it up if it was 
such a good thing as the 'l'reasurcr would 
IikP us to belieYt~. As a matter of 
LtcL they have had enough of it, 
to use· Ynlgar l:mguage. The various 
ac,"otmts of Lmtohl wealth which seemed 
to find expression from the Treasurer's fer­
tile imagination "''idently have not been 
convincing enough to the pQople 'vho have 
already ~1.1nk th~~~r Inoney in ChilJagoo, and 
thnt is whv !hey come eJong and csk ue to 
take it OV(lr. Another ;veak point in regard 
to this Bill is this: We have a good deal of 
information in the scheduln to the Dill; wn 
are told that the asset~ which we arE> asked 
to purchase cover a whole lot of things, such 
as 1Yheelbarrcnvs, broken-dawn "typewriters, 
an.cl ~hings of that kinrl. But rc\<tlly, the 
thmgs th'lt do matter are not CiiVPT! to us; 
they are withheld 'rom us. What I am con­
<>crned about chiefly are the principal assets. 
How about the railwa~'? Wo have no report 
of any expert '" to what the stete of that 
lino is, I'Ve know that the line was built 
twenty years ago. )iow, most of you will 
recognise that a. railway linP, like anything 
0Ise. hag a lifetime: it does not ilr1nrove a? 
vears go by, and for depreciation, I ·suppose. 
4 per cent. to 5 ncr cent. would be a rc•itson­
ablo thing- to allow. If you a!low a depre­
ciation of 5 per cent. for rwentv years, it 
practicallv wipes out the whole rhing. Now, 
what is the stah of that railway line? 

The SECilETARY FOR RAIL WAYS: It i• in " 
good otatc. 

Colonel RANK IX: We onlv have the word 
of the :\Iinister for 'that: we have no expert 
knowledgP. Hn, the :31inistcr himself made 
an inspection of it? 

The SECilETAilY FOil RAILWAYS: Yes, and I 
have experts' opinion on it, too. 

Colonel Ranhn.J 
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Colonel RANKIN: It is not what the 
Minister has; it is what the House has here. 
'>Ye onght to have the information, and we 
haven't got it. We are simply asked to 
accept an assuranc<' that this line is in good 
repair after twenty years, when an ordinary 
commercial firm would he.ve written it down 
to zero. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The Com­
missioner's valuation last yimr---

Oolonel RANKIN: Was something like 
£300,GOO. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: £419,000 
odd. 

Colonel RANKIN: Anyhow, that does not 
very much matter. The permanpnt waY this 
year, you also told us, was something like 
£300,000. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: That is 
rails alone. 

Colonel RANKIN: And the whole under­
taking was estimat£>d at £419.000. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Yes. 

Colonel RANKI_"': That may be; but WP 

have r.ot got the mformation here. \Ye are 
merelv askeJ to take the a"'urance of the 
Minister that that is w. The sa,ne thing 
applies with regard to various other matters 
covered in this agrePnl['nt. We have no 
certificate from anybody that the,•e things 
arc there; that they ha V(~ an.'"~ Pxi~tence. in 
fact. Kow, is that a fair tning? Is it a 
reasonable request to make to this House. to 
come along and <1sk us to expend nearly 
thrt•e quarters of a million of money simply 
on the word of the Minister withou~ anv 
corroboration at all. · 

Tlw SECRETARY FOR RAIL WAYS : Do yot• 
doubt it; 

Colonel RANKIN: I don't doubt the• wol'd 
of the Minister. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Do you 
doubt that the smelters are there? 

Colonel RANKIN: We have no e;-idc•nce 
that there are, any smelters there. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: There is 
the evidence you have got in the agreement. 

Colonel RANKIN: Whc>re is it? There 
is not a certificate attached to the wholP 
undertaking. There is a certain indenture, 
et forrn of agreement~ there is a brief his~ 
tory of the u:Js anr! downs of the Chillagoe 
Oomp~:.ny; but, as far as any evidence of the 
existence of anything is concerned there is 
Hot a certificate of any kind. class. or des­
cription attached to th"e Bill. I have never 
:-Pen such a measure introduced into this 
House bcdorc. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
You have no reasonable doubts, have you? 

Colonel RANKIN : The Minister for Edu­
cation may have no re~sonable doubts. I 
was quite satisfied that when the Minister 
s<lid these things were there he believed 
thev were there. Rut there i6 a b;Binesblike 
and an unbusinesslike way of doing things. 
To ask anv member of this House to believe 
that thP Minister can tell us that all these 
things in this agreement to purchase are 
there, which are stipul<tted to be there, I 
say is absurd on the face of it. I am finding 
fault with the whole system on which this 
Bill is introduced. We are Rsked to pass a 
large sum of money on a propo,ition which 
has been extolled by the Treasurer, hut 

[Colonel Rankin. 

which. so far as actual experience goes by 
the people who have been running it for the 
last twenty vearg, and who are giving it up, 
on the evidence of the Minister for Educa­
tion this afternon, has becm reduced in price 
from £1,000,000 last year to £400,000 this 
year. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
BecawJe the debenture-holders made them. 

Colonel RANKIN: w·hat is the difference 
between the debenture-holders and the com­
lX1nY? Of c·ourse, the debenture-holders are 
the "company for the time being. (Govern­
ment dissent.) 

Mr. Dc;~STAN: The hon. Mr. Thynne can 
give you a c<:rtifioote as to the value of the 
property. 

Colonel RANKIN : I am not concerned 
with Mr. Thynne. I am concerned _with t~e 
measure which has been brought urto this 
Chamber; and I sa:~"· that, notwithstanding 
the excellent speech of the Treasurer, not­
withstanding the laudatory comments of the 
Treasurer, notwithstanding the speecl_I of 
the Minister for Railways, I am not satisfied 
that we are getting a fair dPal for our money. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Is there 
anvthing that could be said from this side 
that would satisfy you. 

Colonel RANKIN: Not necessarily. 
not a questioa of something that is 
What we want is a certificate that 
thin!l's are there. 

It is 
said. 
these 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC !:NSTR"CCTION : 
'\:Ye had them last year. 

Colonel RANKIN: We have not got 'them 
now. For anything we know to the con­
trary, the culverts and bridges along that 
line of re.ilwav mav be washed away. 

The SEORET~RY ~OR RAILWAYS: They are 
not. 

Colonel R.\NKIN: The sleepers on that 
line have been twentv vears laid. and thev 
mav be white-ant e~te~ and rot.ten. The 
life. of a sleeper is not twenty yea~s, and 
the Minister knows it. I am just puttmg the 
ea se as an:v business man wmild put it. You 
ha,-e brought in a measure and have not 
given ns a sing-le certificate of ~nybody. 
The Minister will tell us these thmgs are 
thNc. Is there any certificate of any official 
of your department here? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: What would 
be the necessity for it? 

Colonel RA~~IN: There is every neces­
sity for it. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Of course 
not. 

Colonel RANKIN: Surely 'this House 
v,:ants some assurance, if we are going to 
give the Government £700,000, that we are 
getting something for it. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: And so you 
are. Our officials have checked it. 

Colonel RANKIN: We have the word of 
the Minister that these things are there. He 
believes thev are there. 

The SECR~TARY FOR RAILWAYS: It is one of 
the most ebsurd grounds I have ever heard 
raised. 

Colonel .RANKIN: It mav be absurd in 
the eves of the Minister. But if he were 
dealing with his own money he would take 
good care to have a certificate prepa1·ed for 
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him that they were there. Merely because 
he is dealing wi:th public money he says it 
is all right. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I take my 
officers' assurance. 

Colonel RANKIN: Not only that, but he 
asks us to accept the same thing. I submit 
that we arc justified in protesting against 
a measure of this kind in the absence of any 
information. I am not prepared to question 
the accuracy of the statements of the Trea­
surer. I have no desire to throw cold water 
on anything he said with regard to the 
mineral resources of the North, but I say 
that, so far as the evidence of these resources 
hac, gone, so far as anything we have before 
us is concernecl, it has one word only written 
acrocs it and that is " failure." It is dis­
closed in the tragedy-because you can only 
call it a tragedy-of this agreement we have 
before us. when you see company after 
company coming to the rescue of their pre· 
deccssors, until finally they exhaust all pos­
sible resources and they come to the Govern­
ment and, mfltaphorically speaking, say. 
" For God's sake relieve us of this burden." 
Now, that is the position as it presents 
itself to me, and that is the position as it 
must present itself to any business man. 

The SECRETARY FOR P"GBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
Did you hear the screech they made la~t 
year when we proposed to take this over? 

Colonel RANKIN: Xo, I didn't hear the 
screech. 

The SECRETARY FOR P1;BLIC INSTRGCTION : 
They said we wore confiscating it. 

Colonel RANKI:N: I have sufficient intel­
ligence to know that if the Chillagoe Com­
pany or the owners of this particular com­
modity that 'they are offering-or utility, or 
mine, or whatever you might choose to 
call it-thought it was a good thing, and 
if they thought it was worth more than you 
are giving, I am quite sure the Queensland 
Government would not have the chance of 
getting it. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
Do you not know of an estate in difficulty 
being offered for sale for less than its true 
value? 

Colonel RANKIN: I have known many 
eompames in difficulties and many indi­
viduals. I know if that com:pany or that 
indiYidual pos•essed the assets which have 
been told us hy the Treasurer this evening 
they would have no difficulty whatever in 
raising whatever funds were necessary to 
carrv on. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 'I'hese are 
not moYahle assets. 

Colonel RANKIN: We are referred to the 
etatements of " geologist. I know the value 
of a geologist. Far be it from me to decry 
the work ")f the geologist. I recognise the 
excellent work they have done; but I say 
that geologists are fallible-very fallible. In 
·YJy expPrienc:e of ~hirty years in mining I 
have seen mistake cftor mistake thoy have 
rnade. No one blames them for it. The~ 
(an onlY form CE'rtain deductionS from cer· 
tain evidence. The ,:;Pologist, no more than 
:you or I, can peer into the bowels of th<' 
earth and sav what is there. The Treasurer 
told us these~ statements he was making were 
ahsolutel.v b0yond dispute because they were 
confirmed by geologists~ I say there is in 
my mind a very big doubt. I can realise 
the desire of the Tren surer t<J make the best 
speech he can; but I say this is not a case 
'"here we should allow our enthusiasm for 

any developmental work to cloud our busi­
ne's vision. That is just what there is a 
danger of our Joing. r:l'urning for .a momeut 
rn the second rart of the agreement, dealing 
vith this £90,000 tlwt is being advanced to 
th~ Mount Mulligan Coal Company: of all 
the extraordinary vroposals I have ever 
J.pard brought before any House, I think 
that one certainly caps the lot. Let us see 
rhat are the nctual a~c,cts on which we are 
adwd to mak<) this enormous advance. The 
iand aesetq absolutely are wrapped up in 
something in the neighbourhood of 4,00() 
acres. Now, anybody who knows anything 

e,bout coalmining at all knows that that is 
:: very ,Jnall area if you .are going to work 
a big coallic!d I know Df comparatively 
emall. phces <n my own district where the 
area IS nearly as gre·_tt as that; 'vhere at tho 
close of thirt0' years !hey have travelled over 
ar. "rea ncur]y aJ great as that. And herE> 
we arc acckcd to arh·a',•ce £90,000 on it. I 
speak as a coaln1ining man. 

'fh" SECRLI'~\RY POT~ RAILWAB: Is that all 
we are advancing it fer? 

Colonel RANKIK: :"Jo; but that is what 
.) ou are a,dvarJCing it against. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: ::\o. that is 
c,nly a small portion of what we are~ advanc­
ing it for. 

Colonel RAXKIX: The area of the coal· 
field Dn which you a:p asking us to advanca 
£90.000 is only some 4,000 acres. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I sav that 
that coal area is only a small portion of 
Vv'hat \Ve a.re a<:h anc1ng it for. 

"Colonel RAi'\KIX: I say that £90,000 is 
an Pnorn1ous sum to ad\Tance on a coal pro 
position of this kind. Where does it come 
lil? 

The SFCRF.TARY FOR RAILWAYS: vVhy don't 
vou be fair? \Vhy don't you try to be fair 
nnyway? 

Colonel RANKIN: If the hen. gentleman 
will indicate any sense of unfairnes>--

ThE' SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: There is 
£60,000 of that to go towards the purchase 
and erection of coke evens. 

Colonel RANKIN: I am c<Jming t-o that 
presently. Bur, what is the value of those 
c:.ke ovens to you wium your mineral area 
peters out? What ;s the value of those coke 
ovens on which you are going to spend 
£65.000. when vour coal area is finished~ 
that area of some 40,000 odd acres? 

The SECRETARY FOR HAIL WAYS: vVhy do you 
a8Sume that? 

Colonel RANKIN : Assume what? 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: That it is 

going to be finished. 
Colonel RANKIN ; I am going by the 

area you have to work. Everybody knows 
vou probably would not recover 25 per cent. 
d the coal in that area. I listened very care­
fully to the Treasurer's speech, and while 
he shows therfl is quite a large quantity of 
coal, it is so broken up by bands that only 
a comparativeiy small portion of it will be 
recoverable at all. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
Would that exhaust the coal? 

Colonel RANKIN: It exhausts all that the 
company has got. It does not mean it is 
going to exhaust all the coal in that district. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRCCTION : 
Then the rest of the coal in the district would 
make them of some use. 

Colonel Rankin.] 
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Colonel RANKIN: A man opening up his 
coal will build his own coke ovens. The 

hon. member knows very little 
[9.30 p.m.] about it. In cokemaking you 

have to economise every copper, 
and if you have to carry your raw product, 
the extra handling, in addition to the cost 
of carriage, will practic>tlly put you out of 
court altogether. I see this weakness in the 
proposition-that you are going to advance 
the huge sum of £90,000 on a coal area of 
about 4,000 acres. I am not quite sure that I 
am satisfied at all that this coal justifies it. I 
tried to follow the Treasurer, and I certainly 
came to the conclusion that the searr~ of 
coal was only 2 feet 3 inches thick. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: One is 6 feet. 

Colonel RANKIN : It is not a clean 6-feet 
seam of coal. Before you can tell whether a 
seam of that nature is of any real value, you 
need to have a section of the strata placed 
before you, because if you have 3 inche-' of 
coal, 2 inches of stone, 4 inches of coal. 3 
inches of stone, 4 inches of coal, and 2 inches 
of stone right through the 6 feet there is very 
little in it. 

l\fr. PoLLOCK: Only "penny" bands. 

Colonel RANKI:'-J: I have known "penny" 
bands run up to an inch, and, if you have to 
deal with a number of them, the cost of 
cleaning is simply enormous. It has to be 
hand-picked in many cases, and if you have 
only 2 feet 3 inches of clean coal, it is not a 
very big thing. So far as the quality of the 
coal is concerned, so far as I could gather, 
it seemed to be all right. 

Mr. GLEDSOJ\' : The seam was 2 feet 3 inches. 

Colonel RA2\l'KIN: Well, that makes it 
worse still. The hon. member knows as well 
as I do that a seam of 2 feet 3 inches is 
very expensiYc to work, and he also knows 
as well as I do, that although you may have 
6 feet of coal, a nurr_.ber of bands throughout 
that 6 feet may make it almost prohibitive. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: If you had 
30 feet with bands, it would be worse. 

Colonel RANKIN: No, provided you had 
4, 5, or 6 feet of clean coal, it is all right, be­
cause you leave the rest. However, I do not 
think the Treasurer has disclosed anything 
verv remarkable to induce us to receive this 
pro.position with open arms. There is another 
point. I think the Treasurer told us that 
this area was 8 miles bv 6 miles. So far as 
I can gather that is the area prospected. 
IV ell. if the area is so extensive, why do not 
the Government go in for a coalmine of their 
own? 

The SECRET\RY FOR RAILWAYS: They may, 
later on. 

Colonel RANKI)J: We would know where 
wr, were then, but instead of that, the Go­
vernment come along with a proposal to 
lend somebody £90,000. Is this going to 
be part of the settled policy of the Govern­
ment? If an;:- company happen to get into 
financial difficulties, and come along to the 
Government, are they going to act " the 
fairy g·odrr.other " to them all? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The assets 
are sufficient. 

Colonel RANKIN : It is certainly some­
thing new in the policy of any Administra­
tion when the only justification for making 
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this advance is, as the Minister says, that 
the people have not got sufficient money to 
carry on. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I said the 
assets were sufficiently good. 

Colonel RANKIN : What are the assets? 
Again, we are asked to m·ake this leap in 
the dark. We are asked to advance £90,000 
on the staterr_.ent of the Minister, and a 
schedule showing certain mineral leases 
aggregating about 4,000 acres, 

Mr. GLEDSON : Four thousand and thirteen 
acres. 

Colonel RANKIN : That is all the assets 
the Government have in making this enor­
mous advance, because in coalmining it is an 
enormous advance. I do not know whether 
anything like such an expenditure has taken 
place in any colliery in Queensland. The 
sum of £90,000 is a very large sum of money 
to be expended, outside the purchase of the 
property itself. 

The TREASURER: The whole property goes 
i :1 as security, 

Colonel R.\NKIN : Yes, but the land is 
no• freehold. I could understand it ;f you 
wr·re buying a property at £20 or £30 an 
acre. 

The TREASFRER: How many people have 
tried to sell their mines at a quarter of a 
million? 

Colonel RANKIN: But that covers the 
freehold. You have nothing here but a lease 
extending o: er a fC'w years. And then, with 
the exception of the remarks made by the 
Treasurer. we have no .indication as to the 
minerol ,:alue of those leases. It should be 
here in the Bill. There certainly ought to be 
eo'11e certificates as to what we are buying. 

The TREASURER : That would be ridiculous. 

Cokmel RANKIN: It would be anything 
but ridiculouR. \Ve are asked to accept the 
bald staterrwnt of anybody who comes along. 
I have already gone over that ground. and 
as far ao, I can see we have nothing like the 
information we ought to have, and I cannot 
,riJ anything to justify this extraordinary 
departure of making an advance of £90,000 
for five or six years at 4~ per cent. to a com­
panv who cannot carry on themselves. It is 
a most extraordinary proposal. Of that SUI)l. 

.£60.000 is to be expended in coke ovens and 
water supply. That is a vGl'y considerable 
sum. Is it the intention of the Government 
to make use of the by-products or are they 
sirnply going to make coke? 

The TREASURER: They will utilise the by­
products, if practicable. 

Colonel RA::'fKIN: There you are; we 
cannot ,et anv information about it. It 
sounds t'o0 much like what the " Bulletin" 
calls a wild-cat scheme to suit me. Only 
.£5 000 is being allocated for underground 
de,:elopment, the most important thing of the 
,, hole lot. Any mining man knows that 
when vou are spending £60,000 on your sur­
face i'mp,·ovc•ments and .£25.000 in paying 
some back debts and it leavu you the 
sum of .£5,000 to develop the property--

The TREASURER: They have been develop­
ing for three ~~car~. 

Colonel RANKIN: What is the result of 
it? Nothing. 

The TREASURER: Ascertaining the capa­
bilities. 
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Colonel RANKIN: I presume that the 
.,apabilit.ies mark time with the output. 
What is the output? The Treasurer and the 
Minister do not know. It might be 100 
tom or it might be 10 tons per dav. vVe are 
absolutely in the dark. We know that the 
proportion to be expended in underground 
development i, absurd compared with the 
surface expenditure, and the expenditure on 
ba~k debts. Then we come to another matter 
that the Treasurer made a good deal of talk 
about-that is, the fact that the railway re­
quir·cments arc to be met at 7~ per cent. 
over the cost of production. That, on the 
face of it, seems a very fair thing, but, as 
a matter of fact, it may mean anything or 
nothing. I would much rather have incor­
uorated in the Bill a fixed price. Then we 
know where we are. vVhat is 7~ per cent. 
oyer th0 cost of production? You will notice, 
too. that in that cost of production is in­
cluded royalties, rents, and interest; in­
terest, I C_llppose, upon that £90,000 amongst 
other sums. I say that instead of this proving 
a cheap, economical thing it may prove just 
the opposite. vV e are asked to make this 
[cap in th_e dark, and believe that by agree­
mg to th~s propoml to supply the Govern­
ment at 7 2 per cent. above cost price we are 
getting something cheep. which I maintain 
may prm·e Yery dear coal or very dear coke. 
It would be very much wiser and there 
~hou,Jd be_ no difficulty in having incorporated 
m tne Bill exactly what is to be charged. 
Then we would know where we were. Not­
withetanding the excellent statement giYen 
us by the Treasurer and the sympathetic 
speech of the Minister, I say that this is 
a proposition that will not bear the light of 
-day. Money is scarce. The line is already 
built, and it is not going to settle any 
new countrv. The monev that we have to 
spend might be spent very much better in 
some othor district cr1ing out for a railway. 

:Yfr. ~URPHY (Bur!,>): I intend to sup­
port tlns propm•al, and I am not going to 
traYerse the arguments of the hon. member 
for !Junum and other hon .. members opposed 
to tnc purchc''e of these railways. Kor do I 
propose to paint the Chillagoe district in 
the same ro-E'ate hue in which the Treasurer 
depicted it. I think that right outside mining 
altogether the purchase of these railways can 
be j ustifiecl. 

The SECRI:TARY FOR ~'I.GRICULTURE: Compare 
it with the Burke district. 

l\Ir. MURPHY: The Burke district. like 
the Chillagoe district, is very depressed at 
thP pre<cnt time. A large amount of money 
has been spent in both districts and so far 
as im·estment is concerned, I thi~k th~ Burke 
district has given more to shareholders in 
companies than has ever been given to 
><hareholdprs in companies in the Chillao-oe 
district. However, this seems to be the last 
chapter in the book of the Chillagoe Com­
pany. It is unfortunate that they have 
failed in their enterprise, and I for one 
eincercly regret that the day has dome whe~ 
the shareholders han\ been compelled to 
throw in the towel. But we have to take 
things as they arc, not as we would like 
th_em to be, and although we may sympathise 
with the shareholders we have to deal with 
this rr-atter as a business proposition. It may 
be said that in view of some of the speeches 
which I have made in connection with the 
borrov, ing policy of the Government I am 
somewhat inconsistent in supporting this pro­
posal, but it was before the House last 

year, and I then gave it cordial support, and 
I honPstly believe that the State is justified 
in taking over those railways at the present 
time. As I pointe-d out yesterday, we have 
not to deal with the Etheridge Railway pro­
posal at all. So far as Queensland is con­
cerned, within the next four years it is 
compulsory that the Government take that 
line over. It is compulsory that we take that 
line over, because under the agreement which 
was entere-d into when the railway was con­
structed the Government and the company 
decided to share the loss. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: And the Go­
vernment is paying over £11,000 a year by 
way of interest. 

Mr. MURPHY: I know that. They are 
paYing 2~ per cent. I am not going to agree 
with the Minister for Railways in that argu­
ment in favour of the proposal which he has 
submitted to-night, for the very simple rea­
son that we shall still have to go on paying 
interest on the rrconey, not at 2! per cent., 
but at 4~ per cent. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS; We may 
make the line more productive than it is 
now. 

Mr. MURPHY: So far as the Chillagoe 
Company is concerned, it expended many, 
many thousands of pounds in rnining opera­
tion, in that di-trict. It is unfortunate that 
it, wa' compollC<d to cease operatiOns at a time, 
a- the Treasurer has pointed out, when there 
was a big revival in the metal market. If 
the Go-- ernment start the smelters in 
Chillagoe, which I think it is necessary s_hould 
be done, I believe that that vast mmeral 
area, leaving the Etheridge district out of 
it altogether, in the Chillagoe district ought 
certainly to supply sufficient ore to make the 
railway profitable, and give employment to 
a vcn- large nurrcber of miners. I believe 
if the Government open the smelters at 
Chillagoe that small parties will be forn1ed 
in that- district to work a number of the 
mines. and there is no doubt in my mind 
that the Government proposes to open the 
Einasleigh copper-mine. It has been said 
there are very few men on this side of the 
House who k;}ow much about mining. As a 
matter of fact. there aro verv few men in 
QuePnsland who know much 'about mining. 
There mav be a lot of rnen who think they 
know a !a't about mining. 

Mr. Dt:NSTA:!'!: And there are a fe;v who 
kno:v too much-to their cost. 

:\fr. MURPHY: My experience in mmmg 
is this: that there is a good deal of luck 
attached to making money in mining ven­
tures. I know in goldmining, a cousin Jack 
said, " Whore it be, there it be; and where 
it be. there I beant." And that has been 
the experience of a good number of us. It 
has been pointed out this evening that the 
Chillagoe district, from a mining standpoint, 
is very dull to-day. I recollect, and the 
hon. Mr. Forsyth will recollect also, when I 
went out to the Gulf country some thirty 
years ago, Cloncurry was fairly prosperous. 
The drop in the price of copper shut Cion­
curry down, and for quite a number of years 
there was very little mining in the Cloncurry 
district. I know thev used to bring their 
ore som·o 250 miles 'by horse and bullock 
trams frorL· Cloncurry into the port of Nor­
man; but, anvhow, the drop in the price of 
copper shut Cloncurry down. 

:Mr. DPNSTAN: That was enough to shut 
up the mine. 

.¥ '!'. M urph:v.l 
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Mr. MURPHY: As I say, the drop in the 
price of copper shut up the field, and it was 
not till years after-when there was a rovival 
in mining, when big companies came into 
operation, and the field was brought into 
railway connection with a port-that the 
mining started again. Anybody who has 
studied. mining will admit that to-day Cion­
curry Is a prosperous ·centre, and there is 
no rmson why Chillagoe should not again 
become a prosperous mining centre. The fact 
that ono company has lost a considerable 
amount of money does not for one moment 
prove that the whole mineral resources of 
that district are exhausted. 

Mr. Du:-<STAx: You do not use it to show 
the failure of private enterprise. 

Mr. !\'l:URPHY: In dealing with a mining 
propo'nhon you do not u·,C> it to show the 
failure of anybody. I, recollect the Golden 
Gate' lir:e of reef ~as absolutely abandoned 
by parties of workmg mmers on account of 
the poor rctu!'~s received. They were unable 
to make hvmg out of it. and the whole 
place was clos€'d down for vears. Later on 
No. l ::\orth Golden Gate \Vas taken up by 
1\Ir. Rogcrs and a mate, and as a rc•,ult of 
rir.h returns the whq](, line right from one 
end of the Golden Gate line to the other 
gaYe e1nployment to a large nun1ber of men 
a~1~ gave many thousands of pounds in 
dividends. I think the hon. member Mr 
Collins. will bear me out in that. \Vhc~ 
you are dealing with the business of min­
ing it. is no use condemning a proposal such 
as this because one company unfortuna-tely 
n:ade a f.arlur.e1 but looking at the matter 
r1ght outs1~e mming altogether I think it is 
a very desuable thing that the State should 
aoccjJt the opportunity that has arisen to 
~cquuc th~oe railways. \Ve know the 
Immense area that these railways serve. \Ve 
~now tha~ in those districts the pastoral 
mdustro: 1~ pretty prosperous. There is 
every. likelihood that the stations pnd the 
tra_nsit necessary for keeping the stations 
g<.nng, and for carrying cattle into the 
B1boohra mcatworks and down to butchers 
in C'.'irns and the many other places in that 
distnct m.aY. make the railway !" profitable 
one, and It IS because I believe m the State 
taking over the railways a.t the present time 
that I am strongly opposed to the insertion 
in this agreement of power to the Commis­
sioner for Railways to keep the freights 50 
per cent, above our ordinary rates. When 
these rmlways were constructed, Parliament 
sanc.tioned the clause empowering the com­
pames to charge these extra rates as a. kind 
of guarantee. We know when the Chillagoe 
Company decided to build that railway what 
was the position of that district. It was the 
expPnditure of money by the Chillagoe Com­
pany and the construction of that railway 
tha.t made that vast Chillagoe district so 
prosperous for quitB a number of years. Not 
only did that expenditure help the district 
but we also know what it did for the Cairns 
line, which for man\1 vears had incurred 
a heavy loss in ,,-or king expenses. That 
being so would there be any justification for 
us at the present time refuging the Govern­
ment power to pay £475,000 for the Chilla­
goe Ra.ilway. Of course, I am not going to 
agree with eithPr the Mimstcr for Railways 
or the Treasurer when th<>v talk about not 
having to find any cash. \Ve have to recog­
nise that the debentures which will be issued 
to these companies will mean an addi­
tional interest burden on the people. It 
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is no good our doing the Micawbor business 
and just signing the debentures and sayini 
'·Thank God they arc paid." \Ve have 
simply to recognise that the issue of thoso 
debentures means an increased burden on 
the community, but I say that that increased 
burden is justified b>· the fact thfl.t this va.st 
area served by the Chilla.goe and Etheridge 
raihnl)S will be in the hands of the State, 
and the private control of those railwavs 
will disappear an? consPquently the peop.le 
who have gone mto those outback places 
anct who lnve not the com·cnir>nces of life 
people in the more·settled districts are able 
to obtain will not continue to be left at the 
mercy. of any private company. That being 
/O, I smcerely trmt the. Government will g!ve 
an as~mrancn that this proposal regarding­
tlw 50 per cent. inercaoe \vill be Pliminatecl 
from the a.greement. I think that one of 
thP g-reat objections in the old davs to the 
propoo~l of the Chilla~;"oe Company for power 
to construct that railway raised by Labour 
men of that time was that th<> G~v?rnment 
\\·ere . not on_ly placing a monopoly of the 
r:nn·mg busmeo.s of tha.t vast district in the 
hands ?f. the Chillagoe Company, but they 
wr;rp eJvmg them power to charge 50 per 
C<'nt. higher 1·atcs than we wer<' bE>ing charged 
n,t that time on the Cairns Railwav. Later 
on I ku0w that the rates of farPs and freights 
on the Cairns line were increased by 25 'per 
rent .. and on the Crovdon Rnilwav W" had 
to pa V 50 per {'CUt. more than in tho South. 
At anv rat<', that power was g-iven t.o the 
company as a. sort of g-uanntee thet the 
railway "ould pav. But the guarantee 
grgtem has been wiped out in Queensland. 
and there is not the slightest justification for 
giving the Government power to charge 50 
per cent. extra in thet district. I am sup­
pnrtin~ this railway proposaJ because I think 
when 1t is handf'd m-er to thfl Commissinrw'· 
!h" Gm·;rnm.<'nt. w_ill assist the mining 
mdnstrv m thrs drstrwt, as I presume it pro­
poses to dn. J bPlieve therfl is a greater 
chano<' f<>r thf' development of the Etheridge 
and Chilla~;"oe districts when the railwav is 
eontrolled bv the Statf'. I understRnd therA 
has been " iond deal of criticism with re!.-ard 
t0 the £95,000 which is tn he advanced bv 
the Government to the Chillao:oe Comnanv 
in connedion with the development of tho 
Mount Mulliga.n coalfif'ld. I agree with the 
TreamrPr that if anvthing is to be done in 
the wav of attempting to rPvive mining in 
tlw Chillag-oe district the first <'csential is 
that th<'re should be ensured for the smelters 
cheap fuel. Consequ<'ntly nob0dy can really 
take anv exception to th0 action of the Go­
vPrnmcnt in coming to the assistance of the 
Chillagoe Comnanv. We have to recollect 
that so far as North Quecml:md is <'Oncerned 
the shareholders in the Chillagoe Company 
have spent a verv large sum of money 
indeed in prospecting and developing that 
district. and I am sure that nobodv who 
l!ives the matter anv reasonable con.sidera­
tion will tak" <'xception to thf' action of the 
Goyernment in comin~ to their R~sist'1nC'e at 
thc present timf'. The sharf'holders in that 
comnam· have lost evervthing. ~o doubt. 
as the· Treagurer pointerl 'out. some of 
the early shareholders of the company may 
have neade some monev as the result of tak­
ing advantage of the share market. 

Mr. O'SuLLIVAN: It was over-capitalised 
in the first instance. 

Mr. MURPHY: It is too late to deal with 
the question of whether the capital was too 
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large. Evidently the final result shows that 
there was an insufficiency of capital. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: It was over-capitalised 
in the first instance. 

Mr. MURPHY: I arn not goino- to entE>r 
~nto an .argument with regard to that. I am 
JUst trymg b show the House that I heliev' 
it is in the interests of Qu~ensland that the 
opportu.nity which haiS arisen ehould be 
taken advantagE:, uf. 'We know that last 

year op[lositicn was :<hown to the 
[10 p.m.] [lroposal because it was thought 

. th<lt the Government had t{lkcn 
a rathC>r mean advantag-e 0f the Chillag-oe 
shareholders when the Premier entered into 
an arrang~ment with the debenture-holders 
in London. But that phase of the quution 
has now di,,l[lpcared. An agreement has 
been <trrived at between the v<lrious com­
panies intercstr;d in the Chillagoe 11ropcrties 
and the debenture-holders, .l.nd also the Go­
vernment, so no exe~ption <:an no\v he taken 
on the score that the Government are not 
dealing fairly with th,, sharcholdPc" in the 
Chillagoe Company. vVe haYe to recop:nise 
also that. so far as thn far Northern 
part of Queensland i3 concerned it is very 
.desirable th·u any Governm<mt 'should give 
assistance in order that ·it m•ay 'become 
p_opulated. I have _always taken 'exception, 
smce I have been 111 thi~ Chamber. to the 
criticisms which have fallen from som.' hon. 
men1bers re~arding the a~.,istanro "\vhich has 
been giv"n to the mining industry. We 
have to recollect that the mining industrv 
has done a great deal for Queensland, and 
I am one of those who believe that it will 
continue to do a great deal for the State. 
yve know that whet1 mining was prosperous 
111 the Chillagoe <lisb·ict the railway was 
profitable. that employment was given to 
a ).orge number of .men, and I honestly 
beheve that the purcll a se of these railw<tys 
by the Government will tend to improve the 
conditions in those districts. The miner goes 
out in~o the back country nrospecting; he 
opens It up, and frequPntlv lives under very 
adverse conditions, and th~ State of QueBns­
land can well afford to assist those who will 
try to redevelop the Chillagoe district. There 
is no reason whv the State should not assist 
the Chillagoe Company in this matter of 
fuel. We may take e~ception-as the hon. 
member for Bqrrum did, and as I do-to the 
agreement which has been entered into in the 
matter of the price that is to be paid. 

Mr. WELLINGTON: You opposed the pro­
position in the first instance. 

Mr. MURPHY: At the time the Chillao-oe 
Railway passe<! through this Chamber~ I 
did not happen to be a member of Parlia­
ment. In those days ' I never thought I 
would be a member of Parliament; and the 
men who represented Burke at that time 
were Mr. Sim, who represented Carpen­
taria; Mr. Hoolan, who represented the 
Burke; and Mr. W. H. Browne. who repre­
sented Croydon. 

Mr. WELLINGTON: You had a paper in 
Croydon. 

Mr. MURPHY: Yes. and I was sunport­
ing Mr. Browne, and for th<l inl'ormation of 
the hon. member I would [Joint out that Mr. 
Browne voted against the Chillagoe proposal. 
and assisted in that m£>morable stonewall 
against syndicate railwavs. and hoth Mr. 
Sim and Mr. Hoolan had to get out of the 
Labour party for sn[Jpor•ing- syndicatP rail­
ways. I think th<lt what the hon. member 
is trying to get at is the Etheridge Railway. 

1917-8 L 

He wishes to say that I was one of those 
who. supported the Etheridge Railway. I 
re_ahsed that, so far as the Etheridge dis­
~rJCp was concerned, it needed a railway 
If It was to be developed. I was hope­
ful that the construction of that rail "'ay 
would. h!lve )1roved very beneficial indeed to 
the m~mng industry. It is unfortunate that 
the railway has not b£>en a profitable invest­
ment f_or the Government. I do noc sUpYJose 
there IS any need to ent•cr into the historv 
of the Chilla_goe or Etheridge Railways at 
the present hmo. All tbe thinQ's which lhe 
Labou• party ~ad against the Chillagoo Rail­
way_ have disappeared.. The great cry 
agamst the 5G per cent. mcrease on Govern­
ment rates has disappeared, because we find 
the present-day members of the party, who 
so vwo.rously stonewalled that pro[lo,al when 
tho railway proposition was introduced by 
the then Liberal Minister for Raihmy& are 
nov &itting behind the Government. ' and 
ready, I suppose, to vote for even· clanse in 
the agrooment. I am votin<r fo"r the Bill 
hocans~ I b·Jiieve it is in the intPrests of 
Queensland that the railway sho11ld be taken 
ov<'r. I Pm ynting for it because I believe, 
if the Governm<mt obtain possPssion of the 
railwa)_', the Chil!agoe Company having be­
co_m: msolvent, there is a possibility that 
mmmg- may be revived in the district. I am 
not advocating th<J.t the Government '"hould 
rush in and spend huge sums of money just 
for t.he purpose of saving the minino- indus­
try in that district, but the ~Govern­
ment should give ver.v oo.reful consideration 
to every proposition for reviving mining in 
tha~ centre. I hope thN_e will not be any 
dell ber3;te waste of pubbe money, b!'cause 
anv deliberate waste of public monev simplv 
falls back upon the great mass of wage­
E·arners of thP St-ate. But th-·re is no reason 
why a State like Queensland-bad and all 
as its needs are at the present time, hard 
and all as it is to obtain loa.n money-should 
not be able to devote a reasonable sum to 
ensure prospecting in that ·area, or assist 
parties of men to dov<>lop some of the mines 
which have been closed down because of tlw 
failure to eecure capital by the Chillagoe 
Company. That being so, I give this pro­
posal my cordial support, ltnd I sincerely 
trust, if the Legislative Council on this 
cocasion a!;reo to the passaf5e of the Bill. 
that all the good th;ngs which have heen 
predicted by the Treasurer will be forth­
coming. I do not profess to be a jndge. 
but the only way to prove whether a mineral 
area is any good i~ by spending; money to 
prospPct it. You can talk about geologists, 
mining engineers, and mining experts as 
much as you like, but the only way to prove 
a minera.l aroo is to get down into the 
ground and thoroughly prospect it. There is 
no doubt from the financial aspect of the 
State and from the finanoial position of the 
world to-day, that there. may be some justifi­
~ation for a criticism of such a proposal at 
this time. but I would poi.nt out to those 
who cJ"iticise it from that view thot we hav<> 
to realise that if we do not accPpt the oppor­
tunity which is given us to-day to securE' 
these railways, it may nass aw{ly. Some 
hon. members have said if we allow the 
matter to g-o on for another vear. or two w€· 
may be able to purchase thE>sO railwavs at a 
much less nric<> than we are paying to-day. 
I do not think that is a fair standpoint from 
which to view this question. ThP closing of 
the Chillagoe work' :11as made things very 
depressed in that district, and the purchase 

11fr. Murphy.] 
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of the railway and a little as:<istance to min­
ing may make the Chillagoe district the 
thriving place that it was a few years ago, 
and I sincerely trust that such will be the 
case. 

Mr. FORSYTH: I am somewhat pessi­
mistic in regard to this proposal, although we 
have had a most excellent speech from the 
Treasurer from his particular standpoint. 
'I'here is no do11bt he gave us a good deal 
of information; he must have gone to a 
great deal of trouble in preparing his speech, 
and he is very optimistic. But we must 
not forget that the Chillagoe Company-a 
'<'Ompany run by some of the ablest men in 
mining in Austra!ia-after twenty year, of 
r.1ining, and after having spent an enormous 
:oum of money, coulod not make a success of it. 
I admit that copper was at a very much 
lower price than it is now. But does it not 
seem reasonable, seeing that the machinery 
was th'lt"l, that they wouJ.d have made some 
att0mpt to work it at the present juncture, 
with the price of copper so high, and thereby 
retrieve some of the money which has been 
lost, b<1t not one single effort has been made. 
If these people, who knew their business, 
had been under the impression that they 
could have made that mine pay, they would 
have started these works again and have 
given employment to a large number of 
people. My idea is that the bulk of the 
good ore belonging to the Chillagoe Company 
has been worked out. I have seen men who 
have worked in the Chil!agoe mines, and they 
sav that the minoo have been worked out, 
and that there is no good nre left. The 
Treasurer inferred that we had large copper 
companies in Queensland at the present time, 
pv,rticularly in Cloncurry, who had t-o pay a 
very much higher price for coal than the 
Chillagoe Company have to pay, and that 
they had been able to pay ,dividends to their 
shareholders. The Mount Elliott and Mount 
llampden mines have been able to pay, for 
the simple reason that they are working 
high-gra,de or<'. We know the Chillagoc mine 
was not a high-~rade proposition, and all 
the ore of a high-grade nature has been taken 
away. Kow, we are asked to spend a great 
deal of money in purchasing these properties. 
It is quite true that we will have to find 
the Rtheridge money in four years' time, but 
on that money we are only paying 2~ per 
cent. Vve will have to pay 4~ per cent. on the 
£475,000, and that represent,, £20,000 per year 
which is apart altogether from the Etheridge 
Company, and if you a,dd the amount re­
quired for the Rtheridgc Company it means 
that over £30,000 per year interest will have 
to be paid no matter whether the mines 
pay or not. And then they have £90,000 
which is going to be advanced to the Mount 
Mulligan Company; and we know, according 
to the agre.:>ment, that it is going to be 
paid back ,in fiv<' years. ,Suppose they 
<<1nnot pay it back? Do os the hon. gentle­
men think they will be able to? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Yee. 

J\Tr. FORSYTH : Of course, he does; he 
was bound to say that. I have very great 
doubt ''bout it, as a matter of fact. The 
Treasurer has told us that when the mine 
closed d<r<:n the Chillagoe Company has been 
making a profit on the line of .£12.000 after 
pnyin[< working expenses. That had nothing 
vchatever to do with the interest upon the 
railwa:n. 'l'he interest on .£400,000 or 
.£500.000 at 4 per N•nt. or 5 _per c0nt, would 
be double that amount. When you take 
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into account the intere?t charges, the line 
is losing h0avily. There are a good many 
companies that are going to get well paid 
out of this. I see that £15,000 is going to the 
Bank of Australasia. There is also another 
mdter in connection with the Etheridge Com­
pa_ny, in connection with the Mount Mulligan 
Mme, of £90,000. The Government say that 
the money will be wanted as required. That 
is all right ; but how is it going to be 
required? If the hon. gentleman will refer 
to the agreement in connection with !Y1ount 
J\Iulligan he will see he has to find a good 
deal of mon0y at once; a considerable 
amount has to be paid whether he likes it 
or not. That .£60,000 is supposed to be for 
development of the mine. Then there is a 
sum not exceeding .£25,000 for discharging 
the present obligations of the company, in­
cluding interest on debentures. In other 
words, this £25,000 has to he paid straight 
awav. It is not a que,tion of advancing 
.£5,000 or .£10,000 at a time; they are going 
to advam·e £25,000 straight away to wipe 
off that liability. There is another £15,000 
in connection with the Bank of Australasia. 
All this i,, to wipe off a good many old 
accounts. I think, myself, we are entering 
into something that we don't understand. 
'I'hey have only got the money for five 
years. If at the end of that time they fail 
to pay, what is going to happen? I suppose 
the Government will go in and take posses­
sion'? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The Govern­
ment are well secured. 

Mr. FORSYTH: I have no desire to say 
a single word against endeavouring to ascist 
in any vay any fail' railways in North 
Queensland ; because we all know how the 
country is at the present time. These com­
panies were reformed and reformed again 
and again, until I believe there has been 
£1,500;ooo lost in connection with the Chil­
lagoe Comnany. vVhat guarantee have the 
Gcwernment got with regar,d to its paying 
when .it comes under the Government? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Becaus<' 
there will he no boodling under Government 
control. 

Mr. FORSYTH: ~Whether there is or not, 
the fact l'f'mains that this company has lost 
a hug-e sum of money. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Not in de­
velopmental work; floating and refloating 
and all the rest. 

J\1r. FORSYTH: Of course, enormous sums 
of money have been spent in development 
work. 

The SECRETARY FOR' RAIL WAYS : I say that a 
large amount of the loss was not money 
spent in d!'velopment work. 

Mr. FORSYTH: There was a great deal 
spent in development, I have been on some 
of the properties, and have seen the develop­
ment going on there. and have seen the hugE' 
amount of money spent in furnaces and other 
appliances. The point I want particularly to 
refer to is that the whoie of this business is a 
pure gamble. If you can get the ore and it 
is rich enough, it will be all right; but I 
don't think it is a wise thing for the Govern­
mE'nt to go in for a gamble with .£500,000, 
J~600,000. or £700.000 belonging to the people 
of Queeneland, The hon. gentleman, I know, 
i& perfectly homst in his belief, and so i& 
the Tre,wurer. Probablv he believes that this 
money is all right; but there can he no 
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guarunteo given whatever. Naturally, being 
the member for the district, he gives a good 
report of the whole thing, he is not going to 
toll vou what other people think about it. 
I ha~e discussed this thing with some people 
who have ha·d a great deal of difficulty with 
minb worked by them, and they say that the 
mines are worked out. The general proposi­
tion, so far as the ore is concerned, is a low 
grade. 'l'he mines in Cloncl!rrY would not 
have paid but for the fact that it was of 
such a high grade. 

The TREASURER : They were smelting 5 per 
cent. ore at Mount Mulligan last year. 

Mr. FORSYTH: That may be. The 
reason why these did so well in the first 
instance was because the ore was of such a 
high grade. I have seen ore from Cloncurry 
sent down in bags, going up to 50 per cent. 
'Vhen you get down to the sulphide ore, 
1f it is on the basis of 10 per cent. you have 
got a first-class proposition. Have you got 
that in Chillagoe 1 You have not; you have 
a very much lower grade. I would be very 
sorry to give my sanction to something 
which would mean an absolutely dead loss 
to the country, before very long, of £700,000 
or £800,000. 

Mr. GLEDSO='< (Ipswich): I was not in· 
tending to sa·· anything, but I think it is 
necessary to say a few words owing to what 
has been said from the other side. In the 
first place, I would like to congratulate the 
Treasurer upon the very excellent address 
!J,, has given us to-night, and the very valu­
able information he has given to us in con­
nection with the mineral prospects of ~orth 
Queensland. ~ow, I would like to say that 
I had the opportunity of visiting that dis­
trict, and I was able to see just what this 
proposal will mean to that district. If you 
"cnt through Chillagoe to-day you would 
fancy you could see the word written over 
it "Ichabod "-its glory has departed. 
Chillagoe at one time had all the appearance 
of being a prosperous settlement. We find 
now that it is practically down to nothing, 
and when I was there there were only nine 
men emplo: ed in the Chillagoe, as against 
some hundred, of men who were errcployed 
before. Now, I was looking up a deputa· 
tion from the North that approached the late 
Treasurer (Mr. Barnes), and I see here in 
the files of the "Courier " of 27th February, 
1914, that that deputation was introduced by 
the mem.bcr for Chillagoe (Mr. Theodore). 
It consisted of two very prominent men there 
-Mr. Torpy and Mr. Mayers-Mr. Mayers 
representing the big commercial interests, 
and the Chambers of Commerce of Cairns 
and other towns. Now, this is what they 
have to say in connection with that district-

" Mr. Torpy said: The Chil!agoc 
Company never had been able to work 
profitablv owing to the high price and 
the indifferent quality of fuel available. 
It treated about 1.000 tons of ore per 
week. It is estimated that when the 
coke from Mount Mulligan was obtained 
n saving equal to 6s. per ton of ore would 
be effected. If the Government advanced 
the r:10nov required by the company, the 
loan rrcight bP made a first charge on 
tlw saving effected on the coke. The 
coke now obtained from New South 
\VRlcs, wh;ch did not come up in suffi­
cient quantities or regularly, cost £3 15s. 
a ton. He was not there as an advocate 
for the com.pany He had been mining 

in Chillagoe for thirteen years, and had 
sold the company 100,000 tons of ore, but 
now he had been definitely advised that 
the company would take no more ore." 

Lc,ter on, he said-
" He supposed about 1,000 men got a 

living through the Chillagoe Company, 
and the companies which supplied ore 
to it. A highly specialised body of men 
had been got together from all parts of 
Australia, and if they were dispersed 
they would not be likely to come back 
again." 

It says there that 1,000 men were employed 
there at that time; but when I visited it 
this vear there were only nine men em­
ploved. :":"ow, further down, Mr. Mayerd is 
as)i:;_,d a question by Mr. Barnes. It is as 
follow':-

" Mr. Barncs: If anyone carrce to you 
for a loan of £30,000, would you be pre­
pared to say, ' It is all right; I do n'?t 

ant any assurance or guarantee that rt 
is going to be paid.' 

" Mr. Mayms: It all depends on the 
circumstances of the case. If it was a 
cade of the Chillagoe Company, which 
had taken over barren country, built 
railways. settled towns, and spent 
£5,000,000 making the district a good 
asset for the Governm.ent, I would say, 
'You can he. Ye that £30,000,' if I thought 
it was gain!{ to carry them on. The 
Government have on numerous occasions 
come to the assistance of settlers and 
others." 

::\1r. Barnes, in replying, said-
" He would place their views before 

the Cabinet, but he did not hold out 
any hope of their requests being granted. 

"Mr. Torpy (rising): I consider this 
deputation has been beautifully shunted 
out on to a side track. 

"Mr. Barnes {severely): Now, I won't 
have any insults. You take your chair. 
I won't allow a man to insult me in 
my office. 

"Mr. Torpy: I will go out quick 
and lively. You can't interpret it into 
an insult by any specious way what­
ever. 

" The deputation then thanked Mr. 
Barnes and withdrew." 

='<ow, that shows you how the late Gove_rn­
rnent met these mon whey they were trymg 
to do sorrcething for that district. That 
shows that that company has spent over 
£5.000,000, and that there were 1,000 men 
employed; and now they are practically 
down to nothing at all. Now, I had the 
opportunity of coming in contact with 
severfll gentlemen there in connection with 
mining. There was Mr. Lindale-I think 
he· is a brother-in-law to Mr. Moffatt. one 
of the parties to this agreemcnt-Mr. Frew, 
:Mr. Reid (manager of the Irvinebank Com­
pany), Mr. Brown, Mr. McDonald, and 
others. Those men are working those mines 
up there, and they are able to tell you >··hat 
you are not able to see yourself, as to pros­
p<"cts of the mineral fields of the North. 

2\Tr BARNr8: Yon ore killin7 the Treasurer'? 
argnmPnts. Y011 inforrned us that the. com~ 
nany lost £5.0u0.0CIJ. ancl you ask us to go 
jnto a Vr'nhue of that kind. 

::\11'. fiLED!':Ol\: 1 :tm pointing out that 
the Chillagoe Compan:· spent £5,000,000 in 

Mr. Gled8on.] 
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that district. I de. not know what retmn 
th0y got. I do not say they lost it. The 
r:roposal befocG liS >eems to have been 
loP.t sight {)f [Jy SOlYIE' Opposition membnr~ 
This is a nronn»al to l:1ke over the Ch;lla:'oe 
Railway. c I· t~avell2d over the railvdv 'at 
the beginning of :his year, and it w·is in 
a goou cond1tion the:n. T do not know 
much abo11t the .II:theridge Railway. I 

consider that. the railway ito8lf, 
!10.30 p.m.~ apart frJm any other considera-

tion, iH a good propositi.-~n, it 
\Vould pa:v in ih)clf v jthout anything else. 
\Ye find that the deoenture-holders will not 
ach·ancl! any further money to develop the 
111ine, and tbe ccnr..pa~1y had to close do1.;vn 
'I'ho comp~n.v asked t:ho Government to ncl0 
them over their difiicultios, but the Trca­
»urer (1\Ir. Barncs) refused to help them. 
In consequence, 1,000 men were thrown out 
c·f Oil1llloy1nent, an·J the district suii:crcd. 
'l'his agreement, if 1t does nothing more, i.' 
bringing the rail·:.:cc·"' into the hand, of 
'he peol>l<' theme "1 .,-cs. AloLg with other 
hon. l11C'rnbCJ> ,:ho huve made it their busi­
ne::;3 to go up to the })lace and find out the 
lCLlditions, I an1 sati -fied that the acquisition 
of thcsP r1.ilways i;) a good proposal, and 
1 here al'(~ other consi.lc·ations. Provision has 
1J2en 111ac1e ~or the: cuployntCnt of n1cn and 
fvr tl•o dcvchpment of th<- industries of the 
St:1te. When the pastoral industry and the 
dairying indmtry have failed in times past 
we have h :cl to de1oend on the mining indus­
try trJ bring us out' oJ the rut and practically 
kPrn the t_!,-11~0. front jn~olvencv. There is no 
bettCI' waV of fosterillg the mining industry 
than by ·aecepting this agreement to tak0 
owr the rights of the Chillagoe and Ethe­
J·'clgc railwayd. to hdt> the people there, and 
to got the (;h;llagc"' f'melters into operation 
again, The result of the starting of the 
omelters will not be simply to help the com­
p,ny or the big mines; there are hundreds 
uf men ·"·ha have he en working for years up 
t !>ere on small sho ,vs, and trying to make 
un existence rtnd if the smelters were started 
it would enable them to make a good living. 

D0aling with the coal proposal, the hon. 
mc>mber for Burrum said that a 2 feet 3 
mches seam could not be worked success­
fully. 

Colonel RM;KIN: I did not say that they 
could not be worimd successfully; I said 
+hey could not be worked ec<momically. 

Mr. GLEDSON: Working on scientific 
iines, you can rret more coal out of a 2 feet 
3 inches seam than vou can out of a seam 
3 feet or 4 het thick worked on the system 
in operation at Burrum, where they get about 
40 per cenL of th,: coal, and leave the rest 
in the pillars. 

Colonel RANKIN: The system is determined 
by the roof. 

Mr. GLEDSON: It does not always de­
pend upon the height of the seam. The hon. 
member for Burrum said, "Fancy £5,000 for 
cieveloping a mine!" but in that mine there 
:s a big bluff, and the tunnel has been 
driven right into the bluff; they had to go 
wme considerable distance before they could 
op~n up the mine. They have made arrange­
ments to secure the whole of that 2 feet 
3 inches seam of ckcm coal. They are going 
ro work it on the long wall system, to take 
the whole of their face together. They will 
be working an equal amount of stone, which 
will go back to huild up their gobs, and 
~.he whole of the co.1l will be extracted and 

[Mr. Gledson. 

cut out iu one operation. None of the 
rnines in the Burrun1 district are working 
unclf'r that sy tem. 

Colonel RANKIN: I have seen mines work­
:ng under that sy;,te.n forty years ago. 

Mr. GLEDSON: That may be so. A 2 
feet 3 inch''' "0am, the whole of the coal in 
which you get out, is equal to a 4-feet seam 
">f which you take only 50 per cent. out. 
'l.'he Xo. 2 ;;cam np there has bends in it, 
but it is :Jcin:' worked successfully. They 
an' able to work it at a fairly reasonable 
··ost, and it ha, pro; ed very good as far as 
their tPst in cokemaking is concerned. The 
LF in trouble in the :'\orth is the question 
'~f fLwl, 'l!ld, if th"Y ~ar c vercome that diffi­
<'<!1t_v an:! secure cob, of a good marketable 
;malitv ;n the ::';'orth. it will mean the mak­
-iH!{ of the n1ining :industry. I think it woull 
lw )wttcr if the Gwcernmcnt guarantee·d the 
£60.000 at the bank; th0 Gowrnmcnt guar· 
r•de0 is all that shonld be asked for. 

Colonel RANKIN : Who is going to pay the 
guarant0A? 

:Mr. GLEDSO:::\: The ones who pay the 
guarantee are the ones who work the mines, 
w long as they are .able to work them 
snccessfu1ly. Against that guarantee, they 
haY(' the whole of the assets-the whole of 
the mine and the whole of the plant, includ­
ing an up·to-date electrical plant which works 
the whole of their plant and lights the town­
ship of Mount ;ylulligan. It is the intention 
of the company, when this money is gum·an­
teecl. to employ something like 200 hands 
iu that mine. At present, there are about 
forty or fifty. We find that the qnes+ion of 
pxpending £60,000 on coking-ovens , __ " -~~-­
mentioned. It is not the intention to put 
down a coking plant such as that they have 
at Howard. I suppose that is as far as the 
mi:1d of the hon. member for Burrum goes. 

Colonel RANKIN: I have seen more coke­
works in a day than you have seen in all 
your life--the biggest works in England. 

Mr. GLEDSON: I am not going to dispute 
what the hon. member has seen. I dare say 
he has seen some funny things in his time. 
(Laughter.) 

Colonel RANKIN: You say my own experi­
ence extends to the cokeworks at Bun·um. 

Mr. GLEDSON: I did not say anything 
of the sort. I said that the hon. member, 
when disputing this amount of £60,000, could 
see no further than the cokeworks at the· 
Burrum. I have no right to say anything 
about his experience, or what experiences he 
ha" been through. He knows them better 
than I do. We know that no coke-ovens in 
Queensland are established on up-to-date 
lines. The system in Queensland, of burning 
coke in out-of-date ovens, has secured only 
60 to 65 per cent. of the coal. In up-to-date 
ovens the amount recovered is 72 to 75 per 
cent., sometimes up to 78 per cent. In 
addition to chat, the whole principle is that 
the loading and unloading is to be done by 
electricity, so that it may be done economic­
ally <>.nd produce coke at the least possible 
cost. That is the only way in which it can 
he clone successfully. I would not have 
F.poken at all had ft not been necessary to 
disabuse the minds of some memhers of the 
Opposition of the belief that the Government 
wBrf' attemptin~ to do anything but what 
would he a good hargain for the State, and 
I say it will be a good bargain to get the 
works started, to get some thousands of 
people employed in North Queensland, not 
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only from an industrial point of view, but 
'from the point of view of defence. It is neces­
sary that the Government should launch out 
and see that the people are settled there, and 
this proposition will go a long day towards 
that. After all, the rails and machinery there 
would pay for the whole amount without 
anything else. 

Mr. MUBPHY : Machinery on an old 
mining field is not much good. 

Mr. GLEDSON: The machinery on the 
Chillagoe fiel.d is good. It is ready for 
immediate use. I took particular care to 
go round it; the manager went to no little 
trouble to show it to us. 

Mr. MURPHY: I am not arguing that this 
machinery is bad, but on an old mining field 
machinery is not too saleable. You have 
the Mount Chalmers experience for that. 

Mr. GLEDSON: We are talking about 
Chillagoe. I think the hon. member knows, 
that the works are at Chillagoe, and the 
mines are at Girofla and other places. He 
knows that better than I do, because he has 
been there oftener. ~'e want to impress on 
the Opposition that we want their assistance 
in this matter. Every member ought to get 
up in his place and applaud the Government 
for their attempt to get the industries started. 
They ought to help us all that they possibly 
can instead of hindering us, and we appeal 
to them to give us all the help they can, 
because we know that, although we may carry 
it here, we want their assistance to carry 
it in "another place." We want the measure 
through at the earliest possible moment. so 
that it will be a goo-d thing for the people 
of Queensland~and, when I say that, I in­
clude both the Government and the Oppo­
sition and their supporters. We want to see 
the North develop as it should. There are 
other things I could deal with, but I think 
the good sense of members opposite-after the 
excellent speech of the Treasurer-will lead 
them to see that this is a good thing for the 
Government; and if it is a good thing for the 
Government, it is a good thing in the in­
terests of the people of Queensland. 

Mr. BARNES: The hon. member for 
Ipswich was certainlv right in making the 
reference he did to the speech of the Trea­
surer. I was aln1ost convinced, " almost per­
suaded," to believe in the case he made out. 
but hoW<'Ver much I may have been impressed 
by the 'Treasurer, the speech of the hon. 
member for Ipswich has discounted pretty 
well every good point made by the Treasurer. 
\\That could be more condemnatory of a pro­
po,al such as that which has been brought 
furward than the bare statemE>nt made by 
the hon. member for Ipswich that no less than 
five millions of money have been expended 
in that district in devclopmg the mines, and 
yet to-da.y the whole country is bankrupt, 
and we MC asked as a kind of last gambling 
chance to consent to the expenditure of 
another £750,000 to bring to life, in effect. 
what he statC's himself has been for years 
entirely wasted. I am sure that after the 
remarks of the hon. member for Ipswich, no 
S{'nsible man, no sensible bodv of men could 
approve of such a proposal-because he gave 
facts, he is speaking as a man of authority, 
he knows somewhat of what he is talking 
about. Even taking the Treasurer's state­
ment and the statement of the Minister for 
Railwavs. who gave us very fully to under­
stand that even the restarting of the smelters 
would revive the whole of the mining in that 
country, while miners, of all men in the world, 

arc the most optimistic and most industrious 
and will take the biggest risks, yet as a 
further inducement it is necessary for the 
country to come down with a guarantee of 
£90,000. Not only is one inducement found 
necessary to get us to support the Bill, but 
a second inducement, and a third induce­
ment. A great deal has been made of the 
fact that there is a mere expenditure of 
£1,000 necessary in connection with this 
transaction. That seems to be the titbit which 
has been thrown out to hon. members-that 
the only cash to be expended in the mean­
while is £1.000. Every man in Queensland 
pretty well knows Mr. Moffat either directly 
or by repute, and we know that if any man 
in Queensland or Australia could have suc­
ceeded in connE>ction with these mining under­
takings, it "as Mr. Moffat. He had been a 
successful man, a man ardently industrious, 
a man with a complete knowledge of mining 
and enjoying the confidence of the people 
far and wide, and if success was to be 
a.chieved in connection with mining on that 
field, then success would have followed the 
effortq of Mr. Moffat and those associated 
with him. Yet the fact is that the people 
of tho land are showing no confidence in 
this ycnturc> to-day. The hon. member for 
Ipswich intimated that when he was there 
•,ome time ago there were 1,000 people on the 
field. Now there are just a few people there. 
If there was confidence in the various shows 
on the field, the miners would have been 
hanging- on still, but we know that from the 
beginning to the end of the field the miners 
are non est. Nothing has been said here this 
evening that justifies this House more 
thoroughly in rej ccting the proposal now sub­
mittPd than the speech by the hon. mE>mber 
for Ipswich. I should have remembered the 
deputation which waited on the late Trea­
surer some time ago, but 1t entirely escaped 
my memory unti I it "''s resurrected in this 
discus·,ion. Seeing- that our interest charges 
are so heavy at Hie present tim<', I think we 
havP no right to commit thf' country to a 
furthN interrst charge of .£28,000 a year, or 
to commit the countrv to mining ventures such 
as we wonld not enter upon ourselves indivi­
duallv. The Treasurer said we will do 
this thing-. and we will do thP othE>r thing. 
One would like to know who the "we' ·• are. 
Is it the intention of the Government to 
enter upon the business of mining generally, 
and to go into speculations of this kind? 

The SEcRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The Trea­
surer said nothing of the kind, and you know 
he did not say it. 

Mr. BAR~ES: I drew the attention of 
the leader of the Opposition to that very 
staterr:ent. 

Hon. J. TOL'.\!IE : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. BARNES : The Treasurer himself said 

so. 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: He was 

speaking of his transactions in connection 
with the agreE'ment. 

Mr. BARNES : The House should be a 
long way off supporting this proposal, even 
if the Government wish to run a venture 
of this kind. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Are you 
in favour of it? 

Mr. BARNES : Decidedly not, on the 
meagre information before us. I was almost 
convinced, as. I have said, by the arguments 
ot the Treasurer, but other facts have been 

Mr. Barnes.] 
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disclosed. and they almost entirely obliterate 
the convincing arguments of the Treasurer. 
At ~his juncture, when our railways are not 
payu;:tg and when we have difficulty in 
makmg ends meet, we are not justified in 
entering upon a risk which will probably 
add to the deficit for the year. Hon. mem­
bers seem to imagine that because the pro­
perties are to be acquired on debentures re­
deemable in seven years it is a fair bargain. 
One year of the seven years has alreadv 
gone. and six years from now the £450 oob 
;vill ):lave to be met. We may find that e'ven 
m six years from now there will be con­
siderable difficulty in raising the money. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Who are 
the " we " you are referring to now? 

Mr. BARNES : I am referring to the 
country. The country or the Treasurer will 
find exceeding difficulty in raising £450,000 
to take up that loan. Six years will soon 
run by, and the prospects, of obtaining 
money at that time are not too good, and 
on that score I insist that it is not wise for 
this House to seriously consider the accept­
ance of the proposal of the Minister for 
Railways. 

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby): We have a most 
extraordinary agreement attached to the 
Bill, and when one reads that agreement, 
and finds that there have been four eom­
panies registered from time to tirr.-e to take 
up the liabilities of the pr_evious company, 
and that all those compames have failed; 
that a sum· of £5.000,000 has been expended· 
and that £2,000,000 of capital has bee,; 
actually !ost in this vent"!re, one naturally 
asks: Is 1t a reasonable thmg for this House 
to be asked to commit the people of Queens­
land to such an expenditure as is asked for 
in this _Bill? It is a funny thing how we 
finance m these days. Here, for £1,000 cash, 
we. are able to raise £475,000 by debentures, 
whiCh are to. be paid in the future. The 
amount pr<'vwusly was £450,000. and in 
twelve months it has risen to £475,000. I 
presume the market value of debentures is 
4b per cent., and if that is so. we shall have 
~o pay. 4! _per cent. on that £475,000, which 
IS a b1g 1tem, and we shall have to pay 
that for the next t<~m years. When you come 

to consider the vicissitudes of the 
[11 p.m.] various companif'' and the his-

tory of Chillagoe; when vou come 
to ~onsid~r th';' n':'mber of skilled men whose 
busmeos 1s wmnmg metals from the soil; 
when you consider they have proved that 
property not to be a failure, but such a 
venture that it is a very doubtful business 
proposition: is it a fair thing that we should 
b"' asked, as the custodians of the people's 
m~mey, t'! go to the expenditure asked for 
th1s evem.ng '! In regard to the item of 
£90,000 .. 1t Is a peculiar position we are 
placed m now. We are asked to back the 
guarantor's V<:'nture, which is to a very great 
exteut, a wild-cat schem·e.' We are told 
that on the incre':s?d price .of copper, it is a 
reasonable pr'!pos1_twn, but IS it reasonable to 
suppocp that 1t Will be. w<;rked succ<'ssfully? 
I ask thP Treasurer, IS 1t not a fact that 
we have Stnte batteries in the North at the 
present time? 

The TREASURER: Not State batteries. We 
have a State battery. 

Mr. VOWLES : Is it being worked as a 
success? 

The TREASURER : Yes. 

[Mr. Barnea. 

Mr .. VOWLES: Is it being worked as a 
financlal success r 

The TREASURER : It is not possible to 
ascertv.jn as prl>"ent. 

:Mr. VOWLES: I .rlo not think that the 
Minister will be able to say that it is being 
worked as a success. 

The TREAS0RER: It is a eomplete success 
as claims are being worked which would not 
be worked without it. 

Mr. VOWLES : It pannot be shown that it 
is a success with the limited <>mount invested 
in it. If it could be shown that it was a 
success then i he Treasurer and the Minioter 
for Mines ought to show it. If it had been 
a succe<s or anything approaching it then 
we wonld have had the evidence brou"ht 
before us to-night. We arc guaranteeing 
£90.000, and WP must consider that £25.000 
of it is lost for ever, as they do not pretend 
that it will remain in tangible security, but 
the money is going to liquidate present 
debts. 

Mr. GLEDSON : There arc assets against 
that. 

.Mr. VOWLES: Thev arc problematical. 
If the mine peters out c what is th<' good of 
the aosets to the- GDvernrrwnt? \Ve have 
simply got a hoh_- in the grvund and a 
certain amouut of machinerv which we know 
from experience will be second-hand stuff. 
We know from the experience of old mines 
that the- machinery from tho'"' mines is only 
worth the price of scrap iron. We huve 
simply got that as security for the people's 
money. It is a "wild-cat " security, and we 
have no right to be asked to find that 
money. It i'' ;n-ovided that there shall be 
£5.000 spent in underground development. 
How far is £5,000 going to develo':l that 
m~e? • 

The TREASURER: Thev have been develop­
ing it for thl' last four years. 

Mr. VOWLES: They have only a limited 
area to develop. 

The TREASl:RER: Twenty squure miles. 
Mr. VOWLES: TheY have got about 4,000 

ecres. We do not kno\~1 the conditions of the 
surrounding country. \Ve v;·ant to know if 
the country can be developed. Can it be 
developed by putting down another pit 
there? The great distance vf the coal may 
make all the difference between a profit and 
failure. That heing so, whv should the 
House at this time be a''<ed to turther 
encumber the people of Queensland with 
more inkrest. It happens to he in the Minis­
ter's .-lectorate. 

The TREAS0RE":: )fount Mulligan is in the 
Cook elecotomte. 

Mr. VOWLES: But tl,e Chillagoe works 
are in the 'Treasurer's electot·ate, and it is 
nice for him to be ab!e to keep the people 
there. It is neccwqrv that the district shonld 
be peopled and developed, but we should not 
be aske·d to use the people's money in em­
barking on an c'nterprise which has pro\'Cd 
to be unworkable. It has hecn worked bv 
the best mininf',' people for t•venty years and 
they have used the hest plant, and tt3 they 
<>ould not make a success of it it is not a 
fair thing to put the people's monE>y into it. 
It '~ems to me tbat the Government are 
taking advantage· of the shareholders in the 
way they are dealing with the debenture­
ho!de;·s at the present time. The share­
holders do not seerr. to be considered at all. 
We are told that this is a line proposition 
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lying idle. If that is so, surely there is 
enough speculation in the people of Aus­
tralia with the price of copper doubled to 
induce them to put their money into it. If 
it is such a wonderful show I cannot under­
stand why it has not been taken up before 
this. It is not a fair thing to ask this House 
to consider this proposition at this stage. 

Question-That the Bill be read a second 
time-put; and the House dividro :-

Mr. Armfield 
, Barber 
, Carter 
, Collins 
, Coyne 
, Dunstan 
, Fihelly 
, Foley 
, Forde 
,, FrPe 
, Gilday 
,, Gillies 
, Gledson 
,, Ha.rdacre 
, Hartley, H. L. 
., Hartley, W. 
, Huxham 

.Tones 
,, Land 

AYEs, 37. 
Mr. Lenuon 
, McLaehlan 

M cM inn 
"!YicPhail 
='\Iurphy 
O'~ullivan 
Payne 
Peterson 
l'ollock 
Ryan, D. 
Hyan, H. J. 
Smith 
;>topford 
Theodore 
'iVeir 
Wellington 
Wilson 
Winstanley 

Tellers: Mr. Forde and Mr. Peterson. 

:Yir. Barnes 
, Bayley 
, Bebbington 
, Bell 
, Bridges 

Corser 
, Grayson 

Gunn 
Telle1·s: 

~OES, 15. 
~Ir. :ll:organ 

, Petrie 
Col. Rankin 
3fr. Homerset 

, ~wayne 
, 'rolmie 
, Vowles 

Mr. Bell and Mr. Corser. 

Resolved in the affirmative. 

At fifteen minutes past 11 o'clock p.m., 

The SPEAKER resumed the chair. 

:MoTION TO GO INTO Co~n1ITTEE. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
moYed-'J'hat the Speaker do now leave the 
chair, and the House resolve itself into a 
Committee of the Whole to consider the Bill 
in detail. 

HoN. J. TOLMP~: I fail to see any 
re::,son whv the Bili should be considered in 
detail to-night. One hon. gentleman opposite 
8X]Wessed the wish that the passage of the 
Bill should be faci!i~atcd through Committee 
and that thP Upper House might be asked 
to assist the Government in passing it. But 
'vhy should we ask anybody to pass legisla­
tion that has been ill-considered and ill­
dig·~sted? Th0 Council is composed of in­
tcJligent men, and surely they are not going 
to allow slipshod legislation to go through. 
The Go,-ernment arc prepared to use the 
strength of their big majority to pass legisla­
tion, whe<hcr it is for the good of the country 
or whether it i~ not Here is a matter in· 
volving a liability ,f no less than £700,000 
worth of d<>beJ•tures, and a further amount 
in cash of £90.000 to enable the Government 
to back the biils of the company. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! The hon. o-entle­
Inan is now making another second-r~adin~ 
Epeech. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: I am giving reasons 
why the Bill should not be considered in 
detail to-night. Time should be given to 
frame amendments; and, so far, the Govern­
ment have g-iven no opportunity for fram­
:ng amendments. It is not fair that we 
should be expected to pass legislation merely 
at the whim of th2 Government. That is 
not how legis1ation should be passed, and 
ihat is not th,3 legi:;iation that is conducive 
to the welfare of the country. Surely the 
Government does not seek to place upon 
another Chamber its will as it tries to force 
it on this Chamber? I am told by the 
Treasurer that he "anb to close at the end 
elf the month and in view of closing down 
l1e desires to get thic legislation before the 
House t,o-morro,v. \Ye know that they have 
a business-sheet. tlnt is chock-a-block with 
kgielation, and the.y art;' getting on with 
that legislation as i ast as they can. Per­
sonally, I hope they are not endeavouring to 
;1ass it iu the same slipshod way that wa 
are passing legislatior.. in this Chamber. I 
<>an only enter my protest at the action of 
the Govet·nmPnt, in endeavouring to burke 
further diecus,ion on a question of this sort. 
'md in eHdeavouring to take away from the 
House dll opportunity of considering the 
measure as it ought to be considered. It is 
all very well to agree to the principles of a 
Bill. bad as they m~ty be, but when we pass 
on to consider details we require a little 
I'lore time \Ve knew that an ill-thought­
out word very often wrecks legislation. \Ve 
haYe had experience of that in this Chamber 
bt·fore. We have pa.ssed legislation through 
without giving that consideration to it that 
ought to have been given. When we come 
to consider the details, we have to consider 
every line phrase for phrase and word for 
word and get an accurate meaning of it in 
otx!er thdt legislation may not have .a dif­
fent meaning to tha.t which is anticipated. 
I enter my protest against going into Com­
mittee, and when we get into Committee we 
can only enter our protest against the clauses 
nR they are being put. 

Mr. CORSER : Before we go into Com­
mittee--

At twenty-one minutes past 11 o'clock p.m., 

The TREASURER: I move that the ques­
tion be now put. 

Question-That the question be now put-­
put; and the House ciivided :-

lir .. \rmfield 
Barber 
Carter 
Collins 

,, Coyne 
Dunstan 
Fihelly 
Foley 
Forde 
Free 
Gilday 
Gillies 
Glei!son 
Hardacre 
Hartley, H. L. 
Hartlcy, W. 
Huxham 
.Tones 

AYES, 36. 

Mr. Land 
Lcnnon 
McLachlan 
M cM inn 
:VIcPhail 
O'Rullivan 

,. Payne 
Peterson 
Pollock 

, Ryan, D. 
, Ryan, H. J. 

Smith 
, Rtopford 

Theodore 
VV.,..eir 

, \:V-ellington 
1Vilson 
¥linstanley 

Tellers: Mr. Forde and Mr. Peterson. 

Hon. E. G. Theodore] 
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Mr. Barnes 
, Bay]ey 

Bebbington 
Bell 
Bridges 
Corser 

, Grayson 
Gunn 

Tellers: 

NoEs, 15. 
Mr. Morgan 

, Murphy 
, Petrie 

Col. Rankin 
Mr. Swayne 

, Tolmie 
, Vowlea 

Mr. Bell and Mr. Corser. 

Resolved in the afiirmative. 

[11.30 p.m.] 

Question-That the Speaker do now leave 
the chair-put; and the House divided:-

Ayes, 36 
Noes, 14. 

This division was the same as that last 
recorded. except that Mr. Swayne did not 
vote with the "Noes." 

Resolved in the affirmative. 

COMMITTEE. 
(Mr. Bert?wm, Maree, in the chair.) 

Clause 1 put and passed. 

On clause 2-" Approval of agreement of 
6th Xovember, 1917 "-

Mr. VO\VLES moYcd the omi"ion on line 
32 of the words "passing of this Act," and 
the substitution in place thereof of the words 
"first day of April, 1920.'' No reason had 
been given why they should rush into a 
transaction such as this, and it would be a 
wise thing if the coming into operation of 
the Bill were deferred. Legislation like this 
~lcaling with large sums of money should not 
be rushed through. EYery inquiry possible 
should be made and all mformation given 
before coming to a decision. 

ThP SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
thought that this amendment was out of 
order. The House had approved of the rati­
fication &nd approval of an agreement, but 
the hon. member now wanted to defer the 
taking oYer of the ra.ilways and appur­
tenances, and some other things which were 
part of the a::;-reement, till April, 1921. He 
thought the Chairman would have no hestita­
tion in ruling the amendment out of order. 

Hon. J. TOL:li!E: We have not come to the 
agreement; we may modify it. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
The House had approved of the ratification 
of a.n agreement, and they could not alter the 
agreement. There was only one thing to be 
done if t.he agreement were altered, and that 
was to withdraw the Bill, because the parties 
to the agreement had not signed anything 
hut what was in this agreement. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: The amendment was 
certainly in order. Under the Bill the agree­
ment had to be ratified, and after they had 
finished the Bill they would come to the 
agreement. They were prepared to ratify 
the agreement, but the question was as to 
when the ratification of the agreement should 
commence. It was for the Committee to say 
whether they should take it over now or ten 
years hence. What was the use of the Bill 
if they could not make amendments? Surely 
the hon. member did not understand the 
object of the Bill. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I understand 
the object of the amendment. 

[Mr. Vowles. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: The object of the 
amendment was to give time for ample 
consideration. 

The SECRE1'ARY FOR RAILWAYS: It is pure 
obstruction. 

HoN. ,J. '.rOLMIE: That charge could not 
bP brought home to either the hon. member 
for Dalby or himself or anybody else. They 
had not come to the agreement. They con­
tcnde·d thut the agreement should not come 
into operation for some time, in order to 
give the public time to consider the matter, 
and in order to give the Commissioner an 
opportunity to consider the working of the 
line. They were only putting the Bill on 
the same footing as one before them earlier 
in the day, when the Government wanted 
to pass a measure some three years before 
thn tramways were actually to be taken over. 
Surely if that were the case in regard to a 
working concern which was making a profit, 
they should be more careful in regard to a 
concern which was not making a profit. 

The SEcRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I am sorry 
to c.eo th"t you are lending yourself to svch 
a ludicrous and ridiculous proposal as this. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: He was sorry there 
should b0 any ·disagreement between himself 
and the Minister. Ther<' was a difference 
between the agreement and the Bill. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I 
beg· to moye-That the question be now put. 
I think we haYe gone far enough with this 
farcP. (Laughter.} 

lHr. Yl'URPHY: You cannot put the question 
when the Chairman has not giYen his ruling. 

The CH_\IRMAN : Order ! There is a 
point of order. 

HoN .. J. TOLMIE: He had endeayoured to 
point out the difference between what they 
were considering and the agreement. He 
hoped the Chairman wou.ld see the wisdom 
of the attitude they had taken up. 

The CII.\IRMAN: The question was 
raised rather suddenly and I was at a loss for 
the moment to say definitely whether the 
amendment was in order or not. I am of 
opinion that the amendment is in order, and 
I rule accordingly. 

Mr. CORSER thought that the amendment 
wns a good one. 

At forty-seven minutes past 11 o'clock p.m., 
Tlw SECRETARY FOR R_>\.ILWAYS 

moved-That the question be now put. 

Question-That the question be now put 
(Mr. Coyne's motion)-put; and the Corn· 
mittce diYided:-

Mr. Armfield 
Barber 
Carter 
Col!ins 

, Coyne 
Dunstan 

, Fihelly 
, ~'oley 

Forde 
Free 

, Gilday 
Gillies 
Gledson 

, Hardacre 
, Hartley, H. L. 
, Hartley, W. 

Hunter 
Hnxham 

, Jones 

AYES, 37. 
Mr. Land 

Lennon 
:VlcLachlan 
Mc:Minn 
McPhail 

, O'Sullivan 
,, Payne 

PC'terson 
l'ollock 

, Hyan, D. 
, Ryan, H. J. 

Rmith 
, Stopford 

'rheodore 
Weir 

, Wellington 
Wilson 

, "\Vinstanley 

Tellers: Mr. W. Hartley and Mr. McPhail. 
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NoEs, 14. 

·Mr. Barnes Mr. Gunn 
, Bayley , :llorgan 
, Bebbington , Murphy 

Bell , Petrie 
., Bridges Col. Rankin 
., Corser JHr. Tolmie 
, Grayson , Vowles 

Tellers: Mr. Bebbington and Mr. Bridges. 

Resolved in the affirmath·e. 

Question-That the words proposed to be 
·omitted P1r. l'otoles's amendment) stand part 
of the clause-put; and the Committee 
<lividcd :-

Ayes, 38. 
Noes, 13. 

The division was the same as that last 
recorded, except that Mr. Murphy voted with 
the "Ayes." 

Mr. GILLIES moved-That all the words 
from the word " railways " on line 40 down 
to and including the word " Mareeb~ " on 
lme 49, be omitt~d. The object of the amend­
men.t was to omtt the provision copied from 
.ectwn 16 of the Chillagoe Railway Act 
which allowed an increase of fares and 
freights up to 50 per cent. 

Mr. MURPHY supportt'd the amendment. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
It w~s an t ntirel:v diffm·ent thing- to givo 

the Commissioner power to 
[12 p.m.] charge incr«t'!od rates on this 

railwav and to put it on a new 
nilway. Howeve~·, he had no objection to 
the amendment. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE comrratulated the Minis­
ter for accepting th~ am.endment. 

Amendment p!r. Gi/lies's) agreed t0. 

Mr. VO\VLES mc•vc·d 1he omission of the 
word "four." oct line 57, with the view of 
inser~ ~ng "three." rrhat ll1Cftllt that the 
Governor in Coimcil could issue d~bentures 
at 3~ p<r cent. instead of 4h p~r cPnt. It 
was making the interest th.;' same as that 
-on SaYings Bank deposits. 

At tz·n minutes past 12 o'clock a.m., 

The TREASURER mo,-ed.-That the ques­
tion be now put. 

Question-That the queetion be now put­
put; and the Commiti:Pc divided:-

Mr. Armfield 
, Barber 
,, Curter 
., Col!ins 
, Coyne 
,. Dunsta.n 
, Filrelly 
, Foley 

Forde 
., Frpp 
. , Gilday 
, Gledson 
, Hardacre 
, Hartley, H. L. 
, Hartley, W. 
, Hunter 
,, Huxham 

.Tones 
, Land 

AYEs, 37. 

Mr. Lennon 
., I,Joyd 
,, :MeLachlan 
, :Ylc:\'£inn 
, McPhail 
, 0':::-ullivan 
, Payne 
,, Peterson 
, Pollock 
, Ryan, D. 
, Ryan, H. J. 
,, Smith 
, Stopford 
,. ThPodorc 
, Weir 
, Wellington 
, 'Vilson 
, Winstanley 

Tellers: Mr. Pollock and Mr. H. J. Ryan. 

Mr. Barnes 
, Bayley 
, Bebbington 
, Bell 
,, Bridges 
,, Corser 
, Grayson 

Tellers: Mr. 
Rc,olved in the 

NOES, 13. 
Mr. Gunn 

, Morgan 
, Murphy 

Col. Rankin 
Mr. Tolmie 

, Vowles 

Corser and Mr. Gunn. 
<1ffirmative. 

The CHAIRMAN : The ')uestion is that 
clause 2 >tand part of the Bill. 

Colonel RANKIN i'!tid he had an amend· 
ment to move. 

The TREAS'CRER rc,,e to a point of 
order. The hon. member for Dalby moved 
an amendment, but it was not put from the 
chair. The division was on the closure on 
clause 2 and that was passed. 

The CHAIRMAN: I rule that the Trea­
surer is quite right, ancl that the amendment 
of the hon. member for Dalby was not put 
to the Committtee. The divi:•ion wus on the 
closurce on clause 2. 

Colonel RANKIX s·1id he had an amend­
ment to move in clause 2. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
The closure on clause 2 had been oarned 
and clause 2 must be put without debate. 

The CHAIRMAS uphold the 1ontention 
of the Secretary for Railways. 

Question-That clau,,e 2, as amended. stand 
part uf the Dill--put; and the Committee 
divideJ :-

Ayes, 38. 
~oes, 13. 

The division was thP same as the previous 
·division, except that ::'11r. Gi1!ies also voted 
\vith the "Ayes." 

On clause 3-" .4pprov·d of agr• em ent of 
12th _Yo1···mber, 1917"-

Mr. VO\VLES movf>cl the insertion of the 
words "for dis, barging the present obliga· 
tions of the con1p,1ny and also £o1~ such 
initial cxpens<'' and general purposes as 
may he approved of by the :Minister , in 
writing," after the word "mines,'' on line 
31. 

Tht> SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
I will accept that amendmenL 

Amcndtnent agreed to; and clause 3, as 
amen<hed, put and passed. 

On the Fir>t Scheclule-
Hox. J. TOLMIE contended that the Com­

mittee should not go further with the Bill 
that night. They had only reoei:ed the J?ill 
that morning, and had not had ttme to E(lve 
it full consideration. Ho prote,ted agamst 
the passing of the schedule. 

Mr. VOWLES supported the protest of the 
leader of the Opposition. It was a physical 
impossibility to grasp the whole of the con­
tents of the schedule in one day. The 
debenturo·holders, who were absentees, were 
left free of income tax and other duties . 
These were things that required to be loo~ed 
into in detail. If the Government were gomg 
to rush measures through in this hurried way 
the Opposition had to protest against it. 

Mr, PETRIE argued that there were a lot 
of matters in the schedule that required 
looking mto. He protested against the legis­
lation being put through so hurriedly. 

Mr. Pet·rie.] 
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Question-That the First Schedule stand as 
a schedule' of the Bill-put; and the Com­
mittee divided:-

Ayes, 38 .. 

~oes, 13. 

This division v;as identical with that last 
recorded, except that Mr. Gillies voted with 
the "Ayes." 

Re,olved in the affirmative. 

On the Second Schedule-

RaN .. J. TOLMIE protested against passing 
the Bill through at that sitting, because he 
had not had an opportunity of going 
thoroughly into 1che matter. Mistakes would 
occur if they rushed the Bill through in this 
manner, and the Opposition did not want to 
be responsible for any mistakes. 

Mr. GUNN pointed out that there were 
things in the sehe·dnlE' that he had not had 
time to consider. He saw "L.S." in the 
middle of a circle, and he supposed that that 
meant. "Labour socialist," and he did not 
wa':'-t .to have anything to do with Labour 
f'f'Dialt~ts. 

Second SchPdule put and pa"cd. 

The Rous<' rewmed. The CHAIR1L\N re­
ported thE' Bill with am,ondments. The report 
"as avreE'd to, and the third reading made 
an Order of the Dtty for the next sitting of 
the House. 

SUCCESSION AND PROBATE DUTIES 
ACTS AMEXDM~NT BILL. 

SECOND READING-RESUMPTION OF DEBATE. 

Mr. VOWLES pointed out that the Bill 
was very far-reaching and very damaging 
to property. There was a straightout attack 
on widows and orphans, who were to be 
victimised by this legislation. The Federal 
Government were dealing with the estates 
of soldiers, so far as succession duties were 
concerned, while the State only muddled 
with it. If two soldier brothers were fighting 
and one was killed. and he had made a will 
leaving his estate to his brother, that brother 
would have to pay succession duty, so that 
it did not exempt soldiers from duty at all. 
The Governm.,nt posed as the friend of the 
widow, but they increased the amount of 
duty she •vouid have to P'W on her 
deceased husband's estate. Manv of the 
<>xistin.o; principles in the original Act would 
be ddeated by tlw Bill, and the widow 
would not receive the benefit of the half 
r!'te of duty which was the law at the present 
trme. 

At 1 a.m., 

211r. PETRTE calle-d attention to the state 
of the House. 

The SPF.AKER : There was a division 
t.aken not long ago, and I have reason to 
hPlieve that tberP is a quorum within the 
precin~ts of the HonSB. 

Mr. VOWLES dealt at some length with 
the amended ·duties propoPed by the Bill. and 
compared them with the duties imposed under 
the existing law. The Government were 
victimising and fleecing the public wherever 
it was nossible for them to do so, and that 
was going to have a had effect on industry 
in the future. As the Government continued 

[Hon. J. Tolmie. 

in office, so property would d.eprec~ate in 
value and there would be no mcentrve for 
anyo~e to go in for any _industrJal under­
takings. People were bemg drrven from 
Queensland to the other States because of 
the le"'islation introduc<>d by the nresent 
Govern~ent. The people in the Dalby dis­
trict were alarmed at the legislation intro­
duced bv the Government. Clause 4 provided 
that upon the death of any person after the 
1st October, 1917, all moneys held by any 
bank or financial institution upon any 
account whether "and/m·." or joint, or 
joint at'rd several. or which the deceased had 
the right to operate or draw, should be 
deemed to form part of his estate, and confer 
a succession on his death. That meant that 
succession dutv would have to be paid on the 
full value of the estate. 

Hon. J. A. FIHEI.LY: It is only intended 
that succession duty shall be paid on de­
ceased's share of the estate. 

Mr. VOWLES pointed out that the word­
ing of the dause clearly showe? that succes­
sion dutv would have to be pard on the full 
amount.~ 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: If that is so, I will 
accept an amendment of that. 

~fr VOWLES also dealt with the proposed 
d1;tv ·on o-ifts of life imurancf' policies. Th" 
law" had ~been decided on the question that 
the amount of the insurance policy, the sub­
ject of an as,igmncnt, WaS not SUO]eCt to 
succession dut:-·, but the Government ;v?re 
introducing- legislation to .defeat a. decrs1on 
rpcentlv givE'n in the English courts. There 
wns a 'new principle in every clause of the 
Bill. Clause 7 fixed the rates of duty on 
succession. rnder the old Act the rate 
varied from 2 per cent. to 10 per. cent. ; but. 
the Bill provided for rates varymg from 2 
per cent. up to 15 per cent. Seei~g that the 
Commonwea.lth were also colle.ctmg suec~s­
sion dutiec; on large estates. rt was qmte 
possible under the n0w law for 40 per ce_nt. 
to be taken out of a big- estate for successiOn 
dut:v. 'l'hc Commonwealth would take 15 per 
<>ent., the State Treasurer l!i per cent., and 
the trmtee 2:\- per cent, and the other charves 
would bring- the total up to 40 per cen.t. fie 
a.lwa"s undet''tood this was a.. humamtarran 
Government, but the,y were gomg to rob the 
p·,tatos where "·idows nnd orphans should gled.t 
the benefit. ThP widows and orphans won 
have to pay higher duties in the .future than 
thev had bePn en !led on to pay m the pa~t. 
Th0 or> 1v deductions allowed under the B1ll 
wNe debts incurred by the deceased. but 
he hoped that the funeral expenses, testa-
1,ent~ry Pxpenses. and fees of office would 
also be' deducted from th,o e'tate before dut

1
dv 

;,~s charged. He also thou,;;ht ther.e ~hou 
be some appc2l from the Commrssroner's 
decisions. 

Hox. J. TOLMIE: It was rathm· ur>~ortn­
nate that they should be asked to drscuss 
snch an important meas~ue a~ t;hat hour. 
This was thn fonrth +axa+wn B11l rnt;·nilucPd 

bY the Government durmg- the 
[2 a.m.] session. It proposed to impose 

taxation under the most. cruel 
c-ircum·stanccs. The Bill p:ave tb<' Gov<'r:r;; 
ment power to <'xad th:'ir ". ~ound of fl<'''h 
in eYery case wb<>re " dlspo'nt.'on of property 
wae madn. UndeJ' dause 8, 1~ a '?an made 
a rli"no·"'ition nf £10,000 to h1s w1fe. undPr 
a Bill pa"'cd the previous nig-ht she wnnld 
have to pav stamp duty amounting- t.o :£450. 
In the event of the wife predeceasmg her 
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husband and the property reverted to him, 
the Crown dipped their fingers into his pocket 
to the extent of something like £500. The 
Government were simply piling one form of 
taxation on another, thereby removing all 
incentive to people to improve their material 
condition and to accumulate capital which 
would be employed in reproductive work. 
Every clause in the Bill made an attempt to 
get at the pockets of the producers. There 
seemed to be an idea in the minds of hon. 
members opposite that every person in 
Queensland was a rogue who was endeavour­
ing to defraud the revenue. The Govern­
ment had no right to ask for more than 
a just proportion of the property of any 
person. In the past, Governments that had 
despoiled the people had led to the destruc­
tion of States, and that would be the 
inevitable result of the policy of the present 
Government of Queensland. He protested 
against the Government attempting to rush 
such legislation through with such haste. 
The Government were anxious to close the 
session by the end of the current month, 
but they could not expect the other Charrcber 
to pass legislation of such tremendous im­
portance without full consideration. He 
voiced his protest against the passage of the 
Bill under such circumstances. 

Mr. BARNES thought it exc~edingly re­
grettable th<:t a ]:letter opportumty was not 
afforded of d1scussmg such an important taxa­
tion proposal, and that the very fine criti­
cism of thP Bill by the hon. member for 
Dalby was not fully reported. Under, 
ordinary circumstances such taxation was 
fair and reasonable, but it had to be con­
sidered in the light of the other taxation 
measures introduced by the Government. 
The effect of the very heavy taxation being 
imposed by the Government was reducing 
very seriously the value of all property in 
the State. The duties in that direction had 
been treblerl. The Minister attempted to 
justify the Bill on the ground that the 
succession duties in the other States were 
heavi•_'r than the present duties in Queens­
land, but he neglected to point out that in 
those States the other forms of taxation were 
by no means as heavy as they were in 
Queensland. L!nde~ the existing rates, in an 
eRtate of £5,000, If the propertv went to 
the imrr:ediate familv of the deceased the 
succession duty would be £253; if the' pro­
perty went to relatives or others outside the 
immediate family, the amount of duty would 
be £430. In the case of an e'tate of £10 000 
thE' State duty in the case of the imm'edlate 
family ·would be £500, and the Common­
wealth interest would be £173; if the pro­
perty went outside the immediate family 
circle, the tax would be £1,460. In the case 
of an estate of £20,000, the combined Com­
monwealth and State duty would be £1,813, 
and, if it went outside the imrr:ediate family, 
the duty would be £3,120. In an estate of 
£45,000 the Statp tax w0uld be £2,700 and 
the Commonwealth tax £2,890, or a total of 
£5,880. If the "'tate were distributed out­
side the immediate fam'ilv, the total tax 
would amount to £9.270. ·Thftt was a very 
heavy burden, nnd at least six or eight 
months should be allowed to enable the 
b<meficiaries to provide for the payment of 
the duty. 

* Colonel RAKKIN said that the two ob­
jects of the Bill were taxation and confisca­
tion. The Government had made Queens­
land a most undesirable place in which to 

live, with their heavy taxation. According 
to the latest figures given by Knibbs, the 
revenue from probate and succession duties 
in New South Wales was £551,629, with a 
population of 1,861,522; in Victoria the 
rewnue was £536,869, with a populatinn of 
1,430,667; in Queensland. the revenue w~ 
£112,740, with a populatwn of 676,770; m 
South Australia the revenue was £113,734, 
with a population of 441,690; in W.estern Aus­
tralia the revenue was £40,156, w1th a popu­
lation of 323 018 · and in Tasmania the 
revenue was .£38,252, with a population of 
201,416. After giving details of the rates of 
duty in all the States of the Commonwealth 
and New Zealand he maintained that the 
position in Queensland with regard. to taxa­
tion was most unfavourable, and the mcreased 
rateB made it still worse. 

At four minutes tu 3 a.m., 

The TREASURER moved-That the ques· 
tion be now put. 

Question put; and the House divided:­

AYES, 37. 

~h. Armfield )fr. Lennon 
Barber , L!oyd 
Bertram :1\'IeLachlan 
Carter McMinn 

, Collins McPhail 
Coyne 0' .Sullivan 
Dunstan ,, Payne 

., Fihelly Petcrson 
, Foley Pol!ock 

Forde , Ryan, D. 
Free Ryan, H. J. 
Gilday Smith 

, Gillies , Rtopford 
Gledson Theodore 

, Rartlev, H. L. Weir , ~~~~=~ w. , ~j{;~~gtan 
, .Toneo ., 'Vinstanley 
, Land 
Tellers: Mr. R. J. Ryan and Mr. McPhaiL 

NoEs, 14. 

Mr. Barnes Mr. Gunn 
, Bayley , :Morgan 
~ Bebbington , ~furphy 

Bell , Petrie 
,, Bridges Col. Rankin 

Cor.ser Mr. Tolmie 
, Grayson , Vow1es 

7'ellers: Mr. Gunn and Mr. Bell 

Resolved in the affirmative. 

Question-That the Bill be now read a 
eecond time-put; and the House divided:-

Ayes, 37, 
:c-Joes, 14. 

This division was the same as the last 
recorded. 

Resoh·ed in the affirmatiYe. 

:}lOTIO:> FOR COM1IITTAL. 

Hox. J. A. FIHELLY moved-That the 
Spvaker do now leav: the chair, ~nd the 
l-] ous<' rcsoh-c itself m to a Comm1ttee of 
tho Whole to consi·der the Bill in detail. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE protested against taking 
the Bill in Committee, seeing that it J::ad 
not been discussed at the second readmg 
stage and there had been no time to £rams 
amendment'. There was plenty of other 
business on the paper that could be pro­
ceeded with. 

Hon. J. Tolmie.] 
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Mr. BEBBINGTON also protested against 
taking the Bill in Committee at that hour. 

HoN . .J. A. FIHELLY explained that the 
Stamp Act Amendment Bill and the Suc­
cession and Probate Duties Acts Amendment 
Bill had been introduced early the previous 
week, and thE' second readings had been 
postponed unti) Tu.,oday at the request of 
the leader of the Opposition; but, in spite 
of the time given, members of the Opposi­
tion had not acquainte<d themselves with the 
wntento of the Bill, and he did not see the 
slightest indication that, if the Committee 
stage were adjourned for another two or 
three days, hon. members opposite would 
then be in a position to submit any reasonable 
amendments. 

JJfr _MOR~AN al~o protested against 
proceedmg wrth the Brll, and suggested that 
the Stamp Ad Amendment Bill should be 
taken instead He did not think the 
?'reasl!rer had treatod the Opposition fairly 
m trymg to rush through so much business 
n; one ;itting,. and 1t was especially unfair 
to the Opposrhon to expect Bills to be 
passed through Committee immediately after 
the scc~nd rrcadings. A very bad precedem 
was bemg created. 

Mr. CORSER asked that the Government 
shoul~ not press on the Committee stage of 
t~e Brll, so that the Opposition would have 
tnne to prep<ere amendments 

At half-past 3 o'clock a.m., 

The TREASURER moyed-That the ques· 
tion be now put. 

Question put; and the House divided:-

Mr. Armfield 
, Barber 
, Carter 
, Collins 
, Coyne 
, Dunstan 
, Fihelly 

Foley 
, },orde 
, Free 

Gilday 
Gillies 

,, Gl<?dson 
Hartley, 
Hartley, 

H Huxham 
, .Tones 
, Land 

Tellers: 

Mr. Barnes 
, Bayley 

AYEs, 36. 
lHr. Lennon 
, Lloyd 
, McLachlan 
, :McMinn 
, McPhail 
,, O'Sullivan 
,, Payne 
, Peterson 
, Pollock 
, Ryan, D. 
, Ryan, H. J. 
,, Smith 
, Stopford 

H. L. , Theodore 
W. , Weir 

, Wellington 
Wilson 

, Winstanley 
Mr. Peterson and Mr. Forde. 

NoEs, 14. 
Mr. Gunn 

, Bebbington 
Bell 

, Morgan 
, Murphy 
, Petrie 

., Bridges 
, Corser 
, Grayson 

Tellers: 

Col. Hankin 
Mr. Tolmie 

, Vmvles 
Mr. Corser and Mr. Morgan. 

Re<olve·d in the affirmative. 

Question-That the House go into Cam· 
mittoe to consider 1 he Bill in detail-put; 
and the House divided:-

Ayes, 35. 
Noes, 14-

'l'l:.is division was the same as on the 
prr.vious question. 

Hesolved in the affirmative. 

i.Mr. Bebbington. 

CoMMITTEE. 

(Mr. Bertram, Maree, in the chair.) 

Clause 1 put and passed. 
On clause 2-" Amendme•nt of section 5"-

Mr. VOWLES move·d the omission, on 
lines 9 and 10. of the words "creating the 
joint title as predecessor," with a view to 
mserting the words "from whom the joint 
title was deriv<>d." The amendment woul,] 
ntake the succession a succession in respect 
d the joint ;nvner who ·died, and it would 
not reYert bac1{ to the estate of the person 
who created the title in the first instance 

Mr. BEBBINGTON supported the amend­
nlent. 

HoN . .J A. FIHELLY: I will accept the 
amendmPnt. 

Amendment agreed to; and elause 4, as 
amended. put and uassed. 

On clause 3 -"Am, ndment"-
Mr. VOWLES mov<>d the omission, on 

lines 20 and 21, of the words "whether or 
not such engagement, trust, or arrangement 
is legally enforceable." He could not see 
the necossitv for those words. If it was not 
legally enfo-rceable, there must be succession, 
and if it was legally enforceable, then that 
should be the end of it. It should apply only 
one wa:;·, not be double-edged. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON said all Acts of .Par­
liament were too much in the hands of 
lawyers, and they even found judges quibbling 
about the meaning of different clauses. 

At 4 o'clock a.m., 
HoN. .J. A. FIHELL Y moved-That the 

question be now put. 
Question-That the question be now put-­

put; and the Committee divided:-

Mr. Armfield 
, Barber 

Carter 
Collins 

, Coyne 
Dunstan 

, l!'ihelly 
Fo1ey 
Forde 

, Free 
Gilday 
Gillies 

, Gledson 

AYES, 34. 
Mr. LPnnon 
, Lloyd 
, McLachlan 
, McMinn 

1\fcPoail 
o·~ullivan 
Payne 
Prterson 

, Hyan, D. 
, Hyan, H. J. 

Rrnith 
Htopford 

, Hartley, H. L. 
,. Rartley, W. 

, Theodore 
Weir 
Wellington 

, Wilson , Jones 
, Land 

Mr. Ba.rnes 
, Bayley 
, Behbington 

Bell 
, Bridges 

Corser 
, Grayson 

, Winstanley 
Barber and Mr. McLachtan. 

NoEs, 13. 
Mr. Gunn 

, Morgan 
., Murphy 

Col. Rankin 
Mr. Tolmie 

, Yow]cs 

Tellers: Mr. Barnee and Mr. Bridges. 

Resolved in the affirmative. 

Question-That the words proposed to be 
omitted (Mr. Vowles's amendment in clause 
3)-stand part of the clause-put; and the 
Committee divided:-

Ayee, 35. 
Noes, 13. 

This division was the same as the last, 
except that Mr. Huxham voted with the 
"Ayes." 

Resolved in the affirmative. 
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Mr. VOWLES said he had another amend­
ment to move on the clause. 

HoN. J. A. FIHELLY moved-That the 
question be now put. 

Question-That the question be now put­
put; and the Committee divided:-

Ayes, 35 
Noes, 13. 

This division was exactly similar to last. 
Resolved in the affirmative. 

Question-That clause 3, as read, stand 
part of the Bill-put ; and the Committee 
divided:-

Ayes, 35 
Noes. 13. 

This division was exactly similar to the two 
previous divisions. 

Resolved in the affirmative. 

On clause 4-" Depo•it::, etc., in joint 
names, ctc."-

l\Ir. VOWLES moved the insertion after 
the word " ··hall" on line 39, page 3, of the 
words "to the extent of the interest of such 
person so dying in such money .. " The clause 
was very indefinite, and could be construed 
into meaning that if two persons had an 
estate and one died, then the department 
could claim duty on the whole of the estate. 
That should not be so. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: The trouble is, nothing 
can be asc.ortaincd and all can be evaded. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON supported the amend­
ment because he knew several persons who 
had joint accounts and they had no inten­
tion whatever to evade their just dues. It 
would certainly be an injustice if one of 
those persons died and they had to pay 
stamp duty on the whole of the estate. 

Question-That the words proposed to be 
inserted (]fr. V ou·les's arnend·ment on clause 
4) be so inserted-put; and the Committee 
divided:-

AYES, 13. 
Mr. Barnes 
, Baylcy 
, Bebbington 
., Eel! 
, Bridges 

Corser 
Grayson 

l\lr. Gunn 
, Morgan 
, Murphy 

Col. Rankin 
Mr. rrolmie 

, Vowles 

Tellers: Mr. Bayley and Mr. Morgan. 

NoEs, 35. 
Mr. Armfield 

Barber 
Carter 
Collins 
Coy ne 
Dun8tan 
Fihelly 

, Foley 
Forde 
Free 
Gilday 
Gillies 
Gledson 

, Hartley, H. L. 
, Hartley, W. 

Huxham 
Jones 
Land 

Mr. Lennon 
Lloyd 
McLachlan 
Me M inn 
McPbail 
O'Rullivan 

, Payne 
, Petel'son 

Ryan, D. 
Ryan, H. J. 
Smith 
Stopford 
Theodore 
Weir 

, Wellington 
, Wilson 
,. Winstanley 

Tellers: Mr. Stopford and 
Resolved in the negative. 
Original question stated. 

Mr. Wilson. 

At twer.ty minutes to 5 
HoN. J. A. FIHELLY 

question be now put. 

o'clock, 
moved-That the 

Que•tion-That the question be now put­
put; and the Committee divided:-

Mr. Armfield 
Barber 
Carter 
Collins 

, Coyne 
Dunstan 
Fihclly 
Foley 

, Ford(' 

H. L. 
w. 

AYES, 36. 
Mr. Lennon 

, Lloyd 
llfcLachlan 
~fcMinn 
McPhail 
O'Rullivan 

, Payne 
Pcterson 

, Pollock 
, Ryan, D. 
, Ryan, H. J. 

:~mith 
, Stopford 

Tbeodore 
Vleir 

, VV e llington 
Wilson 

Free 
Gilday 
Gillies 
Gledson 
Hartley, 
Hartley, 
Huxham 
.Tone-s 
Land , Vl instanley 

Tellers: ~fr. H. L. Hartley and lllr. Lloyd. 

Mr. Barncs 
, Bayley 
, Bebbington 

Bell 
, Bridges 

Corser 
, Gray::;on 

NoEs, 13. 
l\lr. Gunn 

, l\Iorgan 
, Murphy 

Col. Hankin 
Mr. Tolmie 

Yowles 

Tellers: Mr. Gnnn and Mr. Murphy. 

Resolved in the affirmative. 

Question-That clause 4, f,s read. stand 
part of the Bill-put; and the Committee 
divided:-

Ayes, 36. 
Noes, 13. 

This division was the same as the last 
recorded. 

Resolved in the affirmative. 

Clause 5-" Amendment of section 11"­
put and passed. 

On clause 6-" Registration of duty as a 
charge"-

Mr. MORGAN: He had an amendment to 
move. 

HoN. J. A. FIHELLY moved-That the 
question be now put. 

Question-That the question be now put­
put; and the Committee divided:-

Mr. Armfield 
Barber 
Carter 
Col!ins 
Dunstan 

, Fihelly 
, Foley 

For de 
Free 
Gilday 
Gillies 
Gledson 
Hartley, H. L. 
Hartley, W. 
Huxham 
.Tones 
Land 

., Lennon 

AYES, 35. 
Mr. Lloyd 

McLachlan 
M cM inn 
lllcPhail 
O'Sullivan 

, Payne 
Pcterson 
Pollock 

, Ryan, D. 
, Ryan, H. J. 

Smith 
, Stopford 

Theodore 
Weir 

, Wellington 
'Vilson 

, Winstanley 

Tellers: Mr. W. Hartley and Mr. McPhail. 

Mr. Barnes 
, Bayley 
, Bebbington 

Bell 
, Bridges 

Corser 
., Grayson 

NoEs, 13. 
Mr. Guun 

, :Morgan 
, l\Iurphy 

Col. Ranldn 
Mr. 'folmlo 

,, Vowles 

Tellers: Mr. Corser and Mr. Bell. 

Resolved in the affirmative. 

Hon. J. A. Fihelly.] 



2846 Succession and Probate [ASSEMBLY.] Duties Acts Amendmmt Bill. 

At 5 o'clock a.m., 
Mr. FoLEY took the chair as Temporary 

Chairman. 
Question-That clause 6, as read, stand 

part of the Bill-put; and the Committee 
divided:-

Ayes, 34. 
Noes, 13. 

This division was exactly similar to the 
last, with the exception that Mr. Foley, 
being in the chair, did not vote. 

Question resolved in the affirmative. 

On clause 7-" Amendment of section 12 "­
Mr. MORGAN : He had a very important 

amendment to move on that clause. 
HoN. J. A. FIHELLY moved-That the 

question be now put. 

Question-That the question be now put­
put; and the Committee divided:-

Mr. Arm'leld 
, Barber 

Carter 
Collins 
Duns.tan 
Forde 
l!1ree 

, Gilday 
Gillies 
Gledson 
Hartley, II. L. 
Hartley, W. 
Huxham 
.ToneB 

, Land 

AYES, 31. 
!>Ir. 1\IciAchlan 

Me :M inn 
McPhail 
O'Sullivan 

, Payne 
PC'te-rson 

, Pollock 
Ryan, D. 
Ryan, H. J. 
Smith 
Theodore 

, \Veir 
Wellington 
Wilscn 
Winstanley 

, Lloyd 
Tellers: Mr. Barber and Mr. Dnnstan. 

NoEs, 13. 
Mr. Barnes 

, Bayley 
, Bebbington 
, Bell 
, Bridges 
, Corser 
, Grayson 

Mr. Gunn 
, 1\Iorgan 
, Murphy 

Col. Rankin 
l\Ir. Tolmie 

,, Vowles 

Tellers: Mr. M organ and Mr. Vowles. 
Resolved in the affirmative. 
Que,tion-That clause 7, as read, stand 

part of the Bili-put; and the Committee 
divided:-

Ayes, 31. 
Noes, 13. 

This division was precisely similar to the 
previous ·division. 

Resolved in thB affirmative. 
On clause 8-" Amendment of section 14"­
Mr. M ORGAN: Mr. Foley--
The TREASURER moved-That the ques. 

tion be now put. 
Question--That the question be now put­

put; <1nd the Committ8e divided:-
AYES, 34. 

Mr. Armfield 
, Barber 
, Carter 
, Colli'es 
, Coyne 
, Dunstan 
, Fihelly 
, Forde 

Free 
, Gilday 
, Gi1lies 
, GlC'dson 
, Hartley, H. L. 
, Hart!ry, W. 
, Hnxham 

Jones 
, Land 
Tellers: Mr. H. L. 

[Lilr. lJiorgan. 

Mr. Lloyd 
, McLachlan 
, Mc:.Vlinn 
, McPhail 
n o·~ullivan 
, Puyne 
, PC'tcrson 

Pollock 
, Ryan, D. 
, llyan, H. J. 

Smith 
, >'topford 
, Thcodore 

"\Veir 
, Wellington 

Wilson 
., Winstanley 

Hartley and Mr. Lloyd. 

NoEs, 6. 
1\Ir. Bebbington :l>Ir. Murphy 

, Bell Col. Rankin 
, Bridges Mr. To1mie 
Tellers: Mr. Bebbington and Mr. Murphy. 

Resolved in the affirmative. 
Question-That clause 8, as re<1d, stand 

part of the Bill-put; and the Committee 
divided:-

Mr. Armfield 
Barber 
Carter 

, Coyne 
Dunstan 
Fihelly 
Forde 
Free 
Gilday 
Gilli~s 
Gledson 
Hartley, H. L. 

,, Hartl0y, W. 
Huxham 
Jonrs 

AYEs, 31. 
Mr. Lloyd 

, McLachlan 
:M cM inn 
J\IcPhail 
O',ul!ivan 

,, Payne 
PPterson 
Pollock 

, Ryan, D. 
, llyan, H .• T, 
, :-.·topford 

Weir 
, Wellington 

"\Vil~on 
, W instanley 

, Land 
Tellrrs: Mr. Gillies and Mr. Weir. 

Mr. Bebbington 
, Bell 
, Bridges 
, Cort~er 

NoEs, 7. 
J\Ir. Gunn 

, ~,lur]~hy 
,. [olmle 

Tellers: Mr. Bebbington and Mr. Corser. 

Recolved in the affirmative. 

On clause 9-" Amendment of section 43"­
Mr. BEBBINGTON moved the omission, 

on line 17, of the words "which entry shall 
have the Eke effect." It seemed to him that 
those words had no right to be there. 

Hmc J. A. FIHELLY moved-That the 
question be now put. 

Question-That the question be now put-­
put; and the Committee divided:-

AYEs, 32. 
Mr. Armfield Mr. Lloyd 

Barber McLacblan 
, Carter Mc:Ylinn 

Covne McPhail 
Dti'nstan 0' !"iullivan 

, Fihrlly ., Payne 
Forde Peterson 

., Free Pollock 

., Gilday , Ryan, D. 
Gillirs , Tiyan, ll. J. 
Gledson 8tonford 

, llartley, H. L. Theodore 
, Hartley, W. 1\'pir 

H uxham , We Ilington 
.T OUPS \V ilson 
Land , Winstanley 

Tellers: Mr. Forde and Mr. Peterson. 

Mr. Bayley 
, BPbbington 
, Bell 
, Bridges 
, Corser 

NoEs, 9. 
Mr. Gunn 

, lliurphy 
, Tolmie 
, Vowles 

Tellers: Mr. Bridges and Mr. Gunn. 

Ruolve·d in the affirmative. 
Question-That clause 9, as read, stand 

part of the Bill-put ; and the Committee 
divided:-

~h·es 32. 
NO(S 9. 

This division was exactly similar to the 
previou;;:; ·divi·,ion. 

Question resolved in the affirmative. 
Cl a uses 10 and 11 put and passed. 
On clause 12-" Power to reassess"-
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Mr. VOWLES said there should be some 
limitation as far as reopening of assessments 
was concerned. The clause provided that 
f'uccessors might be distl!rbed years and years 
after the estate ha·d been closed. He moved 
the omission, on line 16, of the words " at 
any time," and the insertion in lieu thereof 
Df the words " within two years." 

HoN .• J. A. FIHELL Y: The amendment 
seemed a reasonable one and he would 
accept it, but he would point out that the 
Bill was drafted on the English Act and 
there had not beo:·n any complaints there. 

Amendment agreed to. 
Clause, as amended, put and passed. 
Clause 13 put and passed, 

On clause 14-" Default in returns, etc."­
Mr. VOWLES said subclause (d) was 

pretty strong. Under that provision if a 
clerk in a lawyer's office prepared state­
ments necessary for the purposes of the 
Stamp Commissioner, and it turned out 
there wtu an omission, he would be liable to 
a penalty of £100. 

HoN. J. A. FIHELLY: In order to meet 
the objection of the hon. member he moved 
tho omission on line 58, page 9, of the word 
"whole," and on line 1, page 10, of the 
words "of the.n 

Amendment agreed to. 
HoN. J. A. FIHELL Y moved the insertion ' 

after the 'vord "circu1nstances," on line 1, 
page 10, of the words "within his know­
ledge." 

Amendment agreed to. 
Clause 14, as amended, put and passed. 
Clau,es 15 to 17 put and passed. 

On clause 18-" Am,·ndment of section 4 
of Act 1904"-

Mr. VOWLES objected to extending the 
time till three -"'car', and he was oppmed to 
the retrospective application of any legisla­
tion. 

Clause put and passed. 
Clause 19 put and passed. 
On clause 20-" Amendment of section 

11"-
Mr. VOWLES formally objected to 1he 

principle cont<1ined in the clause. 
Clause put and passed. 
Preamble put and passed. 

The House resumed. The TE:MPORARY 
CHAIR:MAN reported the Bill with amend­
ments, and the third reading was made an 
Order of the Day for the next sitting day. 

[6 a.m.] 

HARBOUR BOARDS ACT AMENDMENT 
BILL. 

INITIATION IN CO'I!MITTEE 

HoN. J. A. FIHELLY rr.oved-
" That it is desirable that a Bill be 

introduced to declare the rights of the 
Crown in the foreshores and bed of 
harbours, and to make provision for the 
granting of leac·es of wharfage lands, 
and to further amend the Harbour Boards 
Act, 1892, in certain particulars, and 
for other incidental purposes." 

Que"tion put and passed. 
The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN 

reported that the Committee had come to a 
resolution, and the resolution was agreed to. 

FIRST READING. 
'rhe Bill was read a first time, and the 

second reading made an Order for the next 
sitting day. 

LAND ACT AME:NDMENT BILL. 
INITIATION IN CoMMITTEE. 

The TREASURER moved-
" That it is desirable that a Bill be 

introduced to further amend the Land 
Act of 1910 in certain particulars." 

Question put and passed. 
The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN 

reported that the Committee had come to a 
resolution, and the resolution was agreed to. 

FIRST READING. 

The Bill was read a first time, and the 
second reading made an Order for the next 
sitting day. 

TREASURY BILLS BILL. 
RETURNED FROM CouNCIL. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of a 
mes,age from the Legislative Council, return­
ing this Bill without amendment 

The House adjourned at five minutes past 
6 o'clock a. m. 




