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2670 Fallen Soldw1·s. [ASSEMBLY.] Fallen Soldiers. 

FRIDAY, 9 NOVEMBER, 1917. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. W. McCormack, Cairns) 
took the chair at half-past 3 o'clock. 

QUESTIONS. 
\YAGES OF METROPOLITAN WATER AND 

SEWERAGE BOARD EMPLOYEES. 
Mr. SW AYNE (Ji irani) asked the Trea

surer-
" 1. Are the employees of the Metro

politan vV ater and Sewerage Board now 
paid rates of wages in excess of those 
contained in the award made by the 
Conciliation and Arbitration Court? 

" 2. If so, what were the rates provided 
for in the award, and what are the rates 
now paid?" 

The TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 
Chillagoe) replied-

" 1 and 2. With the exception of a 
small number of emploY'ees who by 
reason of long and faithful service, or 
who are performing special duties as in 
airlocks, and who are granted a slightly 
higher rate of pay than that provided 
for in the awards. the rates fixed bv the 
tn':ards are strictly adhered to." " 

GI:-; GIN AXD BAt:PLE CENTRAL MILLS. 

:\Ir. S\YAYNE asked the Treasurer-
" 1. Can he give an estimate of what 

the operations at the Gin Gin Mill are 
likely to be during the present season? 

"2. Is it anticipated that the opera
tions in the Bauple Central Mill will 
re· ult in a profit or a loss during the 
present season?" 

The TREASURER replied-
" 1. It is too early to form a reliable 
estimate of the financial results of the 
year which ends on 30th June next. 

"2. Yes." 

PASTORAL LEASES-REAPPRAISEMENT OF RENTS. 
:\ir. MOORE (Aubigny) asked the Secretary 

for Public Lands-
" 1. The number of pastoral leases dealt 

with by the Land Court for reappraise
ment of rents during the past twelve 
months? 

" 2. The number of pastoral leases on 
which the rents were raised to the maxi
mum allowed by the Act? 

" 3. The number of pastoral leases on 
which the rents were reduced?" 

The SECRET.ARY FOR PDBLIO LANDS 
(Hon .. J. M, Hunter, 3Iaranoa) replied

" 1. One hundred and three. 
" 2. Njnetv-onc 
"3. Nil." ... 

FALL EN SOLDIERS. 

:\101'ION OF SYl>!PATHY WITH THE HON. 
ME}IBER FOR NANANGO. 

The TREASURER: I desire, with the 
permission of the House, to move a motion 
without notice. 

The SPEAKER: Is it the pleasure of 
the House that the Treasurer be allowed 
to move a motion without notice? 

HOXOURABLE MEMBERS: Rear, hear! 

~Hon. E. G. Theodore. 

The TREASURER: I desire to move the 
following motion:-

"That this House expresses its sin
cerest sympathy with the hon. member 
for Nanango (Mr. R S. Hodge) in his 
great sorrow caused by the death of his 
soldier son, recently killed in action on 
the Western front." 

I understand that the hon. member was 
notifiNl yec;terday morning by the military 
authorities that one of his sons was 
wounded. and he was notified again last 
night that another son had been killed. 
Hon. members 0an understand the great 
grief of the hon. member and his family 
on receiving the dreadful tidings. (Hear, 
hear!) Unfortunately, in the present war 
a great many families-almost every family 
one might say, in the land-has at some 
time or other during the last two years 
been stricken bv a similar sorrow. and the 
sympathy which we ""tend to 'the hon. 
member therefore will be all the more 
general. (Hear. hear!) In the midst 
of the stern realities of the war in which 
the nations of the worl-d are now engaged 
Mr. Hedge has, at leo,st, the consolation of 
knowing that his son die-d in battl<'. man
fully striYing on the side of liberty and 
j ustif'c 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

The TREASURER: On behalf of this 
side of the House, I df'sire to extend to 
Mr. Hodge and his family our sincerest 
s:vmpathy, and I desire to express the hope 
th"t his wmmd0d son may soon recover, 
and may be spared to return again to his 
parents and familv in his home in Queens-
land. ' " 

Hoxo<:RABLE :\1D!BERS: Hear, !war ! 

Hox. J. TOLl'\IIE: I desire to second the 
motion of s:,·mpathy moYed by the Acting 
Chief S<>oretary. I know that the sympathy 
of all members of this Houee goes forth 
to :\fr. Hodge and the members of his 
family in the yery sad affliction which they 
are suffering at tl1is time. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hea"r! 

Hox. .J. TOL:\1IE: The feeling that we 
ha,-c for Mr. Ho-dge is that which we haYe 
for all the parents and those who have lo't 
thci1· relative>, in the great struggle in 
which we are now engaged. It is yery sad 
that the circumstances arc such as they 
happen to be, but wc cannot help a-dmiring 
the self-denial and self-sacrifice of these 
voung men who have at this juncture done 
~'' mnch for the Empire-(Hcar, hear!)-
and when the circumstances are such ns 
the'\· are in this cao;;e-nne has ma.c1R "thA 
gr~at sacrifice." and the other has been 
wouncle-:l-we feel that we are under an 
obligation to express our sincere sympathy 
with th<' familv in their bereavement. I 
enter fully into" the feelings of the i\cting 
ChiPf Seerctary in moving this motion, and 
I a.m certain that, not onl:v on the other 
side. but throughout the whole Hous<J, there 
i' nothinp; but the deepe<t sympathy for 
l\Ir. Hodg-e at this juncture. 

The SPEAKER: I suggest that hon. 
mcmhcrs stand while I put the motion. 

The motion was carried unanimously, 
hon. members standing in their places. 
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'SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS. 

The TREASURER, in moving-
" That so much of the Standing Orders 

be suspended for this day as would other
wise prevent the receiving of resolutions 
from the Committees of Supply and Ways 
and Means on the same day on which they 
shall have passed in those Committees, 
and the passing of an Appropriation 
Bill through all its stages in one de.y," 

.said : This is the usual motion for a Supply 
Bill. 'I'he appropriation granted under the 
last Appropriation Bill is almost exhausted, 
and it is necessary to get another Supply 
Bill passed so as to be able to pay the 
railway servants next Wednesday. If we 
pass the Bill to-day, it will give the Legis
lative Council an opportunity of passing it 
on 'I'uesday next. I do not think it is neces
sary to say any more, as we are just following 
the ordinary procedure. 

Ho~. J. TOLMIE (1'oowoomba): I am not 
going to offer any serious objection to this 
motion. If the Estimates had been taken 
earlier in the year, then a measure of this 
kind would have been obviatea. There is 
no reason whv we should not take the Esti
mates much "earlier in the year and pass 
the mane:- in the u~ual way without having 
to pass so many Appropriation Bills. 

The TREASDRER : If you had granted us 
four months' Supply last time ihstead of 
two months. it would have obviated the 
necessity for this measure. 

Ho:s-_ J. TOLMIE : The hon. gentleman 
is burking the question. He might as well 
say that if wo granted him eighteen months' 
Supply there would be no need to take the 
Estimates until after the next election. \Ve 
are asking for the passage of the financial 
measures on constitutional lines. If the 
Estimates had been considered fully by this 
time, there would have been no need for 
this Bill at all. When the hon. gentleman 
is submitting the resolution, I hope he will 
give us some information as to how the 
different funds stand, particularly the loan 
fund and the trust fund. I have no objec
tion to the resolution being passed. 

QnPstion put and passed. 

SUPPLY. 

RESUMPTION OF COMMITTEE. 

(Jfr. Bu·tram, Jlaree, in the chair.) 

The TREASURER m·oved-
" That there be granted to His Majesty, 

on account, for the service of the vear 
1917-18. a further sum not exceeding 
£900,000 towards defraying the expenses 
of the various departments and services 
of the State." 

Question put and passed. 

The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN re
ported that the Committee had come to a 
resolution, and the Committee obtained leave 
to sit again on Tuesday next. 

WAYS AND MEA~S. 

RES1:MPTION OF COMMITTEE. 

The TRK\SURER moved-
" (a) That towards making good the 

Supply granted to His Majesty for the 

service of the year 1917-18, a further sum 
not exceeding £500,000 be granted out 
of the consolidated revenue fund, exclu
sive of the moneys standing to the credit 
of the loan fund account. 

"(b) That £250,000 be granted from 
trust and special funds. 

"(c) That £150,000 be granted from 
loan fund." 

Ho:-~. J. TOLMIE asked for some infonqa
tion in regard to the ~ondition of the various 
accounts. The Treasurer asked for an 
appropriation of £900,000, and before they 
passed that an;ount it was only right they 
should know the condition of the various 
funds. He asked the hon. member for that 
information when he spoke before. How did 
the consolidated revenue stand? Was there 
an overdraft? How did the trust fund stand? 
'l'he Treasurer asked for £250,000 from trust 
and special funds and they ought to have 
some information as to why that amount 
was necessary. It was equivalent to one 
month's Supply. He did not know whether 
the Government was going to buy any more 
cattle stations with the money, or whether 
they were going in for a big iron works 
policy, or whether they were going to buy 
additional sawmills. They did not know if 
the Government were going to enter into 
competition with some of the big draperd 
i·1 Brisbane or elsewhere. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pl::BLJO LANDS: It might 
be a now--paper. 

Ho:s-. J. TOLMIE: It might be a news
paper, because one hon. member opposite, 
spc•aking last night, said that there was an 
endeavour to start a newspaper in I'oo
>voomba, but tlw Commonwealth Govern
ment wonld not allow the capital to be used 
for that purpose. 

The HO~IE SECRETARY: You might get a 
n.•wspaper there withoLJt any capital. 

HoN .• J. TOLMIE: They could buy the 
11ewspapers already in Toowoomba. It was 
onlv a question of price. Newspapers were 
for" sale like any other article, and it was 
Ci1ly a question whether the price offered was 
cnfficiently attractive. It might be, as the 
Minister for Lands sai·d, that it was the 
intention to start a State newspaper. Prob
ably that was wanted badly. In fact, th~y 
rnight want more than one; but, nevertheless. 
the Opposition would like to know how the 
rr,oney was to be spent. The amount of 
£150,000 asked for from loan fund was "o 
small that appan·ntly the Government were 
fo!lowing a policy of gcing slow. 

The 'I'RK\SURER: We have riot spent 
£150,000 in the month on the .average for a 
long time. 

HoN. J. TOLMTE: That accounted for the 
sad state of Brisbane to-day. He was told 
!Jy il. g<>nt!eman who knew something about 
the affairs of the city that distress had begun 
to manifest itself to ""n alarming extent, 
because of unemployment. It was most 
regrettable that such should be the case, and 
that the Treasurer chould have to sav that 
l1e spent so little loan money and had been 
doing so for some time. In one case there 
appeared to be an abnormal expenditure, in 
the sense that it was higher than usual, and 
in the other an expenditure, perhaps, not so 
great as it might be 

Hon. J. Tolmie.l 
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The TREASL"RER : The hon. member on 
one occasion reviled the Government for it3 
r~cklc9s expenditure during the war on 
c.bjects which might be left until the war 
v. a& over. On the next occasion he bitterly 
complained that the Government were not 
spending .cnore loan money. The supply 
asked for on the present occasion was suffi
cwnt to carry them on for five weeks~until 
the final Appropriatior, Bill. It was antici
pated that the Estimates would then have 
been passed, and the final Appropriation Bill 
approved. 

Hon. J. TOLi\flE: That gives us some idea 
of when Parliament may adjourn. 

The TREASURRR: No, it simply gave 
them some i?ea when they might hope to 
h.tye. the E.stnnates through and the Appro
pl'latwn Bill passed. \\'ith regard to the 
oetails of the public balances, the usual 
quartArly statemL'nt was issued a little over 
a. week ago, and was to be found in tbe 
"Government Gazette," p. 1822. 

Hon. J. ToL~HE: WP are not supplied 
with that. 

The TREASURER: All hon. members 
have beep notified that those who particularly 
desned It and who sent a note through the 
C,f!rk, to I~te Trectsurer, or th~ Government 
Pnnter, might have the " Gazette" supplied 
to them. The " G:tzette" invoiYed a vast 
quantity of metter of little use to the 
ord_inary mem,Jer, and it was only once in a 
while that matt01·s appeared of general use 
tu. mem~ers, and thst was why it was not 
bemg Circulated e•nongst them. He need 
not give the details of the figures in the 
c:uarterly 3tatement, but he would pass it 
over to the hon. member if he wished to 
see it. 

:Yir. ROBER'l'S (Bnst Toowaomba): He 
wanted to emphasise his lwlicf that there 
was a considerable r .Imtll'r of men out of 
m;nploymcnt. ~'he,n the E,timates were being 
rhscn;·,ed )ast mgnt, the hm1. member for 
lps•nch tned to meke a compa,·ison between 
en~ployee,, of the State and employees of 
pnvate persons. a>Jd he gathered from one 
of his a~·guments that st,•te employees were 
:clot so likely to be put off if therP were a 
'hortage of work. 'That was not so. Onh· 
last week, in 'l'oowoomba, men engaged U]ooi1 
the coal stage and other place·s there had 
been discharged. Some of them had looked 
upon their work as almost a permanency. 

::vl:r. WEIR: How lor;g have they be2n on? 

Mr. ROBERTS: Thes had been on for 
twelve months or more. 'l'hev askE'd him if 
he could find them employment, and he told 
them that the custom of the GovPrnment was 
that men must make application at the 
bureau, and they said that thev had been to 
!he bu;e.e.u at Toowoomba. and it was quite 
Impossible to find work. 'This WE'ek in Bris
bane he had been approach~d hv some men 
whom he had known in Toowoomba. and 
who had come to Brisbane. Thev found 
themselves out of work, too, and he \vas told 
generally that whilst Brisbane hnd been 
fortunate during the period of the war, now 
people ht>re were beginning to feel the posi
tion. With regard to the matter in which 
the hon. membm· for Ipswich seemed to take 
some interest last night-that was. the Too
woomba foundr~·-he still maintained that 
the TreasurPt, who also occupied th<> nosition 
of Secretary for Public Works, might have 

[Hon. E. G. Theodore. 

used his powers to remedy the position. 
When the men <tpproached him and the 
Acting l\Enistcr for J ust,ice with reference 
to the a'vards, if he had been the least s:;; m
pathetic towards the> request, as again-t th<' 
Inen in tho union, who :Je-,.i:·ed to m{lintain 
a high rate of wages, he would have taken 
steps to see that the employees engaged on 
agricultural machinery were provided with 
a special board. The judge "ho dealt with 
the case said emphatically that if applic.e.
tions were made, or he were askNl by th'' 
1\'l:inister. he would recommend the formatJon 
of such a board. 

The TREASURER: Do vou want a reduction 
of wages'? u 

::vJ:r. ROBERTS : ::"Jo, but they wanted the 
industry to be continued in Queensland on 
lines followed in the other States of Aus
tralia. In \Vestern Australia, and all th<> 
other Sta tt'l, therP w:1s a special a we.rd for 
agricultural · machinery implement making·. 
It was pointed out that the men engaged in 
that particular dass of work were not 
reqi.Jired to be so skilled. The prP ·ent posi· 
tion \.V.fi"'> the reason \vhv a, number of men 
had ceased to be emplo:-·ed in Que<:'!lsland. 
'This particular kind of work was being. dOI_le 
in ::\ew South \Vales, and the foundnes m 
Queensland found it impossible to corr;p_ete, 
with the re,ult th:1t under those conditiOns 
n1cn 1vere leaving Quee-nsland and :getting 
emplovment in the other States, whilst the 
agents" came up to Queensland and so_ld. ~he 
machinery to customers here. In additiOn 
to th.e.t. 'thev were losing the money they 
would othen~·ise get from thf'. Commonwealth 
in respect of those men. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! The hon. 
member is getting away from the question 
before the Committee. 

Mr. ROBERTS: He wanted to get infor
mation as to whether there was any special 
sum of money included in the amount asked 
for that could be utilised in finding em]1loy-

ment, particularly in the Rail
[4 p.m.] way Department, f'?r those men. 

'There was a certam amounto of 
work to be done. For instance, the Commis
sioner for Railways, some months ago, 
promised that he would provi<;[e accomi!lo
dation in the way of a small ratlway statiOn 
on the Drayton deviation, at 'Toowoomba 
South, and he would like to know if it was 
possible to have that work done. H~ under
stood that the amount of money reqmred for 
the station was only about £200. 

Hon. J. TOLMIE: £98. 

Mr. ROBER'l'S: He thought it was mor<' 
than that. Considering the amount of mon<'y 
that was being spent on State works, he 
thought the Treasurer might make that sum 
available out of the amount asked for. 

The TREASURER: The question of build
ing extensions in the Railway Department 
was a matter decided on by the Commis
sioner. Certain sums were made available 
to the Commissioner by Parliament each 
year, but the Commissioner himself had con
trol of those moneys, and was not under the 
direction of the Cabinet in that matter. Of 
course, he was under the obligation to keep 
within the vote, but on what works he 
utilised the money was practically in his own 
hands to decide. He had no doubt that if 
representations were made to him that lw 
would be doing a good service in the way of 
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relieving temporary unemployment existing 
in any locality that it would weigh with him. 
He (the Treasurer) would undertake to have 
the matter raifled by the hon. member 
brought before the Commissioner, so that the 
matter might be exp~dited. (Hear, hear!) 
Hon. members oppos1te had frequently re
ferred to the alleged acute situation brour:;ht 
a.bout by unemployment, but there was prac
tically no unemployment in Queenc;land at 
the present time. Under the machinerv 
established bv the Government-labour ex
changes-the CGovernment "as in close tnuch 
with the conditions in each industrial dis
trict, and theY could a'·Certain what the 
state of the labour market was. 

Hon. J. TOLMIE: ·what is the reason for 
the large number of unemploYed mentioned 
in the reports? " 

The TREASURER: Under the system 
established by the Government the'" · were 
bound to have registered a certain number of 
men seeking employment probably at every 
bureau throughout the length and breadth of 
the Shte. At the present time they had a 
record of all men socking employment, 
wher<:'as a few years ago no record was kept; 
but the fact that a man was registered as 
s~eking employn;ent in any trade or calling 
d1d not nccessanly mean that he was out of 
employment. He might be in temporary 
employment and was seeking employment in 
a particular trade. 

Hon. J. TOLMIE: The union secretaries do 
not say so in their reports. 

Th" TREASURER : The hon. member was 
doubtless referring to the statistics published 
in the " Gazette" a few months ago. A 
large number of those men were onlv tem
porarily out of employment because of some 
industrial dispute. The Australian Workers' 
Union reported 5,000 men as unemplo:;-ed, 
and he had a word with the sccretarv of the 
Australian Workers' Union and asked him 
what he meant by stating that those 5.000 
men were unemployed, and he said thev 
were not seeking employment. It was caused 
in the first place by the cessation of work 
by 1,400 men at Mount Morgan, who were 
not seeking work, but he included them as 
unemployt•d. They should have been re
ported as men out of employment through 
a temporary cessation of industrial aC'tivi
ties as a result of a lockout or strike. That 
was precisely what it was. It was not a 
case of absence of employment. 

Mr. RoBERTS: Did he mention that in his 
report? 

The TREASURER: No; but he should 
have done so. Since then arrangements had 
been made to include the information in the 
"remarks" column, so that it would not be 
misleading. H was unemployment caused bv 
industrial depression that was the real 
tragedy, and not that men were temporarily 
unemployed through any industrial lockout 
or strike. 

Colonel RANKIN : That is another tragedy. 

The TREASURER: That was a tragedv 
of another aspect. The real question thact 
they had to deal with was the unemploy
ment brought about by industrial depres
sion and the inabilitv of able-bodied men 
able and willing to work to get work and 
earn a livelihood for themselves and their 
families. That was one of the worst evils 
that could exist in any country, and they 
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must make up their minds to find a solu
tion of that problem whenever it seriously 
affcrtnd Queens] ··nd. The Government haa 
e·,tablishC'd machinerv which, to a large 
ext·•nt, ···:ould obviate the extension of any 
<'Yi] of that kind in Queensland. The 
labour exchar;"es had rendered valuable 
services, and there was very little chance 
of 1: 1'g-' bodir-- of men being unemployed. 
Cert~ inly in the Rockhampton district there 
v:as a depression in the building trade, 
but the Government wore relieving the de
pre- ··ion in two ays; fir,tly. by expediting 
public works contemplated in the district, 
.;,nd secondly, b:· drafting those men w~o 
were willing and able to go, to other dls
trictc where employhwnt was to be found. 

Hon. J. TOLl\IIE: Have they not com-
plailwd that you nt men from Brisbane 
to \Ve,twood? 

The TREASURER: The complaint was 
foundLd on wrong information, because no 
men were sent from Brisbane to West
wood. V\hat happened was that a number 
of men followed the foreman down from 
the Korth, and he, instead of engaging his. 
men through the bureau, put on the men 
who came from the North. They had ta, 
be put off because the regulations gave· 
absolute preference to the men in the dis
trict. 

Hon. J. TOLMIE: And then the foremalli 
resigned. 

The TREASURER: Yes. He was a vt;ry 
good foreman, but he departed from the 
practice laid down, that preference must 
be given as far as Government works were 
concerned to the men reg;stered in the 
local bureau. 

Mr. VowLES: Irrespective of qualifica
tion? 

The TREASURER: Not irrespective of 
qualification, as they must have competent 
men. Full power was given to. all foremen 
to dispense with any men not capable of 
doing the work that they were asked to 
perform. 

Colonel RANKIN : Any preference to 
unionists? 

The TREASURER: Yes. The first pre
ference was given to returned soldiers, and 
the second preference to unionists, and as 
agolinst outsiders, preference was given to 
local men. He was sure that was a policy 
which hon. members would endorse. 

::Yir. ROBERTS : I understand that policy 
has been departed from? 

The TREASURER : It had only been de
parted from inadvertently, such as in the 
case of \Vestwood. The foreman there pre
tended to be ignorant of that regulation, 
and he felt aggrieved when he had "o put 
off the men who r·ame down from the North. 
One or two complaints had been made iu 
regard to officers of the Railway Depnt
ment putting on men instead of engagmg 
them through the bureau, which led to vom
plaints on the part of those men ,; ho had 
registered, and were waiting for employ
ment, in some cases for some weeks, only to 
find that men coming from other districts 
had been put on by the foremen. There 
were onlv isolated cases of that kind. The 
system g~nerally was working very smoothly 
throughout the State. All the departments 
were co-operating in the endeavour to solve 
the unemployed difficulty, ,and both em
ployer and employees were making use of 

Hon. E. G. Theodore.'j 
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tho oxcL'l ;res. No ono could say that there 
"as not sufiicient work to be done in Queens
land. It was only a que-tion of getting the 
men who \Vere available and \villiug tJ 
work to the w >rk that was offering,·· and 
the object of the present system was to 
render hbour more mobile in order to meet 
tho needs of both employers .and c·nployees. 

Colonel RANKIN: It was a striking com
mentary on the industrial legislation of the 
r,resent Government that the Treasurer had 
found it necessarv to call in the cccretary 
of an Australig,n Workers' Union and define 
to him a special class of unemployed-men 
who were unemplovod, not because there w·1s 

110 work for them 'but because thev declined 
to work. N<:>-:or ·before in the history of 
Queensland had •·uch a state of affair 
tixisted. 'I~lt'Y had generally registered the 
numhrr of uncmploy€d-that was, the num
beJ of men who wore out of work--but no>Y 
the Minister told them that the number 
g-iven did not in aPy way indicate' the num
ber of men out of employment. It appee~red 
that there was a lnrge army of mrn~in the 
r.eighbourhood of a couple of thousand
who were unemplo~p~d, T.iot because thc'f•_} ''-'a~ 
no work for them to do, but becms<; tbev 
dPclinec! to work. • 

The CHAIR:\1AN: Order 1 The Treasurer 
''as not strictly in Ol'der in dealing with 
that question. but he was replying to an 
iiJterjeotion mrrdt> by the lr~der of the 
Opposition. and I did not intervene. The 
hon. member will see that he is hardlv in 
order in deali!lg with that question on' the 
mction before the Committee. 

Colonel RANKIN: It seemed to him that 
the question he was d0aling with had a bear
ing on the m?tion before the Committee. 
'J hey were vobng money for the upkeep of 
r·ublic depart•nents, which were responsible 
for the employment or unemployment of our 
citizens. Consequently the statement he was 
making was very closely allied with the 
motion before the Committee. In the most 
rtcent issue of the " Gazette" publish"d bY 
th" Departme.nt of Pub~ic W<•rks, over '-hich 
thL hon. gentleman presided, th•,re was 
rrinted a record of the condition of employ
ment throughout th•> whole State. The in
formation was supplied bv the secrehries 
of unions, who could no: possibly be oharg.>d 
with being opposed to the present Adminis
tr&tion. What did the fi:-ures in that 
"Gazette" indicate with rer-a>d to the state 
of employment? If they took anv ol' the 
J·,ig- industrial centrE's. they would· se· , that 
not only was the number of unemploved 
l&rge, but that in most cases thP prospects 
i~ere ~,tated to l;>e "bad," " gloom:~?," 

poor, or somcthmg to that effect. The 
position of the workers in Queensland to-day 
"as not one which reflected credit on the 
rresent Government. It was all very well 
for the Treasurer to tell the Committee that 
thE' Government had set up labour bureaus. 
Tht' labour bureau was no doubt a vNv 
excellent instib1tion, but it did not meet the 
difficulty; it di-d not find employment for 
men who were out •Jf work. It might, as 
the hon. gentleman no do!lbt intended, bring 
the man who wanted to dispose of his labour 
into touch with the employer who wanted to 
stcure that labour. That was simply the 
pxtensio~ of a pri_n~iple :which was adopted 
by previous Admmistrahons, so that there 
was nothing new about it, and the hon. 

rH'on. E. G. Theodore. 

·ways and 1viwns. 

••entleman could not claim any originality 
tur the sche-me. But it had not met the 
dJf!iculty. The posit;on of the workmen to
·Gay was not one which justified the optimistic 
spn·it mandcsted by the Treasurer. He 
should like to refer bri cfly to the attitude 
of the Government with reg-ard to questions 
asked by hon. rnernbers. Certain quec;tions 
dealing with money were put by the hon. 
lllember for JY1irani that a. ternoon. asking 
:or information which it was very desirable 
that hon. members chould possess. A very 
large sum of monoy was invested in central 
sugo:cr-mills, and it was very necc- · ary that 
n;embers shou Id know "hat were the pros
rects in regard to those inveotments. The 
ho!l. member for l\1irani asked the Treasurer 
a 'ery straightforwar-d question. 

'I'he THEASURER: Didn't I giYe him a 
straightforward answer 1 

Colonel RANKIN : No. He would read 
the question and answer. 

Th., SECRETARY FOR AGmcuLTURE : He 
''"ked for information about the Proserpine 
JHill and things ot that kind. 

Colonel RANKIN : The Secretary for 
A,o:riculture was so parochial that he could 
r.ot go beyond the immediate neighbourhood 
of his own electorate, and failod to realise 
that members sitti11g on the Opposition sido 
z f the House took a nonnarochial view of 
their duties The question-aske-d by the hon. 
r:wmber for 1\Drani wa,s-

" Can he give an estimate of what the 
operations of the (_,in Gin Mill are likely 
to be during the present season?" 

Tte Treasurer replied that at the pre-,ent 
tnne he could not ;:;ive any indication of 
\\·hat the operations would be. The next 
question was-

" Is it anticipate.] that the operations 
of the Mount Hauple Central lvlill wiJI 
result in :t profiL or loss for the present 
season?" 

The reply to that was ''Yes." (Laughter.) 
Tha Tm"ASL"RER: I did not 'anticipate that 

there would be a profit or Jo,,, but antici
r·ated that the . accvunts would exactly 
balance, and that 1s a correct answer. 

Colonel RA~KI:-J: The hon. <>"entleman 
must B;nticipate either n. profit (J'r a lo~s, 
unl· 3S 1t happened that the accounts exactly 
squared, which >vas a very unlikely thing. 
The hon. gentleman knew quite well that he 
was simply evading the question. And that 
was not an isolate-d case: it had been the 
attitude of the Govormnent all through when 
members on the Opposition side had asked 
for information. ThP leader of the Opposi
tion had great trouble in drawing from the 
Tre,• surer the meagre fragmentarv statement 
he made with regard to this particular vote. 
The hon. gentleman answered questions bv 
giving them a statement of what the Govern
ment had done with regard to a matter 
which the Chairman admitted was entirelv 
out of order. The Treasurer had given very 
little information with regard to the cxren
ditu"o of this monev. He "as rather 
inrline,d to rejoice that·· there was some indi
cation of ~ronomy, as the Treasurer had 
stated that this £1.500.000 from the loan fund 
represented five weeks' supply. It was, per
haps. reducing the loan ex)1'>nditure, which 
h{' !hou'lht cvas a v<'ry desirable thing. Hon. 
mcmhers on his ,ide had been preaching 
economy ever since they came here, and it 
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;vas absolutely necessary that they should 
unprcos upou the Gove,nment the imuort· 
ance of keeping dov;n, as far as possible, the 
<>xpcnditure at the present time when money 
-~,"as sC'arce, and utllic:e _it so as to give the 
ver.> he.st rc,ult-. He d1d not know v;hether 
<me would he jnstitle·d in de<lucing from the 
'tatcment made hv the Treasurer that the 
revenue expenditure for the year was going 
to be. rcdu<:c,d to a n ry great extent. They 
had 111 tlus v0tc, accordjurr to the Troa
urer's stn.ten1ent, flve Wf'"~k~ supply, which 

>cas c:ju<ll to ahout a tenth of the year; that 
Y:ould mean that th,, expenditure for the 
:ear would go into the neighi1ourhood of 
£8,000.000 from all source:'. \Vas he right 
in a<uming that that 1vr~.s so, becF'use if it 
was it m.·ant a dccrc. se of something like 
£4.f00.000 on the <'xpenditure of last 7ear, 

hich was a very big thillg. ' 
The THEA~L"RER: The lwn. member will 

·under· tand that it is vcn· difficult for me to 
rnakc an C"tim:-Jte. As tl1P':'e five ivoeks co\rer 
a peciod in which pJyments are made for 
inter' ·t, there "·ill hP no compari.o;on really 
berv .•en tlw time. covered by ~hi., amount 
and the total for the whole year. 

Colonel HA:\'KE\: Were they not jmti
:.cd in as.-.tnning thu.t thi-: vvould repr{_···;.cnt 
rr !enth of the :ear'·· expenditure? At the 
came time, he suppoecd that it would indicate 
lho limit of the loan expenditure', because. 
that , .. oul-d gi,·o th··m a loan expe::cliture of 
'"lll!elhing like £1,500.000. In the best year 
d th•.· Liber.tl c\ dministntion it was seldom 
that th0y exce0ded £2,000,000. 

The TRr.<Sl:RER : You struck £3,500,000 one 
:;.ear. 

ColonP! HA~KIN: He thought they struck 
£3,000.000 one year, hut thev tried to limit 
it to £2.000,00C a year, which -,vac a v~n
·wis:"? thing, hut the present Gcvernn1eflt 
,consider·' blv adv mc0d upon that. If this was 
any indication that the Government was 
going io sho'.; further cconmny, hr~ ·velcon1e.d 
it as hr a,; it went. The sarr:e thing h:,rdlv 
a 11plicd with regard to trust funds. beca.uso 
lt ·,·, nuld m0an rn exnenditure of behn_)Pn 
£2.000.000 and £3,000,000 for the vear from 
tru·t funds. Hon. members on his 'side of the 
House had always adyo(':cted th<' greatest 
eronom.v and care in !~!ln cxp.-:?nditurf' of 
trust fund· Ht' hoped that, as the Trea
surer had indicated a reductiGn in the expen
diture of loan monev. thev would also SefJ 

greut~r c<1re exercised in tegard to the 
expenditu"e of t,rust money. 

The TREASURER: ThE' Liberal Government 
rpent £3.300.000 in 1911-12, and £2,400,000 in 
anotho~ year. 

Colonel H~\NKIN: The Liberal Govern
n1ent 'vcro VC'l'Y g-reatly concerned about mak
ing ends Tl1 ed at the end of the year, and being 
-ae,Jc to pay their wa~· as lhey went along; 
whereas they had now a Governm<'nt which 
had comt in with a smile on their faces and 
shown <1 great loss. 

The TREASURER: You were not <loin" a 
fair thing to the public servants of the St~te. 

Colonel HA="JKIN: He thought thev suc
ceeded fairly well, both in making ends meet 
and in meeting their obligations in other 
directions. 

Question put and passed. 

The Home resumed. The CHAIR:l1AN 
reported that i·he Committee. ha<l cDme to 
certain resolutions. The resolutions were 
re<)eived and agreed to. 

APPROPRIATION BILL, No. 3. 
~lLL STAGES. 

A Bill, founded on the resolutions, was 
then preswted, passed through all stages, 
and ordered to be transmitted to the Legis
!· ti Ye Council for their concurrence by 
1nessage in the usual fonn. 

HAHBOCH BOARDS ACT Al\1EKD
l\1E-'\T BILL. 

I:\ITL\TIO;t;. 

Hm; .• J. A. FIHELLY (Paddington), in 
rnoving-

" That the House will, at its next 
s'Hin·5·, resolve itself into a Committee 
of the Whole to con .id er of the dc,ir

·ablene>' of introducing a Bill to declare 
t':tc rie:hts cf the Crown in the fore
shore, and bnd of harbours. and to 
Lldke provi :vn for the granting of 
leaJes of wharfage lands, and to further 
amend the Harbour Boards Act, 1892, 
ill certain particulars, and for other 
i.c1cidental pul'poses, '' 

said : I propose to give the House some 
infer_ Httion with reg·ard to this Bill. The 
part dealing with harbour boards is really 
an unimportant part of the measure. It is 
proposed t0 give harbour boards power to 
romo\'e any obstruction in the channel. If 

thoro is any wreckage in the 
[4.30 p.m.J channel, the board can have it 

removed, a~: cl the eo ,t charged 
tn the owners of the \\Teckage. It also gives 
the boards son10 control in connection with 
the clischart:e cf refu .. c in the river. That 
is a very nt~"~Csc,ary thing. It also provides 
that vchore wharves are damaged by boat,,, 
the dawage must be made good by the pro
prietor of the ship or by the company 
affect·"d. That really i·· an unimportant 
part of the Bill, dealing entirely with har
bour board mutters. Tho important part, 
rw doubt, from the leader of the Oppoc.i
tion's point of view, is that dealing with 
the foreshores. That part of the Bill is 
prcci.;e]y the same as the Bill introduced in 
the Upper House by the late Government. 
I am not disclosing any secrets when I tell 
the hon. member that, bv looking up the 
measure introduced by tfw late Attorney
General in the Upper House, he will find 
the measure that we have incorporated here 
with the amendment to the Harbour 
Boards Act. The question of the foreshores 
is a verv vexed one, but I think it \\ill be 
prematu~·o to initiate a discu-,.ion upon it 
at this ctag.,. The Government propose to 
do merely what the late Government pro· 
posed to do-that is to declare the rights 
of the Crown in the for0·,hores and beds of 
harbours, and in the propertv which lies 
between the high-water an:d low-water 
mork. The shipping companies and various 
proprie<ors of whan-es have had the use 
of those lands for manv vears. In manv 
cases they have erect2d ·buildings L!pon 
them for their own benefit and profit. The 
Government propose-as the late Govern· 
ment proposed-to pass legislation to 
declare th11t that land is Vf"Sted in the 
Crown. (Hear, hear!) It can scarcely be 
contended that that land should not be 
vr3tc-d in the Crown. but to put the matter 
beyond any doubt. when it is veste-d in the 
Crown, permits will be issued, and perhaps 
leases issued for a period of, say, fourteen 

Hon. J. A. Fihelly.] 
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years. I have gone into Tather unusual 
details so that the leader of the Opposition 
may be apprised of the contents of the Bill. 
The hon. gentleman will get the informa· 
tion in detail if he looks at the Bill that 
was introduced into the "C pper House by 
the Attorney-General of his own Govern-
mL :t. 

Colonel RANKIN : Ire there a similar Act 
iE operation elsewhere? 

Ho::-~. J. A. FIHELLY: Oh, yes! About 
ten years ago the South Australian Parlia
ment passed a comprehensive measure 'vith 
Tcgard to Adelaide. I ·do not know of any 
place where such legislation is not on the 
statute-books. 

Colonel RANKIN: "\Vhat about Kew South 
"\Vales? 

Hox .. J. A. FIHELLY: In Sydney·the 
front•[ics arc controlled bv a harbour trust. 
The hon. member will re'~ollect that at the 
time of the outbreak of bubonic plague', the 
Government bought most of the valuable 
water frontages in Sydney and vested the 
whole thing in a trust. Howc<"er, later on 
we ran get plenty of information about that 
matter. 

Question put and pa--·-cd. 

LAC\D ACT AME~DMEXT BILL. 

IXITIATION. 

The SECRETARY FOR P"CBLIC 
LAKDS moved-

" That the House :will, at its next 
sitting, resolve itself mto a Committee 
of the \Yhole to consi-der of the desir
ableness of introducing a Bill to further 
amend the Land Act of 1910 in certain 
particular~.'' 

HoN. J. ·rOLMIE: We have not the 
slightest idea what are the particulars in 
connection with this amending Bill. We are 
asked to allow the House to go into Com
mittee at the next sitting to consider the 
desirableness of introducing the Bill, but 
we have only got the bald motion of the 
Minister, and he has not given us <>ny par
ticulars about the Bill. Therefore, I do not 
think that we should allow him to go into 
Committee to conc,idcr the desirablenE"·S of 
introducing the Bill. It might be the worst 
piece of legislation that the Government 
ever attempted to put on the statute-book. 
If it be such, it is our business to scotch it 
at on< e. At any rate, I enter my protest 
at the present time against your leaving 
the chair even to consider this matter. \Ve 
have had matters before this House on 
quite a number of occasions on which such 
a practice has been followed, and it is a 
practice that does not appeal to members 
on this side, nor to any person with a sense 
of justice at all. 

The SPEAKER : It is not proposed that 
I should leave the chair. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: I am concentrating all 
my efforts on whether it is desirable to 
introduce the Bill. I do not want to get 
outside the 'cope of the motion. The motion 
commences, "That the House will at its 
next sitting resolve itself into "- Committee 
of the Whole," and the next proposition 
states the reason why, or the purpose for 
which the House should resolve itself intu 

[Hon. J . .A. Fihelly. 

a Committee, that is, " to consider the 
desirablenese of introducing a Bill " for a 
specific object. That object i,, " to amen<.! 
the Land Act of 1910 in certain particu 
Jars." There we come right dn,,n to the 
gravamen of the offence, because if tho·n 
particulars be not known to us, and we gtve 
permission to the Committee to amend the· 
Act in those certain particulars, l questio·1 
whcthN we could then alt~r chc scope of 
the Bill. We might -desire to widen it, or 
r('·,b·ict it, but we are bound down to the 
fact that the House resolves itself into a 
Committc" of the \Vhole to consider the 
dc·,irableness of amending this particular· 
Act, not in the whole, but only in part, 
and in limited parts-in certain particulars. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTcRE: Very 
se-rious! 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: It is. I have known 
very serious things to take place in the· 
COUl"oC of legislation of this kind, whe.L 
trammels have been put on the House ru 
the consideration of questions submitted to 
it, and it is because of that knowledge that 
I raise the point this afternoon, and bring 
it undcer the notice of members so that 
they may be as "ell advised as I am. If 
they then persist in pursuing a foolish course 
and allow the motion to pass, I am exoner
ated from having any lot or part in it, 
because I have done mv dutv to the House· 
in having pointed it out. . 

Mr. GRAYSO::'-J (Gunningham): I think it 
is desirable that the Minister should state 
what he wishe, to do, and the reasons why 
he wishes the House to resolve itself into
a Committee of the Whole. I have always 
taken a great interest in land settlement in 
Queensland, and I have always noticed 
during my term in Parliament that when it 
was intended to introduce a Bill to amend 
the Land Act, the Minister has given the 
House full particulars as to what the amend
ments arc likely to be, but so far the· 
Minister for Lands has not taken the House 
into his confidence. I think he would be
well advised to do so, and extend to mem
bers, especially those sitting on the Opposi
tion side, the knowledge that he has himself. 
We know that members supporting the Go
vernment know every particular in connec
tion with these proposed amendments. The· 
Bill has been thrashed out in caucus. I 
do not wish to labour the question, but I 
think the Minister might at least be more 
courteous when asking leave to introduce· 
legislation of this nature. 

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby): We are asked to 
consent to the desirableness of introducing 
a Bill "to further amend the Land Act of 
1910 in certain particulars." How can we 
possrbl:v know that any amendment is desir
able when not a shadow of an idea is given 
to us as to the directions in which these 
amendments are to be? The Minister gets 
up in his place and formally movf'·i that 
the House will resolve itself into a Com
mittee to consider something. I can imagine 
many directions in which it would be desir
able to amend the Land Act, but I am at 
a loss to know what is intended bv the Minis
ter. Does the motion mean that the Minister 
is going to do away with the principle of 
perpetual leas8 which he established only 
a little while ago? Does it mean that he 
is going to establish the position of grazing 
and pastoral lessees so that existing con
tracts cannot be interfered with, and there• 



Land Act [9 NovEMBER.l Amendment Bzll. 2677 

will be no rent>diation? Or what is he 
·driving at? \Ye can only imagine what 
may be in his mind. How are we to be in 
a position to "ay that it is desirable sorre
thing should be dono when we nave no 
idea of the di··ccti:m in which his mind 
is we rking? I think it is at least a want 
of <">urles-c to th;s si,de of the House that 
the Minist"er should come along .and ask us 
to COP'crt to the amel'dment of an im
portant Act like the Land Act-one which 
has been hacked about from time to time, 
and ono which is probably going to be 
hacked about again-and not tell us in what 
direction ",, .are asked to do so. I think 
it has been the invariable practice in this 
HousP. when new principles are to be im
portPd to any legislation, that the Minister 
·hould give a cursory. if not a detailed, 
account of th0 direction in which the altera
tions arC' to affect the legislation. But apart 
from th<' disconrt< v of the Minister, I say 
"it is ''n u'lhusillesslike thing for the Opposi
tion to sit bv and submit to this treatment. 
Are ,., e. b remain in the dark? Are we on 
this • id,, of the House to be mere ciphers 
who are not to h0 considered in any resiwct? 
I thi,,k it is nnhcard of. If the Minister 
wishes to intrmluLe a Bill to amend the LaPd 
Act ',cc could show him manv dirocticns in 
which it ~h1uld he amended. If he is d<'sir
ous of makin~ it orkaHo meny suggestions 
hnn· been maclo on this eide of the House on 
drffercnt occafiom which could be incorpor
ated into it. but if he is going to introduce 
'onwthing that is offensive, something with 
whrch this T-Tousp cannot agtop, I think it 
is hi:' duty to give us some information, so 
that wo may know to what we are commit
ting ourselves. 

Mr. ROBERTS: I notice that in 1913, 
when the present leader of the Oppoeition 
r>rc•po.<Pd to introduce certain amendments 
in the Land Act, at the request of the then 
·Opposition. he was good enough to intimnte 
in what way he proposed to amend the Act. 
Then, in 1914 further amendments were 
made in the Land Act, and the present 
Minister for Lands, Mr. Hunter, notwith
standing that some information was given 
-at that time. moved an amendment to widen 
the scope of the proposed Bill. He would 
not have been able to do that had it not 
been for the courtesy of the Minister for 
Lands at that time in giving certain infor
mation. and, under those conditions, I think 
the \1inister might very well explain in 
what way he now proposes to amend the 
Land Act, so that we wi]] have an oppor
tunity to point out to the Minister how 
neces,ary it is to amend the Act in certain 
other directions. There is every justifica
tion for the request made by various speakers 
on this side. and I trust that the Minister 
will accede to our request. 

Mr. MORGAN (Jfurilla): Evidently the 
Minister for Lands is not desirous of getting 
on with business, as otherwise he would 
have adopted the attitude adopted by other 
Ministers, and have explained to the Oppo
sition exactly what he desires to do. It 
has be<'n the general practice for many years 
-for the Opposition to obtain certain infor
mation at this stage. At the present time 
we do not know what amendments the 1\finis
ier intends to make in the Land Act. Most 
of us admit that the land laws are the most 
import.mt that we have to deal with, and 
it is only right and fair that the Minister 
should extend to this side the courtesy of 

giving us the information desired. Per
haps it is his intention to interfere with the 
prickly-pear conditions. At the present time 
the prickly-pear selections have a forty years' 
period, and the Minister may be anxious 
to extend that limit, or it may be his inten
tion to fulfil the promise that he made to 
the prickly-pear selectors many years ago 
to allow them to obtain the freehold of the 
area ciPared, irrespective of whether the 
whole of the area was cleared or not. If 
the amendments are in that direction, I, for 
ono, will be very pleased to support the Bill. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC LANDS : You 
cannot turn up any statement of mine to that 
effect. 

Mr. MORGAN: I can flnd a statPment 
where the Minister said that he was in favour 
of bringing in an amendment of the Land 
Act to allow the prickly-pear selectors to 
make freehold certain porcions of the land 
thev had cleared. and the term for the 
balance to be extended until such time as it 
had been cleared. 

The SECRETARY FOR P<:BLIC LA~ms : Turn 
that up. 

Mr. MORGAN: I will do so. I could 
turn up the report of a deputation which 
waited on the Minister, and which I had 
the pleasure of introducing, when the ::'.'finis
tor said it would be a verv desirable thing 
to do. The prickly-pear ·selectors in the 
Maranoa will be very much diFappointed 
if it is not the Minister's intention to amend 
the Act in that direction. They felt that 
the Minister-knowing so much about the 
hardships that the prickly-pear selectors have 
to endure in clearing their pear-before he 
left for Great Britain to take up the im
portant position of Agent-General for QFeens
land 'Yould have done something for thorn, 
as they have stuck to him for so many years. 
Up to the present the Minister had not 
shown any sympathy for the prickly-pear 
sclcdors. I admit that he did extend the 
period from thirty-five years to forty years, 
which was a great consideration to certain 
individuals, but they want further assist
ance. All that the Minister had done up 
to the present is to allow the prickly-pear 
selectors to mark out certain areas, and he 
has refrained from enforcing the provisions 
of the Act in regard to those areas unW 
better conditions are forthcoming. 

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem
ber cannot deal with the whole land question 
under this motion. 

Mr. M ORGAN: I want to know if it is the 
intention of the Minister to make amend
ments of that sort in the Bill which he 
wishes us to give him permiflsion to intro
duce. Had the Minister given us the infor
mation at his disposal there would have been 
no necessity for any members on this side of 
the Hoe~se to get up and make the remarks 
we have found it necessary to make in order 
to trv and elicit information from the 
2\finisfer in this respect. I have indicated 
some directions in which I wish to see the 
Act amended. and there is still time for 
this House to deal with important matters 
of that nature. As one representing a very 
large area of prickly-pear country, I say 
the \Iinistrr should do something to relieve 
the selectors of the great burden they are 
nrrying at the present, time. But the 
Minister is evidently determined to sit tight 
this afternoon, for what reason we ca.nnot 

Mr. Morgan.] 
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tell. We are only asking for jpformation 
that we are entitled to get. and I hope the 
:YI inister will reconsider his decision and 
let us know what he intends to do in this 
Bill. 

Mr. GUC\X The Minister 
n1ib·~1t vcr v. u some infor-
mal en. 'V,h tlt 1[{ on this side of 
tlw Hot• ,., c ·k up for half 
a ,',\ :. 1P''Ii en Bills of 
T!\ 1 -· • ~·, •• ln 11•1 Opposition 
to :-tllel rh t hon. 
nL1lJ;l i·) if thev 

a l1ti- c c__ th1·:t' :; 1' b;:,ck. It 
s r." to imp. 1--;yc the L ·11d ;_et in 

C·'! hin bpt ,,-(' { know 
whrtt ;\!i-1 
he; 1:· .;t, 

cui,1 1 "" ·<e \Vou1c1 like aL. ·Jl d. 'fhcre 
is ;ne "c_crtain Jrnrtiruhr" that I \Vould 
like tn ''''t iP ef' :I in tiP Act, At the 
pl'{ t v.+.•11 :,1 faru:" nrQ throv.·n 
opPn. 1]0 preferePe:e js g-iven to the soldiers 
fi .. ·!Jting for the countr}:·. Tl ere is a lot of 

lar>d : f-u n ~pen for selection 
[5 p.m.] ju't !le>" i1• lhc St. Gror[!'e dis
. . trjct. 'l'hc' young la<. of that 

d1stnet h:1v0 gor =' a ,-,-;'1 '\.T to the front and 
arc fig-hting for that l.md and vet 'those 
'Yho have staved behind ar~ able to nut in 
applications a'nd get land, while the ~1en at 
the .front <1Y"~" not i ... 1 a po· it1c il to S0('uro 

hol(hn~s. The-e '' 1 ') arc· patrlntic· encngh to 
fii;'ht for the country shonld hav•c • nrior 
rig-ht to land \Yhcn ·it ;, th:-o~. n 01wn for 
~f'~e~. ·c>n, nud T :::L_-mld like to altrl' tho Laud 
Act ;~ r.::: to allo of nrcft:rf'llC'f\ t~rlt'; :riYf'n 
to grtJz]ng far1n sf'ttl0rs who a:'e (-IEhting 
for the LJNntr::~. Therefore, I nJoYC_.:. 

"rfhat the \Vord.s 'in certain particu
lars' be omitted." 

The mn>ion will then read-
. ".That the House will, at its next 

Sittmg, r• -oh-o itc df into a Committee 
of the 'Who],. to consider of the d, ,;,_ 
ab!cn<"•' of introducing a Bill to further 
auend the Lrmd Act of 1910." 

If the motion is carried in that form we 
shall be able to ,.mend the Act in anv' -,-.av 
W" think fit. I ha•. c indictted ono wa'- in 
which v. e can amend the Land Act ma.t•ri
all:, rnd \vith advanta.·B to returned soldiers 
I kno'" th0 i\Tini tor :< that gTazinc farm~ 
'l'P only sel0rtcd bv pconle who have monev. 
That n;ay br so. but the man who has rrot 
r·wnr:;- and '·,ho is game enough to go to th~ 
war should surceh h 'VO prefc· rnce over tlw 
man 'ivho ".ta~ts rt hmnc. :I\forcover. those 
who h .. ve P,'one to the w .. r have frienc1 . here 

ho will he· on!~· too P,'lad to finance them·. 
OnJ,,- "·ithin th0 ]e,:t fc\Y davs mothe,· hcvo 
come .to w.t~ nnrl Ask0rl. tht:!t 'aprdic~~tlon~ f0r 
selrcbons should be rnt in on br l1e Jf of their 
~:->ns \Vho <1re a:v dt"fendincr thr, countrv 
but rwn if applications r •e n put in. thos~ 
n1Pn v·.-ill 1- n ve no prcf0rence ovor the Ulf'n 

'"ho ''a,- at home. I hon~ that when the 
B_ill is introduced we sha 11 be able to pro
vJde for prf'fC>renc-P to 1 rtqrn0'd ',,l1c1iC'rs as 
fRr rs grazing frrnn"' :Jl', re.· ·f'rnccl. 

Mr. MOORTD (A.ubiony): I second the 
amendment, h0cnuse \VC ilo not 'vant the 
House to be circnm•cribed in making ame'1d
m,onb t.J the Land Act. \Ye all know verv 
well that there a.rB manv wavs in which th;,. 
Land Act could be am~nded to the benefit 
of the country. 'rhoro are certain anomalies 

~J_: r. Jf UTJ.,'f2I.'·~ 

in the Act, and it would be an act of courtesy 
on the part of the Minister if he would 
'" ccpt recommendations from members on 
thi' side of the House for the rectification 
of son-:_e of tho-"3 ano1nalics <.Yhen he intro
duces tbe Bill to amcnc: thB Land Act. 
1\lomben on the other side have not got all 
the kr>o\dcdge of tho operation of the Land 
, \, t, and, if it can be shown by members on 
t :, ' .ide tlctat an amendment will incrBase 
cttlt·meA and ;,,, for the benefit of the 

goPcra!I--, tlcto Minister should be 
t< glad to ace cpt the an1endment, \Ye 

i .1' '' I•ot had anv information from the 
, !l ,~-hir;1 ill r nable us to jndge in 
IJ: c T rtlc Lllars l'' 1ll'Oposes to amend the 

.t'. ~ud T thiul.~ :~e should accept the amend~ 
c '" to allow the I-Iou >o to amend 

t ~ f1 ~::. v . ..ty that is likC'l:V to increase 
'cttlcmcnt in Queen,laud. 

Mr. MORGAJ';': I am very nk1sed that 
the hon. 1nPmber for Cnrnarvon htts given us 
an oppcrtunil.\.r of bavjn:t Ll0l'C discussion on 
this ver:c important mntion, because the time 
is O")~ -JrtuiH· f(, d {1iscu <Jion of the 
larod L·.- s of If we can get an 
n:'"ortnnit,· "~ith the Lewd Act of 
1910. P sh !I [t ever so 
1:w:b n1ore f.lYour·!:1Io to The~ Min-
i·::.._ ~ 1 j_, a'ir:u • !h,-t lancl .ha-; p~nH:l-
1~ lilY c\ .1sc.t HI Quepn.;::l has g1ven 
a~ c1 _, r -.1-;on f:;r th t the a!~ ·.·'1ce of so 
n1:;':_1.~ nwn at tl1 · ,,\· ·r. But in other States 
tttc! P i' muc\1 nHn __: la~'d ~, ttlmnent. Hotwith
•·t 1 din'! t:.•· \\~'1r. tharr t~IC:l' is goir1~ on at 
prt iE ( 1Pt't nsland L"'"nfr~l'tunatelv, our 
la!!d '\\ .r..tc nnt libq·~Jl <'nC~lgh to UttJ .~t 
s0ttlcrs from otl•cr p;i o~ ALF~rali·-., :::~.nd 
un.-il 1 -~ lii.·:L li-e our Ja·p·s in ~uch a 
,,·a::- as ,vill give p. J'Jl" '·ett 1 r opportunities 
{er t.t.king up hnd in Qnc":Fl ~1 cl thnn are 
to l• iound in cJh0r n:: ~·.;;. nf ; Comrnon
\\'<''llth. we nrc not li' ,, to aL! act ·settlers 
to this St<Jtc. SonH' te:_t at-eo, \Yhen 
people flocked to Quc{'ns1a n{l , n t hnusands 
from othc•r nart.s of Austrnli '· from Tas
ntunia. nnfl ~ror·: ::\e-, .Zr-a~Ul{L the in..Iucc
n1ents hold out t J pc.:. ·:ons ,,_-..1~in~ land \\"Ore 

,_tcr in Qu0eu~lond than th<'y ·ere :n any 
State in th• ('( tHmonwc·.dth. The 

r: ..ts that - ~c obt .incd a Y•""; de ~irable 
nf nF-:l fl.)nl other parts of.the 'orlcl, 

.nd r)('"- a:.·c at prc~cnt helping to develop 
r• -.nurc~ , u£ Qucp:nslnnd. In viPw of 
L:ct t 1tat settl0 H'llt ha~ nrartically 

<::t_.a,:rd. · ~hou1d cnc:,~,~vour t1, rfctifv any 
'll~)nwlie-.: ih:c.t lna-- c\::~'t in connPctinrl \Y.ith 
r~·-r lnnd j-'·'nure",_ " T1··c L.'1nd AC't nH· \. ns 
lw·· .1rPa~1y :;cr,n SU!/"r,· .tc-l, be ~•H"t·Cd in 
EW h n i' c<· a c will fll'DV~ -le 1nore favonra"J:le 
rcn i,flprati•'! fo:· returned '3-nldicr ·, T nohc:-' 
thnt the P :ernirr. v·hu1 sr~eaking- at St. 
};~i1da on the ~nhjeC't l); the conscript;.on 
n ierendum. stated, arrordinQ; h the n'port 
~n th~' nex-3papers, thJ.t if the other ·,~tl_tPS 
,,·0uld adont r~;e policy of the Qucn sland 
GnYt•nnnent, and f1o son1c·~hing for r":turncd 
f'.Jdicr'\, thev ,would n •• :"-ht the F:mp~l_'e ver5" 
muC'h in it, PrP.sC'nt exigPncj.oc;. I an1 una~ 1le 
t'l di_L<•VC'r ,,-hat the Qno(·nsland G•:vcrn
mc·nt nrc doing for- returned s.olclior-s any 
1noro than othPl'" St·ltes ~n Au::.h·1.1 1ia are 
doing. \Ve know that returned so ldiors are 
not s~tisfied ,,-ith wh ,t the Government fire 
doing for tht>m. and we also ~r0w ~hat the 
Government think mor" of then pohcy than 
they do of returned soldiers. 

J\ir. S"fiTH: B0rau ,, ihc Lahonr party are· 
doing the fair thing ry the returned >oldier.. 
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l\1r. M ORGAN: I am perfectly certain 
that they ore not d•1ing the fair thing by 
thr· returned soldiers. The returned soldiers 
thcmse]ycs think so, and they are expressing 
their OIJinions unanin1ously in that direction. 
The Labour party think more of their policy 
tnan they do of the returned soldiers, other
\l'ise they would be content to give the re
turned ;;oldiers the option of taking up land 
under perpetual lease or under the freehold 
system. They are not even offering the man 
who has shed his bloorl for the country, and 
who comes back wounded, and whoso c·mdi
tions 1\-ill not enable him to returP to the 
front again. the opportunity of taking up 
<and under the freehold tenure. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! The hon. mem
beJ is getting into a general discm .. oion of the 
iund question, quite apart from the motion 
altogether. 

Mr. M ORGAN: <{es, the amendment is 
n'OYed by the hon. member for Ca.rnarvon, 
in order to eruble us to enter on a v,eneral 
{dscussion on the la:1d lu\vs of Qucemiand. 

1'he SPEAKER: I may point out to the 
Lon. rnemh0r that he will not be in order 
~1t this stage in C11_tering upon a general 
~hcu c,ion of +he land la\\3 (J 0ucensla:Jd. 
On an i:;.trodtwton? motion like" thi -~ it. 1s 
lil1USua] to ha VG a deba to .at a[J. If he 
noerely asks n question of the Minister in 
ord0r to find out what is the nature of the 
n,easure, that is permissible. 

:Mr. MORG.'\N: I quite agree that, in 
accordance with the strict letter of the 
Standing Orders, what you '~Y is absolutely 
correct. But ~'DU wilJ recognise that in this 
House for many years it has been the. prac
tice of the Or ·osition to ask que;:;tions and 
to obtain int:l'l11ation, .-_s to th<\ natu~'e of 
dw Bill which a :Minister intends to intro
duce at i'tis particular :,tage. and that infor
mation has been given. \Vhen you yourself 
and othcc s were on the ovposition benches 
: ou religious! insisted npon getting info/ 
mation at thi, particuhr stage and if we 
ere deprived at the prc• .ent time-' -

The SPEAKER: Order! I have no objec
t10T1 to the hon. m_;::~n1 1Jer asking for i_·{or
rnation, bHt he is discn::ging matters not 
connected with the motion at all. 

::.1r MORG_\.N: \Vo are after info:·mation, 
and arc n1 .,king ce:rtai ~l suggcs:tions, in order 
that the ::\linie.'er m,:y let us !mm whether 
he will includ in th. Bill the subject-matter 
on whiCh e are en,leayouring to get infor
rwtion. '\Ve ·.··ou:d like to see pieced in this 
Bill another matter which I will refer to 
end the hon. member for CarnarYon ha~ 
rr:ovcd 'he amendment in order that the 
scope of the Bill mi;)tt not he li:1 itod. The 
moiion stat< · tl a+ the Bill is to amend the 
I.c:nd Act of 1910 "in cm·tain 1 a.rticulars." 
Vie !mm\ tb·t the moment this motion goes 
thrcmgh the House, hon. members will be 
nnfirwd in the discu· si on to the scone of the 
Bill, but Opposition mmnbers wish the scope 
of the Bill to be so wide that it will enable 
us to moye an1c-:1chnPnts to r~Jmove .anonudit·' 
which ex_ist. Take the agri ·ultural farm 
tenure; the people who '!re t.aking up land 
nndcr that t· .1ure no ·dJS'·ahsfiod, and are 
EJnxious to r:r:·t an c-;::tension fron1 tv. onb·-one 
years to forty ye trs, like the prickly:p,•ar 
selectors got a fc \V months ago. I{nowing 
"hat those sel0cton ha Ye to contend with 
an.d the work th:Y. d0 in clearing tbc virgi~ 
SOJI, I am of opmwn that it is necessary to 

give them an extension for forty years. If 
the motion is not amended in the direction 
indicated by the amendment, we will not 
be able to bring in the amendments we 
·ctesire. There is no reason why tho scope 
of th" Bill should not be widened. If there 
iJ any restriction the Minister should state 
wh.'t it is. The Bill nny possibly contain 
imnorL nt amendments of the L<tnd Act of 
19l0, durlinP' with returned soldiers, prickly
r:.car sdcctor.',· anc1 agricnltuTal fai~nl selcc
tcr~, but unfortunately the =:t:inister vvill not 
gi-n~ u:;< the :infonn.ation we cle::<irc. \Vc 'vould 
be sa:· ,fixl iL he would tell us what the Bill 
cc_>nbi,.s. I do not know why bo has 
Ldoptcd his prP cnt attitude. He is evidently 
looking fol' trouble, but if l1o th.'nks tl:~c 
(. pposition is going to mi·ldly suhnnt to th1 
treatment without protest, he is nakirg a 
biunde·,·. \Ye intend to exercise our rights, 
ar.d if the Minister v••mts the Bill to go 
tinough he will bo '"is" in giYing lie all th'l 
iuforn1m ·an \Ye r<.qrnr,J. 

Mr. PETRIE (Toornbul) : It 1s to be 
regretted that the '\Iinister seems to adopt 
a different pr~ition altogether fr{)m lu& col
league. in tho wa,, he ··ithholds information 
from this s'de of tho House. As an act of 
cc,urtesy we srould g?t information on im
DOrtant matters like the one forcshado,,·od 
in this motion; that is, "the dc-irablenoss 
of introducing a Bill to further amend the 
Land Act of 1910." Not only is the J',1inister 
alwavs reticent, but he is sometin1lS irritat
ing and. that has ('.<tuscd trouble in the House 
which should never haYo occurred. 

J\fr. SMITH: Ha· he not given you the 
information? 

::Ylr. PETRIE: He never gave us any 
information, hut simplv moyed the motior;. 
If he had gic.en us some idea of the partJ
cdars of the Bill. it would only have been 
the usual courtosv which is extended to an 
Oppc,ition, and he >1ouid have g'?t tlwough 
with his measu£e all the more qmckly. All 
the other Mini· tr,ro, are courteous in giving 
informatic>n to the 0 11position, but I czmnot 
say the same of the Minister for Laa•ds, 
whose mnnneri-·ms ofte:n bring a be ut trouble 
v hi eh ,. ould not othenvise occur. 

:\Jr. VOWLBS: I desire to support the 
Bme:ndment. I cannot understand the oyster
like attitude of the ::\Iiniste:· in this matter. 
In mv ooinion it is a lack of courtesy on 
thu p~rt of any 1\linic, er to "de tho Opposi
tion to ronsGnt to th-~ d(•;rat1~ -'ne~s of cun _nd
ing- an _;:\et of l)a.rH ~rr'lcnt " in c~ rtai n J11T

ticnlar ... " and not to · "Y .•·hat thos8 par
ticnlars "r~. I car. on]; c11 'ritably assume 
that the MinistN-Kn"':Jck•-.likc~h 's fled to 
hiD Under 9t cretarc· in ~ordc~r to boco1ne 
acquainted with the ~onh•nt' of the n:cosure, 
>O that \vhen he comes hac:: h0 will be al.le 
to give :ome information to the Ch mbcr. 
If he does not J will •\·plcon1c d1e 1\fin~st,,: 
for Eduf'Jtion, \vho 1Nas at one time l\Iinister 
for Land·;. J'Co "?ouht he is thoroughly 
,eized with the Yirtucs of these amcnd.nents, 
and "'ill b" able to (ri\-e us the infDl'm<tion 
that the ::V1inishr cannot give. 

The SECRE'l'AEY Fou TUBLIO TNsT-:ucTION: 
I do not know them all. I know some of 
them. 

Hr. VOWLES: Tln<. is the first time I 
eHr hcerd the hon. gentleman admit thc,t 
he did not know eycrything. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION: 
If I was as sure of anything as vou are of 
everything, I would be very contont. 

Mr. Vourle~.J 
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Mr. VOWLES: The attitude that has 
been adopted has been forced upon th·• 
Opposition by the Minister in charge of the 
Bill. It hn will insist in simply putting a 
bare moti0n before us, and not telling us 
what the intention of it is, we must come to 
the c0nclusion that ther•e is something he is 
afraid to tell us ; either he does not want 
us to know the full purport of it, or he is 
not seized with the contents of the amend
ments and does not thoroughly under-,t.r<'1d 
them. 

It is open for us to say in what direction 
we think it is desirable for the Bill to be 
amended. There are no members in this 
House more conversant with tho la.nd laws 
than members of the Opposition, and no 
members more constantly in touch with those 
lu ws than members on this side. vV e come 
into contact with the land laws in hundreds 
of directions, and members on this side are 
the ones most qualified to say whether it is 
dr<,irable that the amendments are necessarv. 
Memberc on this cide come into conta.Ct 
with the practical working of our land laws 
in c.mnection v.-ith tho agricultural farm 
c>electors; grazing farm '-electors, prickly-pear 
solcetors, pastoral lessees, selectors under the 
Closer Settlement Act, soldier settlers, and 
al-o th<o perpetual lease selectors, so that 
tb:>re are rna.ny vvays in v:hich \Ve can suggPst 
reasonable alterations of the present law. 
\Ve do so from pmdic'll ex:perience, and in 
such a v.-ay that y~e will be able to convince 
any Ministry that those amendments are 
deo,ira.blc. I do not suppo'e it is intended 
nm' or rrt a later stage that any suggestions 
of that sort should be made on a large scale, 
but we would like to know from the Minister 
whether the amendments which he proposes 
affect the pastoral lessees or the agricul
tural fa.rm tenure or whether thcv will affect 
the existing agreements between' the Crown 
and their tenants. vV e would like to know 
whether there is anything in the Bill whie,h 
savours of repudiation. If we knew that 
there was nothing of that kind in the Bill 
we would be a little easier in our minds. 
If we consent to the motion at this stage 
and stand dumb!;' by while the motion is 
being passed, we will be told tha.t we con
sidered it was desirable to introduc~ such a 
Bill. \Ve are working on the blind, and if 
we agree to the motion to-day we will be 
told that we are criminally responsible be
cause we agreed to the desirableness of intro
ducing th<o Bill, no matter what is contai1wd 
in it. For those rca.sons I protest, as a mem
ber of the Opposition, against the want of 
information on the part of the Minirter and 
the persistent attitude th<o ::\l[inistor has taken 
up in refraining from giving information to 
the Opposition. If the passage of this 
measure is delayed and the time of the 
country wasted, and the House kept ba.ck 
discussing measures, then tho only person 
to blame is the :Minister, who has taken up 
the attitude that he will refuse to give any 
explanation. 

l\!Ir. SMITH : You are u··.ponsible for more 
waste of time than mo:t member·-. 

l\lr. VOWLES : I listened to the hon. 
member's speeches about sugar, a.nd I ca~ne 
to the conclusion that it was only a w .ste 
of time. I con ,idPr that the action of the 
:\fini3tcr in r :fus1 ~1g to give in!onn8.Lon is 
only an act of discourtesy to the Opposition. 

Mr. SW A YNE: In view of the importance 
of the subi0ct, I thir.k tlnt cur rec:Eest br 

[Mr. Yowle~. 

some information about this Bill is a reason
able one. There is a. large area. of land 
in the hands of the Crown at the present 
time and thore is no topic more important 
than' this one and none deserving of more 
consideration. In the latest "Year Book" I 
find that Queensland has an area. of 
429,120,000 acres, and of that area 16,244,541 
acres are alienated. The greater portion will 
be affected bv this Bill so far as we know, 
and we should be able to find out something 
about it. I know that owing to the adminis
tration of the Lands Department by the 
present :l\1inistcr it ha.s affected settlement 
in mv district. I know that a number of 
dairc; farmers ume from Now South \Vales, 
but '!wcause of an alteration in the Land 
~\et thev wo"uld not settle in the district at 
all end- went back to New South \Vales. 
Thnt settlement would have ha.d the effect 
of bringing proeperity to the d!str!ct which 
I represent, and also to the dJe-tnct reprc
sont~d by the hon. membN for J\Iackay. But 
the eo Jl'·ople ~,, c·r<o stopncd from going into 
that settlement owing to the change in o':'r 
]and ],m-s. Surely, in view of that, and m 
viev of the many thing, that have occu.rred 
under this _\dministration, we ar<o entitled 
to hav<' some informa.tion about this measure 
before it is pa~scd. In most of the measures 
introduced by the 11inister for Lands we 
notice that he adopts that contemptuous 
nttitl;de to·cards the Opposition. He is worse 
than anv oth<'r member of the Government 
in thnt 're-poet, and he cannot be su_rprised 
j f y;p a-' k for information on the sub]eet. I 
trust before thP question goes to a vote 
that the Minister will tell us wha.t is in the 
Bill. 

Mr. STEVENS (Boseu'ood): I have much 
pier mre in supporting the ame~dment. I 
consid{'r that it is neces"ary to g1ve pref.er
cnce to rPturned soldiers in regard to grazmg 
,,election a3 well as other forms of settle
ment. \Y c on this side of the House have 
con,i·,tentlv advocated that the n•turned men 
should ha '~e preference in both grazing selec· 
tion vnd Agricultural selection. Those 
young ;,1en who have left the g~azing country 
to rro a W cl y and fight for US wJl] not take to 
agJ~cultur~l pur uits when they return. Thoy 
":ill naturally wish to go b~ck to the same 
cla>s of occupation that they were brought 
up to. We maintain it is their right to go 
back to that occupation and they shm,IId 
have preference granted t.o them for gr":zmg 
sel<'ction as well as agncultural solectwn. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : Go to 
::\i?.rburg and tell them that. 

l\fr. STEVEKS: You go to Hong Kong 
and sav what vou like. (Laughter.) I am 
not go]ng to "1\I:trburg or anywhc~·e. else at 
anv time with or without the Mm1ster for 
La.nd:<. I am· prepared to challenge the 
}1inistcr for Lands to come to Rose;vood 
"nd contest +he seat with me, or I. w1ll go 
to Roma and contest his seat with hnr.•. 

OPPOSITION JI.1E)IBERS : Hear, hear ! 
The SECRETARY FOR P"GBLIC LANDS ; YOU had 

better come to Roma. 

The SPEAKER: Order! Order! I sug
c-c t hn.t the hon. member keep to the 
qn(_ "tion. 

Mr. STEVE::\S : I am not going to stand 
ar~' dirtv insinuations from the Minister _for 
Lu.nds, :nd I have a right to reply to hn?-. 
I aL; com·inccd that c'OU, Mr. f':peaker, Wlll 
uphold me in the stand I take m regard to 
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:any such insinuations. I am glad that you 
uphold the attitude of members of the Oppo
sition on this quc-qtion. The Minister for 
Lands, when he was in opposition, invariably 
got up and asked for more information on 
r···,olutions such as this, although the Liberal 
1\finister who introduced the Bill alw;1ys /Tave 
·an explanation of its provisions. This 

Minister, however, has not given 
[5.30 p.m.] us one word in explanation to 

denote the scope of the proposed 
measure. The discourtesies of the Minister 
for Lands are well known, but one would 
suppc·oe that when he anticipates taking up 
such an honourable position as that of Agent
General for Queensland he would at least 
show that he had some qualification to fit 
him for its duties. 

Mr. GRAYSO='J: I shall certainly support 
the amendment moved by the hon. member 
for Carnarvon. It sePms t,o rr>e that be 
Miniskr has made up hrs mind that he is 
not going to give thP Opposition <my infor
mation at all. Why the Minister has taken 
dp such an attitude I cannot understand, 
because, frorr1 my knowledge of t.he l\linister 
during the time he 1Yas a private memLer, 
no rnember ever sat Dn lhe Oppo.sition side 
of the House who tried to elicit more iHfor
:nation on the introduction of Bills than rhe 
.hon. lllember. I would like verv much to 
kno'v in what particular thi-:; Bill is. going 
to amend the Land Act. I would hke the 
.:1Iinister to explain one matte,-, and I can 
assure him that it is a question that is 
-exercising the rninds of a groat number of 
people in Queensland at the preslmt time. 
It is that many parents of returned soldiers 
·arc anxious that ,their sons should select 
grc\r.jng far1ns in Queensland. V{e know 
that the Minister has closed down on that 
-proposition, and I am surprised more par
ticularly that members representing pastoral 
eon.stituencies, such as the hon. m~rnber for 
·Gregory, who knows th~tt many most excel
lent young men volunteered from those dis
tricts, should calmly assent to the !11inister's 
attitude. I contend that no class of men 
would make better selectors than the shearers 
-<md overseer"- and rouseabouts on the stations 
in the western part of Queensland who went 
-to the front. 

Mr. H. J. RYAN: Wait until th2y come 
'back. 

Mr. GRA YS0::\1": That is not the point. I 
·say that anyone with a son at the Eront who 
is engaged in any part of the pastoral 
industry-such as thfit of ov<>rseer, or rouse
about, or shearer~or a grazing farmer with 
sons, is certainly entitled to get priority in 
securing grazing farms in Queensland during 
their absence at the war. \Ve know VPry 
welt that these young men have received the 
praise, not only of the British Empire, but 
also of all the natiom allied with that 
Empire. I contend-and I speak feelingly 
xm this matter-that every opportunity 
-should be given to those young men who 
went awaY c to battle for Australia. ·would 
it not be right and proper for the Minister 
to rise in his place and inform the House 
·,·-hcthcr it is intended to imcrt in this 
amending Bill a clausc to that effect-to 
'l'nuble our returned soldiers to select, 11ot 
-only ngricultural farrns, but also grazing 
farn1s? j admit that the Government have 
dor.(' something fo·· the r0turned soldiers in 
i:he v;ay of providing fruit fr rrns nnc1110llltr:~ 
farms. but-I think i·he hem. member for 
Gregory will substantiat8 what I am going 

to say-I hold that the young man who has 
been reared in Western Queensland will not 
take up a fruit farm or a noultry farm. You 
have to provi·de for the :different classes of 
men who have gone to the front, and I con
tend it is the duty of this Government, or 
any other Government who may be in power 
at such a time, to make ample provision fo1:" 
those young men who went to fight for o_ur 
country, find give them every opportumty 
to select land in their native country. 

J\!lr POLLOOK: They ha~e the same oppor
tunities now as other men. 

Mr. GRAYSON: I say they should have 
priority. Fancy a returned soldier. ;;·ho 
wishes to settle upon a grazing farm, having 
to take his chance of the ballot wrth other 
selectors who have not gone to the front, 
and ~will not go to the front ~ s-,vcral n,cm
bers on this side have accused the Minister 
of not being communicative when introduc
ino- Bills. That i~ not mv '"XP< ri<cnce alto
g·ethcr, and I do not kno:,"', 1v·hat influe~lc-s 
hiu in withholding the ir:'ormation rcq;.ured 
:n, tho Opposition.' As a rule, I do not rise 
to st0'1cwall any motion, but, at thc same 
time, I ~nn bero to enter my strong protc3t 
ao-ainst tho \Ya v in \Yhich the YiiniRter has 
tr~ated members of the Opposition this after
noon in rLgard to the introduction of tJ:lis 
BilL I contend that it is his dut:v to nse 
ln Ll pl.: at once and explain to the House 
what the provisions of this Bill will be. 

Mr. ROBERTS: I think the hon. member 
for Carnarvon is to be- congratulated upon 
havino- set out definitelv what he desires to 
put ;;;'to this amending" Bill. I notice some 
justification for his amendment in the 
minutes of the proceedings of the conference 
of PrBmiers and Ministers for Public Lands 
held at Melbourne in January, 1917. We 
find that <!ll the Stfltes were represented. and 
a loo the Commonwealth. \V e find that from 
Queensland the Premier (Mr. Ryan) was 
there. and .-.lso Mr. J. M. Hunter. M.L.A., 
Secretary for Public Lands. One or two 
interestino· things in the proceedings appe-al 
to me, be~ause this Government have ~et out 
definitely to claim that they are domg so 
much for the returhe-d soldier, as compared 
with any other State. 

Tho SPEAKER: Order ! The hon. mem
ber is not in order in dealing with that ques
tion. 

Mr. ROBERTS: Well, I want to show 
that if the object of the hon. member .for 
Carnarvon is attained, we will be commg 
into line 1vith the -:1ther States in the matter 
of preference to returned soldiers. We find 
that this matter-a very important matt~r
was discussed fully, and the resolutions 
arriwd at are to be found on page 66 of 
the re•1ort of the deb,te. This is what New 
South" Wall's is doing, according to Mr. 
Ashf•jrd, J\!lmister ior Public Lands-

" \Vo set land aside specially for 
soldiers, and only soldiers can ballot." 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: That is, 
like Beerburrum. 

J\!lr. ROBERTS: Mr. WilBon, from Western 
Australia, said-

" We propose to do th'at in \Veotern 
Australift.'' 

And Mr. V aughan said-
" In South Australia we do not hold 

ballots." 
The SECRETARY FOR PunLIC Ln;ns: Like 

Stanthorpe. 
Mr. Roberts.] 
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Mr. ROBERTS: Mr. Hutchinson, from 
Victoria, cuid-

" In Victoria 1ve g-ive. nreference in 
every case to ihe soldiers." 

The SECRETARY FOR PrBLIC LAKDS: And 
thcv did not have any land to give. 
(La'ugllter.) 

Mr. ROBERTS: 1Ir. Hughes said-
" I think it ··:onld },e a good thing if 

the confercnre crp to pa )s a resolution 
favouring prcferenc c to r:,o}dicrs in con
nection ith etnplc3 n1e11t." 

The f3.pcnrTARY FOR Prm~JC L '!\DS: VY t: 
h cl pa~.:<cd Ln Art in this J--Iou".e the Novcn:
ber bP,.ore that ~·ivins pn)f:n lee to 
FCl~dicr 

t:1(' 
r :to. 
glo_c1 

\Y( :1, I urn thar~dul to 
• Ol'1H' j~d<wrnation, at tan" 

If ·• e cannot get what we •. ant. I am 
thnt '' ~' rot 0:1 ·_·thing by inr·erjoction. 
.. :'Tr ~ ,\lT1-L'i.~~ rnoved--Thut prefer

\ H lJc ~7ivc1 to ;c:.oldier·J in any Govorn
t eu~>lo;'rnent. 

" :.Ir. ILSO~ : I sec · l(~ the n-o :on. 
,; ;!,_-~'. T~Y.\X: Otht r things being E; 1lHtl." 

T'n."t is thf' u..,n::d position t•ken up by this 
Co rJt. 1 r: i11 Cf·nnection ith the soldiers. 
·y,y C' ;· ~Hl ._.l or: "Y'- ,ff>2--

b
thi st~ [; 

(EH, : Order ! The hon. mcrn
; .> in ol'dcr in quoting that at 

RGBETITR: I contc•nd that I am 
n·- ~n th.? argu1:1onts th~tt I can 

retunced solclierc; and prefer· 
th•-:11 in a lll-Jtnr of gr<1r.ing farm 

m•c! th ' i all thot jch.e amendment 
for. J ~ land is thrOY\'D O[:='n for 

c arP d~\~iroEs of having it ! ,_,t 
t ho rotn1ned oldiors if thev de·ire 

\'GI" ju tiiic ·tion for that being 
!-Ion. n1m i} er for Grerror· sakl 

the rctn:'f ec1 soldier had the eam'e 'oppor· 
bmitic'.; : other people in the State. I 
fTar~t tlr1t. h11t 1/C co~k·nd he ~hon1d have 
>O<JJethi:·~ 1' er. It i·c. admitted that the 
r ·tlt. ar -l sol(1ic'rs ro mnl\:inr_; 2"reat '"lcrifi< es. 

The SPE \YER : Order! I point out to 
the hem. member thct he i' in order in men· 
tio,'in:: th8 thin,, that he de c,ires to include 
i:t t".o La'1 1,, T311l hnt h rnu .~ not proceed 
to di,cnes them in detail. 

.., :r. nPB;;:RTS : I R!rt shm:ing that there 
flTP ::-n1 r~ ·.~on, for the arnendmer.t. It 
mu· t "'' Jd that w: are smde.,hat 
h:ndlc \PPf l aftr-rnoon. I do not. thL1k 
you. }fr. Speaker. ,.:ill snv thct we h .v· been 
t··catcd n~ mnchl:·. Th0 :Minister cam0 
dn,·n lmlcll)' )riL a proposal to rtmend the 
Lanrl anrl for a eon:·~d('J"n bl~ time h<": 
t: ;,eted Holi C' with considcn ble dis· 
r~·p~rt. y;·hPn \\·c ~yj:h0d to Point out to 
hu~ rea om wh~ ho shou,ld give information, 
"'1C hc"1 l'e fnJloJ to c'IYe ns that informa
tlr:-:1 nnr1 

1• ·p tried to ,-.-ide?n tho scope of the 
Bill. he saw fit to leave this Chamber, and 

'} l~rD1H'n!~ -- . mPmbf'rs had to speak in his 
:-' l-;s:~nro. Jt· 1s c:-ur dnt~\7 to use evel,Y oppor
tnn;t~· of 'hmvmr: the nPcessity of giving 
nyc tcrPncc to returned soldiPrs in the diroc· 
bon '"keel for by the mm·er of the amend· 
ment. 

Colon?! RA:'-JKIX :. I wish to express my 
re grct. m common w1th other hon. members 
on this side of the House. that the Minister 
has not SC''n fit to e'<:tend to the Opposition 

[ 1J1 r. Roberts. 

the courtesy which has usually been shown 
by a Minister towards m,embers of the 
Opposition when introducing a BilL Tha 
attitude of the Minister for Public Lands 
in this connection is in marked contrast to 
that of his colleague, the Minister for 
Justice, who, vhcn h~ introduced a Bill 
this a ftcrnoon. gave us all the information 
de,ired and enlightened us as to the meaning 
of the prop0,ed amendm·ents. Horo we 
htvc a I\1inistcr con1ing- along with, perhaps, 
the moct imnortant Bill of the session, a Bill 
t~ ''a ling- 1'. ]th one of the most in1portant 
elements o' our national \vcJfar<?~thrrt is our 
~ 'nd-and ' hat do'· he do? He read out 
the formal motion and then, metaphorically, 
ti1rew the Bill on the table and said, "There 
you are ! Take it or leave it! Please your· 

1
YO " :\nbod~. y\'lv'n in opposition, was 

more inclined to res0nt that ,ort of treat
Ll<mt than the 1\linicter for Public Lands 
h'rn.,clf. anrl T sa:·. in all fairness. that he has 
not h ,-,ted this side even with that ordinarv 
courtc·v .,-hich or:c hon. member shows to 

-v1th01:. I-I0 is w· t,_ing Uf, a.o lt ·were-, to 
L .... 1Hlor,·0 a ~')lank C'hc::plP \Vithout kno,vin,g
·. ·L •t the obiects of th~ Bill which he propoc,:O, 
h introrlncC' rr<'. It may mean anything. 
H r:'a:· be so far-reaching in its efT<'ct that 
it ll; ,_ wip0 r <Jt freehold t.<'nnre right 
thronf"l1out th lcn;,th anci breauth of the 
l u1. It nav be in the natnr0 of '' con· 

•ton· mc.,··nrc. \Ye know that in the 
brc'n;,t of tl:-, pldfc>J""l of the Government 
i; a phnk for th.• abJlition of freehold and 
the sul,.-titntion of another form of t<'nure. 
Ir bo--I do not <av it is-that it has 
•',,t its object. It ,.;..,7 lw to eul--titute 
a ,-·stem of temuc which ,, ill. brrd and all 
e' the pre ·mt S' tern really is, go beyond 
the dreams even of the Labour part:·. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : Do not 
be foolish r !together. 

Colonel RANKI)[: The 'Minister has been 
foolish this afternoon in the "ttitude ho has. 
taken up in rc'sard to this rneasnr<'. I think 
r,o,y he i~ , on~· for taking up that attitude-
1H--:ausc he kno\V.j ver'l '" nll it is rot an 
at~i:udc 'n_. :1Iini~~{'r ·has taken up in this 
H'-.rso before. Nobodv know, that better 
t' ·tn hin-,. ]f. One ea;, onlv condudc that 
lw cln 's nn' k"1o,,' the content.; of his own 
ll''-.'i· urG. Either that. or for some re::::· on or· 
othu· he refu os i-o n'ply to the Opposition 
altor;cther. The Bill may bc> most far-rer rh
ins:; in it., eff( ·t. It L a""? elt0r the 1vhole 
c sh -1 of l•:1d settlemcPt, lend we are asked 
h 1',1. ' it on tnFt. In common ,,ith other
}~o·l. r.n: 111' ;r>rs on this s :de, I a~n not verv 
l-:Pcn on taldrg- anythin ...... on tru t fro1n thO 
hon. n1embcr in 1n ~ctters of this sort, and 
v.Te l-.sY-~._· re;: on f 1t our ~urpicion. It may 
not onl-· nwan rt eh 'niT<~ ·, the whole sy,tem 
of hncl scttl<''nc •1t. bnt it m a v mean the· 
r 11olition of our Lond \'nnrt. \Ve knew thrtt 
ouitP r0c2ntlv th -:-re IL~ s hc,}n ~om'e disag-rce
rl'?nt~a, YCl:Y \-erio 1s disagrccmrnt-,1-·hich 
rc'ndercd it Pet ,~~~arv fnr a Yery eminent 
me >1ber of the Land C'ot> ·t to Pxprc·,s his 
f0oling-s, frtJm his posltic rt on that court, 
to·,,ards th" hon. genf•'man. Tho Minister 
for Pnhlic Lands S<V>Y fit to ''7ito an adYerse 
eritieicm on the cou.rt, dealing- with most 
erions matters affect'>Jg- lah1 '"ttlement. 

Tlw Bill may. for an:vthing we know to the 
cmtrery, have fnr its obj0ct the abolition 
of t.hat court. \Ye are absolutely in the 
dark and arc asked to ag-ree to the intra· 
cluction of a mcnsurc which may be so far· 
re-,chin;s in its effect as to prove detrimental. 
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b the bt"t interests of the State. I admit 
quit' frankly that it would be difficult to deal 
more damagingly with land settlem·ent than 
the present Government have already done. 
Yun haYe onlv to look at the most recent 
fir mes to -eo· how, as one sr .a ker on this 
siut' l:o_, s :id, the Government have practi
celh- 'onnded the doc•.th knell to land settle
ment in Quc-•nsland. That ras been the reoult 
of pre-Pnt aclministration and legislation. 
anJ if tl-e J\Tini-:ter intends to confiscate frec
b~,ld nltor;cth0r, jn smne manner knovln 
onl7 to himself, the ' it is our duty as an 
Opnr,c.ition to see that we safeguard the 
- : of the peop-le in this connection_ I 

do not think th,•t ho can d1o1v any precccl0nt 
for the attitude that he has taken up thi' 
afternoon. 

Mr. s'''AYXE: A mo.t important Bill too. 
Colonel RAKKIX: I had said alroC>dv 

that Lis is p1·obably the moot important 
Bill of the sccoion-one_ certainlv dealing 
with onr broccd acres; -, ith cu lvu,L-_:J.OOO 
acre•,, {;f unf! 1 if''Jated Cruh'll land, and PG' 
sibl~- ,,-ith eo3.0CO,OOO acres-the ''·hole of 
our territory. \Ve know nothing about the 
Bill hut its title. Let hon. members read 
the motir•n for +hcmsclY0S, and · thc-v '"ill 
sec that it is ·-imply a pr'lpo:-al to inti·oducc 
a Bill to anwnd "The Lanrl Act d 19c0." 
\Vh 1t i the _cope of the PlC •sure? \'.~" 
:: l'C not t "ked to a 1end (',,_r'!.-:lin sr:>ction·, of 
the ,'\_c+; ,. c ar _ not aske-d to deal ' ith the 
Lanr! Court; we arc not eskcd to deal with 
the Pl"'rpP'·ual lea 8 s~~3t\·m; lYE' :-we not 
askc<l to deal with freehold tcnures--ind Nl, 
we are not askLd to deal with an:-.-- spceifiC' 
matter in the Act. The mction coyc:·s an-v
thing and {'ycrything in cDnnect~on ''" :fh 
land l0gislation. It io rrbsolnt,]v brmn-Jlc ' 
in it~ scop '. Yet the 2\Tir,ister ~-'ill tell us 
nothillg about the obj0ct of the Bill. He 
tre• ts n·~ like a lot ( f naughtv school 
children. ~ 

-:\Tr_ GrEnsox: You should gn to the 
fete to-moc-rm•: and put up your Aunt Sal
lie~ t~H~re. 

Colonel R \~KIN: Pcrhn'Y the lc1n. 
rnemb0r for Ips-,virh kno\l_?., th0 conter~ts of 
the BilL 1'\o doubt tl--c IT.embcr.' of the 
c,~_U''ll' considered i-ho TY";_,_ aauc- at a c_lucus 
mcctin~. 

::\Ir. IlocrRTS: There are not maT':-' of 
them h~rc_ 

Colonel RAXKIN: There e.ro not man"· 
of them here; there neyor ar-- manv of 
the"' here, bc-'Oause their hu _<incc· i, · not 
settled hu-e-it is F8ttk d in caucus_ \V e 
are not n,•rmitted to si: at 1 ho~e 'tiiHr-
whore thc'3e n1attcr;; f!re diA:U'· a1~d 
de·-~dc--1, and it is only here thr~t \VC ron 
get inkr•nation with re -ard to them. \'\' c 
han' 1 ri"ht as the Opposition to ;nsi t 
upon the Minister tellino: us how far this 
mca,ur£' is going to affc-_-t our Irr.nd law, .. 
Th<'rc is absolutch no prerc Jent for the 
attitude the hon. -cent1omcn has taken up 
this aftcr!loon. anrl when he was ia oppo, 
sit ion there ,,.r, -· no greater etickler for LWh 
in~ormation being supplie-d to the Opposi
tir,n th~n the hon. g0ntl•man Fm-,elf. _\t 
tl·at ti1 >e h" used to tell the Government nf 
the d •v what their duh· was on such an 
o<.<':; .,ior1 as this, how the:,: shoulfl givo infoT~ 
maiion to the Opposition. and how they 
should not have to be asked for it a second 
time And that courtc •V was extended bv 
the members of the pact· GoYernmcd to the 

then Opposition, and they di-d not keep 
mombc,·s in the dark, becau--e thmr _way 
was open. But here, we haYe_ a ::VIm:stcr 
,-ho declines to gh-e u-- any mformatwn; 
he will not tell us 'Nhat the Bill means, or 
wlwt it i-· intended to coYor. 

:!\Ir. GLEDSON: The motion on the paper 
is plain enough. 

Colonel RANKIX: \Yhat is the motion? 
Is it a motion to ['iye leaYo to the ~m-crn
mont to introduce a Bill to abohsh the 
La11d Ctnrt? 

l,[,--_ GL ~Dsox: You will know that hen 
the Bill i, intwdured. 

Colonel RA:~KIN: Yes, but vvo \Vant 
the information no\v. 

~Ir. Gr.r;p,,~ox: :; ou \vi1l gt-t it. · ·,·h0n you 
get the Dill. 

Colond R~'\NKII\: \Vhen thi motion is 
pa-..~ 'L1 VYC caunot alter the c\ ')PO. of, th_e 
BilL The hon. mc:mbc~ is. out of huT nepth. 
in n1aking thr -Je Jnh-rJcchon:<, and .1. n~ay 
tell hi1.1 that it is now that we :dcterm;ne 
the -·ope of the Biil_ On;e. th1s mohcm 
got'r through. \OH cannot ll.Inlt or extend 
the scope of the· BilL What do_es the 
111ction on thf' business parler T d1scloce? 
Simply .c protJc- .1l to amend the ~and Act. 

l\Ir. Gr.Ensox: 'That i, all it is. 

Cnlcnol RANKIN: 'fhat may cm-or any 
rart. of the Land \et. The h<;m. member 
mu 7 know that the L •nd Act 1~ ma•i(' up 
of various part,.,. It i~ not on~ single chap
ter. and is not conc2rned \Yith onl_y one 
sine:l<O cl ,ss of la·1d cettlemcnt. It rs eo~~ 
cerncd "ith all classes of land set~l~n~enL: 
Shl1, for ~omf' ICJ.:;on er other, t:~e _._ll~I~ter 
-ded im , to toll us wlnt the Er,] con 1m~. 
J; th'; matter he ha' trc-ctted the Oppc·!
tion in a sh JOnelos:: fe hion. \Ve . h. YC no 
m0,'ns of druggjne- fh,· jnfonn 1_t1on fl~~ln 
hin1. I c~tn onl. ~ ~ :ty thrt he 1s shoy.:n1g 
a 1nck cf _f'cnrt:-:- to~x:1 ~·ds t~c. Opp~~l!l.on, 
a:r 1 th8t h1s P . .t~l!_r:.d~; l" 1n ~tl"lk1ng cc ad a~t 
with the attitude of hie colleag-ue _who th1s 
aftPrnoon intro.dncPd a Bill d_ca l_mg- w1th 
forE ·.hores. The ::V1inistor who rs m cl\arge 
of that Bill w<'nt to i'll sorts of troub,e to 
f!iY n. informati< 'l ; ho told us .'T:tat W?-S 

the• objeo' of the Bill. That 1t wrrs m 
on ,tion el cwlwre. r.nrl that v·e ha-l _no 
q;,ui to fr~r ·'1--:-- ill rf•~.:nlt~ fron1 passing 
the' mea~ure. But th0 ::\!Iinicter for Lands 
tc11- U" 1-:o~h:ng. He ~i1np1~.- re'lds _t1~e 
nF·Iion. ~ 11 ,1 thr.n. :met ·ph0ric:-~ll;v "'.'"C:along. 
thr("'l-.,'V down tho pqper. He Lll"'ht ,111st as 
, .. ,11 ba~- t ~ k0n the m0tion ns rPad, ar;·'l 
l ,~ 0 ~fli<l, "I ba-..-0 n1y nu~n b:::h~nd me; "'5!: 
ca~1 r, rr tlw m·", -i,on; 1xc f'an bludg 0~ rt 
bnr0ugh ,,·hatcY'--1' the cppositjon n1ny be. 

'!'-1r. GLEn· 'l:-1: Y O'l are not oppo ed ? to 
amending th0 Lar- 1 Act of 1910, arc you-

C-loncl R '1'\KI~: l'\o. ,'lnd the first 
am ncl-n<mt I would make in th: t Act would 
lw to :_h-ike out the pPrpetnal lecse pro
visions. Perhaps the Minicter intends to 
Pxtcnd those rrovisi ons by this Bi_ll. and to 
do awa - with freehold tenurA entrrely. 

Mr. GLrnsox: That would be a blecsing. 

Colonel R_'\XKI~: That is c matter of 
011inion. and most JWople in this State believe 
ii would be a curse. Dut the fact that 
there is this difference of opinion between 
the. hon. member for Ipswich and myself 
Js another reaoon why we should know what. 

Colonel Rankin.] 
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we are asked to agree to in this motion. 
'vVe may assume from what the member for 
Ipswich has told us that this Bill is not 
going to affect the perpetual lease system. 
Perhaps it is going to affect the Land Court. 
That is a quE>stion which has been exercis
ing the mind of the Minister and the mind 
of Parliament for some time, but we can 
get no information from the hon. gentleman 
on that poiDt. There is something very 
><rong in the action of the Minister in this 
matter. ·whether he desires to go out of his 
way and take this opportunity in the closing 
hours of a dying Parliament to show great 
ciiscourt-•sy to the Opposition, I do not know. 
But. whether intentional or unintentional, 
he hns done that, and even now we have 
not the slig-htc t indication as to what is the 
f'Cope of t'he proposed Bill. I have endea
voured to point out the seriousness of the 
situation. and to show the hon. gentleman 
the lack of court.·sy of which he has been 
guilty towards the Opposition. Perhaps it 
~vas unintentiona 1, and even novv he mav 
rise in his nbce and give us the information 
we desire. I think we have ev0ry right to 
know how far it is intended to amend the 
land laws of the State, which are of such 
;.aramount importance to us, and the Op
position are entitled to know exactly >Yhat 
I~ the scope of the Bill. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: I desire to speak to 
the amendment. I think it is 'erv desirable 
that the Opposition should be informed of 
the scope of the Bill. We do not know 
what the contents of the Bill are, and cons·.J
quentlv it is E'f entia] that we should trv to 
make "the scope as wide as possible, so "that 
if it seems desirable to move amfmdments 
we may have an epportunity of doing so, 
although we n -Y not be able to carry them. 
It is a good thing to have the chance of 
movmg amendment,, so that the public may 
·see that we desire to make the land laws 
of this State as useful as possible. Unfor
tunately, the land laws are in such a condi
tion now that settlement, instead of progres
smg, is going back in a large degree. The 
measure introduced by the Minister may 
not be of that formidable character which we 
fear, but the Minister could have dissipated 
our fears if hB had felt so disposed. As a 
matter' of fact, the Minister himself has 
often shown a thirst for information. I 
remember when I brought in an Amending 
Land Bill on one occasion, I gave a full 
explanation as to the scope of the measure, 
which led to the hon. gentleman moving an 
amendment to still further widen the scope. 
He moved that certain clauses of the prin
cipal Act should be included in the measure 
which the Bill before us proposed to amend. 
I could not see eye to eve with the Minister 
on that occasion, and on' division the amend
·ment was lost. 

The SECRETARY FOR PT:BLIC LANDS : Pro
bably that will be the fate of this amend
ment. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE : That is what I was 
·going to remark. But, at any rate, the 
hon. member for Carnarvon will then have 
the satisfaction of knowing that he endecJ,
voured to widen the scope of the measure 
so as to make it of sen·ice to the communitv. 
"The hon. member for Carnarvon pointed out 
the directions in which he thought there was 
a limitation in the scope of the Bill such 
as to make it unserviceable for a number of 
would-be selectors in the State. He pointed 

IGolonel Rankin. 

out that quite a number of settl.sr~ desired 
to secure land, but that th9 prm?Ipal. Act 
did not allow them to o_btam theu ':'Ishes, 
and that this was a fittmg opportumty to 
trv to give effect to thel_l'l. I hope the 
M-inister will give consideratiOn to the request 
of the hon. me-mber for Carna_rvon, so that 
the scope of the Ei ' will be widened. Why 
should there be any limitation whatever on 
the scope of a Land Bill ? After all, the 
one desire is that our land laws should be 
made as useful as possible for the pe~ple. of 
the State. The ideas expressed on this side 
of the House may not appeal to the H~mse 
as it is constit Ited at th_e pr.ese~t time, 
whe···, as we see is the case m _this Cham~er, 
there is such a strict demarcatwr: of farbehs. 
Hon memb<>rs opposite have -discu·--ed t e 
Bill· and knew what the contents were 
Jwf~re it v. as broug-ht here, and they ~ad 
made up their minds as to wh!'t hmitatwn 
thev wore going to place upon It. But they 
might. at anv rate, see the force of the con
i·cntion of other hon. members who. are re
turned to do the best they can to Improve 
the laws of the State. and. co;>cede to 
them thf' onnortunity of comidermg those 
points wliich are escential for the ~v:lfare ~f 
the Shtc. There ma:.· ],c matters "h'ch ha•e 
bepn oY:>r] 0 oked by hon. me;nbers oppo
site, and with which they ~ro m sympath~, 
and perhaps it onl)' rcquues the':' to _e 
bro,wht undf'l' their notice to wm their 
svn,'p0athv and support for t~l8 amendment£ 
'-;·hich mav be movf'd: but If thf> sc_ope o 
the Bill . is limit< d as set forth m t.~e 
motion, we shall not have an t;rportn~I Y 
of Pxcrc;sino- our rights, or of mtroduc:ng 
that, lP_g-islation which we th!nk es,,enbal. 
~rrl which, as members of this Hon·:e·.,we 
have the rig-ht to do. I hope the M:m,ter 
is not '50ing that far that ?e ?cmes to 

b f the Chamber their ng-hts and 
mcm crs o_ . 'th th introduc• 
nriYileg-cs m connectiOn . WI . c ' . ht 
tion anc1 passage of leg-IslatiOn. _He 'dug_ 
be as ]iloeral as m<'mbf>rs on thJsl SI c 1_11 
rco-ard to that. The hon. gent eman IS 
lik~ the Athenians, in that h~ understands 
what is good, but he is not hke th_e Lacc
dremoni tns. who understand what IS gohd 
and practise it. The hon .. gentleman as 
not got the liberality of mmd o~ a. stath
man to concede t? membc~s on thisSsided~ e 
privileges and nghts whiCh the tan mg 
Orders provide for. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: Listen 
to the Pharisee. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: The hon. gen~loman 
understands Phe~risees. I am. not gomg to 
refer to his Pharisaical practices. All that 
I am aiming at is to induce th_e hon. gendtle-

to o:ivc us an opportumty of un er
~:~ding- the merits of the Bill. If he h_ad 
followed the practice-and the sou':'d. practiCe 
-laid c1own by the Assistant Mmister for 
Justice he would indicate wh<:t the co_nt.ents 
of the measure are. The Assistant Mmister 
for .Justice may be younger I_ll years than the 
Minister for Lands, but he IS older than he 
is in wavs of wisdom. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: I will use that at 
the next election. (Laughter.) 

Hox .. J. TOLMIE: The Assistant Min!ster 
for J ust·ice shows tactfulne"'S when he _hkes, 
but there are timu when he does not hke. 

Mr. Gn~LIES : Why do you qualify it~ 
Hox. J. TOL:\HE: Because it ea.me to my 

recollection that last night he might have 
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shown some tactfulness. In this case though, 
he has profited by past experience, and 
exhibited a degree of wisdom this afternoon 
that reculted in his motion going through 
without debate. The Minister for Lands 
might havP done the same thing, because he 
must realise that there arc other stages of 
the Dill--

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA>rDS: That is 
where you will get all the information you 
want. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: All the hon. gentleman 
has succeeded in doing is being obstinate. 
The hon. gentleman ought to be exceedingly 
pleased and grntificd to know that we are 
asking him for information on this Bill, 
because we are following the lines laid down 
by him on previous occasions. They say that 
imitation i, the sincerest form of flattery, 
and the Minister must think himself exceed
ingly flattered by the attention bestowed on 
him this f'vrning. I am pleased to know 
that there is some possibility of the oont0nts 
of the Bill being made known when we get 
to the Committee stage. He indicates that 
ht:> i<: g0i.!~g" !(! .... ~8I'.l~tcc~~ ;;v:uJ.o :iiJ.fvi·i.t-J.iiL~ull 
then. I au sorry that we have to wait until 
then, bec~usc the information that he gives 
may lead to discussion; but if we had got 
the information to-night that would have 
been avoided, and the Bill would have gone 
through the Committee stages without the 
slightest difficulty at all. I wonder what 
the feelings of the Minister for Lands will 
be when he secs the measure introduced by 
the Assistant Minister for Justice going 
through stage after stage without any debate 
whatever. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pc:BLIC LANDS: It is 
not fair to make a threat like that. 
(Laughter.) 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: I am glad to notice 
that the Minister is getting into a good 
humour. I hope that ho will give us the 
information he has declined to give us this 
afternoon. I regret that we have had this 
discussion this afternoon, and that we had to 
move this amendment; but we are only 
doing our duty to our constituents and to the 
State in trying to widen the scope of the 
Bill. We want to widen the Bill to the 
fullest extent in order that we may get a 
Land Bill that will be of service to the 
people of Queensland. I desire to make 
the work of the Government satisfactory to 
the people, and for that reason I have given 
them every assistance at all times. I hope 
we will not have to deal with the Minister 
for Lands. If he continues to occupy a seat 
in the Government, and introduces any more 
legislation, I hope that he will introducc> it 
in such a spirit that it will warrant the 
immediate and hearty co-operation of mem
bers on this side. 

Mr. FORSYTH (J1urrumba): I agree with 
the amendment to widen the scope of the 
Bill. The hon. mc>mber has asked for leave 
to introduce the Bill, but he has not given 
us any information about it. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA>rDS ; If vou 
had been here I would have told you" all 
about it. 

Mr. FORSYTH: Then, I am sorry I was 
not here. 

The SECRETARY FOR PCBLIC LANDS: You 
ought to have been here. 

Mr. FORSYTH : The hon. member has 
not given one single word to explain the 

contents of the Bill, yet when he wa1 in 
opposition himself he always asked for 
information a bout Bills that were intro
duced. In 1913, when the present leader of 
the . Opposition was Secretary for Public 
Lands, he moved-

" That it is desirable that a Bill be 
introdnced to consolidate and amend· the 
laws relating to the incursion and migra
tion of rabbits.'' 

On that occasion the Minister for Lands gave· 
a full explanation of the Bill, but the hon. 
mem-ber for J\faranoa-the present J\finister 
for LandA-wanted to· get more information. 
On that occasion the hon. member for 
Maranoa said he would like to know \vhether 
the J\Iinister intended to continue the 
iniquitous s-,•;tem of preventing trappers and 
others fron{ offering the c~trcasses and furs 
of rabbits for sale. Although the Minister 
for Lands on that occasion explained the Bill 
eubst wtiallv, the hon. member for Maranoa' 
was not sa tisficd. In 1914, when another Bill 
was introduced, the present Premier asked 
for information. The information was g-iven 
bv th~ Minister who introduced the Bill, 
f~llo'•·ing the usual course. As a rule, the 
leader of the Opposition, whoever he m~ty 
be, whether Liberal or Labour, calls "Not 
formal " in order to get that information. 
The Secretary for Agriculture in 1914 intro
duced a Bill to provide for advances to aid. 
co-operative agricultural enterprises, and he 
gav(' very full information. The leader of 
the Opposition said-

" The Secretary for Agriculture was 
corr('ct in his conclusion that I called 
"Xot formal" to this motion for the 
purpose of eliciting what was the ambit 
of the measure that he proposed to intro
duce." 

That is exactly what has been done here 
to-day. \Ve want to get information just the 
same as the hon. member wanted to get 
information then, even after particulars had 
been given. I3ut he has not given any par
ticulars at all, and he is at least somewhat 
inconsistent in his actions. 

The SECRETARY FOR PL'BLIC LA>rDS : At the 
next stage of the Bill that \Vill be all right, 
but not at this stag·e. 

l\1r. FORSYTH: The instance I have 
quoted was the order of leave, ~tnd full 
particulars were given to the Home. The 
hon. member was not satisfied with the infor
mation and asked for certain other infor
mation, and as a matter of fact he got it. 
'The vcr:l' same thing crops up on almo~t 
even Dill introduced, no matter whether 1t 
i ;;,traduced bv a Liberal or a Labour 
Minister. As a rule, the Minister intro
ducing the Bill gives a short and succinct 
idea of the particulars of the measure, and 
I ca.nnot uEderstand whv the hon. member 
did not do that. Surely· there is nothing to 
hide because we will be able to see the Bill 
la te1: on ! I understand that another Minister 
who introduced a Bill this afternoon gave 
information and I think it is the wise thing 
to do. \Ve' do not want at this particular 
stage to get all the infor_mation, . but we 
certainly want to get some mformatwn. W,e 
are asked by the hon. member to pass this 
resolution and we have no information about 
it at all. How, then, can we say whether we 
believe in the principle underlying the Bill 
or not? Surely the hon. member mu_st see 
at a gla.nce that we are simply voting m the 

Mr. Fursyth.] 
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dark, and that if he would only give us a 
few particulars it would be quite sufficient. 
I sincerely hope that even at this late hour 
the hon. member y,·iil give us some informa
tion, but, so far as anyone ean judge, it is 
quite evid<mt he does not intend to do so. 

Mr. BAYLEY (Pitlsl"or!h): I do not know 
any reason why the 1\linioter for L1.nds 
should refuse to give us some information at 
thi" juncture. It ; ; all very well for the 
:Minister, and the Government generally, to 
take up this attitude, b 'cau.,J wo all know 
well that they ha vo already discussed this 
matter in its entirety in the caucus. But 
tlnt is no sood to the Opposition. V..Te base 
a right to know what ideas they am bringing 
forward, and I sec no reason whatsoever 
why the ::Yiinister should take up this new 
a.ttitnde. I think the amendment proposed 
by the hon. member for Carnarvon is a very 
gmd ono. It widens the swpe of the Bill 
very considerably. Very important >tltera
tions mav be brought forward by tlw Govern
ment wid1in the smpo of this Bill. It is 
probable that on recount of the falling away 
in the taking up of Crown land it is abso
lute],· neccscary th:1t freehold tonuro ehall 
be resorted to onco again, and it may be 
their intention, therefore-and very likely 
is thPir intention-to do away with the pre
'"'nt objectionable leasehold t<, nure. If that 
i' tho case, wroly we ha.ve the right to be 
'·in the know." \Yith rderence to the pro
pas~] giving preference to returned soldiers, 
-which I think is a '2ry good provisjon, 've 
all arc willing to admit that tho3<· men who 
have offered so much. who have given up so 
much for Empire. for this State, ancl for each 
ono of us, have the undoubted right to pre
ference in those matters, "nd if >ve are at 
all cJ, irons-if the Govornm,mt are desirous 
-of r isting recruiting. thev should take 
every step possible to make- the prospects 
held out to our roturn<'d soldiers as bright 
and as alluring as possible. \Vithin the last 
couple of da~"" the Premier h1:s informed the 
people of Australia that he is a bsolutoly 
op;lOSc'd to conscription at the prrccnt time. 
He te1ls us that if we make the prospects 
sufficiently rosy we will hcwe plenty of 
recruit·.-that men will come forward in ever
increasing numbers. If what the Premier 
has. to] d us is correct, this is a golden oppor
tumty for the Government to proceed on 
those linos, and I think the hon. Pwmber for 
Carnan-on deserves thanks for brinc,ing for
war<] an amendment which will give the 
Opposition an opportunity to grant prefer
ence to returned soldiers. Other States have 
alrca.dy done it. Why is Queeneland lag-ging 
bP hind? It is not to tLw credit of the 
Gm·crnment that Queensland is the one and 
odv State in Australia that has not done 
om•'hing in that respect, and I would urge 

tho Govermnent-I would urge the Minister 
for Lands, if it is not his intention to give 
preference to soldier, in the Bill as drafted, 
to accede to the r<'qumt of the hon, member 
for Ca.rnarvon and accept the am~ndment 
which he ha' propos0d. It is very much to 
be O< plored that the Opposition are met with 
such scant conrtesv. One would never think 

that "this was a responsible 
[7.30 p.m.] Government-one would never 

think this was a democratic 
Government-when one saw thPm absolutely 
refuse to give members of the Opposition 
tht; necc ,~ary information at such a Bt.age. 
I earnestly hope that the Minister for Lands 
will relent, and even at this eleventh hour 

[Mr. For·syth. 

give the information to the Opposition which 
is so much desired and which is so very 
css<'ntial. 

Qcwstion-That the words proposed to be 
omittecl (Jir. (iunn's amcnd'ftHnt) stand part 
of the. qm" tion-put ; and the House 
divided:-

X!r. Barber 
Bertram 
Carter 

, Fihelly 
Folcy 
Forde 
Free 
Gilday 
Gilliel-l 
GlNlson 
Ffartley, W. 
Hunter 
Ruxham 
Jones 
Tellers," X!r. 

Mr. Bayley 
, Bridges 
, For,yth 

Grayson 
Gunn 

, :Morgan 
, Petrlp 

AYES, 28. 
:Ur. Land 

Lennon 
, Lloyd 
,, May 

McLachlan 
Mc.Jfinn 
0':--:ullivan 
Peterson 
Pollock 

,. Ryan, D. 
, Ryan, H. J. 

"\Veir 
, Wellington 
, , ·w instanlc>y 

McMinn and Mr. Pollock. 

:\OES, 13. 
Col. Rankin 
}lr. Roberts 

::·tevens 
ctoclart 
8wavne 
Tolmie 

Tellers: Mr. Gunn and Mr. Swayne. 
R' soh-eel in the affirmative. 
Original quution stated. 
Mr. STEVE~S: I think the l.linister for 

Lands has becm in this House lo1.g 'Hocr:h 
i o learn the ordinary rules of courtesy as 
applied to Ministers of tho Crown. T'he hon. 
gentleman has wc1stod several hours because 
he would not give a few words of C'i:plana
tior; tD enable hon. members to understand 
the scope of the meaoure. 

The SPEAKER: Order! I may point out 
that several hon. men,bers have already 
t.,ed that argnment, and I must ask the hon. 
member to introduce frc3h matter. 

Mr. STF,YENS: Personally, I have not 
heard anyone use that a.rgument yet, and I 
have been in the HoLise all the afternoon. 
Ho\\ever, I must bow to your ruling, Sir. 
Certainlv I would like to know who has 
t.~ed th~ argume.nt t1'at I am m.ing. The 
Minister must admit that it is due to 
members of the House that he should give 
some e-cplanation of the reason why he is 
introducing the resolution, and also what the 
'"esolution embraces. But if he refused to do 
BO ; if he refused to extend to the House 
the ordinary courtesies; then I suppose all 
we can do is to bow to his supreme will, 
and it appears to be supreme at the present 
time. The hon. gentleman sits there, adopts 
3n obstinate attitude, and simply refuses to 
rcxplain to us that which we have a right to 
know. 

Question put and passed. 

OLOSim SETTLEMENT ACT AMEND
MENT BILL. 

SECOXD READING. 

* The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
In rising to move thr' second reading of this 
amending measure, notwithstandin ''the atti
tude of hon. members opposite this after
noon, I have no hesitation in expressing 
confidence that members on both ·-ides of the 
House are fully seized of the importance of 
this, or any similar legislation, having for 
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its object increased facilities for closer settie
ment on Ehe public estate, and the more 
generous treatment of those in occupatwn 
Df the land. The limited amount of caprtal 
tLat men ·sho go upon the land possess,
thnse already upon tht• land as well as tnc 
: 'lrge body of our people who are dC's1rous of 
going on the land--;-h>s, for ma;ny years. made 
it increasingly endent that rf the lands o£ 
the State. particularly the repurchased areas, 
are to be succe·,,fully and profitably oc;cu; 
ped, then a !arger share of the caprtat 
reouircd for tlns purvose must be found by 
th<: State. Selectors, particularly those on 
the Jimbour and Inkerman estat~s, as well 
as intending selectors on the well-known 
Cecil Plains Esta,te, have not hesitated to 
make clear, both by loiter and bJ: petition, 
their view' on rhis matter. It rs wrth a 
view to meet this de !re, which is so trans
parent! v necessary, that this measure is now 
m~roduced. Perhaps if I were to briefly set 
-out the scope of the Bil! hon. members ould 
be more able to grasp all the proposals which 
it contains. I might say, in the first place, 
that the Bill providPs that, as in the case 
of ordinary Crown lands, any repurchased 
estate or the unselectod lands on the various 
repurchased estates, shall be made available 
tor perpetual ]case sdPction. The ]c;,der of 
·,he Oppo-ition, when speaking to the motion 
for leave to intro-duce this Bill, suggested 
tt1at a promise had been given, or a state
ment had been made when introducing the 
1916 Act. that the Bill -did not then propme 
to interfere with the repurchased estates. 
'That clearly was the intention, but it was 
discovered aft,,rwards that the Act really 
,!irl make it impossible for any land in th.:l 
State to be disposed of other than by per
petual lease selection. That was di<overed 
en submitting to th8 court soveral applica
tions for land-one on the Jimbour Estate 
and several on the I nkerman Estate. Pro
vision is also made that any selector ''- ho 
}-,as selected Ltnd ou any repurchased e-tato 
may, if he so desir<'s. convert his freehold 
tenure into a perpetual lease tenure. Pro
vision is also made for fixing the capital 
value of ~he land, the method Pnploycd 
being similar to that provided in tho prin
-cipal Act. This, )leThaps, will relieve the 
mind of th8 leodt'r of th Opposition, be,;auso 
yr,terday he had the rather romantic idea 
that we were going to inflate the prices of 
the estates with a view to getting a sufficient 
rent to cover mterest. 

Hon. J. ToLl\TI<:: You are going to inflate 
the intere>t charges. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
If the hon. gentleman has a little patience 
he will see exactly what we do propose. 
The Bill provides also that the rent shall 
not exceed the rate of interest paid on the 
rurchaso money of thE' repurchased eztate 
during the first period, and not exceed 
5 per cent. of the ca1oital value during a 
eucceeding period. It will be admitted that 
1he State should obtain a return in rents 
eufficient to cover the intere'·.t on the pur
-chase money of the bnd that they buy. 

Hon. J. TOL'ITIF.: 'l'lwy must. 

The SECRETARY FOR PL:BLIC LANDS: 
That is quite so, and that takes away the 
hon. gentleman's charge that the proposal 
is to inflate the interest. It also provides 
that town and suburban blocks may be sold 
by auction on the perpetual leaso tenure on 
terms generally similar to those under which 
'Crown lands of the State are sold, except 

that 5 per cent., in,tead of 3 per cent., 
interest will be charged. There arc other 
1ninor provisions in tl:-e _Bill ]~~or in.stance, 
it is provided that pnorrty may be grver; to 
men who are already on the land comprrscd 
in ,>n estate at tht time of the repurchase, 
o:' that any selector now upon any of the 
c. tates. ma:; surrender their title and obtain 
a leasehold. 

Hon. J. TOL:cl!lE: That is the law to-day. 
The SECHETAHY FOR PlT3LIC LA::.\DS: 

Y cs that is the law under the principal Act, 
btlt' it will not be the law under thi··· Bill, 
unless it is rt wenacted. There is also a prow 
vioion for the substitution of the capital for 
tho purc~asing pri-ce, so a& to bring this 
measure into conformit. with the Closer 
Settlement Act. Scction.31 of the principal 
_\et is to bo repGttlt->d. A sugge5tion 1va_s 
made ve ,terclrry by the leader of the Opposl·· 
tion tl;at the pa·sing of this Bill may have 
some effect on the t:·ust funds of the State. 
.l\1v coutention is that thA trust funds of the 
St;rte will be no ·.wrso oti. even if the worst 
things that. { ~n be said by the Opposi.tion 
\vore true, than they are at the pre..:er1t time. 
At ]Jresent we have areas of land O!J';_'.' for 
.seh>:. t:on on the following cstu1.-os :-.t\...Ilcoy, 
Ji::1bour, \\ ic~ge,--. \Voolooga, Govvrio, Inker
man, -and ~~1~uyvaL. ....\Jtog•2thcr, there are 
119 portions of land on those. e tates, com
pr·ising 166,964 acres, and costmg the State 
£411.0"'6. Thoqo lands a·e unselect<'cl to-day, 
and are lying idle. _'\. ]urge number of tho.-e 
portions are producing no rcv?nue to t~e 
State and ure, tlkreiore, a tax upon tne 
trust' fund•· of the State. Xo rent is being 
reccivf'd fron1 thcn1. and no re~'.ayn1cnts ,,~·e 
boi11g n1adC' in connectior. y; ith tlleLL In 
addition to thosr~ arQa-J, tho:-e a ro 518 blocks 
o£ lana on the ~Ji __ aLo~.u, Go\vri"--.. and Inlcer
man estates, conl}.Jrising 163,367 acres, and 
costing £574,837. Those blocks have been 
S(~lcd _d, but a brge rnunb:.'l' of th<' sclecto;s 
are unable to meet their payments. It wrll 
be r~membcrcd that a Jimbour Relief Bill 
,,-a3 introduced the session before last, 
in or-der to O"ive relief to a number of 
selectors on that estate. At that time 
a concession amounting to some £87.000 
\vas made to the sPlectors. so that there 
again the trust funds were. called upon 
to make good. JI.'Iy contencwn n that rf 
throug·h the pre·mt land laws '•'"" h .. veJarge 
areas of land, such as I have mentwned, 
unselcctecl. or which. havin,;- been selected, 
are held bv men who arc unable to meet 
their cng-lg~rncnts, it is quite time t,hat seine
thing YalS done to enable people. Y)lo are 
dcsirrns oF going on th+J lancl to obtain land 
~-t a rr•nhl v,hich ·will enable them to occupy 
it profitably, and undC>r cr,n<li:ions which ¥:ill 
enahle the trust funds whrch have been 
emplo,vPd in the repurc!'tase of t~e estate to 
be reimbursed. 'l'hcre Is a certamty tha_t a 
largo number of tlteo;c selection,; or portwns 
will be selected under t!,e }Je'TJctual lease 
svstem. A considerable number _of t_he 
J'imbour selectors have signified therr wrll
ingness to accept leasehold tenure, and 
a suggestion has come from a number _of 
intending selecton in the. Pitts:"'orth drs
trict. that whPn the Cecrl Plarns Estate 
is thrown open for selection it should be 
thrown open under the perpetual lease 
systr,rn. People are beginning to realise that 
the man who goes on the lan_d, and ha& ?o; 
an abundanc'' of capital, reqmrcs that caprta1 
to work his farm, ann io; unable to paJ: a 
hi"h price for land. The State by grantmg 
po';petual leaseholds to those intending 

Hon. J. M. Hunter 1 
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selectors will allow them to retain their 
capital and use it for the purpose of expand
ing and developing their indmtry. On 
Gowri0 there arc forty-nine selections, com
pri'·ing an area of 10,947 acres, and valued 
at £48,108, the owners of which are likely 
to apply for the C<mYor ,ion of thc·ir tenur<' 
into lea?ohold. I think tlw Home will realise 
that, under ;he circuinstanc- s, the Govern
ment a:·e called upon to bke some action 
by \:hich these <>cLtes may be made' avail
able for the public. Duting the last twelve 
months on!:; six selections ha ye been taken 
up on repurchased estates. The experience 
of the men at Gowrie and Jimbour has b0en 
such as to warn 1nen again~t er:cleuvonring 
to select land and make home• for them
sel Vl"'\~ on those art ns under pre~.ent con
ditions. It is held by hen. gentieruen oppo
site that tlw perp€tual ieasc system is not 
popular. All I can c-ay is that, as far as the 
re pure hased estates. are ~onccrncd, a large
numiwr of the men who arc on the land, and 
a number who propo"; to go on the land. 
show a strong disposition in favour of per
petual lease, and are asking the State to 
be their landlord, so that they may be 
allowed to take up land and us8 it on a 
rentul basis. Of course, it is said that the 
leasehold title is ;,ot a good one, and that 
people like to have their own freeholds. But, 
after all, titles are only relative in degree. 
A freehold title is not an alJ'olute surrender 
bY the Crown of the rh·ht to deal with the 
land in reopect of which the title is held. 
The Crown at all times r0senes the right to 
enter upon it, to make Toads, to reserve it 
for any particular purpose, or to ruumc it. 
and a'!so at any time to tax it. There 
iL1 one advantage of perpetual lease-it is 
not taxable. Moreover, \.Ye ,":,~ant to remmn
ber that the very htlc itself-a lease in per
petuity-does not mean a lease for to-day, a 
ninety-nine years lease, or a 999 years lease; 
it means a lease for all time. The Crown 
has no more right to interfere with it in the 
matter of resumptions than. what it has 
with land under th•:J ordinarv freehold title., 
with which hon. members opposite arc so 
0namoured. It is a notorious fact that while 
a number of men imagine thttt they are 
o'vners of propertv, in a large nun1ber of 
cases they are really occupiers for the mort
ga.,.ee and the rat~ of interest that they pay 
to th~ mort"U"ee for the money which they 
borrow on "th~ir freehold woJild in many 
cctses be double that which the State is asking 
for them under perpetual leasehold. 

Mr. BAYLEY: Tnen you put a land tax on 
top of it. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
'I'hen the,· have in the State what may be 
called a ,;cry generous and considerate land
lord, who does not make a point of driving 
a man ufl' his farm in a bad season or of 
rack-renting him in a ba-d time or at any 
time. Only a reasonable rent is asked. The 
outline of the Bill which I have given shows 
that the rent is based on the purchase money, 
Vl-ith, of course, the usual advance of 10 per 
cent. to coYer roads and reserves which have 
t<J be made for the public convenience. On 
that purchasing price the State says, " We 
will charge you a rental equal to the interest 
we are paying on the land which we have 
purchased." I think that if the selectors 
on Jimbonr had started out on that basis in 
the beginning they would be to-day in a very 
much better position than they are. 
I am suro that if the selectors who go on the 
Cecil Plains Estate start out on those terms 

[Hon. J. M. Hunter. 

t he:T will becomB a very prosperous people:. 
The general eifect of the provisions which 
are laid down in this Bill will be that a 
large area of land which has cost the State 
something like £800,000 or £900,000, and 
to-day is either unoccupied or is largely 
occupied bv men who are unsuccessful 
through h;ving to carry the enormous 
burden-a responsibility which they would 
never have taken on if they had known 
it, of pa 'cing off t-he purchase· price of their 
costlv land-those men will be relieved of 
thr t" responsibility if they so wish. There 
i:1 another large r1rea of land 'vhich, t,.1-dn::, 
nobody is wanting, bece.use th~ price is >nch 
that they are not a blco to pay it. Under this 
Bill the result will be that the burden will 
be removed frorr: those men if the:;· desire 
it, and will, it is hoped, reimburse the 
trust funds of tho State. It is not com
pulsory: thev are free to do what they 
please, but if they wish they may surrender· 
their presPnt titles, and come under tho 
perpetual leasehold system and pay thE' 
rc•ntals on the basis provided by the Bill. I 
sincerelv hope that the Jimbour land and 
the balance of the Inkc·rman land, when the 
Bill is passed, will find ready selection, a_nd· 
that those men who to-dav are burdened w1th 
a heavv debt which they' see no prospect of 
ever r0!ieving themselves of will be- freed 
from thnt burden and set on their way to
prosperity by availing themselves of the 
prm'isions of this measure. 

Mr. BAYLEY: How will they stand with· 
regard to the money already paid? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA~DS: 
The hon. member is asking in that quite a 
host of questions which he could not expect 
me to answer in a second reading speech. 

Jl.lr. RoBERTS: The Bill shows it. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : 
If the hon. member has read the Bill, and: 
it is there there is no need to ask the 
question. I move-That the Bill be now 
read a second time. 

At five minutes to 8 o'clock, 
The CHAIRMAN OF CoMMiTTEES (Mr. Bertram) 

relieved the Speaker in the chair. 
* HoN. J. TOLMIE: We do not know the 
objects which actuated the hon. gentleman 
in introducing this Bill; it may be that 
because of legislation introduced and passed· 
last year the Government finds itself in a 
hole. We have had, very frequently, passed 
throug-h this Chamber legislation which has 
been found to be quite different to the repre
sentations made to us. The hon. gentleman 
has previously denied that, but now he tells 
us that last session we did pass through 
this Chamber a Bill which had that effect. 
I thought myself that there was some danger 
in connection with our closer settlement land 
laws, and when the Bill of 1916 was passed 
through the House, I asked the Secretary 
for Public Lands as to whether the settlers 
in " such and such" an estate were affected 
by the legislation we were then passing, and 
he gave me an assurance they wore not. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LA!'!DS: I gave 
you the assurance given by the Draftsman, 
who understood that was the position. It is 
no use your trying to misrepresent the 
matter. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: The hon. gentleman 
told me they were not. 
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The SECRETARY ~OR PuBLIC LANDS: I gave 
you the assurance I got. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: 'I'he hon. gentleman 
gave me the assurance of the Draftsman. I 
cio not think he is fair to the Draftsman ; he 
should take the re;;ponsibility himself in 
regard to a matter of that kind. He now 
cameo down and says that all our settlement 
under the Closer Settlement Act has stopped 
because of the legislation we passed last year. 

The SECRETARY FOil PUBLIC LANDS: No. It 
io absolutely untrue; that is not so. 

HoN. J. TOL::\1IE: The hon. gentleman 
lold us when percons came and sought to take 
vp land under the Closer Settlement Act-he 
instanced one area on Jimbom· and four or 
five on Inkerman-they could not have effect 
given to their wishes because the 1916 Act 
barred them 

The SECRETAHY FOR PUBLIC L\NDS: No. All 
it does is that it makes it necessarv now to 
legalise their selections. It does "not stop 
anybody from selecting. 

Ho;,. J. TOLMIE: Of course, it has 
stopped selection. 

The SECHLrAitY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : Y on 
were told in the office to-day that that waa 
not so. 

HON. J. TOLMIE : I am giving the infor
mation I have got from the office. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pl:BLIC LANDS: No it 
is quite the reverse; that it did not prev'ent 
applications being received 

HoN. J. TOLMIE : I went to the office 
because I was not certain in my own mind. 

The SECRETARY FOR P<.:BLIC LANDS : I know 
you went to the office; I was told you got it. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: Any time I have gone 
to the office the hon. gentleman has given 
me every opportunity to get the informa,
tion I wanted. One of the provisions of the 
Biil I went to make inquiry about was sub
clause (4) of clause 2-

" All such applications for the sam'e 
shall, at the option of the respective 
applica.nts, be deemed to have been made 
and accepted for a perpetual lease selec
tion under this Act; and the applicants 
shall, respectively, be entitled to hold 
the land accordingly under the Land 
Act of 1910 a.nd a.ny Act amending or in 
substitution for the same and this Act." 

The question I put at the office was with 
regard to the word " option," and I was 
told that if these sBlectors who have taken 
up, or attempted to select, land proceeded 
with their selections, should this Bill become 
law, they would get their selections, but they 
have not got the option to take it up under 
the existing Act. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLW LANDS: You 
will be responsible for stopping them. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: No, the f'xisting law 
is responsible. These men cannot go further 
than they have gone to-day. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: You 
said we have stopped selection. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: I say that selection 
has stopped. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: No, it 
has not. 

1917-8 B 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: They cannot proceed 
any further than they are at the pre,ent 

time. They made their applica
[8 p.m.] tions and lodged their money, 

but could not get a title to go 
on the land becnuse of the operation of the 
Act. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS: We can 
issue occupation licenses. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: These men went to the 
office and put in their money to take up 
land as freehold tenure under the Closer 
Settlement Act. When they lodged their 
monev the Land Commissioner told them 
they could not take it up. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : The 
Land Commissioner did not tell them that. 

Ho;,. J. TOL~1IE: Well, the Minister 
told them, or somebody else. Perhaps the 
Lctnd Court told them that their selections 
could not be confirmed because of the opera
tion of the 1916 Act. If that is not stopping 
them, I do not know what is stopping them. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: It did 
not stop selection, but it stopped the pro
gTc,sivc stages of selection. 

Ho01. J. TOLMIE: If they cannot get the 
land under freehold tenure, then selection 
under that tenure must be stopped. That 
must be patent to the intelligence of the 
hon. gontlema.n. That is the information I 
obtained at the office, and that is the infor
mation which the hon. gentleman gave to 
this House when he introduced the Bill. I 
am not seeking to put any other construction 
upon it. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: Yes, 
you are. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: Unless this Bill is 
passed, it is impossible for them to get their 
selections. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS: You 
said that we stopped selection. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: I said that it was 
e,topped through the operation of the law. 
I do not say that the hon. gentleman wilfully 
and with malice aforethought t<JOk all the 
means in his power to prevent these men 
from having their selections confirmed. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: You 
are trying to twist it. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: I am not trying to 
twist it. It is the hon. gentleman who is 
trying to twist it. Here we have ono man 
from Jimhour and four or five men from 
the Inkerman Estate wanting to btko up 
land under the Closer Settlement Act. They 
filled in their forms, paid their money, and 
when they went to the Land Court for con
firmation the Land Court, possessed of more 
kno'sledge and reading the Act more care
fully than the commissioners, said, " \V e 
are sorry, but you cannot go any further. 
\Ve cannot confirm the application for you." 
'rho polic\• of the Govmnment is to bring 
all the land under leasehold in order to give 
these m'en an opportunity of taking up 
sol actions. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : And 
othero, 

Ho:''· J. TOLMIE: And others. I do not 
say that the Minister is just doing it for 
the five or six men I have mentioned, but 
theq' five or six men will benefit. As a 

Hon. J. Tolmie.J 
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matter of fact, it is booause of the predica
ment in which these men are found that he 
has introduced thi; legislation. 

'l'he SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: No, it 
it not. That is where you are wrong again. 
Scores of men on Jimbour want it. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: We will come to that 
later on. I am dealing with the position 
that under Closer Settlement Act selection 
cannot be JHOC6cded with unk-s this legis
lation is pa3sed. That is due entirely to the 
Government's not having carefully studied 
the Act before they introduced it. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: \Ve 
know what we want in the Act. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: This Bill lays down 
that certain sections of the 1906 Act, 
described as the principal Act, shall be 
c ancelle·d. Those sections are the sections 
that deal with the opening of land, the 
fixing of the price of land, and the means 
of getting it. Those provisions are re
enacted in another form in this Bill. Tbere 
are some alteration·' of the same effect with 
regard to the Act of 1913. I suppose that 
is neces.iary if there is going to be an 
alteration in the tenure of the land. Then 
comes the question of the reappraisement 
of the value of those properties. The prac
tice is followed, as in the principal Act, 
of adding one-tenth to the value of the 
land or rather one-tenth to the purchasing 
pric~. That, I take it, i.i for the same pur
pose as was followed in the principal Act. 
It provides for land put aside for reser,·es 
and roa.ds. \Ve found that tha~one-tenth was 
sufficient to cover that. I find on inquiry 
that the position of the Closer Settlement 
Act is exceedingly sound at the present 
time notwithstanding that there are some 
area~ of land still remaining. The land 
that has been sold compensates to the fullest 
extent the trust funds from which the money 
was taken. In that respect there is no loss 
on the truet funds. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: That 
is provi-ded for. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: No, it is not. This 
Bill is introduced to systematise all the 
land laws of the State. Perhaps the Min
ister will not take exception to my putting 
it that ,\-ay. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: No. 
That is right. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: He wants to bring all 
the land laws of the State under perpetual 
lease. He has had some experience of the 
working of the law since he has been in 
ofiice. It was one of the fads of the Labour 
party. one of their ill-digbted schemes of 
adrnini"tering the public v,,tate, and imme
diately they came into power they pro· 
ceeded to put it into operation. The result 
i; lamentably shown in the history of land 
settlement ever since. The number of selec
tionG taken up last month was rixty, a 
minimuir.• record for the last thirty years. 
There has been a diminishing demand for 
land ever since the Government introduced 
that system. Of course the Government give 
their reasono for that. 

The Srr:RETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : You 
don't rccogni e that there is a war on. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE : The hon. gentleman 
took the words out of my mouth. It is a 
wonder the Minister for Education is not 
hero to tell me there is a war on. I have 

[Hon . .J. Tolmie.-

reali ·ed that there is a war on. and I 
rcaliee it to the fullest pobible extent. I 
roali ~c, Ydth a great arnount of anguish. 
that there is a war on, and because I 
realise there is a "ar on, and because it is 
painful to me, as it is to other members, 
to know there is a war on, that does not 
prevent me :from discharging my public 
dut" here in pointing out where the 
Government are mismanaging the affairs of 
the country. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : Do it 
honestly. 

Hox. J. TOLMIE: If it is necessary to 
brinr: the Government to book for mis
managing the affairs of the State when 
there is no war on, it is more imperatively 
our dutv to do it when there is a war on, 
when c\-ory poe~iblc penny is necess":r:;- to 
be conserved, and because of the conbngen
cies that we know must inevitably follow 
the fact that there is a war on. 

The SECP.ET\RY FOR PUBLIC LA:s'DS: 'What 
has that to do with the fact of the falling off 
of selection? 

HoN. J TOL"'IIE : The hon. member 
rPalises the force of what I am saying, and 
I speak this way, not because of any desire 
on my part, but b;;cause of the fact that the 
hon. member has brought" it upon himself by 
interjection. I say that settlement has fallen 
t'ff, and I have pointoCI out the true cause
that is, the tenure that is now existing-so 
that people will not tako up land; they 
carmot purchase it under these conditions. I 
simply appeal, if I may do so, to the meanest 
instincts of every person in this Chamber-;
the desire for po,- ;pc,ion-and I am certam 
that there is not a single individual who, if 
he saw a po,.sibilitv of getting a freehold 
icr the purpose of rnaking a home for him
wlf and his family, would not take it, know
ing that he h.;s that security in ca'e trouble 
should come and it should be necessary to 
dispose of his pronerty. Land settlement 
k_s fitllen off, and, fallen off, I sa~·. in a 
lamentable degree. This year will be the 
low-water mark in Queensland, I believe, for 
the last fort,- vears-that is, proceeding at 
the rate at which we arc going now. I have 
gone back in the history of land settlement 
for over thirtv-five vears. and there has not 
been a year 'in the history of Queensland 
when we haYe not been able to put 8t least 
1,000 persons on the land. Tho progress 
returns to-dav show that this year we will 
not be able' to do that, unless something 
extraordinary happens, by the 31st December. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: You do 
not need to be a prophet to say we will have 
i ess next year. 

Holl. J. TOLMIE: We will have less next 
year under the conditions the Government 
irnpose. And when we :ro back and see that 
thirty years ago the population was not one
half of what it is to-day, and yet they were 
;:;ble to sett.le over 1.000 persons on the land, 
we, must come to the conclusion that it is 
not the war which is preventing a double 
population doing at !PaRt what that popula
t'on did thirty-five y<'ar' ago. I regret very 
much the condition of settlem(!1t in the State 
of Queensland: I regret that it has been 
Lrought about by tlve ~,ction of the Govern
l:ient, by reason of a misconception of what 
is the rig-ht policy to pursue in regard to 
land settlement. ThPy had the history of 
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the whole world before them. 'I'hev knew 
v hat the progrosq of settlement had been. 
!lOt only in the older countric' of the world 
but also in the newer countrin of the world; 
they were aware tC1at what has brought 
.r:·rogress and development has been freehold 
tenure. And if they go to the countries that 
Pave been desolated they will find that they 
are those lands where leasehold tenure 
obtain& to-day; they are following the worst 
experience of the world's history instead of 
tbe be't in their policy of land settlement. 
'l'his Bill does av1 ay with the possibility of 
any person acquiring any land under the 
Closer Settlement .Act. We thought at least 
that was conservE>d to the people. Such is 
ibis selection spoken of by the hon. member, 
m.d all land under the Closer Settlement 
Acts that was not taken up when the 1916 
Act came into force will be available £01· 
perpetual lease selection, just the same as 
.::11 the other lands of the State a1·e a vailablo 
frJ~ that form of te'lure. They endeavour 
tu encourage those p~reons with fre'.holds to 
throw up th" land they already hold under 
that tenure or have jiartially made fr0ehold, 
lcE>cause the principle laid down here in sub
clause (6) of clause 2 provides that the selec
tors may take advant,tge of this Bill and 
throw up their pre"ent freehold lands. I 
know that this may be .attractive to some 
selectors who may be strugglin", but I want 
to warn them what the l'ffect of this may be. 
That subclause provides-

"'l'hat no sums paid us rent under the 
surrendered lea.se shall be credited to the 
new porpE>tual lease, except in respect -of 
the unexpired part of the year during 
which the surrender of the subsisting 
lease is made." 

That is, if any of these selectors have paid 
a very considerable amount into the Treasury 
i!'. the direction of making their lands free
hold, if they elect to come under the pro
visions of this Bill, all the money they have 
j,!.id will be impounded by the State-it 
falls into the State Treasury and they lose 
it all. They lose all the value of improve
ments mad" on those lands. Everything goes 
by the board, except the unexpend(•d portion 
of this year's rent, which may be continued 
os rent of the leasehold until the expiration 
of the year. 'What advantage is there, then, 
to the selectors to come under the operation 
of this Bill? Let us see how it is going to 
work out 'l'he Minister has told us that a 
demand is be;ng m;Hle by selectors at Jim
bour and other places for a reforwation of 
the Closer Settlement Acts in order to give 
them the opportunity of throwing up their 
freehold and taking leasehold instead. I 
wonder, if the Ban. the Minister explained 
to these would-be selectors under that tenure 
what the conditions are going to be, how it 
i& going to operate in their respective casE···
I wonder whether they would be so glad and 
oo willing to come under the provisions of 
th(, Bill. The Minister has made no explana
tion of that. \Vhen he is proposing to make 
a wide sweeping alteration in our system of 
land tenure, as he is proposing in this Bill, 
do you not think it would be only right and 
just to the selectors, those who have urged 
him to bring in this legislation, to put 
definitelv before them the conditions under 
which this measure is going to operate? 
\Fhen they find out what those conditions 
are I hav~ not the slightest doubt that they 
will not take advantage of the mea<;ure at 

all. It is not going to be to the advantage 
of the selectors, nor is it likelv to ease them 
of their burdens. as the hon. ;nember has so 
glibly a·'ured us. I propose to c·xplain the 
~ituation so that at any rate the matter mav 
be put before this House, so that members 
may understand, and &electors outsidP this 
c:ilan:be_r may fully reeJise what their posi
hon Is tf they take advantage of it. I have 
not the slightest •doubt that it will be found 
that they will not do so well under this 
me~sure as they are doing under existing 
lPgislation, where there is a possibility, even 
though t~~y have to struggle against exist
ll,'g. condit:ons, of ~heir being able to make 
t<Ieir holdmg' then· own. No matter how 
long a man strug_gle.o, if eventually the pro
perty_ becomes h1s own, he has something 
for his old age, something on "hi eh he can 
~~dl back, something which will relieve him 
I I he becomes ~listressed. He can sell the 
property and IJvr; upon the proceeds, but 
what can h: do m regard to his selection 
under the Bill we are now discus3ing? 

~1r. FOLEY: He can sell a perpetual lease. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: Who is going to buy 
a perpetual lease? 

'l'he SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC L.\:XDS : They 
are being sold now. 

HoN. J'. 'l'OLMIE: '\Vhen this land is 
·desolated-a; it sometimes is-by drought. 
and when men are broken, as men are 
broken on the land--and the Minister for 
Lands knows that as fullv and as well as 
I do-what are they going to do? I have 
~1om; .a'';oriatr-d with the people on the land 
m tms Sb to ever smce I was a child and 
so has the hon. member. I know w-h~t the 
conditions of settlement are. No man in 
th1s House can tell me anv conditions in 
ro:<ard to settlement that I do not know of. 
I knm; the difficulties under which these 
men are working, and if they are brokr·n 
nn_d~r the tenure that is nroiJose·d hy the 
:\li~ustcr for Lands, th.·y have nothing on 
v hwh to fall back. aud thev drift off their 
selections without any subsbi.nce at all. 

'l'he SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : Thev 
may have a n1ortgage under freehold tenure 
and drift off. 

Hm;. J. TOLMIE: If they have a mort
gage they can sell their mortgage and get 
something for it. I asked the hon. gentle
man vesterda,- whether the trust accounts 
of Queensland· were going to be protected by 
this Bill, and he said. " vY ait and soe, you 
will see it in the Bill." Then I pointE>d out 
that if these trust accounts were to be pro
tected on the lines of existing legislation. 
that is, charged 1~ per cent., the capital 
value of the land would have to be inflated, 
giving the people of the community a wrong 
impreJsion as to the value of the land. 

'l'he SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : You 
arc drr..Y;ing on your i1naginatiu11. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: I was drawing on my 
imagination because I had nothing else to 
draw upon. I had not the information 
'· hich should h,we been vouchsafed by the 
hon. gentleman to draw upon, and having 
nothing else to draw upon, I drew upon 
my imagination, which, generally speaking. 
is a well-ordered imagination, and I am 
not likely to be m;·,kd to any cxt0nt by 

Hon. J. Tolmic.~ 
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that imagination. I find now that instead of 
inflating the capital value of the land the 
hon. gentleman is inflating the interest 
charge. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: We arc 
charging rate~ of interest paid by the 
Government. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: The present law says 
1! per cent., and anvthing over that per
centage is inflating the interest, as far as 
the existing law is concerned. The interest 
that will be charged by the hon. gentleman is 
the interest that is being paid on the different 
estates, and when we look at the various 
estates wo find that they were all purchased 
at 3! per cent., with the exception of Cecil 
Plains, which was purcha,ed at 4 per cent., 
so that these estates must return 3! per 
cent. interest in order that the trust funds 
will not suffer. That is the basis on which 
the land is going to be leased. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA1-!DS : Is not 
that cheap money? 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: It is cheap money if 
the people had an opportunity of frcehold
ing tbeir land, but, if thev have not an op
portunity of freeholding their land, how is 
it going to be cheap? At the expiration of 
15 years this 3! per cent. is going to jump 
up to 5 per cent., and 15 years thereafter a 
Government may be in power that m.,y 
raise it to 10 per cent. Let us see how this 
will operate. 

Mr. FOLEY: What an elastic imagination 
you have got ! 

HoN. J. TOL:YIIE: There is no imagina
tion about it. 

:Ylr. FoLEY: Like Mark Twain, you have 
an imagination that can be stretched to any 
extent. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: Just like the plat
form of the Labour party. Let us take the 
Jimbour Estate, in the Dalby land agent's 
district. I have here portion 41, containing 
593 acres 2 roods 19 perches. The capital 
value of that selection under this Bill
when it is passed-will be £2,370, and that 
land is valued at £4 per acre. On this the 
se] ector pays a rental of 2s. 9 3 f 5d. per 
acre per annum. Altogether the man who 
take3 up that selection bareback-without 
saddle or bridle, without a fence upon it, 
without any water, and without any house
has to pay £83 per annum. At the expira
tion of 15 years he will have to pay .. £118 
10s. per annum rent on that selection. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: That 
i-; not according to the BilL 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: That is according to 
the BilL 

The SECRETARY l'OR PUBLIC LANDS : The Bill 
say;; not exceeding 5 per cent. 

Ho:-~. J. TOLMIE: ~ot less than 5 per 
cent. I know what I am talking about. 
Then, take portion No. 387, valued at the 
present time at £4 Ss. l!d. per acre. The 
man who takes up that selection will have 
to pay 3s. ld. per acre rent, or £53 10s. per 
annum. That selector has to put up his own 
yards, his own fencing, his house, wells, and 
everything else; and, notwithstanding that 
fact, he has to pay-for a period of 15 
years-£58 10s. per annum rentaL Under a 

[Hon. J. Tolmie. 

freehold tenure all he would have to do 
would be to pay a little bit more than that 
£53 10s. for 40 years and the land will 
be his own, but under these conditions the 
land will never become his own. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : He 
would have to pay three times as much. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: Surely the hon. gentle
man is not going to allow that statement 
to go out as the opinion of the Minister for 
Lands? He knows the price is £6 10s. for 
the frePhold and the interest is 3! per cent., 
and three times as much as that would be 
10! per .cent. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC L \NDS : I have 
known farmers pay 12~ per cent. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: To the Government? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: Xo; I 
am talking about the private money-lender. 

Ho:-~. J. TOLMIE: They were glad to get 
the money at 12~ per cent., so that they 
could make the land their own. Now we 
turn to portion 192, parish of :Macali>ter, 
containing 320 acres; £5 Os. 8d. is the 
cavital value of that land under the Bill 
that we have now before us. 'rhat is 3s. 6d. 
an :.,ere. The selector who takes that up 
will have to pay £56 a year rent. He is not 
going to do it. Now, let us take the Gowrie 
Estate, portion 13v, in the parish of h:cacs. 
The aren is 169 acres 3 roods 37 perches, and 
the canital value of that is £1.700. It is 
valued· at £10 an acre. The sc;lcctor ,vho 
takes that up has to pay 7s. per acre rent 
at the pre~ent time. As a leasehold area, for 
the 169 acrr s he has to pay £59 10s. per 
annum. Is that land going to be taken up 
under those conditions? No. Where is there 
going to be any easier for the selector? 
They are going to continue paying rent at 
the prices I have stated, and then, at the 
expiration of fifteen years, the rent is going 
to be raised upon them again. Do you think 
that this is going to be an encouragement 
to settlement? I have pointed out that 
this Bill is not going to give satisfaction to 
the would-be selectors of Queensland that is 
anticipated; that it is only going to still 
further add to the difficulty of land settle
ment in Queensland. If the Minister were 
wise-if the party with which he is associated 
were wise-·they would realise the growing 
needs of the people of Queensland to-day. 
If they realised to the full extent the neces
sities of the people of Australia to-day, they 
would come down to this House and alter 
their system of land tenure altogether. They 
would widen the possibilities for people to 
settle upon the bnd, and extend to them 
privileges that are not extended to them at 
the present time, in order to induce as many 
people to become produrers as they possibly 
could. If they devoted their energies solely 
to the object of securing land settlement 
and securing production-I give them this 
advice, ac it is good advice and sound advice 
-then they would be doing the best possible 
thing that they could for the State of Queens
land, without taking away from the people 
the incentive to go on the land. When we 
have hon. members declaim against the pro
ducer-as hon. members on the other side of 
the House are constantly doing; when every 
difficulty is put in his way ; when his lot is 
made so difficult, in comparison with the lot 
of the men in the cities; . what inducement 
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can there be for settlement? Goodness 
knows there has never been any 

[3.30 p.m.] Gnvernment in the State who 
have done so little to encour

age settlement as the present Govern
ment are doing. If present conditions con
tinue, and we cannot get hold of people and 
induce them to go on the land, there is going 
to be a most disastrous time for Queensland. 
I have heard hon. members opposite rave 
at the late Government when they had as 
many as 300 and 500 selectors after one 
favourite piece of land, and when all the 
land that could be mado available was 
snapped up; but there is a great difference 
between the paltry number of selectors who 
are now taking up land and the hundreds 
of selectors who »ent on the land under the 
previous Government. Hon. members on 
the other side, when they were on these 
benches, used to tell us that we ·were not 
doing the right thing to secure settlement, 
and that if they had the opportunity they 
would show us how ·t;his State was going to 
hum with the tread of thousands and thou
sands of men marching to take up land. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: So we 
would if we had the opportunities you had. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE : The present Govern
ment have had unlimited opportunities, but 
they have placod every obstacle they could 
in the way of people taking up land, and 
have hurled at those who have gone on the 
land epithets which have made them dis
satisfied. I am not talking about things 
which are ephemeral; I am talking about 
things which are permanent. During the last 
t"·o and a-half years-the period during 
which the prcEent Government have held 
office-land settlement has gone down month 
by month. 

Mr. O'Sc:LLIVAN: You are forgetting that 
there is u war Gn. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: If the hon. gentleman 
had been here a little while ago he would 
hav<l found (pat that stock argument was 
used by the Minister for Lands, that it was 
used by the hon. member for Mundingburra, 
;md that it was used by the hon. member for 
Kennedy-in fact, amost every member on 
tha.t side of the House has had that argu
ment on his lips. In order to cover up the 
mismanagement of the Government they are 
blaming the appalling conditions which exist 
on the other side of the world, 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC LANDS : You 
know . that the' men are not here to go on 
the land. 

HoN. J. TOL"-!!:IE: The boys of to-day are 
as anxious to take up land as the boys were 
previously. Boys of sixteen are not going 
tD the 'Yar. 

Mr. H. L. HARTLEY: They are going to the 
"\var. 

HoN. J. 'TOLMIE : I am sorry if boys of 
sixteen are going to the war, but we know 
that there are boys of that age left here, and 
that thev want to get land and make homes 
for the~selves. There may be hardships to 
put up with, but if those growing lads see 
independm<ce ahead of them they will travel 
the hard and difficult road. When we have 
galvanised indifference at a premium beyond 
measure, how can you expect to secure land 
'*ettlement? 

Mr. H. L. HARTLEY: How can you hB.ve 
"glllvanised indifference''? Talk sense! 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: I am epeaking beyond 
the der>ths of the hon. member's comprehen
sion, and I regret that I arn doing so. Here 
is a Bill, ostensibly introducE>d for the pur
pos•l of settling people on the land, but I 
have pointed out that the reduced prices for 
land which we hea~ so much about are not 
going to be secured by the people under this 
mea~urc. The people of Jirnbour thought 
they were going to get their land at ls. an 
acre aud make it pay, but they know very 
well that they cannot ma.ke th::ct land pay 
when they put their improvements on it an·l 
then fi.Gd that thev cannot disnose of their 
property if they wlch to take up BOrne other 
occupation. The Cecil Plains lands are 
hanging on the hands of the Government. 
A sBlf.ction of 320 aeres on Cecil Plains may 
be valued at £4 an acre. I do not know 
how the Government are gting to fix the 
price, but I think that is a reasonable valua
tion. If a man takes up plaiu lane! under 
such conditions, he is not going to use it for 
agricultural purposes. He may use it for 
dairving pmposes, if the GovPrnment give 
any "encouragement to dairy farmers, but he 
will have to pay £60 ner annum for that 
land before he has put a stick on it-before 
he has fenced it in, before he has built a 
house or sunk a well, or pul a ploue;h into 
the Innd. If he canr:ot make a living on the 
land, and he has to leave it, he must fodeit 
his improvements. What encouragement 
will that be to settlement? 

ThG SECRETARY FOH PUBLIC LANDS: He has 
not ro forfeit his improvewenls, and you 
know it. 

HoN. J. TOLMI1~: He has to forfeit his 
imPJ·ovcment, if h~ cf\nnot get people who 
are foolish t'lloue;h to accept such conditions 
to tnke up the land. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pt:BLIC L'\!\DS : Y on 
have to put a proviso into a lot of your state
ments 

Hox. ,J. TOLMIE: It is a proviso that 
intelligent men understand. I have endcav
oured to show clearlv to hon. m0mbers on 
the other side that there io not going to be 
cheap land settlement uncier the scheme pro, 
posod in this Bill, that the inr0ntive to settle
ment is beine; taken a way; and, if the int en
jjye to settlement is deotl'oyed, I ask how 
can we expect the people to go on the land? 
DoBs the Secretary for Public' Land,, or any 
of those who arc associated with him, think 
they are going to get men to select land 
under such conditions'! Cer~ainly, they are 
not g-oing to get men ?f e;xpener:ce. know
lcdg·e, grit and, determmati<?n to help them 
in their difficulties. They will get ,m(m who 
are attracted by what they consider easy 
conditions-who are attruc:ted b_y the 
glamour of the_ statements made by, the Sec
ret<HV for Public Lands and those with whom 
he is associated. They will come al?ng 
thinkino- that 3~ per cent. on the capital 
value of the land, that will 11ever be theirs, 
is .a cheap rental to pay. But_ when th~y 
work uron the land and reah~<; that. m 
accer:>ting th( se abnormal conditwns, they 
pay 'more than 15d. a';' acre on t~at land. for 
running thf'll' sheep-If they go m for sheep 
-thev are not going to make a return o::<t 
of it." Under the conditions that will obtam 

!Ion. J. 1'olrwie.} 
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they can only put a certttin number of dairy 
cattle on the place-I mean cattle in proftt; 
the calves, apart from the dry cattle that 
ruust come along, must necessarily be des
troyed 'LS soon as they are born-they can 
only put a limited number of ea ttlo on the 
place, and under ordinary conditions only 
get a li.mited return, which will not pay the 
rent and maintain them in any decency. 

The S~CRETARY l'OR Pt:BL!C LANDS: And 
yet they pay £1 do11 n South for every 1s. 
they pay here for rent. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: How is settlement 
going to be possible under those conditions? 
\Ve should make the conditions as attractive 
as possible to the selectors so that we may 
get them here, and our duty is to keep them 
here under any conditions whatever, because 
they are going to be the most valuable asset 
of the State in the vears to come. I know 
that this Bill will p~ss this Chamber, as it 
has been decided on in caucus by hon. mem
bers who have vHy little knowledge of land 
settlement, and less care and thought for the 
people who are settling on the land. Their 
experience in regard to this matter is a 
minimum. But they have a vast amount of 
hope that thi, ill-digested measure is going 
to be productive of good results. I know 
from practical experience that it is not going 
to be so, and that we are pas'"ing legislation 
which will be immaterial as far as settle
ment in Queensland is concerned. . It may 
please hon. members opposite, but it is not 
going to help the State. 

Mr. GRA YSON: During my time in Par
liament I have noticed that every Minister 
for Lands has had a Land Bill in his pocket. 
I remember in 1888 we had a Minister for 
Lands, the Hon. C. B. Dutton, who passed 
one of the best Land Bills ever enacted in 
the Queensland Parliament. That was the 
Bill which created the grazing farm selec
tions. The Bill compelled owners of stations 
to allow their runs to be subdivided. The 
half of a run was subdivided into 10,000 or 
20,000 acre blocks, with the result that we 
have had splendid settlement in the western 
part of Queensland. No one can deny that 
grazing farmers hav-e increased the number 
of stock, and thereby the wealth of Queens
land, as much as anv other class of settler 
we have had for a great number of years. 

Then again, another Land Bill was passed 
by the late- Sir Hugh Nelson-the Closer 
Settlement Bi.ll. He was the first Premier 
who started to cut up the large estates, par
ticularly on the Darling Downs. That Bill 
was the first enactment passed in this House 
with a view of compelling owners to sell 
their estates to the Government and cutting 
them up into farms for closer settlement. I 
am sa.fc in saying that in no electorate in 
Queensland were more estates purchased than 
in the Cunningha::1 electorate. I think the 
Minister for Lands will acknowle<lge that. 
The action of the then Government in re
purchasing so many estatf'' on the Darling 
Downs, particularly in the south-eastern 
portion of the Downs, was the means of 
settling a splendid class of people there. 

Mr. H. L. HARTLEY: The Jimbour R"state 
does not bear that out. 

1\fr. GRAYSON: I am speaking 
south-eastern portion of the Downs. 

(Hon. J. Tolmie. 

of the 
I am 

quite correct in saying that more estates 
were repurchased under the Aet in that par
ticular district than in all the rest of Queens
land. I am referring particularly to the 
ropurchas,, of Glcngallan, Toolburra, Clifton, 
Maryvale, and other Htates. There is not a 
sinele "-Cr'c on tho,.e estates which is not 
sold, unless it is a srJ<all portion of M-..ry
vale estate. The Ministur said there was a 
small portion unselected on Maryvale. That 
Act worked splendidly for a time, but the 
terms were not liberal enough. Under the 
Act, the selector had twenty years for the 
payment of his purchase money. But after 
he sek~ted and paid his fir"t year's deposit 
and portion of the survey fees he had only 
one year's grace. In 1906, when the late 
Hon. J. T. Bell was Minister for Lands, he 
introduc~d an amendment of the Clos8jt' 
Settlement Act. I am pleased to say that I 
induced that Minister to liberalise that Act 
b'l' way of i11creasing the term from twenty to 
t<venty-five years. After the selector had 
applied for a selection and paid his first 
instalment, he was e.xempt from payment of 
a.ny further instalments for four years, with 
the result that all the o,electors who came 
under the operation of that Act had no 
trouble to meet their engag0ments, and have 
been pro,perous up to the present time. 

\Vith regard to the Bill before us, I con
sider that it is the limit of anv Land Bill 
which has been introduced in this Assembly. 
I am certain that it will not be the means 
of increasing settlement in Queensland. 

:i\fr. FREE: It will not allow any more 
land-jobbing. 

:,rr. G RA YSON: That is an interjection 
from a man who does not know anything 
about land settlement; his profession is 
pulling teeth. {Laughter.) We hear these 
silly intcrj ections coming from a man sitting 
opposite, who I question very rr:uch ever 
saw the Darling Downs in his life. There 
has been no land-jobbing under the Closer 
Settlement Act. I believe the Minister for 
Lands will substantiate that statement. 

A GovERNMENT MEMBER : \Vhat about 
dummying? 

Mr. GRAYSON: It would not pay any 
man to dummy land, because it is too dear, 
With reference to this Bill, we find that the 
Minister is doing his utmost to destroy the 
freehold tenure of land in Queensland. 

Mr. LAND : Quite right. 

Mr. GRA YSON: It is distinctly wrong 
not to allow a man who acquires a small area. 
of land for agricultural purposes to convert 
it into freehold. 

:i\Ir. LAND: What about grazing selections? 

Mr. G RA YSON: That is a different 
problem altogether. I w?u!d not . think of 
selecting a 20,000-acre grazmg selectwn ~md~r 
a freehold tenure when I could acqmre It 
under leasehold at from 2d. to 3d. an acre 
rent. I would not have any grazing land 
nnder a freehold tenure. 

Mr. H. L. HARTI,EY: What land would 
you take up under freehold tenure? 
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Mr. GRAYSON: I consider that selectors 
on areas from 100 to 1,280 acres should be 
oJlowed to acquire a freehold tenure for 
their land, provided that the land is put 
b proper nse. Under this Bill no selector 
who has taken up land from a repurchased 
estate will be able to convert his land into 
freo•hold. What position will the selector 
be in with a perpetual lease selection? I 
am referring particularly to €states like 
th" Glengallan repurchased estate. Manv 
farmers selected from that estate, and the 
lane! was valued at £3 per acre.. Suppose 
that land was thrown open under perpetual 
lea'e conditions. Each farm averaged about 
150 ccres, so that would mc,.n that, under 
perpetual lease, each farmer would have to 
pay £60 rent per annum for all time. That 
ib the price that the farmer would have had 
to pay at 5 per cent. 

Mr. CARTER: Perpetual lease is only 1t 
per cent. 

Mr. GRA YSON: The hon. gentleman is 
bushed again. He is referring to Crown land 
while I am speaking of repurchased estates: 
Hon. gentlemen opposite talk a great deal 
in their caucus meetings advocating perpetual 
lease for repurchased estates, but they advo
cate a system that they know nothing what
ever about. 

Mr. S:~nTH : That is a very sweeping state-
ment. · 

Mr. GRA YSON: The selectors on Glen .. 
gollan, Toolburra, and Maryvale estates took 
up land valued at £8 per acre. If the then 
Government had thrown open the land under 
perpetual lease, I say that each of those 
farmers would have had to pay £60 rent 
per annum. The rent would have been 
reapprais;ed after fifteen years, •and probably 
at that time the Government would send up 
a valuer and he would say that the value of 
the land had increased to £12 per acre. 

Mr. LAND: You are assuming a lot. 

.Mr:. GRAY~O~: In my opinion if this 
B1ll 1s passed It w1ll be the means of decreas
ing land settlement more than any Land Act 
that has been passed in Queensland. What 
has been our experience in the nast regarding 
re.rl?etual lease? Since that system was 
m1tiated there has b~en practically no land 
taken up under agricultural farm tenure. 
Less land has been taken up under agricul
tural farm tenure during the term of the 
present Government than has been taken up 
in the same period for the last forty vears 
in Queensland. It is a11 very well to blame 
the war for that, but the war does not supply 
the whole reason for the falling-off of the 
land settlement in Queensland. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIClTLTt:RE : Do you 
think that if we introduced 60,000 people into 
Queensland it would increase land settle-
ment? -

Mr. GRAYSON: Yes, it would. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
would not the converse be the case? 
sent 60,000 out of thP country would 
reduce settlement? 

Well, 
If we 
it not 

Mr. GRAYSON: At the present time if 
60;000 people were brought to Queensland 
and they were asked to select land in small 

areas under perpetual lease, there would 
not be any increase 1n settlement at all. 

JHr. O'Sc:LLIVAN: They would not have a 
he a vv mortgage round their necks for all 
time: 
, Mr. GRAYSON: I know one estate pur

chased be the Government and if it is 
thrown oprn for selection under the pro
visions of this Bill it will be a failure. If 
selectors are asked to take up selections on 
the Cecil Plains E·1tate they will want a 
minimum of 320 acres. Personally, I think 
the minimum area should be 640 acres. Sup
pose a man takes up 300 acres and the 
Government fix the price at £4 per acre. 
That will mean that the selector will have 
to pay £60 a year rent at 5 per cent. for 
all time. 

Mr. LAND: You just said there would be 
a rmtppraiscmcnt in fifteen years. 

J\lr. GRAYSON: Yes, that would mean an 
increase in the value of the land, and he 
would have to pay more. There is no ques
tion about it. The Minister for Education 
for the last twenty years has strenuously 
advocated the perpetual lease system. We 
know that the late Mr. C. B. Dutton passed 
one of the most liberal Land Acts ever passed 
in Queeensland, vet when he stood for re
election he was be~ten by the present Minister 
for Education. who had not been in the 
country very ·long and knew very little 
about the country. That was the gratitude 
the pe_?ple showed Mr. Dutton for passing 
that hberal Land Act. 

l\Ir. LAXD: Mr. Dutton was one of the 
most liberal land legislator& we have ever 
had. 

Mr. GRA YSON: I am very pleased the 
hon. member agrees with me in that. Mr. 
Dutton passed the 1888 Land Act, which was 
the most successful Land! Act passed in 
Queensland. The Minister should bring in a 
different sort of Bill altogether. I remember 
when the 1868 Land Act was passed, and it 
was tho means of wttling hundreds and 
thousands of people on the land in Queens
land. Under that Land Act the selections 
were classified into three classes. There were 
first-class, second-class, and third-class pas
toral lands, and they were valued at 15s., 
10s., and 5s. per 11crc respectively, and the 
term of repayment was fixed at ten years. 
That Land Act wa" the means of settling 
hundreds of people in Queensland. Those 
people would not have been here to-day if 
it had not been fo1· that Act, and the country 
would have been overrun with prickly-pear 
and other things usPless to the State. It 

seems to me that the Government 
[9 p.m.] are placing every restriction they 
· possibly ~-n on every unfortunate 

man who has acquired a freehold in Queens
land. We know for a fact that they have 
imposed one of the heaviest land taxes in 
the CommonwE>alth, and these all fall on 
the freeholder, and yet we hear members 
st'lting that the ,mall freeholder is almost 
exempt from the land tax. 'I'hat is not so. 
The smarl freeholder is subject to that 
excessive land tax, with the result that to
day it is almost impossible for a man to 
dispose of his freehold if he wishes to do so. 

Mr. CARTER: Nonsense! 

Mr. G RAYSON: I say without fear of 
contradiction that the land tax imposed by 

Mr. Gray son.] 
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the present Gov0rnment has reduced the 
:;;:rice of freehold fully 50 per cent. in Queens
land. 

GoVERNMENT ME:HBERS : Hear, hear ! 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: vVhy 
should a man buy a freehold when he can 
gm, a leasehold 1 

Mr. GRA YSON : 'What would be the use 
in a man going out into the Western country 
to start dairying 1 You need to provide land 
for different types of people. The dairyman 
wants to get land in a district where there 
is a good rainfall. 

Mr. O'SuLLIVAN: It has cheapened that 
land 50 per cent., by your own showing. 

Mr. ;}RA YSOl'\: I answer only sensible 
interjections. The Minister for Agriculture 
"ill admit that it would be madness for a 
dairyman or a wheat farmer or any other 
farmer to go out 011 to the \Vestern plains 
of Queensland to start dairying or to grow 
maize or wheat or lucerne. We have been 
told time after time by members sitting on 
the Ministerial side, when the land tax pro
posals were before the House, that they 
v.ould be the means of cheapening land to 
the farmers That was one of the arguments 
tlley used, but I hold that it is not cheapen
ir.g land to farmers; it is persecuting th·o 
f>.rmers. Jn my own opinion, this Bill will 
not be attractive to intending selectors. 

Mr. SMITH: If intending selectors read 
some of the speeches of members on your 
side, they would not come here at all. 

Mr. GRAYSON: I think there is land in 
Queensland .as. good as land in any other 
State in the Commonwealth. I do not decry 
the lands o£ the State. I have no intention 
of doing so, but at the same time I think th,, 
present Government should be a little mor.e 
sympathetic th:m they have been during the 
last two sessions in regal'd to settling people 
on the land. They could give them a better 
deal than they do to-day. We find that in 
clause 3--

The DEPliTY SPE'AKER: Otder! The 
hon. member is not in order in quoting par
ticular clauses of the Bill. He mtly do that 
m Committee. 

Mr. GRAYSON: To my mind this Bill 
will not be the means of increasing settle
ment, and I trust-! know there is no hope 
of doing it in this House-that it will be 
seriously revised in the Upper House before 
it is placed upon the statute-book. If I 
thought it would be the means of assisting 
any of the present selectors on the repur
chased estates, I would be the last person in 
this House to raise a voice against it. Not a 
single individual has approached me with a 
>iew to asking me to support this Bill· not 
a single one haH signified his intenti~n of 
coming under its operations should it be 
passed, and I am in close touch with the 
selectors in my district, in particular those 
on the Maryvale Estate. I am certain that 
such a course would not be to their advan
tage. l shall certainly oppose the second 
reading of the Bill, and I hope it will not 
pass this Chamber. 

Mr. MORGAN: '!'he Minister, in intro
ducing this Bill, spoke of the ben0fits that 
wou].d be derived from its provision•. What
ever benefit may be derived under it in con
nection with Cecil Plains, Mount Hutton, or 

.[Mr. Grayson. 

any other new purchase the Government may 
decide to make, I feel surE' the Minister 
would not be able to claim successfully that 
the people on the Jimbour Estate will derive 
any benefit whatever from coming under its 
provisions. Had the Minister been desirous 
of giving information to this House, he 
should have showed us by some concrete 
cases exactly what the position of some o£ 
the Jimbour settlers is under the present 
con<\itions under which they bold tbeir lands, 
and under the conditions thctt would be 
applice.ble under this Biil I have prepared 
cenain fignr<'s that slww exactly thos.e rela
tive positions. Tako:l the case of a J1mbour 
settler under the present tenure. If he has 
land valued at £4 per acre he is called upon 
to pay 10 ner cent. down. and then for tho 
first four yen rs he is free of rental. and for 
the balance of the t('rm of forty years he has 
to pay 5s. ld. !JCr acre. ~t t~c end of tbat 
time the payments arc extmgmshrd, '.'nd the 
land becomes his freehold. A man w1th land 
valued at £4 per acre unde1· this Bill will 
have to pay 4s. 5d. per acre for the hrst 
fifteen vears. The land will ncve•· become 
his own; and it is subject to three reapprJise
ments in tbe forty years, and these 
reappraisemcnts rnay rneun that the rental 
will increase from 4s. 5d. per acre up t? any
thing that the Land Court may decide to 
place u;)on the land. Ur>der the~e con
ditions the Jimbour settlers Me not likely. to 
take advantage of this Bill. Let us deal w1th 
it from a £5 per acre basis. Under present 

,ponditions the settler on the Jimbour Estate 
who has land valued at £5 per acre pays 6s. 
3d. per acre; and at the end of forty years 
the land becomes his freehold. linder this 
Bill h<> will pay 5s. 6d. per ::tcre, or only 9d. 
per acre less, and it will be subjcet_ to three 
reappraiserr,cnts, .1nd the land will never 
become the nroperty of the selector There 
is prddicctlly no prospPct w~atever of any 
intelligent srttler on the J nnbonr Est,tte 
taking. advantugo of this Bill, so thd .. as. far 
as these people are concerned, the . ::l.hmster 
can make up his mind that he i·· domg nuth
ing to a.< sist those r crsons I am thoroughly 
com·inced thd until the canital valuiJ of the 
,Jimhour E'tate is considerably re.duced. the 
settlers on that estate will not be >~ble to 
make a livmg·. L"t m also deal w1th the 
Mount Hutton proposition. "\Ve ~ave 
recently discovered from the AudJtor
Genf'ra"l's r<>port that the ::\1ount Hutto,n 
lease is valued at £14,000, and under t~h1s 
Bill a tenth w·ill be added to the purchasmg 
price. That will mean that the htal value 
of the Mount Hutton lease will be :£15,400. 
Before the Sl''tlers on that resumptiOn can 
get any benefit. the whole of that land will 
have to be Yalucd at no less a sum than 
£15,400. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLTC LA..,DS: The 
Bill ha1 nothi11g to do with that land Mount 
Hutton is not a repurchase·d estate. 

Mr. MORGA)J: If Mount Hutton is not 
comin"' under this Bill I am verv pleased to 
hear it. \V8 were nnd'er Lhe impresqion that 
the Mount IIutton Estate would C)me under 
+.he Bill. T am very pleased that we have 
got that information fr·'m the M.inister; ~nd, 
therefore, as far as that esta~e IS concerned, 
the conditions of settlement· may be more 
advantageous to the settler. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: How 
could you imagine the Crown buying oock 
it; own land? 
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" .\"I:·. M ORGAN: I . could imagine the 
dmi~ter for Lan.ds. domg aln;ost anything,' 
:''pecially ~fter ?Is Jngg·hng w1th the figures 
111 connectiOn with J\l[ount Hutton lease. So 
far as the J im hour settlers are concerned 
?very one of ~hem, according to the figure~ 
m th.e Auditor:Generals report, is in 
financial dlfncultn?s. The balance due in 
connection with the cTimbour Estate on the 
1st July, 1915, amounted to £472 617. In 
1916 it had increased to £487 029 an'd in 1917 
it had further increased a~d 'the amount 
owing was. £499,590. Everybody knows that 
the debt m connection with that estate is 
f?Oing up by leaps and bounds, notwithsta~1d
lll!' . the fact thatl only last session the 
Muuster brought in a Bill to give relief to 
those settlers. Until the Government makB 
up their minds to revalue the land on that 
estate at something like a reasonable figure, 
the settlers on that estate will not be able 
to make a living. I have been inform·ed 
that a portion of the Jimbour Estate has 
L~en rented to a pastoralist at ls. 6d. per 
:t"c~''· Th_at appP,trs ~o be the largest amount 
1c Js posoiblB to obtam for land on the Jim
bour Estat<; from a pastoral point of view; 
and, knowmg the country, I say that the 
greatest rental that should be placed upon 
that !an~ in order to give the settlers an 
opportumty of making a living is 2s. per 
acre. I feel sure until the rental is fixed 
at not more than 2s. per acre the people 
who hav? taken up land will not have an 
?pportumty <;f _maki_ng '.' decent _living upon 
Jc If the J\'[m,ster IS w1se, he will recognise 
that the Government must face a loss sooner 
or later, and the quicker it is done the 
hetter. The sooner the selectors on that 
<'state become contented with their lot the 
hotter it will be for the State. It ,;.ould 
have berm wise for the Minister to have 
placed before this Chamber one or two con
crete cases showing the position of the aver
age . ~eledor on Jimbour under present 
conditiOns, and what it will be after this 
Bill becomes law. 

The SECRETARY FOR P"CBLIO LANDS: I will 
tell you in a word or two. The difference 
is the difference between 4 per cent. and 6~ 
per cent. · 

Mr. J\IORGAN: I h.a:e figures prepared 
and I would hko the Mm1ster to say whether 
they arB correct or not. 'Ne must recognise 
that on the 6~ per cent. basis the selector 
will make his land freehold in forty ye~rs, 
l~ut the 4 per cent. goes on for ever. It is 
hke TBnn} ~on" s " Brook"; it never stops. 
A• I explamed when the Minister was not 
present-take a selection on the Jimbour 
Estate, which is now valued at £4 per acre. 
'l'hc man holding that land under the Closer 
:Settlement Acts of 1906 and 1913 will have 
to pay one-tenth down, and, at the beginning 
of the fifth year, 5s. 1d. per acre per annum; 
ar.d a.t the end of forty years the debt will 
he Wiped out-the land will be freehold. 
Under this Bill the selector will have to pay 
4s. 5d. per acre per annum for the fir~t 
fi~teen years,_ and after that period the land 
wJ!l be sub]ect to reappraisement. Those 
fi~ures had been prepared by settlers on the 
.Jimbour Estate who have gone into the 
matter, and they are under the impression 
that they would be ever so much worse off 
under this measure than they would be if 
they remained as they are at the present 
moment. How the Bill will affect the Cecil 
Plains Estate is a matter for the select.ors 

who may come aiong. If they consider the 
conditions are liberal enough and they want 
a perpetual lease, no doubt they "will select 
under the provisions of this Bill. But the 
l\Iinister must know that the Jimbour settlers 
are not going to get any relief under this 
measure. I hope they will be dealt with 
under a Settlers Bill, which will give them 
1wrmanent relief. 

Mr. B.'\YLRY (Pittsworth): In my opinion 
this Bill is practically useless. It is merely 
waste paper, and it is a waste of the time 
of the House in discussing it. It has been 
•.aid that there is a widespread desire on 
the part of people in the Pittsworth elec
torate and other parts of Queensland to 
>e~ure leasehold tenure as opposed to free
hohl tonuro. I c,ontond that no such desire 
exist.:> o.mong intending selectors. I main
tain also that this measure is absolutely 
unfair to the present holders of land who 
ha \'C goniJ out and pioneered the various 
di,tricts of Queensland and opened up the 
country for settlement. A few years ago 
when the Liberal party occupied the Trea
sury benches land in the vicinity of Oecil 
Plains was sold at £4 10s. per acre unim
proyed. l know one man there who has a 
fine tract of freehold property, and who 
farms it with yery great advantage to him· 
self. Last year he paid land tax to the 
tune •)f £160 sterling. In cloce proximity 
to him there is another man who owns 
3.000 acres, part of a repurchased utate, a!Jfl 
he did not pay one pennv piece in land tax 
last year, and will not do so until he secures 
his deeds. The taxable unimproved value 
of the whole of the Cecil Plains Estate 
was £2 Ss. per acre, and land tax was paid 
on that amount, and yet the Government 
purchased that property with all improve
ments for £2 per acre. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pl:BLIC LANDS : Are 
J'Ol_l cmnplaining that your supporters are 
gomg to get cheap land 'I 

Mr. BA YLEY: No; I do not complain 
o: men getting che~p land, but I "ay it is 
absolutely unjust and unfair that those men 
who hrtYe been pioneer> and have put tho 
saYings of a lifetime into their land should 
be absolutely deprived of the groat bulk 
of the value of that land. 

At twenty-five minutes past 9, 

'J118 SPEAKER recumed the chair. 

11r. BA YLEY: Whr,t is the po•,ition <J"i 

those men who haYe paid £4 10s. per acro 
for land in tl-rn-' Yicinitv of Cccil Plain' 
when. as a result of the unjust legislaticr, 
of thic; Government, the selling price of 
their land has been brought down to £[; 
per acre. 

The SE~RETARY FOR AGRif'ULTURE: Do you 
say the Cecil Plains land is dear land? 

Mr. BA YLRY: J\'o. I do not say it is dear 
land. but I say that this Government, by 
their land tax, through bad legislation, and 
by their determination to force down the 
price of land and introduce the leasehold 
sy,tem, are doing an injury to the men 
who have bought land in the vicinity of 
that £'state and elsewhere. They should 
give to m·ery man, whether he has bought 
land in a repurchased estate or not, the 
right to convert his tenure into leasehold 
if he chooses. It is not the fault of the 

Mr. Bayl~y.] 
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Go·.-ernment if the leasehold tenure is not 
fa.,·oured by the great bulk of the people 
of Queensland. The Government have done 
all they possibly could to make freehold 
tenure unpopular, and to bring the price of 
freehold land down to a very serious extent. 
And when members on this side of the 
:Home state that-as a result of the land 
ta\:, through price-fixing tactics and other 
actions--the Government have brought 
down the price of land, hon. members oppo
site tell us that that was their idea, and 
they glory in it. What do they care for 
the thousands of men who have gone out 
into the back blocks in the country districts 
and put the savings of a lifetime into their 
freehold land? It is a good thing perhaps 
to give· cheap land to the men who desire 
land now, but it is an absolutely infamous 
thing to give cheap land to those people 
at the expense of the men who have pion
eered the country districts and made it 
possible for the Govemment to introduce 
such a Bill as this. The Government 
should give a fair deal to those men-many 
of 11 horn had put all they possessed into 
their land, or the greater portion of it. 

Many of them had mortgages 
[9.30 p.m.] on their properties, and will 

have to work what is called 
the "dead horse " all their lives, and will 
have nothing to show for it. Seeing that 
the Government are introducing leasehold 
trnur;, and wilfully forcing down the 
values of freehold land, it is an infamous 
thing that they are not taking steps to 
make provision that those men who desire 
t" convert their freehold into leasehold 
should have the opportunity to do so, and 
that they should not be compelled to give 
it up for nothing, as the Government pro
po,ed that the holders of the repurchased 
estates should do. The Government should 
be prepared to give them a reasonable 
price for the land and the improvP-ments 
on it. It is an infamous thing that thou
sandJ of settlers should be deprived of all 
they po'"ess 111 order to gratify the whim 
of th0 Government to provide for cheap 
land being acquired at the present time 
and for vears to come. It seems to be the 
idea wit!} the Government that "the end 
justifies the moans." It does not seem to 
occur to the Minister, and his colleagues, 
that there is anything unfair in what they 
propose to do. If the Government intend 
to force down the values of freehold pro
perty, it is their bounden duty to give every 
man who holds freehold land the oppor
tunity of changing it into a leasehold ten
ure, if he so desires, and allow him a 
reasonable value for his property. I quite 
believe in cheap land, but I strenuously 
object to men who wish to take up land 
now being given cheap land at the expense 
of the men and women who have put their 
life-long work into their holdings. It is 
absolutely unfair that these men should 
rece1ve such treatment from this Govern
ment_ 

Question-That the Bill be now read a 
second time-put and passed. 

The committal of the Bill was made an 
Order of the Day for Tuec,day next. 

The House adjourned at twenty-five 
minutes to 10 o'clock. 

·[Mr. Bayley. 




