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248-± Treas'try Bills Bill. [ASSEl\IBL Y .] Qucst:ons. 

FRmw, 2 NovEMBER, 1917. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. \Y. 1.1cCormack, Cairns)" 
took the chair at half-past 3 o'clock. 

STAXDii\JG ORDER :\'o. 306. 

SPEAKER's RrLIXG. 

The SPEAKER: Hon. mcmbcrs,-Last. 
night, as you are a1vare, a qu(-Aion of order 
was raised as to whether under the Standing 
Order Xo. 306 it is competent for the Govern­
ment, after the Chairman of Committees has 
made his report at 10.30 p.m. in pursuance 
of the Standing Order, to make Supply an 
order for a later hour of the da v and to 
resunH' the cousidcration of Supply at any 
time during that sitting of the House. 

The queotion came upon me rather sud­
den!, ... , ... , and. at the n1o1nent, not seeing any­
thing in the Standing Order forbidding such 
a course, I declared that such a procedure 
was no'" hen 2 prohibited, a,nd therefore was in 
order. 

Furthermore. I v. cts led to that conclusion 
by th··= fact th t that comsc had been rrdoptcd 
on the JH'•":iccts e1is-ht without the point of 
order being raise d. 

A < .n ful eo l'ideration of Standing Order 
?\a. 38o h.~. howev 1r, led me to change my 
opinion. 

The Sbndinc; Order is cl<'arh· intended to 
terminate the sittings of the Committee rJ 
Supply at 10.30 p.m. on c·llotted days. That 
is certain]·· the intent and spirit of the Order, 
:end no attempt to infringe that has bet>n 
made before. 

Our Standing Orders arc to be read not 
merely by the bare word, but also by the 
'Pirit and intent when that is clearly 
apparent; and pa.st usage and 11ractice tnust 
also be talcn into consideration in determin-· 
ing any point. 

I now tltink t1·:1t I was in error in my 
decisior; last night, and I do not propose to 
allow such a motion to be made in future. 

0PPOSITJO)l ::>!EMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Q"CESTIO:l\S. 

SALE OF VAXROOK BULLOCKS. 

Mr. :YIOORE (A.ubigny) asked the Secretary 
for Public Lands-

" 1. Is the report published in the 
' Comier' (30th October) of the sale of 
2,400 V a.nrook bullocks correct? 

" 2. ·were these bullocks the property 
of the Queensland Government, and were 
they intended for fattening on Dillalah? 

•' 3. Is it correct, as published, that the 
purchaser was a :Mr. \Villiams, of 
Bathuret, :New South \Vales? 

"4. At what price were the bullocks 
sold?" 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. J. 1.1. Hunter, Jiaranoa) replied-

" 1 to 4. Two thousand four hundred 
V a.nrook bullocks, the property of the 
Queensland Government, and being por­
tion of the 6.192 which this House had 
been previously informed were travelling 
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towards Charleville, were sold to a Mr. 
\Villiams, the State ma-nager consider­
ing it inach-isable to risk the whole lot 
on Dillalah, the balance being. in his 
opinion~ as many as it \Yould be safe to 
hold there for fattening purposes." 

EXGIXE-DRIVERS AXD FIRE:\!EN. 

Mr. BERTRA~I (Jlarec) asked the Secre-
1loary for Railways-

" 1. The numbL· of railway employees 
attached to the Roma. Street and \Yool­
kongabba railway yards who have 
qu •lified for engine-drivin,; but who are 
still employed as firemen only? 

" 2. The number of overtime hours 
\\·orb :l hy engine-drivers, for the month 
ended 3lst October ultimo, in the vards 
1nentioned ?" " 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL\YAYS 
·.(Hon. J. H. Coyn~, lri/J'i'f(!O) repli,d-

" 1. Ro'l'a Street, 1:.; \Yooiloonc;abba, 
5-total 19. 

"2. Rom11 Street. 2.793~; \Yoolloon­
ga bba, 1.539,\:-total, 4,333." 

I 

AGRICI:LTLT \L b:~PECTJON FEES. 

Mr. CORSER (Burnett) asked the Trea­
'3urer-

" \Yhn amount is to credit of inspec­
tion fees account in the Agricultural 
Bran"h of the State Savings Bank?" 

The TRE_\SURER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 
Ch i"artoc) replied-

" The statement' of accounts and 
balance-sheet of the bank. ,,, hich were 
laid on the table of the House on 25th 
September last, contain all the informa­
tion rclatiro to the accounts of the insti­
tution aYailable for publication." 

CARPENTERS' LJxrm; Dc::Es. 

Mr. CORSER asked the Chief Secretary-
" Has his attention been called to an 

order in the City Summons Court on 
\Yedncsday last, when the Amalgamated 
Societo· of Carpenters and Joiners pro­
ceeded against one T. \Yilkinson 
charging him with being indebted to th~ 
extent of 15s. 2d.. being membership 
dues; that the defendant admitted in­
debrcdnL" •.. stating he was unable to earn 
a sixpence in the trade for the last three 
;·ears, and had no propertv: that the 
poli< e magistratG ordered .defendant to 
pa; thP amount, plus costs, in default 
forty-eight hours' imprisonm·ent. to which 
defe~da_nt replied that he could not pay. 
If th1s rs correct, would the Chief Se"re­
tary take action to e•we this individual 
from imprisonment?" 

T~e PREMIER (Hon. T. J. Ryan, Barcoo) 
;;eplred-

" I have made inquiries from the police 
magistrate regarding this case, and have 
ascertained that no action will be neces­
sary to save Mr. \Vilkinson from im­
prisonment, because fourteen davs was 
allowed by the court for the payment 
?f the amount. and the amount was paid 
mto the office of the clerk of petty session& 
on the day following the making of the 
·<Order." 

DROHNG OF VANROOK CATTLE. 

Mr. VO\YLES (Dczlby) asked the Secre­
tary for Public Lands-

" 1. ·when did the Vanrook cattl<J re­
centlv suld bv the Go\'ernment leave 
Vanr'ook Station? 

" 2. How many cattle were started on 
the road, and how man:i were delivered? 

" 3. \Yhat drovers were in charge of 
these cattle. and in how many m·obs were 
thev driven? 

", 4. IV ere tenders called for droving 
these cattle? 

"5. \Yhat rate of paym<Jnt was made? 
"6. \Yhat number of droYers were en­

gaged. and \Vhat amount of remunera­
tion did each man receive?" 

The SECRET) .. RY FOR PL'BLIC LA:'\DS 
replied-

" 1. About 30th Jul::, 1917. 
" 2. Three thousand sevf'n hundred and 

nine bullocks stated. 3.683 deJiyered. 
"3. Drover Cameron, in three mobs. 
"4. Xo. 
"5. lls. 9d. per hea~ per,lOO mile~. 
"6. See an·~-wer to ~o. 3. 

\\'ORKoiEN AND CATTLE OX CcCIL PLAINS. 

:i\1r. GlT:'\X (Curnanon) asked the Secre­
tarv for Public Lands-

, "1. At what date did the Government 
enter into possession of Cecil Plains? 

" 2. Ho,,~ many men are no\v e-mployed 
-((I) As station hands; (b) as burr­
cutters or pearcutters? 

"3. \Yhat number of cattle, hors0s, or 
sheep are now on the station owned by 
the State?" 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
replied-

" 1. 18th September, 1916. 
"2. (a) Four; (b) three as general 

hands. 
" 3. Eight hundred and se,·enty-seven 

head of cattle; fifteen horses." 

SL'PPLY. 

RESuolPTION OF Co:;:mTTEE-FOcRTE: ALLOTTED 
DAY. 

(JJr. Brrtram, Jiarer, in the chair.) 

DEPART:\IENT OF PrBLJC \YORKS--B,\LANCE OF 
VoTES PosTPOXED. 

The SECRETARY FOR P'CBLTC IYORKS 
moved-That the b.lance of the votes of the 
Department of Public ·works ],e. pos~poned 
until after th,·· consideration of the Estimates 
of the Chief Secretary's Department. 

Question put and passed. 

EXECUTIVE AND LEGISLATIVE. 

HIS EXCELLENCY THE GO\-ERNOR. 

The PREMIER mo,-ed-That £2.265 be 
g-ranted for "His Excellency th£ Gove_rnor." 
The amount renresented a decrease m the 
vote of £60, th~ amount of a gratuity paid 
to the widow of the late Mr. P. Gorman, 
late lodgekeeper. Otherwise the amounts 
were the same as last year. 

Hon. T. J. Ryan.] 
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Hox. J. TOL\IIE (Tnon·oomba): He did 
not know that this vote was part of the 
Chief Secretary's E<;;tin1ates. However, he 
\Vas not going· to cavil at pe.'~sing those Esti­
mat1's. He noticed that thev were practically 
the same as last year. The Parliamentary 
Librury die! not receive as much. It was a 
pity that a little more could not be given 
to it with a view to having all the books 
bound. They had one of the best libraries 
in the who:e of Australia, and it was some­
thing of whic-h they should be proud. It was 
a pity the Government could not find some 
n1ore n1oney to keep the binding n1ore 
uniform. The reference to the matter in the 
ChamlJer might result in more attention being 
gh·en to the library in future in the direction 
of seeing· that the books \Yerc uniforn1lv 
bound. It ·.•.·mdd not add to the value of tho 
contc nts cf the LJooks, but anyone who had a 
library ahmvs liked to see the books 
unifo1~1nly boUnd. 

T!w PRE}I!ER: \Ye "·ill attend to that 
!natter, 

:\I,-. S\VAY'\E (JFm>i) congratulated tho 
PreiniPt' on tuking arlYice fron1 the Ollposi­
tion. Tlh" shippillS!:' of the State c1.1ne under 
the PrL'lllicr'.s ... _-ontrol and he -..,voukl be in 
order in l'dL•rring to tlw fact that o:1 19th 
Suptc-tn}Jer h and the lcJ.dcr of the Op:Josi­
tion a{_h-i~cd the Prelni(l' to utilise the s.8. 
"Allin~~" in conrL'ctin:?.1 \Vith the carriage 
of ;;;u;_;~!r f:·u2n the Xorth. 

1:H' P!'C~I1ER: The ·' Allinga" is under 
the Tn asuru·. 

:Ur. S\YAY::\E: I-Jp comt.Jc'nded the Pre­
lnier for t lun~; thi._~ adYiCt' ~iYen to hhn 1,:;­
the Orpooition, and it would be to the 
advantaQt' c;f 'bG countr-v if he took the 
'jd\-ice trnd :::cJ bv the Onn,)sition a little 
oftene~·. In the bt~~!;inning _._of the session he 
aok.:'d a cair question and hL' \Yas sorry to 
notice th,, attituclo taken up iJ,, th:- Premier 
and Inc·Inbcr._, c£ the Cahinct so far as 
ans\vel'ing que!3tion~ were concerned. They 
had a porfect right to ask questions on 
marten of public interest and :hey expected 
to g'ct an_,.,.,.,_ He aokcd th<' Premier what 
arrangeinents had bee:J Jnade for handling 
the su~mr crop for this year. 

:rhe CHAIR::\IA::\: Order! I sncrgest to 
the bon. member that he would be tnore in 
order if he waited until we got to the Chief 
gecret1ry's E3tinHltes tJ deal "With the sub­
ject he is referring to. 

::\Ir. S\YAY::\E: I shull ha,-e another 
opportu:ci'-<~. 

The PRDIIER: \Ye art' dealing with the 
Goverr:or's 0stab1ishn1ent now. -

Question put ,nd passed. 

E:S:ECL'Tl VE CO'C'XCIL. 

The PRE:\liER moved-That £120 be 
granted for " Executive Council" There >vas 
an incree,se of £20, which represented the 
increase to the n1es.senge1·. Xo provision \Vtts 
made for the Clerk of the ExecutivP Council 
because the salm·y \Yas paid to thr,t officer 
as As,istant Secretary to the Premier. He 
would refer to that when the vote came under 
consi-deration. 

Question put and passed. 

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

The PRE::\HER moved-That £1,185 be 
granted for "Legislative Council." There 

[llnn. J. Tolmie. 

\vas ,".n incl't.~asc of £20 in the Yote as conl­
parccl with la,t year, and it was made up of 
an increase of £10 each granted to the two, 
1ncssengers. 

Hox. J. TOL::\IIE: He knew it was im­
possible to increase the vote, but he was 
wonci.L·ing if the Chief Secretary had taken 
cognisance of the fact that there was a great 
increase in the number of members in the 
'Cpper House lately. 

The PRniiER : Are you suggesting pay­
ment of members? 

Hox .. J. TOL::\IIE : He was of the opinion 
that more money would be required for 
postage and inc;clentals. It might be pro­
vic-1.ed under " unforeseen expenditure." 

The PRDIIER: \Ye will include it in "un­
foreseen expenrliture." 

Que, tion put and passed. 

LEGTSL.iTIVE 'SSE)!BLY. 

Th'' PRE:\IIER moved-That £3,730 bo 
granted for "Legislative Assen1bly." There 
tvas an inert: 1-:e of £3 as com·pared "\Vith 
]a,t ye~ r, made up by an increase of £3 to 
the ,ional messenger, \Yho received £110 
instead of £10-:l. Otherwise there \Vas no 
change if:t the '• ate. 

Quc--tion put and pa5sed. 

LEGlcC:,\Tn·= COL'XCIL .-\XD LEGISLATIVE 
ASSE:.\IBLY. 

The PRE~1IIER moved-That £13,869 be 
gnu.:.tcd for "LegislatiYe Counci! a_nd Legis­
lative Assemblv." The appropnabon repre­
, L'ntcd 1_11 inc;ct'3c of £1,395. There \vas 
an incr,""c' of £20 to the junior messenger, 
and an il'crease of £1,500 for the printing 
of "Han;;:'lrcl" and other papers. There 
\Yas a reduction in the gas account of £25, 
and a reduction in the lrbrarv vote of £100. 
The other items \vert' the sau';e as last year. 

Hox. J. TOL:!\1IE: He was particularly 
struck with the reduction in the gas 
account. That was an indication that there> 
were less all-night sittings. 

The PRD!IER : It is on account of the 
opt'ration of the Go-.-ernment's Gas Act. 

Hox. J. TOL::\IIE noticed an increase of 
£1,500 in the printing of "Hansard." That 

rose inclircdly from the fact that there had 
been an addition to the number of members 
in the other House. There was one fact 
that was noticeable, and that was that the 
"Hansard" staff had arrived at a breaking 
clown strain in order to cope with the extra, 
work entailed on them during the session. 
He thouQ'ht it would be necessary that the 
" Hunsa1~cl" staff should bco increased by at 
k~et two or three members. The Speaker 
wa" thoroughly in toucJ: with thi~ matter, 
and would be able to give the ChiC£ Secre­
tary some advice on the m'atter, and make 
some arrangements to relieve the staff. 

The PRE1IIER : I understand there are two 
extra hands. 

Ho~. J. TOL::YIIE : He could speak feel­
ingly on the matter, as he knew fro:n per­
sonal experience what a heavy stram was 
imposed upon the reporting staff. H: was 
quite certain hon. members did not Wish to 
place too great a burden on the men who, 
to a very great extent, made the speeches 
of members of Parliament, and he hoped' 
that the necessary assistance in that direction, 
would be forthcoming. 
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* ::'IIr. COLLI:'\S (JJa•··,n) i'O•'' to 'ch-ocate 
something he had advocated for years in 
connccticn with this vote. He was one of 
those who believed that the vote for " Han­
sard" should be increased, and that they 
should send " Hansard" to every person who 
made application for it. If the electors were 
able to read the speeches that were delivered 
in that Chamber, the· return of the Govern­
ment at the next election would be certain. 
He supposed he sent out as many copies of 
" Hansard" as any member, besides getting 
his O\Vn speeches published and circulated 
from time to time in his electorate, owing to 
the fact that some of the Press would not 
report those speeches. It would be a good 
idea for the Committee· to consider the ad.-is­
ableness of circulating " Hansard" much 
more largely, especially as the cost of report­
ing would not be increased by the increased 
circuhtion. He would not send it to every 
elector in the State, but only to those who 
applied for it. "\Vhen the electors read the 
speeches of the· hon. member for Drayton, 
who was always talking about stealing, they 
would realise the type of man who went to 
make up the Opposition, and then the return 
of the Government would be -secure. If the 
party were returned at the next election, 
he would insist upon his proposal being 
carried out. as the people could not have too 
much knowledge in connection with the pro­
ceedings of that House. He hoped Min­
isters would take the matter into considera­
tion. 

::'IIr. VOWLES: I hope you will circulate 
in my electorate the report of the tlelJatc' on 
the motion of censure. 

::'IIr. H. L. HARTLEY (Fitzroy) said he 
was glad to see that there was an increase • 
in the .-ate for " Hansard" and other print­
ing, but he would like a little more informa­
tion as to what the "other printing" ·was. 
He did not know whether the Government 
had in their minds what was in his mind. 
Owing to the unscrupulous methods lately 
adopted by a big percentage of the public 
Press, an accurate account of the trans­
actions of the Go.-ernment could not be 
obtained through that source. At one time 
there \Y" s a Pru3 that wr, free and un­
trammelled, and that recognised that it owed 
a duty to the public, but now apparently 
it considered its onlv dut.- was to its share­
holders and to the big financial institutions 
that kept those newspapers going. He hoped 
that the increase was not due to thE' cause 
suggested ~JY the leader of the Opposition, 
but that it was the intention of the Gov<'rn­
ment to establish a parliamentarv public 
paper. Such a thing was absolute'!y neces­
sary at the present time, when they saw 
the unscrupulous. unblushing suppression of 
public fncts and the distortion of public 
facts and of utterances of members of the 
Go.-ernment by the Press. He thought the 
thing could be done in connection with that 
vote. A true statement of fact could be 
given about various departmental matters 
and the various matters affecting the Go­
vernment. It must be patent to everyone 
that the Press campaign of suppression and 
slander had gone be.-ond all bounde, espe­
cially on the part of ·what were supposed to 
be the two big papers in Brisbane. 

::'IIr. BEBBIXGTO~: You include the "Stand­
ard," of course. 

Mr. H. L. HARTLEY: He included the 
" Courier"-the paper of which hon. mem­
bers opposite were so fond. He did not 

know if the "Courier" was naturally vin­
dictive against a Labour Government, or 
whether that vindictiveness had been in­
creased b-: the fact. that the Government 
found it :Uecessary to suppress the German 
edition which the " Courier" formerly pub­
lished for the benefit of the people with 
whom the Empire was at war. He did not 
know whether the action of the Government 
in suppressing that German supplement was 
r<>sponsible for some of the venom with 
which the " Courier" pursued the Govern­
ment. It would undoubtedly be a good 
thing to publish a parliamentary paper to 
combat <Jme of that influence. Possibly, 
the " Daily Mail" was actuated by similar 
motives owing to the very stringent criticism 
it had received for its connection with the 
various unregiste1~ed racecourse institutions .. 
H must be patent to everyone that there 
was an unscrupulous campaign of misrepre­
sentation of the Government going on. The 
" Courier" had e,~en gone so far as to inter­
polate its own editorial remarks in state· 
ments mrrde b·,· the Premier and other ::'IIin­
isters. It wo;1ld appear as if it hoped to. 
lead the pu'Jiic to b<>lieve that those inter­
polations were part of the statements made 
b-- ::'IIinisters. In view of such a state of 
affairs. the Government would be fully 
justified in publishing a parliamentary 
pape1· to give the facts to the people of 
(,luePn·' !"nd. The suggestion had been made 
b·; ::'IIr. Kids;·cm before he entered into an 
ailiance \vith the party sitting opposite, and 
it was his intemion to publish such a pa)1er. 
In fact, there was a paper published, 
although not a Government paper. to combat 
Press misrepresentations and criticism of the 
Government of the clav. 

Colonel RANKIN (Burrum): To hear the 
ree1arks of the two preceding speakers, both 
of whom supported the Government, one 
would hardlv imagine thrrt the Government 
closed the ·~~ear's fin1ncial transactiohs \Yith 
an enormous deficit. The.- advocated in­
creased expenditure on what, to a large 
extent, \Vas an unnccessar:,~ vote. One \Vould 
think the Government were rolling in money 
instead of ha .-ing to pass a Bill authorising 
the issue of Treasnr-,· bills to ma;-,e good the 
deficit. Pers:mally, ·he desired to pay a tri­
bute to the very excellent work of the " Han­
sard" staff-(Hear, hear !)-but it was ridicu­
lous to suggest that they should extend the 
scope or the circulation of " Hansard" and 
make it available to everybody in the coun­
try. 

:'.Ir. CoLLIXS: The leader of the Opposition 
agrees with the suggestion. 

Colonel RA::\fKIN : He did not care •vho 
agreed with it; he held his own oprmon. 
just as the hon. member did. \Vith regard 
to the proposal of the hon. member for Fitz­
rov that rhev should issue a parliamentary 
pa"per, he supposed the hon. member wanted 
it to be a daily publication. 

~lr. H. L. HARTLEY : Yes. 

Colom•l RA::\fKIX: Who was going to edit: 
it-the hon. member for Fitzrov or the hon. 
member for Bowen? (Laughte~·.) 

::'llr. H. L. HARTLEY : You would get the 
truth, anyway. 

Colonel RA::\fKIN : If anyone wanted ta 
see what one might term the gross misuse 

Colonel Rankin.] 
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of public money-if they went into the read­
ing-room and the various rooms of the build­
ing-they would see bundles of " Hansard " 
there that had not been sent awav. 

Mr. PETERSON : It is vour mC:mbors who 
are ashamed to send the~ out. 

Colonel RANKIK: Yet, forsooth, they 
were asked to increase this waste at a time 
when everybody, not only throughout Queens­

land, but the whole British Em­
[4 p.m.] pire, was endeavouring to cut 

down every penny of unnecessary 
expense. Yet member., of the Government 
party had the audacity to propose-and one 
hon. member even went so far as to sav that 
next vear he would insist on additional ex­
pendihn·c-to circulate speeches delivered in 
the House. If hon. members realh knew the 
valqe plac!'d upon these utterances by the 
ave:ragc elector, it ·woulc1 take a goor~ deal 
of the conceit out of themselns. 

1Ur. S)!lTH: You get your speeches well 
circulated. 

Colonel RANKIN : This was not the time 
to go in for unnece, ;ary ( xpense. It would 
be well if the whole quection of the printing 
and issue of parliament..iry papcr;o- ,,~as gone 
into, with the view of effecting economv in 
that direction. A number of the papers 'that 
were iccued were neyer lookE,-d at. and come 
of the returns which 'vere printed \Vere neYer 
us<:>d. ThP cost of paper was very high, and 
they should try to cut -down expenses as much · 
as possible. He did not think that in doing 
so they would interfere with the ri1:hts and 
privileges of members in any way. It wa' 
unwarranted and unjustifiable for c ny hon. 
members tn sug-gc",t an increase in expendi­
ture in yiew of the present ~t,4 te of the .., 
finances. 

Mr. PETER SON: The \Y ando Yale inquiry 
cost £600. 
* The PREMIER: With regard to the re­
marks of the leader of the Op]lO' ition, he 
might say that two additional hands had 
been put on the " H ansard" staff, so the 
Speaker ad vi'< cl him-one in the Council 
ar;d one in the Asoembly. He quite agreed 
w1th tiP remarks v. hich had fallen from hon. 
members with rega. cl to the competency of 
the "Hansard " staff-(Hear, hear !)-and 
if it w-ts necesc.-.ry to gh·e them assistance. 
prO\·ided representation were made to him 
by the Speaker or Prc .ident. he should be 
pleased to give attention to them. A rather 
ir<tercsting propo:3ition had been 1nade by the 
hon. member tDr 13 •. "·cn, :·ne! supportcl by 
the hon. rremba for Fitzroy, which he 
thought mivht in the future require ven· 
~erious cons.dcration. ~ 

Mr. Yov,LES: \Vhen you are sitting in 
Opposition. 

The PRE::1IE~R: That Y,·as too far ahud 
altogether (Laughter.) There was no doubt 
that a tremendous amDqnt of misrepresenta­
tion took place v;ith regard to the actual 
]mppcni_n~=;.< in the House. A yery wrong 
unpre· swn of the d<!batc' was Yen· often 
conY~yed thFough headings, or other,~+3e, by 
certain sections of the Press. 

Colonel RAXKIN : Is that confined to any 
one section? 

The PRENUER: He was not now speak­
ing of any particular section of the Press­
it would be unfitting to do so-but there was 
no doubt that there was a good -deal of mis­
representation and mieapprehension through 
the fact that the people had not the oppor-

[Golonel Rankin. 

tunit~ of reading the debates as they 
oc< m:rcd. That would be got OYer if it was 
r:)ssibl<? to place the actual debates in the 
hands of the people, so that they could see 
matters for themsch·es. \Yhen he Dpened 
his paper that morning he thought he was 
going to read about a terrible murder, or 
tragedy of some sort, when he saw the head­
ing "The Mount Hutton Sencation'' He 
looked down and found that it dealt ,_-ith the 
large profiL which had been made by the 
GoYernment on the sale of the C'attle on 
Mount Hutton. (Laughter.) But he did not 
altogether ·cee eye to eye \Yith the hon. mem­
bEr for Bc)wen al l the hon. member for 
Fitzrm·. He w.i"i inclined to think that the 
pap01< ,v._:.._·e oYerdoing the matter so 1nuch 
that the iJJtelligent eldors must see through 
the ridiculom n'i' '·epresentation that was 
going on. It \YUS a c:Lmpaign of so n1uch 
n1isrenrc ~cntaticn tLat it almo:=.-: omitted to 
giye th,· public credit for ordinary inteili­
t;Tnce. He "\Y-1, sul'e that an.yonP reading the 
he. clinr;- to :hat r<'V ·t, ·''The :!;·aunt Hutton 
Sensati( n," .1nd then reading .,,,hat \Vas un­
derneath it. would cm,le to the conclusion 
that jt \vas "over the odds," to u::.,-: the 
Y0rnarula!.·. rrhc inhrpolations. for C'Xr.~1ple, 
that \Yer;:_• pnt into the rc_narks \Yhich certain 
J\1inis'cr mc.,de tc reprc' •nro+i,-c~ of the 
Pn~:s." he \. _-:_:, cerL~in. \YPre not r:pproYed of 
bv tho:' ,' whn thorou•:hlv unc>r ·le cl ,,-hat 
pl·opci~ hi~h-clr::-) jourllall··ln \Va:7 • 

Mr. CARTEB: Gro· ly unfair. 

The PRE:\IIER: The man who took up 
his P:l..!10r to rea._l \Yhat a Jlinister said, and 
founrl tJ-o remarks interpDlated in this way, 
got dis.!ru:·ted, and he was inclined t~ think 
that it ~act' J a~ a boomerang. and probably 
they would fi;,d that it "ould ha ye exactly 
the opposite effect to what was intended. 
The fact that such a verv lar!re r:mount of 
money "·as being contribub'd at the present 
time to the funds Df the opponents of the 
Labour parr~---

Hon. J. TOL1IIE: \Ye ·do not have liberty 
fair~, though. 

The PRE:\IIER : lllacle it obvious that 
thct money must bE ·pent in mmE sort of a 
c. mpaign which would place a wrong com­
plexion on the politinl position before the 
people. The electors eert · inh· nuld not be 
bou~ht, but a lance suff could be paid to 
carry on a campaign of slander and misre­
presenhtion. They need onl:· look through 
the columns of the countrv Press to sec that 
there \va·· a const::_nt stre~an1 of matter con­
tribub>d from the 1'\ational Political C'-,uncil 
"nd other bodic5. and all that had to be paid 
for. The st .ff hrrr~ to be p<tid to keep up that 
carnpaign of r.llisrepn''T:ntation. For rea­
sons of that sort he thought that the sugges­
tion of the hon. member for Bowcn. "-hich 
~-"cl be·- n S'lpported by the hon. Incn1ber for 
Fitzrc ·-. was well worthy cf c OL·icleration. 
The !{on. " e:nbcr for :B'itzmv also asked: 
\Yhat y.-as the additional printing besi-des 
" I~ians.·rd" ? It referred to parliamentary 
pa[.:>r. aHl such like. the taking of minutes 
of committcf·< of both Houses, and al·.o to 
posta~:e on parliamentary p:tper:;;. 

l\:Ir. MOORE (A.ubigny): He was rather 
surprised after the remarks d the Premier 
last night, when he talked about getting 
through the Estimates to-day, that the hon. 
gentleman should get up and make a speech 
lasting ten minutes purely for the purpose 
of political propaganda. 

The PRE1IIER: I was replying to questions. 
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:i\1r. MOO RE: He quite agreed with some 
of the remarks ·nade by the Premier. He 
remembeted taking up '" paper a little >vhile 
ag,· al;:d ;,~nY a paragrar)h hea.ded "A Das~ 
tardly Outrage." 

Mr. YOWLES: \Yhat paper was that? 

Mr. l\lOORE: The "Standard." (Laugh­
ter.) Those >t·ere the sorts of thinrrs nubli,;he··l 
bv the Prc•ss on both sides. He did not think 
a· parliamentary newsp.<per would affect the 
position very much. \Yho >Yas to be the 
eclitol' '! Probablv a member on the Govern­
ment eidc. and 'when the v had a Minister 
of the Crov;n suiJpre-.·•ing information-read 
ing r s:t.rt d a letter and suppressing the 
!·alance-\Ya. it likely that everything \vould 
be stated honestlv in a p>trliament •rv news­
paper? In weFt ern Au: :ralia theY had 
abolished "Hansarcl" o .in .. · to the hard 
times there. In vario~.:· plac's in the cmmtrv 
odicctricts they <eould find heaps of "Han­
s.d·<L" piLtl up behind the doors. The 
people never even took the, tremble to open 
the 1. He did not •-gree with extending 
'' I-I. nEard" er ex-:-"n\.:: ing tLe printing of 
pariiamcnbry papc'l'S during the present hard 
times. espcciaily when the prc;;le had to pay 
,such a11 onor::nous rat:1 of taxa.tion. 

:ur. BELBI:KGTO:c-.;: He ,,_·as opposed to 
any cxtrrr ~xpeL?itnre en printing, but at 
the same tnne, rf tbe truth wa,; published 
and tlle ::tf'tion~ _of the Govern1ncnt plainly 
put, the Oppo,rtion \\ ouid have nothing to 
fear. One h cl onh· to look at the Auditor­
GPr;er,:l's last report h se>e the way the 
Gon•rn1rcnt had been financing their State 
enterpri~cs and evt'rything else. 

The CHAIR::Y1AN : Order ! 

::\Ir. BEBBIXGTON: If it was a que·tion 
o'. fil;ding th·_ money to pay for the extra 
prmtmg. a good wav would b.• to get the 
money in something like the way the Lands 
Department had made money--simplv by 
altering the entries in the books. Bv inCreas­
inrr the Yalue of the leas-,• of Mount Hutton 
they scc·mcd to ha.-e made a few thousJ.nds. 

The CHAIRJ\1.\K: Order! 

Mr. BEBBIKGTON: He recommended 
-~h.lt '· Hansard " be paid for out of those 
1nercasc '·, 

?.~r. CORSER (Burnett): The Premier, in 
refc:~ring· to the qm••tion of publishing a 
parnam. nt ~~ry ne\.·spaper, said it n1ight do 
a>Yay with the pre"ent circulation of litera­
tun Lw the Xational Politic.J Council. He 
(l\Ir. Corscr) had in his poss0-sion some com­
munications that he had rcceiYecl, he thought, 
from the Chief Secretary's Office, printed on 
Govcn.mcm water-lined paper. and also a 
letter from a certain organieation here-the 
Country Press Agene:;-which was cir~ulated 
!'mong ,t :'ll the papers in the country ask­
mr; the''' If they were prepared to come under 
the Go;-crnment's free mailing li-t, and if 
they thd they · ,.·ould secnre information 
twenty-four hours before it was supnlied to 
the city papers. He understood all t'hat was 
being paid for by the Crown. 

The OHAIR:l.1A::\' : Order ! The hon. mem­
ber •;·ill be in order in dealing with that 
question on a later vote, but not on this 
vote. 

Mr. CORSER: He just wished to refer to 
it in passing oviting- to the Pren1ier's Rtate· 
ment that certain organisations were distri-

buting that stuff and a parliamentary news­
paper v;oulcl counLract it. 

The PRE}!IER: I said they were collecting 
£25.00J to CJ.rry on a can1pa.ign ,-. gn.inst this 
Government, and I defy contradiction of that 
<state1nent. 

Mr. (';JRSER: To counteract the amount 
the Go·c crmnee1t would ha Ye at its disposal 
they would require a lot more than £25,000. 

The PRD!IER: I think it would be a good 
thing if the contributors' name.> were made 
publlc. 

::\Ir. CORSER: The Premier's informa­
tion \va,s catainlv news to him. If there was 
any spoil to help a man at election time, 
he hoped he would get a little more than 
he h ,cl h:>d in the past. 

The PRD!IER: If You arc not sati:cfiecl you 
h. cl better c-m ul~ n1e and I will s-ive you a 
iittle infonnat~.on a,: to \vhat the au1ounts 
a.re. 

:':\Ir. CORi::ER: He did nd think all the 
1ni~-rc )rc.cnt.·tion cc11ld be clain1ed to b<.: on 
on~ side. The whole of the misrc·;n·Lcenta­
tion was certainlY not on the OppoEition side 
of thr Hou,c·. 'i'hP Premier ould not for­
!ret a little leaflet-" The Parliamentary 
LobbY Scandal '~-,Yhf_-1'0 it said the visitors' 
1 ,Jo.::n' of the Legislative Counc] was crcnvded 
by bu"ine~ nlagna*" -..·5 a.~d insurance ~or­
n~orants--

The CHAIRJ\IA~: Order ! 

Mr. CORSER: If the Gm-ernment were 
ccrnins out \Yith that sort o~ propasanda 
work.· then there wao some little excuse £or 
Oppo•ition supporters d?ing a littl( in that 
wa-,. He >Yould not mmd how mwrmatwn 
in · re:ranl to the debates was circulated 
throughout th~ country. He h~Hl_ never see:1 
am·thino- co:mng· from the 1\ atwnal Polr­
tic;I.! c-"uncil, but he had seen an amount 
of stuff coming from the Go;·ernment pub­
licitv organisation anod published in the 
coulltry Press. 

Mr. VO\YLES (Da/by) : He was sorry that 
Government supporters should start a stone­
wall this afternoon, and he regretted that 
the Premier himself should support it. It 

ould be yery interesting if they had some 
regular volitical journal <;ther. than " Han­
oanl." Let him pay th1s tnbute to the 
" Hansatd" staff : the reports of the spee· hes 
were to his mind. something marvellous 
y"·he~ ono c,an1e to cOn·jder the circun1.stances 
uLCler ,-.-hich those re ports were made. It 
was remarka !Jle that the reporters could hear 
am·thin.: above the din of interjection,, but 
th€- re1)0rts thev turned out were splendid, 
and v~n- oftn1} theY did not require any 
eorrectic~l at all. As far as " Hansarcl" was 
concerned. if a member was miz;n~orted, he 
had an opportunity of going through h!s 
SJ1Ccch. and if he was tw tired to do that 1t 
I\ as his own fault. 

l\Ir. H. L. HARTLEY: \Ye are not complain­
ing about "Ham<ard," but the "Courier" 
reports. Twisting again ! 

Mr. VOvYLES : Who was going to do the 
editino- of the parliamentary newspaper? 
Probablv some partisan person sitting be­
hind the Govermnent, or some member of 
the House, and under those circumstances 
were thev likelv to g-et a true statement of 
the fact~? The onh honest report they 
could expect was in "Hansard." They could 
not expect to get a real statement of the 
facts from any newspaper, because they 

Mr. VowZes.} 
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1c:-HJ~t:d at a~l :1pattt:>rs flron1 their O\Vll par­
ticcu:-:r ,tauupcnnt. If non. n1en1bers oppo­
~jtc; .='a~d ~h re was ln~srepreo;entation in. ~he 

Canner, ' then n1en1oers of the Opposrbon 
could S'V the same about the " Standard." 
Read the "Daily :Mail," look at the 
'' \Yorkt=:·r," and then read "Hans:ard." 
That. was the only way of Teading between 
the hnes. 

Mr. PETERSO~: That justifies a parlia­
nlentary ne\vspaper. 

:Ylr. VOIVLES: "\Yho was going to be the 
editor? It would be something like the 
oamphlets issued at election time. They 
knew how honest the political statements 
were; how patTiotic they ·s·ere. Then, on 
the subject of the tremendous waste of 
material. One had only to go into the 
little room. off the Chamber, and they >Yonld 
find bags full to the top of material which 
had cost hundreds of pounds to print. There 
"\Vas certain 1 .olitical literature distributed 
in country to\vns, and it \\ JS generally to be 
found in barber::;' shops, -.vhere they "\Yould 
eee the "\Vorker" and other lleWbpapers, 
and the barb··rs said thev used the cutoons 
i!l the ·' \Y orker" to ~Ja ste on the walls and 
the "' Hansarcl~" for- shaving paper. He 
sincereh trusted that the Premier would not 
:.;eriousl'v consider the sugge~tion to issue a 
parliau;entary ne\,~·-papcr. If such ;:;~ publica­
tion wts i·~···nPd, tlF·l. hon. gent1en1 ~n -/-oulcl 
find that after next :\Iav he w·oulcl be sitting 
in Gppo:;:.ition. aL:a thf. 11re·3ent 011pr-3ition 
would be editing the paper. (Government 
laughter.) 

Question put and passed. 

I'RZJIIER A~D CHIEF SEC::lETARY'S DEPARTJ!EXT. 
CHIEF OFFIC:C. 

The PRE:\IIER movc:J-That £8.418 be 
:u Lllted for the '· Chief Office" of the Pre­
lnicr ne! Chief Socretary' ~ Depa.rtment. 
E<)ll. :rncn1bc:r ~ wcn:d observe that there 'Yas 
a cha,o-e in the name of this department. 
The im~ner title did not correspond with the 
act:ul state of things. \Vhile, for man;;· 
'ear> past. the vortfolio held by the Premier 
\,os that of Chief Secret '.ry, the department 
inchcrlcLl r. __ mc· matters which. in the other 
Au-.tr~Ii ,n States. •.vere no longer placed 
under the Prc·mio-'s direct control. In each 
of tho~e otht?r Stat('::< Ft separate Prem·ipr's 
D-ep) rtment "\Vas f'reated to ern brace only the 
ach:..1iLi•.trati,.,e functions properly appert""tin­
ing- to the T'Fmier. In QrKenslancl, the Go­
veinncent did not proposP to go so far at 
pn'ser:t. b·tt had taken what might be called 
the trnnsitirm step. The department became 
formally what it had long been actuall:.·­
the Premier a'1cl Chief Secretary's Depart­
n1cnt. tho Pren1ier reserving for his O"\vn 
immediate action the matters that in all the 
States were reg-arded as being within the 
Pr mi.:r's particular province, and the other 
m1tters being attended to by a colleague. 
The "Cnder Secrf'tarv took the additional 
title of Secretary to tl1e Premier. 'The change 
had enabled him· C:\lr. Ryan) to give well­
dcserYed promotion to some of the officers 
of the department. The late Chief Clerk 
had been appointed Assistant Under Secre­
tary, with an increase of £100 per annum, 
the late accountant had been made also chief 
clerk, with an increase of £50 per annum, 
and the senior clerk had been made Clerk 
of the Executive Council and Assistant Secre­
tary to the Premier, with an increase of 

[M:r. Vowlr-8. 

£50. The onl:· extra expen:c entailed by the> 
change \vas this £200 a y(ar, divi_ded <:U11ong 
!meritorious officers of long -tandmg. There 
\ver certain ordinary increas(s ranging fro1n 
£10 to £20 granted to messengers and others, 
and these made up the increase of £413 
on last vear's Estimates. The leader of 
the Oppdsition would know that while the 
la I£' Go,~erninent \V ere in po\ver they were 
contemplating the formation of a Premier's 
Department. The necessity for it nn~st be 
absolutelv obYious to anvone who considered 
the matter for a moment, particularly on 
account of the manner in which the work 
of the Chief Secretary's Department had 
increased. The business connected with Im­
perial meat supplies. State butchers' shops, 
and other matters, had made the work of 
the department very heavy indeed, bnt, 
fortunatciv. he had been able to have the 
assistance· of some colleague throughou~­
For instance, his colleague the Secretary 
for Public Lands did the ,,·ork which attached 
to v.-:wt mio:ht be ulled the Chief Secre­
tarv's Denari:n1ent, as distinct from the Pre­
n-::i(r's De~partn1ent. He ~_--c,~as sorry the leader 
of th' Uppositio'1 had not understood that 
the E~tirnah~s for the Executive and Legis­
lative '·'.ere inch1Ll0d in the arrangeinent n1ade 
~,-c~rcrda",- -evenin;r. Ho'\vever, the hon. g~_ntle­
inan had made r:lo dl'Inur to proceedin~ \vith 
thc.e Yotes, and in Yi(\Y of the fact that 
sornc hon. n1d11bers n1ight ·want to g-et a\.vay 
lrrtc,r. he ',Yould s•ate that, if it was more 
a!.!..'l't'CG 1Jle t0 then1. h0 ''ras quite prepared to 
r -ljourn wh••n the E,ctimat ·> for the Pre­
mi0r and Chief Seer.._ 1·1ry' s Departn1cnt ,. ere 
iinishcd-as:3un1ing, of cour!'e, that they \Yere 
f:ni-hecl in a reaw•1ablc• time-and to take 
tlr~ balance of the \Yorh>_, Estimates on son1e 
other da';:, on +he understanding that they 
';-culd £'C:t tluou::;h then1 by 6_o'clock on that 
nay.,. 

OPPOSITIOX ~JEJdERS: Hear, he .er ! 

HGc-: .. J. TOLJ,IIE: With regard to the 
f!.nPonucmr,nt !n.ade bv the Prernier. nH~nl­
L.'r~3 of the npposition , ertainl: did J?-Ot 
-ntic;paL th1t the votes for the Executive 
•nrl Le· ;islative \Yould be taken wnh th'.' 
Chjcf ~c~cretarv 's Department. Hu\v-ever, 
a· they had seen, the Opposition made no· 
objection to that being clone. An arran~e­
nwllt h~tl been mc.de, and they had trred 
to k cp the arrangement. After the state­
ment mn de bv the Sneaker earlier in the 
sittim>:, there· was n~ possibility of their 
sitting - ftcr half-past 10 o'clock. He had 
been going to que·, ~io_n the Speaker's rulmg 
O"'iYen \·estcr,~a ..... ~ evenrng, but there ·yvas no 
~eccl t<\ do that now. and he should like to 
sav that, though he had intended taking th ct 
cOlu·sc, at no time did he think that the 
Sneaker was actuated bv other than a sense 
of justice in the discharge of his duties, 
(Hear. hear!) As the Speaker had himseif 
pointed out this afternoon, 'the motion that 
the Committee of Supply should be resumed 
at a later hour of the sitting caught him 
on the hop, and they knew that all men were 
apt to take a different view of a matter 
which came before them suddenly than they 
would after giving it consideration. There 
was no resentment or any feeling of that. 
kind on the part of the Opposition in con­
nection with the matter. All they desired 
was to have the matter thrashed out, and 
there was no necessitv for thitt now, seeing 
that the Speaker, in the most magnanimous 
way, had stated that he gave. his ru~ing 
yesterday evening under a. mlsconcep1wn, 
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\Vith reference to the statement of the Pre­
mier th.,t he had altered the name of his 
department, and called it the Premier and 
Chief Secretary's Department, he would 
pomt out that there was no such office as 
Premier known under our Constitution but 
provision was made for a Chief Secr~tary. 
He quite admitted that there must be a 
considerable amount of ·work at certain times 
in the department. He knew that when ::\Ir. 
Denham' was head of the department he 
y as Yer:,- much OYertaxed by the work, and 
1t was suggested that they should subdivide 
the Llepartment. The present arrangement 
woul~l probably lead to greater efficiency­
)le chd not use this term with the view of 
1mplymg that there had not been efficiency 
-and Jt would certainly save a considerable 
amount of wear and tear on the officers of 
the department. He belieYed that the de­
parhn~mt was efficiently managed under the 
conchtwns preYiously existing, and he hoped 
that under the new arrangement there would 
not be too much strain on the head of the 
department. 

::ilr. BEBBI~GTOC'< (Drayton) did not in­
tend to cntlcJse any of the amounts in the 

Yote, but wished to refer to the 
[4.30 p.m.] effects of a proclamation issued 

hy the Chief Sccretarv. The 
"Daily :\Iail" g·ave the following ac'connt of 
~n IntcrvH?\V vnth the- Pren1icr in relation to 
Jt :-

"'The attention of the Premier was 
c~llec~ to the fmct that the steamer 
• B~n:nyong' had ..,ailed on Fridav nirrht 
for rhe Xort"h with a cargo of coal, this 
llL'lll~ one oi the vesseh affPcttd bv the 
prochmation ismed earlier in the \veek 
::ilr. Ryan pointed out thc,t under thos~ 
pru~l.anw.tions the Government \Y.:.ts in a 
po~1t1on to acquire a Yessel on reaching 
an;;- Queensland port, bat the.· did not 
worry a1Jout this so ]ono- as "the vessel 
sailed." ' ~ 

It was the ~enera_l impression that the J•rac­
tl~al st":te of famme and a good deal d the 
dJsl(,catwn of tradP throuo·hout tlw Xorth 
&nd in particular in con~ection \vith th~ 
suga_r industry, \Vere caused by that procla­
matwn, for the reason that shinowners in 
SydnPy and ::\Ielboume were not foolish 
enough to s<:>nd <: vessel to Queens! 'nd with 
a proclamatiOn like that hano·ino- over their 
heads, under which it could be comman­
deered. (GO\·ernment dissent.) I£ there was 
any doubt about 1t, he could read a communi­
<:'ation from Senator Crawford, who ·was re­
ported as follows in the Press :-

" Sen<:tor Crawford (president of the 
as:;cCJatwn) stated that \Vhcn recently 
in Sydney he was giYen to under-tand 
that arrang·ements had been made to 
charter another steamer to bring bags 
to Queen~land, but _when 1Ir. Ryan's 
proclam::ciwn respectmg the commen­
deering of ship[ling was issued the ship­
owners were afraid to send anv vessels 
to this coast lest they be seized by the 
Government." 

::\1r. CoLLI:>S : I would not believe him on 
his oath. Labour rat ! 

Mr. BEBBINGTON : Those were plain 
unvarnished words. They had it on th~ 
authority of one of the Queensland senators, 
a man who polled more votes than any 
other man ever got in Queensland, that that 

was so. The few hundred votes of the hon. 
member were nothing whatever to what that. 
1nan got. 

:1Ir. COLLINS : The hon. member did not. 
run. 

::\lr. BEBBI:\'GTON: When such a man 
made the statement that the shipowners ·were 
afraid to send their vessels here, they had 
to 11ut clown the proclamation issued bv the 
Premier as being the cause of the whole of 
the trade of Queensland being hung up. 
The hon. meml1er for J\1iran i, like th<' man 
he 1Yas, ahv tys reprosenting the sugar indus­
try, Sl1 ent his o'vn time and n1oney in going 
to Sydney. <md was the man who had settled 
the difficulty in the • ugar industry. (Go­
:;ernm~nt laughter.) He had told him that 
1t was very <lifficult to convince the ship­
owners that thev could send their shins to 
Queensland and 'that they would come back. 
That proclamation was the cause of all the 
distress in Qm ens! and and losses to the pro­
ducers and dw strikes. His sympathy went 
out to the producers in North Queen;,land 
\Yho had lost so much throug-h the upsetting 
of Government, and thev in that House 
were under a duty to expose it. 

::'llr. GU~N (('rtrr-az·on) a,kecl what pro­
nortion of thr~ sa1~_ry of 11r. Ross, the super­
intendent of the Si·ate butchers' shop.•, was 
p ;id l-1y the In1'1erial Government and what 
proportion h,- th • State Government? He. 
under, tood thut • vn7 big- proportion was 
'laid lw thl' Im erial Government. Xo 
doubt that "-' n all very well when he had 
to attend to :11! th0 nwat required for Im­
perial u::es, but -.inC'e that ti1nP he uncler­
~too·cl th.1t he had 1 ·pn put on b:v the Govern­
m"nt to look after the meat-,;hops. 

The PRE::iJIER: The hon. member for 
Drayton allc;c 1 that the proclamation ex­
tending the n1·ovi;;:.ions of the Sugar Acquisi­
tion Act ro ~hi11ping ,..,-as the reason \Vh.-' the 
o\v-ner.:.: of C{':!:ta1n ~hip~ wcro afraid to send 
them to Queno.o]; nd. The proposition was 
alr:.wst too ridiculous for words. 

:'vir. SW.-IY);E: Quite irue. 

The PRE::\IIER: The hon. member must 
think that ·1-" publi0 were a lot of simple­
tons if he thnught they were going to be­
lieve that scn·t of stuff. The proclamation 
on!:;- a.ppliecl to ships within the Stute, not 
to those that afterwards we're to come within 
the St£ .. te. and ·whrn an inquiry \Vas n1a.Je 
,_-, ith reft__r. :K -, t,J a ship that was to 1;ring­
bag~ fnnn S:·., lney to Queensland, he pointed 
out in his H le gram in reply that the pro­
clamation onl~v c'"ppliecl to ships within the 
Stnte und that it would not apply to any 
ship bringin~· bag~. 

::\lr. SwAY:>E: They would not trust you. 

The PRE::\IIER: Thev had the assurance 
of the Government that thev wouM not int-er­
fere with anY ship bringing bags, so that no 
d~hv could have been caused bv the fact 
that" the proclamation was issued: He was 
sur;Jrisecl that the hon. member thought 
there were- people simple enough to swallow 
his statement. 

::\Ir. BEBBI:>GTON: The shipowners did. 

The PRE::\IIER: They did not. None of 
the shipowners ever referred to it. ::Ylr. 
Pritcharcl, who was president of the Xational 
Political Council, happened to be in Sydney 
and he sent a telegram to the effect that 
they were afraid to send the ship, but the 
Colonial Sugar Refining Company-who were· 

Hon. T. J. Ryan.] 
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111ainly concerned-mad~ no co-nmunication 
on the matter. It was I\1r. Pritchard "·horn 
he adYised that the proclamation did not 
applv to the ship, and that in any ease they 
wouid not interfere with it. \Vith rt'e:<nd to 
the question of the hon. nu·ml··er for C:crn.ar­
von, 2'-Ir. Ro-s was a:1 officer reprc-enhng 
the I1"'1erial authoriti,s, alid for that he re­
<::ein l a e.alary of £600, which vcas paid by 
the Imperial Government. He aho did s<:me 
1York :or the Shte GoYernment, for whiCh. 
he thought, a bonus of £150 was paid last 
:J'CU'. 

l\Ir. FORSYTH: He gets £750 no»·' 

The PREl\IIER: Yes. He took it that 
there was no suggbtion that the State were 
1.1tilising the servic.··s of an officer paid by 
the Imperial Government. 

Mr. Gl-"\X : He does more for the State 
than he does for the Imperial GoYernment. 

The PREMIER : He would not sav that. 
bernm.c rhe officer had the "·hole control 
of the arnngement. with re;.;arcl to the 
Imperial 1nent supplies, and there 'vas cer­
t;•jniy nothing in th0 suggestion. He hoped 
the hon. n10mber ',~·Gs not making the sug­
ges' ion that the Government were using the 
sc'rvires of an officer paid for by the Imperial 
Go' ,~rnmPnt, h,~c::Lu:-c the Imperial GoYern­
ment hac! the use of the whole of the State's 
olicers free of charge. The 'Cnder Secre­
tan· and the whole s'aff in the Chief Secre­
tar\·'B office-and also the Chief Secretary 
himself-gave their Bervicc' to the Imperial 
Government without any chatge. It was also 
well known in addition that the whole salary 
<:>f the Agent-G ener:l l vca paid for by the 
Queensland Government, although that 
officer's time was most!~- bken up in looking 
after the meat supplies for the Imperial 
authorities. 

Mr. FORSYTH (Jinrrvmlw\: There were 
one or two items he would like some informa­
tion on. The Chief Secretary mentioned 
.that there was an increase of only £200. 

The PRniiER: As a result of the change. 

Mr. FORSY'l'H: The total amount of the 
increase was actuallv £518. So far as the 
Ascistant u ndcr se'cretar:: ,H_S concerned, 
he was a mo,r deserving officer, and his 
increase to £600 was fulh desen·ed. He 
was one of the best officC>I:S that they had 
in the service, and he was pleased to see 
.that his salary had b"en rai,.ed to £600. He 
noticed that " incidental expenses" were in­
·creai3jng every yu:tr. Last year the Premier 
a,kcd for £3,000 for incidenk ls, and this 
year he asked for the same amount, although, 
as a matter of fact. the sum of £4.P35 was 
'PeN in incidentals laBt year, an increase of 
OYer 50 per cent. above' the estimate. He 
hoped the Premier would give them some 
information as to how the incidental ex­
penses were expended. He noticed that 
£1,300 was put clown for " railway fares and 
freights, stationery, etc." the same us last 
year, although £1.740 wac spent under 
this heading during the financial year. 
" European cablegrams" were reduc"d from 
£700 to £600. As the sum of £608 was 
spent on European cablegrams, he thought 
that that was about the right amount to 
put on the Estimates. 

Mr. SW AYKE repeated his former re­
marks congratulating the Premier on taking 
the adYice of the Opposition and running 
the s.s. " Allinga" to carry sugar from the 
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!\ orth. The Treasurer. 
State1nent. said, 'vith 
"Allinga"-

in his Financial 
rcc ard • to the 

" It has also been possible to some 
extent to relieYe the sugar congestion, 
e.s on one occasion the vesd took a full 
cargo of sugar to Sydney." 

On the 19th September the leader of t_he 
Onposition and he waited on the Premier 
and asked him to use the " Allinga" for 
this purpose, but he then ridiculed the sug­
gP'3tion he afterwards adopted. There was 
no doubt that the threat of the Premier to 
commandeer the shipping instilled new life 
into the strike dm' n South, as adYices had 
been receiYed at that time that the strike 
wac, just about petering out. 

llfr. H. L. HARTLK'l" rose to a point of 
order. and asked if the hon. member for 
1Iiri~ni 1vere in order in discursing a n1at~er 
in the Treasurer's Estiviates on the Chief 
S"-; retary"s Yotc. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon. 
member for Mirani is not out of order. He 
ic referring to SO!lle action taken in the 
Chief Secretary's Department. 

Mr. SIYAYKE: The vote >HS controlled 
b:· the Chief Secretary's Department. 

The PRE)IIER: The vote is net controlle.d 
by the Chief Secretary's Department. It 1s 
controlled by the Treasury. 

• Mr. S\VAYKE: The Premier's threat to 
commandeer the shipping instilled new life 
into the strike. 

Mr. GILDAY: There would be no ships 
running to-day if he had not taken that 
action. 

Mr. S\YAYNE: Thrir advices from the 
South showed them that the strike was 
dvin~ out. The whole thing ,,-as obvious. 
The a strikers "·ere s:mdicalists, and their 
grce,t objc•ct was to take over, or confis· 
cate, the mYncrs' working plant, machinery, 
etc and when the State Government of 
Qu~e,rsland talked about <:omma:nd:'ering the 
~hips it played nght mto thct_r h~mds. 
There "as no doubt that the Ch1ef Secre­
tarv and the strikers were working into one 
another's hands. Seeing the losses the pro­
ducers were put to, the f.remier's action was 
most reprehensible. vv Ith regard to the 
sacks mentioned by the hon. member fc;>r 
Dravton, when he (Mr. Swayne) was 1n 
S.-dnev he was much concerned about the 
sac1,s,. because a lot of mill,s in his elec­
torate were hung up through want of sack_s, 
and it threatened ruin to the farmers m 
those di,tricts. He found that there was a 
difficulty in getting a small craft, and it: 
Wui onl> small craft that could then ply 
on the coast. The ownero were afraid to 
allow their vessels to come into Queensland 
waters because of the Government's threat 
to co~mandeer the shipping on the Queens­
land coast. One small boat had come here 
before the threat to commandeer was made. 
When he was in Sydney he asked if another 
small boat could not be sent to ;relieYe the 
situation until the big boats resumed n:n­
ning, but hi,s information was that the ship­
owners were afraid to send their vessels 
into Queensland waters for fear they should 
be commandeered by the Queensland GoYern­
ment. 

Mr. S>IITH : What nonsense ! 
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::\Ir. SWA Y::\E: He knew fhe proclamation 
only applied to hipping in Queensland 
w:~ters, and that the Chwf Secretarv had 
stated that it was intended to restrict it to 
vessels in Queensland waters, but unfortu­
nately the people throughout Australia did 
not trust the Eyan Government, and ship· 
owners were afraid that, when their boats 
came here, another proclamation would be 
issued under which they could be comman­
deered. 

The PRKlliEH: I am quite satisfied so long 
as the people of Queensland trust the Ryan 
Government. 

::\Ir. S\VAYXE: Whether that impression 
was well f.ounded 01: not he was not expressing 
any op~mon. but he was shting what was 
the feelmg of people in Sydne:; when he was 
ther<' u1dy in October. There were other 
tn<_ttters to which he wished to refer. Dming 
th1s sessiOn members c f the Oppoeition 
had fr,c·quently to complain-hP would not 
say of the lack of courtesy shown tf.em by 
mt111h-~rs of the GoY•:rnment, because thev 
did not P'<peet courtesy fmm the Goverr!­
ment-but of the rcfueal of the Government 
to giYe then information which· thev were 
entitlNl to o et. They had a perfect r'ight to 
.c'k for the full< ,t information on all matters 
of public interest. At the beo-inninc- of the 
scs~ ion h~' ·kf>d the Pre1ni.cr 

0

a que~tion re­
gardinc the >rrangem<' ts that had been r-<ade 
under which the sugar crop for 1917 was 
a' c1uircd b:· the Comconwca.lth GoYernmPnt. 
The s~ate Government were a partv to that 
an an~e1nent, and the sug-ur 1.va < ~ acauircd 
under a proclamation issu~d by th·· Pr'emier 
under an Act pascccl by him. He found that 
the I'remicr actually boasted outside that 
he ,.n' making ::Ylr. H ughcs do this and do 
that in rec·ard to that arrangunent. 

:Hr. H. L. H.<\RTLEY : Sn he did. 

Mr. S\YAYXE: \Yell, if he had so much 
iniluen.ce in the r_naking of the arrangement, 
why drd he not rnform the House as to the 
tenns of the arrangPnent? 

::\Ir. H. L. HARTLEY: You would have gone 
and told th" Colonial Sugar Refining Com­
pany. 

::\Ir. S\VA YXE: The hon. gentleman \Vent 
about the co:untry electioneering and telling 
the growers rn the :N'orth that he was afraid 
the Colonial Sugar Refining Company were 
going to get an unfair advantage of them, 
and a.!! that sort of thing, and he (Mr. 
Swayne) wanted to ascertain whether there 
was any euch danger. The question he asked 
the Premic_r was perfectly fair, and one that 
he was entitled to ask. Yet the hon. gentle­
man refueed to answer that qu'e·-tion and 
referred him to Mr. Hughes. He had noth­
ing to do \Vith ::Ylr. Hughes. He was not a 
member of the Parliament in which ::Ylr. 
HughPs ~at; he was a member of the Queens­
land Parliament, and· he wa' Pntit!ed to 
know what were the terms of the arrange­
nwnt. If the hon. !!'entleman had done what 
wus right, he would have answered the 
question. 

The PRE~IIER : I did answer the question. 
::\Ir. SWA YNE 1 The hon. gentleman did 

11'lt an,wer the question; he referred him to 
~h. Hughes. 

The PRE~IIER: \Vas not that an answer? 
Mr. Hughes may give you more information 
than he gives me. He has not answered a 
great many of my telegrams. He answers 
you and your friend ::Ylr. Pritchard. 

::\Ir. SWA Y?\E: If the Premier would tell' 
the truth, he knew what the terms of the· 
arrangenlC'lt "\vere; and if he did net kno\v 
then Le ought to know. 

The PP .. E:.nr:P": The t'.;rms of ·what arrange­
n1cnt '? 

:\Ir. SWAY~E: The arrangement between: 
the Corntncn\yealth, tl·c Sta.te of Queensland, 
and the refiners, for the acquirement of the-
1917 mg .er crop. 

Th• PRD!IER: The State has nothing to· 
do '':ith the arrangement with the refiners. 
That is a matter between Mr. Hughes and 
your friends. 

::\Ir. SW AYXE: He was not talking about 
friends; ho was talking about business. He· 
did not think he ha.d spoken to ::\Ir. Hughes 
more than once in his life. The hon. gentle­
man told the growers that he was afraid 
they v. re 1 ot getting a fair deal unde1~ the 
oJ.Tan;ron,nt, and he (::\Ir. Swayne) took the 
r·round that, if t 1wy wc,ro not. then the 
Premier to blame, because he should 
ha Ye seen that the·,- got a fair agreement 
before ho acquireJ th·c •.u.;:;ar under his pro­
clan1ation. 

The P=- 7 :IIE:~.: \Y~~ did not acquire the 
~u ..,al~ until the Connuonwealth 1nadc the 
r: r}._._n 7- n1f'n~ 

:\Jr. 3\V.·\ Y?\F: If th-o P1Fnier had any 
dcmbb as J ,dwth r the grower. were being 
tJ'Cr1tcd :r:irl~T or _:_:ot, he houlcl have refu~:d 
t"J be n pt-l't~T to the a -~.ree1nent. That '\vas tne 
st<-:nd. ht• (}fr. Sv;r.:;yne) took, and it was ~1. 
f tir stand. 

The PTIEmEn: I did what the gnwers 
:•. ·kc i me to cL. 

~.Ir. SWA Y::\'I:: The hon. gentleman should 
htlVE' given hir~1 all the particulars about the 
arrangen1ent, a.nd n~Jt referred hin1 to a n1an 
sitting in another Parliament altogether. It 
was a QueenslanJ crop, and the hon. gentle­
DL'ln wa..: rr party to the arrange1nent; and, 
if he dicl not know the terms of the arrange­
ment. then it w,1s his duty to know. 

The PRE~IIER: Your friend Mr. H;,ghcs 
is in the habit of binding me to secrecy 
when he tells me anything, and then you get 
up and ask questions about it. 

~fr. SW AY:!\'E: If that was the case, the 
hon. gentleman should not have been a party 
to the arrangement, and he should not have 
acqui!·ed the crop in the first place unless· 
sure of fair treatment for the producers. 

The PRE~IIER : The arrangement was made 
by the Commonwealth before we acquired 
it. I did not acquire it until the growers 
asked me to make the arrangement. Then 
I made t.he a.rrangemcnt to acquire the sugar. 
I had nothing to do with the arrangement 
with the Colonial Sugar Refining Company. 
No one knows that better than you. 

::\Ir. SWAY:'fE: It was Queensland sugar, 
and it was in Queensland, and the hon. 
gentleman had ample powers. and i_f he did 
not use those powers he wae not domg what 
he should have done. He was perfectly 
entitled to ask for the information, and it 
was the hon. gentleman's place to l;ave had 
that information before he acqurred the 
sugar under his proclamation. He (::Ylr. 
Swayne) brought this matt.er up on t~e first 
vote for Supply this sessron. He d1d not 
know whether the hon. gentleman was act­
ing on the old axiom that, when one had a 
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bad case, his policy was to abuse his adver· 
sarv; but, when he mentioned the matter. 
the"hon. gentleman said that he (::'11r. S\vayne) 
said one thing to him in private and another 
~thing when he spoke on the floor of the 
House~ 

Th@ PREMIER: That is quite correct. 

" Mr. SW AYNE: That was distinctly un-
true. 

The PRE~IIER: \Vhat is your .-ersion? 

Mr. SW AYNE: When he came down from 
his electorate the position was serious. l'\ o 
arrangement had been made. The mills were 
sending their sugar to the stores. and the 
·stores were refusing to take it. and no ar­
rangements had been ma-de to finance the 
transaction. It was upon that phase of the 
question that he went to see the Premier, 
and upon that phase alone. He pointed out 
·to the hon. gentleman the nee::l for com­
pleting arrangements, and for some arrange­
ment being ma·de about financing the crop. 

On one occasion he saw the Pre­
[5 p.m.] mier without a witness being pre-

sent, and, in Yiew of his experi­
•ence. he would advise members of the Oppo· 
sition never to go to the Chief Secretary 
without a witness, as otherwise they would 
run a considerable risk of what the..- said 
being distorted. · 

The PRE)flER : You will never be allmved 
to interview me without a witness. 

Mr. S\VA Y::'\E: The businees he went to 
the Premier about on that occasion was to 
ask him as far as he could to get the arrange­
ment completed and the finances in conncc· 
tion with the purchase arranged. In the 
House he had dealt with quite 1 a different 
matter altogethel·-a matter he ha-d not men­
tioned to him-· o how could he make two 
different shtemcnts on the same thing" The 
matter which was before the House~ at the 
time was not referred t.J b,- him at all when 
he waited on the Chief Secretarv. \Yhat he 
<did in the Hou'e on the occasion \Yhen 
Supply was ad<ed for was to ack the Prc­
tnier why he did not answer tl:.1t qu('stion. 
.and to state that if he ha-d the informa­
tion he 'vas ;uilty of discourte•;y in not 
doing so. and that if he had not the infor­
mation ho ought to have had it. Then the 
Premier simply got up and said that he 
(::.\fr. Swayne) \Yas in the hub:t of making 
one stat0ment h him in prh·ate and another 
-one befor•" the House. He did not think 
that morn ·despicable, contemptible tactics 
than thet could be conceived-v:hen an ad­
versary had the best of the case, to h-v by 
a lawyer trick to break down his evic1ence 
bv casting aspersions on him of that kind. 
He want0d to draw attention to another 
matter. He asked the Chief Secretary on 
the 4th September-

" 1. Is ::\1r. Randolph Bedford en­
gaged. or has he been en:)'aged, directly 
or indirectly, by the Government? 

"2. If so, in what capccity and at 
what remuneration? \Yill the ::'>Iinister 
table any correspondence or agreements 
referring to the matter? 

"3. Does he enjoy. or has he enjoyed. 
the privilege of a railway pacs?" 

Mr. S:MITH : Of course he does: he is a 
member of the Legislath·e Councii. 

Mr. SW A YNE: But not on the 4th Sep­
-tember. 'l'his was a perfectly fair question. 
·and one which he was entitled to ask, but 
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he could not get any reply. He was asked 
to move for a return. and he had to do so 
to get information. but the return had not 
vet \··~en lai-d on the table. That would 
indicate to the electors the tactics of the 
GovPrnment. They took refuge in that sort 
of thing. Months afterwards some type­
written stuff would be laid on the table of the 
House; no one saw it. and it did not get 
into "Hansard," and they thought the mem­
ber who had asked the question would have 
forgotten the matter bv the time the return 
was made. Under such circumstances as 
that the..- had good grounds for complaint. 
If people believed the things which had been 
stated. the Chief Secretary had himself to 
blame, bccal!se he refused to give informa­
tion on the points raised. 

The PRE!IIER : They do not believe those 
things; they do not believe you. 

::\1r. S\VAYXE: That gentleman at the 
time was being paid by the Queensland Go­
vernment, and was kept here as. a sort. of 
retainer at the public expense, with a v1ew 
of putting him into some seat in the As­
sembh- or in the Upper House. If those 
things were said. the Chief Secretary had 
got himself to blame; he could very well 
have disabused people's minds. 

The PRE)IIER : Who said it? It is a cam­
paign of slanc1er. and the more you do that 
the bettE<r it is for the Government. 

::\fr. S\Y A YXE: It was not too much for 
the Premier to a.-mre them that, at the date 
mentio~ed. that gentleman was not getting 
am-thing· of the kind-that he \vas not get­
ting anything from the Tourists' Inquiry 
Branch-and s~t the matter at rest. He 
noticed that the Premier had made some 
ver~ caustic remarks about the large sum of 
mor1e,· the Opposition was suppoccc1 to have 
for the next election. All he could say \vas 
that. if mch was the case, it was a new 
experience for him. His f armei: friends last 
time had run his election for him at a cost 
of under £100, and they had pubhshecl a 
balance-sheet. ar-1 showed where every penny 
came from and how it \Vas disbursed. They 
set a good example to the present Govern­
ment in that respect. 

The PRE:\IIER: \Yill yol! deny that it i> a 
fact that snppotters of youl' patty are rais­
ins £25.CCO now? 

Mr. SWAYNE: He did not know any­
thing about it; all he knew was what the 
Prcmiel' said. If th~se people thought that 
it y, as for the good of Queensland that a 
certain policy ~hm:l,d b~ carried. '?ut. th~y 
were perfect!..- Justified m sub6cnbn;g then 
money openly and aboveboal'd. But It w_ould 
be vel'\' interestino- if thev had an audit of 
l'lOme of the union" fl!nds to find OUt hoW the 
moncv had been expended. In the case he 
was sPeaking of, it tvas \Vorse than. that. be~ 
cause it looked verv much as if the State 
funds had been use-d for electioneering pur­
poses by the present par~y i_n powei:. and 
the Premier's refusal to give mformatwn on 
this point lent considerable colout to it. 

The PRE)IIER: You sav that under privi-
lege of Parliament. · 

:i\Ir. SW AYNE: There was another matter 
he btought up some time ago, which they 
could not get any informatiot; on. Away 
back in 1916 he wrote to the Chief Secretary, 
pointing out the disadvantage soldiers were 
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·under by ha dng to pay their fare \Y hen 
.goint- on official leave home before leaving 
for the fwnt from the la't port north-Port 
Ahm., or Glachtone, as the case might be. 
He got the following answer from the 
assistant secretary of the Queensland Recruit­
ing Committee:-

" \Yith reference to your letter of. 
13th .January addressed to the Hon. T. J_ 
Ryan, we have pleasure in informing 
:vou that the shipping companies haYe 
been approached on the matter, and we 
enclose herewith copy of their reply." 

'The shipping companies-to their credit­
remitted one-half of the fares, and the Go­
·vernment might fairly have financed the 
other half. It must be remembered that the 
'Northern lads were in a worse position than 
those in Southern Queensland and in Vic­
·toria and Kew South \Vales, as all those in 
the south-eastern portion of Australia were 
connected with their homes by railway. 

The PRDIIER: What about the duh- of the 
Commonwealth Government in a case like 
that? You want to blame me for their 
fault. 

JI.Ir. SWAYXE: The Commonwealth Go­
vernment had ven· hea\'Y expenses as it was 
and the States sliould iook after the trans: 
port of those men. The shipping companies 
did not say, "\Vhy do not the Common­
_,·ealth Government do it?" 

The bell indicated the hon. member's time 
had expired. 

::\1r. S::\1ITH: The Chief Secretarv's De­
partment was a verv important one. and 
·during the past year the department had had 
to deal with some verv important matters 
affecting the >velfare of the people of Queens­
land. The hon. member for Mirani rderred 
t 1 the. q_u~stion of t)le supply of shipping and 
·he cntlc1sed unfarrly. and in son1e cases 
untruthfully, the actions ~f the Premier and 
the Chief Secretary's Department in regard 
to the matter. The shipping companies and 
the Emplo~~ers' Federation, through a dis­
pute m wh1ch the Government was not con~ 
cerned and in which the State played no 
part. brotw:ht about the isolation of the 
people of Xorth Queensland and the Pre­
mier had to take action to ;elieve the posi­
tion. He (::\Ir. Smith) received many uro·ent 
cc·mmunicatio 1s from his electorate' in ~on­
nection with the matter. and he was. for a 
considerable time, scarcelv awav from the 
Chief Secretary's Ofike wh.en the· matter was 
heimr dealt with. The hon member for 
Mirnni, first of all, dealt with the " Allinga." 
That \',as the vessel that the Treasurv De­
partment chartered with the view of· send­
ing supplies to the X m·thern railways during 
the present year. The shipping companies 
refused to send their vessels ::'-;orth. and the 
Premier arranged for the " Llewellvn " 
" Allinga." and the " Excelsior" to car~·v 
foodstuffs and other necessaries to Bowen 
?Pd Mackay, :::nd thereby relieved the posi· 
t10n very cons1derably. Space was reserved 
in the " Allinga" to the extent of several 
hundreds of tons for foodstuffs and sugar­
sacks to be carried to Bowen and Mackav. 
but before the vessel left Brisbane thev 
found that the shipping companies refused 
to send a tender out to Flat Top to unload 
the foodst~ffs. intended for the people in the 
Mackay dtstnct. Not only did thev refme 
to send a tender out to unload the vessel, 
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but when the Government asked to chctrter 
one of the tenders lying idle alongside the 
wharves in the Pioneer Rh-er thev refus.od 
Everyone knew that the coastal vessels could 
not go up the Pioneer River, but the com· 
panies. for whom the hon. member for 
::\1irani made mch a nlea. cared little or 
nothing whether the district was held up 
in the production of sugar or anything else; 
and little did they care whether the people 
were short of foo·d or not. They were pre­
pared to starve the people in K orth Queens­
land, and they were prepared to stop all 
industry in North Queensland so long as 
they carried on their own particular quarrel 
in the South. The Premier. instead of being 
criticised. should be commended by every 
hon. member who represented a Korthern 
constituencv for the action he took in con­
nection with the matter. The State having 
no part in the ,dispute in the South, the 
Premier was unable to bring it to an end. 
}mt having a duty to perform to the neopie 
in the K orth he secured vessels and sent 
them to the Korth with foodstuffs and 
sugar-sacks, and while the mills ·did dose 
down for a time. the Premier. hv his efforts. 
was able to bring about a <resumption of 
th<> work. There w·as no doubt the hon. 
member for Mirani felt wrv sore about the 
position. The hon. membei· belonged to a 
party that was respomible for brin~ting 
ahout the indu,trial disturbance in Aus­
tralia, and right from the time of the 
Xorthern railway strike and right from the 
time of the shinning dispute ewrv <>ffort 
>yas made by the 0:1posit;on and 'the in~ 
terests which controlled them to spr0acl in­
r1·tstrial strife in Queensland. but. thanks to 
the efforts of the Premier-thanks to the 
,,-isdom of the Government. anrl their polic:-· 
-the Opposition signally failed with regard 
to that matter. They knew that an arrange­
ment had been enter<>d into lwtwc<•n the 
Premi<>r and the Commnnwea1th Go"''rnment 
"~herebc· the .,-hole cf this year's sugar crop 
was bought at an average price. and the 
Commomvealth w.os tn takP charge of the 
refining and distribution. The;; knew that 
iiJ. nrrftngi,~g thr:o 1natter the Pre1nit::>r hncl 
considerc blE' difficultv with the Comm<Jn­
\Yealth Gov0rnment. , He had dealt with 
the question on a pTevious debate. and if 
anvoae cared to read his speech in " Han­
saJ:d" on the matter he would find that the 
Premier. in thnt ronnectinn. acted in the 
hest interests of th<> people of Queensland 
The PrPmier kne>Y very \Yell that this ~-ear 
there >'.~as a record sug-ar crop in Queensland. 
He also knew that shipping throughout th•' 
\vorld >vas ver;; scarce. arrd that there wonld 
be some diffic{tltY in coping with the trans­
port of the raw 'sugar to the refineri<;s, and, 
so far back as l'IIarch last, he was m com­
nnnication with the Federal Gm·ernment 
trying to arrange the matter. l'llr. Hughes 
and his friends dilly-dalli(d a great deal 
with the matter, and failed to answer tele­
grams and letters in connection with the 
;natter until after the election on the 5th 
of Ma.-. Two conferences of representatives 
of the. sugar-growers with the Premier were 
held at the Chief Secretar,'s Office, and the 
sug·ar~growers asked the P~emier to make the 
best arrangement possible in the interest of 
the industry. And, having regard to all thB 
fact', he thought everyone would agree that 
the Chief Secretarv made the best arrange­
ment possible under the circumstances. 
(Hear, hear !) With regard to providing 
shipping to carry away the sugar, in the past 

MT. Smith.] 
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the Adelaide Shinning- Counan·· h·,d alwa>s 
aGte{1 a-. ap:c~ rs f~r the Cofonill1 Sngar R'e­
fining- Comprny, Jnd heel carried all the 
sugar. In Yicw of the large sugar crop 
ancl the scarcitv of shipping, th<:> Premiel" 
ask-·rl that arnngements be made that all 
veo·,f]s tr,:dino· from the Xorth he l'b11H''ted 
to carry >'as:;a; In addition to that, the Pre­
mi<>r had lJcen able to sPCure advances on 
sug:n held in stock. which wrs a very im­
po;·t:lnt matter for the people in the sug-ar 
clistricts of the State. \YhilP members oppo­
site were prating a ~-oocl deal about the pro­
Pert> owned b, the shipping companies. thev 
hacJ"nothimr to >av about the rlifficulties ex­
ne1·ienc0d h:v human beings nwing to the 
indu trial trouble. A mill in the h0n. mem­
ber for 11irani's district-in common 'vith 
other n1ills-vrns cO:!lfronted ,yith the shipping 
diffic:>lt>. and the difficulty in r ~nnecti0n 
with st.oJ'8ce, and the C0mmonwnalth Go­
Yer:nn1-c:rr+- wPre n1aki"'..,g no advance~ on the 
suf!'nr alreaclv n1anufacturcd. ~J that the 
millers 'vPre 'unable to pay the farmPrs. for 
their C'ane, nnd the fnrn1ers "\vere not rn a 
pc,citi0n to pa-.;- the canecutters and lal '1Urers. 
'fhro'.1:.Zh the V rcpr ,,-~::,ntations n1ade by the 
Premier of this s•ate the Comm<'m"e~,Jth 
Governm~·-t were forced to give advances on 
sugar held in stock. 

Hon. J. TOLoiiE: He only did his duty. 

}lr. Sl\IITH: Quite rio:ht, and he was 
~n1·e the hon. ~entlctnan ~,rould agree that 
th~ ?r·,nier drd his duty very well, too. 
He n:r. Smith) put the po'·ition before tJ::o 
Prentier in June last, and he brought It 
befor hin1 on every occasion "\Vhen it \Vas 
contj>etent t.) d]s:,.:n~s th0 suf!ar question. 
Hr:Yin~ rc£ral.>d to all thosn fact:::. hon. men1-
bers, instead of condemning the Premier, 
should have C'On1n1cncled hint for his action~. 
The chic f trouble of the Op'Josition WR.S that 
th<>v we--E' unable to {'<:tend their industrial 
stri.fe to Queensland. He had stated on the 
floor of the House, and he ;.tated it again, 
thllt the;·e was a del~beratc plot on the part 
of cert 'in intE'rests to bring about a huge 
indu<trial upheaval in Queensland, and hon. 
members knew that the leadE'r of thE' Oppo­
sion. om1 those who follov·ed him. also de­
sired the same thing. They were probably 
in cenmunication with inter''"ts in the 
Southern parts of Australia with a view 
to brin~ing- that de ,;,.,,cl result about; and 
now they "ere com]llaining because they had 
been defeated in their endeavours. 

The bell indicated that the hon. member's 
time had expired. 

:!.Ir. FORSYTH : The hon. member who 
had just sat down had told them that mem­
bers of the Onposition, and those they were 
associatncl with, were responsible for the re­
cent indnstriRl troublP. A more untrue state­
n~·ent 'vas never made. 

~h-. SoiiTH: You tried to foment and ex­
tend it, anrl you know it. 

::\IJ:r. FORSYTH: If the hon. memb<>r did 
not know, he ought to know that the shippinl?," 
e0mpanies had nothing whatevE'r to do with 
the strike. but that the wharf labourers went 
out because of the trouble in )iew South 
'\V n les in connE'ction with the c,nd svstem, 
and thus caused the ships to be laid up. 
That was an abwlute fact, and the hon. 
member could not deny th1t hE' belong-ed to 
the p"lrty ,,-ho caused the whole of the 
trouble. The wharf labourers were working­
under an award, and they were being paid 
the award rates, and given the award con-

[.illr. Smith. 

ditions, and yet they declined to load ships, 
.,-ith the result that the ships were hung up. 
That condition of things was caused by the 
friends of the hon. membPr for ::Yiackay. 

11r. S:unn: You belong to the party which· 
caused the trouble. 

:,Ir_ FORSYTH: The party with which 
•he was connected had nothing to do with 
the trouble. 

11r. S:unn: You belong to the party which 
has been exploiting the people for years past. 

Mr. FORSYTH: The hon. member be­
lon,;ed to the party which caused all this 
trouble. :'\at a single ship could get awa::-, 
because the wharf labourers would not handle 
the cargo. Would the hon. member den;; t!1at 
the ships w~re tied up bec-11188 of the actwn 
of the wharf l.tbourers? 

:\lr. So!ITH : I would deny anything you 
say. 

11r. FORSYTH: \Yith regard to the sbte­
ment th 1~ the Premier applied to the ship­
ping com~· .. mi• for one of their lighters, 
aml that the shi11ping companies refused to 
g-ive him one, h,, ,,nderstood-he was not 
-~te, becau-e he did not know-th •t the 
rc"son the-- refused to let him ha:ve a lighter 
wa·. that '~hile the •.;.~harf hbourers were pre­
l .. re, cl to unlo od v• -'els -.. ith inward cargo 
at :Giacka;:. they were not prepared to load 
:;",_lgal· on those vt<3sels, bec:1use it "\Vas to go 
t> S·-clnev. That was the reason for the 
actio;, of the shipping companies, so he 

unrlerstood, but the hon. member 
[5.30 p.rn.l hid the facts, and was not manly 

- enon;.h to o·sn up that the ~r01~ble 
,·;a• c.ctF-cd bv his own people-the umonrts. 
The hJn. me;nber would persist in saying a 
thing ,-.-hich was absolutely untrue, namely, 
tl:at the shipping companies were to blame. 
The hon. member could not denv that even 
they were delayed. It appeared in every 
paper in Australia, and all because the men 
were determined that the:v would not man 
an" ships. These Jt1en belonged to the same 
p1,rty ·that the hon. member belong·~d to. 
Cou],·l the hon. member deny that? He 
was quiet now. They were all agreed that 
it was a great pity that the trouble ever 
arose. but the statement that the shipping 
companies, or the party that the hon. mem­
b•·r for 'Mirani belonged to, ever caused the 
trouble was a statAment without one single 
vestige of foundation. 

:\Ir. H. L. HARTLEY: The hon. member 
for ::Ylirani and thc> hon. member for Mur­
rumbu did not seem to appreciate the efforts 
that were put forward by the Government 
to settle the trouble that they had rderred 
to. He could quite understand that they 
did not appeal to the hon. member for 
}Iurrumba, becallSo they interfered with the 
profit;; of the company of which the hon. 
memLer W?S a director. He (:Mr. Forsyth) 
asked the hon. member for :iYiack.:v whether 
he could deny something ; could. he deny 
that? The hon. member, as a director of 
Burns, Philp, and Company, must know per­
fectly ''"ell that the shipping company was 
part and parcel of the scheme of the Em­
ploYers' Federation to brook down the con­
ditlons under which the waterside workers 
and the seamen were working. 

Mr. FORSYTH: Aholutely untrue. 

11r. H. L. HARTLEY: And the only 
object behind it was that they might work 
their ships v;ith alien crews. He proposed 
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to quote the profits made by the hon. mem­
ber's company in a pre-war year and last 
yea.r, and then he thought members would 
eas1ly understand why he criticised the vote 
bdore the . Committee adversely. In 1913, 
Burns. Ph1lp,. and Co. made a profit of 
£109,389, and m 1917 those profits had risen 
to £161,464, an increase of £52,000, or £1,000 
per week. 

GOVERNMENT ME1fBERS : War profits ! 

Mr. H. L. HARTLEY: The hon. member 
must take ~i~ responsibility as a director of 
Burns, l'h1lp, . and Co. for not trying to 
brmg about mduBtnal peace. The real 
trouble was that he was part and p<1rcei of 
the Employers' Federation, who were out to 
try to break down the conditions of the men 
and work their ships with coloured alien 
crevvs. 

Mr. FoRSYTH: Absolutely untrue. 

Mr. _H. L. HARTLEY: Any hon. member 
:vho).1.ked to follow up what had happened 
111 :B IJI and other Dossessions could see that 
the Australian companies were trying to 
have. Javanese le.bour replace the labour 
previOusly there. He mentioned that to 
show that it .was just part and parcel of the 
hon. mBmber's repugnance to the Chief Sec­
retary';; administration on that subject-be­
cau.se 1t . mterfm:ed with their profits, with 
the1r pohcy--wh1ch enabled them in a time 
whE'~ ships were ':'rgently needed for national 
service, for c<trrymg produce South, to make 
£1,000 a weE'k more than ever before. When 
the hon. member got up to speak, he should 
remember that he was a director of one of 
the companies which bad made the greatest 
profits on the Australian coast. There was 
no need to draw a red herring across the 
track. After the strike had practically con­
cluded, it was the refusal to pe.y the hack 
wages which were due to the men. when thev 
left the ships that caused it to continue, and 
that was one of the reasons why thev refused 
to send. that tender out from Mackay or 
charter It to the Government in order that 
they might bring in food supplies for the 
)JE'ople. 

Mr. FORSYTH: That money was handed 
over to the shipping master. 

. Mr. GILDAY (lthaca): He realised that 
1t was because the hon. member for Mirani 
and the hon. member for Murrumba repre­
sented a section of the communitv which was 
not out for the benefit of the' State that thev 
!ook up the attitude they did. He though"t 
1t was . patent to every bon. member that 
everythmg had been done to relieve the dis­
tress in Northern Queensland. The hon. 
member for -;y1irani took up the attitude of 
the Colonial Sugar R.efining Company; that 
\Vas, h extend the stnke to Queensland from 
the other States. 

Hon. J. TOLMIE: You must O'ive us some 
proof of a statement like that. " 

Mr. GILDAY: He would give them some 
pr<oof. When having lunch at one of the 
restaurants in Brisbane, he overheard one of 
their leading m<'rchants talking to a gentle­
man from New South Wales. Ho said it was 
a great pitv there was a Labour Government 
in Queensland, and that if there were not 
there would be a possibilitv of having the 
strike extended. to Queensland. The sugar­
growers appreciated the good work done by 
the Chief Seeretary. He happened to have 
JUst come back from tlw 1'\orth, and particu­
larly the district that the hon. member for 
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Mire.ni represented, and he wanted to tell 
the Committee that the people there realised 
the good work that the Government did, be­
cause many of the farmers expressed the 
opinion that if the Government had not 
taken up the attitude they did there was 
every prospect that there would he.ve been 
no shipping before Christmas. It was said 
times out of number that the shipping com­
panies-the very company to which the hon. 
member for Murrumba belonged-were de­
sirous of kc·, ping the strike going until 
Christmas, until they gained their ends. 

Mr. FoRSYTH: Do vou not know that we 
do not trade at all in: Queensland? 

Mr. GILDAY: Could the hon. member 
deny that, when the Premier made overtures 
to the shipping companies and said that he 
could find labour to man and work the 
ships, not one hon. member opposite 
attempted to aooist him? They did not care 
a jot whether the people starved; they did 
not care a tuppenny bit whether the cane 
farmers got an acre of cane taken off so 
long as they could help the big institutions 
to cripple unionism. 'When the Government 
sent a boat for the purpose of getting cer­
tain commodities from the South, they found 
that the hon. member for Mirani left Bris­
bane. How did thev know that he was 
not !roing on behalf of people in Queensland 
to prevent any cargo being put on that 
boat? (Oppo-,iiion dissent.) It was very 
hard tn say what hon, members opposite were 
capable of doing. \Vhen hon. members made 
such charges against the Premier, knowing 
perfectly well that they were untrue, they 
were capable of doing anything. He was 
under the impression that they were going 
to hear something good from the hon. mem­
ber for JYiurrumba, w'ho was supposed to be 
the financial expert of the Opposition, but 
what did they find? First of all. what the hon. 
gentleman wanted to know was something 
about the " incidental expenses," and about 
the office boy who got a rise of £10. He 
wanted to know what it was all for. He 
dealt with matters of that kind. It was 
ridiculous for a financial expert to ask ques­
tions of that kind of the Minister in charge 
of the Estimateo. He would be asking what 
the washerwoman got next. (Government 
laughter.) The hon. gentleman posed as the 
financial expert of the Opposition, but he 
did not criticise the financial aspect of the 
Estimates at all. The hon. member for 
:;\'[urrumba attc·mpted to substantiate a 
charge brought by the hon. member for 
Mirani, altbough he admitted he knew noth­
ing about the Mackay district at all. The 
hon, gentleman wanted to ask some ques­
tions about something that he knew nothing 
about. So far as the shipping interests were 
concerned, the people of Queensland were 
the best judges, and so long as they had an 
opportunity of knowing the true facts, they 
could not say other than that the Govern­
ment dicl. everytbing pos-·>ible to relieve the 
situation. When the Bill was brought before 
the House by the Premier, did hon. mem­
bers opposite do anything to assist the Go­
vernment who were trying to do something 
to relieve the couditions that existed in the 
Korth? They did absolutely nothing. Mem­
bers opposite just sat there like a lot of 
du.mm!es. 'They would do nothing for any­
thmg m Queensland other than for the views 
they represented. Absolutely nothing was 
done by members opposite for the welfare 
of Queensland. He did not think that any 

Mr. Gilday.] 



2498 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

leader had done so much for the people of 
Queensland as the present Premier had done. 
(Hear, hear !) 

Mr. FORSYTH asked the Premier to give 
some information about the "incidentals." 

The CHAIRMAN: Ordec·! The hon. 
member has exhausted his time. 

* The PREMIER : There was not much 
that called for any reply in the points raised 
by hon. members opposite. The hon. mem­
ber for Murrumba referred to the amount 
appropriated for incidental expenses. The 
bon. member must know that it was a fluc­
tuating amount, owing to the cost of material 
.going up, and the cost of petrol. Petrol 
was used for motor-cars, and was included 
:in incidentals. The expenses in connection 
with the visit to London-details of which 
had been given to the House-also came out 
of incidental expenses. Other matters were 
referred to by the hon. member for Mirani, 
who had indulged in a tirade of abuse. It 
was amusing the extent to which hon. mem­
bers opposite were going of late in the way 
of ,,,landering the Government. They seemed 
to have set out on a· campaign of that sort, 
and were determined to stop "'t nothing. 

GOYER:'\~IE>rT ::11E~IBERS : Hear, hear ! 

The PRE:\HER: The hon. member for 
Mirani ref>Tred to an answer which he (the 
Premier) gave in reply to his question in 
connection with the arrangements made be­
tween the Commonwealth and the Colonial 
Sugar Refining Company. The hon. gentle­
man 'aid that he refused to answer the 
question. As a matter of fact, he referred 
the hon. gentleman to the Prime :'.1inister 
of the Commonwealth. As the hon. gentle­
man kne·.1·, all that he could do was to make 
the actual arrangements for the sale of the 
Queensland sugar crop to the nommonwealth 
GovNnment. But he had not the jurisdic­
tion to follow the Commom', ealth Govern­
nwnt through it6 ramifications in dealing 
,,,·ith the> Colonial Sugar Refining Company. 
The Prime ?.1inister made an arrangement 
with tht' Colonial Sugar Refining Company 
with regard to refining, and he communicated 
it t·o him, but under the promise that it had 
to be kept an entirely secret and confidential 
document. The actual terms agreed on be­
tween t11c Commonwealth Government and 
the Colonial Sugar Refining Company with 
regard to this year's crop had not been rom­
rmmieated to the Queensland Government. 
No one knew better than the hon. member 
for Burrnm that it was not a matter within 
the province of thE' Queensland GovNnment 
to stipulate what. thr· Commonwealth's rela­
tions should be with the Colonial Sugar 
Refining Company, and it was most unfair 
for hon. members to get up in the House 
and sugg<st that he had power to tell Mr. 
Hughes what should be the terms of his 
arrangement with the Colonial Sugar Refin­
ing Company. Was it suggested that he had 
anvthing to do with the arrangement at all? 

Colonel RANKTK : You can find out. 

The PREMIER: He could inquire. but 
th•.: inforrnation was not given, or. if it "~ere 
given, he was toJ.d that it was entirely confi­
dentral. The hon. member for 1\Iirani knew 
that. anu his hiend, :Mr. Pritchard. ouhide 
also knc""'"' it, and yet the hon. member r.sked 
him quc2tions with the view of endeaY0Ul'-
1ng to put on his shoulders a responsibility 
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which was not his. The responsibility was 
with the Commonwealth Government. That 
sort of thing was going too far. He was 
satisfied that the public outside would see 
that, and appraise comments like that at 
their true value. One hon. member actually 
went so fR.r as to suggest that State money 
was used in propaganda work for the 
Government. 

Hon. J. TOL}!IE: I may make reference to 
that later. 

The PREMIER: Of course, if the hon. 
member thought that, well and good, and he 
was at liberty to say so, but the more the 
hon. gentleman slandered the Government, 
and the more those behind him slandered the 
Government, the lower would they stand in 
the e'-timation of the country. (Hear, hear!) 
It made one fc'el indignant that such a sug­
ITC'stion could be. made, and it was only those 
~vho were capable of doing it \Yho could 
sugf{est it ag.:...in~t others. The ~on. n11~mbor 
ref<'l'recl to a piece of paper wh1ch bore the 
watermark of the Government. Did the hon. 
gentleman net writ" on paper bearing the 
watermark of the Government? Of course 
he did. Did not th0 hon. member for :Mirani 
write on similar paper? Did not the leader 
c,f the Opposition write hie private letters 
on pllper bc',tring the watermark of the 
Goycrnn1ent? 

Hon. J. TODIIE: No. 

The PR B:'JIER : W oukl the hon. gentle­
man ·denv that he wrote private letters on 
the papc»: supplied to him bearing the w,ttcr­
mark of the Government? 

Hon. J. Tou!IE: I don't think I have. 
(Ln tu;htAr.) 

The PRE~IIER : Everv member in the 
House knew that it was t'he practice to use 
GcP"ernment paper for their public corre­
spondr-nrP. 

Hon. J. TOL}!IE: That is all I use it for. 

The PRE~IIER: I--lc was not suggp~,ting 
that the hon. f{CntJ.(,man should not twc it. 
It wes impossible" to go and get private papd' 
vchrn thev wanted to write a letter in the 
House. He called att0ntion to another form 
of misreprescnto,tion. The hon. me.mber re­
Lrrcd to a return he moved for wrth refer­
ent'' to work done by ~Ir. Randolph .Bed­
ford. and he was told it would be la1·d on 
the tnblc in due course. IV as it suggested 
that if ::\lr. Bedfor·d were paid for work 
do''" in connection with advertising the Stat 
that the State funds were spent in an i~­
proper way? Preyious. C!"overnments ya1d 
::\Ir. Be·uford for domg s1mrlar work. Would 
tlE' lea·der of the Opposition deny that t~e 
Government of which he \\as a member pmd 
:>Jr. Bedford for doing similar work? 

Hon .. J. TOL)!JE: I ha Ye no knowledge of 
it. 

The PREMIER: He did not want to men­
tion rther namh, but seeing that Mr.· Bed­
ford's name ha·d been mentioned. he could 
tdl the hon. gentleman that Mr. Bedford 
was paid for doiwr •,imilar work by the late 
Governmrnt. It was well known that 11r. 
Bedford was a journalist, and the work that 
he did was well known, and surely no excep­
tion coul·u be taken to his being paid for 
anv work he did. \Vhy shmld there be a 
charge made involving the integrity of Mr. 
Bedford and the integrity of the Government 
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be can .e of what it was the duty of the Go· 
nn1ment to do and what had been done by 
previous Govornn1rnts? 

Mr. VowLES: Why didn't you answer the 
qw~·~~ion ·: 

The PHE1HER: The question was an· 
"''· •. red. The hon. member for Dalby was 
the la.t man who should interject in that 
Chambe:· in connection with the matter. 

::\Ir. VowLES: Why? 

Tlw PHEJ\IIER: The hon. member mg· 
ge- tcd that, because the ansvi.~er to a question 
L~id lJ .t cuit the member who asked the quec,. 
tion, tlw questioner after that ha·d carte 
blanche to utter anv slanders he liked and 
suggc it any corrnptlon he liked. 

Mr. LAND : He will not do it again, though. 

The PHE::\HER: Even in his place that 
-" ftcrnoon the hon. member made a sugges­
t ion of that sort. 

~,Jr. YOWLES: About what? 

Th- PRE:YIIER: About the matter re­
fen l to by the hon. member for Aubigny. 

:'vir. VOWL!:S: That is not wound up yet. 

The PREMIER: There was another little 
matter that the hon. member's nam" was 
associated :with, and that they. had not yet 
had n:plamed. There was a sugge-tion 
made--

'l,lr. VoWLES: You might as well let us 
have :it. 

The PRE'HIER: A sugge,tion madp with 
ro;J'(rcl to the wr:ath th::tt had been left on 
hi·, (:Hr. Ryan's) doorstep ur.Jer circumstances 
that r .. flectcd no credit on anv hon. member 
who w:1s a'··,Jciatc-d ,.-ith it. · 

GOYERN:lfENT ME:IIBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Tlw PRE::\IIER: The hon. m<'mber sug­
g2stcd that his (Mr. Ryan's) card was on 
that wreath. It was a lie to make ench a 
suggestion ! 

:\Ir. YOIVLES: Thcr,· was a card on it with 
the inscription, "T. J. Ryan. \V.it.h deepest 
,_,·mpathy. R.I.P." 

The PREMIER: Somebodv in the Svdncv 
" Bulletin" suggested that his card ,,_'a' o; 
it. T'Jat was a lie. \Vhoever sent that para­
graph to the Sydney " Bulletin" lied, and 
must have been prompted by some of the 
hon. members opposite who were associated 
with that disgrac'Jful incident. He •poke 
now. not as a member of that House, but as 
a man, and if he found the man who did 
it, he would make him apologise. He would 
see that he apologised. 

GoVERN:CVIENT :MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 
:Ylr. VOWLES: You knew about that car J 

all the time, but you nc>ver told the public 
th:d ycur nan1c was on it. 

The PREMIER: The police were tol-d of 
the card on the wreath. The card of the 
hon. member for Dalby was on it. 

Mr. VOWLES: It was. I put it there. 

The PREMIER: He (the Premier) speci­
ally told the Commissioner of Police that he 
was not to mention the fact that the card of 
the hon. member for Dalby was on the 
v:rf'ath, because he would not believe that 
the hon. member would be associated with 
such a thing. At the time he believed that 
someone had got one of the hon, member's 
cards and put it on the wreath. 

J'dr. VOWLES: I put it there my&elL because 
your card was on the wreath when I got it. 

GO\'ERXME:\T Y!E)!DERS: You ought to be 
ashamed of yourself. 

The PREMIER : They might try to 
wriggle out of it as they liked, but mem· 
bcrs on the other side who were associated 
with the incident knew that no friend of his 
had anything to do with that wreath. 

'I. fr. VoWLES : \V eJl, what was your card 
doing on it? 

The PRE:YHER : That man oaid his card 
was on the wreath ! His card was not on 
it, and the hon. member knew it was not, 
and ho kne\Y the n1an \vho \\Tote on that 
card . 

.!Hr. VowLFR: It was a memorial card 
with "R.I.P." on it. 

The PRE:\1lER: It was between the hon. 
member for Dalby and other hon. members 
on that side of the House. 

l'vfr. JoxEs: "Honourable" m<:>mbcrs? 

The PRE::\LIER : I-Ie had to refer to them 
a., "honourable" members because the rules 
of the House required him to do so. That 
was all in connection with that incident. 

l\1r. VowL~R: Th'' is the first time I have 
alluded to th0 matter. 

The PREMIER : lie would be gla·d to 
hr ~r the hem. member's explanation, because 
an~ ono \Vho \\T -::3 a :rnan. under the cirf'nm~ 
st,-crlrL would hnxc explained and c~xpressed 
hi_, r<'grct for it. 

:ur. YoWLES: You have been holding back 
the fact that your card was there. 

The PREMIER : :Y1y card was not there. 
Mr. VoWLES: "T. J. Ryan." Aren't you 

" T. J. Ryan"? 

The PRE::\HER : His card was not there. 
It .1s sonw fri<'L•d of the hon. mcmber­
lw suppowd the hon. member knew who it 
wus-\:ho wrote anything that was written 
on that card. It was done amongst hon. 
membt'rs opposite. Did not the hon. member 
know •, ho did it 9 

Mr. YOWLES: No. 

GovERX:UE:\T ME}fBERS : Ah ~ Ah ! and 
laughter. 

The PRE:\fiER: Who paid for it? Did 
the hon. membm· know who carried it .and 
placed it upon his doorstep? 

Mr. VOWLES: No. 
The PREMIEH: He had nothing more 

to sav if the hon. memb<'r said that; bu~ 
the hon. member might get up and make 
some explanation as to how it got there. 

GovER:\'IfEX~· ::\IE:UBERS: He'lr, h(ar ! 

The PRE".>HER: He was sorry that he 
should have ) 0on drawn on to this unplm"~ant 
suhject. 

),ir. VOWLES: We are getting at the truth 
no:.~. 

The PRE:\IIER: He was drawn to refer 
to it because those men were prepared to 
go so far as to lie and to sugge3t that it 
was a fri<'nd of his who had insulted his 
-vdfp. in such a \Yay. 

GOYER~01EX1' :MEMBERS : Shame ! Shame ! 
·The Ho:lfE SECRETARY: The greatest scandal 

that has ever been perpetrated here ! 

Hon. T. J. Rz,an.] 
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(Addressing :Mr. Vowles): You ought to be 
damned well ashamed of yourself. 

GovERNMENT ME)IBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. VOWLES: He asked that the hon. 

gentleman should be asked to withdraw that 
word and to apologise. 

A GOVERN:>.IENT MEMBER: Get out ! 
'The HOME SECRETARY : I am not going to 

a.pologi~'le. 

Ylr. VOWLES : He insisted on an apology. 

The CHAIRMAN : I ask the Home Secre­
tary to withdraw the word " damned." 

The HOME SECRETARY: Well, I with­
draw the word. 

Mr. SMITH : i11r. Bertram--

The CHAIRMA:'\1 : It is most unusual for 
an hon. member to speak after the :Minister 
has replied to criticism. I am not prevent­
ing the hon. member from speaking if he 
desires to do so. but I must point out that 
it is not usual. 

Hon. J. ToDIIE: He may give rise to 
further discu .;ion. 

:Mr. LAND: He rose at the same time as 
the Premier. 

The Hm.IE SECRETARY : The hon. member 
for DeJby may want to explain. 

Question put and passed. 

AGENT-GEXERAL FOR .STATE. 

The PREMIER moved-That £13,800 be 
granted for the " Agent-General for the 
State." There was a rC>duction in the vote of 
£1,160 as compared with the previous year's 
appropriation. Increases had been granted 
to cert·.i•l members of the staff ranging from 
£10 to £20. Provision had been made on 
the Estimates for tbe appointment of a typist 
at £85. It was not a new appointment, as 
the amount -Nas previously paid from con­
tingencies. The contingency vote for ad­
vertising had been reduced hy £1,500. The 
other items remained the same. 

HoN". J. TOLMIE : He had no fault to 
find with the financial arrangemenb in con­
nection with the office of the Agent-General, 
but it had been current rumour for almost 
the whole of this year-if not longer-that 
a change was going to be effected in the 
office and that they were getting· rid of 
Sir Thomas Hobinson, a gentleman who had 

v~rv ablv discharged the duties 
[7 p.m.J of 'Agen't-General for quite a 

number of vears. He would be 
very sorry if they lost the services of S~r 
Thomas Robinson as Agent-Gencoal, but If 
the Government at any time felt so disposed 
it was within their power to make a change. 
He understood that the position was to be 
offered to the Secretary for Public Lands. 
It was a matter of public importance that 
they should know whether a change was to 
take> place in the office, and who Sir Thomas 
Robinson's successor was likely to be. Look­
ing at the various items in the vote, he 
found there was no verv great increase. A 
number of clerks received increases totalling 
£300. The amount of £1,500 was set down 
for advertising and contingent expenses in 
promoting emigration to the State, but he 
took it that the amount was for advertising 
purpOSQS, 

Mr. FORSYTH: In discussing this vote 
last year he had made the suggestion that 

[Mr. Vowles. 

they should cut out the amount for adver­
tising altogether. The amount spent last 
year was £1,493. Could they not cut this 
advertising item out altogether until the 
war was over? Of course, there were con­
tingent expenses which, perhaps, the Pre­
mier could not cut out. He noticed that 
there had been a considerable increase in 
the amount spent last year for printing and 
stationery. 

The PREMIER: With regard to the point 
raised by the leader of the Opposition, he 
might explain that Sir Thomas Robinson 
held office as Agent-General for Queensland 
for an indefinite period, but subject to three 
months' notice on either side. If it was 
decided to replace him, three months' notice 
would be given. 

Hon. J. TOL)JIE: Has it been given yet? 

The PREMIER: It has not been given. 
Any change in that respect would be made 
known by the Government at the proper 
time, when they had finally decided on the 
matter. With regard to the advertising 
expenses, he could assure the hon. membe1· 
for Murrumba that thev had cut them down 
as much as they possibly could. 

Mr. FORSYTH: I am glad to see that you 
did it last year. I advised you to do so. 

The PREJ'.i:IER: He wa; glad the hon. 
,,;ember thought it was because of his advice. 
\Vhere it was in the interests of the State 
to economise they would do so. It might 
be interesting to contrast the present Go­
vernment's vote for mjsC'ellaneous advertis­
ing with that of the late Government. In 
1914-15 provision was made for £5,000; this 
year it was £3,000. 

Hon. J. TOL>IIE: See what wonderful de­
nclopment there was ! 

The PREMIER: That would be an argu­
ment to raise the amount for advertising; 
but the hon. member for MurrumbR wa' 
advi.ing that it should be cut down. 

Mr. FORSYTH: The Premier would 
agree ,vith him that in Sir Thomas Robinson 
they had an exceptionally able Agent­
General, and he felt sure that everyone 
would rco;ret that Sir Thomas was likely to 
be shifted. 

The PRE:;IIER: You are aware that nearly 
the whole of his time is occupied now by 
his very important office in connection with 
the Board of Trade. 

Mr. FORSYTH : Ho was not discussing 
that point. He thought that Sir Thomas 
Robinson wB one of the ablest men they 
had ever had representing Queensland. and 
he had done most excellent work. Ho was 
sure that whoever was appointed to take 
his place would have a very difficult task. 
They had a pretty fair idea who the gentle­
man was who wa:·; likely to be appointed, 
and he was sure that he would do his best 
under the circumstances. He was sorry that 
the Government should think of making a 
change, but, of course, they had the power 
to do so on giving three months' notice. 
However, he sincerelv trusted that whoever 
was apopinted would fill the position with 
credit to himself and honour to th<· State, 
Whoever was appointed he would not find 
th0 climate of London so congenial as the 
climate of Queensland. 

Question put and passed. 
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AUDIT OFFICE. 

The PREMIER moved-That £10,145 be 
granted for "Audit Office." This amount 
repreSI ntcrl an increase of £853 on last year's 
apropriation. The chief inspector and 
accountant, Mr. Austin, had received an in­
crcasu of £70 per annum as from the 1st 
.January. 1917. Certain officers ha-d been 
tran>'ferrcd during the year, and thme new 
appointments had been made. Opportunity 
was taken to promote and grant increas.es 
to other deserving officers. As to the corres­
pondence and records clerk, the previous 
occupant of the position resigned and another 
officer was appointed in his stead at an in­
crcas<> of £15 per annum. The contingencies 
,-Dte represented an increase of £250, being 
an nwrcasc of £150 in travelling expenses 
n:.d £100 in railway fares and freights. 

:Hr. FORSYTH: He must say that the 
Prr•mier had kept fairlv well within the 
estimate in connection ,:Vith this vote be­
C;tuse-according to the Auditor-Gen~ral's 
r:port-he spent £9,485, while the appropria­
tion was £9,292. He was pleased that the 
chief inspector had received an increase, be­
cause. when the present Auditor-General was 
appointed, the chief inspector was appointed 
to the ·dual position of chief inspector and 
acc·mntant, and he did not receive the salarv 
to which hP was entitled. He was certain!~ 
on<' of the best officers in the department. · 

Qcwstion put and passed. 

ro;:'ELL!GEXCE AND TOURIST BUREAU. 

The PREMIER : Hon. members would 
notice that the immigration vote had been 
omitted. That vote was now charged to 
trust funds, and would be dealt with later. 
He moved-That £2,122 be granted for 
'·Intelligence and Tourist Bureau." This 
rcpresPnted a -decrease of £170 on last 
:cear's Estimates. The decrease was accounted 
for b~· a reduction_ of £?00 in the contingency 
votL', and the actmg dtrector of the Svdnev 
branc·h had rncf'ived an increase of £30 pe;· 
annum-£20 from the 1st .Januarv and £10 
from the 1st .July. · 

Hox. .J_ TOLMIE: He agreed that the 
Intdligence Bureau was doing yery good 
work, but what he wanted partwularly to 
ilircd attention to was the fact that he was 
v'ry glad to know that the criticism in con­
ncdion with the department last year by the 
hon. mrmbf'r for Townsville and himself had 
borne fruit. That was in regard to the 
nucstion of the preparation of a booklet de­
"'ribing the beauties of the North. There 
were br·J.utics in the North such as could bP 
found in few parts of the world. 

C)nestion put and passc>d. 

MUSEcM, BRISBANE. 

Th PREMIER moved-That £2,490 be 
granted for " :Yluseum, Brisbane." That re­
p re 'entcd an increase of £200 on last year's 
Yotr. There was a decrease in the contin­
gr;ncics votp of £50, while there was an in­
crease of £250 in salaries. An additional 
attPndant _at £120 had been provided for, 
"ne! an as·nst~nt at £100 had been appointed. 

Hon . .J. ToLo1IE: Who is the assistant? 

Th" PREMIER : The appointment has not 
yet been made, but it was provided for. 
An it•crease in salary was provided for the 

typist. The director, Dr. Hamlvn Harris, 
resigned during the year. and so far the 
P'Jsition had not been filled. 

:Mr. BEBBIXGTON asked why more 
a•~sistance 'vas neeessarv in a vear like this 
when money was short"? The 'people in the 
country had to pay heavy taxes, ,,hile many 
of their daughters were doing their sons' 
work while they were at the war. and they 
ktd to work very long hours. (Laughter.) 
'Shorn were they laughing at? 

Mr. ,ToxES: I am not laughing at you, 
although I would be justified in doing so. 

Mr. BEBBI:0JGTOC\f: He would very often 
be justified in laughing at the hon. member 
for the position he occupied to-day. The 
people were laughing at him over it. 

Mr. JoxES: I am very glad to hear it. 

::Yir. BEBBIXGTON: You are not smcere. 
Mr. JoxEs: You arrant humbug. 
The CHAIRMAN : Order ! 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Keep your hair on. 
:!Yir. .JONES: Don't you say I am not 

sincere. 

:'vir. BEBBINGTON: He would like to 
know the reason for the additional attendant, 

The PREoiiER : A young fellow enlisted and 
went to the front, and when he came back 
he got his old position. 

IIox . .J. TOLMIE: He was sorry there was 
a conflict of opinion between the primary pro­
ducers and the secondarv industries. That 
Yote was of considerable i'ntcrcst to him. He 
had heard-he did not know whether it was 
true or not-that the late director found his 
position untenable. He was sorry they had 
lost so good a director as Dr. Hamlyn 
Harric, He knew what the position was 
when Dr. IIamlyn Harris took it over, and 
he knew the condition of the Museum now 
as a result of the energies he infused into 
the place. He had heard that the cause of 
the di\·ector leaving was friction between him­
self and }~r. Cuthbert Butler. 

The PREliiiER : That is r,ot the reccson 
assignPd, and I take Dr. Hamlyn Harris to 
be a truthful man. 

Hox. J. TOLJ\IIE : He could not vouch 
for the truth of the statement, but it had 
been made to him by members of the House. 
J\1r. Cuthbcrt Butler seemed to be a O<ort of 
offsidcr for the Government. They had him 
in the Public Library until the Federal 
election took place; then he resigned his 
position in order to contest a seat; and, when 
h·' did not win the election. the Government 
found him a position in 'the Museum. 

ThP PRE:\JIER : That is not true. 
H.ox. ,J. TOLMIE: He was not in. the 

l\fll~C'Ulll? 

ThP PRE1IIER : He is in the Museum; he 
got his old position back again. 

Hox .• J. TOLMIE: He was not complain­
ing that :\1r. Cuthbert Butler was in the 
~~1~lscum, but it was a most remarkable thing 
!hat the Government should keep a man who 
was putting up for any vacancy that might 
oce•11· at an <>lection. He knew that at the 
time Mr. Butler was formerlv in the Museum 
library politieal pamphlets were prepared and 
printed, bearing his signature. ·""' o fault 
could be found with Mr. Cuthbert Butler 
doing this work as a private individual, but 
it \Yas an improper thing that a public 

Hon .. 1. Tolrm"e.] 
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servant should be engaged in doing political 
work. If the Government wanted to have 
a political agent to do that kind of work, 
it would be an innovation, but it would not 
be a good innovation. If a man was em­
ployed as a public servant in any branch 
of the public service, it was inadvisable that 
hP should be engaged at the same time in 
propr,ganda work for any political party. 

::\lr. McPHAIL (Windsor): The remarks 
of the le ad er of the Opposition with regard 
to the reason of Dr. Ham'l·m Harris's retire­
ment wore not correct. He had known Dr. 
Hamlyn Harris, who lived in his electorate, 
for some time, and had had several con· 
v< rsations with him, and that gentleman had 
nen'r on anv occasion mentioned that he 
had had any· disagreement with M:r. Butler. 
The chief reason for the retirement of Dr. 
Hamlyn Harris seemed to be that, owing 
to the financial stringency, he was not gi1·en 
power to make the expansion he desired 
to make in the work of the Museum. The 
doctor ,,·os an enthusiast in his ,,~ark. and 
_,-ou!d have liked to be able to continue it 
in surh a ''ay as to bring the institution up 
to a verv hi~:h standard. To sav that 2.1r. 
Butler >~'as .imply a political age.nt was not 
·correc·t. :\Ir. Butler was never in th<' Public 
Library, but "'a:; in charge of the library at 
th<> ::\1ue urn in the Exhibition Hall. 

Hon. J. ToL~!IE: He was in the public 
;,ervice \vhen he resigned to contest an elec­
tion. 

Mr. McPHAIL: Mr. Butler was not the 
first public servant who had resigned to con­
tE'st an election, and who received his position 
hack again when he was defeated at the 
poll. It did not follow that because a man 
had an aspiration in a certain <:lirection he 
should be pcnali ····2d after be had failed to 
realise that aspiration. As long as an officer 
performed hi·: work satisfactorily, and did 
not rlo things which ha-d political signifwancc. 
he should not be subjected to such criticism 
as thev had heard that evE'nin[>:. 'There was 
no evidenc-e to sh0w that Mr. Butler, in his 
po~ition at thE' Museum. had done anvthing 
to show that he favoured one political' party 
or the othe•· while he was at his work. and 
aft<>r he left his office he should be at libcrtv 
to use his time and express his opinions 
as he thought fit. 

Mr. BEBBIXGTOX: You arc quite sure that 
he did not write those things in Government 
time? 

:\Ir. JYicPHAIL: That remark was in keep­
ing with statements which had been made 
by other members on that side of the House, 
and should not be made unless the hon. 
member had concrete evidence to substantiate 
his :uggc•tion. As far as the Museum was 
concerned, he agreed with the leader of the 
Opposition that it had advanced considerably 
Juring r:occnt y<'ars, and he was quite satis­
fted that, when the financial position wr,s 
such a·. to allow of more money being spent 
on the institution, it would be made one 
of thr most up-to-date institutions of its 
kind in Australia. 

Colonel RA::'\KI:::\: ::'\o objecticn y·a~ made 
t? a mi'mber of thr public scrvir•c who de­
f'Ir0·d to con~c ,t a seat re3ignin.e: his po'',ition 
for that· purp0se, nr to hiR being rcinsbtt('d 

in his po,,ition if he failed to win 
[7.30 p.m.l tlw sc.o.t, provided th<' vacancv 

had not been filled in the mean­
time. 1Vith reg"m·d to the point raised by 

[Hon. J. Tolmie. 

the leader of the Opposition as to Mr. Cuth­
bert Butler engaging in political propag~nda, 
he understood the last speaker to practiCally 
admit it. He practically said that if he did 
it it was clone in his own time. Whether 
it 1,va,~ flJne in hi"" 0\'-'11 time or in the t:i1ne 
of so'Ticone elsC'. it was a practice that a'· 
reprehensible and wrong. He thL ught it was 
quite ont·ide thn province of any pubhc ser­
vant to devote any pnrt of his time to prop 
ganda. work or actively take up outside work 
of that description. 

The PREVIEn: \\'hat evidence are you 
adducing to prove that? 

Co1onel RANK IN: He was talking to the 
: tat<'ment made bv the leader of the Oppo­
sition, which so fa:r ha·d not be2n disproved. 
If snch .c thing did exist-he had not said 
it did-then it was wrong, because lw did 
not think any public office1: should do it. 

;\Ir. LAXD: I would lik<' to know how you 
a re going to stop it. 

Cf'knd RAC\KIN: You could very easily 
:;:top it. It was going to bt, subver:;<ive of 
the best intrrc·•·h of th" service. hr·,,aus" 
'·hat<'ver hgppencd it mi9;ht tend to destroy 
the confidence \vhich should exi-t behd,en 
employer Pnd employees. A man w~o did it 
must show that he had svmpathie~ with somr 
p \ rticular party. In ·"the whirligi~ of 
tinw" the party opposed to him might <··JIDP 

into power. 
The PR.E'o:JER: You would not intcdcre 

with him. would you? 

Colonel RANKIN: He did not Fay he 
woul·d. but he snid it we.8 not n. ~ood thing­
in the interests of the service. It would tend 
to destrov the confide· •tee one had in his own 
officer i( one kne\Y that during nn election 
eawp·dr-n he had gone out of h;s w· y to 
enclenvour to secure e. chanro of Govern­
ment. If he expre•-sed his politieol Yiews­
t0 which he was pcrfcc+ly entitled. ju'" ,, ' 
much as tho PremiN or him··olf-in such 
a wav as to c.how that h<' was opposed to 
the Premier--

The PRE~fiER. : I should think he was under 
a mi,apprchension. (Laughter.) 

Colonel RANKIN: He was quite sure the 
Prc,nier would ·do nothing of tlw kind. HP 
would ceTtainlv cease to haYo that confidence 
in his own s<'rvant which he ·hould hm·e­
and Vf'rV rio·htlv so-bocau'e, if the officer 
V,"ere h01din~ a' high official po-,ition. he 
would know that, if he asked him to dbSi 't 
him in earning" out a political idea at the 
hack of his· mind, he woulcl ]Jossibly do it 
in a haphazard m:.nner. or half-heart· dly. 

The PR.E~IIER : I cannot imagine S'lCh a 
thing happening. 

Cr-lonel R.\?\KIN: He did not think it 
required a ver:v g-reat stretch of imagination. 
and hP w:•s sur<' the Premier would take Yery 
prompt steps to stop it. 

Mr. COLLINS was surprised at tJ.,e criticism 
naesr-d bv members of the Opposition on Mr. 
'cuthberf Butler. He wa,, snrprised at the 
vi('WR exprc.~'':~rl by the- hon. member for­
Burrurn. who daimed to have a fairly broad 
mind. Snrelv, he must know that the gentle­
man who w~s c·dled scientific assistant wao; 
the author of a very important work v hich 
wn.s circulah•d bv the Rationalist Prc>·S A"o­
ci .tion v.ith n -\vor\.dwide reputation. 

Colon:! RmKE: r .. it a political one: 
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~1r. C'OLLINS: It did not matter whether 
it wa, or not. If the hem. member were 
e,cquaintod with the English mind, he would 
know that there had been in the pmploy of 
the British GoYernment from time to timo 
men who had 118'• er hesitated to write on 
politic J subjects in opposition to the Go­
y,:rnmcnt that employed them. He had been 
readiw, Edwarcl Clodd's memoirs, and he 
had be :•n a• ;-onished to find that he was 
Pmployc·l in a bank. He >tas one of thP best 
writers on eyolutionary subjects that Great 
.Britain had produced, but the bank did not 
att mpt to interfere with him in what he 
did nhde his working hour•·, and it had 
coLw to a p:·etty pass if, . fter a man ha-d 
rcrform· l -ix or •1even hours of toil, whether 
us librarian or otherwisF, thcv were rz-oing 
to stop h's expressing hi; view , political or 
otherw;sc. He had a right to expr<'h them, 
even supposing they were in opposition to 
the GoYernmolJt or any Government. 'Th•·re 
was a -dang0r creeping in there-if men 
wer·• to be tied down imply lweau-e the·.­
wcrc in the 0mploy of the S~tatr. He holl'­
ourcd tho'c men who were able to step out 
and ridr their employment if need be. He 
had to riok his >vhen he was emploYed bv 
men like> those sitting oppositP; 11e ha-d 
m•nr allo·" ed them to dictate to him. \Vhv 
· hon;d not 1\Ir. Cuthbert Butler exprees hi"s 
1·ie";;? \YhY •.hould not anv other man in 
the J,ublic sen-i8c ·do likewis'e • He ha-d no 
o):ljection to it ~o long as they put their 
Signatur's to their \\'Ork. can10 out into the 
open, and did not stab them in the back as 
they were stabbed by their pressmen to-day, 

Question put o cd passed. 

PT!BLIC LIBRARY OF QFEENSLAXD. 

The PREMIER moved-That £1.345 be 
grantee! for "Public Library of Queensland." 
The vote reprcoentcrl a deccease of £20. 'The 
YOt(' for ~nlp_._~ic": !'hcnvc"d an increase of £50, 
reprcsenti::.1g an increase to lHr. Bro,vn, ""'ho 
had boon promoted from acting librarian to 
librari \n at a eoJary of £300. Tlwre was 
'-' decr;'asc in the contingf'ncif's vot0. 

Qu<'etion put and pas -cd. 

The PRE:\UER moved-That £2.42f be 
~l"tntcU for " Public Scrdce Boa.r{1

." This 
\\ ~s an incr<''lSe of £145, caused bv a re­
arrangcr_lt nt of the staff, increases tO clerks 
and tvpists. 

HoN. J. 'TOLMIE complimented the Public 
Service Board on the report which they had 
pr'sented for the year. He was not going to 
to ko up any time in dealing with the merits 
of the report, but he mentioned it so that 
hon. members opposite might study it, and 
so that hon. members in opposition could 
:tlso study it. Anyone studying the report 
would see the difference in the salaries given 
by the pres(•nt Government and the late Go­
vernment. 

Mr. LAND: The public servants know it. 
The public servants were never as well off 
before as they are now. 

Hox. J. TOLMIE: If hen. members looked 
at the report they would find it contained 
information of the utmost value. He was 

gbd to be in the position to commend the 
Public Senice Board for issuing such a very 
fine report. 

Que,tion put and passed. 

STEA~IER " L t:'CINDA." 

'The• PREMIER moved-That £3,164 be 
g-rantt•d for '' Ste;:tmer 'Lucinda.' '' 'The 
'ute showed an increase of £350. Increases 
amourting to £50 were granted to certain 
officer;;, and there was an increa -e of £300 
in contingencies, made up of £150 extra for 
coal. stores, and in('identals, and £150 in­
ere-,,,. e for repairs and overhaul. 

:\lr. BEBBING'TON pointed out that they 
all appreciated the services which were 
rendered bv the "Lucinda" to the children, 
who \Youlcl" be the future citizens of Queens­
laud. 'The trins of the "Lucinda" were a 
moan. of educ~tion to the country children, 
as it gave then an opportunity of going down 
the bay and seeing the ocea,n-going 
steamers. The country children highly appre­
ciated the trips they were enabled to make 
in the "Lucinda." 

Colonel RANKIN endorsed the remarks of 
the hon. member for Dravton as to the 
0ducaticna I 'aluc of the "Lucinda " trips. 
There 1\ as only one unfortunate part in con­
nection with it, and that was that the child­
ren in the Burrum electorate were unable 
to participate in those trips. Previous Go­
vernments used to send the "Lucinda" to 
other parts of Queensland and enabled the 
children there to take advantage of a trip to 
the seaside, and he suggested that the Premier 
might see his way to adopt a similar course. 
With the opening of a dccpwater port at 
Frangan. it would give the children in the 
Maryborough district unique opportunities of 
gaining some knowledge of educational value 

The PREMH~R: I don't think the "Lucinda" 
will be allowed to go to sea. 

Colond RA~KIN : If th(· " Lucinda " was 
unsc-c worthv, then the Govern:nent might 
send the "Otter" or some other vessel in her 
stead. 

Mr. G'CNJ\' pointed out that when the 
Labour party were in opposition they were 
always opposed to the "Lucinde," vote. 

The PRE~lmi:: She was not used for the 
rome purpo'e then that she is med for now. 

:Yir. GUNN: 'The people in the country 
di:;tricts had to pay their share of the cost 
of the " Lucinda " without getting any of the 
adva ntagcs that the metropolitan school 
children received. 'Thev could not take the 
" Lucinda" up the ':'.-Iacintyre River to 
Goondiwindi but they might give free rail­
way C''cursi~ns to the children in country 
districts. He would not oppoce the vote, 
but simply pointed out that the Bris~ane 
children got advantages that were not g1ven 
to the children in the country. 

Question put and passed. 

THURSDAY ISLIKD. 

The PRE11IER moved-That £465 be 
granted for " 'Thursday Island." There. was 
a d,~crease of £568 in the vote. Mr. GI!son 
Foxton had been appointed police magistrate 

Hon. T. J. Ryan.J 
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in placP of 1\lr. Lee~Bryce, but hi,, salary 
wa·· paid by the .Jmticc Department. Con~ 
tingcncies had decreased by £6.8. and there 
wa' an inerca· c in incidcl'tals of £20. The 
mm of £48 prcviously paid to the Govern­
ment R0'·idcnt for <'Xtr:t ro· t of living was 
not )>ayable by the Chief Seer i 11 :·. • this year. 

Qu -tion put and passed. 

AliSCELLAXr·:OcS SERVICES. 

'The PUE:\UER moved-That £73,850 be 
gran: ::d fer ":rviir::cellaneous Services." 
'Ihcrc wao a d-~c,-r-JC.e in the vote of £33,717. 
Hon. m em hers could see for themselves the 
Y<:rious reductions by CCJ111p-1ring ; IL' ite1ns 
\nth the.<' f: r last •, . . S:· "'' the 
.-otro "·oulcl no• be n•qui1 d thi>< • ''JJ-fcr 
example'. thr~C' ful' Ch~8C'JF'\1a.I:d'f' ~hn !'(' of 
Pxpcn-sc" of AP~tr, ljn,n representation at 
Panama Exposition, Control cf Trade 
Boards. subsidv to Residential Club for Sol­
diers, and gr~nt t 1 the widow of Hon. D. 
Bowman. :1LL.A.. lai • Home Secretary. 
There "·as a considerable de:,. ~" in the 
"ubsidy to the Que· nsland line of steamers 
for a fonr-wcek!:;;- scrvire via Torres Strait. 
'l'hat 1\'as due to the fact that there were 
not so n1any steamers able to come on 
account of war co•1ditions. and some of those 
which did c~mc· w<•re coming- round the Cape, 
although toe cargo v. as ~,,1,. •1 1\Torth 
Quc.'nelcnd ports at the same rate as to 
Bri"bam' in accordance with the contract. 
But there 11 "s a reduction of £1 000 made 
with rhpert to each steamer which came 
round the Cape. That was the 1 ~u!t of an 
Clrrang-ernent h0 m1,de 1vhcn in London \vith 
the reprc•ontativr~ of the British-India 
Steam :!\'avigation Company. 

Colonrl RA:--;Krx : That repre,ents the canal 
dues? 

The PREMIER: It represented the canal 
dues srved. 

Hon . .J. 'ror.MIE: \Va..:n't that a condition 
in th(' origiral contract? 

The PHE:\UER: Ko. 

Hon .. J, TOL'.l!F.: 1 think it was. If thcv 
did not come down the coact they were to 
frn·ff·it £1.000. 

The PREMIER: The la~e Government 
had excused quite a number of steamers from 
coming through the canal, but they received 
no nllowancC". But, when he v/as in London, 
h0 talked the matter over with the repre­
sentatives of the Brit.ieh-India Steam Navi­
gation Compauy, o.u-l rut it to them that. if 
thf'v \V0r0 excused fron1 sending their YChcls 
throug-h the canal on account of the war 
risks in the Mediterranean. they should make 
an allowance to the Queensland Government; 
and. after C8<' 'dt'rablp nc•(otiation, thev 
agr. id to a refund of £1,000 in respect a'f 
every vce'•'l that came ronnd the Cape. The 
vote was l'c•duced this vear from £24 667 to 
£12,500. The expenditL;rc for the ber{efit of 
returned soldiers and members of the Ex­
peditionary Forces, <tnd cost of sen-iccs ren­
dered to the Repatriation and Patriotic 
Funds, was reduced this year from £50.000 
to £40,000, and the vote for assistance to 
returned maimed and wounded soldiers was 
reduced from £25,000 to £15 000. It was 
anticipated that the amount asked for would 
cover all that would be required during the 
year. 

fllon. 1' .J. Ryan. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: It was always with a 
great amount of repugnance that he dis­
cussed any vote having reference to the 
returned soldiers, but he wanted to point 
out to the Premier that members on the 
Government side had made a great outcry 
in the past about sufficient mon~y not being 
forth,'oming for the purpose of assisting th<> 
returned soldiers. 

The PRE}IIER: The Legislative Council 
turned down the Income Tax Act Amend­
ment Bill. 

Ho:-;. .J. TOL:WIE: That had nothing 
whatever tn do with the amount voted by 
Parliament. Last vear thcv voted £100,000 
for that purpose-£75.000 on the Chief Sec­
retarv's Estimates and £25.000 on the Esti­
mates of the Lands Department. But, Hot­
withstanding the fact that £100,000 was 
voted, only £23.000 had been spent, and the 
Government alleged that the remaining 
£77,000 had not been spent because the 
Council refused to pass certain· taxation 
legidation. Out of all the millions voted 
by Parliament laBt session, why should the 
returned soldiers alone be victimised? If 
the rejection by the Council of that legisla­
tion 1ras the reason for not spending that 
mane>-, why were the returned soldiers 
treated differently from all the public ser­
Yants, whose salaries were voted in the same 
Eetimates? This year the Government only 
asked for ±:55.000 for the assistance of re­
turned soldiers.:_a reduction as compared with 
la<t year's appropriation t;f £45,000. He 
trusted that there was gomg to be some 
sense of fairness and justice in the utter­
ances of hon. members on the other side in 
relation to the matter, and that they would 
not attempt to excuse themselves by reduc­
ing the vote from £100,000 to £55.000 by 
alleging that it was due to some action taken 
bv eomeone outside that Chamber. He 
further hoped that, at the expiration of the 
financial year, they would find that the whole 
of the £55.000 which appeared on .the Esti­
matEs had been expended. just the same as· 
the mone:c Yotcd for all the various depart­
ments of the public service was expended. 
If anybody was to be victimised, let it be 
strong, healthy individuals, who were prob­
ablv in a better position to bear it than the 
rcti:u-ned soldiers 

* The PHE1\IIER : lie v;ac 'llrprisPd at the 
leader of the Opposition making the remarks 
he had made. as he must be perfectly well 
aware of the circumstances which attended 
the rejection by the Upper House of the 
fmancial proposals of the Government last 
scos:;sion. 

Hon. ,J. TounE: Why victimise the sol­
diers alone·? 

The PREMIER: The hon. gentleman 
knew that the Income Tax Act Amendment 
Bill was introduced for the specific purpose 
of raising-amongst other things-the sum of 
£100,000 that was passed on the Estimates 
for the return"d soldiers-for repatriation 
and r•atriotic purposes. The . Legislative 
Council rejected that Bill on the ground that 
the business of looking after returned 
soldiers was a Commonwealth matter; that 
they were being taxed by_ the Commonwealth 
for the purpose of carrymg on the war and 
for the repatriation of the soldiers, and that 
the State Government had nothing to do 
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with the matter. Ho was one of the repre­
sentatives of the Ass•:mblv at the free con­
fercnc,, bctwe<m the two iiousrs on the Bill, 
find more than one of the Council rP]Jl'esenta­
tivus said, "\Vh'at have you to do with 
returned soldiers?. Whut ~lo you w tnt money 
fo~ retunlf·cl soldiers for? That is a Com­
mm,t~ealth matter." The leader of the Op­
position must be aware that those were the 
specifie reasm:s why the Legislative Council 

c , reJecte-d the proposed taxation 
[o p.m. 1 measure sent up to them last 

. year with regurd to in•:ome tax. 
Tlw (1ueensland Government were dealinrr 
more Jil·Pral1y with returnoo >oldiers tha~ 
cmy other State of the Commonwealth. The 
returnBd soldiers recognis.od that and their 
relative•• recognised it. !Hear, 'boar!) It 
was mstancecl. t_hc other. day at Rockhamp­
ron at .''. rccrmtmg meetmg. As reported by 
the Brtsllane Press a returned soldier's wifo 
interjected that if ~the;- Govemrnents in Aus­
tralia would treat the returned solcliero as 
the Queensland Governmcr,t '"ere doinO" they 
\vculd not ~e;. d !O be making appeals for so 
many recrmts; they would get thent. There 
\as an acknowledgn:ent that the Queenslr,,nd 
gov~nl!nont wa? do1ng as much as it could 
'or the ropatrwtion of returned soldiers. 
(He ;r. hear!) That f~ct wa" now recog­
ll!,e\1 b: retmned eol-c!Iers and their rela­
ti vec .. , Th0 IPad0r of the Opposition a"ked 
\Yhy _tlt?:"· cut down this vote in particu­
l.~r, \n3tea,_1 of taking it off another Yotf'. 
.the non. nwml.or knew that in the Esti-
1natC1s of ea --._h departrnent a large amount 
"""' for '"tlarH" of the officers of the depart­
ttlt'L~. Tak(• the Chief Sccr0tarv's Office· 
Tho,.,., W'lS " cert-ain number of officers whos~ 
salaries 'vere ftxecl. There was a contract 
with them, and that was the position with 
regard to most of the Estimate• But with 
""l'7<1rcl to the vote for the returned soldiers 
~ta t0 <:hildren, and so on. there <,vas not ~ 
dPf\nite contrartual commitment-+hev could 
not "'w the Government <1ntl compel pay­
:lW ~~t--and tlwrdorc those vot0s were at the 
wili of Parliament. If ono Hou,,e of Parlia­
Jnent ~aid thny were going to cut the. anH:unt 
clown, they knew ther•• was onlv ono place 
it could come off. and that was "where there 
was lVJt a contraetual oblio-atlon~,yhere you 
could not be euecl. That w~s the pc int which 
the leaclp·· of the Opposit.ion seemed to wil­
ful!:-· evade. 

Hon. J. ToL~nE: No. 

1'hc- PHEMIER: Could the hon. gentle­
'nan S"lg,:cst what other vote should have 
1w?n cut dovrn? 

•• Hon .. J .. TOLMIE: I. suggest this to you: 
1 ou sc,rcl It was e.senbal that you should rret 
~158.000 from taxation. Y Oll got £158.000 
<tnd £4.'i.OOO additional taxation. 

The PlU~:YliER: No. It was all verv well 
fw the hon. gentleman to talk like' that. 
They 0xpected to get £158,000, or £160.000. 
from the Ineome Tax Act Amendment Bill, 
i1ut th- Council f'airl, ""You are not o-oinl.,. to 
:..;et uny of it for that purpose." Tht"Je:v '~ere 
role! that that mm:oy was being raised to 
assist returned soldiers, t.o snpplement the 
efforts d the Commomve:tlth. The Council 
:-:aieL "It is not your business to look after 
returnoo soldiers; it is the bus in<'" of the 
Cornn!On'iNCalth; 've are 11ot going to al]o\V 
you to have that money," and they rejeded 
the Bill. lie hoped that the speech of the 
leader of the Opposition mio·ht be taken as 
.~u indication of a changed battitude on the 

part of the Legislative Council, so that when 
the taxation Bill went up to them again 
ther would not say that it was not our 
husmess to look after returned soldiers. He 
trusted that there were other hon. g.:mtlemen 
there ,vho would be abl0 to refer them back 
to the speeches which thev made last vear 
on this subject. \Vhat was the use o( the 
hon. gentleman saying that this Government 
had 1·ictimisecl the returned soldiers by cut­
tmg down th<.tt vote, when he knew ·that 
the Uovernm<>nt had no option-that they 
wore only following out the direction of 
Parliarnent i11 the 1nattcr? 

::\1r. FORSYTH soid that on the discussion 
of this matter last y0ar he hud pointed out 
that he did not see how the Government 
could pend the money put clown, b~causc 
they had oul:· six months in which tn do it, 
and he coulcl not see how they could spend 
the £100.000 in six months. He had st~ongly 
aclvieed the iwn. gentleman to on :,v put clown 
on his K·timutes what he thought he could 
have spent. 

The PRE~l!ER: How much -do you think 
'"e ought to have spent in that six months? 

Mr. FORSYTH : The hon. gentleman had 
asked for the total amount. He did not 
think they would h<.tve spent more than 
£50.000 in the two departments-the Lands 
Department and the Chief Secretary's De­
partment . 

The PRE:ill:rm: You would have only asked 
for £50,000? 

:\lr. FORSYTII: Yes; beoouse he did not 
think the,· would have wanted more than 
£50,000 for that particular year. His argu­
ment was proved, because the hon. gentle­
man only spent £53,000. There ''""s not a 
penny-piece spent for road construction and 
other purposes bv the Minister for Lands, 
in spite of the fact that £25,000 was put 
dm·:n on the Estimates for those purposes. 
The hon. wantleman had stated that the 
reason why the money was not. spent was 
because the 1Jpper House did not pass the 
GovernnH'nf s taxation proposals, but t.ho hon. 
gentlem<1n know that although those pro­
posals were not passe·cl, the Government from 
their o\vn E ~timates expL::.cted to get £ro1n 
income tax £160.000. Would the hon. gentle­
man '!'·-in ,pite of the fact that the Upper 
House 'threw out the Income Tax Bill-that 
he did not g0t the money he anticipated? 

The PREmER : we -did not get the money 
vi-·e required. 

::i1Ir. FOHSYTH: Although he did not get 
the .£160,000 'vhich he anticipated under this 
particular vote. the hon. gentleman actually 
got £150,000 more than his Estimates, which 
' as within a couple of thou.-and pounds of 
'"hat he expected to got under the Income 
Tax Act Amendment Bill. Would the hon. 
gentleman deny that? 

The I'R!DIIER: All Estimates arc more or 
lt~"-; impl?rfPct: we cannot be absolutely 
accurate V·:ith Estin1atcs. 

::\ir. FOHSYTH : The hon. gentleman 
could sec, as he "as going along. that the 
moncv "Tas coming in from incom~ tax to a 
greater ext0nt than he anticipated. 

The PmcMIER: The cost of material had 
gone up in many cases, and the expenditure 
increasocl. We could not get away from our 
commitmontQ. \Vill you tell me anything 
we paid that we should not have paid 1 

Mr. Funy!h.] 
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Mr. FORSYTH: He was not arguing 
about that. The hon. gentleman ha·d put 
£100,000 on the Estimates when he knew 
there wn no possible hope of spending that 
amount. The Government had not spent a 
solitary shilling out of the £25,000 voted in 
connection with the Lands Department. 

The PREMIER : You are under a misappre­
hension again. 

Mr. FORSYTH: If the hon. gentleman 
could show him in the Auditor-General's re­
port wh··re h" had spent anvthing out of 
miscellancnns receipts last yem:, he would be 
very glad indeed. He had looked through 
the figurC3, but could not find it. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : In sur­
veys of roads. You are looking in the wrong 
place. 

Mr. FORSYTH: As far as he could 
gathN from the Auditor-General's report, 
there had not been one shilling spent from 
misc,IIanoou .. receipts, and that was where 
it was debited laot year. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : That is 
not true. You know what has been done in 
your electorate. 

Mr. FORSYTH : He knew there had been 
some mon0:· ·pent, and that money must be 
charged to some account. 

The PRE:.\UER: What does it matter where 
it is charged so long as the Government 
spent it? 

::Yir. FORSYTH : He wanted to see where 
it was. He very much doubted whether the 
Govefnment would spend £55,000 this six 
monk . However, the hon. gentleman had 
reduc" d the vote this year. 

The PREWER: vVe know vou will not give 
us the money. · 

::\fr. FORSYTH : \Ye passed the Estimate 
last year. 

The PRE~IIER: You passed the Estimate 
but vou refused the machinery to give u~ 
the money. 

::\fr. FORSYTH : The excuse given bv the 
hon. gentleman with regard to the exp'endi­
hn-e was not a very good one and it onlv 
showed that there was a good deal of 
stuffin_[\ in connection with the departments 
80l11Gtlll1GS. 

Mr. GUNN: He did not think. anv hon. 
member wished to deprive the wounded 
soldi "l'S of anything thf'v were entitled to but 
it wac, very convenient for the Premi~r to 
mak<' a scapegoat of the Upper House. 
When the Governm(nt deprived the returned 
soldiers of an;:-thing, they always put the 
blame on to the Upper Housf'. The Go­
vernm,.nt wanted a lot of increased taxation 
last year-they wanted to pass a retrospective 
incomr tax, which the Upper House objected 
to. All they objected to was the retrospective 
clause in thP Bill. 

Mr. MUiPHY: Just as the Premier objected 
to rctrospectivity in connection with the 
X orthern strike. 

::\1r. GUNN: The Premier objected to give 
the strikers in the North retrospective pay. 

The PRE~IIER : You should know that all 
ta·;ation proposals are retrospective. 

(Mr. Forsyth. 

Mr. GUN::"-!: If a man was earning an 
income and spent that income in improving 
his property, and then an income tax came 
along which said he had to pay tax on the 
money he hB"d spent, it was very difficult to 
get the money. When the hon. gentleman 
wo, in opposition he said he could run the 
country without increased taxation. 

The PRE~!IER: Like you are doing now. 

Mr. Gl'KK: Instead of worrying about 
that extra taxation, the Government could 
go in for a little bit of economy in this vote 
nlone. He noticed there was an amount of 
£1,500 for the Royal Commission on Pu1Jlic 
Works and State Iron and Stef'l Works. 
\Yhat on earth was the good of that Royal 
Commission at a time like this, when they 
had no money to spend on public works? 
\Vhy not cut out that Public Works Commis­
~ion and give that £1,500 to the returned 
soldiers. 

Mr. H. L. HARTLEY: And still buy steel 
frcm Germany. 

Mr. GuKN: They were not buying steel 
from Germany now, nor were they likely to 
buy any steel from Germany. The Govern­
mc'1t wer<> not building any railwavs now. 
He had nothing against the member" of the 
Public \Vorks Commi<·sion, but thf'y were 
appointed just to find billets for them. They 
c-ould not be taken into the Cabind, so they 
'\\ere appointed to the Public \Vorks Com­
mission. Then, when the Government were 
short of a couple of billets they went a little 
further and appointed a Royal Commission 
to inquire into the workings of the Rail­
'vay Dcpartnu~nt-a political commi~Eio:n. 
Ono mf'mber of the commission-he had 
nothing to say against him perbonally-was 
in the Railwa;· Department at one time. and 
left under certain circum~tanccr;, and it was 
onlv natural that he should be bia;sed. A 
biassed commission to inquire into th' Rail­
way Department! Further up ho saw an 
item of £3.500 for " Advertising the State." 
In a time of war whv did the,- want to 
bother about advertising the St'rte' The 
;oldicrs at the front g-ave Australia the best 
advertisement Australia ever had. The Go­
vernment c-ould cut that item out and put 
it on to "assistance to returned soldiers.'' 
This blaming the Upper House for not 
piCssing taxation to benefit the returned 
soldier was all electioneering piffle. 

}1;-. S:\HTH: In regard to the subsidv 
h the Queencland line of steamers for a 
four-we'lklv service via Torres Strait. he 
would ]"oii1t out that the sv-,tem had been 
to subsidise the British-India Company to 
maintain a regular lino of steamers between 
the old conntrv and Queensland. The port 
of i\Tackav had never been made a port of 
call for 'those steamers, although the re· 
qucet had been made many times. 'nd 
promiecs had bP--·n received that the matter 
would be gone into. A good deal of cargo 
,,,-cnt thPrc at various times, but at present 
that cargn had to be unloaded at Townsville 
and transhipped to 1\fackay, which imposed 
a serious hardship on the people there. 

:\Ir. FoRSYTH: I think they have to call 
if you have a certain amount of freight. 

Mr. SMITH: The condition was that if 
there were 20 tons of cargo they had to 
call, but they had always been able . to 
avoid that condition on account of havmg 
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to wait at the anchorage, and so on. The 
freight of white lead from London to Towns· 
villc used to be £1 a ton, and the freight 
between 'l'ownsville and Mackay was £1 5s. 
a ton. That showed that the Mackay people 
suffered considerable hardship. If i\1ackay 
were made a port of call for those vessels, 
it would mean a saving of £1 5s. a ton on 
that line alone. \Vhen any fresh agreement 
'"as being entered into in connection with the 
subsidy, he would like the Premier to see 
that the claims of :\Iackay were not over· 
looked. In the past they had always evaded 
stopping at Mackay if they could possibly 
get out of it. 

Colonel HANKE\: The only point he 
wished to emphasise in connection with the 
vote for rcpatria tion purposes was that 
£10J.OOO \ms voted last year, that only 
£23,000 .ts spent, leaving a balance of 
£77,000, aud that in the Estimates this 
year the Governm<mt had made provision 
for only £50,000. vYith regard to the CJUfeS· 

tion raised by the hon. member for Mackay, 
he would suggE:cJt that Urangan-the new port 
at Heney Bay-should be included among 
the ports of call for the British-India boats. 
He understood that the arrangement was 
that the· boats were to call at .any pmt 
guaranteeing a certain quantity of ·cargo, 
and that it was not necessary that the port 
should be named in the contract ;;-ith the 
company. That was his imprBssion. If he 
was wrong, the Premier could correct him. 
At. Uran:;an they had a port which had 
qmtc recently been described as one of the 
best P?rb along our seaboard, and he hoped 
Its claims would be favourably considered. 

The PHEMIER : In rBply to the hon. mem­
ber for Mackay and the hon. member for 
Burrum, he might say that the provision in 
the c_ontract w!th the. British-India Company 
relative to tlu, particular question was as 
follows:-

" The s"id steamers shall ha VB libertv 
to proceed vici any port or ports, and shall 
call outwards and homewards at Thurs­
day Island, Cairns, Townsville, and Port 
Alma, or so near to those respective 
ports ao the ship can safely get. and lie 
always afloat, and at any other safe 
port or ports in Queensland between 
Thursday Island and Brisbane to be 
nol!Iinated from time to time by the 
Chief Secretarv or the Agent-General at 
which the Government will guarantee 
not less than 150 tons of cargo from or 
for each port of call." 

Those were the conditions. However, he 
would have the matter looked into. He 
u~~ler·stood the suggestion was that this pro­
VIsiOn had not been carried out, as far as 
Ma.ckay was concerned. He would look into 
the matter, and also into the m·atter of 
making Urangan a port of call. 

:ur. CoLLil':S : Don't forget Bowen. 

Tlw PREMIER: And Bowcn, too. He 
would alwa~"' be glpf! to conoider the repre­
"entcttiom, of mBm hers with regard to such 
mattero. The whole question might be con­
sidered again if the agreement was revised. 

Mr. FoRSYTH : How long has that agree­
ment got to run? 

The PREMIER: The agreement could be 
tr•.·minctted by six months' notice by either 
side. \Vhile he was in London a variation 
was made in the agreement with respect 
t:J the amount of subsidy in connection with 
each ship. The document bearing on this 
mattt'r w.H dated 15th June, 1916, and read 

"' as follo·ws :-

" The Agent-General for Queensland. 
"409/10 Strand, W.C. 

" ::YIAIL Co~TRACT TO Qt:EENSLAND. 
" Sir,-Heferring to the conversations 

which have taken place between the Hon­
om·able 'I'. ,J. Ryan and Mr. Allan 
Hughes on this subject. we desire to put 
on record that it is understood that for 
the futnre when it is found necessary to 
"'k that the steamer under this contract 
should proceed by the Cape instead of 
vi:i the Suez Canal, in the event of your 
gi vin~ consent we are prepared to re­
bate the sum of one thousand pounds off 
the subsidy applicable to that sailing. 
It is under,tood that you will in the 
future, as in the past, allow the steam'ers 
homewards to proceed by the Southern 
route via the Cape, when you consider 
there are good reasons for doing so, 
without any rebate. 

"\Ye have the honour to be. 
"Sir, 

" Your obedient Fervants, 
"GRAY, DAwEs, AND Co., 

" Agents, British-India Steam Lines." 

Since then, under that agreement, the Go­
vcrnrnem had received a rebate of £3,000-
that wa ··, £1,000 for each of three ships, which 
more than paid his expenses to the old 
com1try. as the total expenses in connection 

with that trip were only a little 
[8.30 p.m.] over £2.000. Prior to that, ships 

were given pern1ission to come 
via the Cape without any rebate. He did 
not think the then Chief Secretary, ~r. 
Denham, could have refused consent to shrps 
cnming via the Cape, but no rebate was given 
in such a case. 

:\lr. For:SYTH: They save the canal dues. 

The PHE::\;liER: YE's, and the canal dues 
were a little more than £1,000. The com­
pany said they had to carry the cargo rigltt 
along the coa't to bring it to Brisbane, and 
that it r:·allv did not matter much to the 
Queensland ·Government which route they 
took. 

Colonel HAKKIN: With regard to his 
smrrrestion that Urangan should be included 
a :~ong the ports oi call, he might correct 
that and sa"' that the port should be Port 
:Haryborough. 

The PRE)!IER: Of course, proper represen· 
tations will be made officially. 

Question put and passed. 
Th(~ PRE:YIIER: Mr. Bertram, I beg _to 

move-That you do now leave th:e cha;r, 
report progreF", and ask leave to srt agam. 
I take it that this is a day. 

Hon. J. 'l'oL~IIE: Yes. 

The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN 
reported progress, and the Committee 
obtained leave to sit again on \Vednesday 
next. 

The House adjourned at thirty-one minute" 
pa•'t 8 o'clock. 

Hon. T . .!. Rwm l 




