
 
 
 

Queensland 
 

 
 

Parliamentary Debates 
[Hansard] 

 
Legislative Assembly 

 
 

 WEDNESDAY, 31 OCTOBER 1917 
 

 
 

Electronic reproduction of original hardcopy 
 



Que.stwns. [31 OcTOBER.] State Iron, Etc., Bill. 238"7 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

\VED~ESDAY, 31 OCTOBER, 1917. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. W. McCormack, Cairns) 
took the chair at half-past 3 o'clock. 

QUESTIO="l"S. 

ToTALISAToR Co:~~PANY. 

J\Ir. VOWLES (Dalby) asked the Assistant 
Minister for Justice-

" 1. Is it a fact that on 11th November 
and 16th December, 1916, the totalisator 
company in Brisbane short-paid the 
public the sums of £25 and £207 9s. 9d., 
which sums repreJent divi-dends on win­
ning horse'~ ? 

" 2. \V ere the tickets in question issued 
to the public, or did a mistake occur in 
the working of the machine? 

'· 3. V\"hat is the name of the company 
involved? " 

"4. How long did the company retain 
these moneys? 

··• 5. Has the whole of this money been 
paid into th·) Treasury? 

"6. If not. what amount was FO re­
ceivEd by the Treasury? 

'' 7. Did the company in question pay 
any penalty in respect of this omis-ion? 

'' 8. \Yill he ,,lace on the table of the 
House all correspondence, police and 
other reports, relative t<J these cases? " 

Ho"<. J. A. FIHELLY (Par!d;i!gton) 
replieJ-

" 1. The full particulars, as •.upplied 
by Justice Departmeut to the Auditor­
General, can be seen on page E3 of the 
Auditor-Gerwral's report. 

"2. C<.relessness of mechanics alleged 
in t"lch caRe. Tickets 1vere issued in one 
case, but not issued in the other. In the 
fir,t case, the manager maintained that 
he had i';'structed his secretar~· to pay the 
t;mount 111 to the Treasury, and his in­
skuctions were ignored. In the second 
cace, proprietore held· that as they took 
the risk of losing ,and the tickets were 
rcgiotcred before the start of the race, 
it was a legitimate inve,tment for them­
eel ves. However, the Minister decided 
that no one inside a machine should 
benefit. and the money was paid into 
revenue. 

"3. Hodsdon. 
"4. From 11th November, 1916, to 26th 

May, 1917, and 16th December, 1916, to 
1st June, 1917, respectively. 

"5. Yes. 
'' 6. See No. 5. 
"7. No. 
"8. The documents may be pttrused at 

the Justice Department." 

RE TeRN OF lN"SPECTION FEE BY STATE SAVINGS 
BANK. 

Mr. CORSER (Burnett) asked the Trea­
surer-

" 1. In the event of an agricultural 
applicant beinp: offered half of an ad­
vance applied for. by him from the State 

s,,vings Bank, and refusing same. what 
proporticn of his inspection fee is now 
returned ~t 

"2. Under similar circumstances what 
proportion ,~·as previously returned?" 

The TUEASURER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 
Ch;:llagoe) replied-

" 1. J:\1 o refund is now made. 
"2. No refund was legally payable, 

but under a misinterpretation of the 
regulations a refund of t',\'O-thir<ls of the 
fee was made." 

DICKSO"< A WARD AT PROSERPI:'i"E MILL. 

Mr. SWAYNE Piirani) asked the Trea­
surer-

" If the amount paid by the mill under 
the retrospective provieions of the 
Dickson award will form part of the 
indebtedmss to the State to be paid off 
by the Proserpine c:anegrowers before 
the mi!I becomes their property?" 

The TREASlJUER replied-
,, The amount has been charged to 

1vorking expenses, as aY"e all increased 
1.vages under industr:iaJ awards." 

LIGHTIXG AT GRACEVILLE, SHERWOOD, A"<D 
CORIXDA RAILWAY STATIONS. 

11r. BEBBI.:'\GTO="J (Dra,,ton), for :Mr. 
Hodge, a,Jced the Secretary for Railways-

" 1. \Vhat is the average cost per 
month for lighting the following railway 
staticns: --Graceville, Shen\ ood, and 
Corindrr, respectively? 

"2. What is the number of lights used 
at each station? 

"3. \Vhat is u,;ed at each station, 
respcctivdy, to produce such light?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. J. H. Coyne, Warr·ego) repli0d-

" 1. Gracevilic, £5 16s. 3d.: Sherwood, 
£19 18s. 2d.; Corinda, £25 15s. 

"2. Graceville, 23; Sherwood, 33; 
Corinda, 40. 

"3. Grace,·illc, air gas; Sherwood, 
acetylene; Corinda, acetylene.'' 

INCOME TAX ACT AMENDMENT BILL. 

THIRD READING. 

On the motion of the TREASURER, this 
Bill was read a third time, paf'ed, and 
ordered to be transmitted to the Legislative 
Council for their eoncnrrence by meFen ge in 
the usual fann. 

STATE IRON Ai\iD STEEL \VOHKS BILL. 

THIRD READING. 

On the motion of the PREMIER (Hon. T. 
J. Ryan, Barcoo), this Bill was read a third 
time, pas,sed, and ordered to be transmitted 
to the Legislative Council for their concur­
rence by message in the usual form. 

Hon. T. J. Ryan.] 
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SUPPLY. 

RESUMPTION OF COMMITTEE-SECOND ALLOTTED 
DAY. 

(il:l1·. Bcrtram, .V aree, in the chair.) 

RAILWAYS. 
GENERAL ESTABLISHMENT-CHIEF OFFICE, 

Question-That £51,591 be granted for 
"Railways-General Establishment, Chief 
Office "-stated-

Mr. BEBBINGTON (Drayton) : As we have 
no canals or navigable rivers, we are dependent 
upon our railways as highways of trade, and 
in that respect they were the most important 
financial affairs that we had to discuss. He 
had always argued that our railways were 
not run upon a business system. A very large 
amount of the earnings of the railways went 
to the Lands Department, and were used to 
reduce the taxation of the towns and cities, 
whereas the earnings of the railways should 
certainly go into the Railway Department 
and be used for the extension of the railways 
and in the redudion of railway freights. If 
a new railway was built into Crown lands, 
it stood to reason that the rates on those 
lands of necessity went up when the Crown 
came to revalue the lands, and the increased 
rental was a very considerable amount and 
conld be taken, on the average, as a half­
penny per acre for 40 miles back from the 
railwav. The Land Court assessed many of 
the 1:entals at from !d. to 1d., and 
from 3d. and 4d. up to 6d. a mile, whereas 
the Treasurer thought nothing at all of 
putting 9d. or 10d. of land taxation on free­
hold lands. The people who owned freehold 
lands were paying three or four times t~e 
amount in taxation that the leaseholder paid 
in rent. How was it possible for stockowners 
and dairvmen to compete when the actual 
taxes on· freehold land were three or four 
times the rental of leasehold? It was a very 
unbusinesslike svstem. He thought they 
should take an average of !d. per 
acre increase in the rental value of Crown 
lands bv a railway going through them, and 
if they· took that average for 40 miles back 
there would be an increased rental value of 
£100 or £50 on each side of the railway for 
every mile of railway constructed. \Vas it 
not reasonable that the increased value, 
instead of being put into the Lands Depart­
ment and into the consolidated revenue, and 
being used for relieving the cities of taxation. 
should be paid into the Railway Department 
to aF~ist in reducing railway rates and fare~, 
and in enabling the department to pay their 
"\Vav? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: vv~hat would 
vou give to the Railway Department for 
~nhancing the value of private freehold land? 

:Mr. BEBBINGTON : That was another 
question altogether. They had to pay the 
amount of the increased value in land tax. 
The railway increased the value of land, but 
the shire couneils took good care that the 
values were put up. The consequence was 
that thev had to pav the increase in extra 
land tax: There wa~ another injustice : the 
landowner paid the taxes. and they went into 
the rE'venue to relieve the towns and cities 
of taxation, instE>ad of being used for the 
relief of the countrv districts. It was a 
wonder that they had not risen up in civil 
war. (Government laughter.) The rev~nue 
collected in that way was used to relieve 
the towns and cities, and even the school 

[Mr. Bebbington. 

teacher, when he qualified, was sent in to the 
city. All the time the Government were 
taking the revenue which the country sup~ 
plied for the benefit of the towns, and they 
were impoverishing the country. 

Mr. MuRPHY: Does not the school teacher 
apply to the department to be sent into the 
city? 

Mr. BEBBINGTON : The school teacher 
got tb e best salary and the most privilege 
he could, like the rest of them, but that was 
no reason whv the whole of those privileges · 
shoqld be kept for the men in the cities. Let 
them have a. little fair play and give some 
encouragement to the men who had to live 
in the country. The Lands Department was 
taking nearly £1,000,000 every year from the 
country and giving it to the cities. 

The CH AIRMAN: Order ! Order ! 
Mr. BEBBINGTON: His contention was 

that those moneys should go to relieve t~e 
railwavs. The railways had not had fair 
plav lmd neither had the people who used 
then;, They had to pay extortionate freights 
simply because the money obtained through 
the railwavs was used for other purposes. 
'l'he roll of honour in the Commissioner's 
report reflected great credit on the Railway 
Department. He supposed some of the 
T1·ades Hall people would call the men wh'o 
had g;onc to the front fools, the same as they 
did a great many more. That roll of honour 
was a credit to the Railway Department, and 
was a credit to the men in the railway 'er­
vice. Had they gone to the front at the 
requ<'st of the unions or at the request of 
the Trades Hall? 

Mr. CoLLil'iS : ="'early all unionists. 
:VIr. BEBBINGTOK: Would the hon. 

member say that the Trades HeJl had ever 
used one argument in favour of those men 
going? 

Mr. HARTLEY: Ye.<, 
Mr. BEBBINGTON: Would he say that 

thev had rriven one word of encouragement to 
ind.ucc them to go? He dare not rise in 
his seat and mv that the Trades Hall had 
ever given them one bit of encouragement 
to go to the front. If there was one depart­
ment that d<>served a vote of censure, not 
upon the men, but upon the admipistration 
of tbe department. it was the Railway De­
partment. The railway regulations provided 
fines and penalties for any interference with 
the railwav servants, and what did they find? 
Was there' any prosecvtion of the man who 
stopped thf' railways? Was there any prose­
cution of the man who rode on the rar1ways 
and interfered with the railway servants: 
who made them put the luggage down and 
stopped them from assisting travellers .at the 
various stations, including ladies with !wo or 
three children, and somE' of them siCk ~t 
that? Thev were compelled to carry their 
own luggage along- the platform. as the 
porters were not allowed to touch !hat lug­
gage. It was a sha'!'<; an~ a enme th~t 
stood against the a.Jmmrstratron of the Rarl­
wav Department. He admitted that that 
ma·n travelled on a pass, and he hoped he 
nai·d for it. Would the Minister say that 
lw paid for it? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Of course 
he pai-d for it. I answered that question 
before. 

l\11-. BEBBINGTO::'\: He had noli heard it, 
but he accepted the :Minister's word that he 
had paid for it, but a good many people 
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had their cloubts about it. That man tra­
velled up and down the railways on a pass 
interfered with railway servants prevented 
them from doing their duty, and' yet all the 
regulations of the Railway Department were 
pass~d over and not a single word was saicl 
to h1m. The ·loyal industrious men in the 
railway eervice clared not do their duty. 
They had to send telegrams to the Commis­
sioner excusing _themselves for doing their 
duty and excu~mg themselves for helping 
women and children on the railway. Dicl 
t~ey ever hea_r _of such a state of things? 
Would the Mimster deny that certain men 
on the railwa.ys sent telegrams to the Com­
mis_sioner telling him that they had done 
t~eir cluty and .asking if they ha-d done 
nght? He knew that those telegrams were 
bent to Br!sb_ane, but whether they went to 
the Commiss_wner or to some other public 
servant he did not know. The Traffic Man­
n~g~!" k!!e~'"i ~n u.bvu.t it. Theu, .again, they 
had the Northern railways held up for three 
weeks by men who were earning big money 
and who got everything they wanted through 
the_ Arbitration Court. Yet they threw clown 
their tools, stopped the railways, and stopped 
the producers from getting their produce to 
mar!ret, and then the Government actually 
consHlered whether they would submit to arbi­
tratior; the question o~ whether they should 
be paid for such a thmg or not. Dicl they 
ever hear of such a state of things? The 
producers had 40,000 cases of prod11ce perish­
mg on the wharves through the action of 
those men, and yet they had a Government 
th_at weal_r that they said to the men, "We 
wi!l.consi•der whether you shall be paid for 
r':'m!n&' th!' people." Then they talked about 
nctimisatwn. He was in a room where there 
was a meeting called, and one of the men 
declared, "Yes, it is all right; the Northern 
men have gone back, and there is no vic­
timisation." Were the men who lost that 
~0,000 cases of h:uit and vegetables victim­
Ised? The carnage on the railways was 
40.000 cases short on account of their action 

The bell indiratt•d that nortion of the hon. 
member's time ha·d expire'd. 

:;vr:. BEBBINGTON (continuing) : The 
Mmiste': stated that "we stopped the strike." 
\Yhat did they do? The Minister absolutely 
atded and abetted the strikers on the 
Southern railways. Would he deny that 
when the railway men refused to handle the 
goods, and when two or three railway porters 
were allowed to hold up the Southern rail­
:vays, that he issued a proclamation prevent­
Ing the farmers and producers from supply­
ing the railways? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Yes, I deny 
it. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Would the Minister­
accept perishable goods at that time for 
\Vallangarra? 'rhe Minister knew very well 
that he issued that proclamation, and he knew 
perfectly well that that proclamation aided 
and abetted the strikers. He knew perfectly 
well that he had taken the management of 
the railways and evervthing else out of the 
Commissioner's hands.

0 

The hon. gentleman 
even sent word to have the produce taken 
out of the trucks, and yet he came here ·and 
denied it. When men who controlled the 
great highways of trade took the manage­
ment out of the hands of a Commissioner 
eould they expect anything else but deficits? 
What kind of management had they got? 

He was sorry that his time had expired, as 
he would like to have had another hour to 
discuss those matters. 

Mr. COLLINS (Bowen): The di~cussion so 
far on the part of hon. members opposite 
was nothing else but abuse of the working 
man. The railway employee was criticised 
from time to time by hon. members opposite. 
He was one of those who never hesitated to 
criticise persons holding high positions; it 
mattered not whether they sat on the bench 
or whether it was the Commissioner for 
Railways. He was not looking for any 
favours either ~rom the judges or from the 
Commissioners. He was there to do what he 
considered his duty, and he intended to do 
it so long as he was a member of that House. 
They had a Commissioner who received a 
salary of £2,250 a year. He had not heard 
hon. members opposite criticising that gentle­
Y:J.un.. The Cuillul~~;:,luuer was only one of 
man_y highly paid <;fficials in the railway 
servrce. In the far North they had -a, Deputy 
Commissioner who received £1,500 a year, 
and when he turned to the Commissioner's 
report .he found only two pages from the 
D:puty Commissioner in the North, dealing 
With the whole of the Northern railway 
~ystem-the best-paying system they had got 
I': the S~ate. He was not going to find fault, 
either with the Deputy Commissioner or with 
the Commissioner, because the railways had 
not paid. He believed the railways should he 
considered as highways for the development 
of the country. When he looked over the 
returns in connection with the various rail­
ways, especially railways running into agri­
cultural centres, he found that there was a 
loss on most of them, both on the Darling 
Downs and elsewhere in Queensland, and 
even in his own electorate. But he was not 
ashamed of the fact that the railways did 
not pay. They could not carry the farmers' 
produce rheaply to the market if thev were 
going to charge high freights. Anv man 
even withon~ any business capacity: could 
make the railways pay if he were to adopt 
sch~:JOlboy methods and increased fares and 
freights and reduced wages. He looked 
forward to the day when the great Western 
plains would not be feeding sheep. No 
matter what mig-ht be said about the Western 
plains not being able to grow wheat the 
time was coming when those ideas would be 
thrown aside, and if they were goino- to 
compete in a world's market they must 'have 
cheap freights to bring their products to the 
various ports, and, therefore, they should 
not look on their railways altog-ether from 
a paying standpoint. They should look at 
them from the developmental standpoint. He 

was one of those who believed 
[4 p.m.] that the railways having increased 

the unimproved value of their 
land right throughout the State, that unim­
proved value to a large exent should belong 
to the railways, as it were. The hon, member 
for D rayton had talked about the cities and 
towns, and immediately after he delivered 
his speech he bolted outside t.he House. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS : To wash his 
mouth out. 

Mr. COLLINS : The point was that the 
cities contained the large unimproved values, 
and it was thev who should have to con­
tribute twards the development of the out­
side places where they were building rail­
ways. Surely, nobody expected railways into 
new centres to pay. He did not, and he was 

Mr. Collins.'J 



2390 8upplj. [ASSK'v1BLY.] Supply. 

nc·t one of those v. ho had complained be­
cau·e the railways had not paid, believing 
that the land tax should be used towards 
c '·'i ting the man on the land. He believed 
thrrt when they got the return moved for 
by ~.Ir. J ones they wo!.!ld find that a large 
proportion of the land tax was paid by the 
citiH and tm;·m, notwith tanding what the 
hon. m0mber for Drayton might say, and 
thet a very small proportion wa, paid by the 
country. 

The CHAIR:iiA:--.;: Order! 

:\h. COLLIJ'\S: He was trying to connect 
his rem;n·ks on the land tax ,,-ith th" rail­
'·· ays. The railw.ty' having increa cd the 
value of land, he was suggesting that it 
should be recognised that the land tax should 
go to make up the -deficie111·y in their rail­
way', to enable them to compete with the 
rest of the world, and to enable the farmers 
to g"t their produce to market at a cheap 
rate. He no:iced that the Commissioner 
1na·do ccr:-:".in recDininendations about effici~ 
emy. He stood for efficiency, not only in 
con,ection Fith their railways, but in con­
nectio2l "·ith other things, believing that 
if they v. ere going to be successful in State 
enterprises they must have efficiency. They 
must try to teach people that the old doc­
trine that had come down throughout the 
a;·cs that everyone must rob the Government 
was entirely wrong. The reason it existed 
in some quarters was the fact that they had 
had tvrannical Governments from time im­
memoi·ial, and it was considered right for the 
people to rob the Government, not realising 
th tt they were the Gm·crnment. 

:\h-. 2\1l'RPHY: If thi;;; is the people's Go­
vernment, what harm is there in the people 
robbing thc:n? 

:\Ir. COLLINS: That was not what he was 
trying to prove at all. They might as well ask 
the hon. member fm· Burke what Tom Carlyle, 
meant when he said " a fair dav's work, a 
fair day's pay," and. so on. Milton got £10 
for '.vriting his "Paradise Lost," which \Vas 

not fair pay. \Vith regard to the Commis­
sioner's recommendations, he WO!.!ld like to 
say that the men who got these big salaries 
must do their '-hare of the work too. They 
must be held responsible as well as the men 
on Ss. or 9s. or 10s. a dav. He was one of 
those who believed that they were overpaid, 
and he knew that many of his colleagues 
beliC>ved the same. He did not think that 
one IY'~n should get .£100 and another £2,250. 
At any rate they did not appear to him to 
-display that amount of int<>lligence which 
they ought in proportion to the salary-that 
was, twenty-two times as much, and he was 
satisfied that no man had twenty-two times 
the brain power of another man. He might 
think he had, but he was convinced it was 
not possible·. 

Mr. FORSYTH: Then you would reduce the 
salary to £250? 

Mr. COLLINS: They did not appoint him. 
The hon. member belonged to a party which 
increased his salary by £250. 

J\fr. FORSYTH: How much do you think 
he is entitled to? 

Mr. COLLI::"fS : He was not going to 
answer that question offhand. The hon. 
member wanted to tie him up, so that he 
could go on the public platform and say he 
had said it, just as he had heard him say 

r211r. Coll1'ns. 

that Mr. Fisher said no man was worth 
£500 a vear-which he did not believe he 
did say, and he had known him longer than 
most hon. members on the other side. He 
would not be a representative of tho working 
chs"Ps if he listened to members on the 
other -idc talking about the highly paid rail­
wa}' c ,,, ployees if he did not point out that 
!'O refcr0ncc was made to the really high­
paid men. They expectrcd, when they paid 
a man £2,250, that he would have eome 
initiative. He had looked through the re­
port car,cfully, and had not seen much evi­
dence of it. 

C\Ir. MURPHY: Is the Commissim:er per­
mitted to have any initiative? 

1Ir. COLLINS: The hon. member knew 
that he could have initiative in that House 
if he wi,hcd, and he supposed that the Com­
missior:.cr, considering that he wa~ v:orking 
under a p.,rticular Act of Parliament, could 
also shm.- initiative. He could make sug­
gc_ ,~tions the sarne as anybody else. 

Mr. J\Il'RPHY: He initiated an economy 
board. \Yhere is it now? 

Mr. COLLIJ'\S: Yes, like putting up the 
hon. member for Burke to inquir'" into the 
poeition of the hon. member for Burke, 
putting the higher paid officials to inquire 
into the higher paid officials. 

Mr. FORSYTH (Jiurrurnba): The hon. 
member for Bowen, in his usual style. did 
not deal with the actual facts of the case in 
di ,,·ussing the Commissioner. If he under­
stood business, which he did not--

Mr. COLLIXS : I rise to a point of order. 
Is the hon. mf·mber in order in saying that I 
do not understand business? It is an in­
stance of the continual " throwing off " on 
that sidP. 

The CHAIRMAN : There is no point of 
order. 

Mr. FORSYTH: The Commissioner for 
Railways oucht to be the very best man they 
could get. He did not think £2,250 was too 
big a salary for a man who represented and 
controlled a capital of £40,000,000. Any 
quantity of men in Queensland and through­
out Australia administered infinitelv less than 
that and got a great deal more. The matter 
of a few hundreds a year was a mere baga­
telle in comparison with the initiative and 
administration of the railways. The Minister 
the other night was very frank and told them 
all about the terrible losses that were being 
made. He said that the estimated loss this 
year was £1,053,000. On a previous occasion 
he had given the figures at £1,006,000, tak­
ing the previous year's interest bill and, 
therefore, his estimate was conservative. He 
told them that there was an extra CO''t of 
£70,000 in connection with stores, so much 
extra in connection with coal and interest, 
but although the hon. member told them 
how the losses had been made he did not 
give them one solitary word to show how 
there was likely to be any reduction. He 
simply stated that they worked under abnor­
mal conditions, which is quite true, and that 
in the sweet by and by he hoped the Rail­
W!W Department would pay its way. ·what 
wa~ the Government doing? It was abso­
lutely impotent, paralytic. The hon. member 
said that the interest bill was £200,000 more 
than a year ago. Anybody who would look 
up the reports would see that every year 
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when they were building railways out of 
loan money the interest bill must increase. 
L!>st year there was a difference of about 
£80,000, but was that any reason why they 
should have a deficit of £1,053,000? The 
Commis' ioncr asked a few que•·.tions in his 
report \:hich were most pertinent. He did 
not profe;,; to know, and it was impossible 
for anybody to know how to answer them 
perhaps. The only thinG' they could go on 
in criticising the department was the Com­
Jnissioncr's report, becauso the items wera 
given in globo, hundreds of thousands of 
P'lUnds-that was, apart from the report of 
the Auditor-General. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL'VAYS: Does he con­
tradict my figures? 

::'dr. FORSYTH: Ko. His complaint about 
the hon. me;nbcr was that he had told them 
<'xa.ctly what the Io'9 11 as, but not how he 
W;,s going to bring down the terrific dif­
ference between revenue and expenditure, 
which ,., .1s a disgrace to any Government. 
Never in the history of Queensland had there 
bc0n such a loss. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: And never 
in the history of Queensland has the world 
been going through such terrible times. 

::\Ir. FORSYTH: Thev had heard about 
losses sonH' years ago \vhen there was a 
terrible drought and when the revenue was 
reduced by £500,000 a year for two yearf'. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Do you want 
u' to ruort to the same methods? 

~fr. FORSYTH: What were they? 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The poll tax, 

the denial of classification increases. 
Mr. FORSYTH: Had a poll tax not been 

in existence for the last ten years? He was 
quite prepared to discuss that quc,tion at 
the proper time, but the pre,ent time was 
not the proper time. The Commi,>ioner said 
in his report that he had always been a 
be]i{'ver in the emplo~·ecs being paid a fair 
wage, and deprecated the payment of low 
wages to good men. He continued-

" In matters relating to employment, 
I contend that the State should set an 
example a;; the model employer: at the 
same time State employees should prove 
by interc'·t and energy in their work t~at 
State entNprise is the success they clatm 
it to be. It is understood that the unions 
consider it their dutv to see that a man 
gets what he earns." I maintain th~re­
fore that it is the duty also of the umons 
to sec that a man earns what he gets. 
Tlwre should be sincerity on the part 
of the unions in this respect." 

Now, although he does not say so, you could 
onlv arrive at one conclusion from that state­
ment, and that is that there was not sin­
ceritv on the part of the unionists; because 
if there were, whv would he put that in? 
Then, on page 30, he asks this particular 
question-

" Are we getting value for payments 
made by' the department to its servants?" 

\Vould Mr. Evans, or any sensible man, ask 
that question if he were satisfied that he was 
getting fuii value? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Of course 
he would; he might have said "Yes" im­
mediately. 

Mr. FORSYTH : What was the occasion 
for putting the statement in? As a matter 

of fact there was onlv one conclusion to be 
drawn from that remark-that there were 
some men who were not giving full 
value. He didn't mean to say that a. l":rge 
number of thE> men were not hardworkmg, 
honest men; but it was quite evident from 
this st<ttement that the Commissioner was 
not satisfied. The hon. gentleman told them 
nothing about that. He did not accept the 
recommendation. The Commissioner went 
on to talk about the work being given out 
in eo~operative gronps, and rcferrt\d to pay­
ment by results. That was contract labour. 

The SECRE1'ARY FOR RAILWAYS: Do you say 
that that is contract labour? 

'1Ir. FORSYTH: What did he call it·? 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I don't call 

it contract larour. 
Mr. FORSYTH: \Vhat d1d he mean by 

" payment by results"? Contract labour 
was payment by results. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You don't 
understand what you are saying if \"OU say 
that payment of groups is contract labour. 

~1Ir. FORSYTH: The Commissioner also 
said-

·' 'rhis would mean payment by results, 
and 'Nould give men a chance to use 
their brains as well as their muscles, and 
vvould, in nry opini.Jn, to .lw great ·Lxtent 
~educe. poJitic,~l influence and domineer­
Ing unronrsm. 

So it was quite evident, according to. ¥r. 
EYans's statement, that they had poht10al 
influence, and that that was the influence 
which was ruining the department. No one 
had any objection to paying men good 
wages; but the whole management and ad­
ministration of the department should be 
under the control of tllP Government, instead 
of being domineered by the unions. The 
Commissioner said further that thev should-

" make the men their own" masters, 
except, of course, so far as the super­
vision by the department of the co-opera­
tive work is concerned; and I trust some 
of the staff will decide on trying it." 

\Vhv did not the Minister endeavour to do 
that cla's of work and see what a man could 
do? 

Mr. COLLINS : The card system. 
Mr. H. L. HARTLEY: Do you recommend 

that system? 
Mr. FORSYTH: They collld arrive at 

some decision with regard to what was a 
fair thing for a day's work, and the men 
who were able to do more than that would 
make more money by it. The Commiss!oner 
said it would be the mear.s of obtammg 
better results in connection with the depart­
ment. Those were things which were worth 
looking into. 

Then they came to the Auditor-General's 
report. \Yhat did he say?-

" The nue~tion of appointing as a 
colleague to the Com~issioner some p~r­
son with approved busmess and financial 
qualifications is, I think, worthy of 
serious consideration.'' 

Had the hon. gentleman given t.he Hou!'e any 
idea of that? It was somethmg wh1.ch he 
(Mr. Forsvth) had argued for and tned to 
persuade "the Govern!l'ent into doing e':er 
since they had come mto power-to appmnt 
someone else, not only wit.h approved busi­
ness and financial qualificat10ns, but one who 
would be a thorough expert and would 

Mr. Forsyth.] 
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understand the details in connection with 
the department. They should let that man 
be independent, for the purpose of giving 
ideas which would bP the means of making 
the sc.cvice far more efficient and at the 
same time also try to economise. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Why did 
not you tender that advice before this Go­
vernmenl:i came in? 

Mr. FORSYTH : The Secretary for Rail­
ways had asked him a question, and he 
would answer it in one go. It was for the 
~imple reas.on that the railways were pay­
mg. A busmess man, when he found that his 
business was going back and losing money 
went through all his various department~ 
to find out if there was anv leakage and 
where he could economise. 'i'hat was what 
the hon. gentleman was asked to do in re­
spect to the Railway Department. By doing 
that it would be of enormous benefit to the 
depa.rtment. They should get a thoroughly 
qualified business man with financial quali­
fications who would be independent of 
unionism, independent even of the Govern­
ment; who would be able to give his opinion 
straight out and not be afraid that he would 
be. qischarged because of the likings of the 
Mimster or anybody else; who believed that 
what he gave out as his opinion would be 
the right thing in connection with that 
matter. Those were facts which the hon. 
gentleman could not deny. Coming again 
to the Commissioner's report, it was stated 
that the men's claims in connection with 
the last increase amounted to :£750,000. That 
was what the men expected to get, and what 
they asked for. If they were going to go 
on at that rate, what was going to result? 
The hon. gentleman must know what the 
result would be. The Minister had told 
them another remarkable thing when he 
stated that there had been an increase of 
:£200,000 in the interest bill over that of 
1914-5, while the extra mileage of railways 
was only 376. He also referred to another 
:£200,009 that the railways were losing in 
connection with the rescinding of the old 
Guarantee Act of 1906. Who had introduced 
that Act? He did not know whether the 
hon. gentleman was in the House at that 
particular time. If he was he voted for it· 
and every single membe~ of the Labou~ 
party who supported Kidston and Morgan 
at that time voted for it; and every single 
member on the Opposition side voted against 
it and did his level best not to have that 
Act passed. It was quite true, as the Min­
Ister had stated the other night that a 
great many of the lines should 'not have 
been built, and very likely it would have 
been a good thing if they had not been 
built That Bill was introduced by the 
Labour party because they were the dom­
inant party; it was introduced by them and 
passed by them, and if any blame was to 
be attached the Labour party was to blame. 
He remembered the last year the Liberal 
party was in power when someone proposed 
the repeal of the Act. He could see difficulties 
in connection with financing the affairs of 
the department consequent on the war and 
he did not approve of it. He could see 
there was going to be a great loss. But 
apart from the Guarantee Act or any other 
Act, .the Government went on' piling up ex­
penditure, and there was no buoyancy with 
regard to the revenue. What did the Trea­
surer say? He said distinctly there was no 
buoyancy; there was not that buoyancy which 

[Mr. Forsyth. 

they should have in connection with the 
Railway Department. Whether there was no 
buoyancy in connection with .the reven)le, 
there certainly was a buoyancy In connection 
with the expenditure. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Tell us what 
portion of that expenditure you would cut 
out? 

Mr. FORSYTH : It was not his business 
to tell the Minister that. Had he the whole 
of the figures at his disposal and the whole 
of the staff of the Railway Department to help 
him to find ont how he could do it? He 
(Mr. Forsyth) was only going by the report 
of the Commissioner and the statements of 
the hon. gentleman, and it was quite evident 
to him that both those men were dissatisfied 
with some of the things that had happened 
in the Railway Department. The Govern­
ment was simply sitting back and doing 
nothing. 'I'he Minister did not s-ay what 
he was going to do. He told them all about 
the loss which was going to occur. What­
ever they might say and whatever they might 
do, the one thing evident was that there 
would be increases in connection with the 
Railway Department for many years. Prior 
to 1915, every year there were increase~, not 
alone in the Railway Department but m all 
departments. But, while they had a very 
big increase-amounting to hundreds of 
thousands of pounds-yet, on the other hand, 
their revenue was buoyant and they were 
able to cover that increase. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION: 
Conditions were very different then. 

Mr. FORSYTH: Of course they were; 
because they had not then the terrifying taxa­
tion which thev had now and which was re­
tarding develo"pment. 'Where was develop­
ment taking place? ·where were the second­
ary industries springing up which they hoped 
to see ? A Sta to iron and steel works was 
going to be started. All that meant wealth 
production and it meant the employment of 
a large amount of labour. Instead of the 
Govern1nent giving any assi~tance \Vhatever 
to the general body of the people, so as to 
give them any incentive or encouragement 
to go on the land and develop the State. 
all their legislation pructically had been in 
the direction of retarding progress. The 
Treasurer said they would have to sink 
deeper and try and find what was the reason. 
He did not give any reason. Did the hon. 
gentleman in charge of that huge depart­
ment give any reason why they should try 
and bring their revPnue and expenditure 
nearer together? He agreed with what had 
been said by the hon. member for Bowen, 
but he was sure that that member must 
recognise that if they were going to have a 
loss of £1,050,000 this year, with one of 
:£740,000 last yea,·, and another of £500,000 
the year before, something wouJ.d have to be 
done to try .and improve the position. If 
that is going to continue, what would be 
the result? The Government had not shown 
the slightest sign of any effort to try and 
reduce it. They certainly were running 
slower trains, having a less number of trains 
and all that sort cf thing, but what they 
wanted was someone thoroughly qualified 
to go into tho whole business and find out 
what was the best thing to do so as to 
bring that huge department-a department 
of which they had ah,ays been proud-into 
some hotter financial position than it was at 
the present time. He trusted that the Go-



Supply. [31 OcTOBER.] Supply. 2393 

vernment would accept the advice of thE.' 
Auditor-General and appoint someone. By 
doing that they might solve the problem in 
9ome way or other. He did not anticipate 
that they would be able to square accounts. 
Most assuredly, he said if any business man, 
Dr business firm, with a capital of £40,000,008 
on which to work could not make some 
economies when they were losing so much, 
they would not deserve the name of business 
men. 

A GovER~~iENT JIIIE~!BER : \Vhy does not the 
Commissioner do it? 

Mr. FORSYTH: As a matter of fact, the 
whole business had been taken out of the 
hands •lf the Commissioner. The wages had 
been fixed by the Arbitration Court, and he 
had to carry out the policy of the Govern­
ment, which migbt not be the same as his 
own. He did not mind increases of wages 
being granted, but if they were going to have 
increases they should at the same time try 
to economise in some way or other so that 
taxation should be rRlieved in a measure 
in connection with that great department. 
Never in the history of Queensland had the 
.Railway Department been in such a terrible 
mess as it was at the present time. Never 
,had there been such a. terrible loss in that 
department; and each year as they went on 
":'ith the Labour party in power it was get­
tm&' worse:-at any rate, there was no sign 
of rts _gcttmg better. There was one thing 
to whrch he wanted to refer before he sat 
down. They knew that stores were going 
to increase in conn<'ction with the war and 
it would have been a good thing to 'have 
looked ahead in regaNJ to matters of that 
sort and ~o ha; ve spent money in getting out 
stores whrch, m the early stages, they could 
have got '?ut at a much lower price than they 
were paymg now. They would thus have 
,saved the Government and the department 
thousands of pounds. He advised the 

:Minister to give his attention. 
[4.30 p.m.] with the e,id of the Commis:. 

sioner and his officers to the 
question of seeing whether they cou'ld not in 
some way or another reduce the loss to a 
much more reasonable figure than it was. 
If they did that it would be a very good 
thing for the Railway Department. 

. Mr. H. L. HARTLE.Y (Fitzroy): He had 
listened to a good deal of criticism at 
-different times from the hon. member for 
Murrumba, and particularly on this vote, 
but he had never ye: heard the hen. member 
offer an"· constructive or definite proposa,l. 
{Hear, hear!) If the hen. gentleman had 
suffit;ic_nt a!:>ility to. criticise adversely the 
admmrstratron of th1s Government in connec­
tion with the Railwsy Department, he ought 
to be able to show where, in his opinion, 
they had departed from sound financial 
:nanagemc_nt. b:It the hon. member simply 
mdulged m vmled slander against one .of 
the fineot bodiAs of workers in the State of 
·Queensland. 

Mr. FoRSYTH: I h,:n·e not said one single 
word against them. 

Mr. H. L. HARTLEY : It was a veiled 
reference·: but it was there all the time. In 
commentmg on the Commissioner's report. 
page 30, as regards the operation of 
unionism in the Railway Department the 
hen. member said-he ha-d taken the' hen 
member's words •down-that the only conclu: 
J>ion that could be come to was that there 
was not sincerity of service on the part of 
the Railway Commissioner's employees. 

Then the hen. member went on to refer to 
the butty-gang system. What did that sys­
tl'm fine itself down to in opPration when all 
was sai·d and done? Tt waB a bad system, 
which had been abolish<'d in many o£ the older 
countries. It simply meant the forming of 
workers into groups, pitting men, with par· 
ticularly high qualifications in the tr'ade 
they were m and of great physical stamina 
and endurance, to race against gangs of 
weaker men. Boiled down, it meant the 
survival of the fittest and the elimination of 
the weakest altogether. 

Mr. FORSYTH: That is not the opinion of 
the Commissioner, anyhow. 

Mr. H. L. HARTLEY: He did not think 
much of the Commissioner's ability to give 
an opinion on that question, because the past 
administration of the railways went to prove 
that the railway workers were a very secon­
dary-nay, the last-consideration in the 
Commissioner's mind when considering the 
management of the railways. The thing 
was to make them pay at any price. No 
matter how small a wage was paid to the 
railway employees, the consideration was to 
get a return on the expenditure incurred i.n 
connection with the railways. 

The hon. member for Murrumba also prac­
tically inferred that there was political inter­
ference with the Commissioner. 

Mr. FoRSYTH: I did not say so-I quoted 
his speech. 

Mr. H. L. HARTLEY: The hen. member 
practically endorsed it. He recommended, 
in line with the Auditor-General's recom­
mendation, the appointment of another Com­
missioner, thus piling highly paid officials on 
the top of other highly paid officials, and 
making a bigger load all the time. The 
trouble with the railways was that there was 
not enough Government control of the Rail­
way Commissioner, and he hoped that at 
some future time the Railway Act would 
be amended so as to make the Railway 
Commissioner absolutely amenable to the Go­
vernment, who were responsible to the people 
for the running of the railways, and who 
should be able to put their svstem into 
operation in order to make the railways pay. 
If thev did not make the railways pay­
not th~t that was the biggest consideration 
-they should legitimately have to answer for 
it. The hen. member for Murrumba care­
fully kept away from the consideration of 
some of the causes that went to bring about 
a lo.cs on the railways at the present time. 
Anyone who read through the Commissioner's 
report, and compared the revenue with the 
revenue in previous years. would see that it 
was absolutely impossible to make any 
charge with any body of truth in it at. all 
that the railway employees we;e responsrble, 
because there had been a brgger revenue 
earned than in any previous year. There had 
been a big increase in the North and Centre, 
and a decrease in the South; but on the 
whole there had been an increase in the 
railway revenl!e this year as compared with 
last year. If there was any slackening off 
or any attempt to shirk their work by the 
railway employees, it would be immediately 
shown in the revenue-earning capabilities of 
the railway. \Vhen they had an increase 
thev could not legitimately say there had 
been any falling-off on account of insin­
cerity of service by the workers. He 
wanted to call attention to the fact that 
when this Government came into power they 

Jfr. H. L. Hartley.] 
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gaY<-' an in .:_'ease to the railway servants, 
a!.1cng t others, that had been denied to 
them preTiously. They gave them an 8!.­
increase on the then classification rates of 
pa:'. That contributed to an increa··ed cost 
i,l the wagc·,-sheet of the },\ailway Depart­
ment to the extent of £132,000. In addition 
to that, t;.ere v. '' the ::11cCawley award, 
·.d1ich t;a " an increased cc,,t of £445,000. 
Ju-t before this Government c;une into po,ver 
1hc late Gov.!rnment, in the la .. t month of 
their rcgimc~o:._~ rather in the fe\'i' 1vceks 
while they held offic~ pending the selection of 
the C<Lbinet-they gave payment of overtime 
rates at time and a-auarter and time and rr­
half. They had had ~n opportunity for three 
years )m_ viously to do \·hat, but h .•. d not done 
it; and only ju·-t as this Government came 
iato pov,\._.r the"~. gave them that concession. 
The hon. member for Burrum was l\Iinister 
for Railwavc at the time. That conceseion 
fausc:·d. an Increased cost against the railway 
reYcnue of £47,000, making a total of 
£624.0ro. Hon. members oppnite said that 
the increased rates shoul-d not be paid to 
raihcay employees, and that they were not 
entitled to it; but it was due to an award 
of the Arbitration Court. which increase-d the 
railwav ratcJ oYer and above what this Go­
vernm(mt had previously increased them. He 
maintained that men who were doing such 
a .. cryicc in a State enterprise were entitled 
to the incl'ea-=-es given. 

There was another increase which the hon. 
memh<•r for :Yiurrumba forgot to mention­
that W1- tlw increased cost of coal. In ac­
cordance with a motion by the Chairman, a 
return was laid on the table of the House 
showing the increased prices which had to 
be paid for commoditie,. There was a 
general averag·e increa '~e ~n the price of 
coal last ye'lr of 4s. a ton on 387 517 tons of 
coal, whid1 c~used an increased cost of 
£77,5Cn. In addition to that, hon. members 
vcoulcl see from the Commiesioner's report 
that there wa.s £25.000 extra payable in 
wages on account of flood damage in the 
various diYisions of the State. There was 
also another £28.000 extra which had to be 
paid on account of repairs which wore taken 
on in the railway workshops through the 
shortnecs o£ material caused by the war. 
They had to take on those repairs on account 
of being unable to get material. and they 
had to get on as best they could through the 
war shortening their supplies. The total 
extra cost was £754,000 

'rhere was another thing which would 
show the trPmendous increase in the price of 
material, and which had incrc<csed the c<Jst 
of running the railways. On page 9 of the 
report a list of items was given, and he 
would jmt mention one or two. Carbide 
in 1914-15 was £14 per ton, but in 1916-17 
it was £58 per ton. Steel rails in 1914-15 
were £7 10s. per ton, and in 1916-17 were 
£22 per ton. Iron was £11 6s. Sd. per t<Jn 
in 1914-15. and now it was £26 a ton. Steel 
plak, were £9 9s. Sd. a ton in 1914-15, and 
last year they were £36 a ton. Flat spring 
steel was £13 a ton in 1914-15 and last year 
£48 per ton. The incre.a'·e ran in some cases 
to 100 per cent. and up to 300 per cent., and 
then all the increases on materials that 
should have been mentioned had not been 
rderr·•d to by the Commissioner. It was a 
slander against the workers to charge them 
with the extra cost in the face of those 
incrca:;::I?S. 

[211r. H. L. Hartley. 

There was another matter whictt he wished 
to refer to, as mentioned on pag-e 6 of the 
report, which showed that the loss on the 
railwavs had be0n occasioned through the 
loss on most of the Southern linos, practi­
cally the <1gricultural lines of the St_;.te The 
paragmph read-

" In connection with the deficit on the 
year's working of £734,997, I de,,ir~ to 
state that the tclta1 loss on those sectwns 
of raihny that did not pay interest and 
workin~ expen~.e.s during the cJ.1cndar 
vear of 1916 amounted to £765.332. Of 
these, thirty-seycn sections failed .to earn 
sufflcient rcrcnue to pay 1.vork1ng ex­
penses and interest . on ca~ital, >;nd 
thirtv-three other sectwno, wh1le payH-g 
>vorking expenses, failed to pay full 
int,,rcst. 

"It will therefore, be seen that the 
lines which did not pay resulteci in the 
loss of a greater sum th;m the deficit 
shown. in wq;king the railwa:-s last 
fmanCial year. 

There was the <'xplanation of where the loss 
on th<) r-ailwavs \Vas cmning fro1n. It was 
becau•·e a nun1ber of political lines were con­
structed. and they did not pay working _ex­
pensC'·'· Some paid a pereentage of workmg 
expenses, but did not pay int-erest and 
redemption. 

~Ir. Yl:OORE: You want to add ~o th.:tt 
loss by the Cannindah line, which will only 
pay ~ per cent. 

Mr. H. L. HARTLEY: That was a .-ery 
intcr(;<tlno- interjection. The hon. member 
for Mount Morgan, when speaking the. other 
night, showed that mining railwa:·s pmd the 
highest rates per cent., oyer and above w':'rk­
ing expenees and interest and redemption. 
That could be seen when they comp1.red the 
revenue earned in the North '\ ith th0 revenue 
earned in the South. The Xorth and Central 
divisions incrca(";ed their revenue lB.st year 
to the extent of £116.051, while in the Sou~h 
the revenue .decreased by £28.776. The m­
crease in expenditure on the rai]w,,ys in the 
North and Centre combined wa' not equal to 
the increased expenditure in the Southern 
Division. The expenditure in the North and 
Centre was £110.235 and in the South 1t was 
£139,94L or .£29, 700 more than th<' Centre 
and North put together, and yd those systems 
in the Xorth and Centre were pay1ng the 
biggest return on the QueenslaC~d rail ways. 
These were some of the lines that were not 
paying full v. m· king expenses :-

"The following sections paid working 
expenses but did not return full interest 
on capital:-

" Southern Division.-Toowoombe. to 
\Vallangarra, £3 7s. 5d. per cent.: Too­
woomba to Cunnamulla, 19s. 4d. per 
cent. ; \Vestgat0 to Cheepie, £1 Ss. 1d. 
per cent. ; Warwick to Dirranbandi, £1 
7s. lld. per cent.; South Brisbane to 
Southpori, 10s. 2d. per ceHt. ; Ernest 
Junction to Tweed Heads, £1 19s. 1d. 
per cent.; Park Roa.d to Manly, £1 4s, 
lld. per cent. ; Brisbane to Sandgat_e, 
£2 18s. 2d. per cent.; Cabooltme to Kil­
cov 16s. 2d. per cent. ; Gvmpie to Mary­
bo'i·~ugh, £1 6s. Sd. per cent.; Theebine 
to N an an go, 5s. 4d. per cent. ; Mungar 
Junction to Mun<Iubbera, 83. 2d. per 
cent. ; Croydon Junction to Bundaberg, 
£2 10s. per cent.; North Bundaberg to 
Mount Perry, 4s. 3d. per cent. ; Bunda­
berg to Yandaran, £1 2s. lld. per cent. 
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"The follmving sections paid neither 
\Vorking expenses nor intcrp,,t on 
ca;1ital :-

'· IY:,-rccma to J\lillmcrran. \Varwick 
to :Uar, vale, Killarnev .J~nction to 
Killar:w.v, Pengarrv Junction to Cro\v's 
2\cst, Oal:ro:. to Ev,1nslea. Da lby to Tar a, 
Dalby to Bell, Bcthania Junction to 
Beaudc_,ert, _?)Ianly to C]e~v~eland. Isis 
Junctjon to Dallarnil.'' · 

The Commir,-ioner fo,- Railwa,·s ''1id the loss 
on tho"" lines was gro1tn than the deficit 
for la t year, ·>llld that is what thcv had to 
face wh~n they came to consider how they 
'''ere '"'.'Olng t() 1nake the ruihvay·-:. lJa""~-. That 
was th ·. ,crnx of the: question; 'not l{ow they 
wcr,,-, ~ro;11g to . s~weu t _the railway mnployces 
to pay ror poht!c :cl luw, that past Gm·ern­
ments lmrlt for their political fri•·nds. In 
the past prc-yious .Adrninisb.'1tions sweated 
the \Yo~·ln··.s fo -pa~v for the }c.')). I"': , .... as put 
prcth planHv m the re;.ort for this year. 
Tlw loss on tho ~ linH was g-reater thm1 the 
drJ'cit. and the quc:;tion wa~ to make tho- , 
lines JPV. There' were several wavs in which 
those diffeultics could be md. li.rst bv ,,et· 
ting the land 1n;~re into use ::Jlong r.henl. '~ith 
a land ta'' which "·ill make the hnd-grabbcrs 
sell the land in:Jtead of running a few head 
of cattle on it. Another wa,· was the wav 
the Commis ·ioner anrl the R·ai!v.·<ly Dep.·, rf­
ment le •d already entered on. 'lnd if thev 
sp_cnt £30,000 Ol' £40,000 in experiments, even 
wrthout n~uit, i'he:· would be justified. but 
thE> results so far justified the constrndion 
of a lip;ht rwtor service the mme as thev 
had on the Cooktov;n line and on anotlw'r 
in the south-west, light rnotor locomotives 
and li?,ht "'.vagons that. would run at a re­
duced co·t a~ainst. the hip; heavy engines 
the;~· had now. Another thino- he would sug-­
&;cst to the Commi-;sioner a;d the ::Vlinister 
was ihd they encourage the whole of the 
rank and fil•, tn offer su"'o-estions for the 
improvement of the rolling-~tock. 

GO\'ER:-Ii\IENT l\!IEi\lBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Tl,e- SECRETAR1 FOR RAIL"AYS: I'Ve have 

th•,t now, 

::Vh .. H. L. HARTLEY: He was glad to 
hear it, but he did not knmY it was in opera­
tion. It chculcl be mo,de more widdv 
known. V{hcre nn employee 'Y<·s prepared 
to come forward and offer a suggestion for 
the _improve··nent of anything in the way of 
rollmg-stock, anything on the engines that 
would reduce the cost in the expenditure 
<;m coal, oil_, or tallow, or anything used 
m the runmn&; of the engines, they should 
r~nderstand th~t for a tangible, well-con­
srdcred suggestron he should get a reward 
and if it was adopted, he should get ~ 
pc rmanont reward in the return gained bv 
the, information. " 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Not onlv 
do we do that, but we assist them with 
money to work out their designs. 
. Colonel RANKIN (Burr11m): He thought 
It would be extremelv difficult to conceive of 
anythi_nl;i wcnker th~n the speech delivered by 
the Mrm~t?r for Railways in moving the vat<' 
-the Mmr~ter of_ a most important depart­
ment. dealmg wrth a public utilitv which 
rcp;·esents something like £40,000,000 of our 
national debt, . a. department which, owing 
to the maladmrmstration of the present Go­
;·crnmcnt. had burdened the State financially 
rn a way that had never before been ex­
perienced. They on that side of the House 
looked for an explanation to be made by 

the :Minister os to how he was going to 
1 '.ecm the position. What did they find? 
They found in the speech of the Minister 
a en·tain amount of explanation of the figures 
contained in the Commissioner's report. The 
balance of the speech was more or less m<tde 
up of criticising the previous Government. 
:\'ot one single syllable, not one single idea, 
had been disclosed bv the Minister as to 
bow he was going to 'improve the position. 
After all, that was what they were anxious 
about. 'rhey were not concerned y,ith past 
hic·tOl"' but thev were closely concerned 
,yith tl;e future history of the Railway De­
partment and the administration of l;~e do­
par .ncnt. 0l'e speaker-he thought rt was 
the hon member for Bowen-said the Go­
vorn:ner;t stood for efficiency. In his opinion, 
the Government stood for deficienl'Y; deHcits 
in Pvcrv department had been characteristic 
of the ·present Administration. The rail­
wa;; were their· most valuable asset, an 
, .. ,(,t whid1, up to the ad,-ent of the present 
Gowrnment had been not only able to 
pc y its wa0.: but to contribute from t~me to 
time something to the revenue, but 111 the• 
hands of the,, prE < nt Government it had 
practically gone from bad to worce, until now 
the JYiinister came forward and s;ave them 
an assurance that if the;~· passed his Esti­
mates he would have a defieit of £1,050.000 
JV'xt vear. \V a,, there aw,·thing in the speech 
of th~ hon. member as to how he was going 
t0 meet the position? There was not a 
single sentence in his speech, nor in the 
speech of anv supporter on that side, to 
show how the deHciencv was to be made 
g-ood. IV ere 1.heY to continue goi':g from 
bad to ,. orse? \Vas the present attitude of 
tlw Government towards that department, 
the attitude y:hich had been shown by them 
ever sine,· they came into power. to continue? 
There wcs nothing to indicate. ~hat any 
change was to be made. The Mrm ter had 
not• even given them an;;: reasonab.le <'Xcuse 
for this tremendous deficrt. Prachcally the 
whole text of his reasoning seemed to be 
that it was owing to the increased cost of 
material throurrh the war, owing to the de­
erease in shipping, and owing to industrial 
'rouble. and so on. 

The S:'CRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Did I not 
tc•ll you anything about the cost of fuel? 

Colonel RA:'\KIX: Was that not material? 
He said that- tlw Minister referred to the in­
creased cost of m· a terial, and those were 
the onlv ta.ngible thing-s he put his finger 
on. He \\'ould read the difference in the 
fhurcs in regard to those commodities. In 
1914, the expenditure on coal was £195.000; 
in 1917. it had increased to £244.000, a 
r\ifference of. roughlv. £49.000. Water in 
1914 coet £33.000, an'd in 1917 it increased 
to £39.000. an increase of £6.000. Oil cost in 
1914 £13,000, rrnd in 1917 £24.000. The 
difference in the exnenditure on those items, 
the only items specified in the Commissioner's 
rrnort, or in the speech of the hon. the 
1\fini~tcr, amounted only to £66,000. 

Mr. H. L. HARTLEY: Now look at the 
difference in the prices, on page 9 of the 
report. 

r<oloncl RA~KIX: The Minister could not 
nsk thPm to accept that as an explanation 
for converting a payable concern into a 
non-payable concern. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: When was 
it a payable concern 1 

Colonel Rankin.] 
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Colonel RANKIN : It was a payable con­
cern up to the end of the Liberal Adminis­
tration. He would quote from the Auditor­
General's report certain figures he used in 
the debate on the Financial Statement. They 
would bear repetition, because they abso­
lutely refuted the statements of hon. mem­
bers opposite as an explanation of the reasons 
of the deficiency. They found, for instance, 
that the return on capital invested in 1912-
13 was £3 Ss. Sd. In 1913-14 it was £3 
12s. 2d., and in 1914-15 £3 16s. 7d., but in 
1915-16-the first year of the Labour Ad­
ministration-it dropped to £2 lls. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: What about 
the drought? 

Colonel RANKIN: The Minister now tried 
to change his ground, a.nd put it down to the 
drought. The effect of the drought would 
b~ to reduce the earning power, but instead 
of that, they had last year the highest 
revenue in the history of the Queensland 
railways. Did that look like a drought 1 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: That is not 
so. It is not the largest revenue. It is the 
largest revenue with a far larger expendi­
ture, owing to the drought. 

Colonel RANKii\r: He would quote again 
from the Auditor-General's report. He said 
"Notwithstanding that the earning of last 
year constituted a record, the return on the 
capit,~l invested ,was only £2 1s. 5d. per 
cent. What was the meaning of that? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: That means 
that the Railway Department in order to 
save the stock in the State, e~pended more 
money in order to earn that revenue. 

Colonel RANKIN: Wha.t mattered it what 
object he had-whether he wa.s running trains 
to carry starving stock or to carry sugar or 
coal-it actually meant that the traffic was 
there, and the fact remained that the 
earnings of the railways was there and 
notwithstanding what the Minister s'aid t~ 
the contrary, he had during last year a 
record income from the railways, but still 
showed a loss of £700,000. 

Th<> SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION: 
The expenses were greater. 

Colon <'I RANKIN : The only expenses he 
had been able to place his finger on were 
those he had mentioned, a.nd they accounted 
for about £66,000. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The in­
creases to the staff accounted for £230,000. 

Colonol RANKIN: The Minister asked 
them to accept that as a reason for the 
deficiency. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAII,WAYS: You do not 
know anything about it. 

Colonel RANKIN: It was not a question 
of his knowing anything about it, but a 
question of what the hon. gentlema.n knew. 
He would read just what the Minister said-

" The reasons why that extra. amount 
\Yas required had been plainly set forth 
in the Commissioner's report of this year, 
and were flood damages, the increased 
cost of coal, and the increased cost of 
stores." 

Was that not what he said? The non. 
member's speech was made up practically of 
information of which they were already in 

possession. 'When they came to 
[5 p.m.] boil the thing down, they were 

not so very much concerned with 
what had passed, but with the future, and 

[Colonel Rankin. 

the State had the right to demand from the 
Minister what steps he proposed to ta.ke to 
make this public utility a pa.ying concern, or, 
at all events, to make it pay its way and 
remove an enormous burden of taxa.tion which 
it was responsible for placing on the 
shoulders of the people of Queensland. They 
had the a.ssurance of the Minister tha.t the 
railways were run on economic lines-

" The railways were going to produce 
wealth, and he had no doubt at all that 
by pursuing the course of economy that 
the Railway Department were pursuing, 
and had been pursuing for some time 
past they would be able to squa.re the 
ledg'er before very long, provided, of 
course, that the abnormal atmosphere 
in which they were living at the present 
time .did not continue." 

.And later on he said-
" The Government were practising 

economy to-day in a scientific manner." 
There was a touch of the Minister for Educa­
tion about those words. The other night he 
told them that they were being taxed scien­
tifically. He (Colonel Rankin) pointe~ o~t 
that they were killing the country sCienti­
fically. Now the Minister said that that was 
the perfect way of doing these things. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION: 
l'\o, I did not say that. 

Colonel RANKIN: Well, then, the more 
efficient way which practically meant the 
same thing. ' He practically said that tha.t 
way was by issuing Treasury notes. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
I did not say that. 

Colonel RANKIN: They had the assurance 
that they were being taxed scientifically, and 
now the Minister for Railwa.ys told. th~m 
thev were having a.n example of smentific 
economy. If that was scientific .economy, 
then God preserve Queensland from It ! They 
did not want that form of economy.. They 
wanted economy that was characterised by 
soundness of administration; the economy of 
men who made 20s. before they spent 20s. 
The hon. member asked, " '\Vha.t would you 
do?" The first thing he would do would 
be to put a Government in power who had 
some business abilitv and knew how to run 
the countrv. That ·was what the people of 
Queensland ought to do. They would never 
get the railways run as they should be run 
until they had that, and the pe.ople of 
Queonslar:d :were begin!ling to see It ; they 
were begmnmg to reahse that a.ny Govern­
ment who ha.d the cool effrontery to come 
in with Estimates and tell them that they 
could only promise that next year th:'Y would 
have a big-ger deficit than th8 previOus one, 
were not fit to remain in power. 

If the Government would only adopt a 
policy that would popularis~ the r~ilw!'ys 
instead of a policy of practically cripplmg 
traffic there might be some hope for. them. 
He was going to give one illustration of 
how they acted to the contrary, and that was 
in his own electorate. They had a deep­
water port at Urangan, whi?h had .been 
decried by hon. membere opposi.te prac;twally 
ever since it had been mentiOned m the 
House although it had shown its usefulness 
and its capabilities. If it . were pos­
sible to develop thap port. to Its ~est ad­
vantage somethin!l' mi~ht be don!" t'? mcrease 
the railway earmngs m that district. Just 
recently, as most hon. members were aware, 
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there had been a tremendous congestion of 
sugar along the seaboard owing to shipping 
troubles. Urangan

1 
owing to its having a 

deeper entrance tnan other ports in the 
immediate neighbourhood, had been selected 
as the port for shipping sugar from that 
district. A vessel of some 6,000 tons was 
promised by the Commonwealth Government 
and was at present loading there. One would 
have thought that this was an opportunity, 
not only to advertise the suitability of the 
port and the character of the whole district­
not ol'ily to show to the outside world that 
here was a place where they could send a 
deep-water ship with perfect ;,afety-but also 
of encouraging traffic on the rail ways. But, 
instead of giving a reasonable rate of freight, 
the Railway Department practically placed 
upon it a prohibitive r«te. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You want 
to reduce rates? 

Colonel RANKI~ : He could quite under­
stand that the Minister was not in favour 
of giving the farmer any reduction in 
freights. When it came to increasing the 
burden on the man on the land, the Min­
ister for Railways, and his colleagues, were 
all there to squeeze every penny out of him. 
That was the very policy that was showing 
its effect in a diminished return and in­
creased losses on our railways. The Rail­
way Department imposed a freight on sugar 
from Cordalba to Urangan of 8s. lld. per 
ton, plus 2s. 6d. per truck haulage, which 
ran out at something between 9s. and 10s. 
per ton. That was for a distance of 59 
miles. That sugar could have been carried 
from Cordalba to Brisbane, a distance of 
210 miles, for something in the neighbour­
hood of 14s. per ton. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pt:BLIC INSTRUCTION : 
Your own Government did that. 

Colonel RANKIN: Urangan as a port was 
not opened in the time of his Government. 
That was how the present Government were 
making their lines pay-by killing traffic ! 
He supposed the same thing would apply 
also as to the supply of coal, which he had 
already mentioned in the House. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
Your Government established a special rate 
to Brisbane. 

Colonel RANKIN: He was giving the 
relative prices. If the Government were 
anxious to develop our railways-and after 
all, they were like any other live b~siness, 
they must either develop, stagnate, or go 
back-they would encourage traffic. In the 
case of the present Government it had been 
neither stagnation nor development but 
retrogression of the worst type. ' 

There was one other matter to which he 
wished to refer. They all knew that the 
cost of commodities had gone up, coal 
amongst the number, but the Minister had 
been largely responsible for the increase in 
the cost of coal as far as the railways were 
concerned. They knew that, merely in otder 
to penalise a certain electorate, they carried 
coal a distance of over 200 miles from Ips­
wich to the Maryborough district rather 
than pay the 3s. 6d. per ton difference in 
the price. 

The SE,CRETARY _FOR RAILWAYS: Than pay 
an exorbitant priCe to your people. 

Colonel RANKIN: If that were one of 
their methods of scientific economy, then 

might they say " From scientific economy, 
good Lord deliver us ! " He had not the 
shadow of a doubt that that was typical of 
them. Was the Minister prepared to say 
that the difference in the conditions at the 
Burrum and Ipswich did not justify a dif­
ference of 3s. 6d. a ton? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: No, they 
did not. 

Colonel RANKIN : Of course they did. 
They knew perfectly we]] that those matters 
had been subject to the control of the Fede­
ral Government under the War Precautions 
Act, and yet the Minister-who was as inno­
cent of any knowledge of that particular 
matter as a child unborn-said that that 3s. 
6d. per ton justified the Government in carry­
ing coal from Ipswich to Maryborough. He 
challenged the Minister to prove his date­
ment. He was prepared to show that it cost 
more to produce a ton of coal than at Ips­
wich, and he was wii!ing to make any offer 
he liked in substantiation of his statement. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Some of 
your people offered to give us some coal 
until the mil1s started-only making a con­
venience of the department. 

Colonel RANKIN: Again the Minister 
was making a statement that was unfair. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I have it in 
black ~Lnd white. 

Colonel RANKIN : The incident to which 
he referred-and the Minister ought to know 
it-dated back to Ma;v of 1916. There was 
no talk of mills startmg at that time. He 
could bring documentary evidence to show 
that the department declined to take coal 
which was offered to them without any con­
ditions being attached to it, and the Min­
ister knew it. Those were one or two rea­
sons why they had financial chaos in the 
administration of the department, whieh, 
instead of being a millstone round the necks 
of the people, should be a paying concern­
something to help in the development of 
their country and to assist in removing from 
the people. the heavy burden of taxation 
which the present Government had, through 
their maladrninistration, seen fit to impose 
upon them. 

Mr. \VEIR (Jlaryborough): He did not 
intend to cond0mn the Commissioner for 
Railway.'. Had he so intended, all he need 
have done was to use some of the arguments 
used bv the hon. member for Mm·rumba in 
his speech. They would recollect that the 
hon. member for ~\1urrumba had quoted 
yarious questions which the Commissioner had 
asked in his report. He was just going to 
say, in passing, that the hon. member for 
Bowen had compared the earning power of 
the ordinary workers with those at the head 
of the Railway Department; not only that 
department, but all other departments. It 
occurred to his mind at the present time that 
the soldier-of whom they heard so much 
from hon. gentlemen opposite-was rated­
according to their methods of rating-at 
twenty-two and a-half times less than the 
present Commissioner for Railways; that was 
about the comparative rating. That wa.s 
only just a passing reference to show on 
what plane those people were prepared to 
p1;t their own _Particular class, as compared 
With the worlnng class generally. Now if 
there was anything on which they c~uld 
condemn ihe Commissioner, it was the 
questions which he had asked in his an­
nual report, and the reference made in 

Mr. Weir.] 
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the Auditor-G_eneral's report to the necbsity 
for the app?mtment of a financial expert. 
He had m hts mind :hat at the pr~scnt time 
there y.;as att3chcd to th£: Co1nn1is,)ionor's 
staff a branch of financial expertc in the 
Chief Accountant's lmmch. They l'earnt at 
this late hour that that staff did not contain 
a finan":al expert. Certainly, to sa\· the least 
of it, that rdlcctcd on wmebody." He was 
not going to s 'v that the Chief Accountant'.< 
branch '\as such a disrnal failure; but he 
was gomg to say that if they looked ba'"k 
into ancient history they found out the 
necessity for all this resurrection of the 
Railway Department in oo far as the manage­
ment wac, cone Tnl'.l. B.nd which had not de­
veloped during the years the Labour Go­
Yernment had been in power. He had in 
his mind some glaring inctances that had 
occurred during the ti1ne hon. gentlen1en 
opposite had been in power, which showed 
-to him at least-that something should havCl 
been done then to effectively handle the Rail­
'vay Departme1•t. \Yho had forgottiln the 
purchase of the ::VIcKecn cars? He re­
membered ·roll, in I;1swirh, when there v. as 
an ants-nest track beaten from the top office 
to the shop to watch the working of the 
McKeen cars. 'I'hc hon. member for Bm·rum 
would rf'member it. If he understood right, 
it wa- during the period he »·as :'tlini-ter for 
Railways, or shortlv before that. At all 
events, he was one of those who stood 
amc>lgst the men and hem•d the mechanics 
condemn the :1IcKeen cars, as there was so 
little chance of their being a success. Yet 
the :ncchanical experts on the top of the 
hill pa·sed them. And it wao generally 
accepted that it was the late Commissioner­
Mr. Thallon-vcho was responsible for pass­
ing them. He thought, in fairness to :'Ylr. 
TheJlon, it should be s~id-and he was going 
to say it so that he would be challenged if 
it were not correct-that the contract for 
those cars was not accepted until after Mr. 
Thallon died. If that was so, somebody cls • 
must haYe been rc<ponsihle for the i\1cKeen 
cars. The only tlteration made in the design 
of the McKeen <.us was made b1· )[r. Chas. 
;pemherton. present Deputy Con mi8'ioner 
m Rockhamp'ort. He Luggest0d some slight 
trivial alteration so that they C8uld run 
effectiv<?ly. vVhcre had they run to? They 
had run on to the serapheap in less than 
three years. Those were the sort of things 
that ought to have been inquired into, 
because of the money that had been snent on 
them. \Yas that the only one? Did the hon. 
member for Carnarvon or the members for 
various districts in that localit:v forget the 
incident in connection with the Renard road 
train? Where had it gone? It had run into 
a rut out Inglewood way, or had been 
placed under tarpaulins in one of the sheds 
with a notice put np, " Don't look under 
here or you will see something which was 
left to us by a Liberal Government." (Laugh­
t.er.). 'rhe.v did not inquire into these things, 
but J nst touch the question of increasing the 
:vork_ers' wa\l'es, and they were hauled up for 
mqmry strarght away. Did they forget the 
sn:ash they had at the J::ottom of the Range? 
Dtd thE'y forg<;>t the other one they had at 
Redbank and m ·dozens of places in various 
localitieB? What special action had been 
taken in those cases? He was not going to 
saY that any special action should have been 
taken. He was not one of those v>ho believed 
that because a man had an accident in rail­
road work he should be at all times hounded 
down by any party, or any Government. 

[Mr. We~·r. 

But if those miotakr··· had occuned under 
this Government it would not have been taken 
quietly. They would have heard such a 
row from the other side that he ventured tD 
say woul·d have h<?en heard out in the middle 
of the road. He wa' not going to say that 
the fac~ of those things occurring should have 
caused an inquiry in those days; but they 
should not w ,tit until 1915, until the Labour 
Government came along, and then raise a 
howl when they tried to increase the earn­
ing power of the bottom dog. There were 
various other thinQ; which would bear criti­
cism. In years goiw by there was a, system 
-there was nO\. -of building carriages under 
the supervision directlY of the Chief ::Yiecha­
nieal Engin0er ar d. i;clir-cctlv of the Com­
missioner. In 1902 h~ fou~d they had a 
special dass of mbnrban cm' built. If he 
remcmb8rccl rightly, ~~Ir. Nutt was the Chief 
:'vlechanical Engineer at that time. In his 
report for 1902 he stated-

" A new style 0f carriage is now being 
introduced for snburb:tn traffic-the same 
as Kew South \\'ales has had running to 
and from Sydney for many years. It 
will be greatly appru:iated bv the travel­
ling public, and will be found more 
elastic for holidav traffic than the side­
door carriage bitherto in use." 

'They would see there the comparison be­
tween the two types of suburban cars-the 
one he wa.s cpeaking of and that which was 
called the side-door suburban car. In 1902 
those experts said the side-door suburban 
cars were not mere suitable than the corri­
dor cars. To-day in the railway shops of 
Queensland they were spending thousands of 
pounds to pull those cars to pieces. vVhose 
fault was that? Was that the fault of the 
workmen? \Vas that a waste of money that 
the workmen could be taxed with? He 
runPmbered dist_inctly seeing those particular 
cars pulled to pwces at a cost of £600, £700, 
£800, and put on to long distance runs to 
Dirranbandi and various other lines; and 
suburban traffic was being carried on with 
carriag<'s having ,ide doors and carrying 
ninety passengers, with an increased weight 
of only about a ton. I-Ie ·was not going to 
condemn the system which prevailed in those 
days of railway management. The sy·Jtem 
was not any better. to-day-not one iota-as 
far as the management was concerned. It 
was rot possible for a Labour Ga vernment 
to undo in three years what had taken thirtv 
yeau to do under Liberal GoYernments. The 
same management was there to-day, and had 
to be handled by the Labour Government; 
and it was being handled by the Labour Go­
Yernment. They were handling the question 
of mismanagement every day; and what was 
it? Nothing but a legacy which had been 
left to them b:v those people by whom they 
were now being criticised. They talked 
about political influence being brought to 
bear on the Commissioner. The Commis­
sioner was protected by an Act such as no 
other Commissioner he knew of was pro­
tccted by. He could flaunt the Minister for 
Railways at any time. He (Mr. Weir) was 
not going to pry into the busineso of the 
Minister or the Commis,;ioncr and suggest 
that he did so; but he would ca:v that the 
Act enabled him to do it. While that sort 
of thing was carried on, they could not 
expect to get the best out of anything. His 
conception was that the member for Fitzroy 
was on the right track when he suggested 
that the Commissioner should be directly 
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tmbserviwt to the Minister of the day, so 
that the Government of the day could be 
held directly responsible for what was being 
done. \Vhat he blamed the Commissioner for 
was not that he drew £2.250 a vear but 
that he did so and in his annual repo;·t all 
he could do to make a better state of affairs 
was to ask question,. \Vhy did he ask those 
questions 1 It seemed to him that the very 
re tson '·as to give hon. members like the 
hon .. r::<~n;ber £or Illurrumba the privilege 
of cnttcismg the Government. \Vhy was he 
not honourable enough to taAJkle those things? 
There was no case in the Queensland rail­
ways to-day that he knew of where the Com­
missioner himself had sacked a man for 
incompetency. The Act allowed him to do 
it. Railway men generally had the right of 
appeal against everybody else's decision, but 
they had not that right of appeal against 
the Commissioner's decision. The Commis­
~~oner had a right to go along and say, 

Put on yonr hat and go," and no appeal 
lay under the Act against the Commis­
sioner's decision. The fact that he had not 
done it hc, considered was a guarantee that 
there wa' no necessity for doing it. There 
was no practica.l reason and no argument in 
favour of doing such a thing, because the 
men working under him were doing "their 
bit,'' and always had been. He knew why 
they were not turning out work as they 
ought. and he. would give it to the House, so 
far P s his own district was concerned. It 
had b en going on for years. He had seen 
it at Caboolture and various other centres. 
At .Maryborough th<'y had about 3,000 tons 
of c )al on the ground, and they had a coal 
stage which by no means was in keeping 
with the necessities of the district. The 
< osult was that instead of its being handled 
at, pm·haps, 6d. or 6~d. up to 9d. a ton, 
they h d to pay three handling rates; the 
coal was thrown on to the ground, thrown 
off, and turned over two or three times. That 
was not owing to the working of the Labour 
Government. It was due to the fact that 
action should have been taken twenty or 
thirty years ago to build suitable stages. 

Hon. J. ToL~IIE: You have had a Labour 
Government for two and a-half years. 

Mr. WEIR: Of course thev had; but they 
could not r0pair the mismanagement of their 
predec< ,,sors for thirty years in that time. 

Hon. J. ToLMIE: They ought to have the 
capacity or the brains to do something. 

::\11;:'- WEIR : They had not any brains; 
the:y did not claim any. The monopoly in 
brams apparently belonged to the Opposition. 
If the hon. gentleman liked to be personal­
that sort of thing did not build up the 
Railway Department-if the judgment of 
brains so far as the management of railways 
by this and that Government was taken on 
the vote d the bulk of railway men he knew 
where the decision would go, and he ven­
tured to say that hon. gentlemen opposite 
knew too. 

Mr. VOWLES: Ask the people of the 
country. 

Mr. WEIR : Thev had askf·d them m 
)Yiarybo.rough the .ot'her day. It might be 
mterestmg to notice that in every centre 
where there was any number of railwav men 
-Bremer, Ipswich. Maryborough, ·Rock­
htmpton-he did not see their representa­
tives on that side of the House· so the ver­
dict 'ometimes went the way ~f his party. 
The hon. gentleman had come to his elec-

torate <1nd had suggested "they think they 
are going to get the railway vote; they are 
not going to do anything of the sort." They 
heard the same boast from the hon. member 
for Toowoomba. They got the railway vote, 
ncvertheiess, and he ventured to say they 
would get it again. (Hear, hear!) At any 
rate, he -dod not intend to deal with trivial 
things like that in dealing with the railway 
que •. tion. To get off the hon. member for 
}Iurrumba, if there was any rrian in that 
Chamber who ought to have been more care­
ful when he criticised the administration of 
the Hailv.·ay Department, it wa' the hon. 
member for B11rrum. He had a very vivid 
recollection thut the hon. member for Bur­
rum know something about coal and knew 
something about the increaced price to the 
Railway Department. He (Mr. Weir) knew 
that the Railway Department had paid that 
increased price to the mines in Ipswich and 
in Burrun1. 

Colonel RANKIX: If you say all that you 
know, you will say more than that. 

:.\Ir. WEIR: If he said all that he knew 
he would say that the hon. member told this 
House a little while ago that the Railway 
Department would not take his coal. He 
did not tell this House he had an order from 
December, 1916, which had not been supplied. 
It was just as well if those people who 
sometimes challenged them t{} say all they 
knew did not speak. To get back to the 
other question of the increase in the price of 
coal. Coal ha-d gone up in every district in 
Queensland. Ipswich got their portion and 
everybody else got theirs. The Ipswich col­
liery proprietoh manfully handed portion of 
their share of the increased price to the coal­
miners. Did the Burrum do that? 

Colonel RANKIN: That has been .already 
refute·d, and I have documentary eYidence 
to prove the untruthfulness of the statement. 

Mr. WEIR: He had a~ked, did the Bur­
rum do that? He had not heard the hon. 
mcmb<'r sav that thev ha·d. He recollected 
wry vividly the cont;oversy they had in the 
i\Iur:vborough papers over the matter when 
the brother of the hon. member challenged 
him with making certain statements. He 
repeated that here, and he was prepared to 
do so again. 

Colonel RANKIN: Your statement, so far as 
my memory serve, me, is absolutely wrong. 

Mr. \VEIR: He was sorry the hon. mem­
ber's m- morv was so defective. The first to 
withdraw fr,;'m the argument w.as the brother 
of the hon. member. He (Mr. Weir) was 
supported in his contention by the president 
of the two local bodies of colliery works­
the Torbanlea and the Howard lodges. They 
stuck to him in the papers. 

Colonel RANKIN: 'What you did state was 
that they paid somebody in excess of their 
aw.ud-which was demonstrated by a letter 
from the secretary of the Collieries' Associa­
tion to be incorrect. 

Mr. WEIR : He was making this speech. 
Colonel RANKIN : I am correcting your 

untruths. 
Mr. WEIR : If the hon. member had any 

desire to state all that he knew, he would 
still find it convenient to omit some of the 
things as he -did on another occasion, when 
he read an extract from· the papers. 

Another question he intended to deal with 
was one which he thought the hon. mem­
ber-if he had looked up the report-would 

Mr. Weir.] 
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have been wise to have left alone. If they 
were going to economise in railway matters 
they must seriously consider the question a~ 
to which railways were losing the most. He 
was not saying that they should tackle the 
matter on those lines at all, as, if they did, 

it would mean stopping the rail­
[5.30 p.m.] way traffic to people at Dirran-

bandi, or anywhere else where the 
railways were losing money. That was not 
the way to run the country. It was not 
the idea of hon. members on the Government 
side; but, if what hon. members opposite 
said was true, the inference was that the 
matter ;hould be tackled on those lines. 
With regard to the losses on the lines in the 
Southern division, he thought that the lines 
which showed the biggest losses were those 
in the electorate of the hon. member for 
Burrum. 

Colonel RANKIN: That is in the Burnett; 
you are barking up the wrong tree. 

Mr. WEIR: The hon. member knew some­
thing about the building of the line he was 
going to mention. Talking about political 
lines, he had here a list of about twenty 
lines, all of which showed a loss, and the 
one which showed the most loss was the Isis· 
Dallarnil line. 

Colonel RANKIN : That was owing to the 
Dickson award, when all the crushing was 
stopped. 

Mr. WEIR : Those were some of the things 
that hon. members opposite did not tell them 
about. 'Ihat was where the hon. member's 
memory was conveniently bad. He (Mr. 
Weir) had stepped off the train at Booyal, 
and met one of the most ardent supporters 
o! the Opposition in that district, who, in 
less than ten minutes, had admitted that 
that was a political railway, which was built 
on the wrong side of the river. He said 
that if it had been built 3 miles further over 
it would have served them better, and to-day, 
to get to Dallarnil, they had to go an extra 7 
miles without benefiting· the men on the land. 

Colonel RANKIJ.! : That is a reflection on 
the Railway Department. 

Mr. WEIR: Hon. members opposite were 
the people who said there should be no 
political influence used on the Commissioner. 
They could see the inference which was 
implied-that they taxed the members on this 
side with doing so ; but it was not now pos­
sible for the Opposition to do that sort of 
gerrymandering. (Laughter.) Hon. members 
opposite went down on their knees the 
other day to get the Public Works Com­
mission to go into the Burnett. The hon. 
member for Burnett the other night squealed 
because the Government dared to build a line 
that did not go into his back yard. They were 
anxious for the Public W arks Commission to 
go out, for some reason or other, and he did 
not think it was to catch birds. He was sorry 
for the Commissioner when he found him­
self in the hands of these men; he must have 
had a very trying experience in the building 
of the Dallarnil line. 

There were other things he must refer to 
before he resumed his seat, and this was 
really the crux of the question with regard 
to maladministration o£ the Railway Depart­
ment. In his ·district they lost 25 per cent. of 
the productive power of their wood-working 
m~chanics on .a rainy day, and they had been 
domg that for years. 

Hon. J. ToLMIE : How? 

[Mr. Weir. 

Mr. WEIR: An hon. gentleman who pro­
fessed to lead the party which hoped to 
run the country some day asked, how it was. 
On a rainy day it was not possible to work 
in the Maryborough yard, but the hon. 
gentleman did not know that. The result 
was that all the mechanics went into the 
shed but· there "as no room for more than 
75 per cent. of them· to work in the shed, 
as the shed accommodation was so limited. 

Hon. J. TOLMIE: And you have been two 
and a-half years in office, and that has not 
be.en altered. 

Mr. WEIR : He was not worried about 
what was going to happen in Maryborough. 
He was satisfied that, when the Government 
could do it, Maryborough would get justice. 
He had also made a suggestion that the Go­
vernment should take in hand the question 
of lighting the Maryborough station yard. 
For years and years there had been up to 
£600 a year paid for lighting the Mary­
borough yard, but the lighting was miserably 
inadequate. In one corner t~ere w~s a Lux, 
light, in another corner a K1tson light,. and 
in another <'orner the Maryborough gas light. 
He had made a suggestion to the Rai.l~ay 
Department to light the yard by electricity, 
the anticipated cost of which would be 
£1.500. A capital cost of £1,500 would be 
sufficient to provide for lighting the yard, 
which had been carrying a load of £600 
per year for that purpose. 

Mr. MooRE: What will the annual cost 
be for electricity? 

Mr. WEIR: A mere bagatelle. If the 
hon member wanted an object lesson, and 
wou"ld come to him, he would show him the 
Lux light and explain all about it. These 
things were going to be attended to in due 
course bv this party, and when it got time 
to consider these questions that was where 
the saving would come in. They had 
recentlv had a glaring instance of incom­
petency-not by the men, but by the heads, 
who had held a round-table conference in 
Maryborough to prepare a diagram work­
ing for Maryborough men. After four 
alterations had been made, as the outcome 
of adverse criticism by the men, the work of 
preparing the diagram was subsequently 
handed over to the men. The heads were 
not competent; and these heads were left 
as legacies from former days. This state 
of affairs had been going on for the last 
thirty year~. 

Hon. J. TOLMIE: Have they dis()losed these 
things in the inquiry by the Railway Com­
mission? 

Mr. WEIR: The Railway Commission 
had not been in his district yet. Those were 
cases where money was being :vasted. . Fif­
teen years ago they used to pamt carriages 
in Maryborough, and when he tackled the 
brother of the hon. member for Burnett in 
the newspapers, and other people, about 
this they woke up to find that these things 
had been done, and tried to blame him (Mr. 
Weir) for the fact that their ancestors had 
aUowed these things to go on. The carriages 
had been allowed to get into a most dis­
graceful state, and the Ipswich shops were 
working overtime to try and bring them 
up to date. He did not blame the Govern­
ment for having them painted in Ipswich, 
because the appliances there werE', in some 
respects, the most up-to-date in Australia, 
but he did blame the late Government for 
permitting such a shocking neglect of Mary-
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borough interests to bring about the neces­
sitv at present existing for Maryborough 
work to be sent to Ipswich. The present 
Government were going to have all these 
things attended to, and when they were 
adjusted the Government would be able to 
see that the Railway Department paid the 
men a decent wage. He would sooner see 
the debit balance increased, if necPssary, in 
order that the men might be paid a decent 
wage. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: He wished to say a 
few words before the Minister replied. He 
had asked the Minister a few weeks ago a 
question in regard to the position of the 
Railwa.,· Traffic Employees' Union, registered 
under the Arbitration Act of 1916. He was 
very anxious to know whether the members 
of that union were paid on the same scale 
as members of the other unions which were 
brought under the McCawley award. He 
understood the Minister to say "Yes"; but 
he was told by members of the union that 
such was not the case. He did not know 
whether the Minister had been misinformed. 
He would like a definite statement from the 
Minister as to whether a]] members of the 
railway service were being paid the award 
rates; or whether some of them, becaus" 
they did not make application to the court 
to come under the award, were not par­
ticipating therein. They had listened to a 
dissertation by the hon. member for Mary­
borough upon the condition of affairs in the 
Railway Department during the late regime, 
and, strange to say, the hon. member had 
pointed out that a similar condition of things 
existed to-day. One would have imagined 
that if things were as bad as they were stated 
to be by the hon. member for Maryborough, 
the present Government during the last two 
and a-half years would have endeavoured to 
improve those conditions, but they had not 
done so. They had appointed a Royal Com­
mission to make inquiry into the service, 
but they were most unfortunte in their 
choice of members, because, apart altogether 
from the personnel of the commissioners 
appointed, they had not had the training 
necesRary to enable them to inquire into 
such a large branch of the service as the 
Railway Department and to submit a report 
which would be satisfactory to the public. 
The evidence taken b" the commission, which 
had been published in the Press, indicated 
that they had not been getting down to 
bedrock in regard to their investigations; 
but he would not speak on that matter now, 
as he would have an opoprtunity of dealing 
with it on another occasion. The Commis­
sioner had sounded a warning note with re­
gard to the railway service. At the present 
time, he practically told them that there 
wa,s a great degree of inefficiency in the ser­
vice, and that the State was not getting its 
money's worth. If that were so, then it de­
volved upon the Government to see that that 
condition of things was altered. The Com­
missioner never found it necessary to sound 
a warning note like that in the past. He 
had been told that to-day the railway ser­
vice was practically a subsidiary department 
to the Trades Hall. Many times he had 
had to make application for employment for 
working men, and he was told they had to 
go to some labour bureau and get their 
names registered there, notwithstanding that 
the Act placed the whole control of employ­
ing the servants of the Railway Department 
in the hands of the Commissioner. When 
the Government took out of the flommis-

1917-7 H 

sioner's hands the control of the railways 
what could they expect? Only a few months 
ago, when neither the Commissioner or the 
Minister had anything whatsoever to do with 
1·egard to that great big Railway Depart­
ment, the whole of it was handed over to 
the Treasurer to try to bring things into 
working order again. The:y sent him to 
Townsville tci try to prevent the strike, and 
when he got there the strikers ignored him. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: Thank God, Fuller 
was not here ! 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: The hon. gentleman 
had reason to go down on his knees and 
thank God for some things himself. He was 
only pointing out that the whole control of 
the work was taken out of the hands of the 
Commissioner. If the Commissioner were 
not the Commissioner, then he could not 
control the service, and if the Minister were 
not the Minister for Railways in the ad­
ministration of his department, how could 
the department be admfnistered as it should? 
He had never in the course of his parlia­
mentary experience found a report submitted 
to the House by a head of the department 
such as the Railway Commissioner's report. 

::\fr. H. L. I-IARTLEY : There has been a 
change of Government. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE : The Commissioner 
never had a Labour Government in before, 
and he (Mr. Tolmie) believed that if the 
country was well advised-as he believed 
it was-thev would never have a Labour 
Government' again, He was sorry that con­
ditions were such that he could not discuss 
the report to the fullest extent. He was try­
ing to keep to the arrangement entered into 
the other night, but he never anticipated, 
nor did the evidence in " Hansard" show 
him, that hon. gentlemen opposite would 
take th<" floor as they had done for their full 
twenty-five minutes. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: It was your own pro­
posal. 

Ho:;-. J. TOLMIE: It was not, and if hon. 
members would insist in that he would not 
consider the arrangement made as of any 
effect whatever. He was trying, notwith­
standing hon. members' disorderly interjec­
tione, to deal with the Railway Department 
as administered by the present Minister, 
and he was exceedingly sorry that the con­
ditions were such that the control seemed to 
br., taken out of the hands of the Minister 
fur Railways and the Commissioner, and it 
seemed to be just an appanage of the Trades 
Hall. With regard to that, he happened 
to be in the Railway Department on one 
occasion, and he saw a very irate individual 
who came an hour late for an appointment 
he had made, but he said that a certain 
person would have to receive him, that he 
was secretary of a certain trades union, that 
a certain resolution which had been paesed 
would have to be carried out, and he was 
going to see that it was carried out. He 
(Mr. Tolrnie) encouraged him and told him 
it was his bounden dutv to see it carried 
out; what was the use of the Labour party 
being in power if he did not use his authority 
to the fullest extent, and see that the rail­
way service knuckled down to him and his 
union 9 The country understood that the 
railwcty service seemed to have practically 
passed out of the control both of the Min­
ister and the Commissioner. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
He understood that hon. members on both 

Hon. J. H. C'oyne:.J 
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sides had practically finished discussing the 
chief vote of the Railway Department, and 
it was only fair that he should reply to scme 
of the criticisms advanced against his depart­
ment. The amount of the vote was £5,135 more 
than last year. 'I'hat was brought about in 
this way : The amount required to pay the 
award rates was £:3,911; three officers had 
been returned to the audit office in conse­
quence of the centralisation of the work, and 
their salaries amounted to £620 ; four men 
had returned from the war, and their salaries 
amounted to £626. Four juniors appointed= 
£200; and an ,additional clerk at £225. 
There was a reduction in the salaries of 
staff clerks amounting to £507. All that 
showed a net increase for the office of 
£5,135. He wished to refer for a moment 
to some of the criticisms of hon. gentle­
men opposite. The hon. member for Too­
wong, he supposed, made the most bitter 
speech he had ever heard him make, 
without any regard whatever to the correct­
ness of what he was saying. He showed his 
natural venom for trades unionism in his 
criticisms of the department, and in his 
remarks about the Trades Hall, and what 
they were doing and going to do, and ruin­
ing the country and all the rest of it. But 
there was one bright spot in his speech, 
and that was when he referred to the em­
ployees of the Railway Commissioner who 
had gone to do their duty at the front, and 
he had also referred to the number who 
had made the supreme sacrifice there. He 
was sure every member of the House would 
join him in deploring the fact that they had 
lost so many of those brave men. (Hear, 
hear!) At the time the hon. member for 
Toowong was eulogising those men for doing 
their duty to the Empire, he was at the 
same time damning them in every term 
that came to his mind, when he was damning 
those who remained behind as slackers and 
shirkers, because when he was so damning 
them he was in numerous cases damning 
the fathers and brothers of those men who 
had gone to the front. 

Hon. J. TOLMIE : I think that is a sweep­
ing charge. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Those were the irresponsible sweepmg 
charges that were made by hon. members 
opposite, and which they were sorry for 
e"fterwards, but had no intention of with· 
drawing. 

Hon. J. TOLMIE: You will not find that 
in "Hansard." 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
It was there in "Hansard." He took it 
down at the time and had it there, and he 
thought it was very much to be deplored 
that any hon. member should get up and in 
that irresponsible way, in order to give vent 
to his venom, damn the fathers and brothers 
of those bra.ve men who had gone to fight 
the battles of the Empire, and who in a num­
ber of cases had paid the supreme sacrifice. 
A number of things had been said that had 
been called criticisms, but were hardly 
worth while referring to. They had the 
usual diBsertation from the hon. member for 
Drayton. who was fast becoming the most 
irresponsible member in the House, because 
nobody made more rash statements than he. 
The hon. member said that certain em­
ployees of t~e. Railway Department ,,:red 
to the CommissiOner and excused themselves 
for doing their duty a short time ago, and 
asked the Commissioner if they had done 

[Hon. J. H. Coyne. 

right. What could they think of any .hon. 
member who made a statement like that in 
his place in the House? Could they say he 
was anything but an absolute irresponsible? 
He also said there was a proclamation issued 
by the Minister that the employees of the 
Commissioner were not to do certain things. 
What was done on that occasion was to try 
to protect the alleged friends of the hon. 
member for Drayton. He (the Minister) 
knew very well there was a JJOssibility of 
perishable produce being sent to W allan­
garra, and he knew very well it could not 
be taken from Wallangarra, and he advised 
the consignors of such produce not to send 
it over the line as there was a danger of its 
being destroyed at Wallangarra. Was that 
not an honest thing to do when he knew that 
would take place? Had the stuff gone to 
\V allangarra and been handled there at that 
time what would have happened? It would 
have perished just the same. The average 
running for a goods train from W allangarra 
to Sydney was four days, and they knew 
that no provision was made for cold storage 
on those trains, and that perishable produce 
would be lost in that time. The hon. mem­
ber also went on in his remarkable way to 
refer to the interference by railway servants 
with women. There was no interference that 
could be punished by the by-laws of the 
Commissioner. There was nothing done to 
interfere with the servants of the Commis­
sioner, and therefore, the by-laws were not 
put into operation. The hon. member also 
referred to women and children who could 
not carry their luggage. He, the MiniEter, 
presume-d it was a widow he was referring to, 
because it was the poor old widow who was 
always referred to when such canards were 
being circulated. 

Hon. J. TOLMIE: I heard of a case myself. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
The hon. member for Murrumba also made 
some verv wild statements this afternoon. 
He said that the Auditor-General had recom­
mended a business man for the railwavs. 
He (:Mr. Coyne) was not questioning the 
right or the wrong of any advice given by the 
Auditor-General in that connection, but the 
hon. member for J\'Iurrumba said he should 
be independent of Parliament altogether. 
That was a very fine suggestion for the hon. 
memb<'r for JI.Iurrumba, but it was one that he 
(Mr. Coyne), at any rate, could not agree to. 
He thought no man in such a responsible posi­
tion as that should be free of parliamentary 
interference, because if that were so he could 

do what he liked to ruin the 
[7 p.m.] country without any control by 

Parliament. The hon. member 
for Murrumba had twice referrod to what he 
called the fact that the record railwav 
revenue for Queensland was received last 
year. The hon. member seemed to be very 
reckless-in fact, recklessness seemed to be 
a disease with the Opposition. In making 
his opening speech he said that the year 
1914-15 was the record earning year for the 
railways. That was disputed on two occasions 
bv the hon. member for Murrumba and the 
hon. member for Burrum. On page 31 of 
the Commissioner's report they would see 
that in 1914-15 the earnings were £3,832,003, 
whereas in 1916-17 the earnings were 
£3,831,967, and on top of that they had to 
pav all the additional interest. Hon. mem­
be~s seemed to ignore that in their criticism 
of the department. If hon. members were 
prepared to offer any advice they ought to 
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be fair, at any rate. One hon. member said 
that the only thing that was buoyant about 
the Railway Department was the expendi­
ture. He would ask him, as he asked several 
other hon. members, what item of expendi­
ture was he prepared to cut out? All hon. 
members on the other side religiously avoided 
answering that question. 

Hon. J. TOLMIE: Of course, we did. Why 
should we answer such questions as that? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
The hon. member for Murrumba, the leader 
of the Opposition, and his followers had 
asked him, " How are you going to make 
up this deficit?" When he asked the hon. 
member for Murrumba what he would do, 
he said, '· That is my business," and he said 
in answer to hon. members opposite that 
what the Government proposed to do to 
make up any leeway was the Government's 
business. 

Mr. BEBBIKGTOK : By a. land tax. 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 

n· was the Government's business to find the 
ways and means for balancing the accounts 
of the Railway Department or any other 
department. 

Mr. BEBBIXGTO!'f: Your wavs are land tax. 
The CHAIRMAN: Order l 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 

His ways v.ere not the incorrect way'l with 
v.hich the hon. member dealt with every 
subject he tackled in the House. The hon. 
member came along that afternoon with a 
fre~hly blown-up balloon, but h8 had not been 
going five minutes before it was pricked, and 
he cleared out of the Chamber. No cane 
1:1an or \Voman in Queensland would believe 
one so!itarv word the hon. member said. The 
Lnn. m•m{ber for Burrum <'Jndemned the 
Government because they did net give a 
special rate for the carriage of goods to 
Crang-an. 

Colonel RAXKIN: That was only a small 
item 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
If that was only a. small item, bearing in 
mind the amount of noise the hon. member 
m.<d•e about it, he would like to hear him 
on one of the big items. He saw a. report 
that morning from the Commissioner for 
Railways to the effect that 100 of their 
wagons were hung up a.t Urangan because 
the stuff that was on them could not be 
handled. Supposing that they had doubled 
or trebled the rolling-stock on that line, 
the whole railway would be covered with 
trucks v>aiting to be dealt with. 

Colonel RAKKIN: That can be explained by 
the fact that they commenced running their 
trucks down before they erected the sheds. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
The fact remained that not one tithe of 
that sug.1r would be going to Urangan if 
there were room to store it at New Farm. 

Colonel R.INKIN : Quite right, with the 
freight you charge. 

ThP SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
The hon. member knew very well that they 
could not get shipping to Urangan when 
thev could get it to Brisbane, and they 
wantE'd to send it to the place where they 
got the quickest transit. It was only once in 
a long time that a. ship went into Urangan, 
whcr~r.s there was co.nsta.nt shipping to Bris­
bane. The hon. member said that they were 
not doing anything for the sugar-grower. 

Yet they were carrying sugar 182 miles from 
Millaquin to Rockhampton a.t 13s., whereas 
the ordinary rate was 63s. 9d. From Milla­
quin to Ma.ryborough, 57 miles, the ordinary 
rate was 56s., and they were carrying it for 
lls. 4d. From Milla.quin to Gladstone 113 
miles, the ordinary rate was 45s. Sd. ; 'they 
were carrying it for 15s. 4d. Yet the hon. 
member had the presumption to come along 
and tell them that they were doing nothing 
for the cane farmers. The hon. member 
wanted them to grant a special rate at a 
time when it would suit the convenience of 
somebody to send produce to Urangan, 
although ordinarily they sent it to another 
pm t for which a rate had been struck. 

Hon. J. TOL;\'IJE: An ordinary business man 
would make that arrangement. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: He 
would do nothing of the sort. He would say, 
" I will take it where you have always sent 
it, and nowhere else." Private enterprise 
charged three times the rates the Govern­
ment were charging-for instance, on the 
Aramac tramway. What did hon. members 
say to that? 

Colonel RANKil'i : According to your argu­
mcont, people should send sugar where you 
want it, and not where they want it. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
K othing of the sort, but it would not be a 
fair thing to Queensland if they were to 
send their rolling-stock to a particular part 
of the country, simply because they were 
asked. ·what did the hon. member want? 

Colonel RANKIN: I have pointed out that 
the port was full of sugar before the vessel 
came in, and instead of discharging the 
stores thDv continued to unload train loads 
of sugar. , 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
That was just what he had said-the New 
Farm· storage was occupied, and Urangan 
was utilised so soon as that happened. Now 
they found. with all their demands for trucks 
and everything else, that they had not got 
the stora<;P .• ~nd the sugar had to remain on 
the departmmt's trucks. (Opposition dis­
sent.) 

The CHAIRMA='f : Order ! 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 

\Yhat the department was doing for the 
primary producers in Queensland was some­
thing which was designedly or otherwise 
oYerlooked by members opposite. There was 
not a primary producer in Queensland who 
did not know that the Government had done 
more for him in the matter of cheaper 
freights than any other Government in any 
State of Australia. 

Mr. BEBBTNGTON : You raised the freight 
on d:1iry produce 43 per cent. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! Order ! 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 

'I'hey had only to pick up the Commissioner's 
rf'port to find that almost every agricultural 
line in Queencland was not paying, and the 
reRson was because they were carrying cream 
and butter practically for nothing. They 
were still prepared to go on, but when 
they had a lot of irresponsibles coming into 
the House day after day condemning the 
Government for the help they gave, it WM 
time they raised their protest. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON interjected. 
The CHAIRMAN : Order ! If the hon. 

member continues to disobey my call to order, 

Hon. J. H. Coyne.] 
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I shall be reluctantly compelled to deal wit_h 
him in another way. The hon. member IS 
entirely disregarding my call. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
The Governm·ent were practically giving 
away no less a sum than £122,639 to en­
courage primary production in Queensland. 

Hon. J. ToL~IIE: That is not much. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
That was only the contribution of the rail­
ways. 

The PREMIER: And they wanted to allow 
only £10,000 for iron and steel works last 
night. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: If 
the hon. member could point to any in­
dustry in Queensland in the developmental 
st0ge in regard to which the Qoverr:ment 
had raised the rates, he would like hnn to 
say which it was. The leader of the. Oppo· 
sition-who was not very often gmlty of 
misrepresenting things in the way h~ had 
that night-said that the employees m the 
Commissioner's office were recnuted partly 
from the Trades Hall. Of course, that was 
all right when they were trying to fool the 
elector\ at election time. 

Hon. J. TOL:Il"IE: If you would give me 
half an hour I would prove it to the hilt. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: He 
would give the hon. member twenty hours, 
and he would not prove anything of that 
sort. It has been the practice of the G'?­
Yernment for the last two years-and If 
the hon. member did not know it, he ought 
to know it-that where casual employment 
was to be given in the Railway Department 
or am· other department, it had to come 
through the Government Labour Bureau. 

'/vir. VowLES: That is the keynote of the 
whole thing. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
That was the km·note of the whole thing. 
\Vas the Labour Bureau in the 'rrades Hall? 

GovERKMENT ME'•'BERS: No, no. 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 

Had it any connection with the Trades 
Hall? 

GoYERK:IfEXT ;'v1EMBERS: No. 
The SECRET_\RY FOR RAILWAYS: It 

was a sub-department of the Works Depart­
m'ent. 

Hon. J. TOLMIE: ~o, it is not. 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS : He 

hopl'd the hon, gentleman would not make 
himself worse than what he was now, 

Hon. J. ToBnE : Does not the Act pre· 
scribe hours for the Commissioner? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS : 
The Act provided it, and the Commissioner 
took full advantage of the powers granted 
him under the Act. In reply to the hon. 
member for Murrumba, and the hon. mem­
ber for Toombul-who said that the Com­
missioner was being interfered with by the 
Minister-he wanted to say that that was 
absolutely untrue, 

Mr. VOWLES: No-by the Trades Hall. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: By 
theo Trades Hall! By the National Political 
Council, they might as well say. (Govern· 
nwnt laughter.) The Commissioner for Rail­
ways wail not interfered 11·it.h in any of his 

[Hem" .r. H. Co:1me. 

functions by the Minister. Whilst he had 
sometimes differed with suggestions made by 
the Commissioner, and while the Commis­
sioner had sometimes differed with some of 
his suggestions, he wanted to say that there 
was perfect harmony so far as the Com­
missioner and himself were concerned. 

Hon. J. TOL::Il:IE: I quite believe that. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Now, he wanted to say that all casual employ­
ment in the Railway Department-the Works 
Department, the Chief Secretary's Depart­
ment, or anywhere else, that had to be 
given-had to be given through the Labour 
Bureau; for the sirnple reason that the 
Government were afraid there might be 
some accuPation of political favouritism 
levelled against them. They knDw what 
class of people they were dealing with 
on the Opposition side of the Houst:, and 
how readily at all times they were to manu­
facture something against the Government. 
They thought the;;- would say, " They are 
using political influence to get their people 
into jobs, and keep out those who are opposed 
to them." In order to do away with all 
pocgible chance of th~t beir:tg said, all casual 
employment was bemg grYen through the 
L<tbour Bureau; and the other employment, 
so far as the Rail11 ay Department was con­
cerned, was in the hands of the Commis­
sioner for Railways. H was the same way 
with all the other departments. If an ex­
amination was provided, they had to pass 
their examination, and they were employed 
accordingiy. It had been said that the 
Commissioner was being overpaid. He did 
not agree with that. Seeing the great 
responsibility which the Commissioner for 
Railwa0·s had placed on him, the fir-ot duty 
of the Government was to select the best 
man. He presumed thD Government did 
s0lect what they thought was the best man. 
(Hear, hErrr 1) As that was so, he did not 
think he 11 as being overpaid. He knew for 
a fact that if private enterprise had a 
managDr managing such a big capital con­
CPrn as that, thev would pay him a much 
bigger salary. He understood it was not 
vPry long ago since the general manager 
d Mount :\1organ ]\fine got £10,000 a year. 
If that was so, surely they were not over­
paying the Commissioner for Railways. 
(Hear, hear!) 

Hon. ;J. TOLMIE : I am glad to hear you 
say that. 

'rhe SECRET_\RY FOR RAILWAYS: He 
wanted to say also that whilst the finances 
of the Government did not permit the Go­
vernment to do what they would like to do 
in connection with the other employees of 
thP Railway Commissioner, some of them 
\Yorf' not getting as well paid as they should 
ha. (Hear, hear !) He would refer to one 
particular man. It might seem wrong for 
him to single that man out; but his work, 
and his attention to work, his energy and 
ir,dustry, and the amount of time he spent, 
and the great amount of work he accom­
plished, compelled him to mention it. He 
referred to the Secrctarv to the Commis-
sioner, Mr. Crowther. · 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 

'I'here was no harder worked man in the 
public service to-day than Mr. Crowther. 

::\l[r. FORSYTH : He is a particularly good 
man. 
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The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: He 
never S]Jared himself; ho was ready to come 
out night or day, Saturday, or even Sunday, 
in order to see that the work of the Com­
misoioner was carried out properly. He 
hoped before very long that the Government 
would be in a positi'on to reward Mr. 
Crowther for the excellent work which he 
did for t;he department. (Hear, hear !) He 
thought he had replied to all the criticisms 
which had been made. 

Hon. J. ToLMIE : Before you sit down, did 
I understand you to say that last year was 
not a record year for revenue. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS : 
Yes. 

Hon. J. ToL~liE: We have your own state­
m~nt here to show it. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: If 
the hon. gentleman would look at page 31 
of the Commissioner's report he would see 
that his statement was correct. 

Hon. J. TOLMIE: Look at page 5. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: On 
page 31 would be found a summary of work­
ing for the past five years. The hon. gentle­
man was talking about the gross railway 
revenuP. 'Would he look at the summary 
for the past five years? 

Hon. J. TOLMIE: That is the statement you 
made. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
That was the table he had to rely upon; 
that was the one he, the speaker, was rely­
ing upon for his statement, and his state­
ment was absolutely correct. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : He is 
talking about gross earnings. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Yes; the E-arnings were not the net revenue. 
He thought he ha<! replied to all the 
miticisms from hon. members opposite. He 
hoped it would not take very long to get the 
other items through. He would refer to 
anything in reason that they might require 
by way of information. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: Before that item went 
through, he wanted the Minister to look at 
page 5 of the Commissioner for Railways' re­
port where they had two tables set down. 
For the year 1915-16 the revenue was 
o£3.745.350. For 1916-17 it was o£3,831,967-
an increas" of £86,617. 

QuPc.tion put and passed. 

SOUTHERN DIVISION. 

The SECRETARY FOR 
movt>cl-That £2,105,443 be 
"Southern Division." 

QuEstion put and passed. 

CENTRAL DIVISION. 

RAILWAYS 
granted for 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
moved-That £548,407 be granted for "Cen­
tral Division." 

Question put an<! passed. 

NORTHERN DIVISION. 

'l'he SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
moved·-That £713,848 be granted for" North­
ern Division." 

Question put and passed. 

HO)!E SECRETARY'S DEPART~!ENT. 

CHIEF OFFICE. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION moved-That £4,256 be granted 
for "Chief Office." Members would note that 
last year the total sum provided for that 
vote was £3,934, and this year it was o£4,256, 
and there was an increase on the vote this 
year, therefore, of £322. He just wanted to 
say that, as members knew, the Home Secre­
tary was .away at a very important con­
ference and expected to be back before the 
vote went through. 

Mr. FORSYTH: Take the Chief Secretary's 
Estimates. 

The PREMIER : The Government decide 
what E,timates shall be brought on. 

Mr. FORSYTH : I said nothing about the 
Home Secretary. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: That was ,a matter between 
hon. members opposite and the leader of the 
Government. 

Mr. MuRPHY: What was the agreement? 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­

STRUCTION: He would sit down until hon. 
members made up their minds what they were 
going to do about it. The Home Secretary 
expected to be back shortly. 

Mr. MuRPHY : Supposing he is not. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: Whether he wj>s or not, in 
the meantime he (Mr. Hard.acre} ha<! been 
asked to take charge of those Estimates, and 
he would be very glad to give any informa­
tion hon. members desired. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: Before the vote went 
through, he wanted to say a word or two. 
He understood it was desired to put through 
two Estimates that night-the Railway Esti­
mates and the Chief Secretary's or the Home 
Secretary's Department. He found in "Han­
sard" that the understanding was that they 
should have a fair amount of time for criticism 
of those Estimates. That had been departed 
from by hon. gentlemen on the ot'her side. 

The PREM~ER : What has been <le parted 
from? 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: That understanding I 
see in "Hansard," that there should be a 
fair amount of criticism. 

The PRE:.I!IER : ·where is that in " H.an­
sard''? 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: Mr. Macartney, who 
apparently made the arrangement, said "Are 
we to be allowed reasonable discussion?" 
The Premier said, " It is to be fitted in in 
the time." Mr. Macartney then said, "Your 
side will not cut out all the time?" The 
Pr<>mier replied, " That is a matter for who­
ever is in the Chair. It will be at the option 
of the Government to say whether the Chief 
Secretary's or the Home Secretary's Estimates 
will be taken, the understanding being that 
both the Railway Estimates and either of 
them be finished on that day." At any rate, 
that was the understanding, and it had been 
departed from, it appeared, much like all 
understandings made by the other side-by ·a 
backdoor out of which they could escape. 
Thev were asked to deal with the Estimates 
of 'a most important department in the 
absence of the Minister. The Chief Secre­
tarv sat there; he had his Estimates at his 
own hand. and he coul<l go on with them if 
necessary,· but he was not doing so. He was 

Hon. J. Tolmie.} 
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taking the big department-the Home Sec­
retary's Department-relying on the Opposi­
tiOn to carry out the arrangement to see that 
those Estimates were put through. They 
would do that to the fullest extent. · 

The PREMIER : I was quite agreeable to any 
reasonable arrangement. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: He wanted to make it 
clea,r that if they were circumscribed for 
time, and unable to give the discussion to 

these Estimates that they would 
[7.30 p.m.] like between now and half-past 

10 o'clock, they would take what­
ever advantage was allowed to them when the 
resolutions were reported to the House, and 
the Home Secretary was in his place to· 
reply to a,ny criticism that might be made. 
They were aware that the hon. gentleman 
temporarily in charge of the Estimates did 
no know the work of this department, and 
could not answer the questions put in rela­
tion to the department. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC . INSTRUCTION: 
I have the officers here, and can get the 
information from them. 

HoN. J. TOL::\1IE: That was the position 
last year with some of the Ministers when 
seeking to give information to the House; 
they had to get the information from their 
officers. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
I have got a lot of information besides 
this. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: \Vhen you were in the 
Lands Office you ran up and down there 
very often. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: He knew his work in 
the department thoroughly. As far as the 
head office of the Home Secretary's Depart­
ment was concerned he did not know that 
there was a.nything in regard to this item that 
he was going to take exception to. He had 
come into contact . with the officers in the 
chief office, and he had no complaints to 
make with regard to their work. He had 
received every courtesy at the hands of the 
J:Vlinister, who he was sorry was not here for 
the purpose of taking charge of his own 
Estimates, beca.use there were many things 
in the Estimates with which thev did not 
agree, and which they would like· to discuss 
in the presence of the Minister. 

The PREMIER : He rose in consequence 
of the remarks of the leader of the Opposition 
in regard to the arrangements which were 
made on Friday evening last. As hon. mem­
bers would remember, they were discussing 
the Estimates of the Railway Department on 
Friday afternoon, a,nd some hon. members 
opposite were desirous of having an adjourn­
ment. An arrangement was come to where­
by it was agreed that, if the House adjourned 
at 6 o'clock, it would count as a day, and that 
the Estimates would be taken again this 
week, and the Railway Estimates and either 
the Home Secretary or tho Chief Secretary's 
Estimates be completed in one night. He 
had suggested Friday night, and that was 
the arrangement come to. When he was 
announcing the arrangement, the acting 
l<'ader of the Opposition interjected, " We 
to be allowed reasonable discussion." 

Hon. J. ToLMIE: How was the arrangement 
made? 

The PREMIER: In moving the adjourn­
ment he had announced what the arrange­
ment was. 

Hon. J. TounE: Yes, and he immediately 
said that such was not the arrangement. 

The PREMIER : If the hon. member could 
show him that that was reported in " Han­
card," he would immediately put the Ho~e 
Secretary's Estimates aside and go on with 
the Chief Secretary's Estimate;. Would the 
hon. member accept the challenge. and show 
that it was there? 

Hon. J. TOLMIE: I read it out to the hon. 
gentleman. 

The PREMIER : If the hon. member 
for Toowong rep1~diated. the arrang:ment 
then or said anythmg whwh could eas>ly be 
inte;preted as rc·pudiating it, he would take 
off the Home Sf'cretarv's Estimates and go 
on with the Chief Secretary's Estim~tes. 
That was not the spirit in which he had nsen. 
He knew that the Home Secreta.ry's. Estimates 
were heavy Estimates.· 

:\![r. VowLES: And you want to get a"·ay. 
The PREMIER: He had to address a 

meeting in connection with the Liberty Loan 
this evening-it was a public duty that he 
had to perform-otherwise he would have 
been taking the Chief Secretary's Estimates, 
as hon. members knew. But some other 
Minister could take charge of his Estimates 
until he came back after discharging that 
public function. He hf!d not. the slight~JSt 
objection to go on to-lllght WJth the Chief 
Secretary's Estimates, letting the Home 
Secretary's E.,timates stand over, and by 
a.greement fixing a whole day for the Home 
Secretan 's Estimates. 

Hon. J. ToL;,rJE : We can come to no such 
arrangement. 

The PREMIER: The acting leadEr of the 
Opposition last Fricla~· agreed to fini8h t~e 
Railwav Estimates and the Home Secretary s 
Estimates in one day, and they could have a 
,,,.hole day for them or any other reasonable 
tinw providing thev could come to some 
arra~gement as tr> \vhat the time should be. 
He was prepared to meet the hon. gentleman 
in anv arrangement which he (Mr. Ryf!n) 
thought was reasonable. He had no desire 
to force these Estimates through the House 
to-night. . 

Colonel RA~KIN: "Why put a linnt on the 
Home Secretarv's Estimates? You have a 
limit under the Standing Orders. 

The PREMIER : He had no desire to 
put a limit on them, but ~n arran!\ernent 
w>s made whereby fhe Railway Estimates 
and Home Secretary's Estimates shoulrl be 
finished to-night. When he closed down at 
6 p.m. on Friday evening last, _he had per· 
formed his part of the bargam. He ad­
journed at 6 p.m. on Friday; he could not 
go back ; he had performed h~s. part of the 
bargain; and now the 9pposihon had en­
deavoured to get out of Its part. 

Hon. J. TOLMIE: You would not control 
vour supporters this afternoon; you wanted 
to throw the responsibility on us. 

The PREMIER : He made no arrangemm;t 
that there would not be discussion ~ram ]ns 
side· there would be reasonable discussiOn 
fro~ both sides. 

Hon. J. TOLMIE: The Opposition have 
their rights. The PRE:\HER: It was ma,de through the 

"Whips." 
Hon. J. TOLM!E: And did the hon. member 

for Toowong not take the first opportunity of 
telling you by way of interjection. 

The PREMIER : Of course they had, but 
the understanding was that each side would 
have a fair amount of discussion. He did 

[Hon. J. Tolmi~?-
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not wish to occupy much time in discussing 
this matter of arrangement. He was quite 
pre'Pared to come to an understanding 
whereby the Home Secretary's Estimates 
would not be taken to-night, and that they 
should go on with the Chief Secretary's 
Estimates, provided some reasonable arrange­
ment as to time was made. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: They had a certain 
number of days for discussion of the Esti­
mates. The Chief Secretary was endeavour­
ing to push the Estimates through the Com­
mittee. By the arrangement he had made 
he would get the Estimates of two depart­
ments through to-night, but he could give 
the hon. gentleman his assurance that the 
Opposition were going to take the full time 
the Standing Orders allowed them to discuss 
the remainder of the Estimates, if they 
thought fit. 

The PREMIER : And you will sit the full 
number of days that I can make you sit too. 
There are six days in the week, you know. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE : The hon. gentleman 
could bully as much as he liked, and be as 
childish as he pleased. 

The PREMIER : It is not childish. I will 
use the power that I have. We will see who 
has the greater poy.·er. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: The hon. gentleman 
had the power of numbers, and could arrange 
the business as he pleased. The Opposition 
would keep their agreement if hen. members 
opposite did not. Did anyone think that 
they were going to make an agreement by 
which they would be shut up here as they 
were shut up by hen. members opposite? 
Was the arrangement made last Friday in 
order that the Premier might go down to 
Liberty Fair? 

The PREMIER: No. You are wrong. 
HoN. J. TOLMIE: I say "Yes." 
The PREMIER: No, you are abs!olutely 

wrong. It was the acting leader of the 
Opposition who wanted the adjournment. 
Have some regard for truth. 

HqN. J. TOLMIE: He had an absolute 
regard for truth. 

The PREMIER : You have not; I did not 
go near Liberty Fair. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE : Hon. members oppo­
site got the concession granted to them. The 
Opposition were prepared to go on. If they 
got an opportunity for fair criticism, well 
and good; if they did not, they would 
utilise the forms of the House hereafter. He 
would make no arrangement with the Chief 
Secretary for the purpose of burking dis­
cussion on the other Estimates. 

The PREMIER : It is a wonder you got the 
arrangement the other night by your 
deputy. He made the arrangement and you 
repudiate it. 

Question-That £4,256 be · granted for 
"Chief Office--Home Secretary's Depart­
ment"-put and passed. 

RELIEF OF ABORIGINALS. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION moved-That £27,179 be 
granted for "Relief of Aboriginals." Last 
year a sum of £30,298 was asked for, but this 
year the amount put down was £27,179, a 
decrease of £3,119. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: The sum of £250 was 
put down this year for a manager, while 

last year it was only £170. The matron 
had apparently been dismissed, because there 
was no provision made for a matron. The 
Minister might inform them why there had 
been an increase of £80 for the manager, 
and whether it was in accordance with the 
Public Service Act. Perhaps one of the 
officers of the department could give the 
Minister the information required. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUC'l'ION: He understood the reason for 
the change was that the former manager 
was in some respects inefficient in regard to 
the knowledge required, particularly in con­
nection with stock, and it was decided to 
get someone else who was more acquainted 
with stock, especially in view of a sugges­
tion that was under consideration that they 
should stock the place and make more use 
of it. 

Hon. J. TOLMIE: Have you made any 
provision for stocking it? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: That was still under con­
sideration. 

Hon. J. TOLMIE: Who have you appointed? 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­

STRUCTION: They had appointed a new 
manager at £250, in place of the late 
manager who received £170. 

Hon. J. TOLMIE: Do you know who he is? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: Mr. Lipscombe was still 
thc;·e. The new appointment was only under 
consideration and had not eventuated. Mr. 
Lipscombe was not recervmg the extra 
amonnt, but just the amol!nt he formerly 
received. 

:Yir. ROBERTS: After listening to the ex­
planations given to the leader of t~e Opposi­
tion in rE'gard to the proposed adjournment 
on Friday afternoon, he would even now ask 
that after this vote was passed that the 
matter of the Home Secretary's Estimates 
might be postponed. 

The PRE:Y!IER: Don't you think I made a 
reasonable offer about that. 

Mr. ROBERTS : He contended that the 
Home Secretary's Estimates dealt with a 
large section of the people who were unable 
to look after themselves from various causes, 
and they knew that the Hor:re Se~Jret!"ry. had ' 
visited almost all the vanous mstrtutwns, 
and they had just had an i_nstance. of h?w 
handicapped they would be m dealmg wrth 
the Estimates in his absence. He thought 
the Chief Secretary would admit that last 
Friday when he promised to take the Chief 
Secret~rv' s or the Home Secretary's Esti­
mates he didn't inform the House they 
would' be taken in the absence of the Home 
Seeretary himself. 

The PREMIER : I made you an offer of a 
whole day for these Estimates. 

Mr ROBERTS: He did not think that 
was fair. They had seventeen days to dis­
cuss the Estimates, and if hon. members 
liked to take a certain proportion of the 
time on certain Estimates, he thought they 
were entitled to that time. They could not 
take more than seventeen days, but if they 
liked to discuss the Home Secretary's Esti­
mates for seventeen days they could. 

The PREWER: Did you not agree to take 
the Railways and the Home Secretary's in 
one day? 

Mr. Robert~.] 
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Mr. ROBERTS: No, they clid not agree 
to that 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : How do 
you know; you were not here? 

Mr. ROBERTS: He was there, ancl he 
was 'Urprised that the Hon. the :Minister for 
Agriculture should say he was not, because 
he came speeially. In fact, he relieved the 
present Chairman in the chair in order to 
enable him to take the Speaker's chair. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: Where were you last 
night. when there "ere only five members 
on your si~le? 

Mr. ROBERTS: Whatever his movements 
were la.i; night, he was not in the company 
of the Hon. the Assistant Minister for JUS· 
tice. He w.ishrd to assure the Chief Se01·e· 
tary that he did not want to usurp his func­
tions in any way, because he knew he would 
not let him for a moment, but he wished to 
go back to the position in which they were 
on Fridav. The statement was correct that 
the arraJ1gement was to deal with the Chief 
Secretary's or the Home Secretary's Esti· 
mates. His objection to taking the Home 
Secretarv's Estimates now was that the Home 
Secretarv was not here. He wanted some 
informat'ion himself, not on this vote in par· 
ticular. but on other votes. What did they 
find when thev asked for information? 
Fir5t of all. they were told that the manager 
was appointed at £250, and then at a later 
stage, when the question was pressed further, 
they we;·e told that a man was not yet ap· 
pointed. and it• was only contemplated. He 
was not blaming the Minister for Public 
Instn1ction. He know he could not be ex· 
pected to have the information. On page 19 
of the ·.ame vote he found, in connection 
with the Taroom Settlement: Superinten­
dent. last year, £160; this year, £160. 
Matron, last year. £30; this year, nothing. 
They might as well ask where the matron had 
gone. (Laughter.) He certainly thought the 
Chief Seceretary could yet be reasonable. He 
sai·d he could go on w1th his Estimates, and 
he (:\Ir. Roberts}1 thought he might reason· 
ably paes this vote and then await the arrival 
of t'w Home Secretarv to consider these 
Estimate'. " 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: There was one thing 
he Wt.l!ld like some information on. He 
understood that pastoralists employing abo­
riginals were under very strict laws. For 
instance. the.v must not remove them from 
a certain district, and he was of opinion 
that in most places they must be paid union 
wages. 

Mr. LAND : A good thing, too. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Just so. He quite 
agreed with the hon. member for Balonne 
that it was a good thing, but here they found 
there were two native police, two stockmen, 
onE' carpcnte~·, one horse boy, two shepherds, 
and one hosp1tal attendant at £12 each. Why 
did the Government employ them? If the 
Government were to be allowed native labour 
at £12 per annum, how was it that anyone 
else must pay them union wages? Why 
should the Government be allowed to break 
union rules in this respect? He would ask 
the Secretary for Public Instruction for some 
information on that point. Could farmers 
get those men at the same price? Were those 
men to be allowed to compete with union 
hands and cut ·down wages? He had been 
on stations right away to the Gulf, and the 

[Mr. Roberts. 

aboriginal there was as fine a stockman as 
they eould get, and the Government employed 
them here at £12 a year to compete with 
white labour, and that under a Labour 
Government. 

Th<> SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: He would like to make a 
suggestion to hon. members, Lhat they should 
ask for anv information they desired and 
by th,, time the vote was put through he 
would underLke to have the information for 
hon. members. 

Mr. BEBBI:>~GTON: I will not bo here. I 
want it now. (Laughter.} 

'The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: Unfortunately, the hon. mem­
ber could not get just what he wanted. So 
far as the aboriginal wages were concerned 
they were under the jurisdiction of the Pro­
tector of Aboriginals, who in all case' did 
his utmost to see they got proper wages and 
proper conditions of employment and that 
some of their wages were put to their bank­
ing account. If hon. members were not 
really de'lirous of making criticisrr:s for t~e 
purpose of tangling up the Esttmates m 
some way, and if they wanted the .informa· 
tion. he would undertake to get 1t before} 
the vote was put through. He would just 
like to sav also that the Hon. the Home 
Secretary would be back very shortly, when 
the difficulty would pass away. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: He wanted the Acting 
Home Secretary to under,tand they had quite 
a number of Estimates to put through and 
he "anted to carrv out the arrangements to 
put them through by half-past 10. To do 
that there "·ere only one or two members 
who could epeak on each item and they 
were '"Oing to try to restrict themselves to 
that. "con"<'quenth they could not give the 
Acting Home Secretary the assistance h~ 
asked. but perhaps the Secretary for Agn· 
culture might act as a sort of go-between 
from the Under Secretary to the Secretary 
for Public Instruction, and whilst a mem· 
ber was speaking he mif\ht be able to 15et 
thP information and pass tt on to the Actmg 
Home· Secretary and thereby e.uve time. 
That would expedite the matter, and he 
trusted that anv assistance the Secretary 
for Agriculture ·could give his colleague 
would be given and hon. members on that 
f,ide would appreciate it. 

Mr. VOWLES Walby) regretted that the 
Premier should n1sh through the Estimates 
of the Home Secretary's Department to-night 
and not go on to 'his own department. He 
looked at it from this point of view: They 
1vere dealing with £118,000. in the Chief Se;e· 
rctary's Estimates and w1th £1,014,000 m 
the. 'Home Secretarv's. The Home Secre­
tary's Department was a very responsible 
department, ·and many hon. m em hers re· 
quired information which they knew they 
could not get from the gentleman in charge 
of the Treasurv bench. One thing he wanted 
particularly to"know abo.ut was in co~nec~ion 
with electoral registration. If thmr t1m.e 
was to be limited on each of those votes. ~t 
simply meant they had to negl<;ct th~ cnh· 
cism of important departments m whwh ~he 
electors 'Yere vitallv interested and lookmg 
for information. Whatever arrangement was 
entered into, the Premier should n?t hav_e 
taken advantage of it to rush the btg Estt· 
mates through. He had the opportunity of 
dealin"· with his own department. when less 
criticism-or, at any rate, le·,s money-would 
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be> dealt '' ith; but where the large amount of 
money ·was being considered that was where 
t~e time should be given. He just rose to 
gt ve a formal protest to the Home Secre­
tary's Estimates being gone on with. He 
very much regretted the arrangement. 

Qu, -t;on put and passed. 

ADVERTISilW OFFICE. 

The S:IDCRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
¥TR::JCTIO:'-!.l!'oved-Th<;,t £7,078 be granted 
,or Advertrsmg Office. Hon. members 
would note that last year the sum granted 
was £8,910, and that this year there was a 
decrease •)f £1,832. · 

Hon. J. TOLMIE: Why is it a decrease? 

Mr. FORSYTH : If the Minister referred 
to the Auditor-General's report he would see 
that the total amount spent last year was 
£6,599. If that was so, why should he ask 
this year for £7,078, which was an increase 
on _the amount spent last year, although the 
estimate last year was £8,910. Surely the 
Minister should trv to save as much as he 
could on a department of that sort! 

M_r. CORSER (Burnett) : The office was 
gettmg a rather important sub-branch, and 
he would like to know whether it was the 
intention to include all advertising in the 

State under one department? 
[8 p.m.] Since last year thPy h<td included 

the Railway Department's adver­
tising, but the Chief Secretary's Depart­
ment still expended certain funds. He 
thought that the Advertising Department, 
to be oi the fullc't advantage to the State, 
might include the £2,122 which was ex­
pended b:, the Chief Secretary's Department 
through the Intelligence and Tourists' 
Bureau. Thev h<td a staff and office in full 
swing and they were told that a very good 
man wrq in charge, and no doubt he was 
living up to the qualifications he came in 
with. The Intelligence Bureau got out cer­
hin pamphlets of the very greatest import­
.ance for the advertising of the State, and 
it struck him <1S rather curious that under 
the circumstances a part of the one business 
appeared to be kept separate. \Vas there 
·any good reason why those two sub-branches 
should not be administered from one office? 

The SECRETARY FOR P1JBLIC IN­
STRCCTION: 'l'he explanation of the in­
(Teas< was that this year they had included 
the amount previously spent by the Railway 
Departn,ent. \Vith regard to the point 
raised by the hon. member for Burnett, the 
retLwn why the Tourist Bureau did not 
come nndcr the control of the advertising 
manager must be patent to everybody. The 
advertising me,nager had been appointed for 
the purpose of economising and making more 
efficient tlw a,JvcrtisE'ments which had to 
be published, but when they were dealing 
w!th the To_urist Bureau they were dealing 
': tth so.m•thmg more than a policy of adver­
hsmg wtthm the State: they wished to make 
Queensland ge!lcrally known not only to the 
peopL• cf their own State but to those of 
other St.atC'" and elsewhere. The advertise­
ments in that connection were bound up with 
the main question, and it had been found 
advise ble to keep it under the Chief Sec­
retary's administration. 

Mr. D. RYAN (Tou·nn-ille): He noticed 
that th,, nunagcr wns down for £400 and 
the ,, :retary for £300 last year and also 

for the coming year. He was rather sorry 
to see that, because. from the manager's 
report, he thought the Government had a. 
very good man. He said-

·' \Vhen I t<cclk control I found that Go­
vernment advertising was being handle{! 
by the Railways, the Titles Office, and 
the board." 

::\ ow they had been centralised, and yet the 
Minister said that he was not going to 
centralise anything more in tho oflice because 
the Intelligence, and Tourist Bureau ought 
to be kept separate. The manager went on 
to say-

" The functions of the old board were 
to select newspapers in which to advertioe 
the various Govcrn1nent announcements, 
control prices, check and pav accounts 
(Railways and Titles Office oxcei)ted)--" 

and so on. The Government thought it 
better to advertise for a good manager and 
give him sole control, and now he found that 
the;y 'vere not going to give him sole cDntrol. 
The manager also saJd-

" The additional functions are to con­
trol the advertising at railway stations 
throughout the railway system of Queens­
land, and also advertisements appearing 
in the public time-table books which were 
issued quarterly; also the issuing and 
collection of accounts, which work wa.s 
formerly done by the Railways Depart­
ment--" 

vVas that work being done by the manager? 
He did not know exactly. The country was 
payin!l' £400 to the manager-which he 
thought was quite inadequate-and £300 to 
a secretary, a gentleman who was a very 
old public servant. 

Hon. J. TOUIIE: And a good officer. 

11r. D. RYA~: Everybody knew he was 
a good officer. \Vhy was he not getting 
more? \Vhy <lid they not give the manager 
the price they must pay to get him to do all 
the work which the hon. member for Burnett 
had ment:oned-because they must pay for 
good work. The sum of £400 was not 
adequate as a salary for the manager of 
advertising for the State. It was only the 
salary of a public servant in a very meagre 
place. \Vhy, thPre y·erc men on the" Courier" 
and the " Daily Mail " who were receiving 
£1.000 a year for doing less work than those 
two men were ·doing, and they received only 
£700 between them. Why could they not 
pay to get the best work and take the Tourist 
Bureau in? The report showed the value 
of Mr. Watson and that the Government 
v.ere very wise in appointing him; at the 
same time, he was not .atisfied that he was 
doing the best he could do. In the mean­
time they would have to pay Mr. Watson 
more or thRy would lose him. 

Mr. PETERSON: \Vas not that job advertised 
and the salary stated? 

Mr. D. RYAN: You were not an applicant, 
were you? 

:\1r. PETERSON: No, but I would beat you 
for the job. (Laughter.) 

2\iir. D. RYX:'-J: He thought the House 
should say that tho~e men should get more 
money. 

Mr. Gl!NN (Carnarvon): Some of the 
countrv Press ha.d complained to him that 
they h'~d not been able to deal directly with 
!he adwrtising oflice. They had to put their 
business through some intermediary agent. 

i.Vl r. G·u-\'m, J 
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He did not quite understand it, but he 
thought that if it were possible the depart­
ment ought to deal directly with the country 
Press and not through any town agent. 
(Hear, hear!) 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUC~ION: The advertising manager had 
the whole management of the advertising 
m his hands and he ma•de his own arrange­
ments with the countrv Press. He under­
stood that he madp • arrangements both 
dir-:ctly with some country newspapers and 
mchrectly through agents with whom he 
came into contact ; but he made the best 
business arrangements he could. \Vith regard 
to the comments of the hon. member for 
Townsville, they found Mr. \V atson an ex­
ceedi";gly good manager, who was doing very 
effective w?rk and saving a good deal of 
money. The Government appreciated the 
work he was doing. 

HoN .. J. TOLMIE: He ought to know 
somethmg about the matter mentioned by 
the hon. · member for Carnarvon, but un­
fortunatel;y: he did not, although he was 
somewhat mterested in it. The hon. member 
SJ?oke tD ~im abou.t it but he could not give 
h;m the mformatwn. It had occurred to 
hnn th.at a pressman had said something 
about It, to the. effect that instead of the 
c'?untry Press bemg able to get the business 
direct from the department there was .a 
middleman. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: You will recollect 
that f_or a long tim~ the country papers would 
not give us the ordmary concessions that they 
gave agents. 

. HoN". ,J. TOL::\1IE: He had no recollec­
tion in connection with that at all. There 
was ': Country Press Association in Brisbane 
and If the manager dealt directly with then'! 
there 'Yould be no complaint, but somebody 
ca,me 111 between the association and the 
G_overnment to . get a " cut. in" of 20 per 
C<ont., or somethmg of that kmd. He wanted 
to say that, because last year he opposed 
the appomtment~not p<'r·conally, because in 
hJS oppo'ltlon w:th regard to those matters 
nothing '"as )>ersonal. It was only a questio~ 
of whotl;_er It was prop<;rly or n~t properly 
m':de. Last year he d:d not thmk it was 
quite properly made. 

The TREASURER : What do you think this 
year? 

Ho:;;. .J. TOLMIE: The position stood. 
He could say that the appointment was not 
properly made when it was made. He must 
say, from what he had heard, that that 
gentleman was a very efficient• officer and 
was doing his work well. He would like 
the Secretar.y !'or P!}blic Instruction to give 
him all the mformatwn he could with regard 
to the point raised bv the hon. member 
for Carnarvon. · 

Mr. D. RYAN: There was one point which 
he had forgotten. He wanted to congratu­
late the Government in regard to their atti­
tude respecting North Queensland. Although 
the:y had very many r:,ictures published of 
variOus parts of Queensland, North Queens· 
hnd long had been neglected. He was glad 
to see that the Government had taken it 
into their heads to advertise North Queens­
land. He thought they should, because 
Townsville was the third port of the Com­
monwealth, where 25,000 people did more 
work than 65,000 in Brisbane. He congratu­
lo.ted the Government on putting party 

[Mr. Gunn. 

politics aside, and selecting that old pioneer 
d literature in Australia-Archie Meston­
to write that book. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUC'l'ION: With regard to the question 
whether they were giving their advertising 
through an agency or direct to the country 
Press, he understood that by a general pro· 
c< ss now they went over to the Country Press 
Association in Brisbane, or to agents. So 
far from aw:body cutting in between, ex­
perience hacl proved that it was the very 
opposite. They could get a better . ar:ange­
ment with the Country Press AssociatiOn or 
Reuter's than they could direct with the 
newspaper. He would give an example: The 
Government asked a certain country pape~ 
for a quote for a contract, and £60 was 
quoted. '.rhey then went to Reuter's Agency 
and got the same quotation for £30. So they 
found that the new arrangement gave better 
results to the department. 

Hon. J·. ToL:IIIE : Well, they must pay 
Reutor's Agency, mustn't they 1 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: As far as the departm·ent 
was concerned there were a saving effected, 
and they got a better service. 

Mr. CORSER: He noticed that there was 
an idea to advertise the State industries by 
moving pictures. He wanted to know .fr?m 
thu Minister if the department was givmg 
assistance by way of endowment, or other­
wise, through the advertising office of that 
d,partment. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: It was not done through the 
advertising manager at all; it. WIJ:S ~ot _u~der 
his province, nor within his JUrisdiCtio!!. 
The Advertising :t\1anager was an e]{pert m 
tht> methods by which Press advertisements 
could be put into phe Press. He. knew how 
ir. could be put m more effectively-what 
part of an advertisement could be cut out, 
how it could be elaborated, enlarged, or 
emphasised, in some particul~r. way-al!d 
how it would induce the advertismg man In 
rL gard to space. Those matt<;>rs c~me. pr.o­
rwrl;v under his duti"'s. T? give him JUl'IS­
dictwn for a travellmg picture show-even 
to advertise the State enterprises-was not 
a matter which he could adequately deal 
with. 

Mr. ROBERTS: WiLs the extract which 
the Mimstcr read in reply to the hon. 
member for Carnarvon, something that had 
come about sinc0 the appointment of Mr. 
·watson? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
RTRUCTION: He understood it was not 
s~ince he had been appointed; it was about 
three years ago. 

Mr. ROBERTS: That is the reason why he 
pressed the point. He contended that the 
statement made by the hon. II).ember for 
Carnarvon warranted consideration and in­
quiry. ~rhere was no reason why they should 
not do their business direct with the Press 
of Queensland as against some agency. 

Mr. D. RYAN: Why rob the country man? 

Mr. ROBERTS: He was not robbing the 
country man; he wanted to get at the man 
in the city, who must be the intermediary 
agent. The Minister for Education told 
them the"·e was Reuter's Agency and also 
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the Country Press. He thought an arrange­
ment should be made whereby the commis­
sion which was being paid could be saved. 
He understood the Government were out 
against tho middleman, and yet thev had a 
gentleman to look after the business o.f adver­
tising,. and he could not do his business 
between the people and himself without 
bringing in another man. He must thereby 
be paying at the least 20 per cent. 

::\fr. JONES (Oxley): The agents were 
not employ en by the Government; they 
were employed by the newspapers. The 
new3papers put their advertising in the hands 
of an a(\"ent and gave a big discount. That 
agent went to the Government and quoted 
rates, lf''l part of the discount which was 
allowed. It was a matter of common know­
ledge with anyone who did advertisino- that 
it could be done more cheaply through" those 
agencies in whose hands the advertising was 
placed than with the new>papcrs themselves. 
If there was any complaint. the remedy 
rested with the newspapers; they should not 
place their business in the hand,. of the 
agency if they did not want it done through 
them. The Government did not pay the 
commission at all; it was the newspapers 
that paid the commission. 

An 0PPOSITIOX JYIE)IBER: The Minister told 
us it was better to do it through the agent. 

Mr. JONES: Quite so, because the dis­
count ma,cle it po.~sible. If the paper said to 
Rcut<:n·'s, "vVe ~ill sell you our space at a, 
eertam rate per mch, less 25 per cent.," and 
Router's went to the Government and said 
" \V e can give you 20 per cent. off thi~ 
rate" and make 5 per cent. ourselves. it 
was better for the Government to do it ·and 
save 20 per cent. It was only reasonable 
for them to do it. He was quite certain that 
if the Government did not do it, they would 
hear an outcry from the other side of the 
House that the Go' c;·nment were doing busi­
ness wastefully and not saving 20 per cent. 
The whole matter rested entirely with the 
papers; they C'ouid cli,pense with the services 
of the middleman if they wished. 

Ho~;. J. TOLMIE: The hon. member for 
Oxley appeared to know a,. great deal about 
this matter, but he did not know evervthing. 
The countrv PreJS for some time had an asc.o­
ciation of "their own, and that associati~n 
did the business for the country Press. He 
gathered from what was said that the Coun­
try Press Association had approached the 
Government with a view to taking over that 
advertising, and the Government rcfuse·d. 

::\1r. Jo~ms: That w:ts not :Mr. Gunn's com­
plaint. 

Mr. D. RYAX: A lot of their country 
members were farmers, and they wrote to 
certain city productions which circulated in 
that Hons<'. in the country, and in the city, 
and he did not see why the Government 
should be ·debarred from giving those poor 
men a chance, when writing those letters, 
of getting some little commission on adver­
tisements. He thought the matter should 
sta ne! as it was. 

Mr. GILLIES (Eacham): He had listened 
with a great deal o£ interest to what had 
been said on both sides of the House with 
regal'd to the question of employing agents. 
He had not been able to see any reason why 

either the country newspapers or the Go­
vernment should pav commission if what the 
hon. member for Oxley said was right. He 
would be quite satisfied if the Minister would 
give an assurance that the country newspaper 
could approach the Government direct and 
get that work. The Minister had not made 
that dear. He also would like to know 
whv Router's or even the Country Press 
Association should get a commission out of 
work which the Government had to do. It 
appeared to him that while the Government 
had work to do, there was no need for the 
middleman, because the Government surely 
knew what price they wore prepared to pay 
for their advertising or their work. That 
being so, there should be no noce,sity for 
either 10 per cent. or 20 per cent. being 
collected by city agents. He would like some 
assurance from the Minister that what the 
member for Oxley said was true-that country 
new;papers could approach the advertising 
manager direct and get the work. 

Hox. J. A. FIHELLY: He thought any­
one who examined the whole position would 
find that the fault was not with the Advertis­
ing Branch, or with Reuters, but rested en­
tirely with the country newspa,rers. What the 
hon. member for Eacham said was quite 
correct-thev should not have a middleman 
if they could possibly dispense with him. 
The position was not-as he stated-that the 
Government wao aware of the rates cha,rged 
by country newspapers. They had a special 
Government rate, and all the time they had 
reg-arded the Government as a good mark 
for straight-out imposition. It was a pity, 
but it was correct. Last year the member 
for Burrum asked him a few quc,,tions with 
regard to the Public Curator's advertising, 
and he gave an illustration, which could 
ver:: aptly be given again to-night. The 
Public Curator'& Department asked for a 
quote from an Ipswich paper. Their quote 
was-

" GO\·ernment rates-£93 dailv adver­
tisement ; £70 thrice weekly; [me! £52 
t'.':ice weekly. 

" Sca.le rate-£41 daily advertisement; 
£29 thrice \Yeekly ; imJ £25 twice 
weekly.'' 

That is to say, that where they were asked 
£93 th"~ would get the same for £41; where 
the' were ash'cl £70, Routers could get it 
for' £29: and thirdly, where they were asked 
£52. they could gd it for £25. They 
arranged for advertising for the sum of £400, 
and the contract was exactly the same as for 
£1,322. He thought that when the country 

newspapers realised the position 
[8.30 p.m.] they would deal with the Gov~Jrn-

ment direct, but they recogmsed 
that thev could not impose on the Govern­
ment. He had quoted last vear the case of 
cement manufacturers who· were similarly 
imposing on the Commonwealth by all the 
tenclerPrs tendering a certain price. In the 
pncl the Commonwealth Government dealt 
with onlv one tenderer and the contra,ctors 
found mit that the bE'st' way to conduct their 
bu, iness was to quote the ordinary busi'!'ess 
price. \Vhen the country pa,pers recogmsecl 
that the Government Advertising Board was 
conducted on business lines, and wanted the 
~ame space for the same sum of money as 
private firms. then they would deal differently 
with the Government and give the proper 
,-a.t;·... The Public Curator's Office last year 
embarked on a rather extensive advertising 

Hon. J. A. Fihe!l?.t·! 
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campaign. It was competing with the Union 
Trustee Company and the Queensland Trus­
tees. Every newspaper in Queensland wanted 
to charge the Public Curator's Department 
an increase of about 20 per cent. for adver­
tising rights, because it was a Government 
department. The position was intolerable. 
The Public Curator's Department could not 
compe>te with the Queensland Trustees or 
the union Trustee Company whilst the vari­
ous papers in Queensland demanded their 
"pound of flesh." Consequently, the Govern­
ment sought to get the business at the rates 
at which the competing companies were get­
ting it ; and, to do so, they had to consult 
t~e v>:rious agencies in the towns, and they 
drd rt successfulJy. While newspapers 
existed which wanted to extort money from 
the Government all the time, the Government 
must protect itself. They had business con­
cerns like the Savings Bank and the Public 
Curator's Department which were out in open 
competition with other branches of business 
in private life, and the:v must get the same 
value for their money, just as the Insurance 
Dcp~rtment demanded from the newspapers 
preCisely the same rates as given to private 
companies. If it were impossible to get 
the rates that private companies got, the 
Government might as well cease insurance 
work, a.nd not attempt to extend the 
insurar,re office. 'Fhe position, he admitted, 
was a deplorable one, but the remedy lay, 
not in the hands of the Advertisino- Board 
but in the hands of the country ';,nd cit; 
newspapers. Let them be reasonable, and 
apply the same treatment to the Govern­
ment enterprises ":s they applied to private 
firms, and a solutwn of the whole problem 
would be quick1y found. He deplored very 
much the engagement of any agencies be­
tween the supplier and the consumer, but at 
pres<_'nt it was necessary, and the remedy 
lay m the hand~ of the country newspapers 
and the Press of Queensland. 

Colonel RANKIN : He would like to say 
a :word M two in connection with the ap­
pomtment of the manager for thi,, depart­
m~nt. He had heard praise on all sides 
w1th regard to the conduct of the depart­
m~nt by that officer, and he thought it was 
wrse that the large expenditure in connection 
with State advertising should be under the 
<!ont;ol of the n;wst competent man it was 
possrble to obtam. He would like to call 
att-ention to one item in the vote with re­
garo to the appointment of a messenger 
wh!ch had not appeared before, and fo; 
wJ:rrch the huge sum of £48 was put down. 
D1d that mean for a year's salary or was 
it for only portion of a year? He ~as sorrv 
to think that the present Government would 
be a party to employing anybody at the 
absurd sum of £48 a year. The Government 
were constantly stating that they were a 
non-s\veating Government. 

The SECRE'fARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
He is only a boy, fourteen years of age. 

Mr. PETRIE asked the Minister whether it 
was not a fact that ,a special man from 
Sydney had been engaged to do work in 
connection. with Government adver-tising; 
and ulso rf_ Mr. Watson, the Advertising 
Manager, drd not contribute literary work 
to one of the newspapers. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION explained that the new method 
was an innovation commenced under this 
Government about eighteen months ago. 

[lion. J. A. Fihel!y. 

For example, an advertisement for which 
£60 was asked for three years ago, under 
the new method, and through Reuter's 
Ag·ency, was only £30. There was no com­
pulsion on the part of country newspapers 
to go to the association. They could go 
direct to the Advertising Manager if they 
wished, but thev found that it was desirable 
to go to the agency because it enabled them 
to keep c,ne account instead of having ac­
counts in different places. It was quite clear 
that the Government was in duty bound to 
go to the agents if the agents could give 
them a low quotation. The gentleman 
brought up from New South Wales was paid 
purely on commission, and was doing very 
good work. 

Hon. J. TOLMIE: Was there no man in 
Queensland who could do it? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTIO::"<i' : He would not say that. In 
reference to Mr. Watson writing articles for 
a newspaper, he was doing that work by per­
mission of the Public Service Boaro. 

Question put and passed. 

DUNWICH BENEVOLENT ASYLUM. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­

STRUCTION moved-That £35,871 be 
granted for "Dunwich Benevolent Asylum." 
Last year £36,783 was voted, but this year 
only £35,871 wao asked for, making a deo£ease 
of £912 on this yea"'s Estimates. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE pointed out that it had 
been the practice to remunerate some of the 
old men and women at Dunwioh for perform­
ing certain small services about the place 
b:y giving them a couple of pounds every 
quarter or half year. He was told that the 
Government had seen fit to discontinue that 
practice, and he wanted to know if that was 
the case. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: He understood that the 
3ystem of making a small payment to the 
old people for little services which they 
rendered was still carried on. He knew that 
in many instances thes were very glad to 
get a little emolument in that way. 

Hon. J. TOL}HE: The practice is not dis­
continued? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: It is not yet discontinued. 

Hon. J. TOLMIE: But it is to be? 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­

STRCCTION: He did not say that it was 
to be. He had no doubt that ·in some oases 
dissatisfaction might be expressed with re­
gard to the amount paid. 

Mr. :FORSYTH: He noticed that the 
salaries of the carpenter and plumber had 
been transferred from the vote for Dunwioh 
to the vote for the vVorks Department. He 
thought it would have been better to have 
left these two items against the Dunwioh 
vote. Why should they be transferred to the 
Works Departm·ent? Nothing had been 
saved by the transfer. Certainly, the vote 
for Dunwich was reduced, but the amount 
went on to another vote. These men we1;e 
doing just the same work as the baker, the 
engineer, and the cook, whose salaries were 
all chargeable to the Dunwich vote. Why 
should they take the carpenter and plumber, 
and put them in the \Vorks Department? 
lt made no difFerence, because they were 
debiting one department against the other. 
Another matter he would like some infor­
mation on was this : He understood that 
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some of the people in Dunwich, before they 
went there, received the Commonwealth old 
age pension. He wanted to find out from 
the Minister if the people who went into 
Dunwich still got the old age pension from 
the Federal Government, or was the money 
credited to the department. He understood 
there were some who had been in the habit 
oi getting the old age pension, but preferred 
to go to Dunwich, where they would be 
better looked after, and he wttnted to find 
out whether they were allowed to get the 
pension. He imagined that if thev were 
entitled to get the pension, the amount should 
go to the credit of the department, because 
they were being kept by the State instead of 
by the Federal Gmernment. The expenditure 
in connection with Dunwich was not increas­
ing rapidly. The amount this year was just 
about th<> same as the last couple of years. 
In 1914-15 it amounted to £7,000 less than 
was spent la~t year. No doubt the Hon. the 
Minister would tell them that the reason 
for that was the higher cost of material and 
provisions. Bnt they always understood 
when the old age pension scheme came into 
operation in 1908 or 1909 there would be a 
great saving in the vote for Dunwich. He 
noticed that in 1907-8 the aggregate amount 
spent for Dunwich was about £60,000, and 
the next year, because of the Federal Go­
Yernment's action, the amount was reduced 
tr. no less than £34,000. ;\low it is not de­
creas!ng ver:. much or increasing very much. 
Looking at tht' report he found there were 
about forty-eight people less in Dunwich than 
a year ago. He thought that• was rather 
a good thing. because while it was a good 
thing to have a Tewrt of that sort for the 
benefit of those old people, he thought it 
',ras a good thing that the number of people 
in that resort should be growing less. That 
might account for the fact that the amount 
asked for this vear was less than the amount 
spent ln.st year: He hoped the Minister would 
give som';' information in Tegard to those 
two questiOns. 

At fifty minute·• past 8 o'clock, 
Mr. S1nTH took the chair as Temporary 

Chairman. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC I~­

SI'RUCTIO~: With reg'ard to the carpenter 
a.nd plumber who had been taken from t·he 
department and handed over to the ·works 
Department, he thought the reason for the 
change was a very simple and a very good 
one. The Public Works Department was the 
department which dealt with buildings, and 
it had been found that these men were more 
nat~1rally placed under that department, 
wh1ch co.uld keep proper supervision over 
them easwr than the Hom·e Secretary's De­
partment• could. 

Hon. J. TOL::\fTE: Is it not a fact that the 
unions insisted that it should be done and 
that they should be paid award rates?' 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
S'rRUCTION: ~o doubt they were paid 
award rates, and it was a proper thing that 
they should be so paid. Were. hon. mem­
bers opposite objP-cting to their being paid 
a ward rates ? 

:!\fr. FoRSYTH : My question was : Why were 
they transferred? 

The SECRET.\RY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: The Opposition seem to com­
plain that these men were paid award rates. 

Hon. ,J. ToLMIE: I have no objection to 
their being paid award rat-es. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: The transfer w.as justifiable. 
It was a propc>r thing that the carpenter 
and the plumb(,r, who did Public Works 
Department work in reality, should be taken 
over by that department. 

Mr. FORSYTH: Do those two men live down 
there permanently? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: He supposed they did, but 
the \Vorks Department had control over 
them, and could send them wherever they 
liked. This was a benevolent asylum vote, 
a.nd these men were ""'ore properly under 
the \Vorks Department, which could give 
them better supervisioa, because they had 
inspectors who could control them, give them 
instructions, artd insp~d their work. For­
merly, they had pract1cally no one to super­
vise them, and under the new vote they could 
be properly supervised. With regard to th.e 
question as to whether the Federal al_lthorr­
ti cs paid for the keep of old age pensroners, 
the facts were that the State paid 2s. 
towards the keep, and received Ss., the 
balance, from the Federal Government. 

:Ylr. ROBERTS: He took it that what 
the:; .!l'ot from the Commonwealth was Ss. 
and the inmatP himself was allowed the 2s. 
What he would like to know was the nmount 
the State got for the last twelve months on 
account of the inmates at Dunwich who were 
Commonwealth pensioners. He sC!pposPd it 
was in the Treasurer's Statement somewhere, 
but he could not see it in the report. There 
must be a large number of men and women 
in Dunwich who v;cre old-age pensioners, 
and he would like to know the amount paid 
to the State. With regard to the ca.rpenter 
a.nd plumber, he understood that this w.aF· a, 
new departure putting all tradesmen in th" 
\Vorks Dcp<~rtment. He differed from that 
procedure. He thought the Home Secretary, 
in passing tho'e men off to the ·works De­
partment, was not going to get as efficient 
and cheap work at the institution. There 
was no qne'tion of paying the men a lesser 
'·'age or less than the union wage. but his 
contention was that, in a. large place like Dun­
wich, there was ample work for a carpenter 
all the year round. If he was going to be 
tacked on to the 'Works Department he 
would prDbably be treated as a casual, and 
would got work there for a month and then 
go on somewhere els<' and another carpenter 
would be sent to Dunwich, and those men 
would be paid for going to the work and com­
ing back from the work. In these large Go­
Yernment institutions there was any amDunt 
of work for those men. There was a doctor 
there, " superintendent in charge who was 
fully competent to know what work was 
neCE'''sarv and to see that it was done, and 
]w thought the department was making a 
gre:>t mistake. \Vhether it was at the demand 
of the unions he did not know, but, from a 
departmenta.l. point of view, he thought it 
was a mistake to pass these men over to the 
Works Department. With regard to the 
question put by the leader of the Opposition, 
he was inclined to think-and it seemed 
serious to say it-that the Minister had been 
misinformed. He (Mr. Roberts) told the 
House about three weeks ago he made a 
visit to Dunwich and the men complained 
that C0rt11in sums of money were being 
stopped. Eight men altogether received sums 
of £2, £2 10s. or £3 a month doing odd jobs 
assi,,ting the carpenter and plumber, and 

Mr. Roberts.J 
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they felt rather aggrieved that these sums 
were stopped. He went to the Home Sec­
retary's Department, and was told that no 
provisian was made for paying these men. 
He then went to the vVorks Department and 
asked the Under Secretary for Works what 
provision he was making and whether these 
men had been passed over to that depart­
ment ; and he said no-they were anly dealing 
with tradesmen. Now the Minister said to­
night that those men were still getting those 
sums of money, and he thaught before the vote 
went through they shauld know definitely. 
Either the department had misinformed him, 
or else to-night they had misinformed 
the Minister in charge of the Estimates. 
They told him (Mr. Roberts) deliberately 
that the amount af money-£2 to £3 per 
month-had been stopped, and the Works 
Department said they were not going to pay 
the men. Tiley were only recognising trades­
men, and were going to have nothing to do 
with old dead-beats. They were told to-night 
that those sums of money were still being 
paid. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION: 
My information is that they are being paid 
for casual work. 

Question put. 
Mr. ROBERTS: He was not .-atisfied. 

Someone had misled him or the Minister, 
~nd he wanted to know where they were. 

'I'he SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IK­
STRCC'I'ION: He understood that the 
matter affected only about half a dozen in­
lnatcs, \rho \Vere a~.sisting artisans. l-Ie was 
not speaking merely o£ those men. 

Mr. ROBERTS: The leader of the Opposi­
tion was. 

'I'he SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC' Il'\­
STRUCTI0:'\1': No; he was referring to the 
system of giving payments to casual workers, 
not to ihose assisting artisans. He referred 

to inmates who were doing little 
[9 p.m.] odd jobs outside the asylum alto-

gether-just intermittent work; 
incidental work. The hon. membor for 
East Toowoomba referred to half a dozen or 
eight men who were assisting the artisans. 
That might be so, but the statement he (Mr. 
Hardacre) ma·de applied to those doing 
general work. 

Mr. ROBERTS : The Minister said that 
the inmate' to whom he referred merely 
comprised a few. It appeared to him that 
there were nearly as many as those he called 
the casual workers. He was fully aware of 
the position. He had been down there, and 
he was inclined to think that he knew more 
than the Minister in charge of the Estimates. 
The Home Secretary, or whoever was respon­
sible for the reduction, had not acted fairly 
to those old men. They were doing good 
service to the institution, and they looked 
upon their pay as a means by which they 
got a few luxuries. He regretted to find 
that one of the first acts of the Labour Go­
vernment, 'Nho had pleaded for the old in­
matPs .at Dunwich, was to take away their 
smoke money and their chance of their get­
ting a ride in the trams if they came to 
town. 

'I'he SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: 'I'he stntement of the hon. 
member was not correct. because they still 
paid those men. Thev were far more than 
the number the hon: member mentioned. 
There were woodmen, sanitary men, cleaners, 

[Mr. Roberts. 

laundrymen, and others. When he had 
been down there himself a man was sent to 
chop wood a mile a way from the settlement. 

Mr. RoBERTS: You would not give him £2 
a month to chop wood, surely ! 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: He would not be out all day 
or perhaps he would only be out one day 
in a week. The system had not stopped. 
The hon. member referred to half a dozen 
men who assisted artisans. 

Question put and passed. 

ELECTORAL REGISTRATION. 
The SEC'RETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­

STRUCTION moved-That £16,366 be 
granted for "Electoral Registration." Last 
year the amount was only £7,990, so that 
there was an increase of £8,376. He under­
stood that this year preparations for the 
elections were being made, which accounted 
for the increase. 

Mr. SWAYNE (Jlirani): On 25th July last 
he asked the Minister what were the arrange­
ments to enable Queendauders on active ser­
vice to vote at the next Federal election. 
The answer was-

,. Adequate arrangement" will be made 
in order that soldiers may record their 
Yotes at next general election." 

He thought ihey were entitled to an answer 
to the qubtion as it was a mo't important 
matter. Between 40,000 and 50,000 of the 
flower of their young Queenslanders were at 
the front serving their countrv, ·and when 
thev asked what arrangements were being 
ma-de to enable them to exercise a right to 
which thev were entitled, they met with a 
refusal. Under such circumstances, was it 
anv wonder that the Government were sus­
pe~ted of double dealing? 

The PRE;\!IER: ·what is there in that 
answer to arouse suspicion-only a diseased 
mind? 

Mr. SvVAYNE: Becau,e no anB'·:er was 
made. He asked, ""What arrangements are 
made?" And the ::VIinieter said that 
"A.rrangements \vill be made." Hi:5 qu0~tion 
was what the arrangements were. 

The PRE;\IIER: You might as well ask what 
the date of the election is going to be and 
because we· do not tell you you would be 
suspicious. 

Mr. SWAYNE: That was absurd; there 
was no comparison between the two things. 
The arrangements should be made now. 

The PREMIER: Arrangements will be made 
in plenty of time for the elections. 

Mr. SW AYNE: It would take some 
months to carrY out the arrangemento and 
the thing had ·to be set o'! . foot in good 
time. Why could not the Mmrster tell them 
whether the same arrangements would be 
made as last time, or that others would be 
framed? Accor,ding to hon. members oppo­
site, members of the Opposition were not 
entitled to any information at alL Under 
the circumstances, was it any wonder that 
thev were suspicious? There were 40,000 
or SO,OOO votes concerned, and yet t~e Home 
Secretarv absolutely refused to grve any 
informat"ion as to what arrangements would 
be made to enable those votes to be cast. 
The relatives of those who had gone to the 
front were entitled to that information, and 
Queensland was entitled to it, and he hoped 
the Government would J"ectify the mistake 
they had made and give the information. 
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HoN. J. TOLMIE: After the very indig­
nant attitude the Premier had adopted to­
wards the hon. member for Mirani, it was 
with fear and trembling that he (Mr. Tolmie) 
ventured to ask a question or two from the 
Minister in charge of the Estimates. As a 
matter of fact he was going to ask on what 
date the elections would t<~ke place? 

The PREMIER: You will be a-dvised in due 
course. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: He hoped the hon. 
gentleman would give them that informa­
tion, so that they could make proper ar­
rangements. Another question he desired to 
ask was: ·would the Government take ade­
quate means to have a purification of the 
rolls before the next elections took place? 
He was going through his own roll the other 
da;;- and he found--

Mr. POLLOCK : Some Labour voters there. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: There were some 
Labour voters there, and he always expected 
there would be some. It was not the Labour 
voters that was concerning him at the pre­
sent time, because he believed they would 
use a large .amount of common sense on this 
occasion and give him their support. 
(LaughtN.) His point was that the roll was 
not as clean as it might be. He knew of 
one case where a man had been dead for the 
last five years, and his name still remained 
on the roll. His son had been dead for at 
least two years, and his name was still on 
the roll. Then he knew of a considerable 
number of cases where names were on the 
roll wh0n they should not be on the roll at 
the pn <ent time; and his roll was only a 
sample of all the roll~ in Queensland. 

The PREMIER : I know of cases where 
people are very much alive, and their names 
arc not on the roll. 

Hox. J. TOLMIE: Thev could not be 
very much alive politically. if their names 
were not on the roll. He agreed with the 
Premier that those names should go on 
the roll, and he was quite sure that the 
hon. gentleman agreed with him that those 
nameo which should not be on the roll should 
be taken off. 

The PREMIER : There is no danger of dead 
men voting. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: He had known votes 
to be recorded in the names of dead men 
before to-day. It was in the interests of all 
parties that a purification of the rolls should 
take place. 

Mr. VOWLES: He had had a look through 
his roll, and he found the same as the 
leader of the Opposition had found-that 
there were names there which should have 
been taken off two years ago. He knew of 
whole familie~ who had left Queensland for 
New South Wales some time ago and their 
names were still on the roll. There was no 
machinery under the present Act by which an 
objector could have those names removed, 
the only person who could object being the 
returning officer. He also wished to point 
out that section 19, subsection (2) of the Elec­
tions Act of 1915 dealt with charitable insti­
tutions. As to what was the correct defini­
tion of charitable institutions he was at a 
loss to know. Under that section the in­
mates of the sanatorium who came to his dis­
trict were registered on his roll, and in 
addition he had on his roll all the Dunwich 
patients who originally belonged to his 

-districl".. He had pointed the matter out 
to the Electoral Registrar, and also to the 
secretary of the sanatorium, because he was 
perfectly sure that he could successfully object 
to those inmates voting for his distriet, be­
cause they ha·d no right to be on his roll, 
and as a result they would be disfranchised 
for their own district. He understood that 
the secretary of the sanatorium claimed that 
the inmates were entitled to vote for his dis­
trict, and as a certain amount of political 
engineering was going on, he thought it only 
right that the position should be determined, 
so that those people shol!ld not be disfran­
chised. As far as he was concerned, he 
would object to them voting for that dis­
trict when they had no right to be on the 
roll at all. They could only be registered 
for the district to which they belonged. 

Mr. GLEDSON: You are taking exception 
to a sick man's vote. 

Mr. VOWLES: He did not care if fifty 
times as many were on his roll. It would 
not affect him at all. The object of that 
section was to provide that the inmates of 
Dunwich should have a vote, and it was 
considered it would not be a fair thing for 
them all to vote for the one electorate. The 
same thing applied to the sanatorium at 
Dalby, and he w.as bringing the matter up 
so that nobody would be taken by surprise, 
and so that those sick men should get a 
vote instead of being deprived of it. 

cilr. GRAYSON: Forty thousand people 
had left Queensland for the front, and ample 
provision should be made to enable those 
soldiers to vote at the next election. Mem­
ber'C on the Government side claimed that 
60 or 70 per cent. of those soldiers were 
unionists. 

The PRE:UIER: Mr. Holman said fully two­
thirds were unionists. 

:lir. GRAYSON: If that were so, then 
it was the duty of the Government to make 
ample provision for those unionists to record 
their votes at the next election. The answer 
given by the Minister in connection with the 
matter was somewhat indefinite, and it was 
not clear as to what means they intended 
to adopt to enable them to vote. He was 
personally interested in many of those young 
men who had gone to fight for their country, 
and he would like those young men to be 
given an opportunity of recording their votes 
at the next election. 

The PRE~!IER: Your desire will be grati­
fied. 

Mr. GRAYSON: There was another matter 
to which he would like to refer. He noticed 
during the last month or six weeks that 
policemen were going round from house to 
house-particularly at the hotels and board­
ing-houses-collecting names to place upon 
the rolls. 

The PREMIER: Purifying the rolls. 

Mr. GRAYSON: He had no objection to 
that. Every fac.ility should be given to every 
elector to have his name placed upon the 
roll, irrespectiv;, of what his political opinions 
were; but at the same time-and he was 
not going to blame the Government for this 
-he did not think there was the same pre­
caution taken in getting names in country 
electorates upon the rolls that there was 
taken in regard to the city. The sergeant 
and the acting sergeant in the different 
centres in the Cunningham electorate used 

Mr. Grayson.] 
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every mcanc to try and get name,; upon the 
electoral roll. At the same time he con­
tended that, on the eve of a general election, 
it was the duty of the Home Department to 
render assistance to the sergea-nts of police 
in the different districts in order to get 
every available man on the electoral roll. 
It was utterly impossible for the constables 
in ~harge of the different country centres to 
visit every house in the electorate or the 
particular district. Now, that was not a 
party ma-tter; it interested the Labour party 
equally as much as it did the Liberal party. 
Every man's and every woman's name should 
be placed upon the roll before a general 
election-and or, the right roll. In his 
opinion it was a matter in which the Go­
vernment should expend a, few hundred 
pound'. in country districts. There were a 
good many new people who went to country 
districts and forgot all about having their 
names placed upon the roll for that district. 
He hoped the Government \vould not forget 
what he had said regarding the soldiers. 
Those young men took a great interest in 
Queensland politics. 

Mr. COLLINS: Especially Labour politics. 
Mr. GRA YSON: He wa-s not speaking 

about Labour or Liberal. Judging by the 
votes that had been recorded during the last 
Federal election, it seemed to him that a 
large majority of our soldiers were in favour 
of the National party. (Government dissent.) 

:Mr FREE : They were faked. 
Mr. G RA YSON : He had no hesitation in 

sasing in regard to the soldiers who had 
volunteered and had gone to the front that 
if they were enabled to record their votes, 
there would be a large majority of them in 
favour of National candidates. (Government 
dissent.) 

Mr. H. L. HARTLEY: With regard to the 
roll and the pos,ibilities of purifying it, 
if the Stat.: rolls were not what they ought 
to be, it was not the fault of tha-t Govern­
ment, and it wa'' not the fault of the Act and 
the provisions of the Act that they had made 
for the control and regulation of elections. 

Mr. GRAYSON : I didn't blame them. 
:Mr. H. L. HARTLEY: He was not refer­

ring to the hon. member for Cunningham. 
He was referring to the leader of the Opposi­
tion and the member for Dalby-pa-rtirularly 
the member for Dalby, who, being a lawyer, 
ouo:ht to doubly know the laws of his own 
State. Seeing that hon. members were here 
when this Government passed the present 
Act. thev ought to know that every provicion 
had bee;., ma.de for cleansing th<> roll. By 
interjection to the bon. member, he had 
stated that he still had the same right to 
object to any name on the roll and get it 
removed. 

J\1r. FORSYTH: You cannot remov.:· it. 
Mr. H. L. HARTLEY: Possiblv he did 

not understand the meaning of English. 
Mr. FoRSYTH: I don't think you do. 
Mr. H. L. HARTLEY: Possibly he did 

not ; but he would read section 31 of the 
Elections Act of 1915, which stated-

" Any name on a roll may be objected 
to bv objection in writing lodged with 
or rriooe by an electoral registrar: pro­
vided that ·a sum of 5s. shall be deposited 
in respect of each objection lodged by any 
person other than the electoral registrar 
or a prescribed officer, to be forfeited to 
His Majesty if the objection is held by the 

[Mr. Gmysm. 

electoral registrar to be frivolous. The 
objection shall be in the prescribed form 
and be signed by an elector registered 
on the same roll, or by the electoral 
registrar or by a prescribed officer. It 
is the duty of each .:lectoral registrar to 
lodge an objection in writing setting forth 
the ground of such objection in respect of 
a-ny name which he has n•ason to believe 
ought not to be retained on the roll." 

Mr. VOWLES: Can you compel him to do 
it? 

Mr. FREE : There is the Act. 
::Y1r. H. L. HARTLEY: The leader of th£ 

Opposition said he knew of'people who were 
dead and whose names still were on the roll 
and had not been removed. The hon. mem­
ber for Dalby said practically the same thing 
-that there were names of people on the 
roll who were away in New South Wales, 
and there was no provision for removing 
them. 

Mr. VOWLES: The Principal Electoral 
Registrar agrees with me, too. 

Mr. H. L. HARTLEY: He did not think 
there was any getting . away from that pro­
vision. 

Mr. VowLES: You cannot compel them to 
tak<: it off. 

Mr. PETERSON : The registrar told me he 
could. 

Mr. H. L. HARTLEY: The Act says-
" Th.: objection shall be in the pres­

cribed form and shall be signed by an 
elector registered on the same roll or 
by the electoral registrar." 

Did it not say plainly he could lodge an 
objection? 

Mr. VowLES: You can lodge an objection, 
but you cannot compel him to deal with it. 

Mr. H. L. HARTLEY: It would be dealt 
with in the revision court. 

Mr. VowLES: No, it will not. 

Mr. H. L, HARTLEY: It must be. 
:Mr. VOWLES: The Principal Electoral 

Registrar does tnat, but nobody else can. 
Mr. H. L. HARTLEY: He thought that 

that regulation was very clear, The '?nly 
difference between that Act and the prevwus 
Act was that they could not go to an elec~oral 
registrar under the "cush " and tell him a 
number of men had gone out of the district 
and to remoYe them. Tha-t, perhaps, was 
what the hon. gentleman wanted to get at, 
and which they wished to obtain when another 
Government was sitting there. 

Mr. VowLES: You cannot compel them. 
Mr. H. L. HARTLEY: What nonsense the 

hon. gentleman talks. If an objection was 
lodo-ed and a revision court came out, the 
electora-l registrar was bound to remove 
them If he did not, the hon, gentleman 
had his remedy under the Act. 

Mr. FoRSYTH: What is the remedy; tell 
us the remedy. 

Mr. H. L. HARTLEY: To go down to .the 
court and see that the name was dealt with. 
That was provided in that Act. The hon. 
gentleman knew it perfectly well. He was 
not going to go right through the Act. 

Mr. FORSYTH: The hon. gentleman did 
not know the Act at all. What was the 
position? Tiie electoral registrar himself 
could not take a name off the roll unless 
under cerW.in conditions. If an elector had 
left his own district and had gone to an-
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Dther district, and a.s he had not taken the 
precc.ution to have his name transferred 
from the district from which he came to the 
district in which he was, his name could 
not be taken off the roll either by the elec­
toral registrar or by anybody else. That 
was the worst Electoral Act they ever had 
had in Queensland. He had discu~sed that 
question with the Chief Electoral li,egistrar. 
He knew of hundreds of names d'f people 
on the roll in his electorate who had not 
been living there for years; and as a matter 
of fact they could not take them off. Some 
of them had been on the roll for ten years 
and they could not get them off the roll 
until they had gone on to another roll. As 
soon as they went on to another roll they 
could be put off the roll for the district 

which they had left; but if a 
[9.30 p.m.] man or woman neglected to go 

off the roll for the place they 
had left and to go on the roll for the phce 
they went to live, no one-not even the 
electoral rcgi' trar-coulcl take their names 
off the former roll. I-Ie had discussed this 
question \vith the electoral registrar, \vho 
had told him that there was no power to take 
the names oti the roll. If they could pro­
duce proof that a man had left Queensland, 
he would J·r t~ken off the roll. 

::\Ir. H. L. HARTLEY: Have you got any 
clause in the Act which says th3t a name 
cannot be taken off the ro'll? 

::\Ir. FORSYTH: Yes, section 31 subsec­
tion (3). Xo one could be taken off the roll 
who had left the di,·trict until such time as 
he w:ls transferred to another roll. 

The s~ JRETARY FOR PcBLIC l:\STRcCTIO>f: 
Suppose he lea Yes the State? 

:\lr. FORSYTH: If they could prove 
that a man had left the State they >>Juld 
have his name removed from the l'oll. but 
he was speaking of people still living in 
Queensland e.ncl who had gone to another 
electorate. If a man under those conditions 
had ne glectecl to go on another roll, there 
were no pos~.ible means of taking him off 
the roll for the district he had left. Hun­
dreds of men in his own electorate had gone 
a way from the district for years, and there 
was no possible hope of taking their names 
off the roll, because they could not prove 
that they had left Queensland. The present 
Act was no good at all. It did not purify 
the rolls because it could not purify them. 

He wished to refer to the enormous in­
crease of expenditure in connection with the 
department last year. The amount put down 
on the Estimates was £7,990, but no less 
than £23,257 had been spent. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
\Ve had a referendum. 

Mr. FORSYTH: That referendum should 
neYer have been brought on; the money was 
actually wasted. The Government did not 
care what the expenditure was in any de­
partment, so long as it suited their own 
ends. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: That is 
a vei·y rash statement. 

Mr. FORSYTH: For railway fares, 
freights, printing, stationery, etc., £4,000 
had been put clown last year, while the Go­
vernment had spent £8,219. A considerable 
amount of the money was spent in connec­
tion with the elections. Under the system 
adopted, the Government had to employ 
more men to go through the various elec­
torates to find out the people who had shifted 
from one electorate to another. All this 

1917-7! 

meant a lot of expense. The old system 
was more simple and efficient, and, in his 
estimation, infinitely more honest. 

Mr. H. L. HARTLEY: The objection of 
the hon. member to the Electoral Act was 
not that the names had not been removed 
from the roll, but that names could not be 
removed easily enough. 

Mr. FoRSYTH: No, I do not mean that at 
all. I only want people on the roll who are 
entitled to be on. 

Mr. H. L. HARTLEY: The Act was 
plain. Clause 32 said-

"(2.) Where the electoral registrar is 
satisfied that the ground of objection 
stated in any objection lodged by a pre­
scribed officer is not a good ground of 
objection, he may dismiss the objection, 
in which ca"e no notice of the objection 
need be given to the person objected to. 

"(3.) An objection on the ground that 
a person does not live in a district for 
which he is enrolled shall be deemed 
not to be good unless it alleges that the 
person o bj ectecl to-

( a) Does not live in the district, and 
does not live in Queensland; or 

(b) Does not live in the district, and 
has obtained enrolment for some ether 
district." 

That was a ve1·y '' i,e pronswn. The hon. 
n • ·uber had sa id that electors had gone to 
~> ·: South 'iY~le,", and that there was no 
prorision ,-lwreby the_;· could be removed 
from thl' roll. That was proved to be 
wrong, became the Act made. prO\·ision. 
Thr·"C "'''.• a provision that anyone who 
il10vecl horn one eL'cto:·a! district to another 
could be rcmov ·cl from the roll of the clis­
tr;ct which he had left. 

:\lr. FOR'CYTH: Xot until he 1s enrolled 
in another cliotrict. 

::\Ir. H. L. ILI.RTLEY: What hurt the 
hon. gentleman was that he could not remove 
that voter in the way that his agents did 
a couple of years ago-before the last elec­
tion-at Xorth Pine and Bunclaberg. That 
was the hon. gentlemftn's trouble. They 
knew that these men left. their homes to go 
away temporarily, and they wanted to put 
them off the roll If tiwy could prove that 
the worke>r had left his place- of abode per­
manently, in nine times out of ten they 
would know where he went to, and they 
could find out if he was enrolled on another 
roll. In the old Jays, if a voter shifted from 
one street to another in the same eledorate, 
ar,cl his politics were known, then the house 
and land agent' and various landlords found 
that he had shifted, and his name was re­
moved from the roll. Now an objection had 
to be lodged in writing, and a fee of 5s. 
had to c,ccompany the objection to prove 
that their objection was a valid one. Another 
thmg which the unscrupulous agents did not 
like was wbclause (4) uf section 32-

" (4.) The person objected to may, 
orally ur in writing. in the prescribed 
manner, an<wer the objection." 

Then section 33 went on to say-
" (1.) On recPipt of the answer of the 

person objected to, or after the expira­
tion of forty-two days from the posting 
of the notic.,, or, if lists of persom ob­
jected to are published or advertised 
pursuant to the regulations after the ex­
piration of a period fixed by the regula­
tions, the elPctoral registrar shall deter­
mine the objection, and if it appears that 

Mr. H. L. Hartley.] 
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che person objected to is not qualified to 
b~ enrolle~ on the roll, shall strike out 
his name. 

This was the section \~·hich hurt the hon. 
ge-ntleman-

" (2.) If any objection is held by the 
electoral registrar to be frivolous, the 
person objected to shall be entitled to a 
reasomtble e.1lowancc not exceeding £5. 
.and the elDctoral registrar shall award 
sucl1 sum to be paid by the objector, and 
in default of paym•mt such sum !may be 
recovered by the electoral registrar in 
any mvil comt as "' debt due by the ob­
jector, and when eo recoYered shall be 
paid to the person objected to!' 

"That was the \Yhole trouble That safe­
guarded the right of an elector to his right 
•to vote for the e1<>ction of a member of the 
Legislative Assembly. The agents of hon. 
gentlemen opposite could not get on with the 
same roll-stuffing and roll-erasing tactics 
which used to prevail some time ago. The 
hon. gentleman k~1ew Yery well that that was 
a verv safe secbon. If thev knew a man 
had left the district. in nine cases out of 
ten thev would know \Vhere he went to. 
and they would soon see if he was enrolled 
<On another roll. It was only a question of 
"'ommunicating with the electoral registrar 
to see that. The people of Queensland would 
rccogni,e that the Act was a fair one, and 
<"afeguarded their interests, and prevented 
th<> unscrupulous tactics that at one period 
and anothet· twe.-ailccl in the State for the 
<>onduct of elections. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IX­
STRUCTIOX: A question had been asked 

2 s to \rhether regulations had been made 
in connection with the soldi<>rs' votes for the 
110xt election. The regulations had not yet 
been made. The· matter would be dealt with 
,,r some future time. and it was impossible 
to give an a:>Swer as to \Vhat the regula­
tions were gomg to be. Adequate provision 
would be m; de for the soldiers to vote. be­
ra use the Go.-ernment were not afraid of 
the soldi<>rs' .-ob•. The hon. member for 
D db0· raised the question about the votes of 
inmates of charitable institutions. as to 
whether they ;. oulcl vote for the electorate 
where the institution \\'as situated or 
whetlwr they \vould Yote for the electorate 
from \Yhich they came. That· was purely a 
matter for the electoral registrar. The elec­

·toral registrar was giving full consideration 
to the matter now. The hon. member for 
Cunningham asked that the rolls in countrv 
districts chould be attended to. Instructions 
had be<;n given to the police, and steps 
·were bemg taken to see that the police did 
their \\·ork in that respect. Steps were taken 
To see that the fullest vigilance was exercised. 
and that the ekdoral rolls were attended 
to in countrv districts. The Act compels 
every penon to enrol his name, and the 
police were putting the names on the roll 
·now. \Yhen the time came, they would ha,-e 
a full roll. The Government were not afraid 
·of a full roll, but. on the contrar:r, were 
.anxious to see a full roll. Under the· present 
·system of electoral registration, it was the 
-dutY of the electoral registrar to transfer 
persons who had r'emoved from one electo­
rate to another to the roll for the new dis­
-trict in which they resided, and in this way 
'.to preserve the elector's rights. 

At Hve minutes to 10 o'clock, 
'The CHAIR)IAN resumed the cliair. 

{Mr. H. L. Hartley. 

Mr. CORSER: He was glad to have the 
assurance that soldiers were going to have 
a vote. Soldiers had not yet had a vote 
under the Elections Act of 1915. The last 
referendum was held under the provisions of 
the Parliamentarv Bills Referendum ·Act of 
1908, and there WaS no machinery to gi Ye 
votes to soldiers. 

Mr. H. L. HARTLEY : Yes, there is ; you 
read the' Act . 

Mr. CORSER: Section 100 of the Elections 
Act provided that-

" The Governor in Council may from 
time to time make regulations providing 
for all or any purposes, whether general 
or to meet particular cases, that may be 
convenient for the administration of this 
Act or that may be necessary or expedi­
ent to carrv out the objects and purposes 
of this Act, including provisions for all 
matters enabling electors absent from 
Queensland to exercise the right to Yot_e 
either personally or by persons nomi­
nated bv them for that purpose, and, 
where there maY be in this Act no pro­
Yision or no sufficient provision in respect 
of anv matter or thing necessary or ex­
pcdiei'tt to give ,,ffect to this Act: r:rovid­
ing fo~ and ,supplying such omisswn or 
Insufficiency. 

Mr. H. L. HARTLEY: Read section 10. 
:\fir. CORSER: Section 10 provided for the 

protection of soldiers on ac~iYe sen·ice, and 
was intended to protect soldiers from hann.g 
their names remoV<:d from the roll, but It 
was under section 10J that regulations might 
be framed o-iying persons absent from Qusens­
land a vot~. Under section 100 pcrW!lS who 
had resided in Queensland, but now _ln·e-~ 111 

New South \Yales or \Yestern Australia. might 
Yotc pen'onally or by persons nominated by 
them for that purpose. Up to the present 
tinP no reO'ulations had been drawn up to 
make it po~sible for soldiers to vote. The 
Pr0mier had stated earlier in the ses'iion that 
each regulations had not been complewcl. 
It 1ms to be hoped that they would be com­
pleted at an early date. He trusted ~hat 
the Government would, at t~e same tune, 
make proYision whereby sokhers _who had 
become twent>-one vcars of age smce they 
left the State· "·ould. be enabled to be regis­
tered as electors. 

Mr. H. L. HARTLEY: That is provided for 
in section 10. which uses the \Yards " any 
right that has ac~rucd or will accrue." 

J\lr CORSER: If a soldier had a right to 
be ei~rolled. that right would nec?ssitate his 
making a claim, and he hop~d that the Pre­
mier would see that no techmcality \Vould be 
allowed to stand in the way of such persons 
being enrolled. \Yith regard to persons 
being allowed to object to the name of any­
one on the roll on pavment of a fee of 5s .• 
he thought the elcc~or'al regist:-ar should be 
able to deride on lus own motion \Yhether a 
per,on was entitled to have his name ~·e­
tainecl on anY roll. The \Yhole trouble With 
reo-ard to cl~an or dirtY rolls was due to 
th~ fact that there was an error in the claim 
form. Manv electors were on seyeral rolls, 
so that. although a man was registered on a 
particular roll, it was impossible to know 
what other roll his name might appear on. 

Mr. 0' SULLIV AX : You cannot be on more 
than one roll. 

Mr. CORSER: Yes. a man might be on 
three or four rolls. When he left his elec­
torate he forgot all about his State electoral 
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;:otc. ;'!Id p~~·haps in a tnc:nth's tiine he was 
questioned by soinehody. So1ne 1nonths 

afterwards he might be fdling· in 
[10 p.m.j an application fm· a YOte. He 

s~nY a question, ''~4_re you on 6.ny 
Dthe,· roll?" m· "\Yhat electoral roll are YOU 
on in the St ::tte ?" He did not know one !·all 
from another, and he ~tilted that he did not 
know, whereas if the question were in the 
form. ''\'\hat roll were vou on last?" it 
v:ould haYe 3UYed a great amount of trouble. 
'Cnder the present system he mixed up the 
State and Commonwealth rolls, but if they 

·could provide for every applicant answering 
""'uch a question as he had suggested they 
would have the m<tchinery for a perfect roll. 
Immediately a man went out of an electorate, 
he stated in his new electorate the electorate 
he had left. and the name automaticallY dis­
appeared from the old roll. He thought that 
w<ts tlw crux of the whole. matter and a 
poi1<r that th<' ::Ylinister might comider. 

Mr. ROBERTS: The hon. member for 
Fitzroy suggested that they could have the 
qualifications of an elector inquired into on 
lodging a deposit of 5s. He had been 
crlancing through the East ToO\YOcmba roll, 
and, rong·hly, the number of electors ·who had 
leit the State to his knowledcre was 300. 
Immediately he lodged objectioJlS it would 
be said that he ''"as "Bukocking" the rolls. 
E'il<CE' 1907, when he < ame into' the House. 
he had ueYer raisE'cl an obiection or sent a 
report to th0 regiFtrar in re'Spc•ct of any n1an 
"·ho had left his electorat0. although he had 
a thorough !mmdedcre of his electorate. and 
lw did not propose to do it now. . 

J\lr. H. L. HARILEY: Per hay< an agent 
did it for yo'L 

:\lr. ROBERTS: :1\o ag0nt did it for him. 
He discussed the matter wit!. the e:ectoral 
rc~:d~tr<H' onlY the other daY. and he asked 
hi1'n to "i'"e him the information. but he did 
not do.__ ~o. anJ he had no intention of 
doing so. He knew that those men had left. 
and he knc''" also that hundreds of other 
men and >Yonwn had left. ·what he was 
conr('rned about was ·whar 1:rns a rea:::;onahle 
tinw to allow after JWople had lefT thE' elec­
toro te or the houses in ''"hich the': had been 
tenants. 

J',h. LAXD : One month. 

Mr. ROBERTS: He lnd reople »·ho had 
left the elE'ctorate hYo or three years. 

:Mr. LAXD: They can be fined. 

:\lr. ROBERTS: He c:id not know that 
the.- could bf' fined. If the hon. nwmber 
\Yo{tld giYC' the nccrs~-ll'Y infonn:: tion per­
haps it would get them out of a difficulty. 
The recristrar must losE' siQ'ht of the large 
numbe1;s who left the State. and there had 
heeh no pro11er provision for C'l1ecking the 
rolls for the lust two vears. \Yith reg·ard 
to the soldiers, he wa,; c afraid that if they 
were not Yen careful some of them >Yould 
lose their right to vote. Suppose that the 
police. with cYer:-· goo-d intention-with no 
intention of getting anybcdy off the roll­
<:allcd at a house and asked who were there, 
and got the name~ of John and Elizabeth 
Smith. 'rhe other people had left the dis­
trid altogether 11erhap'. tmd if they found 
two othe;· people do'.Yn for that same house 
they would probably take them off the rolL 
The husband being a'vay, the ,,-ife had 
probably gone to live with her mother or oa 
friend. and in course of time would get on 
another roll. Under those circumstances he 

was just afraid that they '"ould lose the 
soldier >Yho was a\Yav. He hoped the Home 
SecretarY would co!1sider thc matte1·. In 
p<tssing, 'he wished to congratulat(• the Home 
Secretary OE his return to the Chamber 
after his little tour. (Hear. hear !) He was 
sure he looke :l rather imprO\"HL and he 
hoped that they ,,-ould get the information 
they desired first hand. 

Then there >vas the question of the young 
lad ·who leit Australia under the age of 
twentY-one. He believed that the Govern­
rnent \yere anxious to do the fair thing. and 
it was a matter theY could deal "·ith without 
party prejudice. 'Ihey ought to come to a 
decision on the lllatter. They knew that the 
elections must rea<onablv come within the 
next seven months. Tl}ey knew the diffi­
culties that existed in dOing things across 
the sea, and he thought that the arrange­
ments should be published as soon as 
possible, so that lads \Yho had left on active 
sen·ice and had attained the age of twenty­
one since they had been away would know 
1Yhat it \Yas 1H~c~_-.;'3ar..- to -do jn order to be­
come enrollccl. He. 'took it theY would be 
0ntitled to be enrollee\ for the district ··here 
the;~· resided previous to leaving. He took it 
that the name of any sold1er \Yho had left 
Australia \\'ould be r~tained on the roll? 

1\lr. DcxSTAK : If vou show too much 
eagernt1~~ in purifyini the. rolls according 
to yonr method, you are hkely to have a 
lot of soldiers' names remm·ed from the 
rolls. 

Mr. ROBERTS: He objected to the hon. 
member saying " his method." He had 
taken no steps to ha n• names taken off t.he 
roll, but he had taken every precaution to 
see that those who \Yere entitled to vote 
were not disfranchised. 

Quc2tion put and passed. 

HEALTH. 

The H0:\1E SECRETARY (Hon. J. 
Huxham. Burrmda) mo.-ed-That £15,618 be 
granted for "Health." He understood that 
arrangements had been made to adjourn at 
half-past 10 o'clock, and although he was 
quite prepared to go on he would keep the 
compact entered into. He would not make 
an.- comments on the Estimates, but would 
be c prepared to answer an:,· questions put 
to him. 

l\Ir. VOWLES: From what he could 
gather from the newspapers a retiring coun­
cillor in connection with the Sherwood ::'hire 
Council was unopposed at the elections. but 
his nomination was found to be informal as 
it ''"as not lodged until a few minutes after 
4 o'clock. The result was that there was 
no appointincnt, and it. Y\'a~ necessary for the 
Home Department to nommate some puson 
to fill the vacancy. A meeting of the council 
took place immediately after the difficulty 
arose, and a maj oritv of the councillors 
favoured the reappointment of the retiring 
councillor, but for some remarkable reason 
that man was not " Gazetted" as the 
appointee, and a gentleman who held Yery 
strong political opinions, who was secretary 
of the \Vorkers' Political Organisation, and 
who had ne\'er had anything to do with the 
local authority, was "Gazetted" by the Go­
vernor in Council to fill that vacancy. It 
struck him that that was an unwarranted 
act. 

Mr. Vowles.] 
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The CHAIRJ\L\::'-1 : Order ! The ban. 
member's remarks are hardly applicable to 
this vote. 

:Mr. VOWLES: The health authorities 
had a certain control over local authorities. 

The CHAIR::\1AN : Order ! The hon. 
member cannot deal with that matter on this 
vote. 

Mr. VOWLES: He claimed that it was a 
matter that came within the scope of the 
vote, because the Commissioner of Health 
was the man who controlled, under the 
Health Act, the members of local authori­
ties. There was some connection between 
that vote and the local authmities. How­
ever, he did not want to press it, but it was 
a matter that should be explained by the 
Minister. The same thing had happened in 
X orth Queensland. Then, again, in the Sher­
•.Yood Shire there had be,n an interference 
by the Home Department with that local 
authoritv in cJnnection with a contract. A 
resoluti~n wa" come to by a cm·tab local 
authority to giye a contractor an extra sum 
of £1C·1 on account of an increase in \1Id.ges, 
but the dcn·q·tmc nt interfered and rescinded 
the n -·olution b:: proclamation, v·ith the 
reeult that instc td of the shire losing £100, 
as tht~y '\:r-re prcnarcd to do, it cost then1 
huncln ds of pounds. If the department was 
forc:·d into that JlOi·;'ion, then there must be 
";me power behind the :C.Iini.· ter compelling 
hin1 to Jo it. 

The HOME SECRETARY: The hon. 
member h 1d refe,·recl to a matter that had 
lwen dealt with by his predecessor, and it 
was somewhat belated to bring the matter 
np now. All questions of that sort were left 
in the hands of the department, and he was 
perfectly 'atisfied that any appointment by 
the de!'e.rtment, either by himself or bv his 
predcC<'6sor, had been fully justified. As to 
the que'3tion of a council having to pay an 
extra sutn of money to a sanitary cop. tractor; 
when th- matter w.cs brought before him he 
had consilered that it would give an undue 
preference to a contractor who tendered too 
low, and consequently he thought he was 
justified in rescinding the resolution so that 
fresh tenders could be called. 

::Yh-. VowLES: It was very disast"ous to 
the shire. 

The HO::\lE SECRETARY: That might 
have been, but it might have been advan­
tageou6. If he thought the shire would have 
been put to a disadvantage he certainly 
would not have done so, but he had in his 
mind that it would be a fair thing that all 
should have a chance of retendering. 

Question pur and passed. 

HOSPITALS A:SD CHARITABLE INSTIT'CTIONS. 

The HO::\IE SECRETARY moved-That 
£221.421 be granted for " Hospitals and 
Charitable Institutions." That was an in­
cuase of £54,705 on the amount voted last 
year. As hon. members could see where 
the increase came in, he would not dilate on 
th<' matter, but was prepared to answer any 
qut>~tions asked. 

!\fr. VOWLES pointed out that at the 
Jubilee Sanatorium at Dalby the head nurse 
got £80 a year, one certificated nurse only 
£50, and six assistant nurses £40 a yea1• 
each, while the housemaid and scullerv maid 
got £52 a year. Those salaries appeared to 
be out of all proportion. These nurses, who 
worked amongst men and women who were 

[Mr. Vowles. 

in the last stages of decay and took their 
lives in their hands, should be paid more 
than the scullery maids. There were two 
milkmen (ex-patients) at £65 each, and three 
labourers at £65 each. Dr. Stewart ha-d 
established the system in vogue, and he 
understood Dr. Kilpatrick was carrying it 
out io a greater extent, by which they in­
duced f'x-patients to remain and work on the 
farm. They were given an opportunity of 
earning so1nething for then1selYes as a sort 
of outdoor patient. He could not help 
noticing, when he visite-d the institution at 
the same time as the Homo Secretary, that 
tho place was in a disgraceful condition as 
far as the garden was concerned. They had 
then also visited the convent, where one of 
the sisters waJ able to p1'oduce vegetables for 
the whole of the school, but two men at the 
sanatorium were not able to show any result 
nt all. 'What class of work were the labourers 
doinQ"~ The~~ were cheap men, ~'" they "\vere 
only receiYing £65 a year. The Hon'le Sccre­
Ln· when he went out. was just as much 
clisg~1-h.d with the state of affairs as he (::\Ir. 
VO\des) was. and brought about a speedy 
ehange. The pnblic would be interested. to 
know '>:hat notice the department was takmg 
of the su!'gc•-tions of the medical officers for 
the benefit of ex-patients. 

The HO"'IE SECRETARY said that Dr. 
Stew art's suggestions ha·d been fully carried 
out and the prc;ent doctor h·.d made a re­
corr;mendcltion that c '<-p.'tionts should bG 
formed iuto a sn1~dl colon:v, and ren1ain thero 
nntil thev fullv recovered. which thev were 
cn· 1 caYou~ring i:o carry out. They wCre ex­
}1cr1tncnting with tents, and if that \vas a 
•:wccn. thee: would go farther with the mat­
ter. rJ'hc v~alJOUl' l''"' l'l,fc-rred to \.VC1':2 f:X­

p .ticnte. \vho wi,hcd to remain, and he felt 
certain that thr y would fullv recover by 
ebvincc on. \Yith regnrd to the nurses. the 
foundation of a trnining was laid there. 
'l.'he nurses \V•'ro not worke-d as hard as the:,c 
were In gcncrc I hospihls. He recognised 
that the nurses should not only gct good 
acconmodation and wages, but should work 
r0ason:' ble hour c. The wages at the Dalby 
Sar:.atoriu1n were higher than they v;ere in 
ubsidised or general hospitals. He "·onld 

onlv be too pleaeed to increase the remunera-
tion as he had done at the Diamantina some 
two vears ago, but no complaints had been 
made bv the nurses on account of inadequate 
pav. He felt sure that he could satisfy the 
ho;,. member fN Da!by on all the points he 
had raised. 

Question put and passed. 

IKSANITY. 

Th, HO:\IE SECRETARY moved-That 
£135,737 be granted for "Insanity." , There 
was an increase of £17,560 on last year s vote. 
Hon. members would recognise that wages 
had been considerably increased, and that 
made up the ad·ditiowil amount provided for. 

Question put and passed. 

LAZARET. 

The HO::JIE SECRETARY moved-That 
£4,824 be granted for "Lazaret." There 
was an increase of £220 in the vote, made up 
largely by the increased cost of maintenance­
of the institution. 

Question put and passed. 
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At half-past 10 o'clock, 
The CHAIRMAX: Under Standing Order 

·No. 306, I will now lea\·e the chair, and make 
my report to the House. 

The House resumed. The 0HAIRMA>I re­
ported progress, and the Committee obtained 
leaYe to sit again at a later hour of the 
<lay. 

1\lAXY PEAKS TO NEW OAXNINDAH 
RAIL\YAY EXTEXSION. 

LEA \'E OF MniBER TO ATTEXD COC:NCIL SELECT 
CmnrrTTEE. 

The SPEAKER reported the receipt of 
:1 mec•,age from the LcgislatiYe Council 
TEquesting leaYe for lVlr. George Carter to 
atL•nd and giYe eYidcnce before a Select 
Committee appointed to consider and report 
upon the :i\lan_v Pe:1ks to New Cannindah 
Railway extension. 

The PREMIER moyed-
" That ieavo IJe given to thD hon. mmn­

ber to attend and be exmoined if he sees 
fit. and that such leaye be communicated 
to the Lf :;islative Council bv message in 
the usual form." • 

Question put and passed. 

STATE PRODUCE AGE:\'OY BILL. 
lil:ESS.\GE FROi\T THE CO<:NCIL. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of 
a messag-e from the Legislative Council re­
·tmning this Bill 'vith "'mendments, in which 
they im·ited the concun;ence of the As,embly. 

Ordered that the consideration of the 
me,sage be made an Order of the Day for 
to-morro,v. 

FARM PRODUCE AGENTS BILL. 
1\'l:E<:SAGE FRO:II THE CocNCIL. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of 
a message from the Council returning this 
Bill with amendments, in which they im·ited 
ilw concurrence of the Assembly. 

Ordrered that the consi·d'c ration of the 
mr·,sag-e be m , de an Order of the Day for 
to-n1ofrow. 

SUPPLY. 

RES1:}1PTTOX OF CO:II11ITTEE. 

(Jir. Eertra. ·1, Jfaree, in the ehair.) 

H0}1E SECRETARY'S DEPART)IEXT. 
LOCK HOSPITALS. 

The HO::\IE SECRETARY moYed-That 
£2JO br: granted for " Lock Hospitals." 

Ho:-;. J. TOL;\liE asked what was the 
Teason the:,- were going on \vit~1 the con-
siderdion of Supply. . 

The PRDTIER : \Ye are carrying out the 
arrangement made by your deputy on Friday 
last. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE pointed out that the 
Standing Order said that Supply should close 
M half-past 10 o'clock. 

The PRE}IIER : So it did close at that hour, 
:m cl the Committee ohtnincd leave to sit 
again at a later holtr. The Home Secretary's 
Estima tcs were not finished by half-past 10 
<O'clock, and I am giving the Opposition an 

opportunity of finishing them. (After a 
pause.) The hon .. gentleman seems to mis­
understand. 

Ho:-;. J. TOLMIE asked the Premier to 
explain the position. 

The PREMIER: The matter was easy of 
explanation. An arrangement was made on 
Friday night-in consequence of the Go­
vernment agreeing to adjourn at 6 o'clock­
that that day should be counted as one day 
for Supply ; and it was further arrap.ged 
that the RailwaY Estimates would be fimshed 
on the next sitting day, together with either 
the Home Secretarv's Estimates or Chief 
Secretarv's Estimate"s. He was carrying out 
that arr~ngement-to finish the Home Secre­
tary's Estimates to-day. In order that the 
arr"angcmcnt should be fully carried out, the 
Estimates should have been finished at half­
past 10 o'clock. The Opposition had failed to 
comply with their agreem~nt. But, in_ ord!'r 
to give them an opportumty of fulfillmg It, 
the Home Secrdarv moved that the resump­
tion of the Comm'ittce be made an Order 
for a later hour. That motion was carried 
bv the Hous0, and that was why they were 
r;,uming the discussion of Supply. If the 
lc.1der of the Opposition had any reasonable 
sug<;l'stion to make, he would be only too 
willin~r to listen to hin1 and torne to an 
uncler;bnding·. if he '" desired. They were 
taking the. Borne Secretary's Estimates in 
order- to carrv out what he understood to be 
an honourable arrangement 'vith the Opposi­
tioJL 

Ho:-;. J. TOLMIE: Personally, he did not 
make any arrangement last Friday, but he 
understood that the House adjourned at 6 
o'clock, because members on the Government 
side were anxious to get a'yay. 

The PREo!IER: That is not correct. 
The TREASC:RER: Your ""Whip" made the 

arrangement. 
Hox. J. TOLMIE: That was what induced 

the Premier to close down at 6 o'clock on 
Frid~Y- A statement appeared in 
"Hansard " which showed the arrangement 
th t was made with the Premier by Mr. 
J\1acr.rtney. 

The PRE:IIIER: I tell you distinctly that I 
did not "'ant to adjourn at 6 o'clock on 
FridaY. I wanted to adjourn at half-past 
10 o'clock. 

Hox. J. 'rOL'JIIE: r.Ir. Ylacartncy. when 
the Pt' n1icr sp{ ko er: ~hi,s 1n~tter. _s~-..i4, "\Ye 
to be ctllov·ed re ~.:-:onablc drscusston. 

The PRE'clER: That w ;s sul c•LJUent to the 
arr,·1__ngen1cnt. 

Hox. J. TOL;\IIE: That \n.s ''"hen the 
Hon~c 'n1s adjcn1'ning. and nothi!1g el~e 
could be d• ·10. =~~01'2 J!oan half the t11ne thts 
afternoon had been taken up by supporters 
of the GoYern1nent in disc-uHing; matter.s of 
Ettle importcnce, r.ncl that naturally limited 
the time at tL clisp:Js.d of the me.,·bers of 
Jhn Op•Jmition. If the cliscus-ion had been 
limited-as theY anticipated it would have 
bcen-thev would have been ;,ble to carry out 
the comp.act and h:l\·e sayed an hour and 
a-half of discu',,ion. The Oppnition had 
endeavoured to car''Y out the arrangement 
made to the fullest possible extent, eyon 
though the G"' ,>rnm .. 'l1t had placed bef;ne 
them the E'stim;tcs for the t\YO heanest 
departments in ihe sen·ice. and he considered 
that tlH~ a< <on of "-he Goyern1nent ·was a 
piPce of sharp practice. 

The PRE~IIER : The sharp practice comes 
from your side. 

Hon. J. Tolrm:e:l 
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Hox. J. TOL\IlE: He had exuressecl his 
candid 011ir:.ion on rhe :matter. I-le was not 
going to obh'ct to this ite1n going through. 
but he objected to the method by \Yhich the 
Premier hnd enc1l1 aYourt.:·d to attain his ends. 

::\Ir. \YIXSTA::\LEY (Qucwton): If the 
leader c;£ the Opposition had said at the 
commenc0ment, cf the sitting that he re­
pudiatet l Ihe ,,rrangement that \Vas rnade, 
the Government would have known where 
they wer~. ~.\s a matter of fact, the sugges­
tion to adjourn at 6 o'clock last Friday 
came from the Opposition side of the House. 
The Government had no idea of adjourning 
at that hour until the "·whip" of the Opposi­
tion came acro· 0• the House and said that, if 
the Govermnent would agree to adjourn at 
6 o'clock, the Opposition would undertake 
at the next sitting to put through the Rail­
\Va"'"T Estin1~ltes and the Estin1ates for the 
Ho.mo Secretary's Department or the Chief 
Secretarv's Denartrrwnt. It was not fair 
for the 'leader ·of the Opposition to suggest 
that members on the Go,-ernment side oi the 
Hou· e ol.ould remain silent and allow mem­
bers of the Opposition to have all their own 
'vay. Tb'-: --neint~·rs supporting the GoYeru­
ment hac! certainly rdr·ained from speaking 
qnite as n1nch a~ 1ncmbers. of the Op~)osition. 
\Vhat ::\lr. ~.Iaeartne-.r tlicl on th n1otion for 
the adj<,Ui'Dnlent of the T--Ious:_· on Friday was 
said after he--on his O\Vn volition-had 
entered int'l t'r· anangement which had 
been rw.~ntion( L and i I then-- was anvbodv 
who 1: \d not ;, p~:1yecl the gan1~~" it \V~s thO 
leader uf t> Op:JC -i: ro At the commence· 
ment d the sittinc,· t}1.' Premier told the 
hon. gentlc1nan tl:at if he was not '<ttisfi,_\d 
with the .2rranQ·r-n1cn~ v·hich had been n1ade 
he '" 1;;:. preparf.d to enter into any reason­
able arrangc,nL\~-1t. and ~t \Yas surnrising that 
the lca,~er of the Opposition shoul.l hav'" 
trken up the attitl-c1e "\Yhi-;h he had taken 
up during the v;ho1e 0£ the sitting. 
Qnc~tion put and pass(·'L 

]lEDIC.\L O:CFICERS. 

The HO::\IE SECRETARY moved-That 
£2)596 be ::::·J'alFvcl L1r ;, ~lcdical Officers." 
There \va~- :rlo ::dt- r -tion in this v ·te. 

Que3tion put and pa::secl. 

O"CTDOO:n RELIEF. 

Tiw HO:YIE SECRETAHY movcd-Tlut 
£9.4~6 bc> _.ranted for "Outdcor Helief." 
There _ s tl eh_ 'l'C'< -·<' o£ £2,9~0 in this ... ,otr, 
whi-::h \V ~-S due tJ eu~ fact that there \VaS not 
the de~1:nn(: on the G(_ \~01'-ln:..ent RcJi:~f Offic1J 
that r:w· a~ l{': ', :,-e?.r. 

Quz. t:on put anL1 ;1 ed. 

PO!".-tCL 

The HO::\IE SECRETARY moved--That 
£303.311 Lo g1·antcl for .. Police." Th(- re 
\\as an incr8a~ oi £:29,685 in this vote 
which ·. ·cs l mnle up Lv the increased 
1 :ttes paid tv ;nplnbcrs of th~ force. 

Hox. J. TOL::\IIE: The ',rlary of the pro­
dons Commissioner was £1.GOO per mmum, 
but he noticed rhat the sala1T ef the new 
Commissiono· wa,, £700. He 'would like to 
h:no1.-; \Yhat v;u;;; the reason for this discrep­
anc:. bet"-ccn the salary of the present occu­
pant of the office and tl1at of his predecessor. 
In 1n~~k~ng othnr v.ppolnbn-:.nts the Govern­
ment hue] paid in cc;·tain cases the full 
an1ount gh~en to the fonner occupants of 
the offices they had filled, and had in some 
instanc-.es increased the salary considerably. 

IJion. J. Tolmie. 

He shon:d 1ikc the :\Ijni.o;tcr to giYt) the Coni­
rnittee -,111H' iufo1·!~J tt: )11 on this nLltlt)r, and 
to explain why the office of senior tlrst 
ciass instlector had been done a\vay with. 
He hoped that the ::Uini'tcr would give them 
~o1nc inforn1ation, bee:' use the Police Depart­
m~nt was one of which he did not know 
very 1nuch farther than his association 'vith 
the men, and from tire highest to the lowest 
they seern~d to ''o their duty in a satisfactory 
manner. He noticeJ also that the forage 
allowances had been reduced from £10,000 to 
£8,000. Of course, thcv were not desirous 
of increasing estilnates at the present time, 
but, perhaps, '":nne reason could bf' assigned 
for the 20 J'l'cl' cent. decrease, because in the 
countrv districts the horse was as essential 
as the ~man. 

The HO:'IIE SECRETARY: When the ap­
pointment of Commissioner was made, they 
w<;re not prc;Jared to pay the incoming Com­
nussio~H~r the same salary as the outgoing 
Con1missionlr, ·who 'vas paid -an €Xtra­
ordinary D ch--ance over his predece,)so1·, and 
they the ught thot when the new appointment 
was made thev slvmld come back to what 
they considered a fair thing, considering that 
it \Vas an increase to an officer in the service. 
Nobod. recognised the w1.lue of the nresent 
Coaunl2sione~ n1ore than he did. _._ 

Hon. J. TounE: He is not worth as much 
as an Insurance Cmnmifsioner, for jnstance. 

The HO::\IE SECRETARY: The Insur­
ance Com1nissioncr was an officer entirely 
outside the u :u .J run, an officer who ~~_us con­
ducting '' ork that meant a profrt to the 
State.~ l-Ie was not going to undervalue the 
pre;;;pnt Con1n1issionc1· of Police, hut they 
could not compare the. two offices. The qnes­
tion of status had not been altered. With 
reg·a:d to the forage, they e'itimated that 
ovi.·ing' to the- !Iood season no tnore than 1vas 
set dmYn w·mld be required. He was hop­
ing- tf! cartail other expenses. so far ns 
pos.sil k. IYithont interfering in any \vay with 
the effiriencv of :he force. The incre(lses 
n..,ferreL1 ro ~ ::' ppli d to non-<!on1n1issioned 
officer.:- and n_f'n. For some Years past there 
had b~·\'n n g:-r"•1t agitation oil the p\trt of the 
police that thev sho:>ld g"t the same rate of 
pay a the men in ::\f "\· South \Vales, ctnd 
fron1 his exa1nination oi the fcrc ~~ down 
South-ar,d wl1e n ;u ), 1elai-de recently the 
smartne,:. of tl:. Queensland r olice had been 
con1n1entcd nnon-hf· tho~Jght that the 
Qnccnsle.nd lD;-:.>n \Vf?te hc,s :)nd con1parison 
\Vi rh th , • in the other Stat-: .,. He thono:ht 
the, sh ·rld not put then in t're position of 
re~2ivinc; less than th''Y received do'.-;n S;nth. 

Qucsti;n put and ;1assed. 

POLICE IX~, EST1IE!\T BOAr:n. 

Tire H0::\1E SECHETARY n~ovd--Thnt 
£32.000 'w ted for "Po!i.;c> Investment 
Be nl.'' ···as the :-:J.nw an1ount as last 
year. 

Hox. .J. TOL::\IIE: He understood that 
the Govc:-nment had promised that a Super­
nunnation Act ;·;ould be pthoed, and he would 
like to \,,,., whether that would be this 
se·-c:i Jn. The 1•olice were very dissatisfied 
with the presmt position and the~- hoped 
that the ne"· Act "-ould place them on a 
better footing. 

The PRDI!ER: One thing they knew is that 
they could ne-t get it from your side: 

Ho:'l. J. TOL::\HE: Perhaps the hon. mem­
ber \v-mlcl tell the·.r whether it was a fact 
also that they could not get it from membere;. 
opposite. 
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The HO::\lE SECRETARY: No promi<e 
was made to the police to the eff0rt stated 
by the lc~Jcler of the Opposition. What "·as 
proruiscd w:ts that the matter would he con­
sidel'ed lJy the Go\~prnment. and \vhen the 
police approached the Chief Secretary they 
were perfectly satisfie·d, if they got the in­
creased \Yages, to leave the superannuation 
scheme entireh· to the Government to con­
sider. Of course, they were all dissatisfied 
when they did n.ot get all they wanted, but 
that was the position. 

Hox. J. TOLMIE: The matter wgs repre­
sented to him in the way he had put it. 
::\lembers of ihe police force waited on him 

as leader of the Opposition, ask­
[11 p.m.J ing if he would fa~ilitate the 

passage of the Bill which they 
had been promised. \Yith that information, 
he was anxious to know when the Bill was 
coming forward so that they might make 
arrang·ements to give it full support or 
other .... vife. 

The HO)IE SECRETARY: \Vould 
nared to support it? 

you be pre-

Hex. J. TOL11IE: All 
lk1t if the Minister did 
they would endeavour 
paf53age. 

he could say was 
bring it forward 
to facilita le its 

Question put and passed. 

PRISO:\S. 

The HO::\IE SECRETARY moved-That 
£32 . .J6.J be granted for ''Prisons." This was 
an incr•ea~e of £170. 

Hox. J. TOL='-1IE: He rose for the purpose 
of oayincr that he did not intenLl discussing 
any further item··, in order to enable hon. 
mc1rberC' on the other side to get awa.y and 
catch their trains. 

The PRE)IIER: ='-1embers on your own side 
have <lireadc· gone. 

('uestion put and passed. 

::EGJ' IRAR-GEXERAL. 
The HO::\IE SECRETARY moved-That 

£7.C:J5 be gr .nted for "Registrar-General." 
The vote : ho•.,-erl an increase of £511. 

Question put and passed. 

STATE CHILDREX. 

The H0::\1E SECRETARY moved-That 
£129,918 be gran:ed for "Shte Children." 
Th~t •, .s n increase of £1,244. 

Qu" ,tion put and passed. 

STEA'JIER "OTTER.'• 

Thr, HO::\IE SECRETARY moved-That 
£3.932 be granted for "Steamer 'Otter.'" 
This was an increase of £293. 

t uestion put and passed. 

oiE.CELLAX£0L'S SERVICES (ScBDIVISIOX). 

The HO::'.lE SECRETARY moved-That 
£:9.1CO be granted for "::\liscellaneous 
Services (Subdivision)." This vote showed 
a rec'uction of £2, 7e-J. 

Question put and passed. 
Tl::e Hou<e resumed. The CHiiR11A}l 

rqwrted progress, and the Committee 
cb;·-tint?d l'?ave to sit again to-mon·ow. 

Tl,e House adjourned at fi,c minutes pa.st 
ll o'clock. 
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