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State Iron, Etc., Bill. [24 OCTOBER. J Termina.tio:~ of Sitt>ngs. 21G9 

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

\YEDNESDAY, 24 OcTOBER, 1917. 

The PRESIDENT (Hon. W. Hamilton) took 
the chair at half-past 3 o'clock. 

PAPERS. 

The following papers were laid on the 
table and ordered to be printed:-

Regulation, dated 12th October, under 
the Slaughtering Act of 1898. 

Report upon the Gm·ernment Central 
Sugar-mills for 1916-17. 

TIME FOR TERMIKATION OF 
SITTI::\"GS. 

NOTICE OF MOTION, 1\o. 1. 
On Notice of Motion, K o. 1, being called, 
HoN. T. M. HALL said: I desire to allow 

the first motion to lapse. 

The SECRETARY FOR l\IIKES (Hon. 
A. J. Joncs): I wish to speak on the first 
notice of tnotion. 

The PRESIDEKT: The first motion has 
lapsed. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIKES : I rise 
to a point of order. On the business-sheet 
in the name of the Hon. Mr. Hall is "Notice 
of 11otion, No. 1 "-

" Mr. Hall to move-That, notwith­
standing anything to rhe contrary con­
tained in the Standing Rules and Orders, 
the Council, for the remainder of the 
present session, shall .adjourn on each 
sitting day at an hour not later than 1l 
o'clock p.m." 

I understand the hon. member wishes the 
motion to lapse, or to be withdrawn from 
the paper 

Hon. T. M. HALL: Not necessarily. I will 
move it if you like. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I would 
appeal to the hon. member, in view of the 
reasonable hour at which we have been ad­
journing this session,_ to withdraw both 
motions. 

Hon. A. J. THYNNE: This is not a point 
of order. 

Hon. T. M. HALL: Will you a•dopt my 
motion yourself? 

The SECRETARY FOR 1HXES: The 
second motion 'I 

Hon. T. M. HALL: Yes. 
The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Cer­

tain]:. not, because it is not necessary. \Ve 
have not :·.at unreasonablv late. On no occa· 
sion han' we sat here this session after 11 
o'clock. The latest we have sat is half-past 
10 o'clock-the usual hour for .adjourning­
and I would appeal to the hon. member to 
withdraw both motions and let us get on with 
the State Iron and Steel Works Bill and 
other important questions on the business­
p<tper. 

The PRESIDEXT: Order! Standing 
Order 44 reJ,ds-

" Except by leave. of the Council, 
motions shall be moved in the or·der in 

Hon. A. J. Jones.] 
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which they stand on the notice paper, 
and, if not so moved or postponed, shall 
lapse.'' 

Notice of :\Iotion, Xo. 1, has never been 
mov.erl, and it is consequently a lapsed 
motwn. The hon. gentleman can speak on 
the next motion when it comes on. 

The SECREL\RY FOR :\IrxES : I bow to your 
ruling. 

:\IoTIOx No. 2. 
Hox. T. ::H. HALL, in moving-

" That, unless otherwise Ol'dered, at 
8.45 o'elock p.m. on each sitting day the 
proceedings on any business then under 
c.msicleration in the Council shall be in­
terrupted by the President declaring that 
the proc0cdings stand adjourned; and, 
if the Council be in Committee, the pro­
ceedings shall be interrupted by the 
Chairman leaving the chair and report­
ing to the Council. 

" If a motion has been proposed for 
the adjournment of the Council, or of 
the debate, or in Committee that the 
Chairman do report progress, or do leave 
the chair, every such dilatory motion 
shall lapse without question put. 

"After the business under considera­
tion at 8.45 o'clock p.m. has been .dis­
pose I of, no further business shall be 
taken, but the Clerk shall read such 
motions and questions as have been given 
notice of during the sitting, and the 
P1·esident shall then declare the Council 
adjourned until the next sitting day. 

" If a question is under decision either 
by collecting the voices or by a division 
at the time of interruption of business, 
the interruption shall take place after 
the declaration of numbers from the 
Chair. 

·• Governn1ent business under considera­
tion at the time of interruption shall 
stand over until the next sitting day, 
and private members' business shal.l 
stand over until the next sittin" on which 
private members' business has precedence. 

" So much of the Standing Rules cmd 
Orders arc hereby "uspended as would 
otherwise preclude the adoption of the 
foregoing procedure,'' 

said : I have no desire to take the business 
out of the hands of the Minister, but it is 
quite clear that the hon. gentleman is not 
p1:epared to ente~- into any arrangement 
with regard to fixmg the time for adjourn­
ment. Those who have been in the Council 
for a considerable time realise how at the 
end of the session. when the werm 'weather 
comes on, it is verv wearisome and exhaust­
ing sitting continuouslv in the evening and 
listening to orations ,;hich, if delivered bv 
one hon. member on each side, would b~ 
su~cient; but which, when repeated by 
var10us members merelv "dittoing" every­
thing sa~d by previous speakers, become 
ve~y tediOus. . The members recently ap­
pomted to this . ~hamber have certainly 
sho":n a very satisfactory example in the 
brevity of their remarks. They have had 
an opportunity of expressing themselves 
almost to a man, so that this motion will 
not deprive them of the opportunit:r of 
speaking at considerable length on matters 
in which they are deeply interested. This 
Rous'! is differently situated to the Assem­
bly, masmuch as the other House has to 
initiate legislation, which necessitates cover-

[Hon. T. M. Hall. 

ing a much wider field in explaining ther· 
subject-matter of the various Bills intro­
duced. This is a revisory Chamber, \vhose 
dutv it is to correct anv manifest errors 
whi"ch mav have crept into Bills rushed 
through ar{other place. or in amending badly 
expreFsed clauses which would create legal 
difficulties and complications if passed in 
the form in which they come to us. 

Hon. R. SurxER: \Yhat has happened so 
far to call for this motion ? 

Ho". T. M. HALL: Xothing has happened­
so far. It is a pro,·ision for what may 
happen in the near future. 

Hon. R. BEDFORD : The Requisition of 
Ships Bill. 

Hox. T. :\I. HALL: I will giYe an in,tance 
of what has happened. \Ve do not want a 
better illustration than the protracted dis­
cussion which took place yesterda? on a BiU 
which on a previous occa ion had been 
rejectul on the motion for the second reading 
and was rr'tored to the bu··iness-paper. That 
Bill was disclr .. s0d by practically every mem­
ber in this Chamber with the certain know­
ledge thar, if anything had taken place 
since the- previou.;; di5cu~sion, it \vas not cal­
culated to alter the views <-xpressed by hon. 
members on the previous occasion when the 
second reading ".ts rejected. Rather, the 
position last evening was that there was less 
necessitv for that Bill than on the previous 
occa€ion and that there waF no necessity 
for a l~n~ and acri1nonious discussion such 
as took place. 

Hon. \V. H. DnJAixE : \V e were not here 
on the previous occasion. 

Hox. T. :\I. HALL: The discussion yes­
terday occupied from hal.f-past 3 ~'C'lo<:k nntil 
near!' 11 o'clock. QuestiOns of vrtal mterest 
can be discmsed dispacsionately but at no 
unnecescary length, As a marter of fact, 
with the large number of hon. members we 
hav(' here. discu- .. ions are likely to l;ecome 
more lengthy than they have been m the 
past. Those who know me know perfectly 
well that I am the la'lt man to rise unless 
I have something to add to the debate: and 
if hon. members wore to confine themselves 
to that. there is nothing to pi;ewnt us get~in.g 
throuiTh our business bv 9 o clock, and It IS 
for th:"1t reason rhat I am taking this action_ 

Hon. R. BEDFORD: Wh> sit at all? You 
would be better without us. 

Hox. T. :\I. HALL: The probability is 
that we would be better without some per­
sons. 

Hon. R. BEDFORD : \V e would be better 
without those who were here before. 

Hox. T. :\1. HALL: The member'! who 
were here before have been stamped with 
the approval of the people of Queensland; 
and if the f:ouncil beC'mnes degraded here­
after it will not be the fault of the old 
members. I do not intend to labour t~e ques­
tion. The motion should com:nencl Itself t?· 
all reasonable men who desire to cm·tail 
unnecessary discussion. \Vben n1easures a~& 
before us which have been apprm-ecl of 1n 
another place, and wherein the princ!ples 
are such as commend themselves to the nght­
thinking members of the Council, they wili" 
require but little discmsion and small amend­
ment. But we are not to be curtailed in our 
discussions, and I hold that an hon. member 
can in the course of a quarter of an hour, 
sav' all that is to be said in connection with 
a "question of this kind, unless he is beating: 
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t!'e .air with a . view to the political pub­
lication of certam documents. I am not re­
fernng to _hon. members sitting oppo·-ite. 
I am referrmg to hon. members on this side 
as well, who sometimes take a considerable 
time to express themselves on questions be­
fore the House. The motion will affect them 
as much as .it wil! affect other hon. mem­
bers. I cons1der that I have only clone my 
duty in submitting the motion. 

The SECRETARY FOR JYII.:;-Es (Hon. 
A. J. J ones): I rise to oppose the motion 
mm·ed by the Hon. Mr. Hall. I was rather 
surprised at h1s givincr notice of the previous 
motion on the paper, ~-hich I alluded to when 
I rose to a point of order, so that I might 
make- an appeal to the hon. gentleman on 
behalf of the Government, and on behalf 
of the newly appointed members in this 
Chamber wilD are supporting the Govern­
mult. to withdraw both motions because 
neith<:r is nece's.ary. The latest sitting hour 
of tlus House smco I have had the honour 
to repre•.ent the Government in this Cham­
ber, has been 10.30 p.m. I mav stand cor­
rected as to a few minutes only.' During the 
great number of davs that we have sat in 
this House since the" opening of Parliament, 
we have adjourned at 6 o'clock on most 
occasiom. I appeal to the h0 n. g-entleman 
at tlns early stage to withdraw his motion, 
and_ let us g-et on with the more important 
busmcs~ of the country. I may be excused 
for sa_vmg- that I have on every occasion en­
deavoured to meet the convenience of hon. 
g-entlemen by adjourning at a reasonable 
hour, and I would remind them that a little 
v.hile ago, in h·ying to please two m@mbers, 
I got myself mto hot water with conntrv 
member" like the Hon. Mr. Dunn and the 
Hon. 1Ir. Parnell, who come from ::VIary­
bor?ug~ and _Rockhampton to attend to their 
dubes m th1s Ho_use. 'Ne hav·• sat only 
from half-past 3 111 the afternoon until 6 
o'clock, and those hon. r:entlcmen have had 
t? wander about this Chfl.'mber, and probably 
~1sten to the dreary debates in the Assemblv 
m order to fill in tim~, instead of doing tii~ 
:vork they were appomtecl to do. Consider­
mg th>tt we han; some very important mea­
sures on the busm<>:s-papcr, I appeal to the 
HTon. l\Ir. Hall to withdraw his motion. 
·w c have on the paper a Bill to amend the 
Industl'lal Arb1tration Act of 1916. That 
measure has been introduced by the Hon. 
!\'lr. Leahy. and thoug-h I do not ag-ree with 
!t, yet, from Ins point of view, it is a very 
Important m'.·amre. ThE'n we have the Farm 
?roduce ~\g-ents Bill to be further colbidered 
m Committee, the St:: te Produce Agency Bill 
to be further considf'red in Committee" and 
the Ag-ricultura 1 Settlers' Relief Act A~end­
ment B1ll to be read a second time. All 
these measure·' arc of great importance to 
the people of the State and I firmlv believe 
although we are a ~on-elective Chamber: 
~ha~ the _people expect the House, while it 
1s _m <_'Xlstenc~. to pay some attention to 
lcgislati;·e war)<, rather than engage in 
ohstructn·e tactics such as this motion incli­
C!Jtcs. IVc have also b~fore us the Regula­
h?n of Sug-ar Cane Pnces Act Amendment 
B1ll, ancl the Government and a few mem­
ber' behind me are anxious to place that 
measure on the statute-book in the interests 
of the pcopl<' cng-ag.-d in the sugar industry. 
Smel:: we_ wo:tld ~e better employed this 
afternoon I;> -di~cussmg that important mea­
sure thai: 111 dBcussing this motion. How­
ever, I mtend to discuss the motion and 
every phase of it; but I will sit clown ..;,ithin 

five minutes if the hon. gentleman will with­
draw the motion so that we may get on with 
other business. 

Hon. T. :\L HALL: vYhat is your pro­
vosition? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: If the 
hon. gentleman can point to any one case 
of unreasonableness on the part of the Go­
vcrnnJent--

Hon. E. IV. H. FowLES: Six hours were 
.,,·asted yesterday. 

The SECRETARY FOR l\IINES: The 
hon. gentleman was partly to blame for that. 

Hon. E. IY. H. FowLES: A quarter of an 
hour. 

The SECRETARY FOR MI:"'ES: Last 
night I intended that the House should ad­
journ at 9.30, and an arrangement was made 
to that effect. The Hon. Mr. Demaine was 
to s11eak, and he SJ?oke briefly and to the 
point on the Requisition of Ships Bill. He 
did not wander away from the subject as 
the Hon. ::\Ir. Fowles did. It was arranged· 
that the Hon. 1Ir. Fowles was to follow him, 
and that I as to make a ten-minutes' speech 
in replv. I ag-reed to that arrangement, 
and a' "proof of that I may mention that a 
conveyance was waiting outside to take me 
home at half-past 9 o'clock. 

Hon. E. IY. H. FowLES : You are a lucky 
man; some of us had to walk home in the 
rain at half-past 11. 

The SECRETARY FOR MI:"'ES: I am 
Yery sorry. 

Hon. vY. STEPHEXS: You look sorry. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: How­
cYer, that is b~.- the way. I think that a. 
person who works from half-past 8 in the. 
morning till 11 o'clock at night deserves some 
kind of conveYance to take him home. 

Hon. P. J., LEAHY: That is an argument, 
in favour of the motion. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: That 
was the arrangement made. vVhat hap­
pened? The other side, if I may use that 
cerm, broke throug·h the arrangement and 
put up the Hon. ::Y1r. Fahey to make a very 
long ,pecch. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: No. you are entirely 
T,"!'Ollg'. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: It is a. 
fact that the Hon. :'vir. Fahcy spoke at great 
length. and was followed by another hon. 
gentleman. I spoke at less length ye,terclay 
than am· member who addressed the House· 
Qn the Riil then under consideration. J wa~ 
rather annoyed last night beca~1se the Hon. 
:Mr. Fowles accused me of breakmg my wor-d,, 
\Yhen, as a matter of fact. the breach of faith 
was on the part of the hon. gentlemen oppo­
site. Do vou 111( an to -s:. v that if '.Y'? were 
not a re':lsonal·,)e bodv of n1en we would have· 
made that arrang-cm.ent in spite of rhe fact. 
that this motion was on the business-paper? 

Hon. IV. H. C.UfPBELL: What a1·e you 
going to {la to-night? 

The SECRETARY FOR :!V1E\ES: I wilT 
sit down in fn·e minutes if the Hon. J\Ir Hall' 
"-ill indicate by interjection that he will 
\vithdraw this motion so that \Ye can get on_ 
with i.he lmsines,; of the country. 

Hon. IV. SnPHEXS: \Vhat is yom· com­
prolnise? 

The SECRETARY FOR MI.:;-ER: The· 
Hon. Mr. Le.ahy knows whRt Lowell said; 

Hon . .A. J. Jones.] 
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about compromises. \Ve do not want to 
compromi.se too far. \Vhen we sit till an 
unreasonably late hour at night. that will 
be tin;~ enouiih for the Hon. "'-1r. Hall to 
move n1s motion. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: You must look ahead. 

The SECRETARY FOR :iiii:\'ES: I am 
sati,fied that the Government could not 
possibly fix any hour for adjournment. But 
sure!,· hon. gentlemen will take my word that 
we will not sit unduly late. · 

Hon. T. M. HALL: Some of us have to 
stay in town if we do not get our trains at 
half p~st 11. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIKES: :c\light 
I suggest 11.30 or 11 o'clock as the latest 
hour for adjournment? 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: Will vou sit aL half­
past 2, instead of half-past 3 'o'clock? 

The SECRETARY FOR :YHKES: I am 
willing to say on behalf of the Government 
that >Ye will adjourn at a reasonable hour, 
and this House may be the judge of »·hat is 
a reasonable hour. 

Hon. T. l\I. HALL: Give us an indication 
of what is a reasonable hour. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIKES: \Ve 
have been reasonable up to the present time. 

Hon. T. M. HALL: That is not to .,ay that 
you are going to be rea<,onable in the- t'uture. 
I have heard s0methino- about all-nio-ht 
sittings. o o 

The SECRETARY FOR ::\Hl\"ES: Perish 
tJ:e tho~1g)lt ! I am not physically fit for all­
mght s1ttmgs, and I have no desire for all­
night sittingf 

Hon. T. M. HALL : vr ell, fix your time, so 
that we can get our trains. 

Hon. W. STEPHEKS: Half-past 2 till 10 
o'clock? 

The SECRETARY FOR Mil\"ES: I do 
not think it is wise to fix any time. Surelv 
if I give my word on behalf of the GO\-er~­
ment that we will not be unreasonably late, 
hon. members wili accept that assurance. 
Before I go on with the> argument I intend 
to use with regard to this motion, I "·ould 
like :1n indication from the hon. gentleman 
whe> moved the motion as to ·whether it will 
be withdrawn. 

Hon. T. M. HALL: If the hon. genti•eman 
will fix a reasonable time, I "·ill withdraw 
it, or I will accept an amendment. 

Hon. A. A. DAVEY: \Yhat about the mem­
bers who wish to get away bv the Bundaberg 
mail train which leaves ;,bo'ut ten past 10?, 

The SECRETARY FOR MIXES: Mem­
.bers will always adjourn in time to catch 
the K01·thern mail. The Hon. Mr. Demaine, 

of Bundaberg. the Hon. Mr. 
[4 p.m.] Purnell, und the Hon. Mr. Par-

ne!!, of Rockhampton, and the 
Hon. Mr. Dunn, all desire to catch the ten 
_past ten train. I will give mv word that 
they will catch that train if this motion is 
withdrawn. 

Hon. E. W. H. FOWLES: Arrangements 
were ali broken la,t night. 

The SECRETARY FOR :YIIKES: Then, 
I sqy that they were broken by the hon. 
gentleman's side. 

Hon. K W. H. FowLES: Not bv myself. 
Arrangements are no good whatever. " 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: It was a misunder­
:standing. 

[Hon. A. J. Jones. 

The· SECRETARY FOR :Yll;-.;'ES: I am 
indi1,ed to think it was a misunderstanding, 
lJLcause I know the Hon. JYlr. Fahey too 
well to think it could be anything ebe but 
a mism derstanding. The object the Go­
Yernment has in fixing a time is this-we 
maY b·: in C>mmittee on a Bill, and a 
qu~rter of an hour or ten minutes n1ay 
complete the Bill. Hon. gentlemen with 
>Yid•? Parliamentary experience know that 
to fa~ilitate political busine" it is wise to 
get as far as you can in one day. If a 
Bill is within a quarter of an hour of com­
pletion, and the debate is adjourned over 
that nig-ht -till next da.y, and we come back 
fresh ,;ith new arguments, it may last till 
the following day. 

Hon. E. V>. H. FoWLES: That is an ex­
treme case. Sa,·e a quarter of an hour at 
the beginning instead of at the erid. You 
have wasted half an hour alread:-. 

'I'lJP SECRETARY FOR MINES: I do 
not think I am wasting the 'time of the 
House. I am gh-ing splendid arguments 
'Yh 1· this motion should not be carried. 
There· is no g-reater stickler fo~· the rights 
''ne! priYilcgo> of Parliamentarians than I 
am. I would rather do anything than destroy 
those r:ghts and privilege,~ which have 
been handed down to us by our foref.athers. 
Everv member of this Chamber has his rights. 
I am· not denying the right of the Hon. :>.Ir. 
Hall to move this motion. He has a perfect 
right to move it, the same as other hon. 
member' have a right to move motions on 
l;riYatc 1nembers' day. 

Hon. R. Scne\ER: He can close at 4 
o'clock if he likeo. 

The SECREL'I.RY FOR :c\II::-i'ES: The 
other night I 1•;anted to sit till my train 
left for Gympie. but I adjourned at six in 
order to meet hon. gentlemen. The Hon. 
:Mr. Leahy will bear me out in that. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: That is so. 

The SECRETARY FOR :MINES: I can 
assure the Hon. ::Ylr. Hall that if the rumours 
he has based his motion upon have reached 
!lis ears. they are quite unfounded. \V e are 
here in the interests of the people. Hon. 
member' opposite may claim the same. As 
one who can speak on behalf of a good 
number on this side, I can say they .are here 
with an honest desire to try and get the 
business of the country through. I do not 
knmY that I am giving .away any secret. but 
I believe the Premier is very dc,irous of 
closing the House down earlier this year 
th.an usual. 

Hon. A. G. C. H.nYTHORN: \Vhat ia that 
for-! J have another session later? 

The SECRET.\.RY FOR MINES: I do 
not know. \Ve have not a very large busi­
ness sheet, but we haYe some very important 
measures on the sheet. It is the desire of 
the Government to close Parliament next 
month. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: "ind it could be done 
notwithgtandinz this motion. Let us sit 
another 'day a-- week. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : Ko, it 
cannot be done with this motion. It matters 
not how we may differ in our political 
Yie>Ys, >Ye should allow the friendly feeling 
between the nwmbers on both sides­
membel"c of the Government and those who 
uppose them-to operate. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: If this hour does not 
suit you, name some hour that will suit you. 
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The SECRETARY FOR 11Il\ES: Every­
bodv knows \Yhat a reasonable hour is­
sav" 10 o'clock or 9 o'clock-it will depend 
up~n our business-sheet. I never did be­
lieve in the prevention of free speech. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: Say 10 o'clock, if 9 
is too early. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: \Vith­
dnnv the motion, on my word that we will 
adjourn at a reasonable hour. 

Hon. T. M. HALL: Unless you definitely 
state the hour, I will not accept anything. 

Th0 SECRETARY FOR MI::\ES: Then 
we will go on, a; negotiations have failed. 

Hon. A. A. DAVEY: That might be a 
reasonable hour on Friday night, when 
some of your friends want to get away; 
but sorncbody else might ,,_ant to get a\vay 
on Thursday night and might ha,-e to 
appeal to you. 

The SECRETARY FOR MI:::-JES: I have 
never done ""nything like that since I have 
been in this Chamber. I am 'incere i::t 
mv desire that this motion snould be with­
d,:a,vn, and that we should get on with t!1e 
business of the country, and if hon. mem­
bers ,., ish, we may finish as much of the 
busine's as we possibly can and adjourn 
for a week. I have plenty of work to do in 
the afternoons without even coming here. 

Hon. F. T. BRE;);T"ALL: \Ye decline to 
ac•.'ept it unlc:,s you fix a definite hour. Go 
on with the business. 

The SECRETARY FOR MI::\'ES: I am 
going on. 

Hon. H. L. GROO~l : Make it half-past 2 
to half-past 10. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: ::Ylake it 10 o'clock. 
The SECRETARY FOR MI:c\ES: The 

Premier moved yesterday in the Assembly 
a motion for the establishment of steel and 
iron works-a motion of a broad, national 
chamcter. \Ve wonld be better en[aged this 
afternoon. if this motion were withdrawn, 
in completing the business-paper, and allow­
ing that all-important measure to be dis­
cussed. I regret very much that in this 
Chamber, which is supposed to be non­
party, we arc dealing with so much paltry 
stuff, with so many paltry motions such as 
that moved bv the Hon. Mr. Leahv to refer 
to a Select Committee the State "industrial 
enterprises. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: It is the most im­
]'>Ortant motion this session or any other 
session, and it is giving good results. 

The SECRETARY FOR MI::\'ES: I am 
glad the hon. member thinks so. 

Hon. P. J. LEARY: The public think so. 
The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I am 

satisfied that the vast majority of the right­
thinking public do not think anything of 
the kind. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN : If you were 
reasonable you would make it 10.30, and 
drop the matter. 

Tlw SECRETARY FOR ::YII::\ES: I am 
not able to fix anv set time for the reasons 
I ha,-e given, but 'I repeat on behalf of the 
Government that we shall not be unreason­
able. \Ve shall treat hon. members with 
courtesy, and give them every consideration 
with regard to their wishes for an adjourn­
ment. I have always taken up that attitude, 

and have alwavs discussed with the Hon. 
:\Ir. Leahv and" the Hon. Mr. Hawthorn-I 
do not know who is the leader--

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: We are all 
lEaders here. 

The SECRETARY FOR MI~ES: I 
haYe discussed with those hon. gentlemen, 
and others, the question of adjournment on 
previous occasions. How many nights have 
we· adjourned at 6 o'clock, when there was 
really business to do, in order to meet the 
convenience of some hon. members? 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: Say 10 o'clock, and it 
will be finished. 

The SECRETARY FOR JYIINES: I 
haYe failed in mv dutv to the Government 
"hen there has been business on the sheet 
in ::: gTeeing to adjourn. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: You have made 
it up next day. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: We 
should reciprocate, and, when hon. mem­
bers find I am reasonabl<J, I am satisfied they 
will facilitate the business of the Govern­
ment. It is suggested that we should make 
the time half-past 10 or 10 o'clock. ::\1y 
replv to that is that it ma•· delav bu,iness 
as \ve may be within a ·few ,;1inutes of 
finishing a Bill at that time. 

Hon. T. ::Yl. HALL: If vou are o·oino- to 
n1ake a rompron1isc, whv ~not lot it re-st' on 
the consent of the House? 

Hon. F. T. BRE:;;T:;;ALL: The hon. gentle­
man should try to be reasonable. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I think 
I 'till trying to be reasonable. I do not 
anticipate thnt we shall need to be here till 
half-past 10 every night. Vlfe have not sat 
till half-past 1C one night this session, and 
the motion is not justified. If hon. gentle­
men wlll t Jke mv word that wo will not be 
unr~asonable, th~t we will meet their con­
Yeniencp !' ., much as possible, and that the 
Hou'e w1ll adjourn at a reasonable hour 
eyery night, the motion could be disposed of. 
I am wrry .,,. cannot come to some arrange­
ment at this early stage of the debate. The 
Goyernmcnt ic very much onposed to this 
Inotion, because ii is an infringement of the 
rights of Parliament. 

H?n. A. G. C. HA V::THORN : They do not 
consider that when thev want to wipe out 
this Chamber. · 

Hon. P .• J. LE.\HY: \Ve make our own 
rules for this Chamber-it has nothing to 
do ,yith the other place. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The 
hon. gentleman is giving one of the best 
rea·ons whv this Ch~mber should be 
abolished. · 

Hon. F. T. BREXTXALL: Let the Assembly 
have its own way in everything. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The 
members of the Assembly are certainly the 
representative, of the people, and the people 
can alter the personnel of that Cha.mber in 
three years' time if they wish. I am one 
of those who always wish to bow to the will 
of the majority. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: \Vel!, we have a. 
majority. 

Hon. B. FAHEY: \Vhy don't you bow to it 
this afternoon? 

Hon. A. J. Jones.] 
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The SECRETARY FOR MIKES: If I 
thought the motion \Vas a true expression 
of the will of the people, I would certainly 
-do so. 

Hon. F. T. BREXTXALL: They gave you 
your answer on 5th May. 

The SECRETARY FOR :\liKES: The 
people did not give us their answer on 5th 
May. The answer the people gave on 5th 
May was that the bi-cameral system of 

·government should continue. Thev did not 
say that this House was to introduce obstruc­
tive motions. I would not accuse the Hon. 
:Mr. Hall of wi.lfully trying to obstruct busi­
ness, but I believe the effect of this motion 
will be to lay down a precedent that even­
tually will lead to obstruction. 

Hon. T. 11. HALL: If I withdrew the 
motion, would you a.gree to adjourn at a 
specified time? 

The SECRETARY FOR MIKES: I can­
not possibly agree to a specified time for the 
reason I have mentioned. If this motion 
is carried, at 8.45 to-morrow night some hon. 
member may be debating the second reading 
of the State Iron and Steel Works Bill and 
the Council will automatically adjourn; and 
the hon. member speaking will have the 
trend of his argument interrupted, although 
in five minutes he might have completed his 
speech. Then he may come along the follow­
ing day with a fresh lot of arguments, facts, 
and figures. 

Hon. T. M. HALL: That could happen at 
any hour of the evening. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORX: That would be 
all for the benefit of the debate. 

The SECRETARY FOR :r\IINES: Hon. 
members will ··oon recognise that the speech 
that I am about to deliver will be a benefit 
to this House. and that it will furnish a good 
reason why this motion should not be carried. 

Hon. E. \Y. H. FowLES: \Vould vou agree 
to a time limit for speeches? · ' 

The SECRETARY FOR MIXES: The:v 
have a time limit in the other Chamber bt1t 
it is not ne<Jescary here. Hon. members'here 
are reasonable. I have never heard any 
unduly long speech delivered in this Cham­
ber. The speeches I have heard here have 
been most interesting, and thev have proved 
edifying and educational to me. 

Hon. W. STEPHEXS: It is the Government 
businros you are delaving. It is not we who 
are delaying it. · 

~h.e SECRETARY FOR MINES: In my 
opmwn this Is a very petty motion. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: You are not treating 
it as if it were petty. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIKES: It is 
petty in one respect. If I spoke from the 
purely party point of view I would hail 
this motion with delight, be~ause it will do 
more to assis.t the Labour party at the next 
·general electwn than anv other motion that 
has been submitted in this Chamber except 
~he one moved by the Hon. Mr. Leahy. It 
IS well known that one plank of the Labour 
platform is the abolition of this Chamber 

Hon. T. M. HALL: And eight hours a day. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: This 
motion is splendid evidence why this House 
should be abolished. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: Do you believe in 
.abolishing this House? 

[Hrm . ..4. J. Jones. 

The SECRETARY FOR l\IINES: I 
certainly do. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: \Yell, why don't you 
alloy· the motion to go, if it will do us 
hann? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I want 
to protect the hon. gentleman. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: I can look after my­
self. 

The SECRETARY FOR 11I:\'ES: The 
people expect this Chamber, so long as we 
have two Chambers, to facilitate the passage 
of public business, but this is not a facilitat­
ing motion. I ca.n only descri~e it as a 
motion intended to obstruct public business. 
The Govermnent have no desire to interfere 
with private members' business by moving 
the suspension of any of the Standing Orders, 
because we recognise that hon. m<?mbers in 
this Chamber, where very little legislation 
i "· initiated, may desire to introduce legisla­
tion. Private members are fully protected 
b: the Standing Orders; but if private mem­
bers' dav is to be used to discuss obstructive 
tactics such as this, those who support the 
motion can have no other desire than to 
obstruct the business of the country. under 
our Standing Orders the House has full con­
trol over it,, hours of sitting. Hon. members 
on the other side have a majority, and they 
can get an adjournment almost whenever 
the,· like. If there was any reason for the 
motion, I could understand its being sub­
mitted. But since I became a member of 
the Council the House has never sat after 
11 o'clock at night, and I think only on or.e 
occasion have we sat till half-past 10. Most 
evenings we have adjourned at 6 o'clock, or 
8 o'clock, and very rarely have we sat. till 
half-past 9. La.st night was an exceptwn, 
and I am willing to admit that there may 
have been a misunderstanding-probably on 
both side3- but nobody was directly respon­
sible for that misunderstanding. Seeing that 
the partv to which the Hon. 11-Ir. Hall be­
longs ha\-e a. majority. there is no necessity 
for such a motion. Surelv the hon. mem­
bPrs. with a brutal major!ty behind them, 
will not interfere with the rights of the 
minoritY. I have often heard the Hon. Mr. 
Leahy quoting Lowell _and the P'?ets .r~gard­
ino- freedom and the rights of nunontres. I 
a);Jlee.l to the manly instincts o~ hon. mem­
bers opposite to preserve the rtghts of the 
minority on this side. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: \Ve are not taking 
away their rights. They do it elsewhere, 
but it is not done here. 

The SECRETARY FOR :r\fll\'ES: The 
President wa.s the leader of the Govern­
ment in this Chamber for some time. and he 
showed marked ability while acting in that 
position. He had a. sad minority--only one 
or two supporters. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: He got through a lot 
of work. 

The SECRETARY FOR MI~ES: Pro­
bablv he got through more than I would be 
able· to get through with such a numerically 
small following. But hon. members were 
considerate of the hon. gentleman personally, 
although thev had no time for some of the 
measures that he introduced. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: We have treated you. 
exactly the same. 
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"The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Well, 
l appeal to hon. members to withdraw this 
motion. 

Hon. \V. H. CAMPBELL: He never spoke 
·for an hour. 

The SECRETARY FOR :Y1I:!'\ES: I appeal 
to hon. members to trust me as thev trusted 
-our worthy President. I regard the motion 
somewha.t as a personal reflection upon my­
self. I lost a few hours' sleep last night 
after reading the motion, becau.-e I thought 
that hon. members considered that I was 
unreasonable and had tried to take some 
snatch vote or undulv to inconvenience them. 
The only obvious reason for the motion is 
that hon. members want to pass the motion 
as an excuse for their non-attendance. 

Hon. T. M. HALL: \Ve can alwavs have a 
majority of ten or twelve here. · 

The SECRETARY FOR :MINES: Hon. 
members must know that the people of the 
·State, even after the vote of 5th May, are 
very dissatisfied with the non-attendance of 
hon. members in this Chamber. \Ve have 
come here in the afternoon and had to go 
away again because there was no quorum. 

Hon. A. G1.BSO" : Once. 
Hon. A. G. C. HAW~'HORX: \Vners were 

your own men? 

The SECRETARY FOR 11!::\ES: Do 
hon. memb8rs opposite deliberately want to 
hang up the lmsiness of the' House, no matter 
how important or how urgent it may be? Is 
the motion moved for the purpose of pr~vent­
ing the business of the. Go,~ernment going 
through this Chamber? I think we ought 

not to disrnss Government busi­
[4.30 p.rr..] ness at undue length. We should 

not make exceptionaliy long 
second reading speeches on Bills received 
from tlw Assembh- or on Bills introduced 
in this House. If hon. m<?mbers W<mt to 
justify th•.>ir existence here, they should cer­
tainh- be reasonable and discuss Government 
bminess received from the A~semblv and the 
business introduced in this Chaml;er in an 
intellig·ent way, so that when Bills are sent 
or returned to the Assembly their arguments 
may carry some weight with that House. 
'There is a danger in this motion in connec­
tion with Stmply Bills. It may be nBcc,sary 
to pass e.n Appropriation Bill through this 
Dhamber in one day. Th~.t Bill may be 
under discussion, but if this motion is pas,;ed, 
when the hands of the clock go round to 
3.45 this House must automatically adjourn 
and public servants will probably be left 
without their pay. 

Hon. W. STEPHENS: \Ve havG heard that 
before. 

The SECRETARY FOR :MINES: Does 
thP hon. gentleman intend to obstruct an 
Appropriation Bill? 

Hon. T. M. HALL: Yes, if necessary at any 
time. 

The SECRETARY FOR ::viiXES: When 
I enterEd this Chamber one of my first duties 
was to move the suspension of the Standing 
Orders so that an Anpropriation Bill might 
be carried through afl its stages in Ond day. 

Hon. E. \V. H. FowLES : Nine millions in 
four minutes, wasn't it? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Yes, 
we passed £9,000,000 in four minutes, be­
cause hon. gentlemen understood exactly 
what they were pe.ssing. In a very brief 
speech I was able to show hon. gentlemen 

tnat it "·a~ nece"ar:--· to pas;, that Bill 
through all Its >tages in one day, :tnd ir was 
r•a;;se~l. T~ere will, no _doubt. be an Appro­
pnatwn Bill before tlus House hefore this 
~ession of Parliament ends, hut if tha~ Bill 
1s und~-~Y con-sider11tion "\VlH'"n the tin1e reaches 
8.45 P-',n.-1 the House will have to adjourn 
and puo!Jc 'ervants and ,-.ublic tlepartments 
?-S well ~s the general public, will be put t; 
Inconv(~nience. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: Bring it on a. 
·week earlier. 

~he_ SECRETARY FOR MINES: The 
brmgmg on of such a .'notion as th!S will 
cause, the_ Governmel?-t. seriously to consider 
the qnesuon of additiOnal appointments to 
this Home. 

Hon. T. 11. HALL: That is all bunkum; 
you know you cannot appoint any more. 

The SECRETARY FOR MI::\ES : I am 
here to say that, if you pass this motion, we 
shall he compell~d, m order to get our busi­
ness through, to ask for further (ll)poimments 
to be 111ade. 

Hon. A G. C. HAWTHORN: That does not 
say you will get them. 

Th<_l SECRETARY FOR MIXES: Oh, 
yes. It does ay we shall get them. I know 
that hon. gentlemen are annoved bece.use 
certain appointments have been ;nade to this 
House in order to facilitate the passage of 
Government business. 

Hon. 'l'. :YI. HALL: \Ve have no cujedion 
to the appointments. 

The S~C'RETARY FOR MINES: I say 
the appomtments have been justified. The 
new members have contributed to the debate 
on. some yery i_;nportant measure=:;, and I 
thmk they are an acquisition to this Cham­
ber. \Ve shall want some other acauisitions 
to the Chamber if a motion like' this is 
carried. If we are not given an opportunity 
to get the Government business through the 
Chamber, the Government will have seriouslv 
to consider the · question of additiomil 
appointments. 

Hon. E. W. H. FowLES: Aren't you stone­
walling Government business now? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: If the 
hon. gentleman will read my speech later 
on, he. will find. t~at I have not been guilty 
of tedious repetition. I should now like to 
read from a few files of the " Courier" but 
I will promise not to read the " Co~rier" 
if the hon. gentleman will withdraw his 
motion. If it is not withdrawn, I will pre­
sently pr_ove ve~y conclusively which party 
compromised .His Excellency the Governor 
and censured him for making certain ap­
pointments to this House. I may have my 
own opinion regarding the office of Governor 
but never since I have been a member of 
the Chamber have I spoken disrespectfully 
of the representative of the Crown. This is 
an advertisement which appeared in the 
"Brisbane Courier" of 16th October, 1917-

" LEGISLATIVE CouNCIL APPOINTMENTS." 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: Are you in order read­
ing that? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Yes 
we are discuS<Sing the appointments to th~ 
Legislative Council. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: No. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I am 
g_oing to connect my remarks with the quota.­
twn, but I can only connect it with it after 

Hon. A. J; Jones.] 
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reading the advertisement and the article. 
I say again that this motion will prompt the 
Government to appeal to His Excellency for 
additional appointments to the Legislative 
Council, though we may probably not want 
to do that. 

Hon. T. :M:. HALL : Y on would like to do it. 

The SECRETARY FOR 1II~ES: I do 
not know. There is a difference of opinion 
amongst members of the Labour party as to 
the swamping of the Council or the method 
to be adopted for abolishing the Council. 
The High Court has ruled that there is no 
constitutional difficult:;· in the way of the 
people abolishing this Chamber. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: Is the law settled on 
that point? 

Th0 SECRETARY FOR )11I::\ES: Yes, 
it is settled. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: I do not think so. 
Hon. T. :\:I. HALL: Temperamental judges. 

The SECRETARY FOR Ml"'ES: The 
High Court has decided that the people can 
abolish the Council, and I aek hon. gentle­
men, if they do not want to commit political 
suicide, to cease J.lloving suC'h motions as 
that brouf(ht forward bv the Hon. Mr. 
Leahy, and that which has been submitted 
to the House to-dav bv the Hon. :ur. Hall. 
This motion is inh:odliced for no other pur· 
pose than to obstruct the business of this 
Chamber and to prevent the Government 
going on with importe.nt measures; and if 
I use my voice in this Chamber from now 
till to-morrow morning, I am going to oppose 
the motion, because I do not think the pdvi­
leges and rif(hts of hon. members should be 
interfered with by such a proposal. 

Hon. T. ::YL HALL: Don't ;·ou believe in 
majority rule? · 

The SECRETARY FOR :ur:,JES: Hon. 
gentlemen opposite are using their brutal 
majority to interfere with the minority, and 
I am standing up for the rights of the 
minority. Hon. gentlemen are again whis­
pering, or I would af(ain quote from Lowell 
in connection with this. 

Hon. F. T. BREKTKALL: You are a long 
time getting to that " Courier." 

The SECRETARY FOR )lli:c-JES: Yes, 
this is what the adverti5ement says-

" AT THE 
EXHIBITIO::..T HALL, BRISBANE, 

on 
"\YEDKESDAY :c-JIGHT :0<EXT, 

at 8 p.m., 
A CITIZE:c\S' INDIGNATION 

:MEETING 
Will he held under the auspices of the 
RETL'R~ED SOLDIERS' A~D PATRIOTS' 

LEAG"CE 
To ProtPst Against the Government's 

rPcent Appointments to the Legislative 
Council. 

SPEAKERS: 
Lieut. E. ::\1A"CRICE LITTLE, 
\V arrant Officer R C:KOORN, 
Sergt. N. R. WORRALL, 

Prior to the :Meeting there will be an 
organ concert, commencing at 7.15 p.m. 
(Organist, Mr. Percy Brier, A.R.C.O.)." 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: It is a pity we have 
not an organ concert here. 

[Hon . .A. J. Jones. 

The SECRETARY FOR :.\liNES: Yes. 
Hon. gentlemen want to adjourn this House' 
in order that they may engage in political 
propaganda work on behalf of their party. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: We do not. 

The SECRETARY FOR :\liNES: At that 
meeting certain resolutions were carried. I 
notice that side by side in the next column 
to this report is the all-important questioTh 
of a. State iron ttnd steel works-'· Debate 
in the Assembly," and it is rather a shame 
that I am wasting my voice in opposing a. 
motion like this and standing up for the 
rights and privileges of hon. members and 
for the freedom of this House and anv other 
legislative body, while there is an important 
measure like the Iron and Steel \Vorks Bill 
to be discussed. 

Hon. F. T. BRENTNALL: Is it against the 
rights and privileges of this House to pass 
a motion to regulat"" its own business? 

The SECRETARY FOR ::.VII::\ES: It is 
not regulating its own bu"·iness; it is obstruct­
ing business. It is putting a time limit on 
business. 

Hon. F. T. BREXTXALL: You said just now 
that we are depriving this House of its rights 
and privileges. Is it a violation of the rights 
and prh-ilege• of this House to propose a 
motion like this regulating our " hours of 
business? I would like you to answer that. 

The SECRETARY FOR :\liNES: I have 
previously pointed this out, and I do not 
\vant to repeat n1:"~ nrgun1cnts. I a1n sticking 
to the motion before the House. 

Hon. F. T. BREKTKALL: I want vou to stick 
to my question, and, if you cannot answer 
it. appeal to the President. 

The SECRETARY FOR ::\IIXES: ::\fy 
answer to the hon. gentleman's quE:stion is 
this: That we might be discussing a ques­
tion. and the House would need to automati­
cally adjoL\1'11 if this motion is carried. 

Hon. T. ~L HALL: "Unless otherwise" 
ordered," as mentioned in my motion. 

The SECRETARY FOR ::\HXES: There­
fore we would have to come back next day, 
and' go over the whole thing again. 

Hon. F. T. BREKT"'ALL: That is not the 
point. Have we the right and privilege of 
regulating the hours cf sitting here? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I am 
entitled to my own opinion as to what are 
the rights and privileges of this Chamber. 
This ,;;otion is an interference with the privi­
leges of the minority of m em hers of this 
Chamber; because the Government members 
happen to be in an unfortunate majority, this 
brutal majority will take advantage of them 
bv a motion like this. They think they are 
f(oing to get it through without debate. and 
that we will sit here silently and allow the 
w.otion to be carried. 

Hon. F. T. BREKTKALL: You call<>d in ques· 
tion the right and privilege of a member of 
this House to bring forward a motion like 
this. I want you to stick to that point just 
llO\V. 

The SECRETARY FOR :\IINES: I will 
quote two or three articles from the " Cou­
rier " of 18th October. There is a report of 
the meeting--

Ban. F. T. BRENTNALL: But you have not 
answered my q11estion yet. 
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The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The 
quP"tion of the hon. gentleman's will be 
answered in due course, and at the proper 
timE'. (Lnughter.}' 

Hon. F. T. BRENTNALL: Appeal to the 
President to ·decide it. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I would 
ask the hon. gentleman to give notice of the 
question. 

H0n. F. T. BREKTNALL: You cannot answer 
it, evidently. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I have 
also my individual rights, and my indivi-dual 
opinion, and I say that a motion like this is 
an interference with the rights and privi­
leges of a minority of this Chamber. Would 
the Hon. 11r. Hall and those supporting him 
dare to move this motion if they ha-d a 
minority in this Chamber? The only thing 
that surprises me is that they did not move 
it when I was alone in the Chamber. That 
proYes I have been reasonable. Before I sit 
down I am going to get "Hansard," and to 
gh·e the times of adjournment of the Coun­
cil, and in no instance have \VB been later 
than 10.30 p.m. until last night. 

Hon. T. 11. HALL: \Vhen your supporters 
s.aid that they were going to sit late so as to 
kill off the old members of the Council, it is 
time for me to move, and I moved the 
motion on that account. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Did they 
U·e an adjective? 

Hon. T. ::\1. HALL: Yes, a very strong one. 
The SECRETARY FOR lVHNES: I am 

surprised. I am sure that no hon. gentleman 
has heard me .use such expressions regarding 
hon. gentlemen. 

Hon. T. M. HALL: No, you would not. 
The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I sin­

cerely hope that hon. gentlemen will live 
long to enjoy the privilege given to them 
to legislate in this Chamber while it is a 
Chamber. 

HoN. \V. H. CAMPBELL: I rise to a 
point of order. Is the Minister in order 
in reading an extract from the "Courier," 
reflecting on the character of an exalted per­
sonage in this State? 

The PRESIDEKT: I have not heard him 
doing so. It is time enough to call him 
to order when he does it. 

Hon. \V. H. CA~IPBELL: You will wait till 
you hear it? 

The PRESIDENT: I cannot call the hon. 
gentleman to order for a thing that he has 
never done. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I have 
no desire to cast any reflection on His E-wel­
lency the Governor, nor have I done so. I 
rose to protect His Excellency, and I con­
sider it to be my duty as the representative 
of the Government in this Chamber. 

Hon. T. M. HALL: What has that to do 
with the motion? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I can 
connect the article which I am about to read. 

Hon. T. M. HALL: We will have a few of 
these later on when you bring some of your 
dirty Bills on. 

The PRESIDEKT: Order ! 
The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The 

hon. gentlem·an is entirely out of order in 
using an expression like that. I am really 
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surprised that the Hon. Mr. Hall has so 
far forgotten himself as to use such an ex­
pression towards the Government as " dirty 
Bills." There may be Bills that he may 
not agree with--

Hon. T. M. HALL: Some of them I know 
something about, too. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: No 
doubt there have been many Bills introduced 
into this Chamber that the hon. gentleman 
and his friends may not agree with, but I 
do not think there have been any dirty Bills 
introduced into this Chamber. 

Hon. E. W. H. FowLES: Would not pig 
iron be a bit dirty? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I am 
not going to follow on that line of argu­
ment. \Vhile I remain in this Council I am 
going to try and confine myself to the ques­
tion that I am debating, and always to use 
parliamentary language. I am not going to 
be led off the track. If hon. gentlemen want 
to show their ability for using foul language 
in this Chamber to the people of Queensland, 
they may do so. I am not concerned about 
that, but I know that that sort of thing is 
another nail in their coffin, and an argu­
ment why this House should be abolished. 
In the " Courier " of 18th October we have 
the following headlines:-

"The Governor criticised-Resolution 
of Disapprobation-Meeting of Soldiers 
and Citizens." 

I read the advertisement to hon. gentlemen. 
Hon. T. M. HALL: No, you did not. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: ::--Tow, 
I will read the article. Hon. gentlemen will 
know that I am a much better reader than 
I am a speaker. 

Hon. W .H. CAMPBELL : It is not right to 
read that during the absence of His Excel­
lency. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: This 
meeting was called-

" To utter a strong protest in respect to 
the recent appointments to the Legisla­
tive Council, a very large meeting of 
citizens and returned soldiers, convened 
by the Returned Soldiers' and Patriots' 
N'ational Political League, was held in 
the Exhibition Hall last night. Mr. 
Pearce Douglas (late of the 9th Batta­
lion} presided, and, after explaining the 
object of the gathering, stated that it 
had been convened by the league which 
has a membership of 1,500 returned 
soldiers, and 5,000 patriots." 

Hon. H. C. Jo:-<ES: 'I'hat is the tale. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIKES: 
" Prior to the meeting Mr. Percy 

Brier, .i.R.C.O., rendered a number of 
acceptable ~elections on the organ and 
little 2\iiss Ru+h .Arnold recited cleverly." 

I am not going to read the whole of the 
article-

" Sergeant N. R. Worrall directed 
attention to the fact that the matter of 
the appointments to the Council had 
greatly disturbed the minds of the people 
for the past week. It had been dealt 
with concisrelv and fearlessly by the lead-

, ing daily journal, but no one had yet 
had the temeritv to attack the question 
on the public platform. They were not 
there in any partisan spirit. As a body 
they were pledged to the destruction of 
the pa1·ty system in politics, a system 

Hon. A. J. Jones.] 
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which had ruled too long in Australia 
-(applausp)-and which must be an· 
nihilated. (Applause.) They did not pro­
pose to discuss the personnel of the ap­
pointments. It was the principle involved 
that thev wished to discuss. Thev claimed 
that they had bought on the battlefields 
the right to rliscuss these national ques­
tions. (Applause.)" 

That right no Government would allow the 
Nationalists or any body of men to discuss. 

The PRESIDENT : I must call the hon. 
gentleman to order. The hon. gentleman 
would be quite in order in reading an ex­
tract from a paper that' was relevant to the 
matter before the House, but I do not see 
that that question is relevant to the matter 
before the House at all 

The SECRETARY FOR MIKES: I bow 
to your ruling. My eyesight is not too 
good, and I could not find the place. I 
wanted to quote the motion that w~s carried, 
and I will connect my argument with the 
motion before the Hotue. The motion wa"-

" That this meeting of returned soldiers 
and citizens of Brisbane, while express­
ing its loyal allegiance to his Majesty 
the King, and ite unswerving devotion 
to the Empire, hereby com·eys to his 
Excellency the Governor, Sir Hamilton 
Goold-Adams. its strongest disapproba­
tion of his action in appointing to the 
Legislative Council of Queensland thirteen 
new mombon, thereby increasing the 
number of members bevond the re­
cognised maximum L trength of the Cham­

. ber in direct oppo;<ition to the mandate 
of the electors of Queensland given on 
:\lay 5 last. (Applause.)" 

The Hon. ::\Ir. Campbell rose to a point 
of order, and said that, in quocing the 
adyertisornent, I was casting a. reflection on 
His Excellcncv the Governor. I say that, 
as a M mister -_of the Crown, it is ,r{y duty 
to protect H1s Excellency the Governor. 
Certain ad.-ice has been tendered to His 
Excelleucy which he in his wisdom thought 
fit to accepc. 

HoN. T. M_ HALL: I rise to .a point of 
order. Is the hon. gentleman in order in 
discussing a meeting that took place in the 
Exhibition over a motion bv certain re­
turned soldiers that has no reference to this 
Council? 

. The PRESIDE:0:'I': The hon .. gentleman 
~s out of order The matter he is discussing 
IS not relevant to the question before the 
House. 

The SEQRETARY FOR MINES: I 
again bow to the ruling of the President. 
At the same time, the hon. member who in­
terjected must admit that he was out of 
order when he said that I was casting a 
reflection on a gentleman in an exalted 

position. I would not have taken 
[5 p.m.] the oath of allegiance if I dared 

to come into this Chamber and 
cast any reflection on His Excellency the 
Governor. I deny the imputation emphati­
cally. It is a reflection on a man who can­
not protect himself. Is this the fair plav that a 
brutal majority is trying to exercise this 
afternoon by asking us to accept this motion? 

Hon. T. M. HALL: I have told vou alreadv 
that I am prepared to withdraw· the motion 
!f you will agree to fix a time for adjourn­
mg. 

[Hon . .A.. J. Jones. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIXES: If I 
have to stand here till to-morrow morning, 
I intend to stand up for the rights of the 
minority. 'C'nfortunately, we are not_ as 
strong numerically as hon. members opposite, 
but we are not going to accept a motion 
like this without protest. A motion such as 
this is Oll€ of the strongest reasons why the 
question of additional appointments to this 
House should he seriouslv consid€red so that 
Government busine·'S may be transacted. 
Look at all th'e important measures now on 
the business-paper. The Government can­
not possibly get those measures through if 
hon. members pursue obstructive tactics. If 
the hon. member will withdraw the motion, 
I am prepared, on behalf of the Govern­
ment. to sa v that we will not undulv in­
convenience · anv member of this Cha1nher, 
and we will adjourn. as the business will 
allow -us. at a reasonable hour every night. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: Fix a time. 

The SECRETARY FOR ~I~ES: We 
will not fix a time for the reason I have 
mentioned. Hon. members with large par­
liamentary experience must know that it 
could easilv happen that, when the time for 
adjournment came, another quarter of an 
hour would have enabled a Bill in Com­
mittee to he completed: hut, by adjourn­
ing. hon. members could come hack 
the next day with fresh arguments and 
occupy the whole of the sitting. 

Hon. G. S. CrRTIS: \Yh~t do you call a 
reasonable hour for adjournment? 

The SECRETARY FOR :\liNES: I have 
been too reasonable, and I have not done 
my duty to the Legislative Assembly very 
often in agreeing to adjourn at 6 o'clock. 
On no occasion this session has the Council 
adjourned at a later hour than 10.40 p.m. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: Are you will­
ing to say that half-past 10 is a reasonable 
hour? 

The SECRETARY FOR :MINES: I am 
not going to fix any hour, because I think 
it would be an infringement of the rights 
and privileges of this Chamber to do so. 
\Ye are not going to allow anybody to take 
the business out of the hands of the Go­
vernment by fixing any hour for adjourning 
the CounciL If hon. members care to take 
m' word as a man-and I have never broken 
it 

0 

vet in thi-. Chamber-I will sit down in 
five minutes if thev will withdraw the motion 
and let us get on 'with the important public 
business that is on the business-sheet. If 
not. we will go on. \Vhat about the rights 
of th€ minority? 

Hon. T. M. HALL: What consideration 
have you or your party ever shown for 
n1inor-ities? 

The SECRETARY FOR :J;HNES: I com­
promis<:>d with hon. members last night. They 
accused me of breaking through the agree­
ment, hut it "·as they who broke through 
that agreement. The Government represen· 
tatives have been verv reasonable in this 
Chamber. \Ve have adjourned the Council 
at 6 o'clock. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: We have been reason· 
able also. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Did 
not the Hon. Mr. Dunn and the Hon. Mr. 
Parnell complain to me that they came 
here to do business, and then had to walk 
about the lobbies b'ecause the Council had: 
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adjourned at 6 o'clock to meet the con­
venience of hon. members opposite? Those 
hon. nwmbers ha·d my sympathy. Such a 
'hostile attitude as is manifested bv this 
motion will not be tolerated bv the Go­
vernment. The Government of the countrv 
must go on. Do hon. members mean to teil 
me that this motion is not moved for the 
specific purpose of interfering with the busi­
ne,··S of the Government? 

Hon. T. M. HALL: I told vou whv it was 
moved. · · 

Th0 SECRETARY FOR MINES: I 
could quite understand the motion being 
moved if I had been unreasonable, or if we 
had ~at to an unreasonable hour. But now 
the Hon. :\1r. Hall comes along with another 
trumped-up charge-and I may say that a 
gc>Od deal of the time of Ministers is taken 
up in meeting the trumped-up charges that 
arc levelled against them be· members of 
this Housf, and members of the Assembly--

Hen. P .• J. LEAHY: You have no right to 
My that. It is quite unparliamentary. 

'rhe SECRETARY FOR MIKES: What 
abont the motion of tbe hon. gentl0man for 
the appointment of the Select Committee with 
respect to State enterprises? I am very 
anxions to get on with the important mea­
;;;un' on the pttper and with the administra­
tiye work of the Mines Department. but here 
I am compelled this afternoon to oppose 
strenuously a motion like this. 

Hon. A. A. DAYEY: Stonewalling. 
The SECRETARY FOR MIXES: I indi­

<>nted before that I would use all the argu­
ments that I am capable of using on this 
motion. but I said that I was willing to sit 
down in five minutes if the Hon. Mr. Hall 
would withdraw the motion. 

Hon. E. '\V. H. FOWLES: Carry this 
motion. and we will clean the business-sheet 
by 9 o'clock to-night. 

Hon. F. T. BREXTXALL: '\Vhat right have 
you to insist on the Hon. Mr. Hall withdraw­
ing his motion? \V e have a perfect right to 
diecuss such a motion. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIXES : Whv 
question my right to ask that the motion 
be withdrawn? 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: '\Ve are not questioning 
your right. 

The SECRETARY FOR J'v'IT:\"ES: You 
may question it before morning. 

Hon. T. M. HALL: \Ve are quite prepared 
to eit here till morning. That does not worry 
us a bit. 

The SECRETARY FOR MI~ES : The 
government of this country is going on, 
heedless of this hostile motion. 

Hon. T. M. HALL: Heedless of everything. 
The SECRETARY FOR MINES: There 

is too much of this recrimination. I would 
not degrade m:pelf by using the unparlia­
mentary expressions that are used at times 
by hon. members opposite. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHOR);: Have you come 
to the conclusion that 10.30 is a reasonable 
hour? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I 
will giYe my word on behalf of this Govern­
ment that there is no intention on the part 
Qf the Government to inconvenience hon. 
members. The trumped-up charge that I was 
just referring to was that the Hon. Mr. Hall 
moved this motion because of some rumour. 

Hon. T. M. HALL: It was not a rumour. 
It was something I heard with mv own ears 
in the writing-room. I heard someone say 
that they would sit every night and kill the 
old men off, and a Yery vulgar expression 
was used. 

Hon. R. BEDFORD: '\Vho said that? 
Hon. P. J. LEAHY: You are quite capable 

of trying it.. 

The SECRE'rARY FOR MI:'>ES: Those 
are not my instructions from the Govern­
ment. Last night we adjourned at half-past 
10 o'clock, and that was not an unreasonable 
hour. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHOR!\: That is exactlv 
what we wanwd you to admit. • 

The SECRETARY FOR MIKES: The 
President is aware that at the conclusion of 
a session there are occasions when this House 
has to wait for certain business from the 
other Chamber. Sometimes hon. members 
have to wait here till 12 or 1 o'clock. 

Hon. P. J. LIIHY: \Ye will do it again 
i! it is necessary, and we can do it under 
this motion. It savs, " unless otherwise 
ordered.'' " 

The SECRETARY FOR 1\II:\ES : The 
House, under the present Standing Orders, 
has control over its times of ,:ittinv. and this 
motion is absolutelv unnecessary. How much 
longer do hon. :rCntlernen 1va'"'nt n1e to use 
thUt argu1ncnt? If hon. gcntletnen wish n1e 
to continue my flrgument. I shall make some 
quotatwns which will probably take up some 
time. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHOR!\: That won't hurt 
us. 

The SECRET.-\.RY FOR :VliNES: J shall 
quote from a speech delivered b.'· the Hon. 
Mr. Leahy. but before doing· so I shall give 
the timb at >Yhich this Council adjourned 
from :::\1onday, the 9th July, which was the 
first meeting of this House at which I rt'pre­
sented the Government. On most days we 
adjourned at 6 o'clock in the afternoon. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: Because there was 
nothing to do. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIXES: Hon. 
gentlemen haYe said that they come here 
with a mandate g·iven b:· the people on the 
5th :May la"t. I say that the people in the 
country are expecting more from members 
of this Chamber than the discu'"ion of a 
motion like that which is now before us. 
Hon. members opposite are giving the' best 
possible rea,on why priYafe members' 
day should lee aboli~hed. I am not going to 
advocate that, because there is no greater 
stickler for the rights of priYate members 
than I am. That privilege has been handed 
down to us from the mother of Parliaments, 
but it has been abused by hon. members to 
such an extent that all thcv can now do is 
to move a motion to harass 't.he Govt'rnment. 
Contrast the motion of which notice has 
been given bv the Hon. Mr. Bedford for 
next \'Vednesday with the motion now before 
the House. 

Hon 'I'. 1\1 HALL: That motion is a piece 
of impertinence-an attempt to dictate to the 
Commonwealth Government. 

The SECRETAHY FOR ME\ES: The 
motion is of a national character, and affects 
the metal industry of this State. If it is 
carried in this House. and a similar motion 
is passed by the Legislative Assembly, that 
will be an indication to the Federal Prime 

Hon. A. J. Jones.] 
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:Minister of what the metal producers in this 
country des:re in the way of reform. I 
further object to this motion on the ground 
that it will make an a·dditional sessional 
order, and that such an order should be 
made at the bcginni11g of the ses,ion. I 
doubt whether the motion is in order on that 
ground, hut I am not raising a point of 
order, because I do not want to take any 
unfair adva11tag~ of an hon. gen'tleman who, 
through his ignorance of the Standing 
Orders, may mo,·e something which is not in 
accord,.nce with parliamentary practice. 
Again, I question \Vhether there is any prece­
dent for making such an amendment of the' 
sessional orders· so late in the session. Can 
the hon. gentleman quote one precedent for 
his action in submitting the motion? The 
hon. member had previously given notice of 
another 'notion which reads-

" That, notwithstanding anything to 
the• contrary contained in the Standing 
Rules ancl Orders, the Council, fo,· the 
remainder ui the present session, shall 
adjourn on each sitting day at an hour 
not lctter than 9 o'clock p.m." 

The hon. gl'ntleman allowed that mobon to 
lap:-:.c, etnd gave notice of another one ::olne­
what more in order, lmt I ask: Can he quote 
any lH'L'Cf'dC1Jt \vhich justifies suel1 a rnotion? 
I am not such a great stickler for precr,dent, 
hut I certainly think the hon. gentleman 
should show what is the necessitv for this 
motion, and in that resnect he hae famentably 
failed. \Ve are now within six 'Veeks of the 
closing of the ses•·ion. and we he1ve this 
n1otion sprung upon us, so that it may go 
out to the country that members opposite had 
to introduce the closure. \Ye have not got 
the ck,ure in our Standing Orders; we have 
not even got thP " g.ag." 

Hon. E. W. H. FowLES: Read Standing 
Order 108. 1.t \Yonld have been put in force 
half-an-hour ago if you were not a 11inister. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIXES: The 
hon. gentleman who moved this motion 
failed to g-ive any reason why it should be 
carried, There is onlv one motive that could 
have actuated h-itn in~ n1oving such a 1notion, 
and that is that when the party are appeal­
ing to the country at the next general elec­
tion they ma'· be able to say to the people, 
" \V e had to get a motion carried in the 
Legislative Conncil adjourning the House 
aufomaticall\' at 8.45 in order"--

Hon. E. \V. H. FowLES: To g<Jt on with 
business. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : To 
obstruct bu,ine,s. Do hon. gentlemen ob­
ject to having each Bill properly discussed? 
I riever make long speeches in the House. 
I believe my speech on the ~\.ddress in Reply 
lasted for about one hour and three-quarters, 
and occupied t\venty-nine pages. of 
"Hansard," but twenty pages were mter­
jections, and only the other nine pages were 
mv speech. This is a motion for the brutal 
majority to g;oYern in the. absence of its 
m em hers. It is actually votmg by post. 

Hon. \V. H. C.BIPBELL: \Vhere are your 
three old supporters in this HouMc? At the 
Melbourne Cup, aren't they? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I have 
to thank them for their attendance in this 
House and the· able way in which they have 
supported mo here, and I think they are 
<llntitled to a little trip. Those hon. gentle­
men courteously informed me that they were 

[Hon . .A. J. J ones. 

goino- South and that is all I know about 
theh:=' absen~~- I propose now to quote fron1: 
a speech delivered by the Hon. Mr. I.eahy 
in the other House on the 6th :\' oycmber, 
1907. The then Premier, Mr. Kidston, had 
introduced the following motion:-

"That during the remainder of this­
session Government business do take p:·e­
cedence of all other business at 3 o'clock 
p.m. on Thursday in each week." 

In introducing the motion Mr. Kidston said 
that the Government had a great deal of 
business to get through. The Hon. 1-lr. 
Leahy, speaking on that motion, ,caid-

The PRESTDE:\'T: Is the hon. gentleman 
reading from the debates in another place? 

The SECRETARY FOR MIKES: Yes. 

The PRESIDE::\'T: It is distinctly out of 
order to do that. "::Ylay" is very clear on 
the point. At page 291 he says-

" The rule that allusions to debates in 
the other House are out of order pre­
vents fruitless argun1enb. bet\veen Inein­
ber, of n.-o distinct bodies who are 
unable to repl:y to each other, and guards 
{l£?:ainst recrin1ination and offC'nsive 
la.ng;uage in the absence of the party 
assailed; hut it is mainly founded upon 
the understanding that the debates of 
the other House are not known, and that 
the Hm1'·C can take no notice of them. 
The dail0• publication of ~lebat<:s in P~r­
Iianlent offers a strong te.:nptahon to drs­
reg·ard this rulP. The same que,stions aro 
di;cusse·d by persons belonging to the 
Eame parties in both Houst>s, and' 
speeches arC' constantly referr0d to by 
members, which this rule would exdnde 
from th,.ir notice: <md althoug;h there 
are few orders more important than this 
for tLe conduct of dPbate, and for ob­
servinc:r courtcsv bch"' ecn the two Houses, 
not m;'e per ha ris is more generally h·ans­
o-rcssed ,, 

The '\on. ~ember will, therefore, see that is 
is distinctlv out of order to quote from 
speeches deiivered in another Chamber. 

The SECRETARY FOR JI.H:t-;"ES: Thank 
vou, :Hr. President. I was not aware that I 
;vas out of order. I do not wish to trans­
gress the rules of this House; I I;tave never 

tried to do so-not dehberately­
[5.30 p.m.] and if I a'? out of order, I bow 

to your rulmg. But I would very 
much like to have given some of the arifU· 
ments which the Hon. Mr. Leahy used dunng 
the year 1907. 

Hon. P. J. LE . .\HY: I stand by everything 
I said. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I knew 
the hon. gentleman would. There are a few 
members in this Chamber who have had 
parliamentary experience in the Assembly, 
and the Hon. ::\Ir. Leahy is one of them.. I 
believe I was in the House at the same time 
as the hon. gentleman in 1907, and so were 
You, :\Ir. President, and, as far as my 
ine1norv serves me, I do not know anyone 
who was a greater advocate for the rights of 
free speech than the Hon. Mr. Leahy. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: And I am' now. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIXES : And 
tht>re was no greater stickler for the preser­
vation of the rights and privileges of the 
Assembly than the Hon Mr. Leahy. The· 
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'hon. gentleman was one of those members 
that we looked up to for some guidance in 
·those days. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: I wish you would do it 
now. 

The SECRETARY FOR MI:'\ES: I must 
say that the hon. gentleman has deteriorated 
some,Yhat since he came into this Chamber. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: This Chamber would 
improYe anybody. You are better since you 

·came here. 

The SECRETARY FOR MI:'\ES: I hope 
we are getting better eYery day; but I am 
sure that the political atmosphere that· I have 
breathed in this Chamber has not done me 
\'ery much good. I am also opposed to this 
motion, because it is a shirking of our duty. 
Like other hon. gentlemen, I am a nominated 
memlwr of this Chamber. I have been an 
elected member of the Assembly. and, as 
hon. members know, I relinquished my posi­

·tion there and aceepted the position offered to 
me hy the GoYernment. I thought that when 
I came here it was mY dutv to carrv on and 
to facilitate the business o{ the countr'l', and 
·that is also the dutv of anv other member 
who accepts appointment to' this House. I 

"ha Ye heard the Hon. 1\Ir. Brentnall use the 
argument that it is our duty to legislate, 
and hon. members haYe always drummed 
'into me since I have been here that they 
ha.-e equal rights with members of the 
Assembly. They have chastised me when I 
have pointed out that the members of the 
As·'embly are directly rec.ponsible to the 
~people, because they are elected by the 
people. They said they had similar rights, 
and that it is their duty to legislate for the 
··people just as it is the dutv of elected repre­
.sentatives in the Assembiv: 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHom;: Do you deny 
that right? 

The SECRETARY FOR MI~ES: I do 
not deny the right. Hon. gentlemen are 
trying to shirk their duty by trying to ad­
journ this House automatically at an absurd 
1:10Ul'. 

Hon. T. M. HALL: Make it half-past 10. 

The SECRETARY FOR MI:'\ES. What 
is the use of coming back after dinner for 

·one hour and a-half. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: Vi'hv do you not name 
.an hour that would suit you? 

The SECRETARY FOR l\H:\"ES: The 
hour that I am discussing is embodied in 
·the motion. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: You have been told 
that the mover will accept a later hour. 

The SECRETARY FOR MI~ES: I am 
·tired of saYing that I am willing to acoopt 
·the withdrawal of the motion. There is no 
loss of dignit_; or breach of principle in 

·the Hon. Mr. Hall saying. "I will withdraw 
·the motion if you will promise to be reason­
able and adjourn at a rea<,onable hour." 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: Will vou take the latest 
hour that we have sat during the session up 
till the present-that is, half-past 10? 

The SECRETARY FOR MI:'\ES: I will 
not take an hour at all. for the reasons I 
'have mentioned, but I :will promise to be 
ren son able. \V e are not pleading for an 
apology for the introduction of the motion. 

'The Hon. Mr. Hall is quite within his rights 
in moYing the motion, and he will have the 
.~ight to reply to my arguments. The motion 

means that we meet at half-past 3, and ad­
journ at 6 for tea, and then go on from 
a quarter·past 7 for an hour and a-quarter, 
or an hour and a-half, at the most, because 
the other quarter of an hour will usually be 
taken up in formal business. That is just 
one hour to legislate after dinner. 

Hon. T. 1'L HALL: No, we often keep on 
till half-past 10. 

The SECRETARY FOR l'vU~ES: We are 
sent here to legislate for the good of the 
countrv which frequently calls for urgent 
and i;r;mediate legislation, and it is then 
our duty to sit, whatever th<: hour . of the 
dav or niiTht to do our sha.re m makmg the 
Ia,:;-s thatb a;e needed. It is degrading the 
intelligence of this Chamber to ask it to 
pass a motion to automatically close debate 
at a quarter to 9. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: You have been offered 
half-past 10. 

Hon. T. M. HALL: \Ve close automatically 
at 6. 

The SECRETARY FOR ::YIIXES: It is a 
pity you cannot autolllatically close me. 

Hon. T. :\I. HALL: We could if we chose. 

The SECRETARY FOR C\:IINES: If that 
is the attitude hon. gentlemen are going to 
adopt, they ,·ill find there is any amount of 
fight in n:e also.. I an: sure hon. gentlemen 
are not s111ccre 111 then· threats. They had 
better send their "\Vhip" round and secure 
their majority-a. brutal majority to oppJCess 
the minoritv Hon. gentlemen are giVmg 
arguments, ·not only for further appoint­
ments, but the very best reason why the 
people should be called upon at an early 
date to deal with this House in another way; 
thev are giving arguments why the peop_le 
sho~ld be aiTain asked whether they wlll 
have a. Legislative Council or n.ot. The 
people will probably be asked. at a tn!'e when 
the personality of the ~mndi~ate Will have 
some weight; the questwn will .have to be 
decided at a time when the nunds of the 
people are not confused by .litigation and 
suggested litigation. ~hat IS. the re.a~on 
whv hon. members opposite are 111 a posit~on 
to boast of a 60,000 majority. At the takmg 
of the referendum on 5th May. the .case that 
the High Court ultimately decid:d m favo~r 
of the GoYPrnment--that there IS no consti­
tutional difficulty between this Chamber and 
the people-was sub judice, and the minds ?f 
the people were confus~d. T!'tey were afraid 
lest thev might be votmg With the Govern­
ment ~hen the Government had no legal 
right to take that referendum. Xow, when they 
know that the Government have a perf.ect 
right to take the vote, >tnd test the qu~stlon 
as to whether this Chamber shall be abolished, 
thev mav vote in a different way. I am 
not' herP to make any threats, because 
this motion is quite unnecess<:r;-·. If. I:on. 
gentlemen want to comn:it pohhca

1
1 s~rci?~­

the.- had better go on 'nth these o,>snuctne 
tactic;. 

Hon. T. 1\L HALL: Thank you for your 
advice. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: It is 
a motion used for no other purpose than. to 
prevent the business of the country bemg 
carried on. It is our duty, as representa­
tives of the people-if hon. gentlemen oppo­
site take the vote recorded on ~th M~y la~t 
as giving them the right to legislate m this 
Chamber-to legislate. when the Government 
think fit to send us legislation from the 

Hon . .A. J. Jones.] 
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other Chamber, <lt ,·casonable times. Surely 
a reasonable time to legislate, considering 
we are not allowed to sit in th<> morning, is 
from half-past 3 until, say, half-pa.st 10 or 
11 o'clock at night-that to be the maximum. 
vYe have ne\-N' been later. The Legislative 
Assembly do not sit later than 10.30. Very 
rardy is there an all-night sitting, especially 
now that there is a time limit to speeches. 
-~s they have a. gr<>ater number of members 
than \VD possess in this Chamber, they some­
times sit later on in the night, but onlv occa­
sionally. Those are exceptional case< when 
the Opposition ff'e] that thev mav have an 
opportunity of defeating the G~overnn1ent 
or of successfully opposing a particular Bill. 
Surelv we in this Chamber can tra.nsart the 
business which comes from the other Cham­
ber until a reasonable hour. \Ye all know 
that this motion has been moved simply be­
came Govermnent support0rs tried hard to 
induce the Council to sit after 9 o'clock last 
\Yednecday night to deal with such impor­
tant matters as the dischargt' of the s- lect 
Committee on Industrial Enterprises and the 
Requisition of Ships Bill. That is where the 
Hon. ::\lr. Hall g·ot the idea of bringing for­
ward this motion. Hon. members want to 
attend to their private business during the 
day and then come' here and legislate for an 
hour or so and disappear at 6 o'clock. The 
only thing I am mrprised at is that they 
have not submitted a 111otion that the Coun­
cil should adjoum at 6 o'clock so that they 
could get home each dav for dinner. vYh-;­
did hon. members accept a seat in thi's 
Chamber if they were not willing to stay 
here and transact the business of the 
countr_,.? Last IV cthwsday \Ye wanted them, 
after private busine;;s had been disposed of, 
to proceed with the Requisition of Ships Bill, 
so that we might restore trade and com­
merce along the coast of this State, but hon. 
members were not prepared to stav and h·ans­
act that business. Since I rose to" speak hon. 
members have exJH'<''sed their willin~ness to 
compromise to the extc>nt of extc>nding the time 
for adjourning from 8.45 to 10.30-that is, for 
another hour a.nd three-quarters. Tha.t in 
itself sho\YS what a silly proposal this is. 
That proves that it was not necescarv to 
bring fon\ ard this motion, and that it must 
have been absurd in the first place, because 
I am willing to admit tha.t 10.30 is a verv 
reasonable hour to adjourn. • 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: Then \vhy don't you 
accept th compromise ? 

The SECRETARY FOR ::\11:::\ES: On be­
half of the Government. I appeal to hon. 
members to be reasonable and to \Yithdraw 
the motion. and I will promise that the Go· 
vcrnn1cnt will nrvr'r inconveniC'nC'e hon. n1e1n~ 
bers, and that we will adjourn at a. reason­
able hom each night. I do not believe that 
the motion r<>ally f·manates from the Hon. 
:\lr. Hall himsflf. It is no doubt the result 
of a consultation \vith his friends. 

Hon. T. :\I. HALL: I do not know that one 
of m,· friends is going to support the motion. 
I will not know until I hear them say so. 

Hon. F. T. BRE:<;T"ALL: I can tell the 
Minister that I have never been asked to 
support the motion. 

Hon. T. ::\I. HALL: I have never spoken to 
a soul about it. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIXES: It is 
pal1iamentary to accept the Hon. l\1r. Brent­
nall's won!, and I accept his statement. 
Will hon. members assure me that a majority 
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on their si.de will vote with us w that we 
m a v defeat the motion? I \Yould be failing 
in ... n1v dutY if I did not raise a Yigorous 
protest against a motion which interferes 
with the rights and privileges of every hon. 
member. I think hon. members should ap­
plaud n1c for standing h-. re a11fl 1naking a 
speech that should be handed down to pos­
tcritv a~ a defence of their rights and priYi~ 
leges. (Laughter.) Hon. members pride 
themseh·e'· on their so-called mandate from 
the people, yet the,· refuse to set personal 
convenience aside for public duty. Hon. 
members might be pardoned for such a. 
motion if it were mbmitte-d in a moment of 
pique, or if, in the heat of argun1ent, ~e 
had taken advantage of our opponents m 
ordl'r to gain our own ends. But I have 
never bec~me heated in this Chamber; I 
haYe neycr eYen ~quirn1e·d because of :3on1e 
foul interjection that has been hurled across 
the floor of the Chamber. I could quite 
understand if the Hon. 2\lr. Hall had made 
up his mind last night to submit this motion 
lwcause he thought we ha·d not kept our part 
o£ the~ agTeenH..'IIt. 

Hon. T. :\1. HALL: I did not think of that. 
The SECRETARY FOR ::\II:::-i"ES: I could 

quite undt:.)rstand hin1, in a 1nmnent of pique~ 
moving "That the Council do now a·djourn,'' 
and then co1ning back .the next day in a 
better frame of mind; but to ask the GO\·ern­
nient to accept a n1otion like this is to ask 
something that no self-respecting Government 
could accept \Yithout vigorous protest. Hon. 
member' mav force it through with their 
brutal major!ty--

Ho:;;. T. :\1. HALL: I rise to a point of 
order. I> the hon. gentleman in order in 
referring to us as a "brutal majority"? 

The PRESIDE::\T: It is an 0xpression 
that is often made use of, and I do not 
think the hem. gentleman is out of or-der. 

The SECRETARY FOR ::\li::\ES: I very 
hnmblv apologise if I have offended the 
Hon. :'\Ir. Hall. I do not think I haw use-d 
unparlian1cntary language since I first 
entered this Chamber. 

Hon. F. T. BRE"T);.\LL: You have used 
that expression several times this afternoon. 

The SECRETARY FOR :\liNES: Well, I 
think I am justific'd. I am beginning to feel 
a iittle \Yarm on this question. However, I 
dirl not use the word "brutal" in any often~ 
sive sen~e; I sirnply used it in a politjcal 
sense. One might pardon the hon. gentleman 
for moving- this motion if it were intended 
tc. apply to one sitting only, but it is too 
much to expect tht' GoYernment to agree to 
it as a p-eneral principle and as an. altera­
tion of the se-~sionnl order. Last 111ght we 
adjourned at half-past 10. 

Hon. T. :u. H.\LL: X o-at a quarter to 11. 

The SECRET-~RY FOR :NII::'mS: The 
hon. gentleman has had time to discuss this 
matter coollv with other hon. gentlemen, and 
no doubt he. has cliscussc·d it with them, and 
that goes to prove that the object of the 
motion is to prevent certain business from 
being· carried through this House. T~e whole 
thing bear' the mark of a conspu·acy to 
checkmate the energ-etic minoritv in this 
Chamber, who are s"inc<>reh and· genuinely 
desirous of getting on with the business of the 
country. The hou. gentlemen who have just 
been appointed to the Chamber come from all' 
parts of the State, even from the extrem& 
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North of the State, and they naturally want 
to get through the business and to get back to 
their homes .and their Yarious occupations. I 
am qmte sahs.fied that the whole procedure in 
conncct10n With this matter bears the mark 
of a conspiracy to prevent the minority of 
members-the energetic members-from" car­
rying on the busin~ss of the countrv .. Talk 
about combinations in restraint Df tr~de ! If 
this motion is passed, this House will be 
revealed as a combination in restraint of pro­
gress .. Very often in my :·otmger days. when 
speaking on behalf of the party I haYe the 
honour to be a'socia ted with, I spoke of this 
House as a clog on the wheels of progress, and 
I can tell hon. gentlemen that in the country 
it is looked upon as a clog on the wheels of 
progress. There are hon. gentlemen in this 
Chambe_r who are very capable of doing busi­
ne". Smce I have been in the House I have 
acceptf'd all reasonable amendments in Bills, 
sueh as those proposed bv the Hon. 2\Ir. 
O'Shea in the Wages Bill, ~nd others which 
were inserted in the Opticians Bill. I am 
aware that h~n .. gentlemen are quite capable 
and qmte \VIllmg to amend Bills and to 
le:ci~late .m th~ int~rest of the people; but a 
motJOn hke thts Will retard S\lPh legislation. 
Are \Ye a body of men who. while priding 
om:seh·es on our honours and privileges as 
legislators, are apt to grow very wearv in 
'"elldoing. \Yhy procrastinate business? 
\Yhy 'put off till to-morrow that which you 
can do to-da;.-? 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORX: \Vhv are ,-ou 
putting off till to-morrow the Farm Produce 
Agents Bill and the other Bills on the busi­
ness-paper? 

The SECRETARY FOR }liNES: We 
shall not have time to-day to deal with the 
matters which I indicated would form the 
busii:ess for. this sitting. AcPording to the 
Pub)Ic SPrvice. Act, members of the public 
sen~ce are retired when the;; reach the age 
of Sixty-five, and if this motion is carried it 
will be an argument in favour of retiring 
members of Parliament at the age of sixty­
five. 

Hon. A. A. DAVEY: Why? 

The SECRETARY FOR 2>1INES: Be­
cause, according to the motion thev are not 
ph~; sic ally fit to do more than' four" hours of 
legitimate work per day-from half-past 3 
till 9 o'clock. \Vill hon. gentlemen admit that 
there are quite a number of mL•mbers in 
this Chamber who tH'P not ph•·sicall·,- fit to 
come here to legislate for the people"? 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: Not one. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: This 
morion is an admission of that. 

Hon. C. F. NIELSO:-l: You are the only 
one who has admitted this infirmitv this 
afternoon. • 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Well 
it is my duty to oppose the motion. \Vhe~ 
I Pntercd the Chamber this afternoon I was 
suffering from rather a severe pold, and I am 
sure m:.- voice indicates that fact. Still, no 
matter how iil I may be, I intend to raise 
my Yoice in protest against a motion like 
that now before the House. It is rather a 
harsh thing to retire public senantB at the 
age of s_ixty:five, and I always opposed it in 
the Legislative Assembh. It would also be 
a harsh thing to retire' a legislator who is 
me~1tall.Y capable and physically fit for his 
leg1slattve work, but this motion is an 

admission that a number of members of this 
Chamber are unable to attend here after 
the hour of 8.45 p.m. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: It is against all-night 
sittings. 

The SECRET_\RY FOR MINES: Well, 
I can assure hon. members that there will 
be no all-night sittings. No Parliament in 
the world has such an absurd rule as that 
which is proposed in this motion. They 
have a time limit for speeches in the Assem­
bly and in some other Houses, but there is 
no time limit for speeches in this Chamber. 
Since I have 'oecn in the House the speeches 
of members have not been unduly long, and 
there is no need for a time limit for speeches 
in this Chamber. As I have said, no Par­
liament in the world has such an absurd 
sessional order as that we are now asked 
to agree to. Fancy the Hon. Mr. Nevitt 
coming from Townsville and the Hon. Mr. 
Purnell from Rockhampton to attend the 
House three days a week and to legislate 
for twelve hours onlv! The Hon. Mr. Par­
nell and the Hon. 'Mr. Dunn cannot con­
scientionslv votP for this motion. b~ause 
they have" complained of having to attend 
the House when the sittings were only from 
3 o'clock till 6 p.m., and I claim their votes 
against the motion. All the country mem­
bers have rights, and they should not be 
disregarded. I cL1im the vote of the Hon. 
::VIr. Nielsen and other countrv members who 
want to do their work so th~t they can get 
away at a reasonable time and catch their 
trains on Thursday night. I have already 
promised that we shall not be unreasonable, 
and that we will adjourn the House on 
Thursday night in sufficient time to enable 
members to ca,tch the 10.10 o'clock train. 

·Hon. P. J. LEAHY: Why not fix some 
limit? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: We 
cannot fix " limit. There is no Parliament 
in the world where thev have a limit t<J 
their time of sitting, but· under this motion, 
no matter how important a measure may be 
that is under discussion, members must re­
tire at 8.45 p.m. and go to their beds. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: " Unless otherwise 
ordered." Read the motion. 

'l'he SECRETARY FOR MINES: We 
kno·\; what " other,vise ordered" means. I 
shall probably analyse the motion _in de~ail 
at a later hour. 'VVhy was not this motwn 
moved two and a-half years ago? 

Hon. T. C. BEIRXE: There was no need 
for it. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : There 
is no need for it now. If the hon. member 
can stand np and (iive one good reason why 
this motion should be adopted, I will sit 
down. 

Hon. T. C. BEIRXE: Sit down then; I 
accept the challenge. 

'l'he SEC'RET~\RY FOR :MINES: Not 
just yet. Th.- hon. member will have his 
opportunity. -Surely, it is not because hon. 
gentleir,cn wish to vbstruct the busmess of 

the Government that this motion 
[7.30 p.m.] is introduced. Do hon. gentle-

nw" want to cut down the busi­
ness of the House to four hours a day? Is 
this the affirmation of the principle of a 
four-hour clay? Some hon. gentlemen who 
opposed an eight-hour day principle in the 
<lietant past now want to affirm the principle 

Hon. A. J. Jones.] 
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that thev should only work a four-hour day. 
Hon. gentlemen do not advocate any curtail­
ment of the hours of the toilers on the rail­
way line, who have to work in the sun when 
it is 110 degrPes in the shade in the \Vest 
of Queensland. Does the Hon. :Mr. Hall 
advocate a four-hour clay? If so, we shall 
be able to claim him as a unionist-two 
and a-half hours before dinner and one and 
a-half hours afterwards. 

Hon. C. F. NIELSON: And ten hours pre­
paration before that. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIKES: The 
motion means that the debatn must close 
before a quarter to S, as the Clerk of the 
Houoe must have sufficient time to read 'the 
qLH.< tions and notices of motion given in to 
him, , nd, in opening the proceedings, time 
must be allowed for laving on the table the 
nece"sary papers and "answering questions. 
That limits onr legislfltive work to less than 
four hours a day. If hon. gentlemen had 
muant that four hours a day is a good thing 
for the toilers in all industries, probably 
we should agree with them. If it took so 
long for the hon. gentleman to explain his 
motion--

Hon. T. M. HALL: It takes you a long 
time to explain it away. (Laughter.) 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: And he has not ex­
plained it away yet. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIKES: I have 
a.clvanced strong reasons why this motion 
should rwt be carried. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN : You are the 
very best advocate we could have got for 
carrying this motion. 

Th<e SECRETARY FOR :MINES: It is 
quite unfair for the hon. gentleman to say 
that, because I have no desire to talk. I 
appeal to my friends on my right, as to 
whether I did not suggest to the Hon. Mr. 
Hall that, if he woul·d let both motions 
lapse, I would promise him on behalf of the 
Government that we would adjourn at a 
reasonable hour. 

Hon. T. Th1. HALL : And I asked what a 
reasonable hour was, and you refused to 
ans,ver me. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The 
hon. gentleman, in his political stubbornness 
refused b accept my reasonable suggestion: 
Hon. gentlemen should applaud me for try· 
ing to defeat this motion, because later 
on it may boomerang on to hon. gentle­
men themselves. I appeal to the fair-minded­
ness of hon. gentlemen who form the majority 
to preserve the rights of the minority in 
this Chamber. 

Hon. T. M. HALL: \Ye are offering you 
a compromise there if you will look at it. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR MI::\'ES: I have 
a right to say that this is an attack upon the 
new appointmcnte. I am forced to that 
belief becanse cf the fact that two and a-half 
years of this Parliament have already ex­
pired. but the Hon :\.fr. Hall has never 
attempted to move a similar motion before. 

Hon. T. M. HALL: It is never too late to 
repent. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: If the 
motion is an attack on the new members of 
thP Chamber, it is consequentlv an attack 
on His Excellency the GoYernor-(laughter) 
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-because it came immediately after His 
Excellency had decided to make the appoint­
ments. Hon. gentlemen want to carry this 
motion in order to restore their previous 
position. Prior to the new appointments 
being made, they could adjourn the House 
when it pleased them, and they formed a 
quorum when it pleased them. I quoted 
from the " Courier" the resolution carried 
at a meeting of the Patriots' League-a 
political league. The Hon. :\.fr. Hall is 
behind the Political Patriots' League. 

Hon. T. M. HALL: I protest against that 
statement. I am not behind any political 
league. I am not connected with an:· political 
league. 

The PRESIDEKT: 'I'he hon. gentleman 
must accept the denial made by the Hon. 
Mr. Hall. 

The i:lECRETARY FOR MIKES: It is 
parliamentary to accept the denial of the 
Hon. Mr. Hall, and I am very pleased to 
accept his denial. If he has not joined any 
political league in the pact. I hope he will 
join our political league. If hon. gentlemen 
opposite moYed the adjournment of the 
debate at 10 o'clock or half past 9 I am 
sure there would be no obstruction; I would 
not put up any stonewalling speech at hal£­
past 9 at night. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: You did it last week. 

The SECRETARY FOR MI::\'ES: Not in 
the spirit the hon. gentleman wishes to con­
vey to the Chamber. I am sure this Cham­
ber will never be guilty of altering the 
Sessional Orders in such a way as this, and 
of thus laying down a precedent that others 
may follow. I want to protect the privilege 
of individual m·embers of this Chamber, as 
well as of the Government. The Hon. Mr. 
Leahy, in the days when he represented the 
people in the Legislative Assembly, used 
arguments against the curtailment of the 
privileges of private members, and he was 
anxious that no limit should be imposed on 
the discussion of private members' business, 
but his attituoo is now changed. In those 
days he wanted to preserve the rights of 
hon. members in regard to freedom of speech, 
and that is all we are trying to do this 
evening. The only promise that I intend 
to giye is that we will be reasonable, as 
we have been in the past, and not keep hon. 
gentlemen here to a yery late hour. I have 
some regard for their health. 

Hon. T. M. HALL: You do not want to 
kill them off then? 

The SECRETARY FOR MI::\'ES: ~o. I 
deny that statement. I do not think that 
statement has been made. 

Hon. T. J. O'SHEA: Yc,, it was. 

The SECRETARY FOR MI~ES: I can 
assure the hon. gentleman that no such state­
ment ever emanated from the Government. 

Hon. T. M. HALL: No, not from the Go­
vernment. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: But from Govern· 
ment supporters. 

The SECRETARY FOR MI~ES: I do 
not care how long we are here to-night ; we 
are going to preserve the rights of this Go­
yernment. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: I thought we were deal­
ing with the rights of the Council; that is 
what concerns us. 
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The SECRE'rARY FOR MI);"ES: I am 
-preserving the riglJ.ts of the Council, too. 

Hon. A. G. ~ HAWTHOR": "\Vhat time 
'have you ordered vour motor-car for to-
night?" · 

The SECRETARY FOR MI~ES: I have 
just cancelled the order. I shall have to 
walk or go home by train or tram. 

Hon. IY. H. CA~IPBELL : There are plenty 
·of Government motor-cars. 

The PRESIDE);"T: Order ! 

The SECRE'fARY FOR MI~ES: I think 
the trouble is that hon. members feel that 
the motor-cars were not built for our Go­
vernuent, and that Labour :Ministers have 
no right to ride in motor-cars; but I am 
going t'? :'ccept all the. r.ights and privileges 
appertammg to my position and abuse none. 
·One paragraph of the motion reads-

" If a motion has been proposed for 
the adjournment of the Council, or of 
the debate. or in Committee that the 
chairma:1 do report progrees, or do leave 
the chair, even· such dilaton motion 
shall lapse without question pllt." 

'That is a very dilatory n1otion. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORX: You are 
making it such. 

The SECRETARY FOR MI~ES: \Ye shall 
hav':' a. regul':r "I.W.W." policy if this 
motwn Is earned. I know the term " dila­
tory n1otion" is properly defined in '· J'Ylav"; 
but I ask hon. members what would be. the 
-effect of that pa_ragra.ph if carried. Sup­
P?Smg we are discussmg an Appropriation 
Bill when the hands of the clock come round 
to 8.45, what will happen? 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: Tell us when 
you are bringing in your Bill, and we will 
flx you up all right. 

The SECRETARY FOR l\HXES: The 
Government are supposRd to sacrifice their 
prim iples. and. at a great loss of dignity, 
to appeal to the Hon. Mr. Hall for per­
mission to sit five minutes later so that the" 
·can carry an Appropriation Bill and the 
publi~ servants may be paid the following 
mormng:. I am trying not to misinterpret 
the motiOn, but the people of this State may 
be put to a great deal of inconvenience 
.especi~lly !n con!"ect~on with Appropriatio,.;, 
Bills. If this mot1on IS carried. 

The PRESIDE);"T: Ordn ! The hon. 
gentlem·an is repeating the same thing many 
tin1es over. 

Hon. A. G. C. HA\YTHORX: Hear. hear! 
If he >vere not a :\1inister, he would have 
be0n cnt down long ago. 

The SECRETARY FOR 11E\ES: With 
.all duc respect to the Chair, I think I am 
quit~ within my rights in detailing this 
mohon. :\Iy speech has not been of undue 
length. I remember when one member in the 
As,embly spoke for seven hours, and I have 
not been above two hours. 

Hon. T. J. O'SHE.\: Thev can't do it in 
·the ~\ssembly now. · 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: No, 
'bee a use there is a time limit. 

Hen. T. J. O'SHEA: So there should be 
here. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I am 
going to stand up for my rights and pnn­
leo·'"'· even to the extent of challengmg a 
nDing from the Chair. 

Hon. T. J. O'SHEA: You are not going to 
insult the Chair? 

The SECRETARY FOR l\1I~ES: I do 
not intend to do so. 

The PRESIDENT: The Chair will defend 
the hon. gentleman's rights and privileges. 
but there are certain duties which devolve 
upon the President which he c::tnnot overlook. 
(Hear. hear!) I have given the hon. gentle­
man fairlv reasonable scope. and, ,vhile he 
sticks to 'the motion, he will be quite in 
order. 

The SECRETARY FOR MI~ES: I am 
onlv saving for the edification of hon. mem­
bers op,posite. who desirC' me to be called. to 
order very frequently, that I am not castmg 
:,nv reflection on your ruling, because I have 
bo~vc~d to your rulings on eYery occasion dur­
ing this debate. The motion further says-

" If a question is under discussion 
either by collecting the voices or. by a 
dh·ision at the time of interruption of 
bL1siness, the interruption shall take place 
after the declaration of numbers from the 
Chair. 

" Government business under considera­
tion at the time of interruption shall 
stand oyer until the next sitting day. 
and private members' .b~siness sh.all 
stand oyer until the next s1ttmg on whiCh 
private members' business has prece­
dence.'' 

I wish to call particular attention to the 
worrls "Gm·ernment business under consid­
eration at the time of interruption shall 
stand over until the next sitting day." Is 
that not an interference with Government 
business? 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: No: it comes on tl';e 
next dav. An a·djournment of the House Is 
just as· much an interferencP. Ii is done 
every day. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Of 
course it is -done every day. The leader of 
the Government in any Chamber has the 
right to arrange the busine·,s of the Govern-
ment . 

Hon. T. l\L HALL: So long as it is at a 
reasonable time-not all night. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIXES: \Ye 
haYe not been unreasonable. Do hon. mem· 
bers anticipate that we are going to have 
all-night sittings? 

HoxornABLE l\1E}IBERS: Yes. 

Hon. \Y. H. CD!PBELL: It was all fixed 
up. You said it yourself . 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: That 
is a verY flimsv reason to urge in support 
of this 'motion: Hon. members anticipate 
the verv worst from the represBntative of the 
Government, and thcv introduce a motion of 
this kind to preyent him doing something 
evil? I defy any hon. member to cite 01;e 
instance where I have been unreasonable 111 
the conduct of business in this House. This 
motion has not the approval of the Govern­
ment. and I am going to oppose it at every 
stage a' vigorously as I possibly can. I 

Hon . .A. J. Jones.] 
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hope that hon. members, even at this late 
hour, will yield to my appeal. The Govern­
ment _have been sent here by a very large 
J~laJonty to represent the people, and I be­
heve they will b<> sent here after the next 
elections, even though this Chamber mav use 
obstructive trrctics to preYent Government 
n1easures gDing through. The Opposition in 
the Assembl'·. arc not numerically strong, but 
tlr~· haYe fneJHls here who oppose the Go­
v_ernmel_lt ;c·henever they _introduce progres­
>IYC legJS]ah'?n. I am anxwus to get on with 
measures which are demanded bv the people 
of thP country, and I appeal t~ hon. mem­
ber, before it is too late not to pass such 
an unprogre~:"iYe sessional order-one that 
does not obtain in any countrv in the civil-
ised world. · 

The PRESIDE::\'T: I desire to call the 
attention of hon. members to the fact that. 
during the dinner hour sotncone l'l'!llOYed 
fro1n n1y table bOoks of rPference in \Vhich I 
harl quotations marked. The books on this 
table belong to the Presi-dent, and thev are 
not to be moYed from this table. The1:e are 
other workl of reference on the table for the 
me uf hon. members. (Hear, hear!) 

*.Hoes-. C. F. 1\IELSO::\': T have tried to 
d1scoyer \vheth':~r there is fU!Y hun1orous 
side to this debate, but it does not .appear 
to have appe'ded to hon. members in that 
light, as it has appealed to me. I think 
the Secretary for :Mines has got back to the 
old days of stonewalling. He has .assured 
11s that he was not stonewalling. He has 
also' assured us that it was never intended 
to haw. ~ll night sitting~, and he is per­
fect!;~· wilhng, as he has been in the past. to 
b0 reasonable at all times. The Hon. ::\lr. 
Hall has assured us that the motion "as not 
moved for the purpose of preventino- busi­
ness being· done. Generally speaking there 
have been a lot of mutual assurances be­
tweelC' the Minister and the Ban. Mr. Hall, 
and It appears to me that both of them. to a 
great extent,. are bei'ting_ the air. Appar­
ently there. IS nothmg. m dispute except 
mutual feeh?gs, for which each assures the 
?ther there IS no foundation. 'Cntil I came 
mto the Chamber this afternoon I had not 
even read the motion, but it occurred to me 
that this is not a subject upon which this 
House or any other sensibl8 bodv of men 
should com~encE> a stonewall 'and talk 
from now hll Doomsday, or as Ion'l' as 
breath lasts, for. the purpose of _testing the 
strength of pa~·ties. Of course, If we have 

to spend the night here. there are 
[8 p.m.] a':y amoupt_ of m~ans of doing it 

without s1ttmg here and listening 
t? !he speeches. We ha\·e had an all-night 
~Itbncr before. I !hink I fought the Bible 
1n Statl• Schools Bill for .a whole nio-ht mv­
self. but you often g-et a wmvser-lik;' idea:_ 
that is. a one-eyed notion about things. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORCS': Is a wowser 
one-eyed? 

Hox. C. F. NIELSON: The word was 
first applied to an American officer, who was 
one-e_ved. and who was regarded as nwntallv 
one-s1dcd, and \vhose nan1e \vas \Yowse. 
However, we often get c.nc-e,·ed ideas, 
:md do not look all round the subject 
as we ought to do. It occurs to me that 
there is not very much to ar"ue about 
in this matter. The question i~ whAth01· 
ther<> should be any limit to the hours of 
sittin~. just as we have to the days of 

[Hrm. A . .J . .Jones. 

sitting. The Hon. :\Ir. Hall proposes that 
the hours of sitting should ·be from 3.30 p.m. 
till 9 p.m. 

Hon. \Y. J. RronD.ICS': One man can talk 
a!l the time. 

Hox. C. F. XIELSOX: I do not know 
whether he could or not, as I haYe ne· .'r 
tri<>cl it. and am not going to try it. The 
1-1inister proposes that a "' re"1sonable hour" 
should 11<' fixed. Fo!' some timP during the 
earl;~· part of his speech he refused to pin 
hin1self do,vn to a '' reasonable tinH?." hut 
as I gathered frmn his I~ter re~narks his 
idea of a reasonable hour is half-past lG 
p.m. 

Hon. A. G. C. HA\'.'THOR~: He would nnt 
say so, though. 

Hox. C. F. 1\IELSOX: If hon. memb"rs 
will ref0r to the motion thev ,-ill see that 
it savs "unle~~ other\vise o~·clPrecl." That 
means that, if the hour is fixed at 9 n'clock 
or half-past 10 o'clock, tllE' House \vi!! rise 
at that hour "unless otherwise ordered." 
The :\Iinister has often suggested to hon. 
nwmbers that thev should wait a little' ]ongf'r 
When there \Vas a necessitY to do SO, and his 
rc•quest has nPW'r been r0fuserl. ThereforP, 
if the hour for adjoumment i-; fixPrl nt 9 
o'clock or half-past i.O o'clock. and the :\Iin­
ist<:'r secs that .hour is approaching but d<>­
sires to sit a Iittlf' Ion~er in order to finish 
some business. hP has onlv to mm·e that rhe 
House do not adjourn nt the hour speci­
fit>d and give his rc1sons for the n1otion, and 
the HousP \vill arced<' to his request. The 
~Iinieter ha~ told us bv "·ord of mouth. end 
has shown bv hie attitude in the past, that 
he is alwaYs d,,sirous of meeting the con­
vPni~nce of hon. nu~n1bers ~Tithin n 1son. 
If there is anv necessitv to have an hour 
fixed, I would. suggest as a comnromise in 
the matter that in--.tf'ad of maki.ng it 8.45-
p.m. 1H' should make it 9.45 p.m. Then 
'Yhf'n that hour h~s lHlss.ed an:v 1ntn1b0r r..1n 
f!'<'t up and move the adjournment of the 
House, or if the House is in Committee 
move the Chairman ont of the chair, Rnd 
thP sense of thP majority will decide. what 
is reasonable. I am sure that there Is not 
a member in the House who would not 
oblig0 the Minister hy keeping the Houee 
for another half-ham· or even an honr if 
tlw occasion demanded it. The compromise 
I havf' sngf!'ested would g-et ovc>r all rhe 
imaginarv difficulti<·s \H' haYe heard this 
afternom{ from both side' in reg·ard to this 
question. It is no use to say' that it is 
illogical or improp<'r to fix the hour when 
the sitting should close. \Ve flx the hour· 
for thf' l1e·cinning of the sitting. <tnd we may 
jmt as ]o,icall;~· fix the hour for closing the 
sitting. As to the suggestion that \YP should' 
meet (·ulier in the aftf'rnoon. we have to 
remember that the ::\linister has his aclmin­
istrative dutie~ to perform. Those \Yho have 
occasion to call on the ::\linister for :\lines, as 
I have n•ry often to do, know perfectly well 
that his time is fully occupied, and that fre­
quently he has to administer some oth~r· 
department as well as his own, so that 1t 
mig-ht be very inconvenient for him t? at­
tend the House at an earlier hour. It IS nO< 
good saying rhat in proposing to fix the 
hour for adjournment we are starting the· 
"go slow" policy or any other policy. That 
does not prevent us from laying it down i_n 
the Sessional Orders that we can only sit. 
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on Tu~sdays, \V ednesdays, and Thursdays. 
\Y0 cannot meet 'on a Fridav, unless it is 
ot hcrwis0 ordered. · 

Hon. R. BEDFORD : '\Vhat chance \Yould 
thcro be of our side getting a Sessional 
Order to sit on Fridays? 

Ho~. C. F. :\IELSON: It has been 
custo1nary to agree to Fridav as a sittinO' 
da~· \v!wn th0 ::\Iinister has suggested it, and 
therf' 1s n? reas~nl to suppose that a request 
of that kmd will be refust>d in the future. 
Possibly, one of. the conseq'-!ences of fixin[\' 
the hour for adJournment will be a curtail· 
ment of SPP(>Ches.. \~" e have all, I hope, a 
d0ccnt sportmg mstmct and nobodv will 
want to monopolise ali the time bv his 
speech; he will recognise that other 'mem­
bPrs wish to say something, and the natural 
rc.sult w!ll lw _that he will curtail his speech. 
\\ o often obhp;e each other. Last night I 
ha~ to y:o to sec a gentleman off on the 
mail tram, and I had no difficult> in "'etti rw 
another ho!L nH?~ber to give ine ; pai1~ 
~\Jl these httle kmdnesses and civilities <'X­
Ist among t_ts, and I believe that the pro­
pos<'cl curta1lnwnt of the hours of sitting 
w·1ll have t!1P pffert of curtailing spccchPs. 
::\Icmbt'rs will then recognise that thev will 
have to. g<'t. up thoir speeches better and to 
put their news more succinctlv and shortlv 
before the House. so as to allow other hon. 
members .an opportunity to speak. But 
after all. If the thmg does not work, it can 
be altered, If 'Y" find that the curtailment 
of hot:rs IS an Impediment to the progre"S 
of busnwss .. I honestly beliE-ve that the Hon. 
:Mr. Hall h:msclf would be the first to agree 
to a reversiOn to the existing practice. 

Hon. T. 11. HALL: Hear, hear ! 

Hon. R. BED~ORD: We are told that the 
r<;ason the mohon was moved was because 
ot a rumour, which has not been confirmed. 

Ho~. t;. F. KI~LSO:\': Whether the 
rum<_mr IS a s~fficiently good reason for 
monng tho motion or not, there can be no 
doubt ~hat the rumour was circulated. be­
cause It was talked about in the lobbies. 
Howe,:cr, I make. the suggestion that the 
hour m the mohon should be altered to 
9.45 p. m .. and that the words " unless other­
;nse _ordered" sho_uld be retained, thus ]eav­
mg It _to the Mmister, when occasion de­
ma:1ds It, to arrange with the House to sit 
a httlc later. 

Hon. \V. H. CA}!PBELL: Do all the Bunda­
berg and Korthc-rn men agree with you 
in that? 

Hox. C. F. :\IELSO:\': I do not know: I 
have l_lOt asked anyone about it, with this 
cxrepli?n-that. after I wrote down mv 
sugfiestwn. I a~kcd hon. gentlomen 'vho wer"e 
takmg a leadmg j)art in the motion and 
they looked kind!,· on my mggestion: and 
~ understand the ::Yiinister looked kindlv on 
It. As far as the ::\'orthern m0mbcrs are-con­
ct·~·ncd. the ~Iinistcr ga Ye us an a~~urance 
this afternoon that the sittings on Thur.sdav 
would not be prolonged so as to prever1t 
tho~c hon. gen!-lemen from catching their 
tram, and that IS sufficient for me. I would 
urge thosE' hon. gentlemen who feel keenlv 
Oh t_his ;notion to consider whether my sug­
gestion IS a reasonable compromise or not. 

Ho~. T. l\'EVITT: I am sorrv that the 
mover of . the motion has not adopted 
the suggestiOn of the ~Iinister to withdra,w 

it. If this motion is canied it means that if 
1ve sit four days a \Ycck, \Ye can onl v sit 
twelve hours a '\veek, ''except othel'\Yise 
o_rderod." That means that the rcprc,cnta­
nve of the Government has to come cap in 
hand and ask hon. gentlemen as to whether 
he shall be allowed to conduct the btFine5s. 
of ~he country. This House is in a, unique 
position. It is a question whether mch a 
position ever existed before, where a Go­
vernment is in power but the majoritv of 
members in the Chamber are Opposition 
member-. The Government has been in 
power two and a-half years, and there has 
been no necessity for a motion of this kind· 
hut as soon as there is an addition of ne\~ 
members of the same political thouo-ht as the 
::\Iinister this motion is brought" forward. 
In_ n'? true democracy can you uphold the 
prmcip]e that the Opposition should be in a 
position to take the business of the country 
out of the hands of the Government. I once 
more appeal to the Hon. Mr. Hall to accept 
the offer made by the Minister. The Minister 
says he is prepared to sec that we shall not 
sit unduly in this Chamber aftBr a, reason­
able hour. There are occasions when it may 
be nPcessary to sit later than 8.45 p.m. On 
many occasions an Appropriation Bill ha.s 
not come from the other Chamber before 
that hour. I am satisfied that, if hon. gentle­
men opposite were in a similar position to 
what we are on this side, we would not hear 
of a proposal of this kind. The Hon. ::\Ir. 
Ha,ll took a greater length of time to read 
hi~ motion than in giving his reasons. He 
said that what had cau,ed him to brino- this 
:notion forward was something he had heard 
m the lobby of the Chamber. that in future 
we were going to keep some of th<> older 
me:nbere of the Council here for an all-night 
sittmg. If the hon. gentleman had given a 
little thought to the matter. he would have 
waited until he had a more substa,ntial reason 
for placing a motion like this on the paper. 
Hon. gentlemen have admitted that they 
have had no reason to complain of the atti­
tude of the :Minister, and that cuts away a,ny 
necessity there might otherwise be for a 
motion of this kind. 

_Hon. T .. ::>~. HALL: We a~e not dealing 
with the }hmstt'l'; we are qmte prepared to 
support him. \Ve want to know what his 
supporters are prepared to do. He may 
decide one thing, and you may deoide the 
other. 

Ho~. T. XEVITT: The hon. gentleman 
has known me for some time, a,nd I think 
I can claim to be a, reasonable-minded man. 

Hon. T. ::\1. HALL: Yes, I admit that. 

Ho~. T. :\EVITT: If at anv time the 
Minister had given the hon. gentleman any 
cause to alter his opinion that he is not a 
rca-"onablc-mindcd individual, I could have 
understood a motion of this kind being 
brought forward. The Hon. Mr. i\ielson, 
who has a lengthy experience in this Cham­
ber, also stated that he had never seen an 
unroasonable attitude adopted, with the ex­
ception of one occasion, when the Chamber 
took up an unreasona,ble attitude from his 
standpoint. People felt very stronglv on 
that particular matter, and were perfectly 
justified in using every method to prevent 
that particular measure being placed on the 
statute-book. When people are raised to such 
a pitch of excitement as they were then, no 
one ca,n object to them taking strong: 

Hon. T. Nevitt.] 
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measures. The Hon. Mr. Brentnall inter. 
jected that the present attitude of hon. 
gentlemen in this Chamber was approved 
by a great majority of the people of Queens· 
land on 5th May, but I am of a different 
Dpinion. The people did not say that this 
Dhamber is constituted in a wa.y that they 
believe in. They simply said that the second 
Chamber should remain in existence for the 
time being. They did not trouble themselves 
as to the personnel of the Chamber. In my 
opinion, a motion to provide a time limit 
for speeches would be more advisable than 
the prP~ent motion. I have sympathy with a 
time limit to speeches, but I have no sym­
pathy whatever with this motion. A time 
limit to speeches would give every member 
an opportunity of speaking on all subjects 
,_-hich come up in the Chamber. If we 
passed this motion what would be the result? 
I remember Mr. Lesina the hon. member for 
Clermont in the Legisl~tive Assembly at one 
thne. speaking for seven h<Jurs and a-quarter 
on one occasion, and he turned round to the 
Speaker and said hr• had 122 reasons to give 
·wln· the Government should be turned out of 
office. The guillotine then came down upon 
him. There is nothing in the Standing 
Orders, as far as I have been able to find, 
to prevent anyone from occupying the whole 
of the time that this motion would allow for 
a day's sitting. On those grounds I appeal 
to the Hon. Mr. Hall to show a spirit of 
sweet reasonableness and withdraw the 
motion. At a later period, if he has reason­
able grounds to introduce a motion for 
either curtailment of speeches or of hours of 
sitting, there is nothing to prevent him from 

ddoing so. I understand that the Premier has 
stated that in all probability the present ses-
sion will not last more than five or six weeks; 
but if this motion is passed and we only sit 
four days a week, I cannot understand how 
it is possible to get through the business com· 
ing from the other Chamber. 

Hon. W. H. CAMPBELL: It has been done 
before. \Ve always got through the business. 

HoN. T. NEVITT: Since the present Go­
vernment came into power there have been 
far more Bills thrown out here than ever 

·before in the history of this Chamber. It 
simply proves that the Government are in 
power in thr' popular Chamber by the will 
of the people, but that thev are not in 
power here; and hon. gentlemen in Opposi­
tion take the control of the business, and do 
as they feel inclined. 

Hon. W. H. CA)fPBELL: The country ap­
proYed of it. 

Hox. T. NEVITT: The countrv did not 
gi Ye an expression of opinion on that ques­
tion. 

Hon. W. H. CA:II:PBELL: They were satis­
fied. 

HoN. T. ::\'EVITT: The question was not 
in issue at all. The people were satisfied 

·that a second Chamber should remain in 
-exi8tence and that was all that the vote taken 

on 5th May affirmed. It is an 
[8.30 p.m.] impossibility for the business now 

on the pape!' in the other Cham­
ber, in addition to what is on our own busi­
ness-sheet, to be passed here in the few 

·hours per week that will be at our disposal 
if this motion is carried. 

Hon. \V. H. CAMPBELL: We have more 
·talking men no,v. 

[Hon .. T. Nevitt. 

HoN. T. NEVITT: What were we sent 
here for'' Prior to a week or ten da:·s ago 
the ::VIinister was practically single-handed 
in this Chamber. 

Hon. B. FAI!EY: He got well assisted. 

HoN. T. NEVITT: I grant that hon. mem­
bers gave the Minister a considerable amount 
of assistance, but they also gave him a con­
siderable amount of opposition. On more 
than one occasion they took the business 
out of his hands. On more than one occa­
sion they refused tD give him a quorum. 

Hon. B. FAHEY: That only occurred once, 
and he had no business to put before us that 
day. 

HoN. T. ::\'EVITT: Hon. members never 
carne to the Chamber to see whether there 
was any busine··S or oth,,r,vise. Although I 
did not' see the business-paper on the occasion 
referred to, I am satisfied that no Goverl_l­
ment representative would ever come to this 
Chamber with a blank business-slwet. 

Hon. B. FAHEY: \Vhen the House met 
there W<ls no business to be done. It came 
afterwards, though. 

HoN. T. NEVITT: If the GoYernm<'nt had 
attempted to intBrfere with private n1embers' 
day I wonder what Kind of a hue and cry 
wo~ld have been raised by hon. members 
opposite. Tm\ ctrds the close of the sessio:r 
it is absolutely essential for Government busi­
ness to take precedence every day; but, 
although we are now well on to the end of 
the session, the Gove.rnment have not at­
tempted to do that. Yet we find hon. mem­
bers opposite trying to take the bu.siness out 
of the hands of the Government m such a 
manner that it is impossible for the business 
alreadv on the paper to be put through if 
the session is to close by the end of Novem­
ber and I understand there is a desire to 
clo;e the session bv the middle of i\Tovember. 
If this motion is ·carried there is no likeli­
hood of that taking place. 

Hon. W. H. CAMPBELL: Not unless you 
curtail your speeches. 

HoN. T. NEVITT: I suppose we s)lould 
sit still and allow hon. members opposite to 
use their majority and outvote us every 
time. If this motion had not been put on 
the business-paper we cou]d have done a 
considerable amount of busmess to-day. 

Hon. W. H. CA:II:PBF.LL: Why didn't you 
pass the motion? \Ve could have done all 
the business by this time. 

Hox. T. NEVITT: The Opposition want 
to conduct the business in their own way. ~s 
it democratic or reasonable for an Opposi­
tion to control Government business just as 
ther think fit? 

Hon. R. BEDFORD: They want to control 
it in their absence. 

Ho;,;. T. ::'\EVITT: That would b~ t.he 
effect of this motion. They have a ~naJonty 
which would enable them to remam away 
with impunity. All th~y would have to do, 
if this motion were 0arned, would be to keep 
about one h:l.!f of their number in the Cham­
ber and then theY could still outvote the 
members sitting on this side e.very time. I 
am prepared to take my seat. an~ let !he 
busine>S of the country pro0eed If th1s motion 
is withdrawn. Hon. memLers have fre­
quently said that the Labour party have no 
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thought for the primary producer. 'l'wo of 
the first items of Government business on the 
paper are of vital importance to thG primary 
producer. They could have been passed to­
day but for this motion. 

Hon. W. H. CAMPBELL: Who blocked them? 

Ho:>r. T. NEVITT: This motion blocked 
them. 

Hon. \V. H. CAMPBELL : Your chief blocked 
them with his two and a-half hours' stone­
walling speech. 

'fhe PRESIDENT: Order ! 

Ho:>r. T. NEVIT'f: Frequently we have 
been twitted with having no concern with 
the primary producer. yet the Farm Pro­
duce Agents Bill and the State Produce 
Agency Bill, could have been put through 
their Committee stages to-day, and they 
would have enabled thC' primary producer to 
get a much better price for. his product. and 
on the other hand would have enabled the 
consumer to get his food for considerably 
less than he• has to pay for it now. The 
Hon. J\lr. Fowlc•s said this afternoon that we 
coul-d clear the business-sheet by 9 o'clock. 

Hon. \V. H. CAMPBELL: So we could­
easily. 

Ho:>r. T. NEVITT: Had that been done, 
hon. members would have done something 
that they have never done before, particu­
larly having regard to the class of measures 
that appear on the business-paper. I 
wonder whether they would have passed the 
Valuation of Land Bill, in addition to the 
two Bills I have already referred to, or the 
Regulation of Sugar Cane Prices Act Amend­
ment Bill. · 

Hon. W. H. C.n:rPBELL: Very likely. We 
g_et through business very quickly here some­
tunes. 

HoN. T NEVITT: Now the hon. member 
is trimming. A while ago he said that the 
business-paper would have been cleared. 
Now, he says. "Very likely." 

Hon. \V. H. C,mPBELL: I cannot sav what 
opposition you would have given the1n 

Ho:>r. T. );[EVITT: Are these measures 
ones that we on this side would have been 
likely to oppose? \Ve can only judge of 
the attitude of hon. members in the future 
by what they have done in the past. and my 
experience has been that rarely have the 
Government introduced a Bill that hon. mem­
bers opposite have not sifted from stem to 
stern. and on no occasion did they omit, in 
the cas<> of Bills which had for thei1· object 
the welfare of the majority of the people of 
Queensland, to oppose them with all their 
powe1·. I have a few quotations from -a 
speech delivered on a previous occasion by 
a very eminent ge-ntleman ·who is at present 
occupying a seat in this Chamber. It was 
proposed on one occasion that a time limit 
should be placed. on speeches, and among 
th~ arguments used against the proposal was 
this-

"I sav there has been no waste of 
time, and there never was an occasion 
when there -was any need for such "' 
motion as the present." 

The motion now before the Council is far 
more drastic than a time limit on speeches, 
becaus" the effect of this motion will be to 
restrict the time during which the whole 
business of the country will have to he con· 
ducted in this Chamber to twelve or fourteen 

hours per week. I certainly would not 
oppose a motion for placing a time limit on 
speeches, and I would be prepared to support 
the appointment of a committee to revise 
our Standing Orders in that direction. 
Further on the hon. member said-

"I think it is a serious question. 
whether long speeches are not a good 
thing." 

Evidently that same hon. gentleman, by his 
attitude this afternoon. did not consider the, 
11inister's speech was ·reasonable, though he 
could then quite conceive of circumstances­
arising when a man might consider it neces­
sary to speak for four or five hours. The 
hon. gent! em, n is supporting this motion be­
cause he now occupies "' different position to· 
thrrt which he occupied when he gave expres­
sion to the views I have quoted. Kow that 
the party with which he is associated is in 
Opposition he is quite prepared to alter 
th~ Se sional Orders to suit the convenience· 
of his friends and himself. He further s;>.id-

" It seems to me the more we talk the 
less harm we do." 

I do not know what he wished to convey 
by that. unless it was that the longer he· 
kept talking the less opportunity the Govern­
ment would have of passing legislation. That 
is the only inference I can draw from the 
statement of the hon. gentlem:m, and that is 
exactly the motive which has prompted the­
hon. member who has submitted this motion, 
and which has prompted the hon. gentlemen 
behind him tn support it. Later on he said-

" In !IO State in Australia has any 
attempt been made to pass a motion of 
this kind." 

That was a motion for the curtailment of 
speeches. I believe that was true at that 
time, except with regard to New Zealand, 
where a time limit was imposed on speakers, 
or Parliament was considering the ad.-isa­
bility of fixing a time limit. That hon. 
gentleman is now supporting a thing which 
at that time he strained every effort to pre­
Yent being made a Standing Order. The hon. 
member further said that the onus lav with 
the member who moved the motion to show 
that the Standing Orders were not working 
.as well as thev should do. The hon. mem­
ber who brought forward this motion has 
not given one solitary reason why it should 
be passed, and no reason has been gi.-en by 
the other hon. gentlemen who have spoken. 
Further on, the hon. gentlem.an said-

" It is quite possible that in the early 
future a condition of things may exist 
in which it may be necessary to maintain 
the principle of the liberty of the sub­
ject at length." 

Yet the same hon. gentleman would curtail 
the privileges of members on both sides in 
this Chamber. That is a strong argument 
why the motion should not be passed. I 
sincerely hope that when I resume my seat 
some member opposite will try to give some 
lorrica] reason whv the motion should be 
passed. If such a ~·eason is given, then it is 
quite possible that we on this side may sup­
port the motion. The hon. member went on 
to say that if a time limit were placed on 
speeches it might operate injuriously. I have 
already pointed out that this motion would 
operate very injuriously, because a member 

Hon. T. Nevitt.] 
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could occupy the whole of a sitting without 
a great deal of effort, especially in the 
debate on the Address in Replv, and in dis. 
cussion of other matters where· a good deal 
of scope is allowed. \Ve onlv sit three davs 
a week. and, as I have said, it would requi~·e 
very little effort for one member to occupv 
the whole of a sitting, so that the debate on 
the Address in Reply could be kept going 
for three months without any trouble. That 
is one of the ways in which this motion mav 
act injuriously. I ask hon. members oppo­
site to exercise a little of the spirit of sweet 
reasonableness, and allow the Standing 
Orders to remain as thev are. If at some 
future time thev see that there is anv occa­
sion to do so, "thev can reduce the "length 
of the sittings. The hon. member from 
whom I have quoted further said-

" It is a gross interference with the 
liberties and prh·ileges of members of 
this democratic Chamber." 

I haw heard it said by that hon. gentleman 
that this was a democratic Chamber in the 
past. If it W<tS, it will cease to be a demo­
cratic Chamber if we pass this motion. Hon. 
members opposite, in one breath. sav thev 
are true democrats. and in the next ·breath 
they seek to cuytail the liberties and privi­
leges that have been enjoyed by members of 
this House since it came into existence. I 
noticG that the hon. member from whose 
speech I have quoted is looking round to see 
if he can find any democra.ts here. 

Hon. P. J. LEAIIY: Of \vhom are '\'OU 

speaking? • 

Ho,;. 'I'. NEVIT'l': I ·do not mind sa'\'ing 
that I am spNtking of the hon. gentleman, 
and that I have quoted the opinions to which 
he gave expre~'· ion on a previous occasion. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: On what occasion? 

Hox. T. NEVI'l''l': Ne,·e1· mind that. I can 
give the occasion and -date if necessary. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: Those remarks would 
not apply to this motion. 

Ho:-<. T. NEVI'l'T: The motion the hon. 
gentleman was then speaking on was a 
motion for the curtailment of speeches. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: \V asn't it a motion for 
the curtailment of private members' day? 

Hox. T. NEVIT'l': Xo; it was a motion 
for the curtailment of speeches. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: That is not this motion. 
HoN. 'I'. NEVI'l''l': No; this motion is 

much more drastic, .and if it is passed there 
will be nothing to prevent an hon. U:ember 
occupying the whole of the sitting if he has 
the physical power to enable him to do so. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: His mental nowers do 
not count? · 

HoN. T. NEVI'I'l': He must have a cer­
tain mental faculty if he is able to speak 
for four or five hours. and I say that, if he 
has th~ J?hysiool power, he can occupy a 
whole srttmg. The hon. gentleman has occu­
pied that length of time on more than one 
Dc-easion. ., 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: Never. 

Hon. T. M. HALL: You cannot restrict 
speeches, as each member can get up and 
move an ·amendment, and thus keep the 
House going for days. 

HoN. T. NEVI'l'T: The hon. member is 
oright in saying that we cannot restrict 

[Hon. T. Nevitt. 

speeches, but there i~ a method bv which 
the present Standing Orders can be amended 
so as to impose a time limit on ·speeches, 
and I believe I speak for hon. me m hers on 
this side of the House when I say that they 
would be prepared to place a· reasonable 
time limit on speeches. But this proposal 
is far more ~lrastic, as. if pas>"cd, it will take 
the business out of the hands of the Govern· 
ment, will c·urtail liberty of speech. <J.nd will 
interfere with our liberties and privile,~·es as 
members. Those fire three very serious 
reasons why we should not agree to the 
motion. Another hon. gentleman who occu­
pied a very responsible pmition in the politi­
cal life of this countrv, when the time limit 
of speeches was inti·oduced in the other 
Chamber. said. "It was a very crude method 
to adopt." If a time limit for speeches is 
a crude method. how much more crude is 
the method proposed in this motion? ·when 
the Commonwealth Pocvers (\Var) Bill was 
before this Chamber. what \Vas the attitude 
aclo,,ted b" hon. members opposite? The 
Con;momn:alth Government at that time 
stated that they were going to take a 
rderondnm. The Premiers oi thE' different 
States in Australia met in conference, and 
exJwe~8ocl the opinion that there was no 
neoessih to take a referendum at that time. 
and those gentlemen. \vho included the 
presE'nt Premier of Queensland. pledged their 
rt~snective Governn1ents to introdnr:\ e.. 
n1e~sure confPrring certain po\vers on the 
Commonwealth Governm<>nt. This would 
have pr<>vented the taking of a referendum, 
and would have saved a considerable amount 
of monev. That Bill was passed in the other 
Chambe;· without a great deal of trouble. 
There was c·'rtainly a ~little opposition to the 
Inea3u!·e on the part of a fe\V me1n bers o£ 
th<> Opposition: but. speaking generally. the 
Bill passed with only a reasonable amount 

of comment. But ,,-hat happened 
[9 p.m.] wh<>n it came to this Chambe1:? 

The Premic'r had pledged lns 
Governnwnt. and every other Premi<>r in 
Australia had done the same thing, and. I 
think everv other StatP ha·d passed the Brll 
with the exception of Queensland. Amongst 
the items which it was suggested shonld be 
handed over to the Federal GO\·ernment were 
the questions of employment and unom:lloy­
ment. \Vhat attitude did hon. gentlemen 
take up with regard to that measure? They 
not onlv discredited the present Government 
lw not" endorsino- what the Premier had 
pi·omised, in oo';,junction with the other 
State Premiers. but they brought forward all 
kinds of r0asons why the Council should not 
1,ass the Bill. If the Fe·deral GoYernm~nt 
had been invested with these po>;:ers durmg 
the last thr•'e months of industnal trouble 
we have had. they would have been able to 
deal with mattNs in a proper manner. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: There was only one 
State in Australia that passed the Common· 
wealth Powers (War) BilL Your figures are 
altogether "\Vrong. 

HoN. 'I'. KEVI'l''l': At the time the J?ill 
was introduced into this Chamber, I thn~k 
the Premier said ~hat it was under way m 
eYerv other State of Australia. The Premiers 
had· pledged their word that the;v: would 
carrv the Bill through. At that time the 
GoYernments in power in the other States 
were in power in both Houses. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: They did not carry the 
Bill-that is alL 
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HoN. T. :\EVITT: The Premier of this 
'Stat-e was therefore justified in stating what 
'he did, and this Chamber had no legal 
reason for throwing the Bill out. I hope 
that hon. members opposite wiJI seriously 
consider the advisability of withdrawing this 
motion, because the ~1inister has said that 
he is prepared to adjourn at any reasonable 
hour. I heard the Minister sav that he 
thought 10.30 was a reasonable ho.ur; and a 
number of hon. gentlemen have already 
stated. bv interjection. that. if the Minister 
pledges 'his word, they are prepared to 
accept it. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: Will the ::\linister 
pledge his word that he \vill be c.>tisfied to 
adjourn at 10.30? 

Hox. T. NEVITT: I cannot pledge the 
Minister myse !f, but he said he considered 
10.30 would be a reasonable time to adjourn. 
There may be opecial occasions when it may 
be necessary to sit a litHe longer. \Ye may 
not get an Appropriation Bill from the other 
Chamber till 9 or 10 o'clock in the eyening, 
and under those conditions 10.30 would not 
be a reasonable hour. If hon. members 
would inten-iew the Minister. I think there 
would be nothing in the \vay of our coming 
to an amicable nrdngement. \Ye should 
approach the eom;ideration of these questions 
in a fair and impartial spirit. There is room 
to die~gree Ycithout falling out. Some of 
my best friends han' been my political op­
ponents. This motion \Yill not haYe a tenrl­
ency to promote the happ:- feeling which 
should exist. I ap1wal to hon. gentlemen 
to see ·whether we cannot co1ne to some 
;;<rrangen1ent. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: See your leader on the 
matter. 

Hox. 'I'. ?\EVITT: I. will see what can 
be done. and ,·hethcr a sp1nt of sweet 
reasonableness is likely to pre\·ail. 

Hox. R. BEDFORD: I hav-e here a small 
ton1e \Vritten by a gentl0-n1an na1ned " ::\Iay.'' 
He is no relation c:.f Phi! ::\Iav-, and his 
literary style is not much, but he is a clear 
writer. Before dealing with the motion, I 
am thoroughly satisfied that the other side 
of the House is bound to be as reasonable 
as we hav-e always been. I am quite sure 
that they hav-e learnt by the reasonableness 
of the men recently appointed to this Council 
how sweet reasouableness can be. The Hon. 
Mr. Hall has a perfect right to move any 
motion he pleases. His motion was a plea 
for short hours in the summer. \Ye had not 
thE' slightest intention of doing anything 
attributed to us of the natnre of the state­
ment which formed the basis for this motion. 
It was· a mE' re rumour-probablv idle talk. 
The party which l am associated with is 
not responsible for any attempt to extend 
the sittings of the House for the inhuman 
purpose of doing anything to hon. gentle­
men such as has been rumour,;d. I did not 
accept appointment here to become an ob­
struction to others. but because I believed 
that newer men were necessary for the 
democratisation of this House to the stan­
dards of the Government now ruling in this 
countrv. The whole question is largelv one 
in the direction of taking the business of 
the House out of the hands of the Govern­
ment-to obtain an automatic majority in the 
absence of hon. gentlemen opposite. Before 
we came to the House the Government 

were left without a quorum seven times. 
\Ye were appointed to this House to 
.advise upon and discuss legislation. Taking 
the words of the Holy \Vrit of my commis­
sion-because it comes with the force of 
a tremendous tradition behind it-I am sent 
here " to consent to and advise on laws made 
for the well-being and peace of the com­
munity," but I am not sent here to obstruct 
or to abolish. The people are the only 
persons who can abolish. So far as the 
Council is concerned, I am thoroughly satis­
fied that the double Chamber system of 
legislation is a sun-h-a! of times we have 
long outgrown. and that this Chamber-if 
it should exist at all-is a Chamber which 
should exist and be p]ccted on the basis of 
the Senate franchise. In coming to this 
Chamber I did not come as a welcome guest 
-I have been shown two or three times lately 
that I am not a welcome guest-but rather 
as one of the wardsmen who is going to 
help to put the screen round the b,;d of the 
dying, and then telephone for the under­
taker. But although " I come to bury 
C1esar, not to praise him," I intend to give 
orders that the funeral shall not happen until 
the people order it by referendum. 

Hon. P. J. LE.\HY: \Vhy don't you put 
the quotation in the proper way 1 

Hox. R. BEDFORD: The hon. member is 
very strong· on quotations, but quotations 
have their lin1its; scrnetimes a n1an n1ust 
be almost original. As to the position in 
regard to this House and my appearance 
here. and the rather impertinent objections 
which were made to my e1ppointment here--

Hon. T. M. HALL: By the " Standard !" 

Hox. R. BEDFORD: Yes-naughty boys, 
of cour"c. I do ll'Jt mind that-that is the 
game. The Hon. Mr. Brentnall was almost 
petulant. r;ot onlv in this House but in 
public print. because I. with twelve other 
disciples of the trnth. had come to this place 
to modernise its thought and to make it 
almost indicatiYe of the twentieth centurv. 
\Ye excuse the Hon. Mr. Brentnall a great 
deal owin'g to his a.dnmced age, but he has 
no right to be IJC'tulant; in point of fact, 
he is disloyal in being petulant at the ap­
pointment of a mun who is appointed by the 
"Lord's Anointed" by proxy. If there is 
one mun whoee strong suit is loyalty. it is 
myself : .a.nd I am really surpris,;d and 
grieved, almost to the point of tears, .at the 
idea that anybody could be so disloyal and 
Eo pro-Boer, so pro-German, as to question 
the appointmPnt of a man who, after all, 
has only had one religion in his life politi­
cally. and that is Australia. The Hon. Mr. 
Thynne. in speaking on the Requisition of 
Ships Bill last night, very appositely talked 
on the question of conscription, which had 
a. g-re.at deal to do with the matter-I don't 
think; and he ale., wa' annoyed enough to 
say that I hav-e been appointed here because 
I happened to drive a pen, or for some 
reason of that wrt. I am sure hon. members 
will believe me when I say that my pen has 
never been prostituted or sold for any 
political purpose: that it has never been 
used to write anything in which I did not 
believe; that I YO!untarily cut myself off 
from two newspapers during the cons~ription 
campaign, anc1 refused to write "conscrip­
tion," preferring to write "no-conscrintion" 
for nothing. And what I did in the wav of 
my profession shall be done in connection 

' Hon. R. Bedford.] 
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with every vote I give in this House. Rightly 
or wrongly, it will be cast according to my 
lights, though probablv not according to the 
liver of hon. members opposite. I am not 
going further in this matter if a withdrawal 
of the motion can be arranged on the 
assurance of the 1'Iinister that he will be, 
as he ha'l always been, reasonable. Every­
body must know that we cannot tie ohr­
selves to any particular time for rising. The 
Government cannot consent to bind them­
seh-es in that way. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR MI:«ES : So long as 
they do not bind us down to a minute I am 
willing to agree to what is reasonable. 

Ho!'<. R. BEDFORD: If the Hon. Mr. 
Hall will signify, by interjection, that he will 
meet the Minister in the matter I will quit 
right a•Yay. ' 

Hon. T. :l\1. HALL: I shall have to get the 
permission of the Council to withdraw my 
motion. But, so far as I am personally con­
cerned, if the Minister will give us an 
assurance that he considers half-past 10 a 
reasonable hour for this House to adjourn, I 
am quite willing to take his word. 

The SECRETARY FOR :\fr:«ES : I certainly do, 
but I do not want it to be retained in a 
verbal motion. 

Hon. T. M. HALL : It "·ill not be in the 
motion if the motion is withdrawn. 

The SECRETARY FOR ::\lrXES : \Yell, I am 
satisfied. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: Put it on re­
cord in "Hansard "-that is all we want. 

Hox. R. BEDFORD: If the motion is 
withdrawn, the House generally accepts the 
a<'iurance of the ::'v1inister that he will ad­
journ at a. reasonable time, commensurate 
,vith business, and that he thinks 10.30 a 
reasonable time. 

The SECRETARY FOR Mr:-...:s : At the close of 
the session it mav be reasonable to sit till 
11 o'clock, or till half-past 11, so that we 
shall not have to come back. 

HoN. R. BEDFORD: Well, do I quit? 
Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: Let the Minister 

give that assurance, and place it on record 
in "Hansard" that he does not want to 
keep us here till an unrea\onable hour, and 
that he thinks 10.30 a reasonable hour for 
adjourning. 

HoN. R. BEDFORD: On general prin­
ciples, commensurate with the Government 
business that is before the House at the 
time. You will not tie us down to any 
specified time. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: No; you simply 
sav that 10.30 is a reasonable time. 

Hon. W. STEPHEXS: \V ill vou break that 
every week ? • 

Hox. R. BEDFORD: Xo; we will do 
nothing but what is reasonable. 

Hon. W. STEPHENS : Let the 2\1inister say 
so. 

HoN. R. BEDFORD: The motion is based 
on a rumour which I can assure hon. mem­
bers is baseless so far as hon. members on 
this side are concerned. 

HONO"CRABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: We want it on 

record, so that, if there is any breach of the 
understanding, we will have an opportunity 
of bringing this motion forward again. 

[Hon. R. Bedford. 

The SECRETARY FOR ::\liNES: I presume the 
House will not take advantage of the Hon. 
::\Ir. Bedford if he resumes his seat to allow 
the Hon. 2\Ir. Hall to make a personal 
explanation? 

HOKO"CRABLE 2\1E)fBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Ho:>. T. ::Yl. HALL : I desire to assure the 
Secretary for ::Yiines that I have no desire to 
pin him down to a definite statement because 
fro!" my dealings with h!m, I am 'perfectly 
satisfied that h1s word 1s as good as his 
bond. On the distinct understanding that the 
Minister considers half-past 10 is a reason­
able hour for this House to adjourn, with, 
the permission of the Council I ask leave 
to withdraw the motion. ' 

Hon. R. BEDFORD: Commensurate with 
Government business, mark you. 

Hon. \V. STEPHENS: \Yhat does that mean? 
Hon. R. BEDFORD : You are trusting us­

that is all. 
Hox. T. 11. HALL: I take it the Minister 

does consider half-past 10 a reasonable hour 
to adjourn. The motion will be withdrawn 
absolutely, and we trust to his honour and 
the honour of the gentlemen sitting behind 
him to observe the understanding as nearly 
as possible. 

Hon. \V. J. RIORDAX: The ,h·ike is off. 
(Laughter.) 

The PRESIDEXT: Is it the wish of the 
Council that the motion be withdrawn? 

Hon. W. STEPHEXS: ::'\ot till the :\1inister 
gives an assurance. 

The PRESIDEXT: The :Minister can only 
speak with the permission of the Council. 

Hon. W. STEPHEXS: We will give him half 
an hour if he wishes. 

The SECRETARY FOR :\liNES: I will 
give an a''surance when the House is rising. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: So far as I am con­
cerned, there is no permission to withdraw 
the motion until an assurance is given. \Vhat 
is meant bv " commensurate with Govern­
ment busin8ss " ? 

An HoNO"CRABLE 11E)]BER: That means 
nothing. 

Hon. R. BEDFORD: All off? 

The PRESIDENT: Order! Is it the 
pleasure of the Council that the Minister be 
allowed to make an explanation? 

HoKO"CRABLE :\lEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

The SECRETARY FOR 1UNES: I was 
about three hours explaining to the Council 
that I am willing to be reasonable on behalf 
of the Government. I certainly consider, 
under ordinary circumstances, that half-past 
10 would be a reasonable hour for this House 
to adjourn. Is that sufficient? But the 
Government do not wish to be tied clown 
by a specific motion such as that moved by 
the Hon. Mr. Hall. I would point out that 
it may be necessary, towards the close of the 
session--

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: That is another matter. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: To meet 
the convenience of hon. members by asking 
them to stay here while we are completing 
the business of the session. 

Hon. \V. STEPHENS: We have never refused, 
you that yet. 

The SECRETARY FOR MI::-;[ES: I 
will give hon. members this assurance-that 
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the Government have no desire to have all­
night sitting;; in this Chamber or in any 
other Chamber, and that I consider half­
past 10 would be a reasonable hour to ad­
JOUrn. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: Before you sit down, 
will you make a clear, definite statement that 
the House will adjourn generally not later 
than 10.30? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Very 
often we will adjourn at 9.30. 

H6n. P. J. LEAHY: Will you make a clear, 
definite statement that we will adjourn not 
later than 10.30 every night, unless by con­
sent? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The 
hon. gentleman wants to get back to the 
motion. 

Hon. IV. STEPHEKS: No; we will take your 
word instead of the motion. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: It 
~a7 happen. that some hon. member opposite 
Is m the m1ddle of a second reading speech 
at 10.30, and I have no desire to curtail the 
remarks of any hon. member. I consider 
10.30 is a reasonable hour to adjourn, and 
hon. members will find that if the motion is 
withdrawn, I will not g~ back on that 
statement, and that there is no desire on the 
part of the Goverment to inconvenience hon. 
members. (Hear, hear !) 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: I do not wam to 
lose my right to speak, so I ask the hon. 
gentleman, by interjection, whether he will 
adjourn every night not later than 10.30? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: That 
is fixing the exact time, and I cannot do 
that. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: I reckon that is nothing. 

The PRESIDENT: Is it the wish of the 
Council that the motion be withdrawn? 

HO)l01:RABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
Hon. P. J. LEAHY: No. 
The PRESIDEJ'\;T: The " Contents" have 

it. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: I distinctlv said that I 
was opposed to the withdrawal of the motion 
and I understand that a motion can onlv b~ 
withdrawn by consent of every hon. member. 

Hon. T. M. HALL : I can promise the hon. 
gentleman_ that, if th~ undertaking is abused, 
I shall brmg the motiOn forward again. 

HoN01!RABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I 
can assure hon. m<>mbers that the'C will never 
have occasion to bring the motion forward 
again. 

The PRESIDENT: Have the negotiations 
failed? 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: I do not know exactlv 
but I made it perfectly clear a moment ag~ 
that I was not in favour of the withdrawal 
of the motion. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The 
Hon. Mr. Hall said that he will reintroduce 
the motion if there is any breach of the 

1917-6 T 

understanding. I can assure him that he 
will never find it necessary to do so by my 
breaking my word on behalf of the Govern­
ment. 

Hon. W. STEPHEXS: You would not do it 
personally. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: I only want your pro­
mise that we will adjourn not later than 
10.30. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Now, 
the hon. gentleman gets back to the old 
thing. He wants me to fix a definite time, 
which the Government cannot do. On many 
occasions we will adjourn at 8.30, or even' 
at 6 o'clock. It depends entirely on the 
business. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: Then is it under­
stood that, with the exception of the last 
three or four days at the close of the ses­
sion, we will adjourn not later than 10.30? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Prob­
ably some night at twenty minutes to 11 the 
hon. gentleman will jump up and accuse me 
of breaking my word. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: Not at all. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I 
want to be in a position to keep my word. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: I think, under the 
circumstances, I might withdraw my opposi­
tion. 

'The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Hon. 
gentlemen will find that I will stick to my 
part of the agreement. 

The PRESIDENT: Is it the pleasure of 
the Council that the motion be withdrawn? 

HONOURABLJJ ::\'IE:J:BERS: Hear, hear! 

The PRESIDENT : The motion is with­
drawn accordingly. 

AD,JOURNMENT. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: l 
beg to move-That the Council do now 
adjourn-another proof that we are reason­
able. The first business to-morrow will be 
the Farm Produce Agents Bill in Committee, 
then the State Produce Agency Bill in Com­
mittee, next the second reading of the Agri­
cultural Settlers' Relief Act Amendment Bill 
the second reading of the Rockhampton Har~ 
bour Board Ads Amendment Bill, and then 
the resumption of the second reading debate 
on the Valuation of Land Bill. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: What has be­
come of the Regulation of Sugar Cane 
Prices Act Amendment Bill? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: If 
time will permit, we will next take the 
second reading of the Regulation of Sugar 
Cane Prices Act Amendment Bill. I have 
delayed that Bill in accordance with a pro­
mise I made to hon. members representing 
the sugar industry in this Chamber, so that 
we might have the report of the auditor on 
the central sugar-mills and all the other 
reports necessary for the proper discus­
sion of the Bill. Now that these reports 
are ready, we can go on with the second 
reading of the Bill as soon as possible. 

Question put and passed. 

The Council adjourned at half-past 9 
o'clock 

Hon. A.. J. Jonu.] 




