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1774 Adjournment. [ASSEMBLY.] Questions. 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

THURSDAY, 11 OCTOBER, 1917. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. W. McCormack, Cairns) 
took the chair at half-past 3 o'clock. 

CLERl\IONT FLOOD RELIEF "CKDER
TAKING BILL. 

AssEliT. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of 
a mes''·age from His Excellency the Governor 
giving his assent to this Bill. 

PAPERS. 

The following paper "as laid on the 
table:-

Return to an Order relative to employees 
at Babinda State Hotel. made by the 
House, on motion of Mr. Petrie, on 
25th September last. 

The following paper, laid on the table, 
v. as ordered to be printed:-

Fifteenth annual report of the Commis
sioner of Taxes on income tax. 

QL"ESTIONS. 

BORES Ili Bt:RR1DI ELECTORATE. 

Colonel 
11inister 
Mines-

RANKIN (Burrum) asked 
representing the Secretary 

the 
for 

" 1. The propPi'ties (parish and number 
of portion) on which bores have been put 
down at Torbanlea. Burrum. and Howard 
during the past two and a-half years? 

" 2. The names of the owners of each 
property? 

" 3. The number of bores put down on 
each property and depth of each bore? 

" 4. The cost of each bore? 
" 5. The total expenditure incurred in 

connection with the boring carried out on 
each separate property? 

" 6. The amount contributed by the 
owners of each property towards the cost 
of such boring?" 

The PREMIER (Hon. T. J. Ryan, Bnrcoo) 
on behalf of the Secretarv for Mines, re-
plied- · 

" 1 to 6. Certain properties in the dis
tricts referred to by the hon. member 
have been under offer to the Government. 
The Mines Department has made borings 
with a view of ascertaining the value of 
the properties concerned, but boring 
operations have ceased for some time. 
Particulars as to the amount expended 
will be disclosed when the Mines Depart
ment Estimates are under discussion." 

STATE BcTCIIER'S SHOP AT \VYNNUM. 

Mr. PETRIE (Toombnl) asked the Secre
tary for Public Lands-

" 1. Is he a ware that meat for the 
State butcher's shop at Wynnum is being 
conveyed from the railway station there 
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to the shop by a licensed open cart, the 
said vehicle being used by the owner for 
carting all kinds of other material? 

" 2. If so, will he takco immediate steps 
to have this rectified and the manager of 
that shop made to conform with the 
regulations under the Health Acts as a 
precaution for the people who buy meat 
there, and in justice to the private but
chers who are made to do so under a 
penalty of a heavy fine?" 

The S·ECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. J. M. Hunter, Jiaranoa) replied-

" 1 and 2. Th,, hon. member for the 
·district. ::\1r. ::\1c1linn, reported the 
matter several days ago. also the Inspec
tor of Slaughter Houces reported the 
matter to tlw Supervisor of State Shops, 
who immediately gave instructions to 
han' the mea.t conveyed accorlling to 
regulations.'' 

E:cROUIE~T OF KcRSES A~D SOLDIERS AS 
ELECTORS. 

1Ir. ROBERTS (F:ast Toall'oomba) asked 
the Chief Secretary-

" \Yill he anange for all soldiers and 
nurees .,·ha ha n• reached twentv-one 
years of age tvhibt on military se1~vice. 
and who are absent from the State, to 
be enrolled as electors who mav be 
entitled to Yote at the next ensuing 
general election?" 

The PREMIER (Hon. T. J. Ryan, Barcoo) 
replied-

" This GoYenunent will take such steps 
to en-ure that all persons who are 
entitled to haYe their names placed on 
the electoral roll shall be erabled to 
vote.'' 

LIQllOR SoLD AT RAILWAY STATIO~S AFTER 
HocRS. 

1\Ir. ROBERTS asked the Secretarv for 
'Railways- · 

"1. Has he seen the statement as to 
liquor being on sale ·at the refreshment
rooms. Central Station, after 11 p.m. 
That a person wa~ refused a cup of tea 
ar.d eatables, being told that such was 
not supplied after 11 p.m.? 

"2. \Vill he see that the law as to 
snJe of liquor enforced against hotel 
proprietors shall apply to the railway 
refreshment-rooms in so far as they do 
not conflict with the travelling public?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
•(Hon. J. H. Coyne, 1Varreqo) replied-

" 1. Yes, and inquiry is bei'ng made. 
"2. Yes, this i's done. See paragraph 

2, clause 204, Liquor Act of 1912." 

CARGO ON s.s. "ALLINGA." 

Mr. ROBERTS asked the Chief Secretary
" 1. What was the general nature of 

the cargo sent North by th•: " Ailing a " 
on her last trip? 

" 2. Did it include foodstuffs? 
"3. \Vhat percentage of space or ton

nage was allotted to spirits, wine, and 
beer? 

" 4. What was the general character of 
the cargo left behind?" 

The PREIIIIER replied-
"1. To Townsville-For Railway De

partment, 1,413 tons coal, 17,000 feet 
timber, four refrigerating cars ; for 
Mount Elliott Limited (Cloncurry), 425 
tons coke. To Bowen-200 tons food
stuffs. 

"2. Ye.J. 

" 3. K o special space wa•· allotted : 
approximately, 4 tons. The space occu
pied was equa.l to 2 per cent. of the space 
reserved for Bowen cargo of foodstuffs. 

" 4. :!'\ o cargo was left behind." 
GOVER;s"ThiE~T 1:\!lE:liBERS: He:ll', hear! 

FINA~CIAL POSITJO;s" OF GOYER~:liENT ScGAR· 
MILLS. 

Mr. SWAYKE (Jiirani) asked thB Trea
surer-

" 1. \Yhat was the financial position, 
respectively, of the sugar-mills controlled 
bv the GoYcrmnent at the termination of 
tiie past season? 

" 2. r nder the existing arrangement 
are these mills to become the property of 
the ca.negrowers when their indebtedness 
to the State is paid off?" 

Hox. J. A. FIHELLY (P(/tfa:nqtm;), on 
behalf of the Trea'luer. replied-

" 1. The information ma,· be obtained 
from the annual report upon· Govern
ment central sugar-mill>. which will be 
laid upon the table so soon as it is 
ready." 

"2. Yes." 

::\1R. HEXRY'S VISIT TO Bc~DABERG. 

Mr. GrKN (rrn·wtn·nn). in the absence of 
Mr. Vowles (nalby), asked the Secretary for 
Agriculture and Stock-

" 1. By whose instnlC'tion~ v1a"- l\1r. 
Henry recently sent to Bunda berg? 

"2. What was the object of his Yisit? 
"3. \Yhat was the nature of the meet

i'ng attended bv ::\1r. Henrv at Bunda-
berg? · · 

"4. \V ill he lay upon the table of the 
House the report (if any) made by Mr. 
Henry. dealing with the above visit? 

" 5. If no written report was furnished 
bv Mr. Henry, will he explain to the 
House the na.ture of the verbal report 
made by Mr. Henry? 

"6. \Vho were the persons (if any) at 
whose request ]\'fr. Henry was sent to 
Bundaberg! 

"7. What representations were made 
in support of such request?" 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. \V. Lennon, Huber-t) replied-

" 1. By my instructi'ons. 
"2. To gi,·e assis1lance to the Depart-

ment of Justice. 
"3. No formal meeting was attended. 
"4. No written report was made. 
"5. No oral report was made, there 

being no need for a report to me. 
"6 and 7. See No. 2." 
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\V A YS A?\D :2\IEA?\S. 
RESL')IPTIOX OF CO)Dl!TTEE. 

(Jir. Butram, Jiarce, in the chair.) 

FIXAXCIAL STATE)IENT-RESL')IPTIOX OF DEBATE. 

Question (proposed new taxation, Yide page 
1404) stated-

:Ylr. STEVEXS (Rose:•·ootl): I "·ould like 
to say a fow word~ dealing with the Finan
cial Statement as submitted by the Trea~urer. 

The CHAIRMAX: Order! I have to 
inform the hor1. member that he lost his 
right to speak on this que.;tion by moYing 
the other mght that the• hon. me!Pber for 
1lirani be granted an extension of time. 

. Hr. STEVE:\'S: I ask that I might be 
allowed· to continue my speech to-day. 

The Cl:LUR:YIAX: Order !' The hon. mem
ber has forfeited his right to speak. 

:Cdr. WI::'\STANLEY (Que,nton): I have 
a few brief obserya.tions to make on the 
Financial Statement before it goes through. 
The hon. member for Rosewood mav have 
thought that he could speak to-dav "on the 
Financial Str.tement, but other hon. 'members 
k_new that he had forfeitPd his right. I haye 
h~tenccl 1Yith a good dcJ.l of interest to 
the speeches n,ade already on the Financial 
Statt ·nont. I have been long enough in this 
House to know that whatever the Govern
In::nt iE pow;::>r ·-:night do, it will never meet 
\nth the approval of the Opposition. Per
sonnll.v, I am not too pleased to see a deficit 
my·, lf. I know that \V hen there is a deficit 
!t does not please the Opposition, but eYen 
rf there 1s a surplus thEs blame the Govern
mem j!Ft t:1e s~me. Judging by the speeches 
nnde by members opposite, I a!n catisfied 
that they are the gre .. !tee' lot of calamity 
howler-; that one nn m<·et in a dav's march. 
Notwithstanding that the Governn1ent have 
done what no other Government haye 
attemptE•d to do in the interest of the State 
still \VG find members opposite are· dissatisfied 
a•1d none of the Government's actions meet 
with their approval. \Vhen their speeches come 
to be ccnal~-sed and summed up we find that 
th:.c say that the wages that are being ob
tamed at the pre',ent time are too high. Hon. 
members opposite do not s,ty that directlv 
and specificallv, but that is the onlv inference 
that can be d'rawn from their remarks-that 
people_ aTe getting too high wages and that 
the prrces that they are receiving for their 
products are too low for them. As a matter of 
fact. the prices w hi eh are being received at 
the presenc time are higher than have been 
recerved at any time in the existence of the 
Stat~. (Hear, hear !) That being the case, 
I thm\' . I_ have reason tD take exception to 
the crltiClf'lll that has been made. It is a 
well-knov·n fact that at the present time the 
prrmary_ products of this State are realising 
such prrces as have never been realised in 
the existence of the State. I do not suggest 
that any Government likes deficits but I am 
of opinion that thero are tim~s when a 
<leficit is not a, ba.d as some people micrht 
th_ink. Individuals in their private capa.;'ity 
wrll sometrmpc, face a dPficit with the idea 
of benefiting later on. \Yhile one is alwavs 
anxious to square accounts during the twel~-e 
;no_nths and to come out with a surplus, still 
rt rs bettpr t~ ~a ve a deficit and make i't up 
later on than rt rs to end the :vear with a small 
credit and cri pp le oneself in the future. It 
has always been laid down in this House that 

[.Mr. 8tevens. 

it is a good thing for the Government to 
spend money when things are slack outside. 
It is a mistake to curtail and circumscribe 
the operatiom of the Government when other 
people haYe to do the same thing. There
fore, a deficit is an infinitely better thing, 
di·~ag_reeablo though it mig·ht be fro1n so1ne 
standpoints, than a surplus obtained by re
ductions and retrenchment. \Ve remember 
::;on1e tin1c ago that the Liberal Governn1ent 
was in the same po6tion as this Government 
owin,. to the fact that a drought existed in 
the ~tate. They not only had deficits, but 
they brought about a system of retrenchment 
throughout the !eng·th and breadth of .the 
State. \Ve know that when the Go.-ernmcnt 
start retrenching their own employees it is 
followed by others in their private capacity . 
It is infinitely worse to bring about a lot 
of unemplo;·mpnt tha.n it is to face a deficit. 
:\Iy contention is that while I am not a lover 
of deficits, or a lover of extravagance, believ
ing that things should be carried on care
fullc-, it is better to face deficits and to 
keep people in employment receiving their 
\Yages than it is to r· ·trer.,:it a lot of men 
and turn some out of emplo:n.nent and by 
that means bring abont a state of affairs that 
is undesirable in the State. \Ye know that 
y·hr n retrenchment is resorted to the 
tradesneoplc suffer and that the merchants 
also "uffer. ar::d there is all-round stagnation 
and all-round suffering which is not e'>SY to 
oYercome. For that reason I certainlv think 
that the Governm,•ni, deserve comme]Jdation 
rather than condemnation. because, ~s a. 
result of their actiom, thei'r· own employelis 
have not been made· to gpecifically suffer 
because of the bad times through which we 
have passed. It ha.s been pointed ant on 
1norc than one occasion, th~t the pre'"'"::.nt 
deficit in Queensland is not unique. If the 
\Vhol0 of the States throughout th,• Common
wealth were not faced with deficits at the 
present time, perhaps it might be s:tid that 
the deficit in Queensland was the rr-sult of 
extravagance, but, as a matter of fact, the 
people who are supposed to be very careful 
and verv economical in the other States of 
the Co~monwealth find themselves in a 
similar position. And not only in the Com
monwealth. but throughout the whole civilised 
\\'oriel at the present time the people find 
themselves i'n the same position, and in some 
places in a much worse position than we are 
in at the present time. In that counection 
it certainlv does seem to me that there are 
no grounds for calamity-howling, or for 
crying down the country and trying to make 
it appear to outsiders that Queensland is a 
good place to keep awa.y from. When one 
comes to thi'nk that there has been a with
drawal of some 40,000 or 50,000 wealth
producers from the State, and that there 
has been a withdrawal of some millions of 
monev which would have been circulated in 
a vai·iety of directions in this State, bNt 
which has been used for war purposes instc;,d 
of in wealth-production, it is not to be 
wondered at that we find oursehes in the 
position we do. The wonder is that we are 
not feeling the position more keenly than we 
are at the present time. The probabilities 
are tll.at we have not felt the full effects at 
the present time. 

:Mr_ McRPHY: Xotwithstandi'ng all these 
men have left Queensland, we have had a 
larger revenue than ever. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: That is quite true, 
but, at the same time, we have had to do a 
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good deal more spending to obtain that 
1·evenue; and if those men had remained in 
Queensland, and other things had been 
normal, the revenue would probably have 
been greater than it has been, and the expen
diture probably would have been less. As I 
have already pointed out, if this wns the 
exception something might be said, but the 
other States have had increased revenues, but 
they have also had to increase their expendi
hue to obtain that revenue. We certainly 
say that is one of i.he things that has helped 
to bring about the ·deficit. Then, there has 
been a decrease in the number of stock, and 
while there has been an increase in the price 
which, to a very large extent, has made up 
for tJhe loss as far as the stockowners •are con
cerned, that increase has not compensated the 
Rail" ay Department. The decrease in the 
number of sheep and cattle has caused a 
neduction in the railw<1y revenue which has 
made it, instead of one of the paying con
cerns, one uf the biggest losing conce"ns of 
the State for the time being. Therefore, I 
certainly think there are good, substantial 
causes for the present firancial pos;.tion; but 
It does seem to me that, notwithstanding 
that fact, the position is not one to· cause 
despuir or to cause discouragement ill a 
country like Queensland, when we rememb<Jr 
its recuperative powers, and when we ~<now 
how qukkly in times gone by we have 
regained our posjtion. Then, it is a well
known fact that, as far as our railways are 
concerned, one of the things that has helped 
to put the railways in the position in which 
they are plueed at the present time is the fact 
that in times gone by a very large number of 
railways wnre under con-< ,·uction at the nne 
time, and, notwithstanding the fact that 
efforts have been made to complete those rail
"ays, thert' are still a numLer of them in thG 
position ll>at a large amount of money has 
been Pxpended on them and yet they are 
bringing little or nothing in, because' they 
have not. been cornp·e~ed up to a point that 
will make them revenue-producing. One of 
the eiivrt~ this Government has been making, 
and is still m<Lking, is to construct these lir:e.; 
to a point where they will be revenue
producing-where they will help to earn inte·r
est on the money that has been expended on 
them. Then, too, as the Commissioner points 
out, anoth_er reason for the present position is 
the abohtwn of the guarantee system, which 
means a loss of £200,000. When we remem
ber. that, to a very large extent, thc'e non
paymg railways that were guaranteed were 
for the most part built into agricultural dis
tricts represented by hon. members sitting 
oppositP, they should remember, at anv rate, 
that their constituents have benefited to that 
extent, and not only the Government. but 
the Commisr,ioner, too. is entitled to ·some 
commendation, if not some gratitude, for 
having relieved them of that bur-clen. I am 
satisfied that. with the seasons we are getting 
now, and ·with the increase in our live stock 
the time is not far distant when the rail: 
waYs will find sufficient tmffic to again place 
them on a revenue-producing hasis, and 
enable them to pay interest on the capital 
which has bncn c'qwnded upon them. As far 
as the c•-:Jployc ,.: the Railway Department 
rare .concerned, I th~nk th0y rcf'ogni,,e that 
the mcreased •.vagcs 1~ also OIW of the thin,-: 
that has helpPd te> put the GovE'rnment in the 
position of having a. deficit. For manv long 
years they were not getting what the~ ·wei".' 
entitled to. They were practically in Egyptian 
bondage under the Liberal Administration, 
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and they certainly expected, and had very 
good grounds for expecting, that when a 
Labour Government came into power they 
would get from under the slavery and 
get some better recognition for the work 
they were doing. They certainly have done 
so, and I am satisfied that, as far as they are 
conceri_Ied, they recognise it is fair, and 
recognise that the Government has .done 
something, perhaps not more than they were 
entitled to do, for their benefit. From that 
standpoint this Government certainly htts 
nothing to be ashamed of, nothing to apolo
gise for, and nothing to be afraid of, either 
here or elsewhere, as far as its own em
ployees are concerned, and as far as the other 
people of the State are concerned: In deal
ing with the taxation proposals of the 
Government, most excepticlll seems to have 
been taken by hon. members opposite to what 
is ter~cd the land tax, but what is really the 
taxatiOn of land values-an entirely different 
thing. Certainly, examples have been trotted 
out to try and convince hou. members, but, 
although they have been said to be concrete 
e~ample·i, they were cert.aiuly examples that 
d1d not reflect credit on those who adduced 
the':', nor on those who originally were the 
subJects of those examples. For the most 
part, the speeches of hon. members opposite 
have been speeches, not of primary producers 
or farmers, but of land speculators-of men 
who e_xnccted to make money, not out of 
what 1.he,v produced from the land, but out 
of what they could get from other people in 
then land transactions. I listened ,vith a 
good deal of interest, and not without amuse
ment,_ to the ~on. member for Aubigny, ~md 
certamly the Idea he conveyed to one's mind 
was that he was more concerned about the 
l~nd speculator than he was about produc
tlOn. The non. member stated that this 
Government. Y<hen it found itself with 
increased liabilities, should have looked round 
to see whei ~er ic could not do its work more 
economically, because, l:>e sa :d, that is wha1 
the shire cou'lcils did. Re said that when the 
shire councils found themselves faced ',vith 
increased wages they looked round to see if 
they could not do the same amount of work 
for lf''S money, or do it in a more economical 
manner. If they did look round and found 
that tbey could do that, is that ~ot evidence 
th!'t U1ey had not been doing the work econo
miCally previously, or is it not evidence that 
they had been carelc·,,: or indifferent in 
regard to their work? As a matter of fact, 
from mv experience of shire councils .and 
town cotincils, when they find themselves with 
~n increased wages oheet, they generally 
!~crease the taxes on the ratepay"rs. At all 
times the ratepayers have to find the extra 
money, just the same as the:v have to find the 
extra money in ouher 'instances where 
increases are made. Then, the hon. member 
gave a rather remarkable iliustration of 
somebody who went on to the Darling Downs 
and bought a f<lrm for £14,000, spent £16,000 
on improvement,, and after four vears sold it 
for £8.500. If that is a fair sample of how 
fnrmm·s •nend their money, I am not sur
prif:l.t:.d if they arc in the p<Jsition hon. mem
bers eav thev are. But I do not think that 
is a fair sarnple. Whatever might h.ave been 
the cause of the loss-it would be intcresting 
t-o know all the details of the case-I cer
tainlv claim that th8 Ios' as not due t.o thP 
l~ .. nd' t1.x 'Whatever the oousc might be, it 
c0rtainly could not he the land tax, for the 
simple re>!l.son that this is the se-cond year 
that the land tax has bf'en in operation. 

Mr. Winstanley.] 
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Then again, if he had been paying the land 
tax all the time, what would the land tax 
have amounted to? If the £14,000 spent in 
the first instance had been spent on land 
alone-that is, the unimproved value of land 
-the tax would have amounted to only about 
£190 a year, so that would not have brought 
about the loss, nor would it have brought 
<J.bout the depreciation in the value of land 
that we are asked to believe takes place as 
soon .as this tax is imposed. It has also been 
stated that men are leaving the kmd and 
•coming into the cities because they will not 
work the land with the taxation imposed at 
the present time. Is it not a faet that in .a 
great many instances men leave the agricul
tural districts and come into the cities 
because land is too expensive? Wh1le the 
father himself got his land for £1 or £1 10s. 
an acre, and no doubt did a good deal of 
hard work on it, the sons cannot get land at 
anvthing like that price. I have heard many 
farmers say that it is an utter impossibility 
for them to find the necessary money to pay 
the prices that are asked for land at the 
present time, and the consequence is that 
their sons -drift from the country into the 
cities. Is it not also a fact that some of the 
hon. members sitting on the opposite side of 
the House, who talk about the price of land, 
came to Queensland because land in the State 
in which thev lived was too dear and land 
monopoly had such a grip, and they came 
here, as they have repeatedly ca,id, to look for 
cheap land. Men from Victoria <md ~ew 
South Wales for years past have been commg 
to Queensland because land was cheaper here 
than in anv of the other States, but the time 
is fast coming, unless something is done to 
prevent it, when land monopoly will get a 
grip here, and the position will be ex<tctly 
the same in Queensland as it is in the other 

Statf's. The hon. member for 
L4 p.m.] Drayton trotted out illustrati?ns 

that are certainly a shockmg 
example of what he said takes place on the 
Darling Il.owns, but everyone knowc; the h~:m. 
member takeS- an isolated case, concerning 
whi~h he doesn't give the, true facts, and he 
holds it out as a.n example of the primary 
pro<lucers throughout the StatP. The primary 
producer in a great many cases would repu
diate that kind of thing when it wa~ sho~n 
to him, and a gre<tt many of them-m sp1te 
of all that may b" sai<l to the contrary-are 
not faring too badlv at the present time. I 
know some of the'm personally with land 
values nothing like those of whom we are 
told bv the hon. member for Dr<tvton-who, 
llf' stateR., cnnnot earn ., living on 'their farm 
-\vho earn a good living. and v.rho make, 
from year to year, from £600 to £700, a:t;d 
with very little difficulty either. Perhaps, m 
an exceptionally dry year, there are some 
people who do not mak<' anything, but that 
is not a criterion. If that instance were a 
fair sample of what took place when people 
<>ame into Queensland and spent money, cer
tainlv production would come to an end alto
geth;.r. But that is not the case. 

Then the question of contract as against 
-daY labour was discussPd bv the same hon. 
mt:mber, but I think it has been settle,d very 
effPdively-not by this Government, but ~y 
a !ll'CYious Government. The matter was dls
eusf'Nl time and again; investigations were 
madE', am\ thE'y have been made E'ver since 
ne to wha't could be done by contract and 
what bv <:lav labour: and when it comes to a 
'1110etion o( the qual it~· of the '•York done as 

[Mr. Winstanley. 

well as the amount done, this Government 
have no reason to be either afraid or 
ashamed of their day-labour department and 
the work -done by it up to the present time. 

On the question of taxation, it has been re
peatedly said by hon. members tha~ whoever 
paid the tax in the first instance, rt eventu
ally came to the workers in the long run. 
So far as taxes on industry are concerned 
there is no doubt about that statement; 
everybo,dy knows that the tax is ultimately 
placod, not on the shouLders of those beso 
able to bear it, but on the shoulders of those 
least able to bear it. 

1\h. CoRSER: Then, why are you increasing 
it? 

1\lr. Wl~STANLEY: The land tax is an 
exception. One hon. member said that ~t 
is in the same category as the rest. But rt 
is the on\v tax that cannot be removed, and 
must be p"aid by those o:t; whom it is plac~. 
That is one of the thmgs that makes 1t 
more equitable, and one of the things which 
recommend it to be above any other tax. 
The o-reat trouble seems to be with a lot of 
its o~ponents that it is bringing down ~he 
price of land. The land tax has everythmg 
to recommend it. After all, people who get 
hold of cheap land, whether it be agricul
tural land or building land or mineral land, 
find that the cheapness makes it all the 
Gasier and all the more effective when they 
want to make use of it; but land that is 
being kept out of u~e is bad for the indi
vidual, and is certamly bad for the com
munity. I certainly think that one of the 
things which !s patent to ar:ybody who goes 
about with h1s eyes open 1s that the land 
tax has brought land into use. We know 
that land in the street in which these build· 
ings stand has not been put to. any use for 
many long years past for the s1mple reason 
that it has been exempt from any tax. and 
it has been left until it had a value which 
satisfied those who owned it. And I should 
just like to say in passin~ that t~e Govern
ment in power, whether 1t be thrs Govern
ment or anv other Government, should get 
hold of all the land near to this building in 
\Villiarn street and George street and the 
intervening streets, in order to m_ake use of 
it for public ofli.ces instead of havmg to pay 
rents. If the land tax has done nothing 
else in this connection it has done good 
work., There can be no question about the 
fact that in some \nstances real estate owners 
get hold of things that should not and do not 
really belong to them, and appropriate what 
is intended for other people altogether. As 
an illustration, I would like to read a short 
extract from a paper in reference to what 
is called the economic lesson of Mr. Henry 
Ford, the well-known motor-car manufacturer 
in America, who is regarded by some as a 
mod<'! employer and who announce? that 
no on" in his factory was to be pa1d less 
than five ,dollars a day. This is what this 
writer savs-

" ::Ylr. Henry Ford, of Ford auto-car 
fame has endeavoured to set an example 
as a~ enlightened employer by paying 
to the employees in his Detroit factory 
a minimum wage of fJVe dollars a day 
and ;,baring profits with them. On the 
authoritv of the head of :Mr. Ford's 
sociological departme_nt, Mr. Boyd 
Fisher, of the Executives Club at De
troit. has ma,de the following state
ment:-



Ways and .L1Ieans. (ll 0CTOBF:R.} TVays and JJileat~d. 1779 

\Vithin one wo<>k of the announce
ment of the FoNi profit-sharing plan, 
the value of real estate in Detroit has 
jumped 50,000,000 dollars, or the value 
of the expected distribution for five 
years. The main result of the Ford 5 
dollars a day plan is that living 
expenses have so increased in Detroit 
that the working man receiving 5 dol
lars a dav finds that he cannot live as 
well as he could before the introduction 
of profit-sharing on 3 dollars a day." 

"That is what takes place in .any and eyery 
eonncction. \Vhenever increases in wages 
take place, other increases are made which 
practically mop up the increases and make 
the worker very little better off, particularly 
as to land values. If another example is 
wantnd, hero it is, following on much the 
Q,a1ne 1 ines-

" In other words, Detroit's land mono
polists are depriving Mr. Ford's workers 
of what he aimed to give them when he 
increased wages. It is precisely the same 
as wh:tt happened at the Deptford Vic
cualling Yard, as explained by the late 
Lord Goschen. at the time (1899) First 
Lord of the Treasury, in his reply to a 
deputation that was demanding increased 

,·ages. He said-

' If the position of the labourers at 
vVoolwich and Deptfo1'd was as de
'cribrd, it was rather due to sweating 
landlords than to the rate of wages. 
The wages had been raised 20 per cent. 
in the last ten years, and house rent 
50 per cent: It was constantly the 
case in these districts that the increase 
of wages only led to a larger sum 
going into the pockets of the landlords, 
and he was even told that some of the 
men who were locallv the loudest in 
the cry for justice to the labourers were 
owners of cottage property who wouJ.d 
benefit if the wages were raised.' " 

So wo find that in quite a number of in
otanc< , like that, where the intention in the 
firot place is that the workers shall have 
their conditions improved, they find that 
Romebody ehe, oftentimes outside and un
known to them, is in a position practically 
to extract from their pockets the increase 
and something in addition to it. The conse
quence is that very naturally the workers 
are beginning to ask themselves what is 
reallv the cause of it, and when they find 
out t 110 cause they will certainly want to 
know what is the remedy, 

In reference to the land tax proposed in 
the se resolutions a good deal has been said 
and a great outcry made. And yet it seams 
quite plain to me from the report of tne 
Commissioner of Taxes that those who are 
'~aid to find themselves in a very difficult 
position have been fairly liberally dealt with. 
i tlnd that in his report he says-

" Up to 30th September, 1916, relief 
under section 24, 908 claims were made 
with tax amounting to £40,000. 

"Disallowed forty-two. with tax 
amounting to £1,327 17s. 3d. 

"Allow0d in full, 401, with tax amount
ing to £2,035 15s. 8d. 

" Allowed in part. 465, with tax 
amounting to £17,731 17s. lOd." 

So that I am eure no real hardship has been 
imposed on thm; particular individuals by 
the land tax which has been imposed. On 

the que,tion of its removal, I know that a 
great many people imagine and say that it 
can be placed on the shoulders of other 
people. It was stated only last night that 
an increase in the taxation would mean an 
increase in rent. Nothing could be further 
from the truth, and I just want to read an 
extract from a document issued by land
owners in a campaign which took place on 
this particular subject when a referendum 
was being taken ac to whether it should be 
paid on unimproved value or the whole value 
of the propcrt:v, thA imprm·ed as well as the 
unimproved value-

" Inasmuch as a tax upon land value 
cannot be shifted, this amounts to con
fiscation of a part, if not all, of the 
prop0rty of whoever owns land at the 
time the change goes into effect. A tax 
on land is a. net deduction from the rent 
of the land. and when the tax is made 
large enough to absorb most of the rent, 
a,, it would be under any form of the 
single tax, the value of the land dis
appears." 

But the question would very naturally be 
asked:. On whom does the owner of unoccu
pied land put the tax? Is there anybody 
connected with him or anybo·dy in league 
with him? ind one has to imagine that 
people who buy expensive properties in the 
city and put expensive buildings on them 
are letting them for a less rent than they 
are able to get. EYerybody knows that 
people who inveet their money in real estate 
get the very greateot amount of rent they 
can get in c-ompetition with others who have 
property to let. In actual practice the posi
tion is the verv 1evcrse bel 1use land come~ 
into the market as a result of the taxation, 
and the tendency is for rents rather to 
decrease than increase bv reason of the nn•n
ber of buildings availabl'8. I know that "ome 
people think the land tax is only paid by 
farmers who liYP in the country, and yet we 
find that the people in the city are the 
people who do not forget to do some 
grumbling in this connection. They are the 
people who reRlly pav the land tax. In a 
document pnblishe<l in Brisbane some time 
ago a ~tatt: .. rno!lt \'\"as rnade as to the effect 
of t.his particular enactment on cit_~- pro
pertres, and some people tried to convey 
the idea that just a handful of people in 
the city are the people who are paying the 
tax. But they also, perhaps unintentionally, 
show that perhap~. a handful of people in 
the city own the land yalue of the State, and 
not the great bulk of the people. Amongst 
other things in this document in reference 
to the taxation of land values they say-

" But it is notorious that with the 
steadily increasing bm,den of taxation, 
specially directed against this description 
of property, no man in the possc,sion of 
capital would think of buying city pro
perty in order to improve it with costh" 
buildings for letting purposes. Some of 
the Yentures in this direct1on which pre
ceded this added taxation will assuredlv 
act as ·deterrents to anv one so inclined. 
Cit:v imp!ovements will necessarily be 
retarded and city rents enhanced." 

The tendency is juet the reverse because mor;' 
land will be available. It is also having this 
effect-that "Jl the bUEiness of the city is not 
going to be concentrated in ono particular 
ctroet, as it has been in the past. It is going 
to spread, and other streets which have not 
been regarded as business streets will be 

Mr. W instanley. J 
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brought iL'o prominence. Business places 
are being put up in them because land is 
cheaper there, and I think that all round a 
benefit will take nlace rather than otherwise 
After quoting from the report of the Cam: 
missioner of Land 'I'axation to show how a 
handful of people pay what they regard as 
most C!f this tax, they go on to show that 
when It comes to a question of land values 
and !he natural re'ources of the State, they 
are m the hands of a very few people in
deed. 

Hon. J. ToL~!IE: Have you read Knibbs's 
late·'t figures on land taxation in the July 
number? 

Mr .. WI_NSTANLEY: No, I have not; 
but, Judgmg from what I have read of 
Knibbs on previous occasions, I am doubtful 
whether anyth_ing that Knibbs would say 
would contradict these facts. They point 
out in this statement that 11,377 taxpayers 
owned land of a total value of £5,710,383. 
The average value was £501, and the average 
tax 16s. Sd. They further state that 3,793 
taxpayers owned land of the total value of 
£3,782,04'7. The average value was £997 
and the average tax £4 7s. 8d. Following 
down the list, we find that the number of 
taxpayere decreases, while the average land 
value and the average tax increases. The 
la·,,t item on the list is fourteen taxpavers 
owning lrmd of a total value of £1,822,-295, 
or an aYerage value of £130,164, with an 
average tax of £2,970. I certainly think 
that the handful of people who own that 
large land value are in the position to pay 
the tax. The land tax is one which does not 
affect industry; it does not hamper or hinder 
industrial enterprise in any way. On the 
contr<try, it has just the reverse effect: it 
make' land available. and helps rather than 
injure" ind(Jotry. If the tax hampered 
industry, somethinil' might be said against 
it, but, in my opimon, it is one of the most 
equitable and one of the most reasonable 
taxes ever imposed, as it taxes neither 
wag0s nor industry. If the effect of the tax 
Wf're such as some members opposite would 
have us belieYc, a country which depended 
entirely upon that form of taxation for its 
revenue would be in a very serious position. 
We often hear about concrete examples, but 
when they are given to us we find that they 
are about as nebulous as the clouds in the 
sky. However, I have a concrete example, 
which I should like to give to the Committee. 
It is certa~nly an \example ~of a small 
country, but it is just as valuable as an 
illustration as a more thickly populated 
country. It is taken from a book called 
" D0mocrary and Empire," which I got from 
the library. The main object of the writer 
is to prove that, undE'r a democratic Govern
ment, an Empire could not be built up and 
sustained. He says-

" The Federated Malay State~ have 
been able to effect enormous. devel?p
ment.e, the creahon of an efficient civil 
servic<', the construction of excellent 
ro~ds, the building of ": well-equipped 
l'ai!way sy.-;tem, the erectwn of splendid 
residence for the Sultan, and of public 
o_ffiees. at Kuala Lumpus, Taiping Seram
tJum' Klang, Pekan, and elsewhere the 
umstruction of waterworks, and deE'p
w-::t~r port- "nd other works of public 
uhhty. All this has been done withont 
; ·---OI·ting- to public loans, beinn- a fe'lt 
almost, if not quite, unparallel.;'d in the 
annals of British colonial administra
tion, and it is satisfactorv to note that 
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a similar policy is being followed in the 
protected independent States. So 
prosperous are the Federated Malay 
States that they have advanced over one 
million and a half sterling to J ahore for 
the construction of the railway through 
that State, and have lent £4,000,000 to 
Siam to build a railway in Southern 
Siam to connect with the Federal system 
on the northern frontiers of the native 
States of Kalantan and Perlis. On 
31st December, 1912, the Federated Malay 
Stat8s had a net surplus of £7,500,000, 
some invested in gold and some in Indian 
securities. The above taken from an 
official account shows clearly what can 
be done by honest, clearheaded adminis
tration.'' 

I do not know how it is-whether it is because 
the author does not know or does not want 
to say-but he does not explain how it was 
done or how it happened. I learned from 
other sourc<es long ago how it happened. In 
the early days, a British admini,ctrator 
who knew the fundamental principles of taxa
tion and administration was in charge of the 
Federated Malay States, and he took for 
the community that which belonged to the 
<:ommunity-namely, the land values, and it 
lS those land values that have enabled these 
p~ople to do all the work mentioned without 
any other taxes whatever. They have no 
other tax in the States, exeept a small export 
tax on tin. Their land tax has enabled them 
to do all this work from revenue, to pay 
their way, and to build up a splendid surplus 
of ove-r £7,000.000, wh~ch---as this i:s a 

remarkable thing for anv countrv-is 
invested on securit.Y in other countries. That 
is a concrete example that is well worth 
studying, and it goes to show ver:;- clearly 
what can be done in this particular direc
tion. I certainlv think that what has been 
done ther-e can· be done elsewhere. There 
is no question that the value which is g-iven 
to land in any community is given, to it by 
the people who liYed in that particular com
munitv, and no wrong is done to anvone 
when 'those values are taken for public· use. 
As far as the land tax proposals of the 
GoYernment are concerned, I think they are 
very just and equitable. and that the G~vern
ment have nothing to be a'hamed or afraid 
of in connection with them. On the con
trary, I believA they will reap the credit of 
their action, as these taxes will make it 
easier for those who want to produce wealth 
from the land to get hold of it and make use 
of it. There are several other things that 
I had int0nded to deal with, but most of 
them· can be dealt with just as well on the 
Estimates as on the Financial Statement. I 
~ertai_nly think that the Government havf', 
111 spite of a grt at many obstacles and diffi
culties, done good work during- their time. 
and I am quite satisfied what the result will 
ho when thev appeal to the electors at the 
next election: 

GOVERN1!ENT ME}!BERS : Hear, hear ! 
Jl.~r. WELLINGTON (Charters Tau·, rs): I 

desire to say a few words before the Finan
cial Statement goes through. Last scec,ion, 
when I snoke on the Financial Statement. 
I ad,·ocatcd the co"solidation of the local 
autho_rities. in various parts of Queensland, 
<"poCially m the Charters Towers district. 
The Charters Towers dietrict had fonr local 
authorities-the Queenton Shire Council. the' 
·watt"' Board, the City Council, and the 
Dalrymple Shire Council. If the three bodies 
were amlgamated, th@ result would be a 
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great saving to the people of Charters 
Towers. The people there think that the 
Charters Towers Water Board should be in
<Jorporated in the greater Charters Towers 
scheme. During the last three years the 
iirrears owing to the Government by the 
·waterworks Board have increased by £8,000, 
and now stand at £10,377. If matters are 
allowed to go on in this way, the position 
will be that the people of Charters Towers 
will not be able to pay the rates, as they 
cannot bear an increase in the rates. The 
debit balance in the consolidated loan on the 
30th June last was £54,045 12s. 2d., the debit 
balance on the Aerial Tramway and Venture 
Meter was £997 4s., and the debit balance on 
the \V est Burdekin Tramway on the same 
date was £5,931 13s. 2d., making a total of 
£60,974 9s. 4d. The people in Charters· 
Towers-! am led to believe-want an oppor
tunity to take a ballot on the question, but 
the members of the board do not want to 
grant that b11llot till the next electi'on, so that 
the people will not have an opportunity of 
voting on the subject. 

I should like now to say a few words about 
mining. During last year the Minister for 
Mines was good enough to grant to the 
mining community at Charters Towers a 
drainage board. Various mines in the dis
trict have been flooded, and some were about 
to close down, and had notified other mining 
companies that they intended to cease opera
tions. The Minister, however, granted a 
drainage board and a subsidy of £1,500 a 
year, and this enabled the companies to keep 
going. With regard to loans in aid of deep 
sinking, I find that the advances approved 
of during the financial year 1916-17 are as 
follows :-Gympie, £3,700; Ohillagoe, £250; 
Charters Towers, £2,375; Mount• Morgan. 
£100; Herberton £642 lOs.-a total of £7,067 
10s. The mining fields of Queensland are 
very thankful to the Government for such 
assistance; but I contend that they should 
receive more consideration at the hands of 
this or any other Government. Three mining 
companies at Charters Towers received sub
sidies from the Government, and those mines 
are paying dividends. In February, 1912, 
the Papuan (Moonstone) Mine received an 
advance of £489 5s. Thev repaid that sum 
with interest amounting to £11 9s. 2d., ir: 
December of the same year. In 1912 they 
<Jrushed 856 tons of ore, valued at £5,131; 
in 1913 they crushed 1,802 tons, valued at 
£12,448; in 1914 they crushed 1,275 tons, 
valued at £9,952; in 1915 they ~rushed 
2,618 tons, valued at £20,813; and m 1916 
they crushed 1,960 tons, valued at £12,986. 
The total quantity of ore raised during those 
::ears was 8,511 tons, and the total value of 
~hat . o~e was £61,330. The company paid 
m drvrdends £16,800. In 1913 the proprietors 
of Olark's Gold Mine, Moonstone. Lease 
received an advance of £1,300, and they 
repaid that advance. with interest am·ount
ing to £109 16s. ld., in August, 1915. During 
the year 1914 they raised 348 tons of ore, of 
the value of £4,652; in 1915 they raised 1,241 
tons, of the value of £12,509; in 1916 they 
raised 1,899 tons, valued at £15,558; and in 
1917 up till August they raised 911 tons, 
valued at £15,786. The total quantity of 
ore raised during those years was 4,399 tons, 
valued at £48,505; and during the same 
period the sum of £5,625 was paid to the 
shareholders i~ dividends. In F.ebruary, 
1913, the Bonme Dundee Company received 
an advance of £995 11s. 8d., which was 
.repaid m February, 1916, with interest 

amounting to £114 7s. 4d. In 1915 thev 
raised 1,032 tons of ore, valued at £5,479; 
in 1916 they raised 3,830 tons, valued at 
£20,198; and in 1917 up till August last thev 
raised 1,215 tons, valued at £5,686. The 
total quantity of ore raised during those 
three years was 6,077 tons, producing £31,363 
worth of gold. The total amount advanced 
to those companies was £2,784 16s. 8d., and 
they produced £141,198 worth of gold. These 
figures show that the various mining com
panies and prospectors in Queensland deserve 
some consideration at the hands of the 
Government. 

With regard to the State assay offices, I 
may say that I have visited the Charters 
Towers Assay Office on several occasions, 
and have found that the students are very 
well pleased with the manner in which it is 
conducted. I have also been to the Olonourry 
As~tay Office. Regarding this ',office, the 
" Queensland Government Mining Journal" 
of 14th July, 1917, says-

" The usefulness of the State Assay 
Office established at Oloncurry about a 
year ago has exceeded expectations, one 
result being the payment of better prices 
for ore to the miners by the smelting 
works on the field.· At Mareeba a 
similar office has been opened, and will, 
no doubt, prove of great benefit to miners 
in far Northern localities. 

" That the Government Assay Office 
established at Cloncurry is fulfilling ex
pectations and giving every satisfaction 
to the ' gauger' is evi deuced by the fact 
that during the past three months 266 
parcels of ore went through the office, 
the total tonnage of ore being 2,182 tons. 
The following work was also done during 
the period :-6 check assays, 10 assays 
under regulation 5, 191 free assays, and 
48 mineral determinations. The revenue 
received was £681,18s. 9d." 

What would be of great advantage to mining 
in North Queensland w~mld be the develop
ment of the Bowen coalmines. \Ye under
stand from geological reports that the Bowen 
coal is the best coal in Australia, and if the 
Bowen coalfields were opened up it would be 
of great advantage to that part of Queens
la.nd and also to the Northern gold and 
copper fields. I hope the Government will 
use every effort to have that railway con
structed as soon as possible. 

A good deal has been said about State 
butchers' shops, and I will give the prices 
charged for meat in private shops on Charters 
Towers, where the meat is grown, as com
pared with the prices in Brisbane. TheJ> 
a re as follows :-

Brisbane. Oh. Towers. 
per lb. per lb. 

Fillet 
Rump 

Berf. 

Sirloin roast 
Beef steak 
Prime rib roast 

Jf.utton. 

d. 
8 
7k 

6k 
5~ 
4~ 

d. 
10 

9 
8 
7 
6~ 

Legs 7 8 
Loins 7 7k 
Loin chops 7 8k 
Hind quarters 6~- 7~ 

In addition ~d. per lb. for booking. 

Mr. Wellington. J 
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The establishment of a State butcher's shop 
in Charters Towers would be beneficial to 
the miners and to all workers concerned. I 
would like to sav a few words in connection 
with the State Children Department, and I 
take strong exception to a certain statement 
that was put forth in the annual report of 
that department. On page 17 of the report, 
it says-

:VlL.,IKG TowKSHIPs. 

"Life in a ·mining township at anv 
time is undesirable for children, and 
when the father is dead it is still more 
undesirable. \Vhen there are no older 
chi~dren, I think the giving of money 
assistance should not be approYed. The 
mother remains because she lived there 
in her husband's time, and probably 
makes her living by doing washing, which 
she can get and do anywhere. The home 
conditions are simply awful, and the 
"ocial, moral, and religious outlook about 
as bad a•. can be imagined. · The atmos
phere of these homes and the atmosphere 
of our institutions and footer-homes is so 
different. that only those who move in 
them can understand and appreciate." 

I take strong exception to that, because I 
recognise that the men and women who live 
on . our goldfi.:;lds are as good-morally, 
socially, and mtcllectually-as any other 
person. 

GoVERN:UENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. WELLINGTO~: I have eyery respect 
for Mr. Salton, who visits Charters Towers, 
but I take exception to that portion of his 
report. (Hear, hear !) 

In regard to workers' compensation, I may 
say that I have had considerable experience in 
regard to the Mining Accident Association, 
having been secretary for fifteen and a-half 
years, and I maintain tha.t State workers' 
compensation is 100 per cent. better than 
tha.t proYided by private enterprise. While 
the State has practically doubled the amount 
of compensation, the premium is still the 
same. Then, again, there is no trouble what
ever with regard to State compensation ; you 
lodge your claim and the money is paid. 
There is a schedule showing the amount pa.v
able for different acc!dents such as so much 
for the loss of an eye, so 'much for the loss 
of a limb, and so on. There is no trouble in 
filling in the application, and the money is 
paid straight away. I think the Home 
Department should be congratulated on the 
wa.y in wh!ch they are assisting those who 
suffer from miners' phthisis, as the following 
summary will show:-

"Number in receipt of allowance on 
30th September, 1917 ... . .. 118 

Amount of allowance paid monthly 
118 x £2 3s. 4d. . . . £255 13s. 4d. 

Number of married men with chil-
dren under 16 years of age ·39 

~umber of cases in which wives 
recci>e State ~hildren allowance 12 

Amount paid monthly from State 
ChildrPn Department £70 17s. Od. 

1'\umber of· fresh applications since 
1st July, 1917 ... ... 8 

Deaths since 1st July, 1917 .. . 8 " 

I m;d~rstand. that a number of persons are 
recei vmg assistance who are not real! v suf. 
feri'ng from phthisis, but are suffering" from 
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a chest complaint. I do not wish to deta.in 
the House any longer, but I intend to make 
some further remarks when the Estimates are 
under consideration. (Hear, hear !) 

Mr. COLLINS (Bowen): I have listened 
verv attentivelv to the debate. I have list
ened to hon. m"embers opposite talking about 
millions. and I haYe come to the conclusion 
that they are not authorities when they are 
dealing with millions. 

Hon .. J. TOLMIE: Are you prepared to give 
your reasons for that statement? 

Mr. COLLINS: In the cour'e of my re
marks I will make reference to the taxation 
proposals of the Government which are con
tained in the Financial Statement, and will 
give reasons why these proposals should be 
passed by this House, aud, I hope, passed 
by another part of the Legislature. Like 
most hon. members, I want, first of all. to 
deal with matters affecting my own elec
torate. As hon. members are well aware 
the hold-up of the ships has seriously affected 
the progress of the Bowen elect<Hate. My 
eledoratc is a growing electorate-an elec
torate which has over 1,000 more voters on 
the roll than it had when I was returned to 
Parliament. I do not belong to the class to 
which hon. members belong-a class that is 
always wailing and crying out that the" 
country is ruined. 

Hon. .J. Tou!IE: No, because you are 
ruining the country. 

~lr. COLLINS: The part of Queensland 
that I have the honour to represent is grow
ing; it is not showing a decline, notwith
standing the fact that I have the honour to 
represent it. The point I want to make is 
this: That the hold-up of the ships by the 
few persons who own the ships of this Com
monwealth-after all, they arc only a few
is seriously affecting my electorate. I have 
received a letter this morning from the secre
tary of the Queensland Fruitgrowers' Indus
trial 'l'r.ading Society, in which he points 
out that he estimates that the loss to th<• 
fruit~JTOWe>·s in the Bowen district is £25,000. 
That is thc> loss they have suffered owing to 
the stoppage of communication between 
Bowen and the South. Most people know 
that Bowen is noted for the production of 
tomatoes. Those tomatoes iu certain months 
of the year realise very high prices in the 
Sydnev market, and, unfortunately, this 
hold-up of the shipping took place just at the 
time when they would have realised a good 
price for their tomatoes and other fruits. 
We all regret that they should be suffering a 
loss, and in my opinion the only solution, 
so far as shipping goes-whether we do it in 
this sPssion of Parliament or whether we do 
it in future sessions-will be the nationalisa
tion of shipping or the State ownership of 
ships. The hold-up of the shipping has made 
every man who represents a Northern con
stituency think. and I claim that this Go
vernment. even if they were to hang up sorr.0 
of the railways in the Southern portion of 
Queensland--

Mr. MuRPHY: Oh! and Opposition dissent. 

Mr. COLLINR: Yes. Even if they were 
to hnng up some of the lines here, they 
should push on with the North Coast line· 
for all they are worth. 

Hon. J. ToL~!IE: You are too selfish. 

Mr. COLLINS: I am not selfish at all, 
because here in the South, owing to being 
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close to the seat of government, a large 
number of lines have been constructe-d that. 
are not paying at all. 

Hon. J. TOLMIE: Look at the mass of popu 
lation here. 

At twenty minutes to 5 o'clock, 

Mr. GRAYSON called attention to the state 
of the Committee. 

Quorum formed. 

Mr. COLLINS : I am sonv there were so 
many members absent that it was necessary 
to ring the quorum bell. I suppose they 
w.·re watching the proceedings in· the House 
of destruction-the House that destroys legis
lation. In the interests of the North the 
Government should pm·h on with the North 
Coast railway and link it up from Brisbane 
to Townsville. The result would be that the 
North Coast railway would then be a paying 
one. In my opinion it would then pay right 
from Brisbane to Townsville. The leader of 
the Opposition said I was very selfish when 
I said hang up some of the southern lines, 
and he said, " Look at the population here." 
I would like to point out that unless there 
are more railwavs constructed in North 
Queensland we c"annot expect to get the 
population there that we have in the South. 
I have .,.een a considel'able portion of the 
far North, and I know that the population 
is not increasing at the rate it is in the 
South, and I claim that it will be the duty 
of any Government to spend large sums of 
money in the North, because then we will 
get a similar population to what you have in 
the south. If we had that railway completed, 
then we would do away to some extent with 
the present shipping monopoly, inasmuch as 
they would not be in the position to charge 
the freights and fares thev are charging at 
the present time. Only a· week or two ago 
the Bowen fruitgrowers were able to ship 
their fruit to Brisbane, and then it had to 
be railed from Brisbane to Sy.dney. I reason 
it out that if we had that railway right 
through to Bowen, the fruitgrowers of Bowen 
would have been able to f\end their fruit 
right through from Bowen to Sydney by 
rail. (Hear, hear!) I would urge upon the 
Government the advisability of starting the 
ra.ilway from Proserpine· towards Midge Point. 
(Hear, hear!) The railway is going north 
from Mackay towards Midge Point, and the 
distance from Proserpine to Midge Point is 
21 miles, and there are only a few g.aps to 
build in the Normanby electorate south of 
Mackay; and when those are built we will 
then have the line completed from Brisbane 
to 'l'ownsville, and then we will commence 
to get settlE>ment in the North. (Hear, hear!) 
\Ve have a good illustration of the settle
ment that will take place when we look at 
the settlement that is taking place between 
Brisbane and Gympie. As one who knows 
Queensland fairly well, and who has travelled 
practically all along our coast from Brisbane 
to Townsville, I claim that the ].and from 
Proserpine to Townsville is a long way 
superior to the land from Brisbane to Bun
daberg. And the North can never develop 
as it should develop until that railway is 
completed, so as to make travelling easy, 
so that people here in the south can realise 
what the North is like, because there are 
many people who will not travel by boat 
who would, if the railway were constructed, 
travel by train. Then again, I would urge 
upon the Government to commence as soon 
as the crushing season is over, because I am 

governed by the laws of common sense, and 
I know at the pre·-ent moment there are 
thousands of men working in the canefields, 
and I do not want to withdraw them from 
the canofields on to the railway ; but as soon 
as the crushing season is over it is the duty 
of this Government to put on anything from 
500 to 1,000 men to construct the railway 
from Merinda to the Bowen Coalfield. 
(Hear, hear!) There are a few men work
ing on that railway at the present moment, 
but as soon as the men are finished in the 
caHcfields thcv should be transferred on to 
the railway to push the line on to the coal
field in-tead of carrying coal from the south. 
According t{) our Government Geologist, we 
have one of the biggest coalfields in Queens
land thd·e. 

Hon. J. TOLMIE: Do you know why they 
are carrying coal to the Burrum? 

;\Ir. COLLINS: I am not concerne-d with 
the Bm·rnm. The hon.' member for Burrnm 
can look after the Bm·rum. He is a fairly 
good talker. At any rate, I am trying to 
point out to the Committee and to the coun
try at largo that we have one of the biggest 
coalfields in the North. Mr. Dunstan claims 
that the Bowen Coalfield is a continuation 
of the Dawson Coalfield. There may be 
breaks in between, such as big faults that 
anyone who has followed mining knows 
occur, but still, it is a continuation, and 
had there been Governments in the past who 
had considered North Queensland, I would 
not have to get up in my place and urge 
on the Government the building of that rail
wav to the coalfield. It should have been 
bui'It long ago. 

Hon. J, TOL:IIIE: We made every prepara 
tion for it, and this Government ought to 
have it built by now. 

Mr. COLLINS: This Government passe-d 
the railway in the first session. When I 
suggested anything about the railways here 
in the South being discontinued so as to build 
the North Coast line, the hon. member said 
I was ungenerous and unkind. The point 
I am making is this: That this Government 
is doing all it is possib],. for a Government 
to do, imd I am not asking them to put on 
1,000 men just at the present moment, be
cause, if they did, it would withdraw the 
men from the canefields, and there would 
be a howl, and we would have the hon. 
member for Burrum or the hon. member for 
Mirani moving the adjournment of the House 
to call attention to the fact that the sugar
growers could not get men. 

Hon. J. TOI,l\IIE: I do not agree with you 
that the Government is doing all that it 
sh<mld do. 

Mr. COLLIJ'\S: I would not expect the 
hon. member to agree with me; but I was 
ju't making reference to the fact that this 
GovcrnmE>nt had to charter the " Allinga " 
to carry coal and coke to the North to enable 
the great Cloncurry mines to work. 

Hon. J. TOLMIE: What else did it carry? 

Mr. COLLINS : It carried something else 
besides that. It carried 200 tons of foodstuff 
for Bowen and looked after that part of 
Queensland I have ~he honour t<;> rer:resent. 
The point I am trymg to make Is this, that 
there ought not to have been the need to 
charter the "'Allinga" had past Liberal 
Governm·ents done justice to the Bowen elec· 
torate or to the North in general, which has 
never received justice. As I said on one 

Mr. O,'lllins.] 
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ot'casion in this House, in my opinion the 
North will nevE'r get justice done to it until 
it gets a Parliament of its own. Very few 
people realise that Bowen is 710 miles north 
of Brisbane. We are not ablE' to visit our 
electorate e~ery week-end as the hon. mem
ber for Toowoomba is able to do, but if the 
railway was built we might be able to visit 
th•·m a little more than we do at the present 
time. At auy ratB, as time rolls on, I have 
no doubt that North Queensland will have a 
Govermn<'nt of its own, and thE' North will 
be developed. I want to make reference to 
the good work the Government is doing in 
conn<:lction with the Inkerman irrigation 
scheme. I received a letter from a gentle
man .who resides there the other day, and 
he said the Government were doing· splendid 
work in connection with the irrigation scheme 
at Inkerman. Most people know, or ought 
to know, that from Bowen to Townsville, 
or a bit beyond Townsville, there is what 
is known as the dry 'belt, and to make cane
growing a success in that dry belt we must 
have irrigation, and this Government is 
going to spend :£130,000 on an irrigation 
scheme for Inkerman. But, unfortunately 
for that district, two of the biggest mills 
in the· district are under private control or 
in other words, I believe they are unde; th~ 
control of one man. The position at Inker
man. at the present time, is that the growers 
there have been notified by Mr. Drysdale, 
the owner of the Inkerman and Pioneer 
mills, that he will only be able to crush 
half their crop. As most members of the 
House ~now, t~ey passed through a very 
se.vere time. owmg to the drought, and it 
Will be a big loss to the sugar growers in 
that part of Queensland when they are only 
going to get half their crop off. 

Hon. J. 'l.'OL1!IE: Whv. is he only going to 
crush half? · 

Mr. COLLINS: I am not in a position 
may be, to answer that. I should say this { 
that the hon. member's Government had 
something to do with the Inkerman estaw 
and I am not too sure that they secured th~ 
rights of the Inkerman growers so far as 
the Inkerman mill goes. 

Hon. J. TOLMIE : I think so. 
Mr. COLLINS: I do not think the hon. 

member's Government secured their rights 
when they got them to settle on the Inkerman 
estate; that is, the late Government allowed 
John Drysdale to build his mill there and 
should have seen that the Inkerman gr~wers 
received preference. And now John Drysdale 
is drawing a lot of his supply from the other 
side of the river and leaving the Inkerman 
farmers' cane stand over. As we all know 
in my district and in some other parts of 
Queensland, there are tenant farmers, and I 
suppose Mr. Drysdale is crushing the cane 
from his tenant farmers so that he will get 
the rents put into his pocket. 

Colonel RANKIN: Would you deny the 
tenant farmers the opportunity to get their 
cane crushed? 

Mr. COLLINS : I would not deny the 
tenant farmer anything at all. What I do 
deplore is that in a State like Queensland we 

· should have tenant farmers, where men have 
to pay some other men for the right to live. 
Nevertheless, we have to deal with things 
as they are, and what I want to point out to 
the Government is this : that thev must 
consider the advisability of building more 
mills in that part of Queensland, because 
we all know with irrigation on the Inkerman 

[Mr. Gollins. 

estate it will mean a large increase in the 
supply of cane, and while the Inkerman mill 
is one of the largest mills in Queensland, that 
is the position at the present time. I claim 
that the Government who took over the 
Inkerrnan estate-which was not this Govern
ment-should have provided a mill for the 
Inkerman e-tate. It would have paid them 
to do that. They should have so fixed 
things up that the first cane to be crushed 
at the Inkerman mill should he the cane 
grown at Inkerman. Here those men have 
come through a severe drought, and they 
are now told they can only have half their 
crop crushed. I am well aware that cane 
can stand over, but that is not as good as 
if it is cut now, because the farmers would 
not make up with one crop what they would 
get with two, as every canegrower knows. 
I am pleased at the way the Government 
ha vo treated the settlers on the Inkerman 
e• tate. Owing to the fact that thev are only 
going to get half their crop crushed-some 
of them have not had any crushed yet, and 
it will have to be crushed between now and 
the end of the year-the Government have 
allowed the rent to stand over until the 31st 
March n<'xt year. I am pleased to know the 
Governuent has done that, because we have 
been told from time to time that this 
Government has no sym·pathy with the man 
on the land. Why, we are interested in the 
man on the land, and we are looking after 
the man on the land. I want also to say a 
few words in reference to minerals in my 
electorate, which is a little larger than 
Belgium, and is, I suppose, far richer in 
natural resources than ever Belgium was. I 
claim in connection with our Mines Depart
ment-and when I was in this House before 
I claimed the same-that we have never had 
sufficient Government geologists. We should 
have a far larger geological staff to make 
an examination of the deposits. In my elec
torate only a short time ago we h'ad an 
examination made by Mr. Dunstan, State 
Geologist, in connection with a buge lime
stone deposit within a few miles of Bowen
Ben Lomon'l. The Pro,erpine farmers, a 
short time be£ore this discovery was made 
known to the people, waited on the Treasurer 
to ask for an advance of :£1,000, to a com
prtny, to work the limestone deposits in the 
islands off Mackay, and yet eight or nine 
miles distant from the Proserpine railway 
we have this huge limestone deposit. I 
hope this Government will see that that 
deposit remains in the possession of the 
State so as to enable the farmers to get 
cheap lime. I do not want the same thing 
to happen as happened in regard to Iron 
Island, where a Charters Towers company 
received the rights, with the result that the 
Mount Morgan Company for years has been 
paying a royalty to the Charwrs Towers 
Company for the right to m'ine iron on Iron 
Island. What I want to see this Government 
do is to retain possession of that big lime
stone deposit and see that the farmers of 
the Proserpine district and the Bowen district 
in general, and maybe other parts of Queens
land, get cheap lime. Then again, to further 

my argument about not having a 
[5 p.m.] large enough geological staff, it 

is only the other day that a dis
covery was made on Holbourne Island, eigh
teen miles from Bowen. We a,re told that it 
contains phosphates, and that goes to show 
that had we had a thorough examination of 
the islands from Brisbane right away to 
Thursday Island, we would have known that 
this valua,ble deposit existed long ago ; and I 
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1wpe the Government wili-I am sure they 
will-be very careful in not giving possession 
of that island, until such time as we have 
had a thorough examination of it, to any 
company or private persons. (Hear. hear!) 
1Ne ali know that the Germans before the 
war owned Ocean Island, with its large 
guano deposit. One writer says that there is 
<·nough guano on that island to pay for the 
cost of the war, so far as Australia is con
cerned. Maybe we have similar deposits on 
our Queensland coast-! do not mean deposits 
of guano necessarily, but other deposits of 
equal value-which can only be discovered 
by a closf• pxamination of the several islands 
by geclogish I am satisfied from my 
travels in the North, with its large mineral 
deposits, not only in my own electorate, but 
in other electorates, that we have not a 
geological staff large enough to examine, 
say, the Chillagoe district,. let alone the 
whole of Queensland. (Hear, hear!) Then, 
again, in my electorate we have magnesite. 
I read the other day that the Newcastle 
Steel Company obtained an option over a 
mine at Mount Pring and had made arrange
ments to take 500 tons of ore a week for use 
in sn1elting. 

During this debate a good deal of capital 
has been made of the fact that our railways 
last year sho>Yed a loss. Hon. members 
seem to put that down to bad management 
on the part of this Government. Hon. 
members opposite do not seem to realise that 
in Queensland to-day, owing to the war, 
we have 50,000 fewer men than would be 
here if it were not for the war; 50,000 of 
our be~t wealth-producers are no longer in 
the State. That means that there must be a 
decrease in the traffic on our railways· that 
is only common sense. ' 

Colonel RANKIN: But the railway revenue 
has increased. 

:Mr. COLLINS: While the rttilway revenue 
nHty have increased. hon. members should 
not lose si.a:ht of the fact that it would have 
increased a great deal more had these men 
~:.cen in the Stttte and carried on production. 
Xo one imagines for one moment that the 
50.000 men who left Queensland were idlers. 

Hon. J. TOL:IIIE: How would it have 
incrett~ed if you had sound administration-? 

Mr. COLLINS: Sound administration? 
·what astounds me when I travel throua-h the 
State is that the. rai!ways are pttying ;',; well 
as they do, cons1dermg that 50,000 men have 
left. the State. If those men were only pro
ducmg on an averttge £3 per week, it would 
mean £150,GOO per week more production. 
That is one .of the rea,ons why our railways 
are not paymg. I am not going to cry out 
abou~ any Goyernment ·in Australia having a 
deficit, for this reason-that I ttm astonished 
that there should be ::me Government which 
has not a deficit when you conside1· that 
350,000 wealth-producers have left our shores. 
Any man of common sense must realioe that 
that means a loss in wealth production and 
!rss traffic on the railways, ttnd that the 
Government are passing through a time of 
financial stress-both Federal and State. At 
any rate, while those 50,000 men may have 
left Queensland, it does not follow that 
wealth-production is not as grettt as it was 
last year, because wealth-production is 
increasing year by year by leaps and bounds. 

Hon. J. TOLMIE: No. 

Mr. COLLINS: I will prove that is correct 
before I sit down, and I am also going to 

prove before I sit down that the wealthy in 
this State are g<>tting wealthier. Not that I 
am going to blame the leader of the Opposi
tion for that. 1 am g0ing to put the blame 
on the way society is constituted at the 
prPS<'nt time-the way wealth is produced, 
and the way it is distributed. The hon. 
member for Burrum the other night gave me 
a short lecture on political economy. There 
is a great difference between tho politiool 
economv of the hon. member and rrn- own. 
I have studied working-class economics. The 
hon. member for Burrum, judging by his 
speeches in this House, has studied what I 
term capitalistic economics. He belongs to 
what are generally termed "the robbers " ; 
I belong to what are generttlly termed " the 
robbed." I was not "born with a silver 
spoon in my mouth." like the hon. member 
for Burru1n. You sec, I know sonwthing of 
the historv of the hon. member for Burrum. 
I knew th'e hon. member for Bnrrum in 1886, 
when I had my swag on my back passing 
through the Burrum. I was qu~te a young 
man, and he was not a bad-lookmg chap at 
that time-I recognised him yoors after
wards. It is no use him getting up in this 
House and telling me I do not understand 
economics. I understand economics too well 
for the hon. member. I understand how men 
become wealthy; a lot of men do not under
stand that. The reason they become wealthy 
is that they take the labour of other people, 
or, in other words. uhe more men you can 
employ the wealthier you become. If you 
employ 100 men who produce 10s. a dtty, and 
you pay them Ss. a day, you can easily 
become wealthy. And the !llore men you can 
emplov under the capitalistic system the 
wealtl1ier vou become. That is how some of 
these mer; have got to be wealthy in the 
State of Queensland-not by their own exer
tioll'< or brctin nowcr, because some of the 
gretttest nincompoops I have ever met have 
got wealthy simply because .they were ttllowed 
lo get pmsrosi·on of a ccrtam area of coal or 
gold country, or some other kind of country. 
Thev then sank a shaft, employed men, and 
bccan1o very -~,:ealthy. 

Hon. J. ToLC~IIE: Do you advocate a return 
to primitive societ;•? 

:Mr. COLLINS: No, I do not. I advooote 
going forward to a better state of society. 
What I look forward to is the day when 
there will be no parasites. when there will 
not be a crowd of idlers, as it were, taking 
the a-rea test bulk of the wealth of the country 
and~ the mass of the people pro•ducing the 
wealth of the country which those parusites 
take. 

Hon. J. ToLMIE: You would not advocate 
the employment of capital? 

Mr. COLLINS: Nobody heard me say a 
word about capital. I am not talking about 
capit.al; I mn talking about the capitalis~, 
the man who robs the worker of part of his 
produce, and I am going to pro':e that ~he 
c·apitalists o£ Queensland-notwtthstandmg 
that th••Y }J<l.ve a Labour Government in 
power-are still able to become wealthier. 
After all, I am one of those who believe in 
what Sir Samuel Grifl:ith said in 1888. I was 
a vounO' man at the time, and he made a 
wonderful impression upon me. Perhaps th6t 
is why I am in this House to-day. He said-

" The great social problem of the 
present ttge is not how to accumulate 
wealth, but how to get a more equal dis
tribution of it." 

GOYERXMENT Ji.IE:IfllERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. Collins.] 
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Mr. COLLINS: And that is the problem 
for the younger men on this side of the House 
to study and solve. We have not solved it 
yet by a long way, although it is quite true 
that we are going step by step towards it. 
So, when I was contesting the Bowen elec
tion, I did not deceive my electors. I used 
these words-

" We cannot right the wrongs of cen
turies in one session of Parliament, nor 
many sessions. The Labour Government, 
to do effective work, must remain in 
office for a period of three Parliaments 
at least, or nine years." 

And I repeat that to-night. We have been 
told by a gentleman of the name of Murphy 
in Victoria that wages have not increased 
at the same rate as the cost of living. Well, 
I suppose most of us know that. Long before 
Mr. Murphy wrote his pamphlet or delivered 
his address I argued on similar lines and 
I have been looking up my sp.eech i,;_ this 
House in 1911 in which I did so. 

Hon. J. TOLMIE: You must be surprised 
t<l find him catching up. 

Mr. COLLINS: It shows that I was six 
y(•ars ahead. At any rate, he is doing good 
work, because a lot of people are too lazy 
to use their thinking powers. We have been 
told by our Opposition friends that we are 
ruining the farmer. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS : Hear, hear! 

Mr. COLLI:'fS: The lea.der of the Opposi
tion ,,ays" Hear, hear." I have not had much 
time to study the paper which the Assistant 
Minister for J ustico tabled this afternoon
that is, the income tax report; but it is a 
very interesting report, and I wish I had 
had more time to study it. At any rate I 
made a short study of it with my friend the 
hon. member for Fitzroy-while we were 
listening to other members speaking-and I 
find that no fewer than 726 more of the 
~armers, who~ we are out to ruin, paid 
mcome tax durmg the past year than in 1915. 
Is that ruining them? According to the 
report of the Income Tax Commissioner the 
number of farmers and fruitgrowers 'who 
paid income tax in 1915 was 3,167; the total 
amount of their incomes was £979,224, which 
works out at an average income of £309. 
According to the report tabled this after
noon, the number of farmers and fruit
growers who paid income tax in 1916 was 
3,893, and the total amount of income on 
which they paid tax was £1,360,550, which 
works out at ar: average of £349 per tax
payer, or . an mcrease of £40 over the 
average for 1915, and an increase of £381326 
in the aggregate incomes. We want 'the 
farmers of Queensland to know that this 
Government, who, we are told by members 
opposite, are out to ruin the farmers have 
made it possible for 726 more farm~rs to 
pay income tax in 1916 than the number who 
paid that tax in 1915. I hope the farmers 
and fruitgrowers of the State will realise 
that fact. When the leader of the Oppo
sition was sitting on this side of the House 
in 1911, out of the total number of farmers 
in the State, only 1,400 paid income tax. I 
am not saying that farmers are well off. I 
find that in my speech in 1911 I said they 
were not well off, but I am satisfied that if 
they keep this Government in power for 
nine years t~ere .will be a far larger number 
of them paymg mcome tax ,than are paying 
that tax at the present time. 

[Mr. Collins. 

Now I want to deal with the pastoralists, 
Mr. H. L. HARTLEY : They are getting 

ruined too, are they not ? 

Mr. COLLINS: Ruined! No. We are 
told by members opposite that we are ruin
ing all the primary industries, and I suppose 
the pastoral industry will be classed as one 
of the primary industries. No doubt the 
leader of the Opposition has great sympathy 
for the pastoralists, because I am satisfied 
they contribute largely to the funds of the 
party sitting on that side of the House. 
The number of pastoralists who paid income 
tax in 1915 was 1,826, and the total amount 
of their income was £2,828,622, which works 
out at an average income of £1,549. The 
report of the Commissioner of Income Tax 
for 1916-17, which was presented this after
noon, shows there were 2,522 pastoralists who 
paid income t'ax on a total income from 
property and pereonal exertion of £4,084,531. 
The average income of those pastoralists wa;. 
£1,619 pc1· annum. The increase in the num
ber of pastoralists who paid income tax last 
vear, as compared with the number who paid 
Income tax in 1915, was 696, and the increase 
in the total income was £1.255,859. And yet 
members opposite cry out· because this Go
vernment requin'd them to provide 12,00(} 
tons of meat for the people at 3~d. per lb. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: Seven thousand tons. 

Mr. COLLINS: Yes, 7,000 tons. It should 
have been 17,000 tons. Before long we shall 
have to face the question as to whether the 
pastoralists are to control the people of 
Queensland or the people of Queensland are 
to control the pastoralists. By establishing 
State stations we are, to all intents and pur
poses, saying that the people of Queensland 
shall control the pastoralist, but what the 
Government have done in this connection is 
only a little drop in the ocean as yet. Every
one knows the attitude I have taken up 
right through this war. These pastoralists, 
whose incomes increased last, year to 
the extent of £1,255,859 in the aggregate, 
are the men who howl about the shearer 
getting a high price for shearing .tJ:eir 
sheep, and about the rouseabout rece!Vmg 
big wages. Fancy 2,522 persons taking 
£4,084,531 of the total income of the popula
tion. According to Knibbs, the total wealth 
produced in Queensland in 1909 was 
£26,526,000. If we take the total wealth 
produced last year at £40,000,000, which is a 
rough estimate, we find that 2,522 persons 
took one-tenth of the total of the wealth pro
duced in this State. From time to time, 
members on the opposite side of the House 
have said that we arc taxing the people. 
I sa.v that this Government are not taxing 
the 'people, but are taxing a few of the 
people. Do you mean to tell me that these 
pastoralists, with their enormous incomes, 
should not be made to pay more towards the 
cost of carrying on the government of the 
country than they are paying at the present 
time? I say they should be made to _pay a 
great deal more than they are paymg at 
present. We all know that last, _year the 
Legislative Council rejected the proposal 
of the Government to tax incomes of £3,000 
and over. According to the report of the 
Income Tax Commic,sioner the number cf 
per,ons having incomes of over £3,000 in 
1915 was 307, and the total amount of their 
incomes was £2,012,815, or an average of 
£6,556 per taxpayer. In 1916 the number of 
persons having incomes of over £3,000 was 
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385, and the total amount of their incomes 
was £2,748,074, or an average of £7,085 each. 
In other words, the number of persons in 
receipt of incomes above £3,000 increased 
by seventy-eight, the total amount of their 
incomes increa,ed by £736,259, and the 
average increase per taxpayer was £529. We 
co"n understand, therefore, why the legis
lators in a.nother Chamber rejected the pro
posal to tax incomes over £3,000. I am 
surprised at any man who represents a farm
ing electorate allying himself with the pastor
alists and the very wealthy classes in Queens
land. Those 385 taxpayers have taken more 
of the wealth producc•cd in Queensland than 
half the farmers and fruitgrowers have re
ceived. It was stated yesterday in the dher 
House that it is not a party Chamber. That 
!s quite true; it is not a party Chamber; it 
Is only a one-party Chamber-a Tory party 
Chamber. 

Hon. J. TOL1IIE: You must not speak dis
respectfully of the other Chamber. 

Mr. COLLI::-.IS: I am not speaking dis
respectf.ully of. that Chamber, but I say the 
'ooner It 1s w1ped out, the better it will be 
for the government of Queensland, and if I 
had my way it would disappear to-morrow. 
I do not believe, and never have believed, in 
the two-Chamber system. I do not believe in 
having two Chambers in the Federal Par
liament. I believe in one Chamber alone. I 
do not believe in government by contra
diction, and that is what the two-Chamber 
system means. I have pointed out that a 
few wealthy people-385 persons-take about 
one-fifteenth of the total wealth produced 
in Queensland. It is just as well that some 
of the younger members of the House should 
study this question, because we are approach
ing a condition of things simi1ar to that 
which exists in the United States of America 
and on the continent of Europe. Under the 
capitalist system which is in vogue, wealth 
accumulates in the hands of the few ; thev 
get the bulk of the wealth of the State. That 
is entirely wrong, and we want to realise 
that so long as there exists a system under 
which a few exf!loiters can exploit the many, 
as they are domg to-day, so long will the 
mass of wealth-producers fail to get what 
i's their due. We find that there are only 
23,56tl persons who pay income tax in Queens
land, and yet members opposite charge us 
with taxing the people. We are not taxing 
the mass of the people, but it is quite true 
that this party stands for taxing the wealthy 
few. In other words we stand for 
taking from them for carrying on the govern
ment of the country that which they have 

exploited from the mass of the 
[5.30 p.m.] people. There i's nothing to be 

ashamed of in that. Those men 
may be entitled under the law to get the 
incomes they are receiving, but there must 
be a change in the law, and we must carry 
these taxation proposals in order to increase 
the revenue from incomes above £3,000. The 
incomes from property and personal exertion 
on which income tax was paid in 1915 amount 
to £10,715,045. In 1916 the amount was 
£12.514.363, or an increass for that year of 
£1,799,318. If we are ruining Queensland, 
how does it come about that these returns 
are such as they are ? 

Hon. J. TOLMIE: Nature fought against 
you successfully. That is the reason why. 

)'fr. COLLIJ'<S: I do not understand that 
conundrum. If, as the hon. member says, 

Nature did the whole of it, then the whole 
of the arguments used by the Opposition 
fall to the ground. They have not a leg to 
stand on. If Nature has done it, why blame 
the Government as you have blamed them? 
It is juc-t as well to give the grand total 
according to this return. In 1915 the total 
assessments was £16,095,766, and in 1916 
£17,713,702, an increase for 1916 of £1,,617,936. 
That does not go to show ruination. It is 
quite true that a larger number of persons 
paid income tax for 1916. I notice, too, that 
there is a greater number of employees who 
have had to pay income tax-over 1,00Q
and I am very pleased that they are paying 
it. 

It has been argued by our opponents that 
the land tax falls upon the farmer; that the 
farmer is paying the land tax, we are told, 
from time to time. I am tired of replying to 
that silly argument, because it is not based 
on fact. 'l'hey can bring forward no proof 
to show that the farmer is paying the land 
tax. I want to quote a table given in 
answer to questions asked by :Mr. Dunstan, 
the hon. member for Gympie, a few weeks 
ago. The questions were as follows:-

" 1. The total amount of land tax col
],•eted during the year ended 30th June, 
1917? 

" 2. Amount of land tax paid during 
the '·ame year by farmers, dairymen, 
graziers, and fruitgrowers, with lan<l 
not exceeding 1.280 acres? 

" 3. Percentage of land tax paid by 
farmers, dairymen, graziers, and fruit
growers mentioned in question 2? 

"4. Amount of relief granted to 
farmers, graziers, and agriculturists 
through drought and other losses? 

" 5. Relief from income tax granted 
to farmers, graziers, and agriculturists 
who were assessed for land tax?" 

'l'he answers were as follows :-
" 1. £362,534 lls. 5d. 
" 2. Land tax assessments were as· 

follows:-
£ 8. d. 

Farmers (with land not 
exceeding 1,280 acres) 25,291 9 3 

Dairymen (with land 
not exceeding 1,280 
acres) 3,936 2 2 

Graziers (with land not 
exceeding 1,280 acres) 

Horticulturists 
Fruitgrowers 
Vignerons 

5,355 16 6 
55 5 2 

722 13 10 
72 2 4 

£35,433 9 3 
"3. 9.8 per cent. 
" 4. 716 cases, amounting to £21,370 

17s. 9d. 
" 5. 427 eases, amounting to £786 

17s. 9d." 

In other words, only 9.8 per cent. of the per
sons mentioned in this table paid land tax. 
I want to get it into " Hansard " so as to· 
g-et it before the farmers right throughout 
Queensland, so that they will know that they 
are not paying the land tax. The howl that 
is going on at the present time in regard to 
the land tax is coming from people who own 
property of an unimproved value of oyer 
£2,500. They are the ones who are crymg 
out, especially property-owners in the cities. 
and towns. It IS just as well that the people 
of Queensland should be shown that the-

Mr. Collins.] 
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statements made by hon. members opposite 
:tl'C not founded on facts. I am sorry indeed 
that the land tax report is not before this 
Chamber. I am one of those who believe 
that before ''"e discuss the Financial State
men~ all the reports should be placed before 
Parl!ament. (Hear, hear!) I was anxious 
!o diSCU'"; the land tax report. I discussed 
Jt nt great length last year. and I am satis
fied that when we do get that report it will 
shmy that a few estates in Queensland are 
paymg the bulk of the land tax that is 
being paid in Queensland. 

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear,' hear ! 

::\l[r. VOWLES (Dalb_v) : I am very glad 
t:;. hav:P an opportumty to speak on the 
Ji manc1al Statement, because I think that 
that document is the most important one 
t~at is tal;Jlcd in Parliament during any ses
swn. It IS one that we members look for
ward to as containing the chief business that 
we have to discuss, and it is one that is looked 
forward to by the general public with a good 
deal of anxiety. I regret, like the last hon. 
member who spoke, that when we come to 
discuss the Financial Statement we have not 
all the reports in our hands. (Hear, hear!) 
\Ve have the belated Auditor-General's re
port. b\:';t that only deals with part of the 
~ransactwns of the Government. The most 
Important criticisms-those dealiniT with 
State cnt_erprises, in regard to which" we are 
a_ctually m the dark as members of this Par
ham<;nt-arc not before us. and we will not 
be IJ'IYen an opportunity this session of dis
cmsmg many matters of vital importance. 

Mr. PETERSON: You ha ye got the Auditor
General's report. 

2\lr. VOWLES: We have not the Auditor
Gencra_l's ruport on State f'nterprises. We 
are gomg to get a further report. 

::\fr. H. L. HARTLEY : Can't vou get it on 
the J<~stimates? • 

. ::\Ir. VOW:J;.ES: We may be able to get 
It on the Estimates, but that is not a matter 
for congratulatjon .. I sincerely trust it will 
com_e. fonyard m time for ns to be able to 
criticise It: Quite . recently I have been 
mteres~ed m a public enterprise in connec
tiOn With Wando Vale. A remarkable thing 
about that appears in the Auditor-General's 
report. .If hon. m'embers look at page 9 
and agam on page 15, they will find two 
~·eferences. Just to show how misleading it 
IS : \V e know now and the general public 
k1;ow that the price paid for that property 
With the stock on it, was £82,000. ' 

Mr. H. L. HARTLEY: I rise to a point of 
·order. 

:Mr. VOWLES : That matter is settled now 
and I am not going into the merits of th~ 
,case. 

Mr. H. L. HA,R!i'LEY : I ask, will the 
h.on. member be m order in discussing the 
pu~chase pnce of W ando V ale, seeing that 
1t 1s now before a court of justice? 

Mr. VOWLES: It is finished. 
. ~1r. PETERSON: \Ye do not know that it is 

fimshed. 

'l'he CHAIRMAN: Have I the assurance 
·of the hon. member that the case is finished? 

JYfr .. VOWLES: That is so. I am not 
go;ng mto the melits of the case. I am only 
·gomg to refer to one or two items. 
.,. Mr. H. L. HARTLEY: We have not got the 
·_eport. Judgment has not been given. 

[Mr. Gollins. 

Mr. VOWLES : The report is not before 
us, but everything has been disclosed. You 
will find on page 15, " purchase of W ando 
Vale £72,000," which we know to be correct, 
and in unforeseen loan expenditure on page 
9 you will :find " Purchase of W ando V ale 
Station, £28,620." The only reason I am 
referring to that is this : that the evidence 
show' that item is £10,000. There is 
£18,620 unaccounted for. The information 
elicited the other day by a question by the 
hon. member for Winton shows that the 
only stock purchased in addition to those 
taken over with the station were 130 stud 
bulls. and yet that item shows a difference 
of £18.620. Probably it has something to 
do with the cost of management and upkeep, 
but, dealing with this document as a docu
ment, how can I, apart from that inquiry, 
intelligently discuss that matter when you 
have a bare figure like that and when we 
know the figures are £18,620 more than was 
actually paid in cash. I say that in passing 
to show how necessary it is that we should 
have every detail when we are discussing 
the"'' matters so that we can go into them 
properly. If not, we cannot criticise them 
as we should. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBI,IC INSTRUCTION : 
Do you blame the Auditor-General for not 
giving correct figures? 

Mr. VOWLES : The Auditor-General tells 
us he is going to give us a further report. 
As busine'-S men we cannot criticise the 
:finances when they give us bare statements 
and no details. The only opportunity we will 
get of discussing the matter is when this 
document comes along. I am not in a posi
tion to discuss that matter now, because we 
have not got the information. 

Mr. PAYXE: The Auditor-General says he 
is going to put it in a special report. 

c\ir. VOWLES : I know that, but when we 
are dealing with transactions which run 
into half a million of money, we ought to 
see how that money is being expended; 
whether it is being expended judiciously 
and wisely. 

To get to the Financial Statement; we 
are asked this year to find the sum of 
£8,749,000 for the public service. When the 
Donham Governm'ent went out of existence 
the amount necessary to carry on the ser
vices of the State then was £7,199,000. On 
that am·aunt of money, and on less amounts 
in previous years, the Denham Adminis
tration consistently showed surpluses. Since 
this Government has been in existence, for 
some reason or other--

Mr. PAYNE: War and drought. 

Mr. VOWLES: War and drought have 
got nothing to do with it. They have had 
increased amounts to handle and they always 
come out on the wrong side. They had dur
ing the last three years £3,000,000 more than 
the Denham Government had in any three 
years. and notwithstanding that they come 
out this year, with the biggest revenue ever 
produced in Queensland, about a quarter of 
a million on the wrong side. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTll.DCTION : 
They had paid over a million in increased 
wages. 

Mr. VOWLES: When the estimates were 
tabled last year, provision was made in every 
department foi' increased exp<Wditure on 
account of the war. Every time when a 
::\1inister was asked to explain the larger 
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cost for the carrying on of hi3 department, 
he said: ''Additional money is being asked 
on account of the increased cost of materials," 
and so on. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
Do you not know that the railway revenue 
did not come up to expectations? 

Mr. VOWLES: I know it did not come up 
to expectations, but the expenditure has 
gone up in leaps and bounds. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: Wages and materials. 

Mr. VOWLES: Extra cost of materials 
has very little to do with the railways; it 
is the wages which is doing it. If the 
Governmen~ want to study economy, they 
can study 1t through the Railway Depart
ment. They realise that from the fact that 
they have a departmental commission work
ing a~ ~he present time, and they have a 
commission composed of members of this 
House inquiring into the cost of manage
ment of the railways. Economy is neces
sary, and we are asked how it can be 
practised; whether we would cut down 
wages. We do not advocate the cutting 
down of wages. What we advocate is that 
t~e men in the Railway Department should 
gJVe value for the wages received. The 
Commissioner say•> that; I don't care who 
says to the contrary, I know from my own 
observations that that is the ke:v of the 
~ituation. I saw an instance quite' recently 
m my own electorate, where it was necessary 
for a truck to be sent from the railway 
st~tion up to the J:lutter factory to be filled 
>nth butter, and 1t took five men to take 
that truck up half a mile. 

Mr. H. L. HARTLEY: You could not get 
any five men on your side to push a truck. 

Mr. VOWLES: The thing is absurd; and 
when these men wore taxed about it by the 
manager of the butter factor0• they said: 
'·.We ,I,rms~ get. out ?f the boss's sight some
hm~s. 'Ihat 1s gomg on at every railway 
statwn. As far as my own town is concerned 
-and I am speaking from a knowledge of it 
-we have more men emplovod than >VC ever 
had at any time in the past, when '"' were 
handling far more traffie than we are now. 
We h~ve men tumbling over one <Lnoth<'r, not 
knowmg how to get out of one another's 
;oad. The Railw"Y. Dep~rtment is a dump
mg ground for findmg bdlets for men and 
if th.at. sort. of thing is going to go o~, th~ 
deficit IS gomg to get higher and higher. 

M·r. H. L. HARTLEY: Do vou sav that 
accounts for the Ios' of £1,000,000. · 

Mr. YOWLES: I do not say that aeeounts 
for the loes of the whole :81,000,000. but I say 
economy must be practised-th"t is, the 
proper economy-to see that you are getting 
full value for :your money. •· Land monopo
lists," as the,\ are called, t.re able to make a 
succe'; of their businesc, but the Government 
is not able to make a success, and that is the 
re01son-that one is a phihnthropic concern 
and the other is not. ' 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
It is because railways have been run through 
vacant land, and the hol·ders should be made 
to put them to proper use, or be taxed. 

Mr. '!0\V:LES: The S<t'Jle thing apnlies in 
other drrechons. As far as Crown lands are 
concerned, when the gcner"l public enhance 
the value of vacant Crown bnds, the Govern
ment nc·ver turn round and divido up the 
Bpoils. The time is coming in Queensland 
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when we are getting, without doubt, taxation 
imposed merely on ono class of the people. 
W c are getting to that stage where political 
representation is granted to a class of the 
community who are suffering no taxation. I 
say this: that if people want to have the 
rights of citizens, they should bear some pro
portion of the cost of carrying on tili.e 
country. It is not a fair thing that any Go
vernment should be a partisan Gove,·nment 
in that respect, and that its taxation should 
be directed altogether against one class of 
persons to the exclusion of another. If that 
sort of thing is going to go on, it simply 
means this-that you are going to have one 
section of the community in the position of 
drones, and the bees will be doing all the 
work. 

Mr. H. L. HARTLEY : It is the drones uhat 
are getting all the revenue now. 

Mr. VOWLES: With regard to income tax, 
the first year nf this Government they levied 
in taxation :8517.000 in income tax. In 1915 
they received £760.000, and in 1916 £756,000. 
That means that during the last two years 
ther~ has been taken out of the pockets of 
the people, who are creating wealth, an addi
tional £250.000 of money more than in 1~14. 
Is that am· encourag-ement to enterpnse? 
The "hole "of our legislation-the whole of 
our taxation-is going in that .:Erection, so 
that it will not be worth a man's while in 
the future to be industrious or thrifty. \Ve 
h<Lve other legislation and taxation to con
sider far more important in its incidence 
than the tax<ltion of the State, because 'from 
the taxation we are asked to pay from the 
Fe·deral point of view we are getting full 
Yalue, and we are not getting it from the 
State taxation, and vet the State taxation is 
larger in proportion "than the other. 

Mr. H. L. HAR'rLEY :. So it should be, too. 
Mr. VOWLES: No. It should not be, 

under present conditions, because the general 
public are bPing bled by the State of the 
money that is being taken from them, which 
is monev that could be diverted into oa better 
quarter,' and that is towards the cost of help
ing to keep the war going and maint<1ining 
our soldiers ,at the front. 

Mr. H. L. HARTLEY : Bunkum ! 

Mr. VOWLES: The hon. member for Fitz
roy thinks that bunkum, but it should be the 
first consideration that the money which is 
available 'from the taxpayers' pockets, the 
surplus money over and above their neces,\i
ties, should go in that direction first, and not 
in the upkeep of p,litical departments and 
the crefiting of billets for fhe friends of hon. 
gentlemen opposite. · 

Speaking of the railways, last year they 
lost £744,000. and under the new log of wages 
another £450,000 a year, approximately, will 
h<lve to be found. That means that the rail
wa:yc> under present conditions must fall back 
to the extent of £1,000,000 during the present 
year. If you look at the rate that is being 
earned by the railways you will find that the 
percentage on capital outlay is the lowest for 
manv vears. It is down to £2 lls., and, not
withstimding that, we "re going back at the 
rate of £1,000,000 a :year. How is that going 
to be overcome? I S{>,V that it will be neces
sary to put further burdel:; on the public. 
I see that the Government are going to issue 
short-dated bills to pay off the £250,000 
deficit. As to w:hcther thc;y can do that I am 
going to refer later on. I doubt very much 
whether Treesnry bonds, or debentures, oon 

Mr. Vowks.] 
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be issued in that case. I doubt the leg;dity 
as to whether they <:an pay off that deficit by 
short-dated loan bills. It is proposed to raise 
money by puttmg on fresh taxation in two 
directions as far as the railways are con
cerned. That is affecting the primary pro
ducer. The men who produce cattle and the 
men who produce wool have to suffer. Hon. 
g~n~lemen opp~site forget that when they are 
hittmg at the big man-the big wool company 
and the big cattle king-they are hitting just 
the same at the smaller man who is engaged 
in the pastoral industrv. Every man who has 
a hide to send clown to market has to suffer. 
Every man who sends his ten bales of wool to 
market has to suffer. I ask hon. gentlemen : 
Do they consider that because a man earns 
,his money by growing wool, or by selling 
hi-d~s or tallow,. ~s the case may be, he is in 
a different position than the man who is a 
small storekeeper in a town or receivina- his 
regular wages from a Government in~titu
tion? 

ThE' SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
You forget the big increase in the prices of 
all those products. 

Mr. VOWLES : I do not forget the tre
mendous losses they suffer at other times. 
You have to average up the losses and the 
profits in the pastoral i'ndustrv and the 
Governm<;r:t rea!ise that themselve~-and they 
are reahsmg It now if I am corrcctlv 
informed-because I hear on good authority 
tha~ a large number of cattle they own have 
verished by pleuro. We have had no infor
mation on that in this House. I would like 
to point out that during last year-1916-7 
-this Government expended the sum of 
£621,461 on what is known as unforeseen 
expenditure. If you luok up the records in 
" H ansarcl " you wi !I find there was no man 
speaking in this Chamber who declaimed 
louder than the present Treasurer did that 
unforeseen expenditure should not be in
dulged in, and yet we find hi's Government 
Pxpendcd £621,000 in one year. If you look 
at page 12 of the Auditor-General's report, 
clause 29, you will see the following:-

"This question of unforeseen expendi
ture has been frequently ventilated and 
so far back as 1884, I find the' the,;_ 
Auclitor_-Gen~ral (Mr. W. L. G. Drew) 
stated m his annual report to Parlia
ment-

" ' I respectfully submit that under 
such conditions as the foregoi;,g, the 
control. of Parliament over the publie 
expenditure of the colony is little more 
than nominal, and that an early 
amendment of the law, in this as well 
as in other respects referred to in 
former reports, is essential. In no other 
colony within the British Dominions 
enjoying responsible government, tha.t 
I am acquainted with. would it be 
possible to systematically exceed the 
amounts. deliberately appropriated by 
the Legislature for the public works 
and serviCes.' " 

:\fotwithstanding that, and notwithstanding 
the fact that that has been quoted by the 
TrPctsurer himself and the members of the 
present Govern!"'ent, they are carrying on 
the sa;me practiCe, and it is getting higher 
nnd higher. It was £615,000 last year and it 
is £621,000 this year, and we have no control 
oYer that. mon.ey. \V e hn;ve JC!O knowledge 
of what IS bemg clone With It. It is not, 
done with parliamentary authority, and 
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there is a very great donbt as to the legality 
of it as is evidenced by the fact that the 
Auditor-General himself says, on page 16, 
clause 40-

" With regard to the purchase of station 
and other properties, it would appear 
from certain expressions in the records 
relating to these purchases that Govern
ment debentures constitute part of the 
purchase money. 

"I am advised, however, by the Crown 
Solicitor that, in a legal sense, deben
tures under the Government Loan Act 
of 1914 cannot be appli'ed in payment 
of the purchase money of stations." 

That is so and I am going to read the 
snctions of' the Act. The Auditor-General 
goes on-

,, ·what really happens is-' the pur
chase money of the stations is provided 
from unforeseen expenditure under war
rants signed by the Governor, but not 
countersigned bv me.' I am aware that 
the power of the Executive in this respect 
i"s practically unlimited. 

"I am informed that it is, in effect, 
made a condition of the purchases that 
some portion of the price should be 
invested by the purchaset; in Government 
debentures, which are issued under the 
authority of the Government Loan 'Act 
of 1914. 

"I have been advised b¥ the Hon. the 
Attorney-General that there is no legal 
obj<>ction to my countersigning deben
tures under these circumstances." 

\Vith all clue respect and deference to the 
opinions of the Hon. the Attorney-General, I 
would like to refer hon. members to the 
1915 statutes. page 6255, under the heading 
of "Loans." It >ays there very distinctly, 
in clause 3-

" It shall be lawful for the Governor 
in Council to raise by way of loan for 
the public service of the State such 
several sums of monE-y, not exceeding in 
the whole the sum of eight million two 
hundred and forty-five thomand and 
~ixtv-eight pounds, as may be required 
~or 'the s:,veral purposes following, that 
IS to say. 

Then it details the purposes; first of all is 
railways-giving the different railways, and 
how the monev is to be allocated. Then the 
purchase of wire netting, tho Sugar Works 
Act of 1911, loans to public bodies, and to
war-ds making good the deficits on loans 
issued under the Government Loan Acts of 
1908, 1910, and 1911. Those are the only 
avenues in which that money can be ex
pended. Yet we find that, although the 
Auditor-General takes exception to it-he 
said it was without legal authority-we have 
the Crown Solicitor and the Attorney
General advising him that he could issue 
Treasury bonds or Treasury debentures by 
authority of thi' Act for the purchase of 
cattle stations. 

Mr. STEVE!i'S: Not the Crown Solicitor. 

Mr. VOWLES: No; the Crown Solicitor 
says it is illegal, but the Attorney-General 
says there is no legal objection. I submit 
that is a remarkable position when the Attor
ney-General di.agrees with his Crown Solici
tor-when the Crown Solicitor confirms the 
attitude adopted by the Auditor-General; 
when the Auditor-General refused to counter
sign-as he refused to countersign on other 
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<:>~ca~ions-;vhen he says the authority is not 
given to h1m under the Act, and the Attor
ney-General says he can. I notice that dur
ing last year a sum of £1,257,800 was 
obtained by debentures issued under the 
auth_or~ty _of that Act. That is all very well, 
but It IS JUst a bald statement, and it is not 

sufficient for the purposps of the 
[7 p.m.] House that it should appear in 

the Financial Statement in a 
lump sum. Included in it, as I have pointed 
out, are very large sums of money which 
have been expended without the authority 
of this House, which I claim have not been 
•expended in accordance with that Act not
withstanding the fact that the Att,;rney
General says he disagrees with the Crown 
Solicitor, that the Auditor-General is author
ised to countersign the debentures. 

Dealing with St_ate enterprises, of which 
we have some partwulars, we find that again 
the State sawmills have worked at a loss. 
They have made a gross profit on their turn
ov~r of 13 per cent., or ;88, 746; but it was 
pomted out by the Auditor-General that 
when you write up against that the interest 
_and depreciation and other charges, they 
have made a net loss amounting to £1,913. 

Mr. MooRE: And they pay no taxes. 

:\1r. VOWLES: They paid no rates, and 
I understand they do not pay compensation 
under the \Yorkers' Compensation Act. Is it 
not a remarkable thing that a business like 
that, taken over as it 'vas with all stocks of 
timber, logs in the yard, logs in the forest 
at Taromeo, and a quantity of supplies in 
cvPry direction, with an up-to-·date plant and 
a full complement of men-taken over as a 
going concern from private owners "rho were 
able to carry it on at a profit-is it not 
strange that immediately the Government 
take it in hand it should show a deficit over 
two successiye ye':rs? If that is a sample 
of !he ".·ay m. whiCh they are going to run 
then pnvate mstitutions, it can only end in 
msolvency. Notwithstanding the history of 
oth~r StRtes, !he <;iovernment are going 
further ah0a-d m spite of the fact that in 
Western Australia the business of State 
steamers was a huge failure; here we find 
the Government trying to get this House to 
sanction the taking over of steamers by the 
Government, which J?U~t necessarily, from 
the way they run theu mstitutions, turn out 
a loss to the people. 

Large sums of money are being spent from 
0ur trust funds in the improvement of land 
for returned soldiers. We have criticised the 
methods by which _that money is being spent, 
and we have obJected to this day-labour 
system, because we claim that the soldiers 
?' the land, whichever you like to charge 
Jt up to, do not receive 20s. in the £1 for 
the work done. That was amply proved in 
the Beerburrum district, where contract work 
was done at a much eh ea per rate than on 
adjoining properties where dav labour was 
used. We have only to look ~t the records 
of the House to find how work was done at 
the " Government stroke " at the site of the 
abattoirs on the Ipswich line, where it cost 
£13 17s. 6d., I think, for clearing the land 
and £255 a mile for erecting a fence. If 
t~at sort of thing is going to go on, it 
"Imply means that our trust funds will not 
b? judiciously spent, and there will be a loss. 

In to-day's "Courier " there is a report of 
a meeting of the Tiara Shire Council, and, 
as it refers to the subject of Crown lands for 
the purpose of settling soldiers, I think it 
would not be out of place if I were to read 
it here and put it into " Hansard." It be6rs 
out what has been contended by this side of 
the House in respect of Beerburrum land
that it is a huge mistake, in the first place, to 
put returned men on second-class country, It 
is not good business to be investing public 
trust moneys in securities of that class, 
because eventually they must be neglected 
and abandoned, and the money put into them 
will be lost. The report states that Coun
cillor J. McRobert, in accordance with 
instructions, furnished the following report 
respecting the land reserved for soldiers' 
settlement in the parishes of Miva and 
Glenb<tr:-

" ' I am of opinion, after careful inspec
tion, that the land in the Miva settlement 
is quite unsuitable for the purpose for 
which it is set aside, being for iili.e most 
part composed of rough, mountainous 
country, inaccessible in many places, and 
quite useless for grazing purposes, unless 
thrown open in two large blocks, and 
even in that case it would only be of use 
to adjoining settlers, being <tlmost devoid 
of surface water-in fact, most of the 
blocks surveyed are almost dry. The few 
acres of available grazing land on each 
block are of inferior quality, and I con
sider it would be an absolute impossi
bility fo1· anyone, with their health and 
strength-let alone anyone who may be 
minus a limb or broken in health-to 
make a bare existence on a majority of 
the blocks, ev-en after the expenditure of 
the surr.; of money that will be made 
available to soldier settlers. This settle
ment is served by the Kilkivan Railway 
line, and the distance would be anything 
from 7 to 12 miles, with a bad cross
ing over Munna Creek, which is un
croc·iable for considerable periods in wet 
weather. The foregoing remarks 6pply in 
the ma.in to the land set apart in the 
parish of Glenbar, only that <t bigger 
area of the country is not quite so inac
cessible. Against that, it is further from 
the railway line, the approximate dis
tance being from 12 to 18 miles. This 
is inferior grazing land, and I con
sider it my duty to say that, in my 
opinion, the land is quite unsuitable for 
the purpose of settling r<?turned soldiers.' 
The report recommended th<tt the council 
should decline to take any responsibility 
in connection with the expenditure of 
public money for the improvement of 
roads through the blocks in question, and 
suggested that the Lands Department 
should be asked to refrain from spending 
any further money until the land had 
been su_fficiently occupied to warrant such 
expenditure. 

" 'Having had o('ular proof of the 
quality of the land that is being reserved 
for returned soldiers, the thought is 
forced upon me, " Is the country in 
earnest in the matter? " If so, then the 
sooner the scheme is placed in the com
petent hands of men who have a practical 
knowledge of what is required, and how 
to go about it, the sooner will Queemland 
be saved this everlasting disgrace. This 
may appear a sca.thing criticism of wlHlt 
is dangled before the eyes of the public 

Mr. J1 mgle.s.~i 
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as a good thing; but facts are stubborn 
things, and are painfully patent in this 
cese to anyone who has a knowledge of 
the land.'" 

Mr. H. L. HARTLEY: Who signed that 
letter? 

Mr. VOWLES: It is an article that 
appeued in to-day's "Courier," and it gives a 
report from Councillor McRobert, of the Tiara 
Shire Council. That is the opinion of men who 
have no object in discounting the land in this 
localitv. They simply give as the opinion of 
the shire that the Government should be fair, 
and not put men on land of this kind. It 
does no good to the men; it does not give 
them H fair chance: and it is not fair to the 
public funds which are going to be squan
dered on the land. There are hundreds and 
thousands of acres of other land-good land
which can b0 made reproductive. Trere is 
land in my own district which the Govern
ment have had on their hands !or twelve 
months. I refer to Cecil Plaim. The Go
vernment do not seem to know what thev are 
going to do with that land. If the.v do !{now, 
it is time they got H move on, as they could 
not put soldiers on a better place. A quarter 
of a million of money ·has been ~ied up in 
Cecil Plains for tweh·e months, and, taking 
that at 4 per cent., that means an ,_wnual loss 
of £10,000 to the public. The owners of that 
land paid Rtate land tax to the ox\ ent of 
£8,000, and the land should be made r<'pro
ductive. At present we ere losing on it at 
the rat<> of about £20.000 a year. As long as 
Cecil Plains is unseleeted, it costs a certain 
amount d money for wmebody to look aftPr 
th.: l<md .,-,nd the improvements. 

Mr. H. L. HARTLEY: One of your memberJ 
said the other day that it was no good. 

Mr. VOWLES: He did not say it was no 
good; he said it was absolutely ridiculous 
to cut it up into 160-acre blocks. There is 
anv amount of good land there which can 
be· cut up into 640 acre or 1.280 acre blocks. 
on which anybody could make a living, and 
that is where the soldiers should be settled. 
The gen•·ral public are interested in this 
matter, not because they want to harass the 
Government, but because they want to do 
the best thing they can for the soldiers, and 
because they want 'to get the b<'~t investment 
thev can foi· the Savings Bank money which 
is put into this business. Speaking about 
the Savings Bank money, I recollect that 
the Government borrowed £1,500,000 from 
the Savings Bank, and that money is sup
posed to be there at call, but it will be 
squandered if it is spent as money has been 
expended in the past by the presept Govern
ment. I often wonder whether there was 
authoritv for th(' Treasurer to borrow from 
that fund, but it seems to me there is no 
rule now ; you can do as you like. 

There is another matter on which I should 
like more information, and that is the Im
perial meat fund account. We know from 
th<' rcpnrt ofl" the Auditor-General that the 
total expenditure for the year was £5,100,000. 
It mav be said that that is provided by the 
Imperial Gov<'rnment, and that we are not 
interested in the matter. because it is money 
belonging to the Imperial Government. But 
we ~re interested in the adminiscration of the 
fund. which must be done by our public 
scn·ants. and we want to know whether any
thiLg is being charged against the fund for 
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the proportion of the time of our publir> 
servants which is utilised in its administra· 
tion. Further than that, ''Ve want to find 
out how much money has been spent in the 
way of legal expenses. We know that a 
lot of agreements had to be settled, and we 
want to know how the money has been dis
bursed, and who got the cash. We have 
some particulars here of the • Mooraberrie 
cattle steal-deal, I should say. That little 
bit of burglary cost the State £4,349 in 
legal expenses alone. That case is not settled 
yet, and there will be a tremendous lot of 
legal expenses before it is settled. On page 
22 of the Auditor-General's report it is stated 
that the fees to barristers in the Mooraberrie 
cattle case amounted to £1,564 ; that the 
cost of adjournment was £620; and that the 
travelling- expenses of the Crown Solicitor 
and legal assistants to Melbourne and legal 
expense· incurred amounted to £639. ·we 
have a legal department in Brisbane, but in 
spite of that it cost us £639-apart from 
counsel's fees-to prosecute our case in Mel
bourne. Further down we have the infor
mation that the expenditure incurred by the 
Department of Justice in connection with 
thi3 ea 'e was £349, and that does not include 
such items as typewriting fees, . s~orthand 
writers' fees, and telegrams. Prmtmg and 
telegrams cost £116. the shorthand writers' 
fees amounted to £276, and the typewriting 
in Melbourne ran into £251. 

Mr. PAY"E: Do you call that excessive? 

Mr. VOWLES : I do not know the details. 
\Ve want to know who got those fees, and 
at what rate they were paid. Further down 
we have the case of Mum·o v. Queensland, 
in which the costs to the plaintiff were £54& 
and barristers' fees £138. In the case of the 
Reynolds and Flemington Meat Pre,erving 
Company v. Queensland. the barristers' fees 
amounted to £181. As far as I can see, the 
whole thing 1s composed of legal fees. 

An HONOURABLE ME:IfBER: What about the
constnble? 

:JY1r. VOWLES: _Constable Balfour received 
an allowance of £4 6,,_ &d. "hile absent at 
Mooraberrie. (Laughter.) I notice, also, 
that there is a sum of £37,452 to the credit 
of the Treasury trust fund in connection 
with the embargo fees paid for stock going 
ocross the border. \Ve 'hould have particu
lars of these matters; we should know how 
many people paid for their stock crossing 
the bor-der, and we should also know how 
manv stock crossed the border. We ought 
to b~ in a position to compare those figures 
with the figures given in the travelling stock 
returns at the border towns. It is absolutely 
uc>eless to tell us that we have a credit bal
ancf' of £37,452. It might just as well be 
£17,000 or £57,000. We should have details 
of th<' matter, and not a bare statement. 

Tbe proposal of the Government. for find
ing the necessary ways and means IS further 
taxation. We are asked to pass a super land 
tax and to repudiate existing contracts with 
Crdwn lessees, so that their rents may be 
increased at a different rate from that at. 
which it was agreed they should be increased 
when thev took up the land. How can the 
Government expect the Opposition to agree 
to such a measure? We have always 
opposed the principle of repudiation, and 
we will do it again, I presume ; I know I 
will. The intention of the Government is 
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to get at the pastoralists and at every man 
on the land. The men in the far Western 
districts may be making good money now, 
but you have to balance one year with 
another. For some years they suffered tre
mendous reverses through loss of ctock, and 
now, because they are having a prosperous 
time, we want to fleece them and take no 
notice of their losses in the past. These 
men, because they live in remote places, 
have to pay exorbitant freights on all the 
necessaries that go up there and the material 
required in carrying on their businesses. 
They have had to pay increased freights for 
bringing down their wool and general pro
duce to market. Does the Government realise 
that there is taxation in the air from a 
Federal point of view, that the profits of 
these men even now are going to be taxed 
at a very big rate, and that their returns 
are nothing like what hon. members oppo
site believe them to be? If the Crown made 
a bad contract. with these men, it has no 
more right to step in and attempt to repu
diate it than any private individual would 
have to ask a court or p,uJiament to undo 
an agreement it had solemnlv entered into in 
its sane sens2s. I. for one,~ cannot consent·, 
while I am sitting in opposition, to agree 
to legislation, the effect of which will be the 
repudiation of existing agreements. The 
Treasurer tells us that thev have observed 
the strictest economv and "that monev has 
been judicially expended, but I ,vould like 
to see evidence of that. \V e cannot see 
evidence of sufficient return for th" money 
expended. Is the Government going on 
with its public enterprises, in face of the 
fact that butchers' shops are yet a failure? 

M:r. CARTER: That is not true. State insur
ance has shown £50,000 profit. 

~1r. VOWLES: I am talking about busi-
DE''"4S. 

Mr. CARTER: The State stations are a 
SUCC€",'3, 

l\Ir. VOWLES: We know nothing about 
the State stations. I know that the Govern
ment may have suffered a big loss of stock 
through pleuro. A large number of valuable 
st~ck have. died quite recently, and they have 
sa1d nothmg about it. (Government inter
j<'ctions.) It is quite correct. I know all 
about it. and it is being suppressed like 
everything else. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRCCTION : 
You cannot prove that, any more than you 
can prove the other statements you made. 

Mr. VOWLES: With regard to these 
public undertakings, they have taken the 
sawmills over as a going concern. For the 
butchers' shops the;t· have shown a profit, but 
how have they made that profit? 

Mr. CARTER: You said a little while ago 
that they were a failure. 

1Ir. VOWLES: Of course they are. If 
you take a man's goods for 2d. or 2~d.-or 
whatever the price may be-and retail them, 
like the Government did, at a profit of 
£26.000 on the surplus meat they took from 
the growers. they cannot possibly lose when 
they are carrying on business on those lines. 
The same thing applied last year. The 
profits on the State butchers' shops were 
made up by retailing meat in the open 
market in the South. 

The PREMIER: No; that i"s not true. 
Mr. VOWLES : That is the way they are 

going on. They " burgle" the goods from 
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the public and sell them in the market down 
there and put the profit in their pockets and 
say that the business is carried on success
fully. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC INSTRCCTION : 
That is something like your statement about 
the munitions. 

:\1r. VOWLES: I do not see anything 
about those munitions in the Auditor
General's report. I do not see that promised 
statement showing that all those losses which 
were marked off on the last returns were 
going to be created into profits. It is only 
a few weeks ago that the hon. gentleman 
was interjecting that I was wrong, and that 
all those goods were going to be paid for by 
someone. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
Yes, paid by the Commonwealth. 

Mr. VOWLES: Where are the returns? 
The PRE:.!IER : You do not want any 

returns, do you? 

Mr. YOWLES: \Ye want the figures. The 
hon. gentleman's policy is to suppress things 
and make statements here, because he knows 
we are not in a position to contradict him. 
If you look at the returns for last year you 
will find that at Rockhampton it cost £12,000 
for labour and material for munitions to 
create £52 as a result. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
Is not that statement absurd? Your own 
sen·~" ought to tell you that. 

1Ir. YOWLES: That is in the Auditor
General's report. \Vhere is the return to 
:::ho\V that? 

The SECRETARY F'OR Pt;BLIC INSTRUCTION : 
·what is that? 

1Ir. VOIYLES: You gave us to underst'"tlld 
that faulty steel wa~ sent up, and that that 
'·'-"' the came of such a gre<lt loss, and that 
:h~ n•rn0v w·as going to be returned to the 
Government. Has it been returned? We 
have no knowledge of it. Perhaps hon. 
gentlemen opposite have; I see they are put
tint; their heads together. That is why I sa.y 
thes~ returns and their statements are no 
good. If we have ar: Auditor-General's report, 
we must get details, so that the man who 
un~lerstands figures can go into the matter 
properly. The Auditor-General is going to 
gi ''e us a return later on wit:h regard to 
these public enterprises. He wants a special 
commis•ioner to assist him to do it, because it 
is becoming such a huge affair. Until such 
time as we get that, the Financial Statement 
which i8 laid before us is nothing more than 
so much paper and print, and there is no 
business in it. 

:\Ir. POLLOCK (Gregory) : I would like to 
say a few word,, on the Financial Statement 
before it goes through. I must congratulate 
the Treasurer on being able to put forward 
such a satisfactory balance-sheet of the State's 
affairs for the past twelve months. !Hear, 
hear !) Despite the criticism of the Opposi
tion-and it has been of a very futile kind
there i8 stiH something to, be said for a· 
Government which is able to keep the wheels 
O'f industry going in such a. manner. No 
matter where one turns, people are able to 
enjoy themselves, spend money, and live pro
perlv in a manner that is unprecedented iR 
the history of Queensland. There is far less 
indication of povertY among the great mass 
of the people than there has- ever been in the 
history of any Government of Queensland. 

Mr. Pollock.] 
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When we realise these things-that a war has 
been \vaging for three years, and that 50,000 
of our best ·wealth-pro -lucers have been taken 
away to the front, and many of them killed, 
and that this State has been put to a con
siderable expense in providing in some mea
sure for the dependents by means of railway 
passes; that the State has assisted to the 
extem of possibly £100,000 in helping the 
Commonwealth to carrv on the war-when 
all these facts are take'll into consideration, 
it must be patent to evervbodv that a Govern
ment which can maintaiil more than a semb
lance of prosperity in the face of these things, 
which can show actual prosperity and a sub
stantial balance-sheet, "With the probability of 
a surplus at the end of the next financial 
year, something must be said for the Govern
ment. (Hear, hear :) I do not want particu
larly to deal with the State's finances. To 
me they are satisfactorv. I believe that no 
body of men in charge of the affairs of a 
State could have done better during the past 
two years than the Labour Government have 
done. If more expenditure has been indulged 
in by the Treasurer, there is no doubt that 
there has been much justification for it. The 
price of everything- that can be considered as 
being necessary ior building material has 
increased beyond all previous probability. 
Those of us who know exactlv what the 
increase in the cost of building< material is 
must be avrare that for the various depart
ments to come out as well a'' thev have done 
is at least very good financing. The questions 
which have been agitating the minds of the 
people of Queensland during the past few 
months are whether or not the Lrtbour GD-

vernnlent are going to be allo,ved 
[7.30 p.m.] to gm-ern this State< or whether 

a few nominees in the Legislative 
Council are going to govern it. That taken 
in connection ·with the rf'cent shipping 
troubk, and with the strikes throughout Aus
tralia at the preseat time. makes one come 
to th<' conclusion that the G.ovcrnnlf>nt of 
Queensland to-Llay. with the restrictions 
placed on it by the Legislative Council, is 
becoming something of a farce. IY e appealed 
to the people. as is knmvn. on 5th :\lay last 
for the purpose of securi1Jg a vote to enable 
us to abolish the Leo:islative Council. 
Through, to so1ne extent. --n1isrcpresentution. 
and poc,ibly becalhe of the failure of the 
people to grasp the signific,ance of the prob
lem we put to them, thev decided that thev 
were not going to abolis!1 the "Cpper House. 
Yet a Government which has been placed in 
powt>r fo,· the express purpose of carrying 
Dut certain me,lsures. elected as this Govern
ment has been by an Dverwhelming majority, 
must be allowed to carry out their legislative 
programme, and whatsoever stands in the 
wav should b<; removed. That ,seems to be a 
sound principle of constitutional government 
-of government by the people for the people 
-and I say that the hill{'\rance in the way of 
the Queensland Government to-day is the 
Legislative Council. The people have said 
that the Legis~atiw Council is not to be 
removed as yet. and consequently the only 
means whereby this Government can secure 
the passage of their legislation is by flooding 
that Upper :House. I was very pleased to see 
that nine new members were sworn into that 
Chamber yesterday. These men will. I 
believe, give a very good account of them
!!elves, and will assist this Government greatly 
in putting through their legislation. But I 
noticed in a division this afternoon that 
there were only el<Jven members supporting 
a proposal which was supported unanimously 
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by every Government member in this House, 
and wh1ch was passed by this House and sent 
to the Legislative Council for ito approval. 
The 1nnnbQr of Councillors who Yoted against 
the pac,sclge of that Bill \vas thirteen, but 
there were nineteen all told in the Lea"islative 
Council ''"ho would have voted again;;t that 
Bill had it l een nc,cessan- for their votes to 
be cast. In 'the £:lee of' opposition such as 
this. Hnd when we are told that the Gm-m·nor 
is going to ailow tbc Government of this State 
to appoint another four members to that 
Leo:islative Council-! have no official know
led~ge of it. but the '·Courier " said so this 
morning. and the "Courier," according to 
hon. members opposite, must be true. 

Mr. CORSER : You know it is true. 

1\Ir" POLLOCK: I know nothing about it, 
but the '· Courier " said four members are 
still to be appointed. Let us suppose. for 
the sake of argun1ent, that four n1ore n1mn· 
hers are to be appointed to the Upper 
House. That 'vill give the Government 
thirteen no"' appointees which. together with 
the two or three others \vho now support 
GoYernn1ent n1easures, will n1ake about six
teen supporters. 

:\lr. 1\IACARTXEY: That is five rriore than 
you are entitled to. 

;\Ir. POLLOCK: That is a mo~t point, 
as I sh;all presen.tly prov,e to, th,e hon. 
member. I would like to point out that 
these sixteen. and there will probably be 
sixteen of our supporters in the Council if 
the statement in the " Courier " is true--

Mr. CoR~ER: It is in the " Standard." 

:11r" POLLC•CK: \Ye can assume that, if 
the ''Standard" has published it, it is 
quite true" That will leave the Government 
still with a minoritv of anything from three 
to twelve members ii1 the Legislative Council, 
and we know that were it possible for the 
Gon:>-rnnlt'nt to scrure sufficient nominees 
to makr, the voting close in the l!pper House, 
that some of the old chaps \vould be carried 
there on stretchers to record their votes if it 

ccS found nocessarv. That means that the 
Government must have a majority of sup
porters in the Legislative Council to enable 
them to carry out their legislative pro
gramm<;. \V e should be allowed to put m to 
the Lecislative Council sufficient nominees 
t" enable us to carry out our legislation. 
::\ew South \Vales has done something which 
is almost unprecedented in the history of 
self-governing dominions, or so-called self
governing dominions. Its Constitution, like 
the Queensland Constitution, has no pre
scribed limit as to the number of members 
that may be appointed to the Upper House. 
There is no limit as to the smallness of the 
number, nor is there any limit in regard to 
the largenr's of the number of members 
that may be appointed to the Legislative 
Council in either of the two States. The 
number of members in the Legislative Council 
of :'\ ew South \V ales in 1906 was 55; in 1908, 
52 ; 1909, 57: 1910, 54 ; 1911, 49; 1912, 58 ; 
and in 1915 there were 54. The greatest 
number of members in the ::\ew South Wales 
Legislative Council during the past fifteen 
or twenty years, which is as far back as I 
have gone, was 58. During the past session 
of the Xew South \Yales Parliament, the 
Acting Governor of :'\ew South Wales took 
it on his own shoulders, apparently, to 
appoint twent;c"-one new members to the 
Upper House of that State, which gives them 
now a total of 71 members, which is really 
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.Jlhirteen more members than ever the Upper 
·House of !\ew South \.Vales had before. 
That goes to prove that in making appoint
ments to the Upper House there can be no 
prescribed limit. The number of members is 
fixed by custom, and under abnormal circum

'stances, such aS we are fared ,vith in Queens
land to-day, the Government of this State 
should be >;llowed to appoint as many 
members as IS necessary to enabl'3 them to 
mrry out the mandate of the people. 
Although ::Ylr. Justice Cull en nermitted the 
!\ ew South \.V ales Governn1ent, in the 

.absence of its Premier, to appoint those men 
to the Upper House, thev were not faced 
.,-ith "nything like the tr~:ing circurm,tance~ 
that this Government is faced 'vith. The·c 
had no difficulty in putting their legislation 
through the Lower House. nor had thev anv 
difficulty in getting it through the 'tppe'r 
House. Hence, if thev were allowed to 
appoint thirteen more members than were 
ever previously in the LPgislative Council 
of Xew South \Yales, ho> much greater 
ne•:<'ssity is there for the Que0nsland 
Government to be permitted to exercise its 
right-I call it a right-and appoint a suffi
cwnt number to giYe then1 a n1ajorit\ in 
the Upp~r Hou~e of t~is State? Let us 'take 
the pos1hon as 1t apphes at the present time. 
If the Government of Queen~land are unsuc
Ce'Bful ,in P';'tting th~ough this Shipping Bill 
-I beheve It IS a B1ll that is de,ired bv the 
gre:1t mass of the people of Queensland
~h~n "·ha~ P<;sition is thjs. Governm~nt pla.eed 
m I Is 1t m the poo1hon that 1t desnes 
to appoint more than the thirteen members 
and is not allowed to do so either bv His 
Ex< ,,!lency the Governor. or b·.- the Im.perial 
qonrnment: or is it i11 the. position that 
1t has not yet asked for more than thirteen 
m 0 mbers? \Yhile I have no inside kno>dedge 
of the matter. we llllFt assnme that th0 
Premier of Queensland, being· deeirous of 
putting through his l•·g;slation. has gone 
so far as to nrg-e His Excellencv to allow 
him to appoint" more than th1rteen new 
rnembers-in fact, to s0cure as 1nanv as 
'"ould be d<esired to make a ma;orit"v in 
that Chamber. If that is so. ~nd 'onlv 
thirteen members are to be appoint<>d to that 
Chamber, it is not unfair to assume that His 
~xc-~llency, or the Imperial Go,ernment
eJther of them-placed a limit on the number 
0f r:1em~ers who ~ould be appointed to the 
Legislative Counc1l. If that is the case. I 
think that the ?overnment has fairly just 
eause for complamt. In fact. I think that
while I .have no intention of attempting to 
1each H1s Excellency his duty-Keith, who 
IS a noted authority on responsible Govern
nYent in the Dominions, lavs it do•vn that 
the c;iovernor ~s bound _to a"ccept the advice 
of h1s responsible J\fuusters. For instance, 
he says-

" But what is more important still is 
the fact that all these provisions mav be 
read as only applying in the cases w'here 
they subsequently affect the classes of 
subjects m·entioned in their Imperial 
aspe.ct as affecting peopfF and places 
outs1de the colony m question. You can 
legislate as you think fit for vourselv;es 
the Imperial Go\·ernment in ~ffe0t srn·s: 
but you must not without some check 
such as reservation, legislate for us." 

That mC>ans that the functions cf GoYcrnnwnt 
are "" defined bv this noted authoritv that 
ht> tells us clearly that. while we legislate 
for oureelves the Imperial Government dDes 
not say anything to US\' nor do they put any 

obstade in the way of our doing so, but 
immediately we start legislating for them it 
is a hor'·'l of another colour. One can quite 
understand that. In this matter Df the ship
ping question, and in the matter Df making 
those appointments to the Legislative Coun
cil, we are not attempting to kgislate for 
the Imperial Goyernment, nor for any other 
part of the British dominions beyond the 
State in which this Government has juris
dictian. He goes on to say-

" It will be seen that in some cases in 
executive Acts of the ordinary kind, 
n1ore in regarJ to the prerogative o£ 
1n0rcy, and in quite a. nu1nber as regar•ds. 
the resen·ation Df Bills, the GoYernor 
has no Dption but to obey his instructions, 
unlefs hP dP'-ires to be faithless in his 
duty to the Imperial Government." 

Those are Yery :-.trong ·v.;ord''·. He got·') on
" The peculiar nature of hi, position in 
these cases is reflected in the fact that 
the GoYerno1· is entitled under the colo
ninl regnlations to receiYe, and, what is 
more important, does recPive in each case 
ere he a~;;;ents to an Act. an r sRurance 
from his law officer, given as .. uch, that 
the Bill is one which he can properly 
assent to on legal grounds." 

I maintain again here that the appointing 
of more than thirteen members is something 
to which His Excellencv can agree on legal 
groundS. becau~e, as there i~ no limit in the 
Comtitution in the number of appointees, 
that is Yery obvious. He goes on to say-

" And. wlwre there a1'e nnv in,tructions 
.~pccifving the classes of B.ills to be r<:
sen·ed. he adds that thU'e are no provi
sions jn the in~trurtion'3- ~,-hich require 
reserYation. Thn advice is not given by 
the Pre1nier as Pre1nicr, cyen if he hap
pens. us has been the ca~e. to hold the 
position d Attorney-GenE-ral as well: It 
is given as that of the legal advisPr of 
the Governm·. as the Crown law officer, 
as the Commonwealth phntse is, and in 
no cthe1· c:. pacity. and in those cases 
where the Minister of ,J usticP is also 
Attorney-General he expressly gives the 
Dpinion as Attorney-General.'' 

If we can :,afeh- assume on reasonable 
groumls that the Premier has aske·d for more. 
than thirtc.•n appointments. he has asked, 
not as Attorney-General on his legal grounds, 
not as Premier on pPrsonal gmunds, but as 
the head of this Government, who require 
to pass legislatiDn for the people of this 
State. He is in no wav concerned in the 
views of the Imperial Government, because 
he ·does not propose to touch the Imperial 
Government by the appointment of more 
than thirteen members, so that \Ve can 
assun1e that there ag,-ain th~ Pre1nier is 
within his ri<;ht, as Premier and as head 
of the Govemment of this State. Keith 
goes on to say-

" It will be convenient to consider later 
on the cases in which Imperial interfer
ence has been employed in the past. and 
will be used in the future, but the ques
tion here arises of the position of the 
::\finistrv and the GDvcrnor. when a 
Gowrnor, in obedience to his instruc
tions, or what he conceives to be his in
structions, refuses to accept ministerial 
a·dvice. In one point the matter is being 
simplified; it is no longer nece~.;ary, as 
it was even until comparatively late in 
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the last century, for a Governor to act 
on what he deems to be Imperial grounds 
without knowing whether or not the mat
ter whi~h his Ministers intend to do is 
really one considered by the Imperial 
Gc,vernn1ent a ca::::.e for serioll:.S action." 

That does not enter into the question. Keith 
goes o:1-

"In the early days of rcspon-ible Go
vernment, when dhpatches took two 
months to reach Australia, and there was 
no telegraph, the Governor held an awk
ward position; he might either neglect 
Imperial interests, in which case he 
would probably be recalled"--

There is no case of Imperial interests here
" or he might fight with Ministers and 
makP tho place very uncomfortable for 
himself by the process of setting up an 
Imperial interest in which the Imperial 
Government did not happen to be in
terested." 

If those grounds-the grounds advanced by 
one of the most noted authorities in the 
worl-d on constitutional Government and 
British constitutional Government-are sound, 
then it ,eems to me that no serious objection 
can be rais<:'d by His Excellency to the ap
pointment of more than thirteen members to 
the Legislative Council. And I sav that 
wh(•n the Governor-if the Governor 'does
chooses to make an Imperial affair out of an 
affair which has no relation to Imperial 
interests wha"-;oever. then the time must 
come when the people have to app~al to the 
highest tribunal-to appeal, I sav, to the 
Governor's bosses, as it were-to the Imperial 
Government. I sav that in this case if
and I ''--' only supposing-if more than thir
teen members have been refused, then I 
say it is the bounden duty of this Govern
ment to go over the head of the Governor 
and to go to the Governor's bosses-the Im
perie.l Government-and to ask that Govern
ment to allow this State to exercise its 
proper constitutional authority. 

There are some other matters on which 
I wish to touch before I resume mv seat and 
that is tl;e. accusations made by mar:y of 
the Oppos1t10n that members on this side of 
!he House were disloyal. I hardly think it 
IS necessary for members on this side of the 
Chamber to repudiate assertions such at that. 
(Hear, hear !) But there has been more than 
that said, and that is that the men- who are 
out on strilrs at the present time throughout 
Australia, not alone in Queensland, but in 
New South Wales also, were receiving Ger
man gold, and the hon. member for Toowong 
-..vas the gentleman who made that statement. 

Mr .. MACARTNEY: I do not think he did. 
Be accurate .• 

Mr. POLLOCK: Those words were the 
words, as near as I can remember, that the 
hon. gentleman used. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: Quite near enough for 
you. 

Mr. POLLOCK : I think they are near 
enough to be quite correct. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: Use the words themselves 
if you wa11t to be really on the track. 

Mr. POLLOCK: I will use the words. 
I now remember them fairly well. The hon. 
member said, " There is more than a eus
picion that the men who are out on strike, 
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or some of the men out on strike, were in 
receipt of enemy gold." And he said that 
members on this side were also in the swim. 

Mr. J\1AC\RTNEY: No. I said that the strike· 
was fomented by German gold. 

:\fr. POLLOCK : The hon. gentleman now 
says the strike was fomented by German 
gold. That is exactly the same thing. And 
after accusing us of being in the swim, he 
said he did not do anything of the sort. 
But we can let that pass. But we cannot 
allow to pass the accusation that German 
gold was responsible for the strike. Although 
many attempts have been made by the Oppo
sition to assert that every returned soldier
and every soldier who has not gone, but is
still in camp-<ltood aloof from the strike, 
we find that 500 returned soldiers marched 
at the head of the procession of men who 
were out on strike in Sydney. Does the hon. 
gentleman mean to assert that those 500, 
returned men are in receipt of German gold? 

:\fr. }1ACART:-iEY : I asserted nothing of 
the sort. 

Mr. POLLOCK: The hon. gentleman did 
not assert it, because he is not game to 
assert it. 

Mr. MAC.\RTNEY: I will assert what I like 
without asking you. 

Mr. POLLOCK: The hon. gentleman 
asserted it by innuendo, which was none the 
less deplorable and none the less mean. 

Mr. MACARTI'EY: That will not worry me_ 

:'vir. POLLOCK : The policy of the Win
the-war Government is the policy of the 
Opposition, and they will probably have the 
cheek' to come out as a \Vin-the-war party 
before the next elections. 

Mr. lVfACARTNEY: They will never accuse 
you of it, anyhow. 

:\Ir. POLLOCK : The hon. member for 
Bowen has handed me a copy of " Hansard " 
containing the statement made by the hon. 
member for Toowong, and it coincides with 
what I said. It is fairly clear. 

Mr. MACART:-iEY: Read it. Let us have it. 
Mr. POLLOCK: On page 1449 of " Han

sard " the hon. gentleman made use of these 
words--

The CHAIR::\IAN : Order ! The hon. 
member is not in order in quoting from a 
previous debate of this session. 

:\Ir. POLLOCK: I am very sorry, Mr. 
Bertram. The hon. member for Toowon>r is 
verv fortunate, because I intimded to quote 
his· exact remarks. He has squeezed out of 
it again, fortunat'llv for himself. All refer
ences to the fact that the soldiers have taken 
any part in the strike in Sydney have been 
censored by the Prime :Minister under the 
War Precautions Act. 

::Yir. :\1ACARTNEY: I did not know that he 
did that. 

:\lr. POLLOCK: I thought the hon. 
gentleman <lid not take much interest in 
l:'arliamcntarv affairs. If he did not know 
that he evide.ntly knows very little. 

Mr. l\IACIRTNEY: I did not even know that 
the-: led the strike. 

Mr. POLLOCK: If the hon. gentleman 
will come along with me to-morrow, I can 
show him a photograph of the r<'turned 
soldiers leading the strikers, and you can. 
;;ee their badges. 

Mr. MACARTNEY : Was it censored? 
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Mr. POLLOCK: It was not censored from 
.me. The whole position to me is perfectly 
,clear. Mr. Hughes. of course, is desirous 
of assisting the Opposition to defeat the 
Labour party at the rext elections. They 
want to get seven Liberal Governments in 
Australia, Pnd the only way thev have of 

,doing that is to censor from the "Press any 
intimation to the effect that returned soldiers 
!r~ in any way taking any part in the 
Btnke. They will then be able to say that, 
as the returned soldiers are taking no part 
in the strike, the men who are taking part 
in it are dislo;·aL The\ dare not accuse 
the returmd soldiers of beino- dislovaL 
Another remarkable thing that has hatl· 
pencd 1s that tiP !WwspaJl<'rs are not 
allowed to give any information of the fact 
that a whole battalion of soldiers embarking 
for the front refused to go on the trans
port because it was manned bv scab labour 
That is a fact too. and vet ,:eference to it 
has bee_n censored 'from e\·ery newspa p~·r in 
Australia. Further than that. we hrrve 
information-and it is fairlv reliable infor
mation-that there han• been serious dis
turbances in ~e'y ~ealand over thr, conscrip~ 
tion question. Xot a word is allo\\Td to be 
spoken about that. Xot a word spoken in 
tlns House on that question can go outside. 
Yet so.me_ people here are tr:ving to introduce 
~onsc;·1pt10n b:,· means of a petition which 
1s bemg taken round the citv. Thev know 
quite well that if any reference to the Xew 
'Zealand trouble is allowf'd to leak out then 
there is no chance of brin o-ing a bout con-
scription in Australia o 

Mr. MooRE: There is no trouble in ~ew 
Zealand, and you know it very well. 

Mr. POLLOCK : The other da v I asked 
a question in this House with reference to 

·the sending of Australian soldiers to New 
Zealand to quell the riots there but the 
Pr?mier ?i~ not receive any reply from the 
~nme :Wm1ster_ when he asked him a que>-
twn on that pomt. · 

::\lr. MooRE: It was too absurd. 

Mr. POLLOCK: Xo satisfaction has ever 
been given regarding that question. I know 
a woman in Brisbane who received a letter 
from her son on active service in ::'\ew Zea
land. 'What was he doing on active service 
in New Zealand? That is what I want to 
know. Xo satisfactory explanation has been 
afforded by the Prime Minister. In view of 
·the fact that we have heard these repeated 
stories about riots in ::'\ ew Zealand over con
scription and that scores of men have been 
imprisoned for preaching "Xo conscription" 
over there, and in view of the fact that the 
Prim·c Minister and his satellites are main
taining_ a silence on the question, I think 
ther? _1s a g-ood deal of ground for our 
susplc!Ons. Yet, no answer is forthcoming. 
Kot one question regarding the censorship 
is allowed to leak outside this House That 
is one method of bludgeoning the people so 
that they will get absolutelv no informa
tion about this war. The Opposition have 
·told us that· nothing matters but the winning 
of the war. If these things are true, then 
they should be brought to light, so that w" 
can remedy them in order to successfully 
'Prosecute the war. Reference was made bv 
the hon. member for l\:Iurilla to the faCt 
that the men out on strike were not out o::t 
.<lb·ike for the purpose of getting greater 
wages, but they were out for revolution. ]f 
I know anything of revolution, it means thl 

overthrowing of constituted authority in 
order to establish another Government m its 
place. That is the real meaning of revolu
tion. I want to know whether any evidence 
can be brought forward to show that these 
men are out for anything of the kind. 
There has not been one tittle of evidence 
which can convict any man out on strike of 
having any such purpose in his mind. I 
hrrve r~ad the strike evidence fairly closely, 
and I can say that, so far as the strikers are 
concerned, no stick or 'tone or any missile has 
been found on the person of any striker. 
Almost eYerY man who came out on strike 
in New South \Yales wa' penniless a week 
Ol' a fortnight after the strike started. Yet 
we are told that these men who were almost 
without food when theY went out on strike 
did so for the purpose "of starting a revolu
tion against the GoYernn1ent. V\Thy, the men 
\vho were on strike in Queensland passed 
motions of c.cnfi<lence ii!l favour of the 
Government ! Yet they arc accused of being 
out in favour of a reYolution! ::\obodv has 
attempted to im·ade the Houses of p'arlia
mcnt, and nobody has interfered with the 
State Governor or the Governor-General. I 
would like to know where this talk about 
revolution is coming from. 

i\Ir. CARTER: They are only m~sleading 
statements. 

;\Ir. POLLOCK: I now wish to refer to 
other matters. not of so much importance as 
thei3e are, lmt of con.:iderablc in1portance so 
far as the welfare of this State is concerned. 
Ther• i·. in my opinion, a need for an 
an,,•ndmcnt of the Indusn-ial Arbitration Act 
in certain respects. I believe rhat an amend
ing Bill is being introduced in another place, 
and it is pos>ible that a majority of the 

Legislative Council will be able 
[8 p.m.] to pass the amendments they 

desire and submit it to this 
Chamber for the approval of the Govern
ment. If that occurs, I think it advisable 
that a provision should be grafted on the 
Industrial Arbitration Act altering the pro
visions of the Act so far as it anplies to 
miners working in hot places. \\-hen we 
passed the Arbitration Act through this 
House. you will rem em her that it provided 
that miners who worked in a temperature of 
85 degrees Fahrenheit by wet bulb were not 
to work more than six-hour shifts. That 
applies to men who work in hot ends, winzes, 
nnd rises, certain place" in mine,, \vhere men 
are subject to greater disabilities from heat 
than thev ar'· in other portions of mines. 
Those p1;ovisions were f';>lod so far as they 
went, but since thet Bill was passe-d an 
award has been gi,·en by the judge of the 
Arbitration Court in X orth Qu<'0nsland con
taining a provision that the temperatures in 
which shifts of over six hours are to be 
worked are temperatures of more than 82 
degree' by \vet bulb. It is manifestly unfair. 
\Vhen n1en arc working there under an a\vard 
which provides that they should work six
hour shifts in temperatures of oYer 82 
degrees. that we haYe a.n Art of Parliament 
containing the provision I ha Ye mentioned, 
an Act which \Ye consider. and which in 
other respects is, entirely up-to-date and 
which is the best of its kind. I think, in the 
world. I hope that the Government will see 
their way clear to introduce a provision into 
t "e Bill to enable them to amend that tem
perature clause so that men will work six
hour shifts in all temperatures over 82! 
degrees. 

Mr. Pollock.J 
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Now, there are other matters, such as the 
administration of the \Y orkers' Accommo
dation Act, to which I would like to refer. 
I think I may here remark that the Queens
land Governn1cnt sustainHl a ', erv severe 
loc.g when the late Director of Labour left 
his department. I think it can be fairly 
said that ::Yir. Crampton has reorgani~ed that 
department in a way that few men thought 
possible, and much has been done under his 
guidance, but parti'cularly has he organised 
the subdepartment known as the \Yorkers' 
.\ccommodation Department. To-day, in 
Queensland, there is no more actiYe or 
vigilant body of men than the hut inspectors. 
These men have all been supplied with 
motor-car~. and have been able to effect verv 
considerable alterations in the huts in which 
the shearers and others are compelled to sleep 
i'n the \V est. That is a verv good thing so 
far as it has gone, but ( think that an 
expianation should be made for the benefit 
of those who are inclined to think the Go
-vernment slow, that the absence of building 
matErial has prevented many pastoralists 
from lwing able to build their huts. There 
is no doubt that it is almost impossible to 
obtain gnlvani8t-cl iron at the present time, 
and although thP inspectors of huts and the 
Director of Labour haYe pmleaYoured to 
SlC'Ul't' 'other roofing n1aterial. it has not 
bcPn po,sible to obtain the right stuff for 
the IV c't. I hone that difficultY will soon 
be ov0reonl(\ an._d when it is OYerco1ne, I 
think '' e shflll be able to sav. that the accom
modation of the work<'rs th.roughout Queens
land is just what it should be and just what 
i~ should ha-ve been year, ago. 

~Jne other ma.tt<'r to which I might be per
mJtted to r 0 fer is the a.ction of the Govern
ment in granting allo\vanct:s to school 
tf'achf'ri. It has been ;.aid bv. man-e-and I 
think th; re is a great deal of truth in it
that mo;t prtst Governments were decidedly 
in fayour of, or at least had a great leaning 
towards. giving educational facilities in the 
cities and nH!,leeting the country to :1 ••reat 
exteGt. So far as thl.;; GoYern1nent ft:.~c•'=l con
cerrced, I have not had anv cause for ram. 
plaint so far as the district I represent is 
concerned, but I must saY that there seems 
<"· 01 -vei to be a tcndenc}·-not on the r-art 
of tb<: GoY'"rnment, but on the part of the 
people in tlw cities-to expect more in the 
v;ay of educational facilities than are pro
v.idf'd for their fello\vs in the count:"L I 
~mow that p<>ople in the city of Brisbane, for 
wstance, who ar,o compelled to senrl their 
children more than a quarter or half a mile 
tc, school b0come suddenlv imbued with the 
idf'a that the Governme'nt should erect a 
sd>Gol at their very door. Yet, in the 
('<Jnntry W(' have 111any plares--

l\lr. }lAY : \Yhere they ha ye to go 10 
miles. 

Mr. POLLOCK : As the hon. membe,- for 
Flinders rightly interjects, where the children 
~ave to g·o 10 miles or more to school. That 
1s not such a great disahility, but when one 
remembers . •he difficulties in combating the 
fly pest m rlw YY Pst-we mnst recognise that 
th~ Gm·Prmnent have clone '~ o;ood dcal-I 
th1Ek that, without undue <"riticism, I might 
say that the Government could -vet do more 
and could ·-:ell do more, to pro,:ide facilitie; 
fo_r _thP fencing in of schools with gauze. It is a 
pltJable SH>:ht in some of the outhark distrids 
t~ see children going to school with eves like 
p!Pees of ray; stc]k. and that has "l)l])lied in 
more than r1 score of places in the west of 
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Queenslund. I think that a Government 
which is \vorth:· uf the name of Governmf'nt, 
and can affmd. consistentlv with the financial 
position, to give to these ~hiidren the chance 
of hecoming educated, and presen-e their eye
sight, :ae doing rnuch for the future of this 
State. I say that our present :\tlinic.~er for 
Education has been r<'markabl:· good in this 
respect, .and I can ren1eu1ber no instance in 
which <1 request of mine has been refused. 

But there are other di<tbi!ities, too, and 
those are th<> disabilities that parents labour 
nn{ler who are li-ving a long way from where 
there a:-c schools. in places v:here there are 
not sufficient children to ·warrant the estab
Ji,hing of schools. There are many places in 
the Gregory electorate, an electorate of 97,000 
equare 1niles in area. which are not easily 
accc·,sihle to a ,,chool teachf'r, as one can 
pasily undPrstand, and \Vhile the f~,~parttnent 
and late Gm-ernment-be it said to their 
eredit-h<iYe proYided facilities for itinemnt 
tc1chers to p;o round to these plac<es. yet I 
think much more can bE' done in that rspect. 
I say that with the full knowledge of the 
efforts that thf' departmf'nt haYe made. For 
the purpo"e of traYelling around the•e dif
ferent country districts and teaching a couple 
of children her<', another one there. and three 
0r four ~onle\vherc Plse. a single rr1an is easily 
the best man for the department to employ. 
That goes without saying. But to get a. 
sin~le man ''"ho is eligible to tak" on that 
work i8- not easy, because no greater flag
flapping race of persons 0xists than the 
\Yestern 'quatter. and when an eligible single 
rnar: con1cs a1ong· tn teaC'h the children they 
pron1ptly ask him wh~- hf' is not ut th<' front? 
In fact. that occurred to <1 gentleman who 
was an itinerant teacher in the \Vf'st at a 
place not far from \Vinton. This gentleman 
had been so consistently picked at by the· 
sqtwttocracy at that part of the country that 
he went to the front. He wanted to go all 
alone-, but he ff'lt he was doing lwttcr work 
cut tlwre. because men could not he obtained 
io take his place. He klww the difficult:-.- the 
departmf'nt was labouring under, but gtill the 
pin-pricking of the squattocracy, as I have 
,~~id. \Yen.t on, and in disgu;;;t he \Yas cotn
pellf'd to leave that job and enlist, «nd since 
then the di'partment has not been able to get 
another man to take his place. There are at 
least fifteen or twentv children in the district 
,,-ha cannot he -,hifted awa v to whNe there 
arc schools. and they have' just as great a. 
right to education as tlw children in the city, 
an{] I say that, to m~- knowledg<', the depart
ment has made efforts to get other men to fill 
their places. I think that if the ·di'partmf'nt 
cannot get men voluntarily to go thcro. they 
shcnld transfer each of their teachers for a 
certain period, allow them, or compel them if 
necec .. ;ary, to takP on the work in that part 
for a certain pNiod. If tlwy took it on for 
three months, turn about. no great h ndship 
could hf' inflicte.-1. I hope ihP department 
will act on that sugg<•;tion, and that if the:v 
can rJ0:3"ibly seC'nrf.' n1e-n the:v will send 
itinf'rant t0ach0rs to eYf'ry place ·where they 
ran be utilised. 'rhe,-e is onlv one other 
f''· ttcr to which 1 should like to "efcr. and 
that is the extension of the Winton to Spring
vHle Railway. A good deal of misapprehen
g}on ha~ been C'an-:ed ~n the constituency 
;yhich I represent by the neglect, as they 
term it. of the Government to procE'ed with 
lhat extension. It has been repeatedly stated 
'Tom the front }IinistNial bench that ·the Go
r<:>rnment are in a ;·er:-· J,ad way as regards 
1he supply of material for railways. They· 



TVays and Jfeans. [ll OCTOBER.] Ways and 111eans. 1799 

are not able to 'ecure the necessary money to 
push on Yl"ith all the railways that they desire 
to construct, and consequently ,ame lines 
have been temporarily dropped. 

::\lr. Grxx: \Van't thase raih;-ays benefit 
the squattocr,,_,cy? 

::\Ir. POLLOCK: I da not mind the squat
tocracy being benefited. In fact. I woukl 
rather likE' it if the raih,ay is going to make 
for the general prosperity af the country. 
But I think I might be permitted ta rE'mark 
here and there that the squattocracy are not 
a Faintly body of men. Everything they 
do ie not right. They can da wrong just the 
same as any other bndy of men. 

::\Ir. Gt:xx: \Vhy not conscript them? 

:\Jr. POLLOCK: I think some a£ them 
migl~t well be conscript0cl. Some of them 
arc l!l favaur of it. And if their awn law 
is applied to themselves. it will prabably 
not be any harm. I have no abjection to 
t~eir being conscripted; they have plenty 
of mane:~ to lean• to tlwir depcndents if they 
are knocked out in the field, and if the 
hon. n1en1bcr wants to haye them con5C'ripted, 
I sugg·est that. he approach the Federal 
G:Jvernment to that encl. 

::\Ir. Grxx: I mean their wealth, too
their sheep and cattle. Give them to their 
shca1·ers .:~.nd rouseabouts. 

::\Ir. POLLOCK: The hon. mc·mber does 
not belie;-e in the conscription of ,heE'p and 
cattle. although he believes in the conscrip
tion of men. The hon. member ·does not 
believe in the conscription of ships even, but 
spoke against it and vatecl against it the 
ather day. 

:\h. Grxx: I did nat open my lips. 

::\lr. POLLOCK: If the hon. member did 
not open his lips that is a verv unusual 
thiw;, because we have often to" listen to 
him for an hour or so telling stories about 
opascums. native bears, and other things 
which have nothing ta do with the debate. 

~lr. STEPHEXS: I do not think he ever 
spoke for an hour since you have been here. 

:Mr. POLLOCK: If he did speak for an 
hour no one would object. This \Yinton ta 
Springvale line is canstruded for 26 miles 
from \Yinton, and if it were carried another 
14 miles it would become revenue-producing. 
It is a first-class line. It was started bv 
the late Denham Gm-ernment, but not ane 
\Y hed has run on it since it was complet<~d 
far 26 miles. 

::\lr. Gvxx: \Vhat have your GoYernment 
bet'n doing. then? 

:\Ir. POLLOCK: I explained a \vhile ago 
that th(• Government have not the material 
ta enable them to carrv an the railwav. But 
I have re ~eived the as-:urance of the ::\Iinister 
for RailwaYS that the line h,ts been onlv 
temporarily' abandoned until Queensland i's 
in n ''lfliciently prosperous state to enable 
the GoY~:rnnlent to get the 1naterial and the 
financn wherewith to continue the construc
tion of the railway. 

I should like to remark, in condusian. that 
the ('}overnment's policy for the present 
financial year is a policy at which no one 
can cavil. I have gon0 carefully through 
the E~timatc~. and as far as I can see, there 
are no items which can be re·duced. In 
fact. despite all the criticism which came 
from hon. members opposite on the Finaneial 
Statement. not ane word came fram them 

whieh would show in what ·direction the 
GoYernn1ent can erono1n1se. There was 
plenty of criticism, plenty of wild assertions 
about the morning after, the night before, 
the big financial dnwk, debt, depression, 
and despair, a ne! all that sort of thing, but 
it dae' not cut any ice when nathing is put 
forward in the way of a constructive policy 
to sho\\ the Government where they can save. 
If any hon. nwmber can now, by way of 
interjection, show the Government where 
they can economise, I shall be thankful. 

::Ylr. Grxx: You can sack the Public 
\Varks Commission. 

:Mr. POLLOCK: That would be a "penny 
wise and pound faolish ., policy, because the 
Public \Vorks Commission have saved the 
State over and over again all the expenses 
that have been incurred in cannection with 
their \Vork. 

::\lr. GRAYSOX: Not one penr.;. 
::\Ir. POLLOCK: Yes; th~v have saved 

what they have cost over and over again. 
:\Innbers appositE' did say at one time that 
thev would knack out the State butchers' 
shoi"· But that \Youlrl not be economising, 
because the State butchers' shops are 
revenue-prnclucing. The Opposition would 
probably knack out the allowance to natural 
and fmter-mothers. They will not say that 
How. but we know that thev will knock it 
aut if bv any streak of misfortune they are 
returned to power at the next election. 

::\Ir. ::\lAC'ARTXEY : Tell us something we do 
net know. 

:\h-. POLLOCK : It is verv easv to tell 
the han. member something' he daes not 
klb>v. I could tell him a lot of things he 
dnes not know. In fact. I told him a lot af 
things to-night that he admitted he did not 
know. and probably, if I talked all night, 
I would still be telling him things he does 
not know. I shauld like to sav, before I 
resume m,- seat. that the financ!al positian 
of the Statn is satisfactorv. ~o other word 
can sum it up properly, and when the finan
cial positian is satisfactory, the State h.fts 
uothing to growl about. 

::\Ir. ::\IACART::'\EY (Too1cong): I do not 
propose to follow the hon. member very 
much in the speech he has just made, but 
I should like to sa v that if the Federal 
authorities. in their 'wisdom, decide that it 
is neceosary for the purpose of protecting 
the Empire in a time of war that certain 
matters should be censored, it ill becomes 
anyone in this House, or any member of the 
State Gm-ernment. to brPak through the wall 
of protection which the Commonwealth 
Government have endeavoured to erect for 
such a worthy purpo;;e. I have heard before 
the statements about Xew Zealand. I am 
in communication with people in New Zea
land. and I have never vet heard one word 
.. :hich would justify the 1:umours that I know 
have been about the city-the rumours to 
which the hon. member who has just spoken 
has given publicity to-night. From infor
mation that I have received, I honestly 
believe that there is no ground whatever 
for such statements. As I have said before, 
I think it ill become£ the hon. member to 
endeavour to br,,ak through the wall of 
protection which the Commonwealth Govern
ment has endeavoured to create. The hon. 
gentleman rE'cently put questions in connec
tion with certain matters arising undPr the 
war precautions regulations, and if the 
questions which the hon. member had asked 

Mr. Macartney.] 
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were pun up in the same way as a Minister 
admitted the other day, then I do not think 
much of a Government which carries out such 
a practice. I am not going to follow that 
matter further. But the hon. member 
appears to have been put up to-night to 
make some comments in connection with the 
position of His Excellency the Governor in 
making appointments to the Upper House. 

Mr. PoLLOCK: He was not put up at all 
by aPybody. I do not need to be put up by 
anybody outside this House like you do. 

c\1r. ::YL\CART"i"EY: The hon. member 
has read from " Keith." whom he quoted as 
a gTcat authorjty on the Bubject. He seen1s 
to have forgotten, at any rate. in referring 
to New South \Vale,, the relative proportion 
of the members in th0 upper House in that 
State to the number in the more popular 
House. After all is eaid and done, the 
principle hitherto recognised in Queensland 
has been that the number of members of the 
Upper House has never exceeded two-thirds 
of the number of this popular Chamber. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: Tory Governments 
recognised that. 

Mr. :\IACARTKEY: \Ye know that no 
principle, however well founded. is good 
enough to stick to in the minds of the 
present Government c.f Queensland. IV e 
expect new actions; but when these things 
are established one would, at any rate, expect 
the principle that ha--- prevailed in the past 
would at lea••t be acknowledged and con
sidered. The hon. member sa vs he knows on 
the authoritv of the "Standard" or some 
other paper,· that four morr• members are to 
be appointed. The number of members 
appointed to the Upper House will there
fore be five more than has b0en generally 
acknowledged, even bv members on the other 
side of the House. 'as the maximum that 
His Excellency could be expected to grant. 
So that, instead of apparently making a case 
against His Excellency for not giving them 
enough, he has shown that His Exeellencv 
has given them more than thev themselves 
expected. That seems to be the· position. It 
seems passing strange to me that, when men 
are appointed to the Upper House. some of 
the names that are mentioned a.re not even 
known to be names of Queenslanders. It also 
s.trikes me as passing strange-I do not yet 
know whether all the names that are 
m<:>ntioned are going to eventuate or not; 
but I have heard names mentioned of men 
who a.re not actually Queenslanders. 

Hon. .J. A. FIHELLY: Is there anvone 
appointed who is not a Queenslander? " 

Mr. MACARTNEY: As a matter of fact, 
we know that there is one of the mrmbers 
of the other House representing members 
on the oppocite side of this 'Honse who-if 
reports are true-has gone to another State 
to reside permanently. 

Hon. J .. \. FIHELLY: But there are mem
bers there who never attend. 

Mr. MACART"'EY: That mav be. Let 
me deal with one thing at a time: It strikes 
me as pass'ing strange that thirteen members 
should be nominated to the other Chamber 
when hon. members opposite have practicallv 
admitted that the greatest number they 
could possibly expect to get would be eight. 

[ 111 r. .ll:f acartney. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: We want to have 
none at alL 

Mr. MACARTNEY: Yet the hon. mem
ber for Gregory is put up to-night, apparently 
to make a case for the appointment of a 
number that would swamp the Upper Cham
ber altogether. 

Mr. POLLOCK: Not at alL 
yonrself and your partner. 
£2.000 subsidy like you. 

You speak for 
I have had no 

Mr. ::\fACART:i'\EY: I am sorry the hon. 
member introduced the matter, and I cer
tainlv am not going to continue it. It seems 
strange that wc should be discussing the 
Financial Statement to-night in the absence 
of the Treasurer. It was introduced a fort
night- ago by the Treasurer, anc\ it has been 
discussed in this Chamber wh1le the hon. 
,;entleman has found time to proceed on his 
way to Melbourne. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: On very important 
business. 

~Ir. MACARTNEY: It may be important 
business but it just shows how the House is 
treated 'in matters of this sort. The man 
who is responsible, who answers the cJ:iti
cisms and who ought to take up the pomts 
whicl; are made, leave·• the State. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: He recognises that 
there is no real criticism so far. 

1\Ir. l\1ACARTXEY: I do not propose to 
follow the hon. gentleman in his interjec
tions. I would ask him kindly not to inter
ject. as I do not propose to take up my time 
rep!ving- to interjections. I do not mmd 
a relC'Vl1!lt interjection, but, as a rule, the 
hon. gentleman's interjections are not rele
vant. One matter for regret in connection 
with the Financial Statement is the omission 
in it of anv reference to our enterprises. 
I know that the omission has been quoted by 
a section of the Press with approval. Per
sonally. I think it is of the greatest advan
tage. because it shows. more than anything 
else does. in a simple. concrete form, what the 
_history of the past year has be<;n-whether 
it has been up to the expectations of th.e 
Statem<:>nt whid1 preceded the year-and t't 
aho shows what the hopes in the same direc
tion arc in the future. It shows us whether 
we have progress and prosperity. how the 
three _g-n >t primary industries of Queensland 
are progressing. and how the land settle
ment of the counhv is going ah<:>ad. and yd 
'"" ha Ye not one rc:ference to it in the State
n;'-'nt. aud no expre~sion in regard to the 
Year that \YC a:·e now upon. I can only 
come to one conclusion-that the informa
tion is omitted because the information for 
the time being does not suit the Government. 
Thev arc 100t able to show that record of 
progrc,, which a State like Quecnslrtnd should 
be able to shm;-. They can only show 
retrogrcs .. ion, and hence the omission of a 
statpment ··chich does not bolster up a case 
for the Go\'ernment. I am not going into 
the fina,ncial figures. as they have been very 
cloquentlv dealt with bv the hon. member for 
l\IurrumbR. The speech of that hon. member 
would be ;,-ell worth reading as a summary. 
showing the whole position, and the difference 
beh\·een the handling of the finances by the 
present and past Governments. I think it is 
a pity that the Auditor-General's report was 
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·not before the Chamber before the hon. mem
ber for Mm·rumba addressed us on the sub
ject. I think that. as a rule. it is a fair thing 
that the Auditor-General's statement should 
be in posSBssion of all members before the 
Financial Statement is discussed at all. 

Mr .. FOLEY: Did your Government ever 
have 1t? I never remember it. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: Y<'s; frequently I 
am not prepa~ed to say that our Govern~ent 
always had 1t, but I say it would be a 
great . convenience if we always had it. 
Even Jf a wrong has been committed in the 
past, that doe~ not justify the omission at 
the !?resent time. .Things are generally 
un~ahsfactory, and. Jt IS about the only 
docurrvmt we get m connection with the 
financ:es. . 'Ye are getting into a verv 
un3atu::factor,v condition in reg·ard to ou'r 
finances. It s :'E'Ins to n1e that- the Govern
ment have taken the >vhole busines .. verv 
much out. of t1;<' hands of Parliumenf. 
and that 1s not as it ought to be. It is 
!lot a matter of who is on this side or who 
lR on the other side of the House for the 
hme bcmg. The question is: Is Parliament 
gomg to ~a ve the control of taxation and 
the contwl. of expenditur0? It is not onh· 

-e, trouble _In our ov;n Parlia1nent. but ii1 
other Parhaments of the world: but. in view 
of. the fan that certain points han· been 
r~F-ed h~· the Auditor-General. it is onlv 
nght that we should gi,-,. some attention to 
that particular s.ubject. At the present tim<', 
·a Sel0ct CommJttee has heen <1ppointed in 
England on a reference from the Govern
ment-

" to ex~mine the expenditure -which is 
n?w bemg de~rayed out of mcnev .. pro
;·Ided by P<1rha1:1ent and to report ,,·hat, 
1£ an;.:. f'C'onon11es. consistent with the 
e;'ecuhon of the policy decided lw the 
(,overnment. may be effected therein: 
to make recommendations. in regard to 
the form of pn]:>lic accounts. the system 
of contro,J w1thm the departments. and 
by. the Treasury. and the precedure of 
th1s Ho~1se in rel<1tion to Supplv and 
Anpr?pnation, so as to . ~ecure · more 
effed1ve control bv Parliament over 
public expenditure.,· 

1f mch a c"ommi·• .. sion were a•1pointe.d here it 
":'ould be n:ore apropos of the present posi
tiOn, and 1t would repay Parliament and 

, rl'!1ay the State. Prior t~ the 
[c>.30 p.m.J "J'PDintment of that committee 

tl1e matter was discussed in the 
House: of Commons. and an ex-:\Iini,ter. 
:spc.along· 01: the 6th July, med these ,Yards. 
wh1ch. I .tlnnk.~ also ~re arnopos here ttt the 
vr(',..:;ent tllne. He Said-

" Fro.m . the most ancient times, this 
Home lllSisted on 1ts right to control all 
the Lxes and all the expenditure. It was 
by pnrcha.•.mg that traditional policv 
that the Rous~. in days past. humbled 
th<' power of kmgs. and it will have to 
nr;p!:: the Yer:v same f01·ce now to humble 
mmHters and to discharQ:e the ancient 
hmdamcntal duty. There is just as much 
danger from autocratic min!sters to-dav 
as there. was from autocratic kings in 
past per10ds of our history." 

Another speaker said-

" :i1inisters must not imagine that thev 
are posse~~ecl of some divine and supreme 
power. 11 e want to restore to the HousG 

of Comm·ons. not merely the right 1o 
audit the expenses that are being incur
red, but to control the financial policy 
and expenditure of the country." 

Those remarks are as applicable to Queens
land to-day as they can possibly be to the 
House of Commons. Vi'ho can say-taking 
up the Financial Statement, taking up the 
Estimates, taking the Treasurer's tables and 
the Auditor-General's report-that we have 
a sYStem here that "all who run mav read?" 
\Ve ha.-e no simple system which rri'akes the 
Government accounts perfectly clea,r from 
year to yeu, and I say the time has come 
for some inquiry to have these accounts put 
in a simple v·ay. in or1er that we may 
understand thoroughl:c th"t th<' accounts 
are in order. 1nd that the functions of 
the Governn1eut haYe bee-:1 carriPd out 
in a-c,.:ordan{·e v:ith the -~.,id1c~ of Par
liament. 'Taking up the Auditor-General's 
report! y, ~~ finli refPrence to unforeseen 
expenditure'. I know that it will be said tha,t 
this is not f"ommon to the present Govern
ment. But j;>ne thing we can sa:: about it is 
this: that unfore,een expenditure is becom
ing a liluch greater factor in connection with 
the accounts under the present Government 
than it ever '"a" before. I would not be 
surprised to find, although the Financial 
StatemHnt and the Estimates haYe onh· been 
placed on the table within such a, shor:t time 
as fourteen days ago. that perhaps thousands 
and thousands of pounds of unforeseen ex
penditure have already been provided for by 
ExecutiYe minute and we will hear nothing 
about it until the Suppl0me nary Estimates 
are placed before u~ next year. That is not 
as it ought to be. The Auditor-Genera! says 
on page 12 of his rt'port-

" The question regarding the necessity 
for amending the Audit Act. particu
larly in so far as relat<'s to unfore
seen expenditure-was fully dealt with 
in my last annual report (pages 6 and 
7). and I do not propose to reiterate any 
of my previous comments thereon, but, 
at the risk of being considered impor
tunate, I feel it to be my duty to again 
bring this matter under the notice of 
Parliament." 

And he proceeds in a table to show that 
during last year the unforeseen expenditure 
from revenue. trust. and loan fund. amounted 
to such a large sum at £621.461 Os. lld. In 
his report of last year, in giving the figures 
of previou'' years in connection with the 
consolidated revenue, he said-

" When the present 1874 Audit Act 
was passed forty-two years ago, the finan
cial transactions of this State were then 
comparati.-ely small. and at that time 
it probablv was not cont<'mplated that 
unforheEn ·expenditure would expand as 
it has done. otherwise. I feel certain, 
some rcctriction or qualification in that 
respect \Youlcl have been imp os<> d. The 
h.w. as at present. opt'ns the way or lends 
itself to departments-when preparing 
their estimates-nnd!'rstating their ex
pendihu·e or requiren1ents. kno,ving that 
subsequently they can supplement the 
amount :. s nnfor,cseen expenditure by 
Ex<'cuti,-<' authoritY. Some of the in
dh-iclua] Yotes ha,:e ever~- year to be 
thus supplemented. In the aggregate, 
these amount to a verv considerable sum 
yearly. In addition ·to these amounts 

Mr. Macartney.l 
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~hown above, each yca.r largo sun1s are 
charged as unforeseen expenditure to 
the loan and trust funds-on Executive 
-'l.uthority. 

" The Treasurer's warrants for unfore
seen expenditure are not signed by me, 
consequently I have no responsibility in 
regard to authorising the payments. In 
view of th,, opinion of their Honours the 
judges on the subject, it will, however, 
I think, be recognised that it is most 
desirable that some definition or inter
pretation .~"; to ~what constitute» unfore
seen expenditure should be laid down 
and embodied in the Audit Act." 

Then he goe.s on to deal with the matter in 
connection with the Southern States, and he 
points ont that the question was fully dealt 
with by the judges of the Supreme Court, 
who, he said, gave a ve17 exhaustive and 
intere,,ting C'xposition of their view of the 
law on the subject in a recent case. That goes 
to shmv that the Auditor-General himself has 
pointed out the unsatisfactory position that 
ex1sts under the Audit Act, and points out 
the necessit;>', in the interests of the depart
ment. in the interests of the Government 
and in th? interests of Parliament. of s~ 
amenclin£>; the Audit Act as to sta.te just 
what is within the pmver of the _\clministra
tion •nd wh~t is rHerved for Parliament. 
This i" a matter that ouiTht to recc·ive the 
serioth considerr tion of the Chamber, and 
it otuthi to rt'C'eivc the serious C'onsideration 
of tl1e GoYN'mnent. But, notwithstanding 
th<> fact that it ha~ been pointed out by the 
Auchtor-Genem.l, not one step has been taken 
to put matters right. \Ye find, on the other 
hand. that the position has been simplv ex
tended. Last ~·ear, also. the ~.\uclitor-General 
made reference on page 58 of his report to 
State industrial undertakings, and I think it 
1s a matter for regret that we have not got 
the Auditor-General's report for this year on 
State undertalongs for our consideration at 
this stage. This is the time when it can 
best be discussed, and it is a fair thing that 
Parliament should .. 1t the orlv time it has 
got the op;Jortnnity of criticisin'g Goyern1nent 
accounts, have the material to enable it to 
consider what has been done-to offer such 
critici'Dl.S a~ appear to be neC'PS·~ary under 
the circmn<tance'. The Auditor-General 
sa vs-

~ '' The-;e undPrtaki'ngs are not governed 
by any special Act of Parliament. At 
pres0nt thev a.rE' controlled bv different 
::\linisteril. and the expenditure abstracts 
vre passed through their respective de
partments and thence on to the Treasury 
for payment, whilst the receipts are 
remitted to the Treasury direct. 

"It is most desirable that as earlv as 
possible a.n Act should be passed" on 
similar lines to the one in operation in 
New. South \Yales, setting out a system 
in reg·arcl to the financial 11lanage1nent 
of State undertakings. 

"Amongst the matters-of a financial 
character-requiring statutory provision 
ar0 the following- :-Rec.ognition of the 
pn .cnt tra.cling 'concerns, and making 
prm·ision for the establishment of addi
tiono I on0s; how the funds are to be 
provided ; prescribing the nature of the 
accounts to be kept and the determina
tion of the ea pi tal cost ; how sinking 
funds are to be charged and allotted; 

[J.! r. JI acartney. 

n1ah:ing; provision £or depn:ciation and· 
the zh~posal of the surplus profits; also· 
that an annual balance-sheet, trading 
account, and a profit and loss account. 
shall be submitted yearly to both Houses 
of Parliament." 

That is the recommer>clation that was made 
by tlw Auditor-General, fo!Jowing . !llJon the 
installation of State industries practlcally for 
the first tim.•. It is a positive danger to the 
people of Queensland that the method of 
handling these accounts is not laid down hy 
Parliament in such a wav as Parliament 
regards as 1·ight and safe, l1aving regard to 
the interests of all. Xot one step appears to 
have been taken by the Government in rq1;ard 
to that recommendatioP of the A\tclitor
General. Tlwt indicat,•s to me that bere i; 
a ven loose methr)d in connection with the 
C'arr ··I nO" nn of the Govern1nent aC'connts. We 
find cs~J1ons _eflections passed on the wet hod 
in whi< h accounts were kept in the Public 
\Vorks Department. In these clays, when the 
question of the cost nf cla;· Iabour and the 
question of the cost of clomg work by con
tract are prominent questions. at lea· t tho 
acconntaw'v ouo-ht to be of such a character 
in a departm~nt lib• the Public \Vorks 
Departlnent as \Vould leaYe no ro~n1 \Vhntever 
for doubt on matters of that kmd. If the· 
condition of th<> keeping of the accounts is 
"·hat it is stated to be in the Auditor
General's report, which we have before us, 
then I sav it would be impossible to get the 
nutt<>rial that we "·ant. 

Hon ,J. A. FIHELLY: It took the Auditor
General thrl'c vears to ,]iscover the defalca
tions in the Lands Denartmcnt. 

::\Ir. ::\IACARTXEY: A< I haw ah·cad:v 
~tated. the hon. gentlctnan is ah\·ays irrele
vant. He >Y<mkl like me to run awa:;· from 
the \Yorks Department to the Lands Depart
ment. I will eonw to the Department of 
Jmtice clireetlv. This is "·hat the Auditor
General savs ,;-ith rc1nrd to the acconntanc.) 
work in tl1e Department of Public V\'orks-

"' ConsPCJU(·nt on the C;1rrying out of 
most of th<> works by the dav-la.hour sys
tem. the accountanc:c work of this depart-
1n~nt hns \~r•rv con::iderabl~~ inC'reased of 
late. The ins'pectors' recent reports indi
' ,•te that there is room for improvement 
in t.hE' method of dealing; with the 
a<'r·ounts. and therP i:-::. cYiden('e of \veak
ness in the s"stem of internul cheek. It 
1vould anpr;,~ that. so fa_r a~ the a<"('onn!R 
branch is concerned. th1s deputment 1s 
either insnffkiently staffed or requires to 
be reorgani~)\:_-d, 

'• The matter h"s been bron~ht under 
the attention of the Uncle!' Seuetary, 
who is taking action to effect in1prove
n1ent." 

That condition of thino·s ought not to exi~t. 
\Ye find in the foll~ving paragraph the 
Auditor-Gel!< rnl o1 eaks in th<''C terms of the 
aceount<~ncv bLn"h of the Dep:crrm ent of 
Ju•tice :-" 

"Recent excminations of the accounts 
of this de11artlnent :.·evea1ed Yery gre~t 
rarelp-:s.nes.s in that branrh, and, us th1s 
un::-ati-,fnctorY state of things had con
tinned for fttllv cig·hteen months. T com
municated witl1 the :1Iinister on the sub
ject and asked that some <1ction be taken 
to ~nsure improvement, with the result, 
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I am pleased to say, that a chan[!'<' has· 
now beC'n 1nade in the aC('Oll!ltanry 
staff, and there is reason to believe that 
there \Yill be fnrthc-::.· c.::.n~c f."r co,n
plaint." 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: An alt!'l'ation was 
made in11nediHtely. The audit ,,r,a~ ·oo bad in 
one of the subd.enartments that I had to 
call the attention a·f the Auditor-Genet .. ;l to it 
-a pretended audit. 

}lr. ::\IAC_'\.RT::\"EY: The hon. gentleman 
will, no doubt. haw his opportunity when 
the titne f'On1es. There are 1nanv other 
things incidental to the matter that' I have 
mentioned fhat call for consideration and 
attention. The matter referre<:l to this after
nocn br the hon. member for Da!l.>v also calls 
for serious eonsideration, and it c~1lb fer an 
immediate amendment of the Audit Act, 
defining the powers of the ::>Iinistry in regard 
to interference with a decisioa of this House. 
The hon. nwmbcr for Dalb1 refen·cd to the 
Loan Act of 1914, under ,\·hich a 1< 1:1 'nts 
pro,-icled for to the .amount o£ £8.245.068 for 
the s,,ccific purposes sec forth in the Act
nanlely. railways. purcha~c of wire netting·, 
Su"al' \Y orb Act of 1911, loans to local 
hodic~, and ''tO\'\ arc1s Inaking· good the 
deficits on loan·-~ issued undPr the GovernnH'nt 
Loan Acts of 1908, 1910, and 1911." That is 
to nv. that amount of £8.245,068 was autho
risecf for those Pxpress purposes, and for no 
other purpos<'S what,ocvel'. Yet we find that, 
ou: of tlw debentures auth01·i.,ed bv that Act, 
the G·Jvcrnn1e11t are applying a la1:g·e pl'OlJOr

tion to the payment for cattle statio:1s, for 
wl1ich no prm·ision was made in that, Art: 
and the A.uditor-General, dealing- ,,:ich the 
qu. stion, has pointed out, on page 16 of his 
report, that-

" Since the 30th June, Vanrook Station, 
including cattle and horses, has been pur
chased at a cost of £253,000, of which 
£166.800 was inYested by the vendors in 
debentures.'' 

Hon. members will notice that the Auditor
General us.cs the \vords, " \Vas inve,,tcd." 
Those words are used to give the transaction 
the colour of legal authority. But he g·oes on 
in thE' next paragTqph to say-

" \Yith regard to the purchase of 
statirn and other properties, it would 
a;.)peur, from certain expressions in the 
records relating to these purchase.;, that 
Gm·cn;ment debentures comtitute part 
of the purchase money." 

That is ju:t "·here the point comes in. If 
thE' contracts under which the Gm·ernment 
purchasc·d those stations were plae:'d on the 
table of this Chamber, we would find that 
the transactions were the purchase by the 
GoYE'rnment of the stations for a total sum 
of money, part of which should be in cash, 
and part of which should be in debenhues. 
The .\uditor-General continues-

" I am advised, however, bv the Crown 
Solicitor that, in a legal s'ensE', deben
hue, under the GoYernment Loan Act of 
1914 <an not be applied in payment of 
:ne purchase mone:y of stations., 

And why'? Because that L_oan Act specially 
states the purposes for whiCh the loan was 
authorised, and for which the debentures 
shouJ.cl be issued; and I say it is an extra
ordinary thing- that any GoYernment-I do 
not care whether it is Liberal or Labour-

should be allo" eel, in the face of the pro
"i ·icn in an Act of that sort, to take the 
debeutures which are authorised for railwavs 
and the other purpose" I have quoted aitd 
apply them to purposes such as the purchase 
of cattle stations. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: Wouldn't your Chil
lagoe company haYc taken debentures if we 
had o:iYE'll them? Didn't your firm apply to 
the Government to ·give you debentures? 

:\h. }lACART::\"EY: I do not care which 
GoYerm11ent it is, the principle to be fol
lowed is that when this House decides that 
dPbcr1tures arc to be issued for a particular
purpose, then the debentures shall be used· 
for tltat purpose and for no other purpose 
wbatsoeYer. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: I can show you a 
letter from your firm asking for debentures. 

:!\Ir. }L\CARTXEY: My firm has nothing
to do with this matter, right or wrong, and" 
I again ask the hon. gentleman to keep 
clear of in•·leYnncv. The Loan Act of 1914 
specifies the purposes for which those deben
tures '"er0 to be issued, and I say it is not 
only illeg-al, but it is absolutely dishonest, 
tn use those dc·lwntures for any other purpose· 
than those specified in the Act. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: Your partner cried 
in the other House because the Government 
Troul-d not grant your request. 

~Ir. -:\IACARTXEY: We find that the, 
Crown Solicitor advised the Auditor-GenE'ral 
that, in a lE>gal sense, debentures under the 
Loan Ad of 1914 cannot be applied in pay
ment of the purchase monev of stations. Yet 
what do YYe find afterwards? The Auditor
General goes on to sQy-

" \Yhat rnlly happens is. the purchase 
nwncy of the stations is provided from 
lJnforr"een Pxnenditure under warrants 
,;Q'!lcrl lw the Governor, but not counter
sig-ned lw me. I am aware that the· 
:)l~".('l' ?l tLf E'~'Cl~t.ive, in this respect 
,, pract1cally unln:11ted. 

Apparently, b? ExecutiYe minute, the expen
d~ ··nrc of this mone>v is authorised-that is 
to ;;;nv. a ;;:nnl nf m~nev is authcn+=•ed to be 
11'-ed ·for the pnrnose 'of purchasing cattle 
st ,tion"·-)1rE'snmablv monev taken from the 
ennsolidated rcvemle. Tha't is the authority 
tl1ot ;, giwn. Bnt thqt is not thP only thing 
'het is done with reference to these deben
tun· .. that arc cleYotcd to the purchase of· 
the"e c •tle stations. The Auditor-General 
gee~ further. and says-

,, I .tm informed that it is, in effect, 
made a condition of thE' purchase that 
some portion of the price should be in
vestNl b,- tlw purchaser in GoYernment 
debentm;es, YYhich are issued under the 
anthoritv of the Government Loan Act. 
of 1914. '' 

That is to say, he is a<h·ic0d by the Attorney
General that this condition of the purchase 
of a >tation. the al'!'l'E'ement for the purchase· 
of which provides fol' the giving of so much 
in cash and so much in debentures, is not 
re dlv that transadion at all, but it is. irr 
effect. a condition that the person '"ho sells 
his station shall invest some portion of the· 
purcha,e money in the takinv up of thesr.' 
debentures, If that was intendf'd, an agree
ment of that sort is verv easilv made. ~But 
that i~ not the agreement, and .. I Yenture to-

Mr. M acartney.) 
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say. in view of the agreements that were 
actually made, that the whole of the trans
actions are not only illegal but they are 
contrarv to the intention of Parliament when 
it passed the Loan Act of 1914. In the next 
paragraph the Auditor-General tells us who 
is the person who advised him. He says-

" I have been advis"d bv the Hon. the 
Attorney-General that there is no legal 
objection to my countersigning deben
tures issued under these circumstances." 

I think it is a mistake for the Attorney
General to advise the Auditor-General, an 
officer of this HousE', in a matter that so 
dosely affects himself as the head of a 
Government who are endeavouring to 
break down the prov1s10ns of a Loan 
Act of Parliament, and also the provisions 
·of the Audit Act, which lay down the 
rules for th<' guidance both of the Auditor
General and of the Governme-nt in matters 
of this kind. I think it is an anomalous 
position, and the Auditor-General ought to 
be in a position to take outside opinions 
in matters of this sort. He ought not to 
have to get on<e of the parties to a dis
pute. in the person of the Attorney-General, 
to give him advice, beco.use it is the Premier, 
for the time bein$, who wants to break 
through the restrictions that Parliament 
lays upon him. The Auditor-General is 
appointed, as an officer of Parliament, to 
report to Parliament, and I say the Attorney
·General is not the man to advise him in 
matters of this sort. It is not disinterested 
advice; and, I say again, it is absolutely 
improper advice. I say the sooner that both 
sides of this House see the wisdom of putting 

·the Auditor-General in a position where he 
will be free of any undue influence. the 
better. I said that when sitting on that 
·side of the House in 1909 or 1910. 

Hon. J. A. FrHELLY: WheY! oitting in the 
Ministry in 1912, what did you do? 

Mr. MACARTXEY: I have no time for 
the hon. gentleman. I think the practice of 
·the Commonwealth Parliament-which pro
vides that the Auditor-General in connection 
with any matter on which he may have 
doubt. shall take an opinion and shall, in his 
report to Parliament, give all the opinions 
he receives during the currencv of the finan
cial year-is a good practice.· I think it is 
a very good one to be introduced into the 
J)ractice of our own State. 

There is another matter I would like to 
say a word or two about. Reference I\ as 
made on the adjournment of the House a 
week or two ago to somE\ comments made bv 
His Honour the Chief Justice in connection 
with the position of the Public Defender 
and also certain remarks in reference to 
jury matters. I think it a matter for regret 
that the PremieJ', holding th• position he 
does-the position of Attorney-General
should have made an improper use of the 
opportunity of asking questions affecting 
the business of the House on the motion for 
adjournment of the Hotue to makP a state
ment of the character he did. There are 
certain matters in connection with the admin
istration of justice in which we ought to be 
only too glad to have expressions of opinions 
from our judges. The administration of 
justice should be placed on a particularly 
high plane, and when our judges think it 
necessary to make certain remarks, I say 

[flfr. Afacartney. 

that even if those remarks are som·etimes 
wrong-unintentionally wrong-we ought to 
give them encouragement to make remarks 
that bid for the perfection of the adminis
tration of justice. Personally, I am of the 
opinion that the same department cannot 
do justice to the prosecution on behalf of 
the Crown and to the defence of the prisoners. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: \Vould you leave 
the prisoner undefended? 

Mr. MACARTXEY: I say 
department cannot do justice in 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: Your 
left the prisoner undefended. 

the same 
both cases. 

Government 

:vrr. MACART~EY: I am going to make 
1ny ~peceh in n1y Ol\ n "\\ay. I say that the 
man who takes the position of head of the 
Department of Justice ought to beware of 
th-' position that places any doubt, or sus
picion, in respect to the administration of 
justi< '"· I say you cannot have the prosecu
tion and the defence of prisoners conducted 
bv the same department without a certain 
ai;lOUJJt of danger-a certain amount of 
ri,;k. I sav that His Honour the Chief Jus
tice was perfect!~ within hi's rights, and I 
think he has done a public good in calling 
attntion to the position that exists. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: While this Govern
ment is here every prisoner will get defence. 

}Ir. MACARTXEY: I do not wish the 
hou. gentleman to draw me into irrelevancies. 
\Ye know that since this Government came 
into power the system of releasing men who 
v.·ere in gaol was adopted in a wider sense 
than it was ever adopted before, and it was 
adopted without those safeguards "hich were 
JH'ovided by their predc cesoors. They have 
not the time to be burdened with those safe
guards ; they do not take the care which 
their predecessors had hitherto taken, and 
the ablFCS which have followed have been 
a matter of public comment. Precautions 
used to be taken in connection with the 
release of prisoners, and those precautions 
have been thrown to the winds. Things have 
been done which I could speak of in scath
ing terms. I do not know why hon. gentle
nwn ',duire to free themseh·-es of thBse 
crdinar:;' safeguards. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: \Vhv don't you quote 
your cases? Be manly n~w. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: I say that abuses 
must exist. if in the one department you 
have the prosecution conducted by officers 
of the C;·own. and the defence also conducted 
bv officers of the Crown, and all drawing 
!J:om thP same department-from the police 
and other subdepartments-information re
garding juries. Must ;;·_ou not expect th!'t 
the man 1vho is defendmg a pnsoner will 
gl'l the same information from the police as 
the prosc•cution have got. I say that abuses 
have existed, and will exist while affairs are 
c,c rried on in that wa v. It seems to me that 
hon. gentlemen on ·the Government side 
h ve more rc.mrd for the criminal than for 
the public ~ 

Hon. J A. FIHELLY: I have no regard for 
: on, or }:our friends, the judges. 

Mr. ;yfACARTKEY: I do not expect the 
hon. gentleman to have rE>gard for anything 
that is good. I say that His Honour the 
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Chief Justice was perfectly within his rights 
in making the comments he did; and. right 
or wrong, we ought to encourage our judges 
to throw out any hints that may be of 
assistanC•' in connection with the adminis· 
tration of justice. Having spoken to a 
man who came from the district involved 
in this particular case, I say His Honour's 
remarks in regard to the jury were perfectly 
justified. I am not going to refer to that 
matter further. 

In connection with the motion before the 
Chamber, which has relation to taxation, 
I can only say I think it is a pity we are 
endeavouring to impose further taxation on 
the people of Queensland at the present 
moment. As has been stated, the recent 
revenue has been larger than ever it was 
in the history of the State. If there had 
been a fall in revenue-such as there wa3 
in 1900, 1901, 1902, or 1903-I could under
stand the need for extra taxation. But, at 
the present time, when the Commonwealth 
are trying to get all the funds necessarY for 
the purposes of the war-I have said it 
before and I say it again-the State, as a 
State, is not acting loyally in further taxing 
the people in competition with the Common
wealth. I pay that taxes of the kind which 
are sought to be imposed are, in some in
stances, unreasonable and unjust. Th~ land 

tax is a tax, generall:v speaking, 
[9 p.m.J that is a bad one or a good one 

from the point of view from 
which it is looked at. The land tax we have 
in Queensland at the present time is not 
just in proportion nor fair in its incidence, 
from the country point of view, as stated by 
a large number of hon. members in this 
House. I say that the land tax, as affectin>; 
city propertiee, has been practically carried 
on to the point of confiscation. I say that 
deliberately. There are freehold properties 
in the city of Brisbane that have been so 
heavily taxed by the present Government 
that they have returned to the person who 
invested in them, in some cases nothing at all, 
and in other cases not more than 1 or 2 per 
cent. I can point out case after case in 
which the taxation has amounted to absolute 
robbery. Yet we find a motion now before 
the Chambe1· which states that a further tax 
of 2d. in the £1 is going to be added to the 
tax I have just referred to. I would like to 
read for the information of the Chamber 
and for the information of those who read 
" Hansard " a letter which was addressed 
to the Land Tax Commissioner by Mr. 
William Hai'gh. of Ipswich, in reference to 
a property in Queen street-

" 8th December, 1916. 
" The State Commissioner of Taxes, 

Brisbane. 
" Dear Sir,-I enclose a cheque for 

£270 19s. and 1s. stamps. Assessment "'o. 
A 15076 on Queen street shops, but in 
doing so feel compelled to expres~ :my 
astonishmen£ at your Government mak· 
ing such extravagant and confiscatory 
demands on property-owners (for home 
consumption onlv} in contra-distinction to 
all other members of the C')mmunity, 
and to give expression to the feeling 
that the incidence of this State land tax 
seems to be a form of spoliation and 
robbery, especially in view of many of 
the unavoidable demands made and still 
to be made bv the Federal Government 
more immediately for war purposes. 

'' The following figures, based on this" 
vear's asse;,s1nent of the Queen street 
property taxed under Assessment No. 
A 15076, as above, should, I think, give 
rise to serious consideration by all mem
bers of the community, and also mm·e 
especiall:: by the legislators who are 
re5ponsible for bringing about such a 
state of affairs as is herein disclosed:-

Approximate annual 
rental for 1916 
connected with the 
above assessment £1,100 "0 Q; 

State land tax paid 
::\1ay, 1916 .. £223 5 5 

State land tax paid 
Xovember, 1916 214 13 4 

Stqtc land tax paid 
Xovember, 1916, 
being a super 
tax, the estimated 
value of the im
provements being 
less than 25 per 
cent. of the esti
mated value of 
the freehold land 55 18 11 

State income tax 
paid April, 1916 33 8 10 

Federal income tax 
paid ::>larch, 1916 25 18 9 

FedNal land tax 
paid J nne, 1916 80 17 9 

Estimated fire in-
surance, t-welve 
months 39 0 0 

Estimated mainten-
ance, twelve 
months 28 0 0 

Estimated munici
pal and water 
board rates and 
taxes 

Surplus 

121 0 0 

£822 3 0 822 0 0 

£278 0 0 

I ca1cul<tte that the effect of the euper tax, 
which is included in this, will amount to 
£125. Taking that off the £278, we find 
thal there will be £153 left as the result of 
the investment in this property, which has an 
unimprowd value of £16,000. That is th<> 
approximate value placed on this property by 
both the State and Federal Governments, 
l\1r. Haig-h further says-

" It may' be further noted, however, 
that the aboYe items cover only a part 
of the proposed taxation, as both the 
Federal and S~ate Gon'rnments have 
initi<tted claims for a further increase of 
20 or 25 per C<'llt. on the existing income 
tax rates, in addition to which a repatria
tion tax of 1! pPr cent. has also been fore
sh<tdowe<l. In reply to all this. it may be 
m·ged quite naturallv on your own part 
that a great deal of this taxation is origi
nated bY the Federal Government, for 
which your GoYernment is not in any way 
responsible. \Vel!, granted that such is 
the f'ase. still, nevertheless, the Federal 
taxation is intended to be mainly for war 
purpose,, and as such has never been 
resented, but the Queensland State t<txa
tion is I argely for State and othe': non
essential purposes, and the enorm1ty of 

Mr. Macartney.] 
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the land tax imposed, instead of curtail
me.nt of expenditure, is. under the cir
cumstances, bitterly resented <lS extor
tionate and unjustifiable. more especially 
as three-fourths of the State population 
<~-rE• not contributing what thev mighr 
reasonably a.nd equitably be expected to 
do towar·ds the public re,·enue. The 
ironv of the situation is. however, mani
festfy in the fact that the o"·ner is not 
allowed to deduct from rhe "''sc~sment 
the amount of the tax claimed, and so 
may probably be compelled to sulllnit 
ultimatclv to the loss of his or her entire 
incon1e. ~ 

"The above is not a fancifuL isolated, 
or imaginary cas0. but is certain!:- iden· 
tical with the financial pressing difficulties 
of a l-arge nun1ber of property 01Yner~. 
·who have inYested in 1nanY inst<UlCf'', their 
.savings (often of a lifetime) in city 
property as a provision for old age. 

"Surelv it is a situation that •hould 
appeal t7:, lezislators in their omvard 
present course of extravagant and unj11S· 
tifi<~ble expenditure. lightly conceived. but 
unveiled, as to its banefnl effect in the 
nun1erous concrete exa1nples da-ib~ coining 
to light. Another feature that may well 
be considered in this connection is the 
-certain effect of ":UC'h taxation on the snle 
Yalue of landed propertv. seeing that it 
is in consequence gradnalh· L. romin&;" 
more intere'J-bearing to Owners and 
unren1unerative as .an inye-.:;t1nent. Finall~..-, 
as to the extl'a or super tax of £56 
hnposed in this a~ses~nlPnt. no'\v under 
consideration in consequence of the esti
mated value of improvements not equal
ling 25 per cont. of the ecti1nated value of 
the land, permit me to point out the 
injustice and the destrudive effect of such 
a provision. 

'• 'The buildings in this case are ::-ub
stantial brick buildin~s, three ~toric" 
l1igh, which occupy the _,-hole of the 
Queen street frontag-e, ·,yith a ri~ht-of
way at the rear. The tenants of the 
shops will not oceu'"ly the upper floor. and 
consequently that flat is let as offices. If. 
1F>wever, this building, and many others 
similar!,\ affected, wei·e in cons0qurnce of 
this regulation pulle-d ·dol\'n and lofty 
ones erected as demanded to meet tlw 
c<~se, th<>re would be an entire mrfeit of 
,-acant upper floors and offices in Queen 
street, and further difficulties would cer
tttinly arise in raising the neces~·d,ry 
capital on 8ecurities detTinwntallv 
affected by such taxation. Yl:anifestly. 
you cannot force on the erection of expen
sive ~tructures in a city beyond the powe:· 
of economic occupation, and anv attempt 
in that direction would certaii1ly bring 
about financial ruin to manv if tried. 
Lugislators sitting in caucus ought to 
have foreseen the utter impracticability 
of applying such a theory to citv pro
perties. and it is surely not too much to 
ask that there shall be "' recomicler,ttion 
of the State !ar.d tax proposals. with a 
view to decreasing its extortionate and 
destructive incidence." 

The Income 'l'ax Commissioner's renlv to that 
letter was a proper one. He said it ,,·as more 
a politic<tl matter than a matter for him. 

The PREMIER: Would you mind reading 
the replY of the Income Tax Commissioner 
if you have got it? 

[j[r, j{acartney. 

::VIr. MAC ART]'\EY: I haw. at any rme, 
got the contents of the reply of the Income 
Tax Commissioner. He states-

" The points raised were political, and, 
therefore. did not concern his depart
rnent." 

:0Ir. FOLEY: Is that all he said' 
:\lr. }L\.CART]'\EY: That is quite enough. 

The PRE}!IER: It is "' very proper amwer. 

::V1r. ::VIACARTXEY: I consider that that 
letter provide, some matter for the considera· 
tion of this House, and for the consideration 
of the hon. gentleman. \Yhen we remember 
that this tax largelv w1s excused on the 

g-round tl1at it \Yas intended to 
[9 p.m.] bur,,t up big e,tates, and we come 

to realise that these big estates. 
the ~uhjcct-n1atter of this letter, onl::- an1ount 
to 16 perche~. you can in1agine that there is 
~onH_•t.hing \''a nting in the reason that. was 
offt~rcd in i)Upport of that lPgislation. 

The PRDIIER: Presumably, an exceptional 
caF-e. 

)Jr. ::VIACART::\'EY: That is only a case 
which applies in dozen,, and dozens of the 
st1·•cets of Brisbane to-dav, and ran be found 
in tht> 1uge ~tr0C'ts of tlle country to\Yns of 
Quermsla!ld. There can be no qm·.,tion about 
it. and when one remembers that everv £5 
of land tax that iF taken either fron1 the 
far:mer or the citv O\Yner 1neans a rPductibn 
in the CJpit:tl value of his property to the 
extent of 'omething likr £100. one must 
remember that every land taxpaye_r in thE' 
Sta +--_. has got son1e ea use for anxiety and 
~ou~0 rausf' for camp1aint <tg-Rinst the Go~ 
vcmment. The sugge,tion of the erection of 
cxpemiYe buildings on the land. which is 
ronV<'\'Cd in one of the taccation conditions. 
hac· been verv rkarh· answered bv C\Ir. Haigh 
in tha" letter. Ev'cn if it cm{ld be d01:1e. 
you find that the taxation placed upon it 
prevents the people raising the monev neces
sarv. Surelv the hon. membPr must see 
the1·e is something in the nature of injustice 
thrTe: I admit that the letter shows that the 
hnd tax was paid twice in the particular 
year. It is right to point that ont: but even 
pointing that out the burden falls on the 
owner in such a way that I cannot imagine 
the hon. member or his colleagues. or the 
leading of!kr•F. of the public service, who 
give attention to these matters--

The PEDIIER: I can assure the hon. mem
bf'r that I would like to let even-bodv off 
taxation if I could. , , 

::Ur. :\U,·C.-\RT='JEY: The hon. member 
may say that. I am not going to dispute 
that with him at the present moment. but I 
sav that the hon. member cannot realise that 
that is the effect of the taxation on the larger 
number of properties in every city or. town in 
Queewland . .and that he should g1ve con· 
sidNa.tion to it. 

The PRDIIER: I admit that there are ex· 
ceptional cases, but that is not the general 
rnle. 

}h. MACART::\'EY: I sav that is not an 
exceptional case, because the cases are so· 
numerous as almust to compel the hon. mem· 
ber to admit generality. ·what is the effect 
of it going to be? As was stated by the 
hon. member for Burrum the other night, 
ever.v penny of taxation that is put. on the 
prop:e-it may only be transfcrrmg the 
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·money from one pocket to the other-eventu
.allv comes on the enterprise of the com
Jnunitv and the industrial side of the com
munit~-- Surelv the hon. member will realise 
that t'lw case I have mentioned to-night is 
-of YE'ry frequent occurrence, and one that 
requires son1e consideration, and certainly 

.on-- that ought to prevent him putting blindly 
.a supertax of 2d. in the £1 on people who 
are already taxed beyond their capability 
to pa::. I say again that the hon. ruember 
mav .-et e-xperience this result-that the legis
lati:Cn~ of the hon. member and the condi
tions laid do,vn in the course of administra~ 
tion ,,-iJj sit so heavily on enterprise in this 
countrv that there ,,-ill be a reflex action 
before· long. The Treasurer. in his State
ment. is particular to say that there is some
thing he cannot under.,tancl; that there is. 
;;:.o1nething nnder the surface in connection 
with the falling off of the railway revenue. 
Is it not po>-'ible that this legislation and 
athnini~tration are affecting enterprise, are 
affecting production. an,J in the course of 
time will serioush· affect the Government 
finances and the ' >tabilitv of the State? 
The-re are innumerable Instances showing 
that. 

X ow, '"e come to the question of the income 
tax. I have no objection what,•yer to any 
man or woman who gcb £3,000 or more a 
year having to pay his or her sha.re of income 
tax. All I can sav is that I wish I was in 
that position; I would gladly pay the income 
tax. But I sa v that the income tax should 
be leYied SO as not to interfere with enter
prise, and it should be imposed in such a 
1vay tha.t the incmne js caught. as in the 
{'a•e of the Federal authoritic,, in the hands 
-of the people who receive the income instead 
of in the . hands of the companies. If you 
take the mcome tax from the company on 
·the gross earnings of the company, you are 
Dnly, after all, taking a larger ta.x than you 
"·ould from the indi,-icluals who divide that 
profit amongst them. I say it is perfectly 
justifiable to tax the income of a company, 
·but the income is not justly that of the com
pany, but of the shareholders. and the proper 
method is, as the Fc,deral Government are 
doing. to tax it in the hands of the pe lple 
>Yho get it and are aHe to spend it. If they 
keep it for purpose of accretion or reserves. 
by all means levy a tax on that, but tax 
the income so that the incidence of it will 
fall fairly o'n the man according to the 
amount of income he receiYes. I sav that the 
effect of taxing in this way only 'results in 
interfering with enterprise, and the Govern
ment lw,~e not got to that stage "'here they 
can do without enterprise. if our State is 
going to be a success. 

The PRBIIER : \Ye are encouraging enter
))rise. (Opposition laughter.) 

Mr. MACARTNEY: The hon. member 
·says he is encouraging enterprise. The hon. 
1nen1ber's every 0rt is against enterprise. 
-Certa.inly enterprises are going on still, but 
they are enterprises that are only profitable 
to the individuaL They are not of that 
character which is profitable for the State. 

The PRE}IIER: What are you referring to? 

Mr. i\IACARTKEY: I am referring to 
brief barons, and others of that character. 

The PRniiER : The usual spleen from 
Toowong. I did not think yoit would get 
-down to the gutter like that. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! 

Mr. ::\1ACART="EY: If the hon. member 
would not interject he would not get the 
answer. 

The PRB!IER: I was really trying to get 
what you were referring to. 

::\lr. MACART?\EY : You are encouraging 
strike enterprises, not encouraging that 
general enterprise that is good for the State. 

The PRE}IIER : .An insulting slanderer-that 
is all you are. 

The bell indicated that the hon. member's 
time had expired. 

:11r. P -~ Yl\E (Jiitche'.i): It ha.' been said 
to-night that this i~ one of the most important 
dPbatc. that could take place in this House, 
but listening to a number of members of the 
Opposition one has to conclude that they 
treeJecl it in a very frivolous way indeed. 
Quite a number of them ne>er touched on 
the Financial ;Statement at alL Thev have 
la.unched out in abuse of the Goyer.nment, 
calling them robbers, and saying that they 
are doing eyerything to kill the industries 
of tlw State. That is about all they can say. 
The hon. member for l\lurilla got up the 
other night and started off by calling this 
Financial Statement a ''financial drunk" 
\\'hy. I could go to the Gooclna Asylum and 
take the yery worot inmate there and put 
him in the hon. member's place and he 
would sav the same. I asked him where 
111oney was wrongfully :;:pent and he never 
said a word about it. He launched out about 
the Public \Yorks Commission, and he was 
r0ntcmptible enough to my that members 
of that commission had thei_r minds made up 
to turn dmn1 a railwav in his electorate 
before tlwv went to inspect. I saT that a 
more contemptible statement could· not fall 
from the lips of any man. 

The hon. member for l\lurilla clistinctlv 
spt out to slaLcll•r th~ chainnan of th'e 
Public \Yorks Commi.'"ion. ::\lr. Gillies, 
member for Eacham. I have no hesitation 
in saying that during the whole course of 
m' liie I have nen'r met a more hono~1rable 
and conscientious ldan than the hon. member 
for Eacham. Members on the opposite side 
of the Houce have risen in their places and 
made all manner of extravagant statements 
about tl1P Gm·ernment. I have listened care
fullY to the "·hole of the debate, and I have 
not· heard anv evidence to show that the 
Government have done anything wrong as far 
as thPir finances are concerned. Not one 
hon. member has pointed out where the 
Government have done anything wrong as 
far as the finances of the country are con
cerned. If the \Vin-the-war crowd, who are 
always preaching patriotism. had any 
patriotism in them, they would not be clo_ing 
what they are doing at the present hme 
with regard to the present Govprnment. \'\' e 
all know that thi" is the onlv Labour Gm·ern
ment in Australia, and that the whole power 
of capital and the wholH power of every 
other Government in Australia have got 
this Go,-ernment set. Look at all the law 
cases this Government have been forced 
into. The democracy of Queensland should 
be verv thankful indeed that we have a man 
at th<; head of the Government capable of 
handling the affairs of the State as the 
present Premier is. Where would the Labour 
Government in Queensland be to-clay if we 
had not at its head' a man who has ability 
to defend our cases in the highest courts in 
the land? Hon. m£mhers opposite have talkP.d 
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about the \Yaste of money by the Govermnent, 
but they are more responsible for wasting 
money than the Government, because they 
have forced the Government into litigation. 
All the pmvers of the conservative and 
ea pitalistic class in the Commonwealth are 
against the Government. 

Ld me dwell for a moment now on the 
great strike. When speaking on the Address 
in Reply the other night, I said that I 
believed in peace and that I would like to 
see peace among all mankind. But I do 
not believe in peace if the workers of this 
country have to humiliate themselves to the 
position of slaves in order to earn a living. 
The shipping companies have been backed 
up by the Opposition and the other Chamber 
in their attempt to bring the strike from 
New South Wales into Queensland. Honest 
men must recognise that attempts have been 
made to bring that strike here. Why? 
Because this is the only State in Australia 
which has a Labour Government, and because 
this is the only Government in Australia 
that has settled a strike in a reasonable and 
intelligent kind of way. People say that the 
unionists will not handle this, and will not 
do that. and that unionists will not work 
with "black labour." I give every unionist 
in Australia credit for not working with a 
"scab," not working with a man who would 
try to undermine him in earning a living, 
and who would make it more difficult for 
his wife and children to get the ordinary 
comforts of life. The Opposition, the Upper 
House, anrl the Federal Government, have 
done ~verything in their power to bring 
chaos mto Queensland. Xearlv three-fourths 
of the men who have enlisted from Australia 
are members of some union or another. 

Hon. \Y. D. AmrSTROXG: That is a pure 
statement. 

l\lr. P A Y::--;'E : Hon. membo,rs opposite and 
those they represent howled for the conscrip
tion of life, and those gentlemen are now 
st~nding up for the strikers in Sydney being 
w!ped out. Dean .Tal bot, who put in his time 
wrth the Australrans at the front, has said 
that he has seen the Australians in everv 
phase of life, that he has been drawn towards 
the bushmen and workers of Australia and 
that 90 per cent. of the men he saw on a'n the 
fronts were unionists. Yet we have this Win
the-war crowd howling for conscription, and 
trying to get able-bodied unionists out of 
the country, so that. when tl:ey ~re away they 
may smash up therr orgamsatwns. That is 
what is behind all this. A deliberate 
attempt is being made to destroy and burst 
up every Labour organisation in Australia 
while the big majority of their members 
are away fighting for the Empire; and that 
is. what they call patriotism'. I only ask 
fmr pla:,·, and for a reasonable thing. I 
am satisfied. that. rt \yould be an easy thing 
to settle thrs stnke rf Mr. Hughes or Mr. 
Fuller would only show a little• common 
sense such as \Vas sho\vn b~ our own Premier 
If they did that, they could easilv sett!~ 
the strike without humiliating themselves, 
and get the wheels of industry moving in a 
smooth way throughout Australia. But we 
know very well what is behind all their 
actions. i believe that a big majority of 
the men in Australia who are always pro
claiming their patriotism .would rather defeat 
the Labour movement in this countrv than 
wi'n the war in which the Empire is now 
engaged. So bitter have they become against 
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Labour that they have set out in a definite
wa;.· to undermine this Labour Government 
and every Labour organisation. 

The PREMIER : A campaign of slander. 

Mr. P AYNE : Yes, a campaign of slander. 
The PRE1IIER: That the public are seeing 

through .. 

C\1r. PAY::--;'E: While I believe that any 
member of the Opposition is pnrfectly within 
his rights in honestly criticising any action 
of the Government, I do not think they 
should make all manner of unreasonable
statements for which there is not one word 
of justification. I have been in this House 
for thirteen years, and I have never heard 
a body of men so utterly regardless of facts 
and truth as the present Opposition are, so
far as the Government are concerned. The 
only explanation of such conduct seems to be 
that there is a general election looming in 
sight, and they think that by making those 
misstatements they are going to gull the
pPople of the country. I believe that when 
the Government appeal to the electors they 
will come back with a bigger majority than 
they have at the present time. 

Hon. \V. D. ARo!STROXG : Oh, Cresar ! 

Mr. P AY~E: I have travelled over 
Queensland a goo-d deal lately. and I claim 
to have just as 1nuch comn1on sense as the 
con. member for Lockver. and I can say 
that in everv centre I liave visited through
out the length and breadth of Queensland the 
people are sick and tired of this win-the-war 
crv. (Hear, hear!) C\Ien that were ardent 
'-npporters of the \Vin·the-war partv, really 
beliewd that they were going to do some--

thing to win the Wilr more 
[9.30 p.m.] quickly t~an anyone els~, and 

were earned a wa v bv theu feel
ing--. but they are now losing· that idea. \Ye 
have an instance in \Vestern Australia of 
the way the pendulum is swinging round. 
If ~-ou make inquiries for yourself, you w_ill 
find that the farmers of this State recogmse 
what the Government have clone. I have 
heard members of the Opposition interjecting 
to·night, and I want to get thf- position into 
" Hansard," so as to let the farmers read it 
and see the dreadful statements hon. mem
bers opposite are making. They are saying 
that the dairv farmers of Queensland are 
selling their herds to pay the land tax. 

Hon. \Y. D. ARoiSTROXG: So they are. 

:\fr. P A YNE: It is a deliberate misgtate· 
ment. I nave been through the farming 
community in the Bell, Kingaroy, and other 
districts, and I have letters in my pocket 
from the farmPrs, telling me that they were 
never in a more prosperous condition in their 
life, and are quite satisfied with the present 
Government. \Ve know that the Opposition 
recognise that the farmers are turning away 
from them because of the unreasonable and 
uncalled-for statements which they are mak
ing. 

Hon. IV. D. AR:IISTROXG: There are farmers 
in the Lockyer district coming down here 
to take higher wages in Brisbane and leaving 
the-'-, farms. 

::\-Ir. P A YNE : The farmers in the Lockyer 
district will wipe the hon. member out next 
time. (Laughter.) I say that in a friendly 
way. The farmers in the Lockyer district 



ar<? organising at the present time to put the 
i n. :uembcr out at the next election. 

Hon. \V. D. AR}ISTRONG: You do not know 
what you ar<' talking about. 

::Yir. PAYNE: \Ve have onl:v to wait until 
tlw next g,._,neral election is o'Vcr t.o see who 
io corr·cd. The Financial Statement shows 
a deficit for the year just pa sed of £253,000. 

Hon. J. TOL}!IE: That is a mere bagatelle. 
(Laughter.) 

:\Ir. PA Y::\"E: It would be very much 
better if the ledger was squared. I will 
admit, but if you take into consideration 
what this Government have had to pass 
through, the money that it has had to forego 
in different direction··. owing to the tremen
dous opposition to their taxation proposals 
both here and in the other House--

Hon. J. TOLliiiE interjected. 
:\fr. PAYNE: The taxation on incomes 

m·er £3,000 would have gre:ttly reduced this 
deficit. Is there anyone bold enough to say 
that a man getting an income of over £3,000 
a year cannot afford to pay a little more 
taxation at the present time? We have men 
in this country who have more regard for 
money than for human lives. They care 
nothing at all .about the lives of the best 
me1.1 in this country; but when you touch 
thmr pockets they rr·ally go mad. Look at 
the "g-itation we have had all through Aus
tr lia ''bout the conscription of life. Have 
;mu c,-or r<.od al'ythin" < Hbout the con
scripti m of wealth? You have never heard 
one of the great moneyed people in this 
country, who has put money into the war 
loan, say that they were prepared to give 
their money without interest. I claim that 
the le 1st they ccmlcl do was to give their 
moner without interest; that, if necessary, 
the:v ought to give their money altogether, 
and then they would not give as much as the 
men who have shouldered their rifles and 
gone into tho firing lino. I know hundreds 
u£ mou iu my electorate who have kft good 
billets b hke up a rifle at 5s. a clay, and 
not to make money out of it. 

Mr. CARTER : To defend their lives. 
:\Ir. P A YNE: They had a spirit which 

drm·e them to the war, and they are fighting 
at t~? front. After all, the moneyed clacses 
of L01s cnuntry howl very much more to pro
Let thm' the working men. We have heard 
a lot from thr hon. member for Toowong 
a),out the tremendous taxation on some of 
our city properties. The city property in 
Brisbctne should pay taxation. I woul·d like 
to see the big bulk of the land tax got from 
cit: property, and the farmers taxed as 
lightly as possible. The men and women in 
the country, who are rearing big families, 
which are going to be our greatest asset, as 
we have lost so many men .at the war, should 
be let off as much as possible; and the men 
in the city who are doing nothing at all, and 
who, perhaps, bought their land at a very 
small cost and benefited by the construction 
of roads and other improvements, should pay 
the biggest share of land taxation. As I 
said before, if this Government had had a 
fair deal, there would not have been any 
deficit at all. 

Hon. J. TOLYIIE: What do you call a fair 
deal? 

Mr. P A YNE : I will give yon some reasons 
as to what I think is a fair deal. I stated 
earlier in my remarks that the "National 
Win-the-war Government" are going out 
of thei'r way to stifle this Government 
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in every move they are making to bring 
about peace amongst strikers and normal 
conditions in the State. I find that the 
Federal Government have even deducted 
between £50,000 and £60,000 per year since 
the war started on account of the number ol£ 
men -,.ho have left this State for the front .. 
Tho Commonwealth is mpposed to return, 
25s. per capita for the inhabitants of this, 
Slate, and during the first two years of the
\Yar Queensland has lost about £100,000• 
through their men being ;tway. These men 
arc considered citizens or the State, and 
ha Ye their namh on the roll, but because< 
they went into the firing-line the State has 
lost that £100,000, and it is e .timated that a 
sum of £60,000 will be lost to the State 
through the absence of these men during·< 
1917-18. The least that the Commonwealth· 
could have done was to have paid the State· 
on account of the men who have gone to the 
front, as their homes are here, their parents 
are here, and they are recognised citizens of 
this State. I find, again, that through the 
influence of the Opposition in stopping 
certain legi'slation that was proposed by the 
Government and which passed through this 
Chamber but was defeated in the Legislative 
Council-that is the taxing of incomes over< 
£3,000-that the Government lost somewhere< 
about £180,000. They also lo,,t between 
£40.000 and £50,000 that was to be devoted 
out of that sum to repatriation and assistance 
to returned soldiers. I also find-through the· 
actions of the Opposition and their friends 
in an ether p 1 ace-that there is no possibility 
of this Government squaring the accounts 
of this country unless they turn round and 
tax the man on the lowest rung of the 
ladder. \Ve have heard a good deal about 
the taxation propoc-als; about what this 
Government should have done and what they 
should not have clone. This Government has 
sho" n good sta.tcsmanship in keening thi'ngs 
normal during th•<se abnormal times. This 
Govc•rnment is out .to tax those people who 
are best able to be<ar the burden, but there 
ie no possibility, while the Legislative Council 
i's constituted as at prr,ent, of this Govern
ment carrying out a policy of progress and 
fair play to the people of this country. If 
this Government was to bring in a poll tax 
of £1 a. head on every man i'n Queensland 
it would pass through the Upper House. 
Members of the Opposition say they beliPve 
in a noll tax. Is that the kind of taxation 
that thev want this Government to bring in? 
They will not speak I want to know from 
the leader of the Opposition in what way 
he is goi'ng to ascist this Government to 
.quare the finances of this State during these 
troublous times? 

Hon. J. TOLMIE: I will tell you next July. 
Mr. PAYNE: I want to know whether 

you wish the Government to raise the fares 
and freights, or whether you wish the 
Government to tax the man on the land. I 
ask the Opposition whether they are pre
pared to hdp the Govcrnnwnt through these 
troublous times. 

Hon. J. TounE : We are not called upon 
to help the Government. 

Mr. PAYNE: You made a statement, as 
leader of the Opposition, at the beginning 
of this session of Parliament, that you were 
prepared to do your best to help the Govern
ment over these troublous times. 

Hon. J. ToLMIE: If you come to me in a. 
proper way I will give you all the assistance 
I can. 
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Mr. P A Y~E: You must recognise that the 
earnings of the railways have been cut down 
considerably on account of the tremendous 
hi'gh _cost of materials. You must recognise 
that 11_1 every other walk of life to-day costs 
have mereased enormously. 

Hon. J. TOL'.\IIE : If you look a,t the stores 
account you will Fee that there is not such 
a tremendous difference. 

Mr. P A YKE : At the present time it costs 
mora than twice as much as in previous 
years to purchas~ the necessary articles to 
carry on that bus mess. Do you deny that? 

Hon. J. TOLMIE: There are a lot of thi'ngs 
that I dony. 

l\lr. P AYKE : Do you mean to say that 
the ordinary ra:ils used in railv, ay construc
tiOn are l)ot tw!Ce as dear as they were two 
_years ago ? Do you mean to say that every 
article required during the last year has not 
increased in price a hundredfold? 

Hon. J. ToL'.\TIE: How have I offended you 
that you are directing all your remarks to 
me por··onally ? 

The PRE'.\UER ; There is no one else worth 
ftd0re&:,ing over there. 

::Y1r. P AYNE: I have heard a good deal 
about the mismanagement of our railways 
and we have been told that so much ·could 
be saved. I do not know how the railways 
are ma,naged, but this Government has only 
been in office a littie over two years, and if 
there is any mismanagement in connection 
with the railways it has been caused by the 
previous Government. You could not expect· 
thi's Government to take over such a huge 
concern as the Queensland railways and put 
them on a different footing in two a,nd a-half 
years. The hon. member for Murilla the 
other night complained that the workmen 
in the Ipswich workshops were allowed a 
quarter of an hour each da v to "ash their 
hands, and he worked the "cost out at the 
enormous Llm of £10,000 a year. Will any 
member of the Opposition rise in his place 
and sJy that the men V.'o:,king in our Rail
W<lY Department are getting too much 
"ages? If I thought they were getting too 
much in wages I would say so. 

Mr. O'SeLLIVAN: The hon. member for 
Dalby insinu.: tcd it. 

Mr. P AY::--.IE : The hon. member for Dalby 
stated that the railways vvcre overmanrwd
that thcv were falling over one another; that 
it took five men to do one man's work. Th<1t 
is in kc0ping with some of the other state
ments th<lt have fallen from the Opposition. 
I would not mind the Opposition nnking 
such statements if they could only substan
tiat-e them. It is their business to criticise, 
but they have no ri~ht t0 get up and 1nake 
inc0rrcct statements of that nature. I do 
not Lclievc any Commissioner would keep 
five men to do one man's work. 

Mr. VowLES: \Vhv have vou appointed a 
commission to find out? ' 

Mr. P A Y~E : That commFslOil was 
appointed to try and undo some of the 
wrongs .created by previous GoYcrnmcnts. 
There was eupposcd to be some leakages in 
connection with the raih.·ays, and the com
mission is out to tn· and ascertain where 
those leakages are. Those leakages were not 
created by thf' pre,ent Government. It is all 
moonshine• to s<lv that a Government that has 
only been in power two and a-half y0ars 
~ould undo a grt>at business concern like the 
Queensland railways in that short period. 
\Ve know very well it could not be done. I 
ahink the Government have done fairly well, 
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and had we experienced normal times, no 
war, and no drought, this Gov-ernment would 
ha vc shown the people of Quoensl<md their 
capabilitic; in such a way that there would 
never have l1e~cn any chan~c of moving then1 
from the Treasury benches. Thev took office 
in the very worst period that Queensland has 
known, in a period of drought, and war, and 
disorganisation of industries created J,y th"' 
Tories. The disorganisation of the railways 
in Xew South \Val~c_; \Hls deliL.erately created 
by the introduction of the card system, and 
ever since that dispute has existed in ~ ew 
South Wales efforts have been made to extend 
it to Queensland in order to eau ·e this Go
vernment-the only Le.bour Governm"'nt in 
Anstrulia-as much difficulty as possible. 
Some reference was made to the Public 
Works Commission by the hon. me(nber for 
Murilla-a man who is capable of saying 
anything. He has no rcgar·d for facts; he 
speaks in a n1ost un:wrupulous vvay, and 
make-; tremendously >'ash statements. He 
talked about the cx'pense of the commission. 
I dealt on a previous occasion with his state
Jnent ~1bout tho comnrission going into his 
electorate with their minds rn<1de up to turn 
clown the proposed railway from J undah to 
'Taroom. I said bdore that that as a con
tcmptib1e staten1ent to make. I vvould ask 
anv member on thB other side to read the 
Teport of the commission on that line care
fully, and say whether, from a land settle
ment point of view, it was possible to make 
any other report than we did? The whole 
of the evidence proved conclusively that for 
the whole di.,tanec from Junduh to Taroom 
no one would take up any of that land if he 
got it foe nothing; it was "J heavily infested 
with prkkly-pear. The Denham Governm~nt 
were respon·-iblc for that state of affa1rs. 
They purchased Jundah Station for a good 
many thousands of pounds, and they 
allmved the land to lie there until it 
be• 1,mc so infested with prickly-pear that 
men vyould ·not take it up, and those 
who did try to clear it had to seek a 
livine; elsewhere .after spending- all their 
rnonev in th · endeavour to clear the land of 
pe:1r. V ='To con1mon-sense Au-=.t:-alian • who 
knmn the value of land. ancl who is familiar 
with the conditions surrounding land settle
ment in that district, after reading- the svYorn 
eyidcnce taken bv the commission, could 
come to anv other conclusion than that. we 
conld not poesihlv recommend the buildinr; 
of that railway. In concluEion. I say that. in 
c'Jite of all the antics of the Opposition. their 
friendc in the Upper Hou·e, and their friends 
in the National Parliament, the Government 
arc going to comr" out on top. Thc:v are 
going to prove to the ,,-orkers of this country 
that thev arc the onlv Government in Aus
tralia to:·dav who have the b·tckbone to stand 
up for th0 workers-the only wealth-pro
ducers in this or any other countrv-and when 
the ti"Je con;c-s the. wealth-producers will not 
forg-et them. 

The House rec·urned. The CHAIR~fA::<i re
ported progrecs, and the Committee obtained 
leav~" to sit agajn on Tuesday next. 

ADJOL'R:\ME~T. 
The PREMIER: I beg to movt•-That this 

House do now adjourn. 'Iho business on 
Tuesday will LP the continuation cf the 
ddnte on the Financial Statement, to be 
followt•-d bv the re't of the business as it 
apncars on"thc paper. 

0'te:,tion put and passed. 
The House adjourned at five minutes to 

10 o'clock. 




