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LEGISLATIVE COUNCil.. 

\VEDNESDAY, 10 OcTOBER, 1917. 

The PRESIDING CHAIRMAN (:Hon. W. F. 
Taylor) took the chair "'t half-past 3 o'clock. 

NEW 11EMBERS. 
The PRESIDING CHAIRMAN announced 

that he had received from the Governor a 
letter, dated lOth October, intimating that 
Hi's Excellency h"'d been pleased to summon 
to the Council-

\Valter Russell Crampton, Esquire, of 
Brif'bane; 

Henry Llewelyn, EsquirP, of Gym pie; 
\Villiau Halliwell Demainr, Esquire, of 

Maryborough; 
Gcralcl Page-H a.nify, Esquire, of Bris­

bane; 
H ami! ton Cuffe J ones, Esquire, of Bris-

b~ne; 
Lcwis Me Donrrlcl, Esquire. of Briobane; 
Irvinc Pcrcl, EsquirP. of Brisbane; 
\Villiam J ames Riordan, Esquire, of 

13ri,bane ; and 
Richard Surnnm', Esquire, of Brisbane. 

Tlw following- hon. gentlemen \Yere then 
introduced by flon. P. Murphy, and, having 
produced their writs of summons and oaths 
of allegiance, thev subscribed the roll and 
took their seats :....: 

Hon. \V. R. Crampton; 
Hou. G. Page-Hanify 
Hon. II. C. J onPs; 
Hon. L. McDonalcl: 
Hon. I. PDrcl ; and 
Hon. W. J. Riordan. 

At a later hour Hon. R. RU:l!NER was intro­
duced bv the Secretarv for :vJ:ines, and. 
having· produced his writ of summons and 
oath of all<'giance, h<' subscrib<>d the roll and 
tcwk his seat. 

The SECRETARY FOR :iYII:\'ES: I dc­
·ire, on behalf of the Government. to offer 
my congratulations to the hon. members who 
hav<> just been appointed to this branch of 
tlw LPgislature. The hon. gentlemen who 
have ju't taken their seats are well known to 
the public of QuDensland, and I am quite 
satisfied theY will prove an acquisition to 
this Hous<> in every way, and prove worthy 
of th" positions to whi'ch the Governor in 
Counci-l has thoug-ht fit to appoint them. I 
also d(,,ir<> to offer the hon. members mv 
personal cm.;r:ttulations. bPcause I know 
them well. and I feel sure that they will fill 
their po,itions with credit 11ncl do all that is 
required of any gentJpman who may be 
appointed to thi's House. 

Ho~. P. J. LEAHY: Probably it will not 
be out of place if I, a comparatively young 
member of this Chamber, also offer my 
felicitations to the new members. (Hear, 
hear !) As we all know-probably the new 
members do not know it at present, but they 
will know it in time-this is a non-partv 
Chamber. (Laughter.) If there is any 
person at all who is supposed to be a some­
what keen politician, or if there is any 
group of such persons, perhaps I •m one of 
them. I may say this, however, that, whether 
inside or outsid" of Parliament, I have 
always been as friendly with m,· political 
opponents as with my political friends. I 

[Hon. A. J . .lanes. 

have always held the view that life is ton 
short for political animosities. \Ve cannot 
all see the same way either in religion or in 
politiM. There will inevitably be differences 
of opinion; there will be conflicts of opinion: 
but, after all, it is from the conflict of 
opinion that we get truth, and surely truth­
whether political or other truth-ought to 
be the main object we seek. I rememb('r 
\vhcn a very important man who is no'\v a 
member of this House was appointed to thi' 
Ch<tmber, a friend of his, with a sense of 
humour somewhat like that possessed by th,, 
Secretary for Minf's, congratulated him in 
thc"e words: " I delight to think that you 
arc at last an honourable man." That hon. 
member was an honour<tblc man before lw 
came here, and I suppos~ that all these 
gentlctnen were honourable n1en before 
tl1Py ontcred this Chamber; but it cer­
tainly does not detract anc·thing from 
their honour to be elevated to the high 
position that they occup:: now. As I said 
before. no doubt there ·xill be conflicts of 
opinion. Spe<tking for myself-and I think 
mm,t of us can say the same thing-I han' 
endeavoured to do my duty as I have seen ir. 
\Ve have to remember that in this Chamber 
we represent the whole of the people of the 
State. IVP mav make mistakes-that is th,, 
lot of ever; m'an who is human-but I do 
not think that wP make many mistakes. At 
an:' rate. there i,, one advantage which will 
spring from having such a large number of 
new members, -full of vigour and enE.::tgy, and 
pPrhaps some of a militant type, added to 
this Chamber. \Ve shall have verv free and 
I have no doubt very interesting 'discussions 
upon all the topics that come before us. In 
this branch of the Legislature I have frP­
qncntly known-in fact, I may say it is th<• 
general thing-arguments to influ0nce votes. 
I was for many years in the other place, but 
I am not sure that I ever !ward an argu­
ment influence a vote there. It might in­
f!uPnce a man's opinion, but it did not 
influpncc his vote. Arguments I have heard 
in this Chamber have often influenced m·; 
>ote, and it is quite on the <·arcls that som£· 
of thece new members. C'cpocially if they take 
to quoting poetvy like the Minister does. 
mav offer sound reasons \Yhich will alter mv 
opinion in some respects. May I also say in 
all friendline~s that it is possible that somf' 
of the opinions we exprhs here may in some 
way make a slight imprr,sion upon the new 
member-. who, I hope, como into this 
Chamber with open minds. I have only 
again, in conclusion, to congratulate the ne-r 
members upon the high and dignified position 
to which they have been called. 

HONOURABLE ME~!BERS: Hear, hear! 

Ho;,;. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: I also wish 
to offer my congratulations to the gentlP­
men who havo joined us to-clay, and I am 
very pleased to see them here. I have said 
before in this Chamber that I thought it 
was the duty of the Government to appoint. 
nf'w members to replace those who have left 
us for one reason or anoth0r. It will roliov<' 
the Minister from a tremendous responsi­
bilitv, and I am very pleased to see him 
smiling so much this afternoon. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : I am morE' 
pleased than you arc. (Laughter.) 

Hox. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: I can 
assure the hon. gentleman that I am per­
fectly pleased. I am glad to see tho bcnche' 
filled, and I am sure this accession to our 
numbers will lead to more discussion and 



New J11embers. [10 OCTOBER.) New Members. 1713 

fuller debate, with the result that legislation 
will probably be still further improved by 
going through this House. I hope that the 
new members will be here for manv a vear, 
and that I shall be here with them. 'I do 
not look upon their appointment as a fore­
runner of the abolition of the Council. 
Again I say I am pleased to see them here, 
and I hope they may long remain with us. 

Ho:>:OUR.\BLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Ho~. P. l\fCRPHY: Now that the leaders 

of the various political parties in this Cham­
ber have spoken, I do not think it will be 
out of place for some of the followers to 
say a word or two. Lately, although the 
weather has been getting warm. I have felt 
rather cold over here by myself, especially 
?nring th<; absence of my only companion 
m supportmg the Government. the Hon. Mr. 
l\fcDonnell, who is away just now. I am 
very pleased that these gentlemen have been 
appointed. I know ·most of them, and I am 
quite certain that they will do their duty 
honourably and well in this Chamber. My 
only regret is that there are not a lot more 
of them. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: I suppose on the prin­
ciple that you cannot have too much of a 
good thing. 

Hox. P. MURPHY: Exactlv. The Hon. 
Mr. Leahy ha' anticipated what I was about 
to say. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: I can read your 
thoughts sometimes. 

Hox. P. MURPHY: The recognised 
leader of the Opposition made the remark 
that there is no party in this Chamber. Per­
haps there m·e no parties here, but on occa­
sions there are some signs of it. ThE' Hon. 
::.\1r. Hawthorn said he welcomed the new 
memloers here most heartily. I also welcome 
th0m just as heartily. I have no doubt that 
they •vill be here for a long time, and [ hope 
that I '•hall be itere a long time with theni. 

Hox. .·\. A. DA VEY: I cannot let the 
opportunity pass without adding my con­
gratulations to tho.sE' of other hon. members. 
I remember thar, when I was first appointed 
to this Council, I had very little knowledge 
of its proceedings. I ha.-e been known to 
most people in Queensland for a great 
number of vears, and it has 'llwavs been mv 
endeavour 'to do !he best I could for the 
interests and wellbeing of the whole com­
munitv. When I had the honour of being 
appointed to this House I was not particu­
larly gushing over it. I did not feel that it 
was a place for me at all. However, when I 
got the call I felt it was my duty to ce>me. 
and I came here ~IYith idE'as that I had gained 
from careful investigation or from conversa­
tion with people who held similar views to 
myself. But I came here with a wrong idea 
entirely of the character of this House. I 
=me here aHer listening to a lot of the clap­
trap that had been talked throug-hout the 
counh·~-, expecting to find that this House 
was a House of fossils and incompetents. 
When I came here I found, to my wrprise, 
that I had been misled. I found that. this 
House had been wrongly named, as there are 
hon. gentlemen here who have come forward 
with democratic proposals, so democratic in 
fact that they flabbergasted manv alleged 
democrats in the country. In short, my 
experience of this Home has been that it is 
a democratic House. It has been a demo­
cratic House ever since I came here-not 
that I take credit for making it so, I am 
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free to confus that I never studied the pro­
ceedings of this House until I was appointed 
to it. I can safely say that it is true of 
many supporters of the Labour movement, 
and the democratic movement throughout 
the countr~·. th;.,t they take too much for 
granted. I was perfectly surprised after I 
came here to find how democratic this House 
w,1s. This has alwavs be<m a democratic 
House, and has alwa~s done its utmost for 
the furtherance of the interests of the whole 
of the people. So far as party is concerned, 
I have said before, and I say now, that there 
<ne no parties in this House. Of course, if 
the Government want to make parties here, 
they can easily make it a party House, but 
hitherto it has not been a party House at all. 
That is proved by the divisions and the 
debates which have taken place here. I con­
gratulate the new hon. members, and I want 
to oa.v in all sinceritv that I have reason to 
belie~e that they are" open to conviction and 
open to follow the truth, and I think that, if 
they follow the debates that take place in 
this House, the tendency as time goes on will 
be that th~y will support ninety-nine out of 
<>very hundred proposals that emanate from 
the so~called " fo!io;:ils " and "conservatives" 
of this place. I think it is a good thing that 
the vacancies have been filled up. Person­
ally, I feel proud of being a member of this 
House. I did not feel particularly proud at 
first, because I did not think it was a House 
that anyone cared very much about. I hope 
that >Ye shall work together, apart from any 
party considerations, and that we shall con­
sider only the interests of the whole com­
munity, and not of a section of the· com­
munity. If we do that, we shall be a happy 
family. I am certain that our debates will 
be more intNccsting. I hope we shall have a 
happy time togeth, r. and that our delibera­
tions together will prove to be beneficial to 
the country. (Hear, hear !) 

* Ho:-~. B. F AHEY: I also desire to convey 
m~> congratulations to the hon. gentlemen 
who have entered this Chamb"r bv virtue of 
appointment by the Governor's warrant. I 
do not know any of the hon. gentlemen per­
sonally, but, judging by their appearance, I 
am sure that in time they will prove a credit 
to debates in this House. I hope that the 
rarified atmosphere of this House will not 
disagree with the political views of the hon. 
gentlemen. I hope tha.t they will be here to 
do what is required of them with credit to 
themselves, and that is an assistance to the 
hon. gentleman who leads this House. I 
have suggested to that hon. gentleman more 
than once, while he has been carrying out 
his duties here. that he should have more 
assistance from those who represent his 
political views. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: He has done very well, 
all the same. 

Hex. B. F AHEY: He has done very well 
indeed-bettPr probably than many . other 
men woulrl have done undE'r trying Circum­
stances. The hon. gentleman has often had 
my sympathy. 

Hon. P. J'viURPHY: And your support! 

Ho~. B. FAHEY: Occasionally. I am 
not a party man. Let me tell my hon. 
friend who just interjected that ever since 
the present part:v came int'o power there is 
no one in thie House who has ever seen the 
hon. gentleman vote against that party. If 
there is anv indication of party feeling in 
this House,· I would like to know where it 

Hon. B. Fahey.] 



1714 New Members. (COUNCIL.] Indus! ial Arbitratio,~, Etc., BiT!. 

comes from, becau,;e the hon. gentleman ha,s 
been -consistent in voting and speaking in 
favour of the present party in power. I 
compliment the hon. gentleman on his con­
sistency. \Ye know. howeYer, that "Charity 
begins at home." \Yhen the hon. gentleman 
says that there are parties in this House, if he 
analyses his own fpeJingc, he must admit that 
he is setting the example, I hope the hon. 
members who have been appointed to this 
Council this afternoon will be as comistent 
as the Hon. :\Ir. :'IIurphy. I hope al•o that 
thev will do their dutv as creditablv as he 
has" done. I n1ay sav that for so1Y1e ~vears I 
have scarcely had a c'onflict of opinion' in this 
House. \Yhen I first came into it I wa~ on 
my legs four or five times a day. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: It is because we will 
not fight you. \Ve know you are always will­
ing to fight. 

HoK. B. F AHEY: Kot that at all. 
It is because the parties have not been s•) 
well divided as thev "·ere when I first 
c-\l.tlO herP. \"'\'"hen I \yas first appointed to 
the Council \Ye were fc.urteen against hY·'nty­
eight, and we fought them so successfully 
that \ve -were l'E.,.pGnsiblc for pas,jiug all the 
democratic Acts thnt now gra~e the statute­
book of this State. Again I congratulate 
these },on. rrcntle1ner.. I hope we shall haye 
a pleasant c time together. and edifying de­
batc-"; they carrying out their views, a.n.d 
other gentlemen-m:1self included-carrying 
out our views, but all for the credit of the 
House and good of the country. (H,,ar, 
hear!) 

HoK. B. W. H. FOWLES: I nm sure that 
all memb<>re of the Council are only too 
happy to we !come the new appointees to the 
atmosphere of freedom that <cxieb in the 
LegislatiYc C Juncil. (Hear, hear!) Her<' 
it is open to anyone to ask his politic-al 
opponent to go to the refreshment-room with 
him or to C'll him lo go to another place. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: You don't go to the 
rcfrhhment-room, do you? 

HoK. E. IV. H. FOWLES: There is such 
an atmo ,,,here of freedom here that an hon. 
1lle1nber is fr(;e to do as he pleases. It is 
unusual for llll mbcrs to be appoin•ed to this 
House during the session, but then this is an 
unusual GoYornment. \Ye are glad that the 
Government have taken the occasion. 
although tardily, to seize the opportunity of 
carrying {)Ut at any rate one of the Inan­
dates of the ooumry giYcn to thc'n on 5th 
May la ,t, when th0 country said th ,t they 
wished the LegislatiYe Council to continue, 
and, as a corollary, that the;- wished its 
members to be lcept up to the maximum 
number of forty-four. I am glad that the 
Government, eyen though late. have 
awakened to !heir ,duty in this matter, and 
have appointed nine hon. gentlemen to assist 
in the debates of this House. and to relieve 
the rl'ct of the nwmbers from the onerous 
duty of assisting the :"v1inister to get Bills 
improved and passed through this Chamber. 
I feel sure that the House will welcome the 
accession to its debating power. 'Without 
offering any criticism of the appointments at 
all, pE>rsonally we all agree that the mining 
interests in this House are not as well repre­
sented as they should be. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIXES: The shipping 
interests .are. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: I am not 
referring to politics at all. I mig'ri" rdor 
to the late hmented Hon. Lewis Thomas, 

[Hon. B. Fahey. 

for instance. If >ve look through the list 
of thooe v ho ha ,-e taken part in the debates 
in this Home, we ehall find that there are 
Yerv fev: 1nen v:bo kuo\v 1nnch about 1nining 
except some. perhaps, who have lost money 
in shares. (Laughter.) 

Hon. P. J. LE.\HY: It shows they don't 
kno>v much, or thoy would not lose their 
ntoney. 

Hon. T. C. BEIRXE: Did you e.-er lose any 
n1oney yourself? 

Hox. E. iY. H. FOWLES: I have lost 
t30Il}'C n1oney at times in mining. 

Hon. I. PEHEL: Anvboch- wh0 has !Of't 
money should be wolcor{led in this House. 

Hox. E. W. H. FOie. LES : I hope the hon. 
1110rnb0r will lose none by con1ing here. I an1 
s-lad tbe ho~1. Ineinber has joined the ranks 
o£ the voluntary labourers for the good of 
t!re cc mrtr'. T do not know if there are anv 
r·epresent :iti·n_'~ o£ the far1ning interest~s 
all10llgs.t the ne'\v n1eL1hers .. hr:.cau~je '\Ve n1u&t 

rer.1, 1nbr'r that it is 111ining and agriculture, 
''"ith the help of good seasc ns. thr- pulls 
Queensland tln-cugh it::- tin1es of cri,,c~.. Per­
'onally I ha n' not the pleasure of the 
acquaint.mce of all o£ the hon. members 
who haYc ju~r been rl!J~)ointed to this House. 
but I can saY that, no 111atter ho\.v ·cli"ltin­
guish<'d an.c· i""" ma-- haye been before he 
came into the Council. the fact that he is 
;._ ppoint0L: l c:re in every ca:;;c adds honout 

ud di;;tinction to hit:.L I an1 sure we all 
take it fnr granted th _;t the ne\Y n1mr.:.bers 
· :1o han) lJPPn Eppoint(·d "ill be a strength 
to the ·Jebatinv. ])ov:er of this HousP, and 
that the•· will - JHe>sc·r.-e the traditional 
(. nrt0::.ie~ of ParJianlaY't which have existed 
here for fifty years. and ,.-!rich. we hope. 
v ilJ exi, t for the next 100 years. I hope 
that the 11 on. n1cnlbers wjll asBist us bY 
deYoting thcnm'IYe'• "'hole-hearte,cllv to the 
hc,sr iutcrcc•s of our belm-ed State.' (Hear, 
hear l) 

Ho". W. H. CRA::\IPTO::\: On behal' of 
the new appointees. I desire to 1hank hon. 
members for the congratulations offered this 
after.:oon. I must say that we are delight•:d 
to kno\\. fron1 the :ts::3urancc::; of our friends 
oppo,ite that we ha.-e come to the home of 
de.nocracy. (Rea•·, hear! and laughter.) All 
I can say on behalf of myself and my 
fri_ends wh? ha.-e be,,n newly appointed to 
tins Counpl '"·that v·e sincerely hope that 
our pohhcal lrvcs here will be short and 
sv:ce:. (Laughter.) 

Hon. P. ,J. LE.IHY: It is on!,, the good 
that die yonnr<, so you are quite safe. 
(Laughter.) · 

IKDUSTRIAL ARBITRATION ACT OF 
1916 AME~DMENT BILL. 

FIRST READIXG. 

HoK. P. J. LEAHY: I beg lea ye to pre­
sent the BilL and move-That it be now read 
a first time, 

Question put and passed. 

MoTION THAT THE BILL BE PRIKTED. 

HoK. P. J. LEAHY: I beg to move-That 
the Bill be printed. 

The SECRETARY FOR :'IIIXES: Are vou not 
going to explain your reasons for inh:oducing 
the Bc.H? 
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[4 p.m.] 
Hox. P. J. LEAHY: The ::\1inister inter­

jects that I should explain the reasons for 
the Bill. I am not aware that we explain 
the reasons on the first reading of a Bill. 
I may tell the hon. gentleman, if the 
Presiding Chairman will permit me, that this 
is a Bill to proyide that there shall be no 
preference to unionists or to anybody else. 

Question put and passed. 

Hox. P. J. LEAHY: I beo- to move-That 
the seco·1d reading of the Bill be made an 
Orrler of the Day for \V ednesday next. 

Qn,~stion rut alld passed. 

HEQriSI'riOX OF SHIPS BILL. 

SECOKD RKIDIKG-REScoiPTrox OF DEB.\TE. 

I-Iox. F T. BREKTXALL: On Fridav last 
we '"ere asked to deal \vith this Bill. \vhat 
wa:- it we V1'0re asked to de? \Ye certainlv 
knew nothi1w, except from the verbal exnla­
nation of the :\linister. as to the chara~ter 
and object of the Bill. \Ye wNe asked to 
pass the Bill. with no promise that we 
ohould h1ve time for calm deliberation on 
it.' _contents, or that we should have oppor­
! umhes to study what we were then asked 
to rush through. \V e, none of us, had then 
seen the Bill, but we understood sufficient 
I think, without the Bill to conclude that i~ 
was ctlculatc-d to make a <onsidcrable dif­
fen•nce in the future operations of the re­
sponsible Ministers of the Pountrv. If thev 
could do in one cas<' what this Bill wa'e 
allege-d to empower them to do tlwv would 
be able afterwards to do it in' other cases. 
It was not only our duty to consider \vhether 
:he Gowrnment should be at libertv to settle 
qcw.tions of that particular n,1tui·e. but it 
was our duty to comirler whether the Bill 
>hould be made a precedent, and so influence 
the future actions of the Government when 
th''.\' found themseh-es in eome particular 
diff-Iculty with a hrge imtitution. To me 
it seems, and I think it \vill seem to manv 
othn ben. members. as if the Govcrnmen't 
w'mted to create a precedent which would 
ju ,tify them in future in carr:cing out their 
policY, and what they have proclaimed to 
be their policy-nationalis'ltion of all the 
important industries of the State. It looks 
to me like an attempt to la v violent hands 
upon an important public in:dustrv. and we 
;vere asl~e-d to authorist; that action by pass­
m[ a Bill throug-h all Its stages in one detv. 
It had, I belieYe, passed through all its 
sta8L' in another place in the ,.ame dav. 
Kow, if we are going to make a revolutionary 
change in the methods of our administratim;. 
no matter what the object may be. we should 
at least haYe reasonable time to consider 
such a measure before \Ye ('Ommit ourselYes. 
and the country to it. That explains the 
r0ason why this Bill is bdore us to-dav. 
\Vhen it was introducE'd it was never iil­
tendc-d to be here to-day except as a com­
pkted Bill. We refus0d to pa>S it through 
all its stageJ in one day. \V e refused, also, 
to suspend the Standing Orders in order 
that it might be so pass<'d in one day. When 
hon. gentlemen seriously consider the un­
usual and extraordinary thing we were asked 
to do, just to meet some sudden emergency, 
we must realise that we have a right to 
know what we are E'xpected to do and what 
we are invited to do, and not have to go 

'blindfolded into an experiment-for it really 

was an experiment-without anv time to con­
sider what the consequences might be to the 
c-ountry. The Bill was passed through its 
first reading, and the second reading stage 
was postp01wd until to-da v. It is said to 
be- , 

"A Bill to empower the Govermnent 
of Queensland to requisition the use of 
ships for the purpose of adequately re­
suming, restoring. continuing, and carrv­
ing on the coastal trade between the 
ports of Queensland. and for other pur­
poses incident thereto or consequent 
thereon.~' 

\Ye now haye the opportunity of debating 
,,-hcther the policy and the principle em­
bodied in the Bill are the right things for 
us to institute on the short notice that we 
han~ had. EYen now it is a very short notice, 
but we are not asked to pass it throug·h all 
its stagn. I haYe ·,aid that it is a reyolu­
tionary rneasure, and in r0gard to our inter. 
state relations and operations it is especially 
o: that nature. Imtead of kindly and help­
ful sentiment. had we passed the Bill as we 
were asked to do, it would only have led to 
recriminations, and probably to some bitter 
execrations and a good deal of enmity. It is 
purely a party n1easure. 

The SECRETARY FOR :\liKES : In the interest;; 
of tlw people-do not forget that point. 

Ho~;. F. T. ERE::\'T?\ALL: You are 
always talking abnut the people. The hon. 
gentleman ne\·er brings anything up here 
without saying that. 

Th.", SECRETARY FOR :Hrx;-s: Because we 
represent the people. 

HoN. F. T. BREXT::--!ALL: And vet the 
hon. gentleman tells us to our faces "~hen we 
demur that \\'C do not represent the people. 

The SECP.ETARY FOR MINES: So I do. 

Hox. F. T. BR.E:l\-TNALL: We are told 
again and ag -in by the hon. gentleman that 
we do n0t repre,ent the people-that we are 
always opposing thr m and representing our 
own cla"'. 

The SECRETARY FOR ::\1I~ES : I never used 
the won! ·· ~la,e." but I say that you repre­
sent nested mterests. 

Hox. F. T. BRE:"TNALL: Do vou not 
represent Ye' ted intereots \\'hen you represent 
what you call '· the people" ? I do not know 
hm.· many members in another Clumb~1· now 
belong really to the horny-handed toilers, 
and workers. and wage-earners of this Sta,te. 
'What proportion io there? 

Hon. I. PEBEL: A Q'reater number than 
you see in this Chamber. 

HoN. F. T. BRE-:\'TNALL: I am asking 
the Minister if he will be good enou5h to 
tell us. 

The SECRETARY FOR 'MIXES : The lY1iniste~ 
defines "\Vorker" in a bi·oa-der sense than 
that. 

HoN. F. T. BRR'C\TNALL: I think you 
1'\·ill giYe a broad definition of " worker," 
a·· applied to am-body who will come and do 
~-our political work if he i;; paid for it. 
I do not want to go on that bck, but, if 
the hon. gentleman wants to go on it, I am 
prepared to follow him. I am prepared to 
sav that, when we are asked to come here 
and pass a Bill through all its stages, as 
we were, in one day-purely a class measurQ 

Hon. F. T. Brentnall.] . 



1716 Requisition of [COUNCIL.] Ships Bill. 

-then we have a right to demur If we 
think fit. I presume we have a right to use 
our free will. 

The SECRETARY FOR :\1INES: Did I not 
appeal to you on non-party lines? 

HoN. F. T. BRE::"!T::-i'ALL: But what is 
the use of appealing on non-party lines when 
you bring forward an expressly party me•!· 
sure? Somebody here said that the measure 
wns an anti-capitalistic 1neasure, and, \¥ht3ll 
we are challenged ;n that way, we must 
£tand up to the eh allenge. But the question 
now is--not whether Wl' are really a partisan 
Chamber or nDt-we have this Bill before 
us now. \V<: refused to pass it through aii 
its stages in one day, and I think we have 
reason now to be thankful that we did. We 
got some very valuable arguments yesterday 
with regard to this Bill, a.nd there are just 
two or three points to which I would li:;:e 
to refer before> going any further with my 
criticism. 'rhe Bill purports to include "all 
regulations, proclamations, and Orders in 
Council made thereunder." That is one of 
the cDntroversial clauses in the Bill to which 
we ha.-e been objecting. \Ye do not want 
to be caug-ht b:v any 'ort of guile. ewn in 
the form o£ a Bill. and we do not want tD be 
compelled to 'lceept a~ of the same efficac:· 
as any clau-•e in thie Bill any regulations or 
Orders of the Governor in Council which 
may be aftPrwards made. \Ye have objected 
to that before, :md we should object to 1t 
in cDnm•ction ,_,-ith thi Bill. I shall not 
ente1· into the legal merits of the action 
which it is propos('d to take under this Bill; 
,rohabh· th0 cwents th,mselves ha1·e wme 
rnst that stage. But, supposing we had 
passed this Bill last Frirlay. and put it in 
the power of the :\Iinistrv to •no what tnH 
intended and what ~h<:y ,\·ished to do, w-h.tt 
mig-ht have I ,a ppen~d l>y this time~ IV ou I c1 
it hav~ pacified an.,!:Jcdy? Would it IJg,,-.c; 
soothed the angry feelmg occasioned by the 
strike? Vi'ould it lorrvo reconciled the people 
who had beconw estranged from each nth -r 
over industrial mat'?•·s? Xot a hit of it; 
It woul·rl .-dn1pl:v haY<· rr~ade things war~ 
A good deal might be said about the strained 
relations which hav~~ existed in conncrtion 
·with shipping, hut I an1 Yl{Jt going to Pt1tf-1 l~ 
upon that q1xe"'+ion: hut. as was pointed cut 
by one hon. 1nember _ye:-:;tc•rda.v. this proposed 
lf'gislation is \SOnle'vh~t nrbitutrv. if it is 
nothing worse than ~hat. Tai<e this pronmal, 
for instance- -

" Every such requisition by the 
Minister a' aforesaid shall be in writing 
signed by him, and shall be directed to 
the owner of the ship, and shall be effec­
tive if delivered personally to the 
master of the ship concerned, or sent by 
post, letter, or telegram to the said 
master, or delivered or sent by post 
addressed to the owner of such ship at 
or to the principal place of business of 
such owner within the State, or, "if such 
master or 011 ner cannot be found or 
there is no such place of business, if 
such requisition or a demand as herein­
after provided is affixed in some con­
spicuous place upon such ship." 

This legal phraseology may be all very 
good, but what is to happen supposing the 
mast-er of the ship is not there? Suppos­
ing he is out of reach for some hours, or 
possibl;c a day or two, what is going to be 
done_ with the requisition, and what is going 
to be done with respect to penalties in the 

[Hon F. T. B1·entnall. 

case of no notice or action being taken of' 
the requisition? Then subclause (3) of clans& 
3 reads-

" The :'IIinister shall be the sole judg<J" 
of 'the neces'·ity or expediency of making 
any such requisition," 

and so on. This requisition is to lay violent 
hands upon most valuable property. Poseibly 
it may be a very expensive steam€r. Tho­
'\Iinister may take poss8ssion of that, and 
there seems to be no power on eartli. to stop 
him, if this Bill passes. The Minister only 
has to make a requisition and see that it 
gets into the right hands, and then he can 
take this subsequent action-

" Forthwith upon the making of any 
such requisition as aforesaid the Minister· 
shall become entitled to the possession 
of the ship so requisitioned, and the 
owner thereof and all his agents, man­
agers, masters, attorneys, servants, and 
workmen respectively shall, without any 
deJa.-, hindrance, obstruction, claim, 
demand, or objection whatever, give 
immediate and peaceable possession of 
such ship to the Minister." 

I read that just to show what we were 
expected to do without ever having seen the 
Bill. We were expected to pass it within 
two or thre0 hours la·,,t Friday and make it 
the law of the land, knowing nothing what­
ever as to what the effect would be. Then· 
subclause (9) reads-

" He may, by means of any r~quisi­
tioned ship, carry on a coastal shippmg 
trade, and may make and carry out 
contracts of affreightment, and execute 
and deliver all necessarv and usual 
shipping documents. and 'may exercise· 
all such powers, authorities, and discre­
tions, and do all such acts and things 
as a private shipowner carrying _on 
business in Queen~land by ';;eans of ships 
has or n1ay exerc1se or do. 

There, at once, you make the Minister the 
head and chief of a monstrous monopoly. 
If we had passed that. we should just have 
cr<>ated a monopoly that would have suited 
the Government. \Ye should have done what 
I believe thev are desirous of doing-what 
the,· have pi·oclaimed to be one of theie 
objects in life-and that is to nationalise 
one of our great pub! ic industries. The­
Minister told us on Friday that he thought 
it was necessary that t,he shipping industry 
should be J»Ltionalised. \Ve were expected, 
in one sitting. to give the Government powee 
to do all that, though we might have been 
doing something very mischievous, very 
dang-erous, very ridiculous, and that might 
involve the Government. and probably other 
people, in very seriou~ troubl<;. I ~hink the 
Council did an exeeedmg-ly wise thmg when 
it refused to pass this Bill through all its 
stages last Friday afternoon. (H('ar, hear !) 
Had we passed the Bill then. we would have 
clone soniething that would have arous_ed 
bad feeling, that would have aroused strife 
and contention between employers and 
emplovecs. I think "'e have saved the 
countl:v feom that and our action then 
shows c that the me~bers of this bran~h of 
the Legislature are not so utterl;Y devOid of 
common sense so utterlv devoid of char­
acter, judgme~t. loyalty,· and patriotism,_ as 
we are said to be by some people. I thmk 
we did a very wise and judicious thing for 
the countrv then. I do not care to dwell on 
what the special motive of the Government 
was in introducing this Bill. I think we all' 



Reqmsition of [10 OCTOBER.] Sh~ps Bill. lil7 

'know what that motive was, although very 
little was said to us about it when the 
second reading of the Bill was moved; but I 
would like to r<'fer hon. members to one 
o:c two extracts from "Hansard." During 
a debate on a subject relatE>d to this Bill, 

··the Secretary for Mines said-
" The Government and m·embers of this 

Chamber must go further, because we 
owe it as a duty to the people of Queens­
land and to the country, when we know 
that losses are being sustained and that 
great inconvenience is being caused to 
our people, and industries, such as the­
sugar industry and fruit industry, are 
bE>ing hampered up Xorth, to do some­
thing to relieve that inconvenience. \Ye 
know that these people are being incon­
V?ni_en~ed, because they are being 
ncbmised and brought to the brink of 
ruin bT the action of the shipping com­
panies." 

That is a sweeping allegation. \Vas there 
any nE>cc.c•ity for it? \Yas therE' anv neces­
.sity for delaying the action ,,. hich 'the Go­
V<'rnment propo•<'d to take? \Vhv did thev 
act so impulsively-so su-ddenly;· and why 
such a desperate hurr:-· over it? In asking 
us to pass the Bill through all its stages in 
one day, the Go,·ernmcnt almost expected us 
·to 'cop here till any hour of the night in 
ordc,r to complete. this business. vYhy was 
that done 'I 

Hon. I. PEREL: Because the people were 
starving. 

Hox. F. T. BRE::\TXALL: Never mind 
a bout people starving: I am talking about 
the motives of the Government. I£ the 
people were stan·ing. were they not starving 
a week ago? 

Hon. I. PEREL: The more shame if thev 
were forced to starYe a week before. The 
Govern1nent -were trying to re1ieve them., at 

-;all events. 

HoN. F. T. BREXTNALL: Had they been 
starving a fortnight or a month before? If 
-the people were starving, all the more sh~,mcl 
to the Government for lettin~ •tarYation go 
to that point. Why did they ne>t take action 
three or four weeks before? I am 11ot the 
only person in this C'onununit:v who IF>ld~ 
·that opinion, and holds it very strongly. But 
there was c0mething at work-if the hon. 
me·.nb~r wants to know I will reil him whnt 
it \V3.:;-there ·wHs so1ne lnforn1ation 'vhich 
bad ccme to the Goyernment just !hen which 
impelled them to take action, otherwise they 
would h<tve found th<>v had he<>n left behind. 
They knew well enough what tlHtt was, and 
events haYe praYed that that ,-iew was cor­
rect. \Ve knew it here. and tol-d the Min~ 
'ister. that by !Yfondav those steamPrs '"ould 
"be running. " " 

Hoo I. PEREL: You ha ye beNt telling LIS a 
lot of things. 

Ho,;. F. T. BRE::'\TXALL: And they 
would nave been running befor·~ if they had 
be •n a1'0wed to run. Some of them are not 
allow •l even now to rnn, althoa2;h the 
owners ere quite willing to run them. 

Hon. I. PEREL: Alleged owners-not real 
'-'0Wflt:.t.''5. 

H0--: 1.•. T. BRE::\TNALL: \Ye were told 
. llso b.' the Secretary for :\cincs-

" The po.-ition is tn01t there are a 
r:.un1Ler of cargo ships i.n t.~te 110rth of 

Queensland which have he<Jn tied up for 
the last e1ght or nine 1veeks H 

That is not my statement; it is the Min­
ister's statement. If those steamers had been 
tied up for eight or nine weeks, whose duty 
was it to try and remedy the trouble? 

The SECRETARY FOR MIXES : \V e were try­
ing. \Ve tried all the methods possible before 
this action was taken. 

Ho:<r. F. T. BREXTKALL: Well, the Go­
yernment were awfull:v slow about it. They 
were working in the clark. and th<>y did not 
let the people know, although the people 
wanted to know. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR MINES : Don't you read 
the morning papers? 

HoN. F. T. BREXTKALL: All at once 
the-, woke +o the fact that. if they did not 
put' this Bill through in ono day, an<l get 

tloeir hands on those vessels, they 
[4.30 p.m.] ''ould be out of their reach the 

next cl a v. and csnecia!ly by the 
following :Yionday. ~nd that they would have 
lost all ·the honom· and glory and all the 
opportunity of showing what they were pre-
pared to do. · 

The SECRETARY FOR MI:-;Es : You are not 
stating the case rightly at all. 

Has. F. T. BREXTKALL: I believe that 
is the secret of the whole thing. The Min­
ister also <laid-

" The GoYernment could compulsorily 
acquire the ownership of the ships. and 
thp ships. wo,;tld then have to be State­
owned ships. 

The SECRETARY FOR MI:iES : I did not say 
that that could be done under this Bill. 

Has. F. T. BREKTXALL: The Hon. Mr. 
Leahv then interjected-

." You are hotel-owners and station­
o"\vners.'' 

And the Secretary for 2\Iines went on-
" And we should be shipowners. If 

there is anvthing that the State should 
own, it is the shipping." 

There is another portion of the Minister:s 
speech where he refers to the fact. that, If 
thP Go.-ernment were the employer~ of all 
public industries. th<>n the . necessity for 
strikes would he done away with. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: Are there not strikes 
on the ntilwavs? 

Has. F. T .. BRENTN ALL : You can h:M 
your own opinions. about that. . I. would hke 
to draw the attentiOn of the Mmister to the 
fact that he was a-eked last Friday if the 
railway dispute up North was settled. 

Hon. E. \Y. H. FowLES: ·He does not 
know. 

The SECRETARY FOR :MIXES: ~he railways 
are running. and the men worlnng. Is that 
not sufficient settlem<>nt? 

Hon. I. PEREL: It is not settled because 
there are no men in gaol yet. 

The PRESIDING CHAIR2\1AX: Order ! 
Order! 

Ho:->. F. T. BREKTKALL: Thar,tk you, 
Mr. Presi'dinf( Chairman, for protertmg me. 
I asked the :\Iinist<>r a questiOn and some­
body else interjected . 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: ThP .railways 
are running and the men are worlnnf(. Do 
you want any further settlement than- that? 

Hon. F. T. Brentnall.] 
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HoN. F. T. BRE::'\TNALL: Are the 
objects for whi0h they struck settled? The 
me11 . struck for higher wages, for retro­
spective wages, and for aw•ud rates during 
the time they were on strike. Has all that 
been conceded to then1? 

The SECRETARY FOR ::\11:-<ES : The hon. gentle­
man knows as well as I do. 

Hon. E. W. H. FOWLES: Why not an­
nounce the tern1s? 

HoN. F. T. BREXT:'IJALL: \Ve can get 
no answers from the Government at all. If 
I ga Ye notice of a question to-day, I would 
not get an answer to-morrow. 

The SECRETARY FOR :\liNES : Why should 
you .Pe <;_oncerned so long as the railways 
are running? 

Ho:-;. F. T. BRE:'IJT::'-JALL: I have reason 
!o be concerned. I will ask another question 
1f the hon. gentleman will give me a 
straightforward answer. 

The SECRETARY FOR :\liNES: I always do. 

HoN. F. T. BREXTXALL: You did not 
do so on Friday. You put another hon. 
gentleman o~ two or three times, and you 
gaye as evas1ve an answer to-day as your 
lips could frame. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: The :.\linister di'd not 
frame the answer. It was given to him. 

HoN. F. T. BREXTNALL: I would like 
to know from the :.\linister if the strike up 
North is settled. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : Is not the 
strike eettled when the men are back at 
work and the railways running? 

HoN. F. T. BREXT:;\i'ALL: Then whv did 
the povernment send for His Honour' ::\lr. 
Justice Higgin.~? And why are you trying 
to get another JUdge to come up here if it is 
settled? If the hon. gentleman told me that 
the settl<'m<'nt wa<. arranged conditionallv 
I would not ask another question. "' 

The SECRETARY ~OR :.\lJ~ES: You are always 
after details. \\ hv not deal with the big 
things? · 

Hon. B. FAHEY: The strike is settled but 
the dispute between the men and the' Go-
vernment is not settled. · 

~on. E; W. H. FOWLES: Why cannot the 
Jl..lmister oe frank and give us the teh11s of 
the settlement? 

The SECRETARY FOR ::lhXES : They will be 
given in due course. 

Ho:-<. F. T. BREXTXALL: There was a 
quotation that I wished to refer to, but I 
cannot find It and I shall have to give it 
from memory. Last Fridav the Premier of 
this _Stak mad<:> a remar]~ in reply to a 
questwn m the other House and I was verv 
much s~rprieed to. hear such a reply coming 
from hun. He said, ''Have I not the right 
to employ whom I like and on what terms 
I like 1 '' 

Hon. P. ,J. LEAHY: Hear. hear: I heard 
hi n say thrt. Whv should not everybody 
else have the sr ,ne 1·ight? 

HoN. F. T. BRE::'\TJ'\ALL: When the 
Premier said, ".Have I not the •·ight to 
employ whom I hke and arrang<' the terms?" 
he meant that he wanted to employ unionists. 

[Hrm, F. T. Brentnall. 

That has been the very thing that has caused' 
all the trouble. Have other people not als~· 
the '·'ght to cm ploy whom they will if men 
are willing to 'vork for them? All that has 
been taken out of the hands of everybody 
else. 

The SECRETARY FOR :.\IrNES : The shi'pping 
companies prevented us from using what 
la bom· we liked on the " Allingc<" and the 
"Hopewell." 

Hox. F. T. BREXTNALL: If the hon. 
gentleman wants to drag us back. we can 
go back to the time when the sloips arrived 
at the wharves at Sydney and Melbourne, 
when the men were met there and were taken 
awav from their work. They left their work 
ha!( finished. '\Vho wa• responsible for that? 
\Vas it a :.\Iinister of the Crown, or was it 
the secretary or boss of a trade union? 

The SECRETARY FOR J1..1INES: That is where 
the lockout came in. 

HoN. F. T. BREXTXALL: If the Premier 
of this State has a right to employ whom he 
will and at what wages he likes, have we· 
not all the same rig h c ? 

The SECRETARY FOR :\fiXES : There was a 
public necessity for it in the Premier's case. 

Ho:-<. F. T. BREXTXALL: "\Vhen the 
:\Iinister was talking here on Friday a_ft_er­
noon I interjPcted. "Just revPrse the positron 
and see how it will work out." 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The Premier's 
attitude was to employ labour in the interests 
of the people. 

Hox. F. T. BRE::\TNALL: I am not 
talking about taking the ships at all. The 
question Ct1me up about the use of labour, 
and the Premier said. " HaYe I not the 
right to uBe what labour. I li~e? " . Ther_e 
is an anomaly in conneetwn with this bmn­
nees, and there is a little grim irony in 
connection with the Northern railway strike. 
This morning I looked through the report 
of the Commissioner for Railway,, and I 
noticed that during the last twelve months 
there has bt"en increalled cxpendi'ture in 
every possible directio~ . in connection :vith 
the railwa'I'S. The :.\limster has the nght 
to employ" whom he likes and pay what 
wages he· lik<'.s out of the pubhc Treasury, 
bnt the deficit on the railways on 30th June 
last was £734.997. Why? Because ~he 
Government had control of that public utility. 
Suppose the Government got possession of 
the steamers and ran them for twelve months, 
the monev would all come out of the public 
Treaftn~y." 

The SECRETARY FOR :\fiXES: What has that 
got to do with the labour on the boats? 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORX: A good deal, 
because vou cannot control vour own State 
labour o"n the railways. v\'hat about the 
porters at \Vallangarra? 

The SECRETARY FOR MIXES : The Premier 
said that the employers and shipping com­
panies could employ whatever labour they 
liked. 

HoN. F. T. BREKTNALL: It was union 
labour that the' Government wished to pro­
vide for the "Honewell." The business 
before us is verv ~serious. The :Minister 
asked us to pass" this Bill on the ground 
of the public welfare and the public in­
terests. Are we going to pass it on those 
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grounds, or are we going to pass it because 
we dt;em it necessary? Are we going to 
pass It bPcause the Government think it 
ad.-ieable to do so? The word " necessity" 
has not been used that I am aware of. Are 
we going to pass this Bill because the 
Government would like to get power to take 
possession of all the ships on our shores? 

The SECRETARY FOR :\lr~ES : It is olll' duty 
to pass it in the interests of the euo-ar-
growers in the ::'\ orth. " 

Hon. P. J. LEA?:Y: It is our dub: to deal 
"·i th it on its merits. • 

HoN. F. T. BREKTNALL: If the Govern­
ment recognise it to be their duty to do it 
now, \Vhy did they leave it until thev knew 
this trouble was just about to end?. \Vhv 
did not the Government take action six o'r 
seven weeks ago? \V e know quite well that 
when the unionists went to \York and found 
that they had to work with non-union men, 
they refused to work. It is seven or eight 
w_:eks _ago since the railway strike began. 
\\ hy did not the Government deal with the 
matter then? 

The SECRETARY FOR ::\liXES: The Premier 
lost no time. 

Hox. F. T. BRE::\'T::'\ALL: You should 
have fixed up the business straight awav; 
bnt you could not agree to all the demands 
of the unionists, and there wa;; a comnromise 
effected. \Ve know that the Gov~rnment 
were determin?d t? get :'\lr. Justice Higgins 
up to deal mth It, but they failed. The 
~on. member may see thE-ie things in anothPr 
light, but we cannot- close our eyes to what 
has happened, and the public cannot close 
their e'ces. \Yhatever the hon. gentleman 
may thmk about the people or the repre­
sentation of the people, I can tell him that 
the people are thinking for themselves in 

•these matters, and they are reading for 
themselves. 

The 8ECRET.\RY FOR :HrXES : The peopk are 
behind the Bill. 

Ho:s-. F. T. BRE='-iTXALL: I do not think 
that this Bill ought to become a statute of 
Quecnslard. I think we shouhl be putting a 
..-ery dangerous po\Ycr into the hand;;; of the 
Government to be exercised su·ddenh' some­
tin1es. and son1etin1es, perhaps, _!S" things 
have been handled here, and .,1me subter­
fuge used as a sort of blindfold to those who 
are responsible for the manag-0ment and use 
of these vessels, and serious 'harm mig-ht be 
dcTic to the public and to the mYnrr, 'of the 
vessel', all through some rash, impetuous 
action such a~ the Governn1ent were tn king 
1a-.'l Frida:v morning. On tho;;:.e )Tronnds. if 
the Bill §roes to a dh-ision, I shall vote for 
thro,ving it out and having nothing vvhatever 
to clo with it. 

Hox. G. S. CURTIS: I listened carefullv 
to the s]wech deliwred bv the :Ylini4er ve~­
terday in n1oYing the secOnd reading of ·the 
Bill. I looked for some sufficient reason for 
the imroch\ction of such a measnr<', but tlw 
Minister faiJe,d to give it. I unclerstncd tlY 
main reason for the introduction of the Bill 
was the alleged lockout of the m0n bv the 
con1panie,,-that the steamship con1panie~ \YPre 
responsible for the trouble b,, reason of the 
fact that the v ha-cl shut out the m PI'. That 
wa" the :Yiinister's main contention. It wa~ 
contended on the other side by the Hon. 

:Mr. Thynne and the Hon. :iYir. Fowles that 
that was not the case. I think that their 
conte-ntion is absolutelv proved by the state­
ment made by :\Ir. Burke, the preoident of 
the ) .. ustralian l'nited Seamen's Union, at 
the Trades Hall on Monday last, as reported 
in the " Courier'' this morning. He gives 
the case a way, so far as the Government are 
concerned, in connection with this Bill. He 
said that. firot of all, the seamen went out, 
ancl afterwards the wharf labourers went out, 
ill spite of the advice they had received from 
their friends that it was not desirable that 
tht>y should do so. Such a statement coming 
from the president of the Australian United 
Seamen's l: nion settles the point that it was 
not thP companies who were blamable for 
th•? ccscation of the shipping trade of the 
State, but that the tra-de unionist,, went out 
ancl paralysed the whole bu•inc>s of the 
countn. The I\Iinister seemed -desirous of 
clouding th',' issue to a great extent. The 
matter of the wheat to be shippe,d in the 
'' Hopc-,vell ., does not affect the question. 
That is a subsidiary matter altogether. The 
main question is: \Vho is liable for the fact 
that the shipping tra,de of the country was 
par 'lysed? That is prowd by the statement" 
of the president of the Australian United 
S<>amen's l'nion on J\londay last in the 
Trades Hall. It is absurd on the face of it 
to sllppcbe th,\t the shipping compani0s would 
cJc,ire- to stop their ships and cease trade, 
because it would invoh·e them in tremendous 
!os-.. To contend that thev are responcible 
for it seems to me in the highest degree 
ab-.m·cl. If labour was available to work the 
Yc>ssds, no doubt the shipping companies 
\vould have bPen verv please-d to go on. If 
the Government offei·pr] to supply the corn­
panic ' ,,·ith labour, poe,ibly it was on con­
clition,, \Yhich the con1n"nies could not see 
their way to coment to.- To justif:;· the intro­
clnction of the Bill, it \vas incumbent upon 
the Gm ''rnmcnt to make out a far better 
ea,c than thev have done. The Government 
~- ow t:·""r,' to s~n,,-e their facrs on account of 
their failure to do what they should have 
done. If thev had been an independent Go­
vernment, they would have stood up for the 
rights of the communitv as a whole; but 
thev are not able to (!o that, being the 
hm;1ble •.;•n-ants of the Trade•, Hall. An 
independent GoYernment would have said 
to these men when threv went out: "You 
havr acted un"'Yiselv and in a 'vay that we 
cannot approve of.· You will do the, country 
a large amount of injury. and bring a great 
nn1onnt of f'uffering on innocent persons in 
the State, and, if you do not resnme work, 
we will assi"t the conmanies to obtain the 
neces,.arv labour to st'art their business." 
That ie ·,···hat the Government of New South 
Wales did the other da;'. :i\1r. Fuller, the 
.-\cting Prdllier. intimated to _th~ men th":t, 
if thcv did not resume work w1thm a certain 
time, 'other j'>ersons wo'Ik1 be employed to do 
the ,, ork. That should have been done by 
the Queensland Gon'rnnwnt, but, being the 
humble and obedient •,.e,·vants of the trade 
unionists of Queensland, they were unable to 
take anv independent action i'n the matter. 
The Queensland Gov~rnment ha;·e lost one 
of che grea te<t e,•s.entials of an m~ep'!n~eniJ 
Government-that IS, the power of rmt1ative. 
Thev are not able to take the initiative in 
am·thinlr for the ben<efit of the country with­
out the consent of their masters outside. The 
strike in ~ew South \Vales has been very 
justly described as a strike conceived in a 

Hon. G. S. Curtis.] 
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spirit of sedition and disloyalty to the coun­
try and the Empire, and that has been abso­
lutely proved. We do not claim that all the 
trade unionists in New South Wales and 
Australia are imbued with that spirit, but 
their leaders are, otherwise such a strike 
could not have taken place at-a time like 
the present, when we are fighting for our 
lives against Germany. The men in Queens­
land who went out in sympathy with the 
men in New South vVales must be classed 
in the same category as those in New South 
\Vales. The strike has caused a great 
national loss to Australia, and renders Aus­
tralia less able to do her share in con­
tributing to the Empire's fighting effective­
ness in the war. Every day that these men 
refrained from working there was a great 
loss. I saw the statement in the Svdnev 
" iYiorning Herald " last week that, ~'P to 
that date, 40,000,000 working hours had been 
lost through the strike, doing tremendous 
and incalculable injurv not onlv to Australia 
but i;o the Empire. It seems to me that the 
Queensland Government are more blamable 
than the men for aiding and abetting them 
in the hol~up of the shipping. They must 
be classed m the same category as the men 
who are responsible for the upheaval. ·with 
regard to the Bill itself, there is no doubt 
that it is a monstrously absurd, unreason­
able, and tyrannical proposal-more particu­
larly ao far as the staffs of the companies 
arc concerned; and I question whether, if it 
got on the statute-book, it would be good 
law so far as the shipping companies' sel­
vants are concerned. I do not think anv 
State P.arliament-any subordinate LegislO:­
ture-can pass a measure of that kind which 
would be good law. I believe it would be 
void. being in excess of the competency of 
the State Parliament. I do not think anv 
subordinate Legislature can compel people 
to work against their will. The Hon. 1\Ir. 
'Thynne yesterday suitably stigmatised this 
Bill as .a measure which, if enacted, would 
make slaves of a lot of people. It woul·d 
compel them to work against their will for 
the State Government, subject in case of 
refusal to tremendous penalties. I think it 
is a sound doctrine of constitutional law that 
any law made by a lawmaking body in 
excess of its competency is simply void, and 
I b0!ieve that that part of the Bill which 
relates to the men in the employ of the 
companies would be Yoid and of no effect, 
even if it were placed on the statute-book. 
Under the British flag men are not chattel 
property, and cannot be dealt with in the 
way propos0d in the BilL The Imperial 
Parliament in Great Britain might po:•sibly be 
able to do it, being an omnipotent Legislature 
and there being no limit to its powers: but 
for the Legislature of a State in Australia, 
which is a dependency of the Empire, to 
pass such a Bill is absolutelv ab;urcl. It is 
often said that there is a soul of goodness 
in thing' evil, so we may hope that eventu­
ally gond may come out of this eviL and 
that track unionism will be purified and made 
to perform only its legitimate functions. It 
must abandon the iclca of b<'coming the 
master of the State. I f0el perfectly certain 
that the people of Australia will ncwr 
tolcrato any attempt bein;; made by revo]u. 
tionarv unionism to become the masters of 
the State. We will recognise bona fide indus­
trial tra·de unionism within legitimate bounds. 
I regard the Bill as an abmrdity and a 
monstrosity, which, if placed upon the 

[Hon. G. 8. C1trtis. 

statute-book, would be in the highest degree 
discredit able to the State. It would do an 
act of great injustice to the shi pawners, and 
what is proposed to be done with regard to 
the staffs of the companies is too ridiculous 
to he seriouslv discussed. It only shows how 
tvrannical a· Labour-Socialist Government 
,~·ould be if it could do as it liked. and was 
not r<'strained. as it is, by the Legislative 
Coundl of Queensland. v; e can imagine 

hat the result would be if the GoYernment 
went in for a State shipping business from 
the wav in which they manage the railways 
and th{; fact that thev are unable to control 
the State railwav ser~·ants. It would be the 
same in connecdon with ships. If we ran 
th<' sbips on trade union principles1 an~ a 
yes.:c;;E'l got into a dangerous situation, 
jeopardising th0 ship and cargo and valuable 
!ins. the probability is that the master would 
not be allowed to say what was the best to 
be done He would have to call the crew 
aft and . take a show of hands to determine 
what should be done in order to save the ship 
and car""D and the liYes of those on board. 
It is not too absurd a thing to imagine that 
that \YOtdd be de m 'nded in connection with 
the mana<.cemem of State-mn1ed ships, 
e·, pecia ll:· under a La hour GoYcrmnent. . It 

wonld be a farce and an absurdity 
[5 p.n1.] and .a ::-ource of i1nmense loss to 

the countrv. I do not believe in 
State-owned railw, vs· or State-owned ships 
at all. I em1sider t'hey are a great mistake. 
I ag-ree with ex-Pce,idcnt Rooscvelt of the 
L·nitcd States of America. I believe in 
Government-controlled railways, but pot 
State-owned railwa vs or State-owned ships, 
as State ownership, brings into existence a 
large cla~; of officials who, by combination. 
and owing to the faet that they have the 
fran<ehise. would be able to become the 
masters of the State. which would be a very 
undesirable thiN:; in any country. It would, 
b;, vcn· much better to adopt the system 
which j1revails in England, where the rail­
w "'" are o\\·ned bv companies. Through the 
J,ee~ competition bdween the eompanies the 
public g' t the benefit of a splendid service. 
The,- get moderate fares and freights. and 
civiiitv ancl attention. and I may say that 
ciYilit~· and attention are not always con­
spicuous in the maw1gement of State rail­
wa vs in Australia. I saw soine Yery sey-ere 
cor;11nents in the '' Australasian" f'Olne little 
while ago in ~oJOnection with the State-owned 
raih,-avs of Yictoria. If they are not able 
i:> a 'small Stote like that to ensure the 
necessarv attention and consideration for the 
conveniePce of the public, it must be a 
much more difficult matter in a vast State 
Eke Queensland" I say deliberately that 
State sernwt;; should not be allowed to 
strike; and I '1"' 1k nnre particularly of r~il­
wav senants. Ste_te sen·ants enjoy 
refiularih· ;;nd s.·~urity of employment: they 
ore weli paid. and they possess certain 
privileg·es. ~nd now an Arbitration Court has 
been 6-oerially se-t nn for their benefit. it 
appea1·s to me; and under those circum­
'tancc·s I lwld thot they should not be allm,·ed 
to strikr, and I hop<' that hefore long a law 
will be passed. as one of the results of this 
tremendon' uph••a.-al down South. which, 
amonc: other things. will dc·bar State eer· 
'':ni \,- ar>i u-,Jrc C.3lH=>r1aliy rail·way servants, 
f:tonl n1akinp: \Yar llpon the- general co1n­
n1unitv bv strikin~. \Ye can in1agine what 
the r~sult' \VDtt!d b'e if a Labour Government 
,rure running a large shipping business 
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under trade union principles, and on the 
". G9vernment stroke" principle. \Vhat dis­
Ciphne and efficiency wouM there be­
especially discipline? I am afraid discipline 
would be very slack upon State-owned 
~teamers. I wonld emphasise the point that 
·one of the result· of State-owned railwavs­
and it >vould be aggravated by the establish­
ment of a State-.owned shipping business­
wonld be to mulnply the official class of the 
·country, which is a bad thing, especially in 
-a dernoCl'Rhc country 'vhere eYery rnan has 
a vow. anrl when' they would be able to 
combme anrl use their political influence in 
such a vt·1y a.-: to hecon1e an .absolute danger 
to the community. 

The SECRETARY FOR )lrXES : Is not the 
navy State-owned? 

Hox. G. S. UCRTIS: The narv is not 
ru? on den1ocratic principles, as Sta~te-o,,·ned 
sh1ps would be. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR MIXES: It i· State­
owned. 

Hox. f,i . . S. C'CR'l'IS: It is not run on 
Ull!O'l prmc1ple>s, as State-mvned ships >vonld 
be: . If the navy were run on the same 
prmc1plc-s as the Xorthern railwavs in this 
!St~t&. l am afraid the Empire \wuld not 
last ver~· long. I ha Ye ~een it _stated a good 
many t_Ime'·:-and especially smce this out­
br<cak m ::>lew South \Yalc,-that all the 
un:ons are to be eo.nsolidated into one big 
un1op. In 1ny opllllDll such a thing should 
not oe lWrmitted by the State. \Yhat would 
Jh,·y do 1t for' Their object would be that 
they Y.'ould then be able to make >Yar upon 
the State wheneYer they were unable to rret 
all thar they demanded. I sa.- deliberat~lv 
1h_at any party ':Yhich is pre)Jared. on th'e 
slightest provocatwn. to throw the commerce 
and trade ot the country into confusion 
because th2y are unable to obtain all thev 
.reqmre, is. not entitled to hold high offic'8 
m Austraha. I hope that good will eyen­
'tually c'?m~ out of this recent trouble. Of 
course .. It 1s not ended yet. but I think it 
soon will be. and that trade unionism will 
be !?laced upon a better footing. \Ye are all 
m tavour of trade unionism within legiti­
mate bounds. but we ·do not want a trade 
unionism which is dominated by dangerous 
agitators and others who are disloval to the 
Empire and to this countrv. The union-s 
;,hould n_ot be allowed to combine in one 
great umon, as they would thereby become 
a perpetual menace to the welfare' and the 
saf!"tY. of the country. Let us have industrial 
um?msm and all that it is legitimatelv 
:'nbtle-cl to. but nothing beyond that. Glanc­
n:g. through_ the Bill .. I do not see any pro­
Yls!On for . mdemmfymg the shipping com­
par:Ies t._tgainst an~: d:unage to their property 
'vh1le 111 po~cSession of the Go....-crninent. 

J:hat ~;f n -s to be n v-e1:y serious o1nission. 
";he B11l seems to be an Ill-conceiycd and ill· 
-mgested document. If it got on to the 
statute-bo_ok. . I am afraid it would cause a 
lot of hh!j":twn before .-ery long. Without 
~on:e provision for con1pene.ation for dan1age. 
1t IS a most sha_meful proposal. You pro­
vase to _coerce tbe eompanies into handing 
over then· property to the Gm-ermnent · van 
propose to take .P.'""e 'ion ?f their. ,~i p~ imd 
n1ake no proyr-Ion for Inden1nlfvrn0' the 
con1panies against lo~" in the ca:,,e 0£ iniurv 
to thei!' prope1:ty: and, further than that, 
there Js no nght of appeal ao-ainst the 
.dictum of the Bhipping comptroller. I do 
not thirk that. if we search the annals of 
legislation throughout the British Empire 

for very many years past, you could find 
such a ridiculous and absurd proposal as 
this, and a proposal for which there is abso­
lutely no justifieation. 'I'he raison d'etre for 
the Bill-that the eJmpanies are responsible 
for the stoppage of the shipping business of 
the country-has been absolutely dispro.-ed 
by a grE>at authority in his way. whose 
statement at the Trades Hall last :'>1onday 
eYening \Vas published in to-day's " Courier.'' 
That statement cuts the ground completely 
from under the feet o: the GoYermnent, and 
is a most complete rc·•Jlv to the case which 
was attempted to be 'made out by the 
Minister. I agree with the views expressed 
this afternoon. bv the Hon. Mr. BrentnalL 
and think that i{ we pass the second reading 
of the Bill w» w ltlld be approving of the 
principle of the BilL and I do not think 
that would be n right thing to do. If we do 
not belieye in the Bill, we should art in a 
straightforward >vay, and reject the Bill on 
the second reading. 

Hox. A. G. C. HA IYTHORX: I beg to 
move the adjournment of the debate. 

Question put and passed. 

The re•.umption of the debate was macde 
an Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

FARM PRODUCE AGEX'l'S BILL. 

SECOXD READIXG. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIXES: I beg 
to move-That this Bill be now read a 
second time. Before proceeding with the 
details of the Bill I might point out to hon. 
members that the reason for changing the 
order of business was to suit the convenience 
of hon. members who are interested in the 
';\"ages Bill. One hon. member circulated 
a number of amendments m the Bill, and, 
as he is not here now, I did not wish to take 
an unfair advantage of his absence. As a 
matter of fact, I told the hon. member 
that I did not think we would be able to go 
on. with the \V ages Bill before 6 o'clock, and 
on that understanding he went away. I 
thought it better then to proceed with the 
seeond reading of the Bill now before us. 
The principle of this measure is not un­
familiar to hon. members. inasmuch as a 
similar BilL namelv the Stock and Farm 
Agents Bill, was introduced in 1913 by the 
fate Government. That measure. however, 
was not passed. The provisions of that Bill 
for the registration of stock agents proved 
unacceptable to this House, and the Ministry 
proved to be not very keenly interested in 
the measure which they themselves had 
introduced. 

The reaeons which '"'re set forth by the 
then Secrctarv for Agriculture etill hold 
good. and 'till justif~- the intrnrlurtion and 
passJ.ge of this measure. The Bill is neees­
sarv in order to saf0guard the gTO\Yer. the 
con"sumer, and the honest produce agent. 
The Hon. John \Yhite. in 1913. quoted a 
flagrant case. which hnd just then be!'n 
before the court. in which an agent had 
been receiYinf" olH~ . .-:.l1lll of n1oney for his 
client's produce, and had reported to his 
client the receipt of a smaller sum. I heard 
of a similar case Guite recentlv where a 
fruit farmer saw his bananas sold at the 
market for 4~d. a dozen, and. when he got 
his returns, they showed that they were sold 
for 2~d. a dozen. 

Hon. G. S. CcRTIS: Could you have done 
better! 

Hon. A. J. Jones.] 
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The SECRETARY FOR ::\II~ES: I am 
sayinf); that this man saw his bananas sold 
for 4~d. a dozen, but he only received 2~d. 
a dozen. 

Hon. F. T. BREXTXALL: The man who did 
that ought to have been proo.ecuted. 

The SECRETARY FOR ~H~ES: I am 
stating a fatr case. and I kno'v that no 
hon. member of this Chamber would tolerate 
sue~ a proceeding as that. If legislation can 
be mtroduced to prevent that, I think that 
everc· hon. member in this Chamber would 
welcome it. 

Hon. G. S. Cc:RTrs: Let him send his 
bananas to another agent and see if he can 
do better. Competition amongst agents 
would settle it. 

The SECRETARY FOR MI:;"ES: I think 
that an honest agent is necessarv for the 
distribution of p_roduce. If we cai1 do any­
thmg by _Jegl_slatiOn to prevent dishonesty in 
the chstnbutiOn of our produce, then it is 
necessary that that legislation should be 
mtroduc·•d. 

Hon. G. S. CrRTIS: Let the producer go to 
some other agent. They are not all like that, 
surely. 

The SECRETARY FOR ::\II~ES: I do 
not say that they are all like that, but the 
Hon. John \Yhite quoted one case which 
was before the court at that time, and I 
quoted another case. 

Hon. G. S. Cl:RTIS : " One swallow does 
not rr1ake a sun1mer." 

The SECRETARY FOR ::\11:\'ES: The 
hon. gentleman wants that agent to be 
allov:ul to continue, but I say that he should 
be prosecuted, and the Hon. :Ur Brentnall 
agrc<"s >\ith me. \Ye should have· legislation 
01.1 the ~tatute-book of this State to prevent 
chshont'sty, as far as possible, in the distri­
bution of farmers' produce. J\1en have to 
go out in the broiling sun, and they have 
to Withstand droughts and take all the risks 
of the seasons in producing commodities for 
the consumerec who liYe in the cities. 

Hon. IV. STEPHEXS: And also have their 
butter takt'n from· them by the Government. 

Th<:> SECRETARY FOR J\1I~ES: I think 
that thes.e men cleserv.e s?me protection from 
the Legislature. Th1s IS the first Govern­
ment that ha~ made an honht attempt to 
encourage . pnmary production and secure 
f~r the pnmary producer a fairer share for 
h1s products than he has been receiving in 
the past. -

Hon. IV. STEPHEXS: Your Go,-ernment did 
not start; the Central sugar mills. 

The SECRETARY FOR ::YIIXES: We 
haye before this Chambe1· a Bill similar to 
th1.s. called the Sbte Produce Ao-encv Bill 
which prO\·ides for the {listrihuti;:,n of 
farmers' produce by t!w State. I belieYe 
that ';'e should also haYe ll State Export 
AgenCies BrJl, although hon. members this 
afternoon haye obj0ctc'd to +he Government 
brint6n!" in a Requisition of Ships Bill. \Ye 
should havE' a Shte line of steamships to 
carry thP fanners' producP, but I know I 
wonlc: be out ·of order if I discmsed the 
ques:ion ?f St;tte shipping while we are 
·dealmg With thrs measure. Another form of 
mischief which has to be combated is that of 
t~e buying in of produce by an agent, or 
rmg of agents, who subsequently dispose of 

[Hon. A. J. Jones. 

it. A third instance of the evil< which a.rec 
to be cured by this measure is that agent" 
have before now paid clients' money into 
their own accounts instead of trust accounts, 
and frequently, \vithout any design on their 
part. wch money has become attached along 
with the agents' private money by some pro­
cess of la-F. The position of. the client in 
such H c"l~e is clear €nough. lie has his 
remc·d.v against the agent, but it is possible 
in such circun1stances that the agent h:>s no 
money left, and in an:~' case rhe client would 
be put to considerable inconvenience and 
cxpen--.e in recoyerin.:_; what is his o\vn. 

The provisions of the Bill are sin1ple and 
self-cxnlanatorv. The essence of the nlca~nre 
i~ confained in' clame 4. "·hich provide, that 
no one is t'J carrv on. or to notify that hP is 
carr:·ing on, the businH3 of a far'm and pro­
duce agent. unlesa h0 is licensed. ~\ licen··e 
fee is fixed, and, although we in this Cham­
bPI" mav differ regarding what fee shall be 
paid. that is a matte,· on which hon. mem­
bers <" \11 expres·-; their opinion, find \Ye can 
amend it in Committee. 

Hon. H. Tl:RXER: ·what are ::;ou going to 
do with the 1noncy raised fron1 Iicen-.e fees? 
Are c'OU going to pay it into the consolidated 
reYenue. or utilise it for the benefit of the 
producer? 

Hon. G. S. CcRIIS : The Bill is intended 
to rai.se n1ore r~venuc 

The SECRETARY FOR :'.IIXES: It is 
not altvgcther a n1oney-n1aking Bill, becau::;e, 
the fees will be very small. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHOR::I": You will want 
an inspector or t-wo. 

The SECHETARY FOR :l.HXES: We· 
hctve a P'·etty fair staff of agrig1ltural _inspec­
tors now. Clause 4 proYides that m any 
proccedinO'S acrainst .ftllV person for a ~Jrcach 
of the Ac~ th~ onus o( proof is thrown upon 
the person charged. It p_rovid~s that where 
a. fi.rn1 is. carryi11g on business It :s su.fficient 
for one me m her of the firm to be hc<"nsed 
on behalf of the firm. Clause 5 contains pro­
Yi3ions for the issue, Pti'crt. und duration of 
licensco. The fee for every license, and for 
everv annual r' ne,Yal thereof, is to be £1, 
nnl< :,s the applicant already holds an auc­
tioneer's license. I think it will be agreed 
that this charge is reasonable and not in any 
"·ay prohibitin•. 

Hon. G. S. Cc:nns: Uo you shut private 
people out altogether? 

The SECRETARY FOR ::Yli:\'ES: :\'o. 
This is a private produce agents' Bill, but 
"\Ve are ·making each agn1t register and pay 
a license fee of £1. I think that an agent 
can·vino· on a £ar1n pl·oduce agency business 
can 'aff~r·d to pay a fe,c. If my memory 
~ervcs n1e rorrectl~v-I think it was in Dr. 
Kidstcm's time, when the Hon. ::Ylr. Haw­
thorn was a member of the :l.iinistry-that a 
deputation of farm produce agents ,,.aited 
upon the Premier. and asked for legi>lation 
of thi, kincl. I know that the deputation 
\Yas a strong one, and that it 'Yas org·anised' 
at TDmYoomba, but I forget whether the 
deputation waited on the Premier in Too­
woomba or in Brisbane. They asked t'1at 
lEgislation he introduced on si1nilar lines to 
this Bill, and they sctid that they were will­
ing to pay a license fee of £10, because the:.· 
tvanh_,d some protection. 

l-Ion. P. J. LEAHY: How long ago was 
that? 
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The SECRETARY FOR MI?-JES: I can­
not say from memorv. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY ,· \Y as it twD years ago? 
They expected better thi,-.gs fro'n rhi:; Co­
vernment. 

The SECRETARY FOR :\1I:'\:"ES: It was 
before this Government came into office. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: Oh, I can quite under­
stand it then. 

The SECRETARY FOR MI:i\ES: The 
Hon. ~Ir. Hawthorn was in the ::Ylinistry. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHOR!i': I think it was 
in the time of the Denham Governm~nt. 
. H{)]1. P. J. LE\HY: Things have changed 

smce then. 

The SECRETARY FOR ::'viiXES: Things 
have also changed here a little bit. and I 
think the change is for the better. The 
hon. gentleman is drawing me off the thread 
of my argumcEt. The point I am making is 
that thr produce agents <leputationised the 
Premier of the day an<l a.sked that simi'lar 
legislation to this b.e introduced. and I know 
they were \villing tD pay from £5 to £10 
annually. 

Hon. A. G. C. HA',\ THORS: £1 is not ex­
cessive. 

The SECRETARY FOR l\H::\'ES: No. I 
think it only right that auctioneers and 
farm produce agents ~houJd be reg·ister·" d, f"O 

that_ the country producers c~n be protoctod 
against the pocket-lv ok con1mi'ssion agent, 
who pays no fees, a.ml \vho is here to-dav 
and gone to-morrmv. The ao-ents themselves 
have a-.kcd for this Bill. " 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: Th<:>y did not ask for 
all the prDvisions Df this Bill. Thev <lid not 
ask for the dragnet cl a use. ~ 

The SECRETARY FOR ::\liXES: I am 
introducing this Bill because I have the 
greatest sympathy with the producer. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: \Ye all have. 

The SECRETARY FOR }-liNES: I be­
lievP it \Yill secure for him a better price 
for his produce. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: Tell us a.bout the fish 
market and the price of fish. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIXES: I know 
the difficulties the people have had to contend 
with in the Kingarov district. \Ye all know 
the difficulties a pi·oducer has to contend 
with in the initial stages of his farm. A 
man who goes out and tackles the scrub must 
have a big heart. He must be a brave ma.n 
to tackle all the difficulties that confront 
him. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: We are all with you 
there. 

The SECRETARY FOR '!\liNES: If there 
is any legislation we can introduce that will 
give him a fai'r opportunity of securing an 
hnproYcd pricB for his con1modities, then ·we 
shDuld introduce it. and I a.m sure it will 
meet with the approval of this House. 

Hon. A. G. C. H.nvTHOR)[: It makes me 
smile when I think of the bencvolenc(• of 
your butter transaction-s. 

The SECRETARY FOR l\II::\ES: We 
have been instrumental in bringing about a 
great improvement in the dairying industry. 

Hon. \V. STEPHEKS: You spoilt it. I know 
many 'vho are fattening now, and hlLve 
knocked off milking because you stole the 
butter. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I am 
eat' fied that since our Government came· 
into power there has been stability in the· 
dairying industry. I know that prior to 

the Labour Government coming 
[5.30 p.m.] into power the price for butter 

or cream was not uniform. One 
we-?k the producer would get nd. per lb., 
and the next less, and eometimes more. Now 
there is uniformity in price. 

Hon. \V. STEPHESS: I do not think so. 
The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Any­

hod:;- can say to-day that cream is bringing 
n good price. 

Hon. P .. J. LEAHY: Don't yDu know that 
that is owing to war conditions, and that it 
won't last. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I know 
something a bout the dairying industry. I 
know that when a dairy farmer gets a good 
';)W which can earn from £1 2s. 6d. to· 
£1 7s. 6d. every month; that is not bad. If 
they earn £1 a cow .per month they do well. 

Hon. P. J. LnHY: They do not do that 
n1 v;rintE:r. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: They 
avemge £1 per month all the year round. 

Hon. \Y. STEPHE:\S: i\ot all the year round. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIXES: A cow 
on good grass will very nearly average £1 
a month, and if a cow does that it does very 
vcdl. ="o one can say that the dairymen are 
not. doing fairly \Yell. The produce business 
i.~ one demanding the highest probity and 
inh_,grity. and nu one can object to the 
slie;i1t r0'triC'tion w·hich is placed upDn 
entry into the business. Clause 6 imposes 
n, l'E':3 1~riction on an a vent purchasing con~ 
sjg·nn1en+~. \jther directly or indirectly, ;.vith­
ont having previously obtained the consent 
in ··:riting of his client. This is to prevent 
th,, manipuLtiug- of the market by agents. 
Clause 7 deals with the application of trust 
moneys, and provides that all balances due 
to a diem which are held by an agent must 
be paid into a tru5t account. A breach of 
this clause is punishable by a penalty not 
ex-. P< ding £50. Provision is made that the 
moneys paid into such trust accounts shall 
not be liable to be attached or taken in 
0xecution by any other creditor of the agent. 
The remainder Df the Bill consists chief! v 
of provisions for the effective administration 
of the measure. I do not think I need go 
aw· further into the Bill. Hon. gentlemen 
will h .vc an opportunity of criticising it in 
detail in. Committee, and probably there 
may be •,)me amendments suggested in Com­
mittee that will improve the Bill. If so, 
I 5hall be on!~· too pleased to accept the 
sug-gestions. I believe tha.t I am introducing 
a Bill which meets with the approval of most 
hon. gentlemen. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: It is much less objec­
tionable than most of your Bills. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: In our 
desire to do something for the primary pro­
ducer, I am sure that we shall hav-e the 
snnpori of hon. gentlemen in this Chamber, 
a.!thoug-h v:e may differ in our methods of 
doing it. The Bill is not a very long one, 
and there may b.o some amendments sug· 
gested which will improve it. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: I have got two or three. 

The SECRETARY FOR MI:t':JES: But I 
shall have tc oppose any amendments moved· 
with a view to destroy the Bill. I do not 

Hon. A. J. Jones.] 
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anticipate opposition myself until I meet 
with it. I do not believe in meeting trouble 
'half way. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: It comes soon enough 
without meeting it. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIXES: But I 
may stress the fact that it is the intention 
·of the Government to do something to help 
those engaged in the busin<>ss of agents, and 
who-the honest agents-in their turn will 
1wlp the primary producers; and we w .mt to 
-do away with any dishonesty by legislation. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: Are you doing fairly 
by the co-operative companies under this 
Bill? 

The SECRETARY FOR MIXES: Ye .. 
Hon. P. J. LEAHY: That is open to doubt. 

The SECRETARY FOR MI::\'ES: I am 
one of those who beli<>v<> in <'ncouraging 
·co-operation. I believe it is a st<>p towards 
socialism. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: I think it is the exact 
opposite of socialism. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIXES: I differ 
from the hon. gentleman ; I think it is 
towards it. I beg formally to move-That 
·the Bill be now read a spcond time. 

Ho;;-. '\V. STEPHENS: I b<'g to move the 
adjournment of the debate. 

Question put and passed. 
The resumption of the df'bate was made 

an Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

ADJO'GRNMEKT. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I beg 
to move-That the Council do now adjourn. 
·The first business to-morrow >vill be the 
adoption of the report of the Select Com­
mittee on the Opticians Bill, then the con­
-sideration of the '\Va~es Bill in Committee, 
and the resumption of the debate on the 
.second reading of the Farm Produce Agents 
Bill, to be followed bv the debate on the 
:State Produce Agpncy 'Bill. and after that 
the Requisition of Ships Bill. 

Question put and passed. 

The House adjourned at twenty-one 
·minutes to 6 o'clock. 

Ways and ~Means. 




