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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

VVEDKESDAY, 10 OCTOBER, 1917. 

The SPEAKE~ (Hon. \V. McOormack. Cairns) 
cook the charr at half-past 3 o'clock. 

\VA YS A~D MEA~S. 
REST:}IPTIO!\ OF CO)DIITTEE. 

(Jir. Bertram, M~aree. in the chair.) 
FIXAXCI.\L STATE'IEXT-RESU.I'PT!ON OF DEBATE. 

Qnestion (proposed new taxation vide page 
1404) stated- ' ,, 

:i\11-. GRAYSON (Cunninglwm): The Tre~
surer's Financial Statement contains one of 
the ~!lost dra,tic proposals eYer placed before 
Parliament. The taxation proposals that the 

·Go,-ernment have outlined in the Financial 

[Erm. A. J. Jones. 

Statement, in mv opinion, will fall very 
heavily upon the primary producers of 
Queem-land. 

At twenty-fiye minutes to 4 o'clock, 

Mr. CORSER called attention to the state 
of the Committee. 

Quorum formed. 

:\Ir. GRAYSON: I think hon. members 
are to he excused, as they are in the other 
Chamber having a look at the new family. 
It seems to me that the Go,-ernment, in 
framing their taxation proposals, haYe made 
a dead set upon the freeholders of Queens
land. 

The SECRETARY FOR PDBLIC' I:\STRDC'TIOX : 
Xot all frecholders; only the large free
holrlero. 

::\Ir. GRAYSOX: All frecholde1·s. As a 
n1c1nbcr representing a f'Ountry electorate, 
I "'Y that the land tax proposals of the 
present Government have rf>duced freehold 
valu, s in Queensland by fully 50 per cent. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pt:BLIC IXSTRUCTIOX: 
::\hde land cheaper. 

:\I r. GRA YSON: I am pleased to hear 
that the Minister assents to the statement. 
I will gi,-e one instance. A young man came 
from Npw South \\~ales and purchased a 
farm within 3 miles of the \Yarwick Post 
Office, and gave £18 an acre for that farm. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
He paid too much for it. 

:Mr. GRAYSOl\': He did not pay too much 
at the time. That yot\IIg man enlisted and 
went to the front about eighteen months ago, 
but before leaving he left power-of-attornev 
with his brother to dispose of the farm 
whenever he was asked to do so. That 
voung soldier wrote to his brother from the 
front about two months ago and asked him 
to dispose of his farm. The farm was placed 
in the hands of seYeral agents, and the 
highest offer received for that farm was only 
£10 an acre. 

The SECRET IRY FOR PUBLIC IxsTRt:CTIO:>r : 
Perhaps another soldier will get it at that 
pricA. 

11r. GRA YSON: What soldier is in a 
flnancial position to buy a farm at that price? 
\Vi!! tbe Government advance sufficient 
money to any soldier to buy that farm at 
£10 an acre? \Ye have heard it said time 
and again by members on the front Treasury 
bench that the land tax imposed b:v the pre· 
sPnt Government would cheapen the price of 
land. It has reduced the price of land to 
th.0 small freeholder. \Ye have also heard 
rcpcatedlv from the front Trt>asurv bench 
th;tt it ,\·onld cheapen land to those who 
wished to acquire land for settlement. As a 
matter of fact, since the Go,-ernment imposed 
a high lanrl tax. no large estates haYe been 
C'ltr "lJp. There are nO buyers, and as a 
rpqJJt the large landholders haYe the land 
h·ing on their hands. The land tax proposals 
o,f the Govermnent arc nothing short of con
fi,cation. I sav that a·dyise<dlv. I know 
SE'ver!l aged me'n who ha,-e de,-oted the last 
fifty veai'e to acquiring a home. and they 
now find in the PYening of their lives, when 
thev wish to retire. that thev arc unable to 
dispose of their farms. No one will buy 
tbeir farms, and they remain a drug on their 
h"nds. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IXSTRt'CTIOX: 
They did not make the increased value. 



Ways and Means. [10 OcTOBER.] Ways and Means. 172& 

Mr. GRA YSON : Decidedly they di·d. I 
contend that the hardy men and women who 
went out into the scrubs on the Darling 
Downs and in the coastal districts, cleared 
the scrubs, cultivatE'd the land, fenc,,d it in, 
and erected homes-they are the ones who 
did make the value of the land. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
They made the improvements, not the value. 

::\lr. GRA YSON: Decidedlv thev made the 
value. ~ ~ 

The SECRETARY FOR P"CBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
The construction of railways and general 
progres,. made the value. 

1\lr. GRAYSON: The hon. gentleman him
self started a selection. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRCCTION : 
I had a leasehold in the drought time. 

1Ir. GRA YSON: The hon. gentleman 
started a selection, and he will admit that 
he was a failure. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTR"CCTION : 
No. 

J\h. GRAYSON: The hon, gentleman must 
admit that he was a downright failure. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
No, I was not. I never got a start. 

Mr. GRAYSON: Yet we have heard more 
from the hon. gentleman than from any 
other hon. member during my time in Par
liament as to how men should conduct their 
business on the. land. He makes longer 
speeches about land settlement than any other 
hon. member, and yet when the hon. gentle
man tried the same game himself he proved 
a failure. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRCCTION : 
I was not a failure, because I never got a 
start. 

Mr. GRAYSON: The hon. gentleman 
forfeited his selection. There is no question 
about that. It seems to me inconceivable 
that in a State like Queensland, where only 
6 l;.ler cent. of the land is held under freehold 
tenure, that the Government should make 
such raids on the freeholders. There is no 
other State in the Commonwealth that has 
the heavy land tax that Queensland has. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
That shows how advanced we are. 

Mr. GRAYSON: I would like the Secre
tary for Public Instruction to compare the 
land tax in New South Wales with the tax 
on freeholds in Queensland. In New South 
Wales the exemption is £240, and the tax 
is ld. in the £1. 

The SECRETARY FOR P"CBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
Ours is a great deal better than theirs. 

Mr. GRA YSON: 'rhen take Victoria. In 
Victoria there is more land alienated than 
in any other State of the Commonwealth. I 
believe I am correct in saying that fully 70 
per cent. o£ the land in Victoria is held 
under freehold tenure. 

The SECRETARY FOR PCBLIC lNSTR"CCTION : 
That is why so many have been driven out 
of Victoria into Queensland. 

Mr. GRAYSON: In Victoria the exemption 
is £250. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
In some districts the population is diminish
ing as the years go on, on account of land 
monopoly. 

:VIr. GRAYSON: In Victoria the exemption 
is £250, and the tax is ~d. in the £1. I am 
giving these figures from the latest. 
"Knibbs.'' 

Mr. LAND: You are very lucky you have 
not got a he a vier land tax. 

::Y1r. GRAYSON: In South Australia they 
have imposed a land tax with an exemption 
on £5,000 of 1d. in the £1. This is sufficient 
proof to me that South Australia, which is 
one of the largest wheat-producing areas in 
Australia, is encouraging the farmers to 
bring land under closer cultivation. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Why are 
some men from South Australia coming over 
here to look for land? 

:VIr. GRAY SON: \V e have hear·d it stated 
repeatedly by hon. members sitting on the 
Ministerial side of thie House that the 
farmers in Queensland hold too much land, 
but· a small farm is of no earthly use to a 
n1an ,vho wants to go in for ·wheatgro,ving. 
It would pay no man to grow wheat !'m a 
'mall scale. He has got to buy machmery 
costing from £400 to £500. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTR'C"CTION : 
And pay £18 an acre for the land in addition. 
We want to reduce that price. 

Mr. GRAYSON: The land which has been 
sold for £18 an acre during the last few 
years has been lucerne land, which is much 
more valuable than wheat land. It just 
goes to p'l'ove the ignorance of the hon. 
gentleman as to the value of land. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTR"CCTIO"! : 
I knm,- grazing land in Queensland for which 
£16 an acre was paid years ago. 

Mr. GRAYSO::'\: I would like the hon. 
member to give the district in which that 
occurred. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC INSTR'CCTIO"! : 
In the J ondaryan district; and they were 
ruined. 

:VIr. GRAYSON: The very hig-hest price 
paid for Jondaryan land was £4 an acre, 
and I am told to-da;;· that you can buy the 
best of the land on the J ondaryan Estate 
for £2 an acre. 

The SE~RETARY FOR PrllLIC INSTR'CCTION : 
I did not say the J ondaryan Estate, I said 
in tbe J ondaryan district. 

:Mr. GRAYSON: I am as positive as I 
am standing here that the hon. member 
cannot prove that statement, and I would 
refer him to the hon. member who represents 
that district, the hon. member for Dalby. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
Victorians came here and paid that price 
and went away ruined. 

:'vir GRAYSON: I know land which was 
bought about six years ago at from: £4 to 
£6 -an acre, and as soon as the land tax 
proposals of the Government were made it 
was sold at half the price. I would like the 
hon. member to rise in his place and give 
the facts of the case he mentioned. Then 
we come to Western Australia, which has 
become a great wheatgrowin!j S_ta~e. The 
exemption in \Vestern Australia rs £50 and 
the titx is ld., but there is a rebate on land 
improYed-that is, there is a rebate on every 
acre of land under cultivation. 

The SECRETARY }'OR RAILWAYS: Do you 
appron> of that? 

Mr. GR}I.YSO:"-!: Decidedly I do. I would 
wipe out the exemption entirely! I say! 
there should be no exemption whatever. 

Mr. Grayson.J 
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have stated so previously in this House. I 
-contend that a fair land tax would be a tax 
without exemption, so that every man who 
owned a 16 perch allotment would contri
bute towards the taxation of the State_ In 
\Yestern Australia, the lovvest tax paid is 
2,. 6d. I. am quite correct in saying that in 
no State m the whole of the Commor wealth 
of Australia is the freeholder taxed to the 
tune he is in Queensland. There is no 
encouragement for men to engage in the 
farming industry. 

Mr. CARTER : You think it does not make 
land cheaper? 

:\Ir. GRAYSO~: As I have alre::dv stated 
it is utterly impossibi. for farmers on small 
areas to make a living growing wheat, and 
they must have large area,, and those large 
areas are subjected to a heavy tax in Queen,
land. The time will come in another few 
months when the present Government will 
have to face the electors of QueenslaJCd, and 
I can aedJre hon. members that the electors 
do not forget the treatno: 1t thev have re
ceived a.t their hands. Xo Gonr1;ment have 
been more unsympatheti~ to the pri nar:· pro
ducers than the prhent GoYcrnment. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAJLWAYS: You know 
the very opposite is the case. 

:\fr. GRAYSON: I would like the hon. 
member to mention one thing they have done 
in sympathy with the primary producer. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL\\'AYS: JI.Iention 
rmything they loa vc done against him ; that 
is the way to prove your case. 

The SECllETARY FOR Pt:BLIC IxsTRUCTION: 
They advanced £47,000 for seed wheat. 

Mr. GRAYSON: I admit that there is 
one-they abolished the guarantee on rail
ways. 1'he Minister for Education has men
tioned that they supplied sc·cd vYheat to the 
farmers last season, during one of the most 
disastrous droughts we have had for manv 
;;·ears. It is quite true that th, · Gon·rnmen't 
-did supply seed to the farmers, b'"t those 
farmers will be compelle-d to pay 5 per cent. 
interest. They do not object to that. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pt:BLIC IXSTRCCTJOX: 
They have not paid it yet. 

Mr. GRAYSON: But the,· will pav. They 
l1ave not had ti'mo to get ~ crop. The far
mers do not want anything for nothing. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The Go
vernment are also giving them a railway 
service in your district which doe· not pay 
and taxing the general taxpayer to do it. ' 

Mr. GRAYSON: The hon. member for 
·windsor sa.id the other night that the far
mers were always whini'ng. I would like 
to know when the farmers come to the Go
vernment whining for anything. Is it not 
the workers and the labourers who are alwavs 
whining-for increased wagc:s? They get 
those higher wages and the farmers never 
objected. The hon. member for Ipswich a 
few nights ago advised the Gov-ernment to 
spend money-spend, sp?nd, spend. He be
lieved in spending money as fast as ever you 
could borrow, and he went further and 
stated that he beli'eved in making the other 
fellow pay-:hs man Vlho wa.s in a position 
to pay. "Make him pay up." he said, 
" everr tim:, and keep the wheels of indus
try going." Do we find that during the re
gime of the present Government any industry 
has been started? To my mind no industry 
of any account has been establishad in 

[Mr. Gra:yson. 

Queensland duri'ng the two and a-half years 
the Government have been in power, for the 
reason that men with capital will not engage 
in industry in Queensland with the industrial 
unrest we haYo had during the term of the 
Government. \Ve were told that when the 
Industrial Arbitration Bill was passed there 
would not be any more industrial unrest-all 
the c mployee· oc the Government service 
would bll content with the awards of the 
Court. But we find that there has been 
more industrial unrest during the term of 
the prc<ent Government than during the 
term of anv other Government that have 
been in po\\:er. The llfinioter for Railways 
cn,not dem· that. I think it is a deplorable 
fact that ,;H·n who wcmt to start industries ...., 
and ane i~clined to put capital into enter
pricos have not that confidence in the Go
vemment of Queensland to make them feel 
ju.,tifier' in doing so, and thus giving 
a~-~d;tiona-l en1ployment. 

\Ye find that the Government have entered 
into manv State ertcrprises during their 
tcr:n of office. Th•cy have started butchers' 
shops. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: Hear. ·hear! \Vould 
you like to get one in \Y arwick ? 

:oir. GRAYSO:\: I do not represent War
v: :ck. but if I represented Paddington I 
n!ight say, "' IIear, hear"~i£ my con
stitu•ents could get their me, t at 2d. to 3d. 
Je,s per lb. than under ordinary conditions. 
In anv ea'" it is the easie·,t thing in the 
world ·for th~ Gonernment to run enterprises 
of this kind if thev are able to commandeer 
mec t fro .n the pastoralists at 2d. per lb. 
eh eo per than th •y could get it through the 
ordinary che nnels. AnY Government could 
make a' rrofit out of a business of that kind. 
But the-· p-LStoralists are not all big men, 
theY are not all large leaseholders, and many 
of 't!w-;e small pastoralists are suffering. I 
am glad the Minister for Lands is in his 
placP, because he is the organiser of thco.e 
~hops. Ho is a business 1nan, and I n1ry tell 
him that I know vYe!I-as an <:x-busllness 
Dan-th 1.t if I could go to the merchants 
and get mv goods at 30 per cent. or 40 per 
cent. ]eJS ·than the other fellow, I coulrl 
make a great succc- -s of my business. And 
the same thing applies to running tl~ese 
l:ntchers' shops. Then we haYe State sawm1lls. 
I find that the loss to the State through the 
sawmills last vear was £1,913. I ,vould like 
to know what was the reason why the Go
vernment embarked on the enterprise of 
State sawmills. 

~H 4 o'clock, 

Mr. CORSER called attention to the state 
of the Committee. 

The CHAIR:\1A~: I am satisfied that 
there is a qu::Jrum withi'n the precincts of 
the House. 

Mr. GRA YSOX: At the pre:2nt time there 
ar<' several 'a\\mills on the Darling Downs 
which have been lying idle for the last three· 
or four vveeks, so that I do not wonder that 
the State sawmills lost £1,913 last year. 
This amount the taxpayers will have ~J make 
good. \Yith regard to the expendrture of 
£18,000 or £19,000 on a State hotel, I 

believe the Mirister for Lands 
[4 p.m.] inwardly agrees with me, 

although he would rot say so, 
that the £18,000 or £19,000 would haYe been 
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better expended in conserving water. If 
the Government had expended money in 
damming up the head of the Condamine or 
its tributaries they would have conserved 
water for all time. and then the farmers on 
the Darling Downs would have no fear as 
Teg nds a supply of water during a time of 
drought. I contend that the expenditure of 
£18.000 or £19,000 on a State hotel was noth
ing but a waste of money, as there was abso
lutely no necec,ity for such an expenditure. 
However. we shall see later on what the 
result \Yill be. 

:'\ ow I come to the question of land settle
ment. Durmg the time the present Govern
ment have been in power, there has been les, 
land settlement-particularly agricultural 
land settlement-than there has been during
the s.' Clle period for the last twentv vears. 1 
cannot make out what is the reason. for this. 
Pos;jbly it may be that settlers are not 
inclined to accept the perpetual lease e:vstem. 
\Yhen the late l\Ir. Bell w~s Minister for 
Land··, you could see a crowd of intending 
selectors around the land offices looking for 
land. But. during· the time the present 
Gov<>rnment have been in power, I have never 
sepn a group of intending settlers waiting 
round the Land' Office. It is a deplorable 
thing that in a State like Queensland, where 
"-e haP millions of acres of splendid land, 
thE're are no applicants for the land, parti
cnlarly fm land suitable for agricultural 
scttL ment. My opinion is that one of the 
r?ason~ for this is t~at the younger genera
tion, mstead of bemg eager to follow in 
theit· fathers' footsteps and select land and 
becon:c farmers. arc so disgusted after 
hstenmg to then· fathers' tales of the wav 
in ,,-hich theY ha,-e been treated bv the 
prcse:>t Gowri1mcnt. wh~ have imposeci land 
taxahon and other restnchons upon them
thc"0 farmers' sons are not inclined to settle 
on the land. The result is that we find those 
fine :.-oung men are coming to Brisbane and 
seeking employ1~1ent in the Railway Depart
ment. the Pohce Department. and other 
public departm<>nts. I know that for a fact. 
and that, in n1y opinion, is one of the pri1nary 
reasons whv farmers' sons, who would make 
ideal settlet:s on the la:>d, having been brought 
up to that occupation, immediatelv thev 
attain to manhood. get so disgusted listening 
to then· fathers' tales of woe as to the wav 
in which thev have been treated bv the 
present Government that thev will not el1gage 
in the farming industry. • 

The HmiE SECRETARY: \Vhy don't you sell 
them some of your land cheap? 

Mr. GRAYSOX: I have no land to sell. I 
he.ve menti=ed the fact that there has been 
a falling off in the selection of agricultural 
farrn_s. There is a!so a great falling off in 
grazmg farm selection. There have not been 
ne.trly the number of selections taken up 
under the grazing farm svstem of selection 
during the last year that were taken up three 
or four years ago. -

'l'hP SECRENRY FOR AGRICT.,'LTURE: There 
are 60,000 m<>n out of the countrv · don't 
you know that? · ' 

Mr. GRAYSOX: "'o, I do not know that. 
'There are not that number out of the countr> 
The facts I have referred to show that ther~ 
is a screw loose somewhere. Where that is 
I should like to find out. I have given what 

I consider to be the reason why farmers' 
sons have turn:~d their backs upon farming 
and sought employment in Brisbane. The 
Government certainly do not encoura£;"e that 
dass of settlement. Farmers' sons and 
selectors' sons receive little encouragement 
to select land in Queensland in order to 
increase production, and when those young 
men come to Brisbane, they take employment 
from the constituents of the hon. member for 
Paddington. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: What are you taking 
from me• 

:i\lr. GRAYSOX: I say that 
sons who come to Brisbane 
employment here are taking 
fro:rn your constituents. 

the farmers' 
and obtain 
employment 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: I cannot quite 
your argument. 

follow 

:C.fr. GRAYSOX: 'rhose fine. fresh, young 
men whet> they come here, obtain employ
ment. which would otherwise be given to your 
constituents. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: The Paddington 
p: 0plc are some of the best people in Queens
la,ud; they are noted for their intelligence, 
espccialiy politically. 

~Ir. G RA YSOX: The Government have 
acquired the Cccil Plains Estate. and have 
had it on their hands for eighteen months, 
duriPg which time it has been growing 
Bathurst burr and prickly-pear. but not
withstanding that fact the Government are 
making no effort to subdh-ide the btate and 
throw the land open for selection. I believe 
that if it \vere thrown open for selection a 
large area of the land would be taken up 
i1n1nediatcly. 

I \vish now to refer to the £20,000 pro
vided for the upkeep of the Brisbane Hos
pital That i-" absolutelv unfair to the 
general taxpayers of Queensland. The 
\vcalthiest peopk of the State live in Bris
bane; indeed. the whole w~alth of Queen:,. 
lctnd is concentrated in Brisbane, and I 
contend that the local authorities in the 
metropolitan a.rea cbould be compelled to 
support the hospital. 

Mr. CARTER : You bitterly opposed that 
proposal when the Hospitals Bill was before 
the House. 

:i\Ir. GRAYSOI\: That BiU was applicable 
to the whole of the State. 

Mr. CARTER: No; it was only applicable 
to Brisbane. 

:Mr. GRAYSON: I understand that it was 
applicable to the whole of the State, and I 
hold that you cannot bring a measure of 
that kind into operation in the country. 
The people in the country a re willing to 
maintain their hospitals. Anyone who goes 
into a pastoral district will find that the 
hospitals are well maintained by the resi
dents. Ther<' is absolutely no trouble in 
connection with the hospital in my district. 

~Ir. GLEDSOX: Had not vour constituents 
trouble with the hospital in Warwick? 

:'i-1r. GRAYSO~: No. 

Mr. GLEDSOX: You tell them that. 

Mr. GRA YSOJ\": Thev had no trouble that 
I am aware of. At any rate, I fail to see 
whv the whole of the taxpayers of Queens
lan:d should be compelled to bear their share 

Mr. Grayson.] 
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Df the co··t of maintaining the Brisbane Hos
pital, and that is what this vote of £20,000 
means. 

Mr. PAYl\E: And keep up their own hos
pitals, too. 

Jl.lr. GRAYSOX: And keep up their own 
hospitals, too, as the hon. member interjects. 
If this £20.000 is expended in the upkeep 
of the Brisbane hospitals, the general tax
payers of Queensland will have to contribute 
their share of the amount, and, as the hon. 
member for .Mitchell says, will have to main
tain their own hospitals as well. There is 
very little trouble in collecting sufficient 
funds for the upkeep of the country hos
pitals. and I think the Brisbane Hospital 
should be maintained by local contributions. 

I do not wish to delay the Committee any 
longer. but I may say, in conclusion, that 
this Fina.ncial Statement will be a shock 
to the people in the country districts. There 
has been no more drastic legislation intro
duced in the Parliament of Queensland in 
the way of financing the State than is fore
shadmvecl in the Statement which has been 
presented to the House. The result of the 
proposed taxation will be that many men 
will do their utmost to dispose of their free
halos. because it will be utterly impossible 
for freeholders to bear the extra taxation 
which is to be imposed upon them by the 
Government. The incidence of the income 
tax is also very doubtful. 

Mr. PAYl\E: It only applies to incomes 
over £3.000. 

Mr. GRA YSON: The supertax is on 
incomes of £400 ancl over. The land tax will 
be a heavy burden on farmers. especially in 
drought ti"me. when it will be impossible 
for them to meet their obligations. 

J\Ir. CARTER: \Vhy, it will reduce the price 
of land. 

Mr. GRAYSO:\: It has reduced the price 
of land, as I have already stated, all over 
Queensland. I question very much if they 
would be able to get the money they paid the 
Government for the land, apart from the 
improvements they have put on. I would 
like to my, in conclusion, that when the 
electors of Queensland have an opportunity 
of reviewing the legislation which has been 
passed by the present Government, there will 
he a revulsion of feeling right throughout 
Queensland, and the present Government 
will be relegat~d to the Opposition benches. 
I am positively certain, judging by the 
expressions of those I meet in the country 
and in the towns, that the present Govern
ment's actions, during the term they have 
been in power, will not be approved of by 
the electors. 

Mr. CORSER (Burnett): It is a surprising 
state of affairs to find that in the Financial 
Statement the Government have the audacit" 
to say that during their term of officn they 
have l1een parti<'ularly careful. I notice, on 
page 7 of the Financial Statement, that the 
Treasurer has seen fit to place in the report 
the statement that-

" The GoYerninent exercised, during 
the year. the ::rreatest caution with 
regard to expenditure ; there were no 
costly innovations, and no extravagance; 
on the contrary, a high degree of mode
ration in disbursements was a noticeable 
feature in the administration of all 
departments." 

fM r-. Grayson. 

\Vha t made it necessary for the Treasurer to 
make that statement? Onlv to trv and 
deceive the people of Queenshnd as 'to the 
true position-a position which is so dearly 
.set out in the Financial Statement and in the 
,-eport of the Auditor-General. It was that 
po.sition which made it nece<,sary for him to, 
make th'lt daim. 

Yet we find that during that same period 
the present Government-which is against 
the ;pending of large sums of borrowed 
money-expended, with revenue, no less than 
£12,000,000 of the State's money; and that 
money has been spent during a time of 
trouble ; and not one penny has been spent 
for the better prosecution of the war." 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICcLTcRE: That is. 
not true. 

::Ylr. CORSER: Xot one penny of that 
mo~1ey has been spent for the better prose
cubon of the war. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR AGRICL'LTcRE : That IS 

not true; and you know it is not true. 

Mr. CORSER: It is true; and I know it 
is tru•'. ·what is further, the hon. member 
is trying to claim. by his interjection. that 
thE' monev that was borrowed from the State· 
Sa Yinp Bank and lent to the soldiers on 
interest was money spent for the better pro
secution of the war. If that money is to be 
included-and it is the onlv shadow of monev 
that has been spent in any wa,- connected 
>Yith the war-it shows vou the absolute 
narrovvness of the hon. ientle1nan's mind, 
and how the Government attempt to clutch 
at a stra\V in an endeavour to contradict a 
statement which is an absolute fact. J'\ot 
one penny of this £12,000,000 has been spent 
for the better prosecution of the war. Ancl yet 
we find that there is to be increased taxation 
on increased taxation, which was an increase 
"-hen the !at<' Government left the front 
Treaslll''-" benches. The sum of £37.000.000 
is to be expended <luring the term of 
the present Government. and that money is 
to go to add to the ever-increasing taxation 
whrch must be placecl upon the taxpayers of 
QuE'ensland to pay the interest which is due 
to go to "Ikey ::Y1o ., or somebody else. 
Wrapped up in the little red book issued by 
the present Government, with which they 
gulled the electors at the last election, is a 
statement that they are against the borrow
jug of large sums of n1rney. for 1.vhich we 
had to expend so muclJ to be sent to the 
other side in order to make it good. They 
claim that it was necessary that money 
should be made available from time to time 
to create a sinking fund which would be of 
some use. This little book states-

" \Vith the imposition of a land tax. the 
cE'ssation of public borrowing, the inaugu
ration of a sinking fund to redeem the 
public debt, the establishment of other 
planks in our platform; when these are 
carried out the financial measures of the 
Labour party will be complete." 

In this statement, on page 25 of the little 
red book, >Ye find that, with the imposition 
of a land tax, we will have a cessation of 
public borrowing. The Government has im
PO'· .l a !and tax. Yet there has never been 
on the front Treasurv benches in this State a 
Government that has "xpended-not only in 
one year. but in the two financial years-so 
much borrowed and trust money ; and are 
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out to expend as much more as they can get 
during the coming season. In the next 
sentence we find that with the inaug·uration 
of this it would mean the inauguration of a 
sinking fund to redeem the public debt of 
the State. \Yhat do ·we find? How much 
money have thcse gentlemen contributed to 
or provided for the sinking fund of the 
State, in proportion to the amount they have 
expended, and with the huge public debt of 
the State? \Ye find that no greatel' amount 
than £140,000 has been placed to the credit 
of this fund. 

:\h. ::\IoRGA~ : And now they are going to 
rob It. 

}1r. CORSER: And now they are going 
to rob it. meet decidedly; as they are robbing 
eyerv account-trust account and credit 
acco~mt-that thuv can lav their claws on. 
'This eontiflU('d bo.~ro\ving Only goes to prove 
that Quoenslard's credit is going down on 
the other eide. Queenoland had a credit 
\Yhen it was represented by the late Govern
ment. mod that credit has absolutely gone 
since this Government ha9 con1e into power, 
through the .a·· >istance of tripe like that 
which I have in my hand. On the top of 
this Statement of the Treasurer that there 
has been such an amount of carefulness, that 
there was no intention at all of doing any
thing rhat would rob the people of the 
money that was their .due. we find in the 
A uditor-Gencral';; report that on the 9th 
December, 1916, compensation was paid in 
rnpect of 445 heifer-; belonging to :\lr. D. A. 
Cameron, of \Voodlands, Mitchell. They 
\Vere dipped at Mitchell, and through the 
effect <Jf improp0r dipping-carried out 
under iche supervision of Government inspec
tors •Jf otock under the Stock Act-409 of 
those heifers {1ird .• \fter inquiry it is found 
that thev died because of carelessnecs 
under th2' de-part1nent's dipping sy~t0n1, and 
£3,000 compensation \vas paid. It was a 
just compe,sation. but that £3.000 was taken 
from a fund which \\as created by the people 
who O\Yll cattle; from a fund that was c;·eated 
under the Brands and Diseases in Stock 
Act. If you will look at the report of the 
Auditor-General. you "ill find, on page 180, 
that this amount was taken from this fund, 
which is a fund to the credit of those who 
hold a brand, and who wish to have proper 
inspection of stock under the Diseases in 
Stock Act. Any man, however small a st<Jck
owner he is, has to pay proportionatelv for 
the brand he holds. The Diseases in Stock 
Act neceositates that he pay at the rate of 
so many head of cattle. That fund was 
created for that partccular purpose; and we 
find that from that fund this monev was 
taken ; and from it also was taken inoney 
for the assistance of a particular widow. 
That widow, no doubt. is entitled to that 
amount of money, bnt why should the depart
ment Wtl!lt to place that responsibilitv on 
the shoulders of the few who are contribut
ing to this fund? 'Ye cannot sC1Jure from 
that department proper assistance in con
nection with disen ses and stock. simply 
because that fund is continually being 
robbed by !he Government for the paying 
off of other m-1ebtedness with which the fund 
should have nothing at· all to do. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: What 
fund should it have been charged to? 

Mr. CORSER: The hon. gentleman sa vs 
what fund should it come from? It shouid 
come as a tax on the revenue of the State ; 
and tho<,e things should be paid for out of 
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revenue 'vithc-r1t sho,Ying any particular loss. 
There should Le proYision that the increased 
taxation from vear to year should meet all 
tho:·e lOntingeTicie~ 'wtthout placing thmn 
upon the shoulders of the producer and tax
ing one fLmu under which we should not 
find them at .a!!. I referred a little while 
ago to ., particular case where the amount 
was charged to this account. It is the case 
of the widow of a bte inspector of stock. 
to whom £630 was paid by way of workers' 
compensation insurance, and expenses on 
aettlcment. 'I'l,at is how the present Minister 
for Agriculture allows the various branches 
of his denartment to be robbed of that which 
is to their credit, and allo'" them to get 
into such a state that they can only be put 
right by incrca~ing the taxati·on of the 
various branches to come under his control. 

The SECHET,mY FOR AGHICULTURE: That 
sum will be recDYered from the State Insur
ance Department. 

:Mr. CORSER : The ::Uinister knows per
fectly well that the requ< sts for assistance 
under the Diseases in Stock Act, and the 
requirements for assistance. are analysed by 
him to such an extent with the pruning knife 
t'-lat reallv on manv occasions the :Minister 
prunes a iittlc bit t"oo much; and he allows 
that fund to be exploited in other ways by 
other :\lini,,ters and colleagues in the Cabinet. 
£12.000.000, I say. was expended from loan 
and trust funch and from revenue, and not 
one penny ,,-ent to the better prosecution of 
the \var. 

:\Ir. GLEDso::-;: :\"ot for diseases and stock. 
::\Ir. CORSER: Xot for diseasu and stock, 

which cert~tinly would get a little bit more if 
we had rhat emnnnt to the credit of the 
disea,es in stock fund. A gr<"1t amount of 
public 1'1oney has been expended on a dis
ea>e, unfortunately. that keeps hon. mem
bers in their placcc. which is responsible for 
the rotten state of the country to-day-a 
rotten di,ease that has been spreading 
among a section of the workers of Queens
land, to the detriment of those workers and 
to the detriment of th>:· State. 

The 8ECI!T f.\RY FOR AGRICULTURE: \Vhat 
disease are you talking about? 

Mr. CORSER: A disease that is respon
sible for the front Treasury benches being 
occupied by individuals similar to the gentle
man who has made that interjection. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICDLTURE: What 
disease are you talking about? 

At half-past 4 o'clock, 
Mr. FOLEY took the chair as Temporary 

Chairman. 
Mr. CORSER: The di'sectse that has been 

responsible for the holding up of seventeen 
transports in the ports of Australia; the 
disease that has been ·responsible for the hold
ing up of a hospital ship; the disease that 
the Premier tried to make capital out of when 
he introduced his conscription of waterside 
workers Bill; and that same disease is making 
po8'ihle to-day the cancellation of the agree
ments that the shipowners were making with 
those people, and the cancellation of the suc· 
cessful arrangement that those shipowners 
have been making during the last few days 
which, by the actions of the present Govern
ment, are likely to be flouted and nullified. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICDLTURE: Why 
don't you talk sense and not rave? 

Mr. CORSER: These shi'powners who have 
been trying to carry on the trade of the 

ilfr. Gn"".<,'r ] 
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country are likely to be flouted by the actions 
of the Government, and flouted for political 
purposes because the conscription Bill intro
duced by the Government did not go the 
whole way in bringing about the debacle 
that was likely to come about. The hon. 
gentleman knows very \Yell that that same 
disease is being spread and fostered by the 
money collected by the present GoYermnent. 
in the hope that they will be returned to 
power when they go to the country in a 
few months. 

'l'he SECRETARY FOR AGRICcLTrRE: How are 
you affected by the disease? 

Mr. CORSER: \Ye are affected in our 
endeavours to produce something from the 
land. and the smaller the man the greater 
is he hindered by the disease that is being 
spread. \V e arc affected in other wa vs, and 
the country is affected to the extent that 
no less than £737,000 \Yas lost on the rail
ways. The railway reY<>nue. it is claimed, 
was reduced beca.use of the bad times thai: 
we have had. It is claimed that during this 
last year there haYe been no rains to enable 
the producer to grow something to feed our 
railwa • s, and vet we find in the Treasurer's 
Finan~ial Statement, when he tries to coYer 
up another statement, he does not sav that 
the bad seasons or the want of rain ha.ye been 
responsible. He savs that the heayv floods 
in the Central district during the .,-ear. with 
the consequent dislocation of traffic. and the 
coal troubles in X ew South IV ales, necessi
tated a reduction in the number of trains 
which made possible the lo"s that we find. 
In one instance thev claim that our trouble 
is due to the want of rain. and on the other 
hand it is clai\ncd that the trouble is due 
becau~e there is too 1nuch rain-becau'3e our 
railw iys have been flooded and washed away. 
\Ye find that th<> expenditure from the loan 
fund alone has increased from vear to Year 
until we have "'tabli'shed a record in 'that 
rega.rd; and the exy1enditure from trust 
funds ha9 similarlY increased. so that the 
Governm<mt have got a record in that regard 
as well. Dealing with the railway expen
diture and railwa v losses. I find that the 
eost per train pei· mile. according to the 
Auditor-General, is Ss. 6kd., and the earnings 
P•'r mile on the railwa~s of the State are 7s. 
li;d., which leaves a loss of 1s. 4~d. for every 
mile that the trains in Queensland ran during 
the last twelve months. That is working it 
down to a pretty fine point, but it shows 
clearly the position the country is likely to 
get into. Although this great State enter
prise did provide good wages and better con
ditions, and did provide cheap fares, the 
figures show that under the present Gm·ern
ment, without the additional £450.000 in
crease in wages to the railway workers. it 
lost during the last twclYe months ls. 4~d. 
per mile for every train that was run. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: Do you say they were 
getting good wages bdore the present Go
vernment came into office? 

Mr. CORSER: It is quite possible, under 
orcli'nary circumstances. that in two years' 
time the wages now paid by the Government 
will be ~aid to be a very poor wage indeed. 
Why did they not in 1915-16-when they in
creased the railway wages by £150.000-
provide for this extra £450,000? That is the 
disease we are. suffering from every day; 
less and less returns from our railways, as 
clearly shown by the Commissioner. This is 
the question that the Railway Department 
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should answer. This is the question that the 
Railway Commissioner has asked the public 
of Queensland. The Comh1issioner says-

•· The industrial problems must be 
serious].,- considered in the future. The 
problenis to be considered include the 
following:-'' 

This is the question that is asked bv the 
Commissioner and not answered in his report 
to Parliament-

• · 1. Are we getting value for payments 
ma.de by the department to its servants? 

"2. Are we getting YalPe for the ser
vic• ' rendered to the pub I ic? 

"3. \Yhat effect has unionism and 
arbitration had on the output of the staff 
and the efficiencY and discipline of the 
sPrYice ?~' ~ 

Those arc the questions that the Commis
sioner has ask0d the public of Queensland. 

11r. P.HXE: What do you think of them? 

Mr. CORSER: It is for the Government 
to an~wer. 

::\Ir. P.HXE : I ask you. 
1lr. CORSER: The Commissioner should 

know and should lw a.ble to answer these 
questions. and the Minister should be able 
to back them up inBtead of a,.king Parlia
ment these questions. TJ,a t is the ridiculous
ne ·s of thP position. 

:\h. GARTER: Do you think we should pay 
a lov.-er 'yagc? 

:\fr. C:ORSER : It is for the Government 
to sav. c nd not for them to ask me whether 
the'· ·d10uld pa;.- a lo"·er wage or not. The 
r~ihv .• v·,, should be run on bnsiness lines. and 
the a,\-ard rates paid. · 

A G ovERX}IEXT l\IE}IBER : \Yhy are they 
not paying? 

::\Ir. CORSER: Simply because of that 
clis0asp that has got into the service which 
is barked np by 11olitical influence and which 
is goin~·. to drag men down-drag down the 
re .. ult of their labour and prevent them 
fmm doing that which is just to the com
munit:-;~. 

l\h. CARTER: Do you believe in increased 
freights? 

l\Ir. CORSER : The hon member is not 
going to draw me that way. The GoYern
ment were wrong in increasing freights. 
The question should be considered from a 
business standpoint. We should see that 
this State enterprise, this great asset that 
Queensland has, is run in a businesslike way 
and that it should be made to pay. 

Mr. CoLLrxs: \Vhat do you mean by 
" businesslike" ? 

1\Ir. CORSER: We should cut out politi
eal influence: we should out out vote catching, 
and we should make the Commissioner carry 
out that business in a manner that would b<;~ 
a credit to the country, and not allow him to 
ask Parliament, throug·h its Minister, the 
very qnc,tions that Parliament wants him 
to decide. Those are the questions that have 
been asked. and I have been asked what this 
party would do. IV e say that it is for the Go
Hrnment to tackle its own problems. \Ve 
should see that the Commissioner is able to, 
and has power to, carry out this business 
concern in the interests of the people of the 
State, and the Government know perfectly 
well and the railway employees know well that 
they do not intend to out out the services of 
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-.a. number of rail way employees; they do not 
intend to 1·etrench a number of railwav 
mnployees until the elections are over. • 

'Cifr. \YEIR: Do you want them to? 

'Mr. CORSER: \Yhen the elections are 
·over. God help those people and their 
families. con,idering the terrible trouble that 
they are letting themselves in for. These 
Tailway employees have confidence in a 
Government that is prepared to run the 
railways in a businesslike way and be pre
pared to meet their obligations and not be 
prepared to cut these railwav servants adrift 
because of bad management: 

Mr. \YEIR interjected. 

::\Ir. CORSER: \Ve heard the hon. member 
cackling last night, and he gave an exhibition 
of what is told to the people, what is told 
to their friends who will not read anvthing 
but the Labour Press. It would do some of 
them good to read what is termed the Tory 
Preos to-day. \Ye are told that the present 
Op1,osition is out to do everdhincr to cut 
down the worker and to t;cke 'awav"' his pre
sent condition. whereas we are o{,t to run 
our concerns in a businesslike wa v so that 
we can abide by the awards that have been 
made. \Ye will be able to pav them accord
ing to what we belieYe is right and accord- . 
ing to what is decided bv the Arbitration 
Comt. and. if possible, better their condi
tions fron1 ti1nc to tin1e as ·well as give 
thf'm increases and pay for them·. The 
railways should be made to pay. Drastic 
ehangC'.;:: arc n£>f'P'-sarv in the administration 
of the Railway Depa.rtment. 

::\Ir. IYEIR: Let us know where. 

::'\Ir. CORSER : The hon. member evidently 
i' pinprieked in his mind. Verv carefullv 

·tlw-.· ack: In whrrt direction are th~se changes 
to be ;:rwde • They have appointed a Roval 
Co_nunrsf'ron, and that C'ornmi~sion i:::;. t.aking 
e·cJdenee from dav to dav. If -:ou read the 
evidence you wiil ask ~-onrs.elf: Are thev 
vetting at the kernel- of the situation'? 
i"hen they examine a witness the witness 
is :l'3kcd: "L:; tbe \'i?1b:-r fron1 such-andfi~uch 
a dam likely to rust the tubes of this parti
cular boiler"" Those are the quc:-stions that 
are being a~ked. Those are the investigations 
that are bemg made bv this Labour commis
sion. The;.- are asking' a 11 sorts of questions 
to cloak up that which thev consider in their 
·own minds to be the nucleus of the trouble. 

Mr. Gl:XX : The hon. member for Brisbane 
said he could saye a quarter of a million. 

Jl,fr. CORSER: He could save some of it 
if he did not go to the expense of sitting on 
·that commicsioJ"l. Hon. members opposite 
are afraid something will be said about the 
real reason for the trouble in the Railwav 
-Department before the elections. I will 
ventnre to say what is the trouble. Hon. 
members know what is the trouble. The 
9ommissioner. by his questions, knows what 
Js the trouble. These inquiring gentlemen 
know what is the trouble; thf' Gm-ernment 
of New South \Yales know what was the 
trouble when the railwav serYants there came 
out on strike rather tha·n try a system found 
necessary. 

Mr. WEIR again interjected. 

::Y1r. CORSER: I will certainly support 
that which the Government of New South 
Wales found ne<:essarv. It would have 
-been far better for those men in New South 

Wales, who were afraid of the card system, 
to ha,·e given it a trial, and then, later on, 
haye stated their objections to it. The Rail
way Commissioner and the Government 
know where to put their fingers on the trouble 
in Ipswich. and in Brisbane to a greater 
degre0. hut the hon. gentlemen are frightened 
to touch it. because this political disease has 
got into the kernel of the political situation in 
Queensland to-dav. What do we find thev have 
done? The hon. "member for Maryborough re
ferred to a gatekeeper who might be reduced 
under our legislation. \\'hat evidence haYe 
thev? ThPY made an award recentlv for the 
g·atekeepers" in the whole of the railway ser
vice. And-will you beli0ve it-a gatekeeper 
who receives lSs. per week is not to receiYe the 
incrca~ed a ward of the rDnrt in1 ply bee a use 
she is not a member of the nnion. <Jnd she 
has recei;-ed a certain time in which to 
become a memb'er of the union on her lSs. 
per week and with her little : oungsters to 
keep. \Yill the hon. member deny it? 

::\Ir. Vi"EIR : No. I do not deny it. 

Jl,h. CORSER: Is not that a scandalous 
·tate of affair, • There vou have the admis
sion of one of those-i:. was going to say 
who ,e mouths are ro w1de open-but \vho 
use so 1nanv \Yards in their endeaYours to 
belittle the -Opposition and their efforts to 
better the conditions of the people "-ho are 
called upon to keep their political organisa
tions finaw·ial and do the impossible out of 
the earning" of lSs. per week of a woman 
who is keeping a gatehouse in the country. 

::\Ir. iYno.: Is that the sam2 \\'C·ma n who 
received Ss. per week under your Govern
n1ent? 

::\Ir. CORP.ER: I do not know a wom::n 
\vho received Ss. per \Wek. Last night the 
·<linE' hou. tncinb"'r :::;.nid that a ga:-ekeeper 
in tlw cit~- of ::\laryho>·e>ugh. representc·d by 
the hon. member for \Yide Bay. \Vas receiv
ing Ss. There is no gatekeeper in the city 
of ::Ylaryborourzh. and there has not been. 
That is in keeping with the rest of his state
ments. I think that is sufficient proof that 
he is pretty hard put to it to find excuses 
to decry the Opposition. It is dear that all 
these statements are made in an endeavour 
to collect some moss with a Yif'w to bringing 
about a continuance in office of the Govern
ment who harass the indiYidual who is doing 
his duh to the r''untry by seizing- the frozen 
meat tha" the people in the bnsh got from 
Gympi--'. by taking all the butt•'r to Mel
bourne. b_v the acquisition of ships. by inter
fering \vith our coalmines, by interfering 
with our sugar-works. by interfering in eYery 
direction. They are trying to cove1· up their 
tracks by gh-ing the people's money, under 
an award, to a section of the communitv
who. no doubt. might be well entitled to it 
-(Gm-ernment laughtN)-that is what hon. 
members do not like-that I say they might 
be entitled to it. The question is wh<>ther 
we a re assisting the p0ople in the country 
districts also in the best possible manner with 
the money at our disposal. 

Another question that was raised last night 
was the payment to foster-mothers. During 
hst financial vear the Government r<>duced 
the assistance 'giyen to manv foster-motlwrs 
in the State of Queensland and to many 
natural mothers. In nw district I have one 
indiYidual who has been reduced, and to-day 
that natural mother receives for her two 

Mr. Oorser.] 
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children not more than 10s. per week. She is 
a resident of Gayndah. I do not know how 
she votes, but that might account for it. 

Mr. COLLINS: Can you prove it? 

Mr. CORSER: I can find the proof for 
the hon. member or anv other hon. member 
at any ti1ne. ~ 

Mr. \VEIR: Did you cite the case to the 
Minister? 

Mr .. CORSER: I cited the case previ
ously m the House and to the department. 
That mother has been reduced to 10s. per 
week for two children, and this is the 
great Government that is doing so much for 
the foster-mothers! It is claimed that 
because a natural mother is receiving to-day 
.as much as a foster-mother who preYiously 
had been receiving- more, that was a slur on 
the past Gm·ernment. iVhat they did was 
to give thE> foster-mother a little bit more 
than the I~atural mother, because they paid 
the compliment to the natural mother of 
believing that out of her love for her child 
she would do that bit more at least 
for. which the foster-mother was paid. All 
that the present Government have done is 
to raise-not the foster-mother, not the 
n:o_ther who has to pay for the increase of 
hnn1:r-but merel:c the nttural mother up to 
the rate of the foster-mother. The foster
mothers have got no increased assistance 
from the present Government. 

:\lr. CARTER : Y CS ; they got ls. per child. 

:!'.fr. CORSE_R: I am going to qualify 
~hat. Is the mcrease proportionate to the 
mcreascs that the railwav workers have had? 
'The Commissioner, in "his report on the 
Mount Cannindah line, says that owing to 
the mrrease to the railway workers--

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: You made a deliberate 
misstatement. 

Mr. CORSER: I will Drove it. The Rail
way Commi .:•ion er, in ·his report on the 
~lot~nt Cannindah line-( Govermnent inter
Jecbons)~Clcq; half that mouth and give us 
a chance, half of it will do-The Commis
~ioncr says that the wages have been 
mer eased by the a ward by 27 per cent. The 
" Industrial Gazette" sa'vs that thev were 
increased because of the· cost of livrng. I 
ask the Government whether the foster
mothers, by an increase of ls. per child have 
received an increase of 27 pPr cent. to' meet 
the mcreased cost of living? These mothers 
are widows for the most part. Thev have 
but one vote in the family, a.nd the Govern
ment know ')erfPctlv well that before these 
ki_ds, thesE' little ones, grow up they will be 
Wiped off the political system altogether. 
The~· want the woman's yott'-they have no 
use for the child-and where there is a 
mcther and a father, a gullible father at that 
as the J¥Iinistf'r for Agriculture would r,ut it: 
they w1ll give him an increase, they will 
toady to him, improve his conditions, give 
him h,nber cheapl,v, :.nd provide him with 
motor-cars and railway fares free, if he is a 
representati,-e of a union coming to Brisbane. 
But if it is a representative of the Farmers' 
Union who wants to leave Brisbane, does he 
have \vritten on his c~rriage, " This c'nrriage 
is reserved for llilr. So-and:so" ? I know, for 
instance, a carriage was reserved for one of 
these conservative supporters or representa
tives of the Labour Government, who are here 
.a,; repre,entatives at various conferences, who 
tout round the districts as organisers, who 

[Mr. Oorser .. 

come here as representatives of the railway 
or other unions, and are provided at the cost 
of thi' R~ilway Department that is running 
amuck, with a free pass and comforts that 
are denied to the returned soldier from 
France. (Government interjections.) vYill 
the hon. member d~<ny that the railway union 
organisers that come here on deputations or 
on the1r dirt commissions, or their dirt 
increased pa,· requests, have not passes and 
are conveyed first cla·•S on the railways? 

:Y1r. vVEIR: You talk about a reserved com
partment. Stick to your guns. 

Mr. CORSER: I will stick to my guns. 
The hon. member is not going to deny that 
they get first class carriages for a · start. 
(Government laughter.) 

:Ylr. WEIR: Can you give us any names? 

llilr. CORSER: I will give the name of the 
gentleman who was provided with a first 
class carriage. and th«t name is that of Mr. 
Beecham, of Maryborough. 

Mr. WEIR: That is not true, 

Mr. CORSER: And his name was 
placm,ded on the train. The hon. member 
says it is not true, but that does not consti
tute it not a fact. I want to say that I was 
not the only man who could see it, and 
because I had no carriage myself I got into 
that gentleman's compartment reserved for 
him. 

:>Ir. iYEIR: It could not have been 
:·eserved, or you would not have been allowed 
m. 

Mr. CORSER : And }1r. Beecham will 
know that it was l'eserved for him, and he 
travelled in it, and so did I. The first proof 
I will give the hon. member will be Mr. 
Beecham's own word-he can ask him for a 
start. If :Yh. Beecham denies it, I will get 
other proof. 

Mr. vVEIR: I will believe Mr. Beecham. 
bnt I will not. believe you. 

Mr. CORSER: I quite believe it; the hon. 
member's mind is not built that way. 

:Yir. WEIR: vVill you give us the date? 

:Yir. CORSER: I will give you the date. 
The hon. member made one more statement 
that I am O'oing to amwer. The milway 
delegates might be entitled to their first 
class carriage: '"e will put it that way. 
How much more is a returned soldier 
entitled to a first class carriage? While that 
railway delgate is travelling in a sleeping
car free on these indebted railways, the 
returned Anzac, the soldier from France, the 
crippled man. thE> deaf man, is travelling
second class. and that is why I complain of 
the politicnl comfortR that are provided for 
thes<' people. :\'ow. I think I have answered 
the various que,·tions that hon. member't have 
come along with. 

Mr. iVEIR: You have not given that date 
you promised me. 

:VIr. CORS'ER : I 'do not carry every date· 
in my head. 

Mr. WEIR: ::-.Take it the 1st of April; it 
will do. 

Mr. CORSER: 'The 1st of April was the 
day you were born. 

Mr. WEIR: No, the day you make all your 
statements. When are you going to prove<· 
that other statement vou made about the 
Queensland Railway Union? 
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Mr. CORSER: I will prove every state
=ent regarding the Queensland Railwav 
Union, and I do not cackle at that. I have 
given the name of the gentleman. and I 
trust to his honour that he will answer cor
rectly. (Government laughter and interjec
tions.) 

The TE:V1PORARY CHAIR:V1AX: Order ! 
I must· ask hon. members on mv right to 
refrain from further interjections: I do not 
mind an occasional interjection, but I cannot 
suffer a series of them. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
Mr. CORSER : The next business is to do 

with a remarkable franchise, a rotten system, 
a rotten electoral law, that provides for the 
duplicating and triplicating of the votes, and 
provides that no man-never mind what con
stitnency he may come from-nor the whole 
'0f the constituency can take from the roll the 
name of the man" which should not be there. 

l\lr. \YEIR: Did you cay a " rotten roll" ? 
M~·· CORSER: I eaid a rotten system. 

I did not refe" to the l\laryborough roll. 
The prc"ent el0ctoral law has also brought 

into VG.C:Tle an undesirable state 
[5 p.m.] of aff<tits in regard to aboent 

votes. For some months past we 
have been tryin2: to get from the old country 
a return of the absent votes giyen by our 
ooldiers. aud if the same system is going 
i:c be carried out at the next election, I 
should iike to l:umY when >Ye shall be able to 
di,cover what l.wdidate is elected for Par
liament and what candidate is defeated. If 
we are not going to receiYe the Yotes given 
by the soldiers un'il a remote date after 
the election, we shall not know for some 
time what candidate has been elect<ed. Manv 
membere on the other side haye stated fr01;,. 
time to time that 50,000 of the young people 
of Queens] and have left the State and are 
fighting at the front. Yet we find that onlv 
1,200 votes haYe been receiYecl from the 
soldiers. Does that not strike vou as some
thing Yery curious? Repeatedly during this 
debate m em hers opposite ha Ye tried to frame 
for themselves reasons whv our finances are 
not in a better position, and whv productive
ness has diminished instead o'f increased; 
and they use the arg\1ment that 50.000 of 
our men haYe left the countrY. Yet, as I 
"haYe .aJrcadv pointed out, the soldiers' Yotes 
which haYe 'been counted number only 1,200. 

Mr. WEIR: You nre like the niggers in 
the "Herald." 

::\'Ir. COR SE~: It is a pity you were not 
·on your own Island. It is one of the hon. 
member's own friends >vho ran and owned 
-the "Herald." I will giYe the hon. member 
an opportunity of making that statement 
somewhere else, w.here he 1vill haYe a chance 
·of proving it. 

Mr. WEIR : It is in the libr.ar:v. 

Mr. CORSER: I ·,•.tw >Yhat was in the 
1ibrary. but I hope ~-ou will make the state
ment »:her-; you 'Yill han; an opportunity 
·of proYing It. 

The TE='fPORARY CILURMAJ'\: Order! 
l ,,~jlJ rc.k the hon. memb<:'r to address his 
remark- to the Chair. and not keep up a 
>eross-fh·· of interjedions. 

Mr. CORSER: I hope you ,,-ill call to 
-<Jrder ~h0 hon. :!_11E'n.11Jer ,,~ha interiects. I£ 
hon. members nud·;:P statt:n1ents to ~1e across 
thA Chamber. and I rlo not get the protection 
Df the CLai1·. I ""' not going to stand the 
Chair tackling n1e. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIR2'11AN: Order! 
I ha ye said more than once that it is dis
orderly to interject, and that it is also 
disorderly to answer interjections. I ask 
the hon. member to uddrees his remarks to 
the Chair all the time. 

?lir. CORSER: \Yell, we are both 
offender&, and I hope you will sometimes 
stop the interj cdor. I >Yas saying that we 
ha,·e been wld that 50.000 men have gone 
away from the country. and yet only 1,200 
•·otes have b~en rccei,·ed from th, soldiers. 
\Ye are tol~-1 by members opposite that those 
50.000 men are w0:.dth producer&, and that 
they arL' 110\Y fighti1r:: fc r thP En1pire .. Ho\v 
is it, then, that only 1.200 coldiers' votes 
baYe been eountccl by ~he derart1.::.1ent? 

~n IIoxocRABLE ::\IE:.\fBER: Son1e of the 
solr1ier~ arc sjck. 

:\lr. CORSER: I know that some of them 
are sick. ~:.nd that :SO!l'"!C or thP yotcs fro!n 
E.'g~·pt rrre supp0·-c•l to have been lost. Hon. 
nV'lnbPr:S onoosih' talk about the sick 
Eoldiers. ancf ~7ct they are taking a way fro1n 
s1ck rncn anr:1 ,,ick \Yon1on the opportunit~~ to 
YOte. I hop" there \"rill be a chan~·e in the 
pre2ent condition of affairs. ThP tin1e has 
c~1n1e \vh,"'n thL eountrv should h~t-Yt? its sav 
in the GoYcrnment-,,·bnn thP front benches 
in t~1is Chamber rhould be occupied bv 
represent ltiYCf' o£ the countrv electorateS, 
1/:'hen '"'-'6 should haYe a countr~~ partv forn1~ 
ing the GoYern·11Cnt. who ,\·ill give the 
country people a fair deal, encl. as they have 
not had in the past. T\eyer in the histDry 
of Queewlaml haYe we had a more unfair 
state of affai1·s than exif'ts at the present 
time. It is time that an opportunity was 
given to the one section of the community 
who up to the present have not had a fair 
deal, to show hat L neceeearv in the in
terests of the countrv. It is t!me that we 
did away with the petty systems and schemes 
of the GoYcrnmeni: for vote-catching and for 
serving the interest of one section only. 

Mr. :VfcPKI.IL: You and your friends are 
good at vote-catching. 

Mr. CORSER: The hon. member and his 
party-I beg your pardon, Mr. Foley-I am 
not allowed to answer 'interjections. In 
order to bring about what is necessary we 
must give encouragement to a section of the 
people who have not had encouragement up 
to the present time and provide the facilities 
and comforts that are necessarv for them. 
It is necessary for us to decide· whether we 
are going to nntinue the policy of making 
the people of the country the milch cow on 
eYery occasion. or whether we are going to 
give them their fair dues and put them 
first. because that is where they ought to be. 
The gain of the primary producer is no 
man's loss, and the opportunity to make that 
gain is available to e\·erv man. whether 
Labour or anv other. Everv man has .an 
opportunity to' go on the land if he is pre
pared to produc" wealth b:, his own industry 
anrl efforts: but the man on the land has 
not had a fair deal in the past. \Ye should 
gi,-e him an opportunity now of saying how 
the country is going to be rnn. It must 
be generally recogni€ed that this most valu
able asset of the C0lmtry is not receiving 
the e;ympathy 1t ought to receive. "When 
we recognise that a closer knowledge of their 
requirements is absolutely essential to p~o
pcrly g-overn the country we shall recogmse 
what is best in their interests and in the 
interests of the whole State. I sincerely 

Mr. Corsrr.J 
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Lore that the present Administration, in 
their desire to increase taxation and to go 
on increasing expenditure, will recognise that 
there is a greater Government looking after 
the dc•stinies of the people of Australia, and 
that thev want some taxable asset from which 
they can raiSP reYenue, and that the field 
of taxation should not be altogether ex
ploited by the State exploiters. We should 
be prepared to leave available for them 
every penny we can leave, so that they may 
have money for the better prosecution of 
the war. \Ye should remember that seven
teen of our transports and a hospital ship 
are held up, and that everv endeavour is 
being· made to hold up the c;untry, and yet 
the Government of Queensland, who ought 
to _represent the people of the State, are 
actmg for the advantage of one section of 
the community and to the detriment of the 
Federal Government, who require every 
penny they can get for war purposes. 

Mr. FREE (South Brisbane): I wish to 
say a few words on the Financial Statement. 
I took notes of a few remarks made by the 
hon_. member who has just sat down, and I 
nob c., tha c he referred to the votes received 
from the soldiers. 'When reading the paper 
the other dav I saw a little bit about the 
Port Curt is 'ffiethod of ea tching votes. A 
gentleman travelling about the district spoke 
about the debt on the public hall and 
said he would be pleased to pav off the £50 
debt which remained' on that halL 

Mr. CoRSER: Hear, hear! 

~Ir. FREE : He i5. I believe a future 
candidate for that electorate, The reason 
we did not get more votes from the soldiers 
is that the Government did not stoop to the 
low tactics of buying votes. I have no doubt 
that if the Ryan Governmem stooped to the 
low tactics of the Federal National Govern
ment, they would have got more votes. I 
do not intend to detain the House more than 
a few minutes. because there are only two 
departments that ~ wish to touch upon 
~nefly. To my mmd, they are the most 
Important departments of the Government. 
I refer. to the Health Department and the 
Education Department. I should like to 
have seen provision made this vear for a 
separate Department of Health and a 
Minister of Health. We have heard a lot 
about the ~tatp ch_ildi:en, orphanages, hospi
tals, the blmd InStitutions venereal diseases 
etc. All of these instituti~ns should be undei: 
a Minister who can give all his time to 
those departments. I feel sure that this or 
al!y Governmenc that may come into power 
Will never be able to effectuallv deal with 
the Health Department as long as it is 
attached to the Home Secretary's Depart
ment, because that department with the 
police. local authorities. and a h;,ndred and 
one things to attend to, is altogether too 
cumbersome for any man to manage and 
the. result is that the Health. Department, 
which should be the most Important, is 
looked upon as a secondarv consideration. 
I am convinced that the most important work 
of a Government is first the health of the 
people, then the education of the people; but 
unless the health of the people is looked after 
all other le0i'lation is useless, <'Specially nm~ 
that we are face to face with this terrible 
disease. Hitherto the public and politicians 
have not been courageous enough to break 
through the mock modestv which surrounds 
the subject. I am pleased to see that right 

[1!1r. Corser. 

throughout Australi>t to-day the public mind· 
is being a wakened to the great danger which: 
is threatened to the community through this 
disease. ~o doubt, ·the outbreak of the war 
and the great danger to our soldiers from 
this disease has, to a great extent, awakened· 
public interest, and certainly some broad
minded policy, which could be more effec
tively dealt with bv a separate department, 
must be adopted. - The Select Committee 
which sat in New South \-Vales brought out 
some startling fact;;, vYe have found out 
that from 80 to 90 per cent. of the caFes of 
general paralysis of the insane are caused 
by venereal disease. Medical experts from 
the women's hospital have told us that 
venereal disease was responsible for 99 per 
cent. of the still-born children, tha G most of 
the cases of blindness in children at birth 
ha~ been due to gonorrhooa in the father or 
mother, and that hip disease in children, 
and mental dulness in children, are caused· 
bv venereal disease. Seeing that our popu
lation is only 681.302, and knowing how easy 
it is for thi·, disease to be widely disseminated 
by a few. it is all-important that the Govern
ment should act fearlessly, firmly, and 
quickly. 'Yhile only a few have the disease 
to-dav, it mav not be long before 60 or 70 
per cent. of the community will be affected. 
~Iany experts who gave evidence before 

the Roval Commission said that it was safe 
to say· that 25 per cent. of the people of 
..._.\.ustralia are suffering from Yencreal disease, 
or from the effects of it. Those figures are 
staTtling. and prove ·that we require a 
Government in the Comn1omvealth, and also 
in the State, ready and willing to take 
drastic action. I maintain that the best 
waY for this State to take action is to 
establish a separate Health Department and 
a ~1inister of health who can give his full 
time to that department. I should also like 
to see placed on the Education Estimates 
a large sum of money in order that our 
:-·ouths about to leave school may be 
instructed in the dangers which face them 
when they go into the outer· world, and also 
imtructed how to cure themselves. I main
tain that kno,dcdge is the best weapon to 
meet this disE<·.se : and if our youths go out 
into the "·orld with 110 knowledge of how to 
treat· themse]yes or no knowledge of the 
-disea"e. then thev delav in going to their 
medical practiti~ner through i-gnorance; 
and, if 1ve can have some system whereby 
young men going out into the world are 
proper];- trained and tau,rht how to treat 
themselv0s in the fint stag<c·s, I am sure it 
would have ben2ficial results. I very much· 
regret that the Government is near the end 
of office and this department has not heen 
established: but I do hope that when this 
Government comes back-or whatever Govern
ment come' into power-they will make this 
one of their first obiects-to see that this 
State has a proper ~i:inister for health and 
a separate Health Departm·ent. Now, I 
have referred to the education of the young 
fellows going out into the world. 

I wish now, brieflv. to touch on the Educa
tion Department. ·The Education Depart
ment shows an increase of £85,939. I have 
no intention of criticising the Government 
for the amount of money that they have spent, 
as·shmYn in their Financial Statement, because 
I maintain that. with this great war which 
is on and with the attempt which has been 
made by the employing class to throw men 
out of work and force them to the front, 
the GoYernment were right in employing aB· 
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many men as thev possiblv could and thus 
preventing unemployment ·in our cities or 
our cOt.mtry, and preventing a trouble which 
ctherwise would have been caused through 
the >vant of the necessaries of life. I find 
that the bulk of this increase is to raise the 
salaries of the teachers. These increases 
were well merited. Tlie teachers had been 
very patient· and long-suffering in respect 
of their salaries previouslv. The Government 
has recognised that the future of the State 
depends very lftrgely upon its educational 
s0·stem, and such salaries should be paid to 
the teaching staff as will attract to the 
service the_ cream of our boys and girls. In 
m 0' remarks on the Address in Reply, I 
referred to the fact that the success of the 
Australians in .the present war was largely 
du;e. to the efficJCnt. system of education pre
vailmg m Austraha. This fact has been 
once more. demonstrated ?Y the magnificent 
succbo wh!Ch the Austrahans have achieved 
in the recent British pushes in Flanders. 

I note, with regret. the vote for medical 
and dental inspection shows a decrease of 
£600. It is recognised that the decrease is 
due to the fact that, for militar:· reasons, 
!he Qovernment has been unable to pursue 
;ts vig.orous policy of medical and dental 
mspecbon. It is essential to the wellbeing 
of the State that we should have a strong 
and lusty people, and one of the best wa,-s 
to ensure that desired end is to protect in 
eve.ry :way the welfare of our school pupils. 
It Is s;ncerely to be hoped that. when normal 
cm;ditions preYaiL the Government will see 
to It that the medical and dental work of the 
pepartment of Public Instruction is extended 
111 eve_ry possible way and made one of the 
m'ost In:;portant services of the department. 
In passmg, I would just like to sav that a 
great amount of monev could be saved in 
regard to medical and· dental inspection if 
there wa~ a proper Hf!alth Department, and 
the rr;edrcal . man g~nng round examining 
the chlldren m the different schools were an 
officer of ~he Health Department. There is 
not the shghtest doubt that he could act in 
tha.t C";P.a~ity for the Health Department 
while nsibng the different schools, and thus 
save a good deal of money to the State. 

I note also, with regret, that the Yote for 
the Pharmacy C'?IIege .has been slightly re
duced .. the' reductwn bemg £150. It is quite 
recogmsed that the reduction of the vote is 
due te> th.:; fact that owing to the large> num
ber Q~ .the students of the collecre who are 
On nuhtary Service the fees received haYe 
not been sQ great as previouslv, and conse
quently the amount of endo,Yment which 
could be claimed is not so large. I would 
point out that the Pharmac; Colle"e is 
doing exceedingl~~ useful worl~, and fs. in 
fact. an indispensable institution in the train
ing Qf pharmaceutical chemists. and I hope 
that. should the amount be found inadecmate 
fo_r the current year, the GovE>rn~nent 
>niJ deal sympathetically with the Pommit
tee and see that the usefulness of the insti
tution is not destroved in anv ,-av throuo-h 
lack of adequate fin.ancial sup.port. · I might 
also say t~at the dental profession is depet1{l
mg on this college fm· the trainin" of their 
young n10D in their second vear fort--the inter
mediate examinations. \Yhen the "CniYersitv 
was started in Brisbane it was intended to 
embretce the training of pharmaceutical chem
ists, but owing to the fact that thev had 
such a splendi,d college here and to the 
shortage Qf funds thev found it was not 
necessary for the time 'being. It would be 

a disastrous thing to Queensland if that 
Pharmaceutical College was lost-and there 
is a danger of its being lost to Queensland, 
becauce the funds are so low and there are 
so few students this year. 

Xow, in regard to secondary education, I 
wish to commend the Government fm· its 
efforts to extend the system Qf secondary Eedu
cation as widely as possible, and express the 
hope once more that when additional insti
tutions for secondarv purposes 'f1re being pro
vided. the claims Qf South Brisbane be not 
overlooked. Xow, Sir, we have heard a good 
deal of squealing from the councillors and 
the trn- tees of the South Brisbane Park about 
the piece of land that has been selected 
there; but, strange to say, these gentlemen 
h '.-e not been squealing abQut the fact that 
the :'.Iinieter for Railways gave them 100 
fr·et bv 12 feet at the corner of Grev and 
:,re lbourne streets this week in ord:er to 
widen their street. The same gentlemen have 
:::ccepted thi,; gift from the Railway Depart
ment and the Rvan Government without Qne 
iYord of thanks, appearing in the papers or 
anywhere else. AI'"'· a few weeks ago a 
kinch-rgarh:'n "C'hool \Vas started in an adja
cc;nt electm·ate to mine. and the Government 
there very kindl0- transferred to them a piece 
of l n1d from the raib av reserve for that 
kindergarten school. ::\ ohvithstanding that 
the Ryan Government are doing this, we 
dun't hear one word about it from the same 
lot of councillors who are opposing the Go
Yer_nment fm· taking away a piece Qf land 
wluch. for years and years, they have not 
seen fit to utili<e. The piece of ground in 
the park to which I refer is a hill and a 
hole ,,-hi eh they have not been using for 
n any years. There have been letb:n·s in the 
papers commenting Qn the use to which it 
has been put. There have been the cases 
before the court-the nature of which I don't 
wish to refer to at the present time--of a 
beastly n~ture of things which have taken 
place on this piece of !l'round that the South 
Brisbane councillors are squealing about like 
a singed tomcat because the Government are 
taking· it in or,der to put it to a useful pur
po ··'· I hope the Government will go on 
with their determination to build the school 
in that position. for it is absolutelv the best 
position in South Brisbane; it is between 
the two stations, and there is a tramline 
g·oing down each side Qf it. Notwithstand
iner the fact that they are squ~aling about 
this piece of ground being taken, the best 
part of their park is locked up for their own 
friends for croquet grounds, etc., and they 
have them all fenced off with barbed wire, 
etc.. as I mentioned in m" speech on the 
Address in Reply. They a1:e not fenced Qff 
for the benefit Qf the school children or the 
noor people-the working people-but for 
tl'e benefit of the favoured few. I guarantee 
that if a socialistic club in South Brisbane 
were to ask the same councillors and the 
C'a m<' trustees for a small piece of ground 
0n ii-hich t0 have a tennis court, they would 
find there iYas not room ; too much of the 
room ahea{lv has been taken up bv their 
fri,,ml_o. T hope that the Minister for Edu
cat,ion will be determined to go on with his 
pre.-ious decision and build the schoQ] there. 

Touching the Queensland university, I wish 
to ;;tress once more the desirableness Qf the 
e;;tablishment of a chair of medicine and of 
dentistry. This policy will dovetail into the 
policy previously initiated regarding medical 
and dental inspection of school children. I 
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sincerely hope that the Government, a6 soon 
as financial CDnditions will admit. will see 
th:~t the l.Jniversitv is endowed in a liberal 
spirit, so that adequ::tte salaries may be paid 
to the teaching staff, and thus an efficient 
staff will be se~ured for. and maintained in. 
the l'niversitv. l'nlcss that is done. the 
more efficient 1nembers of the staff will leave 
for other "Cniver-itiu; and if the Queensland 
University senicc is a poorly paid one, the 
University will only be able to attract to its 
service men of third-rate standing-and such 
.a. policy would 1'-0act 1nost disastronslv upon 
the University itself. In mentioning about 
this chair of medicine. I would like to sav 
that it y:ould not be so expensh-e ,,s some 
would irn agir:u:; becauf;e under the chair of 
medicine we could bring the chair of den
tistry, chemists. and opticians; because a 
certain amo>mt of medical training is 
required for eYery one of those profos~ion>S. 
and the same profeosor who is lee tc~ring for 
medicine could t.akP certain da·1·s and lecture 
to the different other l,rofesslom a:.d thus 
save a good deal of expense. 

In the matter of technical educrrtio;~. I 
note with pl~asure that nowithstandi1 g the 
prevailing financia 1 ~hortage the Gm-ern
ment have been able to increase the vote for 
technical education b0' nearly £3.000. An 
efficient systPm of technical education is 
indispensable to Qu ensland. 'I'he results 
of the current v. u ha Ye abundantlv demm.
strated that the winning of the \var will 
largely depend upon engineering and science. 
It ha B. demor;stra tee! also th~ t engin,'ering 
~nd sc1ence \nll plav "' most Important part 
m the future in all the commercial and 
national activities which will follow the 
declaration of peace. An efficient svstem of 
tec~n.ical educati<'n i' e'sential to the proper 
trammg of craftsmen and genenl workers; 
and the technical ~alleges may. in a measure. 
be regarded as the institutionB of the people. 
I hope that the devclo,1ments in r< rrard to 
technical education in Queensland \\:;ll pro
ceed on sound lines; that the system will be 
strengthened, and made one o( the bulwarks 
of our education system g<merallv. I &m 
pleased to !lnn that the facilities in th<' 
technical colleges, particularly the Central 
'}:'echnical .C?Ilege, are being used so largely 
m the trammg of returned soldiers. 

I think that the Rvan Government are 
on the right track when they spend as much 
mon_ey as they c,;,n in the education of the 
con_ung population of Queensland. I am 
satisfied tba t all the measures that anv 
Government may pa·s-all the palliative, ail 
the stop-gap_ measures for the time being. 
are neyer going to be any good to the n1asses 
unless '' e have adYanceinent in our educa~ 
ti<;nal system. I ha:ce heard plenty of our 
fnends say-one man said to me. "\Yhy. 
what are you talkmg- about' Education! 
The reason why ,.,, cannot get serYants is 
that the pco;Jle arc too well educated." l 
ca:r: readily nnderstand those ''":10 wi~h to 
grmd tbeir follow me:1 •nm' n to the last 
point-j11st giYing thcn1 sufficiPnr t~) keep 
body ,'tlll~ soul tcf:r(?ther-not wanting to sec 
the mass,'s "-,,]] e.lucaied; but I. as one of 
the rPprP ·Pnta+~Y('" "f the masses. \vant to 
eee eilucation froJil the ~-\BC to the end of 
the 1:'niYcrsit:c. frce; the onh- pannent 
shoul-~ l::e that the boy should exhibit brains. 
and "t,·IJect enourrh to grasp the training 
.and pa"·S the exn1ninaUons in order to pasS 
on. Many men I haT<> heard offer the argu
ment th :t undPr the educational svstem of 
QuecMland to-day. eyery boy-the. poorest 
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in the land-has an equal opportunity. I 
say that that is a deliberate lie. and they 
know it. A boy may be brilliant, and by 
studying early in the morning and late at 
night manag'e to be succe,sful in winning a 
scholarship. But what do we find" As soon 
as he passb along to the gramr,wr echool, 
"e find that the expenses of th~ scholars are 
so grBaf in regard to club n1onej. sporb3, etc., 
that all his comrades are well dressed with 
tailor-made clothes; that if his poor 
mother, who is going out to work to 
earn hr ,. liYelihood, gets the money for 
!11~ books. it is impossible for her to 
drese him the same as the other boys. 
It is impossible for her to proYide him with 
pocket money for this sport and that sport, 
and the consequence is the little fellow feels 
like a fish out of water. He is miserable 
and glad to get out of the school. If we had 
plcn6- of secondary schools established, ~nd 
nroyided some remuneration to assist the 
l'arents to support their children during their 
studies. >mne of the brightest a.nd most 
brilliant lads would be found and kept as 
teachers in the department where they would 
be of use to this State, wherea·, at the pre
sent time they are lost to the State through 
the unhappy circumstances of life. Take 
the secondarv education of those who have 
not won schOlarships. The expenses are so 
heavy that it is impossible for a working man 
to educate his child up to matriculation 
standard. The fees alone are £5 15s. per 
quarter. Then a lad must have his pocket 
monev, he must dress the same as the other 
bovs. ·otherwise he would be miserable. How 
is 'it pos,ible for any man earning the mag
nificent ,mm of £3 or £3 10s. a week-\vhich 
our friends sa.y is too much for a working 
man-how is it possible for such a man with 
four or five children to give his children the 
same advantages that some of us are able 
to give? It is absolutely impossible. and, 
therefore, I hope the education system of 
QnPensland will be improved and that it 
will be made easier for boys to get a. higher 
educa.tion than it is at the present time. I 
would also like to say in regard to the pro
fessional men of Queensland. that the educa· 
ti'onal standard as provided in the Dental 
Act pas"o>cl the other day is exactly similar 
to th<> standard that prevailed in Victoria 
wh0n I was a young man twenty years of 
rrgoe, \vhich is over twenty-fi,-e years ago. 
Therefore, we have just managed, through 
the pres<'nt Rvan Government. to bring that 
profession up· to the same standard that it 
wa.s in Victoria twenty-five years ago, and 
vet thev tell us how advanced we are in our 
0ducational system. Exactly the eame thing 
applies in regard to pharmaceutical chemists 
allfl their college. If this colle7c is lost to 
Brisbane it will be a Yen· serious thing 
indeed to those professions. ·I will give you 
a little exp<>rience in regard to a professional 
n1a.n practi3ing- in out 1nidst. This e~se CRlne 
under mv notice since I ha.--e bren President 
of the Dental Board. This man had been 
practl~in~ for ~en rs. and 'vhen he went up 
for exrtn1ination he was asked-

•· In mnking an injection what per
centage of cocaine would you inject?" 

H0 replied-
" I do not know." 

He wns asked-
" iYha.t percentage of cocaine would 

lJC' dangerous?'' 
H0 replied-

" I do not know." 
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He was asked-
" 'What would ~·ou do if you had a 

patient suffering from some disease and 
it was necessarv to administer cocaine to 
save the patierlt ?" 

He replied-
.. I do not know. I would try to save 

the patient." 
He was asked-

" \Vhat drug \Votlld you administer as 
an antidote? '' 

He replied-
" I do not know." 

Tha.t \vas the. standard of training of pro· 
~esswnal men 111 Bl'!sb~ne in the past. I s.:cy 
1t was a damnable dtsgrace that such men 
should ha ".e been allowed to practise, as they 
':·ere noth111g lee" tha.n a danger to public 
hfe. ....~ n1an or wmnan ne-Yer knows when 
they go into a place like that \vhether thev 
will ever come out alive. There have been 
a fe.w deaths in Queen--land, and I can 
readtly under,,tand it. I do not blame that 
man, but I blame the late Government of 
Quee-nsland . for .. • llo1Ying such a state of 
thm~o' to e:nst. Instead of baYing these men 
proper!~ educated in a lH'oper college and 
f'on1pclhng thcn1 to pa '--s an exa~nination 
before a board before theY were allowed to 
pt:actise, they hoxe been allowed to practise 
wtthout proper training, and the tmblic have 
ha.d to take the risk. That is one of the 
reasons \vhy I a1n so anxious to s.:,e a. chair 
of medicine est 1bJished at the rniYersih·. 
Another reason i this: At the prc •ent tim'<> 
if I could put mv hands on two or thre~ 
young Queenslanders fullv qualified. I couid 
put them into pocitions at 25s. a dav yet we 
have young men here who cannot gr:t' ,:egular 
work at 10s. or 12s. a day. I know of two 
o.r three positions Yctcat1t at the 'present 
time. but we .cannot g<>t young men in the 
dental profc>.'SlOn. \Yhen we wanted to get a 
man for our dental hospital we had to ~send 
b. ;\Iel)wurne. That is the position as it 
extsts m Queensland to·dav and Yet the 
standard of th<> profession 11~s only ]ust ad
vanced to what it is in the other States. If 
we could get a chair of medicine and den· 
tistry established in the ·cniversitv here it 
wo~ld sa~·e. a lot of expense to young men in 
thell' .trammg:. At the present time a young 
~an IS compel.led to go to the dental hospital 
m S,·dncy or 111 the old countrv if he wishes 
~o get a di'ploma that would 'be r0oognised 
m a.ny oth0r State. The certificate giYen in 
Queensland is not recognised anywhere else. 
for the reason that the standard is verv low 
and there is no reciprocit,·-and quite i·ight. 
too. For the~·e rea.<::ons I a1n Yerv anxious 
to see a chair of medicine established i'n the 
'Cniwrsi0.y and I hone it will soon be estab
lished for thQ benefit of the young men of 
Queenslancl. and also for the benefit of 
Queensland genet·ally. 

:VIr. S\YAYXE (Jfimni): In a Parliament 
such :"'~ ours. which has 1~0 forcio-n aff.airs to 
dPal \Yit~L :t ::th'.-aY~ ~r-en1s to ~1c thnt the 
.clis(·us~inn on the Finflnrial StatPJDont rcallv 
<lUhYeig·hs in imnortance the dEbate on the 
Ad~ress in Repl:v at the beginning of the 
Besswn. In r ll our functions we .are limited 
strictl:l to th0 dPYelo·•n1ent of our o,,-n 
resource' and Queensland affair,. As far a-; 
the GoYern1.11ent 11rogran1n1e at the beginning 
of the sessiOYl is concerned it is largelv a 
promiosory·note of what is' intended ·to· be 
<:lone. or wh. t it is hoped will be done, and 
what it is hoped will accrue from such 

actions if r:uried into effect. On the Fi:.an
cial Statement we come right down to our 
true businesc. After all, our a bilib' to make 
Que<·nsland prosperous-to make th'e best use 
of those lar:>;e national advantages with 
which we are endowed-depends largely upon 
finance; upon whether '\Ye ha\·e the money 
or not. and whether our credit is good. \V e 
may talk as mnoh as we like. and promise 
as much as we like: we may talk of " high 
falntin" humanitarian vie1: s, but. after all, 
~1nless 1Y0 hayc the n1eans at our disposal, it 
1s onlv talk and nothing more. In referrino
to the Financi.1l Stat< ment that ,, e haY~ 
before us, one of the first thing:s that sh·ikes 
One is that "CC haVP a neficit or 0\'(']' £250.000 
in connection \vith last year's transactions; 
and that next year it i' esti!1wtcd that our 
deficit \Yill be £500.000. Src•ondlv. it is esti· 
1natPl1 thnt our : xnenditu~·e for ~the current 
yen '"ill exe0c>d th ~t of thP paf't y(~ar by over 
£600.000: nul. at the same time. otn· t-axa· 
tion -du1·jng' th(~ pr..f't ·~-rar has increa::-cd by 
ove•· £103.000. One '\vould redlY think that 
at su, h ti:ue as this the f!-oyerlln1c•nt \Yould 
e-conorni'3,~-i1· i~ far ea ,ier t0 do f3o \Yith an 
expanding c\~Pl1UL' than ~,~·ith a dccl',_-~asing 
reYf'llll0-yet. do:::pite the cxpandinp:: ri?Yenue, 
the foreco't is that nPxt Y<'ar we '•":ill ]- still 
fu,·thci' behind. Another' mattf'r that strikes 
one YC'r~- for,_•il>Lv i) that our principal pnLlic 
ntilit,~-the- railw:lYS-\Yhich under re'"'ent 
Goyc-rLlnf•nh. has _~aid it:.- \Yay. L!L.-1 son1e
tiEws a 1ittl · oYer. i;;: now being worke,l at a 
loss of OY<:>r £700.000 a ven. In YiP\1' of all 
that. there i- "ood groimd for onn,irlf'rahle 
diff;clence a:c to the future. AftN a 11. the 
onh- re-al reli f that c>an <"'Onle to QnePn~land 
is throug;h producing n ore. It is no use 
depending u1vm horro•,-erl money. although, 
as a m'lttf'r of fact. I undf'r,hnd the Govern· 
ment intend to get rellef from their r-resent 
trmpomry diffirulti,os by issuing short.dated 
dehentun '· At th<· present time the Govern· 
ment are actuallY borro\ving money to Jay 
for the c·ear's e'Cpenses. At que time, when 
the present GoYernment were on the Opposi
tion benches. if suc-h a proposition as that 
had be<'n mooted. the:·e would have been a. 
howl of exec-ration. This is one of the pro· 
mi,sor\'·notes thet have nd been honoured. 
\Ve wer<' told when thee· tnok charg<' of the 
Treasurv henohes that we should have a 
reign of sound finance. In f-ad. the Trea
surer >tt onE' tinw toJd us that he would build 
his railways out of revenue, and now, when 
he has control of affairs. not only has he to 
denend l!pon loan mon<'y to build railways, 
but he has to depend on loan nwnev for the 
pa:-·ment of his :-·early expenses. I oertainly 
think :in that n U'tlrrl thnt. tlH? nrotnis~orY-note 
has not be<>n honoured. This ag:ain ·forces 
home on ns that the onlv solution of om· 
financial difficulties is to pt:oduce more. 

A GOYER:\'i\IEXT ME1!BER intnjectcd. 

:VIr. fl'\YAYXE: I .am cpc.:king: under 
rliffi<uhics. T think it \Yill lw rc:'ognised 
that neve h.~for,,, haYe I a~ked the assj~tance 
of tlw Ch-air. I have ahyan been able to 
lwld mY own. HowPver. s,{ffering as I am 
from a· hea ,.v cold. I '\Wonld ask hon. mem
bPrs. to d:'! the -.:atnc as I do \Yhr-n theY are 
~P("'Jzing-, and to refL1in fron1 undue ·inter
jections. ThP onl:' v a:.- tJ ovf'rc>oine our 
financial cliffirnlties is to rrroduce more: to 
cncour .g·e th'"" \1'110 are ,·rilling: to dPvelop 
onr n:.~Onrrcf=.. and tho~e ,'1.-ho a~·p nrepared 
to put their ra!'it.al into thf' vnriolis indus
trial .cntPrpri;;:P;;:. but at the present tin1e the 
position 1n that regard i'3 a n1o~t di;;:trc~sing 
one. \Ye find there is a geLcl·nl reluctance 

1tfr. Su•ayne.] 
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to do anything of the kind. People are 
a verse to _ri,king anything, and there is a 
general distrust of this Government all 
through th~ State. :\rot only through this 
State, but If you go to the Southern States 
you find the same feeling of distrust there. 
On every debate on the Financial Statement 
I_ have taken as my topic the cost of produc
tiOn and the means of reducing our imports 
a'!d as far as pm-·ible supplying ourselve~ 
With what we need and increasin·Y our 
exports. After all, on what do we clepend 
for the money to pay the interest on our 
loans but upon the proceeds of ·what we send 
out of the country. And ag-ain, the amount 
that we have so to meet is rendered ]~ss bv 
GYery additional line of local n1anufactu1~e 
that we take into our O>vn hand-.. and which 
renders us so very rnuch 1nore independent 
of other countries outside of Australia. Yet, 
;ve fii1<1 that the cost of production is increas
mg by leaps and bounr~s. During- the last 
day or two we have had a re110rt on a rail
way by the> Commissioner-on the ::\Iount 
Cannindah line-and we find that y·hereas 
the orig-inal estimate of the cost of that line 
was about £400,000. that amount has now 
been incr0ased to about £470.000 becanse of 
the increased labonr cost alone. That is an 
imtance in which the cost of production has 
increased, and we have to rememb0r that we 
can only get the necessarv lines of railwaYS 
by ha\·ing- them constructed eL'OnomicaJl~·, at 
any rate, at reasonable cost. The same thino
applies to other industries. ~ 

I!ere is another instance, in a verv small 
way-although it is said that a stra\v shows 
which way the wind blows-which indicates 
the difficulties with which our producers have 
to_ deal. It is a cutting f:·o~ a Macka;: paper 
With reference to the shippmg of fruit from 
Bo\Yen, and is dated 26th September of this 
year-

." The only communication Bowen has 
With Gladstone is bv the steamer ' Bin
gera.' As a steame~ calls at Bowen the 
night previous to the arrival of the ' Bin
gera.' however, to load cargo for the 
South, there is no cargo to go bv the mail 
boat. Under the waterside 'award no 
wharf Jumper can be called upon to work 
for less than two hours, and a manager 
cannot put on less than a gang of four 
men. A local resident wanted to send a 
case of tomatoes to a friend in Glad
stone. but to lift this 28 lb. box on to 
the steamer >Yould require a gang of 
four men for two hours ! The anomalv 
of the position is heightened bv the fact 
that the resident is not permitt~d to load 
the box on the steamer himself, conse
qu.ently the tomatoes could not be 
shipped." 

That ig n, fah~ indicntic'n of th9 fool n\Yard~ 
which are making the cost of production so 
exce~sive in Australia, which are hampering 
us . m our ~ffort~ to increase production, 
which are hmdenng us in our endeavours 
to io.Ipply our own needs. Those two 
insta~1ces covei: a wide range-from the large 
sum mvolved m the cost of railwav construc
tion to the small sum. needed to get produce 
to market. but bet'.nxt and between them 
will be found the »·hole gamut of the diffi-· 
~ulties. so _to speak, with which the producer 
In /m'!ra!Ia has to deal at the present time. 
This hi!Oh cost of work is debarring people 
from ~,romg on the ~and. and is deterring the 
producers from puttmg land under the plough. 
Members may come to this Chamber and 

lMr. Swayne. 

talk as learnedly as they like of the need to' 
encourage the production of cotton. I have 
pointed out, time and again, the hundred& 
of thousands of pounds that could be kept 
in Queensland if we could encourage the 
production of mary other tropical crops 
besides cotton: but, after all, underlying the, 
whole thing is the co.t of production, which, 
in Australia. is becoming so excessive that 
it is impossible for us to supply ourselves. 
\Ye are becoming more dependent than ever" 
on the importer, and we are allowing oppor
tunities to supply ourselYes to go by. I 
think that during the last three or four years
there has been brought forcibly home to the 
nations of the \vorld the risk a nation run» 
when it depends on outsiders for the supply 
of the necessaries of life. 

But the increased cost of production is only 
a secondarv matter to one with which we are 
confronted· in the wav of industrial trouble 
at the present time. • I feel safe in saying 
that the great obstacle in the way of en~er
prise and development at the present t~me 
in Australia is the rampant. tyranmcal 
unionism that is now developing. It has 
become the great question of the day, and 
it his brought to light one of the great 
defects in the Government programme sub
mitted at the beginning of the session-tha1J 
is the lack of some effective means of pre
v~nting strikes. \V e have lost more during 
the last two vcars in Queensland than ever 
before in our -historv through strike,, and it 
is largely through- the remissness of the 
present Administration. \Vhen they took 
office >ve had cc>rtain safeguards, and strikes 
were almost unknown in Queensland. They 
removed those safeguards. They opened the 
door, thev threw down the rails to the· 
trouble we are now suffering from. and the 
result has been untold loss not only to the 
producer. not only to the employer, but also 
to thl' waae-earner and the members of the, 
unions th.':'mselves. I would like to point 
out that. in spite of the fact that we have 
industrial tribunals established at consider
able expense for the purpose of dealii!g in a 
constitution:, 1 n1anner with eYery grH'vance 
thev maY have, direct action is still the 
ord.er o( the day throughout Australia, and 
is causing loss to us all round. In reference 
to this shipp;ng difficultv. I noti0e a hig 
effort is being made to throw the blame on 
to the wrong shoulders, and I think it is 
onlv common justice that those who are to 
blame ehould shoulder it. I have here the 
"Dailv Standard" of vesterdav, containing 
a statement maclP bv • ::\Ir. c: Burke. the 
President of the Federated Seamen's Union 
of Australi>t. who is also srcretarv of the 
Queensland Branch of that union. He s~id-

" He was tlwre that eH'ning to give 
a rqoort of affairs connected with the 
strike in the Southern States, its origin, 
and the manner in which the Seamen's 
Union came to be affected and drawn 
into the mael·-trom. In the lattm· part 
of the month of J ulv. certain disagree
ments arose in the 'Xew South \'\"ales 
Railwav Department, with the men em
ployed· in the workshops, which, afte1· 
repeated -efforts to settle on b0half of 
the men, led to an upheaYal which 
brought in its train " great deal of 
suffering and ended in the men of the 
Ra.ilway Depar•tment being :forced, 
through starvation and other causes, to 
accept defeat, and return to work on 
the Government's terms. 
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"The trouble arose over the intro· 
duction of the Taylor card system, an 
Americz.n s:ystPm of ro:;:tin:.; and ~PP£'dit.e; 
up, which had for its objer:t the ultimate 
elimination of the old workers or the 
slow 'vorkers." 

I may say that I disagree with ::\Ir. Burke 
there; but at the same time I quoted it in 
full, because, taking it on the whole, he has 
given a very fair history of the whole case. 

"So much has been said and written 
about this subject that there is now no 
need for me to stress the point furth•or. 
After the struggle had been entered upon 
the unions concerned called together a 
committee of the various u:Jions affe .• ted 
for the purpose of controlling the trouble, 
and, notwithstanding the advice tendered 
by this bcdy to various unions, that the 
trouble should be confined to the rail-
way'• "--

That was the advice of the more rHponsible 
n1en an1ong them-

" other unions took up the matter and 
decided to enter the fight. Amongot the 
number was the Svdnev \Vaterside 
\VorkPrs' Union, who s"ent im ultimatum 
to the Gcvernment that, unless the card 
svstem obiected to bv the railwav ;,>en 
\~ere with:drawn in twenty-four 'hour;;, 
their union would immediatelv dmvn 
tools. This threat seemed to have no 
effect, and the members of this union, 
after the expiry of the twenty-four hours, 
ceased work in spite of the repeated 
efforts of the strike committee to ('Onfine 
the dispute within certain prescribed 
limits. The members of our own union 
then became uneasy at the prospect of 
having to work with the • loyalists,' and 
-decided to come out before the" were 
a'ked to do so. the ill-advised action of 
the waterside, men precipitating the 
trouble on to the shoulders of the seamen, 
who, to all intents and purposes, could 
m no wav affect the railwavmen. How
ever, ha-;..ing onre entered upon the 
struggle, in defiance of the executive 
officers of the union, there remained 
nothing but to see the matter through to 
Jts final end, no matter what the conse
f}Ucnccs might be. 

''Though the union had nothing to 
gain, we decided we would stick to the 
other unions who were engaged in the 
struggle. This \Ye carried out, until all 
hope was lost of a victory for anyone 
"ho was connected with the struggle, 
and, in conjunction with the other unions 
engaged in the transport industry of the 
State of )Jew South \Vales, we carried 
out a fight on behalf of the \Vaterside 
'Cnion and the miners, which, in the case 
of the miners, y, as partially mcc,,gsful, 
but in the ease of the waterside workers 
was, as far as can be seen at the present 
tin1e, a failure. Ho,vever, vvhen it was 
deemed that no good purpose could be 
scrYcd by rernaining out and continuing 
the struggle further, it was elf .;idecl by 
the transport council, which had been 
temporarily r .tlled together for the pur
pose of looking after the intere-ts of the 
transport \vor kers and the n1iners, to 
declare the strike off. 

"And the following resolution was put 
and carried by that body:-' That it be 
a direction to the unions comprising the 

transport council to call meetings of 
their members at the earliest possible 
moment to -declare the present industrial 
dispute at an end, and to advise theii' 
members to return to work.' 

" Acting on the advice tendered by the 
transoort workers' council, your repre
sentatives called a meeting on the day 
following this decision, 5th October, 1917, 
and the result has since been communi
C<Lted to you. 

" PRE·STRIKE CONDITIONS. 

" On Tuesday, 2nd October, in response· 
to certain communications sent to the 
shipowners (at the instigation of the
transport council), we received a reply 
from the Commonwealth Shipowners' 
Association that, as their vessels were· 
required and our men applied, they 
would be taken on on pre-strike condi
tions. The ::\' ew South \V ales Coastal 
Owners' Association replied in the same 
strain, with this proviso-that we should 
have to "ork with 'loyalists.' The col
lier owners replied that men would be
engaged on pre-strike conditions." 

What I want to point out is, that when this 
verv newspaper published that, it was talking 
about a lockout, trying to make out that the 
shipowners were to blame-that they were 
holding up their ships. Yet we have the 
admission-and in justice to the Seamen'& 
'Cnion let me sav thev are a superior class 
of men to anv o( the others-of how it came 
to the waterside in the first instance. And, 
further we have an indication that the water
side w~rkers in Sydney presumed to dictate 
to the State Government-and let me here 
point out that we h • ve adult suffrage, and 
that the Gm·ernment of New South \Vales 
represent' the people of New South \V ales 
ao a whole-these people have the audacity 
to dictate to that popularly elected demo
cratic Government of Xew South \Vales as to 
how thc'V should ru11 the railway workshops. 
Did '0~1 ever see m eh prc sumption? . A 
c'·,ma~d is delivered to the ::\ew South \Yales 
Goyernn1ent, and because it is not acte,d upon 
they pro~eed as far as they are -able to starve 
the who], of the eastern seaboard of Aus
tralia, Because what they demand is noiJ 
done, people 1,500 miles from Sydney ri!l"ht 
up the' coast of Queen-land and down as tar 
as :Melbourne, have to suffer. It n1nst be 
recognised how impossible it is to carry on 
indl}strv under such conditions as we are 
working under now in Australia. 

At 7 o'clock, 
The CHAIR:IIAN resumed the chair. 
:Mr. SWAYXE: I have given the history 

of the dispute from the seamen's point of 
view as detailed by their spokesman, :Ylr. 
Burke and as the people of Queensland will 
natur~llv want to know who is to blame for· 
all the ·distress and loss which have been 
caused I shall now quote from the state
ment ,.;,aclc by the shipping companies, which 
\Vas published in the "Courier·• of the 6th 
October-

" On August 13 the steamers ':Yial
lina,' · :=\Iusgrave.' and 'Palmer' arrived 
at this port, and apparently out, of 
>'c·mpathy for the members of the r:tmons 
affected bv the Kew South Wales mdus
trial trouble the seamen and firemen of 
the steamers mentioned were withdrawn 
bv the union secretary, and since that 
ti"me these steftmers have been compul
sorily laid up for want of crews. As the 
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'Musgrave' certificate expired in Sep
tember she was placed under overhaul. 

"On August 15 the '\Vyandra' arrived 
from Melbourne, and the members of the 
Seamen's Union whose home port was 
Brisbane handed in their legal twenty
four hours' notice, and were paid off. 
As there was no prospect of being able 
to replace the men who left, the other 
members of the Seamen's Union on 
Sydney articles were paid off and re
turned to their home port at our expense, 
and, in terms of the award. paid up to 
th<' time they reached Sydney. The 
vessel has since been compulsorily laid 
up, and is now under overhaui for re
newal of certificate. 

"On Aug-ust 23 the '"\Yodon~a' arrived' 
from the North, when similar ~action was 
taken by the crew as in the case of the 
'"\\'yandra,' and the '"\Yodonga.' there
fore, was laid up until September 8. 
when, owing to the acute pos.i tion as 
regards food supplies in the hr ~ orth. 
and as a result of representations made, 
a crew without anv conditions was 
obtained, and the ve;c•el dbpatched to 
the Gulf, via ports. She has since been 
kept in commission. 

"The ' Arawatta' \vas laid up on 
August 9 for annual overhaul and 
renewal of certificat•c. and our onl:y 
J\Iackay tender, the ' Tay,' was, when 
the strike occurred. also in Brisbane for 
repairs, and is still here. 

" In connection with the crews of the 
'Bingera,' 'Kuranda.' and ''Tinana,' 
the union took no action, and these 
vessels have consequently remained in 
commission throughout. any vacancies 
occurring being filled trip by trip without 
difficulty. 

" Last week representations were made 
to us that coal was urgently required in 
Townsville. and we ag-reed that if we 
could obtain a crew £;w the ' Mallina' 
we would put hu· on the berth to take. 
2,500 tons coal, filling up with general 
cargo. The coal was ord0red, but our 
endeavours to engage a crew proved un
;;uccessful. The men we. tried to engage 
declined to accept work unless the former 
crew were signed off the ' :!'.1 allina' s' 
articleo. This we could not consent to, 
as the men had been logged as deserters 
before the shipping master. 

"Later on the men said thev would 
sign on, provided we paid them the 
wages earned from Auguc.t 1 to 13, for
feited by desertion; but, of course. this 
was declined. The 'vages, as provided 
for in the Merchant Shipping Act, have 
been paid in to the shipping office. 

" Afterwards the men offered to engage 
provided we guaranteed the vessel would 
be employed solely in Queensland waters. 
This stipulation we could not entertain, 
as, after discharge of the coal, etc., at 
Townsville, the 'Mallina' v uld have 
loaded sugar, etc., at Townsville or other 
ports for Sydney. 

" From this it will be seen that our 
efforts to relieve the position have been 
frustrated bv the action of the men wish
ing to impose conditions which we could 
not conscientiously accept. 

" So far, therefore, as the steamers of 
our fleet in Queensland watNs arc 
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concerned, we sum up . the position . !IS 
follows:-' Bingera'-Br1sbane-Townsv1lle 
mail run; ' Tinana'-Brisbane-Mary
borough-Bundaberg-Rockhampton trade; 
and 'Kuranda '-Townsville-Cooktown 
mail run, have been performing ~he 
respective services uninterruptedly owmg 
to not having been affected by the present 
industrial trouble." 

From that quotation it will be seen that, 
as far as the companies were able, they kept 
their ships going, and that it was o!'lly when 
the crews were taken out of the mterstate 
ships. through no action of theirs, that the 
interstate trade was interrupted. It must 
be obvious to anvone that it would be use· 
less to attempt to relieve the position in the 
North by running ships one way only. Not 
onlv wonld that be unprofitable to the owners 
of the ships, but it would not meet the needs 
of the people in the J'\orth, because, apart 
fr'}m their need for food. their greatest need 
is to g-et their sugar a\vac·· Unle,,s they can 
g-et their sugar away. the mills will b,e 
block<'d L;r want of storage. and next year s 
Finanr;al Statement will ha.-c to r<'cord the 
f,,ct that. owing to this dispute. which is not 
due to the action of anvbodv in this State, 
Queensland has suffered' a heavy lo,s in h~r 
principal agricultural crop, and Austral.Ia 
,,-ill b·• short of sugar next year and w1ll 
have to make that shortage good at a greatly 
increac·ed cost by importations from foreign 
countries. \Ve find that all through there 
has been a spirit at work in these unions 
at vari a nee with the wishes of the more 
r<'sponsible and tried members of the unions. 
Mr. E. J. Kavanagh, secretary of the New 
South \Vales Labour Council. makes the 
following statement in a report to the Labour 
Council:-

" He said that during the seven years 
he had occupied the position of secretary 
he had ne.-er bei'n placed in such a 
peculiar position as he was then. He 
crmld not report as much as he would 
like nor in a way that he would like, but 
he 'could place' sufficient information 
before the delegates to show them where 
the Council stood. 

" From the outset the constitution of 
the Labour Council had been ignored. 
The Council was in no way responsible 
for the strike or its extension. At the 
commencement of the trouble the execu· 
tiv•· of the Council met delegates from 
unions affected bv the introduction of 
the card svstem. · Some of the unions, 
or sections· of some unions. had decided 
to take certain action. and he was told 
point blank that, irrespective of the 
Labour Council. they would go right on. 
To that the executive of the Labour 
Council replied that they would refuse 
to shoulder anv responsibility. (Hear, 
hear !I At the 'same time the executive 
decided that, notwithstanding the break
ing of its constitution. it could not 
stimd on technicalities when a section of 
rhe \vorkers ·was up against it." 

Takin!.i :\Ir. Kavanagh's report along with 
J\Ir. Bm·ke' s. it will be seen that, as far as 
the tried and responsible members ?f the 
union are concPrned. thev are not m the 
strike. Thev were simply coerced into it 
b•7 the ine~ponsible section behind. Why 
should we have to suffer loss-ruin. some of 
us-simplv because of the action of an irre
sponsible 'crowd behind the tried men in· the 
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unions? If that sort of thing is to be 
condoned, as members opposite wish to con
done it-in. fact, they do more, they approve 
of it-it will be good-bye to all enterprise 
and all productiveness as far as Australia 
is concerned. As further accentuating the 
enormity of what has happened, I shall now 
quote from the " Sydney Morning Herald " 
of the 25th September, 1917, a judgment by 
Mr. Justice He: don. ::\lr. Justice Heydon 
says-

" I must confess nw inabilitv to finJ 
any language which 'can fitting!;. stig
matise ~uch atrocious conduct. De~ertion 
in the face of the enemy is no worse. 

"In this cn<c a strike bv the Coal 
Lumpers' l.Tnion justifying the cancella
tion of its registration '\vas so .abun
danth- provecl th'lt in Ol'dinarv circnm
stanc; s I shonld do no more than direct 
the cancellation. The circumstance·, 
however, ftre so amazing that I think 
they should be put on record. 

"On the 23rd June last vear the :i1inis
ter of State for the Nan: made a vcrv 
special a.nd peculiar agreement .. with th8 
Sydney CJa! Lumpers' rnion. His 
der:ire p·ddcntly '\VC:-:. to secure g-uarantees 
.against any delay in the vitally impor
tant "·ar 'vork of coaling transport.s and 
NaYa1 rargo ~hipg. The mcrnbers of the 
Coal Lumpers' rnion seemed to haW' 
l cen f01·merl with their own consent into 
.a quasi rni1jtary body ~pok0n of as a 
battalion; and their officia18-, or so111C' 
of them. receiYed honorarv rank in the 
RaY d .Au·tralian Kava! Rescne. The 
hol)e of the Mini5ter seems to haw been 
that. in assuming a definitely military 
character for the purpose of ?\a, :1l wcrk, 
the men would perhaps realise that they 
were working for their country and help
ing in the war; and it is wry hard to 
see how thev can have failed to realise 
that. :VIorcovcr, they received. as part 
of the consideration for the ag-reement. a 
definitE' lWOtection against any call for 
enlistment. Tho.t is to .,av. thei1· work 
at coaling the Xavy was given a. value 
and character which made it as definite 
war work as that of the men in the 
trenches; and in consideration of the 
promises which the' ma-de in the agree
ment tc do this work, they were reco<;'
niEed as soldiers fighting in Australia 
and hononrabh- relieved of all pressure 
to enlist for adual fighting. For this, 
and the other adya.ntages extended to 
them by the agreement, they promised 
that they would at all times gi-.e the 
Navy Department the first call on their 
labour for coaling- His :Majesty's Aus
tralian transport" and Xaval cargo 
ships; that they "·ould report at once 
any in1proper cessation of work. canf3ing 
delay in transport coaling, to the officer 
commanding the battalion, and that the 
executive of the union would also punish 
the men guilty of such improper cessa
tion. 

" ' \'\ill it he believed,' asked His 
Honour, 'that in the face of such solemn 
engagementB. such high patriotic duties, 
such cleady recognised responsibilities 
as these, thev rdused to coal transports? 
On Sahmday'. 11th August, it was known 
that two tran<ports would l:>e ready on 
Monday, the 13th, with two oolliers along-

sicl0. for cc ~ling-. On the 11th the men 
refu~r,fl to tc:d;;:0 .._orders to do that coaling 
on ! ~onchy, hcf'aus0 th'"Y ,,Ye re going to 
}~,·Jlc1 a 1necting on :~ronday. They refused 
then to do the v,·ork on TuesdaY. because 
they had postpo1~ed their n1'ceting to 
Tnt>:-l[ly. nnd t1•c IYhole week went by 
\Yith-mt the work r'eing touched, and the 
1110n nc\~er h::tY0 tonchcil. it. Captain 
Glos·op nJtl Captain \Vale? tried to 
an 11 :_~e to 1111_eT and address the men, 
but "l'P" rent!:; t ;,e men would not hear 
them: they refr. .. c•d to give them the 
opportunity, and they never did the 
\mc·k. .-'l.ccordi·1g- to the affidavits the 
refusal was qui cc specific; they refused 
to do any cr-alin.,- either on transports 
or oi1 other -.,~e,A.:;cls. Loval workers wer& 
then ach·ert;sed fnr. and responded and 
the work was at last done. 

"\\'hat is to be said of such appalling 
facts flS these? Are the coal Jumpers of 
Sydney really n1oral lunatics or arc they 
children of fi,·e vears old? :'\io; children 
five years old 'might be as wilful, as 
fri ,·nlous. as irresponsible; I doubt if 

• even thev ' ·oukl be so insensible to their 
word. If coal Jumpers with hose in their 
h>' nd \Ye re extin,-ni 'hing a fire in a ship, 
and the men at .the pumps on shore sud
denly refmPd to pump, 'to hold a meet
ing.' and the firefighters between decks 
periched in the fbmcs. what would men 
o~ this union sav to the vile traitors .at 
the ]lUl11]1'" Th-ey would speak strong-1:<
I ~an well mcder~tand, hut they could 
not say a single word which would not 
appl~; with all its forcE'. to themselw···. 
Thev are, in this war. the precise 
equi \'alents of the pumpers at a fire. 
Thev are not at the front. l1ut thev a m 
to s'end along to the front the men and 
munitions and supplies necessary for the 
as~istance and ,af1)tv o£ tho rncn at the 
front, and they deliberately refused to 
do so. a l•hnugh thev had not ev<·n the 
poor defence that the coal might help 
the railwan or the factories or even the 
hospitals. ·It is quite plain that it could 
heln no one in th<> world but the Aus
tralians who are fighting Germans and 
that heln theee men refused. I must 
confess my own inability to find any 
lang-uag-e which can fittingly stigmatise 
such atrocious conduct. Desertion in thil 
face of the enemy is no worse. 

"And these men who have c·arried 
their mania so far as to dare to declare 
the Anstro liam in the trenches black I for 
that is what their refusal to work for 
tbmn l11Pan") haYe the incrc·ilibl0 in
solence to call the lovalists who have 
taken their places scabs. If thev orp 

themselves a fair sample of unionists 
(whic11 God forbid) and if the men who 
i ook nn I heir work are a fair samnle 
of scabs, then is 'unionist' a term of the 
foulest ·disg-race, and 'scab' shines out 
as a title of loftv hononr. Betwef'n such 
unionists and Sllch scabs let n1n hE' the 
scab a million times over. The g-reat 
union of Australia (may heaven protect 
her hom dnmestic fool~ and imnor+ed 
traitors) is tha< to which these so-called 
'scabs' have proclaimed their )o, , ltv 
and not one of us can do better than 
range up beside them. There stands the 
true unionist, and such ca.llous hrechPrv. 
such scabbing on the men at the front, 
as has been shown in this case. is as 
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much lower than ordinary scabbing ae 
Australia stancls hirrher than an ordinary 
trades union." 

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! Order ! The 
hon. member has devoted the best part of his 
speech to reading newspaper extracts. I 
cannot permit him to read new"paper ex
tracts all the evening. He is quite out of 
order. 

Illr. SW A Yl\"E: ::V1r. Bertram, I was say
ing just now--

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! I wish to 
point out that May, page 290, 12th edition, 
lays down that-

" a member may not read any portion 
of a speech, made in the same session, 
from a prmted book or newspaper." 

The hon. member has been reading from a 
newspaper for the last ten minutes and I 
ca.nnot allow him to continue to do so. 

nh. SW A YNE:. It is not a speech I am 
rudmg ;_ 1t 1s a Judgment by a juclge, de
ln·ered m open court ; and it is bearing 
upon the d1sastrous position that is now 
obtaining in Queensland, which has b€en 
deemed of sufficient importance in this Par
liament to adjourn the House twice alreadv 
this sf><,·;ion. I am on!\ endea\ourino- to clo 
my utmost in order • that the pe~ple of 
9uec1:sland ehall really know who is to blame 
1n th1s matter. 

The SECRETARY FOR R IIL WAYS : \Yhv do 
Jlot you blame Billy Hughu, then? 

Mr. S \V.\ YKE : No ; I think the blame 
lie' on thost; people who are working under 
awards eqmvalent to agreements and who 
have broken those agreements. If :·ou go 
nght _back to the beginning-in fact I think 
we m1gh_t go ~ver it again-! say the blame 
really hes w1th those who have allowed 
themseh es to be suborned bv the enemv. 

1fr. HARTLEY: By what e~emy? . 

:\lr. S\VAYNE: Look, :Mr. Bertram. I will 
te;] you "hat happened in Svdnev the other 
day when I was down the~e. ·A hospital 
ship had to be manned, and these people 
b whom I am r0ferring now, promised that 
the work would be done bv a certain dac·
~hat they would man that· ship; and when 
1t came along thev refused to man it and 
they had to put volunteer labour on to send 
that ship away. After promicing to do so. 
they refuse<;! to man a hospital ship. (Go
vernment d1ssent.) 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Very likely 
it was prevented bv the same means that 
pre,-ented the men r"rom loading the "Hope
well." 

:\fr. SW A YNE: Hon. members opposite 
may ta.lk a~ they like, but it can be proved; 
and I am simply trying to brina- it up here· 
and if I am not prevented fro~n giving m~ 
proof, I am quite able to prove everv charge 
I have made. • 

Mr. BARNES: You are confirmed by every 
judge in New South Wales. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: He will be 
backed up by every biassed judge in Aus
tralia. 

Mr. SWAYNE: The judge sat in open 
court in dealing with the matter. and his 
utt!"rance should be known as far as possible. 
It !S not a mere newspaper report; it is not 
what a reporter says or what an editor says, 
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it is what a judge says; and you will find 
the same in the law journalo. His Honour 
further stated-

" In face of a case like this, is it not 
time for the mar v thousands of honest 
Australian unionists to pause and con
sider v.-here they are going? If it is 
indeed an essential principle of unionism 
that you must scab for your union, that 
you must be false to your country for 
your union, that you must tra.mple under 
foot honour and good faith for your 
union, then has unionism become an 
ugly idol, which, instead of being pro
tected, deserves only to be torn down 
and destroyed. As a s~·stem of defence 
of the interests of the workers, unionism 
deser,-es all honour and assistance ; as 
a syotem of faithless di·loyalty, it must 
i'nevitablv-as soon as its character is 
realh- recognised-be swept away by the 
indignation of the community." 

I think that puts the case clearly. \Ye all 
know that. in the first place, these unions 
\YEre formed for the protection of the weak 
agai~~t the strong. c:n~d we kno\v that their 
have been tinK' ,,-hen thev haYe done noble 
and splendid work, but· like manv other 
thinrrs they can be carried too far,· and at 
tht-- present tin1e they a.re not. only a n1enace to 
ov.:_· nLc_t~?ria] ad·ntncrment. but also a danger 
to our liberh-. \Ve know that not very long 
aC"o in Queensland, a branch union 'up at 
tlcn back of Towmvill<> imposed a fine of 
2>. on its members if they read a newspaper. 
IV<> know that they coerced their members 
in regard to g11ch questions as conscription
a qu.,ti.on which should be left to every 
man's con,cience, to decide by his own judg
nwnt ,;hat he should do and whether he 
should sav "Yes" or whether he should sav 
":\ o... \\~ e know that these bodies ha vc taken 
h thunseh·es the right to coerce their mem
bers and to refu;<e to them the ownership 
of their own. mind. Now. aga.in, I am not 
reading from a newspaner here, but I am 
r0ading a quotation which I ha"Ve copied out 
from some remarks by )Ir. Justice Higgins. 
I have been reading J\fr. Justice Heydon, 
and J\lr. Justice Higg-ins uses Yery much the 
same words in dealing with this matter. 
Perhaps hon. members opposite will listen 
to what :\1r. Justice Higgins has to say 
about the matter. }fr. Justi'ce Higgins 
sa vs-

. "Tf the federation will not help the 
country at this crisis the country c-annot 
be expected to extend to them the help 
of the award. Such men are >veakening 
the force-s of i;he country in its supreme 
or·de,,], are disclaiming their privileges 
and their duties as members of the com
munity in its supreme ordeal, and are 
making of themselves, as it were, out
luws.'' 

J ndge Rollin says the same. 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Who was he 

referring to? 

Mr. SWAYNE: He was referring to the 
waterside workers, and what he says should 
ha\·e the s,·mpathy of hon. members oppo
site. I think it has been very clearly proved 
that those who caused this trouble have been 
in the wrong. They have erected a structure 
v hich is a danger to the whole of. our future. 
and which Mtempts to coe,·ce us m the exer
cise of our liberties. In this ver" Chamber 
we have had a vice-president of the Aus
tralian Workers' Union getting up and 
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·threatening us. both this session and last 
·session. He said that if the majority of Aus
tralia did certain things certain consequences 
wouM happen. 

Mr. H. L. HARTLEY: No, he did not. 

Mr. S\VAY::\E : Yes. he did; that the 
whole community would be hung up and that 
industrv would stop. I suppose that hon. 
member calls himself a democrat. and :vet if 
the thing> were done that he threatens us 
about. they '"ould be done by a majority, 
and then it would be the case of a minority 
punishing the majority for doing what they 
thought wa<:- right, vd10ther it was in regard 
to crJn5rl·iption or the elcrtion of a 
Xationali:-t G-oYcrnJnPnt. He threatens 
that if the majority did certain thingo the 
con:nmnity • md·d sLiffer. It is coming to a 
prctt~- srate of things 'vhen a n1inority 
threatens the majority. 

.'\Ir. STOPFORD : After the majority of the 
people of Australia had declared against con
scription. 

~lr. S VI A Y::\E: You threatened before. 
I'hc,:e thin,::rs could onh- be done bv the 
majority. a'i.ld thtn the 'majorit:· would be 
puni~hed for doin£: .::lt a n1on1cnt of great 
r:ation.a.l eri;;;is \Yh:lt thL'Y thought was right. 

Tllr. ::iiACARTXEY: \Yho was the vice-presi
dent you are referring to? 

:\Jr. S\Y A Y.:\E: I am referring to the hon. 
member for Mount ::ilorg' n. He spoke more 
as vice-president of the Australian \Vorkers' 
D nion than I' c did as member for :Mount 
::VIorgan on thd cccasion. \Vhat has the 
Chiei Secretary of Queensland done at this 
junrturc, when \\O .are fighting against. a 
terrible foe for our verv existence? IV e find 
that in order to keep the strike going, when 
there is n 1i~k of it collapsing, to save the 
fa~e of hi~ fricn(~S he steps in and encourages 
them. I fin,:i this statement in the Svdnev 
''Daily TelegraiJh ,._ • • 

" The prc cident of the Transport 
\Yorkers' Fede1-e-cion (Tilr. \Vheeler) said 
that he was expectin;- a telegrum from 
::'dr. Ryan, statmg that he was sending 
at any JJ10lll>nt interstate YCS'~els no\V in 
Queensland waters. This should be due 
to take place either at the end of this 
;,veek or early next." 

Just as the strike is on the point of collaps
ing. and there is every ind!C'ltion that the 
trouble is over, the Premier of Queensland, 
instead of standing by the Premier of Kew 
South \Vales, who is lighting on behalf of the 
whole community against one section, does 
'his utmost to continue the strike. \Ve know 
that many of these men are socialists, and 
we know that it would be carrying out their 
objective if these ships were confiscated. and' 
if they thought by continuing the strike a 
few days longer they coul·d confiscate the 
ships, there "as every inducement for them 
to do so. So the Chief Sc'Cretary encourages 
them to carry on I have here a copy of 
the New South \Yale-; "Hansard." which 
contains a debRte upon the card sy.stem. It 
may be interesting to hear some of the 
utterances lJpon the mbject. One of the 
members of the Opposition there, the same 
party as hon. members opposite, Mr. 
Gardiner. the hon. memb~r for New
castle-

:Mr. STOPFORD : He did not run as a 
Labour candidate last time. 

A GoVERNMENT MEMBER : He is not a 
Labour man ; he is a renegade. 

Mr. S\VAY="JE: In view of what Mr. 
Gardincr discloses, it will be agreed that it 
is ample tink' they had the card system. 
::Ur. Gardiner says-

" Take anv of the workshops under the 
Government: A svstem has been grow
ing up that is no credit to the people 
who have manag<cd these workshops. 
Take Ranclwick. It has been s~id time 
after time recentlv that men there play 
cards, go to the r'aces, and neglect their 
duties. I do not believe it, but if true 
is it not known bv the men over them? 
Of cour'e it is. .-i:nd it is known by the 
men over the foremen. The managers 
know what is going on, and that men are 
not doing their duty. But .t~ey hav_e 
been afraid to face the positiOn as 1t 
ought to be faced by getting rid of these 
men. from the top to the bottom of the 
service.'' 

Then-after this tacit .admission that they 
did go to the races, etc.-when the managers, 
whom he blame'• for not seeing that these 
things wcr'' re< tified, bring in a system for 
every man to put dmvn his time on the c.trd, 
we have the whole of Australia im·olved in 
this upheaval. I v. onld like to read an ex
tra~! from a speech by ~lr. Becby, who put 
his finger on the trouble. I am quoting from 
the J\;e"· South \Ya!es "Hansard." No. 13, 
on page 497. 

Tllr. STOPFORD : Is that the renegade Bee by? 
Mr S\VA YNE : He is a man ,,-ho is 

respected throughout Australia. and one of 
those whom the extremists have driven from 
them. :\fr. Beeby says-

" I will answer the hon. member's 
question. I know this. that a section of 
the Amalgamated Society of En,.ineers 
some time a((o distinctly and definitely 
announced their intention of adopting 
the new policy of ' direct action ' as 
against arbitration: and I know this, 
that a summons order was issned by the 
authoritative body controlling th<' 
engineers calling them to hear a lecture 
under the auspices of the I. IV. IY. on 
'direct action.' That was done, and I 
sav that most unfortunatelv a section of 
that .Inion has caught the.se new ideas. 
and that that is one of the things which 
are resp,msible for this strike. The 
bulk of the engineers, I believe, are 
still sane men, and they are undoubtedly 
the finest body of workmen in the world.'' 

That proves my contention all through that 
this has been engineered by an extreme 
section· to coerce the rest and punish them 
f01· last election, and the people of Aus
tralia have to suffer. because hon. mem
bers opposite have said that our hands will 
be tied if we resist it. I notice there was 
not a single interjecticn in the New South 
Wales Parliament when Mr. Beeby said this. 
Then, as showing that there have been no 
grounds for the strike, he says-

"A board exists for the investigation 
of every possihl~ industrial m>;tter of 
which human bemgs can concen·e. If 
the members of the Amalgamated Society 
of Engineers show a court that the card 
svstem is used against them unfairly, 
the court ha:; power to say that that 
system shall not be used. If it affects 
their industrial conditions in any way, 
the court has power to say it shall not 
be used. But, before it has ever been 
used-before it has ever been tested to 

Mr. 8wayn&.] 
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se,, whether it is going to prejudicially 
affect any man in the community, thi~ 
g<'Iwral sh:ike is brought about." 

Let me say that l\Ir. Beeby is well "·orth 
quoting. \Ve know that the majority of the 

JWople of ~ew South \V ale" 
[7.30 p.m.J believe in him. Again, we find 

that the l\Iinister for Railwavs 
in ::'i"e,- South Wales (::\lr. Ball) gave parti
culars of this card svstcm that has been so 
much discu .,ed by people inside the House 
and out~ide. On page 514 of ::'\ew South 
Wales "Hansarcl," Xo. 13, we find that 
Mr. Ball said-

" I am dealing only with the two 
'toms. I have in my hand cards made 

out at \Valsh Island be' the men them
selves and countersigned by the foreman. 
That has been in existence for a number 
of years, flnd the Amalgamated Society 
of Eng-in(•ers, which now takes the 
strongest exception to this card system 
at Eveleigh or Randwick, have been 
working for many years under this sys
tem .>t \Valsh Island. They haYe been 
working under the same system at the 
Colonial Sugar Refinery works The 
union accepts it there. It is at present 
in work-the self-same- card system-at 
th-8 (;overnm'E'nt garage. Thes·e m.en 
have bePn working Rt ,;ther Government 
iEstitutions and in private institutions 
under the same c:ud system, and no 
objection has been raised to it. If it 
'' as SU( h a serious offence against 
umom<m, and the principles of 
umomsm, why was it not objected to 
before? It "~as onlv \V hen it was intro
duced at the trJm sheth and at EYeleigh 
that it becanw such a serious offence. 
The card sntem which is in force at 
Walsh I,Jan'c! pro\·icles that a man puts 
down the number of his iob, the item, the 
description of the work; the time begun 
on the job, the time ended on it, and 
the total time occupied. That is the self
same information asked for bv the Com'
missioners throuzh their card svstem, 
namely, the time the job is pegui1 and 
onded. and the only difference is that in 
the one case the ca'i·cl is made out bv the 
workman and countersigned by the 'fore
man. and in the other it is made out by 
the for<"man and countersigned by the 
workman if he so desires." 

Then he goes on to refer to the stonemasons 
at Maroubra who worked under exactlv the 
same system. He was accused of speeding 
up and then he replied-

" ::'i" o ; it is not a question of speeding
up. But I haye no hesitation in saying 
that perhaps It may be a question of 
doing away with the shirker, or the 
man not doing a fair day's work. It 
may be that, and I am' sure that the 
hon. member would not defend the con
duct of such a man. I am sure that 
hon. members opposite will say that 
no man in the Government service has 
a right to be there unless he giyes a fair 
day's work for a fair day's pay. That i;; 
all the GovNnment is asking for, and 
that is all that the card s:cstem is for. 
In connection with the management of 
the railways, a number of grievances 
have been mentioned apart from the 
question of the card system. It mav be 
that there is something in those griev
ances, and that they are deserving of 

LMr. Swayne. 

some inquirv. If it can be shown that 
there are s1i:ch grievances when the men 
get back to work, I promise that as far, 
as the Gm·ernment is concerned they 
shall have every opportunity to put 
everv legitimate grievance in a proper 
way 

0 

before the Railway Commissioners 
or befor<> the tribunal which has been 
promised. \Ye are desirous that our 
great railway service shall be worked in 
a businesslike and economical way and 
in the interests of those employed in it. 
I ha ye no hesitation in saying that as 
far as the great works at Eveleigh are 
concerned there is no reason wh~' those 
works sh~uld not be carried on in such 
a wav that \Ye should be able to build all 
the locomctiv, requited for our railways 
at those works. All we want is har
mony; if we can bring about friendly 
relations and harmonv between the men 
working there and the management of 
the railways, there is no telling what the 
future may be with regard to those gre3;t 
railway workshops, but I haYe no hesi
tation in mvinn- that unle's some altera
tion of system is brought about it will l_>e 
impossible for us ever to be able to gam 
the position I have just indicated." 

I mig·ht mention. as illustrating what the card 
svstem is for, that a cablegram from London 
appeared in a Brisbane daily on the 15th 
Augu't stating that, notwithstanding the rise 
in wages. a saying of £43.0~0.000 would be 
affected in the cost of ammunition in 191 T 
bv the dcYelopmcnt of a system of ascer
taining the exact cost of production. That 
is what the Xew South \ValPs GoYernment 
are endeavouring to do at the present time. 
Th0y arr- eDdcayouring to bring about a sav
inff bv the introduction of son1e s-vsten1. and 
th~v \va nt to find out the cost of the work 
dr-nP. Simplv b<·cause the ::'\ew South \Vale& 
Parliament endeaYoured to bring such a 
,_,·stem into force in the interests of the tax
payer. we have had all this strike through
out Australia. I think that :\Ir. Beeby. when 
he spoke about the I.W.W., put his finger 
on the real trouble. 

The bell indicated that the hon. member's 
time had expired. 

::\lr. 8\YAY::'\E: Is my time up? 
The CHAIR::\IA::'\ : Yes, the hon. mem

ber has exhausted his time. 

::\Ir. SWAY::'\E: I have got something 
more to say. 

:Hr. STEVENS (Roseu·oorl) : I beg to move 
-That the hon. member for l\Iirani be
granted an extension of time. 

The CHAIRl\1A:i'\: Is it the pleasure of 
the Committee that the hon. member for 
::\!irani be permitted to ha ye Hn extension of 
time? 

0PPOS!TI0"' 1\iE:UBERS : Hear, hear ! 
GOVER);:liENT ::\lE1IBERS : :i'\ o. 
::\Ir. ::\Il'RPHY: No. 
The CHAIRMAN: The " ::'\oes" have it. 
}fr. ::\IORGA:;;: He is the onlv man that has 

been refused an extension, and it is because 
he is on the Opposition side. 

Mr. CARTER (Port Ourtis): The speech 
of the hon. member who has just resumed 
his seat reminds me of a patchwork quilt of 
a very bad quality, as it appears to be con
structed of nondescript patches of newspapers 
by which he hoped to build a case against 
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this Government, and they were pieced 
together with sewing worse than the patch
ing. One only has to go to the Southern 
States and knock about among the different 
classes of people down there to realise that 
the present Queensland Government is re
garded with more respect and admiration 
than any other Government in the Common
wealth. Last summer I spent a considerable 
time in the various States, and I had an 
opportunity of knocking about amongst the 
people and g~thering general information. 
I did not knock about amongst workers alto
gether, but amongst those who are not 
workers. and I gathered information which 
satisfied me that if a consensus of opinion 
of the people of .\ustralia v, as taken to
morrow. this Government would come out 
with .• considerable vote ahead of any other 
Gov<'rnm('nt. If one wi -hcs to confirm that 
opinion they ha vc only to take the Financial 
St:·,tcmcnt•· of the other States, and also of 
the Commonwealth. We find in the Finan
cial Stat<~ment the historv of the various 
admini:-trative actions of .. our Government. 
There is not a Government in Australia to
day th11t is not showing· a deficit on the 
.vcar\; trttn!'.actions. P<'rf~onally, as one \vho 
has had a busine'' training, and who for a 
number Df yean was engaged in bm.iness. I 
<lo not regard a deficit ·during a bad period 
as a serious thing·. During an advorPe period 
no one is Rurpriscd if his business does not 
pay. or oven if it goes back a little, if he 
knows the conditions. The farmer would not 
get rid of his farm during the drought, and 
a bn,iness man would not get rid of bis busi
nw3 clnring a bad time, because he knows 
that when the good time comes he will be 
recouped. 

l\1r. BEBBIXGTOX: But you have had good 
periods b0causo you have ah-'1ys had the 
Il10Df':V. 

::\Ir. C.\.RTER: A Government that has a 
diminished income does not necessarily have 
to reduce expenditure if they want to keep 
the country prosperous. D~spite the fact that 
the whole \YorJ.d i" convulsed bv the worst 
war that has eyer been known" in history, 
and despite the fact th -,t the State has corn<' 
through t!lC' most di>-1·-trous drought, we find 
that the P' ople of Queensland on the whole 
are more prosperous than they have been at 
any period previous to this time. The whole 
of the primary producers of Queensland are 
in a more prosperous condition to-dav than 
tlwy WPre in prior to the War. yy' e find 
farmers' products fetching a higher price, 
and we find farmers actively E>ngaged in 
0ndeavouring to promote primary industries. 
Land is fetching a high price. Only a short 
time ago in the \Voongarra Scrub-since this 
party came into power-land suitable for 
canegrowing has changed hands at the very 
high price of £90 an acre. Out on the 
Blackall Range, around Cooroy, virgin scrub 
land, on which not a single stick has been 
cut, has been fetching the high price of £17 
to £20 an acre-land only fit for dairying 
purpos<"; land of such a rugg-ed nature that 
when cleared it woul·d be impossible to use 
it for farming-, and verv little of it could be 
used for fruitgrowing. " During this discus
sion a number of hon. members on the other 
side of the Chamber have persistently sto.ted 
that the farmer is going to the dogs. That 
is not so. Not only have conditions gener
ally, as hr as primary production is con
cerned. been better. but we find that in the 
cities the people are more prosperous despite 
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the war. Despite the number of people who 
have gone away from both the country and 
the cities, we find that rents have not gone 
·down; that houses have maintained the 
normal rents that were paid in pre-war days. 
The wage> of the workers have not advanced 
correspondingly with the higher charges. 
Some time since wages did advance slightly, 
but immediately after the war the prices that 
were put upon the everyday requirements 
oi the people were greater in proportion than 
the adv,mco in wages. \Vhile the cost of liv
ing has advanced all over Australia by at 
least 30 per cont. to 40 per cBnt. as compared 
to pre-war times, wages have not 'increased 
by 30 per <'~nt. to 40 per cent. ; so that the 
" J.·k ·rs are the only people in Australia who 
are not so prosperous because of the war. 
Hon. members on the other side of the Cham
b<n· tPil m that the only people who have 
uffercd are the big primary producers or 

the small primary producers. Of course, we 
know these people are making a pre-electiou 
app0,d to a section of the people whom they 
haye gulled in the past and whom they hope 
to gull a:cain. 'l'hPy hope, by a misrepre
cc·ntacion of the actual facts, to tickle the 
ear• of p:-oplc who have not an opportunity 
of reading as widely as they shoul·d have, 
and -,dlo may be persuade-d to vote for them 
at tho roming elections. \Vc have heard a 
gr0at deal frum hon. members on the other 
,icle of the Chamber about the proposal of 
the Trcctsurcr to increase taxation by put
ting a super jncome tax upon income;.; of 
ovrer £2,500. No sane person can say that a 
'uper income tax with an exemption of 
£2,500 is going to fall heavily upon the 
worker or upon the small primary producer. 
~ would very much like to have to pay a super 
mcome tax on £2,500 or over, and I am sure 
c;verv ot-her hon. membm· of this Chamber 
wouid like it, too, and yet we find a loud 
outcry on thc part of hon. members opposite 
againRt -,, ·~uper income tax on incomes of 
over £2.500. What must we think when we 
hear such an outcry? \Ve can only come to 
mw conclusion. When we find hon. members 
of this Chamber looking upon thig proposal 
a. an unjust and unfair tax at this particular 
time, we f"an only come to the conclusion 
that those hon. members are the champions 
of that class of people; that those hon. 
members arc here representing that class of 
people, and that they are making these 
speeches in the hope of getting the support 
of that class of people, and of getting what 
financial acsistance that class of people are 
prep:trecl to give to their henchmen when 
the time comes. That is the only conclusion 
one can come to when one hears hon. mem
bers on the other side of the Chamber con
demning the super income tax as an unfair 
tax. W c were treated to a tirade by the hon. 
member for Burnett this afternoon. He 
bitterly attacked the Government for not 
imposing excessive fares and freights upon 
th" railways. 

Mr. Con.SER: You know that is not true. 

Mr. CARTER: The hon. member inferred 
that. He said they should be run on business 
lines. He inferred that the wages of the 
railv, ay men should be reduced. 

Mr. CoRSER: You know I did not say that. 

Mr. CARTER: They must be reduced or 
excessive freights and fares must be put on. 
When I asked him to define his position, to 
come right out into the daylight and say 
what he meant; to say whether he was 

Mr. Carter.l 
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going to reduce these men's wages or whether 
he was going to put on excessive fares and 
freights, he said, " The hon. member cannot 
draw me." The hon. member was frightened 
to say what he meant. 

Mr. CoRSEB.: You are frightened to say 
what you mean. 

Mr. CARTER: I have no hesitation in 
saying that I am opposed to excessive fares 
and freights on primary produce in this 
State, and I have no hesitation in saying 
that I am in favour of increasing the wages 
until the men working on the railways or 
•\lsewhere get what I consider is a fair living 
wage. 

Mr. COESER: Good old election cry. 

~lr. CARTER: It is all very well for the 
hon. member, who knows he has got a kink 
in the neck, to say: "Good old election cry!" 
Ho is afraid to say that he would put on 
increasod fares and freights on the primary 
producers, because he knows they would be 
againct him, and he is afraid to come out 
in the daylight and sav he is in fayour of 
retrenchment on the railways, because he 
knows he would lose the votes of the raih·. :w 
employees. · 

'.ir. CORSC:R: You admit I did not say so. 

Mr. CAR'l'ER: The hon. member inferred 
it. anrl nrvone who was. not as denr;e as a 
block of ,\·ood would understand that was 
what the hon. member meant. It is no good 
for the hon. member to come here with that. 
silly nonsense and think the people are going 
to be gulled with that particular stuff. 

Mr. COitSER: I am in favour of reducing 
fare. and freights. 

}fr. CARTER: The hon. member read 
from the report of the Commissionu· for 
Railways, and he eaid the Commissioner for 
Railways said the railways must be run on 
commercial linos; that they mqst be run 
morr cheaply, and he instanced the fact that 
there ".iS a deficit on tb• r,~ilways, and said 
th .l that deficit must be made up somehow. 
\Vhat ·does he mean! IIe means either that 
there must bo lc•·s money paid to those men 
1:vho t •. an the railway revenue or more money 
must be paid for the cost of carrying the 
people's requirernents on our railways. 
Thet·e is no getting away from that fact. 
It is ·as clear as davlir·ht. That is the 
busim ·S way of looking at it. 

:\fr. SwAYNE interjected. 
Mr. CARTER: The hon. member inter

jecting talks about business. How did the 
hon. member conduct the business when he 
was running the Carters' Union? By going 
back on the people who employed him. I 
have no time for that kind of business man. 
Why should hon. members opposite oppose 
a super income tax on incomes of over 
£2.500? Why are they not fair, and say that 
we ha .-c to make up the deficiency; if too 
much is not paid away by the Government, 
if the expenditure of the Government has to 
be met-it has to be met som' how-and if 
these hon. members are not prepared to in
crease the railway freights and fares, if they 
aro not prepared to get it by a poll tax-and 
they have advocated all. these methods-if a 
majority of hon. members on the other side 
a.re not prepared to get the necessary money 
by these means, why do they oppose a super 
income tax with an exemption of £2,500? 
This Government are a Government who are 
going to put the burden on those backs broad 
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enough to bear it. I am one of those who 
believe that for any sane Government, any 
Government built on sound economic lines, 
proposing to clo their duty, that is the only 
line to go upon. 

Another tax the Government propose to 
put on is a tax preferable to any other-a 
super tax upon land values. This Government 
propose to impose a flat rate of 2d. in the £1 
on all unimproved land values over £2,500. 
Now, I am prepared to say that any man who 
has land of the unimproved value of £2,500 
is not a poor man, and if during this time of 
otress and storm a burden has to be borne, 
whom would you put it on-the backs of the 
weakest or the backs of the strongest? If a 
tax is put on land with an unimproved value 
of oYer £2,500. I assume that you are putting 
a tax on a man worth £6.000 or £7,000. 
Unlc•s a man is absolutely a land speculator, 
ho cannot haw land worth £2,500 without in 
all probability having improve.:1ents of an 
equivalent value. It would b!.' a poor far1•1, 
it would Lw a poor property in tho city, it 
would be· a poor property anywhere that had 
n:;t more. irnprovcnu~nts on it than it~ value. 
Th<'!'dore. I contend that any man posses:1ing 
land worth £2,500 in unimproYed yalue is a 
man \H'allhy Pnoug·h to pay a flat rate of 2d. 
in th0 £1 on all money oYer that. \Vo do 
not propoRe to t]x a man at that flat rate ou 
£2,500, but oYer that amount. 

We h•·ar " great deal L:bout this land tax 
from· hon. members on the other side of 
the Cham~1or, amon~·ct them the hon. member 
for Dravton. The hon. member for Drayton 
told us that th0 tax on £LOOO would amount. 
to som0thing like £65 per annum. If there 
i; anything more ridiculous than that, I do 
not know what it is. Of course, it is on a 
par with otlwr statements the hon. member 
makPs in this Chamber. He is a man of 
Yaried experience. He set out at first one 
occupation and then another, but he pro
fe···'OS to be expert in a 11 of them. If his 
knowledge of the yarious occupations he has 
followed-amongst th!.'m dairying-is no 
grt:tater than his kna\rledge of figu!"GS or pay
ments undet the land tax, then I sa;· he h.os 
very little\ c·xperienco of anything he pro
fessn to know anything about. 

The SECRE'rARY FOR AGRICCLTURE : He IS 

jack of all trades and n a•ter of none. 
Mr. Sw.nNE: He is a succ,•ss, and that is 

n1orc than you 'vere. 

J\lr. CARTER: The hon. member cannot 
e:w I am not a success. I never had to go 
back on mv mates to do rmvthing. The hon. 
mcmbc•r for Dravton, speaking of the land 
tax, quoted certa"in figure,. and I em g'!ing 
to quotf' his mvn figures becau e h•• might 
disnute them. He •aid-

. " The producer cannot pass it on. A 
man who might have, stly, £4,000 will 
probabh bu' 1,000 acres of land at• £1 
an acre". and spend the other £3,000 in 
improvements. If there is a citizen that 
WP want in Queensland it is the hard· 
working farmer with a capital of about 
£4.000, because that man will work long 
hour' himself and bring .all his brain and 
enBcgy to l1ear upon the produrti0n of 
foodstuffs so as to mako as much out of 
that farrn as hrJ could. n 

Mr. SWAYNE: I rise to a point of order. 
Is th0 hon. member in order in quoting a 
speech on another question already made thi& 
session? 
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The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member is 
quite in order in quoting from a debate on 
this question. I undex,tand he is quoting 
from tt speech delivered by the hon. member 
-on this question an evening or two ago. 

Mr. CARTER : Yes. The hon. member 
for Drayton also said-

" Such a man would invest something 
lilw that, and he would probably Lorrow 
£3.000 from "' lcank; making a total of 
£7,000 invested in that farm; and alto
geihH his income would not exceed 
£1.000, or ;Jorhaps £1,200. Out of that 
-·,ould hnvc to come half the income for 
w 'ges : and then there i '· the shire council 
t:n:, and all those kind of things." 

'What he mcms by "kind of things," I do 
not know. He g-oe" on-

" I am prc,parcd to say that when he 
has paid eyerythin:r, he would rarely 
have wages left for himself. Is it fair to 
inflict a tax of £0~ 13s. 4d. upon that 
man L0cause he is enc;·agcd in produc
ticn ':" 

It is ab .a lute misr<:'pre•Pntation for the hon. 
member to get up in this Chamber and 
endeavour to midcad farmers who have land 
worth, say. an unimproved value of £1,000, 
by · ~Ying that thP hx would be £66 13s. 4d. 
The actual b.x, worked out, com<'S to £3 
13.-.-only a difference of £63 in £1.000. 

Mr. ::V1oom;: Oh, that is wrong. 

~.h. CARTER: Tlw hon. member says it 
is wrmcg-. It is ab"olutely correct. If the 
ho'J. '"ember has paid hnd tax he will know 
l•erf<'ctly well, if he has worked the figures 
out, that it is quite true. 

J\:Ir. MOORE: The, must have been robbing 
me if your ,-tatcment. is true. 

:J'.Ir. CARTER: And not onl:v would the 
farmer [,1y only £3 13s., but under the Land 
Tax Ad. if he hrcd paid income tax equiva
lent to that £3 13s., he would not pay the 
lard tax at all. The pres<:mt Government, 
when it brought in its land tax-although i't 
cnly gave an n:emption of £300 to men 
situated like myself, who own land which 
is Eot farming land-gave an exemption in 
rhpEct of £1,280, provided the farmer had 
pa.id income tax equivalent to land tax 
on that amouut. That is to say, i'f the L•rmer 
paid income tax of, say, £4 or £5, he would 
have an exemption on a freehold farm of 
the unimprm·ed value of, say, £1,280. Yet 
hon. m<>mbers get up on the other side 
of the Chamber and are eo unjust, so pur
posely unfair, as to make the statements 
they did. They must know perfectly 
well, knowing the conditions of the Act, 
that their statements are untrue. Yet those 
chttf>mcnts are made to be spread broadcast 
before the electors of Queensland in the 
hope that men en.?'aged in that industry will 
be led to vote ag<tinst the Government who 
have protected them from that. Now, the 
income trrx c.nd the land tax, the land tax 
P'trtioularly, will not only get the revenue 
from the proper source, from those who are 
in a position to pay it, but will also cheapen 
lnnd to the farmers. We know that the 
greater portion of the land tax is not de
rived from the farmer. I have some figures 
here that will go to prove that. The other 
day the hon. member for Gympie asked a 
question with regard to the land tax, and we 
ltarned that out of £362.534 paid as land 
tax, only £35,433 was paid by farmers with 

farms of not more than 1,280 acres. He is 
a very considerable farmer or grazing farmer 
who has a freehold of the area of 1,280 acres. 

Yet all the farmers in the State, 
[8 p.m.] including grazing farmers, dairy-

men, and fruitgrowers, only pay 
amongst them £35,433 in land taxation, or 
less than 10 per cent. of the total amount of 
the land tax. Still, hon. members ~pposite 
get up and tell us th.1t we are taxmg the 
primarv producer. \Vho pays the other 
£310,000? Why, the owners of offices like 
the " Courier" office, and huge land mono
polist' in Brisbane and other places. We 
know that the large citv areas are the tax
paying areas. According to the "Courier," 
it is the farmers who are taxed, but, as a 
matter of fact, the "Courier" is the worst 
taxed farmer in Australia. \Vould anyone 
i~ag-ine for a moment that the "Courier" 
would he the advocate of the farmer? If they 
thought they could make a profit b:y: sucking 
hi., blood drv they would throw his bloo?
less carp .e on the street. And papers rn 
the countrv districts, v·hich are the ques
tionn blo offspring of the "Courier," spread 
3.bout the countrv the doctrine that the 
farmer'} are taxed,' though the primary pro
ducers of Queensl:md who own land up to 
1,280 acres arc paying less than 10 per cc1_1t. 
of the land tax. Yet hon. members opposite 
get up in this House and rail about the 
farmers being ruined. vYe have heard that 
other States do not do anything in the way 
of taxing the farmer. Let us see what _hap
pcnul to the farmers on the Northern Rivers 
of New South \Yales, so that we may make a 
comparison betw<en the Government of that 
Slate and the Gon>rnment of Queensland. 
As hon. member·· know, the Government of 
Xew South \Vahs to-day is not Lebour 
GoYernm ·nt, but a Government of the same 
kidney ,>s the Opposition in this Ch~mber. 
Thi·. is what I read the other day m one 
of ti1c daily papen in Brisbane. 

JHr. CORSER: V\'ha.t are you quoting from? 

:~lr. C_.:_\R.TER: l an1 quotin;s fron1. the 
:Cible of t!w Op .n~ition-tho "C:::mrwr." 
tLaught ;•.) r_rhis is vd1at it said--

" _\_t a n1ceting- the to·'!vn council of 
Casiuo 1nade an en1ph,~ti1 protest ag;·1inst 
the propc ~d legislation regarding har
bour aLd tonna!"e dues. It "as dcc1ded 
to tcle\Yraph tl:~ following resolution to 
::VI1·. L,;c, M.L .. \., acking him to protc,t 
against the Bill ,, hen brought before th" 
House on Frid. y :-'That this c .. uncil. 
having lunm d of the intontion oi the 
Government to introduce a Bill >'oe the 
nurposo of in1po·.ing inward and outward 
harbour and tonn:u;e rate~ on all nro.duce 
am! coocls carriecl to and from ever.' 
C<'~st~-1 port, from the Tweed to T!vofold 
};av herebv 01 ters a mo--t emphatic pro
test' against tL~ p<. c.l:lage of sud1 a mea
sure. It is th•' opinion of the council that 
taxation of thi··_ ch~1ractor is inequitable, 
unfair, and unjustifiable to the prima:·y 
producers of the eo :1st districb. ~ ud is a 
violation of th'' promises and pledges 
made by candi.r'ates in pre-election 
S1Jeeches, that t'"iJnorny i.n public expf'n
diture would ob\ iate the necessity for 
additional fresh taxation." 

The ?\ationali .. <t party in New South Wales, 
nrior to the 1 ast election, were in exactly 
the same posi~ion as hon. members opposite, 
nnd thev tnld the people of New Somh 
WalE' that they would obviate new taxation 

Mr .. Garter.] 
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by retrenchment. Those gentlemen on that 
side of t.ho House have not the courage to 
come out o' their shell, and say that they 
are in favour of ret~enchment. We know 
ihat they are not going to increase freights 
and fares or impose additional taxation. 
Therefore, they mu··.t go in for retrenchment 
o£ the public service, or they may-amongst 
other thine(s-attack th<• unfortunate mothers 
of orphan chil·drcn. The primary produeers 
on tlw Northem Rivers of New South \Vales 
give us cvidc1"'e that speeches were rnade to 
th,,m prc..1nising that no taxation of this 
charact r would be imposed, and from the 
oxtrat·c I hrr ve read Y<c learn that thev are 
protesting, through their member, against 
thiJ taxation a11d aski:1g him to try to bloc>k 
the pas,a• e of the mea·-ure through the 
House. \Vhat must we infer from that 'I 
Th.tt the fannnrs of that district object to 
b.·ing t.1·ceJ. If t'wy were in Queensland 
the,- \could e.,cr.pc that taxation, but the pre
sent Government in ::'\ew South \Vales rcpro· 
ceiJt the cLP_(,-, cf people that hon. munbers 
011 the other s: .~e in this Chan1ber rep re- ent, 
and ha·vo not the ~ Juragc to take the course 
they ought to foilow; indeed, the" arc so 
~ervile to thr:: dic1·-,tion of those tvho put 
t.lwm there that the_· arc taxing, not the 
rich, calthv men, but thr unfortun:tte 
pr1rE:ctr: prodU('0~:s . . ..:\ J that is \vhnt 111CD1-

bers opposite wculd do if they had the 
o 1nol·ttw~tv, l-:T~ I py: cuitt sati~fif'J th~tt 
~ t ~v:il1 be a long time- he fOre tho opportunity 
r'OTI1CS to t h~_· ·L L ·t llll' read i" urthcr \vhnt 
the"c fartYJers :>v. It ha< not much to do 
with ta-xation, bUt it shows 'vhat is in .. ho 
mind- Gf the-<> peopk, and how tlw ::'\ation
aliets betrayed those who stood up for them 
1n tk ir time of stress. They say-

,, Furthermore. most of this proposed 
r•ew tuxnbon will fall on the ·houlders 
of a grca~ nnrrtbor of nu~n fro1n the 
eocqtal di,<trids who at much per-:mal 

'tcrific,, recent!~- p:aced their services 
at the disposal of the Government during 
the industrial cri~is." 

Tho~c 111011 a c ho·.ding becaU'3e thc.v are 
made a s 1~rifi e. They think they on:rht to 
escape taxation. 1 believe they ought to 
<·'cape taxation. .\n:;·how, it should not have 
been ncc<>~sary for those men to try to buy 
themselves off by going back on their mates. 
\Vhen a man le>tves his everyday occupation 
and aJ!ows his farm to fall into -disuse in 
ordN to denrive his nnfortunate fellow nh'll 
of a living- wage, I say he deserves some 
punieh,nent. But. in spite of that fact. I 
do not think any Government ar<' justified 
in R:Oill!s back on their pledges and imposing 
t:Jxes they ··::ti·r1 th"c would not impose. Of 
cnnrse, we lmo ·,; the ::\' ationalist Government 
of X ew South \V ales rrre too cowarcllv to 
nt.tnck the big mcon. 'l'herefore. tht'Y attack 
the weakest section they know-the primary 
producer. 

;1,1r. lV1ooRE: Do you remember that you 
attacked the Federal land tax before you got 
in? 

1'lr. CARTER: I know that the hon. 
member will soon become a past member. 
and the records of his speeches in " Han~ 
sard " will be 'all that we shall know of him. 
The lrmd tax will not only produce the 
revenue necessary for the Government, but 
it will be the means of cheapening the 
land for the people. You have only to 
go about Brisbane anywhere you like, and 
you will see boards up with the announce· 
ment, "This land for sale," where the 
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land was never for sale before. You 
will find land for sale all over the 
place. This is an evidence that the land 
speculators who are keeping the people 
ofi the land a11<l -driving them into suburbs 
far away from their work, because they put 
artificial values on their land, are being 
searched out by the land tax. The exploiter 
i• being caught in a net; and now, to cc cape 
thaL, he is allowing the land to fall to its 
normal. true le,·cl-its use value-.cnd he 
is putting it on the market. A coupie of 
ban. members on th~ other side-cho hon. 
member for ,\nbigny and, I think. the hon. 
Ill' mber for Stanlc-:-statcd in this Chamber 
that the land tax chcanened Lmd. 'Ih, h•m. 
me1nber for },_ubigny. n1ade a st ·temc·Ht 
which I c:mld not qui to und<:w tan d. He _,.tiel 
that land at £4 an acre wou!J lJ0 n:or'' 
productive than it -..ou:d be at a lower pri<ec'. 
\Ve must only a'-sumc that the hip-her tht• 
1Jrice the greater th~ producti y~.._~ness; the 
higher thP wage-.; )·ou pay, the n1oro pro
ducti,-,, they are; the greater the pri< e you 
pay for m·• .. chitH'ry. tho 1noro prorlu< ~}y,_~ i:- j<:: 
If, instead of p:- yin;; £5 for a phw h. you 
1Jay £50, according to the hon. mCLiber'"
:trgurncnt. .vou vYoi..lld ha,-e a nawh lTIOl'E· 

prodcwtin plou-rh. \Ye all know that as far 
u·' the prodLtcti' it;-- of the soil goc•s it doe> 
not matter whether you give ls. an acre or 
£1,000 an ac,·c for it; tho soil is the samP 
<oil. But we k!!ow this abo-that th<• cost 
of production depe~:ds Dpon tho ft c~ors that 
arc 0l111Jloyecl in production; and if you 
' ~nt cheap production. you must either have 
chcan land. or cheap labour, or cheep 
1nachiner:'\--or you must have all threP, if 
neccs ary. \Vp &.re Httisfied that the great 
fo.ctor in pri mar~- production-no rticnlarl.c 
ir1 farming-and the great essential is cheap 
land. .\nd if thi' Governrne•tt has done 
nothing eJ,,, thon h·~rst up the bi·~ r·statcR 
and compelled them to allow p0opl0 to UB<' 
thru: hncle. inetead of holding them out of 
uso, it hcs done an excellent thing. \t the 
present timP :vou only have to h:aYPl from 
here ur to Roekhampton to SPC vaet tracts 
of mag-nific0,1t countrv. fit for ag·"~"iculturt 
and frlli\~rowinr' 11urPoses. runnin-g cattle: 
and yo!l can get plentv of land to run them 
npon D t ld. per af'ro. Y (t this n1.ag-nificcnr 
land, in running a line through "hich the 
people ha\ e expeHderl vast sums of their 
money, is held out of use. Now, with the 
land tnx. we are proposing to take some of 
these Yalues which hav<! be-en created bv th<' 
people. \Yhen WP put a tax upon land vnluee 
we are taking for the people that economic· 
rent which the peopic. by thci;· expP"ditm<'. 
have created. 

GoVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, henr: 

Mr. CARTER: If. in a-ddition to that. 
e can compc•l the,e p0ople to rc•\ease thooe 

areas of land. to talm off the artificial nwans 
they have nf increasing its value-that is to 
say, take off th0 artificial value-wE' will 
~·et land at ih real value. \Ve had thr hon. 
member for Stanley tolling us that a lnrge
area of land-I think h-- said 16.000 nerr~
in his district could not be sold b-- the man 
who held it because. thoura-h it was· rich lnnd. 
they (the Government) would not put a railway 
through it to make it valuable. H" has hceld 
it for speculat.i ve purposes. He hoped the 
peoplo would spend a considerable sum of 
money in putting a railway through his 
land. and would then buy the land off him 
at the value which their expenditure had 
made. \Vith a land tax upon land values. 
that gentleman either would be compelled 
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to U:J<" his land 01· to let it go. So I am 
quite sntisfied that in that respect it is a 
gooo thing. The hon. member for Aubigny 
has told us the same thing. \Vhat he oeemcd 
to concern himself moet about was. not that 
the land tnx would affect the farmer. 
but that it affect•- the land exploiter up in 
•bcsc districts-the man who, years ago, took 
up large area-s of land-not as a farmer, 
but y·ith the intention of holding it until 
some time had arriyed when the increase of 
population and the expenditure of vast sums 
of public money in building railways had 
made it valuable. These men, who were 
cnly pseudo farmers-the real land exploiters 
-hoped at corue future period to reap a rich 
harvPst from mmElhing they had not created. 
This land tax lws < om" along at the psycholo
g-ical monH·nt <tnd has caught those parti
cular ge!It:cmen napping. \Ve have in this 
fil-:,Lntbc~r ~;uch rc'artionaries as those two 
~:on. ~f,ntlomcn, ',':bo are the eniployees of 
the rich laJJdo\vnpr, nrid the rich moneyed 
dues, opposing it. Now, we are told t'hat 
State enterprisee could in no way be a 
i'Ucccs~. That is constantlv reih,rated round 
rhi• Chamber. One has only to remember 
the most eloquent remarks of the hon. mem
ber for Rookhampton last night wlH•n he was 
peaking on the initiation of the Common

wealth Bank. At the tim<' thE' Common
W•calth Bank was proposed the same sort of 
fi18''''hr·s were made against it that hon. 
gentlemen made agaillst the State insurance, 
against the Public Curator's offic~, and 
against State butchPrs' shops and everything 
c'lse. W c are told the same sort of Jeremiah
like Etory-that the country would go to the 
clogs if this thing "·{we carried out. Now, 
"hat has happr<wd? The Commonwealth 
Bank--a State run institution-this last half
year showed a profit of £226 000 ; that is 
nearly half a million r:cr annurr:., which flows 
into thP poclccts of the whole of the people 
of the Commonwealth. And we are told that 
this is a wrong thing Of course, there is 
not a man "live to-dn.,- in the Commonwealth 
who, if he were in-oower. would dare to 
repeal the Act that cr"titutod the Common
wraith Bank. At the time the war was pro
claimed. Australia would hnve been in a state 
of commercial chaos br1t fortheCommonwealth 
Bank. It stood behind ev-ery other financial 
institution in the Commonwealth .and kept 
thmgs in " sound position; so that we not 
<mly find that these penple in their prognos
tication and in the statement of its "time
to-come" failure were wrong, but also that 
it has nroved a rYiarked success. '!\Tow the 
same thing appli0, to State insurance: It 
has only been instituted since the- Labour 
party has got into power, and we find it is 
fl markPrJ SUCPOSS. \Ve find that State in
'Ul'f!l1C'' hn~ not only chPapcned insurance 
hut has .gH·cn a sum. of something over 
£50,000 m one year-m the vear of its 
initiation, in the :;-car of its first' oPeration
it has ziwn a profit of over £1.000 a week 
to the peopk of QuN'nsland. \Vho can sav 
that this institntion is wrong or tha.t it 1s 
haclly managed? It io not onlv an 0xcellent 
institution and the proper thing for the 
11eop 10, but it is an institution that is 
har.r1l0d by the Shte. and it is as well 
handled as any oth(~r insurance C'oncern in 
the Commonwealth of Australia. 

Go nmN~fFNT M~::uBERS: Hear, hear! 

::V~r. CART~R: We have, then, the State 
statiOns. It rs onlv a little over twelve 
months since they were started. and if those 
.stat'ons were disposed of to-morrow there is 

no question whatever that this Government 
could make a profit of from £100,000 to 
£200.000 on this enterprise. Any person who 
says that the State stations are a failure, or 
that State sbtions are going to be a failure. 
is a man who is either lacking in reason and 
common ,ense or who is purposely vile and 
is <':ndcavouring to revile ihe Government 
with the intention of injuring it at the next 
election. Thero is no question that thP 
State stations are the forerunners of an 
immense svstem of self-supply of the re
quiromcnts- of the people of Que<>nslancl; 
it is the first step in that direction. Once 
the'c now stations arc <'sta.blished, the people 
will provide the whole of their own mf'at. 
By tlwt time, by the magnificent administra-
1 ion of the Ryan Gm-ernment, a net\York of 
butchers' shops will lw spread over the whole 
of the State; and through those butchers' 
,,hops this meat will be handled in the cheap
est )ooHibk Wd'.-. and the people. inst~ad of 
being at the mL'l'CY of a few meat exploiters 
or a few huge privately owned cattle 
stations will be ablE' to provide for their 
own ne~cls. These huge cattle stations could 
refuse to kill their stock if they so desired. 
The huge meat industries could shut us off 
in a moment if they liked, in a private 
capacitv. With Stat8 stations and a network 
of State butchers' shops properly handled, 
supplying the people at a fair cost of pro
duction, we will not be in that position. 
I am satisfied that that must appeal to every 
common-sense person in this community. 
There nre hon. members on the opposite side 
who have said that the State butchers' shops 
are not a success, but a loss and a drag 
upon the people. Certain questions were 
::tsked by the hon. member for Fitzroy a few 
days ago, and we find from the answers to 
those questions that the State butchers' shops 
hccvc sold. in the whole period they have 
been running, £191,130 worth of meat. The 
cost of purchase of that meat was £157,726. 
The wag<'s amounted to £18,401, and the 
other ex-penses, rent. etc., to £7,672. The 
gros, profits were £191,130 and the gross 
outlay £183,800, leaving a net profi~ of 
£7,329. There is only one shop, I believe, 
which ha« been over a year in operation. 
That is an evidence of the immense sums of 
monpv that have been taken from the eon
sumers of Queensland during the period that 
private individuals conducted this industry. 
::"i"ot only have the people got cheaper meat, 
and a profit of £7,000 odd, but meat has 
been cheapened at other butchers' shops in 
Queensland and therefore the people have 
also benefited by the reduction of ~he price 
of meat in other places. I am quoting these 
figures with regard to the butchers' shops to 
give the people an evidence that these shops 
are a source of profit rather than loss. We 
are told that not only are the different State 
enterprises in this State a failure, but also 
the State enterprises in other States. There 
has bemi a great deal said about the State 
enterpriss in ='few South Wales. For the 
edification of the House and the public I 
would like to quote a few figures. I have 
not been fortunate enough to get the balance
sheets of the different enterprices in New 
South Wales for this year, but I am quoting 
the figures for last year. It has b!Jen the 
common talk of hon. members opposite that 
the Homebush Brickworks in New South 
Wales did not pay. When Mr. Griffith estab
lished the Homebush Brickworks they had to 
pay up to £3 per thousand for bricks for 
public use, and he decided, because he 
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thought that price was excessive, to make 
the bricks the Government required, and to 
that end established the Homebush Brick· 
works in 1911, only six years ago. The 
capital expenditure was £85,925. The work
ing expenses for the year ended 30th June, 
1916, amounted to £55,677, interest and sink· 
ing fund £3,496, depreciation and reserves 
£6,512, o_r a total expenditure of £65,685. 
The earnmgs for the year ended 30th June, 
1916, were £74,820, leaving a profit of £9,135 
for that year, or an accumulated profit of 
£17,545. That industry has proved a remark· 
able success from its initiation. 

Mr. J\fORGAN: It is closed do\·.·n at present. 

:\Ir. CARTER: It has been closed down 
since the ::\1 ationalist party got into power. 
It is in keeping with gentlemen of that 
kizhwy, as soon as they get into power, to 
give aFay all the plum·s and per<]uisites to 
their particular pals, and the Homebush 
Brickworks, which shows a profit of over 
£9,000 a year, and supplied bric;.,, to the• 
publlc for 30s. a thousand as against £2 15s. 
by private companies, has been handed over 
to some capitalistic friends who furnished 
money to help to get the Holman party in 
power. I quite believe our friend opposite 
when he said it was handed over by the 
Holman Government to their particular 
friends. Then there are thr; blue metal 
quarries at Kiama and Port Kembla, which 
were €•tablished at a cost of £80,000 in 1911. 
Th" working expenses in 1915-16 amounted 
to £82.912, interest and sinking fund £2 906 
depreciation and reserves £6,446, or a total 
of £92,264. The earnings for that year were 
£98,955, showing a net profit for the year 
of £6,691, with an accumulated profit up to 
that date of £22,928. Those enterprises 
<upplied the State of New South Wales with 
their products at 40 per cent. less than 
private individuals were supplying them, 
and yet they tell us that these State indus
tries are a failure. They had the clothing 
factory established in 1913 in ::'\ew South 
Wales. The capital expended was £12 865. 
The working expenses for 1915-16 ..'vere 
£25,719, interest and sinking fund £740 
and depreciation and reserves £323 or ~ 
total of £26,782. The earnings for the vear 
ended 30th June, 1916, were £27,491, or a net 
profit t:;f £709. I co~tld go on quoting nine 
mdustrH's, out of thuteen which haw· been 
established, which are a thorough success 
and the four which are not profitable so fa~ 
are n?t unsuccessful. They have only been 
established two years, and if not• holding 
thPir own, show a very little loss. We have 
definite evidence before us that the State 
enterprises are a marked success. The State 
of New South Wales, with all the difficulties 
thrown in their way, can make these enter
prises a success, an'd the New South \V ales 
Government have the same difficulties that 
Ot!r Government havE': we are hedged round 
:VJth a.n army o_f officers who are not always 
m sympathy With, and who in many cases 
throw difficulties in the way of, the 
Government. I am mtisfied that with a 
dcpartmcnt.al st";ff as much in sympathy with 
the Adm1mstrat1on as the various Ministers 
th_e time is not fa~· distant when the peopl~ 
will not only bq·m to regard State enter· 
prisco as a succrcs. but will cry aloud for the 
establishment of State enterprises in almost 
every place that they can be had. The hon. 
member for Stanley, in speaking on the rail
wctys, says he is satisfied that a great deal of 
the lo•.o has arisen from the repeal of the Rail
ways Guarantee Act. If there is a fairminded 
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man on the other side of the Chamber, it is
the hon. member for Stanley. He does not 
often speak, but when he does speak he 
generally says what he honestly believes. I 
never heard the hon. member for Stanley 
attempt to misrepresent a single action of 
this Government, and for that reason he is 
very often in accord with this Government. 
The hon. member said that he was satisfied 

that a great deal of the ,loss on 
[8.30 p.m.J: the railways was due to the 

repeal of the Guarantee Act, and 
a great deal of it to increased wages. As I 
pointed out in my opening remarks, hon. 
m•·mbers on the other side are not prepared 
to say that they will reduce the wages of the 
railway men. I challenge an~· hon. member 
on that 5ide to get up and say that he is in 
favour of reducing any one on the railway 
>taff by one shilling. I challenge any hon. 
!tl<'mbH· on that side to sav he is in favour 
of incr<cased fares and freights. So that the 
only ono who is honest enough to say what 
is r"ally in his mind is the hon. member for 
i:>tanle,;, who said that he believed the 
wpeal of the Railways Guarantee Act by 
this Goverament was one of the chief reasons 
for the falling off in the railway revenue. It 
i-; quite true that it is one of the chief 
reasons for the falling off in the railway 
revenue. 

\Ve have heard a great deal about the 
falling off in land settlement since this Go
vernment took office. But hon. members 
do not say that the falling off is largely due 
to the drought. During the 1902 drought we 
had ample evidence that land revenue fell off 
in the same way, though the Government of 
that day had not to contend with the other 
great difficulties that the present Govern
ment are up against. Owing to the recent 
drought many people have not touched land 
because> it was not possible to get stock. A 
great deal of the stock of Queensland, and 
of the Commonwealth of Australia, died 
during the drought period. Who is going to 
take up a farm if he cannot stock it? In 
addition to the S<"arcitv of stock, there has 
also been a shortage of labour by virtue of 
the fact that over 50,000 of our best manhood 
have left Queensland to go to the front, or to 
go across the seas, at all events; so that 
anyone proposing to take up a grazing farm 
m· an agricultural farm is deterred by th<> 
shortage of labour. In my own district, I 
am sorry to say that many farms have had 
to go out of commission, although they were 
previously paying excellently becau·e of the 
high prices of farm produce. \Vhen you se"~ 
cows bringing £20 per head, it is evidence 
of a shortage of stock. Only the other day, 
on the Tweed Ri'ver, there was a sale of 
cattle at which as high at £19 per head was 
paid for the whole herd. No one is going 
to start farming if he knows that he cannot 
get either stock or labour. In my own dis
trict many farms that were paying well have 
gone out of commission because the neces· 
sarv labour is not available. The Liberal 
Go~-ernment in 1902 had not to contend with 
such a shortage of labour. There was no 
war on then, a11d none of their population 
left the State-unless the Government drove 
them awav to countries where land was 
cheaper a~d more worth taking up. \Ve 
are short of the men that they had in plenty, 
so that we are in a much worse position, so 
far as land settlement goes, than they were 
in at that time. But, despite that fa.ct, large 
areas of land have been taken up, and I am 
quite satisfied that, had a drought not 
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occurred and the stock not been lost, efforts 
would still have been made to select land 
for grazing and agricultural farm purposes. 
So, when hon. members upon the other side 
,,ndca vour to make out a case against the 
Government on account of a falling off in 
land settlement, they are talking with their 
tongues in their cheeks, and know that thev 
are gros-;ly misrepresenting a Governmen"t 
who haY<' done better than any Government 
in anv other State of the Commonwealth of 
-""ustrulia. I am atisfied that, if the Go
Yl'l'nment are treated as they deserve, judg
mg them by the Financinl Statement for 
this year and by their handling of the 
a.tfctirs of State for the last two years and 
four months, they will be justified when the 
time ro1nes in asking for a return to office, 
and I am quite sure that their request to the 
people will be answered i'n the affirmative. 

GovERcD!E:!'!T MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

::\Ir. ::\10RGAN (Jfurilla): I wish to say a 
few words in connection with the huge 
financial "drunk" that this State has been 
engaged in during the past two and a-half 
yc<trs. r-;-otwithstanding the fact that this 
Governnwnt have had over £1.000.000 per 
annum Inorf' i'Cvcnue thttn anv lJrevious 
Government ever had. we find tha't thev have 
not only spent that £1,000,000, but they aho 
have a deficit of over £250,000. In my 
op1mon that deficit has been brought about 
by extrayagant and wasteful expenditure, 
and I \VIII endeavour to show some direc
tions in which the Government have been 
guilty of cxtrave gance--directions in which 
I firmlv believe the people of QucE'nsland 
will ag!·ee with me that such exc~ssi've e-.:
pcnditure was not wa.rranted in view of the 
fact that we have just pas;ed through one 
of th 0 most disastrous droughts that has 
ever occu~red in the history of this State, 
coupkd with the fact that for the nast three 
years we have been suffering from a most 
rli,r;:astrous war. 

One of the first matter, to which I would 
<L·a\Y a.ttention i'n connection with this ex
penditure is the general management of our 
railw:tys. I suppo'c it is the opinion of hon. 
members on both side' of the Chamber that 
our J'ailways arc our most important State 
Pnt0rprise. It cannot be denied-and it has 
practically been confirm~cl by the caucus 
pa.rty-that there is a very large amount of 
exc<' s expenditure in connection with the 
Railway Department. Evidently the mem
hen on the cth<'l' sidP ccmsider th<tt there is 
eomiderable leakage in connection with the 
running of our railways, because we see that 
they have recently appointed a Roval Com
mission to inquire into this verY' matter. 
That my view of th<' position is ·, mTect is 
borne out bv the fact that on that commission 
therE' are two members belonging to the 
party opposite; and, despite the fad that 
ParliamPnt is sitting, those hon. mPmbcrs 
evidently think it is more beneficial to the 
State-or to the Government-to make in
quiries into the workings of that huge con
cern rather than to attend to their political 
functions in this Chamber. 

Mr. SMITH: Do not forget that very ex
pensive commissions have been appointed by 
past Governments at different times. 

Mr. :MORGAN: The hon. momlwr for 
Brisbane stated definitely in this House that 
if he were Commissioner for Railwavs he 
could bring about a saving in the Railway 

Department of no less than £250,000 per 
annum. No doubt, the hon. member has 
been placed upon his trial. 

Mr. PAYXE: That was under the late Ad
nljni:Jtration. 

Mr. MORGAK: Well, if the hon. member 
was capable of effecting a reduction in the 
expcnrliture of £250,000 under the late Ad
ministration, seeing that the expenditure of 
our railways has incrc,1sed by leaps and 
bounds during the la ,t two and a-half years, 
he should 'be able to effect a reduction of a 
grca.t deal more than £250,000. The expendi
ture in that denartment has been more lavish 
since the present Government took offico than 
it w<ts during any other period in the history 
of this State. At any rate, I hope and trust 
that when the co1nn1ission pre.<;_;ents its 
report we shall find that it has justified its 
<·x;stonce, and that the money that has been 
'pent nporl it will prove benPftcial to the 
Sr <te and to the taxpayen. There is one 
other matter in which a saving could be 
effected of no loss a sum than £25,000. A 
question was asked bv the hon. member for 
Burrum-Colonel Rankin-in respect to the 
coal required for the Central railway system. 
Colonel Rankin asked the question in this 
House. and the information ,;as elicited that 
no lesc a sum than £25,000 was being paid 
for coal from Bundamba over and above the 
price it could be purchased for at Howard. 
It seems to me a remarkable thing that the 
·Government arP prepared to spend £25,000 
in the purchase of coal, knowing perfectly 
well that the railways have made a huge loss, 
totalling close on £750,000. Notwithstanding 
that fact, the Government, in ol'der to 
revenge then1-se1V('S upon cDrtain coahniners 
in a cE>rtain portion of Queensland, were 
prepared to spend, as the hon. member for 
Maryhorough said last night, no less -a sum 
than £25.000 more- than was ne<:essary. The 
people of Qu0cnsland will want to know 
why this mon0y was spent in that direction. 
The coal purchased at Bundamba cost 12s. 
6d. per ton, and the freight another 18s. per 
ton, making £1 10s. 6d. per ton for the coal 
on its m·rival at :Maryborough for the use of 
the railway system there. That coal could 
haYe rH'en purch<tsed at Howard for 16s. per 
ton. The Government purchased 35,219 tons 
of c·oal from Bundamba, and conveyed it to 
Maryborough at a cost of l.4s. 6d. per ton 
more than that coal coi.1ld have been nro
cm·ed for at the Howar·d Coalmine. That 
cannot be denied. 

Mr. WEIR: Who did they pay it to? 

::Jr. M ORGAN: My friend asks who did 
l hey pay the 18s. per ton to. The coal c.ame 
from 13undamba to ::vraryborough, and my 
friend will argue that bec<tuse the trucks 
belong to the Government, and because the 
men engaged in the transit of the coal were 
Government ernl)loyees, that therefore it cost 
nothing. If that is the way the hon. mem
ber argues e.bout the management of our 
railways, it is no wonder that the railways 
and all our State cnh•rprises are being run 
at a loss. 

Mr. GLEDSON : The Com1nissioner is 
responsible. 

Mr. MORGAN: Unfortunately, the Com
missioner is not rHponsible. The Commis
sioner is in the unfortunate position that he 
i.s supposed to be Commissioner for Railways, 
but he is not able to fulfil his functions as he 
would like to, owing to the fact that he is 
heing continually overridden by caucus mem
bers and by the 'Minister of that department. 

Mr. Morgan.] 
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We ha·d an illush·ation of thut in connection 
with tho commission of railwav experts 
appointed by the Minister, but tl1e Govern
ment abolished that commission and 
appointed one of their own. So far as the 
Commissioner for Railw<tvs is concerned he 
is practic,>lly only a fig.ure-head. That is 
the unfortunet .. ' part of it. If Mr. Evans 
simply made up h:s mind to take an inde
pendent stand, and act independently of the 
Government, or the Minister for Railways, or 
the eauctto, ~hen tlnngs, perhaps, would ],e 
<tltogether different. But these things are 
taken out of t!1o hands of the Commissioner 
altogeth<.H'. 

The PREMIER: That is a reflection on the 
Commissioner. 

Mr. MORGAX: I have had illustrutions in 
my electorate as to how matters are taken 
out of the hands of the Commissioner. I know 
whero certain men have been sacked for 
offences in connection with the work on 
_,-hich they have been employed. As soon as 
these men were di,missed by thc> inspectore, 
and approved of by the Commissioner they 
g'!t in touch with the union. secretary'. who 
w~red to the Munster for Railway> and Mr. 
Coy ne immediately wirc.d bark to' have the 
mt~n reinsta~ed. Thos~ are the things th<tt are 
gomg on m connectwn with the railways 
d~y after day. The unfortunate inspecton 
w1l! tell you now that they have no control 
over the men at all, and they are now carrv
ing on a policy of least ·resistance. Ii1-
etca·d of the Commissioner being perfectly 
free to do what he . a_bsolutely ,.i,hes, and 
bo aboyo party politics altogether, unfor
tunately he is not in that position at 
all. . Like t~e inspect~rs at the present time, 
h0 IS pursumg a pohcy of least resistance. 
These men are afraid of victimisation· 
ihey _are afraid that they will lose thei~ 
slt!l';'hons, because they know the revengeful 
sp1nt of the caucus party, and they know 
that the G?verm.nent can bring force 'to bear 
m connectiOn with these particul<tr matters. 
That is the position in which we find our
selves to-·day, and it is one of the rt•ilsons 
why t)'w, railways a_ro not paying. If the 
Comnusswner w<ts given a free hand things 
would be differ<?nt. That is what hi~ report 
says, every word of it. ancl if vou roo-d 
between the lines, you will see that· it proves 
what I say. 

Mr H. L. HARTLEY : How can you read 
every word between the lines? 

::YJr. MORGAX: In orcler to make the rail
;vays pay, he suggests that. it is necess:try to 
mcrease rates and fares. 

The HoMF: SECREI·ARY : Wouldn't you howl 
if we did that? 

Mr. MORGAN: He states that it is either 
noce~sary to increase the fares ·and fr<'ights 
or to ,reduce the number of train miles that are 
being run. Neither of those things is neces
sary at all. If the department was economi
cally managed, and -no political influence 
brought to boar, and if the Commissioner 
ha;d an absolutely free hand, o.ncl was allowed 
to employ whom he liked-the Premier the 
other night said that he should be allowed 
to employ wl.wm h'! liked and pay them what 
wagPs he hkod-If the Commissioner for 
Railways was in that position. he would be 
a~le to ~o witl~out running less trains ancl 
without mcreasmg the fares and freights. 
and would make the railways pay. How~ 
ever, political i~fluence is always hrought to 
hear, and that Is oa. state of things we have 
existing on our railways to-day. In connec-

[Mr. Morgan. 

tion with the Financial Statement, we have 
thi; extraordinary statement made by th<• 
Trf'asurer-

., It is not consiclered desirable to intro
duce a g·eneral increase of freights or 
fare'·J, because it is recognised th&t tlw 
burden of such increases would fall most 
heaYily upon th~; prin1ar:y producers and 
npon thosP members of th8 community 
who live in remote p<J.rts of the State. 
and who ns a consequcn<'? alread~v snff0r 
1nan:v cJj~"tbili tit·::;." 

At ten minutes to 9 p.m., 
:Ur. S:IJITH took the chair as Temporary 

Chajrn1an. 

:'vir. :MOHGAX: Let ns for a moment take 
that Statement 'into consicleration, and see 
what was done on two previous occasions 
since tlw prt'ent Government have bepn in 
po\Yer. The Treasurer distinctly states that 
it iR not d, 'irable to introduce a general 
increase in freightc: and fares. because it is 
1"_,, ogni,Pd that the burden of such increase 
will fall most heavil:c upon the primary 
pr~cluecr. That is absolutely true; but, un
forhw'ltl•h. the Government found it nccc,;
: a ry to iiJrre:1se the freights and fares 011 

tliC' primary producer on two different occa
cion;, although they have only been in power 
two and a-half years. If it is going to affect 
the primary producer by increasing freights 
and fares at the present time, the increases 
already introducecl have affected the primary 
prodnceri'. rrhose increases mean no light 
lmnkn for the farmers and people in thl' 
country genC'rally to bear; \Vhy cloes this 
statement appear in the Financial Statement 
during the third ses,ion of Parliament 9 

Simnlv because we are on the eve of a 
gener~l election. Had this been the first or 
second session of Parliament, the railwav 
freights and fares would have been in
crea ... ed; but the Premier knows perfectly 
well that an increase in the freights and 
fares would have been unpopular at the el<?c
tions. If he can manage to deceive the 
cl<:"ctor,; during the next electioneering cam
paign and g.•t back into power, then you 
will iind that he will increase the freights 
and fares irrespective of whether it affects 
the primary producer or not. If it was a 
fair thing not to increase freights and fares 
·at. tht> present juncture, then I claim it was 
not a fair thing to increase freights ancl fares 
at all. If the consolidated ren·nue is to 
carry the present loss on the railways---and 
perhaps it is only right that it should-why 
did not the consoli·dated revenue carry the 
k.· .. s on the railways during the two previou" 
years·~ 

Mr. H. L. HARTLEY : So it <lid. 

Mr. MORGAJ'\: The fact of the matter is 
that the elections are coming on, and the 
Premier thinks the farmers and country men 
generally are very gullible individuals, but 
he must not forget that the farmers and 
workers in the countrv know that the cost 
of their daily food-oatmeal, jam, and every
thing elst'-has been increased owing to the 
fact that the Government increased the 
freights on these arcidcs. If the Hon. the· 
Premier thinks the people are going to for
give that, then he must think they arc Yery 
forgivable people. \Ve also find, in ~onnec·
tion with the increase of freights and fan'~. 
that in the city of Bri"bane there was no in
crease at alL The poor, unfortunate country 
people have had to earn· the burden, and. 
unfortunately, that is what will happen in 
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.. ·ounection with the huge .dcflc:it at the prc
·>ent time. _\t all times the country people 
are made to pay thP piper. Here in Brisbane 
and in other l argc• C'iti es things may appear 
prosperous. No doubt. a stranger arriving in 
rhis city and walking down Queen street 
would CJ'llC to the conclusion that cvcrv
thing 1v.as prospt-:l·ons in this State, but is 'it 
a lasting pro,pcritv; Is it not onlv a fteti
tious prosperity, sl'!dl as in the c;~e of an 
individual who is spending his capital and 
not living on his incOJne; when the capital is 
heing gTadually decreased day by day till 
oveL tu all:. thoro is a crisis, and that rnan is 
compelled to cea-n living in the luxurious 
fa,hicn that. pcrhap;. he was able to main
t:~in while his cnvital lasted. That is the 
po•;ition 'in Queensland to-<lay. 'vVe are living 

upon borrowed money. We are not living 
upon ry>one~v that we actually earn, and we 
are go1ng back da:'i- b.vd.ay and vear bv vcar. 
While thinp;s may appear 'prosp~rous at' pre
sent, the fact remains that if we continue 
< n the lines we are following. it is only a 
matter oi a few years-no matter what Go
,·ernment may be in power-when the policy 
.,f bo<-m and borrow will end in a bust. I 
~tlsd wish to refer to another 1natter in con~ 
E:.•:ti<;n with the r~ilways, and pe~·haps when 
tlll· r_s m~·~e p:rbhc the commros10n at pre
<'nt tnqtul'!ng rnto ·ways and means in con
nr•: tion with our railwavs will think it worth 
t~Pir while to make inquiries into this par
nculnr matter. I called upon the Railwav 
D(3parhnen.t a:rd ask~d them t? SUpJ?lY me 
w1th rd·tam figures m connectiOn w1th the 
Ir"wich worbhops, and I have received the 
followin;( letter from Mr. Arthur J. 
Crowther. the secretary, in rPply :-

" Sir.-'vVith reference to vour call at 
thi· office recently requesting to be 
furnished with information in connection 
with employees in the Ipswich workshops, 
I beg to inform vou the number of em
ployees in the .Ipswich workshops is 
1. 789. Their average rate of pay is 12s. 

"With rer:ard to the time allowance 
:o employees for washing hands before 
]unc.h and before knock off time, I beg 
to n;form you that emplo~-ees in the 
Ipswwh shops are allowed five minutes 
before lunch for washing hands and ten 
mim1tes before knocking off time." 

Every day in the Ipswich workshops there 
are 1, 789 men losing fifteen minutes each 
owing to the fact that time is allowed them 
r.o wa~h .t~eir hands. ~t the rate of pay 
these mdJvJduals arc getmg--that is. 12s. 1d. 
per day-this means that over £10.000 per 
annum is being paid in wages to men for 
time not worked. 

The PRE~IIER : If the Opposition got in 
would they alter that? 

Mr. M ORGAN: There is an opportunity 
now, while the railways are practically in a 
'tate of insolvency, to remedy that condition 
nf affairs without doing a hardship to any 
individual, because there is an award under 
1:hich these men are not 8Upposed to work 
over eight hours a day. If it is right to 
,,now the men working in the Ipswich work
shops fifteen minutes each day to wash their 
hands, the same thing should apply in every 
industry under State control. Is it a right 
thing, is it a proper thing, when we are 
struggling under adverse circumstances, 
'vhfm taxat.ion i~ ri<;(lng up 8.S it is to very 
high dimensions-is it a fit and proper thing 

for the Government to allow fifteen minutes 
per day to every workman in the Ipswich 
workshops to wash his hands? 

J\lr. H. L. HARTLEY: Do you think it is a 
wrong thing? 

'IIr. l\IORGAN: I think it is absolutely 
wrong, and I am not afraid to say so. A 
man should be able to wash himself in his 
own time. I have to wash myself in my 
owl! time, and it a man desires to wash him
e.elf, he should do it without being paid for 
it It simply means that thm,e workmen in 
the Ipswich workshops are being paid to 
11 a-h thomseh-es, and, perhaps, the Govern
ment are fmding the soap. It is absolutely 
wrong. I am speaking for myself only, and 
if tho hen. member for Fitzroy thinks he 
can make any political capital out of it he 
is at liberty to do so. I say it is positively 
wrong. The principle is rotten and it should 
be abolished, mo1·e especially when the rail
ways are in the financial poe.ition they are 
at the present time. I have quoted two 
items in regard to ,vhich a large saving 
could be effected. I pointed out where the 
Government had paid £25.000 more for coal 
than the coal could have been bought for 

elsewhere. There is £35,000 in 
[9 p.m.] two items alone. I could go on, 

but I will not. I never stated 
yet in this House, like the hen. member 
for Brisbane, that he was capable of 
sosing £250,000. although if there are many 
mor<' item· like those items quoted, then 
the hon. member is perfect!:· correct. I am 
snre that if the Commissioner had his way. 
if he was not influ<>nced, he would not have 
allowed the pavment of men in order that 
they might wash themselves. 

I shall now refer to other extravngant ex
penditure. A referendum was r••cently held 
in connection with the abolition of the 
Legislative Council. 'T'hcrt> was no necessity 
to take that referendum during that parti
cular period. The Gov•ernment were 
defeated. \Ve have not been able to find 
out tho cost-it i,: one of those things we 
are g-oing to get in due course. It may 
amount to anvthing up to £20.000. but we 
do know that ~ne telegram '"hich the Premier 
s0nt right throughout the length and breadth 
of QuePmlend on the PYe of thP eontest 
cost over £400. 

Vi' e find thnt £17.551 has been spent on the 
prection of the Rtate hotel at Babinda. I 
ask again. whether there was anv necessity 
to break the laws of the land, as the <ioYern
mrnt did. b,, ;p.re~ting n. " pub" i'n a 
prohibited area 9 

Mr. Gc:.!X: To stop ely grog-selling. 
' Mr. MOR0AN: The Government have 

prActicallv admitted that the police were not 
able to do their dutv. or the Government 
w<·re incapable of enforcing the laws of the 
lond, 90. in order to stop sly grog-selling, 
thev hreak the laws themselvo~. Wf! find. 
According to fig-,Ires given by the. Home 
Secretarv. that the average bar bkmgs pe1· 
week ,~ere £277 19< 11d.. th" amonnt 
received for accommodation W'lS £15 17s. 9d .. 
and the amount rerPivecl for meals £85 
J.s. 10d. We were told that this placf' was 
<'l'Prtpd for the purpose of giving accommo
dation. yet th<> ayerage received for accom
modation in this huge palatial hotel Amounts 
tr, onlv £15 17s. 9d. Ts it not ridiculous? 
An hotel costing £2,000 would have been 
au:itf' f'uffici?nt to ~unply the rnf'n with 
drink. because, evidently. it is only a grog 

Mr. Morqan.] 
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Bhop--the figures prove conclusively that 
t:10 place is only a drinking shanty. A small 
b•lilding costing, perhaps, under £2,000, 
>Yould have been sufficient, and the bar 
t.tkings would still have been there. 

Mr. ::\1 \Y: You are wrong. 
Mr. MORGAN: I cannot be wrong, be

C'.mse these figures have been snpplied by the 
Horn<· Secretan-, and surely the Home Sec
retary is not deceiving the House by supply
ing misleading figures. 

The PREMIER: It is your conclusions that 
are \.Vrons:. 

Mr. ::\10RGAN: No, my conclusions are 
right, since we have firrurcs to .,how that 
the ::-rog drunk amounted to £277; the 
peopl" are not after accommodation, but 
after drink. Whether they sell liquor after 
hours I do not know, but the point is that 
only £15 is taken in a week for accom
modation and £277 for liquor. I ask if 
that is the policy of the Government-to 
give men facilities to obtain strong drink. 

The PREMIER: The figures you have given 
seem to show that the hotel will pay for itself 
in a year. 

Mr. MORGAN: That may be; but it is 
going to be at the cost of the wives and 
children of the men, and the men themselves, 
because everyone will admit-even the Pre
mier-tl,::tt it is not desirable-at any rate, 
it is muC'h better not-to give the men facili
ties to obta,in drink if it can possibly be done 
without. 

We find that the Government are pursuing 
the policy they have always pursued in this 
connection in combination with the brewers 
and the "Bung" party, because, in the case 
of our railway refn">hment-rooms, the 
Government have joined in the ring-that 
is, if a ring exists-and the Labour party 
say there is a ring in connection with the 
•ale of meat and in connection with the sale 
of timber. They have not joined those rings, 
but they have joined the rings in the sale of 
liquor, beca.use, if the publicans in a town 
sell it at 9d. a nip, the Government sell it 
.,t 9d. If the town sells it at 6d. the 
•Jovernment se]J it at 6d. ' 

The I'Ril1HER : How do you know? You 
must have been sneaking round to see how 
cheRp!y you could get it. 

:Yir. ~~IORGAK: There is no need for me 
~o sneak round. The Premier may be able 
to do that. I ciLn go round and buy my 
drinks just the same as the Premier. Un±or
tunatel;,·, however, he does not pay for his; he 
has it provided in the railway carriage at the 
State expense. No wonder the Premier doc' 
noi know how much it is, because ever since 
he ha" been Premier he has not been guilty 
of pa•:ing out of his own pocket. I have, 
and I kno\Y what it coBt'l. The Government 
have amalgamated with these brewers-the 
" Bung" party-in order to raise the price 
of drink. In Brisbane it is 7d., in Ipswich 
9d., in Toowoomba it wa.s 6d. and now has 
been raised to 9d. In Miles, 238 miles from 
Brisbane, where we have to pay enormous 
carriage, it is 6d. The publicans sell it at 
6<1. and the railway refreshment-rooms at 
6d., and yet we come to Ipswich, only 29 
miles away from Brisbane, and we pay 9d., 
because the Government are in collusion with 
the " Bung" party; they are in a combine 
or monopoly for the purpose of raising the 
price, simply because the brewers' party 
evidently have the control of the present 
Government. 

[Mr. Morgan 

We have elicited from the Premier the 
fact that during the time he has occupied 
the Treasury benches the number of State 
motor-cars has increased by a large propor
tion. On 30th April, 1915, we had twelve 
State-owned motor-cars, costing £5,816, and 
on 30th April, 1917, we had twenty-one motor
cars, costing £8,432. Notwithstanding the 
fact that we have a war raging, notwith.,tand
ing the fact that we had a drought, notwith
standino- the fa<'t that we have been told W<> 
must ec~onomise, we discover that the motor
cars have increased considerably, and also 
that the cost of running them is excessive. 
1'hese cars are not being used legitimately. 

The PRE'HilR : They are. 

:\lr. MORGAN: If the cars were used 
lcr:itimately, we would not object; but, un
fortunately, they are not. It would be a 
good thing if the Government would do away 
{vith all their motor-cars in Brisbane, and 
hire motor-cars when they require them; it 
would be cheaper. Look at the cost of running 
motor-cars to Beerburrum the other day-£9 
odd for overhauling-a ridiculous figur<>. We 
know that there is a leakage here. If the Go
vernment did av.av with the motor-cars, when 
a Minister wanted a car he would ring up a 
garage, and there would not b~ so m'."ny JOY
rides. A svstem of that lond would be 
cheaper for the State than the present system 
of having Government-owned motor-cars. I 
advise the Government, if they want to bring 
about economv, to endeavour to do away 
with the motoi·-cars as far as possible, as we 
cannot afford them the way they are bei_n~ 
used at present. Motor-cars, used legiti
mately, are a paying concern, but when they 
are used indiscriminately. for pleasure pur
poses parti'cularly, it is time that something 
was done to prevent it. 

I desire now to say a few woi'ds with 
reference to the Public Works Commission. 
·what has the commission done to earn the 
money which has b<lCn expended upon i~? 
During last year the Public Works Comn;us
sion drew no less than £1,230. Accordmg 
to the report of the Auditor-General for this 
vear the commission has cost £2,342 Ss. 6d. 
The' members of the commission receive £2 
2s. per day each, and the se<'retary £1 
lls. 6d. per day, and I believe the Chairman 
gets an additional amount. 

The PREMIER: That is not correct. 

Mr. MORGAN: If it i's not correct, I am 
p:lad to know that. I have endeavoured to 
find out what are the facte, and 1 have been 
told that the chairman received something 
additional, but I am glad to hear that that 
is not correct 

The PRE~!IER : The rest is not correct, 
either. 

Mr. MORGAN: If the rest is not correct, 
I should like to know the facts. 

The PREMIER: They receive ;£2 2s. per 
sitting when they are out of Bnsbane. 

M,-. ::\10RGAN: I shall read what the 
Auditor-General says in his report. He says 
that the members receive £2 2s. per day and 
the secretary £1 lls. 6d. per day. The hon. 
member for Eacham told us the other night 
that when the commission are sitting in Bris. 
bane they receive nothing, but that they g:et 
£2 2s. per day while they are out of Ens
bane. That, however, does not cover all the 
c>xpensec', because we discover from the 
auditors' report that coaches and motor-car' 
have to be paid for. The members of the 
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commi'ssion have railwa,y passes, so that their 
fares on the l'ailway cost them nothing. 
Perhaps it would he a, fa,ir thing for them 
to receive £2 2s. per day if they had to pay 
their railway fares and their fares on motor
LUS and 0uaches, but such is not the ca,se. 
I understand that on one particular occasion 
it was ruled that while the House is sitting 
members of a commission are not supposed 
to he away taking evidence. But we find 
that the Works Commission are up North a,t 
the present time taking evidence while the 
House is si'tting. I r m sorry that the hon. 
member for Eacham is not present, because 
I wi '·h to ref<:>r to a statement in which he 
attacked me for not b>•ing in the House. I 
think it will be recognised that I o>n one 
of the most regular attendants in this House 
and that attack just shows what tactic~ 
memberJ opposite will resort to. I have 
looked over "Votes and Proceedings," and 
I find that up till to-day I have a better 
recwcl for attendanc.~ than the hon. member 
for Eacham. One we.·k when I was absent 
I 'vas a wa:c addressing recruiting meetings. 
Has the hen. member for Eacham addressed 
recruiting meetings? Another week when 
I was absent I was kept at home because 
there was 5 inches of rain, and as I live 
32 miles from a railway station, I could 
not get down, and I wired to the leader of 
the Opposition informing him that I was 
flood-bound. 

Mr. BERTRAM : You did not even reply to 
the invitation of the secretarv of the com
m!ss!on to be present at a sittii:J.g of the com
mrs~Ion. 

Mr. M ORGAN: All I am referring to now 
is the cause of my absence from the House, 
and I do that beca,use the hon. member for 
Eacham sa,id I was absent and not attending 
to my duty. Therefore, the interjection of 
the hon. member is not apropos to my re
mark'. I should not have referred to the 
matter at all, were it not that the hon. 
member for Eacham went out of his way to 
atta0k me. I have given 8"n explana,ti'on of 
my ah .. onco from the House, na,mely, that 
<_Jiie week I was addressing recruiting meet
mgs and another w.:·ek I was flood-bound. 
But ~otwithstandi'ng those facts, my attend
ance m th,. House is better than the attend
ance of the hon. member for Eacham. 

The PRE~IIER: Your apology is accepted. 
Mr. M ORGAN: The hon. member for 

Eacham ha·, drawn £180 l.2s. this year in 
connection with the Public 'Works Commis
sion, so that he had been receiyinl!: a double 
salary. He has_ bcen receiving a 'alar:,- as 
a member of th:s House and fees as a mem
ber of the Pt1blic \Yorks Cornn1ission. 

The PREMIF!l: He cannot travel for 
nothing> you know. 

Mr. 71IORGAN: Is that consistent? Is 
it ri;rht that a membf'r elected to represent 
his constituency in this House should be 
[!ivcn o(her ,v;,rk to attend to while the 
I-Iot~se iEl s1ttjng? In my upinion~ it i;., 
ngamst the Standing Order~, and, as I hav<' 
ah·cnd7 stated. it has been ruled out of 
m·dc1· by a prPviom Speaker. I sav that the 
~nen1bcrs uf !h? cornmission are ~guilty of 
Illegally receivmg money for sGrvices as 
members o: a cc1mmission while Parliament 
is sitting. 'I'he hon. member for Eacham 
alw referred to the fact that the commission 
turned down the Taroom Railway. Unfor
tunately, the commission <lid not go into 

the reasons vchv the Tarocm Railwav was 
pa,~cd by this l'Iousc•. It was pasoe·d by this 
Hcmsc owing to thP fact that it was dis
tinctly stated hv the :1Iinister for Railwavs 
nnd t'l1e CoYern~1tent that it vvas to be a {',)~1-
necting link bch-recn the Southern l~aihva~r 
and the Cc·Itral Railway •ystmn, which 
would serve the people of the country in 
times of drou·r,ht. Thf' line w~ts to go from 
Miles to Taroom, and from Ilifonnt Morgan 
tD Taroom. The railway was built from Miles 
to Juandah and slee]'Crs wen• used which 
''"ould canv hcaYy rails, so that the onlv 
thing whicl) shou!ci be ncceec;ary to make {t 
a lTL'.in trunk line v:oald be to take up the 
light rails and put clown heavy rails. Thc
Bleeper0,, railv;ay bridgP:,, and r'ulverts were 
made to carrv the tr 1ffic which would run 
over a l1cayv "line, and the Governnwnt con* 
strurted the 'lino with a v;ew of makinr< it a 
main tru"lk line- to run from Roma to Rork
hampton. The commission did noi; go into 
that particular matter at all. They only 
dealt with th·c fact 1hat there was certain 
land hetw•,en Juandah and Taroom infest,•d 
with prickly-pear. They knew it was not 
redeemable, like a lot of other land betv·een 
Chinchilla, :VIilcs, nnd away up to Roma. 

The PnDIIER: You refused to give evid<•nc• 
before the commission. 

:YJ:r. :MORGAN: Th" Premier has been 
wrongly informed when he sta.te·> that I 
refused to give ' vi deuce. In the first in
stance, 1ny cvidcr1cc in "vriting appears in 
the commission's report. So far as his inter
jection is concerned, it is not true in this 
particular instance. I state emphatically 
-and it cannot be denied-that when the 
commis,_icn W 0 nt int(! my electorate they 
had not the courtesv to inform me that thev 
\'rere going; and ( nf'ver knew until I sa,V 
it in the Press that the commi"'·ion was in 
Taroo1n-that it was C'Olning into rn.v clE'c· 
tor ate. 

JYlr. RERT!lA1I: The record will show that 
you were invited. 

Mr. M ORGAN: I say the records cannot 
prove th:1t I was invited until the commis
sion was there; because the secretary ca1nc 
and told me that an invitation had not been 
extf·nded to me, owing to the fact that there 
\Vas something said that members of Parlia
ment wNc not to be informed or engaged 
in connrction \vith tlw commission in their 
own electorate. But, after I complained 
? bout it. it was an extraordinary thing that 
they t!.nnght it advisable to inform all other 
members of Padiamcnt when thev were 
going· into their particular clectoratPs. T'hP 
point is" this: the chairman says they camP 
to a conclusion on oYidence. I am prepared 
to hav0 the evi<lence. as it was submittPd 
to the Roval Commission, placed in the 
hands of 'a Supreme Court or District 
Court judge-to let that man go over the 
evidence and deal with it exactly as it wae 
adduced bv th0. commission-and if that 
particular 'judge gives a verdict a,g-ainst 
the Juandah line being extended, I will for· 
feit £50 to am· charitable institution, if 
the chairman ~f that Royal Commission 
will do the same, should the verdict go 
against him. I say the evidence-every 
bit of it with the exception of one man, Mr. 
Gordon Grahz,•n, the Under Secretary-goes 
to show that that railway line should go on 
to Tarcom in order to save the good land 
in the Taroom district. The bulk of the 
evidence was in favour of the line going on. 

}vfr. Morgan.l 
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2\lr. Gordon Graham stated in his evidence 
qwt a certain numbe1· of prickly-pear selec
tiOns hnd been lost, that thev had been for
feited. rrhat is true to a ~certain extent. 
But li,Ir. Gmham did not tell the commission 
that, while they were forfeited as prickly
pear selectioM because the people could not 
clonr them, tlwy are ctill held bv the same 
people--are still heing worked by the same 
pt~opl(l unoC1cr di:ffcrPnt conditionS. I know 
what I am talking about, and I can prove it. 
::\Iost of the people are still there, working 
the land, as occupation licensees, with cattle. 
It was llev<>r stated, in this Houoe or anv
whcre el.ee that that line would be the means 
·of c!Paring that demr· pear; simply bec•ause 
we have the rroain line running thr.ough dense 
pear, with good country right along to Chin
chilla, ::\1ile'. and other places. and it wao; 
1H?ver cleared b~~, the raih:o;tay. It \vas never 
·uggrsted that 'this ould be the nwans of 
clearing the pear. Hut what we ·did know 
was that if that rPihvay had gone to T:.room 
-where it should have gone-it would have 
been part of a main connecting link with 
the two great railway systems-it would have 
been a railv. ay to shift stock at the time of 
drought, and for the Roma people to sPnd 
their whc:tt rlirect to Rockhampton if thev 
so desirerl. If you measure on the ~ap. vot1 
will discover that the distance from Roma to 
Rookhampton along this particular line is 
about the s;lme as the distance from Roma to 
Brisbane; so· that the people in that wheat 
area could have sent their wheat into Rock
hampton town with the Bame- mileage as 
they have to bring it to Brisbane. Those 
facb were never gone into bv the commis
sion. They did not trouble ab'aut that. They 
went up there, I honestly belie.-e-into my 
electorate-for the purpose of turning down 
that railwa;i, simply lwcause it happenetl to 
he in the p]cctorate of a member of the 
Opposition. That is honestly my opinion. 

:\Ir. PAYXE: You are a 'waster, ?vforp:an. 

The TE::\1PORARY OH<\IRMA~: Ord"r 1 

Drder! 

:VIr. MORGA::\1: If my friend talks like 
that he will get all he wants. I am going to 
pwtect myself, if the Chairman will not pro
tect me. ·when the Chairman heard a mem
ber call me a waster, he took no notice of it. 

GOVERN}fENT MEMBERS : Order ! 
Withdraw! Withdraw! 

OrdE'r! 

:\1r. MORGAN: I am only prot;,cting 
myself; and I am going to protect myself 
no matter what may happen. Now, in 
r<'spcct of this mattt>r, I say-and the re· 
port prove" what I state-there was only 
the evidence of Mi". Gordon Graham given 
in oonnection with this particular matter. 
Ho stated that this land had been forfeited. 
That is true. But, as I said, that land is 
still being used; and there is no more justi
fiable line constructed, or likely to be con
structed, in any part of Queensland. The 
lil1(: should be gone on with; it is necessary. 
To show the biased mind of the chairman of 
that commission-Mr. Gillies-he distinctlv 
stated that had the Labour part,· been in 
power at the time that the railwav was con
struct!'d the first section of it never would 
have been constructed. He went on to show 
that the !in" should have gone from 

"Chinchilla to Taroom, or to Juandah. He 
lmew nothing about it. He deliberatel;y 
made that statement, not having seen the 
-country, and knowing nothing whatever 
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about it. And the extraordinary thing about 
it is that ha·d the line gone from Chinchilla 
to Juanclah-as he stated-there would still 
haYe been the same section which the com
mission refuses to construct from J uandah to 
Taroom. Is not that an extraordinary 
position for a chairman to take up-that it 
should have gone from Chinchilla to Juan· 
dah? And they turned down the line from 
l.T uandah to Taroorri because, they said, it 
was not a proposition which should he gone 
on "·ith! Yet he deliberately states that had 
the line gone from Chinchilla to Juandah 
thcv would have gone on with the line from 
Jnandah to Taroom. You can see the fallacy 
of the hole thing. What I say is absolutely 
correct in that regard. The evidence was not 
properly sifted; ii· ·yas not; properly weighed. 
The eYidcnce of :Mr. Graham. was taken at 
the cost. of all the other evidence submitted 
hv eighteen or twcntv men of all shades of 
p'alitical opinion. who gave their evidence 
fairly and squarely. But, unfortunately, the 
c-Jn1mission Qjd not arrive at a decision in 
M~ordancc with the evidence. The challengE' 
I have made stands good if any member of 
that commis,ion is prepared to take it up. 

I also want to cieal with the State saw
mills. Thev are another means of loss. And 
\Ye have n1e:nbers getting up on the caucus 
side of this House. and saying. "Look what 
we did in connection with the State saw
mills; had those eawmills not been estab
lished the cost of timber would have been 
much higher then it is at the present 
moment." That is not true. because it has 
been provr.l without doubt that the cost of 
timbE'r has risen 30 per cent. since the Grvcrn
mcnt have had these sawmills. vVe also have 
h<:>ard mf'mbers opposite state that this was 
a new concen1. Thev forget that the Govern
ment bought it as a going concern. \Vhat 
is the good of talking about its being some
thing new? They bought it as a going con· 
rcrn. something that was prosperous when 
tht'V purchased it from a private individual. 
Th~v hav<' run it for two vears. They made 
a loss in the first vear of c£1.313, and in the 
second year of £i,913; and there has been 
" rise of 30 per cent. in timber during the 
period they have had that mill. Yet thev 
sav thcv werp justified in csbblishing that 
particular mill ! Again, I want to point out 
that had that mill competed in open compe
tition in connection with timber used by the 
Public ·works Department, thev would have 
had a greater loss. Had the Public Works 
Department followed out the same sy-stem as 
the Railwav Department-called for tenders 
and allowed the State sawmill to tender 
along with the private individuals-the State 
smvmill would not have had any work from 
the Government at all. They are only get
tinO" work from the Public Worb Depart
me~t, simply because it is compulsory to give 
it to the State mill, whether the GovernmE'nt 
or the department like it or not. The Rail
wav Department called for tenders, and wh<lt 
has heen the result 9 The Std.te mill has not 
receiYed an order; thev have beE'n bPaten by 
private enterprise every time. That is the 
svstcm we ought to have-the s~·stem they 
hm·c brought into force in New South 
\V'ales. If we are going to have State enter
prises-i-f th_e Pu~lic. Works Departm_en~ are 
rroing to bmld bmldmgs of anv descnptwn
let them call for tenders, and let the Stak 
timber mills tender for the work; let them 
tender for the construction of the building. 
whether it he hospitals, schools, or anything 
else, in open competition. If the State is the 
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lowest \enderer, give it to the State: if the 
State is not, give it to the private individual. 
That is the system that ought to bfl in force. 
Under those particular conditions we would 
know exactly what was ha.ppening. It would 
save thousand"-and, in fact, hundreds of 
thou·ands-of pounds to the State. If those 
particular leakages were removed there would 
be no necessity for this increased taxation. I 
am quite satisfied that, hud the Liberal Go· 
vernment remained in power, we would have 
discovered there would have been no increase 
in taxation, and no retrenchment. The 
public service would have been in an equally 
good position to-day under a. Liberal Govern· 
ment '" theY are under a L<1bour Govern· 
mcnt-pcrhrrjv. a little ~1it better. There 
would have been no increasPd taxation; the 
poor, unfortunate farmers would not have had 
to pay more railway freights and fare'; the 
eountry people would have h<td cheaper 
means of living: and the people of Brisbane 
would have been beth'r off in all dirPctions. 
My friend, !he member for Port Curtis, had 
a kt to eav on the land tax: he told us how 
this was only affecting city people. and how 
the farmers prnctically had to po;: only 10 
per cent. Perhaprc you rent a house, ::'\Ir. 
Smith, and, if you do, I think you will 
agree with me that, owing to the fact of 
the land tax being placed on city properties 
rents have gone up, and if rents have gone 
up owing to the land tax, it is the rent,, 
that pay the land tax. 

:.>Ir. COLLINS: You were once n follower of 
Karl Marx and Hcnr:v George in Victoria. 

At twenty-ftve minutes to 10 o'clock, 
The CHAIR:llA;>[ resumed the chair. 

Mr. ::VIORGA).[: My friend is not correct. 
I never as a follower >Of Kad Marx or Henrv 
George. 'l'hat interjection does not alter 
the fact that what I sav is true. Hon. 
r·embers opposite gloat o'vcr the fact that 
there is a land tax, and sav, "Look what the 
' Courier' will have to pay." I am quite 
"ttisfied that when the land tax is taken 
into considoration throughout the whole of 
the State, it is tho tenant who pays it, and 
not the property-owner. The fact of this 
increased taxation being placed upon the 
people doos not mean that it· is the capitalist 
who is bearing the burdon of inereased taxa
tion. It is the working class which is bear
ing it. I have heard the hon. member for 
Bowen say that the working classes paid all 
taxation, and, if that is true, they are going 
to pay the extra taxation which the Govern· 
men is putting on. 

Mr. WILSON : If that is so, why did the 
Upper House refuse to pass the Bill? 

Mr. MORGAN: I am here to represent 
the working classes, the same as other classes, 
and I say that it is wrong to put all the 
taxation upon the working classes. Property. 
owners know that they have to pass it on 
to the tenants. No one opposed the increase 
of fares and freights more than the Minister 
for Lands. I supported him when he spoke 
against it while in Opposition, because I 
thought he was genuine. But the moment 
he got in the Government, with pay and 
power, ne was the first to put on increased 
freights and fares. 

An OPPOSITION MEMBER : He only wanted it 
on under 4-ton lots. 

Mr. M ORGAN: He only wanted it on 
under 4-ton lots, because he is .a store· 

keeper. If the hon. member for Maranoa, 
when in opposition, thought that the Go
vernment should decrease freights on the 
necessaries of life, he had a sound logical 
argument when he said that the freights . 
and fares on the country people should be 
reduced. 

'l'he SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : I say 
RO 110\V. 

Mr. M ORGAN: He says so now, and he is 
in a position to demand that what he says 
shall be carried into effect. If he says so 
now, he cannot approve of the policy of the 
Government in increasing fares and freights. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: They 
are not doing it. 

Mr. MORGA~: The Minister is quibbling. 
He knows that they have done it. If he 
ir.quires from the managers of his shops on 
the Western line, they will tell him that 
the price of commodities has gaLe up, and 
one of the rea•cms given by the managers 
of these shops is that it is owing to the fact 
iha t freig-hts have been increased. 

::Yir. PETERSON : Of course, they say so. 

::VIr. MORGA2'<: They are m'anagers for 
the hon. member for 1\larar,oa. (Opposition 
laugh~ "r.) I am verv pleased to see that 
hon. members opposite -recognise that the 
hon. member ":n· J'laL·anoa only carries on 
his business tho same as anybody ehe. 

I now want to deal with land settlement. 
Tho Minister for Lands knows perfectly well 
from' l'l'ports already disclosed that land 
settlement in Queensland is not progressing. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: That 
is true. 

}lr. ::VIORGA).[: The Government tried to 
hoodwink the people by drawing a red 
herring across the trail. One of the reasons 
whv settlement h<ts not increased under the 
present Government is because the perpetual 
leac.e has been introduced. 

A GOVERXMENT ::V1EC\1BER: That is not true. 
The bell indicated that the hon. member's 

tirw· had expired. 

;:vir. ROBERTS (East Toowoomba) : Before 
this Statem·ent of the Treasurer is adopted, 
l want to make some remarks in connection 
with the position which the State finds itself 
in aft<>r two years' administration of the 
Labour Government, and to refer to the 
matter of the sinking fund, for which pro· 
vision was made some years ago in the 
period of the Kidston Government. I 
remember several discussions in this House. 
where the then Opposition, as they termed 
themselves, who are now occupying the 
Treasury benches, contended that it was 
sound finance to make provision for <1 sinking 
fund for our loans. I shall, a little later on, ' 
quote from the remarks which fell from the 
men who now occupy Cabinet rank, but, 
before doing so, I want to refer to a ·book 
which was issued, showing what the Labour 
platform means. On page 25, dealing with 
the mattor of sinking funds, it says-

" The Labour party demands that this 
state of affairs shall cease. It demands 
that definite measures shall be taken to 
wipe out loans as they mature, instead of 
following !.he fatal course of contracting 
new debt~ ir,r order to pay off old ones, 
and contrnurng the payment of interest 
year after year without in any way 
reducing the principal owing. 

Mr. Roberts.] 
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"It is a senseless and suicidal policy 
for the pnblic, and the only beneficiaries 
under it are the financial institutions and 
the mortgage-mongering owners of our 
brge estates, who are mostly absentees. 

" ::'-J o person of intelligence would con
duct his private affairs in such a reckless 
fa.shion, and the Labour party, when in 
power, will promptly put a stop to it. 

" With the imposition of the land tax, 
the cess,tion of public borrowing, the 
inauguration of a sinking fund to redeem 
the public debt, the establishment of a 
State Bank, and the making of advances 
to farmers and miners for the develop
ment of the country, the financial mea
sur<·c· of the Labour party will be com
plete." 

:\fr. WrLcON: Is that the little red book? 

::\1r. ROBERTS : There are sever.l!l: things 
there which this Government have not yet 
'cen fit to c•;tablish, but there is certainly 
one thing there which was established by a 
previous Government which they have seen 
fit on. this occasion to depart from. Among 
the Ministers to whom I refer, I notice that 
the p_roscnt Mi;1ister for Education, speaking 
Ill th1s House m 1910, as reported in " Han
ct:rd." vol. cv., page 869, said-

" If we wish to provide for the ex
tinction of our debt, the proper way to 
do it is to c••tablish a sinking fund, so 
tha.t year after year, in an automatic 
menner, a certain amount may be 
devoted to tho purpo.;e of reducing our 
loan indebtedness." 

On pnge 2975 of " Han-.arcl " for the same 
year Mr. Lennon, now Secretary for Agri
culture, said-

" I\Ty own view is, and always has 
been, that rio Government and no State 
i'l jug.tified in borrowing money and 
increasing its liability without establish
ing some means whereby those loans will 
be met." 

::Ylr. PETERSON : You forget there is a war 
on-different circumstances now. You know 
that as well as we do. 

Mr. ROBERTS : When we see the daily 
appeals made in this State for . recruits, 
unfortunately, we know that there 1s a war 
on. 

Mr. FOLEY: What are you doing here? 

Mr. ROBERTS: I am surprised at a man 
like the hon. member for Mundingburra 
making such an interjection. If I offered 
my services to-morrow, unfortunately I 
would not be accepted. My eyesight,' as 
most hon. members know, is such that I 
would be turned down if I offered my ser
vices, and it would be simply a farce for me 
tu offer to assist the Empire as a soldier. 
But the only son I have has gone to the front. 
He hDs been wounded, and has returned 
again to l!'rance, so far as I know. That 
boy went at the age of eighteen, and he vill 
not be twenty-one until next Friday. 

Mr. FOLEY: Did you send him? 

2\Ir. ROBERTS: He went voluntarily. I 
gave my consent as his father, and his mother 
gave her consent. I think that the hon. 
member must regret his interjection. Com
ing Go deal with the financial position of the 
State, what do we find? We are told that 
the Government expect to get a certain 
amount of money from taxation. On page 
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3 of the Auditor-General's report he shows 
· that the actual receipts from income tax 

were £756,291 16s. 3d., or £56,291 16s. 3d. 
more than the estimated revenue; the 
amount received from !ana tax was £362,534 
lls. 5d.-·£82,534 lls. 5d. more than the esti
mate; and the receipts from stamp duties 
were £321,263 6s. 4d.-£13,263 6s. 4d. more 
than the estimate. I notice that there was 
a decrease of £41,445 3s. 8d. in the receipts 
from lands as compared with the estimate, 
and that the railway receipts were £105,563 
16s. 3d. less than the estimate. Notwith
standing that decrease in the estimated earn
ing of the railways, we find that the expen
diture, which the Government claim to have 
watched very carefully, shows an increase for 
the year of £166,182 13s. 9d. That is to be 
regretted. It shows that the Government 
have not exercised that care with regard to 
the expenditure in this large department 
that they should have shown. 'What used to 
be a somewhat paying department is going 
to be a very serious drag on this State unless 
considerably more careful supervision is 
exerci.,ed by the Government over the expen
diture. A great deal has been said about 
the price of meat and about the effect of 
the establishment of State butchers' shops. 

2\Ir H. L. HARTLEY : You are going to 
have one in Toowoomba. 

Mr. ROBERTS: Well, it will give some 
relief to the people of Toowoomba, even if 
the people are not able to use the shop, If 
it enables them to get more meat. I saw 
some remarks to-day in the " Darling Downs 
Gazette" by one of the leading butchers in 
Toowoomb~, Mr. Watson, who points out the 
seriousness of the position in that district 
with respect to the meat supply. Mr. Watson 
said that three years ago bullocks cost him 
£8 to £8 10s., which meaut m .. at at 7cl. to 
0·d. pP:r· lb., wlF'reus mnv bullocks cost fron1 
£16 10s. to £18, and the retail price of meat 
has increased by 3d. and 4d. per lb. on the 
prices I have mentioned. He further said 
that one firm had closed tliree of their shops 
and another firm had had to close one shop, 
and that, if rain had not come when it did, 
he did not think there would have been one 
shop left in Toowoomba to-day, and he could 
see no relief to the end of November, when, 
probably, the meatworks would stop bnying. 
He also said that he had not made wages 
for the past two months, and the previous 
month he had only made a profit of £5. 

Mr. H. L. HARTLEY: How was it that he 
could not make wages? 

Mr. ROBERTS: The business has not been 
paying. A few days ago I was giving some 
consideration to the matter of the meat 
supply, because it is continually being men
tioned by the gentlemen occupying the 
Government benches, and I communicated 
with the De:Jartment of Labour in Brisbane, 
asking them to give me some information 
with regard to the wages of •the men. I am 
not using this information to endeavour to 
prove that they are not entitled to those 
wages, because the Arbitration Court has 
awarded them, and I accept that award. I 
am using it as one reason for the high price 
of meat. In reply to my inquiry, dated 8th 
October, Mr. Walsh, the Chief Inspector of 
Factories and Shops, wrote-

" Brisbane, 9th October, 1917. 
" Sir,-In response to the request con

tained in your communication of the 
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3th instant I have the honour to for
ward hcrev;ith a copy of each induetri~l 
award affecting the meat industry m 
Toowoomba, ismed since the introduc
tion of tlw Wages Board Act of 1908. 

"I have not anv ver) definitt~ statis
tics as to hours aLd ~,raies paid prior to 
the issue of the Jint award, but th<' 
aJ:'mal report o: thi, department for 
t!hl yc<>r end·d 30th June, 1909, shows 
an a\ ._,·age wage paid to butchers o ;c•r 
nYenty-oDe yerus of age, in Too
woomba, of £2 2s. ld. per week, the 
ordlnary \Vorking hours varying fron1 
fifty to .ixty per ;vcek." 

[ know that of my own knowledge. I know 
the butchers in Toowoomba, and I know 
that they have worked long hours. 

:Yh-. H. L. HARTLEY : When was that? 

Mr. ROBERTS: In 1909. I find that there 
have b~en a series of a wards since then. In 
~L\;9 the first shopman got £3 a week, and 
the eccond shopman £2 10s., with £2 5s. for 
~-L "1eral batchers and £2 12s. 6d. for other 
hands. The hours were then reduced to 
fifty-eight per week. In 1913 the wages were 
increased under the four headings to £3 10s., 
£5 5s., £2 9s., .and £2 15s., and the hours 
l"c'm:Jined nt fifty-eight per week for summer 
and fiftv-six in winter. The next increase 
was in l917, when the hours were reduced 
to forty-eight. and the wagea were fixed at 
£3 15s. and £3 5s. under two headings only. 
These rates only apply to the retail butcher 
.-hops. 

The PRE].1IER : \Vb.::t ...:!.0 urm want to prove? 

J.Ir. ROBERTS: That it is going to add 
tv the cost of meat. Taking the question of 
,>pprentices, they started in 1913 at 16s. for 
the first year, £1 1s. for the second year, 
£1 6s. for the third year, and £1 10s. for 
tlw fourth 'car. In 1917 these rates were 
inc,·oa,od to £1 for the first year, £1 5s. 
for the second year. £1 10s. for the third 
yt•ar, and £2 for the frurth year. Then, 
again, "·J find that in connection with the 
slaughtermen, they received increases, and 
all this adds to the cost of the employer, and 
he passe,; it on to the consumer. In 1913 
the slaughterman rec;oived £3 and his as
sistant £2 Ss. Thev had a series of rises 
since that time untif 1917, when the slaugh
terman was awarded £3 17s. 6d., and his 
• ssisrant £3 Ss. ·what I contend, so far as 

1 he State shop, are concerned, is this : they 
get the meat at a fixed price--a price which 
they have fixed themselves, and which has 
been referred to many times in this House 
as ·b2ing l~d. less than they are charging to 
the British Government. They come into 
~ompetition with men who are already estab
lished in business, and what is the result? 
.\s I point0d out earlier in my remarks, 
nm•1bers of private shops have been closed 
up and numbers of men thrown out of 
employment. 

The PREMIER : Are you arguing against 
:"tatc .shops? 

Mr. ROBERTS: I am not arguing against 
Si 4te shops so long as they compete on busi
ne9s lines. If the State made reasonable 
arrangements whereby meat could be secured 
for thc•9e private shops, then they could 
rompete· successfully with the State. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: What about the poor 
pastoralist? 

Mr. ROBERTS: I .do not know that he 
would suffer to any great extent. I rem em
ber that, in the earlier stages of the war, 
there was an offer made on behalf of the 
pastoralist;s, and I r,,gret that that offer was 
not acceptc'd. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: The hon. member for 
\Vide Bay made an offer. 

Mr. ROBERTS: I notice some remarks 
ma·de by the hon. member for Balonne m 
Lis speech last night.. It is n~t often that 
that hon. gentleman mtcrfercs m any other 
el<>:torate. I think, if he had been fully 
cized of the position, he would no! have 

adchessed himself in the way he d1d last 
night in reference to the hoepital at Too
\hJClnba. I noticed his remarks in the ad
vaiH·•.'d copy of "Hansard" just issued, and 
ho makes certain statements there that cannot 
bo borne out. The Home Secretary, in the 
absence of the Premier, accepted an invita
tion to visit Toowoomba on Saturday last, 
and he received a deputation in connection 
with the Toowoomba Hospital. That deputa
tion reprncnted the citizens of Toowoomba 
w·ho have undertaken to make a special effort 
{o rig-ht the finances of that noble inotitu
tion. cIf I had known it would be necessary 
to refer to this matter, I would have got the 
figures which we>re supplied to the Home Sec
retarv but I have looked up the Press report. 
and r"o~nd the figures that were supplied to th!' 
Home Secretarv on Saturday last. The posi
tion 'rhich th~ Toowoomba Hospital finds 
itself in financially is not beL omse of the 
tn atment of patients within its a1:ea, but _by 
reason of the larg-e number of patients whwh 
came from outsi-d-e the Toowoomba collecting 
area. In 1917 the numbc.r of patients which 
c~me to the Toowoomba hospital outside the 
collecting- area \\as as follows :-_On the 
Western line, 144; on the Southern !me, 2?; 
on the South-western line, 25; on the Brls
}vme line, 25: and 20 others from outs\de 
the State altogether. From towns wh10h 
ha"l'e got hospit tls in the;r centres, the fol
lowing patients were received :-From Ch?-r
leville 14 · from Adavale, 11; from Chm
< !1illa.' 12 :' from the \Varwick -district, 10; 
from Roma 16; from Dalbv, 21. We esti
mate 6s. pc{· day n· the cost of a p~tient in 
the Toowoomha Hospital, and I t)unk that 
that will compare favourably w1th other 
institutions. That means that thooe extr.a 
patients cost the Toowoomba Ho~pital £1,907. 
They received in fees £468, lcavmg £1.439 to 
be found by the generosity of the s~bscribers 
to the Toowoomba Hospital. All th1s was put 
before the Home Secretary very clearly 
and lucidlv last Satur-day. Then another 
r;·entleman 'put forward the eJaim tha.t Too
woomba should get bett01· treatment as a 
base hospital, mentioning that three years ago 
Townsville got £1,250 per year, and for the 
l:st two years £1,000 per y0:.tr; and that 
Rockhampton got £1,000 each ;;_c<:r for the 
last three yearo. That is the pos1t10n. Take 
1916. In that year the people in the To'?
woomba district subscribed on behalf of the1r 
hospital no less than £3.072. and we fin~J t~at 

the subscriptions in Townsv1lle 
[10 p.m.] amounted to £1,802, and in Rock-

hampton the amount w.as £1,_6~5. 
T am not saying this in any carpmg spn1t, 
but just to show that the people of 'foo
woomba have well supported their hosprtal. 
'fh0 '!mount subscribed in Townsviiie dur
ing 1916 was £500 lpss than in the previo:ts 
vear · in Rockhampton it was £200 less, wh1le 
, ' Mr. Roberts.] 
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Tom•omnba had an increase of £150. That 
goes a long way to show that Toowoomba 
haF done very well for the sick who come 
within the reach of the Toowoomba hospital. 
In addition to that, the average number of 
patient·, at the 'l'opwoomba hospital was 109, 
at Townsvillc 83, and at Rockhampton 64. 
These facts were put very fully before the 
Home Secretary by that deputation. I was 
not prC'pared to deal with the matter to
night, but I think, in justice to the district, 
and seeing the remarks that were made by 
the hon. member for Balonne, I am quite 
'':ithin my rights in emphasising the posi
twn. The people of Toowoomba propose, 
and -I ha •·e every reason to think they will be 
c:ucce-•ful. to raise he a special effort between 
now and December a sum of £1,500, which 
will help to put the hospital financiallv 
right for th0 time being, and we hope that 
the Governnwnt will see fit to put us in the 
positicn of a base bc,•pital, so that we may 
continue the work which has been so success
fully done for a number of years in regard 
to aiding people who are suffering serious 
ill nos,. 

The PRE)JJER : Your o•.Yn Government 
turned you ·down. 

:\1r. ROBERTS: We are able now to snow 
a much stronger ca.se than \Ve were when we 
went to what the Premier terms "our own 
GovPrnment." But I would remind the hon. 
gentlf'm,•n that the Government is the Go
vernment of the Shtc at all times. and this 
Government, in particular, I understand, is 
alwnys out to aid the side 

The l'R..:~IIER : \V ould you indicate whether. 
in the event of the Opposition getting into 
powel' at t.he next elections. thev would make 
Toowoomba a base hospital? · 

Mr. ROBERTS: I quite anticipate that if 
that question is still in abevance-I hope 
berause of its importance that' it will not be 
-if it is still in abeYance, I think the Premier 
will more trickily answer that question than 
I am able to. 

De.aling with the financial position. I can 
'ee nothing on which the Government can 
congratulate tbem,,e]ves. I feel confident 
that the State as a whole will certainly be 
distrustful, and will be quite ready to give 
an emphatic pronouncement at the ballot-box 
at the fir,t opportunity. I may say that, as 
far as my political experience goes. I bad 
the misfortune to enter this House in 1907 
and the then Liberal Government were ab!~ 
to carry on the affairs of the country. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: Were you a Labour 
man then? 

Mr. ROBERTS: No. 

Hon. J. A. FrHELLY: \V ere you never a 
Labour man? 

Mr. ROBERTS: I will not say that, but 
I entered this House as a supporter of the 
I{idston Government. 

Hon. J. A. FrHELLY : Did you sign the 
Labour platform? 

Mr. ROBERTS: Yes. Whatever the posi
tion then was, it has been fully explained 
to the people interested in my presence here, 
and there is no need to repeat what hap
penPd ten years ago. It is one of those silly 
statements made by way of interjection. I 

[Mr. Roberts. 

am ·dealing with the financial position of this
Government in contrast with the position of 
the Government which I had the privilege of 
snpporting years ago. Taking the last thret• 
years of the Deuharn Government, we find 
that the surpluses wer<' as follows :-1912-
1913, £6,115 lls. Sd.; 1913-1914, £10,742 15·. 
3d. ; 1914-1915, £3,259 Os. 2d. And in 1915-
16, the first year after this Government came 
into power, they showed in their Financial 
Statement a credit balance of £34,791 17s. 
4d. ; but it will be remembered that when 
the Auditor-General's report came along. it 
was found that be took exception to that 
statvmont, and showed that if the expenses 
which should have been paid at that tim( 
had been allowed for, that that surplus would 
really ha~'<' been a dcfi.:it of over £100,000. 
That was ·a fairh· strong thing for the people 
of QuPm"land to hav.o to face in the first 
vear oF the Labour Government. vVe find 
that at the end d this vear the debit balancr· 
is at least £253.000. The locs on the railways 
alone is £737,000, and that reminds me that 
th0 RailwaY Commissioner has made some 
fairly f-itrong remarks in connection with this 
n1atter. 

Hon .• J. A. FrHELI.Y: The freights are too 
low, he says. 

~h. ROBEHTS: On page 5 of his report, 
the Comrniec;ioner, dealing with the net 
l'.PVClllH'. ::;:ay·-

" "\fter paying all working expenses 
th.re is a net reYenue of £837,780, which 
is requal to £2 1s. 5ld. per centum on the 
total capital expended on opened .and 
unopened line'. This sum was insufficient 
by £734,997 to provide working e;';pcnses 
and interest charges for the year. 

" In anticipating the prospects for the 
financial vear of 1916-17 I estimated. 
exclusive df Ethcridge Railway. the gross 
earningR at £3.928,799, the w'penditure 
at £2.838.507. and the interest bill at. 
£1,556,777. which meant a loss on th<> 
year's working of £456,485." 

As I <a•·. tho' is a YPry big ite· 1. Then we 
turn io \nge 6. and ht' gives four reasons for 
this reduced revenue. One of those is floods. 

\Ve cannot blame anybody in 
[10 p.m.] that re,.pcct; it iR to be rC'-

g-rettcd. Sometimes we have a 
drought nnd people lose what they hav~, 
and at otlwr times we have floods. In th1s 
case the Commissioner says they occurred 
in all three divisions of the State. Reason 
Xo. 2 is the coal strike, "which compelled 
me to reduce the services during the month~ 
of November and December." No. 3 is 
industrial troubles, and No. 4 is reduction 
in shipping, so that of those four reasons. 
two are industrial, a ]though I understand 
that the Government c;aimed that when the:;
got into office tb0y would settle all of them 
satisfactorily. 

We had one m· two rPferences to-day to the 
guarantee rajhva:vs; the Government have 
taken the credit for wiping out the 
guarantee. I notice that the Commissioner 
makes ,. referC>nee to the matter on page 7. 
He points out the loss in his revenu(', and 
says-

" Subsequent results would. therefore. 
indicate that SOC1le such system is really 
ncc<',gary if it is intended t{) regard the 
workings of su0h linPs as a cornmercial 
und0rtaking." 
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N ov,,·, we kno"\v tlu t ~he GoYernn1ent soiue
timE-, act on the ach·ice of their Commis
sioner. 

'I11e PRD,lER: Do you agree with that? 

:'Ir. ROBERTS: Perhaps that is a feeler; 
perh,_ ps the Govermncnt have the intention 
of recon·i lering this matter eithe16 bv a 
bettern1cnt tax or son1ething elBe \vhit?h 
mi!l'ht not be called a guarantee. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: You supported the 
betterment tax. 

:::VIr. ROBERTS: Xo, I was not in the 
House. Lon6· before I came into the House 
the betterment tax had gone by the board. 

The PRE1I!>;;R: Do :·ou want the guarantee 
sy•,tem rcmtrocluccd l 

:Ylr; ROBERTS,: Xo, I am dealing with 
the Connnissione, s re-port, and I au1 sav1n0' 
that this matter-i: it hac n:Jt ah·ead~ 
receh-ed the attention c£ the Government_::_ 
may do so. lt is all YCl'V well to sa v " vV e 
haye wiped out the guarantee prtn'ciple." 
'I'he C;::n:.nnis·"ioner point·;; out the in1nortan~e 
of the matter from the- point oi view of the 
general taxpayer, and eays it \vill haYe to 
recr_.ive consideration. " 

The PRE}IIER: \Yhat do You consider should 
be done? • 

:\fr. RODERTS: I have heard that remark 
before, and if the interjector comes to Too
womnba. \vhen I atn o_lt:;ti?aeering a1·J asks 
a qur stion, I may g1 \·o ::.t so1ue attention. 
\Yhen I \Vas speaking on the ~\_ddrcss in 
Reply. I pointe l out that the Gonrnment 
had entered uvon manv matters which thev 
n~i$'ht v.:e~l haY8 left nfone, •:.ceing the finari
cJal pos1t10n. One of tho"' ,, as the refre>~l
Ireut-roon1". \Ye 2e a reference to it in 
this report. Nothing very much to the 
advat ... tage of the general taxptt17E.r has <:otn9 
about thwugh . hat step. It ceru·.inlv means 
a very l:lrgc l'(· -pon~ibilitv for the L1oinnlis
sioner and ]·is staff. but f do not think that 
any hon. mmnbe1· is going to ~:1y that the 
rcfre,hment-rooms have been in any way im
proved. 

The HmiE SECRETARY : Thev are certainly 
improved at Toowoomba. • 

Mr. ROBERTS: That is certainlv not the 
experience that I gather has been· obtained 
by people who frequent them as travellero. 
\Ve find that one of the businesses of the 
re~res)lment-rooms is going to be that of a 
drmkmg salooJ'. A ge:1tleman •igns his 
name to a letter in the paper to-dav 
to the effect that liquor is being sold 
.after 11 o'clock a:· night at the Central 
Station, when we know that all licensees 
have to close their ha rs. vVe have also seen 
an imtance of th.tt in connection with the 
hotel at Babinda, where the revenue is being 
largely drawn from the sale of liquor, 
although when they foreehadowed the build
ing of the hotel they told us that thev were 
going to make provision for accommodation. 
But there has been very little result in that 
regard so far as we can see. 

We find again that the Commissioner is 
evidently recognising that the huo-e extent of 
the railways will require som~ different 
method of working. I find on page 30 of the 
report a rather strong statement. He makes 
a suggestion. I do not know whether the 
Go:·ernment are going to act upon it. though 
seemg th,-,t the Minister for Railways has 
not spoken yet he may if he speaks at a 
later stage give us some indication of what 
they are likely to do. He suggests that the 
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principle of co-operation might be extended. 
That, we know, nearly led to a stoppage of 
\vo::k .:;on1e feiY \Yeeks ago. 1b0re was a 
conference and nltimately, I believe, the 
J.lini:Ster \\'as sucrc~.sful 111 coining to an 
understanding. The Commi,sioner is asking 
for eYen something further in this regard-

,, :vluch might be done in this direction 
by extending the co-operative system 
\Yhich has been in operation for some 
time in connection with the moulders' 
work in Ipswich shops, and of which 
they thoroughly approve. For instance, 
there is nothing to prevent the men at 
the vari'ous goods depots, workshops, 
engine sheds, carriage sheds, maintenance 
and raihvay construction 'VIrorks, etc., 
for1ning themselves into co-operative 
groups much to their own advantage and 
to the benefit of the department; tender
ing for the work under a butty gang 
cvstem. This would mean payment by 
re•cult~"" 

There is many a man in business to-day in 
Queensland who wculd like his business to 
be run on those !inn. In our arbitration 
awards they do not make provision, as they 
do in Victoria in many instances, whereby 
men may get a reasonable rate for their 
work. 

Mr. H. L. HARTLEY: Boiled down, it is a 
cwculing rata. 

?fr. RCDERTS: If it is a sweating rate, 
I hope t!w Govc•rnment will not adopt the 
'ystt m, as I do not want to see a sweating 
rate introduced. The Commissioner says-

" This would mean payment by results, 
and would give men a chance to use 
their brains as well as their muscles, 
and would, in my opinion, to a great 
rxtcnt reduce political influence and 
do·ninecring unionism." 

\Ye on this side of the House say that the 
:,Iinister for Rail ways lost control of the 
department. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The Govern
ment lost control of you when you supported 
them. 

:Mr. ROBERTS: In what way? 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You said 

that if Mr. Kidoton imposed a land tax you 
would sever your connection with him 
straight away. 

Mr. ROBERTS: As a supporter of Mr. 
Kidston, I supported his policy that there 
should be no land tax, and I asked the 
people of Toowoomba to give me their sup
port on that policy. And I said that if he 
introduced a Bill of that kind I would oppose 
it, because it was againct his policy. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Why did 
you change your attitude in a couple of 
weelc? 

:\fr. ROBERTS: The change to which the 
hon. gentleman refers was made after three 
years. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Not three 
years ; three weeks. 

'Ylr. ROBERTS: The Minister wants to 
draw me away from the fact that the unions 
haYe got control of the department. The 
Commissioner says that political influence 
and domineering unionism would be reduced 
if the system he suggests were adopted. 

The PREMIER : He is referring to the 
Terrors Creek line and those land trans
actions at Warwick. 

Mr. Roberts.] 
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Mr. ROBERTS: I think he is referring 
to those terrors whom the Premier met in 
conference at the Executive Buildings-the 
representatives of the railway strikers in the 
North. They were able to dominate the 
Premier on that occasion. Notwithstanding 
the fact that the hon. gentleman had stated 
in the public Press that they had no justifi· 
cation for refusing to work, when they came 
to Brisbane and met him in conference, they 
were able to domineer him to the extent 
that he agreed to submit the matter to 
further arbitration, although the strike had 
been an illegal one, having been resolved 
upon in a way which was against the rules 
providing for such cases; and he even 
agreed to submit to some one the question 
as to whether they should be paid for the 
period during which they were on strike. 
That is the domineering way in which they 
got over the Premier, the Treasurer, and the 
other gentlemen representing the Govern· 
me_nt on that occasion. Only a portion of the 
umons took a ballot, and the rest followed. 
The Premier, in speaking on the Requisition 
of Ships Bill last week, said the shipping 
companies ha·d established a lockout. Yet a 
delegate at the Seamen's Union meeting 
yesterday publicly stated to his fellow
unionists that thPrc was no lockout. but that 
the men had dcliheratelv gone out in snn· 
pathy with the S_vdney ·men v;ho were· on 
strike. \Ve on this sio<' contended that the 
ships stopped running because when thev 
arrived in Brisbane the s••amen left the ships. 

Dealing with a broader question, I should 
like to ask the Government in what wav 
workmen have benefited under the presetit 
Government as compared with their position 
under the previous Government? 

The PREMIER: They have cheap meat, 
State insurance, and treatment of miners' 
phthisis. 

Mr. ROBERTS: We know the men have 
better wages, but it is not the Government 
who have given them those better wages. It 
is the Arbitration Court, which has decided 
that under existing conditions the wages of 
those men are to be increased. As far as 
work is concerned, notwithstanding the fact 
that a large number of m'en are away on 
account of the war, it is much more difficult 
now for men to get employment than it was 
formerly. Brisbane is a shade better off 
in that respect than some other places. by 
reason of the fact that a large number of 
soldiers have drifted to the metropolis. But 
what is the position in Toowoomba? The 
Toowoomba foundry had a flourishing busi
ness in 1914-15, and representations were 
made to the then Minister for W arks by the 
foundry companies of Queensland. asking for 
similar conditions to those which prevailed 
in New South Wales, Victoria, and Western 
Australia, and that was recommended by 
Judge Dickson. When dealing with the 
question of fixing engineers' wages Judge 
Dickson said that if the matter ~as sub
mitted to him, he would consider the ques
tion of making a fresh award in connection 
with agricultural machinery similar to that 
which existed in the other States. The 
foundry company at Toowoomba. as well as 
of other towns in Queensland were anxious to 
establish the manufacture 'of agricultural 
machinery in Queensland and thev told 
the Minister for W arks that advantage' might 
be taken of Judge Dickson's suggestion, and 
asked that he might be requested to make a 
rE'cC!mmendation. What was the result? The 
engmeers' union got hold of the Treasurer-

[Mr. Roberts. 

another instance of domineering unionism 
which the Commissioner for Railways talks 
about-and the Minister would not put the 
question to the judge. Notwithstanding that 

he had given an award for 
[10.30 p.m.] engineers having in his mind 

that, as it applied to agricul
tural machinery and implement making, a 
special award would be given, yet this 
Minister for \Vorks, at the request of several 
unionists. refused to allow the matter to be 
submitted to the judge. This agricultural 
machinery is being made in t·he other States 
of the Commonwea~th, and the firm at 
Toowoomba which employed from 300 to 
400 men are, unfortunately, only now employ
ing fifty. That is one instance, and we could 
give others. What do we find in connection 
with this domineering unionism at Dunwich? 
\Ve have heard a great deal about this 
Government looking after the poor and 
distressed. I visited Dunwich yesterday, and 
found several old men there complaining of 
the action of this Government. I said, 
"\Vhat is the matter: surely you are getting 
all vou want under a Labour GoYernment ?" 
They appeared to look upon the late Home 
Secretary, Mr. Appel, and his Government•, 
as the right people for Dunwich. They gave 
me the names of six or seven old men who 
used to do odd jubs about the institution, 
for which they got from £2 to £3 per month, 
but they are not allowed to get rt now. I 
went to the \Vorks Office, and found that, 
under the system of unionism, all these old 
men were to be cut out from doing this 
necessary work in the institution. If a 
hinge has to be put on a door, or a bolt on 
a window, a tradesman from Brisbane has 
to be sent, and it will take him a dav to 
go down and a day to come back. T'hese 
old men are well able to do the work, as 
they are old tradesmen, some of whom, 
through sickness, struck bad times and ulti
matelv drifted to Dunwich. But the Govern
nwnt ·sa vs that nobod'< but unionists must 
be employed, and it is' doing these old men 
out of £2 or £3 a month, We have the same 
thing at Willowburn Asylum in Toowoomba. 
There are tradesmen there, but this domin
eering unionism has made the place so hot 
that all these men are passed over now to 
the W arks Department. 

Mr. DUNSTAN: The so-called domineering 
unionism: would obviate men going to 
Dunwich. 

Mr. ROBERTS: I fail to see what they 
are doing in that regard. 

The bell indicated that the hon. member's 
time had expired. 

The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN re
ported progress, and the Committee obtained 
leave to sit again to-morrow. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

The PREMIER : I move--That this 
House do now adjourn. The business to
morrow will be the continuation of the 
debate on the Financial Statement, to be 
followe<;i. by the second readings, Local 
Authontres Act Amendment Bill, the 
Pharmacy Bill, and the Public W arks Land 
Resumption Act Amendment Bill, respec
tively, and the rest of the business as it 
appears on the sheet. 

Question put and passed. 

The House adjourned at twenty-four 
minutes to 11 o'clock. 




