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1030 Questions.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

Tuespay, 11 SepremBrr, 1917.

The SPEAKER (Hon. W. McCormack, Cairns)
took the chair at half-past 3 o’clock.

PAPLER.
The following paper, laid on the table, was
ordered to be printed:—
Additional regulations under the Dis-
charged Soldiers’ Settlement Act of
1917.
QUESTIONS.

Hours aND RAtES OF PAY 0OF RAILWAY
ENGINE-DRIVERS.
Mr. ARMFIELD (Musgrave) asked the
Secretary for Railways—

“1. What are the number of hours
worked by the railway engine-drivers at
each of the following centres:—Bunda-
berg, Maryborough, and Gympie, from
the Ist July to the 26th Atgust of this
year?

‘2. What were the number of hours
paid at overtime rates at each of the
centres named ?

8 What was the cost of such over-
time at each centre?

“4. What were the hours of overtime
worked by the guards stationed at the
centres named; and the cost of such
overtime ?

“5. What number of drivers and
guards are stationed at each of these
centres named ?

“6. How many shunters have passed
their necessary examination and waiting
to“be promoted to the position of guard?

7. How many of these shunters have
been engaged shunting for three years ?”’

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
replied—

‘1. Bundaberg, 11,328% hours; Mary-
borough, 23,780 hours; Gympie, 11,5544
hours.

“2. Bundaberg, 2,107f hours; Mary-
borough, 4,377 hours;2 Gympie, l,8g8
hours.

8. Bundaberg, £286 12s. 4d.; Mary-
lgor%tcllgh, £622 0s. 3d.; Gympie, £260
s. &d.

“ 4. Bundaberg—(a) 1,023} hours; (b
£118 13s. 5d. Maryborugh—a) 77(2%
hours: () £97 17s. 3d Gympie--

(a) 5383 hours; (b) £66 18s. 5d.
5. Bundaberg—Drivers, 22; guards,
16.  Maryborough—Drivers, 62; guards,
1:.‘ Gympie—Drivers, 29; guards, 23,
‘6. Bundaberg, 3; Maryborough, 8;
Gympie, 2.

“7. Bundaberg, 3; Maryb ;
Gympie, 2.5 g aryborough, 8;

[Hon. 4. J. Jones.
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Questions. -

DISTRESS IN MACKAY.
Mr. SWAYNI (Mirani) asked the Chief
Secretary—

“If he will take immediate steps to
relieve the distress in Mackay, where,
through the stoppage of water-borne
traffic, they are beccming short of the
necessaries of life?”

The PREMIER (Hon. T. J. Ryan, Barcoo)
replied—

‘I have already taken such steps, and
T have been informed by the hon. mem-
ber for Mackay (Mr. Forgan Smith),
that he is in receipt of the following
telegram to-day from the mayor of
Mackay, viz.:—

Thanks Premier’s offer bring sup-
plies from Rockhampton two boats
arriving from Townsville to-morrow
will relieve position somewhat. Have
handed your telegram Traders’ Asso-
ciation for action.”

GoverNyENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!
Mr. BEBBINGTON : After notice of this ques-
tion was given. (Government laughter.)

Mg. DisH AND PROSERPINE MIiL DISPUTE.

Mr. SWAVNE asked the Chief Secretary—
“Whe and what is the Mr, Dash to
whom the manager of the Proserpine
Mill states the Government has referred
the matter of the industrial dispute
there 7’
The PREMIER replied—
““This question is evidently based on
false information.”

DISMISSAL AND RFAPPOINTMENT OF MR.
EASTCRAB.
Mr. CORSER (Burnett) asked the Secretary
for Railways—

“1. Has a gentleman, by name Mr.
Eastcrab, been dismissed from the
Queensland Railways by the Commis-
sioner, since the last general conference
of the Railway Union, for failing to
report for duty or for other causes?

“2, Who is responsible for his reap-
pointment ?”’

The SECRETARY
replied— .

“1. No. Mr. Eastcrab has not been
dismissed. He applied for extended
leave without pay, which was not
granted, and as he had taken up duties
outside the department, his name was
removed from the books.

“ 2., He has not been reappointed.”

FOR RAILWAYS

Apvances oN Suear HeLp 1IN STORES.

Mr. SMITH (Mackay) asked the Chief
Secretary, without notice—

“1f he has received any reply from the
Prime Minister of the Commonwealth to
the telegram sent last week about
advances payable on sugar held in stores
and mills?”

The PREMIER replied: I may inform
the hon. gentleman that I have received a
telegram from the Prime Minister to-day,
readirg as follows:—

“ Your telegram 6th. Have arranged
with Colonial Sugar Refining Company
niake advances against sugar prior to
shipment so as to give necessary accom-
modation to enable millers to continue
crushing operations and to pay for cane
and wages.” .

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!



Motion for

AUDITOR-GENERAL’S REPORT.

Hown. J. TOLMIE (Toowoomba) asked the
Chief Secretary, without notice—

‘“ When the Auditor-General’s report
is likely to be presented, as we were told
about three weeks ago that it would be
ready in a day or two?”

The PREMIER replied—
“I understand that the Auditor-
General’s report will be ready early in
QOctober.”’

MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT.

STOPPAGE OF PRODUCING INDUSTRIES IN
NORTH QUEENSLAND.

The SPEAKER: T have to report to the
House that I have received the following
letter from the hon. member for 3irani,
Mr. B. B, Swaryne—

11th September, 1917.
“The Speaker, Legislative Assembly,
Queensland.

“Dear Mr. Speaker,—I desire to give
vyou notice, in accordance with Standing
Order No. 135, when the House meets
this afterncon for the conduct of public
business, I shall move the adjournment
of the House for the purpose of debating
a definite matter of urgent public impor-
tance.—viz., the distress occasioned by
the stoppage of producing industries
in North Queensland during the opera-
tions of the seamen’s strike.

“I am, dear Mr. Speaker,
“Yours sincerely,
“HB. B. SwAvNE.”’

Mr. SWAYNE (ifirani): In accordance
with the notice you have just received, I
beg to move—That the House do now
adjourn.

More than five members having risen in
their places in support_of the motion,

Mr. SWAYNE said : In moving this motion

am not doing it with any desire to
embarrass the Government. (Loud Govern-
ment laughter.) I may point out that
through the industrial deadlocks that have
lately obtained the Opposition has treated
the Government with the utmost forbear-
ance. So long as we were satisfied or had
any reason to think that they intended to
deal with the crisis on constitutional lines,
we refrained from any ecriticism, and did
not do_anything to hamper them by word
or deed. 1 think it is only right to impress
that upon the House, in order that it may
be embodied in ‘“Hansard.” It shows the
manner in which the Opposition dealt with
the position, as they carefully refrained from
any criticism that is likely to make the
Government’s work harder in dealing with
these matters. However, the matter has now
become so acute that in justice to those
whom 1 represent—in fact” I may say in
justice to the whole State—~I think it now
my duty to give Parliament an opportunity
of discussing the position that has arisen
in the hope that through our united advice
and through the debate that will ensue some
satisfactory solution of it will be offered.
The position is this—not only is the North in
absolute neced of the necessaries of life in
many Instances—we know of towns that are
short of flour at the present time—not only
has that obtained, but it has gone further:
the big industries on which they depend for
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their ability to buy food, and upon which
Australia depends for the supply of these
necessaries of life, are on the verge of being
hung up. As showing what the position is,
I would like to read some telegrams verifying
all that I say in regard to the stress that
there obtains. I may say that last week I
received a telegram from one of the mills
pointizig out that the farmers had been
called together and asked if they would
accept half the award prices for their cane.
They are also out of sacks, which threatens
a total stoppage in the near future. On the
strength of that, I asked the Premier a ques-
tion without notice last Thursday. At that
time the Government seemed to be quite
without purpose in dealing with the matter.
I asked the Premier whether he would do
~nything to relieve the position, and really
T think that that question might have been
answered last Thursday without keeping me
waiting four days for a reply as to whether
he would do anything to relieve the posi-

tion or not. Then again, since Thursday
last, I recceived a telegram from the
Secretary  of the Traders’ Association at

Mackay, reading—

“ Get steamer despatched with food
supplies for Mackay. Position very
serious.”

Then again, on Saturday night I received
an urgeut wire from one of the mills here
reading—

“ Marian mill out of sugar sacks; none
procurable in Queensland. Will have to
close down five days from date. Urge
you endeavour to arrange transit of
sacks from Sydney to Gladstone, prevent
wholesale unemployment of men and
sorious loss to farmers during most pro-
fitable month year. All mills district
similarly affected.—S. Watt, Secy.”

As accentuating the position that has now
arisen, I find the Premier has wired to the
Prime Minister quoting Mr. Watt’s telegram.
That shows that he had began to realise the
seriousncss of the position. Further down
in the zame column there is this statement—

“Mr. Ryan also referred to the gues-
tion of advances against sugar stored in
a mill, and said that on June 27 he had
telegraphed to the Prime Minister as
follows : —¢ Deputation of sugar-growers
at Mackay urges speedy completion of
arrangement to ship raw sugar from
Mackay. They also urge that advances
be made against sugar stored in mills
and in shipping sheds. Position is very
acute. I strongly urge you to accede to
their requests.””

The report also states that Mr. Ryan sent
an additional wire dealing with the subject,
urging that the Commonwealth Government
should consider the advisability of making
advance: against sugar stored in the mill
to enable crushing to be continued. Those
wires amply confirm my contention that the
position in the North is most severe. When
the Premier sent that telegram to Mr.
Hughes, the time was more than past when
something should be done to meet the dif-
fieulty which compelled mills to break awards
and pay their cane suppliers only 10s. in the
£1. although at the time perfectly solvent,

‘as is shown by the Auditor-General, in his

last annual report, Referring to the Plane
Creek Mill, he said, ‘“The financial position
of the company is sound.” That is what the
Auditor-General said about a mill which has

Ur. Swayne.]
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been reduced to the position of being able to
pay its growers only 10s. in the £1. The State
Government which allowed such a condition
of things to obtain have certainly been
lacking in their duty. In many instances
the employees will, no doubt, be reduced to
a similar condition %o that occupied by the
growers, and it goes without saying that the
position has become so acute that a total
stoppage of the supply of cane for the year
may result. After all that has been done
with regard to food supplies, and with regard
to advances on sugar stored in the mills, the
position has not been half met. With refer-
ence to the food supply, I, in company with
a number of the Upper House, waited on the
Premier as far back as Friday last, and the
hon. gentleman then told us that a small
Government steamer capable of carrying 50
or 60 tons of food supplics would be sent
from Rockhampton. In the meantime, we
find that private enterprise stepped into the
breach, and that two firms—Messrs. Burns,
Philp, and Company and Messrs. Cummins
and Campbell—sent two small steamers with
supplies to Mackay, and thus alleviated the
nosition as far as food supplies are concerned.
But those things are only palliated; the root
of the evil has not been touched, and that
is, the transport of sugar from the producing
districts to the Southern States. This opens
up a wider question than the needs of the
North; it opens up the wider question of the
neads of Australia. Not only are the sugar
producers hampered by present conditions,
but we shall find very soon, unless some
solution of the difficulty is found, that the
people of the South will be short of one of
the absolute necessaries of life. The pro-
ducers and the mills in the North will
shortly have to close down, in spite of the
financial help given them, because they are
short of sacks to put their sugar in; and even
if they receive a supply within a few days
there will still be a difficulty, because they
have reached the limit of their storage. I
made inquiries this morning, and I found
that alongside one wharf in Brisbane there
were 7,000 tons of shipping tied up—empty,
idle, lying there without being used. The
North is blocked up, and the people down
South are wanting that sugar, and yet we
have 7.000 tons of shipping lying useless
alongside the wharf, Can anyone give any
‘good reason why such a state of things should
exist? We know that our civilisation of to-
day depends upon our transport facilities—
upon the means of intercourse between this
State and other States. and between different
parts of the world. What has happened in
Queensland, in spite of the fact that our
transport workers are the most highly paid
of such workers in any part of the world?
This has happened, that the people in the
centre of Queensland are on the verge of
starvation owing to shipping being tied up.
Surely it is time that something was done
to remedy such a state of things. I know
that when such a matter as this is brought
forward the Government take refuge in the
pretest or the subterfuge that we should go
to Mr. Tughes or to the National Govern-
ment. - This is no time, when we are fighting
for our very existence, for any Government
to stend upon their rights in that manner.
This is a fime when party feeling should not
obtain. I do not care whether the State
Government belonged to one party and the
Commonwealth  Government = belonged to
another party, I contend that it is not right
for them to shelter themselves beneath the

[Mr. Swayne.
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plea that this is a matter which belongs to the
functions of another Government, and say,
“This is the other fellow’s work.”” It is the
duty of the State Government to sec that the
shipping lying useless in Queensland ports, at
a time when the whole world is so short of
shipping, that every ton of shipping we have
at our disposal is properly utilised, and not
left lying here week after week unused. I have
opened the subject up. Unfortunately, I am
the only member cn this side of the House
representing the North, but I say that it is
up to the unlucky thirteen members opposite
who represent Northern electorates to give
some indication that they realise the serious-
ness of the position of their constituents at
the present time, and to show that ther are
prepared to do something to relieve that
position—if necessary to break the trammels
of party fesling and party discipline in order
to see that something is done to relieve the
North in its time of dire distress. This is
not a matter affecting one town only; it
affects the whole of the North, and will
shortly affect the whole of Australia as far
as'one of the necessaries of life is concerned,
if something is not done to relieve the pre-
sent deadlock—or blockade—if I may call 1t
such, to which the North is subjected. It is
about up to those men to sink all party
feeling and to unite in offering a solution
of the difficulty. If that solution involves
the breaking away from some of their party
ties and party feelings, still it is their duty
to take whatever action is necessary.

Mr. Forey: In the same way as you break
away from your party ties.

Mr. SWAVYNE: I never allow party feel-
ing to tie my hands. (Government laughter.}
No; I do not. Time after time, when I
have considered it my duty to those I repre-
sent, I have voted against my party. I have
never allowed my sympathies to be gagged
by party feeling. It is up to some members
on the other side to show that they ‘can
subordinate party feeling when occasion re-
quires it. At any rate, I think it will be
admitted that I have opened up a most
important question and have shown that the
position in the North is most acute, and,
further, that the whole of Australia will
suffer shortly if something is not done to
see that the shipping on the Australian
coast is utilised. I move the adjournment
of the House for the purpose of discussing
this subject.

How, J. G. APPEL (Albert): Just a few
words in seconding the motion moved by the
hon. member for Mirani. I think the thanks
of the community are due to the hon. mem-
ber for the action which he has taken this
afternoon. There is no question about it,
that this particular industry which has been
affected, and is being affected at the present
time, by the dislocation which the hon. mem-
ber has spoken about is one of the most
important industries of Queensland, and one
of the most important of the primary indus-
tries of the Commonwealth. That it has been
deleteriously affected by the present indus-
trial disturbances is unquestionable, and the
cause js, as has been stated by the hon.
member for Kirani, that a certain section
of the community, who are amongst the high-
est paid of the workers of the community,
have disregarded an award which has been
made in_their favour, and are breaking the
law, and thus injuring this most important
industry and affecting a large number of the
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members of the community. Owing to those
breaches of the law by that section of the
community, many of our people have been
unable to obtain the necessary stores to
enable them to live, and this great industry,
-whose working season is now on, is being
affected by the fact that they are unable to
obtain mill stores. That that is so is known
to every member of the community, and yet
the Premier and hon. gentlemen who sit with
him on the Treasury bench have by their
lack of action contributed to this state of
affairs, and that should, to my mind, hold
them up to the reprobation of the general
body of the electors of Queensland.
Mr. Corpins: More window-dressing.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: It is useless for hon.
members on that side of the House to talk
about window-dressing. We have legislation
apon the stutute-book dealing with concilia-

_ tion and arBitration, and awards

[4 p.m.] have been made, and, despite the

. fact that the legislation itself is of
the special Lrand of hon. members opposite,
breaches of those awards are being daily
made: but the Government. which should
insist that. so far as every section of the com-
munity it concerned, the law should be
obeyed. is sitting idly and ealmly by taking
no action, and allowing these things to occur.

Myr. Bocker: Why?

Hox. J. G. APPEL: Why? I do not think
the reason is far to seek. Unfortunately. as
I have repeatedly said in this House, it is
because they are not free to act as they
choose, because they have to obes the instruc-
tions which wre given to them. It is because
they are representing—and some of their
members operly say that that is the fact—
only a section of the community; they are
only prepared to administer and to cause the
law to be carried into effect so far as that
particular section of the community is con-
cerned, and are not prepared to carry into
offect the law of the land when that section
become law-breakers. They then sit idly by
and permit those breaches of the law to take
place, notwithstanding thet great loss, suffer-
ing, and dsprivation is being caused to a
section of the community consisting of the
primary producers, who above all others
should receive the care of the Administration ;
who above all others are subject to all the
pests that nature can inflict upon them,
and who to-day are suffering from all the
pests that a political Government, owing to
their non-recognition of the rights of this
particular section of the community, ave pre-
pared to inflict upon them. I say that
advisedly, because it is not alone the inaction
of the Government, but the fact that they
are not taking the action that they should
take, which is causing all this trouble. The
hon. member for Mirani has specifically
stated that in connection with certain mill
supplies the position is scrious, and that
unless those supplies are furnished some of
the large mills at present in operation will
have to ecloss down, inflicting, in the first
instance, damage and loss to those who have
produced the cane; then upon those who are
emploved in counection with the industry,
and upon the community gencrally. As we
all know, Queensland is the great supplier of
this particular article to the Commonwealth
of Australia, and if anything interferes with
the production and manufacture of sugar it
will not only inflict an injury, financial and
otherwise, unon the people of Queensland,
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but it will also affect the people of the whole
of the community of the Commonwealth.
We know that at the present time there is a
large section of the people of the Common-
wealth who lock somewhat askance at
Queensland in connection with this industry.
They are continually crying out that they
require cheaper sugar.

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber is not in order in debating that matter
on this motion.

How. J. G. APPEL: I am endeavouring to
point out the effect of the dislocation upon
the community generally, and the fact that,
owing to this dislocation, sugar will not be
supplied to members of the community in the
Southern States, with the result that it will
have a far-reaching effect, as, if there is a
failure on the part of Queensland to produce
this necessary article, we shall have the cry
that sngar must he imported, and that will
be sugar grown by black labour. But appa-
rently that does not affect hon. members
opposite, who are continually using the
parrot cry of “ White Australia,” and yet
stigmatise cverything they object to as
“hlack.” They, will have no hesitation in
doing this injury to Queensland. If they can
get cheaper sugar grown by black labour,
they will have no hesitation in consuming it.
That is the position that we have to fear.
Rvery member of the House, no matter what
side he is sitting upon, has alwuys advocated
conciliation and arbitration. But when we
see an absolute breakdown of the lezislation
in connection with that particular method of
settling our trade disputes; when we, further-
more, ses that the awards which have been
made, which should be in every way satis-
factery to those engaged in the industry, and
vet this dislocation is taking place, 1t makes
one ponder and think as to whether hon.
members on the Treasury benches are bond
fide in their protestations. Then, again, we
have the fact that was touched upon by the
hon. member who moved the motion: is_this
the time when any Government should sit
idly by, when the Empire is in such great
straits. and our boys are risking their lives
and shedding their blood at the front? Ts
this the time when these trade disnutes
chould take place with all this dislocation?
I am very glad indeed thuat the hon. member
for Mirani has brought this matter before
the House, and in doing so he has brought
it before the clectors of Queensland. T trust
that everr member on this side who has the
matter at heart. if only in a few words, will
voice his disapprobation of the lack of action
which has signalised and stigmatised the
Premier and hon. members sitting with him
on the Treasury bench. I have much
pleasure in seconding the motion.

Mr. VOWLES (Dnalby): Before this matter
goes through I would like to support the hon.
member for Mirani. No one intimatelv con-
nected with the affairs of the North, on read-
ing the newspapers, can help coming to the
conclusion that things must be in a desperate
position. When rou find that the produce of
the whole season’s work is being jeopardised
by the action of the Government in not find-
ing the means of transport for the necessary
material, and for the carrying away of the
crop from the sugar-mills, when we know
that there are boats lying here in the DBris-
bane River that could be utilised bv the Go-
vernment, if they were so inclined and pre-
parcd to carry out the honourable functions

Mr, Vowles.
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of a Government, which they do not appear
to be, then we must come to the conclusion
that we have arrived at a lamentable state of
affairs in the history of Quecnsland, and, as
we said the other night, such a thing as
responsible government ceases to exist. If
we are going to allow "any section of the
community to defv the law, if we are going
to allow them to use force in the way they
are doing to cripple and jeopardise an
industry, then a Government which will sit
by in apathy or in fear is not carrying out
the functions which they were placed on the
Treasury benches to perform. That is the
position, and it has been the position for
some time past with regard to the Govern-
ment in Queensland.
Mr. O’Scvrrivan : What rot !

Mr. VOWLES: To my mind, it is criminal
on their part, and I am astonished to find
that there arc men representing the pro-
ducers in the North who will by interjection
now zcclaim the doings of the Government
in this respect. We have got to the stage
now that the Government have shown that
they are mere tools in the hands of an out-
side organisation.

Mr. DuxsTax: They knew how to handle
the position better than the Government in
New South Wales.

Mr, VOWLES: They have sat by idly,
wondering which way the cat was going to
jump, afraid to move, afraid that they would
fall out with their political friends; or, in
the alternative, load themselves with infamy.
They have done that for wecks. The Pre-
mier, since the time this matter was brought
forcibly before him by the hon. member for
Mirani, has been prepared to sit by, and
at the dictstion of his political bosses in the
Trades Hall to allow production to be des-
troyed, and the whole of the fortunes of
these unfortunate men in the North to be
jeopardised, and he would never have at-
tempted to interfere had not the hon. mem-
ber for Mirani brought forward this motion,
which he zave notice of some few days ago.
The Premier now steps into the breach in
a sort of way, and turns round and tells us,
in answer to a question put to him in the
House, that it is his intention to take action,
and that he did so seemingly without any
intervention on the part of the hon. member
for Mirani. Where is this sort of thing
going to finish? What applies in the North
will apply in other directions in the future.
Can we have any confidence in a Covern-
ment which is going to sit idly by and allow
these things to happen? Are we going to
have our laws flouted, as has happened in
the pest, and are we going to have the Go-
vernment falling back on the excuse that
there is a higher authority which should be
appealed to? Arc they always going to fall
back upon the Commonwealth Government.
and not going to accept their own responsi-
bilities? If they are not going to accept
their responsibilities, I wonder how they can
have the courage to remain on the T'reasury
benches; for, when all is said and done, the
functions of the Government are to carry
out the laws. These are not laws that the
Goyernment disapprove of; they are laws
which were brought forward as part of their
platform, brought forward by themselves and
carried by force of numbers through this
House. They are laws which it is admitted
now contain great weaknosses, and weak-
nessex which were sought to be obviated by
hon. members on this side when they were

[3£7. Vowles.
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under discussion But when we pointed out
those weaknesses the Government would not
accept amendments whereby the difficulty in
the North would have bheen overcome.

Mr. CorriNs : The weakness of your case.

Mr. VOWLES: It is not the weakness of
our case; it is the weakness of the Govern-
ment through their want of ordinary cour-
age. The weakness I was referring to was
in connection with the Arbitration Act. If
the Premier had taken advantage of the sug-
gestions of the Opposition, and included the
right of appeal to the court, he would have
been in a happy position to-day. -Another
thing. if he had accepted the suggestions of
the Opposition——

The SPEAKER: Order! Will the hon.
member explain how this has anything to
do with the scamen’s strike?

Mr. VowrLes: The seamen’s strike ?
The SPEAKER: Yes. That is what the
motion relates to.

Mr. VOWLES: I am dealing with the
law and the defiance of the law.

The SPEAKER: Order!
ber must connect his remarks
motion.

Mr. VOWLES: I am connecting them in
this way: that the law is broken, and if
the Government had handled the case as
thev should have done, they could have
amended their former legislation; but sooner
than do that, admit their incapacity, and
alter the law to meet emergencies such as
these, they are prepared to sit by and wait
and let the inevitable happen. It appecars
that the scamen refused to handle goods or
to carry on their ordinary avocations, simply
because thev are out on strike in sympathy
with something that is going on in New
South Wales. I have here a paragraph from
the “Courier " of to-day giving the remarks
of Judge Heydon in the New South Wales
court, in which he deals very particularly
with the case. He said—

“The case illustrates well how the
‘black’ doctrine causes a strike to run
through the whole community. With the
actual operation of the doctrine, however,
we sce a cerbain inconsistency. Strikers
est ‘black ’ meat, ride on ‘black’ trams,
and work alongside ‘black’ labour to
help the strike. This sacred principle
of ‘black’ doctrine, o holy as to justify
the tearing away of Australia’s shield
that Germany may stab her, dwindles
down to mere expediency, to be used or
not as occasion seems to call for it. This
holy principle shrinks into a common-
place desire to beat the Government.
Let us, therefore, hear no more appeals
to the great principles of unionism as
justifring the infliction of widespread
destruction, even starvation. and death,
as coming before even loyalty to Aus-
tralia, to the Hmpire, and to our
brothers in the trenches.”

The hon. mem-
with the

Those are the words of a disinterested per-
son—not a politician, but a judge—who is
giving a decision in connection with the Pyr-
mont Sugar Workers’ Employees Union.
which he fined £100 for aiding and abetting
a strike. That is what is going on in the
North. We have the same men who have
for their battle cry at election times the
question of black labour acting inconsistently ;
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we have their representatives acting incoeun-
sistently ; and we have their Government act-
ing inconsistently. By the way this sort of
thing is going on, these matters want venti-
lating; the general public wants to be
brought face to face with them; the actions
of the Covernment want dealing with now
that the public is hot, so that the public will
know the real strength of it; we don't want
to have these matters brought forward at
election time and slummed over snd mis-
represented. Who is at fault in not seeing
that foodstuffs go to the people in the North
requires to be stated. The Premier should
explain why he has held back in such a
callous manner where the fortunes of the
Northern people were concerned, and why
a big industry like the sugar industry is in
the precarious position it is in to-day, losses
being suffered by very many supportsrs of
his own Cabinet through his not interfering
and looking after their interests. I have very
great pleasure in supporting the motion, and
trust that every member on this side of the
House will ventilate his grievances, because
it is not a little grievance; it is not «
party grievance; it is a Naticnal one.
(Government laughter.)

Mr. BEBBINGTON (Drayton): T wish to
support the hon. member for Mirani on this
motion. I think he deserves not only the
thanks of the House, but the thanks of the
whole of the producers of the State, for
bringing this matter forward, because the
sugar producers—or the sugar-growers—who
are suffering this serious loss are not the only
portion of the community who have suffered
so much of late. In fact, we have it that a
cass 1s now proceeding outside this State,
where evidence was brought forward in the
court that there was a plan—or, shall we say.
a collusion, with men in this State and the
other State—to cut our railway communica-
tion at Stanthorpe; and the same, no doubt,
applicd to the North. In fact, this hold-up
of foodstuffs is not confined to shipping. I
have it on the best of authority that certain
portions of railway engines were removed at
Atherton, in order to prevent the Farmers’
Union taking possession of engines and sup-
plying the people with food. Now, these are
things which are practically permitted bz
the present Government.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: We were
removing temptation from their way.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: The reascn is that
the present Government are part and pareel,
¥ ewrociation, of the men who are holding
up the State. (Government dissent.) You
are part and parcel, by association and com-
pany, of the men who are holding up the
resources of the State and ruining the pro-
ducers of the State; and that is the reason
that the State is suffering so much to-day.
(Government dissent.) This position in the
North reminds us that it is one of the results
of socialism rule and origin, and if it were
not for other powers outside Australia—if it
had been left to socialism, which is causing
all this destruction—Australia to-day would
have been in the very same position as Russia
—occupied by a foreign power. There is
no getting away from that. If matters had
been left to the socialists, who are the cause
of all this trouble, foreign troops would
have been occupying Brisbane to-dzy. (Go-
vernment laughter and dissent.) If people
like you had your way, you would not have
been receiving your parliamentary salary
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to-day, nor would you have been permitted
to be in this House, because other powers
would have been in occupation. You would
have had no power for making the speeches
which you are making now. We regret very
much that people who have no control of
things—people, perhaps, who are dependent
upon their daily wagss, as thousands of
them are in the North—cannot even buy
their food. And all this waste and destruc-
tion of industry is going on for the reasom
that the Government are part and parcel, by
association, of the men who are on strike,
and they dare not lift their finger to alter
anything at all or to get the ships unloaded.
Now, there are other places outside the
North, and I ecan tell the Premier that, u,n}ess
things alter very quickly, the communica-
tions that are going on between people out-
side and the men who are controlling things
in the public service are going to cause the
people of this State to rise up against them,
and it will practically be a case of who is
the strongest. I can assure the Premier
that the people in this State are rising up,
and they are very angry with the action of
the public service and the men who have
tried to seize the Government and wreck
the industries of this State. I say that the
peeple are getting angry at this starving.of
the people.

The SPEAKER: Order! I ask the hon.
mwewbeor to read the Standing Order govern-
ing this debate. Standing Order No. 185 dis-
tinctly states that “every member making
or <ebating any such motion shall confine
himself to the single matter in respect of
which the motion 1s made.” I don't want
to continunally call the hon. member to order,
but I 2sk him to keep to the motion.

Xr. BEBBINGTON: Thank you, Mr.

. The whole question is the shortage
of food, and we want to get at who is re-
sponsible for practically starving the people,
destroying our industries, and holding up
the trade and commerce of our State, and
we cunnot get away from the fact that the
prescnt Government is responsible, purely
and solely, for the reason that they are part
and parcel of the strikers.

Mr. STEVENS (Rosewood): 1 was sur-
prised to notice that, apparently, the Pre-
mier and his followers were going to allow
this question to go to a vote without reply-
ing in any shape or form to the serious
charges made by the hon. member for
Mirani in_his motion. I presume, however,
that the Premier was engaged in framing
one of his usual puerile amendments with
which he meects any motion that comes f_g‘om
this side of the House, and that, possibly.
accounted for the fact that he did not rise
after the motion had been seconded. Well,
Sir, I think you will agree with me that the
country by this time has formed Its own
opinion of the tactics of the Hon. the Pre-
mier in dealing with such questions as_this,
and 1 think the people of this State will be
able to draw their own conclusions in the
matter when they see some foolish amend-
ment moved in order to draw a red herring
across the trail. Now, I have very much
pleasure in_ supporting the motion so ably
moved by the hon. member for Mirani, be-
cause I think we must all agree that the
most serious situation has arisen, and that
the Government’s inaction with regard to the
matter is such as to call for the severest
reprobation that can be levelled against

Mr. Stevens.)
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them. I think that you, Sir, representing
a Northern constituency, must feel that the
inaction of the Government, and their cal-
lous indifference to the welfare of the people
in the North particularly, and the welfare of
the whole of Australia in general, are such
as calls for the most severe reprobation;
and I am sure you, were you in a position,
would be only too pleased to support the
motion of the hon. member for Mirani,
knowing that the inaction of the Government
has causced severe distress amongst your own
constituents. Now, the facts of the position
are clearly that, on account of a so-called
sympathetic strike with men in another
State. the whole of the business of this State
is being held up; and I am very pleased to
nctice that, even if our Government will not
take the action which they should take in
such a matter as this, the judges of the
Arbitration Courts are taking action in such
matters, and that even Mr. Justice Higgins
has laid down the rule that he will not arbi-
trate in connection with any unions that go
on strike. Now, there is no doubt that in
the action which the seamen’s and other
unions have taken they are absolutely fout-
ing the law which was passed for their bene-
fit. As the hon. member for Mirani stated,
they are enjoying the highest wages for the
class of work in which they are engaged of
anyone in any country in the world, and
vet they deliberately hold up the commerce
of the State in sympathy with the matter
with which they have no personal concern.
I have very much pleasure in supporting the
motion, and I trust that the Premier will not
deal with this question in the puerile fashion
in which he usually does deal with such
motions coming from this side of the House;
but that he will, if possible, give an honest
and straightforward reply to the motion.

The Premier: He always does.

The SrcreTarY FOR AcricvLrtRE: You are
an authority on puerility.

The PREMIER: I think that the hon.
member for Mirani, in deciding to move this
motion, might have adopted the ordinary
courteous course which usually is adopted,
by notifying me of his intention to do so.
However, his lack of courtesy in that respect
does not prevent me from being able to
furnish the necessary documents from the
department which will entirely disprove the
agsertions which he has made. Now, in the
first place, this motion is confined to the
question of the seamen’s strike.

Hon. J. ToLMIE: No; the distress in North
Queensland.

The PREMIER: Arising out of the sea-
men’s strike; I am following the words of
the motion. Now, as you are aware, Mr.
Speaker, the award dealing with seamen is
a Commonwealth award—an award of the
Commonwealth court—and is a matter en-
tirely within the jurisdiction of the Common-
wealth Government. Notwithstanding that,
I conceive it to be the duty of any State
Government to do all that it can to assist in
having business carried on as usual; to keep
things going; and as far as this Government
* has been able, we have endeavoured to do
that. I agree with the hon. member for
Mirani that the Commonwealth should
endeavour to assist the State, and the State
to assist the Commonwealth; but, wunfor-
‘tunately, we have had a recent instance—a
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most striking instance—of where the Com-
monwealth utterly failed to assist the State
when it was only a matter of having their

formal assent obtained to Mr. Justice
Higgins acting in the Northern railway
dispute.

Mr., Macantyey: Has that anything to do
with the seamen’s strike?

The PREMIER : It is an answer to the
suggestion that this State is not doing all
that it can to have interstate trade carried
on in a normal way.

Hon. J. Toumie: It is a case of the State
sulking.

The PREMIER : No, it is not a case of
the State sulking. Before I sit down I will
be able to show you that we have done all
we could; everything has been done in order
to relieve any distress which may at present
exist in North Queensland, or which was
threatened in North Queensland. The hon.

member has referred to the fact

[4.30 p.m.] that there are a large number

of steamers in Brisbane which
are hung up because of the strike. Now, it
may be of secme information to hon. members
to know that these ships can be loaded by
men and manned with crews, every one of
them, to take provisions to North Queens-
land, but the shipping companies refuse to
allow these ships to be moved from Brisbane.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

The PREMIER: That is something the
public are not aware of.

Mr. MaCARTNEY : Can they get freight back?

The PREMIER: We know that they can
get freight back to Brishane. There is no
difficulty about that. I think I can guaran-
tee that they will get freight through to
Brisbane. but the shipping companies refuse
to let their steamers go.

Hon, W. D. ArustRoxg: They only want
vou to guarantee if.

The PREMIER : It has been suggested by
hon. members that the trouble is due to the
waterside workers, It is not due to the
waterside workers at all, because they are
prepared to load the shins. It is dne to the
action of the shipping companies. Why was
it that there was no ship sent to relieve the
people who required food in the Gulf ports?

Mr. CorsEr: Because vou did not send any.

The PREMIER: It was not within our
power to send any ships. When we made
representations to_the shipping companies,
the Australasian United Steam Navigation
Company agreed to despatch the “Wodonga.”

Hon. J. Tormie: Who did it? Who des-
patched the © Wodonga’ ?

The PREMIER: This Government made
representations to the Australasian United
Steam Navigation Company’s head office in
Brisbane and thev agrced to do it. (Hear,
hear!) That is for the information of the
leader of the Opposition. The office in Mel-
bourne was informed of the arrangement that
was made, and thev then informed me of the
arrangements which T myself had made with
the shipping company here.

GoveERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
The PREMIER: The Australasian United

Steam Navigation Company agreed to send
the *‘ Wodonga” to the Gulf ports if men
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were provided for loading, and if a crew were
aiso provided. There was no difficulty what-
ever in providing men to load the boat or
in providing a crew, because the waterside
workers aund the seamen have always been,
and still are, prepared to load and man
ships from Brisbane to North Queensland,
but the shipping companies are refusing to
s(lain-d any steamers to North Queensland at
all.

Mr. MacarTNEY: They do what they like,
and no more.

The PREMIER: I am glad to have the
opportunity this afternoon, in consequence
of the motion moved by the hon. member
for Mirani, of explaining what the real
position is with regard to the lack of pro-
visions in North Queensland. The speaker,
in supporting his motion, dealt with three
specific aspects of the matter. He dealt with
the shortage of food supplies, he dealt with
the supply of bags in some of the mills in
the Mackay district, and also with the ques-
tion of advances against the sugar held in
store in North Queensiand. I propose to deal
with these three things separately. With
regard to the question of food supply, I say
that the short supply at Mackay is due to the
fact that the shipping companies failed to
send their ships there in the ordinary way.
That may be on account of the strike there,
or on account of being unable to get return
freight. The question of the strike of the
seamen i1s a question for the Commonwealth
CGovernment and not for this Government.
As soon as I was apprised of the situation at
Mackay by the hon. member for Mackay
(Mr. Forgan Smith), and subsequently by
the hon. member for Mirani (Mr. Swayne),
and the Hon., T. C. Reirne, I immediately
took steps to se¢ what the Government might
do with its own steamers in order to send
supplies there. A suggestion was made from
Mackay that the little steamer * Relief,”
which was at Mackay, should be sent to
Rockhampton in order to take provisions
from there, but I suggested, through the
harbour master. that it would be more advis-
able to send the ¢ Llewellyn,” which is at
Rockhampton, and which can be despatched
at a moment’s notice. This afterncon I read
in the House a telegram which Mr. Forgan
Smith received from the mayor of Mackay.
thanking me for the offer which had been
made with regard to the supplies from Rock-
hampton, and intimating that two boats
would arrive from Townsvilla to-morrow and
would relieve the position somewhat. So far
as that is concerned the Government did all
that they could. The Government were pre-
pared to make the Government’s steamers
either at Mackay or Rockhampton available
for the carrying of provisions. Now, with
regard to the ‘question of bags. As you are
aware, Mr. Speaker, an arrancement with
regard to the supply of bags for sugar and
for the purpose of taking sugar from the
mills is in the hands either of the Common-
wealth Government or the Colonial Sugar
Refining Company under their agreement
with the Commonwealth Government. It
alio is not a matter for the State. Although
it is entirely a matter for the Commonwealth
Government or the Colonial Sugar Refining
Company under their agrecwent, long ago
this Government anticipated that there might
be some trouble with regard to bags. As far
hack as May last, we communicated with the
Commonwealth Government to the effect that
it was necessary to make arrangements for
the supply of bags in North Queensland, even
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before the sugar agreement was finalised.
Two or three days ago I received a telegram
from Mr Watt, the secretary of the Marian
Mill, telling me of the shortage of bags.

Hon., J. Totmie: Did you anticipate this
trouble when vou asked the Commonwealth
Government to make this arrangement about
the bags?

The PREMIER: In May last we antici-
pated that it would be necessary for the
Ctommonwealth Government to see that
either they—or the Colonial Sugar Refining
Company, with whom they made an agree-
ment—supplied sacks for taking away the
sugar, even Dbefore the agreement was
finalised for taking over the crop. We drew
their attention to it as far back as May of
this year.

Hon. J. Tormie: You did not answer my
question. Did you anticipate this trouble
then?

The PREMIER : I am not a prophet, bub
if it had been my duty, or the duty of this
Government, to see that bags were supplied,
we would have seen there was no difficulty
with regard to North Queensland. (Hear,
hear!) 1 say that to-day, if there are ships
sailing, the waterside workers will load them
and the seamen are willing to man them.
Ther are willing to load bags on to_these
ships and send them to Mackay immediately
to relieve the situation.

GOVERNMENT MeMBERS : FHear, hear!

Hon, J. Torate: That shows the bags are
coming forward in the wusual business.
channels.

The PREMIER: If there is a shortage of
bags at the Marian Mill, someone is respon-
sible, and the person who is responsible is
¢ither the Commonwealth Government or
the company upon whom the responsibility
devolves of supplying these bags. However,
it did not devolve upon this Government to-
do it, but we were quite prepared to do all
we could, whether it was our responsibility
or not, to facilitate the supply of bags to thab
mill. T have taken steps in that direction.
T received the following telegram from Mr.
Watt, secretary of the Marian Mill, dated
8th September:—

“Marian Mill out of sugar sacks.
Nore procurable in Queensland. Will
Lave to cloze down five days from date.
Urge you endeavour to arrange transit
of sacks from Sydnes to Gladstone
prevent wholesale unemployment of men
and serious losy to farmers during most
“profitable month vear. All mills district
similarly affected.

¢S, Warr,

¢ Secretary.”

1 imamediately telegraphed to the Prime
dinister of the Commonwealth as follows:—
I aza in receipt of following telegram
frora Watts, secretary of Marian Mill

at Mackay :—

Marian Mill out of sugar sacks. None
procurable in Quecnsland. Will have to
close down five days from date. Urge
vou cndeavoeur to arrange transit of
sacks from Sydney to Gladstone pre-
t wholesale unemployment of men
and serious loss to farmers during most
profitable month year. All mills dis-
trict similarly affected.

Hon. T. J. Rucn.]
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i “1 wish to draw your attention to that
portion of my telegram to you of 9th
May last, which refers to the supply of

bags, viz.—

As season is commencing it is
imperative that sacks be delivered
forthwith to mills, Refiners should

arrange this pending settlement of
agreement.

““Strongly urge you to take steps to
relieve situation reo bags. I seec nothing
to prevent carriage of bags by rail from
Sydney to Gladstone or Port Alma. Mr.
Forgan Smith, M.L.A. for Mackay, im-
presses me that unless you arrange for
providing of bags it will lead to serious
Josses to sugar-growers,

““ Ryax,
¢ Premier.”

I also sent the following telegram to Mir.

‘Watt, secretary Marian Mill, Mackay:—
“ Your telegram received. Mr. Forgan
Smith, M.L.A., has also represented to
me this and other matters re sugar
situation at Mackay, I am communi-
cating immediately with Prime Minister
of Commonwealth on matter and urging
prompt action. I see no reason why bags
should not be railed from Sydney to

Gladstone or Port Alma,
““ RYAN,
¢ Premier.”

Hon, J. Torumie: Were the sacks supplied
after zour telegram of 9th May?

The PREMIER : The sacks came all right,
but I would like the Mackay sugar-growers
to know that as far back as 9th May I drew
the attention of the Prime Minister to the
fact that sacks must be provided, and the
language is clear and cannot be misunder-
stood—* It is 1imperative that sacks be
delivered forthwith to mills.” I did all I
could in guaranteeing that, so far as Queens-
land was concerned, we would see that the
bags were carried from Wallangarra to
either Gladstone or Port Alma. Indeed, we
were prepared to pub on a special train. I
was willing, as Mr. Swayne knows, to make
arrangements with the New South Wales
Government to endeavour to make arrange-
wents to run a special train from Sydney
direct to Gladstone carrying these bags.
(Heer, hear!) Mr. Swayne did not refer
to that this afternoon, although he was
informed a couple of davs ugo. He con-
venlently suppressed that.

. Mr. Payye: He should have referred to
it, if only for fair play.

The PREMIER: That is the situation
with regard to the bags. I think I have
made it perfectly clear that the responsi-
bility was not upon this Government, but
was equally upon the Colonial Sugar Refining
Company and the Commonwealth Govern-
ment.  Immediately I received word of the
situation, I took all the steps to relieve it.

With regard to the question of advances
on the stocks of sugar which are being
held at Mackay in consequence of the lack
of shipping to take it South, I might say
that I was in Mackay in June last,

Mr. SwAYNE: Why have not the ships been
able to take it away? Why is there a lack of
shipping ?

The PREMIER: Because the Cemmon-
wealth Government are unable to arrange
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the matter, apparently. (Hear, hear!) I
am able to guarantee that the waterside
workers and seamen will take the steamers
from Brisbane to the North and back to
Brisbane again.

Mr. SwWAYNE: But they will not take them
to Srdney.

The PREMITR : I will guarantee that the
interstate trade from Brisbane north and
back to Brisbane will be carried on. When
it goes outside that, it is then within the
province of the Commonwealth Government.
When I was in Mackay in June last, a depu-
ftation waited upom me with regard to
obtaining advances on sugar before it was
sipped.  Without waiting, I there and then
telegraphed to the Prime Minister from
Mackay on 27th June—

““ Deputation of sugar manufacturers
Mackay urge speedy completion of
arrangement to ship raw sugar from
Mackay. They alio urge that advances
be made against sugar stored in mills
and in shipping sheds, position is very
acute, I strongly urge you see to their

request.”’

1 did not get any reply to that.

Hon. J. ToLuit: Because it was a matter
for the State.

The PREMIER: No, not because it was a

matter for the Btate, because the Prime
Minister of the Commonwealth has since
done it. I mentioned a telegram this after-

nocn, in reply to a question by Mr. Forgan
Swmith, in which the Prime Minister stated
that he had arranged with the Colonial Sugar
Refining Company to make certain advances.
Thex may not be the full advances that are
desired by the sugar-growers. I am unable
to ascertain that from the text of his tele-
gram, but onc thing is certain, and that is,
that in pursvance of my representation some
arrange:zcnt  was made with regard to
advancis in respect of sugar held in those
Northorn ports. I wired Mr. Hughes again
on 6th September, as follows:—

“ Owing suspension interstate shipping,
several mills unable to ship raw sugar
and obtain pavment for same, bankers in
some instances declining to give necessary
accommodation to enable mills to con-
tinue crushing operations and to pav for
cane and wages: strongly urge vou to
consider advisability of making sufficient
advaness against sugar stored at mills to
ensble erushing to be continued.”

Then I rcceived the telegram from the
Prime Minister which I read out this after-
neen. in reply to Mr. Forgan Smith,
namely—

“Your telegram sixth. Havearranged
with Colonial Sugar Refining Company
nwmke advances against sugar prior to
shipment so as to give necessary accom-
modation to enable millers to continue
c¢rushing operations and to pay for cane
and wages.”’

I have now dealt with the three issues that
have been raised by the hon. member for
Mirani, and I have, I think, <hown clearly
that, as far as this Government are con-
cerned. thev have done all that they possibly
could do, and that they ara doing all that
they can do. The hon. member for Mirani
has brought up this motion to endeavour to
gain political capital. (Government cheers.)
I am satisfied that when the people in North
Queensland read the full statement of the
case they will see how hollow are the preten-
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sions of the hon. member for Mirani. e is
too late again. After the Northern railway
strike the Opposition moved & vote of want
of confidence in the Government. After the
interstate traffic had been restored, the leader
of the Opposition held a meeting at Too-
woomba to formmulate an ultimatum to this
Government that if they did not do a certain
thing by the 6th September he would wire to
Mr. Hughes. The interstate traffic had been
i-]ssllczlmed two days before that meeting was
e

3r. BreBiNeTON: Nothing was done until
that meeting was advertised.

The PREMIER: A meeting was held at

Warwick the other night, when certain
‘rhmws were ihmatened with regard to the
interstate trade five days after that trade had
been resumed. (Government cheers.) To-day
th2 hon. member for Mirani moves the
adjournment of the House to consider a
matter that I have alreadr dealt with—
{Government cheers)—and after the mavor of
Mackay has assured me that the people there
are pleased with our offer.

Hon. J. Toryie: No;
is somewhat relieved.

The PREMIER : The position is relieved
as far as this Government can relieve it. In
order to secure further relief it will be neces-
sary for the shipping companies to discon-
tinue the lockout, Lecause it is no more nor
less than a lockout which is going on in
Brishane at the present time with regard to
the trade hetween this port and the Northern
ports of Queensland.

Hon. J. ToLMiE: What were the two crews
called out for yesterday if there is a lock-
out ?

The PREMIER: Now, I invite the atten-
tion of the people of Queensland to the
inactivity of hon. members opposite and
their frisnds in the South. Can anv telegram
be produced that has passed between the
Oppozition or the hon. member for Mirani
and the Commonwealth Government. asking
them to take steps to relieve the situation?
The relief iv in the hands of the Common-
wealth Governnlent and it is their dutv to
relieve the situation. I challenge hon. mem-
bers opposite to show a szingle communication
between them and the Commonwealth Go-
vernment in which they ask the Common-
wealth Government to do their dutv. On the
other hand, I have produced telegrams show-
ing that on every occasion I nnmedlatelv
reminded the Commonwealth Government of
what their duty was, and offered them what
asgistznce I could with a view to bringing
about a solution of the difficuity. Can mem-
hors oppesite refer to Federal ¢ Hansard
and show that Senator Reid, or Senator Foll,
or Senator Crawford, or that Mr. Bamford,

he savs the position

M.HILR., #sked the Federal Government to
do their dutr towards North Queensland?

These are the things that the people want to
wike up to: they want to realise that the
people who are failing to stir up the Com-
monwealth Government are their friends who
represent them in the Federal Parliament,
and who, having failed in their duty in the
Commonwealth Parliament, get their friends
in this House to bring it before the Assembly
and to suggest that it is the State Govern-
ment of Queensland who are to blame. This
thing is developing into an absolute farce,
and I would advise hon. members onposite
not to be so ready in taking the advice of
their friends outside who are running their
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campaign for them. We know that the Oppo-
sition are being told that they do not fight
enough, and that they are too slow. They
have had their chief sitting out in the lobbv
and giving them directions in this matter—
directions that every member should say a few
words. And we had the spectacle of members
standing up on the opposite side of the House
—and certainly you, Sir, were very indulgent
to them, and aliowed them a very large lati-
tude, “hxch I do not complain of, as it is a
case of giving them rope enough to hang
themselves—and making speechos Wlthout
really discussing the question under con-
sideration. The hon. member for Albert said
practically nothing about the case. I have
put the position fully as far as it bears on
the situation in the North, and I think I
have succeeded in exposing the folly and
ineptitude of the attack made by the hon.
member for Mirani. {Government cheers.)

Mr., FORSYTH (Murrumba): This is not
a political question. What we want to do is
to help the people in the North. It is a
question of doing something to help those
people to deal with their sugar production.
According to the Premier, we cannot get food
there now becsuse there is no shipping. That
heing so, the hon. gentleman should
endeavour to get the wharf labourers to load
supplies and crews to man the vessels. We
have not got sugar-bags here: they are not
in Brishane: and all the talk of the hon.
gentleman on that particular aspect of the
questlon is so much froth.

The PreMizR: Why are they not in Bris-
bane? That iIs not my fault.

Mr. FORSYTH: I do not say it is the
hon. gentieman’s fanlt, but I say that the
suggestion was made by Mr., Watts, of
Mackay, that if you could not get men to
load a steamer you might bring the bags
from Sydney by train.

The Prourer: I have offered: to do that.

Mr. FORSYTIH : Then why don’t vou do
it? If the hon. gentleman can get the bags
from Sydney, whv does he not do s0? T do
not care who gets the credit in the matter.

The PremrER: I have offered to have them
brought by train from Sydney.

Mr. FORSYTH: It is no use promising
bags unless you get them. There is a large
quantity of sugar lying in the sheds in the
North, and unless vessels can be gob to bring
that sagar from Mackay and Bowen the
present congestion in the business will con-
timne. The hon. gentleman knows as well as
I do that the wor kers at Mackav and Dowen
will not load sugar for the South.

Mr. SmitH: They will.

Hr. FORSYTH : They will not .

Mr., Swita: They will for South Queens-
Iamd

My, FORSYTH: They will take goods
from Brisbane to the North., but thev will
not bring back sugar which is going to
Sydney. That is no good. A ship will go up
there with a general cargo, but the men will
not take sugar from Bowen or Mackay and
bring it to Brisbane if it is to be sent on to
Svdney. TUnless you can relieve the conges-
tion at the sugar-mills, where therc are huge
stocks of sugar, you will not deal with this
difficulty in a satisfactory way, and in ordsr
to relieve that congestion it is necessary to
supplv the millers with bags. What we have
to consider is how we can help those peovle

Mr. Forsyth.)
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in their difficulties. They want the Govern-
ment to take a hand and see the thing
throuvgh. I am not going to say whether Mr.
Hughes, or Mr. Rvan or anybody else is to
blame, but I say that this congestion should
be relieved. The steamers will not handle
the stuff, and the wharf labourers will not
lead it because ther say that free labour is
employcd on the wharves down South. If
the Premier will see that the sugar is
hrought from Bowen and Mackay to Bris-
bane, he will have done his duty. To_take
the sugar bevond Brisbane is beyond his
A]urmdiction The hon. gentleman blames the
shipping companies for “hot taking the sugar
when he knows quite well that if a vessel
tukes cargo to the Northern ports she will
have to come back empty.

The PreMiEr: No: I do not know that
they will have to come down emnpty.

Mr. FORSYTH: What cargo_would the
shipping companies get from Bowen and
Mackay? They will get a little fruit from
Bowen, but the bulk of the cargo that they
geb from Mackay is sugar.

Mr. Surrii: You agree that this Govern-
ment have no jurisdiction outside our own
State. .

Mr. FORSYTH : If they have no jurisdic-
tion on the matter, why do they not try to
get the wharf labourers to load the sugar
and the seamen to man the vessels to take it
away? If they did that the congestion would
be done away with. But the Premier will
not do that. If the hon. gentleman wants
to do anything——

he Premier: If Mr. Hughes will leave
it to me to deal with, I will settle it in
forty-cight hours.

Mr. FORSYTH : What we want to do now
is to relieve the congestion and help those
people in their trouble, and you cannot
relicve the congesticn unlc»s you take that
sugar from Bowen and Mackay.

Mr., Svita: Do you object to my making
representations to the Premier?

Mr. FORSYTH : Why does not the hon.
membur get the seamen and wharf labourers
at Mackay to handle that sugar and enable
it to be taken down South? Will he do that?

He is not game to do it, because

[5 p.m.] he knows that when it comes to

relieving the congestion and

bringing the sugar from there the men won’t

handle 1t. I told the hown. gentleman that

I got that reply, to the effect that the men
will net fouch the sugar.

The PremiErR: That is not my fault.

Mr. FORSYTH: I do not say that it
is the hon. gontleman’s fault. If he has got
any influence with the wharf labourers and
with the Sesmen’s [Tnion, why did he not
get these men to relieve the congestion?

The Provier: Who said I was not trying
to do that?

Mr. FORSYTH : I have not the slightest
doubt that the hon. gentleman is trying to
do it.  Will the hon. gentleman try to getb
the wharf labourers to load that sugar at
Mackav, and will he trr to get the seamen
to handle it on the ship?

The Premier: I usually do things,
then announce that they are done.

Mr. FORSYTH: If the hon. gentleman
does ‘kat he i1l do some good. The hon.

[Mr. Forsyth.
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gentleman knows that these men want some
relief. But with all the big talk of the hon.
gentleman and his loud voice, he practically
has not touched the point at issue—that 1is,
to try and get away that sugar from the
North. He must try and get the sugar out
of the road.

The Premizr: Will you say that this Go-
vornment is to blame for the situation?

Mr. FORSYTH:

I am not saying thas

the hon. gentleman is to blame for the situa-
tion.

The PREMIER: Why this motion?

Mr. FORSYTH: What I sar i= that you

should try to solve the situation.

The Previer: The place for vou to see me
is in the cffice. You should not take action
by motion in the House.

Mr. FORSYTH: If the hon. gentleman
can get the men to load that sugar, thou-
sands of tons will be taken away during the
next week, and the congestion will be re-
lieved, and he will do some good. The hon.
gentleman knows that the whari labourers
and the seamen have broken their award.
The shipping trade of the country is in a
terrible state. This condition not only ap-
plies to Mackay. 1 have wires from Cairns.
showing that the same conditions apply to
that port. They are in want of the neces-
saries of life, but they cannot get vessels to
go there. The point is this: vou cannot get
these vessels to go up the coast if they are
to _come back empty, as it does not pay the
shipping companies to send them. They can-
not inecrease the rates, as they are bound
under their agreement with the Federal Go-
vernment. Therefore, if a vessel goes up:
with supplies for \Iackav and Bowen, and
has to come back ompty, it simply means
that it will run at a heavy loss. The hon.
gentleman referred to the * Wodonga.” She
was a full ship going up to the Gulf ports,
and could have taken 100 tons more if she
had had the room, yet, although that ship
leaves Brishane full, if she comes back to
Brisbane empty there will be & heavy loss.
It is all right to say we will get the seamen
and wharf labourers to work, but the men
say they will only handle the goods they
want to handle. Unless you can get the
men to agree to abide by the award and to
hendle the cargo at any port where these
ships go to, you cannof ‘expect the shipping
compsmes to_run the ships. If you can get
a little vessel to do it it will be all nght
but if you want to relieve thc congestion
which exists at the present time. you “hould
cndeavour to get both the seamen and the
wharf labourers to handle sugar at Mackay
and Bowen, so that it can be taken down
South, where it is wanted. 8o far, the
Premier has talked a great deal. but he has
net done very much yet.

Mr. CORSER (Burneit): In dealing with
the motion for adjournment, I would like to
reply to one statement of the Premier; that
is, that the shipping companies were respon-
sible for the fact that boats are not leaving
ports to-day. If the Premier conscientiously
malkes that statement, he. in effect, savs that
he is not prepared to abide by an arbitration
award, because the wharf limpers and the
scamen who are manning the boats which

=re idle to-day are responsible for breaking
an award—an agreement which they made
with the Federql Arbitration Court. Those-
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men broke the agrecment, and now want to
go buelt without obscrving the conditions to
which they were bound., They have appealed
to the eompanies, and said they would go
back to their bosats, The Premier may be
right in saying that these men arc prepared
to go back gnd man their boats, but they
want o infr‘ﬁvge the conditions under which
timny previously agreed to worl the boats.
They signed on under the Arbitrstion Court
award, and agreed that in the case of going
on strike ihoy should lose anvy right to the
wages aceruing o them.  These men left
the boats and went on strike. and thus broke
their award, ead thev have, therefora, lost
all right to eny wages due to them. The
Prerrer claims thsat although the shipping
> wre carrying out the terms of the
vereenient under the award they are wrong.
That comes very weil from a Premier who
15 ding & Goverrment which claims to
believe in arbitration. Can the Premier
deny that these men Wave broken the arbitra-
tion award? Can he deny the fact that the
shipping companies sre observing faithfully
the award? They have not broken the
award, and are dctermined that they are
not going to break it. The workmen have
broken the award, but the Premier tries to
malke the country believe that it is the ship-
ping companies that are to blame. Rven
to-day the shipping companies cndeavoured
to get the steamer *“Chillagoe™ to take
cargo awar South, but they could not get
the crew or men to load her. In the face of
that how is it possible for the Premier to
perzist in saying that the shipping companies

are responsible for the present state of
affairs?

The PrrMirr: I cxpressed no opinion as
far as interstate traffic is concerned. As

far g+« I have besn told it is normal on the
railways.

Mr. CORSER: Yes, because you have been
compell:d to do #o by threats.  (Government
langhter.) The Premicr cannot but admis
that that iz the state of affairs which exisss
on cur ceast to-day, and that the shipping
coizpanies are carrying out the awards of the
eourt. If the dircetors of the shipping com-
panies were not carrying out the award the
Premicr would be very pleased to explain
what he was going to do to them, or advise
the Federal Court to do to them. He would
Lave mads it clear to the country just where
these people were wrong., But they are
carrying cut the award, and they are going
to insist eon ecarryinre it out, and that the
wmen go back under the agreement, and that
they must lose some privileges by breaking
the agreement. If the Premier is going to
back up the men in breaking agreements I
do not know what good his pledges are to
the country cither at election time or any
other time. The Premier let loose a lot of
blank cartridges and fired all over the place;
he used every little wespon it was possible
to use in trying to point out, not that the
Government had done its duty, but that the
Opposition were late in doing their duty. The
Oppesition has given the Government every
opportunity to deal with industrial troubles
in the State. and. unfortunately, the Govern-
ment have abused the stand which the Opwno-
sition has taken up, with the result that
Queensland has been discredited industrially
amongst the States of the Commonwealth
which are holding up constitutional govern-
ment to-day and carrying produce to people
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and the wives of absent scldiers in their
Ytates, despite the opposition of a section
of industrial workers. The trouble in North
Queensland to-day is dus to the fact that
during the railway strike there the State
Government tock no action to supply food
to the people west of the ceastline, in con-
soqurace of which some of the people are at
the point of starvation.

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber is getting away from the guestion before
the House.

Ay, CORSER: I was replying to the Pre-
mier. 1 think it will be agreed that the
hon. atleman fired all round the country.
He looked in all directions to try and con-
fuse the issue at stake. He knows that his
Government is guilty of taking ro hand in
trring to better the conditions of the
Nerthern people who are suffering through
the attempts of the Premier fo “ smooge” 0
2 section of the community instead of con-
sidering the great majority of the people and
doing what is right. The Government should
do what is right for the people generally,
but he has not looked in that direction; he
has acted on the assumption that he must
not offend his political friends, no matter
what the great majority of the people of
the State may suffer as a consequence,

Mr. Prrezzon: You wanted to szee the
strike spread like it did in New South
Wales, didn’t you?

Mr, MACARTNEY (Toowong): As an

ordinaery myember of this House, I think i
is very extraordinary that members rvepre-
sonting Northern parts cof Queensland are
¢0 esllous to the condition of things existing
np there that they do not raise their voices
n suggesting some remedy, or in suggesting
that the (Government should take some action
at any rate, to endeavour to relieve that
particnlar distress. (Hear, hear!) We have
the Treasurer representing a  Northern
constituency; we hsve the Minister for Agri-
culture representing a Northern constituency;
and thore are a number of other haqn.
rwvmbers who arc taking no interest in this
very serious businees that affects North
Queensland.  Well, whoover is to blame, the
hon. member for Mirani has done a servies
in ealling specificallv the attention of the
country to the position of things in North
Queensland and in calling attention to the
fact that the Government are so apathetic
in that direction that thev are not prepared
to do their best to relieve the people in the
North: berause that is the position.

The Treastrer: You have not made wour-
self familiar with it.

Iir. MACARTNILY :. Hon. gentlemen on
the other side must admit that they are
directly allied with the men who are causing
the trouble in North Queensland to-day;
thev must admit that thev have sympathy
with them; and they must also admit that
bv reazon of their connection and sympathy
thev are unable to do that which ther ought
to do—to endeavour to rectify the conditions
existing; that is tc say, thev are unfit to
bold the responsibility which is théirs as the
Government of Queensland. So closely allied
are they with the defaulting people that
thev are unable to stretch out their hands
n the interests of the general public. It is
time the interests of the general public, as
distinguished from the interests of any

Mr. Macartney.]
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particular class, should receive some notice.
The general interest scems to me on most
occasiony, to be sunk while these class
interests are at stake. Now, it is only the
other day that the Premier was struggling
in the paper to obtain credit for having
sent the “ Wodonga” North in relief of a con-
dition caused by another strike. The question
was whether he or the Prime Minister of
the Commonwealth succeeded in sending
the “Wodonga’ along., The hon. gentleman
spread himself in order to show that his
was the relieving hand. If his was the
relieving hand on that occasion, why is his
not the relieving hand now? Not only is
there a want of the necessaries of life in the
North, but what is a greater want still is
the ability to get away the products of the
North in order that the growers might
receive that remuneration which is necessary
to enable them to pay the wage-earner and
provide the necessaries of life.  The aon.
gentleman says ‘“Yes, the wharf lumpers are
willing to load the ship for the North and
the seamen ave prepared to work the ship
North.” He goes as far as saying thut they
would be prepared to carry returned cargo.
But the hon. gentleman does not say that
returned cargo could be obtained to go
further south than Brishane. He knows
perfectly well in conncction with the strike
that exist: to-day that the seamen would
not carry the sugar further south than Bri«-
bane, and he eadeavours, in what I might
term a contemptible, mean sort of fashion,
to fix some of their responsililities upon the
shipping companies.

. The TREASURFR : You are only showing that
1t is an interstate dispute, over which this
Government has no jurisdiction.

Mr. MACARTNEY: The shipping com-
panies had nothing whatever to do with this
present strike; it does not rest with the
shipping companies at all. Hon. gentlemen
on the other side know perfectly well that
the trouble rests with the unions, who are
defying the award. Why has it been neces-
sary to wipe out the provision of preference
to unionists, if it has not been because of
that fact?

The TREASURER: It has not been done in
respect of the Queensland wharf labourers.

Mr. MACARTNEY: No: that is in
suspense, and the hon, gentleman knows it,
There it the evidence in  this morning’s
paper: Mr. Justice Higgins held his hand.
What is the necesity for that if the employees
are not responsible for the present position ?
Now_ the hon. gentleman says it is bevond
the jurisdiction of the Government. What
has been the position here for many years
past?  Our friends on the other side have
been tryving to hand over State rights to the
“Comm_o_‘_\;'ealth, so that we would not have
jurisdiction over our own affairs. (Hear,
hear!) They have taken up that position:
their actions have always been in that direc-
tion; and all these situations with regard to
interstate disputes have been situations of
the Labour partv’s making. (Hear, hear!
and Government dissent.) Look at it as we
will, our friends on the other side in regard
to the position of Queensland in the present
struggle stand condemned. Thev stand
condemned in regard to the present Labour
logislation; and more particularly do they
stand condemned for that callousness which
prevents their taking some urgent action in
velief of the people in the North. I say
again, that the hon. member for Mirani is

[Mr. Macariney.
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to_be congratulated on having brought the
subject up and disclosed the position as it

is.

Mr. SMITH (Mackay): I think it is some-
what interesting to go over the various
attempts that have been made, both by
members of the Opposition in Queensland
and the interests which they represent, to
spread the industrial disturbance of the
South to the State of Queensland. The
Premier, in his speech, pointed out that so
far as this State was concerned there was
no difficulty in handling traffic and trade
within Queensland could be maintained were
it not for the action of the shipping com-
panies tying up their ships. We also find
that in Toowoomba, later on at Warwick,
and through the Press, every attempt was
made to spread to Queensland the strike in
New South Wales.

OpprosITION MEMBERS: No.

Mr. SMITH: Now, I think that instead
of condemning this Government for taking
the action they have taken, everyone who.
has the hest interests of this State and of
the citizens of the State it heart must see
+hat in a very trying time this Government
have acted in a statesmanlike manner and
conserved those interests which any Govern-
ment are elected to conserve. Now, 1t is
worthy of note in regard to this question, and
it is very apropos to the situation, to quote
from the Melbourne “Age” of 1st August
last. You will bear in mind that this paper
s not attached to the Labour party at all,
but it has some ideas of decent journalism
and is prepared to lay the facts of the situa-
tion clearly before the public. I want to
quote from the leading article of the
Melbourne ‘“Age” of 1st August last. It
says in one place—

“The time is steadily approaching
when the Government of the Common-
wealth will have to choose between
continuing its present policy (which is
intrinsically a poliey of strike promotion
and the creation of general tumult and
disorder) and adopting a policy scienti-
fically caleulated to hanwn discontent.”

Then, again, in another part of the article, -
it goes on to say—
“ Despite the increasod wages won by
fiftcen years of continuous agitation, the
average Australian worker is 111 per
cont. worse off to-day in the matter of
purchasing power than in 1901: and that
soction of the conmsuming public whose
earning power has rested stationary dur-
ing the same period is not less than 50.7
per cent. worse off. We sce, then, that the
employing eclass has not only succeeded
in positively sterilising the apparently
vietorious efforts of the workers to im-
prove their ecircumstances; it has out-
witted them all along the line, and put,
them in a much worse position. Assum-
ing the accuracy of the statist’s figures
and deductions, what is it but down-
right humbug for any person to disparage
the prevailing industrial discontent and
to hold up the Australian worker to
special execration as a type of insatiable
greed 77
Here we find a Tory paper that usually
supports the party cpposite dealing with the
whole question in a straightforward and en-
lighteuad manner; and the writer has been
able to point out what really is the true state
of affairs. Now, we know that immediately the
National party secured the control of the
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Commonwealth and the same party secured
the contral of New South Wales, they de-
liberately attemipted to foment strife and
discontent with a view to destroying the
Labour movement. We know that a dis-
turbance was provoked in New South Wales,
which has given rise to the motion to-day.
We know that the men were prepared, long
before the strike happened, o submit the
whole of the points in dispute to arbitration.
We also know that attempts have been made
by both the Commonwealth and the State
Government of New South Wales to cancel
the 1eg1at1atlon of various unions from time
to time with a view to provoking industrial
strife. Now, I am one of those who believe
in conoilia,tion and arbitration; I don’t be-
lieve in strikes at all; but we know that so
long as men are men, if they feel that cer-
tain metheds which have been adopted inflict
an intclerable wrong on them, rightly or
wrongly they will go on strike. That is the
position to-day. Those men felt in New
South Wales that an intolerable wrong
was being thrust upon them, and as a
result the trouble took place. We have seen,
Jater on, the tactics of men like the hon.
member for Mirani, like the hon. member
for Toowoomba, and various others, who
have used every effort in their power to act
as provocative agents to spread the general
disturbance and discontent to Queensland.
Now we know that one of the chief causes
of the Opposition’s trouble, and one of the
chief causcs of the motion which has been
moved by the hon. member for Mirani, is the
fact that, so far, their attempts have miser-
ably failed. We know, in addition, that the
Premier used every effort in his power to
mitigate and relieve the situation so far
back as Sth May, and later on 27th June;
and on Thursday last he made representa-
tions to the Commonwealth Government to
relieve the situation which have been a suc-
cess up to the present time. He also pointed
out that he was prepared to take certain
action with a view to getting bags. We know
‘that the whole position.has been bungled by
the Commonwealth Government, under whose
Arbitration Act the men who are re-
ferred to thiz afternoon work. I honestly
Lelieve that this is an attempt to throw back
into the hands of the Colenial Sugar Refin-
ing Company the full control of the sugar
industry. Now, in that connection, it is very
intcrc«ting to note that while T was inter-
viewing the Premier and receiving telegrams
from Mackay and districts dealing with the
situation. the hcn, member for Mirani was
taking his instructions from, and going about
with, Mr. Pritchard, who, we know, is the
leader of the National Political Council as
its president, and who, we also know, is the
hief barracker in Queensland for the Colo-
nial Sugar Refining Company; vet we find
the hon. member for Mirani, who claims to
be greatly taken up with the industrial strife
prevalent in Australia to-day, acting the part
of an agent provoecateur, and taking his in-
structions from the agents of the “Colonial
Sugar Refining Company, and bringing aleng
a motion of this kind to-day., Why, we saw
him going out into the lobby behind the
Speaker’s gallery consulting ‘his guardian
ange1—ﬁonsultm@ his political boss. His
political boss did not come into the lobby;
he had to save the face of the hon. member
fer Mirani and get in behind the Speaker’s
gallery, so that he would not be_seen in the
Chamber. Now, there is very little in the
case put forward either by the hon. member
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for Mirani or by the various speakers who
followed him. We know that their chief
trouble is that under very difficult circum-
stances—under circumstances which, I think,
no Government have ever had to cope with
before—this party has prevented the spread-
ing of industrial strife, and all the suffering
that that entails to the State of Queensland.

Now, the hon. member for Mur-
[5.30 p.m.] rumba had 2 good deal to say

about why doesn’t the Premier
order the waterside workers and order the
Seamen’s Union to carry their goods to
Sydney and wherever else the shipping com-
panies mlght desire so to do. No one knows
better than the hon, member himself, because
he is interested in shipping, that the Seamen’s
TUnion and the waterside workers work under
an award of the Federal Arbitration Court,
and that the trouble is a matter which is
outside the scope of this Government alto-
gether.

Mr. Forsyre: They don’t work
They decline to work.

Mr. SMITH: We heard the hon. member
for Murrumba get up and use a lot of canting
humbug about the waterside workers. The
hon. member knows as well as anvone else
that these men have been in the habit. when
they felt inclined, te go on strike from time
to time ever since the federation of the
Waterside Workers” Union was brought about,
and he also referred to the greatness of Mr,
Hughes, the very man who taught them to
take advantage of every situation for their
own benefit and on their own behalf. The
Premier has quoted a good deal of the corre-
spondence showing the activities he has been
engaged in dunng the last few days, and it
is due to that fact that he has been success-
ful, in a largze measure. Now we have the
hon. member for Mirani coming along with
this motion to-day. The Premier read a
telegram to-day, which he had received from
the Prime Minister of the Commonvwealth,
stating that he had arranged with the
{olonial Sugsr Refining Company to make
udvanccs against sugar prior to shipment so
az to give the necessary accommodation and
enable the millers to continue crushing overa-
tions, On the 27th June. in accordance with
a request from a deputation of sugar-growers
which waited on him at Mackav. the Premier
telegraphed to the Prime Minister, urging
him to make advances against sugar stored
in mills and shipping sheds. On 6th Sep-
tember, in consequence of representations
made to him by myself and the mills in the
MMackay district, the Premier again wired to
Mr. Hughes, pointing out that, owing to the
suspension of the interstate shipping, several
mills were unable to ship sugar and receive
payment for it. They were therefors unable
to pay for the cane and to pay the wages of
the men. The Premier stronglv uraged Mr.
Hughes to deal with the matter at once.
T.ast evening the Premier received the reply
from Mr. Hughes, which he read to the
House this afternoon, saving that he had
arranged for advances to be made against
sugar prior to shipment, so as to give the
necessary accommodation to enable millers
to continue crushing operations and pay for
cane and wages. T had better quote the
whole matter as it appears In to-day’s
¢ Standard '—

““ MACKAY AND STUGAR.
f“ ARRANGEMENTS FOR ADVANCES.

“On 27th June, in accordance with a
request of a deputation of sugar-growers,
which waited on him at Mackay, Mr.

My, Smith.]

at all.
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Ryan telegraphed to the Prime Minis-
foy, urging hll‘l to make advances again-t
sugar stored in mills and shipping sheds.
On 6th September, in consequence of
representations made to him by DMr.
Forgan Smith, M.L.A., and the mills in
the Mackay dlstrlct lVIr Ryan again
11ed to Mr. Hughez, pointing out thah
owing to the suspension of interstate
shipping, several mills were unable to
ship :ugar and receive payment for it.
They were, therefore, unable to pav for
the ¢ zue znd to pay the wagcs of the
men, Ryan atrongly urged Mr.
Hughc,n to deal with the matter at once.
“Liast evening the Premier received
the following reply from Mr. Hughes:—
Your telegram 6th. Have arranged
with the Colonial Sugar Rcﬁmng Com-
-pany to make advances against sugar,
prior to shipment, so as to give neces-
sary accommodation enable millers
centinue crushing operatlons, and pay
for cane and wages.’

¥ may that I consistemtly agitated on
the ticor of the House for that to be
done when the negotiations were pend-
ing with regard to the sugar crop. We
aiso know that, so far as dis tl‘xbs e\lstlng
in Mackay is conceenad, the UOVOIDHIOHT
oifered to make available the “Llewellyn.”
lvmrr at Rockhempion, which could be sent

at @ moment’s nctize with supplies.  The
Premier was 1equ(>stod to allow the port~
master "t Mackay to send the © Relief,” but
the ** Relief  would have had to oo to Rocii-

hampton and return again to Mackay. It
shows how movvptf; the siruation was dealt
with when the Premicr stated that the

“ Lieweilyn ” wus at Pockkampton and could
t up steam at o moment’s notice, and could
be load and despatched to Mackay.
th at \L( kay suffers more than any
pmt in the North so far as dislocation of
shipping is concerned, due chiefly to the bad
harbour and lack of rallwav communication.

Mr. SwaynNe: Caused by your friends, the
waterside workers,

Mr. SMITH: We al%o know that, that
being so, the various storskeepers in Mackay
ought to hold larger stocks than they do.
According > & wire which I received this
afternoon from Mr. Moule, the mavor of
Mackay, arrangersents have been made to
relicve the situation at least temporarily.
Mr. Moule wired as follows

© Thanks Premier’s offer hring supphes
from Rockhempton. Two boats arriving
from Townsville to-morrow will relieve
position somewhat. Have handed your
telegmm Traders’ Association for action.”

That ib 5 reply to my tclegram setting out
the situation to him. There is one roint I
want to make. While I was busily en@aaed
in dealing with the situation in Mackay,
making representations to the Premler and
tI’!YOIWH various other channels, we find thet
the Traders’ Aw ociaticn in Mackay never
con nnummt“r} with me in any manner what-
ever. e find that this association is com-
posed of the leading storekeepers, who are
Liberal supporters, “and some are political
aspirants in the Tiberal interests, but they
failed in their duty to notifr me in any way
whatsoever. That does not worry me. I have
other sources of information that keep me au
fait with the situation in Mackay to such an
extent that T have been able to make repre-
sentations to the Premier. and throuch the
prompt action of the Premier the situation

[Mr. Smith.
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has been relieved considerably. (Iiear. hear !}
I said at the beginning that this was a
motion moved bv the hon. member for
Mirsni, and supported by membhers opnosite,
for the purpose of scoring a little pohtlcal
capital.  {Hear, hear!) It also shows their
spleen and their regret that the position has
been dezlt with so successfullv un to the
r(‘sont time. I also said at the beginning,
4 I think I haw mo\'ml it, that the chief
Tlounlo of mombers opposite, and the party of

wwhich they are very poor representstives
'h@uy‘houf Australia, is to tr_v and cmbroil
Queensland in a  disastrous s",rlko. which

ffected the 'ﬁorkm‘r, but
¢ things to a Istill,
good deal of stxvvation,
snd how hon. members
o ahout strikes,  They
rtunitv of <eing what

wonld not oanly ha\e
it weuld he
and by ouszhf c,l yirt
E ¢ oean el
opnesita want to bri
want to got the oppe

thew have done on many oceaxions hefors.
Ther would have liked to see the infrodus-
tion of what th call lo = and ‘"co
lshourers. They desire to bring abou!

it erder to destror the Tabour itovement
and smbarrsss the Geovernment. [ do
thirk their actions will mcet with the succes:
which they anticipsted. T beolieve that the
cammon sere of Queensiand citizens gene-
e will he ahle to ser through the paucity

of wrouments used by hon. members onposite,
rnd will azree with the aections of the Ryan
Covernment, and maintain Quecensland free,
1 as pessible, from the internecine strife
h bas cause:l so much suffering in other

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
Tolonel RANKIN (Burrim): 1 think the
Pyremier s sm«vul rly unfortunate in the
choien of his anologists. if T may =0 deserib
the hon. member who has just resumed his
seat. I can imagine the feeling of soreness
that exists in the mind of the hon. member
for Mackay when he sces the energetic and
active attitade of the hon. member for
rani in looking after the welfare of his
mestitueney, I o not blame the hon. mem-
lm" for Mackay for being annoyed with this,
hecause of the positivn in which he found
himself,

My, SwmitH: T was
pennle were talking.

Colonel RANKIN : It was necessary that
somethirg should be done, but owing to the
{zet that he was a CGovernment subvorter,
Lound hand and foot to his masters on the
other side, he was unahle to do anvihing,
althoush he recognized the need for some-
thing being accomplished.

Mr. Surre: I was able to do =
things.

Colonel RANKIN: The hon. member for
Mirani, however, recognised the seriousness
of the position, and even a week ago
brought the matter before the Premier when
he pointed out the mecessity for some action
Lieing taken, Tt was only then that we find
the Gevernment bestirred themselves, recog-
nising the nced for something to be done in
tha North—recognising the dangerous position
wehich had been created, but which they did
not raize a finger to prevent. However,
they bestirred themselves and did something.
Now, we come along this afternoon. and
when the hon. member for Mirani brings
forward this motion we have a great batch
of correspondence tabled by the Premier
pointing out that he has done this and that
he has done that. o

The SecRETARY FOR PuBLIC INSTRUCTION :
You are barking up the wrong tree.

acting while other

lot of
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Colonel RANKIN: I am not barking up
eny tree ot the present time. I am making
a plain statement of facts, We know very
well thet the hon, member for Mackay feels
sore about this. Anyone who looks at the
morning paper and sees the trouble that the
Premier himsclf went to to whitewash the

hon. mermbsr for Mackay in the eyes of his
constitues must reccgnise the soreness he
feels.  Arrome who looks ab this morning’s

paper wiil seo that in almost every sentence
the Prewier used the words, * Mr. Forgan
ho ML.A, has told me,” or, “Mr.
Fo Smith. 2.L.A., brought under my
Lofie2,”  or some such remark, Right
throvgh the whole coluinn you will find the
same expressions 1t seems t0 me that thev
lese their value from the fact that the hon.
gentleinan protesteth tco much.
The SECRETARY ForR PUBLIC INSTRTCTION :
That is just what you are doing.

Colonel RANKIN :
o

I am not pretesting at
. tber for the North at
jusr pointing out that Mr. Smith,
member for 2lackay. did ncthing
Lhon. memwber for Mirani moved,
and then the Premier cndeavoured to white-
wash him.

The SPEAKER: Order! I point out to

the Lon. member that this has nothirg to

do with the metion before the House.
Colonel RANKIN .

Mackazr,

: The hen. member for
3 ‘hﬁ renly, referred to quotations

v tae ““Age.” and continued
right up 1o tl wkay wtrike, and I think
Ioam s Justified in replying along the
same hines. 1 am pointing out that he is

chagrined at the action of the hon. member
for Mirani, while he himself was indifferent
to the welfare of his constituents.

Mr. SyItH: That is untrue.

DANKIN: h:d tha hon.
g quotations from a paper
to call the Tory Melbourne
taterient is quite sufficient
i to condemn the whole of the hon.

We

rertleman’s  rewarks  withoud using any
stroner s oydf No one who reads the

) R
Melbour Age” would suggest that it

is a Tory paper.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
It always supports you.

Colonel RANKIN : It never does sunperh
e The Teossurer laughs st the idea of
anyon: czlling the Melbourne “ Age” a Tory
paper,

The Srrrrrany
would vou csll it?

. Colone] RANKIN: It certainly leans in
its politics toward: hon. gentlemen sitting
_bo s, . ]
cepposite. The hen. gentieman deslt with

. 2 D v

on of the National Government in

faw vionthe ago. We are not deal-
71 the actions of the National Govern-
ar dealing with the indifferencs

ment. 3¢
displayed the State Government, and the

FOR AGRICULTURE: What

£
I

hon. gent'smaan replies by making another
charge,  He levels a charge which is abso-

lutely urwarranted, absolutely unjustifiable,
and absolutely nnirue, to the effcet thut we,
on  this stde. have been endeavouring to
proveize industrial strife.

Mr. Forey: Hegr, hear!

Colonel RANKIXN: I ask if the hon.
gentleman can place his finger on any state-
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raent or any action coming from this side
that will support him in that direction?

Orzosimion MEeupEns: Iear, hear!

Colonel RANKIN: The hon. gentleman
knows as well as I do that e have con-
siztently throughout the turmoil that has
taken place in the North eandeavoured to
strengthen the hands of the Government so
long as they were taking action along what

we conceived to be constitutional lines.
(I1car, hear!) That is the duty of any Oppo-
sition towards the Government. In that,

as in manr other things, they have been
a disappointment, and now they arc
trying to raisa an Aunt Sally that they
might knock it down again themselves. No-
thing would give them greater plessure than
to be able to go to the coustrr during this
turmeil and say thsat while they ring
to bring about industrial peace
frying to increase industrial strife.
the hon. member who hss just spoken,
other members on that side of the Houue,
ake a generul staioment of that kind, they
know pesfectly well in their hesrts that 1%
has no foundation in fact—that it iz abso-
lutely unirue. Hon. members opposite have
endeavoured tc make the House bslieve that
they wish to prevent industrial sirife. and
that the members on this side proveke indus-
trial =trife. If that is so, how comes it that
during the last year of the Liberal Adminis-
trafion ws had only seventeen strikes. vwhile
during the last vear of the nresent Adminis-
tration thev have had sixtv-four strikes?
Who {4 it that fosters industrial unrest?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION:
It is Mr. Hughes.

]

Colonel RANKIN: It is the Minister for
Public Instruction znd his colleagues who
are rvesponsible for what hex taken vlace.
What hes LIr. Hughes to do with Queens-
jand? What has he to do with the rzilways
of Queensland? It is the Government who
are to blame for the trouble we have rceently
gone through. They are to blame for per-
mitting such & thing to happen. and for not
raizing a finger to prevent it. At the Central
Station in Brishane the other day I wit-
nessed a widow woman who was travelling
by train trying to carry her own belongings
te the carriage, and not a porter would pub
out & hund to help her with her luggage.

The SzORETARY For PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
Tt iz twenty times worse in New Ssuth
Wales.

RANKIN: This woran was un-
v her luggage to the train, and
rot a porier on the platform would give her
any assistance.

The SPEAKER : Order! The hon. mem-
ber, is digressing from the question before
the House.

Colonel RANKIN: If the hon. member
who has just resumed his seat was justified
in raising this matter, surely T am justified
in replying to hix remarks. We have had
an industrial upheaval, and it is quites clear
that hon. rembers opposite were with the
strikers. With regard to the widow woman
who was unable to move her thing: herself,
I wish to point out that the porters who
are in the employ of the Government and
were receiving their pay with certain privi-
leges and advantages——

Colonel Rankin.]
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The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber is not in order in continuing to discuss
the matter which I have pointed out has
no relation to the question before the House.

Colonel RANKIN : I have no desire to go

against your ruling Mr. Speaker, but I
submit I am in order in replying to the
remarks of the hon. member who last

addressed the House.

The SPEAKER: The hon. member is in
order in referring to the matter, but he is
not in order in going into details.

Colonel RANKIN: Tt is necessary in
matters of this kind to refer to details. The
attitude of the porters toward: the widow
woman I have referred to is just an indica-
tion of that cold-blooded indifference that
has been displayed by the Premier towards
the people who have been suffering in North
Queensland, The hon. gentleman has been
masterly inactive.

The TreasURER: Do you mean us to infer
that you walked away and allowed that
unfortunate woman to carry her own luggage
to the train?

Co]ongI_RANKIN: No. As soon as I saw
the position, I, with another man, assisted
her to take her luggage to the carriage.

. Mr. Porrock: And you were not even
introduced to her. (Laughter.)

Colonel RANKIN: I am not like hon.
members opposite. In doing a good turn of
that kind one does not ask for an intro-
duction, as it might be thought that one is
wanting a vote. The hon. member for
I\/I_ackay’dwe.lt very strongly on his standing
for arbitration and conciliation, and said
that he was a heliever in it, and that if the
Federal Government and the New South
Wales Government had submitted the ques-
tions in dispute to arbitration all this
trouble would have been avoided. What
does the hon. member mean by arbitration?
Does he mean that he believes in arhitration
when an award suits him or his party? The
word ‘“ arbitration,” of which in davs gone
by we heard so much, has been made an
absolute farce and a laughing-stock by hon.
members opposite. They know quite well
what has been the result of arbitration. We
were told in bygone times that if we placed
on_the statute-book an Arbitration and Con-
ciliation Act they would show us how to
handle industrial difficulties and how to pre-
vent industrial unrest for all time. Well, we
passed an Arbitration and Conciliation Act,
and what has been the result? Instead of
itz being a cure for these evils, it has accen-
tuated them. Never has industrial unrest
and mdustrla.l strife been so rife as it is at
the present time. The Government servants
were brought under a Conciliation and Arbi-
tration Act for the first time under the
regime of the present Government, and I
would ask any hon. member to say whether
the public service has ever been more dis-
contented than it is at present?

The SPEAKER: Order! I would point
out to the hon. member that this is not a
motion for the discussion ‘of the whole
matter of arbitration.

Colonel RANKIN: I take it that if an
on, member makes a certain number of
assertions it is reasonable that I should
reply to those assertions.

The SPEAKER: The hon. member can-
not digress from the subject-matter of the

[Colonel Rankin.
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motion. I would remind him that he has
only another minute and a-half in which to
conclude his speech.

Colonel RANKIN: I think I should be
allowed an extension of time, because I have
had a number of interruptions from hon.
members opposite, but I am not going to
ask for an extension. I say that the attitude
of the Government towards those unfortunate
people in the North is one which should be
resented. I would have liked to point out
how the producing industries are treated by
the Government, and how difficult it has been
for people to carry on. I submit that instead
of the Government waiting to be moved by
the action of the hon. member for Miran:,
they should have moved in this matter long
ago and should have prevented the trouble
which has arisen. After all, it is to prevent
such things that a Government is in existence,
and not merely to control them after ther
have arisen. The thanks of this House and of
the people of Queensland are due to the hon.
member for Mirani for bringing forward this
motion.

An HONOURABLE MEMEER :
of the Empire.

Colonel RANKIN: I do not say that,
though the Empire is to a certain extent
interested in the matter. Wec have promised
to assist in safeguarding the interests of the
Empire, and to that extent the Empire Is
interested in this particular matter.

How. J. TOLMIE (Toowoomba): I desire
to say a word or two in connection with the
motion before it is put to the House, In
common with other hon. members. I_desire
to congratulate the hon. member for Mirani
on his action in bringing forward this motion
in the interest of the whole of the people of
Northern Queensland. The people of North
Queensland have suffered through the action
of certain individuals who have failed to
carry out the obligations which rested upon
them, and it is a distressing fact that the
Government stood idly by while that was
being done. The Premier tried to justify
the attitude which he and the Government
have taken up in this matter, but I do not
think that any impartial individual will feel
that the Premier justified his position. The
arguments he put forward were absolutely
unconvineing, not only to members on this
side of the Chamber but also to the outside
public, and even to members on his own side
of the House. The hon. gentleman also
told us that the Opposition stood by and did
nothing  whilst  the Government were
strenuously endeavouring to save the country.
He made reference to the attitude taken up
by members on this side of the House during
the strike that arcse through the arbitration
failure in connection with the railway men
in North Queensland, and said that we
moved a vote of censure on ths Government
after they had settled the strike. We did
not move a vote of censure on the Govern-
ment after they had settled the strike; we
moved a vote of censure on men who had
not the courage to administer the law which
they themselves had framed. We moved a
vote of censure on a Government who ran
away from their responsibilities, and whose

And the thanks

‘ccurage oozed out at their finger-tips and

toe-tips, and who followed the course laid
down by the unions. I noticed in the Press
the other day a statement to the effect that
the Premier, being nonplussed through hie
failure to get Mr. Justice Higgins to come to
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Queensland, had again sent to North Queens-
land to bring down some of the late strikers
to help him to solve the problem. Notwith-
standing the fact that the law now on the
statute-book says that the award of the
Arbitration Court shall be filed, the hon.
gentleman was afraid to exercise the power
given him, and see that the law was car-
ried out, and the Government stood idly by
while the people of North Queensland were
suffering privation and their industries were
being destroyed. The Government had the
fullest knowledge that not only
[7 p.m.] the Oppositien, but the whole of
the country, stood behind them
in the recent strike, so long as they infended
to carry on the government of the country
in a constitutional way, but when they
hoisted the white flag to the strikers——

The SECRETARY TFOR AGRICULTURE: When
they adopted a coneiliatory spirit.

Hox. J. TOLMIE: When they showed the
white feather——

Mr. Grepsox: That is about four times
you have made that speech this session.

Hox. J, TOLMIE: Yes; and I am going
to make it again as it is of distinct advan-
tage. The country is charging the Govern-
ment with an absolute want of courage in
carrying out constitutional government.
Then the Premier charged me personally
with having attended a meeting at Too-
woomba which passed certain resolutions
deprecating the want of action on the part
of the Government with regard to the hold-
up at Wallangarra, and said that when that
meeting took place the strike at Wallan-
garra had been ended for two days. That
may be so, and I am not going to question
the accuracy of the Premier’s statement, but
it is a patent fact that the Government took
no action in making known to the public
that the strike had terminatad until sub-
scquently.  Further than that, the Premier
and those associated with him were well
aware of the public meeting being held that
day at Twowoomba, and of the resolutions
to be moved, as they were published in the
“Courier” on the Saturday. The Govern-
ment, naturally becoming alarmed at the
1de51 of the people taking the matter into
their own hands in order to see that justice
was done and to force the Government to
carry on_the administration of the railways,
took action and on the Saturday night an
intimation was flashcd over the wires that
the game was up and that the Wallangarza
strikers had better return to their duties.
(Government laughter.)

Mr. Free: Do you really mean it?

Hon. J. TOLMIE: I really mean it, and
I am speaking seriously. No amount of
hlla‘mtv on the part of members sitting
behind® the Government—of would-be com-
missioners or ex-commissioners—in regard to
this matter will relieve the Government from
the dishonourable position in which they were
forced by the strike at Wallangarra, and
the pusillanimous manner in which they sub-
mitted to the dictation of a few porters in
the railway service. Again, the hon. gentle-
man has tried to cover the unfortunate posi-
tion in whkich he finds himself by saying
that in connection with the matter which is
now under discussion hon. members on this
side did not take over the reins of govern-
ment in regard to it; that they did not take
out of the hands of the present Government
the administration of the affairs of this
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State. The Government say that there is
wanting in the newspapers any evidence that
the Opposition as a whole, or the members
of the Opposition individually, communi-
cated with the Prime Minister of Australia
in regard to this matter. It was not our
business to communicate with the Prime
Minister of Australia. It was the duty of
the present Government.

The Premizr: WIill you admit that you
approved of what we did?

Hox. J. TOLMIE: It was the duty of the
present Government to administer the laws
of the State, and to see that the King’s sub-
jecty in Queensland are just as free as the
King’s subjects are in any other parts of
the British dominions to go about their busi-
nest, The Government sat supinely by and
made no effort to bring about improved con-
ditions in Northern Queensland, where they
knew destitution was prevailing and that
ir<ustry was being demoralised. No action
was taken on their part, and they sut still,
hoping thet somebody else would intervene.
We are told in Hsop’s Fables about a
farmer anrd his son who were absolutely
dependent upon their own labours for the

_carrying on of the ordinary duties of the

farm. but if they could get anyone else to
do the work for them they would not do it
themselves. and if is just the same with the
Premicr and those associated with him in
the administration of the affairs of this State.
If they can get somebody else to take up the
responsibility of doing the country’s work,
if it is a diffienlt work the Government will
sit by and do nothing; but all the same they
declaim to the public that they are doing
all that it is possible for men to do. Have
not the newspapers of Brisbane been satu-
rsted with statements made by the Premier
as to the great efforts made by him in order
to satisfactorily settle this strike? When
the Northern strike was settled the Premier
said, “Alone I did it, and the people of
Queensland must be grateful to me, and
must stand behind the Government because
of the great things we have done.” The
people of Queensland laughed them to scorn.
{(Government laughter.)

The SEcreTaRY ror Ramwayvs: The hon.
member 1is very sorry that the settlement
was brought about.

Hewn, J. TOLMIE: That is the manner in
which thev have treated the whole subject
from the beginning; it has been to them a
theme of amusement. They have laughed
over the whole matter. They say that the
Ovpposition are sorry that the strike has been
rottled. Ts it not a travesty upon their own
misconduct for a statement of that kind to
be made? Hon. members on this side have
done everything possible to bring about a
settlement of that strike. (Loud Government
laughter.) We have done all that was pos-
sible for us to <o in the position we found
ourselves. We did not obstruct the Govern-
ment.

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber debated this question on a motion
brought forward last week, and I do not
intend to allow him to go over the same
ground again.

Hox. J. TOLMIE: Did you not hear the
Chief Secretary charge me directly with
failing to do anything in regard to this
matter?

The PreEmizr: I did not.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Hon. J. Tolmae.]




1048 Motion for

. Hox. J. TOLMIE: I will obey your rul-
ing, Mr. Speaker, if you tell me that the
Chief Secretary has a right to make a
distinet charge again:t me.

The SPEA¥ER: The Chicf Sccretary is
out of order in interjccting.

Hox. J. TOLMIT: It was not an inter-
jection; it was in the course of his specch
that he made the statement. If it wis an
interjestion I would allow it to pass by as
the idle wind. This was a direct charge
made by the hon. gentleman from his place
on the cpposite side of the House, and I
am cortsin that your wense of justice will
not allow him to make a direct charge
againit me without allowing the right of
reply. I am quite willing to admit that the
statemment was not heard by you, IMr.
opeaker, otherwilie you would not prevent
me fror: making a reply to it. These are the
charges that have been made by the Premier
with a view to covering up the want of
action of the Government in regard to the
question that is now before the House. What
is the issue? It is a eclear-cut issue that
everyone can understand. The hon. member
for Mirani says there is distress in North
Queenszland; that people are suffering.

Mr, O'SvLuivax: He says a lot more than
his prayers.

Hew. J. TOLMIE: Well, if you say vour
prayers, it is not a case of ‘‘ rightecusness
availing much.”

The Pxremise: There .is much distress in
the Opposition; that is what it amounts to.

Hox. J. TOLMIE: He says that there has
been hunger, because the people have not
been supplied with the necessaries of life.
The Premier gets up in this Chamber and
reads a telegram that caime from the mavor
of Macksy, addressed to the hon. member
for Mackay, in which he expresses thanks

that there had been a temporary relief
granted to the people. By whom? By
private enterprise. (Hear, hear!) Private

enterprise having brought about this relicf,
the Premier stood up in his place in the
Assembly and asked the whole world to bear
witness to what he had done towards giving
that relief. Two steamers came from Towns.
ville for the purpese of relieving the people
of Mackay; that is the substance of the
telezram which was read by the Premier and
subsoquently by the hon. member for Mackay.
Where the Government had stood supinely
br knowing the people were starving, and
took no artion, private enterprise came to
the rescue; and when the Government wwas
shamed into doing something, they said “We
will send a steamer from Rockhampton.”
With that measure of relief no doubb the
Eegple of Mackay will be fairly well satis-
ed.

The Premier : What would you have done?

Hox. J, TOLMIE: What would I have
done? What would any honourable man
do that had the courage to do things—
instifuted relief immediately.

The PrevMizr: How?

How. J. TOLMIE : By the means that are
being taken now in supplying the necessities
to the people.

Now we come again to another question.
The sugar-mills are ceasing to crush, Why?
Thes have not got sufficient bags to carry
on their operations; and we have the Premier
saying that he fook steps in May last to
{)varn those millers to lay in large stocks of

ags.

[Hon. J. Tolmie,
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The PrEmmRr: No; I warned the Prime
Minister.

Hox. J. TOLMIE: I asked the hon.
gentleman then, and I ask him now—when
he issued that warning to them to lay in large
stocks of bags, did he know of the shadow
usider which the industry lay at that parti-
cular time; did he know there was going to
be this strike that has taken place, when
there was that necessity for it?  Would not
they, as ordinary carveful business men, lay
n a sufficiency of bags to tide them over
frema time to time? Why should they be
called upon to invest largely in a stock of
matenial that would mean capital lying idle
for several wecks without being utilised?
Would ther not, as ordinary business men,
make arrangements to get their stocks of
bags week by week, forinight by fortnight,
or month by month as the case might be,
and thereby save the capital which otherwise
would be lying idle? That is what ordinary
business men would do, and that is what
these men have been doing right up to the
prezent time; and because this strike inter-
vened and the Government took no means
to assist the produsers and the manufacturers
—as they might have done—-thev have been
landed in the position in which they are now.

The Premier: Can you tell me what you
vould have done to relisve the situation?

Hox. J. TOLMIE: It it not a question of
what vo would do; it is a question of what
the Government has failed to do. That is the
question which is troubling the Government.
And why? Not because of the sufferings of
the nsople who are primarily interested in
the Mer-kay district, but because of the fact
that the people throughout the whole of
Australia are recognising the failure of this
Goverument to asdminister the affairs of this
State in the way in which thev ought to be
administered. It is for. that reason that
when any aection of condemnation is brought
against the (Governmwent the Premier gets
up in his place here, and pounces upon cvery
newspaper reporter who comes within his
reach. T am told that when the newspaper
renorters =ee him in the distance they hurry
round the corners; for the reason that thew
are tired of listering to the saying “ All this
"3 dre to some machination on the part of
the Opposition in order to bring us into
disrepute.”

The SPEAKER : Order!

I understand, DMr.
that my timve has expired. I am
I cennot complete my indictment
of the Covernment. T would very much like
to de so. becanse ther have signally failed
in their discharge of a public duty in this
matter. )

Xr. MURPHY (Burke): There is no doubt
that the matter which has been brought
before the Chamber by the hon. member for
Miireni i a matter of urgeat public import-
ance, Now, during this debate we have had
the State Government criticised snd we have
had the Commonwealth Government criti-
cized: but, in m7y opinion, the people who
sre  deserving of most criticism  are the
peonle of Australia, who permit industries
£3 be closed down, such as the sugar industry
bt acen cewed dowr at the present time,
just beranse a section of the community says
that no ships shall run and ne trains shall
run, and no business shall be conducted.
Tt is no good Parliament considering these
matters and filling up pages of newspapers
and pages of “ Hansard”’ in connection with
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the maticz, The people will have to frust
themselves; they will have to step in and
say “ The public business must be permitted
to continue.”” We have heard a lot about
the shipping companies, Now, we will take
the caze ot the steamer ‘‘ Musgrave’ that
runs between Brisbane and the Gulf, and
never p Brisbane. On its last trip
{rom the North, as scon as it arrived in
Brisbane all the erew wern callsd out

The Tre23vreER: Three wecks ago the crew
offered to re-sign on.

My, MURPHY : I met :ome of the mem-
bers of the crew and they never told me that.

The Trrmisurer: Well, they told me that.

Mr. MURFHY : I mct some of the officers
of the ship and they never told me that;
and there was nothing said in connection
with that particular matter when the Premier
an(%f myrelf discursed the position in she
Gulf,

The TrRr:SURER:

Three
offo to «ign on again;
labourers offersd to load her.

Mr. MURPHY : Well, that may be truc;
the Treasurer may have more reliable infor-
mation than I obtained. I obtained mv
information from officers of the boat armd
from members cf the ecrew. The fact remains.
anvhow, that the “ Musgrave” did not run
up to the Guif. Now, it is a matter of per-
fert indifference to me whether it was the
Premier or the Prire Minister who arranged
with the shipp company to send the
“ Wodonga What Parliament has
to copsider ix why these pecple in the far
North, why the people in the inland centres,
sheuld he placed in the position that they
have to starve because railwav emplovees
won’t Tun the traine or because shipping em-
ployecs or shipowners refuse to run ships.
The time is rapidly approaching in Australia
when the great body of the people will have

weeks ago they
and the wharf

to teil these unionists that they are not
solng o permit them to compel them
e. That is the position right through.
take the s#hipping position to-day.

was no dispute between the Seamen’s
n and the shipping companies. All the
arrengements between those two have been
ratificd. even to preference to unionists.
There wis no dispnte, but because some rail-
v men in New Scuth Wales had a dispute
with the Gevernment they were in a position,
threugh the ropresentatives of the Trades and
Labour (founcil in New South Wales, to close
down the whole of the shinpice of Australia,
azal the people in the outside contros have got
to wo wirhout provisions just in order that the
Seamen's Uni and the Waterside Union

5 in svmpathy with some
men in New South

T MryBER : Ridiculous !
MURPHY : Absolutely absurd.

H. Rvax: You
fway *to-night.

Mr. MURPHY: I am not frightened to
weelf away., I am not frightened to
: up and szy what I think in connection
with these matters. T am not oiving mvself
nway.  But the poor, unfortunate people in
North Queensland, out in the Western
country, and the people in Mackay, and
Bowen, and those places, what about them?

The SecrerarY FOR PUBLIC LaNDS: That Is
the right track now; keep to the North.

are giving vourself
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Mr., MURPHY : You never see the Secre-
tary for Public Lands getting off the right
track. That is the position in Australia to-
dlav. Thess are starving in North
Queernszland =z parts of Australia
because some dispute has happened in which
thew sre not particularly interested, and both
the State Puarlizment and the Federal Parlia-
ment are being continually adjourned in order
that hon. members may discuzs the position.
A diseusslon of the position does not alter it
at all. The strike =ti!l goes on, and nobody
in this Chamber can tell u: when a boat is
likelv to go to Mackay, or when the sugar
milled in the Northern distriets will be
shipped South. Nobody can tell us when
the Proserpize sirike will end.

The TrEASURER: I can tell von when the
Proserpine strike will end.

Mr, GrersoN: Why don’t vou wake up?

Mr. MURPHY: A man would heve to be
pretty slecpy if he was not more wide awake

than the hon. member. I do not want to
enter into a controversy with the hon. mem-
lzv on the quastion of ofulness, Probably
L will want to wake up a bit when he meets

some of the Ipswich railwar moa to discuss
the position which has arisen there—not
becauss of any question in dispute between
themselves and thiz Goverament, but because
they are in syvmpath h some strilers over
in New South Wales. The time has passed
in Australia for the people of Anstralia to
have symnuthy with any body of strikers.

Mr., Grepsox: You are still asleep

Mr. MURPH rolka I do sleep more
than the hon. member, becruse I get into bed
without saying my pravers, and get to sleep
as quickly as I can. {Laughter.) The time
has passed in Australia for the general com-
munity to be continuallv begging some section
of the co itv to go baci: to work and
knock off starving other sections of the
people. In every State we have arbitration
laws under which every grievance suffered
by workmen c¢an be dealt with by an
impertial tribunal and the matter settled up.
d that being so it secms to5 me absurd that

zhould hsve to be continually asking ner-
ission to =djourn the llouse in order to
seuss some sivike question.

AMr. Grepsox: After the strike is cover you
do that. . .

Mr. MURPIY : The shipping strike is not
sottled. . .

Afr. Grepson: The shipping strike is
scitled so far as the men sre concerned. but
the shipping comnanies are standing out.

Mr. MULPEY: I believe the coalminers
in Ausiraliz get everything they asked for.
The Covermment appointed 2 sperial tribunal,
which gave them 3s. a dav extra on the con-
dition that there was to b» no dislocation of
trade during the period of the war.

The SPBEAKER: Order! T suggest to the
hon. member that he get back to the seamen’s
strike.

Mr. MURPHY: I ar
seamen, and I am dea
in New South Wales,

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
bor is dealing with the co=l strike that took
plsca some wmenths ago.

Mr. MURPHY: I want to connect my
reparks in this way.

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY:
listening.

Mr. IURPHY : “ Hansard > listens to me
just as well as it does to the hon. gentleman.
That is one consolation for beine a member
of Parliament; ‘ Hansard’ deals with the

Mr. Murphy.]

1 dealing with the
¢ with the trouble

“Hansurd ” is
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common garden variety member just as well
as with the Minister who can drive about the
streets in his motor-car. (Laughter.)

Hon. J. A. Fruerry: You must be very

sour to-night.
. Mr. MURPHY : Getting back to the sub-
Ject. Mr. Speaker has claimed that I have
no right to deal with any strike under this
motion, except with that relating——

The SPEAKER: I did not say that. I
said the hon. member had no right to dis-
cuss the zettlement of the coal strike that
took place six months ago.

Mr. MURPHY: That strike took place
considerably longer ago than that.

Mr. Grebsox: It was only eight months
ago. so that it was not considerably longer

ago.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. MURPHY: I was just quoting a
settlement of the coal strike for the purpose
of showing members of the Chamber, as well
as the people of the country, that there was
no_ justification nowadays for strikes at all.

Mr. CorLiNs: There s no justification for
var, but we have a war.

The SPEAKER: If the hon. member
procseded under this motion to deal with
every strike that took place during the last
five years, the debate would be considerably
out of order, )

Mr. MURPHY: Very woll, I will leave
the coal strike and leave the railway strike.

Mr. CoOPER interjected.

Mr. MURPHY : Because I am obeying the
ruling of the Chair. That is a gentle-
manly thing to do, and probably that is
the difference between the hon. member and
myself. The question that has been brought
up by the hon. member for Mirani cannot,
the Premier as:tures us, be settled by this
Government, and that being so, it will be
the duty of the people of Queensland to Dass
over the Queensland Government and submit
the matter in dispute to the Commonwealth
Government. If the State Government can
do nothing for the people of Mackay and
Bowen and other places who are being
starved _at the present time because the sea-
men will not man the ships or because the
shipping companies will not run their ships,
then the Commonwealth Government will
have to step 1n and see that these people
are supplied with provisions, and see that
the industries are allowed to continue. We
know at the present time that the sugar
industry is being hung up for want of ships,
because the millowners are unable to send
théir raw sugar to the refinery.
trust that, so far as the Premier is con-
cerned, if he finds he is unable to do
anything to assist these people that he will
get into communication with the Prime
Minister in order that the seamen’s strike
may be brought to a conclusion as speedily
as possible.

.Mr. Forey: He has been in communica-
tion with him for the last month. '

Mr., SWAYNE (in reply): Before the
question is put I should like to say a few
words in reply to what has been said on the

other side. I notice that the
[7.30 p.m.] Premier, as usual, evaded the

main issues that I raised. When
I rose, I pointed out that, as far as the
food problem was concerned, it had been
partially met, and met chiefly by private
enterprise from Townsville. T referred to
the firms of Burns, Philp, and Co. and

[Mr. Murphy.

I sincerely
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Cummins and Campbell, who had sent boats.
Then, as regards the sacks, I also pointed
out that there was a possibility of that dif-
ficulty being met within the next few days.
After all, the most important question of all
was that of getting away the sugar from the
districts where it is produced, and, so far
as that is concerned, the Premier utterly
failed to make any satisfactory reply. He
said it was a Commonwealth duty. I would
like to draw his attention to a statement he
made the other day, when I waited on him
in company with a member of the Upper
House. I may say that I wished, so far as
possible, to divest this matter of a party
colour, and I got a gentleman who has
interests in Mackay and who belongs to a
non-party House to accompany me.

The PremiEr: I give you permission to
use everything I said.

Mr. SWAVYNIE: At that interview I
stressed this matter of the export of sugar
from the North, and he then said, as he says
now, that it is a Commonwealth matter, but
he also said this—

“He would use his best endeavours to
bring about a general resumption of
trade, but the carriage of sugar was 2
Commonwealth matter in which he wax
also assisting.”

Has he during this afternoon given us the
slightest indication of any assistance or any
willingness to assist? No, he has not even
said so much as he said last Thursday.

The PreMIER: You say all 1 said.

Mr. SWAVYNE: Let the hon. member tell
the House straight away in what way he is
assisting. He 1s doing nothing. And yet
he tries to make it better for himself by
saving he is assisting. I suppose that if the
Cominonwealth did step into the arena and
take a hand he would fall back on the state-
ment that he assisted them.

The PreMIzr: You might tell what the
gentleman with you said about the settlement
of the Northern strike; I am sure it would
be very interesting to the public.

Mr. SWAYNE: I zaid nothing about the
Northern strike, and gave the Government
no credit whatever for their action in regard
to it.

The PreMier: Congratulated the Govern-
ment on doing well,

Mr. SWAYNE: And I should not refer to
this matter unless it was a public telegram
which was sent with the knowledge of the
hon. member himsalf. However, if he says
that I in any way gave the Government
credit for anything that they did, he says
what is not true. I gave him no credit
whatever. It is a very petty plan of action
to bring in little things like that. (Govern-
ment laughter.) The hon. member should
be abeve that sort of thing. I say that, con-
sidering things in the North, it is his duty
to help the Commonwealth Government. We
know that they have a very heavy task on
their shoulders; they have the conduct of the
war on their shoulders so far as Australia
is concerned, and they are entitled to the
sympathetic assistance of the State Govern-
ment, especially secing how Queensland itself
is concerned. The Government Statistician
has published the figures relating to the sugar
indusiry for the last year. I see that out
of 169,000 acres of cane only 75,000 acres
were harvested, less than half. Of course,
we all know that every year a certain amount
is not harvested because it represents the
growing crop, but as a rule it is only one-
third or one-fourth. There was a heavy
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loss to Quecnsland last year and some of the
Queensland producers were ruined through
the inaction of the Government. Is that to
be repeated? Are we again to lose thou-
sands upon thousands of pounds; are Queens-
land producers again to be ruined because
of this Government’s inaction? There is a
4,000-ton ship alongside the wharf here.
Let them man her and send her up North
with supplies and bring sugar back to
Sydney in her. .

A GOVERNMENT MEMBER: Why not bring it
te Brisbane?

My, SWAYNE: Does the hon. member not
know beiter than that? Hon. members on
the other side who represent sugar districts
know that there is no room in the sugar
stores or the refineries for a single ton of
sugar. They know that talking like that
is =imply hot air. The sugar may as well
stop up North as be brought to Brisbane.
The Queensland refinery is fully occupied
with sugar from around Bundaberg. The
question of the bags is one in connection
with which the hon. moember has boasted of
his foresight. Yet a Government mill, the
Babinda Mill, had to borrow bags from the
Queensland refinery. Yet he boasts that so
long ago as May he foresaw this difficulty.
Did he do anything in regard to it? I
warned him in June about this financial
business. I did not know that there were
any strikes or anything of that kind coming,
but, after the experience we had last year,
I knew it was quite possible, and I asked him
then if he would make the same arrange-
ments as had previously been made and have
the sugar paid for.

The PrumizR: Where and when did you
want that?

Ar. SWAYDNE: In June. I asked the
hon. member then lo arrange this matter
which he boasted a» having attended to
within the last few days.

The PREMIER: Where?

Mr. SWAYNE: When I moved this

motion I kept away from the small personal
aspect of it. I did not say what I had done
or any other member had done, but if it
comes to that I weuld like to point out that
we had every reason for believing that
nothing whatever was done until last Thurs-
day. I asked this question without notice
last Thursday—

“Will he take Immediate steps to
relisve the distress in Mackay, where,
through the stoppage of water-borne
traffic, they are becoming short of the
nccessarics of life ?”

It was a simnle question. and the hon. mem-
ber would surely not say ‘“ No.” Surely he
could have answered “VYes” to that. If at
that time he was doing anything. that was
an_excellent opportunity to say what he was
doing. No, he was not doing anything then.
Otherwise he could very well have got up
and said that he was doing his best to
relieve the distress, and he was also doing
something about bags. If he had been doing
anything, that was a friendly question. No,
he was doing nothing at the time. Of course,
it is a very very old adage that when you
have no argument abuse your adversary.

The PreMIER: That is what you arc doing.

 Mr. SWAYNE: Members on the other
side are indulging in personalities and accus-
ing us of fomenting strikes and that sort of
thing.

GOVERNMENT MEeNBERS: Hear, hear!
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Mr. SWAYNE: 1 have here a “ Daily

Standard” of 3rd September, containing a
report of a meeting held in the Gardens here.
I find that it was addressed by two members
sitting on that side of the House, and Mr.
Kirwan, , the hon. member for Brisbane,
sald—

“ In conclusion, the speaker urged the
workers not to scab on their own party
but to keep their industrial organisa-
tions powerful, and when the next elec-
tion came round te return the Ryan
Government-—the party that would safe-
guard the interests of the people and pre-
serve industrial peace by tact and sym-
pathy instead of using the baton, the
bludgeon, and the machine gun.”

Is that not calculated to appeal to men’s
worst passions, particularly in a country
where we have Avbitration Courts and every
facility to settle disputes by peaceful means?
The hon. member did not tell them it was
unconstitutional and advise them to refer
it to the courts. Another speaker was re-
ported as follows:—

“ Proceeding to discuss the strike in
the South, he said that behind the effort
to crush industrial organisation. was the
sinister motive to introduce conscrip-
tion.”

Only faney bringing up a question of con-
scription in this erisis. Is that the way to
bring about sweet reasonablenes:y
Mr. O’'Sprrivan: The shipping companies
themselves went on strike.
Mr. SWAYNE: Mr. Kirwan, continuing,
also said—
* They must see to it that the work so
nobly begun by William Lane and con-
tinued by others was not destroyed.”
Is not that only inflaming their passions?
Is not that inciting them to strike? Then
the hon. member for Mackay, instead of
asking them to get steamers to take sup-
plies to his constituents and relieve them of
the sugar stored there, addressed the meet-
ing of strikers. This is a motion moved by
the hon. member for Mackay—

“That thix public meeting of Brizbane
citizens send hearty greetings to the
brave men now on strike in New South
Wales, and expresses its unbounded ad-
miration of their splendid solidarity and
wonderful orderliness under protest and
most wilful provocation,”

Is that advising conciliation? Vet they have
the effrentery to come here and say that
thev prevent strikes. This is a most serious

matter, and we should cndeavour to take
a broad national view of it. The hon.
member for Burke took the debate on a

high plane when he stated what the general
cffect of strikes would be and the attitude
of a certain scction of the community. If
this sort of thing is going to happen. it will
mean the depopulation of the North. It
will mean that the North will be déserted.
1t will mean the depopulation of the most
fruitful part of Queensland. I think this is a
question that might be discussed without
party feeling; just because there has been
some dispute in Melbourne and Sydney. and
because some Government employees object
to the management in their workshops, why
should the people of Bowen and Mackay
be starved? If thev cannot get their pro-
duce away, they will have to suffer. Trey
could not get it away last year. and the
same thing will happen again. The people
cannot live up there unless they can pay

Mr.. Swayne.]
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their way. How can they pay for the food
dol#d cut to them now unless they get their
sugar away? Apparently, so far as mem-
bers on the other side are concerned, this
state of things can eontinue for months, and
thev w "11 do nothing. .

Tu{ I invite yeu to mention
that eecurred between us in the

. SWAYNE: All the industries in the
h arve Jdependent one on the other, and
the morment you cease to keep things going
i st”u transit between the different
. that nlom(nu our civilisation ceawns.
e going hack to the old cattle

staticn daysy, “when they were visited by a
bullock dray once in twolve months,  All our
transport facilities l‘nvo been hung up when
thece was no excuse for it. They have their
Arbit Court to refer to, and they are
freate b every fairness. 'If this sort of
thing ccutinues, it will mean depopulating
"L

the Nerth, and «ill lead to unemplov-
ment. It i a disgraceful state of things
when a Governraent takes refuge under the

peltrs plen that it is some other Govern-
ment's uty to do it.

T‘nu #IER: What would you do to get
the sy Town? ;

M}:. BWAYNE: T would put the “Wyan-

E U0 'l] »101.

Le y#IER: IHow would you do it7
Mp, BW A"\F I would put the ¢ Wyan-
" imto conunission straight away.

The Prexrrr: But how weuld you do it?

Ar. BWAYNE: If you try you can get
plentr m voiunteers tc man her “and she w vill

bring «dosn £84,000 worth of sugar in one
load.

The Pazurr: Whe don’t vou do it?

Mr. SWAYNE: What an admission
of weakuess! The hon. gentleman always
triez to blame someone else. He throws

the blame on to the shipping companics.
These boats cost £200 a day to run.
and bocausn th‘y cannot <re their way to
sand boat: up and bring them back empty,
«ays that it is their fault. The only
to wet over the difficulty is to send the
bosts with cargo and bring the sugar down.
The whale of ths trouble arcse with this
Gos (Mmen*. It is caused by their friends

and the syetem they themselves brought
abouf—rhn tem of solidarity. Just becausze
a dispute occurs 100 milss away
cve plice has got to suffer. It is all
brousht abent by the propsganda work of

onposite, They are making invidi-

cu «x distinctions.
Thc QPLAEFR Ordor !
out to the hon.

I would point
member that I allowed him

a very great deel of latitude in moving this
motion.  The hon. member blOuﬂhl" the
motion ferward as a matter of “urgtnt
public importance,” and it has been dis-
cussedd by most members on both sides of the

who have tsken the opportunity to

a number of other subjects as well.

1t say at this stage that in future I
I be ¢ areful about accopting any mot icn
th‘lt iz mopo:ed for the purpose of dlscus:mg

a matter of “urgent public importance” if
members take advantage of the opportunity
to have a full dress debate on almost every
; ¢ anested with it

Mz, S\VAY\E. I am replying to the
statements made on the other side, and I was
not mware that I was going outside the scope
of these statements,

[Mr. Swayne.
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¢ Produce Agency B,

The SPEAKER: The hon. gentleman
must know that in a debate of this kind
opportunity is given to an hon. member to
czll «pecial attention to an important sub-
ject—to a matter of ““ urgent public import-
ancs "—but he is not allowed to talk on
overy matter that might be brought into such
& rubject.

¥, SWAVNE: I have no_intention of
trenszgressing. (All T wish to do is to draw
atteution to the distrzssful state of the North,
end I was pointing out the results that will
follive from the pu sent attitude of the Go-
vernment. I was stating that all these things
were brought about by the gentlemen now
in office, but I will not procead with that
subject sny lonser. I will give the Premier
nother opportunity of showing whether he
i+ willing to do something in thixz matter.
When I opened this debate I read a tele-
grarm which I receivad from a Northarn mill,
acd the same telezrem was sent to the
Premier. It conecerned the question of saclks.
I don’t want to boast of anything thas I
did, but I may =ay that when I get that

sram on Seturdav night it struck
that there was one omission, and that was
that there was no montion of the quantity
regnired. I wired up straight away on
%aw‘(lxy night aslﬂ‘lg what quantity was
required, I also rung up the traffic super-
mt' rdent and got a quotation for a spemal
pin o0 7\Iondm I also got a quotation
for a special train from Sydney to Glad-
stone.  We found out what it would coit,
that information up to LIiackay.
that T had to istervies Mr.
socretary of the Australian
acers’ Assoctation.

: He is your boss.
fbv all mnrht %

Hr. SWAYNE: I naturally went to him
as bsing sceretary of the organisation which
embraces all the mills, and anyone will
wdmit th‘zt e was more likel_v to posscss the

He has

neceszary Lknowledge regarding sacks and
mili lies than anpows clse. Whs! was
than that I should go and

SPEAXKIER: Order! The hon. gen-
has exhausted the twenty minutes
him by the Standing Orders to
peak in reply to his motion.

Mr. SWAYNE:
tolegram.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Question—That this House do now adjourn
—put and negatived.

I just want to read a

STATE PRODUCE AGENCY BILL.

XD READING—RESTHPTION OF IDEBATE.

Mr. GUNN (Carsarvss): This Bill has
heen #siked of for a considerable time and
thought «f a good deal, and I do not know
why it was not brought in long ago by the
prewwmt Government, breause it is a measure
which wos in the forefront of their manifesto
when they went to the country. The Minister
who intreduced the Bill the other night,
said—

“The desire of the Bill mainly is to
brmg the producer and consumer into
closer touch, and to dispense with, as far
as possible, the services of the mlddle-
man. We hope by this means to acquire
for the producer a better price for his

SEC
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product, and to afford the consumer the
ordinary neceisarvies of life at a much
lower price than he has been having to
pay. OUnc has only to read the reports
of the prices obtaaned for fruit in our
local markets—that is the first item on
which I shall touch i dif-
fienlt it is for men ts make a living
out of fruit at 21l.”

Thase sentimonts are very fine, and I do net
think anybody can disagres with them. No
cne 1n Qudensland can have any fault to find
with such sentimoents. The Minister states,
i effest, thdt if this Bill becomes law the
farmers will get more for thelr nroduce and
the people will get that produce at a chraper
price. We kave geen Bills of thls °oxt blouqht
bzfore the Iouse previously. ¢ have the
Sugar Acquisition Bill bro ,mht l” fore us,
sud the very same sentiments could be ex-
preased with” regard to that measure. It was
t give the sugar producer an equitable puce
foy his ‘)A\Jdu\w and to give the peopnle of
Gueanslund all the sugar they required, and
von sllew it to go out of the Staie duris g a
1 of war. The scutiment of that Bill was
iwt lite the sentimen:t of this Bill, but
when that Bill berawure luw wo found that our
sheep were coramandesred under it, that our
cattle were commandeered under it, that our
zalvenized Iron was commandsored under 1t
and that an unfortunate woman living in th
West had the whole of her property taken
from her under it. The farmer is becoming
very suspicious of such Bills. I have here a
telegram from ome of the principsl fruit-
growing centres in my electorate, which reads
as follows:—

¢ Last night Applethorpe Fruitgrowers:

Association protested against State
duce Agency Bill. Ple ase use this,
‘“ LONGHURST,

“Chairman.”

Prao-

Iexorrasre Meweer: Did you inspire

Mr. GUNN: No, I did nct inspire the
teiegram. I have no interest in the matter.
Tr s nothing to me whether a State Produce
Agopey Bill is brought into operation or
not. I s'a not a middieman, I am a grazing
furmer, and want to do w hat is right in the
intsrests of the State; but I have to take

zatice of the wishes of the people in my
mu‘tcrate Many of them have spoken to me
in the same strain. Why are they susplclous
of this Government? Because they were
*had?” before, and they are afraid that they
may be “had” again. Their butter was
taken from them under the Sugar Acquisition
Act, and they are dfl‘uld of this Bill, I do
net object to the principle of the Bill; I do
not object to the Government bunmr farm
pmdu’-c and retailing it again in Busbane
but T am sfraid that if the Government bake
up this matter more public servants will be
reguired, that the Government will exercise
patronage in allotting new billets, and that
the farmers will have to pay more for the
sale of their produce through the Govern-
ment ags ney than they would have to pay for
is rale by a private ageney. 1 am afraid
510 that there will be more inspectors and
fulthnr taxation. I do not Lnow how it is,
but it is a fact that whenever the Govern.
ment undertake anything of this kind they
carry out the business in a more extravagant
manner than private individuals do. The
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fact is that corporations cannot carry on such
businesies as well as private individuals.
It seems to me that this measure is a

sort of decoy held out to the farmer, I
resaember that wwhen I was a young:ter it
was my duty to look after some horses. We
had what was called a * night ”’ houe When
1 went to catch that night horse in the
worning I mansged very succeacfullv for the
first two or three mornings, but after a time
I fcund T had to take a bit of bread in one
hand and the bridle in the other, and to
hold the bridle b hind my back, because if
the horse saw the bridle I had on chance of
¢atching him. I might hold out the bread
and call *“ Cocp, cocp, cocp,” but I would
not get the horse. {Laughter.) 8o it :zeems
m me that the Government presont this
save to the farmers, bat ave (’auwvm the
l) dle behind their back and saying “Coop,
cocp, coon’ to the farmer, who is not there.
(Laug hter ) They have siarted Staie stations,
State hoisls, State sewmills, State butchers’
shops, and 8tate coalmines, and they have also
started deeling in butter. Why did they not
start a State produce agency? There was
r\othirg to prevent them doing so. All the
ageneiss I have referred to were started
without a Bill of this kind, and they do not
need thl Bill to start a State produce

s T it was legal to sturt all those
iR 5, it is legal to start a State

duce ag . If those other industries
were c*'nted 1Hegallv then the best thing the
Goverament can do is to legalise them Lefore
they slart a new business, The Minister for
Agriculture. in the course of his sccond
reading specch on this Bill, szid—

“Under this Bill the
Council will have power, by proclama-
tion, to dcclare that this, that. or the
cther itom comes within the scope of
this measure.”

Governor in

That means that he can do anythiny and
everything under this measure, that he can
both bur and sell, amd yet we have nuofher
Bill coming alcng-—a. BIII to license produce
agents; but in that Bill the agent
[8 pm.] is not allowed both to buy and
" sell. The Government, however,
under this Bill are allowsd both to buy and
scll.  Under the Bill there is noihirg to
prevent the Government from starting two-
up schools, jov shops down in Albert street,
or suything clse they like. It is bl’)ughf
forward, I think, principally as a way of
abusing the middleman. I do not know why
it is that it is popular always to say some-
thing nasty about the middleman.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIcTLTUSE: Did I

abuse the middleman?

Mr. GUNN: No, you did not abuse him;
but I think this ‘method  of legislation is
brought in on a plank of the red book which
is the Bible of the Labour party, and it
there talks about the perquisites of the
middleman. The middleman in many walks
of life is a very useful man. I am not a
niddleman myself, and I can see that some
credit is due to the middleman. Is not the
storelceeper a middleman, and a useful mem-

ber of society? We could not do without
the storekeceper. Then there is the hotel-
keeper. Some people think that hotels are

not wanted at all; but I think that the hotel-
keeper sometimes is a very useful middle-
man. Then there are the bakers. How could

Mr. Gunn.]
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we do without bakers to bake our bread?
They are middlemen. Then there is another
class of middlemen, which I think my hon,
friends opposite will agree with me are very
useful men, and they are the union
organisers. "The union organisers are noth-
ing else but middlemen, and they are like
other middlemen. The union organisers
often have better positions and salaries, and
freedom from the worry of buying or selling
or tilling the soil, and do better than the
real producers. In the same way, the pro-
duce agent in many cases does better than
the farmer; so that if it is right in one case
it is right in the other. If you can abolish
all union organisers and all middlemen, and
carry on without them, well and good but
I do not think you can. The middleman is
a very useful man in society.

Instead of bringing forward a Bill like
this, which is only window-dressing, there is
plenty of scope for the Government to help
the farmer. We have had a surplus crop of
maize this year. If a private individual
conserves a Tot of the maize in tanks and
seals it down, when the next drought comes
along and he sclls the maize at a_ profit he
is called a profiteer, and is described as a
man who 1s a sort of parasite on socieby.
If the Government want to help the farmer,
why do they not buy corn at the current low
value, and keep it and distribute it in the
next drought?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS : Do you want
£> make the Government parasites also?

%Ir. GUNN: This Bill will make them
parasites. The Labour party always abuse
anybody who conserves corn or wheat until it
is required, and then gets a bigger price for
it Somebody has to do it, and why do the

Government not take the matter up? They
need not make much money out of it; they
can sell it at cost price if they like; and

they would be doing a great thing for the
people of Queensland. Lucerne hay is ofien
very cheap, and then a drought may come
round: and if the Government conserved it
until a dry time came along and sold it at
cost price to the people they would be doing
a good thing for the country, instead of
bringing in Bills that are of no use.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: They can
do it under the Bill if they choose.

Mr. GUNN: Then I notice that on page
1002 of “ Hansard > the Seccretary for Agri-
culture says—

“We shall want an up-to-date canning
factory, which will cost a very consider-
able sum indeed. It would be futile to
start a oannlng factory unless it was so
up to date in all respects as to oznb]e
this State to put on the market goods
equul to those produced in Hawaii, which
I believe has the best character in the
world for canned pineapples.”

If that was taken up by the individual, he
would go in a humble way, spend a few
hundred pounds in simple ma,chmf’ry, and
gradually build up the undertaking from day
to day until the industry flourished.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: What
will become of all the pineapples the soldiers
will raise?

Mr. GUNN: I will come to that directly.
The Government could start in a humble way

[Mr. Gunn.
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like private people; but no, they are going
to spend a lot of public money in up-to-date
machinery. What are they going to do when
they get soldiers growing pineapples af
Beerburrum and fruit in the Stanthorpe
district? Where are they going to sell tﬂ
pineapples? They have to compete with the
world.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : Yes, and
our pineapples are the best in the world.

Mr. GUNN: Our pineapples may be the
best in the world, but they are not put up
the cherpest in the world. We have to com-
pete with Honolulu and other countries
which employ black labour at a low rate of
pay, and we shall find that our pineapples
grown at Beorburrum and other places, if we
get the Government canning factory estab-
hished, will not be able to compete with those
in other parts of the world. After the Aus-
tralian market is supplied there will be no
market outside, because we cannot compete
with pines conserved with black labour in
other countries.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
think Australia a poor country, then.

You

Mr. GUNN: I do not think Australia is a
poor country, but I think that Australia at
the present time cannot compete in the
manufacture of goods of any sort with black
labour in other countries, if our goods are
to be exported from Australia, We have
had an example of these national under-
takings in Western Australia, where they
have failed; and they failed in South Aus-
tralia and New South Wales, In Vietoria
they have State coalmines, and they have
a strike about seven days a week there.

My, CARTER: Nine out of every thirteen
industries are paying in New South Wales.

Mr. GUNN: I know that a great number
are closing down in New South Wales.

3r. PorLock : Give us the proof.

Mr. GUNN: You will see it when the
report of the Auditor-General of New South
Weles comes out. I will read it in the
debate on the Financial Statcment This
Bill is, in my opinion, only an election
dodge. My electors are afraid that if this
State market comes into vogue it will mean
that it will kill their co-operative concern.
They are very proud of their co-operative
company, and of the jam factory which they
have started. They are afraid that there 1s
not room for the lot of them, and that if the
State starts this undertakmg with its expen-
sive machinery, and comes into competition
with them, their concern will go down. Co-
operation, as far as the farmers are con-
cerned, is the best method of dealing with
produce sales, because they get the profits
the agent gets. If the Government carry it
on they will have to pay public servants.
The farmers can do better under co-operation
than the Government can do. am not
going to vote against the second reading of
the Bill, as it may_be knocked into some sort
of shape in Committee; but at present there
is nothing in it. If the Government wanted
to carry on an agency, there was no occasion
for the introduction of this Bill, If they had
power to do all the other things I have
mentioned, they have plenty of power to
carry on a State agency without this Bill.
They have been in power two and a-half
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wears and have done nothing at all, although
it was on the forcfront of their platform
when they went to the country. I would
like to point out in conclusion that—

“ The cocky stirred
Is an angry bird,
And the cocky scared
Can’t be snared
By Produce Bill
Or any other Bill.”
{Laughter.)

Mr. LAND (Balonne): A big section of the
public, especially the farming section, have
heen looking forward to a measure of this
kind for a number of vears. It is a well-
known fact in this business that the nroducer
has always had to suffer. He does not get
the price, or anything like the price, he
should get, cupecially when you take into
consideration the price which the consumer
has to pav for his produce. My principal
reason for speaking on this measure is to
make reference to meat. Under this Bill. if
it becomes an Aecl, it could be applied to
anything, and I think it is about time that
something was done in connection with con-
trolling the price of meat. I think it is a
very great shame indeed that the people of
Queensland should be paying the price they
are paying in a country like this, where meat
is so largely produced. I suppose there are
more cattle in Queensland, in proportion to
its population, than there are in any other
[tate, and there are quite enough sheep to
supply the people of Queensland with mutton
at a fair price, leaving any amount of sheep
to export.

Mr. Morsax : Is not meat a lot cheaper in
this State than in any other State in Aus-
tralia ?

Mr. LAND: That is only for the reason I
have nht stated. Meat produced in Queens-
land 1s nothing like as cheap as it ought to
be. If the price of beef in Queensland to-day
was o fair one. it ought to be four or five
times as cheap as it is in cother parts of
Australia. I have pointed out before, and I
will point out again, that it is not a fair
thing at all for Queensland to bie supplying
the British Government with meat at 4%d.
when theyv are charging twice as much, or
more, for the same article in Queensland—
not a* good an ariicle, in fact, because the
best meat leaves our country and the worst
meat remains here.

Mr. Moraax: The State shops are getting
the meat for 3d. upwards.

Mr. LAND : There ave only 12,000 tons of
meat arranged for in Queensland at 3d.

Hon. W. D. ArMSTRONG : Then you could
not use it all,

Mr. LAND: If 1 had my way, the whole
of the meat used in Queensland would be
sold at very little more than 3d., and every-
hody would get it at a fair price. Queens-
land has built up the pastoral industry suc-
cessfully, and the price has never been any-
thing like it has been during the last two or
ihree vears.

Mr. MoRGAN:

Mr. LAND : The rents are no more to-day
than cver they\were.

Mr. Morean: The
amore money.

The expenses are greater.

workers are getting
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Mr. LAND: An ordinary knockabout man
used to get £1 10s. per week, and in 1874-5
wool brought 4d. and 4id. per lb. To-day,
under the award, that same workman gets

£2 8s. per week, and the wool to-day is
bringing four, five, and six times as much as
it did then. It is all bunkum; it is nof

correet to say that the pastoral industry
suffers to-day, or ever did suffer, from the
amount of rental for land or wages naid to
the worker. Now, there is something wrong
that could be put right. The State Govern-
ment cannot put it right, and the Federal
Government won’t put it right. I am going
to quote a price list—the last price list fixed
by the Federal Government for beef and
mutton in Queensland. I am also going to
quote the price list of the State shops.

Mr. MORGAN: Oh ves; but they get their
meat for 3d. It is not fair.

Mr. LAND: They don’t do anything of
the kind. There were only 12,000 tons of
meat arranged for at 3d. in Queensland.

Mr. Moreax: Well, they are using that.

Mr, LAND: I can assure vou they don't
get their meat for 3d. What is the use of
saying they get it for 3d. when they don t?
They have had to buy cattle. That is no
argument at all. The financial institutions
in Brisbane to-day are responsible. They
rigged this market; anvbody can see that;
vou can go out to Enoggera any time you
like, and you will never see a surplus of
cattle or sheep there—you will never sce that
market glutted.

Mr Morcan: Why did the Government
send Mrs. Duncan’s cattle over to South Aus-
tralia a few weeks ago instead of to Bris-
bane?

Mr. LAND: I say that with the price of
cattle and sheep in the Brishane market, the
private butcher cannot make monev out of
it: I know that. You cannot make money
out of mutton if you pay 6id. per Ih. for it.
But there is no logical reason why that
should he. if the market was not rigged.
Look at the reports; look at the dividends
and the profits which are made by the finan-
ciel institutions in Brisbave, who run every-
thing, and the pastoral companies. It does
not matter what anyvbhody says about it to the
contrary. I will quote thls and I will show
what an unfair thing it is, and how it is a
thing which nobody should favour. You send
soldiers awav and leave their dependents
here. Look at the price you charge his wife
and children, and the people of Queensland
who own the stock ! Vet the financial institu-
tions claim to be patriotic! They are nothing
of the kind. They are not even loyal. (Go~
vernment hear, hears) Could the Germans
do anything worse? Not a bit. Now, T
intend tn read this mrice list to show the
public of Queensland the prices fixed in
Queensland—the latest proclaimed price of
meat by the Commonwealth of Australia.

“The maximum retail cash prices at
which the undermentioned goods may be
sold ¢ over the block ’ throughout Queens-
iand shall, until further notice, be as
follows : —

“ PBrisbane and suburbs, within a
radius of 10 miles from General Post
Office and within the town of Ajyr,
Charters Towers, Blackbutt, Esk, Fassi-

Mr. Lend. ]
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fern, Ipswich, Mount Morgan, Rock-
hampten, Sandgate, Toogoolawah, Towns-
ville, and Wynnum :—

Beef (fresh or chilled)—

Roast, sirloin, 8d. per lh.

Roast, prime rib, 64d. per Ib.

Roast, chuck rib, 5d. per lb.

Steak, fillet, 10d. per Ib.

Steak, rump, 9d, per Ib.

Steak, beef, 7d. per lb.

Topside, 7d, per lb.

Corned round, 7d. per lb.

Corned brisket, bone in. 4id. per
Ib.; bened, 5id. per 1b.

Corned ¢z tongue, 6d. per Ib.

Saussages, 6d, per lb.

Mince, 5d. per Ib.

Shin  beef, 4id, per lb.

Ox kidneys, 6d. each.

Ox tails, 10d. and Is. each.

Ox skirts, 4d. per lb.

Ox cheeks, 4d, per 1b.

Ox hearts, 2d. per 1b.

Suet, 8d. per Ib.

Gravy beef, 6d. per 1b.

Mutton (fresh or chilled)—

Legs, Tid. per Ib,

Shoulders, 53d. per lb.
Hindquarters, 6id. per lb,
Forequarters, 5d. per lb.

Loins with kidney suet, 7d. per Ib.
LOirﬁ) without kidney suet, 8d. per

Breast, 4d, per Ib.

Corned breash, 41d. per lb.

Necks, whole 6d., necks prime end
73d. per 1b.

Shoulder chops, 63d. per lb.

Loin chops, 8id. per lb.

Cutlets, 8d. per lb.

Sheep kidneys, 1d. each.

Shuep tongues, 24d. each.

© In addition to the above prices id.
per Ib. may be charged for delivery and
an additional 4d. per Ib. for booking.”

That sends besf up to 11d. and mutton up

“At all other places outside the areas
mentioned above, whore, prior to the
date of this order, local conditions in
regard to freight on stock, and charges
for droving, ete., rendered it necessary
thet prices higher than above prices
should be charged for these goods, such
charges may be added to the above
prices; such incrense not to exceed one
penny per pound.”’

That brings it up to 1s. per 1b in some parts
of Quecnsland,

““ The above prices have been fixed for
beef by the 15th, 23rd, and 38th orders
under the Queensland Control of Trade
Act of 1914 and for mutton by the Com-
monwealth prices order No. 38 of 14th
September, 1916,

[3r. Land.

Now I want to quote the State prices, which
are as follows:—
JUEENSLAND STATE BUTCHERY.
(RETAIL DEPARTMENT.}
Hond Shep—Roma street, Brisbane.
Brarches—King Bdward Chambers,
%ickham streot, Valley, Fiveways,
VWoolloongabba, Latrobe terrace,
Paddington.

Price List.
Beet— Per

=

Roast, sirloin .
Roast, prime rib ...
Roast, chuck rib
Steak, fillet

Steam, rump
Steak, beef ... ..
Tapside (in piece)
Corned round
Corned brisket
(Corned ox tongues
Gravy meat

OB OV s

LIRS

bojteof=

N OT O O =3 00
Bafesi

R

Shin beef

Ox skirts

Ox checks
Sust ...
Ox kidneys
Ox teils

(x hearts

sy
OO WRAEPOIOT,

Mutton—
Legs ... T
Shoulders .. 4
Hinquarters - .. ... 6%
Porequariers

s
Cutlets . 6
Chops, loin ... /1
Stewing chops ... .. 5%
. 23
t

Sheep tongues

Now, I will give the latest price list that T
Lave received from Cunnamulla— g
s
Beef—
Fillet steak ...
Rump steak
Beefsteak
Sausages
Mincemeat
Corn round
Corn beef
Rib roast
Sirloin roast
Ox tongue
Ox tails
Ox kidneys ...
Brains
Mutton—
Loin chops ...
Rib chops
Leg mutton
Shoulder
Corn mutfon
Sheep heads
Sheep kidneys
Sheep tongues

per 1b.

oOOHOOODOORLOOO
OO BWHnAP RO
@
s 8. sy
fgr MM

set

4 per lh.
4a .,
4,

4

4 .

6 each

0 dozen
6

If everything was fairly and squarely ar-
ranged in Queensland to-day, we could get
beef and mutton at a fair price, and, after
reserving what we required for our own use,
we could supply the rest of the States and
Great Britain. In Cunnamnulla there are two

Nt OO0 0O
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butchers who have been selling at the above
prices for some time, but under present con-
ditions they are losing, and I only wish the
State Government was able to go into this
matter in such a way that the people of
Queensland would be enabled to get meat at
a reasonable price. In reference to the ques-
tion of cold storage for farm produce. the
same thing could apply on our railways,
which would enable the people to get meat
in any part of Queensland at a fair price.
There are some places in my electorate where

they have had no meat for the last year or

two, but I am glad to say that the Minister is
giving relief in that direction by enabling
butchers 1o start business under the old
Act in places where there is no butcher shop
ai the present time. That is to say, any
man who makes application for a slaughter-
ing yard in a place where there is no butcher
shop at the present time, can get a license
to’ slaughter and sell under the conditions
that cxizted before the present Act was in
force. I hope in that way the people in the
outside districts who have been suffering so
long will get relief.

Mr. GRAYSON (Cunningham):
Mr, Cornixs: Anocther middleman.

Mr. GRAYSON: The hon. member for
Bowen interjects ‘“ Another middleman.” I
should like to inform the Housc that I have
not one penny Invested in any business in
Queensland.

Mr. PEmERSON: Have you any shares in a
mill?

Mr. GRAYSON: Not even in a mill, and
I think that should satisfy the hon. member
for Bowen and the hon. member for Nor-
manby.

Mr. Perersox: One of my constituents who
came from Cunningham told me that he dealt
with you.

_ Mr. GRAYSON: Fifteen years ago I was
in business in Warwick.

~ Mr. CorLixg: And made your fortune in
it and retired.

. Mr. GRAYSON: As a member represent-
ing a farming constituency, I am inclined to
view this Bill with suspicion. I am out every
time to assist the farmer to get an easy
market for his produce, and not only an easy
market but a market where he will be able
to realise the full price of the article that
he offers for sale. The Minister for Agricul-
ture, when introducing the Bill, explained it
most fully, but at the same time he stated
that the intention of the Bill was to secure
for the producer a better price for his pro-
duce and also enable the consumer to get it
at a lower rate. I do not know whom the

hon, member refers to as the
[8.30 p.m.] middlemon—awhether he refers to

the old-established firms in Bris-
bane for the last forty years.. I know firms
who have been dealing in produce for the
last forty years, and
farmers saying that they have been illtreated.
They have never been brought up before the
court for trying to defraud farmers.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: They
will not be debarred under this Bill from
dealing in produce.

Mr. GRAYSON: So that, in my opinion,
the middlemen, if those are the middlemen
to whom the hon. member refers, have no-
thing whatever to fear from the passing of
this Bill. My opinion, as an old business
man, is that the Government are entering

19173 v

[11 SEPTEMBER.]

have never heard’

Agency Bill. 1057

into one of the most difficult businesses to
manage upon which any Government or any
individual could enter. Their difficulty will
be in sccuring a suitable man to manage the
business. It has been the difficulty of co-
operative companies which have been started
in Queensland—of getting a man of proper
business acumen to manage an intricate busi-
ness like that.

This Bill was promised during last elec-
tion. I know that on nearly every platform
Tabour members promised that this would
be one of the first Bills the Labour party
would introduce when they assumed office.
We find that after two and a-half years
they are introducing this Bill. What is the
object of introducing it in the last session
of the present Parliament? It is that when
they appear before the electors they will be
able to tell them that they have passed a
Bill to enable them to get higher prices and
climinate the middleman.

If the Government are in earnest, there
are much better ways than this of assisting
the primary producer. One way in which
they can benefit the fruitgrower 1s by estab-
lishing canning and fruit preserving works.
1f the Government are in earnest in assisting
the fruitgrower—as they have stated on
several occasions on the floor of this House—
would it not have been better business on
their part to expend the £19,000 they spent
in building a State hotel upon a fruit
canning and preserving works here in Bris-
bane, which would save thousands of pounds
to the fruitgrowers annually in Queensland?
JTad the Government been in- earnest, that
is one of the very first establishments they
might have started. They have had ample
opportunity of doing so. They have been
two and a-half years in office and they have
done absolutely nothing by way of assisting

the primary producers. This Bill, in my
opinion, is only window dressing. There is
absolutely no business meant in it.  There is

one member who sits on the front Treasury
henches, and is not in his place now, who
knows there is no business in it.

Mr. Forey: That is nasty.

Mr. GRAYSON: It is not nasty, it is
absolutcly true. The Minister for Agricul-
tare, or any man with any business
capacity, reading this Bill, will at once
admit that there is no business in it, because
it is absolutely impossible for one Govern-
ment. or any one firm to cope with the great
volume of produce in Brisbane. They have
alregdy stated that they do not intend to
make it a monopoly. Certainly not, because
I am certain they would not have the busi-
ness capacity to manage the business. Talk-
ing of assisting the farmer! I should like to
know in what way the Government have
assisted the maizegrower in Queensland. We
all know that maize production in Queens-
land is very great and that more maize is
produced in Queensland and New South
Wales than in all the other States of Aus-
tralia. In my opinion, if the Government
swish to assist the primary producer, particu-

. larly the maizegrower, they should fix the

price for maize in Queensland. It would be
a very easy matter for the Minister for
Agriculture and the Minister for {—‘xgmculture
in New South Wales to fix the price at, say,
3s. 6d. to 4s. per bushel.

My, PrrersoN: Supposing they would nob

. agree. Why did not Hughes do it?

Mr. Grayson.]
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Mr. GRAYSON: Mr. Hughes had abso-
lutely nothing whatever to do with it.

Mr. PerERsoN: Why did you oppose the
wheat pool?

Mr. GRAYSON: When this cockatoo stops
talking I will proceed with my speech. I
think it is just as well for parrots on_the
Government side to keep quiet instead of
interjecting about matters they know abso-
lutely nothing about. Some hon. members
know more about how to plane a board or
erect a skillion kitchen than to talk about
agricultural produce. I am speaking about
maize production, and we must all admit
that it is a very important item. When we
have a failure of the wheat crop, many
thousands of acres are planted with maize
in excess of what is planted in ordinary
vears. I believe the Minister for Agriculture
would be in sympathy with the views
express, and there is nothing to hinder
him and the Minister in New South Wales
from fixing a price of 3s. 6d. to 4s. for all
maize produced in those States. In my
opinion, too, the duty on maize into Aus-
tralia is too low. It is 104d. per bushel, and
the maize that is imported into Australia
comes principally from the Islands, where
it is grown by black labour which costs from
1s. to 2-. per week. Representations should
be made by the Government to the Common-
wealth Government with a view to inducing
them to increasc the tariff on imported maize
to 1s. 6d. a bushel

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICGLTURE: Why do
vou not ask Littleton Groom to do that? He
1s your favourite represcntative.

Mr. GRAYSON: I really believe that Mr.
Groom is in agreement with the views I
express, but it would be better for the
Queensland Government to approach the
Federal Government than for him to do it.

Mr. Corrins: You do not beliéve in price-

fixing.

Mr. GRAYSON: I do believe in price-
fixing; that is to protect the maize-
grovers of Queensland. I say that that
3= an industry that should receive every

consideration., = Several members opposite
have asked me about the wheat pool. I
am prepared to stand by the action I took
in connection with that wheat pool. I
opposed the creating of the wheat pool in
Queensland, and I am still opposed to it.
and the position I took up on that matter
has been confirmed by the condition of the
wheat market to-day. To-day there are very
fow farmers who have got wheat who are not
able to dispose of it.

The PreMirrR: We made an arrangeinent
with the millers.

Mr. GRAYSON: I admit that on scveral
oceasions the Premier has shown himself to
be in entire sympathy with the wheat-
grewers, and I have never hesitated to give
the Premier credit for that.

The PravizrR: You admit that our recent
srrangement with the millers greatly assisted
the wheatgrower.

My, GRAYSON: I do not say that. (Go-
vernment laughter.) I do not think that any
action the Premier took with the millers had
the slightest effect, because the millers did
not take any notice of him. (Government
laughfer.}

The PrEmMiEr: Didn’t they arrange to buy
the wheat immediately afterwards?

Mr. GRAYSON: I can give the reason
for that. The reason was that the millers
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saw there was going to be a complete failure
of the incoming wheat crop in Queensland,
and they are anxious to secure all the wheat
that is left on the hands of the farmers.

The PreEMIER: It was a striking ecoinci-
dence that that happened at the same time
a3 my interview with the millers.

Mr. GRAYSON: I do not think that the
Premier's interview with the millers had
anything to do with it. Members opposite
asked me about the wheat pool. T acted
under instructions from my electors in the

Cunningham electorate in connection with
the matter.

Mr. CartER: Not all of them.

Mr. GRAYSON: T am certain that 85 per

cent. of the wheatgrowers in the Cunning-
ham electorate are opposr‘d to a pool, and
it is my duty to do as ther ask. What
does the hon. member for Port Curtis know
about wheat? I have been living amongst
the wheatgrowers all my life, and I know
their wishes, If we had a record wheat crop
in Queensland, then it would, perhaps, be
beneficial to enter into a wheat pool. The
Minister. when speaking, said the farmers
could get better prices under this Bill for
their produce and the consumer would get
cheaper food.
The SToRETARY
vou believe that?
Mr., GRAYSON: I am surprised to hear
the hon. gentleman meake an interjection like
that. I would like to know how the con-
sumer is going to get his produce cheaper.
The Preuier: By abolishing the middle-

FOR AGRICTLTURE: Don’t

mai.
Mr. GRAYSON: Hon. members opposite
are assuming that the produce agents in

Brisbane are making immense fortunes oub
of the furm Ninety per cent. of the
produce consigned to Brisbane is sold by
public auciion in the markets, and among:t
those is a co-operative firm known as the
Farmers' Distributing Company. That com-
o is doing a large business in selling the
s’ produce in the market. Would
¥ »o  think a reputable firma like that
Wonld try to take the farmers down when
his produes is sent down for sale by auction?
With regard fo the maize crop, does the
Government think they are going to get any
of the malse from the farmers in Queens-
land?  Very little of the maize grown on
the Duarling Downs, in ihe Burnctt district,
or in the Cairns disfrict comes to Brisbane,
Tt iz shipped direct to Swdney or Melbourne.

We know that 75 per cent. of the malize
grown in Queensland iz exported to the
Southern States,

The SECRETARY TOR AGRICULTURE: We
found the market in Meclbourne for them.

Mr. GRAYSON: T did business with Mel-
bourne thirtv-five years ago. I sold produce
Ballarat, Sydney, Newcastle,
and Armidale thirty-five years ago, long
before a Labour Government in Queensland
was thought of. T have no intention of
op.wsnm the sccond reading of the Bill. If
it ix likely to assist the primary producer,
I am pleased to support it.

3fr. Carter: You are not game to oppose
it.

Mr. GRAYSON: How much produce is
grown in the hon. member’s electorate? Very
Iittle. There is more produce grown in one
acrs in my electorate than on 100 acves of
the hon. member's clectorate. I would like
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to know from the Minister if he intends to
commandeer farm produce.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: No, cer-
tainly not.

At twelve minutes to 9 o'clock,

 Mr. BErTRAM relieved the Speaker in the
cnalr, ’

Mr. GRAYSON : There is a feeling abroad
thut the Minister for Agriculture may take
the same steps with regard to farm produce
as he did when he commandeered the buster.

The  SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: [
bought the butter straight out and paid
them, and also gave them a surplus.

Mr. GRAYSON: The less the Minister
says apbout his business over the butter the
better. The Minister for Public Lands
knows how the farmers were dealt with over
the wheat business. He knows that 7,000
bags were returned to the Farmers’ Milling
Company at 1s. 6d. per bushel less than the
market price. That was no assistance to the
farmers, and I have my doubts as to whether
this measure will render any assistance to
the farmers. At the same time I do not
i}l}l‘fﬁnd to oppose the sccond reading of the

.

Mr. GILLIES (Eacham): Unlike the hon.
member who has just resumed his seat, T am
an ardent supporter of this Bill. (Hear,
heer!) The measure is introduced at an
opportune time, because if there is any ques-
tion which is seriously affucting the people of
the country at the present time. it is the
quzstion of the increased cost of living, which
is causing industrial unrest. We had the
speetacle this afterncon of members opposite
trying to make political capital out of the
trouble existing at Bowen and Mackay, when
every earnest and thoughtful man is trying to
find cub the cause of such troubles, and pro-
vide a2 remedy. The Government desire to
secure to the farmer the full result of his
industry, and I am quite satisfied that this
Bill, though it may not do all that the Min-
ister anticipates it will, is a step in the right
direction. It will bring the producer and
the eonsumer together.

Hon. J. TorMie: How?

Mr., GILLIES: By doing away with the
middleman and providing State markets, If
the hon. member who interjects reads the
Bill, he will see that its outstanding features
#re contained in clause 3, which provides that
the Governor in Council may, firstly, estab-
lizh a State produce ageney; secondly, may
carry on the business of receiving, storing,
sale, end distribution of produce, and estab-
lish and control cold stores. markets. grain
silos, factories, preserving and canning
works, cte; and thirdly, may make advances
to consignors against warrants or other docu-
ments covering produce stored in cold stores
or elsewhere. Those are the three outstand-
ing features of the Bill, and they should com-
1 the sunport of members opposite who
be the friends of the man on the land.
nfertunately, they are so much in the
b of the middleman, the financier, and the
speculator that when thev get up to speak they
speak with their tongues in their cheek, like
‘the two previous speakers on the opposite
side. who, after speaking against the Bill,
said they would not vote against it. As a
member on this side said, they will not vote
against it because they are not game to do
so. In 1913, Mr. White, who was Minister
for Agriculture at that time, introduced a
measure called the ¢ Stock and Farm Produce
Agents Bill.” We know what happened to
that measure. Although it was supported

ma
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by members who are mow sitting on the
Opposition side of the House, they knew
what was going to happen to it when the
Bill reached the Upper Chamber. There
the Bill was thrown out, because its object
was to deal with the profits of the middleman.
I remember that when the measure was
before this IHouse the hon. member for
Paddington—the present Assistant Minister
for Justice—speaking to an amendment moved
by Mr. Hunter, which if carried would have
made the Bill a useful measure, quoted from
a law which was brought into force some
700 years ago in the reign of Henry IIL
That quotation, which is, I think, apropos
to this question, reads as follows:—

“ ¢ Especially be it commanded that no
forestaller be suffered to dwell in any
town.” It defines a forestaller as ‘a man
who, seeking his own evil gain, goes to
meet corn, fish, herrings, or other articles
for sale as they are being brought by
land or water, carries them off, and con-
trives that they shall be sold at a dearer
rate.” Such a man, the statute declares,
‘is the public enemy of the whole com-
munity and country. Ie that is convict
thereof the first time shall lose the things
so bought: the second time he shall have
judgment of the pillory; the third time
he shall be imprisoned and make fine.
And this judgment shall be given upon
all manner of forestallers: likewise upnon
those who have given them counsel, help,
or favour.””’

The hon. member for Paddington peinted outb
that the hon. member for Toosrong would
come under the charge of having given them
“ counsel, help, or favour.”” Of course, Mr.
White, the Minister for Agriculture, and the
Denham Government knew very well what
would happen that Bill in the other Chamber.
The Labour party, then in opposition, gave
the BIill their ardent support. The present
Minister for Agriculture has brought in some-
thing which will do more than that measure
to wassist ths farmer. The evor increasing
cost of living is one of the reasons for the
industriz]l unrest which preveils throughont-
the world to-day, and any action that tends
to Dbring consaumer and producer together
must be in the direction of saving to those
partiee the middleman’s profits.  Mr. H.
M. Murphy, an official of the Vietorian
Government, gave a lecture on ‘ National
Tthecieney”’ a few months ago, in the course
of which he said that during the last fiftesn
vears—and he tock Knibbs as his authority
—vwhile wages had advanced 39.5 per cent.,
the cost of living had advanced 50.7 per
cent.  Thonghtful and earnest men are
at this time looking for the reasons for
industrial unrest with a view to prevent it,
and we as a party are endeavouring to dis-
cover the real cause for the incressed cost of
living with a view to remedying it as far as
poszible. And in doing that, we are going
to make an attempt to give the farmer the
full results of his industry, because the
increased cost of living affects the farmer to
a greater extent than it does other noersons
in the community. The farmer hzs to pay
greatly incrcased freight on his machinery.
and the machinery man is robbing him to
such an extent that T often feel inclined to
take advantage of my parliamentary privilege
to expose some of those gentlemen. I know
that he is robbing the farmer of from 50 per
cent. to 300 per cent. on machinery, roofing
iron, and barbed wire for fencing purposes.
1t 1s, therefore, a vory wise thing for this

Mr. Qillies ]
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Government to attempt to do away with the
commissions of agents, and try to bring the
producer and consumer together.

I have just pointed out, on the authority
of an official in Victoria, that while wages
during the last fifteen years advanced by
39.5 per cent., the cost of living advanced
over 50 per cent. Just as wages advance so
does the cost of living keep about 10 per
cent. or 11 per cent. in front of the advance

in wages. It is not to be wondered at that
industrial unrest continues throughout the

world; industrial legislation has
[9 p.m.] been introduced and arbitra-

tion courts established, but
the cost of living i= going up all the
time, The worker—and in the term
“worker” I include the farmer, who is

one of the hardest workers in the country—
iz suffering from the increased cost of living.
I believe this Bill will accomplish some-
thing gocd  The hon. member for Noz-
manby the other night quoted what the
“Melbourne Age,” the Liberal organ in
Victoria, said about the farmer being flecced
by the middleman there. While apples were
sold at 2s. a casc by a grower, the ¢onsumer
paid from 16s. to 18s. The Minister for
Agriculture, 1 moving the second reading of
the Bill, cited the case of the banana-growers
in Queensland, who were compelled to take
from 14d. downwards for their bananas,
while thev were sold at from 6d. to 8d. per
dozen to the consumer. We desire to bring
the producer and consumer together, and to
give the farmer the full result of his labour,
and at the same time ensure the consumer
getting his produce at a reasonable price.
One of the provisions in the Bill which
sppesls-to me is the provision which deals
with graia silos. The hon. member for
Normanbr and my=elf, as representatives of
farming constituencies, had, of course, some-
thing to do with the framing of that clause.
The provision for the establishment of grain
silos is one that will benefit the farmers in
the Atherton district, which, by the way, is
the greatest maizegrowing district in Aus-
tralia. It has the record of producing the
greatdst crop per acre of any district in
Australia. A few months ago, when I was
up there. there were about 40,000 tons of
maize, for which it was impossible to get
a decent market. On account of the rainfall
it iz difficult to harvest the maize and to
place it on the market in good condition.
The Atherton maize has @ reputation in the
South for not keeping well, but I do not
think it deserves that reputation. A man in
Townsville, who buys large quantities, told
me that the Atherton maize is just as good in
that respect as other maize; but the Chinesc
handled maize and sometimes put it on the
market in a bad condition, and that has
got the Atherton maize a bad name. The
use of silos will very largely obviate that
difficulty, because the mailze can be stored
when it is at a low price, and placed on the
market when the price improves, which
will ensure the farmer getting a fair price.
Further than that, provision is made for an
advance. The Minister has power to make
an advance on the produce while 1t is stored
in the silos, so that I cannot see why any
man who has the welfare of the farmer at
heart can be opposed to this measure.
Now, Mr. Hughes is now associated with
some of the so-called Farmers’ party in
*he Federal Parliament, and I notice,
from the ¢ Standard” of Thursday, 6th Scp-
tember last, that a deputation waited on Mr.

[Mr. Gilldes
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Hughes and urgéd him to do something for
the maizegrowers of Australia. The tele-
gram says—

“ Replying to a deputation of mem-
bers of the Federal Parliament represeni-
ing the maizegrowers of Australia, who
wanted an assured market for their pro-
duct, Mr. Hughes said it was impossible
to form a maize pool. He also thought
that the starch-making proposition was
unattractive, and advised pig-raising or
other methods of creating a market for
maize.”

What is the use of telling a farmer at Ather-
ton to go in for pig-raising? Hvery prac-
tical man knows that you cannot breed pigs
in twenty-four hours. It will take years to
get the pig industry established at Ather-
ton—
«“ Mr. Corser stated that a firm in Vie-
toria. was prepared to take up 1.260,000
bushels of maize at 4s. per bushel for
three years, on condition that the’ impor-
tation of black-grown rice for starch.was
prohibited.”

Of course, one would think that Mr. Hughes,
as o member of the National Government,
having a desire to build up a white Aus-
tralia, and to assist the farmers, would give
the support asked for by the deputation and
endeavour to form a maize pool to give the
necessary protection. But, no; they are evi-
dently not built that way. I am thankful
to say that I am associated with a party in
Quecnsland who are determined to see that
the farmer in future gets a fair deal, so far
as it can be accomplished by passing legis-
lation of this character.

Some hon. members opposite object to the
Bill because it is quite a new thing. It iz
quite a new thing, as the Minister said, so
far as Australia is concerned, and I am very
pleased to know that Queensland is leading
the way in this respect. The principle is not
new, though, as far as some countries in t]fle
world are concerned. In Belguim a commis-
sion has becen appointed since the war to desl
with the food problem. In dealing with the
wheat question there I find that while wheat;
©s the result of the war, has increased by
100 per cent., bread, in conscquence of State
action, has only increased by 27 per cent.
That shows that while the farmer has got
more for his wheat by 100 per cent., the
consumer has only been called upon to pay
an advance of 27 per cent. for his bread.
proving that Government action can accom-
plish something in war time, and if it can
do that in war time it can certainly do it
in a more successful way in time of peace.
The Russian people as a nation are supposed
to be behind the times, but it appears to me
that they are very much abreast of the times
in some respects. The Russian Government
have built over 200 large grain warehouses
for the storage of grain, to assist the
20,000 co-operative societies in Russia. If
we take Germany—and we may be able to
take some lessons from our enemies, although
it is difficult to take any lessons from our
political opponents—I find that Mr. Fle(}
erick . Howe, one of the ablest of America’s
writors upon economic matters, states—

<« Qutside the city (Frankfort) was a
great municipal slaughter-house,
which all meat used in the city was
killed. There are no private slaughter-
houses in Germany. They are not per-
mitted. The food of the people is too
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important to be exploited by monopoly
packing-houses that kill cattle with no
concern for public health, and that
charge all that the traffic will bear. . . .
I learned how the previous year there
had been an industrial depression in Ger-
many, how many more people than usual
were oub of work, To meet the situation
hundreds of town councils had purchased
great quantities of meat, fresh vegetables,
and other supplies at wholesale prices,
and sold them to the people directly or
through co-operative associations that
made no profit. In this way the middle-
man was cut out, and the consumer was
brought face to face with the producer.
Carloads of apples, potatoes, and other
products are not left to rot in the fields.
They were not destroyed at the docks and
railroad terminals by warehousemen in
order to keep up a monopoly price.”

That is a lesson that people in Australia
even may take from our enemies. State
enterprise has been successful in other coun-
tries. I do mnot intend to speak at any
length. I just wanted to make these few
observations and to say that the Bill has my
best support, and 1 believe that it will
certainly be a benefit to the farmers of
Queensland. The establishment of canning
works to can the pineapples grown by re-
turned soldiers and other farmers, the estab-
lishment of cold stores to store up the pro-
ducts of the farm, the establishment of
granaries and silos to store maize, wheat,
ete., will, T am satisfied, be a step in the
right direction, and one that will be appre-
ciated by the bond fide farmer. I am sure
that the experiment will prove successful. I
suppose the Bill, like most other Bills that
are introduced, will require amendment from
time to time, but I think the Secretary for
Agriculture s to be commended for introduc-
ing this important measure.

Mr. STEVENS (Zosewood): Like some
other_hon. members who have spoken during
this debste, I look upon this Bill as largely
window-dressing, and believe that it is intro-
duced at the present time in the hope of
catching farmers’ votes.

The SECRETARY TOR AGRICULTURE: We have
them already.

Mr. STEVENS:
thing.
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:

Northern farmers vote Labour.
know that?

Mr. STEVENS: The Minister tells us
they have the farmers’ votes already, and
he tells us that this Bill is introduced for
the benefit of the farmer and to eliminate
the middleman. In speaking on the motion
for the infroduction of the Bill, I said that it
-appeared to me that, if the Government were
eliminating the present middlemen. they in-
tended to become middlemen themselves; and
now that we have the Bill my opinion that
that would be the case is confirmed and
emphasised. Not only do they intend to
become middlemen, but they intend to be-
come dealers, and, besides buying produce,
they intend to ¢ get’” it. They provide that
they ‘‘may carry on the business of getting,
receiving, buying, storing, sale, supply, and
distribution of produce.” I would like to
know from fhe Minister, or from the Pre-
mier if his colleague’s legal knowledge is not
sufficient to answer the question, what the

We are learning some-
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meaning of that word © getting” in the Bill
is.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICU.LTUI’iE:
the meaning of * timber-getting™ ?

Mr. STEVENS: If “receiving” and
“buying” are not sufficient, what does the
word “ getting® mean? Does it mean that.
as they have commandeered meat at a low
price to supply the State butchers’ shops,
they are going to commandeer the farmers’
produce in order that they mayv distribute it
at a low price in the cities? Is that what
the word ¢ getting” is put in there for?
That is the only reason that I can see why
the word should be introduced in that sub-
clause. Then what utter inconsistency is
shown in the Bill. In 1913 we had a Bill
introduced that has already been quoted
from—the Stock and Farm Produce Agents
Bill. When that was introduced, hon. mem-
bers opposite, who were then sitting on this
side, said that it did not go far enough, and
the hon. member for Maranos proposed an
amendment providing that an agent should
not alws be a dealer in the produce that he
sold as an agent. But here we find the
Government providing that, while they deny
to a dealer already established the right to
buy as well as sell as agent, yet, when they
become middlemen they are to be at liberty
to do the very thing that they prohibit the
private agent from doing. Could inconsis-
tency go further?

What is

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: What we
propose to do is to prevent the employees of
agents from buying from their employers.

Mr. STEVENS: It is proposed that
agents shall not be allowed to buy produce
pladed in their hands for sale, and that is
perfectly right. That has been the great
evil in the past.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
going to stop that.

Mr. STEVENS: They are going to stop
agents already established doing that, but
the Minister, by this Bill, is going to take
upon himself the very power that he denies
to others.

The PreMER: No.

Mr. STEVENS: That is absolutely incon-
sistent, and, if it is wrong in the case of
agents already cstablished, it is wrong for
the Government. I notice that the Secretary
for Agriculture, in moving the second read-
ing of the Bill, said that he anticipated deal-
ing with £3,000,000 of dairy produce annu-
ally.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: I was
quoting a supposititious case. I said that, if
we had been handling all the butter, we
would have saved £37,000 in commission. I
did not say that I anticipated doing any-
thing of the kind, nor do I. Quote me cor-
rectly, please.

Mr, STEVENS: The hon. gentleman said
that this business could be done on a commis-
sion of 14 per cent. I think he will find,
if he gete the busines: established, that he
will not be able to carry on on the basis of
1% per cent. :

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: That was
supposing I handled the lot, which I do not
suppose is possible.

Mr. STEVENS:
gentleman said— ‘

“ Not only that, but an instance came
under my notice quite recently—in fact

M 7. Stevens.]
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similar instances have occurred fre-
quently that I have a knowledge of by
reason of my connection with the Depart-
ment of Agriculture—where parcels of
butter have changed hands no less than
four or five times in the one week, on
each occasion the butter being resold at
a profit. All that goes into the pockets
of the middleman at the present time.”

I cannot credit that such a state of affairs
does exist,

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICTLTURE: It is an
absolutely true statement.

Mr. STEVENS: The only case I know of
where such a thing has teken place was when
the hon. gentleman himself started dealing
in buiter, and sold a large parcel of butter
to a firmmn of middlemen in Melbourne. I
have wentioned this several times before.

Tha Prevtier: It is a case of tedious repe-
tition.

Mr. STEVENS: The hon. gentleman
allowed that firm to make a profit of £13
per ton on that parcel of butter. On another
ocrasion he sold a parcel of butter to a firm
of speculators, who made & profit of at least
£3,000 on that one parcel. This is the sort
of work that the farmers mav expcet if the
Government go into this business. I would
be the last to oppose anything that I thought
fo':done moment would benefit the man on the
and.

The SeCRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: I am
quite satisfied that a large number of
farmers in Rosewood favour this Bill.

Mr, STEVENS: I am not aware that thev
do, and T think I have a better knowledge
of the farmers of Rosewood than the hon.
gentleman has. Now, I think, if the Govern-
ment wish to benefit the farmers—the men on
the land-~they should have taken example by
what is done in Denmark and similar coun-
tries where the farming industry has become
such a proncunced success and is of such
great value to the country. Had they done
that, and encouraged the farmers in the con-
duct of their co-operative companies, then
they would have secured to the farmers the
full profits of their industry. I pointed out
the other night how they might well assist
the farmers in that direction by making them
advances from the Savings Bank under the
Savings Bank Act.

The PreEmize: Why didn’t vour party do
that when they were in power?

_Mr. BTEVENS: They could assist them
also with advances to build grain silos——

The PreEmMizR: You had an opportunity
and you did not do it.

Mr. STEVENS: And by making advances
agoinst their produce in times of plenty,
when there was no market for their product,
in order to enable them to hold it and carrv
on until a fhir market existed for the sale of
their produce. Had thev done thart. they
certainly would have been doing something
which would have assisted the farmers. Bus
we find that, instead of doing something
pricticable and something that thev might

now from experience would be of benefit
to the producers. and which has been of
benefit in other countries, thev bring in this
measure which. as the hon, member for Car-
narvon pointed out, it was quite unnecessary
for them to bring in; because they might
have gone into this business, had they wished,
withous the trouble of passing this Bill,

[Mr. Stevens.
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They bring this measure in just as a hlind to
gull the farmers, in order to try and make
them believe that they are doing something
for them.

The Prraier: Your party never did any-
thing, anyhow: they know that; not even
this window-dressing.

Mr. STEVENS: The coxperience the
farmers have had of the Governraent’s inter-
ference in the conduect of their busincss in
the enterprises upon which they have enternd
is not of such a nature as to warrant them
in hoping for »ny benefit to scerue from this
venture, should it ever ussume concrete form
—which I very much doubt. They have not
taken the means which were open to them of
showing in a practical manner their intercst
in the primary producers by aswisting them
in their cwn efforts—through co-oneration—
to obtain the full result of their labour: but
they come down with this mensure—which 1s
of an experimental character and the utility
of which is extremely doubtful—in the last
session of Parliament, merely in the hope of
trying to make the farmers believe that they
are in earnest in attempting to do scmething
for them. .

The SECRETARY TFOR AGRICULTURE :
would rather they postponed it.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: T opposed this
measure in its introductory stages because I
viewed it with a considerable amount of
saspicion, and I may go further and say with
a considerable amount of alarm.

The PremIER: You have altered your
opinion,

Hox. J. G. APPEL: I have not. It is but a
short measure, but, since I have had the
opportunity of studying it, I am more than
ever impresred with the necessity of opposing
it by every means in my power, feeling that
it would have a very serious cffect indeed
upon the future destinies of the primary
producer. I propose, as shortly as possible,
to give the reason why I am offering
opposition to it. As the Minister stated, it
embodies cne of the planks cf the socialistic
Labour platforsn: that is, the control of the
production and the distribution of the same.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICTLIURE: Are you
quoting me?

Hox. J. G. APPEL: Yes.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: I
not say so.

Hox J. G. APPEL: You might not have
used those particular terms, but you stated
that this embodies one of the planks of the
Labour socialistic platform; and so it does,
because the effect of it would be to place the
control of the prcduction, and the distribu-
tion of that production, in the hands of the
State. .

Mr.
kind.

Hon. J. G. APPEL: I am of opinion that
it does. The hon. member who has interjected
may be of @ contrary opinion, and he will act
accordingly. According to my mind, and
following out the statement which was made
by the hon. gentleman who has charge of the
measure. I have arrived at the opinion that
it would be a very great «danger to the
future of the primary producer. .

You

did

PeTERSON: It does nothing of the

Mr. CorLiNs: You have parted from your
Stote socialism.
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Hox. J. G. APPEL: It is not a matter of
State sceialism. I will point out what State
socialism would have embodied so far as
the assistance of the primary producer is
concerned, In connection with the encourage-
ment to him to have the handling of his
produce. There is no doubt that the prin-
ciple embodied in the Bill, in place of
individualism—which, I say, should be fos-
tered and encouraged—would substitute the
policy of colleetivism, which iz the policy of
the socialist party. The policy of the
democratic party, the poliecy of the farmers’
party and the primary producers of the
State, is that individualism-—encouragement
by the State to the individual, or a collection
of individuals, by assisting them to get the
best reward for their labour—is the true
democratic policy. The substitution of a
policy of collectivism is one of the reasons
why I proposc to offer strenuous opposition
to this particular measure.
The PrEMIER: You ave an individualist?

. Hon.J. G. APPEL: Iam. Iencourage the
mle}dual to improve his position on every
occasion. I don’t believe in a policy which
would tend to reduce every member of the
community to the same standard. I say that
if a man has the ability, thrift, and the
industry, let the State assist him to improve
his condition. That is the policy of the
party which I represent, and it is the true
policy; of democracy. One of the reasons
why ﬁ regarded this measure with a con-
siderable amount of suspicion was the fact
that practically every measure—and particu-
larly when it happened to be an innocent-
looking measure—introduced by the present
Administration invariably is loaded. (Hear,
hear!) When we come to examine this
measure, we find that in the definition clause
the first loading appears, in the definition
of produce, which is as follows:—

“Cereals, grain, vegotables, potatoes,
and other edible roots and fubers, fruit,
hay, and chaff, and all dairy produce:
the term includes live or dead pounltry
and game, and eggs, and ”

Here is the loading, Mr. Speaker,
“any other article or class of articles
which the Governor in Council, by Order
in Council. may from time to time
declare to be producc for the purposes of
this Aect.”

We have had a practical experience of these
harmless terms. and under this definition
alone gnythmg could be included by a Pro-
clamation of the Governor in Council, which,
as we all know, mecans by the
[9.30 p.m.} authority of the KFxeccutive of
. , the State. The very definition of
“ produce ”’ proves that it would be a very
unwise thing indeed for the primary producer
to necept this proposition, which T repeat,
as distinet from co-operation, is of no value
to him.
Mr. Giinies: For your primary producers.

How. J. G. APPEL: The hon. member for
Tacham talks about my primary producers.
They have cntered into the spirit of co-
operation.

Mr, CARTER:
there.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: Ther are individ-
ualists just as the hon. member who inter-
jected 1s, although he may profess to be
otherwise for election purposes. This little

?

They are individualists
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Bill which appears so harmless contains the
arcatest possibilities to include practically
every article that may be considered an
article of primary produce of the State.
Tske the clause which follows: it gives a
limitless scope to the State in connection
with these particular markets, and an
unlimited power of acquisition. The clause
reads &s follows:—

“Far the purposes of this Act, the
Minister may carry on the business of
getting, receiving, buying, storing, sale,
supply, and distribution of produce, and
may establish, provide, maintain, regu-
late. and control cold stores, markets,

wpdts, grain silos, shops, factories,
serving and canning works, and other
sorks, with all necessary or proper
buildings, machinery, plant, conveyances,
vohicles, and equipment, and may, under
ind subject to the Public Works Land
Resumption Act of 1906, purchase, take,
contract for the use of, or otherwise
provide lands and other property real
or personal required for the purposes of
this Act.”

Here again you find in very innocent words
the real sting of this clause. Under that
clause there is no doubt that the power of the
State would be limitless. If a co-operative
concern had been brought to perfection by
the farmers, the State could step in_ and
under the powers conferred by that clause
practically confiscate the property which had
taken so much trouble, so much experience,
and so much care on the part of those
co-operators to bring to its state of perfec-
tion,

Mr. Cornine: In what portion of the Bill
do you find the word * confiscation’ ?

Hox. J. G. APPEL: We know from experi-
ence that cvery measure introduced by the
present Administration makes for confiscation
so far as the primary producer is concerned,
because on every occasion where taxation
has been levied it has been on the primary
producer that the bulk of that ?axation has
Invariably fallen; and having in view the
powers which are contained in this Bill, I
have no hesitation in saying that once more
upon the primary producer would the whole
of this burden fall, and instcad of giving him
encouragement, he would actuelly lose that
which has taken him so much time and so
much trouble to bring to perfection. We all
know how co-operative concerns are managed.
The members of the co-operative associations
are the directors of that concern. As a rule,
the chairman is a man of the greatest
possible experience. The directors themselves
are continually in attendance, supervising
the business, which is run at a moderate cost,
and which enables a moderate return to be
made by way of profit, and any profit realised
is returned to the members of the association.
We all know the experience of the different
State markets which have been established.
One particular market to which T refer is
the fish market, which may be taken as an
object-lesson. Prior to the State taking over
the handling of fish, three men were suffi-
cient to handle that market under the control
of the local authorities. What do we find
to-dav? An army of men. Do we find that
the primary producer in that instance 1s
cetting a greater return for his product?
No. Do we find that the consumer is able
to purchase that commodity at a decreased

rate? On the contrary, we find that he is
rot. Has the effect been to do away with

Hon. J. G. Appel.]
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what was termed ‘‘the fish ring,”’” whereby
the retailers of the large cities were able to
regulate the price? No. We find on the
contrary that no benefit has accrued either
to_the producer or $q the consumer. The
only benefit that has resulted has been to
the friends of the Administration who have
secured snug billets. They are tumbliing
over one another in place of doing work
which the taxpayers apparently think they
are doing. We find in connection with this
matter, too, that the men of experience would
be lacking so far as the marketing of primary
produce was concerncd. Experience would
not be an essential. It would be his stand-
ing at the Trades Hall, as a caucusite or
organiser that would be the best qualification
to possess, from the head of the concern
to the understrappers engaged therein.
What would it concern those engaged in the
markets whether they were making a profit
or not? Then the greatest danger would
be the danger that we oxperienced quite
recently. Therec might be a sympathetic
strike, and whereas in co-operative concerns
the primary producer is enabled to go into
his own business and deal with his produce,
if it is a Government concern and a
sympathetic strike takes place, what is the
result? His crcam or his other produce may
sour or rot so far as the Government, as
at present constituted, or the employees
of the Government, are concerned. What
do they care for the primary producer,
or the loss of his reward for his toil, which
is evidenced by the amount of the produce
which might be in the market? It 1s noth-
ing whatever to them, and I say that under
those conditions, with the knowledge we have
of the unconcern, of the indifference, of the

present Administration—and, I am sorry to

#ay, of a scction of the employees of the
State so far as the.interests of the primary
producers are concerned—it would be a very
fatal thing if the primary producer, as repre-
sented in this House, gave any encourage-
1ment to the establishment of a market of this
kind.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: When
this market is working properly you will
regret these remarks.

Horx. J. G. APPEL: It will be too late
then. The best encouragement the primary
producer can get from the State is to extend
the system of co-operation. If a Bill had
been introduced dealing with that particular
phase of assistance to the primary producer
I should have given it every possible support.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : That can
be done under existing legislation.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: Then why is it not
carried into effect, instead of cccupying the
time of the Legislature at this particular
moment with a Bill of this kind?

The PREMIER: Are you opposing the second
rending ?

Hon. J. G. APPEL: T am. And I want,
furthermore, to know where the funds are to
eome from for this socialistic enterprise.
We all know that legitimate funds must
have been depleted to enable the Adminis-
tration to engage in wild-cat socialistic
schemes which, 1 venture to say, will prove
a dead loss to the taxpayers and the State
generally,. We all know that, so far as
local authorities are concerned, they cannot
get any loans.

The TrEASURER: Yes, they can.

[Hon. J. G. Appel.
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Hon. J. G. APPEL: Then why are they
not getting them?
The Treasurer: They are getting them.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: From one end of the
State to the other applications are being
refused. There is a certain return to the
Treasury every year of interest and redemp-
tion paid by local authorities on their loans.
During the year before last they actually
paid. approximately, £89,000, whilst arrears
—which are practically as good, which will
be paid—amount approximately to £16,000.
Yet we find that during that year only about
£5,000 in addition to that was loaned by the
Treasury to local authorities.

The TREASURER: Wrong. Quite wrong.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: I have got the figures
from the Treasury.
The TREASURER :

loaned,

Hox. J. G. APPEL: Oh! I am not talk-
ing about the Water and Sewerage Board.
I am talking of local authorities—shire and
town councils—and that is the whole of the
amount advanced to them. I cannot get the
figurcs for the last financial year from the
Treasury, and I know why I cannot get
them. Because the amount is so small that
the Treasury is ashamed to produce them at
the present moment. But -we have this fact
before us: that practically every local
authority which has made application’for &
loan has been refused.

The TreasURER: No.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: It is quite possible
that, in electorates represented by hon., mem-
bers supporting the (Government, advances
may have been made, but I know that in
connection with my own they have been
turned down. I will instance one application
made by the Tambourine Shire Council—
for a road to the top of Tambourine
Mountain

The TREASURER: For sight-seeing purposes.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: From the terminus
of the railway at Canungra,

Mr. CartER: For settlement?

Over half a million was

How. J. G. APPEL: For settlement. That
is the object.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Joy
rides.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: A district where

there are very large dairy farms; where
there are large orchards. They are unable
to get the full returns for their produce
owing to the lack of means of communication.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Will
the hon. member connect his remarks with
the State Produce Agency Bill?

Hox. J. G. APPEL: I am simply giving
reasons why we regard this measure with
suspicion, and I want to know what trust
or other account is to be depleted for the
purposc of providing the necessary funds.
We find that the amount of advances for
last year under- the Workers’ Dwellings
Board has diminished by nearly two-
thirds on that of the previous year, and I
want to know how the money is to be pro-
vided. Knowing, as I do, where it is to
come from—that is, out of the pockets of
the primary producer, practically the only
man—to the extent of something like 90 per
cent.—among the taxpayers of the State who
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pays direct taxation—I say one must regard
this measure with a very considerable amount
of suspicion and alarm, and it behoves every
man who is a representative of the primary
producer or who has their interests at heart
to offer the most obstinate opposition to its
becoming an Act of the Legislature. I have
already said what the effect might be if we
had a sympathetic strike. How would the
primary producer pay? He has been hit by
the land taxation, by the proposal to extend
the franchise, by the proposal to take off
the limit of rating which the local authority
may levy, by the proposed Valuation of
Land Bill, and by this particular measure
all measures which are aimed at the primary
producer. )

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICTLTURE: This is
for hic benefit.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: The whole aim and
abject 1s to introduce on the statute-book
these socialistic planks of the Labour party,
which, I venture to say, are not for the
benefit of the primary producer, which seek
to smother that individualism which seeks to
improve itself and which the State should
do cverything in its power to foster. All
the Government’s policy, as we know, is the
policy of socialism.

The PreMiER : Then it is not collectivism ?

Hox. J. G. APPEL: It may be window-
dressing, but it will be a sorry day for the
unfortunate primary producer if all the
legislation of the present Administration
appears on the statuie-book, because he will
be liable to the effects of the administration
of that legislation and the consequent taxa-
tion. I say that I will support any measure
which will assist the co-operative movement,
and I would like to quote from an article
in the *‘ Encyclopedia Britannica,” the
Iatest edition, volume 7, page 82— '

“ Co-operation: A term used particu-
Inrly both for a theory of life and for a
system of business, with the general sense
of ‘working together.” In its narrowest
usage it means a combination of indi-
viduals to economise by buying in com-
mon, or 1inerease their profits by selling
m common. In its widest usage it
means the creed that life may best be
ordered, not by the competition of indi-
viduals, where each seeks the interest
of himself and his family, but by mutual
help; by each individual consciously
striving for the good of the social body
of which he forms part, and the social
body in turn caring for each individual :
‘each for all, and all for each’ is its
accepted motto. Thus it proposes to
replace among rational and moral beings
the struggle for existence by voluntary
combination for life. More or less
imperfectly embodying this theory, we
have co-operation in the concrete or © the
co-operative movement,’ meaning those
forms of wvoluntary association where
individuals unite for mutual aid in the
production of wealth, which they will
devote to common purposes or share
among them upon principles of equity,
reason, and the common good, agreed
upon beforehand. Not that a co-opera-
tive society csn begin by saying abso-
lutely what those principles in their
purity would dictate. It begins with
current prices, current rates of wages,
and interest, current hours of labour,
and modifies them as soon as it can
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wherever they seem least conformable to
equity, reason, and the common good.”

Mr. Coriins: That article is dead against
you.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: I am sorrv for the
mental capacity of the hon. gentleman if he
thinks that that article is dead against my
argument. I point out that the benefit of
co-operation is this—that if there is @ profit
made, that profit is distributed amongst
those who produced it. Under this measure
—judging by the result of any businesses that
the State has entered into hitherto—mno profit
will be made at all; but, allowing that there
is a profit, it will not be shared amongst
those who produced it.

Mr. Coirixs: It will increase the price
paid to the producer.

fox. J. G. APPEL: The hon. gentleman
and other hen. membiers opposite are always
calling out that the prices of commedities
which have to be consumed are too high. and
is it likely that the primary producer is going
to get an increased price for his commodi-
ties? I fail to see how he is going to et it.

A GoverNMENT MeMBER: The middleman
gets it.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: T am not discussing
the question of middlemen just now, but the
question of co-operation. The benefit of co-
operation has been to secure to the producer
the highest price possible as some reward for
his labour. We have to realise that the
primary producer is in a very different posi-
tion to the men engaged in our secondary
industries. In our secondary industries. if
there is an increase, it is passed on to the
consumer; but the primary producer is not
able to do that. It is only by means of
scientific cultivation, marketing, and pre-
paration that he is able to get the highest
price he can for the products which have
cost him so much to produce. Why should
he mnot receive the full value of his labour?

Mr. CoLrixs : No one objects to that.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: The hon. gentleman
is continually stating that the price of com-
modities is too high. We know that in many
cases the primary producsr does not reap
what he sows, We know that he loses on his
dairy cattle, if there is a drought, and in
many other ways. It is, therefore, only a
fair thing that by co-operation—non-interfer-
ence by the State—he should gain some
reward for what he is able to produce. It is
contrary to the principles of hon. members
opnosite—perhaps not contrary to their
personal opinions—but it is contrary to the
principles of those who command them, xa,n'd
who have issued their ultimatum. ‘‘That is
the policy you have to carry out; whether it
is statesmanlike or mnot, it is the volicv vou
have to place before the Legislature and
carry into effect.” We know what the effect
is—that hen. members opposite have to obev
the commands issued from outside, and if
they do not, when an election comes alopg,
they are turned down themselves. According
to report, some of the hon. members oppo-
site have become too ancient in their seats,
and as the younger ones want a turn they are
also to be turned out. I draw the attention
of hon. members to the article I have just
quoted, and they will discover that co-opera-
tion always produces some benefits for the
producer without any State interference.

The PreMiER: Does it refer to State inter-
ference in that article? VYou put that in

yourself.
Hon. J. G. Appel.]
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Hox. J. G. APPEL: It has been proved
over and over again that when the State
interferey in matters of which it has no know-
ledge, then it is not for the benefit of the
primary producer., Hon. members opposite
may think that they kn more than men
eigaged in primary industries, but I am not
prepared o give thom credit for those state-
mentz, 1 have endsavoured to mive reasons
why I am opposed to this measure. The
primary producers have built up some
excellent  co-operative organisations-—buiter
factories, chesse factories, bacon factories,
and produce starkets—all being for the
benafit of the nrimary producers. In the first
session, when members opposits appeared on
the Treasury benches in the IIouse, I, as
leader of the Farmers’ party, szid that 1 was
prepared to support any legislation from the
Government side that was for the encourage-
ment and support of the primary producer,
az anything that was for his benefit and
encouragement would be for the prosperity
of the State, and the purty to which I
belonged would give it hearty support.

The PreuER: That was so much talk.

Iox. J. G. APPEL: From that time every
Act of administration and every Act of
legislation by the presont Government has
heen aimed at that particular section of the
community. Why, I do not know, because
the Premier miast realise that vou cannot
put the hurden of taxation always on one
section of the community. You cannot permit
another scction alwavs to escape taxation. If

cne section of the community is

[10 p.m.] continually laden with direct

taxation, the result must be
failur> and disaster. And I say that is the
object of all the legislation which has been
introduced, end that it is the object of this
particular piecc of legislation. It is a piece
of legislation which, even if it goes into
Committee, as it undoubtedly will, because
the Government have a sufficient maiority
for that purpose, is not suseeptible to amend-
ment. It is bad from root to branch, and I
trust it will never be placed on the statute-
bouk of the State. I propose to cppose it at
every stage while it is before the Assembly.

Mr. BRIDGES (¥uncah): This seems to
be a very small and innocent little Bill.
The PrEvIER: Innocent, but useful.

Mr, BRIDGES: Tt is certainly only a little
Bill, but we are rather suspicious of these
little Bills

Mr. McMINN: You are built that way.

Mr. BRIDGES: My name is Thomas,
“otherwise Didymus,” and I cannot help
being suspicious of these measures. We pre-
vicuslr had beforc us a Sugar Acquisition
Bill, which contained a dragnet clause, and
this measurc may have a dragnet clause in
it.

The Prruier: It will drag some of you
people out of Parliament.

Mr. BRIDGES: The hon. gentleman may
be dragged out with me.

The PREMIER: We will chance that.

Mr. BRIDGES: We chance a good many
things, but they do not alwars come off.
One reason why I view this measure with a
good deal of suspicion is that there is a great
deal which is left to regulation. When we
were ou that side of the House we were told
that matters were left to regulation which
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ought to be dealt with in the Bill. If it was
right at that time that matters should be
dealt with in the Bill itself, it is right now.

The . SECRETARY TOR AGRICULTURE: The
Minister may want to establish a frait can-
ning factory.

Mr. BRIDGES: I am glad the Minister
has made that interjection, because it re-
minds me that there is a suggestion that the
department should cstablish a factory to
een pines for the soldiers’ settlement at
Beerburrum. I am afraid they will not do
2 great deal of pine canning for any place
cutside the local market. »

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: We a_r*e
getting ifferent reports from the commis-
sioners who have gone abroad.

Mr. BRIDGES: I do not want to go into
the question of the commissioners to-night. I
repeat thet I view with a great deal of
suspicion this little Bill, and that I do not
think it is necessary.

At seven minutes past 10 o’clock,

The SpEAKER resumed the chair.

Mr. BRIDGES: The Government did not
require any Act of Parliament to carry out
State butchers shops or to purchase sta-
tions, and they do not require an Act of Par-
liament to establish a State produce agency.
The Minister has told us that this is an
experiment. The Government can make an
experiment without passing this Bill, and if
they do so and find that it is successful, they
can then ask the Touse to pass the measure.
We cannot help being suspicious of it at the
present time. The Government comman-
deered our butter, and they may comman-
deer our cabbages. I am not going to labour
the question, but I would advise the Min-
ister to withdraw the Bill. If he wants to
experiment in this matter, let him rent a
shop, just as the Government rent shops for
butchering purposes, carry on the business
in a small way, and then, if they show that
they are doing fairly by the preducer and
the consumer, such a measure as this will
have our support. Let the Minister start m
a humble way, and when he has got our
confidence he can introduce a comprehensive
messure dealing with the whole subject. But
at present I am afraid that he wants cheap
cabbages from the farmer in order to pro-
vide cheap food for the consumer in the
town. I helieve the Minister is sympathetic
with the farmer, but I think he is sympa-
thetic with the consumer to the extent of 3d.
and sympathetic with the farmer to the
extent of 2d. If I was sure that thers was
no fear of the (Government establishing =
monopoly and getting the whole of the
farmers produce and selling it cheap, mot
earing how much it cost the farmer to prc-
Guce it, I would be more favourably disposed
towards ths Bill, but at present I would
advise the Minister to withdraw the measure.

My, PETRIE (Tosmbul): I beg to move
the adjournment of the debate.

The Premirr: That is not in accordance
with the arrengement. ‘

Mr. BaIDGLs: Yes, ten minutes past 10
o’clock. )

The PrEMIER: Don’t do it again.

Question put and passed.

The resumption of the debate was made an
Order of the Day for to-morrow.

The House adjourned at ten minutes past
10 o’cloclk.





