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1030 Quest'ons. [ASSEMBLY.] Questwns. · 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

TUESDAY, 11 SEPTE11BER, 1917. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. W. McCormack Cairns) 
took the chair at half-past 3 o'clock. ' 

PAPER. 
'I'he following paper, laid on the table was 

ordered to be printed:- ' 
Additional regulations under the Dis· 

charged Soldiers' Settlement Act of 
1917. 

QUES'I.'IONS. 
HOURS AND RATES OF PAY OF R.UL':I'AY 

ENGINE-DRIVERS. 
Mr. .\RMFIELD (Jlusgrave) asked the 

Secretary for Railways-
" 1. \Vhat are the number of hours 

worked by the railway engine-drivers at 
each of the following centres :-Bunda­
berg, M:uyborough, and Gympie, from 
the 1st July to the 26th August of this 
year? 

"2. What were the number of hours 
paid at overtime rates at each of the 
centres named? 

. " 3. \Vhat was the cost of such over­
time at each centr0 ? 

"4. 'What were the hours of overtime 
worked by the guards stationed at tlw 
centres named ; and the cost of such 
overtime? 

"5. \Vhat number of ·drivers and 
guards arP stationed at each of these 
centres named? 

".6. How many shunters have pa•sed 
then necessary examinati'?~ and waiting 
to ,):'e promoted to the pos1t10n of guard? 

7. How many of these shunters have 
been engaged shunting for three years?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
replied-

" 1. Bundaberg, 11,328k hours; Mary­
borough, 23,780 hours; Gym pie, 11,554~ 
hours. 

"2. Bundaberg, 2,1on hours; Mary­
borough, 4,377 hours; Gym pie, 1,858 
hours. 

"3. Bundaberg, £286 12s. 4d.; Mary­
borough, £622 Os. 3d. ; Gympie, £260 
3s. 8d. 

"4. Bundaberg-(a) 1 023k hours· (b) 
£118 13s. 5d. Maryborugh-(a) '772;1 
hour : (b) £97 17s. 3d. Gvmpie-­
(at 538~ hours; (b) £66 18s. 5d. • 

5. Bunclaberg-Drivers 22 · guards 
1~. ~Iary?orou<:_h-Driver~, 62'; guards: 
1. ;, Gymp1c-Dnvers, 29; guards, 23. 

6. _Bundaberg, 3 ; Maryborough, 8; 
Gymp1e, 2. 

"7. _Bun1~herg, 3; Maryborough, 8; 
Gympre, 2. 

[Hon. A. J. Jones. 

DISTRESS IN MACKAY. 
Mr. SW.AYNE' (Mirani) asked the Chief 

Secretary-
" If he will take immediate steps to 

relieve the distress in Mackay. where, 
through the stoppage of water-borne 
traffic, they are becoming short of the 
necessaries of life?" 

The PREMIER (Hon. T. J. Ryan, Barcoo}, 
r<>plied-

" I have alread<• taken such steps, and 
I have been informed by the ban. mem­
ber for Mackay (Mr. Forgan Smith), 
that he is in receipt of the following 
telegram to-dav from the mayor of 
}'[ackay, viz.,__:: 

Thanks Premier's offer bring sup· 
plies from Rockhampton tlwo boats 
arriving from Townsville to-morrow 
will relieve position somewhat. Have 
handed your telegram Trader• .. ' Asso­
ciation for action." 

GoVERC'f1IENT ::YlE11BERS: Hear, h·ear! 
Mr. BEBBI::SGTON: After notice of this ques­

tion was given. (Government laughter.) 

MR. DASH AND PROSERPINE MILL DISPUTE. 
Mr. SWAYNE asked the Chief Secretary-

" Who and what is the Mr. Dash to 
whom the manager of the Proserpine 
:Mill states the Government ha' referre-d 
the matter of the industrial dispute 
there?" 

The PREMIER replied-
" This question is evidently based on 

false information.'' 

DISMISSAL AND Rr<PPOI::Sn!ENT OF :\lR. 
EASTCRAB. 

Mr. CORSER (Burnett) ask8d the Secretary 
for Railways-

" 1. Has a gentJ, man, by name Mr. 
Eactcrab, berm dismissed from the 
Queensland Railways by the Commis­
sioner, since the last general conference 
of the Railway Union, for failing to 
report for club' or for other causes? 

"2. \Vho is rcoponsibln for his reap­
pointn1ent ?" 

Tho SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
replied-

·' 1. No. :;y1r. Eastcrab has not been 
dismissed. He applied for extended 
leave without pay, which was not 
granted, and as he had taken up duties 
outside the department, his name was 
removed from the books. 

" 2. He has not been reappointed." 

ADVANCES OC'f SUGAR HELD IN STORES. 
Mr. SMITH (Jfackay) asked the Chief 

Se---:retary, "\vithout notice-
" If he has received any reply from the 

Prime Minister of the Commonwealth to 
the telegram sent last week about 
advances payable on sugar held in stores 
and mills?" 

The PREMIER replied : I may inform 
the hon. gentleman that I have rPoeived a 
telegram from the Prime Minister to-day, 
r: adir rr as follows :-

"Your telegram 6th. Have arranged 
with Colonial Sugar Refining Company 
n.:tke ad' ances against sugar prior to 
shipment so a" to give necesRary accom­
modation to enable millers to continue 
crushing operations and to pay for cane 
and 1vages." 

GOVERNMENT ME:\!BERS: Hear, hear! 
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AuDITOR-GEXERAL's REPORT. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE (Toowoornba) asked the 
Chief Secretary, without notice-

" When the Auditor-General's report 
is likely to be presented, as we were told 
>tbout three weeks ago that it would be 
ready in a day or two?" 

The PREMIER replied-
" I understand that the 

General's report will be ready 
October.·' 

Auditor­
early in 

1\fOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT. 
STOPPAGE OF PRODUCING INDUSTRIES IN 

NoR'rH QUEENSLAND. 

The SPEAKER: I have to report to the 
House that I have received the following 
kttcr from the hon. member for ::>tiirani, 
::'vir. E. B. S\\a,·ne-

.. 11th September, 1917. 
" The Speaker, Legislative Assembly, 

Queensland. 

"Dear Th1r. Speaker,-I desire to give 
you notice, in accordance with Standing 
Order No. 135, when the House meets 
this_ afternoon for the conduct of public 
busme••,, I shall move the adjournment 
of the House for the purpose of debating 
a dcfimtc matter of urgent public impor­
tancc.-viz., the distress occasioned by 
the stoppage of producing industries 
i1_1 :::\orth Queensland during the opera­
twns of the seamen's strike. 

" I am. dear Mr. 8peaker, 
''Yours sincerely, 

"E. B. SwAYNE." 

_Mr. SWA ~NE (liirani): In accord>tnce 
w1th the notice you have just received, I 
beg to move-That the House do now 
adjourn. 

l'l~orc than_ five members having risen in 
therr places m support. of the motion, 

Mr. S\V "\ YNE said: In moving this motion 
I am not doing it with anY desire to 
cmbarra,·; the Government. (:Loud Govern­
ment laughter.) I may point out that 
through the' industrial deadlocks that have 
lately obtained the Opposition has treated 
the Government with the utmost forbear­
ance. So long as we .,·ere satisfied or had 
any re>t''Ol1 to think that they intended to 
deal with the crisis on constitutional lines 
we refrained from anv criticism and did 
not do anything to ha'mper the~ by word 
or deell. I think it is only right to impress 
that upon the House, in order that it m·ay 
be embodied in "Hansard." It shows the 
manner in which the Opposition dealt with 
thr, position, as they carefully refrained from 
any criticism that is likely to make the 
GoYernmcnt's work harder in dealing with 
these '"atters. However, the matter has now 
become so •cute that in justice to those 
"'ho_m I represent-in fact I may say in 
JustJce to the whole State-I think it now 
m:' dut:; to give Parliament an opportunity 
of di~cuc.sing the position that has arisen 
in the hope that through our united advice 
and through the debate that will ensue some 
satisfactory solution of it will be offered. 
The position is this-not only is the :-.;orth in 
absolute need of the necessaries of life in 
manv instances-we know of towns that are 
short of flour at the present time-not only 
has that obtained, but it has gone further: 
the big industries on which they depend for 

their ability to buy food, and upon which 
Australia depends for the supply of these 
Ecccssaries of life, are on the verge of being 
hung up. As showing what the position is, 
I would like to read some telegrams verifying 
all that I say in regard to the stress that 
there obtains. I m·ay say that last week I 
received a telegram from one of the mills 
pointi1.g out that the farmers had been 
called together and asked if they would 
accept half the a ward prices for their cane. 
Tlwy are also out of sacks, which threatens 
a total stoppage in the near future. On the 
'-trength of that, I asked the Premier a ques­
tioa without notice last Thursda0. At that 
time the Government seemed to be quite 
without purpose in dealing with the matter. 
I asked the Premier whether he would do 
,. nvthing to relieve the position, and really 
I think that that question might have been 
ans'1 ered last Thursday without keeping me 
wa.iting four days for a reply as to whether 
he would do anything to relieve the posi­
tion or not. Then again, since Thursday 
last, I received a telegram from the 
Secr('tar·""~ of tho Traders' Association at 
Mackay,' reading-

" Get steamer despatched with food 
supplies for Mackay. Position very 
serious." 

'I'hen again, on Saturday night I received 
an urgent wire from one of the mills here 
reading-

" ::V[arian mill out of sugar sacks ; none 
procurable in Queensland. Will have to 
close down five day; from date. Urge 
you endeavour to arrange transit of 
sacks from Sydney to Gladstone, prevent 
whole ,ale unemployment of men and 
serious l<"s to fanners during most pro­
fitablP month year. All mills district 
similarly affectcd.-S. Watt, Secy." 

As accentuating the position that has now 
arisen, I find the Premier hw; wired to the 
Prime :Minister quoting Mr. Watt's telegram. 
Tbat shows that he had began to realise the 
seriousnus of the position. Further down 
in the '-amo column therf' is this statement-

" :VIr. Ryan also referred ·to the ques­
tion of adYances ar.;ai'n·>t sugar storect in 
a mill, a.nd said that on June 27 he had 
telegraphed to the Prime Minister as 
follows:-' Deputation of sugar-growers 
a'· :'\1ackay urges speedy completion of 
arl'nngement to ship raw sugar from 
:\1ackay. They· al-:o urge that advances 
be made a.gainst ·-ugar stored in mills 
and in shipping sheds. Position is very 
acute. I strongly urge you to accede to 
their requests.' " 

The report also st>ttes that Mr. Ryan sent 
an additional wire dealing with the subject, 
urging that the Commonwealth Government 
should f.msider the advisability of making 
ad·cance. arainst sugar stored in the mill 
to enable crushing to be continued. Those 
wires amply confirm my contention that the 
position in the North is most severe. \Vhen 
tlw Premier •-ent that teleg-ram to :Mr. 
Hnghcs, the time was more than pa·,t wh:n 
eomething ehould be done to me('C tlw dlf­
firultv which compelled mills to break awards 
and ra:v their cane suppliers only 10s. in the 
£1. although at the time perfectly solYent, 
as is shown by the Auditor-General, in his 
last annual report. Referring to the Plane 
Cre0k Mill, he said, ''The financial position 
of the eompan:v is sound." That is what the 
Auditor-Generit! said about a mill which has 

Mr. Swayne.] 
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been reduced to the position of being able to 
pay its growers only 10s. in the £1. The State 
Government which allowed such a condition 
of things to obtain have certainly been 
lacking in their duty. In many instances 
the employees will, no doubt, be reduced to 
a similar con~ition to. that occupied by the 
growers, and rt goes wrthout saying that the 
position has become so acute that a total 
stoppage of the supply of cane for the year 
may result. After all that has been done 
with regard to food supplies, and with regard 
to advances on sugar stored in the mills the 
po&iti'on has not been half met. With ;efer­
ence to the food supply, I, in company with 
a number of tho Upper House, waited on the 
Premier as far back as Friday last and the 
hon. gentleman then told us that' a small 
Government steamer capable of carrying 50 
or 60 tons of food supplin> would be sent 
from Rnckhampton. In the meantime we 
find that private enterprise stepped int~ the 
breach, and that two firms-Messrs. Burns 
Philp. and Company and Messrs. Cummin~ 
and Campbell-sent two small steamers with 
supplies to Mackay, and thus alleviated the 
nosition as far as food ~upplies ar'e concerned. 
But th0se things are only palliated; the root 
o£ the evil has not been touched, and that 
rs1 the transport of sugar from the producing 
distncts to the Southern States. This opens 
up a wider question than the needs of the 
North; it opens up the wider question of the 
llf'•eds of Australia. Not only are the sugar 
producers hampered by present conditions, 
but we "hall find very soon, unless some 
solution of the difficulty is found, that the 
people of the South will be short of one of 
the absolute necessaries of life. The pro­
ducers and the mills in the North will 
shortlr have to close down, in spi'te of the 
financial help givPn them. because thev are 
~hart of sack~ to put their sugar in; and- even 
If they .rcceiye a supp!y within a few days 
there wrll stJll be a difficulty, because they 
have reached the limit of their storage. I 
made inqui.rieo this morning, and I found 
that alonP,"Alde one wharf in Brisbane there 
:vcre 7,qoo tons of s_hipping tied up-empty, 
Idle, lymg there Without being used. The 
i'\orth is blocked up, and the people down 
South arc wanting that sugar, and yet we 
have y.ooo tons of shipping lying useless 
alongside the wharf. Can anyone give any 
go!"d reason why such a state of things should 
exist? \Ve know that our civilisati'on of to­
day depends upon our transport facilities­
upon the means of intercourse between this 
Stato and other States. and between different 
parts of the world. What has happened in 
Queensland, in cpite of the fact that our 
transport workers are the most highlY paid 
of su~h workers in any put of the world ? 
This has happened, that the people in the 
centre of Queemland are on the verge of 
starvation owing to shipping being tied up. 
Surely it is time that something was done 
to remedy such a state of things. I know 
that when such a matter as this is bronP,"ht 
forward thB Government take refuge i'n the 
pretext or the subterfuge that we should go 
to Mr. Hughes or to the National Govern­
ment. This is no time, when we arc fighting 
for our very existence. for any Government 
to st,md upon their rights in that manner. 
This is a time when party feeling should not 
obtain. I do not care whether the State 
Government belonged to one party and the 
Commonwealth Government belonged to 
another party, I contend that it is not right 
for them to shelter themselves beneath the 

[Mr. 8waync. 

plea that this is a matter which belongs to the 
function' of another Government, and say, 
" This is the other fellow's work." It is the 
duty of the State Government to seo that the 
shipping lyiiJg uselcs3 in Queensland ports, at 
a time when the whole world is so short of 
shipping. that every ton of shipping we have 
at our: disposal ie properly utilised, and not 
left lymg here week after week unused. I have 
opened the subject up. Unfortunately, I am 
the onlv m<>mber QH this side of the House 
represe!1ting the Korth, but I cay that it is 
up to the unluck:<· thirteen members opposite 
who represent Northern electorates to give 
some indication that thcv realise the serious­
!1f)·1S of the position of their constituents at 
the present time, and to show that they are 
prepared tu do something to relieve that 
position-if necessary to break the trammels 
of party fe,o!ing and party discipline in order 
to see that something i's done to relieve the 
X orth in its time of dire distress. This is 
not a matter affecting one town only; it 
affects the whole of the North, and will 
shortlv affect the whole of Australia as far 
as· one of the nece'•',aries of life is concerned, 
if something is not done to relieve the pre­
S• :1t deadlock-or blockade-if I may call it 
such, to which the North is subjected. It is 
about up to those men to sink all party 
f0cling and to unite in offering a solution 
of the diff\cultv. If that solution involves 
the bre:tking a,'¥ay from some of thei'r party 
tic·c and party feelings, still it is their duty 
to take whatever action ic necessary. 

Mr. FoLEY: In the same way as you break 
a '"lY from your party ties. 

Mr. SWAY:'<E: I never allow party feel­
ing to tie my hands. (Government laughter.) 
No; I .do not. Time after time, when I 
have considered it my duty to those I repre­
sent, I have voted against my party. I have 
never allowed my sympathies to be gagged 
by partv feeling. It is up to some members 
on the· other side to show that they can 
subordinate party feeling when occaeion re­
quires it. ,\t any rate, I think it will be 
admitted that I' havp opened up a most 
important question and have shown that the 
position in the North is most acut~, an_d, 
further, that the whole of Australia w1Il 
suffer shortly if something is not done to 
see that the shipping on the Australian 
coast is utilised. I move the adjournment 
of the House for the purpose of discussing 
this subject. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL (Albert): Just a few 
words in seconding the motion moved by the 
hon. member for Mirani. I think the thanks 
of the community are due to the hon. mem­
ber for the action which he has taken this 
afternoon. There is no question about it, 
that this particular industry which has been 
affected, and is being affected at the present 
time, by the dislocation which the hon. mem­
ber has spoken about is one of the most 
important industries of Queensland, and one 
of the most important of the primarY indus­
tries of the Commonwealth. That it has been 
deleteriously affected by the present indus­
trial disturbances is unquestionable, and the 
cause i~, as has been stated by the hon. 
member for Mirani, that a certain section 
of the community, who are amongst the high­
est paid of the workers of the community, 
have disregarded an award which has been 
made in their favour, and are breaking th<;l 
law, and thus injuring this most important 
industry and affecting a large number of the 
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members of the community. Owing to those 
breacl:)es of the law by that section of the 
community, many of our people have been 
unable to obtain the necessary stores to 
enable them to live, and this great industry, 
\Yhose working season is no\v on, is being 
affected by the fact that they are unable to 
obtain mill stDres. That that is so is known 
to every member of the community, and yet 
the PremiC'r and hon. gentlemen who sit with 
him on the Treasury bench have by their 
lack of action contributed to this state of 
affairs, and that should, to my mind, hold 
them up to the reprobation of the general 
body of the electors of Queensland. 

Mr. CoLLI),S: More window-dressing. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: It is useless for hon. 
membc·rs on that side of the House to talk 
about 1.vindo,~. -dressing. \Ve have legislHtion 
upon the shtutc-book dealini!: with concilia-

tion and adlitration, and awards 
[4 p.m.J have been made, and, dPspite the 

fact that the legislation itself is of 
the special l £and of hon. member' opposite, 
breach<:s of those a wards are being daily 
made: but the Government. which should 
insist that. so far as everv section of the conl­
munity is concern0d, the law ehould be 
obeyed. is sitting- idly and calmly by taking 
no action. and allowing these things to occur. 

Mr. BOOKER: Why? 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: Whv 7 I do not think 
the ru;son js far to seek. 'Unfortnnate<lv. as 
I have repeatedly said in this House, it is 
because they nre not free to act as they 
('hoose, becaLL'3C thev have to obe",' the instruc­
iions which ure given to them. 'rt is because 
they are re;we•enting-~and some of their 
member•· oped,v say that that is the fact~ 
only a o,,,c;ion of the communit_y; they are 
only prepared to administN .'1nd to cause the 
law to be carried into effect so far as that 
particular section of the community is con­
-cerned, and are not prepared to carry into 
<>ffect the law of the land when that section 
become law-breakers. They then sit idly by 
and permit those breaches of the law to t~tke 
place, notwithstanding the.t great loss, suffer­
ing, and d·,privation is being caused to a 
section of thr· community consisting of the 
primary producers, who above all others 
, hould receive the care of the Administration; 
who above all others are subject to all the 
pests that nature can inflict upon them, 
and who to-day arc suffering from all the 
pests that a political Government, owing to 
their non-recognition of the rights of this 
particular section of the community, are pre­
pared to inflict upon them. I say that 
a-dvi,t-dl,-, beet. me it is not alone the inaction 
of the Government, but the fact that thev 
are not taking the action that they should 
take, which i~ cansing all this trouble. TJ.,, 
hon. member for Mirani has specificallv 
stated that in connection with certain mill 
supplies the position is serious, and that 
unless t'wse supplies are furnish0d some of 
the large mills at present in operation will 
ha \'e to doP ·, down, inflicting, in the first 
instance, dam age and loss to those who ha vc 
produced th<' cane ; then upon those who arc 
emplO\'cd in connection with the industry. 
<>ncl upon th .. e community generally. As we 
all know. Qneen.;land i.·· the great supplier of 
this particular article to the Commonwealth 
of Amtralia. and if anything interferes with 
the production and manufacture of sugar it 
\vill not on1y inflict an injnry, financial and 
otlwrwiPe. u:1on the people of Queenslr.nd, 

but it will also affed the people of the whole 
of the communit, of the Commonwealth. 
\V e know that at th(' present time there is a 
large section of the people of the Coall'non­
wealth who look somewhat askan<'e at 
Queensland in conn<ection with this industry. 
They <tre continually crying out that they 
require cheaper sugar. 

The SPEAKER : Order : The hon. mem­
ber is not in order in debating that matter 
on this motion. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: I am encleavourimr to 
point out the effect of the dislo<:ation upon 
the community generally, and the _fact that, 
owino- to this dislocation, sugar wrll not be 
supplied to n1ombcrs of the con~munity _in the 
Southern State··, with the resu1t that rt w!ll 
have a far-reaching effect, as, if there is a 
failure on the part of Queensland to produce 
this necessary article, we shall have the er~· 
that sugar must he imported, and that will 
be sugar grown by black labour. But appa­
renth that ·does not affect hon. members 
opnositc, who are continually using the 
i"'~rot cry of "White Australia," and yet 
stip:m.atise t·verything they obje<:t .to ~s 
"black." Thc1 will hav' no hesrtatron m 
doing this injury to Queensland. If they can 
get cheaper sugar g;ow!' by black labo~r, 

'thev will hav•J no hcortatwn m consummg rt. 
Th~t is the position that we have to fear. 
Ev-ery 1nember of the House, no matter what 
·1ide he is sitting upon, has always advocated 
conciliation and arbitration. But ;v~en ;r,ve 
see an absolute hreakdown of the legrslatron 
in connection with that pnrticular metho-d of 
settling our trade disputes; when we. further­
more se•' that the awards which have been 
made: which should be in f'very W<lY satis­
factOl:V to those engaged in th~ industry, and 
vet this dislocation is taking place, it makes 
one ponder and think as to whethe" hon; 
members on the Treasury b0nches are. bona 
fide in their protestations. Thf'n, agam, we 
havo the fact that was touched U}'JOn J::v tJ:e 
hon. member who moved the matron; ~s th!s 
the time when anv Government shoutd srt 
idly by, when the· Empire . is. in sue!: g~eat 
straits, and our boys are nskmg therr hves 
and ,he-dding their blood at the fron_t? Is 
thi~ the time when these trad~ dBn_utes 
should take place with all thrs drslocatwn? 
I am very glad indeed thvt ~he hon. m,Gmber 
for Mirani has brought thrs matter nefore 
th<> House, and in doing- so he has brought 
it before the electors of Queensland. I trust 
that everv member on this side who has t~o 
'Y!atter at: heart, if only in a few WOJ'ds, ':'Ill 
voice his disapprobation of the _Jack ?f actron 
which has signal iscd and ~hf!matrs_ed t)'re 
Premier and hon. members s1ttmg wrth hrm 
on the Treasuc~ bench. ~ have much 
pleasure in seconding ihe motion. 

~r. VOWLES (Da/bJ;) : Before this matter 
goes through I _wou_ld li}<e to '"!P~ort the hon. 
m<'mber for Mrram. ]\;o one mhmatelv con­
nected with the affairs of the Nort~. on read­
ing the newspapers, can help '?ommg to the 
conclusion that things mnst be m a desperate 
position. \Vhen vou find thtit the produce of 
the whole season;s work is being jeopardised 
bv the artion of the Government in not find­
i~g th0 means of transport ~or the necessary 
material, and for the oorrymg away of the 
crop from the sugar-mills, when we know 
that there arB boats lying here in the Bris­
bane River that could be utilised bv the Go­
v<'rnment, if thev we,·e so inclined and pre­
pared to carry out. the honourable functions 

Mr. Vowles.l 
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of a Government, which they do not appear 
to be, then we must come to the conclusion 
that we have ari·ived at a lamentable state of 
affairs in the history of Queensland, and, as 
we said the other night. such a thing as 
responsible govcr!lment ceases to exist. If 
we are goipg to allow any ,ection of the 
community to defy th£' lav., if we are going 
to allow them to use force in the way they 
are doina- to cripple and jeopardise an 
industry, ~then a Government which will sit 
by in apathc· or in fear is not carrying out 
the hmctions which they were placed on the 
Treasury benches to perform. That is the 
i1osition, and it J:as been the position for 
some time past with regard to the Govern­
ment in Queensland. 

Mr. O'Sl:LLIVAN: ·what rot! 

Mr. VOWLES: To my mind, it is criminal 
on their part, and I am astonished to find 
that there arc men representing the pro­
ducers in the North who will by interjection 
now ;ccclaim the doirgs of the Government 
in this respect. \V e have got to the stage 
now that the Government have Bhown that 
thcv are mere tools in the hands of an out­
sid~ organisation. 

:\'Ir. DuNSTAN: Thev knew' how to handle 
the position better than the Government in 
New South WaleB. 

Mr. YOWLES: They have sat by idly, 
wondering which way the cat was going to 
jump, afraid to move, afraid that they would 
fall out with their political friends; or, in 
the alternative. load themselves with infamy. 
They have done that for weeks. 'l'he Pre­
mier, since the time this matter "'' brought 
forciblv before him b,, the hon. member for 
Mirani', has been prepared to sit by, and 
at the diet c tion of his political bosses in the 
Trades Hall to allow production to be des­
troyed, and the whole of the fortunes of 
these unfortunate men in the North to be 
jeopardised, and he would never havP at­
tempted to interfere had not the hon. mem­
ber for Mirani brought forward this motion, 
which he gaye notice of some few days ago. 
The Premier now steps into the breach in 
a sort of way, and turns round and tells us, 
in answer to " question put to him in the 
House, that it is his intention to take action, 
and that he did so seemingly without any 
intervention on the part of the hon. member 
for Mirani. Where is this 'Ort of thing 
going to finish? What applies in the North 
will apply in other directions in the future. 
Can WP have any confidence in a Govern­
ment which is !loinr- to sit idly by and allow 
t1wee things to happen? Are we going to 
have our hws flouted, as has happened in 
the prc,t, and aro we going to have the Go­
vernment falling back on the excuse that 
there is a higher authority which should be 
appealed to? Arc they always going to fall 
back upon the Commonwealth Government. 
and not going to accept their own responsi­
bilities? If they are not going to accept 
their rE'"ponsibiliti<'s. I wonder how they can 
have the courage to ren,ain on the 'I'reasur:v 
benches; for, when all is said and done. the 
functions of the Government are to carry 
out the laws. T'lese are not laws that the 
Government disapprove of; they are laws 
which were brought forward as part of th,<ir 
platform, brought forward by themselves and 
carried by force of numbers through this 
House. They arc laws which it is admitted 
now contain great weakn0sse<~, and weak­
nessp-, which were sought to be obviated by 
hon. members on this side when they were 
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11nde,· discussion But when we pointed out· 
those wealmes'DS the Government would not 
accept amendments whereby the difficulty in 
the North would have been overcome. 

Mr. CoLLINS: The weakness of your case. 

Mr. VOWLES : It is not the weakness of 
our cn~e; it is the weakness of the Govern­
ment through their want of ordinary cour­
age. The weakn0ss I was referring to was 
in connection with the Arbitration Act. If 
the Premier had taken advantage of the sug­
gestions of the Opposition, and included the 
right of appeal to the court. he would have 
been in a happy position to-day. ~\nother 
thing. if he had accepted the sugge~twns of 
the Opposition--

The SPEAKER: Order! Will the hon. 
member explain how this has anything to 
do with the seamen's strike? 

Mr. Vowr.E~: 'I'he seamen's strike? 
The SPEAKER: Yes. That is what the 

motion relates to. 

Mr. VOWLES: I am dealing with the 
law and the defiance of the law. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! The hon. mem­
ber must connect his remarks with the 
1notion. 

Mr. VOWLES : I am connecting them in 
this wav: that the law is broken, and if 
the Government had handled the case as 
theY c<hould have done, they coul·d have 
amended their former legislation; but sooner 
than do that, admit their incapacity, and 
alter the law to meet emergencies such as 
these, they are prepared to sit by and wait 
and let the. inevitable happen. It appears 
that the scdmen refused to handle goods or 
to carry on their ordinarv avocation<,, simply 
because thev are out on' strike in sympath::; 
with something that is going on in New 
South \Vale,,. I have here a paragraph from 
the "Courier ,. of to-day giving the remarks 
of Judge Heydon in the New South. Wales 
court, in which he deals very partiCularly 
with · tlw case. HP said-

" The ca3e illustrates well how the 
'black' doctrine causes a strike to run 
through the whole community. With the 
actual operation of the doctrine, however, 
we see a certain inconsistencv. Strikers 
etet 'black' meat, ride on 'bliu·k' trams, 
and work alongsi·de 'black' labour to 
help the strike. This sacred princi]Jlil 
of ' black ' doctrine, so holy as to J ustlfy 
the tearinrr away of Australia's shield 
that Germ~any may stab her. dwindles 
down to mere expediency, to bG. used c;r 
not ,•.s occasion seems to call for It. This 
holv principle shrinks into a common­
pla~e desire to beat the Government. 
Let us, therefore, hear no more appeals 
to the great principles of uni.onism aB 
justif,·ing the infliction of >nde,.prea·d 
dw,truction, even starvation. and death, 
as coming before even loyalty to A us· 
tralia to the Empire. and to our 
broth~rs in the trenches." 

Those are the wor·ds of a ,disinterested per­
son-not a politician, but a judge-who is 
giving a decision in c<mnection with the Pyr­
mont Sugar Workero' Employee" Union, 
which he lined £100 for aiding and abetting 
a strike. That is what is going on in the 
North. \Ye have the same men who have 
for their battle crv at election times the 
question of black lab-our acting inconsistently; 
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we have their representatives acting inc0n­
sistontly; and we have their Government act­
ing inconsistently. By the wav this sort of 
thing is going on, these matters want venti­
lating; the general public wants to be 
brought face to face with them; the actions 
of the Government want dealing with now 
that the public is hot, so that the public will 
know the real strength of it; we don't want 
to h_ave ~hese matters brought forwa1'd at 
electwn time and slummed over und mis­
represented. \Vho is at fault in not sceinO" 
that _foodstuffs go to the people in the North 
requnes to be statccl. The Prcemier should 
explain why he has held back in such a 
callous manner where the fortunes of the 
Northern people were concerned. and whv 
a big industry like the sugar industry is in 
the precarious position it is in to-dav lo,es 
b~ing suffered by very many SL\ppo'rte·rs of 
h1s own Cabinet through his not interferinO" 
and lookit1g after their interests. I have ver~ 
great pleasure in supporting the motion, and 
trust that every member on this side of the 
House will ventilate his grievances, because 
it is not a little grievance; it is not 
parh· grie, ance; it is a :\' ati~nal one. 
(Government laughter.) 

Mr. BEBBIXGTON (Drayton): I wish to 
support thco hon. member for Mirani on this 
motion. I think he deservrs not onh the 
thanks of the Home, but the thanks ~f the 
whole of the producers of the State for 
bringing this matter forward, becaus~ the 
sugar producers-or the sugar-O"rowers-who 
are ~uffering this seriou.s loss ar.:' not the only 
portwn of the commumty who have suffered 
so much of late. In fact, e have it that a 
CaFe\ is now vroceeding outside this State 
where <evideneP was brought forward in th~ 
court that there was a plan-or, shall we sa v. 
a r:ollusion, with men in this State and the 
other Statr-to cut our railway cDmmuni<c­
tion at Stanthorpe; and the same no cloubt 
apy,]iced to the North. In fact, this hold-up 
of fo~dstuffs is not confined to shippinf'. I 
have 1t on the beet of a uthoritv that c0rtain 
portions of railwa;"T en:rinc~ \ve;e remo•,-ed at 
.\therton. in order to prevent the Farmers' 
Unlon taking pc'·,:;;ef:sion of eno-in0s and sup~ 
pl:ying thn people with food. Kow. these are 
thmgs which are practically permitteed b~· 
the present Government. " 

The SECRET.\RY FOR .AGRICULTFRE : \Ye were 
removing temptation from their way. 

Mr. BEBBINGTO::'oi: The rPas0n is that 
the pre·'~nt Government are part and parcel. 
b;;· £ oeJahon, of the men who are holding 
up the State. (Government dibbcnt.) You 
:.~re part and parcel, by a~'3ociation and corn~ 
pnn:,·, of the men who arc holding up the 
resources of +he State and ruining the pro­
,ducPrs of the Statco; and that is the reason 
that the State is suffering so nmch to-dav. 
(Government dis-.ent.) This position in the 
::\Torch r.'minds us that it is onP of the re,eult·. 
of sociaE'm rule and origin, and if it were 
not for other powers outside Australia-if it 
had been left to socialism, which is c-ausing 
all this dcstruction-Australia to"day would 
hJve been in the very same position as Russia 
-occupie-d by a foreign power. There is 
no getting away from that. If matt"rs had 
been left to the socialists, who are the cause 
of all this trouble, foreign troops would 
have been occupying Brisbane to-dw. (Go­
vernmcmt laughter and dissent.) I{ people 
hke yol! had your way, you wou1d not haYe 
been receiving your parliamentary salary 

to-day, nor would you have been permitted 
to be in this House, because other powers 
would have been in occupation. You would 
have hRd no power for making the speech<·~ 
,.-hidl you are making now. \Ve regret very 
much thRt people who have no control of 
things-people. perhaps, who are dependent 
upon their daily wag•cs, as thouc.ands of 
them are in the North-cannot even buy 
their food. ..'lnd >tll this waste and destruc­
tion of industry is going on for the reason 
that the Government are part and parcel, by 
as,ociation. of the men who are on strike, 
anrl they edare not lift their finger to alter 
anything at all or to get the ships unloaded. 
Now, there are other places outside thee 
North, and I can tell the Premier that, t~nless 
things al':or very quickly, the communica­
tions that are /!"Oing on between people out­
side and the men who are controlling things 
in the public service are going to canse the 
people of this State to rise up ag>tinst them, 
and :t will practically be a case of who. is 
thn otrongest. I can assure the Premrer 
that the people in this State are rising up, 
and thev are very angry with the action of 
thee public service and the men who have 
tried to seize the Government and wreck 
the indu"tries of this State. I sav that the 
peuplc arP getting angry at this starving-of 
the people. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! I ask the hon. 
rPemb2r to read the Standing Order gDvern­
ing this debate. Standing 01'der No. 135 dis­
tinctly shtes that "every member making 
or elebating- anv such motion shall confine 
himself to· the ·sin de matter in re" poet of 
which the motion ~is made." I don't want 
to contircuallv call the hon. member to or,ler, 
but I csk h1m to keep to the motion. 

:',Ir. BEBBINGTON: Thank you, Mr. 
Snc' d< . The wLole question is the shortage 
of food, and we 1o'ant to g<et at who ic. re­
sponsible for practically starving the people, 
dec troying our industries, and holding UJY 
the trade and commerce of our State, and 
,·e < ,,nnot get away from the fact that the 
pres<:n~ GO\·ernment is responsible, purely 
and 'olely, for th0 reason that they are part 
and parcci d the strikers. 

::'vir. STEVENS (Rosewnod) : I was sur­
pri,e.•d to notice that, apparently, the Pre­
mier and his followers were going to allow 
thi.> question to go to a vote without reply­
ing in any shape or form to the serious 
charges made by the hon. member for 
J\Iirani in hi:-; 1notion. I presume, ho~,vever, 
that the Premier was engaged in fr>tming 
one of his usual puerile amendments with 
which he meets am motion that comes from 
this side of the House, and that. pos3ibly. 
ac<:ounted for the fact that he did not rise 
after the motion had been ;;.econdc :l. \V ell, 
Sir, I think you will agree with me that the 
countrv bv this time has formed its own 
opinion o{ the tactic" of the Hon. the P ~·G­
mier in dealing with such que,;tions as this, 
and I think the people of this State will be 
able to draw their own concluBions in the 
matter when they see some foolish amend­
ment moved in order to draw a red herring 
across the trail. Now, I have very much 
pleasure in supporting the motion so ably 
moved bv the hon. member for Mirani, be­
cause I 'think we must all agree that thee 
most serious situation has arisen, and that 
the Government's inaction with regard to thfr 
matter is such as to call for the severest 
reprobation that can be levelled against 
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them. I think that you, Sir. representing 
a Northern constituency, must. feel that the 
inaction of the Government, and their cal­
lous indifference to the welfare of the people 
in the North particularly, and the welfare of 
the whole of Australia in general, are such 
as calls for the most severe reprobation; 
and I am sure you, ·were you in a position, 
would be only too plaased to support the 
motion of the hon. member for Mirani, 
knowing that the inaction of the Government 
ha<> caused severe distress amongst your own 
constituents. Now, the facts of the position 
are clearly that, on account of a so-called 
sympathetic strike with men in another 
State. the whole of the business of this State 
is being held up; and I am very pleased to 
notice that. "'en if our Government will not 
take the action which they should take in 
such a matter as this, the judges of the 
Arbitration Courts are taking action in such 
matters. and tnat even Mr. Justice Higgins 
has laid down the rule that he will not arbi­
trate in ce>nnection with any unions that go 
on strike. Now. there is no doubt that in 
the action which the seamen's and other 
unions have taken they are absolutely flout­
ing the law which was passed for their bene­
fit. As the hon. member for Mirani stated, 
they are enjoying the highest wages for the 
class of work in which thev are engaged of 
anyone in any country in' the world, and 
yet they deliberately hold up the commerce 
-of the State in sympathy with the matter 
with whi0h they have no personal concern. 
I have very much pleasure in supporting the 
motion, and I trust that the Premier will not 
<lea] with this question in the puerile fashion 
in which he usually does deal with such 
motions coming from this side of the House ; 
but that he will, if possible, give an ho:1est 
and straightforward reply to the motion. 

The PREMIER : He always does. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICl,;LTcRE : You are 
an o.o.Jthority on puerility. 

The PREMIER : I think that the hon. 
member for Mirani, in deciding to move this 
motion, might have adopted the ordinary 
-courteous 0 ourse which usuallv is adopted 
by notifying me of his intention to do so: 
However, his lack of courtesy in that respect 
does not prevent me from being able to 
furnish the necessarv documents from the 
.depar~ment ":hich wi1l entirely disprove the 
assertions wh10h he has made. Now, in the 
first place. this motion is confined to the 
question of the seamen's strike. 

Hon. J. TOL)1IE: :l';'o; the distress in North 
Queensland. 

The PREMIER : Arising· out of the sea­
men's strike; I am following the words of 
the motion. Now, as you are aware, Mr. 
Speaker, the award dealing with seamen is 
a Commonwealth awdrd-an award of the 
Commonwealth courtr-and is a matter en­
tirely within the jurisdiction of the Common­
wealth Government. Kotwithstandino- that 
I conceive it to be the duty of any Stat~ 
Government to do all that it can to assist in 
haying b~1siness carried on as usual; to keep 
thmgs gomg ; and as far as this Government 
has been able, we have endeavoured to do 
that. I agree with the hon. member for 
Mirani that the Commonwealth should 
·endeavour to assist the State and the State 
to assist the Commonwealth; but unfor­
t;unately, we have had a recent in;tance-a 
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most striking instance-of where the Com­
monwealth utterly failed to assist the State 
when it was only a matter of having their 
formal assent obtained to Mr. Justice 
Higgins acting m the Northern railway 
dispute. 

Mr. ::YIACAI!TNEY: Has that anything to do 
with the seamen's strike? 

The I'RKMIER : It is an answer to the 
suggestion that this State is not doing all 
that it can to have interstate trade carried 
on in a normal way. 

Hon. J. ToLii!IE: It is a case of the State 
sulking. 

The PREMIER: No, it is not a case of 
the State sulking. Before I sit down I will 
be able to show vou that we have done all 
we could ; everything has been done in order 
to relieve any distress which may at. present 
exist in North Queensland, or whwh was 
threatened in North Queensland. The hon. 

member has referred to the fact 
[4.30 p.m.] that there are a large number 

of steamers in Brisbane which 
are hung up becau-le of the strike. Now, it 
mav be of some information to hon. members 
to ·know that these ships can be loaded by 
men and manned 'vith crcv"s, every one of 
them, to take provisions to North Queens­
bud, but the shipping companies re~use to 
allow these ships to be moved from Bnsbane. 

GOVERNMENT ::\fEMBERS: Hear. hear ! 

The PREMIER: That is something the 
public are not aware of. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: Can they get freight back? 

Th~ PREMIER: We know that they oan 
g-et freight Pack to Brisbane. There is no 
difficultv about that. I think I can guaran­
tee that they will ll'et freight through to 
Brisbane. but the shipping companiec refuse 
to let their steamers go. 

Hon. \V. D .. \R1iSTRONG : They only want 
you to guarantee it. 

The PR Ei\fiRR : It ha" been su,<rr:;-estE'd by 
hon. members that the trouble is due to the 
waterside worke;~'. It is not due to the 
waterilide worker~ at all, because they are 
prepared to load the shins. It is dnc to the 
action of the 8hipping companies. Why was 
it that there was no ship sent to relieve the 
people who required food in the GuF ports? 

Mr. CORSER: Because you did not send any. 

The PREMIER: It was not within our 
power to send any ships. \Vhen we made 
representations to the shipping companics, 
the Australasian United SteRm Navigati(>n 
ComiJany agrec,.d to despatch the "Wodonga." 

Hon. ,J. TOL}TTE: Who did it? Who des­
patched tlw "\Vodonga"? 

The PRI~MIER: This Government made 
repre.;entations to the Australasian United 
Steam Navigation Company's head office in 
Brisbane nnr! thcv a,<rroed to do it. (Hear, 
hear!) That is for the information of the 
leader of the Opposition. The office in Mel­
bom·ne was informed of the arrangement that 
was made'. and thev then informed me of the 
arrang-enHmts which I myself had made with 
the shipping company here. 

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Thi' PREMIER: The Australasian Unite·d 
Stea:o1 Navigation Company agreed to send 
the "Woclonga" to the Gulf ports if men 
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were provided for loading, and if a crew were 
also provided. There was no difficulty what­
ever in providing men to load the boat . or 
jn providing a crev\-', because the water~1de 
workerc and the seamen have always been, 
and still are, pr< pared to load and man 
ships from Brisbane to Korth Quee~sland, 
but the shipping companies are refusmg to 
send anv steamers to North Queensland at 
all. " 

Mr. MACARTNEY: They do what they like, 
and no more. 

'The PREMIER: I am glad to have the 
opportunity this afternoon, in consequence 
of the motion moved by the hon. member 
for Mirani, of explaining what the real 
position is with regard to the lack of pro­
visions in North Queendand. The speaker, 
in supporting his motion, dealt with three 
specific aspects of the matter. He dealt with 
the shortage of food eupplies, he dealt with 
the supply of bags in some of the mills in 
the Macka v district, and also with the ques­
tion of ad;•ances against the sugar held in 
store in North Quecm1and. I propose to deal 
with these three things separately. With 
regard to the question of food supply, I say 
that the short supply at Mackay is due to the 
fact that the ohipping companies failed to 
send their ships there in the ordinary way. 
That mav be on account of the strike there, 
or on account of being unable to get return 
freight. 'I'he question of the strike of the 
seamen is a question for the Commonwealth 
GoYernment and not for this Government. 
c\e soon a' I was apprised of the situation at 
Macka.v by the hon. mc,nber for Mackay 
(::iJr. Forgan Smith), and subsequently by 
the hon. membE'r for Mirani (:\1r. Swayne), 
and the Hon. T. C. Bcirne, I immediately 
took steps to sec what the Government might 
do with its own steamers in order to send 
supplies there. A sufl"gestion was made from 
Mackay that the little steamnr " Relief," 
which was at Mackay, should be sent to 
Rockhampton in order to take provisions 
from there. but I suggECstcd. through thE' 
harbour macter. that it would be more advis­
able to sr>nd the "Llew,J]Yn," whi<h is at 
Rockhampton, and which can be decpatched 
at a 1noment's notiC'e. r_rhis afternoon I read 
in the House a telegram which ::Wr. Forgan 
Smith received from the mayor of Mackay. 
thanking me for the offer which had been 
marlc> with regard to the supplies from Rock­
hampton, and intimating that two boats 
would arrive from Townsvill' to-morrow and 
would relieve the position somewhat. So far 
as that is concerned the Government did all 
\bat they could. The Government were pre­
pared to make the Govm·nment's steamers 
either at l\IackaY or Rockhampton availab'e 
for the carrying of provisions. ::'\ow, with 
regard to !hr quection of bafl"S. As you are 
avvarP. l\fr. SpPnker, an arran~ement with 
regard to the supply of ba.c;s for sugar and 
for the purno- e of t 1king sugar from the 
mills is in the hands either of the Common­
wealth Govm·nmcnt or the Colonial Sugar 
Refining Compan.) under th~ir agreement 

ith the Commomvculth Government. It 
a! "0 is not a matter for the State. Although 
it is entirelv a mn tter for the Commonwealth 
Government or th<c Colonial Sug-ar Refining 
Cnmnany under th0ir r:grP0~1"~mt. long ago 
this GovGrnment anticip"ted that there migbt 
be some trouhle with rPgard to bags. .As far 
hc.ek as May ]Rst. we c lmmunicated with the 
Commonwealth Go 1 ernment to the effect that 
iE was necc,_\;:;ar~~ to n1:: ke arrangements for 
the wpply of bags in ::'\orth Queensland, even 

before the sugar agi·cement. was finalised. 
Two or three days ago I rece!ved a telegr~m 
from Mr. \Vatt, the secretary of the Manan 
:\1ill, telling- me of the shortage of bags. 

Hon. J. ToLMIE: Did you anticipate this 
trouble whc·n vou asked the Commonwealth 
Government to" make this arrangement about 
the bags? 

The PREMIER : In May last we antici­
pated that it would be necessary for the 
Commonwealth Governmep.t to see t~at 
either they-or the Colonial Sugar Refinmg 
Company, with whom they m~de an agree­
ment--supplied sacks for talnng· away the 
sugar, even before the agreement was 
finalised for taking over the crop. vVe drew 
their attention to it as far back as May of 
this year. 

Hon. J. ToL~IIE: You did not answer my 
question. Did you :mticipato this trouble 
then? 

The PREJHIER : I am not a prophet, b~t 
if it had been my duty, or the duty of this. 
Government to see that bags were supplied, 
we would have s<'en there was no difficulty 
with regard to Xorth Queensland. (Hear, 
hear!) I say that. to-day. if th<:re are shi.ps 
'"iling the waterside workers will load them 
and the seamen are willing to man them. 
The,- ar" willing to load bags _on to . these 
ships and send them to Macka;y unmediately 
to relieve the situation. 

GOVERX~!E:<:T ::\fEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Hon. J. ToL~IIE : That showR the bags are 
coming for" ard m the usual business. 
channels. 

The PREMIER : If there is a shortage of 
bags at the :Marian Mill. someon<, is I:espo';'­
sible. and the per ·on who I' responsible IS 
' ither the Commonwealth Government or 
the com·panv upon whom the responsibility 
clc,·oh-cs of "supplying th'''e bags. However, 
it did not devolve upon this Government to 
do it, but we >YNe quite prepared to ~o. :tll 
w<: could, whrthrr it was our rcsponsibihty 
or not, to facilitate the sup~ly of bag~ to t_hat 
uill. I haYe taken steps m that directwn. 
I receivE'd the following telegram from Mr. 
\Yatt. secretarv of the Marian MilL dated 
8th September·,-

" :\Iarian :\Iill out of sugar sacks. 
'\'oPe procurable in Queensland. Will 
have to cloo0 down five days frorr. dat~. 
r rge you en den, vour to arrange transit 
of ~,,,cks from S;,-dne·:· to Gladstone· 
prpvent wholesale uncmploymen~ of men 
n.nd serious los·~ to farmers during most 
'profitable month year. All mills district 
similarly affected. 

' " S. \V.\TT, 
" Secretary." 

I imn1t_<.::li[ltelv trlt~raphed to the Prime 
~Jinist.cr o£ the Commonwealth as follows:-

"I '"'' in re .,eipt of following teleg-ram 
from \Yatts, secretary of Marian Mill 
at :\1ackay :-

::\1arian :\fill out of sugar sacks. None 
procurable in Quecn,land. \Vill have to 
close down five daYs from date. Urge 
vou endeavour to~ arrange tran"'it of 
~acks from Svdney to Gladstone pre­
nnt ,, hoie-,alc unemployment of men 
anr~ serious loss to farmers during n1ost 
profitable month year All mills dis­
trict similarly affected. 

Hon. T. J. Ryan.J 
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" I wish to draw your attention to that 
portion of my telegram to you of 9th 
M a v last, which refers to the supply of 
bag"s, viz.-

As season 1s commencing it is 
imperative that sacks be delivered 
forthwith to mills. Refiners should 
arrange this pending settlement of 
agreement. 
" Strongly urge you to take steps to 

relieve situation ro bags. I sec nothing 
to prevent carriage of bags by rail from 
Sydney to Gladstone or Port· Alma. Mr. 
Forgan Smith, M.L.A. for Mackay, im­
press<>~ me that unless you arrange for 
providing of bags it will lead to serious 
losses to sugar-growers. 

"RYAN, 
"Premier." 

I also sent the following telegram to Mr. 
Watt, 'ecretary Marian Mill, Mackay :-

"Your telegram received. 11r. Forgan 
Smith, M.L.A., has also represented to 
me this and other matters re sugar 
situation at Mackay. I am communi­
cating immediately with Prime Minister 
of Conimonwealth on matter and urging 
prompt action. I see no reason why bags 
should not be railed from Sydney to 
Gladstonc· or Port Alma. 

"RYAN, 

''Premier.'' 
Hon. J. ToL:rm: Were the "acks supplied 

after your telegram of 9th May? 

The PHE::\IIF:R : The sacks came all right, 
but I would like the Mackay sugar-growers 
to lmCJw that rs far back as 9th May I drew 
the attention of the Prime Minister to the 
fact that saclu must be provided, and the 
languftge is clear and canr1ot be misunder­
'tood-" It is imperative that sacks be 
deli>ered forth,•:ith to mills." I did all I 
could in guaranteeing that, so far as Queens­
land was eoncerned, we \voul d see I hat the 
bagc "ere carried from W allangarra to 
either Gladstone or Port ~l..lma. Indeed, we 
''··ere prepared to put on a special train. I 
wns ~Yilling-, as 2\Ir. Sw::1yno kno\YS, to make 
arram ements 1. ith the :'\ ew South \V ales 
·Gove1:nn1ent -to end ea vonr to mn. ke arrange­
n'c•nts to run a qpecial train from Sydney 
direct to Gladstono carrying these bags. 
(IIcr,r, hear!) 1\Ir. Swayno did not refer 
f" that this afternoon, although he was 
informed a couple of davs ago. He con­
veniently suppreesed that. 

Mr. p,,Y:>;E: Ho chould have referred to 
it, if only for fair play. 

The PRE11IER : That is the situation 
with regard to the bags. I think I have 
made it perfectly dear that the responsi­
bility v. as not upon this Government. but 
11 as equally upon the Colonial Sugo,r R3fining 
Comparr,: and the Commonwealth Govern­
ment. Immc·diatelv I received word of the 
situation, I took all the steps to relieve it. 

V\~~;.h rp2,·::~.rd to th8 quc,tion of arlvallcBs 
on the stocks of sugar which are being 
held at :\[ae1.my in consequence of the lack 
of shipping to take it South, I might sav 
that I was in Mackay in June last. ' 

Mr. SwAYNE: Why have not the ships been 
able to tab' it away? Whv is there a lack of 
shipping? , 

The PREMIER: Because the Common­
wealth Government are unable to arrange 

[Hon. T. J. Ryan. 

the matter, apparently. (Hear, hear !) I 
am able to guarantee that the waterside 
workers and seamen will take the steamers 
from Brisbane to the North and back to 
Brisbane again. 

::\Ir. SWAYNE: But they will not take them 
to Sydney. 

The PREMIER: I will guarantee that the 
intputate trade from Brisbane north and 
b,.ck to Br:sbano will bo carried on. When 
it gon outside that, it is then within the 
province of the Commonwealth Government. 
When I was in :Mackay in June last, a depu­
,tation wait.ed upd,n me with r·egard to 
obtaining advances on sugar before it was 

'• ipped. Without waiting, I there and then 
telegraphed to the Prime Minister from 
Mackay on 27th J uno-

" Deputation of sugar manufacturers 
:'-Tack ay urge speedy completion of 
arrangement to ship raw sugar from 
Mackay. They al"o urge that advances 
be made against sugar stored in mills 
and in shipping sheds, position is very 
ecute. I strongly urge you see to their 
request.'' 

I did not get any reply to that. 
Hon. J. ToL:llTE: Because it was a matter 

for the Shte. 

The PREMIER: No, not bec,mse it "as a 
matter for the State, bec<1use the Prime 
Minister of the Commonwealth has since 
done it. I mentioned a telegram this after­
noon, in reply to a question by l\llr. Forgan 
Smith, in ,,.hich the Prime Minister stated 
that he had arranged with the Colonial Sugar 
Refining Company to 1nako certain advances. 
TheY may not be the fuil a·dvances that are 
dc:·ired by the sugar-growers. I am unable 
to a3ccrtain that from the text of his tele­
gram, but one thing is certain, and that is, 
that in pursuance of my reprc~entation somp 
artange~..:-~~,nt was rnade with regard to 
advanc· s in respect of sugar held in those 
Northern ports. I wired Mr. Hughes again 
on 6th September, as follows:-

" Q,ving suspension interst\1tc shipping, 
seveml mills unable to ship raw sugar 
and obtain pnyment for same, bankers in 
so11Je instances declining to give necessary 
accommodation to enable mills to con­
tinue crushing o~Jerations and to pPv for 
rane and \Yages : strong}:/ urge ;:ou to 
consider e.dvi:,ability of n1aking su~cient 
ach·anc•, ar"inst sugar stor<>d at m1lls to 
en' h}e crushing to be continued." 

Then I rcceive·<l the telegram from the 
Prime :Yiinister which I read out this after­
noon. 111 reply to Mr. Forgan Smith, 
11U!ll0ly-

" Ycur telegram sixth. Have arranged 
,., ith Colonial Sugar Refining Company 
n tke adYances a g-ain, t sugar prior to 
-bipmPnt so -Us to give necessary acc.om­
mnd "tion t.J Pnable millers to oontmue 

<>' ushing Dp0rations and to pay for c~ne 
and ·wagT' '' 

I have now dealt with the three issues that 
have been raised bv the hon. member for 
Mirani, and I haYe: I think, '·•hown cle.arly 
that, as fm- as this Government are con­
cerned. thev h J .. ve done all that they possibly 
could do, ~nrl that they are doing all. tha~ 
thov can do. The hon. member for M1ranr 
has- brought up this motion to endeavour to 
gain poliliool capital. (Government cheers.) 
I am satisfied that when the people in North 
Queensland read the full statement of the 
ease they will see how hollow are the preten-
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~ion.; of the hon. member for Mirani. He is 
too late again. After the Xorthern railway 
strike the Opposition moved a vote of want 
of confidence in the Government. After the 
interstate traffic had been restore-d. the leader 
<:>f the Opposition held a meeting at Too­
•voomba tn formulate an ultimatum to this 
Govflrnnwnt that if thov did not do a certain 
thing by the 6th Septe1~1ber he would wire to 
:11r. II uglw~. The interstate traffic had been 
resumed two dO.}ti before that meeting was 
held. 

)Jr. :S:BBIXGTOl\: X othing vas done until 
that meeting was advertised. 

The PRE:\IIER: A meeting was hold at 
'\Y-1rwick the other night, when certain 
thinp-s were threatened with reg-ard to the 
interstate trade five davs after that trade had 
'1cen resumed. (Government cheers.) To-day 
tl e hon. m0mber for Mirani move' the 
adjournment cf the IIouse to consider a 
matt<'r that T have .alreadT dealt with­
(Governmcnt cheers)-and .after the ma~:or of 
lV1ackay ha~ a•:surEd nw that the people there 
are pleased with our offer. 

I-I on. J. ToL~IIE: 2\Jo; he sa'S the position 
is somewhat relieved. 

The PREMIER : The position is relieved 
as far as this Government can relieve it. In 
nrder to secure further relief it will be necec­
sary for the shipping· comp.anies to discon­
tinue the Ioc!cout, lJecause it is no more nor 
kss than a lockout which is .roin~r on in 
Brisbane at the present time 'vith regard to 
the trade between this port and the Xorthern 
ports of Queensland. 

Hon. J. ToL~IIE: \Vh.at were the two crews 
called out for yesterday if there is a lock­
DUi? 

The PREMIER: Now, I invite the atten­
tion of the people of Queensland to the 
inactivity of hon. mt·mbcrs opnosite and 
their fri,,nd' in the South. Can an> tele~rram 
h0 produc0d that has passed bf'!•' een the 
Oppo-.ition or the hon. member for 1\Ii"ani 
and the Commonwealth Gov<'rnmcnt. asking 
them to take stf'ps to relieve the situation? 
The relief i in the hands of the C'lmmon­
Vo'ealth Go.-ernment, and it is their duh to 
relieve the situation. I challeng-e hon. mem­
bers opposit~ to shovl a ~"ingle co1nmunication 
between them and the Commonwe"lth Go­
Yemment in which th<'v ask the Common­
wealth Government to d;, th<'ir dutv. On the 
other hand. I have produced telei(r<lms show­
ing that on e\~erv occasion I irnmediatelv 
reminded the Com.monw c·ulth Government of 
what their dutv ,,,·as, and offered them >\hat 
1."~iFt'!TIC'e I co~uld \t ith a Yi£>1",~ tD brinrring­
nbout a ~olution of the difficultv. ·Can mem­
lonrs oppc.c·itc refer to Federal " Hansard" 
an~! show that Senator Reid, or Senator Foll, 
or Sena t"r Cr:, wford, or that I\ir. Bamford, 
::Yl.II.R.. ,. :ked the Federal GovcrnmPnt to 
do their dnt:· towards North Queenslan-d? 
These are the ~l1ing;, that the rJeople want to 
\V :kP up to: they -.cant to realise that the 
people 'vho are failing to stir up the Com­
monv:ealth Gm·ernment are their friends who 
re:,n·sent them in the Fodf'ral Parliament, 
and who, having failed in their duty in the 
'Commonwealth Parliament, g-et their friends 
in this House to bring it bofor<' the Assembly 
and to sn~rgest that it is the State Govern­
ment of Qne:msland who are to bl1.me. Thi' 
thing i:, developing into an absolute farce. 
and I would advise hon. memb<'rs onnosito 
not to be so rea-dy in t.akini( the ad vice of 
their friends outside who are runnin!! their 

campaign for them. \Ve know that the Oppo­
sition are being told that they ·do not fight 
enough, and that they are too slow. They 
have had their chief sitting- out in the lobby 
and giving thei1l direction< in this matter-­
directions that every member should say a few 
~;·ords. And we had the spectacle of members 
standing up on the opposite side of the House 
-and certainly you, Sir, v-ere very indulgent 
to them, and allowed ihem a verv large lati­
tude, which I do not complain of, as it is a 
case of giving them rope enough to hang 
themselves-and making speeches without 
really discussing the question under con­
sideration. The hon. member for Albert said 
practical!:"' nothing about the case. I huve 
put the position fully as far as it bears on 
the situation in the North, and I think I 
have succeeded in exposing the folly and 
ineptitude of the attack made bv the hon. 
member for Mirani, (Government cheers.) 

Mr. FORSYTH (M'urrumba): This is not 
a political <JUestion. What Wf' want to do is 
to help the people in the Xorth. It is a 
question of doing- something- to help those 
p00ple to deal with their sugar production. 
According to the Premier, we cannot get food 
there now because there is no shhmin~r. That 
being so. the hon. g-entleman should 
endeavour to get the wharf l<1bourers to load 
supplies and crews to man the vessols. We 
have not got sugar-bags here: they are not 
in Brisbane: <:tnd all the talk of the hon. 
gentlt·man on that particular aspect of the 
question is so mueq froth. 

The PRE:YIIER : Whv arc thev not in Bris­
bane? That is not rr1;· fault. ' 

Mr. FORSYTH: I do not sav it is the 
hon. gentleman's fault, but I say that the 
suggestion ;ras n1adP bv Mr. V\Tatts, of 
:Ylackay, that if you could not get men to 
load a steamer you might bring the bags 
from Svdnev b' train. 

The PRKI!.IER ·, I have offered. to do that. 

Mr. FORSYTII : Then whv don't vou do 
it? If the hon. g3ntlcm<1n can get the bag-s 
from SydneY, whY dm'l he not do eo? I do 
not car~ who gets the credit in the matter. 

The PREMrER: I have offPrPd to have them 
brought by train from Sydney. 

Mr. FORSYTH : It is no use nrom1sl11!! 
bags unlc, s you get then1. ThcrP is a large 
quantit:· of sug-ar lying in the sheds in ~he 
="Jorth. and unless ves els can be got to brmg 
that ... ugar from Mackay and Bowcn the 
present conge·,tion in the business will con­
tinuP. The hon. gentleman knowe as well as 
I do th<tt the workers at ::Ylackav and Dowen 
will not load sugar for the South. 

2\lr. ScviiTH: They will. 
:\fr. FORSYTI-I : They 1vill not 
::\1r. S'UTH: They will for South Queens­

la"d. 
:VIr. FORSYTH : They will take goods 

from Brisbane to the North, but the,~ will 
nor being back sugar which is going to 
Sydney. That is no good. A ship will go up 
there ith a general ce1rgo, but the men will 
not take sugar from Bowen or Mackay and 
bring it to Bri·-bane if it is to be sent on to 
S:-~dncy. Unless you can relieve the conges­
tion at the sugar-mills, where there <1re huge 
stocks of sugar, you will not deal with this 
difficulty in a satisfectory way, and in ord· r 
to relieve that congestion it is nece"-,sary to 
supplv the millers '"ith bags. What we have 
to consider is how we can heln those neonle 

Mr. Forsyth.] 
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in their difficulties. They want the Govern­
ment to takB a hand and see the thing 
thron,-h. I am not going to say whether Mr. 
Hughcs, or Mr. Ryan, or anybody else is to 
blame, but I say that this congestion should 
be relieved. ThP steamers will not handle 
the stuff, antl the wharf labourers will not 
lo:td it because the·.· sav that free labour is 
emplo:wd on the ,\·har;es down South. If 
the Premi0r will ~ee that the suO"ar is 
broug-ht from Bowen and 1'Iackay to Bris­
bane, he will have done his dutv. To t<1ke 
the suprr be;- ond Brisbane is beyond his 
jurisdiction. The hon. gentleman blames the 
shipping companies for not taking the sugar 
r;hen he knows quite >vel! that if a vessel 
Lk<'s cargo to the ::';"orthern ports she will 
hctvc to tome back empty. 
Th~ PRE:.IIIER: No: I do not know that 

they will hare to come down empty. 

Mr. FORSYTH : What cargo would the 
shipping companies get from Bowen and 
Mackay? They will get a little fruit from 
Bowen, but the bulk of the cargo that they 
get from Mackay is sugar. 

Mr. S2l-IITH.: You agree that this Govern­
•'rent have no jurisdiction outside our own 
St .,te. 

Mr. FOHSYTH: If they have no jurisdic­
tion on the matter, why do they not try to 
get the wharf labourers to load the sugar 
and the sBamen to man the vessels to take it 
a way? If they did that the congestion would 
be ,ione awav with. But the Premier will 
not .do that. , If the hon. gentleman wants 
to ·do anything--

The l'RE11IER: If Mr. Hughes will leave 
it, to me to deal with, I will settle it in 
forty·cight hour~. 

::\Ir. FORSYTH: What wf' want to do now 
is to r~liPve the congestion and help those 
people i_l their trouble, and you cannot 
relievE:' the congeqtion unlc's you takE: that 
oUghr from Bowen and Mackay. 

~Ir. S"liiTH: Do you object to my making 
repr,"·,enhtions to the Premier? 

:\h. FORSYTH : \Yhv does not the hen. 
memb~r get the seamen "and wharf labourers 
at 1\fackay to handle that ,,ugar and enable 
it to be taken ,down South? Will he do that? 

He is not game to do it, because 
[5 p.m.] he know9 that when it comes to 

relieving the congestion and 
bring·ing the sugar from there the men won't 
huxlle it. I told the ha'>. gentleman that 
I got that reply. to the effect that the men 
will not touch the .mgar. 

Tlw PRE"li!ER: That is not my fault. 

)cr. FORSYTH: I do not say that it 
i·-· tlw Jr,m. g-nntleman's fault. If he has got 
anv innuenre with the -:-:harf labourers and 
,Yiih thr Sf'?mcn's TTnjon, '7\"'hy did he not 
get these 1nen to relioyc the conge:.tion? 

Tlw l'RIT1!IER: \Yho said I was not trying 
to ,cJo that? 

Mr. FORSYTH: I have not the slightest 
doubt th~t the hon. gentleman is tr" ing to 
do it. \\"ill !he hon. gentleman try to get 
the wloal'f labourers to load that sugar at, 
::\Iackav. ,md will he tr:· to get the seamen 
to handle it on .the ship 1 

The PRE:\liER : I usually do things, and 
then announce that they are done. 

Mr. FORSYTH : If the hen. gentleman 
does .\::at he ]i do some good. The hon. 

[:Mr. Forsyth. 

gentleman knows that these men want some 
relief. But with all the big talk of the hen. 
gentleman and his loud voice, he practically 
has not touched the point at issue-that is, 
to try and get away that sugar from the 
North. He must try and get the sugar out 
of the road. 

The PRE11IER: "Will vou sav that this Go­
vernment is to blame foi· th~ situation? 

Mr. FORSYTH: I am not saving thac 
the hon. gentleman is to blame for the situa­
tion. 

'I' he PREMIER : Why this motion"? 

Mr. FORSYTH: What I say i' that you 
should tq to scire the situation. 

The PRE:\!IER : The place for c·ou to see me 
is in the cffico. You should not take action 
by motion in the House. 

Mr. FORSYTH : If the hon. gentleman 
can get the men to load that sugar, thou­
sanr!s of tons will be taken away during the 
next week and the congestion will be re­
lieved, and he will do some good. The hon. 
gentleman knows that the wharf labourers 
and the seamen have broken their award. 
The shipping trade of the country is in a 
terrible state. This condition not only ap· 
plies to 1\iacka:v. I have wires from Cairns 
showing that the same conditions applr to 
that port. They are in want of the neces­
saries of life, but they cannot get ressels to 
go there. The point is this : vou ea nnot get 
the'e VE'SSels to go up the coast if they are 
to come back empty, as it does not pay the 
shipping companies to send th<>m. They ('an­
not increase the rates, as they are bound 
under thPir agr.0ement with the Federal Go­
vernment. Therefore, if a re,sel goes up 
with supplies for ::'v1ackay an·J Bowen. and 
has to come back empty, it ~irnpl~,. 1neans 
that it ill run at a heavv locs. The hon. 
gentleman referred to the "'1\-nionga."' She 
wa• a full ship going up to the Gulf ports, 
and <'onld have taken 100 tons more if she 
had had the room, yet, although that ,hip 
leaves Brisbane full, if she comes back to 
Brisbane empty there will be a heavy loss. 
It is all right to say we will get the seamen 
and · 'lurf labourers to work. but the men 
say they will only handle the goods they 
want to handle. Unless you can get the 
men to agree to abide by the awar,d and to 
h.'ndle the cargo at any port where the,.e 
ship.s go to, you cannot expect the shipping 
comp,mies to run the ships. If you can get 
a little ve' ,el to do it it will be all right, 
but if you want to relieve the congestion 
'.drich exi;;ts at the present time. you c.hould 
endeavour to get both the seamen ancl the 
wharf laboureL·s to handle sugar at }fackay 
and Bowen, so that it can be taken do 'In 
South, where it is wanted. So far, the 
Premier h''" talkPd a great deal. but he has 
nr- t done Yory much yet. 

Mr. CORSER (Burnett): In dealing- with 
lhe motion for adjournment, I would like to 
reply to ono statement of the Premier; that 
is, that the shipping companies "ere respon­
sible for the fact that boats are not leaving 
ports to.day. If the Premier con·3ientiously 
makes that statement, he. in effort, sa,·s that 
he is not prepared to abide by an arbitration 
award, beca.use the wharf lumpen and the 
seamen who are manning the bents which 

re idlo to-day are responsible for breaking 
an award-an agreement which they made 
with the Federal Arbitration Court. Those· 



Jlotion fur [ll SEPTE}IBER.] Adjournment. 1041 

n:u'n broke the agreement, and now \vant to 
go L ;ck without vbscrving the conditions to 
which thn:c •vore bound. They lutve appealed 
to the cnrnpanic··, and said they would go 
Lack to their bod,. The Premier may be 
right in c-tying that these men arc prepared 
to so back ' ad man 'hc•ir brmts, but tl' ey 
wa.nt to inh'l'h~·c the eonditiono under which 
tc ·':>' prc viously agTcccl to work the boats. 
rrhcy j;-''Ill~d on unde-r tlw- ..:\rbitr _-tion rourt 
award. and agreed that in thn ca,:e of going 
on ~-trikc 1 'Y should loP<~ ally right to the 
wage, ac:•ruing t.J th··m. Thf·~e 1nen left 
the be ,md ,,ent on :,tt·ike and thu•. broke 
their ew.,rd, r ·1cl the·· hnn•, thcrefor ', lost 
all r;ght tu c ny ,. r:uc to them. T''e 
:Pr01 1: d:1i1ns althcugh the shipping 
' J~'1pan:_, ,·r1 carr:r·ing out the ten 1s of the 
;•, rt'cLlent under the ay ard they are '-Yrong. 
fJ_'hnt cnmc3 vcr'Y well frou1 a FrPrnier who 
1~, L. dinr-· n G~overlliTlf'-lt ' hi eh claitnH to 
b:-EcY ,· in Ul'hitration. C8.11 the Premier 
donv that thLHe men h'ave broken the arbitra­
tio,; "''' ard? Can he denv the fnct that the 
ehi'pping companies :'re ~bserving faithfully 
the a word? They have not broken the 
ClWard. and are determined that they are 
not gain~ to b1'oak it. The workmen have 
broken the award, but the Premier tries to 
'"" \•c the country believe that it is the ship­
ping companiPs that are to blame. Even 
L-day the shippin;; cornpa.ni'os endeavoured 
h ~·et the shame:· "Chillagoe " to take 
c'lrbo rrv.-'1~- South, but tlH'Y could not get 
the crow or men to load her. In the face of 
that how is it pc>Ssiblo for the Premier to 
tWr- ist in SC<ving that the shipping cmnpanios 
aro n pol-,jbJc fer the prcent state of 
affairs? 

'The PI!E:.\IIER: I {·xpr€'ssed no opinion as 
L~.r a~ intcl··tate trafFtc is concerned. J\s 
far c I h ,ye br ·n told it is normal on the 
r:tihvay· .. 

?.Ir. COn ':oER: Ye-, be:· a use you hnve been 
com)wl!.-d to do ·'" by throats. (Government 
la·q;htor.) The Premier cannot but admit 
t:1at th~"j i-: thG state of affnirs \Vhich exi~ts 
on cuL cost to-day. and that the shipping 
cocqJanies are carrying out the awards of the 
e 1un. If the dircetors cf the shipping com­
panies were not carryi'ng out the a\\ ard the 
Premier '' mld be very pleased to explain 
what he '"'' going to do to them, or advise 
the Fcdortil Court to do to them. Ho would 
h •n· nu~h it cku to the country just where 
the.::.e pt oplc \YC'l'O vvror:g. But they a.rc 
C 1 rrying cut the a\Y;lrd, :tnd th0y are going 
to insi~t on ct1rryiPv it out, and that the 
1'!l:1 go l-~-lck under the n?"l'~'einent. and that 
they 1 1USt lo:"e f'O-l'lC privileges by breaking 
the agrc'ement. If the Premier is going to 
hack up the men in breaking agreements I 
do not know what good his pledges arc to 
th" comJh"- <'ithe1· at election time or anv 
other ti'm0. The Premier !et loose n lot of 
blank cartridge•· a'1d fired all over the plae ~; 
he usc'cl cvcrv little we >non it ';as possible 
to me in tr:-'ing to :'Oint out, not that the 
Govc'rnmcn' had clrm<' ih dutv, but that the 
Or jJosition were late in doin~ their duty. The 
Oppcsition ha•· g-iven the Govf'rnmcnt ever:>' 
opportunitv to deal ,-ith industrial troubles 
in the St •to. and nnfortun'ltelv, the Govt'rn· 
mPnt have abu•cd the dand "-hich tho Opno­
sition h<>s hkon up. with th0 result tbot 
Queenslanrl has hnen. discredited industrially 
amo>'gst the Sbtos of the Commonwealth 
which ar<' holding np constitutionnl govern­
ment to-day and carrying produce to people 
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and thl' wiycs of absent soldi'ers in their 
~\ · .-,tes. despite the opposition of fl: section 
of iildustrial workerc. The trouble m North 
Quc'"nsland to-day is dn0. to the fact that 
during the railwav strike there the State 
Gc,yc,~·c:ncnt took ~o action to supply food 
to the peoplo WC"~ of the cc Lstlinc, in con­
o""w ace of which ome d the people are a.t. 
th;A poi:1t of st~::'vation. 

'The SPE \KER: Order! The hon. mem­
ber ;,. getting away from the que,tion before 
the Home. 

-~~Ir. COR.SER: I ,T·as repl:ving to thn Pre­
miPr. l think it will be ac-reed that the 
hon. - '"1tleman firPd all round the country. 
E e looked in all direct:ord to try and con­
fuse tho i'sue at 'take. He knov s that his 
Gon;rnnwnt i'.c guilt>- of ta.ki:r;~ ro hand in 
tr:iincr to better the conchtlc;ns of the 
Nm·thcrn people who ar~ suffc;:mg thr~~1gh 
the atternpts of the Prcm~er '? sn1oog_:e to 
.:, e,ection of the comnmmty mstead ;:± eon­
'idering the gr<'nt ruaiority o£ the people and 
doinc; what is riv,ht. The Governmod should 
do what i's right for the, people genora.lly, 
but he has not looked in that direction; ho 
ha" acted on the assumption that he must 
not offend his politic·al friends, no matter 
,ihat the gTeat majority of the people of 
t!~c St , tc 1nay suffer as a consequence. 

Mr. PETETI"ON' You wan'·cd to '2E' the 
"trike mrcad like it did in ::'i'cw South 
\Vales, di'dn't you? 

'\Ir. :\IACART'\"EY (To~wong): As an 
ordin.'rv member of this House, I think it 
J.; verv ~ 0xtraordinary that members repre­
-"nting Northern parts cf Quecnslarxl ~re 
·"-' e dlous to the condition of thing-s existing 
nn thde that thev do not raiee their voices 
~Ji ~ug-ge~ting ~om'e re1nedy, or in suggesting 
tloat tho (io·. crnment should take ,,,ome action 
nt a.nv rate., to endeavour to reli<>Ye that 
partic;llar di<tre~s. (Hear, hear 1) \Vc have 
tlw Treasurer rcprC'·Pnting a Xorthern 
eonstituenc•·; Wf' h ,ve the :\finister for .\gri­
cPJturC' rcpfcsPntin~ a ~orthcrn con~tituency; 
and th•r0 are a number of other hqn. 
n mbers "·ho arc tnkic1g no interest in this 
verv 'erinus busine<•· that affects ~ orth 
Queensland. Well, ' ho"wr is to ble.tne, the 
]}on. m cm bcr for :\fir ani has done a servic.-, 
in nliing- speeifiort!lv the attention of the 
count17 to the p0sition of things in X orth 
Qtwensland and i" calling attention to the 
het that the Government are so npathetie 
in that direction that they are not prepared 
to do their br-<t to relieve the people in the 
:--; orth: ber,nlSc that is the position. 

The TREA8rrmn: You have not made our-
8clf familiar ',,-ith it. 

Mr. MACART)[EY: Hon. gentlem<>n on 
the othc>r side must admit thnt thev are 
direetlv a !lied with the men who are caming 
the tronblc in North Queensland to-day; 
thev must admit that thev hnve sympathy 
with them; and the·,, must also admit th'lt 
bv reo<'on of their conneetion and sympathv 
they are unnble to do that which tlwc ouv,ht 
to do-to endeavour to recti£:, the conditions 
existing; that is to sa:v, thev are unfit to 
}>old the responsibility which is theirs as the 
Government of Queensland. So closelv allied 
a re they ,.-ith the defaulting people that 
tho'· are unable to stretch out their hands 
in tho interests of the general public. It is 
t;m,-. the interests of the general public. as 
distinguiehed from the interests of any 

Mr. .ivf acartney. J 
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particular class, should receive some notice. 
The general interest seems to me on most 
occasion~ .to be sunk while these class 
interests are at stake. Now, it is only the 
other f}ay that the Premier was struggling 
i:1 the paper to obtain credit for having 
sent the "Wodonga" North in relief of a con­
dition caused by another strike. The question 
was whether h" or the Prime Minister of 
the Commonwealth succeeded in sending 
the "\\-odonga" along. The hon. gentleman 
spread himself in order to show that his 
was the relieving hand. If his was the 
relieving hand on that occasion, why is his 
not the relieving hand now? Not onlv is 
there a want of the necessaries of life in' the 
North, but what is a greater want still is 
t~e abi!.ity to get away tll<· products of the 
C\or~h m order that the growers might 
recPlVe that remuneration which is necessary 
to enable them to pay the wage-earner and 
provide the neco2"'lri~s nf life The i10<l. 
g~ntleman says "Yes, the wharf lumpers are 
w1llmg to load the sh1p for the -:\ orth and 
the seamen arp prepared to work the. ship 
North." He goes as far as sa:.·ing thnt they 
would be prepared to carry returned cargo. 
But the hon. gentleman does not say that 
returned cargo could be obtained to o-o 
further south than Brisbane. He kno~vs 
pPrfectly well in connection wit.h the strike 
that exist• to-day that the seamen would 
not carry the sugar further south than Bri .. 
bane, and he ,'ncltof1H•m·s, in what I '"ight 
tcrrn a contcmpt.1ble, rn• an sort of frts.hion 
to fix some of their respon,,iLilities upon th~ 
shipping compfmies. 

. ~he TR~ASt:RER: Y~u are only showing that 
1t ts an mterstcto d1spute. oYer which this 
Government has no jurisdiction. 

Mr. ::UACAR'fXEY: The shipping com­
pantt'- had nothmg whatever to do with this 
present strike; it does not rest with the 
shipping companies at alL Hon. gentlemen 
on the other side know porfectlv well that 
the trouble rests v, ith the unions, who are 
dcfymg the award. \Vhy has it been neces­
sary to ''-"'pc out the provi;ion of preference 
to unionists, if it has not been because of 
th"at fact? 

The TREAS1:RER : It has not been done in 
re pcct of the Queensland wharf labourNs. 

Mr. l\lAGART:";'EY: Xo: thaf.: is in 
ml'pcnse_. and tho hon. gentleman knows it. 
Tht re '" tlw evidence in this mornino-'8 
P;"Jwr; :\Ir. Justi.ce Higgins held his ha~d. 
\\hat :s the nccos•Jty for that if the employees 
a;·e not re.<ponstble for the present position? 
C\ow the hon. gentleman savs it is bovond 
the jurisdidion of the Government. \\-hat 
has been the position here for many vears 
paot? Our friends on the other side 'have 
been tn·ing to hand over State rights to the 
Common"·' oalth, so that we would not have 
jurisdiction over our own affairs. (Hear. 
hca_r !) The' have taken up that position: 
their actwns h;,vc always been in that direc­
:wn; and al.! th>·se situations with regard to 
mtcrstate d1sputos have been situations of 
the Labour partv'~ making. (Hear, hear ! 
anrl Government d1sscnt.) Look at it as "'" 
"·ill, our friends on the other side in regard 
to the pQ,sition of Queensland in the present 
struggle stand condemned. Thev stand 
condemned in regard to the present Labour 
1°gislation; and more particularly do they 
stand coPdemned for that callousness which 
prevents their taking some urgent action in 
relid ol the people in the North. I sav 
again. that the hon. member for Mirani is 

[Mr. J.lfaco.rtru·y. 

to be ~ongratulated on having brought the 
subject up and disclosed the position as it 
is. 

Mr. SMITH (Mackay): I think it is some­
whe"t interesting to go over the various 
attempts that have been made, both by 
members of the Opposition in Queensland 
and the interests which they represent, to 
spr<'ad the industrial disturbance of the 
South to the State of Queensland. The 
Premier. in his spcech, pointed out that so 
far ae, this State was concerned there was 
no ·difficult): in handling traffic ar.d trade 
within Queensland could be maintained were 
it not for the action of the shipping corn, 
panies tying up their ships. We also find 
that in Toowoomba, later on at \Varwwk, 
and through the Press, every attempt was 
made to spread to Queensland the strike in 
New South \Vales. 

OPPOSITION i\fE11BERS: No. 
Mr. S:\HTH: Xow, I think that instead 

of condemning this Government for taking 
t ~le action they have taken, everyone who 
has the best interests of this State and of 
the citizens of the State ~t heart, must see 
'hat in a very trying time this Government 
have acted in a statesmanlike mannPr and 
con""'vod those interests which any Govern­
ment are elected to conserve. Now, it is 
worthy of note in regard to this question, and 
it is very apropos to the situation, to quote 
from the !VIPlbourne "Ago" of 1st August 
last. You will bear in mind that this paper 
;, not attached to the Labour party at all, 
but it has some ideas of decent journalism 
and is prepar<ed to lay the facts of the situa­
tion clearlv before the public. I want to 
quote from the leading article of the 
,Melbourne " \ge" of 1st August last. It 
,ays in one place-

" The time is steadi],- approaching 
when the Government of the Common­
wealth will have to choose between 
continuing its present policy (which is 
intrin~icall:;· a policv of strike promotion 
and the cr0ation of general tumult and 
disordPr) and arlopting a policy scienti­
fically CfllCU~UJ.t)d tO bn111<: fi ciiSCOlltent.~' 

Then. again, in :>nether part of the article,· 
it g"Oi'3 on to Eay-

r' Despite the inrreR~\·d wages won by 
fifteen years of continuous agitation, the 
a\-emgc Au~.tralian workpr is 11.1 per 
< "llt. worse off to-dav in the m:1tter of 
purchasing power than in 1901: and that 
,oction cf the CO!L·Uilling public whose 

earning po\Yf'r has rcstrd st'ttionnr:,T dnr­
ing the same period is not lees than 50.7 
per cent. worse off. \Y c see. then, that the 
employing class has not only succeeded 
in positive1:v f'terili<;-ing the apparently 
Yictorious efforb of the workers to im­
prove their circmnstances; it has out, 
,., itted thPm all along the line, and put. 
tlwm in a mech worse position. Assum­
inrr the accuracv of the statist's figures 
and dr·rluctions.' what is it but down­
riu-ht humbug for any person to dispar.1ge 
thP prevailing industrial discontent and 
to hold up thP Australian worker to 
special execration as .a type of insatiable 
D,Tf'C'·d ?'' 

Here we find a Tory paper that usually 
SUfl[>Orts the party oppo<itc de.aling with the 
whole qnestion in a straightforward and en­
lightr,r; "d manner; and the writer has been 
able to point out what rNlly is the true state 
of affairs. Now, we know that immediately the 
]\'a tional party secured the control of the 
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•Commonwealth and the same party secured 
the control of New South \V ales, they de­
liberately attempted to foment strife and 
-rli~content with a view to destroying the 
Labour movement. \Ve know that a dis­
turbance •vas pro.-oked in New South \Vales, 
whi(;h has given rise to the motion to-day. 
\\"e know that the men were prepared, long 
before the strike happene·d, to submit the 
whole of thP. points in dispute to arbitration. 
\Y c also know that attempts have been made 
bv both the Commonwealth and the State 
Gm·ernmcnt of New South \Vales to cancel 
tho regi::;tration of various unions from time 
to time with a view to provoking industrial 
.>trifc. Now, I am one of those who believe 
in conciliation and arbitration; I don't be­
lieve in strikes at all ; but we know that so 
long as m<>n are men, if they feel that cer­
tain mothurls which have been adopted inflict 
an intolerable wrong on them, rightly or 
wrong!'.' the,y will g-o on strike. That is 7h" 
pmition to-day. Those men felt in New 
South \Vales that an intolerable wrong 
was being thrust upon them, and as a 
rei'ult the trouble took place. \Ve have seen, 
later on, the tactics of men like the hon. 
member for Mirani, like the hon. member 
for Toowoomba, and various others, who 
have used every effort in their power to act 
as provocative agents to sprea·d the general 
,disturbance and discontent to Queensland. 
Now we know that one of the chief causes 
of the Opposition's trouble, and one of the 
chief c·o.u'c' of the motion which has been 
mo,·ed by the hon. mPmbcr for Mirani, is the 
fact that, so far, their attempts have miser­
ably fail0rl. W P know, in addition, that the 
Premier us<:'d every effort i'n his power to 
J•:itigate and relieve the situation so far 
"back as 9th :\lay, and later on 27th June; 
and on Thursday last he ma·de repreRenta­
rions to the Commonwealth Government to 
relieve~ the situation \Yhich have been a suc­
'<:'ess up to the pres<:'nt time. He also pointed 
·out that he was prepared to take certain 
action with a ,-icw to getting bags. \Ve know 
that the whole position, has been bungled by 
rhe Commonwealth Go.-ernment, under whose 
Arbitration Act the men who are re­
ferred to this aftprnoon work. I honestlv 
l>JlieYc th>t this is an attempt to throw bacl< 
into the h;>nds of th<:' Colonial Sugar Refin­
ing Company the full control of the sugar 
iud1.:: l'Y. Xo"~, in that conncrtion, it is verv 
intcn ting to note that while I was intel:­
yj,:,ving- the~· Premier and receiving telegrams 
from ::\Iacka~' anrl districts dealing with the 
Bitnation, the hen. member for JI.Iirani was 
tak:ing his instructions fro1n, and going about 
with, ::\Ir. Pritchard, '' ho, we know, is the 
leader of the National Political Council as 
its pro .ident, and who, we also know, is the 
·;;hid barrackcr in Queensland for the Colo­
nial i"nga!· Refining Company; vet we find 
the hon. member for lllirani, who claims to 
be greatly taken up with the industrial strif,· 
preY .1lent in Australia to-day, acting the part 
of an agent proyocateur, and taking his in­
,,tructions from the agents of the Co!m1io.l 
Su"~ar Rf'fining Co1npany, and bringing along 
a nwtion of this kind to-dav. \Vhv, we saw 
him going out into the lobby b"ehind the 
Speaker', gallery consulting his guardian 
angel-'onsulting his political boss. His 
po] iticai boss did not come into the lobby; 
he had to save the face of the hon. member 
fer \1jrani and get in behind the Speaker's 
g-allerv, so that he would not be seen in the 
Chamber. Now, there is very little in the 
-case put forward either by the hon. member 

for Mirani or by the various speakers who 
followed him. \V e know tjlat their chief 
trouble is that under very difficult circum­
stances-under circumstances which, I think, 
na Government have ever had to cope with 
before-this party has prevented the, spread­
ing of industrial strife, and all the suffering 
that that entails to the State of Queensland. 

Kow, the hon, member for Mur­
[5.30 p.m.] rumba had a good deal to say 

a bout why doesn't the Premier 
order the waterside workers and order the 
Seamen's Union to carry their goods to 
Sydney and wherever else the shipping com­
panies might d<>sire so to do. No one knows 
better than the hon, member himself, because 
he is interested in shipping, that the Seamen's 
L:nion and th'" waterside workers work under 
an a ward of the Federal Arbitration Court, 
and that the trouble is a matter which is 
outside the scope of this Government alto­
gether. 

Mr. FoRSYTH: They don't work at all. 
Th,y decline to work. 

Mr. SMITH : \V e heard the hen. member 
for ::Ylurrumba get up and use a lot of cantina­
humbug about the waterside workers. Th~ 
hon. member knows as well as anvone else 
that these men have been in the habit, when 
they felt inclined, to g-o on strike from time 
to time ever sinc8 the federation of the 
\V":terside Workers' Union wa,s brought about, 
ana he also referred to the greatness of Mr. 
Hughes, the very man who taught them to 
take advantage of e>ery situation for their 
own benefit and on tlwir own behalf. The 
Premier has quoted a g-ood deal of the corre­
spondence showing the activities he has been 
engaged in during the last few days, and it 
is due to that fact th-at he has been suecE·os­
ful, in a larg<' measure. Now we have the 
hon. member for ::'o.Iirani comin~ alon2: with 
thi.s motion to-day. The Premier nad a 
telegram to-day, which he had received from 
the Prime :Yri,nister of the Commonwealth 
et<lting that he had arcang-ed with th~ 
Colonial SugLr Refining- Company to make 
cdvancr·s against sug-ar prior to shipment so 
as to give the necessary accommodation and 
enable the millers to continue crushinrr onera­
tiom. On the 27th June, in accordanc<l with 
a request from ft deputation of sugar-grov~·ers 
,,hieh waited on him at Mackav, the Premier 
telegraphed to the Prime ::Ylinister, urging 
him to 1nake advances against sugar stored 
in mills and Fhipping sheds. On 6th Sep­
tember, in consequence of representations 
made to him by myself and the mills in the 
:'\Iackay district, the Premier again wired to 
'\ir. Hughc··. pointing out that, owing to the 
~uspcnsion of the jnterf'tat.r· shipping, several 
mills werl' unable to ship su£;·n and receive 
payment for it. They ,,·ore the-efor•e unable 
to pay for th~ c~ne and to pay the ·,-ag-es of 
the men. The Premier stronrrlv ura:ed Mr. 
Hughu to deal .,ith the matter at once. 
Last evening- th0 Premier rcneived the reply 
from :\h. Hughcs, which he read to the 
HousE' this afternoon, saying- that he ha-d 
arrangE'cl for adv-ances to be made against 
sugar prior to shipment, so as to give the 
necessary accommodation to enable m'illers 
to continue crushing operations and pay for 
cane and wages. I had better quote the 
whole matter .as it appears in to"day's 
"Standard"-

" MACKAY AND SuGAR. 
"ARRANGE'MENTS FOR ADVANCES. 

"On 27th June, in accordance with a 
request of a deputation of sugar-growers, 
which waited on him at Mackay, Mr. 

M1·. Smith.] 
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Ryan telegraphed to the Prime ::'1Iinis­
·;2r. urging hi1n to nutke adYanccs ::tgnin t 
sug-ar stored' in mills ;md shipping shod>. 
On 6th September, in consequence of 
represcni":ltion-; made to him bv JUr. 
Forgan Smith, l'II.L.A., and the mills in 
the J\Iackay district, Mr. Ryan again 
,,·ired tJ Mr. Hughes, pointing out that, 
owing to the suspension of interstate 
shipping, ·e; oral mills were unable to 
ship .cu~ ar 2-nd receive payn1ent for it. 
They wore, therefore, unable to pa v for 
the c.:.lle >.nd to pa:· the wages of the 
rnc'J. ::\I,·. Ryan :,trongly urged Mr. 
Hughc to deal with the matter at once. 

" Last evt~ning tho Premier ret,~in~d 
thJ following reply from ~1r. Hughes :-

Your tdegr:•m 6th. Have arranged 
with the Colonial Sugar Refining Com­
pany to 1nake advances against sugar~ 
prior to shipment, so •as to give necos­
surv accommodation enable millers 
ccn+:nue crushing operations, and pay 
f. ._' cane and wages." 

I n1a ,. , t .• that I ronsist•_·:nth- agi+ .. ltf'd on 
tho noor' of the Homo for that to be 
done when tlw negotiations wore pend­
ing \"ith r .S:;·Hd ··0 the ··ugar crop. \Ve 
a !:10 know that, PO far as di· tr('ss existing 
in l\Lwkay i<S (one· t'lE•d, the Govcrnn1cnt 
c.'r, ,,·ed to make a·,,ailable the "Llcwell·•;o.'' 
lying at Rockham,llon, which wnld be ·; ont 
:-tt ta rnom~'nt's nc.:·-i~e "'.\ ith ;._nnDlios. Th,_ 
P"crr,icr wa•·, requested h allow tho port­
rn.ast! i' at 1·1a-ckav t J send the '· Relief," hut 
the "He'icf ., >:vould ·hu.-e had to v.o to Roe:;,. 
harnptDr. and return again to J}fackav. It 
shows ho~,· pro:a;ptl,v the ;, ;!-nation v-as· dPalt 
with v hm1 the l'remic stated that the 
"L~cwellyn " \Y.ts ut Hoekharnpton, aL.cl could 
~:> t up ste·.·.m at a n1onwnt's notice, aLJ could 
be load. :1 quick):· . nd dc,natched to ~.:ncka•. 
\Y .. kr.o· t 1·at I\ln ':ay suffers more tlwn 2ll ,. 
port in the I\'orth so far as disloc,•tion o" 
shipping is concerned, due chiefly to the b1d 
harbour and hck of railway communication. 

Mr. SWAYNE: Cau-2d by your friends, the 
'' a,tersido "\vo:·ker:;,, 

::Ylr. SMITH: \Ye also know that, th,.t 
being so, the various star· keepers in J\{ackav 
ought to hold larger ··tacks than they do. 
Accord;ng J " wire which I received this 
aftnnoon from J\Tr. Moule, the mavor of 
M 1<::kay, arrangeLcnts ha.-o been made to 
reliL'YO iho situation at lE~ast temnorarilv. 
Mr. rloule wired as 'dlow,· :-

,.Thanks Pren1ier's offer bring supplies 
from Rockh,cmpton. Two boats arriving 
from Townsville to-morrow will relieve 
position so'TIO>Yhat. Ha,-0 handed your 
telegrnm Trader' Association for action.'' 

That is h;"' reply to my telegram settino- out 
the situatio_l to him. There is one eoint I 
want to make. \Vhile I was bu,ilv emrae:ed 
in df'Jl:ir:g Yvith the situation in M.1ckgy, 
m~king· l'£11rcsent::tions tJ thD Premier, and 
thron!';h ntriou~ other channels. we find that 
the Tr~ders' A ociation in Mackay never 
cmumunic.lt'·l with me in anv manner what­
ever. \Vc find that this association is com­
P?scd of the leading storckc.,pers, who are 
Liberal supporter', and some are political 
aspirants in the Liberal inter0ots. but thev 
failed in thP;r r!utv to notif·.- me in anv wa;, 
whatsoever. 'l'h,t does not worry me. t hav·e 
other sources of information that keep me au 
fait y,·ith the situation in Mackav to such an 
extent that I have been able to "make repre­
sentations to the Premier. and throue:h the 
prompt action of the Premier the situation 

[211r. Smith. 

has been relieved considerablv. (Hear. hear!)> 
I mid at the beginning that this was a 
n1otion rnovc-d by tho hon. n1cn1ber for 
::IIiro.ni, and supported by members op;oosite, 
for the purpose of _,eorinv a little political 
carital. (Hear, hear!) It also shoY·o their 
snl• en and their reg1·et that the position has 
br c•n de: .lt with -o uceessful1; UD to the 
pr(•scnt tie1c. I _1_] ~o said at the beginning, 
n·- l I il::ink l haY' proY0d it, th:t tho chief 
trollhlo of mc,11bcrs opposite, and the party of 
, hich the>- are yc_:_·y poo1.· rcpn>en' .:tivc• 
~--h~~1np·hout A.u:stral~a, is to tr:v and cn1broil 
0ue<·nsl"l''Jd in a di, '"~:t:·o-,·-: ~.~r1kc. ~>V'hicL. 
,;o":ld Lot o:1lv ha:vo :•frectod 'he v.orker.o, but 
it cyc.nld h,,_,-· L_c·.l~·h:· thln.[:;J to a sLsi~-1still, 
·''1lc1 b!·ougbt c:l-) .t gDod dra1 of ~t-·rvation. 

c.~;·11v undcr~t:·nd ho"-~· hen. ltt-Jnhers 
,,-rn.t to brinp; t::1)0'lt strike·:. They 

want to g:t tb'· oppoTtuni··y of (l~iiFI what 
ihP. · b-cYC' df'nC' on :manv occrt.~loE" hefor?. 
ThC,- wo:Jld h ;ve liked tO the ~::!·roth·~-
t;on' of "\Vh\'1t thP~"- c1.ll 1o\ '.,. nnd fr.._•c 
]: ~lO'ca-er:;. They dC~irc to h1~ing abonl ~:.rik s 
j1 crder t'J d('.::t"o~~ 1h·~' T_.,ab0U'' I1lOYerncnt 
and '1bllrr :• the. G-:-v rn:': E ·1--- f (l'J 

thi. k their actions \vill 11r t with thn ~·UC'Cf'~ ~ 
wh;ch tlwv anticin t0d. I l 'licYe t 1

• et the 
c•r•"'tlon ·DL-e of· Qncr•n::;:lwnc1 {'itizL'll~ genf'· 
; 1]~· ;~·111 b0 -~H0 to S(Y :ilf01Jp:h ihC' j)ftUcity 
of c·r'TnrnC'ntc; uc:f'-d h,c hon. lTIPn~t "r~ O~Jpositfl, 
r,.-1 -.~.,iH D_"":rec '"ith. t.L0 fll :::inns nf t-h0 Ryan 
r ()\'0:'11lll"'l1-t, and m lint 1in Quf'C'll'·land freP, 
"' far possible-, from the internecine strife 
'"h: f1 rausr··1 so nn1eh ~ufferiEg in nthcr 
I' cl~'· 

GoYERNME:'>:T ME~IBERS : Hear, hear ! 
"olonel RA::\KI::"J (Burr· ;•): I thi1'k the 

Prl1nie!· is sin~·ulurly unfortu~'ltc in the 
<'hr irn of his a nolo xi I·~. if I n1nv 'J dc"~rribe 
the hen. member -\vho has iust ·resumed his 
Beat. I can imagine the feeling of soreness 
that exish in the mind of the hen. membe1· 
for :Th!lacka~v '.>. hC'n he .c:<>e>s the energetic and 
adiYc at tit 1de of the hon. memh0r for 
~\Iira .. !.i in looking after the v:clf tre of hi", 
rr>n'-titncr~v. I do not bhme the hon. mem­
ber for Mackay for being- annoyed with this, 
~1ecau,,p of the nosititm in which he found 
himself. -

:\1r. s~nTH: I WCb actine: while other 
pe•l)le were talking: 

Colonel Rc'c::"JKI::"J : It was necc "Jsarv that 
-,methir'5 3hould be clone, but owing to the 

f2ct th:-:t he 1vrrs a Goyc:rnrnent sunnortPr. 
bPunc~ hand and £not to his masters on the 
otPPr side, h(~ \Vas un::t11lo to do anv~hing, 
althou'Th he recogni,0d the nt>ocl for some­
thing being accomplished. 

:.Ir. SoUTH : I was able to do lot of 
things. 

Colonel RA:'\KI~: The hon. member for 
:\'lirani, ho\vPvcr, rC'C'0gniscd the seriousness 
of the position, and even a week ~tgo 
brought the matter bofor0 th<' Pr'mir·r when 
he pointnd out the necr .,;i'ty for some action 
)>,··nn· t>kcn. It wa" onh· then that we find 
the c~vernment bestirred themselves. reoog­
n · in1e the need for something to be done in 
th~ North-recognising the dan,rc~~on:-; position 
,_,h;cl! had beer! created, bw~ which they did 
nnt raise a finger to prevent. IIov ever, 
the·· bestirred themselves and did something. 
:"'ow, we come along thi's aftf'rnoon. and 
when the hon. •ncmber for Mir mi brinr.s 
forward this motion WP haYe a, grec•.t batch 
of correspondence tabled by the Premier 
pointing out that hr has done this and that 
h<' has don:: that. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC I,_STRUC'TION: 
You are barking up the wrong tree. 
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Colo11d IL',.:\11\:E\: I am not barking up 
; :1J tree ~ ~ _ the pre' ent tirne. I am making 

1 
.~t~~er~~ent of facts. \Ye know very 

:n t tnc !Icn. member for :i\Iackay feels 
sore .about this. Anyone who looks at the 
mormng paper and sees the trouble that the 
Premier hi'mself went to to whitewash tbe 
hon .. mei11b-· r for :\Iackay in the eyes of his 
cond1tuc;_1ts n1ust recogni:<'e the soreness he 
f, eL. one who looks at this mornina-'s 
1;·11Jc; _ . _ 0 that in aln;ost every sPnte~ce 
: .. ~ '. ~ r -·~lll'l' ~:ucd the 'vord,'<, "11r. Forgan 
1 m.1t:. -:~,LI~·-,~-,,~a3 told mE'," or, ":}1r. 

;::_,nlJtn. _,t.L.~.'\., brought under mv 
some '·-uch remark. Right 

;Yhol coluun you will find the 
samC' exprc Sion It seems to me that thev 
k e t\ :r 1·aluc from thn fac7 that the ho;. 
P'''tlc ll'J:J p1·otcJkth tco much. 
.,The. SECRETARY FOR Pl!BLIC INSTRcCTIOX: 

1.u!t 1:; JU~t Vilhat you aro doing. 

Rc\:'\KIX : I am not prc testing at 
I t~ln. not a nY'i £ber for the North at 
I a: J Ll r- pointing out that ::'.Ir. Smith, 

t 1oc • hn:l. member for ~Iacbt7. did ncthing 
until t'lc hon. !11P"be1· for Mirani mm ·d 
a-IHJ th<~n the Prcrni0r cn<"1eavoured to whi't.e~ 
'vaP.h huu. 

Th.c sp;;;.\KER: Order! I point out to 
the 1 011. mnllbcr that this h " nothino- to 
d.> with tlw n1ction bdoro th"· House. o 

C '>wl E '•.c\'KIX: Th·· hen. member for 
~Ia(_~l~a:', ir! h:s re~1ly, l'f_ £erred to quotations 
il.~ t 11 " .• Age," a.nd c:ontinucd 
n:-:hr U'' '" 'ckr" 'rih,. and I thinl-
I t::_._l • _,nl 5n:.':iiled iD. replying alonn- tl,~ 
s.UI!('. Hr• ·:. I arr:· pointing out that the is 
chngTl~cd .n.t the action of thP hon. member 
for Ilfn·am, while he himself was indifferent 
to the 1. dfaro of his constituents. 

:'vlr. So'ITH: That is untrue. 

Coio:J 7 f' A '''KIC\" : ',Ye h d th"' hon. 
r1- <1:ng quotations from a paner 

< !1"''<\ to rall the Tor~, 2:UC'lbou~·nf' 
1 h • is quite sufficient 

,,1'0'1 01' 

:\lclLour:-:? " 

'\Yhole of thP hon. 
·ithou+, usinrr anv 

Xo one \;ho reads the 
" would suggest that it 

is a Tory paper. 

Th0 SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC I~STRUCTIO~: 
It ah", ays supports you. 

Col~~;'! El;~-1.NKIK: It nc.-er does ''Prcrt 
t: •. la•· ,.L ,ul'cr lauLhs -,t tho idPa of 
an.\+on C'~J11ng tae 2\Iclbourne "..:-'\.ge" a Tory 
p:1!Fr. 

T'·c tc -·c:=T.\TIY FOR AGRH'ULTTTRE: \Vh2t 
'~'Ould ycu c 11 it? 

. C•Jlm:··] R c',XKI;';-: It certainly leans in 
1i p~ht:;:cs . ..}.owan} hon. gentlemen sit6ng 
cppo JtC'. 1. liP hem. ;-entieman dccJt with 
the a•·t:\,n of the Xatio 1al Gover11n1cnt i'n 
~lack;-~· a fe,Y' .---nth. rtgo. ,,, ... ,c are not dPal­
lng wi~ 11 the actlons of th(~ Nation,1l Gove.rn­
H~ent. ~ ", ... - nr··, de tlir:g v:ith the indifferenl ~ 
d1 pla, Pd ,"Y the S>, !e Government. and the 
ho:1. ;._;l'nt_. ""d 'n rppllo'3 by n'aking anothe}· 
dut rg0. l-lr levels a <'hargn \Vhich is abso­
lute]:· t:.r~warrnntrd, absolub·ly unjustifirrble, 
and al?~o·.u.tr 1 y nntru2. to q1e effcrt th~;,t we, 
on th1e .' 1tl· ha vo been en de a vourint; to 
tHovv.:::c 1nclustnal strife. 

:!.lr. Fou:y: H ~-' r, hear ! 

ColoMl HANKIX: I a·k if the hon. 
gentleman can pla~e his finger on any state-

1 Jc;ot or any tLction coming from this side 
that will support him in that direotion? 

0:'' U'l'flOX ) :E:JBEUS: Heal', hear! 

Colonel RANKIK : The hon. gentleman 
kno\\~ ,s \\ell as I do that ~,~-e have cDn­
·i3tcntl:y throu~hout the turmoil that has 
taken place in the K orth £'1dea 1·oured to 
strengthen the hands of the Go.-ernment so 
long as thBy were taking action along what 
we conceived to be constitutional lines. 
(ll.car, hear!) That is the duty of any Oppo­
sJtJc:J towards the Government. In that 
as. in. nJunr:¥ other things, they haYe bee~ 
a chsappcJJntmcnt, and now they arc 
tr_vinc; b rai · l an . \unt Sally that they 
might knock i"t dmYn again thcmselvc'"'· No­
thing \Yould giYe th0zn gT(; t.ter plc,• ·ure thg,n 
to be able to go t,_, the , ou tr:· during this 
turmoil and S.':· th·t v hila tlwy ;yerB tr .. ·ing 
t) bring abor;t }ndtv:tria1 ~'l1?C' we \"\"Cro 

h·~Tin-; to i'ncrP£1:;:{-' indu .. -~·ial s<:rifo. \Vh;le 
the hon. Jw·ncber who h,, juc>t spoken. and 
other ::::.en~bcrs O'l th:-t ride of the Hou.;e, 
1 'lake a !:C'lcr I d~- -J~"!.ont of that kind, thev 
kno',TO n ;l >tln p·ell in their h( '.1rts that rt 
ha no~ found;t1o~l in fact~that it i, abso­
lubly un:rue. Hon. membc·rs oppo<ite haYe 
pndra·youred tf !.~ake the Hou~e b li<:-ve that 
thcv wish to prevent indn>tric 1 ~rife. and 
th t the n:Jel1Jbcrs oc1 this ei'd;:, provo1m indus· 
trial trif•. If that cs so. how comes it tl,~t 
during the L·ct yc:n of the Libcr<1l Adminis· 
trp.f ion ''", had onl f'V{'nteen strike'l. ,,·hilo 
dm'ing the lnst ~·ear of the '>resent Adminis­
tration theY have had sixtv-four strikes? 
\Yho i": it that fosters indu trial unrest? 

ThB SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC' INSTRUC'£ION : 
It is Mr. Hugh~s. 

Colonel RANKIX: Tt is the Minister for 
Public Instrnct·ion : nd hi' c.>llea -;ucs who 
il.re rr,-pon 11 1: for whnt ht'. taken place. 
\Vhat hos I.Ir. Bugles to do ·c·ith 0neens· 
l8nd? \Yhr.t has hP to clo with the r>il·-·. rvs 
of Queens!" nd? It is the Government \Vl~o 
are to blame for the trruble we have rcc~ntlv 
gone thron ;h. They arc to blame for r,,:. 
mitting such " +hin;; to happen. c.nd for not 
rai ,ing a finR'er to preYr>nt it. _..<\t rhr" Central 
t'tation in Brisbane the 0ther dav I v;it­
nessed a 'vidoY' TVOJnan 'vho was travc1lin:':" 
by tn 1 1 h·~-ln[; to ('arr;-- her own belo:-v;ing­
tc the carriage, and not a porter would put 
nnt FL h.t:nd to hf•tp ht-r "'sith her h1~ga""e. 

The s~:CRETARY Ft R PUBLIC I:·:STRCCTION : 
It i·· twenty times wors8 in X, S ,uth 
\\'ales. 

Colonel RAXKil\: This wot wn was un­
able to carry h0r hl,~:r.;a,q;e to the train, nnd 
rot a pu.2r on the platform would giYo her 
any ~.ssi:o: ta "'lee. 

The Sl'E.:"I.KER: O:cl.er! Th'" l.on. mem· 
ber .. is digressing from the que· tinn before 
the Hou,e. 

Colonel RANKIX: If t·h~ hen. member 
who has jnst resumed his eo~t wn justified 
in raising this matter, surelv I fUn justifid·l 
in replying to hi. remarb." \Ye h:we had 
· n industrial upheaval, and it is qui• · clear 
that hon. P1embers opposite \\cl'P with the 
~tl·ikers. ·with regard to the widow woman 
who w1.s nnable to move her thing herself, 
I wish to point out that the porters who 
arc in the employ of the Gov"rnmont and 
'<1 en~ reccivinr;r their nav with certain priYi­
leges and advantagr;-"_ 

Colonel Rankin.J 
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The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem­
ber is not in order in continuing to discuss 
the matter which I have pointed out has 
no relation to the question before the House. 

Colonel RANKIN: I have no desire to go 
against your ruling Mr. Speaker, but I 
submit I am in order in replying to the 
remarks of the hon. member who last 
addressed the House. 

The SPEAKER: The hon. member is in 
order in referring to the matter, but he is 
not in order in going into details. 

Colonel RANKIN : It is necessary in 
matters of this kind to refer to details. The 
attitude of the porters toward•. the widow 
c·:oman I have referred to is just an indica­
twn of that cold-blooded indi!Ierence that 
ha•. been displayed by the Premier towards 
the people who have been suffering in North 
Queensland. The hon. gentleman has been 
masterly inactive. 

The TREASURER: Do you mean us to infer 
that :vou walked awav and allowed that 
unfort'unat.8 woman to carry her 0>' n luggage 
to the tTam? 

Colonel RANKIN: l'\o. As soon as I saw 
the position, I, with another man, a•-,isted 
he1' to take her luggage to the carriage. 

}\fr. POLLOCK : And vou were not e;·en 
introduced to her. (Laughter.) 

Colonel RANKIN : I am not like hon. 
members opposite. In doing a good turn of 
that kind one does not ask for an intro­
ducti~m, as it might be thought that one is 
wantmg a vote. The hon. member for 
M_acka:v dwelt ver/ strongly on his standing 
for arbitration and conciliation, and said 
that h<> was a believer in it, and that if the 
Federal Gove,·nmcnt and the New South 
\Yales _Gove~·nment had submitted the ques­
twns m dispute to arbitration all this 
trouble would have been avoided. \Vhat 
does the hon. member mean by arbitration? 
Does he mean that he believes in arbitration 
when an a ward suits him or his party? The 
word "arbitration," of which in days gone 
by WP heard so much, has bPen made an 
absolute farce and a laughing-stock by hon. 
members opposit<'. They know quite well 
what has been the result of arbitration. We 
were told in bygone times that if we placed 
on tbf> statute-book an Arbitration and Con­
ciliation Act they would show us how to 
handle industrial difficulties and hov'" to pre­
vent industrial unrest for all time. \Yell, we 
passed an Arbitration and Conciliation Act 
and what has be on the result? Instead of 
iL: being a cure for these evils. it has accen­
tuated them. Never has industrial unrest 
and industrial strife been so rife as it is at 
the present time. The Government sprvants 
wore brought under a Conciliation and Arbi­
tration Act for the f}r,t time under the 
regime of the prec.ent Government, and I 
would as)< any _hon. member to say whether 
the public serVIce has ever been more dis­
contented than it is at pre2ent? 

The SPEAKER : Order ! I would point 
out to the hon. member that this is not a 
motion for 1Jhe discuFc,ion ·of the whole 
matter of arbitration. 

Colonel RAXKIN: I take it that if an 
hon. member makes a certain number of 
assertions it is reasonable that I should 
reply to those assertions. 

The SPEAKER : The hon. member can­
not digress from the subject-matter of the 

[Colonel Rankin. 

motion. I would remind him that he has 
only another minute and a-half in which to 
conclude his speech. 

Colonel RANKIN : I think I should be 
allowed an extension of time, bee a use I have 
ha.d a number of interruptions from hon. 
members opposite, but I am not going to· 
ask for an extension. I say that the attitude 
of the Government towards those unfortunate 
people in the North is one: which sh.::uld be 
r<'sonted. I would have hked to pomt out 
how the producing industries are treated by 
the Government, and how difficult it has been 
for people to carry on. I submit that instead 
of the Government waiting to be moved by 
the action of the hon. mPmber for l'.lirani, 
they should have moved in this matter long 
ago <Lnd should have prevented the trouble 
which has arisen. Aft<>r all, it is to prewnt 
such things that u GoYcJ~nment is in Pxistonce, 
and not morelv to control them after the~­
have arisen. The thanks of this House and of 
the people of Qm'cnslund are due to the hor;. 
member for Mirani for bringing forward this 
n1otion. 

An HONOURABLE :1fE1!BER : And the thanks­
of the Empire. 

Colonel RA::--JKIX: I do not say that, 
though the Empire is to a certain extent 
interested in the matter. \Y c have promised 
to assist in safeguarding the interests ~f th_e 
Empire, and to that n:tent the Empire rs 
interested in this particular matter. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE (Toowoomba): I desire 
to say a. word or two in connection with the 
motion before it is put to the Home. In 
common with other hon. members. I desire 
to congratulate the hon. member for Mir!'-ni 
on his action in bringing forward thrs motiOn 
in the interest of tho whole of the people of 
Xorthorn Quecmland. The people of Nodh 
Queensland have su!Iered through the. actiOn 
of certain individuals who haYe farled to 
carry out the obligations which rested upon 
them, and it is a distressing fact that the 
Government stood idh· by while that was 
being done. The Premic'r tried to justify 
the attitude which he and the Government 
have taken up in this matter, but I do net 
think that anv impartial individual will feel 
that the Premier justified his po-ition. The 
arguments he put forward were absolutely 
unconvincing. not onl:· to members on t!us 
side of the Chamber but also to the outsrde 
public, and even to members on his own side 
of the House. The hon. gentleman also 
told us that the Opposition stood b_v and did 
nothing whilst the Government were 
strenuouslv endeayouring to save the country. 
He made "reference to the attitude taken up 
bv members on this side of the House during 
tl;e strike that arose through the arbitration 
failure in connection with the railwav men 
in North Que~nsland, and eaid that W" 

moved a vote of censure on tl:o GoYernment 
after thev had settled the strike. We did 
not move· a vote of censure on the Govern­
ment after thev had settled the strike; we 
moved a vote 'of censure on men who h.1d 
not the courage to administer the law which 
they themselves had framed. \V" moved a 
vote of censure on a Government who ran 
away from their responsibilities. a.nd whose 
ccuragc oozed ont at their finger-tips and 
toe-tips, and who followed the course laid 
down by the unions. I noticed in the Pro· s 
the othPr day a statement to the effect that 
the Premier, being nonplussed through hie 
failure to get Mr. Justice Higgins to come to 
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Queensland, had again sent to North Queens­
land to bring down some of the late strikers 
to help him to solve the problem. Notwith­
standing the fact that the law now on the 
statuto-book says that the award of the 
Arbitration Court shall be filed, the hon. 
gentlemen was afraid to exercise the power 
given ~1im, and sPe that the law was car­
ried out, and the GoYernment stoo•d idly by 
while the people of North Queensland wore 
suffPrin.t; privation and their industries were 
being destroyed. The Government had the 

fullest knowkdge that not only 
[7 p.m.] the Opposition. but the whole of 

the country, stood behind them 
in thP recent strike. so long as they intended 
to carry on the ~ovPrmnent of the country 
in a constitutional way, but when they 
hoisted the white flag to the strikers--

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURI' · '\Vben 
they adopted a con~iliatory spirit. 

Hm: .. J. TOL~HE': When thev showed th" 
white feather-- · 

::vir. GLEDSO!>: That is about four times 
you have made that speech this session. 

Ho:;-. J. TOL!IliE: Yes; and I am going 
to make.' it again as it is of distinct .advan­
tage. The count!·y is charging the Govern­
ment with an abeolutc want of courage in 
carrying out constitutional government. 
Then the Premier charged me personally 
with haYing attendul a mc,8ting at Too­
\Voomba w-hich pa~.sod certain resol ntions 
deprecating the want of action on the part 
of the Gm-crnment with regard to the hold­
up at Wallanzarra, and said that when that 
meeting took place tho strike at \Vallan­
garra had been ended fo1· two da-cs. That 
may br· so, and I am not going td question 
the accurac:· of the Premier's statement, but 
it is a patent fact thqt the Government took 
no action in_ making known to the pubiic 
that the stnko had tcrminatod until sub­
sc•quontly. Further than that. the Premier 
and tho -e associated with him were wr>ll 
aware of the public meeting being held tlmt 
day at 'I1ImYoomba. and of the r~iOlutioets 
to be mon l, as they were pub]i,hed in i.he 
"Courier" on the Saturda'C. The Goyern­
!l'ent, naturally becoming ·alarmed at the 
1de~ of the people taking the matter into 
the1r own handc m order to see that justice 
was done and to force the Government to 
carry on. the administration of the railways, 
~ook ac;twn and on the Saturday night an 
mbmatwn \\as flashr d over the wi·rc-: that 
the game 'Vas up and that the Wallangar:'I 
strll<ers had better return to their duties. 
(Government laughter.) 

::IIr. FREE: Do you really mr·an it? 

Ho:;-. J. TOLMIE: I reallv mean it and 
I am speaking scriouslv. No amou;1t of 
hila_ritv on the part ~f members sitting 
bchmd the Goyernment-of would-be com­
Ini~sioners or ex~commis·.ioners-in regard to 
!his matter will relicYe the GoYernmcnt from 
the -dishonourable poFition in which they were 
forced by the strike at Wallangarra, and 
the pusillanimous manner in which the" sub­
mitted to the ·dictation of a few porters in 
the railway_ service. Again, the hon. gentle­
man has trrod to cover the unfortunate posi­
tion _in which he finds himself by mying 
that m connection with the matter which is 
now under discu,sion hon. members on this 
side did not take over the reins of govern­
ment in regard to it; that they did not take 
out of the hands of the present GoYcrnment 
the administration of the affairs of this 

State. The Government say that there is 
wanting in the newspapers any evidence that 
the Opposition as a whole, or the members 
of the Opposition indivi-dually, communi­
catnd with the Prime :vi:inister of Australia 
in reg·ard to this matter. It was not our 
business to communicate with the Prime 
::vlinistor of Australia. It was the duty of 
the present Government. 

The PREMIER: \V ill you admit that you 
approv< d of what we did? 

Hox. J. TOL11IE: It was the duty of the 
present Grwernment to administer the laws 
of the State, and to sec that the King's sub­
ject i in Queensland are just as free .as the 
King's subjects are in any other parts ~f 
the British dominions to go about their busi­
ues·. The Government sat supinely by and 
ma·rle no effort to bring about improve-d con­
ditions in Northern Queensland, where they 
knPw destitution was prevailing and that 
ir-iustrv "as being demoralised. No action 
was tai;:en on their part, and they s·1t still, 
hopin£S th.·t ~.o1:wbody else would inter\"ene. 
\Ye arc' told in }Esop's Fables about a 
ftcrmcr ar.d his -on who were absolutely 
dqwnrlcnt upon their own labours for the 
cctl'17i"g un nf the OI'dinary duties of the 
farm. but if thev could get anyone else to 
do tb•' wmk for 'them they would not db it 
thems,·h-es. anJ it is just the same with the 
Premier and thoeP associated with him in 
the arlministro.tion of the affairs of this State. 
If th-·v ea n get ~onwbody else to take up the 
respor1sibi!ity of doin::- the country's war)<:. 
if it is a difficult. work the Government will 
sit by and do nothing; but all the same t~ey 
<kclaim to the public that the:; are domg 
all That it is possible for men to do. Have 
not the new' ,)"'pers of Brisbane been sa~u­
r ted with statements made by the Premier 
a- to the great efforts made by him in order 
to <a tisfadorily settle thi ,, strike? When 
the Xorrhern strike was settled the Premier 
caid. "Alone I did it, and the people of 
QuPcnsland must be grateful to me, and 
must st:lnd behind the Government because 
of the great thing~ we have done." The 
poop], of Queemland laughed th'.''' to ,,_:orn. 
(GoYcrnmcnt laughter.) 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIJ.Y, AYS : The hon. 
m• m her is vcr y sorry that the settlement 
wn~ brour,,·ht about. 

He.:;-.• J. TOLMIE: Thnt is the manner in 
which thcv have trcatf'd the whole subject 
from the beginning ; it has been to them a 
theme of amusement. They have laughed 
over the whole matter. They say that the 
Or-position are sorry that the strike ha_s been 
F·ttled. Is it not a travesty upon then own 
misconduct for a statement of that kind to 
bee made? Hon. members on this side have 
done evervthing possible to bring about a 
settlement "of that strike. (Loud Government 
laughter.) \Ve have done all that was pos­
sib:'e for us to ·do in the position Wf' found 
mu·,dvcs. \V" did not obstruct the Govern­
nJf'nt. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 
ber debated this qQcstion 
broug·ht forward la·,t week, 
intc'}d to allow him to go 
ground again. 

The hon. mem­
on a motion 
and I do not 
over the same 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: Did you not hear the 
Chief Secretary charge me directly with 
failing to ·do anything in regard to this 
ITID ttcr? 

The PREMIER : I <lid not. 
The SPEAKER: Order! 

Hon. J. Tolmie.1 
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Hox . . ). 'IOL:i\IIE: I will obev vour rul­
ing-, ~lr. Speaker, if vou tell ~e 'that the 
Chid :'-'oc:retary has 'a right to make a 
distinet ·~harge again t me. 

Th · SPEAKER : The Chief Secretary is 
out of ordn in illterjccting. 

HoN .. J. TOLMIE: It wa. not an inter­
jection; it \'>.as in t 11o cour:")'2 cf his spec~h 
that he n1ade the statcnleLt. If it v;,·~,.s an 
intcrjc·tion I would allow it to paf.s by as 
the ]dle w~ncl. This ,~-as a d!rect charge 
made> by the hon. gentleman from his place 
on the cppc, ito si{\' of the House, and I 
am cnrt-1ill that your '"~ne of justice will 
not allov· him to mako a direct charge 
-agai·_.t mo without allowing the right of 
reply. I am quite willing to a·dmit that tlw 
statement was not h<card by you, !1lr. 
bpC''lker, other\vL;o you would not prcy(•nt 
tne froL makinu a reply to it. Those ar(~ tht.' 
char:;·e, that have been 'made by the Prei!liPr 
with a vie·- to cov-ori·,g up the want d 
actio:1 cf th.: Govcrnn1ent in n~~;ard to the 
qt;o"~ior that is now before the Rouse. vVk1t 
is the i;.ue 'I It is a clear-cut ieo,ur, that 
evervone can understand. The hon. 111Cn1ber 
for ':l.Iirani sa ~s there is dietress in ?\ orth 
Queemland; that people are suffering. 

Mr. O'SuLLIYAX: He says a lot more than 
hi~ p~~nyers. 

Hox. J. TOLMIE: \Vel!. if vou sew vour 
prayers. it is not a case of '' ~righte~usness 
availing rnuch.'' 

The PREomm: There is much distrecs in 
the Oj.po,i'jon; that is what it amounts to. 

Hox. J. TOL'JIIE: He says that there has 
been hunger, bceause the people hav-e not 
been supplied with the necessaries of life. 
The Premier gets up in this Chamber and 
reads a telcgran1 that c,,_mp fron1 the 1~_1}.-or 
of Macby, addressed to the hon. member 
for Mackay, in 'd1ich he expresses thar~ks 
that there had been a temporary rclref 
g1anted to the people. BT whom? By 
private enterprise. (Hear, hear!) Private 
cntorpri-c having brought about this relief, 
the Premier stood up in his place in the 
A: 'cmbly and asked the whole world to bear 
witn·" to "-hat he had done towards giving 
that rPlief. Two ctc·1mcrs came from Towns­
ville for the purpos" of relieving the people 
of ::\l[.o.clmv; that is the substance of the 
tele:·mm ,\-hich was read by the Premier and 
sJ-fJC.•quentl~· by the hon. member for Mackay. 
\', 'oere the Government had stood supineh· 
b~- knm\ in-:; the people were starving, and 
took no antion, privnto entPrprise came to 
the re,cne; and ,,·hen the Gov-ernment was 
shamed into doing something, thee· said "\Ve 
,,_.1]1 send a eteamer from Rockhampton." 
With that measure of relief no doubt the 
J?Oople of J\Iackay will be fairly well satis­
fied. 

'.rhe PREMIER: ·what would you have done? 
Hox. J. TOLMIE: What would I have 

done? \Vhat would any honourable man 
do that had the cour" ge to do things­
instituted relief immcdiatelv. 

The PREof!ER : How? . 

HoN. J. TOL)UE: By the means that· are 
being; taken now in suppl:cing the necessities 
to the people. 
~ow ·:· e come again to another question. 

Th<) sugar-mills are ceasing to crush. \Yhv? 
The-- ha,-e not got sufficient bar;s to car.rv 
on their operation-.; and we have the Premie'r 
P'lying that he took steps in May last to 
warn those millers to lay in large stocks of 
Gags. 

[Hon. J. Tolmir:. 

The PREmER: Xo; I warned the Prime 
Minister. 

Hox. J. TOLMIE: I asked the hon. 
gentlom·an then, and I ask him now-••.-hen 
he iw,uod that "arning to them to lay in large 
··tack·, of ho :;e, did he kno ,. of the shadow 
u: der which the industr-,;- lav at that parti­
cular time; did he knoY.~ thei·e was going to 
be this strike that ha3 taken place, when 
there was that neccssit .. for it? \Vould not 
t:lc·.,..·, as ordinary careful busine:::s m·en, lay 
; n 'a sufficiency of bags to tide them over 
ire m time to time? Why should they be 
callPd upon to inn ·.t l<,rgeh- in a ~tack_ of 
mate1~ial that would mean < rp1tal lymg 1dle 
for several weeks without being utilised? 
\Vould thc~t not, as ordinTry bnsine:::s men, 
m~tke arra~1gements to gc.t their .stork.s of 
ba~s week b. wePk, fortmght hy fortmght, 
or ''month hv' month as the case might be, 
and tiwrcb,. ·save the capital which otherwise 
would be l~·ing idlr? That is what o_rdinary 
business men ,., ould do, and that 1s what 
the'·e men have boon doing right up to the 
prr,ent time; anl bPc moe this strike int0r­
,, enod and the Government took no means 
to assist the prodwocrs and the manufacturers 
-as t'oo, might have donc--tho:v have been 
landed in the position in which they are now. 

The PRE}!IER : Can vou tell me what you 
y ould have done to reJi•'Ye the situation 1 

HoOT. J. TOL::'>UE: It i· not a question of 
v.-hat y n would do; it is a question of _what 
t.11o Government ha·, failed to do. That 1s the 
question which is troubling the Gov-er_nment. 
And whv? Not because of the suffermgs ?f 
j-J e n · v]11E- who are primarily interested m 
the :tl.fr, lmv district. but because of the fact 
that the people tlir_o~u;hout the whole ~f 
.t\ustralia arc recoU'nisin:s the failure of th~s 
Gover1llnont to aclmini ,ter the affairs of th11 
State ;n the "ay in which they ought to be 
administered. It is for. that reason that 
\Yhen an"~: ar'tion o£ cnnc1Hn1J'\tion is. brought 
againf't ·~he r:;.oYei'lllll8llt tJ1 ~rcmier gets 
up in hi., place here, and pounces ur~on_ every 
nee" spa per reporter who com~s · .. ·Jthm h1s 
re,lch. I a1·,1 told that when the newspaper 
re1101't 1·::; ,ep hin1 j n the ·distance they hnrr:T 
round the C'Ol'TI''l'S; for the n'ason that thr~7 
arc tired of listenin<;" to the srtying " All th1s 
, d"e to some machination on the part of 

the Oppo~,ition in m·der to bring us into 
h~.rcputc. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 
Hox. · J. TOL:\HE: I understand, Mr. 

Sput:;cr, that m,· time has expir?d .. I am 
vcn- nrr. I c ·.nnot completfl my u.d1ctment 
uf {he f'0Ycrnmcllt. I 'iYould very rnuch like 
b rlo so. hcr:ansc the".' have signal!:; failed 
in their discharge of a public duty in this 
matter. 

:\lr. MURPHY (Rvrh): There is no doubt 
that the matt<>r which has been brought 
before the Chamher by the hon. member for 
t~inni i. a matter o( mgc_lt public import­
""' •. No·---, duriw; this debate v·e h:we had 
thc- 8tate Go;-crnn1cnt criticised ~;nc1 "';·;e have 
had the C'ommonv. ealth Government criti­
c· ed; but, in m·,. opi1oi:m, the p2ople who 
<n'C' de;::t'TYing- ~_~J Ltost ("'itic: n1 are the 
people of _\.,{stmlia, "·ho permit industries 
c' b-. clo,ed down, .uch as the sugar industr:• 
h ~Y~cn t ll ,1 c1o~+. r· at the prcs(,nf: time, 
i u·,t. be/ ;''Hi£' a --.r( +ion of the communit::/ says 
that no ship'• shall run and no trains shall 
nm, and no husinec> shall be co•1ducted. 
It is no good Parliament con idering these 
matters and filling up pages of newspapers 
and pages of " Hansard" in connection with 
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'd1e m .t:c. The people will have to trust 
themschec; they will have to step in and 
·-ay "The public business must be permitted 
to coHtiuue." '\Ye have heard a lot about 
the shippi: ~ companieo. "'ow, we will take 
the ca:c of the steamer "l'vlusgrave" that 
runs bf't~y~ een Brisbane and the Gulf, and 
Dcn·r p .. es Brisbane. On its last trip 
fr0111 the :\orth, as ~oon as it an·iyed in 
Br~ .... banc all the C'Y~'W \vere calJr:,d out 

Tlw Tnr:c•sl:RF.:\: Thre~ weeks ago the crew 
offered to re-sign on. 

Mr. }J"CRPI-n·: I met •ome of the mem­
b"rs of the crew and they never told me that. 

The Tn·· \ScRER: \Yell, they told me that. 

),; r. Jii'CRl'HY : I met some of the officers 
of the ship and the:· nev0r told me that; 
and th,__re \vas nothing said in connection 
,,-it:! the.t p rticulLr matter when the Premier 
and m:·celf discuP ·ed the positioa in the 
Gulf. 

The TR7 '.Sl-RER: Three weeks ago they 
ofL·nd to •.izn on again; and the wharf 
lab"lurc. ·' ct~er• cl to load her. 

:\1;·; ?.llTPHY: Well, that may be ~rue; 
tlw lrca~.urt•r ntay have ~tore rchablu Infor­
:nation than I olJtJined. l obtaineJ nlY 

infonr J.tiou frorn oH-Jeers of thL boat a:r~:l 
fr,Jln n1en1hers c£ the cre1.v. The faC't re1nains. 
an~-ho,~;. that the "1viusgTave" did not run 
n;J to. th_c Gulf. Xow, it is a n1utter of por­
fc--cr rnrhffercnc' to me whether it was the 
P:·r·ntief or ~b_e ~rir 0 J\Iinif-~cr -who an:ang·cd 
\''.-Ith t.ae ~n1upn:g COl·r--unv to f;t)nd the 
'' '\YoJongn ~· "thPre. \VIi.at · Parlinmenl bus 
to lD11-cider j. odly the "e p<)oplC' in --he far 
Xnrth, why the people in the inland centres 
shN1ld ·,c pl.- cc<l in the position that they 
haYc- t-J stnn-- becau~e railwav emnlovees 
won't run the _train-, or ber01use shipping em­
jJloyPc.; or sh1pownors refuse to run ships, 
The time is rapidly approaching in Australia 
''hem th great body of the people will have 
to tell ' 1

1>' .' unioni;L that thr v arc not 
h permit them to cod!pcl them 

rr· ···.c. That is tLe position right through. 
~,n' . f ._l;;: 1 ~ the_ '1ippi11g position to~day. 
I L_ r-_ \Ya:- no dJ -,Jute bcL\vccn tho Se.-, men's 
t~Eicn rr;od the ;hipping compani<o •. All the 
C:l,n' '.n~c!11ents bt)hn·cn tho:~e b·:o ha v0 be1"n 
~~ tificd, CY(~n .t J preference to unionists. 
..t.1H're ''" h no chspnt-'"', but because SO:r!.l(' rail­
" __ 1011 in ?\ c\V South \Val+:3 h~.d a dispute 

1 h ~ Go·.·erntrH'nt thev \V'.!rc in .a nosition, 
the rcprcsentativ , d tlw Trad•' and 

Lrrbour Com1eil in Xew 'Oont:1 '1,'\"olo•:, h close 
do\\·n the ·;,-hole of the shi \ni ·!r of .\us~·ullia, 
a· ~ th- )1( J~lc in t1w out,ide ,-.cntr-·s have o·ot 
to 'tO v.+;1uut pro\·i-~lo!ls jn.t in ordp_· thatt'hP 
Sea :eh n·, rnion and tho \V>.tersido Union 
n1~y bn,yc : tT1kc in ·,:v:npath5 ~-~·ith Ponw 
L"lhYd:V "'1ld tr:-t .• ..:."'.VU\" n1en in :Nc1v South 
\Y,-!1 . 

) GOYER'- ·~;:-;•r iYID!BER: Ridiculous! 

:· :r. :\IFRPHY: Ab·olute]y absurd. 

~~r. I-I. I{YAl;: y·ou are g-iving- yourself 
<: y,·:J.v "to-night. 

Mr. :C.l'CRPHY: I am not frightened to 
giYe n::·sr>lf Ul ·ay. I :un not frightene-d to 
;'-t:1nd 1lf> nnt1 f ~:v '.Vh':!t I think in c-:>nnr·ction 
IYitn V~ .,' 1 ·att, ~·.s. I aln not :riYinu- nlV:"-el£ 

:1y. Bnt the p0or, unfortun.=tte people in 
Xorth Qucc 'Island, out in the Western 
country. end the people in Macbty, and 
Bowen. and those placee, what ubout them? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: That is 
the right track now; keep to the North, 

:\Ir. ),I'CRPH Y': You never see the Secrc­
t·o.r~- fm· Public L<Lnd· getting off the right 
track. That is the pc-ition in Australia to­
day. Tltt pr•oplc arc star,·ing in ~~orth 
Quccr.;:land And in othrr part-s of ~-\ll··.tralia 
bee~-_.. use • olne dispute ba~ h ll1l1' 11('d in "\vhich 
the re not particular!~. interc t·· l. and both 
the State Pqrli,unen~ <: nd the Federal Parlia­
Inent lf:ro bein;:, cc~1tinual1:· adjonrned in order 
that hon. n1mnberJ nuty Clic,cu .s the position. 
A di'c".' .:on of the pc :tion doe· uot alter it 
at all. Tho strike cli11 goes on, and nobodv 
in this Chamber ean it•ll lL 1du:n a hoat is 
likch· to ~·o to ::\LlCT<ay, or '.-.-h0n the sugar 
milled in th' Xorthcrn dictricts will be 
>hippcJ South. Nobody con tell us when 
the I'roserpiLe sirikc will end. 

Th · TRF.ASUnEH: I c-··n tell yo)1 ' p~nn the 
Pro:3' rpino strike will end. 

:\I r. GLF.I' .clN: \Vh:v don't :;ou wake up? 
?.1r. :'IHJHPHY: A man wou:J hove to be 

pretty ·lPrpy if he was not more wide rcwake 
tlnn the hon. mc'"•bcr. I tlo not •.;ant to 
enter into a concr<JV01 '; with thn hon. mem­
b ,_. en the qu.~stion of .,., _;,kC'fulne8s. Probably 
1 _-, ,,_·ill ,_.,nt 7'J ,,·ake un ~L bit -\"- 1rn he rneets 
~- nue of the Ipswich railwa-· D1C'i1 to {iiscU'•·i 
the pe· :tion v.-hich h;s ari:;;cn there-not 
l-ncnu~" of an~- tlon "n dispute between 
thPn!selvv und GoY: l-'l!I!t•nt, bnt because 
thee· ar-c in sYrnp J-11'": ith solne striker.-. over 
in ":-.iev; South \Yalcs. Thn time has n,;ssed 
in Anstrali.1- fot ~he pcop~~ of Anstralia to 
h::1YC svmn:1thv y,-ith anv boch~ of strikers. 

:'.h. ·Grsn .. ox: You ":re ctiil aslccD 
:\1r. l\l'GRPHY: I'rul"a' l• I <lo slccn more 

t1un the hon. m<ember, becru·.c I get into bed 
'. ~tho-._t: c nying n1y pr ·:vers. and get to s1.eep 
'le quickly ns I can. (L -.ughter.) The tune 
ha, pa" cd in Australia for the general com­
rnunit - to be ('Ontinually bcggin;, ~·:1 ne ~~et ion 
o~ the co1.:1:munitv to g0 ba,-: to "\York and 
kr1cck off tarYln ·~ Other sections o£ the 
peoplP. In PYcr;- t:ltate W' ha,-e arbitration 
}a_~ ... _, under 1vhirh f:'YCYV ;-ri<:vance uffercd 
b-, worknwn r ~n be · dealt v·ith by an 
iD.11 rtial tribunnl ancl the m~tter settl0d up, 
a~l~l n~. ~ bf'ing 0 i1· serms ... ) ~- 1 (' ahc·urd that 
·,· c ·lwuld h.•\~e to be ccntinuallv cskin<r ner­
mi .·ion to 'djourn the _HoE e in order to 
di-·rL· ... .:; ~~1n1c ~<rikP qnf" hon. 

:\Ir. Gr BDSOX: After the strike is 0\-er you 
do that. 

'Yir. ::IIURPHY: The ~hipping strike is not 
· •ttled. 

:\Ir. GLEDSO:N: The shinning st:·ike is 
sc"tlecl so far a the men re eoncenwd. but 
thC' shjn11ing rom'1~Lni0s -ll'C stn:1ding ou~. 

?\I:~. ~\l L~LPI-~-"i": I lwlicvc thf' c~1nlnnncrs 
in Au +r,•li- get ,,·.c··~-thing thP~·. oskeJ for. 
Tl:L 0-oYcrr::l Jent .111;_~ 11ntt d r-:: p-c-·ud trrunnal, 
which gave them 3s. a da·· extra on the eon­
(1ition ·that th£'r(' \VD·· to ; ,, no dislocation of 
t~ade d·u{ng thfl periOd of the \Var. 

The SPE.\KER: Ord-1•! I sugge.t to the 
hon. rnembe:~ th;.t he get b1ck l0 the s,· unen's 
f::L·ike. 

::Ylr. :MURPHY: I U'<l dealing' v ith the 
seurnen, and I am clra!Cng with the trouble 
in Xr\Y Sonth \YalP:-. 

Tlw SPEA KEH : Order ! The hon. mcm­
is dealing with the eo •l strike that took 

som0 1 ~cnt.hs aro. 
Mr. :Y1URPHY: I want h conned mv 

r-C>l:rarks in thi'- w,:v. 
I-Ion. J. A. FiHELLY: "Han . .,t:rd" is 

listening. 
Mr. MURPHY: " Han·cud " li·,;tcns to me 

just as well as it does to the hon. gent] cman. 
That is one consolation for being a member 
of Parliament; " Hansard " deals with the 

Mr. Murph;y.] 
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common garden v.ariety member just as well 
as with the Minister who can drive about the 
streets in his motor-car. (Laughter.) 

Hon. J. A. FrHELLY: You must be very 
sour to-night. 

Mr. MURPHY : Getting back to the sub­
ject. Mr. Speaker has claimed that I have 
no right to deal with any strike under this 
motion, except with that relating-~ 

The SPEAKER: I did not say that. I 
said the hon. member had no right to dis­
cuss tlw 'ettkm ont of the coal strike that 
took place six months ago. 

Mr. MDRPIIY: That strike took place 
considerably longer ago than that. 

Mr. GLEDso.x: It was only eight months 
ago. so that rt was not considerably longer 
ago. 

The SPEAKER: Order! 
?11r. MDRPHY: I wae just quoting a 

settlement of the coal ,trike for the purpose 
of showing· members of the Chamber, as well 
as the people of the countrv that there was 
no justifica.tion nowadays f~; strikes at all. 

::\lr. COLLIXS: There is no justification for 
v ar. but we have a war. 

ThG SPEAKER: If the hon. member 
proc. edcd under this motion to deal with 
every strike that took placf' duri'ng the last 
five years, the debate would be considerablv 
out of order. " 

Mr. MC::RPHY: Verv wdl, I will leave 
the coal strike and l·-•av~ the railway strike. 

Mr. CooPER interjected. 
Mr. l\IC::RPHY: Because I am obeying the 

ruli'ng of the Chair. Th •t is a gentle­
manly thing to do, and probablv that is 
the difference between the hon. me-mber and 
myself. The question that has been brought 
up by the hon. member for Mirani cannot 
the Premier a .. nres us. be e-?ttled bv thi'~ 
Government, and that being so, it V.:ill be 
the duty of the peopk of Queensland to pass 
over the Queen,land Government and submit 
the matter in dispute to the Commonwealth 
Government. If the Statn Government can 
do nothing for the people of JYhcka v and 
BmYen and other places who are "being 
stan eel at the prese"t time because the sea­
men \Yill not man the ships or because the 
shipping companies will not run their shi'ps 
then the Commonwealth Government will 
have to step in and see that theee people 
are supplied with provisions, n.nd see that 
the industries are allowed to continue. \Ve 
!mow at. the .. present time that the sugar 
mdustry rs bemg hung up for want of ships, 
became the millowners a.re unrtblo to send 
their raw sugar to the refinery. I sincerely 
trust that, so far as the Premier is con­
cerned, if he finds he is unable to do 
anything to assist these people that he will 
get into communication with the Prime 
Mi'nister in order that th0 seamen's strike 
may be brought to a conclusion as speedily 
as possible. 

Mr. FOLEY: He has been in communica-
tion with him for the last month. · 

Mr: S~VAYNE (in reply): Before the 
questwn rs put I should like to sav a few 
words in reply to what has been said on the 

other side. I notice that the 
[7.30 p.m.] Premier, as usual, evaded the 

main issues that I raised. When 
I rose, I pointed out that, as far as the 
food problem was concerned, it had been 
partially met, and mot chiefly bv private 
enterprise from Townsville. I referred to 
the firms of Burns, Philp, and Co. :md 

[Mr. Murphy. 

Cummins and Campbell, who had sent boats. 
Then, as regards the sacks, I also pointed' 
out that there was a possibility of that dif­
ficulty being met within the next few days. 
After all, the most important question of ali 
was that of getting away the sugar from the 
districts whem it is produced, and, so far 
as that is concerned, the Premier utterly 
failed to make any satisfactory reply. He 
said it wao, a Commonwealth duty. I would 
like to draw his attention to a statement he 
made the other day, when I wai'ted on him 
in companr with a member of the Upper 
House. I ;nav sacc that I wished. so far as 
poc, ible, to ·divest this matter of a party 
eolour, and I got a gentleman who has 
interests in l\1ackav and who belongs to a 
non-party House to, accompany me. 

The PREMIER : I give you permission to 
use everything I said. 

Mr. SW AYNE: At that interview I 
stressed this matter of the export of sugar 
from tho North, and he then said, as he says 
now, that it is a Commonwealth matter, but 
he also said this-

" He woald use his best endeaYours to 
bring about a general resumption of 
trad,: but the carriage of sugar was a 
Corn~onwealth matter in ,,·hich he wa' 
also assisting." 

Has he during this afternoon. giYen us the 
slightest indication of any assrstance or any 
willingness to assist? No, he has not even 
said so much a· he said last Thursday. 

The Pnn!IER: l'on say all I said. 
Mr. SW A YNE : Ld the hen. member te!I 

the House straight away in what way he is 
assisting. He is doing nothing. And yet 
ho tries to make it better for himself b:1· 
saying he is a"sisting. I suppose that if the 
Comrnonv:ealth did step into the arena and 
take a h:md he \vould fall back on the state­
ment that he acs;3te-d them. 

The PRE'\riEr.: You might tell what the 
gentleman with you said about the settleme?-t 
of the Northern strike; I am sure it would 
be very interr·,;ting to the public. 

Mr. SWA YKE: I caid nothing about the 
="l'orthcrn strike, and gave the Government 
no credit whatC\·er for their action in regard 
to it. 

The PRE'\HER: Congratulated the Govern­
ment on doing well. 

Mr. SW~\. YNK: And I should not refer to 
this matter unless it \\"as a public telegram 
which was sent with the knowledge of the 
hon. member himeolf. Howeyer. if he says 
that I in any way gave the Goyornment 
credit for anythin,; j hat they did, he says 
what is not true. I g·ave him no credit 
whatever. It is a very petty plan of action 
to bring in little things like that. (Govern­
ment laughter.) The hon. member should 
be above that sort of thing. I say that, con­
sidering things in the North, it is his duty 
to help the Commonwealth Government. \Ve 
know that they haYe a very heaYy task on 
th,ir shoulders; they have the conduct of the 
war on thoir shoulders so far a' Australia 
is concerned, and they are entitled to the 
sympathetic accoistance of the State Govern· 
ment, especially seeing bow Queenslan? ~t~elf 
is concerned. The Government Statrstrman 
has published the figures relating to the sugar 
industr;.- for the last vear. I see that out 
of 169,000 acres of cane only 75.000 acres 
were harvested, less than half. Of course, 
we all know that ·every year a certain amount 
i~ not harveste-d because it represents the 
growing crop, but as a rule it is only one­
third or one-fourth. There was a hea,vy 
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loss to Queensland last vear and some of the 
Queensland producers \vere ruined through 
the inaction of the Government. Is that to 
b8 repeat·:>d? Arc we again to lose thou­
Eands upon thomands of pounds; are Queens­
land producers again to be ruined because 
of this Government'-. inaction? There is a 
4,000-ton ship alongside the wharf here. 
Let them man her and send her up Xorth 
with supplies and bring sugar back to 
Sydney in her. · 

A GoVERK~IENT ME1IBER: \Vhv not bring it 
to Brisbane? • 

:Ylr. SIV A YNE: Does the hon. member not 
know better than that? Hon. members on 
the other side who repuesent sugar district3 
know that there is no room in the . sugar 
storc•1 or the refinericd for a single ton of 
sugar. They know that talking like that 
is ,,,irnpl~- hot air. The sugar n1ay as well 
~top up North as be brought to Brisbane. 
The Quecn·>land refinery is fully occupied 
with sugar from around Bundabcrg. The 
question of the bags is one in connection 
.,, ith which the hon. member has boasted of 
h'·· foresight. Yet a Government mill, the 
Babinda Thiill. had to borrow bago from the 
Queen.J!and refinerv. Yet he boasts that so 
long a c o as Ma.y 'he forr,sa w this difficulty. 
Did he do anything in regard to it? I 

arned him in June about this financial 
business. I did not know that there were 
any strikes or anything of that kind coming, 
bnt, after ihe experience 're had last year, 
I knew it was quite posstble, and I asked hi,-,, 
then if he would make the same arrange­
Inents ns had nrC'viDu~lv been n1ade and have 
the sugar paid for. ' 

'I'he PR~~m:R: \Yhere and when did you 
want that? 

).Ir. SWAY:IliJE: In June. I a--ked the 
hon. mcmb·-r then lo arrange this matter 
which h0 boast0d a, having attended to 
within the last few days. 

The PRE1IIER : \Yhere? 
Mr. S\L\ Y?\E: \Yhen I moYed this 

motion I \«Tt awny from the small personal 
n•pect of rt. I did not s,r.Y what I had done 
or any other mcmbc·1· bad done. but if it 
comn to that I ,,-ruld like to point out that 
we hJd oyer:> rea •On for bclie\'ing that 
nothing whatcycr was done until last Thurs­
day. I asked this qLIPstion withLut notice 
last Thursday-

" \Vill he take imnl,Pcliate steps to 
reli~ve the distrc•.s in Mackay, where·, 
through the stoppage of wat0r-borne 
traffic, they are becoming short of the 
necessarir-4 o£ life?" 

It \.as a sirm1le question. and the hon. mem­
ber would surely not say "No." Surely he 
could ha Ye answered "Yes" to that. If at 
tl-at tim,e he was doing anything. that was 
an ''xceltcnt opportunitv to sa'· what he was 
doing. No. he was not' doing "anvthin" then. 
Otherwiee he could vc>ry well have got up 
and said that he was doing his best to 
relieve. the distrecs, and he was also doing 
somethmg about bags. If he had been doing 
anything, that was a friend!} question. l\o, 
he was ·doing nothing at the time. Of course. 
it is a Yery very old adage that when vo~ 
have no argument abuse yOur adversarv . ... 

'rhe PREMIER: That is what you arc "doing. 

Mr. SW A Y:!\'E : ::Ylembers on the other 
~ide are indulging in personalities and accus­
mg us of fomenting strikes and that Bort of 
thing. 

GOVERNMEXT ME:liBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. SWAYKE: I have here a "Daily 
Standard" of 3rd September, containing a. 
report of a meeting held in the Gardens here. 
I find that it was addressed by two members 
sitting on that side of the House, and Mr. 
Kirwan, , the hon. member for Brisbane, 
said-

" In ooncluFion, the speaker urged the· 
workers not to se:tb on their own party 
but to keep their industrial organisa­
tions powerful, and when the next elec­
tion came ronnel to return the Ryan 
Goyernmont--thc party that would safe­
guard the inteeects of the people and pre­
sen·e indu,trial peace by tact and sym­
pathy instc•ad of u ing the baton, the· 
bludgeon, and the machine gun." 

Is that not calculated to appeal to men's 
y,or.r't pas .. ions, particularly in a country· 
v:hore e lr<.tvo Arbitration Courts and every 
facility' to settle disputes by peaceful means'! 
The hon. membe>: did not tell them it was 
unconstitutional and advise them to refer 
it to the courts. ..'l.nother speaker was re­
ported "" follows :-

" Proceeding to discuss the strike in 
the South. he said that behind the effort 
to crush industrial organisation. wao the 
sinister motin· to introduce conscrip­
tion." 

On1Y fancv brjnging up a question of con­
scription !n this crisis. Is that the way to 
brin~f about sweet rca~onablenes' ~ 

:\[r. O'ScLLIYAX: The hipping companies 
the1nsrlYP-' \\·cnt c.n strikE:. 

:i\Ir. S\VAYXE: Thlr. Kirwan, continuing, 
also said-

.. Thev must sec to it that the work so 
nobly 'begun by \Yilliam Lane and con­
tinued by other "·as not destroyc d." 

Is not th-.t only infla1ning their passions? 
h not that inciting them to strike'? Then 
thl' hon. member for Th1ackay, instead of 
asking them to get stcan1ers to take ~up­
plies to his constitu ~nts and relieve them of 
th0 suzar stored there, addres,,ed the meet­
m" of strikers. This is a motion moyed by 
the hon. member for ::Y1ackaY-

.. That thi'. public meeting of Bri .. bane 
citizens send hearty greetings to the 
braYc men no1v on strike in New South 
\Vales, and expresses its unbounded ad­
miration of their splendid solidarity and 
wonderfnl m·dcrliness under protest and 
1nost 1-vilful provocation." 

I that ad,-ising conciliation? Yet thev have 
the effrcnterv to come here and say that 
t:w,v prevent 's'"ikes. This is a most erious 
matter, and '''e should endeavour to take 
a broa l national Yic~e of it. The hon. 
member for Burkc took the debate on a 
high plane when he stated what the g 'neral 
eff0et oi strikes woul-d be and the attitude 
of a certain section of the communitY. If 
this sort of thing is going to happen. it will 
mean thP depopulation of the North. It 
wrll meo.n that the ~ orth will be dcFcrted. 
lt will ,mean the depopulation of the most 
fruitful part of Queensland. I think this is a 
question that might be discu•sed without 
partv feeling; just because there has been 
some ·dispute in Melbourne and Sydney. and 
bec~tuse some Government employees object 
to the management in their workshops, why 
should the people of Bowen and Macka,v 
be staryed ? If they cannot got their pro­
duce away, they will have to suffer. Ti:cy 
could not get it away last year. and !he 
same thing will happen again. The people· 
cannot live up there unless they can pay 

Mr. Swayne.] 
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their way. How can they pay for the food 
-dol 1 vue to them now un:ess the; get their 
, ugar a,,. ay? .A.pparently, so far as nle!ll­
br:r- on the' oth0r side are concerned, this 
~ ~·aL ().L ~hi}1::YS can c1ntinue for rnonths, and 
they •.,-ill do- nothing. 

The Pnz:-~r~m.: I invite vou tD mention 
ever"thin[,:- th:\t rcrurrcd be'tween us In the 
ofiic · ~ 

~~\YA Y?\E: /,Jl the indu trie- in the 
:0~· a!:c JcpcllciBnt one on the other, and 
the rnoirlCli.t ycu cease to keep things going 
ar,J transit hPtween the different 
di.-< rirts, DlOu1( nt our C'ivilisation cc a· •'3. 

\Ve "·ill goi.:g lack to the old c~ttle 
stat-ic • (a:._, whGn the:; '\\'er-'' yj3ited b:. a 
bulL•c\-: :lr._cv Dnre in t',\ _;~ve n1ontL..":l. AJl our 
tran p:·. facilitic hnno been hunr:: up y;hcn 
thf'1'e 1vns no excuse for it. T~J'"'t ha·ve ·~.,heir 
Arbi~;·o·· ('ourt to refer to, a'P"i th<; are 
trr:Jtf:d p-.,~en; fairnt":iS. If thii sort of 
thing cc _tinncs, it ';';:ill n1ean depopulating 
the· .:\c1 ''- and '" ill load to unemplo,-­
nL•nt. It i a di· :-rac_eful state { f thin;·3 
\Y h~ n a Go,~e>.i'll ~1ent takes refuge under the 
pr ltr. ~ that it is son1o other GDYern~ 
!:--c~~·s to cC::o it. 

Th< I ~\i" c!IER: v,-l!at would you do to get 
tl11:~ : u <· r .-lovn1? 

;,Jr" '-T:':\F:: I would put the "\Vyan-
cll .. 1 co,_l :li·'i,m. 

Tl~~· Pt .. f-·'IER: I-Io\v , .. ·ou~d you do it? 
Tllr. ~\\L\YXE: I •.:oukl put the "Wyan· 

dra" 1~-:-::·J c nunis~:ioa ~traight av.;ay. 
Th" PRE::>.r~- R : Bu'( hn,,- would you do it? 
y,:r. S\YJ, .. YNE: If yon try you can get 

pl ent:· of voiunteers to man hor. and she \\ill 
brin de :n £84,00J '"orth of su:.:ar in ono 
lond~ ., 

Th' P ·~:JJER: \Yh .. · don't you do it' 
Mr. SWAYNE: \Vhat an admis ion 

-of \Y<'DkL The hon. gentleman al"\\avs 
trip~ to bl.-·,n1e ·~omeone else. Ho thrcn~ s 
the bhme on to the shipping companies. 
These boats c ilst £200 a da'· to run. 
and !~ '{au th·v c;--~"nnot '('e th'cir wav to 

I b·:at up and brin~.; them bade r.nlpty, 
tyo that it i' their Lult. The onlv 

v. -· to 'ft over the diiiicultv is to , end the 
1YJ,-ts '':Ith c-il'f,O and bring the sugar down. 
TlL "Sh.Jle of tho trouble aro·-e with this 
Go ·crnmcnt. It is cctUC•ccl bv their friends 
a;cd the c;~·ctem they thcm'sc!ves brought 
about-rhe '",teen of soJi.daitv. Just bcc~me 
a p:·ltr~Y di~pute occurs 1.(1' 10 n1il, s awr-y 
eve ·~,- pl hm; got to ruffcr. It is all 
brc'..; ht -lt b~ thn propa'janda tvork of 
n:1C1,1l: rs orpo..;ite. They ;:re rnaldn(~ inT:iJi-
cu cl a·~ di ·tinctions. { 

The SPEAKER : Order ! I would point 
our to the' hon. member that I etllowed him 
a w·ry 1t rlc, I of latitude in moving this 
motion. Tlw hem. member brought the 
rnotiou ft'l" .-urd as a 1nattcr of "urgLnt 
publir ~Jortan<ce," and it has been di·· 
< u , cl }n- most n::cmbor.· on both sides of the 
I~ouse, ~.,·ho hnve Lkcn the opportunity to 
.C., ~us· a r,nmbcr of other subjects as well. 
I might .ty at this stage that in future I 
·"h"ll.bc r.te'eful about acc·cpting any mo'.,ion 
th"lt '·' proposed for the purpose of discussing 
.u o£ "urg· ~nt public irnportance" if 
ill' ' t1'.c o.cJvantagc of the opportunitv 
to ha e a full dress debate on almost everv 
cub;,-t ro:uc :cod with it. · 

2\Ir. 8\YA YNE: I am replying to the 
state· 10nts made on the other side, and I was 
not <Yarc that I was going outside tho scope 
,of th:·::l' state1nenb 

[Mr. Swayne. 

T!-e SPEAKER: The hon. gentleman 
must know that in a ·debate of this kind 
opportunit~· is given to an hon. member to 
cell ·.pecial attention to an important sub· 
ject-to a matter of "urgent public import· 
anc e "-but he is not allowed to talk on 
' . c l'Y matter th ,t might be brought into such 
a rubjcct. 

:I··. SWAYNE: I have no intention of 
tr..ll ~To sing. All I wish to do is to draw 
atte11tion to the dish·,• .sful state of the North. 

ne! I 7D- pointing out tho re mlts that will 
foil from the prc-cmt attitude of tlw Go· 
','t:nm:wnt. I ''a -ctating that all thec'e things 
wore brought about by the gentlemen now 
i;~ cHi~ .. ·~ uut I v:·ill not prOC(' xl -with that 
snbjprt cny Ion ·er. I will give the Premier 
~,n ,t]wr opportunity of sho\". ing whether he 
j v;:jlijn,:r to do- .·-omething in 7h~.~ 1na.t: cr. 
\Vlwn I -·opened this debate I read a tele­
,t,;;r 11"'.1 \Yh ~-eh I rN iY"cl from a North-~rn rJill, 
fll cl tLP H1n1e teh :,rv.rn \YU, Lent to tbc 
Pr .. nier. It cor.~c:·:lc·d the question of sacks. 
I don't ,, ant to boast cf anything- t1,-,c I 

but I rr-3~7 that '\d1r·n I got th::tt 
rarn on S night it ,truck n~e 

that thC'r" ·was one omis ion, and that wa~ 
tlc'lt there v a' no mention of the quantity 
required. I wired up Rtraight away on 
Raturdw nig·ht asking whet quantity was 
required. I also rung up the traffic super­
int: r:clcnt and got a quotation for a special 

1 ~· Jn r' 1 1\Ionday. I also got a quotation 
for a special train from Sydney to Glad­
·ton \Yc found od what it wo;J]d eo t, 
a1 ' \Yirc 1 that inforn1ation up to hiackay. 
I '!WV C>·<tv th::d~ I hac1 tc; i.t!torYi>, ''" )Ir. 
Pri:;;hard. ·the r ccretal'Y of the Australian 
S:1 · ·ar Prc~1-lr,•rs' Assodat.ion. 

~I,,._- COLLIXS: I-Ic is your boss. He has 
L2 in th0 k ~Jb.'" 2ll night. t 

bY,- \YNE: I naturally wont to him 
as ~o ... "rctarv cf the organis ltion ~\·hich 
cmbc't-. nil tl]e milL, and anyone v·ill 

·huit that he tL mc•re iikely to posse's t}., 
:try knoYdccl::;e rcc-arding narks and 
-lkllie< tl: 'll an:. m, cl c. \Vh- !. '"-lS 

1no 0 n~1u;,~d tban th~:t I F:wuld go and 
':t~cit '"l~h hi:n. ·: 
Th, SPE~\KJ~r-: Order! The hon. gen~ 

'i- 1:~nl Jl I11"' cxlL\uste·d the t.wenty n1inut~s 
: ll· .r d him· b.'· the Standing Orders to 
f~Jc-~k in l'Cply to his n1otion. 

::'.Ir. SYL\YXE: I ju 't wa.nt to read a 
t-·::olcg-ran1. 

The SPE t KER : Order ! 
(>uestion-That this House do no·,v adjourn 

-put and negatived. 

ST_\.TE PRODrCE AGENCY BILL. 

SEc oxD HEAJ::n~.;-J-REsr:rrTION oF DEBATE. 

~lr. G'CN:'-J (Car, u1'r;): This Blil has 
been ; -,i]ud of frr a considerable time and 
t'wught 'f a :rood deal, and I do not know 
~Yhy it ,,-a~ not b'"Ought in long ar,-o by the 
prr· nt GoYernment, b ... ,~a use it is a 1neasure 
which we- in the forefront of their manifesto 
.,., hen t'w'" ·,",.e:lt to the countrv. The ~1ini><tcr 
•.vho intl:c.-2ueccl tb,e Bill tlie other night, 
said-

" The ·C:esire of the Bill mainly is to 
bring- the producer and consumer into 
clm·er touch. and to dispense with, as far 
as possible. the services of the middle­
man. \V e hope bv this means to acquire 
for the producer ·a better price for his 
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pro?uct, and to afford the consumer the 
urd1naL'"'\ nccc~·}ar~ej of life a.t a 1nuch 
lo,vcr Price than he has been haYing to 
pay. One; has on!:· to rettd the reports 
of thu pric~ ,, obt \lned for fruit in our 
local rnal~·;:cts-thut is the first it ern on 
,-:hich 1 s'>ctll toueh-to realise how dif­
fif'nlt it is for n1,~n tJ rnake a liYing 
out of fruit a.t r n." 

Th . ~o scntirrF'nts are Yery fine, 8'1d I do not 
r11ink anybody can disagrc•1 w1th them. No 
';1e in Queen, land C'd.ll have ano;- fault to find 
y;·ith uch senLln('nts. Tho ~-fini",tcr states, 
1:: e;,- ',, that if this Bill b ·c ·ncs law the 
fa:·nH rs will gf:'t IJJ:n·e for :h--:: 1lroducr~ and 
tho people will get thnt produce at a eh• apc-r 
price. \V e ha ·:e seen Bill" of this sort brought 
b fore the Houeo prcYiousl:\. \Y c ha.vc the 
Fu.c:·ar _t-\rquisition BiH brc,-.1ght b fo1·c u.'3, 
:: nd the VPrJ sa1nP f~~--nti1nent~ could be ex­
IJl'l' cd with rcntrd to that measure. It was 
t 'Ci' 2 the suga'r prcducer a~ equitable pricB 
fnr hi p:. .xlu( j, and to iY' th,- peo~)le of 
(iLL !un~~ all the ~u:r~·r ~hey rLquircrl, and 
lL it tc go out of t:u_'· StaJ• duri~1g a 
tir, c of war. The se ntimcnt of that Bill was 
JUSt E~re the scnt:imr n~_ Df this Bill. but 
.,-:_Pn that Bill bc''a"L' l .w ": found that our 
.<:-~·erp \verc corn1nanch~·- red under it, that our 
c· 1 t"'lo '..Tl'C' re :n:1'andrrred under it that our 
.'.~ai-r n~ .cd il'on -~;,., cornmancL-·.>rPd, und(T it, 
end th:1t an unfo,·hmatn woman living i'n the 
West had the whole of her pro pert~.' taken 
from her under it. The farmer is becoming 
very suspicious of such Bills. I have hero a 
telegram from one of th0 princip:c] fruit­
growing centres in my electorate, which reads 
as followci :-

" La;t night ~.'J.pplethorpe Fruitgro" er,' 
A' oocia tion protested ag.1 inst State Pr )­
,:uco Arcncy Bill. Plc ·lSP use this. 

"LOXGIIT:RST. 

.\n llOXOrRABLI: ~1E:\IBEH: 
\~-t: 

"Chairman." 

D:d you inspirB 

:\Ir. GU~N: :1\o, I die! net inspire the 
L·lc~ran1. I have no interest in the matter. 
It " ,,othing to me whether a S:ate Produce 
' re:; Bill is brought into operation or 

not. I u 11 not a. n1iddlc1nan, I arn a grazing 
iar:ncr, a.nd want to do ,, hat is right in the 
i"t rests of the State; but I have to take 
:~·=eo of the_ wishes of the people in m• 
"lcctcrate. J\.lany of them have spoken to m'e 
iE the same Etrain. \Vhy are they suspicious 
d thi'l Government? Because theY W'erc 
•· ho.d" before, and they are afraid that thev 
n'ay be "had" again. Their butter wa~s 
taken from them under the Sugar Acquisition 
,,et, and they are afruid of this Bill. I do 
l!ct object to th<.· principle of the Bill; I do 
l!ot nbjeet to the Government buying farm 
produ-~e and ret:tiling it again i'n Brisbane, 
Lut I am £raid that if the Government take 
up thi · nmtter more public servants will bo 
required, that the GoYernmcnt will exerciw 
p.:tnm:ce in allotting new billets. and that 
t]p far:ncr' will have to pay more for the 
, ·de of thoir produce through the Govern­
:no~.t a!l'.ncy than they would have to pay for 
i ., t:ah• by a priv~lte agency. I an1 aJraid 
, ' 0 that there will be 1nore inspectors and 

further taxation. I do not know how it is, 
but it is a fact that whenever the Govcrn­
::wllt undertake anything of this kind they 
can·~v out the busineoqs in a 1nore extra vaga.nt 
mannN than private indiYiduals do. The 

fact is that corporations cannot carry on such 
busine .,,,., as well as private indi,·iduals. 
It secn1' to nw that this 1neasurc is a­
sort of decov held out to the farmer. I 
l'C:'~ilCrribcr thvat \\·hen I was a young :tcr it 
was m•· duty to look after s~me horses. \Ve 
had wliat w~s called a ''nig-ht " horse. \Yhen 
I went to catch thc.c night hm '·' in the 
n1.orni:ng I 1::.1an> r.-ed very successfully for the 
Ill· c two or three mornings, but after a time 
l fcund I had to take a bit of bread in one 
lwn c and the bridle ia the other. and to 
hdd th .. bridle l• hind mv bark. bcrmc·o if 
tl;c- horse saw the b:·iclk I had on chm:ce of 

hirn. I 1nigl:t hold out th2 br0ad 
and '' Coop, coop, cocp," but I would 
not get the hor.,c. (Laughter.) S'J it :eems 
to me th. t the Gc,-, :Tntllllt prc <'Dt this. 
ra c 'll' to thr' far:-ler3, b,It nre carrying the 
Lr:dlc bc,hind th-,ir back and saying "Coop, 
coop, coop " to the farr:1cr, ~,. ho is not there. 
CL J~ htP:c.) Th(':V hP.vo L;.:·tr!.0 d ~t<:lLC u:ions, 
SJ dt-· ho-~.- h~. Sb:tto ;,:-,'\YrnilJ .~, State butcher-·' 
-hop·~, and St·tt" coaln1ine~~. and th~ y have aL~o 
F~ar+r d der 1,ing· i'n butt:•r. \Vhy did they not 
, tart a State- produce ag0ncy? Thf _P \Vas 
nothir g to prevent 1 h-_'m doing so. ..:\.11 the 
ap-C'nei. s I havo rpfen'{'d to v.-erc started 
"·ithout a Bill of this kind, and they do not 
ne<·d thi '· Bill to sbrt " State prnduce 
agenc;·. H it was legal to sbrt all those 
t."' her t?llL':'rpriscs, it is lr ~~a.l to ~tart a State 
1 -r ):..l.uc:• D.f' :!C!'· If those oth'-r incln trios 
"·Cl\' ctarted illegally. then the bcFt thi'w:;· the 
Govcrun-:nt can do is to logali-·::- thrrn Lefore 
tlu'V ~:8rt a nC'\V bu·oinc~'. Thf' ::.\-linif'tt>r for 
~-\g;·icultur0. in th0 course of his ~r>cond 
rce.din cpee"h on this Bill. S· id-

,, Dnder thio :3ill th~ Govcn10r in 
Council ,vill have p,·Jwer. by pro ·lanl<1-
tion, to dcdaro that this, that. or the 
cothc'r it-~m comes '" ithin the s··:>pe of 
thi-, rnoasure." 

That means that he cfln do an:vthin ·:· and 
cvcrvthing under this mcasm·e. that hP can 
both' bu;' and cell, axd yet we have another 
Bill coming along-a Bill to license procll-ce 

agents; but in that Bill the agent 
[8 p.m.] is not allowed both to buc' and 

sell. The Government, however. 
under this Bill arc allm\"d both to bu:: and 
Fell. Under the Bill there is no• '1i1·g to 
prevent the Government from stRrtiJ:,::- two­
''P schools. joy chops down in Albcrr strcet, 
or ''nything- else they like. It is brought 
forward, I think. principally as a way of 
abP,ing the middleman. I do not know why 
it is that it is popular always to say some­
thing nasty about the middleman. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICT:LTri:E: Did I 
abuse the middleman? 

Mr. GUXN: No, you did not abuse him: 
but I think this method of legislation is 
brought in on a plank of the red book which 
is the Dible of the Labour party, and Il· 
there talks about the perquisites of the 
middleman. The middleman in monv walks 
of life is a very useful man. I ani not a 
middleman myself, and I can sec th.ot some 
credit is due to the middlernan. Is not the 
storekeeper a middleman, and a useful mem­
ber of ,,oeictv? \Ve could not do without 
the storekeeper. Then t·here is the hotel­
keeper. Some people think that hoteL; are 
not wanted at all; but I think that the hotcl­
ke0per sometimes is a Yery useful middle­
man. Then there are the bakers. How could 

Mr. Qunn.] 
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we do without bakers to bake our bread? 
Thev are middlemen. Then there is another 
class of middlemen, which I think my hon. 
friends opposite will agree with me are very 
Hseful men, and they are the union 
<>rganisers. The union organisers are noth­
ing else but middlemen, and they are like 
<:>ther middlemen. The union organisers 
<:>ften have better positions and salaries, and 
freedom from the worry of buying or selling 
<>r ,illing the soil, and do better than the 
real producers. In the same way, the pro­
-duce agent in many cases does better than 
the farmer; so that if it is right in one <·gse 
it is right in the other. If you can abolish 
all union organisers an-d all middlemen, and 
carrv on without them, \vdl and good, but 
I do not think vou can. The middleman is 
a very usefnl 1n~an in society. 

Instead of bringing forward a Bill like 
this, which is only window-dressing, there is 
plenty of scope for the Government to help 
the farmer. \Ve have had a surplus crop of 
maize this year. If a private individual 
conscn-es a lot of the maize in tanks and 
seals it down, when the next drought comes 
along and he sells the maize at a profit he 
is called a profiteer, and is described as a 
man who is 11 sort of parasite on society. 
If the Government want to help the farmer, 
why do they not buy corn at the current low 
value, and keep it and distribute it in the 
next drought? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Do you want 
o make the Government parasites also? 

'Hr. GUNN : This Bill will make them 
parasites. The Labour party always abuse 
anvbodv who conserves corn or wheat until it 
is ]:equlrcd, and then gets a bigger price for 
it Somebody has to do it, and why do the 
Government not take the matter up? They 
need not make much money out of it; they 
-can sell it at cost price if they like; and 
they would be doing a great thing for the 
people of Queensland. Lucerne hay is often 
vm;y cheap, and then a drought may come 
round; and if the Government conserved it 
until a dry time came along and snld it at 
·cost pri cc to the people they would be doinf!' 
a good thing for the country, instead of 
bringing in Bills that are of no use. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICCLTcRE: Tlwv can 
·do it nnder the Bill if they choose. · 

Ml'. GUNX: Then I noticB that on page 
1002 of " Hansard" the Sc-cretal'y for Agri­
-culture says-

" \Ye shall want an up-to-date canning 
factor:.·, which will cost a very consider­
able sum indeed. It would be futile to 
start a canning factory unle,Qs it ~\~,as so 
up to date in all respects as to enable 
this State to put on the market gooch 
equ .. l to those produced in Hawaii, which 
I believe has the best character in the 
wol'ld for canned pineappks." 

If that WGS taken up by the individual. he 
would go in a humble way, spend a few 
hundred pounds in simple machinery, and 
gradnally build up the undertaking from day 
to da} until the industry flourished. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICCLTcRE: \Vhat 
will become of all the pineapples the soldiers 
will raise? 

Mr. GUXN; I will come to that directlv. 
The Government could start in a humble way 

[Mr. Gunn. 

like private people; but no, they are going 
to spend a lot of public money in up-to-date 
machinerv. 'Vhat are they going to do when 
they gef soldiers growing pineapples at 
Beerburrum and fruit in the Stanthorpe 
di~trict? Where are they going to sell the 
pineapples? They have to compete w1th the 
world. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Yes, and 
our pineapples are the best in the world. 

i\Ir. GUN~; Our pineapples may be the 
best in the world, but thoy are not put up 
the che11.pest in the world. We have to com­
pete with Honolulu and other countries 
which employ black labour at a low rate of 
pay, and we shall find that our pineapples 
grown at Be0rburrum and other places, if we 
get the Government canning factory estab­
lished, will not be able t<> competo with those 
in other parts of the world. After the Aus­
tralian market is supplied there will be no 
market outside, because we cannot compete 
with pines conserved with blark labour in 
other countries. 

The SECRETARY 
think Australia a, 

FOR AGRICC:LTURE ; 
poor country, then. 

You 

:VIr. GDNN: I do not think Australia is a 
poor country, but I think that Australia at 
the present time clnnot compete in the 
manufacture of goods of any sort with black 
labour in other countries, if our goods are 
to be exported from Australia. vVe have 
had an example of these national under­
taking-; in \Vestern Australia. where they 
have failed; and thev failed in South Aus­
tralia and I\ew South \Vales. In Victoria 
they have State C'oalmines, and they have 
"" strike about seven days a week there. 

1\lr. CARTER; :'\ine ont of every thirteen 
industries are paying in ~ew South \Valt>s. 

l\lr. GUXN; I know that a great number 
are closing down in Kew South \Vales. 

~>1r. POLLOCK: Give us the proof. 

Mr. GUKN: Yon will sc0 it when the 
report of the Auditor-General of New South 
\Vdes comes out. I will read it in the 
debate on the Financial Statement. This 
Bill is, in my opinion, only an election 
dodge. My electors are afraid that if this 
State market comce into vogue it will mean 
that it will kill their co-operative concern. 
The0• are very proud of their co-operative 
company, and of the jam factory which they 
have started. They are afraid that there is 
not room for the lot of them, and that if the 
State starts this undertaking with its expen­
bive machinery, and comes into competition 
with them, their concern will go down. Co­
o)wration, as far as the farmers are con­
C'erned, is the best mothod of dealing with 
produce sales, because they get the profi~s 
'he a\T,ent gets. If the Government carry 1t 
on they will have to pay public servants. 
The farmers can do better under co-operation 
than the Government can do. I am not 
going to vote against the second roading of 
the Bill, as it may be knocked into eome sort 
of shape in Committee; but at present there 
i-; nothing in it. If the Government wanted 
to carry on an agency, there was no occasion 
for the introduction of this Bill. If they had 
power to do all the other things I have 
mer,tioned, they have plenty of power to 
carry on a State agency without this Bill. 
They have been in power two and a-half 
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-;-cars and have done nothing at all, although 
it was on the forefront of their platform 
when they went to the countrv. I would 
like to point out in conclusion that-

" The cocky stirred 
Is an angry bird, 
And the cocky ;;cared 
Can't be snared 
Bv Produce Bill 
01· any other Bill." 

'(Laughter.) 

l\Ir. LA::\'D (Balonn!): A big section of the 
public, '"pecially the farming section, have 
hPen looking forward to a measure of this 
kind for a nuuber of years. It is " well­
known fact in this business that the oroducer 
has always had to suffer. He does not get 
the ])rice, or anything like the price, he 
should get, c · pecially when you take into 
consi-deration the price which the consumer 
has to pay for his produce. 1fy principal 
r0ason for speaking on this rneasurc is to 
make rdcrence to meat. 'Cnder this Bill. if 
it becomes an Ad, it could be applied to 
anything, and I think it i,, about time that 
something was done in connection with con­
trolling the price of mc,at. I think it is a 
Yery great shame indeed that the people of 
Quepnsland should be paying the price they 
are paying in a country like thie., where meat 
is so largely produced. I suppose there are 
more cattle in Queensland, in proportion to 
its populatio!1, than there are in <tny other 
State, and there are quite enough sheeD to 
supply the people of Quef'nsl,and with mutton 
at a fair price, leaving any amount of sheep 
to <'xport. 

Mt·. ::YloR•'}A:\: Is not' meat a lot cheapf'r in 
thi' State than in any othf'r State in Aus­
tralia? 

Mr. LAXD: That is onlv for the rea"on I 
have .in•t stated. Meat produced in Queens­
land is nothing like as chf'ap as it ought to 
be. If the price of beef in Quef'nsland to~day 
wa-; fair one. it ought to be four or five 
times as cheap as it is in othPr parts of 
Amtralia. I have pointed out before, and I 
\vill point out again, that it is not a fair 
thing- at all for Queemland to be supplying 
the British Gov<'rnment with meat at 4i\d. 
when thC>y are charging t\vice as much, or 
more, for the same article in Queensland­
not a:, p-ood an m·ticle. in fact, became the 
bc't me.ct lf'aves our eountrv and the worst 
nlt:a t r-E'n a ins here. 

2'.1r. ::Y1oRGAo;: Thf' State shaDs are getting 
the meat for 3d. upwards. 

Mr. LAND: There are onlv 12.000 tons of 
meat arranged for in Queensland at 3d. 

Hon. \V. D. AmiiSTRONG : Then you could 
not use it all. 

::'dr. LAND: If I haC! mY wav. the whole 
of the meat used in Qupen'l".nd would be 
sold at very little mor<' than 3d., and every­
body would get it at a fair price. Que<'ns­
tand has built up the pastoral indusb;y suc­
cessful!,·, and th<: price has never been any­
thing like it has been during the last two or 
ihn'e years. 

2\Ir. Jl.fORGAN: The exl)enses are greater. 

:Y1r. LAKD: The rents are no more to-day 
than ever they, \Vert'. 

Mr. MoRGAN: The worke,rs are getting 
;r:tore money. 

:VIr. LA="D: An ordinary knockabout man 
used io get £1 10s. per week, and in 1874-5 
wool brought 4d. and 4~d. per lb. To-day, 
nnder the award, that same workman gets 
£2 Ss. per week, and the wool to-day is 
bringing four, five. and six tin1es as much as 
it din then. It is ,all bunkum: it is not 
corr0ct to s<1y that the pastoral industrv 
suffers to-day, or ewer did suffer, from the 
amount of rental for land or wages uaid to 
the workc'r. Now, there is somethinp- wrong 
that could be put right. The State GoYern­
ment cannot put it right, and the Federal 
Government won't put it right. I am going 
to quote a price list-the last price list fixed 
hy the Federal Government for beef and 
mutton in Quec,nsland. I am also going to 
quote the price list of the State shops. 

Mr. MORGAX: Oh, yes: but they get their 
meat for 3d. It is not fair. 

}lr. LAXD: They don't do anything of 
the kind. There were only 12,000 tons of 
m<'at arranged for at 3d. in Queensland. 

.:VIr. MORG.\X: Well, they are using that. 

Mr. LAND : I can assure vou thev don't 
get their meat for 3d. \Vhat is the use of 
saying they get it for 3d. when they -don't? 
They have had to buy cattle. That is no 
argument at all. The fin<1ncial institutions 
in Brisbane to-day are resnonsible. The~· 
rigged this market; anybody can see that; 
you can go out to Enoggera any tin1e you 
like, and you will never see a surplus of 
cattle or sheep there-you will never see that 
market glutted. 

Mr MoRGAN: Whv did the Gow·rnment 
send 2\Irs. Duncan's cattle OYer to South Aus­
tr<tlia a few weeks ago instead of to Bris­
bane? 

Mr. LA""D : I sav that with the price of 
cattle, and sheep in the Brisbane market. the 
priYate butcher cannot make monec,- out of 
it: I know that. You cannot make monev 
out of mutton if you pay 6);d. per lb. for it. 
Dnt there ie no logical reason why that 
should he. if the market was not rigged. 
Look at the reports; look nt the divi-dends 
and the profits which are mane hy the finan­
cid institutions in Bri~ban<:, who run eYerv­
thjng. and the pastoral compJonit: It does 
not matter what anybodv savs about it to the 
contrary. I will qliote this.' and I will show 
what an unfuir thing it is. and how it is a 
thing which nobody should favour. You send 
soldiers a.wav and leave their dependents 
here. Look at the nrice you charge his wife 
al1d children, and the people of Queensland. 
\Yho own the ,tack! Yet the financial institu­
tions claim to he patriotic ! They are nothing 
of the kind. Thev are not even loyal. (Go­
vernment hMr, hears ') Could the Germans 
do anvthing· worse? ::'\ot a bit. Now. I 
intend. to ~cad this m·ice list to show the 
nublie of Queensland the prices fixed in 
Queen•,land-the latest l)roclaimed m·ice of 
meat by the Commonwealth of Australia. 

"The maximum retail cash prices at 
which the undermentioned goods mav be 
sold ' over the block ' throughout Queens­
land bhall, until further notice, be as 
follows:-

" Brisbane and suburbs, within a 
ranius of 10 miles from General Post 
Office and within the town of Ayr, 
Charters Towers, Blackbutt, Esk, Fassi-

M'r. Land.] 
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fern, Ipswich, :\fount 1\Iorgan, Rock­
hampton, Sandgate. Toogoolawah, Towns­
villc, and \Yynnum :-

B0ef (frP'lh or chilled)-

Roast, sirloin, 8d. per lb. 
Roast, prime rib, 6~d. per lb. 
Roa,t, chuck rib, 5d. per lb. 
St"ak, fillet, lOd. per lb. 
Stc~k. rump, 9d. per lb. 
Stelk, beef, 7d. per lb. 
Topside, 7d. per lb. 
Corned round, 7d. per lb. 
Corne··l brisket, bone in . .;~d. pE'r 

lb. ; b( nf'cl, 5~d. per ]b. 
Corned ox tongue. 6d. per lb. 
Raw• •res, 6d. per lb. 
::\Iincp, 5d. per lb. 
Shin bee£, 4,\;d. per lb. 
Ox kidneys, 6d. each. 
Ox tails, lOd. and ls. each. 
Oo;c skirts, 4d. per lb. 
Ox chePks. 4d. per lb. 
Ox hearb, 2d. per lb. 
Suet, Bel. per lb. 
Gravy beef, 6d. per lb. 

Mutton (fresh or chilled)­

Legs, 7}d. per lb. 
Shoultlers, 5~d. per lb. 
Hindquarters, 6:\;d. per lb. 
Forequarters, 5d. per lb. 
Loins with kidney suet, 7d. per lb. 
Loins without kidne.f suet, 8d. per 

lb. 
Breast, 4d. per lb. 
Con1ed brcn,st, 4!d. per· 10. 
Xccks, \vhole 6d., necks prime end 

7±d. per lb. 
Shoulder chops. 6}d. per lb. 
Loin chops, 8~d. per lb. 
Cutlets, 8d. per lb. 
Sheep kidnroys, ld. each. 
~h '!ep tongue3, 2~d. each. 

" In addition to the above prices }d. 
per lb. mo.y be charged for delivery and 
an additional ~d. per lb. for booking." 

Tha" s• ,,ds b,~d up to 11-d. and mutton up 
to 9d. 

"At ull oth~1· places outside the areas 
mentioned above, whore, prior to the 
date of this order, local conditions in 
regard to freight on stock, and charges 
f0r droving, etr., rendered it necessary 
th .. t prices higher than above prices 
~honld be eh r:;·ed for these goods, such 
char,,,os may be added to the above 
pric-es; such incrcf'.SC not to exceed one 
penn:· per pound." 

That brine:' it up to ls. per lb in some parts 
cf Queensland. 

" The above prices have been fixed for 
beef by the 15th. 23rd, and 38th orders 
unde1· !he Queensland Control of Trade 
Act of 1914 and for mutton bv the Com­
monwealth pric(Js order Xo. '33 of 14th 
September, 1916." 

[ ..J1 r. Land. 

::'{ ow I want to quote the State prices, which 
arP as follovvs :-

Qn:EXSLAXD STATE BcTCHERY. 
(RETAIL DEPARniEXT.) 

I-I d Shcp-Ronn street, Brisbane. 

BraJCehes-King Edward Chambers, 
\Yickham street, Valley, Fivev;ays, 
Y~'onlloongabba, Latrobe terrace, 
Paddington. 

Price List. 

Roast, sirloin 
Roast. prime rib 
R<vst, chuck rib 
Steak. fillet 
Rtcarn, run1p 
Steak, beef ... 
Topside (in piece) 
Corned round ... 
Corned brisket 
Cnrnc·l ox tongu' ; 
Gr.cv~· meat 
P:~usagf''' 
~iince 
Shin beef 
Ox ;;;kirts 
C>x chc•drs 
Sn: t 
Ox kidnev J 

Ox tr,ils 
nx hearh 

~Iutton--

LP" 
:'\houldcr, 
I-Iinqnnrtf,rs 
Pore 1nar~ers 
I~oins .. 
Br,_,ft',tg 
Cntl<b 
Chops, loin ... 
Stewing chops 
Sheep tongues 

Per lb. 
il, 
6! 
4! 
3;c 
s' 
7! 
5! 
5 
51, 
3i 
6' 
5~ 
5 
4 
4 
4 
3 
6 
5 

10 
6 

Xow, I will gin' the~ latest price list that I 
leave receiYod- from C::unnamulla-

s. d. 
Be('£-

Fillet steak 0 7 per lb. 
Rump steak 0 5 
Beef-teak 0 4 
~au-:,agt·,, 0 4 
}tfJncemcnt 0 4 
Corn round 0 5 
Corn beef 0 3 
Rib roast 0 4 
birloin roast 0 5 
Ox tongue 0 6 
Ox hils 1 0 each 
Ox kidneys 0 6 

St~t Brains ... 0 6 

Mutton-
Loin chops 0 4 per lb. 
Rib chops 0 4 
Leg mutton 0 J. 

Shoulder 0 4 
Corn mutton 0 4 
Sheep heads 0 6 ea~h 
Sheep kidneys 1 0 dozen 
Sheep tongues 2 0 

If cvervthing waA fairly and squarely ar­
rano-ed 'in Qiwensland to-day, we could get 
beef and mutton at a fair price, and, after 
rc3Crving- what we required far our own use, 
we could supply !he rest of th0 S~ates and 
Great Britain. In Cunnamulla there are two 
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bu~chers who hav.e been selling at the above 
P:'J?ee for some tune, but under present con· 
dJtions they are losmg, and I only wish the 
State Government was able to go into this 
matter in such a. way that the people of 
Queensland would be enabled to get meat at 
a reasonable price. In reference to the ques­
tion of cold storage for farm produce the 
san;G thing could apply on our railways, 
;"hiCh would enable the people to get meat 
m any part of Queensland at a fair price. 
There are some places in my electorate where 
they have had no meat for the last year or· 
two, but I am glad to say that the Minieter is 
giving relief in that direction by enabling 
butchers to start busine•s under the old 
Act in places where there is no butcher shop 
a.-c the present time. That is to sav, any 
!!'an who. makes application for a slaughter· 
mg yard m a place where there is no butcher 
shop at the present time, can get a license 
to slaughtt'r and sell under the conditions 
that o:ictcd before the present Act was in 
force. I ):lop.e in that wa~· the people in the 
outs1de d1strrcts who ha,ve been suffering so 
long will get rclid. 

::vir. GRAYSO:N (Cunningham): 

Mr. CIJLLINS: Anothor middleman. 

:VIr. GRA YSON: The hon. member for 
Bowen interjects "Another middleman." I 
should like to inform the House that I have 
not one penny inYcstc-d in any business in 
Queensland. 

Mr. PETERSO~: Have :you an:v share·, in a 
mill? 

Mr. GRAYSO?\: Not even in a mill and 
I think that should satisfy the hon. m~mber 
for Bowen and the hon. member for ::'\for· 
man by. 

Mr. PETERSO:-c<: One of my conetituents who 
came from Cunningham told me that he dealt 
with you. 

Mr. GRAYSON: Fifteen vears ago I was 
in business in \Varwick. " 

Mr. CoLLIXii: And made your fortune in 
it and rfJtirod. · 

:\lr. GR_\,YSOX: As a member re·>rescnt­
ing a farming constituency. I am iudincd to 
view this Bill with SL"picioi1. I am out every 
time to assist the farmer to get an easy 
market for h1s produce, and not only an easy 
market but a market. where he will be able 
to realise the full price of the article that 
he offer,. for sale. The Minister for Agricul­
ture, when introducing the Bill. explained it 
most fully, but at the same time he stated 
that the intention of the Bill v. as to secure 
for the producer ,.a better price for his pro­
duce and also enable the consumer to get it 
at a lower rate. I do not know whom the 

hon. member refers to as the 
[8.30 p.m.] middlemen-whether he refers to 

the old·estahlished firms in Bris· 
bane for the last forty years.. I know firms 
who have l:wen dealing in produce for the 
last forty years, and I have never heard · 
farmers saying that they have been illtreated. 
They have never been brought up before the 
court for trying to defraud farmers. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICUI,TURE : 'I'hoy 
will not be debarred under this Bill from 
dealing in produce. 

:Yir. GRAYSON: So that, in my opinion, 
th0 middlemen, if those arc the middlemen 
to whom the hon. member refers ha,ve no­
thing whatever to fear from the 'passing of 
this Bill. My opi.nion, as an old business 
man, is that the Government are entering 

1917-3 V 

into one of the most difficult businesses to 
manage upon which any Government or an~ 
indiYidual could enter. Their difficulty will 
be in securing a suitable man to manage the 
business. It has been the difficulty of co­
operative companies which have been sta,rted 
in Queensland-of getting a, man of proper 
business acun1en to manage an intricate ~busi­
ness like that. 

This Bill was promised during last elec­
tion. I know that on nearly every platform 
Labour n)embers promised that this would 
be ono of the first Bills the Labour party 
would introduce when they assumed office. 
\\' e find that after two and a-half years 
they are introducing this Bill. What is the 
object of introducing it in the last session 
of the pr<'sent Parliament? It is that when 
they appear before the electors they will be 
able to tell them that they have passed a, 
Bill to enable them to get hi"gher prices and 
eliminate the middleman. 

If the Government are in earnest, there 
arc much better ways than this of assisting 
th<' primary producer. One way in which 
tlwy can benefit the fruitgrower is by estab­
liQhing canning a.nd fruit prescrvi'ng works. 
If thu Gov<>rnment arc in earnest in assisting 
the fruitgrowcr-as they have stated on 
,.,vnal occasions on the floor of this House­
"-ould it not hRve been better businecs on 
their part to cxrwnd the £19,000 they spent 
in building a State hot0l upon a fruit 
( anning :1nd preserving works here in Bris­
bane. which would s.;ve thousands of pounds 
to t2w fruitgrowcrs annually in Queensland? 
Had the Govcrnm<>nt been in earnest, that 
i' one of the verv first establishments they 
might haYe starte'd. They have had ample 
opportunity of doing so. They have been 
two and a-half years in office and they have 
dmw absolutely nothing by way of assisting 
the prima.ry produc!'r .. This Bill, in my 
n1)inion, is onl.'f \vindoy; dressing. There is 
absolutclv no business meant in it. There is 
one mcn~ber who sits on the front Treasury 
lwm hes. and is not in his place now, who 
kno\vs there is no bu--iness in jt. 

:\lr. f'OLEY: That. is nasty. 

:\Ir. GRAYS0:\1': It is not nasty. it is 
nbsolutdy true. The :Minister for Agricul­
tnr<', or any man with any business 
"ap"city. reading this Bill, will at once 
admit that there is no business in it, because 
it is absolutely impossible for on<' Govern­
ment.. or any one firm to cope with the great 
volume of produce in Brisbane. Th<:>.y have 
alr~t: !,, stated that thev do not intend to 
make ·it a, monopolv. C~rtainly not, because 
I am certain they would not have the busi­
JWSS capacity to manage the business. Talk­
ing of assisting the farmer ! I should like to 
know in what way the Government have 
a,;sistt'd the maizcgrower in Queensland. We 
all know that maize production in Queens­
land is very great and that mor<' maize is 
produced in Quecmland and =" rw South 
\Ya]ps than in all the other States of Aus­
tralia. In my opinion, if the Government 
wish to assist the primary producer, particu­
larly the maizegrower, they should fix the 
price for maize in Queensland. It would be 
a very easy matter for the Minister for 
Agriculture and the Minister for Agriculture in :'few South ·wales to fix th" price at, say, 
3s. 6d. to 4s. per bushel. 

:Mr. PETERSON: Supposing they would nob 
,. agr0e. Why did not Hughes do it? 

Mr. Grayson.J 
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Mr. GRAYSON: Mr. Hughes had abso­
lutely nothing whatever to do with it. 

Mr. PETERSON: Why di'd you oppose the 
wheat pool? 

Mr. GRAYSON: When this cockatoo stops 
talking I will proceed with my speech. I 
think it is just as well for parrots on the 
Government side to keep quiet instead of 
interjecting about matters thev know abso­
lutely nothing about. Some hon. members 
know more about how to plane a board or 
erect a skillion kitchen than to talk about 
agricultural produce. I am speaking a-bout 
maize production, and we must all admit 
that it is a very important item. ·when we 
have a failure of the wheat crop, ma.ny 
thomand" of acres are planted with maize 
in exc0ss of what is planted in ordinary 
yea.rs. I believe the Minister for Agriculture 
would be in sympathy with the views I 
express, .and there is nothing to hinder 
him and the Minister in New South Wales 
from fixing a price of 3s. 6d. to 4s. for all 
ma.ize produced in those States. In my 
opinion, too. the duty on maize into Aus­
tralia i3 too low. It is lO~d. per bushel, and 
the maize that is imported into Australia 
comes principally from the Islands, where 
it is grown by black labour hich costs from 
ls. to 2·. per week. Repreo,E'ntations should 
be madu bv the Governnwnt to the Common­
wealth Governm0nt with a view to inducing 
them to increase the tariff on imported maize 
to ls. 6d. a bushel. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: \Vhy do 
vou not a.sk Littleton Groom to do that 9 He 
Is your favourite repre·.entative. 

Mr. C::RAYSON: I really believe that Mr. 
Groom is in agreement with the views I 
express, but it y,-ould be better for the 
Queensland Government to approach the 
Federal Government than for him to do it. 

Mr. CoLLINS: You do not believe in price­
fixing. 

Mr. GRAYSO:i'\: I do believe in price­
fixing; that is to protect the maize­
g-roy, ore of Queensland. I say that that 
i an indu<;try that should re-ceive <every 
co1sideration. Several !.~.lembers opposite 
hove asked me about the whcc,t pool. I 
am pnpar0rl to f.tand by the action I took 
in connection with that wheat pool. I 
opposed the cr0ating of th0 wheat pool in 
Queensland, and I am still opposed to it. 
and the position I took up on that matter 
he' bc>en confirmP-d b,- the conditi'on of the 
wheat market to-day. ·To-day there are very 
f0w farmers who have got wheat Yvho are not 
able to dispo e of it. 

The PRE'\!IER: \Ve made an arrang0· ·lent 
with tlw millers. 

:tlr. GRAYSON: I admit that on se• era! 
oc··asionf the Premier has shown himself to 
be in entire sympathy with th., wheat­
gro·. rs:, and I haY• nevE'r hc•"itated to :;i\~r­
~he PrPmier credit for that. 

The PR-.'\!IER : Y on admit th.t t our recent 
,,rrcnQ·emcnt with thf' milkrs greatly assisted 
the v;hr·atgrower. 

Mr. GRAY80N: I do thJt say that. (Go­
vernment lv.u)!htCl·.) I do not think that any 
action the Premier took with the millers ha·d 
the slightest effc,ct. bccc<usc the millers di·d 
not takn any notice of him. {Government 
laug-hter.) 

The PREliiiER: Didn't they arrange to buy 
the wheat immediately .afterward.;? 

Mr. GRAYSON: I can give the reason 
for that. The reason was that the millers 

[Mr. Grayso.:t. 

saw thcrP was going to be a complete failure 
of the incoming wheat crop in Queensland, 
and thf'Y are anxious to secure all the wheat 
that is left on the hands of the farmers. 

The PRE:lliER: It was a striking coinci­
d,mce that that h"'ppcnoo at the same time 
a3 my interview with the millers. 

:"lr. GRAYSON: I do not think that the 
Pr0mier's interview with the millers had 
anything to -do with it. Members opposite 
asked me about the wheat pool. I acted 
under instructions from my electors in the 
Cunnincrhnm electorate in connection with 
the matt('I". 

Mr. 0.\RTER: Not all of them. 

Mr. GRAYSON: 1 am certain that 95 per 
cent. of the wheatgrowers in the Cunning­
lwm electorate are cpposrd to a pool, and 
it is my duty to do as the_,- ask. What 
does tlw hon. member for Port Curtis know 
.v.bout wheat? I haY>' been living amongst 
the whE':ttgrov.,•rs all m~· life, and I know 
their wishes. If we had a record wheat crop 
in Quecn"lRncl. then it woul-d. perhaps, be 
beneficial to enter into a wheat pool. The 
:Minister. when speaking, said the farmers 
eau ld gc'r better prices under this Bill for 
their p~oclucc and the consumer would get 
cheaper food. 

The Src'RE'!'ARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Don't 
you belie' c that? 

::\h. G RA YSON : I am sqrprised to hear 
the hon. gentleman make an interjection like 
that. I woul·d like to knm;- how the con­
sunlC'l' is g Jing to get his produce cheaper. 

The PRE'\IIER: By abolishing the middle­
nuut. 

::\Ir. GHA YSO:i'\: Hon. nwmbere opposite 
are a.,',un1fn1:, that thP produc(' agents in 
Brisbane arc:~ n1aking in11nense fortune', out 
of ihc f·rm"' . :i'\inety pc1· cent. of the 
JH'crlucc consigned to Brisbane is sold by 
pnblic au('tion in thr- n1arkets, and among::;t 
tho~0 is a co-operative fir1n known as the 
Fanners' Distributing Company. That corn­
par, is doinr: a l0rqc busine:-e~. in selling the 
far"'l~'''s' pro-duce in the market. ·would 
n--on thiuk a reputable firm like that 

wcuJ.d trv to tr.ke the farmers down when 
his pro.lttC" is sent down for r ale by auction? 
IYith regard to the maicc crop, does the 
GoYcrnmcnt think they are going to get any 
c;f thP 1nni:.< fron1 the farmers in Quecns-
h ncl '? \~ erv little of the 1naize gro,vn on 
the Darling~ Downs, in 'he Burn0tt district, 
('1' in the Cairns di~+rict comes to Brisbane. 
It j,, shipped direc' lO s-. cl•Jey or Melbourne. 
\Ye know that 7J per cent. of the maize 
g:own in Queensland ir exported to the 
~out h(Tl1 Sta t ,-

Th SECRETARY rOR AGRICl"LTDRE: \Ve 
found the m a rkd in Melbourne for them. 

Mr. G RA YSO:'\: I -did bu~incss with 1'frl­
bournc thirty-fiTC' years a2;o. I -,old produce 

. to ~1elbonrnc. Ballarat. Sy-dney, Newcastle, 
and _.·\rnr:da1c thirt.y-fiyc years ago, long 
b('for0 a Lab.-,ur Go1 crnn1cnt in Queensland 
was thou ;·ht of. 1 have no intention of 
opj ,, sin;: the seco._d read in;;· of the Bill. If 
it ; ' likely to as ,ist the primary producer, 
I au pleased to ,.upport it. 

:\fr. C.\RTER: -~{ou nre not f!:an1C• to oppose 
it. 

l\Ir. GRAYSO~: How mnch produce is 
gr<Y\nl iL the hon. n1c1nber's clector,ltc" Very 
ljttle. There i<:; 1norf> J)roduce grown in one 
acr · in mv electorat~ than on lOO aees of 
the hon. n10mber's electorate. I would like 
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to know from the Minister if he intends to 
commandeer farm produce. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: No, cer­
tainly not. 

At twelve minutes to 9 o'clock, 
Mr. BERTRAM relieved the Speaker in the 

ehair. 
Mr. GRA YSON: There is a feeling abroad 

thttt the Minister for AgriculturE? may take 
the >ame stLpS with regard to farm produce 
''" he ·c!id when he commandeor<:>d the butter. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : l 
bought the butter straight out and paid 
them, and also gave them a surplus. 

:Mr. GRA YSON: The loss the Minister 
.·•n vs about his business over the butter the 
better. The Minister for Publi~ Lands 
knows how the farmers were dealt with over 
the y, heat busincs•;. He knows that 7,000 
bags were returned to the Farmer.-.' Milling 
Company at ls. 6d. per bushel loss than the 
market pric,•. 'l'hat was no assistance to the 
farmers, and I have my doubh as to whether 
this me,Fm'e will render any assistance to 
the £arrrltrs. ~4-_t the san1e time I do not 
intend to oppose the soeond reading of the 
Bill. 

l\fr. GILLIES (Eacham): Unlike the hon. 
ucmber who ha' just rEsumed his seat, I am 
an -<:relent supporter of this Bill. (Hear, 
hcc.r !) Th<c mc.a,ure is introduced at an 
opportunP time, h_,cause if there is an-'; ques­
tion which is seriously aff,ccting the people of 
the c_mntry at the present time. it is the 
qu·. ·,tion of the increased cost of living, which 
is co.ncing industrial um·est. \Ve had the 
snnctac!e this afternoon of members opposite 
ti·ying to ·m c1.ke political capital out of the 
troubk existing at Bowen and Mackay, when 
CI"C r .. · earncct and thoughtful man is tr:,·ing to 
lone! <.clt Lhc cause of such troubles, and pro­
vi,Jc a remedv. The Go> ernment dc•sire to 
·ocure to the- farmer the full result of hie 
industry, and I am quite satisfic d that this 
Bill, thoug·h it may not do all that the Min­
ister anticipates it wilL is a step in the right 
directio". It will bring the producer and 
the C'lnsumer together. 

l-Ion .. J. TOL}HE : How? 
Mr. GILLIES: By doing away with the 

middleman and providing State marketc.. If 
the hon. member 'd1o interjects reads the 
Bill, he will see. that its o,utstanding fe,.tnres 
,,re conr"lined in clause 3, which provides that 
th<' Governor in Council may, firstly, estab­
li· h a State produce agency; secondly, may 
carry on the busin.c:::;s of receiving. storing, 
sal·, c nd distrihution of produce, and estab­
lish and control cold stores. markets. QT<tin 
silo~. fr.C'toi~ie,~. preserving and canning 
\vorkg, ot.e; and thirdly, rnay m'lke adyance<; 
to ('1l1',it:rnors ag-ainst "?.~arrants or other docu~ 
ments covering produce stored in cold stores 

elsewhere. Those are the three outstand-
fc.>tures of 1he Bill, .md thev should cam­

may, ; thu sun port of members' opposite who 
daim to be the friends of the man on the land. 
Jjut. ::nfortunatc.,ly, they are so 1nuch in the 
hancl. of the rnidcl!Pman, the financier. and the 
sneculator that wl1Pn they get up to speak they 
spe.' k with th0ir tongueq in their cheek, like 
·rw two previous speaker~ on the opposit0 
side, ,.. ho, after speaking against the Bill, 
Baid they wonld not vote against it. As ,a 
me·nb,,r on this side said, the" will not vote 
against it because they are n"ot game to do 
so. In 1913, Mr. White, who \1 as Minister 
for Agriculture at that time, introduced a 
measure called the " Stock and Farm Produce 
Agents Bill." \Ve know V<"hat happened to 
th(d measure. Although it was supported 

by members who are now sitting on the 
Opposition side of the House, they knew 
"·hat was going to happen to it when the 
Bill reached the Upper Chamber. There 
the Bill was thrown out, because its object 
"as to deal with the profits of the middleman. 
I remember that when the measure was 
before this House the hon. member for 
Paddington~the present As,,istant Minister 

for Justice~speaking to an amendment moved 
bv Mr. Hunter, which if carried would have 
m.ade the Bill a useful measure, quoted from 
a la>"" which was brought into force some 
700 years ago in the reign of Henry HI. 
That quotation, which is, I think, a·propo:; 
to this que -tion, re~ds as follows : ~ 

" ' Especially be it commanded that no 
forest<tller be suffered to dwell in anv 
town.' It defines a fore,taller as ' a man 
who. seeking his own evil gain, goes to 
meet corn, fish, herrings, or other articles 
for sale as they are being brought by 
land or water, carries them off. and con­
tri VPS thut they shall be sold at a dearer 
r<tte.' Such a man, the statute declares, 
' is the public nnemy of the ·whole eom­
munitv cmd country. He that is convict 
thereof the first tin.Ie shall lose th things 
so bought: the second time he shall have 
judgment of the pillory; the third time 
h,, shall be imprisoned and make fine. 
And thi< judgment •,hall be giv!ln upon 
.dl manner of fore>·, taller.,: likewise unon 
thos.• "·ha ha\ e gh·en them counsel, help, 
or favour.'" 

The hon. member for P,addington pointed out 
that the hon. member for TooY:onrr would 
eome under the charge of having given them 
'' councel, help, or favour." Of courq•, Mr. 
\Yhite. the ::Yiinister for Agriculture. <tnd the 
Denham Government knc-w very '\·ell what 
would h~ppei! that Bill in the other Chamber. 
Th: Labour party, then in opposition. gave 
thD Bill their ardent support. The present 
Minister for Agriculture has brouiiht in some­
thing r;hich will do more than tha~ meas1_1re 
;:-o <t .sist th__., fanner. The ev0r 1ncrea ·,rnt5 
cc·'t cf living is one of tho r•_,.t,oi.:·· fot the 
indu tri, l nnr~st which rrevrilF. throL';hont· 
the world to-day, and any action that t~e~ds 
to bring consumer and produc~r togdher 
must be in the direction of saving to tho:-e 
p.-rtiPc the middleman's proftL. :'>Ir. H. 
J\I. :'11urph:·. an official of the Victorian 
Gov0rnm. nt, gave a lecture on "National 
Efficipncy" a fev, months a~o, in the conr~o 
of which he said that durin.Q· thG last fiftr~n 
vears~and he took Knibb; as his authority 
:_v:hilo wagu had ach-ancc•d 39.5 per cent .. 
the cost of living had advanced 50.7 per 
c~nt. Tho:1ghtful and earnest men are 
at this ti1.18 looking for tho reasons for 
industrial unrr·,t with a view to nrevent it, 
and ,,~p fiS a party are en de a Yourinp: to dis­
ooYer the real c, nsc for the incree <ed cost of 
living vvith a yiev: to ren1ed:ving it 1s fe_r. as 
po'<:ihle. And in doing· that, we ar,~ going 
to mcke 1n attmm•t to o;ivc the farmer the 
full resnlts of his industrv, benu.se the 
increased cost of living affect', the farmer to 
a greate1· exho>nt than it does other persons 
in the communitv. The farmer h •.s to pay 
o:reatlv incrc<tsecf frei_g-ht on his machinery. 
and the machinerY man is robbing him to 
such an extent that I often feel inclined to 
take advantage of my parliamentary privilege 
to expose some of those gentlemen. I know 
that he is robbing the farmer of from 50 per 
cent. to 300 per cent. on machinery, roofing 
iron. and barbed wire for fencing purposes. 
It is, therefo1·e, a v<'ry 'rise thing for this 

Mr. GilUe.~ J 
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Government to attempt to do away with the 
commissronc; of agent•, and try to bring the 
producer and consumer together. 

I have just pointed out, on the authority 
of an official in Victoria, that while wages 
during the last fifteen years advanced by 
39.5 per cent., the cost of living advanced 
over 50 per cent. Just as wages advance so 
does the cost of living keep about 10 per 
cent. or 11 per cent. in front of the advance 
in wages. It is not to be wondered at that 
industrial unrest continues throughout the 

world; industrial legislation has 
[9 p.m.] been introduced and arbitra-

tion courts established, but 
t.he cost of living i' going up all the 
timE'. Thc worker-and in the term 
" worker" I include the farmer, who is 
one of the hard0st workers in the countrv­
i;; ·uffr>ring from the increased cost of living. 
I believe this Bill will accomplish so,nc­
thing ~eonrl The hon. member for ::'-!or­
manby the other night qqoted what the 
":YI0lbounw Agc." the Liberal organ in 
Victori:l, _,id about the farmer being fleeced 
by the middleman there. \Vhile apples were 
, old n t 2s. a case b,v a gTO\Yer, the c:n1sU1ner 
paid from 16s. to 18s. The Minister for 
Agricultur<. m moving the second rea·ding of 
th" Bill, cite-rl the f<\<e of the banana-growers 
in Queensland, who were compelled to take 
from l~·cL downwards for their bananos, 
while thev were sold at from 6cT. to 8d. per 
doz; n to the conoumer. \Ye de--ire to bring 
the prochwPr and con:;:,uiner together, and to 
giYe tlw farnwr tlH' full result of his labour, 
and at the same time ensure the consumer 
gC'ttin~.' his produce at a reasonable prkc. 
One of the prm·isions in the Bill which 
• ppe •ls ·to me is the provision which deals 

·with grai:l ::;ilos. The hon. member for 
~orn.anbc· and my·clf. as repre·entatives of 
farn1ing ('Oll''titucncie~. had, of cours:r-, sonJe­
thi-;<r to do \Yith the framing of that clause. 
The pr .. n·ision for tlw establishment of grain 
'ilo,; is one that will benefit the farmers in 
the Atherton district, which, by thE> way, is 
the grc:1teRt maiz~gro\ving dish·jct in Au':·· 
trJJia. It has the recor-d of producing the 
greatest crop per acre of any district in 
Aw;tro.lia. A few months ago, when I was 
up there. there \vere about 40,000 tons of 
m :i7(,, for which it was impo-;sible to get 
a ·df'rE,nt market. On account of the rainfall 
it i. difficult to harvest the maize and to 
pla··f' it on the market in good condition. 
Tlw Atherton maize has rt reputation in the 
South 'or not keeping well, but I do not 
think it desf'rves that reputation. A man in 
Townsvilk, who buys large quantities, told 
me that th" Atherton maize is just as good in 
that respect as other maize; but the Chinese 
handl0d maize and sometime>' put it on the 
nutrkd in a bad condition, and that has 
got tl1° Atherton maize a bad name. The 
use of silos will very largely obviate that 
difliculh·, because the maize can be stored 
when it" is at a low price, and placed on the 
market when the price improves. which 
will ensure the farmer getting a fair price. 
Furtlwr than· that, provision is made for an 
a·ch·ance. The :Minister has power to make 
;m advance on the produce while it is stored 
in the silos, so that I cannot see why any 
man who has the welfare of the farmer at 
heart can be opposed to this measure. 
0fow, Mr. Hughes is now associated with 
some of the so-called Farmers' party in 
~be Federal Parliament. and I notice, 
from the " Standal'd" of Thursday, 6th Sep­
tember last, that a deputation waited on Mr. 
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Hughes and urged him to do something for 
the maizegrowers of Australia. The tele­
gram says-

" Replying to a deputation of mem­
bers of the Federal Parliament represent­
ing the maizegrowers of Australia, who 
\Vantod an assured market for their pro­
duct, Mr. Hughes said it was impossible 
t-o form a maize pooL He also thought 
that the starch-making proposition was 
unattractive, and advised pig-raising or 
nth;:>r ;;'ethods of creating a market for 
Inaize. 

\Vhot is the use of telling a farmer at Ather­
ton to go in for pig-raising'! Every prac­
tiral man knows that you cannot bre"d pigs 
in ~wenty-four hours. It will take years to 
got the pig industry c'tablished at Ather­
ton-

" l\Ir. Corser stated that a firm in Vie· 
toria was prepared to take up 1.2GO,OOO 
bushels of maize at 4s. per bushel for 
three years, on condition that the" impor­
tation of black-grown Tice for starch· WL s 
prohibited." 

Of course, ono woul-d think that Mr. Hughes, 
as :1 m~':rnber of the ~ational Government. 
having a desire to build up a white Aus· 
tralia; and to assist the farmers, would give 
the support asked for b~·. the deputation and 
end: a Your to form a maize pool to g-Ive the 
necc~sarv protertion. But, no-; they '--'arf' evi­
dentlv not built that wav. I am thankful 
to >.a·, that I am a·"'•ociated with a party in 
Queensland who are -determined to ,.cc that 
the farmer in future gets a fair deal, so far 
as it can be accomplished by passing legio­
lation of this character . 

Some hon. member. opposite object to thP 
Bill because it is quite a n0w thing. It if' 
quite a nnw thing, as the Minister sui-cl, so 
faf as ...::\..ustralia is concerned, and I am very 
please·cl to know that Queensland is leading 
the wav in this respect. The principlP ie not 
new, tl1ough, as far as some col;lntries in t~e 
world are concerned. In Belgm.m a commis­
sion has been appointed sincP th.:; war !"o dE'c l 
with t]w fond problem. In -dealm;, with the 
wheat mu -.firm there I find that while wheat, 
t.s the 'r•·-ult of the war, has increased by 
100 per cent.. bread, in consequence of State 
action, has only increased by 27 per cent. 
That 'htnYs that while the farmer has gor 
more for his wheat bv lOO per cent., the 
consumer has only "been called upon to pay 
an advance of 27 per cent. for his bread. 
proving that Go,:ernment. action C..tJ.?. ~cco1n~ 
plish something m war hme, . and. 1f It cap 
do that in war time it can certamly -rlo 1t 
]n a 1nore successful \vay in tinu~ of peace~. 
The Hussian peoplB as a nation are supposed 
to be behind the times. but it appears to m<' 
that they are very much abrt;ast of the times 
in some respects. The Russia~ Governmem 
haYC bnilt over 200 large gram v,arehous<"' 
for the storage of grain, to assist thr 
20,000 co-operative societies in Russia. If 
we take Germanv-and we maY be able tn 
tako some lessons~ from our enenlies~ although 
it is diflicult to take any le"ons from our 
political opponPnts-I find that Mr. F.r~­
crick C. Howe, one of the ablest of Amertca s 
\vritcrs upon economic matters, states-

" Outside the city (Frankfort) was . a 
.rreat municipal slaughter-house, m 
~hich all meat used in the city was 
killed. There are no private slaughter­
houses in Germany. They are no! per­
mitted. The food of the people IS too 
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impo!:tant to be exploit"d by monopoly 
p;1ckmg-houses that kill cattle with no 
concern for publie health, and that 
charge all that the traffic will bear. ... 
I learne·d how the previous vear there 
had been an industrial depress!on in Ger­
many, how many more people than usual 
were out of work. To meet the situation 
hundreds o~ ~own councils h&d purchased 
great quantities of meat, fresh vegetabl.,s, 
and other supplies at wholesale prices, 
and sold them to the people directly or 
through co-operative associations that 
made no profit. In this way the middle­
man was cut out. and the consumer was 
brought face to face with the producer 
Carloa-ds of apples, potatoes, and othe~ 
:meduct:; are not left to rot in the fiel·ds. 
They were not destrove·d at the docks and 
railroad terminals by warehousemen in 
,,rdcr to keep up a monopoly price." 

That is a lesson that people in Australia 
E'Yt'u mny take fron1 our enemies State 
enterprise has been successful in other coun­
tries. I do not int<•nd to speak at anv 
length. I just wanted to make these few 
observations and to sav that the Bill has m\ 
best mpport, and I· believe that it will 
certainly be a benefit to the farmers of 
Queensland. The e~tablishment of canning 
works to c~n the pmeapples grown by re­
turned soldiers and other farmers the estab­
lishment of cold stor!'s to store ,_;p the pro­
duct< of the farm, the establishment of 
granari_es and silos to store maize, wheat, 
e~c., WI_ll, I. am satisfied. be a step in the 
r:ght dmJctwn, and one that will be appre­
cw,ted hy the bona fide farmer. I am sure 
that the experiment will prove successful. I 
suppose th•o BilL like most other Bills that 
a.re intro~uced. will require amendment from 
tim~ to timf!, but I think the Secretary for 
~\gncu]tu~·e I~ to be commended for introduc­
mg th1s Important measure. 

Mr. STEVEN'S (llosewood): Like some 
ot~er hon. members who have spoken during 
th.Is dch•te, I look upon this Bill .as largely 
wmdow-dre"',mg. and believe that it is intro­
duced at the present time in the hope of 
catching farmers' votec. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICLJLTURE: \V e have 
them already. 

:J,1r. STEVEI\S : \V" are learning some­
thing. 

The SECRETARY FOR ,\GRICULTURE: All the 
""orthern farmers vote Labour. You surelv 
know that? · 

::\1r. STEVENS: The Minister tells us 
they have the farmers' votes already, and 
he tells us that this Bill is introduced for 
the benefit of the farmer and to eliminate 
the mi,d_dleman .. In speaking on the motion 
for the mtroduchon of the Bill, I said that it 
·ar:p~are? to me that, if the GovArnment were 
ehmmatmg the present middlemen. they in­
tended to become middlemen themselves; and 
now that we have the Bill my opinion that 
that would be the case is confirmed and 
emphasiseq. ?\oc only do they intend to 
become middlemen, but they intend to be­
come dealers, and, besides buving produce 
they intend to " get" it. They provide that 
they_ ':may ca:ry on t~<e business of getting, 
r~cmymg:, buying, stormg, sale, supply, and 
distnbutwn of produce." I would like to 
know from the Minister or from the Pre­
mier _if his colleague's legal knowledge is not 
sufficwnt to answer the q11estion, what the 

meaning of that word "getting'' m the Bill 
is. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 'What is 
the meaning of "tin1bcr~getting''? 

Mr. STE'VENS: If "receiving" and 
" buying" are not sufficient, what does the 
word " getting" mean? Does it mean that. 
as they have commandeered meat at a low 
price to supply the State butchers' shops, 
they are going" to commandeer the farmers' 
produce in order that they may distribute it 
at a. low price in the cities? Is that what 
the word " getting" is put in there for? 
'I'hat is the only reasnn that I can see why 
the word should be introduced in that sub­
clause. Then what utter inconsistency is 
shown in the Bill. In 1913 we had a Bill 
introduced that has already been quoted 
from-the Stock and Farm Produce Agents 
Bill. 'When that was introduced, hon. mem­
bers opposite, who were then sitting on this 
side, said that it <did not go far enough, and 
the hon. member for Maranoa. proposed an 
amendment providing that an agent should 
not a] 'J be a dealer in the produce that he 
so1d as an agent. But here we find the 
Government providing that, while they deny 
h a dealer already e~tablished the right to 
buy a' well as sell as agent, yet, when they 
become middle)llen they are to be ,at liberty 
i·o do the very thing that they prohibit the 
private agent from doing. Could inconsis­
tency go further? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 'What we 
propose to do is to prevent the employees of 
agents from buying from th!'ir employers. 

Mr. STEVENS: It is proposed that 
agents shall not be allowed to buy produce 
placed in their nand" for sale, and that is 
perfectly right. That has been the great 
evil in the past. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: \V e are 
going to stop that. 

~1r. i::\TICVIL'N"S : They are going to stop 
agents alread;v· establi~hed doing that, but 
the Minister, by this Bill, is going to take 
upon himself the v0ry power that he deni('s 
to others. 

The PRE1IER: :::\o. 
Mr. STEVEXS: That is absolutelv incon­

sistent, and, if it ie wrong in the· case of 
agents alreadv established, it is wrong for 
the Government. I notice that the Secretary 
for Agriculture, in moving the second read­
ing of the Bill, said that he anticipated deal­
ing with £3,000,000 of dairy produce annu­
ally. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: I was 
quoting a supposititious case. I said that, if 
we had been handling all the butter, we 
would have saved £37,000 in commission. I 
did not saj' that I anticipated doing any­
thing of the kind, nor do I. Quote me cor­
rectly, please. 

Mr. STEVEl'\S : The hon. gefltleman said 
that this business could be done on a commis­
sion of 1!, per cent. I think he will find, 
if he gets the busines, established, that he 
will not be able to carry on on the basis of 
1i per cent. 

'l'he SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: That was 
supposing I handled the lot, which I do not 
suppose is possible. 

Mr. STEVENS : Further on the hon. 
gentleman said-

" Not only that, but an instance came 
under my notice quite recently-in fact 

Mr. Stevens.] 
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similar inst·1 nces have occurred fre­
quently that I have a knowledge of by 
re>tson of mv connection with the Depart­
ment of .\griculture-where parcels of 
butter have changed hands no less than 
four or five times in the one week, on 
each occasion the butter being r<<old at 
a profit. All that goes into the pockets 
of the middleman at the present time." 

cannot credit that such a prate of affairs 
dot'~ exist. 

'fhc SECHETARY FOR AGR!Cl:LTl:HE: It is an 
absolutely true statement. 

:'\Ir. STEVEI\S : The only t ase I know of 
11

. herf such a thing· has taken plac-:...' ''nl"> 'vhen 
''"·' hon. gentleman himself started zkaling 
in bniter, and ~olcf a large parcel of lmtte1· 
to a firm of middlemen in :Melbourne. I 
have• meutioncd this scycral times before. 

Tl·.' PRF'\!JER : It is a case of tedious repe­
tirion. 

:\1r. STEVE::\fS: The hon. g·entleman 
allow. d ihat firm to main· a nrofit of £13 
per ton on that pared of butter. On another 
oc~asion he sold a parcel of butter to a firm 
of snc< ulators, who made a profit of at least 
£3,000 on th ,t one parcel. This is tho sort 
of work 1hat the farmers mav exnect if the 
Go:vernment go into this business. I would 
be the last to opnose anything that I thought 
for on~ rnonwnt would benefit the man on the 
l<md. 

The SrGRETARY FOR AGR!Cl:LTURE: I am 
quite satisfied that a larg·e number of 
farmers in Ro<ewood favour this Bill. 

::\Ir. STE.VEXS: I am not aware th·1t thev 
do, and I think I have a better knowledg-e 
of the farmers of Rosewood than the hon. 
gentleman h1.s. l\'ow, I think, if the Govern­
l'nent 1vish to bendh the fanners-the n1en on 
the land-~they should have taken example by 
what is done in Denmark and similar coun­
h·ic•s where the farming industry has become 
such a pronounced success and is of such 
great value to the countr,\·. Had they done 
that, and t.~nconragt d the farmers in the con­
duel. of thc-ir co-operative companies, then 
thev would have secured to the farmers the 
fuli profi"' .. of their indusir:-·. I pointed out 
thL' other ni?:ht how they might well assist 
the farmers in that direction bv making them 
adv:wces from thc Sa:vings Bank under the 
Saving·s Bank Act. 

The PRE~IIER: Why didn't :your party do 
that when they were in power? 

:>[r. STEVEXR: Thev could assist them 
aho with advances to build grain silos··~-

The PREMIER : You had an opportunity 
am! ;-ou did not do it. 

Mr. STEVEXS: And bv making <tdvances 
ag •insr their produce in times of plenty, 
J.vl,··-·n there \Ya..-. no ]11f1tket for thoir product, 
in order ro enable• them to hold it and carrv 
on until a fltir market exiccted for the sale ;f 
their produce. Had the,\' done that. they 
cerhinlv would ha:ve been doing something 
which would ha:ve assisted the farmers. But 
we find that, instr;ad of doing something 
pro.cticablr• and omething that the" might 
klc.ow from experion<'c would be of benefit 
to the producers. and ·which has IJCPn of 
be m ;it in other countries, the:v bring in this 
me,"urc which. as the hem, member for Car­
nar, on pointed out, it "~as quite unnccet:<"ary 
for tLr:n to bring in; because they might 
h~ve <;one into this business, had they wished, 
W!lhout th(' trouble of pa·csing· this Bill. 

fJlfr. 8tP1'en~. 

The>? bring this n10::t· ·lr0 in ju~t as a :Jlind to 
o·uJl the furi:HC':t':l. in order to trv and 111akc 
t'hern belie\ e that th0.v an=' doin·g somethin_g 
for them. 

The Pm ~HEll: Your party never did any­
thing·, anyhow; they know that; not evE'n 
this windo\Y-drc·,-:ing. 

::'111·. STEYEXS: Th•.l exnerience the 
farmers have hnd of the Governra.•nt's inter­
ference in the conduct of their business in 
the enterprises upon "hich they have enh·r·•d 
is not of surh a. nature :et>:.; to "\Varrant th(·Til 
in hoping for :•ny benolit to .:cn·ue from thi 1 

,~ontnr~_,, ?c'hotlld it c \rer ussume roncrPte fonn 
-whieh I verv much doubt. Thov have not 
taken the mc;ns which \Yero o:>en to them of 
showing ] n r practirRl n1anner th<?ir interest 
in the primary produ~ers by a...,~isting the1n 
in their c·wn dfort,-throngh co-operation­
to obtain the full result of their labour: but 
thev eo me down . ., ith this me "'Ure-\', hi eh is 
of ~lln exnc'irn~ntal (_'~1aracter and th'-- utilit:.~ 
of whicl1 is extremelY doubtful-ill the last 
SP'·jon of Parlionnent, merel..- in the hope of 
tryin?; to make th0 farmers believe that tl_JC,V 
are in earnest in attempting to do sc.n1etlung 
for them. 

Th0 :"lECRETARY FOR AGRICULTl:P.E: You 
woukl rather they postponed it. 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: I opnosed this 
measure in its introductory stages because I 
vie,-·:ed it ',: ith a considerable amount of 
suspicion, and I may go further and say with 
a con,iderahle amount of alarm. 

The PRE~IIER: You have altered your 
011inion. 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: I have not. It is but a 
short measure. but, since I have had the 
opportunity of studying it, I .am more t:f:an 
e:ver impres:cd with the necess1ty of opposmg 
it by everv means in mv power, feeEng that 
it \vou!d have a very 'serious cffec·t indeed 
upon the future destinies of the prima,ry 
producer. I propose, as shortly ac possil?le, 
to give the reason why . I. am offerm.g 
opposition to it. As the ::\1rPrster sta~e~, ~t 
embodies cne of the planks of the soma!rstrc 
I.nbour platform; that is, the control of the 
production and the distribution of the same. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGR!Cl:LTURE: Arc you 
quoti:n r; rae? 

Hox .. J. G. APPEL: Yes. 
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: I did 

not sa:v so. 

HoN J. G. APPEL: You might not havE' 
used those particular terms, but yo1.1 stated 
that this embodies one of the planb. of the 
Labour socialistic platform; and so it does. 
because the effect of it would be to place the 
contra l of the production, and the distribu­
tion of that production, in the hands of the 
Stnte. 

Mr. PETERSOx: It does nothing of the 
kind. 

HoN .. J. G. APPEL: I am of opinion that 
it doec, Th0 hon. membpr who has interjGcted 
mav be of ,, contrary opinion, and he will aet 
accordingly. According to my mi'nd, and 
following out the statemPnt which was made 
bv the ho11. gentleman who has charg-e of the 
n1easure. I have arrived at the opinion that 
it would be a very great danger to the 
future of the primary producer. 

Mr. COLLINS: You have parted from your 
St"te socialism. 
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llo:"i .. J. G. APPEL: It is not a matter of 
St 1tc s<,cialism. I will point out what State 
'ociali~m would h'lve embodied so far as 
tho a ,;stance of the primary producer is 
('On( ( rnt 't in connection ·with the encourage­
ment to him to have the handling of his 
produce. Ther<:> is no doubt that the prin­
~iple <·mbodied in the Bill, in place of 
individualism-which, I say, should be fos­
tprcd and encouraged-would substitute the 
polic·· of collectivism, which is the policy of 
the sncialist party. The polic:c of the 
democratic party, the policy of the brmcrs' 
part:,~ nnrl thP prirr1ary producerR. of the 
St:·te, is that individualism-encouragement 
by the Sta.te to the individual, or a collection 
of individual,;, by a< .. isting them to g<'t the 
best rewar>el for their labour-is the true 
democratic policy. The substitution of a 
policy of collectivism is one of the reasons 
"·hy I propose to offer strenuous oppositi'on 
to this r uticnlar measure. 

ThP PRE)!IER: You arc an individualist? 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: I am. I encourage the 
individual to improve his position on ever:-­
occasion. I don't believe in a policy which 
would tend to reduce everv member of the 
communitv to the same standa.rd. I sav that 
if a man has the ability, thrift, and the 
industry. let the State assist him to improve 
his condition. That is the policy of the 
party which I represent, and it is the true 
poli'cy.l. of democracy. One of the reasons 
why .!' regarded this mea .. ure with a con­
siderable amount of suspicion was the fact 
that practically ever~· measure-and particu­
larly when it happened to be an innocent­
lookin!!' measure-introduced by the present 
Administration invariably is loadod. (Hear, 
hear!) ·when we come to examine this 
measure, we find that in the definition clause 
the first loading appears. in the definition 
of produce, which is as follows:-

"Cereals, grain, vegetables, potatoes, 
and oth<'l' edible roots and tubers, fruit, 
hay, a.nd chaff. and all dairy produce: 
the term includes live or dc-:td poultry 
and game, and eggs, and--" 

H0rc- is the loading, 1\Ir. Speaker, 
" anv other article or class of articles 
which the Governor in Council, by Order 
in Counril. nHtV fron1 ti1ne to ti1ne 
declare to be produce for the purposes of 
this Act." 

\Ve have had practical experience of these 
harmless rNms. and under this definition 
alone anything could be included by a Pro­
claination of the Goyernor in Council, which, 

as W<' all know. means bv th'· 
[9.30 p.m.j authoritv of the :Exccuti~·c of 

the State. The ven definition of 
" prodncP " proves that it wo{,ld be a very 
:;nwis0 thing· indeed for the primary producer 
to ,,_cccpt this proposition, which I repeat, 
as di:ctinet from co-operation. is of no value 
to him. 

JYir. GrLLJEc: For your primary prodnrr-rs. 

I-Io:><i. J. G. APPEL: The hon. member for 
Eacham talk' about my prim·ary producers. 
The:..- have C!ntered into the spirit of co­
operation. 

Mr. C\RTER: They are individualists 
there. 

HoK. J. G. APPEL: They are individ­
ualists just as the hon. member who inter­
j 0cted is, although he may profess to be 
otherwise fm election purposes. This little 

Bill ,,, hich appears so harmless contains the 
greatect possibilities to include tJractically 
eYerv article that may be considered an 
nrtic:le of primary produce of the State. 
Tc ke the clause whi¥h follow~: it gives. a 
limitless scope to the State m connectiOn 
with these particular markets, and an 
unlimited power of acquisition. The clause 
rC'ad' ~' follows:-

,,For the pm·pop0s of this Act, the 
::VIi ni,;tcr may carry on the business of 
g·etting, re-ceiving, buying, storing, sale, 
,;u1Jply, anc~ distribu!ion of pro~uce, and 
1na~,~ esta.bbsh, provide, maintain, Tegu­
latce. and control cold ,;tores, mcukets. 
ck o6ts, grain silos, shops, factories, 
pn ;erving and canning works, and other 

orks with all necessary or proper 
builcl·i~:gp) machinery, 11lant, conveyances, 
Yehiclcc, and equipment, and may, under 
'nd subject to the Public ·works Land 

Hesumption Act of 1906, purcha'"'- take, 
contract for the use of, or otherwise 
provide lands and other property real 
or personal required for the purposes of 
this Act." 

Here again you find in very innocent words 
the rral sting of this clause. Under that 
clause there is no doubt that the power of ~he 
Stat<o would be limitless. If a co"operatrve 
concern had been brought to perfect.ion by 
the farmers, the State could step In and 
under the powers conferred by that clause 
praeticalh confiscate the property which had 
taken so "much trouble, so much experience, 
and eo much care on the part of those 
co-operators to bring to its state of perfec­
tion. 

:\fr. CoLLIN~ : In what portion of the Bill 
do ;you find the word " confiscntion" ? 

Ho~. J. G. APPEL: We know from experi­
ence that every measure introduced by !he 
present Administration makes fo~ confiscatiOn 
so far as the primary producer IS concern~d, 
because on every occasion where ta'!'ahon 
has been levied it has been on the 'Rrnnary 
producer that the bulk of t_hat !axa~wn has 
invariablv fallen· and havmg m view the 
po·,yers ,~hich ar~ contained in this Bill, I 
have no hesitation in saying that once more 
n)Jon the primary prod~cer would ~h~ wh'?le 
of this burden fall, and mstead of givmg him 
encouragement, he . would actue lly lose that 
"hich has taken hrm so much tnne and so 
much trouble to bring to perfection. We all 
know how co-operative concerr;s are ma!'aged. 
The member; of the co-operatrve associations 
are the dir<Jctors of that concern. As a rule, 
thG chairman is a man of the greatest 
possible experience. The directors thems~l_ves 
are continually in attendance, supervrsmg 
the business. which is run at a moderate cost, 
and which enables a moderate return to be 
made by way of profit, and an,· profit r<;al~sed 
is returned to the members of the a.s~ociatron. 
\V e all know thE' experience of the different 
Sta+·" markets which have been establishe<;J. 
One narticular market to which I refer rs 
tlw fish market, which may be take!' as an 
object-lesson. Prior to the State takmg over 
the handling of fish, three men wore suffi­
cient to handle that market under the control 
of the local <1uthorities. What do we find 
to-da v? An urmy of men. Do we find th~t 
the priman· producer in that _instance IS 

i:·c+ting- a greater return for his pr_oduct? 
,'\;o. Do we find that the consumer IS able 
to purchase that commodity at a decreased 
ratP? On the contrary, we find that he. is 
r:·Jt. Has the effect becn to do awa.y with 

Hon. J. G. Appel.J 
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what was termed "th" fish ring," whereby 
the retailers of the large cities were able to 
n~gulate the price? No. \V e find on the 
contrary that no benefit has accrue.d either 
to the producer or t~ the consumer. The 
only benefit that· has re•.ult"d has been to 
the friends of the Administration who have 
secured snug billets. They arc tumbling 
over one another in place of doing work 
which the taxpayers apparently think they 
are doing. \Ve find in connection with this 
mattel,, too, that the men of experience would 
be lacking so far as the marketing of primary 
produce was concerned. Experience would 
not be an es,ential. It would be his stand­
ing at the Trades Hall. as a caucusite or 
organiser that would be the best qualification 
to por-•ess, from the head of the conc.ern 
to the umlerstrappers engaged therein. 
\Vhat would it concern those engaged in the 
markets whether they were making a profit 
or not? Then the greatest danger would 
bo the danger that we experienced quite 
recently. There might be a sympathetic 
strike, and whereas in co-operative concern, 
the prim·ary producer is enabled to go into 
his own businc,.s and deal with his produce, 
if it is a Government concern and a 
sympathetic strike takes place, what is the 
result. • His cream or his other produce may 
sour or rot 'o far as the Government, as 
at pn~;ent constituted, or the employees 
of the Government, &re concerned. \Vhat 
do they care for the primary producer, 
or the !os' of his reward for his toil, which 
is cvi<lenced by the amount of the produce 
which might be in the market? It is noth­
ing whatever to them, and I say that under 
those conditions, with the knowledge we have 
of the unconcern, of the indifference, of the 
present Administration-and, I am sorry to 
·,~ay, of a section of the employl'es of the 
State so far as the interests of the prima.ry 
producers are cmwPrned-i't would be a very 
fatal thing if the primary producer, as repre­
sented in this House, gave any encourage­
ment to the establishment of a marlwt of this 
kind. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: When 
this market is working properly you will 
rPgret these remarks. 

HoN .. J. G. APPEL: It will be too late 
then. The best encouragement the primary 
producer can get from the State is to extend 
the system of co-op0ration. If a Bill had 
been introduced dealing with that particular 
pha'e of assistance to the primary producer 
I should have given it every pos;;ible support. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 'rhat can 
be done under existing legislation. 

HoN .• J. G. APPEL: 'rhcn why is it not 
carried into effect, instead of occupying the 
time of the Legislature at this particular 
moment with a Bill of this kind • 

The PRE>!IER : Are you opposing the second 
r~ :tding 't 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: I am. And I want, 
furthermore, to know where the funds are to 
eome from for this socialistic enterprise. 
We all know that legitimate funds muGt 
have been depletBd to enable the Adminis­
tration to engage in wild-cat socialistic 
schemes which, I venture to say, will prove 
a dead loss to the taxpayers and the State 
generally. We all know that, so far as 
local authorities are concerned, they cannot 
get any loans. 

The TREASURER · Yes, they can. 

[Hon. J. G. Appel. 

HoN. J. G. APPBL: Then why are they 
not getting them ? 

The 'l'REASURER : They arc getting them. 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: From one end of the 
State to the other applications are being 
refused. There is a certain return to the 
Treasury every year of interest and redemp­
tion paid by local authorities on their loans. 
During the year before last they actually 
paid. approximately. £89,000, whilst .arrears 
-"·hich .are practically as good, which will 
be paid-amount approximately to £16,000. 
Yet we find that during that year only about 
£5,000 in addition to that was loaned by the 
Trc<1Sury to local authorities. 

The TREASL'RER: Wrong. Quite wrong. 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: I ha Ye got the figures 
from the Treasury. 

The TREASURER: OYer half a million ,q,; 

loaned. 
HoN. J. G. APPEL: Oh! I .1m not talk­

ing a.bout the \Vater and Sewerage Board. 
I am talking of local authorities-shire and 
town councils-and that is the whole of the 
amount advanced to them. I cannot get the 
figure·< for the last financial year from the 
Treasnrv, and I know why I cannot get 
them. B<"'ause the amount is so small that 
the Treasury is ashamed to produce them at 
the present 'moment. But ·we have this fact 
before us : that practically every local 
authority which has made application for a 
loan has been refused. 

The TREASURER: No. 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: It is quite possible 
that, in electorates represented by hon. mem­
bers supporting the ,GoYornment, advanc~s 
may have been made, but I know that 111 

connection with my own they have been 
turned down. I will instance one application 
made bv the Tambourine Shire Council­
for a 'road to the top of Tambourine 
Mountain--

The TREASrRER: For sight-seeing purposes. 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: From the terminus 
of the railway at Canungra. 

11r. CARTER : For settlement? 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: For settlement. That 
is the object. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICuLTuRE : Joy 
rides. 

Hox. ,J. G. APPEL: A district where 
there are very large dairy farms; where 
there arc large orchards. They are unable 
to get the full returns for their l?rod_uce 
owing to the lack of means of commumcatwn. 

'I'he DJ~PUTY SPEAKER: Order! Will 
the hon. member connect his remarks with 
the State Produce Agency Bill? 

Hox. J. G. API)EL: I am simply giving 
reasons why we regard this measure with 
suspicion, and I want to know what trust 
or other account is to be depleted for the 
purpose of providing the nec<'ssary funds. 
vVe find that the amount of advance,; for 
last year under- the "Workers' Dwellings 
Board has diminished bv nearly two­
thirds on that of the previous year, and I 
want to know how the money is to be pro­
vided. Knowing, as I do, where it is to 
come from-that is, out of the pockets of 
the prirnarv producer, practically the only 
man-to the extent of something like 90 per 
cent.-among the taxpayers of the State who 
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pa.ys direct ta:x;ation-I say one must regard 
t~Is me.a~ure With a very considerable amount 
ot suspiC!O;' and alarm, ar:d it behoves every 
man who IS a representative of the primary 
prodn·~er or who has their interests at heart 
~o offer the most obstinate opposition to its 
oecommg ~n Act of the Legislature. I have 
already '"aid wha~ the .effect might be if we 
ha:J. a sympathetic stnke. How would the 
pnmary produ.cer pay? He has bec>n hit by 
the land tn;xati<;m, by the proposal to extend 
the ~ranchiSe, by the proposal to take off 
the limit of rating which the local authority 
;nay le:-y, by tl),e ~reposed Valuation of 
t"and Bill, ::tnd by th1s particular measure­
all meaRures which arc aimed at the pri,marv 
producer. · 

The. SECRET.ARY FOR AGR!CcLTcRE : This is 
fnr h1o beneM. 

. ~ox. _.J. G .. APPEL: The whole aim and 
<;bject IS to mtroducc> on the statute-book 
t he~e sociali,.tic plank,s of the Labour party 
whwh, I venture to say. are not for th~ 
benefit of the primary p10ducer which seek 
to smother that individualism which seeks to 
Jmprove Itself and which the State should 
do everything in its power to foster. All 
rhe. Governm?nt.'s policy, as 'vc kno\v·, is the 
policy of somahsm. 

The PREMIER: Then it is not collectivism? 

Ho!". J. G .. APfEL: It may be window­
dressmg, but It. Will be a sorry day for the 
nnf.ortu?ate pnmary produc01· if all the 
legislatwn of the pre&ont Administration 
app':ars on the statme-book, because he will 
b'? hable to. the. effects of the administration 
ot that legislation ar:d the consequent taxa­
t!O':· I say th.at I Will support any measure 
whiCh Will assi;;t the ~o-onerative movement 
:>"cl I would like to quote from an articl~ 
m the " Encyclop:Pdia Britannica " the 
bteet edition, volume 7, page 82- ' 

" Co-operation : A term used particu­
h rly both for a theory of life and for a 
'yst_om of. business, with th<> general sense 
of 'workmg together.' In its narrowest 
u:mge it moans a combination of indi­
nduals t'? <'Conomise by buying in com­
;non, or mcrease th.eir pi:ofits by selling 
m common. In Its WI•dest usage it 
moans the creed that life m::tv best bo 
m;dere<:l, not by the competition of indi­
vHluals, whore each seeks the interest 
of him~elf and his familv but bv mutual 
hc~p_; 'hy each individ~al consciouslv 
striVmg for the good of the social bad:;, 
of wh_ich he forms part, and the soci,;:l 
body m turn caring for each individual -
' each for all, and all for each' is it~ 
accepted motto .. _Thus it proposes to 
replace among ratiOnal and moral beings 
the struggle for existence by voluntary 
?ombination for life. More or less 
nnporfectly embodying this theory we 
have co-operation in the concrete or'' the 
co-operat~ve movement,' meaning those 
fon_n~ of vol:mnary aBsociation whore 
mdividuals umte fm· mutual aid in the 
production of wealth, which they will 
devote to common purposes or share 
among them upon principles of equity. 
reason, and the common good agreed 
upon be!orehand. Not that a ~o-opera­
hve somety c;m begin by saying abso· 
lute_ly what th'?se principles· in their 
rmr1ty wo'!-ld dictate. It begins with 
.curre~t prices, current rates of wages, 
and mtei:est, current hours of labour, 
and modifies them as soon as it can 

wherever thev seem least conformable to 
equity, reason, and the common good.'' 

Mr. CoLLINS: That article is dea<-l against 
you. 

HO:); .. J. G. APPEL: I am sorrv for the 
mcmtal capacity of the hon. gentleman if he 
thinks that that article is dead against mv 
argurr.cnt. I point m•t that the benefit of 
co-opcmtion is this-that if there is a profit 
mnde, that profit is distributed mnongst 
those who produc-ed it. Under this measure 
-.iuch;ing by the result of any businesses that 
the State has entered into hitherto-no profit 
will be made at all ; but, allowing that there 
is a profit, it c.;·ill not be shared amongst 
tho'·e who produced it. 

Mr. CoLLINS : It will increase the price 
11aid to the producc>r. 

Hox. J. G. APPE,L: The hon. gentleman 
and other hen. members opposite are alwa_\·s 
calling out that the pri~es of commoditip; 
which haye to be consumed arc too hirrh. and 
is it likely that the primary producer is goinji 
to get an increased price for his commodi­
ties? I fail to cee how he is going to get it. 

A GovEmomxT ME)IBEB: The micldlernan 
gC'tS it. 

IIox .• J. G. APPEL: I am not discus,ing 
the qncstion of middlemen just now, but the 
question of co-operation. Thl' benefit of co­
operation has been to secure to the producer 
the highc·st pr·ice possible as some reward for 
his l,1bour. \V e ha Ye to rcali-,c that the 
primary producer is in a very different posi­
tion to tho me11 engaged in our secondary 
industries. In our seeondarv industries. if 
there is an increase, it is passed on to the 
c-onsumer: bnt the primary producer is not 
able to do that. It is only bv means of 
scientific cultivation, marketing, and pre­
paration that he is able to get the highest 
price he c-.1n for the products which have 
cost him so much to produce. Why should 
he not receive the full value of his labour? 

Mr. CDLLIXS: No one obiects to that. 
Hox. J. G. APPEL: The lion. gentleman 

is continually stating that the price of com­
modities is too high. \Ye know that in many 
('abcs the pritnaf:'" produc8r does not reap 
what he so1• s. \Ye know that he loses on his 
dair;;· cattle, if th<>,·e is ,a <:lrought, and in 
many other ways. It is, therefore, only a 
fair thing that by co-operation-non-interfer· 
Cll{'e by the State-he should gain some 
rcwctrcl for what he is able to pro-duee. It is 
contrary to the principle·' of hon. member' 
op;>o•·,ite-pcrhaps not contrary to their 
personal opinions-but it is contrary to the 
]Hinciples of thosP ho command them, ·and 
who have is·,ucd their ultimatum. "That is 
the policy you bave to carry out; whether it 
is statesmanlike or not, it is the nolicv vou 
haYe to plncP before the Legislature and 
carrv into effect." vYc know what the effect 
is-that iwn. members opoosite have to obev 
the commands issued from outside. and if 
th0y do not, when an election comes along, 
the.v arC' turned down themselves. According 
to report, some of the hon. members oppo­
·-itl' have become too ancient in their seats, 
and as the younger ones want a turn they are 
also to be turned out. I draw the attention 
of hon. members to the article I have just 
quoted, am:l they will discover that eo-opera· 
tion always produces some benefits for the 
producer without any State interference. 

The PREMIER: Does it refer to State inter­
fert'nce in th<tt article? You put that in 
yourself. 
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Hoc:-;. J. G. APPEL: It. has been Droved 
o·.·c·r ancl over again that when the State 
int.Prfon·' in matters of which it has no know­
ledge, then it is not for the benefit of the 
pr:1na.ry produc..:r. Hon. n1ernberr._. opposite 
may think that thcv knocx more than men 
( _:_lf~agcd in prima.rv · ind:~·•trif''",, but I am not 
prepared ·uJ give Hem credit for tho-e state­
rncnt,.. l havr:- end,·avoured to ~.;ive reasons 
,.-hy I am opposed to this measure. The 
pri1n~uy producers have built- up ROITIC 
cxcelle"lt co-op,'rutiYc orga!ljsatioi s--butter 
factoric·, ehc;_S!' factories, bacon fal tories, 
~ewl prodtK· larket'·-all bcini for the 
ben~fi' of the primary prodlh Prs. In the first 
sec:sion, when mr mhers opposit., appeared on 
the Treasury benches in the IIou-e, I, as 
leader of the Farmers' party, stcid that I was 
prepared to eupport leny legislation from the 
Government side that wa•• for the encourage­
ment and support c.; the primary producer, 
a''· an~vthi~1g that \Va ~ for his benefit and 
encouragement would he for the prosperity 
of the State, and the purty to which I 
lwlonged ,,·ould give it hE'u.rty support. 

The PREJfiER: That \\as so much hlk. 

HoK. J. G. APPEL: From that time everv 
Act of a.dministration and every Act of 
log;islation hy the pres"nt Government bar; 
]wen aimc i at that particular section of the 
community. Why, I do not know, because 
the Premier naist realise that vou cannot 
:Jut the burden of taxaEon always on one 
section of the communit:1·. You can'not permit 
another section alwe..vs to ,.,,,cape taxation. If 

one section of th•' communitv is 
[10 p.m.] continually laden ·with direct 

taxation, · the result must be 
failur~ and disaster. And I say that is the 
object of all the legislation which h<~'·• been 
introduced, flnd that it is the object of this 
particular piece of legislation. It is a piece 
of l<>gisla tion "-hi eh, even if it goes into 
Committ0e, as it undoubtedlv will, because 
the Gon'rnment have a sufficient maioritv 
for that purpose, is not sus~entiblc to amend­
ment. It is bad from root to branch, and I 
trust it will Dev<'r be placed on the statute­
bouk of tlH' "tate. I propose to oppose it at 
eH·ry st•1-ge while it is before the Assembly. 

::\h. BRIDGES P',nc'qlz): This seems to 
b" a very small and innocent little Bill. 
Th~ PRE~~IER: Innocent, but useful. 

J\h. BRIDGRS: It is certainlv onlv a 1ittle 
Biil, but we :ne rather suspicious of these 
little Bilk 

?vir. McMINl'.: You are built that way. 

JHr. BRIDGES: My name is Thomas, 
"oth,.,n,-ise Didymus," and I cannot help 
being su,picious of th0ce measures. \Ve pre­
viously had before n& a Sugar Acquisition 
Bill, whi~h contained a dragnet clause, and 
this measure may have a dragnet clause in 
it. 

The PREMIER : It will drag some of you 
people out of Parliament. 

::'vh. BRIDGES: Th" hon. gentleman may 
he dragged out with me. 

The PREMIER : \V e will chance that. 

::'vir. BRIDGES: \Ve chance a good manv 
things, but they do not alway~ come off. 
One reason why I view this measure with a 
good -dPal of ,-uspicion is that there is a great 
dPal which is left to regulation. When we 
were on that si:cie of the House we were told 
that m'ltters wer0 left to re;;ulation which 
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ought to be dealt ,.-ith in the Bill. If it was 
ri"ht at that time that matters should be 
de"'alt with in the Bill itself, it is right now. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: The 
Mine tbr may want to establish a fruit can­
ning factory. 

Mr. BRIDGES: I arn glad the Minister 
has made that intcrj ection, becctuse it re­
minds me that there is a suggestion that the 
denartment should establish a factory to 
eo.~ pincc. for the sold_iers' settl.ement >J.t 
Bcerbunum. I am afrard they wrll not do 
., great deal of pine canning for any place 
out,idr- the local market. • 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC L.\NDS : We ar\> 
getting "liffcrent reports from the commi;­
sionerS: v~ ho have gone abroad. 

::\ir. BRIDGES: I do not want to go into 
the question of tl;e comJ?jssioners to-night. I 
repeat th:>t I vww wrth a great deal of 
suspicion this little Bill, and that I do not 
think it is nec~ssary. 

At se1·cn minutes past 10 o'clock, 
The SPEAKER re,umed the chair, 
Mr. BRIDGES: The Government did not 

require any ~\et of Parliament to carry out 
State butchers' ,hops or to purchase sta­
tions, and they do not require an Act of Par­
liament to establi"h a State produce agency. 
The Minister has told us that this is an 
experiment. The Gover;rment. can. make a;rr 
exporimPnt without paHr;1g. thrs Brll, and lf 
thev do so and find that rt IS succes"ful, they 
<'an" then ask the House to pa's the measure. 
\V c c<Lnnot help being suspicion-; nf it at the 
pre,ent time. The Government comman­
·deercd our butter, and thev II!ay comman­
deer our cabbages. I am not go;ng to labo_ur 
the question, but I wou.ld advrse the Mm­
istcr to withdraw the Brll. If h<; wants to 
experiment in this matter, let hrm rent a 
shop, just as the Governnwnt rent shop~ for 
butcherinp; purpofles. C"arry on the bustnes:-:. 
in a small way, and then, if they show that 
they are doing fairly by the pro•duc~l' a':d 
the con 3umer, such a measur? .as thrs w~ll 
have our .. upport. Let the Mmrster start m 
a humble way, and when he has got '?ur 
confidence bP can introduce a comprehcnsiV(_' 
me :,sure dcflling with the whole subject. But 
at present I am afraid that. he wants cheap 
< ahbages from the farmer m or.der t~J pro­
vide cheap food for the con'·umcr "' thP 
tc,wn. I believe the ::'.Iinicter is syJ?pathche 
with the farmer, but I think he rs c·ympa­
thetic \Yith the consumer to the ext~nt of 3<!. 
and sympathetic with the farmGr to the 
extent of 2d. If I was sure that tJ:cr; .w:: ~ 
no f0ar of the Gm·ernment e .. tabhshmg, 
monopoly and r-otting tl;c ".'hole of tlr<' 
farm, rs' produce and sellmg rt chc tp, nM 
caring ho ,, wneh it cost the farmer ~o prc.­
<luce it, I would be more favourably dl'·pos~d 
tGwards th Bill, but "t present I wou,d 
adyiee th" Minister to withdraw the me;.~sure. 

J\Ir. PETRIE (Tonmbul): I beg to moYe 
th0 a·djomnment of tl1E' debate. 

The PRE1!l:'R: That is not in accordan<" 
with the arrrngement. 

Mr. BRTDGLl: Yes, ten minutes p,lst 1L 
o'dock. 

The PRE>IIER: Don't do it again. 
Question put and passe-d. 
The rcrmmption of the debate was m:,de an 

Order of the Day for to-morro'l". 
The House adjourned at ten minu1·'>s pa.·t 

10 o'clock 




