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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

\VEDXESDAY, 29 AcGcST, 1917. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. W. ::\fcCormack, Cairns) 
took the chair at half-past 3 o'clock. 

PAPER. 

The following pape;·, laid on the ta!Jle, 
was order<'d to be printed:-

Report on Government relief for 1916-17. 

PROPOSED QUESTIO~S. 

Ho;; .• T. TOL::\1IE (Too1coomba): I desire 
to ask the Chief Secretary question No. 1 
standing in :.ny name. 

The PREMIER (Hon. T. J. Ryan, Barcoo): 
I do not propose to answer any questions 
until the motion standing in the hon. gentle­
man's name is disposed of. 

GOVERN:ll:E}IT MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

THE RECE~T RAILWAY STRIKE. 
WANT OF CONFIDENCE MOTION. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE. who was received with 
Opposition "Hear, hears," in rising to move 
t?e motion standing in his name, said : The 
time has now come when it is desirable to 
discuss the attitude of the Government in 
relation to the recent strike. When the 
strike took place the Government assumed 
an attitude that commended itself to the 
people of Queensland. 

The PRE:liiER: And they continued that 
attitude to the end. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: The Government stated 
that it was going to act in a constitutional 
way, and "as going to uphol·d sound and 
good government in the State of Queensland. 
When that statement was made it corn­
mended itself to all phases of public thought. 
P_ublic men throughout Queensland recog­
msed that the Govemment 'vere taking up 
an attitude which was a right and a sound 
one. I Hear, ]war!) \Vhether thev a"reed 
with the Government in politics or "not" they 
were determined that the Gm-ernment ;hould 
have a fair show to carrv on the nco-otiations 
in connection with the "strike and 

0

to see it 
through. 

The PRE~liER : You never do exprc"s any 
approval of our attitude at any time. 

Ho>r. J. TOL:YliE: The Chmnber of Com· 
mcrce here in Brisbane pa;c·ced a resolution 
approving of the attitude that had been 
enunciated b:; the Government. 

The PRE:lli~R: Did the Opposition ever roy 
that? 

Ho". J. TOL::\IIE: When we consider the 
constitution of that body, and know that it 
stands for the business community of the 
capital city of Queensland--

Mr. COLLINS: A gelf-electe-d body. 
Ho". J. TOLMIE: And also e1:~phasisecc 

the opinion of thoughtful men throughout 
Queenslond, even though they may be a 
self-elected body, then I say the weight of 
public opinion l1ehind the Government ought 
to have given then1 courage to do the right 
thing. In relation to the interjection about 

a self-elected body, I shall have something to 
say about that matter before I have finished. 
I believe that evc>n the ::\'ational Political 
Council, a body absolutely opposed to the 
Government-(Government laughter)-passed. 

rEoolution stating that so long as the Go­
vernment were actuated by high principles 
the:, would receive the support of that body. 

::\Ir. );IcLACHLA>r: Is not that the bodv 
which said that nothing but i.he best will do.? 

HON .. J. TOL::'.IIE: Hon. members on this 
· idc refrained from taking up any attitude 
that would hamper the Government in con­
nection with the bminess they had in hand. 

The PREo!IER: You were afraid of taking 
action. 

Hox. J. TOL::\llE: \Ve were prepared to 
take anv action for the maintenance of Con­
stitutiOiial principles, and if hon. members 
oppo>ite behind the Premier require-d our 
assistance, we were prepared to give all the 
ascistance "-e could. 

The PREonER : You were verv successful in 
concealing it. · 

Ho;;. J. TOL::\IIE: The hon. gentleman 
has state-d that we di-d not play the square 
game with him, as leader of the House, 
during the period when the strike was on. 
The Premier never made any approaches to 
hon. members on this side asking for assist­
ance in connection with the matter. If he 
had made that approach, I am quite certain 
that hon. members on this side would have 
activelY co-operated with him, as they did 
pa,,sively co-operate with him during the 
period of the strike. Was it the function of 
the Opposition to approach the Gowrnment, 
and ask the Government to allow them to 
participate in the management of the affairs 
of the StatP, in the administration of the 
Government? If the Government needed 
assistance from the Opposition, was it not 
the right and equitable course for the Go­
vermnent to approach the Opposition? That 
thev did not do, and from that the inference 
can' be drawn that thev did not want the 
assistance of the Opposition. 

:\h. Mc11r;,;;; : They did not need it. 

Ho:-~. J. TOL::\liE: Yery well, I take it 
t11at such is the case. But notwithstanding 
the fa~t that thev did not want or need 
the assistance of the Opposition, that assist­
ance was readv and "·ould have been forth­
coming at any' time that the Government l"e­
quirecl it. 

The Pnr:nER: 'Cp to what stage had they 
the pacsi ve ;!ssistance of the Opposition ? 

Hox. J. TOL::l.IIE: You had the passive 
assistance' of the Opposition until the period 
you departed from coiLtitutional principles. 

The PRE:\!H.R What date? 

Ho". .J. TOL::\IIE : I will gh·e you the 
date. There "-as no desire on our part to 
gain party credit at the expense of the Go­
Yernmcnt. During the time the struggle was 
frn "\YC ll1ade no overt or an~~ other action in 
tLat direction. Sitting in his place in this 
Chamber last Thursday the hon. gentleman 
1nRd--~ aspersions against the character of 
those \Yho fought politically against him, 
statin<; that thev were endeaYouring to put 
ob,tructions in his way in dealing with the 
strik''. He made reference to a case "·hich 
occurred at Cairns-in your mYn electorate, 

lion. J. TolndP-.1 
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1~~- Speaker-where an or,caniser named Mr. 
W tlhams had made certain oyertures to the 
men engaged in the strike, askino- them to 
continue to ad in the way they "had been 
actmg. I haYe here a telegram from l\1r 
Williams, in which he says- · 

"Lettergram re Cairns received This 
is absolutely false. No such st;tement 
made. \Yriting fully." 

The PRE)!IER : \V e want to -hear the letter­
gram to explain the telegram. 

Hox. J. TOL::\liE: The telegram sent to 
me, as the hon. gentleman knows, was the 
substance of the charo-e which was made bv 
the Chief Secretary o~ Thur&day afternoon.' 

The PRD!IER : You oue-ht to rea-d the letter­
gram, which speaks for ~itself, I presume. 

Hox. J. TOLMIE (reading)-
" In the Legislative Assemblv on 

Thursday last the Premier made a' state­
ment rega.rding the ::'\ ationalists' attitude 
towards the X orthem strike. In the 
course of his speech he quoted from the 
Cairns 'Times' of 15th August, an 
alleged rema.rk by Mr. \Villiams. a 
Kational PDlitical Council organiser, 
who was stated to have said, 'This rail­
way strike has sounded the death knell of 
the Ryan Labour Government." 

There is no question about that. (Loud Go­
vernment laughter.) 

"FollDwing this wa.s a prediction that 
the Ryan Government's re'·ignation would 
be handed in if the strike continued." 

That is not likely to happen so long as the 
Governmc,nt have a chance of place or power. 

"The National Political Council tele­
graphed Mr. Williams, quoting the report 
above referred to. Mr. \Villiams replied 
as follows : -' Lettergram re Cairns 
reeeind. This is absolutely false. No 
such statement made.' " 

The PRE}!IER: \Yhy don't you quote the 
statement? 

Hox. J. TOLMIE-

'.' ~eferring to the matter last night, an 
Dffietal of the National Political Council 
stated that there was evidence to support 
an mference that the Cairns ' Times ' 
r:port was nothing more than an inven­
~wn. To prove this he quoted the follow­
me-. paragraph, which appeared in the 
'Tr.mes' on 8th August, two issues earlier 
than the Dne in which ::Ylr. \Villiams's 
alleged remarks were quoted:-' It mav 
be that the Ryan La.bour Governmen't 
have treated the emplovees of the railwav 
well, and we; much reg'ret ~hat they have 
gone on stnke. \Ve constder it an un· 
:vise step, and are rather of opinion that 
rt has _beer: l~rgely mgineered by anti­
Labounte'i msrde a.nd outside the railwa v 
service. Now that this has e\·entuatPd 
Tories _are jubilant. boldly stating that 
the stnke has sounded the death knell 
of the Ryan Labour Go,-ernment. \Ye 
feel confident that the bulk of the rail· 
way workers have no desire to see that 
come a.bout, and whether the prediction 
of the Tories would prove correct or not 
largely depends upon the deYelopments 
of the next few days. The position is 
very. gra\·e, and requires the deepest 
consrderalion of all parties concerned.' 
Thus the 'Times.' two issues before it 

[Hon. J. Tolm?·e. 

accused Mr. \Villiams. used the words 
whic!t it a_fterwards. in a g~neral way, 
put m to hts mouth." 

There is no evidence that the hon. gentle­
man can produce, or that the hon. gentlemen 
sitting on the other side can produce, to 
show that any party opposed to the present 
Government did anything to obstruct them 
during the period of the strike. 

Mr. LAl(D: Of <>Jurse you did. 
HoN. J. 'l'OLMIE: There was no attempt 

whatever made by the Opposition to hamper 
the Government. That is quite patent, not 
only to hon. members sitting in this Chamber, 
but to persons outside the Chamber as well. 
The appeal we are making here is not made 
to hon. gentlemen opposite. They will ex­
press their confidence in the adion of the 
Government. That goes w·ithout saving .. 
The probability is that they will move some 
resolution grandiloquently praising them­
selves for the attitude thev ha.ve assumed in 
connection with the strike·. 

Mr. FOLEY: Don't anticipate. 
Ho". J. TOLMIE: That will be quite in 

keeping with the Government and their sup­
porters on the other side. \Ye arc appealing 
here to a broader Parliament-to the people 
outside, to "horn the hon. gentleman will 
have to rendl'l' an account before many 
months have passed away, and in whose 
minds their ac-tions in connection with the 
strike will be quite clear at that time. All 
that we could do in a reasonable wav to assist 
thP Government was done. If our 'assistance 
had been asked in a larger way it would 
certainly have been forthcoming. 

The PRE1IIER: Tell us anything you did. 
Hox. J. TOLMIE: The Government were 

given an a.bsolutely free hand to conduct 
that strike right from the beginning to the 
end. and thev failed to act constitutionally 
throughout. 

The PRE:IIIER: The men have resumed 
work. 

HoN. J. TOL::\1IE: There is evidence that 
right from the beginning the Government 
have been in the hands of unconstitutional 
bodies outside this Chamber. As a result of 
that the Government have flouted their own 
laws. Is not that indictment sufficiently 
severe? If hon. gentlemen on the other side 
were guided by principles of sound govern­
ment it would cause them to move in a body 
from the support of the Government. The 
Government passed legislation and then 
flouted their own laws to gain their own 
ulterior ends. In doing that the Government 
ha,·e humiliated their own courts. \\'hen the 
Government descend so low as to humiliate 
their own courts. then thej· m·ust lose the 
c<.teem of all right-thinking men and the 
general public outside. It will be shown that 
this Go1·ernment, in ib ·desire to retain the 
position it now occupies, has surrendered its 
powers to an administration-not even to 
hon. membf>rs in this Chamber, not even to 
the men behind them in this House-but to 
an outside body altogether, an nnelected 
body. a bod_1· whose election is not recognised 
by the people. I feel certain that the hon. 
member for Bowen will join with me in 
regard to that matter. 

Mr. COLLIXS : The hon. memb0r for Bow en 
will never surrender his powers to any 
chamber of commerce. (Hear, hear!) 

Hox. J. 'rOLMIE: The hon. member says 
he will never surrender his powers to any 
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<ehamber of commerce. The hon. member 
Ior Bow en is quite prepared to sh )W sub­
servience to an outside authoritv. and to a 
'<.lclegated authority at that. " 

Mr. FoLEY: \Yhat pmver are you referring 
to? 

Hox. J. TOL:\IlE: That points to the 
>degradation of the Government now sitting 
·on the front Treasurv benches. 

The PREMIER: Are" ;pu quoting from the 
·"Courier" leader? 

Hox. J. TOL~HE: \Ye might ask our­
selves when did the degradation of the 

·Government commence? \Ye have onlv to 
throw back our minds a vear or two ,~·hen 
the hon. gt>ntleman wh~ is leading the 
Government to-dav was taken forciblv to 
the hullring at the. 'rradei• Hall by the 'hon. 
member for It ha< a, :\Ir. Gilday. and there 
·a lesson wa, l'bld to him imprPssing upon 
him that he was to take his Ol'ders. not from 
·.his :Ylinistry or from the party in the Home. 
but from the Trades Hall. From that time 
right up to the present we 5ee that the 
Gorernment have been controlled in all their 
actions of any importance bv that outside 
body. That was the point of 'commencement 
of the degradation of the Government. But 
when we come down to the point of cul­
mination we see that thev reached a depth 
which is the lmve't that can be sounded 
by any political party. They commenced 
when they surrendered themselves to certain 
unions, and it culminated when thev abro­
.gated the laws oi the land to secur';, place 
and pO\ver, when they submitted to the dicta­
tion of the railway porters at \YallanO'arra 
as to how those individuals should co~duct 
their duty, and when the.r submitted to the 
Northern strikers taking possession of the 
railways of this State. I put a question to 
the Minister for Railwavs as to whether the 
railway strikers of the North were in posses­
sion of the railways. and he informed me that 
'Uch was not the case. The next day the 
Minister's statement was wired to the North 
and I received this telegram from th~ 
Chamber of Commerce at Herberton-

" Coyne's reply you re railways abso­
lutely incorrect. Refer you district traffic 
1nanager.'' 

I again asked the Minister for Raiiwavs if 
:the railways in the North were in the posses­
.sion of the strikers. Y esterda v he told me 
that he w:rs going to make inquiries. I do 
not need the hon. gentleman to make in­
•quiries now, because I have a statement here 
·which appeared in the public Press in regard 
to that matter-

" MAR~ ::\lEETIXG OF RAILWAY l.JEX HELD 
IX THEATRE ROYAL. 

"Townsville. ::\Iondav. 
" A mass meeting was helcl this morn­

ing at the Theatre Roval. and after a 
short dis~ussion, the meeting was ad­
journed till 2 o'clock. Com•iderable 
anmscmcnt was caused bv the members 
of 'out~icle' union•· rushi'llg the gallery 
whc·ro )Jll'kc•ts had not ·been placed." 

E;·en the outside unions \Yere not allowed to 
he present. 

"The gallon· was finally cleared. A 
number of adclrecs• . were dclh·ered. 

"Replying to an interjection 'Arc 
you a member of the I.\Y.\\'. ?' the sec­
retary (l\Ir. Rymer) ·said he had nnt vet 
readwd that stage of education. 
(Cheers.) But for ail that there were 
some things we could !ear~ from that 

bodv. A rr.0mber of the House had asked 
Mr.' Covne if it were true that the strike 
committee was in control of the Northern 
rail" a vs. He was sur" if the gentleman 
who a'sked that question could see our 
pickets at the station, and the request 
from various bodies for pernuts to do 
various things, he would have realised 
how ridiculous his question was. 'We 
have absolute control,' he said, ' and I 
hope the time will c Jme v;hpu the men 
will always be in ~nntrol.' 13esideo the 
1natter of retrospcctivih~, the:, n1ust con­
sider future control. Thev came out as 
an Ol;!l"ani5ed body, and would return as 
such. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGR!CcLT~·RE: They 
have returned. 

Hox. ,J. TOLJ\1IE : \VhPn a Redion of tlw 
public seryants can get up in public meetings 
and tell th€ Governmem to their t• ,,th that 
thev are in control of the Government, it 
!colts pretty bad. 

The PREoHER: As long as the,· are not in 
control of the Government that i' all I am 
concerned about. 

Go\ ERX}IEXT II1EoiBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Hox .• J. TOL~HE: That i-; the >tatemcnt 
of the Chief Socrctarv-that ,,, long as they 
are not in control of" the Government he i., 
satisfied. His actions in connc:ction with 
the strike were all directed in the direction 
of handing over the control to outside bodies. 

The PRE}flER: If they had had control of 
the Government thcv would have had their 
retrospective pay a11d their pay while they 
were on >otrike. You are only ;;orry that 
they have gone back to work. 

GoYERX}lENT l\1E}!BERS: Hear, hear ! 

Hox. T. 'rOLl\HE: There are a number 
of things to be taken into consideration. 
There is a party which sit'l on the Govern­
ment side of the House and there are the 
Government themselves and the individual 
Ministers. During this strike the Chief 
Secretarv has been chiefly in the limelight, 
and the "Minister for Raihvays has occupied 
a more subservient position, inasmuch as a 
good deal of the control of the strike passed 
into the hands of the Chief Secretary. The 
Secretarv for Public \Yorks was sent up to 
'fownsvil!e to see what he could do, buG he 
returned without doing anything. When he 
left Townsville there was no one to say fare­
well to him He left the place in disgrace 
so far as the wDrkers in the Xorth were con­
cerned. He had not been in touch with 
them for a considerable time he was in the 
J\'orth. They practically sent him to 
Coventrv and he remained in a state of 
splendicf' isolation waiting for a boat to 
take him bxck to Brisbane. If we trace the 
hist0rv of the strike we will see that the 
real ~trike commenced when the Minister 
for ·works broke relati<ms with the strikers 
at 'I'ownsville. Then we h·:ve from that on 
the conduct of the busine" bv the Premier. 
On 7th Alignst the Premier· made the de­
claration that he was going to st:md by the 
....\.rbitr.~tion _\('t and for cJnstitntional prin­
~iples. In furtherance of that statement, he 
S"litl-

" It appEars to n,e that the r:1en have 
been ill-advised on the action they have 
taken. 

" He did not know on the information 
before him how they g0r the impre~sion 
the .>ward would be made rettosp··ctJve. 

Hon. J. Tolmie.) 
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" He conceived the dutv of the Go­
vernment would be perfectly plain, and 
they would be h.~cked in their attitude 
by public opinion. Strikerd through the 
court had been benefited to the extent of 
£450,000 per rtnm1m." 

That "as a true sta~{'ment of the position. 
The PREJJIER: It is stili the position. 
Hox. J. TOLMIE : That was the attitude 

assumed by the Premier when he had visions 
o! doi~g his, .duty to his country and doing 
his du y to mmself, \vhen he had the moral 
courage to stand up and face the gathering 
storm, and he did that which he ought to 
have done sooner. 

Th£ PHE:IliER: I did it all the time. 
HoN. J. TOLJ\HE: It is of no use the 

hon. gentleman getting angry with me. (Go­
ver~1mem laughter.) f.!e will have &11 oppor­
tum ty of defending himself, if it be possible 
to defend himself for such a dereliction of 
du!y us the Premier and his colleagues were 
gmlty of. On the lOth August. the Premier 
ma<l: certain remarks with reg·ard to a 
cardmal plank of the Labour platform and 
the basic rock on \vhich it stood. He said-

" The GO\·ernment intends to uphohl 
the principle of industrial conciliation 
and comJ2ulsory arbitration which is e, 
cardinal principle of the L~bour party's 
platform." 

qn the 13th Au~ust he issued what was pre.c­
ticelly a manifesto declarin"' what was the 
posi~io!' in regard _to the reb·ospectivity and 
JUsbfymg the actwn taken by the court. 

Up till thnt 1 ime no fault could 
[4 p.m.j be found with the attitude taken 

. ~P by tho Premier, but on 25th 
August, wl11ch was last Saturdev the con-
dition changed. -' 

The PRE}fiER: Last Saturday? 
HoN. J. TOLMIE: The 25th Auo-ust which 

was last Saturday. In a staten';'ent' which 
appeared in the public Prf'ss on that date 
the. Premier said that the Government had 
d.e~Ided to refe~ . the. question of retrospec­
tlvity to the A_rbitrahon Court, and further, 
that he was gmng to refer to the Arbitration 
Court also th<' question of whether these 
men should be pnid their wa""es for the 
period dnring \Vhi~:h they were nflonting the 
law~ of the country e.nd not dischargmg their 
·c!ut1es. ~ut he went further, and he said that 
tne presHlent of the Arbitration C<mrt wel­
come{] the attitude that he was taking up. 

Yrr. POLLOCK : It shows how broadminded 
he is. 

HON. J. TOL~11IE: Does it not dww that 
he was temneramcntnlly fit? How could tlw 
president of the Arbiti·ation Court sav thal, 
he wel~omecl wmccthing that "as Bouting his 
auth:;;·rt>,~;-soi~H~thlng that was dPgrading his 
court. l thmk that the Ptcmier was ill­
infurmed when he maJe e, sretement of that 
kind. 

The Pnnnm: Does it not show his confi­
dence in his decision; 

Ho". J. TOL:YIIE: If it did show confi­
dence in his decision, whate\'er the> decision 
wa,c, he had a right to stand bv his court 
and to stand by himself. 'The h~n. munbcr 
pass~·cl a. n1easuro la~t. year placing hiin in 
an 11l1JH0gr::~.b1P po:"lhon, and he has de~ 
parted from that position of his own yoJition 
if the sh~emcnt made by the Premier is 
true: and 1n departmg from that position he 
i~ degrading the high vosition of the court. 

The SECHETARY FOR PcBLIC LAXDS : You are 
not doubtin,~ that it is true, are you? 

[/Inn. J. Tolmie. 

Hox. J. TOLMIE: I am doubting that it 
is true. I do not doubt that the Premier 
may believe that he was makmg a true 
statement in connection with the matter, but 
it is just possible that the Premier may be 
mistaken in regai:d to his attitude. I do not 
for one moment think that the president of 
the .-\rbitration Court \Vould degrade himself 
and the position by saying that he welcomed· 
the intervention of an outside irresponsible 
authority to oversee his work, and to over­
rule the decision at which he had arrived. 
\Yhen the Premier is asked by the Prime 
:Minister of Au;,tralia to put his house in• 
order, what does he do? Instead of saying, 
" I am attacking the position in a statesman­
like way, in a fearless way, and am dealing 
with the question that has arisen at the 
border," he tries to evadf' it altogether and 
wires to the Prime :Y1inister " that there is 
trouble ~omewhere else; try and get them 
to settle their trouble." 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Is that 
not true? 

HoN. J. TOL::'IIIE: It may be true, but if 
it be true a thousand times over, is it not the 
duty of the Government of this State to see 
that the public servants of this State carry 
out their duties in a proper manner? 

The PREMIER: The proper thing is to strike· 
at the root of the evil. 

HoN. J. TOL:VHE: Then we have the 
transition of the Minister for Railways in 
reo-ard to the position. In the first place 
he"' sa i<l he would see that the strikers 
"'enerally observed the award of the court. 
A month or two back he said the Government 
hau speciallv considered the question of retro­
spectivitv. 'The- Government were observing 
the awttrd and the strikers must do likewise. 
That was the right position to take up, and: 
that was the attitude that commended him 
to the general public, but he joined in the 
surrender on the 25th. The Government had 
to back down and he joined with them, and: 
he goes even further. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Wtts not that 
the day of victory? 

Hox .. J. TOLMIE: He advised the ::s-ew 
South \Val0s Governm0nt on the 28th that 
thcv had decided to allow the porters at 
\Y allang·arra to rlictate as to the manner In 
'vhieh they shall perform their <luties. · 

The SECRETARY FOR R.\ILWAYS:" Be fair. 

Hox . • T. TOLMIE: I am fair. and I >.m 
ahvays fair. ::\o one can ::.·av I an1 not fair 
in aily indictn1ent I n1ake Ug.2inst the Go­
v-ernnH~nt. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Then you 
an· unfortunate in your deductions. 

Hox. .J. TOL:YIIE: The hon. gentleman 
\virccl to the Acting- Premi0r of :::\ew South 
\Ya!t's te!lillg him that if anything was sent 
to the border in the \Vay o{ heaYv luggage 
or heavy parcels the:,· \\·oulcl not he carried 
on the Queensland Railways. 

Th" SECReTARY FOR ItHLWAYS: I never 
con11nunicated \Vith the ... ..\cting PrCinier of 
::'-iew South \Vales at all. You are entirely 
"\Vrong. 

Hox .. J. TOL:YIIE: If the hon. gentleman 
·die! no+ communicate with the Acting Premier 
of :l'\•'W South \Yalcs, he communicated \Vith 
the Commissioner or the Government of :::\ew 
South Wak~, and that does not destroy the 
fact that he communiuted with the Go· 
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vcrnment of ='Jew South \Vale~, that he had 
lost coutrol of the Railway Department, and 
that, unless the Goyernment of New South 
\Vales concurred in the conditions that "~ere 
laid dm;·n by the railway porters at Wallan­
garra, It would he impossible for much of 
the passens:crs' luggage and other produce 
sent from New South \Vales to come into 
this State. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: In effect I 
told him we did not "~ant to be in the posi­
tion that they were in. 

Ho!-1~ J. TPL:i\IIE: I am onh considering 
the effect 01 the statement on the public 
scn·ic? .of the State and upon the conditions 
prevailmg here. The indictments that have 
be,-n preferred against the Government are 
such as I believe will be substantiated bv 
public opinion throughout the State. The 
hon. gentleman in charge of the Government 
has been very anxious durin~ the last few 
days to concili;,te public opinion and to try 
and carry public opinion m·er to his side. 
·when he announced that the strike had ter­
minated, he said that no doubt there would 
be universal gratification throughout the 
State of Queensland. 

GOVER~OIE!-lT ~IDIBERS: Hear, hear! 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: I am prepared to admit 
that there is gratification throughout the 
State. that the railways in the North are 
rtjnnm!:(, but there is ·" feeling of shame 
througnout the State that the Government 
should .hav-; brought ab?ut the running of 
the trams m the wav m 'vhich thev did 
The indictment against the Government i~ 
i~s failure !n. the .discharge of its constitu­
tional admimstrat1ve functions and a Go­
vernment that fails in that r~spect has no 
right to. occupy the Treasury benches. \Ve 
further mdict the Government with a con­
spii:ac.7 with law-breakers to secure the degra­
datiOn of the Arbitration Court for the 
mutual benefit of each other at the expense 
of the honour and of justice to the rest 
of the community. 

0PPOSITIO'l c\fE)!BERS: Hear, hear ! 

Hox .. J. TOL1liE: We further indict the 
Government with the surrender of its powers 
as <; quvernnH~nt to tr ,H1es unionisn1 ; and 
we mchct the Governm~nt '"i th taking order,, 
for t~<' conduct of busmcss ~rom the porters 
of \\ allangana; and we mclict them for 
neglect of and injurv to ·the whole com­
munity. First of a'!l, there was a failure of 
the G<;vernmcnt,. when the strike took place, 
to resist aggression. Thev knew the strike 
teak place. and thev kne~v what th~ir dutv 
was, ber a use they -stated that thev were 
g.oing to carry out their dnties as a constitu­
tiOnal GoYernment. 

The PRE>mR : \V c did. 

Hox. J. TOL?.IIE: But when the strike 
occurred, and WIH'n these strikers told the 
Gm·er'!ment to their face that no more trains 
are gomg: to be run in the North of Queens­
lR nd until we dcda re thR t thev shall run 
what action did the Gm·er~ment take? 
·what action was taken bv the Actinr• Pre­
mier of Xcw South \Vales when a ;'lmilar 
condition was brought home to him? Did 
he not say, " So long as I a1n here in n1v 
position as Prime ::\Iinister of this State 
I will c~lTY on the administration of the 
Gm·ernment in accordance with the laws of 
New South \Valfs." And he has carried on 

the administration of the Government of 
J\'ew South \Vales in accordance with the 
laws of that State. 

The PRE:IHER: \Youkl vou like to have a 
similar state of affairo in ·Queensland to-day? 

Ho!-1. J. TOL:i\HE: \Yhcn peroons declared' 
that they would not go on with their employ­
mc:r~, he said, "The wo~·k of serving- the 
public must go on, and If. you, the public 
servanbo, \Yho ha,-e ha·d this work on hand 
for so long, decline to go on with that. work, 
then we must get someone else to do It." 

GoYERX}IE!-lT ::\fEoiBERS: Scabs. 
HoN. J. TOL::\IIE: And what was the 

rEsult? 'The public of New South \Vales 
realised that he was striking a high and a 
true note, and the public came to his assist­
ance and said, " We will see you through 
your difiiculty." 

Mr. ::\.Ic::\Irxx: They are not doing- it. 
.H0!-1. J. TOLMIE: And they 'are seeing 

him through his ·difficulty. The railways are 
running, and the other services of the State 
are being carried on. That is the attitude, 
when the unions of the North assumed an 
aggressive attitude, that the Government 
should have taken up-the attitude that was 
taken up by the Premier of New South 
IV ales. And then, again, in relation to the 
failure of the Government to discharge its 
constitutional administrative duties, I have 
to point out that not only did they fail to 
resist aggression, but they failed to exer­
cise the authoritv that \vas vested in them. 
They failed to 'enforce the award of Mr. 
Justice ~IcCa wlev as between the Commis­
sioner of Railways and the railway em­
ployees. It was the province of the Govern­
ment to exercis•_· authority. They 'are placed 
in a position of power and authority in 
order that they ma.v exercise such, but when 
the strikers refused to carrv on under the 
award, they rehiscrl to exercise that autho­
rity that rightly belongs to them. After 
that there was a failure to ,discharge their 
ordinarv routine duties. 'l'he railwa vs of 
Xorth 'Queensland have to serve the in­
trrests of that portion of the State. There 
are thomand'. of people that have to b& 
supplied \Ylth necessities through the medium 
of t~he raihn vs, and notwithstanding that 
Hlch was the 'case no supplies were sent to 
those people. The Government remained 
inacth~e during that time-that is, they made 
no attempt \vhatsoever to put into power the· 
"uthority the:-~ pcssess, and that was to get 
other persons to carry on that service if 
th< se in ch.trge faile,d to do so. 

The PRE:I!IER: How is it that the railways 
in X ort h ('ueensland are not still i,dle? 

Hox. J~ TOL::\liE: 'l'he hon. gentleman 
will be a blc to tell a waiting- public 'vhen 
the occasion is presented to him. He can 
tell thfm the reason whv the railwavs re­
mained idle so long, an'd the reason why 
thPy are running to-day, and he can also 
tdl the pnblic, if he feels so disposed, how 
that was brought about by the ,;urrender, by 
the Premier and those associated with him, 
0f tlJo~f'· bigh principles of goyern1nent 'vh:iC'h 
they shoulrl have maintaine,cJ and upheld, if 
not for themseh·es, at any rate for their· 

~1r. D. RYA!-1: You had a longer strikEr 
three years ago. 

HON. .J. TOL::\liE: Xow, we have in­
dicted the Government with having sur­
r,cm!crcd its constitutional principles, to the 

Hon. J. Tolmie.} 
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ilcgradation of the Arbitration Court. 
\Vhen the Arbitration Bill was before this 
House in 1915-1916 an attempt was made by 
those sitting on this side of the House to 
try and provide for an appeal from the 
. \rbitration Court. The hon. gentleman in 
-charge of the Bill resisted that in every 
·direction. It will be seen from " Hansard" 
"that I made an earne-;t appeal to the hon. 
,gentleman who was in charge of the Bill 
"that provision should be made for an appeal 
:court. I said, speaking on page 743-

"Later on-dealing with that point­
I am going to show you that the fact 
that legislative power was given to the 
-court has been the downfall of the 
Arbitration Court under the Federal Go­
vernment. There is a cl a us·" which sa vs 
there is no limit to the powers of the 
-court. This court will possess powers 
such as Cresar never possessed. H will 
possess power, which the Kaiser, in his 
wildest dreams of power, has nevH 
·dreamt of possessing. There is no 
appeal fro'm this com;t. \Ve know that 
l1on. gentlenl'cn on the other side of the 
·C~amber ha_ve for years past come clown 
with resolutions ur,.mg that there should 
be courts of app')al for the railway men, 
·courts of appeal fat· the public servants, 
-courts of appeal fC'I' the policemen, and 
-courts of appeal where\-er it was possible 
·to mak9 court- of appr,al. 

"Mr. Foley: Why not·? 

"Hon, J. TOL1IIE: \Vhy not? I quite 
-a-gree with the hon. member. But here, 
when ho?. members opposite have an 
opportumty, for the first time, to pro­
VIde a court of appeal thev take "!Wav 
f::om the workers of Queensland the 
nght of appeal. Is that in conformitv 
with the utterances we have heard from 
them time and time again when they 
were sitting on thi< side of the House­
when they we.re asking for wider powers 
and greater hberty for the working men 
of Queensland?" 

Later on I said-
" We gave the railway workers an 

appeal l;10arcl. W ~ also grantr·d appE'al 
boards m o_ther mstances. The spirit 
·of the age Is to ask for the power of 
appeal. But here, for the first time­
·thos~ who claim to be the people's 
Parliament, those who claim to be the 
workers' Parliament, those who claim 
-to be put there by the working men of 
Queenslary.d-the first ~ime they have the 
·opportumty, they begm to put chains on 
the men who put them there." 

A GovERNMEXT ME1IBER: \Vho said that? 

HC?x. ~- TOLMIE: I said that when the 
Arbitratwn _Act was going through this 
~ouse : and If hon. gentlemen on the other 
Side had been guided by me thev would 
have accepted the position and wo;,ld have 
.made an opportumty for an appeal. But 
th~ _hon. gentl~man in . charge-the present 
Mmister for Vi orks--sa1d that thev de;.ired 
most emphatically that there shol{ld be no 
appeal-that once the Arbitration Court had 
spoken, once. thc_re had been an appeal to 
the Full Arbitration Court, thc·n there should 
be no appeal against the d-,cision of the 
-court. 

The PREOIIER: Y_ou think there cught to 
·!be an appeal agam~t it~ decision? 

[-i'lon. J. Tolmie. 

Hox. J. TOL!IHE: I am' not speaking 
to-dav of what I think ought to be the case; 
I am only speaking of the law as we find 
it, or as we made it; and I am only speak­
ing of the way in which the Chief Secret':ry 
has been the instrument of the degradatwn 
of the Industrial Court of this State Then 
we come to this question-what action has 
been taken to a vert the strike? The leader 
of the Government. who stood forth and 
told the public, " I am going to. act in a 
constitutional wa v, and I am gomg to see 
this strike thrmigh to the end," lost his 
courage, turned tail on the attitude which 
he had taken up-the right attitude which 
he had assumed-and endeavoured to find a 
way out of the difficulty in which he was 
placed. 

The SECRETARY FOil RAILWAYS: In other 
words, he kept his word. 

Hox. J. TOL:V1IE: In other words, he 
enclea vomed to buy people back into the 
service. 

The PRDIIER : What price was paid? 

Hox. J. TOLMIE: He asked for the 
assernblarre of a congress of trade unions 
to come ~to Brisbane to take np the duties 
of the administration of the Government. 

The PRE1IIER: ::\ot at all. 

Hox. J. TOLMIE: That congress met 
here in Bri--bane, while hon. gentlemen 
passed in ancl out of this Chamber w~th 
looks downcast-IGovernm·ent· laughter}-m­
<licating the position in which they were 
when the congress turned them out. And 
then came the surrender of the Government 
to this outside bodv. The Governme-nt• said, 
" If the strikers ":ill go back to work, we 
will break down all constitutional prin­
ciples; we will make the laws of this State 
of no effect; and we will ask for another 
arbitration tribunal." \\'here, I ask, is the 
authoritv for another arbih·ation tribunal? 
The laws of the land have fixed the Arbitra­
tion Court of Queensland; the laws of the 
land make no opportunities for the election 
of another tribunal while the present is in 
force ; and instead of coming down and 
wiping out th~ Act and passing legi~lation 
that might give them an opportumty of 
dealing with the matter in a legal way-in 
a constitutional way-they attempted to take 
down the public, and to take clown the men 
who were out on strike. This is the position 
·with regard to these men. 'I'hev have said, 
" If YOU go back to your work we Will 
guara'ntee you two things"--

Mr. PAYXE: \Vhy didn't you urge them to 
assist the men on strike? 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: "We will guarantee 
that this matter of retrospecth·ity will be 
nferred again to another Arbitration Court; 
that is one thing. We will guarantee you 
-and we \vill guarant •e that notwithstand­
ing the fact that vou haye been breaking tho 
lctws of the lanrl; ~-ou have been causing 
misery to the people of this State; you 
have been causing industrial depressions­
notwithstanding all these things we will ask 
the .\rbitration C-ourt to adjudicate on tho 
quf'stion as to whether you will be paid for 
the time that vou have been doing all those 
things." It was on these two distinct pro­
miSE'S that the vm·ious unions in Korth 
Queensland decided to return to work. It 
is corruption. and corruption of the basest 
and lowest kind. (Hear, hear.} And the 
unions of North Queensland are expecting 
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the GoYC-'l'l1111t'nt to cnrrv out tho::::=. condi~ 
tion~. The GoY01'1lll1C'llt ~say rhat they are 
going to inYite a g-;_,ntlt:lna.n fl,)nl another 
State, We all know that he occupies a high 
position in ... \n~t ~·alia, and he is a 1nan of 
great attainments. What I think is this­
I n1ay be Yi·rong in ray judgnu::nt of hin1-
I don't think that this gentle1nan is going 
t<J come to Qm'ensland on the conditionB that 
are laid down by the Chief Secretary to this 
Jnatt..:r. 

The PRE)JIER: \Vhat made you think th,t? 

Ho". J, 'l'OL::\1IE: I said I think he will 
not. I may be wrong, I said, in my estima­
tion of his character. But I don't think a 
man occupying--

The PRE1IIER: You bave a different esti­
mate of his character to what. I haYe. 

Ho". J. TOL::YliE: \Yell, all right; I ha Ye 
a different estimate on a good many things 
to what the hon. gentleman has; and I am 
very pleased that there is Bnch a .difference. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC IxsTRcCTION: 
That is \\'hy you are there. 

Ho:;'. J. TOLMIE: I am not going to be 
dragged away from the thread of my argu­
ment. I don't for one moment think that 
the gentleman that is referred to-that is, 
the Judge of the Industrial Court of the 
Commonwealth-is going to come to Queens­
land to adjudicate on a matter on which 
he has no jurisdiction, and on which there 
is no power to give him jurisdiction; and 
on a matter on \vhich he cannot enforce his 
decision. That is the poBition. They are 
going to ask this gentleman to come here to 
be practically a tool, a plaything, for a 
Government that has failed to meet its 
obligations to the public, such as this Govern­
ment has failed. I don't for one moment 
think that l\Ir. Justice Higgins is going to 
put himself in l:hat position. If he comes 
to Queensland without jurisdiction, without 
power to enforce his mvarcl, what is going 
to be the effect when he gives an a ward 
against the strikers-as the hon. gentlen1an 
in charge of the front Treasury bench inter­
jected was likely? 

The PRE)!IER: I did not s~y that at all. 

HoN. J. TOL:\IIE: Oh, well, •,rhen I 
spoke about the lamentable position in which 
the Pr.esiclent of the Industrial Court here 
in_ Que.emland found ~1ims_elf in agreeing to 
tins thmg and welcormng 1t, the hon. gentle­
man interjected that he li:new what the result 
was going to be. 

The PREMIER : ::\'o, no; that is wrong. I 
did not say that. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: He did 
not. 

Ho;;-. J. TOLMIE: He did, certainly. 
The PREMIER: \Yhat I said was that he 

had confidence in his decision. 

HoN. J. 'I'OLMIE: That is the position 
that is taken up. That is the position which, 
I believe, will be taken up by Mr. Justiw 
Higgins-that he will refuse to be a partv 
to such a matter as this. ' 

The PREMIER : Y on are evidently trying 
to block him. 

HoN. J_ TOLMIE: Oh, I don't know; T 
certainly have no snch intention. 

The PREliUER: I suppose that is the next 
move-to try and block him? 

Hox. ,J. TOL'1liE: I think that, although 
I dou'! kno 1:: llin1, the hon. gcntle1nan has. 
f'ufiicieltt eh:uadcr-~ufficicnt determination 
of ch<Jra,'tcr---to do that \vhid1 he thinks i& 
1ig~~t. in·e::-pt ;.::tiYc of '\htt 1ny views n1ay be, 
~ what may be the views of the Chief 
sf'('l't?tary. 

The PRE}l!ER: Quite so; that is the correct 
view. 

Ho;;- . .J. TOL:\HE: But take the other> 
side. It is not certain that Mr. Justice 
Higgins is going to come here for the pur­
]!ose of adjudicating in a matter where ha 
has no jurisdiction and where he has no. 
power to enforce his a ward. If he does not 
c'1mr, what is the attitude then of the Go­
Yernmcnt in relation to these' men who have 
been bent back to work? 

l\lr. PAYNE: That is a matter between the· 
GoYernment and those men. 

Ho:-<. J_ TOL::\HE: I know it is a matter· 
between the Government and the men. At 
any rate, the men will find that they have· 
had duBt thrown in,; their eyes. The hon,. 
gentleman, in surrendering his rights and 
all constitutional principles in regard to· 
administration, has placed himself in an 
unenviable position in regard to this matter .. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: In what you_ 
have said vou have encouraged the men tO> 
break the c~w again. 

HoN. J. TOL~liE : The Minister may say 
that I encourage the men to break the law. 
That is the position that prevails in his own 
department at \Va!Iangarra. I know this 
morning that a family of seven who had 
been n•;,iding here in Queensland returned 
to the Southern States, and had to leave theie 
luggage behind-and on the advice of the 
railway pecple, too, that it would be desir­
able they should send it by boat. from 
Queen,land rather than they should trust 
t0 taking it to ::'\ew South \Vales by train. 
Here the hon. gentleman is the head of the­
carrying service of this State, and yet he is 
a],,;o]utciv under the control of the latest 
joim-:l recrnit ac \Yallan:;arra. And we are 
told th"_t this is a constitutional Govern­
ment; thrrt we are governed by a; 
GoYernment that is stron~C-that has the­
power to enforce it.s authority-when the 
condition of things is such as I have stated! 
Is it not a disgraceful position for Queens­
land to be in, when, in response to a request 
that comes from the Prime Minister of Aus­
tralia, she has to send a reply that somebody 
else is in trouble, and so long as those people 
are in trouble \Ye cannot go on with oue 
work; that \Ye are afraid to put into opera­
tion laws that should be operating here in 
the State of Queensland? That is the atti­
tude the pre'ent Government has taken up. 
It does not matter who the Prime Ministe1· 
is in a sense, or what may be the quarrel 
between New South ·wales and Queensland. 
He has a high duty to discharge. He has 
t<J see that interstate trade is carried on; 
and I have not the slightest doubt that the 
powers that are invested in him will be 
exercised in the direction of trying to induce­
the Premier of Queensland to stand up to 
the collar and to act in a constitutional way, 
too. New South Wales is able to bring a!I 
the commodities needed by this State right 
to our very back door; and yet we are 
unable to take those things up at our back 
door and carry them through the State. Is 
that not a deplorable position in which the 

Hon .. J. Tolmie.] 
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·Country finds itself; and what attitude is the 
Government taking in relation to bringing 
a change about? Whac at:itude was it to 
adopt? 

The Pr:iDIIER: You ougl1t to tell us, 

Ho:x. J. TOLMIE: It should adopt the 
,<ttitthle which is adopted by thE Premier 
in Now South \Yales. (Government laughter.) 

1lr. D. RYAK: Cham : He is still in the 
wilderness. 

Ho:x. J. TOL:\liE: Of course it is chaos. 
\Vhen it comes to a G0vernment not adminis­
tering the laws o£ a State over which it has 
·Control, is not that chaos. and how is there 
going to be a return to ·coomos? (Govern­
ment laughter.) The hon. gentleman has 
.said the condition is chaos. 

The PRE~IIER: Chaos in New South \Yales. 

HoN. J. TOL:MIE: If we administer the 
law, is there going to be cha.os here? 

The PRE>IIER: Ko. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: Is there not chaos here 
·when I cannot get the goods I require from 

New South \Vales. and if I wish 
[4.30 p.m.] to travel ove1· the border I am 

not permitted to take thct 
quantity of luggage or other goods that I 
may feel disposed to take? If the Govern­
ment wore imbued with a sense of the re,pon­
sibility it owes to the people it would put 
an end to this condition of things, even 
i:hough it had to bring about worse condi­
tions. (Government dissent.) \Yha.t is the 
condition of Queensland under the present 
Government? Is it not the condition of the 
Roman Empire when it was tottering to its 
fall-(Governmcnt laughter)-\vhen those in 
authority had to buv off the attacks of their 
opponents? Is not that the conclirion of tl>e 
present Government towards the public ser­
vants? It has to buv off the attacks of the 
public servants; it l1as to give them conce·,_ 
sion after concession in order that it mav 
-carry on. How long is such a condition a~<; 
this going to be maintained? How long is 
the control of the countrv to remain out of 
the hands of the Goverm11Cnt? 

The PRE:l!IER : You believe in the bludgeon? 
Hox. J. TOL::\IIE: I believe that when 

th? people have an opportunity of deciding 
thrs matter when the reference is made to 
th•.m, they \Yill sav that theY will haw noth­
ing to do with a Governmci:Jt \Yhich ha.s not 
got the moral cnnage to put into effect tho 
la" s of tho State. 

The PRE~!IER: That is not a fact. 
Ho:x. J. TOL::'.IIE: I do not care \Yhat the 

hon. gentleman belie\-ec ; I am speaking of 
what I believe. I have confidence in the 
public, who ·Fant to see things done as they 
ought to be done. \Ye are told tha.t if a 
traveller comes from l'\ew South \Yales. with 
baggage which is 10 lb. overweight, he must 
leave it behind, otherwi<e the whole of the 
machinery of the Government in this State 
will come to a stm1dstill. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You h:we 
got a most vivid imagination. 

Hox. J. TOL1IIE: I am stating the facts. 
The hon. gentleman himself has urged that 
travellers cannot carry anything beyond the 
amount, of luggage that is usually allowed 
to passengers coming into the State. If you 
take 10 lb. beyond that, then the whole of 
the railway service is going to be absolutely 
dislocated, a.nd Queensland will have to stand 

[H11n. J. 'l'olmie .. 

etill. If 0ueensland is to stand still. if her 
indu tries 'are to be> disturbed in the' way in 
>vhich they are being disturbed, is it not 
right that the stancbtill should take place 
now om·A and for alL (Government laugh­
ter.) , , 

The PRE)l!EH: You agree with that? 

Ho:x. J. TOLl\IIE: I agree that there 
should be a return to constitutionalism-that 
we should haYe a c>nstitutional Government, 
and that we should administer our affairs in 
a constitutional manner. If a section of the 
public take posSf5Sion of the whole of the 
Sta1 ' and sav. "You must not do certain 
things, and if you do them then we are 
going to bring the whole of the wheels of 
the machinerv to a standstill," it is time 
that the Go,-ernment should deal 'vith people 
of that kind. and say that this thing is not 
going to be a.llowcd. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: How do you 
propose to deal with them? 

Hox. J. TOL::\HE: I will tell you how the 
hon. gentleman has been dealing with them. 
He has been dealing with them in a way that 
will encourage them to come again, \Yhen 
thev find that they have a supine, spineless 
Go~·ernment which will agree to any pressure 
which mav be put upon them-which will 
be absolutely putty in the hands of tl;e 
public sen-ants of the State-then the pubhe 
servants are going to come and come again 
in order that thev mav force the Govern­
ment to do the thi;1gs ,,.:hich they wish to be 
done. How long is this going to continue, 
and is it to be for the general well-being of 
the State? I£ it· is going to continue, then the 
GGvernment must stand up to their respon· 
sibilitv. If thev cannot stand up to their 
responsibility. then they must face the 
C'lectors, and tell them that they have 
arriYCd at such a condition that thev have 
to do what I have already stated-that is, 
to buv off the attacks that are being made 
upon ·them by the public senants. and by 
other outeide unions. That is the v;hole posr­
ticn so far as this Government is concerned. 

:\Ir. CoOPER: You "ould not buy them off; 
you \VOt!ld bite them off. 

HoN. J, TOLMIE: The hon. member has 
quite enough to do to lo?k aftct· the com­
micsioncrship '>' hich he destres. (Government 
laughter.) I ask hon. m cm leers to ~onsider 
for a' mcment what has been the effect of the 
general strike upon the industrie3 of the 
State. The Government have> viewed it with 
a considerable amount of complacency, and, 
as I pointed out, the:- ha\·e departed from 
all constitutional principles in dealinfi with 
the strike. \Vhen they started off they 
adoptPd a high plane, and they had behind 
them the public, who believed that they were 
~loin"' right: and whilst the Government de­
cline~] to' indicate what line of action was to 
b<' taken, although it mig·ht have been con­
sidered outside that they 'vere adopting an 
unwi.c:<: principle. yet under the circum~ 
stancc.s no comment was made. and an abso­
lutelv free hand 'vas given. All the time the 
Government were not doing those thintSS 
which were essential to the well-being of the 
State. All '"e have to do is to go back to 
the condition of Km·thern Queensland at that 
time, The people of Northern Queensland 
;;uffered privations and losses because of the 
action of the Government, and I believe that 
the people of North Queensland ·would have 
·willingly suffered those losses and privations 



[2[) AUGUST.] Trant of Conjic!enr,• l.iotio;;. 815 

if they had thought- there \Y<l.S going to be a 
Teturn to constitutional goYcrnmt:lt in the 
Statc--

0PPOSITIOX :\1E~IBERS: Hear, hear! 

Hox. J. TOL:'tliE: And that the GoYern· 
ment were doing those things. that a right 
Gon•rnment sh .. uld do. But the~· ha Ye been 
disillusioned. 'rhey 1wre suffering all the 
time, and they find at the en~ that _the Go· 
vernment have been paltermg wrth the 
matter, and instead of dealing with the 
strikers in the way they shoul·d deal >;·ith 
them they ha ye been buying them off. \'\hat 
lras been the result? We are told that the 
men in the constituency represented by the 
hon. membJr for Townsvifle will lose some­
thing like £20,000 in wages, unless this Go­
vernment is going to pay the strikers for lhe 
time they were out. 

Mr. D. RYAN: Do you suggest that? 

Hox. J. TOL:YliE: I do not suggest that 
the Goyernment should pav. I suggest, on 
the contrary, that it would· be a very wrong 
thing if they paid. 

Mr. D. RYA;,;r : '\Vhat do you suggest, then? 

HoN. J. TOL11IE: I su;sgest that the hon. 
member should pay a little more attention 
to his duties. Not only have these strikers 
lost a large sum of money, but there has 
be-en suffering caused to th<l general com­
munitv. There has been a dislocation of 
busine<s which has caused a good many 
persons to be thrown out of employment, and 
there has been a consequent loss of wages. 
There has been worse than that. The action 
·of the strikers at the present critical time has 
been detrimental to the interests of the war 
'\Ve are carrying on. 

The SECRET_\RY FOR PcRLIC lXSIRUCTIO!i' : 
It did not last long enough for your liking. 

Hox. J. TOLMIE: All the great mining 
-centres to which we are looking &t the present 
time for the supply of war munitions were 
held up. 

Mr. COLLINS: Wave the flag. 

Hox. J. TOL:YliE: Ko work has been 
·carrie·d on in the Cloncurry dish·id, repre­
sented by the hon. member for Flinders, 
·which is one of the richest rnin,·ral areas in 
Australia, and whc"re great quantities· of 
minerals were being obtained. All that has 
been stopped, and there is a chance that 
tl1ere ,,-ill be a loss to the British community, 
inasmuch as they will not be able to get 
their supplies. Coal supplies were locked 
up in the ; ame ,,·ay. Transports could not 
be loaded, and food could not be taken from 
the coast to the outback districts. All this 
is the result of the .trike that was maintained 
to a great extent by the Government during 
the last few weeks. I say maintained by 
the Government, because the:v did not take 
the action which a right-thinking Govern­
m<'nt should have taken. Just as theY hav~ 
succeeded in the N m:th in stopping the 
traffic, so they haYe succeeded in the same 
way in ,topping the busine.<s down here in 
the South rn p:crt of the State, in connec­
tion 1vith traffic OYer the border of New 
South \Vales. The Government have not 
faced the position and said that the trains 
shall be run in accordance with the regula­
tions laid down by tj1e Railway Department. 
Just as a last word or two--

The PREMIER : '\Ve are prepared to move 
an extension of time. 

HoN. ,J. TOL:\liE : I do not want an ex­
tension. 

/\_ Gon:R:s-~IEXT :!'.IniBER: Played out. 

Ho::. J. TOLMIE: In conclusion, I desire 
to sav that th2 Government hcwe failed to 
carrv· out the lmvs of this Sr.;te. Thev have 
been wilful actors in degrading the position 
of the court of this State. Thev have failed 
to carrv out their responsibilities to the 
people of the State in providing them with 
the needful supplies, and, inasmuch as they 
haYe failed in all these respects, they have 
earned the disapprobation of this House and 
d the people of Queensland. If we cannot 
get justice done in this House, then we 
appeal to the people of Queensland to say, 
when the opportunity comes, that this Go­
vernment haYe recklessly departed from the 
duty of good government, and that they no 
longer possess the confidence and supp01:t of 
the people of the State. 

OPPOSITION ;yrE~IBERS: Hear, hear ! 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: I beg to move the 
resolution standing in my name. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL (Albert): I rise for 
the purpose of seconding the motion which 
has been so comprehensively and ~·et so 
moderately moved by the leader of t~e Op­
position. In doing so I have no feelmg of 
political animus in connection with the 
recent events which have caused this motion 
to be moved. It is rather with a feeling of 
re"'ret that I haye to do so, realising that it 
is "'a matter of dutv on my part, and on the 
part of everv men;ber of the Opposition, to 
make a protest, in view of the failure on 
the part of the present Administration to 
take action in regard to the strike. 

'rhe PRE~IIER : More in sorrow than in 
anger. (Government laughter.) 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: That is the feeling 
I have in this connection. There is an obli­
gation cast u12on ~he Opposi~ion i~ connection 
with all legrslatwn. It rs the1r du~y. to 
criticisL" the action of the members ;nttmg 
on the Treasm'"· benches. In connection with 
this particular: matter the Opposition has 
hitherto refrained from in any way embar­
rassing the Government, PD long as they '':ere 
prepared to carry out the la·x of th~ Sc:>te 
in a constitutional manner. Our obhgatron 
is just as great in this connection as ~s t~e 
obligation of the GoYernment to mamtam 
the law of the State. A duty is cast upon 
the occupants of the Treasury benches when 
thev accept office. Under their oa.th of office 
the:V undert-ake to fr.irlv and impartially 
ad;,inistcr the laws of the State. It is the 
duty of the Opposition, so far. as _lies in 
their power, to see that that obhgabon ~nd 
that oath are observed. Unfortunately, owmg 
to numerical weakness, we have not always 
been able to see that those obligations have 
been either carried out or realised by the 
occupants of the Treasury benches. To my 
mind, to-day the position is an unparalleled 
one in the history of Queensland or any other 
State in the Commonwealth. Never has an 
Executive or an Administration made so 
timorous and abject a surrender of its func­
tions. Never has a Government allowed its 
functions to be dragged in the political mire 
and degradeCl as the functions of constitu­
tional government haYe been degraded on 
this occasion. Never has a Government 
proved itself to be so absolutely pliable to 
be moulded as putty by a section of the 

Hon. J. G. Appel.j 
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public scnants of the State as the Ryan 
Administration. A declaration •vas made by 
the Premier as leader of the Administra­
tion n.nd rep1:esenting the party sitting bE}hind 
him, and thac ,:~elaration apparently denoted 
politicc1l strenC~th. 

The HmrE SECREnRY : It actually denoted 
it, ho. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: I say that because 
the declaration was one which •vas absolutely 
warrant?d bv the unwarranted action of a 
section ~f the community who broke the law, 
who took the law into their own hands. 
When the Premier declared that he would 
stand or fall by the industrial laws of the 
State, it was a brave declaration and worthy 
to be made by the leader of a party who 
claim, and whose followers claim, that he 
was a strong man-the strong man of the 
Legislature of this State. 

GovERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
HoN. J. G. APPEL: How- has he proved 

that declaration? How ha< he proved the 
bona fides of that declaration? We know 
how he has proved it-by an absolute sur­
render of his principles, by an abandonment 
of his own enacted law dealing with indus­
trial peace. It was an absolute abandonment 
of that clause which he himself caused to 
be accepted by the Legislature of this State. 
He has tacitly flouted the court and the 
personnel of the court, and has given 
apparent evidence-judging him by his 
actions-of the useless character of this 
special piece of legislation and its inutility. 
I propose to deal in the short time at my 
disposal with the position from two stand­
points. The first is the abandonment of the 
law and the desertion of the specially 
appointed court, and the gentlemen who 
were appointed to umcluct the busin~ss of 
that court. The second phtr se is the failure 
of the Administration to carr:,· on this great 
public utility, causing loss to the primary 
producer and causing a failure in the supply 
of metal and food to our troops at the front. 
1'he public memory is very short, and a 
retrospect of this particular piece of legisla­
tion is necessary ,o that the public, whose 
memory is so short, may be able to realise 
what this legislation was, what it was stated 
to be by hon. gentlemen sitting on the Trea­
sury benches, and to realise how they have 
abandoned that legislation ,,.hich they espe­
cially urged in the second session o£ this 
Parliame:,t whc,n it was forced through this 
Chamber. In Yolume cxx. of " Hansard" for 
1915-16, we find the Secretary for Public 
Works making use of these words in intro­
ducing the Industrial Arbitration Bill-

" 'l'he decisions of this court are to 
be final. Much of the lack of the success 
on the part of arbitration tribunals is 
brought about by the fact that its pro­
ceedings may be upset, or may be varied, 
by appeal proceedings-by proceedings 
for prohibitions against orders or a wards 
of the court. It is sought in this Bill 
to make it quite impossible for the pro­
ceedings of the court to be in any way 
questioned, so long as the court acts 
within its jurisdiction. It is supposed 
to have full jurisdiction, without the 
possibility of challenge, in connection 
with all m,.tters within its jurisdiction." 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: That is 
all right. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: I want the members 
<Of this House to especially observe the 

[Hon. J. G. Appel. 

remarks which c,>me from the hon. gentleman 
en that oc,_,,oion. as they represent the 
opini(_ ns of the GoYennnent, of \vhieh the­
horL g(_}ntlPnHUl is a 1nilitant and leading 
n1e1nber. fie goes on to say, quoting iro1n 
the Bill then before the Chamber-

" ' E.-erv decision of the court shall' 
he final and conclusive, and shall not 
be impeachable for an informality or 
want of form. or be appealed against, 
re view(d, qqashed, or in any •vay 
called in question in any court on 
anv account '\vhatsoeyer.' 

" I thi)1k that will be recognised to be a. 
wide power. 

" ::Ylr. Tolmie : Very wi<le. 
"The SECRETARY FOR Pc:BLIC \\"oRKS: 

It is necessary that the court should have 
special protection, and there is no doubt 
that is as it should be, because •vhat is 
the use of going to the trouble of formu­
lating the arbitration machinery and 
trying to create an effective court, if 
an affluent employer, or a corporation, 
or a company can upset the awards of: 
the court by proceedings on appeal, by 
moving for injunctions against the deci­
sions or orders of the court, or by under­
mining it in any other direction? 

" ::\1r. Tolmie: Are vou making sure 
that it is compellable on both sides? 

"The SECRETARY FOR P"CBLIC \VORKS: 
One of the great •veaknesses of the pre-­
sent court is that its proceedings may be 
flouted, as they are now being flouted." 

And, I saY, as they are now being flouted. 
(Laughter.) The Secretary for Public Works 
then went on to say-

" For instance, wheneTer an av, ard is: 
made alfecting the Colonial Sugar Re­
fming Compan:·. tha! company ne.-er­
rests until it defeats the award.'' 

\Vhat an extraordinary thing! In this par­
ticular :instanC''~ it i~ the raihvay servants of 
the State >dw flouted and apparently de­
fe:cted the a-ward. The hon. gcutleman goes 
on to s-_'\y-

" It obtains the best legal talent in 
the land to see whether there are not 
loopholes in the award, or loopholes in 
the proceedings of the court, or loop­
holes in the constitution of the comt that 
made the award, or some other loop­
holes under which the av::nd may be 
challengE-d and suspended and then the 
general objects of the Act defeated. 
Those are the kind of things that we 
have to try to safeguard oursehes: 
again''-· If employers and employees 
recor>:nised that legislation of this kind 
should be obsen·ed in spirit and that 
thev should not look for loophole's and 
ouibbles, it would be far better for the 
general peace of the community. (Hear, 
hear!) I know that the majority of the 
employers in the sugar industr::' . are 
prepared to observe the general sp1rrt of 
an award when it is made; but not so 
the Colonial Sugar Refining Company. 
If you take practically every centrar 
mill in Queensland, they have never 
attempted to question the validity of the. 
award that was made by Judge Mac­
naughton last year." 

Then he goes on to say-
" We 'are trying to make this abso­

lutely water-tight against a case like 
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that, or employers of that kind. \Ye may 
not succeed, but we "·ill do the best we 
can.'' 

Then, later on, the hon. gentleman said-

" I have no doubt that the awards 
made by this court will be rigidly ob­
served by employers and employees alike. 
I think that this court is founded upon 
a correct foundation. and with the con­
fidence established between both parties 
there will be no question but that the 
awards will be observed without the 
possibility of anyone ignoring them." 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: That 
was a good speech. Who ma·de that speech? 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: I am quoting the 
words used by the hon. gentleman himself­
(I.aughter)-in connection with his reasons 
why the award should be final and why 
there should be no appeal and no flouting of 
the court, and . why there should be no 
attempt to flout an award when it was once 
delivered in a court established under this 
particular piece of legislation. On page 575, 
the hon. member further goes on to say-

" The appeals come from one side or 
the other, according to the nature of the 
award. If the award is in favour of the 
employers, they will appeal against it." 

That is simply emphasising what I have 
already said as to the necessity that there 
should be no appeal, and that the award 
given by the court should be final and con­
clusive. Then, again, on page 576, the hon. 
gentleman say.o-

" There is what is known as an autho­
rised strike or authorised lockout, the 
same as there were certain strikes and 
lockouts permitted under the Industrial 
Peace Act. A strike will not be con­
sidered to be authorised unless it has 
been sanctioned by 'a majority of those 
who arc concerned in the proposed strike. 
They must be given an opportunity of 
participating in a ballot." 

And on page 577 the hon. gentleman further 
says-

" Under this Arbitration Bill, if it 
is given a fair trial in Queensland, we 
will find that all the differences in all 
the industries can be settled peaceably 
and amicably without this final resort 
to bFI!te f?rce. 'r~ere are appropriate 
provisiOns m the Bill to secure the due 
observance of the awards and to punish 
appropriately those who fail to observe 
the awards." 

Those are the deliberate words used by the 
Secretary for Public \Vorks, who was in 
charge of the Bill and who represented the 

party sitting behind the Adminis­
[5 p.m.] tration of which he is a member, 

and one of the reasons why the 
Opposition to-day are criticising the Govern­
ment is that although these assurances were 
given as to the objects and powers of that 
legislation, when certain circumstances arose 
they failed ~o carry out their pledges which 
they had given to the House and to the 
€lectors of the State. The hon. gentleman 
said ~he Bill would secure industrial peace, 
and If awards were not observed "punish 
appropriately those who failed to observe 
:the awards." At that time Mr. Roberts 
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interjected "Is there any penalty for the 
employe'~?'' The S<>cretary for Public 
Works replied-

" The hon. member will find that there 
is a £10 fine as the ma..'dmum penalty 
for employees for a bre.:tch of an award." 

Further on on the same page the hon. gentle­
man concluded his remarks by saying-

" It is not introduced in any partisan 
spirit; it is introduced with a desire to 
bring about permanent peace in the 
indu<tries of Queensland, and to establish 
a system which will entirely do away 
with the industrial dislocation and dis­
ruption that has occurred from time to 
time in the past under the more im­
perfect system which has prevailed. It 
is desired to reach the objective of a 
permanent and lasting industrial peace." 

Mr. COLLINS: You wanted batons. 

HoN. J. G .. APPEL: Why did not the 
hon. member object, when the Minister 
behind whom he was sitting and for whom 
he voted, made the statement " and to punish 
appropriately those who failed to observe 
awards"? \Vhat is the good of hon. members, 
who sit behind the Government who passed 
this legislation through by means of the 
closure, interjecting to-day when they agreed 
with that statement which fell from the 
Secretary for Public \Vorks as the represen­
tative of their party"? \Vhat greater reason 
can we have to urge on the electors of the 
State-and it is to the electors of the State 
of Queensland that we speak-that despite 
the pledges which were given by the Execu­
tive as to what it was possible to do under 
this particular Act of legislation, they have 
absolutely failed to carry out its pruvisions? 

Mr. D. RYAN: How long did it take you 
to settle the 1914 strike on the Townsville 
railways? 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: I know it would 
not have taken me very long. I had some­
thing to do with a former strike here and 
that did not take very long to settle, and 
the law was obecrved and <onstitutional 
government upheld. 

l'.lr. COLLfKS : You are something like the 
Czar of Russia. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: This is the position: 
the Bill berame law and the court which was 
to carry out all these duties as near pm·fec­
tion, according to the statement of the 
Secre.tary for Public \Vorks, as possible, was 
appomted, the president of which was stated 
particularly to be temperamentally fitted for 
the position. I do not think there is any 
::'1e1f1ber in the con:munity, however pre­
JUdiCed he may be, will say that the president 
of that court is biassed against the workers. 
I challenge any member of the community 
or any hon. member of this House to say 
that Mr. Justice McOawley is in any way 
biassed against the workers of the State. 
\Ye have this particular court, constituted I 
h_ave _no doubt, by the direction of that o~t­
side JUnta which controls the administration 
o_f !he Labour party, with a gentleman pre­
sidmg over that court who is in every way 
fitted, without any bias or prejudice and 
we find that a certain section of the' com­
munity came before him and made their 
claim. After due consideration a tentative 
decision was arrived at. The matter was 
referred back to the court and it was recon­
sidered by the president of the court, who 

Hon. J. G. Appel.] 
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then made an award which, as was ex• 
plained by the Secretary for .Public Works, 
then became a common rule and had the 
force of la"·, and if any nwmber of the com­
munity affected by that award struck he 
became a lawbreaker, and if the hon. gentle­
man was bona fide in ihe pledge which he 
made on the introdu:;tion of that measure 
it became the duty of the Administration to 
see that the law was carried into effect. The 
hon. gentleman urged that there should be 
no appeal. He quote·d the fact of large 
companies always appealing and attempting 
to upset awards. He specifically named one 
particular company. He talked of large 
employers having capital at their backs 
being al" ays prepared to appeal and en­
deavour to flout the court, but when it comes 
t•) the employees failing to observe the con­
ditions of an award and desiring to vary 
it. by an appeal, 'vhich is not provided for, 
he refuses to carry out the law. As was 
pointed out by the leader of the Opposition, 
he urged that there should be the right of 
appeal. All the protests that came from this 
side of the House had one object and one 
aim, but the :Minister in charge of the Bill 
and those sitting behind him insisted that 
there should be no appeal. Is there to be 
one law for the employer and another law for 
the employees? 

Mr. CoLLI~S : We had that for centuries. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: In the very oath 
which every member of the Executive has 
to take when he assumes office, he pledges 
himself that the law shall be equal so far 
as every member of the community is con­
cerned. Does any member sitting on the 
Treasury bench mean to tell me that if that 
c?mpany which the hon. gentleman men­
boned, or any other large employer of labour, 
had broken the law that he would have 
acted in the way he acted in connection with 
those employees who flouted and broke the 
law? I venture to sav that. had thev done 
so, action would ha,:" been taken "imme­
diately, and properly so. But when their 
masters strike--

1\Ir. COOPER: \Vho are your masters? 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: Thank God I have 
no master save One above and mv conscience. 
I am not controlled by any outside irre· 
sponsible body or by any junta who hold 
their sittings in secret in the way that that 
unspeakable and arbitrarv council of ten 
held their si ttings. " 

The PRDIIER : \Vho are they? 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: The hon. gentleman 
knows "hom I allude to when I refer to the 
notorious council of ten. This junta, who 
control the administration of the partv 
sitting on that side of the House, hold all 
their proceedings in camera ; secret as the 
grave .and relentless as death-(Government 
laughter)-so far as other members of the 
community are concerned. 

The PREMIER: \Vho are these ten men? 

GoVERNMENT ME:IfBERS : Name them. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: It seems to me that 
there is rising and growing in this State of 
ours a power which controls the administra­
tion of a certain party when they obtain 
office, a power compared to which the power 
of the Strelitz guards, the J anissaries, and 
the Mamelukes was a mere circumstance. 

(Hem. J. G. Appel. 

\Government laughter.) I have no hesitation 
in saying so, and we have to-day an object 
lesson in that connection. We find that the 
present Administration have become acces­
sories to a most serious breach of rhe law. 

Mr. PoLLOCK : There has been no breach 
of the law. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: The hon. member 
should pay a little attention to what has 
taken place during the last few weeks. I 
know full well that the Premier realises 
the position as well as any member of the 
Opposition. He reulises, I feel quite satis­
fit:d, that he has committed a breach of the 
trust that was placed in his hands as Vice­
President of the Executive Council and Chief 
Secretary of the State of Queensland. I 
feel quite satisfied that in his inmost heart 
he rebels, as much as it is possible for a man 
to rebel, that he has been compelled to take 
the action which he has taken, and that he 
to-day is feeling that there are some positions 
which are not worth having when a man 
cannot act independently and cannot act 
according to his oat.h of office and according 
to his conscience. There is no question 
about it, and the fact is well known, that 
the executive which represents that outside 
organisation, unfortunately more and more, 
is getting into the hands of the members of 
that notorious body known as the I.W.W. 
(Government laughter.). There is evidence of 
that fact-that the members of that notorioWl 
body are gaining the control of a large num­
ber of the unions of the State and that they 
·are more or less controlling the executives 
of those unions. (Government dissent.) 

Mr. KIRWAN: You cannot mention one 
union. 

HoN .• J. G. APPEL: It is perfectly futile 
on the part of members on the other side of 
the. House to interject that it is not so. We 
know very well-and they know as well as we 
do-that the Executive of this State to-day 
is not in .a position to ~et according to its 
conscience and to the oath of office which its 
members have taken, but that they have to 
take their instructions and their orders from 
an outside body that has not been elected 
by the electors of this State and that is not 
responsible to the electors of this State. 
That is the reason why I stated, when I rose 
to second this motion, that I deeply regretted 
having to do so; because I realise the depth 
of debasement and degradation into which 
constitutional government has sunk, when i£ 
is a patent fact that that is the position of 
affair.'. Now. what has been the action of 
the Administration so far as the condone­
ment of this breach of the law is concerned? 

Mr. CoLLrxs: Conciliation. 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: We find that they 
i'nvited delegat"''· And I may say this-! 
\Vould go far myself upon conciliation; but 
\Yhcn that conciliation degenerates into ser­
vility, then it is degrading; when, at threats, 
the Executive of the State are prepared to 
surrender and to throw up their hands, then, 
I repeat once more, it is the duty of the 
Opposition to criticise their action, so that 
the electr;rs of Queensland may have a per­
fect knowJc.dgD of the condition of affairs 
which exists so far as the constitutional go­
vernment of the State is concerned to-day. 
Now, instead of the law being invoked in the 
way in which the Hon. the Secretary for 
W arks stated it would be invoked if there 
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were breaches committed of the sections of 
this Act, what do \Ye find? That first of all 
the militant member of the Administration 
-the Hon. the Seeretarv for \\~orks-is sent 
a \vay on a delegation, Or as a n1issionarv­
shall we put it that wav ?-he is sent awav 
as a missionary of pea~e, and conciliatio;, 
and servility. Fancy that militant politician 
ir: the. ~~dministration here having to bend 
hrs mrlrtant backbone and bow down to 
those strikers and endeavour to appease 
them ! \Yell, as was pointed out by the 
le':der of th~ Opposition, apparently he 
farled-that srlver tongue of his failed-to 
induce them to come to a sweet spirit of 
reasonableness. \Yhat do we find then? That 
a congress \Vas called-we will call i't a con­
gre,s-a congress of delegates is invited to 
;;it in the Executive chamber; a secret con­
ference to sit on one of the most important 
matters of administration that has ever pre­
sented itself for decision. A secret conference 
is held, and, if I am correctly informed-if 
I am in error I \vithdraw the statement­
without any legislative authority this con­
gress of delegates representing no one but 
themselves and their own selfish ends are 
paid their expenses bv the Administration. 

·They sit in secret con'ference, and we have 
the spectacle--the abject spectacle-of 
Ministers of the Crown going in an abject 
manner and pleading with that secret con­
~Jerence, urging them to discontinue the break­
ing of the. law. 

A GOVERK~IENT l\IE}!BER : You will fall out 
with the " Courier" if vou don't call it a 
junta. • 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: You can call it a 
junta, a cameri1la, or anything you like; it 
rs the form of demagogue to be condemned 
by any man who desires to see responsible 
government upheld in the State of Queens­
land. What do \Ve find? Mi'nisters of the 
Crown going. day after day in an apparently 
humble, servile. and abject manner, endeav­
ouring to soothe the feelings of the dele­
gates. I am not going to say that the 
amonnt which thev receive was not such an 
amount a~s their e'Xpenses amounted to ; but 
I notice that one of the delegates in Towns­
vi1le stated that they had been splendidly 
treated; they had had a splendid reception; 
they had been soothed. 

The ~REoiiER : The sugar-growers say the 
same thmg. 

Ho"!. J. G. APPEL: Ministers had shown 
them their absolute humilitv. Their onlv 
desire was to please them, to get them t;, 
go back. There was no question of vindicat· 
ing the law \vhich they themseln, had intro· 
duced and passed; no question of vi'ndicat­
ing the President of the Court \'ham they 
themseh·cs had appointed. They abjectly 
pleaded in secret with this gathering and 
nrged them not to break the law, holding 
out promises to them to appoint a tribunal 
which they had previously refused to appoint 
(a court of appeal), giving excellent reasons 
for not appointing one-an action which was 
"'hear-h0ared" and sunported bv everv Inem­
ber sitting behind the Government.· They 
suggested, " 'Ve will appoint an outside legal 
authoritv to arbitrate in connection with this 
particular matt-er; and for which there is 
no legislative power to deal with these la.w­
breakers." And this. i'n spite of their prin­
ciple~, in spite of their own legislation, pro· 
mising them. " If you will only go back to 
work we wi11 appoint such an outside legal 

authoritv to arbitrate in connection with this 
particular matter and we will submit to that 
outside legal authority the question as to 
\vhether you are to be paid for tlw time that 
you were breaking the law. You are not 
going to suffer anv penalties for breaking 
the law. but ra thei· \Ye are going to allow 
the judge-this outside authority-to have the 
f-aY in connection with the matter." There 
is' no legislative authority for that outside 
authoritv to deal with this matter by way 
of appeal. The law states distinctly thero 
shall be no appeal in connection with any 
award. 

The PRE:UIER: What objection can there 
be if both sides agree to his acting? 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: \Yhv didn't the hon. 
gentleman alter the law? It is the duty of 
the Administration to observe that law; 
and as I have already stated, instead of 
obs~rvino- that law thev have become acces­
sories with the law-breakers. That is one 
of the reasons whv it is the duty of this 
Opposition, and every member of this Oppo­
sition, to protest against the maladminis­
tration, in this connection, of the present 
Administration. 'Ye know very well that 
with that servil-e majority which sits at the 
back of the present Administration, and 
with the orders which they have received 
from their irresponsible masters outside, they 
dare not say anything. Whatever those 
orders are thev are like sheep led to the 
slaughter;' and· there is no doubt about it, 
some of them will come to politiNl slaughter 
within a few months. They are prepared to 
do anything. They were prepared in the 
first instance to support no appeal; to-day 
they are prepared to support an appeal. 

The PREoiiER: Who said that? 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: The action of the 
hon. gentleman in suggesting th!tt there shall 
be an outside court of appeal to deal with 
this matter and not onlv a matter which 
has alr·eadv' been adjudic~ted upon, but in 
connection· with the matter as to the pay­
ment of wages while those strikers were 
breaking the la\v. Xow, \Ye all know that 
the present Administration have granted a 
very large sum of money-approaching half 
a million of monev-for increases to our rail­
way employees. · 

A GovER:;,orE>:T ME:UBER: Do you object 
to that? 

Hos. J. G. APPEL: I think at the pre­
sent time it was a very ill-advised thing, on 
account of the present condition of the 
finances of the State. 

The PRE1IIER : Are you speaking for the 
Opposition now? 

HoK. J. G. APPEL: \Yhen we have a. 
deficit. Certainlv I admit the deficit was 
caused bv the · maladministration of the 
present Government. I think it was very 
ill-advised that at the present moment such 
a very large inroad. should have been. made 
in the revenue rece1ved from our rarlways. 
I have no hesitation in saying that. I am 
not a verse to giving increases and never 
have been; because I ha Ye prowd that, if it 
were possible to do so, increases should be 
given. \V ere those increases justified when we 
haYc the hon. member for Brisbane, :Mr. 
Kirwan, a short time ago stating that savings 
of from £150,000 to £250.000 could be made 
ill the railway service? \Ye~ have that from 
an hon. gentleman who has a very large 

Hon. J. G . .Appel.] 
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and comprehensive knowledge of railway 
matters-(laughter)-and who, because of 
that knowledge has been appointed a com­
missioner to inquire as to how it is possible 
to run our railways more effectively and 
economically. ·when we have that statemwt 
from the hon. gentleman, and find that 
despite that fact increases to the extent of 
near!v £500,000 have been granted to our 
railway employees, I say a!"ain, that the 
time was ill-advised to make so large an 
increase. considering the financial position 
of the State. 

Mr. CoLLINS: You would have retrenched 
them. 

HoN .• J. G. APPEL: No; I would sooner 
sack them. I think when the time comes 
it is far better to do that with a small 
number of men than decrease their wages. 
Now, we have this large body of men who 
have received a very large increase. I am 
surprised that they should have exhibited 
such an amount of selfishness at the present 
time after having so largely benefited; that 
they should, by their breaches of the law, 
actually involve a very large loss indeed to 
the revenue of the State through this great 

. public utility. To my mind it is a warning 
against the further entry of the State into 
any industrial concern; because it must con­
vince every thinking man that, if the number 
of State employees is going to increase; if 
they can control the Administration as they 
have done to-day; if they can commit 
breaches of the law without being punished; 
then I say that the sooner we desist, or close 
this House of Legislature, the better. Now, 
that is the principal reason why we are pro­
testing against the action of the present 
Administration; protesting, as I have said 
ah·eadv. not to the members of this House 
-beca~1se we know that we might absolutely 
convince a member sitting on that side of 
the House and he dare not act according to 
his convictions. 

Mr. FoLEY: Be just. 

Hox. J. G .. \.P.PEL: The hon. member 
knows that he· has to obey order~; and if he 
had not done. so he would not ha,-e retained 
his seat for the constituency he represents 
for the length of time that he has. Kow, 
it is right that the electors of the State 
should know and realise it. It is by these 
actions that we have the multiplication of 
strikes which exist where.-er a Labour Ad­
ministration administers the affairs of the 
State. 

Mr. Cou.ms: What about New South 
Wales? 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: It is only recently 
that men have come to their senses there, and 
a National party holds the reins of office; 
and I venture to say that a very different 
state of affairs will exist there in a very 
short space of time. The people of New 
South Wales are at the back of Mr. Fuller, 
who is upholding the Constitution and 

obset·ving the law, and who is 
[5.30 p.m.] going to see that the law is 

carried out, which the Govern­
ment who holds the reins of office here have 
failed to do. 

Mr. D. RYAN: And he is still in the 
wilderness. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: He may be in the 
wilderness, but unfortunately a large number 
of poor, misguided men, led astray by per­
verted organisers, will find themselves in the 
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wildernces_ 'iVha t has been the effect of the· 
strike? Not onlv an exhibition of the abso­
lute weakness of the Administration, but a 
proof that they are prep!'-recl to s~1bvert andi 
surrender their legislative funct10ns to a 
section of the State servants of Queensland. 

::Hr. CoLLJ-'IS: Lloyd George has done the· 
same thing. 

Ho~. J. G. APPEL: Lloyd George is the 
wron"' man to surrender any of his rights. 
The Administration has become accessory to· 
these breaches of the law, and humbly en­
treating the strikers has persuaded them to· 
return to their work. But we fmd that when 
the permanent head of the Railway Depart­
ment in Townsville requested the clerks to· 
return to work at once to enable the time­
tables to be arranged, the militant ~trik<;rS· 
said, " No. you shall not return until mrd­
night when we all return," which will moon· 
a further loss before the wheels of that great 
State utilitv are put in motion. Then, we· 
have the de'grading political position that the· 
servants of the Rtate in this department have· 
issued another ultimatum, to the effect that 
no goods outside the merest passenger· 
luggage will be carried on our State railways> 
from New South Wales, or foodstuffs earned 
to New South Wales. I am credibly in­
formed that at Toowoomba the bacon factory 
had a wa"'on loaded with bacon and hams, 
·which we;e to be carried by the Railway 
Commissioner to New South \Val.es, but t~e­
railwav sermnts wonld not perform then· 
functions as servants of a public carrier, and: 
refused to take the pro-duce to Kew South· 
\ValeQ and the truck was unloaded. I ask 
who i~ in charge of the administration of the 
State when a section of the employees of 
the State have the power to dictate, not 
alon<:' to the indi,·idual Minister, but to the· 
Administration, as to what they are going t.o­
do and what the Minister shall do? In thrs 
in;ranre tbf' Premier may consider that hi& 
answer to the Prime ~1inistcr in connection 
with the telegrams which required that .all 
mails and parcel-. per post should be earned 
on the ra;lwavs was a verv clever one. He· 
may think that it wa~ vcr~y de-:er to ·dir~ct 
the Prime l\Iiniste- to the Actmg Premrer 
of New South \Vales, but, to my mind. it· 
was a most discreditable action on the part 
of the hon. gentleman -who administers the· 
affairs of this State. I think it was a most 
disrrracefnl exhibition of his inability, and' 
the~ inabilitv of his colleagues, to realise the· 
responsibi!lty which they owe, not to th(} 

· executive of the Trades Hall, but to the· 
electors of the State of Queensland, by 
virtue of the sanctity of the oath whi<;h. they 
swore when thf'y accepted office as Mrmstere.­
of His }1ajesty's Government. 

The PREMIER : Are you a disbeliever in, 
arbitration? 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: I am not a dis­
believer in arbitration. The hon. gentleman. 
and his Government do not believe in it, be­
cause after the aid of the court has been, 
invoked and an award has been made, they 
have failed to see that the -award is carried· 
out. I believe in it, and that is a reason• 
why I am protesting against the Administra­
tion for having failed to carry out the con­
ditions of the Industrial Arbitration Act. 
Whether the Executive were justified or not 
in the action which they took in regard to­
what thev call conciliation-I call it servility 
-towards the strikers is concerned, there is. 
one matter that they are not justified in, andJ 
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-that io~ in allowing the great carrying service 
-of the State to remain idle. Who were the 
people principally affected bv their failure to 
realise the responsibility which they under­

·took when thev accepted the administration 
of the affairs of the State? We know that 

-on the Atherton tablelanJ the producers and 
-dairymen found that their cream was going 
,;our, and their produce going rotten, because 
this great public utility was tied up, and yet 
·the Government stood by and did nothing. 
No arrangement was made for the transmis­

·sion of the mails, without which the business 
·of the community could not be carried on. 
How have these unfortunate men who settled 
in the Atherton and other scrubs in the 

·Cairns district been treated by the Adminis­
·tration-men who, after years of sweat and 
toil, are just beginning to gain the reward 
for which they have worked? 'l'o-day, owing 
to the criminal, political, and unconstitu­
tional neglect of the present Administration, 
when there is a. chance of getting a reward 
for all their labour which they have put 
into their selections, nothing is done for 
·them, and their cream goes sour and their 
_produce is rotting. \Ye know of other in­
stancP> where produce has been carrie.d a 
·certain distance, and left rotting in the 
different stores of the railwav. Whv should 

-one section of the community be p'ermitted 
to so control the Executive of the State that 
-the unfortunate primary producer, owing to 
whose laboun the State has de,·eloped to its 
present position and without whom the State 

·cannot prosper, and who are laden with all 
the burdens which can be imposed bv wav 
-of direct and indirect taxation, to be furthe'r 
,punished, because the present Administration, 
.acting under the orders of their masters, 
have failed to carry out the law which they 
themselves enacted, and ·which they declared 
in this House was going to be effective? Is 
that a position which should exist under e, 

-cConstitutional Government? That is the 
reason why I say that the constitutional and 
administrative functions of this St-ate have 
been ·dragged in the political mire, and have 
'been disgraced and degraded by the gentle­
:men who occupy the 'l'reQsury benches, and 
by the members who sit behind them, who 
.are prepared to support them to-day on a 
·-question and to-morrow to support the very 
negative of what they voted for the day 
'before. 

A GOVERNMENT MEMBER : Dreadful! 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: It is dreadful, and 
·that is the irony of the whole thing. They 
say that is democracy; but I say there is no 
·democracy in that. Hon. members opposite 
-<tre fond of saying that they are the only 
members of the Legislature who represent 
the true democratic spirit of the State. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Remem­
'ber Coolangatta. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: Yes, and you remem­
be!' it, too. (Opposition laughter.) You 
will probablv remember a few other places 

·that you accompanied me to. 
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: I never 

accompanied you anywhere in my life. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: Not to Gympie? 
·.(Opposition laughter.) Is that the true spirit 
-of democracy which allows an Administration 
to be controlled by one section of the com­
munity -alone, and to legislate for one sec­

•tion of the community'? I have always 
-.claimed that I was bred as a democrat and 

I am proud to be a democrat. (Government 
laughter.) If this is democracy, then, I say, 
perish democracy. 

Mr. ·McLACHLAN: You are a State socialist. 

Ho!-i .. J. G. APPEL: So I am. (Govern­
ment laughter.) The hon. member does not 
know what a socialist is. I have no doubt 
that some of his colleagues would like him 
to give a practical illustration that he is a 
socialist. I say that the reprobation and 
condemnation of every member of the Op­
position, and of every member of the com­
munity, should be given to the present Ad­
ministration for their action in this matter, 
and for their failure to carry on the opera­
tions of this great public utility of Queens­
land. 

Orrosrno:-r 1\IE~!BEI!S: Hear, hear! 

Mr. SW A YKE (Jlirani) : Evidently the 
Government are quite unable to answer the 
charges contained in this motion. (Govern-­
ment laughter.) They apparently realise that 
whilst' "speech is silver silence is golden," 
and that the least the:· say the better for 
them. They realise that th0ir case is so 
bad that there is reallv no defence at all. 
(Renewed Government laughter.) The 
motion having been moved and seconded in 
two very effective sp,·eches puts the position 
of the Government before the electors, and 
proves that• they arc utterly unworthy of 
the position they hold, Y';'t there is not one 
man on t}e Government s1de who can get up 
and reply. I quite expect that after what has 
been said they will get up for shame 
eakP. (Government laughtPr.) The fact 
remains that in spite of the grave charges 
levelled against the Governm·ent, eh a rges 
showing that they are unfit for the high 
office they hold, they are quite prepared to 
-allow judgment to go by default. They 
know that. so far as this Chamber is con­
cerned, they have got a majority. They 
know that they can carry any vote, but, as 
we have been reminded this afternoon, there 
is a tribunal out,ide this Chamber that will 
judge them and their acts, and deal with 
them accordingly. 

Mr. GILLIES: You know that you are sit­
ting in this ChambPr on a minority vote­
the only one in the Chamber. 

Mr. SWAYNE: Charge Ko. 3 levelled 
against the Government re<>ds as follows:-

" Failure to maintain, or attempt to 
maintain, the railway services in North 
Queensland, in whole or in part, during 
the strike, and to meet or endeavour to 
provide for the necessary requirements 
of the people, and more particularly the 
people in the area affected." 

Unfortunately, the North has thirteen mem·­
bers sitting on the Government side of the 
House, and thirteen is a most unlucky num­
ber. 

Mr. FoLEY : You are one of them-

i\Ir. SW AYXE: I said there were thirteen 
sitting on that side of the House, yet not 
one member has been able to get up to 
defend the Government, and prove he has 
been doing his duty to the electors he repre­
sents in the Korth, who have lost hundreds 
of thousands of pounds through the inepti­
tude of members opposite during the pasu 
few weeks. Take the hon. member for 
Eacham. He has been unable to get up and 
say anything to explain his attitude in con­
nection with the strike in his electorate. 

Mr. Swayne.] 
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He is unable to defend the Government. 
Take the hon. mcmbE'r for Kennedy. He is 
in the same position. The constituents of these 
hon. members up Xorth have be~n brought 
to the very verge of starvation 111 the last 
few days, yet they sit there silent. Then, 
charge Xo. 6 reads as follows:-

" Agreeing with the strikers to re­
fer the question of paying the strikers, 
during the period of the strike, to Mr. 
Justice Higgins, in defiance of th<: pro­
visions of the Act mentioned, and 111 the 
absence of anv reasonable or equitable 
ground." • 

If by any chai_lCC the st~·ikers are conceded 
their pay durmg the time they we~e on 
strike, we will ki10w what to expect m the 
future. We know very well th-:t one of ~he 
things that deter men fro.m gomg OI_l stnke 
is the fear that they will lose thmr pay. 
If these men are allowed their pay during 
the time they were on strike, it will be an 
encouragement for others to go on strike, 
because they will know that they will get 
their pay. It is a J:?-OSt dangerous prece?ent 
to lay down. I th111k that we are entitled 
to some explanation from the G'overnm~nt 
on the possibility of such a precedent beu:g 
created vet they have not a word to say m 
defence' of that. Coming to the more im­
pOl·tant aspect of the whole question, e:'en 
leaving out the position of the Xorth durmg 
the last few weeks, I would like to know 
what is the position of Queensland to-day? 
We find that the Government, in spite of 
their strong majority, are utterly unable to 
uphold the l":w .and protect the. rights of ~he 
people. Then· Idea has been simply ~o !l:Ive 
way to these men and encourage syndicalism 
of the rankest kind. \Ve know that these 
men believe in syndicalism to the extent 
that everything in the sJ:ape '?f property 
should be abolished. It will be JUSt as well 
if I put before the House the aims that the 
syndicalists have in view when they go on 
strike, so that the people o£ Queensland 
may realise what will happen if these aims 
are accomplished. Xo attempt has been 
made by the Government to prevent these 
aims from bE>ing carried out·. I have here 
a book called " Svndicalism and Labour," 
and on page 10 I find these words-

" The ·teaching of syndicalism may be 
summarised in one ~imple precept­
that those who have, and who pay wa£ieS, 
ought to be deprived of their property 
for the benefit of !how who have not, 
and who receive wage,. Its doctrine is 
thus directly antagonistic to the ele­
mentary principle which is the corner 
stone of social morality, respect for the 
right of per,onal property." 

'l'hat is the action of the strikers in the 
recent strike in X orth Queensland. Then, 
again, it is laid down in this work-

" It mmt never be forgott-en, that 
although the ultimate objects of the 
State wcialisb, communist£., syndicalist•, 
and anarchists, differ fundamentally, and 
are indb•d mutually exclusive, ancl 
although thev regard each other with 
hogtility ancf conctempt, they are con­
sciously or unconsciou-,ly acting in con­

. sort in attacking society, and in opposing 
all that· hinders their operations. One 
object is common to all. To each the 
de,truction of the existing organisation 
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of society is an indispensable pre-· 
liminary to the accomplishment of their· 
designs. 

" Everything, therefore, which injures 
our social system, everything that tends 
to discredit it and to weaken its hold' 
upon the people, is equally welcome to­
all of them." 

The Government have shown themselves' 
utterly incapable of making any stand' 
against people who have such an object as. 
that. So far as being able to protect the· 
people of Queensland, they are unable to 
do it; another power has taken charge. 
Look at the statements that were made· 
at the beginning of the strike. The Pre­
mier spoke, and said that he would insist ono 
constitutional methods being adopted. I 
have hero some utterances of his. 

The PRBIIER: Read what I said. You­
will find that it will be the best part of. 
your speech. 

Mr. SWA Yi'<E: This is what the Premier· 
said in connection with the strike, as con­
taine·d in the report of the " Courier" of 
7th August-

" The Premier, when interviewed in, 
regard to the matter, said that he had. 
received a telegram from Mr. Theodore, 
stating that he had addressed a mass. 
meeting of the men, and had put the· 
position before them, but apparently, 
added Mr. Ryan, the men had made up· 
their minds to go on strike. Mr. Ryan 
remarked that he understood Mr. Theo­
dore would leave Townsville that day 
by the 'Bingera.' 'It appears to me,'· 
said l\lr. Rvan, 'that the men have been: 
ill-advised 'in the action which they have-· 
taken ' '' 

The PRE:\IIER : So it was. 

Mr. SW A YXE: Yet you encouraged them. 
The PREMIER : I did not. 

:VIr. SW A YNE: You did. Your action in 
giving way to them encourages them in· 
their ill-advised action. The Premier con­
tinued, according to this Teport-

" I <lo not know, on the information· 
before me at present, how they got the, 
impression that the award of the Arbitra­
tion Court was to be made retrospective· 
till February last. The whole matter 
·was submitted to the Arbitration Court, 
and the president of the co~rt, af~er 
hearing the case, and t~e. specific claiJ:?­
in favour of retrospectJvlty, gave hJS 
decision. Now it appears that the men 
in the Korth have decided to go on 
strike, notwithstanding the con-ditions of 
the Arbitration Court awal'd, and it is 
regretr able that they should have de­
cidcd. to take sue~, action in view of all 
the cucun1stances. 

Then the hon. gentleman talks about ~d­
hering to constitutional means, and tried· 
to delude the people of Queensland that he 
is going to act on constitutional lines. Then, 
in the " Dailv Standard" of 1st August, 
we find these 1vords-

" The question at issue in the Towns­
ville difficultv is whether the men have 
a grievance 'acute enough to call for a 
strike. On the evidence before us it 
must be said that they have not.'' 
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Then later on the same day the " Stan-
dard'' also sa vs- ~ 

"The terins of the award were calcu­
lated by the :Minister for Railways to 
mean an increase of £450,000 a vear. 
Dissatisfaction seems to be confin;d on 
the monetary side to the refusal of the 
court to grant retrospective p~v. \Vhilst 
there is no doubt that the men have been 
sweated under past conditions, the award 
generally is of such an excellent charac­
ter that it seems a reasonable thing to 
ex~ect that the matter of back pay, 
which was left subject to the court's 
·dec.ision, should not provoke an up­
heaval to the extent of a otrike. The 
workers can never give up their right 
to cease work. but if there is to be an 
admission that arbitration is of value 
to the workers, the strike weapon should 
only be used in extreme cases. Other· 
wise the whole edifice of arbitration 
tumbles to the ground." 

This condemnation is from their own paper. 
We were told when the arbitration legisla· 
tion was being introduced that there would 
be no strikes, and that men would have 
their grievanc-•s settled by arbitration. If 
the strikes take place just the same, what 
is the use of our voting large sums of money 
year a.fter year for the upkeep of these 
court'l If they do not carry out the purposes 
for which they were brought into existence? 
vVe thought that these courts were going to 
do away with strikes, but if strikes are going 
to occur j l!St the same and whole districts 
put on the verge of starv'-ltion, there is no 
need to continue the cost and expense of 
maintaining· these courts. As again showing 
how utterlv uncalled for was the action of 
the men \~ho went on strike, I will quote 
from the award of Mr. Justice McCawlev-

" Dealing with the question His Hon~ur 
said, ' The a ward will take effect from 
1st July, 1917. Reasons were strongly 
advanced for dating the award back, 
but, taking into consideration all the 
f'ircumstance•. including the absence of 
delay in making the award, and the fact 
that the financial vear commences on 1st 
July, I have decided on that as the 
day on which the award shall take 
pffect.' On 23rd ,July, the ='lorthern 
branch of the Q.R.U., represented by 
Mr. :IIoroney, made application for a 
Yariation of the award so far as it re· 
lated to the Northern DiYision, to make it 
retrospecti.-e as from 19th Februarv. 
His Howmr refused the applicatioi1, 
'tating that he had fully considered the 
matter in m~king the award, and that 
no new arguments had been brought 
which \Youkl induce him to alter his 
dc::ci~ion.'' 

That ohows that the ··trike was quite un­
called for. I should like to point out what 
happem d in the :\forth at the yery beginning 
of the strike, and from that we can 
gauge the position has become ac~entuated 
since'. Going back to the 7th of the month 

I find an Innisfail item sent down 
[7 p.m.] to the Brisbane Press tn the effect 

that the ::\1ourilyan :CHill would 
soon haye to stop nushing. Th:•.t is oyer 
three week< ago. A day or two later I find 
a Cairns item dated the lOth to th0 eff2~t 
that the timber trade was dislocated, and 
that butter had to be packed on packhorses. 
We can r~adilv understand what state that 
butter would b~e in after being packed on a 
packhorse in a tropical climate. I also 

find a Mackay item on the same day which 
savs that the chamber of commerce point out 
that utter ruin will re,ult to the farmers 
through the cessation of the cane traffic. In 
all those places the mail services had been 
dependent upon the despised private enter­
prise. The people have had to resort to 
private enterprise to carry their mails for 
them because the Government has so com­
pletely broken down in regard to State 
utilities. Again, I find a Charters Towers 
item dated 11th August. It states that at 
the Towers butter was unobtainable, pota­
toes were scarce, and that there was only a 
fortnight's supply of flour. Also that there 
was a great scarcity of tinned milk for 
children. I understand they largely depend 
on tinned milk the.re, and in that essential 
for children thev were short through the 
action of the Government, and they were 
short in all other lines as well. It is about 
up to Northern people to ask the thirteen­
a most unluckv number, as I have already 
pointed out, oi·, at any rate, most unlucky 
for the North that they have such repre­
sentatives at the present time-what they 
were doing while their constituents were 
starvi•ng, and while the producers there 
could not get their cream to the factories 
and could not get their maize away, and 
while the timber trade was stopped. and the 
mills stopped because the railwavs could not 
be carried on. • 

The SECRETARY FOR PCBLIC LA~WS : 'What 
would you have done? 

~lr. SWA YNE: All through this debate it 
has been asked, "\Yhat would you have 
done?" The Government make a very poor 
showing. but it is infinitely worse when they 
have to go to the Opposition for instructions 
how to deal with a crisis of this kind. But 
I will tell you one thing they might have 
done; they might, at any rate, if they were 
unable to prevent the State railways from 
being taken away from them, have tried to 
provide some substitute. I have a wire that 
I laid befo1·e i.he Premier eome days ago 
asking, as the railways were unable to carry 
out their obligations to the people, if he 
could do something in the way of subsidising 
motor traffic. Th<'re are twentv-one Govern­
ment motor·cars round about Brisbane, prin­
cipally pmployed in joy rides by hon. mem­
lwrs on the other side, and I think some of 
those twenh'·one cars might have been sent 
up Norlh. · They, no doubt. \vould haYe 
helped to relieve the position to some extent. 
I would like to point out that, even though 
th0 Northern railways are running, there. is 
sc·me considerable trouble as regards mails. 
There is only one regular boat going ::\' orth 
at the present time. Of course, the Govern­
ment ar0 under no legal oblig>tion to the 
people of Queensland in regard to the carry­
ing- of mails. but in an enwrgenc'· like this 
thev might have attempted to bridge the 
ga])s that now exist in the Northern railway 
SYstPnl bv n1otor~c:1rs in order to grt the 
Ii1a ils thi:ough. 

The PRE1[]ER: Don't you think the Com­
monwc>alth could do 'something in that 
n1attcr? 

Mr. S\VAYNE: Coming again to the main 
question at issue-that is, the cen,-ure of the 
Goyernment which \vas so ably moYed .by 
the leader of the Opposition, I would like 
to point out that their attitude for years 
hack has been leading up to such an ?ccur­
rence as this. Go right back to the strike of 
1912, \Yhich was engine0red :C,y an hon. 

Mr. Swayne. J 
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member who now holds a portfolio. They say 
now that the strikers are acting in an uncon­
stitutional manner, but they only seem to 
realise that when it is up against the State. 
The same thing occurred in 1912, when they 
were promoting a strike. The reason they 
say it is unconstitutional now is because we 
have tribunals to deal with these disputes, 
and they rightly say that men should not 
strike when there is a court to do them 
justice. The same position prevailed in 1912, 
and you never heard hon. members on the 
other side sav that the strike was uncon­
stitutional then. A case had been cited be­
fore the Commonwealth Arbitration Court. 
a_nd yet the men went on strike. From the 
time the present Government took office, 
right up to the present day, they haye con­
cloned strikes. Thev haYe shown that there 
is one law for one side and another law for 
the other side. I haYe heard the• Minister for 
\Vorks get up in this Chamber and boast of 
the number of successful prosecutions carried 
out against employers, but they say nothing 
about breaches of the law committed bv the 
other side>, all of which have been cnndon'ed bv 
the Government. That is the sort of thing tha't 
has led to an increase in strikes. After the 
passing of the Industrial Peace Act strikes 
were almost unknown in Queensland until 
the present GoYernment took office; then 
breaches of that Act occurred and no notice 
was taken of them. I remember quite well 
that thev were not in office manv weeks 
when a s'trike occurred at Mo>sman 'amongst 
the canccuttN':':. and it was repeated next 
year. I think I saw in one of the papers 
that thPrc have been over sixtv st.rike' 
per annum under tlw Ryan regin1e. Their 
conduct of things all through has tended to 
bring this about. · Just now of all times it 
must be borne home to us what an eYil 
strikes are. At the present time more than 
at any other time we should stand united, 
and, as far as possible. a void differences 
amongst ourselves in order that the work of 
the Empire should go on. Several charges 
have been made against the GoYernment, but 
:after all perhaps one of the gravest is at the 
end of the motion. I notice that the 9th 
count in the indictment is as follows:-

" And generally for insufficient action 
and failure in relation to the strike, re­
sulting in the dislocation of industrial 
a·nd commercial interests of this State, 
and inconveni<>nce, privation, and loss to 
the people of Queensland, and an in­
..;r<•asc of the difficulties of supplying 
food necessaries and other materials for 
the purposes of the war." 

Any strike that hinders us in our war 
operations is nothing short of high treason. 
There is no other word for it and the Go­
vernment have assisted in bringing this statP 
of things about through tlwir iMptitucle and 
through their refusal to carrv out the laws 
pasi'ed by this House to punish strikers. We 
find that they have simply sat still and 
allowPd the,c things to happen. In to-da-c's 
"Daily :Mail" I find the following:- ' 

" TROcBLE AT 1\fACKAY AVERTED. 
" Mackay, Tuesday. 

" Tl1Pre was a change for the better 
to-da"C in connection with the waterside 
workers' dispute, which threatened to 
hold up the sugar coming from the mills, 
as well as the cargo of coal brought bv 
th~ 'Cecluna,' which was awaiting tran­
shq>mPnt at the anchorage. When the 
men failed to respond to the demand 

[Mr. Bwayne. 

for labour on Monday Secretary Hogan 
discussed the matter with them, and as. 
a result of hie, arguments prevailed upon 
them to work the sugar from the railway 
trucks to the Adelaide Company's shed. 
Thev declined to handle coal. This deci­
sion' means that sugar will be trans­
ferred from the railway trucks to the 
shed, but there it. will 'remain, the 
object being, it is understood, to prevent 
any of this cargo from reaching the 
refineries beyond Queensland." 

Yet the people South want their sugar. They 
will soon be without sugar if they do not 
get it. The article goes on to say-

" \Yith regard to coal, the men were 
given an assurance that it was mined in 
Queensland, bu!J this did not induce 
them to alter their attitude. A start 
was made on the sugar this afternoon, 
but it was expected that the ' Ceduna,' 
which was prepared to take 490 tons of 
sugar South, will be compelled to con­
tinue her voyage without discharging 
coal or taking sugar aboard. Cargoes 
of foodstuffs will be handled, but, owing 
to the strike of seamen, most of the 
coastal steamers are held up in the South, 
consPquently Mackay cargoes arc lim­
ited." 

\Ye know that the great need of the Empire 
at the present time is ships. If one thing 
more than another is hampering the Allies 
at the nresent time it is the want of tonnage, 
and we find--

The SPJ<:AKER: Order! The hon. 
mr·mber must connect his remarks w1th the 
motion. 

Mr. SWAYJ'\E: I am dealing with the. 
ninth count of the charge. 

The SPEAKER : The hon. member is 
dealing with the waterside workers' strike 
at Mackay. This motion specifically deals 
with the railway strike, and the railway 
strike only. 

Mr. SWAYNE: I think, Mr. Speaker, in 
reading over this motion you will find that it 
refers to strikes in general, too. I think that 
the ninth count has been drawn up compre­
hensively enough to cover strikes in general. 

The SPEAKER: If the hon. member will 
read the first part of the ninth paragraph he 
will see that it sa vs "in relation to the 
strike." "The strike" means the railway 
strike. 

Mr. SW AYNE : I do not want to stress 
the matter. I just want to say that anything 
that interferes with shipping at the present 
time is tantamount to treason against the 
Empire. I have argued generally that the 
tendency to strike for nothing has been 
largely brought about by the actions of the 
party who now hold office. They have con­
doned offences in the past, and I do not 
think that the Minister can assure me that 
the railway strikers have complied with the 
law at the present time. So far as my 
information goes, the provisions oi their own 
Act have not been complied with. I am 
reading from the Industrial Arbitration Act, 
page 7578 of the Acts of Parliament of 
Queensland, 1917-

" A strike shall not be deemed to have 
been authorised until all the members of 
the industrial union who are engaged in 
the calling and in the district affected, 
have had an opportunity of participating 
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in a ballot taken at' a general meeting 
dulv constituted in accordance with the 
rules of the union, and a majority have 
voted in favour of such strike." 

Again. it says further on-
'· Provided further that no strike or 

lockout shall be deemed to have been 
authorii'ed unlc;;s or until the result of 
the ballot or voting thereon of the per­
sons concerned, together with the details 
of the voting, have been communicated 
to the Registrar." 

Now, can the Minister tell us if all those 
pronsrons have been complied with-if the 
nwn concerned had an opportunity to vote 
and if the Registrar has been notified of the 
·a·esult of that ballot as laid down bv the 
.Act? I very much doubt it. That operts up 
another point-and that is showing how their 
policy is directly answerable fot· what has 
taken place in Queensland; where the policy 
,of us on this side is so different and where. 
if our policy had bfen in force to-day, this 
would have been avoided. \Ye always held 
on this side of the House that as far as the 
;State employees were concerned it was not 
wise to bring them within the scope of thesP 
,provisions; that they had Parliament to deal 
with. and that tlh· State was not likelv to 
exploit them as a private employer might; 
that the same reasons did not exist for them 
lta ving an outside legal remedy against the 
State. as in the case Df a private employf'r. 
As long as this party was in office they main­
tained that policy, and as a result strikes were 
not known in big Government departments 
-at anv rate. nothing akin to what we 
.are suffering from at the present moment. 
'They took office and they brought into force 
their policy, bringing all Government em­
ployees within the scope and within the 
jurisdiction of these tribunals; and what 
ihad happened as the result of the carrying 
<mt Df their policy ?-The loss and distress 
that has occurred in Queensland during the 
last two or three weeks amounts to hundreds 
Df thousands of pounds. The conditions which 
have prevailed in the North have been 
brDught about by their bringing into effect 
a policy which was so different to ours; and 
I sav that on this poi'nt, as on many others, 
it could be shown that the policy of the 
party on this side is superior to theirs, and 
is better for the people of Queensland as a 
-whole. I do hope that before we go any 
further some attempt will be' made from 
tha.t sidP of the House to reply to the 
<'hargf's that have been made from this side. 
The Premier has allowed three speakers to 
-get up from this side without showing any 
-disposition to get up and reply. The speeches 
·Df the hon. the leader of the Opposition and 
the hon. member for Albert contained matter 
which he ought to answer, for the sake of his 
position, if not for the sake_ Df himself. It 
-seems to m0 that the question would ha.ve 
gone through if another speaker on this 
side had not got up; they would have let 
the qu~stion go through, because they shirked 
<it and evidently did not 'vant to spcnk on 
it. They rcalis<'rl that the case was so bad 
that the more thf'v said the worse it would 
lie. I do hopE' now that ewn at this la.te 
hour they will make some reply to the 
-charge' which were made by the hon. the 
leader of the Opposition and the hon. mem­
ber for Albert. Thev must realise that there 
i's matter in those ;peeches that calls for a 
-reply upon their part. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON (Drayton): I just 
want to have a few words on this matter. In 
the first place it is very difficult to realise 
what the trouble in Southern Queensland is 
about at the !Jr<'sent time. \Ve have realised 
something of the matter of the Northern 
strike. but apparently-according to the 
Premier-that is practically settled; but as 
rega.rds the trouble in the South, it is diffi­
cult to realise what it is about. 

Mr. C'OLLIXS: Ask your friends in New 
South Wales. 

~1r. BEBBINGTON: I need not ask the 
frends in New South \Vales. I haw a copi)' 
here of the time card-the <"ard--

A GoYERXMEXT MEMBER: The Taylor 
ticket? 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: You can call it 
exactly what you like. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! I hope the hon. 
nwmber is not going to discms the New 
South \Y alu card system. 

Mr. BEBBIXGTON: I believe this is the 
cause of the strike-(Government Iaughter)­
and we are here to-ni,;ht to discuss the strike 
and the Government, and the injury which is 
going to be piled up upon the producer~ at 
ihe present timP, Surely we have the nght 
to discuss the caus,e of it? 

Tl,c SPEAKER: Order! I would ask the 
hon. member if he has read the motion Y 

Mr. BEBBIXGTON: I have. 

The SPEAKER : It has to deal with the 
railway strike in tlw North, and the New 
So nth \Yales st1·ike so far n' it affects goods 
coming over the border; that is alL I don't 
intend to allow the hon. gentleman to deal 
with the special strilw in New South \Vales. 

Mr. BEBBI:\'GTON: I am representing 
the producers of this State to a certain ex­
tent. (Government la.ughter.) I have a. 
perfect right to voice their grievances here; 
and if the Government is sitting clown and 
laughing at their difficulties and at their 
losses then I sav it is their funeral. which 
will ~·erv soon ~ome-there is no question 
about th~t. (Renewed Government laughter.) 
I sav that anv person who will go on strike 
for ~ card like that is a fool and does not 
consider the interests of his State or a.ny­
body else. It simply shows the time the man 
goes to work. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! I hope the hon. 
gentleman will obey my ruling. 

Mr. BEBBIC\GTON: I will; and I will 
hand it to the Press when I have finished. 
(Government laug-hter.) I am showi'ng that 
the thing is so trifling; that the qovernment 
have lost control of our great lughways of 
trade a.ncl that they have handed those high­
wavs' of trade over to a few irresponsible 
people. I say it io time we had some _liberty 
in this House to discuss the losses whJCh are 
being brought upon our produci'ng publi~ at 
the present time. \Ye have for a long hme 
reali6ed that ther0 has been a power some­
where; it has been a power that many people 
could not d. fine. 

A GoYERx:.IENT ME:l!BER: The workers. 

Mr. BEBBE\GTON: It was a power that 
was influencing this State, and now and 
again it showed its ugly head EO that we 
could see who was at the bottom of it. 
(Government laughter.) The people who 

Mr. Bebbington.l 
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are at the bottom of thi~ intrigue and every­
thing else are a class of people who glory 
in tho fact that they own neither God nor 
countrv. Tt ia from this crowd that the 
trouble has come. Tt is a strange thing 
how just a few of those people are !e<1ding 
the workers astray and how, when they have 
got something bad which they want to ac­
complish, they always use the workers. Now, 
if this was in a country where we had no 
Arbitration Courts; ;f it was in a country 
where the' workers had no redress for their 
grievanc<>s, we could understand it. But 
when it is in a countTv wheTe the workers 
rule and where m·Pry eiection-I don't care 
"hen it is held-every general election in 
this State is dependent npon the workers 
of this country, and the workers of this 
country aTe in the majority and have the 
right and power to redress their grievance~, 
it is a thing which we cannot under<tand. 
Well then, if that is so, here, why have 
recourse to these things? \Vhy do the 
workers strik~; why do they bring the 
Government into disgrace like they have 
done at the present time? Why do they do 
these things, when they have the power? 
Now, let us analyse this power and let m: 
analvse its influence. What is it that brings 
men" like manv men on that side-like our 
Premier and oth<>rs-what is it that brings 
those men down to the position they are in 
at the present time? What is it that brings 
men of such high ~tanding and character as 
they are, into the position they are in this 
evening-having lost control of the position 
m<d having handed their office over to a 
few railway porteTS? (Government laughter.) 
Yes, the railw~y porter5 of Queensland haye 
refused to handle our produce, and wh1le 
during the present war time we want to 
encourage production and everything else, 
the producers are hr•ing penalised and 
practically ruined through the Government's 
neglect. "There arc men on that side who 
arP supposed to repre,ent country districts, 
who ought not to be there. There are men 
who are upholding the ruination of the 
producer to"day who ought to be the first 
men to stand up for him and lift their voice 
against the thin!:(; but they are agreeing 
to the ruination. and to the holding up of this 
kind of thing. Let me give you one case. 
Take the Toowoomha Bacon Factory to-day 
-a very lan;e eo-operative company employ­
ing a very large number of hands; and the 
producers are dependent upon the success 
of that compan.v for paying their debts and 
meeting th0ir obligations in respect to their 
land. I w·:nt to sav this-that land that 
was once s Jld for £1 10s. an acre in those 
diotricts, sine" this Government came into 
power those farms m·0 left to the '' allabies 
and the prickly-]war, and the people have 
come down to Brisbane to look for a job. 
Now th~t is one nf the things in which the 
Goyernment have lmt the confidence of the 
people. If you rlnubr that. I will give the 
hon. member for Da lby the names of the 
people who had the farms ancl .,-here they 
arc. (Loud Govc·rnmcnt laughter.) They 
laugh at the proclucet·'s downfall; they grin 
and laugh ut the ruination of the men "·ho 
work to keep them. 'I'he only thing they 
can hov;l ahont if:l son1cthlng to get cheap 
food-something that the producer has earned 
and wo: ;,ed for. and which thev \Yant to 
take from him; and they lau~h at the 
ruination which is ea us: cl when we see them 
lcaye their farmP, which once were sold for 
big amoun!s of money, and the people coming 
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down to Brisbane to look for a job. I can> 
give yon another farm in the hon. member 
for Toowoomba 's electorate. 

A GOVERX~IEXT ::\1D!BER: \Ye don't want. 
it. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: No. You would 
stan·e on .a farm. (Laughter.) That farm, 
which was once sold for £8 10s. an acre. 
has been offered to me this last week for £5 
an acre cash. That shows how the producers 
are being ruined. And I say that the action 
of the Government in this strike in delaying 
ihe produce and preventing the peop~e frol!" 
getting it to market is only aggravatmg thrs 
thing and causing a rush of more people 
into the citv. Now. I will take the effect 
upon the Co-operative Bacon Factory at . 
Toowoomba. That company employs a large 
number of men; it takes the pigs from a 
very large district, say for miles and miles 
around 'l'oowoomba; it has been the means­
of as si sting :hundreds and hundreds of 
farmers to pay their way and thus increase 
the prosperity of thi' State. Their. n:arket 
is Svdnev. Thell' cold stores are hmJted­
verv" lin1ited-and wh<'n you have 3,000 or· 
4,000 pigs a week coming' in they very soon 
fill up a large amount of cold storage. Now, 
the other dav-onlv vesterdav I believe­
they loa·ded a consign]nent of bacon in the 
m·,dinarv wav which was to go to Sydney. 
That n1onev· would come back and be dis­
tributed at1wn,g the farmers, enabling them 
to pay their wa:v and epend their earnings· 
among the busin<>ss men of Toowoomba. 
What was the result of the Government. 
losing control of the highways of trade and 
ltanding them over to two OT three railway 
porters? 'l'hose porters had the right tCY 
notifv the Government that thev would not 
handle that bacon; that it coul-d stop there 
and rot for all thev cared. That is the way 
thP producprs of Queensland are being en­
comaged. What is that power that is behind 
all this? Surelv. it is not the power which 
two or thrrn railwav porters hold. There· 

must be some power behind that. 
f7.30 p.m.] It is the unqodly, disloyal section 

th<1t are ruling this State at the 
pre,ent tirn<', and it is their influence that 
is heing brought to beaT upon the Govern­
ment. 'I'hat power is simply a withering, 
blighting, blasting power. which brings down 
men of high character to the position they 
hold at the prc>Pnt timP, and the longer the:v 
rpmain under that influence the worse will 
the;~- become.· There is only one hope for 
them, and that is to get away from that 
powet·. and pnt the interests of the State 
first. \Yhen thev are thcmseh-es azain and 
acting under th~ir m-m volition the people 
will be proud of them. but so long as they 
remain nnder this blighting and hlaeting 
influence the.v will injure the State. (Govern­
nwnt lauqhter.) That is the power that is 
ruining our producers and the GoYernment. 
I hope with all my h~art that they will 
come out from it, and leave these ungodly 
dislo} oil people to go their own way. 

\Ye talk a l1out bringing a bout a l1etter 
stat0 of things between 0mployers and em­
ployees by means of the Arbitration Court. 
For mv pm·t. I ''lY that th0 ArbitrMion 
Court is an absolute fai!nrP. It has failed 
to do what \Ye expected of it, p~rhaps on 
account of the spirit which is prevailing at 
the present time. I will put one question 
to the Premier. \Ye are led to believe that 
under the Arbitration Act the Government 
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have agreed to pay two sets of wag-es to 
avoid trouble, one to unionists and one to 
non-unionists. I want to know what is the 
position of the worker who has been turned 
out of the union because he voted for con­
scription? 

The SPEAKER : Order ! I must ask the 
hon. member to deal with the motion. 

Mr. BEB~IKGTON: Quite rig-ht, ::\fr. 
Speaker, I >VIII. (Laughter.) The motion is 
that the Government have lost the confidence 
of the people, and I am g-iving reasons for 
it. I am giving as a reason that the Go­
vernment ·do not know where they are when 
they co!'1e to discuss these things. What are 
you g-omg to do with the unionist who was 
turned out because he was loyal to his 
country? Are you going to pay him a less 
wage? 

The SPEAKER: Order ! The hon. mem­
ber has evidently not read the motion. If 
he does, he will see there is nothing about 
the position of unionists and non-unionists. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: We know that the 
Railway union has assumed the functions of 
the Government at the pre,ent time. The 
Governme_nt is handing over the management 
of our hrghways of trade to the Railway 
Union, which is in a position to say what 
goods shall be carried on the railways and 
what shall not be carried. We are looking 
to the Minister for Railways to sav what 
shall be done. What I want him to do is 
to cut away from them. If the Government 
face the position in the right way, we will 
help them. 

The PREMIER : You coax, and do not 
threaten. 

Mr. FREE: Arce you in the Farmers Union 
now? 

Mr: ,BEBBINGTO:\f : Certainly, I am, and 
a paw-up member. (Government laughter.) 

A GOVERXJ\IENT MEMBER : Y on Le!ieve in 
unionism? 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Certainly, I do; but 
I. do not belie Ye !n unionism seizing the 
hrg-hways of trade m our State and assum­
ing the functions of Governmer{t. I believe 
in the unions assisting and sending the Go­
vernment here to 1:epresent them and in 
leaving- thing-s to the Government. ' I ·would 
be in fayour of abolishing the Arbitration 
Court altogether. 

GOVERNMENT ::YlE}IBERS : Of course, you 
would. 

Mr. BEBBI:.;-GTO:\f: It is no good as it 
stands. It is flouted by the Premier himself, 
and he refers back to another State. \'\'hen 
the Arbitration Court is flouted and turned 
down by the Premier of the State what good 
is it? You want something else in its place. 
I bE'Iieve it would be a better means of 
settling difficulties if we ha.ci t>YO or three 
com1nissioners sitting continually to hear 
c'lses, and it would not cost unionists any­
thing to bring- their troubles before the com­
missioners. \V hen >Yorkers have a grievance 
it is wrong that it should cost them so much 
to get justice. It is wrong that they should 
hrtve to spend so many thousands of pounds 
on law. \Vhat did the secretarv of the Aus­
tralian \Yorkers' Union threaten the local 
authorities with in court? He said, "You 
will h".ve to set aside a couple of thousand 
pounds a year for law co3ts." Is that a right 
thing? It i,; not. The sooner we have the 
Arbitration Court abolished, and have com-

missioners appointed to sit continually and 
deal with the grievances of the workers, the 
better it will be. The costs of the proceed­
ings £hould be paid by the State, and the 
unionists would then not have to say that it 
cost' them so much. Every man has a right 
to g-et his g-r:ie.vances redressed. 'rhe sooner 
we get this system into operation, and ex­
tend our co-operative system of employment, 
the better it will be. But the Government 
has ignored at every point the co-operative 
movement, which would give our workers 
their share of the wealth tliey produce. The 
Denham Government passed a Bill, under 
which the sugar-growers were to be advanced 
money to erect their own factories, so that 
they could get the whole of the profits from 
their industry. 

The SPEAKER: Order! 
Mr. BEBBI~GTO:\f: Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. I say that is the best way to 
settle these industrieJ disputes, and if we 
push on with our co-operative methods it 
will be very much better than any other way. 

The PREMIER, who was re~ived with· 
Government cheers, said : The motion moved 
by the leader of the Opposition has reference 
to the recent industrial trouble in Northern· 
Queensland between the railway employees 
there and the Government. That difficulty has. 
been ,,atisfactorily settled. The railways are 
now running, and the employees are a.t work, 
and the people of Queensland are satisfied. 
GOVERN~ENT MExiBERS : Hear, hear ! 
:\lr. BARNES: Is it settled? 
The PRE::\IIER: The Government have· 

o ained a good deal in the estimation of a 
;umber of the public who hitherto supported' 
the Opposition. 

GOVERN}IENT 11E}!BERS : Hear, hear ! 
The PRE::YliER: At this late stage, the 

leader of the Opposition come« forward with 
his belated motion. under nine heads, 
attempting to discredit the Government and' 
to regain >"ome of the small prestige which 
the Opposition preyiously possessed but now 
have lost. (Opposition laughter.) The 
leader of the Opposition, during the course 
of his speech, referred to the fact that the 
Chamber of Commerce and the National 
Political Council had passed motions at 
their meetings supporting the action of the 
Government, as indi< ated by me in the refer­
ences to the matter which I made to the· 
Prcs·, anrl in some public utterances which I 
made. But he has not stated that the Oppo­
sition at any tin1e haYc pas8ed any ~·esolu­
tions apprm·ing of. the proposed actwn of 
the Go, ernment w1th regard to the matter. 
That trouble laste{] for about three weeks, 
and vet the Opposition have remained silent 
all the time. The,- have not offered one 
worcl of encouragement to the Government 
at any stn g:e of the proceedings. In fac.t, 
thev remind me of the House of Peers m 
Lm:d 11onntararat's song in Io!anthe-

" 'When \Yelling-ton thrashed Buonapartc, 
As eyerv child can tell. 

The Hon'se of Peers throug-hout th&­
\Yar 

Did nothing in particular, 
And did it very well." 

That is what the Opposition haye done­
thrDug-hout this trouble. They have not de­
clare·d themselves at anv time. In fact, 
tho leader of the Oppo~ition frankly ad­
mitted from his place in the House that they 
had not declared their position at any stag& 

Hon. T. J. Ryan.] 
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-of the proceedings; that they had given us 
a passive assistance. {Government laughter.) 
Now he comes forward and absolutely con­
demns the Government from the beginning 
to the end of the proceedings. 

Hon. J. ToL;\IIE: No. 
The PREMIER: I would like the hon. 

:gentleman now to tell me the date from 
"hich the condemnation begins. 

Hon .. J. ToLi\IIE: The ·date on which you 
<leparted from constitutional principles. 

The PREMIER: \Yhen was that? 
Mr. :c\1ACARTNEY: From the jump. 
'l'lw PREMIER : The hon. member for 

'Toowong says, 1
' From the jump." The 

leader of the Opposition says •from a date 
which he does not name. The fact is, the 
OpJ?osition cut a very sorry figure in this 
.husmess. 

GoVERNMENT ME>IBERS: Hear. hear r 
The PREMIER: I am quite sure the 

people of Queensland realise that. Let us 
trace the attitude of the Government from 
:the beginning. The first announcement I 
made with regard to the attitude of the Go­
vernment on the question was this: that 
the Government intends to uphold the prin, 
·ciple of industrial conciliation and compul­
·sory arbitration, which is a cardinal prin­
·ciple of the Labour party's platform. 

GoVERNMENT :iYlEi~!BERS: Hear, hear! 
The PREMIER: That is what we set out 

to do. I do not he,itato to sav here what I 
haYe said all through-what I have said to 
the public, to the industrial conference, and 
-what I sav now-that I think the men were 
mistaken in their action. I think it was an 
ill-adYised action, and that they were wrong 
in their action, and that is whv the Govern­
.ment took the stand which they did. 

Hon. J. ToL~IIE: Up to that point we are 
ea greed. 

The PREMIER: There are two methods of 
dealing with a situation such as arose there 
-there is a right way and a wrong way. 
'{Heal', hear!) 

Hon. J. ToL:UIE : You bought them off­
that was a wrong way. 

The PREMIER: I contend that the Go­
v<"rnment acted in the right way. The result 
proves it, and the people of Queensland be­
lieve it. 

GOYERN:<I!ENT ME>IBERS: Hear. hear r 
The PREMIER: Now, what has the 

'leader of the Opposition and those who fol­
lowed him this evening succeeded in doing. 
'The leader of the Opposition and the hon. 
member for Albert showed the attitude of 
the Opposition to the public and to the men. 
In other words, we have been afforded an 
·opportunity this evening of being able to say, 
if we cake them at their own words, and they 
•cannot ask us to do more than that, we know 
what would have happened if hon. gentlemen 
opposite had occupiE>d the Treasury benche.1 
during this particular crisis. (Hear, hear!) 
'The railway emr)loy<'es know it and the 
public know it. I propose to face the attack of 
the Opposition from those two points of view 
so that the men themseh-es on the one hand, 
·and the public on the other hand, will know 
what they would have got if the leader of 
the Opposition had occupied mv position. 
With regard to the remarks of the'hon. mem­
:ber for Drayton, they are like the flowers 
;that bloom in the spring-they had nothing 
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to do with the case. (Hear, hear, and 
laughter.) Let us follow the steps from the 
beginning. I might lay it down here that 
I conceived it to be the dutv of the Govern· 
ment, in strenuous times like these, to have 
regard to the whole situation. (Hear, hear!) 
'l'hese are abnormal times, and Governments 
have to have regard to all the considerations 
that affect the public interests· in dealing 
wirh any great question. (Hear. hear!) I 
conceive it to be the duty of the Government 
to preserve the efficiency of the country and 
to utilise the energies of every man so far as 
it is possible to do so. The Government 
should endeavour to prevent industrial and 
commercial dislocation. They should. at the 
same time in doing that, endeavour to pre· 
serve harmonious feelings amongst the corn· 
munities. These are necessary things, and 
I contend that we have succeeded in doing 
them all. 

Hon. J. TOL>!IE: At a price. 

The PREMIER: The proof is that the 
railways of Northern Queensland are run­
ning to-night as they ran before. 

GOYER:\11E;iT MD!BERS : Hear. hear ! 
Mr. BARXES : They were three weeks idle. 

The PRE:.\HER: If hon. gentlemen oppo-
site had been in charge of the reins of 
Government the Korthern railways would not 
be running yet, and the other railways in 
Queensland would not be running, and we 
would have had industrial and commercial 
chaos. 

GovERcOIE:\T J\fE}!BERS: Hear, hear ! 

The PREMIER : The men will realise this, 
that if hon. gentlemen opposite had been in 
power the bludgeon and the baton would 
have been used against them. 

Mr. O'SnLIVAN: And gatling guns. 

The PREMIER: That is what the hon. 
gentlemen opposite would have done instead 
of adopting. a policy of conciliati'?n and. arbi­
tration. They would have 1mmed1ately 
called in free labour, with the result that the 
emplovees on the rest of the railways of the 
State ;vould be taking sides with the strikere, 
and the whole of the country would be .iz: a 
state of chaos. The leader of the Oppos1t10n 
practically admitted that he would bring 
the country to a standstill in order to uphold 
what he calls some principle. Fancy bring­
ing the country to ': standstill. I conr;e!ve 
it to be my duty, whde I ocCUJ2Y the pos1hon 
I do to see that the country 1s not brought 
to a' standstill and to sec that things are 
kept going. 

GOVERN11El><T ME}IBERS: Hear, hear r 
Mr. BARXES: A section of the country was 

brought to a standstill. 

The PREMIER : Yes, a section of the 
. country was brought to a standstill for a 

short while. It was impossible to prevent 
that, but we prevented it as soon as it was 
possible for us to do so. (Hear, hear!) 
Let me trace the history of the strike. On 
the 24th July I received a telegram from 
the representativf's of certain unions in 
;'f orthern Queensland as follows-

" 24th July, 1917. . 
" Townsnlle. 

" Premier Queensland, 
"Parliament House, Brisbane. 

" Mass meeting railway employees 
held twenty-second the following resolu-
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tion was carried that this meeting of 
unions emphatically protest- against the 
action of the Industrial Judge in not 
granting the award rates to all em­
ployees retrospective to the nineteenth 

. February . 
. ".J. Dash. A.IY."C. 

"F. A. Timson, Q.R.U. 
"T. C. ·winning, B. "C. 
" E. Bloomfield, E.B.F. and C. 
" H. Pm·cell, A.S.E." 

Hon. eT. TOL)IIE: You sacrificed the judge. 

The PRE~HER : IY e will come to that 
later on. I prefer to deal with this matter 
in mv own wav. I am dealing with an im­
portant questi~n, and I think I will satisfy 
the people of Queensland, before I sit down, 
that I have not sacrificed the judge. I have 
not sacrificed the men, and I have not sacri­
ficed the people of Queensland. 

GOVERX:IIEXT J\fE:,rBERS : Hear, hear ! 

The PREMIER: On the 27th July, I 
acknowledged that telegram, and amongst 
other things I said that I trusted that the 
railwav men would see the wisdom of doing 
nothing that would tend in any way to 
break down the sYstem of arbitration. On 
the 31st July I l;eceiYed another telegram 
from Mr. Rymer, secretary of the combined 
unions in Townsville, reading as follows:-

" Combined unions c.>mmittee passed 
following resolution last night that un­
less retrospective paymel1jt is aSllured 
to all sections before Saturdav next the 
whole of the Great Northern Railways 
will cease work at midnight Sunday the 
ballot resulting in a ten to one majority 
for strike." 

I replied to that on the 1st August as fol­
lows:-

" In reply to your wire 31st ultimo I 
trust no steps will be taken in pursuance 
of railway men's ballot until position 
has been put before you by Minister for 
'\Yorks ,,,·ho administers Industrial Arbi­
tration Act. He will arrive Townsville 
on Friday morning." 

A similar wire was sent to the representa­
tives of the other uniom, the A.W.U., 
Q.R.U., B.U., E.B.F. and C., and A.S.C. 
As you all know the Secretary for Public 
vi,Yorks proceeded to TownsYi!le. It was felt 
at that stag0 that it might be possible to 
prevent the men from taking part in the 
strike. "Cnfortunately for the men them­
selYes, they were not persuaded to abandon 
the course which they had decided upon, 
and thev went on strike. It then became 
the dutv of the Government to deal "ith 
the situation. As I say, I believe the men 
were ill-ad,·ised. I am not mentioning any 
particular person or persons of having 
wrongly advised them, but their action was 
mistaken. We dealt with the situation 
which then arose. It was necessary for us 
to uphold the plank of our platform upon 
which we were elected, namely, industrial 
conciliation and arbitration. and do not for­
get, as hon. members opposite seem to forget, 
that conciliation is part of our plank. 

GOVERNMENT ME21IBERS: Hear, hear! 

The PREMIER : There is no end to the 
time that conciliation might be used. It 
must run through the whole proceedings 
and the whole negotiations. 

Mr. VOWLES: After the final decision? 

The PR.E::\HER; As the principle in­
YolYr·d is a very in1portant one, because 
of the men ,h-iking after an award of the 
court had been given, the Government 
thought it cksirable, and thought it was a 
\Yi'''l-~ course to pursue, to summon repre­
sentative'· of every trade union in Queens­
land. The trade unionists were summoned 
a]l(l they repn ·oented 70 per cent. of the 
unionists. Thcv m<:t in Brisbane, and the· 
attitude of the" Government was put before· 
them. It was very necessary, in taking a 
stand in a matter of this sort, that those· 
affected bv awards should have an intima­
tion made" to them of the policy of the Go­
vernment, and also have it indicated to them 
that their own awards were liable to be­
attacked if the award in this particular case 
was not to be adhered to. I am glad to· 
say that a great deal of assistance was 
derived from that· conference. I am glad 
to sav that there was a spirit of reasonable­
ness shown by them, and a spirit of common 
sense. (Hear, hear !) Indeed, it was an 
inspiring thing to me to feel that that con­
ference had within it the elements which 
were hlpable of goYernment, the ele~er;ts-­
which showPd that thev were able to ms1st 
upon the observation "of laws which were­
pass<>d in the interests of the people. They 
were entirelv behind the Government in the 
attitude wh1ch they took, that the principle· 
of conciliation and arbitration should be up­
held. Let us take the next step. When 
that conference was sum·moned and the· 
representatives of the Northern unions, which 
were on strike, came to Brisbane· a discus­
sion took place between the representatives 
of the strikers and representatives of the­
Government, and a waY out was found which 
did not have the effect of humiliating the­
men. 

Hon. J. TOL1JTE: It had the effect of 
humiliating the Government. 

The PREMIER: Xo: It had the effect 
that, while it did not humiliate the men, it 
upheld the principle for which the Govern­
ment stood. 

GovERX1IEX1' ME1IBERS : Hear, hear ! and' 
Opposition dissent. 

The PREMIER: \Yhat reason should we 
l:ave to fear to refer a matter of this sort 
-a. question of retrospective pay and pay 
while on strike-to a gentleman of the­
capacity and integrity of Mr. Justice· 
Higgins. 

Hon. J. TOL\fiE: \Vhat right had you to do 
it ? It "as against your own law. 

The PREMIER : It is not a question of 
right. It is our business to keep this country 
going. (Hear, hear !) I contend that it was 
not only within our rights, but within our 
duty to take the step we took. 

Hon . • T. ToLMIE: No, it was not. 

The PREMIER : Do hon. gentlemen fear 
the capacity of a gentleman like Mr. Justice 
Higgins to decide whether retrospectiYe pay 
should be paid or not? 

Hon. J. TOLMIE: We do not fear in the 
least. 

. The PREMI:E;R : Do hon. gentlemen oppo­
Slte deny the right of two parties to a dis­
pute to refer the matter to a third party? 

Hon. J. TOL!I!IE : It can't be done under 
the Act. 

The PREMIER: It is not giving the right 
of appeal to one party against the will of 

Hon. T. J . .Ryan.] 
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,another. It is a question of whether two 
pe-rsons ha vc a. right to 1nake an agree~ 
ment to refer it to the arbitration of the 
third party. I am satisfied that these men 
in the Xorth, for some reason or other. were 
under the impression that they might be 
led to expect that the pay might be made 
retrospective to a particular day. They had 
no grounds, in my opinion, for that belief. 
They did not allege that they had any 
grounds against the Government, but they 
alleged that from some remarks made by 
the President of the Arbitration Court, Mr. 
Justice i}1cCawley, duriug the course of the 
hearing, they were led to believe that they 
might g,et retrospe~tive pay. upon that 
they based their cla1m, and they struck be­
causp they did not get it. 

Mr. VOWLE'': They tried to bully the 
court, and you are helping them to do it. 

The PREMIER: I need hardly sav hero 
that the President of the Arbitration' Court 
entirely concurred with the suggestion of the 
reference of these matters to arbitration and 
indeed, he welcomed it. ' 

Mr. VowLES: You have no machinery for 
it. 

The PREMIER: When I interjected at 
the tim€ the leader of the Opposition was 
speaking, I said that that indicated that 
Mr. Justice McCawlev had confidence in his 
<'lecision. ' 

Hon. J. TOL:IIIE: Is that what you said? 

Tho PREMIER : Yes, and you can refer 
to "Hansard" for it. I said he had con­
fidence in his . decision. 

Mr. MAC.,RTXEY: That is what you said. 

The PREMIER: I am glad to hear the 
hon. member for Toowong support me in 
that. I would not for one moment suggest 
as to what the result will be when it comes 
before the tribunal presided over by Mr. 
Justice Higg-ins. 

Hon. J. TOL:.IIIE: Do not enter into ex­
planations. 

The PRE:YIIER: It is not a case of ex­
planations, but I b<?lieve in havincr the 
true facts of what I said brought out ,;:nd in 

haYing no ·wrong i1npression go 
[8 p.m.] forth as to what I said Ol' what 

. I meant. It was agreed that 
these 1ssues shoul,d be referred to the arbitrc­
tion of ?vir. J usticc Higgins. proYidcd that 
he could be procured. 

Mr. BARNES: \Yhat questions? 

The PRE:YHER: The que .tion of retrc>­
spectivity and the que•tion as to whether 
they should receive payment for the time 
that they were on strike, and if the claim is 
so utterl;v ab~urd as hon. members mggest. 
th_en I Imagme tha~ Mr. Justice Higg·im 
Will han> the capaCity to see that and to 
act according to his judg·ment. 

:\lr. BARC'!ES: To get paid for doing wrong 
is not a good thing. 

. The PREMIER: After haying made that 
~rrangement with the delegates in Brisbane. 
It was agreed that thev chould recommend 
it to their respccti' e 1;nions. Thev did so 
~ccordingly._ and Cairns a.nd :uackay' accepte,cJ 
It. Townsnlle, on the other hand. rejected 
it and 1·efused to take a ballot, ·and then 
the Government made that intimation which 
I cannot, for the life of me, understa~d how 
hon. members on the other side call a sur­
render. The Government then made an 
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intimation to the m"n in Towns·,·ille in a 
tdegram from me dated the 25th August­
that is the dav that the leader of the Oppo­
Elition firtys ,vC backed down-

lion. J. TOL)IIE: That is so. 

The PRE:\IIER: This i> my telegram-
" I am in receipt of your telegrams, 

and learn with much regret that your 
decision is against anv ballots on Govern­
ment proposals. I 'am convinced that 
a mistaken course is being purs1wd, and 
I urge your committee and members to 
reconsider the position. The Northern 
Railwa v S'. stem has now beE'n hung up 
for three \veeks, and the Government is 
hourlv receiving communications from all 
parts" of the North asking to be relieved 
from the incom·enience and distress which 
threatens them. It is obvious that the 
X orthern svstem cannot remain hung up, 
and it has' now become necessary to fix 
a time ,during which the ;'\orthern rail­
wav men will be given an opportunity 
of "resuming their duties on the condi­
tions offered bv the Government and 
recommended to vou by your delegates 
on Tuesdav last. 'I have indicated this 
to your delegates, who left last night. 

"RYAN, 
"Premier." 

Hon. J. ToLMIE: The conditions were as 
~tated. 

The PREMIER : The conditions were that 
thev were to report their intention to resume 
dutv at 9 o'clock on Tues,cJay morning. If 
not: they were to cease to be in the employ 
of the Queensland Government, and that was 
conveved to them. 
Ho~. J. TOLoiiE: The conditions were 

retrospectivity and possibility of strike pay. 
The PREMIER : No ; the proposal was 

that these issues should be submitted to 
arbitration. The name of Mr. Justice Hig­
crins was mentwned, because he was the one 
that both parti£'s dosirGd. He was first men­
tioned bv the men, and the arrangement was 
made 01~ the condition that he was obtain­
able. Of course. if ''e could not secure him, 
some other arbiter 'vould have to be found. 
Later. on the 25th. I sent this telegram­
van see I had intimated to the delegates on 
the Friday eyening before they went North 
what the iutentions of the Go,-ermnent were 
-and on Saturday morning I sent that tele­
o-ram to Mr. Rvmer. I had a C'"binet 
~neeting· a little later. in order to fix the 
time at which they might report, and then 
I sent this telegram-

" Rvn1er, 
'' Secr<'hrv. Combined Fnions. 

V '' T<nvnsYillP. 

"Continuing my telegram of this 
morning, Go,-ernment has decided to 
a!lo'" up to 9 a.m. o:1 Tueday '"!oi:ning 
for employees of RailwaY Comm1sswner 
nov>' on strike to rc..;ume duty. Those 
cmplov<'es not complying with this re­
quiren;ent will cease to be in the employ 
of the CommiS>ioner. It is with great 
reluct~nce that the Goyernment has come 
to the conclusion that this is the only 
course now open to them, and I trust 
that vom· committee and members will 
Bee the wisdom of resuming duty before 
the time mentioned. 

"RYA~, 
"Premier." 

Mr. FOLEY: That is concilation for you. 



The Recent Railway Stnke- [29 AUGL'ST.] Want of Confidence JJ1otion. 831 

'The PREMIER : It was thought after the 
discussion on the matter fixing the time be­
tween the Minister for Railways. th•o Rail­
wav Commissioner, and mvself tlkt fortv­
eight hours should be allowed from il1e t:n'i.e 
the delegates got to Townsville, because the 
Great Xorthcrn Railway runs out a lung 
way. Forty-eight hours was first comiclcretl, 
but we fixed it at 9 a.m. on Tuesclav morn­
ing, and at 9 a.m. that morning a ,·el<•gram 
was despatched stating that the ballot had 
been held hurriedly on MoHci,,y, and that 
they would resume work at midnight that 
night. I think. under the circumstances and 
the difficulty of communicating >vi1h for out 
places. that they ha\·e adopted a reasonable 
attitude in fixing it at midnight last night. 
The whole of the Northern men 'oavc re­
sumed duty under those conditions. and yet 
hon. members opposite will tell me that the 
·Government have surrendered. 

Hon. J. TOL)IIE: The whole country IS 
telling you. 

The PREMIER : The whole countrv is not 
telling me. My last communication was that 
" it was with great reluctance that the Go­
vernment has come to the conclusion that 
this is the only course open to them. and I 
trust your committee and members will see 
the wisdom of resuming duty." That was my 
last word to them. I am glad to sav that 
they took my advice, and they have the 
satisfaction of knowing what would have 
happened them if hon. members opposite 
had been in charge of the Treasury bench. 
There would have been no concilation. there 
would have been no reluctance in giving an 
intimation of that kind, and if they had not 
resumed wDrk there would have been free 
labour and the bludgeon and the baton used 
upon them. I hope that those men who were 
on strike in the Xorth will realise that thev 
made a mistake in going on strike. · 

::\1r. VoWLES: And you have to pav them 
for doing it. · 

The PREMIER: Ko, "·e had not to pay 
them for doing it. They realise also that 
this Government carried out its pledges, and 
~an·i<:>d out its polic:v that in dealing with 
the matter it would deal on the lines of 
industrial concilatiun and compulmry arbi­
tratiun. I do not believe in having a dis­
gruntled, sulky service, as you would have if 
:vou used the mailed fist, ,and which could 
not have been so successful as the method 
we adoptE'd. If anv other method had been 
a cl opted they would have been entirely dis­
~atisfied, and we could not have had them 
as contented as I trust thev will be. I feel 
sure that all the other unions in Queensland 
have now seen th,:,t this GovernmE'nt is de­
termined to stand by that principle upon 
which thDy have been elected. 

Hon. J. TOL:\IIE: And they will all ask for 
similar conditions. 

The PREMIER: \Ve have the satisfaction 
of knowing that that congress was entirelv 
with us. and I feel sure that it will make a 
great deal for industrial peace in the com­
munity-much more than would have been 
the case if we had adopted any other course. 
\Yith regard to their asking for similar 
terms, I prefer to wait till the decision has 
been given upon these questions. 

Hon. \V. D. AR:I!STRONG: Have you any 
agreement as to the time the Arbitration 
Court will sit? 

The PRE:\IIER: Ko, we have no agree­
ment as to the time it will sit, but we have 
an agreenwnt that it will go to arbitration if 
a judge is procurable, and it is understood 
in all lE'gotations that these things have to 
take place within a reasonable time. whether 
it is mentioned or not. Kow. we are charged 
during this period with n0t having taken 
steps to look after the public in Korth 
Queenshnd. and I would like to point out 
that instructions were givE'n to the police 
that they were to keep fully in touch with 
the Xorth. both in regard to the supply of 
foodstuffs and the maintenance of law and 
order. They were also instructed to afford 
eYery assistance possible in their power in 
relie\·ing cases of urgent distress within their 
rc·spectin' districts. The Commissioner for 
Police wired to the various centres in the 
i\ orth in these terms-

" \''\'ire me state foodstuffs in "our dis­
trict at every centre affected by railway 
strike als0 as to general conditions quiet 
or otherwise and keep me informed from 
time to time by wire if any change. Re­
port on available means of transit to 
places where food supplies required." 

Now, that shows o:hat the Government-of 
course. the Commissioner reported to the 
Home Secretar:v and he to me-were being 
kept advised of the situation all the time in 
the different centres with regard to food 
suppli~,~. with regard tu the mE'thod of tran­
sit, with regard to the places wltere food 
could be obtained. \Ve also instructed the 
Deputy Railway Commissioner in Townsvi 1le 
with regard to the delivery of goods. 

:Mr. MACARTNEY : Himself? 

The PREMIER: Ko, not himself, but with 
regard to persons being allowed to take 
delivery of goods. I am now refuting a 
sugge,tion that the strike committee were 
in control of the railways. 

Hon. J. TOC\IIE: Mr. Rymer said not a 
person dare go near them. 

The PREYIIER : If the lea·der of the Op­
position wants l\Ir. Rymer's view of the 
case to go to the public, it is not the Go­
YernnlCnt YiE'\.V, because ::\ir. Rymer is 
secretary of the strikE' committee and it is 
with them that we have been dealing. 

Hon. J. ToLC~IIE: He said he had absolute 
control of you. 

The PREMIER: \Yell, I am quite satis­
fied that the public will be convinced that 
no one had control of us. (Hear, hear!) 
vY e took our own way, we took our own 
course all th0 time. I'> e were pulled neither 
by our hon. friendc> opposite nor by the men 
on strike. IY e took our own straight course, 
\Ye can1e through, and it is because we can1e 
thcough so mrcessfnlly that we ha\·e the 
Opposition moving this want of confidence 
motior.. (Government cheers.) They condemn 
everything we did, they condemn the fact 
that the men have resumed work because 
thev hayc lost a chance of making political 
ea r)ital. Let m·e refer to the telegrams I was 
about to mention. This is a telegram sent 
on the 9th August, fl-om the Commissioner 
for Railw.Q·s to the Deputy Commissioner at 
Townsville-

" Your wires eighth instant re perish­
ables and good;; Townsville, Hughenden, 
Charters Towers, Cloncurry, and Ayr, 
have consulted Minister; consignees or 

Hon. T. J . .Ryan.] 
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their agents may take delivery of goods 
11nd will afforded police protection if 
required. 

Other wir0s 'vcre sent; for example, J ohan­
son,. contractor, Richmond, wired on 8th 
August-

" I ha,-e two trucks timber in Railway 
Yard,;, Richmond. Have I your permis­
sion to unlo:·d sa1ne ?" 

Th .. • Secretary to the Commissioner replied 
as follows:-

" Your wire re timber, you may take 
delivery." 

A wire was sent, on the 9th August, by the 
Commissioner to Mr. Pagan at Townsville-

" Draper, chairman Mulgrave Mill, 
wires urgent asking per1nission for use 
of third rail between Gordonvale and 
Banana to keep Mulgrave Mill going. 
Have di~cuFsed this matter with Minister 
who considers request reasonable and 
should be agreed to." 

A wire was also sent on the lOth from the 
Secretary to the Railway Commissioner to 
Mr. Pagan, ·at Townsville:_ 

"\Vith reference Commissioner's wire 
yesterday's date re penshables and goods 
being taken delivery of by consignees, 
Wilson, of Eddington, Mackinlay, has 
wired here and been informed that he 
has permission to take stores from goods­
shed Julia Creek for Daigonally Station 
an<l may have police protection if neces­
sary. This for your information." 

Hon J. ToLMIE: What about Atherton? 

'l'he PRE::MIER: I am coming t<J Atherton. 
The hon. member will be sorry he spoke 
about Atherton. 

GovER};ME!>;T MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! and 
laughter. 

Mr. CooPER: "Fools rush in"---
A GOVERN)JENT MD!BER: Every time you 

open your mouth you put your foot in it. 

The PREMIER: These communications 
are indirotions of the general action taken 
by the Government through the police and 
the Railwny Department for the convenience 
of the public in North Qu~ensland during 
that particular time. I am asked by the 
leader of the Opposition, What about Ather. 
ton? No complaints reached me that there 
was any molestation of persons in the Ather­
ton district. The first intimation I got ·was 
a telegram from the Prime Minister of Aus­
tralia in connection with the matter. He 
had received a telegram from 1fr. \Villiam 
Marnane, at Atherton, who has political 
ambitions up there. He ·desires to stand 
against my friend the hon. member for 
Eacham. (Government laughter.) Let me 
tell you what he wired to the Prime Minister. 

Mr. KIRWAN : Another Liberal organiser. 
Mr. STOPFORD : You wanted police protec­

tion against a porter and a station-master. 

The PREMIER: At midnight on the 23rd 
August I was got out of bed by a telephone 
message from the telegraph offi0e, and I got 
up to hear what it was. It was a telegram 
from the Prime Minicter. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: He knocked off 
winning the war that night. 

Mr. STOPFORD : "Billy " puts his 7 stone 
into the fight. (Laughter.) 

Mr. KIRWAN: Napoleon Hughes. 

[Hon. T. J. Ryan. 

The PRE:\liER: Xo. i't was midnight on 
the 23rd August when I got this ring, a 
very urgent message from t~e Prime J\Iinister 
for me in the dead of mght-1t 'vas sent 
from ::\Ielbourne at eight minutes to 10· 
o'clock. The telegram began-

,, The following wire from Atherton 
} • .ls been rec0ived. ' Situation desperate; 
raiiwavo in Cairns .district in hands of 
strike " committee since 4th August; 
farmers arranging to take forcible po~ses­
sion and require military protectwn. 
Signed, :Y1arnane. eha!rn~a': o~ the ex<;­
cutiYc of the Farmers U m on. As this­
is clearlv a matter for your police, I. am 
askino- ,:ou to furnish protection reqmred. 
Pleas~ ;.eply." 

Well: I went back to bed, :\lr. Speaker. 
(Loud laughter.) 

Mr. BARNES: We quite believe that. , 
Hon. J. TOL)JIE: I hope you had not a bad 

night. 
The PRE::\1IER: I did not disturb t~e 

Commissioner of Police that night, but llll 

the morning at 9 o'clock, immediately on 
arriving at the offi~e, I ~ang up the Com­
missioner and I adv1sed h1m of the telegram 
I had received, and asked him if he had 
been carrying out my instructions with regar:d 
to North Queensland, to keep constantly m• 
touch with the situation and keep me. ad­
viced. He said he had, a":d ,I there and then 
replied to the Prime Mmrster as follows ; 
after quoting ::\Ir. Hughes's wire to me-

.. I am in receipt of your telegram (as 
quoted above). Since the commencement 
of the strike the police in all affected 
centres ha.ve had instructions to keep me 
adYised of all dcn>lopments, and _on 
inquiry from the Con;missioner of Pohce 
this morni'i:w he adnses me that every­
thing in th.;' Xorth is quiet, and he has 
no knowledge of a?y threats b:: farme!s 
or the men on strrke. The rarlways m 
the Cairns district are in the hands. of 
this Gon•rnment, and not of the strrke 
committee. In the circumstanc~s I c~n­
not agree to any request to furmsh pohce· 
protection to any body of persons to 
enable them to carrv out the unlawful 
purpo~e of forcibly taking possession ?f 
Government property. I tru~t that m 
vour reply to J\1urnane you wrll ':at en­
courage such a ~a wless _u_ndertakmg .. by 
suggesting that either 1mhtary or po11ce 
protection could be . afforded to p~rsons 
while engaged thf'rcm. I am anxwusly 
awai'ting your reply." 

Well he replied to me on the 24th-
' " I am in receipt of your telegram re­

plying to request. of Atherton. farmers 
for police protection, and statmg. that 
railwavs are in the hands of the stnkers. 
I note" that you state that the railways 
are in the hands of the Goyernment :<nd 
that there is no need of pohce protectron. 
I am rep,·ating your wire to Atherton 
accordingly.'' 

(Government laughter.) 

Now, it is a regrettable thing that while 
the strike is in progress such actron should 
have been taken as was taken ?Y Mr: ~\ilar­
nane in that telegram to the Pnme MIJO!ISter. 
He there threatened that they were gomg to 
forci blv take possession of the railway, and 
then a"sked the Prime :Minister for military 
protootion in doing it; and a similar threat 
was made from one other centre. It is only 
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consistent with the attitude that I referred 
to the other evening--of certain Liberal 
organisers, or Nationalist organisers, endeav­
ouring to keep the men out on strike. 

GOVER!i':\IENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. BARNES: That was proved to be wrong. 
The PREMIER : It was not proved to be 

wrong. I mav tell you that I still believe 
it is correct. "r believe the statement in the 
" Cairns Times." I listened to the leader of 
the Opposition this afternoon reading out a 
lettergram from the National Political Coun­
cil to Cairns, and the reply received from 
Mr. WilliamF. Well, the whole of the state­
ment was not contained in that lettergram 
as I heard it read. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY and GOVERNMENT 
MEMBERS : Ah ! Ah ! 

The PREMIER: I would like to see that 
lettergram. As I listened to it the whole of 
the statement was not contained in the let­
tergram. 

Hon. J. TOLii!IE: They wired the whole of 
your statement to Cairns. 

. The PREMIER : Well, you did not read 
1t out. 

Hon. J. ToLIIIIE: No, I did not read it all 
out. 

The PREMIER : Well, you should. I 
would like to see the whole of that letter­
gram. 

Hon. J. TOL:\IIE : You wrote a column of 
stuff; I did not spend time reading all that. 

The PREMIER : I prefer to believe the 
statement of the " Cairns Times," particu­
larly when I have it backed up with evidence 
of this sort. Why should these people in 
North Queensland, who are strongly opposed 
to us politically, be sending their telegrams 
down to the Prime Minister asking for mili­
tary protection? 

Hon. J. TOLMIE: Because they were in 
distress. 

The PREMIER : They wanted the policy 
of our friends opposite carried out. How is 
it that the police of Queensland, although 
they are instructed to keep me a_dvised, had 
no report of such a state of affairs? 

Hon. J. TOLMIE: You ask the hon. mem­
ber for Eacham. 

The PREMIER: It was simply manufac­
tured to endeavour to make political capital. 

GOVERNMENT ME!UERS : Hear, hear ! 

The PREMIER: And I don't hesitate to 
condemn the action of the Prime Minister 
of Australia in countenancing such a com­
munication for one moment. (Hear, hear !) 
He should have immediately communicated 
with me and refBrred the matter to me. 
He should have told me the situation with 
regard to the· military. No private indi­
vidual has the right to demand the use of 
the Irilitary from the Commonwealth Go­
vernment; they have no right to pass over 
the Executive Government of the State. 

Hon. J·. TOLMIE : The Executive Govern­
ment had delegated its powers. (Government 
dissent.) 

The PREMIER : I will read, for the 
information of hon. members. the section of 
the Commonwealth Constitution dealing 
with the matter. 

Hon. J. TOLMIE: You read section 19 of 
the Arbitration Act. 

1917-3F 

The PREMIER : Section 119 of the Com­
monwealth Con~titution is this-

" The Commonwealth shall protect 
every State against invasion; and on 
the application of the Executive Go­
'· ernment of the State, against domestic 
violence." 

Hon. J. TOLMIE: But if there is no Execu­
tive? 

The PREMIER: You know that it has to 
be on the application of the Executive Go­
vernment of the State. 

Hon. J. TOL~IIE: Yes, but there is no 
Executive Government. (Government dis­
sent.) 

The PREMIER : The Prime Minister 
should have advised them in the North that 
if they wanted any protection they should 
apply to this Executive Government, and 
should not allow communications of that sort 
to go on. That is an encouragement to acts 
of violence. Supposing that a small body 
of men had taken the desperate course of 
taking forcible possession of portion of that 
railway against the will of the Government, 
what effect would it have had upon the 
strikers? Would it have tended to settle the 
dispute? 

GoVERNMENT ME)iBERS: No! No! 

The PREMIER: :Might it not have led to 
a conflict between them, possibly to blood­
shed? And yet that sort of thing is allowed 
to go on. And then the leader of the Op­
position says the blame would have been 
upon the Government. 

Hon. J. TOLMIE: Of course, it would. 

The PREMIER: It would not have been 
upon this Government, but upon the Govern­
ment of the Commonwealth of Australia. 

GoVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 
Mr. BARNES : Good came out of it; iil 

forced your hand. (Government laughter.) 

The PREMIER : I would never have 
known anything about it if the Prima 
Minister of the Commonwealth had not 
communicated it to me; because I havQ 
no doubt he would have regarded it as a very 
serious action c.ontcrrmlated by the few men 
in that particular district. Now I wish to 
place on record my prows\ against t~a 
action of the Commonwealth C,-oven?ment 1n 
having allowed it to be implied even that 
there was any justification wb11tever for the 
nature of the <'<ij~munica~ion. that _was m~da 
in respect of .a matter whiCh '" entnely With­
in the jurisdiction of the StatB. I ha V<; no 
doubt he C'1nnot prevent peoplP. commumcat. 
ing with him; but when they do communicate 
-particularly communicationR of that sort­
T sav it is the dutv of the Federal Govern· 
ment to acquaint "the State Executive nn· 
mediately. 

Hon. J. TOLMIE : He did. 
The PREMIER : He did; but what was 

hi.s communic"tion? He requested me to 
furnieh the police protection required. Re­
quired for what? For me to furnish police 
protection to eiMble a small body of men 
to forcibly take possession of the Cairns 
Railwav! 

Hon. J. TOL:\1IE: You did not contemplate 
such an action? 

The PREMiER: I did not. I contem­
plated I would ta,ke such action as would 
prevent any such forcible possessron; and 
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as my friend, the Secretary for Public Lands, 
·•ays, he should have warned them of the 
seriousness of the step that was being taken. 

The SECHET.\RY FOR PrBLIC I::<:STRl'CTIOK : 
'fhe unlawful action. 

The PRFL\1IER: Well, now, I have shown 
what the posi~ion would have been if they 
had been the Government and had been in 
power; what !hey would have ?.one as re­
gards the men who were on str1ke. 

Now what about the great public of 
Queensland? I want to know how they 
look at thr, situation. 

Hon. J. TOL:IliE : They will tell you next 
May. 

The PREMIER : I am prepared to meet 
the public of Queensland next :Ylay or to­
morro\v. 

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

The PREMIER: 'I'he position would have 
been this. That if the methods which the 
hon. the leader of the Opposition has in­
<lica ted were adopted, that industrial trouble 
would have spread; it would have affected 
other parts of Que~nsland; there would have 
been a tremendous loss to the community; 
the whole of the sugar crop of North Queens­
land, perhaps, would have been lost-and it 
is valued at about five million pounds; the 
country would have been brought to a stand­
still. And what kind of feeling would there 
have been bPtween the men who were on 
strike and those on strike in svmpathy with 
them, and the rest of the commtmity? ·would 
it have brought about that harmonious feel­
ing w hi eh is so necessary in these times ? 

Mr. BooKER : They did not consider that 
when they went on strike. They penalised 
these people. 

The PREMIER : I don't care what the 
hon. gentleman opposite may think. 

:Mr. Bomnm : Of course you don't, or the 
public at large. 

The PREMIER : I am considering the 
public at large; but these are times when 
public men in high positions must keep 
their headc, 
GovERN~fENT MDIBEHS : Hear, hear ! 
The PREMIER: That is a thing, at any 

rate, which hon. gentlemen opposite don't do. 
Mr. MURPHY: They must keep their seats. 

That is one thing about it. 

The PREMIER: We have in Queensland 
to-day the strongest evidence that we have 
kept our heads. 

GOVERNMENT ME:I!BERS : Hear, hear ! 

The PREMIER: And that we have satis­
factorily solved a difficult situation-which 
hon. gentlemen oppobite would have been 
entirely incapable of doing. (Hear, hear!) 
There is one other matter that is dealt with 
in the motion. I don't de?ire to deal with 
all these heads in detail ; it is only a state­
ment and re-statement of them. I have no 
doubt there must have been a very long 
caucus heJ.d when this particular motion was 
discussed. 'I'he other question is the situa­
tion in Southern Queensland with regard 
to the handling of certain goods for_ New 
South Wales. 

Hon. J. ToLMIE: 
W allangarra? 

The PREMIER : 
trouble lies in New 

Who is in charge of 

Now the root of that 
South Wales. The New 

[Hon. T. J. Ryan. 

South \Yaks Governmc·nt introduced a new 
system-a card system-very recently to which 
the men objected; and, as the matter was 
not settled, it led to a strike. I don't desire 
to sav one word that ean be misconstrued 
with ~eg-u·d to another Government. I don't 
think it h my place, nor do I think it is 
right to do so ; except to say that war time 
is hardl.v the moqt suitable time for making 
a new departure, particularly one that may 
gi.-e rise to suspicion-whether justified or 
not-in the minde of the men. to whom that 
new svstem iB applied. ~\s I have said, the 

· root cause of the trouble lies in 
[8.30 p.m.] New South Wales, and some few 

days ago the employees of the 
Que·msland R:tihva0 s notified the :Yiinister 
that theT would not carry certain goods to 
or from New South \Vales. 

;y1r. ::\lACART:SEY: Or mails. 
Th<) PREMIER: Ko; certain goods, in­

cluding certain parcel post mails. That inti­
mation was conveyed to the Commissioner, 
and the question is: How is that situation 
to be dealt >vith? \Ye must not precipitate 
a difficulty. 

Mr. FoRSYTH: You must knucl;le down 
e.-ery time. 

The PREMIER: We must not extend a 
otrike or industrial dislocation more than 
we can hdp. 

Mr. BOOKER: Obey your bosses. 
The PREMIER : And it is for us to take 

the course which we ha.-e taken up to the 
present. I received a telegram, which I 
wish to place on record, from the Prime 
Minister. He wired me from ;yfelbourne, 
on the 27th instant, as follows:-

" Reported that employees Queensland 
Raih: a v Commi .,ioner have declared 
goods ctrtNl by New South Vi'ales rail­
waY black and refuse to handle same. 
Shall be glad to know whether this is 
a fact, and if so what steps you propose 
to take "" ensure that all goods for your 
State conveved bv New South \Vales 
trc<ins shall" be d{,ly delh-ered to con­
signees. Reply urgent. 

" \V. J'.I. HUGHES." 
I replied to him on the 28th-

" Your telegram recBived re border 
traffic. I understand employees of Rail­
wav Commissioner ha.-e notified their in· 
tention not to handle certain goods car­
ried bv rail to or from K ew South Wales. 
Passe1ig·pr and mail service·, except parcel 
post, would be continued as usual. As 
the seat of the industrial trouble lies in 
New South Wales, I am telegraphing to 
the Acting Premier, :Yir. Fuller, urging 
him to favourably consider submitting 
the matter to arbitration with a ·dew to 
effecting a prompt settlement. As the 
trouble anpews to be extending, I suggest 
that you' could assist by using your in­
fluence in the same ·diredion. I wouLd 
be pleased to learn that you .favour such 

"RYAN, 

"Premier." 
I wired to Mr. Fuller, quoting the telegram 
received from and the telegram sent to the 
Prime Minister, and added-

" I trust that you will be .able to take 
such action as will lead to a prompt 
settlement, and thereby prevent the ex• 
tension of the trouble to this State." 
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!Last night I reccind this telegram from the 
.Prime Minister-' 

".Very urgent.. Informed Qqeensland 
Railway Commissioner instructed bv 
your Government not to accept· parcel 
P?'t mails aft;,r to-day until present 
dispute Xew South \Vales over. Further 
-am informc•d that goods, merchandise 
including passengers' luggage in brak~ 
van to or from ::'\ew South \Vales, will 
not be carried. Desire direct vour imme­
·diate attention to section ns: Post and 
Telegraph Act, which read.' as follows:-" 

!--nd he set' out certain penalties, including 
Imprisonment for six months-

" Pleace inform me whether facts are 
as stated, and if so whether vour Go­
v_ernn;ent proposes (one) cancel imtruc­
t!ons Issued by your Government to Rail­
way Commissioner, (two) take Sl.\Ch steps 
as may be nece·-,arv carry all mails, 
passe~gers' luggage, Und goods and mer­
chandise to or from Xew South \Vales. 
Reply immediate. 

This is my reply-
"HuGHES." 

" Your telegram of yesterday received. 
You are evidently under a misapprehen­
sion as to the position. Minister for 
Railways was .advised by railway em­
ployees that after twenty-seventh instant 
they would not handle or haul any inter­
stat<; goods orT merchandise going to or 
commg from l'i:ew South Wales including 
par_cel post mails but not including letter 
mails and passengers' luggage. Minister 
thereupon cnnferred with Commissioner 
for ~ailways. Both formed the opinion 
that It would be usele's for the Commis­
siot_Ier to accept f~r conveyance anything 
whwh he would oe 1mable to c~rrv or 
take care of through the refusal o{ the 
·employees either to handle or haul same. 
All persons interested including Deputy 
Postmaster-General were notified accord­
ingly. The notification to the Deputv 
Postmaster-Gf.Vneral was made unde'r 
clause fifteen of the agre.'ment between 
the Depnty Postmaster-General and the 
Commissior:er for Ra,i_h,-aY" with respect 
to the carriage of mails. The section of 
the Post and Telegraph Act Act quoted 
by you has no application whatever to 
the situation. The Queensland Govern­
ment is most anxious to maintain fufl 
normal ~m·vice with respect to pa!Osen­
gers mails -and ~oods a ne~ is _using its 
best endeavours m that direction ·while 
avoiding the precipit.ttion of an indus­
-tri:"l. upheaval »:hich would in my 
opmwn be most disastrous to the public 
both of this State -and of the Common­
wealth." 

I would like to Tefer to the clause of the 
agreement between the Railway Department 
un4 the Posbpaster-General under which this 
notice was given to the Deputv Postmaster­
General. With the permission 'of the House 
~ would ask to have it taken as read so that 
1t can be incorporated into my speech in 
"Hansard." The clause is as follows:-

" Whenso·ever whether by the act of 
God or by reason of some other cause 
beyond the Commissioner's control or on 
account of any general or partial strike 
or lockout of any officers, workmen ser­
vants, or employees either in the s~rvice 
or employment of the Commissioner or 
.in that of 6ny colliery proprietor, coal, or 

other merchant or factor, or of any 
carrier by land or sea, or in th-at of any 
stevedore or any contractor, employer, 
factor, or agent concerned or connected 
with railway construction or the produc­
tion,_ getting, handling, loading, or trans­
pm·bng of coal or other railway stores 
or matec"ials the Commi<,sioner is or will 
:,a substantially delayed, prevented, or 
impeded in supplying, filling, or render­
ing- either in whole or in part some one 
or more of the services, matters, or things 
contracted to be ~one, supplied, or per­
formed under this agrement, and the 
Comn1issioner gives notice in ·writing to 
the Postmaster-Gcnenl of the fact; then 
and in any and <>Yery such case to the 
extent of the particular service or ser­
vices or matter or thing likely to be or 
which is or ar~ so affected and in matters 
incidental !hereto, the Commissioner's 
obligations hereunder (anything in these 
presents to the contrary notwithstanding) 
shall cease and be suspended from the 
date named in the notice and so con­
tinue (unless the Commissioner by a 
further notice in writing to t·he Post­
master-General sooner intimates his 
ability to recume the same) until after 
the lapse of such time from the abate­
ment or cesser of the disturbing cause 
.as may necessarily expire before the 
Commissioner bv the Ecxercise of due 
diligence can reasonably be expected to 
be in a position to supply, fill, or re­
sume the particular service or services or 
matter or thing the doing, supplying, or 
performing of which has been so ·delayed 
prevented or impeded. In any such 
event the Postmaster-General may deduct 
and retain from the sum or sums payable 
to the Commissioner, under clause 16 
hereof. an amount proportionate to the 
time during which and to the degree to 
which the services to be rendered or 
performed by the Commissioner under 
this agreement shall remain wholly or 
partially unrendered or unperformed, 
and such sum or SUlJlS so pay" ble shall 
be reduced accordingly." 

It will be set>n from that that the Commis­
,oioncr for RailwaH, in the action which he 
has taken, hns m;ly done something which 
he ought to do in justice to consignors. They 
should not be allowed to send goods that 
))erhc•ps would be left somewhere without 
being handled and might be lost. and with­
out knowinf, it. He has given that intima­
tion for that reason. I would like to warn 
my friends opposite, and some of those out­
side, who are inclined to screech and howl 
that we must do something, even if the 
country is brought to a standstill. You will 
find that-their tune will change if the country 
is brought to a standstill ; and I am using 
enrv effort to see that it is not brought to 
.a stand,till. 

Hon. J. TOUIIE: See that the work is 
carried on. 

The PREMIER : That is all my friend 
cares, because he thinks that that will lead­
and he has oufficient knowledge of the situa­
tion to know that it might lead-to the whole 
of our coalmines, and the whole of our rail­
v ay serYice, being idle, and it is a position 
that I am going to avoid by every means in 
my power. 

GoVERNi\IENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear ~ 
Hon. J. TOLMIE: You are in -absolute sub­

jection, 

Hon. T. J. Ryan.] 
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The PREMIER: No. I intend to continue 
my endeav<!urs to have a complete and 
normal servrce n:;tored between Queensland 
and New South Wales. It is mv desire to 
see these mails and goods will 'be carried 
to that State. 

Hon. J. TOLliiiE : Of course you desire it · 
we do not doubt that. ' ' 

.The PREMIER: But I must be the judge 
of the methods we adopt in doing it. 

GOVERNMENT MEii!BERS: Hear, hear ! 

The PREMIER : I am not going to adopt 
th.e methods \yhich would be adopt-ed by my 
fnends opposrte. 

Hon. J. ToLMIE: How do you know what 
methods we would adopt ? 

The PREMIER : We know their methods. 
They talk about a few railway porters •at 
'\Yallangarra. ~hey know it is not a ques­
tiOn of a f~w railway porters at Wallangarra 
at all. It IS not only the railway porters at 
Wallangarra, but all th.e other unions. What 
would the people of Queensland and the 
qhamber of Commerce which pas~ed resolu­
!wns, an? who. would. be the first to suffer 
If there Is an Industria] upheaval, say if I 
take such steps .as would precipitat-e that 
up~eaval, and lead to the state of chaos 
whwh we find existing in New South Wales? 

Hon. J. TOLMIE: What would they say if 
you do your duty? 

The PREMIER: I will do my duty-I am 
~ent here to do my duty-but I will be the 
JUdge of the way in which that duty will 00 done. 

GoVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

The PREMIER : I am answerable to the 
people of Queensland, and, in deciding upon 
what I do, I have regard to all the factors 
that should be taken into consideration 
~nd I am. ·not going to be forced or shoved 
IJ;to a I~OSibon by the criticism inside or out­
side this House if I think that course is 
wrong. I shall continue to use my best efforts 
to endeavour to put !'~end. to what I regar.d as 
an unfortunate positiOn m connection with 
the traffic between this State and the State 
of N<;Jw South Wales, and I hope to be able 
to .bri_ng matters to a successful issue without 
brmg.mg about the upheaval which I fee] 
certam everyone would deplore. 

Mr. CoOPER : Except the Opposition. 

The P~EMIER: Political support bought 
at the pnce of such a great loss and suffering 
to the community I should think would 
hardly be worth having. I do not think 
tha~ .even the Opposition would like to gain 
pohtwal support ::t such a great expense as 
that. J?t~t they m~gh~ want to force me into 
t~e P?SitiOn of brmgmg about an impossible 
srtuatwn, and then step in and take charge 
of the reins of governmc nt. 

Now, I think that the action of this Go­
ver_nment contrasts most favourably with the 
acbon of the late Admini,tration when they 
had charge of that great industrial upheaval 
of 1912. We remember the manner in which 
they handled the situation in 1912. The hon. 
member ~or Albert, who spoke so boldly 
here to-mght, was then Home Secretary 
and he got away down to Southport. (Loud 
Government laughter.) 
. Hon. J. G. APPEL : I was here all the 

trme. 
Hon. J. TOLMIE : Look how the Minister 

for Railways is looking at you. 

[Hon. T. J. Ryan. 

The PREMIER : I well rem·ember thee 
manner in which we walked backwards and 
forwards between the Home Secretary and. 
the Minister for Railways on that• occasion. 
·when we went to the Minister for Railways, 
he said, " It is not in my province. It is 
a matter for the Home Secretary." When 
we went to the Home Secretary, he said, 
"It is not a matter for me. It is a matter 
for the Minist~r for Railways." 

Hon. J. G. APPEL : That is incorrect. 

The PREMIER : Last of all, the Com­
missioner of Police took the matter over 
out of the hands of the Government. He 
took control. and went out with his batons 
and used them on the people. 

Hon. J. ToL~IIE: What did the country 
say? 

The PREMIER : That is a situation I 
do not want to see renewed in Queensland. 
\V e do not want what happened in 1912 to­
happen again. It was an unfortunate thing. 
in 1912, but I think it would oo much more 
regrettable, and a much more unfortunate 
thing, if it happened in 1917, when we are 
in the middle of this great world's war, 
when all our efforts should oo directed to the· 
one end, and when we want harmony pro­
moted amongst the people. How does our 
action compare with the situation as it exists 
now in New South Wales? 'l'he New South 
Wales Government are refusing to submit 
the matter to arbitration. They do not care 
how competent the judge is. 'rhey will not 
have arbitration, and they are using the 
methods suggested by the leader of the Oppo­
sition. They are prepared to bring the 
country to a standstill: 

Hon. J. ToL~HE and other OPPOSITION MEM· 
BEES: No, no! 

The PREMIER : They are prepared to 
ruin all. They are prepared to win out, 
and they may win out. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: At what 
price? 

The PREMIER: Yes, at what price? 

Mr. S'l'EVENS (Rosewood): Mr. Speaker, 
I rise to a point· of order. Is the hon. 
gentleman in order in referring to the New 
South \V alu strikf', seeing that no one else­
was allow Pc! to do so? 

The SPEAKER : I did not prevent any 
hon. member from referring to the New 
South \Vales strike. I prevented one hon. 
member from discussing the m·erits of the 
card sv .. tem because that was distinctly out 
of order. The hon. member was discussing 
matters that had nothing to do with the 
motion now before the House. 

On several hon. members interjecting, 

The SPEAKER : Order ! Order ! I am 
not going to take any dictation from the 
hon. member for Toowong. The hon. mem­
ber for Toowong has a habit· of trying to 
lead the hon. member for Drayton to dis­
obey m'y ruling. I just mention that the 
hon. gentleman has a habit of doing that, 
but I shall not take any dictation from 
him in controlling the businec s of this House. 
'l'here is no point of order. When the Chief 
Secretary is out of order, I shall call him 
to order just the same as l would call any 
other hon. member to order who transgresses 
the rules of the House. 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
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The PREMIER: Thank you, Mr. 
:SpPaker. I was referring to the difference 
between the methods adopted by this Go­
vernment, and those adopted by the Govern­
ment of ~ew South Wales. I was saying 
that the New South Wales G'overnment may 
win. They may defeat the men, but how 
will it affect the men? How will it affect 
the communitv? vVhat an absence of har­
mony there will be ! What a simmering of 
ill-feeling there will be! 

Hon. J. TOL:lliE: Don't you think that is 
all bathos? 

The PREMIER: No, it is not bathos. The 
effect will be that there will be ill-feeling the 
same as existed here after 1912, and which 
resulted in hon. members opposite and their 
party being swept away by the people at the 
poll. 

Mr. MACART;>;EY: Why, it is just the 
reverse. 

The SPEAKEE: Order! The Chief 
:Secretary has exhausted the time allowed 
him under the Standing Orders. 

Mr. BER'fRAM (Jfaree): I beg to move 
that the Chief Secretary be allowed an ex­
tension of timo to complete his speech. 

Question put and passed. 

The PREMIER : I desire to thank hon. 
·members for thei'l· indulgence extended to 
me. I was saying that as a result of the 
1912 strike, and the treatment of the strikers 
by the Government, that Government was 
swept from office when the people had an 

·opportunity of knowing the true facts of the 
·case. In the election that was held in 
April, 1912, certain of the metropolitan seats 
were raptured by this party. Later on when 
the country knew the true facts of the case, 
·the people returned this partv with such a 
majority as you see sitting behind the Go­
vernment to-ni'ght. 

GOVERN)fENT ME)!BERS: Hear, hear ! 

The PREMIER: I venture to sav that our 
caction in connection with the strike in Queens­
l~nd, . a.nd in ~'?nne<:tion with the present 
situatw!l prevailmg m Queensland. will be 
responsible to a large extent for the return 
of this Government to power at the next 
-election. I now propose to---

Hon. J. TOLhllE: Move an amendment. 

The PRE:MIER: I will take the hon. 
gentleman's advice and move an amendment 
before I sit down, showing the contrast be­
tween this Government and Governments in 
the Southern States and also late Govern­
ments in this State. Before concluding I 
·desire to refer to a matter raised bv the 
leader of the Onposition. In the cou~se of 
his remarks, he referred to Mr. Justice 
Higgins. As you are aware, Mr. Speaker, 
I said it was agreed between the parties that· 
the matter should be referred to Mr. Justice 
Higgins if he could be procured. The leader 
of the Opposition now suggest' tha.t Mr. 
Justice Higgins would not be agreeable to 
act. I would like to place before the House 

.. copies of certain telegrams. 

Hon. J. TOL3IIE: I did not say he would 
not be agreeable to act. I said I did not 
-t'hink he would act. 

The PREMIER : The hon. gentleman does 
.not think he would act. If Mr. J usti:ce 

Higgins does not act it will be because of 
the influence of our friends opposite. They 
have endeavoured to induce the Common­
wealth Government to refuse assent to Mr. 
Justice Higgins acting. But I am able to 
tell the people of Queensland to-night that 
Mr. Justice Higgins hi'mself is willing to 
act, and is only awaiting the assent of the 
Prime Minister of the Commonwealth. 
(Hear, hear!) It is just as well, when the 
lea.der of the Opposition suggests that these 
arrangements cannot be carried out, that 
the people should know exactly the means 
by which they can be prevented. Who is 
bE' hind the scenes? 

Hon. J. TOLiiiiE: Apparently you are. 

ThE' PREMIER: If it should turn out­
and I can hardly imagine it possible that 
such a thing should turn out-that the formal 
assent of the Commonwealth Government is 
not given to allow Mr. Justice Higgins to 
;.tct. we will know who is to blame for that, 
and the mE'n in the North will know who is 
to blame for it. I would like to make avail­
able certain telegrams that pa,sed in connec­
tion with the mattev. On the 21st August 
I sent the following tC'lc>gram to the Common­
wealth Prime Minister:-

"Commonwealth Prime Minister, 
" :Melbourne. 

" Railway strike in North Queensland 
men's representatives are agreeable to 
recommC'ncl submitting questions in dis­
pute to decision of President of Com­
monwealth Arbitration Court. Queens­
land Government also agreeable. Will 
you be good enough to arrange if he. is 
agreeable. ::Yien to return work pendmg 
decision. 

"RYAX 
"Premier." 

On the same datE' I sent this telegram to 
Mr. Justice Higgins-;-

" Mr. Justice Higgins, 
" President, Arbitration Court, 

" l\1elbourne. 
" I have telegraphed Prime Minister 

as follows: ' Railway strike in North 
QueE'nslancl. l\Ien's representatives are 
agreeable to recommend submitting 
questions in dispute to decision of 
President of Commonwealth Arbitra­
tion Court. Queensland Government 
also agreeable. ·will you be good enough 
to arrange i£ he is agreeable. Men to 
return work pending decision.' I 
trust you can agree to act. President 
Queensland Court concurs in reference. 

"RYAN, 
"Premier." 

Mr. Justice Higgins replied to me on the 
following morning-

" 22nd August, 1917. 
"1Ielbourr.e. 

"No communication from Prime Min­
i,ter yet, but if he sees no objection I 
cle3ire to help at your re.1uest but before 
deciding must know what are the issues 
on which I am to decide and does Presi­
dent of State Industrial Court concur 
with regard thereto; will both sides re­
sume work pending my decision; can both 
sides give me sa.tisfactory undertaking 
that work will be continued on the lines 
of my decision whatever it may be and 

Hon. T .. J. Rya/IG.~ 



838 The Rect nt Rmlu·ay Strike- [ASSElVIBLY.] Want of Confulence .;llotwn. 

with the same employees; will it be neces­
sary for me to leave my work here and 
go to Queensland. 

" Jus:rrcE HIGGIKs." 

I replied to him on the 23rd as follows :­
"Mr. Justice Higgins, 

" President, Federal Arbitration 
Court, 

" JYiclbourne. 
" Many thanks for your telegram. 

Hope to be able to communicate defin­
itely later re subjed-matter thereof. 

"RY,\K. 
"Pre1nier." 

On the 23rd I r;ot the following telegram 
from the Prime Minister:-

" Referring your telegram twent:1-first 
I shall be glad to be informed of the 
facts of the dispute railway men North 
Queensland. Is it a face that your State 
court made award in this case and that 
the~e men refused to accept it and went 
out on strike. 

0PPOSITIOK ::\IE:UBERS : 
down to it now. 

"HuGHEs." 
Y on are getting 

The PREMIER : Yes, I am getting down 
to it. I repliod on the same elate as follows:­

"Commonwealth Prime ::\1inister, 
" 2.Idbourne. 

" Your telegram of even date the issue 
involved in strike was the question of 
making an award of the State court 
retrospective. The men refused to 
accept the decision of State court on 
question of retrospectivity but took ballot 
before striking. Both parties to di-<pnte 
would abide decision of Pre,ident of Com­
monwe~lth court. The President of the 
State court entirely concurs in suggested 
reference to Commonwealth court and 
welcomes it. I strongly urge you to offer 
no objection to President of Common· 
wealth court acting in this matter so that 
traffic may be resumed immediately on 
Northern Railway. Please reply prompt 
urgent. 

"RYA~, 
·' Pren1ier." 

"23/8/17." 
Now note ·his reply. He ans\Yers a question 
he was not asked, The gist of his reply is 
that the Commonwealth Government will not 
intervene. This is his reply, dated 24th 
August-

" It is clear from vom· statement of the 
case that men went on strike because 
decision of State court did not in one 
particular please them, thus bringing 
into contempt State court and Govern­
mental authority, dislocating industry"-

This will be fine reading for the men-
" and causing great inconvenience and 
loss ro large number of citizens, as it 
is quite evident that these men have no 
regard either for the law in general 
awards by court, the authority of Go­
vernment, or the present life-and-death 
struggle in which Australia is involved, 
and are determined to accept arbitration 
only when award is entirely in their 
favour. Commonwealth Government is 
of opinion that it cannot and ought not 
to inte!.'vene. 

"HTJGHES." 

You will note that I did not ask it to 

[Hon. T. J. Ryan. 

intervene; I asked for Mr. Justice Higgins .. 
On the 28th August I again approached Mr: 
Justice Higgins, and I put the whole matter 
before him, including the issues. This is. 
my telegram-

" 28th August, 1917. 
" \Yith further reference to your tele­

gram of 22nd August re dispute between 
RailwDv Commissioner and Northern em­
ployees; the issue~ are (one) should the 
award published in the 'Gazette' of 
Friday c.ixth July nineteeen seventeen 
be made retrospective and if so to what 
,late; (h·o) should those on strike be paid 
wage' or any portion thereof during the 
time on strike. President of Industrial' 
Court concurs with regard thereto. \Vork 
is being resu1ned pending decision. 
Undertaking \Yould be given by both, 
ides that work will be continued on 

liucs of your decision whatever it may 
be and \Yith the '"ame employees. It 
would be necessary to come to Queensland' 
unlPs2 that is an insuperable obstacle to 
your acting. Qur>ensland Government 
would defray any expense." 

I then set out the whole of the telegrams 
that had passed between the Prime Minister 
and myself, namely n1y wire to him of the 
21st August, his reply of 23rd. idem, my 
reply to him of same date, and his tele­
gram of the 24th August (quoted above} 
which so scathingly condemned the men on 
strike in Queensland. I then proceeded-

" I do not ask Commonwealth Govern­
ment to intervene, but am really asking 
:,·on to be good enoug-h to act as both 
parties to dispute wish it. It would be 
most unfortunate if anything should 
now occur to prevent vour discharging 
what I am sure will be a great service 
to the State. I earnestly trust that you 
can arrange to act, and that Prime 
::\linister \Vi!! raise no objection. If you 
are agrePab!e to act shall I communicat& 
with Prime ;Iinister or will you? 

"RYAN, 
''Premier. 

"28/8/17." 
His Honour replied on the same evening as 
follows:-

" Telt'gram of twenty-eighth received. 
I am prepared to act as McCawley 
approves as if an appeal if Prime Minis­
ter agrees. By curious coincidence my 
cases have to be postponed because of 
Sydney railway trouble. Prefer to sit 
in ::'.1elbourne, but shall not refuse to 
go north if you say it is essential. I 
must leave it to you to communieate with. 
Prime Minister. 

"JUSTICE HIGGIXS." 
~ow, I replied to that-

" Many thanks your telegram I shall' 
communicate with Prime Minister asking. 
him to agree. 

" 28th August, 1917." 

"RYAN, 
"Premier." 

I sent this telegram to the Prime Minister 
last evening-

" Railway strike North Qaeensland •. 
In reference to youJ: telegram twenty­
fourth August I desire to point out that 
I did not wish Commonwealth Govern­
ment to intervene. Men have now re­
turned to "\York awaiting reference to 
arbitration agreed upon between thE> 
parties. I have placed position fully· 
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before Mr. Justice Higgins asking him 
to agree to act. He replies that he is 
•prepared to act if you agree. He also 
points out that his cases by e. coincidence 
are postponed through Southern trouble 
-and though he prefers sit in Melbourne 
he will not refuse to come north. 
Please advise me of your formal assent 
to his acting. 

"28th August, 1917." 

"RYAN, 
"Pre1nier. 

I. have no reply yet. That is how the posi· 
tion stands, and I only refer to it because 
the leader of the Opposition has brought it 
up. I am putting the whole situ:ttion so 
that the public and the men , .. ·ill know if 
there is any unreasonable rdusal-and I 
think even·one will admit that io will be 
<>bsolutely unreasonable for the Prime Minis­
ter to refuse his permission-that they will 
know <'xactly how it happens; that there are 
some forces at work that do not desire to 
see industria! peace in Queensland. 

Mr. BARXES: You are insinuating wrqngly. 
The PREMIER: It is not a case of 

insinuation. It has been brought up by· the 
leader of the Opposition, and I ha vc put the 
full position before him so that he can see 
who will be responoible if this proposed 
arrangement mi"carries, and so that the men 
wiil see that I have taken every step that 
was in my power that it might be brought 
about that J\fr. Justice Higgins should act 
irt this case. I do n'?t. insinuate anything in 
rer;u,rd to thf! Opposrtwn. I am stating the 
plain fad with regard to the matter, and 
it is the first time I have heard it suggested 
even that Mr. Justice Higgins should not act. 
Why should I think otherwise whr_·n I have 
these telegrams from him? For what 
reason should the Prime Minister refuse 
assent? 

Mr. 11.\C'>RTXEY: IV"e onlv ask for informa· 
tion, which you refused to· give before. 
T~e PRE¥IER : If you are only asking 

for mformabon I am only too please·d to give 
it. The Opposjtion. it seems to me, have 
been very lax in endeavouring to get infor­
mation. 'rhey sat down for three 1veeks and 
a-half, not declaring themselves one way or 
mwther, so that whatever the Government 
did they would condemn them-they did 
wrong. I do not think I shall continue the 
discussion longer. I have intimated that it 
is my intention io move an amendment 
which I think will express the real feelings 
of the majority of members of this House 
and certainly the real feelings of an over­
whelming majority of the people of Queens­
land. I move the omission of all the words 
after the word " Government," with a view 
of inserting the words--

" possesses the confidence of this House 
and the community generally for their 
statesmanlike m·ethods, which are cal­
culated to ensure industrial peace on a 
sound basis." 

(Government :tpplause and Opposition 
laughter.) 

Mr. MACARTKEY (Toon·ong): Bdore 
the question is put I should certainly lih 
to say a few words on the motion mbmitted 
to the House, and also on the amendment 
put before us by the Premier. The Pre· 

mier in his speech referred twice 
[9 p.m.] to comic opera. I do not think 

we have ever had anything by 
Gilbert and Sullivan like what we had in 
the Premier's speech in his endeavour to 

ju£tify the attitude of the Government 
towards the men on strike in the North, 
particularly his attitude with regard to con­
ciliation and arbitration. It may be con­
wnient to examine the position of the men 
who have struck, and see what that position 
is under the Raihvays Act, and to whom 
they are responsible as their employer; also 
to see what attitude the GoYernment have 
taken up, and how far they have taken over 
the business which \Yas placed in the hands 
of the Commissioner, for purposes of their 
own, and for n.tsons '"'·hich the Premier has 
not explained. \Ve find that s<"dion 8 of the 
Railwavs Act of 1914 declares that• the Com­
micsion~<?r is a corporation f3ole, and that he 
shall have and may exercise all the powers, 
privile;0e, rights, and remedies of the 
Crown. To the Commissioner, express 
power is given to appoint or dismiss em· 
ployees, and to pay such moneys aq Parlia­
m<?nt may, from time to time, appropriate 
fm· the maintenance and management of the 
railwavs. In the Commif·<ioner are vested 
the railways and other properties used in 
connection therewith, and all moneys appro­
priated by Parliament, are to be expended 
by the Commissioner under the direction and 
control of the Minister. 'rhe latter pro­
visions will be found in sections 93 and 94. 
The Commissioner is responsible to Parlia­
ment, and cannot be removed from office 
o;c~pt with the consent of both Houses of 
Parliament. Tiwt is the provision of section 
10 of the Act. In this debate we have not 
heard the position of the Commissioner men­
tioned by the Premier. As a matter of fact, 
when this trouble arose, it would appear 
that the functions of the Commissioner for 
Railways as the employer wer<? en;'tirely 
assumed by the Governm<?nt. I should 
like to know, th,, members on this side of 
the House would likt' to know. and I think 
the people would like to know, why the 
business of the manllgement of the railways 
was taken out of the hands of the officer 
who was ar1pointed under provisions that 
made him the officer of Po.rliamont, and 
solely an officer of Parliament, to whom l1e is 
responsible for the management of the rail­
w;.ys. For some reason not explained, the 
Premier and his colleagues have undertaken 
the duties of the Commissioner in connection 
with this strike. Never was the Commis· 
sioner mentioned until tlw period when Mr. 
Hughes pointed out that there was a penalty 
of six months' imprisonment for the con­
travention of a Commomyealth Act. 'rhen 
the Premier savs the :Minister and the Com­
missioner cons{,Ite-d, and came to the con­
clusion that certain goods should not be 
handl..d at the border. 

'rhe SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS : The 
Premier re:;d a telegram stating the Com· 
missioner immediately wired instructions to 
his Deputy Commissioner in the North. 

Mr. ::\1ACART"'EY: I trust that hon. 
members will realise the position. All the 
moneys that are available for the payment 
of servants of the State are moneys appro­
priated by Parliament for the financial year, 
which ends on the 30th June in each year. 
By the passing of the Industrial Arbitration 
Act of last year, the rights of Parliament 
in regard to the appropriation of money 
for the payment of public servants are more 
or less surrendered to the Arbitration Court. 
We have in this case the spectacle of the 
railv, :ty employees asking and endeavouring 
to compel a judge of the Arbitration Court 

Mr. Macartney.~ 
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to give them an award dating back to the 
19th of February of this year, which would 
embrace nearly five months of the past 
financial year, for which no money had 
been appropriated by Parliament to meet 
:;;uch expenditure. That is a position that 
has been created by the Industrial Arbitra­
-tion Act. The Premier stated this after­
noon that the Government's attitude in this 
matter was dictated by their policy of con­
ciliation and arbitration, which is a promi­
nent plank in the Labour platform. Why, 
conciliation and arbitration have been re­
moved from the Labour platform, and are 
now embodied in an Act to be found in the 
statutes of the" State. The Act passed last 
y<'ar, with the approval of the Labour 
party, is a full enactment of that plank of 
the Labour platform, except that it did not 
give preference to unionists which has, 
howevn, been taken by a side wind. \Ye 
were told that by the passing of that 
Act that a judge would be appointed to 
hear disputes between employers and em­
ployee,, and to make an award which would 
be acceptable to both parties, and that hence­
forth we would have no more industrial 
troubles. Yet, under that Act, we have had 
for the first time real industrial trouble in 
connection with the railway emploYees of 
the State. That trouble has arisen urder 
the Industrial Arbitration Act of 1916. after 
a hearing before the judge, and after an 
award had been made which added to the 
wages of 12,000 employees the magnificent 
sum of £450.000, commencing from the 1st 
of July of this y0ar, because the President· 
of the Arbitration Court knew that that was 
the beginning of the financial year, the 
period for which Parliament would be asked 
to make provision during the current session. 
'l'hat was a reasonable position to take up; 
the po•,ition taken up by the men is corres­
pondingly unreasonable. The position taken 
up b:r the railway emplo::;·ees in ::\orth 
Queensland in this matter was uncalled for 
and very inconsiderate. You cannot get 
away from the fact that these men in North 
Queensland were law-breakers. And what 
is the position of the Government in so far 
as thtse law-breakers ar'l concerned? They 
have a responsibility to the public, and yet 
they have the audacity to claim that they 
ar•J entitled to commendation for the man­
ner thev have dealt with lawbreakers who 
held UJ; the business of the State to the 
detrim'ent and loss of the people of Queens­
land. 

That seems to be the position. Kow, if 
it could be doubted that anything could be 
done that would damn or com\ernn the svstem 
of arbitration as put forward by this Govem­
ment in the Act of last session, the actions of 
the Northern railway employees provide a 
com'llete and concreli• example of its failure. 
With the Industrial Peace Act, about 1vhich 
our friends said so much in condemnation, 
we had not even a small percenta::re of the 
strikes that have <nisen since the passing of 
this Act, and since this Lnbuur Gowrnment 
came into power. \Vhat is the position in 
the future going to be when an award made 
by the court can be defeatvd by the em­
ployees ent0ring into an agreement to strike 
and cnn compel the Government, if it happens 
to be a Labour Government, to grant all 
their ~lcmands, whatever thev mav be. I 
say that that is a principle th;t- no 'employer 
ea~ admit. and it is certainly a principle 
whwh no Government can a-dmit in regard 
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to State c"ll.ployees. T1w State employees 
are included in the nur1·iew of the Arbitra­
tion Act. It is expre>siy declared that they 
are to be subjoet to all and the ,;ame con­
ditions as other employees subject to the> Act, 
and it may be well before, I go any f"rther 
just to state what the Arbicration Ad pro­
vides otherwise so far vs it may be considered 
to affect the matter in dispute. It is provided 
that everv deci,ion of the conrt is to Le final 
and concfusiH·. and shall not be impeachaf,le 
for informaJit.. or want of form or to be 
appealed agaiJl ... t. reviewed, quashe·d, er in 
anv ·wav called in question in any court on 
any account "·hatFoever. An award shall be 
binding on all partic•s to the industrial cause 
who app0ar or are represented before the 
court. Compulsory conference' for purp<_>se of 
preventing or settiing may be called by Judge 
and attendance o£ all necessary partws. 
enforced. The court may on application of 
party to award, make order in nature of 
JLandamus or injunctions to compel com­
pliance or to ft.'strain breach or continuance 
of any breach. Ko pe1~on to whom ~uch 
order 1appii~' ;hall, a[ter he has received 
written L0tice ef the salne, con~ravene fhe 
sarne L:v arrr,- aet or omi~:-:.ion, l(llld incurs a 
penalty' up 'to £100 _for so doing-. P_ersons 
counselling or procunrg offences, or d1rec:tly 
or indirectly comri1itting ,;erne, or encouragmg 
same, guilty of offence, or ~ny attcrr;pt. _and 
incur a penalty up to £100 m case o' umons 
or £10 in case of peraons. 

Kow, an award was made after compulsory 
conferences '1\hich started as far back as 
F0bruary. From time to time between 
February and the 4th J u~y this ma~ter 
occupied a vecy large quantity of the time 
of the Industrial Court. The awa1'd was 
made on the 4th July, and the Premier read 
telegrams which f allowed very shortly_ after 
the making of the award. I would hke to 
ask the Government, what step did the 
Government t.·J;:e to try to maintain the 
integrity of the Arbitration Act or to en­
force the award? What step did they take 
under the provisions of their own Ac~, pro­
visions which were laid down on the1r own 
lines wor·d for word, even to endeavour to 
get these men to observe the award. Did 
they apply to the Court to enforce the 
award? Did they apDly to the court for a 
rnandamus or an ir jnnction to prevent a. 
bre-ach for the co,1t:nuance of e breach of 
the award? D:d they ask for a compulsory 
conferencn? D;d they take ary step what­
oyer to enf::>rce the provisions of this Act, 
which mmt haYe been well known to the 
Government and it.> advicers? There are not 
in the ; pccc]l •nade by the ho ·. memb_er one 
su<mestion that the Government tned to 
enf;rcc that svstc~m of arbitration which is 
a plank of the Labour pkttform and is no~v 
Pmbodied in an Act on the shtute-bocks of .this 
State? And I saY that J·'te Government were 
guilty of gross derelictic ,l of duty. They are 
guilty of an omission to do that whic~ al!Y 
ordinary Thlinistrv ought to do to mamtam 
the power of g~vernment and the dignity 
of Government. (Hear, hctr !) What is the 
use, again I say, of the system of arbitra­
tion, if the provisions of the Act are not 
even to be regar-ded in any particular, much 
less enforced? 

I say I fail to understand the positi'?n 
which the Government have taken up In 
this matter. The Commissioner for Railways 
waG the employer. 'I'he Government could 
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have stood aside and allowed the Commis­
sioner to negotiate with his own men. They 
could have allowed the Commissioner to 
point out to his own men just what the law 
was, and if necessary they could have come up 
behind the Commissioner-thev could have 
·encouraged the Ccmmisdoner 'to endeavour 
to invoke the aid of the Arbitration Court 
to give effect to the award which shoul-d 
have been binding on both parties, but for 
some rea,on known to themselves they took 
the matter entirely out of the hands 'of the 
Commissioner awl allowed a condition of 
things to exist in 1\' ol'th Queensland for a 
period of three weeks that should certainlv 
not have been allowed to continue. Instead 
<Jf the Commis:,'oner going to negotiate with 
the men, we· find the Treasurer leaving 
Brisbane for the purpose of discussing with 
them the terms, and if the information I 
h:we receh·ed is corrcc·t, the Treasurer re­
turned to Brisbane full of fight, with an 
intention to cmforce the position of the 
Govern'llent against the> strikers in the North. 
but for some reason or ot'1er not explained 
the attitude: which had alroadv been 
.a-d<;i)tC~ in \Yards by the Premier, \vas not 
mamtamed. It was generallv understood that 
the Pr<·mier's words meant 'that the Govern­
ment· were going to stand bv the system of 
~onciliation and arbitration which had been 
placed on the statute-beak. That was gener­
ally believed, by rhe public, and it was 
~ertain!y th" opinion of the Opposition. The 
Premier shifts his ground when he goes back 
<ln that plank and ignores the Act and the 
condition which that Act contains. (Hear 
hear!) ' 

Now, the hon. member 'ays that the stril:3 
has been sati~fadorily settled. I suppose 
there is no man ;,, thi's Chamber who is not 
pleased to think hat communications in 
North Queensland have been restored and 
bnsiness is going on as usual. No one .:Vould 
<desire the continuance 0: strike conditions 
longer than could be prevented but snch 
things can happen at too great a 'cost, and I 
say the example that has been set bv the 
Northern ~trike is such as will ha,-e a'n ex­
~eedingly far-reaching consequence in con­
nection with !he indn,trial life of Queens­
land. The posrhon of the Government in the 
future, to my mind, will more or less cease 
to be the proper position of a Govern­
ment. ?'~ey will r :Jt only be subordinate to 
tho decmon of the Arbitration Court but 
they \Vill be subordinat,,d to the fu'rther 
<demands which the mcm have, by the action 
of th~ Go;ernm·.)d, been encouraged to 
make m defiance of anv award which mav 
be hereafte;· made. 'fhe hon. member can 
say if he likes hat the people are satisfied. 
He ha'. made that statement to-night, but 
ne_ver d1d the hon. nwmber make a greater 
mtstake. The people of this State realise 
'''hat governmePt is, thev realise what 
g?ver!1me11t shot!ld be n · •cl they hi! to recog­
mse m the action of the Goyernment the 
maintc_nance of ite, pro1oer position; they 
recogmse that the Go,·crnment have handPd 
the country over to a small section of the 
community. They have handed the Govern­
ment oYer to the representatives of .a class. 
They referred the matter to what has been 
oalled a trade union congress-a congress 
called ajllparently at the expense of the 
Government, the members of which were paid 
by the Government and which was asked to 
take a hand in the decision of a matter 
which might very well, or should in the 

ordinary conditions of things have rested 
with the Government themselvc·'·'· 

At 9.20 p.m., 
The Chairman of Committees relieved the 

Speaker in the chair. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: Now, it has been 
suggested that the Opposition have sat 
qmetly in this matter. It is quite right to 
say that the Opposition have sat quiet in the 
matter; but the Opposition had the 
announcement of the Premier of his insistence 
upon the integrity of the award, and the 
provisions of the Arbitration Act. And the 
Opposition also had this-the novelty of a 
L~bour Government oc,nupying the Govern­
ment benches at a time like this. It was 
fair, in the minds of many people, that an 
opportunity should be given to a Labour 
Government, jwt to see how they would 
enforce the principles laid clown by the 
Premier. If the Premier had succeeded in 
c'nforcing that principle out and out. per­
haps the matter of a delay of a w•cck or two 
might not have been too big a price to pay . 
It "as a fair thing to give the Government a 
show. The Government have been given an 
unhampered opportunity of dealing with the 
matter without inconvenient, exciting, or 
irritating critil'icm, and what has been the 
result ? The big words of the Premier, 
who stands here to-night talking about his 
strength ! You would think, to hear his 
voice, that he was strong; but he proved 
that. notwithstanding the strength of his 
earlier announcements, he had no strength at 
all; and at the last moment has practically 
conced<:>d to these men all that they have 
asked. 

Mr. GILLIES: You sound very flat after it, 
anyho"\v. 

Mr. MACARTXEY: That mav be; it is 
not always the loudest voice that has the 
most in it. K evertheless, the fact remains 
that the Premier has not proved the 
possession of the strength with which he set 
out; and I am sorry to say that the Govern­
ment sits there this evening humiliated. .And 
Queensland is humi'iated at the position 
which has been cr2ated bv the Government. 
Remarks have been made 'in connection with 
the judges. I don't w9nt to say anything 
whateYer qisrc<;pectful either of the judge 
of t!L• Arbitration Court or of Mr. Justice 
IIiggins. .\s t11ings have gone so far I 
tru't that ::\Ir. Justice Higgins will take the 
matter on, if the Go,-crnment i,: going to >ee 
the thing thlCilgh. J\'othing th"t this party, 
I take it. will say wi·l operate to prevent Mr. 
Justice Higgins assuming the duties which 
the Govcenmcnt haYc asked him to under­
take. I think it an unfortunate thing, how­
evor-I think it is probably the most unfor­
tunate thing in the whole bn :in0ss-that the 
Gm ernment ha v' gone outside the conditions 
of t 11eir own Ace and have put themselves 
in the pcitii'm of having to ask Mr. Justice 
Higgi'ns to come up 8,nd settle a dispute for 
\Yhich the fullest machinery and the most 
finaJ and d?finite scheme are contained in om· 
own Arbitration Act. Of course, if Mr. 
Justice Higgins sees that the judge of the 
Quee-1sland Arbitration Court is justified in 
the belief which the Premier has referred to 
-I mean "confidence in his decision "-and 
refuses the unwarrantable claim of the men, 
then so much harm will not be done. No 
doubt the men will have reeeivecl a lesson. 
If, on the other hand, Mr. Justice Higgins. 

Mr. Macartney.] 
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should decide that it is a fair thing to give 
that ret•:ospective pay-amounHng, as it does, 
to, perhaps, a couple of hundred thousand 
pounds-it will be a very serious thing for 
Queensland, and it will be a still more 
severe blow to the svstem of arbitration. 
\Vhen you come to think of it, is there not 
something ludicrous in submitting to :3Ir. 
Justice Higgins the question of whether the 
men-aning in the illegal way i'n which they 
have done in the North, in defiance of the 
conditions of the a w <trd granted to them 
under the condition3 I have stated-is it not 
ridiculous to lea\€ to ~1r. Justice Higgins 
the· question as to whether they should or 
should not be paid for the time during which 
they hHe been defying the law? I ask any 
man-I don't care >vhat his politics may be 
-is it a reasonable thing that an employee 
who has rcfclsed to ca.rry out his part of the 
agreement should have any chance whatever 
of being paid for the period during which 
he not onlv has not >vorkerl. but has 
brought unto!J loss and suffering, perhaps, 
to a very large number of other people'? 
We know that a Iu.rrre number of other em­
ploye~s have been knocked out of employ­
ment bv rea·-on of that strike. Are thev to 
be paid or not to bP paid? Ar<> those rail­
way men who, in defiance of their dutie'-, 
who have had good Government employ for 
a large number of years, who >Yere treated 
comiderately. who possc~-;ed privileges OV•.r 
and abo-ve othN employees in other service's; 
are they who. in defiance of their obligations, 
broke the law, to be paid, while other 
workers who are not in such favourable 
posit-IOn go without? The whole situa­
tion prm-ides a situdion which is absolutely 
l]1dicrous, "nd goes far to upset the whole 
idea of the true relationship of employer and 
employee. I am not going to take up more 
tjme in connection with the matter. I recog­
nise that I will be more or less covering the 
ground which was covered by the leader of 
the Opposition this afternoon, and by other 
speakers. But I cannot help saying that the 
man who would stand up and justify the 
position that the Government stand, in will 
hardly say that he represents the true 
interests of the whole of the people of this 
State. He vmld hardly say that. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA!'!DS: No man 
in this House can say that. 

Mr. ::\1ACARTNEY: He could hardly 
say that he is carrying out the govern­
ment of the country as it ought to be 
carried out. He could hardlv sav that he is 
acting really in the interests" of the working 
man himself. If the Arbitration Act pro­
vides any real advantages for the working 
man, those advantages lie in the maintenance 
of that principle which i's covered by the Act 
in its most thorough detail. It is not by 
allowing the Act to be broken in every 
quarter, by failing to enforce its provisions, 
by allowing the men-in spite of the final 
nature of the award-not onlv to refuse to 
accept the award, but to hold up the hi'gh­
ways of the State and prevent the Commis­
sioner for Railways carrying out those 
duties which he, as a public carrier, is bound 
to carrv out that the interest of the worker 
is to b,; conserved. It is not by that method 
that the success of the Arbitration Act is to be 
obtained. Now, there is an aspect in conne~­
tion with the border traffic which might pos­
sibly suggest the wisdom of too much not being 
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said. I don't wish, at any rate, to be accused 
of saying anything which might lead to an 
extension of trouble. But I say this: that 
"·e here could not listen to what was said 
to-ni'ght as to the position of the Railway 
Commissioner in regard to the carriage of 
goods and parcel post from \V allangarra to 
other parts of Queensland, without feeling 
that tlwrc is something V<'ry exh·aordinary 
in the relationship existing between employer 
and emplovee at the present time. To think 
that these "men.who are working il.t \Yallan-· 
garra can. claim the full remunerati'?n. which 
is being given to them by the CommissiOner; 
the full comicleration which they get as 
Government employees, both present and 
pro .pective; and a.t the same time refuse to 
carrv out the Yorv duties for which they are 
recei.-ing that pay. sufgcsts to me a very 
extraordinary position. I suggest to the Go­
Yernmrnt that if the GovernnlC'nt have any 
idea whatever of tryi'ng to get back to that 
position which they ought to be in in regard 
to the Conciliation and Arbitration Act, the· 
sooner they put an end to the discreditable 
conditions that are existing i'n connection 
with the interstate traffic of this State the­
b0tt0r. 

Mr. FORSYTH (JI•trrumba): I would. 
like to sav a few words on the question before 
the Hou~e before it comes to a division. 
Hon. members who have already spoken have 
explained the position very fully. It appears­
to me that the countrv would be satisfied 
with the position if the "conditions laid clown 
"-ere satisfactory. I am sure we are all glad 
that t-he men have gone back to work, and 
that the railways are again running,_ ,but 
what we complain about are the conditions 
unclE>r which the men have gone back to 
\York. ?\o one wants a strike, as it inflicts 
a grE'at dc;1l of hardship on all sfctions of 
the community, and the people who have 
nothing to do with the strike are those that 
suffer most. but the workmen who go out 
on strike do not take that into consideration.· 

The Arbitration Act we have in 
[9.30 p.m:] this State is one of the most 

drastic in Australia, and yet we­
find that in spite of that Act, which was 
approved of by the men themselves, when it 
does not suit them they will not accept the 
awar-d of the Arbitration Court. If the men 
·will not accept the award of the court, we 
might as well wipe out ~he court. altogethe_r. 
r, will not make the slightest difference m 
connection with strikes whether we have an 
Arbitration Court or not, because the men 
say they can get what they want with or 
without the court. The arrangement has 
be<:>n made to refer the matter to lVIr. Justice 
Higgins. It is quite certain, from what the 
Prime :Minister has said, that the President 
of the Federal Arbitration Court has confi­
dence in his own decision, and the inference 
I draw from that is that he does not think 
that Mr. Justice Higgins will alter the award 
or view it otherwise than as a just and equit­
:t!1Je one. If that is '0, what is the good of 
::\fr. Justice Higgins taking the matter up. 
If he agrees that the men are not entitled 
to rf'~trospective pa v, or to be paid while 
thev were on strike, "and that the award is a 
just and fair one, what will happen then? 
Ha,-e the men said that they are willing to 
accept the decision of Mr. Justice Higgins, 
no matter "·hat it mav be? I ha Ye never 
heard anyone say that "they have ''O agreed. 
I understand that the men have not agreed 
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to that. What they have agreed to is to 
allow the matter to go to arbitration before 
Mr. Justice Higgins. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : N 0 ; 
both sides are willing to abide by it. 

Mr. PoLLOCK: Mr. Justice Higgins W<'lnted 
that guarantee before he would act. 

Mr. FORSYTH: You cannot compel the 
men to abide bv it. I think the Govern­
ment, instead of waiting for three we·eks, 
should ha Ye taken the action thev took last 
Monday within a wee~' and delivered the 
ultimatum to the men. 'Will any one say 
that the judge of the Arbitration Court ha'' 
not rriven the men a liberal award. 

. Mr. COLLIXS: It appears very liberal, 
owi·ng to the niggardly way your Govern­
ment in the past have treated them. 

Mr. FORSYTH: One of the arguments 
used by the Minister for Works, when he 
went to Townsville, was that arbitration was 
a cardinal principle of the Labour platform, 
and he urged the men not to flout the award, 
but to accept the de~ision of the judge. The 
second difl1cultv, Mr. Theodore said, was 
that of finance: He explained to the men 
that the Railway Department were losing 
money at the present time, and did his level 
best to get the men into a reasonable frame 
<Jf mind, but he could not convince them, and 
he came back unsuccessful. The men ·have 
brought the court into utter contempt, and 
th"y have humiliated the judge who has 
treated them fairly and equitably, and par­
ticularly well so far as wages are concerned. 
The judge when appealed to said he saw no 
:reason to change the decision he had given 
in the original award, and the men went out 
on strike. The Government by their action 
in this matter has established a precedent 
which may affect not onlv the Railway men 
but every other union. • Anv Government 
which will pay men for the time when thev 
are on strike do not deserve the confidence 
of the people. I never heard of such a 
thing in connr·ction with arbitration before. 
I can understand men striking on account 
of a grievance in connection with wages, but 
the condition which the,- insist on having 
referred to' arbitration, "that they must be 
paid while on strike, is one that no Govern­
mPnt should consent to. If Mr. Justice 
Higgins agreed to give the men not onlv 
retrospective pay, but also wages during the 
time they were out on strike, it would be the 
worst precedent ever made, because every 
union which goes out on strike in future will 
claim to be paid while they are out on strike. 

Mr. COLLINS: It mav have a tendency to 
stop strikes, to make· the employers more 
reasonable. 

Mr. FORSYTH: We have established the 
machinery of the Arbitration Court, under 
which the ·judge takes evidence, and then 
gives his award, and it is the duty of the 
employees to accept that award. As a matter 
of fact, they flouted the Arbitration Court on 
this occasion and they humiliated the judge, 
and we might just as well wipe out the 
Arbitration Court altogether. The judge 
says distinctly that he has gone into the 
question of the award, and although he has 
been asked to· vary the award he will not do 
it. He is satisfied with his deciPion. He 

thinks he has done a fair thing by the men, 
and the question now arises why they cannot 
accept it. 

Mr. STOPFORD: Your party tried to get 
Judge l\Iacnaughton to upset Judge Dick­
san's a"\vard. 

Colonel RA!\KIX: Your Treasurer wanted· 
itJ too. 

'dr FORSYTH: In regard to the Dickson. 
a;ard, I never heard anyone in this, f[ouse 
apply to the Government to do sometmng to 
np>et tha.t .award unt!l. thc:y knew that _under 
the conchnons prcvmlmg It would nun the 
industry. 

J\Ir. Gn.LIES: You never would have got 
the increased price of raw sugar only for 
that award . 

l\Ir. FOHSYTH: The hon. gentleman 
talks a lot of bunkum. He knows .that w~en 
that particubr award ."as made It was :m-. 
po;:,iblc for the, sugar mdustry to be earned 
on with the pnce of raw sugar at £18 per 
ton. 

l\lr. GILLIES: I knO\y it could be carried on. 

Mr. FORSYTH: The hon. gentleman and 
other hon. members on that side who knew 
all about it did not raise a finger to. help· 
the can0growers ac all. H was not until .the 
,,-hole business was brought before the. Pnme 
Minister that he agreed to do what IS hap­
pening now, so th.at th;. men could get !1' 
fair living out of It. \V Ith regard to arbi­
tration it looks as if the· Government, for· 
the sake of peace, and for the sake of stop­
ping industrial strife, are prepan;d to ~o 
anything and give the rr;en anytlung. !\ o 
matter how unreasonable It may be, ~he Go­
vernment; are prepared to d_o ':nythmg for 
them. They do not care If It ,costs the· 
rountrv hundreds of thousands of poun.ds. 
Thev know they are getting near an electron 
and· they cannot afford to lose the votes of 
these men therefore the country can go to 
rack and ' ruin. H will cost the country 
hundreds of thousands of pounds, but th<?Y 
do not care two straws so long as .th~y retain 
their seats. I believe in the prmmple that: 
every man should get a fair wage. 

]Ur. CoLLINS : Yes, so long a~ .you . are­
allowed to fix what in your opmwn Is a 
fair wage. 

Mr. FORSYTH: The hon .. gentle:nan 
forgers that we. have an Industn~l Arbitra­
tion Court whiCh fixes these tlungs. T[le 
men have power to go before that Industrial 
Court, and an award is given as to what 
the wages may be. It appe~rs to me that. 
when one considers the magmficen~ advar:ce 
in wages that these men got from Mr. JustiCe 
}1cCa.w]f'y, and when one also le.arns from 
the Press the great loss on our railways last 
year amounting to £742,000, when we re­
member also the Government ~ave granted 
£450 000 extra in wages, I tlunk the me_n 
have' done very well indeed .. On top of this. 
the men ask for retrospective pay. How 
dof's the Government propose to pay these 
amounts? I do not think they k:r:ow .them­
selves. The Government wi]] find It difficult 
to find rhe £450,000 granted to the. rr;en under 
the award. I am quoting the opmion of an­
hon. member opposite. It has already 
appeared in prin~ tha.t the .Go:ernment ~_tre­
in colossal finanCial dtfficult!es m connectiOn 
with these matters, and that was why the 
Government wanted the men to go back to-

Mr. Forsyth.] 
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work. The Premier made a remark about 
the want of gratitude on the part of the 
()pposition in connection with this matter. 
vV e kept quiet and did not show our hands, 
but the hon. gentleman knew that every 
single member of the Opposition was behind 
him so long as he conducted the case on con­
stitutional lines and looked after the interests 
of the general community. The hon. gen­
tleman knew all that. He knew that the 
·Opposition did not worry him in connection 
with bringing this matter before the House 
so long as we thought he was earning on the 
business of the country in a proper way. 
Whenever we found that he was going to 
refer it again to arbitration and that he was 
going to flout his own court; when we found 
that the men said Lhey were entitled to strike 
pay, that they could go out on strike and get 
paid for it, we thought it was time to say 
we did not agr0c with the hon. gentleman. 
If these demands arc granted it will cost 
the country another £200,000. 

Mr. Gn"LIES: Is it a fair thing to prejudge 
the case? 

Mr. FORSYTH: It is all very well to say 
that we do not want strikes. No one wants 
strikes. We want to see the interests of 
the country carried on and the country 
developed. If we are going to say that the 
strike must not take place no matter what 
the sacrifice, I am against that kind of 
-thing. If you aro going to spend hundreds 
-of thousands of pounds just to prevent men 
from going on strike, then I am against it. 
If we are going to give men increases and 
.allow them to claim pay for going on strike, 
where is it going to end? You are building 
a great big wall against yourselves in con­
nection with this matter, because anyone 
who goes out on strike in future will know 
that he can claim his pay while he is on 
.strike. In future these men, knowing how 
placid the Government are, and that they 
are like a pi£:ce of putty in the hands of 
these men, knowing that these men are their 
masters, they will raise up fresh grievances. 
As a matter of fact, the present Government 
is neither more nor less than the executive of 
:the Trades Hall. 

Mr. COLLINS: You can say the same thing 
.about the Premier of Great Britain. 

Mr. FORSYTH: The Government are the 
executive of the Trades Hall, and that should 
not be. It is the .dub· of the Government 
not only to look after" the interests of one 
·section, but of all sections, while they are 
in tho position of a Government. Just now 
they arc only acting for one cla5" at the 
expense of the other. vVe all know what 
has happened. \.Ye all know at the pre·cent 
time the trouble we are in. \V e know that 
there is a strike on in New South \Vales. 
The Government of Kew South \Vales did 
not knuckle down the '"ame as this Govern­
ment. There was some trouble about the 
introduction of some system, which is not 
really what the men think it is at alL At 
any rate, the Government of New South 
\Vales would not knuckle down to the men 
there. The Government there are controllinD' 
the affairs of the country, and while thev 
are there they are going" to keep that con­
troL The Queensland Government, though, 
knuckled down, and said, " What do you 
want? " The Government here practically 
say, "\Ve will not have a strike; just say 
what you want and you will get it." The 
<Government were sent there to rule the 

[Mr. Forsyth. 

countrv, and thev should ·do so, and they 
should' not let any outside body take the 
control of government out of their hands. 
The people of Victoria and New South Wales 
said that, while they have a Government in 
power, they are going to try and do ~t, but 
here, instea-d of the Government trymg to 
do it, they knuckled down to the various 
unions, and that is a position of affairs that 
should not exist. We are as anxious as any­
borly to see that no c.trike takes place, par­
ticularly just now. As a matter of fact, the 
Government have completely surrendered, 
and that is a position that no Government 
should take up. I notice that at the begin­
ning of the strike, as reported in the 
" Courier" of the 1st of this month, tha 
Minister for Railways said-

" Unless the Government abided by 
the decision of the Arbitration Court, 
that bo-dy would be useless as a tribunal 
for the settlement of disputes. He stated 
further that the outcome of this sort 
of work is to kill <trbitration altogether." 

He said he believed in the principle of 
abiding by the award of the Arbitratio?­
Court, and that is the reason why the Oppos~­
tion kept quiet. So far as the Premier IS 

concerned, and so far as the Treasurer is 
concerned, and so far as the Minister for 
Railways is concerned, they stated that they 
had made up their minds to abide by the 
decisions of the Arbitration Court, and while 
they did that thev were on safe lines, as 
thov would not allow the men to take the 
busincs•> of the country Ol!t of their hands. 
The Treasurer, at Townsville, on the 6th 
.August, said-

" There were two outstanding difficul­
ties. One, that the Government stands 
for industrial arbitration, and he recog­
nises it will receive a serious blow if, 
without giving it a trial. the award is 
swept away because it does not meet 
with the complete .·oatisfaction of all 
em ployeec.'' 

The other difficulty, as I have mentioned, 
was the financial ·difficulty. He said we are 
going to lose £1,000,000 this year, and he 
thouo·ht that the men, seeing that they had 
been ~well treated, would have recognised the 
financial difficulties the Go,-ernment were in. 
Those were the arguments he 1.jsed, but the 
men do not care a single straw who finds 
the money so long as they get it. The Pra­
mier himself said the men were unreasonable. 
As a matter of fact, the Minister for Rail­
wavs wired the men, and he did his level 
be,"t to try and get the men, for the sake 
oi peace and quietness, to go back to work, 
and he was willing to go up himself and 
try and arrange the matter. As a matter of 
fad, he "cnt them two wires, asking the men 
to reconqider the matter, and for goodness' 
sake go back to work and keep the railways 
going; but the men would not do it. All 
I can sav is that the Government made a 
mistake in not endeavouring to see that the 
award of ihe Arbitration Court ·is carried 
out. I certainlv am absolutely against one 
of the condition's for going back, and that is 
that the men who go on strike should be 
paid while on strike. If that is one of the 
conditions, then I say it is a most ridiculous 
and a most contemptible one, and I think a 
laro-e majoritv of the people of Queensland­
we"' know a "majority of members of this 
House will vote for the amendment-but I 
certainly think that a large majority of the 
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people of Queensland are absolutely against 
the policy of the Government in this matter, 
and I think the time is not far distant when 
they will be able to give a decision on the 
question. 

Colonel RANKI::'-J (Burmm): I think, per­
haps, one of the most serious aspects of this 
important matter has been, to some extent, 
lost sight of in the discussion that has taken 
place. To my mind, the moit serious matter 
in regard to the action of the Government 
is that it sounds the death-knell to arbitra­
tion. (Hear, hear!) We have seen within 
the last fev,· months one of the foremost 
planks of the Labour platform shattered to 
atoms by the refer "nda in May lr,,st, and 
now, through the action of the Government, 
we have plank No. 2 of the Labour plat­
form practically going the same way. There 
is no doubt .at all that the attitude of the 
Government in regard to the strike in the 
North has practically sounded the death­
knell of arbitration. After all, what is the 
value of the Arbitration Court if its awards 
are not carried out? It is of no value at 
all. I listened very attentively to the Pxe­
mier, and while he certainly spoke with 
great sympathy for the strikers in the North, 
he seeme·d to forget that there were other 
interests in the country which deserved some 
consideration. Aftex all, what does the whole 
question amount to? It amounts to this: that 
not only have the Government bt'en guilty 
of condoning an offence and sympathising 
with law-breakers, but they have practically 
set aside the interests of the great body of 
the people in the interests of a particular 
class. I do not think it is at all difficult to 
find out the reason for this attitude of the 
Government. 'Vhen we look round and see 
the industxial unrest that has taken place in 
this State since the advent of the present 
Administration, and which still obtains 
throughout the Stah), we can easily see the 
reason for it in the fact that sitting behind 
the Treasury bench are the parents of 
this industrial unrest-the organisers of those 
unions who are responsible for the difficulty 
at the present i.ime. Those are the men who, 
in days gone by, brought into being this 
very power which now threatens the exist­
ence of the State. That is the position. 
Those men who preached the gospel of dis­
content--

Mr. COLLINS : Hear, hear ! We did that 
well. 

Colonel RANKIN: Those men who are sit­
ting behind the Government to-day find that 
they have brought into being an instrument 
which threatens to turn round and annihilate 
them. vVe could not expect that any action 
different to what has been taken could be 
taken by such an Administration. What 
care they if the farming interests suffer? 
vVhat care they if the faxmers' produce is 
allowed to xot on the railway stations? What 
concern is it to them so long as that class 
which they claim to represent get their way? 
No reasonable man would try to justify the 
attitude of 'trikers at this time, and if we 
cannot justify the attitude of the strikPrs, 
still less can we justify the attitude of a 
spineless Government who, rather than face 
the consequences of doing the right thing, 
were quaking to give way. One could not 
help but feel. when the Hon. the Premier 
was speaking-, that he was all the time taking 
up the po~ition of a suppliant. It was just 
,;o much like, "Please. Mx. Striker. we will 
be good boys; we will do this." Was that 
the attitude of a strong man? Was that a. 

position which the head of any responsible 
Gov<?rmw,nt should take up with a section of 
their own employees? 

Mr. CoLLD!S: What about Llo:.-d George 
and the Welsh miners? 

Colonel RANKIN: So far as the miners in: 
the Burrum arc concerned, they have been 
the most contented lot of men throughout 
the length and breadth of Queensland. 

Mr. COLLINS: I said what about Lloyd 
George and the Welsh miners? 

Colonel RANKIN : I am not concerned 
about Lloyd Ge01·ge and the Welshmen. I 
sav that the action of the Government with 
regard to these strikers is an action of which 
any respect~blo Government would feel 
heartily ashamed. The Government, what-

ever mav be their politics, arfr 
[10 p.m.] charged "with the duty of con· 

serving the interests of the whola 
of the community, not the interest of one 
class only, but in this case they followed 
the easy path and yielded to the men, when 
as a Government and as a public carrier, and 
as an Adm1inistraHon charged with thfr 
function of carrying out the laws of the land, 
thev should have seen that the rail way ser· 
vices were maintained. They have mani­
festly £,tiled in their ·duty to the public. Did 
not those men in the North break the law, 
and are not the men at 'Vallangarra break­
ing the law? The men in the North un· 
doubtedly ~lid, and why were they not 
dealt with in the ordinary way? The Go­
vernment would not have acted in the oomfr 
manner if employers had been conce::ned. 
When a so-called strike took place m a 
sugar district the other day, the Premier 
immediately wired to Mr. Hughes to take 
action under the War Precautions Act and 
compel" those employers to carry on. Did the 
hon. gentleman dream of asking the Federal 
Government to take action under the War 
Precautions Act in this case and deal with 
those men in the North? No. He took the easy 
course" He was dealing with public funds, 
and it did not matter to him if he added 
£500,000 to the Pxpenditure on the railways 
so long as he retained the support of those 
people. I submit that the Government as 
public carriers had no right to allow a sec­
tion of men to hold up supplies in tho way 
those railway employees did in the North. 
The apology-I can call it by no other name 
-the apology made by the Premier for his 
action was simply that he ·desired to promote 
conciliation. 'l'he fact is that he really con­
ceded what the m'<'n wanted, and so we find 
that the arbitration and conciliation that we 
have heard so much about has failed the very 
first time it has b0en put into op0ration as 
far as the railway men are conrerned. This 
plank in the Labour platform, like the other 
plank to which I referred, was found to be 
rotten the very first time it was put into 
operation. 

'fhe SECRETARY FOR PuBLIO LANDS : Like 
your Cane Prices Boards Bill. 

Colonel RANKIN : The hon. g-entleman 
refers to mv Cane Prices Boards BilL but if 
he will onlv comnaxe that Bill with lhe 
measure int~oduccd by the Government he 
will find that it is superior to the Govern­
me:~t measure in many respects. 

The SECRETAm FOR PUBLIC LANDS : Then 
why did you drop it? 

Colonel RANKIN: I dropped it because 
I could not carry it" I think we have ample 
evidence of sympathy on the part of the 

Colonel .Rankin.] 
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Government >vith t1le ~h·ikers '\Ve have not 
to go any further than the cominunicatiDns 
that passed between the Premier and the 
strike le<td~rs in the :;\[o,.th to find evidence 
of that. Instead of taking up th;l attitude 
they should ban' taken u~., and saying to the 
railway men, ''You appliod for an award: 
·the court has given an award which increases 
the public expenditure by about £500,000 
sterling, and you must abide by that award, 
,_,•hich is the spirit of conciliation and arbi­
tration," the Government took a very di;Ter­
cnt course. If the men failed to accept the 
a>~ arcl, the Government should have seen that 
the railv; a v services were carried on in · .ome 
Dther way: If a man makes an agreement to 
do a certain thing, he should carry out that 
·.:tgreement. We have pacsed a \Yages Bill 
in wliicl1 provision is made for punishing 
men if they fail to carry out their agree­
·menh. Yet here is a case in which the men 
refuse to carry out their .agreement and the 
·Government do nothing ~imply because the 
Rtrike is the rt',ult of or?;anising work done 
by member" sitting behind the Government. 
A ,,.trong man would have said. "You have 
had your opportunity, you asked us to pass 
<a certain measure, we have passed that 
·measure and shaped .and mould0d it in 1J1e 
manner vou. wished because we are vour 
mouthpiece, the Opposition could not cross 
a 't ' or clot an 'i ' in that measure, and 
you must now abide by its provisions:" 

Mr. GLEDSON : A strange admission for the 
Opposition to make. 

Colonel RANKI)[: Members on thcc other 
side of the Honse invariably vote with the 
Government, no matter what their individual 
opinions may be. Why? Because they can­
not afford to be independent. So {ar as the 
Industrial and Arbitration Act is concerned, 
they actually had the power to mould it ccs 
they wished, and :·f't their own men who 
asked for it have turned round and flouted 
it on the first award they have got. The 
action of the Premier in the mattei· was not 
the action of a strong man, nor was it the 
action which would have bf'en taken bv a 
strong Government. The Government of.the 
clay, whatever their politics may be, should 
safeguard the interr;sh and rights of every 
class in the commumty. 

Mr. GLEDSON: That is ·wha+ we have done. 
Colonel RANKIJ'\: The Government had 

not done that. Have they considered the 
interects of the farming community in this 
strike? 

GovERN;rENT MnrBERS: Yes. 
Colonel RAXKIN: Ho11· have they 

showed any consideration for the cane 
farmers in the North'? And how have thev 
regarded the interests of other sections of 
the community? In no instancP have they 
had regard to any public convenience except 
where it concerned the strikers in the North. 
\Ve have been twitted on this side with hav­
ing remained silent while the strike was on. 
But whv did we remain silent? We re­
mained "silent because we considered it was 
not wise or fair that we should do anything 
to harass the Government while they were 
carrying out along constitutional lines what 
they believed to be the best way of handling 
a difficult problem. We have purposely re­
frained from making their position more 
difficult, and now we are accu~ed of supine­
ness, and of doing nothing, and of being 
afraid to do anything. \Yell, we are not 
afraid to do something, and that charge will 
not be levelled against us again, because 

[Colonel Rankin. 

we charge the Government now with being 
in oympathy, and of associating themselves, 
with the industrial unrest in another State. 
0PPOSITIO~ :MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Colonel RAXKIX: On that account we 
have a right to see what this Government 
are doing. The fight in ::-<ew South Wal~s 
is said to be over 3ome card system, but It 
ia possible that that is not the re'll cause of 
the trouble, and I shall read a telegram 
which was puLlished in the ''Courier" the 
other clav to show that that was not the real 
cause of. the industrial unrest there-

" The :\Iunicipal Employees' Union 
last night carried the following motion: 
' That we congrah1late the strikers upon 
their splendid exhibition of working­
class solidarity, and pledge oursel vec to 
assist them in resisting the introduction 
of the card sy&tem. Further, as the card 
svstem is only one of many methods of 
speeding up the working in plants Df 
production, and as some of these methods 
are already in operation in Australi~, 
and as the workers will not be safe until 
thev have overthrown the c.tpitalist 
svstem, we urge the workers to unite in 
one giant class-conscious union, not only 
to defend the existing rights, but to 
abolish capitalism, and inaugurate an 
industrial republic.' " 

A GoVERNo!ENT J\.IE}IBER: Hear, hear ! 

Colonel RANKIK : One hon. member 
opposite says " Hear, hear." Now we under­
stand the position. The real reason for the 
trouble in New South \Yales is not any card 
svstem, but bee a use they want to establish 
a"n industrial republic and to do a way with 
capitalism; and the hon. member who has 
just said "Hear, hear" on the other side 
has signified his approval of those senti­
ments. It is well that the people of Queens­
land should know that. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
I rise to a point of order. Is the hon. 
member in order in debating the New South 
Wales industrial trouble on the motion that 
is now before the House" 

Hon. J. ToL~IIE: He is only doing what 
the Premier did. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
He is reading extract matter which had noth­
ing to do Y':ith the question before the House. 

Hon. J. TOLoiiE: The Speaker ruled that 
the Premier was in order. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I think that 
the hon. me!llber >vill not be out of order. 

Colonel RANKIN : I have no desire to 
get out of order. This is too serious a 
mattm· to be lightly dealt with. \Ve are 
practically asked to condone the action of 
the striker". If we, as an Opposition, re­
mained silent at the present time, we should 
bo just as guiltv as the Government are of 
condoning an oifence against the law of the 
land. The Kew South \Vale' Government 
are standing to their guns in a constitu­
tional way. They are carrying o~1t the ser­
vices, to a limited extent it may be, never· 
theless they are carrying them out, and they 
are quite able to do it in their own way 
without the assistance or the advice of the 
Premier of Queensland, as probably the hon. 
gentleman himself will find out when he sees 
Mr. Fuller's reply to-morrow, if that gen­
tleman does reply to him. However, that 
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is bv the wav. I do not think that Mr. 
Fuller require~' any advice from him. Hav­
ing pointed out qujte clearly what is t_he 
trend of the admimstration of the opposite 
side, let us see how it io going to affect the 
future of this State, bec~nse, after all, it 
has a very great bearing upon that. ·when 
we went to the cc-tmtry last we saw placed 
before us a platform upon which was in­
scribed in large print, " The cure for indus­
trial unrest." \Ye arc now having a sample 
of that. The Government were returned to 
power, with all the machinery that they 
prophesied at that time was going to put an 
end to industrial unrest, and we are now 
having an example of how that machinery 
is working. As the hon. uember for Too­
wong pointr-d out, im-tead of giving us 
industrial peacA, we have been right from 
the jump in a state of industrial turmoil. 
Now, I submit that, if there is one thing that 
we must have if this State is to progress, if 
properb- is to be safeguarded, '"nd if our 
industries are to flourish, it must be some­
thing like industrial pe:tce, and we cannot 
hope to have that under this Government. 

Mr. PAY;(E: vVcre there no strikes under 
the Denham Government? 

Colonel RANKIN : There were st)rikes 
under the Denham Government. During the 
last year that Government were in office 
there were seventeen strikes in Queensland; 
during the last year of the Ryan Adminis­
tration there were no less than sixty-four 
strikes. After all their splendid Industrial 
Arbitration Act! 

Mr. COOPER: \Vhen was that Act passed? 
It was not law last year. 

Colonel RANKIN: That is the result 
under the industrial legislation of this Go­
vernment. And when one comes to look at 
the personnel of hon. members opposite, 
one is not surprised at this result. "IN e see 
members over there who mav claim to be 
the parents of this legislation: I hope they 
are proud of their child and of its results 
as exemplified in the Northern strike. While 
we have such turmoil in the industrial world 
as we have just seen in this State, and as 
we still see in New South "\V ales, \Ve can 
never hope to have anything in the nature 
Df a prosperous State. If ... there is one thing 
more than another that I think we must 
have if \Ye are going to prosper, and going 
to develop, it is industrial peace and I 
submit that this Government, in this regard, 
at the present juncture, have not shown that 
>tability-.my of that stateomall'·hip quality 
to which the Premier referre-d in his closing 
remarks, and which we ought to expect. 
They have proved supine; they have given 
way to the strikers on every ocusion, they 
have flouted their own awctrds, they have 
practically-as I said in my opening remarks 
----sounded the death-knell of arbitration. 
(Hear, hear!) After what they have done, 
no longer can we claim that we see a solu­
tion of the problem, no longer can any 
Labour man go on the platform and say, as 
the Premier said in the Barcaldine speech, 
that here is a means by which industrial 
peace can be obtained. In the hands of hon. 
members opposite it has been tried and found 
wanting, not on account of the inherent 
weakness of the Act, not because of the 
unfairness of the award, but because it was 
not backed up by a Government of sufficient 
strength, of ~ufficient power, of sufficient 
strong mindedness to give effect to the award 
when they were called upon to do it. 

Mr. YOWLES (Dalby): I think that the 
Pre1nier ·w~~s erc::ting a false in1p1'1:'3sion­
'"illingly or otherwise-when hB accused the 
Oppo,ition of waiting till the trouble ":as 
pat,·hed up bcf< re it took a stand-a defimtc 
;tand on thi· matter. It is well known to 
the Premi·?r, if not to his party, what 
position the Opposition were adopting. We 
v-cre nrcpared to sbiCd by the Government 
and a~sist- them in every d<>tail, so long as 
thev stood for law and order. Last Thurs­
da,:-thc last sitting day of the House that 
"·e·,-k-w<' discovered that the Government 
\H'I:e going b-tck on the stand they pro~ised 
to Ltke, that was, to stand by tlw Arb.It_ra­
tirn Act. and the leader of the Opposition 
wrote a· letter to the Premier,· a copy of 
which wa': publiohcd in the Press, in which 
he told him definitely that they were always 
prepared to stand bv him so long as he 
stood for law and order, but that if he 
departed from that, then the Opposition 
would not be a party to what foll<:nv~d. 
Tuesdav last-vesterdav-was the next ·sittmg 
clav and so soon as- the opportunity pre­
Ft'Ilted it,,elf, the leade-r of the Opposition 
obtained from' the Speaker the necessary 
permission, and gave notice of this want of 
confidence motion. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLlC WORKS: That 
is a poor apology. 

Mr. VOV\"LES: There is no apology so 
fur as I am concerned, and the hon. mem­
ber who interjects knows the facts as well 
as anybody. 

Mr. CooPER: The leader in the "Courier" 
shook you up. 

Mr. YOWLES : We '"ere not forced by 
any journal to take any st:md. The Oppo­
&ition moved at their own time; they moved 
onlv when they knew the Government WBre 
o-oii1g back on their proposal. I am not 
~oncerned about what the " Courier " or the 
''Standard" or any other paper says about me. 

\Ye had before us last sebsion a measure 
known as the Industrial Arbitration Bill. 
It was one of the measures that the last 
election wa.J fought on. It was to take the 
place of the Industrial Peace Act. When 
the merrsure \vas going through there were 
two thino-s which the Opposition a.cked, 
pleaded t"o havB inserte-l in it_ One was 
that a se•.:ret ballot bo taken under it, before 
a strike, and the other was that there should 
be a right of appeal to the Full Court of 
Qu•enslnnd from the decisions of the judges. 
Both of those matters \Yere turned down by 
the hon. member who was in charge, but 
how glad would he be to-de_..,. if he had 
a vailed himself of the suggestions of the 
Opposition and embodied those principles in 
the Bill? Had that happened, the whole 
of this trouble would haYe ueen avoided, but 
wiser counsels did not preYail on that occa­
sion. It was sugge"ted to-night tha_t the 

_Opposition asked that when . the Dickson 
award was given, the other JUdge, Judge 
Macnaughton should interfere. All that was 
asked was that the Minister himself should 
take advantage of two sections in the Act 
and int-:rvene, but he poi_ntB~ out anoth~r 
section under "IYhich he said It was not hiS 
duty to intervene, but that the parties should 
ap11ly for a rehearing. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS : rhlly 
should ttpply for a variation. 

Mr. VOWLES : ThBre was no analogy 
between that matter and this which we are 
discussing. In this case the matter was 

M'l'. Vowlea.] 
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brought before the court by the railway 
men, and there might haye been a right of 
appeal from the award had the hon. mem­
ber in charge of the Bill allowed us to put 
that amendment in it'. But the Arbitration 
Act says that the dccis'on of the judge shall 
be final-a law framed by this particular 
Government, to my mind, the tools of the 
unions and the Trades Hall, bringing here 
l0gislation hatched with the brand of the 
Trades Hall on it, and passing it here as a 
matter of form as their executive; and when 
we find that that Bill was brought hero at 
their behest, and when we find them re­
fusing to acknowledge their own judges, 
and when we find their own members agree­
ing to allow them to flout their own law, 
then I say that the time of responsible Go­
vernment is rapidly passing. 

So far as that award is concerned, what 
is proposed to be done now? The men, 
after being out for three weeks, have gone 
back to work reluctantly, because a sop has 
been offered to them, to lawbreakers-be­
cause they were on strike-to men who de­
fied the laws of the Government, who should 
maintain law and order, but• who offered 
them an inducement to go back and observe 
the law. That inducement is the opportunity 
of having portion of their case reheard-so 
far as retrospectivity is concerned-and also 
as to whether these lawbreakers are to be 
paid by the taxpayers of Quee·nsland their 
wages for the time when they were breaking 
the law>. These very men, who robbed the 
railways of something like £100,000, are ask­
ing that they should be paid £30,000-I 
think it is-for the time they have been out. 
The Governmert are on!:,· empowered to pay 
for services rendered, and they cannot make 
illegal payments, even if Mr. Justice Higgins 
says they should, if they are not for ser­
vices rendered. 

Of courSE'. we know the principle is 
already established. We know that this Go­
vernment have, without the knowledge of 
the public, paid back pay to railway men 
for breaches of the law in the past in con­
nection with strikes. We know that there 
is the establishment of a precedent so far 
as retrospective pay is concerned, by the 
attempt of the Government to pass legisla­
tion by which the water and sewerage men 
were to get back pay. They were not able 
to pass it through this House, but the men, 
knowing that the Government had tried 
to fore" private individuals .to pay higher 
rates and give back p:ty, thought that the 
time was ripe to try to squeeze the Govern­
ment, row that thev had them' down, and 
make the law-abiding part of the com­
munit-:- pay wages they had never earned. 
What' guarantee have we that the men will 
accept the decision of Mr. Justice Higgins 
when he gives it? They have already de­
clined to accept the decision of a judge 

anpointed by their own Govern­
[10.30 p.m.] ,-,{ent, under their own legisla-

tion-legislation which was sup­
posed to be final and binding on all the 
parties concerred. What guarantee have we 
got that, if Mr. Justice Higgins says that, 
in his cpinion, the men should not receive 
retrosn,ctive pay, and that it would be an 
Immoral thirg to pay them while on strike, 
they will not go on strike again? This is 
only the beginning of these troubles. If you 
look at page 391 of " Hansard " for this 
session--

The SECRETARY FOR. PUBLIC \VORKS: You 
will not be in order in quoting it. 

[Mr. Vowles. 

Mr. VO\VLES: I do not intend to quote 
it, but from the n'port of the speech of the 
hon. member for 211ount 1forgan you will see 
that the hon. member wanted to show how 
valueless legal prefcrer::ce to unionists is to­
an organised body of men. The hen. member 
said-

" Any award of a court granting pre­
ference to unioni'sts is only of so much 
value to the body that gets it, in 
ac<·orclance with thei: organise<:! st;·;ngth 
to enforce a proper mterpretahon. 

Does not that mean that might is right; that 
as long as the men like to stand to that 
principle and demand it-whether the thing 
be legal or illegal-they can do it by for:ce 
of numbers? The gentleman who occupies 
the position of vice-president of the Aus­
tralian \Vorkers' 1Jnion gives that out, as a 
dictum to his organisation; that as far as 
the ::\fount Mm·gan men were concerned it 
did not matter to them what the decision of 
the court was; they were strong enough to 
demand what they wanted. What is the 
result? Acting on his advice, no doubt, it 
appears to be the feeling throughout Labo~r 
circles that when an award does not smt 
them they can disorganise the whole of the 
trade in the North; that they can make 
things so uncomfortable that the general 
public, sooner than suffer the inconvenience,. 
would be a party to giving them their. de­
mands. Here we have the spectacle to-mght 
of the Premier making an apology for his 
action. \V e heard a confession from him of 
what has taken place, the history of t~e 
stri1<e and were told what part he and hrs 
Ministry played-a spineless Ministry who, 
just like the Germans, were prepared to 
take peace at any price. He has told us, 
in effect, that if he did not do as the men 
suggested, if he did not bring about so;:ne 
conciliatory or peaceful method of scttlmg 
the disputf', that would be the end of the 
::'< orthern electorates as far as his represen­
tation was concerned. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: He did 
not say so. 

Mr. VOWLES: In effect, I say. We w_ere 
told by the Premier that as far as that article 
about \Villiams in the Cairns "Post" was 
concerned, he was prepared to believe it. 
But the statement of Rymer, to the effect 
that they had control of the Northern rail­
wavs he would not accept. \Ve know that 
a iy~tem of picketing has been going on in 
connecti'on with the railways. \Ve saw a 
samnle of that in Brisbane during the big 
stri!{e. It simply means that it is an 
organised form of coercion. As to whether 
the railways were or were not in the hands 
of the mob, I would like to quote from the 
Cairns "Times" of the 18th August. Under 
the headin;r of "Strike of N. Q. Railway 
\Y orkers " -it says-

" At the mass meeting of the strikers 
in the Austral Theatre on \Vednesday, a 
wire from Mr. Theodore was read asking 
the strikers to appoint a delegate to the 
Trade Unions Congress in Brisbane, com­
mencing next Thursday." 

That is only by the way. The part I want 
to refer to is this-

" A wire received from the J\'[alanda 
pickets recommended that 2 tons of 
flour in wagons there be released, as the 
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case warranted it, on conditions that the 
merchant" make their own arrangements 
for delivery of same." 

How can the Premier, in the face of that 
record of the meeting of the strike committee 
in Cairns, say that the railway8 were not in 
the hands of the mob or the union? That is 
a case of peaceful picketing, and where the 
goods were allowed out. A permit was 
allowed similar to the permit which was 
allowed in Brisbane by the strike committee. 
The committee decided that it wds a genuine 
case, and released the goods which were in 
the custody of the Railway Commissioner. 
I wonder what the politics of those gentlemen 
are. The Premier allowed certain persons 
to get their goods as a concession. What are 
their politics, and who are they? We know 
nothing of them. We know of hundreds of 
people who could not send away their cream 
and perishable arti'cles were destroyed and 
families were hung up because ade'quate 
supplies could not be obtained. \Ve know 
that travellers from Camooweal to Hughen­
den, and in other plc~ces, were hung up and 
could not get away, and we know that men 
were terrorised and intimidated by the same 
peaceful pickets, who the Premier said were 
in charge ·of the Railway Department. 

Mr. KIRWAN: At any rate, they did not 
?Se batons on the people, !i'ke your party did 
m 1912. 

Mr. VOWLES: I am glad that the hon. 
member for Brisbane admits that that is 
correct. That is one of the glorious things 
about the whole trouble. There was no law­
lessnees, and the reason why there was no 
:awlessness was not because there was not a 
desire for it, but because the men knew that 
there was another power superior to the 
Queensland Government and that if they 
committed any breach of the law they came 
within the War Precautions Act and would 
be dealt with. What a thing it is for this 
spi'neless Government to be in the position 
it is to-day with their own servants who 
refuse to carry out the instructions of the 
department ! Are the'e men refusing to do 
their duty because they are in sympathy 
with something that is going on in New 
South Wales? Are they going to be paid 
out of the public purse for services they are 
not rendering? As far as the Northern 
strike is concerned, if Mr. Justice Higgins 
-he has no locus standi; I suppose he is 
only a private judge-if he thinks that 
the Government should pay these law­
breakers--

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: He is a man of experi­
ence. 

Mr. VOWLES : I do not deny his experi­
ence, but he has no locus standi'. If the men 
are paid, why, in all equity, should not other 
men who have been forced out of employ­
men by the unions-men who are enga.o-ed 
by private individuals-be paid strike p

0

ay, 
too? 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: What about the pro­
ducers who have lost their stuff? 

Mr. VOWLES: The producers are the last 
men the Government will worry about. The 
only man they wiU worry about is the good 
old unionist who keeps them in their job, the 
man whose delegates they are here. The 
Premier prostituted the position that he 

1917-3 G 

occupies almost on the first occasion that he 
appeared in this House, in connection with 
the Meatworks Act, when he went at the 
behest of the slaughtermen of Brisbane and 
was dictated to by them at the Trades Hall 
and told what he had to do. Since then, 
having placed himself in that invidious posi­
tion in allowing himself to be dominated and 
dictated to, these men know they have got in 
the thin edge of the wedge, and they know 
that they have got the Premier and his con­
frercs in that position that they will sit on 
them and jump on th0m at the finish. 

Hon. J. TOL:ITJE: Yes, and the Minister for 
Works knows it. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: I know 
that this is all piffle. (Government laughter.) 

Mr. VOWLES: The hon. gentleman knows 
that what I say is true. He does not like 
it, because he knows that it is true, and it 
hurts. (Government laughter.) 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC 'WoRKS: You 
have made a pitifully weak case. 

Mr. VOWLES: I am not at all concerned 
whether I made a pitifully weak case or not. 
I have expressed my views on it, and I will 
say a little more. So far as the railways 
are concerned, we know that the railway men 
of the South were out of sympathy with the 
men in the :::\orth; we know that the whole 
of the delegates in Brisbane were out of 
sympathy with the men on strike in the 
::>lorth. \Ve know that the Premier was out 
of sympathy with them. If what they have 
done is contrary to all reason, what earthly 
claim can these men have on the consolidated 
revenu<'. \Yhen thev have defied the law­
defied the Legislati.lre itself? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: What­
ever case they have, they will have to make 
it out before the Arbitration Court. 

Mr. VOWLES: Hon. members opposite 
talk about the spirit of conciliation. The 
spirit of conciliation is all right until you 
get to a finality. If there is a deadlock, then 
conciliation should prevail; but once a deci­
sion is given-particularly under this Act­
it is final. 

Mr. GILLIES: What then? 

Mr. VOWLES: There are two ways of 
meeting the case. One is to legislate to meet 
the casE'. But if you are not prepared to 
accept the responsibilities, so far as the posi­
tion arises, there is another position open to 
an honcgt Government, and that is to hand 
in their gun. 

At 10.25 p.m., 
'I'he SPEAKER resumed the chair. 

Mr. VOWLES: We remember that the 
public conveniences were dislocated, the law 
was defied, and there was mob rule. 

Mr. COLLINS: Where? 

Mr. VOWLES: No doubt in the electorate 
of the hon. member. We saw the hon. mem­
ber and his colleagues thinking and thinking 
and worrying and wond~ring what was going 
t~ happen, and wondermg how the cat w.as 
going to jump. They thought they were 
going to be put in a still more servile posi­
tion, but the Government thought they would 
give them one more opportunity of saving 

Mr. Vowles.] 
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their position. Last week hon. members were 
in a diifercnt frame of mind to what they are 
to-night. 

:Mr. COLLIXS : Some of the leaders in the 
''Courier'' shook you up. 

Mr. VOiYLES : There is a good deal of 
sense in what the ''Courier" said. If hon. 
members opposite would only read the 
"Courier'' articles and take them to heart 
they would do them good. Following his 
usu'al tacti<'s the Pr<"mier, when he is 
cornered, has turned round, as he has done 
on other occasiono, end instead of him meet· 
ing the re,olution put before the House, he 
move•, another rc·olution which will be the 
means of 'proclaiming him and his Govern­
ment as a popular one throu~hout the State. 
Anvbody associated with politics knows that 
this is a ·partv House, and it does not matter 
whether the Government are right or wrong 
hon. gentlemen sitting behind the Gov~rn­
ment will never depart from the Premier. 
The Government goes on all the tinw, and 
their servile following go on all the time. 
Whether they are in agreement or not they 
will vote just the same and support their 
Premier's motion. and, naturally, because 
they have double the strength of the Opposi­
tion, the motion will be carried. They will 
go away with cheers to-night saying, " Once 
more we have proclaimed ourselves jolly good 
fellows." Vi'hen the general public get the 
information which has been given to-night by 
the Premier they will know how to judge 
the Government. Question after question has 
been asked of the GoYernment relative to the 
strike, but we never got any information. If 
this motion has done nothing else but getting 
the information from the Premier then it 
has done a lot of good. (Hear, hear') It is 
just as well that the general public should 
read the hollov: speech of the Premier. 
'When the bnsiness men read it. and vvhen the 
general public look through " Hansard." and 
sen the criticisms of the Opposition and th<:> 
miserable confession of the Premier. they 
will judge the Government trnly and well, 
and they vvill show the Premier ,md his 
party their opinion of them when next they 
are called upon to face the electors. 

OPPOSITIOX ME'.IiBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. ROBERTS (East Toowoomba): The 
Premier in dealing with the motion moved 
by the leader of the Opposition accused this 
side of waiting for three '.<;cc•ks before any 
criticisms >WrB made. The motion of the 
leader of the Opposition contained nine 
charges against the Governn,ent. 'fhe Pre­
mier treated the motion as li~ihtly as it was 
possible from his point of view, and conse­
quently took upon himself to ignore the 
question which had been put by the kcader 
of the Opposition. What has brought us to 
the position in which we find ourselves in 
Queensland to-day? The Premier decided 
that the railway employees should have the 
right to go to the Arbitmtion Court, and a 
judge, who in every decision which he has 
given has shown himself in sympathy with 
the wage-earner, is entrusted with the 
matter. The judge gave his decision and 
gave increaws in the rates of wages and a 
reduction of hom·s. One would have ex­
pected that the men would have been satis­
fied, but they decided to go further. They 
said it was no good to them unless they got 
retrospective payment. Some of the men 
went so far as to say that the judge when 
he was in the North actually promised them 

fMr. Vowle.~. 

the retrospective pay. Since then I am 
pleased to see that that has been denied by 
the secretarv of the Union in North QLwcns­
land. The ·Government has since permitted 
th<3 case to ugain be put before the judge as 
respecting- retrospective payment. I take it 
that they WE're standing behind the Commi~­
sioner for Railways when he allowed his 
officers to go into' court and contend that 
it was not {.ight and not in the interests of 
the taxpayers of Queensland that retrospec­
tive payment should be granted, and the 
judge after full consideration decided that 
it could not be accepted, We find that the 
next thing is a strike. I chall<mge the Go­
vernment to prove that the strike has been 
in accordance with the provision of the 
Arbitration Act, and I challenge the Govern­
ment to lay on the table of the House the 
necessary requisitions to the registrar for a 
ballot to be taken and for the fourteen days' 
notice to be given. In that respect the con­
ditions required by the Act have not been 
complied with. Then, again, we had ~~e 
Premier in the early stage' of che cns1s 
pointing out how the men were wrong. He 
di1·ected the ::Ylini•.ter for Works to go to 
Townsville to trv and show to the men that 
they were in the wrong, but in spite of him 
there was only one thing that the,Y would 
agree to and that was retrospective pay. 
Then we find <lt a later date the Govern­
ment began to play the Sonthern men 
against the Northern men and they turned 
dog on their decision of May, 1916. I have 
h~re a decision of the Government come to 
in Mav, 1916. 

:Y1r. 'CoLLINS: \Vhat are you quoting from? 
Mr. ROBERTS: The "Toowoomba 

Chronicle" of 23rd July, and if it is any 
advantage to the hon. member I may say 
that the same thing appuns word for word 
in the '' D:tiJv Standard''-

" i\1r. Adamson, who was then lvlinister 
for Railways. pointc.d out that . at a 
Cabinet meeting held on 23rd ::Ylay It was 
decided that b1· prdNenre to nnionists it 
wa. meant preference to men w ha had 
started, and that preference to unionists 
did not m<'an povw1· to comt'ei 1ut liberty 
to persuade." 

That was the polic:c· of the Go· r'rnnwnt in 
the years 1916 anJ 1917. They pla:-·cd the 
Southern men llgain>t the Northern men 
bv prc1ni";ng t~w1n p1 f'fcrenc0 to unjonist";, 
ai1d then they beg an to engineer to break 
up the position that had been brought about 
in Korth Queensland. A conference followed, 
and we had not only the Premier and the 
?v1inister for Works, but all the Sonthern 
delegates at that conference. pleading with 
the men to adopt the Government's proposals, 
and the furthest that they could induce the 
Northern m.:m to go was to make a bargain, 
and we find that the bargain is not only that 
the question of retrospective pay shall . be 
submitted to a jccdge, but ,]so the question 
as to whether the men shall be paid for the 
time they were on strike. Then the Premier 
comes along this evening and contend; that 
the men in the North had not control of the 
Government. I contend that the motion is 
in every way correct; that as far as the rail­
wa:-·s are concerned the employees are con­
trnlling the Government. We have heard a. 
reference to-night as to the position of the 
Commissioner for Railways in connection 
with the strike. We generally get any 
amount of information through the Press of 
Brisbane <lS to what the Commissioner for 
Railways is doing, but the only utterance 
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·that I can find from the Commissioner all the 
·time that the strike was on is•· the copy of 
two letters which he sent to the men in the 
North. 

The PRD!IER: There is just time to catch 
our trains. 

Mr. ROBERTS: I regret the reference 
that has been made to trains. I haye been 
here all the afternoon, and I have listened 
to h.·n. members who haYe spoken. I raised 
·fio objection to the Premier getting an exten­
sion of time, and I am certainly going to 
paddle along to-night. (Hear, hear!) I re­
gret if I put hon. members to any inconveni­
ence, but I propose to get along in my own 
way, subject to your corr~ction, :Mr. Speaker. 
I was pointing out that It was a remarkable 
thing that the only utterances that we have 
had as far as the Commissioner for Railways 
>s concerned is those letters to the Northern 
men, where he urges them to reconsider the 
position and go back to work, and we would 
not have had those letter" published had it 
not been for the letter from the Deputy 
-Commissioner at Townsville. in which he 
pointed out to the Commissioner in Brisbane 
that he understood correspondence was being 
·sent, not through him as Deputy Commis­
sioner, but direct to the men. Then we hear 
the Premier taking exception to the men 
in North Queensland who haYe something 

·to lose directing their correspondence to the 
"Prime Minister of Australia. I was giving 
·some consideration yesterday to the way in 
which the Premier worded the several tele­

·grams that he sent South in the last day or 
two, and when I look at the reply of Mr. 
Reimers, secretarv to the strike committee 
in Townsvillo, to the Commissioner for Rail­
wavs, I find the wording which has been the 
context of the Premier's replies to the South. 
Mr. Reimers suggested to the Commissioner 
for Railwavs that he should use his influence 
·to secure payment of the amounts involved. 
I notice that whateYer the Premier thinks 
-of the position in North Queensland, the 
"Dailv Standard," at the commencement of 
-the st;ilre, pointed this out-

" The question at issue in the Towns­
ville district is whether the men have a 
griev<1nce acute enough to call for a 
strike. On the evidence before us, it 
must be said that they haye not." 

There, at any rate, is sufficient to show that 
us far as the Government is concerned, when 
the Premier made the statement that the 
I\orthern men were acting wrongly, he was 
supported by their Press. \Ye have heard 
something said about the men in North 
Queensland. and how they controlled the rail­
ways, and I am going to read something in 
conncution with the matter. I have here a 

cutting from the " Brisbane Cou­
[11. p.m.] rier" of the 20th August, which 

cont, ins the report of a speech 
made bv a man of the name of Anthony 
Ogden, 'who gave very bad advice to the 
.men on strike. Mr. Ogden said-

" It was not advisable, however, to 
turn over the present conditions unless 
they had something to put in their place. 
It did not matter whether they had 
arbitrn.tion or collective agreements so 
long as they had the militant support of 
their members. The employees shouLd 
have the right to say how long they 
should work, how much thev would do, 
how much they should get ·for it, and 
whom they should work with. He was 

not afraid of that getting into the Press. 
It was not for Judge McCawley to decide 
the question; it \Vas for the men to 
decide it." 

Here is the part to which I wish to direct 
special attention-

" If there was a train to-morrow, let 
Mr. Pagan be the driver and Mr. Brown 
(traffic manager) the guard. If they had 
perfect order in the strike, it did not 
matter if they threw over the Arbitration 
Court." 

In view of that statement, I am more than 
surpriFed at the Pr(·mier proposing an amend­
ment in which he claims that the " states­
manlike methotL of the Government are 
calculated to insure industrial peace on a 
sound basis." Is the position in connection 
with the railwav traffic likely to insure in­
dustrial peace? · The Darling Downs Bacon 
Factory proposed to send a certGin quantity 
of bacon and hams to Sydney, and they were 
told bv the traffic manager that it was no 
good loading those goods, as they could not 
be sent forward because the men had decided 
not to handle g-oods going to the South. Mr. 
McGrath, the district traffic manager, admit­
ted to the secretary of the bacon factory 
that he had his instructions from Brisbane, 
so that we mav assume that the l\1inister 
for Railways h~d a knowledge of the posi­
tion. Yet the hon. gentleman told us by 
interjection that the Goyernment are still 
controlling the railways of Queensland. I 
should like to know what chance the present 
occupants of the Treasury bench have of 
running a train if they wanted to carry on 
the usual business of the State. They can 
onlv run trains in accordance with the in­
structions of the Queeni'land Railway Union. 
Orders on the railways are not issut'd by the 
Commissioner for Railwa"<'s or his officers, 
but are dictated by the Queensland Railway 
Union. 

'l'he Pm::nER: X o. 

Mr. ROBERTS: \Yell, that is my opinion, 
and I hold that the' Government are doing 
an iniusticn to the State of New South \Vales 
by helping the men on strike in that State. 

Mr. BAYLEY (Pittsu·orth): It has been 
said bY a number of members on the Govern­
ment side of the House, th · t the Opposition 
are simply trying- to mRke political capital 
by supporting the motion brought forw:trd 
by the lecder oi the Opposition. I do not 
agree with that statement. N eYer in the 
history of Queensland has thcr., b8en greater 
reason for bringing forward such a motion, 
because never has there been a Government 
in Queensland who have been guilty of such 
neglect of duty to the country, and so abso­
Jutely bereft of all sense of duty and 
honourable dignity. Members of the Opposi­
tion have given every possible help to the 
Government. Time after time questions 
have been put to the Premier asking for 
inform·ation on the subject, and with what 

·result? We have been told that the present 
is not an opportune time for answering the 
questions. · 

At 11.9 p.m., 
The PREMIER :I move-That the question 

be now put. 
0PPOSITI0l'< MEMBERS : Gag again. 

The PREMIER : I was asked three times: 
by Opposition members to put on the ga.g. 

Hon. T. J. Ryan.] 
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· Question-That the question be now 
put; and the House divided:-

Mr. Armfield 

" 
Barber 

" 
Bertrn.rn 

" Collins 

" 
Cooper 

, Coyne 

" 
Fihelly 

" 
Foley 

" 
For de 

" Free 

" 
Gilday 

, Gillies 

" 
Gledson 

" 
Hardacre 

" 
Hartley, W. 

" 
Hunter 

, Huxham 

" 
Jones 

, Kirwan 

" 
Land 
Tellers: Mr. 

Mr. Appel 
, Armstrong 
, Barnea 
, Bayley 
, Bebbington 
, Bell 
, Booker 
, Bridges 
, Grayson 
., Gunn 

AYES, 39. 
Mr. Lennon 

" Lloyd 

" May 

" McLachlan 

" 
l\'lc:llinn 

" 
Mcl'hail 

" 
O'Sullivan 

" 
l'ayne 

" 
Pollock 

" Ryan, D. 

" 
Ryan, H. J. .. Ryan, T. J. 

" Smith 
., Stopford 

" 
Theodore 
\Veir 

,. Wellington 

" 'Vilson 

" Winstanley 

McMinn nnd Mr. Smith. 

NoEs, 22. 
Mr. Macartney 
,, Moore 
~' Petrie 

Colonel Rankin 
Mr. Roberts 
,. Somerset 
,, Stevens 
, Stodart 
, Swayne 
" Tolmie 
, Vowles 

put-

, Hodge 
Tellers: Mr. Bebbington and Mr. Moore. 

PAIR. 

Aye-Mr. Dunstan. No-Mr. Murphy. 
Resolved in the affirmative. 

Question-That the words proposed to be 
omitted (Mr. '!'. J. Ryan's amendment) stand 
part of the question-put; and the House 
divided:-

Mr. Appel 
, Armstrong 
, Barnes 
, Baylcy 
, Brbbington 
, Bell 
, Beaker 
, Bridges 
, Grayson 
, Gunn 

Hodge 
Tellers: Mr. 

Mr. Armfield 
Barber 
Bertram 
Collins 

, Cooper 
, Coyne 
,. Fihelly 
, Foley 

Forde 
Free 

, Gilday 
Gillies 
Gledson 
Hardacre 

, Hartley, W. 
Hunter 
Huxham 
Jonea 
Kirwan 
Land 

AYES, 22. 
Mr. Macartney 

, Moore 
, Petrie 
., l{ankin 
, Roberts 
, Somprset 
, Stevens 
., Stodart 
, Rwayne 
,. Tolmie 
, Vowles 

Roberts and Mr. Stevens. 
NoEs, 39. 

Mr. Lennon 
, Lloyd 
,. May 
, Mci.achlan 
, McMinn 
, McPhail 
, O'Sullivan 
, Payne 
, Pollock 
, Ryanl D. 
, Ryan, H. J. 
, Ryan, T. J. 
, Smith 
, Stopford 
, Theodore 
, Weir 
, Wellington 

Wilson 
, Winstanely 

Tellers: Mr. Cooper and Mr. McPhail. 
PAIR. 

Aye-Mr. Murphy. No-Mr. Dunstan. 
Resolved in the negative. 
Question-That the words proposed to be 

inserted, be so inserted-put and passed. 
Question-That the question, as amended, 

be agreed to-put and passed. 
'l'he House adjourned at twenty-two minutes 

past 11 o'clock. 

Questwns. 




