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2884 Death of Hon. [COUNCIL.] 0. S. McGhie. 

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

TUESDAY, 30 JA~UARY, 1917. 

The PRESIDI~G CHAIR1IAN (Hon. "\V. F. 
Taylor) took the chair at half-past 3 o'clock. 

DEATH OF THE PRESIDENT. 

REPLY TO LETTER OF SYlilPATHY. 

The PRESIDING CHAIRMAN: I have 
received the following letter from Lady 
Morgan and family:-

" To the Presiding Chairman and Mem­
bers of the Legislative Council,-

" Lady 1\Iorgan and family thank you 
most sincerely for your kind expressions 
of sympathy in their sad and sudden 
bereavement. 
"Clinton, 

".Paddington, December, 1916." 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE TO, AND DEATH 
OF, HON. C. S. McGHIE. 

MESSAGE OF SYMPATHY. 

The PRESIDING CHAIRMAN: I have 
to inform the Council that I have received 
a letter, dated 22nd December, 1916, from 
His Excellency the Governor intimating that 
he proposed to grant leave of absence from 
the Legislative Council for the remainder of 
the session to the Hon. C. S. McGhie. Since 

fHon. J. Tolmie. 

the receipt of this letter it is my melancholy· 
duty to inform the Council of the death of 
the hon. gentleman, and I have directed his. 
name to be removed from the list of mem­
ber,. I presume it is the wish of hon. mem­
bers that a letter of sympathy be sent to the·· 
family of the late Mr. McGhie. 

HONOl:RABLE ME:i\IBERS: Hear, hear! 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon .. 
W. Hamilton) : I beg to move-

" That the Council desire to place on 
record their deep sense of the public loss­
sustained by the death of the Hon. C. S. 
McGhie, and to express their profound 
sympathy with the family of the de­
ceased.'' 

Hon. members knew the late Mr. McGhie 
personally. He was a colonist, and a very 
old citizen, and one of those who helped to 
build up Queensland to what it is to-day. 
The State is at a loss through the death of 
such a man, and it would ill become us to 
allow the opportunity to go without 
expressing our sympathy with the family of 
i.he. decea;•ed gentleman in their great loss. 
(Hear, hear !) 

HoN. A. HINCHCLIFFE: I would like 
to say a word or two on the motion which 
has been moved by the representative of the· 
Government. The Hon. Mr. McGhie came 
to this Council in 1904, at the same time ae. 
myself. He was a very old member of the 
party with which I am connected. For 
many years he was engaged in the Railway 
Department of this State in a responsible 
position. He was a man who might be· 
described to those who knew him intimately 
as a "good old sort." He was a good­
hearted respected citizen, and one who would 
never do anvone a bad turn if he could 
avoid it, and 'I am sure that during the time 
he occupied a seat in this Chamber he won 
the respect of every member. (Hear, hear !) 

HoN. A. GIBSO;\f: For over thirty year& 
I have known the late ~Ir. McGhic. I first 
kuew him as a Government surveyor on. the 
Bundaberg and Mount Perry Raih~<:ty. I 
was attracted to him considerablv fo1· 
familv reasons. My children and h]s met 
together in the ~chool and formed an 
a3.sociation of a very pleaE,ant character, 
whieh still remains, and I am sure that the 
hon. gentleman during that time did all 
that he possibly could for his family. (Hear, 
hear !) Both the male and female members 
of it have grown up a'' respected citizens in 
the city of Maryborough, and, having 
associated mu.,ically with the family, I han> 
seen much of them. I am sure we are all 
sorrv that he has been taken away, and 
believe that a very worth0• citizen has paHed 
out. I -desire to record my respect for the 
deceased legislator and to a,,sure his familv 
of my sympathy, and trust that they will be 
cared for now that they are bereaved. 
(Hear, hear !) 

HoN. A. A. DA VEY: I would like to say 
a word or two on this sad occasion. Our old 
friend has passed away, and, so far as he 
is concerned. that will be a gain; hut I am 
sure that the members of his family have lost 
a loving and affectionate father. In public 
life the late Mr. M<'Ghie was a man for 
who"ll I had the greatest admiration, becau·,e 
he was a man of strong convictions, and he 
had the courage of his convi-ctions. "\Vhat­
ever he thought was right he was ahvays pre­
pared to stand up for. He was not narrow-
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minded, but was always open to argument, 
-<and I think that this Chamber has sustained 
.a g:--cat ]os3 in tho departure of our friend. 
)Icar, hear !) 

Has. P. J. LEAI-lY: Before I became a 
member of this C:hambPr l met the late Hon. 
:Mr. :\lrGhie on a number of occasions. 
The conver-,ation turned upon politics and 
unon a variety of other subjects, but 
we did not di"cuss politics to any great 
-extent. I found the late hon. gentleman a 
'erv well-rea•d man. We discussed ques­
•tions of history and literatur0. and it was a 
rm·elation to m1• to find the amount of know­
ledge that the late hon. gentleman had upon 
such matters. A~ a politician he wa, 
-~incere in his convictions-;, hether they 
agreed 1Yith 1ny convictions or not is quite 
imn-,atecial-~and he was a man who lived a 
long and honourable life in this State, and 
as a member of this Chamber his death is 
to be deplored. 

HoN. C. F. NIELS0::'\1': The late Hon. Mr. 
JUcGhiP was a mnn of whom I ouppose I 
. have earlier recollections than of ,. EV other 
man in Queensland. I knew him when I was 
very small indeed, and when I first met him 
he had not long come to Queensland from 
South America, where he had gained a good 
.deal of engineering experience attained there 
after he left his native countrv. He did a 
great deal of work in our Railway Depart­
ment, particularly in the Maryborough and 
Bundaberg districts. His sons and daughters 
won distinction in the various schools they 
attended, and one and all are held in the 
:highest esteem in the city in which they 
have been brought up. I <lm snre that all 
das;;es of the community in Maryborough 
regret the death of the late Mr. McGhie, 
with whom one of the early links in the 
history of ;\1-aryborough and 'the Wide Bay 
district has passed away. He has left behind 
a family of sons and <laughters who are a 
-credit to the State in every sense. 'To them, 
in common with other hon. members of the 
'Council, I extend my sincere condolence. 
'{Hear, hear !) 

Question put and passed, hon. members 
rising in th •ir placc·s in support of the 
motion to express their respect for the 
memory of the deceased gentleman. 

AUDITOR-GENERAL'S REPORT. 

f'.A VI~GS BANK SECl:RITIES. 

The PRESIDI::---JG CHAIR:\IAN announced * i:h10 receipt from the _\uditor-Gcneral of a 
report. dated 26th January. 1917. under the 
provisions of section 6 of the Savings Bank 
Act of 1870. with statements showing how 

·the funds of the GovE'rnment Savings Bank 
were invest-e·d on 31st December, 1916. 

Ordered to be printed. 

PAPERS. 

The following papers were laid on the 
>table, and ordered to be printed:-

Despatch conveying His' Majesty's assent 
to an Act pa<sed during se<sion of 
1S16-17. . 

Rc·gulations dated 15th December, 1916, 
under the Health Acts, 1900 to 1911. 

.Amended regulations dated 12th J<tn)lary, 
1917. under the Land Act of 1910. 

Regulations -dated 26th January, 1917, 
under the Industrial .\rbitration Act 
of 1916 . 

Rules of Court dated 19th January, 1917, 
under the Industrial Arbitcation Act 
of 1916. 

Regulation dated 18th January, 1917, 
under the Public Service Acts, 1896 
to 1901. 

Rq,ort of Royal Commission on payment 
of " dirt money" to employees of the 
Qwc-cnsland Railwa:· Department. 

QUESTI0::'\1'. 

TABLING OF REGl:LATIONS l'NDER THE QUEENS­
LAND GovERN~~ENT SAVINGS BAXK AcT. 

Ho~. E. W. H. FOWLES: Mav I ask the 
Secretary for Mines, without noti~e, why the 
regulations under the Queensland Govern­
ment Savings Bank Act a:·e not laid on the 
table ? I think they were gazettcd on 12th 
January . 

The SECRETARY FOR MI::---JES: I will 
make inquiries as to the reason for the regu­
lations no' being laid e-n the table. 

CHILLAGOE AND ETHERIDGE RAIL­
\V A YS PURCHASE BILL. 

REFERRED TO SELECT CO:V!MITTEE. 

HoN. P. J. LEAHY: This is a very im­
portant Bill, involving the expenditure of 
some £450,000 of public money. It is not 
perfectly clear-at least I have not been able 
to see that it is perfectly clear-whether, if 
this Bill becomes law, this money will be 
paid in cash or in debE>ntures, but whether 
it is paid in cash or in debentures the prin­
ciple is the same, we ar,e asked to spend 
practically half a million of money upon the 
purchase of this railway. 

The Hon. Mr. 'Thynne, in speaking on what 
is known as " The -Thynne and Macartney 
Expuision Bill," touched upon this Bill 
and the negotiations between himself, on 
behalf of the shareholders, and Mr. Ryan, 
with regard to this matter, and he com­
plained that the Government went over the 
heads of the shareholders and did something 
dishonourable in negotiating with the de­
benture-holders. I have no knowledge of 
that, beyond the statement made by the 
Hon. Mr. Thynne, and, as far as I am 
concerned, the fact as to whether the 
Government acted dishonourablv or whether 
they did not act dishonourably in the matter 
is not a thing that impresses me at all. If 
they have done something that is wrong­
something they ought not to have done-I do 
nor know whether the Government have any 
conscience-there are individual consciences, 
but it is very difficult to get a collective con­
science-that is a matter they will have to 
settle with the public. The only thing that 
appeals to me, and the only basis o~ wh!ch 
the que3tion ought to be discussed, IS th1s: 
Are we warranted in voting such a large 
sum of money as £450,000 to purchasP this 
railway? If it is a good thing for Queens­
land, b~· all means let us have it; but, if it 
is a bad thing for Queensland, we should not 
buy it. The first thing is to asc_ertain th_e 
facts. I do not see how we can give a deci­
sion on this matter "with the information 
at our command at the present time. It is 

Hon. P. J. Leaky.] 
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true enough that the Minister in moving the 
second reading of the Bill gave us certain 
information, but I do not think that we have 
anythini' like the information we ought to 
have to put us in a poeition to be able to 
gin: a vote upon the que,tion. If a new 
raihvay is submitted to us, it is necess-ary 
under our Standing Rules and Orders that 
it should be referred to a Select Committee 
for the purpose of taking evidence and re­
porting to this House. and, if that is so in 
the case of a new railway, no matter how 
small the amount involvNl may be, I think 
it is equally necessary in the case of a rail­
way that is already built, because the prin­
ciple in both cases is exactly the same. There 
is thi-· distinction to be drawn between the 
two, though it is not a distinction that in 
any ,,·a .. affr•cto the appointment of a Select 
Co·nmitt0e-that in the c .. se of a new rail­
\Vay e arL' a~,~;;:cd to sp~ nd rnone>~ \vhich, 
if it i., a wise proposal, will develop the 
C'ountrv: b1.lt in the case of thi railwa7 \ve 
are asked to spend money to L··1y somdhing 
which already exists and which probably 
will not increase to anv real extent the 
dcvelopmrmt of the count~·y there. 

The SECRETARY FOR l\1IXES : This would 
open up ~· :nclting "\vorks. 

Hox. P. J. LEAHY: I will come to that. 
So, from that point of view, this railway is 
not as good a propo;ition as a new railway 
which would open up country. The Ministe,· 
interjects that a State lino would mean the 
opening up of smelting works. As far 
as my knov>ledg<:> of Chillagoe goes, the 
whole thing amounts to this: If there is 
sufficient mineral in the Chillagoe district to 
enable smelting works to be worked at a 
profit the railway in all probability will pay 
whether it is owned by, the Government or 
by a private company; but if there is not 
suffici-ent mineral to keep the smelting works 
fully employed then this railway is not going 
to pa3·. 

One of the first things that should be done 
is to get the information we require through 
a Select Committee, and, if we do have a 
Select Committee, I have no doubt that one 
of the first things it i'ill do will be to get 
information with reg;trd to the mineral re­
sources of the district. ::'11 v intention is to 
move that this matter be referred to a Select 
Committee, and it is for that re1son that I 
do not intend to continue my remarks at any 
length. I suppose that a Committee of five 
would perhaps be large enough. I beg to 
move-

" That the question be amend2d by the 
omission of all the words after ' be' with 
a view to the Insertion in their place of 
the words ' referred to a Select Com­
mittee for consideration and report.' 

"That such Committee have power to 
send for persons, papers, and records,. 
and leave to sit during any adjournment 
of the Council, and that it consi't of the 
following members :-Hon. \V. Hamilton, 
Hon. E. \V. H. Fowles, Hon. B. Fahey, 
Hon. \V. Stephens, Hon. A. A. Davey, 
and the mover." 

Hon. E. W. H. FowLES: And with leave 
to visit places during the recess? 

Hox. P. J. LK.\HY: I do not know 
whether the Hon. Mr. Fowles is serious, but 
I take it that, if we are going to deal with 
this, we shall have to deal with it soon. 
\Ve do not want to prolong the session 
indefinitely, and, if we are going to deal 
with the matter at a1I. we should sit to­
morrow and the next day and come to a 

(Hon. P. J. Leahy. 

decision this week, much as I would like to.· 
defer to the suggestion of my eloquent friend. 

Hon. E. \Y. H. FOWLES: You never buy 
mining machinery without looking at it. 
Are we going to buy £500,000 worth of 
mining machinery without looking at it? 

Hox. P. J. LEAHY: The hon. member 
can n1ovc an amendment. 

HoN. A. G. C. HA vVTHOlc.:i": I think the 
proposal to appoint a Select Committee is 
an eminently reasonable one. I am sure 
that hon. members of this House do not at 
prec.ent feel justified in voting on the pro­
position, for the simple rea·-on that they 
have practi~allv little or no information as 
to the prospects and future working of the 
raihvay. It i~ mora particularly necessary 
that we should assure ourselves of ths 
po:•ition, bur a use the Chillagoe Rail~way. pro­
vnetors and the owners of the mme have 
large!:. pro• pcctcd and develor?ed this dis­
t;·i et. They ha· e lost, I bell< ve, over a 
,,,iJlimn of money in the development of the 
cl'-;trict ancl wlwn th"'- cannot m:tke the pro­
posit:o~ pr~:;, it seem;~ to me that W•' ·s~o~rld 
r. J most eareful that we are not commrttmg 
the taxpayprs of Queensland to an expendi­
ture of £500.000 at pr<O~ent, and to an 
unknown cost for development in the future, 
without h.Lving more facts before us than w&· 
have at the prcqent time. \Vhat weighs with 
me is thd that railway cannot be run as a 
paying proposition unless minin!S _there is 
v~c>:y much more developed than 1t 1s at the­
pres'nt time. If we take the narlwa.:¥ ove_r, 
we are practicallY opf'nmg _up the mr'?-e~ _In 
the district. I think that w1th the possibility 
of such an expenditure of money as may be· 
entailed "e should be doing wrong if we 
passed the Bill without getting further 
information. 

There is one aspert of the ~ill, to_o, _which 
rather strikes me. In cases hke tlus m th& 
prtst ive have dways had the agreement 
made before the Bill is brought to this House 
for validation or confirmation. Here the 
Bill gives tlw power to the Commissioner to 
enter into any agreement on any !erms 
practica]J,- which he likes, and tJ:iat IS :;n 
aspect which I think the Comm1ttee V:Ill 
require to look into as well as the queshon 
of the value of the. railway and the course 
of future development. 

Ho;-;-. P. :1IDRPHY: I do not rise to oppose 
the motion of the Hon. Mr. Lcahy. I recog­
nise the reasonableness of the reason for that 
motion, as explained by t~e Hon. _JYir. Haw­
thorn, namely, th"t more mformatwn should 
be ;:;ot ])('fore an important agreement 
involving the expenditure o~ S<? much money 
is entered into. I rose prmcipally for the· 
purpose of bringing to the notice of hon. 
members, and al~o to the notice of the l?ubli_c, 
a circular which I have received, I thmk m 
common with other members of this House. 
It is from the Cairns Chamber of Commerce, 
and is signed bv their secretary, l\fr. E. S. 
Manu. The cir'cular gives a great deal of 
information in connection with this proposal. 
It points out for one thing that it has cost 
the Go~'ernrnent something like £100,000 to· 
build a railwav to a coalmine at Mount 
Mulligan, and 'that if this railway i~ not 
continued by the Government, th'_Lt railway 
will be of no use. I can see qmte clearly 

that although it might not have 
f4 p.m.] been' profitable for the Chillago& 

Company or any other comp:>ny 
to carry on this railway, it is quite possible 
that the Queensland Government may be able-
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to carr0 it on profitably, because it connects 
with their railway which leads into Cairns, 
and it sen es a large mining district and also 
a considerable number of settlers who took 
up land largely because there was a railway 
running through the district enabling them 
to get the produco of their land to market. 
I would like to read the second paragraph 
of this circular. 

Hon. F. McDo:-;xELL: !lead the whole 
circular. 

Ho". P. MURPHY: In order th,d the 
public of Queensland m:,y be in a position to 
learn the whole of the facts connect< d with 
the transaction, I will take th0 hon. mem­
ber's adYice and read the whole circular:-

"Cairns, 24th January, 1917. 
"To Honourable ;'vlember' of the 

Legislative Council of Queensland, 
" Parliament House, 

"Brisbane. 
"Gentlemen,-The resumption of 

smelting operations at Chillagoe is of 
such importance to thi,, district that we· 
venture to advance reasons whv the Bill 
authori.,ing the acquisition of the Chilla­
goe Railway and works which is being 
presented to Parliament by the Govern­
ment should receive your approbation. 

" The agreement existing between the 
Chillagoe Company and the Government 
respecting the Etheridge Railway pro­
vide.~ that the Treasury shall contribute 
£11,000 annually to the company, shall 
pay twenty-eight and four-sevenths times 
the annual profit>, and shall take over 
the line at the expiration of four yea.rs 
from this date, at not less than £225,000. 
'fhe present propo"al includes the acquisi­
tion of this line for £200.000; so that, 
obviously, the Government savrs £70,000, 
exdnsive of the profit obligation which 
mav be found to be ·due at the end of 
the' term. Further, the line co,t about 
£500.000, anq i' thns• evident that the 
Gon'rnmont will not be paying anything 
approac·hing the value of the property 
acquired. 

" The Ma'reeb~ to Mungana Railway, 
with the smelters at Chillagoe included, 
is, howev0r, the vital and important part 
of the ,.cheme. The railway is worth, 
on a C'DnEervative esti1nate, not less than 
£500,000, and authoritative figures give 
the annual profit of a smelter on an 
even run as £45.000. and if ono be 
operated regularly and the other inter­
mitteEtly, the profit which could be 
expected is £65,000. 

"The· line connects via Dimbulah with 
the :Haunt 11nlligan coalfield, and that 
branch cost the Gm-ornment £100,000, 
and was built ostensibly to provide cheap 
fu0l for the Chillav0e smelter;;. Some 
apprf'ciation of the position will be found 
in t]J< fact that su~h railwav communi<·a­
tion was estimatpd to re·duce the cost of 
the treatment of the ore from lls. to 6s, 
per ton. 

"1t will bo rf'membered that in Feb­
ruarv, 1914, the Chillago( Companv made 
application to the lat~ Denham Govern­
ment for a loan of £30,000, which was 
refused, and the company has since been 
unable, owing to lack of capital, to re­
sume operations, so that the ;yiount :Mul­
ligan line is not receiving the effect of 
the development which was reasonably 
expected from the coalfield. 

" Under normal conditions of smelting 
operations, the Chillagoe line contributes 
£30,000 per annt1m to the State line 
(:\1areeba-Cairns)-provides one-third of 
the tra·de of Cairns-whilst in 1913 the 
company turned out £200,000 worth of 
metals,· which it is contended went into 
the pockets of the wage-earner,. To­
day, owing to the enhanced prices, the 
same product would more nearly repre­
sent £400,000. Further, the a.c:ricultural 
and timber industries benefited to the 
extent of £25,000 per annum, to say 
nothing of the mining rnenue, which it 
is e~timated receh·ed £3,0°0. A popula­
tion of approximately 10,000 was main­
tained in the country traversod by the 
lines, and with the increa'•ed and increas­
ing price of metals, settlement should be 
stimulated and a groat impetus giYen to 
mining generally. 

"Expert opinion does not hesitate to 
'""ert that the ore is in the district, and it 
is estimated that in the company's Einas­
leigh mines alone there ·are 25,000 tons 
of copvcr ore in ·;ight. Further, the 
high'''t authorities strongly maintain that 
no reduction in the price of industrial 
metals can be anticipated for some years 
after the close of international hostili­
tieo. The smelters arc in good order, 
and fresh ·deposits of ore are being weekly 
located all over the district. Higher 
grade ore is being exported in the crude 
state, and sympathetic treatment of the 
lower-grade product< should assure a very 
large output. 

"During 1916, the total shipment of 
picked cvpper ore v; as 4,615 tons, and 
when it is remembered that most of that 
tonnage was forwarded to New South 
\V ales for treatment, it will be conceded 
that it mmt have been verv rich indeed. 

" The vast tract of mebllif'TOUS coun­
try served b:v the rai!,.·a:vs which have 
been construPted by the Chillagoe Com­
pany. or with their assistance, has been 
a (ireat factor in the eottlemrnt of this 
part of Xorth Queensland, and we submit 
that it. i·, the duty of the State to accept 
the fullc·t l'c''nonsibilit:v of anv reason­
able action which will' furthPr' develop­
ment and prevent depopulation of a rich 
district 'vhich is langui··hing merely 
bec:m"c the smelting works of Chillagoe 
are inoperative. 

"The Biboohra Meat Export Company 
contcmplde the <'xpe· .Jitnre cf £100.000 
upon thf'ir works, and their operations 
which a ,.e dcsie:ncd to tr ·nt 250 bullocks 
per dav will m~an lar~;dy increased stock 
movemc>nts on both the Einasleigh .and 
::\Iunc;ana sections of the nilwav, and 
con,--'.qutntly increa·., _;d revenue. ~ 

"\V c, therefore. ur['"c you to support 
th~ mc>asure which the Premier has sub­
mitt~d to Parliament, as in our opinion 
the action of the Government is fully 
warrrrntr•d. and will be highly beneficial 
to the P.tatc bv discharging; a manifest 
dutv to one of its deserving areas and 
industries; to the Commonwealth by 
stimulating settlem·'nt in tropical lati­
tude.<; ar,d to the Empire by increasing 
the output of met~ ls which are 1·egardod 
as a national necessitv. 
"For the Cairns Cha;;,ber of Commerce, 

"E. S. MANN, 
'' Secretary.'' 

After r0ading that circular I oomP to the 

Ho'I. P. Murphy.] 
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ennclusion that the majority of the peopln 
who issued it are not supporters of the 
present Government. I hope that the Coun­
cil will not allow any feeling of prejudice 
to enter their minds in connection with the 
matte1·. The two railways serve one of the 
most important mining districts in Queens­
land, und there is no doubt that, if the Go­
vernment are prevented from acquiring the 
railways and. mines and the railways are 
closed down, m a very fpw years, no matter 
what Govermnent may be in power, they will 
have to make railways through this very 
rich district. I hope that the Select Com­
mittee that is to be appointed is not being 
appointed with the object of shehing the 
p~oposal or throwing it out, but that the 
honest intention is to get more information. 
Th0 more information that is got in con­
nection with the matter the more convinced 
will the people beco•ne that the Government 
have made a real good bargain for the State. 
We hem·d from the lion. Mr. Thynne, when 
ha was making what might be called his 
valedictory address on this particular sub­
ject, that the Chillagoe Company, or the 
debenture-holders, ha<:! ,,,ked at first for 
between £800,000 and £900,000 for what the 
Government have now <lrranged to buy for 
£450,000-that is for 50 per cent. less than 
they were aoked !o pav at first. Eve~yone I 
have hearu spcakmg about it who knows any­
thing about raiht ay matters is of the opinion 
that th<> Government in purchasing these 
railways and mines for £450.000 are making 
a very excellent lMJ,rgain for the State. 

HoN. A. A. DA VEY: As one who knows 
something about thP district, having travelled 
over it for a number of years and having 
seen the development of the district, I would 
not like to let the occasion pass without m<lk­
ing a few remarks. If I were a wealthy man 
and looking round for a " spec," I should not 
hesitate about buying the Chi!lagoe Railway 
at the prif'B offered, because in my judg­
ment it will become a profitable bargain to 
the Govert>:nent. Ap<lrt from the transac­
tion being profitable I consider it an abso­
lutely necessary one. There has only been 
one serious 1nisb··ke ma.de V\ith regard to the 
Chillagoe Raibay. and that is that the Go­
vernment o~ the day alloweu a private com­
pany to build the railway from Mareeba to 
Chillagoe. That was the most insane thing 
that WM eYer done hy anv Government. 
Anyone knowing the district- knows that to 
take the rcilwav up to Maroeba over almost 
impossible country at enormous cost and then 
stop it :JJ ::\Iareoba and allow a private com. 
pa_ny to b·1ild a eompara tively irtexpensivP 
railway to OJWn up the rich mineral 
resourc,cs bevond ·was one of the most 
serious mistakes ever made by anv Go­
vernment. I remembm meeting the Pi-emier 
of the time. er he may have been the 
ex-Pren1ier. in Man cba and discussing this 
mattc>r with him. As a justification for 
the Govcrnmcn~ building this line thPmselves 
and rrfusinv to allo·,,- any private company 
~2 h1i:d it. I used this illustration. I. said, 
T~; Go,·ernn:cnt of Q:Ieens],.·,,·] are m tlw 

pos1t·on of a man who has built a beautiful 
mnn<i~n :'nd tl10 ""1h thing r0quired to com­
plete 1t Is ch0an iron roof. Bv buildinoo 
the n1i!w·•v to ~Tar ·eba and then refusin:-;. 
to co'r~-:nue it throu~·h con1pt1ratively eas~ 
countr:c. you are in the same nosition ;,s that 
man wonld be in if he said he could not 
affoccl to r1o enything more, and, unless 
someone will come alonO" 'lnd nut a cheap 
iron rcof on the mansion~ the place must go 

[Hon. P. Murphy. 

to ruin." However, the Chillagoe Company 
did build the line, and they have spent an 
enormous amount of money, and have lost 
an enormous amount of mone1 That does 
not mean that the State will Ilecess.:1rilv lose 
by taking over the concern. The Chillagoe 
Company may or may not have adopted the 
best means for making the transaction a 
profitable one. They undoubtedly tried to 
do the best they could, but it is open to 
discussion whdher they did accept tho best 
methods to make the concern a profitable 
oue. I believe that, in the present condition 
of the counth·. it is e·•sential to keep that 
lirw open. The Chillagoc Company built 
the lino but they cannot keep it open, and, 
if the Govornm01t can obtain the line at a 
reasonable price and keep it open, it will 
help that countn· a great deal. There are a 
nun1bcr of little tov:nshirs growing up in 
that part of the Sbte. When the Chillagoe 
Corn1)~1ny \Yr>_, \Vorking it did not afford 
perhaps the best facilities to smelt ore from 
out,ido shows, but, &t all PVE'nts, if the works 
werfl ··.tuted again. it would be a great help 
to the men thece working small shows to be 
able to have their ore smelted locally. I am 
as certain as I <ill standing here that it will 
be a good speculation for the Government 
to go in for the purchaeB of this railway 
and the work~. and the Government would 
bP failing in its duty if it did not take the 
whole thin~ over. It is for the Government 
to sav if it. is '\Vorth £450.000. If it can be 
I!Ot for £350.000 so much the better. At 
the present moment my own opinion is that 
it would be a g-ood transaction fo" the Go­
vernment. If I were fortunate or unfortu­
natf' enonc;h to be a millionaire. I should 
not hesitate to go in for a speculation of 
that kind. and therefore I haYo no hesitation 
in recomm0ncling- the GovPrntnent to p:-o in for 
it. With regard to Einasleig-h, tho Govern­
ment have got tho responsibility there and 
thPv have to pay the interest in any case. I 
believe that the prospects at E'nasleigh arf' 
very good. Then .there is the :\fount Mulli­
gan coalfield, which seems to me to be also 
associated with this affair. There is no 
doubt at all thot th0 GnYPrnment would he 
doing <rood bmincs' if ·thev W't hold of the 
whole svstem of railwavs 1m there. H these 
railwavs are not worked. then it means clos­
ing up the 11·hole of that part of the country, 
and the people \vho went np there under the 
promise of a railway and who did all th<> 
pioneerino: will bP left in the <>old. It is 
not the dnty of the StatP to leavP people 
lik" that in the cold. If there were anv 
serions douhts ttbout the matter. it would be 
a different thing-. 

Hon. P. J LEAHY: I ha ye -serious doubts 
myself. 

I-I ox. A. A. DA VEY: The hon. member 
has ''riou• douhts about most things. In 
fact he is a politic;il agnostic. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: I am not a religious 
one, anyhovi.~. 

Ho:-;. A. A. DA VEY: If this Select Com­
mittee meets, I haye no doubt that it will 
come to the conclusion that it is not only a 
good bargain, but it is the absolute dutv of 
the Government, under all the circumstances. 
to take over this line. If the line is not 
~aken over. it will mean closing up a most 
important part of the country, and we cannot 
afford to do that. \Ve wA.nt to open up our 
country and not close it up at all. The 
Biboohra meatworks are a gr0at concern, and 
the owners propose to spend money in 
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enlarging and improving their works. That 
will add largely to the value of the railway. 
In any case, it is an utter absurdity for the 
Dovernment to own the railway to Mareeba 
after taking it over the range, and then 
having nothing to do with the railway into 
the good country. I was surprised when the 
Government stopped their railway at Mareeba 
and left that rich and grand country at the 
back to be developed by private enterprise. 
Private enterprise has failed. 

Hon. F. T. BRENTNALL: Can you say why 
they have failed? 

HoN. A. A. DA VEY: I was at Chillagoe 
when the railway was fir .. t opened, and I was 
there on a Sunday. I may say that I have no 
personal feelings about it at all, but v. hen 
I was there at the opening of the railway I 
looked round and I could not see a worldnr­
man in Chillagoe. I saw a whole crowd of 
people playing tennis and cricket and that 
.sort of thing, and I noticed that there were 
a great number of officials. The business up 
·ihere has been carried on at enormous ex­
pense and in a lavish stvle. I have no doubt 
i:hat they thought that" with the wonderful 
richncRB of that country it would pay to do 
that kind of thing, but for a considerable 
-time thr>re did not appear to be any workers 
about Chillagoe at all. Perhaps it would be 
impertinence on my part to say anything 
.about the wisdom or unwi,dom of a great 
compa.ny like that in the conduct of their 
business, but I am an ordinary business man, 
.and I am of the opinion that it was not 
run on busine's lines. I am certain that 
thousands of pounds could have been saved 
at the start if it had been run on business 
lines. If it is run on businpss lines bv the 
Commissioner for Railways, it will he a 
'Profitable undertaking for the State. I am 
rather sorrv that the matter ·has been 
referred to a Select Committee, and I hope 
non. members will give the matter serious 
·consideration. 

Hon. \V. STEPHENS: You are on the Select 
·committee yourself. 

HoN. A. A. DA VEY: Yes, that is so. 
Hon. \V. STEPHENS: You have made up 

your mind before you have heard the 
.evidence. 

Hox. A. A. DA VEY: I have made up my 
mind. I do not want any evidence. I was 
working through that district before the line 
was opened to Chillagoe, and I know the 
district as \Yell as I know Brisbane-in fact, 
better. I know the whole of the district, as 
I wa,. up there before they start,,d to build 
the line at all. I do not want anything to 
Bnable me to make up my 111ind. 

Hon. \Y, STEPHENR: You ought to be a 
witne'" and not a member of that committee. 

HoN. A. A. DA VEY: I take it that we 
wunt to get through the busine,s of the 
,country as speedily a' possible, and this 
refere.1co to a Select Committee will mean 
delav, and I regret that there should be anv 
delay. I can recommend this propo.,al to th'e 
·council with the greatest confidence. I have 
not a penny invested there and have no 
interest in it whatever, but I know every 
hole and cor~er of it. I alwa:-cs regarded it 
as a huge mistake for the Government line 
to stop. as soon as the range was crossed. Any­
one With anv common sen5e at all would 
see that the· Government, after taking the 
railway over the tops of the mountain, should 
not have stopped at Mareeba. They should 

have p~1shed on to open 'up the back country. 
However, the Chi!lagoe Company came along 
and put on a cheap galvanised-iron roof, as 
it were, and they got the best part of it so far 
as the railwav business was concerned. The 
Chillagoe Railway was not an unprofitable 
concern. If the works were only started 
again, we know that there is a very large 
amount of rich ore in and around that dis­
trict, and. if proper facilities were afforded 
to the owners of small shows to get their 
ores smelted at a reasonable price, then that 
country would develop enormously. I have 
no doubt abont its hf'inr~ goocl C-'Jllntry, and 
I have no doubt about iL being a w'n thing 
for the Government to buv thr, line and not 
allow thr> works to be sht;t down and go to 
ruin. If the Government allow those works 
to go to ruin, it will be almost a crime on 
their part. 

HoN. F. T. BRRKT:'-i-.-\LL: I cannot speak 
from a great practical knowledge of the 
country. I have trav•cl:ed over it, lut not 
so delibc•rat2ly as the Hon. ::\!r .. Davey. 
Apart altogether from the country and its 
reputed resources, I can scarcciy undc-r"'tand 
the exact purport of the address to which we 
have just listmed. Is it intended to help 
the Government in the purchase of this rail­
way? 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: We want to get the 
facts. 

HoN. F. 'I'. BRENTNALL: All the way 
through the Hon. Mr. Davey has simply 
been giving evidence that should have come 
before the Select Committee. 

Hon. A. A. DA VEY : The fact that I am 
on the Select Committee will not shut my 
mouth as to what is right. 

HoN. F. T. BRENTNALL: I understand 
that we propose to appoint a Select Com­
mittee for the purpose of getting information 
if it is obtainable, that may influence this 
Council in coming to an honourable and 
straightforward decision with regard to this 
Bill. That is what I think the Select Corn· 
mittc·e is to be appointed for, and every 
member of that committee should go to the 
meetings of the committee with an open and 
candid mind and receive the evidence, and 
tlren com0 to a rational conclusion on that 
evidence. I am not going to detain the House 
with a long speech. because I am not sure 
whether this is the time for making speeches. 
If we are going to appoint a Select Com­
mittee. it is the dutv of that Sele;ot Com­
mittee to g~t all tho ·evidence they can and 
bring to us the re,ult of it. 

Hon. A. A. DAVEY: We have not appointecl 
one yet. 

Ho:-~. F. T. BRENTNALL: Well, let us 
appoint a Select Committer. and let the House 
know what their conclusion is, and the House 
will say whether or not they will adopt the 
report of the committee. \Ve have been told 
that there hae. been a great de•1l of money 
sunk in thi railway. I do not think that 
anvbodv need be told that at all if they have 
ever thought anything about the subject. 
The· Hon. Mr. Davcy made som<' reference 
to a previous Govornnwnt ha,-ing built the 
line from C'airn•, to ::'11areeba over very nu­
promising country ~t enormous c•)St. After 
the report we have JUet heard from the hon. 
member it seems that it was not so ba.d as 
was first considered because of the magnifi­
cent country at the back. The people ·who 

Hon. F. T. Brentnall.] 
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subsequently built this railway evidentlv had 
that opinion also or they would not ·have 
f'lmd the money to bllild the railway. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: Their opinion was 
wrong, becau'e they lost their m one}. 

Hon. T. J. O'SHEA: There is very little 
good land between ;\lareeba and J\lungana. 

Ho". F. T. BRE='JTJ'\ALL: If their 
?Pinion •vas •vrong, th?n the Hon .. iYir. Davey 
1" \vrong. If they :tn'J181 p:.tet.)d n11neral results 
as tht; J:C'··ult of building that line anci con­
structing those \vorks, then thev \Vf're never 
realised. Xeither a company no~ the Govern­
ment a1:'? justifi('d 1:1 i11currinr:: the expense 
of workmg a raih.\:tY which will not realise a 
profit. ThP coo!!Jlr:.: may be w·ondcrful in its 
P!<?spect::;, in its 1'·,- ·jo!-lrCF:l, and in it,. proba.­
bllrties of remuneratmg tho Government for 
thp outlav which they undectake to make 
if they t'tke over this protwrt'j·. \Ye know 
'ery well that in this coantry there are a 
good many railways that do not pay at all. 
They neYer hav~ paid, and thev have no 
immediate prospect of paying. The impor­
tant question that arises with me is: If 
the business men ,\-ho constructed this railwav 
and ope!led it failed to make it pay, is it 
Cl-er gomg to be made to pa;- under the 
"Go' ernment stroke"'! \Ve J{ave to take 
all these things into concideration. I'' e know 
that in the past we have passed railwavs 
on splendid f.'vidence. \Ye c'trnc to a deliberate 
conclusion after hearing the evidence that 
there, "as eYcry prosrH•ct of th_c railways, 
the pwns and specifications of wh1eh we were 
.as_}\:cd to pass, being paying propositions. 
When we came to a decision on the question 
everything was rosy and optimistic and 
n1~gnifieent in prospect, yet "\Ve have com­
mitted t!'te country to an expenditure again 
and agam for the construction of linf's that 
have not paid. \Yhcn some o': the Govern­
ment. railways have not paid one or two 
questwns were asked. The question " as 
asl~ed : \Yh0• ha Ye the>E' rail v. ay, not paid? 
Is 1t because the resources of the- countrv ha Ye 
been misjudged. or ic; it becaus.: of t'he in­
ability of tho Goyernment to nm the railwaYs 
to make them p.- }: : or is it that all that ":,s 
expected -of the n1 IS not forthcomin o·? BtJore 
W? deC'!dc this .1nat~cr \ve would 

0

bc· actipg 
Wisely 111 referring It to a Se1Pct Com1nittc0 
to. go into the whole q1wstion and Jc.t them 
brmg before us their calm, deliberate, and 
carcf1}lly prep.1red report. This is really 
.also a speculation. 

. \Ve have been· told that it will be a fine 
mvestment for the country. but that has to be 
proved. It has not turned out a fine in.-est-

ment for anYbodv vet. \Ye are 
[4.30 p.m.] told in the Bill, first of all, that 

an agrecn1cnt is to be or has been 
E'nterccl into with thc> tmctec>s of the deben­
tnre-hoklers of the Chillagoe Railway and 
~li'"''· Limited. It is with the debenture­
holders tha.t this agreement has been made 
~-Iow J_nany companicc; have there been already 
m th1s matter? Thcr0 have been three or 
fo1;1r. and not one of them has made this 
rai~'\\ ay pay. · 

Hon. A. A. DAVEY: You will be getting 
it for l<·ss than half-price. 

Hox. F. T. BREXT:::-JALL: X ever mind 
that If_ it will not pay working expenses 
r~ndQr pnvate expert managen1cnt, is it more 
hkely to pay undc>r GovE'rnmE'nt control, even 
if the purchase price may not have been so 
large? These people have not paid any 

lBon, P .. T. Brentnall. 

dividends on their capital. \Ve have to find' 
out bv the Select Committee \vhcther the 
actual net returns from the undertaking will 
i ive a sufficient amount of money not only 
to pay the interest on the cost to the Goveyn­
mcnt, but also to pay the cost of workmg 
the railway. You have to pa:• th< interest 
on the origind cost first, and then you v, ant 
a suffi< ;ent margin to pay the 'Yorking 
expenses eontinuoLnly. I trust the Select 
Committee will f1nd out whether they are 
like!: to get sufficiL•nt revenue in the future, 
taking past figures and experience ag the 
basis for their estimate, "·hen nohod:. has 
been able to do it in the past. They have 
not been able to make these; mines pay. 

Hon. A. A. DAVEY: They have not money 
enough. 

Ho". F. T. BRK'\T:\'ALL: Beforo we ask 
the countr:· to commit ihelf through the 
Govt'rnment to this large expenditure' on what 
has been for a number of years past a tried 
experir.wnt, ]pt us ha ye the fullest informa­
tion, ccnd !Pt a Sdect Committ.·e be appointed 
to obtain it. There is a good deal beneath 
the surface in connection with these com­
panh:·~-, and it is the business of th(' cun1mittee 
to line! out what thev can. Thc•v ccnnot 
fhd out how much min!'ral is beneath the 
surface. as that can only he done by explora­
tion. Let the committee get all the informa­
tion tlwy can, and then this Hou"e may be 
justified in passing the Bill. 

Hox. E. \Y. H. FOWLES: :My mind is 
quite open in this matter, and perhaps the 
Minister can give information on three points 
at the prc>.ent timn. First, could we be· 
asoured bv the Crown Solicitor's Office that 
none of the shareholders will take action 
under the moratorium regulations, and that 
the debenture-holders cannot foreclose during· 
the war 9 This is practically a fore0losure. 
If anv of the shareholders wh~ ar0 debenture­
holr10rs as well like to make troublE', the State 
might be inYolved in costly la•···-uits, \Ve · 
ar0 hoping to buy a profitable minP. and we 
might bu,.- a number of lawsuits with it. 
I do not !~now ,,·bether the Crown Solicitor's 
Offic-' h.-H gone into that matter to see­
'•Yhether the debenture-holders can forE>close· 
durin >: th0 W•H. The n0xt point, perhaps, 
oa which the Minister could give us informa­
tion at once is with reg-ard to the Bill itself. 
I notice that it sa.-,-s th!' pricE> is £450.000; 
and, if that is paid. those who accept the 
monev ma.-· either take a mm of £450,000 or 
dPbci{tnru to the actual value of that amount . 
Xow. the debentures would probably be about 
one-iifth mort' than the a dual c nsh, so that 
under the Bill, although the pric-" purports 
to lw £ i50.000 in cash, it may turn out to 
be £550,000 in debentures. •vhich may go up 
or 111ft? go clown after the war. 

Hon. F. ;\fcDOC';C';ELL: That i3 " sa.-ing of 
£100,0JO to the Goovcrnnwnt. The C~overn­
nwnt are buying it practically for £350,000. 

Hox. E. W. H. FOWLES: There is a 
£1CJ.OOO !!rLmble in it. Th0 next question is : 
Is the State ah·eadv committed to the 
£235.000 for the Etherid!l"e Railway? Is that 
t.') bP po id in any case •vhether this proposal 
for £450.000 goes through or not? 

The SECRETARY FOR Mnms : They must take· 
it o.-er. 

HoN. K W. H. FOWLES: So that the 
State is already committed for the £235,000 i 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : By the agree­
ment. 
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HoN. I3. FAHEY: I was detained. at an 
importa-nt meeting from attending at the 
opening of the Council this afternoon, and 
since I have entered the Chamber I have 
been told that I have been nominated as a 
member of a proposed Select Committee to 
inquire into the merits of this Bill. That 
prevents me from having much to say on the 
subject of the Bill. Having boon nominated 
as a nlPmber of the propoJed Select Com­
mittee, I am in duty bound, from a sense of 
propriety and good taste, to refrain from say­
ing anything until such time as the com­
mittee shall have reported. 

Hox. A. A. DA YEY: \Yith the pcrmis-ion 
of the Council, I would like to have my 
name withdr.<Wll from the proposed Select 
Committee. It is said that we want ruore 
inforn1at-ion \vith regard to the wisdom or 
othenYi~c of the tr~ nsartion, but I, p0r '·on­
ally. do not \vant any mora inforn1ation. I 
shall be very plPased to attend and give 
any inforn1ation I <'an to tho committee. 

HoN. T. J. O'SHEA: I und rstand a 
quc,tion was asked of the J\Iinister, and th:Jt 
we \Vcrn to get sor..1e inforrnatioL before \ve 
decide on the matter before us. I would 
like to kn0\1 whether we can see the draft 
agreement before we commit ourselveo to 
this proposal. It-- is u •ual that the agree­
ment be prepared and apprm od by both 
sidc·s. and, if not actuallv executed, it is 
adde·d as a schedule to tho Dill, so that the 
House may have full information respecting 
the terms of the contract being entered into. 
I think that the Chamber is entitled at least 
to see the draft of the propos0d agrr-0ment, 
if the· ag-reement is not embodied as a 
schcdul0 to the Bill as -an executed docu­
ment before the Bill is pa·'3ed. 

The SECRETARY FOR :MIXES: Th.-, 
Hon. :\Ir. Fowles asked whether action could 
not be hken against the Government. That 
is a legal opinion which is not usually asked. 

Hon. P .• J. LEAHY: Cannot you give it? 
(Laughter.) 

The SECRETARY FOR :\IIl'\ES: I am a 
little bit of a bush lawver like the Hon. 
Mr. Lc.ahy, bnt on qm~.tions of this sort I 
would not attempt to give an opinion. The 
Crown Law Officers do not attempt to give 
opinions on qur•stions of this sort. 

Hon. P. J. LE\HY: You have a lawyer 
who givv> you a·dYice. 

ThP SECRETARY FOR MINES: That is 
all right, but he just gives advice to the 
Government. If an agreement is drawn up, 
it is for the debenture-holders to put them­
se! n's in a position to C'onvey their interests 
to the Governm!'nt; that is a matter for 
the debenture-holders, and not for the Go­
vernment. If the debenture-holders enter 
into an agreement to tran~fer all their rights 
to the Government, they must put themselve8 
in a poc,ition leg·ally to transfer their pro­
perty. Th'''-' mu-t know that they are able 
to get round the moratoriurn in sorne manner) 
or else thev would not <e-nter into this a::rree­
ment. I rio not think it is usnal to give all 
the details of the agreement in the Bill. I 
will find out to-morrow whether it is pos­
sible to do "'· The agreement is only in 
the rough yet. It is stat0d in the Bill that 
it is for a certain sum of money, and I sup­
pose the agreement will be drawn up in 
accordance with that arrangement. 

Question-That the words proposed to be 
omitted (Hon. P . .!. Leahy's amendment) stand 
part of the question-put and negatived. 

Question-That the words proposed to be 
inserted be so inserted-put. 

Hox. A. A. DAVEY: I would like the 
Hou,, to consent to the withdrawal of my 
name from the proposed committee. 

The PRESIDI?\G CHAIRMAN: Is it the 
plnsure of the Council that the Hon. ~'1.. A. 
Davey's name be withdrawn? 

HoNOFR\l::LE ::VlDIBERS: H<;ar, J.ear! 
Hox. P. J. LEc\HY: If it is necrssary to 

obtu.in my consent as the movr-r of the 
motion. I·have no objection. Perwnally, I 
regret it, but if the Hon. Mr. Davey chooses 
to withdra,,· his name, I have no objection. 
I b,_g to move-That the question be amended 
b the omissi'. n or the I-I on. A. A. Da.vey's 
n:mw and tiP . ub<titution therefor of the 
n ''"" of the Hon. A. H. Parnell. 

.\mendment (Jfr. ]:,Caln;'s) agreed to with 
the substitution proposed. 

Question, us amended, put and passed. 

RI'Ql:EST FOR MDTBERS OF ASSE1!BLY TO GIVE 
E \'ID EX Cc BEFORE Si!:LECT CmnnTTEE. 

On the motion of the SECRETARY FOR 
1\H;\;ES, a mcssagc ".1s ordered to be sent to 
the AssPmbly requesting t_hat leave be given 
to Hon. Edward Grannlle Theodore and 
Henry .Joscph He-an, Esq., mc'!'bers of the 
.\•.,emblv. to attend and give endence before 
the Select Committee. 

';~lAGES BILL.· 

CoxSIDERATIO:<r IN Co'•.:liiTTEE OF AssEMBLY's. 
t!l.~\-1Ef'"i:3AGE. 

(Hon. A .. A .. Darr y in the chair.) 

Clause> 6-" Jfoncys recrircd by contractor· 
not to be attached, aml to be applied in pay­
nant of N'(U'Cti dur:"-

The SECRETARY FOR 1\IIXES moved-
" That the Committee do not insist on 

their anwndment in clause 6, line 37, 
omitting the word' ' received b~-' and in­
serting the words ' due to,' and agre~ to 
the amendment proposed by the ~egisla­
tivc l,ycemblv in line 37, inserhng the 
words ' due· to or' after the word 
'monevs.' " 

Ho..,. T ... J. O'SHEA: The amendment in­
settPd bv the Committee previously had been 
mtlde after full considcrati_on and aft~r pay­
ing attention to the p,_,cuhar phraseowgy of 
the clalbC and to the fact that to attach 
monevs was onlv applicable to moneys due 
to a~ individ uai-in that inst.lnce the con­
tractor. He failed to see how they c~mld 
attach moneys once a contraC'tor. had received 
them. However, he had no desue to hamp~r 
the operations of the A~t or. to pr~vent It 
being as effective as po~Sible m the. mterests 
of the employee \vho had earned Ius wages. 
At the same time, he did not hk_r to see a 
clame go thtough which was neithet good 
law nor good sense. As already amended 
b,, the Committee the clause would achi~vo 
all the purposes desired and wo~ld pronde 
even stronger sa fegurrrds than If amended 
as proposed bv the other Chamber. Once a 
contractor had recein,d money he could not, 
conceive by what process that money coul~ 
b,, attached, but, if the "powers that be 
wantPd the clause in the form propos.ed by 
the Minister's motion, he was not gomg to­
place any obstacle in the way. 

Hon. T. J. O'Shea.l 
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HoN. P . .J. LEAHY: So far as he could 
"See there was no time limit provided. If 
that were so, a contractor might have re­
ceived money six months or twelve months 
before and have applied it to some other 
purpose and then be called upon to hand it 

--over. 

HoN. A. G. C. HAWTHORN thought the 
difficulty alluded to by the Hon. Mr. Leahy 
wa? met by _the latter part of the clause, 
whwh made 1t compulsory on the contractor 
~o "apply all "nch moneys received by him 
1n p~tyment of the wo.ges due and to accrue 
due to the workers." 

Hon. P . .J. LEAHY: But the claims mig"ht 
not come in for some considerable time after 
ha had received the money. 

HoN. A. G. C. HA WTHOR:::\: If he, did 
n?t pay a !I the moneys he received to which 
,hie employees were entitled, he would com­
mit an offence under the Act. 

Question put and passed. 

Clause 17-" To order attaching ?rages"­

The SECRETARY FOR MINES moved-
" That the Committe,, do not insist on 

their amendment in clause 17." 
Question put and pa"ed. 

Clause 21-" No set off for goods supplied 
.to worker by employcr"-

The SECRETARY FOR MINES moved-
" That the Committee do not insist on 

the omission of that part of clause 21 
contained in lines 53 to 59, page 6, and 
the words on page 7, line 1, down to and 
including the word 'wages' on line 16." 

HoN. T . .J. O'SHEA said he had a rooted 
conviction that the clan"' should go out 

and he intended to move late,: 
,[5 p.m.] on that the Committee imist on 

their amendment. 
·Question put and negatived. 

HoN. T . .J. O'SHEA moved-

" That the Committee do insist on their 
amendment to omit clause 21, because 
the clause, if retained, would be an in­
ducement to dishone;ty and would lead to 
injustice and would bP unworkable." 

Question put a.nd passed. 

Clause 25 (now 23)-" Payment of wages 
.may br made by cheque"-

The SECRETARY FOR MINES moved­

" That the Committee do not insist on 
their amendment in clause 25 (now 23)." 

HoN. P . .J. LEAHY: The Committee de­
bated the clauso at considerable length when 
thP Bill was going through that stage. They 
had Just struck out a clause because it \va.s 
unworkable, and this was an unworkable 
kind of a clause, too. If the Minister's 
motion were arrreed to, and the clause re­
stored to the form in which it came to the 
Council in the first instance it would mean 
that every employer throughout the length 
and breadth of Queensland would have to 
P':l"Y in c.ash. ,\n employer living in Birds­
ville or m somf\ other part of the \V est 300 
miles from a bank would have to pav in 
·<Jash. " 

Hon. T. M. HALL: It will be a great in­
·ducement to bushrangers. 

[Hon. P. J. Leahy. 

HoN. P . .J. LEAHY: That might be the 
object of the clause. (Laughter.) Both the 
Minister and himself had lived in the West 
long enough to know as much about the con­
ditions there as any member of the House, and 
the h:m. gentleman knew that the clause would 
be an injustice to all employers in the \V est. 

The SECRETARY FOR ::\fiNES : It says. " If such 
worker freely consents to receive such 
chequ('." 

HoN. P, .J. LEAHY: That was all right 
in the old days when th0y did not have the 
militant unionist or the disciples of the In­
dustrial \Vorkers of the World round preach­
ing the "gospel of discontent." The same 
good feeling did not exist in the \V "'t now 
that existed twenty years ago. E\·en if a 
mo .. n did get a cheque that was bad he still 
had the ordinary remedy under the :Masters 
and ::'lonants Act, and a man might be put 
in gaol in certain cases if he did not pay 
wage'·· He thought they should let the old 
sysh•m of payment by cheque continue. other­
wise it would mean a groat hardship through­
out the western portion of Queensland. 

HoN. T . .J. O'SHEA agreed with what had 
been said. If they left the clause a,s it stood, 
then when a man was leaving the service 
of his employer he could put him to a certain 
amount. of trouble and in~onvenience by 
making him go to the bank and get the 
cash, instead of accepting a cheque in pay­
ment. At the present time in the country 
where they kept paper money it was. liable 
to fire and theft. It would be an mduce­
ment to scoundrels to go round from station 
to station, and hut to hut, and rob the men 
of their eash if all payments had to be made 
in 0ash. It might lead to the robbery of 
the cash that was kept for the payment of 
the employees. "When they had members of 
the Industrial Workers of th<:> World going 
round with their knowledge of combustibles, 
even a strongroom would not be saJe. The 
Committee would make a mistake to allow 
the amendment to bo withdrawn. 

Ho~. A. G. C. HAWTHORN pointed out 
that, if a summons were issued and a verdict 
given, then an employer had to pay by draft 
or order. As the draft or order were recog­
nised after the summons was issued and a 
verdict given, surely that was a good reason 
whv pavm('nt should be permitted by draft 
or 'order before the summons was issued. 

Que,tion put and negatived. 

HoN. T . .J. O'SHEA moved-
" That the Committee do insist on their 

amendment in clause 25 (now 23), because 
no injustice can arise from payment b_y 
~heque where such modo of payment IS 

usual. 
" To make such mode of payment 

illegal would cause ne·edless and wide­
spread inconveni0nce, particularly in 
remote districts, where it is not usual, or 
safe, to keep bank notes. which are liable 
to the risk of fire and theft. 

"Under the clause. as amended by this 
House, payment by cheque will still be 
ill<>o;al exce.>ting in thoBe cases in which 
payment by cheque is the regular mode 
of pay1ne11t." 

More than £2 in silver was not legal tender, 
so that a man could refuse to accept payment 
in silver. 
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HoN. P. J. LEAHY drew attention to the 
last paragraph in the motion proposed by 
the Hon. Mr. O'Shea, as it did not express 
the meaning intended. It said, "Under the 
clause as amended by this House payment 
by cheque will be illegal," where as under 
the clause, as amended, it would be legal. 
If they left the original clause in, then pay­
ment bv cheque would be illegal, but under 
the am-endment of the Council that would 
not happen. He suggested that the words, 
" as amended bv this House" be struck out. 

Hon. 'I'. J. 0'-SHEA: It would be a mistake 
to do that. 

HoN. F. 'I'. BREN'I'::\TALL suggested that 
the word "useless" should be omitted, and 
the word " needless" inserted in its place. 

Hon. 'I'. J. O'SHEA: Very well, I will do 
that. 

HoN. P. J. LEAHY: He would suggest 
to the Hon. Mr. O'Shea the addition of the 
word " still," making part of the motion 
read "under the clause as amended by the 
Legislative Council, payment by cheque will 
still be illegal." 

Hon. T. J. O'SHEA: He would adopt the 
suggestion. 

Question, as amended, put and passed. 
Clause 28-" Consent of worker no de­

fence''-
The SECRETARY FOR MINES moved­

" That the Committee do not insist 
on the omission of clause 28." 

HoN. P. J. LEAHY: He had read the 
clause very carefully, and he did not see 
that it was going to do any good, and it 
might do some harm. It looked on the face 
of it as if it wm:e intended to give some 
protection to employees, but, in his experi­
ence, he had not found that employees had 
stood in need of any protection of this kind. 
It was true enough that it might conduce 
to law, and if law was a good thing, there 
might be something to be said in favour of 
the clause. He thought the clause was un­
necessarv, and the Council would be wise in 
deleting' it. 

Question put and negatived. 
Has. P .. J. LEAHY moved-

" That the Committee do insist on the 
omission of clause 28, because the clause 
is useless and unnecessary." 

Question put and passed. 
Clause 29 (now 26)-" This part not to 

apply in certain cases"-

The SECRETARY FOR MINES moved-
" That the Committee do not insist on 

their amendments in clause 29 (now 
clause 26), on page 9, lines 3 and 4, and 
line 15." 

Hox. P. J. LEAHY thought they ought 
to insist on their amendment in this clause. 
They had debated it fully before, and he 
did not wish to argue the matter. 

Question put and negatived. 
[5.30 p.mj 
HoN. P. J. LEAHY moved-

" That the CommitteP do insist on 
their amendments, because the amend­
ments are not only rea~onable in them­
edve3, but, if they were not made, there 
would be serious and needless dislot' ction 
in the ordinary and approved conditions 
that obtain in places remote from towns 
or cities." 

Question put and passed. 

Clause 30 (now 27)-" 1Vorkers not enter­
ing into .<:;r,rr Fee according to ag1·eem,ent,.. 
absenting themselves, etc."-

The SECRET.\RY FOR MINES moved­
" That the Committee do not insist on, 

their amendment in clause 30 (now 27)." 

HoN. T. .J. O'SHEA: The amendment 
made by the Council was a reasonable one­
because it made the penalty in subclause (b} 
.agree with the penalties provided in sub­
clauses (a) and (c). 

Question put and negatived. 

HoN. T. J. O'SHEA moved-
" That the Committee do insist on 

their amendment in clause 30 (now 27) 
because the penalty provided in the­
amendment is identical with that pro­
vided in subclauses (a) and (c) of the 
clause for a similar offence, and the· 
amount of such penalty is merely a maxi­
mum and may be reduced to a farthing· 
if the court think fit." 

Question put and passed. 

Clause 38 (now 36)-" Pou·er of court to­
determine all questions, etc.; rules of 
court"-

The SECRE'I'ARY FOR MINES moved-
" That the Committee agree to the 

amendment proposed by the Legislative 
Assembly in clause 38 (now 36) proposing 
to insert ·in lieu of the words omitted by 
the Legislative Council the following 
words:-' and by such rules of court 
provision may be made for carrying into 
effect the objects of this Act. By such 
rules the limit in amount of any costs 
recoverable in any such proce·edings may 
be fixed.'" 

HoN. T. J. O'SHEA: This seemed to be 
a further attempt to legislate by regulation. 
He was sorry the Minister had not giv·en 
them an opportunity of scanning the effect 
of the amendment proposed by the Assembly 
before submitting his motion. He had no 
desire to hamper the administration of the 
Act, but he looked with a certain amount 
of suspicion upon government by regulation. 
In this case it might be harmless, but he 
suspected it. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The 
effect of the amendment proposed by the 
Assembly in substitution for the amendment 
previously made by the Committee was that 
the court would make rules for carrying 
into effect the provisions of the Act. Hon. 
members objected to the Governor in Council 
having power to carry out the object' of the 
Act by regulation, and this was the alterna­
tive proposed by the Assembly. 

HoN. P. J. LEAHY: On looking through 
the Bill he was doubtful whether the rules of 
court were to be made by the Supreme Court, 
"" the D1stnct Court, or whether every police 
court would have power to make its own 
rules. If the Minister could satisfy him 
that the rules would bP made by the Supreme 
Court, or even by the District Court, he 
would have no objection to accepting the 
Assembly's proposed amendment, but he had 
the strongest objection to the amendment 
if it would give power to every petty debts 

lion. P. J. Leah;z;'.] 
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eourt to make its own rules. He suggested 
the addition of the words "provided such 
rules are made by the Supreme Court." 

The SECRETARY FOR JYII:::\ES pointed 
out that the clause made no alteration at all 
from the pre"•nt method of making rules, 
because the rules that were made in the 
inferior courts had to be approved by one 
of the superior courte. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: The Governor in Coun­
'()il makes the rules for the inferior courts. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: But 
they had to b~ approved afterwards by the 
District Court judges. 

HoN. C. F. NIELSON: The ::\-finister was 
correct in his explanation. The rule'• of 
court that now existe·d, whether in the higher 
courts or in the small debts court, would 
apply to procee.dings under this Act. It 
also said in the clause that provision might 
be made bv such rules. The authoritv that 
now made 'the rules would still make- them. 
'That was clPar. The clause did not empower 
any parti<'ular court to make any rules. 
When a procee·ding under the Wages Bill 
got into a court-the sma 11 debts court, per­
baps, or, if the amount was large enough, 
ihe District Court, or even the Supreme 
·Court-the judge of the sunerior court would 
approve of the rules. The authority for 
making the rules ·and altering or extending 
,existing rules, if necessary, to cover proceed­
ings under this Act. still existed. It was 
perfectly dear that magistrates and justices 
had no power to make any rules. 

HoN. T. J. O'SHEA suggested, as a wav 
of getting over the difficulty, to move as fol­
lows:-

" That the Committee do insist on their 
amendment, but offer to accept the offer 
made by the Leg-islative Assembly pro­
vided that the following words be added 
thereto-namely, 'All such rules shall 
be made by the Supreme Court.' " 

The Supreme Court could make all the rules 
just the same as the District Court now made 
them, and the Supreme Court would make 
them as soon as the Act came into force. It 
would not create any difficulty whatever, but 
would simplify the procedure, as it would 
ensure to the public that the rules would 
be made by the Supreme Court and not by 
the Ministry of the day. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: If he 
ac~epted the suggestion of the Hon. Mr. 
O'Shea, it would give the Supreme Court 
power to make rules for all existing courts, 
inclU>ding the District Courts and everything 
ehe. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: That would not be a 
bad thing. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The 
District Court judges made their own rules 
now, and also approved of any rules made 
by the lower courts. Did they want to take 
away that power from the District Court 
judges, because that was what the sugges­
tion of the Hon. Mr. O'Shea meant? That 

[Hon. P. J. Leaky. 

would mean that only the Supreme Court 
could make rules. As the Hon. Mr. Nielsen 
pointed out, the clause did not alter the 
present method of making rules of court. 

All rules of court made by lower 
[6 p.m.] courts had to be approved by a 

District Court judge, and when 
there was no alteration being made in the 
existing Act, why should they say that only 
t.he Supreme Court should make the rules? 

Ho:-; C. F. NIELSON: The Hon. Mr. 
O'Shea. knew perfectly well that the court 
was selected <lccording to the amount in­
volved in the case. The jurisdiction of the 
different courts was limited; and the ques­
tion of costs varied with the amount involved. 
If an employee who had a claim for wages 
to the amount of £10 or upwards thought 
his employer had no goods or chattels but 
knew that he owned land, he did not sue 
him in the Small Debts Court, because the 
Small Debts Court bailiff could not levy on 
land : but he went into the District Court, 
wher(, a daim of £10 would carry costs and 
enable the successful plaintiff to have re­
course against the land. The ruks of pro­
cedure in the District Court were lai·d down 
by tho District Court judges, ana, if they 
found it necessary to frame further rules 
through legislation w hi eh was passed they 
would frame them. The Hon. Mr. O'Shea 
was throwing the onus on the Supreme Court 
to frame rules of procedure for the District 
Court, when th0 District Court Act specifi­
cally gave power to its own judges to ·frame 
their own ruh•s. If the Hon. Mr. O'Shea 
wanted to provide a safeguard against magis­
trates making rules, he might specify in his 
amendment th<lt rules in the Small Debts 
Court should be framed bv the District Court 
judges: but there was no occasion to inter­
fere with rules for Supreme Court or Dis­
trict Courts because each of those courts 
made its own rules. If the amendment were 
passed they would interfere with the statu­
tory power of Supreme Court judges, who 
could alreadv make statutory regulations for 
their own courts. 

HoN. T. J. O'SHEA: He had no desire 
to hurrv the matter, and would let it st<wd 
over for consideration, hut he certainly ob­
jected to rules being made by magistrates. 

The Council resumed. The TEYlPORARY 
CHAIRMAN reported progress, and the Com­
mittee obtained leave· to sit again to-morrow. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I beg 
to move-That the Council do now adjourn. 
The first business to-morrow will be to dis­
pose of the amendments in the Wages Bill, 
next the consideration in Committee of the 
Assembly's message of 22nd December on the 
Income Tax Act Amendment BilL and then 
the R''gularion of Sugar Cane Prices Act 
Amendment Bill in Committee. I would like 
to remind hon. memhNs Jhrt nnder the 
alteration of the Sessional Order the Coun­
cil now meets at half-past 2 o'clock. We 
have not much work to do, and I think we 
can finish it this week if we settle down 
to do it. 

Question put and passed. 

The Council adjourned at eight minutes 
past 6 o'clock. 




