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1972 Gas Btll. [ASSEMBLY.] Q,uestions. 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

'WEDNESDAY, 22 NovEMBER, 1916. 

The SPE<KER (Hon. W. McCormack, Cairns) 
tcok the chair at half-past 3 o'clock. 

QUESTIONS. 

DWLPHT SIVING BILL. 

Mr. PETRIE' (Toombul) asked the Pre
mier-

" Taking into consideration the serious
nE'ss of the present coal strike, is it the 
intention of the Government to at once 
introduce a Daylight Saving Bill?" 

'rhe PRE:31I11R (Hon. T. J. Ryan, Barcoo) 
replied-

" Not at prBecnt." 
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THE 'TREASURCll f"iD THE CONFERENCE BETWEEN 
p ASTOR\LISTS AND THE AUSTRALIAN 
\YORKERS' lJrno~. 

Mr. SlY A Y::\JE (JI irani) asked the Pre· 
nlter-

" 1. Is it a fact (as stated in certain 
J\" cw South Wale•· papers) that the 'Trea· 
surer, the Hon. E. G. 'I'heodoro alone or 
in conjunction with Mr. Dunst'an, rePreM 
sented the Australian vVorkers' l:nion at 
a conferenc8 between the pastoralists and 
the Australi"n ·workers' Union held in 
Sydney la•·t week? 

'' 2. \Vill he inform the House the 
object. of the conference, and in what 
capacity the Treawrer attended such con· 
ference. if no~ as r<Ypresentative of the 
Australian \Yorkers' lJnion ?" 

The PREMlEP- replied-
" 1 and 2. 'This matter does not offi· 

cially concem the Chief Secretary, con· 
sequently, I would suggest that the hon. 
meinber jnquirc· else\vhore." 

LEGAL FEES TO ATTORNEY-GENERAL. 

Mr. SWAY:\'E asked the Premier-
" 1. Did the expenditure of £3,160 674 

mentioned in paragraph 110 of 'the 
Auditor-General's report include any pay· 
ments for !egal fee' to the Attornev· 
General, or any other counsel or to a~v 
public servant or servants, for service 
rendered? 

"2. If m, will he give the particulars 9 

The PREJ\UE'R replied
" 1. No. 
"2. Se·e ans,:Yer to No. 1." 

RAILWAY ALTERATIO>rS ON ACCOUNT OF COAL 
STRIKE. 

Mr. H. L. HAH.'TLEY (Fitzroy) asked the 
Secretary for Railways-

" 1. How lY any trains have been re· 
moved from the ordinary timetable in 
force at the time of the alteration of the 
train running, for the allege·d threatened 
shortage of eo a 1 caused by the coal strike 
-(a) In the Northern Division; (b) in 
the Centml Division; (c) in the Southern 
Division'? 

"2. (1) How many guards engine· 
drivers,. and firemen have be~n put off 
the! trams on the above account? (2) 
How many men have been dispensed with 
in the railway service, consequent on the 
altemtion of the timet.tbles and what 
were their occupations? ' 

"3. \Vh<tt werf' the numbers in each 
divi-'ion of teP State-viz., Northern, 
Central, and Southern-whose service; 
were so dispensed with, if any?" 

The SEf'RET\RY FOR RAILWAYS 
iHon. J. H. Coyne, Warrego) replied

" 1. (a) 26; (b) 19; (c) 174." 
" 2. (1) 287; (2) 114. 
"3. Northern Division, 23 temporary 

labouret;s; Central Division, 38 tempor· 
ary laoourere, 1 temporary clerk; 
Southern DiYision, 59 temporarv 
lubourcrs. The present timet' ble w,;s 
necett"ary to conserve the limite·d coal 
£tacks helcl hy the ·departme·nt, owing to 
the indefinite duration of the strike, not 

on account oi the ' alleged ' threatened 
shortage nf coal as stated by the ho!!. 
n1e1nber." 

PERIODS OF SERYICE OF ATTORNB~YS·GENERAL. 

:VIr. PETRIE, in the absence of Mr. 
Roberts, asked the Attorney-General-

" For wh:tt period did Sir S. W. 
Griffith hold office as Solicitor-General 
and Attorney-General; Hon. 'T. J. 
Bvrnes ~s Solicitor-General and Attornev· 
General; Sir Arthur Rutledge as Atto.r· 
ney-General; Hon. J. \V. Blair as 
Attorney-Gene~al and Secretary for 
Mines; Hon. T O'Sullivan as Attorney· 
General; Hon. T. J. Ryan as Chief Se~
retary and Attorney-General?" 

The A'T'I'ORNJ~Y-GENERAL (Hon. T. J. 
B.yan, Barcao) rer>liGd-

" 'The ho n. member is referred to the 
' Blue Book' and the ' Queensland 
Go,-ernmont Gazettes.' No doubt the hon. 
member will have mor·c leisure time to 
ascertain such details than I have." 

ATTORNEY-GENERAL'S FEES FOR GENERAL 
LITIGATION. 

Mr. MORGAN (Murilla) asked the Pre· 
mie'r-

" 1. \Vill he give short particulars of 
the items constituting the sum of £113 
15s. paid to the Attorney-General for 
general litigation as mentioned in page 
43 of the; Auditor-General's report? 

"2. Will he also explain why the sum 
of £113 15s. RO largely exceeded the 
aggreg<tn sum of £92 2s. 9d. paid to Pro· 
fessor Harrison Moore, of the Victorian 
l1a r: Mr. H. H. Henchman. of the 
Queenshnd bar: and MBssrs. Blake and 
Riggall, t;,., Victorian solicitors, all of 
whom acted for the Queensland Govern· 
mcnt in the matter?" 

'Ihe PREMIER replied
" 1. No. 
"2. No.'" 

ExPEc-;SES OF ATTORNEY·GEKERAL'S VISIT TO 
ENGLA>fD. 

Mr. MORGA::\i asked the Assistant 
:rYiinistet· for .J ttstice-

" \Vhat steamer, traYolling. or hotnl 
expenses. if any. were paid hy the 
Department of .T ustice in connection with 
the Yisit of the Attorney·General to 
England in the early pcn·t of the present 
vear. apart from the sum cf £1.835 3s. 
9d.. stated on thP 7th September. 1916, 
to have been paid in respect of the 
Prcrnier's party?" 

Hox. J. A. FIHELLY (Paddingtor) 
replied-· 

'' ~onn.." 

E.'CPEXSES oF CROWN SoLIGITOR'g YISIT TO 
ENGLAND. 

Mr. ::\fORGAN asked the Assistant 
:Yiinistcr for Jus tic&-· 

"\Vhat .,.tca1n~r, travellin;?,·. or hotel 
expp.nses, if any. ''Tere paid hy the
De-partn1ent of Justice in cor.11ection \vith 
the visit of the Crown Solicitor to Eng· 
land in the Nnlv part of the presc'1t 
yev.r, apart from· the sum of £1,835 3s. 
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9d .. stated on the 7th Sentembcr. 1916, 
to 'haYC hc:cn pnid in resp1~ct of the 
Prcrnicr's party ?n 

Ho:;. J. A. FIHELLY replied-
" The cxpensF'~ of the Crown Solicitor 

a mounted to £62: 153. 5cl •-

CO\'ERX1!ENT j'.-JOTOR CAll OF L<EIDIAX 
:\'lANUFACTURE. 

Ml'. PETRIE, in th<' ab.cnce of :'vir. 
;,:lu1·1 .·hy) asked the~ Prcntier-

" \Yi11 hf: nanH' the Goverr~went nwto::.·
l.iT ~ 'hich he s:tid ·was cf German Inanu
fr:.t:·t·.re. and the year in \vhich it ,,\·a:· 
lJUrcbascd;" · 

The PRE:\1IER replied-
,· \s it n1ight be su~rgf'st- d. that the 

honourable nH:rn11cr C'lHlC'a\·ouring to 
dt'nrivc thP hon1 In ember for 
:\I! rani nf any £ r~d1t in rogard to this 
~nattc'r, in iusti<:t' to the lrth-:r I n1ust 
ask hi111 tO await the incptiries I arn 
instituting aJ t.h0 1attcr · gentleman's 
in'r _,_nee. (See ' ... ~lob:-s and Proceedings.' 
::\o. 40, 15th November, 1916.)" 

FEES PAID TO ATTOR"irY-GEKERcH, FOR SER\'ICES 

IX ExGL\XD. 

Mr. GUNN (Carnarvon) asked the Pre
mier-

" 1. Did not th0 Att'lrnev-Gencral, 
vvhen in England, npp< .\r on, behalf of 
the Attorney-Gt:'nera1 for Queensland in 
a c...._sc- again~t the CommoniYe~dth in 
rcepect to the powers of the Federal 
Govcrnrnent to tax St.a to p1·ope rty ? 

" 2. \Vhat fees. if uny, IYCre l'·1id or 
.ngreed to be paid in re:·,~1cet thereof to 
the AHnrncy-General--(a) Bv tho Go
vernment: (b) by any other person?" 

The PHEMIER rep!i<'rl-

" 1. The A Hornev-Genc: '11 (instruded 
h:. the solicitor-- , representing Gokls
lJroug·h, :'.Iort, 1nd Co.) appear8d for the 
Attomey-Gencral of Queensland at the 
relation of Me&.:irs. Goldsbrough, :Nlort, 
and Co. and for Golclsbrough, Mort, and 
Co. on an application for special leave 
to appeal to the Privy Council against 
the decision of the High Court of Aus
tralia on the que·.tion of the pmYer of 
the Common we 2Ith to impose certain 
taxes. 

"2. (u) No fee:; >,\'ere pnid or egreed 
tn be paicl by the Govmnmcnt. (I>) the 
solicitors for Goldsbrough, Mort. and 
Co. arc re()ponsible for pa::~n1ent of an~v 
foes due in respect to the application, 
the payment of 'which doe' not concern 
the public in any ''--·'Y-" 

ALL[GED ARRANGEMEXT WITH ::V1R. H. H. 
HEJ\TH~HN IN " EAs·rERX " CARF. 

Mr. GUN); asked the Assi't<i'lt :\iinister 
for ,J uetice---

" 1. Is it not "" fact that the late 
Government. thmugh the Crown Solici
tor. had arranged with Mr. H. H. 
Fhnchman, ihe counsel who ha{l_ repre
sented the Queeneland Government there
tofore throughout the litigation, to visit 
England to represent. it in ihc · Eastern' 
case? 

"2. r,, it not 0 fnct that tho fee 
arranged "\\ ns in th~ ncjgh~ )nurhood of a 
thousand Q."uinl'U!3, and was t.::) royer all 
travelling ... Cxp(·n::~·~? 

"3. \Vhat ,,~ere tlit? rPason~· fnr can~cll
ing such an a 'lf!Pl11C'~:.t ? " 

Hox .. T A. FUIELLY rnplied--
,; 1. J\T~J. 

'' 2 and 3. 

PAPER. 

-, .... 

The following p<cper, laid on t]p table, w~:'3 
ordered to bo primpd :-

Sixteenth anr.ual report of the BurcJ.u of 
Sugar E~,._pr:_·rim(•ntal Statio11:3. 

ST \LLI02\'S HEGISTRATIO:\ BILL. 

IKITL\TIOK. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICrLTURE 
(Hon. iY. Lennon, Hrrbert): I move-

" That tho House will, at its next sit
ting, rc~olvc itsdf into a ConHnittee of 
the \Vhoic to consider of the desirableness 
of introduciug a Bill to improve the 
breed of hor'2S, and for other incidental 
ptu~poseF " 

1'he leader of the Opposition has called "Not 
formal " to this motion, no doubt for the 
purpos<=.: of elieTting sornc inforn1ation re
garding it. ThP Bill proposes to impose a 
tax of £5 prer head on all stallions. It also 
l'rovides for the appointment of board•,, 
whoee function it will be to go to ,-ar'ious 
ci1stricts for the purpose of deciding what 
stallions shall be cl a, <eel as breeding stallions_ 
'1 he fund ru,iscd bv the tax will be used in 
the first place t<J pay the expenses of these 
•'xaminations, and from the surplus left pay
ments vYill be made to the owners of high
chss stallions which are successful in win
ning the premiums awarded by these com
petent boards, the object being to encourage 
borsebrecders to in1port the very best blood 
f,·om abroC~d and thereby bring about im
proved strains in all classes of horses. The 
owners of premium stallions will receive a 
subsidy from the funds, and premiums will be 
paid, as far as the funds will permit, in rela· 
ri,•n to the quality of the horses. Some person 
may introduce a horse at very grc:>t cost, 
and if that horse wins a premiun1 he may 
l'CC"~iYP £1QQ, £2QQ, Ol' £300, af'C''JJ"Jing to the 
< apabilities of the funde, and the owner will 
be compelled to !liVe the services of hif- horse 
to certain selected mares at a low fee, 
r ossibly £2 2s., and the stallion will bo pro
hibited from serving more than five mare·, for 
one owner. The effect will probably be that 
11igh-class horses will be spread throughout 
tne length and breacltr of the land, and 
will serve mares at th8 lowe,t possible cost. 
If an;T dispute arises in connection with any 
of the matters nwntionod, an appeal will lie 
to the Minister, who will haYe some discre
tionary po\vor in regat'ld to feE.£. Those are 
the main fea"cm·es of the Bill. 

HoN. J. TOLJ\1IE (Toowoomba): 'I'his is a. 
question that has been discussed in the House 
on quite a number ot occasions, and also a 
question that has been taken up by mon who 
ha vP a keen dooiro to see the br•eed of horses 
improved in the State, and who haYc a very 
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"·icle knowleuge cf their bucine .,, too. If 
th·· hon. e:entlo1 .an "ill reaJ the debates 
that ha vc ·-taken D la re· in cvnnc..;tion 'v ith 
this subject, lw wiil find plenh- vf food for 
reflect-ion. But ho1v is hE- going to in1proY<' 
the brood of stallions i12 Queensland bv put-
ting on a tax oi £5 a head? • 

The· SECREl'ARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Improye 
the breed of horses. 

Hox. J. TOLMIE: To improye the> breed 
of horses you mu·st flr.•t of all improYo the 
breed of stallion'' If he is going to in1posc 
a license <ce of £5 me st of the stallions now 
doing busir.t ;s in Queensland will continue 
to do bneinF.ss, and there ic not likPiv to be 
much impr•wcrncnt. l think the Brll \Yill 
prove a ver.' intcn~sbng measure when it i 
bwught forwaHl, and will, no doubt, afford 
plenty of op,Jortnnirics for criticism. 

11r. MORU.Al\: I am Yery sorry that the 
Bill is not Irl•'ro comtc•·ohensive. 

The SF<'llE' \RY FOR ii.GRICUL'IURE: \Vait till 
you see it. 

Mr. 1IORCAN: I am Eimpl,v g-oing on the 
c-x;1lanation gi,rn ''' the Minister, which 
Ehows tlw' ~1: the Dill contains ie a tax of 
£5 on stallir ns. 

The SECRf'.lARY FOR AGRICULTURE: ThosC' 
who own bru;nbies w!l! not pay the tax anJ 
will get rid of them. 

::\lr. M OR GAl\: Tt:P hon. gentleman did 
not sa? whPJher the Bill provides for a tax 
on those who 0"\1 n t)n1n1bies for their own 
use as >Yell as a tax on etallions for public 
service. 

The SEcngrARY Fvll AGRICULTURE: They 
may kGep th.._m for tl·~~ir own use. 

::\1r. ::\IORGAN: That will not improYe the 
breed of her. es, a I might own a brnmb,· 
stallion, ,nd J,;ut him t<• 100 marc•, and brecJ 
lOO bru1nt~c . 

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem
ber is not in order 1.1-:. discussing details at 
this stage. 

:\h. ::\lOHGA::\': I recognise something 
shoLJld be done to improve tho breed of 
hors• , iu Queensland, but, unfortunat. 1,-. 
this Bill is only goi11g to be one of those 
pettifogging InPa.sun J introduced to h 1 l'U:c::i 
those wl10 are doing their lcYP1 hest to 
rlevelop Queensland. Only recentl:-· a com· 
m:o.ion sat in ::\Ielbourne in respect to the 
ln·eNl of horst•s. ut which the different Sl!tes 
in Australia were represented. Queensland 
\Yas rcprcse~1tcd b~~ a V('ry ahle man in the 
pc1·son uf l.lr. Bayncs. 1 follovn:>d t!le pro
CC('ding~ of that conunission very closd:-, 
and 1nanv of the recommendations made bv 
the- ron1~nis~ion \vcrc Yer:v £-ino, and tl1e 
:\Iinister would be wise if he adopted mam' 
of the suggf -;tiol18 m:_,de. Instc -Ld of bring
ing do',\ n a paltry tin pot afiair like this Bill. 
he should introduce something comprehcn
siYC'. \'/c n1ust start at the VCl'y foundation. 
and not onlv tax a few stallionP. There arf.' 
more horses.brcd in Queensland from private 
ctallions tlvn from stalliollF offered ftw 
pu ~lie service. I hope, if this BiU is not up 
to cxpcctutions, that the :Minister .,,·il1 with
dra-w it. and lf h,_ has not tin1e this Yea~ 
he 1vill later on bring do-..Yn soJn,_ thing 'th;_t 
1vill he of perrnancnt benefit to QneeL~land. 

HoN. W. D. AR:YfSTRO::'\G (T,ocl-yer): I 
Hrn ~orF that tho Bill as outlined by tl,e 
lviiui~tt r i'3 not ,,·idr-1· in its applicttion. \Ve 

haYC alwavs had a bottN class of stallions 
than man:-, in Queen,land, and I hope the 
srojld of the Dill 'Yill be widened so that 
:-,oitlething, can be done 1o induce o\Yners to 
introduce'- into tho State high-class nutrcs. 
After· the South .J,frican y ar. as the 
}Iini'3tc:r kno\V'' tlterc was -'l:t gn._tt dearth of 
horses in Queensland. 

}lr. BERTRA3-I: A '-!Teat Jcarth of ma-·es, 
too. 

Ho: .. W. D. ARMSTRO:"\G: The <'onse
cluoncc \Yas that alrnost any Jnare at all ""~.:-_ts 
bred h·onl. lt would be wise for the J\Iini~~: er 
to gi \'e .:,omc consideration to the q ue:ition 
cf giYiu~ a premium or a bonus of some 
-qrt for the introduction of fn ·:--t-ela ss 1112. os. 

:,\h. FORSYTH :.1Iurrumba): At the 
p-'osent time the_ pOOl) le :vho are,. breeding 
hor::;p-; get no satl~ f..::-"cuon 1n broccung . th: n;, 
as the price of hor ·Os at the prc,cHt tlllW rs 
YCl'V lo\\. 

'I~hc SECR8TARY FOl\ AGR!Ct::LTGRE: Because 
ol the deterioration in horses. 

::\lr. FORSYTH : 1 know ccrbin own~ers 
,y]lo have paid over 400 guinea~ to get the 
beot duss of horse' suitable for export, and 
at the present time horses of alwost any 
kind arc an absolute d!'ug on the 1narkot. 

}h. I3ERTRA:I1: That does not uuply to 
draughts. 

'Yh-. FORSYTH: I am caying what I 
kno1.\' to be true, as 1 arn speaking of hot es 
thn.t I havo an i11tnru~t in. Tfu? value of 
ho. scs has gone ·down an enorrnous extent, 
so thut there- is no encouragement for an~·one 
to get high-,cla·~ "· stock at the prt>scnt t1111e. 
It is £. good thing to irnp:t<-~ve the bre(x~ of 
horses, but nobod:v is going to e1:tc1~. 1n~o 
that busines., unlc~s they see sornetl11_1:g ~n 1t, 
and T do not see i:hat the Bill is likely to 
as-;j·t in that direction very rnuch. I ha~~e 
no doubt that the idinister brought the B1ll 
in \•:ith the very best intentions to tr:', and 
imln·ov~ tho breed of horses in QL!Consland, 
but I have very great doubts whether the 
Bill -,rill do 'shat the ),Iinistor expect~ of rt. 

Mr. SW"\ Y).JE : There is no doubt that 
the horses, eepccially saddle hor•,es. in .::\us~ 
tralia arc very inferior to \Vh<t~ they \V0rc 

fortY years ago. So fa_r as 1 can g:1th~r,. ~he 
l3i11 only concern'! stallions, and the ~~1111~ .. cr 
propo~:eS to effect an imp]·ovcJn_ent 111 that 
direction by n1cans of a prenuun1. systtrn. 
The prerrtiurn system has been long· Hl voguH 
in diffor-'nt part.s of the world. In Sc?tlawl. 
where the ('hdo,daleo arc bred. Jt \•. •1S 

largely throug·h that. system that the breed 
was brought up to rts present standard of 
pedection. In Victoria the l?romium so:stcm 
is in vogue, and as fur as rt goes 1t 1s an 
pifcrtive mPans of itnproving the ln, eel of 
l;oJ :--' ~: but other factors are rPqnire·d~ anrl 
as far- as we can gathrr the Bill dod not 
touch upon them. One of t_he fi!·"t r~qms1tes 
is a n1arket. The dotenora~1on 1s most 
noticeable-:! in regard to saddlu horsf'S, and 
all who have had exllerienc-, in that regard 
, ill agree that the thoroughbred is the 
source from which the bc't saddle horses are 
bred, and it 'ecmc- to mce the trouble in that 
c1nn _ ction is largely owing to the trPnd ?f 
horscra.cing for a number of yearr, the .drs· 
poeition being to have short races and lrght 
1reights. 

Tb.•. SPEAKER·. Order'· The hon. mcm· 
ber \\~ill havo an opportunity of discuss~ng 
those n1atters on the second reading 

Mr. Swayne.l 
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Mr. S\VA YNE: I only desire to expre,s 
reg-rot that the Bill does not deal with these 
mattDrs. The hon. member for Carnarvon 
year after year l110Vf-'d for the introduction 
of le~isl<J_tion on this que5tion, which, if it 
had . bc-"n «dopted, W(JUld have met the 
reqm rmocnts I have just mentioned. I am 
sorry that the Bill does not touch on that 
aspect of the question. 

Mr. VOWLES (Dalb)l): ~ am glad to ;;eo 
some for~ of. leg1slat~on IS being brought 
foi~ward m this dJreotwn. My predecessor, 
the late Hon. J. T .. Bell, spoke in this 
House. o_n many occasiOns on this subject. 
and h1s. lclc:> was a tax on stallions. This is 
a Pr('_mmm on :;;tallions, •although there is a 
tax m r;onnecbon with it. His idea was 
that slallwns should not be allowed for public 
use for st_ud purposes unless they were up 
to a ccrtam standard. That seems to me to 
!'et at the bottom of the business, as there 
IS no doubt a number of horses that are 
used for stud purposes in Queensland are 
very defective. 

_The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: This Bill 
w1ll prevent it. 

Mr. VOWLES: I do not know that it will. 
It seems to me all you have to do is to pay 
a foe of £5. ' 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: They 
will not be allowed to stand for service unless 
they are ftt. 

Mr. VOWLES: As far as that goes, I know 
of show horses that have passed the veteri
nary surgeon at one show and could not 
p_ass the test at. ano~hor show. If the reputa
tiOn of a stallwn IS not of the sounde,t it 
''ppc:us to me that his earning power ceases 
The hon. mem?er for Lockyer made a very 
w~rt_hy st:ggE:st!on to the effect that when the 
~ImJSter 1s takmg this matter into considera
tiOn he should not forget the importance of 
mares. It is a uotorious fact that when the 

Japanese buyers came here a few 
[4 p.m.] years ago the animals they were 

after were mares of the best 
class. The rf'sult is that thoy are now doing 
~he Indian trade that we used to do, and that 
IS why we have not got a market for our 
hors~s. On the question of inferior horses, 
I th1nk the suggestion came from a mernber 
on th_e Treasury b<:nches that we ought to 
take mto cons1derat10n the question of using 
then: as '!'"at. That is the quickest way of 
gettmg r1d _of the culls. and I shoul-d sav 
t~:•t ~ometh:ng ought to be done in tha't 
d1reetwn qu1ekly. If the department would 
lead the way by importing horses, I think 
t~oy ~muld be _making a move in the right 
d1re~h?n, but 1f they are merely going to 
su?s1d1oe own~rs_, or if the owners are merely 
gomg to su~s1d1sc themselves, it means that 
~he men w1th the most money, who can 
Import the most valuable horses, are going 
to reap the benefit. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Do not 
forget that the board may fix the fee at 
p~rhaps, £2 2s. That will benefit the public; 
w1ll 1t not? 

. Mr. yowLES: Do you mean to say that 
1f you Import a shllion ---

The SPEAKER: Order ! The hon. mem
ber is discussing the details of the measure. 

M;r. VOWLES: At ~ny rate, they should 
be,m at home, and If they import good 
blo?d horsN others would probably follow 
their lead. 

Question put and passed. 

[Jlfr. Swayne. 

VETERINARY SURGEONS BILL, 

I:-<lTIATION 

. The S_ECRETARY FOR AGRICULTCRE, 
Ill ll10Ying-

" That the House will, at its next sit
ting, rcsoln1 it,elf into a Committee of 
the 'Whole to 'cmsider of the desirable
ness of introducin!l' a ~ill to make provi· 
:=.:ton for the registration of votorinarv 
surgeons and to regulate the practice o'f 
that calling," 

'aid: This Bill is requir£ d in order to tr-
to have some sort of qualification for people 
who call themselves veterinary surgeons. 

Hon. \V. D. c\RMSTRONG: How many <>re 
there in Queensland ? " 

'fhe SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
There are only nine at the present time 
properly qualified, but there are a great 
number who 'are 'practising without ,the 
necessary qualifications. 

Hon. J. ToL~HE: And five of those nine are 
in the Government service. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
There are !practically Dnly Jour in the 
Government service at the present time. 
Oth<;rs who did belong to the Government 
servwe are away. There are two in Too
woomba, two in Rockhampton, one in 
Townsvi!le, and three in Brisbane, usually, 
b1;1t some. are away at the front. The Bill 
will provide that any one coming along with 
proper qualifications will be admitted on 
application. It also provides that those 
persons who have been recognised as veterin
ary surgeons an_d_ considered worthy, and 
have bet;n praotJsmg for three years, may 
be permitted to come under the Bill. Of 
course, everyone who is practising will not 
be recognised. I think that in that case the 
Bill will be a very grc'a t service. In some 
remote d<;gree, _it is practically a COJ?1plement 
to the Bill whwh we have been discussing. 
Of course, an additional ·reason why it is 
necessary is that in New South \Vales thev 
have a Chair of Veterinary Science at the 
University, and I think they also have a 
veterinary school at Melbourne. The effect 
is that those States do not recognise people 
who are not qualified, and many of those 
people have come across to Queensland, and 
therefore we have more than our proper share 
of that particular kind of horse doctor if I 
might so describe them. I do not think I 
need 'ay anything more. It is simply a Bill 
to qualify veterinary surgeons. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE : I simply rise for the 
purpose of asking the Minister if he will 
not, bet,,·een now and to-morrow, consider 
the_ advisableness of withdrawing the Bill, as 
It IS most absurd and preposterous that the 
time of Parliament should be taken up in 
dealing with nine veterinary surgeons, four 
of whom are in the Government service. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: We want 
to deal with a much larger number . 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: There are hundreds 
and hundreds of men who may be of great 
use to stook owners in different parts of 
QuAensland. We will take Dalbv. If a man's 
horse is sick at Dalby, he does not want to 
come to Brisbane or Toowoomba. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICCLTURE: You can 
have your horse doctor. We will noi 
interfere. 
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HO;)!. J. TOLMIE: If you are going to 
protect these nine, surely it must be at the 
expense of the others. The number has 
increased by about 50 per cent. in the last 
three years. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : The 
number of properly qualified men has de
creased. The number of men not properly 
qualified has increased. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: When we arrive at 
such a position that we have to introduce 
legislation for the purpose of dealing with a 
profession that is on the down grade,--

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Nothing 
of the kind. Be serious if you can. 

Ho:;-. J. TOLMIE: The hon. member 
ought to he serious, and not introduce Bills 
of this sort. I hope be will withdraw it. 

Mr. VOWLES: It seems to me it is rather 
unneces~ary to introduce legislation to deal 
with such a small body of the community. 
If it is simply a Bill ?ealing with registra
tion, and the recogmbon of the veterinary 
surgeons in Queensland, like the Medical 
Board, who can make regulations amongst 
themselves, no harm is done. But, if it is 
going to interfere with the large numbers 
of men in Queensland who have some skill 
in treating stock and sometimes do it for 
nothing-for instance, these men will attend 
to your sick cow or your sick dog--

The i'JECRETARY FOR AGRICt;LTURE : We will 
not interfere with them. 

Mr. VOWLES : What is the good of the 
Bill then ? These men all hold diplomas. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: No, they 
do not. 

Mr. VOWLES: They do. They have got 
their dipltomas mostly in Dublin, some of 
~hem in Scotland. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Nearly 
all the veterinary surgeons here are from 
England. 

Mr. VOWLES: I have even heard members 
of the Government party say that the quack 
doctor should be allowed to ply his trade. 
Surely if the homeopaths are to .be allowed 
to deal out medicines for human beings, the 
men I refer to should be allowed to ply their 
trade. The same thing applies to registered 
nurses and the country midwife:" This Bill 
apparently only deals with seven men, and 
the thing is too infinitely absurd. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : Properly 
qualified men will not come here and com
pete with the others. They go to New South 
Wales and Victoria. 

Mr. VOWLES: Where there is scope for a 
man he naturally goes. If it is going to be 
an adjuncc o" rhe previous Bill it simply 
means thcct these an' the persons who are 
going to gi,-e certliicr.tC>' to stallions. 'I'he 
dPpartment will only accept a certificate 
horn their own employees; they will not 
recognise th:~ ccrtrficatL·3 of rne·n who wore 
here sometime' bdor<' the others were born. 

The S~,'H1C>ARY FOB. AGRICULTURE: That is 
not corr0et. 

Mr. VO\VLES: It is correct. The depart
ment only recog•cise the certificates of Mr. 
McGowan and others. Those are the men 
who go to the shows and give certificates for 
the purposes of the stud-book. 

3.Ir. SWA YNE: I am not aw~re that it is 
n burning que·::;ti•Jll in the country that this 
Dill should be introduced. 

The SPEAKEH: Order! I hope tlw hon. 
n1en1he1' w-ill not tra verso the san1e ground as 
previous speake:-s. 

:Vh SW AYNE: I represent a district that 
contains, I suppose, more draught hor.oes in a 
given area f,han a ay other in Queensland, or 
at anv rate us mt ny, and for sorno of then1 
the owners ha l"e paid a pretty good pric0. 
There has been uo demand there for such 
legislation as this. \Vhat I rose to ask the 
::Ylinister was whclber this Bill will contain 
any provision for dealing with stallions at 
show grounds. 

TlH, SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: \Ve arc 
not dealing with horse•" in this Bill at all. 

Mr. SWAY)IE': I think the Bill should 
contain the means of dealing with such a 
difficulty as arises when one Gm·ernment 
veterinary surgeon has refused a stallion a 
certificate in one show ring and he has gone 
to another show ring a couple of hundred 
miles ·distant and the· other veterinary sur
geon has passed him. As has just been 
suggested to me by another hon. member, this 
may be a proposal to create a close corpora
tion for men like that. If we are going to 
do anything in regard to that, the Bill should 
contain provision for dealing with difficulties 
such as I have mentioned. 

Question put and passed. 

DAYS OF SITTING. 

FRIDAY MoRNING. 

The PREMIER, in moving-
" That during the remainder of this 

seesion, unless otherwise ordered, the 
House will meet for the despatch of busi
nes, at 9.30 a.m. on Friday in e'ach week, 
and that on that day Supply may be 
taken either from 10 a.m. to 4.30 p.m., or 
from 4 p.m. to 10.30 p.m., and that in 
either case such day ehall be an allottc·d 
day under Standing Order No. 306, and 
all other provisions of that Standing 
Or-der shall apply," 

said : Hon. members will understand, of 
course, th-at the hour named, of 9.30, really 
me.ms 10 o'clock if we take off the half-hour 
that is g·iven for the formation of a quorum. 
The Government ha·d under consideration the 
question of w hetber it should ask Parliament 
to meet on ::Vlonday or make proviBion in the 
direction in which I am moving, and in view 
of the fact that :'ilinisters have to attend to 
their c1epartments, at all events for one whol•· 
day--

Hon J. G. A.PPEL: 'I'heir caucus meeting. 

ThP PRR'YITF.R: It is considered desirable 
that the time should be allotted as proposed 
here. I a1n sure everv hon. mmnber is 
-desirous of finiching the 'business-and there 
is a considerable amount of business to be 
finished-between this and Christmas, and it 
is hor,ed that if a reasonable attitude is 
adopt~d by hon. members we will be able to 
Jo that. I, therefore, move accordingly. 

Hox. J. TOLMIE: The Premier cannot 
complain that the Opposition have not 
assisted him to the fullest possible extent in 
getting- through the business of the House 
this sdsion. \Vc have shown ourselves to be 

Hon. J. Tolmie.] 
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willing workers right from the very begin
ning. aud it seems to mo that there iB a 
tendency on the part of the Government to 
make the willing horse suffer additional 
burd,ms. If the Government had done the 
right thing, they would have met the Home 
at the proper time and iutroduced legislation 
for the well-being of the State. If we had 
not be< n called upon to deal with a lot of 
superfluous legislation, then there would be 
no need to sit another dav at this sta"'e of 
the session. Bv this InotiOn the Pre1nier is 
aski11g us t.o 1;180-t another dav. The hon. 
gentleman must remember that we have 
worked four days a week right from the 
beginning, and that extra da0 should ha Ye 
been requi,ite for the Government to intro
duce the legislation ncce··sarv for the well
being of the State. But the GoYernment 
haYe boon bringing fonYard a lot of legis
latJon, and some measures of a trifling 
charact.·r, and we can onlv come to th<' con
clusion that they arc imp"osing on members 
too groat a strain by asking thern to sit an 
<>xtra dty a ·,reek. \Yould it not be better if 
the Premier v;ere to alter his motion, that 
the House should meet on Tuecdav instead 
of Friday? The hon. p:entlcman says that 
he "ant; one clear day to attend 'to the 
busin<''c in the departments. It will not take 
a\vay ycry much between no'"'~ and Christn1as 
if we mcc on rllondav. It is too much of a 
strain to ask members to sit from 10 o'clock 
on Friday' till, pcrhapc, 2 o'clock on Satur
<]a.y morning. 

'l'hc PnE~llEH: \Vhat day does your < aucus 
1ncet ·r 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: It is a great ·train to 
put on yo~1. :\1r. Speaker, to ask you to sit 
m the chair from 10 o'clock on FridaY morn
ing till th; e~rly hours o! SB;turd~y 1norning. 
At any raLe, If the Premier IS gomg to make 
a departure, then he should make the dav 
on which the long sitting is to be held stm~t 
on the Tuccday instead of Friday. Members 
are fresher then to carry out the whole day's 
work. If the hon. gentleman will alter his 
motion t? Tuesday, it will meet with the 
approbatiOn o£ members on this side, and I 
am sure hon. members opposite will also 
approve of it. On Tuesda·. the Minister's 
table will be clear of any accumulation of 
work that rnust exist on Fridav. Conse~ 
quently, it would be better from the Cabinet 
point of view if we sat on Tucsc!ay. If we 
sit in the morning on the last day of the 
week it will mean that m,·mbers' will be 
tired out with all night sittings. At times. 
members oppositu show a zeal for work and 
they want to sit all night, and we ha ,:,e no 
dHire to check them. \Ve alwavs help them 
with the great0,,t cheerfulness' when they 
make us sit ~n night. 

The PnEMIER: Is that a threat? 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: We never threaten on 
this side. All the thunder and lightning 
comes from the front Treasury bench. \Yhen 
the hon. gentleman says he is goincr to sit all 
night we have to submit. "' 

Mr. JYicHPHY: And commandeer their motor 
cars. (Laughter.) 

Hox. J. TOLMIE: Yes. Under the new 
regime the GoYernment share their motor 
cars with members on this side. iVe do not 
know yet when the sc,sion is going to close, 
and we have not the slightest idea what 
business is going to be introduced. Probably 
the hon. gentleman in charge of the fronf 
Treasury bench does not know himself what 
legislation is going to be introduced, because 

[Hon. J. Tolnne. 

h~ hao to get his instructions late;· on. If ~n 
alteration is to be made I hope that we will 
sit on Tuesday morning instead of Friday. 

Ho;:;;. J. G. APPEL (AJbcrt): I ha Ye no 
particular objection to ~he motion. The real 
reason for the motiOn 1s because the House 
v,a, call<>d together w late in the year. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGR!CcLTl:RE: That is 
v."hy you arc so late yourself. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: If the hon. gentleman 
knew the r<>ason I han' been absent from the 
House I do not think he \YOuld interject. 
There is something in "ha~ the lcJ.der '?f the 
o

1
,position suggests. If rt nw ·,ns ~ms~mg 

the business before Christmas, then rt might 
be nccc:-~arv for us to sit on t\YO or thrE>e 
n:wrnings ill the week. 

Tho PnE1IJER: VIe may ha Ye to do that 
yet. 

lioN. J. G. APPEL: In view of the fact 
that we are likely to have a hot ~ummer 
it is not dosirabl~ that we should sit aftec" 
the Christmas vacation. iYhile we are willing 
to sit additional hours, I would suggest that 
no fresh legislation be introduced th:;t doe~ 
not affect the ,,_elfare of the commumty. Ir 
a lot of legislation is to be sp_rung _upo_n .us, 
then there is nothing to be gamed m srttmg 
a g1·eatcr nu1nber of hours. 

The PRE"fiEH : I can assure the hon. 
gcntlcrnau that onlv reasonablf' Dlf 1sures 
,,·ill be introduced. (Laughter.) 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: One measure has 
been iutroduccd which I consider n.wst un
rra~onabl·~. I-Iovvcvcr, if it ex:prc.htcs the 
Lusinec·. of the House I do not object to the 
rnotion. If the Pren1ier cetn see his vvay 
to alter the date, I h~tve no doubt he will 
do w. 

The PREcmm: GiYc this a trial first. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: I am sLirc if the hop. 
rnPrnlJer find':· that another day is 1nore suit
able he ,,ill adopt it, but I would suggest 
that he should not introduce at;Y more 
experimental or sentimental legislatiOn. 

Mr. GU"'=": I have no objection to sitting 
for a longer time on Friday, but I thmk 
it would be fairer to the officers of. th.e 
Housr• if "\Ye sat on 11onda2~, because 1t IS 

too long to ask them . to be .he~~e /ram 
10 o'clock in the mornmg until lO.vO at 
~1ght. J-Ion. m0n1ber·". sittin~ on thP Go~ 
nernmcnt benches behove m an 8-hour 
da v bank to Lank, but that io not an 
8-h~ur da v. It is too much of a good 
thing to a"sk the officers to work those long 
hours. 

:'\11-. MAY: \Yhat about overtime? 

Mr. GUN}';': I do not know whether they 
"111 get ov<'rtime for it. I think it would 
cmt the officers of the House better if we 
sat on l\1ondav. 

The PREMI~ll: Your anxictv for the 
officers of the House has suddenly dcwcloped. 
You ·wprc not so anxious about the officers 
of the House wheu you sat over hel'e. 

l\fr. GU:'\:\": I do not eYer remember 
sitting 12 hours a dav when I 'Xc'S sitting 
over there, except wl;en we had all night 
sittings. The aJl night sittings then ·~ere 
, a used bv members of the Opposrtwn. 
(Laughter:) We had far more all nig:ht 
sittings when the hon. members opp~srte 
>Yere in opposition than we haYe had smce 
they ha vc been on the Treasury benchPs. I 
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think it "·ould be better to do double dut·· 
on TlmrsclfLy instead of Friday, because 
a 11urnbcr of Downs n1en1bers have to go 
a-~·. ay from Brisbane at the weck-C'nd. 

JUr. FORSYTH · I personally, >Yould 
r.'ther sit on :\l~nd~': from 10 o'clock 
until 4.30 than have a :\Ionday's sitting, 
because that would m<- an sitting f-iyc nights 
a v cek, and it i::-> too 1nuch to ask hon. 
nwmbcrs to do that during this hot weather. 

rrhc PRE~\ITER : Hov;• can "\V8 attend to our 
dcpartn1ent''·? 

. J\1r. FOHSYTH: The usual thing is to 
s1t three da•- s a week for a considcra ble 
time, but we started this session with four 
da-:s a wc•'k, and that extra da; should 
have boon ample to make up. The' Go.-ern
ment have introduced a lot of Bills and we 
-do not know v·hat other Bills are' to come 
forward. If tho hon. gentkman could tell 
ns what other legislation he ic. going to 
mtroduce we >Yould know exactlv what ,,-e 
could do. If he brings in manv rnore Bills 
then it >rill not matter if we s'it six davs ~ 
week. l would like to know "hat business 
thc hon. gentleman intends to bring before 
thf• House between this and Christmas. The 
hon. gentleman said that if the Opposition 
were rc>a~onablc we would finish bv Christmas. 
I consider that the Opposition have been 
most rec'onable. The business of the countrv 
hc,s been carried through expediti(}tlSh >Yhen 
you consider the enormous quantit; of Bills 
the.t we have dealt with. I consider that 
the Government have had splendid assistance 
from tho Opposition, and while we are gi.-ing 
them c.-cry consideration we expect the same 
from hon. nwmbers opposit<?. ·with regard 
to "litting on Frida~, mornings, it has been 
pointed out that there is always a thin 
House on Frida\~, because a large number 
of members have to go away at the end of 
the week. Perhaps the hon. gentleman 
thinks that that will be a good time to get 
his legislation through because there are 
Yer: few people here. It is not a fair thing 
to pass legislation in that way. 

The PRE1!IER: You arc putting ideas into 
my head. 

J\Ir. FORSYTH: This is not the first 
time that the hon. gentleman has clone it. 
so the idea must have been put into his 
head before. ln any case<, I think it would 

be a wise thing to alter the 
[4.30 p.m.] day from Friday to some other 

dav in the week. The Premier 
has said that the reason he does not want 
to sit on 21ondav is that Ministers ' .. ·ant 
eome time to look itfter their departments, 
and there is probably some force in that 
argun1tnt. If the hon. gontlen1an cannot 
s0c his way clear to sit itt 10 o'clock on 
Mondoy and finish at half-past 4 on that 
day, then he might change the- drtv to which 
this motion refers to some other' dav than 
Friday. ~ 

Thn PnnrrER: \Vonld vou not o·iye this it 
tria I? If WO find that member· a,; too tired 
to f'it all day on Friday, we can change the 
day. 

~lr. FORSYTH: A number of members 
generally g·o away on Friday night. and it 
would be vPrv much bettm· to have some 
other da v, in V ?rder to give those members 
a chance of bcmg present. 

The Pm:;nER : Of course, I will consider 
that, and put on Estimates on Friday. 

:\Ir. FORSYTH : I presume the hon. 
g"_:-ntlcnlan desires to n1ect the vvishcs of 
members. The matter does not reallv affect 
me personally, but it affects a consi-derable 
nu1nbcr of Dl€~lnbers who generally go away 
e.c_rl~· on Fri-dtw. I hope that tho hon. 
gcntlcnutn will not bring in fresh legislation. 
lie h.'ls been introducing lately some peculiar 
legi .lation, "·hid1 has cause·cl a good deal of 
cli;cm•-iou, and \vhich is not for the good of 
the• country. I do not S('e an:.· reason 1shy 
\Y(' ~hould lw kept hel'Q long hours during the 
hot da~·s anLl nightsJ BS that is not good for 
the health of members. ond I lwpo tlw hon . 
g·crJtlP!nan will cor'~idcr the :.iUf.!:g~''3tinn I haye 
nL-:t:e to .choose son1e other day th._· 'l Friday. 

:\Ir. GRL\ YSON (Cunniny!wm) : I do not 
intend to oppose the motion, but I >Hmld 
rr'lnind the Premier that 1nany n1c1nbers on 
thi· side of the House, particularly Downs 
n1c:mbcrs, like to leaYe for their hon1es on 
Friday n1orning in order to assist at harvest
ing on their fanm, during the week end; 
and that he would mert the conYenicnce of 
fOuntry rncmbcL"J gPnerally if he would nutkc 
this long sitting on citlwr Tul"'day, \Y OOnes
cla~·. ur Thursday, instead of Friday. I ad
Init that it is a fair thing to haYe extra 
:--itting· tin1c in ordt,1 1' to iini~,·h the business 
befnrP Christma:: 1 and I am sure that the 
Opposition will giYe the Gm·ernment f•vory 
a·,~l"-tance. 

The PRI::I!IER : Ii YOU m,ist me enough, 
IYL' n1ay not need to "use the extra tirr1c. 

:\Ir. GHAYSO::'\: It is not the desire of 
nwmbers on this side to kc<ep the House 
sit6ng after Christmas; we all desire to 
fi11ish the work before Christmao if posoible, 
and it is a YC•rv srna1l concession that \VB ask 
for when we ask the Premier to make tho 
long sitting day either Tu0:3day, \"\""ednesday, 
or Thur'"dny. 

~1Ir. :,IL:RPI-IY (Burkc) : If I were not 
oppo;;;cd to the rnot1on, I 1vould not say any
thiug on it, but I am opposed to it. I have 
to b-- oppo,ed io it in order to· be consistent, 
because in the past I haYe frequently assisted 
the present P n mier and his supporters to 
oppose a motion fDr an extra sitting day: 
It wa• pointc·l out then that, so far as this 
I-1 cu, (' is conc'~rnod, if it lv:'f' ~trrlC necessary 
in tlw public intcn,st, that members should 
be prepare:! to conw here after Christmas. 
The hon. gentleman pl'OJlO',,Cs now to have 
'.d1at i:r r0;--.l\y an extra sitting day on Fri
day. in mder that the House may adjourn 
''" C'hrio,trnas. r ·do not "eC that there is anv 
u;·zcncy for this extra sitting day. I thinic 
"c c·au get through the business of the 
eonntry without meeting at 10 o'clock on 
Fri.du~ 1norning. The Premier knows ho\V 
he u~cd to oppo·-;,c T\Ionday sittings, and how 
,,.c all ~upportcd hi1n, and how, on one occa
sion, IVf' cycn v~~·cnt so far as to take a divi
:"ion on the que~tiorr in order to show our 
disapproval of the action of the then Go
Yernn1ll1't Ho\vcver, things have noTw 
chan~,,,•d, ::1nd the Prem1cr sa:·s ~Iinisters 
Ill ust be in their ofli,ecs on J\Ionday, and 
Go·n='"rnmcut rnen1bcrs have ceasc·d to advo
' .1tc meeting at 10 o'clock in the morning 
and knocking off at 6 o'clock, and baYing no 
night sittings. Although it has been said 
th- t the Premi(~r 1nav la.t:>r on find it con
Ye Client to meet lho ;vishe~ of som< of the 
Dmn1s mcmbcL my opinion is that if this 
1notiorr is f'arricd. the Premier will give vPry 
little conci-deration to any complaints ,._ hich 
Inay arise later on. 

Question put and passed. 

Mr. Murphy.] 
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IKCO~lE TAX ACT AMENDMENT BILL. 

Co:~DTITTEE. 

The so,·cral clauses of the Bill were agreed 
to without awendment or debate. 

The House resumed. The CHAIR}IAK ro· 
parted the Bill without amendment. and 
the third reading was made an Order of the 
Day for to-morrow. 

)L\Ri:TPIAL BOARDS ACT AMEND. 
MENT BILL. 

SECOND READING. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTGRE: 
In moving the second reading of this Biil, I 
mav state that considerable information as 
to ]ts main features was afforded hon. mcm· 
bers at lho initiator) stage. '_!_he Act which 
the· m casu re proposes to amend has been in 
force for a considerable time, and very heavy 
contributions have been made by pastoralists 
in their own interests in order to extirpate 
as far as possible the native dog, the fox, and 
the marsupial. During the time the Act has 
been in force a subsidy has been contributed 
by the G oYernment. No subsidy was paid in 
the four years 1891 to 1895, nor was the Act 
in force during that period, but leaving 
out that interregnum, the total contribution 
paid by the Government by way of subsidy 
.from 1877 till the present time amounts to 
no less a sum than £289,111 5s. 5d. This Bill 
is intrc .:uced because it has been asked for 
lw ail the bodies concerned. The leader of the 
Opposition must be familiar with the fact 
that we have in Brisbane what is known as 
the '·deputation season." At the time when 
our National Show is held, people from all 
parts of the State make it a point to lay 
their wants before the various departments, 
and during the last two years I had deputa. 
tions urging upon me the necessity fo1~ amend
ing the Marsupials Boards Act. 

Hon. J. TOLThiiE: Didn't your deputations 
want to wipe it out'! 

Th SESHETARY FOR AGRICGLTUHE: 
~o. I would like to do that, but that "·as 
objected to s .. rongl:,· by a very largo nun'..be_;_· 
of boar<} and pa,.tondists. The number of 
dingoes and foxe'l paid for throaghcut 
QueenaklJd during the year 1915 totalled 
23.000. That shows somB vigour in tho 
pffortf> which had beeu m<J.de to extirpate 
dingo~es and foxes Greater activity in this 
coJJnedion was displayed last year than ,., as 
.displayed the preredir1g year. Dingoes arc 
increasing in the far \Vest and the far 
South·west. They also come from other 
quarters, and the dingoes are increa"ing. 
notwith ... tanding tho fact that such lHrge 
numbers wen1 destroyed last year. In order 
that the work may be more effective, we 
propose to prohibit, by this measure, the 
practicB that has grown up in rPcent years. 
of 1narsnpial boards granting exemptions in 
respect to largo areas of their territory. 
Under this Bill it is proposed to discontinue 
t!L.t pcmicious system, Another verv impor· 
tant p;__int is in regard to the miniJuutn to 
be paid for scalps. Under the present Act 
the minimum was fixed at 5s. Represcntc,· 
tions were made to me from as far north ai' 
Clonrurrv right to the extreme southern end 
<Jf the State,",and as far as thB extreme weet 
in reg-ard to the n1attpr~ and varying su~TJ'3 
were sugges.ted at which the limit should h' 

[Hon. W. Lennon. 

fixed. Some people wanted it to be fixed as 
hicrh as £1 10s .. but I do not think that rate 
wc~nld moot with general satisfactioH. lo is 
interc ~tir::g to know th!Lt, at prc::;0nt t-~yenty
nine boards ar.,; ODCratlng. and bonuses j)~;,Id 
<:s rollows: -Eight boards pa;;· £1; two 
JO:tld, pav l5s.; elev~n boards pay 10s.; one 

hoa1 J pa.)·s 7s. 6d. ; and seYen boards pay 
Ss. Inini·Inum. That shows an average of 
lls. 9}d. per scalp _\ sunsiblc aul nwderat? 
~olution of the 1nattcr ie to Jnake thr> 1111111-

mum 15s., and that, I think, \Yill give rr,oro 
rroueral f:,atisfaction than any other figure 
r~anwd, anJ, of coursf-', it is only dC'-..ired to 
')'in~ ~atisfaction to tho~e people concQrned in 
a n1P \stue oi this sort. 

~Ir. l\loRC\~: Can you giYe a fevv n1ore 
r0as~JL:J. wh.v you aro not going to allow 
t1 Xb 1ptions? 

The SECHETARY FOR AGHICULTUHE: 
I'or the rulson that such places beC(.Jne 
brc:cding-grounds. If you havo large areas 
wherf· no killing is going on they 11aturally 
bcrorne broeding-p1ace.s for dingoes and n:ar
snpi~ls. Some people thought it would be 
much better to bring in what thev call a 
PPsts Act, and representations were 'madP to 
me iu that direction. Considerable thought 
\V:lS gin•n to the subject, with the result that 
I cot;Jd not sec my 'vay to bring in h Pt•st:"l 
Bill this session, bccausP loc:d authori· 
tic;:; have po,ver to declare certain animal'3 
as lH'sts and if thev were brought under tb_i:::. 
Bill in 'any shape '"or forn1 it 1voul~ rennire 
so much trouble that I do not thmk hon. 
Incmlwr:-> 1voul·d give the necessary attention 
to it to make it law this Sl•ssion. It would 
require alterations in the following .Acts of 
Parliament: -Local Authorities Acts: the 
cxi,ting bv·laws of many loml authoritie"; 
the Land" Acts of 1910 and 1913; Prickly· 
pear Destruction Acts of 1912 and 1913; 
:\larsupial }'roof Fencing Acts, 1898 to 19~3; 
:\1ar~unial Boards Acts, 1905 to 1910; Rar·bit 
Act'. i885, 1889. und 1913; Disea1,es in Stock 
Act of 1915: Fruit Cases Act of 1912; Grupe 
Yines Diseases Act, 1877; Diseases in Plants 
Acts, 1913 and 1914; Native Animals Protec· 
tion Acts, 1906 to 1910; N at: VB Birds Protec
tion Acts, 1877 to 1884; Sugar Experiment 
Stations Act of 1900; and the Common· 
·,vealH: Quarantine Acts, 1908 to 1915. I am 
assur<'d bv the Parliamentarv Draftsm<J.n 
that 1'0 br(no· in a Bill such as -is desired by 
some poop]~ would inYoh·c an alteration 
of all those Acts of Parliament, and an altera· 
tion of all those by·laws passPd by local 
authoritic .. The, Bii! also provides that in 
future endowment will only be paid in regard 
to the amount act1.1ally expended in the de
~truction o: n1arsupials and dingoes. Iiitherto 
endowment has been paid on the total dis· 
hurscmcnts of the board, and complamts 
havf' come from certain quarters that some 
hoards h<we been somewhat lavish in their 
exnenses ; t.lleir office expenses and the cost 
o( administration gencrall) has been un· 
rea~onably high. Suggestions 1vere made 
that thr, .. e should be regulated by the .Act. 
TILt seems to be an unwarrantable inter' er· 
cnc" with the business of those boards. and 
th~ , .. nd can bo attained in a better way
that ].>~, b:v not pa•~ing subsidy on t.hose 
cxp _nses. and paying the subsidy on the 
·-·ork of cxtennination onh. Tho Bill, I 
· hink. i1l nlCet "\Yith g;cnerfd .ac·~eptance. I 
h,__~,-c giyen, as far as it is practica.blr, effect 
to w h :t t I r.1 ig-ht call a general concensu' of 
.ninicn regarding the matter. It is not <ousy 
t~ do that when you have a large 1mmber of 
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people making representations. You cannot 
satisfy everybody, but I think this Bill will 
be a marked improvemtmt on the existing 
law, inasmuch a.s it will prevent-what is 
now quite a cornrnon practi{~e-certa.in boCtrds 
pa:-;ing onlv 5s. for the scalp~ of din~oes and 
foxes. Such boards practically have no busi
:Jess, but boards that offer a higher fee eh a 
good business. 

Mr. MORGAN : Are you making it compul
sory to pay 15s. for foxes? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
Yes, it is compulsory to pay 15s. for foxes. 
The word " dingo" includes "fox." I think 
that will give general satisfaction. 

Ml·. GUNN: Can you make it include blow
flies? 

The SECRE'rARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
We cannot do the imnossible. Som<e neople 
wanted emus and wild pigs included, but in 
order to do that a number of Acts would 
have· to be altered. I think what we are 
doing is quite sufficient for the purpose, and 
I feel satisfied that hon. members opposite, 
who are interested in the measure, will pass 
it without any alteration, but if they can 
point out any alteration that will improve the 
Bill, it will, of course, receive sympathetic 
consideration. I do not wish to delay the 
House any longer, because we have a lot to 
do this session, and very little time in which 
to do it, and therefore have no time for 
long speeches. I beg to move-That the 
Bill be now read a second time. 

Mr. MORGAN: The Minister stated that 
he is introducing this Bill at the request of 
people who are concerned. In one respect 
he is right, as the people who are concerned 
do require certain amendments in respect 
to the Marsupial Boards Act, but the 
l'.1inister, in some directions, is going further 
than those who arc actually concerned had 
asked. When the Minister asked permission 
to introduce this Bill, he forgot to tell us 
that certain alterations were being made 
which I, as one who has had practical experi
ence in the work of marsupial boards and 
as one who has to pay taxes in connection 
with those boards, know the stockowners 
of Queensland do not want. I would draw 
attention to the fact that this Bill provides 
that in future no exemptions will be 
allowed in respect of certain holdings. I am 
quite sure that the pastoralists and stock
owners of Queensland have not asked the 
Minister to introduce an amendment in that 
direction. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : You do 
not know what they have asked. 

Mr. M ORGAN: I know perfectly well 
what they have asked, as I introduced several 
deputations to the previous Minister on the 
eubject. I have taken a very keen interest 
in the Marsupial Boards Act, and before 
the present Minister occupied the position 
of Secretary for Agriculture I attended many 
conferences on the subject, and I know that 
the stockowners of Queensland have never 
asked the Minister to abolish subsection (4) of 
section 19 of the principal Act. The Minister 
stated that exemptions have been given by 
certain boards, and these areas become 
breeding-grounds for dingoes and marsupials. 
That is a reflection upon the marsupial 
boards of Queensland. Se-ction 19 of the 
principal Act states that exemptions can
not be given by the boards unless the boards 
are thoroughly satisfied that the whole of 
the conditions, so far as the destruction of 
dingoes and foxes is concernod, have been 

carried out in respect of the area. The pro
vision which the Minister wishes to eliminate 
from the Act is as follows :-

" Provided that the owner or manager 
of any holding may apply in writing to 
the board that his holding shall be 
exempt from the operation of this section, 
either absolutely or during a specified 
period, on the grounds stated in such 
application. Whereupon the board, after 
hearing all persons interested who desire 
to be heard and taking into consideration 
the application and any evidence adduced 
in support thereof or in opposition 
thereto, may by order-

(a) Grant the application without 
modification or with any modification 
which appears to the board to be· 
proper; or 

tb) Reject the application." 

The·refore, beforil any exemption is granted, 
the board must be thoroughly satisfied that 
the owners of the holding are destroying the 
marsupials and the foxes and dingoes on 
that holding. I would also like to point out 
in this respect that the definition of holding 
applies to freaholds as weU as to all classes 
of leases that exist in Queensland. By the 
abolition of subsection 4 of section 19 of the 
principal Act the Minister is going to allow 
the board, if they so desire, to give permits 
to trappars to go upon a man's freehold or 

any country he may desire:, irre
[5 p.rn.] opt'ctivc of the fact whether that 

holder is doing his duty with 
regard to the destruction of marsupials, 
dingoe~, and foxes, or whether he desires the 
trappers to come on to his land or not. This 
is the most important alteration which the 
Mini"ter prop0ses to bring about. If the 
l'eople of Queensland knew that this amend
ing Bill contained such a provision as that, 
thev would resist it to the utmost extent. This 
i3 an attack Lrpon the boards in one direction, 
and, so far as the Minister is concerned, it 
allows the boards, if they so de'sire, to give 
permits to undesirable men to enter upon 
the holdings of those who have done their 
duty RO far as the destruction of these pests 
is concerned. I know myself that in the 
western parts of Queensland, where men are 
engaged on the different stations in the 
destruction of dingoes and marsupials for a 
certain period uf the year, that they are 
usually men who are engaged in work on 
the station, such as mustering and the like, 
and when they are not earning wages from 
the station they are allowed to trap and 
destroy the marsupials and other pests. This 
privile'ge is reserved by the owners of the 
property for certain individuals who assist 
them during certain portions of the year in 
the working of the property. If this sub
section is eliminated from the original Act, 
it wiil mean that any Tom, Dick, or Harry 
can obtain a permit from the Marsupial 
Hoard to trap. It says that the permit 
" shall " be given, not " may" be· given. 
These men will be able to go on any property 
and engage in the destruction of marsupials, 
dingoes, and opossums irrespective of whether 
the owners of that particular property are 
doing their best to destroy the pests or not. 
'l'hat is not fair. The Minister cannot tell 
the House that on any occasion when tne 
owners of property have asked him to bring 
in an amendment of the Act in that direction. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: You are 
stating what is not true. They did ask me, 
many of them. 

Mr. Morgan.] 
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Mr. MORGA::'\: I would like the :.VIinister 
to mention the rames of any deputation of 
holders of property that asked him to intm
duce thio legislation. H<J may have been 
asked by the trappers. 

The SECRET.iRY FOR AGRICULTURE: This Bill 
has nothing to de w ;th trappers. 

:Yir. ::'vlORG \K: There arc cer·hin rcetrie
iion" so far a:3 trappers are concerned, but 
there are son1e 1nen engaged in trapping· 
whom it is net desirable to give permits to. 

The SECRETARY FOB AGRICULTURE: Subsec
tion ~ of section 1~ has nothing to do with 
trapping at all. You don't know vvhat YOU 

are talkinv about. · 

:'vir. l\IORGA~: 1 will read the balance 
of tllf' s c•tiou lrom the principal Act, and 

of the' House can judge \\-hcther it 
with tra.pl)ing or not. It says-

" If the board grant the application 
without modification or with such modi!i
cai'ion as aforesaid, notice of tbc or,dc! 
of the board shall, at the OX!lPnse o; the• 
applicant, be publi~hed in son1o ne1Y 
papet~ gonera1ly circulating within 
district during tvvo conspcutiYe 
next after the makin~ of the order ; 
at the ex11iration of such two \YcPk8 io: 
shall not be lawful during the period. ii 
any, fixecl by the order for any ··calr,er 
to dc~troy rnarsupials or din~oes upon thl· 
holdlng therein referred to or to 
upon such lJOlding for the purpO' c of 
destruction " 

r see thr, word "scalper" is mentione-d there. 
I used the word "trapper" inste:1d of 
" seal per." 

The Sl.CRET.\RY FOR AGRICULTURE: Don't 
you under~tr1d that if that section 1s rcL 
pc·alc(l then~ 'Yill be no such thing as grant
lllf! an cxc•mption for any particular are_._·: 

Mr. J\IORGAN: Exactlv. That is what I 
'ay. At the present tim~ a scalper c<tnnot 
g< on to land that is exempt. 

The SEC'<ET.\TIY FOR AGRICULTURE: Thrre 
are no excrnptions under this amending BilL 

::vir. :YIORGAN: That is so. The hon. 
g<'ntleman i~ on!;;· tr;·ing to quibble out of it. 

Tha SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: I am not. 
How dare you ··-ay that? You can do noching 
but use insulting language. You ,d·e not 
~~tclligent enough to understand 1)lain Eng
.Ish. 

Mr. MORGAK: I am cndeavourino- to 
s!Jow the :Y1inister that he is wrong whe~1 he 

ays that It •does not refer to trappers. 

The SECRE'rARY FOR AGRICULTURE: You can
not sho\Y me where I am wrong. I challenge 
you to "how n1e where I arn \Vrong. You 
have not hrains enough to show me where 
I an1 "\Yrong. 

Mr. 3d ORGAN: So far as brains are con
cerned_ I may say that during the period I 
have hved I have made a success in life. 
Can the 11inister say the same? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Yes. I 
am a greater success than you will ever be. 

Th0 SPEAKER: Order! 

Mr. MORGAN: I am enly replying to the 
interjections made by the Minister, 

The SPEAKER: Order ! 

[Jlr. Morgan. 

Mr. MORGAK: You should deal with the 
interjector, as he IS responsible for the 
interruption. 

The SECRE"'"RY FOR AGRICULTVRE: Because 
yon insulted lll0. 

:VIr. ::VIORGAN: You said I did not have 
any brains. If I only had as little brains as 
~.ou--

Tlw SPEAKER: Order ! I ask the hon. 
n-:f'Jnhe1· to be lc.;s personal in his r0marks. 

l\Ir. :\IORGA::'\": If you had only listened 
to thu :Ylinister for Agricultnr•• you would 
find that the personalities originated from the 
:\Iiui ·ter hin1self. 

The SPEAKER: Order! I ask the hon. 
member io ncldrc's himself to the BilL 

:Vir. ".IORGX:\f: 
do su. but I wish 
=\Ii n ;.stcr was the 
p_·rsonaljtiP~. 

I will PndcaYour to 
fair trcntment. The 

first to introduce the 

Tbc SECRilTAHY FOrt AmuccLTURE: was 
not. 

:\Ir. :\lORG_ \X: I will finish the section I 
·, "" n•ading from, ,_,hich continues as fol
lows:---

.. It shall not be lawful durin:o the 
period, if any. fixed by the order for 
~~n)" scalpcr to destroy 1narsupiaJs or 
dingoes upon the holding therein referred 
to. or to enter upon any such holding 
for the pm·po.,c c-f such destruction. And 
any scalpcr who offends against this pro
vision shall he liable to a penalty not 
exrcecling twenty pound:=:." 

~.\crnrdlng to that section, any n1an engaged 
in the industry of scalping or trapping, if he 
~~;oPs on aL.-'aS that ·are oxcn1pt, ''"ill suffer 
a nenaltv of £20. The Minister desires to 
have that claucc eliminated from the Act 
altogNhcr, and that is something we do not 
desire. I am sure that the people who are 
paying tbo bonu~ and carrying on the work 
in comw"tion with this particular Act will 
no• agree to it so far as that particular pro
vision is concerned. There js also another 
important matter in regard to this Bill whirh 
I shall refer to. Subclausc (3) of clauJe 3 
doPs aw1-y with the fixing of a rnaxln1um 
assessment. 'rho :y{inister has not explained 
that to the House as fully as he might have 
clone. Had the Minister so desired he could 
han' told the House that so far as this Bill 
is concemed it is going to double and treble 
the taxation on the stockowne1·s of Queens
land for the de>truction of dingoes and foxes, 
whilst the Gon,rnmcnt of Queensland are 
going to get out of it practically scot free. 
The Act provides that the assessment shall 
not be more than 7s. 6d. per twenty head 
of cattle or 100 head of sheep. This Bill 
abolishes that provi'o and gives the board a 
free hand as to the amount of assessment 
thP:·- ma:-e impose. They can do what they 
like> so far as that form of taxation is con
cerned. The Minister is permitting the 
mar',upial boards to put whatever taxation 
they iike upon the stockownt>rs of Queens
land. That is a matter which I am sure 
tho sto~kowners of Queensland did not ask 
the Minister to include in this BilL There 
is another important amendment here which 
the Minister has not explained. At the 
pre-.ent time, if there are not a great number 
of marsupials or dingoes, and the board dees 
not think it necessary to strike another assess
ment rate, but has sufficient revenue to carry 
on for another year, it need not strike a levy 
at all. l"nder this Bill, howm-er, it is 
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should say rather that 
to increase the bonus. 

word. I am sorry that 
The Minister is going 

marsupial boards of Queensland 
of 15s. a head on dingoes, 
original Act they were only 

pay Ss. 
FOR AGRICuLTURE: They 

to be compelled. 
M ORGAN: I agree wi.th the fact 

the l\1 inister has seen fit to bring in a 
to raise the bonus to 15s., but, because 

with one particular section, it does 
that I agree with all the Bill. 

has agreed to compel the 
a bonus of 15s. for every dingo, 

it is a very good provision, 
to increase the taxation 

stockowners, and while the annual 
paid by the Government when the 

5s. amounted to £5,000, the 

lSID, 

Amendment Bill. 1983 

as the 
other 
people 
land. a 

: More socialism. I 
like socialism. 

MORGAN: Never mind about social-

: Do you 
liberal one 

do not. When the 
made it one-quarter, 
they should make it 

same as in Victoria, where 
Government came forward and said the 

people of Melbourne were interested in the 
destruction of the pests, the same as the 
men on the land, and they subsidised to 
the extent of ono-half. When Mr, White 

Minister I advocated as strongly as I 
now that the Government has the right 

to subsidise to the extent of one· half, but 
this Government is pursuing its policy of 
taxing the man on the land, and making 
his position worse, and more burdensome. 
It is the duty of the Government not 
interfere with the subsidy, but to let 
remain rtt one-quarter, and I hope 
Minister will be reasonable when we move 
that in Committee, or that he will with
draw his proposal and say "now we 
going to increase the amount to 15s. 
and it is a wise thing to do that-" we are 

Mr. Morgan.] 
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going also to be fair to the stockowners of 
Queensland and bear our proportion of 
the extra expense, recognising it is a nati~n~~ 
matter and not a local parochial affau.' 
The Minister must admit that this proposal 
to increase the bonus will make the taxation 
on the stockowners much greater than at 
present. If he admits that, he must also 
admit it is a fair thing for the Gove~n~_ent 
to take their share of the responsibility. 
The people have come through a severe 
drought, and somG . of them have l9st. 50 to 
75 per cent. of their stock, and this IS not 
the time to put extra burdens on them. 
Let the Government be fair, and say 
they are prepared to bear their share of 
it and subsidise to the extent of one
quarter. If the Minister will . do _that, he 
will show that he is genuine m his. desire 
to bring about the quick de~truct!?n of 
the marsupial pest and in ~Is des:r<; to 
assist the man on the land. rhe Mmister 
said in his speech, in reply to mteqec
tions, that it is the proposal of the 
Government to make it compulsory to 
pay 15s. for foxes. I said that was not 
so The:; Minister said foxes came under 
th~ definition of dingoes, and they would 
be:; compelled to pay the same amount as 
for the dingo. 

The SECRETARY FOI< AGRICULTURE: They 
may be compelled to pay £5 i~ t.he boa.rJ so 
decide. I ;;aid 15s. was the mimmum. 

Mr. MORGAN: The Minister stated that 
the board would be compelle~ to pay a 
minimum of 15s. for foxes as ':'el, a~ dmgoes. 
I want to ;how that the ]l,ih!uster JS wrong, 
and 1 will show that by clause 31 of the 
original Act. The only alteratiOn the 
J\1_ini 13_tcr proposes to rr;,a}fe ther,e 1s L~e ~u~; 
sbtutwn of the word ,1fteen for fi> c. 
Clause 31 reads at present-

for the scalp of a 
o;, age, shall not be less 

He is going to eliminat~, t~e wo,~d. "fi_ve" 
and 1ubstitute the word h£teen. . But he 
f~rgot to make the other alteration to brmg 
about what he thinks i• nc:;cess.ary-that the 
bonus should be the same for foxes a.s for 
dingoes. He f9rgot to read the baltmcB of 
the sec1ion, which states--

" But t.he rate rixed for the scalp of a 
fox ;.,eed not be the same as the rate 
fixed for the scalp of any other dingo." 

Will the Minister turn up the original Act 
(J,nd see if that is not there? It shows. that 
the Minister has not made himself acqu~mted 
with the original Act. The board Will b~ 
able to pay only 5s. or 2s. 6d. fm: foxes 
skins notwithstanding the fa<:1 that the 
Mini;ter was bringing in this alteration, and 
I hope when we go into Commi_ttee, and 
he recognises he has n;ade that mistake, he 
wilt make the alteratiOn. If the ::Vl!mster 
wilJ a.gre<! to that, it wil~ e<;Ttainly make the 
Bill a better one than 1t' IS at the prest•nt 
moment. I had experience of foxes in Vic
toria. We:; have not 1tad much experience of 
1 hem here, except in the last few ye·ars. 
When I was lamb-raising in Victoria, I have 
(('one into my paddocks and foun<~ eighty 
lambs dead, with only the tongues taKen out. 
They sav the fox will only eat the turkey or 
the poultry in the farill:houses.. That may be 
so while the foxes remam few m number, and 
while they ean get food of that description, 
but if they become hungry, and there is no 

,Lifrr" M organ. 

that sort the fox will 
and kill as well as a 
The fox will not 

fuli-grown sheep, but will d? 
damag-e to a lamb, and while 
remain few in nu1n bcr, as they at 

time I sav that js the we 
end ea ~our to' <<xterminate or '" nearly 

as possible wipe them out. 
Mr. D. RYAN : The cattlemen will not like 

that. 
Mr. MORGAN: I admit tho cattlemen 

have a different opinion as far as foxes and 
dingocos are concerned. They say they keep 
down the wallabies and the marsupials gn1e· 
rally, and while:; the dingo may kill an <?dd 
calf or two they do some good by keepng 
down the marsupials and wallabies. I do 
not agree with them in that contention. I 
look on that as a narrow view for then, to 
hol-d. I am a cattleman mysecf, and the 
reason why I am a cattlomen is J.hat on my 
countrv owing to the dingo, I cannot carry 
sheep.· 'If there were no dingoes in Queens
land, or very few, while wire netting costs 
anything from £80 to £100 a mile, though 
it is more now, a man would only have to 
put a six-wire fence round his prope~ty, and 
he:; could run sheep. At present the country 
is not fit to carry sheep~ as the dingo is so 
plentiful. 

Mr. D. RYAN: That shows the selnshness 
of the cattlemen. 

Mr. MORGAN: It does. a<:lmit that the 
cattlemctt_l has no argument tYhr.n he says 
the dingo or fox shoul-d not be killed. I 
the fox. and the dingo as well, should 
wiped out as quickly as possible. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: And you 
object to the meam' of wiping them out. 

Mr. M ORGAN: :'oio, I agree with the 
means. but the Minister only provided for 
an amount of 5s., or 2s. 6d. if thfl board 
so desires, in the case of the fox. T know 
it is "- mistake, and I say it ought to be 15s .. 
the s.ame as for the djngo. ln othPr respects 
the BiJI can be altered so that those who 
desire to see the dingo wiped out as quickly 
as possible, and the fox also, will have the 
means to have that carried into effe,ct. I 
spPAtk from experienc,~, and the Minister, I 
feel sure, will be well advised that in some 
directions this Bill, which is aiming in the 
right direction, can be altered in certain 
aims to make it a hetter Bill in order to 
bring about the quick extermination of the 
dingoes .and the foxes. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: You wilf 
have a chance in Committee. 

Mr. MORGAN: We want to bring this up 
in Committee. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTFRE: Do vou 
not see by the definition in the principal Act 
the wor-d " dinvo " includes foxes 9 

Mr. MORGAN: You cannot get over the 
fact that the third paragraph of clause 31 of 
the principal Act states that the rate fixed 
for the scalp of a fox need not be the same 
as the rate fixed for the scalp of any other 
dingo. And that is where the Minister over
looked the principal Act when he framed 
the provisions in the Bill. I believe he is 
in favour of making the rates for foxes the 
same as that for dingoes, ·but it is necessary 
to alter that portion of the principal Act as 
well as the portion which he says will bring 
about the alteration. I also wish to draw 
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the Minister's attention to the fact that in 
th_is Bill section 8 provides that if a board 
Wishes to be exempted from payment for a 
certain period in consequence of so many 
scalps being sent in the consent of the 
Minister will not be given unless the board 
have levied an assessment in the aggregate 
of at least 2s. 6d. on every twenty head of 
cattle or 100 sheep. Some of the boards 
have found that the number of foxes 
dingoes, and marsupials sent in has been s~ 
great that their year's assessment has not 
been sufficient, and they have not been able 
to pay, and they want an extended period 
of two or three months' or perhaps more. In 
the principal Act, it provides that no board 
can get that exemption unless their rating 
was 2s. 6d., and the Minister proposes to 
bring about an amendment that the board 
must have made an assessment at the rate 
of 5s. That is increasing the assessment in 
that respect by 100 per cent. Under the 
amending Bill, unless a board levies a rate 
equal to Ss. on twenty head of cattle or lOO 
sheep, they cannot get exemption. That is 
not as i& should be; it will be harassing t<> 
a certam class of people. Clause 9 provides 
that the Minister may grant leave to a 
b?ard to discontinue operations under certain 
Circumstances. When a board finds that the 
dingo or the fox has decreased in numbers 
and is practically extinct, they may apply 
for exemption from carrying on their work 
for a certain period. The old Act provi-ded 
that if the fox, marsupial, or dingo had 
decreased to a considerable extent they could 
apply for exemption. ' 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : It is very 
hard to define that. 

Mr. MORGAN: Quite so, and the new 
provision in this measure is a good one. It 
would not be fair that the scalps of dingoes 
or foxes caught in a district where the 
dingoes or foxes do not exist in any numbers 
should be taken to some other board where 
they would be paid for. We have had 
instances where one board was more generous 
than another, and paid 10s. for fox or dingo 
skins, while another hoard paid only 5s. ; and 
the skins were taken to the board which 
paid the larger bonus. I am pleased to note 
that the Minister intends to make it compul
sory that every board shall do what may be 
regarded as a fair thing. I am also pleased 
to know that he does not intend to give 
exemptions, and I hope he will be very strict 
in that connection, because certain boards 
want to escape their responsibilities. When 
a board makes application for exemption, 
the Minister ought not to be satisfied with 
their statement as to the number of dingoes 
or foxes in their area, but should have strict 
inquiries made as to whether the area is 
free from dingoes or foxes. We know that 
foxes and dingoes are on the increase and 
that they do a consideral:Jle amount of 
damage throughout Queensland, and we must 
admit that the present way of dealing with 
them has not proved -successful-has not 
brought about the desired result. In my 
opinion the time will come-in fact I think 
it has come at the present moment-when we 
should abolish marsupial boards, and allow 
the shire councils and the municipal councils 
throughout the State to deal with the 
matter. In Victoria and other States the 
bonus paid for the destruction of dingoes is 
paid by the muncipal councils, and that means 
the doing away with a certain number of 
boards and a corresponding decrease in the 
expenditure. We are now going to have 
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large boards which will deal only with the 
destrwtion of dingoes and foxes. The Bill 
does not make it compulsory for the boards 
to pay for the scalps of wallabies, kangaroo 
rats, and other marsupials. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : The skins 
will pay for them. 

Mr. M ORGAN : Exactly; I agree with the 
hon. gentleman. But seeing that we do not 
make it compulsory to pay fer marsupials, 
is it necessary that we should have a board 
composed of six or seven men, with a secre
tary and offices and other expenses for the 
purpose of dealing with foxes and dingoes? 
The whole of the work could be carried out 
by the local authorities, who could be given 
power to raise rates on stock for the destruc
tion of dingoes and foxes in the same way as 
the boards make levies for that purpose. 
Why should we have a number of boards 
and a number of gecretari.es and other 
officials to deal only with dingoes and foxes, 
when those pests could be dealt with by the 
local authorities throughout the State? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Why are 
they not dealing with the dingo menace now? 

Mr. MORGAN: Because the local authori
ties have not the power to deal with them. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Some of the 
boards in the most thickly-infested portions 
of the State only employ three men to deal 
with them, and they will not give a bonus 
to any outside man. 

Mr. MORGAN: They have power to issue 
permits to scalpers, and this Bill does not 
take that power from them. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Of course, it 
does; they must give 15s. to the men. 

Mr. MORGAN: Yes, but the boards you 
speak of will only give 15s. to the three 
men they employ. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: No; they 
only give them so much a week. 

Mr. M ORGAN: Under this Bill they will 
have to pay 15s. for scalps, but it does not 
say that boards cannot employ men at so 
much per week. I hope that when the Bill 
goes into Committee the Minister will be 
reasonable and listen to suggestions from 
members on this side of the House, and accept 
reasonable amendments. If he takes up that 
position, there will be a chance of getting 
the Bill through in such a form that it will 
not be necessary to alter it to any great 
extent in another Chamber, and we shall 
have a measure which will do more good 
than the present Act is doing, as it will 
bring about a more complete destruction of 
dingoes and foxes than is likely to be brought 
about under the provisions of the existing 
Act. 

Mr. SOMERSET (Stanley) : I think the 
hon. member for Murilla should be congratu
late-d on the interest he has taken in this 
question of marsupial destruction. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : What 
does he mean by " the lousy shire councils" ? 
(Interruption.) 

The SPEAKER : The hon. member can 
make a personal explanation. 

Mr. MORGAN : Mr. Speaker, I wish to 
only do so with the permission of the hon. 
member for Stanley, Mr. Somerset. 

Mr. SOMERSET: I very willingly give it. 
Mr. MORGAN: The Minister, by inter

jection, stated that during the course of my 
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made use of the woDds " ·,ousy 
councils." I wish to say that I did 

anything of the sort, and I do not 
to appear in "Hansar.d" without 

I hope the Minister will 

FOR AGRICULTURE : If 
disclaims having used 

of course, I give in to him; but 
understood him to say so. 

Mr. SOMERSET: I regret that the Minis· 
tor, misunderstanding what the hon. member 
for Murilla was driving at, lost his head, 
and for some considerable time afterwards 
was not ·attending to what the hon. member 
was saying. (Dissent.) I am quite satisfied 
of that, because I saw another hon. member 
of his own party talking to him, and he was 
giving no attention to the hon. member 
who was speaking. The sole desire of the 
hon. member for Murilla, I feel sure, is to 
make this Bill .a good one. (Hear, hear!) 
I am in favour of the introd'll<Jtion of the 
Bill amending the principal Act, but I have 
some objection to it, and my objection-par· 
ticularly in reference to freehold properties
is to doing away with exemptions altogether. I 
want to point out to the Minii'iter that if he 
will take the case of freehold properties given 
up to the purpose of fattening bullocks he 
will find that the scalper may ..JO allowed to 
come in and travel about the paddocks just 
as he likes, on foot, ostensibly with the 
object of destroying dingoes, yet, perhaps, 
there is no dingo within •niles. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Do you 
think they go there for a holiday? 

Mr. SOMERSET: I do not know that 
people will go there for a holiday, but I 
ktww the paddocks in my mind's eye, and 
the class of people who live on them, and 
I can foresee that unless we have those 
exemptiom, on the condition that we destroy 
the dingoes o;;rselves--

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You are not 
doing it. 

Mr. SOMERSET : Make the conditions as 
strict as you like; compel us to destroy the 
dingoes ourselves; but give us the right to 
keep these people out of our boundaries. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You have 
kept them out all along; out you have not 
destroyed the dingoes. 

Mr. SOMERSET: We have destroyed 
them. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: They have 
increased. 

Mr. SOMERSET: At any rate, I have 
drawn attention to that. as the hon. member 
for Murilla has also. Another clause is to 
the effect that the board is compelled to 
levv an assessment in each area. The board 
may have ample funds at their disposal to 
pay for all the scalps likely to be presented, 
at the same time they are compelled to make 
a levy whether it is required or not. I do 
not know that that is wise. I suppose time 
really will soon show whether that amend· 
ment should be repealed or not. Another 
matter to which the hon. member for Murilla 
has drawn attention is the endowment by 
the Government. It seems to me a very 
unfair thing that, whereas under the prin· 
cipal Act the GoYcrnment paid one·fourth 
of the amount exp·ended in t.he destruction 
of dingoes, they now intend to adhere to the 
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in the 
at as 

years. 

of £5,000, 
a V·erage for 

The SECRE'fARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Is that 
not a fair thing to do? 

::V1r. SOMERSET : that was the 
when 5s. was honus paid for 

Now the bonus 15s., and surely 
subsidy should be increased in propor· 

SECRETARY l''OR AGRICULTURE: I have 
told hon. members in my second 

that the average has been 
"'u.·-IIe<triv 12s.-so that there is nothing 

about. 
SOMERSET: I understand that not 

£5,000 has been the average for about 
years. Make the total subsidy now not 

three times that amount, and we shall 
perfectly satisfiBd. If you multiply the 

by three, you ought to increase the 
in the same proportion. With re· 
the exemption of fre·ehold pa;ddocks, 

so that I have a little mob of 
pet kangaroos in my pa.ddocks, and I object 
to anybody destroying them, because every 
wild animal we have is gradually being 
wiped out. As the lion is emblematic of 
England, and the bear of Russia, so the 
kangaroo is emblematic of Queensland. 

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Australia. 

Mr. SOMERSET: Of Australia. I have 
a strong desire to retain those few kang.aroos, 
but if I am not ailowed to prevent undesir· 
able persons from coming into my paddock 
owing to the repeal of this exemption clause, 
then away go my kangaroos. I do. not in· 
tend to say any more, but I thmk the 
Minister should consider what the hon. mem· 
ber for Murilla has said and accept his 
assistance in the spirit in which it is 
offered, because it will certainly tend towar·ds 
making the Bill better than it would be 
otherwise. 

Mr. LAND (Balonne): This is a very im
portant question. Dingoes have been in· 
creasing in number in Queensland to a very 
much greater extent of late years than has 
ever been known before in Queensland. I 
was speaking the other day to a man who 
had nearly fifty years' experience, and he 
told me that last year the dogs had 
increased more than he had ever known 
before. 

Mr. FoRSYTH: In some parts. 
Mr. LAND: 'l'here are two reasons why 

z.ative dogs have increased. One particular 
r8ason is the fact that as a rule cattle·owners 
will not allow anyone to destroy the dogs on 
their holdings, neither will they dootroy the 
dogs themsei ~0s, and consequently their runs 
become breeding·grounds. 

Mr. FORSYTH: Not only cattle·owners. 
Mr. LAND : lt applies to catt]e.owners 

principally, beca,use the sheepowners do their 
best to keep the dogs down. Many sheep
owners have had to do away with their sheep 
altogether on ·JCoount of the dogs being so 
bad. In my opinion, the boards should be 
done away with ~!together; in fact, they 
ought never to have been brought into exis· 
tence. The ·destruction of marsupials has 
been turned over to these boards, and as the 
l>oards are principally composed of cattle
men, they have become practically useless. 
It is the duty of the Lands Department to 
take this matter up, as they have a better 
opportunity of dealing with the matter than 
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the Agricultural D<'partme·nt, because th0 
Lands Department have officers of their own 
all over QueenBland. whose duty it is to 
kok after land matters generally. The hon. 
member for Murilla suggested that the work 
.should be handed over to the shire councils, 
but the shire councils, as a rule, are princi
pulJy compo~ed of co.ttlemen. The boards 
should be wiped out altogether, and a bonus 
c.f £1 should be put on all doge and foxes. I 
do not suppose any man ever killed a dog fnr 
56., and no one vould bother his head to 
kill a dog for f;s. 

Mr. GuNN: I kill them for nothing. 

Mr. LAND: .\ man who kills dogs on his 
<•Wll holding does not want a fee for doing it. 
.\.6 the hon. member for Murilla knows, the 
expense of running the boards is absolutely 
unnecessary. I am glad that the Minister 
has taken this n1ntter up, and I hope rnoro 
effective attention will be given to the work 
Ill the future than has been the case in the 
past. rrhe shire councils do not even look 
.after tame dogs, and a good deal of the 
t1·ouble arises out of the fact that dogs are 
allowed to run wild and thev breed a worse 
kind of dog than the dingo.· Foxes are get
ting more numerous every day and the rabbit 
has been thinned cut a good deal, not because 
of the number killed by the boards but 
tlrough the drought and by foxes. Some 
roople argue that foxes will not interfere 
with sheep 11'hib they can get rabbits. We 
all know that as soon as the rabbits are 
thinned out the !ox will turn his attention 
to the herds, and it is just as much our dut:v 
to destroy foxes as to destroy the dingo. I 
hope the Minister will keep his eye on the 
toards, and see how they get along, because 
they have been a failure in the past, and the· 
Rooner they are wipocl out of existence the 
better. 

Mr. GUNN: Like the hon. member who 
has just spoken, I am against the marsupial 
boardi•. They may have sm:ved a good pur
pose in years gon0 by, but they have out
lived their usefulne,B. I do not wish to inflict 
a long speee>h <>n the House, but I have had 
<1 considerable experience amongst marsupials 
End native dogs. When I was on my father's 
ploce thirty or forty years ago the same con
dition of affairs exist<"d as exists to-dav-the 
,(1ingoes were becoming a great menac~e and 
people had to go out o£ sheep. We got up 
a11 agitation and brought into being, through 
thl' late P. R. Gordon. the Marsupial Act. 
nnd got dingores included with the idea of 
potecting our flocks. After fighting the 
~m go pest .with poison for twenty odd yeare, 
we found 1t was only money thrown away, 
a< the dingoes seemed to increase all the 
same. \Ve then came to the conclusion that 
-the only method of coping with the dingo 
w".s to fence him out. My father imported 
a lot of netting horn Great Britain, and we 
fenced out the native dogs. That got over 
the difficulty. Since then, my sons and my
f.df have taken up property in the Balonne 
<:!<'ctorate, and we tried time after time to 
poison the dingo and to catch him in trans, 
but we have found that there is only one 
method of getting rid of the dog, and that is 
t.o fence him ont. The only thing the 
Government ~an do is to supply the lessoes, 
11~ they are doing at present under the Rabbit 
Act and Mamupial Act, with a sufficient 

quantity of wire-netting to put 
!7 p.m.] around their holdings. I do not 

say that I am the only man that 
i.nowa anything E<bout dingoes, but I am 

only giving my experience. I understand 
that other peoph think differently to me. 
It people want the Marsuptal Act amended 
fer the purpase of killing dingoes, then the 
Minister is doing quite right to bring in 1 

Btll to aesist ibem. Whether this Bill is 
going to do that or not I do not know. Tim<> 
wtll show. I have no objection ta raising the 
fees from Ss. to 15s. In the pa~t we ha vu 
1nade many mi6takes in dealing with this 
n:atter. I kncnv that we have upset the 
balance of na.tur0 in a way detrimental t:> 
onr industries. Some years ago, I was told 
t!mt in the district where I lived the rabbits 
were a frightful pest, but I did not find them 
t<> be a pest at all. Then we were told that 
t':.e foxes did an untol·d amount of damage 
so far as shPcp ,;ere concerned. We were 
tc.ld that the farmers could not keep any
thm~ awav from the fox. I remember five 
or sfx yea;s ago ''hen I had 1ny first experi~ 
ence of foxPs that we could not keep any 
poultry or tame turkey~ from them. The 
foxes used to come in and pull the tail 
feathers out of tho roosters. (Laughter.) I 
admit that they are a horrible nuisance, but 
there is a far ;J"rcater menace than the fox, 
and that is the blowfly pest. The blowfl.v 
r:.est has outdi,ta.nced all the other pests. 
1 think that the blowfly is attributable to 
come E'Ktent to the destruction of the rabbits 
by poison. ':f'he' use of phospho~us h~s con
tributed to tt. Many of our msect1vorous 
brds have he en killed, such .as the mutton 
bird and other;; and these were the birds 
that used to kill the flies. Then, again, the 
dead carcase" of the rabbits encouraged the 
Llowflies to multiply very much. The 
drought came along and killed a great num
ber of our birds. and, on top of the drought, 
comes the fox. He also has killed .a great 
mm1ber of our birds. It is all very well 
kil1ing the dingoes where sheep arc kept, but 
in the Gulf of Carpentaria and up towards 
Cape York there is no need to kill the native 
dog·. They might. be fulfilling some purpose 
of nature, and they are not a grea_t menace 
to anvone up there. The dmgo IS always 
described as a mean and disreputable crea
ture and no one has a good word for him. 
At the same time the dingo is one of the 
most intelligent animals we have. I have 
often wondered how it was that the dingo 
,,]ways took the fattest sheep of the mob. 
I found out afterwards that he drives the 
sheep along the road through the bush. 
Everyone knows that when sheep are travel
l;ng every now and again one of the sheep 
"Lo thinks he knowo more than the re<ot 
will drop out and circle around. It is the 
sheep that does this that the dingo seizes and 
tukes .away. I consider that the dingo has 
forgotten more than the fox will ever know. 
I know that on ono occasion my brother, who 
had a station 'tm the Maranoa, kept a dingo 
ae a pet. In those days, travellers used to 
come up the river. Some people call them 
" 'Valers" and others call them " Sun
clc•wners." They always carried two ration 
bags, one filled with rations which they left 
'lt the creek, and the other empty one which 
they brought JP to the station. On one 
occasion, when one of these men came to 
the- station with his empty ration bag, and 
asked for rations the dingo disappeared, as 
he alwavs did when a stranger came to the 
place. On this occasion the traveller got his 
ba!; filled with rations at the store and ':"ent 
8Way. As soon as he had gone· .the du~go 
came back with the full bag of ratiOns whteh 
he found on t.he creek and delivered them to 
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my brother. (Laughter.) 'I'he di:r:go is a 
nuisance to tlOme cattlen1€ll, but tak1ng. th~1n 
all in all, the cattlemen in the Gulf d1stnct 
v.ould not care to be taxed for the purpose 
•Jf getting rid of these dingoes. I do not see 
why they should be assessed for the purpo" e 
oi killing the dingo up at Cape York. 

Mr. H. L. HARTLEY: How far would a 
Jingo travel in a day? 

Mr. GUNN: He would travel a great dis
tance. The dingo has a district th~ ~ame as 
the union oro-an is er, and he takes 1 t m rota· 
tjon. (Laughter.) I do not wish to go in!o 
detaiL' about thP mea,ure, because we w1ll 
bave plenty of oppo_rtunity to do that w_hcn 
we get into Committee. I do not be~1evo 
in destroying dingoes by traps ~r pOison. 
There is only one way to get nd of the 
d'ngo, and that is to fence him o~t of the 
holding. If you have a wne-nettmg fence 
vm: can keep him out. 
· Mr. MAY: What height of fence would you 
require to keep the dingo out? 

Mr. GUNN: My experience is that we 
put up a rabbit fe>;ce at. t~e bottom, and 
3 feet of marsupial nettmg on top-
6 feet out of the ground and 6 
inches in. I have at the present time 
sons living on the Maranoa in the middle 
of districts that are infested with dingoes, 
and the dingoes are fenced out. I notice 
that there is an anomaly in this Bill. Al
though it is called a " Marsupial Bill," it 
dedares that marsupials are not marsupials 
but dingoes are. Under t~e old A~t the 
marsupials were the marsupials and dmgoes 
were not. Under this Bill the marsupials 
are turned out and the dingoes put in. I 
do not wish to oppose the second reading, 
but I do not think the Bill is going to do 
as much good as some people think. 

Mr. FORSYTH: I think this Bill, with 
some alteration, will do some good. The 
trouble is, for some years past dingoes have 
not been numerous, and all at once they 
come along in great waves. They haYe 
come alo•1g in the last twelve months, and 
in tho south-western part of Queensland 
there have been more dingoes than for many 
years past. How they como in the~e waY~s 
no one can tell. A great deal of monPy 1s 
spent in connection with the dingoes, more 
f"-,pecially on the sheep stat!ons. \Ve have 
been told how mnch the varwus boards pa:;· 
-from 5s. to £1, averaging about 10s.
but as a matter of fact no one has the 
slightest idea as to the a;mount pai? by ~he 
squatter" and selectors m connectwn w1th 
the destruction of dingoes. I notice that 
wme of the boards only pay 5s. As. a 
matter of fact the holders in the Charlev1lle 
district are paying £1 and £1 5s. a scalp. 
That is a good rate, and it pays to do it. 
bee a use the amount of destruction caused 
by even one or two dingoes amongst a 
flock of sheep in a night is a very big
item. It ie known that one dingo will kill 
50 or 60 sheep in a night; that is a very 
heavy lms, and therefore one can easily 
understand how it is as well to try by all 
means to knock out the dingo. They come 
from the Sonth Australian border, where not 
Yerv much care is taken; thev are allowed 
to 'breed in very large numbers, and at 
certain times of the year thev come along 
in gn"tt waves. I think the Minister stated 
that 25,000 dingoes were killed in Queens
land last year. If that is so, it only shows 
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what an amount of destruction can be 
caused by dingoes. I know that one or two 
boards in the south-western part of the 
State have killed as many as 4,000 or 5,000 
in a year. They cause a great amount of 
damage, and while that is so, if by some 
means wo ca,n arrang-e to have them kept 
out, it would be a very good thing to do. 
I can quite understand that the best way 
to keep them out is to fence them out, but 
that is a very exp0nsive job, and to anyone 
who has a large area of country it amounts 
to a huge sum of money. It is quite true 
that a rabbit netting fence is about 3 feet 
out of the ground, and you can get mar
supial fences about 3 feet 6 inches; but I 
was talking to a man who had put up 
netting for 7 feet ant of the ground, and 
even then some old dingoes had managed 
to get across. Therefore, while I believe 
that netting is a great preventive of the 
dingoes, it is a most expensive thing, and 
at the present time you cannot get netting. 
A great many holdings have put men on 
at £1 10s. a week to trap, and on top of 
that they give them £1 a head for every 
dingo, and that is subsidised by the various 
local boards from 5s. to a higher rate. 
One of ihe great reasons why the dingo, 
so far as the sheep people are concerned, is 
a great menace is because in a great many 
places where cattle are adjoining sheep, 
the people on the cattle run do not take 
the same interest in trying to destroy the 
dingoes as she<'P men do, and consequently 
a large number of cattle holdings are really 
the breeding grounds to a large extent, 
and the sheep men have to suffer the 
damage. \Ve know that the dingoes kill 
a few calves, but not very many, but when 
the:;· get among sheep the~· can do a _gre~t 
deal of destruction, and they are domg 1t 
all the time. I know of one pastoralist in 
the western district who lost in one paddock 
alone over 5,000 wethors, because a great 
mob of dogs had got in. He went to the 
expense of putting up a wire netting fence
ma"'upial netting on top of rabbit netting
and even then, because he had not sufficient 
marsupial netting to complete the work, the 
dogs arc still gdting in. vV e can, therefore, 
sec the amount of damage and loss accruing 
from dingoes, and there is not the slightest 
doubt the:: appear to be increasing all the 
time. There is not the number of dmgoes 
at the present time as there were twelve 
months ago, but we know the;.· are steadily 
increasing and going north. At the present 
time th0v are about Blackall and Barcal
cline. ~'e know that they travel long dis
tances, and I haYe been told by some people 
they travel as many as 50 miles a day. But, 
in any case, there is no doubt of the fact 
that anv lPgis!ation that is to help in any 
way to 'kill the dingo will be a step in the 
right dirPdion. Personally, I have no 
objection at all to the rate being raised 
from 5s. and making it compulsory on the 
basis of 15s. Some people have not been 
properly endeavouring to keep dingoes out, 
and they have been let off because some 
of the boards, in mv estimation, have not 
hf'en pushing in this matter, and consequently 
there has been no flction taken bv some of 
iheso boards. I think it is most" essential, 
no matter whether a man is a cattle man 
or not. while h0 mav not lose anvthing, on 
the other hand. he" should not "allow his 
countr·.: to become the breeding g-round for 
dingoc"s, and, therefore, any legislation of 
that sort is something in the right direction .. 
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One of the objections in this Bill has already 
been mentioned bv the hon. member for 
:!\Iurilla, n_tl that· is in r~gard to exemp
tions. I thmk that subsectwn (4) of section 
19 should be retained, and I will give ;; on 
my rca•ons for that. I think the Minister 
,,·ill remember that when he introduced the 
Brands Act Amendment Bill recently he 
knew the spectal re<tson why some of those 
an1ondrnt>1_;_ts \Yore introduced \Yas becau~~e 
there arc· some people who manage to get 
brantls very like the brands of other people, 
and they are able to utilise those brands 
in such ·a way that theY can brand other 
people's stock. Under 'the new Act the 
'Minister has the power to change the brand 
when he likes, and I believe it was a good 
thing to introduce that proYision, because 
certain indiYiduals were in the habit of 
liYing on other people. \\Tith regard to 
<'xemptwns under this measure, I think it 
is only right that subsection 4 of section 
19 of the principal Act should be retained, 
bec.msc the same thing applies in connection 
,,.-ith permits as applied in cases whore men 
posseo<2d cattle brands similar to brands 
alread,- in existence. There arc some people 
who siuply make an excuse to get permits 
in order that they may go on the lands of 
other persons and do all sorts of things 
other than killing dingoes. We know that 
in the far western districts a considerable 
number of stock are stolen in the course 
of the year, and that men use permits for 
that particular purpose. 

Th0 SECRETARY FOR AGR1Ct:LTURE: The 
boarJ.s haYe power to is::-ue pennits. 

::\1r. FORSYTII: WP take that power 
away b.- this mea,urc. The :Minister must 
'be satisfie-d from the information he has re
ceiyed in his office that such things as I 
ha:ve referred to arc taking place. If you 
take away h:om the board the power to 
grant C'Xt:\n1ntlons '<~'hif'h is o-iven in subsec
tion (41 of ection 19, then n a permit must 
-be gl'a nted to anyone 1nakir~g an applica
tion. I agree \YiJh the lvfinister that anvone 
who kills kangarocs will get sufficient for 
the skins to pay him for hio work, but if 
you take Rway from the board the power 
·to grant c·cemption to the holder of a run, 
pern1its n1ay be ·issued to suspicious indi
:-iduals who want to go on the land belong
mg to other persons for no good purpose. 
If the owner of a station applies for -an 
exen1ption it is nece,._~ary for him to explain 
why he objects to anyone getting a permit 
to go on his holding, and unless he gives a 
Ratisfactory explanation, the board are not 
likely to gr .nt him exemption. I think I 
have given good reason why we should re
tain mbscction (4) of section 19 of the prin
cipal Art. 1 could give the hon. gentleman 
a great deal n1orc inforn1ation with regard 
to the matter, and with regard to the excuses 
that men make so as to get permission to 
go on a holding when they have no more 
intention of killing dine-oes than 1ny boots. 
I kno\vn so1ne station-o\Yners in tho \V est 
who lost a large number of horses after these 
gentlemen with permits to kill dingoes had 
been on their holdings. others who lost -a 
large nnmb0r of sheep, and others again who 
had some of their cattle t;,ken away. I do 
not br,,nd every man who gets a permit as 
dishor bec'tUse I believe that many of 
·those men get permits for the perfectly 
honcct purpose of killing dingoes, but it is 
a well-( ctcJblished fact that some of these 
persons go on to holdings for no good pur-

pose. The members of the boards, as a rule, 
arc nlPll \vho own runs, and they knov,r the 
men ,dw apply for permits, and can form a 
just clcci; ion as to whether those permits 
should qe granted or not. I hope the ::\1inis
tcr will n1akc inquiries fron1 his O\Vll officers 
'vith regard to this matter. If he does, I 
have not the slightest doubt that they will 
confirm ,vhat I have sJicl. One or two cases 
came before the department during the last 
fol\l' months with regard to \vhich the officers 
of the -rkpartm<:'nt said they were most 
suspicions cases. There is no o~casion to 
gra11t pennits in. connection .'vr~h . sheep 
stations oY selections, because rt rs In the 
interr•·t of anv man who has sheep to get 
rid ,;f the di;:,goes as soon as po_.,,ible, as 
while thev arc there theY are lo1lmg sheep 
all the tirne. · 

The SECRET.\RY FOR AGRICULTURE: The ob
ject of this clause is to make the whole of 
the State subservient to the Act. 

l\lr. FORSYTH: I contend that the board 
should hayc power to refuse a permit to a 
man to g·o on a holding for the purpose of 
killing ding-oes in cases where the owner 
does not desire that such permit should be 
granted. The ownL'r should have the right 
to get exemption 1~ he can show sufficient 
Teasons why exemptwn should be granted. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : One 
board has <tlreaclv granted as many as thirty
eight cxe1nptionS in its area. 

Mr. FORSYTH : I -do not lo;o_w abo;>t 
that but I am sure that if the Mmister will 
mal~e inquiries he _will find t):tat e':'idence has 
been a-iycn latch· m connectiOn w1t.h matters 
of thfs sort wh.ere the actions of th~ _men 
concerned ha :ve been most snspiCJous. 
Station-o·\vnc1·s should be protected from men 
of that charader. As -a matter of fact, I 
believe that each of the •,tations out west 
emplov trappers. I know some; which em· 
ployecl ft vc or six trappers durmg the. p_ast 
tweh-e months for the purpose of !nllmg 
dingoes. . 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Is It _not 
a strang·e fact that out of 143 exempti_ons 
g-ranted in the State no less than thirty 
'\\Tcre granted by ono board? 

::Vh-. FORSYTH: That may be so, but tl_te 
hoJt. Q'entlcman knows that thc)re are certam 
little~ ,,,Actions of Queensland where . the~e 
thino·s do occur. There is a large sectron 111 

the Gulf countrY. There is also a mmsider
able nun1ber o( 1nen in Windorah who are 

p.·etting- a lot of scalps, and I 
[7.30 ]>.m.] think that +hose men who are 

· do in a- their best should be pro
tected. If the 

0

hon. gentleman will m<;tke 
inquiries, he will line! that _what I am s~nng 
is correct. Under the Bill, the maxtmum 
rate of assL'S"l11f>nt -which n1ight formerly be 
lcYicd is ,,tlu·n away. I dr, not know that 
that is a ],ad thing. The boards had no 
power to charg:e more than 5s. without the 
permission of the Minister. The Act pro
vided that, except with the approYal of the 
Minist<•r, no assessment should exceed 5s. on 
Pverv 10C hea,cl of cattle or sheep. Although 
the !naximum of 7s. 6d. was there, no one 
could increase the amount above 5s. It is 
more than likelv that the same number o~ 
dino·oes will be 'killed this year, but I hope 
it ~-ill be a gro-at deal less. and if tho 
~mount is raised to 15,. it will come to a 
verv laro-e sum. I think it would be better 
to adopt the suggestion of former speakers.--

Mr, Forsyth.] 
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that the Gu>"ernment should not fix a rate 
<it alL but pay one-fourth of tlw total >1 hat
r'Yer lt rnlght be. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICcLTL"RE: Remem
ber that the avcra~e of the pn;scnt scale i<-
about 12s. o 

Mr. FORSYTH : If the amount is raised 
to lEJ., m::n·-e .c"pcci-a]ly where dingoe~ arc 
prevalent, 1t vnll n1ean that a larger an1ount 
of money will have to b<-l r.1ised. I think it 
would be hotter to subsidise the boards to 
the extent of one-fourth of the total amount. 
The Gonrnmcnt have stated in the Bill that 
only £5,000 _will be granted. On looking up 
the report l find that only £4,370 was paid 
last y• <-tr, and that 1va9 on a basis o:f .ari 
average of 10•-. Consequently, the average 
has been . e1;;ceeded b0 50 per cent., and if · 
tho baSis 13 15s. a ven· l arrrc amount will be 
'equ_ircd. I~ the far' West the:·e is a large 
portwn of Crown land where clmgoes breed, 
because n'? one bothers about that country, 
and the d1ngot''"i then go on to other countrv 
which is stocked. These breeding-grouncls 
are a gn-\d.t menace, and the Government 
should assist the boards more materiallv. I 
trust thcv will see their wa.:v to do so. 'It is 
l"?PC~sed to repBal, in section 34 (a) of the 
prmc1pal Act, tho words "diminution in tho 
numher of marsupials." and to substitute the 
words " practical extinction o£." \Yhile vou 
may in some cases believe that the din,;oes 
are extinct, they sometimes come back again 
and upset the whole of your calc-ulations. I 
~hall be glad if the proposale made will lead 
Ill any way to the stampin~; out of the 
terrible pest. I quite agre•· that the blow
flY, pes~ has been a great evil, and I do not 
thmk. It_ has ever been worse in QueenslanJ 
than It IS at the present time. That has been 
c«uscd through t)J0 continuou' rainc all over 
the State, the mug-gy we-ather having given 
them a great chancP to inNca•.,•. There is 
another pest which has not been mentioned 
''Y , ny previous speaker, and which is doing 
an f'nonnolr.:.; amount of damage-that is the 
eagle huwk. _In \VeQtern Queendand p~opl0 
r·a;r 2,,., and In n1any eases 2s. 6fl.. for ever\ 
eag-!e hawk dcstroye·d and brought in. It ;, 
a [1It_v_ that the. ~1inister has not nrovidf'd in 
the Bdl for a certa. in amount to be paid for 
eaglP hawko, as he will find that in the 
south-,wc-·-tern. district,, the,, have been very 
prcvaJf'nt dunng the last twelve months. and 
~ave caused heavy losses among,;t the lambs. 
bome of the men out there have been doin" 
remar!<ablv WPll ?Y shooting and poisoning 
e~g-]e nawks. I smcPrely hone that this Bill 
will do. good, and that the Government v:ill 
~C:e the1r \vay to inc~''0~.<,f' +h\ amount pro
"d.E·d, because the Mm1ster will sec that, as 
1t 1s compuls.ory to pay a 1nnch higher rah" 
than wa, paid before, the boards will have 
~ast upon t}wm much g-reater financial 
ourdcns. It wonkl be verv hard on some. 
of the .hourds, and thev will have to raise 
som0 J:I!\ amounts. ond that is nrobably why 
thP l\fm1ster has taken awa' the maximum 
amount of 7s. 6d. · · -

Th<' SECRETARY FOR AGRJCcLTcRE: Is not 
that a good reason? 

. Mr. FORSYTH: There is no doubt that 
m son;e crtses the bo~rds will have to apply 
to ha> e the amounts mcreased to a consider
a~le ~xt':'nt :;bove those mentioned in the 
Bill, 1f the dmgoes are as bad as last year 
an~ it i, only fair that the Government should 
ass1st. the boards to a greater extent, more 
especmlly a.s a good many of the dingoes 
come from Crown lands. The very fact that 

[Hr. Forsyth. 

Crown lands are great breeding grounds for 
dingoes and foxe'· shows that it would be a 
very good thing if the Government were a 
little more liberal to the boards. In fact, 
so far from their trying to assist the boards, 
it appears to me that they are going to appoint 
them and let them find the money them•elves. 
The hon. the Minister has told us that dur
ing the last nine or ten years the average 
subsidy has not been more than £5,000, and 
that in the last year about 25,000 dingoes 
were killed, and the Government subsidy 
amounted to £4,370. Therefore, they have 
not pa.id a great deal. I feel inclined to 
agree with some hon. members who have 
already spoken, when they say that the sub
sidv should be increased from one-fourth to 
anything up to 50 per cent. There is one 
thing I will say-that I hope this will be 
the means of making cattle runs immediately 
adjoining sheep runs take a little trouble in 
getting dingoe; killed. I know of some cases 
where they do not do it, and the ca.ttle runs 
are breeding grounds of dingoes. Something 
should be done to provide that the cost of 
exterminating a menace to the whole com
munity should be borne by the whole com
munity. I believe the pest can be rooted 
out if drastic measures are taken by every
body. But if only a certain number kill 
them and others do not take the trouble, 
then certain areas are simply breeding 
grounds, a.nd the sheep men bear the brunt. 

Mr. MAY (Jilindus): I welcome this Bill. 
I think it is one of the• best Bills that have 
been brought in for some time for the benefit 
of the p;cstnralist and the grazier in the 
\V utern pares of Queensland. I think it is 
going to do a lot of good. During my recent 
tour in my electorate a good many people 
expre·"sed themselves as being in favour of 
placing the ma.tter under the shire councils. 
Others are of a different opinion, so that 
they are not unanimous, and my own idea 
follows that of the hon. member for Balonne, 
who thinks there should be a separate board 
entirely, administered by the Lands Depart
ment. The hon. member for Carnarvon 
mentioned dingo fences. He said they must 
be something over 6 feet high, but I think 
any amount of dogs could get over a 6-foot 
fence. 

Mr. FoRSYTH : It would be only an odd 
dog. Not many would get over 6 feet. 

Mr. MAY: I think there are a good many 
'"ho could. I have seen terriers go over a 
6-foot fence. 

Mr. FORSYTH : You could not. 

Mr. MAY: No, but the hon. member 
m!ght, because his legs are longer than 
mme. (Laughter.) Anyhow, I do not sit 
on a. fence like the hon. member. (Renewed 
laughter.) If tho grazier had to put a 6-foot 
fence round his selection, it would be a. 
terrible cost to him. We notice that through 
the extension of our railways, sheep raising 
is extending into what was cattle country. 
People are finding that the country is abso
lutely suitable for the rearing of sheep, 
but the cattle man takes very little notice 
of the dingo, as most hon. mem.bers who have 
any knowledge of the Western part of Queens
land know, with the result that that land 
is dingo infested, and a large amount of the 
burden falls on the sheep man. And we 
know that, as a national asset, the sheep is 
the better. In cattle country we find that 
most of thP rates are low, but in sheep 
country the rates for scalps are much high<>l". 

Mr. FORSYTH: Some rates arc low. 
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Mr. MAY: If we had a good stiff tax all 
round and allowed the trappers to get tu 
work we would certainly kill a good number 
of ding·oes. Sometimes I know the scalpers 
or trappers can do a little bit of harm, and 
the hon. member for lYiurrumba, who has 
great experience of the Gulf, has spoken of 
his experience of years ago, and how many 
men have made great incomes by going 
trapping and duffing. 

Hon. J. TOLMIE: What is that? 

~1r. M.l Y: The hon. member for Too
woomba is not so ignorant that I have to 
explain the meaning of that to him. (Laugh
ter.) Let him ask the hon. member for Wide 
Bay or the hon. member for Cooroora, or 
the hon. member for Carna.rvon. They all 
know what duffing means. I do not blame 
them. Had I been in the position mysdf 
I would have done it. (Laughter.) The hon. 
member for Carnarvon was talking about 
dingoes running into the hollow logs. I 
suppose we Fhall have to put on a. man to 
go round and nail up the ends. (Laughter.) 
That would not be a bad scheme at all. 

Mr. FORSYTH: Have you many dingoes in 
your district? 

Mr. MAY: Anv amount of them. That is 
what I am speaki'ng of, that and the district 
of the hon .. member for Gregory, where 
sheep are takmg the place of cattle and din
goes are doing an immense amount of 
damage. 

Mr. :M:cPHAIL: ·what are they paying for 
scalps? 

Mr. ::\!I' AY : A short time ago they were 
paying only 5s., but they raised it to £1. 
Had we a. good scalp tax and enforced it 
all over Queensland, not in one particular 
part-in the sheep districts-we could get 
rid of the dingo. There is one suggestion 
that was made by the hon. member for 
Mm·rumba that I would like to see carried 
out. I do not like to take anything from 
the other side, but it would be a good thing 
if we could get some clause inserted to 
include eagle hawks. 

Mr. ::VIOORE (;1ubigny): On the whole, 
the Bill i' rather a good one, but there 
are several clauees in it with which I do 
not agree. The clause to which I principally 
?bject to is _the one with regard to not grant
mg cxcmptwns. I do not sec that there is 
a_nything to be gain0~ in not allowing exemp
twn, v·hc o apphcatwn has to be made to 
the board and when reasons have to be 
given. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Don't 
forget that 142 cxen.ptions have been granted 
already, and thirty-eight by one board. 

:vir. MOORE: That may be quite neces
sary in most instances. ~s far as my -ex
pcricnc:r' goc'';, it is only in the inside countrs 
where the cxc1nptions are granted, in which 
cases the owners do mo-,t of the trapping 
themselves. I know perf0ctly well that there 
are foxrs and dingo os there, but in cases \V here 
the owners arc doing thei_r best to destroy 
the pests, nnd for specral reasons they 
do not 'vant scalpers working in certain pad
docks. they should be able to get exemption 
if they can give a sufficient reason to the 
board. Thcv have to ,atisfy the board that 
they arc doing a fair thing, and that they 
are endeavouring to extern1inate the dingoes 
and foxf?<::,. There ha" been some talk about 
shire councils doing the work of these boar,ds. 
I do not agree' with that idea at all, as the 
shire c<Juncils have plenty to do at th$ 

present time without having any mor6 work 
thrust upon them. Only the other day the 
shire council of which I am a member had 
a letter from the Home Department asking 
how many men were put on for killing mos
quitoes. FaLcy putting on men in these 
outside shires to kill mosquitoes! For sev
eral vear, past, at the local authoritie,' con
ferences in Bri -bane, a proposal has been 
made that shire councils c0uld be'ter ad
mini:oter thc~e boards; but the proposal has 
been thrown out by a very large majority in 
each case, because it was recognised that 
the shire councils have quite enough to do, 
and in 1nany cases--

The SECR:;~'ARY FOR AGRICULTURE : They do 
not do it. 

::\Ir. MOORE: They would not be able to 
do this work. For the last three years appli
caJions had been received from the North, 
asking that wild pigs should be declared to 
be marsupials, as they arc very destructive. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIOTILTURE: Also 
€illUS and Cl'O\VS. 

:VIr. MOORE : Crows are a different thing 
altogether, becau·o, while. in some parts of 
Queensland, the crow rs a tremendous 
menace, in the sugar districts it is a great 
benefit. 

2\1r. FORSYTH: They kill Jambs, too. 

Mr. :i\IOO.RE: When you are making a 
law for the whole of Queensland you cannot 
put crows in, but wild pigs are only bad 
in the North, and when the people of the 
North ask for them to be put in as mar
supials, I do not see any reason why they 
should not be put in, seeing that they are 
prepared to tax them,-dves to pay for the 
dbtruction of the pigs. In Victoria as well 
as here. it has been said that foxes should 
not be brought in because they kill rabbits. 
I remember many years ago in New Zealand, 
when the rabbits first became very bad, a 
large number o£ ferrets were let loose to kill' 
the rabbits. Soon the ferret; bec;,me a great 
pest, and a lot cf weasels were let loose 
to kill the ferrets, and after that they let 
loose a lot of stoats to kill the weasels. When 
it i'· boiled dowu, it means that the people 
who own the propertv have to kill the last 
pe,<t. It is best to start at the beginning, 
and I am verv glad to see that foxes have 
been put in. I ccrtainlv think an overs.ight 
was made in section 31 ,as far as the dmgo 
rs concernf\d. It reads-

" The rate for the st-alp of a dingo, 
irrespective of age, shall not be less than 
5<, ; but the rate fixed for the scalp of 
a fox need not be the same as the rate 
Hxed for the scalp of any other dingo." 

It should certainb' be the same. 
The Sr cRETARY EOR AGRICULTURE : It was 

the intention to make it the mme. 

Mr. ::YIOORE: Foxes breed very rapidly 
in Queemland, and far quicker than in colder 
countries. [ kno-w of an instan<>e where one 
fox had thirteen young ones in the one litter, 
and vou can, therefore, understand how 
rapid!;, they breed. Consequently, it will 
mean ·a very large .expense if the same rate 
is to be paid for foxes as for dingoes. To 
a large extent it is on vacant Crown lands 
where they breed, and where they are most 
difficult to get at, and therefore the Govern
ment should not alter the section which says 
that one-fourth should be paid by the Crown. 
There is another matter that I would like 

Mr. Moore.J 
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to call attention to, and which has been 
omitted from this Bill. l would very much 
like to sec a balance-sheet of the various 
mm"-upi:tl hoards published in some paper 
in the di,cc·ict where the board has its being. 
At the prc,cnt time no balance-sheet has to 
be pubJi,hed, and a groat deai of dissatis
faction arie.es because many of the people 
who pay the levy think that the administra
tion expenses arc too high in proportion to 
the amount expended on ,calps. 'vVhen the 
local authorities havr- to publish a balance
sheet, I do not sec why these boards should 
not publish a balance-sheet, so that every
body can see how the money is expended. 
This has boon a<lwd for several times, and 
it is only a rea··onable thing, HS the expense 
would not be vel') great. Then, with regard 
to the question vhere more n1oney js col
le~ted than is required in the year, I do not 
thmk 1t should be compulsorv for the board 
to have to make a lev1 If they do not need 
the money. Under the Local Anthorities 
Act a shire connc1l need not levy a rate if 
the money is not required, and in this con
nection the Governor in \'ouncil has full 
power. If he thinks, for the reasons put 
before him that an assessment in any vear 
is not required, then it is quite competent 
for him to say that it need not be put on 
and thPro is no necessity to make a hard-and: 
fast rule that the assessment must be made. 
~u1:ely_, whateyer GoYernment is in power, 
If It IS proved to them that a board has 
collected more moneJ than is required in a 
certain year, and :t is pointe-d out that there 
is sufficient money in hand to carry them on 
for the year, they should be competent to 
sav that no levv need be made for that 
ye-ar. The board in whose area I happen 
to live at the present time has not had to 
make a levy this year because so few scalps 
have had to be paid for. In a case like that 
it is only reasonable that the Minister should 
be able to grant ,_Jermission to not make a 
levy. It is no usG raising money unless it 
is intended that any money left over shall 
go into the consolidated revenue. I do not 
suppose that is intended. 

The SECRETARY FOR AC<RICULTURE : That will 
not be done. 

Mr. ::\IOORE : Then, v:hat is the sense of 
making a hard-and-fast rule such as this, 
when it is in the interests of the board and 
in the interests of the Minister to be able to 
give relief from assessment for twelve months 
when the money is not required, and it 
might often happen that such will be the 
case. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : The point 
will be considered. 

Mr. MOORE : I am pleased the Minister 
is going to be reasonable. This afternoon 
apparently, the Secretary for Railways was 
going to be very reasonable over this Bill, 

and I thought he might have pre
[8 p.m.] vailed on the Secretary for 

Agriculture to accept some more 
amendments. I trust the hon. gentleman 
will accept other amendments, especially one 
dealing with exemptions. Even though he 
hedges exemptions about with safeguards, 
there is no question that exemptions should 
be granted in some cases. I am in accord 
with any Bill that is likely to do away with 
pests like the dingo and the fox. I have 
had experience here and also in Victoria of 
the great damage done by those pests, and, if 
the Bill is likely to de,tl with them, and deal 

[Mr. Moore. 

with them quickly, it is going to be a pnblio 
benefit. There are one or two safeguards 
that I think should be put in to afford pro
tection in cases where protection is required. 

Mr. BOOKER (TVide Bay): One c:1nnot 
get away from the gravity and importance 
of this Bill so far as the stockowners in South
western Queensland are concerned. On 
account of the ravages of this pest, men have 
had to sell sheep stations becaues they could 
not carry on in that part of the country. 
But the question I am going to raise is that 
there :-<hould he a h 'llt'1;,tf'd a:ca. I qult~ 
understand that the men in che south-west 
"re suffering very seriously from the dingo, 
but the men on the coast and the tableland 
men are suffering ~eriously from ticks, and 
I am quite satisfied from my own experi
ence that the yearly payments of the cattle
owner. whether he owns ten head or whether 
he owns 10,000 head, are a very heavy drain 
upon his resources. If a man runs a cattle 
property effectively in the tick-infested area, 
it is necossa.ry for him to dip almost every 
three, four, or five weeks thronghont the 
best part of the year. This involves a very 
heavy charge upon his resources, not only 
because of the constant dipping, but because 
of the increased cost of the mixture, the 
cost of labour, and the damage done to cattle, 
because there is serious damage done to the 
cattle, more particularly to breeding cows 
when in calf. 

Periodicallv there are outbreaks of tick 
fever. DUI·i,}g the last few days, I regret to 
sav that redwater has developed in some 
pl~ces in a very bad form, even in herds that 
have been inoculated twice. 

The West ern men-both cattle and sheep 
men-suffer from this one pest that we are 
dealing with just now. We recognise the 
blowfly is a more serious pest in some of 
the western districts than it is on the coast; 
but, notwithstanding th<tt the cattlemen in 
the west suffer from none of these other 
disabilities, the Bill provides th~t the man 
on the coast who already carrws a very 
he a YV annual burden, shall bear the further 
burden of a tax for the benefit of people in a 
certain district. In common justice to the 
settlers on the coast, the Minister should 
take that into consideration, and define the 
area in the south-west which will be benefited 
by the passage of the Bill, and not ask men 
who are already carrying a bigger burden 
than these south-western men, to pay this 
additional tax. It is double-banking one 
section of the community in the interests of 
another section. I speak feelingly, because I 
know what my burden is in keeping my herd 
and my proper~y clean, which I am doing 
largelv in the m~rests of closer settlement 
later on. That is a burden that the man on 
the coast has to carry, but which the western 
man has not to carry, and the former will be 
burdened equally with the latter with 
reopeet to the assessment to. be made under 
this Bill. I would emphasise another very 
important point which was raised by the hon. 
member for Murrumba. To give free access 
to anyone anywhere is altogether unjust. As 
the hon. member said, there are men who 
are welcome on any holding, but there are 
others who are not welcome on any holding, 
and the owner of a holding should have some 
protection from men who are a menace to 
his business. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULT1:RE: 'Vould 
you restrict the office o: trapper to university 
graduates? 
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Mr. BOOKER: That kind of interjection 
is not worthy of the Minister. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULT"GRE : Surely 
the boards may be trusted to select respect
able men ? They are not all fools. 

Mr. BOOKER: I am dealing with the 
Bill in t~e faires_t way possible, and I do 
not want mter]ochons of that nature. There 
a.re university graduates who are just as big 
la rrikins as other people and there are 
Ministers of the Crown who are just as big 
larrikins as other people. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULT"GRE: Not here. 

1\fr. BOOKER: It is unjust for the Crown 
to give the prerogative to any person to go 
on to another man's holding just as he likes. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: The 
Crown does not do that; the board does it. 

Mr. BOOKER: Ever since the original 
Act was passed, the practice has been for the 
boards to give or to refuse permits, and that 
practice has worked admirably well in the 
interests of everybody concerned, even of the 
trappers and shooters themselves. I know 
trappers and shooters who resent certain 
men going on to the holdings that they are 
shooting over. As a matter of fact, the 
pastoralists and the selector prefer to deal 
with the whole question themselves, and many 
stockowners have a grave objection to allow
ing men to go on to their properties. This 
is a matter that concerns myself. I dis
charged two men, and those men deliberately 
got permits to come and interfere with my 
stock. That kind of thing prevails, and the 
men referred to do not happen to be either 
university professors or Cabinet Ministers. 
Human nature is a peculiar thing even in 
Cabinet Ministers; and, when a man is pre
pared to do a thing like that, he will do it, 
and the result is that his previous employer 
suffers through having discharged him. I 
have had that experience, and there is no 
question that it is not just or right for a 
man who is known to be an objectionable 
character to have the right to go on to 
any man's holding for any specified purpose, 
more particularly a specific purpose like 
this, where great damage can be done. With 
the exception of probably those two points, I 
can quite understand the Bill is absolutely 
necessary; but, if the Minister deals with 
the question justly and equitably, he will 
take some little notice of what I have said 
on those two points. 

Question-That the Bill be now read a 
second time-put and passed. 

The committal of the Bill was made an 
·Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

POSTPONEMENT OF ORDER. 

LASD AcT AMENDMENT BILL-LEGISLATIVE 
COUNCIL'S AlYIE:SDiliENTS. 

The PRE:\IIER : I beg to move-

" That the consideration of Order No. 
3-Lcgislative Council's amendments in 
Land Act Amendment Bill-be post
poned until after the consideration of 
Order No. 7." 

Mr. STEVENS (Rosewood) : I merely rise 
to say that I think the Premier might have 
given the House some reason why he is asking 
for this alteration in the business-sheet. 

The PREMIER : I told your leader. 

I-Io:s. J. TOLMIE: I mav sav that the 
Premier consulted me in rcga,:d to this 
matter. and we will raise no objection to it. 

'The PRE~nm: The leader of the party is 
the proper party to consult. 

Question put and passed. 

INDUSTRIAL ARBITRATION BILL. 

LEGISL.\TIVE COUNCIL'S AMENDMENTS-PRO
POSED FREE CONFERENCE. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
I beg to move-

" 'That Order No. 4-Considoration of 
Legislative Council's amendments in 
Industrial Arbitration Bill--be postponed 
until to-morrow." 

The necessitv for the postponement has 
arisen because it is proposed to hold a free 
conference beb1 ecn the two Houses to
n1orrow. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: I understood we were 
going to discuss this measure. I understood 
from the Premier that we might postpone 
Order Ko. 3-Land Act Amendment Bill
for the purpose of assisting the Government 
in disposing of two or three other matters on 
the businecs-paper. 

The PREMIER: I understood I mentioned 
the free conference. 

Ho:-~. J. TOLMIE: The hon. gentleman 
said that it was possible that a free conference 
would take place, but I asked if he was going 
straight on with the business as arranged on 
the paper. 

The PREMIER : The Minister will at once 
moYe that a free conference be held. 

Ho:-~. J. TOLMIE: It might be necessary 
for us to discuss the measure. We arrange 
our business in accordance with the sheet 
handed to us in the morning, and I thought 
we were going on with the discussion of this 
matter. 

The PREMIER: The necessity for post
poning this Order arose after I spoke to the 
leader of the Opposition. After seeing the 
ropr<:sentative of the Government in the 
Legislative Council a decision was come to 
with regard to moving for the postponement 
of this Order, as it is desirous that a free 
conference shall be held. The Minister will 
move for that directly. That may do away 
with a lot of discussion that might otherwise 
take place on this Order. I understood that 
the leader of the Opposition was prepared to 
go down to No. 7 on the business-sheet. 

Hon. J. ToL~IIE: No, No. 6. 

The PREMIER : Well, it was understood 
that we would go a certain distance with No. 
7-tho Constitution Act Amendment Bill. I 
am prepared to confer with the hon. gentle
man later. 

Question put and passed. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
With the consent of the House, I would like 
to move a resolution. 

Hon. E. G. Theodore l 
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FISH SUPPLY BILL. The SPEAKER: Is it the pleasure of the 
House that the Secretary for Public ·works 
be allowed to move a resolution without 
notice? 

CoNSIDERA'f!ON rN CmrMITTEE OF LEGISLA1'IVlli
Cov~wrL's AillENDMENTS. 

HoNOURABLE ·MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
I beg to move that the following message 
he forwarded to the Legisla.tive Council:- · 

"The Legislative Assembly having 
received the Legislative Council's message 
of date 7th November, intimating that 
they insist on C(·rta-in of their amend
ments in the Industrial Arbitration Bill, 
to which the Legislative Assembly have 
diF'l!'reed, request a free conference with 
the Legislative Council, with a view to 
arriving at a mutual agreement with 
respect to the said amendments. 

" The Legislative Assembly have ap
pointed the Hon. E. G. Theodore and 
Mr. J. T. Gilday to b~ the managers 
to represent them at such conference." 

In support. of the motion I may saY that 
representations were made to the Govei:nment 
by certain hon. members in another place 
when it was suggested that some of the diffi
culties now outstanding night be overcome 
if a, free conference took place. I see no 
reason whv we should decline to meet hon. 
members 'from another place, and conse
quently I move according!:'. I think the 
conference will take place to-morrow evening. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: I have no objection at 
?Jl to the free conference being held if the 
Minister thinks that some satisfactory 
arrangement might be come to in connection 
with it. I have seen a number of free con
ferences in my time, and although they 
generally help to do good, I know that 
conferenC<'s have been held with the object 
of trying to bridge over a difficulty, and they 
ha.ve been dealt with from a parliamentary 
point of view. 

Mr. PET~RSON: You have got representa
tion in another place. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: Don't 
forget that at the last free conference on the 
taxation proposals the Minister was the only 
one present from this House. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: I am only speaking of 
the free conferences with which I have been 
associated. If hon. members are goine- to 
endeavour to work it on strict party hnes, 
we might as well thrash it out in the House. 
The practice hitherto has been to appoint 
managers selected from both sides of the 
House, The object in view has always been 
to disarm criticism as much as po'Sible and 
try to arrive at some amicable arrangement, 
but, if the Government desires to restrict it 
to party lines, they can do so. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC VVORKS: It is 
not a question of strict party lines, but of 
the Government's views being represented. 
There is no representative of this party repre
sented by the Council on the conference. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: If the Government want 
to make it strictly party, they have the 
majority and they can carry it. 

Mr. BERTRAM: You have the majority in 
another place. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: I am not talking about 
another place now. We will have time to 
talk about the other place some other time. 

Question put and passed. 

[Hon. E. Q. Theodore. 

(Jir. 1Je1'frarn, Jiaree, in the 1 :.rtir.) 

The TREASURER: The Council haHl 
made two amendments in clausp 5 in rela
tion to the inclusion of oysters in connection. 
with the business of fieh supply. The matter 
was fully discussed when the Bi!l was bofo~·e 
the Assembly on the last occaswn. Certam 
hon. members on the Opposition s!de had 
a suspicion that the Governn;ent _might ;'Oi; 
do a fair thing and JUst thmg 111 ~ealmg-

ith o,-stors and the Counml, actmg on 
such sl~ggest'ion, have m~ved to _eliminate 
oven· mention of oysters m the Bill. . That 
"·as- a most unwise thing, because If the 
Oovm·nrrwnt entered on the bu~inoss of g<;t
ting, preparing. storing, supplymg, and dis
tributing fish, they shm1ld also have the 
power to do the sa me with ro~a.rd to oysters. 
'.rho Government were providmg \'Ary ex
pcnsi ve equi prncnt in regard to markets and 
cold sioroo and there was no rE'ctson whJ 
they should not also have the control .of 
oysters. He understood one of the c!'nef 
objections was that the Gov,Tnment migJ:lt 
interfere with the people now est a b!Ished. m 
the oyster industry. Th~n·e was no mtentwn 
whatever to interfere with those people. 

Hon . • J. TonnE: The intention might arise 
Cct any time. 

The TREASURER: The intentions. of the 
pr<·:,ent Government would not arise m that 
direction, and if the hon. gentleman thought 
they might arise under the next Gover_n
ment. thcv would be postponed to such a dis
tance that it was hard]:,- wortJ:l whi_~e co>:· 
sidering the matter in connectiOn Wich this 
measure. (Government laugh~er.) The only 
possibility to establish. the busmess wa,~ under 
the section from which the. wor~s oyster 
banks in sections " were omitted m another 
plac~, and which read "to purcJ;>ase, take, 
contract for the use of, or othenVlse provide 
1 ands, oyster banks, and sections," &c. If 
hon. members really thought t)le Govern
ment intended to inter~ere with yresent 
licensees, he did not mmd acceptmg the 
amendment cutting out those words, but, 
with regard to the first amendment, It was 
really essential to have powPr to gather 
and sell o• sters. or purchase them from the 
people at 'present raising th_em. They were 
not going to interfere with the present 
licensee'·· or their grounds,_ ?ut there. were 
oysters gro\:ying on _the retannng ·walls 111 the 
Brisbane R.IVer which the present Inspec.tor 
of Fisheries said could be used by takmg 
the spat and culture from them and ;nade 
a very profitable si~eline of the bus~ness. 
There was no intention . whatever to mter
fere with private enterpriSe. That would b<' 
encouraged, because it was a very PI:ofitable 
business; and a highly valuable busmess to 
Queensland. There was an:' amount of SJ?ace, 
quite apart from. the grounds used by pn,v~te 
licensees, that m1ght be used by the Go' eJ n
ment or anvone else. He moved that the 
0ommittee disagree to the Council's amend
ment in line 29 of clause 5. 
* HoN. J. TOLMIE : He thought the hon. 
member for vVide Bay was going _to speak 
first. because he was particularly mtcrested 
in this matter, and better able to speak on 
it than anvbodv in the House; but he 
was not rea-dy. "He though~ ho:'· m_en;b_ers 
in another place were wise m. lnnitmg 
the action of the Government m regard 
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to the tneasurP. There was no reason whv 
oysters should be included in the Bill. A's 
a matter of fact, he did not think the Bill 
was going to be operated. The Government 
were not in a position to go on with the 
works they "Lid were essent-ial for the 
Bill and the fisheries. He ga.thered from 
the objection to the omission of the words 
" and o.c sters" that they provided for the 
sale and distribution of fish and oystere, 
and that the Government intended to enter 
into <:hat as one of the Government enter
prises- -enter into competition v·ith the 
cafes. He for one wus not in sympathy 
with Government enterprise of that kind. 
Ho thought they were cutting into the 
privute enterprise of the State to an un
necessary extent. They would see the a bso
lute condition of wholesale ruin theY wore 
causing. 

The TREASURER interjected. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: When the Minister was 
speaking he (Mr. Tolmie} listened to what 
he had to say, but now the Minister wanted 
to make his speech for him. He hoped the 
hon. gentleman would show some sympathy 
to him,. and giv_e him an opportunity to 
speak hts own ptece. He was not in svm
pathy with the proposal, because he saw "the 
thin end of the wedge for the introduction 
of further Government enterprise, and public 
enterprise under the Labour Governments 
had alwa' s been failures, and had reduced 
States almost to a condition of ruin. The1· 
fo~'!1d that was the general condition in :;\;e\v 
South \V ales and \V est ern Australia, and 
they saw the sad commentary on Labour 
enterprise in Western Australia \vhich ap
peared in the metropolitan papers to-day, 
and if those things were to be continued in 
Queensland, it would be destructive of the
interests of the people. 

Mr. DuNSTAN: Did you not favour the 
fish supply? 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: No; he did n:Jt believe 
in the Dago business at all, and he believed 
that Gov(,rnment et tm·prise cutting into the 
Dago bu~ine~,~ was getting ,:1~bout as low 
down as thcv could. He sai,d the GoYern
lnent entcrpr~;,-.._~s they had a1ready \Yere cut
ting into the enterprises carried on by the 
people. \Vhat was the result 1 People wore 
going out of busines,J, and the Gm·crnment 
were not in a position to continue the same 
buc,inoss as thuse other people. If those 
people were prepared to invest their monev. 
and give employment, and they now fouri'd 
it expedient to withdraw, the result was 
going to be dieastrous to the working men of 
Oueemland. They knew the dis1•.sters at 
the present time. They know the Govern
ment was not in a position to keep its indur
tries going; it oould not keep its own 
works and enterprises going to the extent they 
should, and the object of the Government 
should be, not to do as they were doing
cutting out those people engaged in the 
industry-but. to give encouragement to 
people to ;nvest their capital and giye em
ployment to others. The Minister in charge 
of the meo,sure baid he did not want to 
establish a monopoly, but had they not tried 
to establish monopolies in other directions" 
\Vhcrover they could, they tried to do so, 
and the result had been lLdS of employ
ment to the people, and he was desirous of 
seeing as full employment as could be 
found at. as high a rai.P- of wages as could 
be paid. That wac the policv he had always 
believed in-findir,g work for the people-

and when the present Government took it 
over. by reason of the policy we had adopted 
by encouraging private enterprise in every 
possible direction, the State was in a condi
tion of groat prosperity. But since that the 

· Government had in half a score of 
[8.30 p.m.] ways competed against private 

enterpri,e, with the view of 
driving out th0 man who was providing capi
tal for carrying on such enterprises and find
ing employment for the people. Here, again, 
tlh Government w"nted to cut in in the same. 
dircdion, and it would be very unwise to 
f~iyc them the slight0st encouragement. The 
·cppn House wore wise in the attitude they 
had acsumed on this matter, and they .<hould 
be supportf'd by •ever;y right thinking mem·· 
her of the Hom0 who was desirous of seeing 
employment given to 1 he people. 

1L. VO\YLES: It seemed to htm that the 
argument of the leader of the Opposition was 
a bound one. They should not be too keen 
in encoura.ging the Government to go into 
sperulative busin<Sses, as everything they 
had gone into lately had been a failure If 
the words '.d1ich the Council propo.oe-d to omit 
were retained, the Government would have 
the right to go into the oyster business and 
to dc·al in all the by-products of the trade. 
They might even engage in the pearl-shell 
bu iness, as the by-product of the oyster had 
a Yery close relation to the pearl-shell. A 
sug!l·estion had been made that, because there 
w~s a certain depo·,it of ovsters in the Bris
bane River they should allow those words 
to remain in the clause. What had that 
deposit of oysters to do with the Bill? If 
those ·,yords were ,-ctained, the Government 
would have the tight, not merely to takO" 
spa.t from the Brisbane RiYer, but to engage
in thP preparation, storago, sale, supply, 
and distribution of oysters. 

The 'l'REASURER : 'I' he reason those words 
were inserted was that we might be able to 
handle ovsters in the fish market. 

:Mr. VOWLES: He thought the hon. 
gentleman had spoken of taking the spat of 
thf' ovstprs 

The. TREASFRER: \Vithoat tnose words we· 
could not oven take oysters into the market 
and put them into col-d storage. 

:!'.h. VO\YLES: If those words were re
tainrd, the Government would be able to 
go into the oyster busmrccs; but if, as the 
::\1inister said, he was prepared to agree to 
the omission of the words " oyster banks and 
sections" later on, that would show that 
the Government were not going in for the 
bu,ine"'" of oystc'r raising, except so far as 
the Brisbanf' River wa'' concerned. There 
was no reason at all whv the Government 
should want to go into the oyster business, 
and he thought the Committee would do 
well to accept th< amendment. 

Mr. FORSYTH : HP thought it would be 
better to omit the words referred to in the 
amendment. f'om2 years ago some of the 
oyster peeple in Brisbane did Ycry well; 
thev got large prices for their oysters. and 
thev ha,d a good market for them. and they 
wet:e sending them South. But the market 
had gone down since that, and the ro~il 
prirc had jumped up from ls. to ls. 6d., wht_ch 
had killed the businees. He was not m
terested in oYsters, but he knew some people 
who were in· the business. and they informed 
him that they w.ere losing money !lOW be
cause thev had had a great deal of trouble 
owing to' the o.vstern being affected with 
disease. A lot of people who had gone to 

Mr. I!'orsyth.] 
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the expense of buying thousands of bags of 
oysters in order to lay them on beds had 
lost a considerable amount of money, ·and 
it would be unwise for the Government to 
interfere with their businos3. The people 
who were accustomed to the oystev business 
should have a chance o£ recouping the losses 
they had sustained. The Government were 
getting thou> ands of pounds a year from 
tho oyster beds, and yet they, as landlords, 
now wanted to interfere in tho oyster busi
ness carried on by the lessees. 

The TREASURER: JJon't you think we should 
help the oyster fishermen? 

1\Ir. FORSYTH: In what way could the 
hon. gentleman help thorn 1 

The TREASl'RER: By storing their oysters. 

Mr. FORSYTH : Could they not store 
them ,s well as the Government'! 

The TREASl'RER: We will have depot' in 
>Cliffcrcnt places. 

1\Ir. FORSYTH: 'Where would the hon. 
gentleman have the cold storage-up the 
countrJ? The hon. gentleman knew very 
well that the oy,ter-men could get cold 
storage for their ovsters. 

The TREASURER : ' Thev cannot get cold 
storage he1'e. ~ 

Mr. FORSYTH: Yes, they could. In any 
case, he thought it was better that the 
Government should r0main out of the busi
ness. It ><as apparent that a huge amount of 
money would have to be expended in connec
tion with this proposal. They knew the 
losses that had already occurred in New 
South Wale<, and the report in connection 
with vVestern Australia was enough to 
fnghten an~- Government from going into a 
venture of this sort. They had been losing 
money hand over fist there. Although this 
business meant the expenditure of a lot of 
money, yet the Government said they were 
hard up and could not afford to make 
advances to local authorities for necessary 
works. This was not the time to go in for 
this undertaking. 

The TREAS1JRER: I thought you wanted the 
Government to encourage production? 

:\Ir. FORSYTH: He was not so sanguine 
as the hon. gentleman appeared to be that 
the fish business would be a success. It was 
not so in New South Wales where the 
trawlers were laid up. ' 

The TREASURER: No, you are wrong. They 
wont out one day last week. (Laughter.) 

Mr. FORSYTH: There seemed to be a 
strike. The master of one of the trawlers 
wanted an extra £1 a month, and the other 
'''llJlloyees wanted increases. He g·ave the 
New South Wales Government credit for 
desiring to do something which would benefit 
the people, but the last eight months there 
had been a loss of £8,000. The Government 
should refrain from going into a business 
like this when they saw the risks attached 
to it, as the people's money could be spent 
in a mnch better way. The hon. gentleman 
knew that he was getting thousands of 
pounds a year in rent from the oyster lessees 
at the present time. 

The TREASURER : Who is going to interfere 
with them? 

1\11-. FORSYTH : The hon. gentleman 
would very likely interfere with them. Those 
people who had been in the oyster business 

[Jir. Forsyth. 

so long knew the business much better than 
the hon. gentleman. It would be far better 
for the Government to leave these things 
alone. The hon. gentleman would find 
before long that many of the _speculations 
which the Government had gone m for would 
cause the loss of a great deal of money. There 
was no monopoly in this business. 

The TREASURER: That is precisely why I 
want to assist these people. 

Mr. FORSYTH: There were people in his 
electorate engaged in the oyster industry, and 
they Yvere losing mor,ey owing to an oyst"r 
disea.se. In jylaroochy Rrver and at Bnbre 
they had a lot of disnse. Some of the oyster 
lessees h.-,d spent t.honsands of pounds in 
bringing spat from Mar) borough and other 
parts of Queensland and laymg them upon 
the beds, and the disease in some cases had 
destroyed the whole lot. Apart from the 
disease sometimes when a flood came the 
beds '~ere covered over with mud and the 
oysters all died out. Wble the Gover?ment 
might have an honest mtentwn of trymg to 
provide cheaper fish-as there was not a 
good supply of fish, especially in the summer 
-he believed the undertaking would be very 
cost! v. It would be better to stick to the 
fishing business and leave the oysters alone. 

Mr. PETRIE : The Government had 
erected coldstores at \Vynnum, and gone in 
for the establishment of a market in South 
Brisbane. Personally, he agreed with. the 
Minister that the oysters should be retamed 
in the Bill. The fishing industry had never 
been a success as far res private enterprise 
,,~as c~"JnrernPd, and it n1cant a largP sum of 
money to carry on the industry. Clause 5 
provided for the establishment of _markets, 
depots, shops, factones, l?reservmg and 
rcfrj,!L·nrating -,\ ork:-., cannenes. and other 
suitable works, and so on. The Govern
ment were providing a cvld storage depot at 
Wynnum. Fisherman no. the hot weather 
stood a chance of losmg their fish, and 
w<1nted to be as near as possible to a cold 
store. 

The TREASURER: That is what we are pro
viding them with. 

:VIr. PETRIE: He tl'ought it would be 
better if the Government did that in the 
meantime, and postponed the further ext.en
sion of the industry. On the second readu~g 
they were told there were lots of ways 1n 
which the industry might be exten?ed. ~r. 
Ogilvie had made some suggestwns w1th 
regard to the dugong. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! 

Mr. PETRIE: They had been rather 
scarce. He t11oughi the· Government would 
bo very unwise i£ they went in for shops. and 
tr·awlers and oys+er boats for some consider
able time to come. 

The CHAIR:\1:\N: Order! I would draw 
the hon. member's attention to the fact that 
w0 are dealing with an amendment by the 
Lt•gislative rJouncii deleting the words "and 
o:.~:;:ters." 

:\It·. PETRTE: It referred to oysters and 
boats and th8' Chairman had allowed previou~ 
srcakers to rof2r to it. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! 'I'he hon. 
member is making a second reading speech, 
and I ask him i,o confine his remarks to the 
a..,..,endment before· the Chamber. 
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Mr. PETRIE: 0£ course, he bowed to the 
Chairman's ruling. He was rather in favour 
of the retention of the words because if it 
v: ·re the intention of the Government to open 
fish shape he rhd not see why they should 
nat be allowod to sell oysters. A good man:v 
men were engaged in the oyster fish<'ry who 
rr.ight be glad to have some place where 
they could stow their oysters in cold storage. 
Fmm the Southp•J''t end of Moreton Bay to 
Brisbane· there was nothing oleo but oyster 
beds, but the\· were subject to the inter
fcr<'nce not only by the grub and worm, but 
also by the sting<tree. 

2\ir. BOOKER: And the oyster fish, too. 
Mr. PETRll~: Just so. They were sur

rounded with v ire-netting to prevent those 
enemies from grtting into the oysters, but 
th• te were plentv of banks available if the 
people could take them up, but he did no\ 
think there was a rush, because although 
they might ma1.ce a fair amount of money at 
some times, otill they had lost at other times, 
.tJrobably more 1.1w.n they had nude. He sup
p rted the l\Iiai3hc·r in his disagreement to 
the amendment, but he would like him to 
adhere to hi~ promise to accept the deletion 
of the words " and oyster banks and sec
ticme." 

Mr. SW A Y~E: He thought all country 
rr.embers should join in making a stand 
r,gamst the ('ontinual incursion of the Govern
ment on the n3aims of business. This was a 
new departure, at which the Council very 
p1aiseworthily tried to draw the line. Ho 
supposed it :neant that oyster shops would 
ha1e to be established, not only in Brisbane 
but in every town along the coast. The 
G CJvernment had supporters all along the 
North Coast, and he was quite eure their 
m011bers would unite in urging the Gove'rn
ment to establim sbops there. \Vould it not 
J.Q better to use the thousands of pounds it 
woUld cost on othc>r works? He happened to 
w;nt on the Mmi:;ter for Railways that dav 
in regard to a small tramway proposal that 
would, if carried out, add thousands of tons 
of cane yearly to the freight carried on the 
main line, and he did not suppose his case 
was at all singular, but they could not get 
their most urgent wants attended to, because 
no money was available. As showing how the 
towns were dependent on the country, he 
would quote a sentence from the Government 
publication known as the "Queensland In
dustrial Gazette"--

'Lw CHAHt::'viAN: Order! Order! 
)1r. SW A YNE': He was arguing that in

Ft('ad of putti11g th~--- n1oney into oyster shops 
it would be 'll'~~h better if they put it into 
other things, such as railways and tram
lines in the farming districts. He thong ht 
he was justified in asking all country mem
bers to join in calling a halt. . 

Ilm:. W. D. .\RMSTRO~G: He would 
like to ask :lw Minister whether he did not 
think it was j 'tot ao well to go slow in the 
eeta.blishmont ·.•f o]ster shops? 

'l'he TREAS'UllER · \Vh<ere is the proposal to 
u-tabhsh oy•.ter shops? You have been 
iistening to i·he la.st member who spoke who 
I( nO\\ .s nothing aGe. ut it. ' 

HoN. W. D. ARMSTRONG: Then the 
hon. member grrv'J him that assurance? 

The 'I'REASURER: There' is absolutely no 
:mention to establish oyster shops. 

HoN. W. D. .t\RMSTRONG: Thev all 
knew what had b8Pn going on in New South 
\VaJf'S. At th-e rni:way station that morning 

he had ~een fo,ty cases of fish addressed to a 
firn.-·. in Sydney. Jf the fish business in New 
South \Vales had been a success would 
there be any mce5sity to send down that 
llsh? 

The TREASURER: They have only three 
tra ,ders and tho;y were trying to get thirty
four. 

HoN. W. D. ARMSTH.ONG: Evcrv one 
of tlw tmwlers in New South \Vales at the 
present time were hung up. 

The TRE.\SURER: The hon. member is 
·wrong. They are on•J now. They \vont out 
only last week when I "as in Sydney. 

HoN. W. D. ARMSTHO!':G nid his infor
rnation <<lmc fr)In a bf!ttcr sourc8 than that 
of the Minister. · 

The 'TREAScREH : 1 ~'" w the tra" lers go out 
a week to-day. 

HoN. W. JJ. ARMSTRO:r\G: .\t .any rate, 
th~-;~ h~:td been hung ~l r for a long tirne, and 
they had not been a success. If, as the 
Minister said. they had dereloped the 
fisheries in ilnd1ng Gu~ fishing g1·ound:"; the 
money had been W<'ll speJJt. 

The TREASUFFR: They are t'uii:t: ncces,arJ 
('XperiinrntaJ w~n·k. 

[lo: .. W. D. ARYISTRONG: He ,vas in 
favour o£ experi1nental work heing done, 
even if it was going lo cost a little money, 

but, wjth the experien'"'""O of Ne\t' 
[9 )i.m.] South Wak,, the Minister should 

watch things very carefully. As 
far as embarki·ng in the oyster business was 
co'lcerned, it w.Julcl be more advieable if the 
:Minister's attention were turned to safe
guar ling the o~vster banks find in preventing 
tho oyster being destmyed ruthlessly, as it 
"as at present. 

:'vir. BOOKE.R : It would be a verv wise 
1hiug for the Treasurer to accc11t the ~mend
ment and not touch the ovstcr business until 
'uch times as his officers "were satisfied that 
the industry could be carried on profitably 
without interfering with the men who had 
JHH largo ·sun1s of n1onoy iuto the industry, 
a gTeat rleal of which had been lost. Mr. 
_\p]wi, of :\1aryborough, who was closely 
a<-socicttcd wit.h the Labour party, had spent 
a. large sun1 of money in devoloJ)jng the 
ov .. ter hctnks in \Vide Bay, and it would 
l:avC' been intcn~:;;-ting for the Tr1 usurer to 
hne had an interview with :\fr. Appel to 
5C'e whPther it was a, "'afc propositjon for the 
State to involve -it::elf in ·anv Jarge sun1 of 
money in the hus;ness. I( the Treasurer 
would instruct tho Commissioner for 
Fishori(~q, to cal'ry out experiinDntal "\Vork for 
a tenn of three years--

The TREAS1;RER: \Vc cannot carrv out 
experimental \York unless this provisiorl is in. 

:\fr. DOOKER: If the Treasurer would 
allow t.hr~ n1atrpr to l"t"lllain in e..bevanco for 
a term of thn:e years-as it would t"ake three 
years before thcrP were any specific results
h,e eould thc'n ron1e to thc> :House and say, 
'· He,1;o ~ have the facts that it is good busi
ness. rh Pro vvas a \ ast arr.a 1n Hcrvev's 
Jlav and \Vide Bay which W<H so lig·htlv 
co1·erec! with spat that it was unproMabfe 
for anyon(~ to take it up as it wus, and the 
GO\·ernment shou_1cl appoint a most capable 
man .e.ntl g1ve h1m cerbuu powers to carrv 
ont experiments on thme areas All along 
the forhhores of the bav ther•' was a con
siderable amount of spat,' and the heels could 
h~ laid down in the most practicable and 
best condition and in three years' time the 

Mr. Booker.] 
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deparr,rncnt vvoulcl have an1plc dat.:t to s,how 
"\Vhetlwr t hr-~ scheme was a nrofitalJle ono or 
not. lf it '' 1s a good schei11e. then j1e tVat~ 
with the Trcasm·er; but if it proved ic be a 
bad sehcmc. then he was against the pro· 
posnl .Jtogethcr. If the Treasurer did that. 
he could come \o Parliament--and the people 
of Queensland >rho had to fmd th0 n>oney
with some concreto propoBaL His O""" 
opmwn was that if the Treasurer selected 
the right rnan, and gav-'' hi1n the Dl'C{_:sb-al.\ 

powers and the money. it would turn out a 
good H::hcme in that district. As the· hon. 
member fm LockyPr 'l-aid. it was a .Jep]or
J.ble fact that they '•YPre cx,_)orting f:._'"'nl 
·:vide Bay :1nd IIorvey's B-ny thousands of 
u:1 ::::.., of cultnro per annum, and only a per
centae'"c of that culture finallv reaehed the 
o0 >tcr plates in the oyster oho.ps. That was 
-one of the g·~·eate~t rU· <.1sters -in c·JHnection 
\Yith lht imlustrv. _; ftt'r the war. if A us
tralia ·va; to -de"vclop us thcv all hn•1cd it 
\YOIJ.lf:. and there wa~ au infhlx o£ reoplc to 
_\I:,(.nJia. it would not be ls. or h. 6d. a 
plate tfnt they would have to pav for 
oysters, but considerably more, for th8 ;eason 
that the oyster bed<; were limited. Oyster 
fattening in ~1VInreton Buy ~Yas an unprofit
able busin0qs. The output was limited, and 
iho general mdhods were such th.at there 
was a gn.·at deal of dt>o.truction in the oysters 
-drawn from Herve,- Bay and \Vide Bay. It 
1Y<il-s '·up to tho Governn1ent" to carry out 
experimental work in such a wav as 1iot to 
invoh-e thE> cxrendituro of a lai-ge sum of 
money. Tl1e TrPasurer ought to know from 
bis officers that the ovster business was very 
pref'arious, and that i"t meant a la.ro·e oxpei-i
ditLJre. The hon. member for Too~bul had 
referrPd to the enemies of the ovster both in 
J\llorcot~n. Bay and Hervey B<ty~ No oyster 
propos1tlon m the Ia.tter bay could be carried 
Dn prcfitably without a large exnenditure in 
fencing thn hanks with poles' to prote :t 
oysters from the ovsteT fish. He had known 
banks in splendid condition, and in a week a 
shoal of oyster fish had wipr·d out thB entir!' 
beds. That 1-vns a con11non occurrrnee. If 
the Treusurer went into the business under 
present conditions, he could not hope to sell 
his o,:sters D~ a higher price than the present 
eupphers. 'I here wus no question about the 
hon. f("< c>tleman commandeering the ovsters 
as he had given them his word that ho'woulcl 
not interfere with Iic.:·nsoes. But who knew 
who would be Treasurer twelve months 
henoe 9 .r n a few mo1~ths thf' present Trea
surer m1ght be PrPmier. ThE~ lC'ases were 
on]~- annual, and what was to ston the next 
Treauner from doim' what the Crown had 
done in connection ,~ith cattle---conm,andeer 
them-to satisfy a certain section of the 
people. who said, "\Ve want chear; oysters 
w:th cur dear stout," and they we1·re going 
to get them. if the present Government con
tinued in power. I,o,·d help the unfortunate 
loss0o who he.d invoked himself iu a largo 
expenditure in preparing his banks and 
<'nrying on his work. He would have very 
little protection unl<>ss they accepted the 
anwndmont. of the Council. The Treasurer 
should confine himself to experimental work. 
an<l when he had some data to put before 
Parliament he could easily amend the Act. 
ant! the people could back him up if the 
proposition was a good one, or turn it down 
if it was a bad onf'. Under present con
ditions it was a bad proposition. and the 
1nrn -who wore engaged in the industry ,,vere 
the best judges of that. 

[Mr. Booker. 

Question-That tho Council's o1nerldn1ent 
in clause 5, line 29, l1e di:o:-agrecd to-put; 
Lnd the Couunittce divided:-

AYES, 3:J. 
}fr. \.rrufiC'ltl 

n~<rlwr 
,. Collins 
•. t 'poper 
.. Coyne 
., J)unst.tn 

Fihpllv 
Folf'\.· 
Uilrl;l\. 

.. \d1 ,[s~n 
l:iardaC'n~ 
H; rtll'Y· H. L. 

.. Hartlt.'v, \V . 

. , Huxhain_ 
.Tor ·. T. L. 
Kinran 

., Land 

Nr. }lcLach!an 
l\fc}tinn 
)1_rPhail 
O'Sulliv11n 
PaviH" 
rch•rson 
l'etrie 

.. l'oHock 
Tiyan, D. 
11yan, ll . . T. 
HVflll. T. ·'· 
~inith 
Thcoclore 
Wellington 
\Yilson 
\rinstanley 

Tclr-· ~. Jir. Petrie unr1 .\Ir. Pollock. 

~OES. 1.'!. 
'-~r. _\rmstrong Mr. Macartney 

Barnes .Moore 
B- :t .. i\[organ 
Booker R obC>rts 
Briclg' , Stevpns 

,, li"orsyth ,. ~wayne 
fJrn vson Tolmie 
Gun~n Yowles 

, Hodge Walker 
'11ellers: Mr. Gunn and 1\lr. l\1organ. 

Resolved in lhe affirmative_ 
The TREASURER: The Legislative 

Council had omitted the, wcrds " oyster banks 
and sections " on lines 34 and 35. He moved 
the Council's amendment be agreed to. 

Question put and pass<Jcl 
On clause 16-" Regulations.'' 
The TREASURER; The Council had in

serted a new paragraph dealing with the 
regulations. He moved that the amendmeni 
be <tgreed to. 

Question put and p:tsewL 
The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN re· 

ported that the Committee had disagreed to 
one amendment in th-o Bill, and agreed to 
the other amendmento. The report was 
adopted, and the Bill ordered to be returned 
to the Legislative Council with the following 
message:-

" Mr. President, 
"The Legislative Assembly having had 

under consideration the Legislative 
Council's Amendmf'llts in the Fish 
Supply Bill, beg now to intimate that 
they-

" Disagree to the amendment in clause 
5, page 3, line 29-

" Because it is necessary to include in 
the Bill the authority to deal with 
oysters in connection with the business of 
marketing and distribution of fish, and 

" Agree to the r•thet amendments in 
the Bill." 

" Vv..,.. McCoRMACK, 
"Speaker. 

"Legi.slative Assembly Chamber. 
.. Brisbane, 22nd ='iovembor, 1916" 

QlJEENSLAXD GOVP.RNMENT SAVINGS 
BANK BILL. 

CONSIDERATION IN COMMITTEE OF LEGISLATIVE 
COUNCIL'S A I>IENDMENTS. 

(Jf< Bertram, .llaree, in the ch•1ir.) 

On claues 2-" Definitions"-
The TREASURER: The Council had 

omitted the words " and Orders in Council" 
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"from lines 48 and 49 The amendment was 
not of great importance and he moved that 
it be agreed to. 

Question put and passed. 
On clause 5-" Appointment, etc., of com

mi~sioner ''-
The TREASURER: The Council had 

inserted the following paragraph after line 
32:-

"No person sh'tll be appointed to or 
hold the position of commissioner unless 
he has had not leos thRn ten years' recent 
banking experience in 0ne of the ordinary 
trading banks in Australia, and at some 
time during that period has been in 
receipt of a salary of not less than eight 
hundred pounds pt;r n.nnum." 

"This was an important amendment and one 
which he could not agree to. It was placing 
a very unfair and unj·1st restriction on the 
GoYernment in the selection of the person 
who was to fill the position of commissioner 
of the bank. There could be no reason for 
such u restriction. It was a most unreason
able amendment, anc! it prevented the 
Government from appointing any person at 
present in the employ of the State to the 
_position. They could not appoint anyone in 
England or New Zeale,r>d to the position, 
because it was limited to a banker in Aus
tralia. He was credibly informed that it 
would restrict the chuic·3 to eight or nine 
persons in Australia of those who would be 
willing to accept such "'1 appointment. 

Mr. FORSYTH: I thi11k that I could get 
seven or eight satisfacwry men myself. 

The TREASURER: Be did not think 
that the Government sh·Juld be restricted in 
the appointment. Thny could not promote 
the deputy commissioner of the bank no 
matter what good sen·,re he gave. The 
amendment was most unjust, unwise, ill
considered, and unhir and should not be 
-tolerated for one mom<>nt. Another place 
was under a great .nisccoJ•Peption with regard 
to the intentions of thG GoYernment. He 
moved-That the amen imcnt be disagreed to. 

HoN. ,T. TOLMIE pointed out that the 
Government went outside the State to appoint 
a recent commissioner. The hon. member 
talked with great vehemence about restric
tion, yet the Government proposed a measure 
which operated in the direction of restriction 
in Parliament. It was desirable that a man 
appointed to the position of commissioner 
should have plenty of experience, because he 
would not only have to deal with the savings 
of the people, but with the Agricultural Bank, 
which had already advanced a sum of over 
£1,000,000. He would also have to deal with 

the Workers' Dwellings Boards, which also had 
advanced over £1,000,000. It was, therefore, 
essential that they should get somebody to 
take charge of the bank who had banking 
experience. And inasmuch as the banker 
would have to deal with people who carried 
on the ordinan· aY<wations of life, they 
should have a man who was accustomed to 
deal with such people. If, as was indicated 

by the Treasurer, the intention 
[9.30 p.m.] was to appoint a public servant 

who was accustomed to move in 
a groove in connection with administration, 
then such a person would not be a success 
in dealing with people outside the limits 
of his present environment. A banker who 
had charge of a bank of issue must be a 
man of very varied experience, and must 
have an insight into human nature, and have 

had experience in dealing with the general 
public to a considerable extent. They had 
also to take into consideration the fact that 
he should be a man who was thoroughly in 
touch with banking business. With all due 
deference to the public servants of the State, 
he drd not know that many of them had had 
experience of general banking business, and 
the person who had to discharge the duties 
of commissioner of the bank should have the 
qualifications possessed by bank managers in 
ordinary trading banks. That was all the 
amendment asked for, and it was a very 
proper thing that the Government should 
appoint such a man. 

'The PREMIER: It was hardly necessarv 
for him to rise and assure the leader of the 
Opposition that they would see that the man 
who was appointed, whoever he might be, 
po,sesscd the nece~sary qualiflc,ations. He 
principally rose to assure the leader of the 
Opposition and hon. members who seemed to 
have some. misapprehension, some misgiving, 
011 the pomt, that it was not the intention 
of the Government to appoint any member 
of Parhament-any member of either the 
Council or th~ .\ssembly-to the position. 
He was speakmg now of the Bill as the 
Treasurer desired it to go through. 

Mr. FORSYTH: That is, the Bill as it is 
llO\V. 

The PREMIER: Yes. Of course it was 
understood that if a member of Pa~liament 
were appoint~d, he would have to relinquish 
!us posrttoH m Parliament. 'The little fine 
distinctions that the hon. member for Mur
rumba was making had eYidently arisen out 
of a cau_c~1s of the Liberal party, at which 
they decwed to ask certain questions of the 
Chief Secretary-questions which were 
eyidently . manufact1:1re~ by the legal talent 
on that srdo and d1stnbuted among the lay 
members. But he wished to assure the 
leader of the Opposition, and his friends in 
the other place, that there was no intention 
of appoi_ntin~J anyone who at present held 
a seat m erther House of Parliament to 
the position of commissioner, and that the 
Gove_rnment would take care that the person 
appomted possessed the qualifications referred 
to by the l<eader of the Opposition, namely, 
that he was a. man who had a general know
l.edg: of bankmg and poss0ssed all the quali· 
ftcatJOns necessary to fill the position. 

Mr. FORSYTH: He was not aware of 
questions having been framed in a Liberal 
caucus in connection with this matter. With 
regard to members of Parliament being in
eligible, if the hon. gentleman would look 
at subclause (4) of claus9 5, he would see 
that no member of the Executive or of 
either House of Parliament, co'uld b0 
appointed to the position. The appointment 
w<;mid be for seven years, and the com
mrsswner would have absolute power under 
the Bill. The Council had inserted an 
n.mendmcnt which practically meant th11t 
the person appointed to the position of 
c-ommissioner should be competent to fill 
that position. When the matter was dis
cussed in Committee he moved that the 
salary should be £800 a vear, and the reason 
he did that was because of certain rumours he 
had heard. When those rumours had reached 
a certain point, he stated that he thought 
the man appointed should be a first-c]a,, 
man, and he did not care if the Govern
ment paid him £1,500 or £2,000 a year, 
because he would be head of the Government 

Mr. Forsyth.] 
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Savings Bank, of the Agricultural Bank, and 
of the bnsiness done under the Workers' 
Dwellings Act, which represented millions 
of money. There were about £12,000,000 in 
the Savings Bank to the credit of about 
200,000 depositors, and the commissioner 
would have absolute control over those 
moneys. He would be outside Parliament, 
be would have autocratic powers, and they 
could not touch him. Therefore, the com
missioner should be a man of special ability. 
A man who had not got banking experience 
would not be competent for the work. He 
did not know why the Upper House had 
inserted this amendment, and he had never 
asked anyone for the reason, but he would 
ask the Premier if he would appoint anyone 
to the position of commissioner who had less 
than ten years' banking experience? Some 
men who had had twenty years' experience 
wouid not be competent to fill the position, 
and there were very few who had had less 
than ten years' banking experience who 
would bo competent. This was one of the 
beot positions they could offer to an~-one~ in 
Queensland, and it was a position in which 
a man could lose an enormous amount of 
money if he was not careful. Therefore, the 
matter of the salary was a mere bagatelle in 
view of the enormous responsibility involved. 
'l'he appointment should be restricted to 
someone who had got at least ten years' 
banking experience. 'l'he Treasurer appeared 
to think it was undesirable to confine the 
position to someone in Australia. "Why should 
they go to 0i ew Zealand? If they could get 
a man in Australia it would be better, and 
he thought there were plenty of suitable men 
in Australia who had had ten years' experi
ence. 

'l'he TREASuRER : Why should we go down 
South? 

Mr. FORSYTH: They need not necessarily 
go down South. 

The TREASl.:RER : Who would accept the 
position in qucensland? Mr. Ralston would 
not accept it. 

Mr. FORSYTH : He knew plenty of men 
who would be competent, both here and in 
Sydney, and men who had had ten and 
twenty years' experience. If they could get 
a local man, bY all means give him the 
appointment; but, if not, there was no 
reason why they should not go all over 
Australia. They were giving the commis
sioner autocratic powers under the Bill ; his 
position would be just the same as that of a 
judge. There had been no trouble in getting 
a manager for the Commonwealth Bank, 
who got £800 a year. 

The TREASURER: He does not, and there
fore he would not be qualified for this under 
the amendment. 

Mr. FORSYTH: He could mention three 
or four men in one bank to-day who were 
getting more than £1,000 a year. Take the 
manager. the secretary, or the chief inspector 
of the Queensland National Bank ; those 
men were getting more than £800 a year. 
Did the hon. gentleman mean to tell him that 
the manager of the Commercial Bank of 
Sydney was not getting more than £1,000 a 
year? 

The TREASURER : Do you think he would 
take this position? 

Mr. FORSYTH: If he was only getting 
£1,000 a yea_r, he might take £1,500 a year. 
He could g1ve the hon. gentleman half a 

[Mr. For.syth. 

dozen cases of men who would be suitable 
for the position. The hon. gentleman's state
ment with regard to there being only two 
or three men in Queensland with £800 a 
year fell to the ground. In the Bank of 
New South Wales, in Sydney, there were 
men getting OYer £800 a year, and with 
more than ten years' experience. 

Question-That the Legislative Council's 
amendment in clause 5 be disagreed to
put; and the Committee divided:-

Mr. Armfield 
Barber 

,. Carter 
, Collins 
, Cooper 
, Ooyne 

Dunstan 
, Fihelly 
,, Foley 

Gilclay 
Glpdson 
Hardacre 

., Hartley. H. L. 
, Hartley, W. 

Hunter 
.. Huxham 
, .fones, '1'. L. 

Kirwun 

AYES, 35. 
.:\fr. Land 

,, McLachlan 
l\1cl\Iinn 
McPhail 
O'tlullivan 
l"ayne 
Peter son 
l'ollock 
Ryan, D. 
D:yan, H. J. 
Ryan, T. J. 
Smith 
Stopford 
'fheodore 
Wellington 
Wilson 
Winstanley 

Tellers: l\Ir. G'Sullivan and Mr. D. Ryan. 

.Mr. Armstrong 
Harnes 
E<'ll 

,, Booker 
, Bridges 

Yorsvth 
.. Gra:J~son 
,. Hodge 
, Macartney 

l\'OES. 17. 
Mr. Moore 

, Morgan 
Petrie 
Stevens 

, Swayne 
Tolmie 

., Vowles 
Walker 

Tellers: Mr. Stevens and Mr Swa:yne. 

ResoiYed in the affirmative. 

On the motion r;f the TREAS"CRER, the· 
Council's amendments in line 43, clause 5. 
and in clause~ 8 and 34, were agreed to. 

Tile House resumed. The CHAIRMAN 
reported th<tt the Committee had disagreed 
to one of the Council's amendments, and had 
r,greed to all the other ame1_1dments. The 
report was adoptBd, and the !31ll_v.'as order~d 
to be returned tc the Leg1slat1ve Counml, 
with the follmving rncssage:-

" Mr. PRESIDENT,-
" The LeiTislative Asscmblv having had 

under consideration the Leg!slatiYe Coun
cil's amendments in the Queensland Go
vernment Savings Bank Bill, beg now to 
intimate that they-

Disagree to the amendment in clause 
5, page 3, after line 32-

Because the amendment would have 
the effect of unduly restricting the 
choice of selection for the appointment 
of commissioner. Ko person at present 
in the Government service would be 
eligible, and eubsPquent to the first 
appointment, no deputy commissioner 
or other officer of the bank could 
qualify for appointment to the higher 
position ; and 

Agree to all other amendments in· 
the Bill. 

" W. McCoRMACK, 
"Speaker. 

"Legislative Assembly Chamber, 
"Brisbane, 22nd November, 1916." 
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CO:..:STITUTIOX ACT OF 1867 A~IB:\'D
MENT BILL. 

SECOND READING. 

The PREMIER : I rise to moye the second 
rcftding of the Constitution ·"et Amendment 
Bill which has been very considerably dis
cuss~d on the prf'lin1inary stage-;, Loth )n the 
House and in Committee. It is because it is 
a Bill which is so far-reaching in its con
sequences and strike.; so fundamentally at the 
f'rivilegcs whinh ha' o been enjoyed by the 
representatives of certain interests in the 
P"~t that that discussion has been so exten
siye, During thC>t discussion I think the main 
principles of the Bill have been fairly well 
<,brashed out, but as the Bill is so important 
I think it perhap> desirable that I should 
refer to them a.ga,ln. 

'Ihis is a Bill which is intended to dis
qualify cert'lin rer.rcsentatives of monopoly 
and alien comp>mic·s from holding seats in 
Parhament. Monopoly companies and alien 
corr_panies .·uc defir•e<:l in the Bill. A mono
poly company means-

" Any <:'orpor'' tion declared by a resolu
tion of the Lregisl••tive Assembly-

,, To be a ce<mpany in. possession or 
partial posscot>ion of a monopoly within 
Queensland fur the production, distribu
tion, transport, or exchange of goods or 
commodities to the detriment of the 
public interests; or 

" To be ailsociated with any trust or 
combine for t':Je purpose of seeuring a 
monopoly or [Jdrtial monopoly in Queens
land of the production, distribution. 
transport, or <·xchange' of goods or com
modities ,;o the detriment of the public 
Inh?re-.;ts. 

" ' Alien company ' means any corpora
tion declared by a resolution of the Legis
tive Assembly to be so composed or to 
be of such a class or character that the 
capital shares or stock of the same, or 
the beneficial interest in such shares or 
etocks or in the dividends or profits 
of sueh comvany, is or are wholly or 
mbotantially held m enjoyed by alien 
persons or by corporations which are 
incorporated accortling to the Ia,vs 
of a country other than His Majesty's 
Dominions, and whether or not such last
mentioned corporations are or are not 
registered under the Foreign Companies 
Act of 1895 or any Act amending or in 
substitution for that Act." 

Any director, attorney under power of 
attorney, or solicitor for such monopoly com
pany or alien company will be deprived of 
the privilege of holding a seat in either 
House of Parliament, and he will be also 
subject, in the case of presuming to sit in 

either House while subject to 
[10 p.m.] such disqualification. to a penalty 

not exceeding £500 per day. I 
think every member of the House will admit 
that Parliament is the chief trustee of the 
public welfare, and Parliament must att-end 
to the interests of the whole community, and 
must not subordinate those interests to the 
interests of any section of the community. 
Now. the whole history of Parliament in 
the British dominions has shown that Parlia
ments have always possessed a laudable zeal 
in fulfilling their functions. In the very 
early days we find that it was the powers 
of the Crown that had to be checked. We 

1916-v G 

find at another period that it was the powers 
of the nobility that had to be che~ked. Com
ing down to 1782, when the Roclnngham Act 
was pacscd, it was enacted that a mem~er 
of Parliament shall have no commermal 
relations with the Government. It had been 
for centuries a recognised rule that no mem
ber mi"'ht vote on a motion in which he had 
a direct special interest of a pecuniary kind, 
and this enactment disqualified persons who 
had am- commercial relations with the Go
vernment. That Act was supported by Burke, 
who uses these somewhat striking words-

" It is treading in the footsteps of their 
ancestors whose uniform and invincible 
rule it ~as to disqualify persons from 
sitting in that House who were in such 
a predicament that ~hey could not . be 
disposed to be otherwise than under Im
proper influence." 

\Vc have a similar provision in our Consti
tution Act of 1867, section 6, a measure which 
was passed at a time when we had not this 
great development of the formation of joint 
stock companies and of trusts and combines. 
That Act contains this provision-

" Any person who shall directly or 
indirectly himself or by any person what
soever in trust for him or for his use 
or benefit or on his account, undertake, 
execute, hold, or enjoy in the whole or in 
part any contract or agreement for or 
on account of the public service, shall 
be incapable of being summoned or 
elected or of sitting or voting as a mem
ber of the Legislative Council or Legis
lative Assembly during the time he shall 
execute, hold, or enjoy any such contract 
or any part or share thereof, or any 
benefit or emolument arising from the 
s~t-nle. 

"And if any person being a member 
of such Council or Assomblv shall enter 
into any such contract or a'grecment, or 
having entered into it, shall continue to 
hold it, his seat shall be declared by the 
said Legislative Council or Legislative 
\ssembly, as the case may require. to 

be void, and thereupon the same shall 
become and be void accordingly." 

In other words it disqualified contractors with 
the Government; contractor' having con
tracts to supply anything for or on account 
of the public service. It did not matter how 
small the amount of goods to be supplied, 
he is disqualified from holding a seat in 
Parliament. Why is it? Would anyone 
suggest that because a person happens to 
have a contract. however small, for the supply 
of goods to the public service, that he is 
thereby not honest? Would anyone suggest 
that? I do not think they would. But the 
line must be drawn somewhere. Parliament, 
in its wisdom, has said that persons who 
come within that category shall be disquali
fied from having a seat in Parliament. They 
hay that Parliament cannot enter into the 
intentions or motives of persons. It is not 
competent for us to say, "Mr. A may have 
a contract to sell a certain amount of goods 
on account of. the public service. but who 
would doubt hJS hone.§ty? Who would sug
gest that he would do anything wrong; that 
his motives would be improper or that his 
intentions would be improper? And Mr. B 
is such a person that we mav presume from 
his upbringing and from his environment 
and from our experience of him that he will 
be improperly influenced, and will not so 
conduct himself as a member of Parliament 

Hon. T. J. Ryan.] 
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as to serve public interests." \V e do not 
enter into invpc,tigations of that sort. But 
Parliament came down as far back as 1867, 
and furthe1· back, as I pointed out in the 
Rockingham Act and even further back still; 
the invariable practice was that no one 
having a pecuniary interest in any particular 
matter should have the right to take part in 
a decision on that matter. The line is drawn 
hard and fast-that any person who might 
possibly on account of the relations which 
Bxist in the c.tse of a contract-that no person 
who might po:1sibly be influenced thereby 
shall ha vo a right to a seat in Parliament. 

Mr. VoWLES: That is all right as far as 
shareholders are concerned, but not in regard 
to solicitors. 

'The PREMIER: How much more, with 
the modern development we have with these 
large corporations and combinations of 
capital, how much more necessary is it tnat 
the paid agents of such combinations of capi
tal and alien companies should be deprived 
of a sf'at in Parliament without ques
tioning the integrity of anyone who may hold 
those positions? I say we are not called 
upon to investigatP; what I am asking the 
House to do is to say that persons who hold 
such positions have an interest which is 
different from the interests of the whole 
community. They have a duty to the corpo
ration thev represent or to the monopoly 
company they represent, and they have a 
duty to the people. Does it not come exactly 
within the words of Burke that I referred 
to a little while ago where he said-

" The uniform and invincible rule was 
to disqualify persons from sitting in that 
House who were in such a predicament 
that they could not be disposed to be 
otherwise than under improper influence." 

The director of 11 monopoly company must 
either be preparod to do his duty to his 
company or not. 1f he does his duty to his 
company, rhen he necessarily neglects the 
intereste of the '""hole community, because 
then" is no man bold enough to get up in 
this Hcm3e and say that the interests of 
a monnpuly con1pany are not antagonistic 
to the interests of the community as a whole. 

"11r. ~I ORGAN : Why should that follow? 

The PRE;.\UER: 'l'here are some things 
that arc ~o obvious as not to require argu
n1en u, and this is l 111C of them. 

Ho!L .J. ToL:VJIE: That is only begging the 
question. 

The PREMIER: And in war time these 
great combinatioas of capital-these mono
poly and alien • .nnpanies-get a greater 
opportunity of ••x:panding their operations 
than they do in time of peace. It is a 
remarkable thing that, when the American 
civil war was dnnving to a close, the great 
1nartyr, President Lincoln~ used these words, 
which, I venture to say, were prophetic-

'' Y P":-, we may all congratulate our
;::elvef3 chat ~hi'3 cruel war is nearing its 
close. It hao cost a vast amount of 
treasure and blood. The best blood of 
the !lower of American youth has been 
freely r,ffered upon our country's altar 
that the nation might live. It has been 
indeed a trving hour tor the &public; 
bat I see, in the near futur,e, a crisis 
approaching that unnerves me, and causes 
me to tremble for the safety of my 
country. As d result of the war, corpora· 
tions have b<ten enthroned and an era 

lllon. T. J. Ryan. 

,f colTLlption in high places will follow, 
and the money pov. or of the country will 
cnclc<Your to prolong it,, reign by work
ing upon the prejudices of the people, 
uutil all wealth is aggregated in a few 
:1_'"' nds, and the Republic is destroyed. I 
fce1, "-tt this tT!Oinent, more anxieb for 
thi...' ~,u.fntv of n1v countrv than" ever 
be for""• cv~n in the, midst of the war. God 
.;_:rra 1:t ~ny su~picions n1ay be groundle~'s." 

1'h<!t provl1ocy has been fulfilled. 
Hon. W. D. Amr~THONG: Only partially. 
The PREMIEH: And why "only par

tially'·'? Becau,"e, under the American Con
stitution, rlgid ,J,S it is, there ha\ e been 
eome mcc1n, of bringing i•1 legislation that 
1vould 'l.o ,;on1e extent prevent the expansion 
of tlw operations of thrse monopolies. But 
\cith all thRt, the homo of trusts, combines. 
and monopolies is the United States of 
~\.mcricn. It is from there that they have 
set out to come here and that they have set 
out to ~;o to other parts of the world We 
knm•. th',t at the pre.oent time in the Unit,ed 
States of AmNica there is a law which pre
Ycnh contributions by such combinations of 
capital to the fuuds of political parties. 

Hon. \Y. D. ARM STRONG: They do it, all 
the san1e. 

Tho PRK!\1IER: I am hopeful that by 
another measure we may be able to prevent 
the funds of such corporations from being 
used to support any political party. 

Hon. J. Tor.:;rTE: You would not apply 
that to the tobacco trust. 

The PREMIEH: There is ample reason 
for thinking that there is a necessity to 
have an amendment of the law on the lines 
I have suggested, because it is within the 
memory of every hon. member and of the 
people" of Queensland that a document was 
mislaid by someone and that it got into 
hands that it was not "mtended for. and that 
it referred to a ce .. ~ain subsidy. That subsidy 
has nm·cr been explamed to the people of 
Queensland or to ihe members of this House. 

Mr. JI.1ACARTNEY: You know that that is 
not honPo;;,t. 

The PREMIER : I do not know at the 
present moment where that subsidy was 
supposed to come from. 

Hon. J. 'roL~!IE: You do know. 
The PREMIER: No one would be more 

plc 1sed than I to hear an explanation as 
to the source of that subsidv. It has never 
been explained yeL. " 

Mr. MACART:-!EY: You know that Mr. Jus
tice Street ga,ye the answer to the lies that 
were told on that occasion. 

The PRE::y[IEH: Interjections will not 
supply an ,1nswcr. I have simply stated that 
the people of Queensland and the members 
of this House 'HO anxious to hear where 
that subsidy came from. 

l\Ir. MACARTNEY: It is in "Hansard." 

The PREMIER: Well. if it is in "Han
sard," I ask hon" members opposite who con
~ributed that money to the Liberal funds? 

Hon. J. TOLMIE: :\iot the tobacco trust. 
::'\ot the publlca;, trust. 

ThP PREMl ER : The're is no answer. 
J\~[r. MACARTNEY: It is in "Hansard." 
The PREMIER: Well, I have not seen it 

in " Hansard." 
:Mr. MACARTNEY: You do not want to see 

it. It does not suit you to see it. 
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'l'he PREl\liEI{: I challenge the hon. 
1:1cmber to explair· now where that monE!y 
c,cmCJ from. Ho talk; about a royal com
nnlSsion. Aro hon. m~n1bers opposite pre
p•,red to ha1·c a royal commission to inquire 
into where that sub·i<ly came from? 

()ppQ~ ~TIO:\ ThlE:\IBERS : Yes, ye8 ! 

::\1r. :\llAOAR'rNF.Y: Vil0 have had one already 
on the subject. 

Mr. MoRGAN: VVe will have a royal com
mission into the beer trust. 

The PREMIER: However, I do not 
want to be drawn a\\ay from the immediate 
pm·pose of thi' Bill. (Hear, hear!) We 
know that, although the power has beE!n 
taken away from the nobility and from the 
Crown as it '"xisted in earlier times, that 
d< sire to rule still remains. The greed of 
rule is something that lives, and, when an 
attempt is mac!e to dPstroy it in one body, it 
passes into another. And in these latter days 
i:; has passed perhaps into the most insidious 
and tho most daJtgerous body of all-into 
these grecct m<mopoly companies and corpora
tions. It is our puposc, at all E!Yents, to sec 
that the direct representatives of such com
panies are deprived of the right to a seat 
in Parliament. The description of these 
paid rcpresE!ntcttiYes arc set out in the BilL 
For the benefit of hon. membE!rs, I would point 
out that the definition of " solicitor" includes 
a barrister p:-s.ctising as a solicitor, or a 
barrister holding a general retainer for any 
such monopoly company or alien company, 

Mr, MACARTNEY: Why should it be limited 
to a gene·ral retainer? 

The PREMIER: I am quite prepared to 
}.ave the <lefinition made as drastic aB pos
eible; bnt the remarkable thing is that hon. 
members opposite have taken Yarying atti
tucles upon this matter sincE! the Bill was 
introduced. First of all they said that this 
proposal was sud<lenly decided upon by the 
Preonier on account of certain spleen. 

Hon. J. TOLMIE: That is so. 

The PREMIER: Although, while leader of 
the Opposition, he refe1-red to the necessity 
for such 11 measure; although within recent 
months he has on more than one public ocQa
sion referred to the necessity for the intro
duction of such a measure ; and although 
-therE! is PO mea.sure that has been introduced 
into this House since we have been a Govern
ment that has had the more unanimous sup
port of the party sitting behind me in this 
Hou,e. 
GOVERN~fENT lYIEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

The PREMIER: That was the first atti, 
tude. The second attitude was this. " It 
is not the Premier at all who is doing this. 
It is the Industrial Workers of the World." 
(Loud Government laughter.) "It is the 
·Trades Hall that is doing this." "He is 
being shoved into doing it." "He is being 
driven by some members in the corner, by 
Rome of the younger members of the party." 
That was the next attitude. Then the next 
attitude was. "Why don't you disqualify 
the shrtreholders and make the thing more 
drastic?" "Why don't you come down with 
a measure which will wipe out such combines 
and monopolies. Why don't you do all these 
ihings ?" Mr. Speaker, wh:v did we not do 
anything except introduce the Bill that we 
are doing ? Do hon. members opposite think 
that they can persuade the people of Queens
land that they really desire to curb the 
powers of monopolies and aliens ? Do they 

seriously think by taking these varying atti· 
tudes and shifting from one attitude to 
another that they are deceiving anybody ? 
There is only one thing they are consistent 
in, and that is in their opposition to this 
BilL 

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

The PREMIER: What can we expect when 
we attack the vital interests of such com
binations of capital as this ? You would 
not expect them to say, " Oh yes. It is 
aimed right at us. It is going to hit us." 
No. 'l'hey say it is going to hit someone 
else, so that they can divert public attention 
so far as they can horn the real purpose of 
the measure. But the wav in which hon. 
member after hon. member rose on the 
oppo,,itf" side shows that y,-e an~ striking at 
the yery foundation of the party on the other 
side. (Opposition laughter,) 

GovERN:IIENT 1viE~IBERS: Hear, hear ! 
Hon. J. TOLMIE: Striking at the founda

tion of the reputation of the Premier. 

The PREMIER : Hon. members opposite 
are very much concerned abont the reputation 
of the Premier. No matter what may be 
said by the other side, nothing is going to 
deter the Premier from going on with the 
measure he has undertaken. 

GOVERXMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
The PREMIER: I am satisfied that the 

people of Queensland have a real ea use to 
be afraid of the monopoly companies in 
Australia. Thev have real cause to be afraid. 
They ere afraid because of the brazen 
1nariner in "\':hich hon. nlPinbors opposite rise 
and defend thcso rrwnopolies whil-e endeavour
ing to mislead the public as to the real 
issnP. Thcv admit that the Bill will hit 
members on. that side of the Houoo. 

Hon. J. TOLMIE: Only one member. 

The PREMIER: If it were true, does it 
make .any difference to the people of Queens
] and, to public opinion, as to what the 
situation is ? The facts remain and they 
cannot get it out of the minds of the people 
of Queensland-no matter what dust they 
may try to throw in the eyes of the people, 
my reputation will stand in the eyes of the 
people-(Hear, hear !)-and they will see that 
I am not actuated bv such motives, The 
bald fact remains that 'hon. members opposite 
admit that it is aimed at members who hold 
seats on their side of the House. 

Hon. J. ToLMIE: One member, 
The PREMIER : And in the Legislative 

CounciL and the Opposition are prepared to 
defend them. 

Hon, J. TOL:I!IE and the other OPPOSITION 
·MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

:\fr_ :'vioRGA:N: We will stand or fall by 
him. 

The PREMIER : Things are coming to a 
sorry pass in these enlightened days when a 
democratic people are asked to a_Jl_ow, aJ?.d 
in fact, to put a mark of respectab1hty to 1t, 
that paid representatives of such corpora
tions as this shall have seats in the halls of 
Parliament e.nd in the counsels of State 
clealing with the interests of the people. 
Things are coming to a sorry pass when any 
man can defend that. .ttion. 

Hon .. J. TOLMIE: \V n"'n a man can prosti· 
tute his position. 

The PREMIER: Mr. Speaker, I am satis
fied that when you and I and all of us have 
passed away, perhaps when we are lying in 

Hon. T. J. Ryan.] 
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the constituency of the hon. member for 
Toowong, it is measures such as thi_s that 
will stand as a monument to the Parliament 
that passed them, a:nd it will_ stand as a 
beacon light to gmde the ship of State 
through the dangerous water_s into which it 
is getting with these combmes and mon
opolies. 

GovERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 
HoN. W. D. ARMSTRONG (Lockyer): I 

beg to move the adjournment of the debate. 
HoN. J. TOLMIE: I hope that the Premier 

iR going to consent to the adjournment of 
the dc!~o,te. 

The PRE:IIIER : Why ? 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: We have already 
endeavoured to meet the hon. gentleman 
in the transaction of business to-day. The 
hon. gentlema:n was desiro~s o~ postponi_ng 
the consideration of the Legislative Counml's 
amendments in the Land Bill because the 
Secretary for Lands was not in his place. I 
endeavoured to meet him in that. I helped 
to carry out other business on the business
paper. The hon. gentleman arranged the 
business for to-day last night, and it was 
published in the Orders for to-day, and we 
came here prepared to go on with business 
in accordance with that announcement. 

The PREMIER : Did you prepare for this 
Bill? 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: No. This Bill was not 
presented to us until this morning. 

The PREMIER: You have been discussing 
it for days. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: \Ve met the hon. 
gentleman in regard to the postponing of 
the third Order, and then he took us by 
surprise with regard to the fourth Order, 
but we met the hon. gentleman in that. 
Then when we went on to the next Order 
we understood that when the discussion was 
closed that the House would adjom'n. The 
Government whip informed the Opposition 
whip, Mr. Bridges, that if we finished the 
discussion on that measure we would adjourn. 
The hon. member for ::\Iurrumba v,as speak
ing, and I asked him to reeume his seat 
in order to let the measure pass. I also 
asked the hon. member fnr Dalby not to 
Rpcak, in order that tht:; Pre'!'ier might 
adjourn the debate on this motron. I did 
everything po,sible for him ~o get through 
the business. I ask what lnnd of conduct 
is this? Is it the kind of conduct that 
ought to be expected in this Chamber? Are 
we to come to the conclusion that the word 
of the Government does not stand for any
thing? If we had gone on discussing the 
other matters in the ordinary way, it would 
have taken until 11 o'clock at night. If 
the hon. gentleman had said at an earlier 
hour that 'he proposed to have an all-night 
sitting, wo would have prepared accordingly, 
but he did not do that. 

'rhe PRE>IIER: You should have asked me 
before now. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE : I had no opportunity 
of asking the hon. gentleman. I could not get 
up and ask him when he started to speak. 
Mr. Speaker called for the next Order, 
and then I understood when the Premier 
moved the second n•ading he would allow the 
debate to be adjourned. I a•·k the hon. 
gentleman to adjourn th_is motion an~ go 
on with some other busmess If he Wishes 
to sit later to-night. 

[Hon. T . .J. Ryan. 

The PREMIER : The leader of the Opposi
tion has just made remarks which surprise 
me, coming from the leader of a. party 
hopeful of getting some consideration in 
regard to the order of the balance of the 
business. He contends first of all that the 
Opposition had come to the House prepared 
only for business up to a certain point-up 
to Order No. 6. They were not prepared 
for this measure. Well, if hon. members 
opposite were not prepared for this measure, 
I can say that the Premier came to the 
House with the full intention that the House 
should not adjourn until we had finished 
the second reading of this Bill. A little 

later I had a conversation with 
[10.30 p.m.] the leader of the Opposition with 

regard to the postponement of 
the Council's amendments in the Land Bill, 
and the hon. gentleman agreed to have that 
put further down on the paper. A little 
later the whip, after consulting with me, 
went anoss to the other side, and I think 
ho conferred with the Opposition whip. 
The instruction from me was that if the 
business before the Committee was finished 
in time to allow us to catch our trams, we 
would adjourn. But the hon. member for 
Murrumba kept on repe,~ting himself and 
discussing the question of the managership 
of the bank, and at the end of his speech 
the leader of the Opposition called for a 
division, w that members of the House 
were deprived of the opportunity of catch
ing their trams. Then it was for me to 
decide that we should continue with the 
business, because some other means of send
in~ members home must be arranged for by 
the Chief Secretary, and arranged irrespec
tive of which side members of the Houeo 
belonged to. That was my intention, and 
it was m' intention when I rose to move 
the second reading of this Bill to proceed 
for a reasonable time, say, till midnight. 
If the leader of the Opposition would give 
me credit for being actuated by the best of 
motives, his chance of getting this debate 
adjourned would he much better than it is 
when he gds up and accuses me of improper 
conduct. That is not the attitude which 
ought to be taken up in the circumstances. 

Mr. VowLES: You don't want us to go 
down on our knees to ;-on, do you? 

The PREMIER: I do not want you to go 
down on your knees to me, but I want 
ordinary courtesy. The Opposition have 
always found that if they had a reasonable 
request to make, I was prepared to meet 
them. 

Mr. ROBERTS: You are· taking up half an 
hour now. 

The PREMIER : I am going to make a. 
reply to the JE,ader of the Opposition, and the 
hon. member f01, East Toowoomba will not 
gag me, (Hear, hear!) I am prepared to go 
on with busine,e, but I am not particular 
whether it is this business or some other busi
ness. I think it ie necessary that we should 
nroceed with businese till a reasonable hour 
to-night, seeing that we have lost the oppor
tunity of catching our last trams. If the 
Opposition are not re'ady to go on with this 
Bill, there may be members on this side of 
the House who desire to speak, .and I will 
give them the opportunity of doing so. If 
the Opposition arc not ready to go on with 
the debate I will not deprive them of the
opportunity of getting ready. 'I'hey have a 
good deal tD get ready. 
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Mr. BRIDGES (Nundah): With regard to 
the motion that this debate be now 
adjourned, I think there is perhaps some mis
understanding. After my conversation with 
the Government whip, I told the leader of 
the Opposition what was ananged, and 
nsked other members to refrain from speak
ing in order that we might get through the 
busine-s in time· for memberB to catch their 
trams, and we did finish the business at eight 
minutes to 10 o'clock. 

The PREMIER: No, we didn't. 

Mr. BRIDGES: We did. At any rate, it 
is cutting it very fine when the Premier goes 
back on an agreement for the· sake o£ a 
minute or so. I think we did finish in time 
to catch our trams, but whether or not, see
ing that I went round and asked members on 
this side to refrain from speaking so that we 
might rise in time to catch our trams, surely, 
if we were a couple of minutes. out, the Pro~ 
mier might have kept faith with us. I have 
alwayii got on very well with the Government 
"\Vhip,'" ., ... ,·ho has tn.'<J.ted nlo in a courteous 
and gentlenutnly -way, and I L0lievc there has 
been a little misunderstanding in this matter. 
Certainly he went over to the Premie'r, and 
when he came back he said to me, "Get ~1r. 
Forsyth down, and we will go home." 

Mr. ·WELLINGTON: Did you get him dov,~n? 

Mr. BRIDGES: I admit that we did not 
get him down quite as quickly as we ex
pected. (Laughter.) But I do not think it 
was a fair thing or a courteous thing for the 
Premier to go back on the agreement. 

The PRE}!IER: The Premier went back on 
110 agreement. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY (Queenton): From 
what the leader of the Opposition has said, 
and from what the whip of that party has 
said, member" of the Opposition are solely 
to blame for the position in which they find 
themselv~'•· I told the Opposition "Whip" in 
the first instance that we were going to put 
this Bill through to-night. Then I came back 
>nd consulted the Premier, and he said that 
if we got through the business we were then 
dealing with by ten minutes to 10 o'clock we 
would adjourn. I told that to the Opposition 
'· vYhip.·' vVhen the hon. member for Mur
rumba e<a1 down it was eight minutes to 10 
o'clock, ~ nd to the surprise of the "Whip " 
himcelf, as well as other members on that 
side of the House, tho leader of the Opposi
t!on called for a division. It "as then impos
sible for members to get their trams at 10 
o'dock. By the taking of that division every
hod:~ lo.,.t Ins h>tm, and the Government 
thought we might just as well sit here as 
walk hol!w. If anyone is responsible for the 
present posit.ion, it is the leader of the 
OlllJO ition himself. 

GOVER};MENT MEMBERS : The hon. member 
for Mm·rumba. 

Question-That the debate be' now ad
journed-put; and the House divided:-

}.fr . ..:\r:nstrong 
, Barnes 

Bell 
Book er 

., Hridg,··· 

.. Grayson 
Cunn 

, 11-Iacartney 
Tellers: >.1r. 

.AYES, 15. 
-;ll'. ~~J oorl' 

,. ::\!organ 
Petric 
Roberts 

.. Tolrnie 

.. Vowles 
, Walker 

G unn and }Jr. Hobcrts. 

)fr. Armfidd 
Barber 
BPrtram 
Carter 
Oollins 

• 1 Coopt>r 
Covnr> 
Dlins·f):tn 
l'ilwlly 
Foley 
Gilda'r 
Hardncrc 
Hartlcy, H. L. 
Hnrtlcy, \Y. 
Hurter 
Huxham 

,, .Tones, T. L. 
KiP an 

Nmos, 35. 
iYir. Land 

, McLachlan 
::\'lc~1'1 inn 
::\1cl)hail 
O'Sullivan 
l'avne 
Pderson 

., rolloc:k 
Hynn, D. 
Hyan, R. .T. 

., Tiyan, T. J. 
. ...;mith 

, Stopford 
rrheJdore 
'\' c> lliue-ton 
Wilson 

, \.Yinstanlcy 

Tel 1er8: 1\fr. ::'\Icl,Jinn an<l )Ir. rt>tcrson. 

Resolved in the negative. 
Quoction-That tho Dill be now read a 

second time-put. 
Hox .. J. TOL21.1IE: Mr. Speaker--
The PRE:\IlER: 'i'hc hon. member for Bowen 

wishes to sp-eak, I unde1 ~tand. 
Hox .. J. TOLM.fE: The hon. member for 

Bowcn remained m his .scat. I asked him 
if ho was going to Rpeak. 

The SPEAKER: Order : I would like to 
point out to the leader of the Opp_osition 
that he has already spoken. The motiOn for 
the adjournment of the debate was moved 
bv tb' hon. mpmber for Lockyer and 
";rrmd~d bv the lcadf'I of the Opposition. 
I thouo-ht 'that an arrangement had been 
mark, but no arrangement has been !ll~de, 
and the Standing Ord8rs arc yery distmct 
on the point that when a member has moved 
or sccomlPcl the !·1ohon for the a-dJournment 
of the dcbat''- ;md the motion has been 
negatiYcd, he is not entit)ed to speak after
v;·ard:<. on the n1:::nn qnf'Stion. 

Hox. J. TOU\IIE: l quite agree w~th 
vou. :\Ir. SpeCik•.:r, and I ask the Premier 
'Vdx·th0r I shall no',v be deprived of my 
right to speak. 

The PRE;\IIER: You won't be deprived by 
am· action of mine. The Standing Orders 
pr<lYidc for that. 

HoN. J. TOL::YHE: Bv vour action. It is 
quite on a par with ail 'your actions this 
evening. 

The PRID!IER: Not by my action-the 
Standing· Orders. Do not ray something that 
you will be sorry for. 

Mr. VOWLES: I shall give the hon. gentle
man an opportunity of speaking before I 
hm·e finished. (Government laughte_r.) 
Speakin;; on the ''ccond re.>ding of ~he Bill. 
I maY sav that I was rather astomshed at 
the ti>mpcr, if I may so c .. dl it, which was 
displayul by th~ ieadPl' of th~ G?vernme!'t 
m mtroducmg 1t. He wont m ,or a dis
plav of heroics, fireworks, and all sort• of 
pyrotechnic mixture,,. He quotod from 
Burke, from Lincoln, ,•nd from oth~r Amen
c:tn v:riters as to vchat was prophesied would 
happen as far as the _._A..merican Constitution 
"as concerned. I little .dreamed that we 
were g-oing to get to this stage of the pro
cceclin.-;s to-night, but I took one not':'. He 
:.-aid that Parliam0nt was the custodian of 
the public -,yc•lfare, and mns.t not subor-dinate. 
ib cons< ienco to one section of the com
munit ·. I think Lhe history of this Parila
ment ~haws that the functions of Parliament 
have been -;adlv 'Llbordinated to one section 
of the community, instead of being exercised 
for the whole of the community-not for the 
peopic who k• cp the State going, who supply 

M·r. Vo·uies.1 
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l he sine\·,, of \Yar and \\ ho <upplv the money 
for the carrying on of industries and for 
the. payment of wages. It is not to foster those 
people that the GJvernment have used their 
encl,~Jxours, but to foster another section 
of tho co:nmunitv who are entirely dependent 
on that other section. Their legislation has 
b~,cn simply to fv~ter the interests of the ono 
part~v, ancl to relie,~e thmn from anv form 
of_ taxation in regard to legislation' which 
rmght affect them in any direction. It has 
oecn snggcsted that the Premier has prosti
tuwd his functions as the leader of the Go
vernment. It wa.s my intention to refer to 
that ~ater on, ~ut I will do r_t now. If you 
examme anv Brlls mtroctuced mto the Parlia
Lent of Queensland vou w1ll not find that 
the leader of a Gove;,nment has brou~ht in 
legislation of such a cluss as this, whi~h has 
bee_n d~hb8d by the Opposition as puerile 
lPc;rslahon, and legislation striking in the 
drrecton ~1£ privar,e interests, and which, as 
soon ':S rt was put before this House, was 
prodarmed broa<kast throuThout Quensland 
by tl~e official organ of the Government, the 
" Dally Standard," as being legislation intro
duc!'~ for 'lhe r•urpose of putting cmtain 
m~hvr·duals out uf Parliament. As far as 
t~rs Chamber is concemed, it is one indi
ndual, tho iJon. member for Toowong. 'Vhat 
g~eator md1ctmcnt could the Premier and 
h1s Government haye against them than their 
'?_fficial m;?an in Queensland. the "Daily 
Standard, turmng round as soon as the Bill 
was introduced, and stating that the sole 
ob] ect and the on!" business in the measure 
was the victimisatJ'on of one individual who 
was s_itting in this Hoube, who has been and 
stiil 1s. a thorn 111 the side of the Premier 
a_nd h1s Government, ~nd who they would 
hke to get out of the wav so that their 
path might be cleared? I ·feel that I can 
say_ tha_t as a party we "·ill not consent to 
legrsla~wn such as this.. Although we are 
weak m numbers we w>ll be strong in our 
protc.-.ts, and we will stand up to a man to 
de_nounce the individual who has introduced 
thrs dirty l0gislatwn, and r.rotest as far as 
'\Ve can, and do everything in our po,ver to 
pre?cnt the s':cred statl!tc-books of Queens
land from bcmg hesmnched bv leo-islation 
such as this being put upon them. Look at 
the Premier now ! Look at the sad look on 
hrm. (G?vernmont laug':lter.) Ho knows as 
a profc_sswnal man that he has prostituted his 
profesJwn. He nas prostituted it to-night as 
the lea?er of his party and as a responsible 
person 111 the Government. He is a man who 
is taki~g ad_vantage of ':lis position in order 
to gratify hrs personal feelings. 

The PREMIER: You know more about prosti
tuting than I do. 

Mr. VOWLES: Do I? I know a little bit 
about the hon. gentleman's profes,ional 
career, but there is no prostituting about it 
so far as I am concerned. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! 
The PREMIER: The public will laugh at 

you. 
_Mr. VOyVLES: I stand up and I will pick 

h:m to pieces when he cannot pick me to 
preccs. 

The PREMIER : The elephant talking to the 
mouse going in to the ark. 

Mr. VOWLES: That is all very ,,-ell. If 
the hon. member had a. clean record it wonld 
be all right, but he has not. 

Mr. MoRGAN: That is so. 
The SPEAKER: Order! Order ! 

[Mr. Vowles. 

Mr. VOWLES: The hon. member brings 
this on himself. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
I rise to a point of order. Is the hon. mem
ber in order in accusing the Premier of 
having an unclean record? 

Mr. YowLES: A profP,sional record, I said. 
The PREMIER: That is worse still. 

The SPEAKER: The hon. member is not 
in order, and I ask him to withdraw that 
statement. · 

:Mr. VOWI.ES: It is unfortunately the 
truth, but I have to withdraw it. 

The SPEAK EH: Order ! Allow me to 
finish. I would ask members on my right to 
refrain from interjecting, because members 
speaking will reply to them, and that is how 
personalities come into the debate. I hope 
that hon. members speaking on this question 
will refrain from personalities, and I ask the 
hon. member to withdraw. 

Mr. VOWLES: Of course, I withdraw, as 
it is the parliamentary custom to do so. Be
fore I conclude I shall move an amendment 
that this Dill be read a second time this dav 
six months. and that will give th;· leader of 
the Opposition an opportunity to speak, of 
which he was deprived through the tactics of 
the Premier. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! The hon. mem
ber was d2privcd of his right to speak by the 
Standing Orders. 

Mr. VOWLES: By parliamentary pro
cedure. 

Hon. .J. ToLMIE: By the course of the 
Premier, a deliberate breaking of faith. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 

Mr. VOWLES: This thing has been worn 
pretty threadbar<·. This Bill, according to 
the Premier, is a.n attempt to clean up 
Parliament, to put certain persons in such a 
position that they will not be able to sit in 
this House or the other Chamber if they 
represent certain interests. 'What is the 
definition of solicitors in the Bill? The 
Premier, I might say, suggested that we had 
had this Bill a very wnsiderable time, but 
members of this House, as you know, only 
got it when they came to 'the House this 
morning at about 10 o'clock. and we have 
had no time to go into it. Fortunatelv it is 
a small measure, and the principles an·d also 
some of the definition clauses have been 
foreshadowed. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : You 
have debated it twice already. 

Mr. VOWLES: I have and I am going to 
debate it again, whatever the hon. member 
may say, because I saw him urging his 
leader not to give way and do the correct 
thing. ·when members on this side urged 
that the arrangement should be carried out 
the hon. membf'r who interjects was the very 
one who wa.s urging on the Premier not to 
give way. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: That is 
not true. 

Hon . .J. ToLMIE: It is. 

Mr. VOWLES: I believ<J my own eyes m 
preference to the "truth." 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 
Tho SRCRTI:T.-'I.RY FOR PUBLIC IN

STRU<CTION: I ri,,e to a point of rrcler. I 
,, ant to know ·whcthvl' a 111crnb~ r'>::J v-;ord or 
denial of a staten1cnt js io be ac~CPt'"' l. 
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The SPEAY:ER: I hope the hon. member 
\Yiil r.~ccpt the statr_ment of the SG<'retary 
for Public Lands. 

;;.z,.. VOWLES: Unfortunately, I am 
bonnd to. I do it. It is parliamentary pro
c·Jarc, and I do it. 

Thd h,~cRETIRY FOR PcBLIC LANDS: The 
Pr:- 11ier denies it as v.rt:ll £S I do, and so 
vfhat is the goo(~ of going on? 

:I.Ir. 1.-0\YLES: I am accustomed to be-
1it.·ve rn~, 0'·\ n eyes. 

Tb• SPK\K[;;U: Order! I suggest to the 
lo11. 1nernbcr tbat he .should discuss tbe Bill. 

Mr. VO\VLES: I ,hall, but if they intcr
jt:ct I arn going to reply to the1n. and if 
th(•re ].., "tHy lwoact1 of parii.alnentcr,--;- pro
reduce I say that the example should be set 
by the' Pren1ier and his {leputy. The de11ni
tion of solicitor is as followl:l :-

.. A solicitor of the Supren1e Court, 
and a barri~ter practising as such 
solicitor, and a barrister holding a 
general retainer for any n1onopoly com
pany or alien company." 

What should the principle, so far as a 
Larrishr is concerned, be that he must be a 
n1an holding ,a, general retainer'! I say that 
he should be placed on exactly the same 
r osition as .,. solicitor, who is paid from time 
to time by ff'es, not as a general retainer, 
but for the work he does as the recognised 
solicitor of the company. Unless a barrister 
holds a general retainer he does not cmne 
·,,.ithin the scope of the Bill. He may 
r~c0iv·· his brief on each occasion, all the 
nice fat fees that come to him-the Premier 
may be placed in that position when he is 
sitting over here and we arc opposite-he 
may give advice on any subject, but so long 
os he has not a general retainer he is not 
affected. I say, why this discrimination? 
And whv should discrimination be made 
bob een ·a solicitor and an acconntant. the 
nuditor who goes through the company's 

ccounts. has access to private pa,pers, the 
man who advises so far as the commercial 
sid,, of the business is concerned ? Why 
should a director, who is simply the business 
heacl of the concern. and a solicitor, be 
included while others are excluded? It 
seems to me to be unfair. You might just as 
well say that the doctor who prescribes, and 
the chemist who makes up the prescription 
for tho manager of the company, should not 
have the right to sit in this House. Why 
discri,ninate between the different profes
sions" I go to the trouble of pointing this 

out to show that if von make a 
rn p.m.] eolicitor ineligible, "simply by 

reason of the feet that he is a 
nwmhe:· of that profc.,sion, it lends a good 
dPo.l of colour to the stories that are going 
abont·--that this Bill is not introduced bona 
lldc in thA interests of the public, but for the 
purpose of hitting at an individual. Thet is 
~why I am opposed to it. It is not getting 
at me as a member of the profession. As I 
,., id before, there is only one m em ],er of this 
Chamber who it can hit. and we know who 
that member is. It is the member for Too
"\vong. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pvncrc LA~Ds : He 
must enjoy being made n martyr. 

Mr. VOWLRS: I know the hon. membm· 
Bnd I know he does not mind. He knows 
that this class of tactics is simply worthy o' 
the source from which it comes. He knows 
H'ry well that there is a certain section over 

there who would like to do him an injusti~A if 
they could. They have told us _very plai?IY 
that they are making this tilt at him, 
although they know it will not be a succe'~s 
They are attempting to throw a . cert.am 
amount of mu·d, hopi-ng some of It will sticl~, 
but his charact"r will stand all the criti
c· .m that the public want. Hon. r:rembcrs 
opp<';itc '" ould like to get rid of him, and 
th~v want to be able to go to the country and 
o-ive them something- to talk of. They want 
t~ talk about getting rid of Mr. Jylacartney. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! The hon. mem
bt'r is out of order in referring to any 
member of this House by name. 

:v1r. VO\\~LES: To get rid of a sol!citol~ of 
thi:::; Chatnhcr, and the,y sirnply vut 111 ahen 
L mpany a~- the end as a blind. They \vant 
to :.o able to turn round lat T :..nd s·'y when 
this thing is throw~1 out by !'nother pl":ce 
that they are the friOnds of alien compai~Ies 
0 r that they are the friends of monopolies. 
We know who ar8 the friends ?f tJ:e alie_n. 
Wo know who have been brrng;_mg m legrs
lation during tho Ja,t couple or weeks, and 
"hen wo attempted to bring: in amendments 
aimed at a certain class of aliens they refuse.d 
to accept same. 'I'\lis is like <;very other bit 
of legislation that IS broug~t m. by the P.re
Eent Government. They bnn.g m Bomethmg 
that is desirable and they d<;liberately attach 
to it something that is undesirable. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: \Vhat 
part of this Bill i~ desirable? 

Mr. VOWLES: Alien companies. if it is 
rcecessary. It will not have a safe passage. 
Look at what happened to the .amendment of 
the Lands Bill as far as soldiers were oc~:m· 
cerned. The M:inister was asked . to brmg 
in leg-islation in regard to that m:portant 
ru~tte;·, and also he knows, the wishes o~ 
the prick] v-pear selectors. What happen~1.1 Althmwh the Minister in charg-e of the BI 
knew it was highly desirable--

The SPEAKER : Order ! 

Mr. VOWLES: I am .simply connectin~ 
one with another. There IB an. analogy: fL 
connected something which IS undes1ra!Jie 
and he connected legislation which h: knew 
could not possibly go through; _legislatJ m~ 
which had be·en thrown out prevwusly, for 
"hat purpose? So that he could go before 
the people and tell them. that the. Uppo~ 
House had thrown out thrs lcgiSlatwn, . biL 
the people in the country lme':' .his h.tLe 
:.wme. They knew it never was h1s mtontwn 
" The SPEAKER : Order ! Order ! The 

hon. member is out of order. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: You o.re 

stating--

The SPEAKE'R: Order ! Order ! 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS continu ~d 

interjecting. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! I ask the hon. 
me·mber to answer my call to order,. and to 
take notice when I ask him to refram from 
interjecting. 

Mr. VOWLES: I will let that g?. I a>u 
glad you gave him thB rebuff you did. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : Y uu 
deserved it. 

The SPEAKER: Order! Order ! 
Mr. VOWLES: You deserv.ed it. and vcr-· 

often deserve it. I was saymg 1t w~s the 
cactics of this Go1·ernment to tack on so:nc-

Mr. Vowles.] 
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thing that is un_desirable to oom~thing that _is 
desirable, and mstead of allowmg the desu
uble portion to become law they deliberately 
set out to wreck it, and I understand they 
are doing it for a purpose. As regards what 
<:onstitutes a monopoly company; this is a 
principle that I for one will never coLscnt to. 
The GoYernnwnt, or as I said last night the 
executive authority, which is practicaliy the 
oame thing-the Trades Hall executive have 
the power to decide that the Government 
have to come to a certain resolution that aw· 
company is not run in public interests and 
1t becomes a monopoly. There is no concur
rence by the Upper House. There is no 
Iight of appeal, and any company that they 
like for their own purpose, can be made a 
mo,{opoly company. It simply says-

" A monoply company meanB any cor
poration declared by a resolution of the 
Legislative Assembly-

" 'fo be a company in possession or 
partial possession of a. monopoly within 
Queensland fm: the production, distribu
tion, transport, or exchange of goods or 
commodities to the detriment of the 
public interests." 

All the Government have to do is to bring 
in a resolution that any company at all in 
Queensland is a monopoly within the mean
ing of that clause, and any person who hap
pens to be a .director or any person who 
.happens to be a solicitor of it immediately 
becomes debarred from a. seat in Parliament, 
( r. for the time being, from becoming a can
didate for Parliament. The penalty for 
remaining a member under these conditions 
is no less than £500 a clay, which may be 
sued for by any person at all, and you mav 
be perfectly certain, if a. case arose, yoit 
would find a, man of straw-those electioneer
ing gentlemen who are' attached particulm+ 
to the party opposite-would come forward, 
or would probably be brought forward, to 
sue for that sum, a man you could not get 
costs against if he was unsuccessful, and the 
onlv remedy that I can see is if the Govern
ment were gracious enough under clause 8 
to submit the matter to the elections tribunal 
i' any reasonable doubts arose. No Gm·ern
ment should arrogate to themselvH or seelr 
such enormous powers as they are asker! to 
be given to them in this measure. If it is 
necessary to define what is a monopoly com
pany from time to time it should be defined 
on the same principle that was agreed to the 
other evening-the same as regulations are 
agreed to in this House, and should be 
assented to by both Houses of Parli amont, 
As long as we hanJ the other Chrt>:~bu--as 
long as it is part of the Constitution of 
Queenslancl-they should certainly not be 
igno!·ed, and cerbinly not in a case such as 
this. I have got no sympathy for alien com
panies. If a company was a genuine alien 
compan:v I would be very pleased to see it 
relnoYecl fro1n the reg-ister, anc1 I would 
like to see its assnts confiscated, if necessan-. 
But if you are going to penalise a c0mna1;,. 
because its share.hok!ers live outside Austi·alia 
and do not live in Great Britain you arc 
putting in the hanrls of the Gover;,mcnt too 
great a power and a power which they shou'd 
not have an opportunity of exorcising. \Ve 
know the name of ono company has bPon 
hurled at us across the Chamber,' that is tho 
n,eat company down the river, but that 
<'ompany came here and was established with 
the consent of the Commmw, ,,a!+b of Australia. 
They haYc expended l'ugc s1.u11S of n1oney 

[Mr. V owles. 

in this State and it happens that an hon. 
member of tbis Chamber is the solicitor to 
the company. As a re ·ult the Government 
are tilting· at <hat institlition. I do n?t 
kno\v what the ~p,::_~,mc of the Government Is, 
but I know the,-' '"ould like to put this com
nam· out of act'iou. I know they would like 
tO SCCUro the Wc'rks of this company Under 
their :\leatworks Bill, and to pauperise t~e 
company ,,nd force thorn to ,,,]] at a b1g 
ioss so that they themselvu would get the 
bon~fit of the o.q,enditurc be· the company 
of F<Jmething li!w £500,CCO. That company 
finds cmplovffient for Sl':ne hundreds of 
people, but "tho.,e people nre to be th~own 
out of clnp1oyin·2nt, and tne co1npany 1s to 
he driven out of Queensland simpl:y because 
IL·•·nbers opposite presmd8 to beheYe that 
it is an alien co:apan;,. I wonder what the 
futuro of Queen ,;and is to be when the 
v.hole of our leg[.Jation and the wh~le _of the 
,,dministration of the Government 1s m the 
dircdion of rota<ding the progress of those 
who arc creatinn· 1101\' indu~tries, and indeed 
crippling those "'who are developing existing 
indu::.tric0. 

The SPEO\.KER: Order i The hon. mem
ber is getting awa, from_ the ~ill. T]1e Bi)l 
does not propose to cnpple mdustnes; .'t 
proposes to pre-y ~nt repres'..::'ntatives of certa;1n 
con1panics fron1 L,eing mcrnbors of Parha
lllC'nt. 

}h, VOWLES: Exactly; but the Govern
ment cannot do that in thi,: particular case 
until thev decht-· the _\mcrican Meat Com
pany to be an alien company. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR PuB! re LAKD" inter
jected. 

:Ylr. VOWLES : There goes the gramo
phone again. 

The SPEAKER: Order! I would ask 
the hon. member to withdraw the wor·d 
'' gr(unophonc" '-"l.S appli 'd to a n1en1ber of 
the House. 

Mr. VO\VLES : I will, with apologies to 
the gramophone. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! I ask the hon. 
member to withdra'Y the word unreservedly. 

:J,Ir. \.TQ\YLES: Is "gratnophone" un•)ar~ 
liamentary? 

The SPEAKER: In my opinion it is. I 
ask the hem. member to withdraw it. 

Mr. VO'\VLES: I withdraw, if that is your 
opinion, but it certainly is not my opinion. 
\Vhon vou interrupted me I was pointing out 
that there is a certain institution here ;;hich 
it i, desired to declare to be an alien com
panv. I do not "·ant to labour the matter. 
as I haYe bc,•n over the grol\nd on two 
pre.-iou· occasion· but I must say that I 
{ nnnot see any rn~rits in tho Bill, and conN 
sider that it \rould have been far better if 
it had <emain,d unprinted. I am v'ery sorr,,· 
that the Premier has thought fit to introduce 
it; he is belittling himself as a prc;fession~l 
1na:n · he is not rPflecting- any credrt on h1s 
owu 'party; he is n.ot ra_ising the pre:::~ige of 
Pcnliament b0 domg It; and he 1s not 
doing it in a bona fide spirit. 

The PREMIER: That is w·hat the trusts al
Y.';}VS sa\ ,,,hen you bring in legislation 
affecting, them. 

J'.1r. VOWLES: I do not think the hon. 
rrentlc,nan can sav that I arn connected with 
~ hu· t. I haY~ 'never had anything to do 
with a trust as a solicitor-bad luck
though I belieye the hon. gentleman has had 
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The PRE:'IfiER: N o--,(!irt. 

was not 

I 

: I have very much plea
the amendment so ably 

member for Dalby. I 
people of Queensland will 

member that at leasb 
before the Bill is 

this Chamber. We 
one of the most important 

Parliament could deal with
of the Constitution. Before any 

is made in the Constitution it 
dealt with by both Houses of 
and it should also be submitted 

of Queensland for their appro
of Queensland have not 

of thoroughly realising 
this Bill really are. It 

or discussed during the 
here and in some of the 

papers, which have discussed 
which, in their opinion. animated 
in introducing the Bill. In this 

I would like to quote from last 
"Daily Mail":-
TOLMIE repeated that he believed 

the measure-to disqualify certain law
yms from seats in the Queensland Par
liament-was aimed at individuals sit-
ting the Opposition side of the House, 
not of high public grounds, but 
because personal reasons. 

"Here is the head of a Government 
who probably not deny that he 
hae paid considerable sums of 
money the Government since the war 

on. He has been paid during the 
twelve months £1,300 a year as Pre

and close upon £500 for briefs. 
mark you, was from the Govern
In addition, he charged the Go

""''nn,Ar,t £1,800 for a trip to England, 
Government paid. Not bad 

for a Labour member, was 
addition to this dual Go

"n"~"''""'+ pay, and this trip to England 
nanasorne:y furnished by the Government, 

private time devoted to pri
and handsomely paid for, 

will not deny that. During 
occupied in his trip he also 

nrivate clients, and I suppose 
h"e received from the State for 

expenses on that trip--
SPEAKER: Order ! Will the hen. 

his remarks with the quos
Chamber? 

Mr. iYIORGAN: I will continue to read 
the statements in this paper, criticising this 
Bill. It goes on-

" Has Mr. T. J. Ryan given two sons 
to the fighting line ?" No. 

SPEAKER : Order ! Order ! The hon. 
must quote matters relevant to 
now under discussion. 

M ORGAN: I think if you will wait 
a while you will see that I am quoting 
matters that deal with the Bill. I will 

remarks with the Bill as I go 
says-

he helped the war in any way? 
helped by endeavouring to stop 

reinforcements being sent." 
The SPEAKER : Order ! 

Mr. M ORGAN: If you will only allow 
me to continue, you will see that it is 
relevant. 

The SPEAKER : The hen. member must 
select matter that is relevant to bhe subject 
under discussion. I cannot allow him to read 
the whole article. 

Mr. M ORGAN: I am entitled to give 
reasons why the Bill should be postponed for 
six months. I am not dealing with the 
original question now. I am dealing with 
the amendment that the consideration of the 
Bill be postponed for six monbhs. The paper 
says further-

" Has Mr. Ryan ever moved any resolu
tion to prevent the authors of sentiments 
such as- these from sitting in Parlia
nlent ?'" 

This is in reference to certain sentiments of 
disloyalty uttered by. a colleague <;f the 
Premier. I might pomt out that thiS B1ll 
does not pro vi de for preventing disloyal 
subjects from occupying a seat in Parliament. 
The Bill disfranchises certain persons, but 
does not disfranchise disloyal persons who may 
be uttering disloyal sentiments so far as the 
King and the British Empire are concerned. 
In my opinion we would be doing more to 
protect the inberests of Queensland .and the 
British Empire in general if we also :nclud.ed 
in this Bill something that would d1squahfy 
nersons who were guilty of disloyal state
~ents as were recently uttered by the 
Assistant Minister for Justice. The "Mail" 
continues-

" This move to exclude men from Par
liament because they have advised certain 
corporations tha.o are carrying on a 
lawful business does seem to the public 
a vindictive move; and nothing the 
Premier can say will make it seem other
wise. It should never have been brought 
on. It is not fair, reasonable, pabriotic, 
or decent to start a campaign of this 
sort aimed at men in their business 
cap~city when there is no reproof at all, 
but veiled encouragement for those who 
openly flout the cause for which so many 
are dying and so many more are likely 
to die." 

Those are the concluding remarks of th01 
criticism published in last Saturday's "Daily 
Mail " and when the people of Queensland 
read' those remarks they will agree with 
every word appearing there. The people of 
Queensland do not desire a· Bill of this 
description to be brought into the House at 
this moment. We should endeavour to bring 
in legislation that will cause as little friction 
as possible during the present time. We are 

Mr. Morgan.] 
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now engaged in a war greater than has ever 
been known in the history of the world, and 
it is a time when every one of us should 
endeavour to be as united as possible. We 
should endeavour to stand shoulder to 
shoulder-Government with Opposition-with 
one aim and object in view, to bring about 
the successful termination of the war and the 
downfall of the enemies of the British nation. 
That is what we should be doing at the pro-

moment instead of discussing Bills of 
desrription, which will only cause hie
embitter members one with the other, 

make us divided as a State so far as our 
general politics and views are concerned. 
This is not the time for party strife. This 
is not the time when the Premier should 
show his spleen by introducing a Bill of this 
kind. 

Mr. KIRWAN: You have been slinging mud 
Jor a fortnight. 

Mr. MORGAN: No. Th<' mud has been 
B1ung by members over there, a.nd 
ende~avouring to return somG of it 
vie\:v of protecting ourselves 
the charges made by the 
of this nartv and certain 
11onse. '"Thou hon. gentleman 
some mud in regard to a 

The PREMIER: It has never been 
I challenge you to explain it. 

Mr. MORGAN: The Premier has never 
Pxplained the amount of money his 

received from the liquor party 
trust. 

The PREll!lER: None. None whatever. 

"Mr. MORGAN: That is absolutelv incor
Is the Premier prepare{] to ·have a 

commission appointed to inquire into 
subsidy paid by the liquor party to somfl 

members? 
PREMIER: We have 

against you. 

Mr. MORGAN: It has been said that 
£2.000 was handed to certain individuals sit
ting on the Government benches bv the 

in order to fight the can{paign 
t<: secure that paTticular party 

promise, we understand, 'vas gjven 
by the present Prmnier. 

The SPEAKER: Order! 
Mr. MORGAN: The promise was given 

that if they we_re returned to power--
SPEAKER : Order ! order ! The hon. 

gentlcrna.n is not in order in imputing 

MORGAN: I 
but vvhen vou 

about the £2,000 
I can do the same. 

SPEAKER : The Chief 
motives to anybody 

M ORGAN: I not attribute 
anybody I only 
subsidy came from? \Ve 

bodies combined together 
u, fighting fund for the Labour 

and they got certain deftnite 
They were promised that if the 

party got into power they \\~oul.d get 
things transacted for them, and the 

Government would not interfere in a certain 
direction with the business of these people. 

is nothinll' in this Bill to prevent 
of Parliament from receiving fees 

.~1 organ. 

subsidies practically amounting to the-
of their and vote in order 

bring a certain result 
rl1.30 p.m.] Parliament and in order to pre-
" vent certain things from being 
transacted in Parliament. It is a well-known 
fact that certain organisations in Queensland 
were successful in getting a- definite promise 
that certain legislation would not. be intro
duced during a specified time. That 1s absolute 
corruptioiJ,, and ;,ve see that the 1S 

being kept religiously by those 
to keep the promisee. 

pa>:ticular instance 
purpose of stopping certain 
introduced into ParEament. 
then it is had a more 

purpose. 
The SPEAKER: Order 

:member to withdraw 
down.'' 

hon. 
low, 

Mr. MORGAN: In accordance with your 
wish I withdraw the word "low-down," b':'t 
that is the word which is generally used m 
places where people congregate and discuss 
this measure. 

The SPEAKER: Order! I hope the hon. 
member will use parliamentary language, 
and not language which he hears when travel
ling about the country. 

Mr MORGAN: If I do not use parlia
ment~ry language you have the right ~o 
call me to order. I have much pleasure m 
supporting the amendment that the second 
rea.ding be adjourned for six months, al:)d 
I do so as a protest against the Biil. ' 

At thirty-five minutes past 11 o'clock, 
The DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr. Bertram) relieved 

the Speaker in the chair. 

Mr. COLLINS (Bow en): I am going to try 
to give reasons why this measure should not 
be read a second time this day six months, 
This is one of the measures which should be 
passed as quickly as possible, if we are to 
keep the political life of the State free from 
corruption. Listening to members on the 
other side of the House, one would really 
think that we were innocent in regard to 
combines and trusts-that those things did 
not exist in Queensland or in the Common
wealth. I am astonished at members opposite 
not being acquainted with the history of 
political life in other countries. While we 
may not have reached the high form of 
development that has been reached in Great 
Britain and the United States in connection 
with this matter, we are on the way towards 
reaching a similar development. If this State 
is to avoid travelling the same painful road 
as those countries have travelled, and workers 
are not to be prevented from getting seats in 
Parliament, we should have a measure of 
this kind on our statute-book. It is owing 
to the fact that a similar measure was not 
passed by the Parliaments of Great Britain 
and the United States that the working 
classes have been prevented from taking 
possession of the Parliaments of those coun
tries. We all know the power which money 
possesses, and we should seek to block that 
power. This Bill is a step in that direction.. 
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disqualifies for membership of either 
directors and solicitors of certain corn

The other night I made reference 
because some people to think 

corruntion exists only in United 
I ~ a.m going now to quote from 

on "Railway Nationalisation" 
Edwards. He says-

" The 250 odd boards of directors, with 
their incidental appendages, are a 
luxL!rious superfluity. In nine cases out 
of ten the directors are as economically 
useless as they are socially ornamentaL 
Speaking some years ago, the well-known 
railway solicitm, Mr. R. W. Perks, M.P., 
declarBd that 'As a rule, the 
English railway director knew very 
about the details of his line. . . . . 
Directors were chosBn because of their 
parliamentary or territoria1 influence, and 
even now some of the directorates of the 
English railways were crowded with titled 
directors, who knew little of business life 
and still less of the democratic require
ments of the pre€ent day." 

What has taken place in Great Britain in 
that respect will take pla.ce in this State latBr 
on, unless we prevent it. I am not so simple 
as to imagine that gentlBmen occupying seats 
in another place are there to represent the 
mass of the people. They are there as 
directors, shareholders, or agents, or solicitors 
of big companies. I am not going to fall 
out with any man who may occupy a position 
in this House at the present time and may 
be the agent 'or solicitor for any of those 
companies. It is the system which has 
brought that about, and I should be lacking 
in my duty as a representative of the work
ing classes if I did not try to alter that 
system and prevent such gentlemen getting 
sea.ts in this House, to the detriment of the 
working classes. I know that the same class 
of persons have been in the House of Com
mons and the House of Lords, and that the 
influences which placed them there have 
existed in Queensland for a number of years. 
I know the effect of money power in Queens
land. 

Hon. J. ToLMIE: Yes, you got it at the 
last election. 

Mr. COLLINS: I did nob get it at the 
last election. I am prepared to let the hon. 
member look at my banking account if he 
will let me look at his. He will find mine 
very small, and I am satisfied he would not 
change places with me. Mr. Edwards goes 
on to sav-

" Certain shrewd professional gentle
men cast about to see where local agita
tion against a railway company exists or 
can be got up, or when rival companies 
may be played off against each other. 
They subscribe a certain sum to pay the 
expenses of surveyors and a Parliamen
tary contest, on the speculation that, if 
they get their Act, they will get their 
money back many times over, either by 
inducing the public to · subscribe the 
requisite capital, or by getting the com
pany assailed, or some of its rivals, to 
take them over. Parliament assists this 
speculation by making the deposit on 
application for a Bill quite illusory." 

And so on. Further on he s<~ys-
" Nor must the .way in which the rail

ways use their huge voting power in Par
liament be forgotten ?" 

This is in the British Parliament, not in 
United States Parliament. I am not one 

those who believe that all the corruption 
exists in the United States. It is the same 
capitalistic system in the United States as 
it is here, but it has reached a higher 
form of development there. If we had 
100,000,000 of people, God knows what would 
have ha.ppened to us the other day. It 
will take them many years in the United 
States before they will be able to throw off 
the shackles of corruption due to trusts and 
combines. The author goes on to say-

" Nor must the way in which the rail
ways use their huge voting power in 
Parliament be forgotten. Addressing a 
half-yearly meeting of shareholders in 
1880, the Chairman of the London and 
North-western Railway said-" As they 
were aware, Government and Parliament 
to railway people meant ill-treabment and 
oppression. They did not look for any 
good from them. On the contrary, every 
year they had rather increased t)le 
burdens of railway companies. The rail
way interest had hitherto borne the 
treatment, and been content with the 
British grumbler, but sooner or later 
they would all have to combine, and 
when they did, no matter what Govern· 
ment was in power, the interests of the 
share and debenture-holders and people 
who were depending for their living on 
railway working, were so powerful that 
no Governmenb could afford to say they 
would not attend to them." This threat 
was certainly no idle exaggeration, for 
at the time the railway companies had 
no less bhan one hundred and- fifty-eight 
salaried servants in Parliament. Of these, 
fifty-one were members of the House of 
Lords, and one hundred and seven 
members of the House of Commons. Nor 
were the lawyers, architects, contractors, 
and surveyors, generally dependent upon 
railways for their living, included in the 
list of one hundred and fifty-eight." 

Mr. CARTER: Disgraceful t 
Mr. COLLINS : Mr. Edwards points out 

that outside of these one hundred and fifty
eight were many more who were in the pay 
of railway companies, which I suppose could 
be claimed as monopolies. Then further on 
he says-

" It merely embraced the salaried 
directors. And at the present time there 
are one hundred and forty railway direc
tors in the two Houses. Addressing a 
meeting of traders, the President of the 
Board of Trade declared in 1893 that 
the railway interest in Parliament was 
so powerful that it was impossible for 
him, even in his official capacity, to do 
anytbng unless the traders and farmers 
of the country were solidly united at his 
back." 

Hon. members opposite propose that this Bill 
be read this clay six months, knowing that the 
money power exists herB in Queensland. r 
have felt the money power many a time, 
when they would not allow me to work 
although I was willing to work. 

Hon. J. ToLMIE: Things have changed 
since those days. 

Mr. COLLINS : Things have 
Further on, on page 196, 

the Hull and BarnslAy Railway 
speaking in the House of Commons, 
reported to have said- · 

" Of course that shows whab the power" 
of the railway directors is in the House. 
'Well, I am a railway director myself, 

Mr. Collins.l 
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and I am in the House of Commons 
myself. If it is on any future occasion 
proposed that the votes of railway direc
tors, or even shareholders, should not be 
allowed in the House of Commons on 
matters in which they have a distinct 
interest, I for one, railway director as I 

shall vote in favour of the proposi-

There was even one honest man amongst 
them. You can find honest men even amongst 
railway directors sitting in the House of 
Commons-

" During the historic discussion upon 
the State Purchase of Railways, before 
the Royal Statistical Society in 1873, Mr. 
D. Chadwick, M.P., said he objected to 
the proceedings of railway directors who 
used their immense influence in Parlia
ment to obtain legislative enactments to 
restrict the amount of damages for loss 
of life caused by their negligence. Mr. 
Hamilton said he could not conceive that 
any amount of Government jobbery 
would equal the jobbery which had taken 
place in connection with railways." 

Of course, we are well a ware that the reason 
that these men occupy sets in the House of 
Commons is owing to the fact that while 
28,000,000 people in Great Britain, who, under 
adult suffrage would · bo entitled to vote, 
under the present franchise only a little over 
8,000,000 can exercise the franchise. There
fore, these railway directors are enabled to 
sit in the House of Commons and in the 
House of Lords, which is somewhat similar 
but a little more radical than the Chamber 
here which we call the Legislative Council. 
I want to quote a passage with reference to 
the United States. No one will deny that 
corruption, like industry, has reached ito 
highest form of development in the United 
States as a result of the capitalistic system 
and of combines and trusts brought about 
since the time of the American Civil War. I 
am quoting from Bliss's Encyclopaedia on 
social reform, page 322, which states-

" Considering first State Legislatures, 
the relation between the city and State 
political rnachines is, in most States, so 
intimate that there is probably little to 
choose in purity bet;,Yeen the city council 
:'nd th0 State Legislature. The State 
Legislature because Df its greater prestjge 
undoubtedly attracts a considerably 
stronger and to a less extent a better 
class of men, but on the other hand the 
greater value of the franchise and legis
lative Bills at the disposal of the Le"'is
la ture corn pared with those at the dis
posal of most city councils undoubtedly 
works to draw to it much larger corrup
tion funds, a more persistent lobby, and 
consequently the most daring and effec
tive corruption, politicians, and especi
ally the tools of the most corrupt rings. 
The corruption of the Legislatures of 
Missouri, Minnesota, Illinois, Pennsyl
vania, have been shown in connection 
with muuicipal corruption. The corrup
tion of the Legislatures of States lar"ely 
under the dominance of one or ~ore 
railroads, like New Hampshire, and 
California, is notorious. The old joke 
ehout the Legislature of Pennsvlvania 
only adjourning when the Pennsylvania, 
railroad has no more use for it to 
transact has still point. New Jersey has 
been called " a traitor State" because of 
its Legislature's notor~rnm suhsonliE·nce 
corporate influence. The facts, however, 

fMr. Collins. 

the corruption of State 
been sufficiently showu 

with municipal corruption. 
go on quoting from this 

but we do not desire to 
any great length. I am anxious 

members on the oth<!r side get 
reasons why this Bill should not 

speech of the hon. member for 
practically all abuse, and abuse 

And the hon. member for 
him, did not give us 

measure should not be 

J. TOLMIE: He told you the truth. 
Mr. COLLINS: I do not call it the truth. 

J. TOLIVIIE : Y on cannot see yourself 
as see you. 

:Ylr. COLLINS: Neither can the leader of 
the Opposition. At any rate, I am true to 
what I have believed in for more than 
twenty years, since I was a young n1an 
the soap-box at the corner of the street. 
nm on a more irnportant soap-box at 

time, and the hon. member does not 
because there are others like me 

we are going to remain here. At any 
rate, I know that our chance of remaining 

depends on the legislation we pass to 
the trust and the combine, and the 

money power, which controls the Press in 
this State. On page 325, this work says 

"And here another important element 
enters in. Given wealthy corporation 
seeking franchise or cortcessions from 
poorly paid officials with uncertain 
tenure, he who is dishonest can make 
money, but he who would make a pro
fession and graft and give it his time 
and organise politics for it, and put 
brains into it, can become enormously 
wealthy, enormously powerful, and 
almost absolutely secure." 

That is what ha.s happened in the United 
The men who have put their brains 

for these big combines become enor
vwalthy and they have also exercised 

over the Legislature detrimental 
of the people. We are dealing 

wealthy and taking a little of that 
"hioh others have gained from the people 
by exploitation. First they took it from the 
labourer who produced the wealth, and now 
we are taking it from them and using it in 
the interests of the labourer. That is it in 
a nutshell. That is sound political economy; 
that is the political economy of the future, 
whether hon. members like it or not. Further, 
on the same page, Mr. Bliss says:-

" This is the city or more often the 
State boss. Everybody knows what Mr. 
Platt is, yet he sits in the United States 
Senate representing New York. In St. 
Louis, Mr. Folk even got Colonel Butler 
convicte·d, but he laughed at the indict
ment, and is still in power in St. Louis. 
Senator Clark was unse:ated from thE\ 
Seuate for corruption, but he is now in 
the Senate. .E:verybody knows what Mr. 
Murphy stands for in New York, and 
men like Michael Kenna, "Bathhouse 
John," John J. Brennan in Chicago, 
yet they rule their city or their ward. 
And this power once developed, the cor
poration must) jf they .are to go on 
under the present· system,. continue the 
purchase of legislation and immunity, 
otherwise these political bosses who have 
gained their power through corruption 
by corporations will turn against the 
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corporation£. A banker in Caiifornia de
clared that he was no more to blame for 
giving his quota to purchaee legislation 
from the legislature of California than 
the traveller who pays over his money to 
the highwayman who holds him up. An 
enthusiastic capitalist recently declared 
that he ha·d given five thousand dollars 
to help to purchase Indiana and would 
willin!fly give five thou·-and dollars 
more.'' 

Of course, we all know that on one occasion 
£2 000 was subscribed to the Liberal funds 
fro'm some source or other. I am satisfied 
1.i1at this party will be up against the money 
power at the next election. They are even 
organising at the present time all they know 
how. They represent the wealthy class~s. 
They do not represent the· working men-I 
<J.m satisfied that they do not represent them 
-except a few misguided workmen. There 
are a few in every electorate, and there must 
be some in the electorates of hon. members 
(.pposite. They need enligh~ening,_ and this 
is one .1f the means of enhghtO'nmg them. 
To accuse us of spleen against hon. members 
is absurd. Nobody can accuse me of that. 
I have no desire to do them an injury, but 
what we have to consider as a Labour party 
is the public interests, :111d I take it that 
this Bill proposes to do that. \Ve want to 
<>xclude solicitors, attorneys, and directors 
of certain companies from seats in this 
House or the other. I hope the time is not 
far distant when we shall not have to deal 
with the other at all. It ought never to 
h~tve been there, and it is unfortunate that 
it is there, especially for the Labour party, 
;udging by our legislation that they will 
'1ot pass. Hon. members have already 
threatened us with what the other Chamber 
will do with this Bill, seeing th.1t th0y 
control the money power, and that hen. 
members on the ot"her side of the House are 
in alliance with the other Chamber. In 
other words, they simply tell them what to 
do. I want now to quote from "Industrial 
Liberty," page· 192:-

"\Vhen a man has achieved political 
success, and becomes a United States 
Senator solely because he has achieved 
prior success in railway managcn1ent, 
we ne·ed not look to that man for such 
legislative or judicial wisdom as comes 
from the examination of political and 
economic principles. The prevalence of 
such principles in his State would have 
made his success impossible. Nor can we 
conceive· that a man who has learned his 
lesson from tho corporation will feel in 
any constitutional sense that he is th0 
servant uf the people." 

"\nd again on the same page:-
"Nor can we expect any assistance 

in reform from corporation attornoyo. 
By these I particularly mean that large 
numbers of attorneys employed at large 
salaries to give their exclusive services to 
this interest. They naturally seck for 
authority in form. All their sugges
tions lie in this direction. Their services 
are -devoted to the promotion of existing 
corporate methods. Their efficiency is 
measured by the corporate managers 
largely by their power to reeist reform." 

The Bill was a stop forward in regard to the 
control of trusts; and the question of the 
futuro was whether the trusts should control 
the people or the people control the tru,ts; 
and the platform of the party could only 
advance step by step towards that end. 

Mr. PETRJE: The Bill had a twofold 
object. Tl1e veneer was so ~hm that they 

could seE' through It very clearly, 
[12 p.m.] and there cou],d be no do':'bt _th[lt 

it was am1ed at a certam mdi
vidual occupying a seat in the Assemb!y, a_nd 
ab a certain mc·mber of the Legislative 
Council. The Premier had referred to the 
lobbying that existed in Amer_ica, but became 
sach things ooourred in Amenca, that was 1_10 
reason for introducing a Blll such as th1s, 
because politics in Australia had alway·' been 
kept clean. 'I'he Bill . would not redound to 
che credit of the Premier nor to the credit of 
the party that supported him. 

HoN. J. TOLMTE : There were several. 
reasons why the Bill sh?uld. not be read. a 
second time. The ostens1ble 1-dea of the Bill 
v. as to secure a pu!'ification of Parliament, 
and how did the Premier propose to secure 
the purification of Parliament? By exclud
ir,g from Parliament a gentlem_an who h<:d 
>hown him up in a public fashwn to be m 
a most unenviable position. There was no 
need for the Bill, as no evidence had been 
adduced of any member having been ap
TJroached by .a combine to use his position 
:Lgainst the best interests of the country, and 
no evidence of any member having attempted 
to use his influence in tl1at -direction. The 
11ill was vindictive and spiteful, and was 
introduced because a certain hon. member· 
had cast a reflection upon the Premier, a·nd 
because the Premier had no other means of 
r6dress against that hon. member he was 
introducing a Bill to exclude that hon. mem
ber from a seat in Parliament. 

At 12.30 a.m., 
The SPEAKER resumed the chair. 
Mr. GUNN argued that the Bill only re

presented a bit of spleen directed against 
the firm of Thynne and Macartney. If any 
foreign company wa.nted to corrupt hon. 
members, they would not go to members of 
the Oppositio-n, but to the poor union ~ec
retaries and the poorer members supportmg 
the Government party. 

Mr. BARNES: There was ample proof 
that the Bill was of the most hasty and vin
<!ictive character that had ever been intra· 
. .-Juced into the Queensland Parliament. The 
Government had impugned the honour of 
one of their most re,pected citizens, which 
would be an evedasting discredit to the 
House. The Gove·rnment should start at the 
foundation of things, and bring forward 
proof that tlw existence of certain large com
panies had not been in the interests of the 
people in general. As a matter of fact, there 
was no company operating in Queensland 
that was not of considerable benefit to the 
eommunity, and if any of those companies. 
were closed down it would cause a good deal 
of hardship to many persons. 

Amendment put and negatived. 
Original question stated. 
Mr. MACARTNEY said it was moet un

fortunate that he should be called upon to 
speak at that hour of the morning, when 
there were no reporters present. 

The PREMIER: Move the adjournment of 
the debate and I will agree to it. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: I be~o to move the 
acljournment of the debate. 

Question put and paosed. 
The resumption of the de6ate was made an 

Order of the Day for the next sitting of the 
House. 

Mr. Macartne¥j.J 
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LAND ACT' AMENDMENT BILL. 

CoNSIDERATION IN CO'VI1!ITTEE OF CouNCIL's 
AMENDiiiENTS. 

The· SPEAKER: In the absence of the 
Chairman, I call upon the hon. member for 
Mundingburra to take the chair. 

Vr. FOLEY took the chair accordingly. 
On clause 6-" Disqualification for pre

/enntial z1astoml holdings"-

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
moved-That the Committee disagree to the 
Counc1l's a!ncndments in this c::1use. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE supported the Council's 
amendment, because so sure as the sun would 
rise in the morning, so sure were the Govern
ment going to bring about hard times in 
Queensland through their land legisb1tion. 

Mr. MORGAN pointed out that land settle
ment in Queensland was not on the up grade, 
notwithstanding the fact that the drought 
had broken and grass was more plentiful 
than ever before. 

At twenty minutes past 1 o'clock a.m., 
The PREMIER moved-That the question 

be now· put. 

Mr. ::\IORGAN hoped the Chairman would 
11ot put the question, as it had only been 
<:lebated for a few minutes. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN said the 
matter had been debated at considerable 
length on a previous occasion. 

Question-That the question be now put
put; and the Committee divided:-

Mr. Armfleld 
Barber 

,, Bertram 
Carter 
Collins 
Cooper 
Coyne 

,, Dunsta.n 
Fihelly 
Gi!day 
Hardacre 
Hartley, H. L. 
Hartley, W. 
Hunter 
Huxham 
• Tones. T. L. 
Kirwan 

AYES, ss. 
Mr. Land 

, McLachlan 
M cM inn 
McPhail 
O'Sul!ivan 
Payne 
Peters on 
Pollock 
Ryan, D. 
Ryan, H .• T. 
Hyan, T. J, 
Emith 

,, Stopford 
Wellington 
'\Vilson 
Winstanley 

Tellers: Mr. Gi!day and Mr. H. J. Ryan. 

:}Ir. Armstrong 
Barnes 
Bell 
Booker 

, Bridges 

NoEs, 14. 
Mr. i\facartney 

Moo re 
, Morgan 

Petrie 
" Roberts 

Tolmie 
, Yowles 

, Grayson 
Gunn 
Tellers: Mr. Moore and Mr. Hoberts. 

Que,tion-That the Council's amendment 
in clau'e 6 be disagreed to-put; and the 
Committ0e divided:-

Ayes, 33. 
Noes, 14. 

Resolved in the affirmative. 

The division in this 0as" "'"' exactly the 
sa1n~ as that ln~t recorded. 

At 1.30 a.m., 
The CHAIR~IAN resumed the chair. 
On clause 6-" Partnerships"-

ThP SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
moved-That the Council's amendment on 

[Hon. J. M. Hunter. 

lin0s 44 to 47 be disagreed to. If the amend
nJcnt "~Tere agreed to, it would encourage 
dummying. 

::\Ir. YO\YLES supported the Council's 
amendment, as it was in the interests of the 
small man, and the residence conditions could 
br !Yrfol'Jnl>l by one partner. 

~lr. MORGAN also supported the Coun
cil".~ a1n!-ndment. 

~\t 1.4'1 a.tn., 
The PTIEJ\IIER moved-That the question 

be no"· put. 
(~ucstion-That the question be now put

put: :·ne! the Comraittee dividcwl :-
1\yes, 33. 
Noe', 14. 

Thls diyision was the sa1no as the last 
re·. CJrdt:d, 0xcept that :Yir. Bertram did not 
Ynt "', a~1d ~VIr. Foley voted with the ''Ayes.'' 

Re,oh-ed in the affirmative. 
Quc·tion-That the Council's amendment in 

lines 44 to 47 be disagreed to-put; and the 
Committee divided:-

The divir,ion in this case was ·exactly the 
same a' the last. 

Resolved in the affirmative. 
On clause 8-" Amendment of .t>•.ction 

43"-
Thc SECRETARY FOR FGBLIC LANDS 

moYed-'rhat the Council's amendment be 
dis:tgTecd to. The amendment would deprive 
the GoYcmment of the services of the Land 
Court in fixing the rental value of Crown 
leases. 

}h. Gl');::'f argued that if the Govern
ment thougl1t fit tD repudiate their. contracts, 
they should give some compensatiOn to the 
lessc ·.-;. 

At fh-e minutes to 2 a.m., 
The PREMIER moved-That the que,tion 

be now put. 
Question-That tho qwestion be now put

put; and the Committee divided:-
Ayes, 33. 
Noes, 14. 

Resolved in the affirmati\·e. 
The division in this case was the same as 

that last recorded . 
2 a.m 
Quc,tion-That the Council's amendment 

in clause 8 be disagreod to-put; and the 
Committee divided:-

The division was the same as on the pre
ceding que~tion. 

Resolved in the affirmative. 
On clause 10-" A""' nd ment of section 50-

l'erpehwl lease prickly-penT selections"-
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 

moved-That the Committee disagree with 
the omission of clause 10, because it is the 
settled policy of the Government, and has 
received the endorsement of the electors of 
Queensland. 

Mr. PETRIE moved-That the question 
btl now put. 

Question put and passe<:!. 
Question-That the Committee disagree to 

the omicsion of clause 10-put; and the Com
rnittee divid~·,J. 

Qw stion r•"·oh-cd in the affirmative, the 
division being the sarne as previously. 

Ayes, 33. 
Noes, 14. 
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On clause l1 (now 10)-" Restriction on 
selection by pastoral lessees"-

amend
Govern

the man 
who was 
commu

was in the 
apparently the 

not prepared to accept any 
connection with any of the 

Mr. VOWLES also supported the amend
ment, which he regarded as an -evidence that 
the Council desired to extend the olive 
branch to the' Government. In some dis
tricts the maximum area of 40,000 acres pro
posed by the Council was less than the maxi-

now allowed in the pastoral districts 
west. No inducement was offered to 
to come to the State and take up 
blocks. 

The PREMIER moved-That the question 
now put. 

Question put; and the Committee divided. 

Mr. Armfield 
Barber 

, Carter 
, Oollins 
, Cooper 
,. Coyne 
,, Dunstan 
, Foley 
, Giday 
, Hardacre 
, Hartley, H. L. 
, Hartley, W. 
, Hunter 
, Huxham 
., .Tones, T. L. 
,, Kirwan 

AYES, 31. 
Mr. Land 

, McLachlan 
M cM inn 
McPhail 
Payne 

, 0' Sullivan 
Pollock 
Peterson 
Ryan, D. 

H Ryan, T. J. 
Smith 
Stopford 
W elling·ton 
Wilson 
Winstanley 

Tellers: Mr. Dunstan and Mr. O'Sullivan. 

J\ir. Armstrong 
Barnes 

, Bell 
, Booker 
, Bridges 
., Grayson 

NoEs, 14. 
Mr. ~Iacartney 
, Moore 
, Morgan 
, Petrie 
, Roberts 
,, Tolmie 

" 
Vowles Gunn 

Tellers: Mr. Morgan and Mr. Grayson. 
Resolved in the affirmative. 

Question-That the Committee disagree to 
the Council's amendments in clause 11 (now 
10)-put; and the Committee divided:-

The .division was tht! same as the last, 
-except that Mr. H. J. Ryan voted with the 
'' Ayes," whilst the Hon. T. J. Ryan did not 
vote. 

Resolved in the affirmative. 
On clause 12 (now ll)-" A,mendment of 

.1ection 54 "-
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 

moved-
" 'fhat the Committee disagree to the 

Oouncil'H amendm<'nts, because they do 
away with thP. Government policy of 
providmg land for the landless man." 

HoN. J. TOLMIE objected to the applica
l ic.n of the " gag " before the various amend
me·nts had been adequately discussed. The 
same course had been adopted when the Bill 
was going thxough Committee. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
moved-Tnut the questiou be now put. 

Question put and passed. 

Question-That the Committee disagree to 
the Council's amendments in clause 12 (now 
11)-put; and the Committee divided:-

AYES, 31. 
ilfr. Armiield Mr. lVIcLachlan 

Barber 
" 

M cM inn 

" 
Carter 

" 
McPhail 

" Collins 
" 

O'Sullivan 
" Cooper 

" 
Payne 

Dunstan Peterson 

" Foley 
" 

Pollock 

" 
Gilday 

" 
Rya.n, D. 

" Hardacre 
" 

Ryan, H . • T. 

" 
Hartley, H. L. 

" 
Ryan, T . • T. 

Hartley, W. 
" Rmith 

" Hunter 
" 

tltopford 

" 
Huxham 

" 
Wel!ing·ton 

" 
.Tones, 'r. L. 

" 
"\Vilson 

Kirwan 
" 

vYinstanley 

" Land 
Tellers: Mr. Kirwan and Mr. Smith. 

NOES, 12. 
Mr. Armstrong Mr. Macartney 

Bell , 1\foorc 
Book er , JYT organ 

n Bridges , Petrie 
, Grayson , Tolmie 

Gunn , Vowles 
Tellers: Mr. Gunn and Mr. Thiorgan. 

Resolved in the affirmative. 

On clause 14-"AJn<ndment of section 55"
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 

moved-
" That the Committee disagree with 

the omission of clause 14 for the same 
reason as was given for disagreeing with 
the omission of clause 10." 

Mr. VOWLES proceeded to discuss the 
motion, when 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
moved-That the question be now put. 

Question put; and the Committee divided :-

Mr. Armfield 
Barber 

, Carter 
Col!ins 
Cooper 

,, Dunstan 
Fihelly 
Foley 
Gilday 
Hardacre 

, Hartley, H. L. 
Hartley, W. 
Hunter 
Huxham 

,, .Tones, T. L. 

AYES, 32. 
Mr. Land 

, McLachlan 
, McMinn 
, McPhail 
, 0' Sullivan 
, Payne 
, Peterson 
, Pollock 
, Ryan,D. 
, Ryan, H . • T. 
, Ryan, T . • T. 
, Smith 
, Stopford 
, \Vellington 

Wilson 
Kirwan 
Telle-rs: 

, \Vinstanley 
Mr. McMinn and Mr. Oollins. 

NoEs, 12. 
Mr. Armstrong Mr. Macartney 

Bell , Moore 
, Booker , Morgan 
, Bridges , Petrie 
, Grayson , Tolmie 
, Gunn , Vowles 

Tellers: Mr. Bridges and Mr. Moore. 

Question-That the Committee disagree to 
the omission of clause 14--put;. and the Com
mittee divided:-

The division was the same as in the pre
vious division. 

Resolved in the affirmative. 

Hon. J. M. Hunter.] 
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On clause 17 (now 15)-" Amendment of 
section 66 "-

The SECRE'I'ARY FOR PUBLIC LA~DS 
moved-

" That the Committee disagree to the 
Council's amendment because the Land 
Act already provided for this, and it 
was already being done." 

::vir. MORGAN called attention to the fact 
that the clause was inserted by the Council, 
and had never been discussed by this Com
mittee. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
moved-That the question be now put. 

Question put; and the Committee divided. 

Mr. Armfield 
Barber 
Carter 
Collins 
Cooper 
Coyne 
Dunstan 

, Fihelly 
Foley 
Gilday 
Rardacre 

, Hartley, H. L. 

AYES, 33. 
Mr. Land 
, McLachlan 

M cM inn 
1fcPhail 
O'Sullivan 
Payne 
Peterson 
Pollock 
Ryan, D. 

, Ryan, H. J. 

~,:;;~~T.J. 
Stopford 
Wellington 
Wilson 
Winsfitnley 

Hartley, W. 
Hunter 
Huxham 
Jones, T. L. 
Kirwan 
Tellers: Mr. Kirwan and Mr. Peterson. 

Nons, 12. 
Mr. Arnistrong Mr. Macartney 

Bell , 1\foore 
, Booker , Morgan 
~' Bridges , Petrie 
, Grayson , Tolmie 
, Gunn , Vowles 

Tellers: Mr. Bridges and Mr. Petrie. 
Rcsolvod in the affirmative. 

Question-That the Committee disagree to 
the Council's amendment-put; and the Com
mittee divided. 

AYES, 31. 
Mr. Armfield Mr. Land 

Barber McLachlan 
, Carter McMinn 

Collins McPhail 
, , Cooper 0' Sullivan 

Dunstan , Payne 
Fihelly , Peterson 
Foley Pollock 
Gilday llyan, D. 
Hardacre , Ryan, H. ,J. 

, Hartley, H. L. , llyan, T. J. 
Hartley, W. Smith 
Hunter , Stopford 
Huxham , Wellington 

, Jones, T. L. Wilson 
~' Kirwan , VVinstanley 
Tellers: Mr. McLachlan and Mr. H. J. Ryan. 

NoEs, 12. 
Mr. Armstrong Mr. Macartney 

Bell Moore 
Booker , Morgan 

, Bridges , Petrie 
,. Grayson , Tolmie 

Gunn , Vowles 
Tellers: Mr. Moo re and Mr. Petri e. 

Resolved in the affirmative. 
On clause 25 (now 23)-" Powers of 

Minister in war time"-
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 

moved-That the Council's amendment be 
disagreed to, because-

" If adopted, it would short<en the 
selectors' leases for the terms of their 
absence •and entail an involved and 
intricate procedure in the department." 

LHon. J. M. Hunter. 

Mr. l\IIORGAN said that the Minister's 
refusal to accept the amendment showed that 
ho was not in sympathy with the soldiers. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
moved-That the question be now put. 

Question put; and the Committee divided. 

Mr. Armfield 
Barber 

, Carter 
Collins 

, Cooper 
Dunstan 

, Fihclly 
, Foley 
, Gilday 

Hardacre 
, Hartley, H. L. 

Hartley, W. 
Hunter 
Huxham 
.Tones, T. L. 

,, Kirwan 

Ans, 32. 
Mr. Land 

McLachlan 
McMinn 
MoP hail 
O'Sullivan 

, Payne 
Peterson 
Pollock 

, Ryan, D. 
, Ryan, H. J. 
, Ryan, T. J. 

Smith 
Stopford 
Wellington 
Wilson 

Tellers: Mr. H. L. 
, W instanley 

Hartley and Mr. Dunstan. 

NoEs, 12. 

Mr. Jt-;
1
fstrong Mr. [f~~::tney 

Booker , Morgan 
Bridges , Petrie 
Grayson , Tolmie 
Gunn ,, Vowles 
Telle1·s: Mr. M organ and Mr. Bridges. 

Resolved in the affirmative. 

Question-That the CouncJi's amendment 
in clause 25 (now 23) be disagreed to-put; 
and the Committee divided:-

Mr. Armfield 
Barber 
Carter 
Collins 

,, Cooper 
Dunstan 

, Fihelly 
, Foley 
, Gilday 

Hardacre 
, Hartley, H. L. 
, Hartley, W. 

Hunter 
Huxham 

,, tTones, T. L. 
,, Kirwan 

AYES, 31. 
Mr. Land 

McLachlan 
il!lcMinn 
McPhail 
O'Sullivan 

, 1 Payne 
Peterson 
Pollock 
Ryan, D. 
Ryan, H. J. 
Smith 
Stopford 

, Wellington 
Wilson 
Winstanley 

Tellers: Mr. H. L. Hartley and Mr. Pollock. 

NoEs, 12. 

Mr. Armstrong Mr. llfacartney 
Bell Moore 
Booker Morgan 

, Bridges ~~{;;tfe 
, Grayson 

Gunn , Yowles 
Tellers: Mr. Gunn and Mr. Bell. 

Resolved in the affirmative. 

Mr. PETRIE moved-That the Chairman 
·do now leave the chair, report progress, and 
ask leave to sit again. 

Question put ; and the Committee divided. 

Mr. Armstrong 
Booker 

, Bridges 
, Grayson 

Gunn 
, Macartney 

Tellers: Mr. 

AYES, 11. 
Mr. Moore 

, Morgan 
, Petrie 
, Tolmie 
" Yowles 

Gray£O:J and Mr. Moors. 
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NoEs, S2. 
Mr. Armfield Mr. Land 

Barber , l\fcLachlan 
, Carter MclVIinn 

Collins , }IcPhail 
, Cooper , O'Sullivan 

Dunstan , Payne 
Fihelly , Peta·son 
Foley }1 o1lock 
Gilday , Ryan, D. 
Hardacre , Hyan, H .. T. 
Rartley, H. L. , Ryan, T. J. 
Hartley, W. , ~mith 
Hunter , Ftopford 
Huxham , \.Yellington 
.Tones, T. L. "Wilson 
Kirwan , \Vinstanlcy 

Tellers: Mr. :McPhail and ::Ur. Peterson. 

R,esolved in the negative. 

Ou claus-e 31-" Ant.endment of section 
109 "-

The SECRETARY FOR PL:BLIC LANDS 
moyed-That the Committc8 disagree to the 
Council's omieoion of the claucc for the 
reason giYen for the disagreement \Yith the 
Council's amendment in clause 8. 

H, !-:. .J. TOLMIE o,aid the lHinister had 
given , no rra son for disagreeing V\"ith the 
Ulll8IlG.ll1Bllt. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR P'CBLIC LAi'\DS 
movecl-That the quc:::;tion be no\v put. 

Ques"iO!i put; and the Committee diYided 

"\fr. Armfield 
, Barber 

Carter 
Col! ins 
Cooper 
Dunstan 
Fihelly 
Foley 
Gi!day 
Hard acre 
Hartley, H. L. 
Hartley, W. 
Hunter 
Huxham 
. Tones, rr. L. 
Kirwan 

_\YE8, 32. 

:IIr. Lancl 
}fcLa. hlan 

., 1fc11inn 
:IIcl'hail 

, ()':Jullivan 
,, Payne 
, retcrson 
, JJollock 
, Hyan,D. 
., Tlyan, H . • T, 
., H0an,T.J. 
, Snlith 
, Stopforcl 
" \;:~·llington 
, l.t 1lson 

Tell"'"': }Ir. D. 
, \V instanley 

Ryan and ::lir. Smith. 

:Mr. ~\rmt:>trong 
Bell 

,, Booker 
Bridg·es 

.. Grayson 
Gunn 

XOES, 11. 

}Ir. }Ioorc 
,, }forgan 
, Petric 
, Tolmie 
,. T mvlcs 

Teller: :Mr :Moore. 

Re-solved in the affirmative. 

Question-That the Committee disagree to 
the Council's omission of clame 31-put; and 
the Committee di videJ :-

Mr. Armfielcl 
, Carter 
, Cooper 
, Dunstan 
, Fihelly 
, Foley 
, Gilday 
., Hardacre 
, Rartlcy, W. 

Hunter 
, Huxham 
,, .Tones, T. L. 

Kil·wan 
, Land 

AYES, 28. 

Mr. McLachlan 
, McPhail 
, 0' Sullivan 
'·' Pa~yne 
, Peterson 
, Pollock 
, Ryan, D. 
, Ryan, H .. T. 
, Ryan, T. J. 
, Smith 
, Stopford 
, Wellington 
, VVilson 
, Winstanley 

Tellers: Mr. Armfield and Mr. 0' Sullivan. 

1916--till: 

]Jr. Armsrrong 
Bell 
Book er 

" Bridgt:S 
Grayson 

., Gunn 

~OTl", 11. 
::lir. }IJore 

Morgan 
, Petrie 
, Tolmie 

, Yowles 

Tellers: }fr. Gunn and Mr. Bridges. 

R<'soh,ed in the affirmative. 

On C'l:1nsc 34--" _To J,-tnrl to 1Jc uucf,,·ancd in 
fee simple aft,.r 1st January, 1917 "-

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC L"\.?\DS 
moved-

" That the Committee disagree with the 
omis·,ion of cbuse 34 for the reason given 
for disagreeing with the omission of 
clause 10." 

At 3.30 a.m., 
Mr. FOLEY relieved the Chairman in the 

chair. 
.Mr. VOWLRS: This was a very important 

cl,"use, inasmuch as it prohibited the sale of 
land b? auction _"ftcr 1st January, 1917, and 
made th~ perpetual leasehold system the only 
tenure under which land could be acquired 
from the Crown in the future. He supported 
the retention of the freehold tenure. So far, 
very little land had been selected as per
petual lease, showing that that tenure was 
not popular. 

At twenty-five minutes to 4 o'clock, 

Mr. BRIDGES called attention to the 
state of the Committee'. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIR:VIA:N: I am 
satisfied that there is a quorum within the 
pn:.:incts of the licnur. 

Ho". J. TOLMIE moved-'I'hat the Tem
porary Chairn1an's ruling be disagre~d to. 
There was no evidence that there \\as a 
quorum within the precincts of the House. 

Question-That the Temporary Chairman's 
ruling be dimgreed to-put; and the Com
mittee divided:-

:.VIr. Armstrong 
Bll 
Booker 
Bridges 
Grayson 
Gunn 

Tellers: 

AYEs, 11 . 
)ir. Moorc 

M organ 
Petr'e 

:: Tol~ie 
, Vowles 

}Ir. :;!oorc and :l>Ir. Bell. 

~OES, 32 . 
1fr. Armfielcl ::IIr. Land 

Barber :IIcLach]an 
,, Bertram 'Mcl\finn 

Carter M cPhail 
Collins 0' Sullivo.n 

, , Cooper , . Payne 
Dunstan Peterson 

., Fihelly Pollock 

., Gilday Hyan, D. 
Harclacre , Ryan, H .. T. 

., Hartley, H. L. , Ryan, T. J. 
Hartley, W. Smith 
Hunter , Stopford 
Ruxham Wellington 

,. .Tones, T. L. \Vilson 
Kirwan , , \V instanley 

Tellers: :lfr. Petcrson and Mr. D. Ryan. 
Resolved in the negative. 

Mr. VOWLES said that no person could 
acquire more than six allotments, or 3 acres, 
under perpetual lease in a town. He pointed 
out further objections to the clause, and 
claimed that people should have- the option 
of saying whether they would take up land 
as a freehold or as a perpetual leasehold. 

Mr. Vowles.] 
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Question-That the Committee disagree to 
the omission of clause· 34-put; an.d the 
Committee divided:-

-;Ir. Armfield 
Barber 
Bertram 
Carter 
Collins 

, Cooper 
Dunstan 

, Fihelly 
, Gilday 

Hardacre 
, Hartley, H. L. 

AYEs, 32. 
Mr. Land 

McLaohlan 
,, McMinn 

McPhail 
, 0' Sullivan 
, Payne 

reterson 
, Pol!ock 
, Ryan, D. 
, Ryan, H. ,J. 
, Ryan, T. J. 

Smith 
Rtopford 
1Y ellington 
Wilson 

Hartley, W. 
Hunter 
Huxham 
.Tones, T. L. 
Kirwan 

Tellers: Mr. Barber and lV1~~n~.~~{i{.van. 
NOES, 11. 

l\Ir. Armstrong 
Bell 

Mr. Moore 
, Morgan 
, Petrie 
.. Tolmie 
, Yowles 

Book er 
, Bridges 
, Grayson 

Gunn 
'Pellers: Mr. Gunn and Mr. Vowles. 

Resolved in the affirmative. 

On clause 35-" Amendment of section 
121 ,_ 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
moved-

" That the Committee disagree to the 
omission of clause 35 for similar reasons 
to those given for disagreeing to the 
omisBion of clause 10." 

Question put; and the Committee divided. 
Resolved in the affirmative, the voting 

being " Ayes," 31; " Noes," 11. 

On new clause 31, to follow original clause 
35-

The SECRE'I'ARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
moved-

" That the Committee disagree to the 
insertion of the new clause because it is 
against the settled poli<)y of the Govern
ment." 

Question put; and the Committee divided:-

AYES, 31. 

Mr. Armfield Mr. McT,achlan 
Barber Me M inn 
Carter , ~icPhail 
Collins , O'Sullivan 

" 
Cooper , Payne 
Dunstan PetC'rson 

" 
Foley ,. Pollock 

" 
GiJcJa,y ., Ryan, D. 
Hardacre 

" 
Ryan, H .• r. 

" 
Hartlcy, H. L. ,. Ryan, T .• T. 

" 
Hartley, W. " Smith 
Hunter ., Stopford 
Huxham , Wellington 

" 
.Tones, T. L. 

" 
\Vilson 

Kirwan " "\Yinstanley 
Land 

Tellers: Mr. Kirwan and Mr. :"top ford. 

NoEs, 11. 
M:_·. Annstrong 

Bell 
BookPr 

,, Bridge"~ 
Grayson 
Gun D. 

~Ir. l\loorp 
,, J\Iorgan 
,, Petrie 
.. rrolmif> 
, Vowles 

Tellers: Mr. Bridges and Mr. Moore. 
Resolved in the affirmative. 

[lion . .J. M. Hunte':'. 

On clauSC' 38 (now 34)-" A.menclment of 
section 130 "-

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
moved-That the Committee disagree with 
the omission of the wm,ds relating to the 
penaltv. because it was necessarv to have a 
penalt~- to prevent dummying. " 

Question put; and the Committee divided:

AYEs, 29. 
i\Ir. Armfield 

Barber 
Carter 
Col! ins 
Cooper 
Dunstan 
Folcy 

., Gilday 
Hardacre 
Hartlcy, H. L. 
Hartley, W. 
Hunter 
Huxham 
Jonrs, T. L. 
Kirwan 

Mr. Land 
McLachlan 
McMinn 
McPhail 
O'Sullivan 
Peterson 
Pollock 

, Ryan,D . 
, Ryan, H. J. 
, Ryan, T. J. 

Smith 
, Wellington 

Wilson 
Winstanley 

Tellers: Mr. McPhail and Mr. Smith. 

Mr. Armstrong 
Bell 
BookPr 

,, Bridges 
, Grayson 

Gunn 

NoEs, 11. 
Mr. Moore 
,, Morgan 
, :::etri~ 
, Jolmre 
., Vowles 

Telle,·s: Mr. Moore and llfr. Bell. 

On clause 50-" Am.cndrnent of Sehedule 
/["-

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
moved-That the Committee disagree with 
the Council's amendment omitting the clause 
for the same reason as given for disagreeing 
with the amendment in clause 8. 

Quc>tion put; and the Committee divided. 

Mr. Armfield 
Barber 
Carh'r 
Collins 

, Cooper 
Dunstan 

,. Fihelly 
, Foley 
,. Gilday 

Hardacrc 
, , Hartley, \Y. 

Hunter 
Huxham· 

, .Tones, T. L. 
,. Kirwan 
Tellers: 1\ir. T. L. 

}Ir. ~\._rmstrong 
Bell 
Book er 

,, Bridges 
Gravson 
Gun D. 

AYEs, 30. 

l\Ir. Land 
, McLachlan 

M cM inn 
McPhail 
O'Su!livan 

, Payne 
Peter son 
Pollock 

,, Hyan, D. 
. , Ryan, H .. T. 

Ryan. T. J. 
Rmith 

, Wellington 
Wilson 

, 1.V instanley 
J ones and 1\ir. Winstanley. 

NoEs, 11. 

Mr. Moore 
M organ 

, Petrie 
,, Tolmir 
, Yowles 

Tellel's: Mr. Bell and Mr. :l'Ioore. 

The House resumE-d. The CHAIRi'>!AN re
ported that the Committee had disagrec;d 
with the Legislative Council's amendments m 
th< Bill. The report was a-dopted, a_nd ~he 
Bill ordered to be returned to the Legtslahve 
Council with the following message :-

'· :\Ir. President,-
" The Legislative A<scmbly having had 

under consideration the Legislative 
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Council's amendments in the Land Act 
Amendment Bill, lwg nos to intimate 
that they-

" Disagree to the amendment in clause 
6, lines 22 to 25-

" Because the object of the ·clause is 
to provide land for landless men. 

" Disagree to the amendment in clause 
6, line 44-
. "Because it would encourage dummy
mg. 

" Disagree to the amendment in clause 
8, page 5, linPo, 43 to 55 (now 43 to 54), 
and page 6, lines 1 to 7 (now 1 to 6)-

" Because the object of the clause is 
to enable the La.nd Court to fix the true 
rental value. 

" Disagree to the omission of clause 
10-

" Because it is the settled policy of the 
Government. 

"Disagree to the amendments in clause 
11 (now 10)-

" Because if the amendments were 
accepted the possibilities of increasing 
closer settlement would be restricted. 

" Disagree to the amendments in clause 
12 (now 11)-

" Because they do away with the Go
vernment's policy of providing land for 
landle,s men. 

" Disagree to the omission of dause 14 
for the reason given in disagreeing t~ 
the omission of clause 10. 

"Disagree to the amendment in clause 
17 (now 15)-

." Because the Land Act already pro
vrdes for this, and it is already being 
donr•. 

"Disagree to the amendment in clause 25 
(now 23)-

" Because, if a·dopted, rt would shorten 
the selectors' leases for the terrr>s of their 
absence and entail an involved and intri
cate procedure in the departm~Ht. 

"Disag-ree to the omission of clause 31 
for the reason given in disagreeing to th~ 
amendment in clause 8. 

"Disagree to the omission of clause 34, 
for the reason given in disagreeing to 
the omission of clau,e 10. 

"Disagree to the omission of clause 35 
for a similar reason, and for the addi: 
tional reason that it is found satisfactory. 

" Disagree to the insertion of new 
clause 31-

" Because it is against the settl,·.d policy 
of the Government. 

" Disagree to the amendment in clause 
38 (now 34)-

" Because in practice it is found neces
sary to inflict a penalty to prevent dum
mying. 

"Disagree to the omissi.:Jn of clause 50 
for the reason given in disagl:eeing t~ 
the amendment in clause 8. 

"\\'. l\IcCOR:IHCK, 
"Speaker. 

"Lcgi.,lative Assembly Chamber, 
"Brisbane, 22nd ~ovember, 1916." 

l\fO.NEY LENDERS BILL. 

CoNSIDERATION OF LEGISLATIVE CouNCIL's 
A:IIENDi\IENTS. 

On clause 3-" Interpretation"-
On the motion of L-iON. J. A. FIHELLY, 

the Council's amendment was agreed to with 
slight amendments. 

On clause 18-" Reoulations as to reoistra
tion "-

HoN. J. A. FIHELLY moved-That the 
Legislative Council's amendment be agreed 
to. He disagreed with the amendment, but, 
in order to permit of the measure becoming 
law, he would accept it. 

Question put and passed. 
The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN re

ported that the Committee agreed to one 
amendment and disagreed with another 
amendment. The report was adopted, and 
the Bill ordered to be returned to the Legis
lative Council with the following message:-

" l\1r. Speaker,-
" The Legislative Assembly having had 

under consideration the Legislative Coun
cil's amendments in the .Money Lenders 
Bill, beg now to intimate that they-

" Disagree to the amendment in clause 
3, page, 2, line 54 (now 51)-

" Because under the definition of trus
tee in the Trustees and Executors Acts, 
1897 to 1906, unless the amendrrwnts here
after mentioned are made, tho Act will 
readily be evaded, as any pel"on could 
become a trustee; but )ffer to amend the 
Legislative Council'• amendment a; fol
lows:-

On line 52 omit the word 'under' 
and insert the words 'within i.he mean
ing of ' in lieu thereof; 

On line 53, after ' 1906,' insert the 
words ' under any will ' ; 
''In which proposed amendments they 

invite the concurrence of the Legislative 
Council; 

" And agree to the 0ther amendments 
in the Bill. 

"W. McCoRli!ACK, 

"~peaker. 

"Legislative Assembly Chamber, 
"Brisbane, 22nd November, 1916." 

TRAFFIC ACT AMENDMENT BILL. 

SECOND READING. 

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. Hux
ham, Buranrla) : I formally move that the 
Bill be now read a second time. 

Quection put and passed. 

The committal of the Bill was made an 
Order of the Day for tho next sitting of the 
House. 

GAS BILL. 

LEGISLATIVE CouNCIL'S MESSAGE No. 3. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of 
thG following message from the Legislative 
Council:-

"Mr. Speaker,-
" The Legislative Council h..tving had 

under consideration the Message of the 

Hon. W. JfcGuJII!ackJ 
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Legislative Assembly of date 21st Novem
ber, relative to the Gas Bill, beg now to 
intimate that they-

" Agree to the addition proposed by the 
Legislative Assembly to ,,<tragraph 12 in 
Schedule III., page 10 (now 14). 

" Do not further insist on their amend
ment on page 10 (now 15), line 66 (now 
24), substituting the figures '10' for the 
figures ' 7 ~,' and do not insist on their 
disagreement to the substitution therefor 
of the figures '8~' offered by the Legis
lative Assembly. 

" Do not further insist on their amend
ment on page 10 (now 15), lin-, 67 (now 
25), substituting 'ton pou11ds' 'or 'seven 
pounds ten shillings,' and do not insist 
on their disagreement to the substitution 
thercfor of 'eight pounds ten Fhillings' 
offered by the Legislative AssemHy. 

" Do not insist on their further amend
ments in the Bill to which the Legislative 
.\ssembly have disagreed; cmd 

" Do not further insist on their other 
amendments in the Bill to which the 
LegislatiYe As-cmbly insist on disagree-
1ng. 

"\V. F. TAYLOR, 

" Presiding Ch<tirman. 
"Legislative Council Chamber, 

·' Brisbane, 22nd November, 1916." 

L"\ND S'CRVEYORS ACT AME?--!DMENT 
BILL. 

MESSAGE FROM LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of 
n. message from the Legislative Council for
wa,rding this Bill with an amendment, in 
which they invited the concurrence of the 
Legislative Assembly. 

Col'isiDERATION Il'i Co11MITTEE OF LEGISLATIVE 
CouNciL's AiiiEXD:IIENT. 

On clau~o 4-
The SECRETARY FOR rDBLIC LANDS 

moved-That the Legislative Council's 
amendment, omitting £100 and inserting £50, 
b ~ agreed to. 

Question put and passed. 

The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN re
ported that the Committee had agreed to the 
Council's amendment. The report was 
adopted, and the Bill was ordered to be re
turned to the Council with the message in 
the usual form. 

LUCINDA POINT TO HALIFAX ROAD 
BILL. 

:MESSAGE FROM CouNciL. 

The SPEAKER announced receipt of a 
message from the Legislative Council for
warding this Bill with an amendment, in 
which they invited the concurrence of the 
Legislative Asc,embly. 

On the motion of HoN. J. A. FIHELLY 
it was agreed to take the message into con
sideration at the next sitting of the House. 

The House adjourned at half-past 4 o'clock 
a.m. 

[lion. W. McCormack. 




