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A4iournment. [17 NOVEMBER.] Questions. 1891 

LgGISL.ATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

FRIDAY, 17 NOVEMBER, 1916. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. IV. McCormack, Cairns) 
took the chair at half-past 3 o'clock. 

QUESTIONS. 

FEES PAID TO ATTORNEY-GENERAL. 

1\lt- BERTRAM (Jfare.e) asked the Attor
l;Py~Genoral-

" 1. Have fees been paid to the 
Attorneys-General of previous Govern
ments for services rendered as counsel on 
behalf of the Crown? 

" 2. vVha t were the offices held bv each 
Attorney-General, and what amount Wa3 

paid to each?" 

The ATTOR;'\EY~GE:\fERAL (Hon. T. J. 
It.' an, Barcoo) replied-

" L v,.~ 

'' 2. I am unable to give the total 
amounts, but, so far as I have been able 
to ascertain from the records of the de
partments. the following fees have been 
paid to the previous Attorneys-General-

Sir S. W. Griffith (Chief 
Secretary and Att'orney-

£ s. d~ 

General) ... 3,389 18 6 
Hon. T. J. Byrnes (Solici-

tor-General and subse-
quently Attorney-General) 5, 710 17 6 

Sir Arthur Rutledge (Attor-
ney-General) .. . ... 4,204 12 0 

Hon. J. W. Blair (Attor-
nev-General and Secre-
tal:Y for Mines) ... ... 2,052 16 8 

Hon. T. O'Sullivan (Attor-
ney-General) 4,746 7 6." 

RAILWAY REFRESHMENT RooMs. 

Mr. CORSER (Burnett) asked the Secre
tary for Railways-

" 1. Is it the intention of the Govern
ment to take over and run all the rail
wa v refreshment-rooms? 

,: 2. If not, which do they not propose 
to take over, and for what reason?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(l-Ion. J. H. Coyne, TVarrego) replied-

" 1 and 2. Matter is now receiving 
the attention of the department." 

PUBLIC SERVA:-i"TS ON :MILITARY SERVICE. 

Mr. COHSER asked the Premier-
" 1. Are the State public servants who 

are on active service, or those called up 
for military training, being credited with 
their State salaries? 

"2. If not, what is the amount saved 
to the State per week? 

" 3. Are the members of the publio 
service being remunerated for the extra 
ha.lf-hour per day they have been called 
upon to perform?" 

The PREMIER (Hon. T. J. Ryan. Bareoo) 
replied-

" 1. No; but the seniority of such 
officers is being {:l't'served. 
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" 2. I suggest the hon member move 
for a return. 

" 3. They are paid their salaries in 
accordance with the Public Service Act 
and Regulations." 

WAGES OF RAILWAY SURVEYORS' EMPLOYEES. 
Mr. MAY (Flinden) asked the Secretary 

for Railways-
" 1. What is the wage paid to railway 

surveyors' employees? 
" 2. If they are paid at a lower rate 

than navvies, why do they not receive 
the same wage? 

" 3. Is it true that on account of the 
low wages paid to the railway surveyors' 
employees, the railway surveyors cannot 
keep their employees any length of time? 

"4. Is it not a fact that the railway 
surveyors are seriously retarded in their 
work by the continual changing of their 
men?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
t·eplied-

" 1. For the purpose of wages of sur
veyors' employees the State has been 
divided longitudinally into four districts. 
Wages range from Ss. in the South
eac;tern (Brisbane) district to lls. in the 
·western district (Cloncurry). Sixpence 
a day extra is paid to men after tweh·e· 
months' service, and also 6d. a day extra 
when camp is more than 50 miles from 
a railway. 

'· 2. The pay is not so much as that of 
navvies because the work \.js no't so 
strenuous; they are paid full time (wet 
and dry), supplied with tents and uten
sils provided by the surveyor, and a cook 
is supplied by the department. 

" 3. Previous to outbreak of war there 
had been no difficulty in keeping em
ployees, ancl some have remained for 
long periods. Latterly there has been 
difficulty in getting suitable men to take 
the places of those who have enlisted. 

" 4. Yes; since the outbreak of the 
war it has been difficult to get the class 
of men most suitable for survey work, 
owing to that class having enlisted in 
large numbers." 

SDGAR CANE PRICE BOARDS. 

Mr. STODART (Logan) asked the Secre
tary for Agriculture and Stock-

" 1. 'What is the total number of local 
boards created under the Regulation of 
Sugar Cane Prices Act of 1915, for the 
year 1916? 

"2. \Vbat is the number of such local 
boards that made awards? 

"3. \Vhat is the number of such local 
boards that delegated their power to 
make awards to the Central Board in 
terms of section 7 of the Act? 

"4. What is the number of the awards 
made by such local boards, which have 
been appealed against, and by whom 
were such appeals lodged?" 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICL.:LTURE 
(Hon. W. Lennon, Herbert) replied

" 1. Thirty-three boards. 
" 2. Thirteen boards. 
" 3. Seventeen boards. Three boards 

failed to make any award or to delegate 
their power to the Central Board. 

"4. Eight awards were appealed 
against, three of which were by mill
owners only, and in four cases the appeal 
was by millowners with cross appeal by 
canegrowcrs. In one instance the appeal 
was by the canegrowers with cross appeaf 
by the millowners." 

SUPPLY. 

RESU~!PTIOK OF COMMfTTEE-FJR.ST ALLOTTED 
DAY. 

(:J.lr. lV. Bertram, Maree, in the chair.) 

EXECUTIVE AND LEGISLATIVE. 

IllS EXCELLENCY THE GOV~R::-!OR. 

The PREMIER nwwd--Th-:1t there be 
granted a sutn not exceeding £2,325 for " His 
Excellency the GoYernor.'' Thttt vote showed 
an increase of £60, which was caused by 
providing a gratuity of £60 for the widow 
of the late loclgekeeper. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE (Toowoomba) thanked 
the Premier for very kindly providing motor
cars the previous eYening to enable members, 
of the Opposition to get home. (Laughter.) 
It was d'-',irable that the Committee should 
get some information on a point that was of 
eomiderablc interest to the general com
munitv. h would be remembered that the 
relations between His Excellency and the 
Cabi·,wt were very strained not so long since 
on ac·connt of certain statements made by 
one of the Minist,ers. Those statements 
caused a considerable amount of feeling in 
the country, and a great many persons felt 
that such statements should never have been 
made by a Minister, and that the hon. gen
tleman who made them should not have been 
allowed to continue to hold a position as 
Minister. They saw in the Press a letter of 
apology from the Minister to the Premier. 

Hon. ,J. A. FIHELLY: There was no letter 
of apology to anyone. · 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: That was what he 
wanted to arrive at-whether it was a letter 
of apology or not. To his point of view it 
was not an apology, but simply rubbing the 
insult in. He would like to know if the Min
ister in question did make a sufficient apology 
to His Excellency in order to restore friendly 
relations. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: Can you explain how 
your ex-leader supplied meat to the Ger
mans? 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: He was asking a ques
tion he \vas entitled to ask, and a question 
the Premier should reply to. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: Can you explain why 
your Government bought those German 
,h·eclges '! 

H'n. J. TOLMIE: There was an amount 
of £1,175 shown in the estimates for "Rent 
of country residence and to meet the travel
ling expenses of His Excellency and staff," 
etc. Re would like to know what was the 
exact amount set clown for a country resi
dence; whether a country residence had been 
decided on by the Government, and where 
it was situated, or whether the Governor 
could suit his own convenience and travel 
about from p:acf' to nlacc. Then there \Vas 

another item, "Gratuity to widow of P. 
Gorman, late loclgekeeper." The granting 
of gratuities of that kind had been discon
tinued for a number of years, but he noticed 
that the Government were reviving the prac
tice. He did not say that the gratuity ought 
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not to be granted, but he would like to 
'know whether it was going to be a general 
practice and whether the widows of public 
5ervants• would be entitled, as a matter of 
right, to a gratuity of that kind in all cases 
where public servants did not come under 
the Public Service Act. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICuLTuRE : Do you 
remember a vote of £2,000 granted by your 
-Government to the widow of a one-time 
Minister? 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: He could not remember 
•anything of the kind. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTuRE : Cast your 
-mind back twelve years or so. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: He had no intention 
of referring ba.ck to that period. I-le knew 
that the practice was discontinued, and he 
was not going to saddle himself with any
thing that was done by past Administrations, 
nor was he taking credit for anything done 
by past Administrations. 

Mr. CORSER: The first thing that struck 
.him was the matter of motor-cars. (Govern
ment laughter.) He was not referring to the 
. motor-cars that were provided for members 
last night. The motor-car he referred to 
was the one of those in regard to which the 
-Chief Secretary said, when he answered the 
question of the hon. member for Mirani on 
15th Kovember, that he would have inquiries 
made, but that it would take a considerable 
time as most of the motor-cars referred to

·one of them being of German manufacture
were extremely costly, and were purchased 
before the present Government came into 
·office. That motor-car came under this par
ticular vote, and the Premier, by his re
marks, made an inference that the past 
Government had bought German motor-cars. 
'The motor-car referred to as of German 
manufacture was an old motor-car which was 
•once used by a former Governor of this State, 
many years before war broke out, or before 
war was contemplated. (Laughter.) It was 
scrap-heaped in Brisbane for twelve months 
-Dr more. The Chief Secretary could easily 
.have answered the q;Iestion' without giving 
a sort of political stench to the matter, and 
.making it appear that the late Governmenc 
.had been doing some trick. 

The CHAIR::'I1A~: Order ! lf the motor
-<'ar was purchased many years ago, it has 
no referPnce to the vote '"e are now d is

·<:ussing. (Hear, hear!) 

Me. CCRSER hope-d that the increase in 
the vote would be found sufficient, and tnat 
thre widow of the late Mr. O'Gorman would 
get some relief from the amount of gratuity 
provirled 

Mr. FOHSYTH (JI urrurnba) thought that 
the Governor was not too well paid. but, of 
.course, his S<dary did not. come under this 
·;-ote 

The PREMTER : I cannot hear you. 

Mr. FORSYTH : In connection with print
ing, stationery, rail·way fares, postage, tcle
grain~, etc., there was £300 put down this 
year, ,,-hilc last year the amount spent was 
·only £117, 01· les3 than half. What was the 
reason for th<J.t? Of course, they did not 
want to etint the GoYernor in connection 
with expenditure of this kind. The travel
ling expenses, uniforms, and incidentals 
wer~ put down at £1,175, while last year a 
<:onsKler-able amount less than that was 
.actually spent. Was it nec-essary to spend 
;the higher amount this ye<J.r, when it was 

so necessary to study economy? He ha<:! no 
desire to restrict the amount, but the Chief 
Secretary might be able to gi;-e them some 
information on the point. 

The PREMIER: The leader of the Opposi
tion had raised a matter which, with his 
knowled"''' of constitutional practice, he 
shotild ]~now should not be directed in the 
nature of a question to the Chief Sccret<e.ry. 
Any connnunications or disC'ussio11S bebveen 
the Chief Secretary find the Governor were 
PHtirely confidC'ntial, and it was nut his inten
tion to sav whether any discussions had 
taken place. bet we en the Chief Seczetary and 
the Governor. or to ·disclose them. (Hear, 
hear!) \Vith reg-~rd to the l~xpenset; referred 
to by the leader of the Opposition, there 
was an amount provided for travelling ex
pemes for Hi~ Excellency and staff, and 
vouchers which he would send in were ac
(jUitted in thc ordin-ary way. They did not 
adopt th" practice of questioning e1·ery item 
sent in, bLit assumed that they would be sent 
in reasonably, and it was hardly- f-itting that 
the lcarlN .-{f the Opposition should suggest 
that any <:!ifferent practice should be adopted. 

Hon. J. ToLMTE: I never alluded to that . 

The PREMIER: The hon. member for 
Burnett had referred to several questions 
asked by tho hon. member for Mirani with 
regard to the expenses attaching to motor
cars. the eountry from which they came, and 
so on. 

Mr. CoRSER : I only referred to one por
tion of it. 

-'rhe PRE::'IHER: He was going to refer 
to the 1vhole of it, because, according to an 
important rule of fairness. they could not 
refer to part without referring to the whole. 

Mr. CORSER: I was referring to your 
finswer with regard to the German ca1·. 

The PREMIER: He CDuld not answer the 
questions until he had obtained all informa
tion necessary to enable him to do so, and 
he was making investigations for that pur
pose which wDuld involve communication 
with certain persons in Germany. The hon. 
member must know that it was somewhat 
difficult now to make inquiries from persons 
carrying on business in Gennany in respect 
to a very expensive motor-car which was· 
purchased by the late Government. (Govern
ment laughter.) 

Hon. ,J. ToLMIE: Which Government? 

The PREMIER: A previous Government; 
a Liberal Government which held office 
before the present Government. All he needed 
to say with regard to the motor-car r-efel'l·ed 
to "'"-S that it was not only used--

Mr. STEVENS rose to a point of order. 
When the hon. member for Burnett was 
speaking he referred to the matter of some 
motor-car purchased some years ago, and the 
Chairman said that he was out of order in 
referring to an ancient matter of that kind 
in connection with this vote_ He asked the 
Chairman's ruling as to whether the Chief 
Secretary was in order in referring to the 
same 1natter. 

The CHAIRMAN : The hon. member for 
Burnett was not in order in discussing the 
matter on this vote, and, strictly speaking, 
the Chief Secretary is not in order. 

The PRE:YIIER : He had no wish to pro
ceed with the matter. He had no intention 
of discussing the matter, but as the question 
was asked, he was about to answer it. With 

Hon. T. J. Ryan.J 
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regard to the points raised by the hon. 
m< mber for l\{urrumba, it was impossible to 
estimate exactly what amount would be spent 
on any particular item. 

;\1r. FORSYTH: This is nearly three times 
the amount. 

The PREMIER: That was the strongest 
evidence of the economy which had been 
practised by the Government during the 
past year. The amount was fixed at £300 
on the experience of years in which the 
Liberal Government were in office. 

Mr. FORSYTH: No. 

The PREMIER: But they found that by 
economy the amount of £300 could be 
reduced to £117. He did not know whether 
that could be continued, but they must strike 
an avel'agc on the amount spent in previous 
years. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE thought that the Chief 
Secretary had displayed the evasiveness 
which was quite natural to him in dealing 
with these questions. There was no effort to 
give a straightforward answer to any of the 
questions which had been asked concerning 
the administration of his department. It 
wa,; only from the Au·ditor-General's report 
that they could form some conclusion as to 
,,-hat the Government were doing. Past 
:Ministers in this Chamber gave all the infor
n1ation that \Yas necessary in a straight
forward manner. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION: 
Xot always. 

HoN. J. TOLMlE: So that the House 
understood what the real expenditure was. 
This was the time to get that information, 
and if the Chief Secretary or any other 
Minister enclea vourecl to cover up the facts 
in regard to the administration of their 
departments the public could only draw the 
conclusion which they were entitled to draw. 
l\linisters would do their departments honour, 
and bring credit to themselves, if they \IOuld 
give the information sought. The people 
had a right to know how public money was 
expended. If the relationships between the 
Cabinet and those with whom they came in 
contact were not what they ought to be, the 
public had a right to know. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICCLTCRE : You 
refused to give information about your ready
made farms. 

'.1r. CORSER: They were not there to give 
information about. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE : He gave all the infor
mat;on on that point that was available. 
(Go\-ernment laughter.) The present Govern
ment were following exactly on the lines he 
had laid clown in connection with farms for 
soldiers. There was an old adage that 
"imitation was the sincerest form of 
flatterv." At anv rat<'. he laid the founda
tion u'pon which the Go,·ernment were going 
to build. and he laid it solid and well. He 
hoped the building would be a good one. 
They would discuss it further when they came 
ta deal with the dual positions occupied by 
members of the Cabinet, and then they would 
be able to discover who was :Yir. Dobson and 
who was Mr. Fogg. They would then be 
able to differentiate as to which Minister was 
administering the" particulotr votes. If he 

asked the Secrctarv for Lands a 
[4 p.m.] rmcstion he was 'told that it 

should be asked of the Chief 
Secretary, and vice versa. All that evasive· 

[Hon. T. J. Ryan. 

ncss was not for the good of the Government, 
and was ccrbinly a poor compliment to 1~ay 
to the cottntr''· He had raised the questiOn 
o[ the relatio;;ship between the Governor and 
the Cabinet. and he was entitled to do so. 
Personally, hP did _not supp.oso that he would 
get any further mfon;natwn than . he got 
from the Assistant il1Imster for Justice, who 
said that he apologised to no one. He was 
in accord with that statement. because the 
hon. gentleman in his letter to the. Chief 
Secretary did not humble himself m the 
least. Whether the position the hon. gentle
man took up was the right or wrong one 
did not matter: he. at .any rate. made no 
apology. . 

Hon. J. A. FumLLY: vYill you explam how 
you appealed to the electms of Toowoomba 
as '' Horr" Tolrnlc for the German votes? 

HoN. J. TOLl\HE: He. had a pu~licatio;; 
in his hemcl which was Issued by Her~' 
Carter. (Loud laughter. ) At the last electiOn 
the rrroasurer "\Vent to Too·woon1ba for the
purpose of a,dvocat_ing the .cancliclatt:re of ~ 
German candidate m oppositiOn to lum (MI. 
Tolmie). 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! 
HoN. J. TOLMIE pointed out that the 

Assistant Minister for Justice ma"cle a cha~ge 
against him, and he asked fur the protectiOn 
of the Chair. 

The TREASURER: I was advocating the 
Australian candidate. 

Hon. .J. A. FIHELLY: Don't forget the 
"Darlint; Downs Gazette " libelled V ern on 
Redwood, and had to stump up. 

Ho::-r. J. TOLMIE: The Minister said that 
he nppealecl to the German voters as " Herr" 
Tolmie. He "ppealecl as a loyalist,. at any 
rate, and the man who was makmg the 
insinuations against h1m supported the Ger
man candidate, and did his best to get hn:' 
returned. He only rose to refer t'.' !he atti
tude taken up by the Assistant l\ii~Hster for 
J ustico. That attitude was not gomg to be 
allowe·cl to drop until they, tho \'hamber, 
was satisfied what thc•truth was. 

Mr. H. L. HARTLEY : You are stirring up 
the sectarian business for all it is worth. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: There was no sectarian 
business about it at all. 

Hon. ,f. A. FrHELLY: Remember what the 
last libel cost you. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: He was never guilty 
of sectarianism in his life. Just because 
the Minister happened to be an Irishman 
that was no reason why he should n?t be
criticised. If the hon. gentleman miscon
ductecl himself he should be tre~tecl as a 
man who misconclucted himself Without the· 
question of sectarianism being wrapped rouJ_Jd 
him. Matters of this sort should )Je qrs
cusscd, no matter what a man's natwnalrty 
was. 

Several GOVERN>IENT MEMBERS interjecting, 

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! I must insist 
on these interjections ceasing, more p~rticu
larly interjections which have no rel!"twn to· 
the qu0stion under discussion. If mterJ ec
tions are ma·de, I cannot prevent the mem
bm· who is speaking from replying.. Th~t 
menns that the time of the Committee IS 
wasted. I hope. therefore, that hon. mem
b,'rs will cease from interjecting. , 

HoN. J. TOLMIE noticed that there was. 
a gratuity of £60 to the widow of Mr. P-
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G01·man. He asked whttt the practice was 
with regard to giYing gratuities to the 
widows of public servants. 

The PRE:\>1IER pointed out that a gratuity 
was giYen to the wi·dow of the lodgekeoper 
at Gm-ernmont House, where he had been 
for about thirtv vears. Some leave was duo 
to the late ]odiel~eeper, and it was in accord
ance- vvith the regulations and practice that 
thP gratuity \Vas n1ade. 

Mr. BOOKER (ll'irle Bay) drew the atten
tion of the Premier to the question raised 
by the le tder of thP Opposition in reference 
to the Gm-ernor. It w-as a well-known fact 
that certain political unions had referred to 
what was known as the Governor's episode 
and passed resolutions condemnatory of th~ 
action taken up bv His ExcellencY. It was 
a graye rnattcr a1:1d a serious m~ttcr when 
subtle imults were allowed to be pa"ed 
ag.1.inst a gf'ntlerrwn occupyjng a delicate 
and responsible position_ The Governor 
should not be subjected to votes of censure 
from anyone, no matter what their political 
views might be. To sa v the least of it the 
position was an obnoxiOus one \vhen a bodv 
of public sPnants like the Railwav 'Cnion 
could paos such a vote. Ho knew one other 
meeting which -was called for the same pur
pose .. but larsed for want of a quorum, and 
a t.lnrd mcctmg c~llcd for a similar purpose 
defeated the proposal, ~ming to the loyalty of 
the nwmbc;rs of the umon_ The Premier and 
the :;l1:inist.er for Railwavs should sec that re
flections of that kind sh.ould not be made on 
the Governor. He hoped the head of the 
Government would see the importance of it. 

::Yir. COLLINS (Bowcn): He had listened 
to tlw hon. member for Wide Bav. and was 
sorry to have to listen to him. "Thev were 
Britishers, and they had the right from time 
imn1c~orial to criticise governors and criti
cise kini!'s. too. if they wished to.' 

Mr_ BooKER : The Governor has no right 
of reply. 

Mr. COLLINS: Great Britain was just 
as 1mportant as Queensland, and there they 
found that even the King was criticised. 
".Reyn~lds'~ Newspaper/' _which had a large 
mrculatton m Great Bl'ltam. never hesitated 
to criticise the monarch who sat upon the 
throne, and sur0lv in Australia thev 
were not going to get down that low as no't 
to have tlw right to criticise the Governor. 
Who was the Governor that he should not 
be criticised" . As Britishers, they should not 
forego that l'lght. He was a member of a 
party who believed in the abolition of 
govcmoes altogether. He looked forward to 
the time when thev would be able to save 
that expens<'. The' hon. member for :Mur
rumba sa4d that the Governor was not OYer
paid at £3.000. and vet he referred to the 
gratuity d £60 given to the ''-'idow of the 
gat0kceper, and said that this was the time 
to study economy: 

Mr. FORSYTH rose to a point of order. 
The hon. gentleman said that he referred to 
the g-ratuitv of £60 to the widow of the gate
keeper_ He absolutely ·denied having made 
any reference to that at all, and hoped that 
the hon_ gentleman would withdraw that 
statement. 

Mr. COLL1NS accepted the hon. member's 
·denial. Members opposite were continually 
talking about loyalty_ Members on the Go
Y0rnment side were just as loyal as anyone 
else. All the "ame, he was not o-oing to sur
render his right to criticise the "'covernor or 

the monarch in the interests of the people, be
cause the people should be supreme. Queens
land was a self-governing State, and they 
must prove that they were fit to be governed, 
and then no governor would override their 
self-governing powers. 

:\>1r. H. L. HARTLEY (Fitzroy): Oppor
tunity had beeri taken on the Yote to ·raise 
the troubk of a few months ago, and also 
t0 drng in a condcrnnation of one of the 
truest cmions in Qt!l'ensland, the Queensland 
Railway Union. He contended that the 
mernbcl·s of that union had the rights of free 
Australians, as had the members of every 
other union, just the same as His Excellency 
the Governor might have had the right to 
find fault or make complaint of a certain 
statcnJCnt that had been made. If they were 
going to cease to speak their minds as free 
Australians, as men born to a right of free
dom that others never had, then they were 
again going to sacrifice themselves to the 
idols of slaverv and forsake the idc-:tls which 
they came to" Australia to gain under her 
ample skies--the right to a better and a 
freer and a trner life. He strongly objected 
to the insinuations that had been made 
agaimt hon_ members on that side of the 
House because they took the same right as 
His Excellency of disagreeing with him and 
stepping into a semi-public matter. He 
thought that the whole business was simply 
pandering to the old time ideals of another 
country that many of their grandfathers and 
groat-grandfathers left to get away from that 
environment and that condition and to build 
up in Australia a free, true, den1ocratic 
Commonwealth that would yet take its place 
in the forefront of the nations of the world. 
As Kipling said-

'' They pass with their old world legen,Js, 
'rheir tales of their song and dearth; 

They hdd by the right of- purchase, 
But we by the right of birth." 

And he thought they should live in the spirit 
of the lirws ~iven to them by one of our 
own Australian poets-

" The world should yet be a wider world, 
For the tokens are manifest ; 

J'\ orth and East should the wrongs be 
hurled, 

That followed us South, and West-'' 

" The march of freedom is North by the 
dawn, 

Follow. what ere betide, 
Sons of the Exiles, march, march on.! 

M:arch till the world grows wide." 

It was time they passed out all the little 
mean things that were underlying the attacks 
on the Assistant Minister for Justice, and 
lived in a truer spirit of Australian free
dom-that everv man should have the right 
to give free expression to his opinion, within 
the Constitution, on any public matter. 

Mr. GUNN (Carnar·von): He noticed when 
the rcfNences to the Cabinet trouble 
appeared in the papers, th<tt several meetings 
were held and reported in the " Daily 
Standard," at which motions were carried 
condemning the Governor. The Governor 
had no chance to reply; he could not go to 
the pap·_·rs and vindicate himself. The only 
person that eould vindicate the position he 
had taken up was the Pn~mier, and he held 
that the Premier, although he had not told 
the Hou e so, had taken steps to protect the 

Mr. Gunn.J 
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Governor, because those resolutions were 
passed anticipating an event that never took 
place. If the event had taken place there 
might have been some excuse for those unions 
b condemn the Governor. So far as they 
knew, the Governor never did anything, and 
why should those slurs be cast on him, and 
no one get up to say a word in his defence, 
in the defence of him who was appointed 
by the Executive of Britain? He thought 
that nobody was in a position -to protect the 
Governor, cxcPpt the Premier, and he hoped 
he would do so. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC lN
STRUCTIO="i rose to a point of order. It 
seemed ro him they should just ascertain 
where they were, and for that purpose he 
asked the Chairman whether the Committee 
or anv member of the Committoc was in 
order , in diseussing the Governor or the 
relations of the Governor with the Cabinet, 
or any member of it in Committee of Suppl:.· 
Ol' Ways and Means, rather than in the 
House. 

Hon. J. ToL:IIIE: What is the point~ 

'fho SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC I"'
STRUCTION: H" would like to point out 
that the salary or amount of His Excellency 
was provided in a special schedule, and not 
in that vote at all. 

Hon. J. TOLMIE : Wtat is the vote then? 

The SECRETARY FOR FGBLIC I}';. 
STRUCTIO='J: The vote had nothing to do 
with anvthing expended or proposed to be 
expended on His Excellency's establishment 
or himself. -

.Hon. J. TOLMIE: His travelling expenses, 
his staff? 

'l'he SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN
STRUCTION: Ono might discuss his travel
ling expenses, but that was not a matter of 
the relationship of the Governor with the 
Chief Scerd.ary. He had always understood 
that a motion or discussion concerning His 
Excellency or his relations with the Cabinet 
could only be taken in the Honse on a 
specific motion. He wished to ask the Chair
man's rulin'l", because otherwise they might 
have a discussion that would be verv 
acrimonious as well as out of order. ' 

The CHAIRMAN: At the present moment 
I cannot see th.1.t the debate has got out of 
order. It may happen that remarks may be 
made which will be out of order, bnt we 
have not heard any such yet, and I cannot 
say that the debate is yet out of order 
(Hear, hear !) 

Mr. KfRWAN (JJrzMane): His Excellency 
might well say, in all sincerity "Save me 
from my friends." Did hon. m~mbers oppo
site know anything about constitutional his
tory? Had they read that in the time of 
King Edwarcl a certain diplomatic appoint
ment was made and the King got a rough 
passage from a certain )JO\Yerful org·anisation 
in the United Kingdom? He did not recol
lect that at that time the leader of the 
Opposition denounced it, either in his paper 
or elsewhere. Did the hon. member for Wide 
Bay remember the recent crisis in Tasmania 
where Sir Ellison Macartney took certain 
action fo1· which a section of the Press, in
cluding the Melbourne "Age," and one of 
the leading dailies in Sydney, gave him a 
good dressing clown? 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: And so did the Home 
Government. 

[Mr. Gunn. 

Mr. KIRWAN: As the Assistant Minister 
for Justice reminded him, so did the Home 
Government. He was not aware that the 
hon. member for ·wide Bay took up the 
cudgels on behalf of the Governor of Tas
mania. He thought that the Governor knew 
his duties and would be able to look after 
himself without anv assistance from the 
leader of the Opposition or any of his party. 

Mr. POLLOCK (G1·egory): At the risk of 
being considered a member of the Industrial 
Workers of the World, he was going to state 
that he did not think there was one item 
in the vote which was necessary. The time 
had arrived when they should state their 
opinions on the matter pretty definitely, and 
he was one of those who believed that six 
Governors were too many in Australia, !'ne! 
that Australian taxpayers had qmte sufficwnt 
to bear without bearing the cost of those 
six gentlemen. 

Mr. FORSYTH: The same might be said 
about Parliaments. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: Wipe out the Legis
lative Councils. 

Mr. POLLOCK: He had no objection to 
wiping out the Legislative Council and the 
Opposition, but he had an obJection to hav
ing himself wiped out. He contended th.at a 
State Governor in Queensland was entirely 
unnecessary. 

Mr. Gm;:-;: What would you do-have the 
Australian Workers' Union run it? 

Mr. POLLOCK: He did not know that 
they required anybody other than a Cabinet 
to run a country. (Hear, hear !) If there 
was anv necessitv for a Governor, the Go
venor·G'eneral coi:tlcl look after all the func
tions, and the money could be put to much 
better use than that of paymg a man who 
was doing practically nothing but opening 
shows and attending to social functions. 

Mr. BARNES: Move for a reduction. 

Mr. POLLOCK : He was not prepared to 
move for a reduction. He would like to see 
the total abolition of the vote. 

Mr. GCNN: Then move that. 

Mr. POLLOCK: He was not prepared at 
the present time to move that, but he hoped 
that before another couple of years were 
over the House would not be called upon to 
sav "A:ve" or ··Nay" on a vote of th-J.t lnnd. 
The hon. member for Wide Bay had stated 
that he believed that the Governor had no 
right of reply. He only wanted to say that 
if the Governor had followed the scurnlous 
political career of the hon. member, then 
he must have been very sorry that he was 
one who had elected to reply for him. 

Mr. l'ETRII~ (Toombul): The hon. men:
ber for Gregory had all the strength on his 
side including the Government of the day, 
and' he should move for the omission of the 
vote and then he would see what support 
he >~ould get from his own Government and 
those sitting behind them. ~f, as he said, 
it was necessary to do WIthout SIX Go
vernors, they might just as well_ have only 
one national Parliament and wipe out all 
the State Parliaments. 

Mr. POLLOCK : \Vhy do you not move in 
that direction? 

Mr. PETRIE : If he were in the Com
momvealth Parliament, or some higher 
authority, he might do so, because he be
lieved that in the interests of the country 
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'Queensland would have been in a far better 
position if Parliament were shut up alto
gether, so long as they got good seasons, 
no matter what legislation they might have 
-and they had had a good deal of bad legis
lation during the last eighteen months or two 
years. 

Mr. BARNES (lVarwick): It seemed to 
him that was the only place where one mat
ter that had taken place could and should 
be discussed, however regrettable those epi
sodes might be. One hon. member con
demned the slightest reference to the matter, 
but at once jumped to another land and 
introduced troubles that occurred there. 
Another hon. member opposite was disposed 
to wipe out the vote altogether. He should 
test his comra-des on the point. It would 
be interesting to know whether he was speak
ing with any degree of authority when he 
hoped that in a few years certain things 
would take place. It might merely have 
been discussed at the Trades Hall, but if it 
was a matter that was being discussed within 
the ranks of the party it would be more 
interesting still if the House and His Excel
lency were a-dvised of it. With regar-d to 
His Excellency, it was a matter of very 
great encouragement and satisfaction to the 
people when the statement appeared in some 
newspaper that His Excellency had come to 
a certain -decision, largely out of his respect 
for the Premier of the day, and it was evi
dence. to his mind, that the Cabinet gener
ally were in sympathy with His Excellency 
.and worked together. The statement was 

satisfactory, but what authoritv 
[4.30 p.rn.] there was for it he did not know. 

One could readily believe that 
that explanation was the true explanation of 
the general fixing up of a business that 
was entirely regrettable. 

Question put and passed. 

EXECUTivE CO"CNCIL. 
The PREMIER mov0d-That £100 .be 

:granted for ·"Executive Council." There was 
a decrease of £240 in the vote, which arose 
from the fact that Mr. Saunders, the late 
messenger, had resigned, and no provision 
was made for a messenger this year. 

Question put and passed. 

LEGISLATivE COUNCIL. 
The PRE::M:IER moved-That £1,165 be 

:granted for "Legislative Council." There 
was a decrease of £155 in the vote, which 
arose from a rcadjustrrlent of the staff 
ihrcugh the death of the late Clerk, Mr. 
Costin. The salary of Mr. Gregory was 
£100 !c.'s than was received by the late Mr. 
Costin. The Clerk Assistant and Usher of 
the Black Rod received £45 less than Mr. 
Gregory did, and there had been a transfer 
of a me':,senger. There was no decrease in 
salaries. As a matter of fact, those gentle
Inen had rC'ceiyed increases on their previous 
salaries. 

Mr. BARNES (War1rick) thought it was 
to be regretted that the successor to Mr. 
Costin did not recoi ye the same salary as 
his predect·ssor. It 'vas quite evident that 
Mr. Grcgo!'y \vas doing the work in a satis
factory manner, and he was an old servant 
of the House. 

The PREMIER : He obtained an increase of 
£110 in his salary when he was appointed 
Clerk of the Council. 

Mr. BAR~ES: Having been appointed 
to a position which had a certain salary, he 
thought Mr. Gregory should receive the 
salary. 

The PREiiiiER: There is a mmrmum and 
maximum for that position. 

Mr. H. L. HARTLEY expressed regret 
that the vote appeared on the Estimates at 
all, as the Legislative Council did not fulfil 
one useful purpose to the State. No reduc
tion could be moved in the vote·, becaus-e an 
amendment of the Constitution was neces
sary to wipo the Council out. He was 
pleased to say that there was a majority of 
members on that side of the House who were 
firmly convinced that before very long the 
item would not appear on the Estimates. 
There was not the slightest doubt that the 
Council was a Chamber simplv for the 
obstruction of all matters that ";ould make 
for the progress of the community in general. 
It was composed of "' lot of political dere
licts gathered into the harbour of that Cham
ber from the sea of political opportunity. 

Hon. J. Tor.MIE: Ycu will be there shortly. 

:.VIr. H. L. HARTLEY: There was not 
the slightest chance of him ever being in 
that Chamber. There was a greater chance 
of him belonging to the Industrial Workers 
of the \Vorld, because it was institutions such 
as that in the old land and in the United 
States that had made the Industrial \Vorkers 
of the ·world possible. It W'IS only because 
of strong and strenuous discontent, and in 
absolute desperation of ever getting any 
decent measm·c of progress for the benefit 
of humanity passed, that had brought the 
Industrial \Vorkers of the \Vorld into ex
istence. \Vithout discontent and without 
privation and suffering it was impossible to 
organise the people into bodies such as the 
Industrial Workers of the World. The Coun
cil practically represented vested interests 
only. Only the other night, when the Gas 
Bill was going through the Chamber, two 
parties were represented outside the bar, the 
North Brisbane Gas Company and the South 
Brisbane Gas Company, with their secretaries 
and their solicitors, just the same as t~ere 
was a solicitor in the ~\ssembly the prevwus 
night framing amendments or giving advice 
upon amendments in connection with the 
Insurance Bill. 

Hon. J. TOLMIE: .Just the same as the 
Governrnent had a man assisting them. 

Mr. H. L. HARTLEY said the gentleman 
who was assisting the Government was the 
head of the department, a servant of the 
State, and not a legal advisor subsidised by 
the companies who wished legislation put 
through for their own betterment and ad
vanceinent and not for the advancement of 
the ·State in general. It \Vas time the Council 
was wiped into oblivion, and into the sea of 
political 0bscurity. He was sure from the 
obstructive tactics adopted by that Chamber 
in regard to many measures for the advance
ment of the workers of the State that the 
people of Queensland would repose confidence 
in the Gm-ernment and accede to therr re
quest to wipe that Chamber out of existence. 

HoN. ,J. TOLMIE: He did not understand 
whether the hon. member said he was associ
ated with the Industrial \Vorkers of the 
World, or whether he was graduating. in that 
direction. He was pleased to see that 1dolatry 
had had no effect on the Premier in relation 
to that vote, and that notwithstanding he had 

Hon. J. Tolmie.] 
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behind him strong opponents of the Legisla
tive Council, he would not accept their advice 
but would allow the vote to go through. 

1Ir. H. L. HARTLEY: He was not going 
to allow the loader of the Opposition to cast 
a stigma. upon him, as no doubt the hon. 
gentleman and many of his supporters would 
like to do, of being a. mcn1ber of the In
dustrial Workers of the World. What he had 
said was that there was a greater chance of 
him going to the Industria.! \Vorkcrs of the 
World than of going to the other Chamber, 
because it was chambers like the Legislative 
Council that had ma.de the Industrial ·workers 
of the \Vor!d possible. He was not as well 
acquainted with the doctrines of the Indus
trial \Vorkers of the· \Vorld as he would like 
to be. because he thought every public man 
should make himself acquainted with those 
doctrines. hut he \vished to say emphatically 
that he had no association with that body 
at all. 

Mr. PETRIE (Toombul) was surprised 
at the hon. member making the remarks he 
did with regard to the other Chamber having 
two representatives of the two gas companies 
with solicitor•· advoca.ting their claim. One 
might just as well state what they saw in 
regard to the Assembly. Ho had observed, 
sinec th~ present party had been in power, 
that the Minister's room and the lobbies were 
packed with organisers and secretaries of 
uniom. It was only a few nights ago a man 
was se<en leaving the Chamber with the latest 
up-to-dat0 State clcctora.! rolls in his hand. 
He would like to know for what purpose they 
were gathered there. Those men came down 
to Parliament to see that the amendments 
they wanted, and nothing else, were put into 
Bilh That was the House that wanted 
wiping out, and the Go_vernment ought to be 
thankful that they had another House, be
cause thev knew that some of the legislation 
passed by' the Assembly was impossible. They 
had to pass that legislation, and they were 
only too glad, if they would admit the trut~, 
that there was an Upper House to Wipe It 
out. 

Question put and passed. 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

The PREMIER moved that £3,727 be 
o-ranted for " Legislative Assembly." There 
;:;,as a decrease of £20 in the salary of the 
clerk assistant, a new clerk assista.nt having 
been appointed in place of Mr. Dickson, 
who had been transferred to the CounciL 
The an1ount for sessional cleaners \vas jn
creased by £9. 

!\1r. PETRlE said that very often through 
]ate sittings the me~o;;eng·ers and other officers 
vvf're kent very long hours-for instance, from 
9 o'clock yesterday morning till half-past 2 
this morning---and son1c consideration ought 
to be given to every officer in the Assembly 
\Yhen thev had h work these long hours. 
Of course: vvlwn Parliarnent was in recess, 
the work was not so strenuous, but they had 
to put in the ordinoary hou,.s just the same. 

The PRE!.VIIER: I do not. think thcv are 
treated any \\'ocse than they were by th'c• late 
Government. 

Mr. PETRIE: If some Governments had 
done wrong they should not carry on that 
wrong. It was not the first time this matter 
ha·d been brought up by nwmh'ers on this 
side. Would the Chief Secretary consider 

[Hon . .1. Tolmie. 

whether something could be done in thiS· 
respect? He did not ask for any increases, 
but some additional amount might be given 
to the officers. from even t!Jo CJ.,rk of the 
Assembly right down to the messenger. 

Question put and passed. 

LEGISLATIVE OOU!\CIL AND LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

The PRE:\1IER moyed that £12.474 be 
grante·d for "Legislative Council and Legis-
1-ati\~c A~c:emblY." This 'vas an incrcasP on 
last v•·ar of £7~u. dtte rnamly to tbc Fact that 
the CoHtingencics had be.en increased by £750, 
anrl that tlJPre had !Je0n (tll iJ1Crea.se for 
printing. Certain alterations had been made 
in tlw staff. \vhich meant a decro<tse of £70, 
and <> c>•.·itchho.aod attendant aud the lift 
a,ttcnJ,ant were now provided under " Build
ings" at £135, leaving a total increase of 
£700. 

H 'lX .• J. TOLMIE asked the Chief Secre
t an· if he \\·ould follow the usual practice 
in ue01111edion \\~itlt tbP ,~e;.;sion{tl tneSSf'Dger 
for " I-Iansar•d." and see that he was pro
Yid('d for during· the tinw that Parliament 
'Hlo 111 recess. It had been the pradice to' 
find work for him during that period. 

The PRE}I!ER: Have I not done so·: 

HoK .. J. TOLMIE: He was unly provided 
for for a period of six months on the Esti
rnatcs. 

The PRE:\!IER: That is alwaJ. s the practice 
on the Estirnates. 

Hox. J. TOLMIE: But at one time he was 
only kept on for six months. 

The PREMIER: J'\ot in my tune; I think he 
has been kept on. 

Ho:s. J. TOLMIE: The lift and switch
board attcnrlant formerlv accounted for £125 
per annum, but the Chi~f Secretary said that 
that item had now been transferred from 
·' {;0nting"encies'' tu "Buil.dings," and that a 
J:.ft attendant had been •appointed for six 
months at £35. He understood that the man 
wl10 was adir1g as lift attendant \Vas a re
turned soldier, and he would like to know 
·what rcgul«r wage he was being paid, and 
whether he came under the Wages Boards 
Act and was being fairly dealt with. A full
grown man .and one who had served his 
countrv should be worth more than £35, and 
he ho1;e,j the Goverument would be able to. 
'ee thei~ way to deal with him differently. 
They had heard a good deal about the· 
libcralitv of the Government. 

The PnniiER: There is re:tllv an increase· 
on th<e total expenditure on that' account from 
£125 to £135 

Hon. \V. McCOR)IACK: You will notice on 
last ye:1r's Estimates the lift and switchhoud' 
attendant was £125. 

Ho~. J. TOLMIE: He noticed that the 
switchboard atten·dant, Miss Byrne, was put 
{lawn at £125, and a lift attendant for six 
months at £35. Possibly there might bn an 
error in printing, but for a full-grown man 
to get less than £6 a month, under present 
conditiom, was not in .accordance with t.he 
provisions of the \Vages Boards Act. He· 
wanted to refer to "Hansard," which was 
costing over £6.000 a. year. He di·d not 
know whether the State got sufficient value 
for the monev. 

The SEC'RE;ARY FOR Pc:BLIC LANDS : You are, 
doing a lot oJ talking. (Laughter.) 
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HoN. J. 'l'OL;VIIE: Ha noticed that ln.st 
year the Assernbly sat on ,an average 7 hours 
46 minutes per sitting. 

l\lr. McRPHY: Eight hours a d·av 
The PREMIER: That works o~t at eight 

hours !corn bank to bank. 

Ho,;. J. TOLMIE : If they allowed twenty 
mmutes for smoke-ha, It would be eight 
hours. a day. He thought the gentleman who 
compiled the report was a bit of a humorist 
for after saying that the Assembly sat s~ 
many hours, he said : Result. 3237 pages of 
"Hansard." (Laughter.) If "Hansard" 
was to be maintained, he thought it would 
probabb· be a wise thing to revert to the 
practice which prevailed a number of years 
ago when "Hansard" was distributed as a 
broadsheet to the electors of the State, which 
gave them an opportunity of seeing how 
business was conducted in this Chamber bv 
those who were attending to the business O'f 
the country. They were spending nearly 
£7,000, and the revenue from subscribers 
amounted to £67 9s. 6d., which was about 
1 per cent. of the money invested in " Han
sard." 

Mr. McRPHY: That shows the public are 
not caring about reading "Hansard." 

HoN. J. TOLMIE It did not show that, 
but it showed that they had not the 
opportunity of getting it. If it was distri
buted in a broad sheet. he belim·ed the people 
would take a more intelligent interest in their 
politics when the time came for them to 
select their Parliament. 

The PREMIER: \Vould not that be a very 
bad thing for the Opposition. (Laughter.) 

HON. J. TOLMIE: He was speaking for 
what he believed to be the good of the 
country and the e1evation of the standard of 
the_ House, and if in doing that he, or the 
Chief Secretary, had to pass out, they would 
cheerfully leave their position, inasmuch 
as they knew that some good was being done 
for the State. (Laughter.) He would also 
like to direct attention to the condition of 
the library, of which they were very proud. 
He believed that a large number of members 
made use of the library, and if they did not 
do so they were inflicting an injury upon 
themselves. It was one of the best libraries 
in Australia, and certainly one of the best 
libraries in anv Parliament of the Common
wealth. He thought it would be much better 
if they could keep all the books in a uniform 
binding, as the motley colours of the bindings 
detracted somewhat from the appearance of 
the books. Of course, he quite agreed with 
the hon. member for Bowen that they should 
not judge a book by its cover, but they ought 
to take pride in seeing that the library was 
improved from time to time, and kept up to 
date. and that new books after thev had been 
in the library for a certain time" should be 
re-bound. He noticed that the space was 
very limited, and he hoped that the Library 
Committee would take into consideration the 
question of g-etting additional space for the 
increase of the library. 

Ho,;. W. McCORMACK (Cairns): In re
gard to the lift attendant, he might state 
that the man was in receipt of a pension from 
the Commonwealth Government. He was 
really not capable of performing any other 

work than attending to the lift, 
[5 p.m.] and he was only engaged during 

the day when the other Chamber 
was sitting. The payment of £35 was in 
addition to his pension. The switchboard 

attendant, Miss Byrnc, was getting only £60 
per annum previously. They had increased 
that amount to £100, because they thought 
that £2 a week was little enough for any 
adult engaged on work for the State. 

Hon. J. ToLMIE: I quite agree with you. 

Hm;. W. McCORMACK: With regard to· 
the night watchman, he received an increase 
of £10. Ho had been in receipt of less 
salary than the night watchmen on the other 
Government buildings, but had actually had 
to do more work, because he was engaged 
every night of the week, including Sunday 
night, and they thought it was only fair that 
he should be put on the same footing as the
other watchmen. With regard to the print
ing, the loader of the Opposition, since he 
had a paper of his own, must know that the· 
increase in the cost of paper accounted for 
the increase in the printing vote. 

Hon. .T. ToL~liE : I do not take exception 
to it. .. 

HoN. \V. McCORMACK: However, he 
thought that some better system co~ld be 
adopted by the Government Printer m con
nection with costing. He had ma·de some 
inve,tigatiun, and he had found that the 
Governrneut Printiug Office system was a 
little bit loose. For instance, some work 
which thev were gf'tting to-day was costing 
actuallv less than it did two years ago, when 
paper ~vas at a_ much lower rate. The leader 
of the OpposJtwn mentwned the library. 
The selection of books for the library was 
in the hands of a firm in London, and the 
Librarv Committee had little discretion in 
sclectir'tg books. They were really at the 
mercv of that firm, which evidently exer
cised' a censorship. At least, they had to 
accept what books they sent along, and his. 
own opinion was that the books were not 
the best selection. 

Hon. J. 'foL~!lE: I thought that the hon. 
member for Bowen selects them all. 

HoN. W. McCORMACK: The hon. mem
ber for Bowen, if he were in London, could 
do nry good ·work f?r the library, be~ause· 
the firm in London cndently held the opimDll 
that works by authors frequently quotBd by 
the hon. member should not be read by 
members of Parliament in Australia. There 
were numbers of works bv well-known 
authors. some of the most prorninent writer& 
of the dav, which could not be found in the 
library. 'l'hey even found on the. committee 
some attempt to censor the readmg matter 
th2t went into the library. It was a remark
able thing, but that was the truth. Some 
members of the committee said, " Do you 
thiuk such-and-such a book would be a 
good thing in a parliamentary library? " 
(Laughter.) He was sure that they all wo~ld 
agree that men who were elected to Parlia
ment should have access to all classes of 
literature. whether they agreed with it or· 
not, whether it was the literature of ene:ny· 
countries or otherwise. It was a good thmg· 
for them to know exactlv how other nations 
of the world conducted "affairs. They must 
learn from each other, and he himself could· 
only wish that they had somebody in Lon
don who would make a more careful selectwn 
than they got at present. If hon. members
would look through the list of books that 
came to the library, thev must admit that not 
much care was tairen in the selection, and it. 
was unfortunate that no other method could 
to adopted. They were ":t the mercy of . a: 
firm in London, and whilst that firm didi 

Hon. W. McCormack.] 
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very good work and sent a lot of very good 
books, hon. members must a-dmit that they 
.sent along a lot of rubbish. So long as they 
could "not get over that difficulty, they must 
put up with those consequences. They had 
a book in the library for suggestions, but 
very, very few suggestions were made to the 

.committee as to books that members desired. 

Hon. J. ToL:uiE: I thought, generally 
:speaking, there was a fair selection. 

HoN. \V. McCORMACK: 'l'hero was a 
good selection, but a nunrber of the books 
that came along-of course, they might suit 
-certain members of Parliament-in his 
opinion, would . be very good books for a 
young ladies' library. For a Parliament 
House libran thev want books on social and 
economie questions, and it was apparent that 
the people who had control of the selection 
of books in London did not attach sufficient 
importance to that class of literaturo. 

Hon. ,J. 'I'OL}fiE : You got every issue of 
the intcrrultional science series. 

Hox. W. McCORMACK: They got anum
ber of good books. He might just mention 
that thL·~· got a good number of books on 
travel. All those selections were all right. 
But they also got a good many books deal
ing "ith the love affairs of different promi
nent individuals-lords and earls and kings. 

Hon. J. TOL1IIE: Neither you nor I read 
those. 

HoN. W. ::\1cCORMACK: The Government 
of. Queensland had to pay for them, and 
whilst they might be interesting reading, he 
did not think they were necessary in a par
liamentary library. 

:\lr. {'OLLINS (Bou·en): Ho was very 
pleased to hear the remarks of the leader of 
the Opposition; it was not very often he 
<tgr<'ed wit.h him. (Laughter.) He had been 
an advocate of the distribution of "' Hansard" 
for llHtny :fC'ars, long befor.e he beca1.ne a 
member of the House. One of his reasons 
·was that the Press did not seem inclined to 
report the speeches of hon. me m hers, 
.especially N o~thern memhers. They got Yery 
little report of spee·ches in the K orthc•rn 
pa11ers, many of which were owned by nwn 
who wero not able to pay for a long tele· 
graphic report. He rememberf'd asking tho 
·Chief Secretary last session whether he would 
.consider the circulation of " Hansard" to all 
persons hee on application. He hoped it 
would be done. He also wished to point 
-out that he wished to get a special circuia 
tion for one of hls speeches, a reprint of 
10.000 copies. But it w<>s held up. In other 
words, he was clopped by the censor, and he 
was not allowed even to increase the revenue 
of the Printing Office. It was held UD fo1· 
.about three weeks, and ·a similar thing 
happened to the speeches of the hon. memh•r 
for Fitzroy and the hon. memher for Mtmat 
Morg-an 

He \Y<Ls also very pleased to hear the re
marks madt> lJy tlw i:lpeak<'l" relative to the 
selection of hooks for the librarv. Last night 
·they had a very imporhnt disc;;,ssion, and-he 
went into tho library to get some authorities 
dealing with trusts, but he found that they 
had about the poorest seledion of authorities 
on that subject of any Par;ianwnt in Aus
tralia. In fact, he had bettm· authorities in 
his own library at home, but unfortunately 
he did not have them with him. He hop<>d 
ihat the Chin£ Secretary would teko into cnn
'sickr·:ltion th<e advice tendered by the leader 
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of the Opposition with regard to the free 
circulatiml of " H<tnsard." Personally. } e 
favoured his O\Yn proposal to g1ve copw~ to 
all who applied [or them. 

::\IIr. McRPHY: lt would cost a tremendnus 
amount of n1one.v. 

.:Y1r. COLLlKS: It cost £6,000 at the 
present tirne, an-d it 'vould not cost a great 
deal mom 

Mr. JVluRPllY: You would have to pnt a 
stamp on each copy. 

:2\1r. COLLINS : They might be able to make 
sorne .arra,nO"elnent vvith the Federal Goven1· 
ment -.;o fm';'. as postage went. They did .not 
know what could be done untll they tr1ed. 
At any rate, considering the poor reports the 
newspapers o·avc members of the House, they 
should ha~~ <t b<ettcr circulation of 
" Hansard" in justice to the people they 
rcprewnted. 

~fr. GllAYSON (C'nnninglznm.): He was 
pknsed to see that the telephone attcndc\llt, 
Miss Ryrne, was put down for £100. He 
looked upon her as one of the most capable 
at her work. He was also glad to see an 
increase for the nicrht watchman. The groom 
and labourer, to ~Yhom £140 was providPd, 
was a most capable man. He had 'been in 
the position for a number of years and he 
bad never heard any <Oomplaint. Any 
labourer could demand 9s. or 10s. a day at 
almost any class of work nowadays, and he 
thought the salary of £140 was much too low. 

Mr. KrRWAX: Add his house on to that. 

~VIr. GRA YSON: He thought he should 
recein.' at least £20 a. year more. Relative 
to the supply of "Hansard," he believed 
that in the countrv districts not 1 per cent. 
of the residents ever saw it. 

.Ylr. KIRW m : That accounts for the repre
sentatives they send here. (Laughter.) 

Mr. GRA YSON: He post<>d th<> tweniy
fou- c·opiCs to which he was entitled to some 
of his constituents, but he did not think half 
a dozen of his electors ever bought 
"I-Ian:-urdn on their -own account. Thei·e 
was something in the contention of the hon. 
member for Bowen. Probablv the cost 
would be justifie-d, because it would enlighten 
the electors as to the doings of their repJ·e
sentatives in the House. He trusted the 
Chief Secretary, in the next Estimates, would 
not overlook the groom who attended to the 
gardens and lawns at Parliament House. 

Mr. FORSYTH: In connection with the 
proposal to distribute free copies of " Han
sard," he was dead against it. He did not 
think 1 per cent. of the people read " Han· 
sard," nor that, if they had an opportunity, 
they would read it then. Quite a large 
amount of money would be spent, and he 
thought it would be a great mistake, and a 
waste of money. There might be a few 
people who read "Hansard" regularly, but. 
taking it all round, "Hansard" was one of 
the papers tha.t people would not be bothered 
to read, especially the speeches of hon. mem
bers opposite. 

A GovERNliiEKT MEMBER: It wonltl make 
you consider what you were going to say. 

Mr. FORSYTH: When he did make a 
meech, the hon. gentleman had not the 
brains to understand it. In his rGport, the 
chief of the " Hansard' staff pointed out that 
if the Public Works Commission was going to 
continue its investigations during the session, 
we would require at least ono or two more 
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permanent reporters. They had had no 
advice as to whether th" Government would 
provide those extra men, or whether the 
Public Works Commission W!ts going to be 
dispensed with. He thought it was only 
right that they should have some statement 
that if the extra men were necessary they 
would get them. He hoped the Minister 
would b~ able to give the Committee some 
information in regard to those matters. He 
noticed that the number of publications issued 
free of charge was 1,398. He did not know 
who those persons were, or whether each 
person mentioned got a number of copies. 

'With regard to the Joint Parliamentary 
Committee and the Parliamentary Library, 
he thought every member would agree that 
tho librarian \vas a first class man, a n1an 
who was always willing to help hon. members 
in regard to books, and he hoped he would 
g-et a highe1· sala.ry than at the present time. 
There was a large nurnlJer of volumes in 
ihe library, and they ha•l not the room to 
keep those books in. They would like to 
know what the Government, or the Com
mittee, would do. Did they intend to 
arrange for mm·e accommodation. because if 
that was not done, the books would be wasted. 
With regard to books in the library that 
were not required, he was glad that 'the 
hon. member for Cairns had mentioned the 
matter and explained the position. He would 
suggest that the Parliamentary Committee 
should wri re home and tell the firms who 
were buying thP books that that was a class 
of book they did not want, and state speci
fically the class of hook they did want. 

At 5.20 p.m., 
Mr. FoLEY relieved the Chairman in the 

chair. ,. 

Mr. FORSYTH : At the same time there 
were a very fine lot of books on different 
~ubjects in the library, books of very great 
mterest to public men, but there were also 
a lot of books that were of no use at all. 

\Vith regard to 'the refreshment-rooms, he 
nw the Government had put down £1 000. 
He did not think that would cover the' ex
pense of ru!'ning that department this year. 
Last year lt cost £1,175. Everything had 
gone up in price, and, therefore, the vote 
would probably be exceeded. It was a 
matter of wonder how the caterer could 
afford to give members such a splendid lunch 
or dinner for h. 

Mr. H. L. HARTLEY: Why not charge 2s.? 
Mr. MAY: Members would object. 

Mr .. FORSYTH: He did not see how the 
caterer could make money out of it. He 
thought hon. gentlemen would be satisfied 
that, taking all things into consideration 
the charge was certainly very cheap. ' 

Mr, MuRPHY: I suppose the Committee 
appomted by the House has gone into all 
these things ? 

Mr. FORSYTH: It was exceeded last 
year, and it was likely to be exceeded this 
y~ar, and he thought the charges should be 
higher. Perhaps he would not make it 2s. 
but he certainly did not think Is. could b~ 
considered a fair price for the meals they 
got. He could quite understand that "Han
sard" was costing a good deal more than last 
year. It had been explained by Mr. Speaker 
that the cost of paper had increased. At 
the same time, while they put down £5,250 
on the Estimates .l:>st yea~, when they all 
·knew paper was nsmg rap1dly, the vote was 

exceeded by about £650. He hoped that the
reason for the vote being so high-namely, 
the war-would come to an end, and that 
with normal conditions the vote for " Han
sard" might be the same as last year. 

Mr. PETRIE was glad the hon. member 
fM Murrumba referred to the librarian. He 
knew that they cg.uld hardly expect the Go
vernment to give increases at this time, 
alt.hough in many case' they had made in
creases to the lower paid servants, which he
was glad to sec. He hoped when the Go
Vf'rnmcnt did consider any increases they 
would give increases to the messenger, the 
gro(\m and labourer, and all the lower paid 
sNva.nts of the House. The groom and 
labourer had a house in addition to his salary, 
but, all the same, he thought he was worth 
an increase, especially as the hon. member· 
for Cunningham had pointed out the cost 
of living had gone up. With regard to the 
librarian, he did not cast any reflection on 
the present Government, because he thought 
his salar,\' should have been raised years 
ago. The. late librarian for many years 
had a salary of £1,000, and, if the late 
librarian was worth that, he thought the 
present librarian was worthy of a great deal 
more consideration. He hoped the Chief 
Secretary would take the suggestions, as they 
were given-in a good spirit. He trusted that. 
when the time arrived, and funds allowed, 
that not only the librarian, but also the· 
lower paid servants in the Legislative Council 
and Assembly, would have their salaries; 
raised. 

I-Ie rose more particularly to refer to the 
lift. They had a lift that was of very little 
use in the building. Although he was a 
member of the Buildings Committee, he was 
not r\'sponsible for that lift being in its. 
present position. For a time he was relieved' 
of his duties on that Buildings Committee. 
He suggested that the lift should be at the 
end of the building where it would be avail
able for all members and other persons using· 
the House. Two estimates were got-one 
for a lift where it was, and the other Jor this 
end of the building, where it ought to be. 
The committee did not take into considera
tion that they would have to close in the 
lower and top balcoriy, and the result was 
that it cost a g1·eat deal more there than if 
it had been at this end. He hoped the Chief 
Secretary would suggc,,t to the Treasurer, 
when he had sufficient monev that the lift 
should be shifted to its prope~ place, where 
it would . be availabl~ for everybody using· 
the bui!dmg. That hft could be shifted at 
no very great cost. He would like to point 
out, with reference to the remarks made 
by the leader of the Opposition with regard 
to the overcrowding of the librarv. that they 
had overcrowding in evcrv part of the build
ing, and he thought the 'Hon. Mr. Speaker 
would back him up in that. They required 
a room in the building for papers, but they 

had no accommodation. The 
[5.30 p.m.] B11ildings Committee was almost 

a farce. because the vote for re
pairs and keeping the grounds in order was 
only £104. That . did not go far, and for· 
anythmg over ordmary repairs they had to 
send along to the \Vorks Department.. A 
letter was written by the Clerk of the House 
and after the lapse of a fortnight or thre~ 
weeks an inspector came along and talked· 
the matter over. Very often the whole thing 
could be done while that waste of time was 
taking place. He suggested the advisability-

Mr. Petrie.] 
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of putting a larger sum on the Estimates so 
that the repairs and other things should be 
.controlled by the Buildings Committee. 

He quite agreed with the suggestion with 
regard to issuing a full daily report of 
"Hansard," and for the sheets to be sent 
out through the Press. If that were done, 
he thought the people of Queensland would 
take the trouble to read t!;tem, but as things 
were the printing of "Hansard " was a 
waste of money. 

Tho hon. member for 11urrumba mentioned 
the price of meals in the refreshment-rooms. 
That was a matter that was controllod by the 
Refreshment-rooms Committee, and they 
could safely leave the matter in their hands. 
The Refreshment-rooms Committee last year 
took into consideration the high cost of food, 
and allowed the caterer another £100 a year, 
which they thought was quite sufficient. 

Hon. \V. McCoRMACK : The caterer has 
been asked to give a definite statement of 
what it costs him; he has not done so yet. 

Mr. PETRIE : The committee could deal 
with all those questions. but at the head 
of the various committees were the Speaker 
and President, and sometimes they had oYer
ridden the other members of the committee. 
He trusted that the matters he had referred 
to would receive favourable consideration. 

Mr. POLLOCK hoped the lift would not 
b<' shifted from the other end of the build
ing· so long as the Upp8r House existed. 
They had wme difficulty in getting a quorum 
in the Fppcr House to pass their legislation, 
and if the lift were shifted to the other end 

c0f the building they would neYer get a 
quorum at all. (Laughter.) 

Mr. CORSER did not support the shifting 
of the lift, but thought they might put it 
to better use. The Ministers and heads of 
various parties in the House had bedrooms, 
Rnd he thought the lift, when not in Llse. 
might be used as a bedroom for the leader 
of the Country part.v. He noticed an item 
of £175 .. "Gas· for Parliamentary Buildings," 
but members of the Opposition never saw any 
of that £175. The Parliamentary Librarian 
was receiving £375 a year when the Liberal 
party left oftice, and he had been. kept theru 
·bv the present Government. W1th the m
.,;pascd nnrn her of cooks nnd the increased 
possibilifies he had of imparting knowledge 
aud the increased necessitv th0re 'vas for 
-irnparting kno\vledgc in corlnection \vith the 
present Government, he thought the salary 
should be increased. 

In the rna tter of printing, he did not know 
that the Government Printer was altog·ether 
to blame for providing certain printed matter 
at a less cost to-day than he did a few years 
ago. Although labour had certainly increased 
in value. still it was to the credit of the 
Government Printer that he was able to do 
work to-day cheaper than he was able to d-:1 
it some years ago. He attributed it to the 
fact that the GoYernrnent Printer had better 
machines and had adopted a better system, 
n,nd thev should commend him for the success 
bo bed brought about. :'-Jo doubt the increase 
in the vote was on account of the increase 
in the co<t of paper, and something should 
b~: done to save the waste of paper that 
Ol:·curred. 

Then the question of parliamentary ex
penses to witnesses wanted some considera
tion. Last year £50 was voted for expenses 

[211r. Petn"e. 

to 'vi tnosses, and yet in one case a profes
sional man who as summoned by order of 
the Legislative Council to giYo evidence was 
only paid £1. His payments to his men for 
the day were £2 and his own expenses £1. 
and he claimed £2. His men wore unable to 
do any \\-ork on account of his ab.:;once, and 
he lost the work he had contracted to do, and 
yet, -,,·ithout any explanRtion at ail, £1 was 
sent to him. Witnesses should be re· 
muneratcd to the full extent of their losses, 
and he sincerely hoped that the man he had 
Jcfenecl to would receive the full amount he 
"·as entitled to. He understood the regula
tions "ere not particularly clear, but he 
tr'lsted in future the members of the com
mittee would decide what should be paid. 

Mr. G"CNN: As far as he could see, the 
principal increase in the vote was in connec 
tion with printing "Hansard," telegrams, 
stationery, etc. Last year that vot,e was 
increased b:.- £250, and this year there was 
a furthN increase of £750, making an in
crease of £1,000 in two years. There was a 
let of printing done in connection with the 
House that could be done without. For in
stance, he received two copies of " Votes and 
Proceedings," when one copy would be quite 
sufficient for each member. Then members 
got a copy of each report, many of wh_ich 
the_v did not read, as they were dealmg 
"·ith subjects in which they were not inter
est'rl. If members ,asked for reports they 
chcu!d get them, but if they did not take 
the trouble to aek for them they were not 
\Yorth haYing. If private persons were run
ning the House there would not have been 
th0 increa~e in printing that was shown. 
Last venr ·members had twelve free copies 
of "fhnsard," while this year they had 
bec'n supplied with twenty-four copies. He 
supposed that was to the advantage of hon. 
mombPn, but t':lev might very well wait till 
the waJ' ''as ever before going in for in
crease-; of that sort. "Hansar-d" would be 
far noro popular if it were printed on tissue 
paper with nice little holes through the 
comor. (Laugbtor.) He was quite sure that 
the hotcl-ker'pers and boarding--house keepers 
wculd roadilv buv them. (Lau!'htcr.) The 
people \nm:,d· read them where they did not 
read thorn nmY. (Reucwed laughkr.) He 
must_ t J h• the opportunity of C<_lmplimenting 
the ·' Hansard" staff. He chd not know 
what some members-and he supposed he 
was one of them-would do if it was not for 
the '' Hansard" staff. Thov put in the 
"h's ., where he left them ou( correcte-d his 
bad grammar, and they wero of untold value 
to hin1. Hn would "sn1oodge" to the •· Han
sarcl ., staff at any time and every time. 
(Laughter.) 

He would like to sav a word with reference 
to the attendants altogether connected with 
the parliamentary buildings. He did not 
\Yant to specify any individual, but he sin
cerelv hoped that the Government would be 
able ·before long to increase the salaries of 
the attendants who ha·d been carrying on 
their duties for the last two years without 
any increase. He thought the cost of living
had gone up, as far as they were concerned, 
jmt as mueh as it had in connection with 
1nn ies and other people working for the 
Government. A good deal had been said 
with reference' to the lift to get up ~o the 
Chamber. He had never had cccaswn to 
use the lift; he was not, perhaps, old enough. 
He was reminded d an old German who he 
had once working for him. who said he ha-d 
had a letter from his brother in America. 
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_He said that his brothe1' was in great dis
·tress. He (Mr. Gunn) asked him what was 
the matter. The man said, " Niy brother 
was in an hotel at Santiago which had thir
teen stories. Xow the earthquake comes. 
--and twelve stories is cellar and only one 
story is left." (Laughter.) This trouble 
would be got oyer if they sunk this House 
in the ground, and made the ground floor 
a story, so that everybody could walk into 
the Chamber without a lift. (Renewed laugh
ter.) He would like to make another sug
gestion. He had to use a dunny-bag to put 
his few documents in, and there were many 
other members who had not suflicient means 
to purchase the dunny-bag-at any rate, they 
had not got one. (Laughter.) To obviate 
that difficulty there was .Plenty of space 
under the seats where a httle locker couJ.d 
easily be placed in which to put their docu
ments and always have them at hand. He 
-did not wish to run the country into any 
grcut expense, but they could even have 
kerosene tins cut lengthways and put under 
the seat, in which they could hold their docu
ments, and that would be of undoubted use 
to members of Parliament. (Laughter.) 
Generally, the great objection he had to this 
vote was in regar-d to the increase in the 
-printing, and he was quite convinced the 
difficulty could be got over in the way he 
had suggested. 

Mr. COOPER (Bremer): He thought it 
would be very undesirable to allow the hon. 
member who had just resumed his seat to 
have the whole monopoly with reference to 
members of the " Hansard' staff. Some
thing needed to be said with regard to the 
"' Hansa.rd" staff, and that was that while 
there was no increase on the Estimates for 
them, something should be done in the way 
-Of providing medical attendance for them. 
Not only the other side, but this side also
and particularly the members on the 
front benches-caused the "Hansard" 
·staff a considerable amount of pain and 
illness. He had himself seen the ear of one 
.of the members of the " Hansard" staff 
stretched considerably over the side of the 
balustrade in his effort to catch the mumb
lings and jumblings that came on occ:1sions 
from both the front benches. (Laughter.) He 
thought that some recompense should be made 
to the "Hansard" staff for the disabilities 
thev laboured under in that direction. Either 
they must provide' something on the Esti
mates for medical attention when their ears 
were unduly strained, or those hon. members 
who were in the habit of. talking very quietly 
to Mr. Speaker on certam matters connected 
with the business of the House, should raise 
their voices sufficiently high, if not for the 
hack benches to hear, at any rate for the 
" Hansard" staff to catch their words. (Hear, 
hear! and laughter.) 

Question put and passed. 

CHIEF SECRETARY'S DEPART)IENT. 
f1HJEF OFFICE. 

The PREMIER moved-That £8,000 be 
granted for " Chief Office." There was an 
increase of £230 on last year's vote, made up 
in the ordinarv regulation increases for cer
tain clerks and' typistes, and the appointment 
of a new messenger at £150. 

Mr. FORSY'l'H thought that the Chief 
Secretary would have given a good deal 
more information in regard to the enormous 
increase in some of the items. For instance, he 

had only sbted that the difference between 
the vote last year and the vote this year was 
so much, and did not give any information 
in connection with the amount. set down for 
incidentals and miscellaneous expenses, which 
were put down last year at £3,000,and at the 
same amount this year, while no less than 
£6,121 had been spent, whiQh was more than 
double. Then, the item with regard to rail
way fares and freight,, printing, stationery, 
etc., was £1,300 last year, and also £1,300 
this year. when, as a matter of fact, £1.921 
had been spent .. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The increase 
is for the conveyance of soldiers all over the 
State 

At 5.55 p.m., 
The CHAIRMAN resumed the chair. 

Mr. PETRIE pointed out that the mes
sengers were very often kept late, and he 
would like to ask if they got anything extra 
for the overtime they put in when they were 
detained after the ordinary hours. 

The PREMIER: That is not in this vote. 

The PREMIER: The increase in inci
dentals was mainly due to the expenditure by 
the Chief Secretary's Office for patriotic pur
poses, particularly in railway freights and 
fares. A good deal of money had been spent, 
too, for the Recruiting Committees and other 
committees in connection with the Queensland 
War Council. The Red Cross, for instance, 
was provided with £350 for rent of their 
building, and they had provided clerks for 
the War Council at an expenditure of £155 
9s. 3d. ; while there were other items for 
printing. The expense could generally be 
taken as having been incurred for pa'triotic 
purposes. 

Mr. FORSYTH: The incidental and miscel
laneous expenses? 

The PRE"1IER : Yes. 

Hm:. J. TOL1\IIE: -:\o doubt the Chief 
Secrctarv had the items in connection with 
this incidental and miscellaneous expen,J;ture 
in his possession, and there \Vas no reason 
why he should not give them to the Com
mittee. He did not sav that the Premier 
had spent a pound mor,; than was essential. 
This was ihe time that they should ask the 
Chief Secretary for some explanation in 
connection with his Yisit to Great Britain. 
He hacl made statements both here and out
side in relation to what ho was going to do. 
aud as to what he had achieved. He had 
told them that ono of the reasons he went 
home was f01· the purpose of bringing a bout 
a deal in connection with copper, a matter 
that was to be of very great importance to 
the State. They had had no explicit infor
mation in connection with the matter, buG 
merely a statement that the Imperial Go
vernment had arranged to take 48,000 tons 
of copper in two years. The hon. gentle
man claimed credit for having brought about 
this orrangcment, and it. was time for him 
to tell the people of Queensland how this 
omount of copper was going to be raised. 
They knew that the price of copper must 
keep up to what it was for the next two 
years. 

'fhe PRE:I!IER: That it must keep up to the 
present price? 

HoN. J. TOL:\LIE: Or go more than the 
present price. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pt;BLIC LANDS: Or go 
down. 

lion . .J. Tu1mie.J 
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HoK. J. TOLMIE: If the hon. gentleman 
thought it was going down, then the Premier 
had achieved something of importance. 

The PREMIER: Do you think it is not im
pm·tant to give them copper at a reasonable 
price? Y on are delighted the higher copper 
goes; £200 a ton would suit you gentlemen 
there. 

Hm;. J. TOLMIE: Did the Premier not go 
home in ord<;r to develop the interests of 
this State? . He was only reading a short 

trme ago the statements he made 
[7 P.-m.] in Brisbane the evening he went 

away, when he said he was going 
to achieve gn~at things in the way of the 
dc·vclopmont of the State of Queensland. 
When he was in America he told the people 
there what a splendid opportunity there 
would be for the dnvelopment of the meat 
trade between America and Que0nsland. H 
was trme they had a declaration as to the 
results that were going to accrue from his 
tour. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: \Vould you 
not give a reasonable time for results to 
a,;:cruc? 

HoK. J. TOLMIE: He would. When six 
months had passed, it was nearly time for 
them to become manifest. The Prime Minis
ter of the Commonwealth announced that 
certain results were going to flow to A u'
tralia a~ a result of his visit to England, and 
he parbcularrsed the mines. 

'l'he HmrE SEORE:rARY : You can put that 
clown to vanity. 

HoN. ,J. TOLMIE: Probably they all had 
a touch of vanity in them. Still, making 
all due allowance for the v&nity of Mr. 
Hughes, he said that mines A, B, and C 
wore going to benefit as a result of th~ 
arrangement which he made. The Chief 
Secret~ry said he had made arrangements 
by wh1ch 48,000 tons of copper v. ere to go 
from Queensland in the next two 0 cars, or 
about 2,000 tons a month. The quantity was 
pretty brg so far as Queensland was con
cerned, and if it w~s going to be done, some
thmg more must be done than a mere con
tract made in England between the Chief 
Secretary and the Imperial authorities. The 
mere ar rangernent was not going to make 
48,000 tons ?f _copper flow from Queensland 
to Great Bntam. lt had to be taken out of 
the earth, it had to be smelted, and that 
all meant that capital had to be put into the 
concern. At the expiration of four months 
they found that no steps had b0en taken in 
that direction, no large mines had been 
opened up. enterprise 'vas not operating in 
that dir·ection. The Government were' not 
taking it up as one of their concerns. as they 
wore taking up meat and sawmills a·nd othe'r 
businessr;s. They had to get a move on, and 
get a n1ove on quickly, because, so far a;o; 
results as to copper 'vero concerned, practi
cally nothing had been done. He had just 
been reading a report of the ChiP£ Secretan-'s 
interviews with gentlemen on the other side 
of the Pacific, and there he pointed out
\"ery properly, too-the great resources of 
Queensland from the meat producing point 
of view, and said there ought to be business 
between Queensland and America. But, were 
the actions of the Government in that direc
tion such as would enable their growers of 
meat to find a market in America? As it 

matter of fact. the greater number of mem
bers of the Chamber repudiated the idea of 

[Hon. J. Tolmie. 

anv business relations between Queensland' 
and America with regard to meat. They 
had hoard over and over again that Queens
land, within the last two years, had been 
sending some of its meat supplies to America, 
and that it had been used by the Americans· 
to suppl:, our enemies. 

The PRE;l!IEH : I referre-d to sending meat 
aft ·r the war. 

Hox. J. TOL:MIE : The Premier was adv<
cntin" those relations betwPcn Queensland' 
and Atnerica, and the business must go on 
now. \Vhy should there be any qualification? 
lf thev ,\·ere to establish tlw relations-hip, 
they o~ght to be doing it now. In one breath, 
the Premier said that they ought to be dowg 
those things, and in the next the party 
hchi11d him said thee· ought not. It v,as very 
dcsi:,able they should know the extent to. 
which negotia1ions had proceeded. \Vcre 
they going to lie dormant for the next three 
or four ye-ars until the war was over? If 
that was' so, the probability was that some· 
oth•er Premier would have to take the neces
eary stops. Again, while in America, the· 
Premier told the Americans that he ha,<i 
solved one of the problems he had gone 
ae:·oss to solve-that was, the question of· 
getting steel rails to enable railway con
struction to be carried on. 

Mr. MuRPHY: That "as an after dinner· 
spc·eeh. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: He said that one of 
the difficulties was freight, but th<Lt so far· 
as tr,at was concerned it would not apply. 
They had been told that one of the reasons· 
why the construction of r<tilways was hung 
up was that the GoYernment could not get 
the neces"-11rv steel rails. He hoped the Pre
Inicr would" give some explanation. Then 
ag-ain <Ls one ~of the results of the Premier's. 
yJ.sit, 'they were to have a dos~r connection 
between Qur,msland and Amenca by means 
of a line of steamers. He understood that 
the Premier brought to Brisbane the captain 
of one of the lines it was proposed shoul-d 
come to Queensland or Australia. in- order 
that he might irwestigate their port accom
JnoC,ation. 

The PRE~!IER : Yes. 
Hol':. J. TOLMIE: Yet he hoard it statE'd' 

in the Chamber last nig·ht that it was a 
Gerrnano-Ame,ican lin0 of boats. 

The PRE:ll!ER: By whom? 
1-Iox. J. TOI.MIE: He could not say by 

whom. 
Nfr. CooPER: A gent[e:nan by the name of 

"Rumour." 
f-iox. J. TOLY!IE: The hon. member for 

\Yide Bay told him it was a German-Dutch 
line of boats. Surelv the Premrer could r.ot 
have be0n aware of 'that. 

Tlie PRE)ilEH: That is just what I would 
expect from the hon. member for \Viclo Bay, 
but it is absolutelv untrue. The Oceanic 
Steamship Lino is not a German-Dutch line. 

Mr. BooKER: Smile! 
HoN. J. TOLNQE: He wanted to know 

how that 'business was prog1'essing. If it 
.progressed satisfactorily and some good 
would be done by the Premier's trip, the 
money expended would not have been spent 
in vain. 

Mr. FORSYTH : He presumed that the· 
expenses of the Premier's trip to England 
were included in the item of £3,000 for inci
dental expenses, because it was generally 
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included in incidental expenses. If that were 
so, he would bo in order in discussing the 
Premier's trip to the old country. The 
Premier stated that he had arranged to 
supply 48.000 tons of copper from Queens
land for the Imperial Government in the 
next two years, a1id the copper was to come 
from mineo, which were not at present pro
ducmg copper. The hon. gentleman also 
stated that as he was to get £100 per ton, 
that would mean £4,800,000 that would come 
to Queensland in the next two years. Such 
a statement was so utterly ridiculous that 
he could not understand how the Premier 
could make such a statement. At the pre
sent time the copper produced in Queens
land was under contract arranged by Mr. 
Hugheo,. At present the only mines turning 
out coppc': were Mount Morgan, Hampden, 
Mount Ellwtt, and YJ:ount Cuthbert. If they 
looked at the last report of the Under Secre
tary for Mines they would see that the value 
of copper produced in Queensland last year 
was £1,400,000, which, taken at the rate of 
£100 per ton, would be 14,000 tons per year. 
The Premier proposed to produce 24,000 tons 
a year, or double the quantity produce-d in 
the State for last year. It was utterly im
possible to do it. How was he going to get 
the copper treated, even if he got it from 
the minas? Whero was it going to be 
smelted? 

The PRE:YIIER: You have not taken the 
trouble to read what I have said on -each 
occasion. 

Mr. FORSYTH: The hon. gentleman said 
that he would be able to turn out 48,000 tons 
of copper m two years, which represented 
to the people of Queensland £4,800,000. 

The PREMIER : I said that the Imperial 
Governm0nt gave a guarantee to take up to 
that amount. They would not take more. 

Mr. FORSYTH : The hon. gentleman said 
that Queensland would benefit to the extent 
of £4,800,000. 

Mr. MuRPHY: So they would if private 
enterprise would buck in and get the copper 
out. 

Mr. FORSYTH: There was onlv one smel" 
ter in Queensland that was not ;:vorking at 
the present time, and that was at Chillagoe. 
The Chillagoe Company had never been a 
paying proposition. It never paid a single 
dividend to shareholders. That was another 
thing that the Premier went home about to 
make arrangements for-the purchase of the 
Chillagoe Railway. They saw in the paper 
that the Premier had purchased the Chilla
goo Railway for £450,000 cash, but since 
that day they had heard nothing more about 
it. Evidently, the -deal has fallen through. 

The PRE)!IER: Do· you say that vou have 
heard nothing more about it? • 

Mr. FORSYTH : He had heard nothing 
more about it. He did not know whether 
the Premier had paid the £450,000 for the 
railway. 

The PREMIER: There is one thing that I 
can say about the Chillagoe Railway, and 
that is that I protected the people of Queens
land. 

Mr. FORSYTH : Even if the Premier did 
get the copper, where would he smelt it? 

Mr. COLLIXS : The Einasleigh copper mine. 
Mr. O'SuLLIVAN: Echo answers where. 

1916-6 A 

Mr. FORSYTH: The hon. gentleman was 
quite right. It was a case of " Echo answers 
where." 

The PREMIER: One company has advised 
the Government that they can guarantee 
5,000 tons of copper a year. 

Mr. FORSYTH : He had heard that state
ment before. \Vhat company was it? 

The PRDIIER: I can give you the name of 
the gentleman. Mr. Corbould. You have 
heard of him. 

Mr. FORSYTH: Yes, he knew Mr. Cor
bould. Even if the Government got the 
copper, they could not get it smelted, and it 
would take two years to get the necessary 
smelting machinery and have it erected. The 
machinery was expensive at the present time, 
owing to the high cost of freight and every
thing else. There was not the slightest pos
sible hope of the hon. gentleman getting 
48,000 tons, or even 4,800 tons. 

The PRE:VIIER : That is through some com
bination you know all about. The American 
copper kings have evidently been in it. 
How is it that one company guaranteed 
5.000 tons? 

Mr. FORSYTH : That was only one com
pany. 

The PREMIER: But you said that we could 
not get 4,800 tons. 

:\1r. FORSYTH: He would like to know 
where the Governm·ent was going to get 
24.000 tons of copper a year. He did not 
know where the hon. gentleman could get it. 

The PRE1!IER: Are you interested in any 
copper proposition 'I 

Mr. FORSYTH: Yes. He had got a few 
shares in Mount Cuthbert, in the Cloncurry 
district, and they had had a lot of trouble in 
connection with the smelter. They started 
to erect it twelve months ago, and it has not 
started yet. He hoped that it would turn out 
plenty of copper for the benefit of the Empire, 
because it would assist the Empire all 
right. This was one of the companies that 
had been fixed up by Mr. Hughos to supply 
copper. Ho could not help smiling at the 
credulity of the hon. gentleman who thought 
that he could place that quantity of copper in a 
couple of years. He would also like to know 
what had happened in connection with Chilla
goe. They saw in the papers that the Pre
mier had bought that place for £450,000. 
.Had the sale taken place? He thought they 
should know about it, because it was in 
connection with the Premier's visit to the 
old country. It might be that the money he 
spent was well spent. He had no objection, 
so long as the Premier gave them informa
tion that was of some value, but as fal_' as 
he could judge they heard of those thmgs 
and then they died out. As far as he knew 
there was no special development going on in 
any of the copper shows. 

Mr. MuRPHY: There is only one thing that 
goes on gaily and that is the public debt. 

Mr. FORSYTH: Yes. It was given out 
that the Government bought this Chillagoe 
Company for £450,000 debentures. He under
stood now that it was £450,000 cash. Had 
the money been paid? Those were things the 
Housco and the country should be told. 
Th~ PREMIER: \Vho are you talking for? 

Mr. FORSYTH : He was speaking on 
behalf of the people of Queensland. 

The PREMIER : Do you mean to say you do 
not know all about Chillagoe? 

Mr.. Forsyth.] 
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Mr. FORSYTH: He did not profess to 
know all about Chillagoe. The hon. gentle
man said he did these things to protect and 
benefit the people of Queensland. 

The PREMIER: You represent the copper 
kings and the copper companies. 

Mr. FORSYTH : He did not represent the 
copper companies at all. His interest in them 
was not worth two ponce. 

The PREMIER : Then you arc their spokes
man, the same as the leader of the Opposi
tion was the spokesman of the insurance 
companies last night. 

Mr. FORSYTH: He was not their spokes
man at all. His interest was so small that 
there was nothing in it. He did not suppose 
the hon. gentleman blamed anyone for taking 
up a few -shares in a mine. If he wanted to 
be patriotic, he thought it was all right to 
put a little money in a show. For instance, 
Croydon, where the Government were finding 
some money to sink a shaft. 

The PRE:VIIER : All the copper that came out 
of Chillagoe went to Germany. 

Mr. FORSYTH : That might be. They 
knew a great deal of copper went to Ger
many. 

The PREMIER: I could not get the analysis 
of Chillagoe copper except from Merton's. 

Mr. FORSYTH : None went there now in 
any case, and he hoped that the position 
would be that no more copper would go to 
Germany. 

The bell indicated that the hon. member's 
time had expired. 

Mr. CORSER: In dealing with the first 
item on the Chief Secretary's Estimates, he 
thought they might get some information in 
the direction of a matter of great public 
interest. _ He noticed by the paper there was 
likely to be a change in the Agent-General
ship. 

The PRE:!'IIIER : That is not on this vote. 

Mr. CORSER: He merely wanted to ask 
one question in regard to it. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! If we adhere 
strictly to our Standing Orders, the hon. 
member will not be in order in discussing 
anything that is not related to the Chief 
Office. It has been the practice to discuss 
general matters on the first vote, and it is 
for the Committee to say whether they will 
adopt that practice again or not. If we 
adhere strictly to the Standing Orders, limit
ing discussion on the first vote, hon. members 
will not be in order. I shall put it to the 
Committee. 

The PREMIER: I think the Minister has 
the option. I think it should be confined 
to the vote. 

Mr. CORSER: He would let it go. He 
noticed that the Premier, when the leader 
of the Opposition was speaking with regard 
to the steel rail business, did not remember 
by his remarks some statements which 
appeared in 'the local Press, and which he 
denied. On 27th May, 1916, the hon. gen
tleman was reported to have said-

" One of my principal missions in San 
Francisco was in connection with the 
importation of steel rails from America 
to the State of Queensland concerning 
certain contracts made by the late Ad
ministration there. Much of my time 
in San Francisco-short as it was-was 
occupied in interviews with representa-

[Mr. Forsyth. 

ti ves of the contractors for the supply 
of the rails. Cer'tain difficulties have 
arisen regarding the carrying out of the 
terms of the contract entered into by the 
late Government of Queensland. 

" ' What is the crux. of 'the difficulty?' 
pointedly inquired the interviewer. 

" ' That would prove a very long 
story,' replied Mr. Ryan with alacrity, 
but suffice it to say that as a re3ult of 
my conversations with the steel con
tractors' representatives in San Fran
cisco, I think it now possible 'that the 
grievances which have arisen will be 
speedily removed, and that the contract 
will be carried out satisfactorily to the 
strictest detail." 

The PREMIER: Exactly, that is right. 

Mr. CORSER: When the leader of the 
Opposition was speaking, the Premier, by 
interjection, practically denied those state
ments. He left that impression. 

The PREli!IER: No; the leader of 'the 
Opposition did not suggest that I was patch
ing up something the late Government did. 

Mr. H. L. HARTLEY: What about the report 
that was to be printed in the " Courier" in 
German? 

Mr. CORSER: The leader of the Opposi
tion suggested what was stated in the report 
of the Brisbane "Courier." 

The PREMIER : He did not do any such 
thing. What you have read out is quite 
correct. 

Mr. CORSER: The hon. member for Fitz
roy referred to the " Courier," and that was 
what the Premier said. 

The PREMIER : I may tell you that the 
vice-president of the Steel Corporation inter
viewed me in San Francisco with regard to' 
a contract made by the late Government with 
chat corporation. 

Mr. FORSYTH : Are you getting those rails 
now? 

The PRE>IIER: The rails have been landed 
SlllC8. 

Mr. CORSER : Then why were the rail
ways hung up for the want of rails? The 
hon. member for Fitzroy remarked that the 
report he read was in a paper that was 
stopped from being printed in German. This 
was what the Premier said about the 
"Couriern-

" If I were asked to mention my 
greatest impression in 'the United States 
it would unhesitatingly be that there is 
a tremendous preponderance of public 
opinion in favour of the Allies, even 
more strongly than I have been led to 
believe. This favourable attitude ,of 
America has been indicated in special 

'despatches published at intervals in the 
Brisbane ' Courier,' letters which I have 
regularly read with the greatest of in
terest for some years past." 

Notwithstanding all they said about the 
" Courier," the Premier still had those words 
to say for it. ·'l'here was another matter of 
very great interest at the present time to 
public servants. Some little time ago he 
asked the Chief Secretary if it was correct 
that members of the· public service had been 
asked to work an extra half hour without 
increased payment, and the Chief Secretary 
replied on 9th November-

" 1. Regulations pursuant 'to the Public 
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Service Act have recently been issued 
extending the time of departure from 
4.30 p.m. to 5 p.m." 

"'fo the question he asked the Chief Secretary 
was, how did he justify the action of the 
Government in breaking down an established 
and just system of increased payments for 
-overtime work, and the Premier replied-

" There is no change in the system of 
payment for overtime worked." 

Although the Premier did not indicate Jnst 
what his department was doing he left the 

inference that. he had not broken 
[7.30 p.m.] .down the established system ot 

paying· for overtime. To get &t 
the fact as to whether these Government ser
vants were being r<>rnunerated for the over
time work or whether the Government were 
saving the salaries of those who had enlisted, 
.he had directed the following question to the 
Prmnicr :-

" Are the State public servants who .are 
on active senice. or those called up for 
military training, being credited with 
their State salaries?" 

The Premier replied that they were not, and 
:therefore there must be a "tving to the public 
.as far as thoRe salaries \vere c.oncerned. 
Therefore he asked-

" If not, wh.at is the amount sa;-ed to 
the State per week?'' 

That qu<>stion the Premier would not answer, 
but asked him to move for a return-a return 
that would come in due course. He further 
"sked the hon. gentleman-

~ " Are the members of the public ser
vice being remunerated for the extra 
half hour's work per dav they have been 
called upon to perform?" 

That was a question he could not get an 
answer to. Everybody would agree that if 
the public servants were called upon to work 
an extra half hour each day, and the Govern
ment were not paying the salaries of those 
servants on military service. it would be a 
fair thing for the State to give them extra 
remuneration. The Government would not 
ask the wharf labourers who were loading a 
transport to work an extra half hour without 
pay for patriotic purposes. ·what would they 
say to the hon. gentleman if he attempted 
such a. thing? The Government might ,.,,_ 
consider the matt-er and not ask the public 
servants to work the extra half hour each dny 
vvithout extra rernnneration. 

Mr. FOLEY: Are you stirring up a strike 
amongst the public servants'! 

Mr. CORSER said nothing was further 
from his mind. The fact that the public ser
vants were working the extra half hour with
out complaining showed that it would take 
more thnn that to make them strike. ·while 
they had good servants they should deal 
with them in the same manner as thev dealt 
with others who had to work for a !iv'ing. · 

Mr. CooPER: That is in keeping with your 
spirited denunciation of the stopping of the 
·automatic increases in 1914. 

Mr. COH.SER: The argument for auto
matic increases not being paid in 1914 was 
;mpported by the fact that everybody in 
recci;:>t of £100 a year or less was to receive 
the increase, and if there was a surplus thPn 
the next class would receive their automcttic 
incre-ases. The Government did not cocne 
•along with the same proposition as we pttt 
forward in 1914. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! The hon. mem
b'cr is not in order in discussing general 
.automatic increases on the f\rst vot-e. of this 
department. His remarks would be more 
appropriate on the vote for the Public 
Service Board. 

Mr. CORSER: He sincerely hoped that if 
anything could be done for any of the pu b!in 
servaEts that those receiving the smallest 
retnunerution 'vould get first consideration, 
and if they bad the money to consider others 
then he would put in a little >vord for the· 
Chief Clerk who carried on the arduous 
duties of the Under Secretary, during the 
absence of that officer, to the credit of tt e 
department and to the man who ,,-as 
responsiblE' for his training. He hope·d the 
Premier 1vould not exceed the amount placed 
on the EstimatE··· 

Mr. SW A Yl\'E: He supposed the biggest 
question to-day, outside the question of tl:;" 
war, was the position of the Empire in th6l 
m-atter of foodstuffs. The Premier, speaki"g 
at .a function soon after his return to Bris
bane, said that he looked forward to very 
irnportant results accruing in regard to the 
sugar industry from his trip home. He 
hoped that, as far as possible, the Empire 
would be self-sustaining-, and that they would 
produce within the boundaries of the Empiro 
all of the most important foodstuffs. In con
nection with th.at ·matter he might mention 
that what was known ·as the \Vest Indies 
Co1nn1ittec in Londo~ n1ade inquiries t.:Ls to 
what market existed throughout the Brittsh 
dominions in regard to the production of 
sugar, and he noticed that Mr. Easterby, an 
offieial of the Agricultural Department who 
w-as aslu~d to give evidence, expressed the 
opinion th.at Queensland had an undeveloped 
margin of 250,000 tons-that they could, if 
they worked themselves up to their natural 
limits, S]Jpply something like 250,000 tons of 
sugar to the Empire ·in addition to tne 
present output, which. in the best years was 
snffiC'ient for Australia's own requirements. 
He (Mr. Swayne) supposed that the Premier' 
had that in view when he mentioned that he 
hoped on<' of the results of his visit home 
would be that Queensland would supply her 
share of sugar to the Empire. Unfortun<',tely 
just after the Premier's return they b,ow 
that suer a blow was struck at the ii1pustry 
that it lookt'd yery much like as if it would 
become a thing of the past unless something 
was done. 

The PREMIER: A Jeremiah. 

Mr. SWAYNE: As the Premier was Pvi
dently very sanguine not only as to their ability 
to supply Australian requirements but also 
to supply other portions of the Empire, he 
would ask the Premier what he had in his 
mind when he made that statement, and 
also how ho hoped to carry it out," especially 
in regard to the present position in the in
dustry. So far as he had noticed sinc-e the 
hon. gentleman came back. one of his aims in 
connection with that industrv was to hand it 
over to another Parliament altogether. Alto· 
gether there was. romn for an explanation, 
and members were justified in seeking infor
mation on this mat.ter. \Vith regard to the 
post-war tariff, it had been urged in Great 
Britain that all sugar produced in the 
dominions of the Empire should be admitted 
at a preferential rate, or should have protec
tion over other sugars; but he was afraid 
that that would not be sufficient for Queens .. 
land in the present position of the industry. 

Mr. Swayne .. } 



1908 Supply. [ ASSEMJ?L Y. Supply, 

Mr. MDRPHY: There seemed to be some 
misundPrstanding regarding this copper 
t,ransaction. The Premier, like his predeces
sors in office, and like the l'remiers of all 
the Australian States, decided that a trip 
to England would be beneficial to the State, 
and he presumed that the hon. gentleman 
also considered it would be beneficial to him
self; so, like the other Premiers, he took 
a trip to the old country. When Premiers 
returned from London they had to giYe some 
account of the work which they ha;d done 
there-he did not mean the work they had 
done at the dinner table, or the after-dinner, 
speeches they had made, but the big things 
they had done in London. When Mr. Den
ham rettuned from London, he said he had 
arranged '''ith the financiers there to convert 
all the loans then becoming due, and natur
ally, having fixed up the great loan ques
tion he rcceiYcd a verv cordial welcome 
whe~ he came back to Brisbane. The pre
sent Premier went to London, and he re· 
ceiYed the same cordial welcome there as all 
Australian Premiers receive,d. Before he 
came back to Queensland a certain cable
gram appeared in the Press telling of inter
views the Premier had had with mem
bers of the British Cabinet and big financiers, 
and the papers were nearly as full of his 
doings in London as they had preyiously been 
full of the wonderful work done by Mr. 
Hughes. He was referring particularly to 
the Labour newspapers. Amongst the infor
rnation giv-en in the cablegrams was a notifi~ 
cation that the Premier had succeeded in 
entering into an arrangement with the 
British Goycrnment for them to take 48,000 
tons of copper in two years. 

The PREMIER : That was only in a cable 
sent on the day I left London. 

Mr. M"CRPHY: Anyhow, if it was not 
cabled out--

The PREMIER : I cabled it. 

Mr. MURPHY: Now that the Premier 
had taken him off the track he was pursu
ing, he should like to say that it was strange 
that, as far as the people of Queensland were 
concerned, they never heard a word about 
this copper deal until the hon. gentleman 
had to find some excuse for his attitude with 
regard to the referendum on conScription. 
Then he not only published the matter in 
the papers, but stated on every platform from 
which he spoke that he had effected this 
deal. He said, "Look what I ha Ye done! 
J haY<> arranged with the British Govern
ment to take 48.COO tons of copper in two 
years. Look what we arc doing for Britain." 
And he said we were doing that for Britain 
for £105 per ton. The agreement was that 
if Queensland could produce 48,000 tons of 
copper in two years the British Government 
would pay for it. 

The PREMIER: At a certain price. 

Mr. MURPHY: My word, they could bet 
their bottom dollar that Australian Govern
ments wou],d see that the British Government 
paid for anything that was produced in Aus
tralia. The British Government had not 
objected to pay for anything they got from 
th i:s country. 

Mr. H. L. HARTLEY: Hughes has got them 
fer £140 a ton, though. 

Mr. MURPHY: The first arrangement 
made by Mr. Hughes was for £100 per ton. 
However, with regard to the coppe1· trans
aetion mentioned by the Premier, the people 

[Mr. Murphy. 

of Queensland were convinced by a casual 
look at the report of the interview the 
Promier gave the " Courier," the 
" Standard," the "Daily l\iail," and other 
journals, that Queensla1id was going to supply 
48,00~ tons of copper to the British Govern
ment at £105 per ton. Nothing of the sort. 
The fact was that the Premier had made 
arrangements that if the people who desired 
to invest their money in mining found copper 
they would be able to sell it to the British 
Government. \V hen he first read the 
announcement, he thought the Queensland 
Government were going in pretty extensively 
fm mining, that we were going to have State 

-mines, and that the Government would pro
duce this copper themselves. He noticed in 
one of the London financial journals during 
the time the Premier was at home a state
ment which was made at a meeting of the 
debenture holdc'rs in the Chillagoe Company, 
to the effect that an arrangement had been 
made with the Premier for the purchase 
of the Chillagoe Railway for £450,000 cash. 
'fhe Premier was not the first man to 
negotiate with the Chil!agoe Company with 
regard to the purchase of the Chillag·oe Rail
way. The~· knew that the Chillagoe Com· 
pany had been in a bad financial way for 
a very loug time, they had eaten up. their 
capital and spent over £2,000,000, he behevecl, 
in building railways in the Gulf, and in 
trying to develop the mining resources in 
the district through which the Chillagoe 
Railwav ra.n. When the war broke out he 
supposc;d they were unable to raise more· 
capital. They knew from Mr. Denham that 
there hfl.d been negotiations regarding the 
purchase of the Chillagoe Railway, and that 
before Mr. Rvan went to London there ha,d 
been neg-otiat.ions between this Government 
and the ·chillagoe Company with regard to 
the purchase of tha,t railw~y. 

Mr. D. RYAN: Did you try to help that? 

Mr. MURPHY: The hon. member need 
not try to be so funny; he had to try very 
hard to be funny, and he was not a succ~ss 
at it. Tho arrangement between the Prem1e1· 
and the Chillagoe Company seemed to bo 
that the Government was going to pay 
£450 000 to the Chillagoe Company, and 
were' going to invest some capital in the 
mines, some of which had been previously 
worked by the company, and to restart the 
smelters at Chillagoe. He thought that that 
was part of the scheme for suppl: ing this 
43,000 tons of copper to the British Gov~rn
ment. They now found that the Prem1er, 
although he had not definitely stated it, lPd 
them to believe bv his silence that so fa1· 
as the Government" was concerned, they were 
not going to worr.v at all as to whether any 
of this 48,000 tons of copper was produced or 
not. It was true that Mr. Corbould, of the 
Mount Elliott Company, had notified the 
Premier that he would be in a position to 
supply 5,000 tqns. 

The PRE:IIIER : If he has certain railway 
communication. 

Mr. l\lURPHY: That would, he supposed, 
be a matter to which the Government would 
give the c-losest attention, in order to come 
to a conclusion as to whether the expenditure 
on a railway would be justified for the pl·o
duction of this extra 5,000 tons of copper. 
They would 'See what the rise in coppe_r would 
do for a district like Cloncurry, wh1ch had 
languished for a good many years. It was 
very interesting to know that so far as the 
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<Go-vernment itself was concerned thev were 
not proposing to expend any large am~unt of 
money in order to assist the copper pro
ducing industry; they were going to leave 
that to privrrte enterprise. Thoro wenl 
several places in Queensland where com
panies would find it remunerative to com
mence operations with regard to copper 
developments. All the same, when they 
looked at the thing fairly and squarely the 
agreement which had been entered into by 
the Premier was not going to help copper 
production at all. These people were enabled 
to sell eYory ton of copper that they could 
produce to the Federal Government. 

J\Ir. Dl:KBTAK : For two years ahead' 

Mr. ::YluRPHY: For a very considerable 
period, anyhow, and he was not one of those 
who was trying to take any credit from the 
Premier with regard to his good intentions. 
No doubt, when he entered into that arrange
ment he believed he was doing a good thing 
for Queensland, and they ought to give him 
credit for his good intentions. His own 
opinion was that, as far as copper produc
tion wa.s concerned, that agreement was not 
going to help to produce another ton of 
coppn. The Premier, thinking otherwise, 
entNocl into the agreement, and if privat.e 
enterprise wanted to make an arrangement 
for two years they were now in a position 
to do so. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : Is not 
that a good thing? 

Mr. Ml:RPHY: He was not saying that it 
was a good thing or a bad thing; he had 
given the Premier Cl'cclit for his good inten
tions in that respect. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : A good 
market and .a good price. 

Mr. MURPHY: The market and the price 
·were assured before the Premier ever left 
Queensland. 

The PREo!IER: Tha.t is not so, and that 
·price is not assured to-day under any other 
arrangmnent. 

Mr. MURPHY: 'The Federal Government 
had made ali these arrangements. 

The PRE~IIER : They had not. There is no 
arrangement made now to guarantee a price 

'by the Federal Government, not for that 
period. 

Mr. MURPHY: 'They could not beat a 
-bardstcr for side-stepping. 

The bell indicated that portion of the 
hon. member's time had expired. 

Mr. MURPHY: He would take another 
fiye minutes. It would be interesting to 
learn whether the negotia.tions between the 
Government and the Chillagoc Company had 
finally ceased. 

The PRE;>IIER: No. 

Mr. MURPHY: 'There was a probability 
·that the announcement which was made in 
the papers some months ago might have been 
true, while not exactly definite, that there 
might have been some agreement entered 
into by the Premier in London, and the de
benture holders of the Chillag·oe Company 
with regard to the purchase of that railway. 
Or if that arrangement was not entered into 
in London between the Premier and the 
debenture holclers there might have been an 
arrangement for the purchase of that railway 
·entered into between the Treasurer and the 
·representatives of the Chillagoe Company 
in Melbourne. They had only to read the 

newspapers carefully enough, .and they could 
get most of the information which they 
'ought. The 'l\·easurer had paid a number 
of Yisits to Melbourne in connection with 
financial and other matters, and in one of 
the mining papers he noticed that the Trea
surer had discussed the 1question of the 
Chillagoe Company during his visit to Mel
bourne. That might or might not be true. 
They could not believe everything they saw 
in the papers. 

Mr. COLLI:\'S : You ought to know, you 
have run a paper. 

Mr. M'C'RPHY: That was why he knew, 
and why he did not take so much notice of 
criticisms in the papers. It was the man who 

had been running a paper who 
[8 p.m.] knew for how little the criticism 

of a paper counted. Hon. mem
bers never heard him complaiR about criti
cism or moderate reporting in the papers. 
He just took it as it came. (Laughter.) As 
regards the paragraph that appeared in that 
mining paper, they might yet lea.rn that the 
Government had already purchased the 
Chillagoe Company's railway, although every 
time he had referred to it during the present 
session some occupant of the front Treasury 
bench had vehemently denied the suggestion 
and led the House to believe, by inference, 
that negotiations with the Chillagoe Company 
had entirely ceased. They knew, and the 
Treasurer knew it too, that in all the dis
trict served by the Chillagoe railway things 
were pretty bad. 

The CHAIR2\i[AN: I hope the hon. mem
ber will connect his remarks with the Yote. 

:Mr. MuRPHY: That was quite easv. He 
was dealing with the two matters dealt with 
by the Premier during his trip to London. 
He dealt with the question of copper, and 
he was trying to get information as to 
whether the Government proposed to pro
ceed with the purchase of the Chillagoe Rail
way. They knew that negotiations were car
ried on in London, and they believed also 
in :Melbourne, and he was therefore trying 
to elicit information .as to whether the Go
Yernment were proposing to bring them to a 
conclusion one way or the other, and he was 
just pointing out to the Government that 
the ·district served by that railway was in a 
very depressed state at the present time. 
The smelters had been closed -clown for a 
considerable period. Copper propositions 
which were worked by the Chillagoe Com
pany had been compelled to close do':"n be
cause of the want of finances of the Ch1llagoe 
Company, and he was sure it would be inter
esting to the people of the district, as well 
as to thco people of Queensland generally, 
if the Goyernment were in a position to 
make any statement with regard to the ques
tion. Of course, he thoroughly understood 
that if negotiations were still proceeding, 
the Pre.mier possibl-y might meet his request 
with his usual reply-that the pohcy of the 
Government would bo disclosiJd in due course. 

The bell indicated that the llon. member's 
time had expir0cl. 

Mr. CORSER: The present ,-;as a time 
when they might expect information " in due 
course." For instance, they might expect 
the Premier tD give them the result of the 
muster at Mount Button. They were all 
part owners in the station, and it was only 
a fair thing that the information should be 
given before the cows calved again. Then, 
again, in "Elder's Journal" of Adelaide, he 

Mr. Corser.j 
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saw that the Queensland Government put 
through the Adelaide yards forty-six bullocks 
at an average price of over £19 a head. It 
would be interesting to know if those were 
the product of the Queensland stations, and 
whether thev had received any privileges so 
far aB exem})tion from the embargo was con
cerned, and whether it was the intention of 
thP Government to trade across the border 
with Queensland cattle at a huge price when 
pri,·ate indi,-iduals were hampered by their 
embargo. If that was so, w<mld the. people 
of Queensland be satisfied with the pnce they 
were receiving for their meat? 

J\Ir. Gl:NJ'\ rose to a point of order. Ho 
as vcrv anxious to discuss the question of 

meat an·d State stations, and everything con
nected "·ith the question, and he would like 
t'J know whether the present was the proper 
time, or whether it ought to be done later 
when thn amounts came up on the other 
Estimates? 

The CHAIRJ\IA;\1: I think the question 
might be more properly discusse·d on some 
oth.er vote, but so far the hon. member for 
Bm·nett has not straved verv far from the 
question before the Commitfoe. 

:Mr. CORSER: Woul.rJ it be better to 
slaughter those cattle in Queensland and 
supply the State butchers' shops rather than 
send it awav to other Stat"s and have to 
take meat fr;;m their moatworks which would 
otherwise be going away to the soldiers in 
the trenches? Was it good policy for the 
Slate to compete with cattle-growers in other 
States, thereby, no doubt, keeping up the 
price of meat in other States when they had 
plenty of use for the meat in Queensland, 
and so much had been said about the Premier 
doing all in his power to send as much meat 
as possible to the other side~ They would 
like to haYe a plain an.rJ simple statement 
as to the policy of the Government and the 
<'attle stations generally. 

'\Jr. BOOKT~R: For six weeks or two 
months cl uring the present session the aim of 
hon. memhers on the Opposition side had 
been to gather from the Premier what a+.ti
tude, if any, he w<>s prepared to take up in 
order to help the sugar-growers of Queens
land to get out of the ·difficulties into which, 
through no fault of their own, they had been 
forced. The only occasion that the Premier 
ha·d ever discussed the sugar question ancl its 
hearings on .the p~·o.sperity of the industry 
had been in a pohtwal sense, and to some 
extent it gave the public a false impression. 
During the last Federal election when Mr. 
E. B. C. Corser and the Labour candidate, 
Mr. Thompson, were cDnt,sting \Vide Bay, 
one of the burning questions at that time ·.vas 
the condition of the sugar industry. 

The CHAIRMA).I: Order! I think that 
a moment's reflection will convince the hon. 
gentleman that a discussion on the sug'!r 
question should take place on the appropria
tion for Agriculture and Stock. 

Mr. HOOKER: The Premier had hancll,;d 
the sugar question right. through and ltis 
remarks just now had a very close bearing 
upon the point he was going to emphasise 
later on. The Premic'r took a great deal of 
credit to himself for having entered into A.n 

obligation with the Prime Minister Df Aus
tralia to commandeer the sugar crop of 
Queensland. That had been done. Ho put 

f.1!r. 'Corser. 

a question to the Premier that day, but: 
unfortunately was not ahle to get an ans"'.\Te-r, 
which he hoped would come later on. 

'l'h" PRE1!IIm: You will get it on 'l'uesday. 

:\1r. BOOKER: lt would be interesting 
if tho Premier would give the House an 
explanation _of the position as he knew It,. as 
it would rehm·e the pressure m the mdustry 
verv n1uch. The only tirne the Prenuer gave 
an; information about the industry was wh"n 
he' said that the growers and millers of 
Qneensland had commumcated with hnn by 
letter and personally, and thanked him for 
what he had done. That was so. 

The PREMIER : And thcv asked me to do it 
ag-ain. 

:Wr. Jl(JOKER.: Conditions. however, sub&c
qucntly altered the case. When the Premier 
enterc.d into that undertakmg to give £18 
per ton for sugar, the jndust-:-y was \YOrk:mg 
under the Macnaughton award, and .c--:en 
under that award the judge was satrshe<l 
that the mdustry coul·d not carry on. If the· 
industrv could not pay the rates fixed m 
the aw~rd, then there was nothing else for it 
to do but to drop out. Judge J\1acnaughton 
was '"tisfied that the industry would have· 
~reat difficulty in carrying on. 8ubsequent 
to that the Premier, acting no doubt on the 
advice of his experts, took it on himself to 
enter into an arrangement ID buy the 1916 
crop for £18 per ton. X either the l'remrer 
nor his advisers could see any distance ahc•ad. 
The Treasurer was deeply interestr>d In the 
industry because he was rumung sevnral mills. 
fot· the GovcrnmenL. 

Mr. COLLINS rose tD a point of order. 
vVas the hon. member· for Wide Bay in order 
in discussing the whole of the sugar que:,tivn 
on this vote? 

Mr. FoRSYTH: Yes, he Js. 

'l'he SECRETARY FOR P<::BLIC LA;-,Ds: You are 
not Chairman. 

The CHAIR~1AN : I informed the hon. 
member for Wide Bav a moment ago, that. 
he was not in order ill discussing the sugar 
question on this vote. I have given him some 
latitude but I must ask him now to confine 
his rem;.rks to the vote before the Chamber 
and other h 0 n. members must do likewise. 

Mr. JlOOKER: The Premier was the 
responsible heado-of the Government and he 
wa.s handling the sugar question. -!'fe :nu~t, 
therefore, carry the burden of any disa'brhtJes 
that took place in the industry. They were 
now discussing the salary of the Chief Secre
tary. 

The PREMIER: No, my salary is in the 
schedule. 

The CHAIRMAX: The salary of the Chief 
Secretary is provided for in the schedule. 
I call the hon. member's attention to the 
fact that he will have ample oppm·tunity of 
discussing the sug·-ar question on a subsequent 
vote. Such a discussion must more properly 
take place on tho appro]Niation for the 
Agricultural and Stock Department. I ask· 
the hon. gentleman to confine his remark, to 
the vote before the Committee. 

Mr. BOOKER : They were discussing the 
expenses incurred by the Premier on his trip 
to London. The Hon. the Premier went 
through London and America on a specific· 
issue. He went to London in connection with 
the price of sugar, and with the object of bene
fiting the selectors and farmers in the sugar
district in Queensland. The hon.' member's 
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determination was 10 eo dev<'lop the sugar 
r0sources of Queensland that Queensland 
would be able in a year or two, like the 
copper proposition, to become fabulously 
ricb. The people in the copper industry wen 
to become fabulously rich and he was also 
going to make the sugar producers fabulously 
rich. The Premier ought to have had e. 
bigger knowledge of affairs in Queensland 
than an} one else, and he should have had 
secret information as to certain action that 
·was tciken. because the rrrcasurer \VUS identi
fied 'vith a certain corporation, and he kne\Y 
that that corporation was going to raise the 
issue as to Judge Macnaughton's a\vard. 

The CHAIRl\IIA:'i" : The hon. member is 
disregarding my ruling. 

Mr. I300KER: I have no desire to do so. 

The CHAIRMA:-.i: I have listened to the 
argurnent of the hon. gentleman. He is not 
in order in pursuing that. line of argument. 
I again ask him to confine his remarks to 
the question before the Committee. 

Mr. I300KER did not desire to disagree 
with the Chairman's ruling, but the issue was 
such a gnwe one in the interests of the 
people involved, that the discussion had a 
wide bearing upon the issue. That was why 
they wcm unable to carry out what the 
Premier said they could carry out under 
present conditions. \Vhen the Premier was 
asked to answer certain specific questions in 
regard to the sugar industry, he repeatedly 
used that plagiarised term " the matter has 
been duly considered," or something of that 
sort. But there had been no information 
from the Premier at any time that gave to 
the sugar-growers and millers anv indication 
of what the Government was about to do. 
For two or three months men interested in 
the industry had not known what they were 
going to do. The same thing applied also 
in connection with the meat export business. 
The Premier was subtle all the time. Mem
bers of th<l Opposition could get no informa
tion about the State cattle stations. The 
Government had involved the State to 
£600,000 or £700,000 alrcadv, and it was 
generally understood they we're going up to 
a million of money in this direction. If the 
Premier -was going in for cattle-raising, 
naturally the corollary was they would go 
in for sheep, goat, and pig-raising. The 
Premier and his friend Dr. Jekyll-it was 
Su~1day, Mr. Hyde; Monday, Dr. Jekyll; 
Fnday, Dr. Jekyll; Saturday, Mr. Hyde; 
no none knew who was responsible for the 
business of the country--whether it was the 
Premier or th" Minister for Lands-those, 
gentlemen, backed up by the supporters of 
the Government, had involved the State 
already to the extent of £700,000, and it was 
generally understood they intPnded to extend 
their op0rations\ and possibly before they 
went out of power, in eighteen months, the~· 
would leaYe on the shoulders of the men who 
had to carry on subsequently great responsi
bility. The Government had entered into 
those undertakings without taking the House, 
or the country, into their confidence. Out
side the junta nobody knew anything about 
the transactions. Two of those transactions, 
anyhow, had not been profitable. No man 
spending his own money with a view to work
ing those properties profitably would put 
the amount of moncv into them that the 
Government had. Ta.ke l\1ount Hutton, for 
instance. He know the country pretty well. 
There were a certain number of cattle there 

of a class that were no more worth £7 a 
head than the Premier was worth £2,000 a 
year to run a cattle station or any other 
kind of business. Those transactions had 
been discussed right through the pastoral 
circles of Queensland, by me11 who knew 
something about it. and he had never heard 
any man sav that £7 5s. a head was a value 
that the Go.vcrnmcnt should have given. It 
was " over the odds " altogether. It was an 
obligation on the Government--the Premier, 
or his collaborator in this business. Dr. 
Jckyll-should giYe the House·and the people 
o[ Queensland, who were resp~msibl(] for the 
money involved, the fullest mformahon. 

The bell indicated that portion of the hon, 
member's time had expired. 

Mr. I300KER: He would take a further 
fh·o minutes. The Premier and the Minister 
for Public Lands should be absolutely candid 
about the transaction, so that the people 
would know exactly what the position was 
and the extent to which the country was 
innllv·ed. The same applied to the meat 
transactions. Possibly, on Tuesday he would 
put a question to the Minister for Public 
Lands to get a definite reply. but it was 
generally stated in circles that understo?d 
the business that the Government was m
volv·ed to the tune of 1,500 tons of brisket 
beef stocked in the cold stores in Queens
land some of it hawked about the Southern 
Stat~s, which they had purchased, or com
mandeered. at a price, and they could not 
sell it at that price. At the same time that 
meat was filling space in the cold storec that 
was making it further unprofit~ble, and when 
the transaction was completed 1t would prove 
to be yery unprofitable. And who had to 
stand it? The general taxpayer. It was one 
of those many instances where the Govern
ment wore not qualified to deal with these 
bio- commercial undertakings. The deeper 
th~ Premier was entering into these under
takino-s-controlling the production of the 
count~v controlling the distribution of the 
product~ of the country-the loss to the 
general community would be the greater. 

Mr. GUNN: Ho did not know the discus
sion would extend as far as it had on this 
particular vote, or he would have been 
bette1; prepared. There were one or two 
things he would like some information about. 
One was this wonderful copper deaL They 
heard remarks about it in the papers, but 
surelv to goodness it was important enough 
that 'they should have a statement from the 
Premier as to what had been done and what 
was going to be done. Whil.e the hon. mem
ber for 1\IIurrumba was speaking, the Premier 
asked if he had anything·to do with a cop
per company. lf so, he supposed he _was to 
be ostracised under the Act the Prenum· was 
going to pass. It was ther':'fore dang<;rous 
to say whether you wore mterested m a 
copper mine or not. for fear you would be 
thrown out of the House. He thought it all 
to a man's credit to be connected with any
thing that was going to. put th" industries of 
Queensland in a better cond1t10n.. He was 
not a director, nor had he anythmg to do 
with any mine, unfortunately. (Laughter.) 
It was 'fortunat" for himself but unfortu
nate for the State, because, if he h.id been 
in a mine, the State would have got h~s 
monev and he would have got the expen
ence. ·' He represented a district that had 
copper mmes in it. The Premier said just 
now that some gentleman would agree to 
supvly so many tons of copper to the Imperial 

Mr. Gu1bn.] 
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Government on condition that he got certain 
railway connections. That was his trouble; 
he wanted railway connection. 

Mr. KIRWAN: Where is the mine in your 
.cJistrict~at Texas 'I 

Mr. GL:Nl\i: There was a copper, lead, 
and siher mine at Texas. lt was worked 
for hYenty years with very good results. 
Before the \Yar broke out, as thev all knew, 
mixed ore was only bought bv' Germanv. 
and since the war broke out that market 
was shut down, and now the mine was closed 
because it was not able to sell its products. 
i:lince then arrangements had been made in 
the old country whereby mixed ores could 
be got rid of in Great Britain. The Donham 
GovPrruncnt, in its \Yisdmn, passed a rail
way-and it passed without a single dis
sentient Yoice through this Chamber~with 
the intention of keeping that mine going. 

The PREil!lER: How much copper can they 
produce per annum? 

Mr. GUNN: It was not so much copper as 
lead. It was a mixed ore, but there was a 
considerable amount of lead, silver, copper, 
and zinc. There were thousands of tons of 

slag now at the surface, which, 
[8.30 Il.ln.] if the railway were there, could 

be smelted and the metal in it 
would be of great vaJue to Great Britain at 
the present 'time. Other railways had been 
gone on with since that railway was pas~ed. 
"'ot only would the construction of that rail
way open up the mine and reinstate a town 
of about 500 inhabitants, but it would open 
up for returned soldiers some of the finest 
country in Queensland, all Government land, 
and available for resumption at any time. 
The GoYernment had turned that line down, 
and yet they were able to spend £500,000 
in the purchase of ea ttle stations. If the 
Government had not purchased those stations 
t.ho number of cattle would have increased 
just the same, fats would have been turned 
off just the same, and the Imperial Govern
ment would have got their share just the 
same, and the world would have been just 
as well of!'; whereas, if the railway to Texas 
had been constructed, a considerable amount 
more wealth- would have been produced. 
The Government were putting money on the 
Estimates for State hotels, for insurance com
panies, a.nd for all sorts of things, yet they 
neglected to construct a railway that would 
give communication to a town and reinstate 
a mine of untold wealth to the Common
wealth. 

The graziers had found it very inconvenient 
for the Chief Secretary's Department to con
trol the export of stock. The stock inspectors 
were employed by the Department of Agri
culture, and when a grazier applied for per
mission to send stock out of the State he had 
to go to the Chief Secretary's Department, 
.and often there was a great deal of delay 
in getting an answer. He knew of cases 
where cattle had been hung up three or 
four weeks along the border owing to the 
want of co-ordination between the two de
partments. It would be far better if the 
Chief Secretary's Department took over the 
control of the whole Stock Department or 
else the Agricultural Department left to con
trol the whole thing. It was very difficult 
to get on with two ma.sters. Although the 
price of stock had gone up, many settlers 
had lost a considerable number of stock 
owing to the drought, and the increased price 

[Mr. Gunn. 

of meat was not going to recompense them 
for what they had lost. He had a letter last 
week from a cocky in his electorate, who had 
lost practically three parts of his herd, and 
he wrote as follows:-

" This is the cow with the crumpled horn, 
All the others are dead and gone ; 
The steer, the bullock, the bull, the stag, 
HaYe wilted and died under union's rag. 
Queensland's industry, export of beef, 
Under union rule has come to grief; 
And nothing is left of its riches now 
But just one tuberculosis cow. 
Pray, Mr. Red-rag Ryan and Co .. 
Let us poor cattlemen kindly know, 
Have we vainly struggled and come 

through drought, 
Just to gAt onr final and last knock-out? 
Will the greedy eye and the greasy hand 
Of the unionist, settle the men on the 

land: 
Or will you give us some quick relief, 
And let us get paid fair price for our 

beef, 
Or arc we to end as I said just now~ 
Where che red rag waves o'er the last 

dead cow?" 

(Loud laughcer.) ·when his constituents 
could write poetry like that, things were 
verv serious with them. (Continued laugh
ter.) The embargo on stock crossing the 
border was a very serious thing. 'l'he only 
market for the cattle along the border had 
been Adelaide. The people there had 
used that market eYer since they took up 
their runs, but now it had been cut away 
from them and the whole o.f the cattle 
jammed throu~h the American 1Ieat Cam
pally down th~ riyer. Who was getting t'oe 
benefit of that' The workers were gettn:g 
good pay from the American Meat Co,npany, 
and if they were going to pass out solicitors 
who acted on hehalf of that company why 
should they not also pass out men who g;ot 
employment from the company? Capital 
that came from America was just as. good as 
capital that came from any other part of the 
\\·or!d. They should all welcome capihl, :;e
cause eapital w.1S only stored wealth, and if 
they could introduce stored wealth into Queens
land it would b" a good thing for the State. 
Monopolies were a curse, but so far there 
had been no monopolies in Queensland Ol' in 
Australia, with the exception of the tobacco 
monopoly, and the tobacco monopoly was 
thought no end of by the Labour party. 

Mr. SW.'\ YXE: \\'hen speaking previously 
he had endeayoured to elicit from the Pre
rnier somf) infonnation aR to how he proposed 
to put the sugar industry on an export basis. 

Mr. ::\1.:\ Y rose to a point of order. Were 
th.ey t.o havn a dcbato in regard to sugar 
going on evorla>tingly evo!iiY day they came 
into the House? 

The CHAIRMAN: Order' The hon. mem
ber will not be in order in discussing the 
sugar industrv on thir; yote. I called the 
hon. member 'for vVide Bay to order ,for dis
cussing that question. 

Mr. SvYAY!'\E said the matter he wiohcd 
to discuss ""s in connection with the PJ·e
mier's trip home. He ha-d in his hand a 
paper published in London which sho.wed the 
Premier's photograph as large as hfe, and 
he proposed to deal with the hon. gentle
man's utterances on other subjects besides 
sugar. He wished to elicit from the Premier 
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·what he did during his trip home, and he 
thought the report in the paper covered it. 
He was naturally very anxious to know how 
the Premier propose-d to put the sugar indC~s
try on an export basis. According to the 
report thE hon . .gentleman said-

" Not only are our railways State 
owned, but we h~we our State sugar
mills, and the "ugar industry is -develop
ing· nory rapidly. Questions affeetiug 
that industry are among those that I 
lwve come ,;\'er to discuss with the lrn
perjal Gove!'nln(mt." 

He just wished to ask the Premier what 
,quest~on in connection w·ith the sugar indus
·try it was desired to discuss with the Im
lJBrial Government---

" \Vi thin a year or two I anticipate 
that we shall increase our supply of sugar 
beyond the requirements of Australia. 
Queensland is also the main meat-produc
ing State of Australia, and we were 
-the first to place our entire meat export 
at the disposal of the Home Government 
on the outbreak of the war. \Ve are 
undertaking the control of cattle runs 
":ith a view to cheapening the cost of 
hvmg. 

"In fact, >Ye are extending State enter
prise as far as we can go, because by 
that means alone can we get effective 
control of tho ultimate cost of commodi
ties to the consumer. \Ve have started 
a State butcher's shop, which has already 
had the effBct of reducing the price of 
meat. Starting with one establishment, 
we have now four more at the principal 
<JBntros, but we have not finished yet. If 
we ,·cmain in power we shall go a good 
-deal further in that direction, and we 
shall soon have to consider the setting 
up of a commission to control these and 
other State enterprises. 

"Then we have State sawmills which 
have brought down the cost of' timber 
for Government uses by 10 pBr cent., and 
for. private cOJ;sumers by 5 per cent., 
besides preventmg a threatened rise in 
price all round. \Ve have State insur
ance, a public trustee-we called him the 
'Public Curator'-and State coalmines. 
I hope it will not be long before we reach 
the State ownership of shipping. I 
think it would have been a good thing if 
the whole tonnage of Britain had been 
commandeered on the outbreak of the 
war. That would have kept down the 
scandalous high freights which now pre
vail here." 

GOYERN}IE::\'T MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. SWAY:'\E: As regards this ad,·ertisc
ment of our sociaJistic policy, we were told 
that one of the objects of the hon. gentle
man's visit was to encourage the investment 
of private capita.! in Australia. We wanted 
to see our rnines opened up, new enterprises 
started, and our resources developed ; but 
were such utterances calculated to induce 
people to comc.to Australia and invest money 
on their own account? The hon. gentleman 
might have told the people of England in con
nection with State insurance that the Govern
ment had virtually confiscated the business of 
all competitors in one branch of that industry. 
As far as his utterance was an advertise
ment of Queensland as a field for the invest
ment of capital, the hon. gentleman could 
not have been a worse advertisement to the 
old country. At any rate, he hoped the hon. 

gentleman would tell the Committee how he 
proposed to put the sugar industry on an 
export basis. 

Mr. BARNES: This vote had been very 
well discussed, but not too well or too fully 
discussed. because so many matters arose out 
of it. No one could cavil at the increased 
expm1diture of something under £1,000 in 
connection with the vote. Nor did he ca.vil 
at the expenditure which took place last 
year. when the vote was exceeded by £3,000, 
if the things which were indicated in the 
various speer-hes made by the Premier were 
realised. If business to the extent of 
£5,000,000 was going to result from the 
copper transaction, which the hon. gentleman 
said he had a.rranged, then the amount ex
pended on that visit would be a mere fiBa
bite. \Vhat thev desired to know was when 
that agreement "was to take effect. If it was 
tc culmina to in two years, then about 25 per 
cent. of the time had already gone, and they 
were not aware as to whether any copper 
had yrt left Queensland in fulfilment of the 
agreement. \V as the country likely to be 
pena.lised in the event of failure to complete 
the contract Y A contract had been entered 
into to supply a certain quantity of copper, 
and hB should like to know what would be 
the result if that copper was not supplied. 
\Vas there any arrangement for a given 
quantity to be supplied per month. As far 
as hon. members knew, only one man had 
indicated that he could supply 5.000 tons 
per annum. Possibly other persons had made 
similar intimations, and it would be well if 
the House and the country were advised of 
any contracts which were likely to be entered 
into. 

The PREMIER: For whose information do 
you want to know if there is a penalty 
attached? You want to know how far we 
can be squeezed, I suppose? 

Mr. BARNES: Not at all. 

The PRE)f!ER : I did not make such an 
arrangement as that. I am not squeezable 
in this matter; your friends will not be able 
to squeeze nw. 

Mr. BARNES: That was just what he 
wanted to get out. 

The PRE:\IIER: Well, you can tell them that 
vou cannot squeeze the Government of 
Queensland. 

Mr. BARNES: The hon. gentleman had 
told him all he wanted to know. The Pre
mier had an open order that if he could pro
vide 48 000 tons of copper within a given 
period l~e could do so, but if he was not a_ble 
to do that, the bargain wou)d be off. Seemg 
that six months of the hme had already 
elapsed, it followed that the 48,000 tons of 
copper had dwindled down to some 36.000 
tons, and tbat the longer they were before they 
commenced to execute the order the less copper 
they would have to supply. That was w~at 
he wanted to know-not whether the Premier 
wa.s squeezable or not. They know that the 
hon. gentleman was not squeezable, and that 
he could be firm if he liked. The hon. mem
ber for Mirani, in referring to this matter, 
forgot to mention one thing, and that was 
that at the very time that the hon. gentle
man was addressing people in England and 
telling thorn that they had altogether wrong 
ideas with regard to the Labour party, that 
that partv was sometimes charged with con
fiscating things, and that it was foreign to 

. Mr. Barnes.] 
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the idea of the Government or the Labour 
party to do such naughty things-(Govern
ment laughter)-the whole of the accident 
insurance business of Queensland had been 
confiscated by the Government. 

The PREoiiER: Representatives of the in
surance companies waited on me in London. 
They did not squeeze me, though. It doesl).'t 
matter, so long as you do not say they can 
squeeze n1o_ 

Hon. J. TOLoiiE: They can squeeze· you 
all right if they go the right way about it. 

Mr. BARNES: Just a word or two about 
the meat l;msipes_s. They had been informed 
that certam bus1hess would result when the 
war was over in connection with the ship
ment Df meat to America. Had any condi
tions been laid down with respect to that 
meat? \Vas it for the use of the people of 
America, or was it likely to find its way to 
Germany? -

Mr. COLLINS: ~hat is what happened when 
your party "\VOre In po\ver. 

Mr. BAR::\ES: Nearly every week during 
the life of that Parliament the hon. member 
for Fitzr~'Y had asked ot question· regar-ding 
the quantlty of meat that was sent to America 
by the Denham Government, and which, the 
hon. member alleged, had found its way to 
Germany. That meat was sold prior to the 
war. 

Hon. J. A. FmELLY: Seven million pounds 
left after the war. 

Mr. BARNES : There was .a sorrv time 
coming for the Pr0micr if the big driving 
force in the corner learned that the hen. 
gentleman was allowing meat from Queens
land to fmd its way to Germanv. He would 
leave the hon. gentleman t; the tender 
mercies of the hon. member for Fitzrov who 
blamed the pr~vious . Gover'?-ment for 's~lling 
meat to Amenca whwh ultimately found its 
way to Germany. 

:Mr. H. L. HARTLEY: You ought to state 
what I did say. I said it was consigned to 
Germany, but was seized in London and 
confisc~tted by or-der of the Prize Court. 

Mr. BARNES : It was sold to America· 
it might have been ·diverted thence to Ge;
many; but he wanted to know if in connec
tion with the meat business that was to 
eventuate after the war, the country was 
properly protected, if the ideas of the hon. 
member for Fitzroy had been respected or 
if there \Vas any likelihood of the meat fin'ally 
reaching Germany. 

Mr. H. L. HARTLEY: You can trust the 
Premier to take care of that. 

Mr. GUNK: Early in the session he asked 
what amount of money was held by the 
Government in connection with cattle sub
ject to the embargo on stock crossing the 
border. He was told that the case was sub 
judice, though he did not know what that 
had to do with it. After the case was decided 
he asked a question with reference to the 
money that the Government held in connec
tion with the stock that had crossed the 
bordN, and he was asked to give notice fop
a return. He gave notice for a return and 
he was still no further ahead. A con~ider
otble number of stock had gone over the 
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border-not fat stock-some of them poor 
breeding ewes. In many cases people living 
in -districts in New South vVales where the 
drought was much worse than it was in 
Queensland had sent their stock into Queens
land for agistment, and, when they were 
being taken back to Xew South Wales the 
mvncrs had to pa v 10s. a head on their cattle 
and 6d. a head- on their sheep. All thai. 
money was held by the Queensland Govern
ment, and he did not think it right that any 
monev should be held bv the Treasurer or 
by th'e Chief Secretary that did not appear 
in an,· of the Treasurer's returns. Whenever 
he had sought information on the subject 
he had been sidetracked, and, for all he 
knew, there might be enough money held 
by the Government in that way to account 
for the Treasurer's surplus. 

Hon. J. TOLo!IE: Moro. 

:'\fr. GUNN: The people of Queensland' 
were entitled to know how much money the 
Government held in that way. They ought 
to know whether the Government intended 
grabbing it and making use of it to show. a 
profit on their State butchers' shops. vVhat
ever use was to be made of it, the people 
of Queensland were entitled to know all 
about it. 

The PREMIER : During a somewhat desul
tory discussion, hon. members opposite had 
discussed a great many matters which might 
have easilv been -discussed on other votes. 
However. he was glad to see that the Chair
man gave hon. members the latitude he did, 
bPcause it proved they had no criticism to 
level against the vote that was actually 
before the Committee. 'fhe leader of the 
Opposition had le·d off by asking about th& 
copper arrangement which was made by him 
(Mr. Ryan) with the Imperial Government 
when he was in London. On several occa
sions he had made it perfectly clear-at all 
events. to the intelligent section of the elec
tors of Queensland-what the nature of that 
arrangement was. He pointed out that when 
the Government came into power they were 
impressed with the fact that thei·e were cer
tain copper propositions in Queensland which 
were not being worked and which ought to 
be worked. The difficulty in· getting thorn 
started was the absence of an assured market 
with a guarantee for a sufficiently long period 
at a satisfactory price. He made represen
tations to the Commonwealth Government 
on the matter in August, 1915, and he re
ceived the reply that they would consider 
the matter. 

Hon. J. TOL1HE: What ! Is that where you 
learned the expression? (Laughter.) 

The PREMIER: Apparently, they had 
been considering it ever since. It was not 
until he went to London that he was able to 
make any arrangement in the direction th& 
Government ·desired. Thev desired to have 
an assurance for persons ~ho would produce 
copper that they would have an assured 
market for an extende-d period. In order to 
meet that desire the Imperial Government 
gave the necessary guarantee, covering a 
period of two years ending in September. 
1918, at a pri~~ not exceeding £105 a ton. 

Mr. FORSYTH: In London or here? 
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The PREMIER: C.i.f. London. Thev con
sidered that that was the utmost extent to 
which they could go. They were desirous 
that as much copper as possible should be 
produced from British possessions in ordet 

to preveut the American copper 
[9 p.m.] kings from demanding ex· 

orbitant prices, which they were 
doing, and which they were still doing. He 
thought that £105 per ton of copper, c.i.f. 
London, was a reasonable price, even under 
the circumstances of the present tin1e, and 
he di~ r10t think ~t should be the policy of 
a.ny Governrnent 111 overseas possessions to 
extract as much as they possibly could from 
the Imperial Treasury for the supply of 
material to carry on this war. 

Mr. FoRSYTH: \Vhere is the copper? 

The PREMIER: He was satisfied that if 
they put their shoulders to the wheel in 
Queensland that amount of copper could be 
supplied during the period mentioned · but 
if they had some companies that were 'deter: 
mined not to produce copper, they would not 
be able to do what he had set out to do. 

Hon. J. TOLMIE: You are ruining all the 
industries. 

The PRE:\UER : He was satisfied that the 
arrangement had alreadv had the effect of 
attracting a good deal 'of attention to the 
development of the propositions to which he 
had referred, and he was hopeful that when 
September, 1918, came round, Queensland 
would have supplied a great portion of that 
amount. (Hear, hear ~) It was not suggested 
that Queensland was bound to supply 48,000 
tons of copper, but that was the limit and 
the part that was binding on the Quem{sland 
Government was that they would make 
reasonable efforts to see that the cor,per was 
produced from such propositions as he had 
referred to. 

Mr. FORSYTH: vYhat efforts have been 
made? 

The PREMIER : He had made a good 
many efforts, but it was not open to him to 
make a statement with regard to some of 
them. He knew that hon. members opposite 
-who were really the mouthpieces of some 
of the copper companies in Australia-would 
be very anxious to know exactly what steps 
he had taken 111 regard to the matter. There 
had been quite a thirst on the part of hon. 
members opposite for information- with 
regard to Chillagoe this evening. As far 
a' Chillagoe was concerned, he just wanted 
to couect one misstatement that had come 
from hon. members opposite. Chillagoe did 
not close down on account of the war; Chilla
goe was closed down before the war broke 
out, and the Chillagoe Company had 
intimated to the Queensland Government 
before the war broke out that they could not 
-and,_ moreover, that they would not-appeal 
to the1r shareholders for more capital· that 
they ,were looking- to the Government 'to do 
its part. Certain negotiations have been 
carried on with respect to Chillagoe, and 
"hen these negotia.tions have been completed 
one way or the other, the Government would 
be prepared to malu~ a,n announcernent 
rPgarding them. He wished to add that with 
regard to copper, and with regard to Chilla
goe, the Government were determined to see 
that the interest' of the people of Queens
land were protected in this, matter. 

GOVERN>IENT ~IE:viBERS: Hear, hear ! 

The PREMIER: Reference had been made 
to the question of the supply of moat for 
America, and to the dealings which were 
carried on by him while he was in the United 
States of Amt'rica, from the time ho landed 
at San Francisco to the time he left that 
city on his way back. The first question 
referred to by the leader of the Opposition 
was with regard to steel rails, and the hon. 
member suggested that he had said that he 
arranged for the supply of steel rails that 
were necessary for Queensland. He never 
made any such statement. The statement 
he made was quoted by the hon. member 
for Burnctt, when he referred to a certain 
contract which was made by the latc Den· 
ham Government, with regard to the supply 
of some thousands of tons of steel rails to the 
Queensland Government by the American 
Steel Corporation. Ho might say that the· 
contract which was made bv the late Go· 
vcrnment with the American' Steel Corpora
tion was against the advice of the Queens· 
land engineers in London, who were in 
favour of giving the contract to a British 
flrm. Ho\YeYcr, a contract 'vas 1nade, ~he
war broke• out. and there was some difficulty 
with regard to the obtaining of freight to 
bring those rails to Queensland, and the 
American Steel Corporation made certain 
requests to the Government with regard to an 
allowance on the freight that would have to 
be paid to bring the rails to Queensland. 
One of those requests was received in Queens
land after he sailed from Sydney. A c<;m· 
munication came from London to tho Actmg· 
Premier-Mr. Thcodorc·-and he communi· 
cated with ·him (Mr. Ryan) by cable to 
San Francisco in regard to the matter
that was as to the request of the American 
Steel Corporation to allow them £1 lls. 6d. 
per ton extra freight on those rails. They 
said it was costing them twice that amount 
in extra freight, and they were asking the 
Queensland Government to pay half. He 
received that cable when he landed in. San 
Francisco. also a telegram from the Presi· 
dent of the American Steel Corporation in 
New York, advising him that the Vice· 
President would call upon him with regard 
to the matter. He told that gentleman that 
the corporation had made a contract at a 
price, and the Queensland Government 
expected them to carry it out. The Vice
Pre:ident informed him that a steamer-the· 
"·westmeath," he thought--was lying at New 
York, with space to load those rails for
Queensland. but they were not loading them 
until thev knew whether the Queensland Go
Yernment would agree to the proposed altera· 
tion of the arrangement. He (Mr. Ryan[ 
informed him that the Queensland Govern
ment expected them to load the rails, if the· 
spe.ce was there, and the;: would have to· 
lc.ave the question of the extra freight to be 
decided afterwards. \Vhen he went to New 
York, the representative of the Steel ~or· 
poration oaw him there. In the meanbme, 
tho;e rails had been shipped on that steamer 
for Queensland, and were landed at Rock· 
hampton. There- was no allowance b:v the 
Queensland Government on account of any
extra freight; the American Steel Corpora· 
tion were held to their contract. That was 
the whole matter with regard to steel rails 
in America. He saw that they carried out 
their contract in evcrv detail. The Opposi
tion had now got so~e information which 
they did not wish to elicit, that was tlje fact 
that the late Government made that contract 

Hon. T. J. Ryan.] 
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with the American Steel Corporation, against 
the advice of their own engineer in London, 
who wanted to give it to a British firm. 

Mr. FoRSYTH: A very good thing-we got 
the rails all the same-was it not? (Govern
ment laughter.) • 

The PREMIER: It was just as well to 
kno1v th·at the lato Government, instead of 
giving a contract to ·a British firrn gaYo 1t to 
the A1neri~an Steel Corpor.ation-agaiust the 
advice of their own officers 

GOVERN:IIEN1' MEMBERS : Hear, he~u ! 

The PRK:'\liEH : The arrangement with 
regard to inducing the Oceanic Steamship 
Company to make Brisbane a port of c··dl 
had been refCI'rcd to. Before ho left Br;e. 
bane he CX)WCSsed the opinion tint Brisba"e 
should bo made the first port of call and i.he 
l.Ust port of departure on the San _F\·anclsco
Australia mail senicc, because Queenshnd 
'"Tas nearer to Plan FrancisC'O than Svdn,.v. 
He was under the impression the leador ;-,f 
the Opposition had stated that. he should not 
have to go to Sydney to get on board a 
steamer to San Fruncisco. but that he should 
be able to get on board at Pinkenba. He 
went into the question when in San Fran
cisco with the representative of that company. 
But before he referred to that, he might say 
that for some months before he left, the 
representative of the company in Sydney 
contPndcd that the Qtwensland Govermneut 
should pay £1,000 per steamer in the VI ay of 
subsidy to induce the company to make Bris
bane a port of call. The Government Wl're 
against the policy of granting subsidies, and 
conscqueutly would not entertain that pro
posal. vVhen he went to San Francisco he 
discu"~d it with the company there and they 
advised him that they were under a contract 
to occupy only a certain number of days in 
going from San Francisco t0 Sydney, calling 
at Honolulu and Pango Fango, and unlce8 
they could get an additional day added to~ 
the contract time. they would not be able to 
make Brisbane the first and last port of call. 
They also referred to the fact that they would 
require subsidies for the additional mile•.tgo 
at the same rate at which thev recei 1·ed 
subsidies from the United States Government 
on their outward run to Sydne.v. On his way 
back he went to Washington for the specific 
purpose of seeing the United States Post
mca8tPr-GeJwral. Mr. Burle,<m. He saw hnn 
person>ally and explained the position-that 
Brisbane was the nearest port to San Fran
cisco, and that it would shorten the l11ail trip 
from London via San Francisco by a day, 
and asked him if he would make those c,on
ces5ions to the company. He promised that 
they would grant the extra d,ay and that Le 
was favourable to gr.anting them two doll;crs 
a mile subsidy on the extra mileage. which 
would run into something like £20() per 
steamer. All those things were ·done on 
account of the representations which he made 
at \Vashington. vVhen that was reported to 
the company they said that, whether they ,1id 
it immediatelv or not. there was no doubt 
that in a very short time. in ,-iew of those 
concessions, they would make Brisbane a port 
of call. Since his return thev had agnin 
taken up the matter. with the suggestion 
that the prono,ed £1,00() subsidy should be 
reduced to £500. That also had been de
dined hy the Government, but the company 
pointed out ~that it would only be necessary 
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whilst the war was on, because afterwards 
they would get sufficient trade to enable 
them to make Brisbane tho first and last port 
of call. He was hopeful that it would not 
be very long before they "·ould find those 
ships conlin~ into Pinkenba. rrhe Dnly other 
remark he wished to make in regard to t:1at 
matter was that thev were not a German
Dutch line. Thev ,; ere an American line 
subsidised by the 'United Stutos Government 
to carry mails, and if they were g-oo·d enough 
to carry mails from San Francisco to Sydney, 
surely they were good enough to call in at 
Brisbane and carry passengers end cavr;o 
and mails to and from Queensland. It 
would mc,an .a large increase in the number 
of passengecs, which would benefit Brisbane 
to a comidcrable extent. Thev >YOuld alw 
be able to take cargo a way, of \vool or meat, 
direct to San Francisco. And he belie\'e-d 
that in IIonolulu there was a good rnarket 
for meat and also for <lair,\- produce. So 
far as meat "as concerned, he pointed out 
when in London, that the whole of th0ir 
meat supplies from Queensland we>rc to be 
foJ' the use of the Imperial Government. He 
never suggested that they should have a 
t•·ade in meat with America \Yhile the war 
was on. He knew that the Btitish Govern
ment wanted it, for the us<' of the Imperwl 
troops, and the civilian population. 'The only 
exception was in regard to meat supplied to 
the United States troops in the PhiJ.ippines. 
Hon. members seeme·d so full of the subject 
that was discussed by the House on the 
preYious day, the question of pxcluding repre
sentatives of monopoly and alien companies 
from seats in Parliament, that they contended 
that because that wa,, the attitude of tl1e 
Government. the Government should also be 
against having any trade with the Un;ted 
States of America. , He woul.cl like to point 
out for the information of hon. members that 
there was a very vast difference between 
encouraging trade in n1cat from Queensland 
to San Francisco. if thcv had .a surplus, and 
<1l J owing the beef trust t'o govern them. 

GovERK:l1ENT ME~IBERS : Hear, hear,.! 

The PREMIER: It was an entirely dif
ferent matter to allow the representatives 
to have a seat in Parliament and use their 
advantage in the House for the purpose of 
gaining advantages for the companies they 
represented. 

Hon ,J. TounE: Whitewash ! 

The PREMIER: It was not a case of 
whitewashing. He had made certain charges 
in the House that certain persons were the 
representatives of monopolies and alien com
panies. There was nothing to be proved, be
cause hon. members opposite had admitted it. 
They had, in fact, taken up the attitude that 
they were going to defend it. Of course, 
they would not give their real reasons-be
ea use it was likely to cut into their friends 
and the people they represented. For ex
ample, the leader of the Opposition last night 
was moving a lot of amendments on the 
Insurance Bill, and he had a whole brief 
by his side prepared on behalf of insurance 
companies. The hon. member for Mm-rumba 
spoke on behalf of co-operative companies. 
It was a remarkable confession of incon
sistencY that saw no difference between advo
cating' trade betweEm a great Commonwealth 
like Australia and a great Commonwealth 
like America, and allowing the American 
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Beef Trust to rule them in Parliament. The 
hon. member for Mirani referred to the ques
tion of sugar. ·when he was in London he 

, took _advantage of any suitable opportunity 
to brmg before the people the vast resource" 
and great opportunities that were afforded 
in Queensland for settlement. The hon. 
member for ·Mirani had read out some of his 
remarks from a journal. He would find that 
be said in London exactly what he had heard 
from him when he was sitting in Opposi
tion, and what he bad heard when he was 
sitting on the Government benches. There 
was no difference. He was showing what the 
policy of t~.e Government was, and what the 
resources of Queensland were. The occasions 
on which he referred to sugar were occa
sions when they were considering the whole 
policy of the trade relations inside the Em
pire, and he advocated that they should 
endeavour to get markets within the Empire, 
because they had the experience when war 
broke out that Germany at once prohibited 
the export of any sugar, in order to starve 
c,ut Great Britain. He therefore contended 
that within the British Empire they should 
develop as much sugar land as would be able 
to maintain the Empire with sugar. 

Mr. SwAYNE: You mean, to put it on a 
good footing. 

The PREMIER: He was advocating that 
the Empire should not be caught in the same 
position in which she was caught at the out
break of wa.r by allowing herself to be 
dependent on Germany as a sugar producer. 
He pointed out that in Queensland an extra 
250,000 tons o£ sugar could easily be pro
duced annually. 

Mr. SwAYNE: Under good government. 

The PREMIER: Under good government, 
such as they had at present. (Hear, hear !) 
Everybody knew that it was only after the 
present Government came into power that 
any stable market was found for the sugar
grower in Australia, and an arrangement 
was made with the Commonwealth Govern
ment whereby the whole of the sugar crop 
of Queensland was made available at a better 
price than it had been made available before 
for the whole of the Commonwealth. An 
arrangement was entered into at the request 
o£ the growers and millers themselves, who 
thanked the Government for having made 
the arrangement, and asked them to make a 
similar arrangement again. (Hear, hear !) 
The Government did just exactly what they 
were asked to do, and they were taking the 
same action witli regard to the wheat farmers 
as they had taken with regard to the sugar 
farmers. They said to the wheat farmers, 
" Tell us what you want and we will do it. 
We will give you assistance." They were 
told by hon. members opposite that they were 
opposed to the man on the land, and that 
they did not consider the man on the land 
at all, but here they had an instance in 
regard to wheat when they told the farmers 
to come to some conclusion themselves, then 
come to the Government and ask for assist
ance, and the Government would help them 
in the same way as they had helped those in 
the sugar industry. The Government in
tended to contirrue to adopt that policy, not
withstanding the charges that might be 
levelled against them by hon. members oppo
site. After all, they were there representing 
the people of Queensland, and they must 
not take any notice of the little pinpricks 

levelled at them by the Opposition, or the 
bricks fired at them by hon. members oppo
site. They must not forget that they were 
there representing the interests of the whole 
of the people of Queensland. He was satis
fied that they would benefit the people in 
that way again. They had been asked about 
the sale of cattle in South Australia. All 
he could say in regard to that was that the 
Governments of the other States and the 
Commonwealth were anxious to obtain meat 
from Queensland. The Commonwealth Go
vernment wanted it for the troops, and 4,000 
tons of meat was supplied for the use of the 
Australian troops under contract to the Com
monwealth Government by the Queensland 
Government. The Government of South Aus
tralia had been most anxious to be supplied 
with meat, and they had allowed a certain 
number of cattle-he did not remember how 
many-to be sent to South Australia for 
the use of the South Australian Government. 
It was not possible for the Government to 
allow private individuals to promiscuously 
send cattle over the border to the other 
States, because there was no control over· it, 
but they could easily control it when it wa~ 
a matter of one Government dealing wit~ 
another. The most important feature of the 
whole of the stock embargo business was 
the attitude of the friends of hon. members 
opposite-the Pastoralists' Association-the 
gentlemen who were prepared to make every 
sacrifice for the Empire when the Meat for 
Imperial Uses Bill was passed. Their re
presentative in the Legislative Council said, 
"We know that the markets of the other 
States will be closed to us, but that is a sac
rifice that we ought to be prepared to 
make." At that time they did not think that 
there was going to be any sacrifice, because 
the price of cattle was so high that they 
did not think that it would go much higher. 
However, as soon as the price of cattle went 
up in the South the members of the Pas
toralists' Association clubbed together, and 
through a widow, they brought an action 
against the Queensland Government to have 
the embargo placed on stock crossing the 
border declared illegal. Whenever the 
Colonial Sugar Refinery Company came up 
for discussion in Parliament they were always 
told about some widows who held shares in 
the company. These poor widows were 
alwavs referred to when they wanted to 
prot~ct the corporations and monopolies and 
alien companies. The same policy was car
ried out with regard to the stock embargo, 
and a widow brought an action against the 
Government. The lady was possessed of some 
propertv near the South Australian· border. 
He congratulated her on the fact that the 
costs of the case would not fall on her. He 
should be sorry indeed if the costs of that 
very expensive lawsuit did fall upon her. 
He was glad. to hear that the Pastoralists' 
Association were behind her, and that they 
would pay the costs incu:·red. He wa_s satis
fied that if the learned JUdge who tr1ed the 
case had had ample evidence that she would 
have to pay her own costs then he would not 
have given costs against her, and the Queens
land Government would not have asked for 
costs against her. (Hear, hear !) But, be
cause the Pastoralists' .Association, those 
patriots they heard so much about, who were 
prepared to make such a great sacrifi?e, that 
body of rich men, came forward m that 
secret way to attack the Government, the 
Government asked fDr costs and they got 
them. (Hear, hear !) He did not think he 

Hon. T. J. Ryan.] 
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had anything further to say in regard to 
the meat matter. The hon. member for Mur
rumba asked if the expenses of the Premier's 
trip to England were included in the inci
dental expenses. He could assure the hon. 
gentleman that that was so. The hon. mem
ber for Burnett brought up the question 
of the public servants working an extra half
hour each day from 4.30 p.m. to 5 p.m. It 
was well known that certain members of the 
public service had been called up for service 
and the work had to be carried on just th~ 
same. .Everybody knew that when a person 
was called into camp the principle estab
lished by the Commonwealth Government 
and other State Governments since the be
ginning of the war was that the person 
called up must rely on his military pay. He 
could not draw pay from the State Govern
ment or Commonwealth Government and 
military pay as well. There must be only 
one pay, and consequently no explanation was 
needed as to why these men did not receive 
pay from the State during the period they 
were called up. 

Mr. FoRSYTH: You had the amount on the 
Estimates just the same last year. 

The PREMIER: With regard to the ex
tension of the half hour for work, he was 
glad to be able to tell the House and the 
people of Queensland that the General Offi
cers' Association and the Professional Offi
cers' Association of the public service con
sidered the question of working an extra 
half hour from 4.30 to 5 p.m. at a meeting 
of the t'vo associations when it was resolved 
"That the action of the Government be 
acquiesced in without any remuneration." 
(Hear, hear!) 

Mr. FoRSYTH: That's all right. 

The PRE::YHER : Did anyone suggest that 
at such times as they were passing through· 
that people should not be prepared to rise 
to an emergency such as this and work an 
extra half hour in order to do the work that 
was necessary for carrying on the public 
works of the St'ate? He was very glad that 
the public serva.nts themselves were able to 
realise that, and he was sorry that an hon. 
member on the opposite side should be pre
pared to get up and say something he did 
not believe in in or·der to gain a little politi
cal capital from the public servants. 

GOVER.N:XIENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

HoN .. J. TOLMIE: He wanted some fur
ther information from the Premier with 
regard to his visit to England and America. 
He did not charge the Chief Secretary with 
having done anything out of the way in 
relation to the steel rail ·business in America. 

The PREi\IIER: But you find that I did do 
something out of the way by keeping them 
to their contract. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: He did not know that 
the Premier had done anything out of the 
way at ·all. Here was his own statement-

" One of my principal missions in San 
Francisco was in connection with the 
importation of st.eel rails from America 
to the State of Queensland and the two 
contracts made bv the late Administra-
tion there." ~ 

Judging from what the hon. gentleman said, 

[Hon. T. J. Ryan. 

with regard to the important mission to San 
Francisco and the steel rails contract, it took 
place when the hon. gentleman was half-way 
across. It met him when he arrive·d in San 
Francisco. Yet he wanted the Committee to 
believe, and the public to believe, that this 
matter had arisen before he left Queensland. 
Later on, what did the hon. gentleman say 
here-

" I think it now possible · that the 
grie,·ances which have arisen will be 
speedily removed and that the contract 
will be carried out satisfactorily." 

That was some trouble that arose after the 
Premier had left Queensland, and because 
he happened to be passing through, the Act
ino· Premier asked him to inquire into the 

" matter and settle it. But the hon. 
[9.30 p.m.] g·entleman adoptod quite a 

different attitude in relation to 
the matter. He wanwd the vublic of Queens
land to believe that the late Government had 
done something that was inimical to the 
State of Queensland, and that it was his 
grand mission to go across to . ..L\..n1erioa to 
settle all those difficulties. The hon. gentle
man also took a certain amount of credit to 
himself <tnd to his Government in relation 
to what he had done in the copper business. 
T.hev did not know a short time ago that 
the Copper business ·wa,s of such supremo iin
portance that it had now turne'd out to be. 
·when the Premier returned he did not tell 
the people of Queensl-and of what import
ance copper was and what possibilities lay 
bc!ore the people of Queensland in that re
spect. Let them see what the position was. 
'Tho quantity of copper produced in Que<:>ns
land in 1915, ac<:ording to the " ABC Statis
tics," 'vas 19,704 tons. In the year before 
that the 11roduction was 18,~36 tons, .and in 
tho vear before that 23.655 tons were pro
duced, which was the greatest production that 
had taken place in Queensland during the 
last ten years. That was not equa't to tiJ8 
amount that the hen. gentleman said he had 
made p.rovision for. The people who were 
dealing with copper mining ma,de their own 
arrangements in regard to the rest of the 
output, but what they expected from the Pre
mier after what he had told them was that 
the Gm~ernment were going to do something 
to induce the people to put their cocpital into 
the copper business in orckr that there might 
be increased productioll. 

A GOVERNMENT MEMBER: That is what they 
are doing. 

Hoor. J. TOLMIE: That was exactly the 
thing· they were not doing. Every <~ct of 
the Government had been in the ·directinn 
of destroying the confidence of those engaged 
in enterprises of various kinds. That being 
so peopln would not invest in enterprises,
an d the result was the depression in Queens
l<~nd to-day. 

"Yh. KIRWAN: Did you read the Statis
tic-ian's report? 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: He had re·ad the report 
issued bv the Secretarv for Public Works on 
the lOth of l<~st month dealing with the in
dustries ·in the State of Queensland, and 
pointing out how gloomy the position wes 
and how many thousands of men were finding 
a difficulty in getting employment. One 'lf 
the things they expected the Premier was 
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:going to do by the action he had taken in 
relation to copper was to relieve the distress 
in Queensland. The Premier told them that 
he went horne and n1ade an arrangernent with 
the Imperial Government to take 24,000 tons 
of copper at a price which at the present 
,time was below the market price. The l!n
perial Government would have the advant<1ge 
·of a lower price than the market price. and 
if during the next two or three years tnc 
market price fell then it would only equalise 
matters. \Vhat the Premier had to do was 
to pro·ducc the copper, and that he had not 
done; and he had not shown that the Govern
ment were in any way going to assist those 
engaged in the industry. If he did not do 
that all else he had done was simply failure. 
The Government were posing before the 
country and -saying, "\Ve are doing things 
to induce you to develop the State of Queens
land," when nothing of the kind was being 
done. ·The matter in connection with the 
sugar industry was just as great a. failure 
as all other matters the hon. gentleman had 
endeavoured to deal with. The produc:.ion 
was not what it ought to be, and those en
gaged in the industry were unable to carry 
it on, and for months and months the Pre
mier had seen the sugar industry wiltini' ; he 
had seen those who put thBir all in the mdus
try struggling to find bread for their families, 
and, although the Government might have 
interposed and done something for the sugar
growers, they had remained inactive the 
whole of the time, and then the hon. gentle
man ca-me to the Chamber <md said, " Look 
what we did in regard to the sugar industry. 
Look what we did in regard to copper. Are 
not we the producers' friends?" There were 
not three producers in ten in Queensland w·ho 
would have any consideration for the Govern
ment or any of their supporters if they 11ad 
an opportunity of dealing with them. 

Question put and passed. 

AGE:>T-GE;>rERAL FOR THE STATE. 

The PREMIER moved that £14,S60 be 
:granted for " Agent-General for the State." 
There .,-as a decrease in the vote of £830, 
which was principally due to the decreased 
amount spent in advertising. There were 
some small increases in accordance with 
regulations. 

Mr. FORSYTH said, although there was 
a decrease shown on the Estimates accord
ing to what was voted last year, that was 
not so far as the amount expended was 
concerned, as last year the Government did 
not spend anything like the amount voted. 
They only spent £12,000 instead of £15,000 
as voted. When discussing the matter last 
year he had said it was a great mistake to 
spend· money in advertising Queensland while 
the war vms on, and he was pleased to see 
that his advice had been acted on. Although 
£4,500 was put on the Estimates last year 
for advertising, only £1,800 had been spent, 
and still the Government put £3,000 on the 
Estimates for advertising this year. What 
was the good of advertising at the present 
time, more especially in connection with 
immigration? They did not want any immi
grants, and the Government should wait till 
the war was over before advertising, and 
thereby save a considerable sum of money. 

Mr. D. RYAN: Do you object to it being 
<Jut down? 

Mr. FORSYTH: No, he did not; he said 
the vote should be wiped· out. 

The PREMIER : It will not be used, prob
ably. 

Mr. FORSYTH: Then, why on earth was 
the amount on the Estimates? 

The PRE:\f!ER: You must leave a proper 
margin. 

J\Lr. FORSYTH: The money should not 
be spent, because we did not want to adver
tise the State at the present time as far as 
immigration was concerned. We should as 
far as possible cut out immigration until the 
war was over, when, no doubt, a great many 
people would want to come here, and· he 
would not object to seeing money voted to 
bring them to the State. According to the 
Auditor-General, Victoria cut down this vote 
to £1,200 last year, and New South Wales 
spent only £1,700. 

At a quarter to 10 p.m., 
Mr. FOLEY relieved the Chairman in the 

chair. 

Mr. FORSYTH: A number of people who 
were engaged in the war would naturally 
want to get back when the war was over to 
the billets they previously occupied, but a 
great many of those people would want to 
come to Australia, and he should be very 
gla-d to see them come here. However, he 
would not continue the discussion of this 
matter, .as he understood the Premier wished 
to adjourn the House. 

The PREMIER: No discourtesy was in· 
tended to the hon. member for Mm·rumba 
in the de~ire to adjourn. He would point 
out that the hon. member would have an 
opportunity of referring to immigration on a. 
subsequent vote. 

Mr. FORSYTH: It's all right. 
Question put and passed. 

The House resumed. The TE:IIPORARY 
CHAIR:l!AN reported progre•s, and the Com
mittee obtained leave to sit again on Tuesday. 

FISH SUPPLY BILL. 

RETURNED FROM COUNCIL. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of 
a message from the Conncil returning this 
Bill with amendments, in which they invited 
the concurrence of the Assembly. 

Ordered that the message be taken into 
consideration on Tuesday next. 

QUEENSLAND GOVERN:MEN'I' SAVINGS 
BANK BILL. 

RETURNED FROM COUNCIL. 

ThfJ SPEAKER announced the receipt of 
a message from the Council returning this 
Bill with amendments, in which they invited 
the concurrence of the Assembly. 

Ordered that the message be taken int<o 
consideration~ on Tuesday next. 

The House adjourned at six minutes tc; 
10 o'clock. 

Hon. W. McCormaclc.] 




