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LEGISLATIVE ASSElVIBL Y. 

THl'RSDAY, 16 ;\;OVEillBER, 1916. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. W. McCormack, Cairns)· 
took the chair at half-past 3 o'clock. 

QUESTIONS. 

MUSTER OF CATTLE ON MOUNT HUTTON 
STATION. 

Mr. PETRIE (1'oombul), in the absence of 
Mr. Morga.n, asked the Secretary for Public 
Lands-

" The number of stock actually 
mustered on Mount Hutton to date?" 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC L.I..NDS 
(Hon. J. M. Hunter, ">Iaranoa) replied-

" Owing to the reckless and misleading 
statements made by the honourable 
gentleman and one or two of his 
colleague' in respect to this matter, it 
would be injudicious to give any figures 
until the muster is completed." 

CosT OF BORING FOR OIL AT ROMA. 

Mr. ROBERTS (J<Jao~t 1'oowoomJfa) asked 
the Chief Secretary, for the Secretary for· 
Mines-

" ·what amount of money has been 
spent to date on the boring for oil at 
Roma-(1) machinery and plant ; (2) 
actual cost boring; (3) depth of bore?" 

The PREMIER (Hon. T. J. Ryan, Barcoo), 
for the Secretary for Mines (Hon. W. 
Hamilton) replied--

" 1. £12,140 14s. 7d.; (2) £2,787 5s. Sd. ; 
(3) 1,460 feet." 

ROCKHA;I!PTON TO BRISBANE MAIL TRAIN. 

Mr. H. L. HARTLEY (Jiitzroy) asked The· 
Secretary for Railways-

" 1. ·what was the number of passen­
gers for whom there was insufficient 
accommodation on the mail train running 
from Rockhampton to Brisbane on 
Monday last, the 13th? 

"2. Is it correct that an additional 
large carriage was put on at Gladstone to 
relieve the o\·ercrowding on the train, 
and still some passengers were not able 
to get berths? 

"3. Was any other alteration of the 
train subsequently necessary to cope with 
the passenger traffic between G laclstone 
and Brisbane? 

" 4. In view of the alleged insufficient 
accommodation on this train, will he 
make inquiries and advise the Railway 
Commissioner to restore one of the· 
reccntlv cancelled mail trains to the time­
table ~n this run or otherwise make 
better provision for the travelling public· 
by providing sufficient carriages and 
sleeping accommodation?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. J. H. Coyne, lVarrego) replied-

" 1. The exact number, if any, cannot 
now be ascertained. 
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"2. A carri<tge was added tcitho train 
at GJadstono, and all pas<engors wore 
comfortably seated from there. Three 
passengers were unable to get berths. An 
extra sloeping·ca r could not be run for 
only three passengers. At the present 
time :\ew South vValos and Victoria arc 
only running one sleeping-c:tr on each 
mail train, and when it is full, other 
passengers han> to do without sleeping 
berths ... 

" 3. Another carriage was added at 
Bnndaberg for Bundaberg passengers, 
and at Maryborongh additional carriages 
wore added. and the train run in two 
divisions from there. 

" 4. The question of restoration of ono 
of the rccentlv cancelled m"il trains will 
haYe considcr-;.tion when the coal strike 
is over.'' 

AREA OF \YHEAT 1)1 EAUH ELECTORAL DISTRICT. 

Mr. GUNN (Carnarvon), in the absence of 
Mr. Barnes, asked the Secretary for Agri· 
culture-

" 1. What is the area under wheat in 
the different electoral districts of the 
State? 

"2. \Yhat is the estimated yield in 
each electorate? 

" 3. On what date was the estimate 
made?" 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. W. Lennon, H1 rbtrt) replied-

" 1, 2, and 3. Statistics are not collected 
b~ electorates, but by petty sessions dis· 
tncts. If, however, the honourable mom· 
her will call at the office of the depart· 
mont, probablv information that would 
meet hi,~ purp~s€'s could be compiled for 
h1s use. 

COKSTITUTIOX ACT OF 1867 AME::'-!D· 
ME::'-!T BILL. 

INI1'IATIOX. 

The PREMIER, in moYing-
. ".That the House will, at its next 

s1ttmg, resolve itself into a Committee 
of the Whole to consider of the desirable· 
ncss of introducing a Bill to further 
a~nend .the Constitution Ac~ of 1867, by 
d1squahfymg for membersh1p of Parlia· 
ment persons who are directors or attar· 
neys of, or solicitors for, monopoly cam· 
panies or alien con1pan_ics," 

said: I might say in reply to the leader of 
the Opposition who has called "Not formal" 
to this motion. that the proposal proposed to 
be brought before the House, after agreeing 
to it in Committee, is one which I have long 
adYocated. 

Mr. MORGAN : vVill it include barristers? 

The PREMIER: I have long advocated 
that such a measure should be placed on the 
statute·book. and certainlv since this Govern· 
ment have been returnecl to power I have 
referred to the matter on more than one 
occasion. I find on looking through the Press 
report of an interview held with me in Octo· 
ber that I used these words-

" I o.m inclined to think ihat the Go­
vernment may have to seriously consider 
the introduction of legislation to prevent 
persons holding seats in Parliament who 
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occupy positions in connection with cor· 
porations and forc>ign companies, which 
must make their interests conflict with 
their duties. Such legislation will have 
the effect of opening the eyes of the 
country to what arc the real interests 
that the Government are fighting." 

The ..DU ture of the proposal is to disqualify 
from membership of both Houses of Parlia· 
ment directors, solicitors, and attorneys of 
monopoly or alien companies, and included 
in " solicitors" are " barristers practising as 
solicitors, and barristers who hold n>tainers 
fron1 monopoly companies." 

Mr. lVIACARTNEY: Does "solicitor" cover 
" barrister" ? 

The PREMIER: There is a definition 
clause which provides that "solicitor" will 
cover " barristers practising as solicitors, or 
barristers who hold retainers from such mono· 
poly or alien companies." 

Mr. MACARTNEY: Then the lesser includes 
the greater. , 

The PREMIER : The measure is proposed 
to be confined to a limited class of corpora­
tions of a sinister nature. It is proposed to 
give this House the power of declaring what 
arc monopoly companies and what are alien 
compar.ies. As you arc aware, J\1r. Speaker, 
it has been amply demonstrated, particu­
larly in the United States of America, the 
grca t evil that has resulted from the forma· 
tion of large corporations which have become 
trusts and combines, and who have certain 
persons, called " la bbyers," who bring· before 
members of Parliament in the lobbies the 
interests they wish to promote in connection 
with these particular corporations. In some 
cases they have members actually in Con· 
gress who are directly connected in some way 
with trusts or combines, and who further 
their interests from the vantage ground in 
the House. This measure propos,~s. at all 
events, to prevent the directly paid agents 
of such monopoly companies from having 
any voice in the formation of our legislation. 

GovERXi\IENT J\fE~rBERS: Hear, hear! 

The PREMIER: Hon. members can 
understand that it is bad enougll to have a 
" lobbyer," but it is much worse if you have 
accually in the deliberative Chamber repre· 
sentatives who are given an opportunity of 
furthering the logislation which will benefit 
the intc~rosts they represent when they arc in 
a position to actually assist to formulate the 
proposals and put them into the shape they 
desire. I notice a remark which Lord Brycc 
made in his work, " The American Common· 
wealth." As hon. members know, Lord 
Bryce was the British Ambassador at Wash· 
ington for a long time. I find these words 
on page 160 of the second volume of the new 
edition of his work-

" Hence the doors of Congress are 
besieged by a whole army of railroad 
eom1nercial or railway men and their 
agent3, to whom, since they have come 
to form a sort of profession, the name 
of Lobbyists is given. JV1any Congress· 
men are personally interested, and lobby 
for themselvPs among their colleagues 
from the vantage·ground of their official 
positions" 

It will also be observed at a later page in 
the same volume, page 918, Lord Bryce said-

" He who considers the irresponsible 
nature of the power which three or four 
men, or perhaps one man, can exercise 

Hon. T. J. Ryan.] 
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through a great corporation, such as a 
railroad or telegraph company, the injury 
they can inflict on the public as wAll as 
on their competitors, the cynical audacity 
with which they have often used their 
wealth to seduce officials and legislators 
from the path of Yirtue, will find nothing 
unreasonable in the desire of the Ameri­
ean masses to regulate the management 
of the corporations and narrow tho range 
of their action." 

Now, we propose by this measure to take 
such steps >ts will tone! to a void the evils 
which have grown up there. (Hear, hear!) I 
am satisfied that the people of Queensland 
want it, and I am satisfied that they will 
not be content with a Government that has 
not the com·age to tackle it. 

GovERNMENT JYIE~IBERS : Hear, hear I 

The PREMIER : The people of Queens­
l>tnd, too, will want those people who support 
such a state of affairs to get up and declare 
themselves so that they may know exactly 
where they arc. It is not confined to the 
paid agents of monopoly companies, but it 
applies also to those of alien companies. 
The alien companies are such companies as 
will be declared to be such by resolution of 
the House as being wholly and solelv, or 
substantially, composed of shareholders" who 
are not subjects of His Majesty the King. 
That is briefly the manner in which I can 
describe what an alien company is within 
the moaning of this proposal. As you know, 
Jl.h. Speaker, we have had a very sad experi­
ence since the outhreak of the war, in finding 
that the whole of the metal trade was in the 
hands of Germans under the guise of angli­
eised names wl1ich would lead ono to believe 
that they wore really British companies. The 
post-war problems with which we will be 
confronted when this groat conflict is over, 
makes it necessary to take steps~because 
prevention is better than cu1~e-to prevent 
such paid representatives of alien corpora­
tions having an~,~ opportunity of having a 
voice in the legislation that we will pass to 
deal with those great problems. 

GovERN~IENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

The PREMIER: vVe have been warned, 
and it is our duty to take heed to the warn­
ing and to act accordingly. This proposal 
goes to the very foundation of democratic 
gowrnment. (Hear, hear !) It is a pro­
posal that we, at all events, will say that 
we arc determined to prevent those paid 
ropresentati.-cs of such monopoly companies 
or alien corporations from having a voice 
in our deliberations in this Legislative 
A•.,,embly. I am satisfied that the people 
of Queemland desire it and I hope" and 
cxped, that the debate on the que,tion will 
not partake in any vvay of a personal nature. 
It is a subject which is quite above that 
sort of thing. (Government hea.r, hears, and 
Opposition laughter.) It is not a laughing 
matter, and it behoves hon. members to 
treat it seriously, because it is a serious ques­
tion, and one in regard to which I am sure 
the people of Queensland are looking to have 
State legislation passed. 

GovERNMEliT ME>IBERS: Hear, hear: 

HoN. J. TOLMIE (Toowoomba): The 
Premier, ~n his best police court style when 
addressing a trembling witness~bocause he 
would not venture to address those remarks 
to His Honour sitting on the bench in the 
style he did~indica.ted what should be the 

[Hon. T. J. Ryan. 

opmwns of hon. members on this side of the 
House. I do not know that he is justified in 
taking up that attitude. Perhaps he may 
think he is, but all the same we intend to 
discuss this question in the way it ought to 
bo discussed. An amendment of the Consti­
tution is at all times a. matter of the very 
gravest importance to the people of the State. 
There is nothing that affects the wellbeing 
of the whole of this State to the same extent 
as does an amendment of the Constitution, 
and when the Premier comes down to this 
Chamber in the Yery last hours of the 
closing year with an amendment of the Con­
stitution so far-reaching in jts consequences, 
then we irnagine he is doing so because he 
has behind him the bulk of public opinion 
in regard to the very grave and very impor­
ta.nt question. 

The PRE1IIER: So I have got the bulk of 
public opinion behind me. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: So grave is the matter 
and of so much importance that the hon. 
gentleman did not think it worthy of finding 
a place in the Governor's Speech. Probably 
at the time he forgot all ahout it, and it 
was onlv within recent timcs~probably dur­
ing the -month of OctDber, as he stated him­
self~that the question has become one of 
so great importance to himself. It may be 
duo to the fact that in his hurried visit 
across the continent of America he ,-as 
brought into relation with all those great 
evils that he says are occurring in that great 
land beca.use of monopolies, and it was be­
cause he was so impressed with what he 
saw there of evil doing that he comes to the 
conclusion that it is dfJsirable to amend our 
Constitntion. That being so, we would have 
thought he would have taken the earliest 
opportunity of introducing this measm:e. 
But it is ono of those belated acts of hiS, 
just the same as t~e copper proposition that 
was put before thrs Chamber not very long 
ago. It had been in the hon. gentleman's mind 
for some time a.nd he had effected certam 
arrangements with the Homo G~vernment in 
ro~anl to the matter, but he d1d not thmk 
th~v were worthv of being put before this 
House until some months had expired. Just 
so in this matter. and it is only at this 
particular moment that he comes to ~he 
cDnclusion that 1t IS a very desrrablo thmg 
that the Constitution should be amended 
in the direction in which he proposes. He 
ought to have shown that there was. a 
nccessitv for an amendment of the Constitu­
tion in- that direction, but he has made no 
a.ttmnpt to do that. H<: has. not shown that 
there are those persons m thrs Chamber who 
are acting to the .injury of the State as he 
sa yg is being done m Amen ea w~ere the ?:rls 
arc rampant. He ought to be m a pos1twn 
to show that undue influence, an influence 
of a bad nature, is being brought to bear 
upon hon. members !n this Chamber before 
he insults it bv brrug1ng forvvard such a 
rcwlution as he i1as wbmitted this afternoon. 
I think it must be taken by every hon. mem­
ber present, at any rate by any person who 
has anv honourable feelings at all. that the 
Premio'r has put the greatest insult that !t 
wa.s possible for him to put upon this 
Chamber. ".nd that ho has done so for tJ:e 
gratification of his own personal ends . m 
regard to this matter. I know. of nothrng 
more despicable than a. resolution of thrs 
kind beino· submitted for the reason, I be­
lieve, that he is antipathetic to some ha?· 
members in this Chamber, and perhaps m 
the other Chamber, because he may have 
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found that he has been thwarted in some of 
the plans ho proposed to carry out, a.nd he has 
come down with a resolution of this kind 
for tho purpose of eliminating from this 
Chamber an hon. member who has done as 
good service to the country as has been done 
by the Premier. 

Mr. GrLLn:s: You admit they arc here. 

HoN. J. TOL::\1IE: I admit that there are 
certain individua.ls in this Chamber that, for 
reasons of the most despicable kind and for 
the gratifwation of party spleen, thoro is a 
-desiro on ihe part of members on the other. 
side to sec put out, and not because of any 
wrong-doing in this Chamber. (Hear, hear!) 

l\lir. Km wAN: What are you afraid of? 

Ho);. J. TOLMIE : I am afraid of injus­
tice, I am afraid of everything that is moan 
and paltry, and I am afraid of everything 
that is contemptible being done in this 
Chamber. If hon. members on the other side 
approve of a resolution of this kind, then my 
vocabulary finds a lack of words to ade­
quately describe them. 

The PRElllTER : Do you believe in a director 
of an alien company having a seat m Par­
liament? 

HoN. J. TOLMIE : I believe that the alien 
company has absolutely nothing to do with 
this matter. I believe tha.t the other reasons 
set forth have nothing to do with this matter. 
I believe only the gratification of personal 
spleen has originated the matter that has 
been put forward. I think it will appeal, not 
only to this Chamber, but to the outside 
public as well, that the Premier has de­
graded his high position in introducing a 
measure of this kind. 

The PRE1IIER: Your are a poor judge of 
public opinion. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: Does the hon. gentle­
man for one moment think that the great 
public that we have outside this Chamber, 
who are an educated public, arc not able to 
discern facts. arc not able to read for them­
sPlves and dntW conclusions from those things 
which tlwy have heard and from those things 
which they have read, and that they cannot 
form thciT own conclusions without any 
assist-ance from this side or the other side" 
If we are doing a wrong thing then we stand 
before the public in exactly the same posi­
tion as hon. members on th.-, other side, and 
if they desire to condemn us they will con­
demn us; but so long as 1ve are free agents, 
and so long as we have the, right of free 
speech, and can gi YC utterance to our 
opinjons in thi~ Chamlw:', then hon. n1c1nhers 
on this side will absolutely repel any action 
of this kind to the fullest possible extent. 

The PRE:\JIEll : You arc bound to support 
your friends-the monopolists <tnd alien com­
panies. 

Hm:. J. TOL1\1IE: There is no reason for 
the hon. gentleman to endeavour to make my 
speech for me. I am stating the position 
I take up broadly and clearly. and making it 
as well defined as it ie possible for ml' to do 
so, that there' may be no 1nisconcc~ption in 
the public mind or in the mind of any 
individual in regard to the position I take 
on this matter, and of the reason for which 
I take it. I beiieve that it is aimed at indi­
viduah sitting on this side of the House, 
and it is aimed at individuals, not because 
of high public grounds, but because of per­
sonal reaPons, and at individuals who have 

rendered good service to the State and have 
conducted themselves as gentlemen on all 
occasions and as honourable citizens. 

Mr. CouSER: And who has two sons at the 
front. 

Mr. !HcMINx : "\Yhere you ought to be. 
Hox. J. TOLMIE : BelieYing as I do in 

regard to this matter, I shall oppose the 
motion to the fullest possible extent. 

Mr. MURPHY (JJurke): I desire to briefly 
deal with the motion introduced by the Pre­
mier. Ho said it \Vas a democratic n1otion, 
but in my opinion it is a purely fireworks 
motion. (Hear, hear!) He says it is neces­
sary for Parliament to deal with monopoly 
companies and alien companies. Well, if it 
is necessary in the intorests of the public 
that these companies should be dealt with, 
why does not the Premier come down with 
a specific Bill dealing with those companies? 
He referred to the metal question. The metal 
question was decided by Mr. Hughes. He 
did not want to introduce a motion or a Bill 
to prevent the director or agent or. at.torn~y 
of any of the metal compames s1ttmg rn 
Parliament. That hon. gentleman came 
down and dealt with the companies them­
solves. 

Tho SECHETARY FOR PcBLIC INSTR<:CTION : 
He expropriated the shareholders altogether. 

Mr. M"CRPHY: The interjection of the 
JYiinister proves clearly the statement made 
by the leader of the Opposition that this pro­
posal is submitted for the purpose of getting 
at one hon. member of the Opposition, and 
not in the interests of the community at all. 
He eYidentlv does not want to sec alien share­
holders expropriated. but he wants a Bill 
passed through this Chamber to hit a member 
\vith "rhon1 the Government is at vaxiance. 

The PRE1IIER : Do van want to see them 
e:s:propria ted 1 

c 

::\Ir. MURPHY: The Premier referred to 
the lobbving system followed in America. 
\V c knm~ that the svstem in America has 
done evil, but the fact that we pass a Bill 
preventing a director of an alien company 
sitting in Parliament is not going to do away 
with the question of lobbying, and, so far as 
Australi>tn politics are concerned, I think 
it is to the credit of the Australian politician 
that there has been very little lobbying in 
Anstralia. 

GovERNi\IENT MD!BERS: What about the 
Daniels ca~e? 

Hon. \V. D. AmrsTROXG: \Vhoso party did 
he come from? 

'The SPEAKER: Order! Order! 

Mr. :WURPHY: I \V<ts just going to refer 
to that case. As far as I have been able to 
gathl!r, in the whole history of the politics 
of Queensland, there has on!:.· been one case, 
and that is where Mr. Daniols. who .,·as 
member for Camboova at the time, and a 
member of the Labour party, was offered 
£200 if he would support a certain syndinte 
railway proposal that was submitted. 

SeHral GovERK~IEXT ~.h1JBERS interjecting. 

Mr. ::\1URPHY: I am going to tell the 
facts, if hon. members will give m<' an 

oppoxtunity. One would in1agine 
[4 p.m.] from the number of interjection 

that one was ti·~·ing to deal with 
the question of conscription at a· public. 
meeting. (Laughter.) 

Mr. Mc:WIKX: Don't worry about that. 

Mr. Murphy.] 
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Mr. ::VTCRPHY: As I say, Mr. Danicls 
gave particulars lo the Chamber regarding 
the proposition which was made' to him, and 
c'dr. Philp, who was then leadE~r of the Go­
vernment, immediately dropped the pro­
posal. It was the Cloncurry Railway pro­
posal. and he immediately took it off the 
busill-c:;s-paper altogether. L 

The SECRETARY FOR Pt:BLIC IXSTRUCTION in­
terjected. 

:Ylr. MCEPIIY: Well, Mr. Daniels seemed 
to be the only member who said anything 
at all about it. I am not going to say that 
the cth<'l's .,-ho did not say anything about 
it took £200. I would not eay anything 
like that >Lt all. The mere fact of introduc­
ing legislatioli to prC'YOnt directors of a.lien 
or 1nonopoly con1panies from sitting in Par­
liament is not going to do away with the 
American method if it will act with the 
Australian politician, but I do not think it 
will, because, as I have already said, Austra­
lian politics are YCl'Y clean. The Premier has 
stated that the House will have the privilege 
of -saying ·what a n1onopoly cDnlpany is. 
That is to say, a majority sitting behind the 
GoYCl'llrncnt will Le able to say what an 
alien con1pany is. and what a 1nonopoly 
IS--

The PRniiEH: Following the Income 'I'ax 
Act. 

:Mr. ::\1CRPHY: So that if any hon. mem­
ber connected with a purely Australi<1n 
GOmpany happens to fall out with the po·,, ers 
to be in politics, all they have to do is to 
dr;clan that that particular company is a 
monopoly company, :1nd that member has 
got to get out of Parliament. 

rrhc PHE:\liER: You are wrong in that. 
They must have the fact of alien interest 
in them as well. 

Mr. MURPHY: The Premier is talking 
abmrt <111 alien compal1y. 

The PRE~fiER: You already have that pro­
vision in the Income Tax Act. 

Mr. :VlURPHY: The proper way to deal 
with monopolies is to follow the advocacy 
of hon. members of that party during the 
late election campaign. They said they 
would introduce. legislation to clip the wings 
of monopoly companies so that the people 
could not be exploited by them. (Interruption.) 
It is '' very foeblo method of attempting to 
deal with monopolies. They did not adopt 
this method in K ew Zealand, and the 
Federal Government did not proposo to 
adopt this method either. 

Mr. FOLEY: \Ve want to go one better. 

Mr. J\ill'RPHY: Yes. They simply do 
not want to deal with the matter at all, or 
if they did they \Yould come forward witJ. 
a specific Bill dealing with the whole matter. 

:VIr. CARTER: This is a specific Bill. 

Mr. MURPHY: I quite agree with the 
Premier that it is very desirable that our 
politics should be kept clean, and during 
this s<'"''ion I have listened to speeches de­
livered by hon. members sitting· on the other 
side, and I have come to the-conclusion that 
I am in a position to aid the Premier 'in 
making this proposal of his more drastic. 
If he believes that the only method of keep­
ing Queensland politics clean, if ho believes 
that the' only way to enable the people to 
rule effectively is to introduce such a pro­
posal, I am going to ehow him from speeches 
delivered by members sitting on his own 

fMr. JJfurphy. 

side of the House that perhaps it is desir­
able to add to the motion which he has 
moved. 1\ow, first of all, we know that 
there has been a good deal of criticism in 
this Chamber during the present session and 
past 'SCBsions with regard to the legal pro­
fession. It was only the other day that the 
hon. nwmLer for l3owr,n, 1\Ir. Collins, made 
some scathing obsen-ations regarding the 
legal profession, and I propose directly to 
moyc an amendment in which I will give 
that hon. member an opportunity, as they 
say on the racecourse, of backing his opinion~ 

:\fr. COLLINS: Don't you worry about the 
hon. 1nen1bcr for Bowen. }le is not going to 
be dictat0d to by you. 

iY1r. DuKSTAN: In other words, you are 
getting clown to the ridiculOtts. 

:VIr. :YIUHPHY: Well, if I am getting 
down to the ridiculous, I am only getting 
on a par \Yith the proposal which has been 
submitted by the Chief Secretary. 

:Mr. Mc!VIrxx. You are getting on to your 
usual plane. 

:\1r. Ml'RPHY: I would not like to bo 
as solemn as some people. (Laughter.) 
Then, again. we hou not only the Chief 
Secretary, but also other hon. members sitting 
on the Treasury benches, dealing with the 
question of foes which have been paid to 
barristers. They haYe pointed out the m·il 
of the Attorney-General drawing hugt' foes. 
VYhen they were on th<' other side of the 
Chamber tiwv said that the AttorneY-Gen<'rul 
should nleeive a stated salary for the cyear, and 
that lw should do the law business for the 
Crown for that particnlar salary. I think 
that if we arc going to indulge in the 
cleansing process we might also include that 
in the motion. r:I'ben, again, there has been 
a propo,a! for quite a long time' that soc­
,rctaries and organisers-, and other officers 
or agents of trade unions should not be able 
to jump the claims of the sitting Labour 
1nombers. I know ,that so1ne organisations 
haYe tried--

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem­
ber is getting ontside the motion, I shall b~ 
glad if he will connect his remarks with it. 

:\1r. JUL:RPHY: I shall road the amend­
ment that I propose to move, and you will 
sec thE•n that I am able to connect my 
retnarks. 

:Mr. Il. L. HARTLEY: Who framed the 
an1cndment for you? 

:Yir. MURPHY: It does not matter. I 
did not go to the hon. member to get it 
framed. 

Mr. H. L. HAR'fLEY: Ko; I'would not have 
done it for you. 

Mr. iviuEPHY: Probably thoro was a 
time when the hon. member would haye· 
assisted me. 

Mr. McMmx : He did not know you then. 
Mr. H. L. HARTLEY: The man who posed 

·• as good as a Labour n1en1bcr "--

The SPEAKER: Order 1 Order!, 

Mr. MURPHY: There are a lot of men 
who became good Labour men when they 
sig,hted a chance of getting a scat in Parlia­
ment. The amendment which I propose to 
move is as follows :-After the word "com­
panies," where it last appears, add the fol­
lo,ving v;ords :-

" or any barrister or other servant or 
agent of such companies or barristers 
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reccnnng _fees fron1 tho Cro\vn, i"!_lcluding 
anv barnstcr who mav hold the office 
of ··Attorney-General fo; the time being, 
or persons. being secrctarit--,, organisers, 
or other officers or ag·ents of tra·de unions, 
or \Yho have held office as such at any 
time during the preceding twelve months; 
or persons being m_embers of the organi­
satiOn known as the Industrial \Vorkers 
of the \¥orld." 

That is the amendment. and as it 1s a revo­
lutionary amendment, I hanl typed it in red 
ink. (Laughter.) I was dealing with the 
que:-;tlou of trade union secretaries and 
-Drganiscrs. 

Mr. COLLI:\S: They shift"d you. 

Mr. Ml'RPHY: The hon. member did not 
shift me. anyhmv. 

Mr. COLLD1S: I did not get down to your 
dirty n1ethods. 

The SPEAKER: Order: Order! 
_ Mr. l\JTRPHY: I am not going to enter 
mto a contrm·crsy with the hon. mmnbcr 
about an election that is passed, because I 
know that I am just as likely to get beaten 
as th0 hon. member. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! Order ! 

. Mr, MURPHY: It was in reply to an 
ll1terJcctwn, 1Vfr. Speaker. but I admit I am 
getting away from thA subject, and I always 
like to obey the ruling of the chair. I said 
tha~ a numb0r of -organisations sugo-csted 
that the officials of trade unions should not 
1ut ve an opportnnitv of contcstino- a plcbis-
<:ite with the sitting. member. " 

Mr. POLLOCK: Why. 

l\Ir. MURPHY: I do not know why they 
suggo.'3tcd lt, except, I take it, that the lllClTI­

bers of the organisations believe that the 
sitting· member being in Brisbane for a con­
siderable portion of the vear had not an 
opportunity of placing alf the facts of his 
position before the organisation. while the 
union uffieial vYas in a position to undermine 
his comradE' and to get ready for the plcbis­
Cltc. That was the position which has been 
pla_c·ed i_n front of quite a number of organi­
sabons m Queensland, and I sa;· that if we 
~tre going to inc-~ulge ln the clea~sing 1;roccss, 
1t would be des1rable for Parliament to come 
to the ussistancfl of the sitting Labour man 
by adding to this proposal \\:hich has been 
submitted to the Chief Secretary, because 
dmng ~o would 0nablo the Labour n1ember to 
discharge his dutic 'c in a thoroughlv hchwst 
1r.amwr. Ho wculd deal with questions from 
tlw national standpoint more than from the 
party standpoint, and I think it verv desir­
able that that proposition should be il1c!udecl. 
!he Bill forcca;;tcd _by_ the Premier may, 
1atcr on, lead to retahabon~the Government 
of to-day is the opposition of to-morrow~and 
I have snbmitted this amendment in order 
to show the electors the direction in which 
such rcta1iation n1ay n1ove. 

Now, as to the qu0stion of the Industrial 
·workers of the \V oriel. Th<' other dav JVIr 
Barber, the ho!l- mcn;ber for Buncidb~rg: 
<l0alt ver_v scathmgl,· 'nth that organisation. 
He saHl that the La hour party were not con­
nected 1nth 1t at all; that it was a disloyal 
organt.-;atron. and wns an off-shoot of the 
Liberal party. That being so, I do not see 
why the Chief Secretary and the members 
sittinfl' behind him should not object to mem­
bcn• of the Industrial \Vorkcrs of the ·world 
becominl' membc•rs of this Chamber, because 
we have it on the authority of the hon. mem-

ber for Bundaberg and the present Prime 
MinistPr of Australia, and of other hon.· 
members sitting on the other side of the 
Chamber. that the Industrial \¥ orkers o£ the 
\Yorld arc not rC'specters of law at alL 

:VIr. KIRWAC!: They do not believe in poli­
tical artion. 

:VIr. MURPHY: No ; they believe in direct 
action. They haYe no desire for political 
action. bnt sonw of these members of the 
Industrial ·workers of the \:Yorld may be 
Yery anxious to con1e and get a seat in 
Parliamc•nt. 

Mr. PoLLOCK: Their best men have refused 
to run for seats in Parliament. 

?.Ir. JV1l"RPHY: I am not going· to con­
tradict the hon. member, but I do know 
that in :.'\ew South \Vales those who have 
gone out as extrcn1c socialists have not been 
able to obtain a very largP vote·. I nuty 
outlim, the anwndment which I propose to 
moYe. I am in general agreement with the 
Chief Soc1·etar:v that it is very -desirable that 
Wl' should keep politics in Australia as clean 
as \VC ran, but if we arc going to deal \vith 
one particular man in the House, or with 
on0 partlcn]ar S('rtion in the community, ·why 
not let us go the whole hog, ,and really try 
t(} make politics in Queensland as clean as 
\Ye possibly can? 

1\h-. H. L. 1-hRTLEY: Why not wipe out 
Parliament altogether? 

Mr. ::\1l'RPHY: I am in favour of wiping 
it out, because I believe in unification. 

Mr. H. L. HARTLEY : What about the Coun­
cil Cbarnber? 

Mr. MURPHY: Well, it disappears with 
the Assembly. 

Mr. H. L. I-IARTLEY interjected. 

Tho SPEAKER : Order ! 

Mr. MURPI-IY: It is very interesting to 
listen to all these interjections coming across 
the Charnlwr. I have endeavoured to deal 
with this subject without indulging in any 
)wrsonulities at a!L 1 have dealt with it on 
what I bPliQV<~ to be absolutely sound lines. 
There mav be other hon. members in the 
Chamber who can add to the list I have 
1nentioncd in nty aincndinf'nt the nan1es of 
others who should be excluded from Parlia­
ment. If we can add to the list there is a 
possibility that Parliament will be abolished 
without ha1·ing to submit the mattllr to the 
people at all~(laughtcr)~bccause if we start 
to deal with an i111pmtant question such as 
rnonopolistic or alien companies from the 
standpoint that .:-w Chief Secretary chooses 
to deal with it: that is. in n'gard to one 
particuhu individual with whmn he is not 
on the b('st of terms at pr<>srnt, and wo 
extE~nd that systerr1, tho time is going to co1ne 
whrn there will be very few people who will 
Le able to stand fol' Parliament at all. The 
director of a n1onopolistic or .an alien con1-
pany coming into !his Chamber is not going 
to ha,·e Yery mnch power. First of all, the 
people of the electorate which he r"presents 
knows that he is the director of <1 pa,·ticular 
compn.ny. and if they support him why 
shoulc\ the ctf'neral public ol1ject? All the 
p;eneral public look to Parliament to do is 
to pass laws that will protect thrm. not from 
the director of a monopolistic cornpanv. but 
from the alien company itself. 

0PPOSITIO:\ ::\1LI!BEHS: Hear. heH! 

JVIr. M1JRPIIY: 'Th~t is the p'Osition 
which Parliament should take up in a 

Mr. Murphy.1 
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matter of this sort. As I say, the whole 
proposal submitted by the Chief Secretary 
is not a democratic proposal at all, it is a 
nwre fire\Yorks proposal, and though during 
tlw course of the general election the Chief 
Secretary n1av have 111aJc reference to it 
:;;uch as 'he qUoted this evening, those of u~ 
who know the Chief Secretary will realise 
that as a barrister he was probably trying 
to got out of an awkward position. ·when 
people were dealing with the question of 
food supplies, with the high cost of living, 
1t was only natural that he would refer to 
1nonopolistlc cotnp.anies and alien eo m pani0s. 
and the fact that the deputy loader of the 
Opposition \Yas in his mind probably ot that 
tirne ·wouJd cause hin1 to rGfor to a rnattu:r 
of this nature. But it would haYe been .a 
bolder, .a poundOl', and a truer policy for 
any Labour Premier to deliver to the 
r:ountry, to ~ay that if his party got back to 
p_o,vor they ·wore not going to deal vvith a 
smgle indiyidual who might be a director 
of a monopolistic or alien companv but 
would introduce legislation that would give 
the people of Queensland full protection 
frmn such cornpany. 

Mr. H. L. HARTLEY: This resolution does 
not say that it will deal with ono member. 

:Y1r. MURPHY: That being· so, I beg to 
move n1y ':uncndrncnt, and I sincerely trust 
that when Jj, comes to a vote those hon. mem­
bers whom I haYe quoted, and upon whose 
speeches the arn~ndment is base-d, will sup­
port the contentwns whJCh they uttered in 
this Chan1ber during the current scssioll. 

Mr. VO\VLES (Dalby): I cannot see any 
necessity for the intr<#(luction of such a pn;. 
podition as this. 

The SPE.',.KER: Does the hon. member 
second the amendm€nt? 

Mr. VOWLES: Yes. I second the amend· 
ment. In the first place, one would expect 
that when we are amending the Constitution 
Act we should not deal with it Ji"htlv. It 
is the foundation for the who!.;' of our 
statutes, the wholo of our being and our 
legislation in this State. One would 
natural~y expect that son1e grave charge of 
conuphon had been made against a member 
or that some graYe charge had been proYed. 
Is there a suggestion or oven a charrre of 
corruption against any nwmber on this

0 

side 
which _would justify the introduction of such 
a motJon as tht~ Prc1nicr is brin{rincr before 
the House? \Ve ha Ye heard nothing. 

The PRE}liER: It is from that side of the 
House that such charges co.Jne. 

Ylr. VOWLES: Anybody who knows the 
procedure of Parliament will know that it 
doe,, not matter what corruption is indicated 
on this side of the House, it could not have 
any efioct, and that the only place where 
corruptwn could hoYe any effect would be~ 
amongst the following of the Premier. \Ve 
know that sonw of the members of his pm·ty 
rnust ha ye either been " got at" or-·~ 

The SPEAKER: The hem. member is not 
in order j n ch.argi n g any hon. me1n bcr ,vi th 
being "got at." I do not intend to allow 
any hon. rne1nbcr to 1nake insinuations 
against othN~ hon. n1en1bers. 

HOKOL'RABLE YlE~IBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. VO\VLES : The motion I submit 
is to bring about a state of <tffairs bv which 
certain persons should be no longer members 
of this House, for the reason that there has 
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been lobbying going on; that is one of the 
reasons that has been sug·gested by the 
Premier. ·what does lobbying mean' 

Mr. H. L. HARTLEY: He did not make that 
sugg{~stion. 

Mr. VOWLES : The Premier spoke about 
lobbying in America, and about corruption 
lawyers. \Ve have read a great deal about 
those gentlemen, and I do not think we have 
had any instanC!l of it in Queensl;md politics 
up to the pr~sent cimc. Is there a corpora­
twn lawn:'r m the form of a barrister who 
is bringing about the same tactics in Queens­
land politics as we have had for some time 
in America? The moHon proposes that direc­
tors or attorneys of, or solicitors, for, n1ono­
poly con1panies or alien con1panies are no 
longc>r eligible as members of either House. 
Why nut include the shareholders? \Vhy 
not make it s'yeeping '! vVhy should a man 
bo entitled to be a member of this House, 
and be a shareholder of a monopoly company 
or even of an alien company, while the pro­
fessional man who does the technical work 
for the company is not entitled to the same 
privilege. There is no question that when 
there has been no suggestion that there is 
any good reason for this legislation as far 
as any individual member or members of this 
House are concerned, there must be some 
ulterior motiYe for the introduction of such 
a proposition. \\-e know that there has been 
a certain amount of bad feeling and fh·e­
works in the past few weeks, in which the 
Premier and a cercain solicitor in this House 
has figured. They have not been on the best 
of terms, and there has been an exchange of 
compliments. and we can only come to the 
conclusion that this is a form of retaliation 
or getting square. The Premier knowing 
that, by virtue of the members he has behind 
him, he is in a position to subject a member 
of this House to an indignity. and that is 
what he is doing. It will not affect me; I am 
not a solicitor for a monopoly company or 
an alien company; I have nothing to do with 
it; but I say that as far as the question of 
rnonopoly compRnies is concerned--

The PREMIER: You are careful to say it is 
not you. 

Mr. VO\VLES: There is only one hon. gen­
tleman in this Chamber-perhaps, hon. mem­
bers will know to whom I am referring--

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICL'LTURE: It makes 
me think of the saying, "Lord, save me from 
my friends." 

Mr. VOvVLES : So far as monopoly com­
panies a re concerned, the Government want 
to arrogate to themselves this position; that 
they can turn round and declare an}· com­
pany to be a monopoly company, and, as a 
consequence, any director of that company 
or any solicitor engaged by it can no longer 
continue to be a member of this House. We 
know there is one company in particular we 
have alwa,ys heard hon. members opposite 
speaking of as a monopoly company, and 
that is the Brisbane Tramways Company, 
and we know who the solicitor for that com­
pany is. The solicitor for that company is 
a gentleman who happens to sit on this side, 
and if this is not an attack on that indi­
vidual a,nd his partner-well. I say it cannot 
be anything else. The whole thing is de­
liberate; it is smcllful; and to my mind it 
is worthy of the source from which it has 
coin e. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC IxsTRcCTION : 
Is that why you are going to support the 
amendment? 
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Mr. VOWLES: I am supporting the 
amendment because it makes the n1otion more 
comprehensive. \Ve started off with an ad­
mission from the Premier that the word 
" solicitor" was going to include the word 
" barrister," and, as the hon. 1nrmber for 
Toowong put it, the lesser includes the 
whole. 

The PREJ\TIER : Anyone listening to the 
remarks from that s1de would think solicitor 
''as the greater. 

Mr. VO\VLES: We have heard a good 
deal about tho relative positions of solicitors 
and barristers. 

Mr. McRPIIY: You ar~ all pretty good in 
makmg your charges. (Laughter.) 

Mr. VO\VLES : All barristers are not what 
they pretend to be. I remember a case not 
very long ago in the North of Queens­
land--

The SPEAKER : Order ! The hon. mem­
ber must not. discuss the relative positions 
of solicitors and barristers. 

Mr. VOWLES: The hon. gentleman asked 
me a question. I was going to give him a 
case of a barrister who got into very bad 
odour-the case of Reid--

The SPEAKER: Order! 
The PRF;}HER: More vile insinuations. 

Mr. VOWLES: We have had this matter 
brought up before, as to the relative posi­
tion of solieitors and barristers. I see that, 
according to the Premier, the definition of 
"solieicor" includes a legal practitioner and 
a barrister. 

Mr. POLLOOK: A 6s. 8d. lawyer. 

Mr. VO'WLES: I do not care what vou 
call him, but, at any rate, a barriste1: is 
included with a 6s. 8d. lawyer. 

Hon. J. ToL~IIE: And he gets the 6s. Sd. 
lawyer to instruct him. 

Mr. VOWLES: This amendment goes 
further; it not only includes that barrister, 
but it incin.-!es an:-' barrister who is accepting 
fees from the Governml>nt as an Attorney­
General, a.ntl being a illf'rnber of the House. 
vVhotlwr that is desirable or not I do not 
know; but it appears to me that it ought 
not to be> desirable, considering the amount 
of fees that are coming from the consolidated 
roYcnuo that the pPrson ~who recflives those 
fef's ~houlJ be a person on a salary, or, at 
any rat.~, a porson ViFho is not in a position 
to write his own brief. Ono hem. member 
on the other side appf'ars to have a good 
kuowledg·p of the Industrial Workers of the 
\Vorld, 'as he told us who the respective 
members arc, and he sa vs· some of them 
would not accept no1ninati"on as nu)mbcrs of 
the House. 

Mr. CIR'rER: He is not so ignorant as you 
arc. 

:VIr. VO\VLES : Thank you! I ~would not 
like to be as ignorant as you are. lf we are 
dealing with alien companies and say that 
the directors who mas be English persons 
resident in Austntlia arc not con1pctcnt to 
accept seats in the House because they have 
a seat on the directorate, why should we not 
exclude m.:mbers of the Industrial \Vorkers 
of the Wcrld who are proclaimed enemy sub­
jects and who are out against all law and 
order, and against all existing institutions? 
\Yhy, when we have an opportunity of 
amending the Constitution Act should we not 
seize the chance of preventing any man who 

declares himself to be an enemy of existing 
institutions from getting into this Chamber? 
I think the amendment is highly desirable, 
and I intend to support it for all it is worth. 

There is no question that this legislation 
originated during thfl last few weeks as the 
result of a little difference between two mem­
bers of thi> House. The Premier told us that 
"-hpn he was on the hustings he ac!Yocated 
this for all it was worth. He said publicly 
that he was going to introduce this legisla­
tion, aud that it was necessary. I do not kno\v 
that it is one of the planks of the Labour 
platform; but if they are only carrying out 
the mandate of the people who sent them 
@ere, why was this le\(islation not introduced 
dnrlng the first session of Parliament, or, 
at arly rate, at a reasonable time in tho 
second session. \Vhv is it simply brought 
fonvard after a pa~:;;agc at arrns bBtwecn 
two members of this House one of whom is 
going to be personally affected. 

The PRE:\IIER: These attacks were directed 
at rne, because you knew such legislation was 
on the board. 

Mr. VOWLES: The hon. member for Too­
\vong '"~ a.s charged on Friday afternoon last 
bv the Premier in his absPncc. The hon. 
member for Toowong made a personal 
cxplanatit)l1 on Tuesday, in vvhich ho made a 
challenge to the Premier-and that challenge 
is still standing-that if the Premier likes 
to have a Royal Commission appointed to 
inquire into the 'barges which he made 
against the hon. member for Toowong that 
hem. member is pr<epared to abide by the 
r~sult of ihe inquiry, and if IH,cessary to 
forfeit his seat in the House. \Vhy does the 
Premier not accept that challenge if there is 
anythinf< in what he says? Why does_he I_JOt 
let a Supreme Court judge deal with It? 
\Ye can only come to one conclusion, and that 
is he is not game. Ho knows that he is 
bluffing, and he is unable to prove any 
of the staternonts and insinuations made 
against the hem. member. 

The PRlOriER: I have stated nothing but 
facts. 

Mr VOWLES : Then. if the hon. member 
has stated facte, let him. ha Ye the commission 
"!'POinted to prove them. It is all Yery well 
for the hon. gentleman to sa.r that he has 
,,tated nothing but facts. vVc on this side 
1nako <'Prtain statements as facts. and \V8 are 
told tha.t thcv a.re miserr,ble lies, in that 
"Bnzfuz" style of the Premier-trying to 
make members on this side tremble, trying 
te> intimidotte them, and swa.llow them up as 
it were. That is what W<' have to subject 
ourseh·es to. The Premier, because he says it 
is a fact, declares it to the world as a fact. 
'I'he gauntlet has been thrown down by the 
hon. mcmbN for Toowong, and if the Pre-

mier 'vill not accept it \VD can 
r 4.30 p.m.l onlv come to the conclusion that 
' he ·knows that what he has said 

n.r<' not facts, and he is afraid of the con­
ooqucnccs. I intend to support the amend­
m;'nt and I trust that it will go to a division. 
Pcrs~nally, I do not t,hink that _the!~'' _is any 
business in the proposition. I thmk 1t IS only 
fireworks broug·ht forward for one purpose 
onlY. rrho inclueion of aJion corporations 
in it is only a blind, so that when an election 
comes along, or •vhcn the quc_stion_ of t~e 
abolition of the Upper House 1s bemg dls­
cussed, the hon. g-entleman can go arom:d 
once more and mislead the general ]Jnbhc. 
He will tell them that his gre·at desire was 

Mr. Vowles.] 
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to introduce legislation to affect alien com­
panies, but he will not tdl ~he general public 
that the real thir>g at the back of his head 
was that he wanted to get rid of one of the 
thorns in his side-the hon. member for 
Too\Yong. 

OPPOSITION MDIBF.RS: Hear, hear! 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAKDS: 
I quite agree with the hon. member for 
Dalby, who exprPssed the hope that wo will 
l'OITlO to an carlv division so far as the 
amenllrnent is con(·crncd, because it is reallv 
reducing the mblimc to the ridiculous. A 
more absurd anwndmcnt could hardlv be sub­
mitted. It is an attPmpt to tack o'n to the 
important motion introduced bv the Premier 
an absurd proposition which can hardly be 
conceded. Aeeording to the hon. member 
For Dalb,v. who sGcouckd tlw amendment, he 
conckmncd tlw motion and supported tho 
arncndn1cnt. Coulll anything bo n1orc incon­
sistent than that the absurd part of the ques­
tiOn should be supported while the most im· 
portant part should be absolutely opposed. 
The motion before the House is one which I 
think calls for tho most serious consideration 
of the Chamber. 

J\Ir. MoRGA:\': It does not go far enough. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
One can hardly conceive anything that will 
affeet th_e _f~ture of this country more than 
the possibilltl of corporations being repre­
sented in the Assembly, where their repre­
sentatives can assist in framing and shaping 
the laws of the countrv. The historv of the 
United States is ovide.nce of that. 'r mio-ht 
briefly ~juote what might be reg·arded a~ a 
prophetw utterance by Pmsident Lincoln at 
the conclusion of the Civil war in America. 
President Lincoln, at the close of the Civil 
':ar, saw in the use of these great corpora­
tions a danger gra\Pr than the fierce interne­
cine conflict from which his country had just 
emurp:ed. and m prophetic words he fore· 
casted the use of those great combinations 
of money and powPr which are characteristic 
of the age. It is well known that his pro­
phecy has bcPn fulfrllcd. \Ve are to-dav, 
m, I hope, shortly will be, emerging from 
the g-roatPst war known in the history of the 
world. \1\.,.. e recognise, and are realising 1nore 
and more every day, that a combination of 
a.lien con1p.anic"' have been largely respon­
Sible for th" \\~ar. Bv their ads and combi­
nation thf'y have bCcn abh~ to us0 theh~ 
n1oney po1;vTcr in C'OmnH~rf'.f} and manufacture 
in such a way that the contending forces on 
the other f'idc have been compelled to engaO"e 
111 a bloody eonflict. That is what has hap­
pened through pPrmitting this sort of thin~ 
to occur in America. W c know that the~ 
have had lPgislation there, but the legislation 
has come too late. In Queensland we are 
.fSOjng in for legislation to pr·ovcnt rathPr 
than curP. So far as the United States is 
CO!H"Prncd, thcy are trying to cut out the 
disease-the cancer tl~at i~ eating away the 
hfe of the country. vV e w1sh to legislate now 
and prevent anything of that sort happen­
ing. The Pr0n1icr has n1adc no chargD. He 
ha_s tak:-n a. high public stand in introducing 
this ]Pc;Isiabon. The question has been asked 
if this is a dr"irable state of affairs to exist 
in this country. If it is not existent, we 
should take every precaution to see that it 
is not po,sible to come hero, and the pro· 
posal now before th<e Assemblv will go a 
long way in that direction. ·The amend­
ment, hownver, is an attempt to ·direct it 
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into a lower, meaner. and more contemptible 
ehannel than what is desired. \Ve say that 
what we should do is to prm-ent the possi­
bilitv of it existing. If it is non-existing­
and 'nobody has said that it does exist-then 
all wo have got to soo is that it does not 
happen. IY e ha vc in our Constitution at the 
prc,sent time a provision that a Government 
contrar·tor cannot sit in this Assembly. If 
he doe', ho is liable to a penalty of £500. 
If it is necessary to prm-ent public honesty 
so that a contractor shall r.c;t sit in this 
Chamber. it will be admitted that it is much 
nlCHt' nPec-:;sa ry in the interests of the public 
weal that no agent or party concerned in 
framing alien Actc,. or having to do with 
monopolies, should be allowed to sit in any 
Legislative Asse>nbly, and so promote the 
legislation of the country. I hope that we 
will come to an Parlv Yotc on the a1nend­
n1ent. a11d get haC'k tO the rnotion, so that it 
rnay ho di·-,C'W~::lf'd in a proper rnanner. VV l~ 
have no desire' that the public mind shall 
be diverted from the great question-that is, 
the question which the whole of the people 
oi Q,uecnslancl are concerned in. vve want 
to see Ol!l" legislation kept clean and above 
suspicion and aboYe rorrup'tion. It is a 
proud thing for Queensland to know that up 
to the present Queensland has been freer 
than anv State of the Commonwealth from 
anythini of that cort. It is equally desirable 
for us to see that provision is made that 
such a thing· shall not happen in the future. 
It is rnore necessarv no\Y because of the 
exposures that have· been made in connec­
tion with trade and commerce and manufac­
ture in .\ustralia. Great Britain' herself is 
taking artion now to make it no longer pos­
sible for thf'SC alien people to get posclession 
of the great commercial interests of the coun· 
try. and WP, a·· a people, if we desire to 
help Great Britain and her allies, will take 
good care that \YC will place on the statute­
book a la\V which will make it no longer 
possible to GermanisC' or otherwise corrupt 
tllf' comrrlPrf'ia.l conununitv or our rnanufac­
turing interests. I hope ,;e will shortly come 
to a division and return to the discu<sion 
of the original motion. 

Mr. FORRYTH (Jiurrnmha): The hon: 
member who hcs just sat down has delivered 
the lamest speech I have ever heard delivered 
in this HGUSC. Thene is ar solntely nothing 
in it. He states that Queemlarid is free from 
corn1ption. and has always been free. \Vhy. 
then, the necessity for introducing this Bill" 
Tlwre is no nc·cc,sitv for this Bill at all if 
that is the case. · 

Tlw SECRETAHY FOR Pum.1c IxsTRTCTIO~: 
1:-.-our party says that that is not true. 

Mr. FORSYTH: We arc told about the 
rorruption that has taken place in r\rnf)rica . 
\Ye all know tha.t thene is a great deal of cor­
ruption going on there, but e.veryone who 
has i'poken has admitted that there is no 
corruption in Queensland. Anyone who has 
studied the politics of America will under· 
stand what lobbying means. It is infinitely 
more than waiting in the lobby. It means 
in America,, actually putting members into 
the House to carry out the interests of the 
corporntions \Yho have huge sun1s of money 
at their back. These members are put into 
the Congr<>ss for the purpose of passing 
railwa:v -Bills. As a matter of fact, it is 
principally in passing railway Bills that 
lobbying takes place. These people have 
not only got largo funds at their disposal, 
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but they spend hundreds of thousands of 
pounds if necessary to see that these railways 
are carried, and they also have their 
nominees in the Chamber put there for th<e 
purpose of carrying out their particular work. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : Do not 
you think that the same thing will happen 
h(,lre'! 

Mr. FORSYTH: The hon. gentleman 
clearly stated that it did not exist here, and 
the Premier also hinted that it did not exist 
hero. 

The PREMIER : The leader of the Opposition 
stated that it. affQcted "members" over 
there. lie did not say "member." 

Mr. FORSYTII : I am surprised at anyone 
8\'0r dreaming· of bringing in legislation of 
this sort. I may say that we ha.-e had some 
remarkable legislation introduced into this 
House during the last few \Yeeks. It is 
neither more nor loss than legislation run 
mad. That i· my opinion of it. At the 
present time I might say that I am shaking 
myself bPcause this Bill proposes to deal 
with directors of alien companies. and the. 
Premier has told us that the definition of 
an alien company is the definition giYen 
in the Income Tax Act. If the hon. gentle­
man will look at the Income Tax Act he will 
~oe what the definition of an alien company 
lS. 

The PREMIER: I did not say that at all. 
I said monopolies. 

Mr. FORSYTH: You said that the 
definition of " alien company " 1s the same 
as in the Income Tax Act. 

The I'RE:\1IER : I rise to a point of 
order. The hon. gentleman states that I 
said that the definition of " alien company" 
was the definition in the Income Tax Act. 
I said no such thing. I referred to monopoly 
companies. I hope that he will accept my 
staten1cnt. 

The SPEAKER: Tbc hon. member for 
Murrumba mu't accept the statement of the 
Chief Sccretai·y. 

Mr. FORSYTH: I ha Ye no desire to say 
that the hon. gentleman s&id a certain thing 
if he did not do so, but I was under the 
impression that he eaid that the definition was 
the same as in the Income Tax ~\.et. and I 
noticed that •• alien con"Ipany" there rneans 
.a foreign cornpany. 

The PRE>TIER: I did not say that a.t aiL 

Mr. FORSYTH : The question of foreign 
con1pani(~s comes into the Income Tax Act. 
I would like to know what an alien company 
really 1noans. 

i'he Pmc)[IER : It does not mean foreign 
G0111pa,ny in the sense that you refer to. 
It must be wholly or substantially alien to 
the British Empire. 

~iir. :MrRPHY: Those companies ha Ye been 
wiped out by Federal legislation. 

The PRE}JIER : J\' o. 

Mr. FORSYTH: If an alien company 
means a company 'vhich has not got its 
head office in Queensland, then I know ma.ny 
such companies whose shareholders are 
purely Australian and are not German or 
foreigners at all. 

The l'I!E"liER: The "Courier " suggested 
something like that this morning and men­
tioned the Bank of New South \Vales. 

Mr. FORSYTH: Yes; the Bank of New 
South \Vales is a foreign company under the 
Income Tax Act. 

T,he PREMIER: You,havc b9e~; reading the 
sub-leader m the · Couner, but i't i!s 
misleading. 

Mr. l<'ORSYTH: In the op1mon of the 
Commissioner for Income Tax the Bank of 
J\'ew South \Vales is a foreign company. 

The PHEMIER : But it is not a foreign com­
pany unclor the definition of this BilL 

Ml'. FORSYTH : If this particular Bill 
referred to a director of a company whose 
ht ad office \HiS not here, it would affect me 
personally straight avyay, bec~use I have 
bcon a director of an Australian company 
for nuLnv vear~ .and I do not believe that 
a sin<de ~harelwlder of thtlt comp·1ny is 
cithcrn a Gennan or a foreigner. If this 
Bill applied to a caso like that then I would 
not be able to hold the position of director 
any longer. 1t 1vould n1can that it would 
not take me live minutes to decide what 
position I would take up. whetlwr I should 
remain a member of this House or whether 
I ehould retain my position as a director. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LA~DS : That is 
an "Aum Sally." 

:Ylr. FORSYTH: There is no " Aunt 
Sal~v" about it In .any case the whole ques­
tion' is one "hH·h should not ha ye been 
bro,lwht forward at alL The whole of the 
(:trO'u~:H"nts raised have praYed most conclu­
siv0dv that Australian politics havA been 
fJarti"cularly pure. 

The SECRr'~'ARY FOR PcBLIC LAKDS: Don't 
you think it is a good thing to keep them 
pure 7 

Mr. FORSYTH: The inference is that 
'\.ustralian politics have not been pure. It 
will be quite time enoug'h to bring forward 
legislation of this sort when we have spec1fic 
instances of corruption. There is not the 
slirrhtest doubt that this Bill is brought for­
wa~·d for a specific purpose, and that is to 
vent spleen on a particular nH~mbcr of this 
House. The hon. member told us JUSt now 
that we ha.-e had politicians in Queensland 
for the last fifty years-that we have had 
responsiUlo govorll1nent in Queensland fo~: 
fiftv vea rs-and what has been the result! 
A-ct~·orLding to tho hon. gontlernan)s own st.Hte­
mcnt politics in Queensland have beNt par­
ticularlY clean and pnre, and that bc1ng so 
\vhv sh~uld he introduce a Bill of t,his Fort? 
If 'it is intended to curtail monopolies. then 
whv not brin" in a specific 13ill to deal with 
the'm' Wh/bring- in a Bill to deal with 
directors or solicitors, or harnstcrs hav1ng 
d0aling.J' 'With any ('OlllJ1'"1Dif~S. That js not 
going to cure the eviL If you want to tackle 
this business whv not tackle the monopolws 
themselves'! l( that were done J could 
undPrstand that there was some honesty in 
connection with the matter, but instead of 
that the GoYcrnrnent ttre trying to do their 
]eye] best to yent spleen on certain indi­
viduals. Then again, if it is to apply to 
·dir{~ctors of 1nonopolit~s, \Yhy not n1ake It 
applv also to "hareholdcrc '! There may be 
rrwm,bcrs of this House \Yho are shareholders 
of forc1o·n companies, or \Vho are share­
holders ;f German companies for all we may 
know. The Bill should apply all round, so 
that any man holding shan's in an alien 
companv or a monopoly company could not 
become 'a member of this Honse. The whole 
thing is neither more no,· lees than a piece 

Mr. Forsyth.] 



1850 Constitution Act of [ASSEMBLY.] 1867 Amendment Bill. 

of ftn'works. It 1s legislation run ma-d. 
The commercial people of Brisrwne look 
upon it as the 1nost ridiculous and asinine 
proposal that has ever been brought before 
the House. The argument that a solicitor 
or director or representative of a monopoly 
who may be i'n this House can influence other 
:r'Bmberti or try to bring about corruption 
Is. utterly absurd and not \Yorth considering. 
If Pve:·y smgle member on this side of the 
House were a director or solicitor it would 
n_ot have the slightest effect so far as legisla­
tiOn ·were concerned en anv GoYernmcnt that 
has u large majority as 'thcv have on the 
other side. The hon. gentlen1.an said it was 
the n1oNopohes who caused this great \Yar. 
Whc•.·e did he get that information from? 
Snrely as a member of ihis House he must 
have received a copv of the White Book 
iswcrl by Sir Edw~rd Gn•y giving full 
pa.rt1cuh:u·s. Snrt']y hon. nwn1bers have rc.ad 
that book. and if they have not rea'Cl it thev 
should haye re~'ld. it. To say that 1110nopolif'~S 
cau,ed the \1 a!' IS so utte!'h absurd and so 
utt<>rly unt!'uc that I cannot' understand how 
?-n~- person could use such an argument. If 
1t 1s n.cC'c.ssary to ?xclude directors, ol~ repre~ 
sent.abves of fore1gn or alien ~0111panies in 
onJer to ha . .-o pure politics, then it is neces­
sary to add all the yarious items that were 
menboned by the hon. member for Burke. 
As a matter of fact, it is a very difficult 
thing to arn\'"{-~, ~n connection lVith co11trarts, 
as to how far It would apply. You may 
be a shareliolder of a uompanv which has 
contracts with the Government. ·It might be 
sa1d that there was corruption there. Every­
one has dealings with the Govern1nent ~n 
one "ay or another, and yd the Govern­
ment s<1y that because certain people have 
d_ealmgs With the Government thev have no 
n(\·ht to be in this House bec'ause they 
Imght use their vote m the House in a 
c01:rupt manner. I do not believe in that 
pcmc,'plfl at all. . Hon. members also say 
that neca_use lobbymg has been ~ great curse 
m Amenca we want to m<1ke it impossible 
for such a tlung to happen h<>re, and Yet 
the ho': .. members who argue in that. \V ay 
have zhstmctly stated that so far as politics 
m Queensland am eoneerned they believe 
th<'m to be absolutely dean and pure. Th" 
Yery _fact . of introduring a measure of this 
sort Is neither more nor le'3s than <tn insult 
to ev<,ry honest man in the House. Is the 
h.on. _g-cntler:1an prr:pan~d to say that corrup­
tion IS carrwd on m Queensland politics? I 
h<tYO not heard of a single case of corruption 
m co!'nectwn w1th Pi;rliament except the ease 
m;nbonod by the hon. member for Burke. 
VIe can be perfectly sure that if hon. 
''!'embers know of any particular case tlwt 
lh~y would immediately bring it forward in 
t!1·1S Hou··e. The~· absolutely own that poli­
tiCs are elean and pure, and when they own 
that t~ey ~ondemn every argument in favouJ' 
of thiS B1ll. We believe politics in Ans· 
traha are pure, and I hope that politics will 
always be pure. It will be time enough 
for the GoYernment to introduce a Bill of 
th1s sort '"hGn 11olitic~ are not pure and 
wh<'n members use their influence for im· 
prope1· purposes. If corruption can be 
proved 8\'011' to a s.mall extent there certain],· 
would. b~~somc rcawn for introducing a BiLl 
of th1s ,_,md. But we do not reqUire hug-e 
corporatwns for building railwavs here. All 
the railway~ in America are buiit by privatp 
people, while here the rail" a\S are built 
by the State, and there is no ,;eed for cor­
ruption in connection with our railways unless 
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an individual member wants a particular 
line of railway, and then he will go round 
tD every membet• of Parliament and trv 
and induce them to vote for it. Therefore, 
corruption, as it applies in Atnenca, cannot 
apply here at all. All these huge corpora,­
tions in Amenca ha 1·e members \Yho are then· 
own notninees, \Yho are put in Pa1·liamcnt b;? 
them, who arc supported lly them and paicl 
by them, but such a thing doe& not exist 
here at all. and. therefore, to bring for 
ward a Bill.likc this is simply absurd. Thie 
Bill ie brought forward for a purpose which 
is utterly contemptible, and not only con­
temptible but it is disgraceful for any mar> 
to bring in a Bill which is aimed at somc•­
bodv we all know. I am surprised that anv 
Go,:crnrnent would introduce such a Biil 
unle"s they had proof of corruptiqn. 

Mr. MunPHY: And we must recollect that 
this same Government who introduced tl>Iis 
Bill has bought the Chillagoe Railway. 

Mr . .FORSYTH: Quite so. In any case 
there is no reason why this Bill should b" 
ln·onght forward, and I sincerely hope hon. 
members on both sides of the House will 
\-Dte a,g-ainst it 

Mr. POLLOCK (Grcgory): 1, fm· oneo: am 
in accord with sorne hon. n1e1nbers opposite 
who said that tbey desire a division on this 
matter. I want to see a division, and I 
want to know which "ay members of thi,s 
House are going to v.)te on this matter. I 
remember that during the course of the con­
scription campaign certain hon. members 
opposite, as well as a majority of Liberal 
members throughout Australia, accused tho 
anti-conscriptionists of having been bought 
with German gold, and with having been cor­
rupted by alic·n influences. I want to know 
exactly how those hon. members are going to 
vote when this motion goes to a division. I 
want to know if they are in favour of having 
as members cf this Parliament men who are 
being paid with the gold of German com­
panies. This Bill is going to find DUt those 
who have German or alien sympathies, and 
those· who haYe not, as that will be the effect 
of the division. It has been stated by the 
hon. member for Murrumba that there is no 
corruption in Australian politics. I do not 
know of any corruption, but I know of a 
tremendous number of charges that have been 
hurled from both sides of the House since I 
have been here, and if there is any corruption 
it is hardly likely that those guilty of it 
will go out of their way to advertise it. 
Then, we: are told that there is no lobbying 
here. It will be remembered when the 
vVorkers' Compcnsation Bill was going 
through last year that the lobbies of this 
House 1Yerc chock full of insurance agents 
and managers of insurance· con1panies. 

Mr. McPHAIL: What about the Gas Bill, 
too? 

Mr. POLLOCK: Yes, in connection with 
the Gas Bill also, and yet we are told that. 
there is no lobbying in the Queensland Par­
liament. It may be that we have no mem­
bers in this Parliament who are guilty of 
lobbying other members in co.nnection with 
certain Bills, yet I have' my doubts in that 
matter. Although I cannot mention an_v 
names, still I ha,-e a tremendous amount of 
suspicion and this Bill is going to do a good 
deal to clear the air in that direction. 'I'lw 
hon. member for Burke moved an amend­
ment, portion of which I can quite undPI'· 
stand ":'hen coming from him. He wishes 
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to include " Persons being secretaries, organ­
isers, or other officers or agents of trad1• 
unions." I know that the hon. member i' 
aware that there are one or bvo secretaries 
or organisers of trade unions up his way ,,,ho 
are going to get his scat at the nc::d 
election. 

:Mr. MURPHY: I ha Ye belted tliem all so 
far. 

Mr. POLLOCK: The hon. member l1<t8 

beaten them all so far, because up to the 
present they were unable to show ti1at he 
had Yot~d against the Labom party in din­
swn. ~ow, that he has taken part in the 
I.~.Ib~~~:al caucus and has voted against us in 
diY1S!Ol1 perhaps these organisers will be able 
to fix him up. 
.. Mr. M<:RPHY: Last year they had a long 
list of my delmqucncies in that respect. 

. Mr. POLLOCK: They had no division 
hst m which the hon. member voted against 
the Labour p_arty. The opinion members 
opposite have m regard to the secretaries of 
unions is somewhat remarkable. Thov think 
that it is everything that is good. pi·ovided 
that it is conducted properly, yet here we 
have an ,arrwndment which sets out. a" the 
hon. member for Bt!rke said, not to pr~vcnt 
Inen who arc org·anJ:sers or secretaries fl·orn 
opposing the sitting member of Parliament 
but which absolutely disqualifies them. Hov~ 
does he reconcile those arguments with his 
amendment'! . I want to know if he is pre­
pared to go mto those portions of his elec­
torate which are composed mainly of unionists 
and tell them that he has an objection to 
those men sitting in Parliament? 

Mr. :MURPHY: I am not afraid to go into 
any electorate. I have been there. I have 
given mv opinion of them, and they have 
given their opinion of me. 

Mr. POLLOCK: The hon. member for 
Burke referred to the fact that there was a 
likelihood of Labour members being under­
mined by organisers and secretaries. On occa­
sions \Ve might find organisers and secretaries 
who would undermine-human nature I sup­
pose is the same all the world over-still I 
do not think the danger is very grca t, -but 
this amendment would not prevent that to 
any great extent, bee a use if chey wanted to 
unde_rmine a sitting member they could easily 
put m some other man than an organiser. 

Mr. M<:RPHY: You know that that has been 
proposed. 

Mr. POLLOCK: I do not know that it has 
been proposed, but if it has been proposed 
by one organisation in Queensland, that does 
not say that it has the sanction of those 
who are responsible for the selection of candi· 
dates in Queensland. I know that there is 
going to be trouble over this matter, if those 
hon. members who have told us continually 
that they believe in unionism go out to their 
electomtes and say that men who are selected 
b,· the organisations are not really capable 
of sitting in this House, or should not be 
enti tied to sit. 

Mr. MoRGA)f: What did the Australian 
Workers' Union do when they sacked Theo· 
do re? 

Mr. POLLOCK: That is another of the 
klon. n1ember's n1isrepresentations, because 
they never sacked Mr. Theodore. I was one 
of the members cf the conference who re­
ceived Mr. Theodore's resignation with the 
greatest regret. Some reference has been 
made to the Industrial Workers of the \Vorld. 
This is a mo't ridiculous attempt to keep 

Industrial Workers of the vYorld members 
out of Parliament, when, as a matter of fact, 
they vv-ould not touch Parliament with a long 
stick. The hon. member for Dalby intimated 
that I had some past connection with the 
Industrial \Vorkers of the ·world, or knew 
certain of the officials, because I said they 
would not accept selection as Labour candi­
dates. I am one of those who take care, 
when I hear of any new policy or any new 
organisation, to understand what it stands 
for, and for some time I attended the Indus­
trial vYorkers of the 'IY orld's rneetiugs in the 
Domain in Sydney, and listened to what they 
had to say, and I understand what their 
policy is. While I do not hold any brief foF 
them and do not agree with them in the 
most of what they do, I cannot help thinking 
that this is a most foolish amendment which 
proposes to exclude them from sitting in 
Parliament, because King, one of the Indus· 
trial \Vorkors of the \Vorld's leading m<'n, re­
fused £600 a year when he was asked to go 
organising for the Red Federation of New 
~'"'land. That is a greater monetary temp­
tation than a seat in Queensland Parliament 
at £300 per year. He said that he would not 
under any circun1stancE's organise for any­
thing but the Industrial vVorkors of the 
VYorld. Again, there is Gram, who would 
sooner haYf~ starYcd on a crust around 
Svdnev than take on organising for an 
o;·gani"sation that he did/ not bPlieYe in. It 
is well that credit should be giv-en to those 
men for refusing those jobs. 

Mr. CARTER: For being honest. 

:Mr. POLLOCK: We do not want the 
Industrial Workers of the vVorld's policy in 
Australia. and the least we can do is Jo 
rduse to advertise it. An amendment of 
this. sort is only advertising an organisation 
that none of us agree with. 

As far as alien or monopoly companies are 
concerned, I am one of those who haYe con­
tinually opposed the holding of a seat in 
Parliament bv any of the reprPscntahves of 
that type of company. and I. think the 
m<tioritv of hon. members on this s1de have 
been in. the same position. It is no new de­
parture for this party to introduce a Bill 
which aims at that objective. 

Mr. CORSER (Hu.rnett} : I am supporting 
the amendment, because I think it is a good 
thing- to broaden the motion to the fullest 
extent, so as to make possible the exclusion 
of anything which it is desirable to exclude. 
I wonld remind the hon. member who has 
just resumed his seat that Mr. Hughes has 
already dealt with all German and foreign 
comJ>anies, and also with shareholders of 
such companies. It is generally known to us 
all that this motion is merely brought for­
ward to enable the Premier to vent his spleen 
on a member of the Opposition by stabbing 
him in the back, because that hon. member 
has been ahlc to show the bluff and bluster 
that sometimes comes from the Premier. 
The Premier comes along and introduces a 
motion like this. It would ha vo been far 
better to have put the hon. gentleman in 
question on the mat. 

:Mr. H. L. HARTLEY: You will get all you 
want before you arc done. 

Mr. CORSER: I am quite prepared foF 
all I get, and to give hon. gentleme_n opposite 
more than they can gJVe. VVe might make 
insinuations about real property business and 
other business i ust to lend colour and make 
insinuations, btit it is not my desire to make 
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any inferences of that kind. If I had any 
charge to make I would not infer b,J a motion 
d this kind, or leave a colour or a tint on the 
shoulders of a hon. member who is not guilty 
of any sin to his country or false to the 
oath that he has taken in this House. The 
hon. gt~nth~nwn against vvhom this charge is 
directed sits hero and represents a constitu­
ency which gayc him its confidence, and if 
there is anything in his actions that is not to 
the cn••lit of Queensland, the people will 
deal with him and g·ivc him a fair summing 
up and judgment. But can we exp-ect a fair 
judgment from the bludgeoning party we 
ha ,-o in power at the prcoent time, who 
bludgeon any hon. member on this side who 
wishes to -rlo his dutv to the country? The 
GO\-ernmcnt bench, on all occasions, try to 
oppose our de,ire to amend legislation, and 
arc now getting down in the dirt to try and 
cut out from the Opposition party one of our 
lwc.t and ablest men. Arc thev afraid that 
th<>y might be induced to listert to the hon. 
member and be induced to brino- forward 
.amending legislation'? It is cowardly for the 
Premier and the majority he has behind 
him to try and steal from the Opposition 
by foul means a member on this side. They 
want to throw an inference throughout the 
country that we have hero a man who is 
not loyal to his country and who is repre­
senting so1ne great German trust, and acting 
possibly to the detriment of the community. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! 'fhe hon. mem­
ber is quite in order in n1aking reference to 
a certain member or members of the House, 
but I tmst he will not base his whole speech 
on the statement that this motion is directed 
against any particular member. The motion 
cis clearly stated, and mentions no hon. mem­
ber 

The PRE"liER: Hear. hear r 
Mr. CORSER: That is where the cun­

ning· of the Premier lies. It is loaded, like 
n1ost things arc from the hon. gentleman. 
The hon. member who has just resumed his 
seat referred to thP lobbying that might be 
goiug on while Bills were going through. 

.:VIr. CARTER: \Y as going on? 

Mr. CORSER: Certainlv there is anv 
an1ount of lobbyjng. _As s;~n as a Bill {s 
introduced by the hon. gentleman we have 
agents from the Trades Hall, and lobb,-ing 
<Continuously. 1£Ycry l1on. rnen1ber in~ the 
House has taken an oath of allegiance to the 
King. I >>ill nut sa.v whc•ther the represen­
tatrvE'' of the gentleman who dictates to 
hon. members on the other side would take 
an oath of allegiance to the King. There 
are 'ome of them, I bclien1, who would not 
take an ~Jath of al!Pgiance, and when they 
cleun thctr own ranks frmn thoro who die~ 
tatc to them, it >Yil! be time to cast insinua­
tions on h<m. members on this side who have 
not only done their duty, but whose sons 
arc doin_o; ir al~o. "'e know perfectlv well 
that the lion. the :Minister for Public 'Land,; 
n1ade a great speech, in his o\\ n 1nind as to 
what he >Yould do to alien companie; But 
we know perfedly well he would be very 
pleased to supply a.n alien, insure ,an alien, 
or do anything with him in his line of busi­
mcss. and "-hy shoul-d wo not look at every 
section from the same standpoint and in the 
same light 'I Hon. members must admit, and 
they do admit. that there is nothing that 
any- single member of the Opposition can be· 
·charged with that is disloyal. But just to 
try and stain the minds of the people out­
side they arc forcing this business on as a 

[Mr. Corser. 

catch vote, because they are disheartened 
and frightened at the result proved to them 
on the 28th. (Government laughter.) We 
know perfectly well they are greatly disap­
pointed-so -disappointed are they that they 
arL' going to stand ont in a new light, and 
t.ry to recoYcr the confidence of the people 
that has been lost. (Great laughter.) 

Mr. CooPER: It would be interesting to 
hear you appealing to the workers after this. 

Mr. CORSER: My appeal to the <Yorkers 
has always been an honest appeaL And I do 
not want to nse insinuations and n1otions 
and amendments to try a.nd gull and deceive 
them. If there is ,,n,· real danger, why 
should hon. members not indude the share­
holc!Ns and all those provided for by the 
amendment, and if there is a real necessity 
-somE'thing that has not been covered by 
l\fr. Hughos' proposals--why does not the 
Premier rnake it cl0ar to the }louse, and \VO 
would then b0 quite prepared to support 
him .in enything that would bring about 
greater security? 

The PRUiiER: \Vhy is the Liberal party 
putting the cap on; I did not refer to any­
body. 

Mt'. CORSER: Putting what cap on? \Ye 
want to make the cap large enough to 
fit the hon. gentleman, and those who dictate 
to him, and he does not like it. J3pcause he 
sEJes there is a place for him in the amend­
ment. that there is room for his head and 
the head.s of those that run him, he does not 
like the cap that we show him. He claims 
that the motion he brings forward goes to 
the foundation of democratic legislation; I 
think it goes to the very voins and heart 
pulse of blackmail and slander. I do not 
think in any State Parliarncnt, or in any 
independc>nt Parliament in the world, we 
eYer fouuJ such a disgnceful insinuation 
coming from a man vvho clain1s the con­
f<chmcc of the people as its first citizen. I 
say the hon. gentleman should be ashame:l 
of his actions, and the meanness of Ins 
rnotion----

The SPEAKER : Order 1 Order ! 

Mr. H. L. HARTLEY: I had not intended 
to spe>ak upon this motion, because I thought 
it was OIJ" that would have recommended 
it~elf to the good sense of the House and to 
their idea of the hest means of government. 
I should haYe thought it would have found 
linntediate aCC'('ptnncc, and it is ~om0\Yhat 
surprising to find it has been foncrht in, the 
hostile ,'pirit it has been up to the present 
time. It seems to me that. as far as the 
critlrjsm or objection to the n1otion_has gone, 
while hon. members opposite are protesting 
thPir loYe of all that is noble and pure and 
their high regard for eYerything that goes tq 
mak0 for good goyernrnent and the keepmg 
of the Le ;islaturc of the State pure, they 
are simply attempting to throw the motion 
aside as something unnecessary. Admtttmg 
that up to the present time Australian 
politics have been tu a eert'lin extent of rather 
a hie;hc>r nrrler than in the older countries, 
surelv the historv of the day as it is unfolding 
itsel( at the pre;ent. 6me, and the revelations 
that haYc been caused by the war must have 
laid open to hon. member"- things that were 
preYiouslv unseen. undrea1nt of. in our 
national 'life; and, while such things are 
orc.urring in a greater degree in England. 
surelv there is cause for a ineasure tha.t will 
still 'keep tho political life of Australia as 
clean as it has hitherto been. (H(•ar, hear !) 
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It seems to me that in protesting so much 
members opposite have shown that this 
Bill has inadvertently touched more than 
one sore- spot, ~nd it sccn1s a very poor 
substitut" to put up the hon. member for 
Toowong for the purposes of defence, when 
it seems that inadHrtentlv the Bill ha" 
touched other interests. f cannot under. 
stand. if hon. members arc sincere in their 
protc,ts against kgislation that is going to 
make for the pnrity of public life in Ans­
tralia, why they arc protesting so hard. At 
the same time, while the public life has been 
pure in Australia. to a eertain extent, I do 
not think any hon. member will deny that 
there arc at times influences about that would 
attempt to wrest public men from the 
straight pa.ths and lo1Yer the standard of our 
national iifc. 

:vir. MrRPHY: John Wren. 
Mr. H. L. HARTLI~Y: Yes, 'and the 

Colonial Sugar Refining Company, and the 
Am<'rican Meat Combine and others. 

Mr. MoRGAK: And the liquor party. 
711r. MunPHY: And the 6 o'clock closing 

party. 
Mr. H. L. HARTLEY: Yes, and it seems 

to m<' that if people object to this Bill they 
are objecting because they arc afraid that 
their intNcsts will be touched, and thcv d" 
not want that. If they assume a spir;t of 
hostility to this measure, it is simpl~- because 
they arc afraid of something. Any man 
,,,~hose life is open and untouched will not 
object to being subject to examination by 
this rneasnrf'. 

The PRE}!TER: It will nC'arly abolish the 
L'ppcr House. 

:\Ir. H. L. HARTLEY: I am going to 
show that in one instance at least there is 
ground for belief that alien interests arc 
represented in Australia-perhaps not in this 
Assembly-and that a gentleman who has 
,;;;hares in that con1pany sits in the Legis­
lative Council. I want to sav while he is a 
shareholder in that company, 'in the matter I 
refer to. lu~ did not vote on anv division. I 
rafter to the MeahYorks Bill. It is a remark­
able thing that when that Bill was going 
through the Honse, every one protested that 
there wa.s enemy ea pi tal or alien ea pi tal 
involved. The Hon. A. J. Thynne admitted 
he was a shareholder of the company, and 
he claimed his right to speak on the Bill, 
althoug·h I do not think he did so. The point 
I wa.nt to get at is that. while we were 
discussing that Bill here, there was a prize 
court recently concluded in England, and the 
cargoes of certain vessels were found to 
consist mainly of meat, munitions, and other 
materia.! necesPary in the prosecution of the 
war, and the decision of the president of 
the prize court was that those materials 
were being consigned through Denmark 
not only to German territory, but for 
the naval and military forces. And 
further, tha.t the man who chartered the 
ships to carry those cargoes '\Yas a German, 
and I have not the slightE'st doubt he was 
one of the secret agents of the great GeTman 
Empire, and that meat came from the great 
Chicago Meat Company that has meatworks 
hero. The register of the Supreme Court 
shows that at least one member of the Legis­
la.tive Council was a shareholder in that 
company. \Vhen these things are revealed, 
surely hon. members will see there may be 
graver things in other diTections. I dis­
associate the hon. A. ,J. Thynne altogether 
from that part of the transaction, but, when 

it is known that the German secret ra.mifica­
tions go through all countries, surely hon. 
gentlemen can rise sufficiently high in the 
mterests of their conntry to accept a measure 
of this sort on its face value for the bPttor­
ment of the public life of th<~ country. (Hear, 
hear !) Then you wa.nt to look a little 
further, at some of the other legislation 
that has been introduced into this House at 
di!fPrent times-the Insurance Bill, the Gas 
Bill. The other night they wrangled over 
amendments in the Gas Bill in the 
Legislative Council between the company 
on this side of the river and a com­
pany on the other side-as to whether cer­
tain amendments should be put in. Is that a 
good state of things to have in a Chamber 
like that, that gentlemen consider interests of 
cmnpaniPs like that, instead of the pure 
object and aim of the Bill to better the gas 
supply of the country? \Vhy is there any 
objection to legislation that would eliminate 
that sort of thing? In taking up an attitude 
of hostility to the Bill, I say either hon. 
gentlemen· do not recognise the possibilities 
of adverse influences working in public life 
or then' are ulterior motives. It is rather 
a significant fact-the treatment that was 
meted out to the Premier in connection with 
a certain matter. It was rather remarkable 
that the gentleman I hav~ quoted as being 
a shareholder in that American company was 
also the Chairman of the Rocruiting Com­
mittee, and that certain information that 
should h1nc been confidential to that com­
mittee should ha.ve been divulged. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! Order ! 

Yir. I-I. L. HARTLEY: The hon. member 
for Burnett spoke about the metal business 
being controlled. It is controlled as far as 
:VIr. Hughes can control it, but he has not 
been able to .control it altogether. In the 
same prize court report published in the 
"Times" of July, hon. members will see 
that Australian . mota.ls were shipped to 
Germany, and that one boat loft Australia 
and was unloading in a German port 
on the outbreak of the war a cargo of 
Australian metals. There were two ships 
which had on board metals that came 
from the Australian Metal Company 
shipped in Adelaide. Mr. Hughes certainly 
brought in the Metal Exchanges Bill, bnt 

over in the old country enemy 
[5.30 p.m.] compa.nies have not altogether 

been eliminated. About four days 
ago a cahle which appeared in the ''Courier" 
showed that Mcrton and Company had been 
merged into an English company, but there 
is no justification for saying that those men 
ar<l purely Englishmen acting in the interest 
of the British Empire. As a matter of fact, 
some of them who were previously interested 
in the cargo of these ships were British firms, 
and claimed the right to send that cargo on, 
and they also claimed compensation for 
freight and insurance. If they have English­
men in England who are poor spirited enough 
and traitors enough to their country to 
indulge in transactions of that sort there is 
not the slightest doubt that Gor.rnan power 
can g·ct a few poor renegade men in this 
countrv to do the same. With things like 
that i,; view. this Chamber should be ready 
to welcome this Bill, not only in the interests 
of public life and the keeping pure of public 
life in Queensland, but also in the interests 
of the Empire to which we belong. 

Mr. MORGAN (l)![urilla): In connection 
with this particular matter in the speech 

Mr. Morgan.] 
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just delivered by the hon. member for Fitz­
roy, he failed to tell us that the meatworks 
companies which are supposed to be operat­
ing in Queensland at the present time, got 
pern<ission to erect their large works down 
the Brisbane River from a Labour Govern­
Inent. 

Mr. H. L. HARTLEY: ·what Labour Govern­
ment? 

Mr. M ORGAN: The Fisher Government. 
It was a Labour Government that gave that 
meat company permission to carry on ics 
operations in Queensland. 

GO\'ERXMEXT MEo!BERS: Ko ! 

Mr. MORGAN: We know that the Pre­
mier has entered into an agreement with 
the present meatworks company. 

The SPEAKER: Order! I hope the hon. 
gentleman will connect his remarks with the 
amendment 

Mr. MORGAN: The hon. gentleman who 
has just resumed his seat was allowed to 
refer to these things, and members of the 
Opposition should be treated in the same 
\vay. 

'l'he SPEAKER : Order! If the hon. mem­
ber makes reflections on the Chair he will 
not be allowed to speak at all. (Hear, hear !) 

Mr. MORGAN: It is a matter for you to 
say whether I should be allowed to speak Of 
not, but I was just pointing out that other 
members have ·referred to this question. The 
introduction of this Bill may be looked upon 
as nothing more nor less than an attempt 
b:c the Premier to get even, as it were, with 
a certain firm of solicitors who do business 
in Brisbane. \Ve realise that certain events 
have taken place during the last two or three 
months which were not to the liking of the 
Premie1:, and he has endeavoured on ever:y 
occasion to retaliate on that particular firm 
o£ solicitors. In doing that he has been 
guilty of spite, and he accused that firm of 
blackmail. 

The SPK\KER: Order! The hon. mem­
ber has not vet connected his remarks with 
the motion oi· the amendment. 

Mr. J\[ORGAN: I will connect my remarks 
if you will give me time. I was just dealing 
with the attitude of the Premier, who intro­
duced this Bill. 

Mr. KmWAN: The Bill is not before the 
House yet. 

Mr. MORGAN: Well, we are dealing with 
the resolution which proposes to introduce 
a Bill. This resolution only deals with the 
disqualification of certain individuals, ::tnd the 
hon. member for Burke wishes to widen the 
scope of the Bill so that others who may 
bring corrupt influences into this House mfty 
be dca.lt with as well. As mentioned bv one 
hon. member, it is proposed in the amend­
ment that the Attorney-General should not 
be ablfl to brief himself and write his own 
cheque. 

The Pm;:\IIER: The Attorney-General does 
not write his own cheque. 

Mr. MORGAN: He says what amount of 
fees he is to receive. 

Mr. KIRWAN: You know that is untrue. 

Mr. MORGAN: It is common p1·operty in 
Brisbane to-day among the legal profession 
<hat in regard to the Premier's trip home, 

[Mr. Morgan. 

that so far as the Premier himself is con­
oerned, he benefited to the extent of over 
£5.500. 

The PREMIER: That is absolutolv untrue. 
T wish it were true. 'l'his is the f],:st I have 
heard of it. 

Mr. MORGAN: It is so difficult for mem­
bers to obtain reliable information from 
members of the Government, but that is what 
is said in Brisbane to-day. We know that he 
received £1.800 expenses from the Govern­
ment, but in addition to those expenses he 
r_ecc•ivcd fees amounting to over £5,500. 

The PREoiiER: That is an absolute myth. 

Mr. MORGAN: We cannot find out really 
the amount the Premier did receive. 

The PREMIER: If you said that it is worth 
£5,500 it would be quite correct. 

Mr. MORGAN : It was once said by the 
present High Commissioner for Australia in 
London, J\1r. Andrew Fisher, that no man 
in Australia was capable of earning £500. 

Mr. KIRWAK: He never said anything of 
the kind. 

Mr. M ORGAN: The Premier himself re­
ferred to the enormous amount of money 
made by certain companies in Queensland. 
He refei·red to the prolits made by the squat­
ters. I would like to know the squatter who 
has no more monev invested than the Pre­
mier has in his P<'~·sonality. who is capable 
of making a profit of £5,500 in so short a 
time. 

J\Ir: O'SI.:LLIVAN: You arc persisting m 
making misleading statements. 

Mr. MORGAN: I would like to refer to 
the fact that this Bill does not deal with 

- persons who may be representing interests 
here such as the liquor interest. That is. a 
bodv which has large sums of money at Its 
disposal. We know that the money of the 
liquor interests is being spent for poht10al 
purposes. 

An HOXODRABLE J\1E,IBER: And the Temper­
ance Association. 

Mr MORGAN : I do not know if the 
Temperance Association have, got _large su1ns 
of moncv but we know that rho hquor party 
hft ve o·ot 'enonnous funds "'\\hi eh a re used for 
certai~ purposes. It has be<'rl s":id that the 
funds of the liquor party are bcmg used m 
this 1-Iou'3C. If their 1noncy is going to be 
nse<l for corruption and for the vurposc of 
influencing Jneinbcrs in their yotf\s, 1vo have 
a right, now that we have a Bill hdorR _us. 
to cndefivour to -do a\VaY \nth all that kmd 
of corruption. vVe lwmv that at the l~'·cosent 
time the Premier is like the worm m the 
claws of the eagle, and he is squirming 
<Jnd wriggling~ and that is the l'C'-a . ..;on for 
the introduction of this Bill. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! Order ! 

:VIr. J\IORGA::'\1: vVo would likA i.n see 
this mea8are debar others beside, th~se the 
Premier has mentioned. vVe know tbat. the 
Prc1nie1· has sho\YTI a certain an1ount of dis­
t"ust to and is not friendly with H certain 
firm of solicitors in Brisbane, and in my 
opinion is uc.;ing his pO\'H~r, as Premier, in 
introducing this Bill to display his personnl 
spleen. 

The PHE'YlfER: The leader of the Opposi­
tion referred to " members" on that side. 

Mr. MORGAN: We know that the Hon. 
the Premier volunteered for acti vc service, 
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and certain remarks were published through­
cut the whole world saying that he was the 
only Premier who had volunteered. 

The PRE;\!IER: I never suggested any such 
thing. 

Mr. MORGAN: lt was stated that he was 
doing his duty in volunteeriu~, but we saw 
in " letter published in the Press the full 
particulars of what took place so that the 
public could know exactly what happened. 

The PRE~IIER: Rico own o<\cretary, Mr. 
Wilcle Ball, uonh·adicted hilll. 

:Mr. :MORGA=": That letter was not to 
the liking of !he Premier, and now he is 
using his po,ver >as Pren1ier to try and in­
timi-date those two members who have been 
mentioned in the Chamber to~day and to 
blackmail them. 

The SPEAKER: Ord0r! I ask the hon. 
member to withdraw the word "blackmail." 

Mr. l'\IORGAN: I withdraw it at your 
request. I do not know whether you were 
in the chair the other nig·ht when the Pre­
mier made use of the same word. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! 

Mr. MORGA:-1: When the Premier was 
dc.aling· with this particular matter the other 
uight, the hon. mernbP.r for rroo\vong issued 
a challenge and the Premier accused him 
and his firm of· blackmailing him. The Pre­
mier was not asked to withdraw the won! 
" blackmail" on that occasiOn. 

The SPEAKER: Oi'-cln! l can c·'' ure the 
hon. member that if any hon. nwmber in this 
House accuses another hon. member of 
bletclunail, he will haye to withdraw it 

HONOURABLE MEi\iBERS : Heur, hear ! 

Mr. MOH.GAN: I quite agree that it is 
your ·c~uty to sec that that is done, but I was 
present when that speech was doli ,-ored, and 
I cnn assure you-and if you look up 
" HGnsard" you will discover it for you11sclf 
~the Prontier lllade uso of the word "black~ 
mail" in respect to the firm of Thynne and 
JVIacartney, and both those gentlemen arc 
membcn of the different Chambers. The 
Premier was not asked to withdraw the 
word on that ocoasion. 

The SECRETARY FOR .\GRlCl:LTcRE: You arc 
asked to withdraw it now, ancl that is enough 
for you, anyvvay. 

Mr. MOHGAN: I withdraw it out of re· 
spect to the Chair. Th:,· people of Queens­
land will recognise this fact that, so far as 
this Bill is <::onccrned, the Governn1ent \VCre 

not serious when they introduced it. \Ve 
recognise that in respect to the amendment 
there is more protection nece~sary fro1n those 
\Vho arc associated ·with tho gri:>atost rnonopoly 
we htive in Queensland to-day. That is the 
Australian \Vorkers' Union. That nssocia­
tion must bo looked upon as the greatest 
monopoly that exists in Queensland to-day. 
We must recognise that Mr. Thoodore was 
Trcasure1· in the Government and he also 
occLlpie-d the dual position of president of 
the Australian Workers' Union as well as 
Treasur01· of Queensland. Eventually he 
discovered that he could not possibly serve 
two masters. anrl according to an hon. gentle­
man opposite whose word I accept, the 'frea­
surer decided to resign from the position of 
president of the Australian ·workers' Union. 

What was the position o£ that hon. rrentle­
man when he occupied both offic<'"?" That 
was an anornalv. N<.l' rnernber of a Cabinet 
shcmrd occupy a position as president of the 
Australian Wotkers' Union. The Premier 
himself knows that no matter how he may 
desire to do certain things or how his con­
sciencp may dictate in certain clirections, he 
1s not able to carry out the dictates of his 
eonscwnce if the Australian \Vm·kers' Union 
dc6de against him. In proof of that I will 
read a few remarks me.do by Mr. Hughes 
only yestotday, anrel appearing in the 
"'{~onricr'' t-his morning. This is what lV[r. 
Hnp;hes said-

" Of latE', howeve1', this system has 
been eneroe.rhed upon by attempts by 
outside organisations to control members, 
so that they were no longer free agents 
but rnercl:v registered the opinion of the 
outside organisations who -were not 
responsible to the electors, who never 
came before them, and over whom the 
electors had no control." 

Mr. H. L. HARTLEY: Mr. Hughes made a 
lot of wild statements. 

Mr. M ORGAN; That is a statement me.de 
by Mr. Hughes in connection with the mem­
bers of the caucus in Parliament. 

Mr. LAND: He was a member himself. 

Mr. MOHGAN: That shows that members 
opposite are responsible to men outside. They 
arc allowed to occupy seats in this Chamber, 
and they can receive certain £cos, and noth· 
ing can bo said against them in any. shape or 
fm·m. It has not been shown by any speaker, 
who has addressed himself on this matter of 
an alteration of the Constitution, that at any 
time corruption has existed in the Queens­
land Legislature, and the only reason given 
for the introduction of this measure is that 
on sorr1c future occasion something may take 
place similar to th~ corruption that exists 
in America to-day. Queensland for the last 
flfty years, with the c."ception of the last 
few months, has been governed by a Liberal 
Go,·ernmcnt, and corruption has not been 
able to live here during that period, which 
shows that, so far as the Liberal Adminis­
tration "\Vas concerned, that it \Vas po,verful 
enough to prevent corruption in any shape 
or form. If there 1s any necessity for legis­
lation of this sort to-clay, it is only because 
the Premier and his party are liable to be 
corrupted. He himself is evidently afraid 
that something in this direction may occur 
·during the p<•riod that he rules in Queens­
land. That is the only conclusion one can 
arriYo at. 

::\Ir. II. L. H.mTLEY: Then, why oppose 
the Bill? 

1'\Ir. MORGA=": If you will stop that jack­
a",'., 1Vlr. ·Speaker--

The SPEAKER: Order ! I hope the hon. 
m~mbcr will use parliamentary language. 

c\Ir. 1110HGAK: There arQ onlv two rea· 
sons whv this Bill should be Introduced. 
One is that the Government fear or see some 
reason that corruption is likely to creep in 
during the next fe>v months, and therefore 
the Premier seizes the opportunjty of strik­
ing at some hon. members who have opposed 
him in certain matters. 

Mr. LAND interjected. 

Mr. M ORGAN: If my friend with the 
large stomach and the weak voice will only 

lrfr. 1l1organ-.J 
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stop his interjections I will tell him that so 
far as Germans are concerned, the only 
party who has a natnralised German in their 
party is the Labour party. 

Interruption by Goycrnment members. 

'rhc SPEAKER: Order! Order! 
':\h. CARTER: What about your own party'! 

The SPEAKER: Order ! Order ! 

l\Ir. MORGAN: \Yhilc this Bill is going 
to prc1·ent l3ritishers who may represent alien 
corporations or n1onopolics-and a monopoly 
is practically to be decided bv the Govern­
ment and it~ friends-if it h1ppeps that tho 
Opposition has a -·strong member who is act­
ing for a company, the Government can 
decide that the company is a monopoly, 
and thereby preYent that member from occu­
pying a seat in Parliament. \Vhy does the 
Bill not go further, and prevent natural­
horn Gennans fron1 becoming members of 
this Assembly? Is there not a greater danger 
to Australia and the Empire in having native­
born Germans sitting in this House than in 
having Australian or British born subjects 
who aro acting on behalf of certain com­
panies·: Bloo-d is thicker than water, and 
if the people of Queensland desire to elect 
a German or a Bulgarian, or a Turk, or an 
Austrian as a member of Parliament, they 
may do so. 

lVIr. CARTER: Or a mongrel. 

:'vir. MORCAX: They elected a m-ongrel 
when they ~dccted the hon. member. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! I must ask the 
hem. member to withdraw the word "mon­
grel.'' 

l\Ir. ::\10RGAN: It was onlv because of the 
intorjc'ction that I uwd the word "mongrel," 
but I have pleasure in withdrawing it. 
K eyerthelcss, if my friend intc'rjects, he must 
take what he gets. \\~hen I interject I take 
what corncs to mo without in any \Yay being 
offPndcd. I think I am able to protect myself 
in that direction. If we wish to prevent the 
Parliament of Queensland becoming influ­
enced b:v Gf'rmans or others of enerny origin, 
then we should go as far as to sav that 
natural-born Ger~mns, Austrians, Tu;ks, or 
Bulgarians should not sit in this House, •and 
I would be prepared to say that we should 
not a !low a descendant of an enemy subject 
to take a scat in this House. 

Mr. CARTER: You would be shut out. 

Mr. l\fORGAN: There is not ono drop of 
foreign blood' in my veins. All the mem­
bers of my family can be traced to good, 
noble, British blood, and I am not in any 
way connected with the enemies of Great 
Britain. Some of my friends opposite will 
recognise that they cannot say the same of 
themselYcs. I am proud to say I am of 
\Velsh descent, and at the present moment 
the Welshmen seem to be Tuling the world. 
(Laughter.) If this Bill is necessary, I recog­
nise that it will be greatly improved by the 
amendment, as it will show that we are 
making a true effort to keep certain people 
out of this House who, perhaps, should not 
be allowed to sit here. The Bill as it now 
stands is only a direct charge aimod at cer­
tain indh·iduals in order to satisfy the per­
sonal spleen of the Premier because they 
have dared to criticise his administration and 
to endeavour to do their dutv as members 
of the Opposition, to do which they were 
elected by the people of Queensland. 

[Mr. 111organ. 

Mr. COLLINS (Bo1cen): I notice that the 
hon. member for Burke in mo-ving the 
amendnwnt rna,do special reference to' some 
1·emark I made on the Financial Statement. 
I want to tell the hon. member that the 
member for Bowen is not in this Huuse to 
take any dictation from the member for 
Burko or any rnen1ber sitting in Opposition 
or on this side. The hon. member for 
Murilla made mention of the fact that we 
have had fifty year~ of Liberal Government 
in Queensland, and the hon. member for 
~Vlurrumba also made a similar statcmnnt. 
Those hon. members want to realise that we 
aro not living in ,,,. state of primitive industrv 
to-day, but are li 1·ing in a form of industry 
that has developed considerably during the 
last fifty years. Fifty years ago trusts and 
combines were practically unknown. Mon­
o-polies were only commencing to be thought 
of fifty years ago. Things have changed 
since then, and what might have suited 
Queensland, even five, years ago, is not going 
to suit us to-day. If we take the census 
returns dealing with the wealth of Australia 
we will find that a very few people in Aus­
tralia already own the greater nart of the 
wealth of Australia. That proves- that evolu­
tion is taking place, and that the wealth of 
this country is getting into fewer and fewer 
hands, and, therefore, it is necessary to intTO­
duce such legislation as is outlined in this 
motion. 

Reference has been mentioned of the 
United States. It is admitted by most hon. 
membero that corruption does exist in the 
·united States. T'his country is ·progre·ssing 
industrially on similar lines to the 1)nit:>d 
States, which might be termed the classic 
home of industry, as that is the place whore 
[ndustry reaches its highest development. The 
result has been that corporations have come 
into existence. in that couutry, and I take it 
we wish to avoid the same painful process 
that they are going through in the United 
States. There arc other parts of the world 
where corruption has come into the political 
life apart altogether from America. 

A GovERKlVIENT ME;\IBER: Canada. 

Mr. COLLI:'\S: Not only in Canada, but in 
South Africa. I have in my hand a book called 
"The Evolution of :Modern Capitalism," 
by John A. Hobson. It is just as well to 
let the people of Queensland know what is 
taking place in other parts of the world, 
and what may take place here, because 
the money power is a most powerful factor. 
'rho reason such legislation was not so rnuch 
required in the past is owing to the fa.ct 
that we never had a Labour Government 
in power, and the money power in Queens­
] and is roused to-day owing to the legisla­
tion that this Government is placing on the 
statute.book, and they are out to fight us. 
I will prove, from this quotation that I am 
about to read, that they are seeking to con­
trol everything that has a tendency to enable 
them to control the political machine. \Ye 
saw the result latclv in connection with the 
conscription campaign when practically the 
whole of the Press of Australia was opposed 
to the anti-conscriptio-nists. Mr. Hobson on 
page 266 says-

" The most distinctive feature of South 
African finance, however, has been the 
skilled use which the financiers made of 
political machinery to assist them in im­
proving and marketing investments. The 
actual lands which form the material 
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basis of industrial and speculati>e exploi­
tation, Kimberley. the Ran-d. Rhodes;a, 
have in each case involved in their acqui­
sition the application of a medley of non­
econotnic forces, legal treachery in the 
case oi Kimberley, the dupery of ' con­
cessions.' riveted by armed force in 
Rhodesia, bribery and diplomatic co­
ercion followed bv war in the Transvaal. 
The financiers w~rked 'politics' and the 
coerci vo machinery of the State at everv 
turn in their career; to obtain special 
legislation for the diamond industry, to 
pro1noto railroad facilities, and to sccu 1 e 
immunity from taxation they required in­
fluence in the Cape Go.-ernment; the 
flotation of the Chartered Company and 
the 'protection' of its properties against 
native risings involved Imperi a! in­
fluence; the management of. Ylr. 
Kruger's GoYernmont in the Transva>tl 
kept them incessantly da1Jbling in the· 
internal politics of that country, seeking 
concessions and other priYileges, plan­
ning raids and ultimately organising· a 
catastrophe which was worked on their 
behalf and by their express machination 
at tBe prodigious expense of the British 
Governrnent." 

That is what they w<'re able to do in the 
'fransvaal, and thero is a danger in allowing 
people to keep seats in this Parliament or 
in other Parliament who represent these 
particular interests. Further on, Mr. Hob­
son says--

" In new unsettled countries the 
financier is in constant need of political 
assistance; ho n~eds political contml in 
order to ITlatur£> his financial oporabons, 
and he is able to obtain it. The power 
of the little group of men who wield the 
!1nances of De Beers and the Rand is 
.-irtually absolute in the politics of SJnth 
Africa." 

Thci r eon~rol over the finances of the country 
and pub he . finance enables them to wreck 
every political scheme antagonistic· to their 
interests. That is what thev are aiming at 
in Queensland. I have hcen watching them 
for some considerable time. It is like a 
chain, they an; forging link after link right 
up to the Legislative Council. It is just as 
well to emphasise the point about South 

Africa. While it seems to be 
[7 p.m.] claimed that the corruption is 

insidious in the United States, 
some people seem to think that corruption 
does I]J)t exist in the British Dominions. I 
am going to show that it exists in a very 
high form indeed in South Africa. Hobson 
goes on to say-

" To realise the fullness of thio power 
to paralyse effective opposition, we must 
remember that not only are the mining 
industries under their control, the only 
solid sources of riches the whole countrv 
possesses, that upon them depend th;, 
success or failure of the trading in­
terests at the ports and in Kimberley 
and in Johannesburg, of the public and 
private railroad and telegraphic com­
panies, banking and insurance businesses, 
the collieries and jron mines, irrigation, 
and all other manufacturing and agri­
cultural works demanding capital. Not 
merely are all these industries economi­
cally dependent on the mines, but the 
mineowners supply their capital and 
appoint their officers." 

1916-5 X 

I want the House to particularly take notice 
of the next quotation-

" Nowhere in the world has there ever 
existed so concentrated a form of 
capitalism as that repre.se_nted by t~e 
financial power of the mmmg houses m 
South Africa, and nowhere else does that 
power so completely realise and enforce 
the need of controlling politics." 

I sav that what is true of South Africa is 
also' true of Queensland and the Common­
wealth in general. It has already reached a 
form of development here in Australia higher 
than some people seem to think. It is up_ to 
the Lflbour party to block that controlhng 
influence, and we are comn1encing to do so 
bv the introduction of this measure. It goes 
o;1 to say-

" The newness of the country and the 
absence of any earlier growth of strong 
vested interests have enabled these 
financiers, dra\\'ll fron1 all the European 
countries, to develop the latent powers 
of pure finance more logically th':n el~e­
whcre; the immensely rap1d possJblhtl€s 
of financial exploitation has attracted 
thither not a fm, financial intellects of 
the highest order, men who have k_nown 
how to adapt finance to the particular 
enyironmont aud to operate at once upon 
the racial and economic antagonisms 
within their area of industrial operations, 
and upon the patriotic sentiments in 
Great Britain need to secure for their 
investments the political and military 
assistance necOR'3ary to mature them. 
Their strategy has been large and master­
ful. Recognising that the success of their 
financial operations and of their politicai 
adjunct3 \vas dependent upon the> move­
ment of public opinion and public senti­
ment in South Africa and Great Britain, 
they bought the leading organs of the 
South African Press. subsidised political 
parties in Africe" and Great Britain, and 
organised a rnorai propanganda among 
the churches and the philanthropic 
bodies. By thus creating a volume of 
p11blic intere't and confidence in South 
African ' developm0nt' th• y secured an 
atmosphere favourable to investment; by 
playing upon fears, suspicions, and senti­
mental aspirations they produced an 
a~itation of public mind refleeted in the 
share-market; by a concentrated exel'tion 
of all their moral and intellectual in­
fluence they engineered a catastrophe, 
fron1 the ruins which they have emerged 
with a firmer grip than ever upon the 
substantial resources of the country· and 
its government. which implies a· more 
profitable handling of the share-market." 

I am quoting from an English author, from a 
man who is acknowledged in the economic 
world as being one of the leading- thinkers 
of Great Britain. Let no one tell me that 
the sctme forces are not at work in this 
State. What alarms me at times is the 
simplicity of some of my colleagues in con­
nection with the evolution of oapitalism in 
this State and the Commonwealth. I am not 
finding fault with any partioular individual, 
as I realise that th<>v are oreatures of the 
capitalistic syotem. hut these people who 
represent monopolies and trusts and com­
bines should not occupy a seat in this House. 
I claim that I understand the working class 
movement, and it is not in the interests of 
the workers that the people who represent 

Mr, Gollins.] 
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these powerful combines should be the law­
makers of Queensland, or any part of th0 
Commonwc~lth, If the workers are going t 0 
procure their own. They have not hesitated 
t? make war when necessary. They at all 
tmH:s seek to control the political machinf', 
and ;vhen they cannpt get direct representa­
tion 111 Parliament, they seek hv other means 
to control the political 'machine. Is there 
an.Y:onc who can say that we control the 
pohti:al_ machine in the State of Queensland? 
No; It IS controlled by the Upper House, by 
-the money power, by gentlemen who repre­
sent the different companies and f1nancial 
institutions in the Legislative Council, and 
wh? block every useful piece of legislation 
whiCh we introduce in the interests of the 
people. Some people elaim that we have not 
reached that form of development in Aus­
traha mentwned m the book I have quoted 
I am going to quote from a pamphlet en: 
titled, "The Kingdom of Shylock" by 
Frank Anstey, M.P., pttge 8. It stat~s-

" SHYLOCK AND ' SH:R}l".TAGE.' 
"The little clique of 'financiers' who 

control the banks, insurance societies, 
trustee ttnd loan agencies of Australia 
are going to make a fine harvest out of 
the ' wrtr loar:s.' Their ' shentage' will 
be their patriotism, and all thev can 
makfl will be their ' sacrifice.' v\i c are 
cutting the road wide and smooth for the 
passage of our own grown Morgans. 
V anderbilts, and Schneiders. 

" J ames Burns, Robert Philp, Adam 
and James Forsyth, J. T. Walker, J. R. 
F:airfax, of the Burns, Philp combina­
twn ; Levy, Cohen, and Moses, of the 
Sydney Gaslight monopoly; W. C. \Vatt, 
Knox, Kater, Mackellar, Binnie, Buck­
land, Cowley, Reg Black. and Onslow 
Thompson, of the Sugar squeeze; control 
the 250 branches of the Bank of New 
South \V ales, the 200 branches of thP 
Commercial Banking Company of 
Sydney, the Bank of North Queensland, 
the Auscralian 1\Iutuai Provident, and 
nine-tenths of the life. firo. tr;,ste0s, and 
loan agencies that opi'rate in the two 
States of :'\Jew South \V ales and Queens­
land.'' 

Then, hon. members opposite state that we 
have had fifty years of Government, and 
these things have not been brought about 
in QVteensland. Of course, thev have not 
been brought about, because the conditions 
are not favourable. As I pointed out earlier 
in my remarks, it is the evolntion of industry. 
Im;~.ginf' all these people controlling all the 
things mentioned in this pamphlet by Frank 
Anstey. They say they should be lawmakers, 
and allowed to take their seats in this 
ChambP!'. \Ye k_now that, unfortunately, 
they occupy seats m the other Chamber. 

Mr. McRPHY: The Adelaide Labour Con­
vention did not take much notice of Anstev 
on that question. " 

Mr. H. L. HARTLEY: They did not take 
much notice of Hugh<''l either in Adelaide. 

Mr. COLLINS: It does not matter to me 
in what direction other countries are legisla­
ting; it is a question M to what direction 
we are going to legislate. 

GovERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. COLLINS : We are one of the 
youngest countries of the world, and it is 
for us to lead the way in this direction. 
Hon. members opposite are alarmed about 
it. Last night they talked for hours about 
the owners of the various insurance com-

[Mr. Collins. 

panics, but we did not h~ar them talking 
about the mass of the people. I have just 
g9t one more quotation dealing with the 
L nued States. Vi' e _do not want to pass 
through the same pamful process that the 
United States has passed through. I have 
no desire to see the publie life of Queens­
land become corrupted in that way. If it· 
has been pure as hon. members opnosite say 
m the past, let us see that it is pure in the 
future. I do not know whether the hon. 
member for Murrumba i-; the Jarnes For­
syth mentioned when I was quoting from 
Mr. Anstey's pamphlet, but I will show him 
the pamphlet later on if he wishes to see it. 
Quoting from the work I have already re­
ferred to, on page 205 it is stated--

The SPEAKER: Order ! I would like to 
point out to the House that it is very 
unusulll for a debate like the present to take 
place at this stage of a Bill. I have allowed 
a good deal of latitude in the discussion, be­
cause it is an importrmt motion. The debate 
that has taken place has really been a second 
reading debate on the Bill. At this stage-on 
the resolution asking for leave to introduce a 
Bill- it is onlv usual to allow the mover of 
the motion to "explain the Bill so that hon. 
members will know exactly on what lines it 
is drawn. I hope that hon. members will 
keep a,, closely as possibl" to the motion, 
and not make second reading speeches. I do 
not intend to block the debate now, as hon. 
members h01ve spoken so fully on the matter, 
but I hope, at any rate, that it will result in 
a good deal lese debate on the second reading 
of the Bill. 

HO);OCRABLE i\'IE~IBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. COLLINS: I quite agree that a good 
deal of this could be c,aid on the second 
reading, and I do not propose to deal with 
ic at any greater length, as I shall be able 
to deal with it more fullv on the second read­
ing of the Bill. 1 was going to make re­
ference to this quotation, where he says-

" Thirdly, the conupt domination of 
politics by business interests, stronger 
in the United States than in any great 
industrial nation of Europe, enables the 
great railroad and busines~ corporations 
to procure municipal and Scate charters 
and other profitable privileges, to over­
ride many l>tws with impunity, and to 
avoid their fair share of contribution to 
the public purse." 

I notice that one hon. member made refer­
ence to the Industrial \Vorkers of the \'c orld. 
I want to sav here that the man who is in 
the political 'life of this State or the. Com­
monwealth, and who does not make himself 
acquainted with the different schools of 
thonght, no matter by what name they may 
be known, is, in my opmion, not lit to be a 
legislator. I belie.-e there was a raid made 
Dl1 C'ertain premises during the conscriptjon 
campaign, and I am satisfied that if therD 
harl been a raid on one particular active 
conscriptionist there would have been more 
works founil dealing- with the Industrial 
\Vorkers of the ·world than in connection 
with anv man I know of in Quoonsland_ 
I will mention no names, because I ,am find­
ing no fault with him at all. I am not here 
t•J dcf,md the Industrial Workers of the 
·w mld. Their doctrines ha Ye been denounced 
bv me in various parts of the State, because 
thev do not believe in political action. One 
schZ:ol of the Industrial \Vorkers of the ·world 
does not ; others do. Th<>re are several sec­
tions of the Industrial \Vorkers of the World, 
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and I am not here to defend them; neither 
am I hero to sneer and jeer at them. Many 
people sneer at thing·s they do not under­
eland. The hon. member for Burke intro­
duced the Industrial \V orkers of the World 
in his amendment, but at the same time I 
am .not going to vote for his amcndrnent, 
bocctusc l am not g·oing to be sidetracked or 
pulled hy the hon. member for· Burke or any 
other hon. member. As I said at the cam· 
mcncmncnt of rny ren1arks, I am not looking 
for anv dictation from the hon. member for 
Burke ·as to how I shall vote. I HID respon­
sible to by own party and the people who 
put me into Parliament, and I- am quite 
·content to be responsible to them. 

Mr. SW A YNE (Mirani): After listening 
to the last speaker, one would wonder how 
we have attained our present state of liberty 
under the system he mentions. The fact that 
under that very system he and his friends 
hold the reins of Government is sufficient 
disproof of the assertions he has made in 
regard to the s: stem he has condemned. Ho 
dwelt extensiYely on the efforts of capitalism 
to control the political machine and with the 
i.nfluc•n{'e usc.J in regard to conscription. If he­
has nothing worse than that to urge against 
them-the mere fact that they did their best 

• to insure that the thousands of young fellows 
.should be compelled to do their duty to 
their country, as every man should be corn~ 
pclled-I think his charge largely falls to 
the ground. We· are told that the ostensible 
objcet of the Bill will be to prevent corrup­
tion and disloyalty in the Queensland Par· 
liamcnt. but I think anvono who followe-d 
cur proceedings during th~ last few days will 
know that onlv quite recentlv-since a mem­
ber of thf O-pposition has ·proved himself 
rather a thorn in the side of the Govern­
I!Wnt-that· this was brought along. It is 
·1nn-thy of note that nothing was heard of 
thi., measure at the beginning of the session. 
I think I rna~,T say it was sprung on the 
Ilnusc ye::,tPrduy. As regards the amend­
n:cnt. and the object of the Bill as far as 
preventing corruption and disloyalty in Par­
J:e.mcnt. I think we will all agree that the 
c bj PCt is a praiseworthy one. In supporting 
his argumeuts for the Bill, the hon. g·cntle· 
man spoke about the state of things in 
America. rnorc Pspecially in connection with 
railway busi1wos. As far as Queensland is 
ecn1errncd, th€'rc js no scope for such action. 
Our railwa;~·s, thanks to Liberal Administra­
tions, are the property of the State, and as 
far a-, any scope for lobbying in connection 
'vith our raihvays, it does not exist. 

The PREYIIER: You know there arc some 
private railways in Queensland. 

Mr. SW A YNE : Before I go further, I 
would like to remark. in regard to the hon. 
rnembe1· at \i\Thom this legislation is. aimed, 
has bePn returned and enjoyed the confi· 
dence of a large metropolitan electorate 
fer somr'thing like five or six elections. I 
re-dlv think. if there is any reason whatever 
for ~uch a measure as this. the hon. gentle­
man's constituents would have discovered it 
long ago, and the mere fact that they have 
endorsed him time .after time is sufficient 
guarantee to us that he is a desirable mem­
ber of our Legislature. 

The PRE:>IIER : This proposal does not refer 
to individuals. It refers to monopolies and 
alien companies and their representatives. 

Mr. SW A YNE : If it were mentioned to 
the House at the beginning of the session 

it would be all right, but anybody who has 
"-atched thn course of events in this Chamber 
in the last few davs will realise that thne 
is quite another rc~ason. 

The PRE~!IER: I spoke of it years ago, 
when I was leader of the Opposition. 

~lr. SWAYI\E: Regarding the alleged 
purpose of the Bill-to eliminate as far as 
pos,;ible the disloyal members of this House 
-I think, if such a thing is desirable, the 
arncr;rlmcnt goes a gTeat deal further than 
the Bill that is to be introduced by the Go­
yornment, and gets at what are really a dis· 
loyal element. "\s far as monopolies in Aus­
tl'alia in the present tirne are concerned, 
rnany inquiries have been held. Tlw::c \vas 
a lloyal Cornn1ission in regard tcJ a 1nonopoly 
that is said to control the sugar industry. 
The" result of thejr inYPstigations: as far 
a:.; any charg•; of \Vrongdoing \Vas C<?D­
ccrncd. utterly fell to the ground. vVIth 
rl'gard to th8 1neat trust ,,.e hear so rnuC'h 
al.out. it will be remember0d that .Ylr. Jus­
tice Street, on behalf of the Commonwealth 
Government, held an inquiry into the trans­
::~c ~ions o{ those 1ncat cornpanies, and th-at 
charge also fell to the ground. Ao far as 
atty eYidence regarding ill-doing wa:-1 con­
CPJ"rt(1d, lt 1\.as found to ·ne entirely \Vanting. 
I think I am right in saying the hon. 
g-cnt:e1nan '3poke about GPr:i'nan influences 
buYing to be guarde·d against. and I must 
say when you deHl with that aspect of the 
qu-estion, there is at the presont tirne h1 Aus­
tralia. unfortunately, some g'oimd for think­
in!!; such influences are at \York. ,.We know, 
as~ far as monopolies are concerned, that the 
strictest monopolies in .Australia are the 
industrial unions; \Ve know there are bodies 
of nwn who claim-----und I think have had 
conceded to them-the sole right of employ­
ment in certain branches of industry. Those 
arc very great privileges, and it will be 
easilv seen that considerable powers are put 
in tl:ic' hands of the members of those bodies 
te work injury to the rest of the community. 
~We know that during this time of stress­
during this great 1var that the Empire is 
engagr·d in-there hns br·cn one constant 
f:.uccc~'3ion of strikes. hol.ding up ~uch iln­
port~lnt \Yorks as n1unition making, the. sn1~1l 
a -m, factorv. and now there is a stnke m 
the coal trade by which transports are unable 
to Q:ct awaY: .and. evrn during th1' la5-t fc'w 
hours. the· cok0 .that was pai-tly supj1).ving 
the need of the loco;notivl< on the Shtr 
rrrilways has been interfered \YitJ, by one 
of those rnononu}jcs. Hovvevcr, the more 
irnportant as:H'r't is in reg-.ard to war matter~. 
T think ,,m·one wbo followed the course of 
eYonts in ~Australia durin!Y the last few 
rnonths-I 1vill not say e_nyd{ing with :eg·ard 
to the influcrres, hut tbo rff0cb fllOSt ccr­
tninlv arc in tlw \Yav of a;::;sisting- our enmny. 
You 'cumot hold UJJ the sc1pply of meHt to 
the Imperial troops. as it has been held up. 
and the transport of troops, PS has been 
done. and vou cannot interfere with the 
shippi11g tnlde, as j~ brin.~ done. without 
pla;~"iJig directlv into dw hand' of our 
onemies. and therefore a reason to suspect 
German influence is behind such action. 
(Hear, hear!) Not a member on the other 
side has justified the motion to introduce the 
Bill. 

The PRE~IJER: lln you think the.t am·one 
who is a paid -ag0nt ·of a monopoly should 
have a seat in Parliament? 

Mr. SW A Y::.!E: If you are going to de­
prive monopolies of the right to bB repre-

Mr. Swayne.J 
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scmlcd in Parliament, then you should in­
eiude all, and more especially such monopo­
lies as I have been alluding to~rnonopolies 
that cprtain]y work detrimentallv to the well­
being of the community and the very exist­
ence of our nation itself, bct'ause there is no 
getting away from the fact that this constant 
interference with the progre.cs of operations 
in war rnuttc:-s must have a detrirnental 
effect. If those actions were dictated in 
Gcrlllany itself, they ccml·d not be more 
effective on behalf of our enemv than they 
are. I lcea:vc to hon. mc•mhel·s and the 
countn what the influences have been in this 
InatteJ.:, but if we are goir1g to deal v1ith 
thi' matter I say \Ye should include all such 
bodies as thfit. ' At the present time, if I 
a:11 not verv n1uch 1nistaken. there aro tnen1-
bcTs in the House that represent the 
monopoly that is depriving Australia of its 
coal supply, although the:·e jg a court to 
which these people can refer their disputes, 
a court .that is especially appointed to deal 
with these indu,trial matters. But thev have 
chosen to take the la"· into their own ·hands, 
to lT<ort to brute forcc-, to put the whole 
community to considerable loss, to put thou­
sands of their follow-workmen out of em­
ployment, and if we are going to prevent 
eYil combinations and monopolies that are 
detrimental and injurious to the community 
at large frmn having repn•sontatives in our 
Legislature, then most certamlv I think the 
amendment should be carried. · 

Mr. BOOKRR (lT'ide Bay): When the 
Prernler \\as JPlivf'rtng- h1s d1atribe this 
afternoon against the firm of Thvnne and 
Macartney. it was a most strikir{g object­
lesson to \Yatd1 the faces of the members of 
his Cabin et. (Government interjections.) I 
do not want any off0nsive intt'rjcction:;::, .and 
if I get them T ask you, ::VIr. Speaker, to 
p·otect me. The occasion is one that. wants 
evc•ry honest 1nan in Queensland to state 

his ease and his vie\vs as a n1an. 
[7.30 p.n1.l That did not apply to the Pre-

rn-i.0r's flttitude ''hen he• dPlivc'rcd 
his diatribe ag·ainst the firm of Thvnne and 
Macartn<·v. \\'hile the Premier was deliver­
ing hls diatrihP it was interesting to any 
man on this side of the House, or in the 
g!lller:v, to ob,,erve th0 mt'utal nttitudc of 
h;s own Cabinet. to S.Po their facial expres­
sion. Th,, Premier would not perhaps then 
have takPn to his unduous ,,oul that unction 
which is so chanwteristic of him at this 
JH-trticula r timf-\. l start nerhaps \vith the 
Hon. Mr. H uxham, then- the I-I on. Mr. 
Honlacre, and perhaps the Secrdary for 
Pnblie Lands, and the Hon. Mr. Covne. I 
do not refer to anv otht>r memllPr ·of the 
Cahinet, .but every "one~ of those O'Cntlcmen 
indicated bv thei~ facial ex]Jrcssi~ns, ihoir 
abject contem!•t for the attitude takcn up 
bv the Premi<'r. (Government langhtcr.) 
:Vlakc no mista,kc about it. The Premier 
himself cannot hide his feelings at any time. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! Order ! 

Mr. BOOKER: The slightest thrust 
changes the placid aspect on the Premier's 
face from absolute ugliness to perhaps a 
charming smile. 

Th~ SPEAKER: Order! Order! I hope 
the hon. gentleman will obey mv call to 
order. The motion before the House has 
nothing to do with the expression on hon. 
members' faces. I cannot allow the hon. 
member to deal in personalities during this 
debate. I hope he will take notice of my 
call to order. 

V£r. Swayne. 

Mr. BOOKER: The personal attack the 
Premier made the other nig-ht upon the absent 
hon. member for Toowong indicated the 
mental change of the Premier, and imme­
diately the following night, after the hon. 
men1bC'r for rrooVYOllg rose to Inake an ex­
planation, the Premier almost got out of the 
leash to move that this motion be dealt with 
to-night. Every indication of the Premier 
the other night when he made that personal 
attack on the hon. member for Toowong was 
shown this afternoon when he was dealing 
with the motion. It was patent to ever'' 
member of this House-it was patent to 
every person under this roof-that the mot~on 
this afternoon was made for one spemfic 
purposG, and that was to discredit a reput­
able firm of solicitors in the State of Queens­
land. I just ma.lce this analysis. If there is 
one man in the public life of Queensland who 
has sacrificed his time, his n1eans, and a. 
great deal of years of his life to the public 
mtercsts it is the Hon. A. J. Thynne. Then 
I might deal with his partner, Mr_ 
Macartney, the hon. member for Toowong. I 
have known Mr. Macartney for many years. 
Mr. Macartney holds, . in the social, pro­
fessional, and commercial hfe of the com­
munity, a high place in the trust and affec­
tions of the people. 

Mr. H. L. HARTLEY: ·what does he want 
to hide behind you for? 

Mr. BOOKER: I am not concerned what 
the can'"ill<> of Parliament considers about 
me. 

The SPKA KER : Order ! 
Mr. BOOKER: I am dealing with t~e 

motion which the Premier has mtroduced th1s 
afternoon. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! I ask the hon. 
member to withdraw the word "canaillc." 

Mr. BOOKER: Mr. Speaker, may I be 
permitted--

The SPEAKER: Order ! 
GoYERNiiiEKT ME:>IBERS: \Vithdra,\·! With­

draw! 
Mr. BOOKER: May I not be permitted 

to sa.y a word--
The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem­

ber must withdraw the word "canaille" as 
applied to members of the Parliament. 

1\Ir. BOOKER: I am here to express my 
views on a great public issue--­

GoVERNMEKT ME:>IBERS: \Vithdraw! \Vith­
draw! 

Mr. CAUTER: vVhy don't you withdraw 
like a n1an. 

Mr. BOOKER: I wish to discuss this 
question. 

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem­
must withdraw the word "canaille" as 
applied to an hon. member. 

Mr. BOOKER: Mr. Speaker, if it IS 

offensive to the interjector, I \Vithdraw it. 
This motion is one of the basest proposals 
that has ever been sub)nitted to an Assembly 
of decent people. I can only put it that way. 
If, while I am discussing that aspect of it, 
an interjection of an irrelevant or offensive 
nature is cast upon myself, then I ask for 
vour protection. \V e can only get ordinary 
conditions in this House by suppressing inter­
jections. Only last night, Mr. Speaker, you 
suggested to myself that interjections 'Yere 
disorderly, and I hope that :;·ou will eontmue 
to take up that attitude right through. The 
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,point ie this: When that attack was made by 
the Premier the other night upon Messrs. 
Thynne and Ma.cartney-I must repeat again 
-it was made on a man like Mr. Thynne. 
There i•, no public man in Australia and no 
public man in Queensland who has done such 
good work as the hon. Mr. Thynne has done 
in the public interests. Take the Agricul· 
tural and Stock Department. Who was tho 
public man who organised that department 
on workable lines? It was the Hon. A. J. 
Thynne. Right for the last thirty years that 
hon. gentleman has taken a high stand in the 
public life of the State. and has done great 
work for the people of Queensland. As far 
back as I can n:>collrlct the hon. member for 
Toowong. iVIr. Macartney, his life as a pro· 
fessional man and as a public man has been 
without reproach. It is proposed to prevent 
these gentlemen from sitting in Parliament 
for cPrta1n reasons. I a1n not going to quoto 
the reason that the Premier has some ill­
fc<'ling towards a member of tho "Cpper 
House. lmt it is patent to every member of 
this House'. and it is patent to every person 
in the community who rea.ds the daily Press, 
that the hon. member for Toowong has been 
right through this Parliament a thorn in 
·the side of the Premier of Queensland. 

The PRE:\llEH : You make me smile. 

".Ir. BOOKER: No one knows the Premier 
better than the men who sit opposite to him. 

The PRE1IIER: That is why they are squeal­
ing so much. (Government laughter.) 

Mr. BOOKER: I rather enjoy, at times. 
just obser\-ing the Prmnier's general state 
of temper. \Vhen th<' hon. member for Too· 
\\'ong deals at any time with the Premier 
of QurenslanJ, you at once SC'C the venom 
showing through the thin veneer. It is for 
that rL•ason that the Premier has felt the 
thrust from time to time when the hon. 
1nemlwr for Toowong has sho\vn the Pr0mier 
up to the people of Queensl,tnd in his proper 
light. 'l'his proposttl to-night is the outcome 
·of nothing more nor less than penonal spleen, 
and this Assemblv has bPr•n forced this aftC'l"· 
noon anrl to-night to listen to the diatribes 
of the Premier a.nd the meek and lowly atti­
tude of the 1\I inister for Lands. 

Mr. KrRwA": And the fnlminations of the 
hon. member for \Vide Bay. 

Mr. BOOKER : Don't you agree with me, 
Mr. Speaker, that this House could be better 
c1nplo:, eel to-day and for years hPncc, i!;;~ 
dealing ''\cith the codificatio11 of our industrial 
la\'s and in putting m our time in dealing 
with smnC' business that has business in it? 
'To-cl a v, .,,·hat do we find? \V<' find the in· 
dust.ri;l life of Quecnsl,tnd held up by a 
strike. \Yhat attitude has tho Premier or 
his Go,·ormnent ta.ken up to help to settle 
that sb·ike. 

Mr. H. L. HARTLEY: vVhy didn't you pass 
the \Var Powers Bill? 

Mr. BOOKER: Mr. Speaker, don't you 
think that this House could be better em· 
played to-night in dealing with that great 
issue, to bring general peace, industrial 
peace. amongst the people of Queensland? 
\Vhat do we find primarily in the Railway 
Department' I am quite sure the Minister 
for Railways is feeling the gravity of the 
position. It is no pleasure for the Minister 
for Railways--

The SPEAKER : Order ! The hon. mem· 
ber is getting away from the question. 

Mr. BOOKER: It has a great bearing 
upon my argument. 

Mr. FoLEY: You aro too personal. 

Mr. BOOKER: My remarks have a great 
bearing upon the issue at stake. We are 
asked this afternoon to deal with a wild cat 
scheme. The Premier himself knows well 
<'nough that it will never pass into law. 
He knows that as well as any member of th1s 
Assembly. 

:'dr. Fo.,EY: Your friends will not allow 
it. 

Mr. BOOKER: I repeat again that th.e 
Minister for Railways knows that at th1s 
particular time, instead of dealing with this 
acadcn1lc proposal, if \VC ·w?ro dealing \VIth 

the is;ue of industrial peace 1t would be much 
more interesting to the workers of Queens­
hnd than the discussion which the Premier 
started at half-past 3 o'clock this afternoon. 

The Pnnmm: You are dealing with the 
biggest is me in politirs to-day. 

Mr. BOOKER: The Minister for Railways 
knows the gravity of the position, and he 
himself wonld be happy 1f we leg1slaV:Jrs to· 
night were dealing w.ith tho codlft~abon 
of the indm,trial laws and the s1mphfymg 
of the \\·hole system under which our 
indu:-;trics a.rf' to carry on their work of pro­
duction If we were doing work of that 
nature ~ve \Yould be earning our salaries and 

e would be doing more good for the. worker 
of Qm'ensbnd. And that is the pos1twn. and 
that is ono of the reasons why I have 
risen to deal with the issue. Right since the 
opening speech of thc Prcrnicr \VC hav-o been 
simply playing the fool. 

The PRE:\IJER : You arc. I quite agree with 
you. 

Mr. BOOKER: We are \vasting the 
peoplP's money and we are bringing the 
Asscrnblv_ into ridicule and contempt. Ask 
the peoj1lc outside what they think about 
us, and they will tell you pretty defnutely 
what public opinion is. It is a reflect10.n 
upon the integrity of hon. members on th1s 
si-de. This motion is for no other purpose 
than to ondcavom· to bring discredit upon 
men 011 this side of the House who are carry· 
ing on the industria:! life of the State. If 
this prop03ul is earned, what IS to stop the 
Government from aeepntuating the. po.sitio;>. 
\Vhat is to prevent them from bnng1':g. m 
legislation to prevent a n~ember from s1ttmg 
in this House if he 1s a dnector of any trad­
ing company in Queensland? If a majority on 
the other side can carry th1s proposal through 
the Upper HonsP, what will we find next.? 
vYo will lind that no man 1hrough rus 
capacity of general common knowledge. w1ll 
be ablc to hold a seat m th1s Chamber 1f he 
has any responsibilities whatever in the .State. 
This reminds me of a story I heard m the 
train "-hf'n the R.us:;:ian-Japanesc \Var ·was 
on. There \vere somP Japanese officers vi~it­
ing Australia for the purpose of buymg 
remounts for the .J "-panese army ut that 
particular time, and I hal?PPned to be 
travelling with tlwse rnpn gomg up on the 
Northern trajn, r\n election was p~ndn~g 
and these Japanese officers were chattmg m 
the cornmo-~i al end of the tram amongst 
several commercial travellers. As there was 
an election pending, the discu~sion became 
political. One of the commercial travellers 

Mr. Book"r.] 
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asked one of these Japanese officers "'Yhat 
is the distinction between vour Constitution 
in Japan and that of Australia?" The 
Japanese officer said, "·well, sir, I have not 
been in your country long enough to under­
stand your Constitution. and I have not had 
the pri ,-i lege of studying it to find out all 
about it. I know my own country, and I 
can tell you of Australia as I find it. The 
distinction politically between the two 
countriPs, is that in rr;v countrv the educated 
and industrial poop!~ ue the governing 
classes, and in Australia the cooli<'s." (Go­
vernment laughter.) If this sort of logisla­
twn shonld continue to rob vour leading 
citizens of taking their place in the Legisla­
ture the Premier may go further still and 
may pr~Yent a director of a con1pany or 
manager of a company, whether it is Aus· 
t:alian _or D~·itish m nnything else. from 
Sittmg m tlus Chamber. All the leading 
ci_tizcns \Yho h!bvf' .been trnlncd to rnanagf' 
lng concer·n~ pnmanl.v: and big undertakings, 
a.ncl rtre able to handle large numbers of men 
and keep them in employment will find that 
the.v will lw refusPd the right to repr0scnt 
the elector, in the Chctmber. The nwn who 
han~ had no c:xpPrieucc \Yhatcver in affairs 
ontsidc in the managen1ent of anv <'Ofi(·ern 
"'ill be• the only people a.llowed !!ere. Tlw 
a.rrH'lldrncnt includes leadf'rs of industrial 
u11dertakings in a comnlunity, and suggests 
thnt thcv shall be debarred from entering 
Parliament. I do not agree with that at all. 
1Iy O'-'-u opinion is this, that we should have 
had the rkbate on the clear cut issue. Those 
who mppor_t the amendment may perhaps 
f<:el othennse, but I say emphatically and 
duectly that the industrial people of the 
community should haYe dirPct representation 
hero. but not th0 kind of representation, 
perhaps, that they ha YC at the present time. 
w· e sec in the Ferleral Pe,rliament that the 
split is as clearly defined as a thunderc)ap. 
Then we find 111 New South \Vales that the 
thinking men. the men who have grown 
up in the industrial life of the federa­
tion. and the men who hav0 g-rown up 
in the State life of '\'ew South \Yakc;, arc 
passed out of the political life of that State. 
I can onlv bran-d them to-night as the Indus­
trial \Y orkers of the \Vorld. (Government 
laughtN.) That is the position. I will put 
the casP like this, and it is not the first time 
I have put thP case: If I had been in the 
last ParliarnPnt, and in this Pa;·liament, the 
member for Maryboroug-h-wh1ch I repre­
sented f<'r a full term-l\1ar:v borough being 
a great industrial centre, and one of the in­
dustrial workers-a man reprcse.iJtin()' the 
in-dmtrial \YOrkel's in the true sense ~f the 
\\-ord-was put up against mo, I would with­
dra'Y my candidature. I recognise that great 
industrial centre should haYe its representa­
tion just as eYery other great centre should, 
have its rcprcsentation. Take the pastoral 
industry cf Quccnsland to-day. \Yhat repre­
sentati<'n has it? Kone whateYer. The pas­
toral districts of Queensland to-day are re­
presented b:-· men who haYe no identification 
whatever with the pastoral industrv. The 
majoritv of members who represent the pas­
toral industrv of QuePnsland are supported 
bv a nomodie bodv Df mPn who are there 
i11 the Grcgory fo): two months, and then 
they are in the Dareoo, and then dmYn into 
the \V arrego. and so on. and possibly in 
the two months following they are in the 
north-w<'st districts of ":\' ew South vYales. 
That is the kind of representation we have 

f..!l!r. Booker. 

of the pastoral industry. The motion ha& 
this baneful influence that is going to pre­
vent n1cn of experience, of high integrity, 
such as the reprC'scntatives Df the firm of 
Thvnne and Maoartney, from occupying a 
sea't in this IIousc. I do not for Dnc moment 
think that there' should be a preponderance 
of solicitors or ban·jstcrs, but in cver.v Par­
liament. on that side of the House or this 
side, it is ah~olutdy ncressary to have s.ohci­
tor.s and banisters so that they can logically 
and technically deal with Bills that are sub­
mittC'd tD us, and so enable us to frame our 
laws so that, \Yhen they aro on the Btatute­
book, the judges of our courts are not c~m­
p(•llcd to ~pend dayf< and wePk~ worryu1g 
"hdher this is the !mY or that IS the law. 
"'hat do we fmd latelv? Take the border 
<' 1se thrtt thP Prcinir~· was int€'rc.~tcd in. 
v\That do \Ye finrl? Sir Samuel Griffith ancl 
Sir Edmund Darton IH'l'C tv;o en1incnt la\V­
vers \Yho franH~d our FC'·rlrn.d Constitution. 
'rho··e arc the t\YO men who worP probably, 
as legal authoriti<•s, more rC'sponsiblo for the 
Fedora! Constitution than any of the other 
members who were identified ,,-ith that groat 
movPmcnt, and vou fmd that the law is of 
sur·h a complex 'nature that the Chief Jus­
tice n1akcs one finding and Sir Edmun;:I 
Barton anotiH•r. It makn you fool that 1t 
is IYPll to haYc lawvcrs and barristers in 
our dP!ib:•rati'·" AsscrnblY, but sometimes I 
think it wnuld bo better 'for the State if we 
could do \Yithout them. Hon. members oppo­
site if thcv could disas-ociate themselves 
fro~ party Considcratio~s, anc~ I might. say 
nirtv adYantaO'cs and vww this matter 111 a 
]noper light. ~-h,~t would their attitude be_? 
Thcjr attitude of n1ind would be Yery simi­
lar to my mvn. Thev would take this view 
of things.: That everything_ this Government 
has done has been m the d1rectwn of throw­
ing· people out into the streets. That h_as a 
particular bearing on this. matter to-mght. 
because if vou -denv the right of the great 
mastPrs' of ]ndustrv ·to sit in this Assembly, 
VCU red LICO the merit and value of legisla­
tion to nil. You fmd chaos and disaster 
aLroad. We· find it to-day, and I will in­
~tancr> what I n1ean. This 1norning I \Vent to 
the CcJitral Station, and this \vill appeal to 
the Minister, and I have profound sympathy 
fm' him. What did I find? A senior guard 
rhcckino- the tickds of persons going on to 
the platform-doing a boy's \vork. 

:Mr. KlRWA": He did it in 1912. and you 
praised him for it. 

l\Ir. BOOKER: \Yhat does that indicate" 
That the railway sen·ice-

The SPEAKER : I have called the hon. 
member to order rcpc-3tcdly for discussing 
railway mutters. 

Mr. BOOKER: I say that if you deny 
the right, of the masters of industry to 
sit in this Chamber to belp t<l> carry 
on the great work of the -development 
d en r Sta to then vou will find, as I found 
at the raih~av sta'tion this morning, men 
out of emplo~·ment. and men rcduce_d in 
rank. Take the feelings of the rail;-vay 
workers of Queensland. Take the feclmgs 
of many of the coal workers in Queenslan-d. 

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem­
ber's remarks have nothing to do with the­
question. I ask him to keep to the amend­
ment. 
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?.Ir BOOKER: It is all the outcome of 
legislation and adrninistratiDn by a body of 
men--

The SPEAKER: Order! \Y(' are not dis­
cussing the outcome of lPgislation at all. The 
question before the HoLtse is the motion 
stv nding in the nan1e of the Prcn1ier and 
th0 anwl!dment. and I hope the hon. mem­
ber \\·ill address himeelf either to the motion 
or to the nmenfhnent. 

_Mr. BOOKER: I am dealing very closely 
:v1th. the quPshon at issue. I say again) and 
1t \nil stand repeating--

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem­
ber will not say it again when I sa v he shall 
not discuss that question. · 

::\Jr. BOOKER: If vou disagree with my 
course of argument then I haYe no orher 
course but to desist. It is most interesting 
'to-mght to read the "Dailv Standard." It is 
not ohcn that I read the ,·, Dailv Standard " 
because it is just of the type of "the Premidr. 
It malws assertions. very often that hav•J no 
foundation in fact, and~ it is a verv re :nark­
able thing that many of the insinuations that 
the Premier made the other night~it was an 
obligation on the Prcmie1· to substantiate 
those allegations~it is a most remarkable 
thing that the "Dailv Standard" corm's out 
this afternoon and cmdorsces the Premier's 
attitude. The dictacion has been there, be­
cause it is a notorious fact that the " Dailv 
Standard" is the organ of the Government, 
and it is also che organ of the Turbot Hill 
oligarchy. It is true that we have arrived 
at that stage in our public life when it is 
not this House which governs, it is not this 
House which frames legislation, it is not 
this House which administers, and the "Daily 
Standard" puts the show away to-night as 
clear as day. It indicates what was behind 
the Premier, and this has a bearing upon the 
question thac I raised some little time back. 
that this was a personal attack upon the re­
putable firm of Thynne >tnd Macartney, and 
it also indicates the dictation to the Pre­
mier of his actitude in speaking to this pro­
posal. The " Daily Standard" says~ 

" But where it punctures th0 public 
conscience is to find in honoured public 
positions, places of trust in the gift of 
the people, men who are the agents, the 
paid legal representatives, not only of 
local monopolies whose interests are palp­
ably anti-public, but actually the agents, 
the legal adyise'rs of foreign n1onopolies 
and trusts, even to the Beef Trust. of 
such peculiar American enorn1ities, 
icsolf !" 

That is identifying the firm of Thynne and 
Macartney with the charges made by the 
Prcmiel'. The " Dail:,· Standard" further 
says~ 

"The 'Daily Standard' in past years 
has pointed to the direct representation 
in the Queensland Parliament of trusts 
and monopolies by men whose private 
interests therefore conflict sharply 
with their public duties. Messrs. Mac­
artney, M.L.A., and 'l'hynne, M.L.C .. 
are two cases in particular point. Said 
the Premier. Mr. Ryan, who himself is 
a bftl'rister, in the Legislative Assembly, 
last week~I am saying what I believe. 
They (Thynne and Macartney) are the 
solicitors for the American Meat Com­
pany; they were the solicitors in connec­
tion with the passing of the Ghillagoe 

Private Railv, ay Act, with regard to the 
Echeridge Railway, with regard to the 
Mount Mulligan Ratlway, w1th regard 
to the Mount Elliott Railway, with re­
gard to Mount Cuthbert, with regard to 
the Brisbane Tramways Company." 

I want to draw attention to this :~\Vhen the 
PrC'n1ier landed in Sa.n Francisco on that 
notorious~it is notorious from the fact that 
nothing resulted from it~the Premier had 
not been in San Francisco rnany ho~rs bcfor.e 
he told tlw American people that 1t was h1s 
d(esire. as head of the Government of Queens­
land. to do his best to cstab!Jsh a brg mt:r­
na tional trade. Is that not trne? He demes 
it, but chat is in print. 'The Premier stated 
in San Francisco that on hjs retu;n to Aus­
tralia one of his primary undcr.takmgs would 
be to increase and develop the mterchange of 
national commodities, and he particularly 
emphasised the transfer of meat}r.orn Queens­
land to the west coast of the_ l)!ntcrl States. 
Is that not so? Of course 1t IS. (Gm·ern­
ment laughter.) I do not want the House to 
forget this fact : That the Amencan Meat 
Company that is carrying on ext~ns1ye opera­
tions in Brisbane and at Townsnllc~and the 
\Yorkcrs ~re responsible for putting the 
member fox Mundingburra herc.~(Govern­
ment laughter)~was cstabli~hed m Queens-

land for one speCific purpose, an_d 
[8 p.m.] that was to ac[[mre stock m th1s 

State to help feed the people of 
the United States, and for _11? other pu_rpose 
whatever. Then, in emphastsmg the facc"that 
the meat business as between Queensland and 
the United States would be a very important 
factor. did he forget the fact that the channel 
through which that intertrade. must be car­
ried 'was through the Australian Meat Ex­
port Company. 

Mr. H. L. HARTLEY: No. 

Mr. BOOKER: The Australian 'Yieat Ex­
port Company is the channel through whwh 
the PrC'rnicr en1phas1:Je·d that busrness was 
to be carded on. Then he co1nes here. and 
talks about men who arc the legal adYIS_ers 
of that company .. That is like the Actm~ 
J\1inistor for J nshce ; It 1s notonous tha' 
that :!Yiinistc'r used the _term '· hyp~cr_Isy. 
cant, aud hurnbnt;." It rs not an orrgrna.l 
term, but it has been rather free!:~'. ~tsed 
latelv. I do not like to gn·e the J\hmster 
any 'notoriety, because he does not deserve 
it. (GoYernrnent laughter.) Th'''"' i erms 
could be used to-night, and also 1n connec­
tion with the Premier's statement at . ~an 
Francisco and London. The whole posttion 
i~ hypocrisy, cant, .and hun1bl:g. T0o Pr:o­
mier knew that In connectwn wtth the 
Australian Mr:at and Export Company, of 
which the firm of Thynne and Manrtne7 
arc the legal adYisers, that firm has no con­
trol as to the 1Tianagc1ncnt of the con1pany. 
It is a most striking circumstance that the 
rnan who is the InaYlager of that great corn­
Pany in Queensland is a Queenslander~a 
Queens!anclcr of Qucenslanders~a ~td the 
method of buoiness of that company IS abon' 
board. No one who does business with th~t 
con1pany has an~v fear as to the cornpany s 
prospect of establishing a monopoly. 

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mc·11-

ber is getting away from both the motion 
and the amendment. 

Mr. BOOKER: To come back to the· 
question. A charge has been made against 
the legal advisers of that company. 

The PRE1\IIER intcrj ected. 

Mr. Booker.] 
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Mr. BOOKER: The Premier cannot get 
awav from the onus of the charge. T'he other 
night he made one of the mDst disgraceful 
personal attacks on an absent man that I 
have ever heard in this Assembly. Then 
he come;; with the power of his brutal 
rnajority, and brings in a motion for no 
other purpose but to renalise and discredit 
a firm which hold a position of high standing. 
The legal advisers of the company have no 
power in so far as the control of the cam· 
pany is concerned ; they are there like the 
legal ad visere of any other ordinary under· 
taking. Probably thP Minister for Lands 
has a legal advisPr to advise him in his 
w)leat deals. 

The SPEAKER: Order! 

11i'. BOOKER : The Premier when he 
landed m Amcriea~~and the same thing 
applied when he landed in Great Britain­
made the most definite public utterances as 
to his determination when he returned to 
Queensland to deYclop our resources, and 
more particularly with the proposition to 
conyey rncat frorr1 Queensland to the United 
States. Then, \Yhat do wo find thi' after· 
noon' The Premier moved this motion 
to virtually ostracise the local legal achisers 
of that cornpany, and also casting a base· 
slur on that co1npany and oth('r cotnpanios ·: 
Take the directors of every British Dmpany 
here--and I n1ight say the Anwrican con1-
panies, too; we ha Ye tlw An1crican Tobacco 
Trnst, the friends of hon. members opposite. 
\Vho can deny that <'Yery member of the 
Labour party in Australia is behind the 
r\merican Tobacco Trust. 

The SEC.RET.iRY FOR PUBLIC LAKDS: \Vhat 
has that goi to do with this Bill? 

Mr. EOOKER: Speaking of that corpora· 
tion, I had the privilege a few days ago--

The SPEAKER : Order ! I must ask the 
hon. member not to giYe the history of every 
company that he mentions. 

Mr. BOOKER ·. The American and British 
companies are doing a great deal of good 
in de..-olopjng our resources, and that has a 
very close association with this motion. If 
yo~ deny the right of any man who may b<' 
a director or a legal adyiser of these corn· 
panics to bo a member of this Assembly, then 
you discount the possibility of these corn· 
panies coming into the country and helping 
to dcYclop our resources, and paying good 
wages and giving good conditions. Take 
the compan~· that is dealing with the tobacco 
industry in Queensland. I saw the pay·shects 
of the girls employed in one factory, from 
which it appeared that girls of fourteen 
year,g of age were' earning anything fron1 
£1 Ss. to £1 10s. a week, and young women 
of twenty.fiye were earning up to £4 and 
£5 a week. I cannot concciv<> how the PrP· 
n1ic·r can bring forward this propo~al \Vhirh 
is going tD discount the possibility of these 
con1panics coining to A.ustralia and spendin~r 
their capital primarily in the development 
of our i::lt:lte. T'ho development has first to 
take place, and la1·gE' sums are ncce,sarv in 
that direction. By the enactment which' the 
Pr0mier proposes you are going to deprivr 
Australia from haYing capital to doYelop 
heT n'sourcps. and from having employment 
round for the people under good conditions. 
Can any hon. member opposite tell me that 
any body Df men were working under better 
conditions than when the works of the 
Australian Meat Export and Agency Com­
pany were going up~ There is no reply. 

}Mr. Booker. 

There WCl'P no men who were· doing their 
specific work who were better paid. Then 
when the works wore erected, and Alligator 
Crock was taken over by the company they 
extended thei,· Dprations, and to.day thos" 
two works are ornploying several thousand 
men. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! 
Mr. BOOKER: These are American com· 

panics. , 
The SPE .. AKER : The hon. member must 

confine his remarks to the motion or the 
amcnchncnt. 

~1r. BOOKEH: These are American corn· 
panics, and the Pren1ier is ende-avouring to 
discount t.hc•ir ability to employ Australian 
manager,. Does the Premier intend that 
only Arnerit ans, J apancso, a I'll others, should 
come to 1nanage foreign con1pan1e~ ;n this 
country? Is he going to deny the nght of 
the bc·'t kains of our country to 'take up the 
rnanogemPnt of these gTeat 1~ndcrtakings? I 
1va nt to ~how_ the hypocl'isy, cant, and· hu~n­
bug· of the whole thing. T~e Prenncr 
mouthed the alien con1p.anies to-n1ght several 
time'. It is a. notorious fact that an hon. 
member on the other side has ende<>vom·ed 
'vithin the last few months to sell a mining 
proposition in the Burnett to a Japanese 
CO!Ilp.any. 

1\Ir. KmwAx: That is untrue. 
0PPOSITJOX ME:>IBERS: Oh, oh 1 

Ylr. BOOKER : It is notorious, aud the 
hon. rn<cmber knows about it. 

Mr. I{JRVVA~: You arc not garr1c to s.a v 1t 
outside, or to 1nake an attack like that.~ 

:\le. BOOKER: As soon as the hon. mem­
bt>r on tJw other sid~"' .Aoatf; that eo1npany 
into a JapanPse undc1·taking, will he lose his 
politiral job? The Premier suggests that he 
should. 

The SPEAKER: The hon. member has 
exhausted the time allowc·d him by the 
Standing Orders. 

::Vlr. S:\IITII (Jlaclwy): When the Chief 
Serretarv rnoved rhis 1notion this afternoon 
dl ding- ;Yith <lll amendnic'nt of tbe. Ccnstitu· 
tior; I thou~>'ht it was a motiOn whwh would 
con1~110nd it~elf to every right-thinking n1an 
in this House. (Opposition laug·hter.) I 
feel assured that 1 was l'ig-ht in m)· first 
thoughts, hcrausc it appears from the atti­
tude taken up by Opposition stwakecs that 
they arc not reasonably minded, and by the1r 
speeches haYe committed thcmsclYes to be 
the supporters and advocates of the large 
vested interests in Australia. 

The_• rnotion provi-drs for the disqualifying 
for lnel11bersllip of Parliament persons \iVho 

arc directors or attorneys of. or solicitors 
for. monopoly companif's ·or alien eon1panies. 
I think that is vcrv desirable, because we 
know that. with the extension of the tdiYities 
of tho State it is becoming uppa.rent that 
larq:e intcrPsts will endeavour to interfere 
with Parliament in the currving ont of busi· 
ne6;:;. V n,rious speakers havO reierrcd to the 
lobbying that takes place iu America, wlwro 
the larg-o capitalistic and vested In!ercsts 3:re 
not onlv ubl" to control votes m Pm·ha· 
mcnt. r;ut are ab!e to find t11eir noniinces 
seats in Parliament; thereforE' the GO\·ern· 
111Pnt is to be con1rnended for Lringing along 
a motion of this kind, so that the public life 
01' Queensla.nd will be kept pure and clean, 
and free from any extraneous influence 
whatever. I think that the Premier in intro· 
ducing the motion dealt with it very f<tirly 
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Indeed. He outlined its broad principles, and 
mwde it dear that the desire of the Govern· 
ment in introducing the measure w"s to keep 
public life clean. ln the course of his speech 
he never attacked any member either of thi; 
House or in another pbee; yet we find that 
hon. members opposite have endeavoured to 
accuse this Government of directing this 
Bill <wainst a particular firm, the repre· 
sentati;es of which arc in this House and in 
another place. I have nothir,g to say in re­
gard to that matter. other than that if I were 
in the position of those parhcular men, 
and if I were in their place I would say, 
'' Go·d ~,'lYe n1e from rny friends." The need 
for measures of this kind has been shown 
since the Government took office. This 
measure is directed not only against the 
J"Cprescntati\ cs of trusts and eo m bines and 
alil:?n companies haYing representation in 
Parliament, but it is also directed to put a 
stop to thPir attempt" to influence membero 
of this House. Wbo will sav that since the 
opening of this Parliament certain members 
ha Ye been free from that influence? I need 
onlv refer to th.J \Vorkers' Compensation 
Act which passed throt<gh Parliament 
last session and became law. Members 
on both sides of the Assembly at tktt 
time roceiye,d telegrams from places 
throughout the State asking them to vote 
arrainst certa:in clauses, I think that some 
n~cm_bers got no less than ~ixt~v tclPgrarns 
LodJ out,;idP con1panics, asking thPm to vote 
against that measure. Being particularly 
interested in that Dill I was curious enough 
to note how it was being treated in another 
plar:e, and I saw the rPprcsent-atives of the 
large insurance C'ompa.n1cs "\Yho were fighting 
that measure in the lobbies of the Council, 
l1anding in an1endm0nts -which were sub­
sequently moYed by members of the Coun­
cil. C<1n it be said that that is a thing that 
ourrht to be <1llowed, in a democratic State 
suc~'h as Qucf'n"~l.ancl where vn' pride ourselves 
on our democ"acy, and where we should 
pride ourselves on our pm·it.: of 1mblic life 
n.nd our dPsires to see the proper thing done 
hv the \\·hole of thP people of the State? 
I. \YOUld just like to refer to OD(' Or tWO 
other matters. The hon. member for Wide 
BaY has epoken, and very ably too from his 
own point of view, on behalf of the large 
inte>rests of this State. At the beginning 
of my speech T pointed out th<1t the tcend 
·of legislation in all Parlienwnts to-day is 
in the din•rtion of providing for the in­
terests of the people as against the interests 
of e particular class. The hon. member for 
Wide Bav referred to the l;ttle storv of a 
short ron.vcrsation that took place b"etween 
himself and members of an alien race, and he 
said that a member of that alien race told 
him that in his narticular country the intelli­
gent section of the communih· controlled 
leg·islative affairs, wher<:as in Australia the:v 
were controll0d by the coolies. The hon. 
member for Wide Bav is entitled to wh<lt­
cvcr ,-icws he like'· liut I, as a m cm her of 
the \Yorkina c-lasc", and as a representative of 
v;,Torking class inteJ~ests. n1ust protest with 
the :;tronfl·est frelings possible against the 
men of Queensland being referred to in 
flirmant terms -as coolies. 

Mr. TOLiVriE: And you voted for the 
J apanesc the other night? 

Mr. SI\IITH : The hon. member knows 
perfectly well that certain interests are be­
hind certain things, ftnd while, perhaps, he 
may bo dean himself, some of his supporters 
.are interested in getting those aliens allowed 

to work in the sugar and other industries. 
(Hear, hear !) This Bill, you will remember, 
deals with any attempt to use undue influence 
in this Assembly, and deals with men who 
may or may not be representatives of vested 
interests throughout this State. \Ve know that 
this Government have passed certain legisla­
tion, with a view to protecting the useful 
people of this State, and we know they have 
been met with endless litigation on behalf of 
vested interests throughout the State and 
the Commonwealth, and yet the hon. mem­
ber who has iust resumed his seat moved 
a certain amcn.dmont in this House. At that 
time the Colonial Sugar Refining Company 
--ono of the largest monopolies in the State, 
a representative of which monopoly under 
this Bill would be debarred from sitting in 
this House-had a case before the court test­
ing the validity of an Act passed designed 
to ·give an OJJTlOr~unity to farmers to 
get a fair doa.l in th1' marketing of their 
products. In addition to that, tlwy also had 
a case before the court testing the validity 
of certain regulations instituted by the 
Minister for Agriculture with a view to pro­
tecting the farmers in certain partieulars; 
and vet the hon. me·nber for \Vide Bay, 
while. that case was still sub judice, got 
np in his place in this Assembly and 
moved that those n•gulations be disallowed, 
thereby-had h0 lwPn successful with his 
motion-doing for the Colonial Sugae Re­
fining Cornpa.ny \Yhat they were en~e.aY­
ouring to rnove the C'OHrts for. In add1hon 
to tliat, the members in another place 
aleo dinlluw<'d thm:c regulations. Then, 
again, it 1night be interesting, during 
the eourse of this debate, to find out wl:y 
certain n1en1bPrs arc so interc':'tcd in certain 
Bills. \Ye knmY that in this Chamber, follow­
ing out the policy endorsed by the people 
at the last election, we have passed cortam 
measures, or endeavoured to pass certain 
measures, and we know the fate those mea­
sur<es have received at the hands of another 
place. \Ye ha,-e, for t;xample. what might 
be dcscribcd as a disgrace to Brisbane at the 
present time. \Ye know that certain com­
panies arc operating in Brisbane in regard to 
whom certain legislation has been passed by 
this Chamber. Amendments ha,-e beon 
moved both in this Assembly and in the 
Legislative Council dealing "·ith the Gas Bill, 
and can any member opposite justify memb~rs 
holding large interests in the Gas Compam~s 
in Brisbane, directors of companies who \Vlll 
be dealt \\·ith und<lr this measure. getting 
up and moving a.mcndments which are not 
in thP interests of the people of Queensland 
but are in the interests or are directed to 
protecting their vested interest" in t~e com­
munitv. I could rro on for a considerable 
time ftnd urge vc1~r many valid reasons in 
support of this measure. \Ye know that as 
dcrnocracv travels towards it, goal, the 
oppositio~ towards democracy will become 
greater and greater every year, and members 
opposite, who are the slaves and tools of 
yested intere~ts in Queensland, know what 
is being as,a.il(Jd. They are repr:sentativo of 
intN'ests \vho will fight for then J?rl v1leges 
to the last ditch, but we are not gomg to be 
deterred by them. (Hear, hear!) \Vc know 
they a re j1reparod to spend large sums of 
rnonev and to go to no end of trouble to 
prote~t their interests which are detrime:r:tal 
to the people, but we as party are not gomg 
to be deterred by them. This Bill is :;c Bill 
ihat everyone who believes in th? punty of 
public life and who believes that politics 

Mr. Smith.l 



1866 Constitution Act of [ASSEMBLY] 1867 Amendment Bill. 

should be kept clean here in Queensland and 
Australia will wdcome, and this party are 
not to bt' deterred by any sophistr.' or innu­
endoes or attacks from the <•thn side. \Ve 
intend to pursue this Bill, whic], will be 
welcomed by the usdul ptwnle of Australia 
and will be a mreasnre that \\;ill tend towards 
purifying the public life here in t~w interests 
ol the p0oplc of QuecmslanrL 

GovERX"fEKT l\1E>IBERS: Hear, hear ! 
At twenty-one minutes past 9, tlj_e Premier 

moYcd-That the question be now put. 

Question-That the question be now put­
put; and the House divided:-

1\fr. Barber 
Bcrtram 
Carter 
Coll ;n~ 
Cooper 

, Coyne 
Dunstan 
FihPII.­
Foll-'" 
Hardacre 
Hartley, H. L. 
Hartley, W. 
Hunter 
Hnxham 
.TonPs. T. 1 ... 
Kin:van 

AYES, 32. 
:llr. Land 

Lennon 
, Lloyd 
, May 
, 1-I c Lachlan 
, Mc:'t.finn 
, iYfcPhail 
, O'Kullivah 
,. Pollock 
, Ryan, H .. T. 
,. P3an, 1'. ,J. 

Smith 
~topforc1 

., \YPllington 

., i.Yilson 
, \Yinstanley 

TelleJ'.'i: Jfr. McPhail and Mr. Kirwan. 

Mr. ~·\rmstrong 
n Barne~ 
, Bayley 
, BPll 
, Booker 
, Oorsrr 
,, Forsyth 
,, Grayson 

G-unn 

~OES, IP. 
lHr. :~vracartnc>y 
, Morgan 

l\inrphy 
Petrie 

, Stevens 
Rtodart 

., ~wayne 
Tolmie 
Walker 

Tellers: }fr. M organ and Mr. Corser. 

PAIRS. 
~\YL'S-:J.Ir. Payne and Mr. Armfielcl. 
Not>s--11r. Hankin and }fr. Appel. 

RPsolved in the affirmative. 

Question--That the words proposed to be 
added (Jfr. Murphy's amendment) be so 
added-put; and the House divided:-

Mr. Arrnstrong 
Earnes 

, Ba:vley 
, Bell 
,, Booker 

Corser 
,. Forsyth 

Grayson 
Gunn 

AYEs, 18. 
1-lr. :.\facartney 
, Morga:n 
, iY[urphy 
, Petrie 
, :--:tC'Vf'llS 

, Storlart 
, Swayne 

Tolmie 
Walker 

Tellers: Mr. l\iurphy and Mr. Grayson. 

::\m;s, 32. 
Mr. Barber Mr. Land 

Bertram , , Lennon 
, Carter , Lloyd 
., Co1lins , :\lay 
, Cooper , 1fcLach1an 
, CoynP , )JcJ:Tinn 
, Dunstan , McPhail 
, Fihelly , O'Sullivan 
., ~~~:Jacre , Pollock 

, Hyan, H .. T. 
, Hartley, H. L. , R)·an. T .. T. 
, Hartley, W. Smith 
, Hunter , ~topford 
, Huxham , Wellington 

.TonC's, T. IJ. , \Vilson 
, Kirwan ,. \Vinstanley 
1'ell,ers: i\fr. M cM inn and iYir. H. J,. Hartlcy. 

PAIRS. 

Aycs-Mr. Pankin and Mr .• ~pnel. 
Yo('s-:J.fr. rayne- and :Mr. Armfield. 
Resolved in the negative. 

[Mr. Smith. 

Original question put. 

Mr. MACARTNEY (Toou•ong), who was• 
received ,,-ith Opposition cheers. sai·d : • I 
would just like to offer a few words before 

this quPstion goes through. I do 
(8.30 p.m.] not wish to say very much. I 

did not take advantage 'vhen the 
an1cndmPnt was rnoYPd to say anything, be­
cau3e, sinrc notice of this resolution was 
gi vcn on Tuesday last, I, at any rate, re­
garded it as a personal attack 'lll myself and. 
upon rny partnr:r. 

0PPOSI'riON ME~IBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. MACART::\EY: It mav be a very 
honourable position for a mcJ;1hcr to fiud 
himself here to have action of this kind taken 
against hi1n for doing his dut.Y as a n1ember 
of this Chamber. J do not. however, 
wish to enter into a personal discussion of 
the subject. The hon, gentleman, in intro­
·ducing the matter this afternoon, said he 
wislwd to avoid personalitie-s. For my part, 
I ha ye no desire to enter upon pcrsonaliti·es. 
During that stateme-nt the Premier called 
attention to the fact. as justifying this motion, 
that he had 'o far back as some day in 
October last announced thc ne-cessity of 
the introduction of this ]Pg-islation by the 
GoYcrninPut dca]ing 'Yith a rnattcr of thiQ, 
sort. It ju.'t so happens that that date very 
shortly succeeded a dispute which was rag­
ing o\-er a certain recTuiting n1att.cr in 
which my partner, who is also attacked by 
this n1otion, took a son1ewha.t pronlillent part. 
It is ycry strange that that annou11cerrlent 
should be made so .-erv shortlv afterwards. 
Mr. Speaker. you will re-member that on 
Tuesday last, when I offered a personal 
explanation to this Chamber, that the moment 
I sat down the hon. gentleman rose. and in 
that bullying mrtnner of his ga.-.e notice of 
the resolution we an-) di~cussing to-night. 

Mr. MoRGAK: He was quite dramatic. 

Mr. :\1ACARTKEY: There is no getting 
away from the fact, as the hon. member for 
\Yide Bay has pointed out, that a reference 
to the motion in what is known as the 
Government organ will show that it is a per­
sonal one against myself and my partner. I 
ciaim that in my personal explanation I haYe 
·denied categorically the charges made against 
mP by the Premier, and I challenge·d the 
Premier to ha.-e those charges in.-estigated 
by a Supreme Court judge. I have prom­
ised to abide b~- the result, even if it means 
my retirement from the public life of the 
State. I am not going to enter on any 
defence of my position to-night, but I may 
sa:v that neYf'r in mv life have I abused· 
rny position ''"' a men~ber of this Chamber. 

0PPOSITIO::-< ME:VIBERS : Hear, hear ! 

-,\lr. MACARTNEY: The Premier and the 
nwmbcn of his Cabinet, sitting on the front 
Tr0asury bench, and those members sitting 
behind him. are unable to show that I have. 
I am cont~nt to leave mvself in the hands 
of the public of Queensland, and in the hands 
of the people who know me. I defy the hon. 
gPntlernan and his action in introducing a 
matter of this sort for the purpose of dis­
paraging and harn1ing myself and my 
partner. 

OPPOSITION MK.IIBERS: Hear, hear ! 
Mr. MACARTNEY: A supporter of the 

hon. gentleman has cast out an insinuation 
that the company which my partner and I 
are honourably connected with-a company 
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that has done splendid work for Queensland, 
and has d0ne splendid things iri the inter· 
ests of Queensland generally. has something 
to do with a shipment of meat that is 
alleged to have' gone to the enemy. 

l\lr. H. L. HARTLEY interjected. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: The hon. member 
knows that it did not come from the cam· 
pany, and it :is only his Yenmnous attitude 
that makes him cav it. I know that mv 
partner, Mr. Thynn'e, would sooner cut hi's 
hand off rath0r than do anything to assi:3t 
the <>nemv. That is more than I can sav 
for the Pl·emicr and his friends on the othel: 
side of the House. 

OPPOSITION :U,fE}IBERS : Hear, hear ! 

The PRE11IER: The hon. member for 
Toowong has taken the view, no doubt­
the view which has been put into his mind 
by hon. members \dlO have spoken on the 
opposite s!d,~-that this motion is levelled 
against hin1 and his partner. I ha,·e no 
doubt. from what I have heard this after­
noon, and I have no doubt. from my expGl'i­
cnce in Parliament, that it is not improb­
able that perhaps he and his partner \Vill 
come within the proYisions of this n1easurc 
Th:tt i~ onlv incide11tal. This 1nca~ure was 
advocated bv me when I had mv seat on 
the front OpjJosition bench leading \he Oppo· 
sition. I ahYays contended that some pro­
vision sh(Juld be made "-hereby representa­
tive~~ of monopolies should not be allowed 
in Parliarr1ent-that is, paid representatives 
of monopolies. \\' e know that that is how 
the trusts and combines grew up in An1erica, 
because they wpre allowed to have represen­
tatives, and, of course, instead of promoting 
the interests of the people they were sup­
PO'·e-d to represent they were merely for­
\Yarding the interests of those corporations 
they happened to represent. I haYe continu­
ally adopted that attitude. 'The fact that 
the hon. member for 'Toowong made some 
remark:;; vvith regard to me the other even~ 
ing. and the fact that his partner made 
attacks upon me, have nothing whatcYer to do 
with the introduction of this measure. (Op­
position dissent.) I \Yill tell you, if the hon. 
member for ToovYong a:r::_d his partner want 
to knmY my Yiews of the attacks which they 
ha\·e made upon me, both with regard to the 
matter of recruiting and with regard to the 
''stuff" that he rderred to. It is because 
he and his partner have not been able to 
mould me to their wishes to incur the 
expenditure of the money of the taxpayers 
of Queensland on certain ventures they 
were interested in. There will be ample 
eYidence of that brought before this House 
before very long. I state~d the other night 
that members belonging to previous GoYern­
ments sitting on the Treasury benches here 
could tell vou how those Gm·ernments were 
approached by the hon. gentleman and his 
partner, and that if certain requests which 
they made with regard to certain interests 
the) reprecented were not granted, then the 
hon. member for TomYong took occasion to 
attack the GoYernment for something else 
in order to compel them to do what he 
wished. 

Mr. MACART:'{EY : Did I ever see you m my 
life on any subject? 

The PREMIER : The hon. member's 
partner has seen me on several occasions--

Mr. MACARTNEY : Why not tell the truth? 

The PREMIER : In respect to the interests 
of certain companies that they represent. 

Mr. MACART:c\EY: You lie. 

The SPEAKER: Order! 

GOYERlDIEKT MK\IBERS: Order ! 
draw! ~Withdraw! 

With-

'The SPEAKER: I ask the hon. member~ 
to withdraw that expression. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: I decline to with­
draw it. 

Mr. MuRPHY: It is a misunderstanding. 

'The SPEAKER: I hope the hon. member­
will withdraw. 

Mr. MACAR'TNEY (to the Premier) : I 
asked you if I ever saw you about anything. 

The PRE}fiER: I said that his partner saw 
me. 

Mr. MACAR'TNEY: If the hon. member 
mftkes that difference, I withdraw; not other­
'vise. 

The PREMIER: I never said anything 
else. but I say that his partner has seen ry,te 
again and again in order to g~t certain 
things done by the Government, whiCh I have 
consistently refused to do. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: I asked you a straightout 
question. 

The PREMIER: And it was only when 
he found that I was too strong in the atti­
tude I was taking that these attacks were 
made on me. But these persons have met 
their match. They will find that I am not 
going to give way to their demands, and I 
am not going, b~ecause they hap1;en to have~ 
made these attacks, to drop thts. measure. 
It would suit them for me to drop tt. (Hear, 
hear!) 

But to pass to the subject of the motio;r, 
that is, a proposal to provt~e that certam 
representatives, directors, sohcitoJ:sr attorne_ys, 
barristers of monopoly compames or alten 
companies shaU not J:e eligible to hold seats 
in Parliament-that ts a proposal I am sure 
every reasonably minded person will agree 
with. (Hear. hear!) The leader of the Op· 
position, and almost every member of the· 
Opposition who have spoken, have p1~t on the 
"cap"; thcv say that th1s n1easure IS a1.~ed 
against them. The le:tder of the Opposrttop 
said. " It is aimed agamst members of thts 
partv." \\'ell, it is a good thmg for Queens­
land' that the people should know that the 
provisions of the measure fit hon. members 
opposite. (Hear, hear!) I say I do not 
care who the man is who holds a seat on th>;t 
side of the House or holds a seat. on thts 
side of the House-if he is the paid agent 
of a monopoly or alien company, he has no· 
right to be here. 

Ga'vERNMEKT MEYIBERS: Hear, hear! 

The PREMIER: And in making this pro· 
posal I am satisfic~ that I have the people 
of Queensland behmd .me. I haYe sat ]>ere· 
during this session~ subJect to the most bttter 
personal attack. Everyone sitting in this 
House to-night-in the gallery and elsewher<> 
-has heard hon. members over there btt· 
tedy, personally attacki;rg me with regard 
to the introduction of thts measure. If they· 

Hon. T. J. Ryan.J 
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·had been here throughout this session on 
·other occasions they would have found the 
same b1tter personal attacks. Because I was 
opposed to conscription, ·the one man who 
stood out and opposed conscription I have 
been subject to personal attacks. The 
stronger those personal attacks, the greater 
1s the endence that the Government are 
doing their duty. 

GovERN;IIENT ME;~IBERS, Hear, hear ! 

Mr. MACARTNEY: The people will tell you 
ihat. 

The PRE:\fiER: '.rhat is conclusive evi­
dence that we are doing something that 
pmchos the mterests of hon. members oppo­
site. If they disclose to the people of Queens­
la~d that members of the Opposition are the 
paid representatives of n1onopolistic or alien 
·compamcs, I haYe no doubt it will be a 
startling revelation to the people. ·when 
they sec the report of the remarks of the 
leader of the Opposition on this measure­
It was not suggested by me, because not one 
word fell from my lips that could have re­
ferred to hon. members opposite--

Hen. J. TOLMIE: Do you think that because 
you bury your head in the sand, we cannot 
see your body ? 

The PRE;\fiER : When they read the 
speeches of hon. members oj1posite they haYe 
th? most potent evidence, the most conclusive 
.ev.Idence. that the. Opposition and their 
fncnds 111 the LegislatiYe Council are the 
representatives of rnonopolies and in some 
cases of alien companies. I do not intend to 
delay the debate any further. I hope we 
sha)l soon get a diYision, and have an oppor­
tunity of soon Introducing thjs n1easure and 
of placing it on the statute-book of Queens­
land. 

GovERX}fENT lVIE;viBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Qucstion-(J/r. R1J,an'.< motion)-put; and 
·the House divided:-

}lr. BarlJfT 
,. BC'rhnm 

Carter 
, Col1ins 
, Cooper 

Covne 
.. Drlnstan 
:. Fihclly 

Foley 
, Harclacre 
, Hartky, H. L. 

Hartlev, \V. 
, Hunte1: 
, Huxham 
, .Ton('s, T. I •. 
, Kirwan 

AYES, 32. 
Mr. Land 

,, Lennon 
, Lloycl 

1fav 
, :VIcLachlan 
, }1 c1Jinn 
, McPhail 
, O'Sullhu.n 
,. Pollock 
, Ryan, H .. T. 
, Ryan, T . . T. 
,, Smith 
,. Rtopford 
., 1\'dlington 

\Vilson 
\Yinstanh'v 

Teller': ~Ir. Pollock and :.\Ir. H .• T. 'nyan. 

~11r .. \rmstrong 
Barnl's 
Bavlf'v 
B<'ll .. 
Corspr 

.. Forsvth 
Ora,:son 

., Gtm.n 
l\faC'nrtnC'y 
Teller.,: .'l!r. 

NoEs, 17. 
1Ir. ?lfor;:;·an 

, :Jlurphy 
.. retrif' 

~·tpv,•ns 

Stodart 
.. ,~..:waYne 

., Tolnlir 
,. \Valkrr 

BarnPs and Mr. Morgan. 

PAIRS, 

_\;Ts-_Mr. Payne and 
1 
Mr. Armfield. 

-;:o('s-jfr. Rankin and Mr. Appel. 

Resolved in the affirmative. 

fHon. T. J. Ryan. 

TRAFFIC ACT A:\1ENDMEl\T BILL. 

INITIATION. 

The HOME SECRETARY (l-Ion. J. 
Huxham, B11ranrla): I move-

" That the House will, at its next 
sitting, resolve itself into a Committee 
of the \Vhole to consider of tne desirable­
ne'" of introducing a Bill to further 
amend the Traffic Act of 1905 in certain 
particulars." 

I presume that the loader of th<Y Opposition 
crtlled " J'\ot formal " to this motion because 
he desired information as to the nature of 
the amendment proposed in the Bill. One 
amendment in the measure deals with the 
regulatioE of dray traffic going to the 
vvhar\'l'S and other parts of the city, and has 
been introduced because the GovPrnment 
have been asked bv the Mayor of Brisbane to 
pass legislation of the character proposed. 
\V<Y thought that in doing so we would takc 
a<hantagc of the opportunity to make pro 
vision with regard to brakes and tramcars. 
\Y (' a re not bringing in any drast · c legisla· 
tion, but only such proyisions as are neces­
sary for the wellbeing of the country. The 
1Jl'ovisjons of the nH'aSUl'C rnay be· extended 
to other districts where they are demanded. 

I-Iox .• T. TOL:VIIE: I do not think any 
serious objection can be taken to the matter 
mentioned by the Home' Secretary as having 
been introduced at the request of the lVlayor 
of Brisbane, but it seems to me that this is 
oue of those meawres which the Gove'rn­
ment arc continually introducing for the 
purpose of causing 1nore trouble in particular 
industries. Bv this measure unfortunate 
draymen in th~ city are to be compelled to 
comply with certain conditions with regard 
to drays used in their ordinary avocations, 
and to S\vathe their wheels in order to pre­
,·ent anybo·dy being inJured. This is legis­
lation run mad. .Howeve'r. if the GOY·ern­
mcnt desire to take up yaluablc time in dis­
cussing tmch n1cn•urcs I havp, no objection 
to their doing so. 

Qm•otion put and passed 

REGULATlON OF SCUAR CANE PRICES 
ACT AMK\'D::.WEJ\i'I' BILL. 

INITIATION IN CmnnTTEE. 
(J[r. JJcrtram, .11are-", in the clwi1·.) 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICT~LTURE' 
(Hon. \V. Lennon, H c1·bcrt) moved-

" That it is desirable that a Bill be 
introduced to amend the Regulation of 
Sugar Cane Prices Act of 1915 ;n certain 
particulars." 

Last week he gave an explanatiOn of the 
main features of the propos<!d Bill, and he 
did not suppose that the leader of the Opposi­
tion would rcouire anv further infonnation 
at this stage.· seeing ·that the Bill would 
pn•sently he in his hands. 

Hon. J. TOL:VUE: I gathered that ) ou gave 
u' full particulars then. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
No; he simply o\Jtlincd the main features 
of the Bill, and stated that the measure was 
to some extent experimental in character. 
'I'he hon. nwmber for Maree wanted to know 
the other eYoning if the local boards would 
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be affectf'd. The Bill dealt with some of the 
operations of the local boardr:, 

[9 p.m.] especially in regard to awards, 
and provided that information re­

quired by the boards should be furnished by 
the mills. Ho thought the measure would 
meet the .desires expressed b:v Yarious sugar 
associations, and mt>et mnst of the difficultir•e 
that confronted the department in the ad­
ministration of the Act. 

Question put and passed. 
The House resumed. The CHA!RJ\JAX rr>­

ported that the Committee had come to a 
resolution. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

FIRST READIXG. 

On the motion of ihe SECRETARY FOR 
AGRICULTURE the Bill was read a first 
time, and the second reading \Vas made an 
Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

MARSUPIAL BOARDS ACT AMEND­
MENT BILL. 

INITIATION IX CoM:YIITTEE. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
moved-

" That it is desirable that a Dill be 
introdnced to further amend the 
Marsupial Boards Act of 1905 in certain 
particulars.'' 

Quest'on put and passed. 

The Houoe resumed. The CHAJR:\fAK re­
ported the Committee had com0 to a resolu­
tion. 

FIRST READING. 

On the motion of the SF.CRETAR Y FOR 
AGRICULTURE, the Bill was read a first 
tirne, and the second readi1~g \Vas rrutde an 
Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

WAYS A~D MEAKS. 

RECEPTION oF RESOLcTIONs. 

The C'HAIRMAK: I beg to bring up the 
rpsolutions reported from the Committee of 
Ways and Mean5 on \V edncsday the 15th 
instant. ~' 

On the motion of. the PREMIER, the 
resolutions were reccn-ed and agreed to by 
the House. 

I~COME TAX ACT Al\1E~DMENT DILL. 

FIRST READING. 

A Bill, founded on these resolutions, was 
introduced and read a first time. The second 
reading was made an Order of the Day for 
to-n1orrow. 

1:'\SURAXCE DILL. 

COMJ\IITTEE. 

Cl a uses 1 and 2, put and passed. 
On clause 3-" Interpretation"-

HOK. J. TOL:vl:IE moved the insertion of 
the word "Queensland," after the word 
" any," on line 22. Many of the companiPs 
might be carrying on insurance business in 
other parts of the world, and it was only 

intended that the prohibition against carry­
ing on general insurance business should 
apply to Queensland. He did not think the 
Minister wanted to prevent those companies. 
from carrying on business in other parts of 
the world. 

HoN. J. A. FIHELL Y did not think that 
the clause r.s it stood was other than what 
was desired by the hon. member, but, if he 
anticipated any difficulty, he (Mr. Fihelly) 
was prepared to accept the amendment. 

Ameudment agreed to. 

HcJN. J. A. FIHELLY moved the insertion 
of the vvords " marine insurance business," 
after the word "business," on line 40. That 
would give wme relief to the marine 
insurances cornpanies operating in Queens~ 
land. 

Amendment agreed to. 

Hox. J. 'l'OLMIE moved the insertion, 
after line· 55, of the following words :-

" 'j\Iamtging agent '-An agent resi­
dent "ithin the Supreme Court, Central 
district of Queensland, or the Supreme 
Court, "\orthern district of Queensland, 
appointed by the insurer under power of 
attorncv to conduct and control the 
busiJJes~ of the insurN in such district or 
any portion thereof specifled in such 
po\vcr of attorney." 

Comp~nics doing business in Quef>nsland had 
agent~ operating for them in the Central and 
Northern districts. It was quite understand­
a blc' that a large company operating in the­
Central district was likely to have one man 
to conduct the affairs for the whole of that 
district. They had many agents scattered 
throughout Queensland, and it would be 
inc011Ycni0nt for them if thev had to deal' 
with the whole of those age;1t~ from Bris-. 
bane. Consequently, they appointed an agent 
"-S managing agent for them with control 
over the agents in the Central district, and 
over the agents in the Northern district. In 
view of the fact that it was thought desirable· 
t.1 deal with those agencies in the Bill, it 
was neccsasry to have the definition inserted. 

Hox. J. A. FIJ-IELLY stud he would ac­
cept the amendment. He had intenc1od to 
nlO\...-C on0 of a si:nilar nature hin1se1f, but 
the amendment appeared to cover the same­
ground so far as he could gather fro1n a 
<·asual perusa.l. 

Amendment ugreed to 

Hox. .J. A. FIHELL Y moved the inser­
tion, after line 56, of the following defini­
tion:--

"'Marine insuran~e bnsincs~'-The 
husine!=ls of insurance for any voyage or· 
po:-jorl covering any ship, Iner('handisc, 
or other interest ag:tin.>t loss by ship­
wreck or other peril of the seas." 

The tHDB!tdn1cnt waR eonseLJnentia1 on the· 
amendment he had previously moYed. 

..._-\n1endment agreed to. 

HoK. J. TOL'\HE mov0d the insertion, 
after the word " individuals," at the end of 
the defmition of " person," of the words, 
" The tcrn1 incJudeq the Conllrlissioner. H 

The reason for that "\~s that in manv of 
the clauses the \Vol'd "person" wus intellded 
to include the Commissioner, and the amend­
ment might save a good deal of doubt and: 
troubl·e in the administration of the Act. 

Hon. J. Tolmie.J 
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Ho;:.; .• T. A. FIHELLY: He could .not 
quite seP the force of the hon. member's 
argument To all intents und purposes the 
ConHnis~lonLT WOLlid LP ull precjsely th(~ 
same plane as tbc con1panies ('Onducting 
busines.-;, and he ccnld nut quite ~L'C why the 
Commissioner should be indudcti in· that 
ddinition. Before be could accept the 
amPndnu:'nt he would like to hear ~ome n1ore 
satisfactory reason given for it. The Go­
verntnent \Yt:rc giYiHg an undertaking that 
on the broad plan0 the Comrnissioner would 
can·y on business precisely in the san1e way 
as the companies, and he would have no 
priYilcg·c~ that werp not abo enjoyed by the 
compan10~ 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: Under the Railwavs 
Aet the Commissioner for Railwavs was 
dese·ibe{l as a corporation. The Commis­
~ioner under thi., Bill w~1s not a corporation. 
and it '.\'aS doubtful whether ho could be 
-t.!e;::cribcd as " a body corporate or unincor­
porate" rJr as an "1ndividual." The arnend­
ment "as inh'ndocl to cl Par up the point .. 

Ho~. J. A. FIHELLY: I! the hon. mem­
her could gi,-e a more satisfactorv explana­
tion later on as to 1vhy ho wanted the Com­
rni~~ioncr to bP. inf'lurh·d ·in the dr·finition, 
h-e rnight he prepared to 1neet the bon. ntE'lll­

lwr «nd frarne an an1endJnent ,vhich ·would 
~ttain the same end. 

llox .. 1. TOLMlE: HP would not press 
the amendment if the ::\Tinister was not pre­
pared to concede the poiJJt 

Amendment put and ne~ativcd. 

Ho;:.;. J. A. FIHELLY moved the omis­
~ion, 01~ line'" 11. 12, and 13. pag·e 3, of the 
·words ·· nnd 1n the case of ~nariTic insurance 
goods shipped at any port in Queensland." 
The a1nenclnwnt was cons~quentiaL 

~\n1e1Hlmrnt agre<'d to: and clause 3, as 
amended. put and passed. 

Clause 4--·· Pou.:tr to Cll?'l'IJ on bu,,;iness"-
put and passod. ' 

On ol·J.!lSC 5 -''.State r:.rh'el'nment Insur­
ance Ufficr:''-

HoK. J. TOLMll<: moYo·d the omission o::t 
line 1, page 4, of the word '·all." ' 

Hox .. J. A. FIHELLY said he would like 
to get some reasons from the hon. member 
for the an1endnwnt. 

I-! ox . . T. TOLMIE: Ho subsequently in­
tended to move the addition of some other 
words, and then to move the omission of 
subclanso (rl), namely-

" The Commissioner shall have and 
1nay exercise all tho powers, privileges, 
rights, and remedies of the Crown." 

Last night he had directed attention to the 
vf'ry considerable power which was put into 
the hands of the Commissioner under that 
subclausc, a power which was not possessed 
by any other company doing busiucss. \Vhat 
the insurance companies desired was that the 
qon1n1is.sioner should not exercise the provi­
ston wtth respect to the a.pplication for 
licenses under Part III. of the Bill. Clause 
5 was loaded. The Crown would possess 
po":ers greater than other persons doing 
busm_ess. I-! e would _quote the following 
dectstons from authenticated cases tried in 
Great Britain-

" A trust cannot be enforced against 
the Crown.'' 

[Hon. J. A. Fihd!y. 

But it could be enforced against the corn· 
panics-

'· A mandamus would not lie to per­
forlll a du!v such as to issue a license 
since a marldan1us \vill not issue against 
the Cro\'\"lL'' 

"The Crown is not bound by customs 
"·hich bind the individual, but he may 
take adYantage of such custon1s." 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: Arc those leg1ol 
opinions? 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: No; they arc cases 
that had been decided-

.. 'fhe C'rown is not bound bv statute 
unless expressly named. By-lm.:s ·do not 
bind the Crown unless they are expressly 
or itnpliedly authorised to do so." 

.. Execution cannot be levied against 
the property of the Crown." 

" The prescription Acts do not bind 
the Crown and no amount of negligcncB 
or laches bars the Crown." 

"The Crown is further not liable to 
pay any taxes or rates unless these are 
specifically mentioned." 

In anv cause of action, where a malicious 
or fraudulent act was necessary to be proved, 
the Comh1issioner might allege that" he had 
the right and privilege of the Crown, and no 
such action would lie against the Commis­
sioner. A charge of false representation 
to another insurance con1pany on re-insurance 
could not be brcught against the Commis­
sioner. A charge of conspiracy against _him 
to unla\Yfulh~ injure another insurer's business 
could not be successfully maintained. The 
Comrni~sioncr rnight cause so1ne person to 
be falsely imprisoned: he might defame the 
character of the other companies; and he 
\Yculd ha \'e the full protection of the rights 
of the Cro,vn. Surely hon. members did 
not think the Commissioner should be placed 
in such a pos:tion as that, and it was with 
a Yicw to curt:Ii1ing his powers in this direc­
tion that the amond:nent was mo.-ed, and he 
trusted that tlw :Y[inister would see his way 
tu ;;ccept it. The omission of the >~ ord 
.. all" which hP had moved was not the 
i:nportant part of the an1cndrncnt; the crux 
of it was the omission of subc1auso (a}. The 
Minister had indicated that all he \~'anted 
was that the Commissioner should be on the 
same plane as the companies who were doing 
businrss. 

Hen. J. A. FJHELLY: Speaking broadh · 
but ..-ou c;J..nnot put then1 on exactly the sat;1~ 
plan"e. 

Box. J. TOLYIIE: Ho was not saying 
that the prospective Commissioner would 
go about defaming the character of those 
,,,ho were associated with hin1, but changes 
might take place, a:>d. it was. quite po,sible 
that another Comnnsswner mtght be there, 
and some of these things might occur. in 
consequence of which con;panie~ wou_ld be 
,criouslY hampered m thou bus mess :f. not 
altogetlicr ruined. HB hoped the iVItmster 
,, 0 uld see his way to accept the amendment. 

Ho:-~. J. A. FJHELLY: The arguments of 
the hon. member would be convincing if they 
were real but the hon. member would 
notice that subclause (b) provided-

" All legal proceedings may bo broug?t 
bv or against the Insurance CommJs­
s{oner in his official nan1e." 

In the original drafting of the Bill he h::d 
wondet·ed why they were _g~ving th<: Commis­
sioner all the powers, pnvileges, nghts, and 
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'remedies of the Crown. It was more a 
matter of form; they \Yere not by any means 
the rights of the Gov<~rnor in Counml. The 
Commissioner could sue and be sued. 'l'hat 
wns quite different to what was stated bv 
the ieader of the Opposition. If the fact's 
were as stated b0· the leader of H,e Opposi­
tion he should give further consideration to 
the amendment. but he could assure the hon. 
member that they were not. Although the 
Commissioner would be prett0• well on the 
same plane as the companies doing business 
in Queensland, there must be a difference. 
He could give the assurance that the com­
panif's \Yould have proper retnedies in case 
of any injury being done to them. 

Hox. J. TOLMIE was afra:d that the 
hon. 1:Iinister' s arguments \V ere inconclusive. 
Did not the hon. gentleman see that it was 
one thing to bring proceedings against the 
CommiSsioner in his official name, and an­
other thing to proceed against him. When 
the legal proceedings were instituted all he 
had to do was to plead that he had the 
powers of the Crown in regard to the matter. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: You are building up 
.impossible conting0ncie-s._ 

Ho~. J. TOLMIE: Why were they giving 
him this protection? 

Hon J. A. FIHELLY: It is very nece2sary. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: Certainly proceedings 
-could bo instituted against the Commissioner 
in his official name, but he could go into 
,Court and ptead ~ubclause ('!). The :Minister 

did not say that it was essential 
[9.30 p.m.] fm- the Commission<er to have 

these particular privileges <Jvcr 
and abo\·e his eompctitors. It was like put­
ting the Con11nissioner in a glass case so that 
no dust would fall upon him, and he was 
protected in every way from his competitors. 
The Commissioner was in a position to de­
fame his competitors if they left the clause 
as it stood. He was dralitJg with the Cam· 
n1issioner as an i1npersonal factor ju':t then, 
because, from his knowle{lge of the present 
Commissioner and from what he had heard 
of his rcrmtation, he did not think he would 
do any such thing. There was a danger in 
allowing the clause to pa'''· and the legal 
decisions hP had quoted would show that the 
amendment should be accepted, and should 
vvoigh wiih the lVlinistcr. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: Thev would weigh 
if they had any application.· 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: They did ha Ye appli­
cation. All that was stated in paragraph 
(b) was !hat legal proceedings could be 
brought against the Commissioner in his 
official name. He thought someone shouid 
bel set down who could be proceeded against, 
and then. 1f a verdict were given against 
him, the Crown would pay his expenses. If 
they left paragraph (a) in its present form 
then the court would hold that the plaintiff 
could not proceed. 

Ho>r. J. A. FIHELL Y regretted that he 
could not accept the amendment. It was 
like straining at a gnat. Probably the insur­
ance companies' lawyers thought that there 
was something dark hidden in the clause 
but there was nothing of th~ kind. 'l'h~ 
cases quoted by the hon. gentleman had little 
or no bearing on the question. The Com­
missioner had no discretionary power like 
the Crown had. That was the prerogative 
of the_ qrown. They could not place the 
Commissioner as a Government servant in 

the same position that a private man could 
be placed b.v his directors. It was all moon­
shine to sa v that the Commissioner would 
o·o curePrir; 0' l'<)Und the country making 
·defamat~ry ~atcments about his competitors. 

}fr. PE'l'RIR (Toombul) thought that the 
powers of the Con1n1issioncr were arbi:trary, 
because he had all.the powms of the Crown 
behind him. The Commissioner controlled 
all the bl'okers and eyervonc else. The Com­
missioner should net have such arbitrary 
powers at all. He was dealing with the 
Comrnis::-;ioner in an irnpersonal way. He 
did not think such powers should be reposed 
in anyDnc. 

J\lr. :\IORGAN pointed out that if anyone 
sued the Commissioner, his lawyer would 
tell him to rea·d subclause (a). The private 
firms would be subject to prosecution, but 
they could not prosecute the Commissioner 
at all. No harm could be done in accepting 
the amendme.nt. He understood from the 
:Yiinistcr that the Commissioner di-d not want 
any prefcrencP, and was prepared to stand 
or fall on his own merits, in competition 
with the private companies. If that were so, 
the Minister should accept a reasonable 
arnenclment. 

Question-That the word propos0d to be 
omitted (Jlr. Tolmie's amendment on clausP 
5) stand part of the clause-put; and the 
Committee divided:-

}fr. Earher 
Carter 
Co1!ins 
Covne 

" nun~tan 
Filwlly 
Fol('Y 

.. HarC:lacre 
Hartlr-'y, H. L. 
Hartkv. \\". 
Hun~el: 
Jiuxham 
.Tones. T. L. 
I\irwan 
Land 

,\YES, 30. 
llfr. Lennon 

., Lloyd 
}fav 

, MrLachlau 
JfG::Ylinn 

., }Jclha: 
" o·~ullivan 

Pollo-::k 
~}:an, ~-

,. h~an, I .T. 
,'-.mith 

, ~top ford 
., 'Wellington 

\Yilw11 

Teller.-\ ~Ir. Kirwan 
, , \'\~ instanley 

and }'[r. ttopford. 

}fr. :\rmstrong 
Barnes 
BPll 
Bookt·r 
CorsPr 

,, G-ra~vson 
Gnnn 

:\ OES, 1:3. 
Mr. Morgan 

Petrie 
Robf'rts 
RtPVPllS 
Tolmi0 
Walker 

Teller-~: }fr. Barncs and :Jti:r. :fi.Iorgan. 

PAIRS. 

Aycs-}Ir. Pa.:yne and Mr. _Armfielcl. 
l\oes-}'[r. llankin and i\Ir. Appel. 

Resolved in the affirmative. 

Original question stated. 

HoN. J. 'l'OLMIE: He did not intend to 
proceed with the other amendments he had 
circulated on the clause, because he recog­
nised that they would meet with the same 
fate as the amendment on which the Com­
mittee had just voted. 

Question put and passed. 

Clauses 6 to 8, both inclusive, put and 
passed. 

On clause 9-" Insurers to be licensed"­

Hox. J. TOLMIE moved the insertion of 
the words " other than the Commissioner" 

Hon. J. Tolmie.l 
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after the word " person" on line 44, page 5. 
The clause would then read-

" Save as next hereinafter provided, no 
person other than the Commissioner 
should carry on general insurance busi­
ness in Queensland unless or until he has 
obtained a license to do so from the 
Con1missioner. '' 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: I will accept that. 

Amendment agreed to. 

On the motion of HoN. J. A. FIHELLY, 
a consequential amendment providing for 
the insertion of the words " marine or" in 
line. 45, was agreed to. 

Ho"'. J. 'l'OLMIE moved the omiSSIOn of 
the \Yord " Commissioner" on line 47, with a 
view of inserting " Insurance Board." On 
the second reading it was pointed out that 
in the interests of all persons concerned, it 
was desirable that there should be a board, 
which should license brokers and insurers, 
instead of the Commissioner. The hon. mem­
ber for Murrumba particularly stressed the 
point, and if his memory served him cor­
rectly, the Mimster by way of interjection 
iLdicated that he would accept it. There 
was just a possibility that the Commissioner 
might find a conflict between his duty to the 
Crown and his duty to insurance associations. 

HoN. J. A. FIHELLY: He was in a posi­
tion to accept some of the amendments of the 
leader of the Opposition, but that was not 
one of them. There was really no need for 
it. Certain machinery was provided so that 
the final decision did not rest with· the Com­
missioner. He understood that the leader of 
the Opposition, in his second reading speech, 
spoke particularly of the fact that there was 
a board in New Zealand. There was. It 
consisted of four members, two of whom re­
presented the insurance companies, and the 
others comprised the insurance manager 
and the Minister, and the Minister had a 
casting vote. A more futi\e <lescription of a 
board could not be imagined. What was the 
use of erecting a board of that kind-four 
members, of whom two were Crown votes, 
one of whonl had a casting vote? It would 
be infinitely more satisfactory here to let 
the clause go as it was. He did not see that 
the amendment· would be of any utility. He 
was perfectly satisfied that the companies 
would not gain any benefit, and the people 
might lose. 

:VIr. PE:TRIE thought the amendment was 
H ren:=:onable orw. "'-'hy should the Conunis­
:-imlf'l' ha \7 e these func.tions cast upon -him? 
1n the interest of the Comn:i~sioner himself, 
it wnuld br- hettP:' to havP an lne.urance 
Bn<Jrr:. and \10 hoped the Yl1rtlst£~r would re­
consider the matter, and accept th0 amend­
ment. 

'Mr. MORGAN: There was a clause in the 
Bill which gave th<e Minist.er power to over­
ride tlu; Comn1issioner, and under this clause 
the Commission~r might act on iw:.tructions 
from t.he Minister and refuse to grant a 
liccnS<' to a compgny. If the clause was not 
amended. it was quite possible that the 
Commissioner would have power to create 
a monopoly in the in,urance business by 
refusing licenses, and that ~.;;as too great a 
power to place in the hands of any official. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY : Reud subclause (3) 
of clause 10. 

[Hon. J. Tolmie. 

Mr. MORGA="J: The clau,oe read thus-
.' On compliance with this se-ction, the 

Commiss_ioncr ,~hall grant to such appli·­
cant .a. license --

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: "Shall gr;o,nt." 

Mr. MORGAN: Yes. oa the applicant 
complvin"· with that section. They did not 
want "a J;,t of law cases under this Bill if 
it became la>'.:- Already too mucl: money 
had boon spent in legal fees during thE' past 
two years. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: Ar.d yot!l' friends 
],a vo been responsiille for that. 

:\!Ir. MORGAN: No; to a great extent 
the hon crentleman was the cause of that 
expenditur~. More legal expen~es had been 
tncurcd under the hon. gent1ernan than 
under any other Minister i1i Queensland. 

HoN. .J. A. FJHET"LY: Might he 
emphasise' the provision in subclause (3) of 
clause 10? That provision distinctly stated 
that the Commissioner "sh-all grant" such 
11pplicant a license. If the company was a 
bona f1de company, it was incum~cnt on the 
Commissioner to u;-rant thenJ a license, and 
h0 could not refu'sc to -do so. Why should 
the Conunissioner, who was {t Cro'\vn offiC'cr 
nppointed to do certain things nnder the 
Bill. disobey the provisions of the Bi1l? The 
thing was ridiculous. 

Mr. CORSER thought it would be fairer 
end safer to accept the amendment, and 
place the power of granting licens0s in the 
hands of an insurance boanl. It seemed to 
him that it wes not absolutely in the discre­
tion of the Commissioner to grant or refuse 
'' license, as he would be subject to regula­
tions over which he would have no control. 

Hon. ,J. A. FTHELLY: He has got to license 
insurance companie~. 

Mr. CORSE.R ·. Ves. provided they comply 
with the prov1sions of the Bill. 

lion. J. A. FIIIELLY: Well, a board could 
not do any more than the Commisoioner 
would do. 

Mr. CORSER: An impartial referee would 
he a better refere<l than one who was tied 
1,1p in the business himself. 

Hon. J. A. FU!ELLY: If a board were· 
there, they >Yould have to do exactly as the 
Comrr1issioner \vi1l do, because th"V '\vou1d 
have to do it; the clause says "sha1f grant." 

Mr. CORSER: In the cas<' of >narine in­
snrancP, lhe Comrnissioner, having noth!ng 
to do with that kind of busii,ess, would give 
{l fairer go than he would in tho various 
branches of insurance business that he 
carried on 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: He must grant a 
license. 

Mr. CORSER: Under certain conditions 
he must grant a license, but he was governed' 
by regulations. If it came to the same thing 
to have an insurance board, why was the 
Minister so determined to give all the powers 
to the Commissioner? The hon. gentleman 
knew perfectly well that there was a big 
difference. The whole Bill was built on the 
fact that the Commissioner must have wle· 
power 
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HoN. J. A. FIHELLY: The amendment 
merely wished to substitute the word 
"board" for " Commissioner." and the 
powers were there just the ·same. The 
Con1mlssioner must exercise the1n in a parti­
cular way, as he had no option. There was 
no argument in the matter, and it reminded 
him of the famous poster " C'Jothing to argue 
about." The Commissioner must grant a 
license. 

Amendment put and negatived. 

HoN. J. A. FIHELLY moved the insertion 
of thG words "marine or" after th0 wm·d 
''on," on line 48. He wished to say, for the 
information of the hon. member for Burnett, 
that he was making some slight alterations 
in connection "\vith rna.rine insurance, but at 
the same time he wished to remove from the 
minds of hon. members the idea that the 
Government at no time intended to enter 
into marine insurance. They did not intend 
to do so in the immediate future. 

Amendment agreed to. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE moved the insertion of 
the words "other than the--Commissioner," 
after the word " person," on line 52. This 
was a. consequential amendment. 

Amendment agreed to. 
HoN. J. A. FIHELL Y moved the insertion 

of the words "marine or " after the words 
" carries on," on lino 52. 

Amendment agreed to. 
HoN. J. TOLMlE moved the insertion of 

the words " or being entitled to hold " after 
the word " holding," on lino 53. The clause 
provided that any person who carried on 
g~neral }nsu~·anee b.usiness in Queensland 
without holdmg a hconse was liable to a 
penalty of £2,000. There might be some 
delay over which the individual had no 
control, and he did not think it was the 
intention of the Minister that a business 
should be dosed up because there was some 
delay in obtaining the license. 

Hon. J·. A FIHELLY: You are going to the 
other extreme. He may delaJ it for years 
under the amendment. 

HoN. J. 'I'OL1HE said if there was anv 
irregularity the Commissioner had full powe'i· 
to cancel the license. If a fine of £2 OOU 
could be inflicted the company should J{ave 
some consideration, more particularlv as the 
individual was absolutely in the hands of one 
person. 

HoN. J. A. FIHELLY said if a person was 
entitled to hold a license he could refrain 
from getting a license ae long as he wished. 
The other extreme was gone to. The Com­
missioner was not going to be harsh in the 
exercise of his functions, and the insurance 
companies of some years standing were not 
going to be so dilatory that, although they 
were enti tied to hold a license, they would 
not obtain a license. The abstract fact that 
they would be entitled to hold a license 
would, if the amendment were accepted, give 
them all the exemptions or immunitios that 
companies had who took the precaution of 
fulfilling the condition under the BilL The 
thing was not fair, and gave no protection to 
the licensed companies. The amendment 
would secure exactly the opposite to what thJ 
hon. member hoped to achieve. 

HoN. J. 'I'OLMIE said he could quite un­
derstand a Shylock arguing like the hon. 
gentleman, but not the Minister in charge 
of the Insurance Department. The Commis-
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sioner would ha VC' full power to deal with the 
individual. If he did not pay, the Commis­
sionf'r could cancel his license and impose 
the penalties prescribed by the Bill-£2,00(} 
for the first default and £500 a day. 

Hon. J. A. Fn!ELLY: I cannot accept the 
amendment. 

Mr. MORGAN: Until a company got its 
first licenw it was not entitled to carry on 
busincso at all; but, in the event of the 
Comrnissioncr or his officers failing to renew 
the liceme at the due date, it was unfair 
that the companv should be subject to the 
heavy pcmaltics "provided for in the Bill. 
If it carried on business for even twelve 
hours it was liable. 

Hon. J. "\. FrHELLY: You have an amend­
ment proposing to abolish the annual license, 
and I 'intfmd to accept that. 

Amendment put and negatived. 
Clause, as amended, put and passed. 
On clause 10-" Form of application and 

dcpo.sit of £10,000 "-
Ho;;-.• J. A. FIHELLY moved the inser­

tion, after the word " on," on line 8, of the 
words "1narine or." 

Amendment agreed to. 
HoN. J. TOLMIE: He had a most im­

pm·tant amendment to move, and he trusted 
the Minister would accept it. The clause 
required the deposit of £10,000 by all insur­
ance companies. That was all very well in 
the case of companies whose premiums 
amounted to hundreds of thousands or tens 
of thousands of pounds every year, but there 
were many small companies, and it was de­
sirable that they shoul·d receive some encou­
ragement. The clause, however, was calcu­
lated to cripple them rather than encourage 
them. For them to progress too large a pro­
portion of their capital should not be locked 
up, nnd he therefore moved the omission 
of subclause (2), with a view to inserting the 
following:-

" (2.) The applicant shall deposit with 
the Treasurer a sum of monev which shall 
be determined as follows : -· 

" INhere the income of the applicant 
·from premiums after deducting local re­
insurance during the twelve months pre­
c~ding the commencement of this Act-

Does not exceed £2,000 £1,000 
Exceeds £2.000 and does not 

exce0d £5,000 ... £2,000 
Exceeds £5,000 and does not 

exceed £10,000 £5,000 
Exceeds £10,000 £10,000 

"The applicant shall make a return 
to the Treasurer, in eaeh year on such 
da,_. as mny be appointed b:v the Trea­
surer, of his or their premium income 
after deducting local reinsurance during 
the twelve months preceding. 

"If such premium income shall in­
crease from time to time, the applicant 
shall increase his deposit with the Trea· 
surer in accordance with the amounts set 
out in the scale before mentioned. If 
such premium income shall decrease from 
time to time, the applicant shall be en­
titled to a refund from the Treasurer of 
such portion of his deposit as may be 
in excess of the amount set out in the 
scale before mentioned." 

HoN. J. A. FIHELLY: He quite under­
stood that this mat.ter was ·:mportant to tLo 

Hon. J. A. F'ihelly.J 
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companies, but he was ahaid that the sug­
g·c:.stion of the hon. membei' would be too 
cumbersome. and almost unworkable from a 
clcpartme11tal point of view. To meet the 
case he would suggest that, where the pre­
mium income did not exccHcl £10.000, the 
"mount of money to be deposited should be 
£5,000, and whecc it exceeded £10,000 the 
amount t•) be deposited should bo £10,000. 
He mighc point out that in Victoria, under 
1he Worh•rs' Compensation Act, in connec­
iiou with the transaction of accident business 
only, the minimum deposit to be made by 
the companies was £6.000 

:Mr. MORGAC'! : Victoria has <> larger popu­
lation than Queensland. 

HoN. J. A. FIHELLY: The leader of the 
Onposition was urging his arnendment on 
u~count of I he small prcmi um income of 
some of the smaller compcu,ies, and he was 
trvin o- to meet that view. If his suggested 
al;:JCn~lmcnt was acceptable to the leader of 
the Opposition, he would mnve it. 

Ho:-~. J. TOLMIE: He would accept the 
Minister's proposal, and withdraw his amend­
ment. 

2\1r. CORSER j)Ointod out that it would 
be moce easy for the companies if the Mi_nis­
ter made it 33~ per cent. of the premmm 
incom•J of the companies, and it would be 
more fa1r than the sugge~tion which the 
Minister had made. 

.Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: vVhat is the good of 
~et.ting le~s than £5,000? The deposit is to 
eO\·er insm·ors. If a company had only a 
pn,minm income of £3.000 ,mly, what .would 
.81,000. >Yhich was 33~ per cent., <lo m the 
way of covering i.nsut·er.s? 

Mr. C:ORSER: Suppose the hon. gentle­
ITl<lll made it 50 per cent. of the prernium 
mcomc? ThPre ·''<ould bo some leniency 
~ho"\Yll to the smaller cornpanles. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: They would be quite 
sati,9fied v. ith the ceduction to £5,000. 

At 10.25 p.m., 
Mr. FOLEY relieved the Chairman in the 

chair. 
Am•:ndrneni (1lir. Tolmie's) withdrawn 

accordingly. 

Ho:-~. J. A. FIHELLY moved the addition 
of the following 11ew subchtuse, in lieu of 
present subclause {2)-

" (2) The applicant shall deposit with 
the Treasurer a sum of money which shall 
be determined as follows :-

" \Vhere the income of the applicant 
fro1n 1narine and general insurance pre­
miums in Queensland, after deducting· 
local rein,urances during tho twelve 
months next preceding the elate of the 
application-

Does not e:<;ceed £10,000 
Exceeds £10.000 

£5,000 
£10,000 

" In case' where a first deposit of 
£5,000 only has been made the applicant 
shall make a return to the Treasurer in 
each year on such day as may be 
appointed by the Treasurer of his income 
from n1arine and gen<Jral insurance pre­
miums in Queensland after deducting 
local reinsurances during the twelve 
months preceding and if and when such 
premium income after such deductions 
has increased so as to exceed £10.000 the 
appFcant shall increase his deposit with 
the Treasurer to the sum of £10,000." 

N()'fi. stt~Jc]nuso agreed t:J. 

[Hon. J. A. Filttl.'y. 

HoN. .T TOLMIE movc,d the insertion, 
after tho \Vord "Ul)pljcant," on line 43. of 
the words " and the applicant shall be cn­
titlod to receive and hold' 

HoN .• T A. FIHELLY: Pre>umablv the 
hon. rncrr,LJer de,;iretl that t'-lere should 'be no 
doubt about a company bPir1g in a position 
to de1nand a liccn3e, ancl if the in8{~rtion of 
the additional wo: ds propo>t'd would help 
at all, he was quite willin'-( to accept the 
\.tinc~ndmt:!IJt. 

Amc•ndr,r,·nt agt'cecl to. 

HoC'!. J. A. FIHELLY moved the inser­
tion of the words " marine or marine and" 
after the word " Queensland" on line 45. 
'rhis was a consequential an1endment. 

Amendment agreed to. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE moYecl the omission of all 
the words after the word " business" on line 
45 to the end of the clause, namely-

" for the year or period ending on the 
thirty-first clay of December then next 
ensuing.'' 

HoN. J. A. FIHELLY: This was the 
clause on which he forecasted he would accept 
an amendment. The annual license did not 

matter provided they settled the 
[10.30 p.m.] question of the deposit. That was 

settled satisfactorilv. As the com­
pany had sufficient stability and security ancl 
had given evidence 0f bona fides through 
lodging the deposit, he had no objection to 
the amendment. 

Amendment agreed to. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE moved the om1sswn of 
subclausc (4) relating to the renewal of the 
license. 

Amendment agreed to. 
Clause 10, as amended, put and passed. 

On clause 11-" lnvestme<nt of deposit"­

HoN. J. TOL::i1IE moved the omission of 
the words " on the issue or renewal bv the 
Commissioner of a license to an insuref'' on 
lines 1 ctncl 2. 

Hon. J. A, FIHELLY: It is merely conse­
quential. 

Amendment agreed to. 

Hox. ,J. A. FIHELLY moved the omis­
sion of the words " securities of the Govern­
ment of Queensland" on lines 3 and 4, with 
the view of inserting the words-

" debentures of the Government of 
Queensland having a currency not ex­
ceeding five years, and bearing interest 
at four and a-half per centum per 
annum free of income tax.'' 

The omission of these words from the Bill 
was an oversight. This was meeting a diffi­
cultv with companies who mighc wish to leave 
Queensland. He drew attention to the fact 
that the debentures would have a currency 
of five vears. That would meet all the 
objection~ raised on that point. 

Amendment agreed to. 

Hox. J. 1'0LMIE moved the om1ss10n of 
all the words after " charged," on lines 9 to 
14, subclause (4). The subclause would then 
read-

" 1'he deposit shall be charged." 

If that amendment were agreed to, he would 
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then move a further amendment to add the 
words-

" with the payment and satisfaction of 
>tll final judgments given against the 
insurer in Queensland which are not 
otherwise satisfied." 

That would enable the insurance companies 
to close up their business. The deposit was 
there to make up for any payments not satis­
fied. The companies would prefer the clause 
to be left that way, otherwise it would be a 
slur on their business that the demands had 
not been complied with. It secured all that 
the Minister wanted, and at the same time 
gave satisfaction to the companies. 

HoK. J. A. FIHELLY: The arguments 
-of the hon. member did not appeal to him. 
The companies must be yery sensitive if they 
.object<xl to a clause which merely said that 
.a company, when going away, should settle 
its just liabilities. It left it upon the com­
pany as a duty to satisfy the Treasurer that 
there were no liabilities, and when that was 
done it could go. ·what the leader of th :' 
Opposition proposed to substitute was very 
unsatisfactory. It meant that in every case 
the persou to whom the company was in­
debted must get a judgment.. ·what would 
happen if appeals went on and on? It might 
go to the Privy Council. If the leader of 
the Opposition scrutinised the wording of 
the clause he woul-d find that although it 
might be a trifle direct still it was not unfa'r 
and cast no slur on the companies, whilst, at 
the same time, it supplied a much better 
.and more expnditious and more reasonabl<' 
way of settling the matter than any judgment 
could provide. I-Ie thought the Treasurer, 
for the time being, was in a better posi­
tion to satisfy himself as to whether there 
were any liabilitieB without the necessity of 
any court procedure. He could not accep ~ 
the amendment. 

Mr. M ORGAN: Th0 Minister would be 
well ad ,-isc·d to accept the amendment. The 
wording of the clause was altogether too 
wide. The Commonwealth Governm<mt had 
introduced an insurance Bill. and although 
it had not been passed, still a cornrnissio.1 
had recommended the same wording as the 
leader of the Opposition proposed. Th -, 
clause meant that the company would never 
be able to wind up its business while a claim 
lvas outstanding, vvheroas if the an1endment 
were accepted, it would be able to wind up 
its business so soon as the final judgment 
was obtained, and get its deposit. 

Hon. ,T. A. FIHELLY: Do ·you think that 
the Treasurer-in a fe,,r years time it might 
be your,elf-is going io quibble over a triAo 
"like that? · 

Mr. MORGAN: He thought the wording; 
of the amendment was much clearer. 

Mr. CORSER: The Minister must ad,n't 
that a little too much discretion was left 
tD the Treasurer. If the amendment "·ere 
:accepted, every satisfaction would be give'l 
to the people who might have done· busin,.,ss 
with the rompany. Every safc~;uard was 
provided by the wording of it. If there was 
anything larking in it. or any Aaw by which 
a company might get out of its obligations, 
the Minister might tell them what it was. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: I am sure that if the 
·companies knew what it contained-that there 
must be a final judgment in each case-they 
would hesitate before asking for the amend­
ment. 

Mr. CORSER: There was no doubt that 
if the Minister could show them any Aaw 
by which the companies wonld get any unfair 
advantage, it would be withdrawn. He 
thought it was perfectly safe. 

Ho~. J. A. FIHELLY: He' would point 
out that if there were no "final judgment," 
there would be no obligation to pay. 

Mr. MoRGAN: You must get a final judg­
ment before you can get any money. 

HoN. J. A. FIHELLY; There might be 
an appeal, or anything might happen. 

AmEindment put and negatived. 

On the motion of HoN. J. A. FIHELLY, 
a consequenti a! am(mdment, providing for 
the insertjon of the words " 1narine or" on 
line 15, was agreed to. and the clause, as 
amended, was agreed to . 

Clause 12 put and passed. 
On clause 13-" Jfaximum rat's of pre­

'lnium"-
Mr. ::YlORGAJ\'" moved the insertion, before 

the clause, of the words, " Except as here­
inafter pro\'ided," on line 38, so that th!Y 
clause would read-

" Except as hereinafter provided no 
insurer shall, without the p• .,;1ission m 
writing of the Commissione"'·, issue or 
renew any policy covering any general 
insurance risk in Queensland at any 
rate higher than the rate prescribed for 
such risk in the regulations." 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: 1 accept it . 
Amendment agreed to. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE moved the omission of 
the words "without the permission in writ­
ing of the Commissioner " on lines 38 and 39. 

Amendment agreed to. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE mov<>d-That after line 
42 the following wor·ds be inserted:-

• · E \7 ery acceptance· notice, interim re­
ceipt, poljcy, renewal notice, and re­
newal receipt i·,;ucd by an insurer at a 
rate higher than as aforesaid shall have 
the foJJm,·ing notification plainly written 
or printed thereon in rod ink :-

'''By special agreement with. the in­
sured, this policy is issued (or renewed) 
at a premium £ in excess of the 
maximum premium fixed for such risk 
b_v the Insurance Act of 1916,' " 

Cf'rtain risks from some points of view were 
less desira hie than others, and if insurers 
were prohibited from charging higher rates 
for those risks it might be diflicult to obtain 
co;-er for them. The amendment would give 
companic' an opportunity of taking those 
risks by mutual agreement with the insurer. 

HoN .. J. A. FIHELLY: This was one of 
the matters on which the deputation ap­
proache-d him, and he thought they made out 
a fairly reasonable case. It appeared that 
there \Vere manv risks \vhich insurance com­
panies could not. possibly take at the ordinary 
rate, and he thought that if the statement 
were printed on the back in red ink showing 
that the rate charged was higher than the 
maximum rate, the person who was insuring 
would be protected, as he would ha vo the 
knowledge that he was paying a higher rate 
than the maximum which had been fixed. 
He would accept the amendment. 

Amendment 
amended, put 

agreed to; and clause, a~ 
and passed. 

Hon . .1. A. Pihelly.] 



1876 I n.B'&&ra,nce Bill. [ASSEMBLY.j ln8urarv:e BiZl 

On clause 14-" Returns"-

HoN. J. TOLMIE moved-That the words 
" for the purpose of this section" be in­
serted after· the word " returns " on line 44. 
That would make it clear whv the returns 
were desired. ' 

Amendment agreed to; and clause, as 
amended, put and passed. 

On clause 15-" Jfaxin~um commission, 
etc."-

HoN. J. TOLMIE moved the omissiOn of 
the whole of subclause (1), with the view of 
ine~rting the following:-

" (1.) Except as hereinafter provided, 
no insurer nor any other person except 
the Commissioner shall pay or offer or 
promise to pay, whether to one or more 
pcr::;ons! any commission in excess of ten 
pounds per centum in the aggregate. 
Such commission shaH be paid only to 
persons licensed to receive the same as 
brokers or agents. 

"(2.) An insurer may pay to a director 
a fixed fee for his services not less than 
fifty pounds nor more than one hundred 
pounds per annum. 

"(3.) An insurer may pay to one man­
aging agent for the northern district of 
Queensland and to one managing agent 
for the central district of Queensland an 
additional commission of 5 per centurn 
on the premiums collected by him from 
agents or policy-holders of the insurer 
in the district under his control. 

"(4.) A professional adviser of an in­
surer, such as a solicitor, auditor, 1nedi~ 
ea! officer, or the like, may be remu­
nerated for scnices rendered in accord­
ance with the custom of the profession 
to which he belongs, but, unless licensed 
as. ap agent., may not rec~ive ~~y com­
mrssion on rnsurance prern1ums. 

It would be remembPred that the Minister 
agreed to a definition being placed in the Bill 
covering the words " managing agent" in 

order to allow that clause to be 
[10 p.m.] moved subsequently. Some of 
· the companies had special agents 

at Townsville and Rockhampton who had con­
trol over the whole of those districts, and 
they desired to pay those agents, and if the 
companies employed a doctor or special 
auditor or a solicitor in connection with their 
work they desired an opportunity of re­
munerating them for their services. 

Ho!'!. J. A. FIHELLY saw no great objec­
tion to the amendment, as he understood 
the insurance companies wanted to be more 
stringent than the Government were. That 
suited the Government policy and did not 
disagree with what they hoped to obtain 
bv the Bill. He suggested several verbal 
amendments. 

Amendment agreed to with verbal amend­
ments suggested ·by the Minister. 

HoN .. J. TOLMIE moved the insertion of 
the words " or any other person" after the 
word "insurer" on line 17. The subclause 
would then read-

" No person shall receive any commis­
sion from any insurer or any other per­
son in any capacity whatsoever other 
than as a salaried officer, unless he has 
been licensed to act in such capacity." 

That would prevent the evil of secret com­

[Hoot,. J. Tolmie. 

missions, whicr1 were rampant and which they 
all desired to see stopped. 

Amendment agreed to, together with a 
consequential amendment on line 21. 

HoN. .J. TOLMIE moved the insertion, 
after line 29, of the following subclause :-

" (9.) No person licensed under the next 
succeeding section of this Act shall be 
entitled to a renewal of such license· 
unl<'ss he shall make a statutory declara­
tion in the prescribed form, when applv­
ing for such renewal, that he has duly 
observed the provisions of this section 
during the perincl covered by the declara­
tion." 

Amendment agreed to; and clause, as 
amended, put and passed. 

On clause 16-" Licensing broke1"S, agents,. 
director:i, auditors, and claim adjusters "-

HoN. J. TOLMTE moYed the insertion, on 
line .33, after the word " annum" of the 
following- words:-

,, The Commissioner shall not be hound 
to grant any application for a broker's 
license unless he is satisfied that the 
applic'int is competent to perform the 
duties of a broker." 

The amendment was put forward by the 
companies and the brokers. Seeing that for 
the future the companies would be uno.ble to 
exorcise their customa>-y discretion with 
f<'·'pcct to the appointment of brokers, they 
"sked the Commissioner to exercise that dis­
cretion on their behalf. 

Ho;o;r. J. \. FIHELLY: He was inclined 
to accept the amendment, but it appeared 
inconsistent that. after having attempted to 
secure thE> appointmC>nt of a board earlier 
in the Bill because the powers of the Com­
missioner were too great, the hon. member· 
novv prop:):-.ed to 1 n('reasc those po,vers. 

Amendment agreed to. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE moYcd the insertion. on 
line 39, after the word "director." of the· 
words ''or managing agent." 

Amendment agreed to. 

On the motion of the HoN. J. TOLMIE, 
the words " five pounds" were omitted on 
line 43, and the words " one pound" inserted 
in lieu thereof; and a further consequential 
amendment was made omitting subclauses 
(4) and (5). 

Hox. J .. TOLMIE moved the insertion, 
after the word " licenses" on line 6, of the 
words-

" and, subject to subclause one hcreDf, 
shall grant them on lodgment of an ap­
plication in the prescribed form and on 
payment of the precsribed fee." 

HoN. J. A. FIHELLY: The amendment 
was a re.asonable one, which he would accept, 
if the hon. member would consent to the in­
sertion after the word "hereof" of the words 
" in the case of brokers." He thought the 
amendment would then meet all the require­
ments. 

Hon .. J. TOLMIE: I agree to that. 

Amendment, as so amended, agreed to. 
Clause 16, as amended, put and passed 

At 11.25 p.m., 
The CHAIRMAN resumed the chair. 
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On clause 17----'" Cancellation of licenses"­
HoN. J. TOLMIE moved, as a consequen­

tial amendment, the omission of lines 22 to 
25, namely-

" The Commissioner may, in addition, 
give notice of his intention to cancel the 
license of any claim adjuster whose set­
tlements are in his opinion persistently 
unfair and unreasonable." · 

HoN. J. A. FIHELLY: They are super­
fluous as the Dill now stands, and I accept 
the amendment. 

Amendment agreed to. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE moved the om1sswn on 
page 9, line 32, of the word " referee," with 
the view of inserting "police magistrate." 
It was considered desirable by the companies 
that the person who conducted an appeal, 
which might result in the cancellation of an 
insurer's license, should. be a person who was 
capable of sifting evidence. 

HoN. J. A. FIHELLY: While he had no 
objection to the appointment of a police 
·magistrate instead of a referee, he would 
point out that no person could sift evidence 

better than a referee who was 
[11.30 p.m.] accustomed to inquire into these 

insurance cases. It was not the 
ordinary evidence on which a police magis­
trate was accustomed to decide a case. If 
the companies were anxious for it, they could 
have it, although it would probably help to 
pile up costs. Some means would have to 
be found to restrict legal expenses if they 
were excessi YC. 

Amendment agreed to. 

Consequential amendments were made in 
lines 34, 37, and 41 by the omission of the 
v;crd '' rcfcrc-; '' and the insertion o£ the 
words " police magistrate" in lieu thereof. 

:Mr. CORSER drew attention to the words 
on line 41, which provided that an appeal 
-could be made by either party from the 
decision of the police magistrate on any point 
of law. He thought permission should also 
be given to appeal on a question of fact. 
If the man with the money could appeal on 
technical legal points, then the man who 
"had the facts of the case with him should 
also be allowed to appeal. He moved the 
addition of the words "or question of fact." 

Ho~. J. A. FIHELLY suggested the omi•­
sion of the '''ords "on any point of law,'' 
leaving the subclause to read-

" Either party to the procee·dings be­
fore such police magistrate may appeal 
from his decision." 

Mr. CORSER accepted the Minister's sug­
gestion, and moved the omission of the words 
"on any point of law" from line 41. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: He intended to move 
the addition of the following wol'ds to the 
·clause:-

"to the Full Court. and such appeal 
should be by way of rehearing. The 
costs of such appeal shall be in the dis­
cretion of the court." 

HoN. J. A. FIHELLY: The amendment 
was quite unnecessary. The next succeeding 
;3ubclause read-

" Such appeal shall be made to the 
Supreme Court by way of special case 
in manner provided by the Justices Acts, 
1886 to 1909." 

He did not claim to have any extensive legal 
knowledge, but his recollection led him to 
believe that all the machinery nece"sary 
for an appeal was provi·ded in the Justices 
A<;ts. He did not propose to accept it. 

Amendment (.vir. Corser's) put and passed. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: He did not propose to 
move the amendment he had outlined. 

Clause, as amended, put and passed. 

On clause 18-" Adjustment of claims by 
inde11endent adjuste,·"-

HoN. J. TOLMIE: He desired that the 
Committee should omit the clause, but he 
did not want to go to the trouble of taking 
a division, if an arrangement could be 
arrived at. A clause of that nature would 
lead to a tremendous amount of expense. 

Hon. J. l<'IHELLY: I will agree. 

Clause put and negatived. 

On clause 19-" !1ccounts"-

On the motion of the HoN. ,J. TOI;;"viiE. 
a consequential a1nendincnt 'vas made on 
line 20, page' 10, by the substitution of the 
words, "chief repre'sentativc of the insurer," 
for the words "licensed auditor." 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: He proposed to move 
the o1nission of !)le words "on oath'' in lines 
22 and 23. At pre~ent the subclauso· (3) 
read-

" The chief representative of the in­
surer in Queensland shall lodge with 
each such account a declaration on oath 
in the proscribed form that the provisions 
of this Act have Leen fully complied with 
by the insurer during the period covered 
by the account." 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: Make it a "statu­
tory" declaration. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: He was thinking of 
moving in that direction. He moved the 
insertion of the word " statutory" before 
"declaration," in line 22. 

Amendment agreed to. 

'I'he words "on oath," in lines 22 and 23. 
were also omitted. 

HoN. J. 'IOLMIE moved the insertion, on 
line 29, of the words-

" for the purposes of this section." 

'I'here was a great deal of suspicion, when 
information was asked for, that it was re­
quired for private' purposes, and if the 
amendment were agred to, it would allay a 
lot of fears. and, at any rate, clearly define 
what the information sought by the Commis­
~ioner was. 

HoN. J. A. FIHELLY said he did not 
intend to accept the amendment. The leader 
of the Opposition moved a similar amendment 
in a previous clause, but did not persist in it. 
and it really had no particular bearing on 
any particular question. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE regretted that the Minis­
ter could not see his way to accept the 
amendment, because unless it was made clear 
what were the powers of the Commissioner 
with respect to these inquiries, insurance 
co1npanics rnight bo put to very serious 
trouble. :-\ o business man liked to disclose 
the position of his business to a competitor, 
and that wa' what might be required under 

Hnn. J. Tolnzu:."l 
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the clause as it stood, as it would allow the 
Commissioner to make any investigation he 
pleased, instead of confining his inquiries to 
information required for statistical purpmes. 

HoN. ,J. A. FIHELL Y: He had had a talk 
with the Commissioner, and found that he 
was satisfied that the amendment should not 
be accepted. Ho (Mr. Fihelly) was also of 
that opinion, and he was confirmed in his 
opinion by the fact that the leadcer of the 
Opposition had an amendment to propose on 
line 37, which read thus, "relating to any 
lJreach or alleged breach of this Act." That 
amendment he proposed to accept, and it 
should meet all the requirements of members 
opposite. 

Question-That the words proposed to be 
inserted (2111'. Tolmie' s amendment), be so 
inserted-put; and the Committee divided:-

AYES, 10. 

Mr. ~"-rmstrong 
, Ba.rncs 
., BaylC'y 

Bell 
., Bnoke-r 

Mr. Cors.er 
, Moqran 
, Petrie 
, 'folmie 
, \Yalkcr 

Telle:·s: Mr. Corser and Mr. PetriE'. 

Mr. Barber 
, Carter 

Collins 
Covne 
Ihinstan 
Fihelly 
Folev 
Hardacre 
Hartley, H. L. 

ii~~~:,~!· w. 
Huxham 

Nor~:::;, 28. 
lVIr. Land 

, Lloycl 
Mav 
3fctachlan 

" l\IcJ-1inn 
,, McPhnil 

O'Sullivan 
Pollock 

, Ryan, H. ,T, 
Smith 

., ~topford 
,. Wellington 

VVilson .Tones, 'f. L. 
Kirwan 
Tellers: 

.. \Vinstanley 
}fr. Lloycl and Mr. }fcPhail. 

PATRS. 

Ayt's-J.ir. Rankin and Mr. Appel. 
Noes-11r. Paynr- and Mr. Armficld. 

Resolved in the negative. 

HoN. J TOLMIE moved the omission of 
the words "licemed auditor," on line 33 
·lrith a vi(~w of inRerting the words "pra{'tis~ 
1ng puhllc account.: nt.." 

Amendment agr<'ed to, with a consequen­
tial amendment on line 36. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE moved the insertion of 
the words "relating to ar.;y breach or alleged 
bre~.ch of this Act," after the word "them," 
on .me 37. 

Amendment iLgreed to; and clause, as 
amended, put and passed. 

On clause 20-" Issue of forms"-

Mr. CORSER asked what was the reawn 
for submitting to the Commissioner the pro­
spectus, proposal form, or policy of general 

insurance? Why should they 
[12 p.m.] have to be submitted to a com-

petitor in the business? Was it 
be.cause they fearc.d the insurance companies 
m1ght offer extra mducements, or was it that 
the Commissioner wanted to make use of the 
brains of the heads of the insurance com­
panies throughout the State? That would be 
the result of the clause. 

Ho:-<. J. A. FIHELLY: All that the clause 
provided was that every proposal form, 

[Hon. J. Tolm,ie. 

prospectus, or policy of general ;nsurance 
should be lodged with the Commissioner, and 
then the cornpanv coul-d do what it liked. 
The form might be lodgc.d with the Commis­
sioner only !he minutes before it was issued. 

Hon. \.V. D. A RJ\ISTROKG : \Yhy not make 
all forms uniform? 

Hox. J. A. FIHELLY said th"t was a 
verv good sugge-.;tion, but he understood 
the~o was some difficulty in the way. Later 
on. in the schedule, they might have an 
opportunity of discussing the question. 

Clause put and passed. 

On dau~e 21--" Rt:hvHtrance basine .... s''­

Hox. J. TOLMIE moved the omission of 
all 1he words on l incs 44 to 56, with th(' view 
of inserting the following:-

" (1) Any insurer rcinsuring, whether 
by treaty or otherwise, any portion of 
any (~ucenslaud risk acc('ptc·d hy him 
with any person not licensed under this 
Act other than the Commissioner shall 
pay to the Cornn1issiow:~r a fee at the 
rate of five per centun1 on the gross pre­
minnl so p<Lid by such person for such 
reinsuranr.e. Such fee shall be paid by 
the insurer yearly whPn furnishing the 
returns referred to in section 18. 

" (2) Gross premiums shall be calcu­
lated upon the basis of the premium 
actually paid by the insured to the in­
surer on the items the subject of rein­
surance without deduction of anv broker­
a.ge, comnii.ssion, or other re1nl1neration 
whatsoever. 

" (3) Reinsurance business transacted 
-within Qneenslanc~ be,t\vecn insurers or 
hC'hYeen insurers and the Connnissioner 
shall be transacted at the rate actually 
charged to t!w insured as ~hown on the 
policy or renewal receipt: and the com­
mission thercoG a11o'''Bd by the pe!"son 
accepting to nw person ceding such 
reinsnrance shall uot exccod ll.ftcen per 
centu1n. 

" (4) All fees received by the Commis­
sionet under this section shall be paid 
into the propet fund of the State Go­
vernrrtent Insurance Office.'' 

This was one of the most important clauses 
in the Bill, dealing, as it did, with the ques­
tion of reinsurances. The clause as printed 
would inflict great hardship on insurers. 
Country insurers would be seriously affected, 
because a line of business might deal with a 
block of wooden buildings, which were always 
regarded as risky because of the lack of a 
good water supply and a well-equipped fire 
brigade. A very big line might be brought 
to the company at a late hour of the day. 
Under present circumstances the company 
could accept the risk, but, under the clause 
as it stood in the Bill, the first thing the 
company would have to do would be to ascer­
tain whether the Commissioner was prepared 
to take any part of the risk, and then they 
would have to go round to the other com­
panies to see if the business could be taken 
np in Queensland. The Commissioner and 
the Queensland companies would not be able 
to take all the risks of those persons who de­
sired treaty insurance. The amendment, 
however, would give the Commissioner 5 pe1· 
cent. of the premiums that would go to the· 
treaty insurers, and that ought to be eatis­
factory to him. 
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HoK. J. A. FIHELLY regrettea that he 
cou!d not accept the' amendment. The treaty 
busmess was one of the most important fea­
htr9s m the Bt!L No doubt. the companies 
desJred to mamt<;m long-standmg associations 
m connection w1 th the treaty business, but 
thpy could not snbordmate sound policy to 
;nere sentiment. He did not think that 
msurers wonld suffer any inconyenience from 
the passage of the clause. The Aachen and 
Mm;ich Company and other German com­
pan.Ies had bee_n doing most of the treaty 
busmess, and b1g profits had been made be­
cause the European rates wore considerably 
lower than the Australian rates. The leader 
of the Opposition had not made out a good 
case for the amendment, and the fact that the 
compames were wil~ing to dis,-orge 5 per cent. 
of the tot.al premmms recen·cd for treatv 
busmess whiCh was not kept in Queensland 
~hawed that that business must bo profitable. 
They d1d not want to sever lifelong con· 
nections in the. business, bnt they were en­
tJtled to do a fa1r thmg by_ the public, and at 
the same time by the pohcy-holders, and, if 
possible, by the shareholders. At a later 
stage. he might devise some scheme, in con· 
sultat10n w1th the Commissioner, under which 
no present busmess arrangements would be 
harshly dealt with. He had in mind the 
adoption o_f a sliding scale for a period at the 
end o_f whiCh the Act would be in operation, 
and m the meantime the treaty business 
would be gradually wiped out, subject to a 
percentage charge on the annual premium. 

Hon. J. ToLmE: Will the hon. gentleman 
lcayc th1s clause oYer for further considera­
tion? 

HoK. J. A. FIHELLY: He would not 
rcco1nmit it. 

Ho:-;. J. TOLMIE: This reinsurance busi­
ness was. a matter of yery great importance, 
for the s1mple reason that in Queensland they 
could not carry all the risk. If the State 
msurance office said thev would carry all 
the risk the trouble would be at an end. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: I think we can 
arrange almost to do that. In New Zealand 
the privat? companies would not co-operate 
;VIth, or g1ve cover to, the State office when 
1t started, and Sir Joscph ·ward cabled to 
London and got complete cover from Lloyds. 

HON. J. TOLMIE: 'fhat w~s all right; 
he got exactly what the compames we1·e look­
~ng for. All they wanted was that their 
mterests should be conserved. An insurer 
who had not enough cover for the risk he 
took could, under the existing law, get rid 
of 1t automallcally through the treatv ar­
rangements ; but under the Bill he ,;·ould 
have to go to ~he C?mmissioner or the fifty 
other Jnsure~'s. 111 Bnsbane, and get a state­
ment 111 wntmg as to whether thev would 
take par~ of the risk or not, and nei"ther the 
Comm1sswner nor the companies might be 
able to say off-hand whether thev could take 
the risk. " · 

Mr. T. L. JONES: The brokers know where 
the.y could place the risk at a moment's 
notice. 

HoN .• J. TOLMIE: The companies could 
not go to New South Wales or overseas but 
ha~ to deal wit~ ~he matter in Queensland, 
wh1le the _Commtsstoner had the right to get 
h1s cover m London or America, or with the 

Aachen and Munich, which seeme-d to have 
got on the brain of the Minister in charge 
of the Bill. 

The bell indicated that portion of the hon. 
member's time had expired .• 

HoN. J. A. FIHEI,L Y: In order to remove 
any misunderstanding, he might inform the 
leader of the Opposition that the New 
Zealand Insurance Company-which was pro­
bably the biggest Australian fire insurance 
company operating in the Commonwealth-­
carried itcJ own risks entirely in Queensland, 
and had no treatv at all. He did not think 
the State office w;:,uld ever have such a crush 
of treaty business and ordinary business as 
to be unable to give cover. It would be as 
well to let the clause go as it stood. In 
this matter the companies had a fear not that 
Queensland would do too well out of it, but 
a sentimental fc'ar that they would lose 
the aclYantage of their old ~arrangements 
in businus, and also that the interlocking 
a-rrangmnents between the companies 'vould 
be affected by keeping the Queensland 
business for our own people. There had 

been no big fire losses in Queens­
[12.30 a.m.] land. The figures showed that for 

every £100 that had been paid in 
prcmiun1s to the insurance companies in 
Queensland, practically 50 per cent. was 

.eaten up in expenses. rrhat was waste, and 
they 'vanted to minimise waste as much as 
nossiblc. Queensland could stand all its own 
losses by fire, and still haYe a big profit. 

Mr. BARXES drew attention to the fact 
that the Commissioner was placed in a better 
position than other insurers, because he could 
enter into contracts with insurers outside 
Queensland. 

Hon. ,J. A. FIHELLY: After he exhausts all 
his powers of reim.uring here, he must have 
po,ver to reinsure smnewhere else. 

Mr. MORGAN thought that the· local 
companies should be allowed to continue the 
existing practice, which they had followed 
for forty years. No company could give 
cover for more th8.n £5,000 on a building like 
Finney. Isles, and Company's, and they 
should be allowed to reinsure. If the· amend­
ment were not accepted, it would be included 
in the Upper Honso. 

HoK. J. A. FIHELLY: He was willing 
to move an amendment to provide that " the 
Commissioner nor any insurer " should re­
insure with any person not licensed until the 
Commissioner, and every other insurer, had 
signified their inability to accept the whole 
or any part of the risk. He was not able to 
accept the amendment of the leader of the 
Opposition, but the present proposal would 
place the Commissioner in exactly tho same 
position as" private con1panies. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: He had no desire to 
hamper the Commissioner in his business, 
and if they took away his treaty rights, they 
would be placing him in just as awkwar-d a 
position as any other insurer was under the 
clause as it stood. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: He simply exhausts 
all the available reinsurance here, and the 
balance is rcinsured elsewhere. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: It depended on what 
hour of the day he got the business whether 
he, was able to do that. 

Hon. J. TolmiP.] 
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Mr. CORSER : The Minister now proposed 
to make it harder for the Commissioner as 
well as for the companies. He would rather 
take away from the Commissioner the power 
he had given him under the Bill originally 
than give to the companies the business 
which they ha-d at the present time. The 
leader of the Opposition wanted to bring the 
companies up to the position in which he 
had placed the Commissioner, instead of 
dragging the Commissioner down to the posi­
tion in which the clause placed the companies. 

Mr. MORGAN entered his protest against 
members being kept in the House till 1 
o'clock in the morning to deal with important 
public business of this character after they 
had done a good day's work. With regard to 
the amendment, he contended that as the 
Bill gave the Commissioner the right to 
reinsure wherever he cf oRe, in order to pro­
tect the persons who insured with his office, 
it was a fair thing that the same right 
should be accorded to insurance companies. 
The reason why the Government were re­
stricting local companies in this respect was 
that they wished the reinsurances to go to 
the Commissioner. and that was a parochial, 
not a national, policy. 

l\Ir. PETRIE said if the Government did 
not allow private companies to reinsure out­
side Queensland then the Commissioner 

should not be allowed to do so. 
[1 a.m.] He believed in State insurance, 

but he did not believe in giving 
a monopoly to the State. and when the State 
entered into competition with the other com­
panies they should all be placed on the same 
footing. 

Mr. CORSER urged the Minister to accept 
the an1endment, which only meant broaden-
ing the cl a nse. ;;: 

HoN. W. D. ARMSTRONG asked whether 
the Minister would accept a compromise to 
the eff~ct that reinsurance ·could be effected 
in Australia but not outside Australia. That 
was a Federal spirit. 

Hox .. J. A. FIHELLY: The suggestion 
was a g·ood one, but he di-cl not think it 
would meet the position without the eo­
operation of the other States. He would 
like to see the other States doing as Queens­
land was doing. but under present circum­
stances he did not think it would be work­
able. ·If the companies here were prepared 
to pay 5 per cent. on the premiums of the 
business they did not give to the Commis­
sioner. then there must be s0me'thing in it. 
The Commissioner informed him that every 
Australian company was represented in 
Queensland, so that the pDsition was prac­
tically the same. 

Question-That clause 21 stand part of the 
Bill-put; and the Committee divided:-

AYRS, 25. 
~fr. Barber 

Carter 
Collins 
Duns tan 
Fihclly 
Fole~· 
Earfl:tcre 

.. Hartlcy, H. I •. 
, Hartlf'y, \Y. 

Hunter 
Huxham 

, .fonPs, T. L. 
Kirwnn 

Tellers: ~fr. Barber 

fUr. Corsa. 

Mr. Land 
•• )fay 
, :i\IcLach!an 
., Mc}iinn 
, Mcl'hail 
, O'Sulhvan , ::y~n, H . .T. 
,, , m1th 
, Rtopford 
. , We Ilington 
, \Vilson 
, \Vinstanley 

and )fr. :ld:cLachlan. 

Mr. Armstrong 
Barnes 

, Baylcy 
Bell 
Book er 

NoEs, JO. 
Mr. Corser 

, Morp:an 
, 1)rtn~ 

, Tolmie 
, VYalker 

Tellers: 11r. M organ and Mr. Walker. 

PAIRS'. 

~\y('s-3-Ir. Payne and }fr. ArmfiC'ld. 
C.:oPs-:VIr. Rankin and 11r. Appel. 

Resolved in the affirmative. 
Clause put and passed. 
On clause 22-" Oo~insurance"-

HoN. ,J. A. FIHELLY moved the omis­
sion of the words " No insurer shall refuse 
to coninsure," with a view to insert~n~ the 
words "No insurer nor the Commissioner 
sha 11 refuse to allow additional insurance." 

l\lr. CORSER asked the Minister how he 
was gDing to deal with clause 7 of the 
Bchcdule. Was it the intention to place the 
companies on absolutely the same grounds 
as the Commissioner? 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: 'vYe shall carry out 
a fair and just policy. 

Amendment agreed to. 
Ho:s. J. TOLMIE mowd the· additon of 

after the word " risk" on line 3, of the 
words-

" Proyided that this section shall not 
be held to prDhibit the cancellation of_ a 
policy by any per,.Dn for pruclent1al 
reasons, provided mch person allows tho 
insured a return premium, in rc;spect of 
the unexpired term 0f the pohcy. cal­
culated pro rata as to time and with<_mt 
reference to any CL!stomary short perwcl 
ratings.'' 

Amendment agreed to ; and clause as 
amended. put and passed. 

Clause'S 23 and 24 put and passed. 
On clause 25-" O.ffences"-

HoN. J. TOLMIE suggested that the clause 
be deleted. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: It might as well be 
deleted after what I have given to the 
Opposition. 

Clnuse put and negatived 

On dause 2&--" Fire inquirics"-
Yrr. CORSER mm-eel the deletion on line 

32 of the words " a report to the Minister" 
and the addition of the words " should be 
submitted for trial." If a poliee magistrate 
or justices fmmd a man guilty, why should 
thev not be able to deal with him. instead of 
having to submit a report to the Minister. 

The CH~URJYL\N: There is r<:ally no s~nsn 
in the amendment. 

Clause put and passed. 

1.30 a.m. 
On clause 27-" Offences"-

Hox. J. TOLMIE moved the om1sswn of 
subclaus<' (2) providing for a penalty of_ £100 
on· everv director or chief representative of 
the inst;·rer. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
said he could not accept the amendment. 

Hox. J. TOLMIE: Very well. It will be 
amended elsewhere. 

Amendment put and negatived. 
Clause 27 put and passed. 
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On clauso 28-" Regulations"---

Mr. CORSER pointed out that subclause 
2 provided a penalty of £20 for any breach 
of the regulations, and in clause 27 it stated 
that all penalties should be paid to the Com­
missioner. Ho thought the fine should be 
paid into the consolidated revenue. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! The hon. 
member may not refer to clause 27. 

Clac1se put and passed. 

On Schedule ~--
HoN. J. TOLMIE moved that on line 17, 

after the words " Tho Commissioner " the 
following suhclause be inserted- ' 

"(a) Before cowmencing to transact an_y 
class of Insurance business, the Comn1is~ 
sioner shall declare, by notification in the 
'Gazette,' the rninin1u1n rates which he 
proposes to charge for business of that 
class. 

"(u) The minimum net rates to be 
charged by the Commissioner during the 
period ~nding 31st December, one thou­
sand mno hundred and twenty, for 
marine and g£moral insurance risks shall 
not be le's than senmty-fivc per centum 
of the gross rates fixed for such risks b,­
the regulations of the fire, 111ctl'ine, our 
accident underwriters' associations of 
Queensland actnally current on the first 
day of July, one thousand nine hundr<J:] 
and sixteen. 

" (c) The Commissioner may allow such 
discounts for fireproof construction, the 
use of approved fire appliances, and other 
means of reducing risk as he may from 
time to time declare by notification in 
tho ' Gazette.' " 

'Tho in~urance companies had been operating 
for year:s, and the' a1nendn1cnt 'Youid give 
thc·rn tin1e to n1ake any necessary alterations 
in their businees. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
said the Commis<ioncr did not think the 
amcn?~1Pnt 1-ras ·clesirable, and he could not 
accept 1t. 

Amendment put and negatived. 

HoN. ,J. TOLMIE moved the insertion of 
the words " Subject to this Act" before the 
word " Commissioner" on line 33, page 14 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
said he could not accept tl1e amendment. 

Amendment put and negatived. 

HON . • T. 'l'OLMIE moved the omission of 
nil the words after " Insurance· Office" on 
lines 37 to 39, to the end of the sentence. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
sa id the State Insurance Office could dispose 
of its profits in any way it pleased, and for· 
that reason he could not accept the amend­
ment. 

Amendment put and ncgative·d. 

HON .• J. TOL:\IIE moved the omis"ion of 
the 'wrds, on line 40, page 15-

,, recoinn1endations or any of t11c·m," 

with a vic\v to inserting '; report." 

Amendnwnt put and negati.-ed; and 
schf'dL!le put and passed. 

On Schedule II.-" Po,·ms"-
On the motion of HoJS" .• J. A. FIHELLY, 

•consequential amendments were made in the 

title and in line 58, page 15, by the insertion 
of the 'vords " rnarino or" ; also by the in­
sertion of the words, after line 58, page 15-

" (5) The class of business for which 
the applicant d<:!sires to be licensed" ; 

also by the omission of the word " general " 
and the insertion of " marine or general or 
marine and general " in lines 2 and 20, page 
16. 

HoN. J. TOLJVIIE moved the omission of 
the words on line 21, page 16-

" until the thirty-first day of December, 
19 , 

It was consequential on an amendment made 
in clause 10. 

Amendment agreed to; and schedule, as 
amended. put and pas5ed. 

The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN r·e· 
parted the Bill with amendments. 

Ilo:-.r. J. A. FIHELLY: I moye that the 
Bili. as amended, be now taken into con­
sideration. 

Mr. :\IORGA.\1: An amendment on clause 
14 was circulated by the leackr of the Op­
position. but, owing to the hurried manner 
in ·whieh the e1an~f' \vas nut to the Co1n· 
Inittoe, he had not an oppo;·tunity of tnoving 
it. \Vill ihe Minister recommit the Bill for 
tho purpose of con~idcring that atn{~ndn1ent? 

Hox. J. A. FIHELLY: I have no objec­
tion to that amendment, and I will arrange 
\vith tho rcpre:3cntutivo of the Govornrncnt 
in another place to have it inscrtred in that 
Hcm•e. 

Mr. CORSER: Will the Minister deal 
with paragraph 7 in Schedule I. in the same 
tnannPr, and lllakc the consequential an1end­
,Jn£mt nt'cessary on the arnendn1c-nt of clause 
22 9 ' 

Hox .. J A. FIHELLY: Paragrarh 7 of 
Schedule I. has no association with clause· 22, 
and I cannot agree to what the hon. men1ber 
sug;gests. The paragraph referred to simply 
g-i\·rs the Insurance Cornmlssioner the sa1ne 
priYilf'ge as a private ron1pany rossesses, 
that is. to refuse an insurance if he so 
cle.jire~ in any particular rase. 

Quc;;:tion put and pa<:,scd. 

The third readin" of the Bill wao ma·de an 
()vder of the Day for Tuesday next. 

The House adjourned at ftvc minutes to 2 
o'clodc 




