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68 Appropriation Bill No. l. [ASSEMBLY.] Questions. 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

THURSDAY, 24 AUGUST, 1916. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. \V. McCormack, Cairns} 
took the chair at half-past 3 o'clock. 

APPROPRIATION BILL :'\o. 1. 

ASSENT. 

The SPEAKER: I have to report that I 
presented to His Excellency the Governor 
Appropriation Bill No. 1 for the Royal 
assent, and that His E'xcellency was pleased, 
in my presence, to subscribe his assent 
thereto in the name and on behalf of His 
Majesty. 

A message was also received ham His 
Excellency the Governor assenting to the 
said Bill. 

QUESTIONS. 

SUGAR INDUSTRY AND I;;-DUSTRIAL PEACE ACT. 

Mr SWAYNE asked the Secretary for 
Public Works-

" \V ill he use' the powers the Crown 
possesses under section 46 of the Indus­
trial Peace Act in order to •avc tha 
sugar industry from a serious injury 
before it is too late to intervene?" 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
(Hon. E. G. 'fheodore, ChiU >go e) replied-

" I do not consider it desirable to take 
the course suggested by the hon. 
n1ember." 

ALLEGED STATE~IENT BY CHIEF SECRETARY. 

Mr. MORGAN (Murilla), on behalf of 
Mr. Corser, asked the Chief Secretary-

" 1. On what information did he base 
his statement, made at the dinner of the 
foremen engineers, as cabled from Lon­
don early in May last, Y:hen he is 
reported to h11ve said-' Australia might 
have made itself safe by inglorious terms 
with Germany, but preferred the 
honourable perilous course to sink or 
swim with the mother country, at whose 
disposal Australia had placed all her 
soldiers and men'? 

"2. Is he not aware that Australia 
claims that no terms could secure us 
greater safety than that enjoyed by its 
magnificent loyalty to our King and 
Empire? 

"3. \Vould he inform the House what 
possible inglorious terms could ha.-e been 
ma·de with Germany that would have 
been acceptable to loyal Australians?" 

The PREMIER (Hon. T. J. Ryan, Barcoo) 
replied- ' 

"1, 2, and 3. The hon. member's version 
of portion of rny remarks at the foremen 
engineers' banquet in London does not 
represent accurately what I said. I said 
nothing which would bear the construc­
tion suggested by these questions. The 
official report of my utterances on the 
occasion referred to will be found in 
the society's published proceedings." 
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TllA YELLING EXPENSES OF MINISTERS. 

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby), on behalf of Mr. 
Booker, asked the Chief Secretary-

" 1. What are the expenses paid by, 
or to be pa.id by, the State of Queens­
land, in connection with the visit of 
himself and his entourage to England? 

" 2. (a) What Ministers visited the 
Southern States during the parliamen­
tary recess; (b) what were the objects 
of each Ministerial visit; (c) what were 
the expenses incurred by each individual 
Minister?' 

The PREMIER replied-
" 1 and 2. If the hon. member will 

repeat this question a week hence, I 
hope to be then in a position to give the 
House the particulars asked for by the 
hon. gentleman." 

MooRABERRIE CATTLE AKD CuBBIE SHEEP 
TRANSACTIONS. 

Mr. VOWLES, on behalf of Mr. Booker, 
asked the Chief Secretary-

" 1. Will he lay on the table of the· 
House all the papers in connection with 
the Mooraberrie cattle transaction? 

" 2. Will he lay on the table of the 
House all the papers in connection with 
the Cubbio sheep transaction?" 

The PREMIER replied­
"1. No. 
"2. No." 

(Laughter.) 

PATRIOTIC MOTOR-CAR ART UNION. 

Mr. ROBERTS (East Toowoomba) asked 
the Chief Secretary--

" 1. At time of handing over to the 
entertainment committee of the Queens­
land patriotic fund the motor-car art 
union, what was the number and value 
of tickets sold? 

"2. ·what amount of money had been 
received from Alderman Jenkinson, Jean 
Super, or other person" on account? 

"3. ·what amounts have been paid 
on account of commission, printing. any 
other expenses, and to whom were the 
payments made?' 

The PREMIER replied-
" 1, 2, and 3. Permission was grant.:;d 

for the art union by the late Govern­
ment.. 'The particulars arc very volu­
minous, but the hon. member may peruse 
the· papers and the Auditor-General's 
report on the matter at his convenience." 

SPINNIKG \VHEEL IN ALLIES' CITY. 

Mr. ROBERTS asked the Assistant Minis­
tor for Justice-

" 1. Has his attention been drawn to 
the spinning wheel in use in the Allies' 
City? 

" 2. 'Vill he take action to suppress 
sanH::! ?"' 

HoN. J. A. FIHELLY (Paddington) 
replied-

" 1 and 2. Inquiri.:;s are being m:l.de 
into the matter." 

AMMUNITION MANUFACTURED BY RAILWAY 
DEPARTMENT. 

Mr. ROBERTS asked the Secretary for 
Railwavs-

,t 1. What is the value of ammunition 
manufactured by the Railway Depart­
ment? 

" 2. What quantity and value has been 
accepted by the Defence Department?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. J. Adamson, Rockhampton) replied-

" 1. Completed shells, £4,364 17s. ; in­
completed shells, £7,491 1s. 6d. ; shells 
from defective steel, £6,699 10s. lOd. 

"2. Completed shells accepted, 4.157 
at £1 1s. each-£4,364 17s. The Defence 
Department havB agreed to accept, at a 
price, all incomplete shells, and vouchers 
for these are now being prepared. A 
claim has boon made on the Defence 
Fore, for the work performed on the 
defective steel, and on the manufacturer 
for a refund of the cost of defectivB steel 
in accordance with contract." 

SPECIAL TRAIN FOR DELEGATES TO LABOUR 
CONVENTION. 

Mr. ROBERTS asked the Secretary for 
Railways-

" 1. Following the recent Labour Con­
vention at Rockhampton, was a special 
train run from Rockhampton to Brisbane 
for delegates to such conference? 

" 2. What was the cost of said train? 
" 3. What was the ,amount of casli 

received therefor ?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
replied-

" 1. A special train was run from Rock­
hampton to Brisbane for members of the 
Cabinet and members of Parliament. 

"2. £76. 
" 3. The members held passes, same as 

other members of Parliament." 

IPSWICH \VORKSHOPS AND MR. H. COWAP. 

Mr. COOPER (Bremer) aslmd the Secre­
tarv for Public Works-

. " If his inquiries into the question No. 
5, asked by the hon. member for Dalby 
(Mr. Vowles) to-day, show that the state­
ments contained in the letter mentioned 
arc correct, will he take imm.:;diate steps 
to dispense with the services of Mr. 
Hcnri Cowap, inspector of shops and fac­
tories, in whose district the Ipswich 
workshops dining-rooms are situated?" 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
replied-

" Inquiries are being made in this 
matter." 

RELEASE OF ELSIE SHAW. 

Mr. VOWLES asked the Home SBcre· 
tarv-

• "1. Is it a fact that a woman, Elsie 
Shaw. who was recently convicted of 
murd~r and sentenced to five years' im­
prisonment by His Honour Judge Lukin, 
has been relBased after serving in all 
about nine to ten weeks' imprisonment? 

" 2. Is she released on probation; end, 
if not, then on what terms? 
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"3. Was the said judge consulted or 
asked to acquiesce in this woman's libera­
tion? \Vho is responsible for her libera­
tion? 

" 4. Is it the intention of the Govern· 
ment to release all other prisoners now 
undergoing sentences for murder or man­
slaughter, or to revise their sentences?" 

The PREMIER, on behalf of the Home 
Secretary (Hon. J. Huxham), replied-

" 1. Yes. 
" 2. There were exceptional circum­

stances in connection with the case, and 
she was released on the undertaking 
that she w.guld be taken charge of by 
relatives in New South \V ales. 

"3. Yes. HD concurred in her release 
under section 675 of the Code. 

" 4. Each case will be considered on 
its merits." 

BeTTER CoNSIGNED TO LONDON BY GovERN­
)IENT. 

Mr. STEVENS asked the Secretary for 
Agriculture-

" 1. Wh.tt was the total amount paid 
by the Government for the parcel of 
butter which they consigned to London 
last year? 

" 2. Has that butter yet been sold? 
"3. If so, what amount did it realise? 
" 4. \Vhat was the total amount of 

expense incurred in connection with 
the transaction, including commission, 
brokerage, cold storage, &c. ? 

"5. \Vhat surplus or profit, if any, was 
rea lrsed on the transaction? 

"6. H:ts the surplus or profit, if any, 
been distributed ? 

" 7. If so, to whom? 
"8. Is it a fad that the principal pub­

lic bnsiness for which the Premier visited 
Lonclon was to personally superintend the 
sale of this butter?" 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. W. Lcnnon, H crbert) replied­

" 1. £20:584 9s. 2d. 
"2. Yes. 
"3. £23,194 12s. 4d. 
" 4. £2,491 3s. 4d. 
" 5. £ llS 19s. lCJd. 
"6. No. 
"7. Sec No. 6. 
" 8. This question should be addre,csed 

to the l-Ion. the Premier." 

FEES PAID TO BARRISTERS AXD 
SOLICITORS. 

On the motion of Mr. MORGAN IJiurilla), 
it was formally resolved- ' 

"That there be laid upon the table of 
the House a return showing the fees paid 
to barristers and solicitor" from 1st Julv 
1915, to 31st July, 1916." '' 

CONDUCT OF AGRICULTL;RAL 
DEPARTMENT. 

2\:lr. BEBBINGTON (Drayton). in mov­
ing-

" _1. That the Agricultural Department, 
haymg departed from the principles and 
objects for which it was ectablished 
discourages production. ' 

"2. That, in the opinion of this House, 
all the powers and influence of the de­
partment should be devoted to assisting 
and encouraging production and settle­
ment on the land," 

said: I am bringing this motion forward 
because of the action the Agricilltural De­
partment haye taken up. 

Yir. BERTRAM: I thought you wore going 
to move for the abolition of the _\gricultural 
Department? 

:VIr. BEBBINGTON : I was going to move 
!hat but by the advice of other friends the 
motion was diluted to its present form, and 
it will suit my purpose equally as well. 
(Hear, hear! and Government laughter) 
Peopl0 can judge by what I ha>·o to say tlus 
afternoon ·whether I <:un nght or wrong. 
I alwan contend that the importance of the 
arrricuftur.al industry is so great that tho 
S~cretary fol' AgTiCulture-n~ 1nattcr \Vhat 
Jlarty he belongs to~should not all?w even 
his own people to H!Jnre that Industry. 
(Hear, hear!) The very foundation of our 
State-indr;ed, the foundatwn of Austraha-­
is built upon its prirnary production. . We 
have had it handed down to us b,· the WISest 
people of olden times who saicf, ·'Destroy 
your cities, burn your cities. and they WI[] 

grow np again ar'id bo rebuilt. hut destroy 
your farn1s and the grass ·will grow on your 
sh·epts." (Hear, hear 1) The AgTicultural 
Department, as it is to-clay, ha" put the axe 
at the root of that tree. They have made 
a great attempt to cl0stroy the >·ery indu~~ry 
which thev wore S>vorn to protccr. 1 he 
Agricultnn~i Dcpartnwnt vas S\YOl'll to ~assist 
and encourage productio11, but, instoad of 
cloino· that th<>v have turner] round and 
seized the 'prod~cts lrhich \Yen: 1}roduccd, 
thu. proving .a ~T udas to the Yer~, industr:v 
th<'Y were s<Yorn to protect. (Hc·ar. he:<r !) 
They make ull kinds of pretensiow that they 
are a.,sisting the proclurer. They h-ad that 
fine exhibit in the Exhibition la:-3[ \H' 1- k. I 
don't \~·ant to ·detra-ct anything fron1 that 
'-'xhibit: it was a. splendid exhibit. But 
what is the good of all that cxjlense ': \Yhat 
good i'3 it to the farn1er and vroduccr? 

2\lr. C \RTER: To try to educate• then:. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON : Educate them what 
for? To grow stuff for you to eat. (Laugh­
ter.) 

Hon. J. G. _\PPEL: ~\t their o,,-n price. 

J'\lr. BEBBI::\'GTOX: What is the good of 
educating them to produce> stuff; to make 
them work fourteen to si"lteen hours a day; 
to work their families and everything else 
in order to grow those products and then for 
the department to corne along and play the 
Judas to the very industry it \Vas S\vorn to 
assist 9 There are two things which a farmer 
cannot have on his farm. One is a cow that 
sucks her own milk, and the other is a hen 
that eats her O"'n eggs, because the cow will 
knock off giving milk and will not be satis­
fied with drinking her own milk, but vall 
drink the milk of other cows as well. The 
same with the hen; she will knock off laying 
eggs and will then eat the other person's 
eggs-(loud laughter)-thc other hens' eggs. 
That is exactly the position of the Agricul­
tural Department to-day. The:f have eer­
tainh· done a little-they have gn·en a h ttle 
milk. and, perhaps, provided two orthree eggs, 
but they have not only ea ten theu· own but 
are living on the other people's. (Renewed 
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laughter.) Henry the IV. said that he would 
wish for the time when every person in his 
dominion could have a roast chicken as often 
as he liked. That is what hon. members 
want, but they want the other fellow's 
chickens. (Laughter.) They want other 
people to produce them. Not onlv eggs­
they are not used to having eggs: These 
things are so strange to them that they laugh 
when you quote facts. They have not had 
much experience in these matters. Compare 
the difference between the present adminis­
tration of the department and the adminis­
tration of the past. Under the past adminis­
tration the officers of the department were 
welcomed because we knew that thev would 
assist us. I am not going to say anything 
against the officers, but the action of the de­
partment has altered matters altogether. 
Now a farmer, when he thinks of the Go­
vernment, instead of thinking of it as some­
thing which is sympathetic and helpful to 
him, his mind always runs back to some 
power that is going to rob him-that is going 
to seize the stuff he has produced-and when 
a Government official con1es round, instead 
of being pleased to see him, he begins to 
hide his stuff. If he wants to select a site 
for a barn, he begins to think a cellar would 
suit him better, as the Government would 
not see it, and he begins to think of putting 
some defence round it for the time when he 
will have to defend his rights with a rifle. 
Thc-;e ""re the things which enter into the 
mind of the producer now when a Govern­
ment official visits his place. There was a 
time when we, in friendly competition, used 
to put the returns of our dairy herds and 
the returns of our factories in the papers, 
but we found that hon. members on the other 
side were filling their pocket> with these 
reports. They were cutting them out and 
taking them as evidence that the farmers 
could pay more taxes-that there was some­
thing there to tax-because hon. members 
did not know the cost of production. They 
got certain reports showing certain cheques 
were paid to hrmers and the:. calcul_ated 
that he hac! made that much monev. Those 
returns are just as unreliable as i( you took 
a storekeeper's returns and took the whole of 
his sales as profits. There is no mor~ profit 
about the ono tha.n about th0 other. Under 
past administration thP visits of Government 
exprrts were \Yelrom0d as much as a nice 
sho,vcr of rain, but no\V they arc looked upon 
with euspicion. and their preoence is likened 
to a blasting wind or a hnrri cane-the'-· leave 
trouble and disaster in their tracks. 

Mr. CARTER: Rot ! and Government laugh­
ter. 

;..Ir. BEBBI"'GTON: That is what the 
action of thP Governmpnt is leading to, and 
the policy they arc embarked on is likened 
to the track of a hurricane. 

Mr. C'<RTER: Rot! 

Mr. BEBBINGTO:N: It is true; you know 
nothing at all about it. You cannot grow 
corn in an hotel bar. vVhat experienc0 have 
you had? 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: \Vhat do you know 
about corn? 

Mr. CARTER : M ore than you do. 

Mr. BEBBINGTO:N: There are three 
things or three powers which go to create 
wealth. The fir.·Jt of those is labour, then 
capital, and then credit. The Agricultural 
Department has robbed us of all three of 

them. I say you have robbed the_ produc~r 
of his labour; you have robbed him _of his 
capital by taking his stuff _at a r!dwulo31s 
price, and you have ro~bed him of his crod_It, 
because the banks will not advance him 
money on account of the Government's 
actions. 'l'hey have robbed the farmer of the 
three powers of production. 

GoVERN1IEN'r ME~IBERS: Nonsense, non­
sense ! 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: We must reali~e 
that the whole prosperity of Aust:aha IS 

built up on credit. Most of _the busmess of 
the State is built up on credit; most of our 
houses arc bought on credit, and most of our 
farms arc bought on credit; and when J:OU 

rob the producer ?f his credit _Y'?U are talnng 
awav fron1 h1m h1s means of hv1ng, and that 
is ,\·hat the Agricultural Department has 
done. .\s I said before, it is the duty of 
the Minister for Agriculture ~o ta~e the 
part of the producer even agamst his ?~n 
Government. I want to ask: Has the Th!J:miS· 
tor, as the representative of_ the agricu_Itural 
industry, ever protested agamst the actwn of 
the Government? 

lYir. GrLLIES : The best man that was P.ver 
there. 

Mr. BBBBINGTON : Did he protest when 
he knew very well in November last the 
Government were fixing the pri~e of locally­
grown wht-.1.t lower than the pnce of wheat 
introduced from the Argentme and grown by 
coloured labour? The Gm·ernment fixed the 
price of flour made from locally-grown wheat 
at £9 10s. a ton in Brisbane, and they fixed 
tho price of flour made from Argentme 
wheat, grmYn by black labour, at £20 10s. 
a t-on, or equal to Ss. 2d. a bushel for wheat. 
Is that not fixing two prices for wheat-8". 
2d. fer wheat grown by coloured labour out­
side the State, and 3s. 6d. for wheat grc:wn 
bv our own farmers. Did he protest agamst 

"' the Chief Secretarv's action"· in 
[ 4 p.m. J that case'! We w(ll take it for 

grantod that he -did not, b~cause 
he is silent. When they fixed the pn~o of 
whc>tt on the 1st of "'ovember, the nullcrs 
started to buv wheat at that price-I have 
that from the"' miller who sits in this House, 
that that was as much as he ('Ould giY·8. 
That price went on till th" 2nd of December, 
when the price of wheat was raised m New 
South \Vales to 5s. 1d. per bushel. -~qual to 
5s. 7d. on the Darling DmYns. Durmg that 
month the Chief SPcrctary issued an m:dcr 
to the millers prohibiting them from grmd­
incr the fanners' vvh('at. They vvero not eyen 
a1~wed to grist a bit for thojr own use. 

The SE~RETARY FOR AGRICcLTcRE: That is 
not true. 

:>.Jr. BEBBINGTO"\: The 2\Iinister knmYS 
that it is true. They told the farmer . to 
keep it in his barn and oat the "hgentmo 
wheat flour, and he was compelled to do s?. 
The millers hr,d the whole of the ''"heat m 
stock that they had bought during Novem­
ber-there coulrl not be any other r:csu~t, 
bccausc> thcv wPre not allowed to gnst It. 
The differer!co in the price from the begin­
ning of Kovember to the 2nd of December 
was 2s 1d. profit on every bushel of wheat 
they hac! bought during November. S•). that. 
bv Government ordm·s, by the compulsiOn of 
the Government, the millers of Queensland 
wore compelled to make 2s. 1d. on every 
bushel of that wheat out of the droughc­
stricken farmers of Queensland. 

::Vlr. CARTER: They told yeu so. 

Mr. BP-bbi1tl}ton. i 
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Mr. BEBBINGTON: You don't know anv­
thing about it. They do not keep mills in 
public-house bars. (Laughter.) 

Mr. CARTER: Nor m Salvation Army 
palaces. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: The hon. member 
would not be admitted there. (Laughter.) 
Let him make no mistake about that. Before 
the House met last year we heard all sorts 
of things about the frightful profits that the 
millers were making, and then, by their own 
actions, the Government compelled those 
millers to make a profit of 2s. 1d. out of 
every bushel of that wheat. The Minister 
cannot deny it, and members opposite know 
it is tme. 

Then the Government made it a penal 
offence for an auctioneer to take a higher 
bid for butter in the market than what the 
Government was paying. Can the Minister 
contradict that? Can the rich man pay in 
the market to-day more for the poor man's 
butter than what the Government is paying? 
No, and members know it. Did the Minister 
for Agriculture ever object to that on behalf 
of the producers? Did he ever say that it 
was wrong to keep down the rich man's bids 
and so starve the poor man? They talk 
about the middleman! Did ever a middle­
man do that 1 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: No, no! 

Mr. BEBBINGTON : Go down to the depths 
of eternity and bring them up again, the 
bad and the good, and see whether there 
was one middleman who did that. (Govern­
ment laughter.) Is there one who ever limited 
the rich man in buying the poor man's 
stuff? 

Mr. CARTER : You remember the Denham 
Government. 

Mr. BR'BBINGT'ON: We are not talking 
about the DE!nham Government; we are talk­
ing about to-day. (Hear, hear !) I say that 
the present Government have robbed the 
producer, not only of his labour but also 
of his capital and his credit. They talk 
about the Agricultural Department and the 
Government doing that for the sake of the 
people ! I say that they want abolishing, 
and if I had my way I would abolish the 
Government altogether. (Loud Government 
laughter.) 

Later on our co-operative factories received 
orders for butter for Suez and the East 
at 170s., and, I think, up to 180s., but I 
will say 170s., to be well within the mark. 
The Government had fixed the price at the 
time at 126s .. speaking from memory. 

Mr. CARTER: You have a very good 
memory. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Yes; I have a good 
memory for bad actions like yours. (Laugh­
ter). Did the Government allow the 
co-operative factories tD fill those orders? 
Here were our cream suppliers and pro­
duce·rs at that time, with their money all 
gone, having spent it to sa vo their herds, 
and some without a shilling to buy foo-d, 
whilst in some cases nobody would lend them 
any. Here they were with the opportunity 
of making a few pounds to pay their bills, 
but, in collusion with the Federal Govern­
ment, this Government allowed New Zealand 
butter to come in, and they handed to the 
New Zealanders trade that had taken our 
peoplo and merchants years to build up. 
New Zealand butter was brought in in 

[Mr. BA?inqton. 

bond, and sold at the higher price, and our 
poor producers, who had not clothes for 
their children, were compelled by the depart­
ment to sell their stuff to the rich people 
of Brisbane at about £40 per ton under 
the value. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: No New 
Zealand butter cam<' to Brisbane. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: It came to Australia, 
and we could have tinned our butter in Mel­
bourne as well as here, but they would not 
u !low us to send it there. We had orders 
to fill at the highE!r price, but the Govern­
ment allowed them to bring in the New 
Zealand butter and take our Queensland 
trade, and so compel the poor drought­
stricken farmers to supply the rich man at 
the lower price'. Is not that drinking the 
other cow's milk-is not that eating the 
other hen's eggs? (Opposition cheers and 
Governmtmt laugfiter.) How can we build 
up a nation on such stuff? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: You ought 
to sit on the eggs and hatch them. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: You will never hatch an 
egg, at any rate. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I have dealt with 
the question of whether the Minister objected 
in those cases. I have mentioned only 
one or two, although I might have taken 
a hundred. On tbo other hand, the time 
came when the boot merchants made no 
secret of the fact that there was to be a 
rise in the price of boots of 10 per cent., and 
there was no objection. The boots wore 
held up till the people paid the incr<'ase 
of 10 per cent. ; there was no bother about 
that. Not a word was said about it, and 
th~ people simply had to pay the rise of _10 
ner cent. A few days after our co-operative 
companies, whose members had been fighting 
the drought, wf'l'o anxious to make a little 
extra money. ThE!v wanted a few pounds 
extra for their huttcr, but the Government 
held it up and they could not sell it. What 
course did the Government take on that 
occasion? We have had all sorts of talk 
about the Tra,ders' Association and the 
middlemen. They were denounced from one 
end of Queensland to the other during the 
last general election. 

Mr. CARTER: So they ought to be. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Yes, the middle grog 
man. I have here a renort which appeared 
in the Press. from which it appears that the 
Acting Chief Secretary said-

" He had been informed that some 
twenty distributors had their supplies 
held up, and he had been asked ~0 recei_ve 
a deputation from the Traders Assocta­
tion on the matter." 

Ho had nothino- to sav about the poor 
struggling farme~ who had been ft((hting the 
drouo-ht: he had no sympathy for the farmer. 
but he ha·d very much sympathy with the 
rich traders of Brisbane. Mark his answer-

" If the facts were as sta t<Jd, the Go­
v.ernment would no~, tolerate such a posi­
twn for a moment. 

Oh. no! thev would not tolerate that as far 
as the traders were concerned. but they would 
tolerate it where the poor farmers were con­
cerned. When the bootmakers wanted an 
extra 10 per cen~. on boo~s, th~ Governme1_1t 
winked at the mcrease m nnce, and said 
not a word, but when the poor farmer 
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·want~d an increase in the price of butter, 
such a thing would not be tolerated for a 
moment : I wrote a letter to the Agricul­
tural Department in which I ooid that who­
ever seized the farmers' produce the depart­
ment should not touch it, as the farmers 
were in the habit of looking to the depart­
ment for assistance, and if the department 
tolerated the seizing of their stuff they would 
lose confidence in the department and would 
have no faith in it any more. vVe wore told 
Joy the Acting Chief Secretary that-

" The Minister for Agriculture would 
probably take action and purchase the 
whole of the butter, and distribute it 
among the vendors, this course having 
been recommended.'' 

Did he take the boots manufactuwd bv the 
bootmakers when they wanted an incrc.aso of 
10 per cent. on their prices? No; nor did 
he take the stuff of the merchants, >Yho had 
made millions of pounds by the rise in prices. 
Barbed wire has gone up 90 per cont. in price, 
and the cost of other things used by farmers 
has increased considerably. Let me quote 
so1ne infonn.ation as to the increase in prices 
>vhich I have obtained from Mr. Galbraith, 
tll8 secretary of the Cheese lYianufucturors' 
Association. The .Minister knows that gentle­
Inan. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Yes, and 
I have helped him more than he has helped 
ll18. 

Mr. BEBBINGTO="f: I dare say. I asked 
Mr. Galbraith to send me official quotations 
showing the increase in the prices of 
materials used in the manufacture of cheese, 
and he g·ave me this information-

" The old price for rennet was 8~d. to 
lO~d. per lb.-7s. per gallon. The present 
price for rennet is £5 per gallon, and 
every prospect of going to £10." 

Did the Minister take any steps to preYent 
those mcreases? No, because the farmer had 
to buy tho'l> commodities; if he had had to 
sell them, that would ha Ye been a different 
thing·, and the Minister would haYe inter­
ferC'd. 11r. Galbraith gave me this further 
informrrtion with regard to prices-

,. Bandage-Old prices, 5d. to 5~d. ; 
pre-sent values, 8cl. to S~d. : cotton market 
adYancing ra.pidly." 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: The war 
is still going on, and we are trying to stop it. 

Mr. BEBBINGTOK: Certainly, but the 
farmers have to provide for these rises and 
pay exorbitant prices for materials used in 
the manufacture of their produce, and the 
Federal Minister for Customs practically in­
sists that we shall take what is the price in 
London for the black-labour article. If our 
Secretary for .Agriculture had been Treasurer 
or Prernicr he would have had son1c outlet 
for his energies, but in destroying the agri­
cultural industry his energies are misdirected. 
At one time when fixing the price of butter 
the report of his own officer was on his table. 
Lot me now give m1 extract from the Sydney 
"Bulletin" showing the position of the 
Quensland farmer-

"A Queensland farmer in the Bris­
bane ' Courier ' comments on the Go­
vernment fixing the price of butter at 
1\,. 3d. per lb. He shows, from the 
returns at Gatton College, published in 
the ' Agricultural Gazette,' that the 
college herd of thirty-two picked cows 
ayeraged 29 lb. butter per month, which 

at ls. 3d. returns £1 16s. 3d. per cow, 
or £58 3s. 9cl. for the herd. The college 
figures show that it cost 2s. 4d. per cow 
per clay for feed, or £112 per month for 
the herd, a loss of £64. If wages and 
the cost of natural pasturage be adde:cl, 
a Government which fixes the price at 
ls. 3d. 0annot produce butter at its own 
college for anything like the money." 

Those figures work out at 2s. 6cl. per lb. of 
butter for feed alone on a picked herd of 
cows, with.1ut taking into account the cost 
of feed for drv cows and horses, and the 
interest on m'Oney invested. 'I'his thing 
means the' life-blood of our producing com­
munity. 

Mr. COLLIKS: The Darling Downs. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Members who are 
interjecting are like a lot of school boys, 
with whom experience goes for nothing. 
They have had no experience in producing 
anything, and their minds do not go higher 
than an old hen. Here we have a case where 
the feed alone cost an amount equal to 
2s. 6d. pc·r lb. of the butter produced, lea v­
ing out of consideration labour and every­
thing else, and the same. Government that 
had these returns on then table fixed the 
price of butter at 1s. 3d. per lb. Now, is 
that a fair deal? 

Mr. CARTER: Well, well! (Government 
laughter.) 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I am sorry if I lose 
my temper in dca.ling with men who .cannot 
remain serious when I am referrmg to 
actions which are taking the very life-blood 
from the producing industries of this State. 
I may just mention a case that came under 
my notice during the recess. One even~ng 
I went into the house of a poor, stl-ugglmg 
farmer, who was working night and ·day to 
make a living. He had two fine bovs of 
school age. I found this farmer busy mend­
ing harness while his wife was washing. I 
did not see the boys, so I aslwd, " Where 
are the boys?" I heard some laughing in 
another room, and I went there and found 
the two boys naked in bed. They w~re 
laughing and I said, "What are you domg 
in bed?' vVhere are your shirts?" The 
father said. "The Government have g:ot 
their shirts." (Government laughter.) I said, 
"How can the Government have their 
shirts?" Be srtid, " Of course the Govern­
ment have their shirts. Butter is everything 
to us. Butter is feed for our cattle; butter 
is our banking account and everything we 
have to depend upon ; and how can we get 
shirts for the l;ovs if the Government take 
our butter?" The mother was washing the 
bovs' only shirts. and so they had to remain 
naked in bed. (Loud Government laughter.) 
I should be verv sorry to tell where those 
two bovs livP. became the Minister would 
send an"d take their onlv shirts off the clothes­
line, and then the bovs would have none at 
all. (Renewed Government laughter and 
interjections.) There are many thmgs I 
could tell that I saw and heard on that 
farm. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 1 must ask hon. 
members on mv rio-ht to cease their inter­
jections. The ·hon.

0 

member has a perfect 
right to place his views before this Chamber. 
Ho is quite sincere· in his views, and I hope 
hon. members will allow him to proceed 
without interruption. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS : Hccar, h<?ar! 
Mr. BEBBINGTON: I thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. I have already stated some facts 

Mr. Bebbington.] 
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in regard to butter. They are not only 
statements-thev are facts; I am stating 
nothing but fa'cts. I have read where the 
Acting Chief Secretary admitted that the 
Secretary for Agriculture was to take pos­
session of butter and hand it over to the 
Traders' Association. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: We have 
not handed it over to the Traders' Associa­
tion, and we have no intention of doing so 
and never had. 

Mr. BEBBINGTOX: I am only quoting 
from the Press. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : The 
"Courier." 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: You always seem to 
read the "Courier," and quote from it your­
self. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: The German edition. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: The day that butter 
was seized I met a Brisbane merchant who 
told me: that his firm was offered from 190s. 
to 200s. per cwt for butter in Melbourne, and 
the Government took that butter over at 
140s. per cwt.-a difference of 60s. per cwt., 
or £60 pet· ton! \Vas that a fair thing to 
do? Now, let me read a quotation from the 
J'vfelbourne "Argus," giving the l\1elbourne 
market quotations for that date. I want 
the Press to make a note of this. I know 
hon. m('mbers opposite do not want to hear 
me, because these things arc not palatable 
to them · but I want the country to know 
what the Government have done and the 
rea.son for bring;ing this motion forward. The 
Melbourne "\Y eckly Butter Report" of 29th 
,June last said-

" l\f~lbourne: Snpplies are still ehrink­
ing and tlw market on Monday last ad­
vanced a further 10s. per cwt., the quota­
tion now bPing 200s. per cwt. Smne fair­
sized parcels of Nev; Zealand butter arc 
clue in Melbourne this week, and it is 
generally hoped that a repetition of last 
year's oxpEv·ience 1vith importations from 
America will not be necessarv. The 
arrivals of butter into ::\1elbourn~ bv rail 
for the week ended 16th June amo-~mtcd 
to 2,266 boxes, liS compared with 2,726 
boxes for the previous week and 781 
boxes for the corresponding week of last 
yca.r.'' 

A GovEmDIEXT Mn!BER: That is not so. 

Mr. BEBBIXGTO:i'\: This emanated from 
Dalgety anrl Co., and their reputation is 
quite sufficient guarantee of the accuracy of 
the sta t0ment. It seems to me that the Go· 
vernment took this butter from the poor 
farmers in order to give cheap butter to the 
rich people of Brisbane. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: The Labour party are 
the rich people of Brisbane. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Let me read a quota­
tion from the Brisbane Press at the time the 
Government seized this butter at £60 per 
ton under its value-

" It is no exaggeration to say that the 
majority of the costumes, at any rate 
many hundreds of them, to be seen 
parading the block in Queen street anv 
fine afternoon. cost not less than £10 
each. The quite ordinary woman's cos­
tume these days must easily run into £12 
to £15. 

[1I1r. Bebbin_qton. 

"Now, Sir, what name should be 
applied to a Government that takes our 
struggling dairymen's produce and hands 
it over to. people (who have nothing more 
to do thar. ' do the block,' as the report 
says, in from twelve to fifteen guin~a 
costumes) at £60 per ton under 1ts 
value?" 

Here is another quotation from a letter just 
published in a Brisbane paper, headed "The 
Cost of Living" :-

" RAOEOO'CRSES. 

" Thirty-eight thousand one hundred 
and eleven pounds passed through the 
machine. an increase of £4,691 on last 
year.' Thus we read in your l\1onclay's 
issue of th<e Queensland Turf Club races." 

Just fancy the rich people of Brisbane 
putting £.38,111 through the totalisator in 
one clav 'vhen the Government are seizing the 
poor. s.tmg-gling farmers' butter to feed those 
rich people ! 

The SPEAKER: The hon. member has 
now exhausted the time allowed him under 
the Standing Orders. 

Mr. BEDBI~GTOK : May I ask as a 
favour for an extension of a fe\Y n1inutes, 
Mr. Speaker? 

The SPEAKER : Is it the pleasure of the 
Honse that the hon. member be further 
heard? 

Hoxo-cRABLE ::\[E)fBERS: Hear, hear! 

::Yfr. BEBBIXGTON : I thank the House 
YPr:~r much for granting me an cxtcn~lon. I 
shall not take more than a vorv few minutes. 
I desire to read just two more quotations-

"~\ finn of stock ~1nd station agents in 
Brisbane ha,, received the followinc; letter 
from the Killarncv district, Darling 
Downs. and it speaks for itself :-Dear 
Sirs.-1 have consigni'd to vou from Kil­
larnc:v Station 11 bags of hidP~, contain­
ing- 41 ':nv hides and 1 bull hide (sah-age 
of a 30-guinea bull), End 4 calf hides. 
This ht is all I saved from £500 "·orth 
of fat':le. I hope you will be able to 
realise <'! good prirc for th0n1, so that I 
will be able to get some rl'turn. I leave 
them to you to do the best you an for 
illf'." 

rrh0n h0rf' is another quotation £ron1 "The 
Farmer and Settler"-

" Th{~ 'Farmer and Settler' ro1nn1ents: 
Now that the producers kno,,· that the 
Labour politician is prepared to take the 
butter from the owner to give to the 
::;aid politician's friends jn Sydney: the 
producer that votes for a Labour candi­
flatf' is not a business man. He is either 
a philanthropist or a fool." 

Those arc some of the rcsuHs of the seizure 
of farme1;' produce by the Goycrnment. 

As I said before, I ha ye got some other 
things to bring forward. which I shall be 
able to get in on the Address in Reply, but 
I want to ask the l\1inist<>r something Yery 
particular to-day. I want the Minister to 
assure the House Hwt ther,e is no butter 
which was purchas"d as first-class butter. and 

paid for as first-cl ass. being 
[4.30 p.m.] branded to-day without exam-

anlination as second-class, and 
sent to England as second-class. Or, is it a 
fact that butter belonging to a certain fac­
tory in Queensland, and paid for as first-class 
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butter, with the manager's reputation at 
stake, is now being marked second grade by 
the Government-an offence which, if charged 
against a factory, would cause them to be 
fined £500 '! Is the department guilty of 
branding butter second class which has been 
bought and paid for as first, to deceive the 
Federal authorities, and to risk the mana­
ger's reputation'! After taking it at £60 
per ton under its value, have thev come to 
such a point that they arc ma1:king that 
butter second class and ruining the manager's 
reputation, and misleading the Federal 
authorities? I thank the House for the time 
they have allowed me. 

HoxOURABLE ME:V!BERS: Hear, hear! 

HoN. J. G. APPEL (AJbert) : I am im­
peiled to second this ~notion after the very 
weighty arguments wh1ch have been adduced 
by the hon. member for Drayton, the deputy 
leader of the farmer, party. The object of 
the esta\'lishmont of the Agricultural Depart­
ment ongmally was that 1t should give everv 
as,i,tance to the primarv producer and afford 
him. every instruction· and he!~. Various 
Mm1sters were chosen in the first instance 
frCnn their kno\vlcdge of agriculture. 

:\lr. COLLINS: Of cape gooseberries. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: The hon. member 
may ~off at cape gooseberries, l1ut he is 
fond. of cnj<;ying them if he can get them for 
nothm!'(.. (L::wghter.) In the first instance, 
the M1msters of that department were chosen 
from what was considered their particular 
knowledge of a.gnculture and the require­
ments of the pnmary producers, but under 
the system which has been established bv the 
Labour party that wndition ·does not· pro· 
YaJI. A ccrtUI?. number of that party are 
electe-d as i\luusters, and the portfolios 
allott<:d. I think. the hon. gentleman who 
occupies the pos1bon of Secretar~· for Agri­
culture to-dav will admit that he know3 
nothing about agriculture. 

Mr. CoLL.oNS: Do vou know anvthinO' about 
agriculture ? • • b 

, I-Iox. J·. G. APPEL: I wish the hon. mem­
ber knew as much as I did about it, and 
would "pend as much money ""' I haYe done 
ou it. I feel quite satisfied tlwt the hon. 
gentleman who occupies the position of 
Secretary for Agriculture to·da y-and "·ith 
no discredit to hirn, because this is nut a 
personal Inattcr-kno\,VS absDlutclv nothincr 
abou! agricultt~re. ~nd probably· his syn~ 
pathw~ from his brmgmg up are· not with 
thc pnmary producer. I remember it being 
stated last session by members on the Go­
vernment side that the majority of farming 
electoratc3 were represented by Labour 
membe1·s. 
GOVERN~IEXT ME~IBERS : Hear, hear ! 

. HoN. J. G. APPEL: Hon. members oppo­
Site agree to that by their " I--Iear. hears!:' 
I want the pLiblic of Queensland· to know 
that those hon. members who profess to 
represent the majority of primary-producing 
electorates of Queensland. on eyery occasion 
when primary products cuch as b•1tter arc 
refer re~ to, n1ake. sarcastic interjections in 
connection th~rcw1th. In connection with 
the smali primary producer butt, r is the 
stapl~ p_roduct by. which he makes his liYing, 
yet It IS sarca~hcally referred to by hon. 
members oppos1te, who profess to represent 
the mctjority of the primary-producing elec­
torates of this State. 

Mr. CARTER: \Ye do not speak of them 
with our tongue in our cheek, as you do. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: The hon. member 
says he does not speak of them with h:s 
tongue in his cheek, but when he is selling 
a. "crook " horse it sticks out of his mouth. 
(Laughter.) · 

The SPEAKER: Order ! 
HoN. J. G. APPEL: I do not want to be 

drawn off the track by irrelevant interjec­
tions. 'I'his is a very serious matter. I am 
not here for thR purpose' of stonewalling, 
but to second tho motion of the hon. mem­
ber for Drayton, who has a. perfect and abso­
lute knowledge of the question which is 
being discussed. The point at issue is this: 
Is the' Agricultural Department performing 
the dutY for which it was established? I 
repeat again that I say nothing against thn 
Minister, but he has no knowledgP of agri­
culture. From the way in whirl, ho i~ 
appointed by the caucus--

Mr. COLLIXS: \\·hat did you know as 
::\1inister for Mines? 

Hox. J. G. APPRL: I knew a jolly sight 
more than the hon. member did. :Wy father 
was one of tho first minors in Australia. 
(Laughter.) 

The SPEAKER: Order! 
HoN. J. G. APPEL: I am not condemn­

ing the Minister, or casting any aspc1 ,ions 
on the administrative staff of the Agricul­
tural Department, but I want to point out 
that the object of th,,· establishment of the 
) .. gricultural Department was to assist the 
primary producer, and instruct him so that 
he could get the best use out of his land. 
The question is, has that been done ; 

Mr. SMITH : Yes. 
HoN. J. G. APPEL: What does the hon. 

member know aboLJt it? He is out to get 
the highest wage he ca,n from the man on the 
land. I venture to say, without casting 
any aspersion on the pn,,ent l\linister, oe 
upon the Under Secretary and his oflkers, 
that the feeling in Queensland amongst the 
primary producers i,, that the deparbnent 
has not been of the assistance to them which 
it was thought it would be. J'\ow. naturall:~-, 
the hon. gentleman 1vho has mm·cd this 
motion is more intimately ronnected 1vith 
the matter than I am, and he is anxious to 
see some reform in conne1~tion ·with this sub­
ject, because it is of vital importance to 
the producer. I will take the Gatton Farm, 
for instance. That farm is suppos"d to 
instruct our youth in the proper methods 
of carrying on farming operatione. It seems 
to me a most 1:idiculous thing that young 
men who wish to go and take up selections, 
and who have to start with practicallo­
nothing in their pockets, or with only a few 
pounds at most, are sent to a farm wh<·ro 
the capital value of the implements of the 
farm approach something like £60,000 or 
£70,000. It seems a ridiculous propooition 
that young men who are to bB haincd to go 
into the scrub and fell the scrub and start 
operations with only a few pounds in their 
pockets, are to be instructed on a farm 
1vhere such a vast .amount of capital i' laid 
out, so far as agricultural imp 1emente a re 
concernc'd. IIo'v 1na.ny young men are there 
who go out on the land with po"ibly 
nothing in their pockets, or 1vith on!:<- a 
few pounds, to take up scrub selections and 
fell an acrc of scrub, and then have to go 
out and take a job at fencing in order to 
make a few pounds to enable them to Jiye 
until they have cleared their land? 

Mr. COLLIXS : Are you speaking from 
experience? 

Hon. J. G . .Appel.] 
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HoN. J. G. APPEL: I am. Hon. members 
on the other side are very fond of scoffing 
at the poor man who has had to undergo 
that experience. Of course, members opposite 
are wealthy men, and as they are practically 
plutocrat' they look down on the man who 
~as no capital and no regular income con1ing 
m, and they scoff at the idea of a man having 
to undergo these privation5. Tney don't 
realise, as I and others on this side do what 
is the experience of the man who goe~ upon 
the land. 

Mr. COOPER: What do vou know about the 
man on the land? · 

HoN. J .. G. APPEL: The hon. gentleman 
who mterJects w<ts not game to go on to 
the land. He adopted a much softer course 
of living. I don't blame the hon. member 
for doing that. I know if I h<td the same 
opportllnity when I went on the land I know 
that I wouJ.d have followed the example of 
the hon. gentleman and come into Parlia­
ment. But I am not speaking of the man 
who has been able to get into Parliament 
and sit upon these nicely upholstered benches, 
und have all theyleasures and enjoyments of 
parliamentary hfe. I am speaking of the 
men who have no pro~pects of getting better 
off sa.-e that of endeavouring to get the free­
hold of the selections which they have taken 
up. It seems to me a most ridiculous thing 
that when we propose to train up young men 
to be able to take up scrub selections and 
undergo all £he trials and difficulties of rroinrr 
on the land, that instead of training "the;, 
to plough with " pl,ain. furrow ploug·h, that 
they should _get a n;achmc plough ,drawn by 
motor tractwr,, wh19h J?robably during the 
whole course of theu hves they will never 
be able to purchase. 

Mr. COLLIKS: Was it not your Government 
that purchased that machine plough? 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: It is quite possible, 
but your GoYernment are continuing it. 

Mr. COLLINS: You are criticising your own 
Government. 

HoN .. J. G. APPEL: Yes, and I am game 
to do rt. That was one of the reasons that 
I kit the Goyernment of which I was a mem­
ber .. That is the reason why other members 
of thrs House have left the Government they 
belonged to, because thov did not ao-ree with 
the policy of the Ad;j1inistration~ I am 
~orry the Secretary for Railways is not here, 
because I want to tell him that thero are 
members on the other side of the House who 
will stick to the Treasury bench no matter 
what differences of opinion there may be 
amongst members of the Cabinet. They will 
never leave the Treasury bench unless they 
are kickod out. 

Mr. BARBER: Did you fall out, or were you 
kicked out? 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: 1 like to obey your 
rulmg: Mr. Speaker, at all times, but I. am 
sometnnes led a" ay by these interjections. 
The Secretary ~or A~riculture, whose depart­
~1lent 'Ye arc <hsc~ssing at the present ti1ne, 
ts lookmg very senous, but prDbably he is not 
senous: because he does not care a pin for 
the pnmary producer and is never likely to 
do so. 

Th': SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: He cares 
nothing for buffoons. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: The hon. gentleman 
considers that the farmers are buffoons. He 

[Hon. J. G . .Appel. 

thinks they are a very poor sort-that they 
are haYseeds. He looks upon them as some· 
thing under the level. However, that is not 
the point we are discussing. The questiOn 
before ur is w hethcr the Agricultural De­
partnumt requires reorganisation or not. I 
certainly think it -dO<''· I earnestly urge the 
party now in power, anci those who profess 
to love the primary producer, to show what 
thev haYe done. '\Ve have been told durmg 
the' past two days of all that has been done 
for the primary producer, and what good 
friends the present Administration are to the 
primary producer. \Ve have been to],d of 
the thousands of pounds the Government have 
spent on them and what they propose to do 
for them. Look at the seed they gave them! 
At least I should say look at the seed which 
thev sold to the farmers. Look how the Go­
vernment haYn fathered the farmers, and 
taxed them and taken their butter, and 
regula tod the price of their stDck. They 
might think that all these things arc benefits 
to the farmers. I recollect a friend of the 
Secretarv for Public Instruction, w'ho takes 
an interest in the primary producer, saying 
that the land tax was a good thing for the 
farmers. The Secr(etary for Public Instruc­
tion takes a groat interest in the primary 
producer. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUDTIO~ : 
Hear, hear! 

HoK. J. G. APPEL: 1 believe that once 
the hon. gentleman grew half a cabbage 
himself, and that causes him to take a great 
interest in the primary producer. (Laughter.) 
It W<ls a friend of the hon. gentleman who 
said that the farmers could not grow a decent 
crop without a land tax. I appeal to those 
hon. members who are engaged in agriculture 
and who have gone out into the scrub and 
felled it. and who know something of the 
difficulties of going on the land-I appeal 
to them whether the land tax is of sufficient 
effect to produce a decent crop? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
You see the land that has been thrown open 
as a result of it. 

HoN .. J. G. APPEL: The Secretary for 
Public Instruction tells us to see the way the 
crops grow on land on which a land tax is 
imposed. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
The land the crops will grow on. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: The hon, gentleman 
has admitted my soft impeachment, and prob· 
ably that is the polic7 of the Department 
of Agriculture-that by the imposition of a 
land tax there is going to be an improve­
ment in the growth of crops in Queensland. 
IY e want the Secretary for Agriculture to 
show by what means under a land tax and 
under drought conditions they are able to 
improve the production on the lands of the 
State. \Ve want a department which will 
show us how, by depriving the farmer of his 
butter-taking his butter at a decreased rate 
-by imposing a tax upon him, he is going 
to improve his condition. We want a depart­
ment which will show how, by depriving us 
of our stock at decreased rates and by im­
posing additional taxation, we are to improve 
our condition. That is a perfectly reason­
able proposition, We want a department 
which will show us how we are to get these 
improved conditions under the impositions 
which have been placed upon us by the pr9-
sent Administration. Hon. members on the 
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other side seem to think I know nothing 
about scrub-felling. I know they do not. 
(Government laughter.) 

Mr. COLLI!\S: \Vhat do you know about it? 

HoN .. J. G. APPEL: I know the hon. mem­
ber does not know much about it-he would 
rather go organising. If the opportunity h~td 
been offered to me at the time I might haYe 
adopted that particular profession myself. 

Mr. KIRWAN interjected. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: Here is the hem. 
member for Brisbane interjecting now. 
Of course, he knows all about scrub-felling. 
Ho knows all about cabbage growing and 
knows all <1bout maize growing. \\'e want 
hon. members like the hon. member for 
Brisbane to come along to the Agri­
cultunl Department and instruct the Min­
istPr-{laughtcr)-instruct him how to grow 
eorn on a ra.il"\'1 ny track. (Renewed laup:h­
i·er.) That is what we want to know. I think 
it is a legitimate desire on our part to want 
this information. The Secretary for Agri­
culture and myself pen-onally haYe always 
been on very friendly tPrn1s. 

Hon. J. A. FrHELLY: \Vhat arc you 
smoodging for? 

Ho:-.~. J. G. APPEL: From my knowledge 
of the hou. gentleman he is a man of great 
capacity undoubtedly, and taking the mem­
bers of the Ministry outside the Premier 
and the Acting Minister for Justice-I hope 
the Secretary for Public Instruction and the 
rrreasurer--

The SPEAKER : Order ! I hope the hon. 
rrwrnber will refrain frotn personal n1a.tters. 

Ho:-.~ .. J. G. APPEL: These interjections 
are ant to lead one astrav. I have no desire 
to get off the track, bcca1;se I want to discuss 
the proposition. Althongh seconding this 
motion I might, perhaps. not go so far as the 
mover of the motion, the deputy leader of 
the party I represent. 

Mr. Cor.r.ms : I thought you joined forces 
with the Liberal party. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: I haYe alwa_ys been 
a member of the Liberal party. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: You must realise that 
i: is very difficult for me to continue a con­
nected discourse when I am interrupted bv 
interjections. I belieYe, if the departmer:t 
were to adopt a different line of policy­
although, as I have already said I know 
from personal knowledge that the Minister 
has no knowledge of agriculture, still I be­
lieve he has sympathy for it-it may be only 
a kind of half-sympathy for the primary 
producer. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY interjected. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: I am sure the hon. 
member likes to e"t a good cabbage or a 
good cauliflower, and in doing so he must 
think of the man who grew them. 

Hon. J. A. FnrELLY: He does not like to 
eat a leek. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: I do, and I dare sav 
the hon. gentleman often likes to eat a leek. 
(Laughter.) As a primary producer, I ask 
the administrati.-e head of that department 
to take the rne,ttcrs which have been dis­
cussed this afternoon into consideration, and 

to judge for himself whether the operations 
which are carried on at that particular State 
farm are likely to be of any benefit to the 
young fellow without capital who is going 
on a scrub selection. And, furthermore. I 

ould lih: him to take into consi-deration 
th:_· amount of capital which has been ex­
P''nde-d on that farm and the amount of 
mon<:>_v which is expended annually, and to 
get an estimate of the ya]ue of the produce 
grmn1 upon that State farm. I venture to 
sav that if he takes the two matters into 
coi1sideration, no man is likely to go upon 
the land in Queenfland us a prin1ary pro­
duc<?r. I challenge the hon. gentleman to 
produce to this House a return giYing those 
particulars. I hope he will not, because the 

result would be to absolutely 
[5 p.m.] discourage any man from going 

on the land. That is one of the 
objects of this resolution-that there should 
be such a revolution of methods, whereby, 
in place of showing such an absolute loss--

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICL'LTURE : The reso­
lution eays I haYe departe-d from the methods. 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: I am urging the 
:Minister to depart from them. 

Mr. ::'11AY: From the metho-ds of your 
GcYcrnment? 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: From the methods at 
present in operation. The hon. member who 
bns interjected, I bclieYe, knows something 
of farming; he knows how to grow cabbages 
and p0as, and wheat and hops-(laughter)­
:-.;o that I rega.rd any interjection that comes 
from him with a considerable amount of 
interest. Of f'our"c, hon. members are Inak­
ing a joke of this matter, but it is no joke 
with the primary producer. \Vhat we want, 
as repr('senting- the primary producers, is 
that the department should so reorganise its 
methods that it mav bo of some use to the 
man who is going upon the land and who is 
upon the land. On my last visit to the prin­
cipal farm. which is r.t Gatton. I noticed 
th-e operations in connPction with poultrv, 
and I venture to state that if a balance-sheet 
was published of those operations, the result 
\Yould show an absolute loss. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICl:LTURE: It would 
not. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: I am verv glad to 
hear it. I know that when I was ther·e, the 
conclusion I arriYed at from mv own know­
ledge was that it woul-d be an absolute loss. 

:\h. CooPER: That \Yas under your party's 
regjn1e. 

HoN .. r. G. APPEL: I -do not care whose 
regime it was under. I am asking the party 
opposite, who prof0<s to bo the friends of 
the farmers--

Mr. MAY: \Ye are reformers. 

HoN .. J. G. APPEL: I hope you are, and 
\l·c shall judge by the fate of the resolution 
whether vou are. I would ask the J\1inister 
to take the matter into consideration, with 
the object of seeing whether it is not pos­
sible to instruct the young men in the 
methods of agriculture which they will ha Ye 
to employ if they have no capital; for in­
stance, instead of sending them out with a 
motor plough, teach them to plough with 
a share plough. 

Mr. PETEHSON : In my district, they send 
out instructors to teach them on the farms. 

Hon. J. G . .Appel.] 



78 Conduct of [ASSEMBLY.] Agricultural Department. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: Of course the hon. 
member is particularly lucky. ' 

Mr. PETERSON: My people arc satisfied, 
anyhow. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: The hon. member is 
a member of tha party, and apparently he 
can get men up there to show the boys how 
to plough with a furrow plough. and so on, 
and I only hope that the Minister wiil 
extend the privilege to all other electorates. 

Mr. PETERSON: The Minister cannot satisfy 
you unless you ask him. 

Ho;-;-. J. G. APPEL: I do not know that 
I should have to .ask. I think it is the duty 
of the Agricultural Department to send o~t 
instructors eve'rvwhere. That was done bY 
a Liberal Government. I think it was th-;, 
hon. member for Mackay at the time-the 
Hon. Hume Black-who initiated the system 
of instructors, so far as butter pmducing 
was concerned. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: He 'vas 
not the first. 

Mr. SwAYNE: He established the dairying 
industry. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: Whoever was the 
first, instructors were sent out to all elec­
torates. My knowledge was that it was the 
Hon. Hume Black, but the Minister denies 
it, and I am bonnd to take his denial. That 
is only by the way; but I think it would 
be a very good thing in connection with 
the reorganisation of this department, if, 
instead of waiting to be asked these things, 
they sent out instructors into all agricultural 
districts to give instruction in all primary 
matters. I think the hon. member will 
admit that it is perfectly useless to teach 
young fellows to plough with a motor 
plough, when they will never have a motor 
plough. I kno" manv a man who can 
plough with such a plo~gh, but who cannot 
handle a furrow plough, because' he has 
never been instructed. Of course, however, 
we all know that it is useless to expect any 
reorganisation, a,nd that is why l am not 
particularly asking for it at this time; but 
I may sim;;ly obscne, that I hope that the 
Minister, who is a business rnan, anLl 
although he knows nothing about agricul· 
ture, no doubt will be willing to tab~ hints 
from men who have some slight knowledge 
of the matter, and from the hon. member 
for Drayton1 who has an absolute knowledge, 
will be advised as to what the primary pro­
ducer of the State wants so far as ag>·iculture 
is concerned. 

The,·e is. another matter, which is already 
bmng earned out-that is, the inoqulation of 
cattle. 'fhis is a matter that has caused a 
gr~at deal of dissatisfaction amongst 
pnmary producers. I am not referring to 
the department to-day, because it was done 
when t~e Liberal .party were in power, but 
I am Simply urgmg the· Minister, when I 
have the opportunity to criticise, to go into 
the matter. I recollect that in my owu 
district a desire was expressed by the settlers 
on a p!ateau called Springbrook Plateau, 
that their stock should be· inoculated against 
tick fever. They thought that the best and 
sure.st way was to get the department to 
do It; and the department did it. What 
waa the result? The whole of their stock 
diecl of blood-poisoning. An inquirv was 
held, and we all know what the result was·. 

[Hon. J. G. Appel. 

'I'he department was exonerated, naturally. 
but the fact remained that the etock died of 
blood-poisoning. 

The SECRETAHY FOR AGRICt:LTUHE: \Vas 
that not during the .administration of the 
late Ministry? 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: I have· said w; and 
I am simply· urging this as one of the reasons 
why the mover of the motion asks that 
something should be done. 

Mr. COLLIKS: You are doubtful of l\lr. 
Bebbington's ~aso. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: I am not. I am 
simply giving reasons why his motion should 
be considered seriously by the House. and 
passed. I remember my own individual 
case. I had a parti<mlarly valuable oow, 
so valuable that I thought I might get 
some good stock from her. I was not sure 
that she was inoculated, and I arranged 
with the department to inoculate her. They 
inoculated her twice, and told me that the 
cow would be absolutely immune six weeks 
or two months after the second inoculation. 
I sent her .away to a sire, and the first 
information I afterwards received about her 
was that she had died of mdwater. Of 
cou!'se, that is a matter for which the 
officer of the department may not )1a ve been 
responsible. In another case which occurred 
in my own electm·,ate, a lot of c-attle were 
inoculated, .and I think about 60 per cent. 
of them died after the inoculation. l simply 
mention these matters to support the pro­
position made by the hon. member for 
Drayton, that the primary producer in 
Queensland has to a great extent lost con­
fidence in the Agricultural Department. \Vt• 
all know that in many instances you get 
seeds from the department which .are sup­
posed to be of a certain class, but which, 
when they come up, are found not to be true 
to nan1c. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTUHE: That io 
an absolutely reckless statement to make. 

HoN. ,J. G. APPEL: I am gJn.d to hear 
the hon. gentleman say so, hut I am only 
mentioning facts. During· the years I was 
at the Home Department, the different insti­
tutions which were under that department 
bred cattle and pigs, and on every occa­
sion we beat the Ag:ricultural Department at 
the principal show in Brisbane. If ever there 
was evidence that there is an absolute neces­
sity to reorganise the Agricultural Depart­
ment, that evidence has been given in abund­
ance this ,afternoon. ·we all know that it is 
useless to expect this motion to be carried, 
but I take advantage of the opportunity to 
urge the Secretary for Agriculture-who I 
honestly believe may try to take an interest 
in the matter alt,hough he knows nothing 
about it-to considt>r the matters which have 
been brought forward for the purpose of 
improving· the operations of the department. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. \V. Lcnnon, Herbert): I mn rather in 
doubt as to whether I should take seriously 
the motion that has been submitted to the 
House, because the mover and seconder of 
it vied with one another in the absurdity and 
incorrectness of their statements. The' hon. 
rr~ember. for Drayton starts off by stating in 
hiS rnotwn-

" That the Agricultural Department. 
baYing departed from the principles and 
objects for which it was established, dis­
courages pro·duction." 

Yet the seconder of the motion finds fault 
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with the department for not having departed 
from its principles and objects, so that I am 
at a loss to know how to reply to both hon. 
members. To prove that we have departed 
from the methods of our predecessors, I may 
sav that we have done everything possible 
to" a'"<ist the m<tll on the land to face the 
drought and the trying times we have passed 
throuo-h of lute and that we have done more 
for th-;, man on' the land than any preceding 
Govcl'nrnent ever did. 

GoYERX}IENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! and 
OPPOSITION dissent. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
I will "ive a summary of the money which 
is being expended entire!_~ in the inte1:est 
of the man on the land. I am not takmg· 
the cost of adn1inistration, but atn giving 
si1nnh· the arnounts spent on instruction and 
oth~r "\wrk for the benefit of the settler. 

The s.t!aries of the instruction staff last yoor 
amounted to £5,791, and for the travelling 
<'xpcnses of those instructors we spent £1,436. 
Oa the " Ao-ricultural Journal" wo spent 
about £1,56f. Will anyone say that that 
journal is not carrwd on fm· the benefit of 
the man on the land? We granted £221 for 
bursaries at the Ag-ricultural College for 
students 1vho have a liking for going on tlw 
land. so that they may be fitted and qualified 
to go on the land. On the printing of pamph­
lets we spent £637. The S'llarics and cost 
of the upkeep of the Agricultural College at 
Gatton amounted to £12,749. 

This is the first titnc ·during nl~' nearly ten 
veurs' attendance in this House that ever 
any suggestion has fallen from any member 
on the other side of th<, House with regard 
to the necessity for a rdorm of that colkge. 
One hon. member who has spoken has been 
in office him~e1£, and yet such a suggestion 
nen'r occurred to him before. He now 
tenders advice. very cheap advice, too. as 
ach·ice from a genthmwn who professes to 
know ,all about agriculture, though he, I 
understand, is a solicitor out of practice. 

vV e also spent on the chemical labora­
tory last year the snm of £2,357. Under the 
Dairy Produce Acts t.he expenditure for last 
vear was £7.952, and under the Diseases in 
PlanL Act the expenditure was £3,624. On 
State farms we spent £9.942. vVe are pre­
pared to give a subsidy for the erection of 
stock dips to the extent of £1 for £1, but 
the owners of stock have not made a verv 
hean claim on that fund. Still we hav~ 
assisted them in that way to the amount of 
£100. Experiments have been carried on at 
vVa!lumbilla for tbe rurposc of sho"ing 
f<trmcrs that some kind of prick!) -pear can 
bo utilised for the maintenance. or, at all 
events, the preservation of stock from death. 
Experiments are being conducted with a view 
to ascertain to what extent such fodder can 
be used for fattening ··tack, also to ascertain 
whether dairy herds can breed and produce 
milk when fed on prickly-pear. Tbese experi­
ments have cost the Agricultural Department 
£1,223 during the pest year, and tbc inquiry 
is not yet completed. Is that expenditure 
likelv to bo of anv benefit to the man on 
the iand? I think "it is. 

Then, we have assisted farmers with seed 
maize. Last year, unfortunately, the weather 
was so dry that it was not considered desir­
able to spend very much money in that 
regard. But we have assisted farmers to the 

extent of £34,501 in supplying them with 
seed wheat, simply on the security of their 
promissory notes. 

An 0PPOSITIO~ l\fEMBER: That was not 
novel. 
. The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
I did not claim that it was novel, but I do 
claim that that was very generous as.sist­
ance-greater a•,.;;istanco than wa:- ever_ g1ven 
them before. I did not say that rt was 
novel. If the hon. member tries to put 
words into my mouth, I will not allow it. 
Although I did not say that it was novel, I 
do say that is was umque. 

vVe provided the farmers with fodder. to 
preserve their ,dairy herds from starvat10n 
to the value of £13,292, and I state hero 
emphatically and without. fear of contradic­
tion that no Government m QueenBland had 
ever done the like before. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: And then you took the 
butter made from the chaff. What is the 
good of doing a good ,deed and then taking 
the butter? 

'I'ho SPEAKER : Order ! 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
We have clone that for the benefit of the 
farmers during the past year, and then these 
loud-mouthed gentlemen ask us what we have 
done. I say we have spent £99,046-or 
nearly £100,'000-for the benefit of the man 
on the land. 

Mr. BEBBINGTOX: It is all useless when 
you seize his produce. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
I do not think I interrupted the hon. mem­
ber who moved the resolution once, though 
I was ccrt<tinly very much amused at h!s 
eccentricities and at the recklessness of hrs 
statem~nts, and I think he should allow me 
to pursue the even tenor of my way without 
interruption. I am not asking for any mercy 
from the hon. member at alL He sai,cl that 
I was sworn to protect the agricultural 
intorr,<ts and that I have broken that trust. 
I think, ''hat I have said, will show_ that I 
have discharged my trust more faithfully 
and with more generosity-if I may use that 
word-than any of my predecessors. ~'l.nd yet 
the hon. gentleman who seconded the silly 
resolution wbich has been submitted to us 
'~ays that I kno\v nothing about agriculture, 
and that I was put into office by the caucus. 

The gentleman who preceded me in office 
had some knowledge of the subject, said this 
retired lawyer. Kow, I will just give the 
names of some of the gentlemen who pre­
ceded me in the office, and ask the hon. 
gentleman to tell me what their special 
qualific->ttions were :-Mr. Barlow; he was a 
banker, and served in the same bank as 
myself. Hon. A. J. Thynne-I think he was 
the first Secretary for Agriculture. He is a 
solicitor, I understand; Mr. Chataway-I 
do not know what he was; Mr. Dalrymple; 
he was a chemist. 

Mr. H. J. RYAN: One of the ''idle rich." 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
Mr. Denham-I do not know that he was a 
farmer; Mr. O'Sullivan was a barrister, and 
is now a judge. Mr. Tolmie was a school 
teacher. 

Hon. J. TOL}IJE: Yes, but he had 
experience of agriculture. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICGLTURE: 
I do not know what a schoolmaster's qualifi­
cations are for filling the office unless it be 

Hon. W. Lennon.] 
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that his knowledge of "training the young 
idea how to shoot " is to be taken as an 
agricultural qualification. I am not casting 
any reflection on the hon. gentleman, but I 
am within my rights in replying to the hon. 
member for Albert, who said that my prede­
c•·ssors had qualifications of a kind that put 
them far and away ahead of my qualifications 
for discharging the duties of the office I 
now occupy. 

The whole trouble arises from the fact 
that the Government have seen fit to control 
the butter bandits of Brisbane. 

Mr. BEBBINGTOX: Xo. You robbed the 
co-operative factories, and not the Brisbane 
Jncrchants. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIGCLTURE: 
C<'rtain butter transactions had been carried 
out-not by my department, but by the Chief 
Se~rotary's Department-which did not give 
satisfaction to the butter agents of Brisbane 
-any more than they gave satisfaction te the 
but.tor producers, or to the gentlemen \Yho 
clmm io reprc·ent them in this Chamber. 
SeYeral deputations waited upon the Pre­
mier. and after some two or three of those 
deputations had addressed him at very great 
length ho agreed, on certain conditions, to 
hand the butter business back to them. The 
understanding arrive·d at was that, if the 
Government would hand back the conduct of 
the bnsineos to the butter agents, they would 
un_derta~e that the people should be sup­
piled w1th butter at the proclaimed price. 

:\1r. BEBBINGTCX: Why should they? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIGCLTURE: 
I am not answering silly conundrums; I am 
stabng facts. 

Mr. MOORE: Vi'hy should they, and rob the 
farmers? 

Mr. LAND : They did not rob the farmers. 
Mr. MoORE: Of course, they did. Whom 

cl,,e could they rob? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
Thereupon that particular phase of the 
butter question came under my control. I 
naturally thought that the proper thing to 
do under su'?h c1rcumstanccs was to prepare 
an un<;Jertalnng and a.sk the gentlemen who 
h!'d g1vo~ a ;erbal undertaking-who had 
g1ven then phghted word-to the Premier 
that they would see that the metropolitan 
area was supplied with butter would be 
willing to attach their signatures 'to a written 
undertaking.- But, no, thev would not sign 
anything. They were prep'ared to say any­
thmg,_ but t!'wy were not prepared to sign 
anythmg. 'Ihey were prepared to say this, 
that, and the other, but when vou ask them 
like honourable men, t; be good enough t~ 
sign thejr names fo it, they say, "~o." 
Some of them even went to the extent of 
repudiating it, saying there was no such 
understanding at all. I am not going to 
produce any sort of evidence of the fact. I 
merely say tha.t that is the opinion of the 
man in the street. EYeryone of the four 
daily papers in Brisbane reported that such 
an understanding had been arrived at be­
tween the Premier and that deputation of 
the representatives of the butter producers. 
That should be sufficient. We know Yerv 
well that the butter producers of Queensland 
are making a great noise through their 
representatives in this House-not for the 
purpose of getting any redress of their 

f ll rw. W. Lennon. 

grieYances, but for the purpose, or in the· 
hope, that they may do some political 
injury to this party. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: You want their money. 
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 

The hon. member admitted in starting that 
he had intended moYing the abolition of the 
Department of Agriculture, and he went on 
to say that he would like not only to abolish 
the Department of c\.griculture but he would 
like to abolish the Government. 

Mr. BEBBIXGTOX: Cert>tinly, for then 
actions. 

The SECRE'I'ARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
And he was supported by the hon. gentleman 
who followed him. Those hon. members have 
seen the green-eyed monster, and they are 
suffering from a sort of hallucinrtion in that 
respect. The hon. member got into such a 
muddle over the shirt question that I think 
he is just as muddled on this que,tion. 

I would like to say that about four months 
ago the hon. member headed a deputation 
which waited upon me in regard to certain 
matters that were likelv to affect the dairv­
ing industry, according to their view, and 
he stated that the dairymen during the recent 
drought had lost 50 per cent. of their dairy 
cows. 

Mr. BEBBD!GTO>i: Some of them. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
The hon. member said that the dairying 
people of Queensland had lost 50 per cent. of 
their cows, and several other members of the 
deputation made the same statement. 

Mr. BEBBIKGTON : Some of them lost 90 per 
cent. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTLRE: 
I have since discovered that the hon. member 
exaggerated things in a most extraordinary 
way. In fact, exaggeration is a habit of his. 
Not knowing the character of the hon. mem­
ber as well then as I do now, I allowed 
myself to be influenced to some extent by 
his statements and the opinions expressed 
by thoso who accompanied him on that depu­
tation. I really believed that possibly the 
dairy herds had been decimated to something 
like the extent claimed by these gentlemen. 
I took charge of the butter business and 
determined that, as the butter bandits-as 
I call them-of Brisbane had broken faith 
with the Government, I would take very 
good care that the people in the metropoli­
tan area should not go short of butter. Con­
•eqnently, I had to arrive at an estimate of 
the quantity of butter that was necessary t{} 
keep in store in Brisbane in order that those 
people should not be unprovided with butter. 

Mr. VoWLES: Why the people in th& 
metropolitan area particularly? 

Mr. LAND: Because they supply the country 
people. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
Yes, when I mention Brisbane I mean 
Queensland, as Brisbane supplies the rest 
of the State. After discussing the mat­
ter with the experts in my depart­
ment, I came to the conclusion that 

we could not afford to let 
[5.30 p.m.] the butter go out of the State, 

and that we must keep at least 
5.000 or 6.000 boxes in Brisbane in case of a 
shortage by reason of the excessive falling 
off that we might reasonably expect during 
the months of June and July. Now, that 
estimate, of course, had to be considered with 
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very great caution, by reason of the state­
ments made by these gentlemen who are so 
fond of exaggerating. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON : Those statements are cor­
rect, and I can bear them out to-day. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
vV e made some allowance in view of the 
fact that we had passed through a disastrous 
drought, and that no doubt there would be 
heavy losses of dairy cattle, and we antici­
pated a big falling off in production. I am 
just trying to show why it is. I do not 
possess prophetic knowledge, I cannot see 
into the futun\ and I cannot tell what the 
priQe of butter will be in London next 
month or the next fortnight, nor can I tell 
what quantity of butter will come into the 
market in Brisbane next month or next 
week; but I tried to protect the people of 
Brisbane by reason of what they have 
suffered from the butter agents. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Of course; you prote,·t 
the people of Brisbane at the expense of the 
producer. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
Under the Control of Trade Act, the butter 
agent who refused to sell butter at the pro­
claimed price, when he had that butter in 
stock, rendered himself liable to a fine of 
£500; and I am very sorry indeed that he 
was not made an example of, and made to 
part up with £500 for breach of the Ltw. 
I want to show the production during the 
year 1916, when it was anticipated that, by 
reason of the very serious drought-which 
some people say was a more serious drought 
than that of 1902, and in the facQ of the 
statements made by those who profess to 
represent the dairying industry--

Mr. BEBBlNGTON: And it was correct. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
That there would be a very great falling off 
in production. I will show the production 
during the weekly periods I have· recently 
named, from 24th June to 19th August, for 
1915 and 1916, respectively. The figures are 
-For the week ended 24th June this year, 
2,423 boxe's, and last year 1,121 boxes; 1st 
July this year 1,301 boxes, and last year 
1,196 boxes; 8th July last year 2, 723 boxes, 
and this year 874 boxes; 15th July this year 
2,448 boxes, and last :1 ear 658 boxeR ; 22nd 
July this year 2.189 boxes, and last year 
848 boxes; 29th ,Tuly this year 2,079 boxes, 
and last ye·ar 457 boxes ; 12th August this 
year 1,691 boxes. and last year 614 ; 19th 
August this year 1,472 boxes, and last year 
710 boxes. By reason of the number of 
cattle alleged to have died in consequence of 
that drought, there should have been a very 
considerable increase in the falling off of 
production, as compared with previous 
years; but instead of that, in every week 
during the whole of the seven weeks I have 
quoted, the butter production for this year 
increased enormously. I am giving that 
information for the purpose of proving that 
we devoted considerable' care to the protec­
tion of the consumers of butter in Brisbane, 
although some people say we would not part 
with the butter as early as some people say 
we should have done. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: It IS pure ignorance 
what you are saying. 

The SECRE'rARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
I stated at the beginning that I consulted 
with the experts of my department-! do not 
profess to have all the knowledge on this 

1916-G 

subject-I consulte-d with the best experts I 
could meet, and we arrived at that decision; 
and if it does not please hon. gentlemen 
opposite I cannot help it, nor do I care 
whether it please's them or not. \Ve are told 
by these peoplR, by the Press, by hon. mem­
bers who have spoken to-day, that I did 
not take prompt action in selling the butter; 
that I missed my opportunity; that thE! 
market broke, and consequently I was left 
stranded in Melbourne without being able to 
get a proper price for the butter. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: H~ar, hear ! 
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 

I have a report here from Mr. Graham, the 
dairy expert. I think everybody in Queens­
land recognises his ability. 

Mr. WALKER: Not as a butter-seller, 
though. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
He sold it better than the hon. gentleman 
would have done. 

Mr. WALKER: Ho may have; I am not a 
butter-seller, either. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
I want to show that the statements made b0 
hon. members in this House and outside, 
that I missed my opportunity, that I did 
not rush the butte'r clown, are incorrect. I 
want it to be borne in mind that I had to 
keep butter here to make provision against 
the probable shortage by reason of the great 
decimation of the herds followed by the usual 
reduc.tion that occurs at this time of the 
year. 

Mr. "\VALKER : Y on need not have kept 
20,000 boxes. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
I did not keep 20,000 boxes; I kept 6,000 
boxes. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: You did the whole thing 
in the interests of the people of Brisbane. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
I am advised l:iy Mr. Graham. who has just 
returned. from Melbourne, as follows:-

" The actual arrivals of the butters 
from New Zealand indicate that negotia­
tions for the introduction of these butters 
were completed at a date prior to the 
purchase of butter of Queensland origin 
by the Queensland Government." 

Mr. STEVEKS: Because you would not let 
us export it before. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRH'L'L TURE: 
Hon. members opposite, who arc continually 
interrupting, are not sticking to facts at all. 
There were only a few thousand boxes of 
butter in store at this time-there were not 
20.000 boxPs then. It was only five days 
after I took charge of the department that 
I set to work and made inquiries all over 
Anstralia to see if I could place the butter, 
and yet I am charged with holding on too 
long. not taking prompt action to soli it. but 
the facts I am trying to give to the House 
will prove that they are making absolute mis­
statements and do not know what they are 
talking about. 

Mr. Graham says-
" Before any serious attempt was made 

to dispose of the butter it was evident 
h·om the tone of the Press notices that 
an effort was being m a de to depress the 
sale of the butter. The butters were re­
ferred to as being portion of aged stocks, 
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and it was reported that in addition to 
the 2,000 boxes landed in Melbourne a 
!nrther quantity of 6,00,0 boxes was offer­
Ing. 

Those are the statements of the Press. 
Then-

" Soon after the advent of Queensland 
butter in Melbourne the market there 
was generously supplied with butters 
from New South Wules, and the weekly 
productiOn of butter in Victoria was 
speedily increasing." 

Now, mark that the New ZGaland butter 
w,as ordered and was on the way before I 
took charge of this particular butter, and 
after sendmg telegrams to the various States 
of Australia, except Tasmania, asking them 
to buy butter, telling them that we held large 
stocks, 'and asking the various Departments 
of Agriculture to be good enough to make 
that fact publicly known in their St<Ltcs <1nd 
to say that wo wore sellers of butter. That 
was done five days ,after I took possession 
of the butter, <1nd yet I am charged that I 
did not take prompt ,action and missed mv 
opportunity. Now, between 20th July .and 
14th August, over 4,000 boxes of Queensl-and 
butter were sold, and it is doubtful whether 
from this report of Mr. Graham, such a larg~ 
quantity of Queensland butter had ever been 
disposed of previously on the Victorian mar­
ket in a similar space of time. Never before, 
in the opinion of Mr. Graham, has so much 
Quecmlond butter been sold in Melbourne 
as during that time, but I am charged with 
neglect of duty and incompetence and want 
of action and vigour in trying to place the 
butter. I want to quote some further fi~ures. 
I want to show that I did not let the o grass 
grow under my feet in the matter of placing 
the butter. 

Mr. STEVEli'S: Why didn't you ,uccept the 
offers which wore made to you? 

Mr. \YALKER: Why didn't you let the hon. 
member for Oxley sell it? 

Mr. BEBBIXGTON: He could hm·e got 200s. 
per cwt. for it if you had let him sell it. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
He could not have ·done anything of the sort. 
I was not asked by the hon. member for 
Oxlcv to let him sell the butter. I was asked 
by ~ gn:at number of other agents to !et 
them sell the butter, but I may say that 
after my recent experience of these <Lgents 
I was not going to trust them to sell the 
butter. and I determined to sell the butter 
mysell. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: And you bungled it. 

Mr. T. L. JoNES: And you are selling it 
to-day to one of thosG very agents you refer 
to. 

0PPOS!TlON MEMBERS : Ah, ah [ 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
Yes, I sold some butter yesterday and also 
some days ago. I have sold some parcels of 
butter to those men. 

Mr. WALKER : To the men you don't trust? 

Mr. BEBBINGTO}! : I would rather trust the 
agents than you. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
I cannot help that. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: The agents are more 
honest than the Government. 

[Hon. W. Lennor,. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
When I took charge of the butter I did so 
beoa use the butter agents had practically 
failed to supply the people, but they are now 
supplying the people. They find that if they 
are convicted under the Control of Trade Act 
that they will not be let off so lightly for a 
second offence as they were for the first 
offence, and they will probably be called 
upon to pay a fine of £500. However, they 
are supplying local requirements in Bris­
bane, and although I have my butter experts 
in Brisbane and Melbourne willing to sell 
as much as they can, the only customer I 
have for the butter is the much despised 
agent referred to by the hon, member for 
Oxley. I have to sell the butter to those 
who are prepared to buy. 

Mr. VoWLES: Very lame. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
Not half as lame as some of the statements 
made on your side of the House. Without 
mentioning any of the names, I want to quote 
briefly a number of offers which I have had 
for butter. I may say that after inquiry in 
the various States we ascertained that butter 
was at a very low price in Sydney by reason 
of the fact that the Government had control 
oi the butter there and kept the price down 
to 144s. per cwt., and the consumers of 
Sydney received the benefit of that pro­
claimed price. In Melbourne, however, owing 
to the scarcity of butter, the price was 
higher, and we had information that the 
Melbourne price was 200s. per cwt. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: So it was. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
\Ve then made inquiries from some of the 
butter merchants. \V e did not say we would 
sell our butter for 199s. or 185s. or 125s, per 
cwt., but we telegraphed to them to make 
an offer for 5,000 boxes of butter or any 
portion of that number. They could have 
an1Let1 for 50, 100, 500, or the whole 5,000 
boxes. On the very day that the official 
advice came to us that the price in Mel­
bom·ne for first-grade butter was 200s. per 
cwt. we got an offer from one of these butter 
agents for 125s. per owt, 

Mr. BEBBINGTO;o;r: But you were selling 
stolen goods. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
I did not sell the butter at the price offered 
to me. It was a ridiculous offer, and if I 
had accepted it I would have come in for 
some more severe castigation that I have re­
ceived to-day, if I can so regard the twaddle 
which has come from the other side this 
afternoon. 

Hon. J. TOLMIE: Didn't you try to get at 
their customers in \Vestern Australia'! 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
No. I will give you all the facts directly. 

1ir. STEVEKS: Yes, let us have them. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
If you will only give me time I will, but I 
am not going to do it at the command of the 
hon. gentleman. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: We command you, then. 
(Laughter.) 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
The butter was taken charge of by me on 
the 21st of June, and on the following day, 
the 22nd June, we received an offer of 175s. 
per cwt., less 2 per cent., for 1,000 firsts. 
On the day that I took charge of the butter 
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I stated plainly that I was not selling butter. 
I was conserving the stocks of butter to pro­
tect the people of Brisbane, as that was 
necessary. I refused to accept that offer of 
175s. On the 24th of June I received a 
further offer from the same source stating 
that the original offer of 175s. was a mistake, 
and that the offer should have been 185s., 
and was still open for 500 boxes. I replied 
that I was not yet prepared to sell. The 
local requirements had not then been esti­
mated, and I would not accept that offer. 
On the 30th June I had offers of 185s. for 
firsts and 175s. for seconds. This offer was 
afterwards withdrawn on the ground that 
we were interfering with this person's busi­
ness in offering butter to his customers in 
Western Australia. 

Mr. STEVENS: Was that not true? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : 
No, it was not. We asked the Government 
to spread the news-the glad news, I may 
say-that the Queensland Government had 
butter for sale. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON ; Stolen butter. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
No. \Ve asked the Government to spread 
the news that we had butter for sa!B, and 
:hat we wanted a decent price for it. That 
offer that was made to us on the 30th .June 
was withdrawn, because it was stated that 
we were interfBring with his customers. \Ve 
did not go to any single individual, but we 
told the Government that we were prepared 
to sell butter. The hon. gentleman makes a 
mistake when he savs that we stole the but­
ter. \Ve did not do so. We bought the 
butter and paid for it. The hon. gentleman 
talks as though we did not pay for it. We 
put something like £60.000 into that busi­
ness, and some of it we have got back. We 
notified the other GovBrnments that we had 
butter for sale, but when we found that 
concerted action was being taken against us, 
we thought we would take the butter to 
Melbourne ourselves and sell it there. I con­
sider that I would have been quite justified 
in opening a shop in Melbourne and seiling 
the butter retail by the pound there if I 
had so desired, but I did not do that. I 
sent Mr. Graham down to MBlbourne, and 
he was followed by 2,000 boxes of butter, with 
instructions io get the best price he could 
for the butter. He found a combination 
against him in Melbourne, and he has fur­
nished Press notices in proof of his state­
ment. The Minister for Education was pre­
sent at the sale of butter in Melbourne, and 
he could see that there was a combination to 
reduce the value of our butter. Mr. Tudor, 
the Federal MinistBr for Customs, was also 
there, and ho expressed the opinion that it 
was perfectly evident that there was a com­
bination there. I have never yet said myself 
that there was a combination there, but 
there were very suspicious circumstances 
pointing in that direction. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: \Vas the butter not 
inferior through being kept so long? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
No. I want to nmd some. more of these 
quotations. On the 13th July, whilst we 
had this butter in Melbourne, and whilst we 
had a representative there willing to sell it, 
we recPived a telegram from a butter agent 
asking what price we wanted for the butter. 
'We were offered 116s. per cwt., hut I did 
nQt accept it. \Ve had other offers, some-

times higher, sometimes lower, but they were 
ridiculous offers, and we had to turn them 
down. We went on with these negotiations, 
and we have sold parcels of butter locally. 

And that reminds me that I want to reply 
to the question that was put with great 
solemnitv and with great deliberation, 
although those characteristics are quite 
foreign to the hon. member who used them. 
He asked me if I had any butter in store 
branded as first-grade butter which had been 
altered by our department. To that question 
I say "Yes, it has been done." And I say 
it is not the first time it has been done, nor 
is it likely to be the last time it is likely to 
be done. That butter was stored before I 
had anything to do with it. The butter 
agents are not supplying the people, and 
I could not possibly ship the butter awa:y, 
and it is held in store. When butter Is 
stored, everyone knows it deteriora~es, an~ 
it has been done before, and we will do It 
again if the necessity arises. 

J\lr. BEBBIKGTON : \V as it examined? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
Yes it was examined. Our Dairy Expert 
wedt down and examined it, and I author­
ised him, if he thought proper, to regrade 
the butter. \VB had another reason to see 
that it was done. \V e know very well at the 
present time from the advices I have reCBived 
that the butter market in London is buoyant, 
and we thought we would like to gBt some 
of our butter there during a continuation of 
that buoyancy, and we have no l?o~·mission 
to ship first-grade butter. The l\hmster for 
Customs who has control of that matter, 
will not vet lift the embargo against the 
exnort of 'butter beyond the confines of the 
c;mmonwealth, and we know we could get 
a higher price in London for second-grade 
butter than we can get in _\.ustralia for first 
grade. And because I am availing myself 
of that opportunity and trying to get for 
the producers a higher price than they could 
get by any other means, I am blamed .. They 
do not know how much good I am trymg to 
do them. They thought they had a. trump 
card with which to knock me out m that 
matter, and I sav it has been done entirely 
in their own interests-not for the purpose 
of doing anybody any wrong, but to get every 
possible penny I could for the butter I ha:oe 
in store there which was bought and paid 
for at the rate of 140s. 

Coming back to the point I . 'vas 
diverted from bv these contmuous mter­
ruptions from thB other side, I had 
to go suddenlv to Melbourne to attend a 
conference, an:d just having received one 
offer for butter, I left instructions in the 
office that they should await the resul~ of 
the inquiry we had made in the varwus 
States to see if it was possible for us to 
elicit anv offers in those quarters that we 
might accept in the interests of t_he butter 
producers in Queensland, and I saJ.d, should 
anv such offers come from outside the State 
of' Queensland, you are at once to sei;d 
telephone messages to the buttBr agents m 
Brisbane saying we have offers for butter 
outside of Queensland, "\Vhat price are you 
prepared to offer?" That shows that I was 
trying to do the best I could. I was not 
going to give the men away who '?ffered me 
a certain price in \Vestern Australia or Syd­
ney, but I thought the local butter agent. 
who lives by the butter produced here-and 
I might say lives in considerable comfort­
should have an equal opportunity with those 
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outside the State. I do not find any fault 
with him on that account, but I thought I 
would show him that consideration that I 
would not accept offers without giving him a 
chance as well. If they did better, they would 
got the business, and if they did not do as well 
as the man in IV est ern Australia or in anv 
other State, they would not get the business. 
I ask any sensible man, was not that a sane, 
business-like. common-sense, and just view 
for me to take'( Of course, everybody knows 
it was. \Ve know that seconds are permitted 
to be shipped, but I only knew that yester­
day. I am not gifted with prophetic know­
ledge~I havP no prescient knowledge of 
what will happen the day after to-morrow, 
and yesterday I sold a considerable parcel 
of second-grad.e butter. 

:!\1r. STEVENS: Did you invite tenders for 
that? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
No, I did not invite tenders for it. I have 
never invited tenders yet. It is a matter of 
common knowledge that I am the only 
butter-seller in Brisbane. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: And you could not sell. 
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 

And consequently, being the only holder of 
butter for sale~I ask any co'mmon-sense 
man if there was any pe1·son who held any 
commodity for Eale, who'n he was known 
to be the only holder-would not the buver 
Pome and sa;,, " I want to buy some of this 
produce you are holding " ? That has been 
the case. It has been going on qonstantly. 
There have· been occasional daily interrup­
tions, but hardly a day has passed that 
people did not come in to negotiate for 
butter. I was the butter man of Queens land 
for the time being, and they had to come to 
me because they could not get butter any­
where else. \Vhat is all this nonsense over 
there? Cannot they listen to common sense 
and reason? 

Hon . • T. TOL:I1:IE : We want to know why you 
are using the trade name· of all these butter 
factories if you are the only seller. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
What particular name are you talking about? 
I have never mentioned one name. 

Hon. ,T. TOLMIE : You are selling first-class 
butter as second-class butter. 

The SEI'RETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
What butter? 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: The Kingston brand­
Kingston brand. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
Do keep cool. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: Keep cool; keep cool! 
Don't get excited. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
You have mentioned Kingston butter. I 
have not mentioned any butter, nor any 
name, but some of the Kingston butter, 
since the hon. member has mentioned the 
name, was classed as wood-tainted. Is that 
the butter you are referring to? That was 
agreed to by the butter experts in Mel­
bourne. C'\ot only our own butter expert 
but othe'r butter experts agreed that it 
was wood-tainted. Wood-taint mav be im­
parted by using wood green or not- properly 
seasoned, and if you happen to hold that 
butter back and not sell it, it will not 
improve by keeping, and consequently it has 
to be sold at a lower price· than other butter. 

[Hon. W. Lennon. 

That is not my fault. I am not defe,nding 
that. I am merely stating a fact, and it 
was no fault of mine that that butter be­
came wood-tainted; but it would have been 
a fault of mine if I had held the butter 
and refused to accept a reasonable price 
for it. It has also been stated that we sold 
butter yesterday. Of course we sold butter 
yesterday, and the day before, and last week. 

Mr. VowLES: You are doing quite a big 
business. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
You will get the facts if you wait a few 
moments. We arc trying to sell butter all 
the time, and very likely I will bo blamed 
to-morrow or the next day that I did not 
get a higher price for the second grade; 
but if I had not sold it I would have been 
blamed also, so that it does not really matter. 

There is no commodity that I know of in 
our agricultural products that is so variable 
in price as is butter. Look at th€) qu~ta­
tions from London. You find them JUmpmg 
up 10s. to-day and down 15s. to-morrow, and 
so on; and I do not think that any person, 
no matter how clever he may be, can pos­
sibly be possessed of knowledge of what 
the price of butter will be next week or 
next month; .and consequently, when I 
received the best dffer I have yet obtained 
from anybody, yesterday or the day before, 
for a large parcel of butter, I decided to 
accept it and I did accept it. I put rt to 
any com~on-sense, fair-minded man, if he 
has been ,dealing in any commodity very 
largely and has acquired large stocks, and 
a whol~ lot of people criticising his actions 
all round the country, telling him he does 
not know what he is doing and the market 
is so peculiar~he does not know what will 
happen if he clings on doggedly to a very 
large parcel of butter-if he gets a reason­
able offer for a large parcel, is he not wise 
and sensible if he accepts that offer and 
reduces the possible danger and 1·isk on the 
balance? At all events, I am quite prepared 
to let some person share my risk, and I 
think this a very much wiser thing than 
clinging to it tenaciously, day. after daJ:, 
until too late, and find yourself m the posi­
tion that you cannot possibly realise' on your 
butter and then get all these gentlemen 
who c~me from agricultural districts laugh­
ing at you, and saying, " What a blunder 
you made because you did not take that 
price." 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: So you did. 

The SPEAKER : Order, order ! 
Mr. BEBBINGTON : So you did ; SO you did. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! I must ask hon. 
members to obey my call to order, and not 
take advantage of the fact that the House 
is about to adjourn. I will take action to 
deal with hon. members who attempt to 
take advantage of such an opportumty. 

At 7 o'clod the House, in accordance trith 
s, '<sional Order. pTOcecrlul with Gorernment 
businrHs. 

ADDRESS IN REPLY. 
RESl'~iPTION OF DEBATE. 

* Hox. J. TOLMIE, who on rising was 
greeted with Opposition "Hear, hears." said: 
Mr. Spcaker,~Following the usual practice 
on an ocoa.sion such as this, I desire to con­
::-ratulate the hon. member for Fortitude 
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~V alley on 1naking his initiatory speech in 
this Chamber. In doing so, he has set forth 
the vim~.s of his party in a way that I think 
must commend him to the party. He has 
certainly endeavoured to put the best possible 
f'Onstruction on the case "'\vhi-ch the Govern­
ment have to present. It does not neces­
sarily follow that I am in accord with the 
sentiments expresoed by th0 hon. member. 
but I mav say that one sentence arrested 
nl) attcllhon t%·hen .he \vas speaking, and I 
am sure it must have arrested the attention 
of most hon. members in this Chamber. In 
dealing with the agricultural industr:;·, he 
said that the agricultural districts had felt 
the strain of the late drought. That was a 
eentiment with \vhich we can all agree. It 
is unquestionably a fact that during the last 
four or live years the agricultural districts 
ef Quccmsland have been suffering very much 
from the \rant of rainfall at the proper time. 
Each vea r has intensified the condition until 
the bi·e>tk up of the drought early in the 
present year. or at the end of last year~ But 
prior to that agriculturists h1d ·suffered 
very much indeed from the effects of droug-ht. 
There \V::lA a groat strain on then1 because 
of it. and we can all heartily endorse that 
sentiment of the hon. member; but I think 
that tl:e people of Queensland. in addition 
to endorsing- that sentiment, will look beyond 
t.0 sec if there is not something more than 
that which has boon a strain on the agri­
culturists of Quc.ensland, on the producers of 
this State. And I, in common with others. 
am <:onfirn1cd in the opinion that. notwith~ 
Jtanding the strain of the drought in the 
agricultural districts, the strain of the ad­
lninistration and legislation of the Labour 
party hus been infini tcly '\ orse. 

0PPOSITIO:-< MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Hox. J. TOLMIE: That is the sentiment 
wl1ich I i hink is felt by most of the people 
of Queensland to-day. ·whatover may huyc 
been their fee1ing in regard to the Labour 
party t·wclve n1onths ago, whatever may haye 
been their attitude to;vards the Liberul nartY 
then~ there ::occ1ns to be a consensus of o[Jlnio~ 
that the ch'!n!Se has not been for the good. 
I cannot endorse the conclusion that has been 
aniyod at be· the proposer and seconder of 
thP Add re ~3 in Re ph. Rather aru I in 
unison with the conclusion which the out­
side public haYe drawn-that the prcoent 
GoYPrnrnent has been a signal £allure ad­
nlinistrativel:v and lcgislativcly~and I pro-

ill th0 time allotted to me to show that 
st.atPmGnts I made arc c~l]Jablr· of being· 

sustained by proof, and to adduce that proof. 
I lJ.ayo said that the public have come to 

3otne ddlnite conclw;ions regarding the Th1inis­
try tbat j_s now occupying the Trea.-:ury 
bcnchP', and in the public mind that Ministry 
is charged with 1noral cowardice, \Yhich ij tho 
lcpros,· of public life. It is a strong stntc­
Jnent to 1nakc, and I intend to prove that 
statement right up to the hilt. 

The PnEmER: That is the first count in the 
indictment. 

Ho:-~ .• J. TOLMIE: It has also f:tilcd in the 
l''?dcmption of the promises made to the 
Plertors of Queensland when the party went 
before the electors of this State <1.nd askecl 
them to return them to the position they 
oceupy now. After being some months in 
power, v:hcn P<ulinT"lent met last '.-ear, they 
asked for further time; fhev asked that the·; 
might not be judged on' what they had 
succeeded in accomplishing during- the few 

months they had then been in office. They 
have now ha·d nearly a year ,and a-half, and 
it is time to look for some definite results 
from them. They eannot now complain that 
they have not had an opportunity of learning 
what the conditions of Queensland are-that 
they have not had time to grasp all the facts in 
connection with the administration of all the 
offices of this State. That opportunity, that 
time, has been fully given to them, and the 
public are now demanding some definite 
results, good results, frotn the achninistration 
of tho Labour party, and they have not been 
given to them. 

.\rising out of the two charges that I have 
made, that they have been g-uilty of moral 
cowardice and that thcv have failed to re­
deem the promises they" made to the people. 
there is the third set of circumstances, and 
that is that the Government have lost the 
confidence of the general public; not only, 
may I say, the confidence of the general 
public, but also the confidence of its sup­
porters as well, as can be demonstm ted from 
the events of the past twelve months. The0 
stand chHrgod with bad administration and 
ineptitude, and extran1gance of perhaps the 
worst kind. 

I have told you that this Government can 
be charged with moral cowardice, and in re­
gard tl1 that I want to point out the indis­
position which the GoYernment hn\'e evinced 
to face public questions of great mornent, 
11ublic questions that ,are agitating the 1nind8 
of the pcDple of Queensland to-dav, questions 
which have been sheh~e,cJ bv the Government, 
or questions which they have tried to avoid 
answering by any means that they could 
adopt. vVe all knDW that thore is a ques­
tion that is to-day agitating the minds Df the 
people of Queensland, that bulks largely in 
their thoughb to-clac -that is, the question 
of early closing-. 

:Mr. H. L. HARTLEY: Is that a great ques­
tion? 

Hox. J. TOLC>fiE: It is a g-reat question. 
It is tho people's question, and any ques· 
tion that is the people's question must be a 
great qnestion, n1ust be a C]_ur--.;tion of sorno 
n1oment to a democratic GoYernment or to 
a Government that claims to be democratic. 
At any rate, it is a question that should )'o 
of g-reat moment to the Labour party. Dut 
I say that the Government arll endeavouring 
to eYade that question as -rnuch as th0y 
possibly can. The public opinion of the 
whole of the Commonwealth is made up on 
this matter to-dav. The public mind in Aus­
tralia knows exactly what it desires. 
Throughout the whole" of the Commonwealth 
this quest,ion has received the attention of 
the people, and in quite a number of States 
-in fact in all the States except Queensland 
-definite action has been taken in regard 
to it. The public of the Commonwealth 
r~cognise to-day that such legislation is only 
for a certain specified time, but that it is 
essential that. there should be early closing of 
hotels. They say that we should ha,:e early 
closing for the purpose of protectmg the 
morale of our soldiers. It does not follow 
from that that our soldiers arc an:· worse 
than other citizens in regard to the matters 
involveLl in this question of early closing. 
'l'here are other citizens who are worse than 
any of the soldiers in that respect,. but the 
public recognise that every protection . pos­
sible should be thrown ronnel our soldwrs; 
they recognise that those men are doing_ a 
great work for Queensland, for Austr<1ha, 
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and for the whole Empire, and that it is our 
duty to protect them in whatsoever way we 
can protect them. 

and ars balancing between two parties in 
the State-the liquor party and the tem­
perance party. 

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER : Why not make 
it a non-party question 1 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: We know the effect 
that alcohol has on the nervous system, and 
that it has a destructive influence on our 
efforts to build up our soldiers before WP 

send them on active service. vV e desire to 
send them as perfect types of manhood; we 
are training them to bring out the best 
qualities in them, mental and physical, and 
we want to have them so built up before the_,. 
leave Queensland that they will be in a 
position to acquit themselves with credit 
when they enter into the actual conflict. And 
in order to do that we need to strengthen 
their nervous system as much as we possibly 
can, and to do nothing that will tend to 
break down that nervous system. Those are 
the reasons which are animating the men and 
women of the State who are asking for 
the early closing of hotels. There are thou­
sands of them who do not believe in the prin­
ciples of total abstinence, but who are very 
strong on this point-that until the expira­
tion of the war early closing should be 
adopted, and that question should be faced 
courageously by the Government. There 
are two ways in which the Government may 
face the question in a manner that would be 
satisfactory to the people. vVe are corn­
potent in this Chamber to pass the n'.'cess~ry 
legislation. We know what the public mmd 
of Australia is on this subject. 

:Hr. MAY: What is it? 

HoN. J. TOL:'HIE: That there should be 
early closing. That is the public mind 
throughout Australia wherever a referendum 
has been taken vVe are capable of taking 
action in that direction without anc· referen­
dum whatsoever. The Federal Government, 
recognising the importance of this question, 
intervened themselves in New South Wale3, 
and fixed the hour for the closing of hotels. 
regarding it as their. duty to the soldier 
whom they were sendmg out of the count''Y 
to take that action. 'I'ho Government of 
this State will haye the public opinion d 
Australia behind them if thev choose to 
deal with the question, but t hei: ha vo madG 
no attompt to deal with it in the direction 
I haYe suggested. Another way in which 
they might deal with it is to bring down a 
small resolution asking the House to atfirm 
that a referendum should be taken rPl th•e 
question. Such a motion conlrl bo p'lt 
through this Chamber in one day, just as 
easily as other legislation is pu.t throuf!h 
the House in one day, and the p0oplo wndrl 
then have an opportunity of giving ex­
pression to their wilL But do tho Gowrn­
ment sei?.e either of those opportunities for 
dealinoo with this matter? Far from it. 
They try to cover it up, and tell those who 
are seeking a referendum t~at they Will 
pass a general Referendum Bill--

GoVER~Th!ENT ME:MBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. McPHAIL: What proof have you of 
that? 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: The same proof as I 
have of the hon. member's relation to the 
public servants. The Government have been 
asked by not one but two large deputations 
to 'introduce a straight-out referendum 
measure dealing with this question. In the 
first case the Premier, and in the second 
case the Acting Premier in his absence, 
told the deputation that the Government are 
prepared to introduce, a general Referendum 
Bill-that is, that they are prepared to 
balance between the liquor party and the 
temperance party. They are prepared to 
say to the temperance party, " Look, _we are 
willing to o-ive you a Referendum Brll, but 
somebody else has thrown it out " ; and they 
are prepared to say to the liquor party, 
"vVell, we did the best we could for you; 
we mixed up this question with other ques­
tions, in such a way that there was every 
possibilit-y that it would be thrown out." 

Mr. T. L. JONES: Do you say it is going 
to be thrown out? 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: The Government can 
say to the liquor party, "vVe are mixing 
this question with others in such a way that 
we are giving you every 12ossible ch,once "_: 
but if thev can succeed m carrymg their 
general Referendum Bill they will not care 
a scrap for the liquor party o1· the tem­
perance party. 

'I'he PREMIER: Do you object to a general 
referendum? 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: I do. The Govern­
ment are at present balancing between the 
two parties I have mentioned, so that they 
will be in a position to say to the one, "The 
House refused to give a general referen­
dum," and to the other, "vVell, we cannot 
help it; the general referendum was carried; 
it ,-as part of our policy; you will have to 
go to the wall; but we are very sorry for 
it." That is how it appears on the surface. 
The GovE·rnment are asking that a, general 
Referendum Bill should be carried. Ne 
persons know better than the hon. gentle­
men on the Treasurv bench that such a 
measure will be an amendment of the Con­
stitution and that as such His Excellency 
the Gov~rnor cannot give his assent to it­
that it w-ill have to be sent home, and that 
it will probably be thrown out. 

Mr. KIRWAN: What rot! 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: In the hope that tho 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: I am speaking of what 
I know. A general Referendum Bill will be 
an amendment of the Constitution Act, and 
it will be necessary to reserve it and send 
it home for the Royal assent. It may take 
twelve months to get the Royal assent-som_e­
times it takes two ye'ftrs: so that the B1!l 
may not be assented to before the war IS 
over. That is the way hon. gentlemen oppo­
site are deFLling with the question of early 
closing, and for that re'ason I acc:.'s~ thc,m 
of moral cowardice. Instead of g1 "''?g tne 
people what they want, they_ are trywg to 
deprive them of it by a side Issue. "Gpper House will throw out that BilL 

GovEnN>IENT }'!:E?>mERS: No, no ! 
Mr. GILLIES: That is not a fair statement. 
Jlilr. KIRWAN: You say, "Trust the people," 

but your friends next door do not trust them. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: The Government in 
this matter are ~bowing moral cowardice, 

[Hon. J. Tolmie. 

The PREMIER: An ordinary refer::nd~Im is 
jnst ,as muQh a change of the Const1tutwn. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: That is not so. 

HoN. J. TOL:MIE : I come now_ to a sec'?nd 
very i1nportant qnr:stion \vhich 1~ ag1tat~ng 
the public mind. This is a questiOn dealing 
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with the war. If you take up the Governor's 
Speech you find almost every paragraph 
makes some reference to the war-something 
that the Government have done, something 
that individual members of the Government 
have done, something that they propose to do 
in connection with the war. Last year 
whenever the question of the war came up, 
we were told with bated breath, "You must 
not say a word in connection with it because 
it is going to spoil recruiting," or "It is 
going to interfere with the prosecution of 
the war in some way or other." If the word 
" war" was mcntinned, one of the Cabinet 
Ministers would arise in his place and say, 
"Whist, the bogey man!" (Laughter.) We 
were young in the war in those days, and, 
perhaps, ·we were timorous, and \Ye ·were 
afraid of the bogey man; but we have seen 
how this war has grown upon the people; 
we have seen how it is eating into their very 
vital~. 

Mr. FoLEY: Why don't you stop it, Major? 
(Government laughter.) 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: We realise that every 
effort must be put forth in order to stop the 
war just in the same way as the electors of 
Townsville realise that they are going to 
stop the hon. member baYing a seat in this 
Chamber. (Laughter.) 

Mr. PETERSON: Brennan will shove you 
out. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE : There has grown up 
in the public mind a demand that the whole 
of the utili ties of this country shall be used 
in the interests. _o~ terminating the war, 
whether those utrhties be human or whether 
they be material. That is the question that 
is agitating· the public mind to-day-that 
there shall be universal service-which means 
the adaptation of every man and every 
material to his or its best use in connection 
with this war-that there shall be a proper 
co-ordination in relation to it so that each 
person shall be called upon to 'do that which 
he is best fitted to perform, and that even­
thing we possess shall be emploved in its 
proper place. This question has been grow­
ing stronger day by day in the public mind. 
"\Ve have seen the leading statesman of Aus­
tralia-thc Prime Minist,,r of the Common­
wealth-forsake the principles of " lifetime 
in relation to this matter. We ha vo read 
where he has declaimed, not only here but 
oversea, upon this question. We have seen 
public men in all the States of the Common­
Wh,Jth gather round him and offer him 
their very best services. 

Mr. GrLL!ES: Mostly Tories. 

Hon. J. G. ArPEL: ="o-his mvn Labour 
men. 

Ilfr. COLLIKS: "\Vhat rot! 

Hox. J. 'l'OLMIE: To-night he is. per­
haps, treading the path to his own political 
Gethsemane. I believe that at this very 
moment he is right in the very midst of it. 
And we find the leading men of Australia 
all around him. 'IV e find a man like Sir 
William Irvine saying, "I am prepared to 
stand by the Prime Minister of Australia in 
the action which he has taken in regard to 
this matte1:." 

Mr. PoLLOCK: Why don't you give it its 
proper name? 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: Only the other night 
two such leading men in the Labour party as 
Mr. Meagher and Mr. Holman met at a 

banquet at which Mr. Hughes was present. 
You know the relationship that is supposed 
to exist between those two men-each the 
leader of a section of the Labour party, each 
feeling strong in himself. But they sink 
their personal differences and stand side by 
side in connection with this movement. 

Mr. POLLOCK: More shame to them. 

Hox. J. TOLMIE: The more shame, say 
you? 

Mr. POLLOCK: Yes. 
Mr. BEBBINGTON: Go to Germany. 
Mr. POLWCK: They would not have you 

there. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE : Mr. Meagher said, 
speaking of Mr. Hughes, " If he is prepared 
to follow the light we are prepared to 
follow him." And Mr. Holman said, "I 
say, tell us what Australia is to do to be 
worthy, at your own time, in your own 
manner, when you please, and how you 
please. You set the task for Australia to 
perform, and democracy will rally round 
and will never flinch until the task has been 
completed." How does the attitude of those 
men contrast with the attitude of the present 
Government of Queensland? Where do they 
stand in regard to this movement? They 
talk in this Speech that I hold in my hand 
very giibly about the war and what they 
have done. There is a passage there which, 
if it means anything, means everything; and 
yet the actions of the Government, with the 
exception of a few members, are very dif­
ferent to what is implied by that passage. 
I am not going to include every member on 
the other side. There arc men there who 
are as strong on this point as I am ; there 
are men there who are stronger, for the 
simple reason that they have their sons at 
the front. So in what I am saying I am not 
dealing with all the men sitting opposite. 
But I ask the question : Where are the Go­
vernment in this crisis? Are they strengthen­
ing the hands of Mr. Hughes in his endeav­
ours to secure universal service for the 
Empire? 

A GOVERN11EKT MEMTIER: Has he said that? 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: I ask that auestion for 
the reason that in n1y O\Yn city of Too­
woomba nearly a fortnight ago, a meeting 
''"as held to which an invitation was extended 
to the Acting Premier of the State, and, 
failing him, to some other member of the 
Ministry, to come to that meeting and show 
by their presence that they were heart and 
soul with the moven1ent that was contin­
entally vvide. The Acting J?rmnicr -wired 
back that he could not come, and that, if 
those who were holding the meeting wanted 
the assif.tance of any other l\i(inistC'rs, they 

·must approach those other Ministers iiJdi­
Yidually. 

The TREASURER: Hear, hear ! 

Hox. J. TOL:MIE: The public can only 
place one construction upon that. The man 
vdw holds the Dosition of Premier of a 
State holds the >vhole of his Ministerc, as it 
were, in his hands. If he has the proper 
direction of affairs, he is there for the pur­
pose of tolling his colleagues how they can 
best render service to the State, and, when 
the people of the second city of the State 
ask for the presence of a Minister at a public 
meeting, then they have a right to demand 
that the Premier shall show them some 
courtesy and some attention, and not tell 
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thtm, " I am not going myself, and, so far 
as my colleagues are concerned, you can ask 
all round until you can find one ready to 
go." 

Nfr. KIRWAN: You are not so fond of 
getting iVfinisters always as you were on 
that occasion. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE : It was a meeting for 
the purpose of strengthening the hands of 
the Prime Minister of Au,tralia in the dutv 
which he is called upon to perform at the 
present moment. iVlinisters showed their 
cowardice on that occasion. Is it because 
that at a m0cting held at Townsville a few 
daJ:S pnn·iomly they took up an antagonistic 
attitude on this question? This is how that 
meeting is report<'d in the Press~ 

" Three hundred members of the Aus­
tralian Ivreat Emplovoes' Union met in 
a public meeting to-day to protest against 
conscription. Mr._ Anthony Ogde11. 
secretary of the umon, was not present. 
Mr. Kearnoy, a union official, said the 
Labour party had been panicky since the 
war. The men would have an oppor­
tunity o£ dealing out 'stoush ' to the 
Federal Government, and when the op­
portumty came the_y would put the two 
S_ta to me m hers for Townsville in their 
right place. 

"Mr. Dare urgc:d that there should be 
< onscription of wealth before men were 
conscripted. 
. ":)1r. Neilson objected to a 'parasite' 

hke> Mr. Hugh~s pushing conscription on 
them. They should knock out parasites 
hkc :Mr. Hughes and put in the indus­
trialists. 

"Mr. Crawford s!'id the Ltbour party 
\V a' not "orth a pm eh of manure." 

At 7.25 p.m., 
~he DEPuTY SPEAKER_ (Mr. Coyne, Warrego) 

r0hevod the Speaker m the chair. 

Hnx. J. TOLMJE: That was the attitude 
asst~~ed i~ connection wlth t~at 1neeting 
at iownsviiie. I am not gomg thrOlwh 
all t~P 't~temcnts that appear hero, but I 
sa.y _Lhat ~nfluences of that kind keep the 
IV:1tnlstry 111 a. sec-saw position, and thoy 
have not all the moral courage that 'Ome of 
the:n ~aye to come for'vard and say clearly 
a_nd c!J,tn:ctlv how they stand on this ques­
tiOn. This 1s not a time for men to blow 
both hot and cold; this is a time for men 
to say whel her they a re hot or cold in the 
mov~n1ent, and ~1ot to bo luke';"arm, praising 
peopw ":ha are m favour of this one moment 
~nd tcllmg them, what fine. men they are, 
<1nd when tho nexc opportumtv comes uoinO' 
right. ~ack upon it. I say that that is a; 
exh1b1hon of moral cowardice of which this 
Ministry is guilty. 

I. say they have failed to meet their obli­
gatiOns, and that again thev have shown 
moral cowardice in relation to the strikes that 
have taken place in Quoensland during the 
past twelve months. Thoro is an Act in 
force on our 'tatutc-book which would have 
p_revented th?se strikes assuming the propor­
tions they rbd, and which \Yould havo pre­
vented the loss of labour that there has been 
ThE· operation of that Act would have pre: 
vente-d the loss that ha,, taken nlace in the 
production of wealth. If at any' time it was 
necessary that there should be industrial 
peace at home, it is at the present time when 
we have war outside our borders. Although 
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the Industrial Peace Act is in force, Minis­
ters never had the courage to take advan­
tage of it. I have pointed out that the 
Ministry, since it has been in power, has 
failed to carry out the obligations into which 
it entered with the public when they were 
entrusted with the reins of government. 
Thev have failed to carrv out industrial 
development without additional burdens 
being placed upon the people of this State. 

Thlr. FoLEY: Thov won't allow our Bills to 
pass in the other ·place. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: Last session we allowed 
Bills to pass to the extent of the imposition 
of nearly £600,000 of additional burdens on 
the people of QueBnsland. I told the Govern­
ment last year that those mca•ures woul-d 
mea11 an additional taxation of £600,000, 11nd 
that is how it is turning out. That addition 
amounts to nearly £1 per head of the popu­
lation of this State. Such an amount of 
taxation is unprecedented in the history of 
the State, and notwithstanding the fact that 
the Government have this very large amount 
of money, they have been unable to carry out 
a policy of industrial development which the 
people expect from them. 

They have failed to satisfy the public ser­
vice generally. There is an outcry from the 
public senants, who just a little over a year 
ago rejoiced in the thought that there was 
to be a change of Government, because the 
gentlemen who arc now occupying the Trea­
mry bcnche' hold out some inducements to 
thcm which have never makrialised. All 
you have to do is to take up the public 
prints which arc published in the city of 
Brisbane. where there is a groat number of 
public sen·ants, to find that day after day 
con1plaints arP being rntde against the Go­
vernmBnt because of their failure to redeem 
their promises. They ha\ o failed to satisfy 
the teachers, \Varders, and other public ser~ 
·vants. Tbo ~linister for Public Instruction 
is rcc0iving deputations asking hi1n to put 
into practice the thcori.ec; that were enunciated 
by him prior to the Government taking ot1ic0. 
Hon. members opposite found fault with the 
late Government bcc~use they did not pay 
v;;hat "~;vas called the " automatic" increasl -., 
and to-day, in tlw public Press, you have the 
san1e chaJ gcs being hurled against the very 
men who asked to ha vc the reins of govern­
ment entrusted to them in order that thov 
n1ight give the autmnatic increases to th8 
public son-ants. Deputation after deputa­
tion has met th0 i\lini,ter for Public Instruc­
tion, and urged upon him the nccc.>sity of 
doing >omething more for the teachers than 
he has been doing. 

The SEcRET~\RY FOR PuBLIC I~sTRUCTIO~ : 
He is going to do it. (Opposition laughter.) 

Ho~. ,J. TOLMIE: That is the answer 
th"t comes from the whole lot of them~ 
"\Ye are going to do it; giv·o us a little 
mon~ time," and all the- ti1ne these servants 
arc suffering privations. They are suffe-6ng 
from the recent increase in the prie.e of food, 
because the Government have failed to carry 
out the promises they have made to them 
in relation to their salaries. Deputation 
after deputation has waited on the Minister, 
,me! the.Y hrrYe laid down the sound principle 
that a GovernmEi1t which can afford to find 
£40,000 to build a couple of hotels ought 
to be able to find the amount of money that 
is necessary for the public servants. 

OPPOSITION ME)JBERS: Hear, hear! 
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Ho". J. TOLMIE: Perhaps it is not the 
fault of the Minister for Railways, but thP 
Government have failed to 0atisfy the de­
mands of the railway employees. To-day 
there is the same outcry made that has been 
made before. Along certain lines improve­
ments have been effected. but what is the 
good of benefiting one if you do not benefit 
the whole? Is it not raising up further con­
tcntioll '? ·when the Minister for RailwayR 
gets a deputation before him, he throws the 
responsibility upon the Cabinet, and in a 
few days comes down with the intimation 
that the Cabinet has yielded, and the rail­
wav serntnts get what they want, and I 
rejoice that they do get it. Then there are 
other •·0ctions which are not satisfied, and 
they come down and make demands. \.Yas 
the Minister for Railways not told to-day 
that there are unsatisfied demands on the 
part of the employees in his department? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: There were 
far more under your Government. 

HoN. ,J, TOL3IIE: Have those employees 
not written the Minister that if certain con­
ditions are not complied with there is going 
to be no work as far as the department is 
concerned? Had they not threatened you, 
and are thee not threatening you now? 

The SECRE'rARY FOR RAILWAYS: They also 
thrDatcncd you, too, when you were in power. 

IIox. J. TOL:Yli.E: :-Jever mind what thev 
did to us. That is not the question before 
tho Chn m bcr. vV e ha vo cease<.! to be tho 
a·dministmtors. Thev wore dissatisfie<.l with 
us, and no\v they lOok vvith dissatisfaction 
on hon. 1nen1bcr"' opposite. The position to­
day ,,-ith regard to the public sen·ants is 
that if we lu, hcd them with whips then tho 
hon. gentleman lashed them with scorpions, 

The SECRET AllY FOR RAIL W.\YS: Tha.t ts 
del ibcratcly untrue. 

Hox. J. TOLMI.E: Is the hon. member 
justitied in suyjng that the stutcnwnt vvhich 
I havo 111ude is deliberately untrue? 

'fl1c D~~PUTY SPEAKEH : I ask the Sec­
Tcta•·y £or RaihYays to \Yith(lra·,~ that state-
lUCDt. 

The• '• ,.CRETARY FJR RAILWAYS: I withdraw 
the ~1on "dcJibcratcly u11truc" and 
-:.:;ty is incorrec>t. 

liox. J. TOLivliE: rrhere is Gnothcr direc­
tion in ·,hi eh this Govern1nent has been a 
signal failure, and that is that it has failed 
to obt~,in loan monc:. to carry on the public 
\vorks of this State of Qneenslan<.l. At such 
a tirne \>;,hen the Governnwnt uro launching 
OlJt in ·a big; policy for the repatriation of 
<-oldicrs they uught to have th" where>vithal 
t0 carry out their objects. 

The SECRET\RY FOR PUBLIC I~STRUCTIOX: 
So IY" h~.~ve. 

Hox. J. TOL:YliE: There is no Pvidence 
that hon. n1en1bers have got tho \Yherowithal, 
hut thPre is evidence that they arc nvaking 
demands upon the generosity of the public 
in rc•garcl to this particular matter. This is 
work which the Go,ernmcnt should carrv on 
th('msr lves 1·vithout ·dep('nding on an.T,·ono~ elso 
\vhatsoover. It is a n1atter that requires 
monev. \'\~hen the Premier was in London 
ta few~ 1vecks a~o he spoke at a banquet about 
the illimitable resources of the State and the 
great possibilities there were for settling 
soldiers upon the lands in QL>eensland after 
the waY. He also said that Queensland ""s 

not prepared to do that herself. Ho said. 
"We have got the land if the British publiD 
will find the money." 

The PRE>IIER : I sai<.l no such thing-. 

Ho~. J. TOLMIE: That is recorded in the 
Press. 

The PREMIER: You quote from the speech 
where I made that statement. 

Ho>:. J. TOLJYII:B; ·. I am not quite certctin 
of the hon. gentleman'c words, but 1 >vili 
q uotu from his speech. 

The PRE;\11ER: Quote me accurately. I 
spoke about the need of money for raihva} s. 

HoN .• J. TOLMIE: This is what tho hon. 
gentleman said-

,. Mr. Hyan, in his reply, said that Aus­
tralia \vas concerned in the \var even 
rnore than Britain was. If Gern1any \von, 
that nation would look for prizes in other 
countries. ~.\ustralia had a great duty 
thro\Y!l upon it. in oyerseas settlm11cnt. 
Of the post-war problems one of the 
gr!.~atcst was the bettlcrncnt of soldiers. 
IIe looked to the Imperial Government to 
help the sol<.liors, whether by commuta­
tion pensions or otherwise, so as to pro­
vide funds to enable the men to start 
afresh. He thought it vas a fair thing 
to give the overseas do1ninions some 
rcpreQ.entation in the consideration of 
the pe.ctco h~rms." 

GOVERNli!EXT lYiniDERS: Hear, hear ! 

Ho;,;. J. TOLMIE: Is that not what I 
said'? 

GOVERN>IENT MEMBERS: ~0. 

HoN. J. TOLMI.E: He ;-nid he looked to 
the I-Iome GoYernment to find the n1_eans. 
That i, .. Pxacth- "cYhat tho hon. g·entlE,man has 
done. He saicl it was the duty of the British 
Gmernmcnt to proYido the means by com­
rnutation pensions or sctnc other n1cans. If 
we arc going to discharge our oblig,)tions ~o 
these soldiers then Queensland should obtam 
t.he 1noney, espccial]y as the 1nonc~T .is so cas:· 
to obtain in tho hon10 country. D1d \Ve not 
se~ in the public Press of this State ·a state­
ment bv the Premier that. so far us ho >vas 
conccrn~ed, he could get plenty of money if 
he want~d it'? He said that at the banquet at 
''"hich he \\ ~1s nr-esent the JHDney \Yas prac­
tically offered c to him in an illirnitcble 
ouanfib·. \Yhcn he \i,l·) a"kcd wh:- he did 
~ot tak"c it, he said b~~cause he waf' -desirous 
of carrving out his obligatjons to the Co1n~ 
monwca.lth, and if the Conunonwc-;1lth cannot 
find him with the mone.'· thDn the money has 
got to be faun<.! elsewhere. \Vhcn I yead 
that paragraph I wondered at the m<;clesty 
of the PrPmier. I only thou'.\·ht that 1f the 
Premier of :Now South \Vale, had been in thP 
nosition of tho Prcn1icr of Quoenc land and 
~11 these money-bags >.-ere ha.nded to him 
lw ,,-ould have gr,.,blied them ,,-jthout any 
hnsit..ation ~·;hatsoever. 

The PHE:\ITER: I never said that. 

Hox. J. TOLMIE: Well, \OU are reporter.! 
to haYe said it. and the inlportant thing is 
that all these charges that m·e made ag<~.i_nst 
the Premier are said to be false. Nothmg 
that has been reported concerning his posi­
tion is true in that respect. They arn all 
incorrect. Another reason "·hy the people 
of Queensland realise that this Governn:ent 
has failed in its duty is because the;t fatled 
to keep faith in rogard to giving en1ploymcnt 
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to the pe'!Pl<;. That is a _very serious matter. 
Perhaps Jt Js not a serwus matter to hon. 
members. on the other side, who are~I will 
not su.y m a lucrative position, because I do 
not thmk they are-but they are in employ­
ment. As regards the men looking for work 
m the State of Queensland I may say that 
the first thing I did whe;, I returned to 
~ueensland was to go to the Labour bureau 
!n Toowoomba for the purpose of diseoyer­
mg the position in that city so far as unem­
ployment was concerned. I found no less than 
twenty working men with families around 
that door reporting themselves as being out 
of employment. Just fancy! Twentv men 
out of employment on one mornin-g. " 

Mr. FOLEY: ·what are you growling at? 

Ho~. J .. TOLMlE : I am not growling. 
~ am surpnsed at the attitude the hon. mem­
,1er ,adopts. towards the working men of the 
State, partJeularly as he is a man who claims 
to have been a worki_ng man himself, and 
who occup1es th<> pos1tJon he is in to-day by 
YJrtue of _the confidence the workino- men 
of TownsvJ]]e have shown in him. " 

. Mr. T. L. JONES: He did not sav "growl­
Jng"; he said, "\\That ,a crow,d." " 

HoN .. J. TOLMIE: We have also cause for 
complamt. m that the Government did not 
call P_arlrament together earlier to redress 
the gnevances that have been growing up in 
~he. last twelve months. If unemployment 
!S r_Ife and men ani unable to get work, then 
It Is. the duty of the Government to call 
Parliament togeth~r ~o that they may adopt 
some means of rehevmg that unemploymen• 
An~ they have failed to do that. That i~ 
one of the charges that have been made by 
the workers of this State~that the time 
has gone past when Parliament should haYe 
been called together. The House should 
have been called together, but it was not 
called beca~se the Government have not got 
the. wherew1thal to carry on a public works 
policy. They have failed to. secure the 
HE!cessary mone.Y. to do so. Contrast that 
Wit~ the conditiOn of things prevailing 
durm!' the time the Liberal Government 
was In power. There was no cmse for 
unemployJ?ent then because we kept the 
peoplr_> gomg the whole time. Railwav con­
structiOn was going ?'! in all parts of the 
State. vVo had a sufficJency of public money 
at all times to carry on the government, 
and we saw that that policy was maintainPd 
W ~ heard the 'I'reasurer of this State say-i~ 
th1s Chamber that he had a sufficiency of 
~oney to carry on a works policy on the 
hues that they had set out. The lines that 
the Government have set out are consider­
ably narrower than the lines which were set 
out by the previous Government. Although 
the people are looking for work, the Go­
vernment are not going to find so much for 
them to do as did the late Government, foe 
the reason that they have not sufficient 
mone:y. Do you not think that when the 
PI:em!Cr had the opportunity of securing 
th1s money in London that he says he had~ 
"':'d as an honourable man we have to take' 
h~s word.-when hfi says the opportunitv was 
given !urn to get as much money as he 
w~nted~do you not think, if he was true to 
this State of Queensland~if he had in mind 
the f_act that th~ people of this State were 
wantmg work~If hE! had in mind that all 
thes~ illimitable resources of which he spoke 
reqmred development, and that it was money 
that was required to develop those resource's 
~do you not think, if he fully realised the 
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importance of the situation, that he would 
have made arrangements to borrow the 
money? ThE! gravamen of the offence of the 
Liberal party last session was, "You did not 
leave us enough money," although we left 
them sufficient to carry them on for nearly 
twelve months. The Minister for Public 
Instruction and other Ministers got up in 
this Chambe'r, and other members got up, 
and said, " Why did not you borrow more 
money? Why did not you borrow a great 
deal more money than you did? Why did 
not you take the £2,000,000 offered by Mr. 
Fisher?" and at a time when we did not 
want it~whe.n we had three or four millions 
of money already. " vVhy did not you take 
this money so that we might have possession 
of it now!" It was not good administration 
to do that; but here the conditions are 
altogether differE!nt, when men are looking 
for employment. The Minister for Lands 
and the Treasurer go out into the country 
and reel off long lists of the thousands of 
acres of land suitable for the settlement of 
soldiers when thev build railways to these 
lands. But when· are they going to build 
railways to these lands if they have no money 
with which to do it? Are the' soldiers to 
wait three, four, six, and seven years before 
the land is ready for occupation? That is 
the stuff the Government are giving out to 
the people in the StatE! of Queensland, and 
that is why we charge them to-night with 
havin&' failed in the discharge of their duty. 
That IS one of the reasons why the public of 
Queensland have lost confidence' in the 
present Government. 

Then the people have lost confidence in 
the Government because thev have failed to 
carry out their promises in regard to the 
cheapening of food. As you arc aware, I 
have here a lot of literature issued by Mr. 
John Fihellv ftnd 1\lr. Edward Theodore, 
who, I belie\·o, are members of this Cham­
ber and are on the 'l'reasurv benche· They 
issued this broadcast at the 'last general elec­
tion, and told the people 'vhut the~,7 \vould 
do if they were only returned to power. 
They were going to give them cheap fish, 
and the Treasurer went post-he.ste to Sydney 
to start fish markets going last Y~"'ar, even 
before the ink was dry on his commission. 
The hon. gentlemen haYc been crying out, 
that they were going to cheapen the _cost _of 
living. Let us see what the pos1bon. JS. 
This is a little pamphlet issued a little ttme 
back in which the Labour party lmd a great 
de?.! of confidence. 

Hon . .J. A. FIHELLY: vYe put you out of 
pov·cr. 

Hox .. J. TOL:\1IE: Yes. Thev succeeded 
because they deluded the people l)ehind them 
by the promises they 'vere making in regard 
to the proYision of work and the cheapening 
of food. Not only have they not provided 
work, because unemplo,-mcnt is rife, but I 
am going to sho,,,, from Knibbs, who is recog­
nised as an authority, that even during the 
short time they have been in office the cost 
of living has increased. Take the first 
quarter of the year 1915~that was the first 
quarter of the last year the Liberal Govern­
ment w:ts in power. The purchasing price of 
money in thftt year as compared with the 
year 1911, taking the sovereign as a basis, 
was £1 1s. 1d. That is in those four years 
the cost of living had gone up 1s. 1d. in the 
£1, and in the first quarter of 1916, that is 
twelve months afterwards, the purchasing 
power of the sovereign had declined to such 
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an extent that at the end of March of this 
year it would take £1 Ss. 2d. to purchase 
£1 worth of food. 

Mr. CoLLINS: That does not fit in with the 
statement of the hon. member for Drayton. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: £1 ls. 1d. in the 
first quarter of 1915 and £1 Ss. 2d. in the 
first quarter of 1916. My authority is the 
Labour " Bulletin" published under instruc­
tions from the Hon. K. O'Malley by Mr. G. 
H. Kmbb~, C.M.G., an authority that is re­
cogmsed m all assemblies of this kind 
throughout the world. And therein he has 
pointed out that in the twelve months that 
this Government has been in power in 
Queensland the cost of food has gone up 
from £1 1s. 1d. to £1 Ss. 2d. How has this 
Government carried out the promises it made 
to the people of Queensland? 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: Didn't vou hear the 
member for Drayton say we 'were g1 vmg 
them cheap butter? 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: I know a lot about the 
hon. member, but I am not dealing with thE 
hon. member for Drayton; I am dealing with 
the statements made by the Statistician of 
the Commonwealth of Australia, in which 
he says in the State of Queensland the in­
creased price of food, during the past twelve 
months, has been from £1 1s. 1d. to £1 Ss. 
2d. That is one of the reasons why the 
people of !,lueensland-those people who 
placed confidence in them twelve months ago 
-are now turning in quite the opposite 
direction. They say our position is worse 
than it was before. The position is, as I 
pointed out to the Minister for Railways, 
that if we chastised the people with whips 
then the present Government are chastising 
them with scorpions. They have increased 
the cost of living by practically 20 per cent. 
That increased cost has been all along the 
lino; that increased cost has been in meat 
particularly. Now, last year when the Go­
vernment got their own State 'butchers' 
shops, \Ye were told that there was going 
to be a general reduction in the price of 
moat, and eYeryone was going to be thor­
oughly well satisfied on that point, and yet 
we find that such is not the case ; that the 
cost of meat has increased very materially. 

Mr. Cor.LlXS: \\"hat would have been the 
price if your party had been in power? 

HoK. J. TOL~1IE: The price, if my party 
had been in power, would probably have been 
very much lower than it is at the pre>ent 
ti'lne. I .an1 11ot going to quote the -whole 
list of the price,, of meat, but I 'want to show 

what the price was in February 
[8 p.m.] last year and what the price 1ve,s 

in February of this year. The 
Ol'del· of February, 1915, contained a number 
of prices not contained in the order of 
yesterday, l>ut a comparison will show that 
the latest orde1· is an increase of from ~d. 
to 2d. in the Dound. That has been the 
effect so far as 'the present :Ministry is con­
corned, notwithstanding the fact that we have 
GoH'rnmcnt butchers' shops in the city of 
Brisbane and not'''ithstanding the fact that 
the Government haye gone to those who have 
had meat and commandeered their supplies, 
pr,actically stolen their supplies out of the 
chilling-rooms and sold it in their shops. 
For instance, the price of roast beef, sirloin, 
was 7d. per lb., and now it is 7~d. per lb. 
It is not necessary for me to quote the prices 
in all cases, but in every case there has been 

a distinct increase of from ~d. to 2d. per lb. 
And yet this Government say that they have 
carried out their obligations to the people! 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: Do you think we 
ought to have pulled down the price of 
cattle? 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: I will probably deal 
with the price of cattle before I sit down, or 
others will, and the purchase of cattle as welL 
Again, I charge this Government that they 
have lost the confidence of the people of 
Queensland through their subserviency to the 
Trades Hall. V cry eariy in their existence 
that was evidenced. 'We saw last year that 
the Premier of the State of Queensland went 
up to the house on the hill and took his 
orders from there. 1'hat is exactly what was 
said was going to take place by the meeting 
at To\Ynsville. One of the speakers said 
there-

" Mr. Davis said he was an inter-
nationalist. The workers only anted 
what belonged to them-the earth." 

"Mr. Smith said the passing of a 
motion 1vould not kill the Labour party. 
They must Jight, and Parliament must be 
the Trades Hall where the "·orkers got 
their desires.'' 

The) are, indeed, justified in asking that 
when they have a Ministry that will sub­
serviently go to the Tra.des Hall and, be 
dictated to there as to the pohcy wlucn 1s 
to be carried out throughout tlus State of 
Queensland. That is what is being· realised 
by the best of those in the Labour party, 
those 1ncn 1vho have son1o intelligence, and 
who havo embarked their capital in enter­
prises, not only for the benefit of themselves, 
but also of their fellow-men to whom they 
,are seeking to give employment. They are 
realising that the cc\ictation that is taking 
place under present conditions is not for th~ir 
own welfare nor for the welfare of the people 
to whom they give employment. 

Take another instance in which the Govern­
ment is losing the confidence of the people, 
in the matter of the appointments tLat have 
been 1nade durino· the lu·~,t year. It has h::en 
found necessary to go outside the limits of 
tho public service in order to secure wen to 
carrv on work th., t could }u-,.sc beG.rl per­
forrnod by men in the public senice. \Yhat 
uro our public servants .Jevotinp; their lives 
to the service for? Surely in ordel' that they 
1nay got smnc prefennent, if p~·cfcr~ncnt is 
coming, but ,vhon a good open1ng l-iTc;ents 
itc;;elf, when there are public servants capable 
of filling it, hon. n1ornbors on the ot~er s~de 
of the Chc.u11ber n1ako a solcn111 declar-at1on 
over their o\vn signatures that the1·c is no 
person in the public service capable of -carry­
ing on that work. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: Did you not make 
that when you app0inted I--Icnri Co'' :.tp? 

Ho:>!'. J. TOLMIE: I s<>y that these gentle­
men make that declaration-that there is 
nobody in the public service ca11able of carry­
in"' on that work. When appomtmonts were 
m~de bv the late Government the public ser­
vice a~ searched through, and we gave the 
opportunity to the public servant of bettering 
his position. 

Mr. BERTRA~f: You did nothing of the kind. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: A man may be friendly 
with one of the Ministers; he may have been 
his best pal on the football field or some-
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thing of the kind, and because of that the 
public servants have to suffer in consequence. 
That is vvhat has been done. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: ·would you prefer 
dcf,ated candid<ltes? 

HoN. J,. TOLMIE : .. \nd then we come to 
the quP·,tJOn of defeated candidates. I think 
ht~le of such an action, but the hon. member 
thmks so. because_ they appointed George 
Ryla_nd to ~ very Important position in the 
publ!c service, and was not he a defeated 
candidate? The hon. member can never open 
l11s month unless he defeats himself. 

Hon. J. A· FIHELLY: He is a retired public 
senant, retued by J oe Cook. 

Hon. \V. D. An>ISTROKG: A retired Com­
monwealth servant. 

. HoN. .J.. TOL:YIIE : There is another 
cha:·g.c whJCh Is leYel!ed against the present 
Gr:v 01 nment, that of differentiation in the 
)ll:rce of m(·at for the soldiers as compared 
wrth the moat sold to citizens. That is 
Yery 'Sra ve ~h":rgc to make against a GoY ern~ 
ment. but It rs made. It is a charge that 
the Gove_rnment, who have tried to Jiyo on 
the senbmont of the soldier, take ever 
opportumty the,- can do to do him · Y 
JUry .. '\Vhon it was necessary to rene~~ ;r:· 
contracA for the supply of moat to the Im~ 
penal u~Yernment, the Government hung up 
the quoscron from day to day and week to 
~veek m ord9r to force the mP'1t companies 
mto " certam !me of action. And this is 
wha.t they forced them into. When th0 com­
pames .''ere prepared to giYe an all-round 
low pnce so that. the cost to the British 
Gm ernment of mamtaining the war so far 
as, meat was concerned, might be Ie~s, thev 
forced the compames to make a low pric.e 
for tlw meat consumed here find a higher 
pr1ce for meat for the Imperial Government 
For tlw Imperial GoYernment the price~ 
were :-Approved and 11asscd ox t·eef 4Xd 
per lb.; approved cow beef, 4~d. ,, pe1: lb.; 
passed cow beef, 4~d. per lb. I do not know 
\vhat th0y n1can by "nas"cd co1-v beef". 
apparently it is. something that is not 
flpprond. ~omcthmg of en inferior qualitv. 
~~lt ovv-hen rt car:1e to getting moat for the 
n Llzc:ns, the priCes they 8 rntnr.rcd \Ye re­
Frozen beef, 3~d. per lb. ; fresh ~'lnd chilled 
beef. 3~d. per lb. That is a diffon>nco of 
ne ad· 2d. per lb., a difference of l~d. per 
lb. bet·ncn the meat that is to food the men 
here who d1d not render sen-ice to their 
Sta to or were not prepared to render that 
sr rYJCc that 1vas thought nccessar<,\ and the 
meat for the men who went acr~ss the sea 
to defend, not only tho British Empire as a 
\\?'-~le, bnt this individual portion of it a's 
\\ ol1. And that 1s ono of the reasons wh'· 
the people are dissatisfied with the nrese~t 
GoYermnent. Do hon. members thi;,k for 
one ~11omont that thee father of a son who is 
fighting for the E!llpiro aeron the sea would 
prefer to haYe h1s meat cheaner than the 
meat gomg to feed his son? No; he would 
g~ve all thrct he possessed in order to assist 
h1s son .. That is what is done by fathers who 
~_;nd their son~ acros~ the sea,, and yet this 
uovcrnment difl'c:renbate between the price 
of the moat that 1s bemg sent to him and the 
m9at that is utilised here! Do hon. members 
thmk l:]:at the workmg men and women of 
Queonswnd, wl10 have sons. fighting over 
there. do not realise the difficulties which 
the GoYernment have put in their way and 

rHon. J. Tolmie. 

that they will not estimate the Government 
at their proper worth when they have an 
opportunity to do so? 

Again, this Government has lost the con­
fidence of the country because they have 
been the means of the destruction of the 
Federal spirit. There is no question about 
that. 

Mr. l\1cMr:~m: Have they not done what 
:·ou have been trying for years to do? 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: That shows the ignor­
ance of the man! I sav that they are 
instruments for the destructiOn of the Federal 
spirit. It is shown by the conflicts that have 
taken place in this State, caused by this 
State. between State and State, and between 
State and Commonwealth. \Ye had Mr. Tudor 
coming up here and complaining bitterly of 
the conduct of the Queensland Government 
in relation to the butter supplies of the State . 
Thoro are business men in this community 
who have suffered because of engagements 
entered into or on the other si do which tho 
action of the Government preYented them 
from carrying out. The Government abso­
lutely refused to allow any stock to pass over 
from Queensland to the neighbouring State, 
eYen if it was for the purpose of sustaining 
the lives of the people of that State. Is that 
the Federal spirit' \Ye have heard the 
Minister for Lands complaining about the 
.Federal restrictions on the export of butter 
which would not allow butter to be sent over 
the sea. and vet thect hon. gentleman himself 
set th(,' exam,ple of that kind of thing last 
year when he commandeered the butter of 
the producers of Queensland. Then, what has 
this Government done, not only in regard to 
the embargo plnced on the exporting of stock, 
but in regard to other maHers? They have 
created industrial discontent among those 
engaged in the development of the S~a~e. 
IV e had a discussion this afteTnoon, ongm­
ated bv the hon. member for Drayton, in the 
conree" of which \Ye heard the :Minister for 
Agriculture declaim in a loud voi?e that he 
was the onlv man who held butter m Queens­
land. that 'he was the great butter mono­
polist. 

An HoxOURABLE l\1E}JBER: The butter king. 

HoN .• J. TOLMIE: Yes, the butter king. 

Th,,· DEPUTY SPEAKER intimated that 
the hon. member's time had expired. 

HoN. W. D. ARMSTRO~\G: I rno:re th--t 
the hon. member bE! allo•ved time to con­
dude his ~peech. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Is it the plea­
sure of the House that the hon. member be 
allowed to conclude his speech? 

HmroURABLE ME:IfBERS: Hear, hear! 

HoN. J. 'I'OLMIE;: I shall not detain the 
House much longer. All I wish to say is 
that the policy of the Government is won­
derfully destructive of the best interests of 
the· people of the State. That has been 
shown by the treatment meted out to the 
meat producers, the butter producers, and 
our prima1·y producers generally. 

Dealing now for one moment with the 
policy put bE!fore us in the Governor's 
Speech, I ask: Is there am·thing in that 
policy of a constructive character? Is there 
anything in it which will be an inducement 
to persons to put capital into enterprises in 
Queensland, or anything which will give 
confidence' to people who are desirous of 
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developing the resources of the State? There 
is absolutely nothing of that kind in the 
policy which the Government have placed 
before the· House~nothing to assist the 
development of Queensland. There is no 
policy of railway construction~that is not 
even mentioned. There was to be a policy 
of water conservation, but nothing is said 
about it in the Speech. The Bills put before 
us are nearly all amending Bills, or Bills 
which are not designed to assist in building 
up the industries of the State. If there is 
anything which is wanted at the present 
time it is a policy which will give confidence 
to the man who has capital and desires to 
embark that capital in the industrial dewlop­
ment of the State. \V e need that because 
"\VC soo unemployr!1E'nt all around us, and 
be~auso all the ready money in the State 
is vanishing, and the people arc getting 
poorer by reason of the fact that they are 
contributing so much to the war. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: \Vhere do you sec 
unemployment? 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: In the city I repre­
sent and everywhere. There is nothing in 
the policy of the Government abollt opening 
up the country by me:tns of railways~ 
nothing about carrying out a vigorous rail­
way policy. All wo know on that point is 
what the Treasurer told ue last night~that 
the Government are going to work on nar­
rower lines than the late Government worked. 
Working on narrower lines mc·ans less ex­
penditure and a continnance of unemploy­
ment. For these reasons, I believe the 
Government at the present time haye not 
the confidence of the people of Queensland, 
and that the people have come to the con­
clusion that the Government, in accepting 
office, undertook a task which they are 
unable to carry out in a proper manner. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IX­
STRUCTION (Hon. H. F. Hardacre, Lcich­
hardt) : I must apologise, on behalf of the 
Premier, for his not being physically able 
to follow the leader of the Opposition. As 
hon. members know~and as I am sure 
everyone regrets~the hon. gentleman has 
been attacked by a severe' cold, >Yhich makes 
it physically impossible for him to under­
take the task of replying to the leader of the 
Opposition. Personally, I would wish for 
nothing better than that the Premier should 
be· in his usual form, in order that he might 
expose the weak stuff we have had from 
the leader of the Opposition. I am called 
upon, at the last mome·nt almost, to under­
take that task, but really I do not think 
there is much necessity for any preparation 
to reply to the incapable and imaginary 
attacks on the Goyernment that we have 
heard this afternoon. Those attacks consist 
of nothing more than a lot of arguments 
which were given UR ad nauscun1 last session, 
and which have been repeated in the country 
during the recess. 'I'he fact that he has 
dared to bring such weak arguments before 
this House shows his utter incapacity t-o see 
the facts as they are and to deal with the 
situation. The leader of the Opposition 
seems to have adopted the method once 
characterised bv Macaulav as that of for­
getting half, multiplying "that by two, and 
reiterating it in a loud voice, thinking he 
has made an effectiyo attack. It must have 
been painful to members who know the fads 
of the ca0e, and vi:ho desire fair criticism, 
to listen to some of the accusations founded 
upon imaginary conditions. But the most 

painful thing of all was to see high and 
moral issues~great burning questions that 
are to-day disturbing the minds of the 
people of the whole Commonwealth-dragged 
into the mire of politics for purely party 
purposes. (Hear, hear!) The leader of the 
Opposition spoke about protecting our 
soldiers from the effects of drink and the 
necessity for 6 o'clock closing of hotels. 
Everybody knew that he was u.oing that 
matter purely for party purposes. Then, on 
the still greater question of conscription, it 
must have been painful to hon. members 
to see such a high and important question 
dragged down into the mire of party 
politics. \Vhen I heard the hon. member 
speaking, I could not help being reminded of 
those lines of Tennyson in " Sea Dreams,'' 
in which he characterised the religious hypo­
crite' in these words~ 

" He never nsed the name of God e."'cept 
for gain; 

~.\nd so he rwYer used that sacred n<11ne 
in vain." 

The hon. gentleman introduced gre.at .moral 
issues. simply for the sake of attcrnptmg to 
make some political capital against the 
Government. 

Dealing with the question of 6 o'clock clos­
ing, he said that because :ve have not mtro­
duced a Bill to submit tnat questwn to a 
special referendum, >Ye have violated our 
plodg ,,s, and have forfeited the confidence 
of the people. I say that tlus party IS. keep­
ing the pledge it gave to the <;lec.tors m the 
Barraldine programme, and It IS showmg 
greater confidence in the people than the 
party opposite, because we propose to fulfil 
our Barcaldine pledge and c<Lrry out the 
platform we have. placed ~efore the people 
for vears bv the mtroduct10n of a general 
Initi'ativo and Referendum Bill, so as to 
enable the people to .expr<bs their opinion 
upon any question, and we shall abide by 
the result of their decision. \Ve have shown 
greater confidence in the people than t~e 
Opposition, because they want to narrow It 
down to one particular issue. \Ve have seen 
the cloven hoof underneath the cloak of the 
leader of the Opposition when he said that 
he would not support the general Initiative 
and Referendum Bill. Ho shows that he has 
no confidence in the people, and that he 
wants to submit this question to the people 
for party purposes and for the purpose of 
1naking an unfair attack upon the GoYern­
ment. 

\Ve are going to keep our pledges to the 
electors· we are not going to be dragged 
out of 'our course or abandon the bigger 
measure. And we are not only going to 
keep om pledges to the electors by doing 
that, but we are going to give the electors 
an immediate opportunity of taking a refer­
endum under that Bill upon the particular 
issue which the leader of the Opposition 
accuses thP Government of not daring to 
fare. 

Mr. ~IACARTNEY: Two years from now. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC I~­
STRCCTION: The Initiative and Referen­
dum Bill will be the first Bill to be intro­
duced this session, and then the leader of 
the Opposition can get a referendum on ~his 
special question and on any other questwn. 

Hon. W. D. ARMSTRO;>~G: Why do you 
desire to waste time? 

Hon. H. F. Hardacre.] 
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRDCTION: I desire to waste no time. 
If the general Bill is thrown out in another 
place, as the leader of the Opposition says 
it will be. then it will be thrown out by his 
friends and not by the friends of this party. 

Box. ,J. TOLMIE: I rise to a point of 
order. The hon. gentleman is misrepresent­
ing me. I never said that the Initiative and 
Referendum Bill would be thrown out in 
another place. 

GovERNMEKT ME~!BERS: You did. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: I said nothing of the 
sort. 

Mr. McMIKN: You inferred it, if you did 
not say it. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Tho 
Minister must accept the disclaimer of the 
leader of the Opposition. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN· 
STRUCTION : I accept it, and say that, if 
the hon. gentleman did not say it, he said 
that he charged the Government with intro­
ducing this measure, because we know it 
would be thrown out by the other Chamber. 

Hon. J ToL:\IJE: I said you believed it 
would pc thrown out. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRDCTION: Well, if it is thrown out in 
that place, it will be thrown out by the 
friends of the party opposite. 

Then we are charged with introducing the 
Initiative and Referendum Bill because it 
will c,.use delay. Everyone knows that 
within a week after the Bill is passed by 
both Houses of Parliament it can be sent 
home by cable and the Royal assent can be 

'cabled back, and we can have the result 
within a week. 

Hon. \V. D. AR}IJSTROKG: Do you think the 
Constitution will allow you to do that? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRCCTIO?\': If it does not, do you think 
the licensed victuallers will allow your 
special referendum to go through? Passing 
from that, I wish now to refer to the bigger 
quPstion of the attitude of the Government 
with regard to the war and the great need 
of this State, of the Commonwealth, and of 
the Empire in the most critical time in our 
history. Whatever criticism may be levelled 
against this Government, at least nothing 
reasonably fair can be said against this Go­
vernment so far as our loyalty and patriotism 
in regard to the war are concerned. This 
Government has two of its Ministers upon 
the Recruiting Committee, and those Minis­
ters and other Ministers have a-ddressed 
numerous recruiting meetings. We have 
given special trains to the committee; we 
have assisted them with literature and finan­
cially, and we have assisted them by giving 
them servants of the State to enable them to 
carry on their work I may say further that 
tho two Ministers who are on the Recruiting 
Committee have received the special thanks 
of the committee for the services they have 
rendered to the cause of recruiting. Besides 
that, no less than four of the Ministers are 
on the War Council, and the work done by 
those Ministers has been recognised by the 
members of the council, who have expressed 
their appreciation, and only the other day 
the Governor-General expressed his admira­
tion of the results of the labours of the 
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Queensland vVar Council, and said that we 
led all the war councils of Australia in the 
work done. The leader of the Opposition 
knows that I stood with him on the platform 
in Toowoomba and addressed one of the 
largest recruiting meetings ever held there, 
and I will say that the hen. gentleman 
failed in his duty in the matter of recruiting 
by deserting his post on the War Council. 

GoVERNMENT 11E>mERS: Hear, hear! 

Hon, J. TOL>IIE: I gave my reasons. 
Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: You deserve a repri­

mand for that. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRCCTION : I consider that it is impro­
per for any State Government, whilst the 
issue hangs in the balance, to take sides upon 
that question. \Ve know that the big issue, 
if it arises at all, will rend Queensland in 
convulsions; will cause contentious irritation 
and antagonism ; will split up families; will 
split up parties; and that, instead of unity 
in this State we shall haYe bitter antagonism 
amongst all classes. \Ve know that the Prime 
?vlinister of the Commonwealth has come 
back from Grertt Britain knowing the whole 
of the circumstances, knowing whether it is 
necessary to introduce conscription or not. 
Ho knows; no one -else knows. As the Pre­
mier of New South \Vales said, "Wo are 
waiting for you to give the word." Under 
such circumstances it is not for this Govern­
ment or for any other responsible party tD 
say that this ought to be done or that ought 
to be done, Onlv the Prime Minister knows 
the circumetances, and knows whether it is 
necessary to introduce the question or not. 

Mr. BARJ.:ES : Will YOU follow the Prime 
Minister then? · 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRCCTION: When the Prime Minister 
does give the word, then it will be time for 
this Government to take a side on the mat­
ter, and I do not think this Government 
will bo found wanting. 

JYfr. BARNES: Hear, hear! 

Mr. PETERSON: They _will make you shell 
out for the "ar loan-w1thout interest. You 
will soon squeal. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTIO~: There is one thing, in doing 
our duty--

Hon. W. D. AR}ISTRONG: What is your 
duty? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: Our duty will be to do what 
we think ne~cssarv at that time. \Ve have 
done our duty so far, and done it far better 
than some of the members on tho other side. 
I have addressed more recruiting meetings 
than the hon. member for Lockyer. 

Hon. \V. D. ARMSTRONG: I have not 
addessed one, 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: Then the hon. member should 
hold his peace. 

Hon. W. D. ARMSTRONG: Oh, no! I have 
a perfect right to say what I think. 

At 8.25 p.m., 
The SPEAKER resumed the chair. 

T.he SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: I now come to somewhat 
lesser issues. The leader of the Opposition 
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ceharges the Government with having lost the 
confidence of the people because of our finan­
cial administration. It is quite true we 
had to raise no less than £600,000 of addi­
tional revenue from the people of Queen,,]and 
by way of taxation. but much of that was 
·caused by the bungling administmtion of the 
late Government in leaving us a tremendous 
increase of public debt to meet without any 
revenue. By their mismanagement of the 
rnaturing loan in going to the London mar­
ket. and being compelled to pay higher 
interest, we had to meet. a bigger public 
interest bill this ye<J.r, without any increase 
of revenue. That increased amount of in­
terest which has been placed on us by the ]ate 
Government would alone have enabled us to 
pay the increases to the public servants in 
full. 

It is quite true we have raised this revenue 
of £600,000, but not by taxation of the people. 
We have imposed taxation scientifically, .and 
in such a form that the masses of the people 
in this State have not had increased burdens 
placed upon them. 

Mr. BEBBINGTOK: The producers have, and 
they arc not rich. 

Th0 SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC I:\"­
STRUCTION: We have taxed the rich 
profits of wealthy companies. We follow the 
exarnple of Gl'eat Britain jn taxing war 
profits made out of the savings of the people, 
and that increase was not passed ou to the 
C'Onsumer. '\Ve were faced with the continua­
tion ol the war which intensified and in­
cre:csed prices, with a falling revenue 
through drought, and with an increased 
public interest bill left by the last Govern­
ment, and >ye .were not able to pay in full 
the automatic mcreases last vear. but we did 
better, under much worse c1rcumstance,, for 
the public servants than the last Government 
did. The last Government, in better timcs­
'vith the ,,,ar having only just comrncnced~ 
storped all automatic increases over £110. 
'We gnvc increases on &al.aries up to £250 
-last year, and we gave £10 increases to £200 
Balaries this year, and dealt with them in a 
far more generous \\'ay than the last Govern­
ment did in better times. 

Mr. BEBBIKGTON: You dealt badlv with the 
producer3, anyho\V. " 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IK­
STRUCTION: As an example of the kind 
of criticism indulged in, the loader of the 
Opposition, who has been a member of an 
Administration, and ought to know the diffec­
ence between loan money and the consoli­
dated revenue>, charges the Government with 
not having paid the automatic increases, be­
cause we proposed to spend £40,000 out of 
loan fund. We do not pay wages and 
salaries out of loan fund. If we spent 
£100,000 or nothing ·at all out of loan 
fund it would not make an, difference as 
to our ability to pay out ;:,f consolidated 
revenue. We got the £600.000 by taxation 
to enable us to pay the public servants their 
salaries, and we are criticised and condemned 
because we have been enabled to do that. 
The last Government would not have imposed 
that taxation, and the public servants would 
not ha vo got their increases. 

Dealing with the loan fund, we are accused 
in that imaginary way with not having ob­
tained loan money to carry on the public 
works of this State. We know the impecuni­
ous state in which the late Government left 
us. The late Treasurer, Mr. Barnes, de­
dared on the floor of this House, supported 

by the hon. member for Murrumba, that the 
last Government left us only sufficient loan 
funds to carry on public works for three 
months up to the end of September. In spite 
of that, without going to the London market 
for one penny of loan money, we managed 
to carry on the public works of this 
State to .a much greater extent last year than 
the late Government did, and this year we 
propose to carry them on as fully as our 
predecessors did the last year they were in 
office. 

Hon. J. ToL:YIIE: Nonsense! 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­

STRVCTION: If the late Government had 
been in power they would have retrenched 
the public servants. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: You have retired them. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­

STRUCTION: The hon. member for Mur­
rumba told us last night that we were spend­
ing too much loan money, that we were 
going too fast and ought to have cut down 
our expenditure. But the business com­
munity, the public senants, and the general 
mass of the people of Queensland ought to 
go clown on their bonded knees aud thank 
ProYiclence that at the last election thev put 
this party into office, when the last Govern­
ment would have thrown the State into finan­
cial embarrassment and dislocation. 

Hon. J. ToL~IIE: You will see how they 
will get down on their knees when thev come 
to-n1orro\v. ~ 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STJ;tUCTIOK: The views of the people were 
llldiCated by the result of the Fortitude 
Valley ejection. All the usual platitudes 
were put before the electors there by the 
party opposite, but they did not believe them 
and returned a member to support this Go­
vernment by a majority of 1,400. 

Hon. J. ToLMIE: You got a diminished 
rnajority. 

The SECRETAHY FOR P1JBLIC I:\i­
STHL:CTION: The Government are accusPd 
of hm·ing lost the confidence of the people 
because we have not full1llecl our election 
pledges in reducino· the cost of livin 0', I am 
sometime;; remind~d of the procecl~nt that 
was set by a groat British statcsn1an. Some 
of his colleag-ues in the Cabinet disagreed as 
to \Yhcther a certain measuro would increkts!~ 
or reduce the p_rice of a commodity, until 
at last the Premier got his hack to the dool' 
of the r.uom, and said, "' N"ow, gentlon1en, 
;vou must settle the matter before you leaye 
this room. The question is, is it going to 
reduce or to increase the price; vou nre 
not going to leave this room before y;:,u settle 
which it is to be." I think the Opposition 
might take that example to themselves, be­
cause on this particular question theY ·are 
absolutely contradictory. One section accuse 
the Goyernment for not having reduced the 
cost of living, and the other charge the Go­
vernment for having done it.. The leader 
of the Opposition contradicted himself bv 
declaring that W? have reduced the Pcice of 
meat by preventmg stock from crossing the 
border. 

Hon. J. ToL=>IIE: I gave you your own 
authority. 

The SECRETARY FOR PGBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: If they would only make up 
their minds which we have done we would 
take up the issue. ' 

Hon. J. ToLMIE: " Knibbs" has macle up 
his mind for you. 

Hon. H. F. Hardac·re.] 
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN· 
STRUCTION: I am glad the hon. g·entle­
man has referred to " I{nibbs," because, 
as usual, in his argument he has utterly 
misrepresented the figures. There is an old 
saying that you can make figures prove 
anything. 

Hon. J. TOLMIE : Did I misquote Knibbs? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: l'\o; but it struck me that 
vou use figures just as it is said that Satan 
sometimes quotes Scripture-to justih· tho 
position you take up. According to the 
latest "Bulletin," issued by Knibbs in July, 
1916, we find that 'O far as groceries are 
concerned, the figun'' show that there are 
two States in which the figures for groceries 
arc lowest, and at the time of the publica­
tion of the " Bulletin" those States were 
controlled by Labour Administrations. 
vVestorn Australia is the lowest of all so far 
as the cost of groceries is concerned, and 
Queensland comes next lowest. These arc 
the figures which are given with regard to 
groceries :-l'\ew South \Vales, 1.419; Vic­
toria, 1.337; South Australia, 1.295; Tas­
mania. 1.317; vVrstcrn Australia, 1.242. 
vVestern Australia is the lowest of all, and 
the next lowest is Queensland with 1.259. 

Hon. J. TOLMIE : I ask you to quote the 
ftgures for la,c March and March of this 
year. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUC'l'IO~ : I am pointing out that 
aecording to the latest "Bulletin," the cost 
of groceries is cheapest in Queensland of all 
the States in Australia but one. On page 
21 you will see that, so far as the purchasing 
power of the sovereign is concerned, Queens­
land is the second best State in Australia. 

Hon. J. TOLMIE: Never mind about any 
other State. Quote Queensland for March, 
1915, and March, 1916. Last year in March 
Queensland was the lowest of all the States. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTIO:;\J: I am showing that Queens­
land under a Labour Administration is a 
cheaper place to .live in, so far as groceries 
are concerned, than any other part of Aus­
tralia except Western Australia, and the 
purchasing power of the sovereign is greater 
in Queensland than any State in Australia 
except vVestern Australia. Under this awful 
Labour Administration which has been de­
nounced by members opposite, it is shown 
that Queensland is ono of the best places to 
live in so far as cost of living is concerned. 
The hon. leader of the Opposition says that 
it has gone up sinoe March of last year. 
Every member of this Honse knows that we 
have had most adverse circumstances to con­
tend with in Queensland since then. We 
have had a drought raging in Queensland 
such as scarcely existed in the State before, 
and it did not exist in any other State. If 
there has been an increase in the cost it is 
only microscopical. 

Hon. J. ToL~nE: Twenty per cent. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: In spite of that we have 
made this the best State to live in in Aus­
tralia. 

I just want to deal with the question of 
fixing the price of meat. We are charged 
with having most unpatriotioally differen­
tiated in the price of moat charged to our 
soldiers as against our own people in this 
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State. We fixed the rate at 4~d. per lb. for 
our soldiers in the trenches, while at the 
same time we obtained a lower rate for our­
selves. I would like to ask hon. members 
if they remember the deputation of pastor­
alists which waited on the Premier when 
they asked that the price of meat to be 
supplied to the Imperial authorities for the 
use of the troops should be fixed at 5d. per 
lb., and at the same time they wanted to 
charge a higher price for our people in this 
State. \Yhat this Government has done is 
that it has succeeded in not only reducing 
tho price for our ovrn consurr1ers, but in 
getting a lower rate for the Imperial authori­
ties than the pastoral authorities wanted. It 
we had accepted their request then meat 
would have been clearer for both our own 
people and the soldiers in the trenches. \Ve 
are also accused of breaking the Federal 
spirit in refusing to permit stock to cross 
the border. This immediately followed the 
charge that we wore charging an increased 
rate to the Imperial authorities to feed the 
soldiers in the trenches. As a matter of 
fact, the stock were prevented from crossing 
tho border just because we wished to be able 
to supply meat at a cheaper rate to the 
Imperial authorities. vVe were asked by the 
Imperial authorities to conserve the supply 
of meat owing to the depleted herd", m 
order to feed the soldi~rs, and we acted upon 
that request. If the stock had been allowed 
to cross the border, then the civil popula­
tion in the other States would have received 
meat at a cheape'r rate, and it would have 
depleted the quantity for consumption . by 
the soldiers, and instead of our troops bemg 
the best fed troops in the world we would 
have had them struggling on without their 
meat supplies. 

Hon. J. 'l'OLMIE: Did they not refuse to 
take meat from you? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
S'TRUCTIOJ'\: That is as unfounded as any 
statement the loader of the Opposition has 
made. 

Hon. J. TOL:VIIE: Thev suid that instead of 
giving you cattle they would give you meat. 

The SECRETARY FOR FCBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: They would not do either. 
We are maintaining the attitude we took up, 
which is to supply the soldier~ in th: tJ_-enchcs 
with our meat. vVe are domg this m con­
junction with the Imperial authorities under 
an Act which was passed by the leader of 
the Opposition when he was in power. 

I do not think there is much more to say 
in reply to the' leader of the Opposition, 
except to make one or two remarks about 
the programme submitted to the Assembly 
for this session. vV e are accused of not pro­
posing anything which will make for the 
prosperity of thEJ State. I eay that the 
confidence given to us by the electors at 
the last elections has been justified by our 
actions. We have saved the State ho_m 
calamities bv our actions and by our admmis­
tration in the Agricultural Departn:ont, the 
Education Department, and the Mmes _D_e­
partment. In fact, ever:¥ J:~ra':ch of ad':"mis­
tration has shown ongmahty, e_fficiei_JCy, 
energy, and progrces in their admimst~atwn, 
with great results so far <ts the posthon of 
this State is concernc·d. If there was any­
thinrr more in addition to what was done 
last "ve·ar a~d the conduct of affairs during 
the i·ocess, to show that this Governl!'e':t 
deserves the confidence of the people, It IS. 
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the programme put before thi:' Parliament. 
I say. neYer was a progranunc introduced Ly 
any Government in tin1es past ::;o full of sub­
~tance or so full {)£ bmincss or S{) full {)£ 
important n1ca,.,nres-~ 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: Like the barber's cat. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pl:BLIO IN­
STRUCTION: That will result, if pas.ced by 
this House and another place, in pl'{)sperity, 
.and to a large extent und{) the maladminis­
tration of conserYative Govcrmnents for the 
past fifty years, and set this country on the 
highway of prosperity which it deserves, and 
which the good administration of this Go­
vernment will bring about if the programme 
is carried out. 

GoVERNi\JEXT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

HoN. J. G. APPEL (Albut): j:n the first 
instance, I would like to congratulate the 
mover and seconder of the Address upon 
the manner in which they performed the 
duties imposed upon them. Of course, we 
cannot have so much sympathy for them, 
beeause 1 although one is a new Ineinber of 
this Chamber and the other a comparatively 
new member, they are both old campaignen. 
The member for Eortitude Valley is a gentle­
man who for many years has taken a leading 
part in local authority work, and also in 
political work, and the membe·r for Gregory 
likewise has taken an actiYe part in con­
nection with politics. I do not propose to 
refer at any length to what those hon. mem­
bers have said. 'I'he hon. member who 
mov<Cd the adoption of the Addrecs to a 
great extent dealt with parochial matters, 
and, so far as that is con~erned, he can rest 
assured that Fortitude Valley is a place that 
cannot be set back, no matter what party 
may be in power. It is singularly well 
situated for trade and commerce, and there 
is no doubt that, whether a Labonr ·or a 
Liberal Administration is in power, Forti­
tude V alley is bound to go ahead. 

But the hon. member stated that the pro­
visions of the Contagious Diseases Act were 
no longer in force, and for this information­
I assume he had not obtained the informa­
tion-1 may tell him that the provisions of 
the Health Act, \vhich we1·e substituted for 
the provisions of the Contagious Diseases 
Act, are far and away before the provisions 
of that. particular Act. To-clay we have 
notrficatwn from everyone who is suffering 
from that particular disease, and it is abso­
lute1y necessary that there should be noti­
fication, not only from the \\'Omen but also 
from the men who are suffering from that 
disease. It is absolutely necessary, and it is 
a penal offence if the medical man who 
attends the patie·nt does not give notice, and 
we have erected-I sav we because it was 
don0 in my time-we "havE'' erected a ward 
in the grounds of the Brisbane Hospital 
w_here that disease is treated as any other 
drsease, and there are free dispensaries 
whore' everyone is able to obtain the ncces: 
sary treatment; and I may tell hon. members 
that the number of public women who are now 
treated under the provisions of the Health 
Act is somcthin.!?.' like four time'' o.s great as 
the number treated under the Conta"';ous 
Diseases Act. The reason for that is that 
under the prm·isions of the Conta"iou~ 
:piseB;ses Act, the women were practi';,ally 
1mpr1soned, and they would not disclose the 
f~ct that they were suffering from tho 
drse~se. Furthermore, our Health Act has 
received commendation from all the health 
authorities in the Commonwealth of Aus-
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tralia, and in some of the other States it is 
proposed to enact similar laws to t.hose which 
we . have enacted. It is only by making 
notrficatwn compulsory, and by providing 
the necessary treatment, that we are able 
to cope with that frightful disease that has 
caused such ravages amongst our fellow men 
and women. 

In connection with what fell from the hon. 
member for Gregory, I recognised in his 
speech the pen of the Assistant Minister for 
Justioo. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTDRE: That is 
pure imagination. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: It may be that there 
is a great similarity in their expressions. 
So far as prison reform is concerned. I may 
say that prison reform was inaugurated in 
Queensland before the present Administra­
tion came into power. As the administrative 
head of the Prisons Department, I recognised 
that prison reform was necessary, and evetY­
thing has been done to enable a man to 
raise himself from the mire in which he has 
fallen, and I hope the present Administra­
tion will carry out the policy which was 
pursued by the late Administration, of which 
I was a member. 

I am sorry that there was RO much heat 
imported into this debate by the Minister 
who replied to the leader of the Opposition. 
\Ye know how amiable the Secretarv for 
I'ublic Instruction is; but he got excited and 
once or twice tangled himself up. I do not 
suppose there is a more amiable gentleman 
in this House, or outside the House, than 
the Secretary for Public Instruction: but, as 
u.suall0 happens ~\hen he speaks, he is fairly 
verbose, and he generally tangles himself up. 
It is amusing to notice the way in which he 
deals with deputations from those unfor­
tunate school teachers to whom he is unable 
to give those increases which the;v deserYe. 
For many months thev reallv believed that 
he intended to do son1ething" for them, but 
I see by the "Education Journal" that they 
have come to the conclusion that there is 
very little in his promises. Nothing but 
wind. 

It is an unfortunate thing at this period 
that contrm er.,ial matters should be intro­
duced. I think it is a great mistake, in view 
of the trying times that this State, as a part 
of our great Empire, is going through, that 
controversial matters should be introduced. 

It is a time when party polities 
[9 p.m.] to a great extent should be 

dropped, when we should all 
unite for the purpose of upholding justice, 
humanity, and Christianity, which our great 
Empire represents, and it is a great pity 
that these controversial matters should be 
introduced. 1'he hon. gentleman spoke on 
the question of conscription. I remember, 
when I was interviewed as a l'dinister, I 
stated tl1at I was not in favour of conscrip­
tion so long as Yoluntary effort was sufficient; 
if that failed then conscription must come. 
I think we must have conscription, Mr. 
Speaker, when our boys in the trenches are 
calling out for reinforcements, when we 
know, according to the wastage that is going 
on, that the voluntary effort has not been 
sufficient. 

Mr. COLLINS: Wastage! Of human life! 

Hm:. J. G. APPEL: Quite so: but this is 
a matter whore blood counts for nothing. 
It is a matter of principle, of such .high 
principle that every man who is able to go 

Hon. J. G. Appel.] 
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to the front should go. And when we con­
sider that something like 150,000 able young 
men in the Commonwealth of Australia have 
failed to do their duty and that our boyB are 
calling out for recruits to replenish their 
ranks, to assist them in the great fight, in 
one of the noblest and greatest fights that 
any people have ever made, then I say it is 
absolutely necessary to have conscription. 

Mr. CoLLIXS : All the men over the age 
are advocating it. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: When we were under 
the age, we might have had to go. I was 
a member of a volunteer force and I was 
quite prepared to go, but they told me I 
was over the age-too old. I am prepared 
to go to-day, and to take any duty that may 
be given to me in that connection. When 
our boys have gone to the front and have 
done such noble work and have made the 
great name they have for Australians, when 
they call for their mates to go and assist 
them, do hon. members not think that any 
man who has any loyalty to the Empire 
that stands for so much should see that that 
wastage is made up and the number of 
men we have pledged ourselves to send is 
sent? And I say that the only way to deal 
with those who are failing to do their duty 
is to say to them, " If you will not go volun­
tarily, then you should go compulsorily." 

Mr. H. J. RYAN: 'What about raising the 
pay? 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: I think. when we 
realise the amount of pay that 1s given to 
the British soldier, and the amount of pay 
that is given to the soldier of our alliee, 
we are doing our best; but if we can do 
more I sav let us do it. I am proud to see 
that the Hon. Mr. Hughes, the Prime Min­
ister of the Commonwealth, is taking the 
stand he is taking. 

Mr. COLLINS: What stand is he taking? 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: He is taking the 
stand that he promised a certain number of 
men on behalf of the Commonwealth of Aus­
tralia, which he represents, and that the 
wastage should be made up, and I am glad 
to see that at those meetings which he has 
addressed, men who, perhaps, a few weeks 
ago were opposed to conscription, are pre­
pared to join with him in any action he 
decides is necessary. When we realise what 
Mr. Meagher, the Speaker of the Legisla­
tive Assembly of New South Wales, said the 
other night, after that great meeting which 
Mr. Hughes addressed, I think there should 
he no question between party and party, but 
we should all unite with that man, the 
leader of our Commonwealth, in whatever 
r_ction he thinks is necessary, and if he thinks 
that conscription is necessary then every man 
amongst us, whatever his politics may be. 
should follow him and see that the name of 
our great country is upheld. 

}'.Ir. CoLLIKS: \Ye want no Kaiser in this 
conntrv, \vhcther his nan:w is Hughcs or any­
thing ~lse. 

Hox. ,J. G. APPEL: It is not a question 
of Kaiser or anything else. I have en­
deavoured to explain that it is a matter of 
principle, the upholdin 0 of the aims of our 
great Empire, the Empire that has stood for 
freedon1 and libt:rty) political Jnd religious. 

Mr. PETERSOK: ·would you believe in 1\fr. 
Hughes taking money without interest during 
the war'? 

[Hon. J. G. Appel. 

HoN .• J. G. APPEL: If people are able to 
lend money without interest, why not? 

Mr. PETERSON: Ah! Conscription of 
money. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: Why not? Appar­
ently I have here on my left a number of 
gentlemen who are opposed to conscription. 

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: However, they will 
have to come to heel. I have no doubt they 
will come to heel. 

Mr. CoLLIKS: \Yho is going to bring us to 
heel? 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: However, ,,-hat I 
want to point out is that this i~ not a ques­
tion of party politics, though those who are 
opposed to conscription a!lparentl~ regard. 1t 
as such. I do not regard 1t as sucn. I thmk 
it is a matter about which there should be no 
controversy. I simply brought it up in 
oonscquence of the remarks m a de by the 
Minister in reply to the leader of the Op­
position and I can only re1terate that I 
shall be' proud, as a member of the Liberal 
party and a member of the Opposition, to 
follow in the footsteps and do what I ~an 
politically and othenvise for 9ur great Pn.mc 
Minister-(Government laug!lte1·)-who nas 
made--

Mr. McMINN: You would kill him. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: That might be. but 
you will come to ~eel. I dare say I will s~e 
you running at h1s heel yet. I dare say, 1f 
he came to Brisbane, the hon. members who 
are interjecting would be. the first. ones to 
run at his heels ; and to lwk them 1f neces­
sary-that is politically. 

Mr. PETERSON: Who is doing the licking 
now? 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: However, I say it is 
not a matter of party politics. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTIOX : 
Why was it introduced? 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: I do not know. The 
Hon. the Minister dwelt on it. According 
to the Speech, the leader of the Government 
is in accord with it. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRCCTIOX : 
The leader of the Opposition made a party 
-attack on the Government. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: Well, I am not 
making a party attack on the Gov~rnll':ent, 
because as I have said, I do not thmk 1 t 1s 
a matt~r of party politics. 

The SECRETARY POR Pc:BLIC IXSTRcCTIOX : 
That is what I say. 

Ho::<r. J. G. APPEL: And we should not 
induln·e in recrin1ination so far as that is 
concc~necl. Those who do not believe in 
assisting the Empire, who do not believe in 
doing their duty to the Empire-let tht'm 
stand UIJ. Let the g·oats be separator\ from 
the sheep. I do not regard it as party 
politics, os a political matter, and . I say 
here on the floor of this House that I do 
not care who the man is. wh0thcr the Pr':11e 
~Iinister of the Con1n1o1nYcelth is the k~K1er 
n£ the IJabonr party or not, \Yhcn he is carry­
ing out hi~ great and .Patriotic effort he .'Yill 
have my vote and mfluence at a~! t1mes 
while he is acting ioO nobly and patnobcally 
for the Con1111onwealth and the greQt Empire 
to \\ :nich \YC belong. 

Mr. H. J. RYA~: Will you vote for him at 
the next election? 
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HoN. J. G. APPEL: Verv likelv. On this 
question, undoubtedly <lncl imques"tionably. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: \Yill 'I'OU support him 
against Sir \Villian1 Irvine? ~ 

Ho;;. J. G. APPEL: Yes. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: Join our party. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: In carrying out that 
pohcy. I have had something to do in a 
good many Parliaments in producing .a 
Speech, and I must confess that when I 
list"ned to this Speech, one hon. friend said, 
"Why, it is like <l- barber's cat." Unfor­
tunately, parliamentary rules will not enable 
111e to tell hon. n1cn1bers \Yhat a barber's cat is. 
If anv member de 'ires to know what it is I 
will tell him outside or in the refreshme~t­
room aft0r I ha,-e finished my speech. I 
\"onture to "ay that this is the most yeJ·bose 
and lengthy document of its character I have 
ever heard read. There is no doubt that the 
Administration have taken full adntntage of 
the opportunity it affords to laud themselves 
to the very highest point. I am not going 
to detract from anything they have done. 

Mr. FoLEY: It is <1n old game of yours. 

HoN. J. G .. \PPEL: It is not an oLd game 
of mine. 

Hon. J. A. FrHELLY: Do you remember 
how you praised the last Gonrnor' s Speech? 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: I do, and I remem­
ber that I said that if the Government would 
"arry out the policy enunciated in that Speech 
I was prepared to support them. But what 
did they do? 

::Yir. STOPJIORD : Thev brouO'ht vou to heel 
after you made that s"peech. o • 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: I do not think any­
one evm· brought me to heel. The hon. 
member thanked me for what I had done at 
the last general election to assist his party, 
but I can tell him that I did not intend to 
assist his party. But this is irrelevant. My 
time is limited, and I hope that hon. mem­
bers will allow me to continue. As I was 
s:1ying, the Speech is a 1nost Yerbose and 
leng-thy document. I ha ye looked through 
aml through the Speech, but I must confess 
that I have been disappointed with it, be­
cuu.~c, u.s you, :l\Ir. Speaker. will re111en1ber, 

the party now sitting on the Trcasurv 
in opposition, thev \vere ahvavus 
the re should be p·a, ;cd a Tru~st 

Bill. I have looked in .-ain 
f·.1r ~ueb a n1ca"urc in this Speech. I prom~ 
i-~·d to support it. and natnrallv it \Yas one 
c·f ~he tbi1~~-" I looked for in ~the Goyern~ 
Jn,___·ut progn111~n1c. 

FrnE~I Y : }_"'" ou pr01niscd to 

Eo:->. J. G .• \PPEL: I did, but I looked 
;;1 Yain fen· it in this Soeech. and one has 
to juclgc of the · party by th0ir 
aL hons. not their Though ho11. 
Jnctnhr,l';'-=. ncYw of the Fiouse 
ab , of a Trust and 

the oppor­
~uch a 1nea:- nre, the: 

\Yha t is the re ,,son 
Is it 

-:-:1nt th0 tohac-:o h·ust ha-.::e i!lflucnccd then1 '? 
to sa\. bc~causo l1on. nH::mbPl'~ 

coTinor-tion thor":' hD_c:. lv "rl 
... ,n<;;t nnd the Labour 

JJ£tl'ty. 'l'he 1nan in the btrcet can tell you. 

There is another matter that I thought 
would haYe been dealt with in the Governor's 
Speech. and that is a mcamre dealing with 
the metropolitan tramways. You will recol­
lect hmv members supporting the Govern­
ment spoke, about the necessity for dealing 
with the metropolitan tramways when they 
were on this side of the House. Why is that 
measure not embodied in the policy of the 
Go,-ernment? They complained day after 
dav and week after week of the overcrowd­
ing of the trams, and called dm;-n condem­
nation on the Police Department and the 
Home Department, which administers the 
traffic la,vs and regulations, because the trams 
were o.-ercrowdecl. There is greater crowd­
ing- on the trams to-clay than there was two 
years ago. 

Mr. CooPER : And there are fewer trams 
being run. 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: That is even worse. 
:\![embers opposite admit that there are fewer 
trams being run than there were under a 
Liberal Administration, and yet no proposal 
is made in the Go.-ernor's Spench to deal 
with that matter. I believe in the two 
measures I haYe mentioned, and I thought 
that hon. members opposite wore genuine in 
their ach·ocacy of them. I thought the As­
Pistant ~linister for Justice was genuine in 
what he said on this matter. but I think 
the elector·,, will now begin to doubt whether 
he was genuine, because now that he has the 
opportunity to carry out his views, the Go­
;-ernment of which he is a member are silent 
regarding the introduction of such measures. 
The matter of the tramways is a most im­
pm·tant one to the citizens of Brisbane. It 
does not affect me personally. because, except 
for part of the \Yeek during the session, I 
do not liYe in .Brisbane, but it affects the 
public generally, and more particularly the 
\vorkcrs of Queensland. During the last day 
or two, going· home to my place I have found 
the trams so crov. ded that people were sit­
ting on one another's knees. and even crowd­
ing the gangways. I blame the Adm-inistr"­
tion for not putting these matters in their 
programme. I say it is necessary to judge 
them by their actions, and, in .-iew of their 
failure to earn out the views thev have so 
forciblv and or! so manv occasions !;tiel before 
the public as their l)olicy. the electors of 
Queensland must come to the conclusion that 
they ill'C guilt~, of n1al& fide,;;. 

In rep!~- to thE' leader of tl>e Opposition, 
the Minister strm-e to make it appear thnt, 
if the Initiative and Rderendum -Bill-which 
involves an alterat.ion of the Constitution­
were passed, the Bill could be cabled home 
and the assent of the Executive of the Sove­
reign could be obtained in such a short time 
that we could haYe a snccial referendum in 
re·gard to 6 o'clock closing aln;o:st in1tnc·­
diately. I!l making that a'sertion. tho hon. 
gentleman may deceive himself; he ma~· 
deceive his own party; he 1na~r even rlcc:')iYo 
the· people for a tinlC. but he c:d1not dccciYt 
them for all time. 

The SECHET.\RY FOR PUBLTC I:->STHUCTIO:-;: 
\Ye certainly could got the assent cabled out. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: If the Bill ts passcc1, 
it will certainly haYe to go to Great Brit, in 
for consideration bY the ExPcuti,·e c£ the 
Empire. , 

The SECRET.IllY FOil PT:BLIC I:->ST!lUCTIOX: 
In six weeks. 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: \Yhat io the· good of 
talking in that way to one \Yho bas bee11 
a n1e1nber of the E'xccut_i,-e for six y0ars? 

J[on. J. G. Appel.] 
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'Ihev cannot cable the Bill home. It is a 
matter that the ExeeutiYe authoritv would 
not deal with in that slipshod way. The hon. 
gentleman mfty think he can deal with mat­
ters in his own department in a slipshod 
way. I haYe no doubt he doE·', judging by 
the letters I haYe received from State school 
teachers; but that is not the question. The 
home authorities will not deal with such a 
Bill in that way. The hon. gentleman must 
know-or he is deceiving himself-that, if 
that Bill is pas,ed, it will bo at lreast eighteen 
n1onths fron1 now beforo it can becon1c· la\v. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION; 
No. 

HoN. J. G. AP PEL: It will take eighteen 
months before the approntl of the Exccutin' 
of Groat Britain is received, and bdore the 
whole matter can be placed before the olc•c­
tors of Queensland it will be a matter of 
two years. 

Mr. POLLOCK: Rot! 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: You are rotten your­
self. (Laughter.) 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IxSTRUCTION : 
It can be done before the end of the session. 

Mr. POLLOC'K: I rise to a point of order. 
Is the hon. gentleman in order in stating 
that I am rotten "I I would .ask him to with­
draw that. 

The SPE~\KER: I must ask the hon. 
member to withdraw that remark. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: I certainly do not 
believe the hon. men1ber for GfegoTy is 
rotten, and I have no hesitation in with­
drawing the statement, if he think' I referred 
to him. (Laughter.) I repeat that it will 
take at least two years before a referendum 
could be taken. Now, we know that it would 
be pos,ible for a resOlution to be passed in 
this House in one cl a v. I an1 not in the 
confidence of the Legislatiye Council, but I 
am certain that a referendum could be 
taken on the question of 6 o'clock closiug 
within three months at the outside. I have 
always believed in the principle of the 
referendum. I trust the 11eople. I have 
good reason to trust the people. They have· 
trusted me, and why should they not be 
giwn the opportunity of deciding rhis ques­
tion? There has been a bona fide request 
made by a great number of people for a 
referendum on this important que~tion, and, 
if the hon. members who constitute the: Go­
vernnlent at the prt:::sent tin1e are genuine, 
why do they not introduce and pass a 
measure to submit the que·,tion to the: elec­
tors? I feel sa.ti ~tied that we would bo 
Y:·illing on this side to suspend the .Standing 
Orders to allow the measure to go through 
in ono day. 

OPPOSITION :ME~lBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: If hon. m0mbor' on 
the other cide are genuine-if thPy bona 
fide believe in the policy of the referendum­
why cannot they pass thi, measure next 
week? It would go through the Council 
without delay, and then the Government 
cou]d n1ake arrnng('lnents for taking a poll, 
and, at the longest period of tin1e, within 
three months 11 vote could be t11ken. In 
Kew South \C\Tales the Labour GO\·ornmcnt 
c1id not hesitate to take a referendum on the 
wbject, .and it was stated that they, liko 
the party in power in this State, were placed 
in office: by the influence and the pecuniary 
.assistance they received from the liquor 

[Hon. J. G. Appel. 

part;-. '!:'hen wlw should the Government 
hesitate here? Tl1e people \Yant it, and why 
should they not be allowed to express their 
opinion? 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: \Yhere did vou <!et 
the big donation from that you gave to the 
Country party 1 

Ho}!. J. G. APPEL: Out of my O\Yll 
pocket, where all that I spend cameo from. 
That is probably more than the hon. gentle­
man can say. (Laughter.) Unfortunately. I 
have always had to put my hand in my O\Yll 
pocket for anything I have spent. I am not 
in the fortunate position that the hon. gontlc­
Inan is in. I wish I \vas. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: Don't vou think vou 
were generous in giving seven!! hundred~ to 
assist a political party when there: ''"ere 
several patriotic funds about? 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: I know where the 
n1oney can1e frorn. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: So do I. 
Hox. J. G. APPEL: I am quite satisfied 

the hon. gentleman never gave any contri­
bution to any party out of his own pocket. 

"'Ir. CARTER: He· is not a licensee! nc-
tualler. 

Hon .• J. A. FIHELLY: I know where you 
got that cheque from. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: I would like to refer 
again to the matter of the police, and par­
ticularly to the treatment of the Commis­
sioner of Policn, who is a highly situated 
officer, and who has been truoctcd by every 
Administration which has been in powe1·. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: You led him a clog's 
life. 

Ho'<. .]. G. APPEL: I do not know 
whethN I did, but I have always valued 
him Yel"Y highly. 

Hon .• J. A. FIIIELLY: JYir. M:acartney says 
you did. 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: The hon. member for 
~rool\ one; n1a"· ha Ye been in error. I con­
sider the Commission·'r to be a most Yaluable 
officer; a n1an \Yho iR capable and ff~a.~.les:::. 

and one ·who tvas always prcpr:tr(•d 
[9.30 p.m.] to do his dut;' when he was 

ordered to do it. He did hi'' 
duty as he IYas ordercfl to do it on a certain 
historic occasion, and I should be sorry t0 
think that the action whirh has been taken 
and the hun1iJia,tion 'vhich hcts been p.ir.ccd 
upon hin1 i~ Ollt of reYenge for thP aetion 
which he took at the direction of his :\linis­
torial head. I considered it neces-ary, as 
the a.dministratiYo !wad of thR.t department, 
that the Commissioner should he !•· m idccl 
'vith a n1otor-car. HL~ has to n1akc v~sits of 
inspection extending to something like 100, 
150, and 200 miles in the Yicinity of Brisbane, 
when~ there are no other means of conl­
rnunic~ttion, and it is also necessary that he 
should be in his office when called upon at 
the ewliest possible moment. It seems n, 
singular thing that he has been deprived of 
that moans of communication, which is abso­
lutely necessary for the efficient C-'rr:-ing 
out of the onerous dutid of his office. IY e 
will allow the public to judge whether th,, 
treatmmt of that highly placed officer is of 
a character which should be n1eted 011t to hi111 
by the Gonrnmcnt of the day. As aclminis­
tratiYe head of the Commissioner's office for 
a little OYer five years, I have no hesitation 
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in saying that he is a most honourable and 
dlicient officer, and I can only regard the 
action taken as one of revenge. I believe it 
was forced on the Government by their sup-
1'orters. As long as the late lYir. Bowman 
1·etained the office of Home Secretary he 
would not permit it to be done, and I want 
the people of this State to know that. 

Hon .. J. A. FIHELLY: Why make an attack 
-on the Home Secretary when he is away 1 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: A great deal has 
been said in the Speech as to what has been 
--clone in regard to the public serv<tnt>. \V e 
remember the great majority which com­
posed the Government under the Hon. W. 
Kidston's regime. What was done durin" 
that time, when the surpluses had run int~ 
'hundreds of thousands of pounds, to improve 
the position of the public servants and the 
State school teachers 1 Absolutely nothing. 
'\Vhen the Liberal Administration cume ir:to 
power they immediately commenced to give 
increases according to the amount of the 
finances available to the lower-paid servants 
of the State, and that went on from year 
to year without any increase of taxation; 
but the present Government, which says that 
it has the interests of the taxpayers so much 
at heart, has increased the taxation by 
£600,000 odd. We find that the school 

ieachers are not receiving their increases, 
even with the additions. \Ve increased their 
pay from year to year, but even with those 
additions the pay is inadequate. \Vith the 
increased revenue which the present Govern­
ment hao had from extra ta,xation, what have 
they donP for the lower-paid school teachers? 
The Minister is waited upon day after day 
by deputations of school teachPrs, who are 
paid less than a labourer's wage. Men who 
have to pass examinations, and who are in 
charge of the education and training of our 
yo.uth, are r(eceiving less than a labourer's 
wage, and they appeal in vain to the Go­
vernment. 

The SliCRETARY FOR PuBLIC INSTRGC"'ION : 
\Yould you put more tax<'-; on to pay them? 

Ho;-;. J. G. APPEL: :.Jo. I would not 
have erected State grog shops. The amount 
of money required for the erection of one 
of these State grog shops would give all the 
monc:,· necessary io increase the salaries of 
the lower-paid public servants. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION: 
Do vou know that that does not come out 
of lo"an money at all? \V e do not pay salaries 
out of loan fund. 

Ho:-~. J. G. APPEL: We know that, but if 
~,rou ha vc a large increase of revenue, why 
not give these unfortunate school teachers 
something of that increase? 

Then there are the railway station-masters, 
who have onerous duties, and who are re­
sponsibfe for the receipt and custody of a 
large amount of money. We find that a man 
working on the line has got a larger income 
than a man in charge of a station. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: What did vou do 
when you were in the Ministry 1 -

Ho:-~. J. G. APPEL: We brought them up 
from year to year, and as the money was 
available we increased the amount of their 
·emoluments. Hon. members opposite, who 
. accuse us of not attending to these matters, 

said, "If we get into power, se() what we 
will do." What have they done? They have 
appointed a lot of their partisans to nice fat 
billets, one as an inspector at £600, and 
another as manager of refreshment-rooms at 
a high salary. All the Labour organisers 
have got good Government billets at the 
expense of the unfortunate lower-paid State 
servants. The teachers and the unfortunate 
railway station-masters are penalised simply 
to enable the Administration to appoint their 
organisers and partisans to good fat billets. 
I know one gentleman-I am not going to 
mention his name-who was considered to be 
too aged to be employed by a certain news­
paper in the Labour interest. I understand 
that he has now got a Government billet at 
£400 a year, although, when he was capable 
and able to do his work. I am informed he 
did not got more than £300 from that par­
ticular newspaper. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: You have been mis­
informed. They have been pulling your leg 
again. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: The hon. gentleman 
cannot pull my leg. The boot is on the other 
foot as far as he is concerned. 

Mr. BERTRAlii: Who appointed Mark 
Plumb? 

HoN .. J. G. APPEL: I did, on the recom­
mendation of the Commissioner for Public 
Health. I dare sav that the Assistant Minis­
ter for ,J ustico has" taken the trouble to look 
up that recommendation. That recommen­
cla tion was taken bc"forr the Public Service 
Board, of which the hon. gentleman is now 
a member, and the appointment was then 
made. ·what his politics are I do not know. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: Ho 1s a friend of 
yours. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: Ho is an acquaint­
ance. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: How did you per­
suade the Commissioner for Public Health 
to recommend him? 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: I could not persuade 
the Commissioner to recommend anyone he 
did not wish to. I remember trying to 
induce him to withdraw a prosecution in 
one case, but he simply told me he woe1ld not 
do it. The hon. gentleman will find that he 
cannot get round the Commissioner in that 
way. 

Reference is made in the Speech to the 
action of the Government in searching for 
oil. One would think that the present people 
in power were the first who initiated that 
industry. In the first Mineral Oil Bill which 
I introduced into this House I resened all 
oil-bearing country on Crown lands for the 
Crown. In fact, the whole of the plant that 
is now in operation was ordered and pur­
chased by the late Administration, yet people 
would be led to believe that the present 
Administration are the men who first con­
ceived the idea of undertaking the explora­
tion for mineral oil, and of acquiring the 
plant and putting it into operation. I was 
Minister for Mines, and in self-defence it is 
necessary for me to give this information so 
that the electors of Queensland can see what 
flimsy evidence the present Administration 
are building their case on. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: You never went in 
for it seriously . 

Hon. J. G. Appel.j 
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HoN. J. G. APPEL: I never regarded the 
hon. member seriously. 

The Government claim a great amount of 
credit for their action in connection with 
the stan·ing stock, but we know that every 
Administration has done the same thing. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
We improved it. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: You did not. You 
are practically trying to lead the electors of 
Queensland to believe that you were the first 
Adrninistration "\Yho ever gave reduced rates 
for stan·ing stock to enable them to travel 
to country where there was grass. It is just 
as well for the electors to see that other 
Governments have done the same thing, and 
that this Govcrnm<ent is just carrying out 
what the previow· Government carried out. 
We know that the Secretary for Public 
Instruction is just carrying out the same 
policy that the Hon. J ames Blair carried 
out. There is just ono differenc-e in connec­
tion with that department, and it is that, 
ia my electorate, I ;·eceive four or five let­
ters a week saying that this teacher has been 
changed lwre or that that teacher has been 
transfcnod there. Thev seem to be ven 
active in chopping and changing thci'i· 
teachers about, but I do not get any infor­
mation that thov are receiving any incr~ase 
of salary when t!HJy a;·e so transferred. Is 
it to recei,-e the amount of wages that they 
should receiY€ that these young girls and lads 
go to the expense of tmnsferring themselves 
from one place to another'? 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC I}[STRUCTION : 
No. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: It seems extraordi­
narv that they are shifted about. I don't 
kno'w the reason for if, or whether it is 
political or not. So far as I am concerned 
in my electorate, I do not care what are 
the political opinions of my electors. I repre­
sent the whole electorate. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IliSTR1:CTION : 
Their expenses are paid when they are trans­
ferred. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: I hope they are. 
What is the reason for all this chopping and 
changing about? If there are as many 
changes in other electorates as there are in 
my electorate, I should think it would be 
better for you to keep that money to give 
them increases and allow them to stay where 
they are. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTR1:CTIQ}[ : 
It is at their own request that they are 
removed. 

Hon .• J. A. FIHELLY: It is because they 
want to leave your electorate. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL : The State appal'entl:; 
wants to enter into th~ business of fire in­
surance. (Hea., ~1cur 1J I don't know 
whether they propose to enter on that busi­
nPes on the same conditions as they did in 
connection 'vith e.ccident insurance, and make 
it compulsory. 

Hon. J_ ~"'~· FIHELLY: No. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: I hope not, at any 
rate. If they propo•·e to do that they will 
inflict a gross injustice on a large number of 
shareholders who have speculated and in­
vested hundreds and thousands of pounds in 
shares in fire in"tn:-tncc con1panies. So far as 
the general principle is concerned, I have 
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alreadv said that I think it is quite a proper 
thi:nrr' ~for the State to engage in fire insur­
ance:_that is, to enter into competition with 
other co1npanies. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: Then you support our 
policy? 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: But it would be a 
n1ost improper policy to n1.ake it cornpulsory 
for evcrvone in the State to insure with the 
Governn1ent, and also to confiscate all the 
funds of the fire insurance con1panies and 
their offices. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: We will not ·do that 
this time 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: \Yith regard to the 
accident insurance, we are told that the rate 
\Yhir-h has to be paid is less than the rate 
\Vhich had to be raid to private accident 
inf-Jurance cornpanic..-;. I cannot see that at 
all. Although there was no necessity for it, 
I alwavs insured those vvho \vere in my ser­
vice in" an accident .insurance cornpany. That 
\Vas before the present legislation can1o into 
effect. 

Ilon. J_ A. FIHELLY : Did you insure your 
parliamentary party? 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: You had better get 
Your partv to insure you. Under the priYat~ 
company ·you only paid on the amount of 
wages actually paid, but under the State 
insurance you require to add 15s. a week to 
the amount of the emolument paid. Say 
that a poorer member of the community 
pavs 5s. a week for the service of a little girl, 
then he has got to pay insurance on £1 a 
week. It is very easy to make the thmll: 
pay when you have to add 15s. a w.eek for 
board and lodging· to the .an1ount ot wagef', 
actually paid. I brought this up more par­
ticularly because I want to get some infor­
mation. The Income Tax Commissioner only 
allows 10s. a week to be de-ducted for board 
and lodlj'ing for those employed by a tax­
payer. I take it if the State requires a tax­
payer to add 15s. a week to the wages, that 
instructions will be g·iven to the Income Tax 
Commissioner to allow 15s. a week to be 
deducted for board and lodging for those 
employed by the taxpayer in connection wit_h 
income tax. It is just as well that the public 
should realise that the Government on one 
hand value board and lodging at 15s. a week, 
and on the other hand at only 10s. a week 
Under thPse conditions if the institution does 
not pay then there must be mismanagement 
somewhere. 

There was another matter that was brought 
up, and it really is connected with the State 
butcheries. It was stated by the Premier 
last night. in connection with the cattle deal, 
that 600 head of cattlP had been bought at 
£12 a head, and thut the cattle were worth 
£13 a head: that practically the owner had 
presented the State with £600. Well, he 
was ven· philanthropic, and I venture to say 
I would not have done it. The Premier 
further stated that at that time these cattle 
were worth 75 per cent. more in the market, 
and he stated that a profit of £600 had been 
made. \Vhere did the rest of that profit go­
the difference between £12 plus the 75 per 
cent. and £1 a head? I would like to know, 
and I dare ;av the man in the street would 
like to knmv, "by what mismanegement that 
amount of profit \Vas lost. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: You are using harsh 
terms to-night. 
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Hox. J. C. APPEL: The present Govern­
ment have esta~lished State butchers' shops, 
and It IS as well for us to know _,-here the 
lose comes in, because there should l1ave been 
a Yery tnurh greater profit. It is a n1ost 
extraordinary thing. to rr1v 111ind where that 
difference 1\·ent. llo,vcvc1~. I b.a,./e n1entioned 
it w that the public of Queensland >vill bo 
able to go into the matter and juduo for 
then:selncs as to whether the present Ad­
Dllnlstrabon are such excellent business 
Inanagers as i-hcy say they are. 

Ir: the Speech they s~y, " It is proposed 
to JnOl'ease the expendrture on roads and 
hridges in opening up new lands for selec­
tion, and at present a large amount of this 
work is in hand in the Northern, C8ntral, 
and Southern districts." If the Govern­
ment had been fair, they might have saicl 
" Following out the policv of the late Ad: 
ministration," that work i:s being continued. 
But to put it in the way in which they do, 
they would naturally lead the electors of 
the State to believe that they have initiated 
this policy. Why, this policy has been carried 
out for years and years throughout the 
length and breadth of the State. It is only 
a few years ago that a 'new bridge was built 
over the Barron River, above the falls, and 
roads have been built in lands which have 
been thrown open for selection all ove'r the 
Stat~. It is simply a policy which has heen 
earned out for years, and there is nothing to 
commend it, so far as the State is concerned, 
because- they add the amount of money so 
expended on to the price of the land ; but 
they would lead the people to believe that 
this is a benevolent expenditure for the 
benefit of people who select land, whel·eas 
the people have to pay every fraction of 
such expenditure, with interest added. It 
is a proper thing to do, but I object to the 
present Administration claiming that they 
are the ones to initiate this policy. 

\Ve all realise that there has been a great 
loss of stock in the State of Queensland--

The SPEAKER indicated that the hon. 
member's time had expire·d. 

Mr. PETERSON (Normanby): I desire to 
make a few observations in connection with 
His Excellency's Address, but before doing 
so I wish to refer particularlv to come of the 
remarks which have emanated from mem­
bers on the other side of the House. The 
longer I am in Parliament. the more I am 
convinced of the utter hypocrisy of members 
on that side of the House who claim to be 
the friends of the men on the land. I have 
seen two memben, who pose .as the repre­
sentatives of the man on the land, to--day 
make an exhibition of themselves in irrele­
va~cy, in immature facts, and in staten1ents 
wh!ch cannot ~e borne out bv facts. They 
claun all the v1rtuos as being farmers' repre­
sentatives, and thev sneer at members 0e1 

this side of the House. 
Mr. STEVENS : All the sneering is on vour 

side of the House. " 

Mr. PETRRSON: Early in the· afternoon, 
who was it that cast sneers over to us, and 
said that we could not have any sympathy 
for the man on the land ? 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Whv did you take their 
stuff from them? · 

Mr. PETERSON: The hon. member 
reminds me very much of a gentleman who 
was run down with nervousness. He went 

to his doctor, and asked his doctor what 
would be good for him, and the doctor sug­
gested that he should take whisky and hot 
water every morning. He said, " I cannot 
do that, because' my family are prohibi­
tionists and I am a teetotaller." 'I'ho doctor 
said, "You shave, don't you ?-and you can 
sneak it up every morning with the sha.-ing 
water." So the old chap tried it, and a few 
days afterwards the doctDr called, and met 
one of the family at the door, and asked 
how his father was getting on, and he said, 
"Father seems to be all right physiqally, 
but we do not know what is wrong with 
him. He is asking for hot water all day 
long." The same with our friend here. He 
seems to be harping on a particular thing 
all the time, and has become so obsessed with 
it that he really believes we are stealing the 
stuff. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: So you arc. Why don't 
you knock off stealing it? 

Mr. PETERSON: I am going to show 
members of this House the result of a meet­
ing of the Oakey District Co-oporati.-c 

Society Butter Company, as 
[10 p.m.] reported in the " Daily Mail " 

of 12th ,June, 1916. That is since 
the Labour party has been in power, and 
I believe this district verge's on the hon. 
member for Dravton's district. \Ve were 
told last session·· that the policy of thiA 
Government was going to drive men off the 
land-that it was going to ruin them, but I 
am going to show what has happened on 
the· hon. member's own Darling Downs. Let 
him deny it if he can. This is the report-

" The monthly meeting of directors of 
the Oakey District Co-operative Butter 
Company was held last week. During 
the month, 15 tons of butter had been 
manufactured. and the payment decided 
on was: Al butter, ls. ld. per lb.; No. 
1, ls.; and No. 2. lld. per lb. The total 
amount passed for payment was £2,189. 
In accordance with a resolution passed 
at the annual meeting-, the directors 
allotted new shares in the proportion of 
hYe to every five original shares held. 
A considerable number of new shares had 
also been applied for." 

And yet the hon. member has told us to-ni,·hc, 
as he told us last session, that all the hc­
tories on the Darling Downs have been closed 
down. I am giving him a report from his 
own district, which shows that the share­
holders of one factory watered their stock, 
gave themselves mo1·e shares, and others 
applied for new shares. Arc tlw e the down­
trodden, drought-stricken men for whom the 
hon. member complains? 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Thev are compelicd to 
do it. · 

Mr. PETERSON: Does he think that 
the people of Queensland are deluded? I 
challenge him to come to my electorate and 
talk that " tri pc" there. 

Jll1r. BEBBINGTON: You are showing your 
ignorance now. Right through, you know 
abwlutely nothing about .a butter factory. 

:\fr. PETERSON: I know nothing about 
a butter factorv! I think I handled an old 
churn long before the hon. · member knew 
what a cow wa,. (Laughter.) 

Mr. BEBBIXGTOX: And ne.-er got beyond 
that. 

Mr. Peterson.] 
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Mr. PB'TERSON: I am going to show 
later on how the party of the hon. member 
has retarded the butter industry and the 
progress of the State. Let us go on a little 
now wrth the report of his own factories. 

" Messrs. W. D. Buckley and W. A. 
vYebber reported having waited on the 
directors. as a deputation representing 
the farmers in the vicinitv of Lancwoocl 
with a requ0't that the. Oakev Butte~· 
Company consider the erecti~n of ,a 
el1cese factor,y at Lanc\vood." 

Great Srot ! And we were told that the 
Goverument were driving them oft' the land. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: If you like I will give 
you the names of three cheese factories which 
ha\·e closed down. 

Mr. PETERSON: I am giving actual facts 
as they appeared in the daily Press which 
have not been contradicted. I am n~t for a 
moment going to detract from the seriousness 
of the drought conditions which have pre­
vailed in Queensland in the past. I am one 
of those who hail with delight the entrance 
of better seasons, who say that with them 
and the Government we have in power now 
the outlook for the producer is brighter tha~ 
ever before. 

GOVERXII1ENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. PETERSO::\: The more one comes to 
look into the matter, the more one is con­
vinced of the utter hypocrisy of the hon. 
members opposite. I was in one part of my 
electorate abont two months ago, which is a 
strong Libe!·al centre, and one gentleman 
there, who rs a producer, told me that he 
went into the office of one of the firms in 
Rockharnpton, controlled by a gentleman 
who was in this House in 'the last Parlia­
ment, right in the middle of the neriod 
when the dair.-man was wanting foddci· and 
said. ·:,Hovv" m~lch are you asking for -wh~atcn 
chaff' and was told £15 a ton. "vVell." 
he said, "I have a bit to sell; what will 
you pay for it?" and thev scratched their 
hPads and told him £5. · 

Mr. RoDERTS: Ym.: know that is not true. 

Mr. PETERSO::\': The olectors of Nor­
rnanby know that it is trur~. 

Hon. ,T. 'l.'oL"JTE: Do vou not think that 
unybody would hase jnn;ped at chaff at £b 
a ton at that time. 

Mr. PETERSO:\"": These firms were asking 
i.he stricken dairy farmer £15 a ton, but 
when this gentleman-his name is Barnett · 
I do not wish to hide his name and neithe;. 
does he: he is a Liberal, or was-(laughter) 
-when he offered his chaff to them they 
would only give him £5, and said tha.'t thev 
had plent,s. vYho is it that finds the monev 
to fight us at el• ction time? The verv merr 
who are fighting us and the farmers at the 
same ti1nc. 

Hon. J. ToLli!IE : _',re your farmers doing 
well? 

Mr. PETERSOJ\"": No, and the reason is 
that your Government refused to give them 
water facilities-which they have got now. 

GOVERXMEXT l\iEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. PETERSO;'{: I remember the Hon. 
John V\'hite, ex-Minister for Agriculture, 
when he went to the Dawson Valley, was 
asked whether he would give the eettlers 
assistance to procure water, and what did 

[Mr. Peterson. 

he sav? \Vhat did the friends of the fc.rmcrs, 
the men who cavilled at the Labour party, 
Ra v ? He said, '' No. it is not possible for 
the Government to 'give them assistotnce." 
But now a steam boring plant is operating 
in that district-as a result of Labour rule­
and those people will say. when the time 
comes, that the Government who sit on the 
Treasury benches to-day have been their 
friem.ls. (Hear, hear!) 

l\:Ir. BEBBIXGTOX: There have been boring 
plants all over Queensland during the last 
eight years. 

Mr. PETERSOK: Not operated by the 
Governn1ent. 

Mr. BEBBINGTOX: I have put down 500 
bores myself. 

Mr. McMrxx: There is one bore that has 
not been put down. (Laughter.) 

Mr. PETERSON : I am not talking of 
private bores, but of Government bores. The 
leader of the Opposition, in the speech which 
he delivered to-night, seemed to me to take 
a monopoly of patriotism. One would think 
that all the patriotism in Queensland was 
vested in the Liberal party. I wish to read 
a few extracts from a letter which I have 
received from a friend named W. Fli'rness, 
just to show that, instead of the Labour move­
'ment being sneered at, it is owing to the 
Labour movement that we have so many 
men at the front to-day. (Hear, hear!) 
Men have come to this House and said that 
if it were not for the fact that there was a 
Labour Government in power they would be 
afraid to leave their wives and children be­
hind. (Hear, hear!) vYhat was the position 
before this Go.-ernment did get into power? 
The cost of living was going up; the prices of 
bread, flour, butter, and n1cat \Vere soarin[{. 
and one Minister, then on that side. said 
that he hoped to sec meat 1s. per lb., and he 
got his wish. This is what one man write" 
back to me from Er; .. ·pt-

" Frorn ·what I can see/ our boys '\vill 
con1e back stronger and rnore staunch 
tha:1 ever thev "·ere before. There are 
six Australia,{ \Yorkers' Union men in 
our tent alone, and we intend to do our 
utmo3t, if \Ye return, to see that the 
La boar party is returned stron::;cr than 
eYer.'' 

Further on in the letter he saye-

" If ever you want to take a trip, well, 
do not come to Egypt. Me advice to 
anyone is to stop in Australia. It is the 
best plare I know of, and Queensland 
for preference, so long as the Labour 
party is in power there. which I hope 
vvlll 'bG for many years to eomC'." 

That is a voice from the trenches. 

Mr. BEBBT~GTON: ·what have the"T done 
since they ha Ye been m power? Stoien our 
butter. 

Mr. PETERSON : I will show the hon. 
member what thev have done. vYhen I was 
in lilY electorate, one Liberal gentleman came 
to me and said, "I thought you were elected 
to reduce the cost of living;" I said, "It 
had a great deal to do with it, although I 
did not fight my election on that issue, but 
on the stagnation of the old Liberal party." 
This man has a family of six children, and 
the result of Labour rule is that his bill• 
have decroosed as follow :-Bre<id, 3s. od. e. 
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.-~veek; b':tter, 4s. 6d. ; flour, ls. ; meat, 3•. 
!Jd.-malong a total of 12s. 6d. a week saved 
since this party can1e into po\vor. 

l\lr. BEBBIXGTOX; I suppose he eats less. 

Mr. PETERSOX; 1'\o, he does not eat 
less. Right throug-hout my electorate when 
I haw been questioned on this subject and 
h<tYe plac"d the facts before the people, they 
ha':_e admitted. thei_r truth;, and I say that it 
•s tO the credit of the Laoour GoYernment 
that they ha Ye fulfille<:l their pledge in this 
.respect as far as It \VO.s in their po,ver to 
do so. The le<tder of the Opposition laid 
great stress on the argument th<t t we had 
not reduced the cost of living-. The hon. 
member for Drayton, in referring· to the 
Department of Ag-nculture, stated inciden­
t~lly that the farmer was being robbed ot 
his produce-m other words that the farmer 
•\·as getting too little for his produce. How 
does that harmonise with the statement of the 
leader of the Opposition that the Govern­
mellt ha Ye not reduced t,he co.st of livino·? 
The deputy leader of the Country pa;:'ty 
says the Govcrr11nent arc robbing the fanners. 
and the leader of the Opposition ,qvs the 
GoYernment lwve not robbed them enouo·h 
T~ose nvo argtuncnts a.re irreconcilable: 
What has been the position of the workers 
~me<: the Labour party have eo me into power 
m the Yanous States of the Commonwealth 'I 
_,.l~hose n1e1nber.s \vho remember the strenuou~ 
tunes of 1902 cannot fail to remember the 
huge nun1bcr of insolvencie:~ \vhich occurred 
at that pe.rticubr period, when there was no 
war on. But what do we find now with the 
Labour party in power in the Comi~lonwealth 
and in Yarious States? We find that there 
have heen less inz::,l)lvencies during the past 
3·ear than there e\·er were before. That 
sho\YS tl~a! there n1u~t be somebody guiding 
the clcstmws of the States and the Common­
"veulth \vho are able to g·uido them in a. 
pro!n~r ehanllel. There arc a little over 
4,000.000 people in the Commonwealth, and 
·?f these 2.055,957 me depositors in the Sav­
mg·s Banks ?f Australia. Those depositors 
LHve to thc1r credit no l-ess ;a. sun1 than 
£83.527.000. ~Yho arc the people who deposit 
ihe1_r fl10~1ey 1n those Savings Banks'~ The 
"\York:('rs. tlecaust• the interest is not attractive 
enough for wealthy speculators. 

lion. tl. TOL:3-IlE: That is thf' aro-ument \VC 
.u~ct~ to use in connection "\vith the Saving• 
BanK 

:\lr. PETERSOX: I do not object to your 
us1ng that Hl'gu~ncnt, but I giYe those figuros 
to ehow that the rate of prc•grcss has been 
gl'C'pter und(~r Labour rog-i1ne than it \vas 
L~rw.L~r a Liberal A-rhninistration. rrhoso 
hg·urcs ehow that there is nothino- in the crv 
-of memlJers. opposite that the p';liev of the 
Labour party has been detrimental to the 
pro,grns of the people of tl:e Commonwealth, 

<l11et of the \Yorkcrs 1n particular. 

:\Jr. BEBBIXGTOX : Go to the Downs and see 
the bank account.'l there. 

:\lr. PETERSO:"-J: I "as throuoh the 
Downs a few months ago and saw the drouo-ht 
conditions which prevaile<:l there· <tnd

0 
I 

yield to none in my sympathy with' the men 
who worked as the settlers there did to stave 
off the effects of the drought. 

:\fr. BEBBIXGTOX; They sold their chattels 
±o buy clothes for· their children. 

:\Ir. PETERSOX: If tlw state:nont made 
by the hon. member that those men wmdd 
not produce any more is correct, how is it 
tbat a paragraph appeared in the "Con:·icr" 
~t~ting thftt wo vvero to expect a. record crop 
thrs year·? 

:Mr. BEBBINGTON; Because of the good 
season. 

Mr. PETERSON: Bt1t the hon. member 
advised the farmers not to produce any more, 
and said he was going to be their le:vder 
and would come down here and blow us out. 
New South W'ales, with a Labour Govern­
ment in power. has a yield of 65 000.000 
bushels of wheat last season, and I ventEre to 
sav that \vhen the GoYernment of that State 
again appeals to the people thev--and not 
the so-called friends of the farmer in SusS<~x 
,treet-will again be entrustc~l with the 
administration of the country. 

I desire to thank the Government for the 
considerable amount of good which has been 
done in my electorate" though it is rather 
history now. \Vith regard to the carriage 
of fo<:lder for starving stock, I admit that 
the J1revious Government lowered the rates 
for that class of traffic, but I mention the 
matter now to show that our GoYermnent 
did not withdraw that privilege from the men 
on the land in times of ·distress. Many 
settlers in 1ny electorate had to get their 
fodder from the South, and they got a reduc­
tion in freight down to 75 per cent., <tnd for 
that also I desire to thank the present Go­
vernment. I e.m pleased that the Govern­
ment abolished the railway guarantee tax. 
There <tre in my electorate three railways 
which were opmating· under the railway 
guarantee tax. I haYe always hold that a 
tax of that description is not <t fair tax. 
but that it should be borne by the citizens as 
a whole. and not by one p!lrt of the com­
Inunity, as railways are national 1natter.;. 
The Govornrncnt in abolishing the g·uaranteo 
tax relieved the settlers of a payment of 
£220,357 per ammm. In my elcctm·llte there 
arc nu1nerous settlers \vho \.Vere supplied 
with seed maize, not only last season but 
thi season, and the Go,~ernn1cnt also assisted 
them as far as lay in their power in obtain­
ing wire ndting. l'ro.-iously under the old 
Government. farmers' children had to go 
\Yithout education. Son1c tin1e ago there \Vas 
a. wedding· in 1ny electorate, and the farn1cr's 
Llaughter who was gett-ing married could not 
sign her own nanK·. These people h.ad a'::il,:ed 
fot· a school for years, but right throughout 
tlw ?\ormanby electorate i.he request of 
farn1ers in this connection \va·~ ignor~..:d uHder 
Liberal Administrations. Siuco i.he Labour 
pe.rty came into power fifteen schools have 
been established in the district; yet I am 
asked to join a party like that which refused 
them school'<. I woul·d sooner be shot. I 
prefer to remain with the party "-hose aim 
i>< the betterment of all and the protection 
of the farmer. Let the dairy farmers, and 
other farmers, form themseh-cs into " union, 
not unclee th,, Queensland Farmers' Union­
which is managed by barristers. ex-bank 
1nanager.s, and commission agents-but a 
union of their own-under their own manage­
ment-which will secure them reaso=',le 
prices ior their produce. I am in favour of 
that system. Let the farmers form themseives 
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in.~.'J unions like othrr sections of the con1~ 
1nunity, and then tbey, too, \Yill get the 
results of their O\Yn industry. 

J\1r. BLBBIKGTO:\: I-lo\Y ran they get the 
rcsnlts of their O\Yn induf3try v.·hilc your Go­
vernn1ent is in ]10\YCT? 

:\Ir. PETERSOK: If the Government had 
not protected the people of Qucenoland with 
regard to the butter, the big majority of the 
ccntre.s in n1y electorate would ha Ye h,__ d to 
cat fat. I ;,yould not stand up ~n this r on se 
and ~o"" the })Cople> of Qu(L>nslnnd er tho 
s1- "i('kcn the Dawson \Tallev 
exploited o!' Homa st:ee~t 
agents. 

I also desire to thank the Government 
because th{'v haYP at last sc0n the wisJmn 
of assisting- ~sf:.'ttlers in regard to ;,vatcr. r j_'f'­

viou~ GoYernn1Cllt;'5 bclic,-od in settling people 
on the land. Thev believed in doing a lot 
of things on pape-r; but they dropred the 
settler j-ust at th2 p Jint where he Gnlld ha ye 
becon1e rcvcnuc-pi·oducing for hin1sclf and 
for the State. The result was that many 
hundred:" of settlers throughout Quccnshuxl 
ha YE' f-ufi\=:red th:tough past 1nisgovcrnmcnt at 
the hands of the Liberal party. 

I desir0 also to thank the GoYermnent for 
having incre,u,ed the allovcancc to the ~1eteor 
Purk Orphanage in my electorate. There 
are about 300 children in that orphanage, 
and the GoYemment haye increased the 
&llGwance from 5s. lOd. to 6s. 6d. I am 
also pleased that they ha vc increased the 
allowance to \Yidowcd mothers for their chil­
dren from 4s. to 9s. and 10s. per week. The 
previous Government considered that 4s. was 
ample for a mother who had been bereft of 
her- breadwinner, and they allowed her to 
go out to the washtub to supplement their 
allowance. This party hold that an ample 
alhnvance should be made in such cases, and 
that a widow should be prm-ided with rea­
sonar k facilities for having her children 
edncr. tcd ;lnd for looking after thcn1 herself. 

Then we have to thank the Government 
for the rdlo,vanre thcv n1ake to victi1ns suf­
fering from phthisi,,." l\llen who contracted 
this disease in quarries, stonen1asons, lead 
\Yorkers. and n1cn "Torking in 1nincs, in their 
dying rlays have bern abe>olutely dep~ndent 
upon the 10s. a week that was allowed bv 
the Commonwealth. This Government allmV's 
10s. a \VE:ek to these unfortunate people. As 
a r-esult, these unfortunates are not no\Y wor­
ried in their dying days by fears of >YlDt is 
gojng· to happen to their wiyc;;; and children. 
Thev arc nO\V able to sav, "Thanks to a 
Labour Government I am 'able to spend m? 
last days in cun1parativc cornfort." 

I an1 ver:v plcar.:cd that it is the intention 
of the Gm 2l'l1ll10nt to reintroduce the Local 
Authorities Act } .. 1nend1ncnt Bill. lion. 
mc1nbers opposite giYe it as their reaso!.1 for 
opposing that Bill that they do not bclic\-e 
in granting 'vhat is known as the parlialnen­
tal'V franchise in crmncction with !o:al 
go,~ornn1ont. I an1 on~ of tho··~ \vho do not 
wbscribc to that doctrine. I believe that 
eYer~7 man and \YorrJan \vho is a lodger is 
entitled to a vote in local government mat­
tere. After the Bill \vas introd'!ced last 
session I receiYed a ntunber of letters fron1 
members of shire f'ouncils, most of whmn 
were squatters. asking 1nc to yote agai:n5t 
the extension of the parliamentary franchise. 
I know for a fact that by far the larger 
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proportion of recruits are coming from ~he 
coumrv districts. and It appalc me to thmk 
that 111anv of these young fellows, whom 
these :;:quatters are content to allo"- .to +fig~t 
their battles and defend them, thcu. ~aml­
lic~. :1.nd the1r properhT, are not considered 
entitled to haYe a yoic.u in the n1anagement 
of local affair:":~. 

::.Ir. Gt'XX: Have no squatters gone to the 
front? 

:Yir. PETER SO:'\ : Y cs; but where one 
squatter h"" gone 10,000 workers have gone. 
Am! if squatters have goEc, they have only 
done their duty, and I make bold to say 
that \VC >vould hear a good deal less of con­
scription if the age for military service was 
;·aisecl to fiftv vcars. And when Mr. Hughes 
~on;e~ cut '"i!h a declaration that he , is 
g.Jing to take the n1oncy fron1 the~e P_?Ople, 
tbev ·will SJJon turn round and say. " \\ e are 
goii::tg to object to this kind of thing.'' 

I a1n pleased to n?tict:: that. pro'\yisi.on is to 
be n1ade for con~ohdaung the ...._~grlCulturai 
Bank the \Y mkcrs' D\Yeliings Board, and 
the SaYings Bank. I hold the leader of the 
Opposition respon<ible. for. the anoma11.es 
whirh exist in connection \Yith the adn1n11S­
tration of the Agricultuml Bank Act. I 
believe I h·we more to do \Yith the Agricul­
tural Bank than anv other member of this 
House, aud I ha,,e taken the trou~le to look 
into the cnuses of these ano1nahe", and I 
haYe found that thev are all due to the hon. 
gcntlc:man. I ·do not say that he is pers01;· 
2,lly rct,ponsible for then1, but, ow1n~ to h1s 
beinU' a citY men1ber, he ·was not 1n close 
touch with the settlers when he was adminis· 
tr ring the departrr1ent, and so he \vas not 
laniifiar with the disabilitit''\ under which 
settlns labour. \Vhen the hon. gentleman 
was in charge of the work, he took away 
from the Agricultural Bank the control of 
its inspectors and plac2d then1 under the 
Lands D·epartment.. ::\Iany delays have ar!sen 
from this cause. How can you expect thmgs 
b be conducted properly >vhen the bank 
has no direct power oyer its insp~ctors _? The 
other dav I C';nne acroE=s a case 111 point. ~t\ 
fal'lner ,,~anicd an adYance upon the security 
of the work he had done. }le reported that 
h·c had almoot completed his dip and his 
stockvards. After a delay of some weeks 
the l~angcr W']l1t out-it \Vas quite close to 
Rockhampton-and he reported that no \vo:'k 
at aJl had been done. I procw·cd afl:idav1ts 
from quite a number of reputable citizens, 
includinrr iu'3ticcs of the peace, stating that 
the \York ~had be·en aln1c.~t coinpletcd, and 
that the inspector had never been there at 
all. If that svst0n1 is allowed to prcYail, 
whether it be a" Liberal or a LJ bour Gm-ern­
Inent that i~ in power, anon1al.ie:-3 al'O bound 
to continue. 

_.;.not:her cau:;;o of delav in eonnection \-Vith 
the bank ari,es from the" fact that the Crown 
La,y Office does the legal \York for prac:ti­
callv c'tll tbe GoYenunent dep? ... rtments, ,,..,-Jth 
the ~reo;u1t tLat there is a c,Jnsidcrable an1ount 
of con 6 r -tion in the work of the ofl:ic0. I 
have cftcn thought that thcf3c delays could 
be obviated if the Ag-ricultural Bank's legal 
>York was done by a special officer who was 
not called unon to undertake any other work 
in the Crowi1 Law Office. If those two mat­
ters \Yer~?- remedied, rnost of the present 
anomalie-, in connection with tbe bank would 
be s\>;·ept away, and settlers \voukl be a 
great deal more satisfied than the::~ are at 
the presAnt time. 
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The next matter is this: The Agricultural 
Bank, as at present constituted, has no power 
in regard to the appointment of its own 
workers. I understand that they haYo not 

even got the power to sack the 
[10.30 p.m.] office boy. If any success is to 

be achieved, the bank will have to 
be vested with the same power as the ::\'ew 
South IV ales Bank, where the commissioner 
has the sole right in the appointment of his 
officers. All I can say is that, in my district 
alone, since the Labour party has been in 
power, there has been a gre'ater amount of 
money expended in the way of loans than 
hitherto, which is only right. I regret to 
see that, as far as the \Vorkers' Dwellings 
Board is concerne'd, taking last year's 
figures, the amounts advanced by way oi 
loans for dwellings exceeds that given to 
agriculture by £408,000. I hope that in 
future that position will be reversed, because 
it is far bette'r to see land development 
going on at a greater rate than city develop­
ment. If these suggestions are embodied in 
the amending Bill, I believe they will mak<l 
the oonditions much easier for the settlers 
than has previously been the case. I had 
occasion to complain last year with regard 
to the treatment meted out to some of the 
settlers. Accusations have been made against 
the bank by certain people. I approached 
the directors, and later the Minister for 
Lands, and he agreed to send Mr. Deshon up 
to the Da wson V alley to see if some of the 
anomalies could not be rectified, and I am 
pleased that, as a result of the visit of the 
secretary and accountant of the Agricultural 
Department to that district, many of the 
anomalies have been removed, and things are 
going on more smoothly than before. I hope 
the Bill will provide for an increase in the 
amount which will be lent to farmers. Some 
hon. members think we are giving th1s 
money to farmers, but they have to pay 5 
per cent. for it, and are expe'cted to meet 
the interest payments when they become 
due; they are, therefore, under no compli­
ment to the State, for they are developing 
the country more perhaps than other sectior•s 
of the people. Many persons have been 
appointed inspectors in the past who are not 
practical farmers, and who never knew what 
it was to put up fences or milk a cow. 'I'hey 
were political appointments-men who had 
been taken out of offices in the cities and 
g·iven jobs to get them out of the road. and 
I lay the bad working of the Agricultural 
Bank at the door of these men. I am thank­
ful to the Minister for Lands for baYing 
appointed on the Da ':son V alle:y:. some time 
ago, a ranger who IS a practical farmer, 
and who understands how to value for the 
purposes of the Agricultural Bank. Thccc 
appointments show that the Government are 
working in the interests of the men on the 
land. 

I am pleased to see that there is provision 
made for a State' bank and a State Jnsurancc 
Bill. I haYe always believed in that prin­
ciple. I think the "Daily Telegraph." 
happily pointed out a few weeks ago, . m 
commenting on the amount of money wh1ch 
had been subscribed to the war loan, and 
referring to the part each State had played 
in sub£cribing, that, Yvhile Queensland 
showed up very badly, there was a reqson 
for it. It was because the financifll institu­
tions which had branches in Brisbane sub­
scribed that money from Sydney and. Mel­
bourne, and those States got the credit for 

n1oncv \vhich \Yas earned in Queensla.nd. 
Practicall:y all the headquarters of the 
priYate Il1f:"Uranco con1panies are ou~ of 
Queensland. and the bulk of the pt·emmms 
collected ~o 1o the other States and are 
lost to Qu;ensland; but with State insurance 
the money will be kept in the State, and be 
used b' way of trust funds for the d?velop­
n1cnt 0£ tl;e State. The sa1ne argun1ents 
apply to the State bank as apple' t? the 
State Insurance' Bill, and I do not w1sh to 
labour that subject. 

The hon. n1e1nbcr for Murrumba yesterday 
cautioned the Treasurer to go very carefully 
with regard to trust funds. That meant that 
the hon. rnf·mbcr advised the Treasurer not 
to lend so much money to the farmers. The 
hor1. member for :Murrumba last year also 
asked the GoYernment to desist from spend­
ing Inon('Y on rnorc' schoo1s. 

Hon. J. Tor,"IIE: What he pointed out 
was the 11osition of the trust funds. 

:'\lr. PETER SOX: I am comparing the 
statement of tho hon. member with regard" 
to State schools last session with what he 
said last night. The hon. member, who 
poses as a, master of finance, suggested that 
the Treasurer should be more careful with 
regard to trust funds. 

I also wish to refer to the increases which 
have been given. Hon. members oppo;its 
have stated that we have not increased the 
salaries of the workers engaged by. the Go­
vernment. I have a list here, whJCh I do 
not intend to read at length, which shows 
that the illcreases withheld by the Dc·nham 
Government but which were granted by the 
Rvan Gm·e;nment as one of its earliest acts 
in" the financial vear 1915, including all items, 
amounted to £55,508, and these increases 
were distributed amongst 6,192 people. 
\Vhero does the argument come in that. none 
of these people have received increases from 
the Government? The leader of the Opposi­
tion knows quite well that his Governnwnt 
kept back the automatic increases. The 
Government have done all that was humanly 
possible, not only for the public s~rvants, 
under the circu1nstances, but al~o rn con­
nection with construction workers. 'I'hcse 
men had asked repeatedly for increases, on 
account of the conditions under which they 
worked, and they were denied to them by a 
Government of which the hon. member was 
a Minister. Altogether, the increases 
totalled £215,941, of which the wages staff 
in the railway got £121,548. the automatiC 
increases to the" clerical staff in receipt of 
under £200 per annum were £31,393, and 
the increases to ('Onstruction workers, at 
the rate of ls. a day from 1st July, amounted 
to £63,000. As I have said, that makes & 

total increase given to the public serva1_1ts 
of £215.941. How do hon. members opposite 
square that with the statement they made 
that the nrescnt Government have done 
nothing- wh'ate,·er? I believe that there are 
anomalies, and one anomaly i~ in cor;nection 
with the station-masters and mght off1cers. 

Hon .. J. A. FIHELLY: They were worse off 
under the late Government. 

:'111-. PETERSO:-.J: Yes, the regulations 
militated af[ainst them under the late ~o­
Yernmcnt, and prevented them fron: f!,"ett_mg 
incre1 scs. I am hopeful that these lllJ ustJce& 
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will be remoYed, and that the men in charge 
of i1nportunt stations, and tht' night offieers. 
will receive increases to which they are justly 
;mti tied. 

I am pleased that there is a Police Offences 
Bill projected. Time and again the Commis­
sioner for Police has asked for further powers 
to be given to him in connection with im­
moral houses and street betting. I hope that 
that Bill will come forward this session and 
be given effect to. From what I have seen 
in the neighbourhood where I live, the time 
is now ripe for action to be taken against 
immoral houses and sly grog-selling and also 
the gambling element. lt is time these things 
were dealt with, because they are sapping the 
moral fibre of the people. I hope that the 
Government will give effect to that Bill im­
mediately. 

It is not my intention to speak further. I 
am pleased to observe from the Governor's 
Speech that the farmers are going to get 
their share from the Government and that 
there is an amendment of the Agricultural 
Bank Act propsed. I am hopeful that there 
will be increased financial facilities and that 
offi.:;ers will b_e appointed to carry out specific 
duties to avoid the long delays that now take 
place. 

Another measure which I hope will bn 
passed is the Land Bill. I have many prickly­
pear selectors _in my electorate, and they 
were deeply gneved that members oppositP, 
assisted by their friends in the Uppr•r 
House, turned down the Bill which was 
introduced last year. and which granted 
the selectors an extension of their term of 
lease from twenty-five years to forty years. 
The hon. member for Murilla thou~ht he was 
going to hoist the Government o; a petard 
by originating a conference of prickly-pear 
selectors, but the m em hers of that conference 
waited on the Premier to-day and, accord­
ing to the " Standard" report, one of the 
number spoke as follows:-

"Mr .. J. vV. Newberry (Central Coun­
cil, Queensland Farmers' Union) stated 
that thH were thankful to the Labour 
Governrrwnt for having introduced a 
rneasu.re last _session which promised very 
matenal assistance. Thev all read of 
the Government's propos~l last session 
with jo::, but they had met with bitter 
disappointment. 'l'hey knew thn sin­
cerity of the Government in desiring to 
help the arm~- of fighters who were 
battling with the worst pest Queensland 
h>td-prickly-pear. 

"So severe was the distress. stated 
:Mr. Newberry, that people were living 
on wallabies and dry flour, children were 
clothed in rags, for ordinary pur­
poscs going about almost naked. with no 
money to find anything to eat. The situ­
ation wus absolutely deplorable. They 
asked that their leases should last for 
fort~- instead of twenty-fiye years." 

Mr. VowLES: I have supported that for 
year8. 

Mr. PETERSON : Hon. members prefer 
to help the wealthy squatter rather than 
agree to the prickly-pear selectors getting 
an increase of their leases from twenty-five 
to forty years. 

Mr. VOWLES: vYi!I the Premier introduce 
the Bill dealing with prickly-pear selectors 
• by itself? 

[Mr. Peterson. 

Mr. PETERSON: The Premier will h·c 
subordinating his position if h<' allowed him­
self to be dictated to by the upper House. 
He is the Premier and leader of this party. 
and we object to him being dictated to by 
the Upper Honso as to what class of legis­
lation should be put through. If hon. mem­
bers think we are going to put legislation 
through in piecemeal fashion, they make a 
great mistake. 

Mr. VowLES: Is that the way you are 
going to deal with the returned soldiers? 

Mr. PETERSON': I read a letter just now 
from a returned soldier saying the soldiers 
were coming back to fight the battle for 
Labour. vVhen I was in the hon. member's 
electorate the other day, a returned soldier 
told me that he had come back to work for 
the Labour party there. According to that 
paragraph in the " Standard," we have elec­
tors on the verge of the hon. member for 
Dalby's electorate saying that they know the 
Government are sympatf>etic to the man on 
the land. 

Hon. J. 'foL:\IIE: Why should they not be 
sympathetic? I increased the term to twenty­
fhe years. 

Mr. PETER SO I\: I am pleased to hear 
it but we arc prepared to go twice as far 
a~ YOU Last vear you had a chance of 
incr~easing it to" forty years, bu~ the Upper 
House turne·d it ·down. I predict that now 
we arc going to have good .'<Jasons, all the 
fulsome talk of hon. members opposite about 
the reduction in the amount of production 
will prove to be mere twaddle. \Ve will 
find that as a result of the Labour Govern· 
ment and good seasons that w.e _will have 
prosperity. I was pleased to notice at the 
show that there was a great -demand for 
bulls. cows, and stallions from people from 
all parts of Queensland. Tltcy boug·ht the 
ce.ttlc to go jn for dairying. I v. J.S plea~0il to 
noti~e the line disnlav of vc(.<'etablcs fro1n 
Wallumbilla. It sh,;ws' that since rho Labour 
Government have been in po\vcr "\YO have ha.d 
bigger vegct:tbles produced than vvere ever 
prOduced before. (L.t_ughtcr.) "Yoa .could 
uot iift the hll'nips, and the Lects \\'ere also 
large. Hon. nlcnlbC'l'.S know pcrfec~.ly well 
that the price whieh h~' been obtamed_ f0r 
cattle. that the pl'iec wh1eh h;'s been obhtmed 
for p1gs--

Mr. ~fomm: £18 17s. 6d. per head for 
cattle, which is a record. 

Mr. PETERSON: I say. with these prices 
and good season.;; ohf'ad of ns, \YC~ c.an look 
forward with confidence to the future, and 
\vhen next election cotncs round \VC can say 
that with the aid of Prm-idence particularly 
and a yery good GoYcrnrnent \VC have been 
able to send Queensland ahead far greater 
than m-er she was sent ahead before. 

GovER:;'oiEXT lVID!BERS: Hear, hear! 
Mr. SMITH (Jiackay): I beg to move the 

adjournment of the debate. 
Question put and passed. 
The resumption of the debate was made 

an Order of the Day for Tuesday next. 

SPECIAL ADJOuR::\ME:--!T. 

On the motion of the PRE:\HER, the 
House adjourned at nine minutes to 11 
o'clock till Tuesday next . 




