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Special Adjournment. [23 AvcusT.] Questions. 35

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

WrDNESDAY, 23 Avcust, 1916.

The Speaker (Hon. W. McCormack, Cairns)
took the chair at half-past 3 o’clock.

PAPERS.

The following papers, laid on the table,
were ordered to be printed:—
Report on the cost and circulation of
“ Hansard.”
Annual report of Metropolitan Water
Supply and Sewerage Board, Brisbane.

QUESTIONS.
Price OF RAwW SUGAR.
Mr. SWAYNE (Mirani) asked the Chief

Secretary—

“1f, as buyer of all the raw sugar
made in Queensland, he will raisc the
price sufficiently to enable the producers
to comply with the conditions of the
award now being made by the Industrial
Court; or, if not, will he use the powers
the Crown possesses under section 46 of
the Industrial Peace Act in order to
save the sugar industry from a serious
injury before it is too late to intervene?”’

The PREMIER (Hon. T. J. Ryan,
Bareoo) replied—

“The raw sugar was purchased by
virtue of an agreement with the Com-
monwealth Government, and the price
cannot be increased without the consent
of that Government, With regard to the
latter portion of the question, I would
sugegest that the hon. member address a
question to the Minister for Works.”

SPREAD OF LANTANA,

Mr. SWAYNE asked the Secretary for
Agriculture and Stock—

““What has been done since 20th De-
cember of last year, when, in reply to
my question referring to the rapid
spread of lantana on our coastal grazing
lands, he stated that the Intomologist
was then endeavouring to obtain a fur-
ther supply of the fly ¢ Lantana agrono-
myza’ 7"

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
AND STOCK (Hon. W. Lennon, Herbert)
replied—

“The co-operation of a visiting ento-
mologist has been sought, but without
result so far. The Commissioners of
Agriculture in Hawaii decline responsi-
bility for sending the insects beyond
that island.”

PREMIER AS A VOLUNTEER FOR ACTIVE SERVICE.

Mr. CORSER (Burnett), on behalf of
Mr. Morgan, asked the Chief Secretary—

“Is it a faect, as reported in the
English Press, that he volunteered for
active service, but was refused permis-
sion by the Recruiting Committee on the
ground that his services would be of
greater value to the Empire as Premier
of Queensland ?”’
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The PREMIER replied—

““ This question should be addressed to
the Recruiting Committee. If, however,
the hon, member thinks the matter of
sufficient public importance, and obtains
the consent of the Recruiting Committee,
I shall have much pleasure in showmg
him the correspondence on the matter.”

PRICE OF MTUTTON.

ir. CORSER, on behalf of Mr. Morgan,
asked the Chief Secretary—

“1. Is the price fixed for mutton by
the Imperial Government to be uniform
throughout the States—viz., 55d.?

“2. If not, what price has been fixed
for mutton for supply to the Imperial
Government by States other than Queens-
land ?

“3. The quantity of mutton, if any,
supplied to the Imperial Government
from Queensland from the 1st January,
1916, to 3ist July, 191677

The PREMIER replied—

“1 and 2. The price now fixed for
first quality wether mutton by the Im-
perial Government—viz., b54d. per Ib.
f.o.b. (lower grades proportionately less)—
applies to Queensland, New South Wales,
and Victoria. We have no advice as to
what price is being paid for mutton sup-
plied by South Australia.

““ 3. 29,554 carcasses.”

IrswICH WORKSHOPS DINING-ROOM.

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby) asked the Secretary
for Public Works—

“ 1. Has he noticed a letter appearing
in the ‘ Courier’ entitled ¢ Unionism for
Ever,” wherein it is stated that the
dining-room committee of the Ipswich
workshops, although showing a healthy
profit on the year’s transaction, worked
their employess from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.
without payment of overtime, reduced
the cook’s wages from £2 2s. 6d. to
£1 15s. per \’H,ek and imposed arbitrary
penalties, a,mountlng to 17s. in one week,
on a waitress receiving 17s. 6d. per Weekz,
in respect of breakages of crockery?

‘2. Will he make inquiry into the
merits of this charge?

“3. Are the workmen mentioned in the
article working under an award?

“4. Is the deduction for breakages
legitimate ?

“5. If not, will he take proceedings
under the provisions of the Industrial
Peace Act of 1912 to recover the wages
due to the servant in question?

“6. Will he institute proceedings
against the committece in question for
the recovery of overtime due to these
workmen 77

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
{Hon. E. G. Theodore, Chillagoe) replied—

“1 to 6. This matter will be inquired
into.”

PRINTING COMMITTEE.

On the motion of the PREMIER, it was
formally resolved—

“1. That, in compliance with Stand-
ing Order No. 288, a Select Committee
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Joint Committees.

be appointed to assist Mr. Speaker in
all matters which relate to the printing
to be executed by order of the House;
and for the purpose of selecting, and
arranging for printing, returns  and
papers presented 1n pursuance of motions
made by members.

‘2. That such committee consist of the
following members :—Mr. Speaker, the
Lhalrman of Committees, Mr. Barber,
Mr. Bertram, Mr. W mstanley, M.
Roberts, Mr. Murphy, Mzr. Grayson, and
the mover.”

STANDING ORDERS COMMITTEE.
On the motion of the PREMIER, it was

formally resolved—

“That the Standing Orders Commiittee
for the present session consist of the
following members:—Mr. Speaker, the
Chairman of Committees, Mr. Tolmie,
Mr. Macartney, Mr. Swayne, Mr. Gil-
day, Mr. A. J Jones, Mr. Larcombe,
and the mover, with leave to sit during
any adjournment of the House, and
authority to confer upon >ubject= of
mutual concernment with any committee
appointed for similar purposes by the
Legislative Council.””

JOINT COMMITTEES.
The SPEAKER announced the receipt of

the following message from the Legislative
Couneil : —

‘“ MR. SPEAKER,—
“The Legislative Council having come
to the following resolutions, viz.:—

1. That the President, Mr. Dunn,
and Mr. Fowles be dppmnted members
of the Joint Committee for the manage-
ment of the Parliamentary Library;

2. That the President, Mr. McDon-
nell, and Mr. Fahey be appointed mem-
bers of the Joint Committee for the
management of the Parliamentary
Refreshment-rooms ;

3. That the Premdeut Mpr. Murphy,
and Mr. Hall be appomted members
of the Joint Committee for the manage-
ment and superintendence of the Par-
liamentary Buildings; &

beg now to intimate the same to the
Legislative Assembly, and to request thag
they will be pleased to nominate a like
number of members from their body,
with a view to give effect to the 8th
Joint Standing Order.

‘“ ARTHUR MORGAN,
¢ President.

“ Legislative Council Chamber,
““ Brisbane, 23rd August, 1816.”

On the motion of the PREMIER, it was

formally resolved—

““That & message be returned to the
Legislative Councﬂ intimating that the
Leglslative Assembly had appolnted Mr.
Speaker, Mr. Gunn, and Mr. T. L.
Jones as members of the Joint Library
Committee; Mr. Speaker, Mr. Booker,
and Mr. May as members of the joint
committee for the management of the
Refreshment-rooms; and Mr. Speaker,
Mr. Petrie, and Mr. Payne as members.
of the Jomt committee for the manage-
ment and superintendence of the Parlia-
mentary Buildings.”



Suspension of

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS.
The PREMIER, in moving—

“That so much of the Standing Orders
be suspended for this day as would
otherwise prevent the immediate con-
stitution of Committees of Supply and
Ways and Means, the receiving of reso-
lutions on the same day on which they
shall have passed in those committees,
and the passing of an Appropriation
Bill through all its stages in one day,”

said: This is a practice with which members
of the Opposition should be thoroughly con-
versant, and I think it is unnecessary for
me to give any reasons for having to adopt
it on this occasion.

Hox. J. TOLMIE (Toowoomba): I am
afraid I am not quite in harmony with the
statement made by the Premier when he
said there were sufficient reasons known to
the Opposition why this motion should be
allowed to go as formal. As a matter of
fact, I think there are many reasons known
to the Premier why this motion should not
have been introduced at all at this stage,
and when introducing it a very considerable
amount of information should have been
given to the House. It has been the custom
—if not since time immemorial, for a very
mnxslde;able time, at all events, in Houses
of Parliament under the British Crown—for
members of Parliament to discuss grievances
and seek information before Supply is
granted, and we are now asked to grant
Supply under conditions that, I think, we
should not be asked to consent to. We are
now taking this cpportunity of asking for
certain information to which we are entitled,
and to_which the country is entitled, and
which, T think, the Government are justified
in_giving. I regret very much that the Pre-
mier himself did not see the negessity of
giving the information.

The PrEmiEr: You should have given me
a list of the information you wanted.

Hox. J. TOLMIE: For instance, a num-
ber of questions have already been asked in
this House for information which would be
¢f advantage not cnly to members of this
Chamber but to the outside public as well.
First of all, there is a considerable amount
of curiosity manifested in the Chamber in
regard to_the visit of the Premier to Great
T'vitain.  Ferscnally—and I believe all mem-
hers of the Chamber, too—I am very glad
tc see bim back again—(hear, hear!)—but
when the House closed down last session,
although it was not stated publicly that the
Premier was about to visit Great Britain,
we on this side of the House knew that such
was the intention. It is hardly necessary
for me to give the reasons how we came to
have that knowledge.

Mr. CoLLing: You must have had some
German spies.

Hox. J. TOLMIE : That information came
from a source entirely outside any depart-
ment of the Btate. So far as the public ser-
vants in this State are concerned they have,
from my experience, been true to the present
Government, as public servants ought to be,
and they have received no encouragement,
at any rate from this side, to be other-
wise; and, further than that, I might
say that my opinion of +them is that
they would resent any action of that kind
had any overtures been made to them. T
think it is highly improper for members on
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the other side to say that public servants
have given information in regard to the
movements of the Premier, because the
Premier himself is quite well aware that
probably very few, if any, public servants
knew of what his proposed movements were.

The PreEmier: I did not know myself till
well into the middle of March.

Hown. J. TOLMIE: I quite agree that the
Premier may not have been definitely aware
of the fact antil the middle of March, but I
say we knew from the fact that certain cases
were pending in England which were asked
to be postponed because it was anticipated
that some time in March, or thereafter, the
Attorney-General of Queensland would be in
London for the purpose of dealing with those
matters. We knew of that information at the
latter end of last year, and we knew that
probably the Premier was about to visit

England. There is a certain amount of
obscurity attaching to the visit of the
Premicr. All that we know is that certain

cases were pending; that he went there for
that purpose, and we had, before he went
away, the knowledge that there were indus-
trial troubles brought about by the party
on the other side; brought about absolutely
by the legislation they passed—troubles of an
important character that might necessitate
his attendance in England; at any rate,
necessitatec the attendance of the Prime
Minister of the Commonwealth of Australia.
Hon members on the other side may not
know, but at any rate we do know that such
was the case, and it is just as well that all
information of that character should be
available to the people of Queensland. We
should know exactly the position in which
we stand in relation to all great public ques-
tions. If that were part of the mission of
the Premier to England, then we ought to
have some knowledge of it. As a matter of
fact that was a part of his mission, because
in an article that was contributed by himself
in ¢ Reynolds’s Newspaper” of the 14th May
of this year, he indicated that it was ques-
tions in relation to the sugar industry that
brought him to England.

The SPEAKER: Order! The question
before the House is the suspension of the
Standing Orders, and I would suggest to the
leader of the Opposition that he and other
members of the Chamber will have ample
opportunity, on the motion that I do now.
leave the chair, of discussing grievances. It
is usual, before granting Supply, for all
grievances to be ventilated, and I would sug-
gest to hon. members, in order to save
repetition, that advantage be taken of the
motion I have mentioned for that purpose.
I hope the hon. member will keep to the
question as to whether the Standing Orders
should be suspended or otherwise.

Hox. J. TOLMIE: Well, I think I am
keeping to the spirit of the motion that is
before the House.

The SPEAKER : The hon. member led off
by stating that it is usual to discuss griev-
ances before Supply is granted.

Howx. J. TOLMIE: I have not come to a
grievance yet. (Laughter.) I only asked for
information in regard to that matter. I do
not want to discuss the question twice over.

The SPEAKER: The hon. member will
have an opportunity of discussing it on the
motion that I do now leave the chair.

Hon. J. Tolmie.)
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Hon~. J. TOLMIE: In view of the attitude
that you have taken up, Mr. Speaker, in
relatx_on to grievances—I am not going to
question that it is a sound one—I will not
discuss the matter to any further great ex-
tent now, but will take the opportunity—as
you say and as I know—will be available
when the question arises that you do now
leave the chair. At the same time it is just
as well for me to intimate that there is in-
formation which is sought by members on
this side of the House, not only in relation
to th{) visit of the Premier to England, but
also in relation to other matters. For in-
stance. we want to know what our financial
position is. We are quite justified in wanting
to know that. We shall also want to know
why it is that Parliament has been called
together at so late a date in the year, and
something in relation to the attitude the
Government has assumed in connection with
the public service. Now, in mentioning
these matters now, I do not deprive myself
of the opportunity of discussing them later
on. Is that so, Mr. Speaker?

The SPEAKER: The hon. member will

not be in order in discussing them now.

Hox. J. TOLMIE: But I do not deprive
myself of the opportunity of discussing them
later on?

The 'SPEAKE.R: The hon. member will
not be in order in discussing them now.

Hox. J. TOLMIE: T take it for er ted
that, as T shall not be in order in disgcl;srsliig
them now, T shall be able to do so later on.

The SPEAKER: The hon. member wi
understand that the question before V}D;}i
House is the suspension of the Standing
Orders. If he objects to that suspension
he must shape his arguments accordingly. ’

; }%}?N. J. TOLI\_I{,)E :hI will not continue any

wrther now, with the obj i ing

them Tapeo™ jeet of discussing
HoxotrasLe MeumBERS : Hear, hear!

. tHog. iT G. APPEL:
intended to say a few words i -
ject, but. in view of what you %I;\'ghiigubl
shall only suggest to the Premier that if he
13 prepared to answer the question and give
us the information which has been sought by
the leader of the Opposition, possibly we

will be able to get through with 1 i
nore specdily. £ ' he business

Mr. Speaker,—I had

The PrewiER: There is some information
that you know I cannot give.

. Hox. J. G. APPEL: But there is certain
1Cr)1form.g.twn that not alone the leader of the
pposition wants, but that th

Queensland want. ¢ ¢ people of

. A{r. CoorEr: And that Germany wants
00! ’

Ho~. J. G. APPEL:
for _Info}fmation as to
motion has been made. owever, as 1 v
already stated, if the hon. member is h;r‘ee-
pared to give us such information as has
been mentioned, I think it will certainly facili-
tate business, and I am prepared to sit down
now and_ await the moment which, as you
have said, will come when we will have a
further opportunity of discussing grievances.

Question put and passed.

[Hon. J. Tolmie.

We are only asking
t}ie reason why this

Supply.

SUPPLY.
ApproPRIATION BIinn No. L.

The TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Theocdore,
Chillagoe) : Mr. Speaker,—I beg to move that
you do now leave the chair, and the House
resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole
to consider the Supply to be granted to His
Majesty.

Hon. J. TOLMIE: Before you leave the
chair, Mr. Speaker, I desire to get some
information from the Government with
regard to the matters that have cropped up
since the House last met. As you are aware,
I have already spoken in relation to the
absence of the Premier—an absence which
he no doubt can thoroughly justify. I have
not the slightest doubt that he will be abie
to justify his visit to the mother country,
but so far as the public is concerned, und
so far as this Chamber is concerned, we
know little or nothing of the business that
has taken the leader of the Government out
of this State. It is a very desirable thing
that the public should know ali that Is
desirable for it to know in connection with
the movements of its public men, more
particularly when these public men are
acting in their public capacities. And that
is the information that we are endeavouring
to seek now, and the information that up to
the present time has not been granted. We
know whnat statements have appeared in the
public Press, not so much perhaps the Press
here as in the Press of the mother country
and of America regarding the movements
of the Premicr. When he left Queensland
we were not aware of the rcasons that were
taking him to the mother country. He told
us then that matters of great moment had
arisen that necessitated his presence at home.
When he got to the mother country he is
reported as saying, in an article contributed
by himself to ‘‘ Revnolds’s Newspaper.” that
he had come in connection with industrial
matters, and more particularly in connection
swith the sugar industry.

The PreMIER: Where is that? Read it.

Hox. J. TOLMIE: It is in ° Reynolds’s
Newspaper 7’ of the 14th May, and if some
hon. member will go to the library and get
“ Reynolds’s Newspaper” of 14th May I
will be able to read out what the hon. mem-
ber said before 1 sit down. The * British
Australasian ”’ of 4th Max had practically
the same statement, although that was not
an article contributed by himself—that he
had come home in connection with industrial
matters, and more particularly in relation
to matters affecting the sugar industry.
Well, there are many people herc who are
interested in the sugar industry. I think it
is at the present time in a very perilous
condition-—(hear, hear I)—and probably. not-
withstanding the visit of the Premier to the
mother country, there will be no sugar
industry whose interests he mav safeguard.
Again, we understand that the Premier was
vigiting the old country in connection with
financial matters—that his presence was
necessary there. That was a statement that
went forth here.

The PreMiER: That is
Premiers used to say.

Hon. J. TOLMIE: Now, we are very
anxious to know what the financial position
of Queensland is to-day. There never was

what the Ilate
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a time when there was more necessity for
money to be utilised in the State than now,
and from the statements that have been made
by Ministers I am not of the opinion that
the financial position, so far as money ava11~
able for public works is concerned, is a
good one, because we have the statements of
Ministers in recent months that they arc in
the unfortunate position of not having money
at hand for the purpose of carrying on
public works. We have those statements
appearing in the public Press, but on the
return of the Premier we were told that in
England money was handed to him out of
a shovel, that he was asked if he wanted any
money, and that he could have all the money
he required. I think it must have come
under the notice of hon. members here that
in one of the papers circulating in this
city an excellent cartoon appeared of the
Premier himself being handed all the
millions that are waiting for him. Perhaps
he will be able to give us some information
in regard to that matter—as to whether he
has been successful in securing that amount
of loan money which is necessary for this
State if it is to carry on its public works.

Then we come to another question that
we are centitled to ask the Premier this after-
noon. That 1s, ““ Why has Parliament not
been called together earlier?”’ Hon. mem-
bers will remember that last year, when the
Estimates were being passed through the
House, an additicnal month’s Supply was
eranted by this Chamber to the Government
for the ostensible purpose of obviating the
necessity of a motion such as is before this
Chamber now. It had been customary in
past years for the House to meet in the
first week of July, and the first business
almost always was the suspension of the
Standing Orders, so that a motion might
be pas sed thlouvh the Chamber granting
Supply for the purposes of the public ser-
vice. And the question was frequently raised
and objeetion  taken—¢ What! Are you
going to deprive tho public servants of their
earnings. of their salaries and wages?’ And
that is the unenviable position in which we
stand this afternoon. We may be charged
by hon. members opposite that we arc stand-
ing in the light of the public servants of
Quecensland, ‘c}nt we are depriving them of
the wages to which they are justly cntitled.
Well, we are prepared to take that odium,
relving on the fact that public servants of
Quecensland are men of discernment, that
they can easily lay the blame on the right
shoulders, If there is anybody to blame,
then it must be the Administration of the
State of Qucenstand.  They had thirteen
months’ Supply granted to them, giving them
the opportunity to meet if they felt so dis-
posed at any time during last month, and
then a Bill might have been passed through
all its stages in the usual way. Why iz
there any delay? We are in exactly the
same position now, in spite of that grant,
and if that is a policy we approve of, and
if the hon. members of this Chamber so far
forget their principles, then a Government
might carry on from year to year without
meeting the House at all. It would only be
necessary for them to pass a measure such
as was passed last session, giving them addi-
tional Supply not only for one month but
probably for the whole twelve months.

The TreastrRer: You did not object to it
last year.

AUGUST.)
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Hox. J. TOLMIE: No, because it was
put in in such an insidious way. (Govern-

ment laughter.) And the interjector had
every 1‘ight, when he knew that he was de-
parting from a fixed principle, to come before
this Chamber and tell us that he was asking
for thirteen months’ Supply.

The TrrastrRer: The year was mentioned
in the resolution.

Hox. J. TOLMIE: I do not doubt that,
but I say that the hon. wmember should
have mentioned the fact that he was asking
for Supply for thirteen months. We had
been sitting here for weeks discussing the
finances of the State of Quecnsland, and had
been voting supplics for a period of twelve
months—that 1is, to the 30th June of this
year. That is a practice which has obtained
in this House from its inception—that Supply
has besn granted for twelve months—and
naturally, being accustomed to see Supply
granted for twelve months, and having dis-
cussed the matter and granted Supply for
twelve months, when the Bill came in at the
end of the evening, it was rushed through
the Chamber, because everybody agreed to
the motion, and no one could notice the
fact that it was for 1916-1917 until after the
measure had passed through this Chamber.

The TRrAsTRER : The resolution was placed
before the Committee.

Hon. J. TOLMIE: That is the position
with regard to that matter. I say there was
every reason why the Government should
have met the House during the month of
July or early in August, in order that there
would be no nececssity for this motion this
afterncon. I do not know whether the fact
that the Premier was absent from the State
was the real reason why the House could not
meet—it may have been so—but it has hap-
pened before that when a Premier has been
absent from the State the business of the
country has gone on. The business of the
country should not nccessarily suffer because

of the absence of the chief Minister. We
had an instance in the sister State only a
few weeks ago, where Parliament was

opened, and the Premier had gone away a
few days befor¢ on probably what was a
well-carned holiday.

Mr. Bookzer: He went away on a holiday.

Hox. J. TOLMIE: As the hon. member
for Wide Bay says, he went away on a
holiday, but the business of the country went
on in the usual w ay. The country was not
inconvenienced because of the absence of
the Premicr, and I do not see that there was
any reason \\hv this State should have been
inconvenicneed in that respect.  Another
motion which is to come on will show some
of the inconvenience which members of this
Chamber will suffer from the fact of Par-
liament meeting so late in the year.

Then, this is the time to ask for an ex-
planahon as to why the Government has
seen fit to dispense with the services of a
great number of its public servants—men
who have been in the public service for a
very considerable period, and who are
thoroughly capable to-day of discharging all
the functions they are called upon to per-
form, and who are now, with their ripe experi-
ence, better servants than they were twenty
or thirty years ago. Tt is laid down in the
Public Service Act that when a public ser-
vant attains the age of sixty: five years his
services may be dispensed with, but there
is also a proviso that the Mmlstry may, if

Hon. J. Tolmaie.]
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they see fit, continue those services from
year to year until the servant has arrived
at the age of seventy years. That has been
the practice in this State, and the present
Government last year, and even this year,
granted an extension of time to some of
these public servants. Then all at once
their services are dispensed with because,
it is stated, that they have arrived at the
age of sn{ty five. Some of these public
servants have been encouraged to embark
in the public service superannuation fund,
and to a great extent they have incon-
venienced themselves for some time past in
paying in large sums of money every month,
so that by the time they reach the age of
seventy years they may be in a position to
obtain a pension. Of course, I understand
that the money is going to be returned to
them, but in the meantime they have been
deprlved of the use of it. They thought
they were making provision for their retire-
ment at seventy; but that provision has been
taken away from them. No doubt the Go-
vernment will be able to give us some reason
why it has been necessary to follow this
course. It has been particularly hard on
some of these public servants. I know that
some of the men who have been deprived
of the position they occupied have sons
serving their country at the front, and surely
there ought to be some conslderatlon for the
old man when the young man is doing his
duty.

Mr. KirwaN: There are some men work-
ing in the Railway Department for 7s. a
day.

How. J. TOLMIE: I do not draw com-
parison between the navvy who is getting 8s.
a day and a man who is getting a very
much larger salary. If a man has a son
who is serving his country at the front, there
ought to be some consideration for the father
and he should not be turned out perhaps in
very impecunious circumstances.

Then ¥ would like to know if the increases
given to one class of employees are going
to be extended to all classes of employees.
We have in the Railway Department at the
present time a great deal of unrest. There
has been a great deal of dissatisfaction ex-
pressed with the Government because of the
fact that certain increases have been pro-
mised to the employees in the department
and they have not obtained them. The rail-
way station-masters are suffering particularly
in ‘that respect. They know that a station-
master often does not receive the amount of
money that is paid to a night officer, who is
very much his junior, and who may be assist-
ing him on the station, and they have asked
for a redress in that direction. I think that
this is the proper time to ask whether that
is being done. We have also seen that a
deputation waited upon the Minister for
Railways the other day in regard to what is
called ““ dirt money,”” and that in certain
cases that was glanted 1 ask if the Govern-
ment are going to grant that all along the
line? If one class of employees is entitled
to it, I contend that all classes of employees
are entitled to 1t as well.

Mr. H. L. HaRTLEY: Do they all do dirty
work ?

Hox. J. TOLMIE: I have raised the dis-
cussion for the purpose of eliciting informa-
tion that is of public interest, and which
may be of value to hon. members also. More
partlcularlv are we desirous of knowing what
the position of the State is financially at the
present time; whether the Treasurer has

[Hon. J. Tolmie.
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been able to make reasonable arrangements
for the supply of sufficient funds to carry
us on for the coming year, or perhaps for
a longer period. We know that last session
he stated that he had sufficient money left
by the late Government to carry him on to
the end of March this year. It was very
good of the late Government to leave him
that money, and no doubt the amount
was very gratifying to him, and he appre-
ciated 1t to the fullest possible extent. We
desire at the present time to know whether
the country is as financially sound—that is,
that as much money is available for the
Government as there was last year. We ask
that question in view of the Governor’s
Speech which has been placed before us.
We will have to discuss that at another
time, when we shall find it necessary to
also view the question of public works and
what the Government are prepared to do.
If we know what money 1s mmlablo, we
will have some evidence that work is going
to be found for ths people of the State
during the coming year.

I trust that we shall be able to obtain
information on all these points from mem-
bers on the front Treasury bench before you
leave the chalr, Sir. It is information to
which we are justly entitled, and which
ought not to be withheld; the Government
should certainly not, in their own interest,
endeavour to withhold it from us.

Hown. J. G. APPEL (4lbert): I likewise
think it would only be a fair thing for the
Chief Secretary, or other hon. gentlemen sit-
ting on the front Treasury bench, to give
us this information, which not alone we are
asking for but also the public of Queens-
land. The public are asking what necessity
there was for the Premier to visit Great
Britain within twelve months of his appoint-
ment, and it is our duty to endeavour
to elicit that reasom. It has been stated by
the hon. gentleman himself that his visit
was _in connection with certain appeals. The
public want to know whether his visit was
made in a professional capacity or as Pre-
micr of the State. If it was in his profes-
sional capacity, I take it that he received
certain fees for the work he did in connec-
tion with those appeals.

A GovernuENT MEMBER : Which you would
want if you went.

Hon. J. G. APPEL: If I went in my
professional capacity I should act accord-
mgly. If the hon. gentleman made that
visit in his profeasmnal capacity, then we
take it that he received an adequate fee for
those particular services. The public want
to know whether he received not only that
fee but also his expenses, as Premiers
usually do when they go as Premiers of the
State.

Mr. McPHAIL: He went to do a good work
for the State, and did it.

Hon. J. G. APPEL: That is what we
want to know, and we are entitled to know
it. Apparently, hon. members opposite are
in the secret, but we are not in the secret.
I furthermore urge that it would be well
for the Premier to say why it was necessary
within the first twelve months of his tenure
of office to pay a visit to Great Britain.
The leader of the Opposition has stated—I
confess I was not aware of the fact myself—
that thirteen months Supply had been
granted—and, if I had, possibly I would not
have objected to it—to obviate the necessity



Supply.

of such a motion as this being brought for-
ward during the first few days of the new
session. But here we have done something
which was never done before, and which
would have been objected to by hon. mem-
bers who are now sitting on the Treasury
benches, They now, after having obtained
that extra month’s Supply, come along on
the second day of the scssion and endeavour
to obtain from the House further Supply,
without giving us the information which we
say is absolutely necessary for us to have
before we can agree to assist in granting the
Supply they ask for.

The TrEasvmrer: If we had objected to
Bupply being granted, we would have said
$0.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: We want informa-
tion in connection with the financial posi-
tion. On what terms did the Chief Secre-
tary succeed in obtaining money? I remem-
ber that on previous occasions, when Liberal
Premiers visited Great Britain in connection
with money matters, a lot of questions were
asked and statements made as to how much
additional interest they had had to pay for
the money obtained. We want to know
what the hon. gentleman succeeded in doing,
and what increase of interest he has to pay.
1 remember the hon. gentloman saying that
there was no need for Queensland to pay
any additional interest, as there was no
better security than this State, and that it
was an absolute farce to contend that British
financiers would not lend us money at a
certain rate.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
know there is. War is on.
the difference on earth.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: There werc other
conditions which were equally vital to our
case as the war is on this occasion. Hon.
members opposite laugh, but we know how
they said that they could get the money at
a cheaper rate of interest. We wanb to
know what arrangements werc made by the
Premier when he went to England—what
money will be made available for the State
and the amount of interest we shall have to
pay for that particular accommodation.

There are other matters I would like to
get some information about. I would like
to know what authority the Government have
got for the erection of State groggeries.
I want to know that, the Opposition wants to
know, and the public outside want to Lnow.
We all know that the Liberal party en-
deavoured to arrange that no licensed houses
should be established in sugar centres, so that
the workmen would not be tempted to drink.
I, the public of the State, and the Opposition
want to know now the reason the State has
adopted the policy of establishing State

groggeries in those centres. We
14.30 p.m.] also want to know what apologies

they have to offer for appropriat-
ing large sums of money for that purpose
while at the same time they refused to grant
loans to local authorities and refused also to
grant assistance to the lower paid public
servants. We want to know why the Govern-
ment are appropriating large sums of public
money for the encouragement of drink.

OprosiTioN MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! and Go-
vernment laughter and dissent.

How. J. G. APPEL. These are things which
the public want to know, and we as an

You
That makes all
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Opposition are trying to find out. The
Government will see that it is only a reason-
able request that we are making when we are
asking for this information.

Mr. Porrock: Then, a hotel becomes a
groggery when it is run by the State?

Honx. J. G. APPEL: It is called a
groggery. The policy of the previous Ad-
ministration was to banish grog shops from
sugar areas.

Mr. PorLrock: This is a sugar-mill.

Hon. J. G. APPEL: I would like to
know what is the position of the Govern-
ment in connection with the referendum
which the people are asking should be taken
this year. This is one of the few occasions
that we have for airing our grievances and
obtaining information from the Government,
and we propose to take full advantage of it
We want to know what is the position of
hon. gentlemen opposite for taking a
referendum on that particular subject this
vear. Has the hon. gentleman made pro-
vision for the necessary appropriation in the
Bill which he intends to introduce for the
taking of the referendum? The public want
to know that and we, as an Opposition,
want to know it, too.

There is another thing that I would like
to know, and that is the amount of money
which will be available for local authorities,
Repeated requests have been made by local
authoritics for loans for the purpose of im-
proving their roads, for constructing bridges,
and for carrying out public works for the
benefit of the ratepayers in their particular
locality. On every occasion they are met by
a reply from the Government that ther'e are
no funds available, and that none will be
made available this financial year. The
public want to know, and we want to know,
too, if the finances of the State are healthy.
Of course, hon. members opposite are in the
secret, but we want the secret disclosed to
us, and I think it is perfectly reasonable to
ask for that to be done. I also want to
know, and the public want to know, how 1t
is that the lower paid school teachers are not
receiving that justice which they ought to
receive. We want to know the position of
the present Administration towards the
teachers, because it is a public scandal to see
the small amount of pay they are recciving
at the present time. We want to know if
ithe necessary provision is being made in the
appropriation to remove that injustice from
that large section of the community.

We want to know .also why certain
stipendiary. magistrates have been retired.
The policy pursued by previous Administra-
tions was that if a man was not physically
capable of carrying on his duties when he
reached the age of sixty-five years he was
retired, but if he was fitted to do his work
he was allowed to continue until he was
seventy years of age, when, of course, he had
to retire.

The TREASURER: You put him into the
Legislative Council, then.

Hovw. J. G. APPEL: We want to know why
these magistrates were retired, because they
are capable, healthy men. I refer particularly
to the stipendiary magistrates who occupy the
benches in the city of Brisbane and also the
stipendiary magistrate of the city of Mary-
borough. We want to know, and the public

Hon. J. G. Appel.]
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want to know, why these men were retired.
Is it because their opinions were probably
Liberal? (Government laughter.) We also
want to know why those whose opinions are
Labour in politics are continued in the ser-
vice and advanced. These are little matters
that we want some information on, and 1
think we are justified in getting that in-
formation. I also want to know why the
Commissioner of Police is being treated as
he is at the present time. He is a most cap-
able officer, and I have always stated on the
floor of this House that hc was a most cap-
able officer. I always defended that officer
against the aspersions and charges that were
made against him. As the man who for
many years was the administrative hcad of
the Home Department, I want to know why
the Commissioner of Police has been treated
in the way he has. I always considered it
necessary that that officer should be supplied
with a motor-car. It was necessary and
essential that he should have a motor-car,
and he was supplied with a motor-car. The
public would like to know why that motor
car was summarily taken from him.

The TreASURER: Would you like to know
too? (Laughter.) '

Hox. J. G. APPEL: Yes, I would. Is it
a matter of revenge for the action he took
as a public officer in carrying out his duty
under the instruction of the administrative
head of his department? Is it a matter of
revenge for his having done his duty that
he is being treated to-day in the wax he is?
That is information we want, and if the hon.
gentleman is prepared to give us that in-
formation it will probably facilitate the
passage of the measure he desired to pass
to-day.

. A GoverNMENT MEMBER: Did you give him
mstructions ?

Hox. J. G. APPEL: Ves. And I said on
the floor of this House that I gave him his
instructions on that occasion.

My, Free: Then you gave him instructions
to flog women with batons. That was a
German action.

Hox. J, G. APPEL: That is absolutely
false.

Mr. Frer: It is true.
and children.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: There is another
most  important matter—and, perhaps, as
important as anything that has been referred
to—that we wish some information upon.
We would like to know the reason for calling
Parliament together at this late stage of
the year. For vears I have listened to hon.
members on that side of the House when
the House has been called together in Jume
or the first week of July orating and speak-
ing of the injustice to the public and electors
of the State and themselves, as an Opposi-
tion, owing to Parliament being called to-
gether so late in the year. Now, what do
those gentlemen who believed in Parliament
being called together carly say about the
time Parliament is called together this year?
Not only have hon. members opposite de-
layed the calling of Parliament together
until the 22nd August, but they propose to
make this Chamber sit on Tuesday, Wednes-
day, Thursday, and Friday of each week.
It is quite true, as the leader of the Opposi-
tion said, that 1f hon. members opposite had
been able to do it they would have avoided
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calling Parliament together at all. {Govern-
ment laughter.) We find on reference to the
Governor’s Speech that it is proposed to make
certain arrangements for carrying on of

insurance. Hon. gentlemen opposite were
prepared to do that without legislative
authority. They wanted to establish State

fire insurance. That is another matter we
require some information upon. What was
the cost to the State, owing to the illegal
action of the Government in that particular
matter ? Hon. members opposite must admit
that if we fail to raise our volce at this
juncture in conncction with these matters
we will deserve and will reccive public
condemnation for our non-action in the
matter.

My, McLacuoax : You will get it just the
same.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: Yes, we quite realise
that we arc impotent. We realise that the
party on that side of the House are pre-
pared to force everything through this House
by means of their large majority, whether
it is for the benefit of the State or not. We
want to enable the public to judge between
us, and I am sure they will judge accord-
ingly. (Hear, hear!) If the public can only
hear the rights and facts of the case, then
they will be able to come to a just conclu-
sion. (Hear, hear!)

There is another matter we would like
some information on. You know, Mr.
Speaker. that the trade of the port of Mac-
kay has been held up. Hon. gentlemen who
represent the Labour movement always con-
tended that if we had arbitration it would
be a panacea for all trouble and would settle
all disputes, but since the present party have
been in power there have been more strikes
and disputes than took place during the two
previous Parliaments when the Liberals had
possession of the Treasury benches.

Mr. Porrock : Because you would not pass
the Arbitration Bill.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: There was an arbi-
tration award given at Mackay, and yet the
whole trade of that port is being held up.
They are failing to carry out the award which
they asked for and received, and are now
holding up the trade of the port. You
must recollect that few of these people,
or only a very small section of them,
pay any taxation at all. They prac-
tically pay no taxation. When a tax of
10s. was put upon them they regarded it as a
poll tax, and said it was a gross injustice
to ask them to pay it. Vet this section of
the people, despite the beuefits they receive
from the Arbitration Court, continue to hold
up the trade of a port like Mackay and dis-
locate business arrangements. and practically
place the people on the verge of starvation
owing to the fact that they are unable to
obtain supplies. It is only right and fair
that we should have some information on this
subject, and see what the Government have
done and what they have not done.

Then there is another matter that I should
like to have a little information upon: that
is, in connection with what has becn done in
regard to the State coalmines. We heard a
great «deal of what the Government were going
to do in connection with State c.oal.mmes;
how they were going to revolutionise the
whole coal industry. Then we would like some
information in connection with the cost of the
State sawmills, and under what legislative
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authority those appropriations were made
for the acquirement of State sawmills; also
as to the salaries that ave being paid to the
heads of those new departments which have
been established; as to the number of in-
spectors and the salaries paid to them, and
what profit the State is making in connec-
tion with these great undertakings which are
invelving the State in very large sums of
money while depriving many deserving ser-
vants of the State of those increases which
they ought and which they deserve to re-
cetve. This is informafion which we are
entitled to ask for and which we are entitled
to receive, and I can only ask the Premior
in all sincerity, to furnish us with the in.
formatlpn. I, for one, do not desire to delay
the buslnes.s of the Government, but T think
1t only fair that we should have this in-
form_atlo.n, and if the Premier is prepared
to give it I believe it will facilitate business
very considerably.

Mr. BOOKER (TWide Bay): 1 do not in-
tend to speak for any length of time, and
only wish to say that the Premier has failed
to advise the House—members on this side
anyho“"‘and the country generally, as to
the business he went to the old country to
deal with. Turther, he takes, cven in’ the
Address to the House—he claims in the first
seven paragraphs special credit for having
done certain things for Queensland. On an
occaston like an address from the Governor
no Premier should take unto himself any
personal credit. That speeial paragraph that
deals with what the Premier did in connec-
tion with the * Eastern” case is pure piffle,
(Government laughter.) All the business in
connection with that case had already been
dealt with by the Crown Solicitor, and the
previous Administration had the matter so
far advanced, and the whole case so worked
up at that time, that no matter who the
Premier was, or whether he went to London
or not, the case would have been dealt with
just as it was dealt with. 8o the Premier
has no right to claim anv personal credit for
that particular business.

Queensland stands by itself to-day as the
one State that has refused distinctly and
absolutely to fall into line with the other
States in connection with the liquor traffic—
the closing of hotels at 6 o'clock.
thl\%r. WiLsoN : The Referendum Bill will do

at.

Mr. BOOKER: T am quite aware that the
newest recruit, the hon. member for the
Valley, is keenly alive to the liquor traffic
and their interests, and T say this, and I take
the responsibility of it: that the majority
of members sitting on the other side of the
House to-day owc their scats to the support
given to them by the liquor traffic of Queens-
land.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS :
cries of ““ That’s a lie.”

The SPEAXER: Order!

Mr. BOOKER : It is also a notorious fact
that certain members on the other side have
been deeply associated with the funds sub-
scribed by the liquor traffic.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: “ That is not cor-
rect,” and cries of “ Name them. Prove it.”
The SPEAKER : Order!

Mr. BOOKER: When I look across the
Chamber and see the present hon. member

Interruption and
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for Maryborough and the Secretary for Rail-
ways associated with a body of men who
hold their political power largely by the
influence and the money of the liquor traffic
of Queensland:
Mr. FrEE: Why don’t you close the hotel
vou are interested in? and interruption.

Mr. BOOKER : That is plain language,
and I am quite prepared to listen to any re-
marks that my friends opposite may have to
make when I am finished. What I want to see
done is this: For this House or the Govern-
ment at the earliest possible moment to realise
the gravity of the position, and do for
Queensland what the Governments and people
of the other States have done for those
States. It is a diabolical fact—it is a disas-
trous fact—that we should sce the hotels of
Quecensland trading up till 11 o’clock at night
when we are, perhaps, the only British
people in any part of the nation who are
doing so. Let the House realise what the
people outside the House realise—the gravity
and importance of the position. The Govern-
ment say that they are going to submit a
proposal to this House in connection with the
initiative and referendum.

Mr. FrEe: That will close your hotel up.

Mr. BOOKER: Lvery member who inter-
jects has his tongue in his jaw—that is the
position. (Interruption.) Their tongues are
in their cheeks, for this reason—that they
know that the people of this country are
not going to give a body of irresponsible
men powers—for what? Not in the interests
of this State of ours, but for circumstances
that are patent to everyone outside of the
circle. Anyhow, the public know why the
Initiative and Referendum Bill is to be
submitted at this particular time; 1t is to
get away from their responsibilities; it is
to get away from the responsibility of sub-
mitting a referendum as to whether hotels
shall be closed at 6 o’clock, 9 o’clock, or 11
o’clock. (Interruption.) You are not game
to go to the people. If you did, there
would be a surprise packet for every member
of the liquor party sitting on that side of
the House.

Then, again, there is another circumstance,
and the Premier should take it in hand. If
he does not «do so, he is not standing by
the people of Qucensland. It is this: Ram-
pant in our midst is a free and easy kind of
way of making large sums of money—that
is, proprietary racecourse meetings. At a
time like this it is the duty of the respon-
sible men of the country, more particularly
of the Premier, to endeavour in the niost
effective way possible to curtail that kind of
thing, When we realise that the estab-
lished racing clubs of Australia are sub-
scribing almost their entire profits to pat-
riotic funds—take, for instance, the leading
race club in Australia, the Australian Jockey
Club. Their profits last year were £19,000.
They gave to patriotic funds in New South
Wales £14,500, and this year there is a
proposal, which was accepted, to at once
subscribe another £10,000 and any further
profits that may accrue on the year’s opera-
tions. We find in Queensland the Queens-
land Turf Club are doing likewise. What
are the proprietary racecourse owners or
syndicators doing in that respect? Arc they
giving a proportionate amount? I have
not heard that they have.

I am sorry that the hon. member for
Maryborough is not here to-night. To sowme

Mr. Booker.]
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extent I represent a large proportion of Mary-
borough—the populous portion and also,
perhaps, the best portion, and that is, where
the industrial workers live. I regret the
hon. member for Maryborough is not here,
because I would like to hear his views on
the matter. We find in one of the oldest
towns of the State—one of the most im-
portant towns of the State, representing
probably one of the largest districts of the
State—in a petty, puny kind of way the
Government have abolished the police
magistrate. Whether it is a question of
cconomy or not, I do not know; but I am
prepared to say that if it is a question of
economy, and the Minister for Justice says
it is, he could have economised in many
other respects and not in that particular
respect. The police magistrate of Mary-
borough has been in the habit of sitting, not
only im Maryborough but in the back parts
from Maryborough, as far on occasions as
Eidsvold. I think the Government could
not have given an important town a bigger
slap in the face than to have done what the
Justice Department has done in this respect
—that is, to abolish the police magistracy in
Maryborough. I cannot conceive of a more
offensive thing. I do not question the rights
and privileges of other towns, but I do say
in this particular case it should not have
been done. Whether Maryborough has been
picked out particularly, we will hear from
the Minister later on.

There is another matter that has already
been referred to by the late Home Secre-
tary, and I was pleased to hear the remarks
that have fallen from him. To think that
the Commissioner for Police, above all high
public servants, should be denied the right
of having a horse and trap! There is no
department in the State of Queensland—
there is no public office in the city of Bris-
bane that requires a motor-car as much as
the office of Commissioner of Police. There
are times when he is called out urgently;
there are urgent and important matters to
attend to, and he has probably to telephone
to a garage. If there is one department
more than another that should have a motor-
car, it is that department; and I cannot
help saying—and I say it quite distinetly—
I cannot conceive of any reason but that
of absolute spleen and spite—spleen and
spite for the action of the Government. To
the everlasting memory of the revered late
Minister for Home Affairs, Mr. Bowman—
we paid a tribute last night to the memory
of the late Mr. Bowman, but there is another
tribute due to the late hon. member—he
stood on his own, and refused absolutely to
treat the Commissioner for Police as he has
been treated since the hon. member’s death.
There is no question about that. He knew,
just as the late Minister for Home Affairs
knew, that the Commissioner for Police did
his duty, and did it fearlessly;  and for that
reason he is being penalised. I would not
lead that man’s life for £10,000 a year.

These are matters that should be venti-
lated, and there are many other matters that
could be recasonably dealt with, but there
will be opportunities later on when I will be
able to deal with them. The position in
Queensland to-day is a grave one, and before

take my seat I just want to say this:
The Prime Minister of Australia has struck
the right key, and it rests with the Premier
of Queensland whether he is going to accept
the call and stand by national efficiency,
whether we are going to leave the men who
are at the front without reinforcements,
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whether we are going to allow them to stand
the entire brunt of it, or whether hon. mem-
bers on that side—hon. members on_this
side have played their part and are doing
their duty all the time; but I say from my
place here, and with all the responsibilities
of my position in this House, that there are
men on that side of the House——

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. BOOKER: The position is a_ grave
onc; it is acute, and I say distinctly and
emphatically—without in any sense saying
that you, Sir, are pulling me up unneces-
sarily—that it is the obligation of every
man in this Chamber to do his duty at this
particular time, and endeavour if he cannot
go himself to do the next best thing. Some
men can go, there is nothing to stop them
from going, but cvery one of us In this
Chamber should feel one obligation—that if
we are not able to go we should do the next
best thing. That just brings me to the
point that there are members in this House
that do a very great deal of good in this

direction, and, instead of submitting a lot

of proposals Imposing financial obligations
in many directions, the money so spent could
have been better and more cffectively spent
in other ways. What does it all mean? If
we do not succeed in our enterprise at the
other end, it means that all those.proposals
go for nought, and all our legislation stands
for nought.

Mr. BEBBINGTON (Drayton): I want to
say just a few words here on this question
hecause people in the Drayton clectorate are
very anxious to know why the Premier went
home.

An HowouraBLe MemMBER: What about
butter ?
Mr. BEBBINGTON: It is their bread

and butter; it is their living. It is a very
trifling thing to hon. members on the other
side; but when your children have to go
without clothes and without proper food
through such actions as those of the present
CGovernment, it is not a trifling matter. Not-
withstanding the fact that many of our
people have been taxed so unnecessarily
during the past year——

Mr. H. J. Rvan: Rot!

Mr. BEBBINGTON: You have not been
taxed. You could not pay it if you had.
(Laaughter.) I am speaking from experience,
for T know that 90 per cent. of the farmers
in my district, which is one of the richest
farming districts in Queensland, had to go
and borrow money to pay their land tax
imposed by members of the present Govern-
ment. It was not imposed by us. We are
clear of that charge. Notwithstanding the
whole of that taxation, through which men
who did not have a sixpence coming in for
twelve months were c¢alled upon to pay £5
land tax, members opposite claim to be a
friend of the man on the land. I admit that
I had half of mine returned. I did not
make a cent out of the farm, and yet I had
to pay £12 10s. for the land tax. That is
the way the Labour party finance and serve
the man on the land. Notwithstanding the
fact that we contributed so much extra in
taxation, notwithstanding the fact that these
thousands and thousands of pounds were
extracted from the people’s pockets—more
than ever any other Government extracted-—
we cannot get sufficient money to put up a
fence around the school. The people in the



Supply.

country districts have had to put up their
own fences, and, though I applied for money
to pay for it, I have not got it yet.
want information on such things as this.

Another thing I want to know about is
not in my own electorate, but farther north.
Every members of this House and every
person in Queensland is interested in it. It
is the great mine called the Great Fitzroy.
Up to last year that mine was paying some-
thing like £2,000 expenses, ctc., but it had
exemption. That mine was offered to the
Government, I believe, for £25,000 cash.

Mr. CarTER: Worn-out machinery.

Mr. BEBBINGTON : There was no *“ worn
out” about it, and perfectly well the hon.
member knows it. There was £85,000 worth
of machinery.

Mr. O’SULLIVAN:
auction ?

Mr. BEBBINGTON : There was a propo-
sition by which £12,000 would start the mine,
because the company were quite ready to find
the other. It would have employed 500 men
and produced 250 tons of copper a month,
which was so badly nceded at the time.

Mr. Freg: It was a German show—Ger-
man debenture holders.

Mr. BEBBINGTON : But the Government
would not do it. Thev insisted on the com-
pany doing things which they were not pre-
pared to do themselves, and the end of this
was that all that is left to-day of a promis-
ing mine and £80,000 worth of machinery
—which they could have had for £25,000—is
a_hole in the ground. Hon. members oppo-
site know that perfectly well, and that the
district which they might have saved is a
wreck to-day. If there were any chance of
getting the money, would it not have been
a fairer thing to have given £12,000, even
though they had lost every cent of it, if it
would have employed 500 men and used a
large amount of our coal and employed our
timber-getters?  Would it not have been a
much better investment? They offered the
mine to the Government, and offered to help
them work it, but the Government refused,
and so the mortgagees came in and closed
down, and the result was that there is a hole
in the ground to-day instead of a mine with
£85,000 worth of machinery employing 500
men. Why did the Government not do as
the past Government did? If not, why did
they not allow the company a reasonable
time to get proper machinery and get to
work on the ground? I shall want to know
more about that on the Address in Reply. 1
know that what I have stated in the House
1s correct.

What did it fetch at

The TrEasURER: Noj; you are badly in-
formed.
Mr. BEBBINGTON: I had it from the

bookkeeper, or rather from a person who
was conversant with the books—not exactly
the bookkeeper—and who went through the
correspondence.  Notwithstanding the im-
portance of this subject, the Mines Depart-
ment did not even answer a letter bearing
on it.

Mr. H. L. HarTiey: They sent up inspec-
tors.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: The hon. member
went to inspect that machinery. He said he
was an engineer. There was £85,000 worth
of machinery still on the books, and the
hon. member said, “Where are the gauge
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glasses? 7 These were worth about 1s. 6d.
(Laughter.) Fancy a man asking for a gauge
glass in £85,000 worth of machinery.

Mr. H. L. Harreey: You should give us
vour authority.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: My authority is the
highest and best you can get in Rockhamp-
ton, and hon. members will hear more of
it, and they will hear more from the people
of that electorate.

I think, as I have already said, that it
is a mean and contemptible thing to take
the motor-car away from the police. (Go-
vernment laughter and Opposition  Hear,
hoars!”’)  If there is one department more
than another which ought to have the use
of motor-cars and the very best means of
getting about, it is the Police Department.

Mr. Kirwan: The department, but not
the Commissioner.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Is not the Commis-
sioner part of the department? Does not
the Commissioner belong to the Police De-
partment? What other department does he
belong tc? But it was through orders that
it was taken away, not because he did not
need 1t.

I hope the Premier will give us some infor-
mation as to the money that is at hand.

My. CsmrTER: What about butter?

Mr. BEBBINGTON : Yes, I may ask that.
What have the Government done with the
money for which they sold the butter over
twelve months ago? They should have sold
it at a big profit—what have they done with
the money? Not one single penny has yet
reached the pockets of the producers. 8o
long ago as last July the member for Rose-
wood asked what had become of the money
and what was to become of it, but still
these men are waiting for it, and not one
shilling in their pockets! Ts that a right
thing to do—to hold the poor producers’
money for twelve months? Is it any oredit
to the Government? We would like to know
what they are going to do, what they got,
and what they are going to pay us for it.

Mr. H. L. HartLey: And what about 6
o’clock closing ?

Mr. BEBBINGTON: If you had faith
in the people you would allow that question
to go to the people, and if you were not
bound to the grog party you would let it
go. It is their interest that is keeping you
back, but it is not to the soldiers’ interests
or to the interests of the country. I hope
the Premier will give us all the information
he possibly can.

Mr. SWAYNE (Afirani): There are still
some subjects which I wish for some informa-
tion upon before you, Mr. Speaker, leave the
chair. I should like to know, not only on
behalf of those I represent, but on behalf of
many thousands of people up and down the
Queensland coast, what the Government are
doing at the present juncture with regard
to the sugar industry. No one can be indif-
ferent to the serious position in which the
growers have been placed by the award just
made by the Industrial Court. This after-
noon, when the House met, I pointed out to
the Premier two ways by which relief could
be afforded. I am sorry to say that his reply
was evasive. First of all, in order to enable
us to pay the increased cost of production
that has now been placed upon us, one

Mr. Swayne.]
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method is to give us more for our sugar.
Queensland and the Commonwealth Goveru-
ment are handling the whole of it. I asked
the Premier if he would pay more for it,
and so enable us to tide over the dlfﬁculty
of paying the increased wages that are now
being imposed. I think that would be a
very satisfactory solution for all parties con-
cerned. The Premier told me that he was
selling that sugar under agreement to the
Commonwealth, and apparently he had no

recourse. If he has tied himself up so hard
and fast in such an arrangement that it
leaves him_ no loophole when confronted

with a contingency of this kind to raisc the
price, does he mean to tell me that, if he
were to go to the Commonwealth Govern-
ment and point out the serious position of
the industry, they would not extend some
help in view of the big profit they are de-
riving from the industry? T would like to
point out that the price at which he com-
mandeercd the sugar was £18, and how does
it compare with the corresponding world’s
price at the present moment? T may say
that only a week ago raw sugar was reperted
to be £41 a ton in London.

Mr. Coorsr: Will you advocate that after
the war?

Mr. SWAYNE: While we are only getting
£18. thev are getting £41 a ton in London
at the present time; and doecs the Premier
mean to say that with such a burden as that
there is not a lot of room for relief in the
way I have indicated? I think that his
answer is most disappointing, and that he
failed entirely to realise the gravity of the
position. As showing the importance of the
subject T am touching on, T would like to
draw attention to the fact that something
like 20,000 hands are employed in the in-
dustry at the present time, and I should say
that, as directly and indirectly conncected with
the industry, there are fully 80,000 to 100,000
people in Queensland dependent on the suc-
cessful prosccution of the industry. I think
hon. members opposite want to be told these
things, as I do not think that they thoroughly
realise the importance of our primary indus-
tries. The capital invested in the sugar in-
dustry at present represents from £15,000,000
to £20,000,0600. I would like to point oul
what the industry did for Australia recently.
The value of the sugar produced last season
was £3,348,000, and if we had had to buy
that sugar outside from a neutral country,
say Cuba or Java, we should have had to
pay £4,836,000, plus flelght and shipping
charges, and that amount would have had
to be paid in gold—it would have meant gold
to that amount being sent out of Queensland.
In all probability, in a few years’ time,
with the return of good seasons, there will
be a much larger return to Queensland, 1
think that I am justified, knowing the indus-
try as I do, at the present time in asking
the Government what they are going to do.

There is another method. TIf the Premier,
acting in collaboration with the Common-
wealth Government, will not give us such a
price as will enable us to carry on, I say he
has power under the Act to intervene and get
such modifications of the award as will enable
us to carry on and do our part in building
up a white Australia. When the Act was
passed there was clearly seen the risk of
leaving the control of our industry in the
hands of one man without any appeal. There
has been no appeal, in the usual way, in
this case, but a court of appeal was provided
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by the Act. The court of appeal is the
Government of Queensland itself, and I say
that it is up to them to intervene. They
have already intervened in this case—I am
not asking anything new—they have already
done it on the other side. I am justified in
asking them to exercise their powers under
section 46 of the Industrial Peace Act and
do something to save the industry from the
danger which threatens it.

There is another matter T wish to refer to,
which T think is a very grave one; that is in
connection with the administration of justice.
In leading up to this subject, I should like
to quote a lecture delivered by Viscount
Morley at the Manchester University lately,
as regards the importance of impartial ad-
ministration of justice in a community. He
says—

“1f we remember, for instance, that
administration of law is the kevstone of
all civilised government.”

Again, he points out—

‘“ Weakened confidence in our Parlia-
ment would be formidable, but confid-
ence d_cstroyed in courts of justice would
be taking out the linch-pin.”

Again, I notice in a speech made by Burke
that he said “ Therc cannot be iiberty with-
out justice.” I say that, under the present
Administration, there has been tampering
with the fountain of justice.

_The Premier: Where?

Mr. SWAYNE: If the Premier will only
contain himself I will point out what has
happened. T say it with a full realisation
of the gravity of what I am saving. 1In
connection with the appointment of judges
1 think it has alwavs been regarded as a
fundamental principle that the judge
appointed shall be in a position to do his
duty without fear or favour, and have noth-
ing to fear or hope from any political party.
I say they have made the whole of that
system a travesty in their actions with regard
to the Industrial Court. They have degraded
the transactions of that court in the manner
of appointing judges. Ther were asked some
time ago, when it was shown that the work
of the court was getting too much for one
man, to make another appointment. Instead
of doing so, they appointed acting judges—
they have two at the present time. They
make it a sort of trial stakes with the judges
for a prize, and the only thing we can
assume 1s that the one who gives the greatest
satisfaction is going to get the prize. T say
it is the most disgraceful state of things that
one can conceive. I would like to polnt out
that in regard to Industrial Courts it is even
more necessary to have permanent appoint-
ments made than in ordinary courts, because
not only is the fate of thousands of people
involved in the decisions of these courts, but
political feelings alsc enter into these courts
in_a way that they do not_enter into the
ordinary courts of Justice. When we see an
acting judge sitting in the Industrial Court
we must assume that he desires a permanent
appointment, or otherwise he would not take
the acting appointment. The position is
this: That he can only get what he wants
through the good graces of one of the parties
or litigants in the suit. We know that the
Australian Workers’ Union has had a case
before the courts for some months. We know
that the Australian Workers’ Union is the
Government. We know that the Government
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will not hold office for a moment longer than
that body pleases, and there is a judge in
that po:ltlon adjudicating on their case. That
is the position, and most certainly a case such
as that should have been dealt with by a
permanent judge. I, myself, in conjunction
with the hon. member for Bulrum called on
the Acting Premier—the Treasurer—and we
asked him to see that a permanent judge
dealt with that case.

The TreEASURER: Did I not tell you that
the matter was arranged by the judges them-
selves?

Mr. SWAYNE: Surely there was time
then to make a permanent appointment?
Does not the matter of making permanent
appointments to these courts rest with the
Government? But before that, the same
question had been raised.

I should like to draw attention to the atti-
tude of the Government during the proceed-
ings of this court. At the same time that we
asked that a permanently appointed judge
should deal with the case, we also asked that
the necessary steps which the Act provides,
and Parliament clearly intended, should be
taken for the protection of the interests of
the producers, but we were told that such a
request was most improper, and that it was
out of all reason; in fact, the hon. gentle-
man told us that he did not think he had
the power under the Act. I remember ask-
ing him why, if he did not think he had
power, that “section was put there. At any
rate, we did not get it. What has happened?
After all, the Government intervened under
the very section that we asked them to do;
they intervened on the other side, and broke
the spirit, if not the letter, of the Act. In
the Industrial Peace Act it is provided that
the professional element shall not appear at
the proceedings—both parties to the suit are
debarred from being rcpresented by lawyers
—but we find that the Go»elnment turned
loose a gentleman with a wig, one of our
leading barristers, amongst the amateurs that
we had there. From the very first he not
only deals with the matter that is placed in
his hands—a trivial matter comparatively,
although it is represented as one of import-
ance—but he takes sides in his remarks; T
myself heard him allude to the other side
as ‘“those in the enemy’s camp.” Those
words were used with reference to the repre-
sentatives of the growers and millers. I do
not know what word to use in connection
with such a serious matter as this; but I
ask, is it ordinary decency, leaving out all
questlon of fair play. justice, or anything clse,
that such things should happen in Queens-
land? I know quite well that I am handling

a very scrious and delicate ques-
[5.30 p.m.] tion, but I am not going to see

one of the greatest industries in
Queensland ruined without sticking up for it
and saying what I think it is my duty to say.
I am pointing out that there are still some
ways in which intervention can take place.
I say to the Government if they cannot get
us a sufficient rise in the price of sugar to
enable us to comply with those impossible
rates, then I ask them to step in and save the
industry from the blow that is being struck
at it. I say that the conditions of the award
are directly contrary to those made by the
permanent judge, Judge Macnaughton. They
are directly contrary to the award given by
that judge. TFor instance, in the matter of
grading, he pointed out how unwise it would
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be to apply grading conditions to the agri-
cultural industry. It is impossible. As re-
gards the question of howrs, Judge Mac-
naughton went thoroughly into it and gave
his decision, but the acting judge differed
altogether from him. Either one or the
other is wrong. It is a serious matter for the
industry., If I am not mistaken, in the
next few days information will come to Bris-
bane showing that what 1 say is correct.
Before this question is passed I think we are
entitled to some information on this subject.
I say here that the whole attitude of the
acting president of the court—and I was in
the court listening to the proceedings—the
whole action of the acting president of the
Industrial Court looked very much as if he
were influenced in his decision in securing
the geoodwill of the Government.

The SPEAKER: Order! I have allowed
the hon. member to deal with the action of
the GGovernment, but he is not in order in
criticising the judge, or imputing improper
metives to him. The hon. member was
quite in order in_criticising the Government
in appointing acting judges, but I warn him
that T shall not permit him to impute motives
against any of the judges.

GoverNmENT MEeMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. Coruixs: He ought to withdraw it.

Mr. SWAYNE: This is a scrious matter,
and serious consequences are likely to result
from the decision given by the acting presi-
dent, and I consider I am only doing my
duty in bringing this matter before the
House.

The SPEAKFER: The hon. gentleman is
imputing impreper motives to the judge
when he states that the judge is influcnced
in his decisions In order to secure the good-
will of the Government. Hec is clearly out
of order in making such a statement as that,
or in casting any reflection on the judge.

Mr., SWAYNE: In deference to your rul-
ing, Mr. Speaker, I will not pursue that
topic any further, but I hope that what I
khave said will bear fruit. Those who know
e know that T would not make a statement
of that kind unless I had good reasons for
doing so. I have a practical knowledge of
the industry, and I would not make the
statements I have done about the industry
unless I had good grounds for doing so.
(Fear, hear!)

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby): When the leader
of the Opposition challenged the passage of
this resolution at this qtawc the Treasurer
interjected that last year we had a similer
matter before the House, and no exception
was taken to it. The conditions that existed
last year are probably different to what exist
to-day.

Mr. Foruey: The war is not over yet.

Mr. VOWLES: No, the war is not over
yet, but that is no reason why we should
miss the opportunity we have at this junc-
ture of ventilating grievances which still
exist in connection with the administration
of the Government.

Mr. H. L. Hartiey: You missed your
opportunity on the 22nd of May last year.
Mr. VOWLES: There is one matter I

would like to refer to first of all. I contend
that the Government have committed a
grossly illegal act in appropriating certain
moneys without the warrant of the Auditor-
General. No reference has been made ta

Mr. Vowles.)
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this to-day, but it was referred to in our
superior court by Mr. Justice Lukin in his
judgment in connection with the insurance
case. He pointed out clearly that the appro-
priation of £20,000 by proclamation at the
instance of the Ministry was illegal and in
contravention of the Audit Act and the
privileges of this House. I say to the
Ministry of the day that if they are pre-
pared to go and commit breaches of the
law themselves, is it any wonder that the
public think they have a license to break
the law, especially when they have a Min-
istry that is sympathetic towards them?

The Treasurer: Do you say that the
action of the Government was in contraven-
tion of the Audit Act?

Mr. VOWLES: I say that no warrant has
been granted for the payment of that money.
The money was appropriated by proclama-
tion and not by the authority of this House.
The same thing applies to the money which
has been utilised for the establishment of
State hotels. What authority is there for
the utilisation of those moneys?

The TrREasURER: Executive authority.

Mr. VOWLES: There are certain matters
in which the Executive must take second
place to this House, and, as regards the
appropriation of that £20,000, I say that the
whole of the Government’s action was wrong
and illegal, and they will have to bring in
some form of a validating Bill to validate
their action. I think we will find such a
Bill coming forward, and that not before
leng.

The PreEMIER: You have had no chance of
testing that judgment yet.

Mr. VOWLES: We are not dealing with
the question of the judgment at all. We are
dealing with the illegal action of the present
Administration in appropriating money by
proclamation.  The House has only been
called together at the eleventh hour. The
reason for that was that the Premier was
away globe-trotting. We are told that he
went away to conduct important matters
connected with the State. I have a state-
ment here which the Premier cannot chal-
lenge. In the ‘‘ British Australasian’ of the
4th May last appears a speech delivered by
the Premier when in London. The same
article appears in “ Reynolds’s Newspaper,”
and the photograph of the Hon. the Premier

appears to prove the bond fides of it.
(Laughter.) It says in the ¢ British Aus-
tralasian ’—

“Not only are our railways State
owned, but we have our State sugar-mills,
and the sugar industry is developing very
rapidly. Questions affecting that indus-
try arc among those that I have come
over to discuss with the Imperial Govern-
ment.”’

Now, that statement appears in both articles.
When the leader of the Opposition was speak-
ing, the Premier challenged that statement
which I have just read.

The Premier: I still challenge it. He
said ‘‘industrial”’ matters.

Mr. VOWLES: He meant sugar”
matters.

The PREMIER: But he said * industrial ”
matters.

Mr. VOWLES: We want some informa-
tion as to what the hon. gentleman did when
he went home. We know that the hon.
gentleman advertised himself when he went
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home. We know that the hon. gentleman
went home as a barrister to prosecute a cer-
tain suit. He prosecuted that suit and suc-
ceeded in winning it.

Mr. Moreax: One case was a failure.

Mr. VOWLES: The Premier tells us that
he went home on matters of very great
moment as far as the State of Queensland
is concerned, yet when we ask him for a
little information about it he will not give
it. We can only come to the conclusion
that it was simply the usual advertising.

Mr. MoreaN: Window-dressing.

Mr. VOWLES: Yes, window-dressing;
especially when you find his portrait there,
too. If such a thing had taken place when
we had charge of the Treasury benches, and
Mr. Denham had refused to give particulars
to the Opposition about his mission to the
old country and the result, what sort of a
howl would there have been from this side
of the House!

Mr. KIRwWAN:
to get up yet.

Mr. VOWLES: We gave him the oppor-
tunity and he refused to accept it.

The PREmMIER: When was that?

Mr. Kirwan: Two of you jumped up at
once.

Mr. VOWLES: There were certain
charges made by the previous speaker, the
hon. member for Mirani, which I very much
regretted to hear. I regret to hear any
insinuations mentioned here about the ad-
minjistration of justice, but the hon. member
evidently had some reason for what he said
or he would not have said it. Hon. gentle-
men opposite realise that a mistake has been
made in that award, and I have heard them
say myself that they got more than they
expected. The position is that if we are
going to have industrial judges dealing with
such important matters as the fixing of wages
which will have the effect of making or
unmaking huge industries, then the sugges-
tion made by the hon. member for Mirani
and others interested is that the decision
should be made by permanent judges.

Myr. H. L. Hartey: Like Pope Cooper.

Mr. VOWLES: I do not care who he is,
so long as he is in a permanent position, so
that he cannot be charged with being in-
fluenced by any Government. The adminis-
tration of justice should be beyond suspicion
in every case. If that matter is of so great
importance, it should be tried by a man who

He has not had a chance

is occupying a permanent position, and
whose future career may not happen to
depend upon the decision he gives. I regret

that such a suggestion has ever been made
in this House, but, seeing that it has been
made, I think matters of such importance
should be dealt with only by permanent
judges. There is another reason why we
should complain at this juncture about the
actions of the Government. We have had
the clearest breaches of the Industrial Peace
Act committed in Mackay.

The TREASURER : No. The Industrial Peace
Act has no jurisdiction there. (Government
laughter.)

Mr. VOWLES: If it has none in that
particular case, then it is only because of
a technicality. It may come under one of
the Commonwealth Acts, and I presume that
is the technicality. But there have been
numerous instances of strikes that have:
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taken place where no action has been taken
by the parties who are supposed to protect
the public in these cases. The gentleman
who should take that action happens to be
the Treasurer, and he happens to be identi-
cal with the head of the labour organisation
in Queensland. It is absolutely 1mpossible
for a man to hold dual positions of that
kind.

Mr. MoraaN: He does not hold the other
position now. He was knocked out of that
last year.

The TREASURER: The Treasurer does not
administer the Industrial Peace Act.

Mr. VOWLES: No; it is administered by
the Secretary for Public Works, and he
authorises the prosecutions. No prosecu-
tions have been authorised by that gentle-
man to date, and he is not carrying out his
duty.

The TrEasUrer: 1 don’t know of any
instances where there have been breaches of
the Act.

Mr. VOWLES: If the Mackay strike
comes under the jurisdiction of a Common-
wealth Act, then you arc blameless,

The TREASURER: What others are there?

Mr. VOWLES: What about the sewerage
strike ?

The TREASURER: What sewerage strilke?
You are all at sea. If you mean the strike
of the sanitary carters, then all I can say is
that I was practically responsible myseclf
for getting the trouble fixed up.

GOVERNMENT MEeMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. VOWLES: Got it fixed up, but the
breach had been made—a strike had taken
place without duc notice, and you allowed
it to slide. You are the only person who
could authorise a prosecution, and vou did
not do it in any instance. When we have
laws on the statute-book, until such time as
they are removed, the officers in charge of
the department should carry them out, not-
withstanding what their political opinions
may be. That is the law for the time being,
and political feelings should never enter into
the administration of any department.

Reference was made this afternoon, in con-
nection with the 6 o’clock closing, to the
fact that the liquor people of Queensland
are behind the Government. I do not know
whether that is correct or not.

A GOVERXMENT MEMBER: You were a mem-
ber of the ‘“Bung” party when the Act
went througi.

Mr. VOWLES: I was one of the men who
stood out all the time and had the courage
of my convictions. T voted as I thought
right, and would do the same to-morrow.
There are members on the other side of the
House who got financial assistance from the
‘“ Bung’ party at the last elections.

Mr. GILries: You know that is not true,
and Government dissent.

Mr. VOWLES: I know there are mem-
bers opposite who are opposed to the liquor
traffic. TFor instance, take the Minister for
Railways. I saw how temperate he was a
little while ago. 1 do not know whether the
hon. gentleman knows it, but he is thought
so highly of in the hotels in Queensland and
in Brisbane that they have got his portrait.
(Loud laughter.)

An OrrosrTion MEMBER : 1t is over the bar.

1916—=
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Mr. VOWLES: It is in what is known as
““The rogues’ gallery.” (Renewed laughter.)

Hon. J. Huxmam: You mistook & picture
of “ Johnnie Walker” for the hon. gentle-
man,

Mr. VOWLES: I do not think
mistake his portrait. I have been down and
had a look at it. It is a good draw to
see the hon. gentleman who has always
spoken against the liquor traffic. 1t is a
means of advertising.

There is another matter which I referred
to this afternoon by way of a question, and
that is the interference with decisions in
criminal cases. I understand—I am prepared
to be corrected—that another instance has
happened in which a criminal sentence has
been interfered with by some authority other
than the judge.

Mr. MORGAN :
Justice.

Mr. VOWLES: I do not know who, but
whoever was responsible, such a position of
affairs is ridiculous. In this particular case
the woman was found guilty of murder, and
she was scntenced to five years’ imprison-
ment, but on account of the unfortunate
circumstances in which she lived all her
life and her residence among prostitutes and
thicves, the judge said that if after two vears’
incarceration application were made for her
sentence to be reconsidered he would
willingly do so, and he hoped the sentence
Xould have the effect it was intended to

ave.

Hon. J. HuxuaM: Don’t you think you
had better wait till you get an answer to-
morrow ?

Mr. VOWLES: I have the particulars here
from the Sydney ‘‘ Bulletin,” and as it has
not been contradicted I take it to be correct.

Hon. J. HuxuaM: You will be worried
to-morrow when you get your answer.

Mr. VOWLES: I suppose it will be the
old story—it was done on humanitarian lines,
or something of that sort. The fact remains,
if this woman was released after being only
eight or nine weeks in goal, and if the judge
was not consulted——

Hon. J. HuxuaMm: You are making an
error; the judge was consulted.

Mr. VOWLES : I said “if ” the judge was
not consulted it is nothing less than a
scandal. .

Hon. J. HuxuaM: The judge was con-
sulted and it was done with the judge’s
full concurrence.

Mr. VOWLES: I asked a similar question
in respect to another criminal who was
released, not on probation either—that was
the Macarthy case—released without the
judge’s consent and without any reference
to him, and that is the reason I am following
it up. On the Address in Reply last night
we had the seconder showing his sympathy
for criminals. He did not believe in punish-
ment. Crime could go on and no one should
be punished. He did not believe in capital
punishment, he did not believe in solitary
confinement, he did not believe in whipping,
and he did not believe in incarceration of
any kind. People could commit all kinds of
crime. Why does the hon. member for
Gregory advocate things of that kind? Is
it to gain popularity ? Is it not vote-hunting
and nothing else? Look at the Acts of
Parliament that were brought before us!

Mr. Voules.]

I could
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Look at the Elections Act last year! Wife-
beaters, habitual drunkards, and confirmed
criminals who, since 1885 up till last year,
were liable to be deprived of their votes,
were specially exempted.

Hon. J. Towmie: Don’t forget the IL.W.W.

Mr. VOWLES: All these men are given
special exemptions, and now the Government
of the day seems to be fathering the
criminal instecad of trying to keep him in his
proper place. This is the time to bring
these matters up. We want information on
these matters. We want the public to know
and the public want us to find out. Did our
Government ever father criminals like the
present Government is doing? Did our
Government ever misappropriate moneys
without the warrant that is vested in the
Auditor-General?  Or did it take money
without coming before this House to sanction
it?

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Yes.

Mr. VOWLES: It happened on one occa-
sion, and what sort of a rumpus was there?
The most strenuous protest that could
possibly be made was made by members
opposite.

The TREASURER:
of cascs when
power.

Mr. VOWLES: It did not happen in
hundreds of cases. If it had, the hon.
gentlensan would have ventilated it as he is
not so slow as to miss his opportunity. It
is not his nature. When a particular matter
was stated by a member of the Supreme
Court to be distinctly illegal on the part of
the Government, then he resents criticism of
it in the proper place. 'These are matters
that the people want to know about. They
want to know what sort of Government is
in power; they want to know what sort of
Opjposition you have got that will allow
these things to happ(,n and not ventilate
them. It is our business to expose them and
allow the public to see. If we allowed these
things to slide; if we allowed the Government
to have their way in small matters, what on
earth could we expect in the future? If you
give them an inch they wiil take an ell. We
know if they get the opportunity they will
do it. We kuow they explain away cvery
Act of DParliament; that they are doing
actions now which are being decided in our
courts, and which are sub judice at presant.
In some of them they have to compromise
and pay heavy damages. They bought stock
at a ridiculous price and made arranvements
for their sale and committed a b;each of
the border tax. The Government, in order
to get @ worthiess deal off their hands want
to do what it objected to the general pubhc
of Queensland doing. These are things we
want to know all about. One thing, too, is
whether this border tax—this selzure of
stock and everything connected with it, was
done with the sanction of the Attorney-
General’s Department. We are given to
understand it was not. We are given to
understand it was done expressly against
the opinions of the department. They took
the chance and they fell in. It is up to the
Premier to reply to that matter. I do not
mean to say that all these charges can be
upheld against the Government, but where
there is smoke there is fire, and it is the
Government’s duty to protoct its good nawme,
if it has a.ny, and if it has not it 1s our
business to find out where the weaknesses
are and expose them.

[Mr. Vowles.

It happene‘d in hundreds
your Government was in
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Mr. MORGAN (Murilla): I think it is the
duty of the Premier, after returning from a
trip to the old country, to let the taxpayers
of Queensland know what business he did on
that trip. The Premier has had an oppor-
tunity of telling those who are bearing the
burden why he “went to the old Countly, and
why this House has been kept two months
frem doing work that the people are looking
to be done. We have had one or two state-
ments from the Premier in respect to the
great work he has performed, and we heard
a great deal about the amount of money he
saved to the woolgrowers of Queensland
owing to the fact that he was able to rectify
a little error that might have occurred in
regard to the instructions of the Imperial
Government. We all know perfectly well
that we have an Agent-General in London
who is there to do that work, and no doubt
he could have performed it had a cablegram
been sent home, and no doubt he did do the
work if the truth is known, and now the

Premier is claiming credit for it. Then we
are told that in connection with the
‘“ Ihastorn’ case he saved the Government of

Queensland some £60,000, besides establishing
a great precedent in regard to the responsi-
mhty of pilots on the Brisbane River. We
know perfectly well that everything in con-
nection with that case was arranged by the
Liberal Government before ever the Premier
went home at all. We also know that by
the expenditure of & few hundred pounds
we could have got a barrister of equal
capability to perform the work, so there was
no necessity for the Premier to leave Queens-
land and go to Great Britain for the pur-
pose of defending that case. We also know
thet he went home in connection with a
private case and we know that in connection
with that private case the Premier lost. He
was not on a good wicket. The decision was
given against him. The Premier was on a
good wicket, no doubt, but as far as his
clients were concerned they  certainly
suffered. Just about the time the Premier
was going away the Government entered
into @ contract and bhought 600 or 800
bullocks at £12 a head from the gentleman
who briefed Mr. Ryan to go to England to
defend his case.

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber is not in order in imputing improper
motives to hon. members of this House.

Mr. MORGAN: I am not imputing im-
proper motives; I am stating this as a fact.
What I state 1s an absolute fact—that the
Government purchased from this gentleman
a certain number of bullocks at £12 a head
just about the time the Premier was going
home to conduct a case on behalf of that
particular gentleman.

The PreEMIER: He could have got £13 a
head anywhere else.

Mr. MORGAN: Whether these bullocks
were worth £12 a head or not I do not know.
Was it an accident that the Government
bought them from that particular gentleman
or was it in_order to find money to defend
that particular case? We are suspicious,
and we are here to ask these questions. The
Premier knows perfectly well, and we know
as we travel right throughout Queensland,
that these matters are being talked about by
the people of Queensland in every train and
in every public-house. These matters are
being discussed and questions are being
asked, and it is the duty of the Premier to
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give us an explanation in connection with
that matter, and also let us know the cost
of his trip to the old country. At the par-
ticular moment when we were begging and
praying—we went to the Minister for Agri-
culture about seven months ago, and begged
and prayed him to put a certain amount of
money aside to assist the people who were
struggling on the land to enable them to put
in large areas of wheat and cultivate their
soils, and the Minister for Agriculture would
not assist them. As they had no security, no
cne else would assist them, and we asked the
Minister to put aside £20,000 or £30,000 in
order that these men might be able to clear
their land and put it under cultivation, but
we were told that the Government could not
do it because it had no money, but the Go-
vernment had money to send the Premier
and his troupe away to the old country.

. A GoverNMpNT MEMBER :
investment.

. Mr. MORGAN: T admit it was a good
investment to one particular individual.
Looking over  Hansard’’ after the visit of
Mr. Denham to the old country, I notice that
the present Premier was very anxious that
that gentleman should give rea-
[T pm.] sons to the House why he went
and also what work he accom-
plished. Mr. Denham did so, to the evident
satisfaction of the Premier and his party.
He told them everything that occurred, and
without further comment the Opposition of
the day appeared to be thoroughly satisfied
with the explanation. I hope and trust that
the Premier will follow the good example
set by Mr. Denham.
The PreviER: What did he do?

Mr. MORGAN : He evidently satisfied the
Opposition at that time.

Mr. Berrram: He did not satisfy his
party; they signed a round robin.

Mr. Kirwax: You signed the round robin,
didn’t you?

Mr. MORGAN: That had nothing to do
with any discontent that may have occurred
in connection with his party. At any rate,
we hope that the Premier will be able to
give a satisfactory explanation not only to
this House but also to the country, and Iet
us know the true reason why he left Queens-
land at a time when it was, perhaps, most
important that he should remain in this
State, and delayed this House nearly two
months from going on with the business.
Evidently the party opposite is a party of
one man, and they do not seem to be able to
carry on without the guiding hand of their
leader, or, at any rate, they did not feel con-

It was a good

fident that they could face the strong
Opposition. (Government laughter.)
Mr. Cooper: It is the weakest in the his-

tory of Quecnsland.

Mr. MORGAN : So strong did they fear it
would be that they were afraid to meet the
House without the help of their leader.
That may be—no doubt is—a compliment to
Mr. Ryan. At any rate, that is the true
fact.

I should also like to know whether the
Premier will inform wus of his intentions
regarding the curtailment of drink and
gambling and horseracing and matters of
that sort in the State of Queensland.
Mr. CarTtEr: Horse-dealing, too.

(Laugh-
ter.)
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Mr. MORGAN : It might be necessary in
connection with horse-dealing also. I be-
lieve my friend has had one or two poor
deals, and he may want some also. At the
present time we know that Queensland is
practically a hunting ground for all sorts
of spielers from the other States; gambling
is rampant, two-up schools flourish practi-
cally in the main streets of Brisbane.

Mr. WELLINGTON : In your opinion.

Mr. MORGAN: No. One of our most up:
to-date two-up schools ig owned by one of
our most prominent men in Brisbane, and
nothing is done to prevent it being carried
on. I understand it is fitted out probably
better than any other two-up school in any
part of Queensland or Australia, and prob-
ably because it is carried on in the property
of a gentleman who is a very prominent sup-
porter of the Labour party nothing is done
to interfere with the gambling there.

Mr. Corrins : You ought to get paid “dirt”
money. (Laughter.)

Mr. MORGAN : There is no necessity to
get “dirt” money for my friend opposite.
He has already received that. We also know
that at the present time, unfortunately, the
State of Queensland is practically in the con-
trol of two parties, or one individual and

one party—John Wren and the ‘‘ Bung”
party.
Mr. Kirwax: He came from the same

place as you did—Vietoria.

Mr. MORGAN: And I ought to be sorry
to own him as a Victorian. He and the
“ Bung’’ party are responsible for the hands
of the present Government being tied as they
are to-day. (Government dissent.) At the last
election, in consideration of certain support,
certain promises made by certain Cabinet
Ministers—~who were not then in the Cabinet
—who promised the ¢ Bung” party that if
they beeame the Government of the day they
would not in any shape or form interfere
with the Liquor Act for three years

GoveryMENT MEuBERS: No, no.

Mr. Kirwan: Give us their names.

Mr. MORGAN: The Assistant Minister
for Justice and the present Treasurer had
something to do with a certain fund that was
given by the ““ Bung” party to help conduct
the election. {Government dissent and inter-
ruption.)

Mr. KrmewaN: You are not game to say
that outside.

Mr. MORGAN: And already those gentle-
men have been brought to book by certain
members of the party for not presenting a
balance-sheet. (Uproar.) That is one of
the reasons—that is, in fact, the only reason
—why we find ourselves the only part of
the British Empire, in fact the only part
of any of our allies, where nothing has been
doné to curtail the liquor trade—where
nothing has been done to prevent the soldiers
who come from the country into the town
from obtaining drink after 6 o’clock—where
nothing has been done in any shape or form
to try to reduce the liquor bill that is so
high in Queensland to-day. We have one
member now on the Treasury benches—the
Minister for Railways—whom I remember
admiring when he got up in his place here
and fought in favour of temperance reform.

Mr. CoopEr: You scoffed at him.

Mr. MORGAN: I did not scoff at him. I

supported him in his endeavour to bring
about temperance reform, and I heard him

Mr. Morgan.]
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say he did not care what happened, whether
ne lost his seat, he stood to brmg about a
different state of affairs,

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS :

Mr. MORGAN: He said that, notwith-
standing the great liquor vote in his elec-
torate, he was going to fight for temperance
reform. Tie was out to try to bring about
a _veduction in the drink evil; but to-day,
when we find him in a pos1t1on where he
should have some strength—then he was in
a minority and we could not expect him to
do anything in the way of reform—to- day,
we expect a great deal from him; but,
unfortunately, he has failed his tevnpelance
paxty We had other men on the Opposi-
.1on benches who practically pledged them-
zelves to the temperance party, that if they
were returned they would do certain things,
and we find that they have sacrificed their
pledges to that party. They are not even
game to submit it to a referendum of the
people. We, the people, are not asking the
Government to introduce anything without
submitting it to the people, and I defy any
man on that side of the House to get up
and give any reason why the question should
not be submitted to a referendum of the
people. The Government are attempting to
hoodwink the temperance people, to hood-
wink those who think that something ought
to be done during the war, by offering them
the initiative and referendum. We know
that that is only done to delay matters,
hoping and trustmg and praying that the
war may cease, 50 tnat they can keep their
pledge to the “ Bung ” party and go to the
country next year with their support not
onlv individually but as a party. They
are “between the devil and the deep blue
sea.” If they grant 6 o’clock closing, which
has been asked for by thousands and thou-
sands of people, they immediately break
their pledge and lose the support, monetary
and otherwise, of the ““ Bung’’ party, and they
go to the countlv weaker than they were
at the last election. If they do not grant it,
they lose thousands of their solid supporters
who are against the sale of intoxicating
liquor that is taking place in Brisbane
against the amount of drink that is being
sold. It does not matter when the producer
from the country comes and asks for some
loan, the Government say, ‘“ We have got no
money. Go back home and tax your own
property, and do the best you can. The
Government can find £30,000 to break the
law—the Constitution of Queensland—and
build State groggeries. They know that
they are breaking the law—they know that
the very moment they start to sell drink
they commit a criminal offence, because they
are breaking the laws of the land by spend-
ing money in that particular connection. We
find that not only are the Government out
to break the law in that respect, but also
in many other respects. We find the
Assistant Minister for Justice overriding
the laws of the land upon ewvery occasion,
overriding his departmental officers by
granting pexmlts for illegal games to be
played, and also in respect to insurance. We
find that everything he has touched, no
matter what it may have been, has p10v9d

I do yet.

misleading, and his work has not been relied
upon in any respect. What he told the
House in respect to State insurance 1is

proved to be absolutely false.

The SPEAKER: Order! I ask the hon.
member to withdraw the words ¢ absolutely
false.”

[Mr. Morgan
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Mr. MORGAN: I withdraw “ absolutely
false ’* and I substitute absohltelx incor-
rect.” That is what has occurred. We find
that a certain advertisement, which was
looked upon by the Assistant Secretary for
Justice as revenge against the fire Insurance
socleties, in which it was said that the State
was guarantceing losses insured with the
State department, came before a judge,
and the judge told him that he had done
something absolutely illegal and wrong—
that the State did not guarantee any losses
unless it had been first of all agreed to by
this House. It is the same in connection
with many other matters that that hon.
gentleman has had anything to do with.
No matter what he has touched in regard to
the departments he has under his control,
there has been discontent and dissatis-facti on,

and in very many instances more or less
(ouuptlon.
Hon. J. A. FirrLry: What are you chaps

rrlowlmw about the acting judges for?

Mr. MORGAN: I also want o refer fo a
matter which, in my opinion, is one which

should be ventilated in this House. We
know that last session the Government
decided to appoint a TPublic Works Com-
mittee. When the Bill was turned down by

the Legislative Council, thes Government

decided to appoint a Royal Commission,

consisting of five members from their own

side of the House. I admit that the mem-

bers of the Liberal party decided not to

have any representatives on the commission.
Mr. Guies : They went on strike.

Mr. MORGAN : That commission has had
a certain work to perform. I can only
criticise it in regard to work in my own
electorate, and 1 can only criticise the Go-
vernment in placing before the commission
the Juandah-Taroom Railway to inquire into.

Mr. BErTRAM : Had it not been for political
corruption the line to Juandah would not
have been built, and you are responsible
for it.

Mr. MORGAN: That is absolutely in-
correct. That line came before the House.
The first section was constructed from Miles
to Juandah. The second section came before
the House, and was passed without one word
of dissent in record time. The only man
who got up and spoke in connection with it
was the present Minister for Lands, Mr.
Hunter, and he condemned the Liberal Go-
Velnment for stopping the railway and not
going oun with its construction. He said 1t
was a shame that the railway should have
been stopped at all; that instead of stopping
it at Juandah they should have carried it
on to Taroom. That line has been passed,
the survey has been made, and the whole
of the work has been carried out, with the
exception that the present Government has
not put money on the Estimates to build it.
They sent the commission up to inquire from
a land scttlement point of view as to what
land there was in and around Taroom, but
that information could have been obtained
from the Lands Department in half an hour.
It had already been obtained by the present
Minister for Railways, the Commissioner for
Railways, and every bit of the work which
the commission went up to do was a waste
of public funds, at a time when money should
not be wasted. The line had already passed
the House and met with apploval from
both sides. When the commission was going
up they had not even given due notice of
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their intention to visit the locality. I, as
the representative, was not informed that
thew were going. I think I should have been
informed in order that I might have com-
municated with the different public bodies,
so that they could have had men on the spot
who were capable of giving evidence for or
against the construction of the line. The
commission arrived at Juandah without any-
one knowing that they were going. The
Taroom people did their level best, under
the circumstances, to show them around the
country. I say that if it is worth swhile
spending money to send five commissioners
there besides the secretary and others, it is
worth while doing it properly and in a
business-like manner; otherwise it looks
purely and simply what hon. members on
this side have said, that the commission was
only formed to placate certain members
opposite who were disappointed, and so that
they might receive an increase of emolu-
ments. The people in the locality wondered
why they were going there. It was all at
the expense of the country. The Treasury
was being exploited, not only by that
particular commission, but unfortunately by
almost every man opposite who had an
opportunity of exploiting it. The extravag-
ance In numerous ways is simply deplorable,
especially at a time when there are hundreds
of people practically on the verge of starva-
tion. There are people who have just got
over the drought, who have had no oppor-
tunity of re-stocking, and when they ask the
Government for a few pounds to enable
them to buy dairy cattle they are told that
there is no money. But the Assistant Minis-
ter for Justice goes all over the place and
down South drawing £2 2s. a day, and sends
in a bill for £30 in addition. That is
what is being done, not only in connection
with the Assistant Minister, but every man
on the Treasury bench has done his level
best during the last seven or eight months
to do all the travelling he possibly could in
order to draw extra money, not satisfied
with the emoluments he was getting as a
Minister of the Crown. The Ministers evi-
dently think they have only a short time
to reign on the front Treasury benches, and
they are going to make the most of their
opportunities.  We will find them directly
as capitalists buying property, not only in
Queen street, but suburban residences as well.
We will find that the Labour party will
cease to be the representative of the worker.
We have now a gentleman representing one
of the Labour seats in Brishane—

A GoveErxMEXT MuyuBer: e is a gentle-
man.

Mr. Kirwax: More than ever you were,
at any rate.

Mr. MORGAN: His occupation is that of
a gentleman, and he is one of the rich men
representing the city of Brisbane. That is
what is occurring. Here on this side are
the poor men; there sit the rich men It is
not for the first time we have known men
representing the Labour party who have
come, as it were, from some humble position
where the wages would not be too high,
and who eventually get into vich capitalists,
capable of buying mansions and having
motor-cars, all made out of politics.

A GovERNMENT MEMBER : They do not make
it out of horse dealings.

Mr. MORGAN: As a matter of fact, if
members opposite are able to sit on the

[23 Avuqust.]
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Treasury benches for four or five years they
will not care a snap of the finger for the
people they represent in Parliament. What
is “ Andy ” Fisher doing to-day? Living a
life of ease and of a gentleman, battening
upon money made out of politics during the
time he represented the down-trodden work-
ing men of Queensland. That is what many
of the Ministers in this Parliament are
doing, representing the down-trodden work-
men of Queensland, and battening at their
expense every day.

Mr. Kirwan: The income tax will hit
them hard.
Mr. MORGAN: There is no doubt that

the income tax will hit them hard. Some
of them are paying income tax to the
Government at the present time. I am
one of the unfortunates; I do not own an
acre of frechold land in Queensland. I am
not in the position of some of my friends
opposite, able to work on the sympathiecs of
the working classes and put boodle into
their own pockets.

Another important matter is in connection
with the cattle cmbargo. The Government
decided not to allow cattle to cross the bor-
der into the Southern States, and, in doing
so, they entered into what may be termed a
contract with the meat trust. They formed
one of the greatest combines with the meat
trust that ever existed in Australia before.
They practically agreed with the meat com-
pantes that, if they would allow them to
have meat at a certain price, they would
se¢ that the cattle were not allowed to go
out of Queensland—that they would have to
come and be slaughtered in Brisbane or in
any other place where the meatworks were
established. That is why the Government
did that at the expense of the producer.
While cattle in the Southern States were
worth a certain price, in Queensland they
were 100 per cent. lower; in fact, stock
in the Brisbane market during four or five
months has been bringing exactly 100 per
cent. lower than fat cattle of similar quality
have been bringing in Sydney, Melbourne,
and Adelaide. That embargo was illegal.
They did that by a kind of bluff. The Pre-
mier has introduged the bluff system into
the legislation of Queensland from the first
day he sat upon the Treasury benches. He
is looked upon as the bluffing Premier—the
man who endeavours to bluff all and sundry,
if he possibly can. He succceded in blufling
the poor, unfortunate little dairyman who
was not capable of taking care of himself
to such an extent that he robbed him of his
butter and of his means of livelihood. But
when 1t came to bluffing the grazier—the
man who had money—the graziers said, *“ We
are not going to be bluffed; we are going
to fight.”” We know what occurred in con-
nection with cattle. We know the agreement
which was entered into. When cattle were,
perhaps, in the Brisbane market worth more
than £11 a head, the Government agreed to
give £18 12s. 6d. for cattle on the far Western
border—cattle that would not bring in Bris-
banc market more than £11 or £12. They
are not cven fit for the market at present.
Then, in connection with another matter on
the border, in connection with stock, the
Government also fell into the soup, and the
Premier had to come to the assistance of
those he left in command, and wired,
¢ Jettle the case, no matter what it costs;
we +want three months’ time in order
to think this matter over.” This is exactly
what happened in connection with that

Mr. Morgan.)
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stock embargo: Store stock in New South
Wales were worth more money than fat stock
in Queensland. The people on the border
of New South Wales and Queensland, in
order to get the market value of store stock
in New South Wales, deliberately put their
stock into paddocks that were not fattening
paddocks, in order that they might be able
to cross the border as store stock. Had there
been no interference, this stock would have
been brought to Brisbane and slaughtered,
and that would have given work to the
workers of Brisbane and provided meat;
but the Government said, “ You cannot cross
that stock over; you will not be allowed to
take them into New South Wales unless they
are poor.” The dealers took jolly good care
that the stock were poor, and that was the
effect of the cattle embargo so far as
Queensland was concerned.

That is one of many blunders that the Go-
vernment have committed since they have
been in office. They do not care a rap for

anything except Brisbane. Bris-

[7.30 p.m.] bane is Queensland with them. So

long as Brisbane is prosperous, so
long as Brisbane hotelkeepers are pros-
perous, 50 long as the breweries are making
money, then Queensland is prosperous accord-
ing to the Government. We know that at
the present time there is a false prosperity
in Queensland brought about by the £100,000
spent by the Federal Government in con-
nection with the soldiers in Queensland. That
is the prosperity we have in Brisbane to-day,
and which is not experienced in other parts
of Queensland. If you go to any of the towns
in the West, you will see that they have not
got the same prosperity that you see in
Brisbane. 1In fact, in those towns you will
find more or less stagnation. You will find
things there are not as they are represented
to be. We find that in Brisbane the balance-
sheets of all the different companies trading
here show that their profits during the last
twelve months have been greater than they
were before the war.

Mr. Kirwan: I thought that the Labour
party was going to ruln the country.

Mr. MORGAN: You are ruining the coun-
try, although you are not ruining the busi-
nesses in Brisbane. The hon. member for
Brisbane cannot see anything further than
Brisbane. So long as he can walk down
Queen street or George street and go to the
picture shows, either day or night, he will
go home to his humble bed and say that
Queensland is prosperous. He says that
Queensland must be prosperous because of
the picture shows in Brisbane and the race-
courses and the attendances at these places,
and because of all the money spent in the
““ pubs” in Brisbane. Look at all the money
that passed through the totalisator at the
races. Those are the things that they call
prosperity.

Mr. BookERr: They are the sharcholders.

Mr. MORGAN: My friends opposite are
always shareholders 1n everrthing that is
payable. They are always in where there is
anything good, and not when there is any-
thing bad.

. Mr. H. L. Harreey : Didn’t you try to go
in to see the Les D’Arcy fight on your par-
liamentary pass?

Mr. MORGAN: T did not try to go in to
see the Les D’Arcy fight. I wentinto the fight,
and I went in on my parliamentary pass,
and when I got inside I noticed there were

[Mr. Morgan.
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two Liberals there and thirty-seven Labour
members. (Loud laughter.) There were only
two little Liberals, and yet I counted thirty-
seven members from the other side of the
House, including the Assistant Minister for
Justice and the Treasurer. (Loud laughter.}
I also saw you there, Mr. Speaker, but I do
not know whether you got in on your pass or
not. (Laughter.) However, it was a very
good fight and I enjoyed it very much, and
I have no doubt you did, too.

Hon. J. A. FigeiLy: Did you have the
hon. member for Warwick with you?

Mr. MORGAN: No. With regard to the
hon. member who asked me whether I was
at the fight, I may say that I saw him walk-
ing up and down outside the stadium like a
lost sheep. He did not know whether to go
in or stay out. (L.aughter.)

Mr. H. L. Hartiev: That is absolutely
false.

Mr. MORGAN: I would like to know if
the Government are going to make any pro-
vision to compensate the people who will lose
their stock under the tubercular test. The
Government at the present time are vigor-
ously enforcing the regulations throughout
the dairying districts of Queensland. I know
that a number of farmers paid from £14 to
£16 per ton for fodder to keep their cows
alive, and the Government are going to come
along and kill them. They borrowed this
money from the Government, and now their
cattle are going to be killed because it is
supposed that this imaginary tubercular test
is going to rid the country of tuberculosis.
Experienced men know that so far as the
test is concerned it is a sham.

The SPEAKER : Order! The hon. gen-
tleman has exceeded the time allowed him
by the Standing Orders.

Mr. CORSER (Burnett) : On these occasions
the public servants look to us for their salaries,
and it is not for us to block them from
getting their salaries, but this is an oppor-
tunity that we have to criticisc the Govern-
ment for not keeping their promises to the
public servants, and we are going to take
advantage of it. The public servants in the
Education Department have mot received
that which has been their due ever since the
Liberal party left the front benches. (Hear,
hear 1) may say that a delinite promise
was given to the teachers of Queensland by
the Liberal party that if the revenue ex-
ceeded the expenditure that year that the
teachers would get their increases. We find
now that the Government have not given
them the cmoluments to which they are en-
titled, and which they were promised by the
Liberal Administration. We know that the
cugar-workers’ award appeared ycsterday.
We know that various awards have been
given in favour of the employces lately on
the good grounds of increased cost of living.
We know that the Government supporters
are fighting for higher wages because of
their increased cost of living. In fact, it bas
been nothing but increased cost of living
ever since the Labour party took over the
reins of power. The public servants in the
Education Department, principally the school
teachers, have not only been robbed of their
regular increases, but they have also to pay
the increased cost of living.

Mr. KirwaN: Your Government stopped
the automatic increases.

Mr. CORSER: The hon. member for Bris-
bane knows perfectly well that the money
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which should have gone to pay the State
school teachers their increases was withheld
by the present Government.

Mr. Kirwax: That was only an election
cry of the late Government.

Mr. CORSER: What do we find? We
find the Government entering into the busi-
ness of trucking with the produce of the
small men in the country. They are barter-
ing across the border with an amount of
produce that does not belong to them. They
are bringing about a state of border barbar-
ism which is playing the very devil with
our settlers in the country. It is bringing
about the breaking up of many happy homes.
Many a secttler has had to lay down his
tools, and where he would otherwise take his
swag and march off with a broken heart he
has said, ‘““No, I will take up the gun and
fight for those who are injuring us to-day.”
This border barbarism will act detrimentally
to the sclf-preservation of the State. It will
mean that those who do not believe in federa-
tion will have the best argument to put up
against its continuance. We know perfectly
well that our friends on the other side have
claimed that there should be a great com-
radeship between man and man, not only
within our own walls but right throughout
the civilised world. They talk about the
comradeship which should bring men to-
gether, to live for each other, and to assist
in uplifting each other. What do we find in
our Commonwealth? We find that the State
seizes certain preduects which are demanded
by the people in the other States of the Com-
monwealth. Does not that break up the
fundamental principle which we entered into
as a great Commonwealth? We have the
State seizing the property of those who have
not got a backing like the pastoralists and
who have no money to defend themselves
against the present Administration owing to
the bad seasons. It is time we considered
the comradeship and the Commonweaith we
have advocated so leng, and break down
the arguments of the present Government
which are detrimental to the self-preservation
of the State.

Mr. Kirwax:
socialist party?

Mr. CORSER: We are not troubling with
the sceialism which was preached to us many
years ago. 'To-day we have anarchy and
socialism preached by many supporters of
the present Government, notably the Inde-
pendent Workers of the World, If that is
the socialism the hon. gentleman refers to,
then I am not a socialist. If socialism means
a comradeship which will provide men with
an equal right to live, and an cqual right
to work, and everything else equal, then I
say I am a socialist. If the socialists only
want to look after those within their own
walls to the detriment of those outside, then
I am not a socialist. We have a right te
see that the teachers get the increases that
were promised to them. We know that the
taxation put on by the present Government
has been acting to the detriment of the
industries in the country. The Government
have put on taxation which has returned
them hundreds of thousands of pounds to
squander amongst their friends. We know
that the men on the farms have not had
crops for two years, and yet they are asked
to pay the income tax. I know one man
who bought a farm of 1,000 acres for £4 per
acre, and he put the whole of his savings,

When did you join the
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amounting to £500, into that farm. He is
now called upon to pay £47 in taxation in
connection with that farm. He has not paid
it, and I do not suppose he ever will. The
Government should make inquiries into the
various prickly-pear remedies to see if they
arc effective in destroying the prickly-pear.
If it cannot be destroyed, then it 1s only
right that the scttlers who took up their
farms in good faith should be granted some
concession in the amounts they have to pay
the Government. Things have turned out
different from what they expected. The
anticipations of the farmer, the same as the
anticipations of the Government when they
took over the Trcasury benches, have not
been realised. The results have shown that
the farmers on our fair lands will not be
able to carry on unless something further is
done to malke it possible for them not only to
be taxpayers but to find some money to
enable them to keep their famiiies going
in the meantime, and not to extract from
them the 10 per cent. fine for not paying their
rents when they become due. The excuse
was made in my district that this fine was
being collected simply because it appearcd
on the statute-books. We know perfectly
well that when the sewerage workers here
broke the law, attempts were made in this
House to legalise their action, but no action
was taken to enable the farmers to be freed
of that 10 per cent. fine which the Govern-
ment arc attempting to extract from them.

We are concerned somewhat in the amount
of Supply that will possibly be appropriated
for the starting of Government ventures,
and if these Government ventures are to
turn out the same as that wrecked ship in
Western Australia, then far better would it
he for the Government to say, “ We will go
fo the country on the records of the oldest
T.abour party in Austrelia, on what they
have accomplished, and see whether the
country is willing to put in force in Queens-
Jand that which poor Western Australia has
had to endure for some time.” I have
figures here which show that the farming
estate in Western Australia has shown a
deficit of £14,000. On the State sawmills
they lost £103,000; on their implement works
_as advocated by the Government here—
they have lost £131,000; on fish supplies,
£5500; on brickworks, £1,500. Cther
ventures might show a surplus, more part-
calarly those that have received some benefit
through the war, but otherwise everything
the Government has handled has shown a loss.

Mr. CoLniNs: Did you never hear of any
private failures?

Mr. CORSER: When they are failures you
hear nothing about them—(Government
laughter)—but when they are suceessful our
friends on the other side say the workers
should get the profits and not the man who
has put his capital into the venture. When
a man fails, the workers who have had all
the money he could collect or borrow do
not say through their Labour members that
they should do something to help him.

At the present time we are not suffering
the disadvantages from day labour that we
are going to suffer in the near future. T
am not going to say that day labour is the
best class of labour, because in many Iin-
stances it is not, and I would instance the
Mundubbera Traffic Bridge as a case in
point. The Mundubbera Traffic Bridge was
estimated to cost £5,105. It was built by
day labour, and the last figures T could get

M. Corser.]
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showed that it had cost £7,300. The greatest
danger in day labour does not confront us
to-day, hecause we have not amongst our
workers the fully organised IL.W.W. that
threatens us in the near future.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I was very
kind to your friends.

Mr. CORSER: I do not forget that, and
I know the Sccretary for Railways is going
to be very kind to the Burnett. When we
have in our Government works under day
labour a system of slow work, then we will
see the real trouble in connection with day
labour.

A GOVERNMENT MEMBER: Your Government
provided for slow workers.

Mr. CORSER: The Liberal Government
did provide a means of finding work for slow
workers, but members opposite are throwing
interjections across this Chamber to hide
their actions in publishing the names of
those slow workers. That is the biggest
insult they could have offered to those mon—
instead of finding them work they published
their names throughout the length and
breadth of Queensland in their * Industrial
Gazette,”

They told the people of Brisbane that the
Liberal Administration was responsible for
the high cost of living, and instanced the
destruction of a certain amount of fish. I
would like the Government to say whether
that has not taken place since they have
been in office. I will say further that within
the last five days an amount of fish was
dumped in the bay simply to keep up the
cost of living, as was the case when the
Liberal party were in power. You find the
same things existing under the present Ad-
ministration, but to a greater extent than
they existed whilst we were in office, and
these things are likely to continue.

Another matter that has interested me to
some extent is the withdrawal of the police
magistrate from Maryborough. I am SOrTy
the member for Maryborough is unavoidably
ahsent, and on his behalf T enter a protest,
with the member for Wide Bay, against the
withdrawal of the police magistrate from
Maryborough. We have every right to be
considered in that the Burnett district is
still & court of petty sessions district admini-
stered from Maryborough, and how is it
possible for the officers concerned to carry
on without extra assistance? It means that
we are throwing upon those officers work that
was previously performed by the police
magistrate. Many of the police in my dis-
trict act as clerks of petty sessions, and
when the police magistrate was there they
had to work fourteen or fifteen hours a day ;
and how long will it be necessary for them
to work now thet the Maryborough police
magistrate has been withdrawn ?

Mr. WzrLiNngroN: Is this the first time you
have entered a protest against overwork ?

Mr. CORSER: The hon. member’s ignor-
ance of my appeals in the interests of workers
makes it necessary for him to say that.
Now that the Secretary for Railways
thoroughly appreciates the position, I sin.
cerely hope that whatever provision is being
made for money there will be the fullest
provision made by the department over
which he presides, and I sincerely hope that
those settlers who are waiting tor railways
will receive first comsideration, because in
such districts we will find the land necessary
for those who are fighting for us on the other
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side to-day. Would it not be possible for the
Government to act with our Federal Admini-
stration———

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
smoodging now?

Mr. CORSER: If I had tried to smoodge
to the Seccretary for Railways, we would
not have been in the good position we are
in to-day.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
nothing to do with it.

Mr. CORSER : The Government of Qucens-
land should take action with the Iederel
authorities to see if they cannot stamp out
something that is endangering every trooper
in and around this distriet. It has had e
serious effect on the soldiers who have come
from the Burnett, and I know of two voung
fellows who came <down here at different
times and both of them died in Brisbane
before they werc able to strike one blow for
their country. Since then I have had a
protest from another selector asking that
the wages of his deceased son be made
available to him, and before this matter was
fixed up I heard that his neighbour’s son
has also died here in camp. Would it not
be possible for the Government on the spot
to do something to put an end to this serious
state of affairs. How serious it is will be
seen when we know that those who have lost
them are not only sorry that their sons are
gone, but doubly sorry that they have lost
them before they were able to strike one
blow in defence of their country. There is
a large amount of it going on at the present
time. I am not trying to make political
capital out of it, as it is not a matter for
the Government here, but I think theyﬂmxght
very well act in conjunction with the Federal
authorities and see if something cannot be
done to put an cnd to the trouble. If there
is any treachery in it, it should be at once
discovered and abolished, because it has a
very serious effect on recruiting as well as on
everything else. I sincerely hope that dur-
ing the aebsence of these people from the
country districts the Railway Department,
as well as other departments, seeing that our
revenue has been greater than was expected,
will see that the freights and faves are
restored to what they were when the present
Government took office.

The PREMIER, who, on rising, was re-
ceived with Government cheers, said: I
rise to make an appeal to hon. members to
allow us to get on with business.

Mr. S1EVvENS: We are in your hands.

The PREMIER: It is not in my hands,
although perhaps it may be a little later,
if hon. members are not reasonable enough
to fall in with our wishes.

Mr. SteveNs: Is that a threat?

The PREMIER: The position is this:
that the Legislative Council, whose sanction
to this Bill is necessary in order to make the
money available to pay the public servants
by Friday, have intimated that they are
unwilling to remain longer than about an
hour, and consequently it is necessary for us
to get the Bill through this House.

Mr. CorsEr: Who made that statement?

The PREMIER: I am informed by the
Government’s representative in the Legis-
lative Council, Mr. Hamilton

Mr. Corser: That that resolution was
carried by the Council ?

Are you

You had
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The PREMIER: And I take it he is
speaking on reliable information, or he
would not have conveyed that information
to me. Now, it is desirable that the public

servants should be vpaid on

[8 p.m.] Friday, as Australia Day takes
o place on Saturday, and fhe pat-
riotic committee have made a special request
to the Government that they should be paid
on that day. I discharged my duty when I
placed those facts before hon. members of
this House, and I hope they will be reason-
able enough to allow the Bill to go through,
afld also to go through the Legislative
Council to-night. I have listened to the
discussion very patiently up to the present
moment, and T think everyone will agree
with me when I say that the nature of tho
discussion has been such as might well take
place on the Address in Reply—(Govern-
ment ““ Hear, hears”)—which will be at once
continued when this business has been dis-
posed of. The only effect of a continuation
of the discussion of this Bill will be to pre-
vent the public servants being paid on
Friday, and detrimentally affect Australia
Day on Saturday.

Mr. MoRreaN: You must take the re 8
bility for that. on

The PREMIER: I am quite prepared to
lay the position before the House, and if
they do mnot fall in with my request, well,
then, it may become necessary to consider
what other steps we should take-to facilitate
the passage of this Bill during the hour.
(Hear, hear!) Now, so many matters have
been referred to during the discussion by
hon. members opposite that I do not think
we would facilitate the passage of the
measure if we attempted to reply to all of
them to-night, I do not propose to do 80,
but T do wish to make reference to some
Very ungenerous criticism by some hon.
members opposite with regard to the nature
of the business which made it necessary for
me to visit England during the last year. I
think I bave taken the opportunity on
several occasions to explain that cablegrams
were received from the Agent-General a con-
mﬂerable time before I went home, that I
did not go home in connection with par-
ticular cases, but incidentally I appeared—
and appeared for the Government—in a
very important case when I was at homeo.
That was the case of an appeal from the
Supreme Court of Queensland in connection
with the stranding of the steamer ** Eastern.’’

Now, there is some business which T dealt
with at home, and which has been hinted
at by some hon. members opposite, and there
Is no ome more cognisant of the fact than
they "arc that it is impossible for us to
discuss thosc matters here. Reference has
been made by the leader of the Opposition
to the sugar industry, and he stated that I
had written an article in ‘¢ Reynolds’s News-

paper,”’ stating that one of the things I was
dealing with was industrial matters con-
nected with the sugar industry. Now, I

never made any reference to industrial mat-
ters in any thing T said or wrote with regard
to the sugar industry when I was in Eng-
land, and I quote for the information of
hon.” members opposite from ““ Reynolds’s
Newspaper” of the 14th May, when T made
this referonce—

“The sugar industry is developing
very rapidly. Questions affecting it are
among those that I have come over to
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discuss with the Imperial Government;
and within a year or two I anticipatc
that we shall increase our supply of
sugar beyond the requirements of Aus-
tralia.”

Hon. J. ToLmie: Would not that be an
industrial question in connection with the
industry ?

The PREMIER: If the hon. member will
notice the context. he will find that I am
referring to the supply of more sugar than
will be required for Australia, and the
matter I was publicly advocating—and which
the Prime .Minister of Australia was advo-
cating—was that some arrangcments might
be made whereby any extra sugar we might
produce would be consumed by the British
Empire, instead of allowing sugar to be
“dumped ” from Germany. The other mat-
ters in connection with the sugar industry
that I dealt with I do not wish to refer to
here; but if the leader of the Opposition
calls on me at the office, T will give him
some confidential information that I am
quite sure he will not use publicly.

The Howe SecrRETARY: Why did he not
come before?

Hon. J. Tormin: I thank you for what you
say, but I do not desire to be in possession
of confidential information.

The PREMIER: The leader of the Oppo-
sition knows that the Chief Secretary has
to be in possession of confidential informa-
tion, whether he likes it or not, and it is
hardly a right thing for the leader of the
Opposition, or anyone else, to ask for in-
formation he knows cannot be given, as was
done this afternoon. It is an unfair kind of
criticism. It is trying to throw the onus on
me in respect to matters upon which they
know I must be silent, making the sugges-
tion to the public that nothing has been
done with regard to it.

There are some other matters that I hope
to be able to deal with in the near future,
that I attended to while I was at home,
and will result, I think, in the bringing of
many hundreds of thousands of pounds to
Queensland, and also of making a consider-
able addition to the supplies of material
which the Imperial Government will have
for the manufacture of munitions.

Mr. 3TEVENS: That will be a reversal of
your present policy.

The PREMIER: It is not necessary for
me to reply to these irrelevant interjections.
The leader of the Country party, the member
for Albert, has very pointedly put the ques-
tion to me as to whether I went home in
an official capacity or a professional capacity.
In other words, he wants to know whether T
received any fees from the Government for
arguing the ¢ Hastern” case in England.
He also refers to the question of expenses.
Now, for the information of the House, I
may say that the late Government had made
arrangements that counsel should visit Hng-
land in conncction with that case. They
thought it was necessary that counsel should
visit England, and no doubt the Privy Coun-
cil did postpone the hearing of the ¢ Eastern”
case to permit the arrival of counsel from
this State. So far, I might tell you, Mr.
Speaker, and hon. members, I have not
received the usual fees in connection with
the “ Eastern’ case, and if the leader of the

Hon. T. J. Ryan.]
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Opposition, or the leader of the Country
party, thinks that I should not receive them,
then I shall not do so.

 Hon. J. G. AeprrL: If you acted profes-
sionally, you are entitled to them.

The PREMIER : Then why do these gen-
tlemen not say so? Do they suggest that
when work is done, for which anyone else
would be adequately paid, I should not be
so? If such is the case, it is an extra-
ordinary position.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. Moreax: Did you not get a verdict
carrylng costs? .

The PREMIER: Yes, we got a verdict
with costs, but it has been suggested by the
hon. member for Wide Bay that the Liberal
Government had all this arranged before-
hand, that it was not necessary to argue the
case. Well, if that was so, it is a very poor
compliment to all the judges of the Supreme
Court of Queensland who heard the matter
argued on behalf of that Liberal Govern-
ment and were unanimous against them.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS :

The PREMIER: It was either necessary
that we should have the case argued in
London by counsel having full knowledge of
all the circumstances, or it is a strange
reflection on the capacity of the Supreme
Court bench of Queensland. (Government
“Hear, hears.””)

There is one other matter that I feel bound
to reply to to-night, and that was the refer-
ence to the purchase of certain cattle by the
Chief Sccretary’s Department, I think 600
head of fat cattle, from Mr. Purcell. It
became necessary in March last to get cattle
somewhere to supply our State butcher shops,
and Mr. Purcell supplied 600 head of cattle
to the Government at a cost of £12 per head.
Inquiries were made by the department
to sen if it was possible to get cattle any-
where eclse, and they were then selling in
the Enoggera markets at from 50 per cent.
to 75 per cent. higher than that.

Mr. Moraax: Higher than £12 per head
on the ground, that you paid?

The PREMIER : Yes, higher than £12 on
the ground. The supply of those cattle was
entirely to oblige the Government.

Mr. Morcsx: What did they weigh?

The PREMIER: And to keep up the
supply of meat to the State butcher shops.
The whols of the meat did not go into the
State butcher shops, and a quantity was sup-
plied to the Imperial Government at the
price of 4Zd. per Ib. f.o.b., and the Govern-
ment, after supplying their shops and send-
ing the balance to the Tmperial Government,
made a profit of £600 on the deal.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Hon. W. D, ARMSTRONG : Are there many
more philanthropists like Mr. Purcell ?

The PREMIER: I am quite certain that
no other similar cattle could be purchased
at such a low price. I am asked what they
weighed. Those cattle weighed about 7 cwt. ;
784 1b. was the killed weight. They were the
best fat cattle he had, and he could have got
£13 per head from any other buyer. I hope
the hon. member will be satisfied—that he
will not feel proud of the suggestion he made
that those cattle were bought at some faney
price, or at some price at which they ought
not to have been purchased.

[Hon. T. J. Ryan.
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I will have a further opportunity of deal-
ing with the criticisms that have been
levelled at us by the Opposition, and I will
content myself now by saying that if any
individual on the opposite side of the House
had the opportunity of receiving the mone-
tary advantage that will accrue to Queens-
land as the result of my visit to the old
country he would be very nearly a million-
aire.

GoverNuENT MEeMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. FORSYTH (Murrumba): I am very
glad indced that the leader of the House
has given us at least something to go on
with. It has been the usual thing, right
since he left, to try to find out what he went
home for. He has explained to a certain
extent why he did, but I notice in the
“Daily Mail,”’ a paper which supports the
Government very fully, this same question
only a very short time ago. They said—

“Mr. Ryan is on his way back to
Australia. = Mr. Hughes is also on his
way back to Australia. Mr. Hughes hav-
ing started first, ought to get here first.
These two great men—who are not neces-
sarily mentioned in this paragraph in
order of greatness—will arouse varying
degrees of enthusiasm on their return.
Mr. Hughes will bring home the laurels;
Mr. Ryan will bring home—Mr. Ryan.
He will also bring home some illustrated
pictures, a report of a speaech or two,
recollections of something said at a ban-
quet, and memories of a few moctor trips
in Ireland, Scotland, and other interest-
ing places. We were told beforc he left
that his visit was necessary in some way
for the good of Australia. Perhaps it
was. We don’t exactly know how or
why, but we are all willing to learn.”

That is an extract taken from the  Daily
Mail,” which supports the present Govern-
ment, and I think that opinion is general
throughout Queensland as to what he went
home for. He has done something which
will be of benefit to Queensland, but he took
no less than two Under Secretaries, and the
general consensus of opinion is that there
was not the slightest necessity for taking
two, as one would have been enough, more
especially as we have to try and save money
in every way we can, However, as the hon.
gentleman says he will review this question
Tater on, I do not intend to keep the House
on that subject, and I see no reason why this
motion should not pass during the next hour.
I want to make some reference to the
finances of the State. T look upon the
finances of Queensland at the present time
as being in one of the most serious conditions
they have been in for many years. Twelve
months ago the Treasurer, when he made his
financial speech, said—
“ When the late Administration went out
of office, the loan fund balance was quite
inadequate to meet the heavy commit-
ments, some of which were exceedingly
pressing. No arrangements had been
made for raising further loans. The pre-
sent Government, on assuming office,
realised the immediate necessity either
to raise money at an ecarly date or to
shorten down expenditure on public
works. We believed in the wisdom of
proceeding cautiously with loan expendi-
ture, but also realised the serious effect
upon our industries and progress which
would result from too drastic a_slacken-
ing of developmental works. Railways
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are required more urgently than ever to
bring into use for closer settlement agri-
cultural and grazing lands which are
now being made available.”

It was proved most conclusively—and no one
knows better than the hon. gentleman—that
the late Government left a very large amount
of money. I am going to discuss the ques-
tion of the actual hard cash we had, and
compare it with the amount we had in hand
on the 30th June. The hon. gentleman said
distinctly that the late Government only left
a little money. As a matter of fact, the late
Government left the Treasurer in hard cash,
in mouey and bills, no less than £2400,000.
And how much has he got now at the end of
June? The total amount the hon. gentleman
had at the end of June in Brisbane, from all
sources, was only some £774,000. But when
we left the Treasury twelve months ago,
we left him in hard cash in Brisbane no less
than £2,387,106. I do not want to be unfair.
He said that he had £400,000 hard in
Londoun, as against about £300,000, which we
left. I say that it is most contemptible to
be placed in the position of having so very
little money. Where are we going to get the
money we require from? The hon. gentle-
man expects to get some money from the
Commonwealth Government, and I hope he
will get it, but he had no right to spend the
enormous quantity of loan money which he
spent last year. He says we have only
£2,400,000 to spend this vear. How much
more does he want to spend? I remember
the Liabour Government getting into power
in 1902. How much did they spend then?
How did the people live? 1 do not say for
one moment that public works should stop,
but it is quite evident to me that the Go-
vernment have any quantity of money to go
in for all sorts of wild schemes which must
inevitably result in loss. They are going in
for hotels and for cattle stations. They have
paid £66,000 away alrcady from the trust
fund, besides giving debentures. For saw-
mills they have paid £28915 from trust
funds, and in industrial undertakings £43,173
from loan fund. Would it not have been very
much better than spending money in this
way if they had spent it in some of the agri-
cultural districts and given the people rail-
ways?

Mr. BErTRAM : You believe in station pro-
perty, don’t you?

Mr. TORSYTH: These undertakings, I
think the Government will find, would be
better left to private enterprise. They would
then have infinitely more money in hand to
go on with the building of railways and other
necessary works throughout Queensland. We
know what has happened in Western Aus-
tralia and New South Wales in connection
with these industries, and the loss which has
been made. The hon. gentleman wants to
give the people of Queensland fish, but in
going into an industry like that he stands
the risk of losing a lot of money, which
means that extra taxation will have to be
imposed on the people to make up the loss.
The Treasurer said that the State sawmill
has becn the means of reducing the price of
timber. I think it has been the means of
raising the price of timber.

The TreAsURER: I have direct evidence, so
be careful what you say.

Mr., FORSYTH: I know that two of the
largest sawmillers lost thousands of pounds
last year, and they could not go on unless
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they got a higher rate, and at the present
time they are getting 3s. a hundred feet more
than they got then.

The Treasurgr: They delayed in increas-
ing the price for six months.

Mr. FORSYTH : As a matter of fact, the
State sawmills are getting the same price
as they are. In any case, there will not be
enough money made out of it, and I say
the sawmills are a dangerous proposition,
and one which the Government should leave
alone.

The Government are going in for hotels.
We see that tenders have been called for
the erection of an hotel to cost £16,000 or
£17,000. Would it not be better if the Go-
vernment went in for legitimate businesses
instead of private enterprises like these,
which are going to be the means of losing
money? The people in Western Australia
have been losing money in these enterprises.

Then the Government are going in for
butcher shops. The object is to provide
cheap meat, but the conditions under which
the Government arranged to give meat at
31d. for fresh beef and charged the people
at home 4%d. is an absolute scandal. All the
people in Brisbane cannot go to get the meat.
Those who go there get the benefit, but there
are thousands who cannot avail themselves
of it, and have to pay a higher price. Why
should we cater for a particular section in
the community and allow some people in
Brisbane, Rockhampton, and Townsville to
get meat at a lower price than others? I
think the Minister said that there were 1,000
customers a day, but that number 1is nothing
in comparison to the total population of
Queensland. I say that it is scandalous for
the Government to charge 4%d. to the home
people who are fighting our battle and give
the people remaining behind meat at 3id.
T would advise the Government to leave these
industries alone, and stick to legitimate
business.

Take the butter business for example, and
read the statement of the hon. member for
Oxley in the  Daily Mail” of 26th July,
in which he condemns the Government out
and out in connection with the butter deal
1t is the people and the producers of Queens-
land who have to suffer. The farmers have
heen suffering through drought, and selectors
have been losing stock, and yet the Govern-
ment say thery do not care twopence for
them, and that they will protect their sup-
porters in DBrishane at the expense of the
general community. It is the duty of what-
over Clovernment is in power to endeavour
to act fairly to all sections of the community,
but the present CGovernment have imposed
burdens on the people right and left. They
have dragged money out of the pockets of
the people, and have been spending hundreds
of thousands of pounds which they might
have saved.

I hope that what has been said this after-
noon will be the means of inducing the
Government to go slow and try to deal fairly
with all sections of the community, and not
for the benefit of one class only.

The TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Theodore,
Chillagoe): In regard to the last remark
of the hon. gentleman, T can tell him that,
so far as this party is concerned, the Govern-
ment are very much opposed to the “go
slow ” poliey.

GoverNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear !

Hon. E. G. Theadore.]
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The TREASURER : The hon. member has
asked some questions in regard to the loan
fund, and it is only right that I should rise
and make a remark or two in regard to
that fund. It is an important question, and

the hon. member is quite justi-

[8.30 p.m.] fied in asking for any informa-

tion about it. The hon. member
tried to make out that the position to-day is
worse than the position was at this time last
year. He has also said that the satisfactory
position of the finances at this time last year
was due to the Liberal party. e said that
the condition of affairs to-day was unfortunate
and deplorable, or words to that ecffect. I
can inform the hon. gentleman that we can
see further ahead at the present time than
we could at this time last year, owing to
the caution that has been exercised by the
present Government.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear !

The TREASURER: We arc in a more
secure position to-day, and we are able to
carry on at the rate which we have set for
ourselves, not only to the end of the present
calendar year, but to the end of next
calendar year.

Mr. Barves: How long have you known
that ?

The TREASURER: We have known it
for some time, and I have made no secret
of it for some time past. I said at the
close of the last session, when the hon. mem-
ber for Murrumba asked me what arrange-
ments had been made in connection with
the loan fund, and how long we could carry
on. I told him that I had no hesitation in
saying that I felt sure we could carry on at
the rate we had set for ourselves for the
whole of this calendar ycar. Since then, I
felt quite sure that we could carry on, not
only for this calendar year, but to the end
of next calendar year also, without any diffi-
culty at all, within the limit we have set
for ourselves—that is, provided, of course,
that we are not called upon to meet any
exceptional expenditure.

Mr. Roserts: That means that you have
slowed down.

The TREASURER : That means that the
hon. member does not know what he is
talking about.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS :
laughter.

The TREASURER : The loan fund at the
present time is as the hon. member stated
1t to be, but we have yet to receive some
money from the Commonwealth Government.
We have to receive from the Common-
wealth Government a further £1,362,000 in
regard to this calendar year. So that will
supplement the fund which the hon. gentle-
man stated we had in hand at the 30th June
last. ~The hon. gentleman has quoted the
condition of the fund correctly, but we have
definite knowledge now of what we will get
during the balance of this year.

Mr. ForsvTH: The loan money you have
at the present time is not any more than you
had at this time last year. )

The TREASURER: No; but we know
what we are going to get—that we are going
to get a certain sum during the remaining
portion of this and during next year. When
the hon. gentleman’s Government went out of
office last vear they did not know how much
money they had left to the credit of the
loan fund. They did not kaow the position
at all. The hon. gentleman can see that

[Hon. E. Q. Theodore.
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himself by looking up * Hansard.” He can
see where, in the early stages of last session,
he called attention to the fact that my pre-
decessor in office, Mr. Barnes, had made a
statement, some months previously, stating
that the loan fund was such as would enable
the Government to carry on until September.
I think it was in August that the hon.
gentleman asked the question; and he said
that, as it was nearing September, he would
like to know the condition of the loan fund
and how long it would last. The hon. gentle-
man did not know the position at that time,
and my predecessor, as Treasurer, was not able
to say exactly how the loan fund stood when
the late Government went out of office. The
hon. member for Murrumba was left in
entire ignorance of the position, and so was
the leader of the Opposition, and it was not
until the information was given to the House
by myself that they knew exactly what con-
dition they left the loan fund in. I merely
rose to-night to show the position. The
hon. member for Murrumba expressed the
belief that there was cause for considerable
anxiety in connection with the financial
situation.
Mr. ForsYTH: I should think so, too.

The TREASURNKR : So long as we do not
exceed the present rate of expenditure, we
have sufficient money to carry -on, not only
to the end of the present year, but to the
end of next calendar year as well. TUnless
there is something that is quite unforeseen
at the present time—something which our
financial advisers know nothing about, or .
which the Commonwealth financial advisers
know nothing about, then we will be able
to carry on quite easily until the end of
next year.

Hon. J. TouMie: Will vou give us some
information about the expenditure?

The TREASURER : The hon. member for
Murrumba stated that we spent £3,000,000
last year, and that provision was made for
the expenditure of £2,400,000 this year. He
pointed out that the expenditure was too
great; vet, I must say, there is no member
more emphatic in his demands for money
from the loan fund than the hon. member
for Murrumba himself. (Government laugh-
ter.)

Hon. J. Toumie: And you are quite con-
sistent in turning it down.

The TREASURER : The hon. member for
Murrumba, on behalf of his electorate, cer-
tainly advanced some very good propositions
for loans to local authorities. A lot of the
requests were financially sound, and would
be profitable undertakings to the Govern-
ment, if the Government could finance them
without difficulty or embarrassment. But
there are other local authorities who have
propositions to advance which are equally
sound, and we have to some extent to regu-
late the amount due for advancement to local
authorities, and it happens that a great
number of local authorities have to wait.
The position is that this year we have had
to deal with applications from local authori-
ties for loans involving £1,400,000. Of course
we could not meet them. I have no hesita-
tion in saying that if times were normal and
the money was readily available we could
safely finance all those undertakings.

Hon. J. G. Arper: You are getting money
in from the local authorities every year at
the rate of :£500,000, and you can reloan that
to them.
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The TREASURER: We are not getting
£500,000 a_year, but we are getting a large
sum, and it is also avallable to loan agaln
to local authorities. I think that the hon.
gentleman will admit that the Government
is_exercising the greatest caution, consistent
with the present situation, and at the same
time making advances to local authorities
who have pressing works on hand. If we
carried out the hon. gentleman’s own views
with regard to the curtailing of the loan
expenditure, I do not know how much he
would wish us to curtail it to. He knows
that the loan expenditure for this year is
£2,400,000.

Mr. Forsyra: Too much !
~ The TREASURER : Supposing we limited
1t to £1,000,000, would that suit the hon.
gentleman ?

Mr. Forsyru: No. Make it £2,000,000.

The TREASURER: That would be only
£400,0QO less than the sum we have allotted
for this year, and that would make very
little difference in the financial situation.

Mr. Forsyra: It would be £600,000 less
than you spent last year.

_The TREASURER : I think that the posi-
tion 1s eminently satisfactory.

Mr. Forsyrn: How will the trust fund
help you at all? It is only £3,600,000 in debt.

The TREASURER : What would the hon.
member advocate in regard to the trust
fund ?

Mr. Forsvra: I advocate that you should
be a little more careful with the money you
have in hand at the present.

_The TREASURER: We can do that by
limiting the amount advanced to agricultural
settlers from the Agricultural Bank. Would
the hon. gentleman advocate that? The hon.
gentleman must realise that the Government,
so far as it can proceed with safety, has not
done anything more than they are entitled
to. They arc endeavouring to meet all the
applications from agriculturists and others
who look to the Government for assistance ;
and, so long as we go on doing that with
safety, it is the best policy to adopt. So far
we see no reason for being in any way afraid
of the present financial position. We can see
further ahead to-day than we could see at
any time during the last twelve months.
Before sitting down I might refer to one or
two questions that have been raised by hon.
members on the other side. The hon.” mem-
ber for Drayton referred to something which
he described as ‘“ scandalous action” on the
part of the Government in connection with
the Great Fitzroy Mine. The hon. member
was sadly misinformed with regard to that
particular business, and I want to correct any
false impression he may have in regard to
it. The hon. member said we had the option
of purchasing the whole of the machinery.
valued at £80,000, and putting into com-
mission  again the whole of the mine
employing 500 men, with an expenditure
of £20,000, but that we turned down the
offer, thus doing irreparable harm, he
said, to the mining industry and pre-
venting the possibility of employing a large
number of men. He also reflected upon the
action of the hon. member for Fitzroy in
setting the value of the machinery at a
ridiculously low value in his report to the
Government. It is quite true that, at the
suggestion of the Minister for Mines, the
hon. member for Fitzroy consulted the Min-
ister for Mines with regard to that plant.
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There is no member of the House who is
more competent to give information as to
the value of machinery than is the hon.
member for Fitzroy. (Hear, hear!) So far
from decrying the value of the machinery of
the Fitzroy Mine, the hon. member for Fitz-
roy informed the Government, long before
the negotiations were broken off, that the
value of the machinery even at a forced sale
would be at least £20,000.

Hon. J. Tormie: Did he not say this after-
noon that it was worn out?

The TREASURER: No. The hon. gen-
tleman could not have followed him. I will
show that the Government, instead of turning
down this proposition, made every effort to
assist them. When they first approached the
Government the Minister for Mines, Mr.
Hamilton, agreed to a proposition to give
financial assistance at the rate of £1 for £1
up to £10.000. Subsequently, the dcebenture-
holders foreclosed on the property, and they
made an offer to the Government. The Go-
vernment had reports made, and then made
a proposition something like this: That if the
debenture-holders, who were in possession
of the property, agreed to unwater the mine
and enable the Mincs Department to
thoroughly sample the mine, and would, in
the event of the examination being satis-
factory, give the Government a first mort-
gage over the assets of the company, the
Government would advance them £20,000, in
order to enable them to carry on. That was
an absolutely reasonable proposition, and a
more favourable one than was made, under
similar circumstances, by any previous Go-
vernment. The debenture-holders declined
to avail themselves of the offer, They dis-
approved of the condition which required
them to give the Government a first mort-
gage over all the assets of the company;
and, of course, the Government could not do
business with them. T just mention this to
show how badly informed the hon. member
for Drayton was. If the Government had
done what he suggested and advanced £10,000
or £12,000 without an¥y security, he, as a re-
presentative of an agricultural district, would
have been onc of the first to complain.

Then, the hon. member for Dalby said that
the Government had been guilty of appro-
priating money illegally, and that it had also
been pointed out by Mr. Justice Lukin. The
hon. member said to-night that the Govern-
ment had been making illegal payments
because warrants had not been issued.

Mr. Vowres: No. I said because the
House had never sanctioned the appropria-
tion,

The TREASURER: Let me inform the
hon. member that he sat behind the Govern-
ment which did exactly the same thing that
he is now complaining about—that is, mak-
ing payments without parliamentary appro-
priation. It is done every year, and it has
been done every year since the Audit Act
was passed in 1874.

Hon. J. G. AppEL: When you were in op-
position you always objected to it.

The TREASURER : No. The then Oppo-
sition never cobjected to the payment of un-
foreseen expenditure under the authority of
the Governor’s warrant. What a certain
judge called attention to was—the hon. mem-
ber apparently did not follow carefully that
particular point—that payments were made
under the Governor’s warrant, but such war-
rants were not countersigned by the Auditor-
General. The Audit Act provides that,

Hon. E. G. Theodore.]
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where contingencies arise and payments have
to be made, such payments can be made in
anticipation of parliamentary approval, This
has been donme for many years past, and
previous GGovernments, under which the hon.
member served, on scores of occasions issued
such warrants and made such payments.
The Audit Act requires that the warrants
are to be presented to the Auditor-General,
who is prohibited himsclf from signing them,
but he has to state in the margin his reason
for withholding his signature, and the reason
always stated is ‘“No parliamentary appro-
priation,” but the warrants are then pre-
sented to the Governor, who invariably signs
them and the payments are then made, and
that is how past Governments have pro-
ceeded. That 1s how the Philp Government
carried on the business of the country during
the crisis in 1808, when they had no parlia-
mentary authority at all for spending not a
few hundreds, but hundreds of thousands of
pounds. I ask hon. members who are get-
ting so particular on this point what hap-
pened last year, when the Supplementary
Rstimates were presented to them? Did they
not give parliamentary sanction to all those
payraents, which had been made on the
Governor s warrant?  Of course, they did,
dnd will they not do the same this year?

When the Labour party was in opposition,
we always passed the Supplementary Dsti-
mates, practically without discussion, because
we were reasonable enough to recognise that,
during the parliamentary recess, parliamen-
tary authority cannot be got for unforeseen
expenditure, and hon. members opposite will,
I am sure, do so now, because they recognise
that Executive authority musi be sufficient
in =uch cascs.

GovernMENT MemBeRs : Hear,

Mr, BARNES: Justification for the atti-
tude taken up on this side of the House has
been shown in the speech of the Premier,
supplemented by the speech just made by
the Treasurer. This House wanted informa-
tion, and we have had to put in about four
or five hours pegging away before the slight-
est response was made to the requests from
this side of the House. Now we have got
some information, and we understand that
in cennection with the administration there
arc matters of very great importance, and
we are glad to know that ocur friends on the
Government side of the House now realise,
as the Liberal party did when they were in
power, that there are matters of very deli-
cate lmDmtance that cannot be blabbed
about, so to speak, in the House. But, how-
ever much information we may have received
from the Premier and the Treasurer, we are
still in want of further information in regard
to some very important matters which have
been mentioned by various members on this
side of the House.

hear!

We still want to know what justification
there has been for the expenditure of large
sums of money in connection with State
hotels. We want to know how it is that the
Government to-day are making a departure
from their platform. Their platform hereto-
fore, and their platform to-day, so far as
we know, is the nationalisation of the drink
traffic, with a view to prohibition. Instead
of that, what are they doing? In one in-
stance—1I think it was 1n the case of Babinda
—they assisted this party to carry a resolu-
tion which decided that no hotel was to be
erected within a given distance of a sugar-
mill. They know that that resolution was

[Hon. E. G. Theodore.
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carried on the voices, and what do we find
now? They are making a departure from
their platform, and are practlcally entering
into the business of hotelkeepers. = After
their great protestations as to what they in-
tended doing—and many people believed in
their smcerltv in regard to nationalisation
with a view to prohibition—one feels disap-
pointed that men who for years have been
supporting and aiding temperance are to-day

found supporting, by their influence and
their power, the carrying out of such pro-
posals. Tt will be my duty, in the course

of a day or two, with others, to wailt on the
Secretary for Pubhc Instructlon, and one
of the thoughts given expression to in con-
nection with the petition which I am to pre-
sent is this: The teachers want to know why

‘the automatic increases have been kept back

frem them when the Government of the day
could find money to put into hotels.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
I can explain matters.

Mr. BARNES: The hon gentleman, we
are aware, has been trying to explain that
again and again. We know he is in a con-
fused state of mind over this business. We
know that that body of public servants in
Queensland are being treated very badly,
and ther want an explanation from the
Minister in regard to this matter.

The SEcrETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
Hear, hear! I hope they will come along.

Mr. BARNES: They are coming along,
and we want to know when you are going to
make good your promises—when you are going
to give them their automatic increases. That
they are an underpaid body of men, who are
doing magnificent service for this country,
no owne can doubt, and it is manifestly
unfair that they should be kept out of their
just dues.

Mr. Kirwsx: VYes, after ten years of
Liberal administration and ten years of
unparalleled prosperity.

Mr. BARNES: The revenue to-day is

greater than ever. The cost of living we
know is greater, and there should be a
response on that account alone; and the
teachers say, ‘“If the Government are able
to find money for this enterprise and that
enterprise, in all fairness they should find
money to pay us our back dues.”’

Tt is well known that there is considerable
unrest in the Railway Department, because
men arc not getting all that they should
get, and we on this side of the House want
to know when these matters are going to
be attended to. Then there is this sugar
matter which has been referred to to-night.
I am very disappointed that no reference
has been made either by the Treasurer or
the Chief Secretary as to what the attitude
of the Government is going to be in that
matter. This is our greatest agricultural
industry, and its very life is at stake, and
notwithstanding all that has been said there
is not a word from the Government side of
the House as to what the Government’s
intentions are. They know the extreme con-
ditions which obtain to-day owing to the
last determination of the court, and we wish
to know whether they are going to place the
sugar-growers on a safe and sure foundation.
There is evidence here to-night received by
telegram that a crisis is inevitable, and yet
the Premier, who is so interested in the
industry, has nothing to say. He has stated
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that when he went to England one of the
chief matters to receive his attention was
in connection with that industry and its
development, and yet in the most critical
moment of that industry:

Mr. GiLnies: More stinking fish.

Mr. BARNES: When the hon. gentleman
is asked to express himself—when he is asked
to state whether he is going to give the
growers their due and enable them to meet
the extraordinary expenditure thrust upon
them—there is not a word from the Treasury
benches. Information has been given by the
Premier and the Treasurer, but further
information with regard to these matters is
required. We want to know what their
attitude is going to be in connection with
the sugar industry. It is a matter of the
very greatest importance, and some statement
should be forthcoming from the Treasurer or
from the Premier as to whether the demands
of the sugar-growers are going to be met or
whether an effort will be made——

Mr. CoLLiNg: Are you aware that a sugar
farm of 100 acres changed hands the other
day for £15,000°?

Mr. BARNES: I question whether it
would change to-day. We want to know
what the Government are going to do with
regard to the automatic allowances. It is
only fair that we should have some state-
ment from them in regard to this matter.

ROBERTS (EFast Toowoomba): I was
somov»hat surprised at the statement of the
Treasurer when he said that some months
ago he knew that they had quite sufficient
to carry on within reasonable grounds.
Apparently that is not in accordance with
the views of the Minister for Railways, or
the Minister for Education, because time and
again those gentlemen have shown to various
deputations the position as they considered
it—that they did not know at all how it
would be possible to carry on. In fact, I
remember the Minister for Railways asking
the men not to ask him to make promises,
because it was quite impossible for him to
earry them out. There is not the least
doubt that the Treasurer knows the position
thoroughly well, but he clouds the position
in this House. T am quite satisfied that he
is aware through his position as Minister
for Public Works that there is a crisis in
Queensland as far as unemployment is con-
cerned.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Rubbish ! Rot!
Mr. ROBERTS: It is no use saying it is
‘rot.”” We had a meeting of the building

trades group committee only on Monday

night last, and they explained at that meet-
ing at the Trades Hall that there were more
members unemployed than at any period
during the currency of the present war, and
they decided to put the position before the

Minister for Public Works, Mr. Theodore,

and the Federal Works Registrar, Mr. Todd,

in order to see if any work could be started
to absorb the unemployed.

Mr. Corrins: What are you quoting from?

Mr. ROBERTS: I am quoting from the
“Daily Standard” of the 23rd of August.

Weo know that there is nothing sensational
about it, because they are just as conversant
with it as we are, and they do not wish to
hide the issue. This sameé position is rife
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throughout Queensland. It is very rife at
Toowoomba. If you read your
[9 p.om.] ¢ Industrial Gazette,”” you will
find that men are out of employ-
ment, and it is because of the actions of this
Government during the last few months,
which tend to create and will continue to
create a larger amount of unemployment.
Yet we are asked to-night, after some eight
months, to push along on the first day of
the session with these votes, and we are told
it must be done to pay the public servants.
The Government knew, and the leader of the
Government knew before he left for the old
country, that they had provided for the
position thirteen months ago; and the Secre-
tary for Mines, in another place, when ex-
plaining the reasons for voting thirtesn
months’ Supply, said that it would carry
them through July, so that if they did not
meet in July it is the fault of the Govern-
ment and not the fault of the Opposition.
We are justified in raising our voices to-
night against this vote, because there are
not only things to which we object which
they have done in accordance with the law,
but there are other things which they have
done coutrary to Acts of Parliament. We
understand that they propose to provide
money for the creation of hotels in distriets
where this House has specially said there
should be no hotels, and that if there were
hotels in those sugar districts they should be
bought out. It Went unanimously through
this House, Labour and the then Govern-
ment voting for it. The Secretary for Public

Instruction says that, of course, this hotel
is not to be a private hotel. T contend that
no member of this Iiouse at that time

thought that the Government of the day
would consider the building of State hotels,
and I further contend that it was against
the policy of the Labour party. If you ask
them for an explanation of their platform,
they say that they propose to buy out the
hotels, or to confiscate them if you like, with
the object of prohibition. Surely it is not
necessary first to create in order later to
do away! I say that we have every reason
for enteuno our strongest protest on cvery
occasion on this pd.ltl()ulal‘ matter.

And then we find the Secretary for Public

Wo‘ks the Treasurer, speaking about the
‘go slow” policy. I make a very careful
study

of the various departments, and the only
one in which I find any suggestion of going
slow is the State Children Department,
where you have your widows and orphan
children. That is the one department where
I find they are trying to cut down expendi-
ture.

Mr. Kirwax: They have increased it, and
well you know it.

Mr. ROBERTS: Whilst members opposite
will tell the people that they are the only
party working in their interests, we find that
is the only department where the question
of cutting down expenditure is being put
into effect.

Mr. K1rwan: It is absolutely untrue, and
well you know it.

Mr. ROBERTS: I will stake my word in
this House that that is correct—that they
are making inquiries as to where they can
cut off children immediately they reach the
age. I give my word, independent of the
hon. member for Brisbane. The Treasurer
talks about having such a large sum of
money to go on with public works, and yet

Roberts.]
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at the Fast Toowoomba School, with 700
children, we find—1 have brought it twice
under the department’s notice within the last
few months—that there are over 200 chil-
dren who have to be taught in the open air,
and that in a place where climatic conditions
in winter are anything but satisfactory.
They can't even find the money to build a
shelter shed, can’t even find the money to
put on a coat of paint. We had the Home
Sceretary up that way only a short time
ago, and it was pointed out to him and the
member for Bulimba and other hon. members
of the party that in the interests of the
State itself this money should be found.
But it has not been found, and now the hon.
member comes and tells us about the thou-
sands of pounds he has to carry him on for
the next twelve months.

Mr. MOORE (Aubigny): I did not intend
to say anvthing to-night, but I do not see
why we should allow ourselves to be
threatened by the Premier. If we are going
to allow ourselves to be threatened like that,
we are never going to be allowed to say
anything.

The PREMIER:
sense.

Mr. MOORE: It was not an appeal, be-
cause a little while afterwards it wags said
that the Philp Government paid the public
servants for three months without authority,
and the same thing could Be done now.

The PreMIER: We do not want to follow
their example.

Mr. MOORE : You can follow any example
when you want to, but when you don’t want
to follow it, it is time to make us shut up.
There is one thing the people in my district
want to know, eand that is: What is going
to happen to this butter in the cold stores,
and what is going to happen to the money?
They want to know whether the loss and
cost is going to be distributed amongst the
general taxpayers, or have the dairy farmers
to bear the whole loss. We do not think it is
a fair or a square thing that the producers
should suffer for the bungling of the depart-
ment. At the present time the farmers have
to borrow money, because their butter is in
cold storage, and they have got to go on
paying.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: It has all
been paid for.

Mr. MOORE: They have not been paid,
and they are waiting to know what they
are going to get. The sale of the butter
has been bungled, and the farmers are losing
money, and they do not see why they should.

To refer to another matter: There are
various rumours going about with regard to
the Warra coalmine, I came down in the
train the other night with two miners, and
thev told me that 1t was costing £8 per ton
to get the coal out of that mine.

The TrEASURER: Wholly incorrect.

Mr. MOORE: I told them I thought it
was, and I would give the Government an
opportunity to contradict it. Then, when
the (Gowrie mine was purchased, the men
were living in a number of cottages, and
paying rent, but they have been taken away.

The TressURER: Did these men know vou
were a Liberal?

Mr. MOORE: I do not know. I do not
inquire what a man’s politics are. I go
where the company is, and if they have
things to tell me I take it in.

[Mr. Roberts.
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Hon. J. A. Fruerry: How did they come
to tell you a tale like that?

Mr. MOORE': They are not all tales. In
regard to the Warra mine, the inspector of
mines is put on as manager. He bought the
whole of the houses from Gowrie coalmine
when it was closed down, and pulled them
down almost over the miners’ heads, and
took them away to Warra, and there thev
lie out in the wet and sun, and they are not
up yet, whilst the other men at Gowric have
had to go and buy cottages. They were
never given a chance to buy the ones they
had paid rent for for years. Then, a hall
was given by Colonel Xing, out of his
own pocket, to the miners for their own use,
but it also has been taken away to Warra.
Those men think that they should have some
consideration, because the timber is only
being wasted at the present time. I could
understand this treatment if they were
farmers, but they are miners, and there must
be some mistake for the present Government
to do such a thing as that. Then, the inspec-
tor of mines, who has to inspcct private
mines, is also manager of the State mine.
Is it right? Is it decent?

Mr. Guenson: Ife is not the manager.

Mr. MOORT: Everybody knows that the
conditions at Warra are disgraceful. They
would not be tolerated for a moment in a
private mine.

A GovernMexT MEMBER : The Minister for
Mines is not here.

Mr. MOORE: The Minister for Educa-
tion looks after things for the Minister for
Mines. He took care of the Pectroleum Bill,
and surely he can take care of the Warra
State Mine.

The SrECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTIONX :
It is all right.
Mr. MOORE: It is all right when you

are sitting on the front bench, but when
the miners are sitting out in the rain it is
not all right.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
What about the miners’ party?

Mr. MOORE: Yes; if they have not got
a party, I will take up their case every
time. There are several of them in my
district, and I take the opportunity to put
their side of the case; and if the Govern-
ment have a valid excuse for treating them
in this way, I hope they will give it.

There is one other thing I want to men-
tion—that is, about prickly-pear. The Go-
vernment have closed down the experimental
station. We all recognise there is a great
deal more work to be done, and yet, for
the sake of a paltry £3,000 or £4,000, they
have turned down a station which was doing
good work, and was going to do more good
work. What was the reason? Apparently,
there was no reason at all. A little economy
like that is no good. It is not going to build
a hotel or anything else. Apparently that
station was closed because it was established
by a Liberal Government. A certain
poison was found to affect the pear, and
everybody was watching the experiments
and looking for the results from it, but now
they have to go on in the same old way with
the pear growing and the land depreciating.

The Secrerary FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
Do you not know that the Commonwealth
have taken over these experiments?

Mr. MOORE: What is the use of the
Commonwealth taking them over? The pear
is here—it is a Queensland matter, not a
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Commonwealth matter. If the station is going
to de the slightest good, why should it not
be kept on? I suppose it is like what I
was told about the Minister who went up
to see the cochineal insects at Cairns, but
when he got there he said they were not
worth looking at because a Liberal Govern-
ment put them there. (Laughter.) I do not
know whether that is true.

The SECRETARY TOR AGRICULTURE: They
have no prickly-pear in Cairns. That is all
you know about it. And they have no
cochineal insects there.

Myr. MOORE: 1 was told by the direstor
of the institute, who ought to know somec-
thing about it.

The TREASURER: You have Cairns
Mundubbera mixed up.

Mr. MOORE: I know it was at Cairns, or
a few miles from it. It may have been
Charters Towers. (Government laughter.)
Prickly-pear is by no means a joke in
Queensiand; and if the station was likely
to produce any good, why should it not be
kept on?

Hon. J. A. FiueiLy: There is none at
Cairns, so you don’t know much about it.

Mr. MOORE: You do not know anything
about prickly-pear. You think it is nothing
but a joke; but if you had to stay and fight
it, as many people have, you would know
it is no joke. Many people cannot wallk out
of their houses because of it. At any rate,
something had been accomplished, and it
seems a pity to stop experimentation for the
eradication of the pest for the sake of saving
a few hundred or a few thousand pounds.

Question put and passed.

and

COMMITTEE.
{(Mr. Coyne, Warrego, in the chair.)

The TREASURER moved—

“That there be granted to His
Majesty, on account, for the service of
the year 1916-1917, a further sum not
exceeding £1,400, 000 towards defraying
the expenses of the various departments
and services of the State.”

For the information of hon. members he would
point out that the No. 1 Appropriation Bill
of the last financial year 1915-16 was for
two months’ supply. During that time they
asked for £650,000 from revenue, £100,000
from trust funds, and £300,000 from the loan
fund. To avoid the necessity of calling to-
gether the House early in July, one month’s
supply was asked for on account of the
financial year 1916-17. No. 4 Appropriation
Bill of 1915-16 included an amount from
revenue of £345,000, from trust funds £50,000,
and from the Ioan fund £150,000. As heavy
payments were not made until the end of
the month, the amounts asked for them and
granted by the House had enabled them to
carry on to the present date.

Hon. J. Tormie: How long dees this appro-
priation carry?

The TREASURER: The present Appro-
priation Bill would cover two months’ supply.

Hon. J. G. Apper: Does that include any-
thing outside the appropriation passed last
session ?

The TREASURER : It is supplemental to
that.

Hon. J. G. AppeL: Is the expenditure to be
on the same lines?

1916—r
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The TREASURER : Exactly on the same
lines. The only difference as compared with
the corresponding period of last year was
that in conncction with trust funds they were
asking for £50,000 more, in consequence of
payments to the contractors in connection
with the South Johnstone Sugar Mill.

Hon. J. G. ApPEL: The salaries are on the
same lines.

The TREASURER : Exactly the same.

Hon. J. TOLMIE asked if the sum in-
cluded any new expenditure that had not
been brought before the House. He did not
catch whether the Treasurer indicated the
amount of loan money at the disposal of the
Government this year, or the amount they
were going to expend.

The TREASURER : It was the intention
of the Government to set the pace in accord-
ance with the amount of loan money whic
they had definitely shown they would be able
to raise during the financial year. He would
give the following statement for the informa-
tion of hon. members:—

DIsPOSAL OF THE PUBLIC BALANCES, 3lsT JULY,
1916.

Dr. £ s d.
Bank of England 475,754 8 6
Q. N. Bank—
Extended
Deposit £149,334 8 1
Current
Account 1,022,160 15 5
_— 1,171,495 3 6
Treasury Notes Coin Account 28,660 0 0
Agent-General—
Current Account for De-
posit Bank of England .. 49,099 5 11
Australian Bank of Com-
merce Shares, ete. 6,120 0 0
English, Scottuh and Aus.
tralian Bank—P.D. Relief 1,365 0 0

£1,732,402 17 11

Cr.
Consolidated Revenue 169,947 7 2
Loan Account ... 828,492 4 3
Government Savings Bank | 3,714,285 17 4
Treasury Notes 28,560 0 O
Government = Savings Bank
Inscribed Stock 298,366 4 6
£5,039,650 13 3
Less Dr. Balances—
Trust
Funds £3,307,147 15 4
Treasury
Notes
Account 100

0
3,307,247 15 4
£1,732,402 17 11

Mr. BRIDGES (¥undah) asked the Trea-
surer if any of this money was to be applied
to State hotels.

The TREASURER said it was improbable
that any of this money would be required
for the erection of those hotels.

Hon. J. G. APPEL wished to have some-
thing more definite than the answer given
to the hon. member for Nundah. He thought
the Treasurer should give them a definite

Hon. J. G. Appel.]
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assurance that none of the money being now
asked for would be used for the State hotels
until the matter had been dealt with and
authorised by Parliament.

The TREASURER: He did not know that
he could give the assurance the hon, mem-
ber had asked for. It was improbable that,
during the time for which this Supply was
granted, any expenditure would be made on
the object he referred to. He might in-
form the hon. member, in respect to his
statement that money had been spent on
State sawmills without parliamentary appro-
val, that his statement was incorrect, as
provision for State sawmills was made on
last year's Estimates.

Mr. ROBERTS said that he was not satis-
fied with the statement of the Treasurer, and
moved, with the view of getting the opinion
of the House, that the vote be reduced by
£5. When the Sugar Bill was before the
House, it was resolved that there should be
no liquor sold in these areas. Hon. mem-
bers opposite said that these hotels were
houses of accommodation; but it appeared to
him that they were houses of luxury, as a
differentiation was made in the matter ot
accommodation. There were to be two dis-
tinct classes of tariff. Without authority
from the House, that was most unfair. Then,
again, there was a great body of people in
the country who had entered their protest
to the Acting Premier, in the absence of
the Premier, and he was going to give an
cpportunity to define the position of men
who talked about their temperance prin-
ciples. He personally was not very keen on
it; but he had heard these men advocat}ng
the abolition f the drink traffic, and saying
that liquor should not be sold to the work-
ing men, and yet they were going to estab-
lish an hotel right in their midst and derive
a profit from it. He was not a pledged
abstainer himself, but he believed it was in
the interests of the working men in the sugar
districts that there should be no liquor sold
there. He had here a reply by the Treasurer
to a body of men representative of all the
tamperance pecple in Queensland. The
Treasurer told them that it was impossible
to put down sly grog-sclling in that particu-
lar district, and for that reason they were
going to open an hotel. Did the Treasurer
think that the opening of the hotel in that
particular district would wipe out all the
sly grog-shops? He maintained that if there
was only one State hotel—even if it was
worked as he had heard that the refresh-
ment-rooms should be worked, but which,
unfortunately, they were not—these sly grog-
geries would still exist.

Honx. J. G. APPEL was inclined to sup-
port the amendment. When the House
passed the present Liquor Act, provision was
made under which it was possible for the
Executive to prohibit the sale of liquor on
railway lines under construction, and also in
the vicinity of sugar-mills,

The TreasvrerR: This action is not talken
under the Liquor Act.

How. J. G. APPEL: He was simply point-
ing out the policy which was then adopted
in connection with the sale of liquor in
certain localities., Now they had quite a
reversal of that policy by the present Ad-
ministration.

Mr. Sumita : Why should not sugar workers
have equal facilities with city workers?

[Hon. J. G. Appel.
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Hown. J. G. APPEL: These houses where
drink could be obtained were a curse to the
men engaged in the industry. There were
men who made a cheque of not less than £105

at these mills for the sugar

[9.30 p.m.] season, and they went away

without the swags they brought
often, the whole of the money having gone
in liquor. That was the policy of the
Liberal party, and the amendment would
enable the public of Queensland to judge
what was the policy of the present Adminis-
tration. It was a policy to establish State
hotels where drink could be obtained in places
where the late Administration and Parlia-
ment considered drink should be prohibited.

The SECRETARY FOR RarLways: I helped to
pass it.

Hon. J. G. APPEL: The Secretary for
Railways was always in support of that pro-
posal, but now he had reversed his opinion,
and he (Mr. Appel) wanted the public of
Queensland to realise that. That was the
reason he supported the amendment.

The TREASURER pointed out that, even
if the amendment were carried, it would
have no effect in reducing the amount spent
in the construction of the State hotels.

Mr. RoBerts: It will if we carry it.

The TREASURER: Certainly not. It
would only have the effect of perhaps knock-
ing £5 off the salary of some unfortunate
messenger. No portion of the money men-
tioned in the appropriation could be used for
the purpose of constructing State hotels.
If any expense was incurred in connection
with such hotels it would be met out of
unforcscen expenditure, and it must be
covered by a subsequent appropriation in
the Supplementary Iistimates. No portion
of this sum could be devoted to building
State hotels. ¥e pointed that out to show
how futile the amendment of the hon. mem-
ber was.

Mr. BRIDGES pointed out that when the
House passed the Sugar Works Bill, it was
intended that no intoxicant liquors should be
sold in sugar areas. Both sides of the House
agreed to that. What was the use of the
House passing legislation which could be
upset during the recess? He had read in the
daily papers that the Government had
decided to build a hotel costing something
like £18,000 in a district in which they had
decided there should be no intoxicating
drinks sold. The Treasurer said there was
no possibility of the matter being affected by
the passing of the amendment. as the money
for the construction of State hotels was not
included in the appropriation now before
the Committee. Ie supported the amend-
ment, as he knew that, 1f it were carried,
the hotels would not be built.

Mr. SWAYNE supported the amendment.
Speaking on behalf of the workers in the
sugar areas, he knew that it was far better
to have the liquor trade excluded from the
area around sugar-mills. In support of his
contention he quoted from the evidence of
Dr. Sylvester Clarke, who gave evidence
before the Sugar Commission in 1812. Dr.
Clarke was Government Medical Officer at
Port Douglas, and he said that amongst other
causes of illness and sickness in the sugar
districts alcoholic intemperance had been the
most potent cause of sickness amongst the field
workers in the district. That district was
close to Babinda and South Johnstone, where
it was proposed to erect a State hotel. Dr.
Clarke also said that when the men were
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lying at night in an intoxicated condition
they fell an easy prey to malaria and other
parasites. The Government were evidently
going to encourage that trade, and it was
most prejudicial to the men that the hotels
should be built.

Mr. ROBERTS pointed out that section 12
of the Sugar Works Act of 1912 laid it
down—

“The sale of intoxicating liquor in
a sugar-works area is hereby declared to
be unlawful. For the purposes of this
provision, all the provisions of the laws
in force for the time being relating to
the sale of intoxicating liquor by un-
licensed or unregistered persons shall be
applicable.”

Then it went on to point out that no licensed
victuallers’ license or winesellers’ license
should be granted or made or renewed in
respect of premises situated in a sugar-
works area. He informed the hon. member
for Maree that a deputation from d¢he
Independent Order of Rechabites, one of
the most successful friendly societies, waited
on the Treasurer asking that the hotel
should not be built.

Mr. BErTRAM : Do you know that the hotel
is being built to prevent sly grog-selling ?
er. ROBERTS: No. He did not know
that.

Question—That the amount of the appro-
priation be reduced by £5 (Mr. Roberts’s

amendment)—put; and the  Committeo
divided :—
AYES, 17.
Mr. Appel Mr. Moore
;s Armstrong . Morgan
,, Barnes ., Roberts
. Bell ., Stevens
,, Bridges ,, Stodart
,, Forsyth . Swayne
,» Grayson 5 Tolmie
,» Gunn ,» Yowles
,, Hodge
Tellers: Mr. Bridges and Mr. Roberts.
Nozs, 39.
Mr, Adamson Mr. Larcombe
,» Armfield ,» Lennon
,» Bertram ,, Lloyd
,, Carter ., MecLachlan
,, Collins ., MeMinn
,» Cooper 5, McPhail
,, Dunstan 5, O’Sullivan
,» Fihelly ,» Tayne
,» Foley .. Peterson
,» Free ,, Pollock
. Gilday .» Ryan, D.
,, Gillies ., Rwyan, H. J.
,» Gledson ,» Ryan, T. J.
,» Hardacre . Smith
,» Hartley, H. L. .. Stopford
,, Hartley, W, ,» Theodore
,, Huxham ,» Wellington
, Jones, T. L, ,, Wilson
,, Kirwan .. Winstanler
,, Land

Tellers: Mr. McLachlan and Mr. Pollock.

Paimrs.

Ayes—Lieut.-Colonel Rankin, Mr. Petrie, and

Mr. Bayley.

Noes—Mr.
Barbher.

Resolved in the negative.

Original question put and passed.

The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN
reported that the Committee had come to
a resolution.

The resolution was received and agreed to.

Hunter, Mr. A. J. Jones, and Mr.
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WAYS AND MEANS.

COMMITTEE.
The TREASURER moved—
“That, towards making good the

Supply granted to His Majesty, there be
granted a sum not exceeding £800,000
from the consolidated revenue fund,
exclusive of the moneys standing to the
credit of the loan fund account, £300,000
from the trust and special funds, and
£300,000 from the loan fund account.”

Question put and passed.

The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN
reported that the Committee had come to
certain resolutions.

The resolutions were received and agreed
to.

APPROPRIATION BILL No. 1.
FIrsT AND SECOND READINGS.
The TREASURER presented a Bill

founded on the resolutions, and it was read
a first and second time.

COMMITTEE.
On clause 1—* Appropriation”—

Mr. FORSYTH: At the end of last year
the Government had £350,000 in gold. He
asked the Treasurer if they still held that
amount in gold.

The TREASURER explained that it was
necessary, at a certain period last year, to
make a payment of :£60,000 full weight in
gold, and that the gold accumulation had
otherwise been depleted to some extent.

Clause put and passed.
The remaining clauses of the Bill and the

preamble were put and passed without
discussion or amendment.
The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN

reported the Bill without amendment, and
the report was agreed to.

THIRD READING.
On the motion of the TREASURER, the

Bill was read a third time, passed, and
ordered to be transmitted to the Legislative
Council for their concurrence by message in
the usual form.

ORDER OF BUSINESS.

The PREMIER, in moving—

‘ That, unless otherwise ordered, the
House will meet for the despatch of busi-
ness at 3 o’clock p.m. on Tuesday,
Wednesday, Thursday, and Fridey 1n
each week, and that on Tuesday, Wednes-
day, and Friday, and after 7 o’clock
p.m. on Thursday, Government business
do take precedence of all other business,”

said: I may say that I hope it will not be
necessary to keep private members’ day,
Thursday, for very long.

Hox. J. TOLMIE: I called “ Not formal”
to this motion, not because I have any objec-
tion to sitting four days a week, or—if it
comes to that—five days a week. The reason
why we are sitting on four days a week this
year straight off is, no doubt, due to the
fact that Parliament has been called to-
gether at such a late period of the year and

Hon. J. Tolmie.]
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the Government appear to have a consider-
able amount of business to get through. I
would point out, in regard to sitting on
¥riday this week that it would be very
inconvenient for qulte a number of members
on this side of the House. Some members
have come a considerable distance and made
all their arrangements for returning to their
homes on Euday, as they ‘have been
accustomed to, being quite unaware that this
alteration was to take place. Further than
fhat I would like to point out that this
week is being devoted very largely to the
purpose of rasing funds for our soldiers, and
quite a number of members have made
engagements in connection with that work,
and if they are to carry them out they will
take them away from this House. I may say
that T myself have an engagement at Green-
mount on Saturday morning. I cannot be
present in this Chamber on Friday evening
and fulfil my engagement, and I will have to
forego that’ engagement. I would regret
having to do it, and I think—taking all the
circumstances into consideration the Pre-
mier might see his way to agrece that on
Friday of this week we do not sit. I would
like him to take that matter into considera-
tion. I do not wish to divide the House on
the question, nor do I wish to take up the
time of the House in discussing this motion.
It would suit our convenience very much if
we did not sit on this Friday, as we have
already made engagements in connection
with other public matters.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: 1 would like to urge
the Premier in the same direction. Members
of the Country party, with one exception,
have their homes in their districts, and
they have made no provision to be away on

Friday, and, of course, the
[10 p.m.] reasons given by the leader of
the Opposition likewise apply
to them. I have no objection, if necessary,
to sitting every day of the week, oxcept
Sunday—I want that day to myaelf f
course, it is unfortunate that this has to be
done. It arises from the matter that we
have already discussed—the calling of Par-
liament together late, but I would urge the
Premier not to sit on this Friday.

The PREMIER: I have listened with
some interest to the remarks that have been
made by the leader of the Opposition and
the hon. member for Albert, and I might
explain that the motion which I have moved
is intended to cover the whole of the
session—at all events, for some considerable
time. We may have to increase the number
of sitting days later on, but if a consider-
able number of members have made engage-
ments_this week, particularly in view of
the circumstances that it is alleged that
they have made them in connection with
the day set apart for patriotic purposes, I
think, under those circumstances, the request
may be acceded to.

HoNoURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear!
Question put and passed.

APPROPRIATION BILL No. 1.
ReTURNED FROM COUNCIL.

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of
a message from the Legislative Council,
returning this Bill without amendment.

The House adjourned at twelve minutes
past 10 @’clock.

[Hon. J. Tolmaze.





