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LEGISLATIVE ASSElVIBL Y. 

TUESDAY, 21 DECEMBER, 1915. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. W. McCormack, Cairns) 
took the chair at half-past 3 o'clock. 

QUESTIONS. 

LAND SELECTION CASE AT ROMA. 

Mr. SWAYNE (21£irani), on behalf of Mr. 
Bebbington, asked the Secretary for Public 
Lands-

" 1. Has his attention been called to 
the Press report of the land selection 
case at Roma? 

" 2. Is he a ware that this case will 
shake the confidence of the public in 
land officials at future balloting? 

" 3. What course does he intend to 
take to put the future balloting out of 
the hands of any land official and make 
tampering with the ballot impossibl-e? " 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. J. M. Hunter, Maranoa) replied­

" 1. Yes. 
"2. No. 
" 3. Direction was given some time 

back for the preparation of a system 
less cumbersome and incapable of being 
tampered with. A method has been 
approved, and will shortly be substituted 
for the present system." 

UsE OF STEA;IISHII' "LuCINDA." 

Mr. SW A YNE asked the Chief Secretary-
" ·was the State-owned steamship 

'Lucinda' lent to the Workers' Political 
Organisation for a trip on the river on 
Saturday last? If so, will she be avail­
able for the use of other political 
organisations on the same terms? " 

The PREMIER (Hon. T. J. Ryan, Barcoo) 
replied-· 

"Yes. It was lent to a number of 
representatives of ·workers' Political 
Organisations. There will be no dis­
crimination in the granting of the use 
of the 'Lucinda.' " 

PROFITS FROM GOVERNMENT SALE OF FARM 
PRODUCE. 

Mr. SWAYNE asked the Chief· Seere­
te.ry-

" Will he inform the House, before it 
goes into recess, the intentions of the 
Government as to the distribution of 
the profits arising out of the sale by 
them of farm produce? " 

'l'he PREMIER replied-
,, I desire the hon. m!lmber to specify 

the particulars of the farm produce to 
which he refers." 

KILLABLE CATTLE AVAILABLE IN QUEENSLAND. 

Mr. SWAYNE asked the Secretary for 
Public Lands-

" 1. If he will, before Parliament goes 
into recess, lay on the table of the House 
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the returns showing the number of kill­
able cattle in the State, seeing that in 
September last he promised to consider 
the question of doing so? 

" 2. If not, his reason for declining ? " 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
replied-

" 1. Reports received only furnished 
the general outline of the condition of 
stocks in the various districts, but did 
not attempt to supply the number of kill­
able cattle. 

"2. See No. 1." 

NUMBERS RECEIVING RELIEF IN BRISBANE. 

HoN J. TOLMIE (Toowoomba) asked the 
Home Secretary-

" 1. Is it a fact that the number of 
families who received relief in the metro­
polis, during the first two weeks of 
December, 1914, was 154, representing 
770 souls? 

" 2. Is it a fact that the number of 
families who received relief in the metro­
polis, ciuring the first two weeks of 
December, 1915, was 927, representing 
4, 635 souls ? 

" 3. What means are to be taken by 
the Government to establish public confi­
dence, in order to find employment for 
the large numbers of breadwinners now 
out of work? " 

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. D 
Bowman, Fortitude Valley) replied­

" 1. Yes. 
"2. Yes. 
" 3. Public confidence in the Govern­

ment to handle the question of unemploy· 
ment will be confirmed when the results 
of its taxation proposals and other legis­
lation passed this session take definite 
shape." 

QUANTITY OF BUTTER EXPORTED. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE asked the Secretary for 
Agriculture and Stock-

" 1. Were the number of boxes of 
butter exported-

For week ended 5th December, 
1914 ... .. . ... ... 459 

For week ended 12th December, 
1914 . . . . . . . . . . .. 12,706 

Total ... 13,1'75 
. "2. vYere the number of boxes of 
butter exported-

For week ended 4th December, 
1915 Nil. 

For week ended 11th Decem· 
ber, 1915 742 

T~d 7G 
"3. What means are to be adopted to 

resuscitate this industry? " 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. W. Lennon, Herbert) replied-

" 1 and 2. Yes; the figures were sup­
plied by the department. 

" 3. The Government, as it has already 
done, will continue to do everything 
possible to benefit the industry." 

GOVERNMENT WHEAT TRANSACTIONS. 
HoN. J. TOLMIE : I desire to ask thEl' 

Chief Secretary the following questions, 
without notice:-

" 1. \Vas not the Argentine wheat pur­
chased through the Agent-General? 

" 2. Did not the Agent-General in his 
cable quote 62~-lb. wheat? 

"3. Did not Mr. Denham accept and 
purchase 62~-lb. wheat? 

" 4. Was not 62~ lb. the highest grade 
wheat of the season? 

" 5. Was not the first shipment pur· 
chased to leave middle of May, and 
second shipment middle of June? 

" 6. Will the Chief Secretary put on 
the table of the House the contract? 

" 7. Has the Agent-General explained 
failure to carry out the contract? 

" 8. Has any claim been made by the 
Agent-General? 

" 9. Has any allowance been made by 
shippers?" 

The PREMIER replied as follows :­
" 1. Yes. 
"2. Yes. 
"3. No. 
" 4. Information not available. 
"' 5. No. 
" 6. Yes. It will be found on page 8~ 

of the report of the Wheat Commission 
already tabled in this House, a copy of 
which I now table. 

" 7. Contract was carried out. 
" 8 -and 9. The Agent-General has 

obtained the allowance from the shippers 
in accordance with the provisions of the 
contract.'' 

QUEENSLAND RAILWAYS INQUIRY. 
REPORT BY MR. R. McC. ANDERSON. 

The PREMIER laid on the table of the 
House a report by Mr. Robert McC. Ander­
son in reference to the Queensland Railways, 
and moved that the paper be printed. 

Question put and passed. 

SUPPLY. 

RESU~IPTION OF COMMITTEE. 
(Mr. Coyne, Warrego, in the chair.) 

CHIEF SECRETARY'S DEPARTMENT. 
MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES. 

Question stated-" That £57,334 be granted 
for ' Miscellaneous Services.' " 

Mr. BARNES (Warwick): The fixing of 
the prices of all commodities, particularly 
that of butter, by the Government had 
resulted in a great failure. It would have 
been up to the Minister to acknowledge that 
failure all along the line had attended the 
efforts of the department to fix the price 
of butter. It may have been to the advan­
tage of some people to fix it, but it resulted 
in loss and serious disadvantage to the 
primary producer. Nothing that the Minister 
had said on the previous night was going to 
allay the great unrest ruling throughout 
the country districts of Queensland where 
dairying was in vogue. 

Mr. S~!ITH: Are you in a sceptical vein 
this afternoon ? 



Supply. [21 DECEMBER.] Supply. 3179 

:Mr. BARNES : He was giving solid facts. 
He was sceptical as regards the Government, 
or, indeed, any Government, to control or 
fix prices to the ultimate and permanent 
well-being of any community. He would 
ende<avour to prove the Government had 
signally failed in fixing the price of butter. 

Mr. GLEDSON: What about wheat? 

Mr. BARNES: He wou\.d take butter 
first, wheat second, and probably meat third. 
A dP•erving portion of the community were 
to-day suffering, and one of our best indus­
tries would suffer almost beyond repair, as 
a result of the action of the Government in 
dealing with the butter supplies. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : As a 
result of the absence of rain. 

Mr. BARNES: If the debate on the ques­
tion had done nothing else, it enablPd them 
to get back to the right spot. Prior to the 
elections they were told that the cause of 
the high prices of commoditieR-butter in 
particular-was due to the bad administra­
tion of th,, Denham Government. No one 
claimed that the present Government were 
responsible for the shortage of butter. But 
they had an admission now-which the 
Liberal party contended during the elections 
-that the shortage of butter was due to 
drought conditions, and nothing else; but 
during the election it suited hon. members 
oppositco to say that the Government of the 
day were entirely responsible for the condi­
tion and for the high price of butter. They 
knew that butter and other commodities were 
ruling at an extreme rate throughout the 
world to-day. It was unfortunate that the 
high price all over the world should be 
coincident with the most unfortunate drought 
they had ever experienced in Australia. 

Mr. H. L. HARTLEY: How was it that you 
exported 20,000 boxes of butter in F ebruarv 
last? • 

Mr. BARNES: It was true that butter 
was exported in the e:nly part of last year, 
but they found history now repeating itself. 
They knew that during January, February. 
and March of this year no less than 111,500 
boxes of butter were exported. 

Mr. H. L. HARTf"EY: You said there was a 
drought then. 

Mr. BARNES: Not at that time--not up 
till March. History was now repeating it­
self. If it was a mistake for the Denham 
Government not to anticipate conditions, 
how was it that the present Government, 
with the experience of the Denham Govern­
ment to guide them, and with conditions 
still remaining in a bad way, exported 6,329 
boxes of butter, when there were more places 
in Queensland that would be without butter 
than at any time in the experience of the 
previous Government? The late Govern­
ment were charged with not anticipating 
things, and yet this Government were follow­
ing what they considered the bad example 
of the Denham Government by allowing the 
butter to be exported to the extent of 6,329 
boxes just on the eve of big requirements in 
Queensland. 

Mr. H. L. HARTLEY: You exported to Vic­
toria. 

Mr. BARNES: Some was exported to 
Victm·ia. Why should they be selfish about 
the matter? They talked about one destiny 
an~ one people in Australia, and yet they 
obJected to share their butter with Victoria. 

On the other hand, the other States objected 
to share their cha.ff and other products with 
Queensland. Until remonstrated with suc­
cessfully by hon. members opposite, they 
declined to allow their products to come into 
Queensland. 'rhe thing was too ridiculous. 
If they had the commodity in Queensland to 
share with the neighbouring Stat~3, then the 
Queensland people should say what price 
they should get for the article. The hon. 
member for Fitzroy also complained on the 
one hand that thev said the farmers were 
not getting enough' for their butter, and on 
the other hand they said it was too dear; but 

. the hon. mcmbe1· failed to distinguish be-
tween the conditions. During the election 
certain members opposite went to the countrv 
blaming a given set of circumstances, and 
said that, in consequence of the Denham 
Administration, things were too high, while 
the Opposition had claimed all through that 
it was not that condition at all, but that the 
high price of butter and other commodities 
was due entirely to drought. 

Mr. A. J. JONES: How is it that the butter 
factories made such large profits? 

Mr. BARNES : The butter factories main­
tained their profits largely owing to the· 
constant upward movement of the article .. 
It was always 'found that when things were· 
on the up grade money was easily made, 
but when things were on the down grade it. 
was extremely easy to lose money. He 
wanted to deal with the special shipment of 
butter made by the Queensland Govern­
ment, and he wanted to know what right 
had they to take that butter. He wanted to· 
know what circumstances justified their 
action in seizing that butter and exporting 
it when it could have been exported to very 
much better advantage, and when it could 
have been sold to better advantage? At the 
time that special parcel of butter was seized 
by the Government and exported, they 
arranged to pay for the butter 140s. for first 
grade; 133s. for second grade; and 126s. per· 
cwt. for third grade, or an average of 137s. 
per cwt. At the date of the shipment that 
butter could have been sold in Brisbane for 
from 150s. to J.55s. per cwt. It was all ve"y 
well for the Minister to make the statement 
that the farmers ·had been dealt with ten times 
more liberally than they should have been dealt 
with; it was all very well t.o say that thev 
had received the highest advance ever made 
in connection with the export of butter, and 
that they would receive the balance that 
might be forthcoming on receipt of the re­
turns. Did they ever hear of anything so· 
extremely absurd? That was not what the 
farmer wanted to know. The farmer knew 
that he was likely to be faced, in connection 
with that shipment, with a loss of £2,500. 
The Government probably anticipated that 
when the butter reached the other end of 
the world, it would command a high figure, 
but they were not experienced and they 
were tampering with a thing they did not 
understand. To-day they found that the­
value of butter had dropped. The latest 
cable was as follows-

" Butter market weak ; Australian 
saltBd, 150s. to 154s. ; unsalted, 152s. to 
156s." 

It was, therefore, evident that the price 
obtainable for that butter, if it was sold in 
London now, would result in a loss approxi­
mating £2,500. The farmer wanted to know 
whether that loss was going to be made up­
to him. 

Mr. Barnes.] 
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The SECRETARY FOR Pc;BLIC INSTRUCTION : 
How do you know that there is any loss at 
all? 

Mr. BARNES: When that butter was 
seized at an average of 137s. per cwt. and 
exported, it was worth from 150s. to 155s. 
per cw~. It would cost 14s. per cwt. at 
least, With all charges, to take it to London 
and the loss represented the difference be: 
tween 137s. per cwt. and 155s. per cwt. 
Would the Government take into early con· 
ili?eration the fact that they had muddled 
with that butter, and that they were dealing 
with a com~odity. that they we~e not cap· 
.able of dealmg With to the satisfaction of 
the people, and that as a result there was 
~hat big loss? The farmer wanted to know 
If, as a result of interfering with their work 
the Government were going to make up that 
loss. 

The PREMIER : What about the loss through 
selling his wheat too cheaply? 

Mr. BARNES: The farmer in Queensland 
received an average of 1s. per bushel more 
for his wheat than his fellow-farmer re­
·Ceived in New South Wales. How did the 
Government account for that condition? 
And in a4diti.on to that, they were not in­
terfered with m Queensland. Further, bread 
was no clearer in Queensland for the twelve 
months following the war than it was in :'\Jew 
South Wales, where wheat had been pur­
ch<lsed at 5s. per bushel. Those were indis­
put<lble facts. 

Th!' TREASURER : Bread was only 4d. per 
loaf m Sydney for a long time. 

Mr. BAR~ES: The .average ruling price 
for the penod for whwh the Government 
~ade inquiries in all the States was prac­
tiCally 4d. In Victoria it was 3~d. for the 
.2-lb. loaf; Western Australia came out at 
4£d. ; Queensland was no clearer ; and the 
average for the whole year was 4d or the 

.same as in New South Wales. Under ~ Labour 
Government in New South Wales with the 
~xing of price of wheat at 5s., bread was 
JUSt a~ dear ~s it was _in Queensland where 
the miller pa1~ an eqmvalent of £2 10s. per 
ton more for lhs wheat than they did in New 
South Wales. Se:> that not only was the dis­
adv":ntage seen :n the muddling with butter, 
but It was seen m the muddling with wheat. 
L~o~ at the extraordinary conditions ob­
tammg to-day. Last year in a time of 
~carcity wheat was fixed at 5s. per bushel 
m New South Wales, and now in a time 
of plenty, so far as the other States were 
concerned, wheat had been fixed at London 
parity, and no one could object to that. 
That \%as the true principle on which to 
Work. 

The PREMIE_R: That .is no~ the principle 
you work on m connectiOn w1th butter. 

Mr. B~RNES: The hon. gentleman was 
not a busmess man or he would see the dif­
ference. The interjection showed that the 
hon. gentleman did not understand the situ­
ation. When they had a surplus they worked 
upon ar; exportable basis, and when they 
had to Import they must work on the im­
port basis. The ~alue of wheat this year 
was t~e London. pnce,_ less the charges which 
were mcurre~ m takmg it there. The mo­
ment production fell below their requirements 
then the values were regulated from outside 
an? the moment production exceeded re: 
qmrements the values were regulated bv ex­
port values. The price of wheat this 'year 
was regulated by London parity, and it 

[Mr. Earner; 

should have been regulated last year by the 
value of wheat from whatever source they 
could procure it, plus the charges in bring­
ing it here, and that was what the farmer 
was entitled to. 

The PREMIER: He did not get that. 

Mr. BARNES: The country and the 
farmers would have done very much better if 
there had been no interference. To revert 
once more to the butter industry; the fearful 
shrinkage in connection with the dairying 
industry was seen in the fact that Queensland 
was not so fully represented at the Isling­
ton Dairy Show this year. This year the 
dairy show was held on 19th to 23rd Octobe-r, 
and Australia was r,eprescnted in the Colonial 
butter classes by thirty-one exhibits. Of 
these Queensland accounted for seventeen, 
New South Wales eight, Victoria five, South 
Australia one. In 1913 Australia sent ex­
hibits from seventy factories, and in 1912 
from fifty-nine factories. The shrinkage in 
representation this "Vear may be accounted 
for in a great measure by the extremely un­
favourable conditions which were prevailing 
in the winter. Victoria was in the throes 
of the severest drought in her history, and 
New South Wales was suffering considerably. 
He had, mentioned that the condition of 
unrest on the Downs in connection with the 

attitude of the Government in 
[4 p.m.] fixing the price of butter was 

more pronounced to-day than it 
had been during the months which followed 
the fixation of the price by the Government. 
He had there a very exhaustive article 
written for the "Examiner and Times," 
dealing with the position very carefully, and 
it would be well for the Chief Secretary to 
read it through. 

The bell indicated that the hon. member's 
time ha-d expired. 

Mr. SWAYNE: He did not think that any­
thing better illustrated the impracticability 
of the Labour platform on one of its most 
important points-fixation of prices-than 
their recent attempts in that direction. 
First of all, it had been shown that 
it was only a cloak for the exploitation 
of the producer, and further that it would 
not remain at that. Carrie·d out, it m£ant 
a shortage of supplies for the general corn .. 
munity. At the time the Government inter­
fered with the price of butter, he thought 
that the price locally was 232s. per cwt., and 
they ,arbitrarily brought it down to 196s., 
thereby depriving the prc,ducer of something 
like 36s. per cwt. 0f his wages. Wh<J.t an 
uproar the"e would havE' been if, through 
State interference, the members of, say, the 
Waterside Workers' Union were prevented 
from earning the fairly large sums which 
they did earn from time to time ! It had 
been forced home on them that no matter 
what was done, no matter how it was done, 
the fixation of prices was always a means of 
pandering to the large organised vote of the 
towns at the expense of the man who went 
out and made the wealth of the community. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! I must ask 
hon. members to maintain perfect silence. 
It is really impossible for the reporters to 
h<:'ar the hon. member who is a·ddressing the 
Chair. Almost every couple in the Chamber 
see1n to bo engaged in a conversation in a 
loud tone of voice, and it is impossible for 
the hon. member to <Ml.dress the Chair 
properly. 

HONOURABLE ME:>!BERS: Hear, hear ! . 
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Mr. SW AYNE: The member who had 
just resumed his seat had dealt with the 
question of wheat very fully and very ably. 
1n regard t,o that matter in ~ew South 
Wales, he had there an extract from the 
"Sunday Times," the gist of which was as 
follm" :-

" It is generally recognised that war 
conditions had nothing to do with our 
shortage in wheat. Caused solely by the 
drought. That the fiifng of the prioo of 
old wheat in September at 4s. 2d., or 5d. 
per bushel under its then market value 
based on London parity, was done for one 
reasgn only-to save the State bakery." 

No matter in what State similar action was 
taken ao wati taken by the Queensland Go· 
vernment, it would lead, not only to the 
detriment of the producers, who were sacri­
ficed, but also eventually to the ·detriment 
of those for whom they were sacrificed-that 
was, the consumers-for it led not only to 
shorter production, but also to higher pnces, 
as was seen at the present time. It had 
always been pointed out that the State, from 
the very groundwork of democratic govern­
ment, was unable to de-al with such subjects 
as that, that it was far better to leave it in 
the hands of private individuals, and the 
community woul·d gain in the long run. The 
people of Queensland had for some time 
been compelled to pay an extravagant price 
for an inferior article, because of the mis­
management of the hon. members opposite. 
They were not content to rely on the arrange­
ments that had been made by their prede­
cessors te refieve the shortage of wheat, but 
needs must dip in themselves. They over­
bought, and one of the results was the pro­
clamation of 25th October, limiting the price 
of flour made from good local wheat to ±:12 
per ton. At the same time, an inferior 
article was selling at £17 or £19. he thought, 
so that through the mismanagement of the 
Government an inferior article was forced 
on the consumers at an advance of £7 on 
the price of the local ·article, which was 
infinitely better. Five days later, on the 30th 
of the month, the price of local flour was 
forced down to £9 per ton, in order to get 
rid of the inferior imported article, so that 
their producers were cmnpelled to sell their 
·article at £9 a ton, while the foreign article, 
produced by cheajl labour, was being sold at 
£19. 'l'hat was an instance of what hap­
pene-d when the Governml'nt took a hand in 
such transactions. It had always been urged 
that nothing but disaster would attend the 
State interference with prices. And what 
had happened amply justified that predic­
tion. The very first time it had been tried 
in Australia things were infinitely worse tlian 
they wou].d have been in the ordinary course. 
of business. To try to fix prices arbitrarily, 
in the hope that consumers would benefit, 
was a very, very old method, had been tried 
and failed both in ancient and in medieval 
times, but it had always ended to the dis­
advantage of the persons it was designed to 
benefit. Arthur Twining Hadley, president 
of Yale University, in his book on 
"Sta,ndards of Public Morality," pointed 
out when dealing with the subject-

" It is the fundamental principle of 
Marx's book on capital, the economic 
bible of the socialist, but the attempt 
to carry this theory out in practice, to 
make it a workable standard for the 
conduct of trade instead of a somewhat 
vague economic ideal, have been at­
tended with much difficulty. 

" To begin with, while it makes pro­
vrs!On against extortionate profits by 
the trader on some articles, it does not. 
say how he is to be protected against 
losses on others." 

Then it >vent on to say-
" But there is a deeper practical dif­
ficulty than this. The attempt to pro­
hibit a trader from selling an .article 
for more than it cost may become dis­
advantageous to society as a whole." 

That was what he was chiefly conoorned 
about-the effect on the general community. 

"T"1ke a concrete case, which was fre­
quently occurring in medieval commu­
nities. There is a scarcity of wheat, 
and a deficiency in the bread supply. 
Those who have the wheat or the bread 
to sell are anxious to put the price up. 
Thev are not allowed to do it. The 
church threatens them with everlasting 
penalties in the next world; and, more 
immediate if not more important, the 
magistrates threaten to cut off their 
ears in this. Of course, the price stays 
where it was. No man is going to 
imperil his soul's salvation and his ears 
at the same time. The consequence is 
that as long as the supply lasts, the 
consumption of bread goes on at the 
same rate as before. Then there is a 
sudden and appalling famine, in which 
whole villages are desolated." 

.\gain, it said, in regard to what happened 
in the United States-

" There are many men still engaged 
in business who can remember the days 
in 1864, when Congress undertook to 
prevent speculators from putting up the 
price of gold, with the result that the 
price of gold in two weeks went up to 
a height hitherto undrf'amed of, and 
that as much harm was inflicted on the 
Union cause as would have resulted from 
the loss of half a dozen pitched battles. 
For high prices and abnormal profits 
in a particular line are not a cause of 
scarcity. They are a symptom of scar­
city, and the man who .attempts to 
treat the disease by repressing the symp­
tom manifests but little knowledge of 
the organisation with which he is deal­
ing." 

That pretty well represented the position. 
It repre3ented the working of the theory 
when it had been tried before, and for a 
climax could you get anything more con­
vincing than the fact that in Rockhamp­
ton, Gladstone, and two or three other 
towns in the Central district, through State 
interference, the bakers were on strike, and 
the people could not get bread? 

Mr. FORSYTH (Murrumba): The Hon. 
the Secretary for Agriculture had told the 
House how the Government had collared 
about 6,000 boxes of butter 'and had paid 
137s. a cwt.-the biggest price that had 
ever been advanced for butter in Queens­
land, and he expatiat.Pd on what a splendid 
thing it was going to be for the butter 
manufacturer and the producer. 

Mr. D. RYAN: Can you prove it other­
wise? 

Mr. FORSYTH: He would do so before 
he sat down. One of the directors of a com­
pany which sent away some of this butter 

JJfr. Forsyth.] 



.3182 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] St;pply. 

assured him that, ten or twelve days beforEJ 
the Government shipped that butter, he re· 
·ceived cables from London, and could have 
sold the butte·r at from 150s. to 155s. per 
cwt. He asked permission to send the 
butter away, but the Government told him 
to wait and see what was done. Ultimately, 
the offer was withdrawn, and the butter 
had to be got elsewhere. The Government 
seized the butter, and advanced 137s. per 
cwt. on it, as stated by the Minister for 
Agriculture la>t night, and in the event of a 
profit being made it was to be handed back 
to the butter factories to give to the pro­
ducer, and in tJ.,e event of a loss the Go­
vernment were going to stand it. What 
right had the Government to interfere at 
all in connection with a matter of that sort~ 
What right had they to offer 137s. when 
the people could have got from 150s. to 
155s. ? 'rhe hon. member for Warwick had 
told what the price of butter was in London 
to-day, and they could not realise what 
could have been got here. The butter 
people wanted the butter to be s:oJd here, 
as they were offered a magnificent price, 
but they were not allowed to take it. Did 
the P1··emier call that good business? The 
butter would have gone out of the State, and 
was not going to interfere in the slightest 
degree with the people here. It was already 
shipped. 

The SErRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION: 
It would assist the local price. 

l\Ir. FORSYTH : They had fixed the 
price her·e, and it did not matter what the 
price was in London. \Vhat was the good 
of saying it was 120s. here. if from 150s. to 
155s. could have been got for it. 

~lr. D. RYAN: Don't vou think that the 
State has the first claim on their own 
produce? 

J\Ir. FORSYTH : It was not their own 
produce ; it belonged to the butter factories. 

Mr. D. RYA:-!: Are they outside State laws? 
Mr. FORSYTH : The quotations to-day 

showed that the priue had gone down in 
London, and would not realise the price 
expected. 

The PRE}IIER : You misunderstand the 
position. 

Mr. FORSYTH : He did not misunder­
stand the position, and the hon. gentleman 
was talking nonsense when he sa>d so. Not 
a single member of the Government could 
show any reason why they did this. He 
might mention another case. There was some 
butter going to Melbournn, and ~he Kingston 
butter factory applied ior a permit, and 
were toJ.d it was all right. They sold the 
butter at 225s. When they came to ship 
it on the Saturday the Government would 
not allow them to ship it, and said they 
could sell the butter. He understood the 
agent was going to get 2 per cent. on the 
sale of the butter at 220s., which was Ss. 
less than the Kingston people had sold it 
at. They said to the Government, " What 
is the good of your selling it at 220s. and 
paying 2 per cent., when you could sell it 

· t,) the same people we soJ.d it to at 225s.," 
and after a good deal of persuasion the 
Government allowed the butter to go to the 
people that the company had sold it to. 
But when the Government came to square 
up with the Kingston butter factory, they 
raid them £192 for the butter. and stuck to 
the £33 per ton. They said they were the 
friends of the farmer, but they had never paid 

[J!1'. Forsyth. 

one penny piece of the extra price which they 
got for the butter which they collared. Those 
were facts which no one· could deny. The 
Government had bungled the thing from 
beginning to end in connection with wheat 
and butter, and more especially butter. 

Mr. D. RYAN: What wouJ.d have occurred 
if the Government had not interfered? 

i\1:r. FORSYTH : The butter would have 
gone to London, and they would have got 
155s. per cwt., and the butter factories would 
have had the cash. The Government had 
no right to take the butter at 137s., m'!re 
especially as they could get a better pnse 
in London on the spot, f.o.b. and cash. No 
business man in Brisbane would. have done 
a thi'no- like the Government drd when he 
could I~ a ve got such a sp~endid pr_ic~ for the 
butter. They had no rrght to ll1JUre any 
section of the community, and the Gove_rn­
ment c::mld not th:nk that they were domg 
anv good because they were off·ering so 
much less' than the people could have got. 
How could they tell that the price would 
not go up? The hon. member for Warwick 
had read a cable stating that the price of 
butter in London had dropped, and the con­
sequence was that there· might be a big loss 
on the butter wh,;n it reached London. 

Mr. D. RYAN: The hon. member for Rose­
>yoo-d contradicts that. 

The PREMIER : ·If the Government had not 
interfered would this butter have brought 
mor.e in London ? 

Mr. FORSYTH: He had already stated 
that the butter would have fetched from 
£150 to £155 f.o.b. Brisbane. 

The PREMIER: Where 'is the proof of that? 

Mr. FORSYTH: In the cable. Whether 
the butter rose or fell that would be the 
price they would get. 

The PREMIER: They would have t'aken 
the risk. 

Mr. FORSYTH: There was no risk at 
all. This money was payable in Brisbane 
f.o.b. on presentation of bills of lading. 

The PRE:l!IER: Would not the butter 
eventually be sold in London in any event? 

Mr. FORSYTH: It would be sold in 
London in any event, but how did they 
know whether the price would rise or fall? 

The PREMIER : Who would suffer? 

Mr. FORSYTH : In the event of that 
butter being sold at a loss, the Government 
had got to lose. If it sold at less than 
137s. they would have lost the difference, 
but that was not so. The butter factories 
could have got so much more than the 
Government gave them. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
And you limited the price to the Queensland 
consumer. 

Mr. FORSYTH: This had nothing to 
do with the local consumption; it was an 
export article. The Government did some­
thing they had no right to do, and those 
who were going to suffer were the farmers 
of Queensland. What was the Government 
going to do with the £33 a ton which they 
collared? What right had they to hold 
that money? Why did they not pay it 
to tlie butter factories to hand back to 
the producers ? Would the hon. gentleman 
say that that was an honest .deal? Was it 
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oa fair deal for the Government to rob the 
butter farmer, who was starving? He 
called it a most abominable and disgraceful 
deal. He was surprised at any Govern­
ment interfering with such things. The 
more they touched these things, the worse 
they got. The Government got an example 
of how the people looked at the matter in 
the result of the Wide Bay election. It 
was the people on the land who did that, 
and they would do it at many other elections. 

The PREMIER : Our supporters were a way 
. at the front. 

Mr. FORSYTH : He wanted to rder to one 
·Or two other matters in connection with 
this vote. One was in connection with the 
advertising of the State, which they had 
already discussed on another item. There 
was £4,000 to be spent on advertising the 
State. He hoped the Chief Secretary would 
try and •ave as much as he could on this 
item. 

The bell indicated that portion of the 
hon. member's time had expired. 

Mr. FORSYTH : He would take a little 
more time. The hon. gentleman did not 
know how things were going to be at the 
-end of June next, and he should do his 
level best to save every shilling he could. 
He thought he could save that £4,000, and 
he sincerely hoped that the hon. gentleman 
would do so. Then, there was an item for 
the cost of free railage of gifts for patriotic 
funds and railwav f>tres of members of 
Expeditionary Forces. He did not profess 
to know how much money would be spent 
for that, but there was no doubt that 
there would be a lot of men going by train 
to Sydney. A very large quantity of goods 
came from all over Queensland as gifts 
for the Patriotic Fund, and the Government 
did not charge any freight on those goods. 
The money spent last year was £4,600, and 
now they had £10,000 for that purpose. 
Did the hon. gentleman think he would 
spend £10,000 this year, seeing that he 
only spent £4,600 last year? There was 
very little stuff coming in now. He knew a 
little about this matter, because he happened 
to be on the committee, and he knew that 
the Queensland people were most generous 
in sending all sorts of gifts. The freight on 
that would come to a good rleal. 

The PREMIER: Are you suggesting that the 
Government should not defray the cost? 

Mr. FORSY'I'H: No, he was not. He was 
saying that the Government would not have 
the same amount of goods this year as they 

had last year. Anyone could see 
[4.30 p.m.] that at a glance. The ·large 

amount of goods that came from 
all over Queensland last year was not likely 
to occur again this year, and he was asking 
if the amount of money on the Estimates was 
likely to be utilised. 

The PREMIER : Do you suggest that the 
money is likely to be wasted ? . 

Mr. FORSYTH : No. His opinion of the 
matter was that the Estimates were being 
boomed up to show how much money will 
have to be spent, and it gave the Government 
an excuee for putting on extra taxation oP 
the people. This extra taxation was not 
required to the extent of a brass farthing. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
It was a bad case that would not stand on 

its own merits and that had to be propped 
up with a lot of misrepresentations and falsi­
fication such as they had listened to during 
this debate. (Hear, hear!) They heard one 
hon. gentleman say that because the Govern­
ment fixed the price of flour at £9 per ton, 
that meant that the price of Queensland 
wheat was 3s. 6d. per bushel. Did anyone in 
the House believe one word of that? The 
Government simultaneously, in fixing a price 
for flour, fixed a price for seed wheat, and 
the Secretary for Agriculture, in asking the 
millers for seed wheat samples, paid Ss. 3d . 
a bushel for it. He asked any fair-minded 
man to show what justification there was for 
such a statement that the price of Queens­
land wheat was fixed at 3s. 6d. The whole of 
the statements made by members opposite 
during the debate were a disgrace. They 
had been making statements for which there 
was not the slightest foundation. Members 
opposite also said that because the Govern­
ment had interfered with the butter, the 
quantity available had shrunk. The hon. 
member for Warwick attempted to show 
them that the shrinkage in exhibits sent 
abroad from the various factories was 
caused by the Government. 

The PREMIER : They say that if the hens 
don't lay eggs it is caused by the Govern­
ment. (Laughter.) 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Hon. gentlemen opposite never said anything 
about the shrinkage in the flocks and herds 
of Queensland, which they could have done 
when they were talking about the shrinkage 
in butter. Not one said one word about the 
number of sheep and cattle whose bones 
were lying bleaching on the plains of Queens­
land to-day. Members also said that the 
price of bread was high and that it was 
due to the action of the Government. It 
was due to the conditions under which they 
found themselves to-day. He had never 
listened to statements in the House that com­
pared with the statements made by members 
opposite during the debate. They were now 
in the throes of a drought, the country was 
never in such a bad condition before, and yet 
they found members opposite indulging iv. 
criticism which was unworthy of an Oppo­
sition professing to be there to a&,;ist in the 
administration of the country. They had 
the leader of the Opposition telling the 
House more than once that the Government 
were under the thumb of the certain mill. He 
told the hon. gentleman that the Govern­
ment were never under the thumb of any 
mill, but still he continued to make the same 
assertion. There was a miller sitting behind 
the hon. gentleman, and he could tell h'm 
that the Government was not under the 
thumb of any mill. Yet the hon. gentleman 
continued to repeat the falsehoo-d in the 
hope that he might at last get the House 
to believe it. It was unworthy of the hon. 
gentleman, and was unworthy of anyone 
holding the position that he was holding at 
the present time. 'I'he hon. gentleman knew 
that what he said was untrue, and, in 
sending forth to the country such falsehoods 
and unfounded statcmen!,s, he ought to be 
absolutely ashamed of himself. He would 
show what were the arrangements between 
the Government and the millers. The first 
shipment of wheat was of inferior quality, 
and it arrived so late that Queensland was 
actually in a state of famine when it reached 
Brisbane. It was arranged with several of 
the millers to takE> over the bill of lading 
at the price it cost the Government, on the 

Hon. J. M. Hunter.] 



3184 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

understanding that the price of flour should 
be based on the cost of the wheat, and any 
time that the Government felt disposed to 
reduce the price of flo·u, a corresponding 
reduction would be made in the price of 
whcttt. They were not under the thumb of 
the miller at all at any time. The Govern­
ment ha·d full authority to take stock when­
ever they wished, and they did take stock at 
the mills. 'l'hey reduced the price of flour. 

Hon. J. TOLMIE: You did not reduce the 
price of hread. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
We did. 

Hon. J. TOLMIE: When did you reduce 
the price of bread? That is what I want to 
know. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
We did reduce the price of bread and the 
hon. gentleman knows it. The h~n. mem­
ber for Warwick had just told the House 
that the price of bread in Queensland was the 
same as the price of bread in New South 
Wales. The hon. gentleman was not con­
cerned about the price of bread or anything 
elsP at ·all. The hon. gentleman and his erst­
while friends who sat on the Government 
benches with him purchased the wheat at a 
price that made the price of bread dear. 

Hon. J. ToDIIE: What about the wheat 
you bought? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
The late Government were offered wheat 
from the Argentine at £2 3s. per quarter 
but they hesitated and waited until th~ 
price rose to £3 4s. per quarter when they 
bought. That cost the country 2s. 7kd. per 
bushel more than it should have done. That 
2s. 7£d. meant a difference of £6 lls 6d 
per to"?- in the price of flour, and of 1!d. i~ 
the prrce of the loaf of bread. Where was 
the dear food P":rty now? (Hear, hear !) 
Who wa·> responsrble for the high price of 
bread in Queensland now? 

?on. J. ToL~fiE: You are keeping up the 
prrce. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
It was the late Government that caused the 
extra cost in the price of flour and a corre­
sponding price in the loaf of bread. If this 
Government had reduced the price of flour 
and_ had given the people cheap bread at the 
expense of the gener.al taxpayer the leader 
of the Opposition and hon. me:Ubers oppo­
site would have said that the Labour party 
were truckling to their friends in the coun­
try and making the general taxpayer and 
the poor farmer foot the bill. That was 
what they would have been charged with. 
There was no doubt the Government made 
a loss over the purchase of the wheat 

Hon. J. TOLMIE: How do you bolster up 
your statements that wheat could have been 
purchased at £2 3s. per quarter? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
He drew the attention of the hon. member 
to the fact that one of his colleagues on 
the Opposition bench asked for a return to 
be tabled showing the quotations which had 
been received bv the Denham Government 
for wheat for Yarious months gone by, :tnd 
that return wa' placed on the table of the 
House. The return should havA been in the 
hon. gentleman's box that morning, and if 
he had looked at it, he would have got the 
information he was .asking for. 

Hon. J. ToMIIE: You are on thin ice. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 

He was not on thin ice. With regard to 

[Hon. J. M. Hunter. 

fixing the pric.e of bread, the price of flour, 
and the handlmg of wheat, the late Govern­
ment had been an absolute failure. 

Hon. J. TOL:v!IE: You were going· to show 
that the late Government were offered 
wheat at £2 3s. per quarter, but you can 
show nothing. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
He was prepared to put up £100 for every 
£1 which the hon. gentleman would put 
up to give to any charitable institution if 
the information he asked for was not re­
vealed in the return laid on the table of 
the House at the request of the hon. mem­
ber for Burnett. He made the hon. gentle­
man that challenge. He could fix any sum 
he liked, and he could look .at the official 
return tabled at the instigation of his own 
party. The hon. gentleman and his col­
leagues remind him of Kaiser Wilhelm, who· 
dreamed of the wonderful things that his 
Zeppelins were going to do, and what his. 
wonderful navy was going t<J do, but they 
did absolutely nothing. It was the same 
with the hon. gentleman and his party ; 
they did absolutely nothing. What he tried 
to do was an absolute failure, and now he 
was trying to make a little mean political 
capital out of something he thought he could 
do. His ammunition had failed him. There 
was not a single shot fired at the Govern­
ment party that had not returned to the­
leader of the Opposition himself and 
wounded him and his party worse than he 
ever dreamt of. It was like a boomerang, 
and came back to him. Then they had the 
hon. member for Wide Bav saving that 
chickwheat was being sold "to Queensland 
at a certain price. They could not get 
enough of the wheat grdwn in Queensland 
for seed purposes. As <a matter of fact, the 
Secretary for Agriculture was 20,000 bushels 
short of the amount of wheat he wanted for 
seed purposes. Why should the farmer sell 
wheat for chickwheat purposes when he 
knew the Minister was ready to buy all 
he had for seed purposes? A few bags 
might have found its way into the markets 
for chickwheat, but there were very few 
indeed. With regard to the charge made 
about Mr. Taylor, butcher. at Gympie, a 
general statement was made in regard to 
the supply of meat required by him. Mr. 
Taylor wanted brisket beef, but it was not 
available in· Southern Queensland. The Go­
vernment shop had no monopoly of brisket 
beef or any other beef, and Mr. Taylor to­
day was buying his supplies of fresh meat 
fJ''lm the same source as the State butcher 
shop was doing. Mr. Taylor could not get 
brisket beef. and because the Government 
would not bring it d<Jwn from Townsville 
and sell it to him he complained. He knew 
that Mr. Taylor could be found guilty of 
selling beef at a price higher than the pro­
claimed price, but he did it in this wav: 
he bought the beef as an agent, and charged 
commission for it. 

Hon. .T. TOL:IIIE: The same as you did 
with the butter. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : 
The hon. gentleman shifted his ground with 
regard to the- wheat, the butter, and the 
meat. He would leave the Premier to deal 
with the butter question, and after the Pre­
mier had finished the leader of the Opposi­
tion would feel that he had been knocked as 
flat as a pancake. (Government laughter.) 
He challenged the hon. gentleman to bring 



Supply. [21 DECEMBER.] Supply. 3185 

a single miller in Queensland to show that 
he had bought wheat in Queensland for 3s. 
6d. per bushel. 

Hon. J. TOLMIE: I never said so. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
The hon. gentleman and his party always 
told some story of misrepresentation regard­
ing the price of wheat. An article was read 
by the hon. member for Drayton purporting 
to be dealing with the wheat question in 
New South Wales, when, as a matter of fact, 
it was dealing with fodder, not with wheat 
at all. Then the hon. member for Cun­
ningham came along and said, " Why did 
you ever touch that wheat of the farmers 
at Warwick?" He said the Government 
should have paid 9s. per bushel for it. As 
a matter of fact, the price paid for that 
wheat was the price it cost those people. It 
was stated that the Government should have 
paid the same price as for the imported 
wheat. As a matter of fact, there was no 
imported wheat in Queensland at the time. 

Mr. GRAYSON: You knew what the wheat 
would cost. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
They did not know. Even if they did, the 
wheat had not arrived, and the previous 
price for wheat was about 6s. or 7s., and 
the Government paid what it had cost the 
company, and that wheat was absolutely to 
keep supplies up to the people of Queens­
land, otherwise there would have been no 
bread. They could not get wheat from New 
South Wales, and the Warwick Farmers' 
Milling Company actually saved the situa­
tion. Was it a right thing at a time like 
that to squeeze the last drop of blood out of 
the people? 

Mr. GRAYSON: Will you admit that it was 
better wheat than the imported wheat? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
He would admit the wheat was good. The 
Warwick Farmers' Mill had behaved more 
generously towards the Government than the 
Opposition, because they realised the posi­
tion and were prepared to help the Govern­
ment. 

Hon. J. ToLMIE : You squeezed it out of 
them. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
They would have taken it from them if they 
had not given it up, because it was a criti­
cal time and the position had to be met. 
It did not matter who suffered, the public 
of Queensland must not go short of food. 

Hon. J. TOLMIE: They are short of flour 
on the Downs now. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
The Warwick Milling Company had 
12,000 bags of wheat in their sheds 
and the shortage of flour was due to 
the fact that two mills broke down re­
cently. Probably there would have been 
larger stocks of flour had wheat come for­
ward more rapidly than it had from the 
South. Every step hon. gentlemen opposite 
had taken in connection with bread, flour, 
and wheat they had got flilrther in the bog. 
One moment they were charging the Go­
vernment, the next minute they were charg­
ing the Agent-General; anything at all to 
retreat from the position they found them­
selves in. 

Mr. STEVENS (Rosewood) : It was hard 
to realise in whose department the vote they 
were at present discussing was. He thought 
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when the vote was proposed it was in the 
department of the Chief Secretary, but 
they had had already two Ministers apolo­
gising for the position the Government found 
themselves in, probably to relieve their chief 
from apologising for his own department. 
He had no doubt whatever that even, inde­
pendent of the verdict the electors gave in 
Wide Bay the other day, the Government 
were very sorry indeed they ever attempted 
to interfere with the prices of primary pro­
ducts. The Hon. the Secretary for Lands, 
in trying to get rid of the blame for the 
position in which the Government found 
themselves, emphasised the fact that the 
country was suffering from a terrible 
drought, and, therefore, the primary pro­
ducers must have suffered. They were the 
primary sufferers under present conditions, 
and yet that was the very time the Govern­
ment chose to step in and interfere and arbi­
trarily fix the prices of the farmers' pro­
ducts, and far below the actual cost of pro­
duction. Worse than that, ad-ling insult to 
injury, they sold the farmers' butter, after 
they had seized it, so badly that speculators 
were able to make huge profits out of the 
transaction, profits that should have gone, 
and would have gone-had not the .Govern­
ment interfered-into the pockets of the pro­
ducers. Even then they would not have 
been receiving a fair remuneration for their 
labour. Perhaps the Hon. the Secretary for 
Public Instruction did not realise the posi­
tion ; he was a faddist and had set ideas 
upon those subjects, and no proof could be 
strong enough to convince him that his 
theories were incorrect. The present posi­
tion was another exemplification of the pro­
verb " Fools rush in where angels fear to 
tread." The Government rushed in, although 
they knew nothing whatever about the mat­
ter and had handled it so badly that, 
instead of the farmers getting a fair return 
for their produce, they had allowed specula­
tors to make huge profits. The Secretary 
for Lands also tried to ridicule the hon. 
member for Drayton because he quoted the 
effect of the Government fixing the price of 
flour made from any wheat except imported 
by the Government at £9 per ton, which was 
equal to 3s. 6d. per bushel for w)wat. He 
ridiculed the idea of anyone trymg to fix 
the price of wheat at 3s. 6d. per bushel. 

The PREMIER : You know we were paying 
5s. 3d. per bushel for wheat then. 

Mr. STEVENS: The Secretary for Public 
Lands failed to say why the price was fixed. 
He said it was not to fix the price of wheat 
at 3s. 6d., although that was the absolute 
result of that action. 

The PREMIER: That was not the result, 
and you know it. 

Mr. STEVENS : It was the result. He 
knew the Secretary for Agriculture was. 
offering 5s. for seed wheat. The price the 
Government fixed was for milling wheat·,. 
and the Secretary for Public Lands utterly 
failed to give the committee any reason 
why that price was fixed. Perhaps the 
Premier would tell them why the price was 
fixed in that manner. 

The PREMIER: One would think it was 
explained so fully that there was nothing 
left to explain. 

Mr. STEVENS: It was not for him to 
say whether the hon. gentleman's colleagues 

Mr. Stevens.] 
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had explained the matter to the Premier's 
satisfaction or not, but he imagined there 
was a great deal left to explain. He had 
marked three items in the vote, which he 
thought required explanation. The first 
was Queensland's share of the Australian 
representation at the Panama Exposition. 

The PREMIER : What do you want to know 
about that? 

Mr. STEVENS : He wanted to know why 
the management was so badly n:tuddled that 
the Que.ensland representative felt compelled 
to retire from the position ? 

The PRElV!IER: You ought to have asked 
Mr. Denham. 

Mr. ToLMIE : He retired during your time. 
The PREMIER: He sent in his resignation 

in Mr. Denham's time. 

Mr. STEVENS: The next item was 
" Control of Trades Boards, £500," the same 
as last year. Last year there were three 
boards appointed, consisting of three mem­
bers each, one for the Southern, one for the 
Central, and one for the Northern district 
·of the State. That was nine gentlemen com­
posing the various boards, and the amount 
set down for their maintenance was £500. 
Now, they had one gentleman appointed for 
the whole of the Statf', and the amount of 
the v_ote was the same as last year. The 
next Item was a Royal Commission on wheat 
an~ flour. He thought that was the most 
serrous of all. One of the first actions of 
the present Gove:nment, when they took 
office, was to appomt a Royal Commission on 
wheat and flour, and when the Governor 
met members of the House in another Cham­
ber, His · Excellency was forced by the 
Government to say that facts had been re­
vealed al~ea;dy by the evidence taken by 
the commission that showed a very serious 
s~ate of . affairs that required urgent atten­
twn, whwh they would receive at an early 
date. 

The PREMIER: And t1rey have received it. 

Mr. STEVENS: The Chief Secretary re­
peated the statement in the House and yet 
what was the result? They found 'there wa~ 

absolutely nothing in the findings 
[5 p.m.] of the commission of anything to 

which exception could be taken. 
And yet the Government placed in His 
E'!'cellency's .mouth words which, to use a 
mil? expresswn, were utterly without foun­
datiOn. 

The PREMIER : Do you say that we forced 
the \}overnor to say something that was 
practically untrue? 

Mr. STEVENS: Yes; he might practically 
.say. that without any fear. 

The. PREMIER : It is in the report, if you 
read It carefully. · 
· ~on. J. TOLMIE: Information was given 
prrvately to the commission that was not 
supposed to go into the report. 
. The PREMIER : It proved what' was stated 
m the Speech. We do not keep information 
of that kind confidential. 

Ho!'. J. TOLMIE: The commission stated 
that It would be, I understood. 

The PR~MIER : They were making huge 
profi~s privately, and it is well that the 
pubhc should know. 

_Mr. STEVENS: To sum up the matter 
WI!h reg!lrd to the Government's action in 
tixmg prrces, M he h<1d maintained all alono-
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production hoo been retarded. He had re­
ferred members of the Government to the 
•action taken in the old country, where it 
was not so necessary to foster production as 
it was here, but where statesmen were re­
fraining from interfering in .any way with 
the primary producers. Here, unfortunately, 
the opposite couree of action ha,d been taken, 
and everything that the Government had 
done with regard to fixing prices and seizing 
commodities had tended, and would tend, to 
retard production and prevent people from 
going on the land, Without speaking in 
any party spirit whatever, he would >varn 
any Government from interfering in that 
way. He thnught the late Government made 
a mistake with regard to their Prices Boards, 
and the present Government ha-d followed in 
their footsteps with disastrous results. It was 
the duty of .:my gentlemen who occupied the 
Treasury benches to do all they possibly 
could at such <J, time as the present to foster 
production tmd encourage people to occupy 
the land. Eyerything that was being done 
tended to ·drrve people off thf! land and to 
cause them to congregate in the citiE·'l. Any 
one who sat down quietly for even five 
minutes must come to the conclusion that 
they could not go on indefinitely lidng on 
borrowed money, inflating prices, and put· 
ting up wages to such an extent that they 
did not get anything Inm 20s. worth for 
20s. expended. If they did that on borrowed 
money, it must end before very long in 
disaster, and the 011ly way even to minimise 
it was to Encourage production· in ·every 
possible way. That certainly could not be 
done by arbitrarily fixing prices. 

The PREMIER : He desired to say a few 
words in reply to the cri1icism of hon. mem­
bers opposite, but seeing that they had made 
an arrangement that they should come to the 
end of the Appropriation Bi'l by 6 o'clock 
if possible, he intended to make his remarks 
as brief .as possible. Some m em hers had 
taken the opportunity on that vote of making 
a general attack on the Government, and, 
if he might be permitted to say so, what 
they lacked in logic and common sense in 
their criticism, they made up for with the 
noise and bluster of the reiteration and mis­
representation that they had heard during 
a very considerable time last night, and for 
some part of this afternoon. The first point 
he intended to deal with was the query 
with regard to the position in connection 
with the Panama Exposition. The arrange­
n•ent made by the Denham Government with 
Mr. Rohertson was that he was to receive 
£500 for his expenses as Queensland repre­
sentative thereat. Subsequently to that, 
the Commonwealth appointed Mr. Robert­
son <1S one of the Commissioners who 
would represent the Commonwealth at the 
Exposition, and agreed to pay £4 4s. per day 
to each of those Commissioners. Some dis­
pute arose between the Commissioners, the 
chief of whom was Mr. Deakin, and the 
Minister for Home Affairs, Mr. Mahon, as 
to who had authority to deal with the em­
ployees of that C?mmission. The Minister 
for External Affarrs held that he was the 
person of authority, whereas Mr. Deakin held 
that he was. He did not intend to enter 
into the merits of thac dispute, although 
he ~hould imagine that the responsible Minis­
ter representing the Commonwealth Govern­
ment should be the person with final 
authority to decide matters. He knew he 
would consider it a. very peculiar position 
if his Government . appointed a Commission 
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.and had no final power with regard to the 
direction of the mattPr. The dispute led to 
the resif;l'nation of Mr. Deakin, Mr. Neilsen, 
and Mr. Robertson, whilst the Denham 
Government were in power. Mr. Denham, 
when he got the resignation of Mr. Robert­
son, cabled to him that he was not to resign, 
that he vvas to remain at his post. Tnose 
were the only instructions that Mr. Robert­
son got, and he continued, in pursuance of 
that direction, as long as September last, he 
thought. 

Hon. J. ToLMIE: On 5th July he com­
muni,,~ted with you. 

'l'he PREMIER: He did, ·and he allowed 
tht: instruction of hi' predecessor to stand. 

Hon. J. TOLMIE: You never communicated 
with him. 

The PREMIER : There were certain com­
munications with him, and also with the 
Southern States, because the hon. member 
would remember, if he was conversant with 
all the facts, that the two Southern States 
suggested that the three should join together 
and pay the whole of the expenses of the 
exposition. He objected to that. He did 
not think it desirable that Queensland, 
having contributed a sum of money towards 
the Commonwealth 'representation, should 
take over the expense of the whole matter, 
and he took no action with regard to 
the suggestion. The point in dispute was 
whether Mr. Robertson was entitled to pay­
ment at the rate of £4 4s. per day, which was 
his rate of pay from the Commonwealth 
Government, and if he had carried out the 
directions cf Mr. Denham, he would not 
have resigned from that position with the 
Commonwealth Government, and he would 
have received £4 4s. per day. He now made 
a claim on the Queensland Government to 
be paid from the time that Mr. Denham gave 
that direction up to the time of his leaving, 
at the rate of £4 4s. He daimed that 
Queensland shuuld pay him, instead of the 
Commonwealth, because J'11r. Denham 
directed him to continue there. The question 
was whether he ~hould be paid at that rate, 
or whether he should be paid at the rate 
he arranged with the Queensland Govern­
ment before he started on the transaction at 
all-that was, to receive £500 for the job, 
which would mean a payment of £1 10s. a 
day. The matrer was still under considera­
tion and would be decided by the Cabinet 
at an earl,· -date. However, those were the 
merits of the dispute. Passing from that to 
the criticism which had been levelled against 
the Government with regard to their treat­
ment of the man on the land, hon. members 
had raised somewhat of a, hullaballoo over 
the result of the Wide Bay election, because 
they succeeded at a time which was the 
wor.st possible for the conduct of an election 
from the Labour point of view, in balancing 
the votes. Because they succeeded when 
large numl:Jers of Labour supporters were 
vut of the electorate, when large numbers 
were at the front-larger numbers in both 
instances than of the supuorters of their 
vpponents-they cried out·· that that was 
proof that the policy of the present Govern­
ment had been condemnnd by the electors 
of Wide Bay. For the information of the 
public, and for the information of hon. mem­
bers, he would like to point out that, in the 
three State electorates which were held by 

Labour members of that House-Marybor­
ough, Bundaberg, and Musgrave-the La­
bour party increased their majority con­
siderably. In the electorate of Burxum, 
which was held by a representative of the 
party < pposite, and was largely a sugar­
growing electorate, they increased their 
numbers by 100 votes. Certainly, the Liberals 
increased their numbers to some extent in 
the other three electorates held by Liberals, 
but those electorate which were held by 
Labour representatives in that House had 
shown theh· undoubted confidence in the 
Government, and the electorate of Burrum 
had shown a distinct advance in Labour sup­
port; and it was evident that the primary 
producer in those constituencies realised the 
wisdom which was shown by the Govern­
ment in entering into the arrangement with 
the Commonwealth Government for the 
acquisition of the sugar crop of 1915, and 
their subsequent action in taking steps tD 
acquire the product of 1916. He would like 
there to point out that his hon. friend> 
opposite, when· conducting that campaign_ 
did not disclose 'Lhe real nature of thr 
arrangement that was made with the Cont 
monwealth Government with regard to th(. 
acquisition of the sugar crop of 1915. When 
he went into the electorate of Wide Bay dur­
ing the last three days-he had one night at 
Childers and one at Maryborough-he found 
that they had been sedulomly spreading 
about the electorate the statement that, if 
he· had not made that arrangement, Queens­
land growers would haYe got £32 a ton for 
their sugar. They were telling them that. 
They were saying that this was a bad thing 
for the grower, until he produced the letters 
from the representative growers asking him 
to use his best efforts to induce the Com­
monwealth Government to renew the ar­
rangements that had been so succe>sful in 
1915. The people at Maryborough were 
astounded when the.,. hear-d him read out a 
letter from Mr. Angus Gibson, saying that 
his company recognised the sympathetic 
interest which they had taken in the sm;ar 
industry in Queensland, and hoped that thev 
would be able to make a similar arrange­
me[\t for 1916. 

H~n. J. 'I'oLMIE: And Mr. Hughes said 
he would do it. 

The PREMIER : He pointed that out in 
those two places, and the votes there showed 
that the people knew the position, and 
that was a sample of the misrepresentation 
with regard to the doings of this Government. 
He could quite understand why, in those 
other parts of the electorate which were held 
by Liberals, and which were not given much 
attention to by the representatives of this 
party, that the votes which were cast f01 
their Liberal friends were somewhat greater 
than they would otherwise have been. He 
could assure his friends opposite that thev 
need not take too much consolation from the 
fact that they had succeeded for the time 
being in winning the election for Wide Bay 
by. the small majority which they had ob­
tamed. There were indications that the 
~·epresenta.tives of the greatest agricultural 
mdustry '.11. the State-the sugar-growers­
were reahsmg the real benefit which had 
been conferred upon them by thi~ Govern­
ment and the Commonwealth Government 
and when they had the whole of the sugar: 
growers at ~heir back, they had the largest 
cl>:ss o~ primary producers in Queensland. 
HIS fnends opposite had dealt with the 

Hon. T. J . .Ryan.] 
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action of the Government in regard to butter, 
sugar, and wheat, and he thought he might 
summarise his opinion of the treatment which 
was meted out by the late Government in 
allowing speculators to have a free hand 
with regard to wheat and butter, as having 
brought about the same result to the primary 
producer as the drought conditions were 
bringing about now. 

Mr. STEVENS: You do not understand 
the position. 

The PH,EMIER : They were not so short 
in memory that they could not all carry 
themselves back to the contest which took 
place before the 22nd May, when Mr. Denham 
himself, the then leader of the party oppo­
site, admitted that he himself could have 
made £8,000 out of a deal in wheat. 

Hon. ,J. TOLMIE : And the commission 
said nobody made anything out of it. 

The PREMIER : The commission did not 
say that nobodJ made anything out of it. 
He had read all the figures in that com­
mission, and he said what he had stated 
before in the House, that during the war 
those who dealt in wheat in Queensland-the 
~ill~rs-made larger prpfits than they made 
m bmes of peace. He repeated that state­
ment. There was a representative miller 
sitting behind the Opposition and he chal-
lenged him to deny it. ' 

Mr. BARN~S: It is not true if you take 
every year m the past into account. (Go· 
vernment laughter.) 

The PREMIER : He had studied those 
figures too carefully, and he knew that the 
profits which :vere made out of the purchase 
of wheat durmg the war were larger than 
they were for the ordinary year. That 
applied t_o his friend, the hon. member 
for W arwtck. He was not blaming the hon. 
member personally, because he was taking 
advantage of f. system which he believed in. 
He was takmg .advantage o\ a policy which 
he was supportmg, and wh10h all his hon 
friends opposite supported. · 

Mr. J?ARNES : Ask the Minister for Agri­
culture tf he has taken advantage in the sale 
of the produce of the Gatton State Farm of 
thn upgrade in the market. 

'The f'REMIE~ : All he was saying was 
that hts hon. frtends opposite believed in 
the policy that allowed the speculator a free 
hand. If he could get his primary products 
'?heap from. the f":rmer, then get it, and sell 
n at a. htgh pnee to the consumer. At 
what pr:ce was wheat bought on the Darling 
D~wns m February and March? At what 
pnce was the wheat purchased which went 
down South, and which led to the necessity 
of the Denham Government' making the 
purchas~ of those two cargoes, which were so 
much dtscussed? 

Mr. BARNES: Only 6.000 bags went South. 

'I:he PREMIER: Wheat was sent South 
wh10h should have been bouo-ht by the 
Queensland Government, and kept here but 
through the delay of the Denham Go~ern­
ment on that occasion, theY eventuallv ha.d 
to leave it entirely in the hands of Sir 
Thomas Robineon to make the best deal he 
c?uld with regard to the purchase of wheat. 
'Ihey knew the ?eal that he made, and they 
had the matter dtscussed last nio-ht. They knew 
it was wheat of inferior qualify. They &:new 
there was no date fixed for delivery, and they 

[Hon. T. J. Ryan. 

lm<o:w it was short weight. The contract" 
wluch was made had been on the table of 
the House for some considerable time. 

~ir. FoRSYTH: What shipper would give 
you a date just now? Who would fix a date· 
during the war? 

The PREMIER : He did not know who 
would fix a date, but there was no date" 
fixed, and, as he was reminded by the Secre· 
tury for Public Lands, when they made a 
1-•Urchase some time afterwards thev ha.d a 
·date fixed by the shippers. He mu.St not be 
drawn away from the trend of his argument. 
The Denham Government purchased this 
wheat under this contract, and they had this 
clause in it, and Mr. Denham was well aware 
of the nature of the clause, because a similar 
clause was pointed out to him bv a letter 
which he received from Sydney fr~m Graves 
and Company some days previously. The 
contract was made in London on the 13th 
April, and this was where the door was left 
open, and it gave them no legal claim finally 
when the wheat was delivered here short­
weight. The clause rea·d-

" Payment net cash in London, less 
the freight payable at Briebane on arrival 
of steamer upon receipt of cable advice 
that the document was handed over to· 
the Angle-South American Bank in 
Bahia Blanca." 

The Agent-General gave ,a, certificate, and 
on that Mr. Denham himself-because he­
turned up the papers and found his actual 
minute-his hon. friend knew "D.D."­
wrote this minute-

" Sent copy of Agent-General's cable 
advising repurchase to Treasury and ad­
vise that provision must be made in 
terms of the purchase. D.D. 16/4/15." 

And on that £81,000 was paid over by the 
Queensland Government on that contract. 
Th~ contract was received out here by Mr. 
Denham, and entered into by Mr. Denham's 
Government before this Government assumed 
office. 

Hon. J. ToL>!IE: Yes, it was, but he was 
not to blame. 

The PHEMIER : The hon. gentleman 
might blame whom he liked, but if Mr. Den­
ham was not to blame, who was to blame? 
Wao it the Agent-General? His friends op­
posite set out last night to commit the 
murder of the Agent-General, and they ha.d 
succeeded in committing suicide. (Govern­
ment laughter.) He would ask them to com· 
pare the ection of the Denham Government 
with the action of this Government on the 
question of wheat. He had pointed out, as 
far back as May last, that as soon as they 
came into power this Government would 
oo able to show what effective steps they 
would take with regard to protecting the 
foodstuffs of the people and the prices 
thereof, and he pointed out they would have 
to wait until a supply of wheat was pro­
duced in Australia and as soon as that W<lS 

done they took steps--
Hen. J. TOLMIE: The problem was solved 

then, when you had a sufficiency of wheat in 
Australia. 

The PREMIER: It was not solved when 
the Denham Government was in power, but 
this Government solved it bv making- ar­
rangements with the New "south Wales 
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'Government to supply Queensland with all 
the wheat that it required for twelve months 
from this month of December. 

Hon. J. TOLMIE : You would not allow the 
wheat to come in. 

The PREMIER: Thev allowed it to come 
'They were bringing it in at cost price, and 
the people of Queensland were now assured 
that they would be supplied with bread at 
an average cost, and he hoped at a very 
;reasonable cost. But the Denham Govern­
ment never thought of anything of that sort 
It. was a similar arrangement they mad~ 
Wit~ reg:ard to sugar. He remembered the 
feelmg m the country. Mr. Denham said 
that he asked for £25 for sugar while the 
Labour party only asked for £23 10s. per 
ton. But the Denham Government did not 
do anyt_hing to .enable the sugar-growers to 
get a higher prwe for their cane while this 
Government did things on a large scale for 
th_e advantage of the people. He did not 
Wish . to delay the Committee long on this 
-quesbon. They had had it all thrashed out 
duriHg the election-how the Government 
h~d allowed speculators to have a free hand 
With regard to butter how thev allowed 
butter to be shipped aw~y to Melbo'Urne-and 
they found on coming into office that there 
was a ~emporary shortage in Victoria which 
,~vas be~ng used for the purpose of manipulat­
Ing prices here. For instance, it was found 
that when the declared price in Melbourne 
was £214 Os. 8d., the price in Brisbane had 
amounted to 215s. per cwt. Butter was being 
€Xported from Queensland and sold in Mel­
bour~e at declared price. The result of 
keepmg the Queensland market bare was 
that !'!though Queensland was the only State 
sh'?wmg a surplus of butter produced, the 
prwes here were the highest ruling in the 
Commonwealth. It was necessary for the 
'Goyernment t_o step in and do something, 
whiCh they did. He was not referrino- to 
the purchase of butter back in July ~and 
August. The Secretary for Agriculture had 
very capably replied with regard to the more 
recen~ purchases of butter which were effected 
by his depart~ent, and with regard to his 
remarks )le sn;cerely expressed the hope 
that the time might not be far distant when 
the Lab'?ur party would be able to put that 
part. of Its programme into operation which 
provided for the establishment of the means 
,of marketing primary products by the 
Queensland Government in London. 

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear l 

The _PREMIER: That would ensure for 
the pnmary producer the full return for his 
produce. 

Mr. BARNES: Your first transaction means 
a loss of about £2,500. 

The PR.E.MIER: It was strange that all 
the opposition to Gov"'rnment interference 
on behalf of the primary producer came from 
those who had been most interfered with 
by the action of the Government-from the 
middlemen. To come back to the actual sales 
of butter ·whic;h took place in July and 
August, he might say that the quantity 
bought was 755~ cwt. ; the dates of purchase 
were from 14th July to lOth August. The 
names of th" persons from whom it was 
bought were F. R. Clarke the Farmers' Co­
operative Distributing CC:. Agency, Messrs. 
Crouch and Connah, and the New Zealand 
Loan and Mercantile Agency Co.. Ltd. 
The total amount paid was £7,364 Os. 4{L 

and the average price paid per ton £194 
Os. lld. The amount received for the butter 
sold was £7,978 Os. 2d., the average price 
received per ton being £211 Os. 2d. The 
amount paid for brokerage and other charges 
was £45 Ss. 9d., leaving a profit of £568 lls. 
ld., which the Government were now holding, 
and which they intended to ,distribute 
amongst the persons they consider en­
titled thereto. He hoped that his friends 
opposite would not continue the carping 
criticisms of the nature which they had 
been indulging in, because, after all, they 
were going back and condemning this Go­
vernment for sins which they themselves 
had committed. He had pointed to some 
big things that had been done by the Govern-

ment with regard to sugar and 
[5.30 p.m.] wheat, and he W~>S certain that, 

when they were given a fair 
opportunity of seeing what they could do, 
by the time they had next to face the elec­
tors the people would be quit" satisfied 
that they were the Government which was 
capable of directing the destiny of the State 
in some of its most difficult times-(hear, 
hear !)-and that they were also capable of 
steering a: course that would take it out of 
the shoals that the State h<1d drifted into 
for over fifty years of Liberal administra­
tion and mal-administra,ion. (Government 
cheers.) 

Ho~. J. TOLMIE: He had five minutes 
left of his time, and he proposed to utilise 
it in replying to what the Premier had said. 

The PRE~!IER: Do you think it is neces­
sary? 

HoN .. J. TOLMIE: He did think it was 
n0<:essarv. Hon. gentlE'men on the front 
bench reminded him of a certain gE'ntleman 
who vvas invited to come down and do a 
little bi't of cursing. The hon. gentleman 
w•·nt to the miller to do a grE'at deal of 
cursin/<. and it was very like Balaam and 
a quadruped which accompanied him. Hon. 
gentlem<'n opposite went to the miller to do 
a little bit of cursing, but instead of doing 
that thev did something else-like Balaam, 
thev came to CUBe and remained to pray. 
Thev had had to drag all these facts out 
0f members on the front Treasury bench dur· 
ing the la-,t five months. The Government 
had twisted and turned in a way that no 
hon<''St GovernmPnt had ey,er done in Aus­
tralia before. Thev endeavoured to bolster 
up all their transactions in connection with 
the wheat until it was dragged out of them 
bv the Opposition. The Mi'nister for Lands 
n;a,de a statement; about a return being laid 
on the table of the House yesterday, and 
which should be in the boxes of members 
to·dav. ·well, that return has not yet got into 
the boxes of hon. members. The Govern­
ment wi•,hed to hide all eyidencc of their 
transactions from the House, and wanted to 
get into recess before it was presented, and 
bP~al.l''e they thought this was the la,t day 
of the session, the hon. gentleman put that 
statement on the table. If he had put the 
statement on the table, it ha;d not yet got 
into anyone's box. The hon. gentl-eman may 
han' put it there', but he had not yet seen 
it. That had been the policy of the GoYern­
ment all the way through. The Minister 
for Lands said that all the bills of lading 
were handed over to the millers. The wheat 
came forward, and as the Government were 
n<Jt able to finance it, they handed it over 
to the mille'r. By that means 171,000 bushels 

II on. J. T(;lmie.'l 
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of wheat got into the hands of the millers 
on the condition that tl.e Government were 
not able tD reduce the pri~e of bread. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : We did 
reduce :·t. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: So long as the wheat. 
remained with the millers, the price of bread 
could not come down. In order to make 
sure that the price of brE!ad would not come 
down. the Government decided that the price 
paid ·for flour on the wharves should be £9 
per ton. ThBY knew very wE!!! that no per­
son could get flour in Queensland a;t that 
rate. It was for the purpose of keepmg up 
the price of bread to the people of Queens· 

·land until thB wheat had all been sold. Now 
that the wheat was all sold, the hon. gentle­
man said that he was prepared i-u let other 
wheat and flour come in. He wanted to 
get wheat from New South Wales, but New 
South \Vales said thev would not send any 
wheat from therE! to ·Queensland, but only 
flour. Because that wheat had been denied 
them, and they could only get flour which 
the Government would not accept, thE!re 
were thousands of homes in Queensland to­
day which were suffering and were in need 
of that flour. He had seen letters himself 
from merchants stating that thE!y could not 
get sufficient flour to supply the wants of 
their customers. They saw how angry the 
Minister for Lands was when he got up to 
speak, and they knew that an angry man 
was a madman. The Minister br Agricul­
ture was also mad the previous night. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAKDS : What 
about yourself '! 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: He was not angry at 
all. When he looked at the lBarned leader 
of the Government, it reminded him of thE! 
words of Goldsmith-

" His words of learned length and thun­
dering sound 

Amazed the gazing rustics standing 
round." 

The Premier was talking about thB Wide 
Bay election all through his remarks. HE! 
tried to rush awav from the position which 
he had taken "P ·on the previous Monday. 
The hon. gentleman said that his party were 
going to succeed in Wide Bay, but the·y did 
not succeed. 

The bell indicated that the hon. member's 
time ha·d Bxpired. 

Question-The vote for "Miscellaneous 
Services " be !'ranted-put and passed. 

TRUST AND SPECIAL FUNDS. 

CHillF SECRETARY. 

The TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 
Chillagoe) moved that £10,000 be granted 
for the " Chief Secretary's Department." 

Mr. APPEL (Alb1 rt) asked what the vote 
was for, and why it was reduced from 
£50,000? 

The TREASURER: The money was for 
the purchase of stock, treatment at meat­
works, shipping charges, freights, and in­
surance in connection with consignments. 

Question put and passed. 

[Hon. J. Tolmie. 

HOME SECRETARY-POLICE SUPERANNUATION. 
FUND. 

The TREASURER moved that £40,15! 
10s. 3d. be granted for " Police Superannua­
tion Fund."· 

Mr. APPEL pointed out that the l:>te 
Government prepared a scheme for grantmg 
better pensions for the Police Force. Mr. 
Rendle drew up a pens!on scheme ~hich 
would involve the State m the expendtture 
of £1,000,000 to put it into a financial posi­
tion. That was a large amount of money, 
but it must be admitted that those who had' 
joined the force in later years were not 
provided with a sufficient pension. 'I'he· 
policP were willing to pay a larger amount 
of contribution, and the new scheme should' 
be taken into consideration by the Govern­
ment. 

The TREASURER: It will be Ponsidered. 

Mr. APPEL: He hoped that the Govern­
ment would introduce legislation on the 
matter next session. 

Question put and passed. 

At 5.40 p.m., 
Mr. BERTRA1! relieved the Chairman in the 

chair as Temporary Chairman. 

CENTRAL SUGAR MILLS FUND. 

The TREASURER moved that £300,000 
be granted for "Central Sugar Mills Fund." 

Question put and passed. 

GOVERNMENT SAVINGS BANK. 

The TREASURER moved that £45,001 be 
granted for "Government Savings Bank." 

Question put and passed. 

HARBOURS AND RIVERS. 

The TREASURER moved that £133,290 
be granted for "Harbours and Rivers." 

Mr. FORSYTH noticed a number of items 
had been omitted, including £14,000 for 
maintenance and repairs to wharves and' 
jetties. He saw £80,000 was down for 
dredges and plant and working expenses. 
'That appeared to be a. large amount, and he 
would like the Treasurer to give some in­
form.ation concerning it. 

The TREASURER : Hon. members would' 
notice that in the vote for Harbour Im­
provements the items £14,500 for the new 
approach to the Bowen Jetty and £3,500 
for lengthening the dredge " Hydra " were 
not asked for this year. That accounted for 
£17,500 of the amount. 

Mr. FORSYTH: I was referring to the item 
£80 000 for dredges and plant, and working 
exp~nses. I was under the impression that 
amount was going to be reduced. 

The TREASURER: Last yeu £77,714 
was spent, and the Engineer for Ha!'b~urs 
and Rivers asked for the same appropriatiOn, 
expecting that the same amount would be 
required this year. 

Mr. APPEL said he simply rose for the 
purpose of urging upon t~e Treasurer ~he 
absolute necessity of keepmg the dredgmg 
plant up to date. Whatever expenditur& 
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might be involved, it was absolutely neces-o 
sary, in connection with the trade that was 
likely to accrue to Queensland after the 
termination of the war, that they should 
be in the position to accommodate all the 
trade and commerce that was likely to come 
to the port. To effect this, the improvements 
recommended by the Engineer at the Hamil­
ton should be carried out. He admitted that 
his late colleagues did not agree with him 
on t?e. subject of the absolute necessity of 
prov1dmg the fullest dock accommodation 
for the port of Brisbane. At the present 
time they had a dock that was only capable 
of taking coasting vessels, and if the port 
and Queensland were to hold the position 
they should it was absolutely necessary, 
however large the cost, that dock accommo­
dation should be provided whereby they 
could accommodate the largest vessels likely 
to come to the port. 

Mr. H. L. HARTLEY: Who do you suggest 
should defray that cost? 

Mr. APPEL: The users of the dock. It 
was absolutely necessary, if they were going 
to keep the trade. 

Question put and passed. 

WATER SUPPLY. 

The TREASURER moved that £60,500 be 
granted for the service of the year 1915-1916 
for "Water Supply." 

Question put ahd passed. 

WORKERS' DWELLINGS ACT. 

The TREASURER moved that £433,340 
be granted for the service of the year 1915-
1916 for "Workers' Dwellings Act." 

Mr. FORSY'l'H: 'l'here was a very large 
increase in that vote, and he would like 
to ask the Treasurer if the same demand 
existed for workers' dwellings at the pre­
sent time? 

The TREASURER: No, there has been a con­
siderable falling off. 

Mr. FORSYTH: If such was the case, 
why was such a large amount put down? 

Thu TREASURER : They were now ask­
ing appropriation for the applications that 
had already been granted. 

Mr. FORSYTH : He understood that peo­
ple were holding back until matters became 
normal, and they were very wise in doing 
so. Prices of building materials had in­
creased, and people were hanging off until 
things became cheaper, because the expense 
lat-er on would be much less than at the 
present time. If the increase in the vote 
was because of the applications that had 
already been granted, he was quite satisfied. 

Question put and passed. 

AGRICULTURAL BANK ACT. 

The TREASURER moved that £455,710 
be granted for the service of the year 1915-
1916 for " Agricultural Bank Act." 

Question put and passed, 

CENTRAl, RABBIT BOARD FUND. 
The TREASURER moved that £10,000 

be granted for " Central Rabbit Board 
Fund." 

Question put and passed. 

PUBLIC ESTATE IMPROVEMENT FUNlJ. 
The TREASURER moved that £21,719 

be granted for " Public Estate Improvement 
Fund." 

Mr. FORSYTH: Last year they spent 
about the same amount of money on public 
estate improvements as was asked for this 
year. 'Vere they likely to spend the money 
this year if the demand for Crown lands was 
not so great? Thev were losing a lot of 
money under this ;ote. £42,000 had been 
written off the account as a bad debt, and 
he wi~hed the Government to be very careful 
to see that the money now being spent was 
not lost. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: So far as the money 
being spent at the present time wa<> con­
cerned, it was all likely to come back to the 
State, because it was very wisely expended 
and the land was lo::tded. When the fund 
was first established in 1902, 1903, or 1904, 
there was a very considerable number of 
persons out of employment, and money was 
found for public works that were not repro­
ductive in order that those people might be 
able to earn something. Take, for instance, 
the prickly-pear at Jondaryan. Up to £18 
an acre was spent in clearing the pear off 
that land, and subsequently the land was not 
taken up and the money was wasted. 

The TREASURER : The amount of 
£42,000 had been utilised by the present 
Government to endeavour to some extent 
t<> square the account of the unrecouped 
expenditure on certain public estates. It 
was recognised that some of the balances 
were absolutely hopeless, and they were 
simply standing in the books of the Treasury 
as debts that could not be liquidated. £17,960 
had been standing to the debit of the account 
in connection with the Eungella Estate, in the 
Mackay district; that amount was written 
off. At Mount Mee £2.600 had been spent. 
At Boonah-Killarney, .£2,348 had been writ­
ten off, 'and there were 'a number of other 
small amounts which had been liquidated. 
At Kangaroo Hills £9,800 had been written 
off. as there was no hope of any return. 

Question put and passed. 

WARREGO R~BBIT DISTRICT FUND. 
The TREASURER moved that £4,600 be 

granted for the "Wa.rrego Rabbit District 
Fund." 

Question put and passed. 

BRANDS, SHEEP, AND STOOK ACTS. 
The TREASURER moved that £18,814 be 

granted for the " Brands, Sheep, and Stock 
Acts." 

Question put and passed. 

LIVE STOCK AND MEAT EXPORT ACT. 
The TREASURER moved that £570 be 

granted for the "Live Stock and Meat Ex­
port Act." 

Question put and passed. 

SPECIAL STANDING FUND. 
The TREASURER moved that £8,500 be 

granted for "Special Standing Fund." 
Question put and passed. 

STOCK DISEASES EXPERIMENT STA'fiONS, 
YEERONGPILLY AND TOWNSVILLE. 

The TREASURER moved that £5,741 be 
granted for " Stock Diseases Experiment 
Stations, Yeerongpilly and Townsville." 

Hon. E. G. Theodore.] 
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Mr. WALKER (Cooroora) said they were 
. spending a pretty handsome sum on these 
stations, and he could not see they wcne 
getting the worth of their money. Y eerong­
pilly was established a few years ago to help 
the stockbreeders in their trouble" and in 
experimenting, not only in regard to com­
mon di,.easPs, but also others. On the North 
Coast line, particularly since the introduction 
of sheep from the West, they had had great 
losses from scrub ticks, and yet there had 
been no experiments at all, although he had 
gone out of his way to bring the matter 
before the director of the station on more 
than one occac;ion. However, the matter 
he particuhuly wished to speak on was the 
following :-A committee was appointed by 
the House to go into the Munro Hull cattle­
tick remedy. Unfortunately, when the report 
was being framed, he took ill, and could not 
return to the meeting in time to deal with 
the report, and consequently lost the oppor­
tunity of putting in a minority report. The 
report of the committee was not signed by 
him, and he did not intend to sign it. He 
<disagreed with the whole of clause 4 of the 
majority report, which said-

" That, regarding charges made by 
Mr. Hull against officials of the depart­
ment, the committee find there was, gene­
rally speaking, a lack of sympathy, a 
spirit of scepticism, and a failure to 
grasp the possible national importance 
of such a discovery; that there was a 
manif€· ;t desire to ciisprove, rather than 
a whole-souled desire to co-operate and 
assist in a thorough and impartial in­
vestigation; but for this the Government 
of the time and not the officials must be 
held responsible." 

He agreed with the portion o£ the report 
recommending that further experiments 
should be made. He went further, and ooid 
that if Mr. Hull, by the further investiga­
tions, established his particular theon-, he 
should be compensated fairly for the "work 

he had done for Queensland. He 
[7 p.m.] wished to get that point in because 

he recognised that according to the 
Standing Orders he had lost the opportunity 
o£ keeping that particular question going. 
Mr. Hull had made something like twenty 
charges against the officers of the depart­
ment, ahd hon. members would see that it 
was hardly a fair thing for him to sign the 
report, knowing full well that those officials 
-·occupying not only high but also minor 
positions-had not had the usual Britis!J. 
chance o£ refuting the charges that had been 
made against them. That was why he did 
not ,at all agree with clause 4 of the com­
mittee's findings. If thfl gentlemen whom 
t,he committee suggested should be appointed 
discovered anything further, Mr. Hull should 
bo compensated fairly. beoause they ought 
to treat the matter on a higher plane alto­
gether than as a mere question between Mr. 
Hull and the department. It was 'a matter 
between Mr. Hull and the dairymen of 
Queensland, and that was the reason why he 
believed that there was something in Mr. 
Hull's claim. He knew that theY had con­
flicting evidence. They also had some gentle­
men who said that they had experimented in 
exactly the same wa.y as Mr. Hull, but, 
generally speaking, clause 4 should never 
have been put in the report. He thanked 
th" Chairman for having allowed him to 
make that explanation. 

Question put and pa.ssed. 

[Mr. Walker. 

SUGAR EXPERIMENT STATIONS ACT . 

The TREASURER moved that £7,205 be 
granted for "Sugar Experiment Stations 
Act." 

Question put and passed. 

LOAN ESTIMATES. 

The following items were agreed to with­
out debate:-

PUBLIC WORKS. 
BuiJ.dings-£191,600. 
Industrial Undertaking-£10,000. 

THE TREASURER. 

• Water Supply-£9, 000. 
Loans to Local Bodies-£9,000. 
Loans in "\id of Co-operative Agricultural 

Production-£15,000. 
Tho Sugar Works Act of 1911-f?r tne 

establishment of Central Sugar l\llrlls <:~t 
Babinda (to complete) and South Johnstone 
(on account)-£200,000. 

Industrial Undertaking-£35,000. 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC LANDS. 

Wire ]\;etting-£10,000. 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND STOCK. 

Towards the Establishment of Abattoirs­
£10,000. 

RAILWAYS. 

General Establishment-£81,602. 
Civil :B~ngineering Branch, Southern Divi­

sion-£537,305. 
Civil Engineering Branch, Central Divi­

swn-£357,152. 
Civil Engineering Branch, Northern Divi­

;;ion-£411,090. 
Signal and Light Branch, Southern Divi­

sion--£14,550. 
Signal and Light Branch, Central Division 

--£6,100. 
Sign<:~! and Light Branch, Northern Divi­

sion-£4,350. 
General Expenditure-£315,000. 

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES, 1914-1915. 

The following items were agreed to with-
out debate:-

ExecutiYe and Legislative-£1,703 15s. 6d. 
Chief Secretary-:£28,158 7s. 6d. 
Home Secretary-£92,254 17s. 2d. 
Department of Public Works-£74,496 15s. 

lld. 
Department of Justice--£4,720 19s. 4d. 
The Treasurer-£162,080 1s. 5d. 
Department of Public Lands-£9,140 4s. 1d. 

Department of Agriculture and Stock-
£40,014 17s. 3d. 

Department of Public Instruction-:£18.539 
13s. 10d. 

Department of Mines-£3,912 10s. 8d 
Department of Railways-£90,167 1s. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY TRUST FUNDS ESTIMATES 
1914-1915. 

The following items were agreed to with­
<Jut debate:-

:£ s. d. 
Chief Secretary's Depart-

ment 197,356 7 0 
Home Secretary's Depart­

ment 
Department of Justice 
Treasurer 
Department 

Lands 
Department of 

and Stock 

of Public 

Agriculture 

2,389 11 1 
1,000 0 0 

140,465 0 3 

107,225 10 5 

4,671 9 3 

SUPPLEMENTARY LOAN ESTIMATES, 1914-1915. 

The following items were agreed to without 
·debat0 ;-

The Treasurer 
Railways 

:£ s. d. 
295,978 0 7 
203,331 3 1 

VOTES OF CREDIT, 1916-1917 

The TREASL'RER moved that £525,000 be 
granted for the various departments and 
;:,ervices of the State. 

Question put and passed. 
The House resumed. The CHAIR~IAN re­

ported that the Committee had come to cer­
tain resolutions, and the resolutions were 
rereiYed. 

The CLERK then read the resolutions cover­
inn· the amounts voted for the whole of the 
-departments of the State. 

RESOLcTIOXS FROM CO~fMITTEE OF SUPPLY. 

The TREASURER : I move thail; the 
resolutions be now agreed to by the House. 

The SPEAKER : I propose to adopt the 
following procedure in connection with the 
discussion of these items. I will read out 

the numbers, and if any hon. 
[7.30 p.m.] member desires to discuss any 

particular item, he will draw my 
attention to it as I call the number, and I 
will mrrrk it to be discussed. We can then 
pass the other resolutions en bloc. 

Resolution 1 agreed to. 

On resolution 2-" Department of Public 
Works"-

Mr. SvVAYNE: I wish to say a few 
words on this vote. I notice here that the 
sum of £25,680 is put down for Department 
of Public Works. That is for the salaries 
and contingencies in connection with that 
department. At this last stage of the 
session, I think it is only right to make my 
protest . ":gainst the. evil practice _that. ~as 
been imt1ated by this Government m givmg 
preference to members of political organi­
sations in the disbursements of public money. 
It has been pointed out over and over again 
that the money comes from the taxpayers as 
a whole and is contributed by people of 
all shades of political opinion. It is wrong, 
therefore, that there should be any discrimi­
nation in the matter, so far as politics are 
concerned. The only considerations to be 
taken notice of in regard to State employ­
ment are efficiency. I would not have gone 

into this matter only for something that has 
cropped up within the last fe!"' days. It 
is only right to d!aw the a~tentwn of mem­
bers of trades umons to thrs matter. I be­
lieve myself that the main body of th_e 
rank and file who compose these orgam­
sations are as loyal as any memb_ers of ~he 
community. At such a time as this, I thmk 
it is only right that any disloyal utterances 
should be brought to the attention of. the 
public and to other members of the umons. 
I have here an extract from the "Daily 
Standard " of the 7th December. It refe':s 
to a meeting of delegates of these. orga!'I· 
sations which was held in connectiOn w1th 
the p;oposal of the Prime Minister, Mr. 
Hughes, to meet the requirements of _the 
Empire. We know that Mr. Hughes reqmres 
every man between certain ages to furnish 
returns in connection with recruiting. That 
is now the law of the land. I maintain 
that it is the duty of every law-abiding 
citizen to follow the rule laid down in this 
respect; yet we find that at this meeting 
the following remarks were made by one of 
their members;-

"Mr. Hansen (plumbers) considered 
that immediate and drastic action should 
be taken by the council in order to 
prevent this unauthorised system of so­
called recruiting being used to coerce 
the workers. It was an insult to the 
workers to give local governing bodies 
the power that was given to them under 
this scheme to obtain soldiers. These 
same local governing bodies opposed the 
suffrage for the workers, and always 
fought most strenuously against all 
efforts t'o bring about that reform, but 
they were prepared to use their power 
and machinery in order to force men, 
whom they denied votes, into the army­
and the Government was helping them. 
Unless Mr. Hughes repudiated the objec­
tionable clauses in the recruiting scheme, 
he thought that the unionists of the 
Wide Bay electorate should be advised 
not to vote for the Labour candidate 
next Saturday." 

'Ve have here a direct incitement to a 
breach of the laws of the land. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! I hope the hon. 
gentleman is not going to discuss the whole 
recruiting scheme on this vote. 

Mr. SWAYNE: I am simply reading the 
utterances that were made by repre~entatives 
of the unions. We know that preference is 
being given to unionists, although I do not 
think preference should be given to anyone 
in connection with Government employment. 
I am giving my reasons why that principle 
should not be adopted. Then, we find that 
at that meeting Mr. Axelsen (baking trade) 
also spoke, and another man named 
Anzelark. It' is really worth noting the 
number of foreign names that appear at a 
meeting of this kind. I think that when the 
matter is brought before members of the 
unions themselves, they will take the neces­
sarv steps to get other representatives. We 
find that Mr. Axelsen urged that drastic 
steps should be taken against the Prime 
Minister of the Commonwealth. Then, we 
find that Mr. Anzelark-another foreign 
name--

The SPEAKER : Order ! I ask the hon. 
gentleman to connect his remarks with the 
vote before the House. 

M~. Swayne.! 
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Mr. SWAYNE: I find that the resoluti;m 
we are dealing with provides for salanes 
amounting to £25,680 for the Department 
of Public Works. 

The TREASURER: The Chief Office. 
Mr. SWAYNE: I will take another vote, 

if necessary, but I thought it would come 
better on this vote, as I understand the 
department is following the pract.ice .of giving 
preference to members of orgamsatw~s over 
other citizens and other taxpayers m con­
nection with Government employment. 

The SPEAKER : The hon. member will 
be quite in order in discus~ing preference to 
unionists, but not i!l. discussi':'g what has 
taken place at recrmtmg meetmgs. 

Mr. SWAYNE: This was a meeting of 
delegates from unions, and I want to give 
this as one of my objections to this practice 
of preference. Howevei;, I will not go fully 
into this, but I have here from what I may 
describe as their own organ ample evidence 
upon this very grave matter that they hold 
views which I mav say are adverse to the 
welfare and the very existence of the. Em­
pire, and on such grounds as that I wish to 
make my prote,,t against any preference 
being shown to them. During the session 
we have been able to show from time to time 
that as organisations-! am not referring to 
individuals-their conduct has been most 
questionable. They have struck when work­
ing on transports and coaling transports, 
.and in the small arms works, and I do think, 
if an)cthing further were required to empha­
sise the injustice of giving these people 
privileges that other citizens do not have, I 
think their attitude in this grave crisis is 
sufficient to b~ing it home to everyone. 

Resolution 2 agreed to. 
Resolutions 3 to 5 agreed to. 
On Resolution 6-" That there be granted 

to His Majesty, for the service of the year 
1915-1916, a sum not exceeding £11,8'10 to 
defray salaries and contingencies in connec­
tion with inspection of machinery and scaf­
folding"-

Mr. SWAYNE: I take it that this vote 
has to do with the inspection of machinery, 
and the administration of the Bill recently 
passed by the House. I hoped, and I thought 
I had arranged with the Chief Secretary, to 
be present when it was to go through. See­
ing that I was going away at the request of 
the recruiting committee to address meet­
ings, I thought that gave me some grounds 
for asking that he would postpone the con­
sideration of this Bill in Committee for a 
few days. I think it was fivB parliamentary 
days I was away. Possibly the hon. gentle­
man, in the rush of business, forgot it. I 
mav say, in justice to the hon. gentleman, 
that he asked me to mention it to the "\Vhip" 
of the party, which most certainly I did. I 
could have got plenty of hon. members 
on my own side to put my amendments, but 
I thought, when I followed the request of 
the Chief Secretary, and repeated the request 
to the Government "Whip," that something 
would have been done. Tli.e legislation has 
now gone through. There was one amendment 
moved on that side of the House, and I am 
anxious to know how it will be adminis­
tered. That was an amendment limiting 
the area of the space occupied by engines 
which could be taken charge of by one man 
by 75 feet square. We have to thank the 
leader of the Opposition for saving owners 
from the results that would accrue from an 

[Mr. 8wayne. 

arbitrary square· figure. HG s_ubs~ituted 
the· square root of that figure, and it will now 
be. legal as long as the machinery taken 
charge of by one man does not cover :t;lo;-e 
than that area no matter what shape it IS. 
Then, .another question arises. In my district 
I think there is a larger quantity of factory 
machinery in the shape of sugar-mills,, heavy 
steam engines, and so on, than there iS, per­
haps in the district of any other hon. 
mern'ber. In the case of sugar-mills, it is 
often the practice to hav~ a .steam pump 
some distance away. This will not c'?me 
within the area specified. It only reqmres 
visiting a few times a day for ~he 
purpose of lubricating, and I would like 
to know from the Minister in charge of the 
department whether it will be n,ecessary. to 
have a driver for this one pumpmg engme, 
It is not at all necessary; as the Act pre· 
viously stood, it worked with?ut. an.y ill 
effects. I am anxious to know If it Will be 
administered so as not to bear harshly on 
the sugar-mills in my district. Another ques­
tion was the fixing of some standard of 
horse-power. If I had been here, I intended 
to move an amendment to that effec~. . I 
notice in the Bill there is a clause givmg 
power to fix the stand:ud of power for 
boilers but not for engmes. What ab!'mt 
the buyers of engines ? Engine,s arB b.emg 
used largely-oil engines, benzm,e engmes, 
and steam engines-very often m a very 
small way by farmers, and we have no fixed 
standard of horse-power. Many o~ 'the 
farmers are quite ignorant of machmer!. 
They see an engine quoted at a certam 
price, of a. certain power, but they do not 
know that the capacity of the .wor~ of the 
engines varies greatly, an4 I thmk. It :would 
be a grC"at improvement m the Bill if the 
machinery department had been enable~ to 
fix the standard of horse-power for boilers 
and also for enO'ines for the protection of 
buyers. We kno">v the use of machinery is 
coming increasingly into effect. 

Resolution agreed to. 
Resolutions 7 to 39, inclusive, agreed to. 
On resolution 40-" That there be granted 

to His Majesty for the service of the year 
1915-1916 a sur{, not exceeding £103,625, to 
defray s~laries and contingencies in connec· 
tion with insanity"-

Mr. McPHAIL (Windsor): Unfortunat~ly, 
when the Estimates for this vote were gomg 
through I was away. unwell. I p~rtiqula:ly 
desire to say somethmg about the mstitutwn 
at Goodna knowing a good deal about it, 
perhaps mbre than the majority of members. 
In the first place, I take it the condition of 
thB institution is on the improve as a result 
of the exposure, or the public attent.ion that 
has been called to it, because I have It on the 
best of authority that since the inquiry there 
has been a continual improvement~a con· 
tinual "cleaninO' up," I was going to say­
but certainlv an"imorovement all round with 
one exception. The institution can .star:<'! 
considerable improvement, and I mamtain 
it should be given in every respe~t that atten· 
tion which it needs, not only. m rBga!'<'l to 
the inmates-because if there IS one disease 
that calls for sympathy more than another 
it is the disease of those who are mentally 
afflicted-and I think anything we can clo 
for them should be done to alleviate their 
sufferings and to surround them with those 
comforts which will help them eventually 
to recovery. But there is one aspect I must 
touch upon. The hon. member for Albert, 
in dealing with this question, said he was 
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horrified when he took office with the state 
of affairs at Goodna. He said had the public 
known the condition of the institution at 
that time it would have created a grave 
scandal. To my mind, that was a reflection 
on the gentleman who at that time occupied 
the position of Medical Superintendent. I 
think there is no man who gave of his very 
best, who devoted the whole of his time to 
the needs of the institution more than the 
late Dr. Hogg-(hear, hear !)-a man who 
not only atten.cled the patients mentallY and 
physically himself but who gave up a'n his 
spare time to studying mental diseases ; and 
while I have no desire to detract from the 
merits of Dr. Ellerton, I do say if he is an 
expert of greater knowledge than the late 
Dr. Hogg, or a man who gives more a,tten­
tion to menta,] diseases than tha.t' late officer, 
then he is an extremely clever and capable 
man. I would like to say something with 
reg·ard to a report made by one of the super­
intendents who held the position for some 
time after Dr. Hogg's death. He made a 
report, and the official visitors were asked to 
report on it. The official visitors were R. 
A. R<tnking, P.M., and John Thomson, M.B. 
Their report says-- . 

"We very strongly deprecate the para­
graph tha,t ' very little effort has been 
made of late to treat the patients for 
their mental diseases.' It is perhaps 
possible that during the illness extend­
ing over six months, of the '!ate Dr. 
Hogg, medical attention may have be­
come a little slack, .although we have 
no knowledge o£ this; but we do 
know, from having it frequently thrust 
upon us, that Dr. Hogg not only looked 
upon treatment as essential, but com­
pelled its observance. He believed and 
tried to impress upon all that insanity 
was a form of disease amenable to treat­
n:ent-not treatment by drugs and medi­
cmes, but by healthy surroundings and 
the removal of anything suggestive of 
prison restraint, such as cells, obtrusive 
fences, etc.' " 

I maintain that that extract clearly proves 
that Dr. Hogg adopted the· same methods as 
the present medical officer, and I know, from 
personal experience, it is not true when it 
is said that patients were restrained, that 
they were not allowed the same liberty as 
they are now, that no effort was made by 
pleasant surroundings to restore them to 
health and strength. There was a special 
recreation ground, and twice a week a num­
ber of the women patients were taken right 
out of the wards on to the hills awav from the 
surroundings of buildings and fences, and 
I think it hardly fair to speak in a deroga­
tory manner of the late Medical Superin­
tendent in the way the hon. member for 
Albert did. 

Mr. MuRPHY: He did not reflect on Dr. 
Hogg. 

Mr. McPHAIL : My reading of the hon. 
gentleman's speeches lent colour to the sug­
ge,tion that the present Medical Superin­
tendent is far and away superior to the 
gentleman who occupied the position pre· 
viously. I want to say this, as Dr. Eller­
ton and Dr. Hogg both stated, it is not 
by medicine we can make these people 
better. A mental disease i~ not like a dis­
ease of the body. And even by giving 
the warders and nurses a hospital train­
ing, we cannot give them any further ad­
vantages with regard to mental diseases. 
I shall be pleased when the Home Depart-

ment make their report in regard to the 
suggestions made by members that the men 
and women who are engaged in an occupa· 
tion which I do not think any of us envy will 
have their position made as comfortable as 

possible. I think that a good 
[8 p.m.] deal of the trouble at the Goodna 

Asylum is due to petty tyranny 
on the part of some of the lower officials, 'and 
I think it would be possible for the officials 
in both the men's and women's departments 
to work more amicabh· with the rank and 
file and not by pinpricks, tyranny, and a 
domineering <tttitude make them dissatis­
fied with their positions. I want also to 
refer to Warder Morris, who was found' 
"Not guilty" of the charge brought against 
him, but I understand has not yet been 
reinstated. I would like the Home Secretary 
to give that matter attention. I have nothing 
further to say except that if a spirit of rea­
sonableness be introduced into the asylum, 
I do not think there will be any dissatisfac­
tion amongst the warders and the nurses, 
but that they will give the very best they 
can both in helping the patients and in 
wo;king amicably with those in authority. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: I wish to remove any 
impression that might be in the minds of 
hon. members with regard to the statement 
of the hon. member for Windsor, that he 
thought Mr. Appel was t~ying to reflect. on 
Dr. Hogg. I do not thmk that anythmg 
was further from the mind of the hon. mem­
ber. I gathered, when he was speaking, that 
he was under the impl'ession that the insti­
tution had been starved for money, and, no· 
matter who wits there, he would have great 
difficulty in making it a model institution. 
I want to enrlorsA every word of the hon. 
member for \Vindsor in regard to the late 
Dr. Hogg. I do not think a P';'blic serva;>t 
in Queens] and ever more farthfully drs­
charged his duties, and anybody who was 
acquainted with him, as I was. and had an 
opportunity of observinll' the close and un­
remitting athmtion which he gave to his 
work, could come to no other conclusion 
than that he was a gentleman whose whole 
heart and soul were wrapped up in the· 
health of his patients. Knowing him as I 
did. I would not like any reflection to rest 
on his memorv, and I am sure that no other 
hon. member' would like to know that such 
a reflection had been cast upon him; nor 
should I like the late Home Secretary to be· 
unjustly blamc;d. I might add that his suc­
Cf'•ssor, Dr. Nicoll, showed the same un­
remitting- care and attention to his patients. 
so that I do not think the reflection Wlis on 
the manaJl'ement or any of the superinten­
dents, but rather was a statement that the 
institution had been sturved in days gone by. 

Question put and passed. 

Resolutions 41 to 78, inclusive, put and' 
pasRed. 

On resolution 79-" £512,805, Salaries and' 
Contingencies in connection with State 
Schools"-

Mr. FORSYTH: The Government last 
:vear and this year have blamed the late­
Government for not giving automatic in­
creases. They rai•ecl a great hue and cry 
m·er that matter, but now we fin<l that this 
department is practically starved so far as 
any increases in wages are concerned, because 
the Minister owned that only about £8.000' 
was provided for increases for the huv,e staff 
of teacher~ throughout the length and 

Mr. For.•yth.] 



:3196 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

brearlth of Queensland. although the Govern­
ment can give £150.GOO or £200,000 to 
workers in other departments. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION: 
The increase is £12,000. 

The PRE~IIER: If you had to do with it, 
you would be retrenching t~em. 

Mr. FORSYTH: That statement is wrong. 
Every single shilling that we gave last year 
would have been given by the late Govern­
ment, because they had the money, and they 
made the promise that in that case it would 
be done. But the hon. member has been 
squandering money right and left. regardless 
-of who pays for it, instead of being careful 
and working within their income, as the last 
Government did. 'I'hat is more than the 
hon. member is likely to do. • 

The PREMIER: Four shillings and sixpence 
a day and a poll tax. 

Mr. FORSYTH! A poll tax would not be 
a bad thing. (Uproar.) Ten shillings a 
l1ead for a man getting £3 a week is a 
mere bagatelle. And I believe that the 
working classes in Queensland would be very 
glad to pay 10s. 

The PRE'IIIER : On 4s. 6d. a day. 

Mr. FORSYTH : Where are they getting 
4s. 6d. a day? The teacher''· who have passed 
their examinations and qualified for grade 
promotions are going to get £10 only, when 
they are entitled to £20. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
'Some of them. 

211r. FORSYTH: Male pupil-teachers in 
the fourth class who passed for Class III. 
after examination, and who receive £80 a 
year and ought to be getting £110 a year, 
are going to get only £10 increase. Thus, 
the hon. member, with that wonderful gene­
rmity which he has been displaying towards 
all the people under his care, is depriving 
them of £20 a year, although under the regu­
lations-that is, the automatic increase which 
ought to be !l'iven. and which hon. members 
opposite said they would not dream of 
taking a,way--

The PRE:lHER: You say that they should 
get nothing. 

::'.ll:r. FORSYTH : I did not say anything 
of the sort. and if the hon. member says that 
I did. he is making a statement that is 
absolutelv untrue. 

The P~E:YJIER: Judging by yonr history. 

Mr. FORSYTH: Theso are facts. 'I'hey 
are l:>ad enough, but I am coming to a very 
much worse case. Take the case of the punil­
teachers who are receiYing £40 on proba­
tion. _ \fter they pass the examination for 
pupil-teacher of the third class, they are 
entitled to get automatically £70 a year, 
and they this year are getting the magnifi­
cent increase of £10. In other words, the 
Gow.rnment are robbing those people of the 
£20 to which thev are jnstlv entitled under 
the regnlations. , The female t'lachers are 
even worse paid. The female pupil-teacher 
is entitled to get £20 a year to start. and if 
·she passes an examination she is entitled to 
get £50; but this wonderfully liberal Go­
vernrrwnt. who belieYe in paying all the 
automatic increases, are giving that girl an 
advar,ce of £10 a year, se that she is getting 
-the magnificent income of £30 a year. These 
are facts that no one can deny, because I 
nave taken good care to be in a position 

[Mr. Forsyth. 

to know that they are correct. I think 
the Minister said that he hoped next year 
to give them more. I say that when people 
are receiving such a mis~rably low sa;lary, 
and are antomatically ent1tled to the h1gher 
rate. they ought to get it, no matter who 
misses it. I understand, also, ~hat all 
teachers over £200 are to get nothmg. So• 
much for the automatic increases, so far as 
the present Government are concerned. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: The hon. member for Mur· 
rumba has railed against the alleg.ed dis­
proportional increase-; in the Educatwn De­
partment, when co!npare~ with other depart­
ments in the pubbc serviCe. The same rule 
exactlv has been laid down with regard to 
autom~atic increaees, and in no case is the 
Education Department being treated dif­
ferently from other -departments. 

Mr. FORSYTH: Then no department is 
getting the automatic increases? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUC'I'ION: In all departments they are 
getting automatic increases, and they are 
getting more antomatic increases than they 
were last year under the Denham Govern­
ment· and' not only are more automatic in­
crea~~s being given, but, in addition to that, 
we are carrying on this year the i'1crea~es 
that \Vere restored to them last year, whwh 
were refused by the Denham Government. 

Mr. FORSYTH: They we!'e not refused. 
They got them at the end of the year. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: They were suspended. As 
has been pointed o~t over and over again, 
we are not only giving them lao,t year's 
increase, but we are giving them also aut~­
matic increases this year up to a certam 
limit_ in worse times than were experienced 
bv thP late Government. This Government 
are doing far better than the last Govern­
ment. As pointed out in special cases pupil­
teachers who were entitled to £30 are limited 
to an increase of £10, under the rule laid 
down.. I admit that, under a general rule 
laid down by the GoYernment, there no 
doubt are cases of hardship. 

Mr. FoRSYTH: There they are. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
S'l'RUCTION: Mv attention had been 
drawn to it prior to the hon. member men­
tioning it, and the general rule does not 
prevent individual cases being considered, 
and I can ussure the hon. member. and also 
the persons concerned, that individnal cases 
will be considered on their merits. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE : I want to ask the 
Minister a simple qnestion. Have the auto­
matic increases been granted in full this 
year? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
You know already that the rule laid 
do,vn--

HoN. J. TOLMIE: Never mind the rule. 
Have the automatic increases been granted? 
Last year the Government laid down a rule 
and adhered to that rule. The hon. gentle­
man blamed the Government last year for 
adheri'ng to that rule. The present Govern­
ment laid down a rule this y<ear, and the 
hon. gentleman said they adhered to the 
rnle. I ask the hon. member whether he has 
grantad the automatic increases in full? 

Resolution 79 agreed to. 
Resolution 80 agreed to. 
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On resolution 
Establishment''-

81-" Railway,-General 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: When the Estima:tes 
of the Railway Department were gomg 
through, I did not speak ~t any le;:t~th, b.e­
cause I was anxious to assist the Mimster m 
getting his Estimate~ through, but merpb'!rs 
on the Government side took up the reHam, 
and made very damaging charges against 
the administration of the Railway Depart­
ment. I have feelings of very great respect 
for the officers of the Railway Department, 
who I believe are very ably discharging 
the 'functions of their office, and I thought 
that the actions had met with general appro­
bation but the hon. member for Brisbane 
stated' that he could save £250,000 on the 
administration of the Railway Department. 
Notwithstanding the very high respect I 
entertain for the Commissioner and other 
officers of the department, I think if a saving 
of that kind can be made it is the duty of 
the Government to see that it is done. If 
the hon. member for Brisbane is able to save 
that amount in the administration of the 
department, we know where he ought to be. 
(Laughter.) . It would ~a,Y the countr:y .well 
if he were m that positiOn. The Mmister 
ought to take the opportunity of saying 
whether he is going to make investigations 
as to whether the saving indicated can be 
made. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: In 
relation to the charges made the other night, 
which the hon. gentleman has revived, I may 
sav that evervthing that was spoken about is 
being inquired into, and the charge particu­
larly that had to do with the en~ineering 
shops. It, is six and a-half years .smce that 
incident took place. I am not gomg to say 
anvthing about the ability of the hon. 
member for Brisbane to save £250,000. I 
have confidence that the Commissioner, the 
Secretary, and some oflicer<S are doing their 
best and I have every confidence in them; 
but' there are. other officers in the Railway 
Department th<tt I have not the same con­
fidence in, and in relation to th£se officers 
there will be a searching investigation. I 
am very glad the leader of the Opposition 
assiste·d me in getting the Estimates through, 
though I would not again put them through 
at such a late hour. (Hear, hear !) I never 
want to burke discussion, and the hon. 
member knows how it was that there was 
not so much discussion as usual. Letters 
have been sent to the different parties who 
have ma,de <eharges, and a report was tabled 
to-dav which will be circulated. and the 
hon. gentleman will find what is said therein. 
There is a desire for a Royal Commission 
to inquire into the Railway Department. 
Personally, I do not care what kind of com­
mission is appointed, but if there is any­
thin~S wrong it ought to be discovered, and 
if there is nothing wrong the officers ought 
to be exonerated. I treat the statement of 
the hon. member for Brisbane in a jocular 
way. 

Resolution 81 agreed to. 
Resolutions 82 to 87 agreed to. 

On re,Ao]ution 88-" Legislative Assem­
bly,_: 

Mr. BARNES: There are one or two 
matters which I think might be ventilated 
under this vote, both of which I think will 
certainly make for bette~ legislation, and 
generally facilitate the busmess of the House. 
The first question I wish to refer to is the 

appointment of a secretary to the leadei· 
of the Opposition. It is qmte patent t<:> 
every member of the House that the leader 
of the Opposition has very strenuous work 
to do. I remember when t~e. present Hon:.e 
Secretary occupied the positiOn, the s~ram 
of the office upon him was very consider­
able. That has again been emphasised dur­
ing the tenure of office of the present leader 
of the Opposition. The leader of the. Op­
position has, perhaps, more work than any 
other member of the House. He must be 
conversant to a great degree with every B~Il 
submitted, and I think it would be WISe m 
the interests of the State, and ):Jelpful to 
Ministers in the highest degree, If a secre­
tary were appointed to assist the !eader of 
the Opposition. It is evident that If the re­
quest is acceded to it will make largely for 
the facilitating of the business of the House. 
I think that this session, apart from the 
routine business, we have had the best part 
of fifty Bills presented. The leader of ~he 
Opposition must be in perfect touch 'Yith 
the whole of the Bills presented. I believe 
the suggestion will meet with the approv~l 
of the Chief Secretary. He, of all men m 
the House, has been more intimately con­
nected with the strenuous work tha~ accon:.­
panies the responsibility of leadmg His 
Majesty's Opposition. The other matt~r I 
wish to refer to is this : I think the busmess 
of the country will be facilitated if acco'!l­
modation is found for country members m 
some way in this House-not in any gra­
tuitous fashion-in regard to sitting and 
bedroom accommodation for those who re­
require it. A charge should be ma,de. 

The PREMIER: Do you suggest that we 
should provide bedrooms for every member? 

Mr. BARNES: I do; bedroom and sitting­
room combined, and that a charge should be 
made. Town members living adjacent to 
the city do not require them, but it would be 
an immense advantage to country members 
if accommodation of that kind were pro­
vided. The accumulation of papers is pretty 
considerable. and business will be facilitated 
in the direction that members would have 
more time to study Bills in the quiet of 
their own room. I hope that that matter 
will receive the sympathetic consideration of 
the Chief Secretary. 

The PREMIER : The points raised by the 
hon. member for Warwick perhaps call for 
some answer in courtesy to the hon. mem­
ber. The hon. member has raised the 
question of the appointment of a secretary 
to the leader of the Opposition. It is a 
matter I can approach quite disinterestedly, 
seeing the great confidence that the people of 
Queensland have in the present Government. 
I would like to remind the hon. gentleman 
that, when we were in opposition, and the 
hon. member for Fortitude Valle:v held the 
position of leader of the Opposition for a 
considerable time, and I was also leader of 
the Opposition for nearly three vears, there 
was no suggestion that any secretary should 
be provided, nor that bedrooms should be 
provided for members of the House, unless 
they belonged to the Ministry. I might 
remind hon. members opposite that I had to 
agitate for a considerable time, as ](,,ader of 
the Opposition, before I even got the use 
of a telephone. Since the hon. member for 
Toowoomba has been leader of the Opposi­
tion, I have given him every consideration 
as far as lay in my power. I quite recognise 
that the leader of the Opposition has very 

Hon. T. J. Ryan.] 
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onerous duties to perform, which occupy a 
~reat deal of his time, and it would, per­
haps, be a very useful thing if he were pro­
vided with a secretary. At the same tm1e, 
the matter of launching out at present into 
additional expenditure of that nature, or in 
the wav of providing bedrooms for members 
of this· Houee, is one that will require very 
serious consideration. I can assure the leader 
of t4e Opposi~ion that if it appears, perhap~, 
at the beginnmg of next •-esswn, that there 1s 
a grave necessity for having some clerical 
assistance given him, the matter will be 
considered. More than that I cannot say at 
present. 

Mr. FORSYTH : I think the hon. gentle­
man must know that the leader of the Oppo­
sition is the hardest-worked man in the 
House. Any l<eadC'r of the Opposition who 
carries out his duties as he should must be 
the hardest-worked man in the House. I 
think that evervone who knows the hon. 
member for Toowoomba will recognise that 
he gives practically nearly all of his time, 
from early in the morning to late at night, 
in the discharge of his duties. 

The PREMIER: You did not show so much 
concern when we were in opposition. 

:Yir. FORSYTH : The work is increasing 
all the time. \Ve have had an enormous 
amount of work this session. If the Govern· 
ment bring in such a large number of con· 
tentious Bills next se,sion as they have done 
this session, it appears to me that we will 
have to give the leader of the Opposition a 
secretary. 

The TREASl:RER: You have been told that 
the matter will be considered. 

Mr. FORSYTH: We know what the effect 
of the consideration will be, and I look on 
it with a very sceptical mind. 

Resolution 88 agreed to. 

Resolutions 89 to 116 agreed to. 

On resolution 117-" Loan Fund Account, 
Buildings"-

Mr. FORSYTH : In connection with the 
loan estimates of expenditure, he noticed that 
the sum of £2,707,749 was provided for the 

expenditure for 1915-16. That is 
[8.30 p.m.] for the six months that have 

just passed and for the next six 
months, ending on the 30th June. I have 
always argued in this House,. and more 
especially at a time like this, that it is a 
fair thing to keep a considerable number of 
our public works going, so as not to throw a 
large number of men out of employment. On 
the other hand, I think it is a short-sighted 
policy on the part of the Government to 
spend £2,707,000 this year, especially when 
they have not got it to spend. They have 
not got it, and they do not know if they 
will get it. 

The TREASURER: We have made final 
arrangements under which we will get it. 

Mr. FORSYTH: I am glad to know that 
you will get· it, but it does not alter the 
fact that in my mind you have no right 
to spend so much mone;v. especially when 
you find a great deal of difficulty in getting 
it. We know the state of the finances in 
the old country, and we know that the 
Federal Government want every shilling that 
they can get. We know that the Home Go­
vernment want more money if they can 
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get it. For Queensland to insist on spending 
£2 707 000 in one year is a very short­
sighted policy altogether. 

Mr. POLLOCK: Yet you wanted the Gover1:1· 
ment to give £20 increases to every pubho 
servant. 

Mr. FORSYTH: Why not? You have put 
on extra taxation, amounting to £500,000 
a year. Why should they not get the £20 
increase? The taxation was put on for 
th-at purpoBe, and the increo9.ses should be 
granted. It is a huge mistake for the 
present Government to spent £2,707,000 a 
year. If you could get a further. loan to go 
on with the railways and pubhc >'"Orks I 
would not complain. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
Don't vou know of the arrangement come 
to bet\veen the Commonwealth and the 
States? 

Mr. FORSYTH: The Treasurer say_s he 
has arranged to get the amount s_Pec1fied. 
This money is for tht> present finanmal year, 
which expires in six months' tim.e. How are 
you going- to manage next year. 1f you ?spend 
every shilling you have got th1s year . 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
The arrangement is for longer than a year. 
You ought to know that. 

Mr. FORSYTH : It is too much to spend 
in anv one year, at any rate. I think 
mvself that you should not spend more than 
£2 000 000 on any year. It has been prac­
tic~lly'laid down by both sides of the House, 
even before the war started at all,_ :vhen we 
were not in a bad financial pos1t10n, and 
were able to get loan money, that the expen­
diture of £2,000,000 of loan money was a 
fair thing. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: You will 
have to make a fresh speech. You have 
been saying that for a long time. You have 
been saying it for the last ten years. 

Mr. FORSYTH : If the hon. member can 
get up and make a speech in connection with 
finance we will be glad to listen to him. The 
hon. gentleman does ·not know, through his 
ignorance, that my advice on ~hat matter 
has been fairly well carried out m the past. 
I can remember the time, not many yr•ars 
al(o. when the Liberal Government spent 
£1 000.000 a year, just about one-third of 
wh~t the Government is going to spend this 
year. When the Government were spending 
£1,000,000 a year some years ago, members 
of the Labour party used to go for them 
and say they were absolute spendthrifts. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
Yes. 

Mr. FORSYTH: The hon. gentleman says 
"Yes," and yet he proposes to spend nearly 
£3,000,000 this year. It" does not matter for 
an extra £100,000 or so, but this is not the 
time to spend more than £2,000,000 a year. 
The Government should not spend all the 
money they have got; they should save a 
little bit for next year. We know the trouble 
the Treasurer has had this year to get the 
money. He told us a short time ago that 
he had sufficient loan money to carry on until 
JYbrch. If he could not have got this money, 
a large number of men would be thrown out 
of employment. I do not believe in that. 
We should be careful until such time .as 
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the clouds roll by and we are in a better 
financial position to go in for the expendi­
ture of more money. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
It shows what a bad thing it would be if 
you were in power. 

Mr. FORSYTH: We would not spend it 
all. We would keep a little for a rainy day 
until we had got our fin<tncial equilibrium 
back again. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : You 
asked us to buil·d the Enoggera to Terror's 
Creek Railway. 

Mr. FORSYTH : I hope the hon. member 
will not make silly, stupid interjections. I 
.am saying that I hope the Treasurer will 
not spend more than £2,000,000 this year. 
The biggest item will be railways, and he 
can keep it to that amount. 

Mr. KIRWAN: You want us to stop the 
Terror's Creek Railway? 

Mr. FORSYTH : If it is necessary to stop 
it, then stop it. What I say is that the 
Goyermnent should not spend the whol.e of 
this £2,700,000 in one year. It will be infi­
nitely mor'? difficult 0 get money next year, 
.and that IS why it IS unwise to spend so 
much. You ought to go slow until you can 
he your way to get the next loan. 

The TREASL:RER : The hon. member is 
always ad.-ocating cutting down the loan ex­
penditure year by year. The hon. member 
is consistent in that, but he is inconsistent 
"hen· he· asks us to carry out certain pro­
posah of expenditure in his own electorate. 

Mr. FoRSYTH: If my electors ask me to 
see you, I must do it. 

The TREASURER : Hon. members are 
always asking for various public works to 
be car:ie:J ~:mt. When these requests are 
made, It mdiCates that the Government must 
have a settled policy of railway construction. 
No 'one realises more than the present Go­
vernment the necessity for building railwavs 
for the purposes of opening up land for set­
·tlement and making some provision for ex­
service men after the war is over. 

Hon. J. TOL>IIE: You are not doing that. 

.~he TREASuRER: We are making pro­
VIsiOn for It. The Government is looking 
ahead, and is making provision for building 
railways into new territorv, so that Crown 
lands will be made available for settlement 
at a greater rate than has been ·done in 
the past. The hon. gentleman suggests cut­
ti:'p; down the amount to £2,0CO,OOO. That 
will cut out £700,000 of the appropriation. 
I would like to point out that there are 
-certain definite' commitments which will be 
met by these appropri<J.tions. For instance 
there is ~he Sou~h J ohnstone Sugar Mill and 
the Babmda Mill, the contracts for which 
haYe alrea;dy been let and the work well 
advanced; the money for these must be p-aid 
as the work progresses. Then i!ll re­
gard to local authorities, £500 000 will be 
n~eded for !his year. Every p~nny of that 
w1ll be reqUired, because it has b<!en author­
ised by Executi've minute and the local au­
thorities have be.en promised the money. The 
works are going on, and when the local 
authoritif's present their vouchers, we have 
to pay them. The works <J.uthorised· by the 
!ate Government and the present Government 
total £1,125.000. They were authorised by 
Executive minute by both Governments. 

Mr. FORSYTH: Not in one year. 
The TREASURER: No, not for expendi­

ture in one year; but we must provide for 
£500,000 for the local authorities this year. 
I think it is inadvisable to cut the <tmount 
down at all. 

Mr. FoRSYTH: Cannot you cut down the. 
amount for buildings? 

The TREASURER: No. The new school 
buildings and extensions to old school build· 
ings is a matter that has been too much 
neglected in th0 past, and it will have to be 
taken in hand as soon as possible. 

Hon .• J. TOLMIE: A lot of the old build­
ings are coming in now. 

The TREASURER: Yes; and sooner or 
later thE'' will have to be attended to. and 
it is necessary to meet the necessary. com­
mitments year by year. 

Mr. FORSYTH : You are going in for pur­
chasing State sawmills and State coalmines. 

The TREASURER : They are' only small 
items. The vote asked for for St<J.te flCiwmill 
is £10,000, and then there is £35,000 for a 
new fish market. T·he hon. gentleman 
seems to· be perturbed about the possibility 
of financing these works. On that score the 
hon. gentleman urged the necessity of watch­
ing the expenditure very carefully. I men­
tioned, by way of interjection, that we had 
made final arrangements with the Common 
wealth to get our quota of the loan arrange·­
ments. This will be the position of the loan 
fund for the next calendar year-

Loan cash balance, 30th 
November £1,118,951 

Allowing expenditure for 
December at the aver­
age rat-e of the previ­
ous fiv.e months of the 
year, we would have at 
31st December, 1915, a 
balance of 875,494 

Add amount which we are 
to receive from the 
Commonwealth to 31st 
De<Jember, 1916 2,562,000 

Total ... £3,437,494 
There is a certain proportion of that tied up 
in extended deposits and Australian Bank of 
Commerce sh<tres. ·The <J.mount tied up 
aggregates only £142,000. 

Mr. FoRSYTH: How much did you get 
from the SaYings Bank last year? 

The TREASURER : I can give the hon_ 
member the figures if he requires them. 
Taking away the money which will not be 
available during the year, it will leave a 
total of £3,295,494, provided, of course, the 
amount mentioned as Queensland's quota of 
the Commonwealth loan is forthcoming. That 
will be the position, which will enable us to 
carry on at the present rate of expenditure 
until a reasonable length of time after the 
end of 1916. vVe are in a safe position to -con­
tinue our present rate of expenditure until 
about April, 1917; -and, under the armnge­
ment with the Commonwealth, we are en­
titled, in 1917, as our quota from monevs 
raised overseas, to over £2,000,000. No one 
can say what will happen in twelve or four­
teen months' time, but about the money 
available for next calendar vear there can be 
very little ·doubt. " 

GOVERN:lfE!'rT ME~iBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Hon. E. G. Theodore.l 
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: There has been no one more 
opposed than I, in times past, to the policy 
of " borrow, boom, and burst," and the hon. 
member for Murrumba has agreed with me 
that in good times we should go slow and in 
times of depr~ssion we should spend as much 
.as we reasonably can. I have always main­
tained it would be suicidal, in times of de­
pression, to cut down our loan expenditure, 
and the proposal of the Opposition shows 
how much worse it would have been for the 
people of Queensland if they had been in 
power and had cut down the expenditure on 
pubhc works. It would have thrown men 
out of employment; it would have reacted 
in commercial circles; and it would have 
intensified the depression. The Treasuror 
has shown that, fortunately, we have been 
able to carry on loan expenditure at the 
same rate as last year, and it has been n 
most fortunate thing for the people of 
Queensland that we have been able to do 
that. So far as the future is concerned, we 
have been able, not only to maintain that 
rate, but we have managed to secure that 
rate for the next twehe or fourteen months. 

Mr. FORSYTH: By the thrift of the late 
Government. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
S'l'RUCTION: We have not refrained from 
availing ourselves of the Commonwealth 
assistance, and, if the late Government had 
adopted our policy, we would have been in 
a better position. 

Mr. MuRPHY: Do you not think £3,000,000 
a big rate? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: l think it a most fortunate 
thing that the present Government have been 
able to carry on loan expenditure at the pre­
sent rate. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: It appears to me that 
the hon. gentleman is the financial star 
humourist of the 2'¥1inietry. He has told us 
if the country had been se unfortunate as to 
have a Liberal Government in power the 
most fearful things were going to happen, 
and yet he has told ns he is living upon 
the money that we left to him by the careful 
financing of the late Government. The 
Treasurer told us the other dM' that because 
of the thriftiness and careful "admi~istration 
of the late Government. the present Govern­
ment were in the peeition of having loan 
money sufficient to carry on until March of 
next year. Seeing that for all the vears the 
Liberal Government were in office thev were 
able to make both ends meet and have' a sur­
plus, I wonder J:>Y. what process. of reasoning 
the Hon. the Mm1ster for Pubhc Instruction 
has arrived at the conclusion that the con­
tinuance in office of the late Government for 
another two months was going to transform 
this State into a condition of destitution. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
The policy of "cut down." 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: It is wonderful what 
a knowledge the hon. gentleman has of what 
the policy of the late Government would be. 
I think the hon. ,;;entleman ought to be very 
well satisfied with the position in which he 
finds himself by the careful administration of 
the late GovernmenL ·It is exceedino-ly 
gratifying to hear Ministers getting up ;';ne 
after anothrT, and pointing to the fact 'that 
without the thriftiness of the late Govern: 
ment, thev would have been on the financial 
rocks. The Minister for Public Instruction 

[Hon. H. F. Hardacre. 

got up fer the purpose of telling us he did' 
not believe in the "borrow, boom, and' 
burst" policy. At one time, in the days­
gone by, he did not believe in borrowing. 
It was the policv of his party not to borrow 
at all. The po!lcy of the party te which he 
belonged was opposed to borrowing ; and in 
the days gone by, when he was a new 
·disciple of the Labour party, he was opposed 
<1ltogether, as his pa.rty was, to borrowing. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC I:>rSTRDCTION : 
I never was. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: And now the party is 
just like the New South Wales party-the 
mere they can borrow the better they like it. 

Resolution 117 agreed to. 

Resolutions Nos. 118 to 153. inclusive, 
agreed to. 

WAYS AND MEANS. 
RERUMPTION oF Co~Iii!ITTEE. 

(Mr. BertJ·am, Maree, in the chair.) 
The TREASURER moved-

" (a) 'l'hat, towards making good the· 
Supply granted to His Majesty for the­
service of the year 1915-16, a further sum 
not exceeding £3,166,572 be granted out 
of the consolidated revenue fund, ex­
clusive of the moneys standing to the 
credit of the loan fund account. 

" (b) That £980,141 10s. 3d. be granted: 
from trust and special fundr,, 

" (c) That £1,807,749 be granted from 
loan fund account. 

"(d) That towards making good the­
Supply grante.d to His Majesty for the 
service of the year 1914-15, a further sum 
not exceeding £525,189 3s. 8d. be granted 
out ef the consolidated revenue fund. 

1
' (e) That £453,107 18s. be granted 

from the trust and special funds. 
" (f) That £499,309 3s. 8d. be granted 

from the loan fund account. 
" (g) That, towards making good the 

Supply granted to His Majesty, on 
account, for the service of the year 1916-
11, a further RUm not exceeding £325,000· 
be granted out e£ consolidated revenue 
fund. 

"(h) That £50,000 be granted from 
trust and special funds. 

"(i) That £150,000 be granted from 
loan fund account." 

Question put and passed. 

The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN re­
ported that the Committee h<1>Cl come to cer­
tain resolutions. 

The resolutions were received and agreed 
to. 

APPROPRIATION BILL No. 4. 

FIRST AND SECOND READINGS. 

The TREASURER presented a Bill 
tounded upon the resolutions and it was 
read a first time. He thBn moved that the 
Bill be now read a second time. 

Mr. SWAYNE: Before this Bill goe& 
through I want to draw attention to the 
general attitude of the Government and their 
conduct in regard to questions put by hon. 
memberB. 

The SPEAKER: The hon. member is not 
in order in discussing that question on the 
second rBa.ding of the Bill. 
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:\'lr. SW A YNE : I understood that we are 
within our rights always whe':'- supply is 
asked, in bringing up any gnevances, or 
making any comments. 

The SPEAKER: Order l The hon. mem­
ber had 135 resolutions before the House a 
few moments ago, and had ample oppor­
tunities of discussing any grievances he may 
have. The que•·tion now is that the Bill 
be now read a second time. 

Mr. SW A YKE: What I would like to 
point out is that although \Ve have had 

those resolutions before us, I ·do 
[9 p.m.] not think there was any oppor-

tunity of drawing attention to 
the conduct of the Governm<Jnt, and it seems 
to me that it is a time-horoured custom that 
we have the right to discuss grievances when 
granting Supply 

The SPEAKER : The hon. member will 
not be in order. The hon. member well 
knows or should know, that on the second 
readin'o- of a Bill, the principles of the Bill 
onlv c~n be discussed, and I now ask him to 
discusB the principles of the Bill, and tD obey 
my ruling. 

::ifr. SWAYNE: I have the Bill here, and 
I notice that we are asked to apply certain 
sums of money out of the consolidated 
revenue fund to the service of the years 
ending on the last days of June, 1916 an.d 
1917, and certain further sums. Before I 
vote for that, I want to make some comments 
on th<' conduct of those who will have the 
handfino- of this money during the next few 
months."' This is the last day of the session, 
I presume, and it seems a fitting opportunit:y: 
to get the inform<ltion I desire. I would like 
to point out that certain information has 
been asked for by certain members of the 
House and that information has not been 
granted. For instance, to--day I asked the 
Chief Secretarv--

The SPEAI{ER : Order l I hope the hon. 
member will obey my ruling. 

Mr. SW AYNE: I h<1ve it here on my 
. authority that at variollS stag:es of these 
Bills we- have certain rights in the matter. 

The SPEAKER: The hon. member has not 
the right to make those statements on this 
question. He knows as well as I do that 
on the second reading of Bills the principle 
alone oon be discussed. 

Mr. SWAYNE: If you will let me quote 
my authority--

The SPEAKER : The hon. member knows 
the course to take if he desires to disagree 
with my ruling. 

Mr. SWAYNE: What I could do wouJ.d 
be to move that your ruling be di1oagreed 
to. 

Hon. J. TOLMIE: You must give three days' 
notice. 

Question put and paswd. 
COMMITTEE. 

Clause 1 put and passed. 
Clause 2 put and passed. 
Mr. SWAYNE: Mr. Coyne--

The CHAIRMA:'-< : The hon member IS 
too l<1te. 

On clause 3-" Appropriati'on of sums voted 
for supply services"-

Mr. SWAYNE: He desired to move the 
exclusion of the clause on account of the 
unsatisfactory reply he got just previously. 

The TREASURER : From the Speaker? 

1915-9 K 

Mr. SWAYNE: No, owing to the unsatis­
factory attitude of the Government. He con­
sidere.d that the Government had been dis­
courteous, and he might sa,Y untruthful, in 
some of the replies to questions put by that 
side of the House. They were asked. m good 
faith for the public welfare. For n;st.ance, 
a promise that h<lid been made to him that 
day had not been kept. He asked for cer­
tain information as to the disposal of profits 
.arising out of certain transactions. If he 
understood the Chief Secret<lry correctly, he 
promised that before the House rose they 
should rret that information, but it had not 
been gi~Pn. Again, he had reaBon to think 
that the answer he got to a questwn regard­
ing a notification to members of the public 
service in. reference to recrtutlng "\Vas an 
evasion of the truth. He <1sked whether it 
was true that a circular had been issued to 
Government servants, advising them that 
their positions would . not be . kept ope~ If 
thev enlisted. He received a direct negatiVe, 
.ancl yet he found that th_e follo\\:ing notifica­
tion was made to profe&diOn<1l officers :-

" Public Service Bom·d. 
" It is recommended that no further 

officers of the profession<!! staff be 
granted leave of absence to join the 
Australian Imperial Forces." 

'!.'hat had been issued by the secretary to 
the Public Service Board, and marked 
"Approved," with the initials of the Trea­
surer, "E.G.T." Yet he was wld that 
nothing of the kiJ<d had emanated from the 
Government. He also desired to refer to the 
disrrraceful reply to the hon. member for 
~'a';.wick. Some time ago some people came 
to Queensland with the avowed intention of 
preventing recruiting. They had the use of 
Government stettmer~, and so on. He had 
no desire to go into that aspect of the ques­
tion, but he thought that the Government 
h<J~d every reason to be ashamed of them­
selves. He was particulariy surprised to 
hear such a reply from the Assistant Home 
Secretarv. He actually sneered at the hon . 
member's religious belief. He talked about 
his pseudo christianity, and so on, and he 
thouo-ht that such replic·> gave them ample 
caus~ for complaint against the c<;eupants 
on the Treasury benches. The questiOn was 
asked in good faith. 

Hon. J. HuxHAM: It was not. 

Mr. SW A YNE : Some of them had sent 
their sons to the front, and it \vas only too 
necessary that they should be backed up by 
others, yet the_y had reason to think th~t 
members opposite had, at any rate, a certam 
amount of sympathy with such persons -as he 
had mentioned. He could quote many other 
instances. He did not think that too much 
emphasis could be put on the sort of reply 
that members of the Opposition had got from 
the occupants of the front Treasury bench. 

Question put and passed. 

Cl<iuses 4 to 8, inclusive, schedule, and 
r,reamble, put and passed. 

The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN re-­
ported the Bill without amendment. 

THIRD READING. 

On the motion of the TREASURER, the 
Bill was read a third time, •and ordered to 
be transmitted to the Legislative Council 
for their concurrence by message in the usual 
form. 

Hon. E. G. Theodore.J 
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MERINDA TO BOWEN COALFIELDS 
RAILWAY. 

PLAN, ETc., RETURNED FROM COUNCIL. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of 
a message from the Council, intimating that 
.ney had approved of the plan, section, and 
book of reference of the above railway. 

At 9.20 p.m., 
The SPEAKER vacated the chair until a 

quarter to 10 o'clock. 

LAND ACT AMENDMENT BILL. 

MESSAGE FROM THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

'l'he SPEAKER announced the receipt of 
the following message from the Legislative 
Council:-

" Mr. Speaker, 
"The Legislative Council, having 

had under consideration the message of 
the Legislative Assembly of date 20th 
December, relative 'to the Land Act 
Amendment Bill, beg now to intimate 
that they-

" Further insist on their amendments 
in the Bill to which the Legislative As­
sembly insist on disagreeing, because 
these clauses constitute a direct and open 
violation of one of the most essential 
terms of contract solemnly entered into 
between two parties-the Crown and the 
les"ecs. The history of the legislation 
with respect to Crown lands in Queens­
land shows that it has, with the excep­
tion of .an interval from 1902 to 1905, 
always been recognised that some limita­
tion should be placed on the amount of 
rent which the pastoral lessees were 
called upon to bear. 

" The progress of the country is in no 
small measure due to the expenditure 
which the Crown tenants have made 
on the faith of their contracts with the 
Crown. The Land Act of 1905, which 
was passed by the assent of the Legisla­
tive Council and by all parties in the 
Legislative Assembly, recognised, con­
firmed, and embodied the principle that 
rent of the' pastqral lessees should not 
be increased more than 50 per cent. at 
any assessment. 

" The Land Act of 1910 again recog­
nised and confirmed this covenant with 
respect to both pastoral lessees and graz­
ing farmers under the provisions of the 
1884 Act. 

"'l'he arguments of the Legislative 
,Council are not, as alleged by the mes­
sage from the Legislative Assembly, neces­
sarily based on the major premiss that 
.all repudiation is an-athema; nor c'Ln 
the Legislative Council agree with the 
reasoning of the Legislative Assembly 
that bee a use in some instances of re­
latively minor importance «Iterations 
have been introduced into the Land Acts 
which may affect existing tenants, that 
therefore wholesale repudiation in every 
.shape and form 'must be regarded as 
right.' In one of the instances given by 
the Legislative Assembly the rights of 
existing lessees are expressly protected. 

" The reference to the conditions im­
posed on lessees with respect to the 
eradication of noxious weeds and of 
prickly-pear (the Land Act of 1910, sec­
tion;; 136 to 144) are inappliooble, inas­
much as this duty was imposed not only 

IHon. W. McCormack. 

on lessees but on all occupiers and 
owners of land in Queensland by the 
Local Authorities Acts, 1902-1910, sec­
tions 154-158B. 

" In most of the Land Acts, notably 
in the Land Acts of 1902 and 1905, where 
modifications have been made in the 
existing tenures of lessees, the Crown J;«s 
offered to the lessee terms whiCh 
operated as a compensat!on for any loss 
sustained by an alterahon of the con­
tract. 

" In the present instance the proposed 
violation of the contract goes to the ;root 
of the bargain, and would affect disas­
trously the honour of the Crown and the 
security of the tenant; and because-

(a) The Legislative Council refuses 
to repudiate any lawful contract law­
fully entered into by the Crown; and 

(b) The Legisla~ive Council_ cannot 
associate itself with any pohcy that 
would tend to destroy that security of 
tenure on which the development and 
prospcri ty of our pastoral industry so 
intimately depend. 

"ARTHUR MoRGAN, , 
" President. 

" Levislative Council Chamber, 
'~Brisbane, 21st December, 1915.'' 

MESSAGE DECLARING BILL " LOST." 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
1 move that the Bill be now returne.d to the 
Legislative Council with the following mes­
sage:-

"Mr. President, 
"The Legislative Assembly having had 

under conbideration the message of the 
Legislative Council of date 21st De­
cember further insisting on their amend­
ments in the Land Act Amendment Bill, 
to which the Legislative Assem~ly. have 
already disagreed, beg now to mtim_ate 
that the Legislative Assembly bemg 
unable to concur in the said amendments, 
the Bill, in the terms of the Parliamer;­
tary Bills Referendum Act of 1908, Is 
now lost. 
" Legislative Assembly Chamber, 

"Brisbane, 21st December, 1915." 

At 9.50 p.m., 
The SPEAKER vacated the chair until a 

quarter past 10 o'clock. 

SPECIAL ADJOURNMENT. 

The PREMIER: I beg to move tha~ the 
Assembly at its rising, do adjourn until to­
morrow 'at 7 o'clock p.m. I regret the 
necessity, Mr. Speaker, for a motion for this 
adjournment as I was in hopes that we would 
have wound 'up the business this evening, but 
on account of the action of the Legislative 
Council in adjourning on the very eve of ~he 
closing of business, and thereby endangermg 
the public servants of Queen~land frorr: get­
ting their pay before the Chris~mas ho~Idays, 
it is necessary for us to adJourn trll to­
morrow. I hope that the Council will not 
take up an attitude that is so unfair to such 
a large body of public servants. 

GovERN:I!ENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 
Question put and passed. 

. The House adjourned at twenty minutes 
past 10 o'clock. 




