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Ind1tstrial A1·bitration Bill. [5 NoVEMBER.] Questions. 1853 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

FRIDAY, 5 NovE~IBER, 1915. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. W. McCormack, Cairns} 
took the chair at half-past 3 o'clock. 

QUESTIONS. 

SALE OF DREDGE "GROPER." 

Mr. BARBER (Bundaberg) asked the 
Treasurer-
. " 1. What was the date of the sale of 

Government dredge ' Groper ' ? 
" 2. Was the vessel disposed of by 

public auction or by tender ; if by the 
latter, on what date were such tenders 
called? 

" 3. 'What were the number of tenders 
received-( a) The respective amounts; 
(b) name of successful tenderer? 

'' 4. What was the net amount realised? 
" 5. In addition to the hull, what 

number of boilers and parts of machinery 
were included in the transactiqn? " 

The TREASURER CHon. E. G. Theodore, 
Chillagoe) replied-

" 1. Tenders closed on 5th May, 1915. 
" 2. By tender. Advertised on 29th 

April, 1915, and following dates. 
"3. Five :-,J. Anderson, £251; Cleg­

horn, Hopkins, and Company, Limi­
ted, £325; Peters' Slip, £376 12s. 6d.; 
Peter Moffatt, £35; Louis A. Le Lamer, 
£30. 

" 4. The highest tender was accepted, 
and £376 12s. 6d. was received. 

" 5. Two condemned boilers ; one 
set compound engines with broken 
and patched crankshaft and various 
wheels and shafting, which it was con­
sidered would cost more to remove than 
they wPre worth, were left in the hull 
and wld with it." 

PRICKLY-PEAR ON CROWN LANDS. 
Mr. CORSIER (Burnett) asked the Secre­

tary for Public Lands-
" What action does he propose to take 

to clear unselected Crown lands, lightlv 
infested with prickly-pear, and which 
are, as can be proved, reinfesting-(a) 
farms of selectors who have cleared 
their lands under compulsion by the 
Crown; (b) the roads of a local authority 
which, after being freed of pear, must 
be kept free at the entire cost to the 
ratepayers? " 
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. J. M. Hunter, Maranoa) replied-

" The Government proposes to over­
come this difficulty by offering such lands 
in terms sufficiently attra,tive to induce 
selectors to take it up and clear it." 

PUBLICATION OF QUESTION. 
Mr. COLLINS (Bowen), in the absence of 

Mr. H. J. Ryan, asked the Acting Minister 
for Justice-

" 1. As the ' Courier ' proprietary, 
which invariably publishes all questions 
asked in Parliament, suppressed cet·tam 
questions asked by me relative to their 
catering for German residents by the 
publication of several pagf's of German 
matter, will he take measures to refuse 
the said ' Courier ' proprietary adver­
tisements until a satisfactory explanation 
is forthcoming? 

" 2. Will he cause my questions and 
the answers thereto to 'be published in 
the 'Government Gazette,' alongside 
the accounts of our soldiers' heroism at 
Galli poli ? " 

HoN. J. A. FIHELLY (Paddington) 
replied-

" 1 and 2. I will make inquiries with 
a view to meeting the wishes of the hon. 
member." 

PAPERS. 
The following papers, laid on the table, 

were ordered to be printed :-
Report of the Department of Public 

\Vorks for the year ended 30th June, 
1915. 

Report bv the trustees of the Agricul­
tural ·Bank of Queensland for the 
vear C'nded 30th June, 1915. 

Rep;rt of the Engineer for Harbours 
and Rivers for the year ended 30th 
June, 1915. 

METROPOLITAN WATER SUPPLY AND 
SEWERAGE ACT AMENDMENT 
BILL. 

THIRD READING. 
On the motion of the SECRETARY FOR 

PUBLIC WORKS (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 
Chillago• ), this Bill, read a third time, wa5 
ordered to be transmitted to the Legislative 
Council by me,~age in the usual form. 

REFERENDA PROPOSALS. 
AGREEliiENT AT PREMIERS' Co:<rFERENCE. 

The TREASURER : Mr. Speaker,-! desire 
to make a statement r,elating to matters 
arising out of the Premiers' Conference. 

The SPEAKER : Is it the' pleasure of the 
House that the Treasurer be allowed to 
make a statement? 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
The TREASURER : The Premier com­

municated to me last night by urgent tele­
gram the text of the agreement arrived at 
by the Premiers, and agreed to by th<> Prime 
Minister of the Commonwealth, in reference 
to matters bearing on the proposed referenda 
question. This is the full text of the com­
n1unication-

" Following upon the discussion which 
arose at the Financial Conference of 
the Premiers on the occasion of the 
visit of the Prime Minister, this con­
ference of Premiers suggests that so as 
to a void the necessity of taking- a poll 
of the electors next month. the Uommon­
wealth authorities concur in the proposal 

[Han. E. G. Theodore. 

to postpone the referendum during the 
war on the following conditions :-

(1) The Premiers to bring forward 
in their respective State Parliaments 
legislation providing for the reference 
during the war and for the following 
vear after declaration of peace to the 
Commonwealth Parliament under sec­
tion 51, subsection (37), of the Consti­
tution of the po¥.ers sought by the 
sugge.'' ted alteration of the Constitu­
tion, subject to the following limita­
tions:--

(A) Railways the property of the 
States to be exempted from the 
Commonwealth power so far as re­
gards the control of management 
of such railways and rates and fares 
on such railways. 

(B) In lieu of proposal number 3, 
" Industrial matters," to substitute 
the following:-

(a) Employment and unemploy­
ment; 

(b) Strikes and lockouts; 
(c) The maintenance of industrial 

peace; 
(d) The settlement of industrial 

disputes; 
(2) The Premiero at a later date to 

consider what powers they will invite 
their respective local Parliaments to 
surrender permanently under section 
51, subsection (35), of the Constitution. 

(3) With a view to removing any 
doubt as to the power of the State 
Parliaments under sDction 51, subsec­
tion (37), to refer any matter for limited 
time only, an Act of the Imperial Par­
liament to be sought if thought neces­
sary to make that power clear, and to 
ratify what has been done under it." 

I received an urgent telegram subsequently 
from the Premier, stating that this agreement 
had been unanimously adopte,d by the' State 
Premiers, and concurred in by the Prime 
::Vfinister, and that an announcement had 
been made in the Federal Parliament at 
midnight last night informing them that 
the agreement had been arrived at. So that, 
presumably, steps will be tak('n to postpone 
the submission of the referenda proposals, 
which it was understood would have been 
done on 11th December next, until the adop­
tion bv the respective Parliament" of the 
necessa'ry !egisla tion to giv,e effect to the 
agreement. The alternative to the adoption 
of this legislation would be, of course, the 
submission of the referenda. As the agree­
ment seems so eminently practical a solu­
tion of the difficulti<>s with which the com­
munitv was faced, it is quite probable, I 
think: that all the Parliaments will agree 
to what the Premiers have done, and will 
no doubt pass the nccPBsary legislation. It 
seems to me an eminently reasonable solu­
tion of the difficulty, and confers the oppor­
tunity of doing away with the necessity for 
any controversy at all upon the question of 
amending the Constitution. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBER8: Hear, hear! 
HoN. J. TOLMIE (Toowoomba) : Mr. 

Speaker--
The SPEAKER : Order ! Does the hon. 

member desire to make a statement? 
Hon. J. TOLMIE: I do. 
The SPEAKER : Is it the pleasure of the 

House that the leader of the Oppooition be 
allowed to make a statement? 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
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Hox. J. TOLMIE: I only want to S<LY 
that the 'freasurer was good enough to show 
me a copy of the statement he has just read, 
and I rejoice that the agreement has re­
moved the· necessity of political warfare 
being carried on in the country at this time. 
I have not the slightest doubt that it will 
be a source of great relief to the people of 
Queensland to know that there will be no 
occasion to carry on a political campaign 
just now. It is unnecessary to go into the 
details of the business further than for me 
to say that I personally am very glad to see 
that the necessity has passed away for the 
carrying out of that campaign. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

SUPPLY. 
RESL:YPTION OF CmrMITTEE-SECOND ALLOTTED 

DAY. 
(J.fr. Coyne, H'arrego, in the chair.) 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WoRKS. 
INSPECTION OF MACHINERY AND SCAFFOLDING. 

Question-That £11,870 be granted for 
" Inspection of Machinery and Scaffolding, 
Department of Public Works"-again stated. 

Hox. J. TOLJHIE: The Under Secretary 
of the Department of Public Works had been 
good E>nough to send him, before the House 
met, a copy of the annual report of the 
Chief Inspector of Machinery and Scaffold­
ing for the yea.r ended 30th June, 1915, which 
was only just out, and this was the first 
report of the department that they had had 
an opportunity of seeing before the Estimates 
went through. He was pleased to notice 
from it that the work of the subdepartment 
had been carried on very satisfactorily 
through the year, in the sense that there 
'had been a great immunity from accident. 
It was always gratifying to know that there 
was that immunity. He noticed also that 
reference was made to the fact that a great 
many employees did not take advanta.ge of 
the safeguards which were provided for their 
protection in the various factories and wnrk­
shops. Last night, when another matter was 
being discu•,sed, he noticed that the expressed 
will of the Chief Inspector had been given 
effect to, inasmuch as legislation was sought 
to compel the employees to take advantage 
of the protection afforded to them. That 
being done, he felt certain that the present 
_year would be even more satisfactory in the 
point he had mentioned than the last year. 
He noticed, too, that the subdepartment had 
become almost self-supporting. The pro­
<;eeds la.st year amounted to something over 
£9,000, and the expenditure was £10,920, so 
that only £2,000 had to be made up. He 
was somewhat afraid that such a good re· 
venue-producing department might fall 
rather heavily on those who were using 
machines. He did not think that it was 
the desire of the people or of the Chamber 
that the department should be one which 
pressed unduly hea.vily upon persons of 
small means, particularly beginners in the 
outside districts. A great many of their 
farmers had now to use machinery, and he 
knew that in some cases the inspection fees 
rested somewhat heavily on them. He hoped 
that this would be kept in view by the 
Minister. and, if possible, he should endeav­
our to reduce the burden placed upon the 
industry. He had heard several complaints 
that the fees were too high. and that inspec­
tions were marie which were unnecessarv 
.and it threw a burden upon the producer i~ 

that way. They should take the case of 
the producers into consideration, because 
they were absolutely dependent upon the 
producers if the State was going to sustain 
itself. If they placed too many burdens on 
the producer there was always a possibility 
of crowding him out altogether, and if they 
did that, it would mean bad times for the 
people in the cities. He was pleased to know 
that the work of the department was being 
earried out in a manner so satisfactory to 
the State. 

Mr. GUNN (Carnarvon) pointed out that 
there were two clerks down for £90 and £7C 
respectivelv. \Vhen the Liberal Government 
were in power there were manv clerks get­
ting undPr £100, and he understood that that 
was quoted as one of the sins of the late 
Go1•ernment during the late election-that 
they paid what wao considere-d a low wage. 
The people of Queensland then sent the 
present Government into power to rectify 
that sort of thing, and see that nobody got 
less than £.110 a year. 

Mr. KIRWAN: ·wasn't there a condition 
attached to that? Look at :Mr. May's 
motion. 

_Mr. GUNN: He did not know of any con­
dJtwn. He knew that times were han!, but 
they were no harder than this time last 
year, and if it was good c·nough last year it 
should be good enough new. \Vhen member& 
opposite were in opposition it was a crime 
tc pay men under ±;100 a year, but now it 
\,as all l'lght. Comparing the 'Works Esti­
mates of last year with those of this year 
he found that last vear there were sixtee~ 
clerks getting under '£100, and in tho present 
Eetimates there were also sixteen clerks "et­
ting under £100, so the position was exa~tly 
the same, although the elector•, turned the 
Libera] Government out to see that these 
clerks were paid a minimum of £110 a year. 

Mr. KIRWAN (Brisbane} drew attention 
to the fact that five clerks last year were 
getting £500, and this year they were get, 
ting £550, which showed an increase of £50 
for those five clerks. 

JYir. FoRSYTH : It may not be an increase. 

Mr. KIRWAN: The figures showed plain 
enough there was an increase. The hon. 
member for Carnarvon talked about the 
minimum of £110 a year. Did he want every 
clerk in the service-whether he had only 
b_con there one yea.r, or was only a proba­
tioner-to get £110 a year? He understood 
that that rate was to be paid when they 
reached the age of twenty-one years. When­
ever an endeavour was made to raise the 
~alaries of the· lower-paid officials, the hon. 
member for Murrumba would con-demn the 
action of the Government with all the wrath 
at his comm..tml. They knew that the present 
Government placed £5 000 on the Estimates 
i':' ;wder to give the 1r{cn ove.r twenty-one a 
ln·!ng wage, and not keep them at the wage 
pmd them by the low-" age pa,rty opposite, 
who were p~-aced in ,their right position on 
the Oprosltwn bencncs by the electors in 
May last. 

Mr. BARNES (TVancick) noticed that 
tl.ere was an increase of £700 in travelling 
expenses, and _an incrcas~ of £250 in rztil way 
fa.res and fre1ghts, makmg a total increase 
of £950. That seemed to be a big increase 
when the total amount was only £3,000 .or 
£4,000. He would like the :Minister to give 
all explanation of the increase . 

• ~fr. Barnes.] 
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Mr. PETRI"8 (Toornbul) was sorry that he 
had not an opportunity of going thoroughly 
into the report of the Chief Inspector, but 
the leadElr of the Opposition had let him 
haY<! a look at the ~opy he received, and 
from a casual glance through it it seemed 
to be a very useful report. He was pleased 
to see the increase in the number of boilers 
manufuetured in the State, and truste·d that 
in time all the boilers and other machinery 
required here would be manufactured in the 
State, and save importing them from other 
;oarts. There was no doubt that the increase 
in travelling expenses and railway fares was 
Jae to '-he extra inspection that had become 
neceR~a.ry· in the department. 'vVith regar•d 
w tho salary of the Chief Inspector, he hoped 
that that officer would not be overlooked 
v. hen the finances were in a better position. 
He had not spoken to the Chief Inspector, 
but he knew he was a good officer, and the 
dcepartment he presided over was a very im­
portant one. .tie had to interview him occa­
sionally, and always found him courteous 
and oblig·ing, m1d !w wa; well worthy of the 
position he occupied. Considering the posi­
tion he occmpic-d as head of a department 
that protected the lives and limbs of many 
people, he chould be giYen a good sal-ary 
for the position he held, The senior in­
spector was also a good man, although he 
did not know him personally,. There seemed 
to be a reduction in a number of inspectors. 
Last year there were eighteen inspectors get­
tmg £5,120, and lhis year the amount was 
reduced to £4,870. 

Mr. FORSYTH : One man less. 

::\fr. PETRIE asked if the inspectofcl of 
scaff<Jlding devoted their time entirely to 
inspecting i3caffolding? 

The SECRETARY Fon PuBLIC V.TORKS: Yes. 

Mr, PETRJ,E : There were two inspectors 
of scaffolding, and the Minister thought 
the1;e wM enough to keep them going. He 
did not want to cast any reflection on the 
inspectors of scaffolding, and those of 
machinery also, but he would like to know 
if they had to qualify by examination before 
they were appointed. He knew that the 
Chief Inspector would take good care that 
he had good men in those positions, but he 
would like to know the conditions under 
which inspectors were appointed and what 
qualifications they held. He had a reason 
for asking this, which would be disclosed 
later on when a certain other matter came 
before the House. 

Mr. FORSYTH (Murrumba): The hon. 
member for Brisbane stated that there was 
an increase in the amounts paid to five 
inspectors from £500 to £550, As a matter 
of fact, it might not be an increase at all, 
because of officers being frequently trans­
ferred and changed from one place to 
another. He understood that no officer get­
ting over £200 a year received an incr'lase 
on the Estimates. They would see that one 
inspector of scaffolding was getting £230, 
and two others were getting £210 each. 
That looked like an increase of £30 over last 
year. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: That 
was the automatic increases that we allowed 
them for last year. 

Mr. FORSYTH: He was not objecting 
to it, but he thought no increases were 

[Mr. Petrie. 

granted over £200. He noticed that £70() 
extra was asked for in connection with 
travelling expenses, but he supposed the 
reason for that was that last year £3,648 
was spent on the vote, and the department 
this year were asking for £3,700. The same 
thing applied with regard to railway fares 
and freights, printing, stationery, etc,, re­
ferred to by the hon. mamber for Warwick, 
for which £700 was put down last year, and 

there was an increase of £250 
[4 p.m.] this year. One would think the 

increase was very stiff, but the 
Auditor-General's report showed that there 
was no less than £915 spent last year. He 
supposed that the reason why the Minister 
had put down £950 this year was because 
he thought the expenditure would be less 
than that. Last year there were twenty, 
but this year only nineteen, inspectors. 

The SECRETARY FOR PL:BLIC \YORKS : There 
were two deaths, and only one vacancy 
was filled. 

Mr. FORSYTH: So they carried on with 
one inspector less. That made it look as if 
there was not very much development now, 
and perhaps there was not the same amount 
of machinery to inspect as there was before, 
as a good deal of machinery was not baing 
worked at the present tim0, and there was. 
no occasion for any increase of inspectors. 
That was probably the reason why there 
was one insp.ector less this year. The total 
amount spent last year for the whole of this 
subdepartment was only a few pounds morfr 
than the amount put down for this year. 

Mr. CORSER: What troubled him in con­
nection with this vote, as it had done right; 
through the Works Department, was the fact 
that one great grievance which the Govern­
ment had brought up at the last general 
election about the large number of civil 
servants in receipt of under £100 a year had 
now been sunk by the Government. The 
Government had secured possession cf the 
Treasury benches partly owing to the cry 
they raised about that matter, yet they found 
that there were still sixteen civil servants 
in receipt of under £100 a year on last 
year's Estimates, yet the same number 
;,ppeared again under the Estimates of a 
Labour Government. That was an extra­
ordinary state of affairs after what _Govern­
ment members said when they were m oppo­
sition. There were the same number of 
clerks receiving that salary, and the vote 
had not been increased to any great degree. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \YORKS: We 
have increased them to this degree: £10 
which they were· deprived of by your Go­
vernment in respect of last ypar. and £10• 
this year. 

Mr. CORSER: In 1914-15, £500 was given 
to the fiye clerks, and in 1915-16 £550 was 
put down, but what did they find? The 
lowest paid cle1'k in 1914-15 ,r~ceive? £80, 
while under the Labour Admmtstratton the 
lowest paid clerk received only £70. The 
highest paid clerk in ~915 received .£130, 
and the Government had mcr,eased the h1ghest 
paid clerk to £150. That meant that the 
Labour Administration had reduced the 
lowest paid clerk by £10, and increased the 
highest paid clerk by £20. (G<Jvernment 
laughter,) 

::\ir. KIRWAN: How do you know it is 
the same clerk? 
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Mr. CORSER: He was not referring to the 
same clerk, but to the position. They were 
reducing the· wages of the lowest paid clerks 
and increasing the wage:, of the highE>~t paid 
clerks. 'I'hat was clear. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: Do you know what 
salary a probationary clerk st!trts at? 

11r. CORSER: He knew it started at less 
under tho Labour Government than under 
the Liberal Government. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC \V ORKS : It does 
not. 

Mr. CORSER: Possibly some of the £700 
put down for travelling expenses was going 
to the good of those gentlemen, and very 
probably it was going to them. 

Mr. Kmv; AN: What do you think the 
auditors are doing? They know how the 
money is spent, and they know it is spent . 
according to the parliamentary vote. 

i\l[r. CORSER : The hDn. member was only 
proving his contention that the lower paid 
clerln >vere only going to receive what was 
placed on the Estimates. He would like to 
know where the £700 travelling expenses 
was going to. Pcrhap·· it was going to pay 
some of the honorary travelling inspectors' 
e'Xpensc'·, There was provi~ion here for 
son1e "palm oil" for the honorary inspec~ 
tors. There was £700 in ewess of the 
amount which had been previously pro­
vided. 

Mr. KIRWAN: Look at page 87 of the 
Auditor-General's report. 

Mr. CORSER: Then, with regard to rail­
way fares and freights, printing, stationery, 
etc., they know that the item for printing 
did not include the printing that was going 
to be circulated at election time. That was 
going· to com!.! out of the man who was 
compelled to join the union. 

The CHAIRMAK : Order ! 

}lr. CORSER : A largo excPss in the votE' 
appeared on this occasion, and hon. gentle­
men opposit<' were making every provision to 
have an accumulation of funds to. perhaps, 
gh-<' to their honorary inspectors. He merely 
rose to protest against the GovDrnment not 
keeping down, although they claimed the 
Liberal Administration neglected to do so, 
the number of public servants who were in 
receipt of less than £100 a year. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 

The hon. m!.!mber had entirely misunderstood 
the Estimates, and if he would give close 
attention to tho studv of tho Estimates he 
would not make so many mistakes. If he 
would de'vote some time to the considera­
tion of the Auditor·General's report in con­
nection with the Estimates, he would under­
stftnd the necessity for some of the increases. 

Mr. CORSER: It is the decrea,es we are 
worrying about. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
The hon. member has said that the Govern­
ment had reduced tho salary of the lowest 
paid clerk. 

Mr. CORSER: That is so-by £10. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
That was a mis-statement. As a m:1tter of 
fact, the low!.!st paid clerk in the depart­
ment who was on the last Estimates had 
received two increases since then-£10 in 
respect of last year, and £10 in respect of 

1915-5 X 

this year. The clerk whom the hon. member 
was talking about was a new cadet, about 
sixteen years of age', appointed under the 
Public Service Regulations at £60 per 
annum, and he had received an increase up 
to £70. He had only been in the depart­
ment a few month~. 

Mr. CoRSER: Why not give the lowest man 
th<· same as the last Government gave him? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
The bon. member asked why they should not 
put them in the same position in the service 
as the late G<Jvernment did under the Public 
Senice Act. The only difference was that 
they onte'red the service on the same footing, 
but this Government gave them more rapid 
prom<Jtion. Last year the late Government 
withhold the increa 'es pr!.!scribed by the 
regulations. Referring to the increases in 
railway fares and freight, printing, 
stationery, etc., from £700 to £950, the hon. 
membe1· suggested that there was some 
ulterior motive for the increased amount, but 
the fact was that, last year, although £700 
w', appropriated, there was £920 spent, and 
they were simply providing on that basis. 
The leader of the Opposition spoke of the 
foes nrovided for the members of the examin­
ing board. As he had explained last night, 
there was an intention to alter the constitu­
tion of the board, and give rc:presentation 
t,, the engineers and engine-drivers. The 
re-0 pective :o<~ .. ietics had been ac1ced to make 
the necc,sary nominations, but they had not 
done so )'et. The intention was to pav mem­
bers of the board a fee of £1 1s. a sitting for 
attcnd;ng to those duties. That was ths 
r£ason for making provi~ion for an expendi­
ture of £170 for that purpose. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: One would think from 
the remarks of the Minister that the millen­
nium had arrived since the pr0'ent Govern­
ment had assumed office. He would point 
out that some considerable time before the 
late Government went out of office they 
revised the scale of salaries for junior officers 
entering tho public service, and made the 
starting salary very much better than it was 
previouFly. With regard to the incn:a.seb 
the hon. gentleman had spoken about, he 
would remind him that the late Treasurer 
when delivering his Financial Statement' 
stated that, in consequence of the war th~ 
Government were going to hold their hands 
in the matter of expenditure, and wore not 
putting increases on the Estimate" for public 
sen. ants. As a matter of fact, the Estimates 
had been drafted on an exceedingly liberal 
scale, as hon. gentlemen on the Treasury 
bench now knew: but afterwards, in conse­
quence of the war, the Government had to 
reconsider their position before enunciating 
their financial policy. That was exactlv what 
the pre-·ent Government had had to do-they 
had had to consider their position, and thev 
had only come forward with h.clf of their 
fnune;~tl policy. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBr,IC \\'OE'C:S: We• 
had to consider our position and we came tn 
a wiser determination. ' 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: In the Financial State­
ment del_ivered by the late Treasurer it was 
mad~ qm te clear that if conditions improved 
pubhc servants would get their increases. 
Conditions did _improve, and arrangements 
were made tD give them their increases. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS : No 
arrangement was made. 



1858 Supply [ASSEMBLY.] 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: Yes, an arrangement 
was made, and a statement to that effect w;t~ 
made in this House. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: By whom? 

EoN. J. TOL::\1IE: He (Mr. Tolmie) made 
the 6t3.tc•rent on behalf of the Treasurer. 
Further than that, thev left the pre;,;ent Go­
vernment a big lump "of money with which 
to pay those increases. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \YORKS: What 
became of it'? 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: The present Govern­
ment endoaYoured to gerrymander every 
penny of it, and notwithstanding the fact 
that the"· got rid of nearly a quarter of a 
million of money they still had a surplus. 
What he wished to do was to let the public 
know who provided the money and where it 
came from. (Government laughter.) 

Hon. J. A. FF'ELLY : But they woul·d not 
believe you on 22nd M.ay. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: No; but they believed 
it now, and the public servants believed it 
now. The late Government provided in­
creases for all salarif's up to £250, and they 
paid those inc1·eases. The pre•ont Govern­
ment made the limitation £200. and it wa.s 
the familv man who suffered. ·with regard 
to the Clerks who, as the Minister had 
stated, got two rises, they got nothing more 
than they were entitled to ; they got the rise 
the late Government said they would give 
them at the end of last year, and they got 
a rise £or thi' year. The Government had 
to put those incren ses on the Estimates. 
(Government laughter.) They had not the 
effronkry to come to the Chamber, after the 
attitude they had assumed when they were 
on the Opposition benches, without putting 
something on the Estimates for those in­
creases, bnt they took jolly good eare that 
they kept the amount down as low as they 
possibly could, and that they made the pro­
ducers pay for it. 

Mr. PETRIE: With regard to the in­
speetors of sca.ffolding, he should like the 
Minister to answer his question as to whether 
the inspectors of t.caffolding had to undergo 
•m examination before appointment. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
The inspe~tors of scaffolding were Mr. A. 
E. Cameron, Mr. J. :i\l[cKeand, and Mr. 
David Hunter, all of whom, he understood, 
had been connected with the building trade 
and were competent carpenters who had had 
considerable expericmce in connection with 
scaffolding. He understood that they were 
considered by the Chief Inspector to be 
.competent inspectors of scaffolding. 

1\fr. PETRIE: There is no examination, then? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
'There "' ~s no <·xamination, but they had to 
satisfy tiw Chief Inspector as to their 
·qualifications to inspect sc;lffolding. 

~·Jr. FORSYTH: Did the Minister not 
know that it was distinctly stated bv the late 
Treasurer last ,January that all automatic 
increases up to £100 would be paid? 

'I'hc SECRE1'ARY FOR PUBLIC 'WoRKS: Was it 
not after we moved a want o£ confidence 
motion in the GoYcrnment? 

Mr. FORSYTH : Th0 hon. gentlc·nan was 
L·ying to mislead the Committee, but he 
would not allaw the hon. gentleman to mis-
1, ;1d them. He challenged the hon. gentle­
man to deny th' statement that the late 
Treasurer distinctly stated at the beginning 

[Flon. J. Tolmie. 

cf the year that as the finances were lookir;g 
better " auton1atic increasP'l would be patd 
w all' public Hlrvants receiving up. to £100 
o:: Y<'ar and that they got those mcreases, 
(Go.-er{,mcnt dissent.) 'That was before the 
Treasurer hear-d anything of what the 
Labour partc· intended to do. The late 
Government wcr<' not dependr nt upon the 
Lo,bour par-ty any more than the present 
Government wer-P dependent upon the 
Onpos;tion. \Vhac be objected to was to the 
lH;n. gentleman's statement ~hat the auto­
rr.atic incr0asec wer<;J not pard by .the late 
Government to pubhc servants recervmg up 
w £100 a ypar, but that those increaf•'S were 
paid b:~· the pr·.oent Government. 

'fh<' SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \YORKS: Did I 
11ot hoar you say, \vhen speaking on the 
Financial Statement, that we could have 
saved £70,000, and have added that mm to 
iiw surplu'3 this yc•:d'? 

::\lr. FORS'. TH: He was not then dis­
c-m.cing the :Juestion of wag<'s ; he. was drs­
cucsin~; other things. and he pomted out 
that the Government could haye saved at 
l0ast £180,000, and still h,n·e pa1d the whole 
0 £ the automatic increases. The Government 
could have suspended payments in connec­
tion with the sinking fund, and that would 
nave given them all the money they wanted, 
o,nd it would not ha \'C affected the finances 
one scrap. "\ person who had a revon_ue of 
£'7,000,000 or :G8.000.000 could economise. m 
a ~, reat 1nany wa~rg if he> \Vi~hed to economise. 
All the talk of the Government ~bout the 
l>uefits tllat the public sen·anto had derived 
from the Labour party was only. talk. He 
l'f··;retted that th0 Labour party drd not pay 
the incrca3cs when tlwy knew in the month 
d Match or April that the fina!lce': had 
in1proved. 

Hem. J .. \. FrHEI,LY: You admit that they 
iwld them back ? 

lllr. FORSYTH: H" did not admit that 
thev held them bade The hon. member was 
mighty cle,-er and . nhYays, very sm':trt in 
Lrying to pick up thmgs. \\ ha.t !'c sard was 
that the Governmr •1t were wrllmg to pay 
liwt monev before the E'nd of the year. 

Hon. J: A. FTHELLY: Why did they keep 
it back for ten months'! 

Mr. FORSYTH : Again the hon. gentle· 
ntan showed his abwlute ignorance of the 
finances of the country. The statement was 
made in ,J anuan· of this year that there was 
likely to be a de'ficit of no less than £300,000, 
11nd how could the:-- pay mcrea,,·es under 
ihoce conditions 9 Had the finances war­
ranted it the whole of the automatic 
increaees ~vould have been paid from the 
pre.-ious Jul:.-. A' it was, incre!'ses were 
paid for eix months in all salarres up w 
:iJ100. and th" balance would have been 
pctid had the Go,·ernmcnt remained in. office, 
'\Yhen they lmey: in the month of Apnl that 
1 ney were likelv to h,"•e the money they 
sh<.'.dd ha.-e paid the increases, _but they 
did not do so, bccauoe they beheved the 
Labour part:;· would hflve mad0 capital out 
of it at the elections. 

Mr. CARTEn : How .-irtuous you were ! 
Ivlr. FORSYTH: \Vhat he faid was abso­

lutelv true, and he defied the hon. member 
to d~nv it. Had he been in the place of the 
Gonn1ment he would have paid the increase, 
notwithstanding what the Labour pa.J:Oty 
might hanl said at the elections. 

The SECRETARY FOil PUBLIC WORKS: You 
said \Ye gaYe no increases to men receiving 
under £100 last year. 
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Mr. :FORSYTH: No, he did not say that; 
he said that the late Government gave an 
increase to every single public servant who 
was in receipt of a salary of not mo1~e than 
£100 per annum. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: That 
was only from January; we gave the increase 
right back to July. 

Mr. FORSYTH: The public servants got 
th~ir increase .. in January. Did the present 
GoYelTnnent give thmn the increases back 
to July? 

The dECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \YORKS: Back 
to July. 

M1-. FORSYTH: He understood that 
wh<· a the late Government paid the increases 
in January they paid them back to July. 
Did the hon. gentleman mean to say that 
the increasces only started in January? 

The SECRETARY l'OR PUBLIC \YORKS: They 
only started in January. 

:\1r. FORSYTH: In any case, if the late 
Gove1 "mont only rnid them back to Jan­
uary~ he thought it \Vas wrong, bcY:~ause the 

auton1atic increast;s ·were sup­
[4.30 p.m.] posed to start from J·uly. In any 

case, tho GoYernn1ent intended 
to pay the full .amount rig·ht to the end of 
the year. At least they mid so. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: You should lmm\ the 
fa.ct before you make wild charges. 

Mr. FORSYTH : He did not know that 
fact. But 1d1cther they did it or not, ho 
thought it >va·s only right that the increases 
should have been paid right back to July. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
The hon. mem.ber for Murrumba had now 
shifted his ground. He was taking up a 
different attitude from the attitude he t{JOk 
up on the Financial Statement. On the 
Financial Statement, he contended that none 
of the automatic' increases should have been 
paid, and that none of the payments should 
have been made out of consolidatPd revenue 
which were made by wa:,· of adjustment at 
the end of the financial year. 

Mr. FoRSYTH: ·what year? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
This year. It was to be found on page 1366 
of the pamphlet "Hansard." 

The CHAIRMA::'-J : Order ! The hon. 
member will not be in order in quoting from 
a previous debate of this session. He may 
refc.r to it. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
He just "·ant<>d to refer to ir. The hon. 
n,embcr said that the Treawrer had no less 
than £240,000 surplus on the 30th June-

" There ran be no denying that fa~t, 
beC'J,use the figures are in his ov, n Staten1ent. 
He .<tJ.tf'3 that h,. took away from the loan 
fund and dr,bited revenue ith £52,000 in 
<:Oiinedion with wooden building.. . . . 
That wao< don<> years before. Jli1r. Kid,ton, 
when he had a l<nge surplus, di·d the same 
thing, and I do not blame him for doing 
thes<' things, so long as the money is not 
w mtcd for anything els". Then the.re was 
£85,000 depreciation on loan. That was 
taken from loan and debited against revenu8. 
Then he took £42,000 from trust funds. He 
<Jredited trust funds and debited ren•nue 
for that amount. Counlcd"with that he gave 
the £56.000 in connection with the automatic 
in<:rca&es, and the total amount of the money 

to which I referred is £236,000, which 
with a small balance brought forwar·d of 
£3,000 or £4,000 gives tho total of £240,000. 

"The Treasurer: Don't 'you think those 
items should h<tve beon paid. out of revenue? 

" Mr. lforsyth: I say most emphatically 
the hon. gentlmnan \Vas wrong to do it." 

:Mr. FoRSYTH: You read on a little 
further. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
It continued-

" If the hon. gentleman had anticipated 
a buoyant year this coming year, and had no 
idea o£ putting on extra taxation, then he 
would have been perfectly justified in doing 
what he did." 

Mr. FORSYTH: You go on 'and read it. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
lle could not read the whole lot. The han. 
n1mnber's remark \va.s: " I sav 1nost 0111-
phatically that t:he hon. gentleman was 
wrong to have paid that out of revenue." 
lie could come to no other <:Oltc;u.,icn than 
that tho hon. member would have ret-ained 
tlmt, and added it to the surplus, and-by 
>Gmehow e-vading the Audit Act-used it as 
L.:veuue for the present year. 1-Io,v-evcr, 
there was no getting away from the fact 
that the present Government not only pro­
vided this :; ear for increa-.cs up to £2~0, but 
e Lo on salarie·' on lecg than £100 last year. 
The balance of the amount was paid, so that 
the public cervant; got their increases from 
the lst July until the end of the ye·ar. 

Hox. J. A. FIHELLY: He wanted to 
clear up one little point referred to by the 
hon. member for :\1urrumba. \Yhile he was 
speaking, he (Mr. Fihe:Iy) interjc :te,J that 
the late Government had ten months-really 
eleven months-to consid<lr the question of 
whether thly would pay the pubhc servants 
for the whole vear. 

2\lr. FORSYT.;I: How did they have ten 
months, when they only had the money 
co1ning in ? 

HoN. J. A. FIHELL Y: The han. member 
then ),welled his usual ch,wge against th.1t 
side of ignQrance, stupidity, and so on, his 
one reply to criticism, and the leader of the 
Opposition told him quietly that the increases 
alwa;' went back to July. 

Mr. FoRSYTH: He said that they only paid 
from January. 

HoN. J. A. FIHELLY: And, to add to 
the hon. member's discomfiture, the fact 
was that the present Government had paid 
them from July, beca.me they ,;·c·•·e entitled 
to them from July. But when the prc·,cnt 
GoYcrnmcnt came into office, the public 
wervants g.ot a full year's back monc7 of 
whd tho late GoYern~11ent doliberat0ly 
robbh.l them. 

Hon. J. ToL:\IIE: Th~t is absolutely untrue. 

II oN. J. A. :B'IHELL Y: The junior clerks 
in the public service got their automatic in· 
cr,eases right back to July. He· just wanted 
to say that to clear away any misappre· 
hension. 

Hox. J. TOLMIE: He could not allow the 
sLtement of the hon. member to go without 
replying to it. The late Govcrnmf'nt paid 
from J anuury of the pr.esent year up to 
July, and, of course, for the corrc<ponding 
six months of the year they were not paid. 

Han. J. Tolmie.l 
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They started paying them when they could 
get the money. 'I'he Under Secretary for 
the· Treaoury, as soon as they started to pay 
them, announced that there would probably 
be a deficit of £300,000. What Government 
would go on with additional expenditure 
under those circumstances ? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC ·wORKS : Does 
the han. member say that we only paid from 
January'! 

Hox. J. TOL;\HE: No. 
Han. ,T. A. FIHELLY : I am not talking 

about vom· Government. I say that we· paiJ 
the full year. 

HoK. J. TOLJ\1IE: The han. member's 
Government paid for the back six months. 
The late Government went very carefully 
into the matter and could not come to the 
same conclusion as the Under Secretary of 
the Tr<'asury. They did ·not •blame the 
Under Secretary. He was a very careful 
officer, and when he sa''' a possible danger 
h(' did his duty. The be't of men would 
somE'times make mistakes, particularly when 
they had to judge on conditions that were 
changing. The Government felt that tha 
thing would come out right in the end. 
and so it did, with tho rco.ult that they had 
not a deficit of £300,000 but a profit of 
£2c10,000, which they left to the present Go· 
vernment, wh0, fmding tbat they had an 
o-.;.-.erflowing Treasury, endeavoured to n1ako 
good in every pos"ible \vay, to improve their 
position with the public servants. Tlwy did 
S) at the expenee of the late Government, 
at tho expense of the careful administration 
o£ t.he late Government. 

The CHAIR:l\1AN: Order! I want to sav 
to han. members thct, by interjection, cm:­
tain questions have crept into the debate 
which have drawn it away hom the question 
before the Committee. To deal now with 
the whole of the financial position of the 
Gov.ernment is irrelevant and out of order, 
and I wiil a'.k han. members to now confine 
themseh·es entirely to the vote for machinery 
and scaffolding. I think han. members will 
admit that I have given them the oppor· 
tunit:· oi replying. 

HaN. J. TOLMIE: He simply rose for 
the pm·pose of replying to tha statement that 
was made. and to show that the late Go­
vernment were justified in doing what they 
·did. Had they, when they knew thay were 
on a safe footing, d('·,irr)d, perhaps, to put 
thems·olves in a false position with the public, 
thev would have paid all those salaries, but 
they preferred to act on the lines which 
they did. Had they got back, the public 
ser~·ant·- would have been paid, every one of 
them, because they had the money to do 
it. But they "ere not going to pay them 
just before th<: election, and go to the country 
with a stigma of having to force the elec­
tion in their f1.vour by buying the position. 
That was a plain statement of faotc, and the 
public would realise it. 

2\.Ir. G 'Gl\1:'\1 : After the ruling of the 
Chairman, ha would like to refer to another 
matter. He un•lerstood that the Government 
motor garag·e nm" was placed under the 
supervision of the Public Works Department. 
He ,,,auld like to know if there were more 
oars now in the service of the Government 
than there were und!'r the late Government. 

The SECEET,\RY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: Not 
any more. 

[Han. J, Tolmie. 

Mr. G'CNN: \Yell, there seemed to him 
to be a great many more running about 
the ,treets. The late Liberal Government 
must have left the cars in the backyards 
or the fowlhouses; but under the present Go­
vernment they had escaped from the back­
yards and fowlhouser, and now one could see 
them in the streets at any hour of the day 
m night. (Laughter.) He did not know 
whether it was Government work or not. If 
it were. it appeared that the opposite sex 
occupied g great number of the seats. He v: as 
not <'•1mplaining in any way about the pre­
sent Government using motor-cars and driv­
ing their ives and friends about the city; 
he was rather glad-far better than going to 
picture shows. (Laughter.) But when they 
were in pow0r, it was always held up to 
them a"' sinful even to rido in a motDr-c::tr, 
let alone use the Government motor·car in 
that w:ty. 

The CHAIRI\'fAN: The han. membor is 
referrin,. to a maHer alr~adv dealt with. 
The ite;n for the motor garage was in tho 
previous vote. 

:~r. GUNN: He had there' a report from 
the Chief Inspector of Machinery and Scaf­
folding, a paragraph of which read-

'" Thn Government motor garage estab­
lished last year has been placed under 1 

rny supervision. Tho repairs ntce~.sary in 
keeping the d~part1nental cars and motor­
cyclf'~ in order--" 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The han. mom­
be,· may deal with the supervi,ion of the 
garage, but he cannot deal with other 
ll1L':tterF. 

::1Ir. GUNJ\1: That was what he wanted 
to d•:al with, and that was why he got his 
remarks in there, because he thought it was 
the most suitable place. 

Qucotion put and passed. 

LABOcR AXD FACTORIE~. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \YORK& 
mon.J that £10,850 be granted for "Labour 
and Factories." He did not know whether 
it '\as nect s •arv to refer in detail to the 
change•, that had taken placa. 

Han. ,J. Toum: : I think it would be well 
tu give us a good deal of information. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
He could refer in a general way to the 
reorganisation that had taken place in that 
subdepartment. As was well known, a 
Director of Labour was appointed. It was 
decided by the present Government that the 
Labour Bureau and the system of factories 
and shops inspection should be remodelled, 
and placed on a more satisfactory footing. 
The Govcrnmc·nt recognised that in order 
to do this effectively, and do the v, ork which 
was •·upposed to be carried out in an 
efficient manner, it was necessary that there 
should be a reorganisation. Before the 
Government took office the total number 
of officers employed was twenty-nine, and 
their su·vices were not utilised in the most 
favourable or the most desirable way, but 
under the reorganisation scheme a change 
had been brought about. A Director of 
Labour had been appointed, there were also 
additional inspectors of factories and shops, 
and the system of labour exchanges had been 
Pntircly altered and placed on a different 
footing and was now working under an Act 
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passed this session. The number of officers 
had been increased from twenty-nine to forty­
five. There were additional appointments in 
connection with the inspectorial duties in 
this department. The Director of Labour, 
Mr. Vv. R. Crampton, was down for 
£400. The; Chief Inspector of Factories 
was getting £330, the same as last year. 
The Chief Inspector still retained that 
title and had control of that part of the 
duties of the subdepartment which included 
the inspection o£ factories and shops. He 
was the official head of the inspectorial staff, 
and all reports went to him. The general 
supervision of the department and the 
immediate control of the organisation of the 
labour exchanges was placed in the hands 
of l'l1r. Crampton. There were certain new 
appointments made of new inspectors, and 
there were a good many alterations in 
regard to their location so as to get the 
most effective work out of them. In this 
way the department was put on a thoroughly 
sound footing. 'l'ho effects of the reorganisa­
tion were already being felt in every district 
in which the department was operating. 
Breaches of awards and breaches of the Act 
were being discovered with greater facility 
than ever before, and there had been more 
prosecutions. It was not that the depart­
ment was any more rigorous in enforcing 
prose~utions, but they were certainly more 
successful under the present system than 
unde1· that which prevailed previous to the 
reorganisation. Previously, inspectors were 
stationed in districts for months without 
finding any evasions or breaches of the Act. 
Since the new arrangement the prosecutions 
had greatly increased in number. The 
labour exchanges were now working in a 
very satisfactory manner. The system was 
still in its infancv so far as usefulness was 
concerned, but the reorganisation · of the 
system had done something towards getting 
over the evil of unemployment. Comparing 
the number of men who passed through the 
Labour Bureau under the old system with 
the number who used the labour exchanges, 
they would find that where scores pas,ed 
through under the old svstem thousands were 
the number who used t'he labour exchanges, 
Employers and employees were brought 
together in closer relationship, and the 
interests of both were well served. 

Mr. BARNES: Are you succeeding m find­
ing employment for them? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
Oh, yes,. they have succeeded in placing a 
numbH. The employers were expressing 
their beliPf that the system would turn out 
satisfactorily. Hitherto, the number of 
employers depending on the bureau was not 
very great, but the employers found that 
they could rei:-;· on the labour exchanges to 
secure them reliable labour without irrita­
tion or annoyance and without cost. It 
was intended to develop the system of 
labour exchanges .in every centre of th,., 
State where an officer or representative 
would be stationed, and everyone who desired 
labour would be registered as also those 
who wished to secure employment. It often 
happened that while there was a scarcitv 
of labour in one part of the State there 
were men in need of work in another part, 
and by using the exchanges both employers 
and employees in these places could be 
brought into touch with each other. If men 
in Brisbane were out of work. and it was 
found that employment was offering in the 

remoter parts of the State, they would be 
assisted by the State to proceed there and 
take advantage of that work. He hoped 
hon. monbers would visit the head office 
in Edward street, and discuss the working 
of the system with the officers there, when 
they would under.,tand thoroughly what was 
being done. The ide:1 was to serve both 
employers and employees. The permission 
of the Postmaster-General was being sought 
to allow the post offices to be used to place 
letter-cards there, so that an employer who 
desired to obtain labour could write his 

·requirements on one of the cards and post 
it to the h0ad office. In the same way an 
employee needing work would use the card, 
stating his qualifications, and post the card 
straight away. The department would then 
see what labour was offering and what was 
required. The system "as an interesting one, 
and he confidently felt that it would do much 
towards solving the unemployed probleJ?. 
'I'he idea was to make labour more mobile 
and allow men to take advantage of work 
that was offering in any part of the State. 
The premi,es in Edward street were not 
commodious enough to accommodate the 
officers under the reorganisation scheme, but 
additions were being made to meet the 
difficulty. 

Hon. J. ToL~IIE: What about that question 
I asked you, about a single man who wa~ a 
unionist having preference over a marned 
man "\vho wa.s a non-unionist? 

The SECRETARY .FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
He did not think that was a fair question. 
He could find one for the hon. gentleman 
which would be much more difficult than 
that. It "as not right to put a hypothetical 
question like that, bec:tuse it might never 
arise. If such a difficulty -did occur, the 
officers would remit the matter to him for 
settlement, and he would be able to settle 
it on equitable line•. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE : This was an interest­
ing vote. It was interesting to members 
and to people throughout the State. They 
were at a disadvantage in discussing the 
vote at present .. _He '-':as not pens<;mally 
blaming the Mimster 1n charge of the 
Estimates as circumstances may have 
operated 'to bring about . tJ:.at condition of 
affairs. He knew the Mmister was a man 
ver'-" much worried at the present time, but 
the' department . wa~ one of _the ~ost 
important they had m the public serviCe, 
and they were absolutely in the dark as to 
the work that was being performed by that 
department. They knew what ~he dep":rt­
ment was like by the wealth of mformatwn 
shown in the report. It was a department 
that dealt with the social conditions of the 
great mass of the people of the State. This 
was the one department under which the 
working men of the State co:>ld _be discussed, 
and at times such as this It was very 
necessary that they should b_e in a position 
to discuss all these matters with the absolute 
knowledge of what the working conditions 
had been during the past twelve months. 
'l'hey must have bPen very good indeed, 
because if there had been any defect they 
would have heard of it from the other side 
of the Chamber. Thev would have had 
question after question asked thE'm, pointing 
out where the Government had been defective 
in ·carrying out their work. The very fact 
that no question had been asked and no 
denunciation made werP the strongest proofs 
of the excellence of the administration of 

Hon. J. Tolmie.] 
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that department under the late Treasurer. 
Since the late Government left office and 
the pres::mt Government had come in there 
had been a departure in a very important 
subdepartment. They had appointed a 
Director of Labour. He had only seen that 
Director of Labour once, having come into 
business relations with him a few d;tys ago. 
He had heard of the Director of Labour, 
and he had known him to be a strong 
political partisan of the present Government. 
This was the first exhibition they had had 
in Queensland of the application of th<l 
Tammany syetem. 

GoVE!l2'-D!EKT ~.1EMBERS: Oh, oh! Shame ! 
Hon. J. ~"· FnrELLY: The chairman of the 

prices board which your Government 
appointed was a chairman of the late 
Premier's committee. 

HoK. J. TOL:MIE : Here was a man 
appointed to one of the most important 
subd<>partments in the State. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: Do 
not malign a good man or you will hear some 
home truths. 

HoK. J. TOL::YliE: He was prepared to 
to hear the home truths. The Government 
had made a political appointment of the 
first water and--

Mr FREE: What about Kidston's appoint­
ment? \Vas not that political? 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: Xo. 
Mr. T. L. JONES: Is not Mr. Crampton a 

good man for the position? 

.HoN. ~· TO.LMIE: He knew nothing about 
his qualifications. He had under him the 
Chief Inspector of Factories and Shops who 
had been in the department many yea1;s and 
kn.ew th<:; whole of tl:e work, having every­
thmg nght at his finger-tips. What 
encouragement was it to these men in the 
public service if thj,, kind of thing was going 
to be allow0d? Surelv the Public Service 
Act, which. was administ<>red by hon. gentle­
m<:'n opposite, should protect him. That Act 
said .that n.o man should be brought into the 
pnbhc serv1 ce unle's there was no one in the 
public s<>rvice fit to take the position. 

Mr. McPHHL: What did you appoint 
David Hunter for? 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: Mr. Hunter was a 
competent officer. 

Mr. KIRWAN: You are speaking against 
1\fr. Crampton berause he .is a Labour man 
-therefore, he is no good. 

RoN .. J. TOLMIE: The Chief Inspector of 
Factorws was a man who was thorOlwhly 
qualified for the position, but he had beE'n 
passed by, and somebody had been taken 
from outside who had no knowledge of 
administrative work under the Government. 
The Secretary for Public Works had pointed 

out what he called thP great 
[5 p.m.] usefulness of the labour ex-

. change, and the great number of 
persons gomg through at the present time, 
but was not that "' clear indication of the 
perilous condition into which the State was 
drifting- by reason of the number of unem­
ployed? Onc> hon. member told him the 
evening before last that in his Plectorate 
there were 2,000 men out of emplovment. 
In the city of Toowoomba there were "at the 
end of last wePk over 240 registrations for 
employment, and, of this number, employ­
ment had been found for only ten men at 
the asylum works which were started at 

[Han. J. Tolmie. 

Willowburn. He was told that in one dis­
trict there were only two working men in 
one area who wore employed at the present 
time, and relief to the unemployed was 
being given week aft,,r week. Notwith­
standing that, the Minister nid that the 
labour exchang<> was the means of giving 
employment to a large number of persons. 
·with reg-ard to the question of preference 
to unionists, the Minister said that he 
(:>Ir. Tolmie) was justified in asking the 
question which he had asked, and he would 
point out that all thc•se things which he had 
mentioned were happening. 'l'here were 
many men in Queensland who could not get 
employment because they. did not happen to 
be unionists. He had received a letter the 
other day from a person in Brisbane who 
had been out of employment since June. 
Ho went to a Federal job and asked for 
employment, and the first question put to 
him v. as, "Are you a unionist?" and he had 
to admit that he was not a unionist. The 
advice given to him was to go and join a 
UDlOll. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IKSTRL'CTION : 
Good advice. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE' Very good advice. 
The man went to the union and endeavoured 
to obtain admission into the union, and th8' 
organiser wrote him a very courteous letter, 
pointing out that at the present time ther8' 
were more men out of employment in that 
union than they could find work for, 'and, 
that being the case, he could not see his way 
to register him in tbe union. That was the 
position they were drifting to in Queensland, 
and how was the labour exchange going to 
improve it? In Cairns they had had to 
employ a clerk at £100, and the· same at 
Bundaberg, l\1ackay, and Townsville, and 
thus increase the vote. Nevertheless, they 
could not cope with the industrial position, 
and were not able to find 'vork for the 
workers, because the Government was not 
providing it. ·what was the use of the 
Minister bclauding an institution of this kind 
when it could not perform the duties ex­
pected of it? He maintained that a great 
wrong had been done to the Chief Inspector 
of Factories in turning him down in the 
way which had been done. 

-• Mr. SWAYNE pointed out that while 
£10,850, the amount put down for this branch 
of the vVorks Department, was not a large 
one, it was an increase of ovm- 40 per cent. 
on the previ0us year's vote, which was· 
£7,650. 

The· SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC vVORKS: Per­
haps you would make a saving by wiping 
out the increases. 

Mr. SWAYNE was not making that sug­
gestion for a moment, but, at the same time, 
as the whole of Queen,land was b0aring the 
additional taxation which was being imposed, 
the question naturally arose as to whether 
these increases were necessary. He did not 
think th0re was a single member on this side 
of the House who objected to the increase 
of 'alary of lower paid officials, but when it 
came to the creation of new billets the 
question arose as to whether, in such a 
critical time as this, action could not have 
been delayed in that matter. The highest 
salaried officer in the vote was the Director 
of Labour, who was a new man with no 
previous departmental training. 

The SECRETARY FOR PeBLIC WORKS: He 
has a thorough knowledge of industrialism. 
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Mr. SW.\YNE: Were there not men who 
had served the State for years who were 
equally entitled to the appointment? It 
would have a bad effect upon those who were 
already in the department when they saw 
the " blue ribbon" positions in the service 
going to outsiders. He was not going to 
say anythin!l' ab0ut this gentleman's political 
opinions. He did not think politic:~ should 
come into the question at all. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC \YORKS: Did the 
lat(' Government never appoint anyone from 
• utoiJe th0 c,ervice to a high position? 

Mr. S\V A Y='JE: The Treasurer was unduly 
touchy on this point; it almost looked as if 
he had a guilty consci•mce on the subject. 
He felt quito safe in saving that, as far as 
the late Government was concerned, a man's 
:t-ulitical opinions did not come into question 
when an appointment was made. The only 
que,tion in the pa't was as to the man's 
cliiciency. They found there were lady 
in:;pectors appointed at Rockhampton and 
Townsville, and, so far as he could see, these 
positions did not exist before. There were 
five additional clerk assistants appointed 
ac Inswich, Bundaberg, Mackay, Townsville, 
and 'Cairns, at £100 each. He was not com­
plaining about the salaries paid to these 
people; perhaps they might be small, but 
the question was whether this was an oppor­
<tune time for making new appointments, and 
"hether they should not have gone on for a 
year or two as tho~· were till times improved. 
'!'hat was a fair question for the producer 
to ask. 

11r. FOLEY: They have been wanted for a 
lung time. 

Mr. SWAYNE: They could have been 
hdd over till times improved, as nobody 
could say that Queensland was unduly suffer­
ing from the lack of these appointments. 
There Vl as a etill more important question 
involved. He took it that the Director of 
L-<bour would re(eivP applications for labour, 
"ot only from private employers, but from 
the State, and would be the means of secur­
ing work for men on railway con,,truction 
and other work. He would ask tho Trea· 
,,urer whether it would be that officer's duty, 
when ar apnlicant for "ork came along, to 
take a note as to whpther a man was a 
member of a certain organisation or not. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \YORKS: The 
Director of Labour will have no instruction 
on that point. Labourers on railwa•,T work 
.nc engaged with that otipulation. The 
department itself has to oay that preference 
in given, other thing> being equal, to 
unionists. 

Mr. S\VAYXE: Tche official then would re­
cciYe instructions f1<~m the department to send 
them kbour of a certain school of political 
thought. He thought that no more iniquitous 
pnnciple wa'; bYer devised than that a man 
who was employed by the State, and paid 
by the taxpayer, should only be employed if 
he was a member of a political organisation. 
That should have nothing whatever to do 
with his getting work. The sole quesT.ic::~ 
that should come into the matter was as to 
whether a man \vas a competent workman, 
irrc,pective of what his politics might he_ 
The State was paying him out of revmme 
which was received f~om people of all shades 
of political opinion. Such a system was 
opening the doo1· to, perhaps, the greatest 
corruption. Talk about graft in the United 

States ! This was going to beat all that. 
'I1w Government were disbursing a revenue 
r,f something like £7,000,000 per annum, 
rai,cd fron1 the taxpayers generally, and, 
under coYer of this system, they would be 
paying wages from that revenue to men of 
one chade of politic~tl opinion only. Under the 
losislttion now being passed it would be 
{"Ompulsor:- for overyon~ to join a union. 
Tlw sy ,tcm of compulsory preference to 
unionists 'vas objectionable in private cm­
p~oymcnt, and it was doubl.f so in connection 
v.ith the Shte. The sole duty of the Govern­
m~nt 'vas to r:ce that a ill'_tn 'Yu~ ca;_Jab]c, 
and their duty ceased t hero. He y, as sorry, 
to ·,oe that the principle of YJrcferenc ,, to 
unionists was being initiated in ihe !hlblio 
service. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: You are talking rot. 
:\It·. SW_\.YNE: It was not rot. Could 

any fair-minded man contend that person's 
political opinions shouki weigh with ~he 
Government a" to whethc•r they should grve 
him a job or not? It had been admitted all 
through that these bodies were politic<1l, and 
he co:Jtcnded tlrat the moment a body 
b<'c"<nw political in it~ objective its members 
·,honld not have preference. A policy of 
that kind must lead to corruption, and it 
would not improve our reputation in the 
eves of the world. He notic~d that the 
Il1inister had again evaded answering the 
question raised by the leader of the Oppo­
si1•ion as to whether preference would be 
given to a single 1nan who was a unionist 
over a married man who did not belong to a 
union. The han. gentleman said it would be 
time enough to discuss that matter when the 
'0'-'C3 ,,ion arose, but he (Mr. Sw;lyne) held 
that it would then be too late to consider the 
matter, after a man with a family dependent 
upon him had been passed over for such a 
reason, and the job given to a single man, 
and that the Committee were entitled to a 
straightout amwer on the point. 

Mr. COLLINS (Bowen) : The argument of 
the Opposition seemed to be that the Go­
vernment were making political appoint­
ments, but the memberco who used that argu­
ment did not seem to realise that when they 
were in power they made many political 
appointments. They appa:-cntl:J: for<:;ot th~t 
when it was necedary to appomt a certam 
gentleman as Chief J ustico of the State the 
Libf'ral Government increased his :'ahry by 
£:1,;000. 

Hon. J. •roLMIE: A Liberal Government 
did not do that. 

Mr. COLLINS: Thev also forgot that they 
appointed Henrv Cowap, a dde:tted candi­
date for l\1ount ·Morgan, to the position of 
an inspector, and that they "ppointed Mr. 
D:.vid Hunter, who was defeated in 1912 for 
Marec, to the position of an ildc)ector of 
sc~ffolding. 

Hon, J. ToLMIE: \Ve did not make those 
appointment''', 

~J:r. COLLINS: In his travels throughout 
Qucendand, which had been fair!;· extensive, 
ho never met a single public servant 
rcccivino- over £300 a year \Sho was not ,a 
strono- s

0

upporter of the Liberal party, and 
he h;d a strong suspicion that th.e::' received 
their appointments from the pohhcal pcCLrty 
then in power. The appointment' that a 
lot of Labour people got wcr'e pick-and­
shovel appointments; they were .dc:barred 
from the higher-paid offices, whrch ·were 
left for Liber,al suppm·ters. A great deal 
had been mid about spoils to the victors and 

Mr. Collins.] 
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profecence to unionists. He had no ht ,ita­
tion in ,aying that if the member for :::;1irani 
knew a man was a unionist he would not 
employ him. 

Mr. SWAY:i"E: That i,, not true. 

Mr. COLLIXS : If it was not tru0 tt.:1t 
the hon. member would not do that. it v<.as 
true that many persons in the eiectorate 
Tepre···:ntcd by tho hon. member would 
follow that course. He r(:membered when it 
was a crime to bA a unionist ancl for a man 
tG dare to assert his British right" and 
liberties. 

. Mr. S\·>AYNE: N.•ver in my eyes. 

Mr. COLLINS: He had been in the elec­
torate the hon. member represented, and ho 
knew how the men used to tremble owing to 
the power the employing class exercised in 
that part of Queensland. They were airaid 
to join union<> because of the pmYer of the 
men belont;·ing to the ~.Jan1e class as that to 
which thu hon. member for Mirani belonged. 
The Labour party were now in the ascend­
ant ; th< ;; had the workers organised, and 
they were going to give prefdrm>ce to the 
men 1vho were organised. \Nhat was wrong 
v, ith that? There was nothing wrong in 
giving preference to a unionist, beC\LUse he 
was the stamp of man that they wanted 
future Australi,ms to be, not u man who 
wouJ.d crawl on his chest to his employer 
until the hair,, were worn off. EYen to--da'' 
men were victimised in Queensland for being 
members of a union, for daring to organise 
and fight fo1· their rights; and yet they had 
members of the Opposition talking about. 
injustice and corruption, as if they were the 
Simon Pures-as if they never put their 
friends in public pmitions! That was what 
they lived on; that wa' the reascm why they 
retained their hold on the Trea:,ury benches 
Their inspectm·ships were a farce. If they 
were not a farce, why was it that there were 
not more prosecutions in the past when there 
was a Liberal Government in power? \Vhy 
didn't the inspectors enforce the different 
awards made by the wages tribunal? Be­
cause, he supposed, the strings were pulled, 
and the Liberal inspectors were t-old not to 
prosecute their Liboral friends. And now, 
because the workers are coming in to their 
own, they had the leader of the Opposition 
crying out. '' What is going to hapnen to 
tho married man with a big fa<11ily if he is 
not a unionis~ ~and a ,sjn~le n1an comes along 
1,vho is a unionist? Are y·ou going to giv,·, 
preference to the single n1an? " 

Hon. J. TOLMIE: Not if he comes to me 
for employment. I will see that tho married 
man gds employment. 

Mr. COLLINS: He had no doubt that the 
hon. member would put the single man in a 
position in which he would not be able to 
marry. He (Mr. Collins) claimed that a 
single man had just as mnch right to work 
as a married man. If the single man was to 
be debarred from getting work, then he 
would have to remain single all· his life. 
He did not know whether that · W>tS the 
position taken up by the leader of the 
Opposition or not. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: He would employ a 
kanaka. 

Hox. J. TOLJ\HE rose to a point of order. 
The Assistant Minister for Justice, by inter­
jection, said that he would employ a kanaka. 
The hen. gentleman knew that such was not 

[Mr. Collins. 

the case and he asked that the hon. gentle­
man he' called upon to withdraw the state­
rnent. 

The CHAIRMAN : I did not hear the 
interjection, but if the hon. member mad_e 
that statement and the leader of the Opposi­
tion objects to' it, I aGk him to withdraw it. 

llox J. A. FIHELLY: He did not know 
that the statement was one which should ?e 
withdrawn but in deference to the Chan­
man he w~uld withdraw it, though he knew 
that the hon. gentleman belonged to the 
black labour party . 

HoN. J. TOLJI.!IIE: He asked that the hon. 
member be called upon to withdraw that 
statement because, as a matter of fact, he 
had supported the white labour policy all 
his life. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! The hon. mem­
ber for Bovvcn. 

Mr. COLLINS: The question of preference 
to unionists had been before the people of 
the Commonwealth. 

Mr. KIRWAN: 'vVe had an election on it. 

Mr. COLLINS: Yes, and the people of 
Queensland took part in that election. The 
Government party would he acting cowardly 
if they took possession of the Treasury 
benche.s ""nd did not give preference to 
unionists. They believed in the organisation 
of society. I;fe supl?osed that hon: m!'Jmhe,rs 
opposite believed m the orgamsatron 1n 
Great Britain with reference to the ·manu­
facture of munitions ; and what was that but 
a compulsory form of organisation? f£e 
believed in compelling those wormhke 
creatures, who took advantag0 of the im­
proved conditions the unions had got for 
them and vvould not contribute towards the 
cost of getting those improved conditions, 
to do their dutv in this matter. It wa" 
stated that the ~vhole of the people of the 
State had to contribute towards the payment 
of those employed by the State. He was 
well aware of that fact. He remembered 
that when he had to contribute towards the 
revenue of the State, he had to pay for the 
Cowaps and Hunters whom the Liberal Go­
vernment used to appoint. Again, reference 
was made to the appointment of Mr. Cramp­
ton as Director of Labour. What the Go­
vernment required was brains, and if a man 
outside the service had got some brains why 
should he not be appointed to a position in 
the public servi{'e? The Government should 
make use of the best brains of the com­
munitv. It was not the fault ot men whv 
held 'Labour views that they were not in 
the public service. The Liberal party took 
good care when tbey were in power that 
thev did not get there. The individuals who 
were appointed as inspectors did not look 
after the interests of the workers; they 
looked after the interests of the masters. 
And now members opposite complain be· 
causP one or two Labour men have been 
appointed to positions in the service. Wh!'-t 
astonished him was that the Government d1d 
not clear out the biggest portion of the public 
servants. It was no use passing Acts of 
Parliament unless the)' were sympathetically 
administered. and administration did not 
altogether lie with the Miniilter. What was 
tho use of asking a blue-blooded Tory to 
carrv out Government inspection under a 
Labour law? He would lean towards the 
Tories. He hoped that there would be more 
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I~abour inspectors appointed, and that justice 
would be done to the worker; in the past 
thev had had one-sided justice. He had 
hea'rd people in England sing-

" Justice is in England, 
This free and happy land, 
Justice is in England, 
I cannot understand 
Justice for the rich and poor; 
Thev tell their different tales, 
For· the rich man alw<tvs seems to get 
The balance of the scales." 

He hoped they would hear no more in this 
Parliament about preference to unionists. 
Members oppo,;ite knew full well that the 
people had endorsed that policy, a.nd why 
did they not take their beating like men, 
like Britons? 

Mr. PETRIE : After the dramatic exhibi­
tion of his friend, .the hon. member for 
Bowen, he felt a little bit nen-ous about 
>'.-tying anything on this vote. It appeared 
to him that members had been drifting away 
from the vote to a number of things outside 
the vote. He did not take exception to 

that. But what members on the 
[5.30 p.m.] Opposition side objected to was 

that certain things were taking 
place. If a man wished to get employment, 
hn would ha,-c• to become a unionist. Pre­
fBrence was brought in in every case. It 
was said that the late Liberal Government 
appointed their friends to positions, but he 
(Mr. Petrie) had often blamed the Liberal 
Government for not doing that. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC WORKS: This 
cliscussion would not have bken place if 
the leader of the Opposition had not raised 
it. 

Mr. PETRIE: He· objected to the hon. 
member \vho referred to the political opinions 
of membeJ'S c;etting over £300 a year. Any­
one could make statements of that kind 
without proving them. These men had 
grown up in the service from the time thev 
·were young n-t·Pll. I-Io did not r:''lre '"' hAthe~ 
a ma1i was a public servant or not. he should 
have his freedom politically, religiously, and 
in any other ''C"'Y' and he hoped trat as 
long a.~ he was in this world he would not 
interfere with Jt But the present Govem­
ment were all for one clas'''· Evervbodv had 
got to go under except the union!sts. ·They 
did not object to unionism. but thev did 
object to the methods adopted by an outside 
institution and the prBssure brought to bear 
upon t!H' Government. He believed that 
the Director of Laholll' ,,·as a vet-y capable 
man, and had qua.lifrcations that would fit 
him for tho Jlc<ition. hut hn thoug-ht that 
at a time when they were experiencing such 
a great drought m·d a war Hncqualled in 
the history nf the world, it wae the duty of 
th~: Go"Vf'rllfl18Lt :o go s~ow Vl7 :l~ jt lll;t 
possible to appoint someone in the oflice, such 
as the Chief Inspector, who was holding ihe 
dual position and was now head of the 
factories branch. until such time as condi­
tions were better and the departm<Ynt had 
grown considerably? He believBd that the 
d~'partment was a very gr:~od one. and cerrjed 
out its work without political cmr•ideratic.n, 
a.nd he thought it would do a deal of good 
to the State. To a certain extent, they could 
not blam€ the Government, who had to carry 
out their promises to their friends, and he 
had nothing to say ago.inst 'Hr. Cralll~>ton, 
became he 'thought he· knew he was there for 

ccrt,-,in work, and he hoped he would carry it 
out to the satisfaction of the whole. t;om­
munitv. He would like to ask the Ji.Imister 
whether the Labour Agent at pn>sent was 
the eame gentleman as last year? He was 
down ,,t the same salary as last year, and 
had orcupied the position for many yearF­
lHr. Townsend. 

Trw SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC 'VORKS: J'v1r. 
Caulfield is the person now carrying on those 
duties. 

Mr. PETRIE: He had nothing furtl_wr to 
Pav at prGsent, except to thank the Chmrm~n 
foi· the latitude he ha·d given them m 
enabling members on that side .t'? . Bxpre"' 
their opinions and reply to critiCisms of 
members opposite. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS.' 
He could not allow the leader of the Opposi­
tion's remarks to go by without . challenge 
so far as his criticisms of the D!l'ector of 
Labour were concerned. He regretted ex­
ceedingly that he should_ introduce such a 
criticism during the Estimates, or at any 
oth<:r tim€. 

Hon. J. TOL)JIE: Not against the man. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS : 
Mr. Crampton was a m":n vho w-:s filling 
the position in a way highly creditable to 
himself and the department. (Hear. hear!) 
He would not mind if the hon. member had 
some criticism against his administration, 
m· ha-d attacked him as an officer, but to 
attack his alleg·cd political proclivities--

Han. J TOL:UIE: I questioned the action 
of the Government. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
The hon. memher did, for making an 
appointment of what he termed a. bitter 
political partisan, who waul? not _be aJ:>le 
to do his duty berause of his partisa;nship. 
That was absolutely incorrect. He did not 
think that there was any man in Queensland 
more fitted for the position than Mr. Cramp­
ton, a man thoroughly steeped in indus­
trialism, and with a thorough knowledge of 
the industrial rE!quirem<mts of the St~~e, who 
could undertake the work of reorgamsmg the 
department. 

GovERN:I!ENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS : 
That it wanted reorganising nobody who 
knew it could doubt, and it wanted reor~a­
nisino- bcuruse the late Government carried 
on the principle which t~ey now _conderr:~ed. 
the principle of puttmg. t~cn· po!Iti_cal 
friends into positions, the prmc1ple of ma~mg 
that department practically a dumpmg­
o-round of political derelicts, beoouse that 
~as what it was. The late Governmen~ had 
appointed ex-Liberal members, ex-Liberal 
srrpporters, and men who were useless for the 
positions. The han. member had opeJC!ed up 
that debate, and he wanted now to pomt out 
to him some of the sins of the !at<; Govern­
ment. The late Government appomted Mr. 
Hunter, who for yenrs was one of the 
bitterest political partisa.ns in that Hous_e, 
and a man who was not at all moderate m 
his views Shortly after he was defeated as 
,a candidt"tte for the House of Repre.senta­
tives, he was pitchforked intD a billet m the 
Works Department. :Mr. Cowap was another 
ex-Liberal memb€r. 

Hon. J. ToLMIF.: AI! ex-Labour man, 
wasn't he? 

Han. E. G. Theodore.l 
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
The bon. member knew perfectly well that 
Loth d.(ose gentlemen were Liberal men at 
the time of their defeats and at the time of 
their appointment. V\That was worse still 
from the point of view of t2e hon. memJ.,b-: 
h~~ IYaB nY~lJ')n;;ible for the ~ppoinhnent of 
hts o\vn prn~..;;to sccrotarv to a nosition in th0 
public scrvieo only s Bh7Jrt ti1ne ago. 

Hon. J. ToL~!IE: He was in the depart­
ment when i went there. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
_\nd his OYdl pr:)det:2.:Jsor, :\Jr. BarneB, 1vas 
successful in on.ginec~ing the a~)pointrnent of 
the secretary of hi·a pohticai committ<e<o. "'ir. 
Kidston, the son of the lat•e leader a·£ t'w 
LibeTal Government. 'Then. one man win 
occupied ~ pro1ninent positi<.Ll jn the J.ePan:­
llleni v.-_luch he \vas adrninidering was a 
brother-m-law of a very prominent sup­
porter of the other side. There w."" llO 

necessity to 1nention his na1ne-th,5 h•Jll. 
member v. ould know to whom he referred. 
A man who occupied a position in the 
Cairns di..;trict was "' man who had stood a 
number of times in tho Liberal interest Mr. 
Tills, who was pitchforkcd into the po~ition 
when he was defeated. ·what about Mr. 
Jowes, the defeated Senate candidate who 
was appointed to a positwn ;n the Agricul­
tural Der a.rt1nent? 

Hon. J. TOLNIE: Is he in the service now? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
\Yhat about .Yir. Aitchewn, who only last 
year was prtchforked back into one of the 
departments? \Vhat about Mr. Watson, 
well known as a supporter of Mr. Denham, 
s~cretary of his committee, for years one of 
tn.e staunchest supporters in Oxley 0£ the 
Lrb~~al party? \Vus he not gihm a safe 
pm1t10n as chairman of the Control of Prices 
Board? \Yas not that a public scandal? 
\\hat about Dent, the man who came out 
against the Labour Government of the Com­
IYlDJnY.eulth, and .~ .1vc that scandalous evi­
dence to the commission on electoral matters? 
~ 'oon as. he g.1ve it, was he not pitchforked 
mto a nosrtwn bv the Liberal Government' 
What about all the defeated Liberal candi­
diitPs w!Jo at various times had been pitch­
for ked mto honourable positions in the 
l:ppcr Housa? \Vhat about those political 
~ppointmonts? Why, if anyone was deserv­
mg of. censtuc for that kind of· Tammany, 
that krncl of corruptwn, that kind of dis­
n-gard for the public interPsts, the m·en who 
l'Cpresontcd the Liberal party were to blame. 
GovEm;:~mxT ::\IE~IBERS : Hear, hoar ! 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
The Labom party had tried to keep appoint­
l'lents to the public service atmlutely clean 
and aboveboard. They had tried to keep 
that sort of consideration out of the question, 
o.nd he thought that they had succeeded. 
Because one man happerwd tu have definite 
opinionB regarding politics, was that ,any 
reason why. they spould deny to him recog· 
m~ron of hrs wortn? He thouo:ht it \Vould 
be a wrong- princi:1le to cay that because a. 
man had clcfinito views of politics he should 
not have an appointment in the public 
service. 

GOVERN:IIENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
Pereonally, he did not think it was a fair 
attitude. Nor did he think that it was 
cvrrect to pitchfork men into the service 

[Hon. E. G. Theodore. 

without any regard for merit, but ~imnly 
bLcause thev had been adherents o! a 
political pai·ty. The Labour party ha.cl 
ncYer and did not now stand for that sort 
of thing. They had never believed in that 
&rn:lll mean-spirited kind of recognition of 
their pul•lic dnti< 3, and Eever ,. auld. They 
did not stand for the policy of " spoils to the 
victol'""·" The man whose appointn1ent ''Yas 
under diPCU"sion 'Ya"~ a n1an vd1of2 apvoint­
mcnt H a·, well justified. 

GoVERNMENT MENBERI:': Hear, hear! 

The SECRETARY FOR P'CBLIC WORKS: 
His administration sho\'.ed that his appoint­
ment w:1.s justified. He was working well 
w;th the officers, and they were working well 
with him and spoke highly of him, and he 
>·,as reorganising the department in a man­
ner which would stand to his credit and to 
the crodit of the dep:utment. He thought 
iL was regrettable that the leader of the 
Opposition so far forgot himself as to make 
a slanderous attack upon a public servant. 

GovERXMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

HaN. J. TOI"MIE: He could not allow 
tho hoiL member's remarks to go without 
reply. 

Mr. FREE: You will make it worse. 

l-IoN. J. TOLMIE: So far as Mr. Cramp­
ton was concerned, whatever his qualifica­
hons were, he did not attack him-he dealt 
\\-ith the Government, and with the Govern­
uent only. If Mr. Crampton had all the 
'irtues they were told he possessed, he was 
ve>ry glad, because the position was such that 
it would be a shame to appoint a man whose· 
qualifications did not warrant it. But he 
wanted to point out that there was a man 
"·ell qualified to fill thfl position, who occu­
pied the position of Chief Inspector, and that 
man had been pas,ed over, and somebody 
hom outside the service altogether had been 
taken. 

The SECRET,\RY FOR Pc;BLIC \YORKS : \V ell 
qualified to occupy the position of Chief 
Inspector? He occupies that position now. 

HaN. J. TOLMIE: The hon. member 
r.fm·red to his private secretary. It was 
absolutely untrue that he ~as appointed .to. 
the public service by him. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC '\YORKS~ 
Appointed at your suggestion. 

HaN. J. TOLMIE: Not at his suggestion. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \YORKS: Is he 

in the public service? 

RoN. J. 'rOLMIE: No. 
'lhe SECRETARY FOR PeBLIC \YORKS: \Vas he 

uot in the public service immediately before 
the election? 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: No, or he would be 
in it now. He was not under the Public 
Service Board. (Government laughter and 
uproar.) 

~vlr. STOPFORD : Side-tracking again? 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \YORKS: Mr. 

Crampton himself is not under the Public 
bervice Board. 

:Nlr. FREE: I told you you would make it 
t'Vorse. 

HaN. J. TOLMIE: He was not side­
tracking at ,n. He hoped the Chairman 
woul,d keep order, because he was not going 
(O talk while there was a tumult. \Vhen 
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he went into the Lands Department, the 
private secretary memioned "as there in 
the position of private secretarv to his pre­
dereE'or, and he was private secretary to the 
11iinister who followeJ him. And 'he was 
mre that the Minister had the same opinion 
that he had, that he was filling the position 
with every .satisfaction. He never saw the 
g-entleman till he went to the department. 

Han. J. A. FIHELLY: Did he pass the 
public service e"'{amination? 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: Ko. As the han. mem­
ber by that time probably was aware, a num­
ber of public servants did not come under 
the Public Senice Board. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC \YORKS: Mr. 
Crampton happens to be one of those. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: That did not make the 
rosition any dillerent. \Vhat he was doing 
n<!w was showiJC!g that he had nothing to do 
with the appomtment. He was there just 
the same '" the Under Secretary, when he 
went, and he was there when he 'left and h0 
"as fulfilling the duties to his successor. 
The han. member read out a list of names of 
men who had been appomted during several 
years p~st who happened to be supporters 
vf the Liberal G<>vernment, and he said that 
vne or two politieians were appointed. Very 
good. They appointed politicians from the 
I~abour side. ~Vhat about Mr. A!! en? What 
aoout Mr. Rembold? Those were men in 
the public ,,•ervice to·day. 

Mr. O'SULLIY.I;,: You only reinstated 
them. 

HoN .. J. TOLMIE '· .I~e was not finding 
fhult with the capabilities of these public 
se~·vants, any mo_r-: than he was finding faLilt 
With .the capahihtles of Mr. Crampton. The 
appomtment of a man who had no official 
c, ualificatior, whatsoever to the charge of a 
great subdepartment of the State a denart­
mcnt that W'ts dt<aling with all 'the la-bour 
of the State-should not have been made. 

. The bell indicated that the Jcon. member's 
time had expired. 

. :Mr. CORSER : The Government evidently 
mtcnde'd to make the department to suit 
those who put them into power. It had been 
repeated!~· state·d in the Chamber that the 
Tory party had been in power for fifty 
years, but the MinistE'r read out a list a few 
minu~es Ago which showed that only eight 
appomtments had been made of Liberals 
during that term of fifty year''· The Minis­
ter made the best case· for himself and got 
thP total number of appointments that were 
r,nade, and they amounted to only eight in 
hfty years. They knew that during the few 
months of the present Governm<>nt's term 
of office t.h~y had _made something like 
sixt<:en pohtiCal appomtmPnts in the public 
sernce. He had asked for a return of the 
number of appointments that had be·en made 
s,, that he could give the conect figures: 
but those figures had not been made avai;­
able. They .had. been locked away in a cup­
board. Durmg Its term of office, the present 
Government have exceeded all C'Xpectations 
in the numbm· of political appointments they 
had made. The appointment of a Director 
of Labour at £400 a vear, at a time when 
the lower paid serva;;ts could not get all 
they required, was unreasonable unneces-
sary, and unjtut. ' 

Mr. GILLIES: \';~hat salary would you 
suggest? 

:.\fr. CORSER : He suggested that the 
Chief Inspector of Factories and Shops should 
haY£' received an increase in his salary, 
and he would have been capable and willing 
to have fulfilled the position of Director of 
Labour. He (J\Ir. Cor;;er) had no reasoE to 
apologise f0r indulging in personalities. be­
cause never since'' he had been in the House 
had he been called on to withdraw any per­
sonal reference to anvone. He was sorrv to 
hear han. ~nembers · oppo:;ite cay that" the 
Din f'tor of Labour was fulfilling- his duty 
so far a: thev were concerned. Tho Direc­
tor of Laboui' should fulfil hi' dub- to the 
be.-t of his own ability, and should i})('tc out 
justic£1 and fairnccc, to all who made applica­
tion for employment. \Vhen they heard that 
the' Director was fulfilling his duty to the 
credit and the pleasure of members on the 
Gon,rnment bencher,, it was time for them to 
object, because they knew that he would give 
employment to a certain section only. '.!'he 
nwn looking for employment would not have 
any freedom .>t all; thes would h'tve to JOin 
a union to get employment. He did not 
say that he would not advise every man to 
joint a union, but they should not allow 
tho Director or anyone ehe to coerce people 
into joining a union, and make them contri­
bute to any particular fund. They had a 
right to join a union that was giving them 
increases and better conditions, but they 
ehould not be compelled to do so. The· 
Director must be doing someihing of that 
kind to receive the sympathy and plea,.ure 
of members opposite. ::Ylembcrs opposite told 
them that members of the communitv were 
being victimised because of their union prin­
ciples. How could that be when there was 
a Labour Government in power-when it 
vms possible for them to put their thumb 
or tlwir heel on the people who were guilty 
of victimisation? Thev could not blame the 
Opposition for that, " because they were 
numcrir'ctlly weak-at any rate., the Govern­
ment had the power to deal with it. .For 
many years tho appointments in the public 
s<?rYicc vvere made from young men who 
qualified by pa<~ing an examination. 

The SECRETARY FOR PVBLIC' \Vol'!KS: \Vha 
appointed :Hr. Hunter and J\,fr. Cowap? 

J\,'[r. CORSER: He was not reiponsibl;-, for 
that. It was the young lads from schools 
who ,,"-ere appointed ta th,c public service, 
and they grew up until they reached the 
highest positions. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGJUCULUTRE: \Vould 
you give the position of Director of Labour' 
to a lad from school ? 

Mr. CORSER: l-Ie was not referring to 
the Diredor of Labour. Tho han. m<'mber 
for Bowen said that the men in the service 
getting £3\0 ct year wore not Labour sym­
pathisers. 

:\fr. COLLIXS: That is my experience. 

:.\fr. CORSER: The public service had been 
filled with young fellows who grew ur, until 
they reached the high positions. There were 
as manv men in th9 service getting £300 
a year ·who were Labour sympathiscrs as 
there were Lib~ral sympathism·s. 

:Yir. KIRWAI\: How do you know·: 

Mr. CORSER: It must be so, or members 
opposite would not be occupying the Govern­
ment benches at the present time·. TherE' 
was no doubt that men drawing high sdaries. 
i,1 the service must be Labour sympathisers, 

jJ{r, Corser.] 
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because these were the· men who gave the 
inforl!'ation t? mcmlJers opposite last year. 
The mformat10n that was used bv members· 
opposit•c could only have come· from the 
highly paid officiale, and not from the lower 
paid members of the seTvice. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: Don't slander a good 
body of nwn. 

2\llr. CORSER: Ho was not slandering the 
members of the public service at all, but 
thL hon. member knew that the information 
hE> receind last Sbsion came from the higher 
paid members of the service. 

Hon . . T. A. FIHELLY: \Vhat case was that? 

Mr. CORSER: The hon. member knew 
only too well. He knew the Government 
intended to do everything that was possible 
to foster this incubator, from which it wa" 
hoped to hatch many Labour votes to enable 
many more people to become Labour sympa· 
thisers. If it was turning out directors and 
inspectors nnd placing on the Estimate.s large 

sums of money for inspectors, 
[7 p.m.] then they were doing pretty 

well in their desire. This was a 
time. when persons . employed in the public 
serv!ce wo_uld b<; ~at1sfied if they were able to 
retam their positiOns, and it was undesirable 
to ma)<e a lot of new appointments which 
neces;Itated the imposition of increased 
burdens on the taxpayer. The Government 
?ad found it necessary to increase taxa,tion 
m order to secure sufficient revenue to meet 
the . increase:J expenditure on the public 
serviCe, and It wa,s a remarkable thing that 
they should make so many new appoint­
ments under those conditions. The few in­
spe?t?rs at present employed were apparently 
suffiCient for the work in times of plenty 
when there was a considerable expenditure 
of loan money, and if that was a, fact­
and th?re ha.d been no complaint that in­
spectona,l duties had not been efficiently per­
formed-then the staff should be sufficient 
at f1 time when there was a slackness in 
busme'.s. and no extra appointments should 
'?e made. The increased expenditure for 
mspectors alone amounted to £1,300. 

The b;'ll ~ndicated that portion of the. hon. 
member s time had expired. 

Mr. CORSER: If the Government went 
on a ppointi~g inspectors at the rate they 
had been dmng, then the whole communitv 
would consist of inspectors or members of 
s?me boa,rd or. another, and they would 
s1mply be watchmg each other. If the Chief 
Inspector had represented that it was neces­
sa,ry . that these inspectors should be 
appomted, there woul.d. be no complaint by 
membPrs of the Opposition .but thev had not 
been furnished with the 'report o'f the in­
spector, and, therefore, did not know whether 
he h.a,d made any recommendation or not. 
If his repo_rt showed that the department 
were labourmg- under disabilitv owing to the 
fact tha,t th<:y had insufficient inspectorn, then 
members m1ght approve of the action of the 
Gove!·nment in making these additional 
appomtme_nts. At any ra,te, it would be. 
mucl?- . easw_r for members to criticise the 
admimstratlOn of the Government if thev 
had in their hands the report of the Chie'f 
I;nspector, a.s they would then be in a posi­
tiOn to say whether good reasons were given 
for these appointments. Probablv there wa,s 
some reason for keeping the report back. 
Members of the Oppositior believed that if 
they were furnished 'l)'ith a report they would 

fMr. Corser. 

find that the prer'ent inspectors were suffi­
cient for the work, and that there was no 
necessity to increase the vote by £1,300 for 
the payment of new inspectors. Most of the 
new inspectors, he noticed, were appointed 
in and around Brisbane, with the exception 
of a lady inspector at Rockhampton and 
another at Townsville. 

The bell indicated that a further portion 
of the hon. member's time had expired. 

Mr. CORSER: There was an item of £24G 
on the vote for a, travelling inspector. What 
the duties of this officer would be it was very 
hard to my, and no information had been 
given on that point by the Minister. It 
struck him that this officer wa.• going to 
be an inspector of the honora.ry inspectors, 
the whip of the pa•·tv, as it were. In a,ny 
case, he lhought thes'e a,ppointments should 
be looked upon with some suspicion. Be­
sides the amount set down as salary for the 
trave1ling inspector, there "\Vas a.n increase 
of £700 in the item for travelling expenses. 
He contended that the Opposition ha,d every 
reason to regard these appointments with 
some suspicion. If a, travelling inspector was 
required, some good reason should be given 
for his appointment, but the Minister had 
not shown that there was any neces,,ity for 
such an officer. He contended that members 
ha,d a right to know 'Why the Government 
ha,d appointed so many new inspectors. He 
noticed also that the vote for clerks ha,d been 
increased from £390 to £725, and he shculd 
like to lmow whether that increase was 
justifiable. He did not say that those officers 
wPre re~eiving too much money, but he 
should like to know if the action of the 
Government in a,ppointing so many more 
clerks could be justified. The number of 
clerks in 1914-1915 was four, and this year 
the number was six. Last year the number 
of la,bour agents and inspectors was six, 
and this vear the number was nine. Members 
had bee;} given no information as to the 
nece,,sity for the additional appointments 
made in those eases. The Government had 
not the monev to spend this year that had 
been aYa,ila,ble in previous years, and it was 
not Tight that they should increase expendi­
ture in this wav unlees it was abs0lutely 
necessary. He sincerely hoped tha,t before 
the increase of £3.200 in the total vote was 
agreed to, the Minister would give them 
some information on this matter. 

ThE' bell indicated that the hon. member's 
full time had expired. 

Mr. GTTNN: The hon. member who had 
just sat down was very anxious to know the 
cause for the increase in the number of 
inspectors. He found that Nature showed 
how increases came along. It was a very 
well-known law in Nature that when the 
weather was bad lettuces rushed to seed in 
no time, and he noticed that inspectors 
invariably rushed to seed in bad times. It 
"a" a sign of bad times when they required 
so many inspectors. During such periods 
plenty of people in the country rushed to 
the Government or members supporting the 
Government, and said, " I was on your 
election committee at the last election and 
I want you to find me a .iob." 

Mr. CARTER : Are you speaking from 
experience? 

Mr. GUNN: He could see by the expres­
sion on the faces of the members sitting 
behind the Government that that was their 
experience at the present time. They had 
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any number of men coming down from the 
bush and saying to them, " I was chairman 
of your election comuitt~e; I want you to 
find me a job." And they had to go around 
the departments and scratch their hPads to 
find a position. The next thing was, "Can't 
we get you in some·where as an inspector? " 
He had a lot of unfortunate farmers in his 
electorate at the present time, and he was 
afraid that if the drought continued much 
longer they would come down and wo·rry 
him to get them poeitions as inspectors. 
unfortunately, he was afraid he was on the 
wrong side of the Hou-ie. .\s to the policy 
of " spoils to the victors," he did not expect 
anything else. All Governments saw that 
their political supporters got the positions, 
although in the past Liberal Administrations 
had bePn rather too honest. They did not 
give enough rewards to the victors; but he 
was thinking that there was no fear of that 
in regard to the present Government. They 
had all sorts of inspectors now, and he was 
quite convinced that thcv wanted some in­
spectors of inspectors, to ~ee thot the inspec­
tors performed their duties. They had 
provision made for a travelling inspector; 
whether he was to do that he did not know. 

Mr. GILDAY (Ithaca) thought that the 
leader of the Opposition recognised the fact 
that during the last three years there had 
lJ.,en a strenuous endeavour on the part of 
persons ·who desired proper administration 
to have a tra veiling inspector to look after 
the various a" "rds, and he thought that 
the Government should be congratulated on 
doing •omething to carry out the legislation 
which had been passed to protect people who 
could not protect themselves. No doubt the 
tra,_elling inspector was going to see' that 
]tuhce was done and that Acts were carried 
out in their entiretv. But it was onlv natural 
that that sort of thing should" not be 
]!alatable to their friends opposite. As one 
who had taken a great deal of interest in 
the industrial movement, he thought that 
the department a;, being remodelled in such 
a way that it would be a credit to the 
Government and ·a lastin<" monument to 
them i_n the future. Their'" friends opposite 
recogmsed that the system of carn·in~ out 
indnstrial legislation was going t-;, be so 
perfect that it would be a menace to them. 
Thev were unscrupulous individuals and 
durin!{ the three vears he had been a' mem­
ber, times out of number reputable firms 
had. communicated with the Chief Inspector 
askmg that the machinei'Y for preventing 
unscrupulous emuloyers from fleecing the 
11 orkers shoul? be put into operation, but in 
man::' cases his ~ands were practically tied. 
\n mspcct.or might find that a man had 
Yiolated certain awards and made a recom­
mendation to the department. That was sent 
to the Minister, and then the Crown 
Solicitor, ."!'d the result was, perhaps, that 
some P'?hhcal influence came in, and no 
prosecutwn was taken. He believed that the 
inspec.ton had dc;me . everything they could 
to brmg abo_ut JustiCe, but he thought it 
''·as a recogmsed fact that the Government 
ha? no rl~sire to adm!nistm: industrial legis­
latwn which had for Its obJect the doing of 
something to the people of Que.ensland. The 
hon. member for Burnett stated that it was 
unforhmate that he had no report. If the 
hon. member. during the last three or four 
months, had been taking notice-if his mind 
had been directed to the welfare of the 
people who required protection-he would 
have seen that there had been a larger 

number of prosecutions for violations of the 
law than hitherto. up to March, 1915, there 
were only twenty-two. In Brisbane and 
suburbs last year a little over £3,000 had 
been got for the employees as arrears of 
''ages, whilst in the rest of Queensland only 
a little over £1,000 had been obtained. That 
would show how country districts were 
administered in the past. According to the 
E"timat0s, the Government intended to put 
on sufficient inspeators to remedy that state 
of affairs. He thought that was most 
c,sential. 'rhe han. member for Burnett 
commented on the fact that it was costing 
£1,300 more for inspectors. vVa; not the 
fact that £3,000 was collected in arrears a 
justification for the appointment of extra 
inspectors to see that the people got justice? 
He predicted that during the coming year 
not only £3.000 but many thousands of 
pounds more would be got for the employees, 
because they would have better administra­
tion than hitherto. So far as the appoint­
ment of :Mr. Crampton was concerned, the 
:\Tinister had justified the position and his 
efficiencr as Director of Labour. If any man 
in Queensland unde"rstood the importance of 
that particular post, it was 3\Ir. Crampton, 
and he thought that hon. members of the 
Opposition ~Thould realise that, because they 
knew e'zactlv ,.-hat interest he had taken in 
industrial n1:~ttcrs in Queensland for many 
years. He thoroughly understood his 
IJOsition, and he was goin:s to deal out 
justice to both employers and employees. 
He was not a partisan. He had had the 
pleasure of working with him for manv 
YC"trS, and he knew his value, and he could 
speak in no other 'Vay than to say that both 
clas"'S were going to get justic<l at his 
hands. 

:tvfr. O'SvLLIVAN: 'rhe employers always 
had confidence in him. 

l\Ir. GILDAY: There was no doubt about 
that, and he felt sure that in respect of 
his administrative powers he would be a 
great acquisition to the Ltbour Department. 

Mr. BARNES (TVancick): It was to be 
expected that a vote which showed an in­
crease from £7,650 to £10,850, or an increase 
of 40 per cent., an increase in the number 
employed from twenty-nine to forty-five, 
would demand some criticism from the 
Opposition. He thought it was extraordinary 
that at a time like the present a hug'e 
expenditure of that kind should take place. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC vVOR!CS: You 
would like to see the department wiped out 
altogether? 

Mr. BARNES: Not at all. He was not 
going to complain in that direction, and he 
had no reason for complaint. But these were 
proposals with a degree of unfairm''" to the 
community genera.ll:v to the imposition of 
fresh tnxation and in the direction of the 
appointments that have been made. He 
was not <:oing to complain one bit about 
the appointment of the tra veiling inspector. 
He th?ught that, perhaps, nothing was more 
essential to see that the work of the ordinarv 
residential inspector was ca.rried out. Fre­
quently an employer of labour required 
information, and it was not to be supposed 
that the residential insp,cctor ,,:ould have at 
his finger's end every aspect of labour legis­
lation and conditions, and it was neceseary 
for such an employer to be posted up by a 
person who had full and general knowledge, 
such as he imagined a travelling inspector 
would have. The Fame remark applied to 

Mr. Barnes.] 
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:the lady inspectors. They were a wonderful 
advantage. 'l'he great bulk of employers 
were reputable, and desired oni v to do a fair 
thing. And if, in ignorance, they might be 
doing what was not right, they only required 
to be put right. Men were entirely depen­
dent in thc,,.e days on the goodwill of those 
who served them, and it was wretched poor 
policy for any man to impose on those who 
were in his emploJ·· Consequently, no one 
feared the greatest ventilation on tho;,e 
points. But however goo-d Mr. Crampton 
rnight be-and, no doubt, he 'vas Q good 
man-he had not graduated in the publio 
~ervice, and in all fairness the righteous 
thing would have been to appoint somebody 
in the service. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: Did Mr. McGhie 
_graduate in the public service? 

:Mr. BARNES: He was not sure. They 
had a very efficient ofl1cer in the service 
at present, the Chief Inspector of Fac­
tories, and he might have been passed on 
to the position. He gradually worked his 
way up to a position of honour. If they 
were to have a .perfect . publie service, they 
would provide that all the members would 
have equal opportunity of working up to the 

best positions. The Minister dis­
~7.30 p.m.] a>sociated himself from the idea 

of rewards to the victors, or 
nwking political appointments. He scorned 
the very idea, yc \c this afternoon he said 
that, all things being considered, the right 
thing to do was to give preference to union­
ists. The hon. member for Bowen was 
horror-struck with the idea at the wrongs 
done by Liberals in making appointments 
.of Liberals to certain positions in the State, 
yet he said no one should get an appoint­
ment who was not a unionist. According to 
him, the unionist was the only person who 
-could do the right thing in the country. He 
did not believe that the party with which 
he (Mr. Barnes) had been connected had 
any idea of giving preference to Liberal 
SLlpporters. No doubt, Liberal supporters 
received appointmentc, but it was utterly 
faL<e to say that they were appointed be­
,cause they were Liberals, because that was 
foreign to the Liberal policy and contrary 
to the provisions which guided Liberals in 
their conduct with their fellows. The hon. 
member for Bm.en insinuated that unionists 
were not able to get work because they 
were unionists. He did not believe that 
bald statement. As an employer of labour, 
he did not care whether a man was a 
unionist or not. 

Mr. CARTER: So long as you can make a 
profit out of them. 

Mr. BAR?\ES: The hon. member judged 
other p?ople by himself. They found in 
another gre~t department in the Common· 
w•~ alth, ":hen they wanted to make provision 
for th" imposition of the income tax, they 
handed o1·er the control of the wo"k to the 
Land Tax C::nnmissioner. All that extra 
duty was C.lst upon him to do. 

Hon .• J. A. FIHELLY: Has he not got an 
extra staff to do it? 

Mr. BAR?\ES: He would have an extra 
st:J.ff if it was essential 

Hon .• T. A. FIHELLY: He has also got the 
exnerience. 

).1r. B.\R~E<;: So did ::Yh. Crowther have 
·the experience. They now hud two heads in 
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the Department of Labour and Factories. 
\Vhat would the country come to if the 
departments were to be 'conductEd on that 
very liberal scale by inc1·easing the numb<or 
of appointments? ·was it pos·oible that there 
vyas anything in connPction tYith the ~p1ount 
or cmploy«lent coincident with the Lahour 
Government being in power? \Y as there 
any greater noces~,ity for having an incrc,;:~,se 
in tho number of men to fmrl employment 
for the people to-Llay than there was any 
other day? .... L\. large nutnbcr of citizens of 
.\ustra!ia had gone to the front, and their 
pluces had to be filled. yet it would appear 
from the fact of this vctc, on account of that 
incre~ e of unemployment it was necessary 
\) have an increase in the number of iv­
spcctors in order to fina employment for the> 
uncmployf•d. They knew there was a vast 
amount of unemploym~nt to-day, and that 
miGht ~e associated with the fact that the 
Governn1ent were running on lines. ini1nical 
to the best inter<·'ts of the count~y. HP 
strongly prot<~sted against a big increase of 
thLt kind. 

Mr. PAYNE (Jlitche/1): Nearly every 
member of the Oppo•,ition speaking on this 
qu~,~tion had raised a cry about the mcreascd 
number of insvectors appointed. If the Ryan 
Government could not see that the adminis­
tr ,•tion of the various Acts was u.rried out 
better than the late Government, then he 
was sorrv for then1. Hon. 1nembors asked 
the rea,,;n fo1 theoe appointments of extrl'J. 
inspectors. 'l'hey all ,,.dmitted that money 
\vas sc.:nce, and th0t things did not look too 
prosperous, but anyone who lived in the 
\V< !tern districts would know that they had 
epidemic,, of typhoid fever there owing to 
thL' sanitary conditions which >•ere allowed 
t0 pcevail. That was a disgrace to any 
Government. \Vhen theY looked at the 
travelling shearing plants, and the accom­
modatiou provided for men to-day, they 
could say it was inferiqr to what it was 
thirty years ago when he 1\ a3 shearing. 

The CI-IAIRMA~: Or-der ! The hon. 
gentleman can discuss that on the Estimates 
of the Agricultur>al Department. 

::Ylr. PAYXE: He was dealing with the 
appointn1l'nt of inspectors, and there was no 
doubt more in,peetors were needed in the 
Works Department to see that the Act was 
properly administere·d. The lopsided way 
the Act had been administered in the past 
''~as a disgrace to uny Governn1ent. If tho 
Ryan Government were not going io protect 
the people, and provide decent «C~ommoda­
tion for them, then they were L1iling in their 
dutv. \Vhen humanitarian Acts were put 
on "the qtatute-book, they should be carried 
out. Member;, opposite talked about the 
tyr.anny of unionism. He had been black­
balled himself all over Queensland for 
being· man erough to stand up for his rights. 
\Vhat started the unions in Queensland long 
before the workers attempted to organiBe? 
At that time one of the strongest unions in 
Australia was the rich, wealthy pa •,toralists' 
union. Any man who had the moral courage 
to stand up for his rights was blackballed 
from one end of Qu<Jen·,land to the other. 
There were verv few stores in \Vestern 
Queensland then," and they existed 50 to 100 
n.1iles apart. On some of the station stores 
the names of certain individuaL. were posted 
up, stating that no provisions were to be 
supplied to them under any consideration. 

Mr. BARNES: \Vhat was the reason? 
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Mr. P A YXE: Because of the industrial up­
'heaval.' in the eighties and nineties. The 
hon. member for \V arwick seemed to be verv 
innDcent. ::\1embers talked about the' tyranny 
ot unionism, but he hoped he wDuld never 
live to "''C the dav wh.·n unionists would be 
unreason:cble. He' huped they would never 
b.• as unreasonble as the capitalistic clBc·<; 
was twenty-five years ago. He heard charges 
kvelled at tlw Governmont about the tyranny 
Df putt'ng tbeir own class into positions. 
In the pa-t fifty yeelrs, when the Liberals 
were in power, if a man stood up for his 
rights he would get nothing for himself. 
He hop~d the Ryan Government ,,ould give 
fair play to evnyone. and he was sure they 
would do u,_ He was sure the Rvan Go­
vernment were going to do good '~ork for 
the countrv. It wa, about time that the 
toilers o[ this country got a littlE' bit of 
their own 1Yay. They had been fi9'hting for 
the pr ;t thirty years, and fighting an uphill 
battle, and they were going to get something 
now. If thE' Ryan Government did not c:ur.v 
out the legislation which was submitted to 
the peDple-if they went back on the Pre­
mier's stat-ement at Barcaldinc-what kind of 
people would they be? He knew they were 
not going back on that, and so far as tlw 
critic~s.n1 \Vas c,J::lccrncd, it \ras ycrv w-eak 
indeed. ' 

Mr. M~PHAIL (1Vinrlsor) ; The Labour 
party not o,-Jy in~isted on making laws, but 
lw belim·ed in them being sympathetieally 
at!mini,tcl·c•l \Yh-cn this GDvernment came 
into pov. er they found certain industrial 
machinerv had been aliDwed to rust because 
it had n~t been properly put into use. The 
Government o,·crhauled the industrial machi­
n<'ry, c1d put it into proper us.o, and they 
exp''' ted the department to work more 
smocthly and rrc:·omplish the purposes for 
which the Government was returned. They 
found that thD Opposition were now taking 
u]> the attitude to disagree with the policy 
o£ the Government. In the paet, provious 
Governments made no attempt to put the 
industria I machinery into proper working 
Drder. 'vVith men who understood the condi­
tions as they iihould be understood, he· was 
co01firlent th0y v. ouid get better results, and 
the Queensland workers, in whose intereo.ts 
these ]a ws were introduced, "auld get what 
they had not been abl0 to get in the past. 
He maintained that there "as. perhaps, onlv 
one Dth<'r o;entleman in the Stat.- who wa·s 
better fitted for the position of Director of 
Labour than the present head of the depart­
rr.ont. and that was the present Treasurer. 
Mr. CramptDn had made practicallv a life 
study of the industrial movement, ~nd had 
carcfullv considered the industrial la.ws in 
existence in Australia and in other countries 
Di the world, and so was eminently fitted 
for his position. As far as his integrity was 
-concernPd, he Yentured to say, notwith­
sVmding what members oppDsit-e had said 
a bout his political beliefs, that there was no 
man at present in the service of the Queens­
land Government who would give fairer 
treatment to both employe<'s and emplovers 
than they would get from :Mr. Crampton. 
Smne membt:rs opposite said that he should 
not have been appointed to the position he 
DCcupied because he was not a public serv,•nt 
and had nDt worked his way up in the 
,department. Some of the public depart­
ments had been failures because they had 
be·'n administered sdely by officers whose 
experience had been confined to the Gov.ern­
ment servic'-~. It ·was necessary in some 

-departmenh that men from ouhidre should 
be selected for responsible positions, and 
that tho choice should not be re,tricted to 
nH~n who v ero trainetl in tt particular groove. 
It had been said that the Government had 
no right to make extra appointments at the 
present time. He contended that if a depart­
ment was cramped, and could not do its 
work properly for want of assistance, it 
should be given the nece-sary assistance. 
During the last four years, no lors than 
1.716 appointments had bec;n made in the 
civil ~en·ice of Victoria, and Df that number 
a great porcentD :so w~ro inspectors in di£­
fc·rent callings. 'rhe inc rea so proposed in 
this Yote v, ag a con1r:arati,roly small one­
from twenty·nine impcctors to forty-1i1·e. 
\Vith regard to e. sympathetic admini>tration 
of the law, he W"-S quite convinced that in 
t:1e past, if j nspcdnrs rna do reports or 
lCcommendations v,ith reference to prosecu­
tion" for a non-ob.-ervance of the law, and 
c-ertain employers made rcpre'·entations to 
the Minister, the· pro'ecutions were not pro­
ceeded with. Now, '' e had Ministers who 
·.-.·ere prepared to ,ee that every man who 
did not obey the Ia w was prosecuted. Dur­
ing tho year 1914-15, up to March, there· WPre 
rm]y tw<m';;·-two prosecution-- by this depart­
ment. That did not indude a number oi 
prosu•utions which "ere rccDmmendcd but 
were turned dm•tn. Since the advent of the 
Lebour Government, the p1·osecutions made 
and pending numbered 1C.J. That showed 
that, whPn inspectors made their reports. 
their rc>commendations wore likely to be 
carried out, no matter what might be the 
pDsition of the employer who had broken the 
law. The in<-r<'.lse in this vote was only 
an increase v. hich would con'l' tlie proper 
administration of the department. Had the 
same amount of work been done by the 
department in the past as it was doing at 
tho pre'·<'nt tim<', mDre money would have 
been required in previous years; but because 
it did not suit the previous Gm·ernment to 
offend their friends, many things wuo not 
done which should have been done. He be­
lieved the department was now well equipped 
,,-ith inspectms who understood their busi­
nes,, and who WDuld work con•cientiously 
with the head of the department. The de­
partmrnt would treat all those who were 
seeking worl< fairly, and there would be no 
discrimination betwe·en the applicants, just 
as there would be no discrimination made 
bctw<'n those who broke the law. The :Minis­
ter was to be commended for remode1ling 
the department and bringing it into a condi­
tion which wDuld give the very best results to 
the State. 

c\rr. BRIDGES (Xunrlah): He had a griev­
ance whieh he wished to bring before the 
Commi\tee. .1 hairdresser in his district 
had bcE'n summoned for breaking the law, 
a 2od he- believed that he was the only hair­
drcs:·T in Queensland whD had been sum­
moned for th:1t particular Dffence. 

~·lr. KIRWAX: No, that is not correct. 

:Ylr. BRIDGES: Wdl, he was the only one 
dw had been summoned at that time. \II 
he eould say 1o.ith regard to the matter was 
that he could get his h<.tir cl't r"nd his beo"rd 
himmecl at alma~~ any l•our at hairdressers' 
shops-not in his electorate-and that those 
pnsom. had not been prosecuted. He thought 
at the time that th0 amendment made in the 
F-..ctori<'s and Shops Act dealing with ilw 
hours of \vork in hairdre&,;ers' shops wa.-, a 
mistake, and he had spoken to the Secrt>tary 

Mr. Bridpes.] 
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for Public \Vorb on the subject. The hon. 
gentlE'man had led him to believe that some 
'mall amendment would be made 1n the 
Act, and he should like to know from the 
hen. gentleman whether it was his intention 
io amend the Factories and Shops Act in 
this particular. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
He was having inquiries made as to whether 
;i; would be practicable to make an amend­
ment in the direction the hon. gentleman 
suggested, and he thought that he would be 
able to devise some scheme which would 
n,eet the circumstances. 

.. Ivlr .. S'~iYAYN~: At the beginning of the 
diScussion on this vote he spoke of the matter 
o [ giving a monopol-? of Government em­
r,Joyment to certain people, and so far the 
;eply , of members opposite had beeu, 
· you re another; your party did the same 

thmg when they were in office." That was 
not correct. Vvhen the Liberal party wmo 
·~l office, no man seeking employment under 
tn~ <;:;overnment was asked what his political 
opmwns were. As a matter of fact, they 
·.• ould find that men who had stEwd as 
Labour candidates and had been defeated 
had been appointed to positions in the ser­
';i!Ce by the ~iberal Government. A typical 
•nstancc whiCh occurred to him at t2Jat 
"l1oment was the appointment of a gentleman 
•Io»' a. member of the Commonwealth Parlia­
llent to a re·,ponsible position in Sydney, 
after he had been defeated as a candidal<' 
for the Commonwealth ParlJaaH·J.t. rhat 
appointme:r:t was made by Mr. Kidston, and 
" he had time he had no doubt he could find 
n dozen similar instances in which men who 
ver.e. not .Liberals ha~ been appointed to 
posrtwns rn the sernce by the Liberal 
!Jovernment. The j)rinc.ipal argument med 
r .r members opposite m defence of the 
z.etion of the Government in giving prefer­
ence to unionists v; as that the people of 
Qu.eensland kn~w th.1t this preference was 
gomg to be given v:i1en thev returned the 
I~abour party to power. The people of 
Queensland never had any idea that such 
r:r.eference w:'" .goi':'g to. be given. The one 
tlnng that ·sas mstil!ed mto their minds was 
t.hat if the Labour party were placed in 
power they would reduce the price of food. 
and he was sure that if thB party had 
announced their intention of giving employ­
D'_iCilt onlc· to members of certain organisa­
tiOns they would not be in the po,ition which 
they occupied to-day. Kot only did one hon. 

member on the other side tell 
[8 p.m.] them what he had just said, but 

. . he made. the pregnant statement 
tnat It would be qmte a fair thinu if every 
Government official who di·d not o hold the 
sr<Jne opinion as tbe Government were 
removed ... He ~poke about t~e necessity of 
.Iavmg offiCials m svmpathv with the Govern­
rr,ent . for the time ·.b~inil', ·and he suggested 
ua.~Tnn£r out th0 mrqmtous principle that 
wnh the advent of a party to power there 
.. hould be change throughout the whole of 
the offices. That was said by those behind 
tne Government. who drove the Government, 
und would m~lm t_hem do · .. uch things 
whether they hh"<'! rt or not. It was just 
a,. well that the people should realise before 
the next election that when they returned 
to office they had tD expect a clean sweep. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: He wanted once more 
to ask for a definite answer from the Minis­
ter in charge of the Estimates in regard to 
the employment of unionists. The Minister 
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in charge said that he was taking an unfair· 
advantage by asking a parenthetical ques­
tion. The case would occur again. The 
people ought to know exactly where they 
stood. He had quoted the case of a man out 
of employment who was a non-unionist and 
was told to register.· He endeavoured to 
register, and whiht the organiser did not 
say that they v. ould not register him, he 
did not say that they would. It wa, put to 
him as a man whether he did not think that 
there were so many out of employment who 
had been unionists before he had been that 
they ought to have first place. There was 
no attempt to register him. He would also· 
like to raise the question of the employment 
at the agency of all person' who were seek­
ing employment in various Government 
departments. They were told that they were 
going to be employed through the agency 
only, and he thought it was the hon. member 
for 'l'oombul who asked certain questions in 
regard to applications for employment, ten 
at Ipswich and t\velvc at Enoggera. The 
men at Ipswich were paid 7s. 6d. per day. 
He did not know whether that was the 
standard wage, but probably the Minister 
would be able to tell him whether the 
Government were going to give the standard 
wage prevailing outside in regard to employ­
ment of that sort. Further, they pa,sed an 
Act that where men were employed in large 
construction 'vorks, certain arrangements 
were to be made by the employers with 
regard to tent accommodation, cooking 
utensils, and matters of that kind. H<:> 
thought that it was on the 5th October last 
that a question was asked as to whether a 
number of persons were told by the Railway 
Department that they must bring their own 
appliances. He would like to know whether 
the policy of the Government was to dis­
criminate against persons outsid1·, but more 
particularly was he interested in the ques­
tion he first propounded. Surely the Govern­
ment should have no he,itation in saying 
whether it was going to be preference to 
unionists in all cases. He wanted to know, 
given a non-unionist who was of equal 
ability with a unionist, but who happened 
to be a marr.ied man, whether preference 
would be given to the unionist who was 
unmarried. 

1\![r. FoLEY: Can you give us a reason why 
he should not be a unionist? 

liON. J ... TOLMIE: He was not called 
upon to give a reason. 

The bell indicated that the hon. member's 
time had expired. 

Mr. FOLEY (J£undingburra): It was very 
refreshmg to him, after six y0\1l'S on the 
other side, to hear members of the Oppo­
sition complain so bitterly about the action 
of the Labour Government in appointing 
certain inspectors to see that the laws which 
had been forced on the statute-book by the 
late Liberal Government themselves were 
carried out. They knew that ,,,1me of those 
laws had been simply flouted by the capi­
talist employers. They might just as well 
not be on the statute-book as be there in the 
way thev were administered by the late 
Governm£mt. Re knew that he had brought 
cases under the notice of the department 
where shops in Townsville had been allowed 
to keep open after decent tradesmen had 
closed their establishments. He had given 
a case where two respectable tradesmen 
found no fewer than fourteen Chinamen's 
shops doing an illegitimate business after 
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hours, and reported to the impcctor. He 
suprn.'.~cl that the inapeetor reported to the 
~\lic,;ster or the head oflice in Bri•bano, but 
no p,~tion was taken. lie brought tho n1atter 
up in the House, aml the late ?,linistor for 
\Vorks told him that five summonses had 
bc"n issued. The ne" d was flashed to '!.'owns 
ville on the wire next morning, n.nd he got 
a wir.• immediately to say that no summonses 
had been io;subl, although three da' s after­
vvards flye su:rnn1ons€'s 1vcre issued. Hr 
mentioned th.•t to show the nece,·ity for 
more inspectors. Thuy wanted m<n they 
could rely on to see that tho legislation they 
par.sed in that Honse was properly adminis­
tered. He remembered that on one occasiOn 
he complained that there should be '' woman 
inspector in Tm,·nsvllle. A goodly number 
of girls working as tailorp•,ses, seamstresse,, 
and drec•>makcrs had not been gcttmg the 
5s. per w<Oek which it was provided that they 
should get. It had been the custom to pay 
them nothing for six months, 2s. 6d. per 
week for the next six months, and at the 
twelve months turn them adrift and take 
on others in their plac:'s. A large number 
of girls were put on, but the employers 
carried out the same rule, because there was 
no inspector there to see that they got the 
5s. The l}overnment decided to send up one 
of their women inspectors, and there were 
dozens of cas<'> in which it was founcl the 
girls vn:.re not getting the wages provided 
by la1:. A good many employer.; were 
called upon to pa;:, not only 5s. per w,eek 
from then omyards, but 5s. from the hme 
the law was passed or they should have 
been grotting it. One member said it was 
a waste of money to appoint a female 
inspector in Towmville and another in Rock­
hampton. \Vhatever hon. members opposite 
might think, it was plain th!'t inspectors 
were needed to see that the girls got even 
the small wage to which they were entitled. 
Hon. members opposite also pointed out that 
the Government were appointing none but 
Labour supporters or sympathisers. Even 
if the Rvan Government could be charged 
with that it was well known to members 
opposite that it was previously no use for 
a man with Labour sympathies to apply for 
a Government billet. 

Ron. J. TOL1IIE: We cited cases. 

Mr. FOLEY: It was of no use the le:1der 
of the Opposition objecting. because he knew 
such was the case. He had known men him­
self who had been affected aftilr the Govern­
ment had d, cicled thnt onl"· public servant.; 
should conduct. elections. The hon. member 
seemed to forget the time when a large 
familY of -returning officers and poll clerks 
were "kept han_ging on in order to attend _all 
elections-parliamentary and loce,l authonty 
elections. 

Mr. MuRPHY: That is the system in New 
South Wales to-day? 

Mr. FOLEY : It used to be the sy;;tem in 
Queensland. He had known the same people 
everv time when an election was taking place 
to b~ always appointed as returning officers 
or poll cleTks. That practice was altered 
in Queensland, and the Government decided 
that they would appoint public servants and 
polic€ magistrates to conduct elections, but 
they still had the power to retain the old 
type of returning officers to carry out the 
elections. He knew that some of those 
public servants had a wish to appoint men 
with Labour leanings as well as those with 
Liberal leanings. Men had come to him and 
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c,aid th;·y would like to employ certain 
individuals, but that th:o:· would be afraid 
to appoint them to any position in the town 
for fear it should be known, but that they 
would s<',;ld them to polling-booths in the 
country where no one would know them. If 
they had appointed them in the town, the 
chances WC!'e that their employment would 
have b0en jeopardi .ed. Tho position was 
that the Labour party were putting men 
.into positions who had been their supporters 
all their lifetime. They had a right to see 
that the mrn who had fought the battle 
of Labour for yPars, if other things were 
equal, should get the billets. 

::\;lr. ::YIL'Rl'HY: But the trouble is that it is 
the new comers in the Labour movement who 
are gr aing all the " splash." 

Mr. FOLEY: He knew that some of the 
recent appointees had beAn battling in the 
Labour cause for years. It was well known 
that the late Government when they had a 
billet vacant always gave it to the man who 
they thought was a supporter of their in­
ter0sts. He did not blame them too m,uch 
for that, but he used to say sometimes that 
where a man was an honest, straightfoTward 
n1an, and in some case-., more capa.blc than 
the Liberal supporter, he could not get the 
job because he was a Labour supporter. 
Yet they were told that this Government had 
no right to put men into positions if they 
were Labour supporters. The hon. member 
for Bowen said that he was surprised that 
the Labour party had not turned out half 
the public sen·ants, but he (Mr. Foley) did 
not think that the public servants should be 
made to suffer faT the sins of the Govern­
ment thev had had to serve, but everything 
else being equal, the Labour party should 
have tho same right to put their men into 
positions as the Liberal Government had 
alwavs claimed for themselves. He had seen 
the time when people had simply been told 
that thev had no right to apply for jobs. 
He could have had any amount of good jobs 
in Townsville if he had not been a Labour 
mew. He was told that it would never do 
to allow him to hold the political opinions 
he had if he went into a Government posi­
tion, and for that re:ason he never went into 
a Government position. 

Han. J. ToL:I!IE: You were bPtter off. 

Mr. FOLEY: He had had an independent 
spirit and had been able to say what he 
liked on the political platform, but a Go­
vernment Eervant could not do so, or he 
would get the sack. He had got the sack 
from a Liberal employer for expressing his 
political opinions, but he lived through it. 
On tho debate on the Address in Reply he 
had stated that he had been fighting for 
thirty years in Queensland for the day when 
a Labour Government would be sitting on 
the Tre:tsury benches. They used to be told 
that whert the laws did not suit them they 
should send their representatives in to alter 
them, and they were altering them now, and 
he knew it would not suit han. members 
opposite. They would naturally cry out, 
but notwithstanding that, they were going 
to put the planks of their platform on the 
statute-book. If that were done, with proper 
administration the result would be the best 
for the whole of the State and not for any 
particular portion of ~it only. 

The bell indicated that portion of the hon. 
member's time had expired. 

Mr. Foley.] 
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Mr. FOLEY said that he would take a few 
minutes longer. Han. members opposite 
said that the Labour legislation "as clas; 
legislation, but in answer to that he wanted 
hon. members opposite to understand, if it 
was class legislation, that the workin.g cl.ass 
was tho great class. They were legrslatmg 
for tho greatest class and trying to bring 
about the greatest good for the greatest 
number. Their object was to legislate in the 
best interest of the whole community. 

:VIr. GUNN: Non-unioni,t·;, too? 

:".fr. FOLEY: Yes, non-unionists as well as 
nnionists. They wanted to make conditions 
such that all men couLd live under good con­
ditions, antl in o ~- der tD -do thut it n1ight 
be nect:ssary to Gsk 'iSOnle of the big 
capitalists to dicgorge some o[ their big 
profits, in order that the worko;, who created 
'l'oolth, shouk: have a bettc:r share of the 
wealth he produced. He d:d not cay that 
tlre Labour Govenuw"t any more than the 
Liberal Government cuuld find '"Hk at once 
for all and sundry, but their object was to 
find work for everybody, and in order ~o do 
that they were going to make land avarlable 
at such prices and in such quantities that a 
man who wished to take up lund and make 
a living on it could easily do so. By putting 
land into cultivation he would find work 
both for him.elf and others. They had only 
bvcn in powec' a few months, and had not 
been 'able to know what they could do. 
Under the drought co7'ditions they could not 
make the progreH \Yhich they would l1ave 
mude in good sea·.ons, but their object was 
to make conditions such that everybody who 
\\ould work would be able to provide for 
himself and his family a decent living. 

Mr. GUNN: If the ideas of the han. 
member were carried out, no one would have 
any objectron. The hon. member said that 
eVGrybody should have a job, whether he 
\Vas a unionist or a non-unionist, but the 
object of the Labour party was to take care 
of those who took care of them. They had 
no tirne for A.nybod:.~ unless he \vas a n1nonist. 
It rnight ha}JlH.)n th-",t [t selector ntigi1t 1ncet 
with misfo~i une, and lose all he had got, 
and he \Youl.d have to jojn a utiion to get 
work, but he might not have the mon. y to 
pay the fees. He had he-ard of a man in 
this city who was looking for a job, but he 
\HS not allowed to join a union. He would 
lik'i' to quote a telegram from Melbourne, 
which appeared in the Brisbane "Tele­
graph." It read-

" In further reply to the charge that 
the Federal Government is not carrying 
out its profe.·•,,e,! policy of giving p:efer­
ence to unionist·•·, and to the specific 
instance• cited by tho ;.wretary of the 
U•1ited Labourers' Union, tho Minister 
for Iiu:no Affairs En;vs th:lt he had 
obtained r< ;>orts L·om his clerk's of works, 
;•nd those "howed that all the men em­
plo; eel on work:> connected with the. 
Works De'lartment were unionist> except 
one or t\vo in out-of-the-way places, 
where there were no unionists." 

\Yhat chu,.ce was there for a non-unionist Y 
A IY'an mm.t be a unioniBt if he wi,.hed to 
live. It had bum said, in reference to tho 
election of m~mbm··> to tho WaJ:cr and 
S0wcragn Board, that everybody 11·ho 
bought gToCPrie .. , over the counter in Queen 
street hehc:d to pay the rates, and should 
have a voice in tho election; but here, 

[11·1 r. Folwy. 

\Vhcre everybody paid rates, or:l~ one cl'!ss 
had a cay in the profits porlammg to tne 
Go,·ernment dcpartmente, and that was the 
mrionists. A non-unioni;,t could either starve 
or die. 

Qu0stion put and passed. 

JcsncE DEPARHIEXT. 
CHICF OFFICE. 

"Hox. J. A. FIHELLY (Puddington) 
rr:un.>cl that £11,5~j be grantee[ for " Chief 
Office. ' A hw changes had occurred 
rBcently in th- department. In the first 
pLce. he wii>hed to refer to the death of the 
late· "Gnrler :)ccrctar·.; for Justice, .c;,Ir. J, B. 
Ilall. The deceased g-cntlc.J.lan \V,1 a very. 
faithful oiilcer, who had E· • ved the State for 
1nany years, ~nd they all sinrcre:ly re;;rctted 
his deuth. (Hear, hear!) Thc .. y had amal­
g . .uuated the ·office of TJnder Secret-ary .and 
Crown Solic·ilor, which he thought >wuld 
rE:sult in a fair ~aving. It 'vould b~ notwml 
that £1,000 more \ras asked fr,r this :,~car 
th'ln ,va's granted b.st yc.tr. Thnt- ipcreasJ 
of £1 000 was on •aceount of th·c a;1pomtment 
of fL)l{r court shorthand writers at £250 each. 
Shnrthand "j_·itrrs ''"ere very necessary in 
the conrts. Tho ra ;'ings pfi'd ~:tJ in the 
dcparhnent enabled thc .. rl to give increa~es 
amcuntin,r to ubout £240, and al;-o to. appomt 
a barristm· at £240. 

Mr. AR:,cSTROKG: C.an those shorthand 
\Hit· ts take "Llp the work hich has becm 
done by the "Hansard " staff' 

Hox. J. A. FIHELLY: They would take 
up tho work in tho court which the 
".Hamard " staff had been domg. He was 
afraid that for a while they would not be 
able lo relieve the "Ha1c·,ard " :!·nff alto­
gether. hut possibly later on they. wou!d 
inc!easo the number of shorthand wrrters m 
the court. 

Hon. J, TOLMIB: \Yhat are the barristcc·'s 
duties? 

HoN . .T. A. FIHELLY: He was one of the 
legal assistar,te, and he lhoug·ht he conduct~d 
all the cases for the Railwav Department 111 

regard tn appea]•,, find so forth: I-Ie knew 
of his own knowledge tktt durmg the !ast 
couple of months he had been kept partrcu­
larlv busy with respect to butter and other 
necessary. commoditie·.. (Laughter.) He 
knew he had worked very hard. 

11r. MURPHY: What is his name? 

HoN. J. A. FIHELLY: Mr. Hutcheon. 
He was a man of very wide experience and 

a very oapuble officer. He had 
[8.30 p.m.) spent a few years in the Agent-

General's Office in London. He 
was not singling him out for any special 
praise, but as hie· name had been mPnlroned, 
he thought it onh right to say that he was 
a very capable officer. 

Hox. J. TOLMIE: His views coincided 
with the statemmt of the J\linist,3r with 
reeard to the late Mr. Hall. H<' was a 
ge':rtleman who had been in the service for 
!Jloro than fortv vears. He was a very good 
officer. and he "I1ad always found him willing 
to assist him in any way he could wheneyer 
he had occasion to wait on him. His death 
had boon· a lo,s to the department, and the 
Minieter's eulogv of the gentleman was well 
-deserved. The l\ll:inister had some oppor­
bnity of meeting the late Mr. Hall in con­
nection with the work of the office, and 
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·;mew that he carried out dutie,; in a capable 
manner. His place hrd been taken by the 
Crown Solicitor, and the two of!ices had 
Leen amalgamated. \Yhilst he ·deplored the 
c1eath of Mr. Hall, still he thought that the 
gentleman who succeeded him 'Yas one who 
"vuld discharge the duties of the of!ice in 
such a \Yay as to co:tnn1and tho. adn1iration 
ei all members of the Chamber. (Hear, 
·h_e<ar !) He knew that gentleman a longer 
tune than any member of the House and 
he knew that as a lad he always gave 'great 
promise. That promim had been amply ful­
fil'ed by the position to which he had 
.attained. He was sure that Mr. McCawlPv 
"uukl discharge the functions of his office 
i 1 ·uch a way as to secure the l1earty co­
o;Jeration of all members of the staff and 
make his department a credit to the State. 
There had not be(m many changes in the 
head oflice, and the items which appeared 
were very much the same as before. He did 
not know that there as much room for 
criticism. He .-aw provioion was mn.de for a 
legal assistant. He pre; .umed that was the 
i~entleman to whom the Minister had just 
referred. 11r. Hutcheon was one of the 
bvys of Queensland. He graduated in the 
department over ·which the Minietcr for 
Agriculture presided, and he was an excel­
lent officer. He went to the Agent-General's 
Office in London, and whilst there qualified 
.for the bar. He was very glad to see him 
bwk m Queensland. and to know that he was 
r..sJociated with the public service still. 
Probably later. o_n he might, like other young 
1;wn who ~ad Jomed the senice, find a wider 
held for his employment. The Minister made 
reference t_o the _pos;ibility of a readjustment 
lll. conn<;chon With the courts. The Minister 
lr:Ight give them some information about the 
fo'!r shorthand writers appointed at £250 
apiece. 

Ron. J. A. FIHELLY: They were found to 
be successful. 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: His Government 
appointed them temporarily to ascertain how 
1_he e:::12eriment worked, but there was a 
mspos1twn on the part of the judges-he 
'''ould not Fay to re,ont the appearance of 
tho shorthand writers--

Han. J. A. FIHELLY: You need not mind 
seying it. I will not take exception to it. 

RoN. J. 'I'OLMIE: It was quite possible 
that the_ shorthand . writers might not be as 
('1<pert m the takmg of evidence as the 
~udges, but thE' judges had come to the con­
clusion that their labour could be very 
mnch shortened by the usc of the shorthand 
vcrit<;rs. That made up the £1,000. It was 
<t Wise step to appoint four shorthand 
writers, because it. would lessen litigation 
and b!'l a great ~avmg to the ):;eneral public. 
He d1d not qmte understand the Minister 
~hen he _said he would not take any excep­
twn to hJs remark about the resentment of 
the judges in regard to this matter. He did 
not. know whether r,nything had taken place 
which caused the hon. gentleman to make 
that remark. 

Han. J. A. FIHELLY: None whatever. It 
''as purely that shorthand matter. 

Hox. J. TOLMIE: He did not know 
whether the incident which he referred to 
had re~ched t~nt stage that they might ask 
the Mm1ster m charge to give them .an 
explanation. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: It would be indiscreet 
for you to odo so. 

Hox. J. TOL:MIE: Would the Minister 
give them an explanntion of the attitude 
taken up by the Chief Justice? 

Hon. J. A. I<'JHllLLY: I do not know that 
any incident exi ;~ts. 

HaN. .T. TOLMIE : He did not know 
wh(ther the Chief Justice w.1s not right m 
taking up the attitude he did in regard to 
a certain n1atter. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: It would be just as 
v. ell to pest pone that matter. 

RON. J. TOL:i\IIE: He was wondering 
v:i1cther the J\Iinister thought it was a fair 
thing to g·o into that quec.tion. 

Han. J. A. FIHELLY: It has nothing to 
do with me. 

Hox. J. TOL::\IIE: H0 noticed that some 
hon. gentleman said that the ~'l.ttorncy-Gen­
cral had the matter in hand. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: I said nothing at alL 
I simply ~xpre.-,cd profound aGtonishment. 
(Lcughter.) 

HoN. J. TOLMIE: The Minister did not 
astonish members when he expres,ed astonish­
ment, as that was his normal condition of 
mind. (Laught< r.) However, if the hon. 
gentleman thought that matten were in such 
a position at the pr0sent time that they 
could not fully discuss it, he would defer it 
to another occasion. Did the Minister give 
him that assurance? 

Han. J. \. FJHELLY: I do not know that 
the incident exists. I have not been ref0rred 
to so far. 

HoN. J. 'I'OL11IE: That was only working 
round the question. The han. gentleman 
knew that a situation had arisen, and the 
Chief Justice expressed himself strongly in 
regard to some matters. He did not know 
if the Minister was dealing with that quee-
tion. • 

Ron. J. A. FIHELLY: I only know what 
I saw in the papers. 

HoN. J. 'J'OLMIE: In the absence of the 
Attorney-General, he would not raise the 
question. It was a matter that the publi" 
mind would like to see settled in some way 
because thoro could not be diecord betw0e~ 
the Justice Department and the Chief Jus­
tice. It was just as v ell that fnll light 
should be thrown on to the mat0r. Could 
the hon. gentleman give them some informa­
tion as to whether it was proposed to in­
crease the number of judges of the Supreme 
Court? It was a question that arose in con­
nection with certain le;:islation that had 
been passed. For instance, a new judge 
would have· to bG appointed in connection 
with the Industrial Arbitration Act. 

Han. J. A. FIHELLY: The decision of the 
Government in that direction will be dis­
closed in due course. 

Hox. J. TOMIE : Tho due course was the 
present time. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: I have no knowledge 
o£ it. 

Hox. ,J. TOL::\HE : From thP ]og-i,Jation 
that had been paFged, they gathered that 
another jud;:e would have to be appoint0d. 
Could the hon. gentleman give them some 
information on the mattnr? 

Hon. J. A. FrHELLY: I have none. 

Mr. COLLINS : He noticed that in this 
vote there was an item of £400 for "Gratuity 

!Jlr. Collir;,s.] 
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to wido•' of J. B. Hall, late Under Secre· 
tarv " a.nd he dwuld lik~ the Minister to 
givC' son1e infor1nation regarding- th:tt item. 

Han. J. ToL~IIE: That is in accordance 
with tho law. 

l\Ir. OOLLI::'-'3: It might be in accordance 
with the law, but the law might be a wrong 
one. Some percons were paid large sala1:ies 
for a number of years, and when they d1ed 
their wjdov .:.> rcc;~iYed a considerable sulil as 
a gratuity. 

Eon. J. A. F.lllELLY: They are entitled to 
a cPrtain gratuity according to length of 
service:.'-

Mr. COLLINS: That did not apply to 
lengthsmen and other workers in what some 
persons called the "lower grades," and he 
thought it would be just a-s well to extend 
the principle to the whole of the people 
employed by the State. There was a sum of 
£1,000 put down for " Travelling Expenses 
of the Honours the Judge,; of the Supreme 
Court." He should like to know whether 
the j udgcs had reserved carriages. A very 
eminent writer said on one occasion that 
judge-; sat in judgment and that never in 
the whole of their career had they occasion 
to commit a crime, and that they knew very 
little about the world. He should like to 
know how those expenq•s were made up, 
and if judges had to give an account of the 
money they expended. As an organism· of 
the ~\ustralian \Yorkers' l'nion he had to 
give an account of every penny he spent, 
and he should like to know whether judges 
had to do the same~whether at the end of 
each month ihe5 presented a voucher show­
ing how the money had been expended. He 
should like to know also how many hours per 
week the judge3 worked. 

Mr. STor,-oRD: Oh, stop! (Loud laughter.) 

Mr. OOLLI:::-JS : · They were proposing to 
fix the hours for the bulk of workers at 
forty-eig-ht hours per week, and he should 
like to know if these gentlemen, \Vho used 
their menhl faculties to earn their liveli­
hood, worked forty-eight hours a week. They 
were paid very big salaries. It might be 
said tha.t their training cost them a good 
deal. but he would remind han. members 
that tho \Yorkers had to build the universi­
ties at which they were trained. It might 
be that he him.:elf would heve made a verv 
good judge if he had had an opportunity of 
be.ing trained. At any rate, he should 'like 
to 'know how many hours a week judg-es 
worked, and how many days per year. He 
would further like to know whether they 
r<'c~ived full pay when away on holidavs. 
\Vhen he was working as a navvy and' it 
happened to rain and he had to stop work 
for t1\ o hours, th0 pay for thoso two hours 
was dedud0d from his w~ges, and he wa,s 
a servant of th•.l State. 

Mr. C.mTcn: Scandalous! 

Mr. COLLINS: The judges were servants 
of the State, and he understood that they 
had six months' holiday, and would like to 
know i£ their salaries went on while they 
were away on holidav. He would also ask 
the Minish·-r to exnlain what was the reason 
for the rednction o.f thA item "Postage, Tele­
grams, and Incidentals." from £1,000 to £900, 
and the reduction of tho it0m for the defence 
of aboriginals from £100 to £50. 

Han. J. A. FIHELLY : \V e did not use the 
amount voted last year. 

fMr. Collins. 

::\Ir. COLLI::\S: If any people net;ded 
·defending when they had conunitterl cr1n1e, 
ti,r,v \Y<'rc aboriginals. iwcause many of them 
L11Cv: nothin~: abonl- our la\YS and. custo111~, 
1 [o did not think t~,c-rc \YaJ anytlnng more 
Le •vante l to c ,y except .that ''- good few 
people ,;EH cl to be gptbng farrly d~cenr 
~ .. Juri'-~ . . ,"> that tb.,,re vas no rea,on for \.on1~ 
lJlaint on that score. 

:.h. ARHSTRO?\G (Lockyer): K1_1owinJ> 
a; much as he did about the takmg Gf 
c;L .. ·ositions in the la\\' courts, he thought 
thiit the reason it h~cl bc,?n such a .success 
sine<' it \Vas instituted a year or. mghteen 
months ago was that they ha.d ava1lable ,the 
memh•rs of the staff of Parhament. It 1~ad 
pl·ovod such a ~uccC'cS and s~ absolute!y 
reliable that the Judges had. decided that .m 
future, if it was at all poss1ble and Parha­
ment \vould make the necessary appropn;:­
tion, which ,,-as propo~cd under th,~.t _ cst1~ 
mate. the shorthand notes should be tJ.ken. 
\Yhdher they wE're going to have the same 
>DCC! "S in th• future, unless they could got 
f1rst-class ehorthand writer~ as they had had 
in the nast, remained to be seer:. Tl?c'Y 
would also haYe to take into consideration 
tiut the members of the shorthar:d staff ha.d 
been receiving so much per foho for tl.lell' 
work in roceH. and that had been taken mto 
c .msideration 'in re~ard to the payment of 
th0ir services as .. Hansard " reporters, and 
if thev \Yere f(oing to rcn1ove fron1 the 
"Hansard " sta'ff the emoluments earned in 
rect'cs, he thouglrt they would have. t.o look 
for;,·ard to n1aking son1e other provision for 
the '' Ham:trd" >otaff. He would have more 
to sav on that point when the '·Hansard" 
YDte 'was bdore the Chamber. He ·~~uld 
like to say to the leader of the .Oppos1tlon, 
while he was on his feet, that lf he, u&ke~l 
his question when the Home Sc,cretary s E··tl­
mates were before the Chamber he wac, more 
likely to gPt the papers. He could qt~ite 
understand that the Mini3ter. knew uothmg 
officially about the difficulty w1th the pr<''ent 
Chief cTusticc. but the han. gentleman knew a 
good deal priYab•ly, an? he had seen m the 
uapers that he had sa1d that he •y:ts very 
mnch surprised and all the r0st of 1t. Had 
l1c been in the I-Ion1e. becrctary's Depart~ 
;ncnt, there was a grc•at ~~eal of '!rat,·6.\l 
Y•llich would supply the mformatwn the 
leader of the Oppo ition desired. 

3Ir. GUNK: He had not had much to do 
with tho Jmtice Donartmcnt, but the little 
he had had to do showed him that it wu.s 

yery well run department indeed. He had 
oven rc sped for the oflicers of the depart­
rnen( ~nd particularly the late L-..ndcr ~Pcre­
bry. He tliought they had lost a gooo man 
when they lo't him. 

GOYERX1IEN1' :\<IEMBERP : IIear, hear ! 
l\lr. G'CNX: He hacl been pleas•xl to ses 

thr.t the Gf,vcrnn-.mt had brou,;ht in a B_ill 
in reference to trush,esbip and executorship. 
It had happened reo'ently that a soldie-r 
\\·ho was going away t-J the front and had 
hot b.oen long in Qucen<land wanted to make 
a will. He came to him as member for the 
c1istrict. and he did not feel competent to do 
it. Ho did not want a la•'yer. 

Mr. J'l.lw: Why not get a shilling form? 
Mr. GrNN: That was all very well, but 

he had to leave a trustee or an executor. 
He took the man to the Justice Department, 
and one of the clerks very kindly assisted 
him in drawing out his will, and they agreed_ 
to act as trustees and executors. 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
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· 2\Ir. Gl'X?\: 'The Bill that was brought 
Lefore the House would enable that to be 
done in 1nany eases, and it would be of 
untold v~lue to many. people who had not 
relatives ot· friendf: t·) le.1:-re a·J e~\:ecutors. 
Tlw han. membC'r for Bowen lL,d commented 
upon the traYclling expenses of the judges. 
He notic ·d that on the preyious Yote a sum 
.. : ;29,600 was put ··!own for travelling 
e::pcn:..;e~. The hvn. Inc1nber no....-er said a 
>wrd ahout that. He thought he could see 
through a stone\\ all as well as anybody else, 
and it appc·ared that in ye .• rs to come the 
hon. IDdrnber Inight be looking for a situa­
tion a ... intpcctor under the \Vorks Depart­
went. It was Yerv natural that that should 
tDko placCJ, but he did not think that there 
was much dango1· of his occupying the posi­
tion of Chief J 1r,tice, not becaUSt} he \vas 
not mentally cquip)wd, but be:··au·e he had 
,.,t had .1n opportunity of getting a Uni­
.,_~ersity education. Ti1ey n1ust. pay for 
brains. 

Mr. :i\1AY: It was not a question of salary, 
but travelling expenses. 

:Ylr. GUJ'\N: Brains were no good unless 
.they were shifted from one place to another. 
They might want t{) shift them to Charle­
dile or somewhere else. He quite agreed 
,,·ith the vote for shorthand writers. He had 
had something to do with them in connec­
tion with the Elections 'I'ribunal cases, and 
he quite appreciated the adYantages of short­
hand writing in the courts. He thought it 
was a pity also that in the country the 
clerks of petty sessions did not understand 
shorthand, so as to be able to take down the 
evidence in ,horthand He could show lots 
of situations 'vhich were filied bv people 
m!der £100 a year, bnt he did not' ;;·ant to 
U!f\:~ntuate that position.· 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: EYerY clerk, on his 
l ~C·oing, is appoiJ,ted at £60., 

::IIr. GU!\N: At what age'! 
Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: He must be between 

sixteen and twenty-one, I think. 

:\Ir. Gl'XN: It wa; a very fair screw, 
but he noticed that meat was pretty high, 
and if he had, say, 2 lb. a day, 14 lb. of 
meat a week at 9d. meant £27 6s. a year 
lor meat, so that he would not haYG a very 
fat screw after that. (Laughter.) As he had 
said before, he had had eYery courtesy 
from the Justice Dcpa rhnent, and he hoped 
it ;vould continue in the mme way as in the 
r~a;t, 

Mr. CORSER (Burnett): This was a 
department that thev 1H>re all anxious to 
see curtailed as far ·as expenses were con­
~erned. The :!'lfinister took certain action 
in regard to the closing of a court at South 
BrisbanE' for the purpose of curtailing 
expen~u-:;. 

The CHAIRMAX : Order ! The hon. 
memb; r may discuss that question en the 
llE'Xt .-ote, but not on this vote. 

l\'Ir. CORSER noticed that it "·as the 
intention of the :::Vfinister to cm·trtil expenses 
wh<>reYer it was po5sible, but he found that 
on this occasion thev had an excess of £745. 
This department sh-ould be made usE' of to 

individuals in the communitv who 
[9 p.m.] might make application "to it 

through the local bodies, or 
through the various Government offices. 
The Ra>Ybelle Coun<'il had for a good 

rnany years been in serious trouble \vi th 
re~:ud to the control of riqn· beds and 
wa"tcrcourses in their area. Many deputa­
tionfi had visited Brisbane and 1nany con­
{QrenceJC-; held, and the assistance of the Home 
Department and the Lands Department had 
teen sought, and on E'''ery ceca ,ion they had 
been told that the m.·tter Fhould be referred 
to the Crown Solicitor, who alone could 
gino an opinion on the difficulty. A deputa­
tion v' ,itcd Brisbane during exhibition time 
,,ith regard to a matter \Yhich could be 
settled only by the Justice Department, and 
that deparimcn+ should see that its opinions 
were made available at an early date, and 
such oninions .. hould be accomp~nied with 
f-:lH{gest.ions as to ho~,v to get over the 
clifficulties. 

Hon. ,J. A. FIHELLY: You want to socialise 
the law? 

Mr. CORSER said they wanted to bring 
into being the operation of the machinery 
that had been placed there by the past 
Administration. It was on]:, reasonable to 
ask that Y:here a local authority W'IS in 
serious difficult;:, and where they found that 
the Right·; in \Vater and \Vater Conservation 
and Utilization Act was operating against 
their interest in ·' matter of clearing pear, 
that one department or another department 
should do more than say that they would 
refer matters to the Crown Soiieitor. 

At 9.5 p.m .. 
Mr. FOLEY relieved the Chairman in the 

chair. 

Mr. CORSER: Thev should see that a 
solution of the difficulty \BS brought about. 
The matter had been brought before the 
ofikial heads of the department repeatedly, 
and only as recent as la,,t August a deputa­
tion was down here and the l\Iinister for 
Lands said it \va.s not a matter for him, but 
that it was a matter for the Home Depart­
ment. The hon. gentleman said, "vVe do 
not know ''hat vou can do, but you had 
better get an opinion from the Crown 
Solicitor, or probablY you had better go to 
the association's barrister." vVhat good was 
that to the local authoritv? If thev went to 
the Home Department t'he matter' w.1s not 
straightened up and they were told t.he 
same thing. All that time the local author1ty 
wa> in the dark, and was not able to carry 
out the provisions of the Local Anthorities · 
Ad in the matter of clearing pear in their 
rtrea and keeping seledions clear adjacent 
to watercourses. Aceording to the Act the 
people adjacent to the \Yah;rcourses were 
compelled to clear their pe,> r and. to keep 
the land clear of pN~l', and yet a nmghbour s 
stock or sto<'k from some distance could 
travel those clean roads and could go into 
the huge watercourses containing hundreds 
of thouSand"'; of acrP.s of den:::f· p0ar, and, as 
far '" the local authority knew, they could 
not impound that stock. He sincPrely hoped 
that whatever cnuld be done would be done 
to relieve a position like tlHt. The selectors 
were told on the one side that they had to 
clear the pear to the centre of thE> creek, 
and :vet their survey pegs were probably on 
top of thE> bank; and then the vYater Con­
senation ~\ct stated that the alignment of 
their sPlection w<Ls the edge of the water, 
or the edge of the sand. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: Do you think this 
is a matter to discus~ on this Yote? 

Mr. Corser.] 
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Mr. CORSER: It was a serious matter 
for those concerned, and it was a matter that 
might be discussed on that vote. The Crown 
Solicitor should unravel the difficulties that 
were found in regard to the Water Conserva­
tion Act, the Lo,nds Act, and also the Local 
Authorities Act. The Lands Department 
did not know what instructions to issue to 
the Crown land rangers as to where the 
seleccions should be cleared. On the one 
side the selector was asked to clear lower 
than his survey, and yet on the other side 
he was informed that he was rcsponsiblf' 
to the edge of the rubble, and if he was 
so responsible, whv could not he impound 
the stock <'')ming- on that land? Although 
the late Admini,tration had been turned out 
for paying low wages, on looking up the 
vote, he found tha' there were sixto<m clerks 
in receipt of salaries undE'r £100, and under 
the late .\dministration tlwre were onlv ten 
clerks under £100. He was in favour of the 
increa•ed fpes for the defence of poor 
prisonc:rs. Every possible defence should be 
provided for those who WPre not able to 
pay for their own dof<'nce be~ause of poor 
circun1StFu1ccs. a.::d Pverything done to pre­
vent thou from being put into " quod " if 
IleCPssary. HP noticed also that the railway 
fares and fr,ights were increa -eel bv £200. 
~o doubt. that v,.ts to make provi;ion for 
honorary inspectors. 

Mr. PETRIE : He \Yas Yc>rv pleased to 
hear the r,_·marks of the Minister in relation 
to the late Under Secretary for Justice, Mr. 
J. B. Hall. All who kno~y tho late Under 
S.ecr('tary -:yould agTPe that he 'yas a mosc· 
capable dJ:icl'l:. and that during his long 
years of ''"''VICe hc had , 'rved the State 
well. He ':'oticed that £400 had been plar--'d 
on the EstJn~atps a". a gratuitv to t-he widow 
of th:• late l' nder Sectetarv. . He understood 
from the :Hinister that ti1at was tho TU!e 
laid down with regard to anv officer who 
died after a ,, "rvice of twentv y'ears-that his 
widow -was entitled to the 'gratuity men­
tioned. He could say that the late Mr. Hall 
rnrl himself were boys torrether. and he could 
"-IWrrk of him "" a true friend. - He was glad 
to see tlLlt th2 Goye'rnment had arrano-ed 
to combine the office of Under Secretary ~nd 
Crown Solicitor, which he thought was a 
step in the right direction. Thev had now 
an Undn Secrptary who was a professional 
man. He nnder,tood that the occupant of 
the offico v, ae. a ver~v <"'apable young man, 
who would do credit to the department. 
(Hear, hLdr !) Th0m W<-'l'O other offiecrs in 
the Justice Department whom tnev could 
well be proud of. He was hardly s;J,rprised 
a_t the hon. memb~r for Bowen taking excep­
tJOn to thP travellmg· allowence of the judo-es 
of thC' Snpl'eme Court, but tho hon. me"m­
ber must r"member that there was more 
tb.~ 01~'-, i udfC'· and ~hat t!pstaffs accom­
p,,nied u1en· l~onour.s In their trav€ls, and 
those act-liticnal c-xpenFes would be included 
in the amount. RderPnce h:,d also been 
mad0 to tlw fees paid for the defence of 
aboriginals. which last year was £100, and 
was now put down at £50. He' saw that onlv 
£38 lOs. 5d. had been <'xpendPd last yea1:. 
He \\-ts glad to know that it had not been 
nece,L-ary to jncrea"-e the YOt(. The step 
Lkcn by the latP Government in that re­
gard was taken none too soon. The aborigi­
nals were worthy of br more attt>ntion than 
they bacl l'<'cPived in the past, and, unfor­
tunatc,ly. a grent many of them were dying 
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out. He was very pleased that matters had· 
been so arranged that the Government were 
able in some directions to cut down Pxpenses 
in the department. He did not think that 
the item put down foi· the department, con­
sidering it:) great importance, "\Vas too large. 

Mr. POLLOCK (Gregory): In company 
with a great many more people in Queeno­
land, he was very anxious to know just how 
the £1,000 travelling expenses for the judges 
of the Supreme Court ,Wa' to be allocated .. 
\'Vhen reading the report of the Auditor­
General for 1914-15, he found that £885, 
2s. 9d. was purported to have been used 
by tlwse judges during their tours to dif­
ferPnt places, which worked out at £177 
0-, 6d_. per judge. He was led to pelieve 
that 1t \vas not C'Uston1arv to rcu~1ve an 
itt\1nispd s·: '1ten10nt of accOunt from these 
jud~-"~. shmYing how the money had b<'en 
expended wh<'n ihPy were travelling about 
from place to place. lie thought that was. 
a most extraordinary proceeding. The 
judges of the Supreme Court must cLU',ely 
be thP only perwns in the Commonwealth 
v. l!o wne able to travel round at the 
conntry's (IXpcnse and to put dov.'"n their ow1~ 
t::avelling Pxpcuscs without any check being 
kept upon them, and he was rather cm·iou& 
to know in \\·hat w~y the money as being 
spent. He would like to know whether thev 
were allowed their ho~ 'l expense\, or whl'the'r 
thcv ,,~C'rP aJlo,vc,d certain sun1s for h, er-· 
pm:poses, or anything of that sort. 

::llr. Km\';Ax: Thee· don't drink beer. 

An HOXOCRABLE ::llE11BER: No; champagne!' 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. POLLOCK: Ordinary bt>er would. 
perhaps. be too common a be\·erage for these 
gentlemE'n to indulge in. It would be as well 
if the Mini'3tE'r could give them some idea. 
a;- to how the money was being spent. 
The amount of £1,000 was a g1'eat deal of 
public money to lw going out without any 
chPck bt'ing kPpt on it, and while he did 
not imputC' any nltPrior or dishone•-t motives 
to their Honours, still, it would be only 
fctir if th,•,- v·erp to 1rinl some sort of 
Eotatement to' th-:c reprPse'lt.atiYes of the people 
i;1 the House. 

:Mr. BARXES: I' it not a fixed daily allow­
ance'? 

Mr. POLLOCK : It did not seem to be a 
fixed daily allowance when the amount wae 
put down as £1.000. \Yhcn the expenditure 
reached £835 2s. 9d. for 1914-15, and it was 
proposed to r.llocate £1,000 for 1915-16, it 
did not seem as though there was any fixed 
amount or any limit. It seemed to him this 
had been a vexed •'ubjeet. and no one seemed 
to know what had bePn done »'ith the monov. 
Surd;,, they should know what was being 
done with such a large o.mount of money ! 
In common with the hon. member for 
Bowen, he would like to know what holidays 
the judges receiYcd. The ordinary railway 
porter, the station-master, and the men doing 
manual work in the public service did not 
receive any long extended holidays on fnll 
pay. They received their holidays every 
year, but did not get any pay for them, 
whereas the judges recLived four, five, and 
six months' holidays on full pay. The salary 
of a Supreme Court judge w.ts £2.000, and 
that of tlw Chief Justice £2,500. They had 
unlimited holidnvs whenever thev asked for" 
them. Why had' it been the cust~m to allow-
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one set of State employees to have these 
long holidays while another set, who be­
longed to a different strata of society, did 
not get the same good conditions? He 
thought further information on the question 
should be furnished to the Committee. He 
noticed that a legal assistant had been 
appointed at £240. This wag tne first time 
since he had been in the House when an 
appointment had been made that members 
opposite did not ask whether he was a 
unionist. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY _ He is a unionist. 

Mr. POLLOCK: Of course, he was. He 
must be a unionist, because the union he 
belonged to had the greatest form of 
legalised preference. He knew a solicitor 
at present employed in Brisbane who passed 
all his examinations in the old country and 
went as high as any solicitor or barrister 
could go. He came to Queensland and was 
starving, because he could not find the £100 
necessary to enable him to pay into the 
organisation or union before he would· be 
allowed to practise. 

Hon. J. 'l'OLMIE: It is fifty guineas. 

Mr. POLLOCK: A barrister had to pay 
£10 for the first examination, £10 for the 
second, and £10 for the third, and then he 
had to pay £31 lOs. before he could practise. 

Hon. J. TOLii!IE: You said he had gone 
through all that. 

Mr. POLLOCK: That·was the amount he 
had to pay to join this organisation of 
lawyers, who were nothing but legal sharks. 
(Laughter.) A man had to pay that before 
he was .allowed to practise in the legal 
profr-,sion, yet hon. members opposite asked 
why they gave preference to unionists. This 
was one of the most insidious unions that 
could be brought i;pto Queensland society. 
In connection with tho trade union, they did 
not in1pose any restrictive conditions; everY­
one who wanted to obtain work "as allow~d 
to come in on payment of a very moderate 
fee indeed. It was only wealthy men who 
could join the barristers' union. The legal 
man he referred to was an exceptionally 
clever man, and had to work for lOs. per 
day as a tempota.ry clerk till a friend found 
the money to enable him to practise along 
with the other legal lights, or unionists, as 
hon. members opposite \\ould call them. He 
noticed an item in the Estimates of £400 as 
a gratuity to the widow of J. B. Hall, late 
Under Secretary. There w.1.s no doubt Mr. 
Hall must have ·been a capable, conscientious 
public servant, judging by the remarks of 
hon. members, but, at the same time, he did 
not agree with the policy of giving away. 
money to the dependants of any public 
servants who had been in receipt of a big 
salary. 

Hon. J. TOLMIE: Introduce a Bill; it rs 
all in your own hands. 

Mr. POLLOCK: A public servant in 
receipt of a salary of £800, such as the late 
Under Secretary received, could have pur­
chased. a policy which would have provided 
for hrs dependants for twenty years. If 
there was any annuity to be given to anyone, 
it should be to tho widow and dependants of 
the man earning from £2 5s. to £3 per week. 
He hoped the Minister would give some 
explam-tion of the matter. 

Hon. J. TOLMIE: Go down on :your kne(·•J 
and he will give it. 

Mr. POLLOCK: It was not necessary for 
him to do that, as the Minister seemed able 
and ready to provide all the information. 
He noticed that the fees for the defence of 
poor prisoners was increased from £350 to 
£450. 

Hon. J. 'I'oLMIE : Do they expect more 
prisoners? 

::\1r. POLLOCK: That amount was per­
fectly justified, and he hc:crtily congratulated 
tho Justice Department upon their forBsight 
in thlct respect-in providing money for 
thoso who were unable to defend themselves. 
It wa·, not alw.ays the man who was guilty 
who was sentenced to a term of imprioon­
nlcnt. It vvas sometilnL''=' the ITiiln who ·was 
poor. His greatc·,t crime was p-overty, not 
having sufficient money to pay the legal 
sharks. 

Mr. KIRWX~ (Brisbane): In connection 
with the appointment of four 'horthand 
writcrB at £250 co,wh, it occurred to him that 
it would not be possible to gc t men of the 
noc-'ssar:y ability at that oalary. ·when they 
know the nature of the work they would be 
called upon to perform, which woul·d oo 
equal to what the "Hansard" staff wBre 
performing, they knew that the~e men would 
have to be very able men, and they would 
h.ave to he very cornpetent, because it we..s 
I\ot advisable in court o'-<ses for mistakes to 
be made. It was onlv a fair thing that they 
at least should get wil.at the lov.'cst pai-d man 
o'r tho '• Hanmrd " staff got, and that was 
£300 or £310. Possibly the ~dinister might 
haYc some explanation to make about that. 

Mr. STOPFORD: They would not have any 
all-night sittings, at any rate. 

);h. KIRWA?\: Perhaps theco mm might 
be permitted, in performance of their duties, 
to make extras. He believed it w<1s the 
pra cticc in ccmncction 'Yith these reports 
that if there ''.us an appeal thtl reporters 
supplied a cop:·· of the rBport of the evidence 
at 4d. per folio for the first coj)y, and 2d. 
per folio for the srcond copy. He under­
stood that proviousl0- it 'Yas tho practice for 
the judge's .associate to practicnlly impound 

the copy and charge a larger fee 
[9.30 p.m.] than that fixed by the Governor 

in Council for the original copies 
to tho parti<·, to the litigation. The chief 
argTmLnt in eupport of the appointment of 
shorthand writers was thnt it 'vould chcapBn 
law, and if that "as the object the fees fixed 
by tho Governor in Council should be 
strictlv adht~red to, and :it should not be 
p0rmissible for the associate, wh-o did abso­
lutely no work in connection with the matter, 
to sell the copy at three times the amount 
paid to thP ~horthand ,-.riters. He hoped 
that tho Minister would go into this matter 
and SC\ that if any extr-a work of this kind 
was done the fr+s should go to the shorthand 
writers who did the wo1:k, and not to the 
a'3sociatc. He undnstood that in one case 
alone tho co3t of copies of the cvi·dence 
sup1)lied to the p:trti: s to the dispute was 
between £200 and £300 more than the 
amount paid to the shorthand writers who 
did the work. 

HoP.. J. 'roLMIE: £200 in one case? 

::',Ir. KIR\VAN: He WJ.S informed on very 
g-oocl authoritv that that v.as what the extra 
(;l-arge amounted to, the rate per lulio being 
2s., instead of 6d. He might say that it 
\.Vas u. yery long· c.ase, and not an a vcrage 

Mr. Kirwan.] 
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one. n, tru,,tcd that tllC Minister 'voulcl 
gu i1 to this n~att:'r, and --ce that those \Vho 
1hd thr) v ork rrecivcd the rcnntncraLon. 

Mr. S\Y A Yl'\E: In com:non 'vith other 
rr..c1nL.:~rs, he n1ust ex pre-s hi:~ rf'~ret at the 
dec'. o-: of the late 1Jndt_r be{;rct;~rv. -~"~ho 
~, JS a Y--r;v court,~ou ,,nd efiici~-.)nt ~Officer. 
lie V,'aJ quite bUre that his Fuere~eJr \Yonld 
-al,-o prove iln excelh -:~t offi: e;·. There v,_,t~ 
~- n: itun in thj i vote 1' hid1 \\.as the outcon10 
d I. gidation pa<sccl by the Kid"to:1 Govern­
mc:nt in 1907-namcly, the Yoto for the 
defen-ce of poor pri-soners. He rmncn1bcred 
th<Jt last vcar the Denham Government in­
crea"t.:d the grant for that t1uq.-::osc fron1 
£130 to £350. Now it was it1Crl.t3Nt by 
'mother £100, and he congratulated the 
<'epartrc!ent on that increase, becaue,, it "as 
most desirable that every man should have 
a fair cha.nce when he w::' before the court. 
The State 'dts fully justifi<·d in ercpping in 
to see that no wrong was done to any pcr;;on 
merelc- bec:.use he was not .able to put his 
case properly before the court. 

Mr. BRIDGES thought this was the 
proper place to s,Jeak of what he cor:c;idered 
as a nujoonce, and th1:1.t 1vas the nw.n in 
Queen street offering a hig motor-car for 
ra!Re. This man had been there for a time 
almost beyond memory, and might be r<>­
garded as a nui,ance. He thought it might 
be a1 well tD [JUt in force the move-on regu­
lation in that case. 

HoN. J. A. FIHELL Y: Several members 
ha.d referred to one item more than any 
other, and that was the travelling expenses 
of the judges. The bon. member for Bowen 
and the hon. member for Gregory in parti­
cular criticised the judges and their 
travelling expenses. It was only fair, there­
fore, that he should give an outline of the 
method followed by the judges in regard to 
travelling expenses. The department had no 
control o:ver those expenses. The judges 
claimed the right to draw cheques at their 
own convenience to pay their expenses, and 
the department simply reP,eived a claim 
voucher. They had no receipt of any sort 
tD show the nature of the expenses or how 
they had been incurred. It was not a modeTn 
S'Vstem, certainly. For July, September, 
November, and October last vear Mr. 
Justice Lukin received £253 as "travelling 
expenses, the largest amount being in Sep­
tember-namely, £81 12s. 4d. For February 
April, l'vhy, and June of this year the sam~ 
judge received £473 18s. lOd. Mr. Justice 
Shand, for Februarv, ::\Larch, April, May 
and June of this yea~' received £259 13s. 9d.: 
the largest amount being £72 lOs. in Apr.il. 
He simply gave this infnrmation in justice 
to the Committee. and made no comment 
upon it. He had riot been in the denartment 
sufficiently long to make inquiries into this 
matter. Lab,ly he had been very busy, and 
had not had an. opportunity of makino- a 
close scrutiny of such items, but he certai'nlv 
thought that there could be some improve­
ment in connection with these acc:mnts. 
Ministers had to keep to some sort of a rule 
<tnd the judges should do the same. He had 
neard that the High Court had a definite 
rule that so much per day should be paid. Sir 
Samuel Griffith, two years ago, had a rather 
prolonged argument with Sir Josiah Symon, 
then Attorney-General, on this matter and 
they arriv0d at a satisfactorv agree'ment 
which was that a judge should be allowed 
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three guinPas per day, and that where three 
judg< were trayolJing in company the total 
cJ!owance should be five or six guineas per 
dav. The ,alY>D hon. member asked what 
"a·s the nu;,Jber of holidays enjoyed. He 
found that the winh r vacation consisted of 
i.wcnty-seven davs and the summer vacation 
of fifty-five days, making ": total o! eighty­
two davs when th0 court d1d not s1t at all. 
Of cou~·se, there might bo other holidays. 
He fancied that thor•· were. He did not 
think that the judges were overworked, but, 
of cotn,;o, they were men engaged in special 
duties, and there v,ere certain traditions 
that had to be observed in connection with all 
legal matters, part and parcel of them being 
the vacation, yearly or twice a year, as the 
case might be. 

Mr. COLLINS: Who fixes them? 

HoK. J. A. J!'II-IELL Y: That also was a. 
pertinent inquiry. He thought that the 
custom of the District Court always was to 
consult the AttOTney-General's Department, 
and, of course, as a rule the department fell 
in with their desire•, but it was entirely 
within the right of the Supreme Court judges 
to arrange their own vacation,. Another 
matter touched upon by hon. members was 
tho defence of aboriginals. Last year only 
£38 was spent, so that they were cutting 
down that item; but if it were necessary 
to spend more, more would be spent, because 
they made it a rule on no occasion to refuse 
counsel in such cases. They also gave poor 
prisoners every opportunity to clear them­
selves and get what might be termed 
'·genuine justice," and any prisoner \vho 
applied for counsel or solicitor was, as a 
rule, accommodated. In fact, last year they 
spent £50 or £60 more than was voted. The 
hon. member for Bowen and the hon. mem­
ber for Gregory referred to the gratuity of 
£400 to the widow of the late Under Secre­
tary. That practice was not confined to the 
Justice Department. IB was settled by regu­
lation under the Public S0rvice Acts; and, 
speaking from memory, he thought that 
every public servant of twentY years' stand­
ing was entitled, on retirement, to six 
months' salary. For instance, the police 
magistrate at South Brisbane would retire at 
the end of the year, and he '"ould get six 
months' Palary. It was only fair to give 
the same thing to the widow of the man 
who would have been Pntitlod to it if he had 
retired. 

Mr. STOPFORD: You would no\ do the 
>arne thing with the police. 

Eo:;-. J. A. FIHELLY: So far as those 
' "·ito came under the Public Service Acts 

w, r0 con<:erncd, every officer was treated 
alike. bnt nwn who came under the Police 
A.Pts and the rajh11lay men vrere in a different 
po;;ition, and member' who had interjected 
could well look into the matter and suggest 
so•·w smt of reform when those E,timates 
C'Jme along, Hre himself thought that the 
practice he had mentioned was very fair. 
:\obody could cavil at it. The hon. member 
for Lockver mentioned the relation of the 
" Hansard " staff to the court shorthand 
''Titers. That also conld be discus.1ed when 
t.he "Hansard " E-=:tintates came along in 
tl•eir turn. The hon. member for Burnett 
"'okc at length about the advisability of 
f[etting, not only opinions, but also sugges­
tions from the CrDwn Law Office. He fancied 
Uwt they might dismiss that without any 
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·further consideration. The department gave 
0pnnons. It ·was not there to make sugges­
tions or to set up n1achinery. It \Vas not 
there to do all the work of all the local 
£-hire~. The departnwnt certainly \Yould 
a ~sist, and, while he was in his pre,,_ent posi­
tion, eyqry shire-and. every individual for 
that mattcr-vvould be a·,sisted to the utmo•,t 
of his ability and the utmost of the ability 
of the office. (Hear, hear !) The Pubiw 
Curator Bill, whic·h was recentlv passed in 
this House, would assist municipalities and 
si,ires, and also the poor man who wanted to 
go. to law. The same han. member said that 
three were sixteen clerks receiving less than 
£100. He was afraid that the han. member 
was something of a tyro, and found it dilti­
<mlt to make correct calculations in regard 
to Estimates. His statement "·as absolutely 
ridiculollS. The men under £100 under the 
Liberal Government h.cd received two sub­
ftantial incr~ase' since the Labour Govern­
ment had been in power-which was only 
n few months. If th• y had other ofiicers 
under £100,. they were young fellows who 
ha-d paP'3ed public service exa1ninations, and 
we•·e undergoing their probationary periods. 
They were appointed, he thought, at £60 
Ior the first six months, and thev had their 
·. alarics raised bv £20 incren1entS in normal 
times to about £110 'or £120, provided that 
-conditions relating to good conduct and 
-ether things were observed. 'I'he han. mem-
ber for Bri,bane raised a fresh matter con­
nected with the associate to a judg<', and 
also incident~ l!y with the position of the 
J10rthand writer. He did know of the case 
to \vhich that hon. member referred, and 
he certainly thought that it was a scandal. 
r.i.'he " Hansard " reporters-or they might 
be shorthand writers from his own office; he 
did not know which-did the "·orlr. and he 
understood that the associate and the judge 
took the various papers, said that they were 
his certified copies, and the associate farmed 
them out, so to sneak. He did not think 
that that wa" a right thing. The reporters 
did all the work and the associatn nothing­
onlv collected a large sum of monev. Per­
son.ally, he did not blame the as:,ociate. He 
saw that there \'.a-, something doing. :md he 
made the best of his opportunity. It was a 
pity that it ocourrr>d, and he certainly depre­
cated it. Perhaps the Bill dealing with 
shorthand writers which would come before 
t.h~ Cha:11ber before very long-he hoped 
tlus SC'·Hon-would arrange that the clean 
·copy would be the certified copy. He sup­
posed thnt later on thev would haYe to con-
sult the judges. · 

Hon. J. ToL:viiE: Do yon consult them? 
(Laughter.) 

Hol\. J . .A. FIHELLY: It mig-ht be nee•·'· 
,.uy sor,l€'times to consult the fudges. The 
relation existing between himself and the 
bench was of the mo,t harmonious nature. 
I Hear, hear! and renewPJ iaughter.) The 
bon. memher for Nundah referred to a 
motor-car and a c0rtain big person who was 
e•elling tickets. He thought that the diffiqulty 
<,f th<l department in that respe~t was appar­
ent to everv hon. member. Applir:ttion \YCCS 

made for p,;rmission to hold an art union, 
and they hod a certain set of rules bv which 
they were bound. In this particuiiu case 
the apnlication was of a formal nature. The 
·conditions were fulfil!e,-1 and approval was 
riven. Beyond that they could not go. 

· Mr. BRIDGES : Can h~ go on for eyer? 

l:Iox. J. A. FIIlELLY: That was where 
the dc•>HH'Y of tb ... _,e c-~nc€'rned in the matter 
'.,m8 in. He did not knm-: that the Crown 
Law Department could interfere;. 

Hon .. J. ToLnE: Could you not withdraw 
the permission? 

Hox. J. A. FIHELLY: Thnt cruld be 
done. But thev had to oom-ider whether it 
would make the fund suffu. He conld haYc 
inquiries n1ade: but it '"a:j a dlffi:;u]t 1nauter 
for th· m to hand],.,, and iw would sooner Fee 
the ticket or tht> · cal'cl pullc·cl out of tho 
barrel very quickly. He -did uot like to 
(aryc in therr, but h,~ "\ ould haYo the 
n•atter looked into with a view of having 
the car di9posed of in some way. 

HoK. J. TOL~IIE: The han. gentleman, 
ju."t before sitting down, stated that within 
three months cc>rtain public c 0rvants h:1d 
l'CLoived two inc:·eas,~,s. 

Hon. J. A. FrHELLY: Since the election. 

Ho~. J. TOLMIE: He was going to Fay 
that that wa'< not in accordanc-2 with the 
Public Service Act. 

Questirm put and pa;,; .. cJ. 

COllETS OF PETTY SESSIOXS. 

HoN. ,J. A. FIHELL Y moved that £37.320 
be granted for .. Courts of Petty Sessions." 
A slight increase was s~own in the vat?, 
which was mad" up entirely by automatic 
increases to junior" in the service. 

HaN. J. 'I'OL};1IE thought the ?lfinister 
might haye giwn the Committe-e some 
explanation of the change that had taken 
place with J'ec;ard to the South Brisbane 
Police Court. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: I wiil be glad t<l do 
so. There are so many courts of potty 
sc_-,"ions that I could not traverse the lot 

HoN. J. 'I'OL:;);IIE: He -dc·sir0d to raise 
lhe question in tl1e absence of the hon. 
men1ber for Routh Bri~bane. a_, it \Vas agitat­
inn- the nTinds of a section of the peopl0 in 
bc,th North and South Brisbane. He had 
noticed in the Press from time to time that 
the work in the ::'\orth B;·isbane Police Court 
had bc•:-ome congested; that cas-es were post­
poned from day to day, as there were ~co 
manv crF;ec; for the magistrates to deal with, 
and ·that meant piling up the costs to the 
litigants. The police magistrat0s worked 
right down to Southport, and how far up the 
North Coast he did not know, but the amount 
of \York cati' on thmn Rf'Cn1ed to be excessive. 
They were wor~ing the f~1ll hours. in thP 
daY and sometimes V\'orking overtnnc a.s 
we'li, without getting extra remuneration. 
He coul-d scarcely credit the Government 
with taking any action that would t:rcreaoe 
the inconv(·nienee to the general pubhc, and 
would have thought--as the Government wa-, 
kept in office b:V hon. members opposite­
that thev would have been instructed to 
appoint ~n a<;Jditional magistrate. so that !he 
gen0ral pubhc would not suffer by ha vmg 
to pay legal expenfP< for adjournment after 
adjournment. H-e had b~·ought ~he matt!"r 
up, as the unfor;tuna~e crty of South. B~rs­
bane sceme:·d to oe vv1thout a reprt·.sen~.,ative 
at the present time. There was no one to 
speak up for it, unless it be that the hon. 
member for Oxlev, as being a near neigh­
bour. desir-ed to· perform a kindly action. 
Ile would much like to know the reason for 

Hon. J. Tolmie.] 
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casting additional burdens on the community 
of North Brisbane bv having taken awav the 
South Brisbane Po'licEi Court. ~ 

A GoYERNJI!ENT 1fEJIIBER : Do you think a 
police court is an advantage? 

Ho,. J. TOLJUIE: There were so manv 
people attached to a police court that 1t 
was an inconvenience to be ,Yithout one' 
and it was laid down in tho Estimates that 
there had been an increase, since the present 
Government came into office of criminals 
and lunatics. ' 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: vYhat about the 
previous Liberal candidate? 

Hox. J. TOLMIE: How were the Govern­
ment treating South Brisbane with justice 
when they took away the police court? He 
had no fault to find with the administration 
of the department. So far as Toowoomba 
was conc,,rned, they were extremely fortu­
nate, as the magistrate there was regarded 
as one of the best magistrat~s in the State. 
They had a clerk of pettv sessions who had 
served his time in Brisbane, and he was 
sure that the department, as well as the 
p<ople of Too"oombQ, thought a lot of him. 
\Vhcthc-r they had the full amount of assist­
ance . they required he did not know. He 
certamly had no fault to find with the depart­
ment en • far as. the Toowoomba court was 
concerned, and rf there was anything there 
that was not q~ute as good as it ought to 
be, he was cm·tam the department-if proper 
T~presentahon was made-would remove the 
difficulty: It was very duirable that some 
explanation should be given with regard to 
the treat:.:1ent of the courts in Xorth and 
South Bnsbane. 

. Mr. COOPER (Br, mi ,·) confessed that en­
hghtenment sometime., came from unexpected 
sources. He had not anticipated that the 
le_ader ?f the Opp<?sition W?uld have supplied 
him '":"Ith "some mformahon he had been 
scarchmg tor, but for some considerable time 
he had been thinking th":t it might be neces­
sary that the police magistrates of the St>tte 
should be examined as to the shte of their 
health, be_cause the first time he came into 
contac:t .with one police magistrate, he was 
of_ opm!on ~hat there was something wrong 
With his liver, he was so irascible and 
peevish. 

Hon. J. ToL;\!IE: Overworked. 

Mr. COOPER: He had now come to the 
conclusion that this officer must have bee~ 
overworked. The case he referred to was an 
appeal by a railway employee named 
\Yelsby, who was di·charged by the Railwa,.· 
pepartmt'nt for sp<'aking at a political meet­
mg. That was under regulation 18 which 
he. believed, that this ~ide, when i;, Oppo~ 
s1bon, asked to be abolished, but which the 
ihen Government did pot abolish. \Yelsby 
was discharged from the servrce becaus0 he 
spoke at a political meeting, and he natur­
ally appealed,. and he (Mr. Cooper) was 
allowed to go mto the appeal court to take 
shorthand notes on behalf of Welsby. The 
m_agrstr~te was a Mr. ::YJorris, who treated 
Welsb,v m a way w~icl_r he (J'dr. Cooper) had 
never heard a crnn1nal or 8~ " drunk " 
treated in ;l court of this State. He did 
n'.'tlun:; but browbeat and check the man 
\\ olsl0y-as he called him-in a most dis­
graceful manner, and practicallv allowed 
him to make no statement. He ~snarled at 
him, wanted to know what he knew of law 
-and how he could conduct an appeal case i~ 

[Han. J. Tolmie. 

a proper manner. He ·refused to allow the 
man \V elsby to put his e:ase as he thought 
it should be put. 'l'he thing got that bad 
that, after a quarter of an hour of this 
peevish procedure, the magistrate woke up· 
to the fact that his remarks were being taken 
down in shorthand, and he ordered the short­
hand writer to retire. He (Mr. Cooper) had 
waited for three years to make these re­
marks, and he was pleased that he now had' 
an opportunity of giving his opinion of 
"that man "-that police magistrate. (Hear, 
hear !) If it was due to overwork, something 
should be done to relieve magistrates who 
tried men in that way. The only other 
magistrate he had noticed was the magis­
trat<e in Ipswich, Mr. .J. S. Burge, who· 
worked <>XC<>f'dingly hard, and took cases all' 
hours of the day. He had a big district to· 
travel over, and there was a difficulty in 
fitting in cases. In his opinion, when magis­
h·ates were in the frame of mind as in the 
case he had mentioned-whethn· from over­
work or anything else-they were not fit to 
conduct imvortant trials, such as appeals by 
men who were standing up for what they 
considered to be their rights. 

,. Hox. ,J. A. FIHELLY did not think the 
case in regard to the South Brisbane Police 
Court needed much explanation. The court 
there was simply not wanted, and the build­
ing was being wasted. Probably the leader 
of the Opposition had taken his cue from 
the members of the South Brisbane Munici­
pal Council, but the hon. member need not 
worry about it, as the hon. member for the· 
distr·i,~t had not seen fit to bother about it. 
The members of the South Brisbane Munici­
pal Council were a quaint bod,· of alder­
men. (Laughter.) One very humorous 
f:ent!eman, who rep,·esented a secluded 
ward. said that his opinion of him (Mr. 
Fihelly) had lessened considerably. He had 
known that alderman for some considerable 
time, but his opinion of him had never 
altered. (Laughter.) It had been found 
nc•'E''sarv to close down the courthouse, as 
it could be don·3 without. The members 
of the legal fraternity found Brisbane more 
convenient, and those litigants who had' 
occasionallv to travel over to the south side 
were also glad to have tho court away from 
South Brisbane. The building would now be· 
put to some better use, which would pro­
bably be appreciated by the residents. The 
hon. member also mentioned the delays in 
connection with the Brisbane Police Court 
and the ovenmrk of the police magistrates. 
He did n<,t think th·" police magistrates were· 
overworked, and the delavs were not due 
in any wav to the depar"tment, but more 
than anything el~e to solicitors who anted 
adjournments. He had a cutting from the 
"Courier" of the 27th October with ref£r­
encL to tho overwnrk and the congestion of 
business. The report stated-

" All adjournments heroin referred to· 
were at the request of litigants." 

That disposed of the suggestion that the: 
magistrates· wne overworked. 

Question put and passed. 
At 10 p.m., 
The CHAIR~'AN resumed the chair. 

CROW"' SOLICITOR (TOWNSVILLE). 

HoN. J. A. FIHF:LLY moved that £415 
bt, granted for " Crown Solicitor {Towns­
ville)." The Crown Solicitor at Townsville 
was appointed with the Tight to private· 
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practice, and had given the department a 
good return for the money expended. There 
was a small increase in the vote on account 
of postages, telegrams, railway fares, etc. 
They had put down the amount which was 
expended last year. 

Question put and passed. 

DISTRICT COL'RTS. 

lioN. J. A. FUIELLY moved that £9,153 
be grant0d for '' Dietrict Courts." There 
''as an incrca·se of £223 in the vote over the 
amount asked for last year, which was 
brought about by provision for fees for 
acting Crown Prosecutor and deputy Dis­
trict Court judge. 

liox. J. TOLMIE : He had noticed it had 
been found necesBary to appoint acting Dis­
trict Court judges occasionally and an 
Acting Crown Prosecutor. ViT as that due to 
the fact that the work had increased or that 
the judges were otherwise eng<Lgecl? If it 
had become a standing necessity to appoint 
~1n actjng District Court judge, \vould it not 
be better to make a perma.ncnt appointment? 
He t.honc;ht that <<n extra judge was neces­
sary. He believe·d that the work of the 
Di3trict Court., had been well done by the 
judges, and the administration of justice 
throughout Queensland was such that they 
had no reason to feel ashamed. of it. Thev 
differed from judges sometimes, but that did 
not pre1ent them from reco~nis·ing good 
work when it' was performed by them. vVas 
there any neceseity to appoint an additional 
judg-e? Tho late Attorney-General had in 
contemplation tho doing a'.':ay with District 
Court judges and making n1ore Suprmne 
Court judges. Perhaps the Minister would 
<'do' if tLe present Government intended to 
follow out that idea. 

l-IoN. J. _\. FIHELLY: He presumed that 
the hon member referrc<l to the unfortunate 
District Courts Bill? 

Hon. J. ToLMIE: Yes. 

HoN. J. A. FIHELLY: It appeared in 
bvo or three sessions, and--

Han. J. TOL:I!IE: Then it got into the 
h<mds of the lawyers. 

RoN. J. A. FIHELLY: It was settled 
when it got there. (Laughter.) However, 
the general matter of the appointment of 
District Court judges and Supreme Court 
judges woukl be inquired into next year. 
Hon. members woulJ recognise that since 
the Government had come into office they 
lmd little spare time to go into the question 
of further judges. They had a heavy pro­
gramme of legislation. and they had also had 
a pretty busy administrative time. The 
subject would, however, be inquired mto. 
Regarding the appointment. of acting Dis­
trict Cot<• t judges, the Industrial Court was 
in a sbtc of cong;wtion at the present time. 
They only appointed judges when they were 
asked for by Judge :Macnaughton, of the 
Industrial Court, or anv Di~trict Court 
judfSe. \\!,..hen thc.,,e judges 1nado recon1-
mendations they were inquired into, and 
their wishes were complied with. ,Tu·dge 
Rutledge was also frequently engaged at the 
Land Court. If it were found next vear 
that another District Court judge was" re­
quimd, they would certainly appoint him. 

Mr. GU.K::\f: He hud been requested by 
the people of Stanthorpo to see if it were 
possible to have a bailiff appointed at that 
town. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: That matter will also· 
bo inquired intn next year. 

:J.lr. GUN::\f sugge&ted thut the police· 
might do the work. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: There are limitations. 
to that. You saw the report of the deputa­
tion to me the other day, and you will appre­
ciate the point. 

::\lr. GUNN: If the han. gentleman would. 
look into it next year, he was satisfied. 

Han. J. A. FIHELLY: I will look into it. 

Question put and pas,ed. 

FRIENDLY SOCIETIES. 

Hox. J. A. FIHELLY moved that £1,54G· 
be granted for " Friendly Societies." 

Question put and paseed. 

IXD1:STRIAL COUR'r. 

Hox. J. A. FIHELLY moved that £60G· 
be granted for. '' Industrial Court." There 
was provis:on for £500 for the &alary of the 
ju.dg·e, aJ1.<l £100 for travelling expenees, the 
'anw <Ls last year. The £500 wa~ supple­
mental to tho sala.ry of the District Court 
judge. 

HoN. J. TOL:MIE asked if the Minister 
had anv information as to what was pro­
posed in connection with the Industrial 
Courts. 

Han. J. A. FIHELLY: I have no knowledll"e· 
whatever. The Bill was so mutilated m 
thr other House that w<l do not know where 
we stand. If you ask your friends there 
·what they arc going to ?o, then. I might be 
able to give you some mformatwn. 

Hox .. J. TOLMIE: He had no knowledge 
of what was being done by another place. 
Th,,. preHmt judge received £1,500 a year, 
and the Government contemplated appointing 
a Supreme Court judge. He thought the 
Government would have anticipated the 
appointment by providing the amount of 
the .alary on the Estimates. As the hon. 
g-entleman had no information to give on 
the matter, they could not get any. 

Question put and p;cssed. 

IXSOL\"EXCY, INTESTACY, AND INSAXITY. 

Ho;;. J. A. FIHELLY moved that £2,830 
be granted foi' "Insolvency, Intestacy, and 
Insanity. 

Mr. BRIDGES: There was one item that 
gave him a great deal of conc,ern, and it 
also greatly concerned him when the Esti­
mate' »'ere going through before. 

Hon. J·. A. FIHFLLY: You were' afraid to 
make any noise about it. 

?.Ir. BRIDGES: Some members received 
letters from a man named Thompson, and. 
he had also received letters from a man 
named Thompson. 

The TREASURIIR: George Campbell Thomp­
son? 

::\Ir. BRIDGES: Yes. 

Mr. Bridges.J 
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Han. J. 'A. FIHELLY: You can cli.ca•., 
that o:1 the I!on1e Sccrct:n·is Estirnat{s 
but not on this vote. ' 

:\lr. BRIDGES: \Yore they not dealing 
ith the in"·anity vot•.:? 
Han. J. A. FmELLY: ·u he had any esbte 

tht~ department vvould adn1inister ~it. -. ' 

1\Ir. BRIDGES: 'l'hcre •;·ere two mem­
bll's opposite intereoted in this individual. 

.Han .. J. .\. FIEFT.LY: You should do it on 
tho right vote. 

Mr. BRIDGES: T~en they might n0t have' 
the bon. gentleman rn charge. 

The CIL-\.IR~,IAN: Order! 'l'he hon. 
member cannnt discu'' that matter on this 
:;ate·. I_rc ,;n":y discus-• it on the vDte for 

Insanity, rn the Hom.e Secrctary':3 De-
partment. 

Mr. GUNI\: He supposed that if a person 
-died intestate his <''tate would be n iminis­
tered by the Curator in Intestacy and In­
sanity. 

Han. J. A. FIHELLY: The Public Curator 
"Bill will alter the whole of the staff when it 
becomes law. 

::\lr. GUNN: Then thi·, office will be prac­
tically wiped out? 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: It will be ab>orbed 
in the new de·partmcnt. 

Ho:-.. J. TOLMIE '"id he should like the 
Minister to inform the Committen when the 
<>hange would take place under the new 
Bill. 

RoN. J. A. FIHELL Y : The Bill was not 
yet pas,,ed, and he had no information to 
giYe on the matter, but he took it that 
when the nnw law came into force this office 
would be amalgamated with the new office. 

Question put and passed. 

PARLIA:\IEXTARY DRAFTS7tfAN. 

RoN. J. A. FIBELLY moved that £650 
be granted for "I_)arijaint,nb:try Draft:1nan." 

Ho:-.. J. TOLMIE wished to point out 
that members had ~een very forbearing in 
regard to the draftmg of am0ndmento and 
to suggest that, if the Parliamentary Drafts­
man was ovPrworl<ed, he should be given 
some c_ssistanc '· Somethnes th(•v passed the 
second reading of a Bill late a't night, the 
Oomraittee stage ca1ne on the next daY, 
and-- · 

Hon. ,T. A. FnmLLY : I know; I will endea­
vour to meet you there. 

Question· put, and passed. 

PL'BLIC SERVICE SUPERANNUATIO:-< BOARD. 

HoN. J. A. FIHELL Y moved that £460 be 
·granted for " Public Service Superannua­
tion Board." Th9 onl:v increase-s in this vote 
'vere automatic irwreases. 

Question put and passed. 

SHERIFF-SOUTHERN AND CEKTRAL 

AND NORTHERN. 

RoN. J. A. FIHELLY moved that :£4,395 
be granted for " Sheriff, Southern and 
Central and Northern." 

[Mr. Bridges. 

Mr. GUNN: He did not see anything put 
down on this vote for the hangman, and he 
was wondering whether they had abolished 
the office of hangman. 

Hon. J. TOL)!IE: That has been abolished 
for years. 

Mr. GU:'i')f: Then, the F.heriff would have 
to do his own hanging. 

)Jr. MAY noticed that t.he bailiff at Towns­
ville received £150, at Charters Towers £125, 
at Cooktown and Cairns each £75, at Clan­
curry £40, at Mackay £40, and at Norman­
ton £40, and wish-ed to know why this 
discrimination was made in the sal::tries. 

HoN. J. A. FIHELLY replied that he 
would have inquiries made into the matter. 

Question put and passed. 

Rl:PRE"IE COl;RT (SOL'THERN DIVISIOX). 

Hox. J. A. FIHELLY moved that £6,612 
be granted fOl· '' Supreme Court (Southern 
Division)." 

Mr. GLEDSON: There were one or two 
items in this vote on which he should like 
some information. He noticed that the asso­
ciate to the Chief Justice received £300 per 
annum, the associate to the Senior Puisne 
Judge £250, and the associate to Mr. Justice 
Chubb £250. What he wished to know was 
who appointed these as•;ociatPs, what qualifi­
catiom "ere required for the office, at what 
age where they appointed, and what were 
the names of the associates? 

HoN. J. A. FIHELLY: The appointment 
of an aSbociate was the privilege or pre­
rogative of the judge. As a rul<', an associate 
was some young friend of the judge, who 
was studying for the law. \Vhen he passed 
his examination, he usually resigned, and 
another young man was appointed in his 
place. ·what were the precise -duties of an 
associate he did not know; but he appeared 
to be part of the furniture of the court. 
The Committee had no control over him; 
they simply provided his salary. 

Question put and pas.sed. 

Sl:PRE:\IE rO't'RT (CEXTRAL DIVISION). 

HoN. J. A. FIHELL Y moved that £1,470 
be .,-ranh·d f{)r "Supreme Court (Central 
Division)." 

· Question put and passed. 

SL'PRF1fE COURT (NORTHERK DIVISION). 

Hoc>. J. A. FIHELLY moved that £2,760 
be g-ranted for " Supreme Court (Northern 
Division)." 

At 10.30 p.m., 
The CHAIRMAN :-aid: Under the opera­

tion of Standing Order 306, I now leave the 
chair, and make my report to the House. 

The House resumed. The CHAIRMA:-< 
reported progress, and the Committee 
obtained leave to sit again on Tuesday next. 

The House a'djom:ned at thirty-one minutes 
past 10 o'elock. 




