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TuespAy, 19 OcToBeR, 1915.

The SeeagEr (Hon. W. McCormack, Cairns)
“took the chair at half-past 3 o’clock.

PAPER.
The following paper, laid on the table,
‘was ordered to be printed :— '

Annual report of the Chief Protector
of Aboriginals, rotector

{19 OcToBER.]
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QUESTIONS.

RAILWAY SERVICES AND VOLUNTEERS FOR
ACTIVE SERVICE. ;

Mr. BEBBINGTON (Drayton) asked the

Secretary for Railways—

«1. The number of men engaged in
the State workshops, Ipswich, on Ist
October, 19157

“2, The total number of men in the
service of the department, over eighteen
years of age, within what may be termed
the Ipswich area, to include all classes
and grades of the service within the
Ipswich area?

<% The number of men in the rail-
way service who have offered for active
service in the forces abroad from the
Ipswich area?

4, The number of single men, if any,
filling positions vacated by men who
have joined the Expeditionary Forces
from the Ipswich area?”

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. J. Adamson, Rockhampton) replied—

1. 1,629,
2. 2,014,
3, 114.
‘4, 2717

SLEEPERS FOR MUMBILLA-MOUNT EDWARDS
: RAILWAY.

Mr. BELL (Fassifern) asked the Secretary
for Railways—

«1, Is it a fact that both contractors’
and Government teams are drawing
sleepers for the Mumbilla-Mount Hd-
wards line?

“2 If so, would he state the cost of
drawing—(a) By contract; (b) by Go-
vernment teams?”’

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
replied—

“1. Yes.

“ 2. Cost of drawing varies from 10d.
to ls. 9d. per block, according to dis-
tance hauled and nature of roads tra-
versed. The cost of hauling is approxi-
mately the same for both coniractors’
and Government teams when the con-
ditions are the same.”

DISTRIBUTION OF RELIEF BY UNIONS.

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby) asked the Secre-
tary for Public Works—

1, Is he aware that persons applying

for Government relief at the Trades Hall
have been questioned by union represen-
tatives as to whether they are or are
not members of unions?
_““2. Does he not think that the prac-
tice of permitting the Trades Hall to
distribute State relief will lead to per-
sons in necessitous circumstances being
coerced into joining unions?

““3, Will he appoint some public
officer, other than a member of a union,
to supervise the distribution of these
public funds?”’ .

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. D.
Bowman, Fortitude Valley) replied : Although

'
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# this question was addressed to the Secretary
for Public Works, it is really in my depart-
ment. The answers are as follow:—

“1. No.

“2. No.

¢ 3. Relief is distributed by an officer
of the public service at the Relief Office
only. Recipients who live too, far away
to obtain relief at the Relief Office,
obtain it on orders from the local store-
keeper.”

GOVERNMENT RELIEF OFFICE,

Mr. PETRIE (Zoombul) asked the Home
Seeretary-—

“1. Is it a fact that, on 14th October,
at the Government Relief Office, the
crowd was so great that the two officers
distributing relief were unable to over-
take their work, and that relief was
heing distributed even at 3.30 p.m.?

2. Will he provide for a distribution
5 two days, to obviate the long hours
£ waiting 7”7

~ae HOME SECRETARY replied—
¢ 1. Relief was distributed at 3.30 p.m.
and later on the 14th October.
2. There are two days for general
distribution already—namely, Thursday
and Friday.” .

Mzr. DUNSTAN AND THE LABOUR EXCHANGE.

Mr. PETRIE asked the Secretary for
Public Works—
“1. Is Mr. Dunstan an officer of the
Labour Exchange?
“2. If not, to what extent does he
control the work of that institution?
8. Is it necessary for men to secure
his approval before they can have work
allotted to them?”’

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
{Hon. E. G. Theodore, Chillagoe) replied—
“1, 2, and 3. No.”

Discovarty oF Mz, T. J. Foar.
Mr. GUNN (Carnarvon) asked the Trea-

surer—
“Is Mr. T. J. Foat, secretary to the
Federal Clerks’ Union, who has been
authorised by his department to inter-
view public servants with reference to
sheir becoming members of the Faderal
Clerks’ Union, the same Mr. T. J. Foat
who at Ipswich recently, as reported in
the Ipswich and Brisbane rapers, de-

clined to honour the toast of His Most.

Gracious Majesty the King; and will
he undertake to withdraw all public
recognition from T. J. Foat, and all

other pefrsons whose  public acts are
tainted with disloyalty ?”’
The TREASURER replied—

2“1 have nc information on the

matter.”

BRANDS BILL.
THIRD READING.

On the motion of the SECRETARY FOR
AGRICULTURE (Hon. W. Lennon, Her-
bert), this Bill was read a third time, and
ordered to be transmitted to the Legislative
(louncil by message in the usual form.

[fHon. W. Lennon.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Supply.

TRUSTEES AND EXECUTORS ACT
AMENDMENT BILL.

IxirraTIOoN IN COMMITTEE.
(Mr. Coyne, Warrego, in the chair.)

Hon. J. A, FIHELLY (Paddington) i
moving—
“ That it is desirable that a Bill be
introduced to authorise trustees to invest
trust funds in any Commonwealth loan,””

said: For the information of members he
might state that at present trustees, through
some flaw in the law, could not invest trust
moneys in the Commonwealth loan. They
could invest moneys in any State loan in
Queensland or in any State loan in Austral-
asia, but not in any Commonwealth loan.
This Bill was to remedy that defect, and was.
also introduced in accordance with a promise
made to the Commonwealth authorities.

Mr. MORGAN (Murilla) asked what bene-
fit would the public derive from this? The-
Minister was very brief in his explanation.
and it was only right that hon. members-
should get some more information about the
measure.

Hox. J. A, FIHELLY : The benefit would
be this: Owing to a flaw in the present law,
trustees could not invest moneys in a Com-
monwealth loan, and this Bill was to remedy
that. Any investments that had been made
in that loan would now be made legal, and,
in future, trustees would be able to invest
in (‘ommonwealth loans, precisely as they
did now in State loans. No further explana-
tion could be given than that; that was the
sum total of it.

Question put and passed.

The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN re-
ported that the Committee had come to a
resolution, and it was agreed to.

FirsT READING.

The Bill was presented aend read s first
time, the sccond reading being made an
Order of the Day for to-morrow.

SUPPLY.

FINANCIAL STATEMENT-—DEBATE IN COMMITTEE..
(M7, Coyne, Warrego, in the chair.)

Question—That there be granted to FHis.
Majesty, for the service of the year 1915-16,
a sum not exceeding £300, to defray the
salary of aide-de-cemp to His Excellency the
Governor—again stated.

Mr. FORSYTH (Murrumba), who was re-
ceived with Opposition “ Hear, hears,”” said:
I think that most members will agree with
me that the Financial Statement is the most
important document that is ever brought
before this House for discussion. This.
Financial Statement is somewhat different
to other Financial Statements that have been
delivered in this House, in the sense that a
class of legislation and e class of taxation is
being introduced here which has never been
introduced before. I refer particularly to
the land tax. Of course, we have the land
tax in the other States, and it is now being
introduced here. If there was ever a time in
the history of Queensland when the Trea-
surer should have some sympathy with those
who have passed through terrible straits,
and who have had terrible losses, now is
the time. Instead of that, we find that the-
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peor farmér snd the poor selector, who in
many cases has lost practically his all, has
got to be burdened by this extra taxation
which is not at all necessary.

QrposiTioN MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. TORSYTH: Before dealing with
these things I wish to give a slight resumé
of the work of the late Government during
the last six years, after Mr. Kidston re-
tired, and you will be able to see at a
glance the marvellous development that has
taken place during that time and the pro-
gressive legislation that was introduced, in-
cluding the building of railways, while
there has been a heavy increase in revenue
and a_heavy increase in expenditure, and it
has all been done without a shilling of extra
taxation. (Hear, hear!)

Mr. BerrRam: Why not quote 1902, which
was also a drought year?

Mr. FORSYTH : The hon. member refers
to 1902.- We have only to look at the finan-
cial tables to find that from 1900 to 1902
the revenue fell by nearly £1,000,000, and
extra taxation had to be imposed. We had
very big deficits then. In 1909 we received
a revenue of £5,000,000 from all sources, and
last year it was over £7,000,000, making a
total increase in revenue in that period of
over £2,000,000. No one could have dreamt
that the finance of the State would have
increased to such an enormous extent during
that time, and it only shows we had good
times and good prospects in those particular
vears. Each year showed a steady increase;
the first year an increase of £200,000; the
next year, £600,000; the next, £390,000;
the next, £600,000; and last year,
£229,000; making a total of about £2,000,000
increase of revenue. That is a state of
affairs that any party, whether Liberal or
Labour, should be proud of. How did that
increase come about? We find the railway
revenue, which is the biggest revenue we
have got—and we should be proud of our
railways, and we should be proud of the
wonderful development that has taken place
during the last few years—six years ago the
railway revenue was £2,318,622, and last
year it was £3,792,070; showing an increase
‘of nearly one million and a-half in that short
time, and the expenditure only increased
during that six_ years by about £1,000,000,
thus showing the marvellous expansion in
‘general business that occurred and the great
‘benefits derived in connection with our rail-
ways. Now, the hon. gentleman told us
that he has got £280,000 extra money o
pay in connection with interest on loan.
Have we not had the same during all those
years? As a matter of fact, during the last
six years the Liberal Government spent on
railway building alone a sum between
£11,000,000 and £12,000,000. They spent alto-
gether in connection with railways, advances
to local authorities, advances to sewerage
works, and things of that sort—they actually
advanced and spent about £14,000,000 during
that time. VYou will thus see that the
average @all round was about £2,250,000
-each year, or a little more, showing that we
were determined to continue spending loan
money so long as that expenditure was
judicious. It meant giving employment to
thousands and thousands of men on our rail-
ways; it meant general prosperity all round.
"Not only the men who received wages on
the railways received the benefit, but the
general public all round received great bene-
fit on account of the marvellous advance-
ment during that period. A huge amount of

[19 OcroBER.]
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money was circulated, everybody was bene-
fited, and thus we had a generali run of
prosperity. No doubt, we had good seasons
which helped very materially. If we had
not had good seasons, we could not have
done it, but still, under wise and capable
administration, we were able to do all that.
Now, in regard to land settlement, during
the same period of six years what do we
find? Such a record as this State has never
seen before. Our revenue from land increased
during those six years by £230,000. It is
now in the viecinity of £1,000,000 a year, and
that is something we ought to be proud of.
The revenue from pastoral leases has in-
creased, although a large amount of the
holdings has been teken away; even then
they have not decreased but vitally in-
creased, while the revenue from selections
has increased most marvellously. The
revenue from that source in 1909 was
£292,000, and it was no less than £450,000
this year; in fact, since 1907 the total
revenue derivable from rents and leases has
just about doubled. That shows the wonder-
ful improvement that has taken place in
connection with our land. What has been
done in connection with settling people on
the land? During the last six years about
3,500,000 acres of land have been taken up
in connection with agricultural farms. About
10,000 farmers have taken up that land for
the purpose of helping the country and help-
ing to develop our resources. In conmection
with grazing farms, about 14,000,000 acres
have been taken up, and in connection with
grazing homesteads about 18,000,000 acres
were taken up, which, with the large amount
taken up unconditionally, makes a total of
some 40,000,000 acres of land taken up in
various forms of selection during the last six
years. That grand total shows that the
Liberal party were sympathetic with the
man on the land. All this development has
taken place, and although we have increased
our expenditure enormously—the whole of
that has been done in spite of the fact of
borrowing £14,000,000, and paying interest
upon that amount—all that has been dgne
without a single shilling of taxation being
imposed upon the people of Queensland.

OpposITION MEMEBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. BerrraM: Could you have done that
this coming year?

Mr. FORSYTH: Yes.
Mr. BertrAM : Tell us how.

Mr. FORSYTH : For this year we had a
surplus of £240,000.

A GoverNMENT MEeMBER: That is not true.

Mr. FORSYTH : I have no desire to make
a statement that is not true. I have always
been very careful about that. I say all that
was done without imposing a single penny
piece of taxation upon the people. (Hear,
hear!) Why has that been possible? Be-
cause the party to which we belong believe
in the principle of trying to develop this
great State without burdening the people
by putting on extra taxation, if it is at all
possible, and they have done it and left a
splendid surplus at the end of each year;
and even last year, in spite of going through
a severe period of drought! That is the
position. Now take the income tax. The
income tax is a fair idea as to whether a
country is prosperous or otherwise. That has
increased to a very great extent; as a
matter of fact, all our various revenues have

Mr. Forsyth.]
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increased, and it is satisfactory to know that
they have increased, because on that account
we have been able to develop and carry on
as we have done. The Treasurer, in his
Financial Statement, says this— ’

“On assuming office in June, the pre-
sent Administration found it necessary to
make certain adjustments in connection
with financial matters. The increases in
salaries to the lower-paid public servants,
which accrued during the year but which
had been withheld by the previous Go-
vernment, were paid.”

As a matter of fact, the Liberal Government
distinctly stated that that money would be
paid if they had the money in hand. The
reason they did not do it just prior to the
general election was that, 1f they had done
80, they would have had members on every
platform stating that it was done to $ry and
catch votes. - The Liberal
actually did give a part of it at the end of
the year. What was the position? At the
beginning of the year it was anticipated
that there would be a deficit of £300,000,
and when you are going to have a big deficit,
you naturally try and keep expenditure
down so as to square your accounts. But
instead of having a deficit of £300,000, we
actually had a surplus at the end of the year
of £240,000, because the revenue became
buoyant later on. Money we did not expect
to come in came in, and thus helped forward
the finances of the State. The hon. gentle-
man asked the question: ‘ Had they a
credit balance at the end of the year?” I
am going to show the credit balance. The
Treasurer had no less than £240,000 surplus
on the 30th June. There can be no denying
that fact, because the figures are in his own
Statement. He states that he took away
from the loan fund and debited revenue with
£52,000 in connection with wooden buildings.

Mr. BerTRAM: Was not that the practice
of the late Government?

Mr. FORSYTH : That is the practice of
any Government if they have the money.
That was done years before. Mr. Kidston,
when he had a large surplus, did the same
thing, and I do not blame him for doing
these things, so long as the money is mot
wanted for anything clse. Then there was
£85,000 depreciation on loan. That was
taken from loan and debited against revenue.
Then he took £42.000 from trust funds. He
credited trust funds and debited revenue
for that amount. Coupled with that he gave
the £56,000 in connection with the automatic
increases, and the total amount of the money
to which I referred is £236,000, which with
a small balance brought forward of £3,000 or
£4,000 gives the total of £240,000. :

. The TrEasURER: Don’t you think those
items should have been paid out of revenue?

Mr. FORSYTH : I say most emphatically
the hon. gentleman was wrong to do it. If
the hon. gentleman had anticipated a buoy-
ant year this coming year, and had no idea
of putting on extra taxation, then he would
have been perfectly justified in doing what
he did. But what he should have done, if he
had been a wise man, and if he wished to try
and help the people get over the extra taxa-
tion—because this year we will have no less
than £1,000,000 to pay in extra taxation be-
tween the Federal Government and the State
Government. The Federal income tax will
amount to about £4,000,000, one-eighth of

[Mr. Forsyth.
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which will have to be paid by Quecensland;
and the taxation suggested in the Financial
+Statement will mean another £500,000—mak-
ing £1,000,000 that the people of Queensland’
will have to pay this year more than they did
last year—and that in the face of the big
drought! Any wise Government would have:
endeavoured by all the means in their power-
not to have increased taxation, yet we have
the Government here who, according to their
own Estimates have the biggest revenue that
Queensland has ever had—a record—and yet
at the same time they are going to show a
huge deficit. It is only when we had big-
deficits—when the revenue was going to-
tumble to pieces—that extra taxation has
been put on; and instead of trying to help
the people who have gone through these-
terrible times, the Government do something
they should not have done. What they
should have done was: pay that £56,000, if’
you like, in connection with the automatic
increases. That is a fair thing to do. It
would have been done in any case, because
you had the money to do it; but the-
£184,000 that the hon. gentleman had up his
sleeve—what he should have done—what I
would have done if I had been in his place—-
would have been to carry the whole of that
amount forward so as to assist this year.

The TREASURER : It would have gone to the-
credit of the public debt reduction fund.

Mr. FORSYTH : There is not the slightest
reason for that. You could have put it to-
a suspense account and brought in a Bill
now to validate it. The Premier told us
that in connection with the sugar business he-
bluffed the people and then brought in a
validating Bill to wvalidate his action. I
would have put all that money to a suspense-
account, and carried it forward to next year,
so as to help the lean year.

The TREASURER: The Auditor-General
would not allow that.
Mr. FORSYTH : Instead of doing that,

the hon. gentleman spent every shilling, and:
then expects the people of this State, who-
are suffering terrible burdens just now, to
pay all this extra taxation. That is not
what any sane man would have done in
connection with such a thing as that. Then,.
the hon. gentleman says that the Govern-
ment did not leave him much money, and’
yet, according to his own statement, there
was £2,157,000 to the credit of loan fund’
account. He says so himself. If he had
£2,000,000 left, what is he growling about?
The hon. gentleman knows that he had not
the money. That money has been utilised.
in some other way. I would like to speak
about that, but it might do harm, and so 1
shall not do so just now. This money has.
been used. We know that, and we know,
by the Financial Statement, the way in
which it has been used. What is the result
of that? The actual cash that the hon.
member had is shown in the public balances.
On the 30th June he had at credit in the
Queensland National Bank £1,600,000; with
the Agent-General, £140,000; gold in_the
Treasury, £350,000; in the Bank of Eng-
land, £168,000; at fixed deposit in other
banks, £130,000; making a total of
£2,400,000. And yet we hear so much fuss
about the late Government not having taken
a loan from the Federal Government—and I
will deal with that question in a few minutes
in such a way as will perhaps surprise even
the hon. member himself. I asked for the
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information, but could not get it, but now
1 have got it from a source that even the
hon. member himself will not dare to quibble
about, You will have it in black and white,
That is the money that hon. members oppo-
site had. They cannot deny it, and therefore
they could not have been so badly off as
they tried to make out—when they had
about £2,250,000 in hard cash. I notice
that a sum of £150,000 which was lent to
the Federal Government has been called in
—and wisely so, too—for the purpose of
carrying on public works., What has been
done since the beginning of the year? Has
the hon. member shown the slightest idea
of saving, or the slightest desire to do so?
He has, on the contrary, spent no less a
sum than £662,000 from loan fund in three
months. That is about £100,000 more than
was spent in the corresponding months of
the last year. He has spent from the trust
funds an amount of £572,000 in the same
three months, an amount of £175,000 more
than was spent in the same three months of
1814. Those two items actually show that,
in those three months—the first three months
in the financial year—the Treasury spent
from the loan and trust funds no less than
£1,234,000. And yet he says that he had no
money! Where did he get it?

The TREASURER: Was it not you who said
that we had only enough to last till the end
of September?

Mr. FORSYTH : Yes, I said that before.
But the Government have got more, because
they are now nearing the end of October,
and they have got more money than they
expected. In the Treasurer’s Financial State-
ment he says—

‘““ When the late Administration went
out of office, the loan fund balance was
quite inadequate to meet the heavy com-
mitments, some of which were exceed-
ingly pressing. No arrangements had
been made for raising further loans.”

I am sure we all hope that the hon. gentle-
man will get more money. We all hope
that he will be able to get all the money
he wants, so that he will be able to keep
the people employed, and go on with rail-
ways and other public works. Nobody will
be more pleased if he gets it than I will be.,
But the only amount he has received during
those three months of the year have been
£368,000, which is the amount of the excess
of revenue over expenditure. That should
be taken off the amount I have just men-
tioned, so as to reduce it to £866,000—
which has been spent. That sum has to
come off the balances at the end of June,
with the exception of any moneys that may
be paid in to the credit of trust and loan
funds from that date—the amount of which
I have no means of knowing. It only shows
how careful the hon. member should have
been; but instead it appears that he has
become a financial political spendthrift—
(hear, hear !)—because he is making no pro-
vision against the time when the money may
run out, when everything will have to cease
straight away.

The TReEASURER: Did vou not ask for an
advance to_ enable the local authorities to
build a railway to Momntville?

Mr. FORSYTH: VYes, and I hope the
Treasurer will have the funds to do that;
but if he has not got the funds, the folks
cannot expeet him to do the impossible, and

[19 OcroBER.]
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I do not expect him to do the impossible.
That is the position; so that, in spite of
all the talk, they had a considerable amount
of money in hand and they are spending it
just about a little too freely in my opinion,
unless they have the knowledge that they are
going to get more soon. Take our expendi-
ture of loan funds in connection with rail-
ways. And the people ought to be proud
of the railway system of Queensland and
the way in which it has developed during
the last few years. We have spent on the
railways since the initiation of the system
about £37,250,000, thus showing the mar-
vellous development that the people have
carried on during all these years. And the
interest bill—and I want our. friends to bear
this in mind—the interest we have to pay in
connection with railway loan money amounts
to no less than £1,380,000, which 1s a great
deal more than half the loan money interest
we have to pay. And although we had such
a huge amount of money to pay, we wound
up the year with a small debit balance of
only £1,963. Many of our railways do not
pay, thousands upon thousands of pounds
have to be written off every year, but in
spite of that the railways have been managed
so well that this year there is only a miser-
able little amount of £1,900 odd to debit
against the whole of that advance of
£37,250,000. The rest has been paid out of
the revenue made on the railways. That is
a record of which any Government or any
party should be proud. As a matter of fact,
if things had only gone on as they were,
and the times had been prosperous, the
amount chargeable to revenue in connection
with the whole of our railways would have
practically disappeared. As a matter of fact,
of the whole amount of £56,000,000 which we
have borrowed, the interest on 964 per cent.
is all paid from the various sources of
revenue, and the only item chargeable against
consolidated revenue last year was 3.72 per
cent., whereas ten years ago it was 17 per
cent. It is steadily decreasing all the time.
Under good conditions and by good business
management that item would be ultimately
wiped out, and we would be able to carry
on the whole of our great loan fund without
a shilling burden so far as the consolidated
revenue is concerned. INow, the revenue this
vear from railways, in spite of the drought,
in spite of all the disabilities under which
the people of Queensland are labouring, is,
according to the estimate of the Treasurer,
going to bring in the biggest revenue on
record, £3,950,000, or £158,000 more than
was brought in last year. The Government
estimates that they will have the largest
revenue from all sources than has ever
been Lknown in the history of Queensland.
They hope to get £7,312,000. Last year, a
record year—every year has been a record
for years past, but this is going to be the
greatest record of all, not only in connection
with the railways but the general revenue
of the country also—last year the revenue
was £7,702,000.

Mr. BrrTrAM : You would expect that with
a Labour Government?

Mr. FORSYTH: VYes, from the very fact
that a Labour Government is in power and
the very fact that they are getting the largest
revenue that Queensland has ever produced,
we would expect that the Government would
not have imposed any taxation.on the people.

OpposiTioN MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
Mr. Forsyth.]
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Mr. FORSYTH: That is the point we
want to get at, and there is not the slightest
reason, under conditions like those, why an
increase in the income tax and in the land
tax should have to be borne by the people
of Queensland.

Mr. O’Surnivax: If it had been a poll
tax, you would not object so much.

Mr. FORSYTH: I do not mind any tax
when it is absolutely necessary, but I do object
to taxation when there is not the slightest
occasion for it, and especially when the
people who have to pay it are going through
one of the most trying times 1n the history
of Queensland. The hon. member for Maree
said, *‘ Look ‘at what happened in 1902.”
Well, in 1883-1900 the revenue of the whole
State was £4,5688,000. Two years afterwards
it fell £500.000. The following year it fell
another :£500,000, so that in two years our
revenue fell by £1,000,000, and that at a time
when our revenue was not very much more
than half what it is now. And yet the hon.
member says: ‘‘Put on taxation.” Did we
not just have to put on taxation at that time?
As a matter of fact, it took the State of
Queensland  eight years to recover her
revenue to equal what it was in 1900. We
lost two-thirds of the whole of our stock,
revenue dwindled away all round, and we
were forced to put on taxation. What extra
taxation was put on? We put on an income
tax, which didn’t bring in a great amount
of money at first—I think about £100,000.
We reduced wages all round from 5 per
cent. to 10 per cent.,, and we increased the
railway rates; but in those days surely there
was .some reason for any Government to try
to raise revenue to make both ends meet.
We had big deficits; we could not help
ourselves. But this Government, without any
loss, with enormous sarpluses at the end of
the year, have imposed taxation on the
people.

Mr. H. L. HarmEey: Is not that better
than putting men out of work?

Hon. J. ToLMiE: You are putting them
out of work every day.

Mr. FORSYTH: And I remember that,
when we were spending £1,000,000 a year
from loan funds, the Labour party used to
howl us down as being a Government who
were going in for reckless expenditure.
Compare that with the Estimates we have
got before us to-day, and then you will see
where the reckless expenditure is and what
it is that is forcing tge Government to put
on extra taxation. Now, I want to return to
what happened during the first three months
of this year. The hon. member says that
he wants another £265000 from the rail-
ways, and for the first three months of this
year he has only increased the expenditure
by £8,000. Why does he not continue that
policy ?

The TREASURER: Do you not know that
the increased wages cannot apply until the
Estimates are passed?

Mr. FORSYTH : That is only one thing.
It would not account for all. As a matter
of fact, we only increased our expenditure
by £20,000 during last year as compared
with the year before, and why do not the
Government try to bring these things within
fair limits? Although the increase was only
£20,000 during that period, he wants it
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increased by £265,000 this year, an amount
that is, in my opinion, absolutely unneces-
sary.

The TreEasTRER: The late Government said
they left on record a minute which would
involve an expenditure of £150,000 on such
works this year.

Mr. FORSYTH : That would be a right
thing to do, if the Government saw their
way to pay for those works, but I do not
think they would have incurred that expendi-
ture if they saw they could not do so with-
out imposing extra taxation on the people.
But the Labour party do mnot care what
expense they incur as long as the additional
expense they incur is borne by the general
community. Now we will take the expendi-
ture on education. The expenditure for this
year is increased by about £90,000 over what
1t was last year. No wonder that we are
going to have a deficit, when we have reck-
less expenditure of that kind. = But though
that is their estimated increase for the whole
year, during the first three months of the
present financial year they have increased
their expenditure by only £4,000. I hope
they will continue to go slow.

The SECRETARY FOR_ PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
Would you cut down the vote for education?

Mr. FORSYTH: No, I would not cut
down the vote for education, but I would
cut down a great deal of expenditure that
is unnecessary. No one has ever objected to
spending money on education, but I do not
see why there should be such a huge increase
in that expenditure under present condi-
tions. The department that is always in
trouble—that is, the Home Secretary’s De-
partment—shows an increase of £30,000 in
expenditure as compared with the expendi-
ture for last year. The increase during the
past three months has been about £27,000,
and if the Government go on spending at
that rate, the increase for the whole year
in connection with that department will be
£90,000 or £100,000. Such a policy of finance
will bring about financial disaster, and land
the Government in a financial cul-de-sac.
There is not the slightest justification for such
a large increase of expenditure in connec-
tion with that department. Some other de-
partments show an increase in the expendi-
ture for the last three months, and some
show a decrease. With regard to the trust
account, I would strongly advise the Trea-
surer not to drain that account too much,
because, by so doing, he will disturb the
public balances. 1 hope the hon. gentleman
will take some notice of my remarks, and
try not to strain the trust account, for if *he
does, he will find himself in trouble before
long. The hon. gentleman says in his Finan-
cial Statement—

“ When the late Administration wens
out of office, the loan fund balance was
quite inadequate to meet the heavy com-
mitments, some of which were exceed-
ingly pressing.”

I think the hon. gentleman had a fair
amount of money to go on with, and, under
normal conditions, he would have had no
trouble in getting another loan. No one
will object to his floating another loan, as I
said before; no one would be more pleased
than myself to see that the hon. gentleman
was successful in raising an extra amouns
of money. The Treasurer and Premier went
down to Melbourne recently to see what
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means could be adopted to raise a further
loan. The people in Great Britain have lent
us money at an exceptionally low rate—as
Jow as 5 per cent. and 34 per cent.——and
have assisited us to develop the resources of
this State. 'Those people have stuck to
Queensland and Australia, and yet members
sitting on the Government benches talk about
Cohen, the man with the three balls, and
tell us that they have come to the rescue of
the State. How has this country been de-
veloped? Tt has been developed by the ex-
penditure of borrowed money on reproduc-
tive works, and though members opposite
have in the past spoken disparagingly of
those who lent us the moneg, they wish now
that some capitalists would come along and
lend them money to assist them in their
difficulties, The Treasurer statcd that he
is proceeding cautiously as far as the ex-
penditure of loan money is concerned. 1
have shown that he has been absolutely
reckless in the expenditure of loan money,
and that, in three months, he has spent
from loan and trust funds no less than
£1,250,000. Any business man in his position
would look ahead, and see what we are
likely to have to face, and having taken a
«careful view of the outlook, he would run
with bare poles before the wind until the
«clouds rolled by. But instead of doing that,
the hon. gentleman has acted the part more
or less of a political spendthrift; he is spend-
ing the people’s money recklessly and impos-
ing fresh taxation on them to meet that
expenditure. We have often been twitted
in this House by the Premicer and other
hon. members of that party for not_accept-
ing a loan of £2000,000 from the Federal
Government. They have said that the Den-
ham Government ought not to have refused
that offer of the Federal Government, and
that, if we had that £2,000,000 now we
should be sailing along quite smoothly. I
contend that the Denham Government would
have been fools if they had accepted a loan
of £2,000,000, which they would have to pay
back in twelve months or two years. T
stated on a previous occasion that the money
would have to be repaid within that period,
and my statement was contradicted. I have
authoritative information on the point now.
I bad it from Mr, Fisher himself, and I
am going to read it for the benefit of the
House, so that hon. members may see
whether I was right or wrong in making
that statement. On the 19th August last,
Mpr. Fisher, speaking in the House of Re-
presentatives, made this statement—

¢ While I shall not approach that con-
ference with great enthusiasm or opti-
mism, we have this ground for satisfac-
tion: that the Commonwealth is provid-
ing the States, up to the end of Novem-
ber next, with more money at a cheaper
rate than they have ever borrowed
before.”

TUntil the end of November, and that is the
time when the whole of the £18,000,000 of
loan money advanced to the various States
will thave to be repaid to the Federal Govern-
ment.

__Tur SECRETARY FOR PURLIC INSTRUCTION:
‘We are not getting any.

Myr. FORSYTH : No, and we do not want
any—(laughter)—we do not want any under
those conditions. The Denham Government
refused the offer of the loan for the very
good reason that they would have to pay
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the money back within a year from the
end of November next. That is the state-
ment made by Mr. Fisher. The money is to
be repaid, not in one year, but in two years,
from the time it was advanced, and from
November of this year the States receiving
loans will have.the use of the money for
one year only. What a nice position the
various States of Australia will be in when
those moneys have to be repaid! Twelve
months from next November the whole of
that £18,000,000 will have to be paid back to
the Federal Government. Where are the
States going to find that money? Where
are they going to get it? .

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I wish we
had a few millions now-

‘Mr. FORSYTH: If we had been offered
the money for ten years I would have bren
quite satisfied to accept the loan, but not to
accept a loan for one year from November
next. We shall want money to carry on
public works next year as well as this year,
and if we had to repay a loan of £2,000,000
where sheuld we get the money to meet our
requirements ? The whole circumstanoces
show that Mr. Denham acted wisely when
he refused a loan which he would have to
repay in so short a time. I can remember
that when the Federal Government persisted
in their endeavours to get the States to hand
over to them the Savings Bank business,
members opposite said they would like to
see the Commonwealth handling that money.

Mr. WINsTANLEY : They never did say that.

Mr. FORSYTH : Hon. members said that
if they had been in power they would have
handed over the whole of that money to the
Tederal Government. Any person Wwho
understands State finance must know that
the Savings Bank funds are a tower of
strength to any Government. Those moneys
are used for the purposes of building rail-
ways and carrying oub other development
have shown the Treasurer how his
finances stand at the present time. He has
not got too much money at his disposal, but
if he had not got the magnificent sum of
£1,267,000 from the Savings Bank last year
to carry on public works—if the whole of
that money had been handed over to the
Tederal Government—where would he have
been? The hon. gentleman’s financial posi-
tion to-day would have been more parlous
than it is if that money had been placed
under the control of the Federal Govern-
ment, The Savings Bank has been an enor-
mous source of benefit to the Government,
and I trust that the Government will never
dream of handing over the funds which are
of such benefit to the State to the Common-
wealth Government. The deposits in the
Queensland Government Savings Bank have
increased most wonderfully. ~In 1909 the
total amount deposited was £5,500,000, now
it is $£10,663,000. That is the amount fo
the credit of the people in the State Savings
Bank, and it speals volumes for their in-
dustry and thrift. When people who have
saved that money deposited it in the bank
against a rainy day, they are glad to know
that it is of incalculable benefit to the whole
State, as it enables the Government to
spend large sums of money in connection
with public works. Therefore, 1 say we
should stick to our Savings Bank fund. The
Treasurer says that the agricultural and
pastoral industries have passed through a
very bad time, and he is quite correct in
that sfatement. But I would ask what help

Mr. Forsyth.]
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have the Government given to the poor
farmer on the Darling Downs who has lost
all his stock and crops, to the poor selector
who has not even got rations for himself
and family, and to all those men on the
land who have been struggling to make a
living and get a home for themselves and
families? They have asKed the Govern-
ment for bread, and the Government have
offered them a stone in the shape of a land
tax. The poor men on the land, the men
by whom we live—for all wealth comes from
the soil—have been passing through a severe
struggle and have suffered severe losses,
and yet the way that the Government are
going to help farmers and selectors is by
lmposing upon them additional taxation.
I say deliberately that the biggest enemy
and most cruel enemy that the farmers of
Queensiand have 1o-day are the Labour Go-
vernment and the Labour party. Here we
have men possessing a little land who have
been struggling for years to establish a

home_for themselves and leave
[4.30 p.m.] something to the children when

they ‘“‘shuffle off this mortal coil,”
and yet the Government propose to impose
a4 tax upon the unimproved value of all
land they hold over £300. What do hon.
members opposite care? They do not care
a snap of the fingers. All that they care
about is that they get their platform carried
out, and the community as a whole will have
to suffer.

Mr. O’SULLIVAN : You are crying out
because the rich man is heing taxed,

. Mr. FORSYTH: At the last general elec-
tion we heard from every platform that if
the Labour party were returned we would
bave cheap food. But have we got cheap
food since this Government has been in
power? The first thing the Government did
was to harass the poor farmer and fix the
price of butter so that he could not get
any profit out of it at all. We were to get
cheap bread, but as a matter of fact bread
is dearer to-day than it was at election time.
We knew that in Adelaide the price of four
has been reduced from £18 to £16 per ton.
If anybody wants to sell flour in Queensland
at a price lower than that fixed by the Go-
vernment, the Government will not allow
him to do so. The Government are there-
fore keeping up the price of four and the
brice of bread. Everything was to be
cheaper, but, as a matter of fact, with the
exception of butter—which has come down
owing to normal conditions—everything is
much dearer. If we had a. general election
now, hon. members would not be sitting
opposite for ome day. (Hear, hear! and
Government laughter)) A great change of
feeling has come about amongst the people
of Queensiand, even amongst their own sup-
porters, They can see how they have been
duped, and they would not return members
opposite again if they had an opportunity
of giving their votes on the matter. This
year the people of Queensland will have to
pay £1,000,000 extra in baxation caused by
the TFederal taxation and the taxes men-
tioned in this Statement. Yet we have got
a Government here, who, if they had any
bowels of compassion at all, would say,
“No, we will not put another shilling of
taxetion_on the people of Queensland this
year.” But they do not say that. No, they
intend to carry out their platform, and they
pile np the expenditure so that they will
have the excuse to do it. The Government
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have bungled and blundered everything they
have touched, and it is likely to be the-
same until the end of their time,

Mr., H. L. Harteey : How about the unem-
ployment ?

Mr. FORSYTH : What are you doing for
the unemployed?

Mr. H. L. HartiEy: Spending money to-
get them work.

Mr. FORSYTH : We should not have so-
many unemployed at the present time. We
know that 150,000 men have either left Aus-
tralia or are in camp, and their places could
be flled while they are away, so that there-
is no reason to have the same amount of
unemployed now as we have in normal times.
I em sorry to see people unemployed at all.
I would only be too pleased to see every-
body working; but how can we expect that
when we have & Government in power which
is crushing the life and soul out of every-
body by means of taxation? This taxation
will be the means of throwing numbers of
men out of employment, because the people-
who have to pay the taxes will economise
and they will have to reduce the number of
their bands. Seeing that we have had such
an increase in the revenue this year, there
is no meed to put on a penny extra taxa-
tion. The Treasurer talks about getting a
loan of £3,000,000 at 5 per cent. this year.
He has not told us how he is going to get
it, yet he is making provision for it here.

The TREASURER: Would you not provide
for contingencies?

Mr, FORSYTH: It is very doubtful
whether you will get £3,000,000 at 5 per
cent.

The TREASURER:
thing to do?

Mr. FORSYTH: The hon. gentleman
saved on his interest bill this year no less.
than £80,000. That liability existed on the
30th June, but it did not fall due wuntil
30th September. If the hon. gentleman had
been a wise business man, he would have-
debited that to last year and squared it.
Instead of that, he is running everything into
this year and is increasing his expenditure.

The TreastRER: How could I do that
under the Audit Act?

Mr. FORSYTH : The hon. member could
have introduced an amendment of the Audit
Act as soon as he met the House this session.
He could do as the Premier did in connec-
tion with the Sugar Acquisition Act. Then
there is an amount here of £88,000 in con-
nection with the sinking fund. They had a
sinking fund in Western Australia and New
South Wales, and they wiped them out im
both States, and we should do the same here.
We should use that £88,000, and then, by
and by, when you have got plenty of mouney,
start the sinking fund again. Under the
provisions of the Public Debt Reduction Act
the policy adopted was to buy a debenture
equal to the amount of the surplus and then
to destroy the debenture, thé money being
paid into the loan fund. In the case of the
sinking fund, the debenture is purchased im
just the same way, but the debenture is put
into the fund. By that means we have
£88,000 in the sinking fund. Then there is
the £185,000 which I referred to, which,
with the sinking fund, makes £270,000 which
we should have available this year.

The TruossurgR: By robbing the sinking
fund.

Is that not the honest
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Mr. FORSYTH: I see an item here of
£12,500 in connection with immigration.
. We know that the Labour party are not very
anxious about immigration, so why not wipe
that amount off altogether? We do not
want immigration just now. After the. war
the time may come when the Government
might go in for a vigorous policy of immi-
gration, and we will help them when that
time comes, but we do not want it now.
Wipe out that amount altogether, and try to
save the money. There is also an item here
in connection with advertising the State in
the old country.

The bell indicated that the hon. member’s
time had expired.

The PreMIER: I have intimated that I am
prepared to let the hon. member go on.

The CHAIRMAN : Is it the pleasure of the
Committee that the hon. member for Mur-
rumba be granted an extension of time?

HoNouraBLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. FORSYTH : I feel deeply grateful to
the Premier, the Treasurer, and the members
of the Committee for granting me an exten-
sion of time to finish my speech. I thank
hon. members for their consideration in
allowing me to go for a short time longer.
I am trying to give some information to the
Government, and showing how they can save
a great deal of money on the Estimates, in
the hope that hon. gentlemen will take some
notice of it. I hope they will be guided by
my criticism, because it is not given in any
carping spirit at all. If we knocked off the
item of £4,500 for advertising the State and
£12,500 for immigration, that would mean a
saving of over £16,000. Coming to the Home
Secretary’s Department, there are several
items there which can be reduced. This
has always been an expensive department;
huge sums of money have been spent in it
every year. There has been a steady increase
in the expenditure in this department all
the time. I see that in the amount put down
for asylums there is an increase from :£84,000
to £103,000. Why should we want to spend
another £20,000 this year? We could save
£10,000 there by cutting it down a little bit.
In gonnection with the institutions at Goodna,
Toowoomba, and Ipswich, we only wanted
£28,000 last year, and this year £40,000 is
asked. I can understand that the increased
cost of living would account for a certain
amount of this, but we will soon be getting
cheap beef, cheap bread, and cheap butter
and milk, and the cost of living will come
down automatically without any assistance
from the Control of Prices Board at all.
Things will then be much better than they
are at the present time. There is another
item I cannot possibly understand. We have
a State Children Department. Last year we
allowed £64,000 for this department, and
this year the Government are asking for
£40,000 more. Now, £40,000 is a huge in-
crease in one year for one department. We
might expect the sums to increase, but in
time of trouble, such as we are experiencing
now, it is ridiculous to increase the amount

by £40,000. I think that at least £20,000
should be saved there.

Mr. BERTRAM: At the expense of the
widow.

Mr. FORSYTH: No, not at the expense
of the widow. Does the hon. gentleman know
that we are spending £104,000 on that
department this year? Give them a fair
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deal, by all means, but I do not see any
reason for spending such a huge amount as:
that on one department.

The TREASURER: The amount is being
increased to the natural mothers.
Mr. FORSYTH: The mnatural mothers.

would be only too glad to get their children
at a lower price than the foster mothers.

The TREASURER: Then there is the in--
creased cost of living.

Mr. FORSYTH: You are going to give
the natural mothers more than the foster-
mothers, and that makes this £40,000 increase
a ridiculous charge. It should not be there
at all. Then I notice an increase of £10,000
in the Works Department. Why could we
not reduce some of that? No one objects to-
the erection of new schools, but if you go
through all the items, you will see where you.
could reduce by about £15,000. Then in.
the Treasury Department there is an increase
of £11,000 provided for in the Printing:
Office. There are sixty persons less employed.
this year in that department than were-
employed there last year.

The TreasURER: It is a profit-earning con--
cern.

Mr. FORSYTH: I am speaking of that:
expenditure.

The TrEASURER: Why cut it down when:
it is earning?

Mr. FORSYTH : You have got sixty men
less working there this year. There 1s also:
an increase in the Marine Department,

The TREASURER: No, the Marine Depart-
ment vote is not as high as last year.

Mr. FORSYTH : It is just the same.

The T'REASURER: o, it is considerably less.
than last year.

Mr. FORSYTH: Now we come to the
Lands Department. This department does
not go far in expenditure one year against
the other. It is one of the best departments.
we have got. The expenditure in this depart-
ment has not been wvery high, but as soon
as the Labour party gets into power it goes-
up $£30,000 in one act.

The TREASURER: A roads policy.

Mr. FORSYTH: A roads policy! The
hon. gentleman has put £9,000 down for
that. To construct roads right away up to:
the northern part of the territory, it would.
take a sum of over £200,000, and he has put
this amount down as a song. It is only
wasting money to put down such an item:
as that. In the Lands Department we find.
the vote for the Chief Office is increased:
by over £5,000. Last year the estimate was-
£39,325, and they spent £39,485, while the
estimate this year is £44,468. Crown lands
rangers is increased from £12,650 to £16,220.
Travelling and incidental expenses are in-
creased by £1,800. Survey Office is increased
by £6,000. There are only three extra.
draftsmen and seven extra cadets employed:
in that department. The miscellaneous item
is increased by over £10,000. Last year the-
Government asked for £6,300 and they spent
£8,427, and this year £16,500 is wanted.
It only shows that if you are going to spend.
£8,000 here, £20,000 there, and £40,000 some-
where else, that you will at once know you.
are going to have a big deficit. I say all
these things could have been stopped, especi-
ally this year. Then take the Educatiom
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Department—£90,000 more this year is asked
than the estimate last year. Last year the
Government only spent £13,0600 more than
they estimated, but this year, when the
Lahour Government come into power, they
are going to throw the money about in every
direction and make the people pay for it.
It is not necessary to increase the vote at
present. Hveryone knows that if this country
progresses we must expend more on educa-
tion, but why not be reasonable in the
expenditure during such times as these?
Let me give one item alone. Cleansing
schools—the item last year was £20,500, and

this year £32,500 is asked for—an increase of
£12,000.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
‘There are a greater number of schools.

Mr. FORSYTH: Have we had 50 per
cent. more schools? No. These are the
items that are objectionable.

The SrcRETARY FOR PusLIc INSTRUCTION :
Many of the women are being sweated now.

. Mr. FORSYTH: ZLast year the total
increase over the estimate was £13,000, and

.yet this year the Government are asking for
£90,000 more.

The SECEETARY FOR PuBLIC INSTRUCTION:
“That includes more than cleaning.

. Mr. FORSYTH: It simply says “clean-
ing.”

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
It includes sanitation.

Mr. FORSYTH: That is the item, and
this year £12,500 more is asked for. Now.
take the Mining Department. We are going
to have a huge increase in that—nearly
£380,000 more. The estimate last year was
£57,000 and the expenditure was just about
the same. This vear the department want
£86,000, instead of £57,000 as last year.
Deep sinking is increased by £12,500. Now,
th_e hon. gentleman, under normal conditions,
might advance money against deep sinking
to try and help the mining industry if he
likes. Only a few years ago—I think during
the time of the Kidston Government—when
we had a big surplus, he wiped off some
£50,000 or £60,000 from this particular vote,
.and all that Government got back was about
£1,500. It was money absolutely wasted—
money thrown away. It was written off as
-being no good; and yet the hon. gentleman
1s going to increase the expenditure in these
times, Then we come to an expenditure
-of £16,000 for a boring plant. 1 suppose
the Minister for Lands, who happens to be
the member for Roma, will have that £16,000
-spent in his district. I hope it won’t be
wasted.  Now, with regard to railways.
The railway is one of the great spending
-departments and one of the great revenue
departments. I find that last year the
railway expenditure increase was only about
£20,000 or £30,000 over the estimate. The
estimated expenditure was £2,387,500, and
the amount actually spent £2,410,000, and
this year the hon. gentleman wants £2,675,220,
-or an increase of £287,000.

The SECRETARY FOR RamLwavs: And if you
had spent what you should have spent, we

would not have wanted so much. You left
your obligations to this Government.

Mr. FORSYTH : I think we did very well.
“We cannot afford to do all that in one
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vear. The Government should go on spending
it slowly, if you like, but not £289,009 in one
vear. Talke the Mechanical Inginecring
Branch; there is an increase’ of £100,000
this vear over last for the Southern division
alone. Is that a fair deal?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYs: You used
t> say a time like this was the time to
spend money.

Mr. FORSYTH: If the hon. gentleman
said he wanted £150,000 this year to ma[}m
up for what the late Government shouid
have spent, well and good; but no, he
wants £280,000. T guarantee that if the hon.
gentleman is sincere he could go into the
matter with the Commissioner for Railways
and work it down very considerably, and
instead of asking for this huge amount, he
could make it £100,000 less. All I say only
proves that a large amount of money could
be saved apart altogether from the Railway
Department, and there would have been no
need to put on a land tax at all. The Com-
monwealth Government at the present time—
what are they spending now? In connect}c:n
with this terrible war they are spendirg
about £1,000,000 a week. The Home Go-
vernment are spending £3,000,000 a day,
and the interest upon that money has to be
borne by the people of Australia and Great
Britain, and certainly they should be willing
to pay. It is for the protection of the
Empire—and it is for justice and humanity
—and we should be willing to pay it, and
I believe that the people of Australia will be
willing. Seeing that the country has to find
so much, would it not be far better to try
and help them over their troubles? But no!
The Labour Government don’t care a
“ tinker’s cuss” who finds the money, so long
as they have not to find the money. It is the
poor farmers on the Darling Downs and else-
where who will have to find the money. I do
not object to a land tax on big holdings.
But there is no distinction. The Labour
party simply impose a land tax on all land
valued at £300 and over. Any hon. member
in travelling round the country can realise
that the people have had a bad time. This
State will have to find a great deal more
money on account of this great war. When
we started we spoke of about 27,000 men;
then it was 40,000. Now it is up to 150,000,
and before very long it will be 250,000.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You may
have to go.

Mr. FORSYTH: If I have to go, I shall
be willing to go.

The SECRETARY FOR Rarmnways: Well, I'll go
with you.

Mr. FORSYTH: But I can see before me
plenty who should be there. The single men
who have no responsibiiities should go first,
and then married men. TLet us all help.
There are too many shirkers. The angel of
death has been hovering over the Gallipoli
camp for months and months—5,000 or 6,000
men are already dead and 12,000 or 14,000
wounded, and we see them coming back every
day. We have to make allowances to these
men and provide a pensions fund, and we
have to find the interest on the money that
all this fearful war is going to_cost; and
vet, in spite of all those terrible charges,
this Government puts on extra taxation. The
New South Wales and Western Australian
Governments have put on taxation because
they had huge deficits. The South Australian
Government, under a Labour Administration,
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have also put on extra taxation. T don’t
blame them for one moment. They have an
excuse, as they are enormous sums behind:
but here in Queensland we have a surplus of
£240,000 at the end of the year, and yet the
Government come along and put on extra
taxation. I have endeavoured to show that
it would be a wise thing on the part of the
Government, if they have any sympathy with
the people at all, to go slow with taxation,
more especially at this time. It is one of
the platforms of the Labour party—put on a
land tax with £300 exemption, and they put
on all this extra expenditure and say, ©“ We
must carry out our platform.” They carry it
out by glass legislation, which utlimately
means that they will be hurled from office.
The Government are in a majority, and they
are determined to cater for their own class
and not for the genera! community. The
Government arc  starting extravagantly.
There is not the slightest indica-
[5 p.m.] tion of bringing expenditure
within the revenue, the same as
any business man would do under similar
conditions. They are determined to go on.
Spendthrifts they are at heart, and spend-
thrifts they mean to be, with other people’s
money.
- OpposiTioON MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. FORSYTH : They are supposed to be
the friends of the working man. He has got
to get an increase in his wages, and so on;
but the poor working man on the farm, who
cannot earn a living very well these times—
he is the man who has got to suffer to pay
this increased wages. We have at the pre-
sent time any quantity of articles appearing
in the papers with regard to starting new
industries in Quecensland and Awustralia.
Germany is knocked out of the market; we
have any quantity of raw material, and we
are asked why we do not start industries and
employ labour, distribute wealth, and help
forward the progress of the country. But if
I was a young man and had a few thousand
to start with, I would no more dream of
coming to Queensland under a Labour Go-
vernment than of going to the moon. The
people have got absolutely no confidence in
the country. There is no security. 1 was
speaking to a man in a large general way
of business the other day—a man who has
invested funds for people in Great Britain—
and he told me that large sums of money
have got to be called in. The reason he
gave was a most sensible and a good one.
They say: ‘*We cannot afford to lend it
out at 4 per cent. or 5 per cent. We cannot
afford to pay the heavy taxes in England and
the income tax and the land tax of the Com-
monwealth, and the income tax and the land
tax in Queensland—three taxes. Therefore,
it is better to take the whole of the money
away from here and put it into things in the
old country, where we will have to pay only
one tax.”

The PREMIER:
take it to?

Mr. FORSYTH : To the old country. In-
stead of having three big taxes to pay, they
will pay only one. (Government interjce-
tions.) ‘

Mr. BAYLEY complained that they could
not hear the hon. member speaking.

Mr. FORSYTH .
ment says—

“It is not expected that the increased
taxation will fall heavily upon those

Where are they going to
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who can ill afford to pay. On the con-

trary, it will be found that no hardship-

or inconvenience will be suffered by any

individual.”
How on earth can such a thing happen?
It may be that some people can afford to-
par, but there are plenty of people who will
have to pay under this taxation who cannot
afford to pay, and the hon. member knows.
it. How can the farmer, with his 100 or
200 acres of land at £8 or £10 an acre, unim-
proved value, afford it this year?

The Tresstrer: His tax will be 16s. 8d. if

he has 100 acres at £5.

Mr. FORSYTH: We do not know what
the Government’s proposals are yet. Then,
in connection with the income tax, it is.
stated that the rate will be increased on
companies and made progressive. Of course,
we do not know how it is going to be done,
but I can tell the hon. member that in con-
nection with public companies other men of
his sort of politics do not believe in taxing-
the companics too heavily. Mr. Hughes,
speaking in the House of Representatives,
said—

“We do not wish to press hardly on.
one particular kind of company. Com-
panies arc instruments of production;
the means whereby enterprise is con-
ducted. and we are desirous not to dis-
courage them. If it can be shown that
we are treating any particular class of
company unjustly, the matter will be
considered.”

As a matter of fact, the Federal Govern-
ment treat companies very fairly. They are
only charging a tax on undivided profits of’
T4 per cent., or ls. 6d. in the £1. We have
not seen what the Government propose, but
in my opinion there is not the  slightest
reason why the Government should impose
any extra taxation, either land tax or income:
tax. Here we have a Government who esti-
mate that they will have the biggest revenue
from railways and all other sources in the
history»of Queensland, and yet, in the face
of that, they want to impose extra taxation.
on the people. All they care about is the-
working man—let the man who is to a large
extent helping the country go to the wall. I
hope the Treasurer will reconsider his Esti-
mates and not impose these burdens at a time-
when the people cannot afford to pay, but
rather let him try to help the people, for
by so doing he will at least get their grati-
tude and their consideration instead of
something else of a different kind altogether
when the time comes for them to expréss an
opinion.
OpPOSITION MEeMBERS : Hear, hoar!

Mr. GUNN (Carnarvon): I have just riser.
in my place to save the situation. I was
afraid that the members of the Government
might not have an opportunity to reply to
the very fine and excellent speech which
has been delivered by the hon. member.
I thought that at the very least the Pre-
mier, or some member on the front bench,
would get up and reply to his very fine
criticism of the Financial Statement.

Mr. Porrock: It was not worth replying
to.

Mr. GUNN': I suppose nobody was ready ;
I suppose they will all go home and wait
until the gpeech comes out so that they
will have a better chance of criticising it.
I do not set up as a financial critic, but at
the same time I have known that it is very
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important to have my bank balance always
on the right side, if possible. On this
.occasion there are many things I would like
to criticise better than I will be able to do,
‘but I will not have an opportunity of going
fully into the matter and also the oppor-
tunity of reading the speech which has just
been delivered, as other hon. members will
With reference to increase to lower-paid
public servants, I am one of those who are
.only too glad to think that the lower-paid
public servants have got these increases, and
I think that if the late Government had
stayed in power they would have got them
too. Bus while it is all very well to give
those increases, we have to consider those
who have no employment at all, and if we
give increases to lower-paid public servants,
or to any other public servants, it means less
money to go round, and less money to be
distributed  amongst the people who are
perhaps in just as much need of it. There
.are a great many unemployed, and it would
be a good thing if they could get positions
even the same as the lower-paid public
servants. 1 know that when I go down the
street at the present time, I am asked for
assistance more than at any time since I
have been a member of Parliament. Talking
of the railways, the Financial Statement
says—

“To some extent the increase was
accounted for by the general activity in
removing stock irom the drought-stricken
regions to the coastal districts.”

I remember reading an account of a deputa-
tion that waited on the Premier, and the gist
of the statements made there was that there
were plenty of stock in Queensland, but the
pastoralists would not put them forward.
They were hoarding them up in some un-
known place on purpose to shut down the
meatworks. I am pleased to see by the
Financial Statement that the Government of
the day realise that there is a drought in
Queensland. They talk about the railway
revenue being greater this year than it ‘was
last year., Why is it so? Principally from
the increased number of stock that have been
shifted, we will say, from the drought-stricken
«istricts about Longreach to Goondiwindi.
From Goondiwindi they have been fed by
corn spread along the road as far as Moree,
until they have got to some of the more
favoured districts of New South Wales. I
think that 1 am safe in saying that 500,000
sheep have gome over the border in that
direction, and, although they are lost to
Queensland, they are saved to Australia,
and their wool, I hope, will be available to
keep the people of New South Wales going.
We are short of meat now, and it will not
be long before a lot of them will be fattened
up fit to kill, and when they are, the people
of Queensland will have to get some of them
back again. If the New South Wales Go-
vernment did as we have done for them,
and said, “We will not allow you to take
any stock to Queensland,” we would not be
able to get them. But I hope they will
allow them to come here, although they
would be only serving us right if they re-
turned the compliment we paid to them.
The actual cost of trucking sheep from Long-
reach to Goondiwindi is about 2s. 3d. per
head, but we will say 2s., and that means,
with 500,000 sheep, a sum of £50,000 to the
Railway Department. There, at once, you
see where the Railway Department is getting
its revenue—not through the good seasons,
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but on account of the drought. The drought
is favourable to good revenue so far as the
Railway Department is concerned; but when
the drought is over I am quite convinced
that the railway revenue will fall off very,
very greatly. Many people talk as if this
were the only drought that has ever been,
and as if this Government were the only
Government that had suffered from drought.
In the district I come from we have had
drought for four years. Three years ago all
my lambers went, and ever since then we
have been in a state of drought. But I
admit that the present drought 1s one of the
worst we have had. It is next to the 1902
drought, and if it continues much longer it
will be worse than the 1902 drought. The
discussion of the Loan Estimates can be
deferred to a later period. I notice that the
Government propose to increase the interest
on the balances in the State Savings Bank
from 3 to 34 per cent. T think that is quite
right, but I am very much afraid that the
people will not deposit their money there
all the same. What will happen will be thas
it will have to be invested in war loans.
The whole of the spare capital we have will
have to be invested in that way, wanpl we
must not look for any further deposits mn
our Savings Banks. It will all have to go to
help us fight for our liberty. With regard
to land settlement, the Government evxdently
expect that the demand for land will go
on ab the same rate as it has been doing
m the past. I am sorry to say that there
is not nearly the demand for land at the
present time that there was previously.
Agricultural farms and grazing farms find
ny purchasers at the present time. Any
commission agent will tell you that there is
no business dons in land now, and that land
of any sort is a drug in the market, The
Government will find that land settlement
will fall off and not increase during the
current year. What is the good of land if
vou cannot make any money out of it, and
how can you expect people to invest their
monev in land if the investment means loss?
I notice that the Government are going in
for @ State sawmill. As they believe in
nationalisation, it is only nataral that this
should be one of the first things they would
take in hand, because we have the timber,
and all that is regquired is the machinery
and labour to prepare it for the market.

The TREASURER: You agree with that
policy, then?
Vr. CUNN: I do not agree with any

State enterprise as far as the management of
industries is concerned, because I do mnot
think that the Government should be an
employer to any extent; their business should
be to see that justice is done between the
private employer and the private employee.

Mr. CoopEr: And to assist the farmer
occasionally.

Mr. GUNN: If I were the p1:esent‘Go-
vernment I should certainly believe in &
State sawmill—(hear, hear !j—but I would
ask, why they do not enter into the pastoral
industry? We are always hearing from mem-
bers opposite that the men engaged in the
pastoral industry are making large profits
out of their stock. Well, we have millions
of acres of land with respect to which leases
are falling in, and why should not the Go-
vernment, instead of offering those lands to
pastoralists or selectors, start a socialistic
enterprise and go in for cattle-raising?

Mr. Coorer: All in good time.
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Mr. GUNN : They do not attempt to carry
on any such industry, but leave it to the
grazier or squatter, who have to stand out
‘working in the sun in the interior of Queens-
land, where the temperature is 110 or 120
degress in the shade. Those are the men who
have to bear all the brunt in this industry,
and the Government are going to tax them
for doing it. I should like at this point to
make a quotation from an article which
appeared in the *“ Sun” a short time ago,
with reference to the quantity of meat that
is supposed to be stored in the meat estab-
lishments in Australia. It has been said over
and over again that there is any quantity of
meat in the stores of those companies, 1f it
could only be made available for distribution
amongst the public. Here is the extract to
which I refer—

“Mr. Hughes has perforce to admit
that on the 8lst July last, the date chosen
by himself, the average consumption and
the stocks held worked out in the case
of four chief lines of foodstuffs as

follows : —

Average

Stocks. Monthly
Consumption,
Beef 33,000,000 60,400,000
Mutton 6.000,000 36,000,090
Butter 854,000 10,250,000
Cheese 910,000 1,500,000

In other words, the stocks of beef would
last a fortnight, mutton five days, butter
two or three days, and cheese less than a
fortnight. So much for the wonderful
cornering, the accusation of which has
been the corner-stone in the edifice of the
Labour argument.”

"The corner-stone of their argument all along
has been that there has been a cornering of
butter and wheat and everything else, and
yet it appears that there has been no corner-
mg at all. Speaking on this subject, the
Treasurer says—

“The shortage in fat cattle for the
year, as compared with the previous
year, is probably about 40 per cent., and
the shortage in the wool clip has also
been considerable. The Imperial meat
purchases from February to the end of
July amount to £2.500,000, or £1,000,000
short of the estimate, and it is probable
that the killings for the next year will be
at least a further 40 per cent. short.”

T should like to point out that if it rains
to-morrow, it will be six months before we
have any cattle fit for killing, as far as
export is concerned. We may have a few
cattle to meet our home consumption, but
there will not be any number available for
export purposes, so that it would have been
honest on the part of the Government to have
told the people that there is no chance of beef
being made available here for another six
months; and that when it is available it will
not be equal to that which they had before the
drought. It would have been far more
honest for them to have done that, instead of
passing a Bill to enable the Government to
compulsorily acquire meatworks, and leading
the people to believe that there was meat in
stock but that it had been cornered. The
Government should give the Imperial
authorities notice that they cannot expect to
get any great quantity of meat from Queens-
land before the expiration of six months.
With sheep it is different. When rain falls,
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it does not take sheep long to get into con-
dition. If we get rain very shortly, we shall
soon have sheep ready for the market, and
the people will have to rely on mutton, and
do without beef. On many former occasions,
when we have been passing through times of
distress, the mining industry has come along
and helped us out of our trouble. I hope
that the same thing will happen at the pre-
sent time, and that capitalists will be offered
inducements to invest their money in mining,
so that the mining industry may relieve the
unemployment which prevails at the present
time. I represent a district in which there
is a mine shut down for want of a railway—
the Silverspur—and I hope that the Govern-
ment will see fit te construct that railway,
not simply for the sake of providing the
district with a railway, but rather for the
sake of opening up that mine and giving
employment to a lot of men. At the pre-
sent time the township is practically de-
serted, but if the railway were built it
would be a going concern. I remember that
when the last Financial Statement was under
discussion, the then leader of the Opposi-
tion—the present Premier—said that a
Federal Bank would be a great advantage
to Queensland as far as its finances ave
concerned. I do not know what good the
Federal Bank would be to us, as far as our
finances are concerned. If we gave them a
sovereign they gave us £4 in notes. The
late Government accumulated hundreds of
thousands of pounds in gold, and before they
left office they asked for the requisite quan-
tity of notes, but could not get them.

Hon. J. A. Figeiry: Mr. Cook made that
promise, you know.

Mr. GUNN: The present Premier boasted
very much about the benefit of a Federal
Bank to the State. We have a Federal
Bank; and I ask: What good is it to the
State?

Hon. J. A, Fixeriy : It was the only bank,
except the Bank of England, that did not

close down in England when the war broke
out.

Mr. GUNN: That may be so, but that
does not prove that the bank is a benefit to
Queensland. The assets of the Common-
wealth  Bank are somewhere  about
£16,000,000, but there are only £2,147,000
invested in industries in the country. What
are they doing with their money? It appears
that they have at short call in London a sum
of £2,840,000. That is all right, no doubt.
They have £568,000 in Australian Common-
wealth notes, £4,418,000 in coin, bullion,
and cash balances; £5,479,000 in British,
colonial, and Government securities; and
£906,000 at fixed deposit in other banks.
You do not have to put money into
the Commonwealth Bank in order that
it may deposit that money in private
banks. Other assets are £2,147,000, bills
discounted, loans and advances to customers,
and other sums due to the bank. That is
really legitimate banking business. What I
advocated in connection with the Common-
wealth Bank was that it should look after
the banking business of the different States
—that is, Hoating their loans and taking
care of the moneys they have at current
account. Bubt when that institution entered
into competition. with the States and took
away some of the Savings Bank business of
the States, I could see no justification or
excuse for their action. There is plentv of
room for the Commonwealth Bank, but it

Mr. Gunn.]



1376 Supply.

oversteps its usefulness when it comes into
competition with the State Savings Banks,
which means that people have to pay for
the maintenance of two sets of offices and
officers instead of one set. About shippin
and marine I do not know anything, and%
shall pass by that item. Then we come to
the question of fish supply. This seems to
be a fishy Government. It has been all fish
up to the present. The only food the people
in Queensland are going to receive is fish.
Fish may be all very well for Brisbane, but
the people in my electorate never see any
fish from the coastal district. I have always
said that we vhould abolish the Fish Board,
and abolish all restrictions on the catching
and sale of fish, If we had none of these
restrictions, anybody who was out of a job
could go down to the bay, catch fish, and sell
them there, or if they could not sell them
there, bring them up to the city, so that the
people of Brisbane might get fresh fish. The
best inspector you can have with regard to
fish is your own nose. (Laughter.) What
is done by all our highly-paid fish inspec-
tors? They see that fish is put on ice, and,
after a lot of red tape is passed through,
the fish is sent to some shop for distribution
to the people. It would be far better if you
did away with all the Fish Acts and allowed
pecple to catch fish where they
[56.30 p.m.] like, and sell it where they like.
notice that there is no refer-
ence in the Financial Statement to bears
and opossums. 'They are very important
animals, and should be worth a lot to Queens-
land: When I was sitting on the Govern-
ment side of the House I was one of those
who advocated a close season for mative
bears and opossums, and I did so because,
at that time, we were prosperous, and I
thought it would be a very good thing to
have bear skins and opossum skins to fall
back upon in times of stress when people
are in want of employment. Since the
Labour Government has been in power, you
have had open scason, and people have been
allowed to kill the bears all over Queens-
Jand until their skins have become a drug
on the market.

Hon. J. A, FruriLy: How can skins be a
drug?

Mr. GUNN: I know one man who had
150,000 opossum skins stowed away in one
place, and he could not get rid of them at
all for a long time, although in the last
week or two I believe he got rid of them.
I+ would be better to protect opossums until
such times as there iz a demumd for their
skins.

Mr. CoopEr: Don’t you believe in the
indiscriminate catching of ’possums?

Mr. GUNN: No.

Mr. CoorEr: You believe in indiscriminate
catching of fish. Why don’t you be con-
sistent ?

Mr. GUNN: I believe that the open season
for ’possums and bears ought to be declared
in different districts at different times. The
season should first be closed, and then where
there is a surplus of bears and ’possums, that
distriet could be declared to be open. Hon.
members seem to think that I talk about the
bears and ’possums for the fun of the thing,
but I am quite serious, I can asure you.
If you are going to exterminate them “you
are not going to do a good thing for Queens.
land. They live on the eucalyptus, which
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otherwise would go to waste. I feel very
gorry for our native bears. What crime
did they ever commit? They never interfere
with anybody. The shooter kills the mother
for the skin and brings the young bear into
town for sale. The girls take compassion
on them, and carry them about the streets,
and in a few days they pine away and die.
It is a cruel thing altogether, and the native
bears should be protected. Coming in from
Goondiwindi we used to take turns at
counting the native bears on either side
of the road, and the one who counted the
fewest had to “ shout.” I remember on one
day I counted 150 native bears. Now you
can hardly find a bear in the whole district.
I notice that it says in the Statement with
regard to railways—

“The railway revenue for this year
is anticipated to. exceed the actual re-
ceipts for last year by £157,930. This
improved position is brought about by
certain small increases in freights and
adjustments in fares. The return fares
have been abolished, and the single fares
have been reduced by 4 per cent. This
does not apply to fares and season tickets
in the suburban areas, or to workmen’s
weekly tickets.”

I sece that the Treasurer says that the
increases in freights are small. I think
when there are increases put into force 2 just
method should be adopted. Why should the
city people and those living in the big
centres be exempt? It is only taxing the
unfortunate country people. The towns-
people get out of it every time.

The TREASTRER: Surely you would nok
add it on to the workmen’s tickets?

Mr. GUNN: It is not right to put every-
thing on to the unfortunate farmer. I notice
that in ‘“ Hansard,” volume cxiv., for 1913,
page 60, Mr. Hunter has the following to
say 1—

“That, in the opinion of this House,
the freight charges on the Queensland
Government railways are excessive, and
require readjustment on long-distance
rates, with a view to a general reduction,
for the following reasons:—

““1. They. are inimical to the
interests of the man on the land;

best

“2. They retard closer settlement in
the interior; and

“3. Are a serious handicap to that
development work so essential to the
progress and prosperity of the State.”

Mr. StorrorD: How did you vote on that
question? (Government laughter.)

Mr. GUNN: Mr. Hunter talked abou$
going in for a reduction in freights then.

The TREASURER: And you opposed it.

Mr. GUNN: What are you doing now?
You are increasing the freights. When Mr.
Hunter proposed that motion in 1913 it was:
seconded by Mr. Gillies, who advocated a
reduction in the timber rate. What has
the hon. member for Eacham got to say
about the timber rate now that it is pro-
posed to increase them by 20 per cent. ?

Mr. AprpEL: He is silent on that.
Mr. GUNN: Why has the hon. member

for Bacham somersaulted on this question?
And why has the Minister for Lands gone
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back on his professed principles?  The
Minister for Lands used to bring forward
this motion year after year on Thursday
afternoons. I do not belicve in a reduction
of freights myself, but I am pointing out
that people who did believe in it when they
were sitting on this side put on an increase
of 20 per cent. as soon as they get over there.
Where is the consistency in that? There is
no consistency about it at all, Then we have
the Sceretary for Public Instruction, Mry.
Hardacre. In “* Hansard” for 1813, page
1391, we have the hon. gentleman speaking
as follows:—

“TIt is a lamentable thing that the
Commissioner should advise the Govern-
ment to raise the railway freights, as
such action on their part would injuri-
ously affect the producers of Queensland.
What surprises me is that the Farmer’s
party in this Chamber should not make
any comment on statements of that kind,
and that they should actually support a
Government which supports a Commis-
sioner for Railways who makes such a
propos=al.”

The SecreTaRY FOR DPUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
Our increases will not fall upen the pro-
ducer.

Mr. GUNN: You have gone back on all
vou sald before about it, as will be found
in *“ Hansard.” When the present Govern-
ment camo into power they ought to have
commandeered the whole of ** Hansard”
and burnt it. In reading through ¢ Han-
sard ” 1 mnotice that hon. members now
sitting  opposite were annoyed with the
Liberal Government when they put the land
revenue to general revenue account, and
they said it ought to have gone to the sink-
ing fund. They also said that if ever they
get into office that that revenue did not go
to general revenue. On page 1327 of volume
cxii., the present Minister for Lands said——

“ What I contend is that the proceeds
of sales of land, the money received as
part pavment for land, which is being
ali(‘nm,od, should not go to revenue ac-

count.’
What has happened to that hon. gentle-
man? Then, on page 1408, in “ Hansard ”’

for 1913, we find that Mr. Ryan, speaking on
the question that the sales of selections
should not go to revenue, made the follow-
ing statement—

“It has been mentioned every year,
but I particularly wish to point out herc
now, whether it has been the practice
for years or not, it is a practice that
should be stopped, and we should not
have a surplus put forth to the people
of Quecnsland from the sale of assets.”

What has happened to the Premier now?
All their beliefs and theories have gone by
the board. I think if I had been in their
place, I would have tried to cook the
accounts somehow or another, and make it
appear that the land revenue did not go
into general revenue.

The TrEsSTRER: Did you say you would
cook the accounts?

Mr. GUNN: Yes, if I weré in your place.

The TREASUBRER: You are worse than the
hon. member for Murrumba.

Mr. GUNN: I notice that this Statement
says—

“In the Home Secretary’s Department
the expenditure for this year is ex-
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pected to exceed the actual disburse-
ments for last year by £31,000. This
is accounted for by the general expan-
sion in the affairs of the State and the in-
creased population necessitating in-
creased expenditure on police, prisons,
health, hospitals, asylums, and charit-
- able institutions, etc.”

We were always told that if the Labour
party got into power there would be mno
need for any police, and we would have no
need for prisons. We were frequently told
that we batoned people and made them dis-
orderly on purpose to put them in prison.
Notwithstanding the fact that the Labour
party are in power, I do not think we are
any more likely to get into gaol than we
were last year or any other year. I do
not know whether they think that a lot of
the young men who are going away to
fight our battles in Gallipoli require more
police protection. I sowed a few wild oats
myself when I was young—(laughter)—and
I do not think that there 1s any more need
for police for these young men than there
was at any other time. They will be under
the control of the military authorities at
Enoggera and also at Gallipoli, so we cannot
expect the Government to want any more
police for them. It might be that the Go-
vernment think that because of the intro-
duction of their new laws that they expect
the people to rebel against them and they
might have to put them in gaol. There is
no other reason for it. I notice that the
Statenzent says there is an increase in the
Mines Department for prospecting. Pros-
pecting is all very well, but my experience
ts that those people who are subsidised by
the, Government to go prospecting are not
of much account. The Government get rid
of money all right, but those who got the
moneyr never found any mine. I consider
that a vote for prospeciing is a vote to sub-
sidise loafers,

Mr. StorrorD: Have you ever heard who
found Gympic? It was o working man who
found it.

Mr. GUNN: He was not subsidised, any-
how. I see there is a reference to an increase
to the lower-paid public servants. I am glad
tiie lower-paid Government servants have
got their increases. I am sorry that the
Government did not see their way to in-
crease the amounts paid to the women gate-
keepers on the railways. Some of them get
2s. 6d. a week and some bs. per week. I
have always advocated an increased payment
for these gatekecpers. This increasing of
wages is a very diffienlt thing to gef over.
It is like the newchum who started to make
some johnny cake for me. I gave him the
flour and he put too much water with it,
then he put tco much flour, and then too
much water, and when he put it on the fire
it ran into the ashes like a pancake and
would not ccok at all. (Laughter.) The
increase in wages is just the same. If an
industry is only producing a certain amount
and the wages are increased, then you might
increase them too much altogether. He in-
creased the price of bread, and so it goes on
until the thing is spoiled. I am afraid that
the increased cost of commodities is going
to be so great that we will not be able to
compete with aeny other part of the world,
unless it is in Ausiralia, and then we will
have to be protected with a very high tariff.
There is another class of men T would like
to say a word in favour of, and that is the
night officers and the station-masters. I ame

Mr. Gunn.]
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informed that night officers get £130 a year
to start, and they get increases at the rate
of about £10 a year until they get £150 a
year. They do not get any more until they
become station-masters, and, when -they
become station-masters, they suffer a reduc-
fion of £20, because they get the use of a
house with fire and lighting. So there is
no great joy in being a night officer-or a
station-master. That 1llustration that I gave
with regard to johnny cakes comes in here
again. If you increase the rates of the men
«on construction works, you will have to in-
«crease the pay of the night officers and
station-masters, and there will be many
-others who will have to be increased, and
that is where I fall foul of nationalisation.
Of course, nationalisation in regard to the
railways 1s the proper thing, but it is far
better to have the industries managed by
private individuals, and then if you have a
factory eand it does not pay, you can close
it up. All Governments fall foul of the
public servants. Our downfall was a result
of having so many public servants that we
could not please them all. The present Go-
vernment will not be able to please all the
public servants either, and they will rise up
in their wrath and turn them out, the same
as they did us. You can see *‘ the writing
on the wall” already.

Hon. J. A. Fimrrry: Would you take the
wote away from the public servants?

Mr. GUNN: No, but I would not have
so many public servants to have a vote.
Take the railway to Silverspur; the mine-
owners in that district offered to build that
railway out of their own pockets, and. it
would have been a good thing if the Go-
vernment had allowed :them to build their
own line, The Statcment goes on—

“uking  all circumstances 1o ace
count, I think the State is to be
congratulated on finding itself, in spite
of war and dry seasons, in a position to
make cnds meet.”

T say ‘““in spite of the Labour
party and dry seasons,” and so on. It is
not the war at all. The war has been a
blessing to Queensland. Look at the Federal
.capital that has been spent in and around
Brishane. The people have got the benefit
of all that expenditure, and yet the Govern-
ment blame the war for our financial difficul-
ties. The war had nothing to do with that
part of our'difficulties. Of course, in regard
to borrowing, che war has had a lot to do
with our difficulties, but the war has had
nothing to do with the actual prosperity of
the country; it is the result of the drought
.and the Labour party. I sometimes read
a little Labour pamphlet issued by the
‘Trades Hall, and I often get e little infor-
mation from it. That little red book says—

“ There is no more aggressive move-
ment on earth than the Labour move-
ment, yet at the same time there is not
one more conciliatory. It storms the
citadels of capitalism with the sword in
one hand and in the other the olive
branch.”

1 don’t know what *‘ holding out the olive
branch’” means. Many people say, “ You
don’t want capital,” but I think capital is
necessary in a young country like this, as its
expenditure is of benefit to all concerned.
The Government party have cartoons in the
““Worker ”’ blackguarding the *‘fat man,”

[Mr. Gunn.
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and then, when you get into financial diffi-
culties, you ask the ¢ fat man” to lend you
money.  You abuse the capitalist up hill
and down dale all your lives, and now you
come along and say, * We want to get money
to fight out battles at the other end, and
we want to get money to build railways—
not because we want railways, but because
we want to keep our men in work.” What
is the good of abusing the man with capital ?
He is only asked to place his money in the
bank, and when he puts it in the bank, you
think if you take it away from the bank you
have got that money and you are going %o
do better with it than he can. You don’t.
You only spend it on fish markets and things
of that sort. If that money is left in the
bank, the selector will borrow it and put it
to far better use than the Government. If
vou persecute the capitalists, the result will
be that they will leave Australia, and you
will be left here only the Australian Work-
ers’ Union and the fish markets. (Hear,
hear!) 1 know one of three brothers who
sold out his interest in a big estate in Vie-
toria. Fle had #£100,000, and was on the
verge of investing it in Queensland, but he
said, “ I will wait and sce the result of these
Labour laws.” He waited, and then he went
to South Africa. Then there is another firm
who had £300,000 to invest. This firm were
woolbuyers in London, and they made
£300,000, and thev intended to invest that
money here; but when they heard of all these
socialistic laws, they decided to invest the
money in the war loan in England. To-
day I met a man who came from New
Zealand a few years ago and purchased a
property on the Derling Downs, I said,
“ Where arc you going?’ e said, I am
full up of Queensland; I am going back to
New Zealand.” He said, “ When I was in
Now Zealand, we had socialistic laws passed
there, and I came over to Quecensland, but
our socialistic laws over there are nothing
as bad as they are here. I am glad to say
they found the fallacy of the socialistic laws
in New Zealand, and I am going back, and
I am going to take all the money I got out
of my £25,000 back to New Zealand.” He
lost part of it here. Then a lady got £5,000
out of an investment, and she was going to
invest it in Queensland, and when she found
the Government are commandeering every-
thing, she said, “ I will send it home and
invest it in the war loan,”” and she did.  T'his
is the sword that you are holding over the
capitalist and over the man who has accumu-
lated money by any means:—1, a progressive
land tax; 2, force farmers to sell produce
to Government at less than world’s value;
3, breaking an agreement entered into with
pastoral leases as to annual rents; 4, making
capitalist hire his labour only through trades
union officials and only to employ unionists;
5, prevent farmers sending their produce out
of the State so that they may secure the
world’s value for their labour, while allow-
ing workers to sell their labour in the
world’s market; 6, making union organisers
honorary inspectors and informers; 7, allow-
ing municiral workers to levy rates on land-
owners (although rot paying rates them-
selves), such rates to be spent in finding jobs
for workers; 8, a progressive income tax;
9, probate duty increased. You don’t give
him the privilege of leaving his money to
his own offspring. Why, it does mot even
pay to die in Queensland. (Laughter.)
Then, as regards the olive branch, these are
the inducements you are holding out:—
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1, to allow the capitalist free air; 2, to
allow the capitalist to live; 3, to allow the
.capitalist to vote for a member of Parlia-
ment that floats the Union Jack over it, but
not the Parliament that floats the red ﬂag,
-4, to allow the capitalist to subscribe to all
Labour union funds; 5, to allow the capl-
talist to spend his money and his life in
~defending the homes and liberty of the
Empire; 6, to not compel the capitalist to
marry his favourlte daughter to a TLabour
organiser. I am in earnest in this matter.
1 have no “ down’ on the Labour party in
any shape or form, but I think they are
making a mistake. If they think they are
going to commandeer this and commandeer
that, and at the same time" keep capital in
Queenslar\d they are making a mistake.
There is no chance of getting capital in-
vested here until we have a change of
policy, and that change of policy will not
come about by anything that we do, but by
the people who put the present Government
in power not very long ago. They went in
-on the cry of ¢ Cheap bread, cheap butter,
and cheep beef.” Three B’s—bread, becf,
and butter; and the people are now asking
where is the cheap bread, cheap beef, and
-cheap butter.
Mr. COLLINS:
butter ?
Mr. GUNN: Yes, I do want to see cheap
butter. I should like to point out that when
the present Treasurer was in
[7 p.m.] opposition, according to ** Han-
sard ” for 1912, page 243, he

Do you want to sce cheap

said—

“We could build our railways out of
revenue if our taxes were properly
adjusted.”

T take it that the Treasurer is pushiﬂg ahead
with the present policy of the qovownm( ub
o that he may adjust taxes and bo able
+o build railways without borrowing. If he
can do that ho is a very clever man, but
I do not know how he is going to do it
I think he will have to borrow moncy to
build railways. T never objected to borrow
money for the building of railways which
will pay interest on the money expended,
as that Is quite a sound investment, but the
Trecasurer does object to that, and says we
should build railways out of revenue.

An HoxourasLe MEeMBER: Not now.

Mr. GUNN: Not now; but he ought to
be consistent. When members are in opposi-
tion they make all sorts of statements and
issue promissory-notes, as it were, and when
those promissory- -notes fall due thev should
be in a position to honour them.

Hon. J. A. FiHeLLy: What about ready-
made farms?

Mr. GUNN: It is a very good idea to
provide ready-made farms. I notice also
that we are going to have increased ruilway
rates, a land tax, and taxation of all sorts
on the producers in the country, while the
men in the big cities are getting off practi-

cally scot-free. If I were Treasurer I would
IooL round for some other sources of revenue.
For instance, we have private racecourses,
which could be exploited to a greater ex-
tent than they are exploited by the present
Government. I do not see why private
people should come here and make a lot of
money out of raceccourszes, and then take
that money to the Southern States. Again,
while I do mnot wish that everybody should
go about crying, I think that people who can
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afford to patronise picture shows and other
sorts of theatrical amusements could very
well pay a tax on each ticket they purchase
s as to assist the revenue of the State. I
notice, further, that the Government are
going in for quite a number of new appoint-

ments—inspectors of this and inspectors of
that. In fact, the inspector pest is getfing
worse than the rabbit pest; you cannot turn
a street corner without meeting an inspector
of some_ sort or another. do mnot see
much utility in experts either. The Govern-
ment are bringing another expert here, in the
shape of Miss Willis, to organise teaching in
domestic economy. "That mlght be all very
well if food were plentiful and cheap, but
everybody in the State is economising as
much as possible at the present time, and
we could have done without such an expert
at this juncture. Indeed, there are many
things that we could do without at the
present time. For instance, there are the
Brisbane sewerage works, which will cost
a tremendous amount of money. They will
certainly give work to a number of men,

but all that money is being spent in Bris.

bane. The city has gone on from its birth
until the plosent time without a sowerage
system, and it could very well do without

it for some time longer, and the money

which is being spent upon those works
might be expended to greater advantage in

bulldmg railways V\hxch would keep mines

working. When this party were on the
opposite side of the House, we were told

that we were a Queen-street ‘Government. 1

should like to know where the Queen-itreet
Government is now. Everything that is done
by the present Government is done in the

intevest of Queen street and of the big cities.

I know that the present 18 a very distressful
time, but it should not be forgotten that the
Federal Government arc bearing the whole
cost of the war, for which they are taxing

the pecple of Australia, and that the State
(Government are not troubled about the war

but have simply to attend to their own
finances. At a time like the present, the
best thing the Government could do would be

to pass their Estimates aud then go into
recess, and allow us to davote all our
ecnergies and wealth to the production of
commodities which we can send to the other
end of the world to help those who are
fighting for us. If we cannot produce any-

thing ourselves, then we can go to the front

and fight. I am very glad to see that the
Railway Department is  manufaciuring
munitions, and I think it would be a good

thing if puvate capital were used in the
samme way, with a view to bring this lament-
able war to an end as soon as possible. Any-
thing I can do to bring it to an end I
shall willingly do. As far as my wealth is
concerned—the drought has pretty well taken
it all, but if any is left, the last penny
can go to the defence of our country. But
when the Government come along and tax
me for the payment of the salaries of union
organisers or inspectors I get my back up.

The bell indicated that the hon. member’s
time had expired.

Mr. H. L. HARTLEY (Fitzroy): I had
hoped that, in view of the conditions in
which we find ourselves at the present time,
hon. members opposite might have made a
new departure in the criticism levelled at
the Financial Statement. But, instead of
that, we have heard from them the same
old cry against the taxation of people with

Mr. H. L. Hartley.]
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wealth; they have no thought of anything
except to save No. 1 from taxation. I think
the Government are to be congratulated on
the way they have faced the financial posi-
tion as they have found it, and the courage-
ous manner in which they have framed their
Estimates and intend to push on as far as
possible with reproductive works, so that
the distress which is felt not only in this
State and the Empire, but practically over
threa-fifths of the world, may be minimised
as far as this State is concerned. 1t is not
the slightest use of members opposite criti-
cising the action of the Government in mak-
ing the provisions they have made to meet
the present emergency. We have come into
the heritage or aftermath of fifty years of
Liberal government, and the Btate has been
so ground down during those fifty years that
the people have been practically penalised as
regards wages and other conditions to such an
extent as to have reached the limit of endur-
ance.  The hon. member for Murrumba re-
ferred to the drought of 1901 =nd 1902, and
said that the then Government imposed taxa-
tion. I would point out that they also went in
for a very drastic form of retrenchment which
way very costly to Queensland, an example
which would not be followed by any sanc
statesmen of the present day. At that time,
on. every permanent way throughout Queens-
land they vetrenched one gang of lengths-
men in every four, and where men had to
look after 10 miles of length they gave them
14 miles to look after, and claimed that,
in doing that, they were acting econorically.
But it was foolish economy, and it cost the
State thousands of pounds to bring their
railways back to their former state of offi-
ciency.  Not only did they do that; they also
cut down the number of mechanics and vari-
ous engincers who were concerned in the
repaiving of and looking after the rolling-
stoclk. At no time in the historv of the
State was the rolling-stock in such a dilapi-

. and dangercus condition as it was
‘?‘,;(‘ régime of that day. . I uotics also
that, in criticising this Statement, the hon.
member for *urrumba referred to soveral
of the depariments in which ths Government
have found it necessary to pay higher wages.
It has not occurred to hon. members oppo-
site that we have had to level up the wages
of mearly all the public servants of the
State, particularly the railway men, who
have been so miserably treated in the past
that there was something like 30 per cent,
differcnce in many cases betweon their wages

Ca.Ted

and.rhe ruling wages in similer industries
outzside the depsrtment. Again, the hon.
member for Murrumba wants to know
whether the £16,000 cannot be saved by cut-
ting down the vote for the Immigration De-
partment. Tt surely must have escaped his
attention that the subsidy to the shipping
companics has to be paid just the same now
as it had previously, and that, although it is
not right for us to bring male immigrants
from the old countrv at the present time,
it will be necessary for us to bring some of
the fom‘ale population to Queensland. What
would be the good, then. of cutting down
the vote for the Immigration Department ?
If we saved money in that way, it would
cost us double as much later on. You have
also the cry as to the money required for
the Home Seccrcfary’s Department. The
hon. member for XMurrumba wants to know
why that vote cannot be reduced. Surelvy
hon. members’ memories are not so short
that they foflfeet the Goodna inguiry. That

[Mr. H. L. Hartley.
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has been an example of the cconomy of the
past Government. The people of Queens-
land thrilled with sickening horror at the
revelations of the state of affairs of Goodna
Asyvlum at the present time.

Hon. J. Torwin: The Home Secretary said
that everything was all 1ight the cther day.

Mr. H. L. BFARTLEY: The report shows.
that it was owing to the economy of past
Governments, as they would not vote the
mones vequired to put those institutions in
the state of sanitation they should be in.
Then, there is the increase in connection
with the payments to the natural mothers of
Siate children. The natural mother gets
the same amount as the foster-mother, and
she needs it for the maintenance and up-
lseep of her own children. The hon. mem-
ber for Murrumba thinks that this is a
luxury at the present time. Ther¢ was no
nmore disgraceful Act on the statute-book of
Queensland than that which entitles the
foster-mother to a greater amount of money
for keeping children than the natural mother.

Hen, J. Torxe : Is there no such thing as
natural affection?

Mr. IL. L. HARTLEY: From the tactics
of the past Government they did not put
any ‘value on natural affection, because the
netural mother was penalised to the extent
of half the smount that was paid to the
fosier mother. The people of Queensland
will agree that the Government are doing
the right thing in inereasing the ariocunt to
the natural mother.

Mr. Hirwax: This is ong of the oncasions
when the Opposition forget the widow.

Mr. H. L. HARTLEY: Then the hon.
member tollked about veducing the amount
voted for the Fducation Department. We
know that the State teachers are paid at a
lower vate of wages than are the teachers
in any other State in  Australia.  The
assistant teachers in the Kducation Depart-
ment, under the beneficent régime spoken of
»v hon. members opposite, who have held
the reins of office for fifty years. earn less
after en years’ service than the ordinary
worker on the road or the navvy on the
railwavs, and vet & greater amount is ex-
pected of them! Tt is absurd to think that
teachers, who . had to mould the characters
of the children—so that in time they may
become the managers of great commercial

b=

concerns, ecngineers on our railways, and
capteins of industry—are paid less than the
ordinary labourer. This was the case,

although members opposite always held that
brains should be paid more than brawn.
Hon. members oppesite seemed to forget that
all cupital came originally from the soil and
could not be produced without labour. Those
hon. members wished to get it at the ex-
pense of workmen every time: and always
contend that the burden. should fall on the
working people. The whole burden of the
speech of the hon. member for Murrumba
was one advoeating drastic retrenchment.
That is the only panacea that he could think
of for all evils, He does not want to suffer
himself, but to let someone else suffer.
Anyone with brains at all knows that when
you have a falling expenditure, the bhest
thing to do is to increase the output. The
Government are wise at the present time in
not allowing the great mass of unemployed
to go about the country without work and
without money, and in taking steps to pro-
vide reproductive work.
Hon. J. Toruiz: They are allowing it.



Supply.

Mr H. . HARTLEY: At the present
fime I admit there are many unecmployed,
Lut it members opposite were on the Govern-
ment benches there would he a great deal
more. The Government are to be congratu-
lated on their policy of pushing on with re-
productive work., We are still building rail-
ways to give work, and. in the near future,
they will be Dringing in revenue as well.

Hon. J. Tormie: They have not started
a new railway since they have been in
power.

Mr. H. L. HARTLEY : I think you are
wrong. 1 was down at linoggera the other
day, and I saw them shifting a lot of earth
there. There were a lot of men employed
there, and I think they were building the
railway from Xnoggera to Terrors Creek.
The railway to Alton Downs would also have
been started had it not been for the stupid
clause under the Ratlwavs Guarantee Act.
Hon. J. Toryiz: You are going to knock
that out, are you? B

My H. Lo HARTLEY: Members oppo-
site had been in power for fifty years, and it
never struck themn that it was an economical
idea for the Siate fo own its own coalmine,
They preferred that the capitalist and share-
holder should reap a big revenue at the
-expense of the country.

Hon. J. Towyiz: What about © Fish-och 77

My H. L. HARTLEY : We are at pre-
sent more concerned looking after the shark
industry. (Government laughter.) Members
opposite cry about a land tax, but it will
catch the land shark. Instead of holding on
to great blocks of land that ave paying
only a small modicum of tax, it will be
taxed in proportion to the revenue they are
reaping from it. The land tax is going to
hiz the man who owns miles and miles of
country adjoining a railway and never puts
it to any use, until the time comes when he
can farm the farmer who wants that land.
I am glad that an extra tax is going to be
put ()Q.land.that is not producing anything.
Ihe Financial Statement will give general
satisfaction to the great mass of the people.
Instead of turning round and changing their
opinions, they will be glad the present Go-
vernment are in power. After reading the
speech of the hon. member for Murrumba,
and his advocacy of drastic retrench-
ment of working men and public servants
they will be glad to have a Government in
power that is going to make it as easy as
possibie for the man with the small wage.

Mr. C'OLLINS (Bowen): 1 do not intend
to lef thiz veots go through without saving
a few words on the policy of the Labour
party. Thc'two members opposite who have
?POI{P:I deeried the land tax proposals of the
Governtaent.  We have heard a lot about
the poor farmer, but we rd nothing
about the man who own in Queeﬁ
streat and other cities of this State. T have
advocated a land tax for a number of years,
and it 3s not going to hurt the farmor at all.
It_ls going to bring land not now cultivated
into cultivation. That is one of the objects
of the tax as well as to bring in revenue.
We know that our land values in Queens-
land arc nearly egual to our national debt.
The money_we have borrowed from time to
time has added value to the land and gives
an increased value to it. Mr. Knibbs, in his
figures for 1910, gives the unimproved value
of land in Queensland at £49,797,850. 1In
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that vear the national debt of Quecnsiand
was £44,613,197. We have all helped to
create thess land values, and that is what
we propese to take back in the shape of
toxation. We o not propese to take back
the whole of the unimproved value, but we
propose to take back a portion of it for the
use of the State. What is wrong with that
proposal? What is wrong in the community
taking back for their own use that which the
community has created?

Hon. J. Torye: Did the community get
there before the farmer?

Mr. COLLINS: Every intelligent person
knows that it is the community of Queens-
land, the people as a whole who horrowed
240,000,000, who created the land values 1n
Brisbane. Will the leader of the Opposition
deny that? Do not all our railways lead
to Brisbane?

T{on. J. ToLMIE: No, some go into Bowen.

Mr. COLLINS: We hope very shortly to
see the railway linked up from Mackay to
Bowen, and when tha# connection is made
the whole of your North Coast Railway will

eome to DBrisbane, Will the

[7.3u p.m.] leader of the Opposition say that

when our railways all lead to
Brisbanc. that they do not inerease the value
of land in and avound Brishane? If there
was no community the land values would not
be so high as they are at the present time.

fTon. J. Torxe: Who created the values
at the Proserpine?

Mr. COLLINS: The people in and around
the Proscrpine, and owing to the fact that
the State of Queensland built a sugar-mill
at the Proserpine. I can give no betfer
illustration than Dabinda. [ was in the
vicinite of Babinda when the Government
with which the leader of the Opposition was
associated was hesitating, and people were
a bit alarmed in and around that district. I
am satisfied vou could have hought land
there at less than £5 an acre when the Go-
vernment were hesitating, but as soon as it
was knoen that the Government were gomng
{o build a mill at Bebinda at a cost of
£180,000, the land incrcased to £20 an acre
for standing scrub. When that measure was
going through this Chamber, the Government
made a mistake in not, first of all as a
State, resuming all the land for miles around
Babinda and have taken the increased value
in the interests of the State. (Hear, hear!)
As a result of building that mill at Babinde
(he increased value wont into the pockets of
a few persons—the 1,280-acre farmer, the
man who il not do any farming; the man
who had been waiting for the public of
Queensiand to create the value on his land.
Fancy a man with 1,280 acves of land getting
£90 an acre for it in its virgin state!

Mr. Grnies: And calls himself a farmer.

Vr. COLLINS: Who created that value?
The people of Queensland on the one hand,
and the neople in and around the mill. That
is the value that we are secking to tax. We
do not seek to tax a man for his improve-
ments.  Some of our friends opposite, when
on the public platform, fry to make the
farmer believe that we are out to tax 1m-
provements. Nothing of the kind. Now, we
come to the men who are howling against
our land tax proposels. These men, as a
rule, do not cultivate a single inch of soil.
They are the men who are so continually

Mr. Collins.]
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talking about the poor farmer, like the hon.

- member for Murrumba, who ncarly shed
tears to-night.

Mr. CartEr: Crocodile tears. (Laughter.)

Mr, CCOLLINS: But he did not mention
the faet that in Brisbane, the *‘Courier”
% acre has an unimproved value of £36,500,
and the purchasing priea was £85 10s. That
is the figure paid to the Crown in the first
instance. Is it doing an injury to the
farmer to tax that 4 acre? Hon. members
opposite know full well that it is compsenies
like the * Courier” who are continually talk-
ing about the poor farmer—the poor farmer !
I wigh therc were farmers as well off as the
people who own that 4 acre in Queen street.
Are we going to hurt anyone by taxing that
land? Will the farmers on the Darling
Downs have to pay more to the ““(lourier”
for their newspaper?

Mr. BmseixgroN: He has to pay a land
tax.
Mr. COLLINS: Certainly, he will have

to pay a land tax if he has over £300 of
unimproved value. If the hon. member has
taken the trouble to look up the figures,
he will find that the improvements come to
the same amount as the unimproved value
right throughout Queensland. Therefore, if
a farmer has a farm, that is worth £600—that
is improvements and unimproved value—he
will pay no tax at all.

Mr. Bempixgroy: What
i5 that?

Mr. Guiies: A good farm.

Mr. COLLINS: T claim that the average
farmer is not going to be affected at all by
this tax.

Mr. BeppmveTox: Then you know nothing
about it.

Mr. COLLINS : I do know something about
it, but the hon. member for Drayton does
not know as much about it as he ought to.
He ought to tell them that the Labour party
proposes to tax Queen street properties. I
will now quote another Queen street pro-
perty—that of the Queensland National
Bank. They have 2 rcods 28 perches, and
the unimproved value is only £66,000. Those
are the poor farmers whom we are going
to hurt. I have no doubt that the Queens-
land National Bank is opposed to the Labour
party’s land tax propesals, and I have no
doubt that the “ Brisbane Courier?® is also
opposed to the tax. Then we have the
‘“Telegraph ”—1 vood 32 perches—and we
find the unimproved value of that is £24,400.
Does the hon. member for Dravton trouble
about th- ‘“Telegraph?” Then we have
Finney, Isles—1 rood 26 perches—and the un-
improved value £27,980.

Mr. ComsEr interjected.

Mr. COLLINS: There is the hon. member
for Burnctt interjecting again. He is always
interjecting. I venture to say that there is
not a single farm in the Burnett electorate
worth £27,980. Neither has the hon. member
for Drayton got a farm in his electorate worth
that amount. T have just mentioned four
propertles in Queen street, but those are
not the only properties in and around Bris-
bane that have large valucs. There are
valuable propertics in Toowoomba, in Towns-
ville, in Bowen, and in Cairns.

Mr. CorsrrR: Don’t the local authorities
tax them?

{Mr. Collins.
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Mr. COLLINS: You don’t think I am se-
simple as not to know that. Hon. members
opposite support a local authorities unim-
proved land tax, but denounce it for State
purposes.

Mr. BepBINGTON: Why should we give you
money to spend?

Mr. COLLINS: We are going to spend
money in the right direction, while you
people in the past spent it in the wrong
direction. If I remember rightly, Queens-
land is the only State in the Commonwealth
that has not got a land tax—Queensland,
with its enormous land value.

Hon. J. Tormie: Is that a reason why it
should be taxed?

Mr. COLLINS: The main reason why land
should be taxed is to bring it into use.
Will the hon. gentleman tell me that I have
not seen the curse of land monopoly in
Queensland? All I have to do is to lock out
of the carriage window while travelling be-
tweenn Brisbane and Gympie every week.
Will anyone say that there is no land mono-
poly there? We are continually talking about
the State not making the progress it ought
to make. How can the State make progress
when the lands of the State are in possession
of big monopolists? A man may be a big
monopolist if he owns 1,000 acres within
20 miles of Brisbane, whereas he would not
be a monopolist at all if he owned 10,000
acres round about Thylungra. It is for-
that reason that we have been advocating a
land tax for years. Will hon. members say
that the IFederal land tax has not done good?
Will they deny that it has been the means
of bursting up large estates? It may be that
i?l has not burst them up as much as we would’
ike.

Mr. BesBINGTON: Very little.

Mr, COLLINS: If that tax has not done:
it, ours will, because we commence at £300.
(Hear, hear!) Fon. members know as well
as I do that the tax is not going to be a
heavy one, as the Treasurer only estimates
that it will bring in £165,000.

Mr. BeppixgroN: That is only the thin
edge of the wedge.

Mr. COLLINS: I am satisfied that the
farmers in my clectorate—that is, after I
have explained the land tax to them at
length and gone into all the details—will be
thoroughly convinced that we are doing the
right thing. For years I have been advocat-
ing a land tax, I believe in a land tax,
and I am satisfed that it is not going to:
crush the farmer. It is going to strengthen
the position of the farmer. The reason our
friends opposite were able to score against
us in the past was owing to their misrepre-
sentation of our land tax proposals. They
told the peeple at the last election that, if
we were returned to power, wa would put on
a land but they could not frighten
them, because thev told them that many
stories before that they did not believe them.
Ther have seen what the Federal land tax
has done; they have seen that. owing to
the fact that the Labour party have imposed
a lard tax. they have been able to provide
for the defence of the Commoenwealth. Who
bhas a better right to pay for the defence of’
the country than those who own land, and
whose land has had a value given to it by
the community? I claim that the land tax,
to be the success that I anticipate it will be,.

—
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will not be altogether revenue producing.
We all look forward to the time—at least,
I do—when men, instead of cultivating land
on shares, which they are doing in Queens-
land to-day; when men, instead of paying
royalty for the right to grow cane as they
are doing in Queensland to-day, especially
in the Mackay district, will have land of
their own.

Mr. BEBBINGTON : Is it paying them?

Mr. COLLINS: I should like to point out
that, when farmers pay ls. per ton, and in
some cases ls. 6d. per ton, royalty for the
right to grow cane, and they have a crop of
20 tons to the acre, that means that, where
the price is 1s. per ton, they are paying the
landlord £1 per acre for the use of his iand,
and where the price is 1s. 6d. per ton, a
rent of £ 10s. per acre. What our land
tax will do when 1t comes into operation will
be this: it will bring into use land
which is not at present cultivated, and will
enable men who are at present cultivating
land on shares to become the owners of
that land. That is what we are seeking to
bring about. Fancy men being willing to
pay £1 an acre to a landlord for the use
of land in a country like Queensland! Dur-
ing this session we have heard a lot about
freedom, British liberty, and the rights of
Britishers. It seems to me that already in
this young State, owing to the land system
we have in operaion, there are a large num-
ber of Britishers who have to pay rent to
the private landlord for the right to live. I
remember attending a conference at Mackay
in 1912 between representatives of the Aus-
tralian Workers” Union and the canegrowers,
and that the president of the Farmers’ Asso-
siation on that occasion stated that 75 per
cent. of the canegrowers were paying royalty.
I take that statement as being correct, and I
say that, if it is correct, that is a scandalous
state of things to exist in a young State
like Queensland. Whhat surprises me is that,
in the twentieth century, 1 should find men
who are willing to uphold the private land-
lord as against the State. 1 am satisfied
that, as time rolls on and this land tax
gets into operation, and the farmers see how
it works, there will be very few farmers’
representatives sitting on that side of the
House, because we are going to give land
to the farmer and to the farmers’ sons.

M. Somebody else’s land.

Mr. COLLINS: I have secn the effects of
landlordisme right throughout the State of
Queensland. Within 3 miles of the Mouril-
van Sugar-mill. on the Johnstone River,
I have seen acres of rich scrub lands in
their virgin state, while men are cultivating
land and growing cane 10 miles away from
the mill. Is that right? Is it a proper
thing that land within 3 miles of the sugar-
mill should be kept in its virgin state owing
to the fact that it is held by some landlord,
who is holding it in order that he may get
the unearned inerement? I contend that
that is not right. That land shouid have
been brought under cultivation and made use
of. Why should any man be allowed to
hold it unused, and pocket the unearned
increment or the value which is created by
the rest of the farmers in and around Mou-
rilvan? I remember talking on one occasion
to a farmer in the South Johnstone distvict.
I asked him what was the valuc of the land
there before the State invested its capital

BEBBINGTON :
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in the building of a sugar-mill, and he told
me that you could buy the land at from
£2 to £3 per acre. What was paid for those
lands as soon as it became known that the
Government were going to erect a mill on
the South Johnstone River? Why, you could.
not buy it for less than £5, £10, and £15-
per acre—that is, land in its virgin state.
The men who owned that land sold it to»
Italians and Spaniards and British at the-
increased value we had given to it by the
expenditure of public money.

Mr. Apper.: Who is liable for the repay-
ment of that money?

Mr. COLLINS: 1 assume that the land-
owners are liable for the repayment of the
money, hut that does not say that the land
will not go on increasing in value. All our
Federal sugar legislation and State sugar
legislation increase land wvalues. Only the
other day I read of a farm of 180 acres in
the Innisfail district changing hands at a
price of £12,000.

Myr. BrspingToN : Including the land tax.

Mr. COLLINS: Judging from the inter-
jection of the hon. member, I shall have to
buy him an A B € primer of political
economy, so that he may understand the
land tax. 1 have given Mourilyan as an
illustration and the South Johnstonc as an
illustration. I can also show how land in
Cairns that was bought for £5 per allot-
ment a few years ago will now cost not less
than £500. These allotments have no build-
ings upon them. What has made the dif-
ference in values between £5 and £5007?
The exertion of the individual on the one
hand and the expenditure of public morey
on the other hand. It is that unimproved
value of land that we seek to tax, and that
we are going to tax. But farmers know
or ought to have known—because our plat-
form has been before the country over a
quarter of a centuryv-—that we intended to
impose a land tax. I am pleased that I am
alive to sec that platform put upon the
statute-boolt of Queensland. We have not
got a Holman Government in Queensland;
we have a Government who believe in the
Labour party platform. Then it is proposed
to inecrecase the income tax, and because of
that the member for Murrumba cries out
about increascd taxation. Is that tax going
to hit the poor farmer? I am pleased to
chserve thut the hon. member for Warwick
is present in his place, as on one oceasion
he quoted some remarks made by me in this.
House some vears ago about farmers. T
hope that when the hon. member quotes my
specckes in his own clectorate he will quote
them correctly. On the occasion referred
to, I pointed out the small number of
farmers who paid inceme tax In Queensland.
I pointed cut the wame thing later on in my
clection address. There is no man knows
the position of fxrmers of Queensland better
than I do.

Mr. ARMSTRONG : Which farmers?

Mr. COLLINS: The farmers of Queens--
land in general. The hon. member for Lock-
vear waves his hand. It is no use the hon.
member waving his hand nowadays. (Laugh-
ter.) The days for that are pash, as we-
have now come into possession of the Go-
vernment beaches. When I said I knew
the position of the farmers in Queensland,
I said so0 because I have taken my facts from
the income tax returns. The hon. member
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for Lockyer need not imitate me, because
they say that imitation is a form of flattery.

Mr. ARM#TRONG: You may know some-
thing akout the sugar farmer, but you know
nothing about the general farmer.

Mr. COLLINS: I still make the state-
ment that I know the position of the farmers
in Queensland, and know that as a class ther
are not wealthy. I have told you over and
over again that the farmers will not bhe
-affected by the land tax proposals of the
Labour party. What will really happen is
that the large landowner—the man who in.
spires leading articles in the * Brisbanc
‘Courier —will bs made to pay up; and
that the man who gets someone else io
cuitivate his land will have to pay up.

Mr. Hobpee: e will have
for it.

,-*‘\h' COLLINS: The hon. member for
Nanango is always crying out about having
to pay dearly. Does the hon. member mean
having to par a dear price for the land
or for the labour employed on it? When T
Wwas contesting the Bowen electorate, I told
the farmers in that district that I might not

be able to plough a straight

{8 pom.] furrow, but that I knew some-

. thing about economics and tho
sugar industry. If I did not know that, I
quuld not be in the House. I know someo-
thing of what 1 am talking about at the pre-
sent time. The hon. member for Murramba,
referred to the income tax proposals of the
Government. YWhat is wrong with -those
proposals ?

?slr. Guny: Nothing. It comes out of the
other fellow, so that it is all right.

Mr. COLLINS: The hon. entlem
knows that the pastoralists take on%z—c‘levenaéﬁ
of the total wealth produced in Queensland.
One of the members of the British Govern-
ment said that they ought to be willing to
pay ona-half of their incomes in taxation.
Who has a better right to carry on the
country then the people who possess the
wealth of the country? We know that the
revenue received from income tax showed
an 1ncrease of £40,000 last year over and
above the amount received from the same
source in_the previous year. Queensland
seems to be going through the same stage
of progress as the rest of the world. The
wealthy are getting wealthier in Queens-
land. Notwithstanding what the hon. mem-
ber for Carnarvon and the Treasuror have
said, the income tax returns this year will
show that the Treasurer’s estimates will be
realised. That goes to show that a number
of people in Queensland are well-to-do.
Why should they not be made to pay more
than they have been paving in the past
towards carrying on thé govérnment of the
country? They have been taking the wealth
of the country which has been produced by
men working under bad conditions. We know
that the squatters have increased their in-
comes cnormously during the last three or
four years. Notwithstanding all the cries
about the loss of cattle and the loss of
sheep, T am prepared to say that at the end
of this year a large number of squatters will
show an increase so far as the income tax
i1s concerned. No one deplores more than
I do the crying down of this fair State of
Queensland.” (Hear, hear !)

Mr. Booker: Your district is in a bad
way.

[Mr. Collins.
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Mr. COLLINS: I am satisfied that the
Bowen electors would kick me out of Par-
lament if I came in and ran down their
district.

Mr. Appir: They will do it mext year.

Mr. COLLINS: I hope the hon. member
for Albert will do me the honour of coming
up there and trying to put me out. Last
year the then Minister for Railways came
up there, but he only helped to increase
my votes. I am well aware that the Bowen
electorate is suffering from a severe drought,
but they did not send me here to decry
their district, or to say that it is a district
where yvou cannot grow a blade of grass.
We will overcome all of our  difficulties.
The development of an irrigation scheme
up there which I hope to see brought about
by this Government will overcome all our
difiiculties. (Hear, hear!} The past Go-
vernment only talked about doing things,
but did not do them. I believe in harness-
ing all the forces of Nature. In my elector-
ate we have an immense supply of water
underneath the soil, and it is only a ques-
tion of raising 1t and irrigating the land
to produce crops. That will be done with
the assistance of thiz State.

Myr. BesBINGTON : They
much yet.

Mr. COLLINS: Already the present Go-
vernment have spent some money in my
electorate in connection with this irriga-
tion scheme, and I think it will be a suc-
cess. (Hear, hear!) When I stand for elec-
tion, I do not inquire if a man is going to
vote for me. I do not canvass for votes but
trust to my platform speeches to get me
into Parliament. If I had to smoodge to get
into Parliament. I hope I will never get
here. (¥Mear, hear!) I congratulate the
Government on its proposal to cstablish a
State sawmill. We ought to have had one
in Queensland years ago. I don’t know
where the State sawmill is going to be estab-
lizhed, but there is room for half a dozen
State  sawmills in Queensland. In that
splendid  tract of country known as the
Atherton Serub it would be an advantage
for the State to have a sawmill there. I
deplore the fact that so much fine timber
has beer destroyed there in the past. If
we had had wise Governments in power in
the past, instead of that timber being de-
stroyed it would have been procured by the
State and supplied to the people of Queens-
land. More power to the Treasurer for
proposing to establish a State sawmill! The
Government also propcse to estahlish a State

have not done

coalmine. Maybe there will be one in the
Bowen clectorate; at least I hope so. Why
shouldn’t the Bowen electorate have a

State coalmine? I read something in a
Sydney newspaper the other day which was
news to me, It said that at the back of
Bowen there was onc of the biggest coal-
fields in the.world. That is the place to
start the State coalmine. We have large
consumers of coal in the North, particularly
the railways.

Mr. BEBBINGTOX :
it pay?

My, COLLINS: The hon. member reminds
me of a man who went on the land in Eng-
land in order to justify his existence on this
planet, and he said he was worried by his
friends always asking ‘‘ was it paying?’ He
said that the peasants had more intelligence,
because they asked him how the parsnips,
carrots, and celery were growing. When we

Are you going to make
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sostablish a State coalmine, we will see that
"the miners work under better conditions than
they have at the present time; and, by doing
that, we will preduce a finer race of men
physically and mentally. That is the reason
why we are not making the progress that

. we should do in Europe at the present time.
It is owing to the fact that the friends
of hon. members opposite who have been in
power in England for centuries have kept
the working classes working under bad
.conditions, with the result that the race has
degenerated. I do not want to say anything
in favour of Germany. but we know that
while Germany only sent away 20,000 people
a few years ago, Great Britain sent away
360,000, When we have a State coalmine, we
must sce that the conditions are good. We
want to make the men physically and men-
tally better. We don't want the race to be
puny_and narrow-chested weaklings. That is
why I am a strong advocate for a coalmine.
“The hon. member for Dravton has been a
member of a shire council, and he know= how
essential it is for a council to build roads.
Do the roads pay a dividend? No. the roads
do not pay anything in a direct sense, but
they do indirectly. In the State coalmine we
arc. not concerned whether it pays dividends
or not, but we are concerned about the con-
ditions under which they work being good. In
England they have had three rronmahons
of manufactuun;z, and it is tln factory
syvstem in vogue there instead of ha\'lng men
working on the soil that has d& wenerated
them. and is rvesponsible for tho state of
things in Europe at the present time, I am
a believer in seottling poople upon the land
and producing a fine race of men.

_ Mr. Bassingron: To keep vou in cheap
food. You stole curs. (Laughter.}

The CHAIRMAN : Order!

Mr. COLLINS: The people of Queens-
land are keeping me. They sent me here
to help make the laws. and I am doing my
duty to Quecusland just as much as if T was
cultivating the soil en the Darling Downs
or  elsewhere,  If the hon. member for
Dravton does not believe in the peeple send-
ing representatives to Parliament, he must
be an out-and-out anarchist. I am doing
just as useful work here assisting to pass the
laws. Society required %e\en’rv two men to
make laws here, and as I am one of the
seventy-two, I am doing my share to the
best of my abilitv. With regard to the
contention of our friends onposite about thc
farmers, T want to say that I came to Queens-
land thirty-two years ago, and society at
‘that time said to me, *“You would be doing
a good thing and a useful thing to work in
a goldmine.” I went goldmining. and I
‘have not acenmulated a fmtuno Will any-
one zay that goldmining is not a necessary
and useful thnw If you believe that mining
should be carri ied out. then a man who follows
mining is just as useful as the man who cul-
tivates the soil. I ami very pleased to ses
the taxation proposals in the Treasurer's
Statement, and I have no doubt they will
not be the last proposals. It does not frighten
me in the least when members opposite talk
about capital leaving this State. I only
smile. Tt used to have somo offect on me
when I was a boy, but not now, bzcause I
know what capital veally is. If I own a
sugar farm and it is worth £12,000, and if
I am frightened of the legislation to be
introduced in Queensland and I am going to
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leave Queensland, then there must be some
other man willing to pay me £12,000 for
that farm who is not afraid of the laws that_
thiz party is going to pass. I am satisfied
that thlS tall about capital clearing out of
the State is all mceonshine, and the leader of
the Opposition knows it, too. The hon. mem-
ber for Wide Bay knows, too, that as long as
vou leave your cattle here and as long as
vou leave the land here you can clear out.

Mr. Booxrr: I have a great regard for
my native country and am not going to leave
it.

Mr. COLLINS: I am very glad to hear
the hon. member say so, and I hope he
won't deery it when he gets up to speak.
What State can they clear out to? In five
States out of the Commonwealth, the Labour
party is in power, and we are In power
in the Commonwealth. I bave heard men
say from time to time that the Common-
woalth is one of the best parts of the world,
and if it is one of the best parts of the world,
surely you are not going to clear out of one
of the best parts of the world te one of the
worst parts, 1 am =satistied that thiz cry
about capital leaving the State is all non-
sense.

Hon. J. ToLMIE:
out of work?

Mr. COLLINS: Onc of the reasons why so
many people are out of work is, that in every
great crisis that has occurred in the world’s
histery private cnterprive has alwavs failed.
1t failed in reat Britain. One of the
reasons why therc are so many men out of
work, is owing to the dizorganisation of
socie"ry that has been brought about by the
privaie enterprise system. Thon as regards
this talk about taxing the people who Thave
large incomes 1e<t11ctm0 production; it is
goinfr to do nothing of the kind, because if
it restricts it so f<u as private entorpriwe is
concerned, it is going to increase it so far
as the State is concerned. The State is
eoing to do better than private enterprise.

Hon. J. ToLMIE:
South Wales.

Mr. COLLINS: It is no use quoting New
South Wales to me, because I am not going
to be discouraged by one failure or half a
dozen failures. (Hear, hear!) T know many
things have proved to be failures; and,
whilst speaking of failures, I could remind
the leader of the Opposition of many failures
in private enterprise. We hear about the
State not making thiz and not making that
a success. I have travelled in North Queens-
land, and there are more monuments of
failure ir North Queensland in connection
with private enterprises than in any other
part of Queensland. Take the mines in the
North, and what do I see there? A monu-
ment of the incapacity of vprivate enterprise.
Take Mount Sarnet; and when J go to the
Einasleigh I see & monument cos tmO‘ £20.000
that did not work a week. Go r;oht away
up to Normanton, and what do T see there
in connection with the meatworks? Another
monument of the incapacity of private enter-
prise. Go to Burketown, and I sce another
huge monument there of private enterprise.
It is no use talking to me about these things
being failures.

Hon. J. Totmie: Go to the Northern
Territory and you will see a Commonwealth
failure.

Why are so many people

As it has done in New
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Mr. COLLINS: T was in the Territory in
1886, and the greatest failure in the Territory
was when the Liberal Government in South
Australia built the Pine Creek Railway with
Chinese labour. (Hear, hear! and Govern-
laughter.) I wish to congratulate the Go-
vernment on the Treasurer's proposals, and
all this talk that we listen to from time to
time about the insurance companies not lend-
ing the money to the State—that is very
unpatriotic indeed. It goes to show that
their patriotism is not even skin deep; they
are ou’ for profit all the time. They do not
even cave about the prosperity of the country,
and the leader of the Opposition knows quite
well that under present conditions we must
borrow money. There are two methods of
carrying on such a State as ours—one is by
borrowing and one is by taxation.

Mr. AppeL: And stealing.

Mr. COLLINS: When I went to school I
was taught, ** Thou shalt not steal,” and so
far as I know I have not stolen anything
from any man, but I am not too sure about
the hon. member who interjected. (Laugh-
ter.) He might have stolen other people’s
land for all I know. He may have done it
legally, as there are so many ways of steal-
ing. I believe in Tom Carlyle when he

said, “Thou shalt not steal, and thou shalt

not be stolen from.”” (Hear, hear!) That is
what we are seeking to bring about. We
are seeking to bring about a system whereby
we cannot steal another man’s labour.

Hon. J. ToLMIE: Nor produce.

Mr. COLLINS: Because, after all, this
capital that we are talking about is only
stored-up labour; it is only surplus labour.
It is the surplus that the capitalist has taken
to himself over and above that which was
necessary to sustain the labourer.

Mr. Grouies: To keep him alive.

Mr. COLLINS: That is what it means.
He may have taken it legally, I am not
saying he took it illegally; it is the system
which is wrong that has enabled him to do
that, and it is that system that we seek to
destroy. It is the duty of those persons who
have got that stored-up labour, if they have
any patriotism at all, to assist this State.

_The bell indicated that the hon. member’s
time had expired.

At 8.25 o'clock,

Mr. BErTRAM took the chair as Temporary
Chairman.

Mr. APPEL (dlbert): I desire, in the
first instance, to congratulate the hon. mem-
ber for Murrumba for the analytical and
critical address which he delivered this after-
noon in reference to the Treasurer's Finan-
gzial Statement. I have no hesitation in say-
ing that it is one of the best speeches that
I believe has cver been delivered in this
House by way of criticism on the Financial
Statemeni, and the hon. gentleman who
delivercd that specch has given some very
difficult nuts for hon. members on the Trea-
sury benches to crack.

A GOVERNMENT MEMBER :
good teeth.

Mr. APPEL: I have no doubt they have
got good tecth, and so has the tiger. I have

[Mr. Collins.
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no hesitation in saying that when the elec:
tors of Queensland read that speech, unless-
there is a very effective reply from members.
sitting on the Treasury bench, they will be
ahle fo come to but one conclusion.

Mr. W. Harrey: They will be glad they
returned the Labour party to power.

Mr. APPEL: I believe they are very sorry
they did not return the Liberal party, and
hon, members on that side know that what
T say is absolutely correct. The thing that
has caused me some amusement is the action
of hon. members sitting on that side of the
Touse. When they occupied the Opposition
benches, if the Liberal Government had
delayed the Financial Statement to this late
period of the session, what an outcry there
would have been. The Financial Statement
should be delivered as early in the session
as possible. Of course, there may be reasons,
and good reasons, for delaying this impor-
tant Statement, and, as things have gone,
there is no question that a certain amount
of delay was necessary on account of the
state of things in the Empire. Now, }et

" us look at this famous Financial

[8.30 p.m.] Statement.  What kind of a.

Statement is it? It is a niere
tissue of platitudes. The journals which
support the Labour Government spoke about
it as being a wonderful effort—an absolutely
different-Statement from the Statement which
was delivered by the Liberal Treausrer. Un-
fortunately, éwing to illness, I was_ unable-
to be in the House last week, and, as I
was anxious to see the Statement, I took
the first opportunity of calling at the House
upon my return from Nerang in order to-
obtain a copy. I secured a copy and took
it home for the purpose of enjoying this
magnificent production, but I found that
after all it must be admitted by any honest,
unbiassed person that it is only a tissue of
platitudes, and a claiming of credit for the
offective financial administration of the.
previous Government.

Mr. May: That is all kally rot; the whole
lot of it. (Laughter.)

Mr. APPREL: The hon. member is quite-
correct; he says it is all < bally rot.” The-
Statement is self-condemned when a member
on that side of the House stigmatises it as
being ““bally rot.” (Laughter.)

My, May: I meant the previous Statement.

Mr. APPEL: I take the interjection of’
the hon. member as he gave it originally.
Heowever, I do not propose to be carried
away by intorjections from members on that
side of the House. 8o far as the Statement
goex, it is a Stutement of capable financial
administration on the part of the late
Liberal Government. All that is claimed in
this Statement with regard to effective
management, increased revenue, and in-
creased expenditure for the purpose of more
fully paving the workers of the State, is
due to the effective financial administration.
of the previous Government. (Hear, hear!)
I quite admit that hon. gentlemen who occupy
the Treasury benches have a very difficult
task before them. I do not know whether to
be glad or to be sorry that they are in the
position in which they are, and that *hey
have to face what they will have to face and’
undergo many trials and tribulations in
connection with the keeping of the financiak
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ship of the State afloat. According to this
Statement, the ship was absolutely safe and
well-trimmed, with her Plimsoll mark above
water and in every way effective when the
late Government left office; but I am very
much afraid that the Plimsoll mark is
already sinking below the water-line, and
that the ship is becoming lopsided under the
administration of the present Government.
T quite realise that the situation is a very
serious one, and that apart from the dislo-
cation caused by the great war, we are at
present suffering one of the most disastrous
droughts that have ever visited Queensland
How long that drought will continue it is
impossible to say. At the present time there
are no indications that it is going to break
up, and, even if we do get rain in the near
future, it will be a very considerable time
before the country recovers from the effects
of the drought and before those who are
settled upon the land and engaged in agri-
cultural and pastoral industries recover from
the financial embarassments which are caused
by this circumstance. And, unquestionably,
the Government will suffer in the same ratio.
Sperial reference is made in the Statement
to the fact that the revenue and the expen-
diture for last year were over-estimated.
It must be realised that at the time the late
Treasurer’s Financial Statement was prepared
we had just entered upon the war which
has been carried on ever since twelve months
ago last August, and it was impossible for
the Treasurer to form any estimate as to
what effect the dislocation of business might
have upon the various revenue-producing
departments of the State. He took a con-
servative view of the position, and was abso-
lutely justified in doing so. The results of
the past year show the wonderful fertility of
this great State. It has always been under-
stood by Liberal administrators that in
making up their Fstimates they should not
over-cstimate the revenue, but that if the
revenue exceeded their estimate they should be
prepared to excced the expenditure by using
the money at their disposal to improve the
conditions of those employed by the State,
and they did that. Hon. members who now
sccupy the Treasury bench came into office
just prior to the end of the financial year,
so that thev had practically no hand, with
one exception, in connection with the im-
proved conditions which the Liberal Adminis-
tration were able to effect with regard to
employees of the State. Before dealing
further with this matter. T should like to
ask the Government if the Government
realise to-day the hypoerisy of their election
cries. We know that it was owing to those
cries, which appealed to the general elector
of Queensland, that they attained the posi-
tion which they occury to-day-—that they
possess a majority in this Chamber. They
told the electors that if they were returned
to power their administration would be effec-
tive, especially in connecction. with the matter
which affected the great wmajority of the
electors of the State—that is, a reduction in
the cost of living—in the price of the
various articles which are daily used in the
houschold. Do they realise to-day the hypo-
crisy of their election cries? Do they realise
to-day how hard it is often to honour pledges
and promises which were made under those
conditions? We all know how chickens come
home to roost. Those hon. members attacked
the late Administration and the Liberal party,
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and pointed out that it was in the power
ot the Government of the day to reduce the-
cost of living. They went before the electors
professing that if they were placed in office-
they would reduce the cost of living. Now,
I ask, have they ever fulfilled that pledge?
We all know that to-day the cost of living-
is very considerably greater than it was
prior to the last election, and they must
realise the hypocrisy of the cries by which:
they gained the vutes of the people.

The Hour Secrerary: What about your
hypocrisy with your leader?

Mr. APPEL: My hypoerisy! The hon.
gentleman who makes that interjection
knows that he makes an interjection which:
is absolute, contemptible hypocrisy.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order !’
1 ask the hon. member to withdraw that:
expression.

MMr. APPEL: Certainly; at your request
T unhesitatingly withdraw the expression.
Again. I say, have the Government fulfilled
that pledge? We realise to-day that flour-
is selling at a higher price in Queensland
than in any other State in the Common-
wealth. The price of meat, owing to the-
trickery of the present Administration in
connection with that commodity, is higher-
than it was before, and the prices of bacon,
butter, and bread are higher than they were-
prior to the last general election.

Mr. After robbing
farmers.

Tae SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION:
How did we rob the farmers?

AMr. APPEL: The Government robbed the-
farmers by fixing the price of butter with-
out first inquiring as to the price of its pro--
duction. As I pointed out on a former occa-
sion. the Giovernment approached this mat--
ter from the wrong end. Instead of, first
of all. ascertaining the cost of producing a
particular article, they started with the fin-
ished article, with the result that, owing to-
the drought conditions, they inflicted a very
gross injustice upon the dairy farmer.
quite admit that this was done with the
object of fulfilling the pledge they gave af
the general election, and for the purpose of
reducing the price of butter. 1 have mno-
hesitation in saying that, in view of the
exceptional drought conditions, and the
heavy lossps of the dairy farmer and the-
cost to him to keep his cattle alive, that, in
fixing the prices in the way they did, they
inflicted a gross injustice and loss upon him.
That is the reason why I say that it must
come home to them that their election cries
in cennection with this were absolutely hypo--
critical, How do they propose to meet this?
By indulging in a policy of wild political
adventure which I have no hesitation in
saving will place very severe burdens upon
a section of the electors of the State for the-
bopefit and advantage of one other section
of the electors who are not concerued so far-
as the payvraent of taxation to carry out:
these wild political adventurous schemes 1is
concerned. I have no doubt that the elec-
tors of Queensland will realise the value of
the speechos ‘of hon. gentlemen and hon.
members sitting on that side of the House
and the friendship which they always pro--
fess to have for those men who are the-

Mr. Appel.]
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backbone of this State—the primary pro-
ducers of Queensland.  Speaking generally
~on the subject of the financing of these wild
political adventurous schemes, to wit, the
acquirement of meatworks costing millions
of money to be bought by paper. That is
the favourite method adopted by members
- opposite.

The Preaner: That does not require much
taxation.

Mr. APPEL: No; but the time comes
for the redemption of that paper. Hon.
gentlemen sitting opposite must realise that
these debentures carry an obligalion of in-
terest which cannot be redecmed by paper.

The PreExiEr: What are you referring to?

Mr. APPEL: The hon. gentleman knows
“that, under another measure, it is proposed
to take over the meatworks and pay for
them by means of debenturss; but interest
has got to be paid.

Hon. J. Toramie :
Constitution Act.

Mr. APPEL: Hon. gentlemen should
realise this, secing that they claim clemency
in this Statement on the grounds of the un-
precedented conditions which prevail here.
"They would get that clemency, but when
they wre prepared to go into these adventur-
ous schemes which would involve the State
of Queensland in very heavy obligations
indecd, it is the duty of every representative
of the people in this House who has the
interests of the people at heart to oppose
them by every means and every constitu-
tional method which it is possible to carry
mto.opemtion. We find on one side one
portion of the wembers of the enlrmunity
who practically escape all taxation are to
still further be favoured by the Govern.
ment at the expense of one other cliss of
the community, consisting primarily of the
producer—the wman who cannot get away
becausc he is chained to hix land. He
is the man who will have to pay all kinds
of taxation—losal government, Common-
wealth, and State. 1ie is the man who suf-
fers from weuther conditions: is unable to
get away, and yet he has burdens placed
upon his back. o is to be further handi-
«capped by having still heavier burdens
placed upon him for the purpose of carrying
~out these wild political adventurous schemes
which thera was no necessity to insroduce
at the present time. If these schemes had
not been introduced, it would have obviated
the necessity of increased taxation at the
present time,  We gladly meet the Com.
monwealth impost, because it is for an object
and purpose we .agree with, Probably the
Commonw_oalth land tax will be increased.
and we will gladly bear the burden because
of the object for increasing it. At this par-
ticular time it should have been the duty of
hon. members sitting on the Treasury benches
to take into consideration that there is a
limit to the burden of taxation on the pri-
mary producers and the men settled upon the
lar}d‘ I am sure this taxation will prove
grievous and sore to them at the present
Juncture. I do mnot intend ‘o attempt to
reply to the arguments of the hon. members
=opposite. The hon. member for Bowen re-
ferred to them as the A B of economics.

[Mr. Appel.
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The Minister for Lands would not reply to
them because he knows they are absolutely
hollow. I was at a meeting when the land
tax was discussed, and one of the represen-
tatives said that, in a certain State, the
farmers could never grow a crop until the
land tax was placed upon their land. A
Queenslander arose, and said they could not
grow a crop unless they got rain. I am
sure that this tax will impose grievous and
sore burdens upon those settled upen the
land.

The Secrerary rFor PuBLIC Laxps: Those
who hold large areas of land and do not
use them will have to pay.

Mr. APPEL: Those who are suffering
from the unprecedented drought will have
to pay. What is the purpose of the land
tax? Hon. members opposite say it is to
see that the land is properly utilised. One
hon. member said that the land in the city
of Brishane wonld be taxed. Surely, land
upon which buildings have been erected is
utilised, so what is the use of placing taxa-
tion on land so highly improved as that? I
quite agree with the proposal that a free-
holder who has large arcas of land and does
not use them should be taxed.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAxNDS: What

arc yon grumbling at, then?

Mr. APPETL: Because this tax will be a
severe burden on the man who is trying to
utilise his land.

The SecretTARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
You want to let the city landholder off.

Mr. APPEL: I am inclined to think that
one section of the community will be victim-
ised by the imposition of the land and in-
come taxcs snd by the wages of their em-
plovees being increased. They will also
saffer by the introducticn of preference to
unionists and the jnereases in railway fares
and freights. If it is a sound ecconomical
principle to have a land tax, then there
should be no exemption at all in that tax.
(Hear, hear!) We find the Government and
their supporters exempting the man who
owns land to the value of £300. Further-
wore, the railway fares of the working men
are not to be increased. because, up to a
certain limit—T believe it is 20 miles from
the citv—the suburban fares are not to be
increased.

Mr. BEBBINGTOX : Shameful! It is a shame!

Mr. APPEL: But the fares to the places
further afield are to be increased. It is
only the farmer and agriculturist who iz to
be made to wuffer in connection with the
ircrease and additional Imvosts which are
to be placed upon them. I notice, further-
more, that hon. members sitting on the
Treasury benches do propose some little
method of economv—they propose to abolish

the South Brisbane Police Court,

[9 p.m.] which has been established for
the last twenty years, and serves
a large section of the community. The

greater part of that section of the com-
munity are primary producers living on
the Logun and Albert and in portion of
Oxley, which are occupied for agricultural
and dairying purposes. I do not know what
is to be saved—perhaps £1,000 or £1,500—
but this police court is to be abolished, and
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petsons in- the South Coast district, who,
with two exceptions, are represented by mem-
bers sitting on this side of the House, arc
to be compelled to come to North Brisbane,
at further expense. I sce the hon. member
for South Brisbanc smiling. Perhaps he is
at the bottom of this. Probably he does not
want a police court in South Brisbane. 1
do not know what his clectors think on the
matter ; perhaps they want to come over to
North Brisbane. This will inflict a very
serious ’njustice on a large scction of the
community settled on the land in the South
Coast districts of Quecensland. We have
other wild =ocialistic schemes forecasted,
and the hon. member for Bowen said it is
only the thin end of the wedge. He put it
in this way—apparently regarding r. Hnol-
man, the Premier of New South Wales, as
being a tactful man who was able to balance
his affairs while carrying out a democratic
policy—the hon. member said: ¢ We have
got no Mr. Holman here; we are going to
carry out every plank of our platform, it
does not matter whether it pays or not.”
Of course, the hon. member may be a finan-
cier when he says it dves not matter whether
it pays or no¥; but, unfortunately, the imen
who will be materially affected by these
zocialistic enterpriscs

Mr. FrpE: You claimed to be a State
socialist the other day.

Mr. APPEL: That is quite a different
thing. Those who are to be beneficially

affecied by this scheme—it does not matter
a farthing to them whether they fail or not;
it is the unfortunate primary producer who
will have to foot the bill every time. And
this i the timne to enter a protest to hon.
members sitting on that side of the House.
It is possible to kill the goose that lays the
golden egg.

The PreMitr: Do you call the primary
producer a goose? (Laughter.)

Mr. APPEL: Those primary producers
who are represented by msmbers on that
side of the House, I say unhesitatingly, are
geese. 1 want to sound a note of warning
to hon. members opposite. It must be recol-
lected that it was oniy the other day that
a deputation, representing the banking com-
munity of the Commonwealth, and including
the manager of the Commonwealth Bank,
waited on the Secrctary for Public Lands
and pointed out to him that a scheme such
as he proposed was affecting the finances of
Australia, and would have the effest of
driving capital out of the State. Hon.
members on that side of the House declare
that the only capital is labour. If they are
sincere in their declaration, why did the
Premier and the Treasurer go South for the
purpose of endeavouring to obtain sove-
reigns to bring into Queensland? It simply
shows the hollowness of the statement that
labour is capital. Of course, labour is
capital just as money is capital, and the one
is no good without the other. Before there
was any coinage, we know that the only
system was barter and exchange; labour was
exchange for produce and produce for
labour. One was no good without the other;
and if there are no means of selling gold,
then gold is valueless as gold. But to say
that we can do without capital here—that
there is no need to consider capital—is a
hypocritical ery. That may not be crying
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stinking fish. but I think the result would
e stinking fish.

The $rcreTary ¥oR PusLic Lanps: You are
always ¢ stinking fish on that side.

Mr. APPEL: I do not think I have ever
decried my native State of Quecensland.

The Sronerany ror Prpuic Laxps: During
the whole of this session you have been doing
rothing olse.

Mr. APPEL: I can unhesibatingly say
that there is no fairer State than the State
of Queensland; that there is no State more
bountifully endowsd by Nature than the
State of Quevnsland; and it is only an in-
judicions policy that may delay that progress
which should mark her course.

The SecrErsRY FOr PuBLc LANDs:
you are erajy-iishing.

My, APPREL: The hon. geuntieman has
had a good deal of expericnce in that sort
¢f thing., In conncction with the proposal te
tax unumproved values, and compel culti-
vation under a penalty, we have to realise
that there is no comparison between land in
the Srate of Quecnsland and the land outside
the North Coast district of New South
Wales, In New South Wales gencrally, and
in & great part of Vietoria and South Aus-
tralia. In those States we know that there
is no natural fodder, and it is necessary to
grow wheat. Of course, it is exccptional
wheat ¢ountry, but it is absolutely necessary
for fodder purposes to crop that country.
We know that :n the wheat districts ne
man can make a living on less than 1,200
acres, and in that class of countrv—open
plain country with light sandy soil—it is
only customary to disc-harrow, and it is
possible to prepare 1,200 acres in the time
that it would take to plough 150 acres of
our heavy Dowuns land.  Then, hon. members.
opposite talk about making a condition that
a certain amount of increased cultivation
should take plase. Take our North Coast
serub lands—all our coust country, in fact—
poxsibly our best land; owing to it being
permanently watered there is a very small
percentage indeed suitable for cultivation,
due to 1its configuration, and until it was
possible by the export of butter to make
dairying a profitable concern, that land
was not occupied. Wherever it is possible
to grow fruit, fruit has been grown; but
it 1s only in favoured localities that that
is possible, When hon. members talk about
penalising the men who have taken up
these rough scrub land and insist upon them
putting a certain amount under cultiva-
tion, 1t only shows their lack of knowledge
‘on the subject. Has not our butter in-
dustry returned a very large profit, indeed,
to the State? The annual value of our
butter  export  hitherto  has  exceeded
£1,000,000 sterling, which has been returned
to the State and put into circulation. There
is no more profitable method of uwsing land,
under ordinary c¢onditions, than by dairy-
g, and why compel the settlers to engage
in an occupation which is less profitable
than the great dairying industry, which
returns to the State such a large amount of
cold from its export? It simply shows the
lack of knowledge of hon. members sitting on
that side of the House, who profess to know
more about these conditions than the men
who are engaged in the industry. I notice-
in the Statement that it is proposed to-

Mr. Appel.]
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transfer a sum of £42,000 from trust funds
to revenue, that £42,000 apparently being
the profit made from the sale of certain
repurchased ostates, When one recollects
that hon. members sitting on that side of
the House protested against that course—
I think it is quite a right and proper course
to pursue—but when we realise that hon.
members sitting on the Treasury benches
ased to stand up in this Chamber and pro-
test against this being done, and used to
inform the electors that the Governments of
the day were taking a course which was not
Justified, all I can say is, that when these
clectors see that hon. members are doing
exactly as the Liberal Government did. they
will wonder—as I wonder. I realise the
difficulties that will beset hon. gentiemen
sitting on the Treasury benches in connection
with the obtaining of funds for the purpose
of carrying out public works, and in that
respect they have my sympathy, and should
have the sympathy of every member sitting
-on this side of the House, because w ithout
loan funds it is impossible to carry out public
works. Loan funds are an absolute necessity
in carrying out pubhc works, particularly
1a}1wava, which 16 1s necessary to construct.
so that Crown lands that are at present wi-
settled may be setiled. Without railway con-
struction it would be absolutely unjust to
ask settlers to tal\e up such land, as, after
having cleared and cultivated it, +he" would
have no means for transporting their pro-

duct to market. So far as I am indi-
vidually concerned, the Government will
have, mot_alone my sympathy, but any

assistance I can give them in this matter,

The SreRETARY FOR PUBLIC LaNDs: You will
lend them half a million or so.

Mr. APPEL: If I had a
lend it to the State.

"The

shows

million I would

SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC Laxps: That
rou have faith in the Government.

Mr. APPEL: The Government is the Go-
vernment, whether it is a Labour Govern-
wment or a Liberal Government, and there
is only one course for a Government to
pursue—that is, to preserve as far as possible
the confidence of those who are interested in
the State.

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LaNDS:
doing that.

We are

Mri. APPEL: I wish now to refer to the
wonderful position of our Savings Bank. A
person reading this Statement would natur-
ally conclude that the satisfactory position
of the Savings Bank during the last finan-
cial year was due to the fact that members
of the Labour party are sitting on the Trea-
sury bench. But we have to realise that its
position is due to the confidence that the

- small investors of the State had in the late
Liberal Administration. When we find that
" recently investors in the Government Sav-
ings Bank were making abnormal with-
drawals of deposits—so much so that the
present Treasurer found it necessary to
have a paragraph published in the daily
Press advising investors not to make with-
drawals, as their money was safe and would
not be taxed—we can see what confidence
they have in the present Government. The
Libsral Administration never had to take
action of that kind. I give the late Trea-
surer, the Hon. W. H. Barnes, credit for the
fact that it was owing to his administration

[Mr. Appel.
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in establishing Savings Banks throughout the
leugth an breadth of Queensland, when the
Commonwealth Government entered into
competition with the State in that business,
that cur Savings Bank has achieved its pre-
sent position, I only hope that the present
Treasurer will resture the confidence of in-
vestors in the bank, so that they will bring
their savings to our own institution, because
with that mouney many beneficial acts of
administration are possﬂﬂe, such as advances
under the Workers' Dwellings Act passed by
the late Liberal Administration, and ad-
vances under the Agricultural Bank Act to
settlers whe go upon our lands.

The TREASTRER: We shall be more gener-
ous.

Mr. APPEL: T hope the hon. gentleman
will have the money to carry out his gener-
ous purposes. We cannot be too generous
towards the men who settle upon the land.
This statement was questioned by some hon.
member a few minutes ago when a member
on this side of the House was speaking, but
I repeat that the State cannot be too good
or too generous to the men who have gone
upon our land and who are making the State
what it is, more particularly those men who
have the heart to take up prickly-pear coun-
try. I see no mention in the Statement as to
what it is proposed to do to further assist
the men who huave gone upon prickly-pear
country. From what I have seen of the
])IIChlV -pear land, I have no hesitation in
saying that men who are prepared to settle
on prickly-pear country have hearts like
lions, and that the State cannot do too much
for them, The prickly-pear is a national
danger in Qaeeml'\nd it is absolutely neces-
sary to cope with it, xnd I would advise the
Government to take all the means which
existing legislation affords them to see that
prickly-pear destruction is carried out. I
have noticed that the pear is 1n01e'1<1ng in
different districts.  Recently I was in the
(Goondiwindi district. and I noticed places
there where there has been a large increase
in the area infeeted with pear. It does not
matter who the proprietor of such land may
be, it is the duty of the State to deal with
him, and at the same time to give him
cvery financial assistance to enable him to
tackle the pest. With regard to the increases
of expenditure in the Home Department and
the Department of Public Instruction re-
ferred to by the hon. member for Murrumba,
1 differ from that hon. member as to the
necessity for such increases, because I know
that they are absolutely necessary. The
increase in the allowance to natural mothers
is one that 1 have always advocated person-
ally, but, as hon. members know, we cannot
do evelvthmg that we wish, Stiil, it is an
act of justice, especially in view of the in-
crease 1n the cost of living, to make the
allowance to natural mothers at the same rate
as is paid to foster-mothers; and I would
urge upon the Home Seclemry that in mak-
ing that increase he should see that the
money granted is used for the benefit of the
child, as in the case of grants to_ foster-
mothers. The subsidy is given for the pur-
pose of enabling the ‘mother to bring up the
child in good health, to clothe, feed, and
house it properly; and 1 would adVISe the
hon. gentleman to see that those provxsxons
are carried out by natural mothers as well
as foster-mothers. We all know that re-
cently there has been an inquiry into the
condition of one of our mental hospitals. I
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was a witness at that inquiry. We know that
it is impossible to take an Aladdin’s lamp
and build new wards in a night.

The bell indicated that the hon. member’s
‘time had expired.

Mr. BELL (Fassifern) : Before the vote goes
through, I should like to say a few words
-on the Financial Statement. I congratulate
the Labour party on attaining their position
on the Treasury benches, and trust that
they will endeavour to introduce legislation
and carry out such administration so that we
-can extend those congratulations to the State
of Queensland. I had thought that some of
the older members upon the Treasury benches
would have brought their riper experience
and saner judgment to bear upon the delibe-
rations of the party, but, unfortunately, I
have been condemned to disappointment.
We have the spectacle of the Premier and
other Ministers running round with salt in
their hands vainly endeavouring to lay it
on the tail of a popular idea. We have
the Secretary for Public Instruction pro-
posing to do away with home lessons, but
1 notice that he has very unsucecessfully
glossed over that proposal without carrying
out his intention. And we have the Minister
for Agriculture issuing regulations providing
for the way in which food should be served
fo pigs, and I understand that he is extend-
ing their operation to the fattening of stock
on prickly-pear. It must be admitted that
the Government are face to face with a very
grave situation, which demands from them
sound judgment in the carrying out of their
various duties, but I am afraid that we shall
look in vain to this Government for a proper
realisation of the situation. Up to the pre-
scnt the proposals which they have intro-
duced to the House have been ot an extremely
socialistis character. I am very surprised
that some membeors sitting on the Govern-
ment side of the House do not rise in their
places and object to some of the legislation
that is being introduead, but I am afraid
that supporters of the Government have very
clastic conscionces. They claim that they re-
present the people of Queensland, and when
the Hon. the Premier was sitting on the
Opposition side of the House, he was always
claiming that he and hi* party represented
‘the people of Quecensland, but we find that
over since their accession to office they have
been endeavouring to attend to the wants of
one section of the community only, and that
the legislation which they have brought in has
been of a purely class nature. Our industrial
legislation has proved insufficient and inade-
quate to carry out its intended purpose, bub
the legislation now introduced will strangle
individual ambition and level men down to
one standard of opportunity. It will tend to
breed a class of idlers. I should like to ask,
are the workers in any better position under
socialistic legislation than they were pre-
viously? There is a great deal of unemploy-
ment in Queensland at the present time,

and the Government are not
[9.30 p.m.] taking any steps to relieve that

distress. I ask the Premier did he,
when he was in the South, make any prepara-
tions to establish munition factories in
Queensland to enable the unemployed to get
employment ? The only start that he did make
was to utilise the Government workshops at
Ipswich. We find sufficient statistics to prove
that since 1901 the purchasing power of
money has depreciated in the same ratio as
wages have advanced The effect of all this
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legislation is tending to a great dislocation
in trade and discontent in the minds of the
workers, We find the present Government
cannot satisfy the demands made upon it,
and it will be a repetition of the old fable
of the man who owned the donkey and could
please nobody. One remedy to relieve this
would be the dissolution of the unions as at
present existing. We shall never have a
satisfactory conclusion to industrial matters
until a new unionism is established enabling
labour and capital to work hand in hand,
and until we have a mutual regard for
mutual interests. I notice references are
made in the Financial Statement to many
State enterprises. It is proposed to estab-
lish a State sawmill and a State coal-
mine close to Ipswich. I had a letter this
morning from some of the unfortunate people
who bought land on the old racecourse, where
the Government propose to establish a State
coalmine. These men purchased the land on
the understanding that they had the coal
rights. Now, it 1s discovered that the Go-
vernment have the mincral and coal rights,
and these unfortunate people are going to
be penalised.

The Treasvrer: Do you mean the resi-
dents ? N

Mr. BELL: The owners of the land.

The TREASTRER: You do not think that
the holder of a 16-perch allotment is going
to sink a coalmine?

Mr. BELL: They could form a syndicate.

The TREsSTRER: How could they be pen-
alised when they have no rights?

Mr. BELL: They understood that they
had the coal rights when they purchased.
and it is only recently that they discovered
that they have not got them. One man paid
£380 per acre for some of this land, with the
intention of establishing a coalmine theve.
These people bought under the impression
that they had the coal rights.

The Treasuren: Who is responsible for
that impression? ' .

Mr. BELL: The sellers of the land and
their agents, whoever sold it. Or, perhaps,
the purchasers never inquired info their title.
The Mines Depariment knew nothing of it
until recently.

The TrEastrRer: You don’t want the Go-
vernment to forfeit their rights.

Mr. BELL: You might give them the
right to sink a mine, if they so desire. This
Government came into power under false
pretences.  (Government laughter.) They
said that the late Government were respon-
siole for the high prices ruling for bread
and the necessaries of life. What has the
Government done since they have come into
power ?

Mr. CorsEr: They stole our butter.

Mr. BELL: Living has gone up since the
present Government had becn in power. ’

The TreEASURZR: Look at what it would
have been if your Government had been in
nower !

Mr. BELL: 'The Government comman-
deered the butter at 158s. and sold it in the
South at a profit. That was taking away
the farmers’ profits. I am certain that if the
people of Queensland could give a vote to-
morrow, they would be in favour of a change
of Government—that the result would be
very different from last May. We vievir Wi}il',h
n the

Mr. Bell.]
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Fassifern electorate we have many opportuni-
ties of giving work to the unemployed. We
would like to see the via recta completed,
and the extension of the Fassifern line is
badly required. I would like to see the Go-
vernment do something in this direction.
Karly in the scssion the Government intro-
duced a Bill for the relief of the Jimbour
settlers, but they withdrew the Bill, because
they said memubers on this side objected to
it whereas we only wanted to see perma-
nent relief granted. Members on this side
opposed the Elections Bill, but the Govern-
ment did not withdrew that Bill. The Go-
vernment would rather peralise the szettlers
on the Jimbour Estate, This is the firss
time, for nearly fifteen years, that the Go-
vernment of Queensland 1s showing a deficit.
And now the Government are proposing to
levy a land tax and an income tax, and also
to increase railway fares and freights—not to
the people in the city who have every con-
venience, but to the unfortunate man who
has to make his living in the country, the
man who has to {ight his battles with Nature
—to fight against adverse seasons and poor
markets. These are the people who have to
bear the burden of taxation. I am glad the
Fovernment accepted the advice given by the
Opposition and made the Meatworks Bill a
war measure. I view with alarm the pro-
posal of the Government to extend the fran-
chise in local government, because it will
place an unfair power in the hands of the
people who do not pav rates or taxss. We,
on this side, desire Queensland to prosper,
and our wish is that every individual in
Queensland should sharve in that prosperity:
but, so long as the Labour Government
occupy the front Treasury benches, thes will
not do so.

OrrosiTioN MewBERS: Iear, hear!

Mr. BEBBINGTON {Drawton): I am not
a [inancial eritic at all, but I am ons of
thoss unfortunates who have to * foot the
bill,” and I am poing to sveak from that
experience this evening. . The speeches of
hon. gentlesien opposite have simply been
an excuse for the land tax. We see that the
Railway Department not only pald their
way but handed zomething over to the Trea-
sarer; so it is hard to understand why the
farves and freights are to be increased. We
can only come to the conclusion that the
Government are favouring the cities at the
expense of the country. The taxation is one-
sided in that it is only put on the people
in the country. It is a class tax, and one
that is unnccessary. It is not the biggest
tax that we have placed upon us. The big-
gest tax that we have had is the seizure of
the results of our lahour. What would be
said if the Government took 30 per cent. of
the wages of the Government workmen?
That would be exactly the same as seizing
our produce and keeping 30 per cent. of its
value. That produce represents our labour.
just as weekly wages represent the wages of
the workmen; and still the Government
think nothing of taking 30 per cent. of our
carnings. That is not the worst of it. They
took these wages from the struggling people
on the land and handed them to the rich
people of Brishane. You have only to look
round to see the evidences of riches in Bris-
bane. TLook at the motor-cars and hotels,
where they pay seven guineas a week !

Hon. J. HuxaaM: The workers do not own
motor-cars and hotels.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I know two gentle-
men who went in to lunch who had to pay 1ls.

[Mr. Bell.
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for lunch and a drink. If people can afford:
t> pay that, they can afford to pay the pro-
ducer a fair price for his produce. I have
a letter here from a dairyman’s wife sent to
a Toowoomba tradesman which shows the
state of affairs so far as the dairymen arve
concerned—

1 thank you so much for sending the
goods and waiting for your money. We
kept the cows at homec until they had
caten all the feed. We then drew all our
=avings out of the bank to buy feed for
them. We have nothing left. My hus-
band then took the cows away 34
miles to some scrub and prickly-pear.
He is doing everything possible to keep
them alive. Hec pays 1s. per head per
week. They are milking a little, but the
first c¢harge on the milk is the agist-
ment fee. The balance will be sent on to
vou.”

Those are the conditions under which this
food is produced. And here the Govern-
ment deliberately seize 30 per cent. of that and
Jand it over to the rich people of Brisbane.
Is that a fair thing to do? You know it is
correct. and vou cannot get away from 1t
That is not the only thing. They not only
seize our produce, but they put on a land
fax as well—in seasons like this, when the-
farmer cannot get an income. They know
perfectly well that the farmers have no in-
~ome tax to pay. and they say, ¢ There will
not be any income, but we will make them
pay through a land tax.” That is a_fact,
and vou cannot get away from it. I saw
one farmn of about 1,100 acres—a beautiful
farm—and the three years’ drought have
absolutely ruined the farmer. Notwithstand-
ing the fact that that man has not had a
single item of income for two years, he will
be compelled to pay a land tax.

Mre., CoopEr: What is the value of the

land?

Mr. BEBRINGTON: The value of the
farm wonld be £5,000 or £6,000.

GoversMENT MEMBERs : Ruined. (Laugh-

ter.}

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Yes, ruined. That
£5,000 or £6,000 represents that man’s sav-
ings for a lifetime, and he probably had a
mortgage of half that amount. But because
be has no income, the Government say, “ We
will make him pay a land tax.” That is the
kind of sympathy they have.

The TrREASURER: Poor
with a farm worth £5,000 or £6,000.
vernment laughter.)

Mr. BEBBINGTON: That man has not
received a single penny income from his
crops for over two years, but the Govern.
ment say he must pay up. The Treasurer
says, ' Pay up and look cheerful.” But
here in Brisbane men of their own clique—
just because they happen to earn a weekly
wage and get an income of £200 a
year—do not pay any tax ab all.  But these
men in the country—just because they happen
to own a little bit of land and have to
struggle to make a living—they not only
have to pay a land tax, but the Government
take 30 per cent. of their produce. Here is
ancther case where a man had forty cows.
Thev are all dead, The man took his savings

starving fellow,
(Go-

. of years out of the post offfice bank and
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bought food for them as long as he could,
and mortgaged his farm. However, he has
got to pay a tax on that farm.

The TREASURER: What is the value of the
farm?

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Probably £1,400 or
£1,500.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
Poor farmer! (Government laughter.)

Mr. BEBBINGTON: They know nothing
about the farmer. They cannot grasp any-
thing at all outside of Brisbane. Their
minds go just as far as the suburban trains,
and they say, “We will relieve you of
taxation and we will tax the man on the
land.” 'That is all their sympathy with the
people in the country, who have to fight,
as we have, in order to make a living;
and it is very aggravating, under conditions
such as that, to have to talk to such men.

.Mr. Frie interjected.
Mr. BEBBINGTON: There is another

one. His mind only goes as far as the big
bridge. Then we have the Food Prices Com-
missioner, who iz practically a buffer between
the Premier and the public. He does not
count for anything else. He admits that
when he fixed prices he did not take any
evidence of the cost of production, and ho
says the people were doing fairly well on
the coast. What does a man on the coast
say? He says—

“No doubt there are a few dalrymau
on the coast who have not felt the effects
of the drought a good deal. But they
are very few and far between. The great
majority are like myself—just able to
exist. I have just received my cheque
for September’s cream (£5 6s. 4d.). This
represents wages for myself and four of
my family, and comes to about 3s. 6id.
per day betweewn five of us, without allow-
ing anything for carting cream 6 miles
to the station.”

And then the Government take 30 per cent.
of that 3s. 6id. per day. Going further he
says—

“ How is that for doing well? How
would Mr. Sumner and some of his
Trades Hall friends like working twelve
hours a_day for those wages? I have
been milking and feeding mnineteen cows
to get that, and yet I have been doing
better than some of my mneighbours. I
know one man in this district who had
to turn his cows out altogether three
months ago. Yet we are doing well!
Of course, we must bhe, because Mr.
Sumner says we are, and he ought to
know! I wonder is Mr, Sumner doing
well now? I see by to-day’s ¢ Courier’
that his present income is £8 per week
and £1 Is. per day expenses—more than
a good many dairymen will make in the
next two mwonths.”’

Then he talks about the crowds that go to
the races. We have to keep the crowds
there; the crowds that they see on the race-
course every week; the crowds that you
see lining the streets and the theatres. It is
a shame, and nothing else, to teke 30 per
cent. of our produce and hand it over to
those people. You have made us the slaves
of the whole community, practically speaking.
That is your sympathy with the farmer.
Mr. Gipay interjected.
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Mr. BEBBINGTON: The hon. member
says, “ Amen,”” which means “So be it.”

(Laughter.) e kas had something cheap,
and I hope he has enjoyed it. Now we come
to the land tax, and we find that, with a
£300 exemption, they have calculated very
nicely the building allotments of the whole
of the population round Brisbane. You let
them all off. If you take the residential
areas outside Brisbane, you will find that the
value of the allotments comes under £300,
so they are all exempt.

Mr. Kirwax: Just fancy this being a
rich man’s Government! (Laughter.)

Mr. BEBBINGTON: It is a rich man’s
Government and nothing else. You tax no-
body but the man on the land. There is no
additional tax on the man in the town,
practically specking. There is another thing
which they seem to lose sight of. They
think that they are going to penalise the
men who hold large areas of land in the
West, that were purchased at 10s. an acre.
In those cases the Statc has had the benefit
of something like 50 per cent. more than
what they get for their leasehold land.

The PreMIER: You think we ought to get
more for the leascholds?

Mr. BEBBINGTON: The people bought
that land ab 10s. an acre, and the interest
on that is 6d. an acre, and the same land
alongside is very often leased at 1d. or 1id.
an acre; therefore the people who bought
that land at 10s. an acre have lost about
75 per cent.

Mr. Giiuies: Is that an argument in favour
of frechold?

Mr. BEBBINGTON : It is a fact; it is no
argument at all.

At 9.50 p.m.,
The CHAIRMAN resumed the chair.

Mr. BEBBINGTON : Now we come to the
railways. We must certainly congratulate the
Commissioner for Railways on his business
methods. I think the Minister for Railways
has done the best he could to grapple with
the situation, and I do not think he has had
anything to do with grabbing our food
below cost. I believe he would be above
taking the food from the poor to give to
the rich. Anyhow, as a member of the
Government, he has had to come in with
the rest, and it has been done. We find that
there is a balanee in connection with the
railways of :£48,000 to the good, so we want
to know why the necessity for raising the
railway fares and freights generally, and
not the suburban rates? This is all done
merely to tax one class of people—that is, the
people in the country—and the people in the
towns and cifics are let off. Then there is
the question of the guaranteed lines, If we have
a surplus of £48,000, what necessity is there
to enforce the guarantee? Then there is a
very large amount of money that the rail-
ways should get credit for, and for which
they get no credit whatever. I refer to the
increased values and rents which are created
by the railways running through the land,
and which go into the. Lands Department,
and the increased values of freehold land
created by the railway. The railway gets
no credit for that, and those who have to
guarantec the line have to pay. I do not
see any reason why the Railway Department
should not get credit for that.

The PREMIER: You say the increased value
of freehold land?

Mr. Beblbirgton.
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Mr. BEBBINGTON: What is freehold to-
day? Refore the railways were surveyed, in
some of our districts—take the Nanango
district; in that district the State offered
the land at £1 10s. an acre, and no one
would take it. But after the railway was
surveyed, a let of that land was sold at £6
an acre. I say a great deal of that should
be credited to the railway.

The PremizR: What about the private
lands? That is what we want to get at.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: If you can make it
a property tax, I would be pleased indeed.
Charge all property, without any exemption.

The TrEASURER: You want a tax on the
buildings as well as on the land.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: 1 want to see no
exemption, and it would suit the farmers
very much better if you had a tax on build-
ings, if you only have a certain amount to

make up. If you want £150,000

10 p.m.] or £500,000 and you let nobody °

off—no exemptiocn—then the tax
comes to very little. But when you are going
to take only a few, it seems that those few
will have to pay a great deal. Why should
we let the professional men have their
building sites exempt? Hon. members will
find that very few of these allotments will
go over £300.

The PremMIER: You want us to tax the
farmer’s house as well as his land.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: If you cannot get
it one way, you will get it another. If he
has no income, you will get his land. I
am very glad to see that an increase is pro-
vided for hospitals, People, 1 think, realise
very little what they are doing. We were
led to believe that once the Labour party
got on to the Treasury benches, they would
alter things altogether, but here we find
that they were merely providing an exra
£18,000, 1 think that the country hospitals
are called upon to do a great deal more than
they should be called upon to do, according
to the assistance they get. They are un-
doubtedly called upon to do unreasonable
things. Here in Brisbane the hospital gets
£4,000 extra, and Townsville and Rockhamp-
ton and other places also get something
extra, but the country hospitals have to live
on practically what they “can get—we will
say £2 for £1. We were told by hon. mem-
bers opposite that they would get more, but
there does not appear to be any sign of it.
I have said, and 1 say again, that our coun-
try hospitals are kept up by sweating the
miedical and nursing staff.

Mr. McPuam: Nationalise them.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Nationalise them,
or do anything you like, but the Government
will not find the money. The Government
are giving an eight-hours’ day to the asylum
employees and so on, and they are the prin-
cipal employers in connection with our hos-
pitals, because they find most of the money,
and why should they not give them the same
conditions? They look after evergbody ex-
cept those who are lecoking after the sick.
I have spoken to the Home Secretary and
the Assistant Home Secretary, and they cer-
tainly appear to have a good deal of sym-
pathy with them.

The Prenire: Did the Liberal party not
do less in better times?

[YMr. Bebbington.
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Mr. BEBBINGTON : I do not see how they
could have done less.

The PremizrR: You have admitted that
they did.

My. BEBBINGTON: £18,000 is only a
natural increase. There is an increase in
connection with all other institutions. This
is the fourth year I have spoken on this
question, and I hope the Home Secretary
and the Assistant Home Secretary will soon
do something to alter the condition of things.
Another question which comes under the
Home Secretary’s Department is the ques-
tion of roads. The late Government intended
to set aside 10 per cent. of the royalties on
timber for the maintenance of country roads
where timber carting had to be done, be-
cause it cuts up the roads, and I sincerely
hope that the present Government will carry
out their intentions. Then there is the ques-
tion of the freehold of land which has not
been entirely cleared. At the present time,
I believe that no person can get the frechold
until he has cleared the whole of it. I think
that oncs a man clears an acre he is entitled
to the freehold, and I would give it to him,
no matter how much was left. He should
have every encouragement. Coming to the
question of unemployment, I hope that the
Government will not think that all the un-
employed are in Brisbane. We know it is a

Brisbane Government. (Government dis-
sent.)
Mr. Krrwax: How can you say that?

Look at the front bench!

Mr. BEBBINGTON: We can only go by
their actions. I admit that they have treated
Rockhampton and Townsville the same—
there must be no extra taxation there or in-
creased railway rates. There are two things
sacred to hon. members opposite—one is the
grog trade, and the other is the cities. They
would not put their hands on either of them.

Mr. H. L. Hartiey: How do you make
that out?

Mr. BEBBINGTON: A gentleman the
other day said that he was supperting them
because they promised not to interfere.

The Premier: No such promise was ever
made.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I hope that relief
for the unemployed will be distributed right
throughout the State. I know of several
places where improvements are needed.

The SECRETARY FOR RATLWAYS : Railways?

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Railways and im-
provements to railways. The hon. Tnhember
knows that I only want one railway station,
and I sincerely hope he will carry that out.

The House resurmaed. The CHAIRMAN re-
ported progress, and the Committee obtained
leave to sit again to-morrow.

TOOWONG PARK BILL.

MEsSAGE FROM COUNCIL.
The SPEAKER announced the receipt of
a message from the Council returning this

Bill with amendments, in which they re-
quested the concurrence of the Assembly.

The consideration of the message was made
an Order of the Day for to-morrow.

The House adjourned at eleven minutes
past 10 o’clock,





