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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

TUESDAY, 19 OCTOBER, 1916. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. W. McCormack. Cairns) 
'Wok the chair at half-past 3 o'clock. 

PAPER. 

The following paper, laid on the table, 
·wa' ordered to be printed:-

Annual report of the Chief Protector 
of Aboriginals. 

QUESTIONS. 

RAILWAY SERVICES AND VOLUNTEERS FOR 
ACTIVE SERVICE. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON (Drayton) asked the 
Secretary for Railways-

" 1. The number of men engaged in 
the ~tate workshops, Ipswich, on 1st 
October, 1915 ? 

" 2. The total number of men in the 
service of the department, over eighteen 
years of age, within what may be termed 
the Ipswich area, to include all classes 
and grades of the service within the 
Ipswich area? 

" 3. The number of men in the rail­
way service who have offered for active 
service in the forces abroad from the 
Ipswich area? 

" 4. The number of single men, if any, 
filling positions vacated by men who 
have joined the Expeditionary Forces 
from the Ipswich area?" 

The 
(Hon. 

SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
J. Adamson, Rockhampton) replied-

'' 1. 1,629. 
"2. 2,014. 
'' 3. 114. 
" 4. 27." 

SLEEPERS FOR MUMBILLA·MOUNT EDWARDS 
RAILWAY. 

Mr. BELL (J?assifern) asked the Secretary 
for Railways-

" 1. Is it a fact that both contractors' 
and Government teams are drawing 
sleepers for the Mumbilla-Mount Ed­
wards line? 

" 2. If so, would he state the cost of 
drawing-( a) By contract; (b) by Go­
vernment teams?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
replied-

" 1. Yes. 
" 2. Cost of drawing varies from 10d . 

to 1s. 9d. per block, according to dis­
tance hauled and nature of roads tra­
versed. The cost of hauling is approxi­
mately the same for both contractors' 
and Government teams when the con­
ditions are the same." 

DISTRIBUTIO~ OF RELIEF BY UNIONS; 

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby) asked the Secre­
tary for Public Works-

" 1. Is he a ware that persons applying 
for Government relief at the Trades Hall 
havA been questioned by union represen· 
tatives as to whether they are or are 
not members of unions? 

" 2. Does he not think that the prac­
tice of permitting the Trades Hall to 
distribute State relief will lead to per­
sons in necessitous circumstances being 
coerced into joining unions? 

" 3. Will he appoint som<J public 
officer, other than a member of a union, 
to supervise the distribution of these 
public funds?" 

The H0~1E SECRETARY (Hon. D. 
Bowman, J?ortitude T'allcy) replied: Although 
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this question was addressed to the Secretary 
for Public \Yorks, it is really in my depart­
nwnt. The answers are as follow:-

" 1. No. 
"2. No. 
" 3. Relief is distributed by an officer 

of the public service at the Relief Office 
only. Recipients who live too. far away 
to obtain relief at the Relief Office, 
obtain it on orders from the local store­
keeper." 

GOVERNMENT RELIEF OFFICE. 
Mr. PETRIE ('l'oombul) asked the Home 

Sccretarv-
" i. Is it a fact that, on 14th October, 

at the Government Relief Olfice, the 
crowd was so gr,•at that the two officers 
distribnting relief were unable to over­
takr• thei1· work, and that relief was 
heing distributed even at 3.30 p.m.? 

" 2. \Viil he provide for a distribution 
p t>~o days, to obviate the long hours 
~£ 1vaiting ?" 

·-"e H0~1E SECRETARY replied-
'· 1. Relief was distributed at 3.30 p.m. 

and later on the 14th October. 
" 2. There are two days for general 

distribution already-namely, Thursday 
and Friday." 

MR. DUXSTAX AND THE LABOUR EXCHANGE. 
Mr. PE'.rRIE asked the Secretary for 

Public \Vorks-
" 1. Is lVfr. Dunstan an officer of the 

Labour Exchange? 
" 2. If not, to what extent does he 

control the work of that institution? 
" 3. Is it necessary for men to secure 

his approval before they can have. work 
allotted to them ? " 

'.rhe SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
(Hon. E. G. Theodore, Chillagoe) replied~ 

"1, 2, and 3. No." 

DISLOYAL'rY OF MR. T. J. FOAT. 
Mr. GDNN (Carnarvon) asked the Trea­

surer-
" Is Mr. T. J. Foat, secretary to the 

Federal Clerks' Union, who has been 
authorised by his department to inter­
view public servants with reference to 
their becoming members of the FAderal 
Clerks' Dnion, the same Mr. T. J. Foat 
who at Ipswich recently, as reported in 
the Ipswich and Brisbane ptpers, de­
clined to honour the toast of His Most. 
Gracious Majesty the King; and will 
he undertake to withdraw all public 
recognition from T. J. Foat, and all 
other pe'rsons whose· public acts are 
tainted with disloyalty?" 

'l'he TREAS'CRER replied-
" I have nc• information on the 

matter.'' 

BRA="TDS BILL. 

THIRD READING. 

On the motion of the SECRETARY FOR 
AGRICULT'l'iRE (Hen. W. Lennon, Her­
bert), this Bi]] was read a third time, and 
ordered to be transmitted to the Legislative 
Council by message in the usual form. 

[Hon. W. Lennon. 

TR'CSTEES AND EXECUTORS ACT 
A::.VlENDMENT BILL. 

I:s-ITI.\TION IN Co;;r:~~:ITTEE. 

(J1r. Cuync, Wan·ego, in the ehai1·.) 

HoN. J. A, FIHELLY (Paddington) in 

movm?;That it is desirable that a Bill be 
introduced to authorise trustees to invest 
trust funds in any Commonwealth loan," 

said: For the information of members he 
might state that at present trustees, through 
some flaw in the law, could not invest trust 
moneys in the Commonwealth loan. They 
coul·d inv~st moneys in any State loan in 
Queensland or in any State loan in Austral­
asia, but not in any Commonwealth loan. 
This Bill was to remedy that defect. and was 
also introduced in accordance with a promise 
made to tho Commonwealth ·authorities. 

:\1r. MORGA::'{ (J:lurilla) asked what bene­
fit would the public derive from this? The 
Minister was very brief in his explanation, 
and it was only right that bon. members. 
should get some more information about the 
measure. 

HoN. J. A. FIHELLY: The benefit would 
be this: Owing to a flaw in the present law, 
trustees could not invest moneys in a Com­
monwealth loan, and this Bill was to remedy 
that. Anv investments that had been made 
in that lo-;.n would now be made legal, and, 
in future, trustees would be able to invest 
in Commonwealth loans, precisely as the) 
did now in State loans. No further explana­
tion could be given than that; that was the 
sum total of it. 

Question put and passed. 
The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN re­

porte-d that the Committee had come to a. 
resolution, and it was agreed to. 

FIRST READING. 

The Bill was presented and read a first 
time, the second reading being made an 
Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

S'CPPLY. 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT·-DEBATE IN COM:\IITTEE .. 
(Mr. Coyne, Warrego, in the chair.) 

Question-That there be granted to His. 
Th!ajestv, for the service of the year 1915-16, 
a sum· not exceeding £300, to defray the 
salarv of aide-de-camp to His Excellency the 
Gove.rnor-again stated. 

Mr. FORSYTH (lv1urrumba), who was re­
ceived with Opposition "Hear, hears," said: 
I think that most members will agree with 
me that the Financial Statement is the most 
important d<Jcument that is ever brought 
before this House for discussion. This. 
Fine,ncial Statement is somewhat different 
to other Financial Statements that have been 
delivered in this House, in the sense that a 
class of legislation and a claS£ of taxation is 
being introduced here which has !'ever been 
introduced before. I refer particularly to 
the land tax. Of course, we have the land 
tax in the other States, and it is now being 
introduced here. If there was ever a time in 
the historv of Queensland when the Trea­
surer shou"ld have some svmpathy with those 
who have passed throug.h terrible straits, 
and who have had terrible losses, now is 
the time. Instead of that, we find that the· 
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11om· farmer ,,nd the poor selector, who in 
many < :tses has lost practically hi., all, has 
•s-ot to be burdened by this extra taxation 
w h i0h is not at all necessary. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: H~ar, hear! 

Mr. FORSYTH: Before dealing with 
these things I wish to give a slight resume 
of the work of the late Government during 
the last six years, after Mr. Kidston re­
tired, and you will be able to see at a 
glance the marvellous development that has 
taken place during that time and the pro­
gressive legislation that was introduced, in­
cluding the building ·of railways, while 
there has been a heavy increase in revenue 
and a heavy increase in expenditure, and it 
has all been done without a shilling of extra 
taxation. (Hear, hear !) 

Mr. BERTRAM : Why not quote 1902, which 
.was also a drought year? 

Mr. FORSYTH : The hon. member refers 
to 1902." We have only to look at the finan­
cial tables to find that from 1900 to 1902 
the revenue fell by nearly £1,000,000, and 
extra taxation had to be imposed. \V e had 
very big deficits then. In 1909 we received 
a revenue of £5,000,000 from all sources, and 
last Y''"r it was over £7,000,000, makin'l' a 
total increase in revenue in that period of 
over. £2,000,000. No one could have dreamt 
that the finance of the State would have 
increased to such an enormous extent during 
that time, and it only shows we had good 
times and good prospects in those particular 
years. Each year showed a steady increase; 
the first year an increase of £260,000; the 
next year, £690,000; the next, £390,000; 
the n<>xt, £600,000; and last year, 
£229,000; making a total of about £2,000,000 
increase of revenue. That is a state of 
affairs that any party, whether Liberal or 
Labour, should be proud of. How did that 
increase come about? We find the railway 
revenue, which is the biggest revenue we 
have got-and we should be proud of our 
railways, and we should be proud of the 
wonderful development that has taken place 
du.ring the last few years-six years ago the 
railway revenue was £2,318,622, and last 
year it was £3,792,070; showing an increase 
of nearly one million and a-half in that short 
time, and the expenditure only increased 
during that six years by about £1,000,000, 
thus showing the marvellous expansion in 
general business that occurred and the grt>at 
benefits derived in connection with our rail­
ways. Now, the hon. gentleman told us 
that he has got £280,000 extra money to 
pay in connection with interest on loan. 
Have we not had the same during all those 
vears? As a matter of fact, during the last 
;ix years the Liberal Government spent on 
railway building alonP a sum between 
£11,000.000 and £12,000,000. They spent alto­
gether in connection with railways, advances 
to local authorities, advances to sewerage 
works, and things of that sort-they actually 
advanced and spent about £14,000,000 during 
that time. You will thus see that the 
average ;all round was 'about £2.250,000 
each year, or a little more, showin7 that we 
were 'determined to continue spending loan 
money so long as that expenditure was 
judicious. It meant giving employment to 
thousands and thousands of men on our rail­
ways: it meant general prosperity all round. 
Not only the men who received wages on 
the railways received the benefit, but the 
general public all round received great bene­
fit on account of the marvellous advance­
mpnt during that period. A huge amount of 

money was circulated, everybod;r >~as bene­
fited, and thus we had a general run of 
prosperity. No doubt, we had good seasons 
which helped very materially. If we had 
not had good seasons. we could not have 
done it, but still, under wise and capable 
administration we were able to do all that. 
Now, in rega{·d to land settlement, during 
the same period of six years what do we 
find? Such a record as this State l:as never 
seen before. Our revenue from land mcreased 
during those six years by £230,000. It is 
now in the vicinity of £1,000,000 a year, and 
that is something we ought to be proud ?L 
The revenue from pastoral leases has In­
creased, although a large amount of the 
holdings has been taken awav; even then 
they have not decreased bdt vitally . in­
creased while the revenue from selections 
has ir:.crcased most marvellously. The 
revenue from that source in 1909 was 
£292,000, and it was no less th>1n. £450,000 
this year ; in fact, since 1907 the total 
revenue derivable from rents and leases has 
just about doubled. 'fhat shows the wonde_r· 
ful improvement that has taken place m 
connection with our land. 'What has been 
done in connection with settling people on 
the land? During the last six yearc about 
3,500,000 acres of land have been taken up 
in connection with agricultural farms. About 
10 000 farmers have taken up that land for 
th~ purpose of helping the country and h~lp· 
ing to develop our resources. In connectiOn 
with grazing farms, about 14,000,000 acres 
have been taken up, and in connection with 
grazing homesteads about 18,000,000 acres 
were taken up, which, with the large amount 
taken up unconditionally, makes a total ?f 
some 40,000,000 acres of land taken up ~n 
va.rious forms of selection during the last SIX 

years. That grand total shows that the 
'Liberal party were gympathetic with the 
man on the land. All this development has 
tak<>n place, and although we have increased 
our expenditure enormously-the whole of 
that has been done in spite of the fact of 
borrowing £14,000,000. and paying interest 
upon that amount-all that has I-;een d<.me 
without a single shilling of taxatwn bemg 
imposed upon the people of Queensland. 

OPPOSITION MEMllERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. BERTRAM: Could you have done that 
this coming year? 

Mr. FORSYTH: Yes. 

Mr. BERTRA1I: Tell us how. 

Mr. FORSYTH: For this .:rear we had a 
surplus of £240,000. 

A GOVERNMENT ME>IBER: That is not true. 

Mr. FORSY'['H: I have no desire to make 
a statement that is not true. I have always 
been very careful about that. I say all that 
was done without imposing a single penny 
piece of taxation upon the people. (Hear, 
hear !) Why has that been possible? Be­
cause the party to which we belong believ:e 
in the principle of trying to develop th1s 
o-reat State without burdening- the people 
by putting on extra taxation. if it is at all 
possible, ancl they have ·done it and left a 
splendid surplus at the end of each ywu ; 
and even last year. in spite of going through 
a seyere period of drought! That is the 
position. Now take the income tax. The 
income tax is a fair idea as to whether a. 
country is prosperous or otherwicJe. That has 
increased to a very great extent; as a 
matter of fact, all our various revenues have 

Mr. Forsyth.] 
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increased, and it is satisfactory to know that 
they have increased, because on that account 
we have been able to develop and carry on 
as we have done. The Treasurer, in his 
Financial Statement, says this-

" On assuming office in June, the pre­
sent Administration found it necessary to 
make certain adjustments in connection 
with financial matters. The increases in 
salaries to the lower-paid public servants, 
which accrued during the year but which 
had been withheld by the previous Go· 
vcrnment, Vi-~ ere paid:" 

As a matter of fact, the Liberal GoYernmcnt 
distinctly stated that that money would be 
paid if they had the money in hand. The 
reason they did not do it just prior to the 
general election was that, if they had done 
so, they would have had members nn every 
platform stating that it was done to try and 
catch votes. The Liberal Government 
actually did give a part of it at the end of 
the year. What was the position? At the 
beginnmg of the year it was anticipated 
that there would be a deficit of £300,00G, 
and when you are going to have a big deficit, 
you naturally try and keep expendit.nre 
down so as to square your accounts. But 
instead of having a deficit of £300,000, we 
actually had a surplus at the end of the year 
of £240,000, because the revenue became 
buoyant later on. Money we did not expect 
to come in came in, and thus helped forward 
the finances of the State. The hon. gent:le­
man asked the question : " Had they a 
credit balance at the end of the year?;' I 
am going to show the credit balance. The 
Treasurer had no less than £240,000 surplus 
on the 30th June. There can be no denying 
that fact, because the figures are in his own 
Statement. He states that he took away 
from the loan fund and debited revenue with 
£52,000 in C<mnection with wooden buildings. 

Mr. BERTRA)! : Was not that the practia. 
of the late Government? 

Mr. FORSYTH : ~'hat is the practice of 
any Government if they have the money. 
That WM done years before. Mr. Kidston, 
when he had a large surplus, did the same 
thing, and I do not blame him for doing 
the;~e things, so long as the money is not 
wanted for anything else. Then there was 
£85,000 depreciation on loan. That was 
taken from loan and debited against revenue. 
Then he took :842.000 from trust funds. He 
credited trust funds and debited revenue 
for that amount. Coupled with that he gave 
the £56,000 in connection with the automRtic 
increases, and the total amount of the mor,ey 
to which I referred is £236,000, which with 
a small balance brought forward of £3,000 or 
:84,000 gives the total of £240,000. 

The TREASURER : Don't you think tho>e 
items should have been paid out of reYenue Y 

Mr. FORSYTH: I say most emphatically 
the hon. gentleman was wrong to do it. If 
the hon. gentleman had anticipated a buoy· 
ant year this coming year, and had no idea 
of putting on extra taxation, then he would 
have been perfectly justified in doing what 
he did. But what he should have done, if he 
had been a wise man, and if he wished to try 
and help the people get over the extra taxa­
tion-because this year we will have no less 
than £1,000,000 to pay in extra taxation be­
tween the Federal Government and the State 
Government. The Federal income tax will 
amount to about £4,000,000, one-eighth of 

[Mr. Forsyth. 

which will haYe to be paid by Queensland; 
and the taxation suggested in the Financiai' 

•Statement will mean another £500,000--mak­
ing £1,000,000 that the people of Queensland' 
will have to pav this vear more than they did 
last year-and- that -in the face of the big 
drought! Any wise Government would have· 
endeavoured b.'' all the means in their pov;er· 
not to have increased taxation, yet we have 
the Government here who, according to their 
own Estimates haye the biggest revenue that 
Queensland has ever had-a record-and yet 
at the same time they are going to show a 
huge deficit. It is only when we had big 
deficits-when the revenue was going to 
tumble to pieces-that extra taxation has 
been put on; and instead of trying to help 
the people who have gone through these· 
terrible times, the Government do something 
they should not have done. What they 
should haye done was: pay that £56,000, if. 
you like, in connection with the automatic 
increases. That is a fair thing to do. It 
would have been done in any case, because 
you had the money to do it ; but the .. 
£184,000 that the hon. gentleman had up his 
sleeve-what he should have done-what I 
would have done if I had been in his place-· 
would have been to carry the whole of that 
amount forward so as to assist this year. 

The TREASURER: It would have gone to the· 
credit of the public debt reduction fund. 

Mr. FORSYTH : There is not the slightest 
reason for that. You could have put it to. 
a suspense account and brought in a Bill 
now to validate it. The Premier told us 
that in connection with the sugar business he· 
bluffed the people and then brought in a. 
validating Bill to validate his action. I 
would have put all that money to a suspense­
account, and carried it forward to next year, 
so as to help the lean year. 

The TREASURER: The Auditor-GeneraL 
would not allow that. 

Mr. FORSYTH: Instead of doing that, 
the hon. gentleman spent every shilling, and; 
then expects the people of this State, who· 
are suffering terrible burdens just now, to 
pay all this extra taxation. That is not 
what any sane man would have done in. 
connection with such a thing as that. Then,.. 
the hon. gentleman says that the Govern­
ment did not leave him much money, and' 
yet, according to his own statement, there 
was £2,157,000 to the credit of loan fund' 
account. He sa vs so· himself. If he had 
£2,000,000 left, what is he growling about? 
The hon. gentleman knows that he had not 
the money. That money has been utilised. 
in some other way. I would like to speak 
about that, but it might do harm, and so I 
shall not do so just now. This money has. 
been used. We know that, and we know, 
by the Financial Statement, the way in 
which it has been used. What is the result. 
of th'a t ? The actual cash that the hon. 
member had is shown in the public balances. 
On the 30th June he had at credtt in the· 
Queensland National Bank £1,600,000; with­
the Agent-General, £140,000; gold in the· 
Treasury £350,000; in the Bank of Eng· 
land, £168,000; at fixed deposit in other 
banks, £130,000; making a total of 
£2,400.000. And yet we hear so much fuss 
about the late Government not having taken 
a loan from the Federal Government-and I 
will deal with that question in a few minutes: 
in such a way as will perhaps surprise even 
the hon. member himself. I asked for the, 



Supply. [19 OCTOBER.) Supply. 1367 

information, but could not get it, but now 
I have got it from a source that even the 
hon. member himself will not dare to quibble 
about. You will have it in black and white. 
That is the money that hon. members oppo· 
site had. They cannot deny it, and therefore 
they could not have been so badly off as 
they tried to make out-when they had 
about £2,250,000 in hard cawh. I notice 
that a sum of £150,000 which was lent to 
the Federal Government has been called in 
~and wisely so, too-for the purpose of 
carrying on public works. What has been 
clone since the beginning of the year? Has 
the hon. member shown the slightest idea 
o{ saving, or the slightest desire to do so? 
He has, on the contrary, spent no less a 
sum than £662,000 from loan fund in three 
months. That is about £100,000 more than 
was spent in the corresponding months of 
the last year. He has spent from the trust 
funds an amount of £572,000 in the same 
three months, an amount of £175,000 more 
than was spent in the same three months of 
1914. Those two items actually show that, 
in those three months-the first three months 
in the financial year-the 'I'reasury spent 
from the loan and trust funds no less than 
£1,234,000. And yet he says that he had no 
money ! Where did he get it? 

The TREASURER: Was it not you who said 
that we had only enough to last till the end 
of September? 

Mr. FORSYTH: Yes, I said .that before. 
But the Government have got more, because 
they are now nearing the end of October, 
and they have got more money than they 
expected. In the Treasurer's Financial State· 
ment he says-

" When the late Administration went 
out of office, the loan fund balance was 
quite inadequate to meet the heav¥ com· 
mitments, some of which were exceed­
ingly pre•sing. No arrangements had 
been made for raising further loans." 

I am sure we all hope that the hon. gentle­
man will get more monev. We all hope 
that he will be able to get all the money 
he wants, so that he will be able to keep 
the people employed, and go on with rail­
ways and other public works. Nobody will 
be more pleased if he gets it than I will be .. 
But the only amount he has received during 
those three months of the vear have been 
£368,000, which is the amount of the excess 
of revenue over expenditure. That should 
be taken off the amount I have iust men­
tioned, so as to reduce it to £866,000-
which has been spent. That sum has to 
come off the balances at the end of June, 
with the exception of anv mOYJI'Vs that ma.v 
be paid in to the credit' of tru.st and loan 
funds from that dat~the amount of which 
I have no means of knowing. It only shows 
how careful the bon. member should have 
been; but instead it appears that he has 
become a financial political spendthrift­
(hear, hear !)-because he is making no pro­
vision against the time when the mone¥ mav 
run. out, when everythinp,- will have to" ceas"e 
straight away. 

The TREASURER: Did vou not ask for an 
advance to enable the "local authorities to 
build a railway to Montville? 

Mr. FORSYTH : Yes, and I hope the 
Treasurer will have the funds to do that; 
but if he has not got the funds, the folks 
cannot expect him to do the impossible, and 

I do not expect him to do the impossible. 
That is the position ; so that, in spite of 
all the talk, they had a considerable ar:'our;t 
of money in hand and they are spendmg It 
just about a little too freely in my opinion, 
unless thev have the knowledge that they are 
going to get more soon. Take our expendi· 
ture of loon funds in connection with rail· 
ways. And the people ought to be proud 
of the railwav svste'TI of Queensland and 
the wav in Vl:hic!1 it has cleve'loped during 
the last few years. \Ve have spent on the 
railways since the initiation of the system 
about £37,250,000, thus showing the mar­
vellous development that the people have 
carried on during all these years. And the 
interest bill-and I want our. friends to bear 
this in mind-the interest we have to pay in 
connection with railway loan money amounts 
to no less than £1,380,000, which is a great 
deal more than half the loan money interest 
we have to pav. And although we had such 
a huge amount of money to pay, we wound 
up the year with a small debit balance of 
only £1,963. Many of our railways do not 
pay thousands upon thousands of pounds 
hav~ to be· written off every year, but in 
spite of that the railways have been managed 
so well that this year there is only a miser­
able little amount of £1,900 odd to debit 
against the whole of that advance of 
£37 250 000. The rest has been paid out of 
the 'rev~nue made on the railways. That is 
a record of which any Government or any 
party should be proud. As a matter of fact, 
if things had only gone on as they were, 
and the times had been prosperous, the 
amount chargeable to revenue in connection 
with the whole of our railways would have 
practically disappe'ared. As a matter o_f fact,_ 
of the whole amount of £56,000,000 wh10h we 
have borrowed. the interest on 96! per cent. 
is all paid {rom the various sources of 
revenue, and the only item chargeable against 
consolidated revenue last year was 3. 72 per 
cent., whereas ten years ago it was 17 _per 
cent. It is ·steadily decreasing all the time. 
'Gnder good conditions and by good business 
management that item would be ultimately 
wiped out and we would be able to carry 
on the wh~le of our great loan fund without 
a shillino- burden so far as the consolidated 
revenue is concerned. Now, the revenue this 
vear from railways, in spite of the drought, 
in spite of all the disabilities under which 
the people of Queensland are labouring, is, 
according to the estimate of the Treasurer, 
going to bring in tbe biggest revenue on 
record, £3,950,000, Ol" £158,000 more than 
was brought i, last year. The Government 
estimates that they will have the largest 
revenue from all sources than has ever 
been known in the· history of Queensland. 
They hope to get £7,312,000. Last year, a 
reco'i·d vear-everv year hag been a record 
for yea1·s past, but this is going t.o be the 
grea t• ·st record of all, not only in connection 
with the railways but the general revenue 
of the country aim-last year the revenue 
was £7,702,000. 

Mr. BF.RTRA>I: Yon would expect that with 
a Labour Government? 

Mr. FORSYTH: Ye's, from the very fact 
that a Labour Government is in power and 
the very fact that they are getting the largest 
revenue that Queensland has ever produced, 
we would e'l<pect that the Government would 
not have imposed any taxat.ion.on the people. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

MT. Fo-rsyth.] 
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~Ir. FORSYTH : That is the point we 
want to get at, and there is not the slightest 
reason under conditions like those, why an 
increa~e in the income tax and in the land 
tax .,hould have to be borne by the people 
of Queensland. 

:Y1r. O'SULLIVAX: If it .had been a poll 
tax, you would not object oo much. 

·Mr. FORSYTH: I do not mind any tax 
when it is absolutely neoe"ary, but I do obj~ct 
to taxation when th~re is not the slightest 
occasion for it, and especially when the 
l""ople who have to pay i~ are (>Oing rh~ough 
one of the mobt trymg t1mes 111 the h1st<Jry 
of Queensland. The hon. member for Maree 
said, ''Look ·at what happened in 1902." 
Well in 1889-1900 the revenue of the whole 
Stat~ ,. as £4,588,000. Two years after:wards 
i.t fell £500.000. The following· year 1t fell 
another £500,000, so that in two years _our 
revenue fell bv £1,000.000, and that at a tune 
when our re,:enue was not very much more 
than half what it is now. An~ y~~ th<; bon. 
member says: "Put on tax_atwn. DH;l we 
not just hav~ to put on taxatiOn at that t1me? 
As a matter of 'fact, it took the State of 
Queensland eight years to recover her 
revenue to equal what it was in 1900. \Ve 
lost two-thirds of the whole of our stock, 
revenu~ dwindled awav all round, and we 
were forced to put on taxation. ·what extra 
taxation was put on? \V e put on an income 
tax, which didn't bring. in a great amount 
of monev at first-I thmk about £100,000. 
We reduced wag-es all round from 5 per 
oent. to 10 pf'r cent., and we increased the 
railway rates; but in those days surely there 
was .some reason for any Government to try 
to raise revenue to make both ends meet. 
We had big deficits; we could not help 
ourselves. But this Government, without any 
loss, with enormous surpluse-s at the end of 
the ye'ar, have imposed taxation on the 
people. 

Mr. H. L. HARTLEY: Is not that better 
than putting men out of work? 

Hon. J. TOLMIE: You are putting them 
out of work every day. 

Mr. FORSYTH: And I remember that, 
when we were spending £1,000,000 a year 
from loan funds, the Labour party used to 
howl us down as being a Government who 
were going in for reckless expenditure. 
Compare that with the Estimates we have 
got before us to-day, and then you will see 
where the reckless expenditure is and what 
it is that is forcing the Government to put 
on extra taxation. Kow, I want to return t<J 
what happened during the first three months 
of this year. The hon. member says that 
he wants another £265,000 from the rail­
ways, and for the first three months of this 
year he has only increased the expenditure 
by £8,000. Why does he not continue that 
policy? 

The TREASURER: Do you not know that 
the increased wages cannot apply until the 
Estimates are passed? 

Mr. FORSYTH: That is only one thing. 
It would not account for all. As a matter 
of fact, we only increased our expenditure 
by £20,000 during last yPar as compared 
with the year before, and why do not the 
Government try to bring these things within 
fair limits? Although the increase was only 
£20,000 during that period, he wants it 
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increased by £265.000 this year, an amount 
that is, in 'my opinion, absolutely unneces­
sar;~. 

The TREASL:RER: The late Government said 
thev left on record a minute which would 
inv;,lve an expenditure of £150,000 on such 
works this year. 

I\Ir. FORSYTH: That would be a rigJ:t 
thing to do, if the Government saw the1r 
way to pay for those . works, but I do n~t 
think thev would have mcurred that expendi­
ture if thev saw they could not do so with­
out imposing extra taxation on the people. 
But the Labour party do not care. ~what 
expense they i_ncur ":s long as the add1t10nal 
expense they mcur 1s borne by the gener":l 
communi tv. X ow "e will take the expendi­
ture on education. The expenditure for this 
year is increased bv about £90,000 over what 
it was last year. - Ko wonder that we are 
going to ha_ve a deficit, wh_en we have reck­
less expenditure of th~t kmd. But though 
that is their estimated mcrease -for the whole 
year, during the first three mont~s of the 
present financial year they have mcreased 
their expenditure by only £4,000. I _hope 
they will continue to go slow. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCT~ON: 
\Yould you cut down the vote for educatwn? 

Mr. FORSYTH: Ko, I would not cut 
down the vote for education, but I would 
cut down a great deal of expendit~re that 
is unnecessary. No one has ever o b.1 ected to 
spending money on education, but I. do not 
see why there should be such a huge mcreas_e 
in that expenditure under PJ?esent con~l­
tions. The department that IS alw~ys m 
trouble--that is, the Home Secretary s D_e­
partment---ilhows an increas~ of £30,000 1!1 
expenditure as compared \nth the expendi­
ture for last year. The increase during the 
past three months has been about £_27,000, 
and if the Government go on spendmg at 
that rate, the increase for the whole. year 
in connection with that depart>nent will be 
:!;190,000 or £100,000. S'!-ch a. policy of finance 
will bring about finanCial disaster, and land 
the Government in a financial cul-de-sac. 
There is not the slightest justificati<?n for such 
a large increase of expendtture 111 connec­
tion with that department. ~orne other d~­
partments show an increase 111 the expendi­
ture for the last three months, and some 
show a decr·ease. With regard to the trust 
account, I would strongly advise the Trea­
surer not to drain that account too much, 
because, by so doing, he will disturb the 
public balances. I _hope the han. gentleman 
will take some nohce of my remarks, and 
try not to strain the trust account, for if ·he 
does he will find himself in trouble before 
long: The hon. gentleman says in his Finan­
cial Statement-

" 'When the late Administration went 
out of office, the loan fund balance was 
quite inadequate to meet the heavy com­
~itments, _som,~ of which wen< exceed­
Ingly presstnr:;·. 

I think the hon. gentleman had a fair 
amount of money to go on with, and. under 
normal conditions, he would have had no 
trouble in getting another loan. Xo one 
will object to his floating another loan, as I 
said before ; no one would be more pleased 
than myself to see that the han. gentleman 
was successful in raising an extra amount 
of money. 'The Treasurer and Premier went 
down to Melbourne recently to see what 
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means could be adopted to raise a further 
loan. 'rhe people in Great Britain have lent 
us nwney at an exceptionally low rate-as 
low as 3 per cent. and 3~ per cent.--and 
have assisted us to develop the resources of 
this State. 'rhose people have stuck to 
Queensland and A113traJia, and yet members 
sitting on the Government benches talk about 
Cohen, the man with the three balls, and 
tell us that they have come to the rescue of 
the State. How has this country been de­
veloped'! It has been developed by the ex­
penditure of borrowed money on reproduc­
tive wurks, and though members opposite 
have in the past spoken disparagingly of 
those who lent us the money, they wish now 
that some capitalists would come along and 
lend them monev to assist them in their 
difficulties. 'l'he- Treasurer stat~ed that he 
is proceedmg cautiously as far as the ex­
penditure of loan money is concerned. I 
have shown that he has been absolutely 
reckless in the expenditure of loan money, 
and that, in three months, he has spent 
from loan and trust funds no less than 
£1,250,000. Any business man in his position 
would look ahead. and see what we are 
likely to have to face, and having taken a 
•careful view of the outlook, he would run 
with bare poleo before the wind until the 
clouds rolled by. But instead of doing that, 
-the hon. gentleman has acted the part more 
or less of a political spendthrift; he is spend­
ing the people's money recklessly and impos­
ing fresh taxation on them to meet that 
·expenditure. We have often been twitted 
in this House by the Premior and other 
hon. members of that party for not accept­
ing a loan of £2,000,000 from the Federal 
Government. Thev have said that the Den­
ham Government ;ught. not to have refused 
that offer of the Federal Government, and 
that, if we had that £2,000,000 now we 
>Jhould be sailing along quite smoothly. I 
~ontend that the Denham Government would 
have be<>n fools if they had accepted a loan 
{)f £2,000,000, which they would have to pay 
back in twelve months or two years. J 
stated on a. previous occasion that the money 
would have to be repaid within that period, 
anJ my statement was contradicted. I have 
·authoritative information on the point now. 
I had it from Mr. Fisher himself, and I 
am going to read it for the benefit of the 
Hause, so that hon. members mav see 
whether I was right or wrong in making 
ihat statement. On the 19th August last, 
Mr. Fisher, speaking in the House of Re­
:presentatives, made this statement-

" While I shall not approach that con­
ference with great enthusiasm or opti­
mism, we have this ground for satisfac­
tion: that the Commonwealth is provid­
ing the States, up to the end of Novem­
ber next, with more money at a cheaper 
rate than iihev have ever borrowed 
before." ' 

Until the end of Xovember, and that is the 
time when thtJ whole of the £18,000,000 of 
loan money advanced to the various States 
will have to be repaid to the Federal Govern­
·ment. 

THE SECRETARY FOR Pl:RLlC INSTRUCTION: 
We are not getting any. 

Mr. FORSYTH: No, and we do not want 
any-(laughter)-we do not want any under 
those conditions. The Denham Government 
refused the offer of the loan for the very 
good reason that they would have to pay 

the money back within a year from the 
end of November next. That is the state­
ment made by Mr. Fisher. Th~ money is to 
be repaid, not in one year, but 111 two y~ars, 
from the time it was advanced, and from 
NovembN of this year the States receiving 
loans will have . the use of the money for 
one ye:tr only. What a. nice posi~ion the 
various States of Austraha Will be 111 when 
thoce money" have to be repaid! Twelve 
months from next November the whole of 
that £18,000,000 will have to b~ paid back to 
the Federal Government. VI here are the 
States going to find that money'? Where 
are they going to get it? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I wish we 
had a few millions now· 

Mr. FORSYTH : If we had been offered 
the money for ten years I would have been 
quite satisfied to accept the loan, b1;lt not to 
accept a loan for one yeu from November 
next We shall want money to carry on 
public works next year as "EJI as thi>< year, 
and if we had to repay a Joan of £2,000,000 
where sh<'uld we get the money to meet our 
requirements? The whole cir~umstanoes 
show that Mr. Denham acted w1sely when 
he refused a loan which he would have to 
repay in so Phort a time. I can remer:rber 
that when the Federal Government pers1sted 
in their endeavours to get the States to hand 
over to them the Savings Bank business, 
members opposite said they would like to 
see the Commonwealth handling that money. 

Mr. ·WINSTANLEY: They never did say that. 

Mr. FORSYTH: Hon. members said that 
if they had been in power they would have 
handed over the whole of that money to the 
Federal Government. Any person who 
understands State finance must know that 
the Ravings Bank funds are a tower of 
strength to any Government. Th?se. moneys 
are used for the purposes of bmldmg rail­
ways and carrying out other developme~t 
·works. I have shown the Trea~urer how his 
finances stand at the present time. He has 
not got too much money at hi~ disposal, but 
if he had not got the magmfieent sum of 
£1267 000 from the Savings Bank last year 
to 'car~y on public works-if the whole of 
that money had been handed over to the 
Federal Government-where would he have 
been? The hon. gentleman's financial posi­
tion to-day would have been more parlous 
than it is if that money had been placed 
under the control of the Federal Govern­
ment,. The Savings Rank has been an enor­
mous source of benefit to the Government, 
and I trust that the Government will never 
dream of handing over the funds which a?e 
of such benefit to the State to the Common­
wealth Government. The deposits in the 
Queensland Government Savings Bank have 
increased most wonderfully. In 1909 the 
total amount deposited was £5,500,000, now 
it is £10,663,000. That is the amount to 
the credit of the people in the State Sa;vir:gs 
Bank and it speaks volumes for their m­
dustr; and thrift. When people who have 
saved that mone.v deposited it in the bank 
against a rainy day, they are glad. to know 
that it is of incalculable benefit to the whole 
State as it enables the Government to 
spend large sums of money in connection 
with public works. Therefore, I say we 
should stick to our Savings Ba~k fund. The 
Treasurer sa vs that the agriCultural and 
pastoral industries have passed through . a 
very bad time, and he is quite correct m 
that statement. But I would ask what help 

Mr. Forsyth.] 
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have the Government given to the poor 
farmer on the Darling Downs who has lost 
all his stock and cropa, to the poor selector 
who has not even got rations for himself 
and family, and to all those men on the 
l~~d who have been struggling to make a 
hvmg and get a home for themselves and 
families? 'l'hey have ask'ed the Govern­
ment for bread, and the Government have 
offered them a stone in the shape of a land 
tax. The poor men on the land the men 
by whom we live-fa,· all wealth c~mes from 
the soil-have been passing through a severe 
struggle and have suffered severe losses 
an? yet tho wa;Y that the Government ar~ 
1'\"0ing. to help farmers and selectors is by 
Imposmg upon them additional taxation 
I say deliberately that the biggest enemy 
and most cruel enemy that the farmers of 
Queensland have to-day are the Labour Go­
vernment and the Labour party. Here we 
have men possessing a little land who have 
been struggling for yearB to establish a 

home for themselves and leave 
[4.30 p.m.] something to the children when 

they "shuffle off this mortal coil," 
and yet the Government propose to impose 
a tax upon the unimproved value of all 
land they hold over £300. What do hon. 
members opposite care? They do not care 
a sna~ of the fingers. -(\.ll that they care 
about IS that they get their platform carried 
out, an<l the community as a whole will have 
to suffer. 

Mr. O'SUJ;,LIVAN: .Y.ou .• are crying out 
because the nch man Is IJemg taxed. 

. Mr. FORSYTH : At the last general elec­
tion we he<tr<l from every platform that if 
the La.bour party were returned we woul<l 
have c~eap fo?d· But have we got cheap 
food Bmce this Government has been in 
power? The first thing the Government <li<l 
wa.s to harass the poor farmer and fix the 
prwe of butter S? that he could not get 
any profit out of It at all. We were to get 
?heap bread, but as a matter of fact bread 
IS dearer to-day than it was at election time. 
We know that in Adelai<le the price of flour 
has been reduced from £18 to £16 per ton. 
If anybody wants to sell flour in Queensland 
at a price lower than that fixed by the Go­
vernment, the Government will not allow 
him to do so. The Government <tre there­
fore keeping up the price of flour and the 
price of brea.d. Everything waG to be 
cheaper, but, as a matter of fact, with the 
exception of butter-which has come down 
owing to normal conditions-everything is 
much dearer. If we had a general election 
now, .hon. members would not be sitting 
opposite for one day. (Hear, hear! and 
Gov.ernment laughter.) A great change of 
feelmg has come about amongst the people 
of Q.ueensland, e.-en amongst their own sup­
porters. They can see how they have been 
duped, an<l they would not return members 
oppo:5i~e agai': if they ha<l an opportunity 
of giVIng their Yot<·s on the matter. This 
year the people of Queensland will have to 
pay £1,000,000 extra in taxation caused by 
the Federal taxation and the taxes men­
tioned in this Statement. Yet we have got 
a Government here, who if they had any 
bowels of c?mpassion .at all, would say. 
"No,. we will not put another shilling of 
tax<ttlon on the people of Queensland this 
:ye,ar." But they <lo not say that. :c\fo, they 
u:tend to carry out ~heir platform, •an<l thev 
Pile up the expenditure so that thev will 
have the excuse to <lo it. The Government 
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have bungled and blundered everything they 
have touched, and it is likely to be the 
same until the end of their time. 

Mr. H. L. HARTLEY: How about the unem­
ployment? 

:Mr. FORSYTH : What are you doing for 
the unemployed? 

Mr. H. L. HARTLEY: Spending money to­
get them work. 

Mr. FORSYTH: \Ve should not have so­
many unemployed at the present time. We 
know that 150,000 men have either left Aus­
tralia or are. in camp, and their places could 
be filled while they are awav, so that there­
is no reason to have the &erne amount of 
unemployed now as we have in normal timf•'l. 
I &m sorry to see people unemployed at all. 
I would only be too pleased to see every­
body working; but how can we expect that 
when we have a Government in power which 
is crushing the life an<l soul out of every­
body by means of taxation ? This taxation 
will be the means of throwing numbers of 
men out of employment, because the people· 
who have to pay the taxes will economise 
and they will have to reduce the number of 
their han<ls. Seeing that we have had such 
an increase in the revenue this year, there 
is no need to put on a penny extra taxa-­
tion. The Traasurer talks about getting a 
loan of £3,000,000 at 5 per cent. this year. 
He has not told us how he is going to get 
it, ·yet he is making provision for it hc•re. 

The TREASURER: ·would you not provide­
for contingencies 'i 

Mr. FORSYTH : It is very doubtful 
whether you will get £3,000,000 at 5 per· 
cent. 

The TREASURER : Is that not the honest 
thing to do? 

Mr. FORSYTH : The hon. gentleman 
saved on his interest bill this year no less. 
than £80,000. That liability existed on the 
30th June, but it did not fall due until 
30th September. If the hon. gentleman had 
been a wise business man, he would have· 
debited that to last year and squared it­
Instead of that, he is running everything into 
this year and is increasing his expenditure; 

The TREASURER : How could I do that 
under the Audit Act? 

Mr. FORSYTH : The hon. member could 
have introduced ·an amendment of the Audit 
Act as soon as he met the House this session. 
He coul<l do as the Premier did in connec-­
tion with the Sugar Acquisition Act. Then 
there is an amount here of :£88,000 in con­
nection with the sinking fund. They had a. 
sinking fund in Western Australia and Kew 
South Wales, and they wiped them out in. 
both States, and we should do the same here. 
We should use that £88,000, and then, by 
and by, when you l1a.ve got plenty of money, 
start the sinking fund again. Under the 
provisions of tlie Public Debt Reduction Act 
the policy adopted was to buy a <lebenture· 
equal to the amount of the sm·plus <>nd then 
to destroy the debenture, the moiH'Y being­
paid into the loan fund. In the case of the 
sinking fund, th<> debenture is purchased in: 
just the same way, but the debenture is put 
into the fund. Bv that means we have 
£88,000 in the sinking fund. Then there is 
the £185,000 which I referred to, which, 
with the sinking fund, makes £270,000 which 
we shoul·d have available this year. 

The TREASURER: By robbing the sinking 
fund. 
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Mr. FORSYTH : I ~ee an item here of 
£12,500 in connection with immigration. 
v.-e know that the J;.abo~r party <tre not very 
·anxious abou,t Immigration, so why not wipe 
that amount off altogether? We do not 
want immigmtion just now. After the. war 
thE' time may come when the Government 
might go in for a vigorous policy of immi­
gration, and we will help them when that 
time comes, but we do not want it now. 
\Vipe out that amount altogether, and try to 
save the money. There is also an item here 
in connection with aclyertising the State in 
the old country. 

The bell indicated that tho hon. member'B 
time had ex pi red. 

The PREMIER: I have intimated that I am 
prepared to let the hon. member go on. 

The CHAIRMAN : Is it the pleasure of the 
Committee that the hon. member for Mur­
rumba be granted an extension of time? 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear:! 

Mr. FORSYTH: I feel deeply grateful to 
the Premier, the Treasurer, and the members 
of the Committee for granting me an exten­
sion of time to finish my speech. I thank 
hon. members for their consideration in 
allowing me to go for a short time longer. 
I am trying to give some information to the 
Government, and showing how they' can save 
a great deal of money on the Estimates, in 
the hope that hon. gentlemen will take some 
notice of it. I hope they will be guided by 
my criticism, because it is not given in any 
carping spirit at all. If we knocked off the 
item of £4,500 for advertising the State and 
£12,500 for immigration, that would mean a 
saving of over £16,000. Coming to the Home 
Secretary's Department, there are several 
items there which can be reduced. This 
has always been an expensive department; 
hug() sums of money have been spent in it 
every year. There has been a steady increase 
in the expenditure in this department all 
the time. I see that in the amount put down 
for asylums there is an increase from £84,000 
to £103,000. Why should we want to spend 
another £20,000 this year? \Ve could save 
£10,000 there by cutting it down a little bit, 
In !lOnnection with the institutions at Goodna, 
Toowoomba, and Ipswich, we only wanted 
£28,000 last year, and this year £40,000 is 
asked. I can understand that the increased 
cost of living would account for a certain 
amount of this, but we will soon be getting 
cheap beef, cheap bread, and cheap butter 
and milk, and the cost of living will come 
down automatically without any assistance 
from the Control of Prices Board at all. 
T'hings will then be much better than they 
are at the present time. There is another 
item I cannot possibly understand. \Ve have 
.a State Children Department. Last year we 
al~owed £64,000 for this department, and 
this year the Government are asking for 
£40,000. more. Now, £40,000 is a huge in­
cr~ase m one year for one department. \Ve 
might expect the sums to increase but in 
time of trouble, such as we are exp~riencing 
now, it is ridiculous to increase the amount 
by £40,000. I think that at least £20 000 
should be saved there. ' 

Mr. BERTRAM: At the expense of tho 
widow. 

Mr. FORSYTH: No, not at the expense 
of the widow. Does the hon. gentleman know 
that we are spending £104,000 on that 
department this year? Give them a fair 

deal, by all means, but I do not see anv 
reason for spending such a huge amount .;:s 
that on one department. 

The TREASURER : The amount is being 
increased to the natural mothers. 

Mr. FORSYTH: The natural mothers 
would be only too glad to get their children 
at a lower price than the foster mothers. 

The TREASURER: Then there is the in­
creased cost of living. 

Mr. FORSYT'H: You are going to give 
the natural mothers more than the foster· 
mothers, and that makes this £40,000 increase 
a ridiculous charge. It should not be there 
at all. Then I notice an increase of £10,00() 
in the \Vorks Department. Why could we 
not reduce some of that? No one objects to· 
the erection of new schools, but if you go 
through all the items, you will see where you. 
could reduce by about £15,000. Then in. 
the Treasury Department there is an increase 
of £11,000 provided for in the Printing 
Office. There are sixty persons less employed 
this year in that department than were· 
employed there last year. 

The TREASURER: It is a profit-earning con-· 
cern. 

Mr. FORSYTH : I am speaking of that 
expenditure. 

The TREASURER: \Vhy cut it down whenc 
it is earning? 

Mr. FORSYTH: You have got sixty men 
less working there this year. There is also· 
an increase in the Marine Department. 

The TREASURER: No, the Marine Depart­
ment vote is not as high as last year. 

Mr. FORSYTH: It is just the same. 

The TREASURER: No, it is considerably leER· 
than last year. 

Mr. FORSYTH : Now we come to the 
Lands Department. This department does 
not go far in expenditure one year against 
the other. It is one of the best departments. 
we have got. The expenditure in this depart­
ment has not been very high, but as soon 
as the Labour partv gets into power it goes. 
up £30,000 in one "act. 

The TREASURER : A roads policy. 

Mr. FORSYTH: A roads policy! The· 
hon. gentleman has put £9,000 down for 
that. To construct roads right away up to• 
the northern part of the territory, it would. 
ta\<e a sum of over £200,000, and he has put 
this amount down as a son·g. It is only 
wasting money to put down such an item. 
as that. In the Lands Department we find: 
the vote for the Chief Office is increased' 
by over £5,000, Last year the estimate was. 
£39,325, and they spent £39,485, while the 
estimate this year is £44,468. Crown lands 
ranger;' is increased from £12,650 to £16,220. 
Travelling and incidental expenses are in­
creased by £1,800. Survey Office is increased· 
by £6,000. There are only three extra 
draftsmen and seven extra cadets employed 
in that department. The miscellaneous item 
is increased by over £10,000. Last year the· 
Government asked for £6,300 and they spent 
£8,427, and this year £16,500 is wanted. 
It only shows that if you are going to spend. 
£8,000 here. £20,000 there, and £40,000 some­
where else, that you will at once know you. 
are going to have a big deficit. I say aU 
these things could have been stopped, especi-· 
ally this year. Then take the Educatioru 

Mr. Forsyth.] 
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Departmcnt~£90,000 more this year i~ asked 
than the estimate last vear. Last year :he 
Government only spent" £13,COO more than 
they estimated, but this year, when the 
Labour Government come into power, they 
are going to throw the money about in every 
direction :md make the people pay for it. 
It is not necessarv to increase the vot€ at 
present. Everyone' kno", that if this countrv 
progre-,ses we must expend more on educa­
tion, but why not be, reasonable in the 
expenditure during such times as these? 
Let m0 give one item alone. Cleansing 
schools-the item last year wa.s £20,500, and 
this year £32,500 is asked for-an increase of 
£12,000. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR PUBLIC IXSTRl'CTIOX : 
'There are a greater number of schools. 

Mr. FORSYTH: Have we had 50 per 
cent. more schools? No. These are the 
items that are objectionable. 

The SEcRETARY FOR PuBLic IxsTRl'CTION: 
Many of the women are being sweated now. 

Mr. FORSYTH: Last yea.r the total 
increase over the estimate ,;as £13,000, and 
yet this year the Government are asking for 
£90,000 more. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC INSTRCTTION: 
That includes more than cleaning. 

Mr. FORSYTH: It simply says "clean­
ing.'' 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC IXSTRUCTION : 
It includes sanitation. 

~fr. FORSYTH: That is the item, a.nd 
this year £12,500 more is asked for. Now 
take the Mining Department. We are going 
to have a. huge increase in that-nearly 
£30,000 more. 'rhe estimate last yea.r was 
£57,000 and th~ expenditure was just about 
the same. This year the .department want 
£86,000, instead of £57,000 as last year. 
Deep sinking is increased by £12,500. Now, 
the hon. gentleman, under normal conditions 
might advance money against deep sinking 
t? try and help the mining industry if he 
likes. Only a few years ago-I think during 
the time of the Kidston Government-when 
we ha.d a. big surplus, he wiped off some 
£50,000 or £60,000 from this particular vote 

.and all that Government got back was about 
£1,500. It was money absolutely wasted­
rn<;ney thrown away. It was written off as 

·!'em!\ no go?d; and yet the hon. gentleman 
1~ gomg to mcrease the expenditure in these 
times. Then we come to a.n expenditure 
of £1~,0,00 for a boring plant. I suppose 
the Mm1ster for Lands, who happens to be 
the member for Roma, will have that £16 000 
spent in his district. I hope it won't' be 
wasted.. No":, with regard to railways. 
The railway IS one of the great spending 
·departments and one of the great revenue 
departments. I find that last yea.r the 
railway expenditure increase was only about 
£29,000 or £30,000 over the estimate. The 
estimated expenditure wa.s £2,387,500, and 
the amount actually spent £2,410,000, and 
this year the han. gentleman wants £2 675 22U 

·<ll' a.n increase of £287,000. ' ' ' 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: And if you 
had spont what you should have spent, we 
would not have wanted so much. You left 
your obligations to this Government. 

Mr. FORSYTH : I think we did very well. 
"'W\re cannot afford to do all that in one 

LMr. Forsyth. ' 

vear. The GoYernment should go on spc;nding 
'it slowly, if you like, but not £28Q,009 m ~me 
vear. Take the )lechanical Eng111eL•r1ng 
Branch; there is an increase of £~OQ,900 
this vear over last for the Southern diVISion 
alone. Is that a fair deal? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You US{)d 
b sa v a time like this was the time to 
spend' money. 

::>.Ir. FORSYTH: If the hon. t;entleman 
said he wanted £150,0JO this year to ma\<e 
up for what the late Government shou1d 
ha;-e 6pent, well and good; b~t no, he 
wams £280,000. I gua.rantee that If ~he hon. 
rrentloman is ·~incore he could go mto the 
~latter with the Commissioner for Railways 
and work it down very considerably, and 
instead of asking for this huge amount, he 
could make it £100,000 less. All I sa.y only 
proves that a large amount of money ?ould 
be saved apart altogether from the Railway 
Department, and there would have been no 
need to put on a land tax a.t all. The .Com­
monwealth GoYernment at th<O present tmte­
what arc> they spending now? In connect!on 
with this terrible war they a.re spendnig 
about £1,000,000 a week. The Home Go­
vernment are spending £3,000,000 a. day, 
and the interest upon that money has to be 
borne by the people of Australia and \}r!?at 
Britain, and certainly they shoul~ be willmg 
to pav. It is for the protectiOn of the 
Empire-and it is for justice and humanity 
-and we should be willing to pay it, and 
I believe that the people of Australia will be 
willing. Seeing that the country has to find 
so much would it not be far better to try 
and help them over their troubles? But no ! 
The Labour Government don't care a 
''tinker's cuss" who finds the money, so long 
as thev have not to find the money. It is the 
poor farmers on the Darling Downs and else­
where who will have to find the money. I do 
not object to a land tax on big holdings. 
But there is no distinction. The Labour 
party simply impose a land tax on all land 
va.lueil at £300 and over. Any hon. member 
in travelling round the country ca.n realise 
that the people have had a bad time. This 
State will h:we to find a great deal more 
money on account of this great war. 'When 
we started we spoke of about 27,000 men; 
then it was 40,000. :Now it is up to 150,000, 
and before very long it will be 250,000. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You may 
have to go. 

Mr. FORSYTH: If I have to go, I shall 
be willing to go. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Well, I'll go 
with you. 

Mr. FORSYTH: But I can see before me 
plenty who should be there. The single men 
who have no responsibilities should go first, 
and then married men. Let us all help. 
There are too many shirkers. The angel of 
death has been hovering over the Gallipoli 
camp for months and months-5,000 or 6,000 
men are already dead and 12.000 or 14,000 
wounded, and we see them coming back every 
dav. \Ve have to make allowances to these 
men and provide a pensions fund, and we 
have to find the interest on the money that 
all this fearful war is going to cost ; and 
~ et. in spite of all those terrible . charges, 
this Government puts on extra taxatiOn. The 
:New South Wales and \Vestern Australian 
Governments have put on taxation because 
thev had huge deficits. The South Australian 
Go-;.ernment, under a Labour Administration, 
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han' also put on extra taxation. 1 don't 
blame them for one moment. 'I'hcv have act 

excuse, as they arl' enormous sums behind:_ 
but here in Queen,land we have a surplus 0! 
£240,000 at the end of the year, and yet the 
Government come along and put on extra 
taxation. I have endeavoured to o'tow that 
it would be a wise thing on the part of the 
GO\·ernment, if they have any sympathy ';·ith 
the people at alL to go slow with taxation, 
more especia!ly at t.his time. It is one of 
the platforms of the Labour party-put on a 
land tax with £300 exemption, and they put 
on all this extra expenditure and say. " \Ve 
must carry out our platform." They carry it 
out by <;lass legislation, which utlimately 
means that thev will be hurled from ofht·,. 
The Government are in a majority, and they 
are determined to cater for their own class 
and not for the general community. The 
Government are starting extravagantly. 

There is not the slightest indic;u­
[5 P-'"-J tion of bringing expenditure 

within the revenue, the same a' 
anv business man would do under similar 
cunditions. They are determined to go on. 
Sp0ndthrifts they are at heart, and spend­
thrifts they mean to hfl, with other people's 
n1oney. 

, 0PPOSJTION MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

:Mr. FORSYTH : They are supposed to be 
the friends of the working man. He has got 
to get an increase in his wages, and so on ; 
but the poor working man on the farm, who 
cannot earn a living verv well these times­
he is the maii who has got to suffer to pa v 
this increa,ed wages. \Ve have at the pre­
sent time any quantity of articles appearing 
in the papers 'vith regard to starting new 
industries in Queensland and Australia. 
Germany is knocked out of the market ; we 
have any quantity of raw material, and we 
are asked why we do not start industries and 
employ labour, distribute wealth, and help 
forward the progre.ss of the country. But if 
I was a young man and had a few thousand 
to start with, I would no more dream of 
coming to Queensland under a Labour Go­
vernment than of going to the moon. The 
people have got absolutelv no confidence in 
the country. There is no security. 1 was 
speaking to a man in a large general way 
of business the other day-a man who has 
invested funds for people in Great Britain­
and he told me tlutt large sums of money 
have got to be called in. The reason he 
ga ye was a most sensible and a good one. 
They say: " \V e cannot afford to lend it 
out at 4 per cent. or 5 per cent. We cannot 
afford to pay the heavy taxes in England and 
the income tax and the land tax of the Com­
monwealth, and t.he income tax and the land 
tax in Queensland-three taxes. Therefore 
it is better to take the whole of the money 
away from here and put it into things in the 
old country, where we will have to pay only 
one tax.'' 

The PRE'.IIIER : \Vhere are they going to 
take it to 1 

Mr. FORSYTH : To the old country. In­
st?ad of having three big taxes to pay, they 
~til pay only one. {Government interjec­
tiOns.) 

Mr. BAYLEY complained that they could 
not hear the hon. member speaking. 

Mr. FORSYTH : The Financial State­
ment says-

" It is not expected that the increased 
taxation will fall he·avily upon those 

who can ill afford to pay. On the con­
trary, it will be found that no hardship· 
or inconvenicnc·o will be suffered by any 
individual.'' 

How on ·earth can such a thing happen? 
It may he that some people can afford to· 
!>'"-· but there are plenty of people who will 
ha-,-c to pay under this taxation who cannot 
afford w pay, and the bon. member knows 
it.. How can the farmer, with his 100 or 
200 acres of land at 1:5 or .-taO an acre, unim· 
pro, eel value, afford it this year? 

The TREo\SCRER: His tax will be 16s. Bel. if 
he has 100 acres at £5. 

~Ir. FORSYTH: We do not know what 
tho Governme;,t's proposals are yet. Then, 
in conn( ction with the income tax, it is 
stated that the mte will be increased on 
companies and made progressive'. 0£ course,. 
we do not know how it is going to be done, 
but I can tell the hon. member that in con­
nection with public companies other men of 
hi' sort of politics do not believe in taxing· 
the companieoJ too heavily. Mr. Hughes, 
speaking in the House of Representatives, 
sa1d-

" \Y e do not wish to press hardly on. 
one particular kind of company. Com­
panies ar .o instruments of production; 
the means whereby enterprise is con­
ducted. and we arc desirous not to dis­
courage them. If it can be shown that 
we are treating any particular class of 
company unjustly, the matter will be­
considered.'' 

As a rnattE'r of faet, the Federal Govern­
ment treat companies very fairly. They are 
only charging a tax on undivided profits of 
7! per cent , or ls. 6d. in the £1. We have 
not seen what the Government propose, but 
in my opinion there' is not the slightest 
reason why the Government should impose 
any extra taxation, either land tax or in00me 
tax. Here we have a Government who esti­
mate that they will have the biggest revenuE 
from railways and all other sources in the· 
history' of Queensland, and yet, in the face 
of that, they want to impose extra taxation. 
on the people. All they care about is the· 
working man-let the man who is to a large 
extent helping the country go to the walL I 
hope the Treasurer will reconsider his Esti­
mates and not impose these burdens at a time· 
when the people cannot afford to pay, bl.lt 
rather let him try to help the people, for 
by so -doing he will at least get their grati­
tu·de and their consideration instead of 
something else of a different kind altogether 
when the time comes for them to e~press an. 
opinion. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS : Hear, hoar ! 
Mr. GUNN (Carnarvon): I have just risei, 

in my place to save the situation. I was. 
afraid that the members of the Government 
might not have an opportunity to reply to 
the very fine and excellent speech which 
has been delivered by the hon. member. 
I thought that at the very least the Pre­
mier, or some member on the front bench, 
would get up and reply to his very fine· 
criticism of the Financial Statement. 

Mr. POLLOCK: It was not worth replying 
to. 

Mr. G'C~K: I suppose nobody was ready; 
I s~ppose they will all go home and wait 
UJ?til the {lpeech comes out so that they 
wtll have a better chance of criticising it. 
I do not set up as a financial critic, but at 
the same time I have known that it is very 

Mr. Gunn.] 
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important to have my bank balance always 
on the right side, if possible. On this 
-Dccasion there are many things I would like 
to criticise better than I will be able to do, 
but I will not have an opportunity of going 
.fully into the matt<lr and also the oppor­
tunity of reading the speech which has just 
been delivered, as other hon. members will 
With reference to increase to lower-paid 
public servants, I am one of those who are 
only too glad to think that the lower-paid 
public servants have got these increases, and 
I think that if the late Gove·rnment had 
stayed in power they would have got them 
too. But while it is all very well to give 
.those increases, we have to consider those 
who have no <employment at all, and if we 

_give increases to lower-paid public servants, 
or to any other public servants, it means !ess 
money to go round, and less money to b,_ 
distributed amongst the people who are 
perhaps in just as much need of it. There 
.are a great many unemployed, and it would 
be a good thing if they could get positions 
e,·en the same as the lower-paid public 
servants. I know that when I go down the 
street at the present time, I am asked for 
assistance more than at any time since I 
have been a member of Parliament. Talking 
o£ the railways, the Financial Statement 
.~ays-

" To some extent tlw increase was 
accounted for by the general activity in 
ren~oving stock trom the drought-stncken 
regwns ro the coa,tal districts." 

I remember reading an account o£ a deputa­
tion that waited on the Premier, and the g1st 
of the statem()nts made there was that there 
were plenty of stock in Queensland, but the 
pastorahsts would not put them forward. 
'l'hey were hoarding them up in some un­
known place on purpose to shut down the 
meatworks. I ·am pleased to see bv the 
Financial St·atement that the Government of 
.the day realise that there is a drought in 
Queensland. They talk about the railway 
revenue being greater this year than it ·was 
last year. Why is it so? Principally from 
the increased number of stock that ha~e been 
~hifted, we will say, from the drought-stricken 
-districts about Longreach to Goondiwindi. 
From Goondiwindi they have been fed by 
.corn spread along the road as far as :Moree, 
. until they have got to some of the more 
favoured di~tricts of New South Wales. I 
think that I am safe in saying that 500,000 
sheep have gone over the border in that 
.direction, a,nd, although they are lost to 
Queensland, they are saved to A'.lstralia, 
and their wool, I hope, will be ·available to 
keep the people of New South Wales going. 
\Ve ·are short of meat now, and it will not 
be long before a lot of them will be fattened 
up fit to kill, and when they .are, the people 
of Queensland will have to get some of them 
back again. If the New South Wales Go' 
vernment did as we have done for them, 
and said, " We will not allow :you to take 
any stock to Queensland," we would not be 
able to get them. But I hope they will 
allow them to come here, although they 
would be only serving us right if they re­
turned the compliment we paid to them. 
The actual cost of trucking sheep from Long­
reach to Goondiwindi is about 2& 3d. per 
head, but we will say 2s., and that means, 
with 500,000 6heep, a sum of £50,000 to the 
Railway Department. There, at once. you 
see where the Railway Department is getting 
its revenue-not through the good seasons, 

[Mr. Gunn. 

but on account of the drought. The drought 
is favourable to good revenue so far as the 
Railwav Department is concerned; but when 
the dr~ught is over I am quite convinced 
that the railway revenue will fall off very, 
very greatly. Many people talk as if this 
were the only drought that has· ever been, 
and as if this Government were the only 
Government that had suffered from drought. 
In the district I come from we have had 
drought for four years. Three _years ago all 
my !ambers went, and ever smce then we 
have been in a state of drought. But I 
admit that the present drought is one of the 
worst we have had. It is next to the 1902 
~lrvught, anJ if it continues much longer it 
will be worse than the 1902 drought. The 
discussion uf the Loan Estimates can be 
deferred to a later period. I notice that t1w 
Government nropose to increase the interest 
on the balan(~cs in the State Savings Bank 
from 3 to 3~ per cent. 1 think that is quite 
right, but I am very :nuch .a~raid that the 
people will not depos1t thell' money thl'l'e 
all the same. What will happen will be th<tt 
it will have to be invested in war loans. 
The whole of the srare c~apital we have will 
have to be invested in that way, •and we 
must not look for any further deposits in 
our Savings Banks. It will all have to go to 
help us ficrht for our libertv. \Vith regard 
to land settlement the Government evidently 
ex:pect that the 'demand . for land will _go 
on at the same rate as 1t has been ·domg 
m the past. I am sorry to say that there 
is not n<'arly the demand for land at t!w 
1n·escnt time that there w_as prevwu~ly. 
'lcrricultural farms and grazmg farms find 
~;' pm·,,hasers at the present time. An_Y 
commission agent will tell you that there IS 

no business done in land now, and that land 
of anv sort is a drug in the market. The 
Gove1:nment will find th•~t land settlement 
will fall off and not increase during tJ::e 
Pturent year. What is the good of land lf 
vou cannot make uny money ou~ of it, an_d 
how can vou expect people to mvest theJr 
monev in land if the investment means loss? 
I not'ice that the Government are g?ing !n 
fo1· a. State bawmill. As they beheve I? 
nationalisation, it is only n~tural that th1s 
should be one of the first thmgs they would 
take in hand because we have the timber, 
and all that' is required is the machinery 
and labour tD prepare it for the market . 

The TREASURER: You agree with that 
policy, then? 

Mr. GUN~: I do not agree with any 
State enterprise as far as the management of 
industries is concerned, because I do not 
think tJ1at the Government should be an 
employer to ·anv extent; their business should 
be to see that justice is do:'e between the. 
priYa.te employer and the pnYate employee. 

Mr. CooPER : And to aE-sist the farmer 
occft.sionally. 

11r. GU:;\!N: If I were the present Go­
vermnC'nt I should certainly believe in a 
State sawmill-(hear, hear !)-but I would 
ask, •chy they do not entc>r in~o the pastoral 
industrv? We ar·e always hearmg from mem­
bers opposite that the men en[!"aged in the 
pastoral industry are making large J?r<?fits 
out of their stock. \Vel!. we have m1lhons 
of acre; of land with respect to which leases 
are falling in, and why should not the Go­
vernment, instead of offering tho,;e la!'d~ ~o 
pastoralists or selectors, start a. ~oCJahshc 
enterprise and go in for cattle-ra1smg? 

~1r. COOPER: All in good time. 
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Mr .. GUNN: 'I1wy do not attempt to carry 
·on any such industry, but leave it to the 
_grazier or squatter, who have to stand out 
·working in the sun in the interior of Queens­
land, where the temperature is 110 or 120 
-<!egress in the shade. Those are the men who 
have to bear all the brunt in this industry, 
and the Government are going to tax them 
for doing it. I should like at this point to 
make a auotation from an article which 
appeared !n the " Sun " a short time .ago, 
with reference to the quantity of meat that 
is supposed to be stored in the meat eRtab­
lishments in Australia. It has been said over 
..and over again that there is any quantity of 
meat in the stores of those companies, if it 
·could only be made available for distribution 
.amongst the public. Here is the extract to 
which I refer-

" Mr. Hughes has perforce to admit 
that on the 3ht July last, the date chosen 
by himself, the average consumption and 
the swcks held worked out in the case 
of four chief lines of foodstuffs as 
follows:-

Beef 
Mutton 
Butter 
Cheese 

Stocks. 

33.000,000 
6.000,000 

854,000 
910,000 

Average 
Monthly 

Consumption. 
60,400,000 
36,000,000 
10,250,000 
1,500,000 

In other words, the stocks of beef would 
last a fortnight, mutton five days, butter 
two or three days. and cheese less than a 
fortnight. So much for the wonderful 
<'ornering, the a<'cusation of which has 
been the corner-stone in the edifice of the 
Labour argun1ent. '' 

'The corner-stone of their argument all along 
bas been that there has been a cornering of 
"butter and wheat and everything else, and 
yet it appear" that there has been no corner­
ing at all. Speaking on this subject, the 
~reasurer says-

" The shortage in fat cattle for the 
year, as compared with the previous 
year, is probably .about 40 per cent., and 
the shortage in the wool clip has also 
been considerable. The Imperial meat 
purchases from February to the end of 
July amount to £2.500,000, or £1,000,000 
short of the estimate, and it is probable 
that the killings fm the next year will be 
at least a further 40 per cent. short." 

I should like to point out that if it rains 
to-morrow, it will be six months before we 
have any cattle fit for killing, as far as 
'export is concerned. We may have a few 
cattle to meet our home consumption, but 
there will not be any number available for 
export purposes, so that it would have been 
honest on the part of the Government to have 
told the people that there is no chance of beef 
being made available here for another six 
months; and that when it is available it will 
not be equal to that which they had before the 
drought. It would have been far more 
honest for th0m to have done that, instead of 
pas.oing a Bill to enable the Gove-rnment to 
compulsorily acquire meatworks, and leading 
the people to believe that there was meat in 
stock but that it had been cornered. The 
Government should give the Imperial 
authorities notice th>:t they cannot expect to 
get any great quantrty of meat from Queens­
land Lefore the expiration of six months. 
With sheep it is different. When rain falls, 

it does not take sheep long to get into con­
dition. If we get rain very shortly, we shall 
soon have sheep ready for the market, and 
the people will have to rely on mutton, and 
do without beef. On many former occasions, 
when we have been passing through times of 
distress, the mining industry has come along 
and helped us out of our trouble. I hope 
that the same thing will happen at the pre­
sent time, and that capitalists will be offered 
inducements to invest their money in mining, 
so that the mining industry may relieve the 
unemployii)ent which prevails at the present 
time. I represent a district in which there 
is a mine· shut down for want of a railway­
the Silverspur-and I hope that the Govern­
ment will see fit to construct that railway, 
not simply for the sake of providing the 
district with a railway, but rather for the 
sake of opening up that mine and giving 
employment to a lot of men. At the pre­
sent trme the township is practically de­
serted, but if the railwav were built it 
would be a going concern .• I remember that 
when .the last Financial Statement was under 
discussion, the then leader of the Opnosi­
tion-the present Premier-said that a 
Federal Bank would be a great advantage 
to Queensland as far as its finances are 
concerned. I do not know what good the 
Federal Bank would be to us, as far as our 
finances are concerned. If we gave them a 
sovereign they gave us £4 in notes. The 
late Government accumulated hundreds of 
thomands of pounds in gold, and before thev 
left office they asked for the requisite quan­
tity of notes, but could not get them. 

Hon. J .• \. FIHELLY: Mr. Cook made that 
promise, you know. 

Mr. G"G:'fN: 1'he present Premier boasted 
very much about the benefit of a Federal 
Bank to the State. We ha\e" a Federal 
Bank; and I ask: \Vhat good is it to the 
State? 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: It was the onlv bank 
except the Bank of England, that did not 
close down in England when the war broke 
out. 

Mr. GUNN: That mav be so but that 
does not prove that the bimk is a' benefit to 
Queensland. The assets of the Common­
wealth Bank arc somewhere about 
£16,000,000, but there are only £2,147,000 
invested in industries in the country. What 
are they doing with their money? It appears 
that they have at short call in London a sum 
of £2,840,000. That is all right, no doubt. 
'l'hey have £568,000 in Australian Common­
wealth notes, £:4,418,000 in coin, bullion, 
and :cash balances ; £5,479,000 in British, 
coloma!, and Government securities ; and 
£906,000 at fixed deposit in other banks. 
You do not have to put money into 
the Commonwealth Bank in order that 
it may deposit that money in private 
banks. Other assets are £2 147 000 bills 
discounted, loans and advances' to ~ustomers 
and other sums due to the bank. That i~ 
really legitimate banking business. What I 
advocated ~n connection with the Common· 
wealth Bank was that it should look after 
the banking business of the different States 
-that is, floating their loans and taking 
care of the moneys they have at current 
account. But when that institution entered 
into competition with the States and took 
away some of the Savings Bank busine~s of 
the States, I could see no justification or 
excuse for their action. There is plenty of 
room for the Commonwealth Bank, but it 

Mr. Gunn.] 
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oversteps its usefulness when it comes into 
competition with the State Savings Banks, 
which means that people have to pay for 
the maintenance of two sets of offices and 
officers instead of one set. About shipping 
and marine I do not know anything, and I 
shall pass by that item. Then we come to 
the question of fish supply. This seems to 
be a fishy Government. It has been all fish 
up to the present. The only food the people 
in Queensland are going to receive is fish. 
Fish may be all very well for Brisbane, but 
the people in my electorate never see any 
fish from the coastal district. I have always 
said that we ;hould abolish the Fish Board, 
and aboli.sh all restrictions on the catching 
and sale of flsh. If we had none of these 
restrictions, anybody who was out of a job 
could go down to the bay, catch fish, and sell 
them there, or if they could not sell them 
there, bring them up to the city, so that the 
people of Brisbane might get fresh fish. The 
best inspector you can have with regard to 
fish is your own nose. (Laughter.) What 
is done by all our highly-paid fish inspec­
tors? 'fhey see that fish is put on ice, and, 
after a lot of red tape is passed through, 
the fish is sent to some shop for distribution 
to the people. It would be far better if you 
did away with all the Fish Acts and allowed 

pecple to catch fish where they 
[5.30 p.m.) like, and sell it where they like. 

I notice that there is no refer­
ence in the Financial Statement to bears 
and opossums. They are very important 
animals, and should be worth a lot to Queens­
land'. When I was sitting on the Govern­
ment side of the House I was one of those 
who advocated a close season for native 
bears and opossums, and I did so because, 
at that time, we were prosperous, and I 
thought it would be a very good thing to 
have bear skins and opossum skins to fall 
back upon in times of stress when people 
are in want of employment. Since the 
Labour Government has been in power, you 
have had open season, and people have been 
allowed to kill the bears all over Queens· 
land until their skins have become a drug 
on the market. 

Hon. J. A. FmELLY: How can skins be a 
drug? 

Mr. GUNN: I know one man who had 
150,000 opossum skins stowed away in one 
place, and he could not get rid of them at 
all for a long time, although in the last 
week or two I believe he got rid of them. 
It would be better to protect opossums until 
such times as there is a deman.f for their 
skins. 

Mr. COOPER: Don't you believe in the 
indiscriminate catching of 'possums? 

Mr. GUNN: No. 
Mr. COOPER : Y au believe iri indiscriminate 

catching of fish. Why don't you be con­
sistent? 

Mr. GUNN: I believe that the open season 
for 'possums and bears ought to be declared 
in different districts at different times. The 
season should first be closed, and then where 
there is a surplus of bears and 'possums, that 
district could be declared to be open. Han. 
members seem to think that I talk about the 
bears and 'possums for the fun of the thing, 
but I am quite serious, I can asure you. 
If you are going to exterminate them you 
are not going to do a good thing for Queens­
land. They live on the eucalyptus, which 
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otherwise would go to waste. I feel very 
sorry for our nati_ve bears. \Vha_t crim<> 
did they ever comm1t? They !lever mterfer<> 
with anybody. The_ shooter lulls the mo~her 
for the skin and brmgs the young bear mto 
town for sale. The girls take compassion 
on them and carry them about the streets, 
and in ~ few days they pine away and die. 
It is a cruel thing altogether, and the native 
bc·ars should be protected. Coming in from 
Goondiwindi we used to take turns at 
counting the native bears on either ride 
of the roa.d, and the one who counted the 
fewest had to "shout." I remember on one 
day I counted 150 native bears. Now you 
can hardlv find a bear in the whole district. 
I notice that it says in the Statement with 
regard to railways-

" The railway revenue for this year 
is anticipated to. exceed the actual re­
ceipts for last year by £157,930. This 
improved position is brought about by 
certain sma.ll increases in freights and 
adjustments in fares. The return fares 
have been abolished, and the single fares. 
have been reduced bv 4 per cent. This 
does not apply to fares and season tickets 
in the suburban areas, or to workmen's 

weekly tickets." 

I see that the Treasurer says that the 
increases in freights are small. I think 
when there are increases put into force 'l just 
method should be adopted. Why should tho 
city people and those living in the big­
centres be exempt? It is only taxing the· 
unfortunate country people. The towns­
people get out of it every time. 

The TREASURER: Surely you would not. 
add it on to the workmen's tickets? 

Mr. GlJNN: It is not right to put every­
thing on to the unfortunate farmer. I notice­
that in "Hansard," volume cxiv., for 1913, 
page 60, Mr. Hunter has the following to 
say:-

" That, in the opinion of this House, 
the freight charges on the Queensland 
Government raihvays are excessive, and 
require readjustment on long-distance· 
rates, with a view to a general reduction, 
for the following reasons:-

" 1. They are inimical to the best 
interests of tho man on the land ; 

" 2. They retard closer settlement in 
the interior; and 

" 3. Are a serious ha.ndicap to that 
development work so essential to the­
progress and prosperity of the State." 

Mr. STOPFORD : How did you vote on that 
question? (Government laughter.) 

Mr. GUNN: Mr. Hunter talked about 
going in for a reduction in freights then. 

The TREASURER : And you opposed it. 

Mr. GUNN: What are you doing now? 
Y au are increasing the freights. When Mr. 
Hunter proposed that motion in 1913 it was' 
seconded by Mr. Gillies, who advocated a 
reduction in the timber rate. What has 
the han. member for Eacham got. to say 
about the timber rate now that it is pro­
posed to increase them by 20 per cent. ? 

Mr. APPEL : He is silent on that. 

Mr. GUNN: Why has the han. member· 
for Eacham somersaulted on this question? 
And why has the Minister for Lands g-one-



Supply, [19 OCTOBER,] Supply. 1377 

back on his professed principles? The 
Minister for Lands used to bring forward 
this motion year after year on Thursday 
afternoons. I do not believe in a reduction 
of freights myself, but I am pointing out 
that people who did believe in it when they 
·were sitting on this side put on an increase 
of 20 per cent. as soon as they get over there. 
Where is the consistency in that ? 'rhere is 
no consistenc,· about it at all. Then we bavo 
the Sceretary for Public Instruction, Mr. 
Hardacre. In ·'I-T ansard" for 1913, page 
1391, we have the hon. gentleman speaking 
as follows :-

" It is lamentable thing that the 
Commissioner should advise the Govern­
ment to raise the railway freights, as 
,;uc:h action on their part would injuri­
ously affect the pro<;lucers of. Queeneland. 
\Yhat surprises me is that the Farmer's 
party iu this Chamber should not make 
any eomment on statements of that kind, 
and that they should actually sunport a 
Government which supports a Commis­
sioner for Railwavs who makes such a 
propo-·al." · 

The SECRETARY FOR f'CllLIC IXSTRGCTION: 
Our increae1cs v. dl not fall up"n the pro­
ducer. 

Mr. GUNK: You have gone back on all 
yon said hefon• about it, '" will be found 
in " Hansard." \Vhen tho pre<,ent Govern­
ment camo into power they ou!:rht to have 
commandeered tho whole of " Hansard " 
and burnt it. In rPadimr throuc:h "Han­
sard n I noti('o that h~ll. mor~bers no•v 
sitting opposite were a.nnoved with the 
Liberal Government wlwn they put the land 
revcnne to p;enPral rpvonne account and 
they said it ought to ha;e gono to th~ sink­
mg flmcl. Thee' also Fetid that if ever they 
get mto office that that revenue did not go 
to son era] revenue. .0':' page 1327 of volume 
cxu., the Jll'<'SC'nt lVltmstor for Lands said--

" \Vhat I contend is that the proceeds 
of sales of ];mel. the money. received as 
port payment for land, wh1eh is beinrr 
alienated, should not go to rever.~uo aC"­
count." 

What has happened to that hon. gentle­
man? 'I'hon. on page 1408, in " Hansard " 
for 1913, '":'e find that Mr. Ryan, speakinr;· on 
the aueshon that the sales of selections 
~hould not go to revenU(l, made the follow­
mg statement-

" It has been n1entioned rvcrv vcar 
but I particular.:Iy wish to point out'her~ 
now, whether It has been the practice 
for years or not, it is a practice that 
should be stopped, and we should not 
have a. .curplus put forth to the people 
of QueL·nsland from the sale of assets." 

What has ha ppenod to the Premier now? 
All their beliefs and theories have gone b~ 
the board. I think if I had been in thei'r 
pl'!:_ce, I would have tried to cook the 
accounts somehow or another, and make it 
:>PPear that the land revenue did not go 
mto general revenue. 

The TREAsrm:R: Did you say you would 
cook the accounts Y 

Mr. GU~N: Yes, if I were in your place. 
The TREASURER : You are worse than the 

hon. member for Murrumba.. 

Mr. GUN:'\: I notice that this Statement 
says-

" In the Home Secretary's Department 
the expenditure for this year is ex-
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pected to exceed the actual disburse­
ments for last year by £31,000. 'l'his 
is accounted for by the general expan­
sion in the affairs of the State and the in­
creased population necessitating in­
ui·ea.sed expenditure on police, prisons, 
health, hospitals, asylums, and cha.rit-

- able institutions, etc." 

\Ve were always told that if the Labour 
party got into power there would be no 
need for any pohce, and we would have no 
need for prisons. \V e WNe frequently told 
that we batoned people and made them dis­
orderly on purpoile to put them in prison. 
;\lotwithstanding the fact that the Labour 
party are in power, I do not think we are 
any more likely to get into gaol than we 
were last year or any other year. I do 
not know wbether the;: think that a. lot of 
·:he young men who aro going away to 
fight our battles in Gailipoli requir0 more 
police protection. I sowed a few wild oats. 
myself when I was young-(la.ughter)-and 
I do not think that there is any more need 
for police for the,,e young men than there 
•,, as at any other time. 'l'he,': will be under 
the control of tho militar. authoriti''' at 
Enog,<:era and also at Gallip~li. so wo cannot 
e:<:JW't tlw Govc':nment to want any more 
police for them. It might be that the Go­
vcrmncnt think that bc'c:wse of the intro­
duction of their new laws that they expect 
th? pcc,plo to robd again• t them and they 
might have to put them m gaol. There is 
no other reason for it. I notice that the 
StntPILJ.ent savs there is an increase in the 
Min?s Department for pro• pectin-iS· Pms­
pectmg IS <1ll very ''ell, but my experience 
Is that those people who are subsidised by 
the, Government to g-o prospecting are not 
of much ac'count. Th" Government get rid 
of mono:.' all right. bt't those who got the 
n1onoLt- ne....-or found any n1ine. I consider 
t\Ja_t a Yote for prospecting is a vote to sub­
sHlme loafers. 

:\Ir. STOPTORD: Have von ever hoard who 
found G-yml)ie '? It vva,:, Lu. working man w-ho 
found it. 

Mr. GUX:'-1: He was not vubsidisPd, anv­
h'lw. I see there is a. reference to an in:Jrease 
to the lower-paid public sen-ants. I am glad 
1ho lo,,·er-paid GoveJ:·nine!lt servants have 
got their increa>.es. I am sorry that the 
Government did not see their way to in­
crease the an1ounts pai·d to thv vo'omen gate­
keepers on th:· I ail11 a;, s. S<nne of them get 
2,, 6d. a week and some 5s. per week. I 
have alwa•. s advocated an increased navment 
for those L gatcln cpers. This incre~~sii1g of 
W8~os is a. very difficult thing to get over. 
It 1s like the newchum who started to make 
some johnny cake for me. I gave .him the 
flour and he put too much "·ater with it 
then he put too much flour, and then to~ 
nwch "atcr, and when he put it on the fire 
it ran into the ashes like -:t pancake and 
would not- cook at alL (Laughter.) The 
inf'rc:-tse in ·wages i\ just the 5an1e. If an 
industry is only producing a certain .amount 
and thB wages arc increasPd, then you rr1ight 
i~1creaso them too much altogether. He in­
creased the price of bread, end so it goes orr 
until the thing is spoiled. I am afra.id that 
the increased cost of commodities is going 
to be so great that we will not b,, able to 
compete with any other part of the world, 
unless it is in Australia, and then we wilt 
have to be protected with a very high tariff. 
There is anothcr rlass of men T w0uld like 
to say a word in favour of, and that is the• 
night officers and the station-masters. I am 

Mr. Gunn.] 
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informed that night officers get £130 a year 
tv start, and they get increases at the rate 
of about £10 a year until they get £150 a 
;year. They ~o not get -any more until they 
become statwn-masters, and, when -they 
become station-m«sters, they suffer a reduc­
tion of £20, because they get the use of ·a 
honse with fire and lighting. So there is 
no great joy in being a night offioor •Or a 
station-master. That illustration that I gave 
with regard to johnnv cakes comes in here 
.again. If you increase the rates of the men 
.on construction works, you will have to in­
·-crease the pay of the night officers and 
·station-masters, and there will be many 
-others who will have to be increased, and 
that is where I fall foul of nationaliootion. 
-Of course, nationalisation in regard to the 
railways is the proper thing, but it is far 
better to have the industries managed by 
private individuals, and then if you have 3. 
.factory and it does not pay, you can close 
it up. All Governments fall foul of the 
public servants. Our downfall was a result 
<Jf having ~o many public servants that we 
could not pleaRe them all. The present Go­
vernment will not be able to please all the 
public servants either, and tl1ev will r-ise up 
in their wrath and turn them 'out, the samo 
as they did us. You can see ·' the writing 
on the wall " already. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: \Vould you take the 
vot<:> away from the public sorYants? 

Mr. GUN:N: Ko, but I would not have 
:00 rnany public servants to haYe a vote. 
Take tho railway to Silverspur; the mine­
·owner;, in that district offered to build that 
railway out of th0ir own pockets, and it 
would have been a good thing if the Go­
vernment had allowed 1them to build their 
own line. The Sta.tement goes on-

'' T "'"king all circuiu::sLcuwe::s inlu .ae­
C'Oun~, I· .th~nk the State i's to be 
congratulated on finding itself, in spite 
of war and dry :-:easons, in a position to 
make ends meet." 

And so on. I say " in spite of the Labour 
party and dry seabons," and so on. It is 
not tho war at all. Tho war :has been a 
blessing to Queensland. Look -at the Federal 
capital that has been spent in and around 
Brisbane. The people have got the benefit 
of. all that expenditure, and yet the Govern­
ment blame the war for our financial difficul­
ties. The war had nothing to do with that 
part of our· d lfllculties. Of course, in regard 
to borrowing, cbe war has had a lot to do 
with our difficulties, but the war has had 
nothing to do with the actual prosperity of 
the country; it is the result of the drought 
.and the Labour party. I sometimes read 
"" little . Labour pltmphlet issued by the 
Trades Hall, and I often get a little infor­
mation from it. 'Ihat little red book says-

" There is no more aggressive move­
ment on earth than the Labour move­
ment, yet at the same time there is not 
one more conei!iatorv. It storms the 
cita,dels of capitalism" with the sword in 
one hand and in the other the olive 
branch." 

1 don't know what '' holding out the olive 
branch" means. Many people say, "You 
don't want capital," but I think capital is 
necessary in a young country like this, as its 
expenditure is of benefit to all concerned. 
The Government party have cartoons in the 
"'Worker" blaokguarding the "fat man," 
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and then, when you get into financial diffi­
culties, you ask the " fat man " to lend you 
money. You abuse the capitalist up hill 
and down dale all vour lives, and now you 
como along and say,"" ~'o want to get money 
to fight out battles at the other end, and 
we want to get money to build railways­
not because we \\ant railways, but because 
we want to keep our men in work." "What 
is the good of abusing the man with oapital? 
He is only asked to place his money in the 
bank, and when he puts it in the bank, you 
think if you take it away from the bank you 
have got that money and you are going to 
do better with it than he can. You don't. 
You only spend it on fish markets and things 
of that sort. If that money is left in the 
bank, the selector will borrow it and put it 
to far better use than the Government. If 
vou persecute the capitalists, the result will 
be that thev will leaYe Australia, and you 
will be loft "here onlv the A'~stralian \Vork" 
ers' L'nion .and the" fish markets. (Bear, 
hear !) I know one of three brothers who 
sold out his interest in a big estate in Vic­
toria. He had £100,000, and was on the 
verge of investing it in Queensland, but he 
said, " I will wait and see the result of these 
Labour laws." He waited, and then he went 
to South Afri-ca. Then there is another firm 
who had £300,000 to inyest. This firm were 
woolbuvers in London. and they made 
£300,0o'O, and they intended to in.;:ed that 
money here ; but when they heard of all these 
.ocialistic la\n. ttev decided to im-est tho 
moneY in the ·war 'loan in England. 'l'o­
Jav 'I met a maT:t who came from New 
Ze~land a few years ago and purchased a 
property on the Darling Downs. I said, 
" 'Where arc you going·~" He cmid, .. I am 
full up of Queensland; I am going back to 
Nev~~ z,,aland." He said, "\Yhen I \Vas in 
K ow Zealand, we had socialistic laws pas>ed 
there, and I came oYer to Quc~nslanC!, but 
our socialistic laws over there are nothing 
as bad as they are here. I am glad to say 
they found the fallacy of the socialisti-c laws 
in Kew Zealand, and I am going back, and 
I am going to take all the money I got out 
of my £25,000 back to Kcw Zealand." He 
lost part of it here. Then a lady got £5,000 
out of an investm<:'nt, and she was going to 
invest it in Queensland, and when she found 
the GoYernment are commandeering every­
thing, she said, '• I will send it home and 
invest it in the war loan," and she did. 'I'his 
is the sword that you are holding over the 
capitalist and over the man who has accumu­
lated money by any means :-1, a progressive 
land tax; 2, force farmers to sell produce 
to Government at less than world's value; 
3, breaking an agreement entered into with 
pastoral leases ns to annual rents; 4, making 
capitalist hire his labour only through trades 
union officials and only to employ unionists; 
5, prevent farmers sending their produce out 
of the State so that they may secure the 
world's value for their labour, while allow­
ing workers to sell their labour in the 
world's market; 6, making union ')rgnnisers 
honor-ary inspectors and informers; 7, allow­
ing municipal workers to levy rates on land­
owners (although pot paying rates them­
selves), such rates to be spent in finding jobs 
for workers; 8, a progressive income tax; 
9, probate duty increased. You don't give 
him the privilege of leaving his money to 
his own offspring. \Vhy, it does not even 
pay to die in Queer.sland. (Laughter.) 
'.rhen, as regards the olive branch, thw>e are 
the inducements you are holding out:-
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1, to allow the capitalist free air; 2, to 
.allow the capitalist to live; 3, to allow the 

. J:"apitalist to vote for a member of Parlia-
ment that floats the Union Jack over it, but 
not the Parliament that floats the red flag; 
4, to allow the capitalist to subscribe to a!l 
Labour union funds; 5, to allow the capi­
talist to spend his money and his life in 
defending the homes and liberty of the 
Empire; 6, to not compel the capitalist to 
marry his favourite daughter to a .Labour 
organism:. I am in earnest in this matte_r. 

I have no " down " on the Labour p<trty m 
any shape or form, but I think they are 
making a mistake. If they think they are 
1;oing to commandeer this and commandeer 
that, and at the same time· iwep capital in 
·Queensland, they arc making a mistake. 
There is no chance of getting capital in­
vested here until we have a C'hange of 
policy, and that change of policy will not 
come about by anything that we do, but by 
the people who put the present Government 
in power not very long ago. They went in 
·on the cry of "Cheap bread, cheap butter, 
nnd cheep beef." Three B's-brcad, beef, 
and butter ; and the people are now asking 
where is the cheap bread. cheap beef, and 

.. cheap butter. 
:\tr. CoLLINS: Do you want to see cheap 

butter? 
Mr. Gl'XN: Yos, I do want to sec cheap 

butter. I should like to point out that when 
the present Treasurer was in 

[7 p.m.] opposition, accordinG to ·' Han­
sard " for 1912. pago 243, he 

.<aid-
" \Yo could build our railways out of 

revenue if our tax0s ·were properly 
adju,.teu." 

I take it that the· Treasurer is pushing ahead 
,vith the present policy of the Goyc-rnmEnt 
··O that he ma,- adjust taxes and b' abie 

, .. J build railways "ithout bonowing. If he 
can do that he i• .. a .-erv clever man. but 
I do not know how he is going to do it. 
I think he will ha.-e to borrow monev to 
build railways. I never objected to bo1Tow 
money for the building of raibmys which 
•·cill pay intere··t on the money expended, 
as that is quite a wund investment, but the 
Treasurer docs obje."t to that, and says we 
should build railways out of revenue. 

An HON01IRABLE i\1E1IBER: Not now. 

:Mr. GUNN: Not now; but he ought to 
be consistent. \Vhen members are in opposi­
tion they make all sorts of statemen:ts and 
issue promi<;:sory-notes, a3 it \Vcre, and \vhon 
those promissory-notes fall duE' they should 
be in a position to honour them. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: \Vhat about rPady­
ma·de farms? 

:Mr. GUNN: It is a very good idea to 
provide ready-made farms. I notice also 
that we are going to have increased railway 
rates, a land tax, and taxation of all sorts 
on the producers in tho country, while the 
men in the big cities are getting off practi­
caJly scot-free. If I were Treasurer I would 
look round for some other sources of revenue. 
For instance, we have private racecour"es, 
which could be exploited to a greater ex­
tent than they are· exploited by thA present 
Government. I do not see why private 
people should come he:re and make a lot of 
money out of rac"courwo, and then take 
that money to thE! Southern States. Again, 
while I do not wish that everybody should 
go about crying, I think that people who can 

afford to patronise picture shows and other 
sorts of theatrical amusements could very 
well pav a t.ax on each ticket they purchase 
so as t; assist the revenue of the S~ate. I 
notice, further, that the Govc•rnrnent are 
going in for quite a number of new appoint­
ments-inspectors of this and insp-ectors of 
that. In fact, the inspector pest is getting 
worse than the rabbit pest; you cannot turn 
a street corner without meeting an inspector 
of some sort or another. I do not see 
much utility in experts either. The Govern· 
ment are bringing another expert hero, in the 
shape of Miss \Villis, to organise teaching in 
domestic economy. That might be all very 
well if food were plentiful and cheap, but . 
evervbodv in thl' State is economising as 
much as· possible at the present time, and 
we could have done without such an expert 
at this juncture. Indeed, there are many 
thing; that we could do without at the 
present time. For instance, there are the 
Brisbane sewerage works, which will cost 
a tremendous amount of money. They will 
certain!v give work to a number of men, 
but all· that money is being spPnt in Bris­
bane. The city has gone on irom its birth 
until the present time without a sewerage 
system, and it could V<'ry well do without· 
it. for some time le>nger, and the money 
which i•; being sp•·nt upon those worJ::s 
might be cxpend('d to greater advantage m 
building railY ays which would koep mine' 
working. \Yhen this party were on the 
oppo>ite side of tho Home, we wore told 
that we were a Que en·streu Government. I 
should like to know "·here thn Qucen"'·treet 
Government is now. Everything that is done 
JJv the present Government is ·dono in the 
iJ;tnP't of Queen street and of the big cities. 
I know that the prc,ent iS a very diotressful 
time, but it should not be forgotten that the 
Federal Govci·nment are bearing the whole 
cm:t of the \':ar, for \vhich tho~r are taxing· 
the pecplG of Au,tralia, and that the State 
Government a·e not troubled about ~he war 
but have sir::1ply to attend to their own 
finances. ,.\t a time like the present, the 
best thing the Government could do would be 
to p~ ,.o thuir Estimates a:~d then go into 
recec ,, and allow us to d'wot.o all our 
cne'rdos and wealth to tho production of 
c•onm1oditib ,,hich we can send to the other 
end of the world to help those who are 
fighting for m. If we cannot pmduce any­
thing ourselYcs, then we can go. to the front 
and fight. I am very glad to se'e that the 
Railway Department is manufacturing 
munitions, and I think it would be a good 
thing if private capital were used in the 
same way, with a view to bring this lament­
able war to an end as soon as possible. Any­
thing I can do to bring it to an end I 
shall willingly do. As far as my wealth is 
concerned-the drought has pretty well taken 
it all, but if any is left, the last penny 
can go to the defence of our country. But 
when the Government come along and tax 
me for the payment of the salaries of union 
organisers or inspectors I get my back up. 

The bell indicated that the han. member's 
time had expired. 

Mi·. H. L. HARTLEY (Fitzroy): I had 
hoped that, in view of the conditions in 
which we firid ourselves at the present time, 
han. members opposite might have made a 
new departure in the criticism levelled at 
the Financial Statement. But, instead of 
that, we have heard from them the same 
old cry against the taxation of people with 

Mr. H. L. Hartle1f·1 
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wealth; the> have no thought of anything 
except to save ::\o. 1 from taxation. I think 
the liovernment are to be congratulated on 
the way they haY<' face4 the financial posi­
tion as theY havc found It, and the courage­
one manner in which thtly haYe framed their 
Estin1:ttcs and intt~nd to push on as far as 
possible with rcprodtlctive ·,,·orko, '·.0 tlu:t 
the distress winch IS felt not only m this 
Stat£> aml the Empire. but practically over 
tln·r:-'-Ilfths of the \Yorld, rnay Le minimi"<ed 
as far as this Sta.te i". t onccrned. It is not 
the slightcPt Ui:.e of n1cmbers opposite criti­
cising the a~:tion of the Go' ernrncnt in mak­
ing the pro:i,ions they have made to meet 
the present r·mergc'ncy. \Ve have come into 
the heritage or aft<'rmath of fifty years of 
Libf'i'8 l go\"l'rlllHPnt, nn:-1 the: State lv"::;. be<"u 
so grom;d dmni dnrino; those !ifty years that 
the people have been practicJ.lly penalised as 
regards w,l.;,_:-c•s and other condition'::! to such an 
extPnt as to have reached the limit of endur­
anc". 'l'hc· hon. member for J'.lnrrurnba re­
ferred to tho drought of 1901 nd 19b2, and 
said that the then lio. ornmee1t imposed taxa­
tion. I would point out that they also went in 
fo1· a v ~rv drastic form of retrenchment which 
wa J vcr:y~ costly to Que{~nsland, an exan1ple 
which would not bo followecl by any ,,,me 
statesm<'n of the present day. At that time, 
on. Pve~y permanent n-a.)· throughout Queens­
land they retrenched m.: gang of lengths­
men in eYcry four, and "here men had to 
look after 1~ n1ilcs of l«ngth they gave them 
14 milc•s to look after, and dnimLd that, 
in doing that, they ,,~ll'e acting econ0111ically. 
But it was foolich economy, and it cost the 
State thousands of pounds to bring tlwi;· 
raihvays h~c:~ to th~·ir former stat0 of cffi~ 
eiPnc:. ::\ot only did the-,· do that; tlw-.· also 
eut do,vn the nu'n"!:Jpr of mr~chnnics and vari­
ous e::.!ginPcr'3 who "\Vf'TC' con~.:crned in the 
rcpa iring of and looking aftN the rolling­
scock. At no time in the hi·torv of the 
StatP was tlw rolling-slodc in such' a dilapi­
rl;.d.,,':l and dant;erous conditio:n as it \Yas 
aftr:· t~~P n'-~ .. !;in10 of that dav. I notjc,·' al~o 
that. in criticising this StoJPment, the hon. 
me1nbcr for "'\!nrrnmba referred to s:::veral 
of the dPpar'ments in which tJ.,, GoYcrnmcnt 
haYe fouud it ncc:cssar:v to pay highDr ·wages. 
It has not occm-rPd to hon. membcrs O]l)JO­
eite that "e haYe had to leYcl up the wages 
of neflrly all the public serv1mts of the 
State, particularly the raihvay men, ·who 
have been so miserably treated in the past, 
that there was wmethin'l" like 30 per cent. 
difference in Inany cnses bet·vt"DPn th<?ir wagt"3 
and the ruling wagEs in simil.'r industries 
ouhide the dep,,rtment. .._\g,tin, the han. 
member for 1\furrumba wants to know 
whether th, £16,000 cannot be saved by cut­
ting down the vote for the Immigrction De­
partment. It snrely must have escaped his 
attention that tho subsid;c to the shipping 
companies h:" to be paid _iust the same nm;, 
as it had previously, md that, although it is 
not right for us to bring male immigrants 
from the old countrv at the present time. 
it will be nec•·ssa"r,v for ns to bring some of 
the fPmale population to QuePnsland. \Yhat 
would be the go0d, then, of cutting clown 
the vot0 for the Immigration Department? 
If we srwed money in that way, it would 
cost '" double as much latc>r on. You have 
also the cry as to the moneY required f01· 
the Home Secretary's Dep~rtmPnt. The 
hon. member for Clfurrnmba "ants to know 
wh:·· that vote cannot be reduced. Surely 
hon. members' m<emoric' arc not so short 
that they fo!lilret thP Goorlna inquiry. That 

[J1r. H. L. Hartley. 

has b<>en an example of the economy of thf 
past Government. The people of Queens­
la.nd thrilled with siekemng horror at the 
revelations of the state of affairs of Goodna 
~'l.svlum at the pre,~nt time. 

Ifon. ,J. 'l'oLnE: The Home Secrduy said 
that evcrythir ;; y·as all 1ight the uther day. 

::\Ir. H. L. HARTLEY: 'l'he report shows 
that it \Vfll> ov ing to the QC'onomy of past 
GoYf'rnln(•nt,, a~'> they \Votlld . not. vc:tc tl~0 
rnone, rcc~llir,xl to put those rnstltntiOns _rn 
the s'tat•• of sanitation they should he _m. 
rrhcn, there is tho increase in C'onnocbon 
with the pavmenh to the natural mothers of 
State childi·cn. The natural mother ge·h 
the same amount as the foster-mother, and 
she ~eecl• it for the maintenance and up­
keep of lv•r own childr,en. The hon. mcm­
bN· for :\1urrnmba tlnnks that this Is a 
luxurv a.t the present time. Ther<· was no 
more' di.,gr 1ceful Act on th<; statut<:-book of 
Qucene;land than thRt whiCh enhtks the 
foster-muther to a greater amount of monr v 
for kc•cping chiluren than the natural mother. 

Hen .• J. TOL' IE: Is thPre no such thing as 
natural affection'? 

J\Ir. H. L. HARTLEY: From the tactic·­
of the past Gnnrnmcnt th_ey did not put 
anv vahH: on natural n.ffect1on, bee :tuse the 
n ,fnral n1othf~l' ·vas pcnalhcd to ~he extent 
nf half thP. r., ... 1onnt that \vas paid to th0 
fos. er moth< ·. 'l'hc )li'Dple of Qu•censland 
'\ill a:7n'r' that the Gov£.-rnm0nt ar., doing· 
the ri~·ht thing in increasing the ai,Iount to 
th<' nat>lral motlwr. 

J'Jr. J\._IR\:V_\~: rrhis is 0110 of the Qt~Ctsion~ 
,,~hen rhP Opposition for':';"(''~ the wido'"· 

:\h-. H. L. H . .:\RTLEY: Then the hon. 
member tolkC'd abont reducing tho amonr;t 
voted for the Eclur :ttion Department. \\ c 
know that tlw State tuichers are paid at a 
knYcr ratP of wages th!ln are the. tHaC'~1fr~ 
in anv oth(•r State In ... 4-ustraha. lht~ 
as:<i&! ailt teachers in the Education Depart­
Int'!lt, undl'l' ·Cw bc•nt<icent r{ s:·inlc P.pokcn of 
tn· hon. nH mb"rs opposite, '' ho have held 
the reins of office for fifty years, can; less 
afh:r ---~~Yen years' service t.han tho ordinary 
'Yorker C!l the> roarl. or the nuvvy on the 
raih"-n·¥' s, mul vet rc gr:' tter a1nount is ex­
pectuf of tlwm"! It is absurd to think that 
rcach0rs, •;-ho had to mould the characters 
of tlw children-so that in time they may 
become the managers of great commercial 
concern:3, engineers on our railwa~-s, and 
capr: ins of industry-are _paid less than th0 
ordinnrv hbourcr. This was the c:Ise, 
although nlf'ubers OIJJ?Ocite always held that 
brains eLould be paid more than brawn. 
Hon. mc•nbors opposite seemed to forge,t that 
all 0'lpital nme originally from the soil and 
oonld not be produced without labour. Those 
bon. members wished to get it at the ex­
penP.e nf \' 0rkm<?n every ti1no: a.nd always 
r ·Jnh,nd that the hnrden. should fall on th,, 
working peoplre. The whole burden of thb 
spc>ech of the hon. member for Murrumba 
1vas one advocatin~; drastic retrenehm<;nt. 
That is the only panacea that he could thmk 
of for :dl e.-ils. Ho doe;; not want to suffer 
himself, bnt to let someone else suffer. 
An>one with b•·ains at all knows that when 
votl have a falling expenditure, the lwst 
thing to do is to increase the output. The 
Government are wise at the present time in 
not allowing the great mass of unemp]oy<ed 
to '\O about the eountl"y without work and 
without money. and in taking steps to pro­
Yide reprodudive work. 

Hon. J. Tor.:um: They are allowing it. 
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1\Ir H. L. HARTLEY: At the pFcsent 
·: imo I admit there are many unemployed. 
but it n1ernbcrs opposite were on the Govern­
tnent bcmches there would be a great deal 
tnorc. The> Gon}rnlnPnt arP to be congratu­
btcd on their policy of pushing on with re­
productive work. \Ye are still building rail­
ways to give work. and. in tho ncar future, 
they will be bringing in revenue as well. 

Hon. J. TOL:IIIE: 'l'hev have not ,;tarted 
a new railvray sinee they havl=- been in 
flO"- cr. 

Mr. H. L. HARTLEY: I :hink vou are 
wrong. I was down at Enoggera tl1e other 
day, and I ww them shifting a lot of earth 
there. There were a lot of men employed 
there. and I think thPv wer<> building the 
railway from Enogg0ra to '!'errors Creek. 
The railway to Alton Downo would also have 
bPen started had it not been for the stupid 
clausC' nnder thC' Railways GnarantPe _\ct. 

Hon. J. 'l'oL:\!IE: You are going to knock 
that out. are you? 

. :\Ir. II. L .. HARTL~Y: :\Iemb0rs oppo­
slt<> had been m power tor fifty ycoars. and it 
never struck them that it was an economical 
idea for ;he' S':.e:1te to nwn its own coalmine. 

'They preferrNl that thP capitalist and share­
holdel· should r0ap a big revenue at the 

·;>xpensc of the country. 
Hon. ,) . Tc,L:\llE: \Yhat about '· Fi,h-oh"? 

::\Ir. H. L. HARTLEY: \Ye are at pre­
srnt more eoneerned looking after the shark 
industry. (Governm,.nt hughter.) J\Iembers 
oppo,1tc cr;v about a land tax, but it will 
eatch the land shark. Instead of holding on 
to gre-tt blocks of land that are paying 
only a small modicum of tax. it will be 
taxtd in proportion to the revenue thev are 
re;aping from it. The land tax ie goi;Jg to 
hn. thP n1an \Yho own·_:, rnil.r~ and rniles of 
'?ountr.·, adjoini!.lg ·~a ra.ih~~ay and never puts 
It to any usc, until the time comes wlwn he 
can farm th,, farm0r who wants that land. 
I am glad that a~ extra tax i~ going to be 
p;1t O~.l~nd. tha~•lS not proc~UCillf' anything. 
lh~ I n~aneral ~:::naten1cnt \Yrll grn'- general 
sahsfactwn to ~he groat mass of th<' pPople. 
Inst~ad of turdl'J' round and changing their 
opmwns. they .w1ll be glad tlw present Go­
vernment are m power. After reading the 
speech of the hon. member for :;\lurrumba 
and his adyocacy of drastic rPtrench: 
rnent o.f working men and public servants, 
they will be glad to have a Government in 
powee that is going to make it as easv as 
possible for the man with the small wag~. 

::\Ir. COLLIXS {lJowcO>): l do not intend 
bJ lc~t thi:~ voh· g·o throug-h without r;aying 
a few words on tlw policY of the Labour 
lH'!rty. The t\YO n1rn1hPrs o]JI)oslte wl1o have 
PpOkPll UecriPcl the land tax j1l'Oj10,,a)s of t}w 
Government. lYe han; h€arcl a lot about 
the poo1.~ faTil1{'l', but \Ye h.:: dllnard nothing: 
about t}le n1an ':·l~o owns~~ in Queen 
strc,'t awl other c1hc\ of this State. I ha\'C 
adYocatPd a land tax for a number of years 
and it is not going to hurt the farmer .,~t au: 
It is goi'lg to bring land not now cultivated 
into cultivation. That is one of the objedR 
of the tax as well a.; to brino- in revenue. 
We know that our l-and yalu~·s in Queens­
land ;,.ro nearly <.qual to our national <lebt. 
The money W<' have horro\ved from time· to 
time has added value to the land rrn<l o-ives 
an incr-l'ased valuP to it. ~lr. Knibbs i;;_ his 
figures for 1910, gives the unimproved value 
of land in QuePnsl.and at £49.797,830. In 

tlutt year the national -dd>t of Queensland 
was £44.613,197. \Ye han' all luelped to 
create theo·" :ar.d valuce. and that is what 
we propo,e to tak<' back in the sl,npc of 
tc•xation. \Ye ~1o not propcse to tak<' back 
the ·;d10k of the unimproye,d value. Lut we 
propose to tak<' back portion of it for the 
nsc of the State. \Vhat i;; wrong with that 
pronosal? \~ .... bat is \\Tong in thr- conununity 
takirw; back for their own usp th·at which the 
cornnlunity has created? 

Hon. J·. ToL:I!IE: Did the community get 
thPro before tho fa1·mer? 

:.VIr. COLLINS : En'ry intelligent person 
kno· • .-s that it is the community of Queens­
le.nd, the pPopl<' as a whole who Lorrowed 
£ '>0.000.000, who created thce land v'1lues in 
llrisbane. \V!ll the leader of the Opposition 
deny that? Do not all our railw<tys lead 
to Briebanc 9 

Hon. J. TOL:I!IE: Xo. some go into Bowen. 

:;\;lr. COLLINS: vYe hope yery ;;hartly to 
sc•c tho raihvav linked up from :Ylacka.y to 
Bm.-cn, and ":hen th<tt connection is made 
the whole of your );orth Gu<tst Railway will 

c·1·me to Brisbane. \Vill the 
[7.3lJ p.m.] leader of tlw Opposition say that 

when our rail" aYs all lead to 
Brisbane. that th0v do not inr~rea"" the value 
of land in and a;·onnd Brisbane? I£ there 
·,vas no communitv the kmd values would not 
bP so high as thP~T are at the lln_-~,0nt tin1e. 

Hon .• T. TOL11IE: \Vho crt>aterl the values 
at the l'roscrpin<' ~ 

::'vir. COLLI);S : The people in and around 
the ProscrpinP. and owinp; to the fact th:>l 
th0 StatP of Queensland bui1t a C)-1gar-nnll 
at the Pro-Npirw. I CUll sivc no better 
illust"ation than Batind<l. l wa' in the 
Yi<'~nit,· of Babinda \Yhcn tllC' GoYcrnn1ent 
wit.h .. ~hich the leader of t!J, OppoAition waB 
a,c,ociatc•d wa". heeitating. and JWOple were 
a bit alarmed in and aroLmd that district. I 
am satisfwd vou could lw ve honght land 
there at less t'!wn £5 an acn• \Y hen the Go­
vernJncnt vvPrf' h<.·~.itatin?;, but as soon as it 
v; as kno ~~; n th.at the GoveTnn1ent \Yere gojng 
to build a mill at Bo.hinda at a co:>t of 
£180,000, tlw land increased to £20 an acre 
for standing scrub. \Yhen that measure was 
"Din" thrmwh thio Chamber, thP Go.-Prnment 
1~1ad; 13. tni~take in not, f-irst of all aB a 
Sh,te, rHuming all the land for miles around 
Babinclr, and have takrn the increased value 
in the interests of the Sbte. (Hear, hear !) 
A' a result of building that mill at Babinda 
tclC increased value went into the pockets of 
a few JW!·ollR-the 1.230-aere. farmn, the 
1nan ·who .c11.1. not do any farrn~ng; the mnn 
who had been waiting for thr public of 
Queensland to cr0a'c• the yahw on his land. 
Fancv a. man with 1,280 acres uf land getting 
£2Q an aCT? for it in its Yirgin state! 

Mr. GILLIES: And calls himself a farnwr. 

11r. COLLIC\S: Who created that ya!ue? 
The people of Queensland o;t the o_nc• h-11nd, 
and the ;wopl0 in anc1 arounn. the null. Tlu;t 
is the .-ahw that >YC arP seckmg to tax. VV e 
do not seek to tax a man for his improve­
nwnb.. Some of our friends oppo·,ite. when 
on the public platform, try to make the 
farmer believe that we are out to tax nn­
JWOvemcmts. :::-;Jothinp; of the kind. Kow. we 
P0111~ to the 1nen "\Vho arc howling against 
our land tax propos<1ls. 'TllE's<e men, as .a. 
rule. do not cultivate a -single inch of sml. 
Th~y are thP mc•n \Yhn are so continually 

Mr. Collins.] 
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talking about the poor farmer, Iilw the han. 
member ~or :Murrumba, who nearly Bhed 
tears to-n1ght. 

Mr. CARTER: CroCDdilc tears. (Laughter.) 

~1r. COLLINS: But he did not mention 
7he fact that in. Brisbun{', tho "Courier" 
4 acre has an U!llmprc.JVed value of £36,500, 
and the purc.hasmg pnc,, wao, £85 10s. That 
is the figure paid to tho Crown in tho first 
imtance. Is it doing an injury to the 
farmer to tax that 4 acre? Hon. members 
opposite know full well that it iB compnnir•s 
liko Hw ''Courier" 'vho .arc continually talk­
ing about the poor farn1cr-the ·poor f[trmcr l 
I wi3h there were farmers as well off as the 
people who o>vn that 4 aero in Queen street. 
Arc wn g~ing to hurt anyone by taxing that 
land? 1\ Ill the farmers on the Darling 
Do,Yt:s hasp to pay more to the "Courier" 
for their newspapPr • 

Mr. BEBBINGTO!': He has to pay a ]and 
tax. 

Mr. COLLINS: Certainlv, he will have 
to .Pay a land tax if he has over £300 of 
ummproved valuP. lf the han. member has 

1 
taken the trouble to look up the figures, 
he will find that the improvements come to 
tJ:le same amount as the unimproved value 
right throughout Queensland. Therefore, if 
i1 farmer has a farm that is worth £600-that 
i.;; improvcrnents and unin1proved yalue-he 
will pay no tax at all. 

:!VIr. BEBBI!'GTOX: \Vhat sort of a farm 
io that'! 

Mr. Gn.LIES : A good farm. 

Mr. COLLINS: I claim that the average 
farmer is not going to be affected at all by 
this tax. 

Mr. BEBBINGTOX : Then YOU know nothing 
about it. · 

Mr. COLLINS : I do know something about 
it, but tlw han. member for Dravton does 
not know as much a.bout it as he 'ought to. 
He oug·ht to tell them that the Labour party 
p~oposes to tax Queen street properties. I 
will now quote another Queen street pro­
pert}·-that of the Queemland National 
Bank .. Thc>y have 2 roods 28 per~hes, and 
the ummproved value is only £66,000. Those 
are the poor farmers whom we are going 
to hm~t .. I have no. doubt that the Qu<?ens­
IBnd ~o.bonal Bank IS opposed to the Labour 
party s land tax propcsalc, and I have no 
doubt that. the " Brisbane Courier" is also 
opposed to the tax. Then we have the 
" Tclc>;-;rap~ "-1 rood 32 perches_:_and we 
find the ummproved Yaluc of that is £24,400. 
Docs thr> hon. member for Drayton trouble 
about th ''Telegraph? " ThEm we have 
~'inney, Ieles--1 rood 26 perches-and the un­
ImproYocl value £27,980. 

Mr. CoRSER interjected. 

Mr. COLLINS : There is the hon. member 
~or ~urn.ctt interj•,cting again. He is always 
mterJec~ml!'. I wn~ure to sa:c that there 'is 
not a sm•cle farm m thB Burnett electorate 
worth £27,98(1. Neither has the han. rnembe1 

for Drayton got a farm in his electorate worth 
that an:ou:qt. I have just mentioned four 
properties m Queen street. but those are 
not the on!:- properties in and around Bris­
bane that have large values. There are 
v~lua~le prop0rtics in Toowoomba, in Towns­
n,Je, m Bowen. and in Cairns. 

:Mr. CORSER: Don't the local authoritieB 
tax them? 

ptr. GolMns. 

Mr. COLLI:\;S: Yon don't think I am so· 
simple as not to know that. Han. members 
opposite support a local authorities unim­
proved hnd tax. but denounce it for State 
purposes. 

Mr. BEBillNGTO!': \Vhy should we give you 
money to spend? 

Mr. COLLINS: \Ve are going to spend 
money in the right direction, while you 
people in the pa "t sp<mt it in the wrong 
direct;on. If I remember rightly, Queens­
land is the onlv State in the Commonwealth 
th<Jt has not ·got a land tax-Queensland, 
with its enormous land value. 

Hon. J. TOL)HE: Is that a reason why it 
should be taxed; 

Mr. COLLIXS: The main reason why land 
should be taxed is to bring it into use. 
\Vill the hon. gentleman tell me that I :1avo 
not seen the curse of land monopoly in 
Queensland'! All I have to do is to look out 
of the carriago window while travelling be­
tween Brisban" and Gymp1e every week. 
\Vill anyone say that there is no land mono· 
poly there? We are continually talking about 
the State not making the progress it ought 
to main'. How can tho State make progress 
when the lands of the State are in posses3ion 
of big monopolists? A man may be a big 
monopolist if he owns 1,000 acres within 
20 miles of Brisbane, whereas he would not 
be a monopolist at all if he owned 10,000 
acrE'< round about Thylungra. It is for· 
that reason that we ha vo been advocating a 
land tax for years. \Vill han. members say 
that the Federal land tax has not done good? 
Will they denv that it has been the means 
of bursting up 'large estates? It may be that 
i~ has not burst them up as 'nuch as we would 
)Ike. 

Mr. BEBBI!'GTON: Very little. 

Mr. COLLINS : If that tax has not done 
it. ours will, because we commence at £300. 
(Hear, hear c) Hon. members know as well 
as I do that the tax is not going to be a 
heavy onP, as the TrPasurcr only estimates 
that it will bring in £165,000. 

Mr. BEBBI)(GTOX: That is only the thin 
edge of the "·edge. 

Mr. COLLIXS: I am satislled that the 
farmers in my eh'ctomte-that is, after I 
have oxplained the land tax to th<?m at 
length aul gmw into all the details-will be 
thorom;hly convineed that we are doing the 
~·ight thing. For yeal''• I have been advocat­
mg a. lane! tax. I bcli0ve in a land tax, 
and I am satis'lcd that it is not. going to 
eru .. h the. farmer. It is going to strengthen 
the pos1tlon of thE' farmpr. The reason our 
friends oppo•ite w0re able to score against 
m m th" past was o·,·ing to their misrc>pre­
RPntation oi our land tax proposals·. r.rhey 
told th" peopl'l:l at the last 0lection that, if 
VI'P \Vcre rpturned to po\", er, "\v~ would put on 
a hnrl tax: but. they could not frighten 
th0m. b0cause the_,. told tlwm that many 
stories bc·fore that thev did not b0lieve them. 
The:· han> sr<'li what' the FNieral land tax 
has done: they havo sNm that. owing to 
tlw fa0t that thf' Labour party httvc imposed 
a laPd tax. the . .- have been able to provide 
for tlw ddenee of the Commo~wealth. Who 
has a better right to pny for the defence of' 
the couutrv than those who own land, and 
whose land has had a value given to it b;,· 
the community? I claim that the land tax, 
to be the succc~s that I anticipate it will be,. 
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will not be altogether revenue producing. 
'\V e all look forward to the time-at least, 
I do-when men, instead of cultivating land 
on shares, which they are doing in Queens­
land to-day; when men, instead of paying 
royalty for lhe right to grow cane as they 
are doing in Queensland to-day, especially 
in the :Jiackay distric", will have land of 
their own. 

;\Ir. BEBBINGTOX : Is it paying them? 

Mr. COLLI2'-IS : I should like to point out 
that, wnen farmers pay ls. per ton, and in 
eome cases ls. 6d. per ton, royalty for the 
right to grow cane, and they have a crop of 
20 tons to the acre, that means that, where 
the price is ls. per ton, they are paying the 
landlord £1 por acre for the usc of his land. 
and where the price is 1s. 6d. per ten, a 
rent of :Sl lOs. per acre. What our land 
tax will do when it comes into operation will 
be this: it will bring into use land 
which is not at present cultivated, and will 
enable men who are at present cultivating 
land on shares to become the owners of 
that land. 'I'hat is what we are seeking to 
bring about. Fancy men being willing to 
pay £1 an acre to a landlord for the use 
of land in a country like Queensland ! Dur­
ing this session we have heard a lot about 
freedom, British liberty, and the rights of 
Britishers. It seems to me that alreadv in 
this young State, owing to the land system 
we have in operaion, there are a large num­
ber of Britishers who have to pay rent to 
the private landlord for the right to live. I 
remember attending a conference at Mackav 
in 1912 between representatives of the Au~­
tralian Workers' Union and the canegrowers, 
and that the president of the Farmers' Asso­
siation on that occasion stated that 75 per 
cent. of the cancgrowers were pa:ving royalty. 
I take that statement as being correct, and I 
say that, if it is correct, that is a scandalous 
state of things to exist in a young State 
like Queensland. ·what surprises me is that, 
in the twentieth centm-y, I should find men 
who are willing to uphold the private land­
lord as against the State. I am satisfied 
that, as time rolls on and this land tax 
gets into operatioi1, and the farmers see how 
it works. there will be very few farmers' 
reprPsentatives sitting on that side of the 
House. bec;ausc we arp going to give land 
to the farm0r and to the farmers' sons. 

::'11r. BEBDIXGTOX : Somebody else's land. 

Mr. COLLI~S: I have seen the effects of 
landlordism. right throughout the State of 
Que0nsland. Within 3 milPs of the ;\Iouril­
yan Sugar-mill. on the ,JohnstonE' River, 
I h~Vl' seen acrf:V' of rich scrub lands in 
their virc-in ·;,tate, \vhile n1e11 <n·e caltivutin0" 
Janel ancr gTowing canp 10 miles awa': £ron'l 
the milL Is that right? Is it a "proper 
thing that land within 3 miles of the sugar­
mill should be kept in its virgin state owing 
to the fact that it is held by some landlord, 
who is holding it in order that he mav get 
tlw ll!H'.M!wd increment? I contend" that 
that is not right. That land shou;d have 
been brought und0r cnltivation and made use 
of. \~'hy should any man be allowed to 
hold 1 t unused, and pocket the unearned 
increment m· the value which is created bv 
the rest of the farmers in and around Mo~­
rily an • I remember talking on one occasion 
to a farmer in the South ,Johnstone dish·ict. 
I asked him what was the value of the land 
there before the State inwsted its ·capital 

in the building of a sugar-mill, >J,.nd he told 
me that you could buy the land at from 
£2 to £3 per acre. What "as paid for those 
lands as soon as it became known that the 
Government were going to erect a mill on 
the South Johnstone River? Why, you could, 
not buy it for less than £5, £10, and £15 
]Wr acre-that is, land in its virgin state. 
The men who owned that land sold :t to·· 
Italians and Spaniards and British at the· 
increased value we had given to it by the' 
expenditure of public money. 

Mr. APPEL: \Vho is liable for t.hc repay­
ment of that money? 

Mr. COLLI~S : I assume that the land­
owner, are liable for the repayment of the· 
monc:v. but that do0' not sav that the land' 
will fiat r;o on incrC'asing in "value. All our 
Fl'dcral sugar legislation and State sugar 
IPgislation increase land value~. Only thO' 
other dav I read of a farm of 180 acres in 
the Inni~fai! distri•ct changing hands at a 
price of £12,000. 

Mr. BEBBIXGTON: Including tho land tax-

::\lr. COLLINS: Judging from the inter­
jection of the hon. member, I shall have to­
buy him 1<!1 A B C 11rimer of political 
economy, so that he may understand the 
land tax. I have given J\!Iourilyan as an· 
illustration and the South J ohnstonc as an 
illtwtration. I can also show how land in 
Cairns that was bought for £5 per allot­
ment a few years ago will now cost not less· 
than £500. These allotments have no build· 
ings upon them. '\Vhat has made the dif­
ference in values between £5 and £500? 
The exertion of the individual on the one 
hand and the ex1wnditure of public money 
on the other hand. It is that unimproved 
value of land that we seek to tax, and that 
we are going to tax. But farmers know 
or ought to have known-because our plat­
form has been before th8 country r>ver a. 
quarter of a century-that we intended to 
impose a land tax. I am pleased that I am 
alive to sec that platform put upoYJ the 
statute-book of Queensland. \Ve have not 
got a Holman Gm-ernment in Queensland; 
we haYe a GoYernmcnt ,vho b0licve in the· 
Labour party platform. Th••'n it is proposed 
to increaE"e the incon1o tax, and because of 
that the member fol' :Ylurrnmba cries out 
about increased taxation. Is that tax going 
to hit the po,Jr f armcr? I am pleased to· 
{ hservc that the hon. member fo,· \V arwiak 
is prePont in his placr>, as on one O{'\ "'sion 
he quoted some remarks made by me in this 
I-Iouse ~;..)nlc :rear:-3 ago about farrners. I 
hope that whPn the hon. member quote; my 
speeches in his own electorate he \Yill quote· 
them correctlY. On the occasion rofm·rcd 
t:J. I nointecl out the small number of 
farmers. who paid inco.1w tax in (~ucensland. 
I pointed cut the ',amc thing later on in my 
election achlref:.s. There j;.; no n1an kno"Vvs 
the po•·itioE of f, rnwr' of Queensland bettor 
than I do. 

:\Jr. AR)!STROKG: \Vhich brmcrs? 

::\.lr. COLLINS: The farmers of Queens-­
land in general. '11w hon. member for Lock­
c·car waves his hatHl. It is no usc the hon. 
member waving his hand nowadays. (Laugh­
ter.) The days for that are past, as we 
have now come into possession of the Go-­
vernment bt·nches. \Vhcn I said I knew 
the positi<''l of t]](' fera>ers in Queensland, 
I said >D because I have taken mv facts from 
the income tax returns. The hon. mcmbet" 

111 r- Collins.] 
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for Lockyer need not imitate me, becathe 
they say that imitation is a form of flattery. 

Mr. ArnrsrROKG: You may know some­
thmil' about the sugar farmer, but you know 
nothmg about the general farmer. 

Mr. COLLIXS: I still make the state­
ment that I !mow the position of the farmers 
m Queensland, and know that as a class thr·.· 
lrC not ":ealthy. I have told you over ancl 
oYer agmn that the farmers will not be 
-affected by the land tax proposals of the 
Labour party. \Yhat will really happen is 
that the larco landowner-the man who in­
"Pire~ l,~adir;~: ,a'·tic!e, in the " Brisb~tnfJ 
·Courwr -wt!l oo made to pay up; and 
that thE' man who gets someone else to 
cultivate his iand wil) have to pay up. 

M:-. HoDGE: He will have to pay dearh 
fur~ -

Mr. COLLI::\'S: The hon member for 
?-lanango is always crying out about having 
to r~ay dearly. Does tho han. member mean 
havmg to pay a dear price for the land 
Dr for the labour omplDyed on it? \Vh'en I 
waq contestmg the Bowen electorate I told 
-the farmers in that district that I might not 

be ahle to plough a straight 
[8 p.m.] fu;row, but that I knew some-

. thmg about economics and tho 
.sug,n· mdmtry._ If I did not know that, I 
,~-~uld not be m the House. I know somc­
tnmg _of wha: l am taJl.::in;;· about at the pre­
sent tune. 1he _han. member for Murrumba 
referred to the mcorne tax proposals of the 
Government. What is wrong with ·those 
proposals? 

J\lr. GUNN: Nothing. It come' out of the 
other fellow, "o that it is all right. 

Mr. COLLINS : The hon. gentleman 
knows tho,t the pastoralisto take one-P!eventh 
of the total wealth p1'oduced in Queensland. 
One o£ the members of the British Govern­
ment sa1d that they. ou_ght to be willing to 
P~J onn-half of the1r ll1C'"lmes in taxation. 
W no has a better r1ght to carry on the 
country th1-n the P<''"l[lle who possess the 
wealth of the country? We know that th 
reve.nue recerved from income tax sho1ved 
an mcrcase of £40,000 last year over and 
above t~e amount rec,"ived from the same 
-'ource 111 the _previous year. Queensland 
seems to be gomg through the same stage 
·of progre's as th':' rest of the world. The 
wealthy are. gettml;l' wealthier in Queens­
land. Notw1ths1a,ndmg what the hon. mem­
be_r for Carnarvon and the Treasurer have 
8ald, the mcomo tax returns this year will 
sho'~ that the Treasurer's estimates will b 
reahsed. T~at goes to show that a numbe~ 
·o,~ people m Queensland are well-to-do 
I' hy should they not be m:"de to pay mor~ 
than they ha_ve been pavmg m the past 
towc,rds carrymg on the gDvernment of the 
cvuntry? They ha_ve been taking the wealth 
of the co:mtry whJCh has been produced by 
men workmg under bad conditions. vV e know 
that the squattors have increased their in­
comes enormously ?uring the last three or 
'four years. Notwithstanding all the cries 
about the .Jogs of cattle and the loss of 
shoe~. I am prepared to say that at the end 
of th1s ye~r a large number of squatters will 
~how an mcrease so far as the income tax 
JS concerned.. No one deplores more than 
I do the crymg down of this fnir State of 
Queensland. (Hear, hear !) 

Mr. BOOKER : Your district is in a bad 
way. 

[Mr. Collins. 

Mr. COLLIXS: I am satisfied thRt the 
Bowen electors would kick me out of Par­
liament if I came in and ran down their 
district. 

Mr. APPEL: They will do it next year. 
Mr. COLLINS : I hope the hon. member 

for Albert will do me the honour of coming 
up there and trying to put me out. Last 
year the then Minister for Railways came 
up there, but he only helped to increase 
my votes. I am well aware that the Bowen 
elcctorftte is suffering from a severe drought, 
but they dicl not send me here to decry 
their district, or to say that it is a district 
where you cannot grow a blade of grass. 
\Ve will overcome all of our difficulties. 
'J'lw development of an irrigation scheme 
up there which I hope to soe brought about 
h.v this Government will overcome all our 
difficulties. (Hear, hoar!) Th<' past Go­
vernment only talked about doing things, 
but did not do them. I believe in harness­
ing all the forces Df Katur<'. In my elector­
ate we have an immense supply of water 
underneath the soil, and it is only a ques­
tion of raising it and irrigating the land 
to prodnc~e crops. That will be <lone with 
the assishnce o' thiJ State. 

r,Ir. BEBBINGTOK: Thev have not done 
mueh yet. -

::'vir. COLLI:'\S: Already the present Go­
vernnH'nt have spent borne money in my 
electorate in connection with this irriga­
tion schpme, 'lnd I think it will be a suc­
cess. (Hear, hoar!) \Vhen I stand for elec­
tion, I do not inquire if a man is going to 
vote for me. I do not canvr ss for votes but 
trust to my platform spceche·; to get me 
into Parliament. If I had to smoodge to get 
i.1cto Parliament. I hop0 I will m'Ycr get 
here. (Hear, hear !) I congratulate the 
Government on its proposal to establish a 
State "awmill. \Ye ought to !iave had one 
in Queensland years age>. I don't know 
whN<' the• Stat<' sRwmill is going to be estab­
Ji,hed. but there is room for half " dozen 
St-,tc sawmills in Ql.teensland. In that 
sple>miid tract e>f country known as the 
ll.thr· •·ton S<'ruh it '" ould be an advantage 
for the Shte to hav0 a sawmill th0re. I 
dt'plore the fact that so much fine timber 
has been destroyed there in the past. If 
~,·.c had hn.d v,~isP GovPrnmcnts in po,ver in 
the past, imtead of that timber being de­
stroyed it would have been procur<'d by the 
State and supplied to the people of Queens­
land. 1\>Iorf' power to the Treasurer for 
proposing to c- ,tablish a State sawmill ! ThP 
Government also propc'w to r>,ta~lish a State 
coalmine. Maybe there will be one in the 
Bowen Plectorat<e; at least I hone eo. V\7 hy 
shouldn't the Bowen electorate have a 
8tate coahnine '? I r0ad something- in a 
Sydney newJpaper the other day which was 
news to me. It said that at the back of 
Bowen there was one of the biggest coal­
fields in the. world. That is the place to 
start the State coalmine. \Ve have large 
consnmers of coal in the North, particularlv 
the railways. -
. Mr. BEBBIXGTOX: A1·e you going to make 
1t pay? · 

Mr. COLLIJ'\S : ThE' hon. member rPminds 
me of a m>1n who went on the land in Eng­
land in order to justify his existence on this 
planPt, and he said he was worriHd bv his 
friends always asking "was it paying?"- He 
said that the peasants had more intelligence, 
because_ they asked him how the parsnips, 
carwts, and cPlery were growing. \Vhen we 
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•cstabli'h a State> coalmine. we will &ce that 
·the miners work under better conditions than 
-.they have at the present time; and, by doing 
that, w0 will produce• a finer race of men 
physically and mentally. That is the reason 
\vhy we are not making the prDgress that 
,,-,, should do in Europe at the present time. 
It is owing to tlw fact that the friends 
of hon. members opposite who have been in 
power in England fDr centuries have kept 
the• working classes workinf! under bad 

-conditions. with the result that the race has 
<:legcncrated. I do not want to sa~· anything 
in favDur Df Germanv. but we know that 
while Germany only sent awa~· 20.000 pcopl<> 
a, fevv yoa.rs ago, Great Britain sent a\vay 
360,000. V\"hen we have a State coalmine, we 
must SNl that thP conditions arc good. \Ve 
want to make the men physically and men· 
t.allv better. \Ye don't want the racf' to be 
pun'y and narrow-chested weaklings. That is 
why I am a strong advor:tte for a coalmine. 
'The hon. member for Dravton ha, been a 
lllCinber of a shir(' c·ouncil, aiJ.d he knov~·,, how 
essential it is for a council to build road,. 
Do the roads pav a diYidPnd. );"o, the roads 
do not pay any"thinl',' in a direct sense. but 
·they do indirc<-tly. Tn tlw State coalminc we 
arc. not conc~rnPd whC'thPr it pays dividend~ 
or not, hut we ar~ concerned about the con· 
dition' nnd0r >:hich they work being good. In 
England thc:v haYc had thr0o g0nerations 
vf manufacturing·, and it is tiP factorv 
'Y'tem in ':ogue tlwrP instead of ha,'ing mei1 
working- on the soil that has d. ·~·cnerated 
them. and j, rC'sponsihle for tho- state of 
thinp in Europe at the present tim0. I am 
a brlicn'r in >ettling people upon the land 
·and producing a fin.r· raC'e of m('n. 

;\1r. 
food. 

The 

BcrmiXGTOX : To keep ~·ou 
You stol0 oure. (Laug-htr>r.)' 

CJ-L\IR:\IAX : Order : 

in cheap 

::\Ir. COLLIKS : The people of Qnecm­
land are keepillci me. ThPy sent me here 
t'l help makE' thP laws. and I am doing m:-· 
duty to Queensland just as much as if I wa' 
culti""~."ating the ~oil ell the Darling Do,vnf' 
m· elsewhere. If the hon. member for 
Drayton docs not beliPve in tlll' people send­
ing· reprPsentatiYcs to Parlia1ncnt. he mu~t 
b.; an out-and-out anarchist. I am cloing· 
just as Uoeful \\ark lwre a;.sisting to pass the 
laws. Rocicty requin·d s-eYcnty-two men to 
make laws here, and as I am onP of the 
seventy-two, I am doing my 10har0 to thf' 
best of my abilitv_ \Vith regard to tho 
contention of our friends onpoeite about the 
"farmers. I want to say that I cctme to Queen;.-
1and ~hirty-~\' o years ago, and , ociety at 
·that t1rne sa](] to me, "Yon would be doing 
a good thin!' and a u;.pful thing to work in 
a goldmine.'' I w0nt goldn1ining. and I 
haye not accnmnlah'd a fortun<'. -will anv­
on0 ::ay that. goldn1ining is not a necf's,>jal~Y 
and meful tlnrg • If yon belieY<' that mining 
sbonH b carr,pc] out, then a mc'll who follows 
mining is just as ns< ful as the man who cui· 
tivates th<: soiL I ani yery pleased to Sf' 
thP taxation proposals in thC' Treasurer's 
StatemPnt. and I haYc no doubt tlwv will 
not be the last proposals. It does not fr.ighten 
me in the least when members opposite talk 
about capital leaving this State. I onlv 
smile. It used to have some effed on me 
when I was a bov, but not now. b~cause I 
know what capital really is. If I own a 
sugar farm and it is worth £12,000, and if 
I am frightened of the legislation to be 
introduced in Queensland and I am going to 

leayc Qctcensland. then therp must be som<> 
other man willing to pay me £12,000 for 
that farm who is not afraid Df the laws that~ 
thi-, party is going to pass. I am satisfied 
that this talk abont capital clearing out of 
tlw' State j-. all rnoonshine, and the lea,der of 
th(' Opposition knov~'cl it, too. The hon. mem­
ber for \Yidc Bay knows, too, that a~ long as 
you l•·aye your cattle here and as long as 
:, ou lPa YC the land here you can clear out_ 

J'llr. BOOKER : I han' a great regard for 
;ny native country and am not going to l-eave 
It. 

::\Ir. COLLIXS: I am wry glad to hc·ar 
the bon. member say so, and I hope he 
won't decry it when he gets up to speak. 
\Yhat !-:\tate can they clear out to'! In five 
States out Df the Commonwealth, the Labour 
party i~ iu 1 o-wer, and we arc in po,:ver 
in the C."mmonwcalth. I haYe heard men 
sav from time to time that the Common­
wealth i~ one of the bcost parts of the world. 
~ncl if it is one of the best parts of the world, 
surely you are not going to f'lear out of one 
of the bc>st parb of the world to one of the 
worst parts. I am >:ttistic>d that thi, cry 
about capital lca.-ing the State is all non­
sense. 

l-Ion. J. ToL~!IE: \Yhy arc so many people 
out of \York? 

::\Ir. COLLI)JS: One of the reason•, \Yh,v so 
many pcDple are out Df work is, that in every 
great cri-sis that h.cts occurred in the \vcrlcl'·~ 
history private cntcrpri ~f' ,has 6.lvr[l_y·.s. fililPd. 
lt failed in Great Britain. On" of the 
reasons \vhy there are so 1nany lllPll out of 
"\vork, is ovYing to the di:;:orq,·anisatiou of 
society that has been broug-ht about b,- the 
vriYttte cnterpr?_sf' systen1. Then, as rega:·ods 
this 'alk about taxing the people who havP 
large incon1es restrictinp: production; it j...:; 
going to do nothing of the kind, be,-,ause if 
it restricts it so far «s private cntf'rprise is 
concerned, it is going to jncrf'asc it so far 
a.l the Sbte is concerned. The StatP is 
g-oing to do better than priYate cnte:'prise. 

Hon .• T. ToL~IIE: As it has done in ::'\cw 
South \Y alr s. 

~ir. COLLIXS: It is no usc quoting ::\ew 
South \1\' alPs to rne, bee~ U<;;e I an1 not going 
to be discouraged by one failure or half a 
dozen failures. {Hear, hear!) I know manv 
things haYe proned to be failun's; and. 
whilet speaking of failures. I could remind 
the leader of the Opposition of many failm·es 
in private enterprise. V\'p hear about t.he 
State nDt mro kinO' thi. and not making that 
a. succees. I hm·e travelled in North Queens­
land. and then' are n1or0 Inonun1cnts of 
failure ir ::\orth Qu0enslnnd in connection 
\Yith privatP 0nt0rpri~ef-' than in any other 
nart of Queensland. Take the mines in the 
)i'orth. and what do I soB there' A monu­
ment of the incapacity of urivate enterprise. 
TakP ::\fount Garnet~ and \vhen I go to the 
Einaslci~h I ~ce " monument co<cting: £20.000 
that -did not work a week. Go rig-ht away 
nn tD Normanton, and what do J sec thor<:> 
i~ cDnnection with the meat.\ ork'·' Another 
monunwnt of the incapacity of 1wh·ato enter­
prist'. Go to Burkctown, and I sec another 
huge n1onumcnt th0re of private c•nternrise. 
It is no use talking to me about the,e things 
bPing failures. 

Hon. J. ToL~I!E: Go to the Northern 
TPrritDrv and you will sec a Commonwe:tlth 
failure. • 

Mr. Collins.] 
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Mr. COLLI="S : I was in the Territory in 
1886, and the greatest failure in the Territory 
was when the Liberal Government in South 
Australia built the Pine Creek Railway with 
Chinese labour. (Hear, hear ! and Govern­
laughter.) I wish to congratulate the Go­
vernment on the Trca,;,urer' s proposals, and 
all this talk that wo liFten to from time to 
time about the insurance companies not lend­
ing the money to the State-that is very 
unpatriotic indeed. It goes to show that 
their patriotism is not even skin deep : they 
arG ou}, for profit all tho time. They do not 
even care about the· prosperity of the country, 
and the leader of the Opposition know" quite 
well that under present conditions we must 
borrow monev. There are two methods of 
< arrying on s'uch a State as ours-one is by 
borrowing and one is by taxation. 

cdr. APPEL : And stealing. 

YJ:r. COLLI~S : When I wont to school I 
was taught. "Thou shalt not steal," and so 
far as I know I have not stolen anything 
from any man, but I am not too sure about 
the hon. member who interjected. (Laugh­
ter.) He might have stolen other people's 
land for all I know. He may have done it 
legally, as thPre are so many ways of steal­
ing. I believe in Tom Carlyle when he 
said, "Thou shalt not stPal, and thou shalt 
not be stolen from." (Hear, hoar !) That is 
what we are seeking to bring about. We 
are seeking· to bring about a system whereby 
WH cannot steal another man's labour. 

Han. J. TOL:MIE: )[or produce. 

:Hr. COLIA="S : Because, after all, this 
capital that we are talking about is only 
stored-up labour; it is on1y surplus labour. 
It is the surplus that the capit'alist has taken 
to himself over and above that which was 
necessary to sustain t1w labourer. 

Mr. GILLIES: To keep him alive. 

:Y1r. COLLI:-;'S: That is what it means. 
He may have taken it legally. I am not 
saying he took it illegally; it is the system 
which is wrong that has enabled him to do 
that, and it is that system that we seek to 
destroy. It is the duty of those persons who 
han> got that stored-up labour, if they have 
any patriotism at all, to assist this State. 

The bell indicated that the hon. member's 
time had expired. 

At 8.25 o'clock, 

::Ylr. BERTRDi took the chair as Temporary 
Chair1nun. 

Mr. APPEL (.1/l;e,·t) : I desire, in the 
fust instan{'e, to congratulate the hon. n1on1-
bcr fo1· :V1urrumba for the analytic•1l and 
cr'tical address which he delivered this after­
noon in reference to the Trea··urer's Finan­
cial Statement. I have no hesitation in s.av­
ing that it is one of the b< "it 'l)ceches that 
I believt' has eve1· been delivered in this 
House by way of criticism on the Financi~tl 
Statc'mC'nt, and the han. gentleman who 
delive"cd that speech has given some very 
difficult nuts for han. members on the Trea­
sury benches to crack. 

A Govr:RKJ!EKT :V1EJ!BER: Thpy have got 
good teeth. 

:Hr. APPEL: I have no doubt thev have 
got good teot.h, and so l1as the tiger. 'I have 

[Jlr. Collins. 

no hesitation in saying that when the elee. 
tor;; of Queenslar:d read that ·Speech, unloos. 
there is a very effective reply from meJ:?ber& 
sitting on the Tmasury bench, they will be 
able to come to but one conclusion. 

:Vlr. \V. HARTLEY : They will be glad they 
returned tho Labour )71.trty to power. 

:Mr. APPEL: I believe they are very sorry 
they did not return the. Liberal party, and 
han. members on that side know th.at what 
( sav is absolutely correct. The thmg that 
has caused me some amusement is the action 
of hon. members sitting on that side of. !he 
House. When they occupied the OppositiOn 
benclws, if the Liberal Governmen~ had 
delayed the Financial Statement to this late 
period of the session, what an outcry there 
would have been. The FinanoiaJ Statement 
should be delivered as early in the session 
a~ possible. Of course, there :nay b<; r<;asons, 
a,nd good reasons, for dela:png this Impor­
tant Statement, and, as thmgs J:ave gone, 
there is no question that a certam amount 
of delav was necessary on account of the 
state of things in the Empire. Now, let 

us look at this famous Financial 
[8.30 p.m.] Statement. What kind of a 

Statement is it? It is a mere 
tissue of platitudes. The journals which 
support the Labour Gov'?rnment spoke about 
it as b~.ing a wonderful effor~-an absolut~lj 
different· Statement from the ::ltatement whiCh 
was delivered by the Liberal Treausrer. Un­
fortunately, owing to illness, I was unable 
to be in the House last week, and, as I 
was anxious to see the Statement, I took 
thu first opportunity of calling a~ the Hou~<> 
upon my return from Nerang m order .o 
obtain a copy. I secured a cop:y apd too_R 
it home for the purpose of en]oymg this 
magnificent production, but I found that 
after all it must be admitted by any honest, 
unbiassed person that i~ is only a. tissue of 
platitudes, and a claimu~g. of 01:edit for the 
effective financial aclnumstratwn of the· 
previous Government. 

Mr. ::Yiw: That is all tally rot; the whole 
lot of it. (Laughter.) 

::\1r. APPEL: The han. nwmber is quite· 
correct; he says it is all " bally rot." The, 
Statement is self-condemned when a member 
on that side of the House stigmatises it as 
being "bally rot." (Laughter.) 

::\Ir. :\lAY: I meant the previous Statement. 

:\h. ~\PPEL: I take the interjection of' 
the hon. member as he gave it originally. 
However, I do not propose to be carried 
away by int2rjedions from members on that 
side of the House. So far as the Statement 
g·oe'. it is a Statement of capable financial 
a rlministration on the' part of the late 
Liberal Government. All that is claimed in 
thi' Statement with regard to effective 
managerncnt, increased revenue, and in­
creased expenditure ror the purpose of m01:e 
fully paving th,, workers of tho State, IS 
due to the effective financial administration. 
of the previous Government. (Hear, hear !) 
I quite admit that hon. gentlemen who <;C?UPY 
the Treasury benche:; have a very d1ffioult 
task before them. I do not know whether to 
be glad or to be sorry that they are in the 
position in which they are, and that •hey 
have to face what thev will ha\-e to face amr 
undergo manv trials and tribulations in· 
connection with the keeping of the financial: 
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ship of the State afloat. According to thiR 
Stat<:>mant, the ship was absolutely safe and 
well-trimmed, with her Plim,oll mark above 
water and in everv way effective when tho 
late Government left office; but I am .-ery 
much afraid that the Plimsoll mark is 
already sinking below the water-line, and 
that the ship is becoming lopsided under the 
administration of the present Go.-ernment. 
I quite realise that the situation is a yery 
serious one, and that apart from the dislo­
c:ltion caused by the great war, we are at 
present suffering one of tho most disastrous 
droughts that have ever visited Queensland 
How long that drought will continue it is 
impossible to say. At the present time there 
arc no indications that it is going to break 
up, and, even if we do get rain in the near 
future, it will be a very considerable time 
before the country recovers from the effects 
of tho droug·ht and before those who arc 
settled upon ·the land and engaged in agri­
cultural and pastoral industries recover from 
the financial embarassments which are caused 
by this circumstance. And, unquestionably, 
the Government will suffer in the same ratio. 
Spe,ial reference is made in the Statement 
to the fact that the revenue and the expen­
diture for last vea1· were over-estimated. 
It must be realise.d that at the time the late 
Trea,urer's Financial Statement was prepared 
we had just entered upon the war which 
has been carried on ever since twelve months 
ago last August, and it was impossible for 
the Trea ~urer to form anv estimate as to 
what effect the dislocation of business might 
have upon the various revenue-producing 
departments of the State. He took a con­
servative vi"w of the position, and was abso­
lutely justified in doing so. The results of 
the past yeq,r show the wonderful fertility of 
this great State. It has always been under­
stood by Liberal administrators that in 
making up their Estimates they should not 
over-estimate the revenue, but that if the 
revemw exceeded their estimate thev should be 
pr<'pared to exceed the expenditu;e by using 
the money at their disposal to improve the 
conditions of those employed bv the State. 
and thev did that. Hon. members who now 
occupy 'the Treasury bench came into office 
just prior to the end of the financial ye"r. 
so that thev had practically no hand, with 
one exception, in connection with the im­
proved conditions which the Liberal Adminis­
tration were able to effect with regard to 
employees of the State. Before dealing 
further with this matter. I should like to 
ask the Government if the Government 
realise to-day th0 hypocrisy of their election 
cries. \V0 know that it was owing to thosC' 
cries, which app0aled to the !'"Cneral clc>ctor 
of Queensland. that they attained the posi­
tion which the:-· occupy to-day--that they 
possess a majority in this Chamber. The:~· 
hJld the PlP~tor,> that if thPy were returned 
to power their administration would be effec­
tive. especially in connection, with the matter 
which affected the great majority of tho 
electors of the State-that is, a reducti<m in 
the cost of living-in the pric<:c of the> 
vt,rious article' which are dailv used in the 
household. Do they realise to-day tho hypo­
crisy of their election cries ? Do thev realisP 
to-d.ay how hard it is often to honom: pledges 
and promises which wore made wider those 
eonditions? \Ve all know how chickens com<' 
homo to rooct. Those hon. members attacked 
the latP Administration and the Liberal party, 

and pointed out that it was in the power 
ot the Government of the day to reduce the· 
cost of living. They went before thE' electors 
professing that if they were pl":c<;d in oflice 
they would reduce the cost of hvmg. Now, 
I ask have thev ever fulfilled that pledge? 
\Y c a'n know that to-day the cost of living 
is verv considerably greater than it was 
prior to the last election, :md they must 
realise the hypocrisy of the cries by which 
tlwy gained tho v Jtes of the people. 

The Ho~IE SECRETARY: VVhat about yam· 
hypocrisy with your lead<'"? 

:;I.Ir. APPEL: My hypocrisy! The hon. 
g0ntleman who makes that interjection 
knoc1s that he makes an interjection which 
i'' absolute, contemptible hypocrisy. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order!' 
I ask the hon. member to withdraw that 
cxpr(-''\'sion. 

::\1r. APPEL: Certainly; at your req':'-est 
I unhesitatinglY withdraw the expressiOn. 
Again. I say, have the .Government fulfille~ 
that pledge? ·w~ reahse. to-<_lay that flour· 
i;; selling at a h1gher pr1c~ 111 Queensland 
than in any other State 111 th~ Common· 
wpalth. 'rho price of· meat, ?~mg ~o tl.w · 
trick<'l'Y of th<> present Adm.Imst~atw_n 111 

connection with that commodity, IS h1gher, 
than it was before, and. th£ prices of bacon, 
butter. and bread are h1gher t~an they were· 
prior to the la"t general electiOn. 

-:\lr. BEBBIXGTON : After robbing the· 
farrrwrs. 

THE SECRETARY FOR PvnLIC INSTRUCTIOX: 
How did we rob the farmers? 

-:\Ir. APPEL: The Gowrnment robbed .the· 
farmers by fixing the price o~ butter With­
out first inquiring as to tho pnce of 1ts pro-· 
t!uction. As I pointed out on a form<;r occa­
sion. the Government approached th1s n~at­
tN' from the wrong end. Instead of,. hrst 
of all. ascc•rtaining the cost of p_roducmg a 
particular articl.e, theY started w1th tJ:e fin­
ished article, w1th the result.th':t, mung to· 
th<' drought conditions, they !nflwted a very 
" 108,; injustice upon the dany fan:1er. I 
;1uite admit that this was done w1th the 
object of fulfilling tho pledge they gave at 
the general election, and for the purpose of 
reducing the price of butt':'r. .I have no· 
hesitation in saying that. m v1ew of the 
C'Xccptional drought conditions, and the 
he 1 vv loss~'s of the dany farmer and the· 
cost to him to keep hi,, cattle alive, .that. m 
fixing- tho pric<'' in the way tl1E'y d1d, they 
inflicted a gross injustice and loss upc;m h1m. 
That is the reason why I say that. 1t m1;1st 
c-ome home to them that their electiOn cnes 
in ccnncc< ion with_ this were absolutely hypo; 
critical. How do they propose t'? meet ~h1s. 
BY indulging in a policy of Wil~ P'?htwal 
adventure which I have no hes1tatwn m 
saying vill place very severe burdens upon 
" section of the electors of tho State for !he· 
bc>JwCt and adyantage of one other sectwn 
of the electors 'vho arc not concer~<cd so far 
ns th<' p<tynwnt of taxation to carry o1:t 
tl-csc' wi!d political adYPnturous f'cheme,. IS 

c·onccn1Nl. I have no doubt that the elec­
tors of Qnpensland will realise the value of 
tlw speeches 'of hon. gentlemen and han. 
members sitting on that side of the House 
and th<' friendship which they always pro­
fc'" to have for those men who arc th<o · 

Ivfr. Appel.] 
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backbone of this State~thc primary pro­
-ducers of Queensland. SpPaking gPnerally 

·on the subj cct of the financing of thc>ie wild 
politjcal adventurous schenu~s, to wit, the 
acqnircment of nwatl,orks co,ting millions 
of money to be bought by paper. That is 
the f?vourito method adopted by members 

· oppostte. 
Tlw PRE)II£R: That does not require much 

taxation. 

:Mr. APPEL: ~o: but the time comes 
for the redemption of that paper. Hon. 
gentlemen sitting opposite must realise that 
these debentures htrry an obligation of in­
terest which cannot be redeemed by paper. 

The PRE~.IIER: \Yhat are you referring to' 

Mr. APPEL: The hon. gentleman knm1·s 
that, under another measure, it is proposed 
to take OYer the nw'ltworks and pav for 
Lhmn hy lllt~ans of d_..._,b,~nhu;'':i; Lut in~tcrP:3t 
has got to be paid. 

Hon. J. Tourm: It is a violation of the 
Constitution Act. 

Mr. APPEL : Hon. gentlemen should 
!·ealis_e this, seeing that they claim clemency 
111 thrs Statement on the a-rounds of tite un­
prec<'dented conditions which prevail her~. 
They would get that clemencv. but when 
they -n·c !ll'e~)arc'd to go into th0sc adventur­
ous :-whem0s \Vhieh iVould involve tho State 
of Queensland in verv hcavv obli()"ations 
indet·d, it is tl'e duty o( PYC'l'Y ;PJHC ,,p~tuth-p 
{)f the people> in this Houce who lws the 
inte1·csts of the people at !wart to opposp 
t!1em by every rnPall'' and PVf'l'Y const.itu~ 
ttonf1l method whieh it is possible to carrv 
into operation. \Ye find on one• :-:idP on~~ 
portion of tlw ''" mbcr' of the c'm:munitv 
who prac>tically et-:.carw all taxation arp t~ 
still furth~.r be faY~nrod bv the G-DYetn­
Inent at the expr>nso of one'~ other cLl!'S of 
:the con1munity. con.si~ting prin1arily of tllP 
l~roclucer--thP _nr_n ,,-ho cannot C"'C't a'YaY 
lwcausc he ;,, dwin"'l to hi-- l~ncl. H-._, 
is the man who will have to nav all kinds 
of taxation-lo-·al govNnmet;t,- f'ommon­
wealth, and State. lie' is the man who suf­
fers from we:tther conditions: is unable to 
get aw~ty, and yet lw hf1s burdens placed 
upon hts back. He is to be further handi­
capped by having- •till he a vier burdens 
placed upon_ him f~n~ the purpose of carrying 
out these >nld poltbcd adventurous schc,-nes 
which ther,J was no necessity to introduce 
at the pres2nt timt'. If these schemes had 
not bc0n introduced, it would have obviated 
the necessity of increa~ed taxation at the 
prps ·nt tim<:>. 'V c gladly meet the Co!l1-
mom,-ealth impost, bec,anse it is for 'lll object 
and purpoee we ,agrc(~ with. Probablv the 
Commonw~alth land tax will be incr~ascd. 
and ,,-e wtll gladly bear the burden bec>use 
o_f the object_ for increasing it. At this par­
ticular bme rt should have been the dutv of 
hon. members sitting on the 'freasurv ben~hcs 
to take into consida-ation that there is a 
limit to the burden of taxation on the pri­
mary producers and the men settled upon the 
lar;-d. I am su7e this taxation will prove 
-¥rt<?vous and sore to tl:cm at tho present 
JUncture. I do not intend 'to attempt to 
reply to the arguments of the hon. members 

---opposite. The hon. memlwr for Bowen re­
fen·ed to them as the A B C of economics. 

[ll1r . .Appel. 

'The Minister for Lands would not reply to 
them because he knows they are absolutely 
hollow. I was at a meeting ,,-hen the land 
tax was discussed, and one of the represen­
tatives said that, in a certain State, the 
farmers could never grow a crop until the 
land tax was placed upon their land. A 
Queenslander arose, and said they could not 
grow a crop unless they got rain. I a-m 
sure that this tax will impose grievous and 
sore burdens upon thost' settled upon the 
land. 

The SECHET I,RY FOR PUBLIC LA~DS : 'Those 
who hold large areas of land and do not 
use them will :1a.vc to pay. 

Mr. APPEL: Those who are suffering 
from the unprecedented drought will have 
to pay. 'What is the purpose of the land 
hx? Hon. ml'mbers opposite say it is to 
sr'e that th,; land is prop~rl_v utilis0d. One 
hon. rru:mber said that the land in the city 
of Bri--hnn" wonld be taxed. Surely, land 
upon which buildings have been erectccl is 
ntilised, so what is the usc> of placing taxa­
tion on land so hig-hly impro,-ed as that'! I 
quit0 agree with the proposal that a free­
holder who has large areas of land and does 
not use thpm should be taxed. 

Th0 SECRETARY FOR Pt-BLIC LANDS : \Vhat 
arc :you grumbling at, then? 

::\ir. APPEI·: Because this tax will be a 
spvere burden on the man who is trying to 
utilisc his land. 

The SECR11'ARY FOR Pcnuc INSTRCCTIQ;:; : 
You want to let the city landholder off. 

l\Ir. AP1 -EL: I am inclined to think that 
one sedion of the eommunitv will be victim­
i,--ed by the imposition of the land and in­
carne tn.Xl''~ nHl by the ;,yage-s of their em­
plover' being in ere a ,0d. 'They will also 
,,;~ffer b.'' th" introduction of preference to 
unjonist;, and tlw jp_erc ,1 "•"'S in raihYaY fares 
and freights. If it is a sonnd economical 
principle to havl' a !nne! tax, then there 
should be no \'H'mption at all in that tax. 
(Hear, hea1·!) V\'e find the Government and 
thc>ir supporters exempting the man who 
O''·ns lnnd to thl' value of £300. Further­
nJorf'. the railvcay fares of tho working men 
are not to be incr<'ased. becanse. up to a 
0ertain limit-I believe it is 20 miles from 
the citv-the suburban fares are not to be 
increased. 

Nir. BEBBIXGTOX: Rhan1cful ! It is a sh::'!-mc ! 

Mr. APPF.L: But tho fares to the places 
further afield an' to lw incr<>asect. It is 
only tlw fm·mer :md agriculturist who iB to 
be made to ,uffcr in connection with the 
ir:<)reasc and additional imno;;ts which are 
to be placPd upon them. I notice, further­
more, that hon. members sitting on the 
Tre"--,ur.- benches do propose mme little 
method 'of economy-they propoq£' to abolish 

the South Brisbane Pol·ice Court, 
[9 p.m.] '"hich has been establiched for 

the last twenty years, and serves 
a large section of the community. 'The 
greater part of that section of the com­
munity are primary producers living on 
the Log:m and Albert and in portion of 
Oxley, which are oc0upied for a~ricultural 
and dairying purposes. I do not know what 
is to be saYed-perhaps £1,000 or £1,500-
but this police court is to be abolished, and 
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persons in the . South Coast district, who, 
with two PXl epttons. are represcntC'd by n1en1~ 
bers sitting on this side of the House, arc 
to be compelled tu come to North Brisbane, 
at furthE'r expense. I see the han. member 
for Sonth Ericbano sJ:·.iling. Perhaps he is 
at the bottom of thi'. Probc,blv he dot·· not 
\vant a noli co court in Routh~ Brisbane. I 
do not k-no\\' \Vhat his elector~ think on the 
Inattc~; perhaps th('y \vant to cou1o oYer to 
North Brisbane. This will inflict a Yery 
serious _injustice on a largo section of the 
community settled on the land in the South 
Coast districts of Ouecnsland. \V e ha ye 
other vvi:d nciali',tic sch<'nlOs foreca·"tc:d, 
and the han. member for Bowen mid it is 
only tho thin end of the wedge. He put it 
in thi· wa:v-apparontly rcgarJing )h. H'll­
man, the Prrmier of Xew South \Vales, as 
being a tactful man who was able to balance 
his affairs ·while carrying out a dcn1ocratic 
policy--the bon. member said: "\Ve have 
got no ::\lr. Holman here; we are goin;:: to 
carry out C\"0r]' plank of our platform, it 
does not matter whe\her it pa:y:J Ol' not." 
Oi cour;,r, tlll~ hon. n1unber n1ay bo a finanR 
cier 1.d1, n ht.:- :;,ay:; it d,Jcs not 1uattcr 1.vhether 
it pays Ol' no!; but, unfortunately, t'l · tnen 
who will be matoriallv affected bv those 
t:ocialistic ent~rpriscs--c c 

Mr. FEim: You claimed to be a State 
racialist the other day. 

Mr. APPEL: That is quite a different 
thing. Those who 'lr o to be beneficial!)· 
aff•c'Ctcd bv 1his '""hPmc-it docs not matter 
a farthingc to tlwm wh('thcr they fail or not; 
it is the tulfortunatc prjrnary producer 'vho 
will ha,-o to foot tho bill c,-cry time. And 
this i' the ti tlC to enter a protest to hon. 
members sitting o!l thLt side of the House. 
It is pc,sible to kill tho goose that lays the 
golden egg. 

The PnE>mm : Do >on call the primary 
producer a goo'e ·? (I~aughtcr.) 

lVIr. A.PPEL: Tho'·G primary producers 
who are repro'·.entod by m~mbers on that 
oicle of the Housf>, I say unhe,ibtingly, are 
geese. I WtJ.Pt to sound a nato of \\-arning 
to han. members opposite. It must be recol­
lected that it was onlv the other dav that 
a deputation, reprc::tcniing tho banking conl­
munity of the Commonwealth, and including 
the manager of the Commonwealth Bank, 
waited on the Secretary for Public Lands 
and pointed out to him that a scheme such 
as he proposed Wa" affeding the finances of 
Australia, and would have the cffed of 
driving capital out Df the State. Hon. 
members on that side of tho House declare 
that the only capital is labour. If they are 
sincere in their declaration, whv di-d the 
Premier and the Treasurer go South for the 
purpose of cndea vouring to obtain sove­
reigns tD bring into Queensland? It simpl~­
shows the hollowness of the statc'ment that 
labour is capital. Of course, labour is 
?apital just a~ money is capital, and the one 
IS no good without the other. Before there 
was any c'.)inage, we know that the only 
system was barter and exchange ; labour was 
exchange for produce and produce for 
labou_r. One was no good without the other; 
a,nd 1f the1:e are no means of selling gold, 
tnen gold IS valneless as gold. But to say 
that we can do without capital here-that 
there ~s. no need to consider capital~is a 
hypocntrcal cry. That may not be crying 

,;inking !l,h. but I think the result would. 
bP ~tinking fi_::;h. 

Th,• SrcRHW.Y FOR PeBLIC LANDS: Yon are 
alwa:. cryin;J, ~tinki11g- fbh on that side. 

:\I r .. \.::'PEL: I do not think I haye eyer 
dc·crit•cl my natiY8 State of Queensland. 

The f<=-~'l~ET.\~,Y roR pr~lJLIC I .. AXDS: J)uring 
thP vvhole o~ ihi:; f'~ssion .; o•1 have been doing 
r.othinr:;· dse. 

::\Ir. .\PPJ;L: I ~an unhositatingly say 
1hat there is no fnircr State thrm the State 
of t)uccnsiancl that there is no State more 
bmwtiJull:· d b.- Nature than the 
:olt:lte o£ Quet •Jclaml; aud it is only an in· 
jucliclon~ polic:v that }U.<Y delay that progress 
\1 hich hon!d nuuk her course. 

ThP SECRET.IRY FOR PuBLIC L.\NDS: X ow 
Yl'll are cra:;~-ii:.;hing. 

:\h. _\PPEL: The han. gcntieman has 
had a good d·cal of experience in that sort 
ci thn;c;·. ln conn~ction with the proposaJ to 
tax un-nnprov,,d values, and cornpel culti­
vation nndC'r a penalty, we have to realise 
that iht'l'C is no emnparison bct,veen land in 
tlw SrHu of Queensland and the land outside 
the, :\onh Coast district of :'lew South 
\I"Jle··., in ::\ew South \\"ales generally, and 
in ;, lreat part oi \yictoria and South .t\us­
t. :tlia. In tho .e States we know that there 
is no natural fodder, and it is nece&'.:lary to 
g rov .. - \~'heat. 0£ eonr~e, it io. exceptional 
wheat •c'Juntry. but it is absolutely necc •• ary 
for fodder pnrpo..;03 to crop that country. 
\Ye know that ~n the wheat district~ no 
1nan can rnakc a living on lcc"s than 1,200 
c:tcres, and in that cla::::s of country-open 
plain country with light sandy >oil-it is 
only custotnary to disc-harrovv, and it is 
[JO>Sible to prPpare 1,200 acres in the time 
that it would take to plough 150 acres of 
our hr,t>·y Do" ns land. Then, han. member&· 
O!Jl.osire talk about making a condition that 
a c:rtain auwunt of inf'roasod cultivation 
,hould take pla e. 'l'alm our ::\'orth Coast 
:--lTub h-t11cb-a1l our coast country, in fact­
l)(l::-:sihly our best lani: O\'i ing to it being 
pcrma1wntly wa tercel there is a Yery small 
lJC::'cf.'ntage indeeJ f'Uita~le for cultivation, 
due to its configuration, and until it was 
possible by the export of butter to make 
dair:. ing a p1·ofitable concern, that land 
v, as not occupied. \'\~hereYer it is possible 
to grow fruit, fruit has been grown; but 
it is onlv in favoured localities that that 
is possi bl:~. \Vhen hon. members talk about 
penalising the men who haYe taken up 
these rough scrub land and insist upon them 
putting a certain amount under cultiva­
tion, it only shows their lack of knowledge 
"on the snbj Pet. Has not our butter in­
dustry returned a .-ery large profit, indeed, 
to the ::>tate? The annual value of our 
lJutter export hitherto hac· exceeded 
£1.0\JO,OOO sterling, which has been returned 
to the State and put into circulation. There 
is no more profitable method of using land, 
under ordinary conditions, than by dairy­
mg, and why compel the settlers to <Jngage 
in an occupation whic·h is less profitable 
than the great dairying industry, which 
returns to the· State such a large amount of 
gold from its export? It simply shows the 
lack of knowledge of han. members sitting on 
that side of the House, who profe•.s to know 
more about t,hese conditions than the men 
who are engaged in the industry. I notice 
in the Statement that it is proposed to· 

11fr. Appel.] 
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transfer a sum of £42,000 from trust funds 
to revenue, that £42,000 apparently being· 
the profit made from the sale of certain 
repurchased estates. \Vhen one recollects 
that hon. members sitting on that side of 
thE' House prote3ted against that course­
I think it is quite a right and proper (•our;,e 
to pursue-but when we realise that hon. 
members sitting on the Treasury benches 
used to stand up in this Chamber and pro­
test against this being done, and used to 
inform the electors that the Governments of 
the day were taking a conrsc which was not 

justified, all I can say is, that when these 
electors see that hon. members are doing 

·exactly as the Liberal Government did. they 
will wonder-as I worider. I realise the 
. difficulties that will beset hon. gentlemen 
•sitting on the Treasury benches in connection 
with the obtaining of funds for the purpose 
of carrying out public works, and in that 
respect they have my sympathy, and should 
bave the sympathy of every member sitting 
-on this side of the House, because without 
loan funds it is impossible to carry out public 
worke Loan funds are an absolute necessitv 
in carrying out public works, parti0ularl~· 
raihvays, which it is necessary to construct. 
so that Cro" n lands that are at prescmt Ull­

eettlcd may be settled. \Vithout railw:~v con­
struction ib would be absolute!,- unjust to 
ask settlers to take up such land, as. after 
having cleared and cultivated it. the;· would 
huYe no mea::.1s for transporting their pro~ 
duct to market. So far as I am indi­
Yidually concerned, the Goyerrnnent \vill 
!.ave. not alone mv syr"pathy. but any 
assistance I can ,~ivo them in this matter. 

Tlw SE~RETARY FOR PUBLIC LAXDS: You will 
lend them half a million or so. 

Mr. APPEL: If I had a million I wou!t! 
lend it to the State. 

.The SECRETARY FOR I'L:BLIC LAXDS: That 
shows on have faith in the Government. 

:Mr. APPEL: The Govcrnment is the Uo­
vcrnment, whether it is " Labour Govern­
ment or a Liberal Government, and there 
is only one course for a Government to 
pursue-that is, to prE'serve <ts far as po,sible 
the confidence of those who are interested iu 
the State. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : y,; e are 
doing that. 

Mr. APPEL : I wish now to refer to the 
wonderful position of our Savings Bank. A 
person reading this Statement would natur­
ally conclude that the satisfactory position 
of the Savings Bank during the last finan­
cial year was due to the fact that members 
of the Labour party are sitting on the Trea­
sury bench. But we have to realise that its 
position is due to the confidence that the 
>·mall investors of the St~tte had in the late 
Liberal Administration. When we find that 
recentlv investors in the Government SaY­
ings Bank wore making abnormal with­
drawals of deposits-so much so that the 
present Treasurer found it necessary to 
have a paragraph published in the daily 
Press advising investors not to make with­
drawals, as their money was safe and would 
not be ta....:ed-we can see what confidence 
they hav0 in the present Government. The 
Lib ;ral Administration never had to take 
action of that kind. I give the late Trea­
surer, the Hon. W. H. Barnes, credit for the 

·fact that it was owing to his administration 

[Mr. Appel. 

in Pstablishing Saving-s Banks throug-hout the 
l<:>ngth an-1 breadth of Queensland, when the 
Commonwealth Government entered into 
cotq1etition with the State in that business, 
that our Savings Bank has achieved its pre­
sent position. I only hope that the preseni 
Trcasm·Lr w :n resl c>re tho confidence of in­
vestors in the bank. so that they will bring 
their s<tvings to our own institution, becaus(' 
with that nwuey many beneficial acts of 
"dminisi;ration arc possible, such as advances 
under the \Yorkers' Dwellings Act passed by 
the late Liberal Administration, and ad­
vances under the Agricultural Bank c'cct to 
settkrs whc go upon our lands. 

The TREASl'RER : \"{ e shall be marC' genC'r­
ons . 

Mr. APPEL : J hope the hon. gentlemah 
will have the money to carry out his gener­
ous purposes. \Y e cannot be too generous 
towards tho men 1vho settle upon the land. 
This statemeut was questioned by some hon. 
1nember a fe-,v minutes ago when a member 
on this side of the House was speaking, but 
I repeat that tho StatA cannot be too good 
or too generous to the men who have gom' 
upon ou·'' land and \vbo are n1aking the Stat<> 
what ii: is. more particularly those men who 
have the heart to take up prickly-pear coun­
tr','. I sec no mention in the Statement as to 
y,·ha t it is proposed to do to furtl-ter assist 
th·:' n1en \rho h~~Ye g·one upon prickly-pear 
conntrv. From what I have ,,.•en of the 
prickly-pear land, I have no hesitation in 
"aying that men who are prepared to so~tle 
on nrick~~"·-pca!~ count~~v have. hearts hke 
lions, and' that the State cannot do too much 
for thum. The prickly-pear is a national 
danger in Queemland: it is absolutely neces­
sary to cope with it. ,nd I would advise the 
Uovet!lmen-~ to t'lke all the means wh1ch 
f'xi'1ting legislation afl'ords them to see that 
nricklv-pPar destruction is carried out. I 
have noticed that the pear is increasing in 
cliffer<'nt districts. Recentlv I was in the 
U~ondi windi district. and I notic:od place.; 
there, where there has been a large i:1crease 
in the area infected with pear. It does not 
matter who the proprietor of such land ma~­
b<', it is the duty of tho State to dcal with 
him, and at the same time to give him 
cverv iinancial assistance to en a blc him to 
tackic the pest. ·with reg;ard to the increase:< 
of expenditure in the Home Department and 
tho Department of Public Instruction re­
ferred to by the hon. member for l\:Iurrumba, 
I diffe,, from that hon. member as to the 
necessity for such increases, because I know 
that they are a.bsolutely necessary. The 
increase in the allowance to natural mothers 
is one that I have always advocated person­
ally, but, as hon. members know. we cannot 
do everything that we wish. Still, it is an 
act of justice, cspecie.ll:~' in view of the in­
crease in the cost of living, to make the 
allmvance to natural mothers· at the same rate 
ao is paid to fo,.tPr-mothers; and I would 
mge upon the Home Secret~try that in mak­
ing that increase he should see that the 
money granted is used tor the benefit of the 
child. as in the case of grants to foster­
mothers. The subsidy is given for the pur­
pose of enabling the mother to bring up the 
child in good health, to clothe, feed, and 
house it properly; and I would advise the 
hon. gentleman to see that those provisions 
a.re carried out by natural mothers as well 
as foster-mothers. \Ve all know that re­
cently there has been an inquiry into the 
condition of one of our mental hospitals. I 
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·was a witness at that inquiry. We know that 
.it is impossible to take an Aladdin's lamp 
unrl build new wards in a night. 

'fhe bell indicated th·•t the hon. member's 
·time had expired. 

Mr. BELL (Fassift rn): Before the Yote goes 
through, I should like to say a few words 

-on the Financial Statement. I congratulate 
the Labour party on attaining their position 
-on the Tr0asury benches, and trust that 
they will endeayour to introduce legislation 
and carry out such administration so that we 
.can extend those congratulations to the State 
of Queensland. I had thought that some of 
the older members upon the 'freasnry benches 
would have brought their riper experience 
.and saner judgment to bear upon the delibe­
rations of the party, but, unfortunately, I 
have been condemned to disappointment. 
\Ve have the spectacle of the Premier and 
other Ministers running round with salt in 
±heir hands vainly endeavouring to lay it 
-on the tail of a popular idea. vVe have 
the Secretary for Public Instruction pro­
posing to do away with home lessons, but 
I notice that he has very unsuccessfully 
glossed over that proposal without carrying 
out his intention. And we have the Minist<lr 
for Agriculture issuing reg·ulations providing 
for the wav in which food should be kcrved 
to pig>, and I under>tand that he is extend­
ing their operation to the fattenincr of stock 
on prickly-pear. It must b0 admitted that 
tho Government are face to face with a ;-ery 
grave situation, which demands from thmr. 
souJ?-d jndg·J?-lCnt in t{w rn.rrying out of their 
varwus dutiCs, but I am afraid that we shali 
look in vain to this Government for a proper 
rt:alisation of the sitn'ltion. Up to the pro­
sent the proposals which th0y have intro­
·duc~d to tho House haYe been ot an cxtremelv 
e-ocialisti" character. I am YC'rY surprised 
that some members sittin cr on t'hc· Govern­
ment side of tho House d; not rise in their 
places and objed to some of the lo;rishtion 
that is being introduc>·'d, but I an! afraid 
that supporters of the Goyernmont ha;-e verv 
<clastic consciences. The:· elaim that they re­
present the people of Queensland, and when 
the Ron. nw Premier was sitting on the 
Opposition side of thre FJ,ouse, he was always 
clanmng that he and h1·· party represented 
the people of QuePnsland, but we find that 
ever since their acces.oion to office they have 
been endeayouring to attend to the wants of 
one se~tion. of tht_J community only, and that 
the logislatwn whiCh they have brought in has 
been of a purely class nature .. Our industrial 
legislation has proved insufficient and inade­
quate t? ca:ry out it_s intended purpose, but 
the leg1slatwn now mtroduced will strangle 
individual ambition and level men down to 
one standard of opportunity. It will tend to 
breed a cla <s of idlers. I should like to ask 
are the workers in any better position unde; 
socialistic legislation than they were pre­
viously_? There i,• a great deal of unemploy­
ment m Queensland at the present time, 

and the Government are not 
{9.30 p.m.] taking any steps to relieve that 

distress. I ask the Premier did he 
»:hen he was in t}.le South, .n:ake any prepara: 
twns to establlsh mumt1on factories in 
Queensland to enable the unemployed to get 
employment? The only start that he did make 
was ~o utilise the Goyc;rnment _w<_Jrkshops at 
Ipsw10h. W<e find suffiment statJstJCs to prove 
that since 1901 ~he purchasing power of 
money has depremated in the same ratio as 
•.vages have advanced The effect of all this 

legis!ut,on is tending to a great dislocation 
in trade and discontent in the minds of the 
workers. \V e find the present Government 
cannot satisfy the demr.nds made upon it, 
and it will be a repetition of the old fable 
of the man who owned the donkey and could 
please nobody. One r<lmedy to relieve this 
would be the dissolution of the unions as at 
present existing. We shall never have a 
satisfactory conclusion to industrial matters 
until a new unionism is established enabling 
labour and capital to work hand in hand, 
and until we haYe a mutual regard for 
mutual interests. I notice references are 
made in the Financial Statement to manv 
State <enterprises. It is proposed to eotab­
lish a State . sawmill and a State coal­
mine close to Ipswich. I had a !0tter this 
morning from some of the· unfortunate people 
who bought land on the old racecourse, where 
the Government propose to establish a State 
coalmine. These men purchased the land on 
the' understanding that they had the coal 
rights. Now, it is discovered that the Go­
vernment have the minora! and coal rights. 
and the3e unfortunate people are going to 
be penalised. 

The TREASL'RER: Do vou mean th<l Tesi-
dents '? -

Mr. BELL: The owners of the land. 
The TREASC:RER: You do not think that 

the holder of a 16·perch allotment is going 
to sink a coalminc? 

Mr. BELL: They could form a syndicate. 
The TRKiST.:RER: How could they be pen­

alised when they have no rights? 
Mr. DELL: Thev understood that thev 

had tho coal rights when they pnrchase>ef. 
and it is only recently t~)",t tbry dir"z:overe·d 
that they have not got them. One man paid 
£30 per acre for some of this land, with the 
i-'1tention of establishing a coalrnino there. 
These people bought under the impres·Jion 
that they had the coal rights. 

The 'l'REASUREH : \Yho i·s responsible for 
that impresc.ion? · 

Mr. BELL: The sc•l!ers of the land and 
their agents, whoever sold it. Or, perhaps, 
the purchasers neyor inquired inio their titk. 
The Minu Department knew nothing of it 
until recently. 

The 'l'RE.\ST.:RER : You don't want the Go­
Yernment to forfeit their rights. 

Mr. BELL: Yon might give them the 
right to sink a mine, if they so desire. This 
Government came into power under falsE' 
preten~es. (Government laughter.) They 
:;;aid that the !ate Government were respon­
sible for the high prices ruling for bread 
and the nece>,aries of life. What has the 
Government done since tJrey have come into 
power? 

Mr. CoRSER: They stole our butter. 

Mr. BELL: Living has gone up since the 
present Government had been in power. 

The. TREASURER: Look at what it would 
have been if your Government had been in 
power! 

Mr. BELL : 'fhe Government comman­
deered the butter at 158s. and sold it in the 
South at a profit. That was taking awav 
the farmers' profits. I am certain that if the 
people of Queensland could givC' a vote to­
rr;orrow, they would be in favour of a change 
o, Government-that the result would be 
very different from last May. We view with 
.al<um the increase of unemployment. In the 

Mr. Bell.] 
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F.'lssifE'rn electorate we haye many opportuni­
ties<:>£ giving work to the unemployed. We 
would like to see the via recta completed, 
and the extension o£ the Fassifern line is 
oadly required. I wouJ.d like to see the Go· 
vernrnont do so1nething in this direction. 
Earlv in the session the Government intro· 
duc·ed a Bill for the relief of the Jimbour 
,;ettler-. but they withdrew the Bill, because 
they Baid meruber~ on this side objected to 
it whereas we only wanted to see perma­
nent relief granted. Members on this side 
opposed tho Elections Bill, but the Govern· 
m<nt did not withdruw that BilL The Go­
vernment woukl rather penalise the '-ettlers 
on the Jimbour Estate. This is the first 
time, for rwarly fifteen ::ears, that tho Go­
Ycmment of Queensland is showing a. deficit. 
And now the Governm~nt are proposing to 
leY;: a land ta-·; and ~n incoAn0 tax. and also 
to increase railway fares and freights-not to 
the people in the cit_,- who han' e\ery con­
Yf.'nience, but to t.h<' uLfortnnate man who 
has to Ina ke his living in the conn try, the 
man who has to fight his battles with ::\ature 
-to fight ag-ainst adverse sea \.,f)ns and poor 
markets. The:•e are the people who have to 
bear the burd,,n of taxation. I am glad the 
Govr·rnmont ar _.Ppted. the advice given b:;· the 
Opposit:on and made the J\Ieatworks Bill a 
\Var measure. I viC'\V 1,; ith alarm the lll'OM 
posnl of the Gov0rnment to cxtPnd the fran­
chise in ]oral government, bec-'lusc it will 
placR an unfair power in the hands of the 
people who do not pav rates or tax-:9. \Ye, 
on this r-id<'. desi1·e (luecnsland to prosper, 
and our wish is that evprv individual in 
Qneensland should share in that prosperity; 
hut., so long ns the Labour GovNnment 
occnpv the front Treasury benches. the:· will 
not do so. 

UPPOSITIOK :'dE-·cBERS; Hear, hehr : 

:\h. DEBBI='JGTOX (D:·auton): I am not 
a flnunC"'jnl critic at all, but I atn onr of 
tho, e unforh;_natcs \Vho have 10 .. foot th>~ 
bill," and I an1 ~·oing· to '" H ~1k fron1 that 
cxperionr0 this ev-ening. Th(~ :~j)C{'<:hcs of 
hon. gr;ntlr'lll'n opposite h!lve simp!~· been 
aH Pxcuse for t~1e land +~1-x. \'\\~ 60e that the 
Railwa~ D0p wtment not onl:- paid their 
wav but hanrled mo<:.ething ovc;· to thE' 'l'rca­
;;urer; so it is hard to understand why the 
fares and frr-ights are to be increased. \Ye 
can only come to the eonc1usion th!lt tlw 
Government are f,n-ouring the cities at tl1e 
ox pen'" of ihe countrv. The taxation is one­
sided in that it is o'nly put on the people 
ia the countr:·. It is a class tax, and one 
that is unnccesear~·. It is not the biggest 
tax that we hevo placed upon m. The big­
g-est tax that we have had is the seizure of 
the re;m]t, of our h'Jour. \Yhat would be 
said if the Government took 30 per cent. of 
the wace•> of the Government workmen? 
That would be oxactl:v the same as seizing 
our produce and keeping 30 per cent. of its 
value. That produce reprc sent' our labour. 
just as weekly wages renrr 'ent the wages of 
the workmen; and still the Government 
think nothing of hking 30 per <'ent. of our 
0·arninge.. That is not the worst of it. They 
took these wages hom the struggling people 
on the land and handNl them to the rich 
people of Brisbane. You h-ave only to look 
round to see the m-idcnccs of riches in Bris· 
hane. Look at the motor-cars and hotels, 
wl->ere they pay seven guineas a week ~ 

Hon. J. HuxHA}I: The workers do not own 
motor-car>\ <!.nd hotels. 

Mr. BEBBI::--JG'l'ON: I know two gentle· 
mPn who went in to lunch who had to pay lls. 

[Mr. Bell. 

for lunch and a drink. If people can afford' 
t _, pay that. they can afford to pay the pro­
dncPr a fair price for his }1roduce. I have 
u letter here• from a dairvman's wife sent to 
a Toowoomba tradesmm1 which shows the 
::1tate of affairs so far as the dairy1nen are 
C'OIH.·crnr-d-· 

.. I thank vou so 111llCh for sending the 
goods and v.~aiting, for your :r:noney. 'l'le 
kept the cows ut home unhl they had 
c·aten all the feed. \Ve then drew all our 
'"'1Yinus out of the bank to buy feed for 
th. m."' \Vc ho.ve nothing left. :My hus­
band then took tho cows away 34 
1uiles to son1n srrnb and priddy-pear~ 
1-:f C' i"~ doing everything· possibln to keep 
them alive. He pays 1s. per head per 
wc0k. Thrv arc milking a little, but the 
first ,,',·trg·,~ on tho milk is the agist­
m< nt fe~.' The balancP \Yill be sent on to 
you." 

Tho:''.' arc the conditions under which this 
food i,: produced. And here the Govern­
WHit deliberately seize 30 per cent. of tl;at and 
;,and i' ,,-pr to th0 rich people of Bnsb~ne. 
Is that a fair thing to do? You know It _rs 
eorrcct, a.nd vou cannot get a \vay fron1 It. 
That is not tho only thing.. They not only 
>'Ciz,' our produce. but tl!CY pu_t on a land 
tax as well-in seasons like this, when the 
far1ncr cannot gf't an inco1ne. They kn~nv 
vtfcctJy 'voll that the farmer'• }1~·e no I?-

; ne tax to pay. and th0y m~:. · .chere will 
not lw anv income, but we will make them 
pay throug·h a land ta.x." That . is a fact, 
and von cctnnot g<'t awav from It. I saw 
one farm ~f about 1,100 ·acres-a beautiful 
farm-and the three vears' drought haYe· 
absolutelv ruined the farmer. Xotwithstand­
in.r tlw 'fa.ct that that man has not had a 
sir'i'o-lc item of income for two years, he will 
l,,, bcompellcd to pay a land ta~. 

:\Ir. COOPER; \Yhat ie tho Yalue of the 
land? 

:\Ir. BEBBI?\i"GTOK: The Yalue of the· 
farm would be £5.000 or £6,000. 

GOYEm;:IIEXT ::\TE~IBER~; Ruill(d. (Laugh­
ter.) 

:V1r. BEBBINGTON: Ye~. ruined. That 
£5,000 or £6,000 represents that man's sav­
ings for a lifetime, and he probably had a. 
n1ortgao-e of half that amount. But because 
h~· ha-, ~o incon1e. the Govern1nent say, '• \Ve 
will make him pay a land tax." That is the 
kind of sympathy they have. 

The 'TREASuRER: Poor starving fellow, 
with a farm worth £5,000 or £6,000. (Go­
Yernment laughter.) 

Mr. BEBBING'rON: That man has not 
rEceived a single penny income from his 
crops for over two years, but the Govern· 
m<·nt sav he must pav up. The Treasurer 
savs '''pay un and 'look cheerful." But­
here' in Brisbai1e men of their own clique­
just because they happen to earn a weekly 
wage and get an income of £200 a 
year-do not pay any tax at all .• But these 
men in the country-just because tney happen 
to own a, little bit of land a,nd have to 
struggle to make a, living-the~' not only 
have to pay a land tax, _but the Governmel!t 
take 30 per cent. of their produce. Here IS 
•nother case where a man had forty cows. 
'l'hev are all dead. The man took his savings 
oi' years out of the post off.ce bank and 
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bought food for them as long as he could, 
and mortgaged his farm. However, he has 
g-ot to pay a tax on that farm. 

The TREASURER: \Vhat is the value of the 
farm? 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Probably £1,400 or 
£1,500. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC l:NSTRCCTION ; 
Poor farmer ! (Government laughter.) 

Mr BEBBINGTON : They know nothing 
about the farmer. They cannot grasp any­
thing at all outside of Brisbane. Their 
minds go just as far as the suburban trains, 
and they ,,ay, ·· \Vc will relieve you of 
taxation and we will tax the man on the 
la.nd." That is all their sympathy with the 
people in the country, who have to fight, 
as we have, in order to make a living; 
and it 1s very aggravating, under conditions 
euch as that, to haYe to t.alk to such men. 
. Mr. FREE interjected. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON : There i' another 
one. His mind only goes as far as the big 
bridge. Then we h"n' the Food Prices Com­
missioner, who i. practically a buffer between 
the Premier and the public. He does not 
count for anything else. He admits that 
when he fixed prices he did not take any 
evidence of the cost of production, and hu 
says the people were doing fairly well on 
the coast. \Vhat does a man on the coast 
say? He says---

"No doubt there are a few da-irvma4 
on the coast who have not felt the .;'ffecto 
of the drought a good deal. But they 
are very few and far between. The great 
majority are like myself-just able to 
exist. I have just received my cheque 
for September's cream (£5 6s. 4d.). This 
represents wages for mvself and four of 
my family, and comes "to about os. 6~d. 
per da-y betwee11 five of us, .without allow­
ing anything for carting cream 6 miles 
to the station." 

And then the Government take 30 per cent. 
of that os. 6!d. per day. Going further he 
says---

" How is ihat for doing well? How 
would Mr. Sumner and some of his 
Trades Hall friends like working twelve 
hours a day for those wages? I have 
been milking and feeding nineteen cows 
to get that, and yet I ha-ve been doing 
better than some of my neighbours. I 
know one man in this district who had 
to turn his cows out altogether three 
months ago. Yet we are doing well! 
Of course, we must be, because Mr. 
Sumner says we are, and he ought to 
know ! I wonder is Mr, Sumner doing 
well now? I see by to-day's 'Courier' 
that his present income is £8 per week 
and £1 ls. per day expenses-more than 
a good many dairymen will make in the 
next two months." 

Then he talks about the crowds that go to 
the races. \Ve have to keep the crowds 
there; the crowds that they see on the race­
course every week ; the crowds that you 
see lining the streets and the theatres. It is 
a shame, and nothing else, to tP ke 30 per 
cent. of our produce and hand it over to 
those people. You have made us the slaves 
of the whole community, practically speaking. 
That is your sympathy with the farmer. 

Mr. GILDAY interjected. 
1915-4 R 

:Yir. BEBBJNG'IOX: The hon. member 
::;ays, "An1en:'' \vhlch means " f?o be it." 
(Laughter.) He has had somethmg cheap, 
and I hope he has enjoved it. Now we come 
to the land tax, and we find that, with a 
£300 exemption, they have calculated very 
nicely the building allotments of the whole 
of the population round Brisbane. You let 
them all off. If you take the residential 
areas outside Brisbane, you will find that the 
Yalue of the allotments comes under £300, 
w they are all exempt. 

:Mr. KIRWA"N: Just fancy this being a 
rich man's Government! (Laughter.) 

:i'v1r. BEBBINGTOJ\': It is a rich man's 
Govormnent and nothing else. You tax no­
body but the man on the land. There is no 
add.itional tax on the man in the town, 
practically specking. There is a.nother thing 
which thev sPem to lose sight of. They 
think that" they are going to penalise the 
men who hold large areas of land in the 
\Vest, that were purchased at lOs. an acre . 
In those cases the State has had the benefit 
of something like 50 per cent. more than 
\Yhat they get for their leasehold land. 

The PREMIER : You think we ought to get 
more for the leaseholds? 

:Mr. BEBBINGTON: The people bought 
that land at lOs. an acre, and the interest 
on that is 6d. an acre. and the same land 
alongside is very often ·leased at ld. or l~d. 
an acre; therefore the· people who bought 
that land at lOo. an apre have lost about 
75 per cent. 

:Ylr. GILLIES: Is that an argument in favour 
o[ freehold? 

}h-. BEBBING'I'O"": It is a fact; it is no 
arg-ument at all. 

At 9.50 p.m., 
'l'he CHAIRi\IA:N resumed the chair. 
Mr. BEBBINUTO::X: Now we come to the 

railways. We must certainly congratulate the 
Commissioner for Railways on his business 
methods. I think the Minister for Railways 
has done the best he could to grapple with 
the situation, and I do not think he has had 
anything to do with grabbing our food 
below cost. I believe he would be above 
taking the food from the poor to give to 
the rich. .Anyhow, as a member of the 
Government, he has had to come in with 
the rest, and it has been done. We find that 
there is a balance in connection with the 
railways of £48.000 to the good, so we want 
to know why the necessity for raising the 
rail VI ay fares and freights generally, and 
not the suburban rates ? This is all done 
merely to tax one class of people-that is, the 
people in the country-and the people in the 
towns and citios are let off. Then there is 
the question of the guaranteed lines. If we havE) 
a surplus of £48,000, what necessity is there 
to enforce the guarantee? Then there is a 
very large amount of money that the rail­
ways should get credit for, and for which 
they get no erE'dit whatever. I refer to the 
increased values and rents which are created 
by the railways running through the l.and, 
and which go into the. Lands Department, 
and the increased values of freehold land 
created by the railway. The railway gets 
no credit for that, and those who have to 
guarantee the line have to pay. I do not 
see any reason why the Railway Department 
should not get credit for that. 

The PREMIER: You say the increased value 
of freehold land? 

Mr. Bebbir'f{ton.l 
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Mr. BEBBINGTON: What is freehold to­
day? Berore the railways were surveyed, in 
some of our districts-take the N anango 
district; in that district the State offered 
the land at £1 lOs. an acre, and no one 
would take it. But after the railway was 
surveyed, a lot of that land was sold at £6 
an acre. I say a great deal of that should 
be credited to the railway. 

The PREMIER: What about the private 
lands? That is what we want to get at. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON : If you can make it 
a property tax, I would be pleased indeed. 
Charge' all property, without any exemption. 

The TREASURER : You want a tax on the 
buildings as well as on the land. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I want to see no 
exemption, and it would suit the farmers 
very much better if you had a tax on build­
ings, if you only have a certain amount to 

make up. If you want £150,000 
[10 p.m.] or £500,000 and you let nobody 

off-no exemption-then the tax 
comes to very little. But when you are going 
to take only a few, it seems that those few 
will have to pay a great deal. Why should 
we let the profeR,ional IRen have their 
building sites exempt? Hon. members will 
find that very few of .these allotments will 
go over £300. 

The PREMIER: You want us to tax the 
farmer's house as well as hi~ land. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: If you cannot get 
it one way, you will get it another. If he 
has no income, you will get his land. I 
am very glad to see that an increase is pro­
vided for hospitals. People, I think, realise 
very little what they are doing. We were 
led to believe that once the Labour party 
got on to the Treasury benches, they would 
alter things altogether, but here we find 
that they were merely providing an exra 
£18,000. I think that the country hospitals 
are called upon to do a great deal more than 
they should be called upon to do, according 
to the a<lsistance they get. They are un­
doubtedly called upon to do unreasonable 
things. Here in Brisbane the hospital gets 
£4,000 extra, and Townsville and Rockhamp­
ton and other places also get something 
extra, but the country hospitals have to live 
on practically what they ·can get-we will 
say £2 for £1. We were told by hen. mem· 
hers opposite that they would get more, but 
there does not appear to be any sign of it. 
I have said, and I say again, that our coun­
try hospitals are kept up by sweating the 
medical and nursing staff. 

Mr. McPHAIL: Nationalise them. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Nationalise them, 
or do anything you like, but the Government 
will not find the money. The Government 
are giving an eight-hours' day to the asylum 
employees and so on, and they are the prin­
cipal employers in connection with our hos­
pitals, because they find most of the money, 
and why should they not give them the same 
conditions? They look after everybody ex· 
cept those who are looking after the sick. 
I have spoken to the Home Secretary and 
the Assistant Home Secretary, and they cer­
tainly appear to have a good deal of sym­
pathy .with them. 

The PRE~!IER: Did the Liberal party not 
do less in better times 2 

[Mr. Bebbington. 

Mr. BEBBI:c\GTON: I do not see how they 
could have done less. 

The PREMmR: You have admitted that 
they did. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: £18,000 is only a 
natural increase. There is an increase in 
connection with all other institutions. This 
is the fourth year I have spoken on this 
question, and I hope the Home Secretary 
and the Assistant Home Secretary will soon 
do something to alter the condition of things. 
Another question which comes under the 
Home Secretary's Department is the ques­
tion of roads. The late Government intended 
to set aside 10 per cent. of the royalties on 
timber for the maintenance of country roads 
where timber carting had to be done, be­
"ause it cuts up the roads, and I sincerely 
hope that the present Government will carry 
out their intentions. Then there is the ques­
tion of the freehold of land which has not 
been entirely cleared. At the present time, 
I believe that no person can get the freehold 
until he has cleared the whole of it. I think 
that oncn a man clears an acre he is entitled 
to the freehold, and I would give it to him, 
no matter how much was left. He should 
have every encouragement. Coming to the 
question of unemployment, I hope that the 
Government will not think that all the un­
employed are in Brisbane. \Ve know it is a 
Brisbane Government. (Government dis­
sent.) 

Mr. KIRWA:-i: How can you say that? 
Look at the front bench! 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: We can only go by 
their actions. I admit that they have treated 
Rockhampton and Townsville the same­
there must be no extra taxation there or in­
creased railway rates. There are two things 
sacre·d to hen. members opposite-one is the 
grog trade, and the other is the cities. They 
would not put their hands on either of them. 

Mr. H. L. HARTLEY: How do you make 
that out? 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: A gentleman the 
other day said that he was supporting them 
bec'1use they promised not to interfere. 

The PREMIER : · No such promise v.-as ever 
made. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I hope that relief 
for the unemployed will be distributed right 
throughout the State. I know of several 
places where improvements are needed. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Railways? 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Railways and im­
provements to railways. The han. member 
knows that I only want one railway station, 
and I sincerely hope he will carry that out. 

The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN re­
ported progress, and the Committee obtained 
leave to sit again to-morrow. 

TOOWONG PARK BILL. 

MESSAGE FROM COUNCIL. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt or 
a message from the Council returning this 
Bill with amendment'·, in which they re­
quested the concurrence of the Assembly. 

The consideration of the message was made 
an Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

The House adjonrned at eleven minutes 
past 10 o'clock. 




