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144 Questions, [AS SEMEL Y.] Questions. 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

THURSDAY, 22 JULY, 1915. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. W. MvCormack, Cairns) 
t<Jok the chair at ha.lf-past 3 o'clock. 

PAPERS. 

The follo>ving paper·,, laid on the table, 
were ordered to be printed :-

Report of the Principal Shorthaad 
·writer on the cost and circulation of 
" Hansard " for the yea:· ended 30th 
Jun~. 1915. · 

Report of the Metropolitan VIT ater and 
Sewerage Board f<Jr 1914. 

Regulations under the Workers' Dwell­
ings Acts, 1909 to 1911. 

Regulations under the Pearl-shell and 
Beebe-de-Mer Fishery Acts Amend­
mont Act of 1913. 

Regulation" under the Health Acts, 1900 
to 1911. 

QUESTIONS. 

CHEESE AND BeTTER STATISTICs. 

Mr. SWAYNE (Jlirani) asked the Secre­
tarr for Agriculture and Stock-

" 1. What were the quantities, respec­
tively, of cheese and butter made in 
Queensland during the month of :May, 
1914, and the quantities of the same made 
during May o£ this year, and the market 
pricec per pound of cheese and hundred­
weight of butter during the same months? 

"2. \Vhat VI ere the quantities, respec­
tively. of oheese and butter made in 
Queen,,land during the month of June in 
1914, and the quantities of the same made 
du_ring June in this year, and the market 
pnces per pound of cheese and hundred­
wDight of butter during the same 
months? " 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. W. Lennon, Herbert) replied-

" 1. Amount of cheese made in Queens­
land during May, 1914, 551,685 lb.; price, 
7!d. to S~d. per lb. Amount of cheP'e 
made during May, 1915, 242,338 !h. ; 
price, 1s. ner lb. Amount of butt;er m&de 
during May, 1914, 2, 751,253 lb. ; price, 
104s. per cwt. Amount of butter made 
during May, 1915, l,Sl0,557 lb.; price, 
194s. to 202s. per cwt. 

" 2. Amount of cheese made during 
June, 1914, 594,056 lb. ; price, Sad. to S~cl. 
per lb. Amount of butter made during 
June, 1914, 2,047,251 lb. ; prieD, lOSs. to 
12Ds. per cwt. Amount of cheese made 
during- June, 1915, 177,110 lb.; price, Is. 
to ls. O~d. per lb. ._\mount of butter 
made during June, 1915, 1,307,760 lb.; 
price. 196s. to 215s. per cwt. The cheese 
figureo are practicaliy correct, but not 
exco.ctl) ·.o, as thf' returns from a few 
small factories arc not available." 

GoOD!';A AsYLU:YI \YARDS. 
Mr. O'S"CLLIVAN (Kennedy), for Mr. H. 

J Ryan (Cook), asked the Secretary for 
Public Works-

" 1. Were tcnd•n·s called for the new 
warde at Goodna Asylum? 

'· 2. If so, what were the names of the 
tendorers, and the amount·· of the 
tenders? 

"3. What wa; the estimate of the 
Works Department for same, and, if 
same had been accepted by the Minister, 
what would have been th<· saving on the 
work?" 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
(Hon. E. Theodore, Chillagoe) replied-

" L Yes. 
"2. V\r Kitchen, £17,417 7s.: W. Chap­

lain, £14,967; W. Beavis, £14,839; J. 
G. Hobbs. £14,380; A. Keddie, £13,987 
6s. 6d.; G. A. Baumber, £13,946; W. 
Kerr, £13,900 (accepted). 

,. 3. The ·department's estimate was 
£13,941." 

GOVEllN:IIENT'S DEALINGS \UTH BUTTER. 
Mr. STEVENS (Rosewood) asked the 

Chief Secretary-
,, 1. Is he a>\are that :McKeever, to 

whom tlw Government sold 200 boxes of 
butter, is one of the biggest speculators 
in butter in Australia? 

" 2. Is he a ware that the price of 
butter adHmced to 233s. 4d. in Mel­
bourne on the 19th instant, and that, 
therefore, McKeever will make a profit 
of over £13 per ton on the butter sold 
b:v the Govm·nment? 

"3. Is he a·;, are that the Crown Law 
Office holds that the law prohibits f.o. b. 
export, and that, therefore, the Govern­
ment broke the law in selling f.o.b.? 

"4. Who was the agent through whom 
tho Government sold this butter to 
11ci(eever, .and what rate of commission 
did he receive? 

"5. Vl'hy was not the Farmers' Co­
opeeative Distributing Comvany given 
an opportunity of sellmg the butter? 

" 6. Is it not a misleading statement 
to say that the price of butter has 
dropped locally below 196s. in conse­
quence of the Gove;nment's action?" 

The PREMIER (Hon. T. J. Ryan, Barcoo) 
replied-

" 1. :"olo. 
" 2. I have not th<' particulars of the 

profit made by Mr. :McKeever. 
" 3. It is not the custDm to disclose the 

opinions of the Crown Law Office, or to 
answer questions of law. (Sec Speaker's 
ruling o£ yesterday in reply to a question 
by :VIr. ::Y1acartney.) 

" 4. Mr. H. M. Russell ; 1 per cent. 
'' 5. I know of no particular reason. 

They, no doubt, had already collected 
their commission on the sale to the Go­
Yernmcnt. 

" 6. The Government wa~ unable to sell 
butter locallv at 196s. net to crrtain 
firms, who st~tccl the,- could purchase on 
1nore favourable terms." 

vVouNDED SoLDIERs' S;.;;ATomc:M. 
:Y1r. GUJ:\::'-J (Carnart•on) asked the Chief 

Secretary-
" Considering the likelihood of many 

wound<ed soldrers returning tD Queens­
land during the summer months, will h& 
consider the advantage of making pro­
vision for wounded soLdier~ in the Stan­
thorpe district? " 
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The PREMIER replied-
" The matter will be broug-ht und0r 

the notice of the Commom1ealth authori· 
ties.'' 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 

Mr. MACART::\'EY (Toowong): I desire, 
with the permission of the House, to make 
a personal explanation. 

The SPEAKER: Is it the pleasure of the 
House that the hon. member should make 
a personal explanation? 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. MACARTXEY: During the course 
of the proceedings yesterday afternoon, a 
statement was made bv the hon. member for 
Keppel, a statement of which I have 
taken the precaution to obtain a copy from 
the " Hansard " record. That statement is 
111 the following words:-

" I wish to point out that it is quite 
evident why the hon. member for 'roo­
wong has been elected to the position 
of leader of the Opposition. He has been 
elected because he is the legal repre­
sentative of the American meat trust, 
the representative of the shipping ring, 
and of the tramway monopoly, and other 
combinations that have been defrauding 
the taxpayers of Quernsland lately. He 
has been elected outside Parliament 
altogether; he was elected by the 
commercial magnates of the State, who 
insisted that he should be appointed to 
that position." 

Referring to that statement subsequently, he 
said-

" I have good authority for it. . 
I sa>;' his election was brought about in 
a certain way. . . . I say it is 
absolutely correct, and the hon. member 
knowq it is correct." 

The hon. member also said-
" The influence to which I have re­

ferred may have been at work without 
his knowledge." 

Later on, he said-
" I could prove my contention up to 

the hilt." 

On being asked what his grounds were for 
making that statement, the hon. member 
merely said-

" Hon. members opposite have so often 
indulged in victimisation, that I feel sure 
that if I gave my authority, the person 
who gave me the information would 
be victimised, and placed at a serious 
disadvantage." 

That implieq a substantive charge, reflecting 
upon my character in the position I hold as 
leader of the Opposition, and a member of 
this Housf', and it also involves a serious 
substantive charge against the members who 
have elected me to the position of their 
leader. I do not wish to refer to the earlier 
part of that statement, further than to say 
that, so far as my position as a legal mem­
ber is concerned, certain suggestions were 
made as far bade as 1912, and I then made 
a personal explanation to the House, which 
is tD be found a·t page 566 of volume cxi, 
of " Hansard " for the vear 1912. I have 
PndP:tvourPd at all timP" ·to keep within the 
linccB of that personal explanation. With 

1915-L 

reference to the other part of the hon. 
member's statement-the part which suggests 
that I was forced into the position of leader 
of the Opposition in this House ~y com­
mercial magnates, by the money m!erests 
of Queensland, I say the statement Is un­
founded in fact, and absolutely false. (Hear, 
hear!) That hon. members who elected me 
to that position, in the ordinary course, were 
forced bv the same reason, is also absolutely 
false. (HPar, hear!) I do not wish to a~mse 
the permission which the HousE\ has given 
IDE' to make a personal explanation. I in­
vite the fullest inquirs into the matter, and 
if the hon. gentleman who lead·< the Govern­
mpnt will have an inquiry made by a 
Supreme Court judge into the truth or 
otherwise of the allegation to which I refer, 
I am prepared to abide by the r<;"ult of 
that inquiry, even if it meanti my retirement 
from the public life of this State. 

Mr. LARCOMBE: I will deal with you later; 
I will prove what I said later. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 

E::\'E::VlY CO.KTRACTS ANNULJ\IENT 
BILL. 

INITIATION. 

On the motion of the PREMIER, it WdS 

formal! v resolved-
,(That the House will, at its next sit­

ting regolve itself into a Committee of 
the 'Whole to consider of the desirable­
ness of introducing a Bill relating to con­
tracts with enemy subjects." 

RE;OTRICTION OF HORSERACING TO 
LICENSED CLUBS. 

* Mr. GU.KN (Carnarron), in moving-
,, That, in the opinion of the House, 

legislation should be intrDduced to con­
fine the conduct of horseracing to pro­
perly organised and licensed clubs, that 
do ;,ot race for the private profit of a 
racecourse proprietor or lessee," 

said: I called " Not formal " to this motion 
so that I might oo able to bring under the 
notice of the House the character of some 
of the racing that takes place in Que~nsland. 
I do not wish to block the motion gomg to a 
division. but I think it would be to the 
advantage of the House if a little light was 
thrown on the subject. This motion I 
brought before the House last session, but 
somehow or other it always got to the bottom 
of the list on the business-paper, and we 
never had an opportunity of properly de­
bating it. The subject is one whic~. nee.d 
not be approached in any party spuit; It 
i• a matter which interests the whole of the 
,;eople of Queensland, and I do not wish 
to treat it in any part.y manner. I hope 
that when the vote iR taken I shall have 
the support of members on both sides of the 
House. I do not know whether the general 
public are aware of the fact that there are 
three or four different sorts of racing in 
Queensland. T.here are the clubs w~ich are 
properly constituted clubs and whwh are 
registered by the Queensland Turf Club. 
There are also properly constituted clubs 
whi•'h are not registered and which rlo not 
run under the rules of the c..Jueensland Turf 
Club. There are registered proprietary 
dubs, that is private clubs which run under 
the rules of the Queensland Turf Club. Then 

Mr. Gunn.] 
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there IS a fourth class of clubs-namely, un­
registered proprietary clubs. If a man is 
disqualified by registtred clubs, he can im 
mediately go and race under unregistered 
clubs, so that in some cases a disqualification 
is practieally no disability. In England clubs 
are registered by the principal racing clubs. 
In America there are various methods of 
registering different clubs. Some of them 
are the same as those which prevail in Aus­
tralia, the regigtration being done through 
the principal racing clubs, but in some of 
the States the Governor appoints a com­
mittee who attend to the registration of 
tacmg in the State. The best methoJ io 
tnat adopted in l'<ew Zealand; there are 
some fifty or sixty clubs in New Zealand, and 
each of those clubs sends two delegates to 
Vvellington where they meet each ycnr, 
thra~h out all the different complaints con­
nected with racing during th8 year that is 
past, and appoints a committee whose func­
tiono are ·i;o manage racing during the fol· 
lowing year. 

::M:r. MuRPHY: A racing council. 

Mr. GU~N: A racing muncil. That coun­
cil takh charge of all the racing in New 
Zealand, and they refuse to register pro­
prietary clubs •at all. vV e might do some­
thing of that sort in Queensland. It is not 
m much an Act of Padiament in New 
Zealand DS a custom, and the custom has 
become so prevalent there that it is equal to 
an Act of Parliament. I think that prc­
prietarv racing .and unregist0re.d racing ·ha'~ 
become" .;o prevalent in Queensland that it 
will be necessary ,for us to pass an Act to 
deal 'vit'h racing. If tny motion if: carried, 
you will obbd"Vf' that it is nothing very grectt. 
It is only e requp,t that the Govc_nment. deal 
¥\'ith racing n1.atters, and pass an Act per­
taining thereto. If, on the other hand, my 
motion is defeated. it means that it will be 
taken as a hint to ·all propriPtary clubs, and 
people of that sort, who like to go in for 
racing as an oc~upation, and mako a living 
at it, to do so without any chance of b2ing 
prohibited from doing so. 

Mr. BOOKER: And exploit the public. 

Mr. GUNN: Yes, and exploit the public. 
There is no doubt about it, but that in recent 
vears the blood stock is not what it was in 
the old days. Go back in history, say, 100 
years, when they used to have races for 3 
miles in Great Britain, and the jockeys 
<·arricd 10 stone. The oonsequence was that 
the horses in those days were very efficient 
horses in time of war, and they produced 
good re1nounts, and carriage horses, and 
good riding horse:>. The sires which those 
horses produced came out to Australia, and 
I can remember some of the stock that came 
from them. I can safely say that the blood 
stcck in Australia in those da vs were far 
better ·horses than those we ,Jiave at the 
pre~ent day. (Hear, hear !) _\. grBat deal 
of that has (,,en brought about by the short 
di,tanccs which the horses of to"day have to 
race, and the early racing, horse' having to 
start racing now nt two years old. If you 
follow the advPctisements. you will see 
racing prog-rammes put before the public for 
ponies of 13.2 hands and 14 hands. And, 
really, ,they have to "race rounq a, sh<?rt 
C<Jurse tnat rn horse or ,an:T l'e'lpectabH~ srz:; 
could get round. In olden times racing used 
to bo th:! sport of kings) and of con11noners, 
too, fur thct nv.ttter, as I dnn't say that it 
should be· confined to kings. But Lin those 

[Mr. Gunn. 

-days everybody wBnt to the races and con­
sidered it was a fine day's spmt to see the 
ilne animals that were mcing. At the pmsent 
time it is coming to this : that not only do 
we have racing on Saturdays and holidays, 
but we also have racing every clay in the week. 
There are manv men who havB occupations 
as clerks in stm;es and banks, and when th<"ir 
employer finds out that they arc in !he habit 
of going to the races every Saturday, the 
employer begins to wonder why they are 
going there, and it is not long before these 
young men find that their situntions arc 
tilled by someone else. 

Mr. KIRWAN: How will you get over that 
.difficulty ? 

:.VIr. GUNX: I will s•how you how to get 
m·er that difficulty later on. If the race­
cour•'("l were controlled properly, as they are 
in ='Jew Zealand, or in some other way, by 
eogi stering them, we could restrict the num­
ber of days of racing to, sa.r, ~aturday~ ":nd 
holid.a;ys, and we could only grve pe;mrss!on 
to each club to have so many days racmg 
each year. That would restrict the racing­
very materially, and in that w.ay we wo:rld 
get over the difficulty I was JUst sp0<1kmg 
<~bout, beca.use these young men would not 
be able to go to the races so often. I !'m 
not one of those who believe that everythmg 
should be nationalised, that everything 
should be run by the State. 

:Mr. SJYTITH: You are coming to it, though. 
Mr. GUN::-1': There are many things that 

it is necessary for the State to take charge 
of. I do net think the State should have un­
limited racing, and the people should not 
be allmced to spend .o much money as 
the~ do on racing at the present time.. I 
think a lot of the money now spent on racmg 
would b,, bett-er spent if given to charity. 
C' nder tho old svstem, at places like War­
'\-Vick, Too\voomba, and other _centres, they 
only ha·cl races two or three trmes a year ; 
but if proprietary clubs are e;tabiished at 
Sandgate, G~nnpie, or other places, the 
proprietor wants to make money out of the 
racjng, and, i11stead of having races hvo or 
three times a year, he hr:.s races every Satur­
clav and holidav. That smt of thing is not 
cor"lducive to the breeding of good hones, 
nor to the breeding of good men either. 
(Hear, hear!) I am not . acting merely in 
opposition to the proprretary racecourse 
ownere. I am here in a public spirit. I do 
not ''ant to interfere with anyone's enter­
prise or anything of that sort, but. I war;tt 
to prevent our young 1nen frmn \.\7 asting their 
monov on the racecourse when they might 
b,J hotter emploved. 'They would be better 
employed in spo;·t, such as rowing, football, 
Ol' cricket, than by spending their time on 
the racecourse. I do not know how wo can 
get rid of proprietary racing all at once, 
but under the Liquor Act we have a system 
of loccd option polls, under which the num­
ber of licenses to hotel-keJpers might be re­
duced or increased. We might have some­
thing the same for racing. At any rate, no 
new license''' should bo issued for racing 
Perhaps we tnay have to pay compensation 
to those who own proprieta;-y clubs; but, 
at any rate, the .Proprietary clubs should 
be absorbed in some way or other in the 
dulv cunstituted racing clubs, and on all 
those r.•.cecom'·C' of half a mile or six 
furlongs in circumference-, it should be 
illegnl t.o hold races there at all. lt sh0uld 
also be rllegal to race on any day but Satur­
day or a holiday, and it should be illegal 
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to race by electric light at night. A great 
number of young people attend these race 
meetings, not to see the races at all, but to 
gamble on the totalisator. It is not the 
excitsment of the racing that attracto them 
but th, excitement of gambliilg. You might 
just as well have a lot of iguana"' racin::r 
round the bottom of a washtub as to have 
such race meetings as that. (Laughter.) 

l'vir. KmwA": You would get a run for 
your mon°'Y then. (Laughter.) 

Mr. G UKN : At any rate, the iguana 
would not be "pullecJ," like the horses ar<", 
at the present time. He would be a trier. 
{Laught.r·r.) Thr·re is another matter in 
connection with raeiDg, and that is the total­
isator. I do not know if everyone umler­
stand' how the totalisator is run. The owner 
of the machine gets 2 per cent., the Govern­
ment g~t 5 per cent., and the club gets 
6:1 per cent. for their share. That is a good 
profit for the club. It is quit,, enough; 
in fact. I think it is too much. Then comes 
along the fractions. That amounts to this: 
If vour dividend CDmes to 19s. lld. on tho 
tota:Iisator, you only get 19s., and the other 
lld. is collared by the club or by th€ pro­
prietor of the racecourse. 

l\1r. O'SuLLIVAN: That is a pretty big frac­
tion-too much. 

Mr. GUNN: It is a big fraction, and it 
rom<·,, to more than people think. A friend 
worked out the figur.es for the metropolitan 
area last year, and the fractions that the 
people did not get, and which they ought to 
have got, amounted to £5,300. That money 
ougl1t to be handed over to the hospitals. 
(Hear, hear!) If that money was handBd over 
to the hospitals, and they got a sub .idy of £2 
for £1, it would mean that they would get 
nearly £16,000. There are other things that 
want looking after, perhaps, just as much 
as racecourses, but I think it is necessary 
that a Bill should be brought in to deal with 
racecourses. I do not want to talk on this 
matter, as I hope to see a division on the 
motion, and when the division comes, if the 
motion is passed, it will only be a request 
to the Government of the day to bring in a 
Racing Bill, and then the racing clubs and 
other people interested in the matter can 
deputationise the Premier, or whoever has 
charge of the measure, and make suggestions 
as to the best way of carrying on racing in 
Queensland. Before I ~it down I would like 
also to say that there is another class of 
amusement that wants controllino- and that 
is the picture shows. o• 

The SPEAKER: Order ! 
The TRFISURER: That is outside the scope 

of tho Bill. 

Mr. GU~N: }\ll I want to say is that they 
are on a par with racing clubs. I don't 
want to interfere with an:rbody's legitimate 
busin0ss, and I don't want to spoil sport in 
any way. I want to see clean sport and the 
blood horses of Queensland improved but 
I don't want to see the people led ~stray 
at racecourses as they are at the present 
time. I hope my motion will be carried. 
(Hear, hear !) 

Mr. LA:t\D (Balonnr): I have much plea­
sure in seconding the motion moved by the 
hon. member for Carnarvon. I am strongly 
opposed to proprietary racing. I do not 
know anything about the men conducting 
proprietary racing in Queensland at the 
present time; it is the principle I oppose. It 
has often been argued, in favour of pro-

prietary racing, that an individual can run 
a meeting quite as honestly and as fairly as 
a club. I have nothing to say against that. 
If a straightforward, honourable man comes 
along, rents a piece of land, forms a course, 
and holds a meeting, no one can take ex­
ception to it, but I think the principle is a 
bad one, and it is about time that the 
Government of Queensland had some control 
over racing institutions. There are many 
reasons why I say that. In the first place, 
one of the first rules embodied in the con­
stitution of a jockey club is that it is for 
the improvement of horsea. Queensland is 
looked upon as one of the best horse-breed­
ing ~ountries in the "orld. I think the good 
horses that have been reared in Queensland 
in days gone by could hold their own with 
any horse in any other part of the world. 
I have had a lot to do amongst the stock of 
Queensland, and I know from experience that 
it is now hard to get a decent horse to ride. 
Five and twenty years ago you could go to 
a station yard, and it was just as intPresting 
to look through the horses on the station as 
it is to look through the h0rse section at the 
Exhibition now. 

Mr. TOLMIE: Quite true! 

Mr. LAND: You Jould get a horse in 
those day; off the grass that would carry 
you 100 miles, and you could run a lot of 
brumbies all day long; but you cannot find 
a horse to do that to-day. How many 
people, when one is talking in that strain, 
will quote the time? Yes, but they gener­
ally quote the time about spring. You take 
a programme and look at the acceptances 
at the end of the day and you will find the 
big farmers' prize, perhaps £500 or £1,000, 
and the smallest field starts at that time of 
the day. You will find in the country at 
most race meetings the hack race--the half­
mile flutter-as a rule is the best race of the 
meeting, which goes to show that the horse 
is deteriorating. I had a look at some 
horses that were purchased by the Govern­
ment for military purposes, and I can assure 
you that many of the horses were not too 
good. I know some of the men that were 
appointed to purchase horses for the military 
of Queensland, and I know them to be good 
judges and experienced men, and the fact 
that some of the horsps were not too good 
(l'oes to show that the horse in Queensland 
IS deteriorating. I go a lot further, perhaps, 
than most people. First of all, I would like 
to say that I do not think there are many 
men and women in Queensland who would 
favour doing away with racing. The peonle 
of Australia generally are fond of racing; 
they are fond of the sport. and they are fond 
of horses, and consequently they will race, 
and while they race they will bet. You 
might as well try to stop the tide coming 
in as try to stop the people of Queensland 
from betting at race meetings. I do not 
Ree ;;-hy you should stop them either. That 
being so, I think it is right that the Govern­
ment should control racing for the protection 
of the people who frequent racecourses and 
the people who bet. If I had my way I 
would have bookmakers, and I would is'u" 
the lic'lnses direct by the Crown. Hundreds 
and thousands of pounds pass through the 
bookmakers' hands every year, and I would 
like to know what the Uovernment get out 
of that. The Government, or past Govern­
ments, seemed to think they had a right to 
get something out of betting because they 
legalised the totalisator and they took 5 per 
cent. of the money invested. Then, why 
should not the people of Queensland get 

Mr. Land.] 
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something out of the bookmakers? I think 
that is nothing but fair. If you legalise 
bookmaking, you protect the bookmaker, 
and protect the betting public also. I think 
it is nothing but fair that the people should 
be protected, and that the Government 
should be protected also, and by that means 
you would get some revenue. I do not say 
that revenue won in that way should be 
earmarked for hospitals or any other charit­
able institutions at all, because I think it 
should go into the consolidated revenue, and 
I think that hospitals ought to be financed 
out of the consolidated revonue-(heaJ". 
hear !)-and all our charitab!P institutions, 
too. 

J\lr. MACARTNEY: \Yhy not tax picture 
shows? 

:\fr. L \ND : I would be out of order if 
I dealt with that question. (Laug·hter.) I 
do not "ant to be drawn off the track, hut 
I think that it would be a fair thing for 
the Government to take that mattor in 
hand at once. ·with reference to the totalisa­
tor. if a man inYe,ts £1 in the totalisator, 
it is gone in six timC's. Of c,aurse, practi­
cally we can say that it takes eight 
times to follow up £1 in expenses on tho 
" tote." but some people go further and 
'ay that £1 is gone after six inYestmcnb. 
Now, that seems Yerv unfair. But I think 
that. instead of the· Government taking 5 
per cent.. they ought to take tho totalisator 
over altogether, and run it themselves, and 
let the whole of the money go into tho 
cmlsDlidated reYenue. The fractions have 
been referred to. I think the fractions have 
no right to he taken away from the public 
at all. It is their money if it is any­
one's. and if it is not theirs it is no man's 
and I think the Government should step i~ 
at an early date, and take the fractions. 
\Vhen we come to consider the number of 
race meetings that arc P<eld in the metro­
polit-an area, the c!a:'s of meetings, and the 
way the0 are held-If we watch the people 
who follow up racing-it is not a fair thing. 
You can go round to some racecourses on 
race days, and you will see a great number 
of people upon a hill, carrying on betting 
transactions, clear away from the racecourse 
altogethPr. At Keclron, as you drive along 
the road close to the course, you will see 
people with betting tickets, which shows that 
they_ must be doing a ver:; great business 
0uts1d~ the course altogether. That kind 
Df thing is done, and it is under no control 
and I think that, if for no other rea~mn tha~ 
to protect the people whD patronise races, 
the Government should take action. I think 
also, that it is about time thev took som~ 
action towards controlling the distances 
that arc run by the horses to-day. It would 
be a ~ood thing to fix a minimum distance. 
\Ve will say, for argument's sake, that six 
furlcng-s should be the sho, test distance that 
a race could be run, (Hen, hear!) I think, 
too, that hor''" should net bo allowed to 
race as earl} as thr:y do. It is the cause of 
many of our hor:;;es being· small in size, and 
help'' a good den! to bring about the small 
horse. The hen. member for Carnarvon re­
fPrred to racing ponies being 13.2 hands. I 
wo~ld not . haYe any objection to anyone 
ramng ponH'S ; I would not mind about 
the size, but these ponies are small weeds 
and there is no doubt that many people try 
to breed them as small as they possibly can. 
ThPy try to breed thoroughbreds as small 
a,;. the_Y can to race in pony meetings. I 
tlunk It would be m the intcr<·>,ts of Queens-
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land for the Government to step in and con­
trol racing at our meetings. I hope that if 
this motion is carried the Government will 
giYe the matter fair consideration, and take 
some action towards minimising the evils 
i:1 connection with racing at the present 
time. (Hear, hear!) 

Mr. H. L. HARTLEY (Fitzroy): I have 
pleasure in rising to support the motion that 
has been moved by tho hon. member for 
Carnarvon and seconded by the hon. member 
for Balonne. Before I go any further, may 
I be permitted, as this is the first occasion 
on which I have spoken in the House, to 
offer my congratulations to you, Sir. on the 
position you haYe been placed in as Speaker 
of this House, and to hope that yDu will 
enjoy that position for some timP, and also 
any higher position that the representatives 
of the country may be wishful to confer 
upon you. In speaking on this motion, I 
agree with the hon. member who moved it, 
that this is an opportune time to bring 
forward a question of this sort. There is 
not the slightest doubt that our country, with 
other parts of the Empire, is passing througn 
a strenuous time which de•liar.dc the earnC>t 
consideration and attention of every membet 
of the Legislature and of the people gener­
ally, and if the House em do anything to 
rivet the attention of the people to the 
serious matters that are before us in con­
nection with our nation while at war, I think 
that a splendid object will be served in 
bringing forward a motion like this. I am 
not particularly adverse to horseracing in 
a certain sensu, but I say that horseracing 
as it is carried on to-day, more particularly 
in connection with proprietary clubs, is not 
an advantage, either to the horsebreeder or 
the State. and it is detrimental to the young 
people of our country; and for that reason 
I think we shall be well advised in bringing 
forward a measure that will at least abolish 
proprietary racing, and will place such limits 
on other racing as will make it such as not 
to adYersely affect tho young people of the 
State. It might have been considered once 
that horseracing was necessary for the de­
velopment of the horse, but I think that 
day has gone by. With the advent of the 
motor-car, the motor-cycle, and the aero­
plane, the great need for splendid horses in 
war time which was emphasised in days gone 
by is rapidly passing away, and the time 
will soon come when they will not be re­
quired in that direction. I hope the time 
will soon come when they will not be required 
for that pursuit alone. because I trust that 
the nations of the world will, after this wat. 
find other methods of settling disputes. I 
trust that the motion will come to a division, 
and that it will be decided in favour of what 
is best for the people of the State, and more 
particularly our young people. I wish to 
emphasise the fact that ponyracing as it ie 
carried on to-day, in fact. horseracing of 
all sorts. does not lead to the production 
of the best horses. \Ve have an example of 
that in connection with a recent visit some 
months back of the military expert to buy 
horses throul!"hout Queensland. He had the 
utmost difficultv to get the class of ho1·ses 
required for remount purposes. Ten or 
twelve years ago that was not so, and 
Queeneland in particular was noted for a 
splendid breed of horses. 'I'he deterioration 
that has taken place of re<'ent years is a con­
demnation of the nractice of breeding horses 
for raring short distances. '!'he obiect nont­
days seems to be to breed a light animal 
which is only ahlo to scamper perhaps 
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half a mile or six furlongs, or at furthest a 
mile and a-quarter, and after a race he 
requires three or four weeks to get fit to 
race again. r:ren or twelve years ago .a 
man could do lCO miles in a day on the one 
horse, and perhaps he could ask him to do 
another 60 miles the nPxt day. I want to 
draw attention to the evils of gambling that 
ar~ associat~d more .Particularly with pro­
prwtary racmg, but rt ;,tlso applies to other 
racecourses as well. Attention should be 
paid to the evil before it goes too far. There 
is not the slightest doubt that the proprietary 
racecourse is the rccruitinrr ground for the 
gamblers who are growing ~p to-day. Gamb­
ling was not so much in vogue ten or twelve 
years ago ; but let any race meeting be held 
in any town now and you will find gathered 
there a group of men who once were workers, 
but who now never do a tap of work, and 
in between race meetings they are simplv 
running a "two-up school" or a " hazard 
school," and they often find the pigeons to 
pluck at these proprietary race meetings. 
In the interests of the young men of the 
State. and perhaps in the interests of some 
of the young women, too, I believe that pro­
prietary racing should be condemned and 
should be done a way with at the earliest 
opportunity. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. MAY (Flinders): I have a few words 
to ~y with reference to J'roprietary racing, 
whrch h<h not done the vast amount of evil 
in this State that has been stated. So far as 
racing itself is concerned, I may say that I 
have not been on a racecourse for the past 
two years, so that I am not speekino- from 
the personal point of view; but I th~k the 
hon. member,, who have previously ~poken 
ha.-e not ,hown any fair and lurid reason 
why proprietary racing in this Stde should 
be abolished. I think aloo that to do so 
would be to interfere a great deal with the 
liberty of the subject. Whoevc;· takes up 
th<; bt:sir:;o,., of proprieblQ' racing is not 
<)omg 1t, aJ a rule, for the public good, but 
he naturallv wants to make a certain amount 
of profit out of it. The proprietan: race 
1necting:~~ by giving good prizes, havO coni­
pelled registc l'cd clubs, such as the Queom­
land 'l'urf Club, to follow suit and give 
much higher prizes than they 'gave some 
years ug·o, before the ach-cnt of tho pro­
prietary clubs. The business of pronridary 
racing is like any other busines:,.. Tho~" who 
invested a large amount of capital in it did 
so thinking they would have a f.air ohanrce of 
~etting ~.certain return. No rnan ~,vill go 
mto a ihmg Lald-headcd unk,s he <'XDoch 
to get son1e- fair return fron1 it. ThPi·e is 
another thing with regard to this racing. 
Vast numbers of horses arc being bred every 
?·ear, ~nd they arc aL;;o irnporting- the veT~l 
nest Hres ;;nd rnarc:-s fron1 Eno·land, and 
frorn America. and thev are pavi~o- verv biO' 
prices for thoSe horses ~to get g'oodb ;,took fo~ 
rac;ng ·,nd other purposec<. But, no matter 
how good your sire may h0, or how good 
your dam may b?, there ai·e alwavo sum to 
be .orne :1nimals that are not as n-ood as 
others, and t~of:JB whi('h ~rc not gouc{' enough 
to cornp::to rn tho classiC rac''S f'ompcte in 
rarcs in conn€ l rjon 1-Yith the nnaller elubs, 
·where tht',V have lnDre c~tu.nco of V\ inning. 
Then again, fmppo.:oing \YO do a·~-;·a,:y alto~ 
gether \Yith propriPtary raC'ino- thC':-~ nrc 
other dircrtioJ; ... , in which JWopl<:',,·il] gamble 
-directions which are inuch wor'" than 
gambling at the proprietarv race mcetino-s 
which exist in our midst at tho present tim~. 

Of course, we are not allowed to touch upon 
picture shows, but even now tlwre are more 
picture shows than there are race meetings. 

Mr. COLLINS : Are the picture shows an 
evil? 

::Wr. MAY: Undoubtedly they are a rank 
evil; but the hon. member is leading me off 
the tr.ack. (Laughter.) I do not wish to 
dwell upon the question at any length, but 
I would point out that there is a vast number 
of :ioung men making their living at racing 
who aro not up to tho standard to go to the 
'"-"' on account of their light werglit, but 
who are the support of their parents, and 
the abolition of proprietary racing would 
throw those young fellows out of employ-

:Mr. MuRPHY: Put them on the land. 

Mr. MAY: Thcv would scarcelY be fit to 
be put on the land ; they have not got the 
strength. T<hey would not even be able 
to go into the fighting ring·. That is another 
e' il c 'JUally as bad ao hor .. ,,racing. Thore 
arc undoubtedly worse evils than this pro­
prietary racing; and, if it was not for the 
lJroprietary racing, the club racing which 
has always existNl would not be nearly so 
good as it is at the present time. 

Mr. BOOKER (Wide Bay): I am in abso­
lute accord with the motion proposed by the 
hon. member for Carnarvon. vVhen the mo­
tion wa' discussed in the last Parliament, 
I spoke at some length upon it. My senti­
rnents to-day were my sentiments then. I 
rise particularly to-day to give voice to the 
fact that only quite lately a club at Gym­
pie, representing, I understand, the Kedron 
Racing Club-an unregistered dub in Bris­
bane-made appli<·ation to the Maryborough 
l\Iunicipal Council to acquire the Mary­
borough racecourse for a term of years, to 
race in ~1aryborough once a fortnight under 
unregistered conditions. That clearly indi­
cates the trend of the racing worlcl at this 
particular time in Queens!~ nd. It rs a no­
torious fact that in Bri;bane at the present 
time the sporting world is controlled by one 
individual, who controls racing not only in 
Queensland but in other States. (Hear, 
hear ! ) He" also cont;·ols annthcr section of 
public lifo, and it is quite possible that, 
eventuallv, he may control still another 
'·ection of public life. He may control Par­
li2.ment. That is why I am on my feet to­
day, just in a quiet way, to throw out a sug­
gestion. The que~tion comes to this : vVhether 
Queensland and (~ucr,nslanders are going to 
hand owr bodily th" sport of thi' State to 
private indiyiduals, Yrhcthcr it i~, racing) 
wh<'tlwr it is running, or whether it is 
fighting, sailing. boating, or any other form 
of sport. And the Premier made some reier­
ence to the necc•,ity for putting the brake 
on something, and if it is necessary to put 
the brake on private enterprise that is 
growing food for the peoplP, then there 
are ten thousand more re"sons whv Parlia­
ment should put the brain" on something else 
and preYent the accumulal'ion of gree>t riches 
out of the misery of the people. 

HoNOUR'IBLE MEMBERS: Hca~, hear ! 

J\Tr. BOOKER: Nobody c::n question the 
fact that racing, next to drink. is doing 
n1oro harm to tho people of this country 

than any other circumstance. All 
'[4.30 p.m.] you have to do is to walk down 

the main street of the citv .. and 
what do you find at this particular critical 

J.1fr. Booker.] 
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time-and any other sporting centre? You find 
able-bodied men, who should not be there; 
they should be somewhere else. (Hear, hear!) 
And that is one of the reasons why I have 
the greatest plea ''Ure in supporting the pro­
pooal of the hon. member for Carnarvon. 
It i;-:. also a very opportune tin1o that this 
motion should come before the public men 
of Qucen<:land for this rcaso"l~and it is for 
this reasnn that I hope that the vote this 
afternoon will be unanimous, or as near 
unanimity as it is possible-that next week 
the annual meeting of the Queensland Turf 
Club is to be held, at which, I understand 
this question will be discussed very fully 
by the racing men of Queensland. And no 
Joubt, if Parliament indicates to the Queens­
bud Turf Club that Parliamf'nt is behind 
a proposal to re·)trict unli1nited racing under 
unlimitedly bad conditions, it will be a 
means of lP'-ting them know that in an:1thing 
they do th,-y will ha'. e tho repr,,sentatives 
of the people behind them to legislate in the 
propn direction, Nobody without prejudice 
e;,n say that thi~ thing is helpful to the horse­
bret>der; nobody can f'UJ that it is helpful 
to the sporting men who love a good rae.•, 
or to the young people \vho are growing up 
in this State. To me there is not one r·d­
deeming f<·aturo about it. Nobody can ques­
tion that horseracing in itself is an ennoHing 
pastime; under proper conditions it is good 
for everybody concerned, but when it comes 
out of it< proper sphere, and is controlled 
by men, or sets of men, who are out to 
make profit. large or small, out of the 
sport, then the public men of the State, who 
are here to contml evcrv channel of enter­
prise in a proper way, are under an obliga­
tion to do the right thing. I have great 
pleasure in supporting the proposal, and I 
do hope that Parliament, in its wisdom 
will give such a vote this afternoon that 
when tho Queensland Turf Club meds 
next week to discuss this matter amongst 
others, tho men who are supporting the aboli­
tio_n of unr'!gister~d racing, and also pro­
pnetary racmg, w1ll have the feeling that 
in anything they do they will have Parlia­
ment behind them. 

Mr. J\IURPHY (Burke) : I have heard a 
good many Thursday afternoon Jebates in 
this House, but I think this is the first 
occasion when I have heard a motion go 
without some expression of opinion from 
somo member of tho Cabinet upon it. 

The PRE}!IER : It has not gone yet, you 
know. 

. Mr. MURPHY: It has been usual, and it 
Is customar~·, so soon as a motion is pro­
posed and seconded, that some member of 
the Cabinet should rise and address himself 
to the question. Of course, that is a matter 
upon which the members of the Cabinet will 
please themselves. I would certainly have 
liked to hear that expression of opinion from 
some member of the Cabinet, because we 
know perfec~ly well that this is merely an 
abstract motwn, and even if the House carry 
it, unless the Cabinet take tho matter up 
it will end just as a decision of the Assembly 
recorded in the proceedings of the Chamber. 
N?w, the hon. member for Flinders, to my 
mmd, gave excellent reasons why this pro­
priebry racing should be abolished. He 
pointed out the immense profits that the 
proprietors of certain racecourses in this dis­
trict arc making. He said, "Look at the 
amount of money he L; d:-stributing in prizP'3! 
Before he came here prizes were not nearly 
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a, big as they are to-day." To my mind; 
that shm"ed conclusively the immense pro­
fits that this individual must be making out 
of his racecourses. He does not put his 
hand into his pocket and, from philan­
thropic motives, give the prizes back 
for the owners of racehorses to compete for. 
He makes a profit out of it, and he increases 
his priz'''• because this enable. him still fur­
ther to incrc-•1se his profits. The hen. mem­
ber for Carnarvon, in moving this motion, 
referred to vested interests. I remember 
reading a, vory intere>ting article on the 
oucstion of vested interests recently in the 
''Brisbane Daile ::\1ail," and that article 
pointed out to the pn'·-ent Governm .·.nt, a 
Lab;)ur Government, that they c,hou.ld giV'" no 
onsid<ration L' ve-,,h~d ir~terests what~~vcr; 

that vc,ted intcr>sts ·hould not count against 
tho interest of the people; that those 
vested interests should be swept away; that 
it was the duty of the Labour Government 
and its labour following to placn the interests 
of the cori1munity first, and the interests of 
vesV·d interests afterwards. That is the 
pmiticn to-dav. So far as this Chamber is 
concerned, it has got to look to this question 
of )1l'oprietary racing from the community 
standpoint, and s:cy ,vhether private enter­
pri-:e should be ailovv€'d to n1~ ke imn1c~nse 
profit., out of racing? There are pro­
pPrly constituted clubs •.'\·ery•.d1erc through­
out Queensland, and people arc able to go 
there and back their fancies, and join in the 
sport of kings. 

Mr. COLLINS: Kings! 

Mr. MURPHY: \Yell, it is usually re­
f~rred to as " the sport of king,=;." Of course, 
the hen. member, not being a king, nor likely 
to be a king, does not appreciate the 
nicety of the expression. Having descended 
from a long race of kings, I reali· e th:• posi­
tion. (Laughter.) I like to refer to the matter 
in a nice way--the sport of my ancestors, 
"the sport of kings." (Laughter.) Now, racing 
is promot('cl in the Yarjous s;"ates of Aus­
tralia in order to fill the pockets or swell the 
banking accounts of private individuals. In 
the old days people formed clubs to help the 
eport along in order to help their annual 
c;Hnival, and the profits went to beautify 
their courses and increase the prizes. Some 
hon. member has told us about the betting· 
outside the Kedron Park racecourse. I 
suppo~n that this is brought about because 
thP proprietor of this course has been com­
pelled to increase his prizes, and has to get 
the cx+,·a alrlount of money out of the pockets 
of the people, with the re"·,ult that many of 
them are unable to pay the incroased cost 
of admission, and look over the fence and 
do their betting outside. To leave that 
out of the question altogether, it seems to me 
that the question that this House has to 
consider is whether, if we pass this motion, 
y;e will be doing an injustice to any in­
dividual? 'Will we be getting away from the 
position of the last Parliament in connection 
with tho Licr·ming Act? \Y c know members 
of the pre-ent GovH'nmC'nt stood up in 
their place·' when on the Opposition side of 
the Honse, and snid th-.\t we were perfectly 
justified, that Parliament had a perfect right 
to interfere ,.-ith the liquor trade, because 
no vested interests exieted. If we have got 
that right in connection with the big 
liquor trade, this Chamber has also a right 
to give an expression of OJ?inion in relation 
to the continuance of propr10tary racing; and 
I cnrtainly say that it will be in the interests 
of the community, it will be in the interests 
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of the business people, and certainly in the 
interests of the working classes also, if there 
were loss racing in Queensland. (Hear, hear !) 
W o hear a good deal about the cost of 
living, and we know that it has gone up, 
but any Saturday, or on any race dav. 
you can go down the street and see the 
people paying 6d. to :\1r. Badger to take them 
to Ascot or other course~ to S(>' the races, and 
you wonder where the money comes from. 
Read the reports of the sporting in the 
newspapers, or of the amounts that go 
through the totalisator, or read of the 
amount of betting that takes place, and one 
can come to no other conclusion than that 
the greut majority of the people in Queens­
land-the people in the city, at any rate-­
are in pretty flourishing circumstances. As 
the hon. member for Balonne has pointed 
out, Australians are fond of hor•;eracing. 
I do not think there is anyone in this Cham­
ber who cc'n be described as a " bpoil-sport." 
'I'he mover and seconder of the motion, and 
members generally, have no objection to race 
meetings, but they s"} that racing should 
be properly conducted-that it should be 
conducted in the way it is carried on bv 
ordin,u·y r[1C8 clubs, that racing should not 
be permitted to be conducted for private 
profit, and that a single individual should 
not be able to run a racecourse, make his 
ow~ rules, an? in~t·nse his bank balance by 
racmg. I thmk 1t would be a good thing 
to request the Cabinet to take this matter 
into their serious consideration, and intro­
duce legislation to abolish proprietary 
racing. \Vhen the hon. member for Carnar­
von w'•~s speaking, I intimated that the 
fractions from the totalisator really belonged 
to the public, and that is a fact. It has 
been suggested that they should be given to 
the hospital, but if tho fractions below>· to 
anybody they belong to the inve>ting public. 
Why should those who patronise race meet­
ings be singled out for special taxation on 
behalf of our charitable institutions? Our 
charitable institutions should be maintained 
by the whole community, and, if anything 
is done with the totalisator fractions, we 
should insist that the3- are returned to the 
publi~ who contribute the money. Not oniy 
propnetary race clubs, but what may be 
termed co-operative racing clubs, should 
han? that money back to the public. If I 
go mto a shop and buy an article which is 
marked 19s. 1d., and hand the attendant 
£1, I have to get my change, and why should 
the proprietors of racecourses not give the 
public the full amount of their dividends? I 
hope that, at no distant date, the Cabinet 
will take this matter into consideration, and 
intrC?duce legislation which ':'ill very sper·dily 
abohsh the system of propnetary racing. 

The PREMIER : The hon. member who 
has just resumed his seat has suggested that 
some member of tf1e Cabinet should have 
something to say on the motion moved by 
the han. member for Carnarvon. I remem­
ber that the han. member for Carnarvon 
brought forward a similar motion last ses­
sion, and that it was eventually put down 
at tho end of the list. I do not know by 
what mean.s tho motion got there, but I 
know that 1 t got to the very end of the list 
of private members' business. 

Mr. MuRPHY: Was it not due to the 
arrangement made about the separation 
motion? 

The PREMIER: I do not know how it 
got there, but it got to the end of the list. 

If I understand the motion aright, the han. 
member for C11rnarvon desires to have pro­
prietary racing prohibited, and if I under­
stood him correctly he indicated that exist­
ing ·proprietary racing should not be inter­
fered w1th, except upon terms. Do I under­
stand the hon. member aright? Does he 
morm by this motion that existing proprie­
tar:• interpsts are to he confiscated? 

Mr. GuNN: I think that is a matter for 
the Cabinet. 

The PRE:\-HER :Yes, but I should like 
to thoroughly understand what the House 
would be carrying by agreeing to a motion 
of this kind, and what is in the mind of 
the mover, so that the Cabinet may have 
;,orne indication as to what he desires to be 
done. 

Mr. GuNN : I mentioned the Liquor Act 
and local option. 

The PREMIER : I will put the matter 
very plainly. Does the han. member suggest 
that existing proprietary intereots should be 
confiscated without C"ompensation? 

JI.Ir. GUNN: I do not, but some do. 

The PREMIER : Well, I now know that 
the mover of the motion docs not suggest 
that. I am of opinion that something 
should b0 done with re!;ard to the regula­
tion of the conduct of horserucing. whether 
it is carrie·d on bv licensed clubs or pro­
prietary conc0rns . .., I a1n also of opinion 
that some action should at some future time 
bo taken b:· legi,lation-Yheth<er it should 
he cvt the lines follo\Yed in ::\"ew Zealand 
o" on the lines adopted in Victoria is a 
n1atter for investigation; hut 1.vhatever 
uction is t.akcn should be b ken on sound 
lines. Listening to the spr'<'ch delivered 
bv t be 1nover of the 1notion, it is hn­
pos,ible for me to gather exactly what he 
desirr~s to be done, and I think that in 
dividing the House on a motion of this kind 
we should know specifically what the House 
is dividing on. The hon. member who 
moved the motion says he thinks existing 
proprietary intere.Qts should not be confis­
cated, unless compensation is given. 

Mr. GuNN: According to the New Zealand 
Act and regulations. 

The PREMIER: Do they provide that 
compensation shall be given if proprietary 
interests are confiscated? 

Mr. GuNN: They provide that a c•mncil 
shall be constituted. 

The PREMIER: I take it, then, that the 
han. member desires to have legislation for 
the purpose of regulating the conduct of 
horseracing. 

Mr. GuNN: With a view to the prohibition 
of proprietary racing. 

The PREMIER: 'I'he abolition of existing 
proprietary racing? 

Mr. G-cNN: Yes. 
The PREMIER: Without compensation? 
Mr. GuNN: I do not say without compen-

sation. 
The PREMIER : I should like to know 

what the hon. tnember desires. If the 
motion is passed, it should state something 
definite. I am anxious, as the leader of the 
Government, to know what is the wish of 
the House, and I should like to see the 
motion put in a specific form, so that we 
fJ,n translate it into legislation if we think 
fit, and not have the hon. member saying 

Hon. T . .J. Ryan.] 
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afterwards, "I di·d not mean this," or "I 
d>d not mean that!' I am of opinion that 
at this p-articular time there are more urge11t 
·and pres;ing matters for legislation than 
horoeracing, (Hear, hoar !) I knov. it is 
the intention of the Government to see that 
undue proilts are not made by anybody, 
whether out of horseracing or s<Joculation or 
in any other way. The Government will 
take what steps seem best ad<tpted to secure 
a proper share of those profits reaching the 
public Treasury, but there must be no dis­
crimination. 

Mr. COYNE (Warrego): I would like to 
have something to say on this motion, and I 
may say, in the first place, that I have not 
discovered anything in the remarks of hon. 
members to-day to cause me to alter the 
opinion I formed on this question when it 
was before the House last session. Those 
who are supporting this motion have not 
gh en any rca•,on at all why I should alter 
the opinion I formed last year. Vve are told 
that we want to do away with betting. I 
want to know what more inducement there 
is to bet at the proprietary meetings than 
there i.·. at the meetings of the Queensland 
Turf Club? 

Mr. LAND: No one said anything about 
wanting to do <w-ay with betting. 

Mr. COYKE: The main argument used by 
hon. members was that they wanted to do 
away with betting. 

Mr. LA:'!D : I never heard that. 
Mr. McRPHY: No one mentioned it. 
Mr. COYNE: The hon. member for Car­

narvon said that ,a gr<"at deal of betting was 
cerried on at these meetings. The hon. 
member for Balonne also s"id that a great 
deal of betting was carried on, and he be­
lieved that the public should be allo'' ed to 
bet. 

;1.1r. LASD: I did not exactly say that. I 
asked how you were going to stop them from 
betting? 

Mr. GcNN: Not have so many mce meet­
ings. 

Mr. COYNE : That is all right, but how 
are you going to stop men from betting by 
saying th<~t they must not bet on proprietary 
courseE, but they can bet on the course of the 
Queensland Turf Club? 

::'vir. Mt:RPIIY: We say abolish the pro­
prietary clubs altogether. 

Mr. COYNE: I think that hon. members 
are inclined to \Vipe out horseracing alto­
gether in Queensland. 

J\lr. LAND: No. 
Mr. COYNE: Oh, yes. 
Mr. LAND: "Wipe out the proprietary meet­

ings. 
::VIr. COY~.JE: Hon. members say they 

want t0 wipt out the proprietary meetings 
because the;, a,·c run by a private individual, 
und beciluoe he is making p1·olits that would 
otherwi'e be made by a propec ly constituted 
turf club. 

Mr. MrRPHY: Yes, and distributing the 
mane:, amongst the horsem•\ ners. 

Mr. COY2\fE: \Ve have got properly con­
stituted turf clubs in Qu; 2noland to-day. I 
hav() got no brief for any oroprietary- club 
in Queenslznd, I hnvr n~vcr bcBn on a 
private racecourse in my life; I have v•-ver 
been on an·, racocou:s-c in Brish~ ''18. I have 
seen pic~jc r:;c.e ?;1eeti':g' out \Vest, and I ha:e 
seen as crank racing there as you '" ,Jl.lld 
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see anywhere" If you are going to wipe out 
racing altogether, I can understand what the 
motion means. The proprietary racecourse 
induces horseowners to con1e ~along -with 
their stock by offering gDod prizes. I havo 
read the papers, and I see that the pro­
prietarJ racecourse meetings givo as good 
prizes as those of the Queemdand Turf Club. 
If the:0e race meetings arc not going to be 
properly conducted, so far as the public are 
concerned, then it is time that the Govern­
ment of Queensland took steps to properly 
govern them. ·with regard to elect~ic light 
racing, I know nothing about it, and I can­
not speak concerning it. I was never at a 
mce m~eting nt night, but the police are 
there to see that everything is conduct-ed in 
an orderly manner, and see that they are 
c.arrisJ out as well as tho turf club mc<otings 
are. 

11r. STEVENS: W·hat have the police got to 
do with it? 

Mr. COYNE: The police will sec that the 
people are not robbed more than they are at 
any other meeting. 

Mr. VoWLES: They m-e robbed in other 
ways. 

Mr. COYNE: You don't want to go to a 
race meeting to be robbed, so far as betting 
is conc,;rned. You can go down the street 
at any time and make a bet on the Mel­
bom:ne Cu]J or any other l'aco. You are just 
as bkel;y to be robbed when you don't see 
the horses as you are when you do see them. 

Mr. FOLEY: What about " pulling" the 
horse? 

Mr. COYNE : There is a bigger chance of 
" pulling" a horse you do not see than the 
horse you do see. I quite admit that exces­
sive betting is a terrible curse. The hon. 
member for Fitzroy referred to the fact that 
proprietary race meetings gave an oppor­
tunity for pigeons to be plucked that other­
wise might not occur. I know that there 
are a number of parasites who lay themselves 
out to pluck pigeons. 

Mr. H. L. HARTLEY: A pretty big number, 
too. 

Mr. COYNE: They have no opportunity 
of plucking them while the race is on. I 
think that there is more plucking of pigeons 
done at one of those " two-up schools" in 
one day than is done on a racecourse in 
twelve months. 

Mr. H. L. HARTLEY: The racecourse is a 
breeding ground for "two-up schools." 

Mr. COYNE: Those who frequent proprie­
tary courses frequently attend the other 
courses, and if you are going to do away 
with these sharks and parasites from one 
racecourse, you will have to do away with 
racing altogether, or they will attend the 
other courl'8S The only way to remove the 
sources of temptation from the public is to 
·do away with racing altogether, or else bring 
in an Act of Parliament to deal with the 
whole armv of parasites and bloodsuckers 
who follow' up the race meetings. If these 
people are allowed to exist as they are at 
present, then the public will be taken down 
whether you have proprietary race meetings 
or not. I have not heard a solitary argu­
ment from those "-ho supported tho motion 
this afternoon to cause n1e to alt0r the 
opinion I formed la>t year. The v,hole object 
at the bottom of this motion is to get the 
Government to subsidise the Queensland Turf 
Club. It is to induce tho horseowncrs to 
have all their stock racing at the one club, 
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and it is to bring all the racing into the 
one channel-namely, the Queensland Turf 
Club. 

Mr. H. L. HARTLEY : They don't run races 
two or three times a week. 

Mr. COYNE: The whole thing lies in the 
hands of the public. If they did not attend 
and invest their money, meetings would not 
be held two or three times a week. If the 
public did not attend and invest their money 
on the totalisator, then the whole thing would 
fall through very quickly. It is said that 
these proprietar:<· people are making great 
profits. 'I'hat shows that the public want 
these people. They require them and they 
desire them. In the bush we have only one 
or two race meetings in the year. At the 
shearing-sheds the station-owner gives the 
horses to the shearing-sheds to run a ra~e 
meeting for the benefit of the hospital. The 
men look after the horses there. There is 
an auction of the horses for the privilege of 
racing them, and each man bids for a hor:oe 
according to his fancy. All the money got 

for these horses at the auction is 
[5 p.m.] put into a fund, and that goes 

to the hospital. Then six or 
seven races are held that afternoon. Do 
you think that, although this is for charit· 
able purposes, there is no betting carried on? 
Of course there is betting carried on, and of 
course there are bookmakers. Some of them 
constitute themselves bookmakers, and there 
is always the general crowd J;eady to back 
the horses, and probably many of them 
never saw the horses until they were brought 
into the yard on that particular Saturday. 
You cannot do awa:v with betting. 

Mr. MURPHY: Nobody suggested you could. 

Mr. COYNE : The hon. member for Car­
m.rvon U'"'d that as his main argument in 
support of the mction. 

Mr. Gr><><: No. 

Mr. COYNE: Y0s; do away with betting. 
The han. member for Fitzroy said so, too. 

Mr. H. L. HARTLEY: That is correct. 

Mr. COYNE : The hon. member for 
Balonno referred to the fact that he remem­
bers tho tim" when you could got a grass· 
fed horse that You could ridB 100 milt•o. I 
believe }'OU <:an 'find them still. 

?lfr. LAND: Yes, but they are very few and 
far betwer>n. 

Mr. COYXE: Yes; but owir,g to im· 
proved maehinery, their use is decroasi:'g· 
The hon. member aLo said that the stamma 
of the horse to-day is not equal t{} what 
it wa' a number of year' ago. The reaso? 
why the oramina o~ the Lush horse to-day IS 

not equal to what IS was a number of years 
ago is because a number of thoroughbrecl 
sireo got away into the bush witn brumby 
mares :tnd for the first t"·o or three brced­
inp--; ihe stoC'k vvas all right, but \vhcn in­
breeding commenced to anv extent tho stock 
dcteriorakd. But ha-d propriLtary racing 
an0thing to do with that? That is what I 
want to know. I have followed the argu­
ments ri·oht along, and I want to know 
'vhat propriE'tary racing has had to do with 
the deterioration in the stamina of the bush 
horse. \Yhv. tho hor•eowners in the bush 
ll"YC'r sav·.- r;ropriet::try racing. The majority 
of them does not understand what proprie· 
tary racing i;;;. 'rht~:; nP-vcr heard an:·thing 
about it till they read the hon. member for 
Carnar.-on's speech last year. I want hon. 

members to show me in what way pro­
prietarj racing has deteriorated the stamina 
of horses in Queensland. 

Mr. GrNN: It has deteriorated the stan· 
danl of tho people by giving them too much 
ramng. 

Mr. COYNE: If looking at race,, is going 
to deteriorate the standard of the people, 
v. hat about the bushmen, who look at racing 
pretty well every day-men w,ho are never 
off their horses from one VP"r s end to the 
othnr. It is not the looking at racing that 
deteriorates the standard of th~ people. I 
thought the hon. member backed up his 
arguments in support of this motion by 
stating that it was betting that caus?d the 
deterioration. I s"y vou are not gomg to 
do away with betting. Th<:' people be-~ on 
foot races, on football matches, on crwkd 
matches, on rowing matches-on anything 
at all-and probably in the course of a vear 
or two wo shall hear about some very large 
bets being made on aeroplane race,, or .some· 
thing of tnat sort. So :you are not going to 
d-J awav with betting. 

Mr. >.iowLES: On the result of an election. 
Mr. COYNE : On the result of an election, 

c.ccrtainlv. There is anv nmount of betting 
carried "on in regard t;; that. 

Mr. MuRPHY: Nobodv backed your oppo· 
nent, though. · 

Mr. COYNE: No. I hope, before this 
comes to a vote, that some hon. members 
who are against proprietary racing will ad· 
vance some n•asons in favour of the motion. 
I havf' a perfectly open mind on the matter. 

1\Ir. :i'.IccRPHY: You want to be convinced. 
Mr. COY='TE: I do; and I will be con· 

vinced if anv han. member can show me 
where vou a;·e going to improve the stan­
dard of horses in Queensland by doing away 
with proprietary racing, where you a~~e. go­
ing to improve the standard of the Citizens 
of this State by doing aw;cy with proprio· 
tary racing, where you ar.e going- to do 
awav with the so-called evils of the book­
maker by doing away with proprietary 
racing, where you are going. to keep m<?rP 
monev in the eountry by domg away w1th 
proprietary racing, or how you are going 
to improve the conditions of the bulk of the 
people of Quee01sland b,v doing away with 
proprietary raring. I 'vant some reason to 
be given, and no reason has been ad.-ancEd 
so far. I am afraid always in mattPrs like 
this that there is some motiv<:'-I do not say 
behind the han. member for Cc"rnarvon, but 
behind those •,;ho haYe prompted him to 
brin& thic- forward two sessions running-that 
th' r~ is come motive behind it that would 
probably not be in tho be•t intorHts . of 
tho 8i. ate, and for that reason I am gomg 
to stick to tho opinion I had last year, and 
Yote against the motion. 

Mr. KIRWAN (Brisbane): I have listened 
earufu!lv to thi,, discus,ion on what I regard 
as a v~ry important question, and I must 
admit at the outset that thoso members who 
are in favour of D.holishing- proprietary 
racing have not brought forwar-d any <'On· 
vincing- arguments at all. I rr~ust. "ay t!Jat 
I am disappointed, and as th1s IS an nn­
!~ortant dt-parture, member;:; of this House 
are {'ntitlPd to 1noro cogent and strong 
reasons whv the motion should recPive ap· 
proval at the hands of a majority of hon. 
members. 

Mr. lYirRPHY: Now givo us some reasons 
wh-.; it should be permitted to continue. 

. Mr. Kirwan.] 
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Mr. KIR W A~ : We are told that there 
are a goo•d number of evils attaching to pro­
prietary racing·, which rnembers who are 
opposed to it allege ure not to be found under 
the club system. I quito agree that legisla­
tion is required to more effectively deal with 
h{)~·seracing, and to protect the unfortunate 
public, who seem to regard horseracing ao 
a pasthn~'-~ or sport, from being plucked The 
hen. Inember for \V.,I-rego rnarle refer.cnre to 
the fa.:C that there 'vas rr certain cla",":i cf men 
·v:ho were engaged in plu·,,ldng _~_Jigeonf. 
::\o·y\·, there are :::,orne very G:1rcv.·d 1nen in 
Q.ucens~"'_:.nd-leading lights iD tho pro:-:s­
sion;,J life, in the commercial life, and even 
members of this honourable Hous·", who go 
to E,agle Farm, and are plucked continually. 
\Ve know perfectly well, from reading com­
ment·• hv the sporting writ·ers in th0 daily 
Pn: '•S, tlint t'here are smne glaring cases Of 
inron>istency at E,agle Farm; but simply be­
cath' the proprietor of the rac,:horso is an 
influential uan in eitho1· the political or 
commercial world, tho whole thing is winked 
at, and the a Y*'rago person sa::-castic:=: lly sug­
gests t<J tho ~.tipend]ary ~te'\\ ;:,rds-1vho are 
suppoeed to look after rho public a iitth-­
that th~ir eye;;;ight ought to 1'1~ tp-;te.rl. ;;v ... h,·\t 
I ,, ish to nnk<' do::r i,, this: That I, fm one, 
C'annot sco thnt horseracing under proprietary 
cunditions i'. any \VOrce than under E .tgle 
Farn1 c1ub c>onditions, as far as flee(.,ing the 
gf'ncral public is concerned, as far .as incDn­
~is~ency in forn1 is concernc.d, and also as far 
as tho general neglect of the sti~)end·iru'J 
,hwa-{!s to cctrry out tTwir duties and put a 
stop to what is commonlv ternwd ''in and 
out" running is concerned:, for a horse starts 
ono day a hot favourite, with the heads 
backing it, and co1nes anywhere, and wins 
next day, and wins by the proverbial sprint. 

Mr. LAND: Do the stipendim-y stewards 
attend at Albion Park? 

Mr. KIRWAN: The hon. member for 
Balonne wants to know if the stipendiary 
stewards attend at Albion Parle I under­
stand that the same gentlemen, whose eye­
sight is very d0fective at Eagle Farm, attend 
also at Albion Park, and when there is some 
poor unfortunate person 1vho h.a;:; ono horse in 
training, they pounce on him, and send him 
or the owner out for twelve months, after 
failing to protect the general public who 
attend at Eagle Farm. I admit that there 
is a danger and menace in having a mono­
poly in proprietary racing, and I am one 
of those who believe that there are good 
grounds for taking action in the direction 
of protecting the public in that particular 
way. But, at the same time, let us be fair. 
No one can gainsay the fact that the advent 
of a certain gentleman, whom, no doubt, this 
motion will seriously affect if it is carried, 
has woke up the leading club in Queensland 
to the fact that they were not offering that 
prizn money to which horseowners were 
entitled. There is no denying the fpct that 
since his advent to Queensland the Queens­
land Turf Club has given a large increasu 
in prize money, which previously the com­
mittee which goYerned that body contended 
that they were not in a position to give. 
I think it is only fair that when we are 
denouncing the proprietary race clubs. we 
should at the same time be absolute],- fair. 
You cannot very well dissociate the indi­
vidual from the system. To all intents and 
purposes the individual is more or ler's 
wrapped up in the s;.'stem, and for that 
reason any attack on the system cannot be 
effected without imperilling the individual 
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who has put his money into this particnlar 
enterprise. I trust that, if this motion is 
carried, an v measure which is brought for­
ward dealing with racing will be a com­
prehensive one, and will deal not only with 
proprietary racing clubs, but will also give 
the public more prot00tion than they have 
received up to the present time from tho,.tJ 
who are supposed to lead as far as racing is 
concerned. Reference was made dtuing the 
discu.•sion to electric light racing. Possibly, 
the hon. member for Carnarvon is not aware 
of the fact that it is discontinued at the 
present time but in my judgment there wem 
no worse r~ses o£ racing and fleecing the 
public nnder (•lectric light than thore i1re 
on our fashionable racecourses in this cib· 
or in other parts of the State. There are 
unfortunate[;;- associated with the racing fra­
ternity a nu.mbor of men who will not run 
the ".sport of kings," as it was originally 
intended it should be run, and who are out 
each time to run for profit and not for sport, 
and I should have derived considerable plea­
sure if the hon. member who introduced the 
motion had given n' any enlightenment as 
to the way in which a legislative enactment 
could be made to deal with thf"'e individuals. 
If the motion comes to a division. f am 
prepared to vote for it, but I think that be­
foro the Government take any action in 
this matter, if they arc dispo-,ed to do so 
on a majority vote of this House, a full 
inquir~· should be made into the racing sys­
tems in existence in the different States, and 
the whole qu~9tion thoroughlv gone into. \Ve 
also know that wrapped up· in thiR question 
is a very important aspect, that is the deal­
ing with the totalisator and the bookmaker. 
Some people eontend that there should be 
no bookmakers allowed, and that their pre­
sence on a racecourse gives an opportunity 
to the unscrupulous owner-to use a sporting 
phrase-to "put the horse in the bag." and 
fleece the public, because he cannot get the 
nrice that suit.s him. The argurnent is that 
he could not square the machine, and I be­
lieve that that is an unanswerable argument 
in favour of the totalisator, and it should 
receive the favourable consideration of the 
Government. If thf'y are going to deal with 
the question at all, I hope it will be dealt 
with in a comprehensive measure, and in a 
manner that will be fair to all the parties 
concerned. 

Mr. McPHAIL (Windsor): I think there is 
one point in connection with this matter 
which has been lost sight of, which is this: 
That proprietary control is making racing 
an utter commercial business. whereas racing 
under the old system was, or. at least, we 
understood it to be, really a sport. 

Mr. GuNN: Hear, hear! 

Mr. McPHAIL: The idea of proprietary 
racing is to make a profit for those who run 
the businf'ss. Racing under the old system. 
so I underetood, was for tho purpose of 
breeding a better class of horse. One thing 
I notice to-day, and I am glad of it. is this: 
that the Opposition, or some of them, are 
commencing to see a little light in their 
darkness, and are prepared to realisA that 
there are monopolies in racing. I am 
thinking that before very long we shall 
also see them realising that there are 
monopolies in other walks of life. As far 
as racing i< concerned to-day, my own 
opinion is that whether it is proprietary 
racing. or the ordinary form of racing. it 
ha3 developed simply into a gambling 
business. I would like to see the Govern-
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ment introduce a measure to make gam­
bling illegal altogether. (Hear, hear!) If 
we just desire a contest between two horses 
to find out their stamina, and to enjoy 
the sport, all well and good; but when we 
know that the majority of people go to a 
racecourse with only one idea-that is, to 
back a winner and make monev out of it­
we realise that the sport has "lost its true 
meaning. 'Ne also find that to-day rac­
ing has developed into sprint runs, that 
the racehorses of Australia, at any rate, can­
not last more than about two or three years, 
and then they are done. They are simply 
bred a" delicate machines for the purpose 
of ·sinning their owners races or to be used 
in the buhine•'8 of making money, and then 
they are thro,vn aside; V>"heren.:> WB have 
understood in the past that horseracing was 
for the purpo3e of breeding a class of animal 
that would show its ability to stand when 
it was called upon to be tested. It is m-.­
opinion that the sport is not what it used 
to be in days gone by, and the sooner we 
introduce legislation that will purify it the· 
better it w;U be. not only for the horses them­
selves, but for the general community. I quite 
agree with wlut 'Ome members said this 
afternoon with regard to the demoralising 
influence which is being plainly seen to-day 
in regard to horseracing. 1,Ve find men 
flocking to the racecours'ls simply for the 
purpose of placing money upon a horse, to 
try and add to their r>arnings, and more 
often than not they leave their money behind 
them, or c:ome away emptier in pocket than 
they '"'· ent to the course. Personallv, I shall 
support the motion, because I believe it is 
along right lines. I feel that we should not 
have any monopolies in regard to these 
things, and that we should, as long as we 
have the evil here, make its influence as 
little felt as possible. If there arc those who 
arc controlli_ng racing simply for the pur­
pose of stnvmg to better the class of horses, 
their intentions may be good, and let us stop 
at that without allowing it to become com­
mercialised and used simply for the purpose 
of making profits for individuals. I trust 
that the motion will be carried, and that 
later on this House will deal with the matter 
seriously, and strive to make this sport as 
clean as other sports. I have he11.rd hon. 
members here this afternoon say that men 
will bet on anything. I am quite prepared 
to admit that, and I know very "ell that 
a good deal of money changes hands on the 
result of the elections. At the same time, 
you can go to a football rna tch or a cricket 
match without finding men turning to those 
sitting bc-;ide them and wanting to make a 
bet on who is going to win the mcttch. I am 
quite convinced that. if stringent regulations 
were introduced and if betting were for­
bidden on racecourses, we would not have 
so much of it as we do at the present time. 

HoNOURABLE 1\fE:xiBERS : Hear, hear ! 

::\Ir. GLEDSO~ (lpsu·ich): I admit tbt I 
know very little about horseracing, but 
the motio>1, as it has been submitted to uc .. 
appears to deal with one class of horse­
racing only, leaving all other forms severely 
alene, to be c:uried on at their own sweet 
will. ::\1ost people admit that there is no 
inherent evil in seeing hich hm·se will win a 
race; but tht.v do admit that there are evils 
connectBd with hoi-"eracing which are de­
moralising; and I would liln~ to know a 
little more about thc<e thinJc"S before I am 
prepared to Yote fc:t the moti"on as it stands. 
I think it could be improved in such a way 

ae to .allow this Honse to d<·al with the 
..-;hole question of horseracing, ;,,stead of 
confining it to one class of racing. I, there­
for-o, mo1·o tho omission of all the words 
after Iho word "introduced," on the 2nd 
line, with the view of inserting the words, 
"to regulate tho condu< ~; of horseracint;." 
Take almo--t anv cl.,ss of sport you like, 
that '1 ort can be degraded in the same way 
"-' hor.ierncing. I have seen betting at foot­
ball matches and at cricket matches. In 
fact, we are told that 'ome men have even 
g·o•w the length of betting which drop of 
rain would run the faste't down the window 
pane when it has been raining. They will 
E;O to any lengt;IS to bot. I do not suppose 
we 'hall ~;-er be able to eradic:ch• the betting 
instinct in n:1en) but \Ve can req,'ulate these­
thin~s so that thev \Sill cau•oc !e. s harm 
to the public. · 

Mr. 'WE\SL\NLEY (Qn1 cnton): I desire 
to second the amendment moved by the hon. 
member fm· Iv-wich. 1 hctYO listenecl to the 
d2bate this afternoon, and I am not quite 
'un·, from the speech of the hon. member for 
C "-rnaryon, "hether the motion -.,·ill accom­
pl:sh what he really ant<. I am quite satis­
fi<>d that, if it is amended as propoh··d by the 
hon. rne1nbcr for Ipswich, it 1;·ill enable 
the Government, when they do take the mat­
ter in hand, to deal with horseraci!lg of all 
descriptions. If the motion i.; pa,e<Jd with 
the amondm:Jnt now proposed, it is possible 
that sonu thing· n1ay be done. I am of thH 
opinion that there is too much ra··ing, both 
so far a< proprietary clubs are concerned 
and a)· .. ,J- in connection with registered 
clubs. It would undoultedly be to the in­
tc'l"c ots of the people of this State if there 
v,, as a great deal less racing, for, when 
it come·' to the last analysis, it is the work­
in?; mr-n who suffer. It has been point<·d 
out this afteTnoon that people palcronise the 
rac:cs. and, therefore, racing should be pro­
vided. \V ell, it is rather a peculiar style of 
arguing, when it is admitted by those who 
love racing as a sport but n re not so strong 
on the gambling aspect, that it has not an 
eleYa.ting effect on the CDintnunity becaus-e of 
tlu: gambling clement, to sa) that, th0refore, 
facilities should be pTovided for people to 
indulge in gambling. It ;;oems to me that 
the better way to deal with the question, 
if it is not po.,siblc to blot out the g·ambling 
in-tinct in people, is to curtail the oppor­
tunities for indulging in it. While it is 
often stated that raring fosters the brCl0ding 
of a better dasq of horses. those who know 
most about it frankly admit that, at the 
present time, it is rwt doing anything of the 
kind; and it is just as fre0ly admitted by 
those who are be· t acqtwintcd with the sub­
ject that, even if it does improve tho breed 
of hm·sco, it certainly does not do anything 
to irnproyc t4e breed of men \vho f-ollow 
up horse racing; but that it dcv.1.1 the very 
reverse. It j::, Yery well knolvn that ".vhon a 
certain cl:: '5'S of r.:::.en are not trying to take 
other pcopll· down on the racPcouTse, they 
a1 ;~ trying to do it somewhere else. In a 
place like Brisbane it certainly docs worn 
to he becoming really a 1;usincss, and a busi­
ness which offers inducements to get p~ople 
to go to the racecourse. I do not know hov! 
often race me0tings are held; but, if it goes 
on the way it i- going now, there is a possi­
bility of races being held practic.dly every 
day in the week, and men will be induced to 
f!;O to th•c racecourse instead of going to work. 
It would be better for the men themselves from 
a financial poiut of view, but, unfortunately, 

JJ[r. Winstanley.] 
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they cannot see it. It is also detrimental 
from a moral point of view, and it >··33ms 
to me that it is the duty of the Government, 
so far as it can possibly manage it, to cur­
tail and discourage it. I do not know 
whether the hon. member for Carnarvon, 
when he refers in his motion to " licensed 
clubs," means that they ··hould be licensed 
by the Go,-ernment, or that the Government 
should recognise them. I should be ver) 
sorry to see any Governrnont give its sanc­
tion to race clubs further than it has done 
by legalising the totalisator. Just tr;e r?­
verse should be done. :My own opmron 1s 
that, if any distinction needs to be drawn 
between proprietary club, and ordinary 
clubs, it should be borne in mind that the 
ordinary clubs make no profits out of racing, 
any profits made at a rneeting being used 
to increase the prizes at the next meeting. 
No individual puts any money in his own 
pocket. But it is quite different with tho•o 
people \~ ho mak,e a busine~s of it. 

Mr. ::'llc;R,.HY: Is it because it is so dif­
ferent that you "ant to alter the motion? 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: Not because it is so 
different, but because I am against horse­
racing altogether. I think that the whole lot 
should be dealt with. I have just pointed 
out that the distinction between the two 
classes of racing is certainly in favour of 
the ordinary clubs, because no single indi­
vidual connected with them puts money into 
his own p(>cket, but I am satisfied that anJ, 
one who is connected with proprietary racing 
is neither a fool nor a philanthropist. He 
does not run races for the benefit of the com­
munity, nor from love of horses, nor from 
a desiro t<J improve the breC'd of horses. He 
runs them for the sake of the money he can 
make out of the business; and, if there was 
no money to be made out of it, he would 
quickly drop it. I think the amount of 
racing generally should be curtailed, and 
everv club in the State should be allowed 
only· a certain number of days in the year 
for racing. If it cannot be abolished alto­
gether, then it should be regulated as far 
as possible. 

Mr. L.\:i"D : Then :·ou want to legalise it 
Mr. WIKSTANLEY: I do not want to 

legali,e it, but you can l'egulate it without 
giving it legal sanction, I certainly think 
th~ motion as it is proposed to amend it 
will be better than as it has been submitted 
by the hon. member for Carnarvon, and I 
shall certainly vote for the amendment. 

The SECRET.\.RY FOR FGBLIC I::\'­
STRl:CTION (IIon. H. F. Hardacre, Luch­
hardt) : I think that the House will c .. ,rtainly 
be very well advised to <tccept the amend­
ment whieh ;has been moved by thP hon. 
member for Ipswich. 

Mr. .:\fuRI'HY: A very sen.·.ible one. 
(Laughter.) 

The SECRETARY :FOR Pl:BLIC IN­
STRUC'riO::\': I certainly think it is, be­
cau:e this IJ.lotion is very badly drawn, and 
does not fulfil the purposc which the hon. 
memb,,r evidently had in his mind. It, on 

the one hand, goes too far, and, 
[5.30 p.m.] on the other. does not go far 

enough. It is vague and alto­
g<:<t.her un,atisfacton· (tS a motion to do the 
work proposhl. Evidently, the hon. membe~ 
for C 1rnarv-on, in introdncjng this !notion, 
has h~td in his mind two or three proprietary 
racecourses in Bri.:;bane. 

Mr. HoDGE : One. 

[Mr. Winstanley. 

The SFJCRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRCCTIO::\': Well, perhfl.ps one, but I 
understand there are t\\o or three, and he 
evidently had them in his mind. If he had, 
he should ha yo specifioolly stated so. 

Mr. LA:-rD: He w<~s dealing with pro­
prietary racing altogether. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC 1N­
STRUCTIO::\': Where is it <'hewhere to ally 
extent? Pcrhapc, in Rockham11ton. 

:VIr. BOOKER: G:ympie. 
Me. ToLMIE: Toowoomba. 
An HmrOL:RABLE MEMBER: Ip'>vich. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pl:BLIC I:'\­
STRUCTIO::\': He certainl:r had s'.'me 
specific case when ho draftpd thi;; motw_n, 
and had he said .,o it might ha vo fulfillPd 1ts 
purpose. But the ·vror::Ii!lg he~c goes so f.ar 
as to aholutely proh1b1t r'<cmg anywherC' 
i;} QueensLand except under properly orga­
nised and liceniled clubs. Does anybody 
want to seo that? 

Mr. LAND: Yes. 
An HoxouRABLE MEMBtR: EYer;, body. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC I!\'­
STRUCTION: It is an entirely pa.rochr'!-1 
and Brisbane view. .\n:y member 1~ t~1s 
I-Iouso who represents a country d1strwt 
kno'•'' that in country places numerous r~ce 
meetin"'s 0"0 on of the least h<trm,ul 
charact';,r. "'Every mining camp occasion.ally 
has its race meetings, and every shf!armg­
shed has its races, and every meetmg of 
pastoralists when (t show is held. There are 
also picnic races. 

Mr. VOWLES: They ar0 all registered. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC I:N­
STRL'CTIO::\': Some of them are, but not 
all of them. Very often it is a :nooting 
which is arranged npontaneously, JUst an 
in1n1Pdiate 1nceting of pastoralists or shearers 
or miners, a.;;. the ease may be, bccau~c son1e~ 
body e<tys, " Let us 'have a rae<> r~eetmg next 
Sa-tur·day." They ·have any guant1ty of them. 
rr.ho1.- have no ti1ne to organl,,e properly, {).Tid 
this" motwn, :1, it is prepaJ·ed, would aboo­
lutel:v prohibit all t~ose. meetings. ~he 
motion s.avs that " leg1slatwn should be m­
troduced "to confine the conduct of horse­
racing· to properly organised !'nd licensed 
dubs." That, I s~.), does proh1b1t any race 
meetings other than those conducted by pr?­
pcrly orv,anise•d and licens;d clu?s,. and rt 
goes too far. On the other 'nand, 1t " vague 
in various other ways. '\Yhat is to be a 
"properly org.ani>:8d clnb,'' or a "liOPnsed 
clllb"? \Yho is to say? 

Mr. ToL~!IE: The constituted racing autho­
rity should f·ay. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IK­
STRl:CTION: On the other hand, it pro­
poses to set up a syBtl'm of licensing, ·which 
,,, auld go a long ".ty to perpetuate tho very 
evih against whi; h hon. members haYe, pre­
sented a good many arguments, as app1yrn_g 
to racing generally. .\il t~:>t is propo~cd :s 
to prohibit racing i:t;- {'J~rtan~ cases, '" hdst 1t 
is proposed to establ<>h a umve,-sal s~ otecn of 
licensinrr all over Queensland. It woukl, 
per hap•·: prohi!Jit one or two proprietary 
i~af'e mc.etings in Brisbane, vvhif'h cou}d im­
mC'diatelv be supplanted by licensl0d racing, 
and the 'evil would not be diminished in the 
slightest degree so far (tS the e'"Ctent of it was 
conCBrned. I am of opinion that the pro­
position of the hon. member for Ipswich is 
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far better, because it would not only give the 
Government power to deal with proprictm·y 
1 acing. hut it would <~lso give them an 
opportunity to bring in a Bill to cover 
all racing, no matter where it happened to 
be, or of what kind, and so reg·ulate the con­
duct of it that it would minimise tho evil. 
For this reason, I think the House and the 
hon. member for Carnarvon would be well 
advised to accept in substitution of tho 
original motion an amendment something on 
the lines now proposed. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: I think if the hon. 
member for Carnarvon accepts the amend­
ment, he will find that he has been side­
tracked on thP most important point that he 
is trving to bring before tho notice 'Jf the 
Chamber. (Hear, hear!) The particular 
point which, I take it. the hon. member in­
tended was to endeavour to prevent racing 
for tho private or individual profit of the 
racecourse proprietor or lessee, and the hon. 
member offered arguments in support of his 
views in that particular regard. I do not 
know anything about racing in Queensland. 
Like one hon. member who spoke, I think 
I have been once, perhups twice, on a race­
course in Brisbane, and I have never been 
on a private racecourse in my life. I do 
not pretend to know, nor do I know, what 
racecourses there are in Brisbane, but I infer 
from what thP hon. member for Leichhardt 
has said that there are three proprietary 
racecourses in Brisbane, and I infer from a 
remark made during the speech of the hon. 
member for Brisbane that those three race­
rourses belong to one proprietor. If that is 
right, it is clear that in Brisbane, at any 
rate, there is a monopoly in private race­
cours-es. 

Mr. LAND: It is growing, too. 

Mr. MACAR'I'NEY: And that is a mono­
poly which I think it would be in accord 
with the Liberal platform to do away with. 
It may be said that to do away with a 
monopoly is contrary to the Liberal plat­
form. All I can say is that a monopoly of 
the character pointed out by the hon. mem­
ber for Carnarvon is not a wi,e monopoly. 
He gave very good reasons for his motion. 
Many people think that racing is altogether 
a bad thing, and proprietary racing only 
adds to it. It adds to the number of days 
in the week on which racing takes plaCf\ and 
altogether there must be a good deal of 
ground for the statements of the injury that 
it cauc-es. It has also been pointed out that 
proprietary racing does not lead to the 
results which are expected to come front 
racing generally. That is pointed out-and 
very strongly. The hon. the leader of the 
Government has suggested that the motion is 
not quite wide enough to be a guide to him. 
All I can say is that it is a fairly academic 
motion. indicatinf\ the opinion of members 
of the House with regard to particular mat­
ters, and the Gov0rnment are by no means 
bound to legislate just in the full terms of 
the motion. It is fairlv expre"'ive of what 
is intended. and I think another and verv 
much simpler amendment would have pre­
served what was int<'nded bv the hon. mo'f!­
ber for Carnarvon without· practically side­
tracking the whole subject. Of course, if the 
hon. mc'Ylber will sav that if thn motion io 
carried in its amende.d form the Government 
will introduce lf'gielation dealing with racmg 
gennally. and particularlv in regard to limit­
ing proprietary racing, then I take it the 
hon. member for Carnarvon will accept it. 

But it is never usual to introduce in motions 
of this kind all the provisions that will be 
contained in the Bill. 

The PREMIER : Are you trying to make this 
a want of confidence motion? (Laughter.) 

nfr. MuRPHY: A want of confidence motion 
on Thursday afternoon! What are you 
giving us? 

Mr. MACARTNEY: I have not the 
slightc·.t idea why the hon. member should 
not allow the motion to go through as it is. 
I think the intentwn is to carry this motion 
over, as has been done with other motions 
on Thursday afternoons in the past. There 
is something in the motion that members 
opposite do not like, but just for the moment 
I cannot sav what it is. If the hon. member 
for Carnar\-on accepts the amendment, he 
wiil find himself side-tracked, and the mono­
poly of proprietary racing will continue to 
grov: and prosper. 

Mr. GUNN, in reply, said: It is not my 
intention to accept the amendment, because 
if I did the whole obJect in bringing forward 
the motion would be side-tracked. (:Hear, 
hear!) \Ve have too muoh racing, and we 
shall always have too much racing while 
proprietary racing is allowed, and we shall 
awavs have inferior racing while it is con­
duct'Bd on proprietary racecourses. 

Mr. KIRWAN: The Queensland Turf Club 
gives the dates. 

Mr. GUNN: I have no brief for the 
Queensland Turf Club. My object is to have 
something better than the Queensland Turf 
Club constituted for registration purposes. 
Every properly constituted club in Queens­
land should send two delegates to a coR­
ference, as they do in New Zealand, and 
that conference should regulate all racing 
in Queensland. Last year forty-eight clay10 
were given for racing purposes at Kodron 
Park, and that is too much racing altogether. 
I do not wish to talk out my own motion, so 
I will now resume my seat. 

Question-That the words proposed to he 
omitted (Jir. Gledson's amendment) stand 
part of the question-put; and the Hou>e 
divided:-

}fr. Barnes 
,, Bayley 

Booker 
Dunstan 
Forsvth 

,, Gunil 
Hartley, H. L. 
J,and 
Lloyd 

AYES, 18. 
J..f r. Mavurtncy 

Moore 
, Murphy 

~tevens 
Stodart 

, Swayne 
rrolmie 
Vowles 
'\Valker 

Tellers: :\fr. Stevens and Mr. Swayne~ 

XoEs, 32. 
::\fr. Armfield .;_\Ir. Kirwan 

Barbe-r .. Larcom be 
Bertram LC'nnon 
Bcwman l\1av 
C,\rirr McLaf'hlan 
Collins :M c]{ inn 
Cooper McPhail 

, Coyne 0' "'ullivan 
FihPlly Pctrrson 
Foley ., Ryan, D. 
Gildav , Hyan, 'f .. r. 
GillieS fmith 
Gl-PL1~-on , f:t.<Jpford 
Hnrdo•crC' Theodore 
Hartley, W. , WPllin[!ton 

, Huxham .. \.Vinstanlr~~ 

Teller.-;: Mr. McLachlan and 1fr. \Vinstanley .. 

Resolved in the negative. 

Mr. Gumv.J 
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Amendment (Ur. Gledson',,)-That the 
wordo proposed to be inserted be so in erL:d 
-agn•ld to. 

Original question, as amended, put and 
passed. 

There being no further general business on 
the paper, the House proce.eded with Go­
vernn1ent business. 

SUGAR ACQUISITION BILL. 

PROPOSED INITIATION IN COMMITTEE. 

The PREMIER: Mr. Speaker,-I beg to 
move that you do now leave the chair. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: Without wishing to 
<>.bstruct the business in any way, I would 
hke the Government to give some informa­
tion as to the m·C'C$sity for this Bill and to 
the extent of the scope of it. ' 

The PREMIER : I would like to point out 
to the han. the leader of the Opposition that 
although I think it should be hardly ~eces­
sary for me to do so, as the han. member 
is well acquainted with the forms and prac­
tice of the House, that in the preliminary 
stages of Bills, as soon as you, Mr. Speaker 
leave the chair we resolve ourselves into ~ 
Committee of the Whole to consider the 
matter, and at that stage the information 
which the hon. member is asking for is 
usually given, and wiil be given. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: Give us the information 
now; it will facilitate matters. It will 
simpli·fy matters to give the information now. 

The PREMIER: I do not think it will 
simplify matters at all. As a matt,er of fact, 
I have already moved that the Speaker do 
leave the chair, and I would be out of order 
~o ~peak about tl~e Bill now. I shall simply 
Insist on my motion. 

Mr. TOLYJ:IE (1'oou,oomba): For some 
time past the practice has been when a Bill 
of this kind is being introduced, to give the 
information at this stage. 

The PREMIER: Not at this stage. 
Mr. MACARTNEY: You asked for it at every 

stage. 
The PREMIER: I would like the han. mem­

ber to point out to me in " Hansard " where 
it has been given at this stage. It has been 
given at an earlier stage, but not at this 
stage. 

Mr. TOLMIE : When I introduced a Bill 
1ast se,sion, I gave the information about 
the contents of the Bill at this stago. 

The PRBIIER: Not at this stage. I 
challenge the han. member to show me in 
"' IIansard " where the information .. ,yn,s ever 
given at this stage. 

l'h. TOLMIE : I think the hon. gentle­
mew will be well advised if he extE<nds the 
Barna courtesy to hon. members on this side 
as woe, extended to him last session. I do 
not think, so far as a Bill of this kind is 
concerned, that members on this side are 
going to cavil at it. vVe would rather 
facilitate the work of the Government in 
r0gard to it" At the same time there are 
mar;y measures to l_>e introduced during the 
sesswn, and "-e d<:'sll'e to extend to the Go­
vernmPnt Pvery courtesy in regard to the 
rnPasures thee· are introducing. 

The PRE~IIER : I would be out of order if 
I e"ttempted to give the information now. 

[Hon. T. J. Ryan. 

Mr. TOLMIE: I know. the han. member 
would be out of order if he attempted to 
give the information at the present time, 
but there are other Ministers who can do 
it. It is merely side-tracking the question 
Ychen the han. member raises that point now. 
I only point out to the han. gentleman that 
that courtesy was extended to him, and those 
associated with him, and in tlw conduct of 
the business of the House I hope he will 
extend a similiar courtesy to this side of 
the House. 

The PREMIER: vVhat you are asking has 
never been done since I have been in the 
House. 

Question-That the Speaker do now leave 
the chair-put and passed. 

CO:\'IiVIITTEE-THANKS OF THE CHAIRl!AN. 

Mr. COYNE, on taking his seat as Chair­
man of Committees, said: As this is the 
first occasion I have taken the chair since 
I have been elect;;d Chairman of Committees, 
I desire to thank han. members for having 
elected me to this position. (HPar, hear!) 
I can only say that during my occupancy of 
the chair, my firm purpose will be to reach 
the high standard attained by my pre­
decessors, more especially in the matter of 
impartiality. 

HoNOURABLE MEliTBERS: Hear, hear ! 

The CHAIRMAN: In my endeavour to 
accomplish that, I trust I shall have the un­
divided assistance of han. members on both 
sides of the Chamber. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

The PREMIER pointed out that he had 
already offered his congratulations to the 
Chairman on being elected to the high and 
responsible position he now occupied. He 
felt cPrtain, from personal knowledge of the 
Chairman, that he would live up to the 
reputation of those who had occupied the 
chair in the past. He felt sure that the 
Chairman would have the assistance of mem­
bers on both sides of the House in carrying 
out the onerous duties that fell upon him. 
He moved-

" That it is desirable that a Bill be 
introduced to ratify and confirm a certain 
proclamation relating to the compulsory 
acquisition by the Government of raw 
sugar; to authorise the compulsory 
acquisition by the Government of other 
commodities ; and for other incidental 
purposes.'' 

The leader of the Opposition and the hon. 
member for Toowoomba h>td asked for cer­
tain information to be given as to the pur­
pose of the proposed Bill, and he had no 
objection whatever to giving that informa­
tion. He pointed out that in his experience 
in ParliamE'nt the information which han. 
members opposite had asked for was never 
given on the motion that "The Speaker do 
now leave the chair." It had sometimes 
been given at an earlier stage, and if he 
had been asked for the information on the 
previous day he would have given it, on the 
motion which he then moved. 

Mr. MACARTNEY : \Vhat does it matter 
whether the information was given yester­
day or to-day? 

The PREMIER : This was the stage in 
the procedure at which it was usual to give 
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the information to enable the Committee to 
arrive at a conclusion as to whether or not 
the mea~ure should be introduced. 

),fr. j_\IACIRTXT:Y: You have insisted upon 
getting information at earlier stages. 

The PREMIER: He was well aware of 
that. He had insisted on getting informa­
tion at ear!ier stages. 

Mr: MACARTNEY: \Vhy complain on this 
,occasiOn that \\e should have asked for it 
earlier? 

'fhe PREMIER : He had insisted on get 
ting the information at an earlier stage him­
self, but at a stage when it was fitting that 
such information should be given. That 
stage was yesterday. 'When the Speaker 
asked whether the motion on the business­
paper of the previous day was " formal " he 
(the Premier) said "Formal." No' one 
·called "Not formal." That was the time 
when someone on the Opposition side should 
have called ":\Tot formal," and they could 
-then have asked for the information which 
was now asked for. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: This side regulates its 
•own business. 

The :t:REMIER: That side regulated its 
-own busmess, and the House regulated what 
should be done in the House. The proposed 
Bill was to validate the action of the Govern­
ment in acquiring all raw sugar, the pro­
·duct of the 1915 sugar-cane crop. The 
general nature of the action taken and the 

arrangements made had alreadv 
[7 p.m.] been made public by himself and 

also by Mr. Hughes, the Com­
monw.ealth Attornev-General. The direct 
action of the State' would cease when tht> 
raw sugar had been taken over from the mills 
and paid for ":t a price of about. £18 per 
ton, but varymg under varying circum­
stances. 'fhe Commonwealth would take 
oYer the product and arrange for its refining 
and marketing. 'The action taken by the 
Government with respect to the 1915 sugar 
·crop of Queensland was, no doubt, a strong 
and a bold one, but the case was one which 
demanded prompt and effective action and 
he was very gratified that the action ~f the 
Government had received commendation 
from all source,; he thought bv persons of 
all shades of political opinion in Queensland 
the action of the doYernment had been 
commended. They had endeaYoured, in 
making the arrangements, to have due re­
gard to the interests, not only of all con­
cerned in the nianufacture of the sugar but 
also to that of the consumer. They had en­
~leavourod to look, not merely at the present 
mterest~ of the sugar-grower, but to his future 
i1_1terest''· The difficulties of the 'Ugar qup;;. 
twn were accentuated by the fact that tho 
industry was dependent on the retention of 
the tariff, which in turn was dependent on 
the goodwill of all the States and any 
action which should lose sight ~f the fact 
that th-9 consumers in ail the States were 
making a sacrifice in order to enable the 
industry to be carried on in Queensland­
they would strongly resent any action which 
would unduly boar upon them-would be 
inimical to the best interests of the in­
dustry. He did not know whether the 
]pader of the Opposition wished him to out­
line, at that stage, the contents of the Bill. 
If so, he would be very pleased to give the 
contents, so long as he was relieved of the 
necPssity of a repetition on the second 
reading. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: We will be very glad of 
all the information you can giye us, and 
also to learn why the Bill is necessary. 

Tho PREMIER : He ha-d pointed out why 
the Bill was necesfary. It was ne<·c,.sary to 
validate the action taken by the Govern­
ment by means d a proclamation which they 
issuDd some time ago, the contents of which 
must be well known t'J the hon. member, 
acquiring all the raw sugar, the product of 
the 1915 sugar crop of Qncen Janel. 

lVIr. JYIAc<nTNEY : vYas it necessary to take 
that action before getting legislative autho­
rity? 

The I'RE:NIIER: It wae. 

l\1r. J',lAC'ARTl-<EY : That is what I want t" 
kno,v. 

The PHEMIER : He tool< it that the hon. 
member would assume that any action taken 
by the Government in that way would be 
necessary, othenvise it would not have been 
taken. At all events, in the opinion of the 
Government, it was found necessary. 

Mr. MACAR'rNEY: I should like to know how 
it became necessary-the data, and so on? 

The PREMIER : It came to be necessary 
because the Queensland Government had to 
carry out their part of the compact with 
the Commonwealth Government. They had 
to acquire the whole of the raw eugar, the 
product of the sugar crop of 1915, at a price 
of about £)18-the average price was £18 
per ton-and in turn the Commonwealth Go­
vernment were to purchase that sugar from 
the Queensland Government and distribute it 
to the people of Australia at the lowest pos­
sible price. That "as the outline of the 
scheme. Now, some of that raw sugar was 
actually in course of being crushed; the 
cane '"as being crushed~ and the raw sugar 
was being F•:ont to the rcfmery, and the 
Colonial Sugar Refining Company had, as 
a matter of fact, shipped 140 tons of raw 
sugar from their Goondi Mill in Northern 
Queensland to their refinery at New Farm. 
Other milh were likely to start, and had 
started, and the raw sugar would have actu­
ally pass-ed from the mills to the refiners 
before the Government were able to assert 
their right of property in it. For that 
reason the Government issued the proclama· 
tion at the earliK,t opportunity, comman­
deering the sugar, and in the proclamation 
it was intimated that, in so far as it might 
b•J necessary, the Government would seek 
legislative sanction indemnifying them for 
the action taken. That proclamation was 
issued by the Governor; the raw sugar was 
acquired, and the shipment of sugar that 
the Colcnial Sugar Refining Comnanv were 
making from Northern Queenslar'>d by the 
Adelaide Steamship Company Wils held to 
the order of the Chief Secretarv at New 
Farm. It was refined there; and it was now, 
as a matter of fact, he i-hought, in distribu­
tion. From that statement of fact the hon. 
mPmber would under'3tand that it was neces­
sary for the Government, by proclamation. to 
take prompt action in order to acquire their 
property in the sugar, and also to prevent 
any possibility of agreements being made in 
the meantime, wherobv mills would have 
disposed of their raw sugar, perhaps to re­
finGrs, or whereby growers might bind them­
selves to accept a smaller price than thev 
would bP entitled to under the arrangement's 
made. All tho ze things made it necoosary 
for the proclamation to be issued ; and ail 
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the Gov<;rnn:ent wer: novy seeking was to 
ha~e legislative sanctwn g1vcn to the action 
whJCh they took; and, if he judged aright 
the temper of the people of Queensland, 
and a;suming tho Opposition to represent a 
crrtain section of them, he imagined that the 
nwasure vvould receiYe the unanin1ous sup­
p~rt of the House. 
GovEmDIE~T ME:IIBERS: Hear, hear! 

:Y1r .. SWAYNE (kiirani) thought that this 
qut,stion should be treated strictly from a 
non-partJ point of view, as it made for the 
good of a very important industry. (Hear, 
hear!) It waF, too late now to talk about 
whether better arrangements could be made 
-whether othcr people could have done bet­
ter, and so on. \Vhat they wanted was for 
tho, new a rrangemcnt to be put on a proper 
bas1s as soon as pos.nble. Some of the mills 
had already begun crushing, and they de­
Sired arrangement to be made at once for 
the c>:sh payments for their sugar, and he 
took 1t that the pas9mg of this legislation 
would facilitate the making of those arrange­
men~s. _He trusted the measure would be 
earned mto effect as soon as possible and 
steps taken to pay the mills cash f.o.h., as 
had bePn tho custom in the past. 

Question put and passed. 

Tho House resumed. The CHAIRMAN re­
ported tho resolution, which was adopted. 

FIRST READING. 

On the motion of the PREMIER the Bill 
was read a first time and order~d to be 
printed. The Fecond reading was made an 
Order of the Day for 'l'uesday next. 

ADDRESS I~ REPLY. 

RESU}fPTION OF DEBATE. 

.Mr. Mo"',I[I::\':N (Bulimba), who was received 
w_1th Government "Hear, hears," said: It 
g1v_es me great P!e~sure to a;dd my congratu­
lation" to tho Mm1stry for the splendid pro­
gramme that they have placed before us 
through the medium of the Governor's 
Speech, but before entering upon the details 
of the Speech I will crave the indulo-ence of 
t~e I;fou'~ to mak_e a suggestion. My sugges­
twn 1s th1s-that m future sessions something 
should be done to curtail, if not directlv 
abolish, the system of debating the Address 
in Reply. I know that bon. members may 
consider it presumption on the part of a new 
member to anack a custom that has grown 
hoary with age, but I would point out that 
we have been returned to this House as a 
party who are to establish precedents. (Hear, 
hear!) I consider that with such a magnifi­
cent programme as we have before us, and 
when matters could be as thorou o-hly dealt 
wit~ on oth9r oecas1ons, it is a. mistake, .after 
we navf" wa1ted twentv :vears for some of the 
!egislatio~ that is pro"posed to-day, when we 
have wor.cod and fought, and des1red to see 
some of those inju9tices under which we have 
suffered removed from our statute-books to 
take up unnecessary time over this debate 
and I feel that I am only doing m:v duty t~ 
the great mass of those who have supported 
tho Labour party >Vhen I utter this nrotest. 
And I also hold that we are livino- to~day in 
an age -when actions spc;tk str;nger than 
words, and when it is the desire o( our cAJn­
stituent' that we should show by our actions 
rather than by our words that we trnlv and 
faithfully represent the opinions and 'ideals 
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of thosf' who have sent us here to represent 
them. Coming to the subject-maHer of the 
Srecch, I am pleased to note that in one of 
the foremost paragraphs reference :has been 
made to that great holocaust that has taken 
place in another part of the world, <md that 
the men who have gone from our Bhorcs have 
been eulogised for the part that they are 
taking in this great conflict. But. SiL will 
you :allow 1ne to sound a note of \Yarning 
here? It is this: Vie recogni,,o that it has 
~een the predominance of the l":lilitary spirit 
m Germany that has made th10 thing pos­
sible, and lVC \YHnt to be careful that this sanw 
n,ilitary spirit doe' not obtain a footino· in 
Aush,dia. (Hoar, hear!) V\Te want h g~ard 
against t:he influence that 1night t~nd to 
bring us to ,a st,ato of this kind, and to deter­
mine that we shall do awa\ with. o!' as far 
as possible discountenance, lnilitaristn in tany 
shape or form. Another thing that pleasPs 
me is tho fact that the Government have at 
Iast recognised their responsibility to tho•:e 
men who 'have taken unon tlwmsclnls the 
fmrdcn of the Empire, unlike the GoYernments, 
in the past, which have simply used the men 
who have been courageous enough to fight 
for the welfare and the upholding of thf'· 
flag. and then ca ·,t them on one side to the 
tender mercies of charity. (Hear, hear!) I 
think th:tt this is a ~tep in the right direc­
tion, and I trust that not only will we pro­
Yide for those men who are willing to occupy 
our land, but that provi.ion will be made 
for those who have given, not their life but 
their limb, in defence of the Empire, and 
that they will be eave·d from the humiliating 
pcsition of being forced to live upon charity 
(Hear, hear!) Some hon. members of the 
Oppobition, ;peaking on thi' subject, said 
that they hoped a freehold would be granted 
to those men; but there is a danger that we 
have to guard against. If we make land 
grants to those returnPd soldiers, "e have to 
guard again~t a system of trafficking in those 
land grants. IV e can remember under the 
old system of making lund grants tr> immi­
grants how trafficking in those land grants. 
was engaged in, and how sometimes the 
generosity of the GoYerument was abused 
and taken adYantage of by those who desired 
to get hold of those land g-ants for specu­
lation, and for speculation only. I trust that 
due regard will be paid to this phase of the 
matter, and that if grants are given to those 
returned soldiers they will bo sa£cguardod 
so that it will not lead to speculation. One 
of the first items mentioned in the Governor', 
Speech is an Elections Bill. That has b8en 
dealt with by speakers who have prec,,oded 
nw hut I wish to emnhasise this matter. 
\Ve have charge·d the o·pposition, "ho wore 
thPn m<,mhers of thE' Government, that by 
their Elections Art thev disfranchised some 
thousands of the electors of Queensland. \V0 
have charged thE'm with having dish·an­
f>hised a great m11 .. ss of our nomadic v,~arkers. 
'When we come to realise the injusticD that 
ha, bern done to tho;r men, when we come 
to realise that these ·are the men who have 
blazed the track of civilisation in Queens­
land, that these are the men w;thout whom 
not one mile of our railroads could have been 
built, not one pound of our wool. not one 
ouncp of our minerals could have been pro­
duce,d, we must realise the great injustice that 
has boen done to these men, in that they have 
bern deprived of their right of citi7.enship. 
There is a phase of this matter which I do 
not know whether it has been touched upon 
or not so far, but I heard an hon. member 
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last night, when discussing the extension of 
t~e franchise in municipal matters, empha­
sise the fact that there should be no tax<Ltion 
without representation. Now, Sir, we have 
on our statute-book a measure that I am sure 
will appeal to members on the opposite side, 
because It affects them more than it does us. 
That is a measure that is called the Income 
'l'ax Act. "\Ve have collected income tax from 
the residents of Queensland from the first 
month vf their ro'·idonce here and yet in 
spite of thut fact, we have abs;lutely ref~sed 
them rop_rc•·•ntation until they have been 
resrdent In tho State fur t" elve months. 
That is an in_justicc that calls for redres ,, 
and I trust tltat the Government will see 
that it iJ recti1iecl. Another matter to which 
I 1'Yish to refer ·while on this subject is thP 
mutter of tho extension of the franchise to 
those old pi?IH'~rs who are now spending the 
close of thmr hves m our public institution 
at Dunwich. \Vo have a]] declaime-d arrainst 
the injustice that has been donp to tho~e old 
peoplo~---thoso men whD have borne the brunt 
and heat of the day in Queemland-a.nd yet, 
when they_ are on tho do•.vn grade, when they 
are tottermg down tho hill of life we have 
refused them what is to some of them at 
least a matter almost as dear as lifo itself. 
vVe h<tve refused them the birthrirrht of 
~very _Brit_isher-the right of exercisi~g the 
tranc!uso m t_he country of their &cloption. 
I trust that m t'he measure that is to be 
intro-duced by our GoYernment justice will be 
douc to those people to whom it has been 
refused in tho past. I trust thut our fran­
chise will be made one of the broadest that it 
is possible to introduce. The second measure 
!hat I propose dealing with is one that 
mtere~ts !lie !\'feat!;'. Thut is the question of 
t1hc clrstrrbutwn of fish. In a country such 
ab this, it is almost necessary that fish should 
form one of the staple articles of diet; but 
we are faced with the problem that, while 
we have a public who are eager to buy this 
commodity, and while we have fishermen" ho 
are eager to supply this commodity, in b;,­
tween tho two stand a ring of distributors 
who by their action not only have pa.ralysecl 
the fishermen, but have prevented the needs 
of the public from being· supplioo. The 
neighbouring State of New South V\raks has 
in a mea ... ure attempted to solve this problem. 
There they were faced with the same diffi­
eulty that we are faced with-that while the 
public require_d this staple article 'of food, it 
was not avatlable. They have sought to 
solve t'hc problem, und, judging from my 
oxpericm~e clown thew the othDr week, when 
I Baw 7! tons of fish disposed of in a very 
short time, when I saw the public clamouring 
for this article of diet, then I say it is time 
that the Government of Queensland t<Jok 
some uction to supply a long-felt need in 
this direction. To the average individual 
this may not be a problem that presents very 
much inten,st; but, when we come to con­
sider the valu~ that it is to other countries, 
then I think it will be proven that it is an 
industry that is worth fostering in a country 
like Queensland. In ,Japan, for instance. you 
have an industry that returns £15.750,000 per 
unnum; in the United States, you have an 
industry of an annual value of £14.100,000; 
in England. its value is £11,700,000; in 
Ru~.sict, £6.300.000; in Franc~, £5.900 000: in 
Korway, £1,825,000; in Spain, £1,595.000; 
in Holland, £~85,000; in Germany, 
£610,000; and in Austro-Hungary, £290,000. 
Now, if we consider the benefits of an in­
dustry such as this, remembering that along 
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our shores we have waters teeming with fish, 
I think it is not too much to ask 

[7.30 p.m.] that the Government should at 
the earliest possible opportunity 

take this problem into consideration and en­
deavour to solve it, because I can assure hon. 
members that the people of Queensland are 
interested in the question, and that not only 
from a commercial but also from a health 
standpoint it is essential that this nece,oa1·y 
article of diet should be made one of tbe 
star lE> commodities in Queensland. (Bear, 
hear!) Now, I come to another phase of the 
Governor's Speech, one that has caused a. 
good deal of discussion-namely, the regula­
tion of food prices. The ordinary indivrdurd, 
sitting here and listening to the speeches of 
the members of the Opposition, would con­
sider that a good deal of injustice had been 
dono to the primary producers by the action 
of the Government m endeavouring to re­
gulate the sale and market price of these pro­
ducts. \Vhen I heard the hon. member for 
Drayton, the deputy leader of the farmers' 
party, and several other of those gentlemen 
addressing this House, I wondered to myself 
whether it was possible that an injustice was 
being done to the primary proclu~ers of 
Queensland, but I was confident that this 
Government-which has always stood for 
equity, this Government which has always 
proclaimed justice not for one class, but 
for all classes-would endeavour to regulate 
this matter on the principle of equity. I 
find, on going into the matter, that no chss 
in the community has had a better retum 
for their products during the course of this 
war than the primary producers of this 
country. "\Ve were told that the drought, 
which I am very sorry to say rages over a 
portion of our State to-day, has almost ruined 
the primary producers of <Jueensland; hut, 
whilst we express sympathy ~with them in 
that direction, let me endeavour to show that 
they are not so very badly off as their friends 
would endeavour t<J convince us they are. 
According to our "Agricultural Journal," in 
January last Queensland, although the rain 
had fallen rather late, was in a splendid 
position from the producers' point of view. 
We find that in February last by the s.s. 
"Carpentaria," which left Brisbane on the 
12th of that month, for London, 35,953 boxes 
of butter were despatched. That constituted 
the largest shipment of butter which has yet 
been made in one ship and represented 
2,013,368 lb. The country that could produce 
such a quantity of that commodity had not 
then begun to suffer from the ravages of 
drought, while, on the other hand, the 
primary producers had through the inci-dence 
of the war been reaping benefits from the 
state of affairs in Europe. I have a price 
list for this commodity for the ~-ears 1913, 
1914, and 1915, and I wish to direct the atten­
tion of this honourable House to the facts 
which I now place before them, and leave 
hon. members to judge whether the Govern­
ment, in the action they have taken, have 
b·een robbing the primary producers ins teo d 
of safeguarding the interests of the com­
munity in general. I may say that in J anu­
ary, 1913. we had had six weeks of an ex­
ceptionally dry spell, and it was not till 
February of that year that we had plentiful 
rain. On the 26th January of that year 
the prico of butter was £5 per cwt. On ~he 
correeponding date in January. 1914, the 
price was £5 4s., while on the 6th January 
of this year, owing to the war, the price bad 
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increased to £5 14s., a rise of 14s. from the 
first date I gave in 1913 and a rise of lOs. 
from tho same time in the previous year. 

Mr. MooRE: Owing to the drought clown 
South. 

Mr. McMINN: Butter continued to n·c. 
On 11th January it had risen to £5 16s., oa 
the 12th it rose to £5 18s., on the 15th to 
£6, and on the 19th to £6 4s. If we com­
pare these prices with those which have ruled 
m Q1~eonsland for the l_ast number of years 
we Will find that tho pnmary producer is at 
l~ast making a fair degree of profit out of 
his commodities at this time. .\.nd I hold 
that _if. he is. now faced with a drought, then 
provisi~m might have been made in tho past 
by which he could tide over this time of 
depression. 'l'ake, for instance, the city 
draper 'Yho has had two or three days of 
r":m durmg the week, day> on which he has 
still to keep up the same staff and still is 
undCJ; the same expense, although he has 
done practically no business. In some in­
stances the business he does on such days is 
not sufficient to pay the light in his ware­
houen. vVhat would hon. members think of 
him if he irnmed!atoly on the succeeding days 
doubled thn pnces of his commodities to 
make up for the days on which he suffered 
a loss? I am afraid that that is the posi­
tion that our friends the farmers' party are 
taking up on this question. The denuty 
leader of that party, not only in this House 
but also in the public Press, has endeavoured 
to enlist the sympathies of the people of 
Queensland by stating that the cost of each 
pound of butter in Queensland to-day is 3s. 
I would like to point out to this honourable 
House that he has been computing from 
week to week the cost of keeping alive his 
stock instead of spreading or averaging it 
over a period, as any business man would do. 
He wants to prove to the people of Queens­
land that the week to week cost of butter IS 
the actual cost of it. That is not at all 
fair, when we consider the amount of profit 
tha~ was made by .the primary producer 
durmg the latter port1on of last :vear and the 
earlier portion of this year. The Govern­
ment, in fixing the price of this commoditv 
were only doing their dutv to the community 
in gener~l, dPilpite the prutest of the leader 
of the farmers' party. A great deal has 
been made of the fact that tho Government 
have fixed the price of butter at £9 16co per 
cwt. I would point out that 75 per cent. of 
the butter which is now being commandeered, 
or pur<'hased. by the Government at £9 16s. 
per cwt. is produced in the coastal district', 
where not n pound of food is given to thP 
cattle-where the cattle are grass fed, and 
the cost of production has not increased m 
any 1narked degree. 

. Mr. MOORE: Why, they are buying feed 
m your own electorate. 

Mr. McMINN: When members endeavour 
to enlist the sympathy of the people of 
Queenel and bv statements such as we have 
heard, I think the Gon•rnment will be woH 
advised to make thorough inquiry into such 
statements. 

Mr. YiODRE: Hear, hear l vVe would wel­
come that. 

Mr. Mc\HNN: W'' also would wci'''OIDP 
such an inquiry. This partv is out to do 
jnstic.:-' to thn e nnmunity, and it L alsn out 
1,) P th:->t no lTliu"ticP iR do~P to the whole 
<lf the <':Jmmnnitv fov tho bcneflt of anv one 
Fn('t~nn ('If it. Allnthpr rnattcr in the Go­
vernor's Speech which I hail with pleasure 
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is the Bill to control trusts, combines, and 
monopolies. If the Government are in dead 
earnest in this matter, I can point to a 
monopolv within this House that needs con­
trolling,· and that immediately. I refer to 
the monopoly of the farmers' party's benches 
bv men who are members of the Cheese­
~akers' Association of Queensland. Every 
memb<:'r of the farmers' party is a member 
of the Chensemakers' Association of Queens· 
land. 

Mr. Tourm: What about the mover ot 
the Address in Reply? 

Mr. McMINN: Not a member of the 
Cheesemakers' Association. 

Mr. 'ToLMIE: Oh, yes, he Is. 

Mr. McMINN: Well, the fact that we 
have one member of the association on this 
side does not make the monopoly on that 
side any the loss. This monopoly has gone 
further than being a monopoly; it is a trust, 
and a trust in the worst sense of the term. 
Anyone who is acquainted with the market­
ing of this commodity will know that so far 
from the price being regulated by the law 
of supply and demand, it is regulated by the 
Chcesemakers' Association of 'Queensland, 
who compel their members or agents to sell 
at a certain price, irrespective of the quality 
of the article produced. A ie~s<'r figure 
than that fixed can onlv he tak0n ,,·hPn 
an agreement to the.t effect is signed by 
two J'ival agent£ who are engaged in the 
s:>me class of business. I claim that this 
trust fixes not only the Queensland price 
of that C{]lnmodity but the interstate price 
also. 'They fix the ovcnea export of the 
commodity on the basis of quantity of 
milk supplied to the fnctorice. and even 
if a factory haoe got a loc:tl or interstate 
trade, it mu't pay its quota of the cost of 
the spac'' booked for a shipment by steamer. 
I sav that is a trust of the worst kind to 
be found anvwhere in the world. It amuses 
me verv nni~h to hear the members of the 
farmers' party proclaiming their loyalty, 
and saying that the people of Queer:sland 
are being fed at the expense of the primary 
producers. We ciaim that loyalty to the 
Empire is something deeper than mere lip 
service and flag waving. In February last 
there left the shores of Queensland a ship­
mcnt of cheese consigned to the London 
market. That shipment of cheese arrived on 
the London market at the time the Birtish 
Government decided to purchase a large 
quantity of cheese for thP troops who werP 
serving in France. I find that this chE'c,,e. 
which had been produced in Queensland 
from milk for which 6~d. per gallon was 
paid at the factory, brought tohe record pricn 
of £4 lOs. per cwt., but we did not ohear the 
farmers' party protesting that they were 
getting too much for their product, which 
\\as necessary for the men at the front. 
After such an example of loyalty as that, 
tho farmers' party in this House should hide 
their heads in shame for all time. WhPn I 
say the farmers' partv, I mPan the members 
who claim to rf'pr<:,~ent the farmers, not the 
m<>n who actuallv reprc:•,ent the farmers and 
v ho are sitting behind the Government. 
Another portion of the Speech to 'vhich I 
wi<h to draw rrttention is that which deals 
"" jth c1n~er settlement. ThPre is no greater 
woopi; to am- nation than its manhood and 
v·omanhocd~(h<>ar. hr,ar !)-and it grieves 
O'lC. vvhon tra,"-·•11ing over th0 'vide e-'Cpanses 
of our broad arnas, to pee that p') fpw of the 
nation':-1 assets aJ~e making their homes on 
our rolling downs. Anyone who is at all 
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acquainted "ith history will remember that 
the crofters of Scotland were some years agu 
driven from their homes to makP room for 
deer forests and sheep runs. A short time 
ago one of tho members of the House of 
Lords ,,·as on a recruiting campaign in thG 
northern distrids of Scotland, and in the 
course of his remarks, growing eloquent, he 
said, "The fiery cross of our focefathers has 
gone from hill to hill and from glen to g-:en 
~umrnoning thf' gallant Srotsmen to fo1Jo·w 
the King ~nd to fight for th8ir country, tl1Pir 
flag, and Empire." One old hnrd-hc.1ded 
Scotsman sitting in the audience looked up 
and sail. "Yes, sir, the fiery cros3 has gone 
from hill to hill and from g·len to glen. but 
what do we hear? Instead of the tramp of 
armed men, instead of tho marching of men 
who are prepared to fight for their country, 
we hear the rustling of deer and the bleat­
of sheep." I say that is one of the dangers 
which I trust our Government are alive to. 
I am suro thev arA alive to it when thf'y have 
brought in this Bill for the closer settlement 
of our vast areas. (Hear, hear!) I trust 
before this Government have gonP out of 
office that they will see on those rolling 
downs of ours a populace that are contented 
and happy, a population that are rearing the 
true't asset of the nation, the boys and 
girls-·our futuce men and wo111Pn, who will 
devolon the ;oast resources of Queensland, 
and thu" add to its prosnerity. (He•ar, 
h•·:tr !) One other mdtter that interests me 
a3 an industrialist is a me.;tsure that I trust 
1.vill he amongf>t the foren1o1t n1easures 
placed before this House, and that is the 
meaqtre repealing the Industriul Peace Act. 

Mr. MrRPHY: What hurry is there for that 
when the referendum is go'ing to be carried 
in December? 

!\1r. M~:'IHNX: If the hen. gentleman 
only knew the sense of injustice that rankles 
i ~1 the heart of ev0rv true unionist and E'verv 
true worker of Qtieensland. he would see 
the necesqit:~· for placing this in the fore­
front of our programme. (Hear, hear!) 

Mr. MuRPHY: Won't it be passed by thG 
Federal House early next y<>ar? 

Mr. ::Y1cl\1INN: I trust that before next 
year this meaRure, which, as one hon. 
member put it. was cradled in iniquity, will 
bn blotted out from the statute-book of 
Queomland. (Hoar, henr ~) \Ve haYe been 
told that the effects of the Industrial Peace 
Act could be seen in Queensland bv the scar· 
city of etrikes end the industrial ·peace that 
has exist.erl in Qur·2nsland ; but '\Ve who are 
a,cqua:inted with thP indn~-tr-ial nlovemPnt in 
(~nc('ns1ancl can te1l the hon. gentlemen 
on the othPr "j,Je th::tt it :i:3 not beeau,,: of 
their Industrial Peace Art. It is because tho 
om plover. of Queensland, owing to the les­
son they re<'c,ivcd in t1~'1 general strike of 
1912. have com< to r~,pert the workers of 
r:uecmland, and have made it possible for 
U" to flout-and w0 did flout-tho Industrial 
Peace Act, by making our own agreements 
a., between employer and employee. 

Mr. MuRPHY: Then, why bother about it 
at all? 

Mr. 1\lr·-:IIINN: The hon. member says, 
"\Yh. bother n bout it? " It is because there 
are smnc- v;('nker sections who "ant it r"e­
pPalrd. There are stronger sections of indus­
tria.li,~m 'vho can ufford to snap their fingers 
at th_. I ndustriiil Peace Act, and who can 
afford to make agreements to break everv 
clause of the ~'l.ct; and tho late Government 

havP not dare i to put OrH1 clause of it iato 
operu.tion. \Vhile the stronger bodies can 
do this, thcr0 are weaker bodies who ha·:c 
not attained to that position. That is why 
we want this Act repealed, so that j ustico 
will ho done to every body of workers m 
this land of ours. There is another mcasur<J 
v. hirh, as a \vorkcl, give-; 1ne very grPJ,t 
pleasure to see on tho programme, and th'lt 
is an am-endment of the \Yorkers' Compen­
"ation Act. I wa' interested in the cases 
stated by the hon. member for Mount Mor­
gan last night. It chows some of the iniqui· 
ties and some of the hardships that have 
been borne under this Act. Those of us 
who are acquainted with industry can mul­
liply these case.~ b) a gr·0Dt many. I know 
cf a casu where an employee lost the sight 
of an eye, and, while his employer had been 
willing to pay a certain :;;urn in compensa­
tion to hin1, yet the insuranre con1pany have 
been keeping him waiting, knowing th~~.t his 
chance' of getting compensation will be 
greatly minimised. I trust that the amend· 
mont d tlw \Yorkers' Compensation Act will 
b<J made more liheral. and that we shall 
have an equitable State' Insurance Aet, which 
shall do away with some of the anomalies 
that exist under the Aet. As a worker, I 
compliment the Government on their action 
in this direction. The Government arc fully 
alive to tho interests of th<' workers, and 
they are also alive to the justice that will 
acc~'UG to the employers and workers alike. 
There is another measure that I am in­
terested in. and that is an amendment of the 
\Vorkers' Dwellings ~'l.ct. \Vhile we do not 
minimise in the !ea,t the advantage that 
this .. \.ct has been to the workers of Queens­
land, still we must not lose sight of that 
fact that it has also been a considerable 
benefit to th<> financial institutions, because 
it has inflab·d land valuf's to such an extent 
that a worker has been compelled to pay 
for the land he wants on which to erect a 
cottage sometimes three and four times its 
nominal value. I trust that in the amenJing 
Act that we will have an Act that is not 
onlv liberalised, but \l·e will have a clause 
in~ertod in it bs which the Government will 
giv<> to the worker a house already built, 
and ready for his occupation, instead of. 
as it is now, compelling him to be a land­
owner-a landlord-before it gives him that 
advantag-e. I trust that the benefits of State 
insurance will also (..., extended to this Act. 
I believe a measure was placed on the 

statute-book bst Parliament 
[8 p.m.] which alreadv docs that, but I 

honG the measure will . b" n:­
tcnded so that not onlv will the State in­
sure the workers' dweiling•, but also that 
every worker in the State will bo given 
an opportunity of insuring with the State 
any propertv he might own. From a busi­
ness standroint, judging bv the profits mctde 
from this business. it will be a paying propo­
sition for tbe Government to enter into 
State insurance. There i~ one om]•,,sion fron1 
tho Governor's Speech that I did hope to 
see included, and that is the <·•tablishment 
of a market for tho sale c-f truit. I trust 
that the Government, when introducing a 
Bill for the marketing- cf fl•h, will also see 
their w~>y to d 'al with the markPting of 
fruit. This also is a nf'Cf'\,~ary produrt in 
c)ueonsland, and it is one that r•mnot bear 
the cost of the midc!1enwn ; and the Govern­
went shculd estublish markets in this connec­
t:on. c-o that the p, coplo of Queensland can 
obtain a ·.upp]y of this vrTy nece~· :trv C·1ln­
modity. Amongst the many splendid Bills 

JJ!r. 1lfcMinn.] 
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that appertr in the programme, there is one 
tor the extension of the local authority fran­
chise. Many arguments have been adduced 
bY members on the vther side as to why 
this shvuld nvt be dono. VI' e shvuld not lose 
,,ight vf the broad principle of our fran­
chise, and if we come to consider the ad van­
tages that will be conferred on th<> com­
munity by the wider scope from which they 
can choose their ropresentativ0s, the com­
munitv v. ill be bendited in this direction, 
and the Gvvornmont will receivP the thanks 
of the ratepayers of Queensland for intro­
ducing such a n1easure. I tru~'t, in ·dealing 
with the Local Authoritins Ac:t, tlnt th" 
question of a Greater Brisbane and the ex­
tension of our cities will not be lo.st f:.ighT. 
of. for we recognise that the municipali­
ties rem wlvo many of the problems in a 
b0ttcr manner than the State. They can 
dc·al with many of those qur 'tions that 
are agitating t_he public minds to-do,y-that 
arc not cxpcrimcmts, but that ha··e been 
tried and hsted in the older countries of the 
world, and have proved to be a mcce'"· I 
trust that provision will be made to ul]ow 
our municipalities to take over and adminis­
ter the public uti!itiu;. In erm h1·, im!, I 
again complimc-nt the Governr.Pnt vn tho 
excellent measures that they haye promised 
to introduce, and I trust that every on8 of 
them will find a place on the statute-book. 
Too long has QuE'ensland been gu!Jed by 
promises. (Hear. hear !) ·we look t-o-da:v 
to the Labour party to be a party not of 
promie•Js, but the party of fu Hilment, and 
I .-enture to sa v we have behind us the 
111andate of thG people of Queensland. \Ve 
haYe been told that we ought to proclaim a 
political truce, but so long as we have these 
injustices that exist on the statute-book to­
dav, there can be no truce. Until we have 
made this country prosperous in every direc­
tion, until we have passed those measures 
that stand for the proteetion of those loved 
ones that men who have gone to the 
front to fight the battles of the Empire 
haye left behind, until the injustices under 
which Queensland has suffered for so long 
have been wiped off, we are not prepared 
to submit to any political truce, and I say 
we have behind us the mandate of the 
people of Queensland to go ahead and keep 
the wheels of industry rolling, and by doing 
n we will help, not only the State, but we 
will also help the Empire. 

_\1r. CARTER (Port Curtis): It gives me 
very great pleasure to have an opportunity of 
offering you, Sir, my congratulations on 
your elevation to the position which your 
many attribut0··1 so eminently fit you to fill. 
I have listened to the speeches delivered by 
different speakers during this debate with 
a great deal of intere•,,t and a great deal of 
p!easurf', and I was particularly struck by the 
sncochcs of th" k;; der of the Oppooition and 
the leader of the Countrv partv. The leader 
of tho Opnosition soerns to have taken a 
!oaf out of tho book of the leader of the 
Onposition in the Fed<>ral Home. Almost 
his first utterance in this House was that 
the legislation was of a contentious charac: 
ter, and that we should not do anvthing 
of the kind. Let us examine the conduct 
of the hon. mem_ber during the dying week' 
of the la•t Parlmmcnt. La,t J'\ovembcr, or 
rather last December-I think it wa-, on the 
recommita! of the vote for police-the hen. 
member took tho opportunity of making a 
v,ery bitter and uncctlled for attadc upon 
one of the Ministers of his own party. Mind 

[Jfr. Jfcilfinn, 

you, this was -during war time, and now 
h<l is claiming that we should be standing 
shoulder to shoulder, fighting against the 
common enemv. The h<m. member did not 
care a "hang'" for unanimity then. What 
was contention then so long a' it suited his 
own purpos,•s' He and other m.-mbers of 
his party continued to squabble. That party 
and the "Courier," tho offi<:ial organ of the 
party. have everlastingly been telling the 
people that they ohould not "S\\ap horses 
in the middle of the stream" ; they were 
afraid thev would be drowned. However, 
they conm1enced swapping horses. 

An OPPOSITION Th1EMBER : Yes, but there was 
a drought on. 

Mr. CARTER: Yes, but they swapped 
horses all tho samC', and our friends some 
time or other m:>v strike the same trouble. 
(Laughter.) • 

Mr. Mt:RPHY: Nearly every member strikes 
the same trouble. 

Mr. CARTER: However, I do not think 
the House could 9pare a buffoon at the 
present time. 

The SPEAKER: Order! I ask the hon. 
member to withdraw that remark. 

Mr. Thh;RPHY: I did not ask him to with­
draw it. Mr. Speaker. I_ie lear;!ed tc;, ~e 
funny when he was runmng a pub. m 
Albert street. 

Mr. CARTER: I withdraw it. I might 
say that we could not spare some people 
on the other side at tho prcc,ent moment; 
they are useful in some directions, and make 
the House laugh occasionally. However, 
as I was going to say, the leader of the 
Opposition and his colleagues had no thought 
of what contention v.ould cost the country 
during the last six months of the last Go­
vernment. Even as late as the 12th of last 
January, they met in cauC'us. 

Mr. KIRWAN: They do not meet, do they? 

Mr. CARTER: Oh, my word! They met 
111 caucus. The whole forty-seven werB­
there. One of them who attended sat on a 
rail, the hen. member for Drayton, who did 
not take an active part, ·who, it may be 
gue,~cd, was desirous of being taken to the 
bosom of either party. Of course, we 
are told by the official organ of the party, 
they were very closely united. This is a 
party that did not deal in contention; they 
were very contentious then. However, after 
the l<>acler of the late Government had been 
SLlccessfnl in defeating this body of " round­
robiners " who were attempting to politically 
nssassinate him, he did not get on very well. 
Then they commenced to jettison some of 
their own party. They felt they were a sort 
of Jonah,, (Government laughter.) This 
party, which is asking this Government to 
bring in nothing of a contentious character, 
were quite agreeable to squabble amongst 
themselves, to fight for the position that they 
thought they might get to. This party, even 
after they had patched up the quarrel. or 
appc,ared to have patched it up, on 12th 
January, or f'arlier than that, the "Courier,"" 
official organ, was praying the whole of the 
time that thev still might change their leader. 
They wer<> still trying to swap horsP;< in tho 
middle of the stream. Even durmg the 
election, in my own electorate it was freely 
rumoured that they had no intention of re­
taining Mr. Denham as leacl<>r of the part:v. 
if they were successful in getting be,ck on the 
Treasury benches. It was freely rumoured 
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that it was intended to throw Mr. Denham 
out, and put someone else in his place. This 
is the party that has come here, and in a 
h,,·pocritical snuffle asked the present Govern­
ment to refrain from introducing contentious 
measures. I contend that it takes two parties 
to a contention. If there is a thing that is 
contentious, it takes two parties to make it 
contentious. (Hear, hear !) The present Go­
vernment have been returned to power with 
a strong majority. They have received a 
mandate from the people to bring in certain 
legislation, and our platform has been before 
the people for years. The leader of the 
present Government, then the leader of the 
Opposition, nude no secret of our pro­
gramme. The whole of the programme was 
practically outlined in his election speech. 
'When the people returned the present Go­
Yernment to power, they did so knowing per­
fectly well that it was the intention of the 
Government to introduce certam legislation. 
Wh<>n the present remnant of the late Go­
vernmPnt 'vere sent in here with a minority, 
they knew perfectly well that they had been 
rej0•:ted bec .. :u·9 they had not brought in 
that legislation. 

Mr. KIRwA:-;: They had no programme 
at all. 

Mr. CARTER : They had a programme. 
However, if the present Government were 
sent here to carry out a certain programme, 
to introduce certain legislation, and they 
have receiv'ld a mandate from a very large 
majority of the people to do that, who are 
guilty of contention-those who carry out 
the desires of the people, or those who are 
a discredited and a disgruntled party? 
Who are the contentious people-those who 
try to bring in what the pPDple require 
or those who sit in Opposition and try t~ 
prevent it? It must be clear to even the 
lc:tst intdligPnt of the Opposition that it is 
the duty of the Government to bring in 
legislation of the character that is outlined 
in His Excellency's Speech, and then they 
come along "ith this sort of cry after they 
have been quarrelling among themselves, and 
say they want peJ"ce in this House, and do 
not want the Government to bring in any 
contentious matter, and practicallY state in 
their first utterance that they are" going to 
oppose everything. That is what it 
amounted to. Of course, we know that the 
knder of the Opposition said that if the 
Bills were to their liking, they would get 
the support of the Opposition. We know per­
fectly well that thec\e Bills could not be to 
their liking. 'l'he leader of the farmers' 
party-a big-hearted man, and a man of 
broad sympathies-agrPed with the pro­
gramme of the party. He has always been 
of democratic tendencies, and how he could 
be associ ited with the late Govemment is 
beyond mv comprehension. It is startling 
to me. however. that one of such broad 
sympcthics could remain in such a narrow 
crowd. Of course, I can begin to understand 
it wlH'n 1 learn that the Country party take 
the Svdne,· " Bulletin " as their economic 
text-book. · When the leader of the Counhv 
party went to some trouble to rend ou't 
an extract from a page of the "Bulletin." 
one l'uuld understand the sort of wild and 
weird legislation that that p'lrty would 
favour. Anyone that knows the tendency of 
the Sydney " Bulletin " to chop and change 
about according to the size of the advertise­
mont that is offered to it will quite under­
stand the strange surroundings of a party 

which takes that as its text-book. The 
leader of the Country party, however, was 
good enough to admit that the programme 
of the Government was broad enough to 
cover nearlv all their requirements. He 
pledged as many of his party as would be 
loyal to him to support the Government to 
carry out their programme. Of course, the 
Country party claim to be the only people 
who understand anything about farming in 
this House. 

1fr. PETERSON: They farm the farmer. 

Mr. CARTER: I have been a farmer, and 
to-day I represent a farming constituency. 
(Hear, hc~ar !) In my electorate there are 
about 450 votes that are not farmers' votes. 
]\/[any of the men employed in the meatworks 
have their selections, and are engaged in 
farming. Quite a number of miners engaged 
at Many Peaks are farmers. The whole of 
the rest of the electors of Port Curtis are 
engaged in some sort of farming-dairy 
farming, general farming, or sugar-growing. 
'l'he electors of Port Curtis were quite 
familiar with the programme of the Labour 
party when they returned me instead of the 
late member for Port Curtis. The farmers 
of Port Curtis knew perfectly well that they 
were choosing one who had a better know­
ledge of their requirements, and who was 
more likely to obtain through his foresight 
far more for them than they were likely to 
get from the other side. (Hear, hear !) I 
had no paper to support me in that electo­
rate; the only paper in the electorate was 
owned by my opponent. I was not allowed 
to put an advertisem~nt in that paper, and 
not a word of my utterances was published. 

A GoVER!OfENT ME,dBER: Is that true? 

lYh. CARTRR: It is quite true. When 
made my first speech not a word I said was 
printed in that paper, but a long artide 
was written based on misstatements whitch 
were commented upon as my speech. 

Mr. KIRWAN: '\Vas there anything about 
Turkey Station? 

Mr. CARTER: Not a word. Had th"y 
put in a condensed report of even a few 
lines, the people would have known that 
that leading article was a gross falsehood 
from start to finish. '\Vhen I wrote a letter 
to the paper couched in most courteous lan­
guage, asking it to publish it to put me right 
with the electors. thev did not even aclmow­
ledge it. and only that I had tho advantage 
of publishing it in a Bundaberg paper-a 
paper outside my electorate altogether-:! 
would not have got it printed at all. That IS 

the sort of fair play I got. Yet, in face of 
this, in face of the enormous sums of money 
expended by the cattle peonle of the elec­
torate-for YOU must remember there are a 
great many' cattle stations in Port Curtis, 
and the whole of the owners of those stations 
subccribed large sums of money. toge~her 
with a few of the townspeople-they frnlGd 
to secure the return of my opponent. 'I'here 
wa& one who expected that, if Mr Kessell 
and his party were returned. he '"oulr1 be 
ekvatpd to the other Chamber--or. rather. 
that he would be made an M.L.C.-and he 
even went so far as to practise on tho people 
of Callione; but. of course, he was a failure. 
and. o,ybr,'u th~ paper that I have ,imt alluded 
to attemnted to publish his speech. it broke 
down. That is the sort of thing I had t.-. 
fight against at the last elec.'ion. \Ve .are 
told that the farmer~ are afraid of the nn"'-'' 
being fixed. Well, around Miriam V a].;. .. 

Mr. Carter.] 
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a great dairying centre in Port Curtis-I got 
a bigger majority than had ever been secured 
there before. The dairy farmers Df the dis­
trict gave me their unstinted support, 
whereas at previous elections they supported 
the Tm;;· party. At Rosedale-another dairy­
ing centre-in one particular part, TDttcn­
ham, I venture to say I got the whole oi Uw 
votes. Of course, at Baffie Creek I did not 
get one v<Jte, except frmn an Irishman living 
there. (Laughter and Government applause.) 
I do not wish to say a word against the 
Gorman settlers there. They arc a ver.J in­
dustrious, hard-working, hospita0lc bo·Jy of 
people; but I am going to say a little later 
why they toDk up that attitude, though I am 
the only candidate who went thr<Jugh that 
electorate from one end to the other and 
visited those people from house to house, and 
who know their requirements. But the people 
were bludgeoned into taking a certain course. 
I am quite satisfied that the elccti<Jn hdoro 
they were bludgeDned and deceived in the 
same manner into voting for tho late n1mn­
ber. 

The PREMIER : How many votes were there 
there? 

Mr. CARTER: There were eighty, and 
they had grown to 106 <Jn this occasion. 

The PREMIER : And thev all went for the 
Denham party. · 

Mr. CARTER: The whole lot were given 
to Herr Kessell. Although the dairy farmer' 
!me'' that it was the intention of DUr party 
if they g<Jt into power, to fix prices of coxn­
modities, they agreed that it was the !Jl"Ol;er 
course to take. They said, " The conditions 
are abnormal. \V c would be plea3'll, ot 
course, if the people could afford to bn y n t 
pn,sent prices," but they knew perfectly "well 
that the consumers of Queensland could not 
afford t<J go on taking butter at 2s. 6d. per 
lb. It pays the dairy farmers far better to 
get a rea;onable price for all their products 
than to sell much less and get a higher price. 

A GOVERN~IENT MEMBER; They will be 
bringing margarine into the market soon. 

Mr. CARTER: Yes, they will. In every 
speech I made to the dairy farmers in the 
electorate I pointed out that it was our in­
tention to fix prices, and possibly to take the 
com'!wdities DYer, and yet they gave me their 
~nstmted support. That should thrust back 
m the teeth of the alleged farmers' party 
the statement that the farmers are not get­
ting a fair deal from the Government. 

Mr. MACARTNEY : Were any prices fixed out­
side of 20 miles from Brisbane? 

Mr. CARTER: There were no prices fixed 
for Gladstone, I may tell the hon. member 
for Toowong, inasmuch as one of the 
strong:est supporters of my opponent was 
chargmg 100 per cent. pmfit over Brisbane 
prices. For instance, I saw .a box of seidlitz 
powders which you could buv in Brisbane 
for ?~d. s<J!d fDr 1s. 3d. in Mr.' Friend's store 
in Gladstone. I got the docket from the 
gentleman who b<Jught it, so that I know 
exactly what he paid. (Government laugh­
ter.) I horw that price' will be fixed not 
only for wholesale but also for goods sold 
by retail. It is all very well to tell the 
rwople that if tho wholesale prices are fixed 
competition will do the rest for the r"t" d. 
In Gladstone there is no competiti<Jn. The 
storekeepers there have " an honourable 
understanding," and the prices are just what­
ever they llke to charge. To get back to the 
farmers, SD that our friends maY know 
exact];,· where we stand, I may say that the 

[Mr. Carter. 

dairy farmers told me that, despite the pre­
sent cost of production-despite the drought 
-and I venture to say that the drought is 
just as severe in Port Curti' as it is Dn the 
Darling Downs-why it was so severe at 
Mount Larcom that the late member 
brought the hon. member for Drayton up 
there with a divining rod t<J find water. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. BooKER: Did he find it? 

Mr. CARTER: He did not. He talked a 
lot, but he ·did not find any water ; the 
people were as dry as they were bef<Jre. 
(Laughter.) However, they arc getting on 
very well without it. Many of the pcDple at 
JYiount Larcom are engaged in dairying·, 
and those who are engaged in dairying :Jr 
in other forms of production all complained 
that if they could g<'t a fair deal frmn thm;: 
wh<J were buying and selling their produch 
again, they would be in a better positio" 
Their complaint is not that they are afraid 
of prices being fixed. but they obje~t to tiw 
price fixers being the produce merchants. 
They said, " \V c are prepared to send c-ou 
back so that the Government, instead of thn 
produce merchants, "ill become the pri e­
fixers." They are not afraid of "hat the 
hon. gentlen1en occupying the Trcasu,·y 
benches will do, but thev were full up of 
what the nmduce merchants had been domg 
-so.ne of whom had been occupying the 
Trcasur.' benches. That is the party they 
were tired of. The re,ult is that they sent 
me back here insh,ad of the late member. 
who wa' ono of the strongest henchmen uf 
the lat0 Government. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: One of the " round 
robiners.'' 

Mr. CARTER: He was a "round 
robiner " also. There is a mn.tter that I 
want to say a little about, and that is the 
Elections Act. I do not think there was 
ever a time when it w~ts so necessary to 
introduce an amendment of the Elections 
Act as it is to-day. It took the Labour party 
something like twenty year; to get adult 
suffrage, and we find that since they ob­
tained adult suffraQ"-C every pffort has been 
made by the different Tory parties of Aus­
tralia to destroy the value of it. In my elec­
torate there were many men on tho railways 
and some in the Police Force who were 

shifted in the firot few days in 
[8.30 p.m.] Dec0mber, bcc~use they knew 

pcrfecti3· well tha~ six months 
would elapse before the electiOn and they 
could not get their names on the rolL That 
applies to scores of railway men, and thev 
were not ne-wcomers; n1anv of them woro 
nativ<' of the district. Then we are told 
that the people were not disfranchised under 
that Act. 

Mr. KIRWA:«: That was pointed out to 
them in the Hous<', but thfly refused to admit 
it. particularly the hon. member for Mur­
rnmba. 

Mr. CARTER: That was one of the best 
methods of dealing >Yith them. But. when 
th0 blood of the Government turned to 
water-through fear at the last election­
tlwy rushed to entrench thcm'·''"]ves against 
tbe att::tck: thev knew that no matter how 
cmmn!ly <ind unfair they might be, they 
v ere g-oinp: to be wiped off the q]ate. Of 
<•Jur'""· they naturally judged the people 
by thc .. n .. clYes, and they did not take into 
consider ttion th .. ,.t tho neo)lle ,, h<Jm tlw~­
wcre going to rob and cheat of their rights 
wer0 more hone't than thev ,,ere. But the 
people rose on the 22nd ·May and wiped 
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them off the slate complt•tely, despite the 
fact that many citizens had been robbed of 
their rig-hts. vYe were told that men should 
not have the right to vote because they 
lived in a tent. Fancy the condition of the 
man who is prepared to pioneer the country, 
who is prepared to blaze the track for 
civilisation! He cannot carrv a house with 
him ; he cannot carry an:;·thlng but a tent. 
He ic. willing to suffer all kinds of hardship 
to find a new goldfield, something that will 
enrich the country; and they thought that 
because these people wer0 a' daring people 
that they would be courageous enough to 
vote for Labour, and that they ohould not 
have a vote. 

Mr. KmwA!-;: And now they ask them to 
go to the' war. 

Mr. CAETER: Yes, they were quite able 
b carrv a rifle and defend the wealth some 
of these people haYe hoarded up. Tlwy were 
good fellows then-0xcdlent fdlows when 
they are prepared to go into the trenches 
to defend the honour of the Empire, but 
thPy wore not good enough to have a say 
in the governn1ent -of their country. These 
people who were courageous and self-,acri­
ficing enough to give their lives for the 
honour of their people were not good enough 
to be trusted with a Yote, and they wiped 
them off wholesale. In my own electorate, 
where there are 4,300 on the roll, it was 
estimated that there were only 3,900 on 
election dey. Some had gone to the front 
and many had shifted out into other places. 
·with regard to the postal vote, that was 
introduced for a particular purpose, I wish 
to say a few words. I think I am justified 
in saying that it was introduced for a par­
ticular purpose, because I have figur(,s to 
prove that it was used ir a peculiar way in 
my electorate. In Gladstone there were 
3, 709 votes recorded. (Jf those, 3,517 were 
polled at the booths, and of that number I 
got a majority of 101. But of 192 postal 
votes my opponent got a majority of 48. I 
got 72 and he got 120. In that same area, 
at the polls wbere no coercion could be 
employed and where no corruption could be 
used, I got a majority of 101, but out of 192 
postal votes he got nearly half that majority. 

Mr. BooKER: Shocking ! 
Mr. CAE TEE: It is shocking. I say it 

is a disgraco. In Gladstone alone, where ~he 
peopl0 do not shift, there were 53 out of 
192. 'fwo active supporters of Mr. Kessell­
Mr. R. J. ,Joyner and Mr .. J. Friend-went 
from house to house witnessing votes. 

Mr. KIRWAN: IllE>gal. 
Mr. \'AETEH,: We know it >~as illegal. 
Mr. WEI.LI!-;GTON: You would have been 

slung out for it. 
Mr. CARTER: Or course, I would. If 

the other party had got back into power I 
would have been slung- skv high, as our late 
respected friend, Mr. Breslin, was-absolutely 
cheated out of it. Thes8 men went from 
house to bouse and deliberately canvassed 
the majority of those 53 votes. In Many 
Peaks, where I got a three to one majority, 
there were 27. I venture to think I got a 
majority of those. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: Not f•O bad after all. 

Mr. CAETEH,: No, because they could 
not be coerced. but in Gladstone they could. 
Thev WPre under the whip. 

Mr. MAC'ARTKEY : How was that? 

Mr. CAETER: Our friend is very inno­
cent. He does not know anything about 

that. (GoYernment laughter.) The people he 
is acsociated \\ ith do not know anvthing 
about victimi:oation. • 

)lr. ~fACARTXEY: I do not know anything 
about 1.1any l'eab. 

:\Ir. C.\l't'l'ER: I do, Lhough. ThBy gave 
me three to on~. (HE'o.r, hear !)' I say 
that if there is am· clause in that Act which 
cries aloud for amendment, it is the postal 
Yoto cia m. "· If we asked the returning 
offic('rs to give us their vunr:lid opinion, there 
is not one of them in the whole of Queens­
land who would not ask us to wipe it out. 

Mr. F=·'EE : It is corrupt. 

:'1\Ir. CARTER: Of course. it is. The regis­
tmr and the returning oi!icer in Gladstone 
w-ere amon?· the fairest men I have ever 
met. and a·~ far as thGV worE' concerned it 
was a fair vnd square fight. They could not 
Pl'CV<'nt canvassers doing such thing-s. All 
th0y knew ''·as that u"·tain people were on 
the roll, and entitled to vote. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: Can you give us an in­
stance of corruption and coercion? 

2\1r. CARTER: I can give an instance of 
co0rcion. I am going to read a letter from 
one of tho leading men in Rosedale. 

:::O.fr. :\1AC'ARTNEY: Now you are talking husi­
ne-.s. 

Mr. CARTER: I am not going to mention 
his nanw, but he is one of tho ]~a-ding resi­
dents a man in .. vrhom I am quite sure the 
J eadc;. of the Oppo-ition ;\'ould put absolute 
faith. He says here, w1th regard to the 
poll at Baffle Creek-

_, The poll at Baffle Creek is the scan­
dal of the elections. It is C0rh~inly an 
intin1idated yoto." 

That is the German Yotc. 
"And you should call the attention 
of the House t<> the matter when Par­
liame'lt meets. Neimeyer was down 
there for davs whipping them up, and 
"-hom he could not intimidate Klein­
schmidt could. Kleinschmidt met each 
up the road and had a final wor-d with 
them before' they wer;t into the booth." 

I will tell hon. members a little rnore 
about tho same gentleman. l visited B~ffle 
Creek the last week before the electiOn. 
(Opposition laughtf'r.) Of course, they arc 
lau~hino- at c0mething that they ought to 
bo l1eartilv ashamed of. When I got dmyn 
there. I to.ld him I expected a friend t<> asslst­
me in acldressino- a meeting of those people. 
I had the usc ~f the dining-room thoro to 
address t.hf'm in. Kleinschmidt said to me, 
"I think it is just a' well that your friend 
.did not come, ~\1r. Carter, ,?ecaus~ n?,nc of 
them will come to hc~r ycu. ~ "·ald, Th~~ 
looks as if ) "'u have been talkmg to them. 

?>Ir. BoOKER: Is that your friend who voted 
for you: 

:;\·Ir. CARTER: No, that is Kleinschmidt, 
po--;ibly a friend of yours. (Laughter.) Yet 
those people had told me a few days before 
that thev would be pleosed to hear me and 
mv friend. But Kleinschmidt had got 
amongst them. No, they were. afraid. J,Ie 
went .. o far as to say that rf the pnce 
was fixf'd he would not crush thcrr cane, an~ 
tlwv thoug-ht, " If the pricE is fixe-d, ana 
Kleinschmidt will not crush our cane, what 
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are we to do? •; They ''"ere absolutely help­
less, They cou,d not take their cane any­
where e!;,c, bc'':ause thev could not afford 
to pay cart ar-e for the -distance, and they 
could not tnke the capn. by water, Those 
people had only one place to take their 
cane tu, and they were absolutely intimi­
dated; they were told that, if thev voted 
in a certain direction and the Government 
did n0t g0~ in, their cane would not be 
crushed. That is why the gentleman who 
wrote the letter from which I have quoted 
s~id that place wr,s the scandal cf the clec­
twn, and that the vote was an intimidated 
vote. Yet our friends on the Opposition 
benchp,, huv<' the hardihc-od to say that 
a measure \;·hich will give fair plav to such 
people is contentious lerrislation, Another thing 
I should like. to say with regard to the repeal 
of the ElectiOns Act is that in my opinion 
every article which is pub!i5hed should hav~ 
tl"e writer:s name at the bottom of it. (Hear, 
hear !) Right through the last election a 
numbPr of scurrilous prints with regard to 
mve0lf were sent round the electorate. Some 
cont :inr<d pieces of poetry or doggerel, and 
most of them were incorrect prophecies as 
to the result o£ the election. The intention 
w~' not to do .me . good. But the point I 
w1eh to 0mphas1se IS that not one of those 
scurrilous prints had the writer's name under­
neath, and that mc~t of them did not even 
bear th<:' imprint of the paner which printed 
them. The printers had n~t the courage to 
put their names to the documents. The lead­
ing article, in the paper that m-,;- opponet 
owns,. if one may call it by that name, were 
not signed. Of course, I do not think it 

as nec0ss>l;r:V for them to be signed in order 
that we m1ght know who wrote them, One 
could see by the poorness of the matter who 
was the author of them, (Laughter.) I do 
not say who wrote them, but :vou cttn form 
a pretty good i'!ea. If articles' were signed, 
ther0 are occa-Ions when W<' could punish 
people who are cowardly and contemptible 
<oncu~h to try and injurE' persons without 
;]wwmg- themselves; and for that reason I 
hold that every article that is published 
should bear th<:> n:nne of its author. If the 
datcm.entB ~ade in an article are right, 
there IS nothmg to be ashamed of ; if they 
are wrong, then the author should be 
punished. 

. ~Ir. _MURPHY: \Yould it not take a lot of 
htJgatJ?n to prove whetlwr the statmn<>nts 
were nght or wrong? 

. ~lr. _CARTER: There would not be much 
litigation ovf'r the matter, and \Vriters \VDuld 
be mor_e cneful about rushing into print. 
There IS .c.11other matter I should like to 
t~mc~ upon. A~ an old organiser, I should 
like co have a httl? sav about the Industrial 
Peace Act, Our fricn:ds on thP Opposition 
benches ar0 ne;-er tired of tellinl-l" us that 
that ,Act brough~ about industrial peace. 
Tho C ,,~r of Ru,sio, brought about industrial 
peace In the Durna, but it \vas not fair 
play or jw.tice; he juet turned the whole lot 
out. 

Mr. TOLMIE : The best piece of legislation 
since the Bill of Rights. 

Mr. CARTER: _It is a pity there was not 
a czar to deal wrth nwmber< who r,ecently 
sa,t on the Trea,urv bench. However a 
true c_zar did deal with the hon. gcnLL ~1an 
and Ius colleagues, and turned them off the 
Tn'-1sury bench, but did it in a constitutional 
way. I am ,atisfied that if the Elections 
.Act had L c2n as broad as it should have 
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been, our friend would not be there now, 
but someone more worthy of the electors 
would have been sitting on this side of the 
House, 

Mr. GFNN: There would be nobody sitting 
on this side of the House, 

Mr. CARTER: I don't believe ther,e would 
be. At any rate, I am pleased to see that 
it is proposed to repeal that Act, and to 
substitute for it an Industrial Arbitration 
Act. The Commonwealth Compulsory Arbi­
tration ,'ict has proved to be one of the 
fin.- -t measures ever placed on a statute-book. 
Tho Au·tralian \Yorkers' 'L' nion, for which 
I \vas an organ:iser for many years-the 
shearers in particular-had, I suppose, more 
strikel4 in one beason than took place in 
most places in a year. They did not strike 
because thev wanted to, bnt because it was 
absolutelv neccesarv. The Australian Wor­
kers' Cnion was built up because of the in­
justices its members suffered at the hands of 
thrir different employers-men who were un­
fair, and tried to rob them to such an ex­
tent that they were compelled to build up 
the Australian Workers' Union-first the 
Sh•,arers' Union, and then the Australiar1 
\Vorkl'rs' 1Jnion. :Members opposite never 
tire of telling us that the Compulsory Arbi­
tration Act is ineffective. Since the first 
award was given under tlw Commonwealth 
)ubitration Act, that is something like seven 
or eight years ago, there has not been one 
strike among the shearers of Australia. Yet 
w" are told that the Act is ineffective, and 
that the workers will not obey the law. 
\Vhom do we find ob<:>ying the provisions of 
the Industrial Peace Act-the employers or 
the workers? The workers obey the Act, 
but there is no Industrial Peace Act for 
the cmploy,ers. Only a few months ago I 
had to appear in the Industrial Court for 
a sugar-worker, who was trying to get his 
rights. 

Mr. TOLMIE : Did he get them? 

Mr. CARTER: Yes. On that occasion two 
friends of the hon. member-employers­
were fined for breaking the Industrial Peace 
Act. 'l'hose are the per,ons who are ever­
lastingly talking about the unruly ccmduct 
of the workers. I dare say those gentlemen 
would cry out at tho action of the unfor­
tunate sweated miners in South Wales, be­
cause they have taken up a manly stand 
against employers who are making immense 
profit,s out of the war; they have no sym­
pathy iil their hearts for 'the unfortunate 
employePs, \Vho screamed about the Indus­
trial Pectce Act when it went through and 
when its provisions were enforced? Who 
accused the judge of the Industrial Peace 
Act of being unfair? Was it the workers or 
the employers? It was the employers, of 
course, on every occasion. The only per­
sons who are opposing the Compulsory Arbi­
tration Act are the employers. They are 
the men who do not want to be fair. They 
cannot be fair. (Hear, hear !) But they will 
have to be fair when we get the Arbitration 
Act pa,sed, I am pleased that the Industrial 
Peace Act is to be wiped off the statute­
books and compulsorY arbitration established 
in its place. I do not say that compulsory 
arbitration is the be-ail and end-all of our 
requirements. I am not a great beEever 
in this patching up of industrialicm; but it 
is a good stt'P on the way. It is one of the 
good measure< which I like to sec. I am glad 
to see that a Cane Price Boards Bill is to be 
introduced. In the sugar-growing districts 
of Port Curtis such a Bill is absolutely 
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necessary, particularly at the \Vaterloo Mill. 
I got a considerable increase in the Labour 
vote there. 

Mr. COLLIXR: The late Minister for Agri­
culture owns that mill, does he not? 

Mr. CARTER: The late Minister for 
Agriclture has got a share in the Waterloo 
Mill. I will quote an instance to show the 
necessity for the Cane Price Boards Bill. 
In 1910 they harvested nearly 7,000 tons of 
cane, and that cane produced 1 ton of sugar 
from 9! tons of cane. The sugar was sold 
for £8,517. Of that sum, £4,000 was paid 
to the farmers, and £4,517 went into the 
pockets of the millers for simply crushing 
the juice out of the cane. 

Mr. KIRWAN: They crushed the farmer. 

Mr. CAR'I'ER: Yes, they crushed the 
life's blood out of them. They did not stop 
at refusing to take their cane from them. 
They did not stop at robbing the cane­
farmers of \V aterloo; they victimised the 
mmegrowers there who had the courage to 
stand up against them. I have a letter from 
one of them, and he tells me he has had 
to cease gro\\ ing cane. He had the courage 
to ask that the canegrowers be allowed to 
have one of their own men there to see the 
cane weighed, so that they could see that 
they were getting a fair deal, and he also 
tried to form an organisation amongst the 
canegrowers at Waterloo to get a fair deal. 
The mill would not take his cane and he had 
to use it to feed his cattle with. 

Mr. KIRWAN: Shame, shame! 

Mr. CARTER: It was a shame, a down­
:·:;;::: c::::.:-::3. ',',T 3 ::.~;:, ~~~:'"" the whole of 
the consumers of Australia to the extent of 
£6 per ton in order to build up that in­
dustry, and I do not see that these avaricious, 
greedy, grasping cormorants should be 
allowed to stop the progress of that indus­
try. They say that it does not pay them to 
grow cane at Baffie Creek. The unfortunate 
growers there get 6s. 6d. per ton for their 
cam•. That is the base price they get. They 
were told that they could not get more 
because the mill there is not good enough 
to get more sugar ouL of the cane. So far 
as the mill is concerned, I think it would 
make an ornament to the Museum as an 
exhibit of scrap iron. (Government laughter.) 

Mr. TOLMIE: '!'hat is where you got your 
votes. 

Mr. CARTER: No, I did not, but I will 
get them there next time. (Hear, hear ! and 
l>mghtcr.) 

Mr. TOL)!IE: You should have advertised 
yourself. 

Mr. CARTER: I believe in advertising. 
It is the propaganda of our party that wins 
the election for us, because wE never tire of 
trying to echcate the people (Hear, hear!) 
Our object i, not to keen tlH'm in ignorance, 
and prevent them from getting a vote by a 
bad Elections Act. Our policy is to have 
an Elections Act so broad that the people 
can put in who they like. \Ve have the 
courage to face the electors at all times, and 
we give them a broad franchise and the 
broadest Elections Act, and we educate them 
so that every man and woman will under­
stand the bituation. (Hear, hear !) What­
ever may have happened at the last election 
in those districts where I did not get a 
majority last time, I am certain that I will 
get a majority next time. (Hear, hear!) I 
am certain that there are no people who 
will welcome the sugar legislation of the 

Government more heartily than the sugar­
growers of the Port Curtis district. At the 
different places I visited tho people were 
frightened to speak, as their employers were 
such Gradgrinds. They are treated in a 
tyrannical way. · 

Mr. BOOKER : They will all be capitalists 
next year. 

Mr. CARTER: I hope they will. I would 
like to see all men capitalists. I would be 
pleased to see all working men able 
to call themselves capitalists. (Hear, hear!) 
I hope they will all get something. It wao 
the obj oct of the late Government to keep 
them without anything. 

Mr. TOLMIE: Claptrap ! 

Mr. CARTER: That is why the hon. mem­
ber is sitting over there-because he looked 
on it as claptrap. (Hear, hear! and Go­
vernment laughter.) The hon. member has 
been keeping the wool in his ears too long, 
h.nd when he takes it out to hear the truth 
he will probably take on some other busi­
ness. 

Mr. TOLl\:fiE: Keep a "pub." 

Mr. CARTER: You might do better at 
keeping a " pub." than you are doing here. 
(Government laughter.) I think the hon 
member for Toowoomba would be more '~""~ 
ful keeping a "pub." and selling good beer 
to the Toowoornba people than he is by st w­
ing here and preventing the Govcrnmen r, 
from passing useful measures. (Hear, hear: 
and laughter.) At one place in the Po• t 
Curtis district the canegrowers, because they 
were turned down by the mill close to them, 
sent their cane to Bundaberg, and the hon. 
member for Bundaberg will bear me out in 
this : I was told that they had to pay so 
much freight on their cane for carrying it to 
Bundaberg that when it was crushed the 
price they received was less than the bounty. 
Is it not time that a Cane Price Boards Bill 
was introduced to see that those men shou'~' 
get a fair deal? I hope when that Bill is 
passed the Government will allow someone 
to go to each mill to test and weigh to<> 
cane in the interests of the growers. At Baffie 

Creek it was the constant com­
[9 p.m.] plaint of the sugar-growers that 

the miller not only gave a low 
price for the cane, but did not allow rhc 
proper weight. If one of the growers went 
to the mill, and asked, ' \Vhen• can [ find 
Mr. Kleinschmidt?" he rec8ived the reply, 
" Oh, you will find him on the weighbridge. 
He lives on the weifl'hbridge." (Laughter.) 
He w0ighed the cane. I say it is ne'trly time 
the Government appointed someone to weigh 
the cane and g-ive the growers a fair deal. 
While I am dealing with the question of 
fixing prices, there is another useful body of 
men who arc not getting a fair d€al; that is 
tho tirnber-<.;etters. In my electorate nPnrly 
every selector has a good deal of hardwood 
timber that he might cart in. What do we 
find? 'I'hat when the'e hardwood logs are 
brought in th2y are paid for by the J?illcrs 
at 7s. to Ss. 6d. per 100 feet. The price IS fixed 
just as truly by the millers who have an 
"honourable understanding "-if I might use 
the term-as it is fixed for the sugar-cane, 
and in almost every case onlv the absolute 
measurement that is cut out· of the log is 
paid for. Lots of people wili say, "Oh, 
thev get 7s. or Ss. 6d. in the log, and when 
it is cut up and sold for £1 4s. or £1 5s. 
per 100 fe.ot it does not cut up so much. I 
say in every ca·,e they allow fer a pipe, 
whether there is a pipe in the log or not. 
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They also allow so much for wastage; for 
a log that will pan out at 500 feet they only 
allow about 400 fePt. They cut out of tho log 
as much as th8y pay for. and then sell it for 
£1 4s. or £1 h per 100 feet. That is 300 p<?r 
cent. 

Mr. ToL~IIE : There is 25 per cent. loss in 
cutting. 

Mr. C 1lRTER: J\t1v friend doe~. not knu\~ 
VL'ry nHH':l about cutting tirnher. 

Mr. Tourm: What about the cut? 

Mr. C\l~TER: Out of every 12-inch 
flitch they take 12-inch boards, despite tho 
cut. There is no 25 per cent. loss. The 
aetna! timl>Pr is taken out und eold that is 
paid for. I 'ay if am·thing cries aloud for 
a boac rl for the fixing of prices, it is be­
tween th•· timber-getter and the millowner. 
Then, again, in other things. Alth,;ugh the.} 
pay 110 lllore for log ti nr~,r in lont:?,· lcngtbs 
than for short lengths, th0v charge a snecial 
price for tlwt timb~r. Then, for small logs 
they pay a lov.,·er price than for big logs, but 
the unfortunate timber-getter has to riay the 
~J.!ne ro~ altv. Ever:, po ,t is a winning-post 
• or the e millers. So. I •· 1y thnt amongst 
other Bills for fixing prices, I do sincerely 
bupP the Govc>runHmt ~vill provide for a 
board for fixing the price of logs supplied by 
htnbf>r-getter~ 

l\Ir. ToL:Ylm : I thought yon .caid this 
ti'l1bOr } A]onc;od to the selectors. 

Mr. CARTER: Of COlHBP, it belongs to the 
-electors, and they cart it in and sell it. 

::l.lr. ToL~!IE : They ·do not pay royalty on 
fl'oohold. 

Mr. CARTE-R: Of course, they pay 
royalty. Does my friend not know that for 
u enrtain number of years the selector has 
to pay ro~ialty? The hon. member ought to 
know that. 

Mr. TOLMIE: You must not come down to 
the H ou--~ and spin tho~e fairy tales. 

Mr. CARTER: They arc not fairy taleH. 
Does the •hon. member say they are not paid 
7s. to Ss. 6d. for hardwood? 

Mr. ToMnE: I do not ~ay that. 

Mr. CARTER: Does the hon. member 
the millers do not sell it at £1 4s. or £1 5s. 

Mr. TOLMIE: You said it is on their freo­
nokl, and they do not pay royalty for that. 

Mr. C .. \RTER: Tho selectors have to 
pay royaltv for the firbt five vears 
Then, there is anothe~ matter I wish to· men~ 
tion. I am very glad to see that the GO\;crn­
ment propose to deal with the Local Authori­
tif's Act. I am in hopes of seeing a 
broader franchise. Our friends on the Oppo­
sition benches vears ago-or rather men of 
the ,_.ame kidney-years ago used to use the 
same arguments at i!h0 time we had the pro­
perty vote.c and plum] voting that thev use 
to-day. They are constanth- t<?lling us" that 
only property-owners ought to have .a vote. 
I >ay every man who lives in thic- city pays 
the rates. (Hear, hear !) I had a bookshop 
ut the corner of (,Juoen and Albert streets .for 
which I paid £45 a year in rates. I did not 
pay the rates. I put it on to the price of my 
bookG to my customers. They pay it. They 
hav:e to )lay the rent and pay the rates, too. 
It IS absurd to say I paid the rates for that 
p~aee. I say that every man who lives in the 
city, who pays for his board, pays for the 
rates. Every man who pays in any shape or 
form for living in the city pays his full share 
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of tho rates. He is just as interPsted m the 
cknnliness of the city, in the lighting of the 
city, and in the well-being of the city as any 
rnan in it, and it is much fairer and morr 
jnel to give a vot0 to the mun who lives in 
the citv, and who has to suffer for the want 
of proper ~~anitation, or for Lad lighting, 
than to g-iv-1 a vote to a man who lives i'1 
Sydney. Tho man who o·.vns the bookshop· 
that I refer to livel in Sydney. 

J'vlr. O'Sc:r.LIYAN : \Vhat doc 0 h0 r>tre about 
tho he~.: lth of the people? 

::\1r. CARTER: IIo doC's not care a rap 
about tlw health of tho people; he cares for 
nothing but the rent of h'·'· ,.Jwp. If anyone 
should ha ,-e a vote. it shou1d be the people 
·vho live in the State. I am quite satisfied 
that the only fair franchise is adult suffrage, 
<tnd whr•n we have adult suffm~;c in this 
Stat!' it will blossom into a piaco worth 
] iving in. Tho people will then see that 
~omething- is done. Every ti1ne an attempt 
i'l made to better the con<iitions of the peop!<?, 
to bon·ov,T mon0v to m11l::e better conditions, 
the people ~~ ho" ovYn tho property turn it 
clown. ·what ·do they care when they live in 
another pla~e? The:· do not fll'C a hang for 
n cc.cwm'agc system. Tho same as Gladstone. 
The people have turned down the water 
R 'he·rne nntil it has been fore0d on thern. No 
water supply for fifty years IJC'<lUSe three or 
four of them own the property there. 

Th0 SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem­
ber has exhausted tho time <J!lowed. him by 
the Standing- Ordc<rs. 

~VIr. KIR'vY AN (Brisbane) : Before address­
ing myself to the various matters that will 
he th0 subject of discussion during this de­
bate, I de,ire, in common with other mem­
bei ', to 0ffer you, ::l.1r. Rp"akPr, my hearty 
co;,gratulations. I think it only goes to proYe 
what the Lnbour moyement can do, when 
men like yourself can rise from humble posi­
tions in life to occupy tho high position 
which is tho gift of tho members of thi" 
A~sembl:,. 

GovER"MENT ::l.fE)!BERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. KIR\VAN: I have no doubt that you 
will carry out t~e duties qf the office in a 
manner that will prove that the Labour 
movement can produce men who can occupy 
anv position in this House as well as attain 
to· Cabind rank. ~To have he.1rd during­
the debat<, manv reasons whv tlw late Go­
' ernmnnt was hL!rled into political oblivion. 
and wh\ '"' see to-dav '' more remnant of 
the ant~quated Liberal party occupying the 
Opposition bonche;. I remember some time 
ago, "hen '· th<· handwriting on the wall" 
seemed clear and distinct. even to their 
official organ, the Brisbane ''Courier," which 
pointed out thRt unle'·S they alter< d their 
ways there was ev•:ry probability that the 
elections would spell disaster for them. It 
is rather noteworthy that, on that occas;on, 
the Brisbane " Courier" set about flogging 
its jDss in a most ron1arkable manner, when 
it used the following language:-

" If bet>~·een now and election tim(• 
the members of the Government will 
show the com· age of their opinions, and 
absolutely perform some of the things 
they wore put in power to perform, they 
will saYe the situation for Liberalism, 
and handsomely at that. But if they go 
along the lines indicated by the Premier, 
the inevitable result is not difficult to 
divine. Tho sessional programme out-
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lined on Tuesday night is not by any 
moans satisfactory. It is obviously in­
tended that there shall be among the 
slaughtered innocents of the Ression many 
proposal."· to which the Government is 
committed, if not bv specific promise in 
the Governor',, Speech of .July, tl:en in 
former speeches and in trueting pledge, . 
. . . This abandonment may spell disaster 
to Liberalism, and certainly spells 
treachery to tho counh·y." 

Thuo hun. membc>rs who sav that tho re· 
suit was due to misrepresent'ation c-"rtainly 
strike me as people who arc wei! qualified to 
be authl'rit-io,, on rnisrC'prescntation. As 
one who h:" bJen connected with the Labour 
1novomeut for son1o voar·-., I havo a vivid, 
f'lear, and di·-.tinct recollection of the cam· 
paign of mondacity that wao;; launched when 
the Labour platform was first put before the 
electors of Qur,•nsland-a eampaign H.at has 
be8n c••ntinuod ever since. But pvi.dontly 
the electors on the 22nd Mav did not hoar­
ken any longer to the old b:1gey cries, and. 
realising that the Labour party ere equal 
to the occasion if the rcc.ponsibilitie' of 
office were placed upon their shoulders, de­
cided once and for all to get rid of the 
p,•rty which was continually climbing to 
office on promise_, which they never fulfilled. 
I believe that if it were within the realm, 
of pG''· •ibilit:,· to coUect the unredeemed 
pledge' of the Tory party in the past, it 
would only be with ,.ome difficulty that they 
could be placed in the -'Pacious rooms of thE' 
ExecutiYo Building in George street. It is, 
perhaps, interesting to follow the statemc·nt 
that this party secured their election on mis­
representation. I have in my hands one of 
the pamphlets which was issued by the Lib­
eral party at the last election, and, amongst 
other things. hne arc some of the deliberate 
and wilful misrepresentations that are con· 
tainecl in that circular-

" \Vho gave 0ou adult mffrage m 
Queensland? The Liberal party." 

Anyone who has followed the political his­
tory of Queensland knov. s that the Liberal 
party, or the party which is now represented 
bv the remnants which we see scattered on the 
Opposition benches, has always been opposed 
to any extension of the fr;mchiso in Queens­
land. \Ve know perfectly well that, when 
thB Labour party formed a coalition with 
a cm·tain remnant of the democratic party 
that was then in the House under the leader­
ship of Sir Arthur Morgan, then Mr. Mar· 
:;an, one of the conditions of that coalition 
was that tho party should bring in an Elec­
tions Bill, in which the principle of adult 
suffraf\"8 was duly recDgni~ed\ \V e know 
also that it was absolutely essential that a 
pecial session of Parliament should be held 

io1 order that the measure might be pacsed, 
and the people of Queensland be enabled to 
express their democratic opinion. "Why is it 
that the party now on the Opposition bsnchcs 
have ah1 RV" been unfavourable to adult suf­
frage? We know that. they strangled it at 
thP last election when they brought in the 
Elections Bill. 'l'hev had not the moral 
< .om·ago to openly ,:epcal the principle of 
adult suffrage, but thev w restricted it that 
a large section of Queensland's most desir­
able citiz,'ns-the men, for instance, engaged 
on railwav construction work-would be dis­
franchised'. Even man who shifted his resi­
dence frDm one ciectorate to another between 
the 2nd Doce,•nber and the 22nd February 
was disfranchised, was unable to record a 
vot,o on 22nd May. 

Mr. STEVENS: They made it compulsory. 

Mr. KIRWAN: The hon. member makes 
a silly intcrj ection about compulsory voting. 
His party broug-ht in compulsory voting be­
Nusc they believed that it would return 
them again to the Treasury benches ; but 
thev did not know that it was loaded, and 
so tlwy are where they are now, in a placB 
which they are well fitted to adorn, and 
may the1· remain there for very many years. 
Then, here is another statement in the 
cireular-

" vVho gave you an eight-hour clay 
and a mini1num vir age? " 

Is it not within the recollection of hon. 
members that when the Railways Bill was 
going through, and when a member of this 
parh '\'1ught to incorporate that principle 
in the n1casure, the party opposite, to a man, 
voted solidly against a minimum wage for 
the railway workers of Queensland? Then 
they have "the effrontery to say to an intel· 
li gerrt boclv of electors in a circular of this 
dc·,•c1 ~ri ption-

" '\Vho gave you old-age pen,sions? " 

Anyone looking at the records of the House 
to-night will remember distinctly that a 
member of the Labour party, as far back as 
1898 moved a motion affirming the principle 
of a~ old-age pension, and it took ten years' 
fighting on the floor of this .\sserr:bly bc>fore 
the Kidston Government bJ;ought 111 an Old­
age Pensions Bill. If the Liberal party were 
always in favour of old-age pensiOns, why 
1vas 'it necessary for a tf~n year'j' cont('st to 
b0. waRed on the floor of this House before 
that n1uch-noeded measure of justice was 
g-iven to our old pioneers in Queensland? 
Of course, the people of Quec>nsland now­
thanks of the propaganda of the Labour 
movement-are becoming aware of the politi­
cal facts associatE>d with the history of the 
party opposite, and they are no loJ?-ger mi~led 
in the manner they were mJSled m previOus 
years. '\Ve have heard a groat _deal during 
this debate from the self-appomted repro· 
sentatiYes of the primary producers to the 
effeet that they were being robbed by the 
present Government. '\Ve know that, as a 
matter of fact, the primary producPr, not 
only in Queensland. but throughout the 
length and breadth. of Australia, ;mder 
Liberal Governments, has been robbed m the 
past. We kno" that when it was sought by 
the Labour partY in the Federal Parliament 
to introduce an amendmc>nt of the Federal 
Constitution that would give the National 
Parliament and the people who sent its 
elected representatives thoro power to deal 
with those questions cli~·ectl:y affecting th.em· 
solve,, those self-appomtea representatives 
of tho farmers opposed the very nece'"ary 
amendments of the Constitution, thereby 
allowing trusts and monopolies to e~pl'!it t~1e 
primary producers. I have no h~sitatiOrr m 
saying that, as f~r as the robbmg_ of ~he 
primarY produc•·r IS concerned, that IS bemg 
done by thu party opposite and by t_hose w_ho 
support them. To show that there IS no sm· 
ceritv in that party, and that th0v have 
never a tempted to s<'riously take any. prac­
tical and definite action to remedy this un­
desirable state of affairs, when the Cane 
Price Boards Bill w:.ts before the House, ~he 
cx-Premi< r, J\Ir. Dc>nham. stated (vide 
"Hansard" of 5th November, 1913, page 
2500)-

" Honourable understandings, com· 
hines, and trusts of any kind whatever 
will be dealt with, if we are spared, in 
the next sess;on of Parliament." 

They were spared for the next session of 

Mr. Kirwan.] 



172 Address in Reply. [ASSEMBLY.] Address in Reply. 

Parliament; but this is another Liberal 
promise unredeemed, and an outraged de­
mocracy rose up in their might and smote 
them on the 22nd May last, and they are 
not no'V entrusted With the government of 
Queensland. Reference has been made to 
the action taken by the Labour Government 
in_ connection with the protection of the 
pnmary producers. vV e heard it from public 
platforms d~ring the late election campaign 
that the acbon of the Holman Government 
in New South Wale" in connectio!l with the 
Wheat Acquisition .\ct was nothing more or 
less tho,n deliberate robbery. vVe heard an 
hon. member who is associated with the 
Country party-I refer to the hon. member 
for Aubigny-endeavour to e1i:plain away the 
fact . that, although the Castlereagh by­
electwn w_as _conte,ted_ on this very question, 
although It Is an entirely farming constitu­
<mcy, yot they elected by a larger majority 
than prevwusly a member of the Labour 
party. 

Mr. lHl'RPHY: Why, Mr. Hughes took 
action against the Labour Government in 
New South \Vales. 

Mr. KIRWAN: I am not here to debate 
the constitutional question. I am here to 
state the simple fact, that the action of the 
Holman Government contented the farmers 
{)f New South Wales. 

Mr. STEVENS : Are you sure that it is not 
a point of Ia w, like the question ye*terday? 

Mr. KIRW A~: If the hon. member wants 
legal advice, there is a firm in this city 
n~med Thynne and _Macartney, and they will 
give h1m legal adviCe, if he pays the ne<"es­
sary fee. As has already been said by hon. 
memhm:s who have discussed this question, 
the actwn of the Holman Government gave 
to the farmers of New South Wales the high­
est price they have ever received for their 
wheat-5s. per bushel-and they received their 
seed wheat at from 3s. to 3s. 6d. per buehel 
les, than "as paid by the unfortunate far­
me~s i': Victoria under the alleged benign 
lcgislatwn of a Liberal Administration. 
Surely, it is obvious to any intelligent per­
son that farmers who receive the record price 
for. twenty-ilve years for wheat, and yet get 
their SE'cd wheat at a lower price than any 
ot,hf'r borlv of farmers in Australia are doing 
well!_ We heard the hon. membe; for Dray­
Inn, m perhaps one of the beeit exhibitions 
of mock h£'roics that we have listened to in 
lh1s Chamber, comparing the Labour party 
h the _Kelly gan_g. If the bushrangcrs of 
Austral!~, w_ere al;ve to-day, they would not 
need to stiCk up ' banks and stations. They 
aould start as butter exploiters and wheat 
speculators, and, doubtles,e, if the hon. mem­
~ers occup_-;·ing the Opposition benches were 
m power, thC'y would be promoted to another 
place, and would be referred to as " honour­
able ge,ltlE·mcn." "\Yhat are the class of men 
for whom the apologists on the other side are 
using- "ll their arguments and reasons to 
justify thoir actions during this deb>tte? The 
Me!~Jom·ne_ "Age," on 3rd April last, in a 
spoe1al arbde entitled, " Gambling in \Yheat. 
A Nefarious Practic<>. N cod for Government 
A.ctlon,' 1 f'aid-

" One of the lc•qsons of the high price 
of wheat caused b;; the combined forces 
of Will' and drought, iq the necessity of 
suppr!'Jssing. by drastic action, these 
pc,ra•.Ites. of the grain industry, who 
gamble 111 what are known as wheat 
futures. The wheat trade is infested 
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with a swarm of spielors and sharks, 
whose nefarious practices are more 
damaging to the interests of the pro­
ducer and consumer than are the opera­
tions of a scheming horseowner, a shady 
bookmaker, to the interests of honest 
racing.'' 

And yet those are the gentlemen who find 
apologists and defenders amongst members 
o£ the Opposition! A few iliustrations might 
not be out of place to demonstate the truth 
of my assertion that the farmers of New 
South W aks did well under the Holman 
Wheat Acquisition Act. In a certain dis­
trict in New South vV ales the farmers had 
sold for forward delivery 161,505 bushels, at 
4s. per bushel. \Vhon the Bill became law that 
contract was cancelled. The result was that 
the whl·at was sold to the Government at 5s. 
per bushel, and the farmers netted another 
£8,000, which they would never have got if 
the speculator and the parasite had had their 
way. And yet in the face of evidence of this 
kind, we are told by hon. members opposite 
that it is wrong. It is computed that the 
farmers in New South Wales received half 
a million of money more for their crop than 
they would have received under the ordinary 
conditions which prevail in connection with 
the buying and selling of wheat. 

Mr. BOOKER: That is pure supposition. 

Mr. KIRWAN: The hon. member is 
challenged to get up in his place and prove 
that it is pure supposition. A bald assertion 
from the hon. member carries no weight in 
an intelligent Assembly such as this. We are 
also told that the Holman Government, or 
any Labour Government, is an awful incubus 
for the primary producer to have in power. 
X ow, what are the facts? Finding that there 
were a number of farmers in New South 
\Vales who were affected by the drought, 
whose stock was almost in a starving con­
dition, and who had spent whatever little 
savings they had in purchasing feed at a 
ver.Y high price in order to keep their stock 
alive, the New South \Vales Government 
decided to purchase fodder and sell it to the 
farmers on terms. Surely, that is not thfl 
action of a Government that is out to crush 
the primary producer. Has the Government 
of Victoria done anything of the kind? Is 
it not a fact that in New South Wales the 
Government have spent £400,000 in helping 
the primary producer to tide over this 
disastrous drought, which has affected, not 
only the sister State, but every other State 
in the Commonwealth? Speaking at Coona­
barabran, according to the " Sydney Morn­
ing Her:Jd" cf 26th March last-

" Referring to speculators, Mr. Gra­
hame, assistant Minister, said the Go­
vernment wanted to purchase a large 
quantitY of chaff for the farmers, and 
epeculators asked £9 per ton for chaff. 
It was not worth that money, and he 
told them, if they were not prepared to 
sell for less. he would take the matter 
before the Necessarv Commodities Com­
mission, and see what was a fair value. 
The result was, just before he left 
S::dney, they sold him 4,000 tons of chaff, 
at £7 lOs." 

There you see the saving effected, and it 
goes to demonstrate clearlv and unmistak­
ably that the attitude of the Labour Govern­
ment in New South Wales, and the similar 
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attitude which is being adopted by the 
Labour Government in Queensland, is in the 
.tirection of helping the primary producer. 
We have heard a great deal during this de­
bate about butter. In fact, someone has said 
that this session will go down to posterity as 
the "butter ses,ion." Han. members on the 
other side have accused the Ryan Government 
of robbing the primary producer. Is it not 
a fact that a large quantity of the butter 
which was purcha,ed in January in Queens· 
land for £6 per cwt. was sold in Victoria for 
£9 2s. per cwt. I ask the han. member for 
Rosewood: How much of that extra profit 
J\,a9 divided arnongst the farmers in Rose­
wood? How much did the farmers in 
Ro"cwood g.t out of tho profit that was 
mad<> out of the " \Yandi!la" shipment, cal­
culated at £9,000? 

Mr. Sn:v.c,.s : They got it all. 

:\1r. Kilt\YAN: If they got it all, it is 
very strang-e that there is no doctnnentary 
evidence of the fact. It would have been very 
simple for the han. member to have produced 
documentary evidence, if any exists. If I can 
get the evidence on ::\1onday with regard to 
that shipment;-I will pass it on to some other 
hon. m~mber to make usc of it, It will prob­
ably surpri~c the hon. n1en1bor for Rose­
wood to know that the farme:· was exploited, 
as he al~vays has b:•en Pxplmted, by a gang 
d explmtPr>, who take tbe cream, and leaye 
only the skim milk for the farmer. 

Mr. S·myr's: The farmers of Rosewood 
dr> not diRpose of their butter to speculators. 
They market it themselves. 

l\fr. KIR vV AN : In connection with this 
butter question, we are always being told by 
han. members opposite that it is governed by 
the law of supply and demand. 

Mr. GUNN: VVell, if you feed your cow, 
she will give butter. If you don't, she won't. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. KIRWAN : I am not going to deny 
that the law of supply and demand mav 
apply in the illustration given bv the han. 
member for Carnarvon; but what~ I want to 
know is why the butter in cold storage in 
Brisbane increased between the 19th and 
26th April last by 100,000 lb. And it is also 
a strang<' thing that in England, where verv 
little is manufactured, where they haye to 

depend on Denmark and Siberia, 
[9.30 p.m.] and to some extent on Australia 

that butter was being sold-and 
anyone can Yerify my figures by looking up 
the Melbournf' "Ago "-at £6 15s. to £6 
19s. per ewt., when it was being sold here and 
in Melbourne at £10. \Vhv was not tbe 
price gonmwd by London ~paritv on this 
occasiou, as we are always told ~it is? It 
se~ms rather strange that in London not­
withstanding the Rubmarine activity ~f our 
enemies. \vhich, to some extent, 1nust affect 
the transhipment of butter from Denmark 
and notwithc·tanding that the conscription ir:: 
Russia must have had the effect of de­
creasing t~e Sib"'rian "'uppJy considorabl;·, 
rend very httle ha; gone to Enghmd owiug 
to the wintf'r and tho closing of the port,, 
the peop], there could buy it Sd. or 9d. per 
lb. che:'per than we can here practical!;; right 
alongside the factory. Talk about the law 
of supply and demand-it does not operate. 
It h~'' been tho con1mon cry for a number 

of vears, and we all lmo~ that prices are 
fixed. 'l'he only trouble is that han. memberri 
opposite are quarrelling beca.use th~y have 
been fixed by the Government m the mterests 
of the consumer, and not by a ring of specu­
lators in the interests of themselves. I think 
it was the han. m<ember for l\1irr•ni who made 
a very feeble attempt to explain the fact 
that cultiYatlon had not increased in Queens­
land as it ought. 

Mr. SwAYNE: I pointed out that Queens­
land was doing vecy 'Vel! ac; compared with 
the other States. 

Mr. KIRWAN: And I am going to point 
out that she is doing Yery little compared 
with the other States. (Laughter.) We have­
been told in this House, and have heard on 
the hustings, that one of the achievements 
of the late GoYernment, that was fired out on 
the 22nd May, was that they had increased. 
the railway mileage to a greater extent than. 
any other State The mileage has certainly 
increased very largely, but what sort of a 
land administration, what sort of encourage­
ment to agriculture have ,,.e had under a 
Liberal Administration, when, although the 
increase in our raih' ay mileage was 100 per 
cent., the increase in our cultivation was 
only 23 per cent. ? There the han. member 
for M.irani has got a cojd piece of steel that 
lw can chew for the rest of the evAning and 
the session, and if he can lind any explana­
tion of why, notwithstanding the increase 
in our railways, which are supposed to 
develop our vast resources, including the 
agricultural industry, we find ourselves the 
most backward State in the Commonwealth 
so far as agricultural settlement is concerned, 
and if he requires proof of the accuracy of 
my statements, I refer him ioo an individual 
to whom he gaYe great prominence during 
the election campaign, a gentleman by the 
name of Knibbs. Reference has been made, 
and very properly so, to the great exploits 
of the Australians at the Dardanelles. As 
an Australian I am delighted to know, 
although I regret that a disastrous war had 
to come along to prove it, that Australians 
have again justified the high encomiums that 
have been passed on them, and haYe laid 
once for all the foul slanders and vile libels 
that have bee11 uttered upon them by the 
"stinking-fish" party. We weN told when 
there was a demand some years ago for a 
white Australia that the white worker could 
not do the work of the kanaka in the cane­
fields. We were told that they were <hirkers. 
\Vhen the Government went in for the day­
labour policy in connection with the con­
struction of railway lines, we were told that 
all the loafers and ne' er-da-wells would be 
employed at high rates of wages. vVe have 
been told by the president of the Em­
ployers' Federation and by other prominent 
men, occupying, I regret to say, the posi­
tions of representatives of the people, that 
Atbtraliuns '~ranted high \vage~. and were 
shirkers. Did they shirk it at the Darda­
nelles"? (H~r, hear!) I think now that all 
those individuals who uttered those vile 
slanders ought to go and drown themselves. 

Mr. i:lTEYEXS: ·what are you talking 
about"! 

Mr. KIRWAN: Does the han. member 
mean to tell me that he does not know it is 
a fact that members of his partv have de­
clar<>d over and oyer again that ~white men 
could not do the work in the canefields of 
North Queensland? Does he not know that 
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even now there are employers who prefer to 
emplo:; all the coloured aliens of the world 
before thev will give a white man a job, 
and when "you ask the reason will tell you 
that they are more reliable I And yet they 
are asking these men to go to the front and 
protect their fat interests here while• they 
remain behind to still slander them. I am 
speaking the plain, unvarnished truth, and 
I am glad of the opportunity, as a young 
Australian, to deal it out to the members of 
the "stinking"fish" partv who have so slan­
dered my fellow-countrymen. I sa:: that the 
Australians have made a name for them­
selves in the Dardanelles, and when we con­
sider their glorious achievements, "hen we 
consider that the task thev were expetced to 
do in three davs they acc;mplished in a few 
hours, we may feel sure that when the his­
tory of "\ustra!ia cor11~s to be written their 
mal'nificent exploits will be immortalised 
botn in song and story. (Hear, hear!) The 
only people who would have shown equally 
wonderful dash would have been a company 
of wheat speculatprs and butter exploiters, 
who, if they had been sent to the front, 
would have charged the Turks as they 
Dharged the poor producers and con'umers, 
and would have won a glorious name for the 
British arm; unparaHeiPd in the history of 
the British Empire. Reference has been 
made in the Governor's Speech to the neces­
sity of an amendment of the Elections Act. 
I think this party are ampl)r justified in 
placing this in the forefront of their legis­
lative programme. They have been returned 
bv the people, not to sit idly on the Treasury 
benches and adopt the policy of the late 
Government of " doing nothing." Previous 
Governments have been returned and have 
forgotten their election pledges and have 
sat down and d'one nothing but boast of how 
thev were returne<.l; but we have a Govern­
ment, and a partv behind them, determined 
to honom; to the· full our election pledges. 
We have seen the remarkable attitude of 
members who declare that the Government 
havo done nothing to reduce the cost of 
living, while in the verv next breath some­
body gets up and says that they a1·e robbing 
the farmnrs. What are we to think? You 
have only to put the two sbtrcments in 
juxtaposition to discover tlil<t g0.ntlemen on 
tho other side do not know where t!Ie are, 
and they are pretty "·ell bankrupt of any­
thing in' the nature of argument or criticism, 
and be.ing in that position they are prepared 
t<:> grab anything that comPs along in the 
hope of besmirching the fair name of the 
Government. And when the Elections Act 
is brought in I trust that if it be possible 
it will bo drawn up on Commonwealth lines; 
and. further, if a practicable scheme can be 
devised, I will be very much in favour of 
using one roll for both State and Common­
wealth. The Speech also promises a Royal 
Con1miscion to deal with Government de­
p"wtments. Now, if there is one of the 
public departments that needs turning inside 
out a11d upside down it" is the .Que<>nsland 
Railwa:: DPpartment. 

Mr. SwAY;>;E: You did not become 
MinistPr. 

Mr. KIRWAN: l'\o, I did not get to b<' 
Minister, and I am not disappointed, may I 
inform the hon. member. Members of this 
party are !oval to the members they havf• 
selected to fill those positions, selected by 
Pxhaustive ba1lot. I do not think that any 
member, whether on that side or this, can 
quarrel with the fact or deny the fact that 
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every one of those hon. members deserves 
the nosition in which he has been placed. 
I am a colt in the party. I can afford to 
wait. If my time comes, well and goo<_l, Lut 
if it does not I will be none the less smcer" 
in my adherence to the platform or loyal to 
the rrentlemen who are placed on the Trea­
sury "'bench to carry it into effect. 

The PllEl\IIER : Hear, hear ! That is the 
proper sentiment. 

Mr. KIRWAN: With regard to that ~e­
partment, I think I can honestly and sm­
cercly congratulate tloe ho_n: mem?er wh<_J has 
been appointed to the positior: of Its Mmister. 
He is certainly a m«n of actwn, and .hE! has 
done many things which prevwus l\'l:Imsters 
had not the courage to do, and his decen­
tralisation scheme is one which I believe wdl 
work out beneficially, not only for the Rail­
way Department, but alsu for th~ whole of 
Queensland. It IS absolutely e•,senti!'l to have 
a gentleman with sul!icient capamty . to see 
what is required, and, abov2 all, with the 
will-power to carry. out what. he regards as 
requisite, and I. thmk that m the present 
Minister for Railways we have a. man who 
will worthilv diooharge the duties of the 
office and protect the in teres to. of the tax­
payers. Still, a Royal CommissiOn. wtll be .a 
considerable advantage to tho Mims~er, as rt 
will be able to collect and collate mforma­
tion whid1, busy man as he is, it wol:'l~ be 
impossible for him to collect. The . ::11m~ster 
has to depend upon the reports of !1rs officers 
for information, and it is. not hkel.Y that 
highly paid officials are gom.g to pomt ou~ 
to him that they are committmg blunders or 
wasting public money. The only metho.d. of 
arriving at a cor_rect view of t.he positiOn 
with regard to railway construetwn and the 
general m'.'nagement of our ra~lway .system 
is to ap'1omt a Royal CommiSSIOn With full 
power t~ call witnesses and ~ollect the neces­
sary evidence. 'When that IS done we shall 
have an opportunity :1f testing some of the 
highly paid officials, in perhaps a better 
manner than some of the emplo~·ees were 
tested when they went out on strike. Last 
session I mentioned ~hat we l:ad a General 
Traffic Manager's 0 ffice, in w hi~h there were 
four men to do the work w:hich was pre-. 
viously done by one. I notiCe that under 
the deeentralisation scheme two of those men 
hayo lost their job, and I do not know that 
it would be a great lo's if they were out of 
the department altogether. I. know t~at, 
although there were fol;lr men ~n that office, 
it was necessary at Chrrstm.as time, ':·he!1, of 
course•, the traffic is heavie~· than 1t IS at 
ordinarv times, to get a statiOn-master off a 
11 iatform to do traffic work. A!' anomal;r 
~uch as that will certainly be rectified '.'' .the 
rPsult of the inquiries of a Royal CommissiOn. 
If we have a station-master who .can tak_e .on 
traffic work, he should be placed m a positiOn 
where he c<tn do that work, and the traf_fic 
managers should be given less arduous dut;es 
to pe~form. As an evidence of the capamty 
of the officers to wlwm I refer, w.e h~ve 
onlv to look at what happened durmg ohe 
visit of the Japanese cruisers. when. b('{'au:::.e a 
fpw thousand extra peoplP had tD b.e taken tn 
Pinkenba, the whole service was tred up. I 
think the work of the proposE'd Royal Coi_ll­
mission should bo extende4 beyond the Ra.Il; 
wav DepartmE'nt. and that 1t should dey.! w1t,1 
the. 1\Iarino Dcpnrtment. I had O('(',BlOH ~as·t 
<ession wlwn the Estimateg were gomg 
through. to draw attention tD the fact lhat 
although the Government had spent £28,000 
on a new pilot boat, yet that vc"el was 
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absolutely unfitted for the purpose for which 
it was constructed. I was told bv the then 
'I'reasurer that I ·did not know .ihat I was 
talking about. I find now that I actually 
understated the position. The Brisbane 
" Courier," which is not given to exposing 
the blunders of the late Liberal Administra­
tion, published a paragraph, in which it was 
pointed out that it was necessary to dock 
the boat almost every time she came to Bris­
bane. I "hould like the commission to ascer­
tain who was responsible for preparing the 
plans and specifications for that boat, as it 
is pretty hard lines that the general tax­
payer should be called upon to pay the piper 
to the tune of £28.000 for a vessel which does 
not answer the purpose for which it was 
required. The pilots waited patiently for a 
number of years for a new boat to be pro­
vided, meanwhile doing their duty with a 
~offin ship, the old "Excelsior," expecting 
that the new vessel would enable them to 
perform their duties with more comfort and 
less danger; and now they find that they 
have a vessel which is ill-suited for the 
climate of Queensland. The cabins are little 
more than boxes. It is only right that we 
should know who is respoo1sible for this con­
dition of affairs, and that the responsible 
officer shou Id be dealt with in the same way 
as navvies are dealt with when they do not 
do the right thing. Reference is made in the 
Governor's Speech to an amendment of the 
Workers' Compensation Act, and we have 
had "orne excellent speeches from new mem­
bers on this subject. If there is one feature 
.of the debate on the Address in Reply which 
is more pleasing than any other. it is the 
splendid speeches delivered by new members. 
Although I do not question the right of the 
leader of the Opposition to refer to certain 
men who are no longer members of this 
House, yet I must say that the new element 
which has arrived has sufficient ability to 
justify the statement that they will be a 
valuable acquisition to the House. and be 
able, if their constituents place confidence in 
them for the neeessary length of time, to 
undertake Ministerial responsibility with 
credit to themselves and advantage' to the 
country. I do not propose to discuss the 
Speech at any further length. I may, how­
ever, be permitted to say that members who 
have been associated with the Labour move­
ment in Queensland for a number of vears 
must be delighted with the splendid' and 
magnificent victory achieved by the party on 
the 22nd of May last. It is evident that the 
people of Queensland are wakening to the 
fact that thev can secure from their own 
ranks men who are capable of performing 
the responsibile duties of parliamentary re­
presentatives, and who are equal to the 
responsibilities of office if they arc placed 
on their shoulders. I remember the time 
when some people sneered at the idea of men 
taken from the humblest wa!ko of life being 
able to perform Ministerial duties, and to 
properly represent the electors in the As­
sembly. The hon. member for Oxley has 
been sneered at by members opposite because 
he is a business man and has associated him­
self with the Labour party. In the carl:' 
da:vs of the Labour movement, when a 
Labour candidate was generally a man from 
the artisan claEo;, we were told that we we•·e 
running hobnailed boot men, and we were 
asked whv we did not get business men and 
well-educated men into our ranks. 1\'"ow 
that we have a professional man like our 
resp&,ted leader and a business man like the 
han. member for Oxley in our ranks, they are 

sneered at and it i said they are not Labour 
men. \Ylwn =~rr. \Yibon stood for Brisbane, 
it >I as said, " \Vhy don't the Labour party 
bring out a Labour man? He is a landlord 
and owns a terrace of houses. \Vhat sym­
path:v has he with the workers of Brisbano ?" 
Again, in 1912, when the workers ran a rail­
way porter ab their candidate, supporters of 
the party oppD•ite still growled, and said, 
" \Vh;, don't you get a man who i.' fit to 
repre ... ent Erisbane ?" I remember during 
the election before last that a gentleman 
made a sneering remark at me, because I 
chose to stand on the principles of a lifetime, 
and because I sacrificed my job in preference 
to going back on my principles. He said to 
me, "You are going on to a different plat­
form to the one you have left, and you will 
not feel so much at home as you did on the 
one :vou have left." I replied with as much 
dignity as I could command, "I have always 
done my duh· on the platform I have just 
left. and I shall endeavour to do it on the 
platform I «m going to." 

GovERNMENT ::\1EMBEllS : Hear, hear ! 
::\lr. KIRW X:'-.I: That gentleman thought 

there wat. no po"ibility of a r.iilway porter 
fn>m tho Central Station being the member 
for BridJanc. and he has been very deferen­
tial to me since, and altogether a very dif­
ferent gentleman to what he w.1s then. If 
the Labour move,nent ha-s dono nothing else, 
it has demonstratc·d that there are men in 
the ranks of the workers who are fit to 
uccupy the Tn,asury benches. (Hear, hear !) 
In that they have aceomplished .. omething . 
So far as the Federal Parliament is con­
cerned, there have been many of the greatest 
intBllects of Australia there, and yet men 
who have previously followed the humblest 
vocations have held their own with theee men 
in the National Parliament. We have only 
t•J refer to the late Senator McGregor, and 
to the late Mr. Roberts, who left his harrow 
on the wharf at Adelaide to go into Parlia­
ment a; the representative of the constitu­
ency so lm:p: and honourably reprc<nnted by 
that sterling democrat, the late Charles 
Cameron Kingeton (Hear, h·'ar J\ These 
things have inspired the workers of Queens­
land, and had the result of returning a 
Labour Government to power on the 22nd of 
May last. I have no hesitation in saying 
that after the present Ministrv have served 
their three years, e.nd com'e · before the 
electors again, they will secure a further 
lease of power. (Hear, hear !) I hope, like 
the Premier, that the ltader of the Opposi­
tion ·Nil! be long spare.cJ to occupy the posi­
tion which he now holds. (Hear, hear ! and 
Government laughter.) I rc1pcct that hon. 
gnntlemoan because he has been consistent in 
nis political principles. He has ahrays stood 
for one set of principles; and whether he wcs 
in the majority, or whether his party were 
defeated, he has never wavered. I can always 
rcsped an hon. gentleman like that, and 
J cnt»rtain towards the hon. gentleman a 
fcelin'l' of th,, highe-t regard. I ,,m sor7 
that I ('annat entertain the f-.tv~e f.relin~ for 
,,orne of the shandygaff politicians sitting 
behind him on the Opposition benches. 

GovEn:n.rEXT ::YfE)IBERS: Hear, hear ! 
::Yir. H. L. I-L\RTLEY (F£tcTny): I beg to 

move the adjcurnment of the ·del :tte. 
Qm,,tion put and pa<sed. 
The resnJnDtion of thP, debate wa,> made an 

Order of the- Day for Tuesda:-· next. 
The House adjourned at five minutes to 

1(1 o'clock. 

Mr. H. L. Harflt'!f.] 




