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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

WEDNESDAY, 21 JULY, 1915. 

The SPEAKER (Han. W. McCormack, Cairns) 
took the chair at half-past 3 o'clock. 

PANEL OF TEMPORARY CHAIRMEN. 

The SPEAKER: I have to inform the 
House that in the panel of Temporary Chair­
men tabled by me yesterday the name of 
Mr .• \!fred James Jane,,, member for Mary­
borough, was inadvertently inserted in place 
of Mr. William Bertram, member for Maree, 
and I now I ay on tho table the correct panel. 

QUESTIONS. 

RAILW.\Y Co:xsTRUCTION ExPEl'iDITURE. 

:!\Ir. COLLINS (Bowen) asked the Secre­
tary for Raih1 ays-

" \Vhat arc the respective amounts of 
money 'pent on raihvay construction 
from che following ports :-(a) Towns­
ville; (b) Cairns; (c) Mackay; (d) Cook­
town; (e) I'\ormanton; (f) Bowen?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Bon. J. Adamson, Il.ockham•pton) replied-

" (a) Townsville Railway, £3,383,989; 
(b) Cairno Railway, £2,015,422; (c) Mac­
kay Railway, £428,876; (d) Cooktown 
Railway, £367,283; (e) Normanton Rail­
way, £283,556; (f) Bowen Railway, 
£268,138." 

POWER OF GOVERNC\!ENT TO ACQUIRE PRODUCE. 

Mr. MACARTNEY (Toowong) asked the 
Premier-

" 1. Can the Government acquire the 
butter product of the State or any part 
of it otherwise than (a) by ordinary pur­
chase; (b) purchase under section 10, 
Control of Trade Act, and, if so, how 
and under what (if any) existing statute 
or power? 

" 2. Can the Government, as the law 
now stands, acquire, without the consent 
of the owners, butter actually sold for 
delivery in another State, and, if so, can 
the same be acquired at a price less than 
the actual price sold at under the con­
tract for sale? 

" 3. Can the Government, in view of 
the provisions of section 92 of the Com­
monwealth Constitution, lawfully pro­
hibit the transport of butter tci othei 
States under sale contracto providing 
for delivery in such other States?" 

The PRE:\1IER (Hon. T. J. Ryan, Barcoo) 
replied: With regard to questions Nos. 2 
and 3, standing in the name of the hon. 
member for Toowong, as I understand it is 
not the practice to answer such questions, I 
desire to ask you, Mr. Speaker, for a ruling 
or expression of opinion on the matter. 

The SPEAKER: In my opinion the ques­
tions are not permissible. It is not the prac­
tice t-o al1ow questions seeking the solution 
of abstract legal ca '83, and I rule that both 
questions come within that category. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: Only another indication. 
The PREMIER: You want the law tested. 

COST OF PRODUCING BUTTER. 

Mr. CORSER (Burnett) asked the Pre­
mier-

" Will he inform the House of the 
basis on which the price of 196s. per 
cwt. of butter was fixed-(a) As to the 
co••t of production per cwt., and (u) as 
to the margin of profit thereon to the 
producer?" 

The PREMIER replied-
" The ' cleelared pric0' of butter was 

fixed on the report. of the Board of Con­
trol appointed under the provisions of 
the Control of Trade Act of 1914." 

REASON FOR NOT FIXIXG RETAIL PRICES. 

Mr. STEVEc\JS (Rose1vood) asked the Pre­
mier-

" \Yill he inform the House of the 
reason fo1· fixing the wholesale price to 
be paid to the producer, while leaving 
unfixed the price to be paid by the con­
sumer t-o the retailer?" 

'I'he PRE:YliER replied-
" The Board of Control has made no 

recommendation as to fixing retail 
prices." 

CONDITION OF DREDGES NOW LYING IDLE. 

Mr. FREE (South Brisbane) asked the 
Secretary for Public \V Ol~ks-

" 1. Has he heard that the dredges 
now lying idle are in an unsafe and 
almost unworkable condition r 

"2. Will he have an invc"tigation 
made?" 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
(Han. E. G. Theodore, Chillagoe) replied­

" 1. There are no dredges lying idle 
at present. 

"2. Sec answer to No. 1.'' 

DREDGE GRIP BucKETS. 

::\fr. FREE asked the Secretary for Public 
Works-

" Is he aware that the grip buckets 
which were nurchased at a cost of £4,000 
are absoluteiy usele"'• and have not been 
used since the first trial, and at present 
they are practically scrapped? " 

The SECRET .. \RY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 

replie~l~o." 

VIOLATION OF RAILWAY REGUL.ITIOKS Nos. 34 
AND 109. 

Mr. FREE asked the Secretary for Rail­
wavs-

· "1. Is he aware that rule 34, page 
12, of regulations, Queensland Railways, 
is being ignored by the station-master 
at W oolloongabba, on purpoPe to cut 
out a shunter, and thus keep clown ex­
pcnsb in his yard? 

"2. Is he aware that rule 109, page 35, 
is also being broken for a similar pur­
pose? , 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
replied-

" 1. No. The number of shunters has 
not been reduced, but a rearrangement 
of their working is under nonsideration. 

"2. No." 
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LIGHTIKG OF TRAFFIC YARD, \VOOLLOONGABBA. 
Mr. FREE ask&d the Secretary for Rail­

ways-
" Is he aware that there is only one 

light in the traffic yard, \Voolloongabba, 
which is insufficient ? " 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
replied-

" There are four lights on high poles; 
three of them illuminate portion of the 
traffic and locomotive sidings, and the 
fourth is of use to the traffic sidings 
only. The matter of insufficient light 
will be inquired into." 

SHUNTIKG A1' RAILWAY \VHARF, \VOOLLOON­
GABBA. 

Mr. FREE aslwd the Secretary for Rail-
\va:vs-

• "Is he 
to shunt 
Railway 
tions ?"' 

aware that men are compelled 
single-handed at night at the 
Wharf, contrary to regula-

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
replied-

" There is only one shunter on duty 
at night, but ho can obtain assistance 
from the other men when needed, and the 
regulations are being carried out." 

FIXING PRICE FOR BUTTER. 

Mr. ROBERTS (East 'l'oowoornba) asked 
the Premier-

" 1. Will he inform the House if the 
price of 196s. per cwt. for butter 
was fixed by the Government or any­
one repreoenting the Government, or if 
it was fixed by Mr. Sumner in his capa­
city as Food Prices Board? 

"2. Is he aware that it is being circu­
lated, on apparently reliable authority, 
Mr. Sumner has stated that he fixed the 
price by direction, and that he did not 
approve thereof? " 

The PREMIER replied-

" 1. Sec answer to question No. 4 of 
the han. the member for Burnett. 

"2. No. Nor has the alleged rumour 
any foundation on fact." 

RESCISSIO::\" OF RESOLUTION. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Han. W. Lennon, Herbert): I beg to ask 
leave to move a motion without notice. 

The SPEAKER: Is it th(' pleasure of the 
HvuPe that the hon. 1ne:rnber 1nove a n1otion 
without netiC;~? 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. MACARTNEY: Perhaps the hon. member 

will gi,-., uc; ·-ome indication of the nature 
of the motion. 

The SECRETARY FOR ~'<GRIC"CLTURE: 
Yes, it iB purely a formal matter. I moved 
a motion that certain papers be prmtec!, and 
I find that they had already been printed. 
Consequently, I now move that the Order 
made on the 15th ,July that tho regulations 
und?r the Fruit Cases Act be printed, be 
rescmded. 

Question put and passed. 

SUGAR ACQUISITION BILL. 

INITIATION. 

On the motion of the PREMIER, it was 
formally rc·'oivcd-

"That tho HouS<J will, at its next sit­
tinn-, resolve itself into a Committee of 
thea \Vhole tD consider of the desirable­
ness of introducing a Bill to ratify and 
uonfi.rm a certain proclamation relating 
to the compulsory acquisition by the q-o­
V€~r:ament of raw sugar; to authorise 
the compulsory acquisition by the Go­
V<'rnment of other commodities; and for 
other incidental purpoFes." 

COAL PROSPECTI:\'"G AREAS. 

On the motion of Mr. A. J. JONES (lYiary­
borouuhJ, it was formally resolved-

" That there be laid on the table of 
th·J House a return showing-
1. The number of coal prospecting areas 

held in the Torbanlea, Torquay, 
Pialba, and Urangan districts. 

2. The approximate area of each. 
3. The owners thereof. 
4. The amount of subsidy and grant ap­

plied for by each owner. 
5. The respective amounts granted. 
6. The arrangements, if any, made for 

repayments.'' 

The PREMIER: Mr. Speaker,-! desire to 
lay on the table of the House the return 
asked for in that resolution. 

ADDRESS IN REPLY. 

RESUMPTION OF DEBATE. 

Mr. SWAYNE (Jfirani): In nsmg to 
speak on this question, I would like first of 
all to say that I feel proud to read this 
reference of His Excellency in his Speech-

" I have been deeply impressed by the 
fine spirit and temper of the people at 
this unexampled crisis, tried as they are 
at once bv adverse local conditions and 
by the calamities into which every 
civilised community has been plunged 
by the insatiable ambition of our 
ellon1ies.'' 

I am sure that the part that Australia is 
pJa;; ing in the great events now taking place 
in the other si·de of the world will go down 
for all time in history. (Hear, hear !) I 
desire to compliment the mover and seoonder 
of tbe Address in Reply for the manner in 
which they dclivcrc-l their speeches. I can­
not ny that I agree with ,all the conclutions 
•vhich they arrived at. I think that in some 
imtancos they wore arguing from false pre­
mises. At the same time, we must all admit 
t,ha! their speeches wore well thought out, 
and well delivered. I notice in the pro­
gramme of legislation submitted for this 
ses jon that it largely consists of amend­
ments, sorne of \Yhich involve somev·:hat lurge 
issue,. ln fact, I do not think I am going 
too far when I say that the predatory talons 
o£ socialism may be seen coming through the 
velvet. First of all, I should like to say a few 
w<lrds about the events which le-d up to the 
c.hange in the personnel of the last Parliament. 
I can quite understand that the Government 
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consider that they have got a mandate from 
the people of Queensland to abolish all free­
hold tenure, and in tho institution of com­
pulsory preference to unionists. I venture to 
~~~:V that such is not the case at all. I do not 
think that the majority of voters on polling­
day took th<tt into comidemtion at all. 
What weighed most "ith them was the price 
of footl. I think that our opponents very 
greatly misrepresented the position in deal­
ing with that question. The inference they 
made all through was that Queenslantl was 
ia a far worse position than any of the other 
States, where<ts at that time-although living 
has gone up since-living was chE<tper in 
QuePnsland than in anv State in Australia. 
Again, the fact that so,;1e of tho Government 
se! v.a.nts did not rect?iv-e their increases 
weighed very largely, but I should like to 
point out that tho Tre-asurer in his last 
Budget Specci1 said that if events jmtific,1 
it those increases would be made good. I 
think that at such a time as that there was 
so1ne occasion for hP'3itation on the part of 
the Treasurer, espeeially v,-hen many pro­
ducers in Quecnslu:nd were ·working their 
bu~inl:.:;ses ,at a k:o-,s. There \Vas ~v1ne 
grounds for waiting to see what our 
means were before wo adde-d to the pay of 
those in Government employment. At the 
s:tme time I might point out that, as things 
turned out, then is no doubt that if the 
past Government had rDmained in office, the 
increases would haYe been paesed the same 
as they are now. I think ,another reason 
existed for the ,dcfe4lt of the latD Premim· 
and many of those who supported him. \Ye 
all know that the new liquor legislation in­
troduced by the late Government clashed 
with the intor<ests of a certain very !urge 
sc~tion, and I think that the Premier's down­
fall emanated from that. I should like to 
ask the very ardent -temperance advoPates 
on the other side if they take any pride in 
a victory which was achieved through such a 
reason as that? I am not offering any 
opinion on the merits of that legislation at 
all, but as that was what brought about the 
defeat of Mr. Donham, I am asking the 
ardent temperance advocates on the other 
side if they take any pride in a victory 
which was brought about by such means as 
that? I referred just now to the socialistic 
talons prokuding through the velvet, and I 
am sorry to say that the Government have 
already embarked on a confiscatory policy. 
I noticed in this morning's " Courier" a 
statement that the Government have ac­
quired £2,500 worth of butter ,at a price 
which they themselves fixed. If the pro­
ducers of that butter had been allowed to 
eel! it at the price they could obtain from 
the other State,o, and which the people of 
otber Statb were perfectly willing to pay, 
they would have been able to get another 
£250. I take it that the re<·•mt action of 
the Government has reduced the price of 
butte,· by about 10 per cent., roughly speak­
ing. In a transJ.ction of that siz0, umount­
ing to £2,500. another £250 would have gone 
into the pockets of the producers if no action 
had been taken by the GovernmDnt. I might 
point out that the butter is the wages of the 
producer, just as the sugar-gro,ver's cane is 
his wage';. just tho Fame as the 9s., lOs., lls., 
or 12s. a day is the wagDs of the workers who 
are employed. There would be a general 
howl of execration if there was any attempt 
to red,we the wage' of the workers. 

:.VIr. FoLEY: Why should they have their 
wsges reduced ? 

Mr. SWAYNE : Why should the wages of 
the farmer be reduced? I am waiting for 
an answer from the Secretary for Agriculture 
about the quantities of cheese and butter 
and the prices realised during May, 1914, 
and May of this year. \Vhen that answer 
is given, it will be found that the quantity 
produced this year is lescJ than half what 
it was last year, and the cost of producing 
it at per lb. is greatly increased. The price 
realised, however, is not twice as great as 
what it was last year. Is it fair through 
any arbitrary action on the part of the Go­
vernment to accentuate the position of the 
producer? Regarding wheat it is just the 
same. I noticed that there were a great 
many mis•tatements made during the last 
election for the purpose of attracting votes 
on this butter question. A friend on whom 
I can. rely told me that in a certain shop 
tho pnce of butter had gone up. He was told 
it was caused bv the action of me:nbers of 
the late Gover-;,ment. who speculated so 
largely in butter and by holding large 
stocks of it. \V e know that that '' as quite 
untrue. That is only one of numerous such 
cases all untrue that \ver·e rnentioned during 
the election. I would not be far out if I said 
that tho la,,t election was largely won on false 
pretences. (Government laughter.) Of 
course, those laugh who win. At the same 
tic:w are they proud of winning by such 
tactics as that? I cannot say that .I quite 
agree with them. \Ve have heard a lot 
about wheat speculation. I should have 
liked to have had the report of the Com­
missioner. \V c have heard certain state­
ments by the Chief Secretary, but there are 
two side~ to every question. \Yhen we have 
tho report of the Commissioner before us 
we shall find also that there is another side 
to that question. I have here a letter from 
the late Chief Secretary, Mr. Denham, which 
I think might be interesting as showing the 
other ·•ide of the case. I wrote to that 
gentleman after the election. I had been 
taken out of touch of public matters, and I 
wanted to know exactly what the position 
was regarding wheat. 

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem­
ber may not read a private letter. 

Mr. SWAYNE: I have heard other letters 
read in this House. I do not intend to read 
the whole of the letter, and I ask your per­
mission to make one or two extracts from it_ 
Mr. Denham points out in his letter to 
me-

" ·wheat opened up at 4s. 9d., and we 
realised that wheat was going to be 
dear, and told the farmers in the wheat 
districts not to sell. morfl than they were 
compelled to, as 1t was perfectly sure 
that as weeks went by the price would 
rise.'' 

Whatever rise there was took place late in 
the year, and the producers were getting the 
advantage of it. It is alleged that the late 
Premier allowed large quantities of wheat to 
leave QuoPnsland. 

GovERNMENT ME:VIBERS: He!Lr, hear ! 

Mr. SWAYNE: How much wheat was 
allowed to leave Queensland? 

Mr. FoLEY: 30,000 bushels. 

Mr. SWAYNE: Yes. TherP was not a 
week's supply of wheat. After all that up­
roar and all that furore, only one week's 
supply of wheat was allowed to !eave the 
State to the ad,·antage of the producers_ 

Mr. Swayne.] 
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J'vlr. Denham continued-
" Our opponents have stupidly argued 
that wheat was bought for 5s. to 6s. by 
millers, and by Melbourne people, there­
fore the public suffered. 'fhey are 
wrong bO far as millers are concerned; 
as long as they got wheat at the lower 
prices, they were selling flour at the 
lower p~icr- I need only remind you 
that bread did not advance to 4~d. for 
cash and 5d. booked until March; so that 
the pnLlic did not suffer by the early 
operation of millers, whilst the farmers 
profited by the operations o£ Melbourne 
peopln, as directly the Southern men 
came on the market offering more monev 
than the millers were offering, the 
millers had to advance the price to b•ap 
the wheat here." 

It brought competition £rom the other StCLtes 
into our market,, which was of benefit to 
the producers. He goes on-

" I doubt if we could under the Con· 
stitution have prohibited the export of 
wheat, but, allowing that we could hn.ve 
done so, it would not have been t.o the 
interests of the wheat growers to stop 
the export. \Vith regard to butter we 
might have stopped the export, o; wo 
mtght have fixed the lower price, but 
then it \Yould mean that the fannr•_;s 
would suffer. After aii, i ~ i.s only a 
que-,twn as to whGther the t)n,du~ers or 
consun1ors should carry the :oad, and I 
am satisfied that the producer is haYing 
a pretty bad time, own Nith the hir- h 
price. I doubt very much if the average 
farmer this year is as \Yell off as the 
town and city workers." 

I think that that puts the position very 
fairly, and shms s that the gentleman upon 
whom so much odium has been cast, after 

all only had the interests of the 
[4 p.m.] producers at heart, and was act-

ing in their interests in the 
action he took. The consumers may talk 
as they like, but before you can consume 
you must produce, and in a young countr~· 
like this the producers are the backbone o£ 
the community Coming, again. to the pro­
gramme, r note it bristles with industrial 
legislation, and the qut·,tion arises whether 
there is any very great need for that. I 
know a great many of U> who arc working 
on the land consider that the wage-e1nner 
at the present time is infinitely better off 
than the farmers, and as a proof, I would 
like to say that anyone who visits the farm­
ing districts will find numerous instan2es 
where farmers' sons are desirous of getting 
out of farming life and taking on Goveni­
ment or other employment. That does not 
look as if the wage earners are harshly 
treated. 0£ coursE•, it has been made very 
apparent that the Industrial Peace Act is 
what is being aimed at. After all that 
has been a most successful piece of 
legislation, and I think my testimonY on 
the subject is all the more valuable 'inas· 
much as I an1 a Inmnber of one section 
which has beRn hit verv hard by it. At the 
same time, h-aving out that 'section, and 
taking broad results, that Act has been most 
successful so far as preventing industrial 
disputf\s is conccrnf'd. Take the poeition 
occupied by Queensland as compared with 
the other State<, and what do we find nndp;· 
the type of legislation that I pre5ume wtll 
be introduced here? \V0 find that in 1\'e,v 
South \Vales the wage-earners lost. under their 
legislation, during the years 1913 and 1914 

[Mr. Swayne. 

1,175, 705 working days and they lost £571,794 
in wages through strikes. \Vc find m 
Western Australia, which is a fairer com· 
parison with Queensland than New Snu~h 
\Vales, although their population is smaller, 
that they lost 137,677 days and they l.Jst 
£76,176 in wages through strikes; while in 
Queensland, under this much-maligued Act 
we only lost 105,000 days and £bO,OCO in 
wages. Is there any class in the community 
I ask, suffering any great injm~ice '" th~ 
prePent time that industrial strife should be 
brought about? Of course, I take it that 
the object in view is to make membership of 
a union COdipulsory. \Vithout endeavouring 
to detract in any way from the good work 
that has been done by trades unionism in 
the past, I venture to ask whether there is 
not some ground for thinking that they have 
outlived their day; that there is not the 
same need, in view of our pre,;ent indus­
trial legislation, with the Industrial Courts, 
and \vith adult suffrRge, for thc"Je unions? 
We know that they arc a ver;. heavy charge• 
on the communitv. In New South \Vales, for 
instance, the levies that are impo,ed amount 
to well over £200,000-I think they go to­
wards £300.000-and a considerable portion 
of them is expended in management. I 
notice that many of those who are loudest 
in their assertions that this state of thing3 
is necessary belong to the class who have the 
management of these concerns, and under 
the circumstances I do not know whethce 
they can complain if we sometimes think 
that their statements in these matters have 
a certain degree of bias. 

Mr. CoLLINS: You tried to form a car­
ters' union at one time. 

Mr. SWAYNE : I did, and I believe in 
unionism, but it was more necessary then 
than now. At the same time, I never be­
lieved in compulsion, and I say the unions 
have no right to make it impossible for a 
man to earn his living without becoming 
a unionist, especially when they include 
politicnJ subjects in their objective. I men­
tioned when opening my address the false 
premises upon which some members opposite 
based . their a~·gu:nents. They build very 
extenstve fabncatwns, but they are based 
on sand. For instance, I notice in the 
otherwise very good speech delivered by 
the mover of the Address in Reply that he 
states the introduction of machinery has 
not improved the condition of the worker. 
I should like to point out that in the sugar 
industry the position is directly the con­
trary. I have been engaged in the pro­
ducing portion of that industry now for over 
twent~·-five years, and I can go back to the 
time when our implements were very crude 
-when we had the old long-tailed plough 
and the 'COoden harrow, and so on, and I 
do not think any branch of agriculture has 
endeavoured more to keep abreast of the 
times, to get tho most improved appliances, 
no matter from what part of the world they 
came, and I do not know that the condition 
of the farmer is any better now than then. 
But I do know who is better off. When our 
appliancPs were so crude the employee was 
gettmg £1 per week, and now the award, in­
cluding foorl, is £2 15s. per week. Is that 
not a V•cry big advance? Does that bear out 
the arguments of thP hon. member for Oxley 
that the> men have received no benefit from 
the improvements in machinery? Were it 
not for these improvements it would be im­
possible to employ anybody. The employer 
has kept himself abreast of the times, and 
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has taken advantage of every invention per­
taining to his industry, and he is not 
much the better for it, but most certainly 
the employee is, and therefore I am justified 
in contradicting the hon. member when he 
savs that the employee is receiving no benefit 
frOm the~.~ iinprovements. 

Mr. O'ScLLIVAN: He did not say that. 
Mr. S'WAYNE: I am simply making this 

point as showing the false grounds upon 
which so many hon. members on the other 
side base their· arguments. Another matter 
that seems to afford them immense satis­
faction is a comparison of the acreage under 
cultivation in the various States. They are 
alwavs referring to Queensland, in the 
word's of an • hon. member who spoke 
yesterday, as the Cinderella of agriculture 
in Australia, and blaming the Liberals 
for it. It has been pointed out to 
members of the last Parliament who 
made such statements that owing ,to the 
lack of a practical knowledge of the industry 
they omitted to notice that in the case of 
many of our Queensland branches of farm­
ing, 1 acre, as far as the labour and the 
investment of money are concerned, is fully 
-equal to 10 acres of theirs. For instance, 
take our principal agricultural industry­
that of growing cane. One acre of cane, as 
far as the labour involved and the money 
spent are concerned, is fully equal to 10 acres 
Df wheat. Therefore, when you compare the 
149,000 acres that are under sugar-cane in 
·Queensland with the acreage under cultiva­
tion in W E'~tern Australia, in order to get a 
fair basis of comparison, you would hav<' to 
multiply those figures by ten. 

Mr. COYNE: How do the profits compare I 
Mr. SWAYNE : I am not going into that 

just now, but I ma.y go into it later on, if 
I have time. 'What I want to point out now 
is this: That hon. members opposite are 
always using this as a means of belittling 
Queensland and disparaging us. I wish to 
say again that their arguments are not well 
founded. Further, I would like to point out 
that in other directions our progress has 
been very satisfactory, as compared with the 
-other States. For instance, take butter; 
Queensland, from 1911 to 1913 increased her 
output by 7,341,00 lb., and in New South 
·wale,, which has been under a Labour Go­
vernment, there has been a decrease-they 
are making kss than what they were, and 
there has been a decrease there of over 
.5,000,000 lb. 

Mr. COYXE: Thev are going in more for 
agricultm·e there. · 

Mr. SW A Y"'E : Then, in regard to maize 
growing, I find that in Queensland from 
1911-12 to 1913-14, we increased the area 
under crop by 40,000 acres, and when com­
paring the area under maize with the area 
under wheat you should multipl:: it by three 
to get a fair basis of comparison. In Xew 
South \Vales they have actually decreased the 
acreage under maize by 10,000 acres during 
that time. This goes to show that there is 
not very much grou!Jds for blaming the part~­
that has held office 111 Queensland for Queens­
land bE'ing behind the rest of Australia in 
the matter of the area under cultivation. 
However. most certainly, so far as we are 
concerned, we ean compare well with the 
other States. Before I sit down I should 
like to say a few words in conm·tltion with 
the sugar industry. \Ve heard the Premier 
give notice of motion in connection with it, 
and I should like here to express satisfaction 
with the advance that has been made in the 

price of suga~. And I s~ould like also to 
congratulate h1m upon havmg become a _con­
vert to the Liberal ideas on the subJect. 
(Loud Government laughter.) . 

Mr. KIRWAN: Why did you not do 1t? 
Mr. SWAYNE: I am not surprised at 

new members laughing, but old m':'mb:rs 
should remember what came from th1s s_1de 
\Yhen hon. membors opposite ~~Tere "1tt1ng 
here Llpon thic, quc•tion last sesswn. 

The PRE~HER: You think I have done as 
well >!S the Liberals could have done I 

Mr. SW .\ Y:t\E: I do not say that. I af!l 
just -Jong:-atulatir;g th.o hon. mmnber on ~1s 
conversion, on h1s bo1ng brDught to roahsc 
that something should be done for the sug<H 
industry. "'h d'd 

Tho SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : " Y I 

not your Governn:ent do it 1 
Mr. S\V ~\. YNE: Here is a fair sample of 

what we had _on this side of tpe
1 

House last 
~o&""ion on tlns n1atter. It vv1L be reme~ll­
bered that Mr. Denham from th_o v~ry ):>t;;m­
ning vvas very keen to get us JUstw:~ 1n the 
matter. (Government laughter.) . 

The PRE}!IER: He never •Lhd anyt_hmg. 
\Vo did more in three weeks than he dtd all 
the time he was hero. 

::VIr. SlY A YNE: I thought that the Chief 
Secretary was beginning to ,1mdersta nd some­
thing about the matter. VV hy dtd Mr. Den­
ham not do anything? Because , the sugar 
was not in Queensland. Does the non. mem­
ber think that Mr. Denham could have se_nt, 
S{tV, a posse of polic," and ~akc~. pos_soss1on 
0 ( the ,:;;ugar in the stores 111 \ lCLOrla and 
New SDuth Wales? 

The PREMIER: Why -did not he do -.vhat I 
did for the growers? 

::Vlr. S\Y AYNE: Because the sugar had 
nearly gone; the sugar was no~ here. . If 
the hon. member w1ll hsten, I wtll tell h1m 
something that apparently he does not know. 
As soon as the sugar is made and le>:ves 
Queensland, it is shi~ped and goes r mto 
stores in Victoria and m New South VI a\es. 
\Vhc,n the Southern boards ~ook the actwn 
which has brought all th1s about, that 
sugar was mostly out of Queensland, and 
how could Mr. Donham, or :Ylr. llyan, '?r 
anvone else touch sugar tbat v. \1S not u1 

Qtteemland? Uoally, the hon. member 
should have boon able to soc that.. 1f the 
sugar which he is dealing w1th now 
ha-d boon already in C'Jew So~1th \Vales and 
Victoria, could he, as Prom~o~ of Queens­
land have any control over 1t. 

The PREMIER: It is not already in C'!ow 
South Wales. 

:Mr. SWAYNE: :'-To; but tho sugar you 
wy that Mr. Denham chould have dealt with 

,,,-.¥i10 PRE:UIER: Net at the time. 
Mr. SvVAYNE: Most certainly. It vyas 

not there after Octoh<'r. when the cru•.hmg 
was nearly over, and the intention to e~­
ploit us became apparent, and even then 1t 
was hoped the Southern boards would follow 
the iead giY<'ll in Queensland and do us 
justice Onlv that required for Queens­
land-~bout 12 per cent.-remains in Queens­
land and the m·ice was risen on that. The 
bala~ce is put ·an board "hips, and does not 
touch a Queensland port from the time of 
leaving- the Johnstone River, or Mackay, 
or wherever it may be, until it reaches the 
Southern port. 

The PREMIER: Do von mean to say that no 
sugar left Queensland between October and 
May? 

ilfr. Swayne.] 
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Mr. SWAYXE: I won't say that none of 
it did, but what did was a very small por­
tion. The bulk of the crop had already left, 
because it is shipped directly it is made. 
'l'he bulk uf last season's crop left imme­
diately it was manufactured, which is be­
tween, say, July and November. 

The PREMIER: Why didn't you act last 
July? 

:\lr. SiYAYNE: July and November, a11d 
wo did not then know these low prices would 
be persistently forced on us. After Novem· 
her it wad too late; they had the sugar. 
Tho sugar had already gone when action was 
shown to be requisite. However, as showing 
what the attitude of the prP3ent GoYernment 
was, we have ::\1r. Theodore speaking, in 
reference to Mr. Dcnh2,m, as foliows :-

" Y cs; the Chief Secretary wanted a 
higher price for sugar. That would 
mean dearer living for the people in the 
State. I do not think '·" can draw any 
other inference fr.Jln their rumarks. 

"::vir. E. B. C. Corser: £2 a ton would 
not 111can 1nuch 1nore to the consumer. 

'' ::'vlr. THEODORE: Here is another ex­
pref*ion of opinion in favour of dear 
living. It may be only ~,c]. per lb., but 
~everal pounds of sugar consumed each 
week would mean several pence increase, 
and the man on Ss. a day, who has to 
pay 11 per cent. more now for tho com­
modities which he consumes than he ,did 
three year, ago, cannot afford to do that. 
The hon. member advocates that he 
should be called upon to pay Ptill more 
-for whose benefit? For the benefit of 
the Colonial Sug-«r Refining Company." 

That was the attitude of the Opposition 
during last session-the gentlemen who are 
now claiming the credit for having got us 
this increase in prk~. \Vhen the then Pre­
mier urged that something should be done 
to get justice for Qacemland canegrowers, 
that was the attitude of those supporting 
the Opposition. 

The PRE~IIER : He never suggested any­
thing Ulm we did-never thought of any­
thing like it, apparently. 

Mr. SW A Y:\IE : Speaking on that question 
~I am not now speaking from my own 
knowledge, but of what I am informed-Mr. 
Denham, when in the North, expressed his 
intention to commandeer this season's crop 
or, if not to commandeer it, to ask for 
legislation to financn the mills so that they 
would be enabled to hold it till they got 
their price, and to ask Parliament to pass 
legislation that would ensure to the grower 
a fair share out of any rise that accrued 
through this action of holding or comman­
deering the sugar, whichever was done. "\nd he 
also spoke of legislating to abrogate, 
during the war, all cane agreements 
that had been made in the past, so 
that this could be done. That is what Mr. 
Denham had in view. He also told me that 
personally, and I understand he stated it 
publicly whilst on the platform during his 
Northern tour. \Vhilst expn-sing satisfac­
tion that there has been this rise in the 
price of sugar, I would iike to draw atten­
tion to the fact that, after all, we might 
have been better off if it had been so 
arranged that the price ha,l been allowed to 
reach £25 per ton for refined sugar, under 
the ordinary arrangements. IV e hear now 
that lA sugar is to be sold at £25 lOs. 

[Mr. Swayne. 

I think it is likely to exceed that in some 
portions of Australia. Now, if it could 
have be<m arranged that the refineries should 
get that price under the ordinary arrange­
ments that the mills make, they would 
have got £18 19s. 6d. 

Mr. GILLIES: 'l'he mills have no agree­
ntents with the Colonial Sugar Refining 
Company. 

Mr. s\v A YXE: This has been the method 
of buying for a numbe'r of years, and there 
i·. not the slightest reason 'to think for a 
moment that there would be any variation 
in that form of buying. That has always 
been the ba,,i, upon which sugar has been 
bought-that if the price of, £19 for refined 
sugar is cxcce,Jcd, then out of every £1 the 
Slllll of lJs., or 90 per cent., "hould go to 
tho miller. And. of course, we know that 
in rnany ('a~es, ,vhere th~ mills are run on 
co-operative line,,, it would have gone 
on to 4:he grower; and I think I am justi­
fied in saying that in nearly every case a 
portion, and in some cases- ail of it, 
would have gone to the grower. I am 
more concerned in this matter about the 
gro,, er than I am about the miller. But, 
with sugar at £25, the mills would be re­
ceh-in,:; £18 19s. 6d., instead of the £18 they 
are getting no,v. rrhe question aris,es: VVhat 
is to be done with that 19s. 6d. ? Is it going 
to be made a present of to the Colonial Sugar 
Rcfininp- Company? I hope not. I suppose 
what will be done with it will b0 that it 
wiil b0 us,ed to cover the los, that must be 
incurred through introducing some 14,000 or 
15,000 tons of sugar that are requisite to 
bridge the gap between this last crop and 
the next. That is costing £31 per ton or 
more, and I understand it is going to be 
sold at £25 lOs. a ton, so that there will 
b" a loss on the transaction of £5 lOs. a 
ton, and the cancgrower' will have to pay it. 
I think I am right in saying that this 19s. 
6d., which otherwise we would have got, is 
going to be used for making good the lo"' 
upon introducing 13,000 or 14,000 tons of 
fugar from outside. 

The PRE'IIIER: 'Vl10 said he would have 
got the 19s. 6d. otherwi '8 ? 

Mr. SWAYKE: I say he would, under the 
ordinary arrangements. 

'rhe PRE>IIER : You say so. I say he would 
not. Do you mean, if sugar was at £25 lOs.? 

Mr. SWAYNE: Yes. 
The PREMIER: What guarantee have vou 

for saying that? • 

Mr. SWAYNE: Queensland could have 
done this. \Ve could have held the sugar, 
no matter who was in power, until we got 
a fair price. 

The PREMIER: The Commonwealth would 
have taken off the duty. (Hear. hear!) 

Mr. SW A Y~E: I do not think that. 
The Commonwealth wants the revenue. 
They would have lost a revenue of £6 a 
ton, and not only a revenue of £6 a ton upon 
13,000 or 14,000 tons, but also upon. 120,000 
tons that will have to be brought in next 
year. They would have lost £700,000 or 
£800,000, and I think it is a matter for con­
sideration as to whether the Commonwealth 
would hctve put up with the loss of that 
revBnue. 

The PRD!IER: Your suggestion is com­
mandeering in defiance of the other States ; 
to compel the other States to come t0 yom· 
will. 



Address in Reply. [21 JULY.] Address in Reply. 113 

Mr. SWAYNE: We could simply have 
held the sugar until we got a fair price, 
the same as any other seller would have 
done. 

The PRE~IIER: You think that the rest 
of Australia would leave the duty on under 
those cii·cuinstan8e''~? 

Mr. SWAYNE: Why ,hould any excep­
tion be made in regard to the sugar industry 
as compared with other industries? 

The PRE~!IER: Because vou would be hold­
ing it in defiance of them: 

Mr. SWAYNE: I take it that there is a 
bigger question underlying this matter than 
the question of a few pounds a ton. The 
queo,tion underlying it is the question of a 
white Australia, and Australia does not 
think for one moment that producers will 
turn out these products in the North with­
out protection, ev.:po··ed to the open competi­
tion with black labour grown products of 
other countries: and, unless those Au,,tralian 
producer" can be protected. there will be no 
settlement in the North, and without settle­
ment in the North there will be no white 
Australia. That is the question underlying 
the qnc3tion of the prvtcction of the sugar 
industry. 

The PREMIER: And who was giving the 
protection to the whole of Australia? 

1\iT-.-. cn:~r A V"'\.'~ • T rri·un cn:~nyou r>l"t:>.rlit to 

th~~h01~. g·;nti~;;~n -fo;· ~;ha:-t h~ h~; ··d~n~: 
• \t the same time I would point out that 
this price is not really £25 lOs. p0r ton, but 

is only equivalent to £24 lOs. per 
[4.30 p.m.] ton under the ordinary arrange­

menL The industry is making 
good the loss that will be incurred by intro­
ducing sugar from outsidP~ 

The PREMIER : No ; the industry is not 
doing it ; the people of Au,tralia are doing 
that. 

Mr. SWAYNE: Making good the loss? 
The PREMIER : Yes. 
Mr. SWAYNE: We are making good that 

loss out of the £25 lOs. Why not say 
straight out that we are getting only £24 
lOs. per ton for our sugar? 

The PRE)IJER : You are getting £18 a ton 
for raw sugar. 

Mr. SWAYNE: Yes, and under the 
ordinary methods following the industry we 
should ha :ve got £18 19s. 6d. per ton. 

The PREo!IER: Under Mr. Denham von had 
£14 9s. or £14 lls. ; I am not sure V.·hich. 

Mr. SWAYNE: Any other man would 
have done the same as Mr. Denham did 
under the same circumstances. He promised 
that when the new crop ca.me in he would 
take such steps as would secure to Queens­
land producers a fair price for their pro­
ducts. 

The PREMIER. : \Vho was representing your 
case in this House ? 

Mr. SWAYNE: The hon. gentleman 
should remember that our ease was repre­
sented in the South by a delegation from 
this House. Perhaps it is as well that I 
should point out that the whole position 
has been brought about by the embargo 
imposed by the Commonwealth Government 
on the e"portation of sugar. I can quite 
understand that that embargo was placed 
on suga.r for very good reasons. 

Th(· PREMIER: How do you make that out 
when sugar can be imported ex duty under 
£25 a ton? 

1915-r 

Mr. SWAYNE: It cannot. 
The PREMIER : It can. 
Mr. SWAYNE: It cannot be 1mported 

into Australia under £31 or £32 per ton 
duty paid, and there are other expenses as 
well. 

The PREMIER: Sugar is imported at £25 
per ton, and the Colonial Sugar Refining 
Company are selling it at £23 lOs. per ton; 
th0y are allowing a discount of 6 per cent. 

Mr. SWAYNE: They always giw that 
discount off market quotations. 

The PREMIER : But they mu>t make a 
profit, surely'? 

Mr. SWAYNE: I am merely giving the 
facts, and can sa)· nothing about t.hat matter. 

'I'he SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : It is not 
a di,eount; it is a commission for selling. 

Mr. SWAYNE: It is generally agreed on 
both sides that the discount is made, but 
this extra discount to manufacturers is not 
going to be given th1o time. 

The TREASURER: Th(; Colonial Sugar Refin­
ing Company gave it last time. 

Jliir. SWAYNE: Yes, because the circum­
stances then were quite different. That 
extra discount was given to manufacturers 
and jam-makers to induce them to buy Aus­
tralian sugar when they could get outside 
sugars at a lower rate. They cannot get 
a~t~id8 e~g'!!!'S jl..!~t ~0-w, Bllrl that is why 
they are not gi 1·en this special discount . 

The PREMIER: I did not sav that discmmt 
would not be allowed. · 

Mr. SWAYNE: No; in an interview with 
a representative of the " Courier" the hon. 
gentleman stated that a certain gentleman 
who had made some statements with regard 
to this matter had not taken cognisance of 
the extra discount given to the manufac­
turers, and he was under the impression that 
this further discount was going to be allowed. 
I undPrstand that it is not going to be 
allowed. 

The PREMIER.: It may be allowed, but it 
is not going to fall on the miller or the 
grower ; it will fall on the Colonial Sugar 
Refining Company. 

Mr. SWAYNE: I understand that it is 
not going to be allowed, but from what the 
hon. gentleman says it would appear that 
there is some doubt on the subject. But why 
should this extra discount be allowed to 
manufacturers this year when they cannot 
get sugar outside Australia"! 'l'he world's 
prices show what chance they have of getting 
sugar from outside. 

The PR.EMIER.: \Vhat are the world's 
prices? 

Mr. SWAYNE: I understand that the 
world's prices are such that you cannot land 
sugar in Australia at the present time under 
nearly £32 per ton. Therefore I ask why 
we ,hould allow a further discount to 
induce those people to buy our sugar when 
we are selling it at £25 per ton? 

The PRE1IIER: We get 14,200 tons for £31 
per tor, 

Mr. SWAYNE: The hon. member for 
Mackav, when speaking about the sugar 
industry the other evening, referred to it as 
having been the shuttlecock of !he LihPrals. 
I do not think the hon. member has been a 
vcrv great length of tinw in the country. 
M v information is that he has ber~n here 
onh about four years, and I should E:w to 
tell him that he has been misinfonm,cJ on 
this matt,er, and that if any party have mrrle 

Mr. 81Dayne.] 
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thE' industry a shuttlecock it has been the 
socialistic party. I have been directlv con­
necte·d with the sugar industry for Jlf'arly 
thirty years, •and I remember that during 
the nineties, when we had an open market, 
and had to compete with sugar from other 
p<nts of the world grown by coloured 
labour, it was necessary, if we were to lay 
the foundation of the big white industry, 
which exists to-day, that we should employ 
a similar class of labour, and yet, although 
it was (1pparent that such labour was necee­
sary, the fact that we employed that labour 
was constantly being made an electioneering 
cry. Since then the Colonial Sugar Refining 
Company has been used as the stalking-horse. 
I am not speaking of the Colonial Sugar 
Refining Company as millers, or making any 
reference to their position with regard to the 
growers, but I say that as refiners there has 
been no basis for most of the statements that 
have been made respecting their action. I 
notice that an hon. member belonging to the 
Labour party in another Parliament tried 
to bolster up a charge that immense profits 
were made by the company by watering 
sharP:•. This han. gentleman stated that the 
shares had been i~euod as £20 shares, and 
that they were paid up to £15, only leaving 
£5 to be paid by the recipients. That is the 
sort of exaggere,tion which has taken place 
all through the discussion on this matter. 
These particular shares were only paid up 
to £5, leaving the sum of £15 to be paid. 
Of course, none of us here had any par· 
ticular rc(1son for. contnvdicting that statB­
ment, and we let 1t go. I should not refer 
to it now were it not for the fact that 
these misrepresentations concerning the 
Colonial Sug·ar Refining Company are used 
to the detriml·nt of growers, and their sup­
posed action quat( d as a reason why justice 
should not be: meted out to the producers. 
Personally, I do not care one jot about the 
Colonial Sugar RBfining Compuny, but I 
object to mi,statements being made about 
them which have a detrimental effect on the 
interests of the sugar-growers. It is a pity 
that the han. member for Mackay, Mr. Smith, 
did not take the opportunity of becoming 
acquainted with the conditions of the sugar 
industry before Yenturing to discuss the mat­
ter in another House. I notice that Mr. Fin­
la:ycion went back to the Federal Parliament 
and that he made an absolute mistake in the 
facts. The han. member said that if pric~s 
rose there was only one-sixth of the growers 
ir1 Qu:en,land who would get any advantage. 
That JS not true. In the case of some mills, 
all the advantage woul·d have gone to the 
growers, in the case of other mills t"o-thirds 
of the a·dYantage would have gone to the 
growers, and in the ease of others one-half 
of the advanta~c would huve gone to the 
growers. I think there were only two mills in 
the whole of the State that had an arrange­
ment under which they would get the whole 
advanto.ge of an increase in the price of 
sugar. 'What t'he hon. member got hold of was 
a statement made by the general manager of 
the Colonial . Sng·ar Refining Company-a 
statement wh,ch has been distorted. ThHt 
gentleman said that only one-sixth of their 
growers, who represent about one-fifth of the 
growers of Queensland, would benefit, and 
that statement was made to apply to one­
sixth of the ,,·hole of the growers in Queens. 
land, instead of to one-sixth or one-fifth of 
the growers; and that has been u'ed as an 
.argument against raising the prif'e {)f sugar 
for some months. I hold that it is wrong 
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for any section of the political party to 
use a stalking-horse of that kind for party 
purposes, seeing that in doing so they must 
injuriously affect large numbers of producers 
in Queensland. Again, in connection with 
the bounty and excise and the loss of over 
2s per ton of cane that occurred. ·when the 
Labour party came into power in the 
Federal Parliament in 1910, at the expira­
tion of the Braddon clause, they had a 
splendid opportunity offered to them for 
d<Jaling with this matter in a way that would 
be fair to the gro,Yers, an-d sati-sfactory to 
tho consumers, but, instead of doing so, they 
allm,ed the opportunity to pass, and that 
meant a loss for some vears of £150,000 to 
the sugar industry. Contrast their action 
with the attitude of Mr. Cook when he held 
office for a short time in 1913. During the 
few weeks he was in office, before the bounty 
and excise were abolished, he equalised 
the bounty to the excise, and by his 
action put £30,000 into the pockets of the 
Queensland sugar-growers. If Mr. Fisher 
had done the ~arne thing as ::vi:r. Cook did, 
we should for three years have been receiv· 
ing £150,000 more in connection with the 
industry. Then when the question of abolish­
ing the bounty and excise was mooted, it 
was insisted that that should only be done on 
the condition that the sug·ar industry was 
singled out from ·all other e.gricultural indus­
trie3, and brought under the operation of 
the Industrial Peace Act. vVe all know 
what has been the effect of the action of 
the Common\\·ealth Government in insisting 
that before the bounty and excise were 
abolished the industry should come under 
the provisions of the Industrial Peace Act. 

::\fr. GILLIES: They did not say that. 
Mr. SvVAYNE: The sugar-growers allowed 

the sugar industry to be brought within 
the scope of the Industrial Peace Act in 
order to get tho extra 2>>. per ton that all 
along should haYe been theirs. The 
sugar indnstry was the only agricultural in­
dustry which was singled out to come within 
the scope of that Act, in order to get the 
0xtra. 2s. per ton. I could go on talking 
about this question. but I am afraid that 
my time will not allow. I will have other 
opportunities of enlarging on this subject, 
and of showing that, so far as the sugar in­
dustry is concerned, it has been tho shuttle· 
cock, not of the Liberals, but of the 
Socialists. 

Mr. COLLINS (Bowen), who was received 
with Government cheers, said: Mr. Speaker. 
-I congratulate you on the position which 
you now hold in occupying the Speaker's 
chair. I have known you for a number of 
years, and I am satisfied you will fill that 
position with credit to yourself and to the 
House. During this debate I have listened 
with attention to the arguments put forward 
by members of the Opposition as to the causes 
of the defeat of the late Government. I 
have heard it said that we won the election 
on false pretences and by misrepresentation. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Heer, hear! 
Mr. COLLINS: I deny that. I say that we 

won this election as the l'P3ult of a quarter of 
a century of uphill fighting-(hear, hear!)­
as the result of a quarter of a century of 
organisation, and as a result of a quarter 
of . a century of sticking to the principles 
whiCh we are now about to place upon the 
statute-book. (Hear, hear!) That was the 
principal cause of our winning the election. 

GOVERNMENT ~1EMBERS: Hear, hear! 
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Mr. COLLINS : I do not believe that the 
butter question or the wheat question played 
such a great part in deciding the election 
as our friends opposite would have us to 
believe. 

J\1r. BEBBIXGTON: \Ve know it. 

Mr. COLLIXS: I am afraid the hon. 
member for Drayton has not been taking 
notice of the evolution that is taking place 
in the working classes in the States, in the 
Commonwealth, and throughout the civilised 
world. 

GOVERNMENT l'v1EMBERS: He.:1r, hear! 

Mr. COLLIXS: That is a point which my 
friends opposite have been ignoring-the 
e>·olution of the working class movement. 
vVe have in our industrial union to-day 
nearly double the numbers that we had in 
1912. At the last election in 1912, owing to 
the misrepresentations put forward by our 
opponents, we had only half the number of 
members that we have got here to-day. "As 
you sow so shall you reap." That is a true 
saying. Because of the misrepresentation 
which was sown by our friends opposite in 
1912, the people realised that they were not 
true, and that is the reason why they re­
turned the Labour Government to power on 
this occasion. I really consider that mem­
bers opposite have got more representation 
than they are entitled to at the present time. 
(Hear, hear !) They are purely representa­
tives of the capitalistic class, a class that is 
dying very rapidly in this State, and also 
in the Commonwealth, and right throughout 
the civilised world. (Hear, hear!) There 
are two paragraphs in the Governor's Speech 
which attracted my attention. They are-

" J'vly advisers, I rejoice to say, are 
resoh·ed to take whatever steps are 
necessary to co-operate, as far as possible, 
in the Commonwealth effort to make 
Australian assistance to the motherland 
even more effective, by providing more 
men and munitions, and supplies for the 
front, and I am sure their exertions to 
secure that object will be warmly 
seconded by you with whatever legisla­
tion is required. 

" I am confident that we shall prove 
ourselves worthy of our young heroes in 
the battle-line, by ensuring that none of 
them, on their return to Queensland, will 
be worse from a worldly point of view, 
than if•they had shown less courage and 
self-devotion. Tho Government has set 

. the example by guaranteeing that every 
Queensland State employee who has en­
listed will have his position and status 
in the public service carefully safe­
guarded. As regards the Queensland re­
cruits who were not in State employ­
ment, authorit: will be sought to enable 
the Lands Department to set apart areas 
of Crown land on which such of them as 
have aa inclination for agricultural pur­
cuits rna;,· be S(·ttled on their return to 
Qtwensland. Steps will also be taken to 
ascertain whether similar arrangements 
cannot be made on behalf of the ex­
service men of our o\vn kith and kin, who 
enlistPcl in other portions of the Empire 
for participation in this g-reat conflict in 
the cause of frf'0dom and justice against 
despotic outrage and aggre>sion." 

There is a lot of shoddy pahiotism going 
about at the present timP. (Hear, hear!) 
Whil ;t special appeals are made from time 

to time that the working class should en­
li,t and get to the front, there are a lot of 
people in this Commonwealth who are shirk­
ing their responsibilities. There arc a lot 
of people who have got something to defend, 
and who are continually writing articles 
to the daily Prec·e urging tho men out back, 
tho pride of our nation, to go to the front, 
while they themselves remain in the back­
ground, I want to got some information 
about th~"o gentlemen, and probably some 
of the bon. gentlemen sitting on the other 
side of the House will be ahle to supply 
me with the information. I find from 
" Knibbs Commonwealth Year Book " that 
there are ninets -five p·ersons in the Com­
monwealth who own 8,418,308 acres of land. 
That is a fairly big stake in the country. 
I hope the hon. member for Drayton io 
listening to this. \Vhat percentage of those 
ninety-five men have gone to the front? I 
would like to know what they have contri· 
buted up t-o the present to the cost of this 
war? It is that class which should be made 
to bear the bulk of the Pxpense in connec 
tion with this war. (Hear, hear!) 

?.1r. BEBBINGTON: \Vhy don"t you put a tax 
on them? 

l\'Ir. COLLINS: \Vhy don't we put a tax 
on them? \Vhy didn"t your Government, 
when they were in power, put a tax on them? 

GOVERNMENT l\iEMl'ERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. COLLINS: There are 361 other per­
sons who own 10,408,407 acres of land. How 
many of those 361 percons have gone to the 
front? 

Mr. MTJRPHY: How much of that is lease· 
hold? 

Mr. COLLINS : I am talking about free­
hold. This is all freehold. There are 689 
other per,ons who own 9,514,769 acres. How 
mrcny of them have gone to the front? 

J'dr. TOLMIE: In Queensland? 

1Ir. COLLINS: No. I am talking about 
the whole Commonwealth. There are 1,567 
other persons who own 10,754,656 acres. How 
many of them have gone to the front? It 
shows that we have in the Australian Com­
monwealth 2,712 pcr~ons who own 39,096,140 
acrPs of freehold. These are the people who 
inspire the lc:tding articles fr<'m time to time, 
and say that the working population should 
go to the frcnt. They are calling on all 
our young men to go to tho front, while 
they them·elvcs remain behind. I have no 
tim'c for their shoddy form ':lf patriotism . 
I object t-o any reflection being cast on 
working clue:~ men in Que{'nsland~ or the 
Cmnmonwenlth, or in any other part of the 
civilised world. (Hear, hear!) The work­
ing clr,ss arc the patriots. \Vhen yc•u get 
down to the bedrock of patriotism, you will 
find it is the working class who arc tho 
patriots. \Vhat sacrifice does a man make 
by contributing a few pounds to the patriotic 
fund? \Vhat sacrifice does he make. even if 
we have a system of taxation imposed on 
them, as compared with the sacrifice that a 
man makes by going to the front to uphold 
tho freedom which we Briti,hers boast about? 
Hon. member3 opposite talk about British 
freedom. What British freedom would they 
give when they introduced tho Inclu_,t.rial 
Peace Act, and pas,ed it through this House 
for the purpose of depriving Britishcrs of 
the freedom which we possessed for over a 
century? 

Mr. BEDBINGT0::-1 : Rot ! Tommy rot ! 

111 r. C ollirve. J 
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Mr. COLLINS: It is no rot at all. What 
do \Ve find about those who own most of 
the wealth of the State? 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: JYlore farmers have gone 
tD the front than any other class. 

Mr. COLLINS: Last year 942 persons 
paid income tax on £3,910,650. That is 
taken from the income tax returns. It shows 
that less than 1,000 persons own nearlv one­
eleventh of the totaC wealth produced in this 
State. How many of them have gone to the 
front to fight the Empire's battles? What 
have they contributed towards the cost of 
the war 'I \Ve are told that we are not likely 
to raise the amount in the old country or 
in thP Commonwealth. ''Nhat would be 
wrong in annexing the £910,000, and leaving 
them the £3,000,000? I hope the Government 
will take tho £910,000. At any rate, I am 
strongly in favour of it. Here are all our 
own people sacrificing their lives in the 
trenches at the Dardanelles, and ·" et we have 
942 persons in Queensland paying income tax 
on £3,910,000. 

Mr. BEBBTNGTON: How do you know that? 
Mr. COLLINS: I know the capitalistic 

class better than the bon. member for Dray­
ton. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: You know nothing about 
it. 

Mr. COLLINS: As a rule, a capitalistic 
class are not the patriots. They only expect 
the likes of the working class to be patriotic. 
\V e all know that there are people making 
enormous profits out of the war. I noticed 
the other night that a high official in thrs 
State went out of his wav to attack the 
working classes. U nles' the 'statement should 
be doubted, I will quote from the Brisbane 
" Courier" of yesterday. 

Mr. MuRPHY: Don't take any notiee of the 
"Courier." 

Mr. COLLI1\'S: But I happened to be 
there listening to the high official myself. 
(Hear, hear!) The "Courier" reports this 
high official as having said-

" What could be more lamentable than 
to see what was happening in South 
·wales, where the miners did not care 
one penny what became of our British 
fleet? It was enough to make anyone's 
blood boil." 

Mr. ToLMIE: Hear, hear ! 
Mr. COLLINS: I feel ashamed to think 

that the han. member for Toowoomba should 
say " Hear, hear" to that. It is enough to 
make one's blood boil when we know that 
there are eighty coalmine-owners who are 
the cause of 200.000 men being out on strike .. 

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
Mr. COLLINS: Theoe eighty men should 

be interned if the British Government 
possP~sed any backbone at all. (Hear, hear!) 
'I'hev are the men who are making enormous 
profit,; out of the proceeds of the sale of 
coal. What care they about the British 
Empire so long as the· profits go into their 
poclmts! Perhaps the British Government 
are like our friends opposite, and their svm­
pathies are with the eighty coalmine-owriers. 
Then sympathies are certainly not with the 
200.000 miners, who. under the hest of con­
ditions, only earn an average of 5s. per day. 
\Ve have the same sort of natriob here who 
talk about our g-reat Britieh Empire ! 'It is 
only a shoddy form of patriotism. If the 
British Empire goes under, it will not be 
the fault of the working classes. 

GoVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

[Jfr. Co1l£ns. 

Mr. COLLIXS: It will be the fault of 
the ruling classes-the aristocratic classes, 
who for ages past have been making the 
profits out of the working classes. (Hear, 
hear !) Speaking as a representative of the 
workers, we have no de, ire to see the 
British race go under at any time. \Ve h11ve 
no de,ire to see that, and although we may 
not posse>;;s ns grE';'l.t a measure o£ freedon1 
as \1\.·e ought t:J posse.:;s, we are on the eye 

of possessing it now, and we ob­
[5 p.m.] jcct to any high official. no mat-

ter who lw may be, casting re­
flections on the South Wales miners, or even 
upon the workero of Queensland. (Hear. 
hc'lr !) After all, where would you be in 
thio war if it were not for the workers? 
Your capitali·t dass-your "captains of in­
dustry," a.s ther are called-havP outlived 
their usefulnrs3. (Hear, hear!) They have 
proved that in this war. vVh;-, your Govern­
ments, if they were not possessed of so 
much timidity, would have taken over the 
means of production in the United King­
dmn yC'u_r,;; ago; and I am not too sure, be­
fore this w:u· is finished, that they will not 
find it necco-ar-c to take over the means of 
production in this great Empire. I am just 
going to read a quotation from a leaflet that 
was handed to me the other day. It reads 
as follows:-

" The history of nations does not 
move .. tt an oven pace; so1netimes changes 
occur slowly, almost insensibly; at other 
times they come so fast that it is diffi­
cult for individuals and nations to fol­
low changing circumstance with compre­
hension. Laot year our !ives pursued t~e 
even tenor of a wa v more or less In 
accord with Victorian times and tradi­
tions; this year witnesses that world­
shaking disaster, the social revolution 
predicted long since by Karl Marx." 

That is not a. quotation from an I. \V. L'. leaflet. 
That is a quotation from the L'niversity 
War Committee here in Queensland. They 
recognise-being, I suppose, intelligent human 
beings-that we are approaching the social 
revolution as predicted by Karl Marx. I 
was surprised when I read that. I had not 
too much faith in universities in tho past, 
so far as my class went; and I was sur­
prised to think that her0, in Queensland, 
we had such a radical l:niversity as to 
point out that we ''ere on the eve of great 
changes as predicted by Karl C\Iarx. I read 
Karl Marx as a young man, and narrowly 
esc-aped being put into His Majesty's gaol 
for having preached the gospel according to 
Karl J\Iarx, and to think that, even now, 
the cni;ersity recognises that great thinker­
one of the foremost thinkers of the nineteenth 
century-who predicted the failure of the 
sy"'tem under 1vhich we aro now living, and 
who predicted the collapse of the capitalist 
sy,tem, which I hope will collapse, if not 
b .. ,fore thi, war is over, after the war. be­
cause it hes outlived its usefulncl's. There 
is no need for me to quote at any length 
what Karl Marx rwlly did say would hap­
pen, because I suppose you are all well 
acquainted with his books. He pointed out, 
at ctnv rate. that the time would come when 
the e,;propriators would be expropriated, and 
that trme ought to hav<O come in Great 
Britain years ago. 

Mr. CoRSER interj eeted. 
:Ylr. COLLIXS: 1\1 v friend there ,·efers to 

I\Iarx like• a lot d other men. who I am 
confirlcnt have ncYcr read bin1-liko a lot of 
rnon quote and roncl0rnn p{Joplc, and yet ha YO 
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never rea-d the works of those people. It 
is ju-t the same as the hon. member for 
Carnarvon's definition of socialism. You are 
like!:, ro have State socialism right through­
out tho world, "hcther you like it or not, 
and it i. going to be the zalvation of 
civili<ttion. 

Mr. Vowu:s: Was not n1arx a German? 

Mr. COLLINS: My friend h<>re wants to 
know : " \Y as not he a German? " You 
should not make the~c silly interj0ctions for 
this reason: When I was in this Parliament 
a few years ago, I used to hear tlw lato 
hon. member fo:· Towm.ville, Sir Robert 
Philp, vraising up tho Germans over and 
over again--(hear, hear !)-and I want to 
sa:: that I objert to this shoddy patriotism. 
I have been in the far North; and I see 
the member for Toowoomba sitting there, 
and he was c; member of the late Government. 

Tho SErRETAHY Fon AGmcuLTCRE: Late 
la1ncntecl Government. 

Mr. COLLINS: Lamented" Never! (Go­
vernment laughter.) I have been in the far 
North, and wbt did I find 'I In the hon. 
member for Herbert's l'lectorate I found no 
BritishPr< thoro to any extent. I was on the 
Herbert Hiver last vear organising and 
what -did I find 1 · ' ' 

Mr. 'l'OL)TJE: Italians. 

Mr. COLLINS: I found that, out of 420 
caneoutters, twenty-nine of them only could 
be classed as British Australians-twenty­
nino of them-and the rl"lt· were foreigners. 
'When vou went a little furthe1' north in the 
Innisfall districts, yon found tho greatest 
conglomeration of white races that exists 
in any part of Queensland-a conglomera­
tion of racP,-and I oaw men working- in the 
canefields who wore brought out by the Den­
ham Government-aliens to the country-and 
~orought here as ag·ainGt Britishers. In fact, 
1t \Vas a c>rlniG, to son1o extent. on tho Her­
bert River to speak the English language. 
I walked through the streets of Halifax on a 
Saturday, and if I heard anyone speak tho 
language \vhich I profc.-; to speak, I used 
to turn round with astonishment. (Laugh­
ter.) Why. in the far North last' year­
north of Townsville-you had 1,200 white 
foreigners working in your ~~ •. nefields, brought 
there bv tho .:J:·nham Government. One thou­
sand two hundred of them ! Y ct these 
people talk about the British race, and do 
not encourage the British ra<'C, because I 
had been through the canefields seven ye:1rs 
b:·fore an_d I noticed that tho n:<tive popula­
tion was m tho canefield' at that particnlar 
time. and the late Government allowed a 
race of people to como in who are not up 
to our le\ el, whatever may be oaid. 

Mr. TouriE: ·what is this race you are 
talking of? 

Mr. COLLI:::\S: I told vou thev were a 
conglomeration. I could not mention all of 
them. 

The SEt R8TARY FOR AGRIC'CLTURE : He rs 
talking of the Donham importations. 

Mr. COLLI:'\IS: I believe in the race 
to which I belong. I am proud of that race, 
and there are many men of my race be­
nc,ath the soil of '!<'ranee. That is bettor 
than talking patriotism, I •,uy that tho 
expenses incurred by this \var ought to be 
borne ontirclv b,, the wealthv cla;;,os in 
Australia, because they have got something 
to lose, and thoy arc not going to the 

front as they ought to go to the front. 
Coming now to the part of the Speech deal­
ing with high pricPs. High prices! I could 
a! ways point out the cause of high prices 
without any bother. It is easy to point out 
the cause. The cause is thP profit made by 
the capitalist clac,s. I will provo my case, 
as I am not in the habit of making stute­
ments unlecs I can prove thorn ; and I am 
going to prove it from the income tax re­
turns. If any hon. member looks at the 
returns for the year 19%-9 he will find that 
the people paid in income tax £9,187,846, 
and for the year 1913-14 they paid in in­
come tax £16,274,500; or, in othPr words, 
from 1908-9 to 1913-14 the increase amount& 
to £7,086,654. 

:Mr. ToLMIE: £5,000,000 went intc the 
Savings Bank during that time. 

I\Ir. COLLINS: I am t:tlking about the 
income tax return. That is, less than 14,000 
people in Queensland have taken a very 
large proportion of the wealth of Queens­
land, as the hon. member knows. He knows 
that as well as I know it. I want to point 
out, in connection with our meat, that we 
pay too hig·h a price for it at the present 
moment. It is no use talking about wages 
being on the incrcasf\ and so on. There 
comes a time when wages cannot increase 
any higher in connection with many indus­
tries. 

Mr. ToL~!IE: You bought a lot of second­
class meat only yesterday. 

Mr. COLLINS : More than likely we will 
require very drastic legislation yet to deal 
with this qm 'tion in order to give the 
people cheap meat, however we may offend 
the friends of our friends on the Opposition 
benches by doing so. Are the pastoralists 
making a profit out of this war? Yes. \Vhat 
does tho income tax return go to show, so 
far as the po:.toralists are concerned? For 
the year 1912-13 we find that they paid 
income tax on £2,602,429, and in the year 
1913-14 they paid income tax on £3,716.218, 
or, in other words, they increased their 
income by £1,113,789. And then people 
wonder at the high price of meat. Talk 
about the robbers of the Middle Ages ! Why, 
there are no greater robbers than these. 
and in a time of war, too. 'l'hen they have 
the audacity to come along to a patriotic 
meeting and contribute £5 or :£10 towards the 
patriotic fund. 'l'alk about rctising revenue­
financing the State-why, it is quito easy. 

Mr. lVIURl'HY: If it is easy, why shoul-d 
thcv say tho outlook is gloomy? 

Mr. COLLIXS ; \V e know the cry that we 
are alw.1vs beaten when we arc not beaten. 
\Y c arc going to win, no matter how long 
the ptrugglo may last. In the early days of 
this Labonr movement, we nsed to fight a 
forlorn hope, but the Briti'h race is used 
to fighting forlorn hopes. I belong to the 
race thnt helped to blaze the tra~k. to 
plough the fields and sow the seed, and I am 
very pleased I am here at the reaping- of the 
harvest. (Government laughter.) I made 
a ,,tatemcnt during n1,v oi0ction campaign 
that when the complete retnrns for the 
vear wu.; made out in connection with the 
income tax, they wonld go to show that, 
notwithetanJing the v•ar, th,-,re had bP•.'n a 
considerable increase. Now, I will give you 
the lig-ur·cs. l: p to tho end of June, 1914. 
thev received £472.918 3s. 1d., and for 1915 
we "received £517,272 19s. 6d., or an increase 
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of £44,354 16s. Sd. in income tax, and I am 
satisfied that "hen we get the complete 
returns they will go to show that at least 
the p~storalists have increased their incomes 
bv another £500,000. They will go to show 
that tho merchant cla"es have ill creased their 
income~; and they will go to show that the 
manufacturing class have increased their 
inconu~s. In fact, those few people who pay 
income tax haYe take:n too large a share 
of the wealth that is produced in this State. 
I ron1ember, as a young man, in the V(l'ar 

1888, listening to Sir Samuel Griffith, \~hen 
he said this·~ 

" The great social problem is not how 
to accumulate wealth, but how to get 
a n1ore equal distribution of it." 

That is the problem before this party at the 
present time, and that is the problem we 
have to solve-how to get a more equal dis· 
tribution of the wealth that is produced in 
this State of Queensland. That is the re<tson 
we are going to attempt to de<tl with the 
regulation of prices. I quite agree that the 
value of a commodity is the value of the 
labour in the commodity. We do not take 
abnorm"l times, we take things under normal 
conditions. We take things on the law of 
averages, not just picking out "my farm," 
where a drought exists. And I would like to 
remind the hon. member for Drayton, by 
the way, that I represent a district that is 
suffering from very severe drought, at lea't 
'a part of it, from more severe drought than 
any other part of the State. But, notwith­
standing the drought, I would like to remind 
him, too, that I have been returned by 
farmers, and I am just as much a repre­
sentative of the farmers as the hon. member 
for Drayton, or even, perhaps, the hon. 
member for Burnett. 'N e had ·a lot from 
the hon. member for Carnarvon about the 
supply and demand. We h<tve got to ask 
ourselves the question when we are dealing 
with the supply of meat-Is there any 
shortage of cattle in Queensland? And in 
answer to that we find that there is no 
shortage of cattle in Queen~land. The 
number of cattle in the Commonwealth is 
11,087,513, and we find that we have no fewer 
than 5,369,741 in Queensland. Where does 
your argument come in about supply and 
demand? (Hear, hear !) Do you think I am 
concerned when I am told what the Ameri­
can pays for his beef or mutton? \Vh<tt I 
am concerned about is what we, as a self­
governing State, are paying for our meat. 
(Hear, hear !) 

Mr. BERTRAM : Too much. 

Mr. COLLtNS: Of course, we are. Fancy 
a small popul<ttion such as we are-a little 
over 600,000 persons-possc9sing neat'ly half 
the cattle in the Commonwealth, and then 
paying the enormous prices for meat that we 
are paying at the present time ! 

Mr. 'TOLMIE: You got in on it. Why don't 
you do it? 

Mr. COLLIJ'\iS: We are going to do it. 
The han. member belongs to a party who do 
nothing but talk, talk, talk, but '•' e belong 
to .a party of a:?tion. (Hear, hea~ !) We are 
g~nng t<;> do ,thmg~. W? are going to makE' 
history m this State such as never w:ts made 
bef:1re in the civilised world. We are out to 
m<tke it-at least, I am out to make historv 
-(laughter)-to do things no matter wh~t 
you ma-'· call us. I am not afraid of being 
calle·1 ·this or that. I have been called 

[Jfr. Collins. 

names. but they have no effect on me. I 
"·ant to see the lowest reach the level of a 
fair average. 

Jl.h. M1'RPHY: The Secretarv for Educa· 
tion is ."topping home lessons. " 

Mr. COLLINS: He wiil have to ge 
through his school-books and cut out all the 
parts which teach the people how to run 
thl'ir b1yonet through another mom's child. 
and those in other pa.rts of the civilised 
world will have to follow his example. 
Leaving that aspect of the question alone for 
a few minutes, I want to make reference to 
our electoral law. Hon. memuers opposit" 
sn.y that it was a good lttw for us. I say it 
was not a good law for us. The absent vote 
wa> a long way n.head of the postal vote 
system-(hcar, hear !)-because I know from 
my own experience that we had between 800 
and 900 workers who had left the Burdekin 
three months or four months before the elec­
tion. and will han. members on that side of 
the Home "'av that those BOO or 900 men 
recorded their votes by poet? They are 
afrai·d of the postal vote. 

Mr. CoRSFR: Afraid of what? 

Mr. COLLI::-JS: Eight hundred or 900 left 
the Burdekin and the part which I represent 
owing to the terrible drought whi.ch exist&­
I suppose the most terrible that has hap­
pened there since 1862-and those 800 men 
were disfranchised. And th~se men talk 
about being British ! Why, all their actions 
in the past 11re un-British. I am one of 
those who stand for equal rights for all, but 
here we .see your pioneering 1nen, the 1nen 
who were working in your canefields, the 
men who did a lot of your dirty work, so to 
speak, living under harsh conditions, de­
prived of the rights of the franchise, and I 
know -shat the conditions are under which 
they live, because I can claim th<tt I have 
visited every canefield from Bundaberg to 
Mosman, and walked over most of the cane­
field~ of the Northern area. Therefore, I 
know the conditions under which the workers 
and the conditions under which the farmers 
have to live, and I knew at the time of the 
election that we were going to get the 
far>ner's vote, and for that reason I am in 
this House to-day. Hon. members oppositf' 
cannot claim any more than we can claim 
on this side that they represent the farmers, 
because outside the han. member for Mirani 
we repreeent all the sugai· 'districts from 
Bunda berg to the Mosman. (Hear, hear!) 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: The butter districts did 
not vote for you. 

Mr. COLLI::-JS : The han. member can 
think of nothing else but butter; he seems 
to think there is no other industry. He does 
not think that the eugar industry is the most 
important that we have here, from an em­
ploying standpoint. 

The SECRETARY l!'OR AGRICULTURE : Or any 
other State. 

Mr. COLLINS: And we are anxious to 
.-eo our coastal districts settled with a white 
1 opulation. and yet thec;;e pioneers were de~ 
l •rived of their votr,s owing to the Elections 
Act passed by hon. members on the othei" 
side. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: \Vhat are you howling 
about? 

Mr. COLLINS: Another me<tsure on the 
rrogramrne is the repeal of thB Industria.! 
Peace Act. The Industrial P~ace Act was a 
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disgrace to any country which professed to 
be British. It contains a clause to take away 
from men the right to knock off work when 
they thought fit and proper. Talk about the 
Germans ! I am inclined to think there is 
no law like that in Germany. At any rate, 
we intend to repeal it. I have some experi­
ence of that particular Act. I know it is 
not put into force. We were told that an 
award was equal to a law. Now, if a.n 
award was equal to a law, it was the dutv 
of the Government to enforce the Jaw. Di-d 
they enforce it at Goondi, as my friend the 
bon. member for Herbert kno·,; s? 

Tho SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : No. 
An HoNOUR\BLE MEMBER: Or in any part 

of Quefnsland. 

Mr. COLLINS: No; and the Australian 
Workers' Union had to expend its funds to 
get convictions against unscrupulous em­
ployers of labour, because tbcre are un­
scrupulous employers, and very unscrupulous 
they are-men who employed Italians on the 
E erbert River, and tried to do them out of 
their v. ag8s. 

An Hm!OC:RABLE ME}fBER: \Vhat about the 
hon. member fo;· Drayton? 

Mr. COLLINS: I do not know about him. 
He seems a fairly decent chap, so far us I 
am concerned, and I hope to convert him 
yet. (Government laughter.) I say that the 
award was not carried out. The Aus­
tralian \Vorkers' Union had to institute 
proceedings and pay the costs even after the 
matter had been referred to the department, 
and we were advised by the department to 
take action. I can mention two cases-Plane 
Creek and Pleystowe-where the prosecution 
of these companies by that organisation, 
even allowing that the union was successful 
and had a certain amount of force allowed 
by the court, cost the organisation over £40 
That is in the district of the hon. member 
for Mirani, who only sticks in "by the skin 
of his teeth "-(Government laughter)-and 
I am satisfied that if I had been orgtLnising 
in the electorate for three years he would 
not have been here at all. (Renewed 
laughter.) 

Mr. APrEL: You know the tricks of the 
trade. 

Mr. COLLINS : The same thing applies 
to the cases which the organisation was suc­
ceRsful in prosecuting in the Bundaberg dis­
trict. It cost the union a large amount of 
money to get the award enforced. We were 
not in favour of the Act. We were not 
carried away with enthusiasm of the Act, 
which only emanated from very small minds, 
indeed. Then, as to the sawmilling indus­
try, an attempt was apparently never made 
"to carry out the award. Within the last 
fortnight, tho secretary of the Queensland 
branch of the Australian Workers' Union 
has to write to Messrs. Davis, Binnie, and 
Company, at Woodford, calJing attention to 
the fact that the award which came into 
operation on 16th February had not been 
paid. He had also occasion to write to 
Messrs. \Voodl'oo Brothers, of CaboolturL, 
drawing their attention to the fact that they 
had not paid the award rates. What was 
the Government doing? Why did they not 
carry out their legislation which they were 
so anxious to put on the statute-book to the 
detriment of the workers of Queensland? 
In fact, all through, the policy of the 
department, until the Labour Government 
assumed power, had always offered induce-

ments to the employers to evade payments 
made by the Industrial Court, inasmuch as 
tho employer continued to pay the less rate 
until the matter was brought under notice 
of the department. The late Government 
was simply a Government of plutocrats ad­
ministering the law of this State in the 
intere<,te of plutocracy. What surprises me 
is that hon. members opposite get into 
Parliament at all. The wonder is that they 
are able to gull the electors as they have 
gulled thBm in the past. The department, 
instead of prosecuting immediately and 
teaching the employers a lesson, simply 
agreed that as long as the back payments 
were made nc prosecution would follow. 
The policy becamB very general of not 
paying the award rates until they were 
found out, and then simply paying the back 
time without interest. I do not intend to 
deal with the Industrial Peace Act any 
longer, but I will pass on to what my friend, 
the hon. member for Mirani, referred to­
the sugar industry. Of course, we all know 
that the attention of this House from time 
to time has been occupied at great length 
bv this great industry, and the Liberal Go­
vernment, when in power, were always going 
to do this and that for the sugar industry, 
and for the sugar-growers, but they never 
did anything for them, only talk, talk, talk, 
and it has been left to this party to do 
something for the sugar-growers. W <;' did 
more before Parliament met than the Lrberal 
Governments did during their fifty yea,rs of 
office. I have already received letters from 
the sugar·growers at Proserpine congratu­
lating the Government on the stand they have 
taken. My friend, the hon. member for 
Mirani, infers that under a cert::dn set of 
conditions they would have got 19s. 6d. per 
ton more than they will get under the Go­
vernment's proposal. Why did he not see 
that the Government which he sat behind 
for years provided that they got that 19s. 
6d. ? The sugar-growers have awakened from 
their long sleep. They saw th0ir only hope 
was to vote for the Labour party. And 
bere I want to offer a word of advice to 
the farmcn' party. There is no need for IL 

farmers' party in this HousP, because we 
on this side of the House represent the 
biggest farming industry in Queensland. I 
am surprised that the hon. member for 
Burnett interjects. The other night practi­
cally the whole of his spePch might be sum­
med up in these lines-" I am an indivi­
dualist. I stand alone. I am a party of 
myself." Is that what he has been doing 
for the farmers? Is that the co-operation 
he has been teaching the fo rme1·s? I was 
organising among3t the men. and I told 
everv farmer I came across. " Get into your 
orga.nisa tion ; get a union of your own; get 
away from the Australian Sugar Producers' 
Association. Get your own union orga.niscd 
and get b0tter co'Pditions the same ns we 
have organised and got better conditions." 
That is my advice to the farmers, but do 
not organise outside the Labour party. 
(Laughter.) We are capable of looking after 
them, and I am quite satisfied that we will 
look after them better than th,cy have ever 
been looked after in the past. At any rate. 
what is the position of the far ncrs of 
Queensland after fifty years of self-govern­
ment in this State? Fifty years of Liberal 
government in this State? Wbat do the 
income tax returns go h show? I remember 
making a speech in this House in 1911 
dealing with that particular question, and 
I pointed out that only 1,400 farmers paid 

Mr. Collins.] 
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income tax in this State, and I find that for 
1912-13 only 2,040 paid income tax, out of 
all the thousands, and we have nearly 5,000 
in connection with the sugar industry. Then, 
we have thousands of farmers who follow the 
occupation of dairymen, and so forth, and yet 

out of the thousands of farmers 
[5.30 p.m.] we have in Queensland, after 

fifty years of Liberal Govern­
ments supported by members like the hon. 
member for Drayton, we find that in the 
year 1914 only 3,377 farmers paid income 
tax. I am prepared to say that after three 
years of Labour Government there will be 
more than 3,377 farmers paying income tax. 
Comin!2' bc.ck to the sugar industry, I wish 
to pomt out to sugar-growers that we can­
not right all th,·ir wrongs-that is the wrongs 
of fifty years-in one session of Parliament, 
nor in many sePSions of Parliament. As I 
pointed out in my election addre,,es, if a 
Labour Government is to do effective work 
it must remain in office for a period of nine 
years, or three Parliaments. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : That is 
assured. 

Mr. COLLINS : I believe it is assured. 
IV e. are going step by step and proceeding, 
as rt were, by evolution. The action of the 
Government in fixing the price of the raw 
products was a splendid move. 

Mr. BEBBI")[GTON : Not for us. 

Mr. COLLINS: Well, later on we will 
regulate the price of butter and cheese, and 
see that tlw farmer gets a fair price for 
those products, even in normal seasons. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: You have acted to our 
detriment. 

::'lir. COLLINS: I do not want to weary 
the House on this subject, but I should like 
to read a q notation from the " Cairns 
Times" of the 3rd July, 1915, a Labour 
paper whi0h is an authority on the suo-ar 
industry. That newspaper says-

0 

" For the season 1913 the price secured 
by the Mulgrave Central Mill for their 
raw sugar was £15 3s. lld., and last 
year the price was £14 14s. 4~d. per ton. 
Th!s y_ear they will get £18 per ton, 
whJCh rs equal to £2 per ton of cane on 
a ba,is of 9 tons of cane to tho ton of 
sugar. If from that is taken the cost 
of manufacture equal to Ss. 3. 7d. per ton, 
that will leave £1 Us. Sd. per ton to be 
paid the farmer for his cane. In this 
district the cane is a better average than 
that,and 8~ tons of cane will probably 
proJuce a ton of sugar. That will mean 
after deducting the cost of manufacture 
as of last year, Ss. 3. 7d .. that £1 14s. Old. 
will probably be fixed as the average 
price to be paid for all r ane of that 
quality in this district, irrespective of 
whe~her it is crush~d at the Mulgrave, 
Babmda. or Coloma! Sugar Refining 
Company's milL as compared Kith all 
an•roze price of £1 Ss. lOd. paid by the 
Mulgrave Mill Company in 1913, arid £1 
5s. 10~cl. per ton paid for the 1914 crop. 

" This n1cans an average increase of 
about Ss. l~d. per ton in the profits that 
wrll be secured by the farmers growing 
for the central milL" 

\Vill tlw hon. member for Drayton say that 
we are not the friends of the farmers? 

;y{r. BEBBINGTON: Prov" it. 
Mr. APPEL: Have they got as much cane 

this year? 

[Mr. Collins. 

Mr. COLLINS : The hon. member for 
Albert interjects, " Have they got as much 
cane this year?" All Queensland is not 
suffering from a drought. I am tired of 
listening to what I term the " stinking-fish " 
party. In some parts of Queensland the 
farmers have fairly good crops. I represent 
what is perhaps tho most drought-stricken 
district in Queensland, that is the Burdekin 
district, where the farmer" have practically 
no crops, except in places where the land 
has been irri!l"ated. If the Liberal party had 
done their duty in the past, the whole of 
that land would have been irrigated. I am 
wrry tho hon. member made that interjec­
tion, as ib has thrown me off the track. 
However, to return to the quotation, the 
writer continues-

" That means an average increase of 
about 8s. ltd. per ton in the profits that 
will be secured by the farmers growing 
for the central mill, and as the Colonial 
Sugar Refining Company have usually 
paid their growers about 4s. 6d. ]P'~ than 
the central mill, it will mean an average 
increa'e for those farmers of about 12s. 
7d. per ton of cane." 

That is, the Colonial Sugar Refining Com­
pany will be made to pay up; they ought 
to have been made to pay up long ago, as 
they have been crippling the -development of 
the North. That we should be short of 
sugar in Queensland is a disgrace to past 
Governments in this State. I have tra veiled 
over the land on most of the coast line in 
the North, and I know that in the Herbert 
district alone there is sufficient good land to 
grow all the sugar Australia requires. 

Mr. APPEL: You don't attribute the c~tuse 
to the hon. member, do you? 

Mr. COLLINS: No; I lay the fault at the 
door of the Liberal Governments of the past, 
of which the hon. member for )\Jbert was a 
member. He may have been the best among 
the members of those Governments; at any 
rate, I know he was a radical during the 
election. (Hear, hear! and laughter.) I 
just want to refer to one other matter in 
connection with the sugar industry, and that 
is the number of persons employed in the 
industry. At th" Pioneer Mill, in my 
electorate, I addressed a meeting of the 
men, and I inquired why it was that 
there were so few men present, and where 
were the others. The men said, " They 
are all here, Charlie ; the others are 
J aps." The other workers were coloured 
aliens. At the Kalamilt Mill the same con­
'lition with regard to the number of coloured 
aliens employ,ed in the mill prevailed. In 
the district represented by the hon. member 
for Herbert vou can sec Chinese working 
on the tramlincs, and coloured people of 
all nationalities working in the sugar-mills. 
The people who employ those coloured aliens 
claim to be potriot•,. 'I'hey ought to be in­
tC>rned as traitors to their race. (Hear, 
hear!) Very few people- are aware of the 
danger which threatens the far North of 
Queensland from the employm<' :t of coloured 
nliens. Om· of the reasons whv I stopped 
there was that I knew the Government were 
undern1ining our work by encouraging their 
employment in that part of the State, which 
is the most fertilG of any part of Queensland. 
I would make it a crime for any man to sit 
in this Parliament unles' he has visited that 
part of Queensland and seen its fertility. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON : Ha Ye you eve: seen any 
other part of QuePnsland? 
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Mr. COLLINS : The Government should 
pay the passage of members visiting the 
North, so that they may have a fair oppor­
tunity of becoming acquainted with the 
country and its resources. I wish now to 
refer to a few local matters. I asked a 
question of the Minister for Railways this 
afternoon with respect to the amount of 
money that has been spent on railway con­
struction in different parts of Queensland. 
The answer was that in Townsville the 
amount was £3.383,987; Cairns, £2.015,422; 
Mackay, £428,876; Cooktown, £367,283; 
Normanton, £283,556; and Bowen-poor 
Bowen-(laughter)-£268,138. 

Mr. KIRWAN: The Cinderella of the North. 

Mr. COLLINS : Yes. Bowen is the Cin­
derella of the North. We have an extensive 
coalfield in the district. 

Mr. APPEL: Hear, hear! 

Mr. COLLIKS: I am glad to hear the 
hon. member for Albc,rt say "Hear, hear.'' 

Mr. APPEL : I had something to do with it. 

Mr. COLLINS: I wish to read to the House 
an extract from tho Townsville " Bulletin" 
of 1st .Julv, 1915, with reference to that 
coalfield. The writer my··-

" There are four -,yorkable seams on 
the field-viz., the Bowen, 20 feet to 
30 feet thick ; the Denison, 5 feet to 
10 feet; the Scott or Kennedy, 4 feet 
to 10 feet; and the Garrick, from 4 feet 
to 8 feet; or, roughly, in the four seams, 
40 feet." 

Mr. APPEL: And coal of excellent quality, 
too. 

Mr. COLLIKS: As the hon. member for 
Albert 'a}o, the coal is of excellent quality. 
There is al~o a very large quantity. available. 
The writer of the article from which I have 
quoted says-

" The coal necessary to supply the 
whole of Queensland for the next 500 
years can be mined from this valley. 
Looking from an optimistic point of 
view, and allowing that Queensland in 
the next few hundred vears had a 
population greater than the" United King-­
dom or tho United States, and had a 
g-r<'ator export trade in coal than either, 
and that no other coal "as available for 
or to Queensland, thi" valley alone would 
, llffice for 500 years." 

Thoro is a natioL'tl asset, and the Govern­
ment ought to see that it is r,~tained as a 
national aHet. The people of Queensland 
fl re the lart~est corumrners of coal, as they 

_ require great quantitio~ for their rail wa:y \,, 
and in the interest cof the State we ought to 
possess a portion of the coal in that field. 
I notice that the J\Tinister for Lands is in 
favour of building railways ahead of settle­
ment. I \\ cmld point out to him th> t there 
i., no better place in \ihich to try that ex­
periment than in the Bowen River Coalfield. 
At the present time we have over 500,000 
"teres of land therf', which can be resumed 
at once for clo<;:cr sett.lmnent. I n1ake no 
apology for quoting- a lett0r by Mr. E. W. 
Lymburnt'r, which appeared in the Bowen 
"Indcpondunt " of 9th :iYiay, 1911, bocauco, 
although the letter is a few years old, the 
land is still there. Mr. Lymburner writes 
as folio" s : -

" Sir.-I have road with great in­
terest Mr. Massy's remarks to the Minis-

ter for Railways as report.ed in your 
issue of the 15th ultimo, on the proba­
bility of the Bowen River country being 
well adapted for closer settlement. not 
only as a coalfield, but on account of 
the huge area of rich agricultural land. 
A large extent of the land on Havilah 
and Bvervvon is first-claf< ,~ agricultural, 
and the same applies to larg-o areas on 
Sonoma and Emu Plains. The Bowen 
River maY be considered as one of the 
fine't Ftre~ms of "ater in North Queens­
land, from which immense areas could 
be irrigated at a very low cc,t. The 
country, in my opinion, is uqual to the 
Darling Downs for wheat or cereal 
crop><, and with a railway tD the banks 
of i.hc Bowen River, pc·ople would flock 
there in hundreds. There is no danger 
of flood: in fact, I firmly believe, with 
a railway to the Bowen River, there 
would be a sernnd Toowoomba spring up 
in a very few years. In 1884 I surveyed 
a trial lim' to Sonoma with the inten­
tion of carrying it on tD the top of the 
Leichhardt Range, via Parrot Creek, 
h.lVing prcviouely mad0 a flying survey 
of tho route. Of course, at that time 
there was no :iYierinda :iYfeatworks or 
bridge over the Don River, so I took 
a course midwav between the Don and 
Euri Crook, ai1cl crossing the Bogie 
about 2 miles above Mount Pleasant 
StatiDn, and through what was known as 
Pelican Crock Gap. In this trial sur­
vey the steepest grade was Dno in sixty­
six. There are no engineering difficulties 
on the line, and by starting at Merinda, 
the only bridge in consequence would be 
the Bogie I sincerely trust this matter 
will be lwpt alive, as the coalfields are 
a national belonging. In conclusion, I 
say, go for the railway, and get it. 

" Yours, etc., 
''E. \V. LnmvRNER." 

Of course, thev have not got the railway yet. 
11r. APPEL: Now it will be assured to 

therr1. 

"'Ir. COLLINS: Yes. we hope that they 
will get it in the near future, as the people 
de~0rvc it. There is a vast mineral field in 
the great Cloncurr:v district, which in the 
future will "upport tens of thousands of 
minero and hundreds of thousands of a popu­
lation. I have faith in our State, and do 
not believe in crying "sti11king fish." To 
-develop that portion cf Qucen·,land we shall 
require cheap coal for its den·lopment. By 
constrw.·i ing a rail way from Bowen t? this 
coalfield we can supply our own rallways 
vv1th poal, and \'>\ 0 can supply our ovvn sugar­
mills. otncl in addition we can supply Char­
ters Tm' crs. \Ye cGn also supply the smelt­
ing works in the Cloncurry di·,trict. and 
make th:~.t part of Q,,ecnsland prosperou'. 

1\iir. JHt:TRPHY: You can get it cheaper and 
quicker from Mount Mulligan. 

Mr. COLLI:'\S: I have been at Mom.t 
1\I ulligan, and I do not wish to say any­
thing against Mount Mulligan, but there is 
only a 2 feet 7 inch scam there, and it is not 
to be compared with the seam of coal which 
we have got at this place. \Ve have 500,000 
acres of land there, which is 8tated to be 
equal to the Darling Downs, and it is fit 
for close settlement. It is also available 
at any moment. The only thing that stand' 
in the wa·.- is the construction of a railway, 
and if we" get that railway it will make that 

1l1 r. Collins.] 
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r,art of Queensland one of the most prosper­
ous parts of the State. 
GovERN~!ENT ME~fBERS: Hea"·, hear! 
l\Ir. FOLEY (Mundingbu,.ra): I move that 

tho hon. member for Bowen be granted an 
extension of time to finish his spcAch. 

Mr. COLLINS: I do not desire an ex­
tension of time. 
* Mr. MOORE (Aubigny): It was with a 
good deal of dissatisfaction that I listened 
to the Govnrnor's Speech, and heard the 
legislation foreshadowed for this session. 
It seems to have bPen made for the benefit 
of the Labour party, and not for the far­
mers' pa!'ty. During the election we heard 
a. good deal about the roads a.nd railways 
tha.t were going to be made for the benefit 
of the farmer, but these things seem to be 
left out of the programme altogether. From 
the farmers' point of view the legislation 
forc-:hadowed is for the benefit of the con­
sumer. I would like to congratulate the 
mover and seconder of the AddreBs in Reply 
for the way they spoke. I cannot agree 
with all that thev said, because, from a 
producers' point of view I could not do so. 
I was plea5ed to notice that the Minister 
for Railways expressed his own individual 
opinion against the guarantee system of rail­
ways, but I am sorry that no opinion on that 
matter has been exprpqsed by the Govern­
ment. I consider that the guarantee rail­
way system is one of the grE'atest burdens 
that the producers have got to bear. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIOCLTCRE: You did 
not say that when you were asking for the 
railways. 

Mr. MOORE : It is one of the planks in 
the platform of the farmers' party to abolish 
the guarantee railway system. That is one 
of the things "We hope to see abolished, and 
I am pleased that the Minister for Railways 
has expressed his qwn individual opinion 
against it. 

Mr. MURPHY: He has got a guarantee 
railway in his own electorate. 

Mr. MOORE: In connection with railway 
matters there is one other thing that I would 
like to have seen mentioned in the Speech. 
I would like to have seen some ment.ion made 
of the connection with the Southern and 
Central systems of railway. I would like to 
have seen a connection made between the 
railways in the Kingaroy district. There 
are only about 10 or 15 miles of railway 
required to link up the two railway systems, 
and seeing that there is only that short 
distance, I hope the Government will bring 
about the desired communication. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You have 
done very well in that district. 

Mr. MOORE : We want to do better. We 
want to be able to get our stock conveniently 
from the Kingaroy di,trict to tho Downs, 
and vice versa without wasting time and 
money in sending them right round by 
the railway as it exist' at present. So far 
as railways arc concerned, I hope that the 
Railway Department will work more in har­
mony with tho Post and Telegraph Depart­
ment in allowing more faniliti~s for tho 
country districts than they are doing at the 
present time. Every regulation and expense 
is put in the way of the selectors at the 
present time. 

The SECRUARY FOR RAILWAYS: Which line 
are you asking for? 

[Mr. Collins. 

Mr. MOORE: I will allow the .M!nister 
to choose the route himself. l see 1~ IS pro­
posed to refer all rail~ays to. a pubhc works 
committee. I am qmte sat1sfied that that 
committee will pick the best route. Then 
we come to the question uf main roads. It 
is also a leading plank in the plat.form of the 
farmers' party. There is no mentiOn of _roads 
in the Governor's Speech. \Ve would hke .to 
!-now i£ tho Government intend to reeogmse 
its obligations in contributing to the. cost. cf 
making roads which are used for haulmg tim­
ber for tho benefit of the Crown Lands De­
partment. At. th: present time .the Go;er;'­
mcnt haul then t1mber over the road"c, but ao 
not contribute one penny to the cost of the 
makin~ or upkeep of tho''8 roads. I ~ope 
that a~ expression of opinion -will be g1Yon 
on this 1.:.1atter by the Governn1?nt, because 
we have heard it mentioned at different local 
authoritie,~' c>-}ninrcn('CS by Labour men1bers, 
who haye stated they would inquire into the 
matter as soon as thov got into power, but wo 
have never heard a'llything more about it. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : The 
matter of getting into Parli~n:e:t;t was never 
mentioned at a local authont1es conference. 

Mr. APPEL: A contribution from the 
royalty was mentioned. 

Mr. MOORE: Then last, but not le:>st, 
there is no mention made about the subject 
of prickly-pear, which is the greatest c_urse 
that Queensland has at the present tune. 
The idea is held by a good many people 
that it does not matter, but a large area 
is becoming infested with it .. I remember 
that a lady once asked her f~tend was any­
thing being done about the pnckly-]:!ear, and 
the friend said " There are two thmgs that 
no one mentio~s, that is snow in Canada, 
and prickly-pear in Queensland." 

The PREMIER: What do you say should be 
in the Speech about prickly-pear? 

Mr. MOORE : I expected to see what le.gis­
lation was foreshadowed on that questt~:m. 
At the present time I do not see anythmg 
about prickly-pear in the Speech at all. 

The PREMIER: Will you suggest what 
legislation would suit? 

Mr. MOORE: I will suggest it later on. 
The PRE}f!ER: Suggest it now. 

Mr. MOORE: Well, I suggest that the 
land should be given to the man "ho cloors 
it. When he clears a portion, he should get 
a title, and so encourage him to clear more. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : They 
have had that. 

Mr. BERTRAM: Your leader expreo,sed eom­
pleto satisfaction with the policy of the 
GoYernmcnt. 

Mr. MOORE: I dare say he did. I don't. 
(Laughter.) 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICCLTURE: A dis­
pnte in the party already. 

Mr. MURPHY: Ko party is sathfied with 
itR le<'.der. (Laughter.) 

Mr. ::'.'IOORE: The legislation which is fm··e­
shrrdowed by t,he Government i~ f?r the 
benefit of the consumer and the umomst, and 
the unioni.st must be of the pure merino all­
wool type. One day during tho recent elee­
tions, a Labour organiser 1vho "~as working 
for my opponent said he sympathised with 
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me, and I asked him why. He said, "The 
farmers are a lot of scabs, and the union will 
never get on. Unfortunately, there are a 
lot of farmers of that way of thinking. 
When the hon. member for Oxley was speak­
ing the other night, he said that he was very 
pleased to see a farmers' party in this House 
to look after the interests of the farmers. 
Consequently, I was surpri'' d to lwctr the 
outcry from the other side of the House, and 
Government members micl that we did not 
haVt' a monopoly Df the roprosentatjon of ttii-> 

farmers. They said that they had farmers' 
representatiYes over thPre. If their admira­
tion and belief in unionism is sincere. why do 
n.ot they join the farmers' union, and V\Thy do 
their representatiYcs not sit on this side with 
the fanners' part;.-? Evidently u:nionism for 
the protection of the farmer is one thing, and 
unionism for the de<.poiling the producer 
fm· the benefit o; the consumer is another, 
according to them. I do not care about 
the fixing of prices of commodities. There 
,was one thing that the hon. member for 
Mackay said which I would like to bring 
to the notice of hon. members. I quite 
agree with the hon. member, and I would 
lik-e these words of his to be put on a 
tablet where cverv member cDuld see them 
ever'" dav. This is what he said in the course 
of h'is speech-

" The Labour party supported the Bill 
on that occasion, not because it was 
going to bring a new heaven and a new 
earth so far as the sugar industry is con­
cerned, but because it laid down a. vit<tl 
principle in the L<tbour platform-that 
the producer should have a &.1y in fixing 
the price of the particahtr commodity he 
produces." 

I am sorry that the vitality of that principle 
was so feeble that it died soon after its birth. 
If th<tt principle had only been in operation 
when the wheat was seized in New South 
W<tlcs, wh<tt a difference it would have 
made! If it had only lived till the price of 
butter and cheese was fixed. what a differ­
ence it would have made! The Food Price 
Commissioner states that ite had no evidence 
b go upon in rc·ga.rd to the fixing of the 
price of cheese. He just fixed the price of 
cheese by guess, and he did it jolly badly. 
That is a vital principle with the farmers, 
and it should go side by side with another 
principle ·which used to be advocated from 
the <Jther side, "equal opportunity for 
everybody." 'They used to think so over 
there at one time. but, unfortunatelv, that 
was killed by· the more vital princ-iple of 
preference to unionists. Those two very 
fine principles have been laid to rest with0ut 
mourning. \Y c are going to mourn them •in­
cm·cly, because we think they m·e vital prin­
ciple'"·· There was one thing which the hon. 
member for Normanby mentioned which I 
might draw attE'ntion to. He e;tid the farm0r 
did not mind if thf' price of his commodities 
was fixed by the Government, and he gave 
as a proof of that the winning at a by­
election a Labour spat in a farming con­
stituency in New South \Vales. I presume 
he referred to tho Castlereagh scat. \V e 
knov,- \vhat happened th0re. A truce \vns 
a.rranged between Mr. \Vade and Mr. Hol­
man, and the Liberals decided not to put up 
a candidatP, but the farmers were so annoved 
at the action of the Government for seizing 
their wheat, that the~ cl.cdinerl to be bound 
by the truce, and dccrded to run a. farmer~' 
candidote. 

Mr. KIRWAN : And he got badly beaten. 

::'vh. MOORE: In the " Daily ::Yiail" of 
the 8th February, we find the following:-

" On Friday, Mr. Holman challeJJ;;ed 
Mr Wade to say whetlwr Mr. Blackct, 
who is to fia-ht the Lnbour candrdate m 
the Castler~<>gh by-election, would sit 
,and vote with the Liberal pln-t'. Mr. 
Wade, <tS leader of the J_,iberal party, 
declared that Mr. Blacket >Yas not 
as'3i"tcd b,- the Lih•Jral party, and ''•as 
not a nominee of the Liberal party. Mr. 
Campbell, secretary of the. Farmers and 
Selectors' A.ssoC'iation, however, has. 
claimed Mr. Blacket as the farmers' 
nomine0, and that association was a dis­
tinct political party." 

Mr. McPHAIL : The f<1rmers turned the 
farn1er·,' candidatG down. 

Mr. MOORE: No, they did not. Mr. 
Blacket polkd 2,369 votes. That was the 
farmers' vote. The Liberal vote, whrch 
amounted to more than 1,000, was given to 
the Labour man. 

:Ylr. BERTRA~I: Didn't the executive of the 
hr'Tiers' party congratulate the Labour mem­
ber on having won that fight? 

Mr. MOORE : I do not see how he could 
do that. 

:Mr. Kmw <N: What "as Mr. Trefle's 
majority at the previou.s election? 

Mr. MOORE : At the previous election, 
Mr. '.rrefle polled 3,815, and Mr .. Blacket 
3,466; at the by-election M~. Arkms, the 
Labour man, polled 3,214. 'Ihe hon. mem­
ber for Normanby, in talking about the pro­
mises of the Government being unfulfilled 
in connection with food prices, said that 
goodness knows how high the prices would 
have soared but for the action of the Labour 
party. He said that the Labour party, at 
any rate, had put the brake on. Exactly. 
It is just like the man who put the brake 
on his heavily loaded cart in goin!j up the 
bill so as to make the horse thmk that 
he was going down hill. It is the same as 
puttino- tl1<1 brake on the farmers. You 
cannot get away from that. The rnemb'_lrS 
on that side of the House do not realrse 
what is going on in connection w~th _the dairy­
ina· industrv. I have been darrymg for a 
g~-;d while~ and I do not do it for . a 
hobbv. I have not met a man who goes m 
for cfairying for a hobby. I dairy beca~s~ it 
i' the only thing that I can make a lrym_g 
pn in that class of country. Some of rt rs 
so ,ituated unfortunately, as regards wheat­
growing that the cDst of cultivation is high, 
and the risk of getting a poor crop, or none 
at all, is out of all proportion. You have 
to do what vou can w:th y<>ur land in order 
to make ends meC't when you get hard times. 
Pcr,onally, I have been paying agistment for 
four vear "· and I had to sell part of the 
hrd to pay for the cost of tho agistment. 
It- is not right that the producer should be 
robbe-d in order to give the consumers cheap 
food. There i<; a vital principle to be put 
into forc'J, and that is, tD allow the pro­
ducrr, to have a sav in the fixing of the 
prices of the produce" they produce. If that 
had been done it would have been much 
bc•lter before the prices of butter were fixed. 
The hon. member for Oxley referred tc> 
the wheat industry, but I think he is labour­
incr unrler a mi··,:'onception of the case, be­
ca~sc thC'rG are :-:o1ne districts on the Do,vns, 
and in other parts of Queensland, which 
ha\·-o very heavy crops of wheat, and in 
those districts he will find that full use 

Mr. Moore.] 
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:is made of the land. I knovv a man in 
the district not 40 miles from Toowoomba 
who has put in 800 acres of wheat every 
year for the last five years, and he has 

not received enough from that 
[7 p.m.] wheat to pay for the harvc .t-

ing alone and give him Buffi­
·Cicnt seed for the next Year. I claim that 
after a farmer has lived in a dietrict a few years 
he knows what will suit that district best; 
h•: learns from tho school of practical ex­
perience, and it is n<J use trying to force 
him to go in for other crops. The hon. 
memb,•r for Oxley ref.•rred a good deal to 
the nc<.•cs·ity for tho conservation of fodder. 
A good deal of wh:•t tho bon. member said 
is c;J.ite riP.·ht, but there is something to be 
said for the other side as well. In the 
Toowoomba diotrict I knmv man who paid 
over £EO to put up a silo, ond for four 
and a-h:1lf vC'ars he had not a straw to put 
into that silo. The cctme thing occurrC'd to 
a man \vho put up a shod worth £200 in 
tho middle of a 200-acrc lucerne paddock. 
He hrrs never had one straw to put into that 
shed fnr the last four and a-h:tlf voars, and 
naturally, when farmers see things like 
that, it makes thorn chary of spending a lot 
of monev on which intor.e,,t mu"t be paid, 
and the risk of a return so great. I know the 
hon. member for Oxlev is interested in a 
district that is particuf[trly favourably situ­
ated. They have had a very good rainfall, 
and no doubt they have reaped the benefit; 
but 10 or 15 miles a wa v there has been a 
drought for a considerably long period, and 
the fan.,ers have not the mmwy to pay for 
the builrling of silos and shedc of that descrip­
tion. L:ndoubtedly, it should be done, and 
WB hope that, later on, the farmers will 
learn experience from the"e droughts, and 
build sheds, which will help to place them in 
a better financi a! position. \VhE'n the hon. 
men1ber for l\Iackay wus speaking, hP said 
he was YPry much interested in the amend­
ment of th0 Local ~\uthmities Act, and this 
was what ho said-

" \Yc haYe the proporl>y franchise now. 
\Yo have here men who are able to 
oxen i;. · the plural vote••·. No me.tter 
how intelligent a man mav be, he is 
not entitlo•i to a vote unle•:s he owns 
or r0nb certain propert". That is alto­
gether opposed to the way we claim the 
right t0 YOb_ under a.nv administrative 
Act. Tho right to vote should be the 
common basis of manhond. (Hear, hoctr !) 
If it is a good thing for adult suffrage 
to return members of Padiament. then 
it should also be a r-ood thing with re­
gard. to elC'~ting members :>f local go­
vernrng bodu~s." 

Gn,,t Britain had its quarrel with America 
bcoau~2 it h·ied to Pnforc _. taxation without 
representation, and the Government arc ad­
vocating the enforcement of representation 
without taxation, which is equally unjust. 
In the towm it may be all right, as the 
people are payers of rent, but in the cnuntry 
there are a large number of nomadic 
worker<, and why should they have a vote 
in tho spc:nding of money when they contri­
bute nothmg? If the GovPrnment said one 
word about an endowm0nt or 'subsidy it 
would be a different thing-. as the o-o~~ral 
taxpayer would then contribute. "Why oshould 
one section have to contribute. and another 
section have the spending of the money? 
You ean quite understand what a lot of 
public-spirited men would come forward 
under that s't'ate of things. They would 
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give large sums of money by paying men 
high rates of wages in order to get political 
support for the future. I think the man 
who " pays the piper" should call the tune. 
and I am very sorry to think that this 
amendment of the Local Authorities Act 
is going so far. I do not say that the 
franchise should not be widenC'd. In some, 
instances, perhaps, it should, lllt I do not 
think it should be widened m that respect. 

1\1r. COLLINS: Whv not do av.<1y with the 
nomadic work'- rP .qltOg0th0r? 

Mr. MOORE : If they don't look out, the 
drouo-ht will do awav with them. 
Th~ SECRETARY FO~ AGRICULTURE: They 

see1n to be a.n excrescence, 
Mr. MOORE: No, we cannot do without 

thorn. If they contributed towards tho re­
venue then they should have a say in the 
spending of it. ·· 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS : Don't 
thev ab·Jist to produce anything? 

Mr. MOORE: Yes, but they do not pay 
any taxes. 

Hon. J. HuxHnr: Do they throw their 
money into the river or do they spend it 
here? 

J\f,:. MOORE: That has nothing to do with 
it. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS ' That is 
a form of taxation. 

Mr. MOORE: No. it is a different form 
of taxation absolutely. There is one other 
thing that we do not agree with, and that 
is the leasehold tenure of land. The most 
prosperous settlers I have seen in Queens­
ID.nd especially round about the Downs, are 
the :nen who got their selections under the 
old homestead conditions-that is, from 
2s. 6d. to lOs. an aCJ'e. These men are the 
most prosperous settlers, and they are now 
asking what are they to do with their sons. 
They are asking are their .,ons to have the 
same privileges as they had. They had to 
work sixteen hours a day very often, and 
were prepctred to do it. and their sons are 
prepared to do it, provided thev get the same 
opportunities that their fathers had. There 
is a good deal to be done after taking up a 
selection. It is hard work, but they are 
quite prepared to go through with it pro­
vided they get facilitie;. and it is only fair 
to them that the-~e facilities should be given. 
There is one other thing that the Labour 
partv are keen on; theY Ball it "the 
nationalisation of industries.'" There is one 
thing from the consumer's point of view that 
I cannot agree with. Tho PremiPr, speak­
ing not very long ago, said. "\Vould the 
rest of Australia permit prices to go up in 
times of drouo:ht ?" That is inst what we 
are afraid of. When the State is tho only 
buver, the consumers being in a v.erv largE' 
majority, they won't permit the pnces to go 
up. It is onlv reasonable to expect that. 
when vou ha\'e a, tremendous majority of 
consumers on tho one side and a very small 
minoritv of modneers on the other side, the 
concideration' will he given to the consumer 
t.) the detriment of the producer. I do not 
think it is necessary t'o repeat what other 
spc~akers have said and I wish just to state 
the facts from my point of vie:v. . I quite 
understand that we are in a mmor1ty, and 
I quito understand that the con "'mers aro 
in the majority. All the same, I. think 
the producers haYe just as much r1ght to 
consid0ration as the consnmC'rs. The hon. 
member for Normanby spoke from the 
Farmers' Union point of view more than 
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from the point of view of the Labour plat­
form, and I was very pleased to hear him 
advocate those things that we are working 
for and what we have come here to get. 

The PREMIER Didn't you know the Labour 
party had them already in their platform? 

Mr. MOORE: We see what the producers 
in other States have got under Labour 
government, ,and we can only judge from 
that what we are likely to get. But if the 
Government wish to give us what we want 
here, we will help them; otherwise we will 
fight against them. 

Mr. LARCOMEE (!11 ppel): In li,;tening 
to the hon. member who has ju<,t reoumed 
his seat one would think that the Labour 
platform did not embrace the intere·.ts of 
the primary producers, but as a matter of 
fact nothing could be further from the truth 
because the action of the Gover~ment sine~ 
they have aesumed control of the Treasury 
benches--

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Robbery. 
Mr. LARCOMBE: If it is robbery. it is a 

remarkable fact that the primary producers 
ar;d the cane producers in part.icular, hav~ 
wned down from Mackay congratulating the 
Premier on the action ho has taken in rela­
tion to sugar (Hear, hear!) If it is 
robbery, it is a form of robbery that the 
farmers of this State \\ant more of. (Hear, 
hoar ! ) \V e have the historv of Labour in 
the othc'r States, and we ]{now quite well 
that Labour in Kew South \Vales and 
·western Australia put forward and carried 
OJJt a P?lic,· embracing every legitimate in­
dustry m the community. That is one of 
the features of _the G_ovcrnor's Speech, and 
what more strllung tnlmte coulr! the Labour 
Government have of thPir abilitY and the 
sympr1thctic nature of thPir work than the 
speech delivered bv tho lcadc>r of the 
farmers' part.v last· night? \Yhy it is a 
direct contradiction of the speeches 'deli verod 
by his followers. The hon. member for 
Albert took the Governor's Speech. plank 
after plank. analysed it, anrl intimated his 
approval and support of thP programme. but 
he differed slightly in relation to the policy 
tha~ 'lhould be pursued in carrying out that 
pohcy. 

Mr. BEBBINGTO~: HP was not speaking for 
me. (Government laughter.) 

Mr .. L.~R.COJ\~BE: That is a very in­
~erestmg; mbmabon. \~e havo another party 
m the Hou,e-the Bcbbmgton party .. I quite 
understand t~e deputy leader of the Country 
party ~pealnng In that ,1:-ayr because I 
under~tand thcct he \I as onlv beaten b,- one 
vote for the le"tdership. (Loud Government 
laughter.) 

Mr. BEBBIXGTON: You are very easily 
gulled. 

Mr. L\RCOMBE: The han. momhcr who 
has just interjected did a good deal of 
!'ullinv hcr0 to-ni!(ht. I do not intend to 
do similarly. but I want to direct nr1 atton. 
tion to a. f •,v point.' that appear' in the 
Governor's Spef<,"h, and offer a few general 
remark' also. \Yo meet here this vcar undrr 
uniqU!' <"ireum~tnDC'\'Cl. For the fh:st time in 
the history of tlvc Statf' a Labour Govern­
ment with a majoritv bnhind it occupy the 
Treasury benehes. That is tho result of 
n1any :ve1n' hard work. manv vears of 
0r£"'a.n:!:-Dtic1, and of \York thro{Jgh various 
other ch11 nrls. and if the Lqbour' partv has 
had to w1it in 1-hie State-it is the onh· ·state 
in Au~trnlia that has hac! to wait <o.lono-­
thero is this con.,olation: that we now h,;:vo 

in Queensland a larger Labour majoritv 
than any other Labour Government in Aus­
tralia, so that is something to be proud of. 
(Hear, hoar!) Just let me refer to the action 
of the Now South Wales Government in re­
lation to the Wheat Acquisition Act. It was 
designated by our opponenh "The \Vheat 
Grab Act." The Labour Government in 
that State paid the farmer a price for his 
wheat better than what had ruled for the 
p_rcvious twenty-five years with one cxcep­
twn. Not only that, but there were many 
farmers tied up by contracts who were com­
polled to oupp!0 tho wheat at 3s. per bushel. 
The Labour Government stepped in, an­
nulled those contrads, and gave tlu· farmer 
5s. per bushel. That is the wav the Now 
South \V;dcs Gcvcrnrncnt b;oated the 
primary producer. (Hear, hr.ar !) Many 
rr·ac0n•; ha vo been offered as to tho cause 
of Labour winning at thf' last election. 
There arc many contributing factors. There 
was tho Elections Act .Amendment Act, high 
coet of living, the attempt to interfere with 
the Con·titution; there wor<' all the-e im­
mediate causes, and in addition the great 
general cause--the growing popularity of 
Labour economics and ideals in Australia. 
(Hear, hoar !) 'l'hcre were all these factors, 
but there "as also another factor, and that 
factor was the attitude of the Conservative 
Pross in Queensland. They discarded all 
ethics of journalism, all principks of fair 
fighting, and they poured out their asphyx­
iating gases ju•.t as freely as the Germans 
arc doing. But the people of Queensland 
realised the nature of the attack; they real­
ised how unfair they were, and the result 
was that there \vas a revulsion of feeling 
against the methods of the Press with which 
hon. member," opposite arc as,ociated. I 
think the methods of their Pre>'' injured their 
cause rather tha.n helped it. I want to con­
gratulate the mover and tho seconder of the 
\ddress in Reply. "Undoubtedly. they do­

livered good speeches, as also did other new 
members who followed them, and they will 
certainh· be an acquisition to the House. I 
also want to congratulate th<' Premier and 
his collcagu<·s on their assumption of office, 
They are <Lll men of ability and experience 
and have stood th,, tc·t of many years' trial 
in this State, and I feel sure that their work 
will rebound to their credit and will be ot 
great advantage to the State. (Hear. hear ! ) 
If ~~ey do n"!t do anything greatly in a. 
positive sense m the next three years, they 
will have done a good deal in a negative 
sensr-. They will have prevented the filching 
of the electoral rights of the people; they 
will have pro\'t'Ilted a tampering with the 
Constitution in the direction of increasing 
the term of Parliament from throe vears to 
five yens. (Hear. hear !) Thirty years ago 
tho ultra Tori<'s thought it necessary to re­
duce the term from five years to three years, 
a.nd it r>-... !n:r,ined fer tho nlo''t roactionar" 
,\dministration that tho State has know;, 
to atte•nnt last vear to revert to the five 
yens' t 0 I:m. Fortunate!:·, their a.ctions have 
!wen fru· tratod. Again. certainly we have 
been sa vee! from a good deal of general in­
justiC't', bcC'anso this war \Yill neces-:;itate 
further taxation, Stab' as well as Federal, 
and the burden will be more equitable 
under a L·1bour Administm.ticn than it 
would h:nP boon under the Donham Govern­
ment or any other Liberal Administration. 

Ylr. DEBBIXGTOX: \Yhat otlwr taxes are 
availabl€'? 

ilfr. Larcombe.] 
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Mr. LARCOMBE: I am not discussing 
which taxes arc possible. Now, I wish to 
deal briefly with this cry for a. party true'·'· 
It is nothing but organised hypocrisy, be· 
cause members opposite had an opportunity 
last y<'n of carrying into effect the wishes 
which they have expressed from that side of 
the Hom·e this session. If thev believe in a 
party truce, if they believe om: for' es should 
be concentrated on one object-the, su· .. PPss­
ful prose< uti on of the war-how is it that 
the.y introduced the Elections Act Amend­
ment Act of last session? (Hear, hen!) 
How is it tha.t they continued party warfare 
in that wa;·? 

Mr. FoL~Y: Bludgeoned it through. 

Mr. LARCOMBE: Exactlv! There are 
many e.rguments that might' be ur;,cd to 
prove that they are not sincere in that claim. 

The SecRETARY FOR PuBLIC LA~DS: We 
asked for a truce last year. 

Mr. LARCO:IIBE: Yes, and we got a 
baton. (Hear, hear ! and laughter.) Take 
ihe speech of the leader of the Opposition. 
He criticised the GovPrnor's Speech and <'n· 
tcred into a discussion of the controversial 
points. I hold that if he was logical and 
consistent, he should simply ha:v8 mo:ved an 
amendment that, in the opinion of this 
House, controversial subjects should be ig­
nored. and the only subjects dealt with 
should be matters relating to the war. In­
stead. he onterC>d into a lonQ" discussion of the 
mnits or demerits of tho ·speech. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: \Vhat chance had we got 
of cnrrying an amendment? 'vVe could only 
make suggestions. 

Mr. LARC0::\1BE: It does not mattor what 
chance the hon. membC>r would have. He 
entered intD party politics, the very tJ::ing 
he blamed the Labour Government for domg. 
''Two wron2,·s do not make a right," and it 
did not justify the leader of the Opposi­
tion's spenC'h. 

}fr. ).1AcARTNEY: If we w<'r to leave the 
room, would you go on with the businc';s? 

Mr. LARCOMBE : I hope th3Y will not 
follow the idiotic example of th~ir b<'ethren 
in the Federal Parliament. and leave the 
Chamber. \Vhat attitude did he adopt on 
the first da v we met? \Vas there not an 
indication t'here? The first scene in thj,, 
House was created by hon. members oppo­
site~ and a disgraceful scene it was. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: Created by the Pr<'mier. 

Mr. T,ARC0:\1BE: Created by the hon. 
member for Bm-rum. 

Mr. MAC'.\RTNEY: By the Premier not know­
ing \vhat tho po::.ition was. 

Mr. L \RC01IBE : If they desired a party 
truce. they would nDt have attempt~d tD 
defeat VDur nomination. ::Vlr. Speaker, and 
in order to show that they knew they 
had no chance, I will just refC>r to the leader 
of the Opposition's r·emarb. He stated that 
thc-v h".d no chance of carrying an amend­
ment in favour of a party truce. 

Mr. :\TAnR-rX>:Y: \Ve had twenty-two inde 
pendent votes from your side. 

:\Ir. LARC0::\1BE: That argument is un­
sound also, because the other persDn nomi­
nated from this side of the Chamber inti-
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ncated th<ct he r1id nnt drc;ire to be a can­
didate, and v0t in spite of that the leader of 
th0 Oppc,ition and ·his eol!Pagues attmnpte:l 
to forc(' him to bccomfl n candidate. 

::\1r. l\IArARTNEY : Twe"tv-two of your 
friends wanted him. -

1\Ir. LARCOMBE : What kind of blud­
geoning tacticc are these from a party who 
aro ncYer tired of talldn:;r about their frN'­
dom of action? Here the:.' tried to compel 
one n'CLlbcr to becon1e a candida~c against 
his own will. Then I want to empha­
sioo the fact that they had no dc··,ire to bring 
about a party truce, or they would hav8 
loyally supported your no.:l1ination, Mr. 
Speaker. particularly in vio'v o~ the ·declara­
tion of the lca.d,;r of the Opposition that he 
kne\v 1t '\vas going to be a party vote. If 
he had that desire for a party truce. why 
did he strike a discr rd ant note on the first 
ti·me the House rnet? 

Mr. MAr\RTXEY: \Ve wanted to get you 
some freedom. 

1\ir. LARCO:\TDE: They wanted to get us. 
but they missed us. (Government laughter.) 
I want to point out that the Liberal party 
have continuou,,ly opposed the Labour party. 
hav-e haras-sed th~m at- every turn, and havo 
not shown the slightest indication of a de­
s}re fnr a party truce; and in view of all 
these facts, we must realise how hypocritical 
their action iF. It amounts to this: that the 
partih opposite are prepared to throw to 
the indtbtrial " Huns" the wives and chil­
clren of tho•,o \vho have gone away to the 
front tD fight, because they are being ex­
ploit<'d here b;y the high cost of living, and 
by other means. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Rot ! 

Mr. T.AIWOMBE: That is ve1-y elegant 
fro'11 tbc hon. memhe". It is thE> only inter­
jection he is <'apabla of. I know he is more 
of an authoritv on the subject than I am. 
Now. I w<J.nt to deal briefly with the le&der 
ot the Opposition. The change of Govern­
rnr~nt has broug.ht about many change11, and 
one of those changes has resulted in the 
election of the member for Toowong to the 
position of leader of the Opposition. We 
recognise his ability and his experience, but, 
notwithstanding that, his appointment is hard 
to understand, because Ia,t session he hm·dly 
ever attended this Ch&mber, and 'vhen h;, 
did attend it was only to pa1·ticinate in a 
desultory way in the discussion. or tearfully 
claim that the Liberal party were splintering 
some plank of t·he Labour 11arty's platform. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: vV as he not a round 
rohiner? 

Mr. LAR·COMBE: I believe he wae, and a 
successful one, too. Ho is the onl.v one 'vho 
ha., got anything out of the round robin. 
(GoYernmcnt l<lughter.) I \\'ant t.o point out 
that when he complained of the S11linters 
flying hom the pl·atform to his side here. 
th,t if he stops the··c for thn'G years he •·;ill 
not only see splinters flying. but most of the 
platform. We will pound and nulverise that 
sD-c.B1led p1atform during our- first three 
yearB on thA Trea,ury benf'ht:s that there 
will be• nothing left but a mass of >awdust. 

GoYERN>IENT MEMBERS: II ear. heoar ! and 
laughter 

Mr. LARCOMBE : However I want to 
'ascertain why the hon. member for Toowon£( 
was elected to the position. Then, there is 
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the han. member for Toowoomba. LDok at 
the bullocking work he did last session ! He 
was the coming man. There was also the 
hon. member for Burrum. These men bore 
the heat and burdr,n of the day, but now the 
hon. member for Toowong come' along and 
secures all the plums-only one, but still all 
of them, just at the psyoholo2:ical moment. 
(Government lau[r,hter.) And how nicely it 
":ts introduced bv the Press. There was a 
notification, apparently through his son, that 
t~he hon. mcmbD_ intended to devote himself 
;Seriously to politics, and two ·days' later he 
was elected to his present position. No 
doubt it was e. lesson in strategic', and I 
congTatulate him on it. The election of the 
han. member shows the trend of the party 
opposite. They aro conservative in the ex­
treme. They have elected the Hercules of 
toryism in this State as their leader. (Go­
vernm<mt laughter.) The hon. member for 
Toowong is the Irvine of Queensland 
politic<. I am not talking of ·his <1bility o" 
his experience, but I ,,ay that he r~prosents 
the rc<:tction<uy sentiment in this State. He 
do-es it, perhaps, conscientiously, but, never­
theless, his principles, his political economy, 
are out of date, and it is hard to under­
stand, therefore, in the face of all these 
things, that he has been elected to this 
position. 

:i\11~. 11ACARTN"EY: You are very much con­
cerned about me. 

Mr. LARCO:\IBg: I am. It ib a very 
serious rna tte,·. I take the leader of th" 
Opposition very seriously. (Government 
laughter.) I want to point out that han. 
members opposite have never ceased to de­
nounce- this party because we have not 
practical men at the head of affa.irs. Fortu­
nately, we have practical nTen in t,he han. 
member for Maranoa, in the hon. member 
for Eacham, in the han. member for Oxlev, 
e.nd in other hon. members who are practic~l 
farmers. 

Mr. MACAm•:my: Is the han. member for 
{)xley a farmer? 

Mr. LARCOMBE: He owns a fmm as big 
<1s that of the hon. member for Drayton. 
He knows something about the man on the 
land and his requirements, and the man on 
tho land has the sympathy' of the hon. mem­
ber for Oxley. 

Mr. O'SLLLIVAN: ·what about the han. 
member for Murrumba? 

Mr. LARCOMBE: The onlv farmino- that 
the hon. member for Murrumba does is "farm­
ing the farmers. (Government laughter.) I 
\:ant to poin_t out that ho':'. members oppo­
Site are contmually preachmg this gospel of 
practical experience. How, then, is it that 
they elected an essentiallv city man to the 
leadership of their party,· a man who knows 
absolutely nothing <tbout tho land? I do not 
say that in any derogatory sense. but his 
whole life has been devoted to poiit;cs and 
his legal profession, and he has had no 
opportunity to get on the land. Could the 
hon. the leader of tho Opposition do a simple 
little task, such as milking a cow? 
(Laul\'htcr.) I am snre he could not. I am 
sure he coul·d not leg-rope her wit·hout a few 
lessons from the han. member for Dravton. 
I want to emphasise this point, because the 
hon. member for Dr<1yton and other hon. 
mombws opposite are never tirPd of de­
nouncing this party because \Ye have not 
practical men in charge of our affairs. It 

shows insincerity when they make such a cry, 
and when they elect to their leadership such 
a man as tho hon. member for Toowong, 
\\hen they have amongs~ them country men 
liko the hon. member for Drayton. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: That argument cuts both 
ways. 

::1-l.r. LARCOMBE : I am dealing only with 
the arguments put forward by hon. members 

opposite. I wish to point out 
[7.30 p.m.] that it is quite evident why the 

bon. member for Toowong has 
been elected to the position of leader of the 
Opposition. He has been elected because he 
is the legal representative of the American 
meat trust, the representative of the shipping 
ring, and of the tramway monopoly, and of 
other combinations that have been exploit­
ing the taxpayers of the State lately. 1'he 
hon. member was elected outside Parliament 
altogether; he was elected by the commer­
cial magnates of the State who insisted that 
he should be appointed to that position. 

Mr. ARli!STRONG: 'What is your authority 
for that? 

Mr. LARCOMBE: I have good authority 
for it. 

211r. MACARTNEY: I rise to a point of 
order. Is the han. member justified in cast­
ing a personal reflection upon another hon. 
member? 

'fhc SPEAKER: I do not see any per­
sonal reflection in the romar ks of the hon. 
member for Keppel. 

J\1r. MACARTNEY: That IS your judg­
ment, Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 

Mr. MACARTXEY: If "hat the hon. 
member say; is true, I am unfit to sit in 
this House. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. ARMSTRONG: I rise to support the 
point of order raised by the leader of the 
Opposition. 

GOYERNl\IENT MEMBERS: 'What point of 
order? 

Mr. AR:\ISTRONG : The leader of the Op­
position asked a que,tion on a point of order. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! There is no 
point of order before the House. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: That is only what you 
might expect. 

The SPEAKER: Order! I ask the hon. 
member to withdraw that remark. 

'I'he PREMIER and GovERNl\IENT MEMBERS : 
Hear, hear! It is a reflection on the Chair. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: I do not know what 
remark I am expected to withdraw. I think 
that what has occurred is what we might 
expect from the hon. membe1· for Keppel ; 
"•J might expect remarks of that sort from 
him, and if the Speaker does not under­
ctand that I cannot help it. 

GOYERNlliENT MEMBERS: That is an insult to 
the Chair. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: " Adding 
insult to injury." 

ilh. ::V1ACARTNEY: I onlv wish to make 
it clear to the Speaker that I intended to 
cast no reflection upon him. 

J\[r. L.\RCOMRE: I strongly resent the 
mg<restion that I am casting any perwnal 

},f r. Larcombe.l 
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reflection on the leader of the Opposition. 
I say his election was brought about in a 
certain way. 

Mr. YI:ACARTNEY: Without one tittle of 
authority for your statement. 

Mr. LARCOMBE: I say it is absolutely 
correct, and the hon. member knows that it 
is cor-rect. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! The han. mem­
ber must accept the denial of the leader of 
the Opposition. 

Mr. L_'I.RCOMBE: l know that, Mr. 
f\peaker. I cast no personal reflection on 
the hon. member. The information I re­
ceived is authentic, ttnd does not aff0ct the 
leader of the Opposition personally. The 
influences to which I have referred mav haye 
bPen at work without his knowledge. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: Then you should give 
your authorit' on the floor of this House. 

Mr. LARCOMBE: Hon. members opposite 
have bO often indnlged in yictimi~ation that 
I feel sure that if I gave my authority the 
persons who gave me the information would 
be victimised, and placed at a serious dis­
advantage, 

GOVERN:IIENT lVlEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
The SPEAKER : Order ! 

Thlr. L.'I.RCOMBE: We know what treat· 
ment was ladl<ecl out previously to men who 
dared to assert their rights or express their 
opinions. We know that the traditional 
enemy of this party in 1891 leg-ironed 
and gaoled men who dared to express 
their opinions in favour of the principles 
of this party, and that thev attempted by 
victimisation and other means to strangle 
the Labour movement in its infancv. Now 
that the Labour movement has reached man· 
hood, such attempts will not be successful. 
I am not going to give my informant's name 
simply because it would mean victimisation. 

Mr. MACARTNEY : For the best of reasons­
you cannot. 

)/fr. LARCOMBE: Whv is the han. mom· 
ber 'o certain that I cannot? 

Mr. MACARTNEY: You know you cannot. 

Mr. LARC0~1BE: I cauld do so, and the 
anger of the hon. member is evidence that I 
have struck home. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG: Give the name and be a 
man. 

Mr. LARCOMBE: I would remind the 
han. member for Lockver that he is not in 
the chair now. · 

2\'Ir. AmiSTRONG: This is a sort of clown 
business. \V e expect something better than 
that. Be a man and give the name. 

A GOVERNMENT MEMBER : He is more of a 
man than you are. 

~fr. LARCOYJ:BE : It is very unbecoming 
for an ex-Speaker of this House to make o,nch 
interjections. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG: It is equally unbecoming 
for the hon. member to make a fal&e state· 
mont on tho floar of this House. 

Tho SPEAKER: Order! Did I under­
stand the han. member for Lockver to ae.cuse 
the hem. member for Keppel ~f making a 
false statement? 

Mr. AR;;rsTROXG : I did, 
The SPEAKER: I must ask the han. 

member to withdraw that remark. 
GovERN>IEXT ME}!BER~: Withdraw, with· 

draw! 
[2lfr. Larcombe. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG: Order! (Loud laugh­
ter.) In deference to you, Mr. Speaker, I 
withdraw the statement. 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear. hear! 

Mr. LARCOI\IBE: I realisf' that a qualified 
withdrawal only aggra,ates the offence, and 
the ex-Speaker knows that as well as I do. 
I wish now to deal briefly with the mea· 
sures contained in the Governor's Speech. 
I shall not pursue the line of argument 
I \1 as follo,ving, though I could prove my 
contention up to the hilt. I propose to deal 
first with the question· of the high cost of 
!i.-ing. It is pleasing to note that the Go· 
Yernment have indicated their intention of 
grappling with this ,erious eviL and it is 
more gratif.)ing to note that, by administra· 
tivc ach since they have been in officn, they 
have been resnonsible for a reduction in 
the cost of the ·ncccc;sarics of life. 'With the 
limited time at th,,ir command, they have 
already done a gaod ,ical in that direction. 
'Tho leader of the Opposition complained 
bitterly of what he termc·d the misrepresen­
tation and the unfair issue that the Labour 
party· submitted to the country at the last 
election, and he condemned the leader of 
the Government and his colleagues for blam· 
ing tho Denham Administration for the 
high cost of living. The leader of the Go· 
vcrnment had the highest authority in Aus­
trnlia for the statements he made in con­
nection with this subject. The Common­
wealth statietirs show that the percentage of 
increase in the cost of living was abnormal 
in Queensland, and that in no other f:tate 
of Australa,ia has the increase been so larg& 
as it is in thi.' State. The reason for that 
was the act.; of omission and commis8ion of 
the Denham party. They were rightly 
charged with that sin, and they suffered fm· 
it. The electors of Queensland have appre· 
ciatcd the responsibility of the Denham Ad­
ministration for th~ high cost of living, but 
I am certain that they will not expect any 
magical change, and that for the simple· 
reason that there are abnormal conditions 
prm ailing. 

Jl.lr. TOLVIE: Oh! when did theY start te> 
be abnormal conditions? 

J\Ir. LARCOMBE : I want to df·al with th& 
question fairly. Will the hon. member for 
Toowoomba deny that the war has dislo· 
catcd the money market, and trade, and 
industry? 

Mr. TOL}!lE: That happened when the 
war started. 

M:r. LARCOMBE: I should like to Pefer· 
to the disastrous drought from which the 
State io suffering. In the di,trict from 
which I come there was not a single inch oi 
rain last month, and the period from March 
to June was the driest eYer experienced in 
the Cnntral district. Those two ycry impor­
tant factors will prevent any magical change 
being made in the cost of living. Anothel' 
thing that makes that change difficult is that 
we have had, for near!~, half a century, anti· 
Labour government-Tory government-and 
I would ask if it is reasonable to expect a 
radical change now that a Labour Govern­
ment has just assumed office? Let us take 
un analogy. Supposing a member opposite 
'Ya~ suffering from a serious complaint, and 
had snffnred from it for almost a lifetime, 
and he suddenly changed his physician, 
would he expect a miraculous cure to be 
effected immediately? Would he not allow 
him time to effect a cure? I am sure he would 
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allow reasonable time to enable that 
physician to restore vigour and vitality to 
his limbs, and a general improvement in his 
health. I am sure also that tho people of 
the State will give us reasonable time to 
eradicate the disastrous effects of the drought 
and war, and the conditions brought about 
by the legislation and administration of 
members opposite. 

:\Ir. TOL1IIE: That is very fallacious. 

Mr. LARCO::MBE: No, it is not fallacious. 
I would gh e one illustration to prove my 
statement. 'Take tho question of the wheat 
supply. Tho Donham "\dministration per­
mitted 100.000 bushels of wheat to be exported 
from this State when then· was a natural 
scccr~ity of wheat in Queensland. That r,lacc·c 
the present Administration at a disadvan­
tage. as the >vheat has been exported from 
Queensland. Their position is like that of 
one who has to close the gate after tho 
hor :,e has gon0. 

:i\fr. AmrRTROXG: Would von nnwent nro-
ducers exporting their whu1t? - -

Mr. L.\ECOl\IBE: I say that the producer 
should get the full economic value of his 
produd. but v, hen there is a natural scar­
city of wheat hen, I would not allow a few 
middlc•men in Brisbane-they are not pro­
durers. and thn producers receive no advan­
tage from the action of the middlemen-to 
export wheat to other States or countries. 
Le~t 'f""sion the han. member for Drayton 
stood up in this Chamber, and asked the 
Ministers sitting on tho Treasury bench why 
it was that when wheat was going down in 
prieo the ~ost of flour was increasing. The 
price of wheat "as actually going down at 
that time, :md middlemen in Brisbane were 
exporting wheat to other parts of Australia. 
The L:>bour Government have treated the 
farmers better than any previous Administra­
tions have done, and I am certain that they 
will continue to treat them fairly and reason­
ably. I have been somewhat apologetic so 
far, but I wish to say that the present Ad­
ministration have shown their sincerity in 
the way they have dealt with this question by 
administration, and in the measures pro­
mised in the Governor's Speech. Then' is 
an intimation that a Monopolies Bill will be 
introducAd at an early date. Members oppo­
site promised time after time that they 
would bring in such a measure, but that 
promise vvas broken as often as it was made. 
The monopolistic interests of the State 
rose secretly, and prevented the introduction 
of the measure. 

Mr. ToL~IIE: The hon. member for Oxley 
said there could be no monopoly as long as 
there was competition. 

Mr. LARCOMBE : It is certain that com­
petition is fast dying out in this State and 
elsewhere. In the country where private 
enterprise and capitalism has been de­
veloped to its highest extent, you have trusts 
and monopolies which are stronger and more 
powerful than any combination in any other 
country on the face of the earth; and that 
is the policv advocated by hon. members 
opposite. 

Mr. ToL~!IE: No-advocated by the hon. 
member for Oxley. 

Mr. L},RCOMBE: No the hon. member 
for Oxley advocates State control of all the 
utilities of life. 

Mr. ToL:I!IE: "'ot while there is com­
petition. 

1915-K 

Mr. LARCOMBE: The hon. member is 
nledged to the Labour platform. In addition 
to that I sat here and heard his remarks 
when he was moving the Address in Reply. 
'rhe han. member for Oxley pointed out 
clearly and distinctly that the fixing of 
prices is not the Alpha and Omega of the 
cost of living auestion. We will have to go 
further and do as the Western Australian 
GovernmPnt has done. We will have to buy 
our own selections and grow our own cattle. 
We will have to establish State steamship 
services, and have our own butchers' shops 
and bakers' shops run by the State. 

GovEmDIENT ME3IBERS: Hoar, hoar ! 

-:'vir. LARCOMBE: That is the policy 
which we will have to carry out, and there 
mv'<t be a grp·1ter extension of that principle. 

Mr. "I.R:USTRONG: They sold all their steam­
ships. 

Mr. LARC0::\1BE: They did not. They 
brmurht dm-rn the price of meat in Western 
Australia by 1d. -per lb. The transport 
of co,ttle which that steamship service has 
inaugurated in Western .Australia has be_en 
tremendous. There has been a great Ill­

crease over anvthing previously brought down 
from tho far "Korth-west. That is the way 
to deal with the question of the. cost 9f 
living. Let the Government establish the1r 
own works butcher shops, and baker shops, 
and gradu~lly extend the pri_nciple, and. in 
that way only will they effectively deal_ w:th 
the question. These are many palhatlve 
measure" which will have to be introduced 
in the intervening period. At the present 
time we are faced with abnormal con­
ditions. There is a scarcity of money, and 
there are other considerations which prevent 
us from placing the. wh9le of the ;Labour 
platform into operatiOn m one sess10n, or 
even in one Parliament. I know the Go­
vel:nmcnt have the courage, and they will 
introduce the necessary palliative legislation 
in the meantime and when they have the 
monc·.- thev will 'establish State services in 
this State '!ike Labour Administrations have 
done else>~here. The proposal to introduce a 
Monopolies Bill and the administration 
generally, so fa,: shows t)w sincerity of_ the 
Government in dealing w1th these questions 
Look at the misrepr('sentation, and the un­
fairnf>ss of the attacks in the Press and 
elsewhere upon members on this side ! Not­
withstanding all that, the Governm~nt are 
going on courageously, and they will con­
tinue to do so until the consumers and pro­
ducers in this State receive something like 
a fair deal. 

GoVER:<!MENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. LARCOMBE: If hon. members 
opposite had been returned with a majority, 
I do not think there would be any meat 
at all in QuePnsland in three years' time 
fm the worker. (Government laughter.) We 
know that just before tho elo~tions the Go­
vernment moved heaven and earth with the 
who]e,alers and retailers to trv to keep down 
the cofit rf living until after the election. 
If the Denham Government had been re­
elcct·Jd, tlvo pricP would have gone up like 
a buoy relca,ed from anchorage. 

:i1:r. BEBBINGTON: The New South Wa_les 
GovNnment are getting whe"t from South 
Ar:n('rica. 

2\1r. LARCOMBE: I think a ,,uc:c:rstion 
made by the hon. member for Paddington 

Mr, LaTcombe.] 
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was a. very appropriate one. He suggests 
that we should send tho hon. mr·-·nher for 
Drayton to South America. I am sure th<lt 
that country would suit his temperament, and 
that he would succeed far better there than 
he does here in thi·-< quiet, peace-loving State 
of Queensland. (Government laughter.) I 
want to point out that an extension of the 
powers of the Federal Government also is 
necessary bPfore we have effective e-mtrol 
over the <>ost of living. ~iJ1ore 1nust be an 
amendment of the Federal Constitution con­
ferring g-rr-ater pov;ers upon tho Federal 
authority. '.f.his is not an election statement. 
I made this statement prior to the election. 
I laid down three conditions as being of 
fundan1ontal in1portance in connection with 
dealing with the question of the high cost of 
living. The fi: st was the wrrying o£ the 
refcnendum proposals; the serond, the de­
feat of t-he Denham Administration; and the 
third, the return of the St-ate Labour Ad­
mini~tration. The la•,t two conditions hav<' 
been complied with, and I feel confident that 
after the 11th December the rlr"t c'J11dition 
will also be carried, and the Federal Consti­
tution will he etronger than it has ever been 
hitherto. (Hear, hear!) Not until then will 
there be an effective control of monopolies. 
In Amerit"'L, State action has bc,:n inc'ffective 
for a quartf'r century past. The States of 
Americ.t have passed Anti'.rrust Act after 
Anti-Tru't Act, but becituse such Acts were 
not pa•sed in one State th<> trusts made that 
State tho basis of their operations, and all 
the actions of the oth<:r States were ineffec· 
tive. The same thing will happen in Aus­
tralia if the rdNendum propo"als are not 
carricod. Suppose the five States of Aus­
tralia where Labour Governments are in 
pow<er pass anti-trnst legislation. so long as 
the State of Victoria remains controlled by 
a Liberal Government, the trusts will make 
that State the base of their operations. The 
States and Federal Government;; are working 
harmoniously to grant extens!ve power to 
the authority I previously referred to. This 
St<tte intends intro-ducing legislation, but it 
will only have a partly remedial effect. It 
will not be nearly as effective as it ought to 
be in protecting the interests of the consumer 
and the legitimate trader. At present the 
kgitimate tradt>r is the victim of circum­
stance~. IIe is the victim of monopolv. In 
connection with the referendum propo:als, I 
'upposo hen. members opposite will repeat 
their argument from the platform that there 
should be a party truce. I trust that such a 
sugge,,tion will receive the same contempt with 
which it has been treated by this Chamber, 
because it is a hollow and an insincere crv, 
and one which could not come from an Ad­
ministration which profeeses to haYe a spirit 
of loyalty. I think one of the most important 
features of loyalty in Queenskmd, and in 
Australia, is to defend the people against 
the internal en<'my, to protect them ,against 
t.:·n:-:ts, GJnbinf".::;, and monopolies that are 
cxeH"i- ing such a prejudicial effect in 
Qucencland and elcewhere in Australi-•t. I 
w ,,nt to deal hriefl v with the Elections Act 
Amendment Bill. it is pleasing to note that 
the !"'"sent Administration ht1ve quic-kly re­
deemed their pre-election promises in this 
r<egard. They intend bringing down an 
amending Dill that will confer electoral 
rights upon the people of this Stat-e without 
the nrevious irksome restrictions that were 
imposed upon them. The adult right <tnd 
r~idence will be the only condition asked. 
It is not proposed that a man should possess 

[Mr. Larcombe. 

a big freehold before he is entitled to get on 
the roll. The onlv claim that will be asked 
from him is that, of age and residence. It 
should be every man's birthright to enjoy 
his full political rights. I am satisfied thRt 
the people of Queensland resented the last 
amending Eiedions Act, and I am sure it 
'\Ytcts a contributing f{Lctor in the defea.t of 
the late Government. I do not say that 
without some evidence in support of my con­
tGntion. Take t•he history of Australiu, and 
you will lind that argument proved up to the 
hilt. In Western Australi-a, the Wilson Go­
vernment a few years ago passed an Elec­
tions Amendment .-\ct, and -also a Re-distri­
bution of Seats Act, by which they attempted 
to prolong their politice1l existence. It 
looked at first nominally as if they had 
succeeded. The Labour Opposition, how­
ev-er, emphnsised the injustice of the 
measure, and the re-,ult was that Mr. ·wilson 
-and his colk,tguee were ddeated. They have 
cin<:e been defeated at another election in 
\V estern Australia. Take the case of South 
.\ustralia lust year. The Peake Administra­
tion 11lso atter'npted to prolong their exist­
once by means of an amending Elections Act 
and a Redistribution of Seats Act. What 
was the result? The reBult was a disastrous 
d-ofeat for the Government. It was not only 
ddeat, but humiliation, because t,hcy lost 
their P remie•· and two or three of their 
Ministers. Con1ing to Queensland, the same 
inctics were tried here. LibNalism or Tory­
isn1 was defeated here, and not only ·de~ 
feated, but tlwv loc.t their Premier and five 
o£ their Mini"itcrR. That i~ a recnrd in the 
history of the world! Never befo"e has 
t.here been such a blooclie<s revolution. I 
am sure that the Elections Aet was one 
f<3ctor in bringing about that result. 

Mr. KIRWAN: They did not know the gun 
1ras loaded. 

Mr. LARCOMBE: No, they did not. 
They acted Fmnkcn-tein like. I warned 
them that thev were bringing into being a 
great monster' that would not be satisfied 
until it stood over their prostrate bodies. 
TheY built up this great Frankenstein and 
it brought about the death of the Denham 
Administration. I do not think there is any 
cause for lamenbtion there, as there is 
generally attached to a death. (Laughter.) 
It was really a cause for congratulations. It 
might seem a heartless thir;g to say, in spe::ck­
ing of four deaths-that mstead of offermg 
condolences, we should offer congratulations 
over the death of that Administration and 
the birth of the Labour Administration. 

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. LARCOMBE : It is the finest thing in 
the history of Queensland. I know it will be 
a fine thinkf for Qur<msland and will also be 
a fine thing for members in Opposition. The 
hon. member for Toowoomba and his col­
leagues used to nroclaim from the Treasury 
bendws that they were sick and tired of 
criticicm, and thev would be pleased to get 
a good holiday. They have got it now. I 
think that the hon. member for Toowoomba 
is about the most optimistic member on the 
front Opposition bench. He is the only 
one who does not seem to be affected by the 
defeat of the Government. All the other~ 
appear to he very gloomy. Th0y arE' snap· 
ping and snarling and fighting and raising 
points of order all night. (Government 
laughter.) In connection with the sugar ;_n. 
dustry it is pleasing to note that the Govern-
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mont has done such splendid work. The 
Government also intend, by means of cane 
price boards, to give further relief. Tho 
{}Uostion of the sugar industry was dis­
cussed at length by the hon. member for 
Mirani. He was very apologetic for the 
prc~vious Adn1ini:-;tration, b~;cause they had 
not succeeded in doing what the LaboUl 
Governm.,nt have done. The han. member 
for Mirani said that if the Liberal Govern­
mPnt had been returned to power, they 
would have done all the3e things. It is 
wonderful the lot of things they were going 
to do. It was so much gallery talk. \Vhy 
did they not say during the elections what 
they intended to do? Why did they not 
intim;;,t,, from a public platform that they 
intend,,d to work the sugar industry in the 
inbere .t•· of the people generally? It was 
our leader who first introduced the cane 
price board legislation in this Assembly, 
and it was our leader who received con­
gratulatory messages from the cane farmers 
of Mackay and Mirani and other portions 
of Queensland also. Further, the han. mem-

ber for Burrum moved later on 
[8 p.m.] a motion in favour of cane price 

boards k·gislation, and it is 
obvious from what I am saying now that 
the then leader of the Opposition was un­
;;uecBssful with his motion in favour of cane 
price boards legislation. It was made purely 
a party question, and the amendment on the 
Add1·esq in Reply was defeated. Later on 
the han. member for Burrum introduced a 
motion in favour of canB price boards legisla­
tion, and, with the support of the Labour 
party, he was suc~cssful in carrying it 
through to the second reading stage. 

The SE(RETARY FOR AGiliCl!LTURE: And 
then it was dropped. 

Mr. LARCOMBE: Yes. That was an in· 
stance of legislation being pa,ssed by "' 
majority of the people's representatives, and 
Hlen thB Premier rose in his place, as leade1 
of the Liberal party, and stated indignantly 
and autocra.tically that he would not permit 
that legislation to be carried any further. 

Mr. TOBIIE: Did he say that? 

Mr. LARCOMBE: He did, in reply to a 
question asked by the leader of the Opposi­
tion. The leader of the Opposition rose ih 
his place and asked when the Committeb 
stages of the Cane Price Boards Bill would 
be taken, and Mr. Donham, who was then 
Pr,·lmier, rose in his place in this Chamber 
and said the Committee c-ta,ges would not be 
taken that week, and certainlv would novel 
be taken while he was Premier of the State. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pl:BLIC INRTHUCJrroN : 
The present leader of the Opposition said it 
would splinter every plank in the Liberal 
platform. 

Mr. LARCOMBE: Notwithstanding that 
we are supposed to be governed by majoritv 
rule, that legislation was brushed a,,ide and 
nothing wccs done to protect the sugar­
gro\S or. Y <'t, after the elections, now that ., 
Labour pflrty hao been returned. we have 
hon. members opposite coolly claiming tha.t. 
they would have done the vcrv thing that 
they turned down wlwn they had an oppor­
tunity of r .. 1ssing that legislation. 

Mr. ToL~rrE: You are getting angry. 

:Mr. LARCOMBE: Yes, but I am not 
nearly as angry as when I was in Opposition. 
(Laughter.) I have only been a very short 

time in this Chamber, and previously have 
been in the gloomy shades of Opposition, but 
How I am ba ·king in the sunshine on the 
Government side, and I sympathise with the 
han. member for Toowoomba and his party. 
I want to point out that the cane price boards 
legislation is based on a report of the 
Sugn,r Commission that sat in Australia some 
time ago, so there is a precedent and author­
ity and the evidence of experts that this 
legislation was necessary and is necessary, 
and it r<·mains for a Labour Administra­
tion to render this great service to a great 
number of primary producers by passing 
cane price boards legislation. Proceeding, 
I wnnt to rleal briefly with the proposed re­
peal of the Industrial Peace Act and the sub­
stitution therefor of arbitration and con­
ciliation. I &m pleased to .hear that tht~ 
odious Industrial Peace Act is to be repealed. 
It was conc~·ived in iniquity and cradled in 
corruption, in an industrial sense. There is 
no doubt about that, and the object was to 
deprive the unionists of this State of a right 
which thcT have in New South 'Vales and in 
other State; of "'l.ustralia. The basis, the 
foundation, the corner-stone of all sound in­
dustrial measur<"< is the recognition of 
unionism. You have great combinations of 
Cltpibl on the one hand, and combinations 
of labour on the other hand in order to 
~ountcract the strength of those great capi­
talistic combina,tions. But the late Adminis­
tro.tion of this State refused to concede that 
C')mmon right to unionists. They refused to 
recognise the unions, and that refusal was 
the basis of all their industrial legislation. 
It is true that the Industrial Peace Act has 
not quite fulfilled the predictions of the 
Opposition. but if it had a. !auger trial 
I am satisfied there would have been great 
industrial trouble and industrial strife in 
this State a '• a result of the pa3sage of 
that measure. It has only been saved by 
a fortunate con1bination of circu1nstanco~ and 
by the loyalty of the unionists in their 
determination not to create industrial 
trouble. 

l\fr. BOOKEH: You don't sec the loyalty of 
the unionists in New South ·wales to the 
Labour Government there. Is there any 
loyalty there? 

Mr. LARCOMBE: Of course, there is 
loyalty, because the unions are recognised. 
(Hear. hear!) 'J'he Labour Government of 
New South '\Vales have never attempted to 
refuse to recognise unionists in New South 
Wales. 

l\1r. ToLMIE: La-,t year Labour in New 
South Wales lost over £EOO,OOO in wages 
owing to ;:,trikes .. 

Mr. LARC011BE: A more recit'l.l of facts 
shows nothing. \Ve want to take the number 
of strikes that occurred previous to the re­
turn of Mr. Holman and his colleagues. I 
h'1ve looked up the returns timt' and again, 
and thev show th tt thoro have not been 
ne>arlv · manv otr;kec under the Holman 
G0vc;·nment that there w0ro under previous 
Administrations. That is a positive fact. I 
am pleased that this Industrial Peace Act 
is to be npe,led. It is a recognition that 
the pn::,wnt Govcrnm~_,nt a!'e alive to their 
duty to the union;:jts of this State. Th<: rc­
pL;al of that Act and the substitution of 
con1pulf-ory conciliatjon and arbitrntion, and 
an amendment of the Trades 'Gnion Act, 
show that the Go,'ernment intend to mete 
out justice to the unions of this State. I 
beliece that compulsory conciliation and ar­
bitration will be succe"oful in Queensland as 
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it has been in the Federal arena. The Fed­
eral Act has been responsible for awards 
covering thousands and thousands of wor­
lwrs, and in not onr· instanc<J has there been 
a strike under that Act. Why? Because it 
rccogni.._es unionism, and bPC'auso it recog­
nises the industrial spirit of the age, and 
I believe the measure foreshadowed in the 
Governor's Speech will do similarly, and 
that we will have an era of industrial peace 
in this State such as has never previously 
been known. (Hear, hear !) I want now to 
kave controversial matters, and deal with 
a few matters concerning Central QueP-ns­
land. Just take the fact that the prc"ent 
Premier, the :Minister for Railways, and the 
Secretarv for Public Instruction all come 
from C<'ntral Queensland. Is not that a re­
cognition that. the Goyornmcnt arc prepared 
to extend justice and fair treatment to Cen­
tral Queensland, and have not they given 
the North splendid representation in the 
Minister for Agriculture, the T1·easurer, and 
the :\Iinister for 11incs also! It shows that 
this Administration is prepared to extend 
Justice to all parts of this State. It is a well­
lmmvn fact that, prior to the Labour party 
coming into po,vcr, there \vas only one 
Central Queensland representative in the Ad­
Inini::;.tration. For year:~ there was no repro­
'entative, but last year, and in 1912 also, 
there was only one r·8pre~-cntative1 and he 
had to rc-,ign his position in 1912 becau:,c of 
the injmtice bc,ing meted out to the Central 
district bv the Denham .\dminiotration. 

~:Ir. A~::.I'·'TRONG: I rerLmnber "\vhen ~·ou 
had five Ministers out of seven from the 
Central and North. 

Mr. L"\RC011BE: 'The hon. member is 
going be' k to the Stone Ag<' now. I am 
talking about the last six or seven years, and 
the hon. member is going back prior to 1893, 
when there were practically no Labour mem­
bers at all from the Central district. \V E 

know there has onlv been the late 2\Iinister 
for Public Instruct,ion, Mr. Grant. in the 
Denham Administration for the last few 
years. He was in and out, and in 1912 he 
found it incumbent upon him to resign his 
po"ition because lw said the Denham Ad­
ministration were scandalously neglecting 
the interests of that district. That is the way 
the preyions .\dministration has treated the 
Central district. Now we have the Premier 
and two or thr,ee :Ministers. 

'The SPEAKER: Order l The hon. mem­
ber has occupied thE: time allowed him by 
the Standing Orders. 

Mr. VOWLES (IJalhy) : I rise to support 
the motion moved bv the hon. member for 
Oxlev. On the laet occasion Parliament was 
opened, I was one of those that did not 
speak on the Acldrc·~s in Reply. My reason 
for not doing so was because I am perfectly 
satisfied that all the time wasted on thu 
Addrro;s in Heply could b~ devoted to some 
1nore useful purposA. 

The SllfR£TARY FOR AGRICULTFRE: Is that 
why you arc speaking en this occasjon? 

:Mr. VO\VLER: I am speaking on this occa­
~ion bec . .;_uso rnanv n1cn1berR cf the :House 
who stated !a,t yc:~r that they considered the 
_\ddress in Reply should ha vo been cut out 
have spoken, t-O it appears to me 'v0 are 
going to adopt the old procedure, and I am 
going to have mv speech, and ventilate my 
grievance; like other members. 

Mr. BERTR \11 : \'\~hy not make your prote>t 
and resume your seat? 

[1lh·. Larcombe. 

Mr. VOWLES: I hope the hon. membP] 
will do that, because he is one of those whc; 
protested last time. The Addr0~s in Repl;r 
a•"sures the Throne of our continued loyalt_y 
towards that Throne. I think there is very 
little occasion for us to impre's the loyalty 
of <:;lueensla.nd upon the Sovereign of Great 
Britc.in. I think the fact that. so mam of 
our youn?; men have gone to support' the 
Empire at the Dardanelles and elsewhere 
will be sufficient guarantc•e of that. if ever 
that was ncce'-'ary. Queensland has ever 
been !oval, and, as p.n·t of the Common­
wealth. '"~ have contributed our quota to 
assist the En1pire in this grf'at ,~-ar as ·well 
as the o!her State•· I know, as far as my 
own district is concerned, we have contri­
buh'd not less than 300 men; >ve have 
contributNI a v<'rv large sum of money as 
well as other support to the Empire. I know 
other districts have behaved as lovallv as 
that. I have not congratulated a1I those 
young. m:en who have dono their duty _in 
the d1•tnct. as I have had no opportumty 
o£ seeing them, and I take the opportunity 
of doing it now. I admire them for what 
tlwv have done, and I am veF sorrv I was 
unable to be .with them. Nn,~·. with refer­
ence to the Speech and the legislation fore­
sh·,dowed in it. I would. first of all, like to 
refer bricf!v to the r-emarks made b-, the hon. 
member fo1· Burke vesterdav in reference to 
your appointment to this Chamber. I must 
say that, as far as the hon. member for 
Bun·um is f'sJncernC"d, I am quito at one 
with him. I ,,m not a believer in obstruc­
tion, and I say that, had I been in his 
po,ition I would have acted just the e-ame 
a" he did, bec~u&e I am certain there was a 
bona fide misunderstanding, and he believed 
just 0xuctly ac. I did, who was sitting im­
mediately b0hind him, that he was rightlv 
in pow,cs'licm of the floor; and I still think 
ht' 'vas in pos<;;e~sion. I havo no brief for 
him, but I simply say that in his justifica­
tion, because his name has been drawn into 
the newspapers. to m• mind, unjustly. They 
did not give him the benefit of the mistake, 
which occurred through no fault of his; but 
if he did make a mistake-I do not think he 
did-and if he was out of order on that 
occasion, I do not think the Premier was 
any more in order. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTl:RE : \Vhom 
an:. you blaming? 

Mr. VOWLES: I am blaming our stupid 
Standing Orders, that do not make provision 
for occasiom like that. and I think the 
sooner the Premier and the Standing Orders 
Committee take into consideration the sug­
gestion thrown out by the han. member for 
Burkt', to prevent us getting into these 
ridicuious position', the better it will be for 
all concerned. 

11r. :MACARTNEY: If the Premier had seen 
the Clerk indicate that the han. member 
had the Chajr, he would not have donu what 
he did. 

Tho PREMIER : I think if the hon. member 
for BmTum made a mistake, he is the proper 
person to explain, not others. 

Mr. VO\VL.ES : Tlwre is no mistake. That 
is m:v idea of it, and I simply say it because 
I want to justify his action, because I would 
ha Ye clone the same. 

The PRE1TIER: You ought to bury it. 
:\Ir. VOWLES: It is not a question of 

burying, because if he was out of order, so 
was the Premier. 

The PRE1f!ER : \V e hear vou say so. 
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Mr. VOWLES: I say so now. 
The PREMIER : Keep on saying so. 

Mr. VOWLES: We will let that matter 
stand. There seems to be a current of 
apology coming from the Government side 
for the conduct of the last election. (Go­
vernment laughter.) I do not know why 
they should have to apologise. It is unusual. 
·when you find them going out of their way 
to do it, there must be some good cause. i: 
know that I was done the honour during 
the election of having the Premier come to 
my electorate. I have read his speeches 
and I must say if all the members misre~ 
presented the subjects of the dav as he did 
!hen thev are. in a very unenviable positio~ 
If they are gomg to carry out their promises 
on the hustings. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: They are doing it. 

Mr. VOWLES: Then we had the last hon. 
member. the hon. member for Kepnel apolo­
gising for the future. He tells ,ls that we 
cannot expect "Rome to be built in a day," 
so to speak. He tells us that he cannot 
justify the promises that were made on the 
hustings. and he asks us and the people of 
Queensland t? forgive them if they are not 
able to do It. \Ve were told that if the 
Labour Government got on the Treasury 
~enche~ miracle~ we_re going to be performed 
Immediately and pnces were coming down to 
normal. 

Mr. FOLEY: Who said that? 

1\IIr. VOWLES : 'l'he Premier, amongst 
others, in Dalby. 

The PnEMIER : That miracles were going to 
be performed? 

Mr. VOWLES: ~o~ in so many words, 
but that the cost of hvmg was coming down 
immediately. 

The PREMIER: I did not say " immedi­
ately." 

:VIr. VOWLES: Oh, then, are we to wait 
ten years? 

The PRE11IER: No, in a reasonable time; 
but, as a matter of fact, they have come 
dO>vn immediately, 

Mr. VOWLES: The hon. member has 
fou~~ that when people get into responsible 
positiOns they have to justify their state­
ments. He cannot do so. He is in this posi­
tion: That he will be able to put on the 
statute-hook certain socialistic le~islation­
party legislation-legislation whi~h is in· 
tended for the benefit of one side of the com­
munity on~y, to the disadvantage of the 
other portwn of the community. That is 
the position he is in. That is what he ana 
his confrero.s are gloating over. As regards 
these promises of a decrease in the cost of 
living, one of the first actions or one of 
the actions, of the Government 'has been to 
deal with the butter question. \Vo find that 
in order to justifv their action the'" are tell­
ing us that there· was not sufficiE'nt butter in 
Queensland for local consumption. 

GOVERNli!ENT MEMBERS : Oh no ! Who said 
that? ' 

Mr. VO\YLRS: That was the basis of the 
right to come in and commandeer it, as it 
was being <>xportcd, to the detriment of the 
~),,ople of Queensland. 

The PREMIER: If that is the basis of the 
right to commandeer, on what basis did you 
propose to commandeer sugar ? 

Mr. VOWLES: On what basis did I pro­
pose to commandeer sugar? I did not ask 
:;ou to do that. !Laughter.) Speaking yes· 
terday in this House, in reply to a question 
by an hon. member on this side, the Pre­
mier made the statement that sincP the 
price of butter has been fixed at £9 16s. per 
cwt., he has evidence of butter-first-dass 
butter, too-having been sold at a less price. 

The PREMIER: That is correct. 

Mr. VOWLES: I should like proof of 
that. I am going to ask the hon. member, 
by question, if he will not do it now, to 
produce that proof. That same first-class 
butter can be sold at £11 15s. to-dav in 
Melbourne, and he told us that last '~oek, 
or since the price was fixed, he knew of 
concrete cases where butter was sold for less 
than £9 16s per cwt. 

The PREMIER: It is being done to-day in 
Brisbane. 

Mr. VOWLES: Will the hon. member give 
us the cases or produce the evidence? 

The PREMIER: YPs, I will give you the 
names of the person" who arc buying it for 
less. The biggest grocers in Brisbane are 
buying it for less than £9 16s. 

Mr. VOWLES: I am very pleased to have 
that assurance from the Premier. I am 
going to ask him more about it later on. I 
want the whole evidence, and I will ask him 
a question about it. I see it is foreshadowed 
here that we are to have an amendment of 
the Land Act again. The only indication 
that has been given to this House as to 
what that amendment is going to be is that 
we are going to have the principle of per­
petual lease introduced in a way in which 
it does not exist now-it is not enforced now 
in respect to all lands. I would like to 
have seen some reference in the Governor's 
Speech to what I consider is, next to the 
war, the most import,ant problem that 
Queensland has to tackle-that is, the sub­
ject of prickly-pear. There is no reference 
~o it at all, and, surely, it cannot be through 
1gnoranc<>. Members on the Government 
side. particularly the Minister for Lands, 
muct know what prickly-PE'ar means to 
QUPC'nsland. He must know that during the 
last two years, while the people have been 
standing by watching for the results of the 
expFriments at Dulacca, they were " hoping 
against hope" that some method might be 
devised whereby prickly-pear could be 
tackled economicallY. In the meantime that 
prickly-pear has be,en growing and growing 
and growing. 'I'housando and thousands of 
acres of estates have been taken charge of 
it in that time. With thet knowledge, and 
the knowledge-! say advisedlv-that the 
Roberts experiments have not come up to 
expectation--

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Has it 
grown more~ than usual since the 22nd )\,fa,-? 

Mr. VOWLES : I am not saying that. 
We were all standing by, marking time, as 
it were, waiting the developments of those 
experiments, and I think we are all satisfied 
that the developmenb are not going to be 
practical. 

Mr. KIRWAK: Is that so? 
Mr. VOWLES: That is my opmwn, and 

it is the opinon of many other persons who 
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have an experience of that particular pest, 
and it is time that the Government got a 
move on. 

'rhe PREMIER: You say that the late Go· 
vernment failed? 

Mr. VOWLES: I will discuss that with 
the hon. member later on, when I have more 
timP. I see from the newspapers that it is 
the intention of the Government to start 
State coalmincs. Vvhether that is wise or 
not is a rna tter for them. Historv will tell 
us. Now, if they are going to establish these 
coalmines in the various centres, there is a 
matter I would like very much to bring be­
fore the Minister for Mine;;, and it is that 
we hav<> very large coal deposits and mines 
in the vicinity of Dalby, Warra, and Chin­
chilla. If it is intended to establish a State 
coalmine in that vicinity for the benefit of 
the \Vest, he has on the Jimbour Plains 
mines that have already been developed as 
far back as 1884. 

Mr. KIRWAN: Is it good steam coal? 

Mr. VOWLES: Yes. I do not want to be­
labor this matter, but this coal was exploited 
in Sir Joshua Peter Bell's time. I am talk­
ing about the matter simply to impress it 
upon the Government, and my district and 
Queensland generally will benefit if I can 
get what I am suggesting. This particular 
seam is 7 feet thick. It has been tried. Here 
is the report of Messrs. Jack and Etheridge-

" The quality of the coal is that known 
as ' free burning, long flame' or 
' cannel ' coal. It is hard and brilliant 
in fracture, does not soil the hands, and 
will stand exposure to weather or rough 
carriage without injuring or loss by 
waste. It ignites with great facility, 
burns freely with long flame and com· 
paratively little smoke; it does not coke, 
but burns to white heavy ash without 
any cinder. As a steam coal it comes 
closely up to the average of the Ipswich 
now in use on the railway in regard to 
the work done per ton, but it has a 
great advantage in its superior hardiness 
and weather-resisting qualities." 

The other report is a book by Messrs. Fryer 
and Gregory. 1'he reason I mention that is 
that it is on th? Jondowaie railway line, ex­
\J,ctly half a mile from that railway. It is 
situated near the Jimbour homestead where 
all the appointments are in existenc~ neces­
sary to carry on a State coalmine. 

Mr. \YFLLINGTON: Is it on Crown lands? 

Mr. VO\YLES: No, but it can be resumed 
at a reasonable price if necessary, although 
I .suppo'e the Government has the right to 
mme for coal the same as anybody else. 
At any rate, there is the manager's resi­
dence, a butcher's shop, and a school a 
school of arts, and so on, right down t~ a 
cemetery, all ready; and in addition to that 
there is !' very !Jne .water supply close handy. 
That railway hne IS one of those lines that 
goes through Dalby as a centre. Good coal 
is being worked by private companies at 
Warra. The CommiRgioner is using it at 
present for his Western service but the dis­
advantage is that it is more than 50 miles 
from Toowoomba, and it affects the Bell 
J ondowaie, and the Tara lines. and the tw~ 
lines going through in the other direction, 
east and west. If Dalby is going to be a 

[Mr. Vowles. 

coaling station, then by utilising the coal 
from this land von will be getting rid of 
the congestion wl1ich necessarily takes place 
if you are going to bring it backwards and 
forwards on the main Southern and \V estern 
line. 

Mr. KIRWAX: And a saving of carriage. 

Mr. VOWLES: Yes, it saves 30 miles 
c1.rriago each way. 

Hon. J. HuxHAM: \Vhy has it not been 
worked by private enterprise if it is as 
good as that? 

Mr. VOWLES: I will tell hon. members 
the reason. A Cc)mpany was formed, and 
iust about that time the construction of the 
Jondowaie line was put off. Since then we 
have h.td such rem·nlcably bad seasons that 
the mone7 is not about to do it. I do not 
R~lppose that the hon. member .realises wh!'t 
conditions '' e have been workmg under m 
the Dalby district for the last four years. 
\V e are suffering from a· drought, consider­
ablv more intense than the big drought of 
1902. It has not come on us suddenly, but 
gradually. and it is at its clima'< now. The 
thing is hopeless. We have not a hoof of 
stock in the district. We have sent 50,000 
sheep to the Burnett; and our cattle, in­
cluding dairying cattle, are in the railway 
lines on ev<>rv side. That is where the un­
fortunate Ji~bour selectors reside, and I 
want to sav a little bit so far as they are 
concerned. "I hope it will sink into the heart 
of the Premier, and I hope he will inquire, 
as soon as possible, into the conditions under 
which those people are labouring, and give 
all the assistance he can in reason. 

The PREMIER: You know it is being investi­
gated now. 

Mr. VOWLES : I know it is, and I. want 
to see that the investigation will be carried 
to a proper conclusion. 

The PREMIER : You do not think that they 
will not be? 

Mr. VOWLES: I do not want to see them 
shelved. 

The PREJIIER : There is no chance of them 
being shelved with this Government. 

Mr. VOWLES: W£ know that in the pur­
chase of t.hat Ian<:l the Government were 
actuated bv the best of motives. It as the 
Kidston-:viorgan Government that bought 

the land, and they secured it for 
[8.30 p.m.] clooer settlenwnt, but when the 

pri<:e was settled after the 
various la'\suit> in connection with the 
ni rtte, tho Government had to pay crmsi<:ler­
ablv over £1 an acre more than they ex­
rwctcd to pay for it, and that ineroased 
pri''O has be on passed on to the mlector. 
En~rv me1nber of this House ·who knows any­
thini about the subject agree, ~hat the_p:ice 
whioh wta~ ask0d for the lana >v"s n<:liCu­
louslv high. :vion should be put on the lund 
for th.' purpose of keeping them there, and 
not for the purpose of g<>tting ''hat capital 
thev may possess. The selectors on that 
estrlte h.ftve experienced such bad s-easons 
that if thev had got their land for nothing 
thev could "not have made a succPss of their 
entC.rprise. They have p<1id only one deposit 
i.a five years, or in son1e casP,~ six y-ears. 

Mr. CoYNE: They need machinery. 

:VIr. VOWLES: What good woul<:l agri­
cultural machinery be to them when thev 
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have no crops? It was bad enough for the 
unfortunate selectors to put their money into 
cows, which died. 

The PREMIER : You are not blaming the 
Government for this? 

Mr. VOWLES: ::'-To. I am asking the 
Government to give the matter every con­
sideration. 

The PREMIER: It is now rer~iving every 
consider.:dion. 

Mr. VO'vVLES : I advocated the case of 
the selectors before, and the Government met 

'them in the way they asked. This was not 
that the purohasing pricB should be reduced, 
but that they should be grantc'C! an extension 
of the berm o[ payment, and that the arrears 
should be capitalised. That wns conceded by 
the late Government, but since then there 
ha.:> been a l"er~urrence of bad ,,easons, "\vhich 
has made it absolutely impossible for any 
man to carry on at all, v:ith tho result that 
I induced the late Government, just before 
the end of last session, to agree to the ap­
pointment of a commission, who would go 
into the Jimbour question ·,vith the object of 
revaluing and reclasoifying the land. That 
commission was appointed, and it has made 
some inquiric·-, and I understand that the 
men1bcrs of the connnis-,ion are going to 
visit the estate very shortly. I sincc,·ely 
trust that the Govcrnmo:·nt will give due 
weight to their finding,, which can only be 
that pres~nt conditions are absulutely hope­
le,e, and that there must be a substantial 
reduction grante•d to the selectors. The 
Denham Government did everything they 
possibly could to assist the'e men. They 
found t-hem send wheat, labour, and 
machinery, and did ever)·thing that was 
possible; and now, unless \Ve get rain ,vithin 
the next few weeks, I regret to say that the 
whole of that money, labour, and <-cced put 
into the land will be lost. 'vVe have had only 
5 inches of rain during the last six months. 
This leads me to anot.her subject, and that 
is the connection of the 'vVestern country 
with the coast at some suitable point. That 
point should be the terminuo of the Bell line, 
or the terminus of the J ondowaie line. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : You are 
a great believer in Dalby? 

Mr. VOWLES : I am a great believer in 
Dalby. It is only 40 miles from either of 
these termini to the railway in the Burnett, 
and the engineering difficulties are almost 
nil. At the present time we get produce 
from Nanango, and, though the distance 
across the Bunya Mountains is onh· 60 
miles in a straight lin<·, that produce has to 
go from Theebine down to Brisbane, 
through Toowoomba, and up to Dalby, with 
the result that the p!'oduce costs a great deal 
more than it is really worth. If the connec­
tion w.hich I suggest is made, stock can be 
taken to the 'vV estern district from the 
coast, where they will eat down the rank 
grass and make the country more suitable 
for sheep. vYe have driven more than 50,000 
sheep across those ranges on to the coast 
lands, but if this railway connection were 
established those &hoop and stock generally 
could be taken safely and quickly to suitable 
places for agistn1ent, with practically no 
loss, whereas now they are dying wholesale. 
It is no uncommon thing to have a drought 
in Queensland. 'vVc know that drougTtt.' fre­
qu~ntly recur in the history of the West, 
and if we see a lllNtns of preventing some of 
th€' losses w-hich take place, at a compara-

tively small cost in the way of railway con­
struction, then I say that such means should 
be seriously considered by the Government. 

Mr. COLLINS: Your Liberal Government 
v;ould not build the line. 

J\lr. VO\VLES: We have a.t present sur­
vevors there surveying the most practicable 
route for connecting the two centres to which 
I have referred. \Ve have had all the mem­
bers of the late Ministry and several mt'm­
bcrs of the present Government visiting th~ 
country, and when they came back they. all 
spoke in glo" ing terms of the beauttful 
countrv '"hich thev had inspected. There are 
large areas of Crown land on the other side 
of the Bunya Mountains that are worth .£3 
an acre and if thev were thrown open for 
select,io,;, they would "be selected iJ?m~diately, 
provided that railway commumcation was 
established. There are men on the ranges 
who have hundreds of acres of Rhodes gra""' 
but unfortunately there is no water there. 
Those men have gone out into the wilder­
ness a;•d carved out homes for themselv<'" 
there with the expectation that reasonable 
railwav facilities would be given to them at 
an earh date I have consistently advocated 
the building of the line mentioned, but really 
there are so manv railways required in my 
electorate that I· almost feel as if I were 
asking for more than my share. The point; 
I wish to emphasise now is the connecting 
line between Maryborough and t~e IV: est. 
If the Government take that proJect mto 
consideration and build the railway, they 
will be doing a good thing, not only for the 
electors of the Dalbv district, but also for 
the electors of the "Southern Burnett and 
N anango districts, and they will giv<; facili­
ties to people of the West to get their stock 
on to good pastures. 

Mr. KIRWAN: It should be a national 
railway. 

Mr. VOWLES: The han. member for 
Brisbane has been through the country and 
knows all about it. The han. member for 
:Maree and several other members sitting on 
that side of the Houee hD.ve also been 
through the country and know the need th!'lt 
there is for a railway ; and I hope they will 
use their influence with the Premier to get 
it constructed. I trust it will not be very 
long before the present Minister for Rail­
wavs will visit the country. If he does, I 
a,m" sure he will come to the conclusion that 
the railway is necessary. I ',vas rather 
amused to hear the speech delivered last 
night by the han. member for Albert. I 
have read or heard some most remarkable 
speecheq made by that han. gentleman dur­
ino- the recent election. I understood that 
he

0 
was advocating the platform <Jf the 

farmers' pnrtv. He f'ttme into my electorate, 
and because "I would not knuckle down to 
and join the farmers' party, he so~ght to 
make mincemeat of me, but I am still here. 
(Hear, hear! and laughter.) _Last night he 
claimed to be a State sociahst. I do not 
know whether that will meet with the 
approval of the farmers' party. 

The PRE:I!IER: I have heard him say that 
before. 

Mr. VOWLES: The han. member has said 
a lot of things. He told the people of Dalby 
that he was a friend of the workerP, and 
I read in one of the Brisbane newspapers 
that Mr. Appel had been appointed the 

Jl;h. Vowles.] 
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leader of the farmers' party, and that he 
had contributed large sums of money to that 
party; in other words, that he had bought 
his job. \Vhon he was speaking last night 
I did not know whether h(• was spea,king 
as the administrative head of the brmers' 
party, but I venture to think he was not, 
beeause I do not believe that is one of the 
planks of their platform. He Faid that mf·m­
bers sitting on the front benches would find 
that they would he placed in a very peculiar 
position in having to support cerb(in legisla­
tion-that is, legislation of which they did 
not approve. He told us at election time 
that he was placed in that unfortunate posi· 
tion and that he was the tool of the Denham 
party, that he was one of those unfortunate 
little boys who had to do wha,t he v.<1s told. 
He discovered that after he retired from the 
Government, but not before. .As a, nwmber 
of the Denham party I was not aware that 
certain things had occurred in connection 
with subsidies to hospitals, and I do not 
know vchether any other member of the 
party-unless he was a Cabinet Minister-·· 
wa,s awarL of tho•;e things; and I regret that 
a member who was plac8d in a position of 
confidence as a Cabinet Minister-I am sorry 
that the hon. member for Albert is not pre 
sent to hear what I say-should betray what 
he learned at a Cabinet meeting. He told 
us that the Denha,m Government had told 
a lie in connection with that matter and 
in the very next breath he told us tha,t he 
was the man who told the lie. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Are vou 
going to have him expelled from y"our 
union? 

:Mr. VOWLES: I do not belong to the 
Farmers' Union. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : I mean 
. the la »Vyers' union. 

Mr. VO\VLES: I am very sorry to note 
that there are so ma,ny contentious measures 
foreshado\ved in the Government programme. 
To my mind, this is not a proper time to 
create any sort of dissension. The han. 
member for Keppel said that we brought 
forward a contentious matter in the form of 
an Elections Bill. \Vha,t aro the Govern· 
mont bringing forward now? TheY are 
bringing forward what one might call " re­
volutionary legislation." They a,re going to 
undo all that has been done in the pa.et. Is 
this a, time to be sparring at one another 
over such matters? Among the Bills men­
tioned in the Speech is one for the a,mend­
ment, er repeal, of the Industrial Peace Act. 
GOVERN~IENT ME1IBERS: Hea,r, hear! 

~h. VOWLES : It is all very well to say 
"Hel\r, hear," but I have never seen any 
evid~mco add11:ccd ~y any epeakor on the 
hustmge, or m thiS House which would 
justify an interference v<Tith 'that particular 
piece of legislation. The workers do not 
want it repealed. They are perfectly satis­
fied with ip, beca_use it has brought .about 
the effects It wa,s mtro-duced for-that is, for 
the purp-'Se of preventing strikes amongst 
workmen. 

:l>lr. ToL,IIE: It ga,ve them peace and 
prosperib-. 

Mr. YOWLES: The hi,torv of New South 
\Vales and Queensland in 'relation to in­
dustrial strikes in the last twelve months, 
or two years. is sufficient argument in itself 
f~>r keeping that particular piece of legi·,]a­
tion on the statute-book. Are we going to 
ha vc the state of affairs existing in Queens-
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land as exists in Kew South Wales to-day, 
where you have miners open!~- defying the 
Ia w and you are not in a position to recover 
the penalties awarded? If we do that, then 
we are only tinkering with legislation. I 
see it is mentioned in the Governor's Speech 
that a Royal Commission will be appointed 
to inquire into the working of all bra,nehes 
of the public servicP. I think that is very 
desirable, and I suggest to the :Minister for 
Lands and the Premier that, when they are 
dealing with that matter, there is one cias. 
of individuals in the Lands Department who 
should be given the benefit of the Public 
Service Act. I refer to the Crown lands 
rangers. I live in a country di•,trict, and I 
know all about the work that they have got 
to do. The salaries and allowances given 
to them are not sufficient to encourage good 
men to remain in the oervice. If you want 
good men, you want to offer them some in­
ducement to rise. 

Mr. CARTER : Why didn't you sa,y that last 
year. 

Mr. VOWLES: I did sa~' it, and the 
Minister said he would give the matter con­
sideration. I know their salaries ha,ve been 
raised, but their prospects of rising in the 
department are no better. The proper per­
son who should become Commissioner for 
Lands is the man who started at the bottom 
of the tree and who knows all about his 
subject. \Vhere do the members of the Land 
Court a,nd all the other high positions come 
from? They all come out of the Brisbane 
office. \Vhat can they be expected to know 
about the practical side of land matters? 
We have competent men who have been 
there, and who are getting old in the service. 

Mr. C'~RTER: You are criticising your own 
party . 

Mr. VOWLES: Yes, I know; but as the 
Government a,re inquiring into the public 
service, I am asking them to take notice 
of the position of tl-ie Crown land rangers. 
\Ve hear about the curse of land monopoly, 
and thi'! is a matter that comes under the 
jurisdiction of the rang-er. \Ve must protect 
the Crown assets, and we must offer these 
men inducements so that they will run 
straight. I do not say that they do not run 
straight, but we don't want men who have 
got into a groove, who have got no ambition, 
a,nd who have got no opportunities to get on. 
A good deal has been said about the Elec­
tions Act. So far a' I am concerned. I do 
not care how it is amended. I fought my 
battle against two different sections and won 
it. I was onP of those returned on the con­
tingent Yote, and I say if you are going to 
have a contingent vote, which you must have 
when there arc more than two candidates, it 
must be made compulsory. I see no objec· 
tion to it at all. If a man is compelled to 
vote, as he is under the present legisla­
tion--

The PREMIER : ·which you supported. 

Mr. VOWLES: Yes-which I supported­
he should be compelled to use the contingent 
vote. 

The PRE:V!IER: Did vou contend that when 
the Bill was before th.c House? 

Mr. VO\VLES: No, you did not move an 
amendment, or I would have done so. It 
is proposed to amend the Local Authori­
ties Act and alter the franchise. I cannot 
sec any sense in a,ltering the method in the 
direction asked. I quite agree that the 
franchise from the local authorities point of 
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view should be made more liberal, but if you 
are going to allow every elector, wh<>thc'r a 
property-owner or not, to have a vote in 
connection with the borrowing of monev, 
loans which are chargeable against the land­
owner. the land being re,.ponsible for it, I 
say it is not a proper thing. If I have a 
property and somebody else is going to say, 
"\Ve are going to borrow money, and it is 
going to put an incumbrance on your own 
land," there is no justice in it. If you are 
going to give everybody a vote, you will 
have to subsidise the local authorities so that 
thosB who vote will be contributing some­
thing indirectly towards running them. I 
do not propose to say much further, except 
to add that it is my intention to support all 
lefiislation introduced that is for the benefit 
of the State and not for one section of the 
State. I will give the leader of the Go­
vernment assistance in every way I possibly 
can to help him along, and to help along the 
work of this House, and I am certain that 
the party I belong to will do the same. l 
ask the Pr<'mier to g-o slow, and not g-o in 
for what. to my mind, is experimental legis­
lation. He knows, and we all know, that 
Queensland is in a very peculiar position 
at the present time. \Ve are going through 
a drou!l'ht. Money is going to be hard to 
get. The Government will find that out 
when they go to look for their loan, and tho 
public will find it out when the public works 
have to stop. We are faced with these diffi­
culties. If this war keeps on, it will be still 
harder to get money. 

The PREMIER : The Denham Government 
could have got over two and a-half millions 
last year. 

Mr. VOWLES: You cannot get it to-day. 
You cannot get it from Mr. Fisher to-day. 
'What is wrong? Has the State credit gone 
to pieces since the Labour Government got 
on the Treasury benches ? 

The PRE}!IER: No. 

l\Ir. VO\YLES: Money is going to be hard 
to get, and these things will be hard to carry 
Dut. This is not the time to impose heavy 
taxation unnecessarily. We hav0 the history 
of \YAstern Australia so far as nationalisa­
tion is concerned. \Ye kno·w what has hap­
pened there, and we do not want to see our 
State in that position. I exhort the Pre­
mier to go ,]ow. to take things steadily. 
If the Gm-ornment are going to do as fore­
shadmved by private members-the privato 
memb0rs all seem to know the contents of 
the varions Bills--

·The PHE1IIER : You do not suggest that 
I am fast. do you? 

Mr. VOWLES: ~o, I do not. You are 
pc .. rtieularly ,]ow. I siwply offer that sug­
gc•stion to the hon. gentleman to go slow. 
That is all we can do on this side---offer 
advirt''. Any amendn1cnt \vhirh \VC move can 
b.-, bludgeoned by the members sitting be­
hind the Government. I ask the Premier to 
ue'? _his might judiciously. There is a sug­
ge·,twn madP by the hon. member for Kep­
pl'l-hc did not ·.ay it straight out, but he 
;;ugg-ested it-that outside influence was at 
work, which brought about the appointment 
of th0 leader of the Oppo,ition. 

:Mr. LARC01IBE: You know it is true. 

Mr. VO\VLES: It is absolutely untrue, 
so far as I am concerned. There is no out­
side influence, so far as I am concerned. 

The suggestion was that members of this 
party were "got at" by some tinancial 
institutions-by the Tramways Company, 
th" m<>at trust, and se·>"eral other institu­
tions. Tho sug·gestion is that I and other 
members on this •.ide have been bribed, and 
>YO were induced to go against our inclina­
tions and Fupport ::\lr. :Macartney against our 
Wishes. 

Mr. 
ney's 
trust? 

LAROOMBE: Does not Mr. Macart­
firm represent the American meat 

::\Ir. VOWLES: I do not know that there 
i' such a thing as the American meat trust. 
I am dealing with the suggestion of the hon. 
member. If the hon. member suggests that 
I wao approached by anybody, I say it is 
absolutclv false. It is all verv well for 
young m~n like the hon. member" for Keppel 
to sit thno and act like a clown, and criti­
cise .111 old and well tried member like Mr. 
:Wiacartucy. 

A GOI'ERX.,lEX1' 1\1E:\IllER: He has the same 
privileges as any other member. 

Mr. VO\VLES: Yes, l know all mcmocrs 
have their privileges, but you do not want 
to abuse your privileges. 

Mr. LARCOJIIBE : You know it is absolutely 
true 
~h. VOWLES: You want to be fair. At 

any rate, w~ have the satisfaction of know­
ing that the explosion has come early_ and 
we know what we have got to face in the 
future. I invite the han. member fer Keppel 
to prove his statements, and to bring any 
evidence hf' possibly can. 

::\1r. LIRCOMBE: I will do so. 

Mr. VOWLES: I challenge you to do it 
Let us have it early in the battlP Don't 
let us have it at elertion time, and have 
the electors gulled again. (Government 
laughter.) 

The PREc.UER : You a eked me about the 
firm selling butter just now. 

Mr. VOWLES: I asked you if you could 
substantiate a certain statement, and after 
~"orne hesitation you said, "Yes." 

The PREMI~R: I will give you the name oi 
one firm-Barn and Roberts. You can buy 
butter on bcttc1· terms ther0 than you claim. 

J\Ir. VO'WLES: You are drawing a red 
herring across tho track. I have disj'losed of 
that part of it. I will ask the question in 
the House. 

The PREoriER : I can give you the name 
of another firm-Park. 

~,fr. Tor.~nE: From whom do they buy it? 
The PREJIIIER: From butter agents. 

M.r. VO\VLES: I will a<k the Premier the 
full questwn, and he can give me a full 
answer. 'When I was interrupted by the 
Premi<'r, I was dealing with an attack made 
bv the hon. member for Keppel on tho hon. 
~ember for Toowong. Although we have a 
right to criticise, I think we should be fair in 
our criticism ; we should be honest, and not 
make statements that we emmot substan­
tiate" So far as the suggestions are c-on­
cerned thev must not bo actuated by a 
n1aiici~us n{otivo. 

:\Ir. L.mcO~fBE: They arc true. 

111r, Vowles.] 
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Mr. VO'vVLES: The hon. membur makes 
'' otakment that mem.bers on this side have 
been "got at." I knmv nothing about it. 
The. hon. member 'uggests that nnderground 
ong.meers have pulled the strings, and thai 
v<:·nous n1e1nbers have been bribed. 

The PREoliER: You are putting up Aunt 
Sallif'' to knock them down. 

. :'l·lr. VO\VLES: I am dealing with sugges­
twm that have been made abGat the leader 
of tho Opposition. If these suggc•<tions had 
been ,rna-de about the le':der ?f th'? Opposi­
ti<.m mst. year:, I could 1magme h1m rising 
'nth mcbf?n;,tw_n and ownding up here as a 
man of high nrtue, who should never have 
such a suggestion thrown at him. 

The PREoiiER: Neither he should. 

_ )Ur. VO~VLES: ThP e ;s no difference. 
.'.;ow, I will conclude, and in doing so I 
'':Uuld r;ongratulate the Premier on his acce3-
"on to the Trc'llsury benches. I -do not think 

anyone_ has c:ongratul.ated hin1 .~,o 
[9 p.m.] far. He .and his party h,"ve won 

the ekctwn, and we say when 
JOU aro ... beaten Y?U h.avo to take your lick­
lllg. VV 0 were hcke.a at the last election. 
.'b to. whether w_e were licked by misrepre­
scr~tatJO'l or not does not matter. The future 
Will spc.1k for itself. The gentlemen in 
charge of t9e front Trebury benches have 
made cert:un Matements. They have to 
carry out the promises t.lwv have made and 
thDy haye . to justify t~Pir: existen_cc. 'They 
cannot ;uo It all by puttmg legislation on the 
statute-cook. And let me state here that 
M. far as my elect.ion is concerned, I m~ 
1mte cure the] v. Ill have to satisfy the 
~abour electors of Dalby that those state­
ments the Premier made on the occasion .he 
honour~d us with a visit were correct. Since 
the pnces of commodities have not fallen 
and did not fall within a reasonable tim~ 
after the election, and many of them are still 
on the increase, he will have to explain to 
the electors the reasons why ,he made those 
statements. 

. Mr. STOPFORD (Mount Morgan): I de­
sire, first of all, to congratulate you, Mr. 
Spe<>~er, on the position yon hold, because 
I b_c~wve you are well qualified to fill that 
positi~m. I also desire to congratulate the 
Prenuer and other memlers who occupy the 
front Treasury bench. I desire also to ex­
ten~ my. hearty congratulations to that 
senhon of the t·ormnunity whrme lova.lty to 
the Labour m.oveme'!t for the past- twenty­
fh·e. Jerus, durmg wluch time they have been 
subJed.ed to yictimis<>tio';l and suffering, has 
n;ade It possible for then· representatives to 
Sit -:n t~e front Tre<>sury bench to-night. I 
r_c:;hse that ne1·er before in the history of 
thrs ~t9-te ":ere men. c~~led upon to take up 
~· positron at responsibility .n.t a more critical 
,,me than t~e present. In th.e fr.rst place, we 
have the drsastrous war brmgmg ,ufferin"' 
and illness to the peoplR, and n~turall; 
aff0ctmg ~he welfare of tho people of fhis 
~tate. "; e also have the local trouble of 
drought m many parts of QuPensland to­
day, but the greatest difficulty that the 
gentlemen who occupy the Treasury benches 
have to overcome IS the maladministration 
~f the affairs of Quee'.'sland during the past 
frfty years. I have listened with a certain 
amount of interest to the speeches that have 
been deliv!"red since Parliament opened, and, 
to my .mm~, the real gem that has been 
uttered m this House was the words of wisdom 
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that fell from the leader of the seventh 
party. The hon. member for Drayton, while 
the han. member for Oxley was speaking, 
interjcded that in his particular electorate 
1t was costing 3s. per lb. to produce butter. 
E the fanners of his elcctnrate require an 
argument to show them t,hat he and the 
party he supports had faile-d in their duty, 
when he made that statement he supplied it . 
Those who have lived in Qucensl<>nd for any 
time recognise that we can expect a certain 
run of good seasons; 'vo can just as surely 
expect that we will have a bad s~~son; and 
it is peculiar thing to find an han. member 
who tells you that he is here directly repre­
senting the interest of the men in one par­
ticular industn, admitting that he had the 
un of the Government, who were supposed 
to be the friends of the farmer, and yet, 
when a nabral obstacle to t•hP progress of 
that industry, whi0h they could rea·"onably 
expect, comes along, they are so unprepared 
for it that thq find themselves in the po,i­
tion of having to produce their commodity 
at a lo~.s. I have list 0 ncd to the yarious 
speakers on the ot.her side. and the thought 
struck me tl at those hon. memb<'rs, when 
dealing with the Speech delivered by His 
Excellency, were seized with the idea that 
the consumers of this State lived purely and 
colcly on butter. (Laughter.) Every member 
on the Oppccition benches who has spoken 
concentrated his efforts on endeavouring to 
prove that some injury had been done to the 
butter prvduc<ers, and they practically indi­
cated that the question of the cost of living 
was confinr,'ll to butte~. As a consumer who 
has h<>d to work for his living, and who 
recognises t.he evils that the worker lives 
under to.day, I recogni,e that the high cost 
of living has not been confined to butter. I 
am quite in accord with those hon. members 
who have stated that the farming industry 
is a grPI\t a,Bet to this State. To my mind, 
the greatest a'~et that any Sta.te can possess 
is to have a prosperous and content11d rural 
population. (Hear, hear !) Hon. members 
on that side of the House have stated that 
they represent the backbone, as far as in­
dustries are concerned in this State, of 
Queensland, and I want to 6ay that very 
afton backbones get rheumatic, and they 
begin to bend, and I want to state that I 
represent the poorest section of that ba.ck­
bone. I renresent a mining constituency, 
and for m<>ny years past it has been recog­
nised t,hat when the backbone of the eAJuntry 
begins to bend, it is the mining industry that 
alwav,; comes to the a,csistance of the State. 
I regret to say that throua;h the unsympa­
thetic treatment the mining industry has 
received from the gentlemen who lately 
occupied the Treasury benches. it is not in 
a position to-day to do for the State what it 
would have been able to do hod it received 
svmpathetic treatment. Before touching on 
the proposals contained in the Governor's 
Speech, I would like to state that I am very 
sorrv to .see that the Government have 
omitted to state definitely that they intend 
t~) pur,_,ue a vigorous poli{'y of pr0s'1eci:ing to 
assist in developing our hidden wealth, and 
establis•n the min in o,- industry on a firmer 
footing than we find it to-day. I sincerely 
trust that before the Estimates have been 
finally pas3cd we will see that the Govern­
nwnt intend to make an effort to re-estab­
lish the mining industry on something like 
the footiug it previously oocupied. T<Y 
realise what a valuable a"set the mining in­
dustry h<>s been to the State of Queensland, 
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and to realise the position of that industry 
to-·day, I would ask you to listen to one or 
two figures that show the exact positio11. 
The mineral wealth produced to 1914 repre­
sents a total of £112,712,0-\8. Th-at is the 
direct a.'dct this State has received from the 
mining industry. But there is an indirect 
benefit greater than these figures disclose. 
Them is the fact that \\ e have been able, 
through the mining industry, to promote 
"cttlement, to 'ncourage railway construction, 
and to employ thousands of nwn who wore 
formed into consumers ready to receive the 
produce th-at our farmers vYould send them. 
I' you examine the position of thG district 
in and arounrl Gympie, you 'i·ill find that 
some of tho most prosperous settlers in 
Queenslund are there. 'I'heir prosperity h-:ts 
been made through the 0~tablishment of a 
mining community there, ""hich enabled 
them to overcome their initial difficultic~ bv 
giving them a ready market for their pr~­
dtlCC. The .-:1me thing may be suid of Mount 
::\iorgan. In Mount J\ilorgan we have a 
1nining co1nmnnitv, and branf>hing out from 
Mount Morgan you will find the Daw,on 
Yalley line opening up a splendid belt of 
country. Th0 selector, in that district go on 
the land with the full know ledge that right 
at their door there is a murket for their 
produc:3, and an industry that has done that 
amount of good for th'e State should not 
have been passed over in t•he light manner 
that it has been by the previous Govern­
ment. I sincm·ely trust that y, hen the Esti­
mates are being framed hon. members cin 
the front Treasury bench will realise that 
fact. The figures will disclose the fact that 
five years ago in Qu<'ensland the mining 
industry supported directly something over 
20,000 men. To-day vou will find that the 
tigures have been mcluced to 12,000. Any 
mHn who will look up the figures will realise 
how this unsympathetic treatment has 
brought the mining industry to th;: position 
it occupies to-day, and I want hon. members 
to realise that the mining industry cannot go 
down without indirectly affecting every 
other industry in the Stat,?. The gold pro­
duction for 1904 totalled 639,151 oz. of fine 
gold, and in 1914 we find a reduction in the 
production of fine gold of 249,468 oz. This 
reduction has not only occurred as far as the 
gold production is concerned, becau~e we find 
a similar reduction in other metals. In 1913 
the mineral wealth, other than gold, 
amounted to £2,729,113. In 1914 these 
figures h-ad fallen to £1.916.606. I think I 
am justified in saying that these figures are 
alarming, and if things are allowed to con­
tir.uc, it spells disaster to many of tlw 
settled districts of the State. I am not one 
who is going to criticise the action of the 
late Government unless I am prepared to 
ofi'er a sugg("stion which I believe will ovPr­
Pome the difficulty. The suggestion I intend 
to offer is one that has been practised bv the 
biggest mining company in Queensland to­
day, the Mount Morgan Gold Mining Com­
pany, who some years ago decided to change 
their method of the treatment of ore. 
They decided, instead of producing gold by 
a chlorinating process. to enter into a cmelt­
ing operation, and it was necessary, before 
expending a large sum of money on a plant, 
to go in a thoroug-hly business-like manner 
into the matter, and test whether fluxes could 
be found suitable to smelt the Mount Morgan 
ore. Under the system pursued by the late 
Government, they would have given some 
unfortunate prospector 4 lb. of flour, 2 lb. 

of sugar, ;\: lb. of tobacco, and told him 
to go and not make a beast of himself, and 
to try to find some new goldfield or another. 
(Laughter.) But the :\1ount Morgan Gold 
Mining Company acted totally differently. 
They equipped a party, with a practical 
man at the head, and sent those m'cn out to 
different localities with instructions to 
thoroughly search and prospect for the fluxes 
they required. Their duty was to send back 
to the company's works for aqsay properly 
marked camples of fluxes. If tho'c samples 
jmtifkd it, the company sent a practical man 
to tl'cot the \ alue and the amount of the ore 
in sight. Now. I suggest that if we are 
going to place the mining industry back on 
anything like the footing it previously occu­
pied, we will have to approach the matter 
in a busine"-like way, such as I h~ve sug­
gested. Not only do we find that tho late 
Government neglected to thoroughly prospect 
the State, or af <ist others to do it, but we 
also find that the small miners, throuc;h the 
neglect of that Government. are in the posi­
tion that the neeess~.ry products to tr~:1t their 
ore'· cannot be purchaecd at a normal price, 
owing to the fact that the production of that 
product has passed into the hands of our 
e-nemies, ar,d they have doubled in price. 
I refer to one particular product-namely, 
zinc shavings. Prior to the war, thev were 
selling at £50 per ton. To-day I believe 
that you are compelled to pay as much as 
£110 per ton for that product. That means 
the difference between success and failure in 
working many .a small 'how, and it hits the 
smaller miner jn an unfortunate manner. 
Now. considering that we have ample 
material to produce and manufacture zinc 
shavings, I contend that tho Government 
would be doing something of vast advantage 
to the mining industry if the:;· would start 
to manufacture zinc shavings, so that the 
small man. who wants this necessary pro­
duct. could obtain it at a reasonable price. 
And I want to say-before passing on to 
deal with matters contained in His Excel­
lencv's Speech-that I sincerely hope that 
when I return to my constituents in three 
years' time I shall be able to say that tJ::e 
Government of the day lent a sympathetiC 
ear to any proposition that would advance 
the interests of the mining industry that the 
previous Government had neglected. (Hear, 
hear!) Previous speakers have touched upon 
manv matters in the Sneech that there will 
be no need for me to refer to. Representing, 
as I do, a purely industrial centre, I con­
sider it my duty to-night to endeavour to 
phce before this House some grievances 
which the workers of mv constituencv-in 
common with the workers. of other 'pa1;ts of 
Oucensland-are Ia bouring under. In the 
Governor's Speech there appears a sugges~ed 
amendment of the \Yorkers' CompensatiOn 
.Act. And I want to sav that that Act is one 
of the best pieces of legislation that we have 
on our statute-book to-dav. The onlv unfor­
tunate thing is that it is .. not broad ·enough, 
that it reqnir<>s much am<>ndment to make it 
as perfect as I would like to see it. I am 
going to su<:gest for the carE'ful considera­
tion of the Government a number of amend­
ment> which I believe will not onlv benefit 
m:v own particular constituents. but also 
manv workers in tho differPnt industries of 
the State to-dav. The first amendment which 
I would like to see nlaced in the Act is an 
incr<'ase in the death benefit. The sum of 
;!' 100 is the capital value nlacE'd upon the 
lifE' of a man. and it is the total amount 
that will be paid to thos<' dependent upon 
him. I contend that £400 is not sufficient 
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compensation, particularlv when you con­
.sider the increasing cost of a home, and the 
increasing need for children to be brought 
up fit to battle with life, equipped with an 
.education that will euablc them to <:;ompete 
with the education that will be pitted against 
them. And so. £4no is not sufficient com­
peneation to give to a wife and orphan, 
when the< breadwinner is lost. 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. STOPFORD: I think it will be 
readily agreed both my members on that 
side of thc> House and members on this side 
that the time has arrived when the amount 
of weekly payment should be increased 
to £1 lOs. a week; and I am not going to 
labour that point, because I believe that 
the policies of the Opposition and the Go­
vernment both contain that necessary amend­
ment. Now I come to an amendment that 
is of extreme importance to the workers of 
Mount Morgan. This amendment, which I 
believe exists in the New ze,dand Act, and 
which I, in common with many other mem­
bers of this Ilouse, hope will be. incorporated 
in the Queensland measure, is that all in­
jurie' of a permanent nature, immecliatelv 
they have been determined by medical eYI­
dence, should be paid for on a schedule rate 
in a lump sum to the worker. (Hear, hear!) 
My reason for advocating that is that for a 
number of years I was president of the 
Mount Morgan Hospital, and in walking 
clown the wards I met manv of mv com­
rades who had been injured in the big­
mine, and I noticed that those men who 
were likely to be permanently injured were 
haunted by the fear that they would not 
get sufficient compensation. I have seen in 
Mount Morrran men who have lost an eyp .. 
I have seen them offered £5 in compensation. 
I have seen them, after placing- their case 
in the hands of a solicitor, get £200. I have 
seen another unfortunate man content to 
accept £25 for a similar injury; and I have 
seen men. when thev had lost an arm or a 
leg, worried as to .. whether the comnanv 
would fight them or ag-ree to give a lum!1 
sum. And to-day there is in Mount Morgan 
a young- man who. unfortunatelv, when fol­
lowing his occupation, got cru,hefl between 
two trucks. The hon. member for Normanby 
referred to this matter the other night. · 

Mr. O'SuLLIVAN: Very pathetic. 

Mr. STOPFORD: y, .. ,. and to mv mind 
very unjust. This young- fellow, immediately 
he was released, sought to rret a lum·p 
sum. The company-rightly. 'bemus<' the 
Ia;; sa.ys that thev may flo so-offered 
him a sum which h0 did not think 
::·as <mite sufficient. The matt<'l' ended. 
'The conmanv decided to pay him £1 a week 
till the full compcneation of £400 h 'd been 
exhausted. 'T'hat means that for eirrht "cars 
that man will g-et a bare living-. \t the end 
o.f the .eig-ht vears the whole of his eompcnsa­
tJon d1sappears. And what doe' it me·an to 
the comnanv? It means that thev will nay 
for tlw first vcar £52. in comnemation. Thev 
have left £348 which thev can invPst. and 
thev can practicallv earn .. in dividends tho 
amount that the~- will have to na:v. '0 that 
the 'vhole of the expensE' r<'<ting on the com­
pany can hE> set at £150. Provifled the Act 
were to give him £300 for that in· 
iury. thP companv would be na:ving- £100 
less than thcv worlfl be paying- at £1 "week. 
His po~ition would be tlut hf' eoulfl invest 
that £300 in some sma 11 businP"S, which he 
could carrv on with the ao,istance of his 
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family and prosper by. He would have a 
regular income, and if his industry were 
successful, at the end of eight years, instead 
of standing t<:>-day without a penny of this 
compensation. he would be in a position of 
seeing the principal, or capital value, of his 
business increasing, instead of decreasing, 
and he would be able to keep and educate 
his children in a reasonable degree of com­
fort, whilst he was. by his own industry, 
increasing the capital value of the com­
pensation be had legitimately obtained. Nor 
do I think there is going to be any member 
on the opposite side who is going to object 
to a proposition like that. Another thing 
that has come under my notice is that every 
employer of labour is not an hone;t man. 
You will very often find that an employer, 
although perfectly honest him'·elf, has in­
sured his employees with a private insurance 
company, and althoug-h the employer may be 
perfectly ready to recognise the responsi­
bility that rest' upon his shoulders, neverthe­
less, if the company refuses, the emplo:;-er 
has to fight the case in court; and, if he is 
unsuccessful, the company will pay up. I 
claim that by having a schedule rate placed 
in the Act, half the legal expenses that the 
worker is compelled to pay to-clay will not 
be necbsary. (Hear, hear!) In the Mount 
Morgan Company's emplovment, there is a 
man kept specially for the purpose of barter" 
ing with injured men and seeing if he can 
reduce their claims. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: "What is the amount the!' 
paid in dividends? 

Mr. STOPFORD: It would be quite suffi­
cient to re-establish the mining industry in 
QuPensland, and that is saying a big thing i 
All I want to say is that this officBr is paid ,. 
handsome salary to barter with the men who 
have been injured, to endeavour to induce 
them to receive a smaller amount than, per­
haps, a man who was more cunning received 
for a similar injury perhaps six months 
earlier. I think that if we are going to 
return to the workers anything for the 
loyalty that they have displayed to this 
party, this will be one of the measures that 
will show them that we are true to the 
pledges we made when we occupied those 
benches there. I have rofc>rred to tho fact 
that the employer, however honest, is at the 
mercy of the private insurance company. 
Not only is he at the mercy of the private 
insurance company in having to refuse an 
injured man his claim, but he has been com­
pelled very often to pay a high rate for 
his insurance, when there was no necessity 
for it. The Mount Morgan Gold Mining 
Company and other huge companies have 
found it profitable to start a fund of their 
own, and so avoid being robbed in that way; 
but the unfortunate employer who employs 

only four or five men cannot 
[9.30 p.m.] "'tablish a fund of that descrip-

tion, and he would reap the 
greatest benefit from a scheme of State in­
surance in connection with our \Yorkers' 
Compensation Act. I trust that when 
amendments are made in the Act a clause 
will be introduced which will enable em­
plov•'lrs to insure with the State. It should 
bp made compulsory on all employers to in­
sure the men who work for them. The 
other dav in Mount Morgan I had an unfor­
tunate c~asc brought unrlcr my notice. A 
woman bad a son who was employed in the 
Mount Morgan 'Goldmine and who helped to 
support her. He was paid off anfl went out 
West and worked on a boring plant. 
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During his employment the boy was killed. 
The employer had neglected to insure the 
boy, and the result was that when tho mother 
was about to make her claim the man went 
insolvent, and his estate paid something like 
2s. 6d. in the £1. That woman was practi­
cally robbed of £350. Therefor<', I say 
that if the Act is amended and we make 
in-urance compulsor~·, it should be a criminal 
offence for any emplover to rcfu·•e to carry 
out that provision. I believe, too. that an 
insurance claim should have the first claim 
on the assets in a.n insolvent estate. \Vhile 
we have for so long recognised the need for 
con1ponsHtion to a ruan \vho has b('en injured 
in a sudden and swift manner, we have failed 
to recognise that there are other injuries 
which tho workers suffer from and which 
also require our attention. No man who has 
worked in a mine or who has lived in a 
mining centre can help but realise that hun­
dreds of men arc just '" murh the victims 
of th0ir Pmploymont as those men who are 
hurled to death in a ,udden and swift 
manner. Tho onlv difference is that the man 
who meets his death in a painkss manner 
leaves behind him a. widow and children who 
are as·urod of suffici<mt to tide them over the 
first ye:ns of their grief, while the other 
n1cn, at the san1e time and in the same 
community. ar0 compelled to work in the 
bowels o£ the r·a~th, brPathing in an impure 
atmosphere. partiCles of dust. and dvnamite 
fumes. and working in hot air. These men 
produce dividends just the same as other 
workers. but in the end they become not 
only a misery to themsPlves for :years but 
perhaps a burden to their families, and no 
law protect··. them or provides that their 
dependants shall receive compeneation, al­
though thev are just as much victims of 
their emplovment as the men who are 
removed in a swift and painless manner. 
I claim that if we are going to do justice 
to the work~, in on<> diredion we shall 
fail in our duty if we shut our ~yes to the 
needs of these other victims of employment. 
_A few years ago there- was a big accident 
m the Mount Morgan Goldmine. Telegrams 
came from the Premier and also from other 
Ministen. and from persons all over ""us­
tralia, expreosing the deepest sympathy for 
those that the workers who had been killPd 
had left behind. I was in Mount Moro-an 
at the time. . The yictims o~ that big a~ci­
dcnt were buned With a terrible lot of pomp 
and frill. A brass band headed the proces­
sio~. _and t~e miners walked four deep, 
tesbfnng theu sympathy with the relatives 
of the persons who had lost their lives in 
the accident. But the most pleasing feature 
to me was that under the 'Vorkers' Compen­
sation Act the women who had been be­
reaved were assured of £400, which would 
g1v? ther:1 some reasonable chance to give 
then· children an education that would 
enable them to havF, perhaps, an easier time 
than their father had before them. Inside 
of thro\ v; ePks a~ter that I "as standing in 
the mam street m Mount l'.1organ, when a 
funeral came along. I inquired of a man 
'vho -..va,: nP~u mE: who was dr:md, and vrhen 
th<~ name \Vas n1entioncd I remen1bcrcd 
that the man had been off work for eightN'II 
mont]l9. He h ;d been knocking around 
the street,, slo>dy dra«;fSing hJmself a bout 
during that time. There was no hra'"• 
band to h0.1d his funeral proc0ssion, and 
no large number of telegrams received from 

members on the front Treasury bench ex­
pressing sympathy with the bereaved rela­
tives. Only one mourning coach followed 
him, and the thought that occurred to me 
was, that after eighteen months of misery, 
after being a burden to his wife and pre­
\'enting her frm1l earning a living for his 
children, he left this world with the know­
ledge that she and her children were unpro­
vided for. Yet I claim that he was just 
as much a victim of his employment as the· 
men I have previously referred to. 

GovERN}IEl\T ME:YIBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. STOPFORD : I sincerely trust that 
the Governrneut v:ill recognise the responsi­
bility of doing something for the dependants 
of such men. During the past two years, 
while I was organising in that district, I 
have filled in at least five or six claims for 
the invalid pension, and was able to obtain 
ccrtifico.tes pro;·ing- that the applicants were 
nnable to fo!lo·N their eccupation owing to 
the complaint caused bv du··.t getting into· 
their lungs. I hope thut when the &mend­
ments to the 'Vorkers' Compensation Act 
are brouvht forward a provision w;ll be in­
cluded to pay compensation to such men, 
if that is po,oible in a measure of that kind, 
and tho.t if it is not possible to do it in 
a Bill to amend that Act. the object in view 
will be accomplished by other means. 'IVhen 
a man enter' a mine. he should know that, 
if he becomes invalided by breathing impure 
air. the company which receives the benefit 
of hi' industry will hand back in return some 
of the diYidends which his labour has ascisted 
t<J produce. I do not for one moment believe 
that any 1noney compen"atio·11 can compen­
sate theee victin1s. 01 their relatives. for 
what they suffer, ·but I hold that if we 
are fioin,; to do anything at all in the mat­
ter WC o.hould take lllCasurcs to endeavour to 
sbmp out these diseases. vVhile recognising 
our responsibility to provide for th0 relatives 
of mf>n who arc the victims of their employ­
mont, we should also take every possible 
precantion to prm·ont the spread of the com­
plaints to which I refer; and I believe that 
could be ac-complished by a better system of 
inspection, ventilation, sanitation, and water 
supply in the mines. I do not dcoire to say 
one word against the inspcrtors who are at 

ork in Que<'nsland to-day, but I claim that 
nn inspector can only visit a big proposition 
like Mount Morgan now and ar;ain, and that 
there are certain things which require im­
mediate attention. At the present tim2 we 
haYe a sy,,tem of check inspectors there, and 
I sineerelv trust that ''hen a BiL to amend 
tho Mining Act is brought forward, provi­
sion will be made to giYe those inspectorb 
greater power than they now enjoy. Thr, 
men who act as check inspedors have to work 
in tho mine. and before they can proceed tr, 
tho 'CPne d an accident, the1· have to report 
their clesi,·e to the manage;nent or one of 
the bo"r<. The r.•eult is that, when they go 
to in"peet th~ scvnc of the accident, they are 
ac<" Jmpauied by one of the officials of tho 
mine. and they cannot pos~ibly carry on 
<1 conversation wit,hout being overheard by 
the cffkial "ho a'"companics them. My ex­
peri,'nce is thot, while an employer may not 
bo inc1inec1 to victimise his men. if the men 
think lw will. that is just as bad. and un­
fortunately. thP check inspectors arc not in 
a position to get tho inforn1ntion thcv re­
quire without being accompanied by" the 
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shift boss. or, perhaps, the manager himself. 
What -.vo de 'ire is that power should be 
given the check inspectors to immediately 
visit any part Df the n1ine that requires in­
spection. I cannot expree., the need for 
ch<•ok inspectors too strongly. Let nF· state 
what the men entrusted with this clutv in 
the Mount ~1organ Mine did recently. ·The 
company brought into existence a new sort 
of fuse. They informed the miners that this 
fu,e "as no cheaper than the fuse they had 
been using previously. Tho chock inspec­
tors desired to test the fus~. Two feet of 
fuse were supposed to burn in one minute, 
but on testing it they found that it burned 
in fifty-four seconds. That, perhaps, does not 
appcor much to a man who has hacl no 
experience in mining, but 'vhcn it is re­
membered that when 2 feet of tho fuse 
burned six seconds quicker than it was sup­
poe-eel to do, it will be readily seen that there 
might have be on a disastrous accident if 
no t0st had been made. The check inspec­
tors reported the matter to the mine manager 
immediately, and he decided to have a pro­
per test made. The rc,ult of that test con­
firmed the result of the test previously made 
b;· the check inspector·, and the notice was 
altered accordingly. That fuse might have 
been in use for years before the regular in­
spectors would have even known that a 
change had been made in tho fuse used. 
We have to bear in mind that mining to­
clay means the handling of large bodies of 
low-grade ores. If they are g·oing to handle 
that lcnv-grade ore sucDessfully, they realise 
that. they have got to have a big output to 
reahse any profit. There are two wavs of 
doiug it. One is to apply modern scieri'ce to 
their indmtry-to equip their mine with tho 
best possible machinery, and to econon1ise in 
an'other direction. The deeper a mine gets. 
the more need there is for ventilation. and if 
the companv are not carefu!lv watched vou 
will find that they are skimpy in m~tters 
necessary for tho health and welfare of the 
men v:orking in that mine. I therefore claim 
that when the Mines Act Amendmc;nt Bill 
is before the House, provision should be 
made to enlarge the powers cf the check 
inspectors. to place them on a footino- where 
it will leave them beyond the power ';,f their 
employer. I am not in the position to sav 
that the Government should pay them, but 
I suggest that, if any time is lost in carrying 
out their duties as check inspectors, they 
should be recompensed by the Government 
for that time, because, to my mind. the 
g1·eatest asset the State can have is a 
healthy, oclucated, and contented community. 
(Hee.r, hear!) Tho best wav to ensure that 
is tD ,ee that every precaution is taken to 
safeguard the men who are working in ri·ky 
occupations. I sincorolv trust that the mat­
ter will not be allow~d to pass when the 
amending Bill is before the House and that 
opportunities will be given to rn'embors to 
spE,ak fully upon it. Thor? is another mat­
tor I desire to speak upon. The hon. member 
for Daiby sugge;tod that it would be a ter­
rible calamity to the worker,; of Queensland 
if anything was done to the Industrial Peace 
Act. I have for the past two years been 
work'ng pretty closely in touch with that 
..:\ct. It ~;·as n1y duty to organise the \Vorkers 
of f)uec·nsland, particularly of Meant 1Ior­
ga!'· to endeavour to induce them to join a 
un1on. and after very carc·fully watchir·g the 
""'rkings of that Act, I have come to the 

[Mr. Stopford. 

conclmion that it is an Act which aims at the 
vorv e~,_)stc-nce of unions. I do so for this 
reason: That it seeks to place on the shoulders 
of the worker \vhat tho unions have been 
endeavouring to teach him he should not be 
asked to do individually-to place on the 
shouldcrc of the worker the duty of fighting 
hi' case individuallv. The Industrial Peace 
Act will not allow him to fight hi,; ca~e col­
lectively. I am in a position to prove this. 
According to the Inclnstrial Peace Act, a given 
number of employees can got a board to sit, 
and very few boards m·or c.ctt that gitvC a 
final dete1·mination. \Vhichever side thought it 
wa,; aggrieved took it b~fore the judge, a.nd 
then the judge gave his determination. \Ve 
tried this Act in :\Iount Morgan. We had a 
body of me,, who were not very well satis­
fied with the conditions of the company, who, 
in con1n1on 'vith rncn cngagPd in the sarne 
industry in Brisbane, brought about a board 
-that is, the electrical workers of the State. 
The Mount :\1organ Company defied the 
Go;·ernmcnt. and the Government allowed 
the Mount "Morgen Company to defy them 
for this reason : The employer is supposed to 
register his employee~ when called upon 
by the department wh1ch has charge of ad­
ministering that Act. The Mount Morgan 
Company wa,; called upon, in common with 
other omployoro, to register their electricians. 
They practically i£"nored the Government, 
and never registered their employees at all; 
and the result was that the :Mount Morgan 
Company's employees had no opportJ.nity of 
calling that board together or of electing 
represontatiYes to the board. The board sat 
and thev gave a determination. That deter­
mination was registered as an award. The 
r<>gistration of that award took place on tho 
25th of July, 1914. I was absent from Mount 
:Morgan for some time, and I returned last 
Februarv. The men did not receive one 
penny of the amount set forth in the award 
made for them. They made repeated efforts 
to got this award enforced in Mount :Morgan, 
and they could not do it. The fir,t recogni­
tion that the Mount Morgan Company gave 
of that award was on the 25th of January, 
1915. 'I'he award was granted in the previous 
Jnly. \Vhat do we find 1 We mad<' repeated 
efforts, and placed the matter before the 
prcoent ::Yiinist0r for Railways. He waited on 
the office in Brisbane, and tried to induce 
them to get justice for the men. We had this 
peculiar position: Hon. members opposite talk 
about the Industrial Pea<'e Act of Queens­
land. I suppose that Great Britain could 
get pl.?a<'e to-day in the present struggle if 
she likf:d to pay a dishonourab!e priee. 
(Hoar, hcar !) For the last throe years w;, 
have had industrial peace in Queensland, 
but I daim that we pai·d too great a prior, 
for it, particularly the :!\fount Morgan wor­
kers. Let me resume : I took charge of that 
case. I vvajted on the Ill"tnagcr, because it 
\Y::ts a math: r of vital irnportance. There 
were onh twcntv-fiye men c'ffcct.c>d. but these 
twenty-fi-;_o men ·held the key to the, industrial 
peace in Mount Me rgan. If thee- were to 
leave work, not one of the 2.000 men could 
go to work, becau.o immediatclv the elec­
tricians ldt work the whole of ·the opera­
tiom would cease. I "hs sciz<cd with the 
responsibility of bringing about an amimble 
settlement. I cndc:nvoured to get a settlc­
mBnt from tho manager, but he adhered 
tu his interpretation. I suggeotecl that the 
J\IinishJr for Railwa vs should be ask Pel to 
get the department· down in Brisbc:ne to 
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send up an inspector to act as arbitrator on 
the question. ~VIr. Boyd agreed that if the 
inspector came he would put his state of 
the case. and I would put my side of the 
{)ase, and the inspector would then arbrtrate 
between us. What did we find 1 We found 
that the Chief Inspector stated he had no 
power to send an inspector, and that we 
would have to practically create a di,pute 
before we would get any administration of 
that Act. 'That is the Industrial Peace Act. 
In order to get ju,,ticn for twenty-five men, 
W8 would haYc to tie up the other 2,000 
men before the departmPnt could move to 
administer their own Act. 'These are facts. 
There was another alternative: We could 
haYe taken a "'"e into court not as a body. 
Only one man-the individual himself­
would have to isJue a summons for his back 
money, and when he sued, that individual 
krww that he was asking for the sack as wei!. 
Unfortunately, although we had been wait­
ing for twelve months, all that he could 
sue for was thirty clays' back pay. 

Mr. KIRWAN: A beautiful Bill it i.•·. 

Mr. STOPFORD: 'That is one instance of 
it. I will give another. 

Mr. VoWLES: 'The penalties were there. 

:11r. STOPFORD: What is the good of 
prating about the legislation of your Go­
vernment, when they never udministered it! 
Since I have been elected as a member of 
this House, I waited upon the Chief Inspec­
tor, and he told me that his ruling is correct, 
that \Ve would have to seck redress for our 
<Jwn grievances and show that there ha.d 
been a breach of the award, and then he 
would come in and sue the company. ·what 
was the good of telling twenty-five men, who 
had be8n robbPd of sums ranging from £20 
·down, that you would bring the company to 
court, and they would be fined a liver? 
What was the good of that 1 We want an 
Act in substitution of that, where th9 
worker will be able to get some measure of 
justice. I had another case in a sugar dis­
trict, where I was organising, and tho 
sugar workers' award came out. There was 
a mill in this district, and a boy was work­
ing there whose age I found was sixteen 
_years and eight months. Although the 
award said that a boy under sixteen years 

<Jf age should get 5s. a clay, and over sixteen 
~·ears he should get 7s. a day, this bov was 
:mly gotti:rg 5s. a day. The manager's 
mterpretahon of that clause was that <l 

boy was sixteen until he became seventeen. 
(Government laughter.) I went to the in­
Bpcctor-the local sergeant of police-and 
told him that the bov was suffcrino- an in­
justice, and the inspe'Ctor said he c;ukl not 
move in the matter without instructions 
from Brisbane, and then he could only 
summons the managel· for a breach of the 
:~wa!"d. I asked, "What about the boy?" 
And he M.id he coul,J not do anything. I 
waited on the magistrate, and asked hi!11 if 
I could appear for the boy, and he said 
that I was scabbing on the lawyers. 
{Laughtn) 

Mr. VoWLES: Did he use those words. 

Mr. STOPFORD: Yes, he said I was 
"scabbing on the lawyers." 'There was only 
cne lawyer in the town, an<l he was retained 
b:y the other side. 'The only thing to be done 
under the Act was for tho boy to take action 
himself, appear in the court and conduct his 

own ca.se against a trained lawyer who 
would have bamboozled him in no time. 
(Hear, hear !) However, the mill manager 
wab a very decent fellow, and he agreed that 
he would submit the matter to the magis­
trate for arbitration. It was so eubmitted 
to the magistrate anti he gave his decision 
itt favour oi the boy. Had it not been that 
thRt mill manager was agreeable to sub­
rnit it to arbitration, that boy \Youlrd havG 
to tako his case into court and appear against 
the trai11ed lawyer himself. \Vhen I pointed 
this out to the magistrate, he said, " Get a 
lawyer from Maryborough." I asked what 
it would cost, and he said "You can 
get a bwyer for £10." \Ve could sue for 
thirty clays at 2s. a day, amounting to £3 
altogether. I asked the magistrate what law­
yer's costs he would allow if we won the case, 
and he said £2 2s. So that for an expendi­
ture of £10 we could get a verdict for £3 
with £2 2,. costs. (Government laughter.) 
That is the Industrial Peace Act! I desire to 
see such a foolish piece of legislation as that 
wiped out altogether. (Hear, hear!) The 
workers said that it was onlv a matter of 
time when a Government whi'Ch would pass 
such legislation as that would be wiped out 
thernseh·es, and they proved to be good pro­
phets. \Ve want to pass legislation whereby 
these men can obtain justice, and right their 
wrongs, without having to pay a lawyer £20 
or £30 to do so. 'That is a f.ample of the 
legislation that was enacted by the previous 
Government. I have heard reference to­
night to the proposed amendment of the Elec­
tions Act. I want to go further than many 

of the speakers who have sup­
[10 p.m.] ported that measure. I want to 

see the qualification of three 
months only for a man who comes from an­
other State. I consider that a man who 
comes hero and who has been a citizen of 
another State, after he has been thr.ee months 
in Queensland, should be entitled to have a 
say as to who shall represent him in this 
Parliament. As far as Mount Morgan is 
concerned, the Mount Morgan Gold Mining 
Company, with the assistance of the late 
Government, imported a number of workers 
from Broken Hill. 'These men had their 
passages advanced to bring them here, and 
yet, when they arrived in Mount :tviorgan, 
although they became citizens of the State, 
and although the State agreed that they 
were a welcome addition to the population 
of tho State, they had to remain in Mount 
::'11organ fourteen to sixteen months before 
they could qualify for a vote. I do not think 
that is fair. I claim that we should give 
every man who has to obey the laws of the 
State, and every man \vho, by his industry, 
is helping to produce the wealth of the State, 
an opportunity to become an elector of the 
State; and as a member of this party, I 
sincerely belieYe that in the legislation we 
place on the statute-book during the next 
three years we need have no fear of giving 
the broadest poesible franchise to the people 
of tho State and a waiting their verdict. 
(Hear, hear!) 

Mr. McMI:'IJN (Bulimba.) : I beg to move 
the adjournment of the debate. 

Qurstion put and passed. 

The resurnption of the debate was made 
an Order of the Day for to-morow. 

'I11e Hous<' adjourned at three minutes 
past 10 o'clock. 

Jfr . .Mc.Minn.] 




