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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

TUESDAY, 20 .JULY, 1915. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. \V. McCormack, Gai?"ns) 
took the chair at half-past 3 o'cl<Jck. 

A"CDITOR-GE="ERAL'S REPORT. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of a 
report, dated 11th January, 1915, hom the 
Auditor-General Dn Savings Bank securities, 
as at 31st December, 1914. 

Ordered to be ptinted. 

PAKEL OF 'I'E::Y1PORARY CHAIR::Y1EN. 

The SPEAKER: Pursuant to the require­
ments of Standing Order No" 11, I hereby 
nominate the following to form the panel of 
Te11_1poran Chairmen during the present 
S8SS10ll ;-

Thomas Foley, member for the elcct<Jral 
district of Mundingburra; James 
Larcombe, member fDr the electoral 
district of Keppel ; Alfred .James 
Jones, member for the electoral dis­
trict of Maryborough; Thomas 
Robert Roberts, member for the elec­
toral district of East Toowoomha; 
Harry Frederick Walk0r, member for 
the eledoral district Df Cooroora. 

P.\PERS. 

The following papers, laid on the table, 
were ordered to be printed :-

Annual report of the Acting Under Sec­
retary for :\1ines for the year 1914. 

Blue Book for 1914. 

QUESTIONS. 

PUI!CHASE OF MALENY BUTTER. 

Mr. STEVE~S (Rose,vood) asked the 
Premier-

" 1. Is it a fact that the Government 
purchased 225 b<Jxes of Maleny butter 
from tho Farmers' Co-operative Distri­
buting C<Jmpany at 196", per cwt net, 
ex store? 

"' 2. Has the butter been sold by the 
Government ? 

'' 3. If so, to whom, and what wa> the 
net price realised ? " 

The PRE:\1IER (Hen. T. J. Ryan, Barcoo) 
replied-

" 1. Yec;, 
'' 2. Y"es. 
"3. Two hundred boxc" have been sold 

to McKeever and Company, l'v1clbourno. 
220s. per cwt. f.o.b. Brisbane. Tho re­
mainder has been utilised by Govern­
mont departmcnb." 

Mr. CORSER (JJuTnctt), fm Mr. :Y1organ, 
asked tho Premier-

" 1. Is he aware that had the Govern­
ment not purchased tho ,urplus butter 
Lorn tho Malone· fact{)ry at 196s. per 
cwt. the company could have sold for 

consumption in Victoria the butter so 
purchased at 220s. per cwt., ex store, 
Brisbane? 

" 2. Is it the intention of the Govern­
ment to sell the butter m purche ·•eel for 
C<Jnsumption in other States? 

" 3. If so, will the Government return 
all profib to the companies from which 
the butter was ~ompulsorily purchased?" 

The PREMIER replied-
" 1. The c{)mpany advisod that they 

had an offer for tho butter, 218s. per 
c'vt., ox stor0. 

"2. See answer to third quc3tion asked 
b~, the han. m(•mber for Ro cwood. 

" 3. T'he matter will be considered at 
son1e future time." 

IV \TER FnmiNG IN SrcTTLED Am:.1s. 

Mr. CORSER asked the Secretary for 
Public Lands-

" \Yill he n1ake provision 'ln thP Esti­
mates for water finding in settled arec•s 
where tho Public Estate Imnrovcment 
Branch claims to have no funds to a,,,j,t 
the Ff'lcctors, though drouzht~<- <..""Jti\1Ition,,. 
are l; •mpering operations on their 
farms?'' 

Th£ SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. J. ;\L Hunter, Jiaranoa) replied-

" The han. 1nember has not Tll':ldo his 
questi<Jn ver~' clear, but the Estimates 
will shortly be laid upDn the cabl~ of the 
Hou<e, and information reg-arding tho 
matter will then be available." 

CosT oF S1rELTING \VoRKs. 

Mr" S\YAYNE (.lfimni) asked the Premier, 
for tho Secretary for Mines-

" l. \Vhat would be the cost of erect­
ing a smelting works of the smallest size 
capable of tre.1ting economically, on a 
comnwrcial basis, the orcs of copper and 
the minerals generally found as•ociated 
with the:n, nnd also lead and ilvcr ores, 
and the minerals generally associated 
with them'! 

" 2" The tonnage of these orcs per 
annum ne!:'c;:;sarJ to keep such a v·ork,,; 
supplied?'' 

The PREMIER replied-
" 1 and 2. The phrasing of thie ques­

ti<Jn leaves it unc0rtain what the hon. 
1nerr1her really 1;YishPs to know." 

PAY:\IEXTS FOR RAYV S-eGAR. 

i\Ir. SWAYNE asked the Premier-
" 1. In view of the fact that wme mills 

e1re already crushing and many othero 
are just on the point of doing ''), will he 
inform this House as to whather the £18 
per ton for raw sugar will be p'iid to tho 
mills in a lu111p sun1 or under a system 
of deferred paym<mts ? 

"2. Will the £18, or any part of it, 
be paid f.o.b. at port of shipment? 

,, 3. \Vho is supplying the sack, for th~ 
raw sugar to tho 'rnillfi, and Y1 ho is 
responsible for their cost?" 

Tho PREilliER replied-
" 1, 2, a"ncl 3. As certain dctaiG in con­

nection with the transaction are still th<· 
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subject of negotiations, I am unable at 
present to supply the information de­
sired. I might mention that sacks are 
now being supplied by refiners, and that 
a Co';unonwcalth repre"lnnLahvo is ex­
pected to arrive in Brisbane shortly, 
whun it is hoped all details will be 
satisfactorily a£ranged." 

COAL PROSPECTING AREAS. 
Mr. A. J. JONES (Jiaryborourth) asked 

the Premier, for thD Secretan for .".1in<'n-
" 1. 'The number of c~al prospecting 

areas held in the Torbanlea, Torquay, 
Pia!ba, and U rangan districts? 

" 2. The approximate aren, of each? 
" 3. The owners thereof? 
"4. The amount of subsidy and grant 

applied for by each owner? 
" 5. The respective amounts granted? 
"6. \Vhat arrangmnents, if any, have 

been made for repayment? 
The PHEMIER replied-

" I would a'k the hon. niember to be 
good enough to give notice to move for 
a return in tei·ms of the question, as it is 
rather a long answer." 

Mr. A. J. JONES: I give notice accord­
ingly. 

HIGH COST OF LIVING. 
:Mr. SWAYNE, for Mr. Bridges asked 

the Premier- ' 
"In respe<'t of what commodities are 

lo\ver prices ruling, as stated in his re­
ply ~o Mr. Petrie's question of to-day, 
and m re,,pect of what commoditir,, does 
he expect lower prices to ohortly 
obtain':'' 

The PHEMIER replied-
" The list i.s being compiled, and when 

completed wrll be duly tabled." 

ELECTION STATISTICS. 
The HOME SECRETAHY (Ron. D. Bow­

man, Fortitude Valley) laid on the table 
Return to an Order, relating to election 
statistics, made bv the House on the 15th 
July, on the motion of Mr. T. L. Jones. 

Ordered to be printe·d. 

PHI~TING COMMITTEE. 
Un the motion of the PRE~HER, it was 

formally resolved-
" 1. That, in compliance with Stand­

ing Order No. 298, a Select Committee 
be appointed to assist Mr. Speaker in 
nll matters which rel"te to the printing 
to be executed by order of the House; 
and for the purpose of selecting and 
nrra:uging for printing, returns' and 
papers presented in pursuance of motions 
rnado by members. 

"2. That such committee comist of 
the following members :-11r. Speaker, 
the Chejrman of Committees, Mr. Bar­
ber, Mr. Bertram, Mr. "Winstanley, Mr. 
Hoberts, Mr. :Murphy, Mr. Grayson, and 
the mover." 

JOI::\T COMMITTEES. 
The SPEAKER announced the receipt of 

a message fwm the Legislative Council, 
intimatin(f that-

" The President, Mr. Dunn, and Mr. 
Hall be appointed members of the 

joint committee for the management of 
the Parliamentary Library; that the 
President, Mr. McDonnell, and Mr. 
Fahey be appointed members of the 
joint committee for the management of 
the Parliamentary Hefreshment-rooms; 
and that the President, Mr. Murphy, 
and ::VIr. Nielson be appoint0c! members 
of the joint committee for the manage­
ment and superintendence of the Parlia­
mentary Buildings; and requesting that 
t.he Assembly nominate a like number of 
members, with a view to give effect to 
the 8th Joint Standing Order." 

On the motion of the PREMIER, it was 
formally resolved-

" That a message be returned to the 
Legislative Council, intimating that the 
Legislative Assembly had appointed Mr. 
Speaker, Mr. Gunn, and Mr. T. L. 
Jones as members of the Joint Library 
Committee; Mr. Speaker, Mr. Booker, 
and Mr. May as members of the joint 
committee for the management of the 
Refreshment-rooms; and Mr. Speaker, 
.1\lr. Petrie, and Mr. Payne as members 
of the joint committee for the manage­
ment and superintendence of the Parlia­
mentary Buildings." 

STANDING OHDERS COMMITTEE. 

The PREMIEH moved-
" That the Standing Orders Committee 

for the present session consist of the 
following members :-Mr. Speaker, the 
Chairman of Committees, Mr. Macart­
ney, Mr. Swayne. Mr. Gilday, Mr. A. J. 
Jone;,, l\1r. 'folmie. Mr. Larcombe, and 
the mover, with ]pave to sit during any 
adjournment of the House, and authority 
to confer upon subjects of mutual con­
cernment with any committee appointed 
for similar purposes by the Legislative 
Council." 

Mr. MUHPHY (Burke): I called "Not 
formal " to this motion beca,use I thought 
an opportunity should be given, before it is 
P" ~eed, for the House to consider the position 
which ari,es during the election of Speaker. 
Now, Sir, when the recent nominRtions for 
Speaker took place. the Clerk called upon 
Lieut.-Colonel Rankin. thE' member for 
Burrum, to speak, or, when the Colonel rose, 
notified that he was in possession of the 
floor. 1'\ow, while the member for Burrum 
was addressing the Clerk, you were escorted 
to the Speaker's chair, the Premier having 
stated that the rna ioritv ruled. I think that 
is a position which 'the Standing Orders 
Committee ought to take into consideration, 
with a view to altering the Standing Order 
in order to preYent any member who rises 
on an occasion such as th'<t from being sat 
upon by a majority. The Clerk has no 
power-he merely calls upon, or notifies, the 
spc"tker who is in possession of the floor, 
and yet Lieut.-Co!onei Rankin has been 
placed in the position of being paraded 
through the Press as a m<>mber who created 
a scene on that occasion. (Government intpr­
jections.) He did not create a scene. If 
anybody was responsible for the scene which 
was created, it was the Clerk, who called 
upon him. 

GOVERN:IfENT MEMBERS: No. Distinctly 
no. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRt:CTION: 
The Clerk did not call on him. 
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Mr. MURPHY: The Clerk pointed his 
finger at him, which is equivalent to calling 
on him, just as he called upon any other 
member on that occasion. 

Mr. FOLEY: You did not see the Clerk do 
so. 

Mr. MURPHY : The bon. member must 
not think that >ve are all as blind as he is. 
Lieut.-Colonel Rankin was in pogsession of 
the floor, and was called upon by the 
Clerk to address the House. 

JY1r. GILDAY: That IS as far as your 
opinion goes. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
It is incorrect. 

Mr. :MURPHY : It does not matter 
whether it is incorrect or it is not. This 
is the time for the Committee to have their 
attention drawn to the matter, in order that 
they may take steps so that a scene Eke that 
Bhould not take place. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: If there 
was no offender, there would be no scene. 

Mr. MURPHY: The hon. gentleman has 
been mixed up in many a scene; so have 
I, and so I will be again probably. The 
position I take up is that the Standing 
Orders Committee which is to be appointed 
should be given an instruction that they 
should so alter the Standing Orders that the 
Clerk will thoroughly understand his posi­
tion, and that members also will under­
stand their position, and that any mPmber, 
whether he belongs to the Opposition or the 
Government, shall be privileged to express 
his opinion upon the occasion of the eiection 
of the Speaker. It should not be left in the 
hands of the Premier-no matter whether 
he be a LibPra! Premier or a Labour Pre­
mier-to say that the majority shall do 
exac~!y as they like in connection with the 
electiOn of the Speaker. 

Quc''tion put and passed. 

ADDRESS IN REPLY. 

RESUMPTION OF DEBATE. 

. ::Mr. ARMFIELD (liusgrave), who, on ris­
lng, \Vas received with ".f-Iear, hears," said: 
In common with other members who have 
spoken, I wish to congratulate you, JYir. 
Speaker, on your elevation to the high effice 
you now occupy. From what I know of 
you, I feel certain that you will carry out 
the duties of your position with credit to 
yourself and to the House. I am p]e;>sed 
to note the legislation which is fore'·hadowed 
in the Governor's Speech, because i£ that 
legisl;,tion i• can'ied into effect I am cer­
tain it will be a benefit to Queensland at 
large. First of all, I wish to say a fey; 
words with reference to the pl~oposed i.tlnf·nd~ 
ment of the Electoral Act. Tho Act which 
was passed la>t session is the worst Act 
of that kind that we ·have had placed on 
our statute-books. It was a means, to my 
knowledge, of disfranchising thousands of 
electors in Queensland, more especially that 
class known as nomads-men who have had 
as much to do "ith the making of this 
country as any other class in the community. 

GovERNMENT MllThiBERS: Hear, he<cr! 

Mr. ARMFIELD: I do not know what 
many of our industries would do if it were 
not for thC' nomad class of workers. Thn 
pastoral industry and the sugar industrv 
would fare very badly if they had to depend 

upon the labour obtained locally. During the 
lgst election largs-, numbers of these 1ncn were 
clisfranchisc~d by reason of tho proYisions con­
tained in the E!e~toral Act. I trust that 
the Bill which is to be brought forward 
by the present Governrncnt will do justice 
to all men and women who are eligible to 
Yote. (Hear, he-ar!) In my opinion, no per­
son should have his name Ftruck off the 
roll until ·'uch time as he has had a chance 
to get his name on another roll. The E!e.-,­
toral Act had, in my opinion, a great deal 
to do with the defeat of the !at<' Govern­
ment, m«,ny Liberals being so disgust0d with 
tho unfairness of its provisions that they 
voted against the Liberal party. I am 
thoroughly in accord with the principle of 
compulsory voting. The late Government 
thought that compulsory voting would deal 
a blow at the Labour party, but the electiom 
proved that it did the Labour party a great 
deal of good, as it resulted in the rounding 
up o£ those L~bour supporters who in tho 
past had been too indolent t-o vote. There­
fore, I hope that tho compulsory provision 
will be retained in the new Bill which is to 
be· introduced. The Bill which it is in­
tended to bring forward in order to provide 
for the control of the supply 0f fish is a 
very ncce,sary measure at the present time. 
Althongh the waters surrounding our coast 
teem with fish, yet the people have to pay 
a fabulous prit'" for that article of food. 
l trust tho Government will adopt some­
thing on the same lines as have been fol­
lowed in l'\ew South \Vales. and r·ot allow 
the fish, when it i~ caught, to go into private 
bands, but establish depots in Brisbane and 
its suburbs where people will be able to pur­
chase fi.,h at first cost. (Hear. hear!) Now 
I come to a matter which perhaps intere •ts 
my constituency more than any other qm:'S­
tion, and that is t'he sugar question. I com­
pliment the Govern1nent upon the .sh:tnd they 
Lave taken with reference to this matter. I 
can assure them and the membprs of the 
House that tho different persons to whom I 
have spoken in my <·0nstituenc:;' in regard 
to this matter thoroughly approve of the 
action of the Government. 

GovERNMENT 11EliiBERS : Hear, hear ! 

:'lir. ARMFIEt,D: The Government will 
have to be careful in dealing with the sugar 
question. While thev give the miller a fair 
price for the raw sugar, they should pas' 
such legislation as will give the fanner a 
fair share of the profits derivc-d hom the 
Ltgar produced. (Hear, hear!) In the past 

tho farmer has not rec~ived a fair shrrre of 
tho profih·. (Hear, hear!) The whole of th6 
sugar industry. a9 hon. membrc·s know, has 
been dominated by the Colonial Sugar Re­
fining Company, and until such time as the 
Governcnt pass legislation which will chock 
that company the farmers will not get a 
fair share of the profits adsing from the 
growing and manufacture of sugar. I do 
not know what is the nature of the mease1ro 
which tho Government are going to intro­
duce, but I suppose it will take the shape 
of a measure providing for cane pricP boards. 
(Hear. hear!) ThPn. even with the c11no 
price boards we shall have to be careful that 

they are so constructed that only 
[4 p.m.] those who are intPre·-tecl on the 

growing side shall be represented 
on the board on that FJide. 'J1H~re :_l r0 nun1-
he:rB of men who arc engaged in tha :"ugar 
industry as millers who are also growers. 
'fo my mind. those who .are in the milling 
industry should not have a voice on the 

Mr. Armfield.] 



64 Address in Reply. [ASSEMBLY.] Address in Reply. 

side on which tho grower sits. At the presP-nt 
time, not only is there a monopoly in the 
refining, but there is also eoming to be a 
monopoly in many cases in the milling of 
raw sugar. Some few years ago in tho \Voon­
garra portion of my electorate there was u 
fair number of mills, which caused com­
petition for the cane, but the Millaquin Uom­
pany have absorbed the last mill in that por­
tion of tho electorate, thereby to that extent 
forcing the farmer to sell his cane at one 
particular mill. In a season like this there 
is no doubt that that mill will be able to 
deal with the whole of the cane from thn 
\Voongarra portion, but should ,,t any time 
a good season like we have had two or three 
years a '?:0 comr, round, I feel certain that 
with the present equipment the :Millaquin 
Mill will not be able to deal with the farmers' 
cane, for the rea-<m that the seacon will be 
so lonv and the crushing will extend to the 
early portion of the following year, and that 
the position will be that the farmer will not 
be able to harvest his cane oron in the suc­
ceeding year. Therefore, I think the time 
has come when the Government should take 
control of the sugar industries. They should 
control the whole of the industn- for tho 
benefit of the grower and tho worker, and 
also for the benefit of the comumer. (Hear, 
hear ! ) In the nast tho consumer has been 
paying more then he ·hould do for hie, 
sugar, and the farmer and the \vorker ha·\ o 
been getting too littJ., for their labour. Al­
ready, although it is kno\vn that certain ll_gj--.:­
lation is likely to b" passed, certain n1il1ers 
are offerin!? prices to get the cane this com­
ing season, which, to my mind, are not at all 
adequate considering .,·hat the Government 
i•· paying for the raw sugar. At Bingera, 
the mill owned by Mm,'"s. Gibson and Howes, 
tho: !act year paid £1 1s. 7d. with 10 per 
cent. p.o.c.s. This year they are offering 
2s. 6d. pc.r ton extra,' but they are raising 
the percentage to 11 per cent. p.o.c.s., and 
are refusing to take cane at 8 per cent. p.o.c.s. 
That simply means that the price paid .at 
that mill this year will be £1 4s. 1d. They 
are recPiving, as I said before, £18 per ton 
for their raw sugar, and, to my mind, they 
arc not paying the farm0r sufficient con­
sidering the price obtained for the raw sugar. 
(Hear, 'hear !) That is a matter which I 
hope will be dealt with by legislation. That 
legislation should be retrospective, and no 
eontracts at the pre3ent time should be Yalid 
when the legislation is pa,scd. for. if thee· 
are, conside·cing that it must be now two or 
three we0ks before the legiRlation will be 
passed. it simply means that tho miller to·day 
will be gaining .an advantage which he has 
no right to gain. The sugar industr0 ri O'ht 
through. to my mind, should receive thorough 
investigation at tho hands of tho Gowrn­
ment. (Hoar, hear !) At the pre,ent time 
there is an cxperi1nentaJ ft~rn1 in \Voon­
garra which has been in existnnce for some­
thing like two ~-care, and the superintendc-nt, 
Mr. Easterby, has not the confidence of the 
farmers in that district. There is more in­
terest taken in experiments by the farmers 
themselves than in any of the experiments 
undertaken bv the superintendent of tho 
farm. I have had instances given to me 
where this gPHtleman has lectured on the 
sugar question. :mel whe" questions have 
been asked of him bv tho ;;arious farmers 
as to what they shmild do with regard to 
cnrtain soils, or what variety of cane the,. 
should plant in certain positions, his amwer 
has invariably been that thev should tr:· 
certain sort' and see which will do the best. 

[Mr. Armfield. 

If we have a man in this position, the, 
farmers have a right to get direct informa­
tion; they 'hould not be required to experi­
ment but should have the informatiDn given 
to them so that they could go on right away. 
(Hear, hear !) I hope the Government will 
make inquiries into this matter, and sec that 
the gentleman who has charge of the experi­
mental farm is qualified for the position. 
I know that the farmers in my electorate are 
not satisfied 1\ ith, and have no confidence in, 
the superintendent, and I think myself that 
it would be a> well if something were done 
so as to find out which is right-the far.11ers 
or the gentleman who holds the position. I 
am pleased to se<' that the Government intend 
to appoint a Royal Commission to inquire 
into the public service. I do not know 
"·hcther they intend to deaf with the Police 
Force, but, in my opinion, it should be dealt 
with. (Hear, hear !) I have had conversa­
tions with men in the force, and they have 
informed m~ that they work for seven days in 
the week without any Sunday off, ,and have 
no holidays. They are not in the same posi­
tion as the men in the railways, whose holi­
days are allowed to accumulate, and can be 
taken advantage of at certain periods of the 
n:n. Th<:.<c men should not be asked 
to work scYen days a week. \Yo know they 
r.,ceiYe pay for tho seven days, but that is 
not the qu:·stiDn. A man has no right to be 
<:ailed upon to be away from his home for 
seven days in tho week. The police want 
thtir recreation as vrell as other men. I trust 
that when the commi·sion is appointed it 
will inquire into the condition of the Police 
Force as well a c, other matters. There is 
another question in connection with tho 
Police Force that I wish to refer to. If a 
man in any district ,hould be treated harshly 
by his superior oflicer, the man has no re­
dress unless he g-O'',, to that particular 
superior in that district; but I think that a 
man should have the· right to be abie to 
approach the head of the Police Force, and 
not have to RO to the person who he cvnsiders 
is not treating him justly. I know of a ca,•e 
which occurred some little time agD in 
Bundaberg, in connection with v-hich, had 
it not bePn for myself and a member of 
this House, a man would not havP had the 
satisfaction of gettin~ justice. I allude to 
a ca"e where a gentleman wa::_, robbed in 
broad daylight bY two men, and when word 
came to the police station four members of 
the Police Force set out. 'I'here WP. s a 
senior sergeant, two other officers, and an 
ordinary policeman. Strange to say, when 
these men were captured, although the low,·st 
on the rank and file did more work than anv 
of the othH•,, he was neyer rcco,:;nised i;, 
any shape or form. The other three men 
got promotion, but he was not e\ en men­
tioned. Living in the district, I felt that 
the man had been unjustly treated, and took 
it upon TI1Y''elf to con11nunic.'.".te with a mem­
ber of this House, who approached the then 
Home Secretary, Mr. Appel, and I am 
pleased to say that through him the man 
got justice. (Hoar, hear!) Even Insnector 
Short in Maryborough, who had charge 
of that district, never knew that Constablo 
Ferguson \Vas ever on the scPne at all. 
I think there is something radically wrong· 
when there is one man left out, as he was 
in that cas•'. The only recognition that he 
got wao that he wac told that it was known 
that ho had done hie dutv. A man like that 
has no redrees at all in the Police Force. 
He could not haYe gone to his superior officer 
in that district, and if it had not been that 
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someone elSB and myself had taken up his 
case and brought it uncle< the notice of th"' 
heads, he would not have got any redress 
at all. If the man ha-d attempted to bring 
the matter before the head of the depart­
ment over the superior officc,r in his dis­
trict, he would have been dismissed from the 
force by telegram :-traight av, ay. ·what jus­
tice can a man expect to obtain by appealing 
to the officer in charge o£ his district when 
that oflicer docs not n~cognise his ability 
in the fint place? When tl-)e Government 
are making this investig&tion into the public 
service, 1' hope that the police will also 
be considered. Another matter mentioned in 
the Governor's Speech with v:bich I am 
thoroughly in acnord is the appointment of a 
public "·arks committee. (Hear, hear !) I 
have had DXperiE'nce of the workings of a 
public works committ,;e in another State, 
having belonged to New South \Vales for a 
number of years. The Public \Yorks Com­
mittee has been in P"~lstenc there for hvontv­
six or twenty-sev-en year"", and it has work8d 
admirably there. It has worked so well 
in New South \Vales that the Victorian 
Government C'opied it about twenty-four 
years ago. Then the Federal Govern­
ment followed by appointing a Public Works 
Committee for the Commonwealth, and 
I hope to see Queensland ,follow suit. If 
we have such a committee here it will pre­
vent much of the logrolling that has been 
done in the past in this House in reference 
to the building of railways. Last session 
there were _sixte£ n rajlways passed by this 
I-Iouse, a.nd In many cases n1mnbers arranged 
with one another to support each other's 
railway. I know one particular case where 
members arranged to vote for each other's 
railway lin,q. \V e do not want lines passed 
in that way. We want lines passed by this 
House on their meritx. (Hear, hear!) If 
we have a pubF:~ works committee, they will 
obtain all the papers and all the informa­
tion in connection with the propo,·ed line, 
and they will come before this House with 
a proposal on which we will have some 
definite information. I advocate running 
railways into the C'•mntry to allow peopl" 
to settle on the land. vVe have anv amount 
of good land that needs to be taken up, and 
we cannot expect men to go into those parts 
unless they are able to s<md their produce to 
market. I am advocating the building of 
railways, not for the sake of obtaining votes 
at election time, but for the benefit of the 
people settled on the land. (Hear. hear!) 
There is a reference to a land question men­
tioned in the Governor's Speech. The Go­
vernment are doing quite right in saying 
that they intend to give an opportunitv to 
the small graziers in the \Ves-tern country. 
Some of cur holdings are too large at th~o 
present time. We want mor0 people settled 
on the land, not only thos-e who go in for 
agriculture. but th0::e '' ho go in for grazing 
as well. If, therefore, we subdivide these 
large estate~,. we will give every man an 
opportunity to have a small grazing farm. 
That will be much better for the State at 
large. At the pre;ent time we are passing 
through a bad drought, and, although it is 
not so bad as we haYe had in the past, it is 
a matter that needs the attention of the 
Government in one particular respect. 'fhf' 
mover of this resolution, the hDn. memb0r 
for Oxley, alluded to the question of eotab­
lishing silos and the making of ensilage, 
and pointed out how few there were in exist-

1915-F 

ence in Queeno,!.and at the present time. I 
have been in conversation with farmers, as I 
have some little knowledge of silos and ensi­
lage, and I impressed on them the advis­
ability of going in for such a syetem in con­
nection with their farms. If these farmers 
had these silos and ensilage to fall back upon 
to-day, they would be in a much better posi­
tion than they are, and we would not be ex­
periencing such a :·)carcity of dairying com­
moditiP'> I t'"'lst that the Government will 
give every encouragement to the farmers, so 
that they can build these silo'. Every farmer 
is n< t in a position to find the n1oney to do 
it himself, and it is the placG of the Govern­
nPnt to :>ssist him in so doing. IV e want to 
pla! o 1non on tho land in a prosperous 
condition, and not be, as th,cy nre at present, 
finding their cattle dying, and they having no 
muns to help them. I feel certain that 
this Government has the int~rests of the 
farmer at heart. During the elections it 
was stated that the Labour party had no 
sympathy with the farmer at all. That was 
the cry on the Liberal side. I say that if 
there is any party which has sympathy 
with the farmers it is the Labour party. 

GovERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. ARMFIELD : The I&bour party are 

prepared to assiot the f<>rmer so that he can 
pay a fair living w<>ge to those he emplo3·s. 
(Hear, hear!) In past conditions he v,·as 
unable to do sc, owing to the faulty legisla­
tion. The Labour party consider that the 
·worker on the farm has the right to expeet to 
get a fair living wage, so that he can keep 
a wife and family on it. A farm worker is 
entitled to " fair remuneration, so that he 
may enjoy the ordinary comforts of life, and 
chis Government will assist the farmer so 
that he will be able to p-ay a fair remunera­
tion to those he employ''· Hon. members 
opposite have condemned us at different 
times for the wages logs we introduced in 
the agricultural districts, but I think that a 
man who work.:;: on an agricultural farm has 
as much 1·ight to receive a living wage <lS a 
worker in the city. (Hear, hear!) \Ve "ant 
to give these men such a wage that they will 
settle down. and not wander about the 
country. We do not want this industry to be 
a single m-an's industry like it is at the 
present time. Now that the Labour party is 
in power, I hope we will be able to rectify 
this. I see there is a proposal to amend the 
Workers' Dwellings Act. That Ad i. not 
liberal enough. becaus•e, as has been stated, 
a man has to be a landowner before he can 
take advantage of the provisions of the Act. 
If we are going to assist the workers at aJl, 
we should ,assist them far better than that. 
\Ve should allow a worker to go on to a 
pieco of land and builrl a house, and CJ""Y for 
it by instalments. The Government cannot 
lose an,1 thing by such a system as that. 
Some mention was made by an hon. member 
of the east of timber for building purposes. 
I hope the time is not far distant when we 
will see the Government establi,Jhing Govern­
ment sawmills and Government brickmaking 
establishments, so that the Government will 
he able to supply all the building material 
at a fair price. At the pre,ent time the 
price of timber is too high, and if we have 
Government sawmills we can have the Go­
vernment ~upplying their own timber {or 
workers' dwellings. Th<>t would reduce the 
cost of the buildings, and that would be a 
great benefit to the workers. The matter of 
the overcrowding of trams is mentioned ;ll 
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the Governor's Speech. I think that the 
time is ripe for the trams to be taken "'"r 
by the Go·nrnment. (Hear, hear!) We t·,tve 
a good example of that in the Sydney Jpam 
system, which i' run by the Government •<t a 
cheaper rato, .and ~h..J sections arc longf~r, 
\Yhile at t!le sarne time tho 1nen \Yorking on 
the tram·, lave better conditions, and a ltv­
get her the public ar3 treated much better 
than thcv are in Brisbane. I trust the Ge­
V<:'rnment will not enlv take into consi·de"a­
tion the overcrowding of thos0 tram', but 
also consider the que,tion of having them 
made Government property. I am also very 
pleased to note that the Government intends 
t.J liLeralise the Local Government Act. In 
rny opinion, every person living in a munici­
pality has a right tD a vote. In Xew South 
Wales they have liberalised the Act there to 
the extent that every lodger ha' a vote, which 
means practically every udult person has a 
vote, because if a person resides with his 
ft~mily h0 is counted a, a lodger, and there­
fore hag a vote. This has been found of 
.advantage in ='1" ew South VvT ales, and since 
that Art cmne into forr:e there has been more 
progre·,, in the New South \Vales municipali­
ties than evBr before, and I trust it will not 
be long before the Local Government .\ct of 
this State is amended. As it soonds to-dav, 
if there are lighting works of any desc:'iption 
in ·a municipality-any gasworks or any 
electric li"'hting plant-the local authority is 
debarred ~of instituting works of their own, 
and the sooner the mater is altered the 
bettor. I do not wish to occupy the time of 
the House any longer. I thank hon. mem­
bers for the patient hearing they have given 
me, because naturally, as a ne'v men1be:r, I 
have not thut CDnfidenco in mvself that I 
will h·ave later on. (Hear, !war!) I also 
thank the leader of the Opposition for the 
remarks he ma•de the othe1· day, when he said 
the Opposition would bear with the young 
members. I Bincerely trust that before long 
the new members of this House will worthily 
take the place of those who were defeated at 
the recent elections The leader of the Opno­
sition also stated that the House was the 
poorer because of the absence of cert11in 
members. and I c<1n onlv trust that in the 
course of a verv short ti.me he will be able 
to ~ay that the' House is the richer for the 
change. 

GoVERNY!ENr MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. ~"-PPEL (Albert): I desire, itt the first 
instancP, to congratulate the mover and 
seeonder of the Address in Reply. They 
are both young members, but yet. unques­
tionably. the speP.~hes which they delivered 
were full of interest. (Hear, hear!) The 
mover is a man of hard, practical experience, 
and he has a know ledge of the subjects 
likely to be brought up in this House, from 
A to Z. The seconder, probably, is more 
of a theori,ot; but still, undoubtedly, his con­
tribution to the debate wa' of verv con­
siderable interest. Mention wa< nui'de by 
the last hon. member who snake of the 
fact that c0rtain members who had for 
manv y<'o.rs occupied a seat in this House 
wouid not be a loss ; but there is one 
member '"' ho has lost his seat. and, I think, 
we all deplore that he is not with us to-day. 
I refer to Sir Robert Philp, a man '' ho has 
taken the keenest inter0st nnt alone in the 
nolitical but in tho commercial and in the 
~ocial l:fe of this neat Ste.k• of ours. and 
I venture to say that, whether we agree or 
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·whether we disagree with his particular 
politicos, his loes is a distinct one. It is a 
loss to the House and a loss to the State. 
(Hear, hear !) 

Mr. \VELLINGTON: You do not say that 
conscientiously. 

Mr. APPEL: Undoubtedly I do. 
Mr. \VELLINGTON: You don't. 

The SPEL\KER : Order ! 
A GOVERNsiENT MEMBER: You didn't say 

so last yE' n. 
Mr. APPEL: The hon. member must be 

in err0r because I have never referred to 
the ia.to 'hon. member for Townsville except 
in terms of the deepest respect. Tho Speech 
contains a consideral:Jlo amount of matter, 
and as an old member who sat on the 
Treasury benches, . I can only hope ~hat 
the Government will be able to carry mto 
effect all that they have placed in th~t 
Addrms which was prP·\ented to us by H1s 
Excellencv the Governor, but I venture to 
say that 'they are very optimistic, 

A GovERN}IENT ::\;lE;~iBER: You can help 
them. 

Mr. APPEL: In any matter which 
makes for the benefit and improvement of 
the electors of this State, undoubtedly I will. 
I wish, in tho first place, to compliment the 
hon. members of the 'Treasury bench for 
their remarlo> in connection with the situa­
tion which exists to-day in relation to 
the Empire. At no time have I oven sug­
gested that hon. members sitting on that 
side of the House were not absolutely loyal; 
in fact, I recognised from the very first cia v 
of the outbreak of the war that no men were 
more' loyal than the han. members who, on 
that occasion, were sitting on the Opposition 
side of the House. 

A GOVERN}IENT ME)JBER : On sufferance. 
Mr. APPEL: That may be-the sufferance 

of the electors at that particular time. The:; 
gave evidence of their loyaity in the fact 
that numbers of men who support. them have 
gone to the front, and are to-day assisting 
to uphold the groat flag under which we 
live. 'Unquestionably events, however de­
plorable they may be, in connection with 
the terrible war-the greate't the world has 
ever seen-have welded the loyalty of all 
cla>ses in the community in this great Com­
monwealth of ourB, and have made Aus­
tralia to-day a known quantity, which pro­
bably she was not hitherto. Every one of 
us-and more particularly those who are 
natives of this great continent-must feel and 
must realise the honour wl>ich our boys are 
doing for us in the noble stand which they 
<W' taking at the front----

HoNOVRABLE MEMBERS: HNtr, hear! 
Mr APPEL : And the way in which they 

are laying down their lives and shedding 
their blood. I shall be at one with the 
Government if they con,ider it necessary 
that those of us who, from causes over 
which we have no eontrol, ar<' unable to ta!{'J 
our stand at the front and under the flag, 
should be taxed; and I shall assist in im­
posing am· taxation that is considered neces­
sarv t0 show wloat our fe-eling is and how 
ncc·o,.••aH it i,; to uphold the grfat tradi­
tions of ;che Empire-the traditions that make 
hr freedom-and we realise that not alone 
does it mean our O\' n freedom but tho frec­
do~n of thP na.t:ions ;,vith \Vho·'ll 'Y8 are allied. 
(H<'ar, hear!) I approve of the proposition 
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in connection with the providing of land for 
our returned soldier,, should they desire to 
acquire land on their return. Of course, 
there is a kind of sting in this matter when 
it is suggestP-d-at least it is not suggested, 
but a question was asked the other day as 
to whether this land was to be perpetual 
lease or freehold. 

An HONOURABLE MEMBER : What difference 
does it makP? 

Mr. APPEL: An hon. member interje,ts, 
" What difference does it make?'' I do not 
propose to deal with that categorically at the 
prf'5ent time, but those of us who know what 
it is to own their own freehold, however 
small it may be, realise tho differenp,e, and 
what it m<•ans to own a freehold instead of 
m?rely a !rase. However, that is a matter 

which may be discussed later OIL 

[4.30 p.m.] I entirely approve of the sugges-
tion, because I think we can show 

no greater tribute to our brave fellows who 
have gone to the front, as I have already 
said, and have r,acrificed their lives e.nd 
their limbs, and have shed their blood, than 
by giving them an opportunity of acquiring 
a home in thPir native State; and I can only 
hope that tho quality of this gratitude shall 
not be strained-that if it is to be given to 
them, it will be on the most fayourablo 
conditions. In fact, I go further. In mj 
opinion, if anything is done in that respect, 
ouLJide the performance of necessary condi­
tions, the land should be absolutely r·ent 
free, as an indication of the gratitude which 
we feel for the services which thov have 
rendered to us and tlw Empire. The next 
point which is dealt with in th0 Governor's 
Speech is the question of food prices. To 
my mind, that is a very delicate and serious 
r;,atter The question !hat appeals to me is: 
\Vhere :ere we to start'! \Vhich end are we 
to start at? Are we to start at the end 
which you might {\:til the summit-in con­
n<'ction with the price which is to he fixed 
for tho manufactured article-or are we to 
take into consideration the cost to the pri­
mary producer in the fir·t instance? \Ve 
know in c•:.nnection with wheat, and par­
ticularly in connection with butter, that cer­
tain prip,es have already been fixed at which 
the fini·hed article " to be bought. Now, l 
would like to know whether any inquiry was 
made as to what the cost. was to the pro­
ducer. Of course, the conditions are difficult 
at tho present time. \V e realise that under 
the p1•esent conditions it may be necu"ary for 
those who are in charge of the Treasury 
bench to regulate the pricc•s to be paid for 
a c~rtain commodity, but in fixing the p1·iucs 
·of these commodities my contention is that 
full inquiry should be made in the first in­
stance as to what the cost of the production 
D£ that particular commodity was. 

The SErRETARY FOR PcBLIO INSTRUCTION: 
vYhat part of Queensland? 

Mr. APPEL: In any part of Qneensland. 
\V" know that tho conditions in Queensland 
differ. Queensland is a State of such vast 
art'lt that you may have drought in one por­
tion and plenty in another; and, as han. 
membors on tho Treasury benches are advo­
cating- d, °Cntr,, !is:ttion o,\·ing to the extent of 
the Statt·) so is it lilunviso necessary to in­
quire into the conditions in the different 
portions of the State in regard to the cost of 
production. \Vhen we realise that in parts 
cf Queensland a drought has exist:d for a 
verv considerable number of months, that 
on the Darling Downs, probably one of the 

most fertile areas in the State of Queens­
land, drought conditions have prevailed 
for many months, and where now you 
can go for hundreds of miles over that other­
wise fertile country without finding a blade 
of grass visible to the eye, and whcm we 
realise that the dairy farmers arc purchasing 
fodder from the north-east and south-east 
districts at a cost Df something like £1 lOs. 
per ton in the particular locality in addi­
tion to the cost of height and the cost of 
delivery-when we realise all that, my conten­
tion is that, before these prices were fixed, 
a full inquiry should be made as to the 
cost to the producer. I do not for one 
moment think that bon. members who are in 
occupation of the Trenmry benches to-day 
are de>irous of victimising the primary pro­
ducer", because we must realise that, if the 
farmer is to pay a living wage under the 
conditions which now exist, he must re­
C0ive a certain amount of return for his pro­
duct. And quite outside of drought condi­
tions, all of us who are engaged in the 
industry know that. Even in my own dis­
trict, the South Coast district, where we 
h<Jve comparatively plenty of grass and fod­
der, o,ving to the severe -weather conditions 
qnite unusual for a large number of years, 
the produce for our .dairy herds has .de­
creased fully 50 per cent. In some cases, 
those of us who are interested in the indu ,,try 
know there are numbers of men whose pro­
ducts practically amount to nil. They have 
got no producte, and those who hav.e any 
find that their f'Osto haYe increased by fully 
50 per cent. A' I have already said, the 
question is a very delicate one, and I think 
it ;c, ill be well that I ohould read to the 
House an artide "hich appeared in the 
Svdnoy "Bulletin" of 3rd ,June of this year. 
No 0110 can say that the Sydney "Bulletin" 
has any Tory inclinationF, l-Ion. members 
may say it ha9 sometimes, but the article 
is one which, I think, requires and should 
reueiv.C< our seriotL') C"On ~ideration. It is 
headed "Making the Toiler Sweat for thE' 
Don't-work Brigade," Does that appeal to 
han. members on the opposite side of the 
Hous?? The article vo•.:s on to say-

" When a frenzied little man read in 
the newspapers last year that a war had 
broken out in Europe, he immediately 
rushed into the street and, whistling up 
two or three passers-by, demanded to 
know whether they thought they were 
up to the job of fixing prices. Being 
assured that they could get to work 
early next morning, be took their names 
and addresses, sprinted round to Parlia­
ment, and, after prolonged conflict wiifu 
his own and other verbosity, got his men. 
clothed with a legal status as the 
Necessary Commodities Commission of 
l'~ ew South Wales. They fearlessly 
grappled with cream of tartar or nut­
megs to start with, then got on to wheat 
and flour, took bread in their stride, 
spent a strenuous week or so wrestling 
with the price of newspapers, fixed a 
schedule for liquor which ' Bung ' came 
to the conclusion was exorbitant, and, 
after refusing to recognise soap as a 
necessar7 commodity, though agreeing 
that champagne is, passed leisurely on to 
chickfeed, and by slow degn•es reached 
other things, including sugar, butter, and 
chaff. Meanwhile, the abbreviatei:l 
author of these activities found himseli 
moaning about prices having gone up in 
spite o£ the commission, outlining a 
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feather-headed scheme for blewing good 
solid ca'h in purchasing suburban 
bakers' businesses." 

That might appeal to hon. members. 
Hon. J. HuXHHI: It is a success, too. 

Mr. APPEL: 
•' reviling the Commonwealth for test­
ing the right of the State to prohibit 
wheat going over the border, and at 
last advices was struggling in the cleft 
of a stick he had got himself into over 
certain hole-and-corner promises to the 
bloated and truculent sugar monopoly. 
It has beRn altogether a most picturesque 
exhibition of futility, parochial thinking, 
and muddled economics. That the net 
results of it all appear to be the 
famished appparance of the baker's horse 
and the public being in jeopardy. of 
having no butter to put on the pnce­
fixed loaf are merely ironical details. 

" Jlfeantime, it may reasonably be 
a3ked of these price-fixers, who it is 
thev suppose is to ultimately get any 
benefit that may ooze from their 
laborious tinkering. To what class, 
apart from the recipients of fees and 
commissions, will this piffiing regimenta­
tion do any good? If they are to pe 
judged by their public utterances, Mims­
tc,rs in ::'Jew South Wales seem to have 
a hazy notion that if they dragoon the 
producer of food into parting with his 
goods at a cheap rate, the poor wretch 
will derive some kind of esoteric re­
ward from the consciousness that he is 
' bearing a share of the burden ' " 

Mr. BERTRAM: Are you reading the whole 
of the " Bulletin," or only a part? 

Mr. APPEL: I am reading the whole 
article. 

Mr. BERTRAM: Take the remainder as read. 

Mr. APPEL: No. I propose to read the 
remainder-

" -even though his crop may have been 
but a fourth of what the earth yields 
in normal times, though from the unwill­
ing udder of his strawberry cow there 
flows but a trickle, and though the pur­
chasing capacity of the consumer may 
have been in no way impaired. More 
than once the Attorney-General has 
asked of the farmer, in the tone of one 
who was putting a tremendous poser, 
' Do you say that the consumer should 
bear all the cost of the war, and the 
producer nothing?' Such a question is 
merely a windy irrelevance. 

" The price the inhabitant of the city 
pays the rural hayseed for a pound of 
bntt~r. or the material to m·anufacture a 
lad of b!ead from, or a sack of chaff, or 
a pumpkin, has nothing to do with the 
w<u. The hay,,~ed will be tax0d for his 
share in the \Y.a..r, <tnd the tneasure of 
what he pa:'s will be in no way affected 
by the consideration that Sydney board­
ing-house keepers got cheap butter." 

You might as well alter that to Bric,bane 
boarding-house keepers. 

"The city man will be taxed, too, on 
principles that will decline to be affected 
by cons;deration of the fact that the poli­
tician had givc~n someone a cheap bag of 
bran. :'\either the consumer nor the pro­
ducer is contributing a single, mi~ro­
scopic bean to the war bill through any 

[Mr. Appel. 

deal they may make in the material for 
the breakfast of man or horse. To pre­
tend that they do is to aid and abet a 
fraud. A public policy which resuits in 
£he plentiful citizen with a thuusand a 
year being able to save tuppence a pound 
on the butter he consume', at the expense 
of farmers harassed by drought and the 
seasonal fluctuation of his supplies, is 
almost too exasperating for serious con­
templation. Yet that is the dire2t con­
sequence of the latest cxpeciment New 
South Wales has made in pandering to 
ignorant folly. 

" The notion that such <tn enormity is 
atoned for by the fact that the poor 
'vorking-n1 an reaps benefit by the arbi­
trary restriC'tion on prices is ~vithout jus­
tification. I .. o,v price~ for produce 1nean 
low 'vages for .someone.'' 

That is absolutely unquestionable. 
"Neither low wages nor low p!·ice8 .are­

of any use to the man with anything to 
veil-whether it be his labour or the pro· 
duce of the soil. The only persons who 
can possibly beneftt by the eccentricitiev 
of the U nnGcessarv Commodities Cmnmis­
sion are the don't-works-the large army 
of individuals with incomes that are not 
derived from personal exertion, who hav­
ing nothing themselves to sell naturally 
sumre tho equiHllent of an increase in 
revenue when the cost of things they 
have to buy is cut down. Cheapen com­
modities to these people, then to them 
the cost of the war is nothing, since it 
will be discharged by the s11vings they 
make through being able to get supplie'< 
che"'p from the producer. Lessen the 
national earnings fro1n the s.:tlc of pro­
ducts, and then either wages must fall or 
emnloyment be scarcer, since there will 
be 'less money at the ·disposal of wage­
payers and less demand for the output 
of wage-earners.'' 

Mr. BERTRAM: Ace you stonewalling? 

Mr. APPEL: The han. member knows that 
I am not; I ,,m dealing with a matt0r which 
is a verv serious one-not only fron1 the 
point of "view of the producer, but also, I 
venture to say, from the point of view of the 
con-sumer. 

" So in the end cheap commoditie~ 
mean a bonus for the don't-works and a. 
mili8tone for the neck of the producer 
and tho wag:~-earn;~r. ..{_\. :pumpkin, a 
pound of butter, a boot, a hat-all are 
the r,roducts of labour, and everybody 
eng.a(}'ed in the output of thesP things has 
a vit';,i personal interc-:t in 6ecing that 
the seller gets the best pos:':)ible return 
for them. Tho public certainly is en­
titled to ask thut it shall get the pro­
duct of the dairyrnan at -a figure unin­
fhLted by excessive tr:ms:oort charge''<, com­
miss'ons, and inte1·nwdiate p:,ofits. The 
ve~etable specialist mav with good reason 
lo.;'k to the State to so~ that the rake-off' 
between the gTo,ver and the consun1ing­
fa:nilv is not a piratical appropriation of 
pump.kin, Similarly he can still .be sane 
and expect to be protected agamst the 
ra:meity of combines and landlords when 
he' "eek' to exchange the proceeds of his 
~<tlcs for f{1 r.t e.nd head coverings. It is 
in these directions that the State has 
hitherto pretended to see a fertile field 
for activity b~- keeping transport charge& 
do1vn, exhorting 11roducer'~ to co-opera-



Add1·ess in Reply. [20 JULY.] Address in Reply. 69 

tion. and encouraging men to till the soil 
and increase the output of factories, 
workshops, and mines. But no>> it 
breaks out in an entirely new place, and 
trirq a 'prentice hand at a scheme of price­
fixing by a rule to which no conceiv.:~~.ble 
set of principles can be a·1plieJ. For 
in8tz,nc··1, the price of chaff was fixed. 
Chaff may mLJ.n 3.nything from sa1'vn-up 
beds to the sweepings of suburban 
mixeries. .A. ~Yeek after the price was 
fixed in :;\lew South ·wales, the commis­
sion found this out, and ltarned come­
thing of the diollstrous effects that had 
follmc ed its meddling with horse feed. 
Face·J by t:1e nev.r set of facts, it 
soL 1unlv con1n1cnced to consider the fix­
in;:;· of ;bndard qualities, lodging ,,per-i­
mens at various plac:cs throughout the 
State, and insisting that no chaff should 
be sold which did not conform with the 
standardised samples. An army of in­
spen:ors ·would be required to \York such 
a scheme, and in a time of famine would 
be of no more Ubc than a flock of kooka­
burrH3. "\Vhen chaff became plentiful, 
th<:y would have nothing tD do except 
-draw wages out of the taxpayer"' pockets. 
Tho drone again ! 

''The prico-fixc:;rs started vc.t~-c -~ tching 
at tho wrong end. Instead of fooling 
about with Australian toilers for the 
special benefit of the lazy don't-works, 
they might have started on the imported 
article that is not the result of Aus­
tralian labour nor made of Australian 
material-the price of which goes to swell 
the pockets of foreign strangers and !oral 
middlemen. But by trying to manipulate 
the quotations for foodstuffs in the midst 
of -a drought and vanishing supplies, they 
have merely made for themselves a 
laughing stcck, and the a"sertion that 
their juggling h<ld relation to the war 
convicts them of knowing their case was 
so desperate that it could only be de­
fended by perjury." 

That practically comprises my own opmwn 
on the subject, and I would earnestly urge 
the Premier and his colleagu~s to deal very 
carefully with the question of the fixing of 
prices. Nobody can have any objection to 
the fixing of prices, provided that the fixing 
starts at the proper end; but simply to fix 
the price of the finish0d commodity, without 
asc'lrtRining and taking into consideration 
the cost of the production of that commodity, 
will undoubtedly inflict a very gross injus­
tice upon a la1·ge section of the community. 
I am very gbd to note that it is proposed 
to make provision for the regulation of the 
fish supply. \Yhen I was a member of a 
local authority I w.1s one of tho"se who, in the 
first in"tance, took a .-cry ke,"n interest in the 
establi;hmcnt of fish board. As a matter 
of fact, in the earlier stages of that board, 
I occupied a ,eat on ii·, and at that par­
ticular time I endeavoured to get my fellow­
members to agree to a widening of the 
scope of the .'I.e•, in order that they might 
b'" cnablrd to etablish fish depots in dif­
ft'rcnt portions of tho r·ity, ber>au::o unques­
tionably, until that is done, we shall n<wer 
g2t a Folution of this problem, nor will fish 
be avaihblo to the community generally. 

Mr. CoLLINS: That is municipal socialism. 

:VIr. APPEL: It is at the present time, 
only the matter requires to be extended. At 
the pr; '··cnt time the matter is in the hands 
of the local authorities. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURe: You ad­
mit that you are a State socialist. (Laugh­
t<>r·.J 

Mr APPEL: Of course I am a State 
soc1aiist-(laughter)-but I am dealing now 
with the matter in the Address in Reply, 
and I heartily commend the Gov'!rnment on 
their intention, which I hope wrll be rea!­
ised, because unquestionably to-day the pri­
mary producer-the fish_ermaJ?--does not re­
ceive the full result he IS entrtled to for the 
fish which he catches. Any of us who have 
taken any interest in the matter know that 
there fs a fish ring in Brisbane, as well as 
other rings. 

GovERNMENT ME~!BERS: Hear, hear l 

:}Ir APPEL: The rc"mlt of that fish ring 
is that the producer comes to the ground, 
aq he always doch. I only hof?e, as I have 
already stated, that this partrcular matter 
will be realised. I do not propose to deal 
at any length with the que ~tion of the 
amendment of our electoral laws. Hon. 
members opposite mlty differ from ;ne. as to 
whether the present electoral laws mflrct an 
injustice or not. 

Mr. H. J. RYAN: You know they do. 

Mr. APPEL: My own contention is that 
they do not, and I challenge hon. members 
on that side to show the contrary, because 
under that measure they came to the front 
with the majority they posF~ss t<J-day. It 
was contended when the Brll was before 
the House that its sole purpose was to bolster 
the Liberal party, and that the result would 
be to make their return secure. But what 
has been the result ? 

Mr. Ji'REE: Opposite to what tho Govern­
ment thought. (Laughter.)' 

Mr. APPEL : " The proof of the pudding 
is in th0 eating,'" and the fact. !hat. th~t 
\agislRtion did not impose an li1JUStrce IS 

evidenced by tho fact that hon. members 
were returned on that side of the House 
>vith the majority that they posse~s to-day. Of 
course, I remember, when the Liberal. P":rty 
was returned with a still grea~e~ ma]orit:y, 
hon. members who were th~n srtt:;Ig on thrs 
oide werE> wry fond of saymg : Y o.t! only 
had 35 000 of a majority." I wonder u liot:. 
memb~rs on that side have made an analysiS 
of the elections which have giyen them the 
majority they posse's to-day. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! I hope the hon. 
member will address the Chair. 

Mr .. APPEL: Certainly. I was not aware 
that I was contravening the rules. I 'Yas 
simply speaking for the purpose of malnng 
my voice he end. (Loud lau!l"hter.) "\Vlwn other 
hon. members were speakmg to-day, I heard 
interjections to " Speak up." (Laughter.) 
If hon. members opposite will analy·o the 
election results, they will find that the-\· have 
won by about the mme majo_rity that the 
Liberals won on the last occaswn. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICCLTURE: No, no! 
Three times as many. 

Mr. APPEL: The hon. member has not 
anal.-sed it. The majority which has placed 
hon.' members opposite in the position they 
occupy to-day is about th~ same. which placed 
the Liberals in that positiOn, with tho excep­
tion that they had an addition of two in 
number. However, I do not propose to deal 
any further with that matter. Eon. mem­
bers opposite arc in. power, and they will 
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probably do as we would do if we were 
there. They will produce an Electoral Act to 
suit themselves-(Government laughter)-to 
ende(lvour to keep themselves in tho oame 
position, and it is quite possible the result 
may be the same ; they may fall through the 
bottom. Now, it is proposed to rep8al the 
Industrial Peace Act. That is a most debat­
able matter. ·when the measure is before 
the House, I will probably be able to say 
something about it ; but, after all is said and 
done, the endeavour of every member of the 
Legislature should be to promote industrial 
peace. If hon. gentlemen on the Treasur0 
bench can produce a measure which will be 
effective in the direction of promoting indus­
trial peace, I personally will have no hesita­
tion in supporting it, because, aftm· all, we 
want industrial peace. It is not a question 
of the rate of wages or of the hours of 
labour, but peace. 

Mr. H. J. RYAN: Fair prices. 

Mr .. \.PPEL: Of course, those two go to­
gether. The thing is that w~ should be 
able to go hand in hand, because should not 
our goal-tho prosperity of the State and 
the people-be the same ? You can only 
attain that object by industrial peace. If 
hon. gentlemen opposite are able to pr~duce 
a measure which will have that effect, and 
which will be more effective than the present 
legislation, I shall have no hesitation in sup­
por_ting it. 

A GOVERNMENT ME;liBER: \Ve shall have no 
more "Black Fridays." 

Mr. APPEL: I hope not, becauf.e " Black 
Fridays" arc no good to anyone. They are 
certainly no good to the worker, and I 
think hon. members opposite will realise that 
" Black Friday" did not do them any good 
at the previous election. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: It beat your Government. 

Mr. APPEL: It is proposed again to ·deal 
with the sugar industry. It if. suggested that 
this matter may be effected by means of 
cane price boards, so that an equitable price 
may be received by the grower of the cane. 
I have always been of opinion that it would 
be .a very good thing if we could have a 
board regulating the prices; but do hon. 
gentlemen opposite propose simply to deal 
with the sugar industry in connection with 
the regulation of the,e prices? I have 
already indicated in connection with the 
fixing of the price of butter that, to my mind, 
a start was made at the wrong end. If it is 
proposed to deal with the sugar industry, 
why not deal "ith the dair.J ing industn·? 

'I'he SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: YOU did 
not discover the wrong end of your own 
prices board. 

Mr. APPEL : The hon. gentleman knows 
that that was not within the purview of the 
department which I n,dministered. I may 
have my own opinions on these particular 
matters. 'I'o-day I am in Opposition, and 
can voice my opinions. (Hear, hear!) Hon. 
members opposite will find that, so far as 
their individual opinions are conrerned, thev 
have to submit to majorit;.- rule in the Cabinet. 
The Secretary for Public Instruction, who 
propcoes to abolish home lessons, will prob­
ably find that he spoke too soon and before 
he submitted that matter to the Cabinet. 
Hon. gentlemen sitting on the Treasury 
benches are not able to do exactlv as they 
like. When they are in Oppo· ition. when 
they are practically free lances, they can say 
what they like; but now they are sitting on 
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the Treasury benches they will find that many 
of the matters they ha;-e advocated will have 
to be put into the background. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : You had 
a free hand at Coolangatta. 

Mr. APPEL: The hon. gentleman finds 
that what he might have advocated on this 
side of the House when he was in Opposition, 
to-day sitting on the Treasury benche·> he is 
not in a position to adyocate, and I was in 

the same position. I think it is 
[5 p.m.] .a very good rule to judge your 

fellows by yourself. It is pro­
posed to establish a public works com.nittce 
to deal with the question of railway consb·uc­
tion. 

The PRE}IJER: Before _you deal with that, 
will you teli me whether you would support 
an t,x.tension of the principle of rane price 
bo"rds to other farm procluc•ts ': 

::\d:r. APPEL: I am inclined to '"Y that I 
1 auld. If "'c are to havo a Jixing of :::>rice:.:J, 
then wo should ascertain in the first instance 
the price of the raw product. I venture to 
say that if that had been done,_ the 
Prcmi, c would not ha ;-c fixe•! the pncc of 
butter at the pri<e he ·did recently. (H~a;r, 
hen; !) It is proposed to E'"tablish a public 
works committee, which will examme and re­
port on any railwa.:; s to be con.tructe_d: I 
quite realise that under present cond1hons 
the 1\Iinistry may find themselves in a difficult 
jJCsition so far as the carrying out of rail­
'"''"' is concerned. \Ve know that the con­
ditlons aro unusual at the pn'·:mnt time, as 
we have a calamitous war taking place, and 
it would be mo .. t improper on the part of 
tlw•,e eitting in Opposition if we took advan­
tage of that fact. Still, I am pleased to see 
the hon. gentleman propose, when funds 
are available, to extend the railways, not 
alone in the settled district.-, but in districts 
where settlement may take place if railway 
construction is carried out. (Hear, hear !) I 
hu-e a hi avs contended that if we are to suc­
cessfully settle the lands in this State, it is 
neceseary to give communication to those 
settled upon the land,, to enable them to get 
their produce t{) the market or to the 
port. Unless v·e do that by means of 
railways or 'ubsidised roads, I venture 
to say that bona fide •·ettlement in 
Queensland will never be effected. I 
welcome the proposition of the member;; on 
the Tree· ury benches and the Premier, hut I 
point out tl;is fact: that by thP ap[Jointment 
of such a committoc it means the delay of at 
l('u,·t t.1t ehTe rnonths in any railvtay proposal 
that is made. A railway proposal me .. y be 
m:ule which, to be effective and for the 
benefit of the State and its people, should be 
carried out imme·diatcly. But with the •ap­
JlOintment of public works committee, it 
will be necessary, after the proposals have 
been laid upon the table of the HouFCJ, for 
these pmpos'lls to be relegated to th_at COJ?­
mittoc. That committee does not s1t wh1le 
the House is sitting. It sits during the 
recoc3, and the report is only Jrought before 
tho next so•,sion of tho House, which means 
at the very least a delav of wnwthing like 
t" e!ve months. 

Mr. BERTR\:'\!: \Ve know that when Parlia­
ment docs approv" of a railway at the pre­
sent time it is eight :·ears before it is built. 

Mr. APPEL: Parliament hae not yet 
approved of the prop_osed committee. but _I 
know that the system m :'-Jew South \oVak' lF 
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for the oommittee to make inquiries during 
the recess, and to present its report, and tho 
IIouse .decides "Aye" or ''Kay" on it. I 
admit that the committee mav be of bondit 
in son1e \\ays, pa~ticularly '.rhOro it will save 
members of the Administration from very 
awkward conditions-I will put it that way. 
·when a railway proposal is referred to the 
public works committee, members opposite 
will }Je abqolYcd, so f.ar as their c<,upportcrs 
:1re concernPd, of the responsibility of tho 
construction of that particular scheme. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : Don't 
you regard it as ,a power for good? 

Mr. APPEL: So far as the A<lministtation 
is concerned, unquestionably it ]~,. It ab­
f3olves yDu from very av1 lnvard positions. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTUHE: But •o 
far a':; the country is concerned? 

:Mr. APPEL: Probably the electorate con­
cm·ned mB y not ahvays agree Trith tho report 
of the committee. \Ve know that manv 
electorates have ,received railways in the pas·t 
which, if the,· had been submitted to the 
report of a public works committee. v auld 
not be in that position. (Hear. hntr !) I :ern 
quite opposed to that. I admit that the 
committee is a very good buffer, and it will 
give members composing thA committee, 
selected from all sides of the House, an 
opportunity of taking evidence on the spot, 
of viewing the locus in quo, and of making 
their report. 

Mr. MuRPHY : And of giving their sup· 
porters a good job. 

Mr. APPEL: It is all very well for the 
han. member to say that it gives members 
a good job. If a man has to go away from 
his homo and travel, then he ought to be 
paid for it I do not believe in sweating. 
(Hear, hear !) I think that every man should 
be paid for the services he renders. Those 
of us '' ho have got any experience of the 
matter n<1lise that members of the Public 
Works Committee of New South Wales 
make laborious journeys far away from 
home, and undergo many privations ; and 
why should they not be paid for it? I am 
not opposed to the proposal. As a matter 
of fact, it is a matter that has always 
appealed to me. I do not intend to oppose 
the proposal. In fact, I will support it. H 
is propo«ed by the present Administration 
to discourage the acquisition of large estates. 
I am thoroughly in accord with that. (Hear, 
hear!) I do not believe that a member of 
the community should be allow·ed to acquire 
a large area of ground if he cannot utilise 
it. I£ he has more than he can utilise, the 
members of the communitv will suffer there· 
by. . 

A GoYERNiliE~T MEMBER: You have got all 
you want. 

Mr. APPEL: Why not? Wh:v not? It 
shows that I appreciate what the country 
i o worth. I have got all thP land I want, 
and I am using it, too. If han. members 
opposite would on!~· do what I have done, 
and go upon the land, they would learn 
some of the disabiliti03 and trials of taking 
up a selection. 

Mr. Mc31INN: And the benefit. too. 
Mr. APPEL: And the benefit, too. It 

is proposed--and I am fully in accord with 
this proposal. too-that so far aq the rents 
whieh are paid be· our pastoral tenant'; are 
concerned. th0y should be increased. When 
we consider · that th" grazing farmer 

who owns 18,000 acres, 20,000 acres, or 
25,000 acres has to pay a certain amount of 
rental, and frequently he has not got the 
best part of the particular area, and when 
the pastoral tenant is paying something like 
75 per cent. less, to my mind there is some­
thing radically wrong, and the State should 
recAive the benefit. The State should receive 
the full benefit of the land which it 
possesses, and in connection with these large 
pastoral areas, I am in accord with han. 
members sitting on the Treasury bench who 
sav that that land should not be parted 
with-should not become freehold. 'I'o my 
mind, it is a perfectly valid proposition, 
so far as these largo areas are concerned, 
that thev should be leasehold, and han. 
members. will have my full support in any 
m0asure which will give to the StatF the 
value of the leasehold which is to be paid 
by the pastoral tenant. 

Mr. O'ScLLIVAN: Is this a benediction of 
the Government programmP- that you are 
giving us? 

Mr. APPEL· If the han. member for 
Kennedy takes it as a benodiction, I think 
hon. memo"rS citting on that side of the 
Hou•e should be very gratified to know that 
anv member of the Opposition, who has some 
sm"all knowledge of the requirements of this 
Stote, should be able to support any proposi­
tion comin~ from that side. 'l'hc· hon. mom· 
ber, I knovv, is in a state of perennial plea­
Pure. 'rhere is one 1natter which I con~~ider 
i:; a Yerv seriDuf, omissicq. fron1 the pro­
gramme_:_that is, there is no r•cference made 
to a scheme of water conservation. (Hear, 
hear!) If our land', more particlarly the 
lands not immediately within the coastal 
area. am to be closely settled, it is ab,olutely 
nece,.cary that a scheme of water conserva· 
tion should be carried ant by the State. In 
the corutal portion of the State we know 
we have copious streams, and we have a fair 
rvinfall; but even 400 or 500 miles back 
from thP coaet, althoug,h in many instances 
there i, a plentiful rainfall, :vet all that 
watPr runs away. Nol\', thgt '' atcr can be 
con erved, and "ith the conservation of that 
water, va 't areas of land as f~rtile and as 
suitable for closer settlement as any on the 
coast-in n1any instances 1norc so, because 
we have none of the pests that exist on the 
coa,st-can be made available for closer 
settlement. When we fiEd that the United 
fltatP' of _\merica, where they arc blessed 
evPry wint2r with a fall of snow. which, 
melting, c1uses a large quantity of water in 
the strco\m~,, have comidered it absolut<ely 
necf'~sary to carry out a, scheme of water 
conscrv.>tion-onlv the other dac· we had a 
r.e-nort from the Lioutenant-Govr:~rnor in con­
Iw.ction with his visit to California. a drv 
StJte comparati-vely, ,;hero, b~,- moans o~£ 
·v:ater con~+~rvaticn, they have been enabled 
to settle a very largn popuhtion, a popula­
tion which is doing remarkably w.ell finan­
ciallv-wh···n we find that even in the Do­
minion of Canada they have found it neces­
sary to go in for ·chemeo of water conscr' a­
tion-to impound the water from th0 melting 
sno\v---1-·hcn how much man~ neees.::.ary is it 
jn thi~ great State of ours. \Vherc \VO fuffer 
from the lack of water? If the Government 
is honed in the matter of closer settkment, 
then a water conservation scheme should run 
tog-ether with the other scheme of limiting 
the large estates. 

The SrrRETARY FOR } .. GRICULTURE : You don't 
doubt the Government's honco,ty, do you? 
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Mr. APPEL: I doubt everybody's honesty. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : Even your 
own. 

Mr. APPEL: Even my own. (Laughter.) 
And from my knowledge of the Secretary for 
Agriculture, I doubt his very frequently. I 
note also that it is proposed to amend tho 
\Yorkers' Compensation Act. I have, no 
objection to that. 

Hon. ,J. HuxHAM: You approve of eyery· 
thing in the programrne. 

Mr. Al'PEL: Perhaps I approve of any­
thing that benefits my fellow-electors more 
than mL<nbers who are interjecting, becau<e 
I do it without Co'npulsion. To my mind, 
no exception can he taken to this proposi­
tion for many reasons, but it must run to­
gether with tho establishment of State in­
surance-(hear, hear !)-because we all know 
that to-day a considerable obligation is placed 
upon the employer in the matter of maJdng 
provision for workers' compensation. 

A Gov£RNMEN'r ME~IBER : He is at the mercy 
of the company. 

Mr. APPEL: As an hon. member inter­
jects, he is at the mercy of the company, 
and unquestionably with an increase in the 
amount to he paid, he would be still more 
nt the mercy of the company; and I take it, 
as rea,onable men, we don't want to throw 
the whole of the onus on to the employer. 
There is no object in saying you must be 
victirnised, and, I tak.e it, hon, members, on 
whichever side of the House they may be, 
only de~ire to see a fair and equitable deal; 
and if this is to be increased, it must run 
hand-in-hand with the establishment of State 
insurance, so that the increased amount to 
be paid by way of compensation is not placed 
upon the employer. If that is done, I have 
no hesitation in saying that I will give the 
proposition my cordial support. 

~Ir FOLEY : Are you speaking on behalf of 
your party now ? 

Mr. APPEL: The hon. member for Mun­
dingburra is like an old spavined horse­
he is trying to be sarcastic. 

The SPEAKER: Order! 

Mr. APPEL: I withdraw. The hon. mem­
ber is endeavouring to be sarcastic, and 
he reminds me of that particular animal in 
that particular condition, 'I hen he end,eavours 
tr) be so. TheYe are several other matters 
mentioned in the Speech, and hon. members 
sitting on the Treasury bench found tho 
Bills in draft when the late Liberal party 
left the Administration. There is a Bill 
dealing with the appointment of a public 
trustee. It is quite a reasonable proposition, 
and I think it is one that will be beneficial 
to the State. In connection with the pro­
nosed amendment of the Local c'l.uthorities 
Act, I may cL;im to have some little know­
ledg·c of local authority law. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: You were 
administering that Act. 

Mr. APPEL: That is so; and I had some­
thing to do with the different amendments 
which were brought into the forefront. As 
to what form these amendments will take. 
of ~cour.:,n, it is irnpos&ible for mo to say~ 
and I have no doubt that even the SPcretary 
for Agriculture wjll not give mo anv infonna­
tion on that particular point. However I 
have no doubt that it is proposed to cxt~nd 
tho franchiec. because one of tho speakers 
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who prccc•ded me mentioned New South 
Wales. Well, I hav0 pointed out on dif­
ferent occasions that if the franchise is to 
be extended, the State, as in New South 
Wales, must contribute to or subsidise 
local authority funds, then there can be no 
objection; but if it is proposed to extend 
the franchise without those who are getting 
the franchise contributing something to the 
local authority funds--

:Mr. Fm:E: They do already. 

Mr. APPEL: Unlcs; it is proposed that 
tho general taxpayer shall contri'uuto son1e~ 
thing towards the maintenance and upkeep 
of Jo,Jal authority mattem, then it will receive 
my opposition. X ow, I believe my time ha" 
.1.l11109t ~::xpired, and I only V\' ant to 1nention 
vne matter-that is, the question of our tram­
·wa vs. I trust that the Government will 
either acquire the Brisbane tramways, or, if 
they allo\\· the lo"al authorities to have con­
trol of them, it will be under such a measure 
that they will have full and complete control 
of that public utility. Under a Bill which 
was tabled last session, it practically meant 
that the fr<J.nchise was extended in per­
petuity to the present company, I think that 
woul.ol be a disastrous position for tho electors 
and the ratepayers of the State to be in. 
(Hc•ar, hear !) My own idea is that the con­
cern should be acquired by the Government 
itself, or und~r the conditions which I have 
mentioned. Whether the Government will be 
able to provide ,against overcrowding, if it is 
a Government utility, I am unable to roy, 
judging by the tramways of New South 
Wake:, because I find there just as great over­
crowding at cortain hours of the day as we 
find in conne0tion with the Brisbane tram­
ways. 

Mr. McLACHLAN : Had you not a different 
Bill drafted? 

Mr. APPEL: Hon. members know that is 
so, and that I made the stateme.nt publicly 
on the hu~ting·s that I had prepared a Bill 
which would give the authorities control, a 
nlC'af!uro 1nodPllcJ on the enactments hich 
existed in \'ittoria and New South \Valee, 
,and which are working extremely v:ell there 
in enabling the running of tramways <'.S local 
autho,.ity utilities. Nl:y time is up, and all I 
can say, in conclusion, is that I hope the 
Government, in dealing with this ma.ttcr will 
aequire the tmmways them,,c!ves, •and curry 
out their maintenanc:'. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
I beg to move that the han. member be 
granted an ext~I3·,1on of tirno, b{l.y, for flft~en 
minutes. to enable him to conclude his s~leech. 

J\fr. FREE: I SH'CJnd the motion. 
Qtw'tion-That thc hon. member be 

granted an extension of tirne-put and pa"Jsed. 

Mr. APPEL: I thank the hon. member for 
his motion. I did not ask for the concession, 
but the House has gruciou,,]y !"ccurdcd. it, a_nd 
I am very pleased to accept 1t. It wdl giVe 
ffi.f} th8 opportunity to refer to. one or tvvo 
matters which I have not had tnne to touch 
upon. I notice that it is proposed to extend 
the lTil'dical and <lcntal inslJC"tion of sf'hool 
children. This is a matter which we know, 
ot c·dur"', was introduced by th0 late, Ad­
ministration. IL has been so f4lr very offet'­
tive, but I want to point out one ·difficulty 
to han. members on the Treasury benches. 
\Yhat is the utility of merely cending a 
.~~:-~ntal or a mcdiL al inspel':tor to a school? 
Take the case of a dental inspector who 
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examines the children's teeth. and says, 
" This child wants certain things done to his 
t2eth," but they aro not donP. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: The scheme will 
provide for that. 

Ilir. APPEL: I "'ppose '"• berauoe it 
.seems to be alwavs an anmnalv that. e 
shouid ·"'Y that this child requG·es certain 
attention, wher"as in certainly 60 per cent. of 
the schools in the State of Queensland there 
is no local opportunity of b.aving· this carried 
out. To my mind, it should be the dut;~· of 
the State, when we are dealing with this 
matter, not alone to make an in"pection, bnt 
also, •Yher<' the parents are unable to 
afford to pay for the nec<·,sary skill, to see 
that the work is carried out. 

.\ir. ToL~IIE: 'I'hat is being done now. 
Mr. O'SuLLIVAN: No. 

Mr. APPEL: A·dvice is simply given. I 
hold, too, that this inspection hould not be 
confined to Sta,te schools alone. \V e have 
ma,ny other schools under different den< mina­
tions which a'e carrying out that particu::1r 
educational work in the State of Queensland. 
We ha;e Church of England and Homan 
Catholic schools which are as,isting the State 
in this great and worthy object, and to my 
mind this dental inspection, and every addi­
tion which is mwde to it, should be applicable 
to the whole of the school~ which arCJ carri•d 
on in the State of Q·1eensland for th" benefit 
of the children of the State. And I speak 
somewhat feelingly on tho subject of the 
inspection and treatment of teeth, bor<Luse >Ye 
find a large number of young men at the 
present time, who are otherwise suitable, and 
would be available, and are anxious to go to 
the front, have been rejected owing to the 
fact that their teeth have been neglected, 
undoubtedly, in their youth. To my mind, 
this is one of the most important matters. 
\Ve all know that the general health of a 
chil·d practically depends on the condition 
of the teeth, and I can only a'sure the loader 
of the Government that, w far as thiB par­
ticular matt. ·r is concerned, he will receive 
ever:y support I can give hi1n, ho\vever vvidely 
he r>ropo,,o, to extend the system. Then, it 
is proposed to adopt a policy of decentralisa­
tion. \V ell, I am in thorough accord with 
that, and I can only hope tha.t hon. members 
on the Treasury bench, ,and han. members 
~itting on that -Jide of the llouse, will realise 
"\vhat centralisation mea1n 1 \vhon contraUsa­
tion propc:sitions co1no be-fore .any party, 

hcther it is in the CommonweoJth or else­
""'here. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. APPEL: I hope they will realise that 
our policy must be decentralisation, and not 
centralisation. I am in thorough accord 
with the propo~~Jition, because I believe it 
makes for the benefit of the State as a whole, 
and tmdoubtedly a policy of decentralisation, 
so far as the particular localities are con­
Cdrned, will make for the benefit of those 
localities. I understand that the policy has 
already been carried out to a certain extent 
in connection with railway administration. 
I can only hope that hon. members are 
bona fide in this matter, and if they are, I 
can assure them that they will have every 
assistance from myself in carrying out the 
policy. I notice it is proposed to deal with 
tho l'egulation of trade and monopolies. 
'I'he Bill is placed fairly in the forefront 
of the proposed legislation, and I can only 

hope that the Hon. the Premier will bring 
this on at the earliest possible opportunity. 
I spoke upon this subject at some length 
during tho last election campaign. I am 
not prepared to eay that at the present time 
nmbinL·' and monopolies do exist, but I 
have a very considerable suspicion that some­
thing of that character does exist. I know 
that so far as we poor primary producers 
are concerned, a certain ring existed in re~ 
gard to pigs. \Ve know that, whereas at one 
time pig buyers from the different factories 
came to our styes. and we .had the oppor­
tunity of getting what we considered was a 
fair pricn for our swine, evidently they came 
to an agreement, and that agreement re­
sulted in this-that they required us to bring 
our pi:;rs in the first instance to the railway 
stations, where they must be submitted to 
public competition by an auctioneer. 

Mr. T. L. JONES: Hear, hPar! 

Mr. APPEL: And we know further that 
that same combine or monopoly-I have n~ 
he,itation in calling it that-that it fre­
quently happened that only one buyer came 
there. I speak with feeling on the subject. 
It frequently amounted to this : that we got 
from lOs. to 15s. less on the value of the pig. 

Mr. T. L. JONES: When was there only 
one buyer? 

Mr. APPEL: In my district, over and 
over again. And-I hope the hon. members 
on that side of the House are honest in 
their support of the policy of co-operation, 
which, of course, is or,e of the principal 
planks of tho platform of the country 
party-the proprietary factories simply had 
us as in a cleft stick, because, if we did not 
choose to accept the price offered by the one 
ma.n--

Mr. T. L. JONES: Absolutely untrue. 

The SPEAKEH : Order ! 

Mr. APPEL: I am telling absolute faet,s, 
because I was one of the sufferers from th'is 
particular monopoly. If we did, not choose 
to accept the amount which was offered to 
us, well, we were told, "You can take your 
pigs back again." And if you offered them 
a,gain in a fortnight, you werE' told that they 
v·ere second clans, they were too heavy, and 
you had to t~tke 5s. or lOs. less than you 
were offered before. 

Mr. T. L. JO:;,i[9: Do ycm take us for a 
pack of innocnnts? 

2\h. APPEL: I hnvo not referred to the 
han. m'~mber for Oxley. I do not blame 
tho han. member. 

:N1r. T. L. Jom:;3: I blame you, though. 

Mr. APPEL: Under the conditions which 
allow of such operations, the rnan who is in 
business a? a proprictar.,\ manufJ'' turcr is 
not to blame for taking advantctge of those 
conditions. But I blame the State which 
fails to inil·oduce ouch legislation a, will 

n1ake it impossible. I can only 
[5.30 n m.] assure the leader of the Govern-

- ment that in conne12tion v·ith the 
introdm tion of :·uch a measure he will have 
every as::;istanco that, I can give hhn, not 
alone in this Iiouso, but any,vhero else where 
he <'hoo~Bs to call ,for it. I an1 very glad that 
he pro:1o,c, ~v proceed with the erection of 
public abattoirs. That i, ano1her measure 
which will give to the smaller producers a 
considerable amou,.t of relief. It is one of 
the matters which the Country party put in 

Mr. Appel.] 
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tho fordront of its programme, and such a 
n1ear-uro vvill receive every support frorn 
this party. I dc1 not propo,e to treopacs any 
longer upon the" indulgence of tho HousE'. 
As I stated a few days ago, the Country 
pccrty are not here for the purpose of offer­
ing capricious obJtruction to any n1eastu·,e 
that i:' brought before the House by those 
who are occupying tho Treamry benches. It 
IllUj be concid, red the duty of tho Oppoci­
tion, as a ruir·, to object. t'' everything that 
is introduc-ed by those who are occupying 
the Tr<·asurv benches. That was the attitude 
adopted by~ hon. mernbers 1,\ ho are now on 
the TPasury bc>nches. 

GOVERN'l!ENT MEMBERS: Oh, no ! 

lvlr. APPEL: However, our pos'tion Ib 

this: Any measure which makes for tho bene­
fit, net r,lone of the primary, but of ~he 
secondary puducors of this State, will re­
c<'ive the support of tho Country party. If 
hon. members on the other side introdum 
mdaSUr0s which do not make for the publw 
bennfit, then they must expect opposition and 
critwi'?m frrn1 hon. tncrnbei,:, h:-~longing to 
the Country party. 

The Pr.E1UEB: You don't think that we will 
introduce suf'h ill('a.sure-:, '~urdy ! 

Mr. APPEL: I hope not; but we never 
know what a man who is young in political 
sin may do when he becomes hardened. To­
day the hon. member may have a certain 
inclination to do what is right, and I hope he 
will continue in that mind, because, so long 
as he does, he will receive the support of 
this party. If not, then he must expect 
criticism and the sam~ obstruction that he 
and tho members of his party indulged in 
time after timo when they sat in Opposi­
tion-wh<'n they cried "Divide, divide," on 
Avery occasion, and when they took every ad­
vantn<;e of the Standing Orders. I hope the 
hon. gentleman will not place us in that posi­
tion. If the hon. member and his c<Jlleagues 
are prepared to do what is right and just tond 
e.quitable to the State, tflfm he will receive 
the· fullest support of myself and my col­
leaguP". 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

J\lr. CORSER (Burnett) : I take this oppor­
tunity of congratulating the mover and 
'cconder of the Addn ;s in Reply. It is a 
pleasure to know that there are new members 
in this House who are able to address them­
selves without unnecessary bitterness, and 
although we: may not agree with everJ thing 
they say, still one cannot helv. appreciating 
clear and fair expressions of opinion when we 
hear them. I trust that all the new members 
will be as free to act as tho0 wish. If 
they are they will be useful members in this 
House. It is not my intention to obstruct; 
on tho oontrn-y, I shall support any measures 
which the Gowrnment mav introduce that 
will tend to b<'n< fit th,, electors I have the 
honour to represr,nt and thB StatB of Queens­
land as a whole. \Ve should not loeq sight 
of the· tremendous war that is raving in 
Europe, at the present time, and, if any 
measure co.n be introduced that will assist 
the :E1npirc and our allie~, that measure 
shonld be pla·,ed first on our businHs-paper. 
If there is anything that the settlers of 
Queenslcmd can produc'' which will assist 
tho'e on the othf'l' side of the world, we 
should give that our first consideration. I 
noticP that it is proposed to introduce an 
Enemy Contracts Annulment Bill. If that 
is going to be of any real assistance, I trust 
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the Government will see tho advisability o! 
bringing it forward at !'n ?arly date.. Dur­
ing the last Federal ~'Jectwn camplugn,_ a 
gc.od spirit reigned in the electorate whwh 
the Prime lviini:,t,,r has the honour to repro­
cent. Tho candidate opposing l\'Ir Fisher 
was withdrawn, to eCJab!e 1\Ir. Fisher to give 
his full att<2ntion to matters in the interest 
c:f the whole of the Commonwealth and the 
nation generally; and '\\'u hope now th!'t 
I\Ir. Fisher is Primo Minister that he wrll 
do what was expected of him, and will act 
fairly to tho whole romnnmit,;, and will not 
ol"truct v,hat might be of benefit to the 
Commonwealth bv introducing measures 
which will divide the people unnecessarily. 

::\1r. CoLLINS : Has not Mr. Fisher already 
done so? \Vhat more do you want him to 
d{)? 

JHr. CORSER: Yes, he has divided them 
already, and we don't want a repetition 
just now. I trust, further, . that e< er:y_­
thing that can bP done rn thrs House will 
be done to assist our people on the other 
fide, and ~o a~,,iA our soldier:-4 \vhen they 
return. (Rear, hear!) The present Govern­
ment has promised to assist our returned 
; oldiers and ex-service officers; but they have 
inaugurated the principle of providing them 
only with perpetual leaseholds wh~n. they 
arrive here. I think tho country wrll be 
quite prepared to give them the best that 
the countrv can offer. 

A Gov~RN1!EXT l\1E1!BER : Preference to 
job,, too. 

Mr. CORSER: YPs, preference to jobs, 
but a],.' a freehold tenure. When they left 
here thev could have obtained a freehold 
tenurc. ~nd it would be only fair to give 
it to them when they return if they wish to 
have it. I hope that the present Government 
are ;wing to honour the promises of the late 
Government wiJ·h refer<'llC'' to placing public 
servants who left to fight for thr Empire in 
their former position~ when they return, and 
to give thorn any highPr po:;,itions which 
n1a ~,· bo vacant. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGmruLTt:RE: This 
party will honour everything that is honour­
ablo 

GOVERX:liENr l\1EMBERS: Hear, h<car! 
J\Ir. CORSER : I trust they will continue" 

to do so. The defeat of the past Goveru­
ment, no doubt, was of their own making. 
The writing was on the wall. Many mem­
bers who were in the last Parliament who 
were likely to be "in tt.o know" did not 
expect anything but that the Government 
were goinG to be defeated; but the Opposi­
tion members at that time did not expect 
that they were g-oing to be returned with 
the numbers that thc:v now have. The over­
whelming defeat of the late Government was 
due, to a great extenL to the misrepresenta­
tions that were indulged in. Misrepresenta­
tions went the rounds of the people, and of 
consumers in the citie• in particular, which 
aimed at an imaginary trust, or at middle­
men who were supposed to be getting all the 
profits from our industries. Those misrepre­
sentations nearly :ed to the Government 
having altogether too many supporters to 
maim it safe for them in their own po9itions. 
I might also remind hon. members of the 
statements that were in circulation to the 
effect that the late Government were trying 
to deprive our troops of the votes which thi' 
House gave them. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Is not 
that quite truo? 
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Mr. CORSER : It is not true ; and the 
journals that made those statements did not 
contradict them "hen the votes Jame to hand. 
The statement was made that the middlemen 
were absorbing all the profits and the farmers 
were not getting anything. Is it not com·· 
mon knowledge that our co-operative com· 
panic" are run by our directors-by men 
whom we have selected from among ourselves 
to run our business concerns? 

Mr. A. J. JONES: Dry shareholders. 

Mr. CORSER: The storekeepers have not 
made tho profits that our political opponents 
at election times gave out that they were 
malnng. " The proof of the pudding is ill 
the eating of it." \V e find that a firm in 
Brisbane supplying butter to the General 
Ho.· pita!, a benevolent institution, has had 
to adn1it thflt thov v, ere losing £14 a week on 
their contract. The'tl middlemen pwcured 
no profit, and the:~ had to admit that, in 
face of the fact that the G-::·vernment and 
their supporters had previomly c~aimcd that 
thP middlemen secured .all the profit. Though 
I am not prepared to make the ev:traordinary 
statement made by the leader of the Farmers' 
I;nion party or to swallow holus-boluc the 
programme set fDrth in the Governor's 
Speech, still I will say that if ever " mono· 
poly appears, and it comes to dealing with 
trusts and combines and taking away from 
the middlemen anY profits to which thev ar'' 
not entitled, then I am with the GoYern· 
mcnt ; every man on this side is and the 
majmity Df the people in the St~te are as 
Dno in that. .c\'obodv is going to contradict 
the fact that we are up against trusts and 
combinecc and undue profits. (Hear, hear!) 
Everyone admits the existence of those facts. 
Tho"e are the facts which the Government 
allege as an excuse for cutting down the price 
of butter and taking away from the farmer 
that which is his du" The statement that the 
farmers are nDt getting the benefit of the 
higher prices for food which have prevailed 
up to the present time is not true. If the 
Government propose to deal with trusts, I 
hope that thPy will induce their party sup· 
porters in the Feder a! Parliament tO deal 
with a trust which is supposed to exist in 
the Commonwealth, and which thev en­
deavoured to tackle at one time. I refer to 
the tobacco trust. \Vhen the Labour party 
show by their actions that they will deal with 
that trust, we shall be able to believe that 
they are sincere in their professions. A good 
condition of things would be brDught about if 
the GovernmF•lt would assist co-operative en­
terprise and give farmt>rs faQilities to market 
their own produr•-,. That would be quite 
sufficient to Pnsure a reasonable pric'l being 
charged fDr foodstuff> and to ensure to the 
farmers a full return for their labours. 

Mr. WELLINGTON: Why didn't the Liberal 
Government which you supported do all 
thosf' things ? 

Mr. CORSER: I was an independent sup­
porter Df the late Government, and it was 
not within my power to bring about the 
desired alter a tionc. as hon. members will 
undcr,tand after having li~tened to the cx­
traordinar'' shtement maclP by an ex-Cabinet 
Minister to-day. Whilst I 'at behind the 
late Government and took part in the meet­
ings of the cotucus, I always m"'inhined mY 
indPnendenre and exorcised it whenever 'I 
Iihd. 

The SE''RETARY FOR PT'BLIC LANDS: You 
voted with them in the Hou~c. 

Mr. CORSER: I voted with them in the 
IIouse when my conscience directed lTIO to 
do so. 

Tho SECHETARY FOil AGRICULTURE: YDu 
signed that round robin. 

Mr. CORSER: That is not a matter 
"hich affects my independence as :1 supporrer 
of the ]Me Government. I signed no such 
round robin; yDt I did what I could to shift 
Ivlr. Donham from leador:,hi1J. You do not hear 
anything in Queen street abClut the terrible 
drou;;ht which is existing in the country; 
you hear about the tremendous ::>rofits wade 
on food comin,; hom tho country, but you 
hear nothing about the stricken downs and 
bar,·· plains on which shrep and ~attiP em 
find no feed. \Vhere you hear nothing about 
tho drought, that is where the Labour party 
F"curcd their greatest majorit0 at the last 
eledion. The people in those places have 
been educated from the to:whinB" of Karl 
Marx up to the price of butter. but not in 
any othPr direction, and they know nothing 
about the man who with his family is 
struggling on the land. It is all very well 
to hear members supporting the Goycrnment 
speak about the conservation of produce, but 
there is another side to that quHtion. The 
hon. member for Oxley, i1, mo'.·ing tho adop· 
tion of the Addre•s in Rcph·, state-r! the.t 
there was a want of forethought and fore­
sight on the part of farmers in not storn~.,..­
up fodder. I claim that the farmer would 
gain nothing by filling his cupboard with 
food supplies for stock when that stored up 
food would be seized by burglary such as is 
going on in Kcw South \Val" at the pre­
sent time. It is claimed by members opposite 
that farmers have no fore~.ight. as they have 
not stored up a quantity of fodder which the 
Labour Government c~uld come along and 
seize. \Vhen the position of the farmer is 
fairly recognised, then it will be right for 
the farmer to store his food. and he will pro­
bably do so. Of course, ere long the Trea­
sury bcnche" will be occupied by independent 
country members who are out to promote 
the interest Df the f"rmer withr-ut anv dct~i­
nwnt to any section of the community. 
(Government laughter.) Then we shall be 
able to pass measures which will Pnab!e him 
in tim<'s of plenty not only to knock out a 
bare existence, but also to put somethin!f 
by for a rainy d><y, and not be in need of 
everything tD keu1 body and soul together. 

Mr. BERTRAM : Are you not a pledged 
supporter of the prc<rnt leader of the Opposi­
tion? 

Mr. CORSER: I am not a pledged sup­
porte!· of any leader and nPvcr was, and I 
do not happen to be in the same position 
as the hc·n. member for BurkP. I <llll 

sitting by his side, but I have thfl honom· 
o~ being quite free, a country member. 
and I shall support any measures '·'·hich 
are in the intcrc, t of everv section of the 
cqmmunity, and which arc "not class legisla­
tiDn. It is a verv serious position that the 
market in Great Britain is shut to Australia 
as far u,q borro,ving purposes are concerned. 
but the Government cannot consider that 
position to be serious, since they claim that 
thov are a non-borrowi11g party. I shall 
quc;te the remarks Df the le.adcr of th<' Go­
vernment at Barcaldine. Li>ten to the word­
in" of this sentence, a sentence the words Df 
whir-h are U'ed every day in <' 0.lling recruit'l' 
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to fig·ht a common foe on the other side; 
that same wording was used to fight a politi­
cal opponent here in time of war-

" 'The ideal of a white Australia was 
not re,pected, and Liberal faith, Liberal 
S<'ience, and Liberal culture could only 
find expression in the raising and spend­
ing of huge loan moneys which were 
very often expended wastefully, and in 
the end left to posterity to redeem." 

GOVERKMENT ME~IBEES: Hear, hear! Qutte 
true. 

Mr:. CORSER: We only spent £2,000,0CO 
a y<;.;r, und yet your friends in New 
South Wales spent £10,000,000 in 1914, 
and £6,000,000 in 1913. We, spent 
.£2,000,000 by authority, and it is claimed 
that it is too much. I have no doubt, nor 
has any uember on this side any doubt, thai;, 
this non-borrowing Government will spend 
more than £2,000,000 a year if they can 
get hold of it. 'The Premier made reference 
to the Royal Commiqswn on wheat, and 
daimed that the report goes to show that 
inordinate profits were made by certain 
dealers in these foodstuffs. I am not in .a 
position to contradict that statement of the 
hon. gentleman. 

'The PREMIER : Do you agree with it? 

Mr. CORSER : I cannot agree or disagree 
with it now. I cannot decide till the report 
is before this House, and I think it is not a 
correct thing to make such a statement to 
the Press of the country without giving the 
Opposition an opportunity of perusing the 
report. I hope and trust that the Govern­
ment will bring in such enactments as will 
meet with my own approval. I would like 
to .deal with a few of the measures which are 
enumerated in His Excellency's Speech. 'The 
Industrial Peace Act is to be repealed-an 
Act that has done more good for the working 
people of Queensland than .any other Act on 
the statute-book. (Government laughter.) It 
has proved to be a good enactment. 

:Mr. O'SuLLIVAN: Because you were afraid 
to put it into operation. 

Mr. CORSER : It has provided continuous 
work for the men, increase-d wages, and 
happiness for their homes and wives and 
familiee. It has made the industrial worker 
too happy for our friends on the other side. 
(Government laughter.) What are the objec­
tions to the Industrial Peace Act? 

Mr. Gmm: It has killed agitators. 

Mr. CORSER : It will not only kill agita­
tors, but it is an Act which provid8s .a more 
lenient way of dealin<s with those in error 
than does the Kew South \Vales enactment, 
placed there by a Labour Government. In 
one week in the Maitland district the Labour 
:'\Iinist.er for \Vorks issued 600 summonses 
against the mim·rs for rpfusing to work in 
consequence of :"orne coal dust nui:::-ance. 
Have we anything iike that here? Do our 
measures provide for anything more stringent 
than that? \Ve have had industrial peac'', 
whilst the workers in other States have lost 
much tim(' and money and happiness. The 
Local Government Act is also to be pulled to 
piece''· The,-e is no doubt there is room for 
improvement in the ,\ct, but I am .afraid that 
the Government are not going to start where 
they can do good ; they are going to pull the 
good out and place something bad there in­
~tead. A considerable extension of the fran-
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chi' e is proposed. I suppose they are going 
to take away from the man who has to 
have .a large area of inferior land to pro 
duce tho san1e a-n1ount on as his neighbour 
ca,n do on a o·ood and productive small area; 
they are goi~g to take .away _from him his 
three votes or t':yo votcB '" h1eh he secures 
by pa.ying a higher rent to provi-de !or hin.l­
.self the .s.an1e existence <:'::! -a rncn \vho g;-~cs 
one vote and has a che:tp and small and 
good property. 

j);Ir. FoLEY: You believe in plural voting! 

Mr. CORSER: I believe in getting what 
one P'1YS for, and I believe that the people 
in our shires should be reprcst'nted on our 
shire councils. 'There is nothing fore­
shadowed as to any proposed assistance to 
the shire councils. I trust that the hon . 
member for Eacham will do what he can 
in the caucus meetings to bring in some­
thing to enable the local governments to. get 
the assistance which they have been deprived 
of up to the present time-that is, to secure 
a percentage of the land revenue for local 
authoritie" to enable them to make good 
roads. I have advocated this being done on 
every occasion. 

A GOVERNMENT :MEMBER: And then voted 
against it. 

Mr. CORSER: And then voted for it on 
every occasion. If the Government are out 
to do good for the greatest number, ~ trust 
they will do good to our peoplE; m the 
country. They have an opportumty now, 
after being in opposition so long, to amend 
and improve these Acts, and I hop~ they 
are going to do so. I wot:lcl also hl~e to 
know if the measure they mtend to mtro­
.duce gives anv guarantee that the sole right 
of land taxation is going to be still vested in 
the local authority. That is one of the 
blessings of the Local Authorities Act. It is 
the greatest blessing that in this State the 
whole power of taxing land is left with the 
local .authority. 

Mr. FOLEY: \Voul.d you leave it in the 
hands of plural voters? 

Mr. CORSER: Leave it in the hands of 
the electors in each division, the people 
who have gone out back to make their 
homes. If anybody else wants the votes,. let 
him go out and endure the same hardships. 
Another measure that is going to be tam­
pered with in some ay or another is the 
Workers' Dwellings Act, an Act which has 
done a great amount of good for the workers 
in the cities. It has done so much good that 
the workns turned against those who were 
their friends. (Government laughter.) The 
past Government brought out immigrants 
from home paid their passages, and assisted 
thorn whe~ they got here by their better 
conditions to secure a piece of land. 

A GOVERNMENT MEMBER: Out of the rate· 
payers' money. 

Mr. CORSER: Out of their own savings. 
'TheY also provided them with a house out 
of the people's funds. 'Through the opera­
tion of the Workers' Dwellings 'Act and 
the use of Savings Bank money, it is made 
possible for them to provide themselves with 
a good home, and yet at election time these 

are the people that turned round, 
[7 p.m.] and they will throw out the pre-

sent Government when their time 
comes for judgment. The Government 
secured their position on the 'Treasury 
benches by misrepresenting the position. The 
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legisaltion they propose to put on. tl:_Je 
statute-book is new democracy, and 1s m 
the interests of a class. It is in the interests 
of a section .of the community and to the 
detriment of the greatest number, to the 
detriment of the toiler, and chiefly the bush 
worker. With regard to the Workers' 
Dwellings Act. I might call attention. t<: a 
remark made by one of the members Slttmg 
on the Government benches. That hon. gen­
tleman said that the present Act was only 
of benefit for the capitalist. 

A GOVERNMENT MEMBER: Quite right. 
Mr. CORSER: The bon. gentleman says, 

" Quite right." He means that a capitalist 
onlv can secure anv benefit from the 
W! orkers' Dwellings ~\ct. I do not know 
whether the supporters of hon. gentlemen 
opposite who have secured assistance from 
the 'Vorkers' Dwellings Board to enable 
them to erect workmen's cottages, will con­
gratulate themselves on tho fact that their 
friends in this House have dubbed them as 
capitnJists, which is something very black at 
election times. I do not claim tho"t the 
person who owns a £40 block of land, and 
secures assistance to get a "\Yorkman's dwell­
ing erected on it, is a capitalist. I am 
sorry that the Government are going to 
take a way from these people the chance of 
getting a:,si,tance to help them in their 
thrift, and enable them to buy a cottage of 
their o"-n. The Government are going to 
give the benefit to those who take up land 
under the perpetual lease system. Just as in 
the case of the Agricultural Bank, so with 
the Vv-orkers' Dwellings Board, it will be a 
serious matter to say where the monev is 
going to come from. Now that the Com­
monwealth is issuing a loan, it will be a 
great inducempnt to our people who have 
mon0:c in the Savings Bank, indmtrial 
workers and others, to 'vithdra'Ar their money 
from the Savings Bank, where they are 
getting 3 per cent. interest, and take advan­
tage of the Commonwealth loan and get 
the 4~ per cent. interest offering. I hope 
the Govt·rnment will see the advisability of 
securing sufficient money to make all the 
grants thu t will be required under the 
amending Agricultural Bank Act, which I 
trust tho G~vernment are going to intro­
duce; if not. the people will invest in the 
Commonwealth loan. 

Mr. LARC01fBE: There will not be the same 
flexibility, as they will not be able to draw 
when they pleas£'. 

Mr. CORSER: That will not induce them 
to draw from 4~ to 3 per cent. I trust that 
one of the earliest Bills to be brought for­
ward will be one to give assistance to the 
agricultur'al settler in times like the present. 
I hope they will make it possible for the 
agriculturist to secure more than 13s. 4d. in 
the £1. 

:Mr. BERTRAM: You voted against that 
amendment when we proposed it last year. 

:Mr. CORSER: I voted to increase it to 
15s. in the £1. When the present Govern· 
mont introduce their amending Bill, they are 
going to make it applicable to perpetual 
leo.ses. I say they should make it possible 
for an agriculturist to borrow £400 for 
unspecified purposes, and even more under 
such tenure. 

Mr. B'RTRA1I: Your party opposed that. 
last session. 

Mr. CORSER: I am not answerable for 
what the party did. 

Mr. MURPHY: That is the curse of party 
government. 

Mr. CORSER: I claim that the Agri­
cultural Bank Act of Queensland is the most 
liberal of any Agricultural Bank Act or any 
Assistance to Settlers Act in the Common­
wealth, and members opposite know that 
that is so. 

Mr. BERTRAlii: What about the Western 
Australia Act? 

Mr. CORSER: I will leave it to hon. 
members opposite to show where the Western 
Australia Act grants greater assistance. 
'I'hey have State machinery factories in 
Western Australia, and tho settler is allowed 
up to lOs. in the £1 to buy machinery from 
the State workshops. In Queensland, he can 
secure up to 13s. 4d. on machinery, and he 
can buy it where he likes, while in 'Western 
Australia he is compelled to buy it from the 
State workshops. That means that in West­
ern Australia he is advanced lOs. by the 
StJ,te, and he has to make up the other lOs. 
in the £1 himself, ancl in addition he has 
aho to put his hand into his pocket to help 
make up the deficiency t.hat takes place from 
year to year in those State workshops. 

::\Jr. 'l'OLCWIE: The State machinerv in 
\Vestcrn .i.ustralia has not got the iatest 
patents. 

Mr. CORSER: No, and it is not consid­
ered by farmers to be fir>t-class machinery. 
It is more expensive machinery tha.n the 
farmer would have to pay if he bought an 
imported article, oven with the duty added. 
Take a binder, for instance. 

Mr. GILLIES : Have you got a brief for 
the harvester trust? 

Mr. CORSER: I have not got a brief 
for tho harvester trust, nor have I got a brief 
for hon. members opposite. If any hon. 
gentleman likes to look up the estimates 
of cost of the State harvesters in \Vestern 
Australia, and the imported article, he will 
see that the State machine costs £34, and is 
gradpd third-chss by the farmer who uses 
it. The State machine is called " The Gem," 
and is a third-class machine. You can buy 
a McCormack binder, a first-class machine, 
for £35. 

GOVERNMENT li!IEMBERS: The " McCormack " 
has a good name. (Hear, hear! and laugh­
tor.) 

Mr. CORSER: The McCormack is a first­
class one, ancl with all the C03t of freight 
and duty added it is only £1 more than 
the State machine, a third-class article. 

1\i'Ir. BERTRAl\!: How do you account for 
the fact that the Farmers' party in Western 
Australia are supporting the Labour Go­
vernment there? (Government laughter.) 

Mr. CORSER: If hon. members opposite 
think that the Farmers' party are going 
to support them they will be disappointed. 
just as the Labour party in New South 
\Vales were about the farmers. We should 
protect the farmer. especially the farmer 
who is growing wheat and the man who 
is manufacturing butter. The butter 
manufacturer has to compete in a freetrade 
market in London. He has no protection at 
all. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIC'GLTURE : He is 
getting good prices there. 

Mr. Corser.] 
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Mr. CORSER: YPs, and as soon as the 
price goc~ up, the State Governrnent irn­
ports butter or brings in hay free. That is 
all the protection the farmer here gets. 

Ron. J. A. FIHELLY: Who has been telling 
you that? 

Mr. CORSER: I know it from practical 
experience, unfortunately. Where is the fair­
UhlS in that? As soon as the price goes up 
it is allowed in free, or imported bv the 
State. · 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICcLTC'RE : In 
where? 

Mr. CORSER: In the States the 
Commonwealth takes the dutv off. Fur­
ther, might I ask: Why ·is not the 
same condition applicable when it might 
.act ch-trimentally to the industrial worker? 
We know that under the Lvne tDriff iron 
and st0el were admitted fr~e and under 
the Tudor tariff, in 1913, they dollectcd from 
the farmer £27,513 duty on iron and steel 
wire. Now, during a time like this, when 
there arB troubles and trials-when our 
people have to fulfil the conditions on their 
farms, when they must, by Act of Parlia­
ment, provide improvemente and the neces­
sary fencing, they must fell their scrubs 
and providB wire netting, and theJ must 
have thPir iron-why not have these duti<>s 
·taken off these nece-ssaries, and thus assist 
the farmers when the prices of these com­
modities h"ve doubled? If you arp going to 
as~is+ ono sectjon of the community to the 
detriment of the farmer. why n~t assist 
the farmer when it is no detriment to 
another section, because the industrial worker 
can secure union wages for the articles that 
arc rnanufacturcd? There is another matter 
that thv prc~3ent Government are going to 
tamper with to some great degree. and that 
is tho fish proposition. Cheap fish is most 
.desirable, and cheap food is most desirable 
when po,sible. Our friends opposite owe 
a lot to th,. cheap food cry, and I hope 
b.efore long good seasons will make it pos­
<nble. for them to carry out th.,ir promi,es; 
nothmg else will. \Vhat was this action of 
tho fishermen'! It was for the fishermen's 
o.wn protection. To prevent them from glut­
-ting tho market on one occasion unneces­
sarily, they did something the same as the 
Labour partv did when they were in Opposi­
~ion. The Labour party have opposed the 
llotroduction of ~ssisted immigrants, b0cause 
they were afra1d that it would glut the 
labour market. The fishermen were prob­
ably st;-ong unionists, and they did not want 
all the1r fish to get on the market in one 
.day, and thereby throw them out of work 
for a week or a fortnight, and probably 
they might have had some means of secm·­
ing for themselv0s their daily bread· and 
they acted in a certain waY.· ' 

The PRE'\HER: What way? 
~.Ir. CORSER: I am not a fisherman, and 

ther-e. are no fishermen in my electorate. but 
I clatm tlu1t there are two sides to everv 
qupstion. At elertion time the whole of the 
fi,h trouble was brougl;t up, but the country 
eleet.cr~ '!ewr s0c; a b1t of fish except they 
catch It m the nver or depend upon these 
Jisherrnen. \'\:'hy should these people catch 
a large quantrty of fish if the_v arc not going 
to be compensated for it? \Vhv should thev 
<Jol!e' t an amount of fish if they are going 
to be done out of their "full time"? We 
find our friends, the Federal Government 
won't, even at a time like this, keep om: 
5mall arms factory going; they delayed 

[Mr. Corser. 

in taking action to ke,"p the Lithgow 
works going three shifts. Why should 
not the fishermen hold to the!ll)Selves 
one shift in their boats to enable them to 
make a living? It was simply owing to 
th0 fact that they saw it was going to take 
their bread from them that thev took some 
action which might not be right, but the 
past Government were not to blame for that. 

A GOVERN}!ENT MEMBER: They threw away 
their daily bread. 

Mr. CORSER: They saved to themselvr'S 
their daily bread. I trust that whatever ac­
tion the Government do take', that these men, 
although they might not be good unionists, 
will receive proper consideration, so that 
they will be able to earn sufficient wage.s 
fro'? day to. day. ::'\o doubt they will get 
1t 1f our frHlnds on the other side intro­
duce trawlers such as the N< w South Wales 
9'ovcrnmcnt haYe -done, a;1d leave them lying 
rdle, and the people gettmg no fish. If this 
State doc·, run their own industries, I hope 
the Government will see that they run them 
better than the New South \Vales Govern­
ment hav<' contl"olled the men who were 
working on these expensive trawlers, which 
were brought from the other side; and if 
they do not do so, country members will be 
given a trial on those Treasury benches. 
(Government laughter.) I might say that 
some remarks have been made as to the rr'a­
son why Queensland has not iner0ased the 
area, under cultivation. It seems to be a big 
prob .. em, and the statement wants counter­
acting to some extent. In 1913-14 "Knibbs" 
otah·''· that there were 747,814 acres under cul­
tivation, including the ,,ugar lands; and in 
1910-11 there were 667,113 acres under culti­
,·ation. Kot a very great difference but it is 
accountable for, all the same. In' the first 
place, the rf'ason whv Xew South \Vales 
Victoria. and South ) .. ustralia are so tre: 
mendously ahead of us in the area under 
cultivation ic. owing to the fact that thev 
a;e wl~eat-grow~ng countries, and it is po:l­
srble . LO put m. largo area• with large 
machmes-~o scarify huge areas which are 
planted wrth wheat-and thev are called 
cnlti.-ated areas. In Queensland we have got 
to plough our land if we want to get a 
crop. 

Mr. O'SuLLIYAN: So do thcv in the other 
Statee. " 

Mr. CO:HSER: There are exceptions where 
they plough and harrow the land but as a 
general rule, it is sim pi v scarified land and 
it is included in the cirltivated land. ' The 
wh<,nt-grm•·ing- countries always show a tre­
mendous area under cultivation. ::'\ew South 
Wales produced in 1913-14. 38,000 000 bushels 
of wheat; Victoria. 32.936,000 bushels· South 
A mtralia, 16,936,000 bt1c,hels; and Que~nsland 
1, 769,000 bushels. That is the reason wh~ 
wo are so much behind the other States i; 
the area under cultivation. :\row for the 
rea5on \vhy our area has not incrc1sed. That 
is simply because the Darling Downs, that 
"ere settled first, are going out of cultivation, 
becausP the people are finding that in the 
Burnett elcdorate, and places lik-e th;ct, they 
are able to secure better land· but it takes 
time. It takes time to clear this Janel. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRFTLTcRE: What 
haY~• th<•y substituted on the Downs? 

Mr. ToLMIE: Dairying and sheep. 

Mr. CORSER : If the areu haR increased 
by 50,000 acres in the Burnett district this 
year by the felling of scrub, it has to lie 
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fiye vears under grass before clearing 
the stumps <tnd put it under permanent 
cultiYation. So that those 50,000 acres which 
are included in the cultivated land this year 
,disappear again for the next four years. So 
it is from year to year, and eventually by 
the time our friPnds opposite have been in 
office for some little time this land will be 
coming ba.ck to its fifth year and will be 
termed "cultivated land " again. vVhen our 
'crubs are felled it is cultivated land for one 
year only, and then for the next four years 
it is under grass, producing mille There 
is another reason : In Queensland many of 
the settlers arc not devoted to tho cultiYat­
ing of their land; they are devoted to the 
c!E·aring of pear on their land to enable 
them to cultivate it afterwards. That is what 
is keeping the area of cultivation down, and 
I think hon. members will agree that the 
reasons are sound and good, and it is only 
by increasing the number of farms that you 
can increase the area with these conditions 
and those obstacles. I want to say that if 
our friends opposite are going to be domi­
nated by the Trades Hall-(Government 
laughter)-I suppobe we may expect some­
thing similar to the action of the Trades 
Hall in Victoria, where a Trades Hall com­
mittee demanded a special session of Parlia­
ment to bring in a Compulsory Cultivation 
Bill-a Bill to compel the farmers of Victoria 
to put their hands in their pockets and em­
ploy the unemployed in < ultivating in bad 
times. I trust they will not do tho same 
here. Then, the bad seasons have a lot to 
do with it. People in the cities do not con­
sider it Look at the conditions on .Jimbour; 
look at tlw thousands of acres that are put 
under culti\ ati<•n there year after year from 
which there is no return ! How manv vears 
have those people and people in othm: dis­
tricts worked lik9 that without any profit? 
Is it pmcsible for the-m to store food and in­
crease their areas? Then. there is some­
thing else that is threatPning the farmer, 
the rural \\orkcrs' log. (GoYernment laugh­
ter.) The rural workers' log is pob•ibly 
not so great a bogey to the farmers as the 
conditions will be when our friends on the 
other side have carried out the enactments 
which they propose. The rural worker is 
increasing the cost to the farmer of his 
labour, and on the other side we have the 
actions of the Government restricting the 
price of that article. They are bringing about 
a. state of things which will compel him to 
pay more for his article and protect the 
consumers by securing to the farmer the 
lowc,t return for that increased cost. Thev 
are asking the farmer to pay a minimum 
wage to the worker; they can pav as much 
over it as thev like for the man who can do 
any work. · 

The SEC'RET.mY FOR AGRICULTURE: Do you 
object to that? 
Mr. CORSER: No, I do not, provided vou 

are consistent right through. In the t~wn 
here you ar" going to bring in regulations 
and enactments which ar0 going to compel 
him to sell at a certain price-he can sell· 
as much under it as he likes, but he must 
not sell over it-although you can pay the 
man as much over the minimum wage as you 
like. 

The PRE:\IIER: As a matter of fact, he is 
-seHing at under the price now. 

Mr. COUSER : What is he selling under 
the price., 

The PRE1!IER : Butter; he is selling under 
196s. 

Mr. CORSER: He is selling it under the 
price the grocer buys it at, but the grocer 
has to make a profit. The farmer secures 
196s. less the cost of manufacture. 

The Prl.E:\HER: I say under the price that 
is fixed. Fnder the price that we arc paying 
for it. 

Mr. CORSER: The farmer does not make 
the butter at home, and even so, how much 
more could they haYe got for it if you had 
not taken such action ? 

'I'he SECRETARY FOR AGRIO~LT~RE: They are 
selling it under it. 

Yl:r. CORSER: There is no proof, as my 
quecltiom to-day will show. vVhat evidence 
ha:o th~ Premier to ohow that? 

The PRE}JIER: By offering butter at cost 
price .. and we were told that thev could do 
better elsewhere. • 

Mr. CORSER : \Yhy stop them from 
-doing better? What have the present 
Government done for the consumer so fur as 
butter is concerned? On the 22nd May-we 
all know the date of the election-butter was 
offering at 205s. Butter went after the 
election to 215s. When it was 215e, the 
grocer was paying ls. 11 1/28d. per pound, 
and selling it at 2s. ld. And now it is 196s. 
The grocer paid to the factory ls. 9d., an-d 
at tho present time he is seliing it at ls. lld., 
where he se11ures it at that price. 

Mr. ToLMIE : And the best at 2s. 
:VIr. CORSER: 'l'hat is, in 56-lb. boxes; 

he has to break it up and ha.-c other costs. 
I would like to refer to the Elections Act, 
the Act that was kicked about a good deal 
last session. \Ve were told that we were 
bringing about a state of things that 
would make it impossible for the Labour 
party to secure power. But we brought 
~.orncthing in which made it possible, and, 
unfortunately, gave them ,some "eapons to 
cor_._tH.,t the e!ertion on. 

Mr. O'ScLLIVAO\: That was not your inten­
tion. (Laughter.) 

Mr. CORSER: It \Vas our intention to -do 
our duty to th0 people and the State and 
to you. You may claim that there are 
anomalies in that Act. Are there not ano­
malies in every Electoral Act? If there 
are not, whv -did the Commonwealth Act 
contain :~ cl{luse which ma-de it necessarv for 
c\·cr:v Labour man to Yote for a Liberal 
<'ctnd'i,date for the Senate? \Vas that not an 
anomal!·? 

Tho SECRETARY FOR AGiliCULTURE: That was 
i·1 a certain emDrgency. 

Mr. CORSER: And the Federal Prime 
l\!Imister huB been asked to rectify it. And 
if the late Government wero in power to-day, 
thev woul-d be quite willing to listen to any 
propositions to remove any anomalies that 
might be found in the Bill when it was put 
into operation. It wa.s a snlendid Act. J• 
ha.d only one fault, and that was that it 
made it possible for the Labour party to 
a dversoly criticise a fair measure. _\. return 
has bt'en askc·cl for bv the han. member for 
Toovvong in con11ectioll ,,-ith cleC'tion figure~. 
and the onl:, thing he did not ask for was 
th'" number of postal votes given for Liberal 
eandidates and the number giYen for Labour 
candidates. It would be very intcn•stinf' if the 
Hon. the Chief Seen tary informed us of that. 
I a:11 not opposed to a fair Elections Act, a 
silllplifi·c'ltion of the Elections Act, hut I nm 
totally opposed to a six months in Australia 
qualification, and one month in an elec­
torate, if there are no clauses to make it 

Mr. Corser.J 
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impossible for a man to be on two or three 
electoral rolls at the ~gme time. I will 
support any measure that goes to make it 
impossible for an elector to be on more 
than one roll at the same time, and that is 
what that me'l•mre did to the greatest extent, 
and that was all that it was intended to do. 
I want to refer just for a moment to railway 
works. I am strongly in favour of some sort 
of public works committee to decide upon 
routes, and I do not mind if they start out in 
tho el£doratcs right away, among those lines 
which were passed, and select the best of tLe 
lot, because then the Burnett electorate will 
have a railway that it should hltve ha<l thirty 
years ,ago. I ha va been here three years, and 
the first raih,·ays included the Upper Burnett 
Raihva2, which should he.ve been included 
twenty years before. I thank tho Minister 
for the information as to the raihYays we are 
going to get~the Minister in the past did 
not give us any information~but he has 
given us the information, even if jt is good 
or bad, and it fortunate!.) provides for a rail­
way to Proston, a settlement which for the 
last four or five or six V1"ars has been strug­
gling a way. "·aiting for" -a lin(') satisfied with 
the conditions and their prospects. It will 
be a very beneficial line, and no line in the 
State has better claims. Then, what about 
the U;Jpcr Burnett? Unfortunately~and tho 

hon. mcmbar for Bundaberc; and 
[7.30 p.m.] the hon. member for Mar:,-

borough will know it~it suffered 
by its number of :ouitors. They all wanted 
their rail" ays into various parts of !he 
Burm tt. In 1904, a commission inquired into 
the areas of land available for settlement, 
and they reported that in the Upper Burnett 
district alone there were 1,400,000 acres. 

Mr. CARTER: The line should have g;cm:' to 
Gladstone. 

Mr. CORSER : I am not going to say 
where it should have gone to. That should 
Jy,, for cxpertB to decide. \Yo "ant right 
to be might, and we want the line to go 
by the best route, so that there may be as 
much land as possible producing. Make 
available our lands. Do not allow them to 
lie idle. The Lands Office have written 
across the Upper Burnett map, "No action 
to be taken until the action of the Rail­
way Department is made known." That 
is what the Secretary for Lands has to un­
ravel, and I trust that he will do it at an 
early date, and that, when he lays his 
scheme before us, it will make provision for 
opening up roads and providing water on 
farms. The last Secretary for Lands did his 
best to bring about settlement, and it was 
not his fault that something has not been 
done in this direction in the Upper Burnett. 
I trust that the Premier will not t"ake anv 
notice of the talk a"bout rcadv-made farms': 
we want assistance from the Agricultuml 
Bank to make it possible for people to 
make their own farms. Money should be 
provided by the bank, and a man 
should be allowed to work and secure 
money to deve]op his farm. Keep the 
work in the bush for the men in the bush. 
There are plenty of men there looking for 
work in these dry times. The hon. member 
for Oxley said that land monopoly was ram­
pant in' Queensland to-day, yet only 4 per 
cent. of our lands are alienated. Later on 
the han. member said, in answer to an in­
'erjection from the hon. member for Draytoh, 
:hat he had a larger farm than the hon. 
:nember. Good luck to him~I am glad to 
1mow that he has~but it was hardly in keep-
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ing with his earlier statement. I am afraid 
that the workers in the bush are not going to 
get the assistance from the front Treasury 
bench that they expected they were going to 
get. They are not likely to get muQh from 
representatives who are tied hand and foot 
to a party who arc not free to act in th.e 
best inten,sts of the whole community. 

A GovERX~IENT MEMBER: Are you a 
farmer? 

Mr. CORSER: Yes, I am a farmer. 
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: What 

party do you belong to? 
Mr. CORSER: I am a member of the 

Opposition, and I will do my best to see 
that the Government carry out the respon­
sibilities thrust upon them. I hope that the 
various sections sitting in Opposition will 
come behind the elected leader of the Opposi­
tion, the hon. member for Toowong, in put­
ting up a fight for the interests of the section 
that has put us here and safeguard the State 
wlwncYer we have an opportunity of doing it 
in tho House. 

Mr. PETERSON (Normanb:J): I have 
listened with a great deal of attention to the 
leader of the Opposition, the hon. member for 
Albert, and the bon. member for Burnett, 
and I may say that what they have said 
here is just what the supporters of that party 
said to the electors of Normanby at the last 
election. For over thirty years my electorate 
has been represented by a supporter of the 
party which are now, fortunately, on the 
Opposition side of the House. The result is 
that tho electors said, "\Ve have stood thirty 
years of Liberal Governments, and we have 
got nothing from them, and now we are 
going to have a change.'' (Hear, hear !) My 
electorate is one of the oldest settled con­
stituencies in Queensland, and what have 
the farmers there ever received from past 
Governments? I am the answer to it to-day. 
I have bPen returned to repres>mt those men. 
They knew that so long as they returned the 
party which was in power in the last Parlia­
ment and in previous Parliaments so long 
would Queensland remain the most backward 
State in the Commonwealth. It is because 
the people have a wakened to a sense of their 
responsibility that they have placed this 
Government on the front Tr<:•asury bench. 
Much has been said about the Government 
owing its return to the high cost of living. 
I believe that there was an even more im­
portant factor in securing the return of this 
party to power than the high co;t of living. 
In my electorate leading Liberals came to 
me and said, "Peterson, I am going to sup­
port you because it was the Labour party 
which gave to Australia its great navy, and 
it was your party which inaugurated com­
pulsory military training!' 

Mr. FoRsYTH: It was not the Labour party 
which crfsated the Australian navy. 

Mr. PETERSON: It was the Federal 
Labour party which was the initiator of our 
great navy, and leading Liberals said that, 
if the Federal Labour party C'ould initiat& 
sueh great national schemes. the State Labour 
party should be placed in power in the 
State to see what it could do. All the talk 
we hear about the hi!;h cost of living being 
responsible for placing us here is so much 
surplusage. In the short time I have been 
in this Home I have heard hon. members 
on the other side advocating that this Go­
vernment should do certain things, and yet 
thev sat behind their Governme'1t for years 
>end never did those things. Here we 'hav& 
tho hon. member for Burnett getting up, and. 
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in his closing words, urging the Government 
to give financial assistance through the Agri­
cultural Bank to settlers on the land. If 
any han. member will look up " Hansard"­
as I did and showed it to my electors-he 
will find that. with the exception of the hon. 
member for Murilla on one occasion, those 
han. members always voted against allowing 
the settlers on the land to get more money 
from the Agricultural Bank. 

MY. CoRSER: I voted for increasing the 
amount to 15s. in the £1. 

Hon. J. A. FIHELLY: You sat on that 
bench and saw how the numbers were going 
first. 

Mr. CoRSER: I sat on that bench, then. 
Mr. PETERSON: If the man on the land 

w.1nts to know who is his true friend, the 
truest test is to find out who is ready to 
help him in times of trial and tribulation. 
My sympathy goes out to the farme; and 
the dairyman, and any votes I can give to 
better their condition will always be given by 
me, together with the other members of this 
party. \Vhen the members of the Opposition 
had the opportunity of assisting the man on 
the land, where were they? \Vhenever this 
party wanted to .assist the man on the land, 
not one of those han. member; supported 
those on this side, and that is one cause 
why Normanby has sent me here. The mem­
bers on the other •ide say they are the 
friends of the man on the land, but every 
time legislation has been brought forward 
for the purpose of wiping out the middleman 
or dving anything that would help the 
workers, those han. members were never 
found supporting it. I may say, in passing, 
that I have noticed that when any reference 
is made to the bettering of the conditions of 
the workers or to increasing wages, a snf'P-r 
always crosses the countenances of han. mem­
bers on the other side. I do not know why 
that should be so. I started work at an 
early age, and for the past twenty years I 
have been associated with the Labour move­
ment, and both from the land point of view 
and from the industrial aspect I have come 
to the conclusion that the party which has 
the best interests of the people at heart is 
the party which sits on this side of the 
House. I am here to support them. I wish 
now to refer briefly to a few remarks made 
by the hon. member for Albert. The hon. 
member stated that m&ny farmers are sur­
rounded by drought. We all know that, but 
incidentally the han. member inferred, indeed 
he said, that many farmers are producing 
nothing. He also stated that this party are 
taking away from the farmers the added 
value which butter would bring on account 
of the tight.ness of the market. The han. 
member apparently lost sight of the fact 
that many farmers in Queensland who are 
producing nothing use butter. and will get 
the benefit of thn price fixed by the Control 
of Prices Board. 

Mr. STEVENS: No; they do without it. 
Mr. PETERSON : This is a poor commen­

tary on thirty years' Liberal government­
that a farmer"' representative admits that 
the effect of one drought compelled farmers 
to do without butter. A number of those 
farmers use, butter. and thPY have to pay 
the price fixed by the board: 

Mr. STEVENS: \Vhat sort of an argument 
is that? 

:Mr. PETERSON: I am going to show the 
h~procrisy of han. members opposite before 
I have clone, as I did right through the 

1915-G 

Normanby electorate. I only wish I had 
been a. candidate for the Burnett. (Laugh­
ter.) 

Mr. CORSER: You wouldn't have been here 
if you had. 

Mr. PETERSON: I am very pleased that 
han. members opposite are taking exception 
to what I am saying. With regard to the 
fixing of prices, I think there is a great deal 
of justification for what the han. member for 
Albert said on this subject. I say, a.s he 
docs, that in fixing the price of butter, that 
price should be computed from the cost of 
production. 

Mr. STEVENS: Will your party do ~hat? 

Mr. PETERSON: Oh, Y"'! they will do it. 
The basis on which the price of butter is 
fixed should be the cost of production, just 
as when workers go before a wages board 
asking for an increase of wages they often 
bring up the question of the high cost of 
living, and the wages board fix wages 
with rega.rcl to the cost of living in the 
various localities where they have jurisdic­
tion. The very same rule should apply with 
regard to the fixing of the prices of com­
modities. That is only fair and just, and 
I, for one, will do my part in that direction, 
and I am sure the Government will do their 
part also. I desire to refer briefly to the 
spe0ch made by the han. member for Burnett, 
Mr. Corser, but I shall let him clown as 
lightly as possible. (Laughter.) In his open­
ing remarks the han. member stated with a 
great deal of flamboyancy that there are no 
trusts and combines in Queensland. The han. 
member said this party went to the country 
on the cry of trusts and combines, and in 
grandiloquent language he derided us and 
asserted that there are no trusts and combines 
in this State. Then incidentally he said these 
trusts are fleecing the people; and later on 
he stated that he would assist the Govern­
ment to deal with trusts which are making 
undue profits. (Government laughter.) I 
took a correct nato of wha.t the han. member 
sa,icl. and, as I have observed already, in 
his opening remarks he statPcl that there are 
no trusts and combines hPre. and later on 
wound up by saying, " Mr. Speaker, I shall 
be all there to help the Government to stop 
these fellows getting undue profits." 

Mr. CoRSER: "Undue profits." 
Mr. PETERSON: Hun. members who in 

the pa.st have posed in this House as the 
farn1Prs' representatives told the electors 
that they were independent. I challenge 
any one of those farmers' representative, to 
name two consecutive occasions when they 
voted against the past Government. The 
han. member for Burnett stated in his open­
ing remarks that he was independent, and 
he wound up his speech by asking members 
of the Opposition to pla.ce themselves behind 
the han. member for Toowong. 

Mr. CoRSER: To support the leader of the 
Opposition. 

Mr. PETERSON: With reference to the 
statement that the action of the Labour 
party has been detrimental to the man on 
the land, I wish to oay I distinctly remem­
ber that about fifteen years ago in the 
Rockhampton district, of which I am a 
native, when farmers in the surrounding 
cliRtrict' brought their produce into Rock­
hampton they did not snll it for money, but 
had to take goods for it from the merchants. 
The;' had to take what they could get. 

Mr. HoDGE : They cannot get money to-day. 

Mr. Peterson.] 
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Mr. PETERSON : I can remember aho 
a farmer in my electorate bringing in 3 tons 
of pumpkins and offering them for sale tu 
a Liberal storekeeper, one of the so-~a,lled 
friends of the man on the land. The farmer 
asked this storekeeper what he would give 
for the pllmpkins, and the storekeeper re­
plied, " I don't want them; take them 
away." Later on, after taking the punF>kinb 
round the town and failing to get rid of 
them, the farmer went to the storekeeper 
a,gain and said to him, " I cannot get rid of 
the pumpkins; take them." The storekeeper 
said, "All right," and gave the man £1 lOs. 
for the pumpkins, and afterwards sold them 
for £4 per ton. That was done by a gentle­
man who went round mv electorate and 
claimed that the Liberals arc the friends of 
the ma,n on the land. Since the Labour 
party came into the arena of Stat!' politics 
the time for that kind of thing has gone by, 
and farmers in my electorate can now bring 
their produce into the market and get gold 
for it. In the old days, under the rule of 
Liberal middlemen, they had to take what 
they could get for their products. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : They ha.d 
a system of barter. 

Mr. PETERSON: Yes, they had to take 
goods in exchange for their products. The 
change which has taken place since the ad­
vent of the Labour party reminds me very 
much of e, little boy who had some kittens 
h'l wanted to sell. He went to a lady's place, 
knocked a-t the door, and when the lady 
ca.me out asked her if she wanted to buy 
some kittens. She said, "Yes, what kind 
of kittens are they?" The boy said, " They 
are Liberal kittens." The lady said, " Take 
them away, I don't wa,nt them," and he went 
away. Ten da.ys later the boy went round 
again, and asked her if she wanted to buy 
any kittens. The lady replied in the affirma­
tive, and again asked what kind of kittens 
they were. The boy said they were Labour 
kittens. The lady sa.id, " You ra"cal, the last 
time you were herc> you told me they were 
Liberal kittens." The boy said, " Oh, they 
have their eyes open now." (Laughter.) So 
the people of Queensland have had their eyes 
opened, and now we have the Labour party 
on the Treasury benches. (Hear, hear !) 
The leader of the Opposition, in his opening 
remarks, laid great stress on this statement-

" The policy of the Government, as 
far as I can see, does not cause the cows 
to give milk; they have not caused the 
co"t of t!;ings to go down in any shape 
or form. 

As far as my electora.te is concerned, I say 
that if the past Government had done their 
duty to the farmers, there would not have 
been a shortage of butter to-day: In my elec­
torate there are 500 farmers settled in the Dee­
ford district alone. 'l'hey have taken up farms 
there, felled their scrub and burnt it, and 
many have splendid Rhodes grass growing; 
but thP>e settlers haYe not been able. in the 
majority of cases, to _put a single hoof on 
their farms, because they have not been 
able to get water from the so-called friends 
of the men on the land-from the ex-Govern­
ment-and the result is that, instead of see­
ing thriving butter factories in that district, 
which t.hev could have with the Rhodes 
grass grow.ing there to-day, owing to the la.x 
policy. of the last Government in not assist­
ing these settlers to get water, there is 
nothing there to-day but drought, and these 

[Mr. Peterson. 

men have to seck work in other avenues of 
employment. With re•Gpect to the han. 
member's statement that we have not caused 
the cows to give milk, I say that if the late 
Government had done their part, the effects 
of the drought could haYe been greatly 
minimi.,ed. This Government will show 
what c"n be done. and if it doN not show 
it, then I am going to speak candidly. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. PETERSON: I am absolutely con­
vinced. from my experience of the mem­
bers of the Cabinet, that this Government 
will show the people of Queensland that its 
sympathies go out to the man on the land. 
(Hear, hear !l I s,w also that the policy of 
a Govcrn1nent such as we had in power in 
Queensland for so many years, to open up 
land, build railways to it, and then leave 
&tarving settlers to their fate, is no credit 
to them. They turn round now, and ask 
,.;hat have 1'0 done for the man on the land 'I 
I retaliate, a,nd say: "\Vo have not had the 
opportunity to proYe ourselves. You have 
had thirty years, and what have you done?" 
\Ye find member after member getting up 
on the opposite side, and saying what we 
ought to do-do what they neglected to do. 

GovERNCVIENT ME~!BERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. PETERSON: Our platform provides 
for certain benefits to the man on the land, 
and we can say that every ma,n on this side 
io alive to the benefits which should be given 
to the man on the land. 

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. PETERSON: We do not find members 
on this side talking about being the leader 
<•l this or that party, and another sa,ying 
he is an independent. IY e are united. The 
farmers know tha.t we have a common policy 
in connection with la.nd development, rail­
way construction, roads, and also water. 
GiYen a little time and patience on the part 
of the people, and we will find that that 
policy is consummated, a,nd the Liberal party 
will n<over see these benches again. v;r e 
have one farming con;::tituency represented 
for the first time, as far as N ormanby is 
concerned, and I am just as competent in 
farming matters as members on the other 
sid<e of the House claim to be. I will take 
a plough with them at any time. I am used 
to hard and industrial work; and I am sick 
and tired of hearing them gibe about us 
not understanding the work of the farmer. 
The farmers understand a lot about the 
Liberals. Let us go a little further, and 
analyse the actions of the friends of the 
men on thll land. I have referred briefly to 
the hon. member for Toowong with regard 
to the cows. I have also tried to show that 
his Governmc>nt neglected the farmers in 
my district. Now, here is the main point 
cf his addre<s: He said that the cost of 
living has not gone down. \Vhat has hap­
pened? We admit that the cost cf living has 
not gone clown, but it has gone very little 
higher. If the Liberal party had been re­
turned, I will tell you what would have 
hLen the pricE·>'. Bread would have been 9d. 
for a 2-lb. loaf, butter 3s. 6d. per lb., flour 
£28 per ton, and sugar £40 per ton. Hon. 
members oppositPJ in critir:ising the Govern­
ment and their actions, forget the fact that 
the brake has been put on. 

GOVER:-<MENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
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Mr. PETERSON : The ·hon. member for 
Toowong also stated that there were no 
trusts, no combines, and no exploiters. The 
('X·Premier, l\lr. Denham, let the cat out of 
the bag. He showed unmistakably that 
there were exploiters at work, because, in 
a report of his speech, which appeared in 
the " Toowoomba Chronicle" just two weeks 
before the election, Mr. Denham said this-

" The profits of middlemanism were 
shown up exceptionally well by some 
remarks made by .:VIr. Denham in Too­
woomba a few days before the elections. 
According to a Press report-

" ' He cmphatic<dly denied a statement 
that the hrm '' ith which he was con­
nected had made any profit on wheat. 
He had received a Iotter from a Too­
woomba resident stating that he had 
b~en informed that the firm of Messrs. 
Denham Brothers had made a big profit 
out of wheat, which they had purchased 
at a figure between 4s. 6d. •and 4s. 9d. 
Mr. Denham said that his manager had 
informl'·d him that to buv wheat at that 
·price would be a good· opportunity t.o 
make a profit, but he (Mr. Denham) had 
told his mallager not to buy one bag of 
whea,t as a speculation to make a, profit. 
The manager ha,d said that if he (the 
manager) had been given a free hand, he 
could have made from £6,000 to £8,000 
profit on wheat.' " 

How does that compare with the statement 
of hon. member·' opposite? ::VIr. Denham sa,id 
that his firm did not operute in connection 
with this whea,t deal, but the inference ie that 
others were doing it. \¥hat "ere the actions 
of the Government of the day? Did they 
interfere and protect tho farmer then, •and 
protect the consumer? No. ~What happened 
in New South \Vales? The Govemment 
there stepped in and protected the fa,rmers. 
So much ha" been said about the evil in­
flupnce of the r,abour party against the man 
on the land, but how is it that the L·abour 
party of New South ·wales is back with a, 
majority from the country representative of 
the farmers? I lived in ~ew South Wale> 
for twelve years, and I know what I a,m talk­
inn· ·about. How is it that at a by-eleetion in 
th~ middle of this wheat acquisit"ion business 
the Labour candidate was returned at tho 
head of the poll by a, bigger majority tha,n 
ever before, in the largest wheat-growing 
district in the State? I could quote extracts 
from communi0ations which the Minister has 
received from various farmers in connection 
with that, just to chow tho hypocrisy of hon. 
members opposite in urging that the Go· 
vernment are out to hurt the farmer. I wish 
to oo brief, a,nd not weary the House with 
long quot<ttions like tho hon. member for 
Albert. This is an extract fram the " Sydney 
Morning Hera,ld " of 29th September, 1914---

" Mr. Hall said there was no .develop­
ment in conn~ction with the pronounoe­
'ln-cnt m!H..ln by ~fr. Hughes regarding the 
constitutional aspects of the situatior1. 
' There are some fa,rmers in the country.' 
he said, 'who appreciate what is being 
done by j he Government. Jlllr. GPorge 
V<J.!dor, cLairman of the 'Wheat Acquisi­
ti0n Boa.rd, h,,., hanJed me two letters, 
which are typical of many that have 
been received. An extract from one of 
thom reads : ' Your <Lotion in this matter 
deserves grc<Lt credit, and, although the 
Press may call down condemnation on 

behalf of the speculators, the public 
genemlly ·appreci:;te your !"10ve,. for the 
f.armers are gettmg ~1L fmr prrce now. 
There are fm·mers in this district who 
sold the whole of their wheat weeks ago 
at from 3s. 9cl. to 4s. 3d., <tnd this s<J.:me 
whe~t was, prior to your proclamation 
em tho 18th, being rushed across the 
borde:·, where it w•a sold up to 6s. 4?. 
The Lamers now know that they w1ll 
receive at least 5s., for the whole of the 
contracts have been cancelled, and they 
are '"Ottin~ some of their own hnck. They 
hav~ to \~ork hard for it. I can give 
yol! n1.any ~l;~tanct'3 liko this, if you re­
wure them. 

I can also produce •a lett-er from the secreta,ry 
of the \Yarra \Varra Farrners' Union, in New 
South \Vales, a letter which he <tlso sent. to 
that board, praising, by way of a resoluti~n 
from his association the Government for th8lr 
action in protecting the farmers; and so it is 
right throughout the who]': piece .. I know 
who it is that squeals. It IS the m;ddleman 
in Sussex street: that nmn who ]Oms the 
foar1ners' -as"'ociati'on who has -a big· dian1ond 
ring, a n1otor-ca:!', a'nd a big cigar. l:-Ie joins 
as ~an honorary member of thf' fa1~mcrs' asso-
0i,a,tion and his locution is in Sussex street, 
Svdno·:. These <J.re tho men who are .squeal­
iilg in"':'-Jew South Wales, but the pe?ple h<tve 
vot£>d and pla.ced the Labour party m power. 
The Labour pai:ty ha.' been returned af.ter. a, 
three veurs' tnal with a greater maJonty 
tlran e~,er, and I maintain that if we get the 
oame ratio of increa,ed represent·ation next 
time there will be no Opposition a,t a,ll. 

GOVER:\MENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. PETERSON: I want to read this 
letter. Since I have become the member 
for Kormanby, judging from the correspond­
ence I receive, the Normanby must ha,ve 
been a very neglected electorate, and I am 
almost thinking of asking th(' Premier to 
appoint a junior member for Normanby. 
(Laughter.) Bushley is in my electora,te, a,n.d 

it is one of the places that hit 
[8 p.m.] me hard at the last election. 

There are a great number of 
settlers there who belong to the Liberal 
Association. I have a letter here which I 
received from the secretary of the Farmers 
and Graziers' Association at Bushley, and he 
C'ncloses a letter which was sent to the 
Minister for Agriculture, which I will re";d. 
'l'his is a Iotter, mind you, from an assoCia­
tion known as the Farmers and Graziers' 
Pro~ress Association, and nine-tenths of its 
me~bcrs are Liberals. Listen to this-

" F. and G. ProgrPss Association, 
"Bushley, 

"22/6/15. 
" The Minister for Agriculture, Brisbane. 

"Sir,-I have the honour, by directi'?n 
of my a'sociation, i? request .that Y.ou wJI! 
immediately take mto consideratiOn the 
establishment of State markets--" 

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. PETERSON: Do you hear that? 

State markets ! Theee'farmers are beginning 
to have their eyes opened. It goes on-

" for the disposal and distribution of 
farmers' produce at Rockhampton a,nd 
Mount Morgan. 

" In support of this request, am furt?er 
directed to point out that the establish­
ment of such markets will have the grea,t 

Mr. Peterson.] 
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advantage of encouragement 
duction, which is the only 
making for reduction in the 
living. 

of pro­
essential 
cost of 

"By receiving full market value for 
his product, less selling commigsion, in· 
st0ad of having to accept the ridiculous 
prices offered by the middlemen as at 
present--" 

How is this from the Farmers' Association 
at Bush ley? They now see that the party 
which has led them through the wilderness 
for forty years has led them into a morass. 
(Government lrtughter.) I have not finished 
this letter yet. Here is some more-

" would be an important factor in en­
couraging the farmer to increase his pro­
duction, and the consumer would have 
the opportunit~- of purchasing his re­
quirements, pure and fresh, at a price 
according to supply and demand, with­
out having to add middlemen's profits 
amounting, occasionally, to over 100 per 
cent. 

"Trusting you will kindly give this 
matter your urgent and serious con­
sideration, and hoping for a favourable 
reply, 

"I am, 
" Yours faithfully, 

"E. WALMSLEY, 
"Hon. Secretary." 

\Vhat greater indictment can we have 
against the late Government than that? HerH 
we have an abSoeiation composed of gentle­
men, who. for years past, have supported 
the late Government, and we han• them 
now coming to us, and asking us to see that 
they get a fair measure of justice, to which 
they are richly entitled. I shall do my 
utmost for them, and I hope that when 
the Local Authorities Act is being con­
sidered, it will include in its provisions one 
allowing full scope to permit municipalities 
to enter into this business to provide proper 
facilitieo, for farmers to get the full value 
of their products. (Hear, hear!) It is one 
of the matters mentioned in our platform 
that the worker shall get the full result of 
hi& industry, and I am hPre to see that the 
farmer and the worker gets the full result 
of his industry also. 

An 0PPOSITIO::<r ME~IBER : ·what about eo­
operation? 

:v1r. PETERSON : What have hon. mem­
bers opposite done for co-operation? When 
we on this side proposed last session to give 
increased assistance for co-operation, hon. 
members opposite voted against it. 

GovERXMENT Jl.iE)iBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. PETERSON: No wonder that the 
farmers of c:'ueencland are beginning to see 
things from our standpoint ! 

Mr. BAYLEY: The Country party were not 
here last year. 

Mr. PETERSON : The Country party will 
disappear altogether before the mxt eledion. 
(Government laughter.) Th(· next matter re­
ferred to in the Speech is an cmendment of 
the Agricultural Bank Act. There are manv 
settlers in my electorate who have bee;, 
forced to take advantage of the provisions of 
that Act. It is no use hon. members sneer­
ing at these men for having so taken advan-

[.Mr. PetG1·son. 

tarre of it. One inducement held out to men 
to" rro on the land is that they will get the 
ben~fit of this Act. When hon. members talk 
about lending the farmers money in con­
nection with the Agricultural Bank Act, they 
forget to say that it is money taken out 
of the Savings Bank-money put there by 
mvself and others throughout Queensland. 
V\~hat is the position? \Y e find people in my 
electorat-e, and in other electorates, who 
find the provisions of tho Agricultural Bank 
,\ct very harsh indeed. The Government, 
first of all, sell them the land. The Govern­
ment fix the price, and the settler buys it. 
Say the price is fixed at £1 an acre, and the 
settler buvs it Tight out. Say he buys 100 
acr0s, which at £1 an aero would amount 
to :8100. Later on he applies for an advance 
on his land, which he off-or, as security for 
the loan. He asks for £100, according to 
the value the Government put on it whcon he 
bought it. Ho gets a letter from the Agri­
cultural Bank saying that tho inspector of 
tho bank inspected the land, and reclcuns 
it is worth 13s. an acre. That is the wav 
tho pre1'ious Government assisted the mal, 
on the land. 'l'hev sell him the land at £1 
an acre. and who;, he sends that in as the 
value. tho Government refuses to accept it. 
These facts cannot be denied. I am confi­
dent that the present Administration will 
see that th"''e absurd anon1ali0s. an~ over­
come, and that better conditione financial!) 
will be given to these struggling farmers. 
Anyone would think, when members opposite 
rise in their place"'' and talk about tho man 
who goes out into the backblocks and carves 
out his home, and gets rid of the prickly-pear, 
that thev have a monopoly of that senti­
ment. \Ve have seen it all ourselves, and 
know the trials of the settler. If the mem­
bers now in Opposition can show where their 
Goverument dealt with thosr> matters, then 
I am prepared to have a better opinion of 
them than I have had in the past. \Ve know 
that the prickly-pear is increasing at the 
mte of 1,000,000 acres per Y~'ar, year 
after yBar. I hope, when the Agricultur!'-l 
Bank Act comes forward. that there will 
be mor"' liberal assistance g» en to thes<: 
men. I hope that the Government will also 
pay attention to the question of prompt in­
spection and payment. I have letters in my 
bo.~ at tho present time from men who have 
a pplicd for assistance from this bank, and 
gr-eat delay has been experienced before they 
can get it. That de !a y seriously incon­
veniences thes<' pPople. \Vhen this measure 
i.i before the House, I shall dirBct more at­
tention to it, and perhaps offer some cogent 
reasons whv the House should accept the 
suggestions ·which tho hon. memb<_,r for Bur­
nett and myself are making. There is also 
tho que'·.tion of water conservation and irri­
gation. It is remarkable how this great ques­
tion has always been shelved. I was pleJ.sed 
to hear the hen. member for Albert lav 
particular stress upon it. No Government 
c1n expect to ha Ye a successful land policv 
unless the qucsti<m of water con,Drvation 
and \Vater i1·rigation is gone into. 

Mr. Gc:s-N: Commandeer the water, 

Mr. PETERSON: I am afraid there will 
bP a drought then. With regard to water 
cnn,erYation and irrigation, we find that 
in N cw South \\'ales, d<'spite the fact that 
Labour rul"" bupremc there, tho Yanco 
irrigation works have been established, and 
7,000 farms will be irrigated from it. I do 
not want to weary the Houee with figures, 
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but I just wish to show what has been 
ac,·omplishcd by the Labour Government in 
Now South vVales. vVe have had fifty vears 
o£ Liberal ruio in Queensland, and we 'have 
not one single water conservation scheme in 
Queensland. Can any member ohow me 
where th~l\C has bapn any attempt made to 
secun~ vvatt·r conservation in Queensland? 

J\lr. VOWLES: Yes, Irvingdale Scrub. 
:\Ir. GcNN: In the vVeengallan area. 
:\lr. PETERSON: That is priYatc. 
:\Ir. TOL:li!E: No, public. 

Mr. PETERSON: It is most rPmarkable 
that you have to get a mi<:roscope to find it. 
We find that in July, 1912, to Juno, 1914, 673 
farms wern granted on the Yamo irrigation 
'·;~emc, and the total amount taken up under 
till> 6chemL' wao 27,520 acres; and the -de­
c] ared capital of those 673 farmers was 
£407,947. Now, hon. mBmbers had said that 
the Uibour party in the other States do not 
help the man on the land like tho past 
Quee'lsland Government has done. I woul·d 
like han. rncrobers to b-ear with n1e for a 
moment to see if I cnnnot refute that state­
ment. 1\Tith reg·ard to house' and sheds we 
lind on the irrigation areas there the Go~ern­
nwnt erect hous<·s for the settlers and that is 
repaid by a dc:Josit of 10 per ~. nt. on the 
total cost, and the balance is sllread over 
twelve ycar:o at 5 per cent. Here the Liberal 
Government allow n, paltry £45. Go out into 
the new districts and sec the condition of 
these men that hon. members opposite plead 
fer ! You find thc,m there with their wives 
and little children in a bark hut a hut of 
~ags, or a hut covered with 'galvanised 
Han. Yet these men are the friends of the 
man on the land! On the other hand 
when new men come into power, we find 
that as soon as the,~ take over the adminis­
t~·ation tl~ey intend bringing in legisla­
tiOn to 1'\:ve t~e men on the land equal 
<>pportumtl~s wrth the wor.ker in the city, 
who gets hrs \Yorkers' dwellmg. 1\'e say the 
~vernment that will do this kind of thing 
rs not a Government to be •·ncered at l.>y 
members of the Opposition. (Hear, hear!) 
Let ';s f!;O _further. They also provide fencing 
and ou1ldmg matenal, and thev ITive them 
ten years' termc with a depo,it of 5 per cent 
Then with regard to rattle-nd these cattle 
ore specially selected by experts--the deposit 
asked by the department is £1 lOs. per he.,d, 
and the balance monthly at lOs. per head, 
and thrPe mo!Jth•· given before the first pay­
ment. That IS to enable the man who goes 
on lhe.se irri:ratiou 6TP<:ts-~vhen hP O'Oes on 
hi·:4 irrigation area 1;-e goes in for crol1s, and 
on other parts, \\·hrch arc allowed him for 
dairying, and so on-he can immediately get 
a return i ·.v f-tctving the>e cows, ·and tho Go­
vernment there advance theso amounts on 
t 'J.e most liberal tcrmB in order to allow tlw 
farmer to secure a return. Then there is also 
c>lectric power provided when the number of 
scttlec-s warc·cmts such provi,,ion. Then 
again, we find the Xew South vVales Govern­
ment hrrve formed 205 mile> of road. I 
would liko some han. mombers opposite to 
Bome mto my electorate, ·and into the Keppel 
electorate, and see the magnificent roads 
the poor unfortunate man on the land 
has had t? ~ont8?d with for years past under 
the admuustratwn of our friends oppo­
site. vVe find at Yanco also that there 
are 250 miles of reticulation channels and 
147 miles of drains. What has ' been 
the 1\eilnlt of this policy, and it is not com­
plete yet? What has been the result to 

the people of New South Wales? We have 
heard a lot about the extra wheat acreage, 
end the discount put upon that by the han. 
member for Burnett, but here is a result of 
practical efforts. We find that on that irri­
gation area there are 500 .acres under stone 
fruits, 100 acres under Yines, 3,000 acre,, under 
lucerne, 8,000 acres under fodder crops, and 
200 acres under vegetables, and the popula­
tion there now, where there were not twenty 
before, is over 4,000. That is under tli:e 
system which the Labour party are bringing 
tc1 a succhsful end in New South Wales. ::-.Jot 
only is that water conservation scheme there, 
but also provision is being In·adc for ono on 
tho ::Vlurray, on the Darling River, on the 
Hunter, on the Lachlan, and Murrumbidgee 
Rivets. And I appeal to my friends to re­
member this fact, if we want to do well in 
this State-that we cannot get away from the 
fact that, unle<~ we h.ave sound !·and law;;;, 
unless v, e give every facility for tho men in 
the country to develop the country, and pro­
~cide them v:ith the necessary Lcilities, we 
Cl1llllOt ('Xpect the 8UCPeSS that We would 
otherwise, have, and a Government that will 
do this, I venture to say, will have a per­
petual lease of this side of the House. 

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. PETERSON: So much has been said 
that the Labour party has done nothing to 
aMist the public in this great crisis-that we 
have absolutely failed in our promise to re­
duce tho cost of living; that we have also 
failed in regard to certain other reforms that 
they accuse us of having given utterance to 
at the last election. But here is the pasition: 
As has been pointed out b~· the hon. member 
for Burnett, Queensland stands last, with the 
exception of small Tasmania, in the matter 
of cultivation. We find ·also that no practical 
provision has been made by p«st Govern­
n1ents in regard to increasing the '\Vheat 
areas. \Ve find that only yesterdav the ::-.Jew 
South vVales Government just cmnplete·d the 
putting in of 11,000 acres of wheat. The 
Governnu~nt themselves employed men to 
plant the wheat, and when we have been in 
power-s·.a,y·, for three :years, as they h.a ve 
been-we. will be able to show at the end of 
our term that we can do things in the same 
•vay that the Kew South \Vales Labom· party 
ha; done. And I ,make bold to say that if 
wo get a lon,;er period than three years, the 
!,osition will ultimately end in Queensland, 
instead of hr>ing the most backward Ste,te in 
the Commonwealth, being the finest. (Hear, 
hear !) I am a native of Queensland, and I 
am proud of my native Stat<', but I am not 
pwud of the lagging position she holds in 
the Commonwc:.t!tn to-day; and I hold that 
with the progressive policy that has been 
placed before the House in His Excellencv'.s 
Speech as a forerunner, we will have 'in 
Que<'nsland a condition such os we have not 
hitherto h<J.d. I <tm not going to weary the 
House at fu ·ther length, but I would like to 
dc<tl briefh with the Elections Act. Hem. 
members opposite have caid that we cannot 
accuse th~m of any ulterior motive in connec­
tion with that Act; that we cannot say it has 
been unfair. I make bold to sav th<Lt if the 
Elections Act hc.d been fair .at all, thme 
would have been onh- two members of the 
Opposition returned t;; Pariiamcnt. The hon. 
member for Albert. I regret, is not in his 
place. I told him I would take up hi"' chal­
kngo. He challenged any han. member to 
show where that Act dealt har"hly. What 
happene-d to the men working on the Dawson 
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Valley Railway extension? The elections were, 
first of all, fixf'd for about 1st May. I am not 
going to make a charge or anything of that 
kind, but it seems a most peculiar coincidence 
that the railway was finished just in time to 
prevent thooe men voting for me at the 
elections. 

Mr. TOLMIE : The elections were not fixed 
for 1st May. 

Mr. PETERSON: I have been told that 
the late Government promised that. \Vho is 
it that blazes the way for the farmer to got 
his produce to market? Who is it that goes 
out and lives in tents and in many cases 
takes hb wife and children there? Who is 
it that lives under unfair oonditions? It is 
the navvy on railway construction. 'I'hese 
men-and I challenge contradiction-these 
men were refused a vote in the countrv in 
which they were born by the party opposite. 
I defy contradiction when I say that these 
men were sent to vVinton and were refused 
the right to have a, say in the government 
of the country. (Opposition dissent.) Hon. 
members opposite may sneer, and yet these 
cltme men will get on the hustings and say, 
"Go to the war." 

A GOVERN'IIENT MEMBER : 
Labour. 

They vote 

Mr. PETERSO_:\f: I know, but they were 
not so successful in getting them off the 
North Coast line. I -;vas watching them all 
day. They did not succeed in getting them 
off the rolL I shepherded those votes night 
and day. (Hear, hear !) I say that if ever 
this party is returned to power by that 
means-by depriving Britishers of the right 
to vote in their own country-! would leave 
it. The action of the Opposition in that 
matter was worth a vote of censure, and 
I am sure the hon member for :11ount 
Morgan and the hon. member for Keppel 
will bear me out in what I say. It is 
the absolute truth. When that kind of 
thing prevailed, are we to sit here and allow 
hon. members to say that the Act did not 
deal harshly? In what way could it have 
been less harsh? I say that the very fact 
of it operating in that way-to preclude men 
who ari' out to develop the State as those 
men are doing-should teach us better ; I say 
that, if anything, those men should get pre· 
ference. And I ask hon. members-those who 
p1·ofess such a great intereot in these strug· 
gling farmers and workmen-to go out there 
on those constructing works, as I have done, 
and as the han. member for Mount :\!Iorgan 
and the hon. member for Keppel have done, 
and see the conditions which they and their 
wives and families have to put up with, and 
if they did so, they would say. "vVell, men, 
we will do all we can for you." That is the 
British view to take. Dnt, instead of that. 
what do we find? We find that Act passed 
in the dying hours of last session. What 
for? To deprive thousands of men of their 
votes. They have asked. "Where are they?" 
I will show you some of them, am·how. ~1\nd 
it does not stand to the credit of the pa't 
GovernLtent that thev refused these men the 
right to a say in the· affairs of their country. 
The han. the leader of tho Opposition has 
stated that he considers that twelve months 
is quite a chart time <mough for a man to 
reside in the Common·wealth before he crm 
vote. I am sorry the hon. member for 
Nanango is not in his place, because I am 
going to deal with some electors from his 
electorate. Talk about harshness ! A num· 
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her of Kingaroy s,1ttlers came into my elec­
torate and settled there and resided in the 
district for a little over two monthr.. Under 
the Act, they had to got on another roll. The 
result was that they found that they had to 
be erased from the N a nanga roll and the 
Darling Downs roll, and by the time they put 
in their applications, they could not be re· 
'rised for two montlm after the election. The 
result was that, under this beneficent Act, 
those settlers were deprived of the franchise. 
And, mind you, some of them we1:e Liberals, 
and they are not going to forget It so far as 
l am concerned. (Hear, hear!) 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: They will 
be Liberals no longer. 

Mr. PETERSON: _:\fo. I can give their 
nam€' and everything that is necef•Sary. I 
know that our party is out to see that every 
person eligible OYer the age of twenty-one 
years-I am not taiking about lunatics, se 
don't bring up that joke-should have a say 
in the affairs of his country. I believe it is 
the birthright of every citizen in this State 
of ours, and I belieYe that this party will 
'''e to it that he has it, and that when the 
next election comes round we will appeal to 
the pe,:>pl e on the most dcwocratic franchise 
the world haJ ever SAen. (Hear, hear!) I 
now wish to refer briefl v to the matter of 
workers' compen·cation. "r congratulate the 
Government on having this proposal in the 
Speech, and I hope they will speedily put 
it into effect. At the present time, no pro· 
vision is made for miners and others who 
contract phthisis and othe1· diseases which 
attack men in the work on which they are 
engaged. I believe it will be within the 
scope of the new Bill that provision will be 
made fm· those people, and I say it is a cry­
ing shame that for years past we have not 
had an amendment of the law in this direc· 
tion. For, after all, is not the mining industry 
to be developed? Is it not necessary that men 
should delve i,n the deep for the mineral? 
And if they lose their health and contract 
that dreaded disea:,c phthisis and other 
diocusc·,'l akin to it, they should receive the 
same, i.£ not greater, cornpensation as is 
giYen in other ca~e'. I am grateful for the 
aFsurance that the Government will see that 
th!'se men are amply recompensed in these 
matters. Then, under tho old Act, when a 
man broke an arm or a leg, or any serious 
accident of thc,t kind happened to him­
after a grnt deal of scratching and strugg-1· 
ing, chasing lawyers, and so on-because the 
insurance company fights him-the result is 
that the court awards a certain amount to 
be paid weekly. I know a young man in my 
elcctorat,-a hale, hearty, voung man-who 
was crushed between two trucks and lost the 
use of his arm, and he was doled out by the 
court a paltrv sum every week. I am sure 
that provision will be made for mBes like 
that-and theY are manY-SO that the men 
can get a lmnp sum arid embark on some 
bueinc,ss that will be congenial to them, and 
help them to make a decent living. I hope 
that that will receive consideration from 
the Government, and also other ma.tters 
which we can dca:I with when the time come··L 
Then, I hope that provision will be made 
during the se"sion for going in for State 
enterprise. In the Central district at the 
present time we find that the settler is 
haref.3ed by the very high price of timber; 
and it is a remarkable thing that our 
friends-who arc continually posing as the 
fa.rmers' friends-do not get up in the House 
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and ask, " "Why is it that the farmer has 
to pay such a high price for his timber?" 
You never see them do that. Never! But 
we do know that t~e farmers and the people 
generally are paymg an excessive cost for 
their timber. And while I am on this point 
I want to remind the Minister of the depu­
tation which waited on him some days ago, 
and to say, as a 111an 'v ho has seen som€­
thing of building, that I hope he will not 
give way to them on that little bit of a 
yarn -about second-class timber. I hope that 
the Government will see fit to start at an 
early date, State enterprises, such a's State 
sawmilJo, and State joinery works. In New 
South \Vales we find them in operation, and 
I can sho·w from the reports a good profit to 
that State. ::-Jot only that, but we also find 
that they make all the forms and furniture 
for the Education Department, and I can 
show the big savings which the inauguration 
of these works has meant. I wish to con­
gratulate the Mini"ter for Railwavs for the 
splendid way in which he is administering 
the department. I also wish to commend 
the other Ministers. Whatever I have seen 
of them showed me that the···· are adapted 
to. their surroundings, and want to do every­
thmg for the best intere.sts of the people, 
the men on the land parhcubrlv. I believe 
that under the Minister for Rallwavs everv 
man in the depa,·tment will receive fair 
and equitable treatment. And I c:An sav 
honestly that the day of victimisation is 
oyer-the clay when a man did not dare to 
give expression to his opinions. (Hear, hear !) 
I have known what it is to be victimised 
and I feel confident that the Minister fo~ 
Railways, with his colleagues, will see to it 
that tha~ day has gone. I derire to congra­
tulate h1m on the way in which he has 
treat<;d all branchr'e of the department, and 
I believe now that the men will get a fairer 
deal than befm·e. The effect is seen already. 
In my electorate the railway men have 
spoken to ).11e, and I have received letters 
commending the action of the Government. 
I have spoken at considerable length and I 
suppose I ought to apologise to han:. mem­
bers for my die-<'onnect,,d speech. This is 
my first opjwarance, and I am thankful for 
the opportunity to make it. It has been the 
aim of my ambition for many years to serve 
my cour:try. Some people place a light 
constructiOn on that, but I believe it should 
be the object of everybody to endeavour to 
l.eave the world better than when they entered 
1t .. (Hear, hear!) By strict attention to 
busme~,, by not r;r:;kin~ politics a farce, by 
not bemg hypercntwal m the matt'r. I hope 
to bo of some service to the State. ·r thank 
tho l':'ader of the Opposition for his kindly 
greetmgs to new members, and I may say 
that 'r:Y: policy will always be to respect the 
O!?POSitiOn and concede to them the right to 
th.mk and say as they believe. I hope to be 
voth han. membr rs for a considerable time. 
I hope not to be here as a transient vision 
and I hope our party will remain in powe; 
for many years. · 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : A fixed 
star. 

Mr. PETERSON: All I can say is that 
starssomctimee drop. (LauiThter.) Apart from 
the light, side of the matt~r, I earnestly ap­
p~ul to tne Government to deal particularly 
With land matters, with water conserva­
tion, with irrig-ation, with Agricultural Rank 
amendments, and with railways. \Vith 

these elements in operation we will secure a 
greater State than we have had hitherto. Vve 
will find by opening up land in greater 
degree and establishing railways and dealing 
with water that more land will be taken up ; 
there will be greater provision against 
drought, and more crops and more pros­
perity; for, after all, all wealth springs from 
the land. And the Government 1\"hose policy 
is going to do that will be the Government 
that the people will put back every time, and 
I feel confident that that will be the Ryan 
Government, or the Labour Government 
known bv the name of the man who leads 
them at 'the time. I hope after the debate 
on the Addre's in Reply that we will quickly 
get to businPss, and shm'', not by our 
spee. hh, but by our recorded votes in 
" Hanard," our regard for the settlers and 
workers, and in that I shall demand the 
support of the members of the Country party. 
I thank han. members for the patient way 
in which thev have listened to me, and I 
apologise again for. taking up so much time. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. BEBBINGTON (Drayton), who was 
greeted with " Hear, hears," said: Like 
other han. members, I mu't congratulate the 
mover and F'0Conder of the Address in 
Rep!v, and abo other new members who 
have· spoken. On looking ovc-r the Address 
in Reply, I begin to think that the Labour 
platform is disappearing altogether. 

Mr. FoLEY: Your f'lllows are stealing it. 

l\lr. BEBBINGTON: No, you have stolen 
ours. (Laughter.) The party on the other 
side seem to have dropped the Labour plat­
form. They are bringing in other measures 
which, I hone, will not be too extreme, and 
that they w11! be for the good of the State. 
Some of them so far have not been for the 
benefit of the producer. 'l'ho producer has 
been sacrificed to the election pledges of the 
members for the cities. I do not think there 
arc any very urgent measures set forth in 
the: Government prog1·ammo, and I certainly 
think that we would all be much better 
employed in helping to make shells for the 
use of those who are defending us, because, 
if Germany wins, our laws will be made in 
Germanv. Thev will not be made in Aus­
tralia. ·Therefore, we should do all we 
can to assist those who are fightjng our 
battles equally as much as if they were being 
fought in Australia. I hope that not only 
\S'ill tho Go?ernment be prepared to giv-e our 
soldiers leasehold lands when they return 
from the front, but that they will be pre­
pared to giv,e them freeholds. Sometimes 
putting a man on a bit of land is a very 
cnnvenient way of getting rid of him. And 
not only do I think th,,t we should give 
those men a bit of freehold land, if they 
want it, but we should also give them pre­
fcr,cnce for employment wherever pos~ible. 
That is the sort of preference that I favour. 
The passage in the Speech rderring to the 
drought conditions does not convey to the 
minds of tho people here tho slightest idea 
of the state tlw country iJ in. The people 
>o<ho read that are nor given any id0a of 
ploughing and sowing tho land three: or 
four timP'l over and getting nothing for it. 
I tell you. :Mr. Speaker, that it take' a great 
deal more courage to stop in the country and 
fight a drought than it does to go to YYar 
and fight battles. Many of the young men 
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who are fighting the drought and try~ng 
to save our stock, and ploughing and sowmg 
time after time, are more to be congratu­
lated, if need be, than those who are fighting 
our battles at the front. The people who 
are heru know very little about it, and, more 
than that, they sho" very little considera­
tion to those who are carrying on this fight 
against drought conditionf.. The actions o! 
the Go\ernment so far show that they have 
not grasped the situation, or ehe they have 
absolutely no sympathy with the producer. 
Our friends on the other side have given 
us all kinds of advice. We have heard them 
talk about silos. I believe tlwy have got 
silos of their own that ha, e been waiting 
for twelve months with nothing in them. 
I bolieYe thai" is c01·re~t, is it not? 

Mr. T. L. JoNES: Yes. 

::Yfr. BEBBINGTON : It is yory easy to 
stand up and give advice. The other dav 
I went homo, and said to my youngest son, 
" You had bettn· drill about 30 acres of the t 
lucerne." He did so, but no sooner had he 
done it than 40 points of rain fell, and 
spoiled tho whole lot. There were £40 gom•. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICCLTURE: He was 
badly advised. (Gov.ernment laughter.) 

::\fr. BEBBIKGTON: That shows the sym­
pathy of the other side for the producer; 
and it shm> s how easy it is to give advice. 

The SElRE'fARY FOR AGRICUL~'t::RE : It was 
you who gave the advice that time. (Re­
newed Government laughter.) 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: It shows how easy 
it is to make big profe"ions of sympathy for 
the producer at socialistic mootings and over 
cups of tea and all that kind of thing. But 
not a single man of them goes on the land. 
It is very Pasy t<:> give advice to other 
people and at the same time do nothing to 
assist them. I may like t<:> put th<:J other 
follow into some things, and get something 
better for myself-something ea,icr and more 
profitable. It is all very well to talk about 
increased production, and all that kind of 
thing, but if they knew something about the 
prc•ent drought condition·' which prevail in 
the conntrv thPv would not be so readv to 
give advice: With reference to tho paragraph 
relating to tho high price of food, there is 
no doubt that is one of the mo• .. t important 
~ueHtilons WP had to deal with. (Hoair, 
hoar!) For years I have been working and 
fighting with others to bring the procluc.~r 
unci the consun1er nearer together, and to 
lt:IYe as little room as pc•ssible for others 
between the two. vVe haYo met with a CPr­
tain a I•wunt of succ·"ss, and I will not say 
that there arc not some men on the, other 
side who have worked with us. There is 
one hon. member over there who has worked 
;·ery nicely with us, and I give him his 
du<c. The hon. member for Pittsworth and I 
were the first; who came to Brisbane to 
establi'h thc· Choe'e :Th1anufacturcrs' Associa­
tion, and the hem. member I refer to gave 
us all the a'·istance he could. That para­
graph ru1ds ver;\ nic-:o]y 'vhcn it is read 
by th? Governor in a C~amber rcpre. enting 
the nch people. of Brisb;mo and clad in 
fine linr•n. The; fact that the Gm-ernment 
have reduced the price of butter by 3d. per 
lb. is, no doubt, very interesting to those 
p0ople. Ac·,uming that each of them con­
sumes 1 lb. of butter a week, it means that 
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they :.ere able to live 3d. per week cheaper. 
But what about the poor "cookie" who pro­
duce'' that butter? I can tell you of farmrrs 
who are going without the necessaries ol 
life in order to buy feed for their cattle. 

GovERNo!ENT 11EMBERS: No, no! 

Mr. BEBBINGTO:!'i": I say, absolutely, 
''Yes.'' There are men \Vho live near me­
men whom I sec eYery "eek-who arc going 
without the actual neces,.ctries of life in order 
that they may buy feed for their 0attle. 

Mr. J\lcMINK : Why don't vcu help them I 

Mr. BEBBI:'{GTON: This is what it means 
to them. At the time the Government re­
duced the price of butter, their cheques for 
milk were actually made out, but when the 
Government reducdd the price of butter to 
tho,e rich people, those cheques were with­
dra" n, and ld. per gallon was taken off the 
price of their milk, in order to give those 
rich people cheaper butter. That is a socialis­
tic Government for vou. That is their action 
as soon as they c"ome into power. Those 
men are sacrificing c mry thing to feed their 
cattle. They send their produce down to 
Brisbane for sale. Here is a. box of butter 
put up to auction. One man bids ls. 9d. 
per lb., and another bids 2s. The man who 
bids the 26. is an hotel-keeper-whose name 
I can mention if nect'<Bary-and whose wife 
can afford to give fifty guineas for a coat. 
When he bids 2s. per lb. for this butter for 
his rich custom<n·s, the auctioneer says, 
"Gentlemen, I cannot take th<J 2s., as the 
Government have ordered that I can only 
take ls. 9d." 

The SECRETARY FOR l'UBLIC LANDS : Did he 
actually say that 1 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: That actually hap­
pened in Brisbane. I can give you the name 
of the hotel-keeper and also the name of the 
auctioneer. That is the way thi1t the Go­
vernment, who claim to be the friends of 
the farmer, have been treating the rich 
people here, at the expense of the poor 
farmer in tho country, who is sacrifiring the 
verv necessaries of life in order to keep his 
,to~k alive. "Cnlike that character who was 
said to haYe robbed the rich to giYe to the 
poor, this Government rob the poor in order 
to giYe to the rich. With reference to the 
cheese industry, I maintain that there was 
no judification for the Government robbing 
the poor settler of ld. per lb. on his cheese 
in order to give the people of Brisbane 
cheaper cheese. The fact of the matter is 
that the oettler had to be absolutely robbed in 
order than hon. members opposite might do 
something to redeem their election pledges. 
Is it not a fact that in Brisbane the night 
before the election Labour c::tndidatos stood 
on public platforms and said, " Vote for the 
Labour cctndid,tes, and butter will be ls. per 
lb. on Monday" ? 

GoYEl'NMENT MEo1BIRS: That is untrue ! 
That is untrue! 

Mr. BEBBI:'\GTON: I sav it is true, and 
v. ho was to be robbed but the producer. if 
that promise was to be kept? \Vas there 
Rnybod:v else you could rob? There was nv 
butter in ·,took anvwhere in the State. and 
the only persons the Government could got 
at "~re tho men who were making butter. 
That promise was tho worst promiRe that was 
ever made to a people. Out of something 
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1ike fifty-three or fifty-four cheese factories, 
fourteen are c_koed altogether, and the other" 
.are only get~mg one-tenth 9f the milk they 
used to receive. Those which werf' getting 
33,000 gallons per week are only o-etting 
10,000 gallons. Yet the present Gove~nment 
seek to rob them of the little they do get ! 
The Government have promised that they 
will do _many things, but I contend that we 
should Judge them, not by their promises 
but by their actions, by what they hav~ 
already dono .. I desire now to say a few 
words about ra1lways. Undoubtedly railwavs 
are our highways of trade. In Queensla~d 
we have no waterways of any importance. 

A GovERN~fE:-!T MEMBER : Shame ! 

Mr. BEBDINGTON: No, there is no 
shame to anybody in connection with this 
matter. Those ~ho know anything about 
Queensland and have tra veiled in tho in­
terior of the State, know that our rivers are 
not like the rivers . down Routh, that they 
run o':'t, and that If blocked in one place 
they Simply run across another way. ·what 
we need m a good many places in the 
cou_ntry_ are light railways 'as feeders to the 
m~m lmes we. have already got. I main­
tam that a private company or private em­
ployers could make such railwavs as we re­
quire for £1,000 a mile which 'would carrv 
timber and produce. \Ve should make a bi;;. 
effort to build such cheap railways in di;.. 
tricts where it is impossible at present to 
m~ke railways costing £4,000 or £5.000 per 
:nile. If we have to wait for railways cost­
mg from £4.000 to £5,000 per mile, we shall 
undoubtedly have; to wa~t a very long time. 
In many cases hght railways can be built 
very cheaply, and those, railwavs should be 
·constructed as early as possible in the in­
terest. of the country. \Ve should use as much 
machm~ry a,, possible in the construction of 
our ra1lways. I have advocated that all 
along, and I said, as I say again, that where 
under. the present system of railway con­
structwn we find a dozen or twentv men 
.digging a railway trench with picl~s and 
shovels, a contractor . would use scoops and 
ploughs. and that while the men with picks 
and shovels were making a trench a chain 
long he would do a mile. We want some­
th~ng that is fairly cheap in the matter of 
railway construction. 

An HOl'WURABLE ME1iBER: What about the 
guarantee principle? 

Mr. BEBBI"JGTON: We, do not want the 
guarantere principle at all. I have alwavs 
opposed the guarantee system as unjust. I do 
~o.t se-c why the la!1d 'hould carry cvery­
thmg. 'I'llP people m the large cities who 
get the benefit of the trade arising from the 
building of railways should certainlv con­
tribute something towards thP cost of those 
railwav". Under the present system. tho 
persons asked to give a guarantep have not 
~mly to beco"f!lo responsible for any deficiency 
m the workmg of the line they guarantee, 
but have also to a,sist in makin~ up the 
deficiency on other railwnvs. Let u; do away 
with the guarantee syste';-u altogether. \Ve 
have becm told a gTeat deal about how the 
farmer is to be treated. I do not see what 
this GoYcrnment are going to do for him. 
So far they have not done verv much for the 
farmer. · 

Mr. O'Sc::LLIVAN: TheY are going to make 
millionaires of them. • 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: They are going to 
make millionaires of themselves. They talk 
about members on that side representing 
the farmers. \Vhenever I hear that kind 
of talk I am reminded about a very nice 
canary I had at home. \VP also had a very 
fine cat who seemed to be very fond of the 
<~nary, but one morning when I went out 
I found that the canary was inside the cat. 
(Laughter.) That is the way hon. members 
opposite represent the farmers-they repre­
sent as much of them as they can get in­
side. (Laughter.) vVe have heard a great 
deal said about the high cost of living. No 
one regrets that more than the producer, but 
when we are passing through a time like 
tho present, when it is very difficult to save 
stock and dairy cattle, I say the worker 
should not object to pay a fair price for 
c,omething that will help producers to struggle 
through the drought, and 'vhirh they will 
get cheaper afterwards. It amounts to this : 
'The dairy companic,; of Queensland pJ.y some­
thing like £208,000 per month foe the milk 
produced. That £208,000 is different to a 
storekeeper or a business man turning that 
amount of money over. It is new money 
brought in and put into circulation in the 
trade. That is what is keeping the bulk of 
our towns and cities going in prosperity. 
If we are going to allow, say, 50 per cent. 
of our dairy cattle to perish, and that 
£208,000 a month is going to drop down to 
£100,000, then undoubtedly somebody is 
going to feel the difference, and if we have 
to finance ourselves for the next year we 
shall want all the assistance that we can 
possibly get. IV e should assist our dairy 
farmers all we po,,sibly can. That is why 
I think we should certainly have got a fair 
price, at all eyents, something to help to 
keep these stock going. Another thing which 
I would lik0 to mention is with respect to 
country schools. I hope that the Minister 
for Education will find the books for the 
high schools when any step is taken in that 
matter. Rome countrv children who have 
gone to high schools find it ver:r expensive 
to get the books, and where there is only 
one in the family who goes there, the books 
are of no use afterwards. If the State finds 
the books, the same as is done in the 
other schools, they could be utilisecl for the 
other children who come later on. l want to 
mf'ntion one matter which has been touched 
npon in connertion "ith workers' dwellings. 
If there is one thing which acts upon a per­
son it is a good home. A good home 
i9 rec,,ponsible to "' great p·dcmt for the 
chrtract,or of men. The surroundings largely 
make p0ople just wh:d they are. There are 
two classes of people; one will make their 
surroundings, and the othPr will give way, 
?.nd their surroundings will make them. I 
have always advocated onr being as liberal 
as possible under the \VorkNs' Dwellings 
Act, but I do not think therP is much 
margin to go on at present, and I fail to 
""~ where it is g-oing to be. fr.r bhi·· rca­
son: vV" cannot have '1ny class legislation as 
far as that goes. 

Mr. H. J. RYAN: You have had plenty of 
it in the past. 

1\Ir. BEBBINGTON: \~Te have not. The 
Workers' Dw<'llinp:s Act has been adminis­
tered more liberally than any othPr Act 
undN which advances are madP. Whilst the 
farmer has had 15s. in the £1, uncler the 
W orkcrs' Dwellings Act the advance has been 
£3 to £1. I say you c".nnot go very much 
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further th_an that if you are going to have 
any margm of security, because, whatever 
you g:1ve under the Workers' Dwellings Act 
we w1ll certaml~- advocate and expect to get 
for the farmer under the Agricultural Bank 
Act, . and we will also expect the same 
margm for tho co-operative companies to 
build factc;ries, and also for the sugar­
workers. You must put each of them on the 
same level. 

Mr. McMm:-;; : Dry shareholders? 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: '!-'here are no dry 
shareholders e,t all about 1t; we are talking 
about the men •vho own the factories. If 
you arc going to give the full value to the 
worker under the ·workers' Dwellings Act 
t~en we c_an reasonably expect that the sam~ 
;v1ll be g1 ven to us in order to erect build­
mgs for the manufacture of products. 

J¥Tr H. J. RYAN: Why not build the 
dan·ws? 

Mr. BEBBI:'-JGTON: If we had State 
factories, by the time you had built them 
and run them, and took from them the raw 
materieJ, the eo,me as we do there would 
be nothing left for the men ~vho produced 
it. \Y e prefer to managE> our own business, 
bcc~use we can manage it the best. 

Mr. O'St:LLIVAX: Still, you want the State 
to finance you all the time. 

M!. B~BBI:\'GTON: All that we want is 
a f a1r thmg all round. 

Mr. O'Sc-LLIVAN: You do not want the 
worker to share in your co-operation in 
any vvay. 

Mr. BEBBI:\'GTON: The worker would 
not like to share i~1 the co-operation now. 
\Ve have men drawmg £4 a week, working 
four or five hours a day, and only working 
two or thr?e days a week, and the men who 
are supplyu~g tha~ material in order to keep 
the compam.es gom.f!:, are hardly able to get 
the. nec0ssanes of hfc; yet they are paying 
their mai_Jager tha~ wage. The hands in the 
co-operative factones are paid a higher rate 
of W:<ges, on . the average, than the man 
who 1s supp~ymg the raw material. There 
are many thmgs I want to refer to but we 
\~ant to give the Government a' chance. 
(Hear, ?ear !) I have always worked and 
fo.ught m th1s House so that the man who 
dH! ~he work could get tho benefit of it, 
and 1f the Government are prepared to give 
us the sar:>e rate for our labour as anvbodv 
else, to give us. a good thing all round we 
aro ready to ass1st them ; but if they war:t to 
make slaves of the producers in order to feed 
t~e people of the cities cheaply, then they 
will not get our aPsistance. Thev have made 
a very _go_od start to that position, but we 
hope th1s 1s the end of it. 

1fr. C'~RTER: The sugar-grower is very 
glad. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I do not know much 
about the sugar industry. I have only 
heard th.e farmPrs sa~' that if the Govern­
ment hftd ldt the sugar industry alone they 
would _have got 19s. 6d. a ton more than 
they w1ll now, I am O!JlY saying what they 
state; I e,m not speckmg from experience. 
TJ:e G~>Vernment should certainly do some­
thmg m r:egard to inquiring into the cost 
of pro~uctJon before they fix prices. If you 
are gomg to fix a price, which represents 
only 50 pn- c:;ent .. of t~e cost of production 
of. a_ commod1ty, 1t w!l! have the effect of 
dr1vmg P<'ople off the land. I am advising 
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people in my electorate to get off the land. 
(Laughter.) Do you think farmers are com­
plete fools to work fifteen or sixteen hours 
a day, while you take the produce of their 
labour at any price you like? Would anJ 
man do it? Certainly not. I hope the 
Government will not go any further with 
this confiscation, and that before they take 
anything else they will certainly find out 
something about the industry, 

Mr. FREE (South Brisbane): I congratu­
l<Jte the mover and seconder of the Addrc··, 
in Reply. I would aiso like to ~11y, as a new 

member, that I came here, like 
[9 p.m.l many othc:s, expecting to sit 

back and listen with respect to 
our elders in Parliament, and let them teach 
us by example how we should conduct our­
ec-lves in this House. I em sorry to say that 
I feel to-night that I hope none of my com­
rades will follow the example set us by the 
OppoBition. I think the greatest disgrace in 
the history of Parliament was the example 
set us by the hon. member for Burrum, when 
he started here and ignored the business of 
the House. I feel deep pity that men who 
have held the Treasury benches, men who 
aspired to these high and honoumble posi­
tions. should conduct themselves in this 
lll(lllUer. Taking the next speaker o~ the 
Opposition side, the han. member for Too­
wong, the speech which he made after years 
of wat;,hing in Parliament, after years 
listening to parliamentary speeches, I could 
not help sayin!l' that I did not think the han. 
member fm' Toowong did himself justice. 
Re·ally, I think it was one of the poorest 
speeches I ever heard. For the past twenty­
five Years I have taken an interest in the 
speeches delivered from the Oppo.,ition side, 
and that speech was the dullest I ever he:1rd 
from the Opposition benches. There was not 
one argument advanced by the leader of the 
Opposition why the programme which has 
been brought to us b7 the Minister:s of the 
Labour party should not all be put mto law. 
Ali he contented himself with was talking 
about the faces we will never forg-et-that 
this House ie poorer for the loss of certain 
faces. Personally, I think, after hearing 
some of the ~peeches on the Addre>s in Reply, 
that this House is the richer bv one face in 
it this ye:tr that was not here fast year, and 
that wns the hen. member who <:~dvocated the 
good old Liberalism. The electors of Queens­
bncl havo shown that they want modern and 
progrhsive legislation, and I feel that the 
confid<'l1cc shown bv the electors on the 22nd 
of ::Yiay last has not been misplaced. (Hear, 
hear!) That has hE'en proved by the ad­
ministration of the Government up to date. 
I feel sati."fied that the electors of Queens­
land will feel more· satisfied with the pro­
gramme which has been placed before the 
House. The first Bill to be noticed is the 
Elections Bill. One or two members on the 
Opposition have had the audacity to tell us 
that that Bill is not nc~cssarv. '.Ve know 
perfectly well that all over Que~nsland people 
were robbed of their votes. \Ve hav•' prided 
ourselve' in davs gone hv on our adult suff­
rage. Under the late Government that be­
came a thin!! of the nast. There '""s no such 
thing as adiilt suffrag;e. TherP was a quali­
fication clause, (lnd men who lived in tent,o, 
and who did not pay rent, wPre disfran­
dcieed. That is what was done with men on 
the North Coast Railwny, in the dectorate 
of the hon. member for Murrumba. Any 
amol'!lt of il1"1 were robbed of their votes 
bc0auoe they lived in tents. I know that 
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district well, because I have visited it for 
the past five or six years, and I know that 
the m,_,n there were robbed of their votes. I 
can tell you of even a more low-down trick 
than that. In mv own electorate there is an 
oicl lady in Clai·cnce street who has IivAd 
there for the last thirty or forty years. She 
 Jms-alwavs-been-a-Labour-voter. Defore the 
previous· election she had the misfortune to 
lose her eyesight, and beceme blind. On that 
occasion she had to give a vote, and she 
voted openly for Labour. Skange to say, 
when the la·t election cMne on, it was found 
th11t that ladY's name had been struck off the 
roll by the bcnh~m Goc ernment as having 
left the district. Yet she livc·d in thu e,;ww 
hou.se she had alwa:'-' lived in, and she is 
living there still. So, the late Government 
even stooped so love as to rob the blind of 
th-2~::l :,:i~J.l~. tv vot<:::. Can .any~l1ing; be H1Vl't 

contemptible than to rob the blind in order 
to retain possession of the Treasury benches? 
It is such actions as that that have caused 
the laJ, Government to he condemned from 
one end of the State to the other, and which 
hctvo ruultod in only the remnants of the late 
Government party v being returned on the 
other ide. (II car, hear ~) I notice a Bill to 
proYide for tho regulation of trusts and 
monopolies is on the programme. Some han. 
members pppositc say that it is not true that 
there are trusts and monopolies. IV e know 
that there are monopoliee. Take the gas 
companic~, for instance, particularly the 
South Bnsbano Gas Company, which charges 
2s. 8d. per 1,000 feet more for its gas than 
tho Brisbane Gas Company does, and some­
thing like double the price charged by New 
South 1Va1eo. In New South \Yales thev 
deal effectiv0ly with the gas companies, and 
say what tho standard of g,as ,,hall be, what 
mto of profit the company shall get, and so 
on. Here, in South Brisbane, they can give 
what Fort of gas they like. Vorv often we 
ha.ve to light a wax match to see," as tho gas 
is burning so Joy.,- ~as har-dlv to be visible. 
That is tho sort of gas they eharge us 6s. Bel. 
per 1,000 feet for in South Brishun•". I Bay 
that these gas companies should belong to 
the Government. We should nationalise 
them. (Hear, hear 1) I fear that if we 
nllowe·d them to get into tho hands of the 
local councils thev would not run them anv 
better than some "of the things that are no,;, 
managed by the councils, particularly tho 
one on the south side of the river. 

Mr. O'SuLLIVAN: vVa.it until we get the 
franchise altered. 

Mr. FREE: When we see the way the gas 
companies, the electric light commmies and 
the _Brisb,tnc Tr.ain\vays Co1npany~ are r~1n, it. 
Is tJmc that we had a Bill to regulflte trusts 
and monopolies. I notice a Trade Union 
Dill. It is nocpssarv to have such a Bill. If 
the unions agree to' ask for a price for their 
labour, which they ,have not been gettino­
hitherto, it is called "'" strike." But ther~ 
are oth,T strikes be~ides trade union strikes. 
If the bakers have 'a meeting, and put up the 
price of bread, that is as much a strike as a 
workers' strike. They say that bread will be 
a ,penny or a half-penny dearer per 2-lb. loaf 
next Wednesday, or something like that, •and 
if you don't. pay that extra half-penny or 
pcmnv you Will get no bread_ These people 
~hould be d"alt with in tho Fame way as the 
workm-s. If the baton is good enough for 
the workers, it is good enough for th0. bosses, 
and it should be applied to them. If the 
bosses ate allowed to raise their prices, then 

the trado unionists should be permitted to 
raise the price of their labour-the only com­
modity they have to sell-in the same way. 
I notice we are to have a Fish Bill. 'l'he 
hon. member for Burnett to-night practically 
stated that tho fishermen did the right thing 
in dumping their fish in the river when they 
did not get their price for it. ,Just fancy an 
han. member standing up in this House and 
upholding the ~ction of fishermen in throw­
ing aw,1y good food, because it ,~id not reach 
the price they had put upon It! 

Mr. CORSER: I gave my reasons. 

C.Ir. FREE: 'l'here are hospitals and charit­
able in,titutions which would have been glad 
tn receive that fish. But no; it was thrown 
away, bc,cause tho middleman could not make 
his profit out of it. When he could not take 
out vi ihr:: cv..:.1:::u.ruef hi:::. "pound of flesh," 
it was dumped rather than the poor should 
have it. 

2\fr. CORSl'R : That is only a statement. 
::\Ir. FREE: It is a fact, and you can find 

in "Hansard" v;hat ::\fr. Barnes. the late 
TroJ.sure>', sa;,l He said that 2,380 tray; of 
fish were dumped, because it did not bring 
the rL'SCn e that was placed upon it in the 
market; and I prefer to bclieYG tho late 
Treasurer than our friend opposib,. Now, as 
regards the amendment of the Local Autho­
rities Act, I think that is absolutely neoes­
sarv, because I maintain that the man who 
pays the rent pa}; the rates. If a man ha• 
a property to let, ho takes into considera­
tion what his rates are, what his water rate 
is, how n1uch in.:mranC'J8 he has to pay for 
protection from fire, then how much money 
h'' has invested in that property, and he 
charges so much per cent. on the total. He 
is determined to g.et that, and as much more 
a'l he can drag out of the man renting the 
property. That is the sy,tem under which 
>H' live. Supposing the local authorities take 
OYN the tramways and the providing of 
light, and made a profit. These property­
owners would benefit bv that, because their 
rates would be reduced. Do vou mean to 
tell me that the laudlord wou,ld go to the 
man who rcnb his property, and say, "Oh, 
wdl, old chap. thoro were so many thou­
qnds made out of the trams and the light 
last year, and my rate> have been rcduc-f,d so 
much, so your rent will be ls. a week less?" 
Not much. Thev do not do that sort of 
thing, Consequently, I maintain that tho 
man who pays the rent pays the rates every 
time. and that man is ('ntitled to have a 
vote, and should have a vote. r believe in 
the system in force in South Australia, where 
thB occupier of the house has the vote, and 
I hope that. when we have an amending 
Bill before thif House, it will be something 
on thos" lines. 

Mr. COLLINS: Adult suffrage. 
Mr. FHEE: Yes, adult suiTrage. I main­

tain that theAe local authoritieF-according 
t·:; the South Brisbane Council, anyway-are 
going ahead prett;v strong. They are spend­
ing more money than they have a right to; 
and now they have the audacity to come 
down with a proposal to pay £1,500 of our 
money to J\fr. Badger to run the trams 
round Grev ej;reet, and take over Dutton 
Park, th;Jt ·would come into their hands in 
a few wedrs without pa;ving that money. 
I hope the Minister for Railwa3s will have 
something to Fa5 about that, because we can 
sec very cl0arly that Mr. Badger has a 
cunning move on there-to tap a railway 
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line, and make more money for his com­
pany-and I hope we will hear something 
mo1:e about it. There has been a system 
in days gone by for Mr. Badger to get 
whatever he liked from the Government. 
All he had to do was to squeecc,, the late 
Premier, and he got whatever hE' wanted. 
\V e had p1·oof of that in connection with the 
laying of tho tramlinP down Adelaide otrcet. 
The local authority was against it, and the 
business people were against it, but all 
:\Ir. Dadger had to do was to ISO along to 
the late Premier and make his demand. and 
it was granted. I hope to goodnees, when 
we are amending tho Local AuthoritiPs )cct, 
that wo will deal with it in an effective "·ay, 
and, if \Y0 give adult suffrat;e, I venture t<J 
say a different clas> of men'' ill be put into tho 
councils, and that the interests of the people 
will be looked after in a differ.ent way t<, 
what they arc to-clay. At the pre,cnt timu 
the system is to do nothing else but look 
after the intere,ts of the man who hold.i 
property. Then, as to the perpetual lease 
s~ ,tom, I believe the owner-hip of land is 
the root of all evil. I believe in th<J 
nationali,ation of land. Our friends oppo­
site talk about the poor people on the land, 
and how harshly we treat them. If we spend 
thousands of pounds in building a railway 
through certain lands, who geh the benefit 
of it? The man who takeo. up that land at 
a very low price-a few shillings an acre­
and it is increased in value a thousand times 
by the building of the raih1 ay ; and the 
Government, who built the railway, does 
not get one iota of the increased Yalue. But 
under nationalisation, the Government would 
get the whole of the increased value. ~\t the 
present time a lot of those people who talk 
so much about the private ownership of land 
do not m1·n one foot of land; the financial 
institutions and the banks own it for them. 
They think that, bee a use they sign promis­
sory notes and mortgage deeds they are 
the landowners. No, the middlemen ha' e 
got them in their grip, and " kid" them 
that they are the landowners. It is the 
middlemen that the Labour party want to 
deal with-these financial institutions, who 
arc squeezing the life blond out of th'' man 
on the land, and mcsmcrising him into 
thinking he is the landowner, when it is the 
flnancial institutions who roallv own the 
land. I am very pleased to see that there 
is a Stock Diseases Bill promised. That is 
absolutely necessary, and I think evcr0·one 
will agree with it. I do not think there 
are mcmy members of the Opposition who 
would like to cat this disca··vd moat that we 
hear so much about. 'l'lwn, as to th» appoint­
melt of a public work' committe-"·, I hope 
to gr odness that this will be c;:trricd out, 
because I think it is r~.tlly neu"''"ary, especi­
ally after tho figurPs in regard to :-.ome 
Government ·.vorks thett "·ere given in answer 
to my question the other day by the l\Iinis­
ter for Public \Vorks. I w;mt to know why 
£5,835 17,;. 7d. should be giv,en in preference 
t,) any man, when the work could ha;-e 
been carried out under the day-labour sys­
tem for tlnt amount of monev 10",6. That 
seems to be only on a par •vith the £8,000 
prcf•'rencc to thr Germans in order that thev 
might h WA £8,1100 worth of bullets to kill 
the unionists \Y!1o have gone to the front. 
It is a pcJ'itiv" fact that they gave £8.000 
proirrcnc<' to the German dredges as against 
the ~'' kh tendm's. A lot of that monev is 
being mNI b-day to make build'· to -kill 

[Mr. F1Y:VJ. 

the people whom hon. members oppo,ite said 
were not worth giving a vote to because they 
might get shot. 

An OPPOSITION J\1E:I!BER : \Vho said that? 
Mr. FREE: Certainly, you provided the 

Germans with a sum of monev to shoot them, 
and it is a disgrace to any Government. 

Mr. TOLMIE: I rise to a point of order. 
Is the hon. member in order in saying that 
any member of this House provided money 
for shooting the unionists? 

The SPEAKER: The hon. member is not 
in order in 1naking the"e insinuations, and I 
hope he will {)eac.e to do so. 

Mr. FREE: I accept your 00rrection, Mr. 
Speaker. I was not aware of doing wrong. 
I think, however, that there are many cases 
one could cite which shows that it is ab­
solute!;; necessary that we should have a 
public "orks commitke to look into these 
things. There is the case of preference to 
printers, when tenders were put in, and there 
is the grip buckets case that we have heard 
so much about. There are £5,000 lying idle 
in grip buckets. No inquiries made as to 
whether they were useful or not, and they 
arc lying there practical!;; on the scrap heap. 
\Vhen we see these things take pl.:tce, I think 
it is abcolutely neceseary that we should have 
a public works committee to inquire into such 
matters. A good deal has been said in refer­
ence to the Workers' Dwellings Act. Per­
sonally, I would like to see the Act extended 
in such a way that the Government would not 
attempt to make ,any profit out of it what­
ever-nothing but working expense><. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: They do not. 
::VIr. FREE: Oh, don't they. I may tell you 

that they have made a very large profit. They 
made £13,650 dear. They paid to the 
Treasurer £23,000 for the use of the money, 
and I think it has benn very good business 
for the Government. And yet they tell us 
how beneficial this Act has been to the 
worker! Certainly it has been beneficial, but 
it might have been made of much greater 
benefit. If they did something under the co­
operatin> sy,tem, so that after the first year 
those who had paid in the money got an 
extra credit on their payments for the next 
vear as bonus, then it would have been shown 
that the Government were roalh in earnest 
in trying to pass an Act which "would be of 
beneflt to those who wished to takP advan­
tage of it. Our Government, I think, are 
prepared to go much further than the past 
Governn10nt, and I hope that ail they are 
not going to sell the land, but aro going to 
give loascs. the borrower::; ,~o .. on't have to have 
the land first-which is a great struggle for 
a working man to do, with the result that 
they cannot, under those conditions, take 
advantage of the Act. I sincerely hope and 
trust that all the mea-,ures on the Govern­
ment programme will be carried into ,,ffect, 
and I am sure that by so doing this Govern­
ment will earn for themselves a renewal of 
the parliamentary life which was granted to 
them on the 22nd May. 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. SW,iYNE: I beg to move that th .. 

debate be now adjourned. 
Qtl~stion put and passed. 
The resumption of the debate was made 

an Order of the Day for to-morrow. 
'I'he House adjourned at twenty-twG 

minutes past 9 o'clock. 




