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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

MONDAY, 7 DECEMBER, 1914. 

The PRF''IDING CHAIR:\IAN (Hon. \V. F. 
Taylor) took the chair at half-past 3 o'clock. 

~CRD1E\AL CODE A:\:IE:L\DMENT BILL­
FISH A.::\'"D OYSTER BILL. 

AsSENT. 

The PRESIDIKG C:HAIKVIAK an­
n<?unc~cd the receipt of messages from tho 
Lwuten.,,nt-Governor conveving His Excel­
Ienc;,·'s a;,:;ent to these Bills: 

PAPER. 

Tlw following paper, laid on tho table, 
was ordered to be printed:-

Report of the Marine Department for tho 
year 1913-1914. 

ELEUTIOXS _\CTS A:\IEKDMENT BILL. 

UoxsmEHATION IN Co~niiTTEE OF Assrc;~rBLY's 
:Y1ESSAGE. 

iHrJ,I. T. Jl. Hal/ ;II t.'.c chair.) 

ClausB 17 (now 18)-" Compulsory voting"­
IIoN. A. IL BARLOW said that the Com1-

cil had inserted the following paragraph:-
"The returning officer shall decide 

whether such rt·ason is a valid and suffi­
cient excuoe for such failure to vote and 
shall write his decision on th8 ' said 
notice.'' 

The .-hsembly an-reed to the amendment with 
the insertio:> of .t~e words " after making all 
r0asonable mqmnes" after the word " shall " 
in the, first line of the amendment. He 
thought it was a very proper amendment 
and he moved that it be agreed to. ' 

Question put and passed. 
Cl.ause 19 (now 20)-" Protection to 

sold1ers; electors on active service to have a 
vote,". in which the Assembly agreed to the 
Council's amendments, omitting lines 47 to 66, 
on page 8, and lines 1 to 11, on page 19, 
and to the proposed new paragraph on page 
9, with the following amendment:_:_ 

" Omit all the words after the word 
'District,' on line 17, to the word '~ec­
tion,' on line 20, and insert the following : 
-' for which he is enrolled; and such 
elect?r may, on the prescribed form, 
nommate and appoint some person resi­
dent in Queensland to exercise such right 
uf voting on his behalf. Every such 
nomination shall be attested bv an 
officer of the forces with which' such 
elector is serving not being below the 
rank of captain, and shall be forwarded 
by s:uch offic'lr to the Principal Electoral 
Registrar, who shall forthwith advise the 
returning officer of the district in which 
the elector is enrolled. Thereupon the 
perso!' so nominated .and appointed to 
exercise such right of voting in lieu of 
thA elector may exercise such right. The 
exercise of any such right shall be with­
out prejudice to any right to vote which 
such person may have in his own personal 

c'<pacity as an elector. Regulations may 
be made by the Governor in Council for 
giving full dl'cct to this section.' " 

Ho~. A. H. BARLOW said it would be 
remembered that the Council eviscerated the 
whole of the clause, and left it in the posit-ion 
that it contained a declaration that members 
of the Expeditionary Forceo who were 
electors ,,, ere offered the vote, a"nd the 
Governor in Council could made regulations. 
The Assembly desired to go back to the 
original proposition in a slightly varied, 
but more equitablt' f )rm. He asked the 
Committ0e to consider the matter again. 
It ''"a,, now approaching something like a 
disputp between the two Chambers. He re­
minclecl hon. members, with the greatest 
respect and without the slightest desire to 
influence them, that this \Vas a matter affect­
ing the election of hon. members of the 
_\.sscmbly. He did not say that the Council 
should not oppose anything that they 
plr·:tsed, irn:'lpective of consequences, but 
hon. members were aware that the procedure 
of Parliament was that, if any irreconcilable 
difference arose between the two Houses, 
the House in which the Bill originated laid 
it aside and there was an end of it. He 
did not think that would be the case in 
this instan<'c-he hoped it would n'l~ --but it 
would be a thomand pities to lose the Bill. 
The oppo,ition it bad received at certain 
hands was almost a proof that it was 
a good Bill, and a just Bill, and a Bill which 
would bring about purity of electiono. If 
it had no other good point about it, the 
clearing of the rolls every two months was 
very desira.ble to stop the tactics of the roll­
stuffer and the resurrectionist. If the Com· 
mittee agreed to th<' Assembly's amend­
ment, he propooed that the Bill shoulcl be 
returned to the Asoembly with a message 
stating that the Council agreed to the 
Assembly's amendment on their amend­
rncnt-

" but desire to say that they do so 
only under the very exceptional cir· 
cumstances of the present European 
war. They also de~ire to place on re­
cord their opinion that any system of 
voting by proxy at any election for the 
Legislative Assembly is under any 
ordinarY circumstances a highlv danger­
ous expedient, and that their con­
em-renee with it under the present very 
exceptional circumstances is not to be 
drawn into a precedent in any future 
legislation." 

He thought that would sufficiently guard 
them against any future attempts to intro­
duce the principle of proxy voting into an 
Elections Bill, and he hoped the Committee 
would allow the matter to pass with that 
rider. He moved that the Committee agree 
to the Assembly's amendment to the Council's 
amendment. 

Question put and passed. 

The Council resumed. The AcTING CHAIR· 
MAN reported that the Committee agreed to 
the Assembly's amendment upon the Council's 
amendment in clause 19 (now 20), and agreed 
to the other amendment made by the 
Assembly in the Bill. 

On the motion of HoN. A. H. BARLOW, the 
Bill was ordered to be returned to the As­
sembly with the following message :-

" The Legislative Council agree with 
the Legislative Assembly's amendment 

Hon. A. H. Barlow.] 



2470 Railless Tmction Bill. [COUNCIL.] Ra,illcss Traction Bill. 

upon the Council"s amendment in claus,• 
19 (now 20), and agree with the other 
amendment of the Assf'mbly in the Bill, 
but in ?iigreeing to the amend!ncnt il! 
clause 19 (now 20) they d'">ire to ~uy that 
it is only under the very exceptional cir­
cumstances of th,n present Europe.tm war. 
They also desire to plac0 on record tlw ir 
opinion that any system of voting by 
proxy at any election for the Legisiatiw' 
Assembly is, under any ordinary circum­
stances, a highly dangerous expedient, 
and that their concurrence with it under 
the present very exceptional circumstances 
is not to be drawn into a precedent in 
any future legislation." -

BOONAH SHOW GROUND BILL. 

FIRST READING. 

T~is Bill. received by mes.;age from the 
L<>gislative Assembly, Wlls read a first time. 
The ,,econd reading was made an Order of 
the D n.y for a later hour of the sitting. 

T,\RA TO\V~\RDS SL'R.\T RAILWAY. 

PLAN l~ECEIVED FROM ASSEn!BLY. 

The PRESIDING CHAIRMAN an-
nounced the receipt of a message from 
Assembly, forwarding the plan, section, and 
book of reference of the proposed exteLsion 
from Tara tmYards Surat, in length 49 miles, 
56 chains. 

PLAN REFERRiD TO SELECT C'O,!MITTEE. 

HoN. A. H. BARLO\Y, b,, leave, moved, 
V'ithout notiP"·- • 

" That the plan, section, and book of 
refr>~:<·nce of the proposed railway ex­
tension from Tara, to,vards SnraiJ in 
length 49 miles 56 chain', be referred to 
a 8dect Committe"'· 

"That such commit1_ec have nower to 
send. for p~rsons and papers, and leaYC 
to Sit durmg any adjournment of the 
Comw>l; and that it consist of the folio"·· 
ing members :-Mr. IV. H. Campbell, 
::\:Ir. Hrdel. 11r. Parnell, ::\fr. Stephens, 
and the mover. 

Question put and passed. 

RAILLESS TRACTION BILL. 
CoNsiDERATION IN Co~nnTTl:E OF A8SEMBLY's 

J\IESSAGE. 

Clause 3-" TrolleY Yehicles not to be 
dr•·med hrfl vy traffic·,-

HoN. A. H. BARLOW : The fir>t amend­
ment to w_hjch th~ _A>•sembly disagreed was 
the Counc1l·s omission of clatF·e 8. The 
clause stated that trolley vehicles should not 
be deemed to be or constitute extraordinan 
tuffic within the meaning of any by-la;~ 
made by any local authorih. The Assemblv 
tho!•g!1t it would be unsafe to agrf'P to the 
omiSSIOn of tht' clause. He moved that the 
Council do not insist on their amendm<'nt. 

Question put and passed. 
Clause 10-" Contributions towards road· 

nutking ''-

HoN. A. H. BARLOW: The Council had 
omitted the following words:-

" Provided that not!1ing in thi~ s~>ction 
shall apply to trolley vehicles run by the 

[Han. A. H. Barlow. 

constructing authority at cher,p fares for 
the labouring class<'''·" 

The Assemblv insisted thut that pr0vision 
;,hould be restored. He moved that thc 
Council do not insist on their amendment. 

Question put and pasc·ed. 

Clause 11-" Duration of Order-
HaN .. A. II. BARLOW said that the A'' 

h':mbly dic,u"Tccd to the omission of clauw 
11 arid to tho insertion of the propo<ced new 
clauses 11 and 12, her ltuse they considered the 
proposed new claus~ 11, which empowered 

the :\>linister under certain condi­
[4 p.m.] tions to purchase the undertaking 

or any part thereof, WU:3 in viola­
tion of the privileges of the Assembl0 , to 
whom h<>longecl th • ., sole right of initiation and 
creating charges. He therefore moved-

" That the Committee do not insist upon 
their omission of clause 11, in the inse1-
tion of llE'tV clau:=:-~, 11. 1

' 

HoN. ~\. G. C. HA W'J'IIOR::\: When thf 
Bill ;Yas in ColHILiH<-~t~ the --e\.ttornev-Gencral 
~nggcs~ed that the qut::)tion o£ pur...:h: ~w 'vould 
be bdter dealt with bv the new clause that 
he propos,e>c1. Bdore 'that he had agre<'d 
to add to clause 11 certain words, enlarging 
the rights of taxpaj ers so that they would 
not have to pay too much in resuming 
the undertaking. The Attorney-General con­
sid<'red the :>mendm"nt v.hich he CYir. Haw­
thorn) sugg·ested a re;:sonabJ,c one, and he 
1 houg:ht it would be better if they inserted 
those "·ords now in clause 11 as it carne to 
them from the Assembly. He was sure the 
.\sscrnbly would not disagree to the amend­
ment. His suggestion was to ins<>rt r.ftcr the 
'"ord "goodwill," in line 42. the worde, 
''right of future usc," and after the vvord 
" pur~ has<>" in the same line to in:;ert the 
'"ords "or of any profits \Yhich may or might 
have been or be made from the under· 
taking, or any similar considerations." I-ic 
also thought that it would be necessary to 
insert an amendment limiting- the duration of 
anv Order in Council 'o fw<'ntv-five years. 
If· thev did not do that, the time wo~ld bt> 
unlimited, and they ought to see that no 
Order in Council gave a franch;,,e for 
longer tc m than twenty-fiye yc::trs. 

HoN. A. H. BAHLO\V asked leave to with­
dra"· his motion, with a view of giYin~; effect 
to the suggestion of Hon. J\Ir. Hawthom. 

:',lotion (Jfr. Barlo1c's), by leaw>, withdrawn. 

HoN. A. H. BARLOW moved-
" That the Committee do not imist 

upon the omi"'ion of claus>? 11. but pro­
pO,'d to im,ort in line 42, aft<'r the word 
';cnodwill,' the 'mrds 'ri,;:ht of future 
nse,' and after the word purchase,' in 
the same line, to insert the words ' or 
of any profits which may c•r might have 
been or be made from the nndert:.king. 
or any sirnilar conr;idc:ration~.' '' 

HoN. W. STEPHENS: If thev did nol­
adhcrc to their original ammdrn.ent, the:-· 
might as well throw the Bill in the waste­
paper basket. If there was to be no con­
sideration giYcn for goodwill, no financiers 
would think of starting an underts,king which 
th<>y would probably work at a loss for some 
yFars, and then, as soon as it began to 
make a profit, the local authority could step 
in and take it over at cost price. 

HoN. M. JENSEN rernindd the Hon. Mr. 
Stephens of the instances cited hv the Hon. 
Mr. Hawthorn on the second r10·•.ding of the 
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Bill. That hon. member pointed out that 
there was no compensation upon resumption 
in tho case of the Melbourne tramways, and 
that on the Continent no compmlRation what­
ever was paid for goodwill. In this case the 
cost of the trams would be nothing like 
what it wou1d be in the case of an ordinary 
tramwa-.-. ln the first place they were saved 
the eno;mous c"Cpenso of the rail~. and in the 
second place, he undcr"tood, it was bighly 
probable that where there were electric win•s 
already in existence, the raillcs-- trumway com­
pany could pa.v the ~lectric supply compan~ 
for the uoc of their elcct.nc energy. An 
amendment having that object in view was 
inserted in the schedule when the Bill was 
before the other House. They might be sur.e 
that no fimmciers would enter into the busi­
ness unic-·•3 they could ~ee a profit in it. 

HoN. A. G. C. HA "\YTHORX was rather 
surprised that the Han. Mr. Stephens-a 
local authorities man-with his expe~ience of 
thP Brisbane Tramw,lys Company, should ad­
vocate that compensation should be paid fer 
goodwill. 

Han. "\V. f'TEPHENS : So it shou·d. 

Jim;. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: On tho 
'"r-oml r"acling he cited the cm'e of the 
Hobart tramways, where the company spent 
£26,000 in con,>truction. and the Council had 
to petv £150,000 when thev took th<' tram"'LV 
o• ,,r." He also cited the" co,,e of Edinburgh 
Tramway Cmapany. The value of the 
undertaking \\2S aRRcssHl at £100,000, but 
for goocbill and other things thf' company 
w;,nted ,£600,000. There \n•re man~' instancco.; 
where the amount daimed for goodwill ran 
into two or three timr·'· the ~ctnal cost of 
the tramwnv svstem. It was not fair to the 
local ruthodt,ic·s to allow such a provision to 
rCl>lain in the Bill. If their amendment 
Wf-' ~'P in-serted~ a eon1pa:ny \vould know the 
exact position before it entPred into any 
agr0Pment. 

Hon. \V. STErm:::.:s: Th0y will not start 
under thh. 

Hox. A. G. C. ITA WTHORX: They 
would. The hon. membe'' caid that tho Tno­
•.•:oomb0 Company had b;;,·k•cl ont because 
th('v \V(·re not sati,fied \Yith th0 Bill, but he 
1yaS infornv'cl bv :J.lr. Ro1,,•rts. the hon. 1110111-

ber for Ec1:.;t r'roov:oo1nha. Hutt thev "},yf're 
quite ''tisfi,,cl with the Bill a,, it pa~srd the 
other House. Hf' undr>rst,,od tlwv wcrP not 
going on ,, irh tho bu~incs~ bec;>,l1~c- of the 
war. In tlw light of pn ct experiencP they 
should :-ee that the mtcpayers had not to 
pay for any g<'udwill in the futun·. 

RoN. :F. T. BRE~TNALL: It Rtrucl: J,im 
that thi,; waR verv m1wh like confbc.Ition bv 
l~~ri .latinn. 'Yould any busine_.,, man in tha't 
Ccmmittcc underbke the cxper:diture of a 
laTgc su1n of 1norwy solely with the de:cirP to 
help the con': munity? If anybody went into 
a specnbtion of that kind. he would go into 
it with the hope of making- it a rouccc•s, 
though in all probability it would not be a 
success at first. The first tramways company 
in Brisbane failed uttcrlv. The shareholders 
lost their money; no 'dividends whateve1 
w<'ro paid; anrl, when the prcsPnt companv 
came forward the old sharehc:ders were verv 
glad to get out of it and to get back half 
of their money. The undertaking was more 
or lms of a speculative nature. The company 
that put in its money undertook the risk of 
the speculation. The~- carried on the busi­
nC'S without a profit for some years in the 

hope> that it would eventually turn out pro­
fitable. If they v.anted people to help t!H' 
con1munity by inYesting their money for t11e 
public, then they should see that they had 
a chance of making a profit. It was not fair 
to allo·w a c·on1pa.n:~ to rnn a business, and 
then, as soon aa it bcg.m to _make a profit, 
for ihe lo,,al authority to step in and say, 
"\Y<> want von to lu,nd that busine'" over 
to u:-." Th"u t was something like confisca­
tic,n under l<'gislative pov,"er~. 'Ihey were 
givin~ lo< :ll author:i"tjf-"~ po,ver to do that, 
,lead thC' eo1npan~· would havo no voice in 
the 1nattor at all. A.s f?-oon as the business 
paid 5 per cent. per annum, the local authori­
riPS cou ;d come forward and demand that it 
h.- h,mcled ow•r to thccm. Th0 trams did not 
ptty at all in Brisbane at fir,t, but whc·n a 
new conlpttny took the1n over they bPC'atnc a 
profit<tble cunc·crn. "\Yhcther that "·as clue 
to skilful management now or unskilful 
L1anagement in the case of the old trams he 
did not knc,,.;, 'When people put their money 
into an unclE'rtaking for the good of the com­
munitv, uncl then bv their knowledge and 
skill 1·narle it pa.yable, no one, not even the 
local authority, ,.hould l>> able to come for­
w-:ud and say, '' \\'e arf' going to take this 
o·;pr bocrruf:e it is a ·paying C"l:ncc·rn, and you 
<'.em .fo to H~nover vr anywhere else you 
hke. 

Hox. P. ::\H.'RPHY: X either tho Han, 
:'\h. StPphens nor the Han. Mr. Brentnall 
h1 d m:.dc out a. proper c~_se. They both 
forgot that thi~ was an agreen1ent bet\veen 
a. company and a local authority, under 
"·hich the companv had the usr of the 
roads and bridges for a numbci' of years. 
and at the <:>nd of that ttrm the local 
'mthority had the right to repurchase the 
bu-incss by pay~ng what it h'"~ cost the 
c·ompany. He d:d not see anythmg wrong 
in the addition which the Hon. ::\o1r. Barlow 
h::d movul. The company would not be 
ahlc to inllde its value largo!~- by reason 
of enormouR profits, because the undcrtakin~ 
had to be bought out by the local authority 
at the end of tho term the:c had agree!d on. 
~\ cornpany n1ight enter into an agree1n?nt 
with a loc:<l authurity fo'' forty yeant, hke 
th,• Bri-hane Tramways Comp<tny did, and 
at the end the loeal authoritv would be able 
to buv them out. In the case of the Bris­
bane 'Tramways Company everyone under­
stood that thr Brisbn,n£ City Council and the 
other councils in Brif·hane would be able 
to take oyer the conc~rn for what it had 
(CJSt the Tr-.1mways Company. 

I-Ion. ,V, ST.tiPHEXS: You have not read 
the law. 
Ho~. P. J\lGRPHY: J'\o, and a lot of 

people did not r£ad the Ad. It appeared 
t \at in the _\ct there was a provision that 
the company could charge for goodwill. at 
the end of the time. They were chargmg 
for goodwill after gettifo!g permission to run 
ov<lr the r::>ads and bndges that had been 
n."id for bv the citizens bv means of rates. 
\Ya the lO'cal authority entith,d to notl1ing 
at a!! for the use of their roads and bridges 
for all those years? 

Han. \V. STEPHENS: The~· pay for it by 
a tax. 

Hm:. P. ::\'iURPHY: The tax was very 
small indeed. It was different to a ra.ilway. 
\Yh·'n the Government built a railway, they 
bought the land and they had to make a 
road for the rails, and they also had to fence 
it in. This was merely an agreement be­
tween a local authority and a company, 

Hon. P. Murphy.] 
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g1nng the company the right to use its 
roads and bridges for fifty years. They 
]me,,; that these companies generally did 
make a good thing out of the undertakings, 
and tlut was whY it was better to have 
tho safc>guard suggested by the Hon, :.V1r. 
Hawthorn put into tho Bill. 

Hox. W. STEPHENS: The Hon. 11r. 
::\1urvhy said that h,~ did not make out his 
< ase, e.nd h0 could say the same about the 
han. gentleman himself. The Han. 1fr. 
'1\lurphy said tho arrangement was made be­
tween th0 Brisbane Tramways Company and 
th<' Bri,·bane Council. The Brisbane Council 
had nothimr to do with it at alL The 
Trannva~. J ( 'ompanJ just went to the Go­
vernment and got an Order in CounciL 
The han. member made another slight 
mistake when he eaid that under this Bill 
an agreement could bo made to give a com· 
pan:· the right to run trams for fifty years 
on•r tho loc·al authority's roa.ds and bridges. 
If the hon. member had re.1d the amend­
ment. he \YOu]d have se~n that it limited 
it to tvPnty-fiYo years-just half th0 period 
he had stated. He was sure the hon. mem­
ber would not wilfully mislead the Com­
rnittPe .. but he wa' wrong on those two points. 
The Hon. :Mr. Hawthorn said he was sur­
JWised that he (Mr. Stephens) with all his 
knowledge of the working of local authorities 
should "peak as he did. He had thirty 
~·ears' cxperienc8 of local authoritie·', and he 
knew that, if the local authorities had con­
structed the trams in Brisbane instE·~ .. d of 
allowing them to be run bv the Brisbane 
Tramways Company, it w;uld have cost 
them far more than the present c.)mpany 
WE're asking as the price of their goodwill. 
Then. the local authorities would have made 
a failme of the trams, because all the little 
loc,tl authorities would be fighting one 
another. In addition to that, the citizeni 
of Brisbane would not have the benefit 
of tho good tram system which they enjoyed 
to-day. The Hon. Mr. Murphv knew veF 
well that he would not put money into ai1 
investment wh<'re he could only ge't his own 
money back after twenty-five yE'ars. 

Hon. P. J\IunPHY: There are the profits 
in the uwantime. 

Hox. W. STEPHENS: Anvone would 
think that the hon. member 'was in the 
Lower House and that he was looking for 
the votes of the people when he talked in 
t~":t was. If thp Bill did not make pro­
visiOn for goodwill. th0n no intnlligent citi­
zens would put their money into it at ull. 

Hox. F. McDONNELL: The Hon. Mr. 
5:ltephens had supplied the best arguments 
m favo:rr of the amendment when he quoted 
the Bnsbane trams. The Brisbane Tram­
way,, Company had a time limit of fortv 
~:rears. ~ 

liON. W. STEPHEXS : I do not think there 
is a limit. 

HoN. F. MoDONNELL: That was a 
reason that they should have a limit in this 
case. He thought th0 reasonable proposal 
suggested by the Hon. Mr. Hawthorn should 
be acceptE>d. For a number of years there 
had been a ;rreat desire on the part of the 
Brisbane people to acquire the trams and 
then• was no question that if the tram's had 
?een run. by a joint local a~thority like those 
m Adelaide, they would get far better value 
from the trams. He thought they would get 

[Han. P. Murphy. 

far bette2· Yalue still if the Government ran 
tho trams, and not the looal authorities at all. 
He wa' a strong believer in the Government 
running the Brisbane trams. (Hear, hear!) 
I£ it came to a <]tH:"tion between the Govern­
ment and the local authoritie, taking over 
tho Brisbane tra.ms, he would favour the 
Go.-ernment doing it. (Hear, hear!) He 
ch·ew attention to the trams in Sydney, which 
were run by the Government. 'l'he Sydney 
trams proved a splendid asset to the Govern­
ment of that State, and had been the means 
of opening up miles and mile> of tmburbs 
around Sydnev. If the (/ueensland Govern­
nwnt had had tho running of the trams in 
Brisbane, there would be thousands of people 
-,cttled in tho suburbs of Brisbane which 
wore not sottleJ at all at the prc·sent time. 
He thought twenty-five years was a fair 
time for a franchiee for a tramwa~- com­
pany. Tho Hon . .I'ilr. Brontnall referred to 
the old tramway system in Brisbane when 
it "as run at a loss. The reason the old 
trams did not pay was bccau.'e they were 
obsoh•tr, and because the system was old­
fa,hioned. In a progresoive community they 
could not expect an old-fashioned system to 
succeed. 'When they introduced the electric 
svstcm tho trams wero a success from the 
•:tart. He quite agr0od that the Brisbane tram 
SYstem had been skilfully managed ; but, if 
those trams had boon in the hands of the 
Government in,knd of in the hands of a 
private monopoly, they would have given a 
far better service for the people all round, 
and thev would have had far more people 
s0ttled in the suburbs than they had at the 
present time. If the Government had the 
running of the trams, th8y would not have 
the incessant outcry that they had experi­
enced for the !Rst four or five years in Bris­
bane :;_bout the trams not being able to 
accommodate the people. There were not 
sufficient cars for the people, and the neces­
sary extensions of the trams had not been 
carriecl out. These things would have been 
attended to by the Government if they had 
had the tram,. He quite agreed with the 
lion. :l\lr. Stephens that no company would 
invest their money unless it was good security 
and th0y saw a chance of a profit. No com­
pany W'ould ITO in for it unless they were sure 
of making a profit on tho undertaking. It 
·,hould be definitely laid down that the fran­
chise \Yas only for twenty-five years. If a 
company did not think it was wise to invest 
its monev in an undertaking with a franchise 
of twerd:v-five years, they would not do it. 
He thought it would be a good investment 
for u. city like Toowoomba to go in for a 
tram svstem of this kind. He would like to 
see the- amendment incorporated in the BilL 

HoN. F. T. BRENTNALL: The Han. Mr. 
::VIcDonncll baid that, if the tramways had 
becon managed for the same length of time 
by the Government as they had been by a 
private company, they '' ould have been 
equally as successful, and he also referred to 
the trams in Sydney. He was sorry that the 
hon. n1ember did not give a little of the 
history of the S;,dnoy trams, and show how 
they were run. They knew that the Sydney 
trams were overcrowded, and at certain hours 
of the day it was impossible to get accom­
modation on them, as the crowd was so 
great at Circular Quay. The hon. member 
should also have told them whether the 
Sydne'y trams were run at a profit or at a 
loss. 

Hon. E. W. H. FowLES: They had to in­
crease the fares in Sydney a short time ago. 
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llo;(. F. T. BRENT~ ALL: Yes, .and if 
the Brisbane trams had been run bv the 
Government they would also be run· at a 
loss. He believed in the management of 
these affairs hy private individuals. It was 
the work that private individuals had done 
in this way that had built up the Empire. 
The management of the Brisbane ttams 
showed how trams could be run at a profit 
as against the system in Sydney, where the 
evidence showed that the trams were run at 
a Jo,s. 

1:-Iox. ::YL JE::\SE::\: The Sydwy tr,,m\ra:ys 
\.Yt:'TC running at a. loss Jnerely Lt.:,\ a use they 
' ., re running in the interest·; of tho public. 
l:nlik-e tho BrisL·'~ne Tramways Company, 

they dnl not want to make a 
[4.ZO p.m.] profit of £200 a day. Their 

fares \Voro much lo\Ycr than in 
'Brisbane. He thought they could travel to 
South Head and back-a distance of 14 mile, 
- for 6d. Then. the fare from Circul.ar Qunv 
to the railway station was only ld., aJthouglt 
it was twice as long as any section in Bris­
bane. Hc admitted that the population in 
S: dney was very much greater than Bris­
bane, but the tramwavs in Swlne,- were run­
ning in the interests of the plib!ic: and, in anv 
case, it was only within the last two vears, h;, 
believed, that thov had been running 'Ut a los•·. 
Another .difference was that the Sy.dne~ 
trnm\vays '";ere running out into the ne\v 
localiticc., surrounding the city, and they were 
running with the purpose of opening up 
suburb~ that would never be opened up if 
the tra ns were in the hands of a companv. 
In Brisbane the Tramways Company had been 
frpqucntly a,ppealed to to make extension,. 
and had rcfu ... 2d. \Vas it reasonable to sup­
pose that the Brisbane Tmnnva:cs Company 
--\i"lllCh wantc·d a. profit of £200 a, day­
could conduct their business as well '" the 
Commi.,,imwr for Railway" in New South 
\Vales, who did not want an.- p!·oflt '! Ag-ain. a 
private company had t"'! pay at ]past 25 per 
tX>nt. more for constructwn than the Govern­
ment He might refer by way of illustration 
to a CP"·tain s1ndicato railway. Tho company 
wanted £400,000 to build that raih,·ay, and 
;,,;ued debentures. and he believed they paid 
£56,000 W miSl' the £400 000, a,nd thPn had 
to pay a higher rate of interc•st than the 
GovNBmcnt paid for loan money. 

Hox. W. STRPHE?\S : Everv hon. mom­
her on the other side was against the BilL 
and none of them addresr,.ed their remarks 
to the Bill. Their one stock .argument was 
that the Government should own all the 
tramwavs. If the Government should own 
all thP · tr;,mways, they wf're only wasting­
their time in passing the Bill. 

HoK. F. McDONXELL: With rr'<pect to 
1vhat ha-d fallen from the Hon. Mr. Brent­
nall, he thought it would be found that Syd­
ney tramways paid in some years, and that 
they had never failed to pay for several 
years in succession. For a number of years 
they paid handsomely. The population of 
SvdnC"y wa' nearly 700,000, and anyone who 
visited the Redfern Railway Station between 
8 and 9 o'clock in the morning would see how 
the trams took thousands of pass<>ngers to 
their destinations in a vcrv short time. Of 
course, there was no compa'rison between the 
amount of traffic in Sydney and Brisbane. 
\Vith such a large population as there was 
in Sydney, there must be more accidents. 

Hon. P. MuRPHY: There <are less propor­
tionately than there t1re in Brisbane. 

Hox. F. 1IcDOl\~ELL: He beliovccl there 
were. Hon. members who were familiar 
·with Svdnev would remember that a, few 
year,;; ~lgo 'there was sC'arccly a house a 
ff'w miles out of Svdnev on the road to 
South Heads. To-day tlwre were tens of 
tLou"mds of people settled in those suburbs, 
and it was the il.amc all ron»d the city, 
wherever the trams had gone. Although the 
trams might be run at a loss, they had done 
good work in opening up tlw suburban dis­
trictJ, a,nd, indirectly, they had been a sour?" 
of gn'at profit to the Gov~rnm:mt. T11e 
Hon. :11r. Stephens was qmte ru{ht. llo 
(::\lr. :YlcDonnell) \vas certainly in ravour uf 
the Goyernn1ent taking over tho tr~:Hn\vays; 
but it must be rt'membcred that it was the 
Government who introduced thF Bill; and 
what han. members 11·ere trying to do was to 
amend it so that thNe shouLd '..Jc a roavonabk 
limit to the franchise. 

Question (Jfr. Barlow's motion) put and 
pa,sed. 

Hox. A. II. BARLOW : The new clause 
which tho Council inserted in place of clause 
11 read-

' · Xo Order in Council is,.ucd in pursu­
ance of this Act to a constructing 
auth0ritv shall b<: for a term exceeding 
b\0nty~fivc yrnrs." 

The _-\ssen,blv desired to omit that clause, 
but he moved-

" That the Committ.ee inoist upon new 
clause 11 because the term of twenty­
five ve'Lrs is a reasonahln term to allow 
a cuinp .. 'lny as a franchise." 

Hox. T. J. O'SHEA thought it would be 
a mistake if the Committee insist.ed upon that 
clan"·? because no Government would be able 
to co~sider a proposition which includcd a, 
franchise for morr· than twenty-hve years. 

Hon. "\V. STEPHEJ\S: Yes, it would. 

Hox. T. J. O'SHEA: As far as he ro11ld 
recollect, the usual minimum was forty-two 
years, but that did not say that the Governor 
in Council was bound to give a franchise for 
forh·-two vcars. If the CommitteP insiBtcd 
upon their. now clan>'c•, it would preclude the 
Governor in Council from considering any 
proposal for a franchise of forty-two years 
or for an unlimited pNiod, as it was before. 
He thought it would be wiser to leave it to 
the Governor in Council in every instance to 
prescribP the tPrms of i.he franchise. 

Hox. E. W. H. FOWI,ES: Subclause (1) 
of tho cla.use as it came to them from the 
Assembly provided that if, within six months 
after the expiration of the period of twenty-five 
years from the orginal grant of an Order in 
Council to the con,tructing authoritv, or 
within six months after the expiration of 
every subsequent period of three ye.;trs, the 
loc(l.l authoritv son'ed notice on the construct­
ing authority requiring the constructing 
authority to sdl the undertaking, then thE' 
construr"ting auth0rity was bound to sell to 
the local authority. Supposing a company 
securing a franchise for twenty-five vears, 
no local authority could step in until the 
expiration of the twenty-five years. Then the 
local authority had an option of stepping in 
within six months after the end of tho twenty­
fin• vears. \Vhat was to prevent the local 
authority simph lying by for the six month~, 
allowing the whole of the works to depre­
c1ate and then stepping in and taking over what 
was practicallv scrap iron at scrap iron value? 
There was a gap of six months between the 

Han. E. W. H. Fowles.] 
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period of the franchise and the time wh~n the 
local authority could step in, and that. go.p 
was not filled in. The difficulty might ht• 
overcome if they amended the clause to read--

" If within six months before the ex­
pirati~n of the period enacted in the 
original grant of an Order in Council." 

That would allow the original grant to be 
issued for h ent:•-four :years and six rr,onths, 
and would give the other six months for the 
local authority to make up its mind what it 
was going to do. Furthermore, tho clauae as 
it came to them from thr Assembly provided 
that, unle's the local authority exercised their 
option at the end of the lwenty-flve :y<>ars, or 
within six months then·after, the company 
might nmtinue for a further three yems. W auld 
not the extension for three vears be forbidden 
by the· very clausC> which they v, ere now pro­
posing to put in, which said that thfl franchise 
was to be for twNttv-flve vcars? Could they 
extend it for . another tiuc>o years beyond 
that? In view of what had arisen over the 
Brisbane 'l'ramwnys Company, it W'lS ju· t 
as wdl to make the clan""' clear. They might 
lw in favour of limiting thE' term to twenty­
five yea ;·s, and then there y,·ould be a period 
of six months in which nothing would be 
done. The whole thing would b0 hung up, 
and no trams would b" run while the k'='al 
authority ,,~aR 1naking arrangements to take 
them OY.er. 

Hon. T. J. o·sm:A: ~o. The trams would 
go on running- just the san~c. 

Ho~. K W. H. FOWLES: Xot if they 
lin1ited thto franc:hise to c~venty-five years. 

Hon. T. J. O'SHEA: Tlwv would get :m 
extens-im1 for three years. ·· 

Ho~. E. \Y. H. FO\YLES: It was quito 
clear, if thc·Y acct•pterl the amendmt·Ht, thR.t 
it would <·'·;ly b., for twenty-flye years. 

Han. A. G. C. HAWTHORX: They may olll;"' 
takt it for twenty years. 

Hox. K IY. H. FO\YLES: Th;· svstem of 
railless tracti<>n was in its 0xpcrimental 
stage. and a ('Olnpany going in for it nl'i~ht 
drop thou~and'' of pounds, so it \0\·a.~ aln1c:-t 
certain they would take t'te longest term 
theY possibly could. They had horse trams 
in Brisbane at one. ti1~lC\ and they were run 
at a loss. and it was o'llv ·with the adY<'llt 
of electricity, plu· Mr. ·nadger, that th" 
tranL~· bcr•.Jnlt> a pa:vable concern. ThPy 
would probably haYe aeroplanes before rail­
ie,;s traction bc<·ame a paying concGrn. At 
any ra,tc, no J)lllpan>- in its senses 'vould 
r.sk the GovcrmncHt for lc"s than twentv-
fivp year,,. ~ 

Ho~. A. G. C. HA W'fHORN: In order to 
make it quite clcrr. he moved the omi:-·-ion 
of the wm-ds '· twPntv-flye" with the view of 
ins\'rting tht> wordf' '' t'vcnty-six." 

Amendment (Jil'. Hall'thnrn's) agre<'d to. 

Amendmem (Jir. Barlou·'s), as amended, 
agreed to. 

Clau•'e 12-" Purchase of undertaking by 
!oral authority or joint local authority"-

Hox. A. H. B.ARLO'.V: This clause was 
ins0rtecl by the Council, but it "·as objected 
to bv the Assemblv becausE' it "as a Yiola­
tion- of the priYil.~ges c.£ the Assembly, to 
whom bci::mgcd the sole right of initiating 
1md crct1.tmg chargE's. He moved that the 
Council do not insist on the insertion of the 
new clause. 

Question put and passed. 

[lln. E. W. H. Fowles. 

The Council rcmmed. The AcTING CHAIR­
j\1\~ reported that the Com"tittee ~id, not 
insist upo11 so1ne an1endment~~~ and Insisted 
upon others with amendments, and the re­
port was adopted. 

On the motion of HaN. A. H. B.\RLOW, 
the Dill wa' ordered to be returned to thv 
Ahembly by me"agc in the> usu:tl form. 

:MALA~DA TO 11ILLAA l\IILLA.1. 
RAILWAY. 

PLAN RECEIYED FROM AsSElllilLY. 

The PRESIDING CH-UR1:IAN announced 
the receipt of a message from the Assembly. 
forwarding the plan, section, and boc~k of 
reference of the propo';ed branch rarlwa) 
from Malanda to :!\~Iillaa Millaa, second sec­
tion, in length 8 miles 24 chains. 

PLAN REFERRED TO SELEt T COMMITTEE. 

Ho~. A. II. BARLOW, by leave, mow,! 
without notice-

.. 'rhat the plan, section. and book of 
refer<Jnce of the proposed railway exten­
sion from Malanda to Millaa Millaa, 
sc<Jond section, in length 8 miles 24 chains, 
be referred to a Select Committee. 

"That such Committe>' have power 
to send for persons and papers. and leave 
to sit during any adjournment of the 
Council; and th.:.t it consi-t of the fol­
lowing memben :-.0,Ir. \Y. H. C~cmp­
bcll, :\fr. Hodel, Mr. Pamdl, c\lr. 
Stephenc, and the mover.'' 

Question put and passed. 

CO-OPERATIVE AGRICULTURAL 
PRODUCTION BILL. 

SECOND READI"'G. 

II oN. A. H. BARLOW: I mo.-e that this 
Bill be now read a second time. I do not 
propose to push the Bill through to-day, as 
the Han. Mr. Stephens desires to moYe the 
adjournment of the deb;~te. This is a Bili 
to pro.-ide for ad.-anccs in aid of co-operati.-e 
enternrise in connection :vith the manufacture 
of primary products of agriculture. Th·}sc 
products are c,~t forth in the interpretation 
clauco, and include butter, chee:1c, milk, 
bacon, cornflour, flour, cotton, grain llH'nl, 
jarn. preserved fruih, and such other pro­
ducb of the Eoil as the Governor in Council 
maY direct from time to time. Th0n, it P,"oes 
on i:o say that .any <}O-oporativc company mvy 
make application to the Minister for advances 
in aid of tho con :.truction of works by the 
company under this Act. Every such applica­
tion shnll be ancornpanied by a copy of the 
memorandum and articles o"£ association of 
the company. A majority of the shares of 
t.hc company shall always be held by persons 
who :uo producers of the primary products, 
or »Dme of them, in respect of which the busi­
ness of the company is to b€ crtrriE'd on. It 
is proYided, further, that no divide-nd gre•at;·r 
than 4 per cent. per annum shall be pard 
until tho adyanccB made bv the Government 
haye been repaid. It shalf not be competent 
for the companv to alter thecu provisions. 

The ·articles of association must 
[5 p.m.] also contain provision with 

respect to what are C'alled " dry" 
sharDholder·•. Clause 4 provides for every 
application to be submitted by the Minister 
to a valuer or valuers for report. Clause 5 
provides that advances may be made by the 
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:Mi.nister out of moneys annually appro­
pnated by Parliament for the purposes of 
such advances. Clause 6 provides that no 
advanco,, shall be made to any company to 
an amount exceeding one-half of the cost of 
the works, nor unle>s nor until one-half of 
the capital of the companv has been actuallv 
P!lid _up by the shareholders. That is to 
give It some sort of a backbone by insisting 
that no company shall be trading on Goo;ern­
ment money on the aeroplane principle. 
Clause 7 allows advances to be made to a 
~ompany in ro,pcct of works already con­
structed, )1rOYidcd that no such advanCB shall 
be nHt~le until it ha:,; been approved by "' 
resolution of beth HousE" of Parliame:1t. No 
adva1_1ce is to be made except upon ths 
secunty of a mortgage or mortgagu to the 
::Y1inister o1·or the works in respect of which 
such _advance is made, and upon such other 
security as til the Governor in Council ma:v 
seem fit. The amount of the advance to a 
compa•1~· shall be deemed to be a loan bv 
t~e ::\Iinister to the company for a period a·f 
s1xteon years from the 1st J ulv nr-xt succeed­
ing the date of th<> adYance, 'and is to bear 
intei;est at the rate of 4 per cent. per annum. 
Dt:rn:g the first two years no part of the 
prmcrpal moncv d1all be renavabk and in· 
tere_st only is t;; be paya;ble -b): the 'company 
durmg that perwcl. Durmg the remainder of 
the term of tho loan redemption navments 
are to be made at the rate of £9 9s. 4d. 
per cent. per annum. The Minister maY 
from time to time permit the company to 
pay off the wh~le or any portion of the 
moneys advancen at any time before thev 
are chw. The pa\ment of the annual instal­
ments is to be a· first charge on the profits 
of the comp::ny. · Pow0r is given in clause 10 
for the }Vhmster to enforce the payment of 
arre~rs by putting in .a r.-cdver-I presume 
that is if there is cmythino- to receiw. The 
JI.Iinister is to he allo\,·ed ~redit for all sum" 
advanced by him in pur~uance of the Act. 
The Y!nister, on behalf _of the company, is 
to be gn·cn ]10wcr from time to time to teJm 
purchase. c0ntract for the use of. or othorwis~ 
pro,-ide any land which mav be required for 
the works. or anv tramwav· "harf or other 
work in connection therewit-h, and to acquire 
running rights over any tramwav. -The 
powers of rc,:un1n6on are to be 8xercisocl 
under the Public· \Yorks Land Resumption 
Act of 1906. In estimating tho compensation 
to be 11aid on the resumption of Ian<! bv 
the cmnpany, no allowance is to be made fo:· 
any increase in the value of such land b,­
reawn of the construction, or proposed co~­
structi(.>n, or purC'ha:,e. or pronoserl purchase 
of th(~ ,,-Grk;., c.r any other n1,''•tter arising ont 
of tho ·'Xercise of powers under the AC't. The 
cotnpany in who1n a:cy \Yorks arc for the 
time being- w'ted ma;~·, with the approval 
of the Governor in Council. construct. lav 
down, n1aintnin, and \York an;r tranlVt'ay upoll 
any road or land, and mav use thereon anv 
locomotives ,,.,,d rolling-stock, drawn or pro­
pelled bv animal, steam, or other motive 
power. Po\\-er is given loy the Governor in 
rouncil to make regulations. This is a Bill 
to assist co-opDrativc 0ntcn·11rise. Co-opera­
tion sCCP1s. to be th: rcn~cdy for ev•er:vthing 
nowadays m connoctwn \nth the manufacture 
and storage of primary agricultural product-. 

Jim:. \\'. STEPHENS: I beg to move the 
adjournment of the debate. 

Question put and passc'd. 

The resumption of the debate was "1ade an 
Order. of the Day for the next sitting of the 
Counml. 

BOO.;-.,rAH SHOW GROUND BILL. 

SECOND READING. 

Ho:.;. A. H. BARLOW: This is a Bill to 
enablC' the trusteeo, of the Boonah Show­
ground to mortgage the land comprised in 
deed of grant No. 103853 for the sum of 
£2.000, for th£> purpose of erecting buildings 
and making improvomenh upon the· show­
ground~ .after payn1ent of .any E-xisting lia­
bilities in rc>pcct of the buildings or im­
prnYemeni:,_ alread:~ cl·ectcd upon the gronnd. 
Th<:> Bill v;us r<'ferred to a Select Committee 
l1y the Assembly, ·which took evidenc6, and 
fa your ably reponed upon the Bill, and the 
Bill \\as pase0<l through thi.' Assm,1bly with­
out an,ondmont. I beg to move that th<' Bill 
be no,~T read a ~e-cond time. 

Question put and passed. 

Co~DIITTEE AXD THIRD READI:o;G. 

The Bill wao& passed through the:-.e stages 
without di:cussion o>: amendment, and 
ordered to be returned to the Assembly by 
1nessag2 in the usual form. 

::YIILES TO TAROO::Yl RAILWAY 
(SECOXD SECTION). 

ADOPTIOX OF REPORT OF SELECT CO::ID!ITTEJC. 

Ho;o;. A. II. BARLOW, in moving-
,, That tho repmt of the Select Com­

Inittee on the proposed raihvay exh:n:3ion 
from Miles to Taxoom (second section) be 
novr adopte.d,'' 

~ai~tl : bmnc ren1arks 'vere 1nade on a pre· 
vious occasion about these railw:~v motion~, 
and I can only Tep<·at that all I. can do is 
to read to han. members what the Deputy 
Railwav Commissioner savs about them. 
Regard.ing this railway~ ::\Ir~ Paga.n say;,--

" RtYE:o;<.:E .\XD EXPENDITC:RE.-This 
railw'lV foTms the <'Onnectino- ]ink be­
nn:Pn "~iilcs and T{u·oon1, in tl1e ~ .. icinity 
of \vhich tO\Vn there is a. f ::tir pol)ul·ution. 
It will also sen·e a large area now under 
pa itoral lease, "·hif'h. howevet, is suit­
able for closer -,~tt-lem,nt. and I :mtici, 
])f\ te grazing \Yill, to a Yer~c: great exttnt, 
all lle repined by agriculture. Fr0m the 
latt,st 1~tock r0turn. I observ{' that there 
,,.,, 70,0~0 cattle and 25.000 sheep in the 
district. so that a fa.ir livc-:,to0k traffic 
m c y be e'Cpccted. I estimate the reYenue 
at £(.292. and tho <·xjwnditmc, provid­
ing for a train ~erYice of one train each 
way two days a werk, at £4.652, leaving 
a net revenue of £1,MO, equal to lqs. 4d. 
]Wl' cent. on the eapital. 

"REc::nmEXDATiox.-Although the net 
n:Y.!TIUC' is not sufficiP::lt to n:ect· int{'rest 
on capital invested, I have eyery reason 
to heliev0 that in a few vFar·, \vith the 
ineroasocl settlement the. rail" ,ly will 
hrin?, that thif' line "\vill h~ c.o1ne re­
munE'rative, and I therefore recommend 
its construction.'' 

Quc'.iion pnt and passed. 

APPROYAL OF PLAN. 

Hox. A. H. BARLOW moved-
" L That the Conm·il approw· of the 

plan, section, and book of reference of 
the- propos<·d railway extension from 
Miles to Taroom (second suction), in 

Han. A. H. Barlow.] 
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length 41 mike, 76 chains, ;1s received bv 
me,,agt' from the Legislative Assembly 
on tho 1st Dc-coinher. 

·· 2. That such approval be notified to 
the Legi,lative A>Somblv by message in 
th<> usual form." • 

Qllution put an::! passed. 

:.\IL"RGON TO PIWSTON RAILWAY. 

ADOI'T!OX OF REPORT OF SELECT CO}DliTTEE. 

Hox. A. H. BARLOW, in moving-
" That the report of tho Select Com­

mittee on the proposed branch rail­
\'nt v from ,:;ylurgon to Preston, also of 
propo•ed branch railway to "\Vindera, be 
nov, adoptc·d," 

said: . "\Ve ~xamined several railway officials 
on. tlu,- ra1lway and on a number of other 
Tail way~! and \VC' unanitnouslv n•colUHlend 
.the construction of the railwav: :.\1r. Pao-an 
the Deputy Commissioner, in his rej~ort: 
says-

" REVENUE AND EXPEXDITURE.-The 
traffic to be obtained from the district 
traversed bv these branches will con­
sist of <'•ttt\e, dairy nroduce, agricul­
tural products, till_lber, passengers, and 
general n1e~·chand1se, and, as a very 
large area 1s settled lands, I estimate 
that the revenue to be derived there· 
from will be equal to £250 ner mile or 
£9,500 per annum. The 'expenditure 
'£6.086) allows for one train per day 
each way over both branchee. 
"RECO~DIENDATION.-The district bene­

fited by these two railwavs covers an 
area of 1,108 square milPs: of this 367 
square miles arc held a; agricultural 
farms and 573 ,,quare miles as grazing 
farms. The :Mondure Estate which is 
7 to 15 miles from Murgon, 'consist~ of 
22,000 acres, and is being cut up into 
144 farms. The total number of cattle 
(a~c~rding to . the latest stock returns) 
w1thm the ra1lway district is gi¥en at 
~1,000. Vacant Crown land-pastoral 
leases and reserves-totallin9; an area of 
154 square miles is available for closer 
settlement. The soil throughout is 
(\"eneral~y good,. and the maize industry 
!' gT'?Wmg considerably: the crop raised 
IS est1matcd at between 70 and 80 bushels 
to tho acre. With the advent of a rail­
way the ~;vholo district is likely to ad­
vane" rap1dly ":nd become thickly popu­
hted. A quantity of timber is available. 
Although I. do not anticipate that the 
revt'nue dertved from these railways will 
for the fi~st few years be sufficient to 
pay_ workmg expenses and interest on 
cap1tal, I see no reason, when the dis­
trwt has had _the advantage of a rail­
way to open 1t up, why it should not 
!1rove as remunerative as other railways 
m the same district." 

'Question put and passed. 

APPRO'\_AL OF PLAN. 

lioN. A. H. BARLOW moved-
" 1. That the Council approve of the 

plan, section, and book of reference of 
the proposed branch railway from Mur­
gon. to Proston, in length 26 miles 22 
cham:'; also ?f proposed branch railway 
to W mdera, m length 11 miles 43 chains 
as received by message from the Legis: 
lative ASI!embly on the 26th November. 
[Han. A. H. BaTlow. 

" 2. That such approval be notified to 
the Legislative Assembly by message in 
thP usual form." 

Question put and passed. 

ROCKHAl'IIPTOX TO .\LTO::\ DOW:NS 
llAILWAY. 

ADm £ION OF REPORT OF SELE'-:r CO}J:I!ITTEE. 

Hox. A. H. BARLOW, in moving-
" That the report of the Sckct Com­

mittee on tho propoeed railway exten­
sion from Rockhampron to Alton Downs 
bo now adopted," 

,,,,id: The Dcputv Commissioner for Rllil­
\Vays gi-, es the following c <'Ttjficat<~ in r:::­
fL,rcnce to this nilway :-

" RE\ ENI"E AXD ExPENDITeRE.-This line 
will p.lSS through a rich ag-ricultural and 
closelv ,,ettlcd district. Tile traffic m-er 
the• 1t1aj or portion of the line will not 
be he a cy. but it is anticipated that a 
fair suburban traflic may be expected 
for the first few miks. The r~evenue de­
rived from this line after ib, compktion, 
\\ ith the prospect of additional settle­
ment, will, I estimate, equal £4,550. Tho 
expenditure. allowing for a tri-weekly 
scr;;iee to the tr•-rn1inu~ and two trains 
per day o\?er thf.' suburban arpa~ may be 
set down at £3.542, giving a small net 
revenue of £1,008, which is equal to £1 
13s. 6d. on the capital inn\-ted. 

"RECO}l'\fENDATJON.-I do not antici­
pate that this line will bo a paying pro­
position from the start, but, as it will 
opcn up a considerable area of Crown 
lands, and make available the rich agri­
cultuml country which is traversed by 
tho line, further sett!Pment will be en­
couraged; and. aB the rnajority of those 
within the be>wlited ,uea have expressed 
their willingnod to mt,et any deficite, I 
recommend that the line be built." 

Question put and passed. 

APPROVAL OF PLA~. 

HoN. A. H. BARLOW moved-
" L That the Council approve uf the 

plMl, section, and book of rderence of 
the proposed branch railway from Rock­
hampton to Alton Downs, in length 17 
miles 40 chains, as received by message 
from the Legislative Assembly on the 
26th :1\ovcmber. 

"2. That such approval be notified to 
the L0gisaltive Assembly by message 
in the usual form.'' 

Question put and passed. 

LA~EFIELD TO ROSEVALE RAILWAY. 

ADOPTION OF REPORT OF SELECT COMMITTE!!. 

HoN. A. H. BARLOW, in moving-··-
" That the report of the Select Com­

mittee on the proposed branch railway 
from Lanefield to Rosevale be now 
adopted," 

said : The Deputy Commissioner for Rail­
ways in his report on this line says-

" REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE.-This line 
is purely an agricultural railway, and, 
from pa't experience of the earnings 
of lines through similar districts. I do 
not anticipate a very large revenue, and 
have set it down as equal to £160 per 
mile, making a total of £2,650 per 
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annum. As this line will be worked from 
Ipswich, I ha ye allowed for one train 
each way per day ; with this senice, I 
estimate the expenditure at £2.295, 
leaving a net revenue of £355 ·per 
annum-equal to 9s. 6d. per cent. on the 
capital cost; but it is very possible that 
the traffic offering on this line ma.y 
manage with three trains per week. in 
which case the expenditure will be less. 

"RECOM:UElWATIOX.-This railway will 
servo a very fine agricultural district, 
whieh is largely settled upon. The 
principa1 industry being agriculture and 
dair~ing. which is a low-class traffic, I 
do not, therefore, anticipate that the line 
for the first few years will pay more 
than working expensei•, but, a.s it will 
provide railwav facilities which will en­
abl~ the sr·ttlors to more readily and con­
vemently reach the mark~h, it must in 
time improve; and, as the burden of 
meotin6 the intPrest rests with the rate­
payers "ithin the benefited district, I 
reco1nnH~nd its construction." 

Question p"<lt and passed. 

APPROVAL OF PLAN. 

RoN. A. H. BARLOW moved-
" 1. That the Council approve of the 

plan, section, and book of reference of 
the propo,ed hranch raih'a' from Lane­
field to Rosevale, in length 16 miles 45 
chains, ~s received by message from the 
Legislative Assembly on the 1st Decem­
ber. 

"2. That such approval be notified to 
the Legislative Assembly by message m 
the usual form." 

Question put and passed. 

ENOGGERA TO TERROR'S CREEK 
RAILWAY. 

ADOPTION OF HEPORT OF SELECT COMMITTEE. 

HoN .. \. H. BARLO\V, in moving-
" That the report of the Select Com· 

mittee on the proposed railwa~ extension 
from Enoggera to Terror's Creek be now 
adopted," 

said : The Deputy Commissioner reports as 
follows:-
. "REVENVE AXD ExPENDITURE.-The 

district is not unlike the country 
traversed b;· the Dugandan Craw's Nest 
and Killarney lines, the 'revenue fran; 
which jast year was £465, £28!\, and £373 
per mile ~especti vely. The charges per 
ton per mile on the Terror's Cre<'k line 
will ( owi':g to the shorter distance) be 
slightly higher, and after a few vears 
i~ should earn as much as other farming 
lines, not to speak of the extension of 
suburban pa;;scnger traffic, which i~ sure 
to follow the railwaY. I have set down 
the earnings at £360 per mile, or £8,820 
per annum. 

" If two trains per day are required 
I estimate the expenditure at £6 377 pe; 
annum, leaving a net revenue ~f, say, 
£2,443, which is equal to £1 6s. lld. 
per cent. on a capital of £181,288 on 
which the int<>rest has been calcul~tcd. 
Seeing that in a letter from thB Prim(' 
Minister of the Commonwealth to the 
Premier of Queensland, dated 14th S<'p­
tember, 1911, a promise was made that. 

if a deviation of the route was adopted 
so as to pass close to the Enoggera Rifle 
Range and military area, his Government 
was prepared tD ask Parliament to ap­
prove of the payment by the Common­
wealth of a subsidy up to £4,000 towards 
the extra cost involved hv the deviation 
in queotion, and this dm{ation has been 
provided for on the plans. The payment 
of this amount will reduce the capital cost 
so far as the ratepayers of the benefited 
area are conr0rncd. 

"REOOli!MENDATION.-A great deal of 
settlenwnt has taken place all along the 
route, with the exception of the first 
f0w miles, where the country is poorer, 
but it is capable of considerabh> expa.n­
sion; and, aft<'r visiting the district, I 
am sati,fied that rail communication 
y,ould enable a large population to maim 
a comfortable living. I was impressed 
with the fertilitv of the soil, and it ap­
peared to me that a railway should con­
vert this neighbourhood into a market 
garden for the metropolis. I do not think 
it is gPnerally known that there exists 
such beautiful scrub country within 20 
miles of Brisbane. Although the line 
may not earn sufflci0nt to pay interest 
and working ex:penses for a :year or two, 
the shortage to l:o made up by the resi­
dents will not be n<'arly such a heavy 
burden as they are now bearing owing 
to the want of the line, the construction 
of which I have much pleasure in re­
commending.'' 

Question put and passed. 

APPROVAL OF PLAN. 

Ho!i:. A. H. BARLO\Y moved-
" 1. Th11t the Council approve of the 

plan, section, and book of reference of the­
proposed railway extension from Enoggera 
to Terror's Creek, in length 24 miles 
37 chains, as receh-ed by message from 

, thP Legislative Assembly on the 26th 
November. 

" 2. That such approvul be notified to 
the Legislative Assembly by message in 
the usual form." 

Question put and passed. 

GATTO:\ TO ~10L'XT SYLVIA BRAXCH 
HAILW~\Y. 

ADOPTION OF REPORT OF SELE~T CO)!MITTEE. 

Hox. A. H. BARLOW, in moving-

'· That the report of the Select Com­
mittee on the proposed branch railway 
from Gatton to ::\Iount Svlvia be now 
adopted," · 

said: The D•,puty Commissioner in his 1·e· 
port on th<' anticipated revenue and expendi­
ture~ ~my;:,--

"This railwav wiil serve settled cvuntrv 
from which distriPt the produc(' nm~· 
comes to Gatton and Grantham. Taking 
the figures for this trafhc on last vear's 
basis,. I do not comider it will exceed 
more than about £1.820 per annum at 
the start. and tho expenditure, allowing 
for two trains per day .. six davs pPr wc•ek, 
I estimate will be £1,619. or £201 less 
than the revenw . which. is equal to 7s. 
lld. per cent on the capital invested .. , 

Han. A, H. Batrlow.J 
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I~e then makes the following recommenda­
tion-

" Tho traffic from this line will be 
principally dairying products and agri­
culture, with n few head of cattle and 
hor3(~S, wh~c-h at pr£..~::.ent finds its '\a v 
either to Gatton or Granth,,m. The 
cun_s~r!lcti~m of th_e rail_way will provid<> 
famhhes m transrt whrch certainlv are 
,-cry much needc_d. owing to the rough 
eountry over which a large portion of 
the present t1·affic has to traverse to reach 
tlw main line. The advent of a railwav 
will, no doubt, induce settlers to put more 
land under cultivation, and it will throw 
open a considerable arPiL of grazing 
country beyond :Mount Sylvia which is 
now in the hands of the Crown. Although 
I do not a:r;tiripa~e tl~at t_he iine will pay 
for some time, still, m vww of this and 
the fact that it will proyide b~tter means 
of getting their produce to market and 
that they are prepared to defray an:v 
deficiency, I re,·ommend the cunstructioi1 
of the iiHe." 

Question put and pa.,sed. 

APPROVAL OF Pu:><. 

Hox. A. H. BARLOW moved-
·• 1. That the Council approve of the 

plan, sed10n, and book of reference of 
the proposed branch raih\av from Gatton 
to Mount Sylvia, in length 11 miles 30 
ehai_1~~' . ~:3 receivf'd 

1 
by me.;,sage fron1 the 

LeghtatJve Assemb.y on the lot Deeem­
ber. 

'· 2. That such approval be notified to 
the Legislative Assemblv by message 
in ths.:. U'c<Ual form." ' 

Question put and pas"cd. 

GOOXDOO:\ TOWARDS KALLIW A 
CREEK BlU.NCH RAIL\VAY. 

ADO!'l'IOS OF REPORT OF SELECT COM:UITTEE.' 

BoN. A. H. BARLO'\V, in moving-
,, That the report of the Select Com­

mittee on the proposed branch railwav 
from Goondoon towards Kalliwa Creek 
be now adopted," . 

said: The Commissioner (:Mr. Euwe) reports 
as follows with r<>gard to this line:-

"The· reY<'llUe derived from this rail­
lvay_ \'fill be sugar, g·en(mal agricultural 
.~_nTd.nco, dairying, and ti1nber and I 
estirnato that an annual revenue' equal to 
D 1Jout £200 per mile m:t v bo expected. 
This ,,ould r<'nresent a total of £6,150 
per annum. The expenditure, allowing 
ior three trains :)8r 'ved'( -each ,;·av, 
,\-hich I consid-er v.·ill be au:.n]e {or so1I'i.e 
tiwe b1 come, I t•stimate a.t £4.886. loa.-­
~Hg· a net r,:;ver_nw of £1.254 tD.IYard3 the 
JlnCrc',,·s on c~llHb: 1. 

··The n1ain featluc in tl1P construction 
of this line \Yill be tlJP opePing up of 
cotmtry for close;· settlement, and give 
a·.:ce:ts to a very largo tirnber area. A 
central 1nill }ws (/'.\'n established. and a 
hrge pocti.m of the country 'will bo 
utilised for sugar-growing. The• he.wv 
co-t of construction of th,- railwav doe's 
u_ot permit of its buintr a paying p;·opusi­
'-'"11 at the start, and for ~orne time I 
<lr, not anticipate tho.t it will much more 
than pay working expenses, but as it will 

[Han. A. H. Barlow. 

b•• yery much cheaper for the settlers 
to pay the necessary rail way rate to 
covtlr any deficit than continue the 
present m;t:wds of tran~port, and, as the 
adv<;nt of a. railway will throw open a 
('Onsiderable quantit~· of land for closer 
~ettlemcnt, I am prepared to recommend 
its construction.'' 

Que,tion put and passccl. 

APPR;JV.\L OF PL.\X. 
At 5.30 p.m., 
HaN. A. H. B)~.RLO\\" mmwl-

" 1. That the Cour.,,il ap;Jrove of the 
plan, section, ~nd bvok of reference of 
the proposed branch railway from Goon­
t!oon towards Kalliwa Creek, in length 
30 miles 60 chains. as received bv mes­
sage from the Legislative ~\ssembly on 
tlw 2nd Deeernber. 

'' 2. That such approv-al be notified to 
the Legislative As,,cmbly by message in 
the usual form." 

Question put and passed. 

::.VfCKDUBBERA TO NORTHERN 
BT~-R:\"ETT RAIL'\VAY. 

ADOPTIOX OF RI:PORT OF SELECT COM:UITTEE. 

Hox . .'L H. BARLOW, in moving-
·' That the rPport of the Select Com­

mittee on the proposed railway extension 
from 2\fundubbera to the Xorthern Bur­
nett be now adopted," 

said: The Uommi"'ioner for Railways 
renorts-

• " REVENUE A:'\D EXPEXDITlTRE.--This ex-
tension will serve a fair amount of closely 
settled land, and will open up large 
tracts of timber, dairying, and agricul­
tural countrv. I consider that a reyenue 
equal to £laO per mile per annum may 
be expected, which will return a gross 
reYenue of £5,080 per annum. The ex­
penditure, which providrs for a daily train 
each way, I estimate at £4,679, leaving a 
net rewnue of £401, which is equal to 5s. 
4d. per cent. on the capital cost. 

"RECQ)D1ESDATIOX.-This line is an 
extension of the Gayndah-Mundubbera 
Railway for the purpose of opening up 
splendid lands in the l: pr;er Burnett for 
eloscr settlement. The section i, 31 miles 
60 chains in length, and will terminate 
for the present 6k miles beyond Eidsvold. 
The route followed is practically the same 
as recommended by my officers in their 
report which was submitted to Parlia­
ment in 1910, and, as the railway is 
essential for the purpose of making avail­
able large tracts of rich land now held 
by the Urown, I recommend its construc­
tion." 

Question put and passed. 

APPROVAL OF PLAN. 

Ho~. A. H. BARLOW mo.-ed-
•. 1. That the l!ouncil appro.-e of the 

plan, section, and book of reference of the 
propose:l railway extension from 11un­
dubber:t to the Xorthern Burnett, in 
length 31 mile" 60 ch:l ins, as receh-ed by 
me!qnge from the Legis!dtive Assembly on 
the 2nd December. 

"2. That such avprovnl be nooificd to 
the LcgislatiYe Asson1bly by nw',sage in 
the usual form." 

~ue:'tion put and pas5ed. 
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DIRRANBANDI RAILWAY EXTENSION. 

ADOPTJON OF REPORT OF f\ELECT COMMITTEE. 

HoN. A. H. BARLOW, in moving-
" That the report of the Select Com­

mittee on the proposed railway extension 
from Dirranbandi be now adopted," 

said : \V e cannot go wrong here. This is an 
extension of the border railway. Th<: Com­
missioner for Railways says-

,, REVENFE AND EXPENDIT!:RE.-The 
r<'venue will be chiefly live stock and 
gPneral supplies, and, on the basis of 
the traffic carried over the section be­
tween Thallon and Dirranbandi, I have 
set down the revenue of this extension 
""t £160 per mile, which will return 
£8,320. The expenditure I estimate at 
£6.556, leaving a net revenue of £1,764 
c.r 17s. 7d. per cent. on the capital cost. 

·• RF:i:'OMMENDA'CIOX.-The terminus of 
the South-western line at Dirranbandi is 
situated on the eastern bank of the 
Balonne River, and as there is no bridge 
over this river m· over the Culgoa River 
5 milL"S to the west thereof, and both 
these rivers are for months at a time 
uncro''"ble for vchidP3, the traffic now 
won to the railwav comes onlv from the 
north and south of the line,. all traffic 
from west of this terminus passes over 
the Queensland border into New Suuth 
Wales. This extension will secure to 
(~ueens!and railways and ports its legiti­
mate trade. and direct into its natural 
channel the South-western trafli'"< 
Although I do not consider that the 
rovenuo c'"arned by this section will. at 
the ;tart, be sufficient to cover both 
working expense~ and interest on capita! 
expend'"''d. I, for the reasons quoted 
above, ~ttrongly r.Jconunend its construc­
tion." 

Question put and pxcssed. 

APPROVAL OF P!.AX. 

HaN. A. H. BARLOW n.owd-
"1. That the Council approve of the 

plan, sedion, and book of reference of 
the proposed r.<tilway extension from Dir­
ranbandi, in length 51 miles 60 chains 
as received by me•ssage from the Legisla: 
tive Assembly on the 2nd December. 

"2. That such approval be notified to 
the Legislative Assembly bv message 
in the usual form." • 

Qu, stion put and passed. 

SPECIAL ADJOCRNME~T. 

II ox. A. H. BARLO\V : I b2g to move that 
the Council, at its rising, adjourn until \Vcd­
nPsday. I am pleased to inforw hon. mem­
bt,,rs that the excursion to-morrow in the 
'· Lucii,clu" will take place. The ladiec; of 
the Vird-regal p.;crty will be here, althour;h 
th2 Governer-G,,ncral hll:; had to leave. The 
first busine·<;s on \V edncsday will be the rf'sump­
timl of tile second-reading debate on the Co­
operatiw Sugar \Vorks Bill; then we shall 
rc>mme thc del~ate on tJ:e second reading on 
ihe Co-op•'rabve Agncult.ural Produdinn 
Bill ; and then take the motions connected 
with the :\fount Edwards to 11aryvale Rail­
\'t.~~ly. 

Question put and pass,'d. 
:r'he Council adjourned at twenty-two 

mmutes to 6 o'clock. 




