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Elections Acts

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Moxpay, 7 DECEMBER, 1914,

The Paesmine CHarMAN (Hon. W. F.
Taylor) took the chair at half-past 3 o’clock.

CRIMINAL CODE AMENDMENT BILL—
FISH - AND OYSTER BILL.

ASSENT.

The PRESIDING CHAIRMAN an-
nounced the receipt of messages from the
Lieutenant-Governor conveying His Excel-
lency’s assent to these Bills.

PAPER.

The following paper, laid on the table,
was ordered to be printed:—
Report of the Marine Department for the
vear 1913-1914.

ELECTIONS ACTS AMENDMENT BILL.

COXNSIDERATION IN COMMITIEE OF ASSEMBLY’S
MESSAGE.
(Hon, T. M. Hali in the chair.)

Clause 17 (now 18)—*‘ Compulsory voting”'—

_Hox. A, H. BARLOW said that the Coun-
cil had inserted the following paragraph:—

“The returning officer shall decide
whether such reason is a valid and suffi-
cient excuse for such failure to vote, and
shall write his  decision  on the said
notice.”

The Assembly agreed to the amendment with
the insertion of the words  after making all
reasonable inquiries’” after the word ‘‘ shall ”*
in the first line of the amendment. He
thought it was a very proper amendment,
and he moved that it be agreed to.

QQuestion put and passed.

Clause 19 (now 20)—"‘ Protection to
soldiers; electors on active service to have a
vote,” in which the Assembly agreed to the
Council’s amendments, omifting lines 47 to 60,
on page 8, and lines 1 to 1I, on page 19,
and to the proposed new paragraph, on page
9, with the following amendment:—

‘“Omit all the words after the word
‘ District,’” on line 17, to the word ¢sec-
tion,” on line 20, and insert the following :
—¢for which he is enrolled; and such
olector may, on the presoribed form,
nominate and appoint some person resi-
dent in Queensland to exercise such right
of voting on his behalf. Hvery such
nomination shall be attested by an
officer of the forces with which such
elector is serving not being below the
rank of captain, and shall be forwarded
by such officer to the Principal Electoral
Registrar, who shall forthwith advise the
returning officer of the district in which
the elector is enrolled. Thereupon the
person so nominated and appointed to
exercise such right of voting in lieu of
the elector may exercise such right. The
exercise of any such right shall be with-
out prejudice to any right to vote which
such person may have in his own personal
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capacity as an elector. Regulations may
be made by the Governor in Couneil for
giving full effect to this section.”

Hox. A. H. BARLOW said it would be
remembered that the Council eviscerated the
whole of the clause, and left it in the position
that it contained a declaration that members
of the Expeditionary Forces who were
electors were offered the vote, and the
Governor in Council could made regulations.
The Assembly desired to go back to the
original proposition in a slightly varied,
but more equitable firm. He asked the
Committee to consider the matter again.
1t was now approaching something like a
dispute between the two Chambers. He re-
minded hon. members, with the greatest
respect and without the slightest desire to
influence them, that this was a matter affect-
ing the election of hon. members of the
Assembly. He did not say that the Council
should not oppose anything that they
pleased, irrespective of consequences, but
hon. members were aware that the procedure
of Parliament was that, if any irreconcilable
difference arose between the two Houses,
the House in which the Bill originated laid
it aside and there was an end of it. - He
did not think that would be the case in
this instance—he hoped it would nobt--but it
would be a thousand pities to lose the Bill.
The opposition it had received at certain
hands was almost a proof that it was
a good Bill, and a just Bill, and a Bill which
would bring about purity of elections. If
it had no other good point about it, the
clearing of the rolls every two months was
very desirable to stop the tactics of the roll-
stuffer and the resurrcctionist. If the Com-
mittee agreed to the Assembly’s amend-
ment, he proposed that the Bill should be
returned to the Assembly with a message

stating - that the Council agreed - to the
Assembly’s amendment. . on - their - amend-
ment—

“but desive to. say that they do so
only under the very exceptional ecir-
cumstances of - the present Kuropean
war. They also desire to place on re-
cord their opinion that any system of
voting by proxy at any election for the
Legislative Assembly is under any
ordinary circumstances a highly danger-
ous expedient, and that their con-
currence with 1t under the present very
exceptional circumstances is not to be
drawn into a precedent in any future
legislation.”

He thought that would sufficiently guard
them against any future attempts to intro-
duce the principle of proxy voting into an
Tilections Bill, and he hoped the Committee
would allow the matter to pass with that
rider. He moved that the Committee agree
to the Assembly’s amendment to the Council’s
amendment.
Question put and passed.

The Council resumed. The Acting CHAIR-
MaN reported that the Committee agreed to
the Assembly’s amendment upon the Council’s
amendment in clause 19 (now 20), and agreed
to the other amendment made by the
Assembly in the Bill.

On the motion of Hox. A. H. BARLOW, the
Bill was ordered to be returned to the As-
sembly with the following message :—

“The Legislative Council agree with
the Legislative - Assembly’s amendment

Hon. A. H. Barlow.]
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upon the Council’s amendment in- clause
19 (now 20), and’ agree with the other
amendment of the Assembly in the Bill,
but in' agreeing to the  amendment in
clause 19 (now 20) they desire to suy that
it is only under the very exceptional cir-
cumstances of the present Europesn war.
They also desire to' place on record their
opinion - that  any system of “voting by
proxy at any election for the Legisiative
Assembly is, under any ordinary circum-
stances,-a highly dangerous  expedient,
and that their concurrence: with it under
the present very exceptional circumstances
1s not to be drawn into a precedent in
any .- future legislation.”

BOONAH SHOW GROUND BILL.
F1rsT READING.

This Bill, received by message from the
Legislative Assembly, was read a first time.
The zecond reading -was made an Order of
the Day for a later hour of the sitting.

TARA TOWARDS SURAT RAILWAY,
PraN RECEIVED -FROM =~ ASSEMBLY:

The ~ PRESIDING ~ CHAIRMAN ' an-
nounced  the " receipt of a  message  from
Assembly, forwarding the plan, section, and
book of reference of the proposed extension
from Tara towards Surat, in' length 49 miles
56 chains.

PraN REFERRED TO SELECT COMMITTEE.
Ho~.: A -H. - BARLOW, by leave, moved,

withount notice—

“That the plan; section, and hook of
reference -of the . proposed * railway ex-
tension - from -~ Tara ' towards Surai, ~in
length: 49 mileg 56 chains, be referred- to
a-Select Committes.

¢ That such- commitiec have power to
send - for - persons and papers, and leave
to- sit - .during  any - adjournment of ' the
Couneil ;- and that it consist of the follow-
ing’ members:—Mr, “W.  H. Campbell,
Mr. Hecdel, My, Parnell, Mr. Stephens,
and’ the mover.

Question put and' passed.

RAILLESS TRACTION BILL:
CONSIDERATION | IN COMMITTZE OF ASSEMBLY'S
MESRAGE.

Clause - 8~ Trolley: : vehicles not to  be
degmed heavy traffic” —

Hon."A. H. BARLOW : The first amend-
ment to . which the Assembly - disagreed was
the: Council’s omission - of eclause” 8. The
clause stated that trolley vehicles should not
be deemed to’ be or constitute extraordinary
traffic. within the  meaning  of any by-law
made by any loeal authority, The Assembly
thought it would be unsafe to  agree to the
omission of the clause. ' He moved that the
Council do not insist on' their' amendment.

Question put and passed.

Clauvse 10— Contributions ' towards - road-
making >’ —

Hox. A H.: BARLOW : The Council had
omitted the following words:—

“ Provided that nothing in this sechion
shall apply to trolley: vehicles run by the

[Hon, 4. H. Barlow.
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constructing -authority at cheap. fares for
the  labouring classes.”
The Assembly insisted that that  provision
should ' be restored. He "moved that the
Council' do not insist: on their amendment.
Question put and passed.

(Mause 11— Duration” of Order—

Hox. A H., BARLOW said that the As
sembly” disagreed to tho omission of clause
11 and to the insertion of the proposed new
clauses 11 and 12, becuuse they considered the
proposed new - clause 11, which empowered

the  Minister under: certain condi-

{4 p.m.] tions to purchase the undertaking

or any part thereof, was in viola-
tion of the privileges of “the Assembly, to
whom belonged thn sole right of initiation and
creating ckarges. - He therefore moved—

¢ That the Committee do not insist upon
their omission of clause 11, in the inser-
tion of new clause 11.7

Hon. A, G. Co HAWTHORN ;' When' the
Dill was in Commiittee the Attorney-General
suggested that the question of purchase would
be better dealt with by the new clause that
he " proposed. Before that' he¢ had agreed
to” add to clause 11 certuin’ words, enlarging
the  rights  of taxpayers so that they would
not~have to pay too much' in resuming
the undertaking.” The: Attorney-General con-
sidered’ the smendment whick he (Mr. Haw-
thorn) ‘suggested a ressonabls one,” and he
thought it would be better if they inserted
those words now:in clause 11 as’'it came to
them from the Assembly.  He was sure the
Assembly ‘would not  disagree to the amend-
ment.- His suggestion-was to insert sfter the
word ¢ goodwill,””” in" line 42, the = words,
“right of future use;”’” and  after the word
“ purchase” in the same line to insert the
words “ or.of any profits. which may or might
have  been or’ be made  from- the under-
taking, or any similar - considerations.” . He
also thought that it would” be necessary to
insert an' amendment limiting. the duration of
any Order - in Council to twenty-five vears.
If they did not do - that, the time would be
unlimited, and they ought” to' see  that no
Order: in" Council  gave a  franchise for =
longer tgrm than twenty-five years.

Hox. A. H. BARLOW asked leave to with-
draw his motion, with a view of giving effect
to the suggestion of Hon.. Mr. Hawthorn.

Motion (Mr. Barlow’s), by leave, withdrawn.

Hon. A. H: BARLOW moved—

“That * the - Committee . do mot . insist
upon the omission of clause 11, but pro-
pos# to ingert in line 42, after the word
“goodwill,” the words ‘richt of future
use,” and after the word ‘purchase;,’ in
the same" line, to insert the words ‘or
of any profits which may or might have
been, or be mude from the undertaking,
or any .similar considerations.””

Hox.. W. STEPHENS: If they did nof
adhere to - their original amendment,  they
might as well throw the Bill' in the waste-
paper basket. I there was to be no con-
sideration given for goodwill, no financiers
would think of starting an undertaking which
they would probably work at-a loss for some
vears,  and  then, as” soon as it -began to
make a profit, the local authority could step
in and: take it over at cost price.

Hon: M. JENSEN reminded the Hon. Mr.
Stephens of the instances cited by the Hon:
Mr. Hawthorn on’ the second reading of the
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Bill. " That hon. member " pointed out that
there was no compensation upon resumption
in the case of the Melbourne tramways, and
that on the Continent no compensation what-
ever was paid for goodwill. In this case the
cost of the frams. would be nothing like
what it would be in the case of an ordinary
tramwaz.  In the first place they were sav ed
the enormous cxpense of the rails, and in the
second: place, he understood, it~ was . highly
probable that where there were electric: w ires
already in existence, the railless tramway com-
pany could pay the clectric supply company
for " the use . of their electric cnergy. An
amendment having that. object in' view was
inserted in the schedule when the Bill was
before the other House. ' They might be sure
that no finenciers would enter into the  busi-
ness unless they could see a profit in it.

How. A, G C. HAWTHORN was rather
gurprised” that  the Hon. - Mr. Stephens—a
local authorities man—with his experience of
the Brisbane Tramways Company, should ad-
vocate that compensation should be paid for
goodwill.

Hon. W. STEPHENS ;- So' it showd.

THox. A Go C. HAWTHORN: On- the
second. reading he cited the case of the
Hobart tramways, where the company spent
£26,000 in construction. and the Council had
to pay £150,000 when they took the tramway
over. Ie- also cited the case of Edinburgh
Tramway ~ Company. - The ' value of  the
undertaking was asscssed at  £100,000, but
for goodwill and other things the company
W;».nted £600,000. There were many instances
where the amount claimed for goodwill' ran
into two ox three times  the- actual cost of
the tramway system.” It was not fair to the
local authoritics to allow such a provision to
rerain “in-the Bill. . If  their  amendment
were inserted, . a company would know the
exact position - before it -entered . into - any
agreement,

Hon. W,
under this.

Hox. A0 G0 CHAWTHORN - They
would. - The hon. member: said that the Too-
woonmba- Company had :(1 out ' because
they were not satisfied with the Bill,:but he
was informed by Mr. Roberts, the hon. mem-
ber-for East Toowoomba, that they were
quite satisfied with the Bill ax i passed the
other House. - He understuod_ they were not
going on with the business because of the
war. In the light of past experience they
should - see” that the ratepayers- had not-to
pay for any gosdwill in the future.

Jon. F. T BRENTNALL: It struek him
that this was very much like confiscation by
lf‘gl dation.” Would any busineis man in that

‘emmittee undertake the expenditure of a
large sum of money solely with the desire to
hclp the comymunity? If anybody went into
a speoulwtxon of that kind, he would go into
it’ with the hope of making it a saceess,
though in all probability it would not be a
success at first. The first tramways company
in Brisbane failed utterly.” The' shareholders
lost their money; no dividends whatever
were paid; and; when the present companv
came forward the old sharehelders were very
glad to get out: of it and to get back half
of their money.  The undertaking was more
orless of a speculative nature.- The company
that put in its money undertook the risk of
the speculation. They carried on the busi-

ness without a profit for some years in the

STEPHENS will- not - start

They
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hope that it would eventually turn out pro-
fitable. If they wanted people to help the
community by investing their money for the
public; then they should se¢ that' they had
a chance of making a profit. It was not fair
to allow a company to run a business, and
men. 28 soon as it began to make a pmﬁt
101 the lowal authcnty to step in and say,

“Weo want you to hand that business over
to us’ Thst was something like  confisca-
tien underlegislative powers.” They = were
ziving - local authorities power to do that,
aud the company . would have no voice in
the matter at all. As soon as the business
paid 5 per cent. per annum, the local authori-
ties could come’ forward and demand that it
s handed. over to them. - The trams did not
puy at -all in' Brisbane at first, but: when a
rew compeny took them over they bscame a
profitable ' concern. " 'Whether -that was due
toskilful  management: now ~ or unskilful
wanagement in the case of the old trams he
did not kneow.  When people put their money
into an undmtaklnq for the good of the com-
munity, and then by their” knowledge and
skill made it payable, no one, not even the
local authority thould he able to come for-
ward and sav, ‘“We are going to take’ this
over beeause it is a*paying coneern, and. you
iln oo to Hanover. or anywhere else  you
ke’

. Hox. P, MURPHY: Neither the Hon,
Ir. Stephens nor the: Hon. Mr. Brentnall
h«d mude out a. proper case. They both
forgot that this was an agreement between
a. company and- a local  authority, under
which: the' company had the uss of ' the
roads and bridges for a number of years,
and- at the end of that  term. the' local
authority ' had “the " right' to repurchase the
buziness by paung what: it had cost’ the
company. ~ He did not sce _any thing wrong
in the addition which the Hon. Mr. Barlow
had  moved. The' ecompany- would™ not -be
ableto inflate its' value’ largely by reason
of enormous profits, because the undertaking
had to be bought out by the local authority
at the end of the term they had agreed on.
A company might enter into an agreement
with ‘a local authuvtv for forty years, like
the Brishanc Tramways Company dld and
at the end the local authority would be able
to buy them out.” In the casc of the Bris-
bane: Tramways Company everyone under-
stood that the Brlsb sne City Council and the
other councils in Brighane would be able
to take over the concern for what it had
cost’ the Tramways. Company.

Hon. ! W. StepHexs: You have.:nop read
the law.

Hox. P. MURPHY: No, and a lot of

people: did- not” read’the” Act. It _appeared

’c1a+ in the Act them was-a provision that
the company could charge for goodwill at
the end of the time. They were charging
for goodwill after getting permission fo run
or the roads and bridges that had been
id for by the vitizens by means. of rates.

as the local authority entitled’ to nothing
at all for the use of their roads and bridges
for all those” years?

Hon. W. STEPHENS :
a tax.

Hox. P. MURPHY: The tax was very
small indeed.” It was different to_a railway.
When the Government buili a railway, they
bought the land: and they had fo make a
road for the rails, and they also had to fence
it in. - This- was merely -an agreement be-
tween . a  local  authority - and  a - company,

Hon. P, Murphy.}

Theyw pay for it by
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giving the company the right to use its
roads and bridges for fifty years. They
knew that these companics gencrally did
make a gocd thing out of the undertakings,
and thut was why it was better to have
the safeguard suggested by the Hon. Mr.
Hawthorn put into the Bill.

Hox. W. STEPHENS: The Hon. Mr.
Murphy said that he did not make out his
case, and he could say the same about the
hon. gentleman himself. The Hon. Mr.
Murphy said the arrangement was made be-
tween the Brishane Tramways Company and
the Brisbane Council. The Brisbane Council
had nothing to do- with it at all. The
Tramways {‘ompany just went to the Go-
vernment and got an Order in Council.
The hon. member made another slight
mistake when he said that under this Bill
an agreement could be made to give a com-
pany the right to run trams for fifty years
over the local authority’s roads and bridges.
If the hon. member had read the amend-
ment, he would have seen that it limited
it to twenty-five yvears—just half the period
he had stated. He was sure the hon. mem-
ber would not wilfully mislead the Com-
mittee. but he was wrong on those two points.
The Hon. Mr. Hawthorn said he was sur-
prised that he (Mr. Stephens) with all his
knowledge of the working of local authorities
should speak as he did. He had thirty
vears’ experience of local authoritiez, and he
knew that, if the local authorities had con-
structed, the trams in Brisbane instead of
allowing them to be run by the Brisbane
Tramways Company, it would have cost
them far more than the present company
were asking as the price of their goodwill.
Then, the local authorities would have made
a failure of the trams, because all the little
local authorities would be fighting one
another. In addition to .that, the citizens
of Brishbane would not have the benefit
of the good tram system which they enjoyed
to-day, The Hon. Mr. Murphy knew very
well that he would not put money into an
investment where he could only get his own
money back after twenty-five years.

o Hon. P. Murpuy: There are the profits
in the incantime.

Hox. W. STEPHENS: Anvone would
think that the hon. member was in the
Lower Flouse and that he was looking for
the votes of the people when he talked in
that way. If the Bill did not make pro-
vision for goodwill, then no intelligent eiti-
zens would put their money into it at all.

Hox. F. McDONNELL: The Hon. Mr.
Stephens had supplied the best arguments
in favour of the amendment when he quoted
the Brisbane trams. . The Brisbane Tram-
ways Company had a time limit of forty
years.

. Hon. W. Strruexs: I do not think there
is a limit.

Hox., F. McDONNELL: That was a
reason that they should have a limit in this
case. He thought the reasonable proposal
suggested by the Hon. Mr. Hawthorn should
be accepted. For a number of years there
had been a great desire on the part of the
Brisbane people to acquire the trams, and
there was no question that, if the trams had
been run by a joint local authority like those
in Adelaide, they would get far better value
from the trams.  He thought they would get

[Hon. P. Murphy.
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fur better value still if the Government ran
the trams, and not the local authorities at all.
He wan a strong believer in.the Government
running the Brisbane trams. (Hear, hear!)
If it came to a question between the Govern-
ment and the local authorities taking over
the Brisbane trams, he would favour the
Government doing it. (Hear, hear!) He
drew attention to the trams in Sydney, which
were run by the Gowernment. The Sydney
trams proved a splendid asset to the Govern-
ment of that State, and had been the means
of opening up miles and miles of suburbs
around Sydney. If the Queensland Govern-
ment had had the running of the trams in
Brisbane, there would be thousands of people
sottled in the suburbs of Brisbane which
were not settled at all at the present time.
He thought twenty-five years was a fair
time for a franchise for a tramway com-
pany. The Hon. Mr. Brentnall referred to
the old tramway system in Brisbane when
it was run at a loss. The reason the old
trams did not pay was because they were
obsolete, and because the system was old-
fashioned. In a progressive community they
could not expect an old-fashioned system to
succeed. When they introduced the electrie
system the trams were a success from the
start. He quite agrecd that the Brisbane tram
svstem had been skilfully managed; but, if
those tramms had been in the hands of the
Government instead of in the hands of a
private monopoly, they would have given a
far better service for the people all round,
and they would have had far more people
sottled in the suburbs than they had at the
present time. If the Government had the
running of the trams, they would not have
the incessant outery that they had experi-
enced -for the last four or five years in Bris-
bane sbout the trams not being able to
accommodate the people. There were not
sufficient cars for the people, and the neces-
sary extensions of the trams had not been
zarried out. These things would have been
attended to by the Government if they had
had the trams. He quite agreed with the
ITon. Mr. Stephens that no company would
invest their money unless it was good security
and they saw a chance of a proft. No com-
pany would go in for it unless they were sure
of making a profit on the undertaking. It
should be definitely laid down that the fran-
chise was only for twenty-five years. If a
company did not think it was wise to invest
its money in an undertaking with a franchise
of twentv-five years, they would not do it.
He thought it would be a good investment
for a city like Toowoomba to go in for a
tram system of this kind. He would like to
see the amendment incorporated in the Bill.

Hox. F. T. BRENTNALL: The Hon. Mr.
McDonnell said that, if the tramways had
been managed for the same length of time
by the Government as ‘they had been by a
private company, they would have been
equally as successful, and he -also referred to
the trams in Sydney. He was sorry that the
hon. member did not give a little of the
history of the Sydney trams, and show how
they were run. They knew that the Sydney
trams were overcrowded, and at certain hours
of the day it was impossible to get accom-
medation on them, as the crowd was so
great at Circular Quay. The hon. member
should also have told them whether the
Sydney trams were run at a profit or at a
loss.

Hon. E. W. H. FowLes: They had to in-
crease the fares in Sydney a short time ago.
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Hox. F. T. BRENTNALL: VYes, and if
the Brisbane trams had been run by the
Government they would also be run at a
loss. He believed in the managcement of
these affairs by private individuals. It was
the work that private individuals had done
in this way that had built up the Empire.
The management of the Brisbane trams
showed how trams could be run at a profit
as against the system in Sydney, where the
evidence showed that the trams were run at
a lous.

Hox. M. JENSEN: The Sydney tramways
were running at a loss merely because they
were running in the interests of the public:
Unliks the Brisbane Tramways Company,

they did not want to make &

[4.30 p.m.] profit of £200 a day. Their

fares were much lower than in
Brisbane. He thought they could travel to
South Head and back—a distance of 14 miles
—~for 6. Then. the fare from Circular Quay
to the railway station was only 1d., although
it was twice as long as any section in Bris-
bane. He¢ admitted that the population in
Svdney was very much greater than Bris-
bhane, but the tramways in Sydney were run-
ning in the interests of the public, and, in any
case, it was only within the last two years, he
believed, that they had been running at a loss.
Another difference was that the Sydnes
tramways were running out into the new

localities surrounding the city, and they were

running with the purpose of opening up
suburbs that would never be opened up if
the trams were in the hands of a company.
In Brisbane the Tramways Company had been
frequently appealed to to make extensions.
and had refused. Was it reasonable to sup-
pose that the Brisbane Tramways Company
—which .wantsd a profit of £200 a day—
could conduct their business as well as the
Commissioner for Railways in New South
Wales, who did not want any profit? Again, &
private company had to pay at least 25 per
cent. more for construction than the Govern-
ment  He might refer by way of illustration
to a certain syndicate raillway.. The company
wanted £400,000 to build that railway, and
issued debentures, and he believed they paid
£56,000 to raise the £400.000, and then had
to pay a higher rate of interest than the
Government paid for loan money.

Hox. W, STEPHENS: Every hon. men-
her on the other side was against the Bill,
and none of them addressed their remarks
to the Bill." Their one stock argument was
that the Government should own all the
tramways. If the Government should own
all the tramways. they were only wasting
their time in passing the Bill.

Hox. . McDONNELL: With respect to
what had fallen from the Hon. Mr. Brent-
nall, he thought it would be found that Syd-
ney tramways paid in some years, and that
they had never failed to pay for several
vears in succession. IFor a number of years
they paid handsomely. The population of
Svdney was nearly 700,000, and anyone who
visited the Redfern Railway Station between
3 and 8 o'clock in the morning would see how
the trams took thousands of passengers to
their destinations in a very short time. Of
course, there was no comparison between the
amount of traffic in Sydney and Brisbane.
With such a large population as there was
in Sydney, there must be more accidents.

_Hon. P. Murpny: There are less propor-
tionately than there are in Brishane.

{17 DEOEMBER.]
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Hox. F. McDONNELL: He belicved there
were. Hon. members who were familiar
with Sydney would remember that a few
vears ago there was scarcely a house a
few miles out of Sydney on the road to
South Heads. To-day there were tens of
tl:ousands of pecple settled in those suburbs,
and it was the same all round the city,
wherever the trams had gone. Although the
trams might be run at a loss, they had done
good work in opening up the suburban dis-
tricts, and, indirectly, they had been a source
of great profit to the Government. The
Hon. Mr. Stephens was quite right. Ile
{(Mr. McDonnell) was certainly in tavour of
the Government taking over the tramways;
but it must be remembered that it was the
Government who introduced the Bill; and
what hon. members were trying to do was to
amend it so that there ghould be a reagonable
limit to the franchise.

Question (Mr. Barlow’s motion) put and
passed.

THox. A. H. BARLOW : The new clause
which the Council inserted in place of clause
11 read.—

**No Order in Council issued in pursu-
ance of this Act to a constructing
authority shall be¢ for a term exceeding
twenty-five yoars.”’

The Assembly desired to omit that clause,
but he moved-— .

“That the Committee insist upon new
clause 11 because the term of twenty-
five years is a reasonable term to-allow
a company as a franchise.”

Hox. T. J. O’SHEA thought it would be
a mistake if the Committec insisted upon that
clause, because no Government would be able
to consider a proposition which included a
franchise for mores than twenty-iive years.

Hon, W. StepHENS: Yes, it would.
Hox. T. J. OSHEA: As far as he could

recolleet, the usunal minimum was forty-two
vears, but that did not say that the Governor
in Council was bound to give a franchise for
forty-two vears. If the Commitiee insisted
upon their now clause, it would preclude the
Governor in Council from considering any
proposal for a franchise of forty-two yecars
or for an unlimited period, as it was before.
He thought it would be wiser to leave it to
the Governor in Couneil in cvery instance to
prescribe the terms of the franchise.

Hox. E. W. H. FOWLES: Subclause (1)
of the clause as it came to them from the
Assembly provided that if, within six months
after the expiration of the period of twenty-five
years from the orginal grant of an Order in
Council to the constructing authority,” or
within six months after the expiration of
every subsequent period of three years, the
local authority served notice on the construct-
ing authority requiring the constructing
authority to sell the undertaking, then the
constructing authority was bound to sell to
the local authority. Supposing a company
securing a franchise for' twentyfive vears,
no local authority could step in until the
expiration of the twenty-five years. Then the
local authority had an option of stepping in
within six monthg after the end of the twenty-
five years. What was to prevent the local
authority simply lying by for the six months,
allowing the whole of the works to depre-
ciate and then stepping in and taking over what
was practically scrap iron at scrap iron value?
There was a gap of six months botween the

Hon. E.W. H. Fowles.]
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period of the franchise and the time when the
local authority could step in, and that gap
was not- filled: in.” The .difficulty might be
overcome if they amended the clause to read-—

“If, within_six months before the ex:
piration of the period’ enacted in. the
original: grant of an Order in: Council.”

That would allow the original grant to be
issued for twentr-four years.and six months,
and would give the other six months for the
local authority to make up its mind what it
was going to do. Furthermore, the clause as
it came to them from the Assembly provided
that, unless the local authority exercised their
option at the end of the twenty-five years, or
within six months thercafter, the company
might continue for a further three years. Would
not the extension for three years be forbidden
by the very clause which they were now pro-
posing: tc put in, which said that the franchise
was to be for twenty-five years? Could they
extend it for. another threc vears beyond
that? In view of what had' arisen over the
Brisbane Tramways Company, it was just
as well to make the clause clear.  They might
be in favour of limiting the term to.twenty-
five vears, and then there would be a period
of "six months in which nothing would be
done.’ The whole thing would be hung up,
and no'trams would be run while the loeal
authority was making arrangements to take
them over:

Ton. T J. O’Sara: No. . The trams weuld
go on running just the same.

CHoxo BEo W 'H. FOWLES: Not if they
limited: the franchise to twenty-five years.

Hon, 'T. J. O'Sura: They would get un
extension - for three: years.

Hox.E.:W. H. FOWLES: It was quite
clear, if thev accopted the amendment, that
it wounld enly be for twenty-five years.

Hon. A: G: C. HawrHORY : They may culy
take it for twenty years.

Hox, I -W. H, FOWLES: The system of
railless “traction was in  its’ experimental
stage, and a company going in for it might
drop thousands of pounds, so it was almest
certain they weuld' take the longest term
they possibly could. * They had horse trams
in’ Brisbane at one time, and they were run
at a loss, and it was only with the' advent
of -electrieity, plus Mr. Badger; that the
trams - besame. a pavable concern. - They
would probably have aeroplanes before: rail-
less  traction became a paying concern. At
any rate, no sompany in  its senses would
asle the Govermyent  for less than twenty-
five years, o

Hox. A, G. C. HAWTHORN : In order to
make: it quite clear, he moved the omission
of the words:** twenty-five”” with the view of
inserting the words * twenty-six.”

Amendment (M. Hawthorn’s) agreed to.

Amendment (Mr:
agreed to.

Clavse 12—* Purchase -of - undertaking by
local’ authority or joint local authority ’—
S Hox. A HI.BARLOW : This clause was
inserted by the Council,” but it was objected
to by the Assembly because it was a viola-
tion of ‘the privileges of the  Assembly, to
whom belonged the sole right of initiating
and- cresting charges. - He moved that the
Council do not insist. on.the insertion of the
new clause,

Question put-and passed.

[lon, BoW. H. Fowles.

Barlow’s), as amended,

[COUNCIL ]

Agriculiural Production Bill.

The Council resumed.  The Acting CHAIR-
#MaxN rveported that the Comaittee did not
insist upon' some amendments, and insisted
upon others with -amendments, and the re-
port was adopted.

On the motion of How. A, H. BARLOW,
the Bill was ordered to be relurned to the
Assembly. by message in: the usual forn.

MALANDA TO MILLAA MILLAA
RAILWAY:

Pran RECEIVED - FROM  ASSEMBLY.

The PRESIDING CHAIRMAN announced
the receipt of a message from the Assembly.
forwarding the plan, section, and book of
reference - of “the  proposed branch  railway
from Malanda to 3Millaa Millaa, second sec-
tion; in: length 8 miles 24 chains.

Prax REFERRED TO -SELECT COMMITTEE.
Hox." A. H. -BARLOW, by leave, moved

without notice—

**That the plan, section. and book of
reference of the proposed railway exten-
sion from Malanda o Millaa Millaa,
sceond section, in length 8 miles 24 chains,
be referred to a Select Committee:

“That " such” Committee’ have power
to send for persons and papers, and leave
to sit’ during any adjournment of the
Clouncil ;- and thyt it consist of the' fol-
lowing  members :—&Ir. - W. H.  Camp-
bell, " Mr. -Hodel,  Mr.  Parnell, Mr.
Stephens, and the mover.”’

Question ‘put and- passed.

CO-OPERATIVE AGRICULTURAL
PRODUCTION. BILL.

SECOND - READING.

Hox, AL H. BARLOW ' I move that this
Bill be now read a second time. I do not
propose -to push-the Bill through to-day, as
the Hon. Mr. Stephens desires to move the
adjournment  of the: debute. This is a Bill
to provide for advances: in aid of co-operative
enterprise in connection with the manufacture
of primary products of  agriculture.  Thosc
products are sot forth in' the interpretation
clauze, and  include . butter, cheese, milk,
bacon, - cornflour, flour, cotton, grain’ meal,
jam, preserved -fruits, and -such other pro-
ducts of the soil as the Governor in' Council
may- direct from time to time. -~ Then, it goes
on to say that any eo-operative company mey
malke application to the Minister for advances
in aid of the construction.of works by the
company under this Act. Every such applica-
tion shall be accompanied by a copy of the
memorandum- and articles of association of
the company. A majority of the shares'of
the company shall always be held by persons
who are producers’ of  the primary products,
or some of them, in respect of -which the busi:
ness of the company is to be carried on. It
is provided, further, that no dividend greatsr
than 4:per cent. per annum shall be paid
until the advances made: by the Government
have been repaid. It shall not be competent
for the company to alter thess provisions.

The articles - of - association. must

[6 p.m.] -also " contain ~ provision = with
respect to  what are called “ dry’’
sharsholders, . Clause 4 provides for every
application to be submitted by’ the Minister
to a valuer or wvaluers for report.. Clause 5
provides that.advances may be made by the
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Minister out” of moneys annually appro-
priated by Parliament for the purposes of
such- advances;” Clause .6 provides that no
advances shall be made to any company to
an’ amount excceding one-half of the cost of
the works, nor unless nor until one-half of
the capltal of-the company has been actually
paid up by the sharcholders. -~ That is to
give it some sort of & backbone by insisting
that no company shall be trading on Govern-
nment  money on- the - aeroplane - principle.
Clause 7 allo“s advances to -be made to a
company- in' respect of ~works already con-
structed, provided that no such advance shall
be mude until it has been approved by a
resolution of beth Houses of Parliament.” No
advance -is” to be made. except upon the
security of ' a mortgage or mortgages to the
Minister over the works in respect of which
such advance: is- made; and upon such other
security as to the Governor in Council may
seemt” fit.. The amount of the advance to a
company shall: be’ deemed to be a loan by
the Minister to the company for a period of
sixteen years from the Ist July next succeed-
ing the date of the advance, and is to bear
interest-at the rate of 4 per cent. per annum.
During the first two years no part of  the
prineipal money shall be repayable, and in-
terest only is to be payable by the company
during that period.  During the remainder of
the term: of the loan redemption pavments
are’ to be made’ at the rate of £9 9s. 4d:
per - cent.  per annum.’ The' Minister may
from time to time: permit the company to
pay off the whole or any portion of the
moneys advanced at any time before - they
are duo The payment of the annual instal-
ments: is to be a first' charge on the profits
of the company. -Power is given in clause 10
for the Minister {o enforce the payment of
arrears by putting in & recsiver—I presume
that is-if there is anything to receive.  The
Minister is to be allov& ed credit for all sums
advanced by him in"pursuance of the Act.
The Minister, on-behalf of the company, is
to be given power from time to time to take,
purchage. centract for the use of, or otherwise
provide any land which may be required for
the works, or any tramway, wharf, or ofher
work -in connection therewith, and to acquire
running - rights  over  any tramwav The
powers of resumption are to be  exercised
under- the Public Works Land Resumption
Act of 1906, In estimating the compensation
to-be paid on'the resumption  of-land by
the company, no allowance is to be made for
any increase in’ the value of such land by
reason of the construction, or proposed con-
struetion; or: purchase, or proposed purchase
of tho worke, or any other mutter arising out
of the exercise of powers under:the Act.” The
company in” whom' any works are for tne
time being ‘ vested may, with the approval
of the Governor in Couneil, construct, lay
down, maintain; and work any tramway upon
any road or land, and may use thereon any
locomotives and rolhnzr stock, drawn. or Pro-
pelled by animal, steam,- or other. motive
power. Pov»m is given hy the Governor in
Clouncil to make regulations.” This is. a Bill
to - assist co-operative enterprise.  Co-opera-
tion' seerms tobe’ the remedy for everything
nowadays in connection with-the manufacture
and storage of primary agricultural products.

Hox. W.- STEPHENS : I beg to: move ihe
adjournment- of the debate.

Question put and passed.

The resumption of the debate was made an

Order of ‘the Day for the next sitting of the
Couneil,

[7 DECEMBER.)
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BOONAH. SHOW GROUND BILL:
SECOND READING.

Hox. A H. BARLOW : This is a Bill to
enable the - trustees of the Boonah Show-
ground ‘to mortgage the land  comprised in
deed of grant No. 105853 for the sum- of
£2,000, for the purpose of erecting buildings
and making improvements upon fthe show-
ground, after” payment of any existing lia-
Dilities in respect of the buildings or im-
provements alreads erected upon tho ground.
The Bill was referred to a Sclect Committee
by the Assembly, which took evidence, and
favourably reported upon the Bill, and the
Bill' was passed: through the Assemblv with-
out' ameundment. I beg to move that the Bill
be nos read a second time.

Question put and passed.

CoMMITTEE AND THIRD READING.

“The Bill was passed through these stages
without * discussion - or - amendment, and
ordered  to be returned to the Assembly by
message-in the usuwal form.

MILES TO TAROOM RAILWAY
(SECOND: SECTION).

ADOPTION .OF REPORT OF SELECT COMMITTEE.

HO\* Al I BARLOW, in moving—

“That' the report of the Select Com-
mittce on the proposed railway exivnsion
from Miles to ‘Taroom (<econd section) be
now- adopted,”

said 17 Some remarks” were made on-a pre-

vicus occasion’ about thesc railway nwofions,

and I can only repeat that all T can do is

to read to hon. members what the Deputy

Railway - Commissioner -~ says “about  them,

Regarding this railway, Mr. Pagan' sayi-—

“REVENUE  AND - EXPENDITURE.—This
railway forms- the' connecting link " be-
tween Miles® and Taroom, in the vicinity
of which town there is.a fair population.
It will also serve a large arca now under
pastoral - lease,  which, ho“eve” is suit-
able for hlo:.er sottlement,  and I antiei-
pme grazing will, to a very great extent,
all be ‘ephced b" arfrlculture From the
latest stock return, T observe that there
are 70,000 cattle and 25,000 sheep-in the
district, so’ that a fair livewstock traffic
mayv be cupected. T estimate the revenue
at 232, and- the ezptndxtuh provid-
ing for a train serviee of ome tram cach
way two days a weeck, at’ £4,652, leaving
a net revenue of £1,640, equal to 18s. 4d.
per cent. on-the (anltal
“* RECOMMENDATION, —Although™ the  net
revenue is not sufficient to m teot” interest
on capital invested, I have every reason
to believe that in g few years with the
inercased - settlement - the railw ay - will
bring, - that this -line " will - become re-
munerative, and I-therefore recommend
its construction.” - =
Question put and passed.

APPROVAL OF PLAN.

Hox. A, H. BARLOW moved—
¢ 1. That' the Couneil’ approve of the
plan, section,” and book' of reference of
the proposed ~railway - cxtension from
Miles - to. Taroom . (second  section), - im

Hon. A. H. Barlow.]
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length 41 miles 76 chains, as received by
message from the Legislative Assembly
on the 1st Dceember.

*2. That such approval be notified to
the Legislative Assembly by message in
the usual form.”

‘Question put and passed.

MURGON TO PROSTON RAILWAY.
Aporrioxn oF REPORT OF SELEeT COMMITTEE.

Hox. A. H. BARLOW, in moving—

*“ That the report of the Select Com-
mittee on the proposed branch rail-
way from Murgon to Proston, also of
propesed branch railway to Windera, be
now adopted,”

said: We examined several railway officials
on this railway and on a number of other
railways, and we unanimously recomnend
the construction of the railway. Mr. Pagan,
the Deputy  Commissioner, in his report,
says—

“REVENUE AXD  EXPENDITURE.—The
traffic to be obtained from the district
traversed by these branches will con-
sist _of cattle, dairy produce, agricul-
tural products, timber, passengers, and
general merchandise, and, as a very
large area is settled lands, I estimate
that the revenue to be derived there-
from will be equal to £250 per mile, or
£9,500 per annum. The expenditure
(£0,086) allows for one train per day
cach way over both branches.

* RECOMMENDATION.—The district bene-
fited by these two railways covers an
area of 1,108 square miles; of this, 367
square miles are held as agricultural
farms and 573 square miles as grazing
farms. The Mondure Estate, which is
7 to 15 miles from Murgon, consists of
22,000 acres, and is being cut up into
144 farms.  The total number of cattle
(according to the latest stock returns)
within the railway district is given at
31,000.  Vacant Crown land—pastoral
leases and reserves—totalling an area of
164 square miles is available for closer
settlement.  The soil throughout is
generally good, and the maize industry
15 growing considerably; the crop raised
is estimated at between 70 and 80 bushels
to the acre. With the advent of a rail-
way the whole district is likely to ad-
vance rapidly and become thickly popu-
lated. A quantity of timber is available.
Although I do not anticipate that the
revenue derived from these railways will
for the first few years be sufficient to
pay working expenses and interest on
capital, I see no reason, when the dis-
trict has had the advantage of a rail-
way to open it up, why it should not
brove as remunerative as other railways
in the same district.”

Question put and passed.

APPRogAL OF PLAN.

Hox. A. H. BARLOW moved—

“1. That the Council approve of the
plan, section, and book of reference of
the proposed branch railway from Mur-
gon to Proston, in length 26 miles 22
chains; also of proposed branch railway
to Windera, in length 11 railes 43 chains,
as received by message from the Legis-
lative Assembly on the 26th November.,

[Hon. A. H. Barlow.
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2. That such approval be notified to
the Legislative Assembly by message in
the usual form.”

Question put and passed.

ROCKIHAMPTON TO ALTON DOWNS
RAILWAY.

ApowriioNn or Rerort oF Serrer COMMITTEE,

Hox. A. H. BARLOW, in moving—

“That the report of the Selizet Com-
mittee on the proposed railway exten-
sion from Rockhamptron to Alton Downs
be now adopted,”

said: The Deputy Commissioner for Rail-
ways gives the following cortificate in re-
ference to this railway:—

“ ReEvENTE AND ExpEnDITURE.—This line
will puss through a rich agricultural and
closely settled district. The traflic over
the major portion of the line will not
be heavy, but it is anticipated that a
fair suburban traffic may be expected
for the first few miles. The revenue de-
rived from this line after its completion,
with - the prospect of additional settle-
ment, will, T estimate, equal £4,5850. The
expenditure, allowing for a tri-weekly
service to the terminus and two trains
per day over the suburban area, may be
set down at £3.642, giving a small net
revenue of £1,008, which 1s equal to £1
13s. 6d. on the capital invested.

“ RECOMMENDATION.—I do not  antici-
pate that this line will be a paying pro-
position from the start, but, as it will
open up a considerable arca of Crown
lands, and make available the rich agri-
cultural country which is traversed by
the line,  further settlement will be en-
couraged; and, as the majority of those
within the benefited area have expressed
their willingness to meet any deficits, I
recommend that the line be built.”

Question put and passed.

APPROVAL OF PLAN.

Hox. A. H. BARLOW moved—

“1. That the Council approve of the
plan, section, and book of reference of
the proposed branch railway from Rock:
hampton to Alton Downs, in length 17
miles 40 chains, as recelved by message
from the Legislative  Assembly on the
26th November.

**2. That such approval be notified to
the Legisaltive Assembly by message
in the usual form.”

Question put and passed.

LANEFIELD TO ROSEVALE RAILWAY.
ADOPTION .  OF REPORT OF SELECT . COMMITTEE.

Hox. A. H. BARLOW, in moving---

¢ That -the report of the Select Com-
mittee on the proposed branch railway

from Lanefield to Rosevale be now
adopted,”
said: The Deputy Commissioner for Rail-

ways in his report on this line says—

“ REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE.—This line
is purely an agricultural railway, and,
from past experience of the earnings
of lines through similar districts. - I do
not anticipate a very large revenue, and
have set 1t down as equal to £160 per
mile, making a total -of  £2,650 " per
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annum. As this line will be worked from
Ipswich, I have allowed for one train
each way per day; with this service, I
estimate the ecxpenditure at £2,295,
leaving a net revenue of £355 per
annum-—cqual to 9s. 6d. per cent. on the
capital cost; but it is very possible that
the traffic offering on this line may
manage with three trains per week, in
which case the expenditure will be less.

¢ RECOMMENDATION.—This railway will
serve a very fine agricultural district,
which is largely sottled upon. The
principal industry being agriculture and
dairying, which is a low-class traffic, I
do not, therefore, anticipate that the line
for the first few years will pay more
than working expenses, but, as it will
provide railway facilities which will en-
able the settlers to more readily and con-
veniently reach the markets, 15 must in
time improve; and, as the burden of
meeting the interest rests with the rate-
payers within the benefited distriet, I
recommend its construction.”

Question put and passed.

APPROVAL OF PLAN.
Hox. A. H. BARLOW moved—

‘1. That the Council approve of the
plan, section, and book of reference of
the proposed branch railway from Lane-
field to Rosevale, in length 16 miles 45
chains, as received by message from the
Legislative Assembly on the 1st Decem-

er.

2. That such approval be notified to
the Legislative Assembly by message in
the usual form.”

Question put and passed.

ENOGGERA TO TERROR’S CREEK
RAILWAY.

ADOPTION OF REPORT OF SELECT (JOMMITTEE.

Hox. A. H. BARLOW, in moving—

“That the report of the Select Com-
mittee on the proposed railway extension
from Enoggera to Terror’s Creck be now
adopted,”’

said: The Deputy Commissioner reports as
follows : —

“REVENUE AND  EXPENDITURE.—The
district is not unlike the country
traversed by the Dugandan, Crow’s Nest,
and Killarney lines, the revenue from
which last year was £465, £283, and £373
per mile respectively. The charges per
ton per mile on the Terror's Creck line
will (owing to the shorter distance) be
slightly higher, and after a few years
it should earn as much as other farming
lines, not to speak of the extension of
suburban passenger traffic, which iz sure
to follow the railway. I have set down
the earnings at £360 per mile, or £8,820
per annum.

“If two trains per day are required,
I estimate the expenditure at £6,377 per
annum, leaving a net revenue of, say,
£2,443, which is cqual to £1 6s. 11d.
per cent. on a capital of £181,289, on
which the interest has been calculated.
Seeing that in a letter from the Prime
Minister of the Commonwealth to the
Premier of Queensland, dated 14th Sep-
tember, 1911, a promise was made that,

if a deviation of the route was adopted
so as to pass close to the Enoggera Rifle
Range and military arca, his Government
was prepared to ask Parliament to ap-
prove of the payment by the Common-
wealth of a subsidy up to £4,000 towards
the extra cost involved by the deviation
in question, and thiz deviation has been
provided for on the plans. The payment
of this amount will reduce the capital cost
so far as the ratepayers of the benefited
area are concerncd.

““ RECOMMENDATION.—A great deal of
settlement has taken place all along the
route, with the exception of the first
few miles, where the country is poorer,
but it is capable of considerable expan-
sion; and, after visiting the district, I
am satisfied that rail communication
would enable a large population to make
a comfortable living. I was impressed
with the fertility of the soil, and it ap-
peared to me that a railway should con-
vert this neighbourhood into a market
garden for the metropolis. 1 do not think
it is generally known that there exists
such beautiful scrub country within 20
miles of Brisbane. Although the line
may not earn sufficient to pay interest
and working expenses for a year or two,
the shortage to ke made up by the resi-
dents will not be nearly such a heavy
burden as they are now bearing owing
to the want of the line, the construction
of which I have much: pleasure in re-
commending.”

Question put and passed.

APPROVAL OF PrLAN.

Hox. A. H. BARLOW moved—

‘1. That the Council approve of the
plan, section, and book of reference of the
proposed railway extension from Enoggera
to Terror’s Creek, in length 24 miles
37 chains, as received by message from

; the Tegislative Assembly on the 26th
November.

2. That such approval be notified to
the Legislative Assembly by message im
the usual form.”

Question put and passed.

GATTON TO MOUNT SYLVIA BRANCH
RAILWAY.

ApoPrTiON OF REPORT OF SELECT COMMITTEE.

Hox. A, H. BARLOW, in moving—

“That the report of the Select Com-
mittee on the proposed branch railway
from Gatton to Mount Sylvia be now
adopted,”

said: The Deputy Commissioner in his re-
port on the anticipated revenue and expendi-
ture, says—

“This railway will serve settled country
from which district the produce now
comes to Gatton and Grantham, Taking
the figures for this traflic on last vear's
basis, I do not consider it will exceed
more than about £1.820 per annum at
the start, and tho expenditure, allowing
for two trains per day, six days per week,
I estimate will be £1,619, or £201 lcss
than the revenue. which, is equal to 7s.
11d. per cent on the capital invested.”

Hon. 4, H. Barlow.]
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He then makes” the following recommenda-
fion—

““The traffic from this' line will be
principally dairying products and agri-
culture, with « few head of cattle and
horses, which at present finds its: way
either to’ Gatton  or Granthsm. ' The
construction of the railway will provide
facilities in transit’ which certainly are
very much needed,’ owing to the rough
country over which a:large portion of
the present traffic has to traverse to reach
the main line. " The advent of a railway
will; no deubt, induce settlers to put more
land under cultivation, and: it will throw
open ‘a considerable area of grazing
country beyond Mount Sylvia which is
new in the hands of the Crown.  Although
I'do not anticipate that the line will pay
for some time, still, in view of this and
the fact that it will provide butter means
of getting their produce to market, and
that  they "are' prepared to defray any
deficiency, I recommend the construction
of "the line.”

Question put and passed.

APPROVAL .OF Prax:

Hox. Al H. BARLOW moved—

1. That the Council approve of the
plan;- section, and ' book of reference of
the proposed branch railway from Gatton
to Mount Syivia, in length 11 miles 30
chains, as received by message from: the
{;eg}»s‘lutwe Assembly: on the 1st' Decem-
ber.

.72, That such approval be notified to
the Legislative Assembly by message
in the wsual form.”

Question put and passed.

GOCNDOON " TOWARDS  KALLIWA
CREEK BRANCH RAILWAY.

ADOPTON: OF. REPORT OF SELECT COMMITTEE.'

Hox. A H. BARLOW, in moving —

‘“That the report of the Select Com-
mittee _on the proposed branch railway
from- Goondoon  towards Kalliwa Creek
be now adopted,’’ .

said : The Commissioner (Mr. Evans) reports
as follows with regard to this line:—

“Ths revenue derived from this rail-
way will be sugar, general agricultural
preduce, dairying, and timber, and I
estimate that an annual revenue cqual to
about- £200 per mile may be expected.
This" would’ represent a total of £6,150
per annum. The expenditure, allowing
for three trains ver weck each way,
which I consider will be ample for some
ime to come, I estimate at £4,886, leav-
ing a net vevenuc of £1,264 towards the
interest on eapitzl.

** The main feature in the construction
of this line will be the opeping up’ of
country for closer settlement, and give
ascess to a very large timber area. A
central mnill has koen established, and a
large portion of . the country will ‘be
utilised for sugar-growing.,  The heavy
cost of construction of the railway does
not: permit of its being a paying proposi-
tion at the start, and for some’ time I
do-not anticipate that it will much more
than pay working expenses, but. as it will

[Hon. A H. Barlow.

[COUNCIL,]

said ;" The
reports—

Mundubbera, Etc., Rainvay.

ba very much cheaper for the settlers
to pay the necessary railway rate to
cover . any deficit than  continue- the
present metacds of transport, and, as the
advent of a railway will throw open a
considerable  quantity of ‘land - for closer
settlement, I am preparved. to recommend
its" construction.”
Question put and passed.

APPRyVAL OF PLAN.
At:5.30 p.om,,
Hon.  A. H. BARLOW moved—~
“1.. That- the” Couneil approve of the

plan, - section, and' book . of  reference of
the proposed branch railway froin Goon-
doon towards Kalliwa' Creck, in length
30- miles- 60 chains, as received by mes-
sage from the Legislative Assembly. on
the 2nd December.

2. That such approval be notified to
the Legislative Assembly by message in
the wsual form.”

Question - put: and passed.

MUNDUBBERA TO NORTHERN
BURNETT RAILWAY.

ADOPTION, OF REPORT OF SELECT COMMITIEE.

Hox. 4. H. BARLOW, in moving—

“That the report of the Select Com-
mittee on the proposed railway extension
from” Mundubbera to'the Northern Bur-
nett be now adopted,”

Commissioner - for' . Railways

** REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE.—This ex-
tension will serve a fair amount of closely
settled " Jand, and “will open up’ large
tracts of timber, dairying, and’ agricul-
tural country.’ I’ consider that a revenue
equal to £160 per mile per annum may
be expected, which  will return a ' gross
revenue -of £5,080 per -annum.  The ex-
penditure, which provides for a daily train
each way, T estimate at £4,679, leaving a
net revenue of £401, which is equal to 5s.
4d. per cent. on:the capital cost.

** RECOMMENDATION.—This line is - an
extension -of the Gayndah-Mundubbera
Railway for the purpose of opening up
splendid lands in:the Upper Burnett for
closer settlement. The section iy 31 miles
60 chains in length, and will terminate
for the present 65 miles beyond Eidsvold.
The route followed is practically the same
as recommended by my officers in their
report which -was submitted to Parlia-
ment in 1910,  and, as the railway is
essential for the purpose of making avail-
able large tracts of rich land now held
by the Crown, I recommend its construc-
tion.”

Question put and’ passed.

APPROVAL OF PLAN.

Hox. A H. BARLOW moved—

1. That the Council approve of the
plan, scetion, and book of reference of the
proposed  railway extension from Mun-
dubbern to ' the  Northern Burnett, in
length: 31 miles 60 chains, as received by
message from the Legislative Assembly on
the 2nd Decemiber.

*2.'That such approval be notified to
the Legislative Assem:bly by message in
the usual form.”’

Question’ put and- passed.




Special Adjournment. [7 DECEMBER.]

DIRRANBANDI RAILWAY EXTENSION.
ADOPTION . OF REPORT . OF - SELECT COMMITTEE.

Hox. A, H. BARLOW, 'in moving—

“That the report of the Select Com-
mittee on the proposed railway extension
from Dirranbandi be now adopted,”

said: We cannot go wrong here. . This is an
extension of the border railway.: The Com-
missioner for Railways says—

“REVENUE = AND  EXPENDITURE.—The
revenue will be chiefly live stock - and
general supplies, and, on the basis of
the traffic carried  over the: section be-
tween Thallon and Dirranbandi, I have
set, down' the revenue of this extension
at £160 per mile, which = will return
£8,320. The expenditure I estimate at
£6.556, leaving a net revenue of £1,764
or. 17s. 7d. per cent. on the capital cost.

¥ REcOMMENDATION.—The - terminus  of
the South-western line at Dirranhandi is
sitnated on - the eastern bank  of the
Balonne River, and as there is no bridge
over this river. or over the Culgoa River
5 miles” to" the  west thereof, and both
these rivers are' for months at a time
uncroszable for vehicles, the traffic: now
won-to the railway comes only from the
north” and south of ‘the line, all - traffic
from ~west of this' terminus passes over
the' Queensland border into New Suuth
Wales. " This  extension  will - secure to
Queensland railways and ports:its legiti-
mate trade, and direct into its natural
channel -~ the ' South-western  traffic.
Although' I do not consider ' that the
revenuc' carned by this section will, at
the start, - be sufficient “to  cover both
working cxpenses and interest on capital
expendsd, I, for the' reasons  quoted
above, - strongly -racommend its construe-
tion:”

Question put” and pessed:

APPROVAL OF Prax.

Hoxn," A. H. BARLOW moved—

“1.-That the Council approve of the
plan, section, and book of reference of
the proposed railway extension from Dir-
ranbandi, in length 51 miles 60 chains,
as received by message from the Legisla-
tive Assembly on the 2nd December.

2. That such approval be notified to
the ' Legislative - Assembly by message
in the usual form.”

Question put and passed.

SPECIAL ADJOURNMENT,

Hox. A. H. BARLOW: I beg to move that
the Council, at its rising, adjourn until Wed-
nesday. I am pleased to inform hon. mem-

that the excursion' to-morrow in- ithe
b bR
&

oy
 Luci will take place.. The ladies of
the Viee-regal party will be here, although
the Governer-General has had to leave. The
first business on Wednesday will be the resump-
tion of the second-reading debate on the Co-
operative Sugar Works Bill; then we shall
resume the debate on the second reading on
the'  Co-operative  Agricultural Production
Bill; and then take the motions connected
with the Mount Edwards to Maryvale Rail-
way.

Question put and passed.

The ' Council " adjourned " at. twenty-two
minutes to 6 o’clock.

Questions.
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