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::\ImmAY, 23 XoYEMBER, 1914. 

Th<> SPEAKER (Hon. W. D. Armstrong, 
Lockyer) took the chair at half-past 3 o'clock. 

Ql-ESTIOXS. 
TEAC"HERs I;:.; ExPEDITIONARY FoRC'ES. 

Mr. GRA:XT (Fitzroy), on behalf of ~lr. 
Stevens. asked the Secretary for Public 
Instruetion-

,, \Yhat steps have been taken to eon­
serve the intere•.ts d those State sehoul 
teaeh<'rs who ha, e joined or may join 
the Expeditionary Forces with i'egard to 
~heir participation !;1 the '-•uperannuation 
Insurance .t>chen1e? 

ThP SECRETARY FOR P'CBLIC IX­
STRl-CTIOX (Hon. J. W. Blair, Ipswich) 
replied-

.. On 24th Scptemb0r last the ChiP£ 
f'l·• r··tary replied a. follvws to a que·•· 
tion by the member for Fitzroy:-

' The Government will providL•-
1. The entir0 contributions to the 

,;upcrannuation fund, in cases where 
the military pay is less. by such 
<'Olltributions or by a gn~atcr 
amount. than the civil pa3. 

2. So much of the contributions to 
the ouperannuation fund as added 
to i he military puy would make 
the latt0r eqnal to the civil pay, in 
ea~;"s w heH~ the cxep'\"~ of ciYil pay 
oYer military pay is le-ss than the 
amount of the said contribution'· 
In all oth0r eases the public ser­
vant himself will pi'onde the con­
tribution~,' 

Tlw DcparhlH'1it of Public Instruction is 
aeting in UC'C'onl.ant ~~ \vith that arrange~ 
uwnt.'' 

\VHE.\T GRO\!'I::i"G I::i" C.F.::i"TF \L Qt:EEXSLAXD. 

:\Ir. ADA:\ISOX (llocklwmptoN) asked the 
Premicr-

''1. I'i it tru<'. ''' ,,tated in the metro­
politan Pr03s, that the Governnwnt are 

· arranging for the <\xt(\n:"ion of the \vheat­
growing areas in Queensland'? 

·• 2. If so, will the areas of land in 
Centrul Queen,land capttblc of growing 
whce1t be included in these arrange­
Inent~? ~' 

The PRE:\IIER (Hon D. F. Denham, 
O.rll!!) r•,plied-

" 1. l~nd0r approw•d conditions, the 
GoYernmf'nt will provide seed wheat, 
and, if nccc''3ary, assist to get the crop in. 

"2. The• sam<' consideration will be 
extcildcd to Central as to Southern 
Queensland." 

AcCO:ID!ODATION AT BABINDA. 

Mr. :McCOR~IAf'K (Cairns) asked the 
Treasurer-

" 1. Is he aware that the closing of the 
hotels in the Babinda area has left the 
place without any accommodation for 
the travelling public'? 

"2. Will he expedite the leasing of 
the township land at Babinda so that 

aC'C'Onlniodation houses n1a v be erected,. 
or will he toke action to· provide such 
ar'1'onnnoda6on under C'lause 11. ::::ubscc­
tic;n 4. of the t:lngar \Yorks Guarantee 
Act. 1911?" 

The TRE.\Sl..RER (Hon. W. H. Barnes, 
Bulim/Ja) rcplied-

'·1. Xo. 
''2. Ye~ .. , 

SUPPLY. 

RES I' :IIi rro;:.; OF C01DIITTEE-FIFTH ALLOTTEIJ. 
DAY. 

(.1lr. Stodart, Logan, in the chair.) 

Pt:BLIC \\'aRKS DEPART:.IIENT. 
IXDUSTRUL CO'GRT. 

The SECHETARY FOR PUBLIC '\YORKS 
(Hon. W. H. Banw~, Bulimba) ~wve~ th~~ 
£3 34u be o-ranted for "lndustnal Court. 
It 'would b~ noticed that the item was £8G 
more than the amount voted last year, 
which was accounted for by the appointment 
of a junior clerk at £80 per annum. 

Que:;tion put and passed. 

I::i"SPECTIO::i" OF :IIACHINERY. 

The 3ECHETARY FOR PUBLIC \YORKS 
mon•d that £10.920 he granted for " In­
spection of :\:Ia(.hinery." Hon._ members 
'' ould notice thu.t there \Vas an Increase to 
tllt' Chief Inspector of ::Ylachinery of £20. 
It \\·as onlv fair to state that before the 
clasp of th~ war 1913 it was pointed out 
that the In' ;>ector oi .:\lachinery was g?tt_ing 
n·rv much less than was paid for smular 
dut!es in oth0r Stt>.:- -;. He was a particu­
lar!;: good officu, a;,d as his re~ponsibilities 
wen· n•ry •·rcat, it was only nght that he 
rhould rocc7,~o consideration. 'l'here was a 
rednC'tion in tho nuinber of -insp£>ctors of 
n1achinery~ £ro1n tvlr-~~t~"-one to t\venty, as 
~ince the• introduction of n1otor-caT;s for the 
"''' 0f ini'p"ctore, they we•·e able to compass 
a gTeat dt:al n1orP \York than fonnerlJ. 

:J.Ir. BO"\'\ )L\X: Ho',r 1nany motor-cars have 
you got? 

The t:\ECRETAHY FOR Pl.'BLIL' \YORK~: 
There were four motor-cars in the country, 
and in addition there were motor-car;, in 
the city for the use of inspectors of ,caffold­
ing, etc. 

~lr. THEODORE (Chillagoe): The qc:m­
mitteo were up against the same proposrtr<;n 
in connection ·with this vote as occurred In 
reiTard to other votes, that was the surrep· 
titi'ou5 increasing of the salaries of certain 
highly paid officials. The G~verhmen~ gave 
an undertaking, before the mtroductron _of 
the Eotimates, that there would be no m­
crea~es as thev 'vere unable to give the auto­
matic 'increas,:<. No one could justify the 
g-iving of incree1ses to the_ higher P":id offi­
cials and at the same tnne lmockmg off 
the automatic increases. Certain members 
of the Opposition, himself amongst them, 
had contemlPd that the Government should 
not han~ stopped the automatic increases, 
particularly those in tho lower grades. of the 
service: and, if there was any d1fficulty 
about financing, the difficulty ><hould have 
been met in some other way, so that those 
best able would have had to bear the bur' 
den. Howovcr, the Government had thoug~t 
other·wise, and had stopped the automatiC 
increases this year-in three departments of 

ll:fr. Theodore.] 
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the service it interfered with the individual 
worker very considerably, that was in the 
Polic<' Dcp~rtment, llailway Department, 
and EducatiOn Department-yet they saw 
that the Chief Inspector of Macninery was 
dmvn for a £20 increase. He was not going 
to say that JHr. Henderson was not worth 
the arnount it was proposed to give hin1, as 
he was a thoroughly oflicif!Clt ofticPr, and he 
had no complaint to make againot him. He 
was probably worth more than it ''as pro­
posed to give him. but the highly paid men 
in the public service should not be singled 
out for special treatment. If those men 
could be given incrcaoes by Executive min­
ute, then the men working on the railwa~·s, 
who had been clamouring for an increase 
since last year and who were promised fav­
ourable consideration by the Secretary for 
Hailwaye, should have rec<'ivcd incrPaSC'·· 
They had been compelled to forego their in­
<'reases owing to the war. It was setting a 
very bad precedent to han: one mode of 
procedure for granting increases to men in 
the . higher branche;,. of the service and 
another mode of procedure fur the lower 
paid men. The latter could not get an in­
crc•ase unless it was approved of by Par­
liamPnt, but the former could get increases 
by Y~xc,cutive minute. If it wa,s true, as 
sbted bv the Minister. that ::Ylr. Henderson 
>vas onl:; being brought up to thC' levC'l of 
men performing similar duties in the other 
States, how was it that his claims wer<' over­
looked last year and nothing wac' donp until 
the bPginning of this year? 

The SECRETARY FOR P!'BLIC \YoRKS: It was 
done last year. 

Mr. THEODORE: That was all the more 
reason why it should have been submitted 
to Parliament when last year's Estimates 
were under discussion. In order to be con­
eistent. he nwved th,,t thu vote be reduced 
by £20. At the same time, he \\ ;mted it 
to be clparlv undc'rstood that the amend­
ment "as not directed, a,;ainst the 0ccnpant 
of the office, but only again't thP action of 
the GoYernn1ent in giYing prr+erenco to 
h;ghly paid officers. 

The· SECRETARY :FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
He was careful to explain. whPn de;t]ing 
with cth<'r votPs the other 'Cveninc;:. that one 
of th(• C'arPtnkors 'vas giyen an ·incrt:>ase of 
£10, th'' women cleaners all got increases, 
,, nd the typists also received increasPs. All 
those increases-like tho one now under con­
,,ideration-were granted prior to the out­
break of war. It would, therefore, be seen 
that. so far as that department was con­
e orncd, it was not only highly paid officials 
' ho had received increases. 

:\fir. KIRWAX: \Vhcn did tlw women 
cleaners get their increase? 

The i3ECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
They had been granted from 1st February. 
There had bPen .a disnosition on the nart of 
the departnKnt to do -a fair thing all" round. 
While he had no ·desiJ·e to excuse the depart­
ment for overlooking .Mr. Henderson's 
cL1im lar"t year, if the present condition of 
things coulcl haye been forf·,;een, the in­
erease would not have been granted. At 
ihe c,ame time, if it was wrong in the case 
of :Mr. Henderson, it was equally wrong in 
l\p case of tho others of whom hP had 
spoken. 

Mr. BoW:ILIX: That does not apply with 
respeC't to the d0partmcnb controlled by 
oi her Ministers. 

[Mr. Theodore. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
He thought it did. He could answer for 
his own department;, and his collc.ague:5 werfo 
able to answer for theirs. This was the 
only case of an officer drawing a high salary 
in any of the departments under his con­
trol who ''\vas receiving an increase. 

Mr. BERTRAM: Your explanation is dit­
fm·ent from that given by other :Ministers. 

The .OECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
lie did not admit that. \Vhatever was don" 
by any other Minister, he (Mr. Barnes) was 
just as rPeponsible for as his colleagueo. 
They were all rosponoil::le for what was 
dono in all tho departments, and he had no 
wish to shplter himself behind any of hi• 
colleagues. He hoped tho hon. member for 
Chillagoe would withdraw his amendment. 

:\fir. HAMILTON (Gregory): The ::Yliniste,. 
might have proved to his own satisfoction 
that he was doing the fair thing by the em­
ployees in this department, but he had not 
proved it to his (::Ylr. Hamilton's) satisfac­
tion. The trend in every department was 
to grant incre,"es by. Executive minute to 
olliccrs drawing high salaries. At the same 
time, there' were thousands of those in the 
lower grades of the service who were not 
getting the automatic increases which formed 
a part of the agreement entered into when 
they j oinNl tho public son·ice. The ::Yiinister 
wanted to mak- out that it was because of 
the war that g-enom l increases had not been 
given. a> tho-ug·h the Queensland Govern­
nwnt W<'l'P bearing the whole burden of the 
war. 'rhe (_ 10inn1onwealth Governn1ent \Verc 
providing the nwans for carrying on the 
\Yar, RO far as .. Australia v .... as co:1cern(ld. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \YORKS: Don't 
forget that we are the only Government in 
Australia that is not reducing salaries. 

Mr. HAMILTON : He considered they 
were reducing- salarie~ 1vhen the;:..- were \Vith~ 
holding the automatic increases which were 
a matter of agrecnwnt lwtwePn the Govern­
ment and thosP who enter<?, l the service. The 
Governmu1t showed that tlwir sympathie" 
we:·e dl for the highly paid !1Ublic ser­
vants and that th> ': did not care for the 
interests of the love, paid members of the 
serdcc, 

The PRE:IIIER: ""hat do you regard as a 
highly paid officer? 

Mr. HA:\HLTON : Those getting over 
£400 a year. Nearly every offic•-r in receipt 
of £600 or £700 a year had got a motor-car 
provided for him. in which he ran his fa,nily 
out on a Sundav. \Vhen thcv cume to the 
Ia.ndq Department, they would find the men 
\.»,·ith the biggc"i Palaries getting increases, 
Y"t tlwre was no monev to grant the auto­
matic increasC's to the lov-<>r paid men. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS' : There 
is no one in the Lands DepartmPnt who has 
received an incre .. 1se :in<:e the 1st of July. 

Mr. Hl1 MILTON: They rr·ccived incJ'eases 
sinl'o the Estimates 1\"ere pae-;od last year. 
The increase~ were granted surreptitiously. 
If a Ministe.r wished to increase the salarv 
of any publir servant in his department, he 
should put tt on the Estimatcs and ask the 
House to approve of it. bu• that course had 
not hecn followecl. A lot of these men had 
be0n dra\ving increases by Executive minute 
since the last Estimates wor<' passed. That 
was a wrong thing to do. The Government 
showed that its sympathy was with the 
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'higher paid offiri~b in the• >~rvirc, but they 
had no time for the smaller paid officials. 
At a time like this the higher paid officials 
'hould make some o>acrifi<:>e in the interest9 
of th0 country. 

::\Ir. DERTRA::\1 (Jiaref) protested again.st 
th8 action of the Government in granting 
increases to the highly paid servants while 
no iucrea .. cs werE' granted to tlie lower paid 
m<'n. It wa' all very well to s'lv th2t the 
man receivinb' the increase was~ paid h:s:; 
than men o<?cupying similar positions in the 
other State>,, .i\1ore shame to the Govern­
ment for not paying him the same rate as 
the othPr States ! The fact romnined that 
at th? Lcginnin?,' of the session the ~GoY0rn­
nwnt intim;,ted that no incr<".1SCs wE're bAing 
::;ranted t~ any of the public service this 
ye:-u. :_v0t Hl<'reases were giYen to rnen "\Vho 
'vert> pr~ctically at the top of the ladder in 
th<' sen·rce. He prote .. ;ted against increases 
bei!'g given to men getting £600 a year 
wlnle there were hundreds of men in the 
Railway DepartmPnt who 'vcre being under­
pai<:I. If the .argument that these men got 
an mcreasc because they had been paid lc,s 
than public servants in other State., held 
good in their case•. then it would also hold 
good with respect to manv of the lower naid 
publi~ sernmts. The School teacher~ in 
Queensland werP paid leso than Xew South 
\Yale"' paid their school teacher", and vet thcv 
got no incrcn •·es. It showc·d that tht> mei1 
who got the Par of the ::\Iinister were placed 
in a favourable position. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC \YORKS: It is 
quite evident that the cleaners got tho ear 
Df the Minister, then. • 

Mr. BERTRc\.:\I: If it lwd n0t be~>n for 
the noise made by Opposition membuo ls·.t 
y"c•ar about tlw cleaners being· unci,, 'lh'lid, 
they ~---ould not ha,-e got their incrcas{\s. 
ThP nu~n. in the high positions \vere gh: ~'n 
p_refc>rentJal tre:ttnwnt, while the nan·i<·i get, 
tmg 2.,, and g,, a <l'ay were overlooked. The 

(,JuriPr" of to-dav showr>d ho·,, the hi"'hh· 
paid offi<'er.< reccin•cl prcferPntial trctt;;ent' 
It mentioned the nal!ws of half a doze~ 
highly paid officers of the Railway De· part. 
111cnt \VJI,, took a day off and went dov,-n as 
far lis \Yall.mgarra to mc·~t tho Railwav 
Commissioner. ''Tho W1> doinR' the work of 
the"' officials while they were ;;, way? 

. The ?EcRET.my FOR PcBLIC L \XDS : They 
dJd then· ork m the train. 

Mr. DERTRAM: How could th0v do their 
work in the train? If an unfortan'ate nL-vv:v 
"nnhd a ch.y off to go to \Yallangarra, he 
would have to pay his own fare and he 
would lose his day's waves into th~ bar.o;ain, 
yet all thPoo highly paid officin Is could get 
.away without any trouble. ' 

The PREMIER: Far·ts "oulcl ~how that 
it wa, all mcrp talk on th" part of the hon. 
.:.ncn?brq·s ?PPO:;ito ~bout inert a~.,:_$ b: ing :::iven 
l > the h1:.:hl> pmd servanL of the· dac1c. 
One would imagine that there had been 
numerous incr<;a .. os amongst the highly paid 
offic' rs. Such IS not the c<tse. 'Yhen tlw hon. 
member for Gregory was sp0akin:~;, I asked 
hiw. ~hat he rPgarded as a high salary, and 
he smd £400 a yPar. On looking up the list, 
h<" ~ound that there were only f0ur officers 
gettmg ovPr £400 a vear who had received 
increase' early this year. and that con•red 
tlw whole of the departments other than 
railways. Those officers were Captain 

Pennefather, Comptroller-General of Pri­
, ms, Dr. Nicholl, Superintendent of the 
Asvlum at Toowoomba, Dr. Dodo, GoYern 
ment l\ledical Officer at Brisbane, and ::\Ir. 
A. A. Spowers, Sun·eyor-General. 

Mr. FIHELLY: \Yhat about Mr. Gall, l:ndcr 
Home Secretary? 

Mr. THEODORE: \Vhat about l\Ir. Crow­
ther and Mr. Davidson, in the Railway De­
partment? 

The PRE::\liER: With regard to ::Ylr. Gall, 
he "as tramferred to tho po,;ition of 'Cnder 
Secretarv in the Home Secretarv's OfficP. 
and he got the salary attached to' the office 
of Under Sccretarv. The Ministers had truth­
fully stated that no incr'.Oases had been 
granted this financial year. The E,timates as 
at first prepared provided not only for auto­
matic increases but a.Iso for increases to other 
officers throughout the service. But, owing 
to the war, they had to oe"ast the Estimate,, 
a11d no increac"--''3 were\ given at all on the 
Estimates for the· current vear. Out of tho 
whole of tho departments there \\ere only four 
officers getting over £::00 a year whose sala­
ries were incrpased during la>t financial year. 

::\lr. THEODORE: \Vhat about Davidson and 
Crowther? 

Mr. KIRWAX: Tho:: got bonuses. 

The PREMIER: The )j .. t of incrPases, 
which "\Yas drav,·n up by the "'ccretary to the 
Publie Sen·ice Bo;nd, showed that onlv four 
otJJcl'l'S <;"Ctting £400 rmd over received 
inerea , :>. 'Taking tho~c '' ho~P salade~ V\-'ere 
over £3_t)Q and under £400, t\YO vet~rinarv 
surgcvns got inf'rea "e" h.t><·ausc it \va foun~l 
that c,):tain offiecrs \Yere being enticed by 
;_notlwr pu1>!1c SL'r·ic,.>. and in order to hol(\ 
them, incr<·a'·f'9 of X15 and £35 were granted. 
Thf'll there \vas an incr~'n.fe which 'S;lS undPr 

r0view now-1\Ir. I-IPuderson, 
[4 p.m.] Chief Inspedor of Ma~hincry. 

He, could n,ot <'xplain why that 
was so, but his coll,,agu'' wouhl be• able to 
do so. 

:Mr. BowvAX: Are there an~ inerca,;es m 
the lower grades? 

The PRE1IIER: Y e< ; fourte<Cn sla ugh. 
ter-house inspector, at £200 a year were in­
creased to £220 a vear. It would be r,·vealed 
by ''Hansard" lUst year that rPfercn, 2 ,~as 
made to salaries paid to slaughter-housp in­
sprdors by the hon. member for Enogger:\ 
and thP hon. member for Ithaca, who pressed 
that the saL.ry was inadeqc,ate, and those 
offi, ers had been granted an increa ·'-'. There 
were a few others in t:1e department. but in 
all there had only Leen tw. nty-eight increase;· 
on the Esti1natr's during the current ear. 
Then there wore forty women cleaners. 

:Mr. FIHELLY : \'\hat rise did they gr't? 

The PREMIER: It did not matt0r what 
the amount w.ts; it if a question of .nrm­
ciple, and they -.,:ere de· alt with in the same 
manner precj,.,)y as other officers. If it wa9 
coneidered the salarv w;~s insufficient, in­
crea·,es were rcromme.nded. All through the 
history of the State therP had be on a re · 
view of the Ec,timates at the end of the ses­
sion of Parliament.. Representations were 
made during the debate which the Minis­
ter took a note of, and in January they con­
sidered whether certain persons hhould be 
increl1 -..ed, and mm't of the increases given, 
except in regard to the doctors, and Mr. 
Spo" er"' and ::\Ir. Henderson, had been under 

Han. D. F. Denham..] 
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discussion in the House. The fact remained 
that only four, whose salarie, were above 
±:400, got an inC'rease, and fortv, 'vhose 
salarjps were low d<nHI and up t~ as high 
as £220. got an increase. ::\ othing irregular 
had been done. It was absolutelv true that 
no salaries had been increased on the £sri­
mates this financial :;-ear. In regard to the 
asylums, they found that the doctors would 
not remain there :tt the salaries thev were 
receiving, and the nwre increase of A50 was 
inconsiderable as e;ompared with the comfort 
and the b--·nefit that would v.c·crue to the 
patients there. It \Yas a mere bagatelle. 

)Jr. H.1:muro~: We a1·e not arguing that 
any o'f thC'rn are c.verpuld. 

The PHE::\IIER: The han. member was 
merely tryi:.g to make political capital out 
of the iuur iH rca'-'-· to which he had re­
f<>rred; alld he wished to ,a,- that the in­
creases 1nacle during recc,,,::::. -\vere rnade to 
profP~"~'iJnal nu:n \vho~-<.3 sei·vice~ we dh-.ired to 
retain. 

::\ir. H.\:ll!LTO~ : \Yhat i; the amount of 
the incrt"'a"'.e" to the"'-2 "\Yon1en cleanel's ·~ 

The PRE:'IliER : Cleaners und \Yatchmen 
aro getting from £58 to £120 per annum. 

::V1r. FIHELLY: By Executive minute 1 

The l'H$MIER: Exactly the same way. 
0:1P ,_._.auld think that an Executive minute 
was something exceptional, but if they went 
back they would find that the same thing 
had been done year after year, only that 
there had been fewer increase.< this year than 
in prcYious year-9, and hon. me1nbers '\voultl 
not have taken anY notice of it had theY not 
thought tlwre was a chance of m~king 
political capital out of it. ThP railway men 
\vho remained on the s::tmr~ mark as last vear 
would haYe got their increases if circum­
~tances had not preyented it; but last year 
and the year before they had r<>cciYed great 
considcrn tion. Hundreds of thousands of 
pounds had been paid in increas~s of s.1larie'< 
during the last three or four years. 

l\1r. FIHELLY: The Premier's statement 
wao as plausible as it was "eak. He failed 
to mention several highly-p<1id officers who 
received substantial incrcmE·nts. He had 
in his hand figure-> showing that Mr. Gall, 
in the Home Office, went from £600 to £800; 
Mr. Gordon Graham, in the Lands Depart­
ment, from £580 to £800: and :\Ir. Board 
from £S50 to £700. In 1fr. Board's case. 
there was not even the excuse that hio 
predecessor got the same salary that J\1r. 
Board \Vas getting now. The excuse .'n far 
had been that an officer was petmitted to 
get the nlar:. attending: the position. The 
position occupied bv Mr. Board at tho 
pre-;ent time had only had a salary of £580 
last year, and this year it was £700. 

The SECRETARY FOR PrBLIC LANDS: He is 
doing n1ore work-bvo n1en's "\Vork. 

Mr. FIHELL Y,: He had a good opinion 
of Mr. Board, but it was impossible to say 
that any man could do two men's work unless 
one was superfluous lmt year. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : Y au 
will have an opportunity of bringing that up 
on the Lands Estimates. 

Mr. FIHELLY: He would do that, and 
he hoped the Minister would give a better 
<explanation, as this was a very poor one, 
The CornmissionE'r for Railways was also 
l!'etting an increase of £250. They heard 
about the women cleaners getting an in-

[Hon. D. F. Denha1'1~. 

creasE:', but it only an1ounted, in most cases, 
to 2s. 6d. a week. The school teachers, tG 
whom the Government were pledged in the 
way of auton1atic increaseR, vvere cut out 
entirely. Xo man in rhr neighbourhood of 
£3 or £2 a week \vas getting an increase. 
I-k did not think an Executive minute had 
L>ecn used once to get a lowly paid man 
an incrPa'uJ. _ 'Th{~ Premier was simph· nlis­
r"prescnting the state of affairs-distorting 
th, fuch. He gave them an assuranee here, 
and the people outside u di,tinct promise, 
that the1·c \vould be no increases, and he 
had hrokc•n that promise. lie had fooled 
the people outside und ahJ ~ttL'untNl to 
fool the Committee. Accordinf' to the F:oti­
nlatus, increase;,. \vere giYt?n, and :.\i:r·. Gall 
had been increa:,ed from £600 to £800, :'llr. 
Go:"don Graham from £500 to £800, Rnd 
:\h-. Doad from £550 to £700. It was an 
outrar;-c on the lower paid officers and on 
the railway c•?rvants, who could not INt their 
classification inercases, as well as juniors in 
the te-achin v. S(' r ~·icr:. 

The CH.\IRilvlA::\': Order : I hope th<> 
hon. member will confine himself to the 
an1endn1e:nt. 

:Ylr. FIHELLY: The Premi<>l'. in passing, 
mentiont•d all the ';,-e matters. The girls in 
the Government Printing Office were in 
receipt of low sa1aricF, and were almost; 
starYing. The Con1n1ission_~r for Rail'''ays. 
'""" getting an incre-ase of £250, a~1d if th;'Y 
diYidetl that bv twelve it \Yonld g1ve an m­
crease to tvceh·e people. He was satisfied 
that the Premier had committed a distinct 
bn uc·h of faith. Bis as,urances could not be 
relied on; they "were false from A to Z. 

Th,- PREJ'.IIER: One<' more the han. mem­
L2-r was wrong; it ·was rare he eyer ·was right, 
and happily h£> was estimated by the public 
at a certain standard. '£he hon. member had 
,.,id he could not find an Executive minute 
where underpaid offic 'rs getting £3 and £2 
a week had got an inerease. There was a 
mc,;cnger in the Department of Public In­
s+ruction raised from £150 to £160; ::Vloffatt, 
the watchman, from £130 -to £140: the clerk 
, ' petty SE·;;sions at Ayr, from £130 to £140; 
:\Ir. ,Jack, an inspector of factories, £150 to 
£Hi0; and another officer from £160 to £180. 

~Ir. JTCXHAM: No one had a higher 
appreciation of Mr. Henderson than he had, 
and the session hAorc last he had spoken 
about him in the highest terms. 

Tho TREAScREH: Yon urged an increase 
for him? 

:Yir. HL:XHA::\1: Yes, and he got it. \Yhat 
he wanted to protest againbt was that officers 
who were receiving reasonably large salaries 
\Ycre getting continuous increases.. and yet 
the lower paid juniors in tho 'ervice were 
ovNlooked. As an assurance was givE'n by 
the Gm-crnment that no increases would be 
awarded this year, he expected the Go,-ern­
ment to abide by that decision, and for that 
rt\rt\mn he joined in the protest by memb<'l's 
of the Opposition against the breach of prin­
ciple of increasing the s:tlaries of some highly 
paid officers. The automatic increases should 
haYe recPived th<: first consideration, and the 
rcfus:>l to grant those increase"' \Yas an act 
of repudiation by the Government. There 
should be no increase g1ven to any officer 
when the railway servants and other officers 
did not rPcc-iye their automatic increases. 
Therefore. much as he appreciated the SNYice& 
c.f '\Ir. Henderson, he should vote against 
his increase. 
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~,Jr. E. B. C. CORSER (J!aryborouyh): 
ll;• undcr,•tood frpm the Minister that this 
increiiS " giyen tc l\lr. Henderson ;;orne 
fiyc or six months bc·forc the 30th June 
last, lwforo there was any oign of "ar or 
any idea of ,topping automatic increase•. 
He V' onld not be in fa your of any increa,.os 
to hi~hly paid officers aft0r the 1st of July 
last, without paying awtomatic increase"•. but 
the incre;:de in the prese!lt ca~e was made 
long bdorc that, and made, probably, be· 
cans<> of what had becon said by members 
in the House. The'· would not now be 
ju"ti!ied in depriving' that officer of his in­
ereaso granted in J anuarv or Februarv last. 
He ,,as sorry that the G-overnment h~d not 
bec·n able to honour the agreem~nt with 
referenc0 to auto1natic iiH.:l·ca.,;es. At the 
sarne tirne. h( 111t1st htY that he kne;y a 
numb<•r of men in the railway service who 
wer0 quite satisfiPd, on account of the war, 
to let their increases stand over for a 
time, provided that no one elsP rec<Jived 
an im rease. Personally, he thought the best 
solutio" of the dillicul1_1. would haye h;,en to 
ha Ye struck Q rate all round, '·O that all 
public Ft>rvants would be treated alike, and 
pay autom:1tic incre;.uKd k'"·S such reduction. 

:\Ir. IIUKTER (Jlar moa) said he oppoced 
this increll~,r~, lv~c:.lU""P the Goyernment had 
thought fit to rq,nrli:tte the agreement 
entered into with the junior officers of th" 
scryi·.;e und had iriCrc<tscd the -,alaries of 
more> highly paid ollitHs bY Executive 
minute. 'l'hev ere no more bound in 
honour to cmltinnt.) to pay those incrf'ascs 
than rbey \Yerc to pvy the auton1atic increases, 
·which \YL'te duo under a di,·,tinct agremncnt 
between tlk officers and the Go,-ernm,•nt. 
8on1o of tlE'- yo(u~~ nwn and voung \\·c· 'J:H~H 
\Yh:::> entered the <!rYice nnd0,..: such g~r;-~c­
ment~ Wi;re Ye ... ·y lJO(d b pajrl. II~ l.:L('I".­
cas8s \Yhcrt' the.~-· \·,·ere 1i~'t gdUing E't.cJurh 
rnoney to pa~Y ih<'ir board and clotho thcrll­
Sf~lYe,.,, Yr·t tho~.: ;\-r~~!DP' pcr;-:')D~~ wn·e rcfus<)d 
incn,,~,~,~·..J whic:1 ''"'to pron1iscd 1vhen tlh·7 
entered the sc, ,.-icc,, whik more hig-h!.\· paid 
officials WC're gcanted inereaSl'S. \Vhv -should 
one portion of the sen-ice-and that thll 
young and underpaid portion-suffer, when 
other oHi.t·np, \H'te n0t sufferinr:· at all? It 
was distin('Jy uriair. and 1Ya'3 not honest, 
trcatmeni of tho young l"0rSU!lS C0llC€'1~'npd. 
For thilt rcn on he should oppose the incroas<> 
now under r' Yie\v. · 

;\fr. FIUELLY: The Premier thought to 
justify himself b.\· quoting three or four 
officials who r,ecPivcd £In increa:, ,-s h, Execu­
tive minute, but he did not giw, any 
explanation of the f}<~t ih::.t nJf'·:n in the 
receipt of £.100 <~ yc:cr were grantLJ incrca''· s. 
Mr. G.tll, )'lr. Grahxm. :\rr. Board, and the 
Commission'·r for Rai1·ways rccei''t~d an in­
crPasc of £LOOO ,.mong ;.h• m, but jnPior 
offit,'l'R in th1.• :::,-ryjc(•, \Yho \VI're ~c:...,ins" 
pron1otion as far as work \\'as con( 1'1H J 
throug-h elder n1en (hOPl•ing· ont, ,.,,-2l'L\ nc:t. 
given increases. H n \YOr!.Ll uot ; . .;iYe Ui!V 

.individual partjcu1arly a n1an with- a large 
salary, an incrpase at tho JWCSf'•lt timC'. The 
fact that Mr. Gn:ham »·ent into tho 'Cndcr 
Sc>cretarv's office wns not snfficiPnt to iustifv 
it. If tlie work WPre g-raded so that it 'would 
alwa;.-B carr:.~ a cert:tin wage, he -.~:ouJd not 
objpct to it. but thf'SC mPn WPI'P hiv,hJy 
paid whose work '"as ~rodrd. \Vh<'n l\1r. 
Graham became r:ndc• J'!ccrdan· hP rPCCiYecl 
an incr<'aSP of £220: the Premier nnld nnt 
explain it. He attempted to sidr:,tep the 
argument bv mentioning- a few ca-,es where 
a few paltry pounds were gin•n to differPnt 
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men who were re,_;eiYing Io~~ver salaries. 'rhis 
was really the low-wage Government, and it 
refu~cd to give ]n,~rct..~t. s to the }o'·- {'r paid 
servants; refused to giye them the oppor­
tullity of getting marn<>d and sdtlin~c down 
uncl becoming good citizens. It was th~ men 
getting £600 a year for whom they had to 
be apologetic there. lie did not care what 
uny hou. member thoug-ht aLout ::\<1r. Graham 
~ucl :\ir. Board getting th~,ir increa'~':s; he. 
objceted to it, more particularly as the 
jnlliors--the railway men and the teachers­
were not getting their automa1 ic increases. 
•ro gi,-e an increase of £250 a year to the 
C:onunissioner for RaihYa~, c was an outrage,. 
and the Premier had been' guilty of cl"liberate 
e\4 asion in not mentioning his nanw. '!'he 
Pn\rnier knew hirnself that that '\as thu 
]Joi11t that wanted exp\aininp--why :Hr. 
UralY\ill and :\lr. I3oarcl and th2 LJo:.llnli~,sioner 
lor llaih' a's and others in tho higher paid 
fJOsit.ions £ot increase';, not how tf,l!V gave 
a few £10 int'rea~cs to low0r paid {iwn by 
Executive minute. · 

J,lr. FORSYTH (JI;urum ba): E,-ery me>:l­
btr in the House knev; that ,vhen cprtarn 
salaries \vere rnentioned in connection \Vith 
different departrnents and sonwbody said 
that it was too little, the :Mini tcr >Yonld 
.-:onlPtilllP'; sav. "-Ycrv v.·c..)ll; I wjll go into 
the nutter aiHl, if it 'is l""'ible, I will giye 
him an increase." And that had boon clone 
in f'onnection with this narticular yote. He 
under .tood that this inci·ease had b,,,,n paid 
since laoi: January. He >Ya s glacl to see that 
om; mc'mber of the Labour party was pre­
pared to :•av that the l_'nder SPerBLlry for 
Pnblic Land's was r:1titled tD hos increase in 
a :::in1iln r position. 

JHr. !IUX!LUI: \YhY did YOU not give the 
Commi sioner for Rail,ay·, £2,500, which 
Mr. Thallon was getting? 

Mr. FORSYTH: If the bon. member 
thom:ht that £2,50(1 was too much for a 
rnan ~at !he head of a bu,,jnc~'~ 'vith a capiw 
tal of £35,000,0JO, then their opinions on 
!he matter were snmewhat different. As a 
m,•,ttcr of fact, £200 or £300, or e.-en £500 
or £l,GOO, was nc>ither her<' nor there in ihe 
ease of a man who h"_d absolute charge of 
the >vhole of the administrative power of the 
Rqilwa' Dcpariment of Qu~enslancl, There 
werP a D.v rnunber of 1non in businr:..;s in Bris­
l arce· ·,d1o "ere getting equally as much, and 
with eapital not one-tenth as great "'' that 
of the RaiJv,av Department. If this in­
cream had bc~n giwn since July. he ,.-onld 
say, "By all means, knock it out." But this 
was a case whPrc man had the e;tla:y for 
over -·ix months prior to the war. The 
qne,,tion was, whether hon. members Wccntod 
q"" polic:: of givir~g incrcP'C", ':fter munbers 
had drawn utte11t10n to them m the Houri'., 
to be continued. 

~Ir. H.1:\TILTON: Can you remember any 
holl. member advucating that this officm 
shonLl get an increase? 

Mr. FORSYTH: One hon. mC'mher said 
that he g-ot up and ad.-ocv.tcd that :Mr. He'l­
dNson ;.,hould get an increaFe. The fact 
of the matter was that the OppositiDn's move 
was all nolitical firpwork'. \Vhen he spoke 
on- the Financial Statement, he compared 
thP ,salaric' paid during the y0ars when the 
LabJur party was in power with thoF<' P1l;id' 
Ia"t ',ear. and there wa~ .an eD.ormous In­
crc1So. An;; hon. me,nbcr could see his 
remarks in " Hansard," and he chaJienged 
anyone to sho'v that a ;;::ingle itmn -..vas 

Mr. Forsyth.] 
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wrong. He would ask any reasonable man 
to consider whether the Liberal party, which 
had been in power during the last four or 
five years, had not increased the salaries of 
the lower paid officers infinitely more than 
governments wh0 were in power before. 
What did the hon. member for Gregory do 
when the wages were much lower than thev 
were now--in the years from 1903 to 1908 ',1 
How many of them got up then to advocate 
increases ·: He would like to see all the 
lower paid officers get still higher salaries, 
but this was not the time to do it. Every 
hon. member kne\v that they must be 
affected to a very large extent by the war, 
and the same thing applied to the whole of 
Australia. But so soon as normal times 
<'ame <tgain, not only should they get their 
automatic increasc>s, but all the lower paid 
men wanted a lift up, and he hoped that 
they would get it. When they could afford 
to ginl it to them, they should do so. 
(Laughter.) Han. members laughed, but 
they knew that what he said "as true. 

:\Ir. THEODORE: Eight shillings a day, when 
it is 9,, 2d. in 2\'ew South \Vales. 

Mr. FORSYTH: The question was, how 
much was it five years ago, when some of 
them were getting from 6s, to 7s. a day? If, 
after discussion, it appeared that it was the 
wish of the Hou-;e that a man should get a 
higher salary, was it to be understood that 

that man should get the in,~rease 
[4.30 p.1<1.] from the 1st January following, 

or was he to wait till the 1st of 
June, when the next Esti111ates W<'re framed, 
before getting his increas!'? If that was to 
be distinctly understood, then the Com­
mittee would know whf're they were. He 
would ask the Committee, honestly and sin­
cerely, to go through "Hansard" and sec 
for themseh-es what increas!'s had be2n made 
during the last five or six year", and then 
thev would be satisfied that the Liberal 
Go~·!'rnment had, at least; done something 
to improve the conditions of the lower 
grades in the public service. 

The ~ECRETARY FOR FCDLIC \YORKS 
r!'mindcrl the Committee that tlkv WC're not 
con,idering the Estimaid d the \vhole pub­
lic service of Queensland. It f'Oi'med to him 
th, .. t me2mb<>rs on both sid<'•' had drifted into 
a discu,,sion of thP Railwav EstimatcQ and 
the Lamb E.timates, a:1d the Sccretarv for 
Public Lands and St'cretarv for Ra,iiwavs 
wuuld have no opportunit;· of disPussiJig 
their Estimates. There was one .pecific 
vote before the Committe!'-" Insp>'< tion of 
]l,fa<'hinery "-end he r,·,pcdfully submitted 
that members ·hould confine them.c>hes to 
that particular vote. 

J\Ir. HA~\IILTOX said thev v ere disc"'·'· 
ing a prineiple, and not a mere £20 incr!'asc 
to ::\Ir. II!'nderson. 

The CHAIRMAJ'\ : Order ! There is an 
amenclawnt before the Committee. 

Mr. H \::iiiLTOX: They wz>re discussing 
the question of giving an incre:nc to one 
individual and m•t to otherc, and th- hon. 
member for 'Yiurrumba referred to the sala­
ries nvw paid as ccnnpared to thosC' paid in 
1908. The conditions \Vere quite different 
now, a' in 1908 the countrv was onlv re· 
covering from a serious depi:-e,,~ion, and in­
Crl"a"(" were being given each vear. How 
many strikes had. occurred in the Railway 
Department and m other departments be­
fore those increases were given? There 
had been strikes all over the State, and the 
increases in the various departments were 

[ill r. ·Forsyth. 

clue to org·ani,ation on the part of the 
workPro. \Yhr·n one public officer was shifted 
to a higher position rs~nderccl vacant through 
death or otherwise, it was not an increase in 
thE' ordinary ~enst'. He had nothing to com­
plain of in regard to the salaries to :!\1r. 
Board :.nd 1\Ir. Graham. ao they wPre ,ap­
pointPd to different positionB and werP only 
getting the salaries tliat their prcdecE'''ors 
got, which was quite right. But it could 
not be said that that was the case with 
some of the other officers who were getting 
a £50 increase, nm· was it the ca;;e in re­
~rard to the vote under discussion. He agr+•ed 
.;,-ith the member for Murrumba that it was 
tim<' the Committ<"P did under",tand whether 
the ~lini<>;tcr or the House was going to con­
trol the public purse. \Vhen any mE'mber 
of the Committee adn•cJ,ted an inc rea''' to 
a public servaut, that was an im;truction to 
the Jl.linister to recommend that increase 
when the Estimat!'s for the next financial 
year were being consid,·red, but it oeem!'d 
that, immediatelv the Estimat<>• WE're pa ;sed, 
:Ministe1·' could; by Executive minute, in­
('l'Paf--0 salariPJ \s'ithout the r:,anf'tion of the 
Cumlilittee. Could anyone say that any hon. 
member had advocated an increase to the 
Surveyor-General 7 or any of those in the 
high01· ranks who were getting big increases? 
He had never heard anv member of the 
Cotn1niuce advoratc inf're~~>0S in tho,:;(' cases, 
and in c:~SC'R '"7 here lFJll. mc;;nbers hncl adYo­
cated an increu -e to 'ome poor devil who 
\Yas g,,tting a mere pithtnc2. no reco<)Hl!nenda­
tion had been made. The Tre&. ·-urer said 
he had rli~tributed a certain amount beb,:e,•n 
fortv different wompn in his dcpartmenL ,\lid 
lw (Mr. Hamilton) would like to know how 
much it came to per capita. He would 
!!Ual :mtr·e that the nY·n to whom Ill' had re­
f,·rrcd wer<' eaeh getting more than the 
forty -widows were getting among;;;t them. 
It ''·as " wrong thing to give som0 of the 
highlv p:l.id members of the public service 
increases "hen tlu:v could not ratify the obli­
gation: they wc•r<'- under to give automatic 
int'rc a~f'~ to the junior'-> in the sr•ryic2. IIe 
!me·,, one girl-and he suppo·c·d there w,Te 
hundr<'ch of similar instan."cs-in tb: Edu­
f'ation Dcparhnent. \Yho '"";Js p-:~tti11g s--)Ine­
thing· like 9s. 6J. a week. Thctc girl could 
not '!in' if hH' parents did not provide her 
with Luard <1.nd lodging. She had bPen look­
ing for•;·arcl to getting ·about 15s. a week 
this year, and yet tihe ~;·as not getting one 
penny incrci-~se. That was repudi ·Jtion, and 
if anybody shvuld get consid<>ration at a 
timE' like: thic· it was tho"-'-' who wer<' just 
gPttin.:;:-- a few palh·>- ~hillin,&;-:~ a ·yvce~:. ThP;;(' 
who were getting £600 or £700 cl year could 
louk 'lft,-r them<elve;;; and it "' :ts apparent 
that th0y had plenty of friend·,. on the ether 
side to look after their intere-ts. It was not 
right to say membPrs of the Oppo>ition were 
trying to make political r:tpital out of the 
matter; all they wished v;~,, to expose an 
injmtice. and it was an injusti~" that re­
quired all the expoc,ure member·· nf the- Com­
mittee could give it. 

Mr. BARBER (B1tnrlaberg) appreciated the 
splendid service a man like Mr. Henderson 
was abll" to give t.) the State. As a matter 
of fact, if he had his way, and the State 
could afford it, he would give a man 
in Mr. Henderson's position £500 a year. 
Some two or three years ago he (Mr. 
Barber) put up a strong advocaey on be­
half of the inspectors in that department, 
but while so many :vnung teachers and others 
were being paid such a low rate of wage he sub-
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:mitted it was wrong to give even Mr. Hender­
son an increase. If the State was in such a 
position that it wa'" not able to give the 
automatic increases all round, the first to 
be paid increases should be low-paid mem­
ber"' of the service. There were a lot of 
lad porters in the Rail way Department 
getting about 12e. 6d. a week. Frequently 
thev were sent awav from home, and their 
pa1~c>nb had to contribute from 2o. 6d. to 5s. 

"a week for their board and lodging. That =•vas 
what the Opposition condemned, and it was 
rDndemned bv the Treasurer himself in 1912. 
On page 1966 of '• Hansard " for 1912, in 
reply to several han. membere. and especially 
the han. member for Buranda, the hen. 
:gClntleinan said-

" If han. members would look at the 
Estimates thev would notice that the in· 
creases this year were from £10 to £30, 
Mr. Henderson receiving a rise of £30, 
and the other inspectors £10 each. He 
quite recognis0d that the .ealary in ques­
tion must seem small for the duties asso­
ciated with the office, and he could only 
~:ty-without 1naking any comparison 
bfhveen one officer or another-that the 
matter would receive the earliest con­
,ideration of the ;}finister. In saying 
that, he wanted to be quite plain. Han. 
members would recognise that it was 
neither desirable, nor was ib generally 
done, after the House had voted a dis­
tinct amount, to increasE' th,, amount 
bc-h, eBn now and the next E~timates. 
Some han. member might ned yl·ar say 
h<' had made a promise which he had 
not carried out." 

If it was wrong in 1912 to grant any officer 
,an increase after Parliament had appro­
priatl'd a certain amount for his salary, then 
it wao equally wrong at the beginning of 
ti1is yf'ar. The Governn1ent "~ere doing a 
~n>;ct injustice in withholding the automati(· 
increases. Admitting that revenue had fallen 
off owinJ to tlw war and other causes, the 
State had distinctly pledget! itself to pay the 
voung people who entered th0 service certain 
i·ate:;, and in failing to carr,r ant the com­
pact the Go.-ernmcnt wcr<' guilty of a dio­
hono•!nblc act. Th" Trcu..-llr<'T made a 
great deal out of the fact that the ojfice 
cl •:mNs in the public building~ had been 
i'iven i;,crpa;es. Belt vvhat did thev amount to? 
Two "."hillings a week. Ill' suppo,ed it v•as 
this larg<" increase that en~bkd those wom0n 
to go in troops and pay a guinea for seat' in 
the theatre during the last twelve months. 
Two or three vPars a,;·o, when the Government 
r:;;vp th-.• police an e-xtra 3d. OT 6d. a day, 
totalling £12,000 or £14.000 in the aggregate, 
the hon. gentleman and Government sup­
porter" made a gr<:at song about it: hut it 
w"s spre-ad over such a large number of men 
that it was a mere de~imal increase to the in­
rliv-idual. No hon. membeT appreciated Mr. 
Hender,on's work more than he did, but, 
unrl""" the circumstanc•Ds. even :Mr. Hender­
son should nob have been given an increase 
wh•'n there were so many public servants 
·who ~Y(·re not rerciYing a living wage. 

Hox. R. PHILP (To1n:svi7le) was shocked 
at the han. member for Gregory saying that. 
when he was in power, the Gov<ernment had 
no mon<>y to spend. 

i\1r. HAMILTON: \Ve never were in power. 

HoN. R. PHILP : He and his party at 
Dne time had a majority of thirty-five on the 

Government side, and could do what they 
liked. In three year' they a<'cnmulatell 
£600,0LO in surphwes. svwating the publi~ 
servants in order to do so. 

Mr. 'THEODORE: Didn't you rotrench them? 

Hox. R. PHILP: lie never had £600,1<,}{) 
in surpluses. His sin was that he paid away 
more than he got in. \Yhy, the hon. mem­
ber's Govern1nent appointed a conuni~·~ion o£ 
three further to sweat th" public servant~. 
and one of their recommendations was that 
a typist getting £52 per annum should be 
redu.ocd to £50. And now the han. member 
rose in his indignation and talked about the 
lower paid public servants. lt was all non­
sen>~e for the han. member to sav that hie•• 
Government would have paid mo're if they 
had had it. In the three vears from 1905 to 
1908 they had surpluses amounting to 
o-£600,000-all taken out of the public ser­
vants by the Labour Government. 

Mr. GILDAY (Ith:ua) was surpriGed at 
the hon. member for 'l'owns1·ille. He ex­
p.•ct<:>d to hear something· interesting .v hen 
the han. mernl~,··r ro~c, but eYidently he was 
trying to supplement what the hGn. member 
for 11urrumba said about what the Labour 
party did when they were in power. The 
han. member for ::\Iurrumba must haYe 
thought he was addrcosing his clerks in the 
bc,cJr yard and asking them not to join an 
industrial union because they might do some­
thing that would be injurious to his busi­
Ill'"'· He noticed that there was a reduction 
on the Estimates of something like £130,000 
this year as compared with last year. It 
had also been stated that it was necessary t9 
em-tail expenses. He undnstood from the 
Secretarv fay Public \Yorks that the in­
crr""''OS f:hown on the Estimates weTe advo­
cated last vear-. and tlwre \Yas some mention 
of meat inspretors. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR PGBLIC \VORKS : I never 
mentioned anything of the kind. 

Thir. GILDAY: Th,, Premier menti<med 
ihem. There was no doubt that he (::\Ir. 
Gilday) advoce~t~d im·reases to the meat in­
spectors, but that did not justify increase.s 
appearing for them on this year's EstimateF, 
after iho Gov-ernment distinctly stated that 
th0re would bo no increases at all. If it was 
right to give an increase to Mr. Hender­
son. then it must he equally right to gi ye 
an increase to eYery other public servant who 
was advocated an increase in his sal<lTy by 
han. m~'nbers during the passage of the last 
Estimate'. If th11t sys• em "as adDptl'd 
throughout, then a very large number of 
public senanb would g12t increases. He did 
not sav that thco increases that had been 
given \vere not legitimate, so far as the 
remuneration ihelf was concerned, but the 
(l>:~nnel through which they were given was 
illegitimatfl. It wa' not right for any Go­
l·ernment to act in that way, and the sooner 
they rPct:fied actions of that kind .the bPtter _ 
it would be for the State. He drd not see 
whv thev should deal with the Estimates at 
all, .. if tl;e Executive (\ouncil had the power 
to give increases other than thoge passed 
by tlw House. He strongly objected to the 
procedure adopted b:-· the GoYernment, be­
ctmse. if it were understood that there were 
to be no increases. then no Dne was justified 
in getting any increases. 

Mr. RYAN (Barroo) : The de;•ire of hon. 
members opposite to get up and talk on the 

Jfr. Ryan.l 
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ameudnwnt sho\Yed that their armour was 
being pierced in a weak spot. The Govern­
:nent had said that they were not giving 
mcroases on account of the war, yet they 
found on the Estimates that the amount re­
quired for certain of!icer, was larger than 
that of previous officers, and they were told 
the rises were gin•n by Executive minute, in 
pmsuance of an agreement made before the 
war began. \Vere not the automatic in­
<:;reases for public sen·ants expected in pur­
suance of an agreement made before the 
war? They were just as much in pursuance 
of an agreetnent as ·the increase-:,, given to the 
higher paid officers. There was a very big 
principle at stake in the amendment. The 
Government had dernomi rated their in­
capacity to face the position with which 
ihc•y "<'!"e confronted when the war broke 
out. The:, -lwuld have faced tho position 
fairh and squarely, and allowE'cl the auto· 
matic incr. ,cses that wc•re to bo granted in 
pursurmce of the agreement maclC' with thc-0 
]o-..:vor paid officrrR, and then, if necessary-­
and onlv if necrh;;ary-strikP a rate on the 
,,hdc ,;,nice bv waY of a fC''luction. He 
did not think any good j)UfJ'O''C conld be 
serYocl by the GoYernment or their sup­
porters rising in their places in a somewhat 
engry rnanner and pointing to \vhat took 
Jlh;re six years ago. ThPy alle~ced that a 
L:,,bour Government \\as in power then, but 
there was neYer a Labour Government in 
po\H r in Queensland except for a f<'w clays. 

The SJ;CRETARY FOR PuBLIC \YORKS: The 
rnajorit;v of the Gove1 n1nent's supporters 
V\"Cre Labour men. 

J.Ir. RYAX: It was 
hon. gentleman would 
portion of a coalition 
'i\aY. That "as the 
co ,{lition. 

a coalition, and the 
understand that no 
could have its own 
Yery basis of the 

The· SECRLT.i.RY FOR PuBLIC \YORKS: The 
nvj<Fit;,-- could get it-, own \Yay. 

I\Ir. HYAX: A majority of the HouRe 
could gtt it.- oy,·n v;ay bnt not nece~.-,<lrily 
a tn~,_;vrity of a par"ticnlar party. There 
"ere t\YO partie·,-a La hour nartv and the 
l\Imgan party-and the W•'.\" ·nature of the 
thin£; nHtdc it nt·~-T'!<.lary to haYA a rdve-and­
L .. ke--to corn}Jrorni-:e. Ko doubt there was 
a good deal of compromise when that 
coalit:on was effected. 

The i'(cCRET.\RY roR PuBLIC \YoRKS: I 
thought the policy o£ the Labour party w::,s, 
•· ~0 COllllJl'Ollli"c." 

?<.I r. R >: AJ'\ : They thought it was better 
to have tiw J.Iorgcm Gcn:Prmnent in power 
,and RE'L the a(lu1t franrh]c, lL1'i3ed, rather 
than haw the ::\Jorgan and Philp parties in 
pmver 1md the Labour party in Opposition. 

~,lr. J.l(THPHY' The coalition did good work 
for Queensland. 

Mr. RYA::-.1: He admitte,J that they did 
s:ood "ark for Queensland in regard to the 
franchi' ', the \Yorkers' Compensation Act, 
anrl one or two other things. It would not 
aYail the Government to-clay to refer to what 
took place six ~·c ::trs ago. or to refer to what 
"·as done in Kcw South \Vale'::, because the 
e:irC'Uin~tanc0s mi':j'ht bo entirely different. 
"">o o01pport0rs of the Government were 
L:Hl of rcfHring to what was done six years 
n :~o. or to what was clone thousands of miles 
nw:~y. The pevple of QuC'c•nsland, and the 
public sen·ants of Queensland, were more 
interc,ted in what \\as being done to-day. 
The qucni:on \Yas, whether the Government's 

[Hr. Ryan. 

policy to-clay was a right or wrong policy? 
He thought it was a wrong policy. It was, 
for members oppositC' to stand by that policy 
or not. ·His C:Ylr. Ryan's) opinion on the 
matter was .;o strong that he thought that 
the action of the Government with rC'gard to 
the public sen-ant, was sufficient to shift 
them from office. If a vote we rc taken on 
this matter, it should be sufficient to remove 
the Governnwnt from office, because the 
Government had failed to carrv out the 
agremnent they had entered in~o ~beforP tho 
war. If that were donE', and 1t wa' found 
neccf:"arv to have a saving, it should be in 
proportion to the whole of the ,alaries paid 
to the whole public service. 

:Mr. Bo\OfAX: It wa,; clear repucliatio:1. 

'Mr. HYAN: That th0 ,,utomatic inr:·c'!s 
were not paid was repudiating an agreement, 
and if it was possible to repudiate the auto· 
rnatic incrc.-lscs, they could also repudiate 
t hP Ext. cutive Ininu to increa8c·:-;. 

The CHAIRMAN : Ordc,r ! I do not think 
tlut tlu hon. gentleman is in order. 

::\1r. B,Y_'\.)1: He was quite in order. H., 
l:tlking on a matter of policy. He \Yas 

not go;ng to haYo hi' £':'marks confined as 
tlw i::lPcr<'tan for Public \Yorks would like to 
ha"~*' them Confiucd. 

The SECTIET.~RY FOR PcBLIC \\"ORKS: ThL 
c1uC'stion is the reduction of the vote. 

J.Ir. RYAN: It was not the £20 that was, 
concerning him. but the policy of tlw 
Govl•rnrncnt. The GovPrnment had not faLt'd 
th" position, ><o far as the. lower pa~d public 
sL•rvant~ V\ere conc:-nted. 111 a v.-ay 111 -,,:luch 
a colnllctent Governn1:~nt \\f'qld have fat ,•d 
it. Tiwre \~,as uo ~loubt f1at the uinC'IHhnf'nt 
war-; a vote of \\'ant of confidt'nCi" in tht• 
GoYc /l1ll1<~nt. an(l. if it \Y('re c ,uTied, hP 
could ~,'i.~ nothing- for it bui for the GoYf'rn­
lll, ·;1t to r"· "ign, becan.-;c it \\auld be a con­
d •:.1nwtio1:. of th~~ Go~;Qlnnwfl·~'s policy. The> 
h; d'\ the han. mPmher for j),br~·boroud1 
0XlJlT*S ll1e vie\Y that the antonw.tic incrL'af'~_ · 
olu:ht to Ija~,·e b11 01-1 giYen, aud then~ pl'rl· .. p.:,. 
t!H~V ,c hould rerh:.~e the ,vhole of thP sala1·~.·s 
of the public bci"';ice, It \Yonlcl now ronain 
f<>: the hoc1. n .. e1nber for )Ia:~yborou~h to 
show the 'mhlic servi .• n~s thl\t he had the' 
courage ()( hiH convictio11~, by voting for 
the amendment. He r~r·ardC'd the matter 
._;_s a ycry important on0, and it \Y." 1S one 
which, ''auld he regardC'd as important by 
the people vnerally and the public SC'rvants 
in particular. 

:Mr. THEODORE : Tho 'l'rN"1U"C'r, in rPply 
to criticim,:J from tho Oppoo ition. b:>id th.1t 
tlw GoYC'rnment h><d at least not re-duced 
wagP:J; that if t hL,V had not i~crE'~' St1 d n1cn 
in the lowPr grad0s of tho "crnce. th< o· had 
not r<'duc ,.cJ the wages. He co•Jtendrd that 
th,,v had reduced the wag"c;, of men on railway 
ccn•;truction "orks in thz> ::\' orthcrn clish·ict, 
':rhe ruling rate of "'tc ·11;'(\~ in the diPtrict in 
which the Mi!laa J.E;ua raih.·ay \vas b"ing 
built had bc~n nnthiLg less than lOs. for 
the last thr('P ',,nrs, ancl the Governnwnt 
startt'd the worlrs thert> bv paying 9s. a day. 
The rate of wage,, awarded bv .Judg;c J.lac­
n~1ughton for qw.rr~Tnlf""n at To;,vn.sYille \V.lS 

lls. 4d. a dav, but the rR.te prHl b~- th< 
GovernmC'nt y.ncn th0v started the Townsvill" 
to l!wham railwav \Yas 9s. a dav. \Vas not 
that ~ red,rciion' The rate of wagC's on 
surface work at the Chncnrry :!\lines. similar 
to work don<1 on r;;il\\ra;.Ts--

The SECRETARY FOR P"CBLIC \YORKS 
rose to a point of order. 'The qucstioiA 
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·nrfore the Committee was the reduction of 
a certain vote bv £20. The hon. member 
was discussing t"hc wages paid to railway 
men, and that, he submitted, was not in 
order. 

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member for 
( 'hillagoe is not in order. I hope he will 
confine himself to the amendment before the 
(~on1mittf'~~. 

1\lr. THEODOHE: He wa~ merely replying 
to an argument IN.>d by the :Minister for 

. \Yorks himself, and tho hon. gPntleman"s 
eas•• must be YNY wu1l< if it would not stand 
replying to. It- showc••l that the case for 
tho Oppo.dion had bLcn amply prowd. One 
woulrt be sorry if th0 Committee did any­
thing which might injure :'vir. HPnderson's 
prouotion, to which he ''as undoubtedlv 
e7ltit Led, and there wa' nothing intended i'n 
that \\ ay \Yhen ·the a1nendmont \vas moved. 
Public offic"rs who were l'ntitlPd to inCrPHbPS 
and promotion shotllcl r<'cen··~ them whe11 the 
stat" of things pen'!JiHed. but no class of 
public ,_,ryants or individual t-hould get prcfer-
Pnce over the otlwr. -

Quc,tion-That the sum of £10.900 onlv 
be gnntcd (Jir. Thc.Jil()ri's mn•ndmenl)--put.; 
.:mel the Committe" dividc•d:-

_\YE,- ~-i. 

:'c1r. ,, f: '! :>cca 
.. Bnrlh'r 

D"rtrnm 
,, HotYll!an 
., CnYnt• 

Filil'llv 
Fnlt>Y. 

,. Gilc1i.y 
.. Gilli(·S 

:-t: r. F nxh:un 
.. Kinv"'n 
.. Land 
.. Lare>m.nhP 
,. L~·: IHJ:l 
., :.~( ,.-, "' ··~k 
.. :J.Iurphy 
,. O'·'nlliv"n 
.. P· Yl" 
.. r: ~:~tn 

Th. odon' 
.. Hamiltrm 
,. H·,n1urrc 
,, Hnn', ~-

'l'e1!ers: :J.Ir. 
,. \Yin·~tai·.Jpy 

HuntE'r and ::\Ir. Murphy. 

X<n>~, ~S'. 
..llr. _\llan 

.\pvrl 
.. . .:\n·hc·r 

Borw·s, \\~. H. 
1it>b'1Jin·j·ton 
Blair ..:. 

., BoucLard 
Bridges 
C'aine 
COl,Pr, n. H. 
Cm···<:'r, E. ll. C. 
(jrawfonl 

,, Dl'nham 

}1 r. ForsYth 
Gnu-it 

.. (~U<'Hl 

.. lloch~Y 
· Luit• 
, . :J~t,· ros;::;au 
,·. l'ag-~,,. 
.. Pl•triP 
.. Philp 
.. :o--tvaYn~> 

,. Tolnlil' 
,. Tr.,ut 
,. y.-:.it,, 

Doug>ts 
Tellef·3: }1r. 

.. \\~illiam.;; 

~\rcht>r and ~Ir. Bouc·hard. 

r.un. 
"\ye-)fr. :Uu"·· :\o-1fr. Crith. 

R~solved in the n~gative. 

Original question put. 
Mr. COY::-JE pointed out that there were 

·about the same number of derks as last 
Y<'nr, and still there was a reduction of £90. 
He supposed it \':a'' the old style of getting 
at the lower pa1d servants <tgain. 'they 
would be told that somebodv was shifted 
and a cadet put in his place. , 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \VORl'S: That 
is exactly the position. 

::\lr. COY::"JE : If a person was shifted to 
do another person's work, he should get the 
same salarv. There was a reduction of £500 
in travellii1g expcn~f\~, po~trrges, telegra1ns, 
and incidentals, and there was also a reduc· 
iion o.f £300 in railway fares and freights, 

printing, stationery, etc. \Vhat benefit was 
it to get motor-ears for inspection work if 
there was not a greater sav'ng in lravdling 
expenses and railway fares? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \YORKS: ln 
those two votes there is a reduction of £800. 

Mr. COY::"JE : Yes: but the Minister had 
told the Committee that the department now 
employed a better mea11S of locmHotion, so 
that there should be a considf'rable saving 
in those items. But even if the motor-cars 
wNe doing th<' good work the Minister said 
they wero doing, tho cost of t:cres and re­
pairs and upkeep in connection with those 
fnur motor-cars would amount to the pric.e 
of one motor-car in twdve months, so that 
h<' did not see that th~ department were 
effecting any saving by going in for those 
Inotor-cars. 

The SECRETARY FOR PCBLIC WORKS: 
The hon. member for \Varrpgo had evidently 
not graspr"d the position. He advocated the 
usc~ of 111otor-c>ar~ breH .. u:oo previou;'lly in.-,l)CC­
torc, on dutv in the bark rountrv were oftr•n 
under an ~bligation to station ... owners and 
other;; for means to get about in order to 
irlSlwct machinerv. Xow the'" were able to 
get" al out in one" of the depai·t..n~,nt's motor­
' ars. aud were ahl0 to l'1akc a number of 
insp(·rti,)!lS per ann tun ir "1t?ad of one or two, 
and in addition thev wf.'re absolutelY inde­
JWndcnt. He did not wislr to insinutc.te that 
station o'vncr", or anyone ·who had nutchinery 
to ini':wct would do anJ thing- improper to in­
flupnce an inspc·..tor who had ridden 70 or 
80 mile•s to perform hi,, dut,~-, but he thoup;l~t 
ilw in· Jlf.'Ccor f'honld n(Jt be undC'r !t complr­
InPnt to anyone, e~pecially to an intere.~te.d 
party. A man who could go out "on. _Ins 
0\Yn " 'vas in a vcrv rnuch strong0r position 
th,•n a man who ".,;, ekpendent upon an in­
terested party for n1eans of conv~,yance. The 
an1onnt for tra' .•lling expense-:;, telcgran1s. 
Pte .. wa, rcduc0d from .c,£3,500 to £3.000. and 
t!w · amuunt for railwnv fares ami freights, 
printing, and stationery' £rem £1.000 to £700, 
so that on tho·e two items there was a sav­
inl£ of £800. 

I\Ir. COY:>E: .'ts against tlw cost of the 
rn0tor-cara. 

The SECRBTARY FOR PCBLIC \YORKS: 
Y c' : ln:t it would not be a fair thing to 
wrih· off the whole cost of the motor-cars 
in one vear. ThrN' cars w~re imported, and 
one ha~l bePn purcha,ed locally, and it had 
hPen fo;md that th<' use of motor-cars effected 
a consid,•r;:,blc savL1g of time, and that the 
inspection wa•1 very much better done than 
it could be if the it:spectors had to trav<'l 
about b,<· trams and ~other public convey­
am•c>s. The Education Department had also 
found the use of motor-,~ars a great advan­
tage, and in anothPr department which he 
co;,trolled thev found that a considerable 
saving of time was effh·:ted by the use of 
those cars. 

1\Ir. PAYNE: There will be if the cars are 
reliable. 

rhe SECRETARY FOR PrBLIC \YORKS: 
The can u.sed bv the \Vorb DPpartment 
were exceedingly, satisfactory as far as he 
knew: the,~· were purchased by the Un:Jer 
Secrdarv in the old countrv, and wc•re domg 
excellent work. , 

Mr. FOLEY (Jiundingburrn): \Vhen the 
hon. memb0r for \\' arre[!;O referred to a :e­
duction of £30 in the amount for the ealarres 
of clerks, the Minist~r interjected that the 

Mr. Foley.] 
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reduction was explained bv the emplovment 
of a cadet in the place of "aile of the former 
derks. ·when the Home Sec1·etary's Esti­
rrtates 'voro under con~ideration, it was 
argued that Mr. Gall ought to get tho salary 
which was previously paid to Mr. Ryder, 
hut hu (Mr. FolPy) pointed out that Mr. 
Chuter, who was appoint<>d to Mr. Gall's 
position, did not get }1~·. Gall's salary. 

The CIIAIRMAX: Order ! I hope the 
han. member will keep to the: question 
before the Committee. 

Mr. FOLEY: He onlv mC'utioned the fact 
to show that the Gover{mwnt did nut follow 
that principle when dealing with the lower 
paid offiu~r;:; oi the .,,e1.:vict~. In thi.., vLtc 
there wa. a reduction of £30 in tho amount 
for the dcrks. If the clerk \Yho \Y.ts pro­
n.lotcl to thP vac:ulCy cau~;c 1 by thP pronlo­
tion or r:_·nloval cf anntlwr clcd;;: was fit to 
Jill that position, then he wa' fit to take 
tlH• salary attached to the po,ition. H was 
'·~Hry t.o see th(' hon. Ith''llber fcT· To~.vnn­
ville get 'GO he,;[e(l in hi:; ren1a1k~~. It wus 
an old habit of the Governnwnt when that 
hou. HJL\mbL'l' \VUS in powPr hitn:-5£'1£, and h~ 
renH?·wh_rrcd that un one oec:as;ion he gaye 
three nH)n in ihe Railv.a:; D'-'Parhnent in 
Townsville £100 a vear C'arh-the. Ti·affic 
:\1ann2't'1", tlu_~ :\Iaint-~·n::ulce Er.Jgil!C'L'l', and 
the LccornGti'\ e Engineer-- ;;~,t the san1c tinu~ 
that he redur('d ths< pa' of all the other 
r;;ilwa~\- serva,nt:-:.. ~ 

The CHAIR::Y1A~ : Order ! I must ask tho 
hon. mcrnb{";l' to confine hi., re1narkE to th::_) 
question. 

~Ir. FOLEY: lie \Ya.; juot ,aying that 
th1s was an old game, and an old game 
that he did not agr<'e with. HC' thourrht 
~hat before the hi;;rhly paid offi ws gGt their 
mcr~ases !he lm,-er pa1d officers '•hc.uld get 
con:;1derat1on. ThcrF" \Vere many persons in 
the Government emplov who could scarcelv 
pay their way and kec'p up appearanec" or1 
the ,.;1lariC's they were g0tting. It wao all 
Y~ry well to tell them that these particular 
r1ses had been ap·0ed upon oarlv in the 
year. The auton1atic increases harl b~cn 
agreed upon ever sincp those serYH?li:-3 ,vho 
were' entitled to them had hN·n in the em­
ploy of the Government, and when thev did 
not get it one year it t brew thrm },a~ k 
Thi9 Gon•rmnent told them that th~v were 
not reducing wagco. • 

The CHAIRMAX: Order! I have had 
to call the hon. memb'·r to nrd••r '"' ,·ral 
tim•>>. He _is not in order in di,cussing the 
generLll pohcy of the GoY\'l"lHilent. 

::\Ir. FOLEY: He was fli,eussiJw the re­
duction or otlH'rwise of fJf!iccr.; in th<' y,)te. 

The CHAIRMAX : The hon. memb~r will 
br, in order if he clc,•s that· bnt he will 
not b~J in order in disC'U~'!in~ the general 
poliQ of tlw GoY:TnmPnt. ~ 

:'tfr. FOLEY: He did not know that he 
was di,c·n ,~ing the g!.'neral policv of the Go­
venn~lent. He wa:S discu~s~'-ing thC payn1ent of 
salanes. 

The CHAIR}IAX: T!J,, han. member was 
discussing the policy of payment of :,alaries 
adopted by the GoY!.'rnmcnt and not this 
vote. 

Mr. FOLEY: He thrmght that other han. 
members who had spoken had gone all round 
the compass too. He w:ts onlv elaboratinO' 
his arp:nment. pPrhaps, when iie pointed t~ 
other d.epartments, but it was only to show 

[ilfr. Foley. 

that it applied tn tlwm also. He w,!S rt' .. 
£erring to the rPduction of the salaries of 
five clerks from £530 to £500. Tho Treasurer, 
by way of interjection, replied to the hon. 
mcmb::r for \Yarrego that the u:duetion vvas 
caused b-;, a cadet being put in the pn-.ition 
of on<' of the dcrks. who had been promoted' 
or shif:'ld. He only 'aid that because--

The CIT UR}IA~ : Tlw hon. mcmb!.'r has 
said it half a doM'n times alre3cly. 

:'.fr. FOL.KY: IIe "<tlltcd to pre·:s it bc­
c"use thf' Chairman did not seem to under­
stand what he was driYing at. (Laughter.) 
That cadet ohould get the salary due to the 
pc<ition h<c had filled. 

Hox. R. PHILP: His friend the hon. 
n1ernber for l\luudin,t.; burr a \va:-: ycry narrow­
nJindcd; ht'l \YaB a Very f'nuill 1nan :..u ~mind 
,.\:: well a.;; in bod.,~. l-Ie vva:s Y<''l'V like a n1an 
in England-a rllen1ber of 1~a1:lia;.nent and 
a ::1Iini,;tcr-who once said that no man liv­
ing was ,n;rth o£500. That man ,,-as at pre­
sent drawing £5,COG a year, and wlwn he· 
wu.::l a:.;kcd ,vhere it \t,•nt to, h,, said. •· ... \<..: 
:i\Iri'. Burns." Tho han. member had told 
the l\nnmittec about throe men in Town"­
ville "lw got £1Cfi a year each. He for­
got to : ;i.y that they did a great deal of 
extra \vork. Tho~e rnPn were ::\Ir. EYani'l, 
::\:lr. }1inf'han, and }Jr. Pemberton. Thc•y 
viere tlwn living in TovrnsYillc, looking aftl'r 
lhc· Xorthern ~c:ih:nys. 

The CIIAIR}IA~ : Order ! 

Hox. R. PHILP: He was only rf'futin& 
the .'tatcment of the hon. member for 2\Iun­
dingburra. :iUr. EYans had to go ont to Xc,r­
mant0n and to Bowen and J.\IackaY to in­
spect. He did double the \vork, mid ~aYcd 
a lot of mon<•y. 

:ii.Ir. FOLEY: Did vou not reduce the men 
12~ p<'r cent. at the 'same 1:inw? 

Eo!';, R. PHILP: He did not reduce anv 
of the men 12~ per cent. He reduced them· 
according to salary; men getting over £100 a· 
year w<•rc reducPd 5 per c!.'nt., and 'o on. 
He put it on a most equitable basis. 

The CHAIR:\IA~: Order: I hope the 
hon. member will not proceed furthn- on 
thf, '" line,;. 

Hox. R. PHILP: The hon. member for 
1.-Iundingburra made a stat0ment and the 
Chairman should have pullecl him up. 

The CIL\IR3.IAN : I did call the hon. 
rr1enrber to order. 

Hox. R. PHILP : After he had nude it. 
(Laughtf.'r.) 

Mr. GILDAY: He did not wnnclPr that 
the han. member want!.'d to ju>tify himsdf. 
\Vhen he was Premier of tho State he led 
the lo\V-\vage Govcrnnr0nt. He was tho Illail: 

who introduced the poll tRx. 

Tho CHAIRMA~ : Order ! 
The SECRETARY FOR PGBLIC \YORKS: 

I rise to a point of order. 
}'[r. GILDAY: He put a poll tax on evE'ry­

one, even on the man getting 4s. 6d. a clay. 

The CHAIRMAX: Order ! Will the hon. 
meinber resume his seat? 

The SECRETARY FOR PGBLIC WORKS' 
::Y1y point of nrder is that the hon. member 
is not cliecuesing the question before the· 
Committee. He is discussing the poll tax~ 
which has nothing whatever to do with it. 
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The CllAIR}1AX : The hon. member is 
decitkdly out of order, and I must remin:l 
him that when I get up to call him to order 
he mu't obey my call. 

}Jr. GILDAY: He had no desire whatever 
to disagree with the Chail-man's ruling. 
He thought that the han. member u•cd argu­
ments againct members on that side for 
which there was no ju.·tification, and it was 
only ri.ght that they 5hould retaliate. He 
could not ri •C in his place without saying 
what the Labour party had done. The 
lower vaid people to-day were really asked 
to subscribe to every mortal thing in con­
npction with the waY, and yet they were told 
that. ,,.;\'ing to the war, there w;;s no justifi­
cation for their giving rises. He attended 
a p;•triotic carnival run by the Australian 
Natives' A.•·ociation on Saturday last. 

'The CIIAIR.:IIAX: Order ! I would point 
out that tho ~'- ustralian Natives' Association 
carnival has nothing to do with the vote 
before t!J,. Committee. I must ask the han. 
nH:,lber to deal with the Yotc before the 
Uov.inlittcc-. 

l\Ir. GILIJA.Y: Ile was >,oing to show the 
ncce·sity of giving the lower paid people 
better pay, when they found that very 
nc·arl; e\·crything appertainir,g to tho war 
was thrown on to the shoulders of the 
workers. He mPrely rose for the purpose of 
<':q>re,sing rc·,entn,ent at the remarks of the 
han. member for Townsville. 

Que.;tion put and passed. 

LABOUR AKD F.\CTORIES. 

'The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \YORKS 
mowd that £7,650 be granted for '·Labour 
and Factories." There >~-as a de~rease of 
£200 in connection with the conv-e.;ance of 
labour, rail \Yay' and sh•an1er ia.rr':.;; aud a 
dccreaw of £10 i·1 c:mnection with labour 
agents, and an i!::crctt~e of £30 in regard to 

in~pc:ccors. \Yhen speaking on 
[5.3() p.m.J the mattor, the Premier had 

nwntioned that there was a small 
increase to }lr. Jack, who, when appointed, 
was told that his salary would be so much, 
and that after serving a certain number of 
months he would receive an increa,e of £10, 
which he had got. 

}1r. \VIXSTANLEY (Queenton) said he 
would like some information as to what 
in;itructions loC'al agents had in regard to 
brenf'hes of the _'.ct? The inspector at 
Charters Towers wa~ a :very energ0tic and 
paimlaking officer and did his work equi­
tably, but he was not at liberty to pro~ecute 
without getting permission from the Chief 
Inspector. 

'The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \YORKS: The 
Chief Inspector cannot give permission at 
all; the Minister is r0sponsible. 

Mr. WIKSTANLEY: That was all right 
as far as it "·ent, but when people were 
guilty of bre<tches of the Act, and recognised 
that fact, and stated that the:v were going 
to pkad guilty when brought before the 
court. it should be quite sufficient to fine 
them for a breach of the Act, without com­
pelling them to pay £2 2s. solicitor',, ex­
penses as 'vel!. Of course, if people were 
going to defend the case, then the inspector 
must do the same. 

The SECRETARY FOR P"CBLIC \YORKS: 
The instructions were that when anyone 

notified that he was going to plead guilty, 
no '·olicitor should be cmp~oyed, and while 
the hon. llH'lnber wa9 speaking, a UlClllO­
randum had been handed to him (:\Jr. 
Barnco) frolll the ofiicer in charge, pointing 
out that that was the practice. lie wa' 
:very glad to know that the han. member 
appreciated the inspector in Charters Towers, 
thP more so, because he was an officer \vho 
had risen from the ranks. The officer in 
question . .J.t one ti1ne was a messenger in 
the Department of Public \Yorb, but he 
had pro; eel himself a capable man and wa& 
promot~cl to the position of inspector. In 
order to r0:novc any doubt with regard to 
the polic,y pm.oucd in connection with prose­
cutions where people pleadnd guilty, h<· 
'l·ould sec that furthPr instructions were 
given. The han. member would at once 
rccognis(' that if people did not !Hopose to 
plead guilty, as many points were taken, it 
was hivhh· nef'PS><arv that tho Crown should 
be represented by a solicitor. 

}Jr. HFXHA:Vl: understood that there had 
been a rc·duction of £10, as far as thfl salary 
of the lady inspector was conCL'rlH·d. and it 
""''· a case of the officer not receiving the 
salary of the positi:cn to which she was 
appoint,..d. He maintained that the position 
shrmld carry the o.alary. As the population 
of the State increased, they mu··.t expect the 
lower grade officers to (\O up higher. and 
there was no rr-v:;on wh~ they should not 
get the higher "alary when they got the 
po~ition. They did not ,qy to a judge. when 
appointed, " £2.000 a year ·is the salary, 
but we will shirt you at £1.500." 'Then 
again, a member of Parliament when first 
0l0ct0d got £300 a year. just the same as 
those who had been members for years. 

The SECRETARY FOR PCBLIC WORKS: 
H~ quite recognibed the. principle the han. 
member had ad· .. ocated, but he would be 
ab'c· to explain the position to the entire 
sa tisfaetion of the Committee. They had in 
the dr'partment a lady of the name of Smith. 
}li~s Smith had been in the department for 
1nany y0ars, and she became very 11roficient 
in her dutic5. It would be at once admitted 
that, in a department such as the D0part­
ment of Labour, no matter how good a new­
comer might be, it could not be expected 
for one moment that she would be right up 
to all the requiremenb of !he department; 
ancl. indeed, th0v required a good ·deal of 
training in order to make them fit for their 
work) so the reduction \Vas in no \vay a 
reflpction on those joining the department. 
'There w; re ;ome 'ervict·; where there must 
be a mnximum salarv, and. if the han. mem­
ber lmcm all the circumstanc·es, he would 
know that a fair deal had been given to 
every member of the 'ervicr. Two of the 
lady insnectors were practically newcomers. 
One came from another b1·anch of the ser­
vice, but she was anxious to get into that 
branch of the sen·ice and was YCQ' gln.d of 
the opportunitv of a ;·ailing herself of the 
salary provided. 

}Ir. BOWMAN !Fnrtitwl, T'allcy) wished 
to draw the attention of the ::\Iinister to thr• 
case of an inspector rec:ently in the employ 
of the Fa..-tories and Shops Department, at 
Ipswich. He was dealt with by the Public 
Service Board and dismi;;sed for drunken­
ness. The officer in quect'on had been in tho 
senice "ince 1890. and, though he believed 
this wa .. the .second time such a charge had 
be~n mack again•.t him. the police magistrate 
and the clerk of )Jetty se"'iono at Ipowich 

X1r. Bowman.] 
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tc,tified that he had done his work well. 
He CHr. Bowman) had seen officers very 
high in the >erYice >o full that they could 
ho.rdiy walk, but not one word was said 
:about them. and he considered it was un­
fair to make ·'fish of one and flesh of 
another.'' If this man had been reprimanded, 
h0 thoug·ht it would have met the case. The 
man h8.cl be,'n recently married, and it was 
tot likely that he would haye much chance 
oi getli;,g into a11other department, and, 
hil -rill\!;' n•;?·tnd to h:s vrevious good service, 
lw trugte l ! ho 1-.lini.,,~f>r '\auld reconsider 
~h0 ca"c and give him another chance. He 
Qwlicvcd that the man admitted in a letter 
which lw had written to the Minister that 
hP was not right on the occasion in qul':.:ltion. 
HP did not know whether the;e \Vas any 
friction b tween him and the Chief Insp,·D­
tor, but, taking into consideration the fact 
that in a vote th"Y had recPntly pass0d there 
was one ins]'ector who, if he had his due, 
would have been out of the cervice long 
ago, he hoped the Minister would give this 
man anther chance. 

The SEURETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
It was just as well to be frank in connection 
with anything that had been done by the 
Minioter or by the department. Defore he 
took charge ol the \Yorks Dqlat tmcnt, tho 
ofiiQ('l' ref,,upd to by tho hon. member for 
Fortitude Yallcy had been reprimanded by 
the then Minister, and he was told that, 
if he continued to behave as he had been 
doing, he would be dismissed. He pro­
mised to becom~ an abstainer, and said that 
there would be no further cause of trouble. 
Repeatedly comp1aints had been made by his 
supel'ior ofiicPrs that hn was not doing his 
work s~tti"factorilv. To haYe an officer in a 
dqJartment like 'the Labour and Factorib, 
who could not du his work properly, was a 
reflection upon nveryone connected with the 
department. If tho hon. member ,,aw the 
record of the officer, he would cee at once 
that the department could not retain an 
o1licer with bUch a record. So far as he 
c:ur. Barnes) knew, the service wa, a sober 
one, and, if it was represented to him that 
an officer wa · not capable of doing his dut,r 
throug·h the excessive usc of liquor, it was 
not his duty to see that the man became an 
abstainer, but it was clearly his duty­
especially where a man had to in,pect 
ma~hinery and scaffolding, or \Vork" in con­
nection with Labour and Factoriec;-to see 
~hat that n';an ,,, as not any longer employed 
111 the sc-rnce. He r'·'iretted having to say 
that this man had had several op1lOrtunitics 
and that his ,,ork was not at all s'atisfactorY 
to the departml··lt. He hoped the hon. mem­
b?r would give him an opportunity of lotting 
hnn sec some of !he rccmds of this officer. 

1\lr. BO\V}!AN: I shall be very glad to see 
thPm. 

The SECRETARY FOR P"CBLIC WORKS: 
If the hon. member had bec.1 in his place, 
he would have acted pt ecisely as he did, 
unless he wanted to make tho department stink 
in the nostrils of the public. In a depart­
ment that required the exercise of tact and 
care in adminirh·ation, thev could not afford 
to have a man who was not capable of look­
ing after himself. He Wid quite prepared 
to give any man a chance, but this man had 
his chnnce and failed to take advantage of 
it. As the hon. memb~r c,aid, he might have 
;;onw difiicultv in obtaining another position, 
but he should havp profited by his previous 
warnings. 

fJir Bo1l'man. 

Mr. GILDAY: This department had very 
important work to do in seeing that all the 
industrial award,; which had been made were 
carried out in their entirety, and he re· 
grettcd very much that the work of adminis­
tration was not carried out as it should be 
in some towns in the State. In most towns 
the inspectot'S were sympatlwtic, but in others 
they were not, and there were some unions 
which were not strong enough to enforce 
the observance of awards by their employer,, 
8Y1d it was very hard on such unions. He 
wanted to hring "'Jme facts under the notice 
of tho Minister, because they might Pnable 
him to im·estigate the chargee, he had to 
make. It was well known that the meat in­
dustry employees had a very strong· organi­
''" tio'l, and they sent periodically through­
out QuoC'nsland an officer to srA h0w the 
meat awards were carriecl oui. This officer 
made a report, and ho was pr<']Jared at any 
time to allow dw :Ministc·e to "ee it. At 
Warwick and :Mackay it had been brought 
under the noti·c8 of th<l inspectors that there 
had been breachc·s of tho awards in connec­
tion with the industrv. The unfortunate 
part about these repm:h v·as that as soon 
as a!l cn1ployee gaYe informflltion about a 
brC'ach of the award taking plM'', the very 
next cL1y the employer would have posses­
sion of that information and he would go 
to the employee and a'k him what he meant 
by making that report against him. As 
soon as an employee reported an infringe­
ment of the Act, the inspector went straight 
and told the employer. The inspector had 
no right to do that; in fad, there was a 
prmalty pro:vided in the Act for anyone doing· 
!hat kind of thing. No insrwctor had a 
right to divulge infovmation that was gi:ven 
to him by the employees. Tlwre were some 
complaints rereiv•'d about the rc·port.,. ha:v­
ing to go through the hf'ad office in Bris­
bane. in-tead of being dedt with where they 
were made. \Yh<'n complaints We're made in 
diffc'rcnt towns-Toowoomha, Emerald, and 
other places-the officPrs had to communi­
cate with the head office in Brisbane befor(' 
thev could take action. The re,ult '}ften 
wa; that the employee would han' left the 
distt·if't before proceedings could be taken. 
The whole onus of prosecuting an emplo;rer 
··hould be ldt with th<J inspectors in the dif­
fe-rent centres where the offences took place. 
Mr. Smith, the organis'1r of the Butchers' 
l'Dion, recently visited Longrr'lch, Barcal­
dine, and Emerald, and he brought. undC'r 
the notice of the inspector at Emerald a 
ln·c;,ch of the mc1d indu.·trv award. The 
in ·,pcctor was also the clerli: of petty sc,:­
sions. and he rdused to take anv action 
n gainst the employer. The official of the 
Butclwrs' Union prosc'Cuted tlw man him­
self, with the result that he was fined for com­
mitting a breach of the award, and in addi­
tion he had to make up the amounts that 
he hnd short paid in wages, which in some 
cn3eS amo•mted from 2s. 6d. per W<'Ck to o-fll 
7s. 6cl. per week. It was a. bad state 0f 
affairs when the local in.srwctors r<'fused to 
take act.ion, and if they all took up that 
attitude he could not se0 how justice could 
be obtained for the employPe. The officials 
of the Bntchers' Union were dways ready 
to aHist the insp<'ctors 50 far as breaches of 
the a ward \V<·re concerned, :mel he knew of 
instances where other renutable employers 
aho assisted them in laying bdorf' the in­
spectors instance• wher<' violations of the law 
had taken place. If that sm·t of thing hap­
pe-ned wher0 a 0trcng body of org-'1~1:,,,..._;:1 mf'n 
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was concerned, what must it be where the 
unorganised portion of the workers was con­
cerned? That showed tho neressitv of hav­
ing ;;ympathetio administration f1·om men 
-,,ho had humanitarian vic,vs so that thev 
could bring about ju ,tice 8o far as tho 
''urker:5 \Verc con('ernf'd. In E1nu Park, Yep­
poon. and ::'vlount Chalmers th<>re had been 
no change in the condition; since the a\varcl 
came into force. The men had to work on 
Snndays as well as e-very other day in the 
\\ t•ck. and rhe inspectors would not act. As 
the conditions were just tlw '•nmc at those 
place'S as th-'Y were l>efore the a•.vard came 
into fore<>, he hoped the Minister would look 
into them. .\.t Laidle>, when Organise,· 
i"mi1h hroug·ht certain 'matkrs under the 
Ldti,., of the acting sergeant th•_ re, the act­
ing SC'rg.._'ant ~.,tiel he -would not act on hi..:; 
advicP at alL and he thought that a man 
\Yho made a charge like Smith made ag:tinst 
an employer ought to be in gctol. That was 
a poor '1 ay c£ trc ~!ling n1atters of that kind. 
Ill' had a re;Jort as to the workino· of the 
different aw.:n:ds thro.<ghout Qu,;ensl~nd, and 
he ·would be pleased to give it to the Minis­
ter, as he thought he should have it before 
hil_ll. .It was not often he made chargo3 of 
thiS lund, and he on!> did it in orrler to 
have them inn<tigated.by the 1\Iinister. He 
hoped there would he better administration. 
<Jf the ·wages Board Acts in the outside 
towns than there had been in the past. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC' WORKS 
rose to sav that the matters mentioned bv 
the hon. 1nemher would be looked into h;­
him. · 

:Mr. LARCO:\lBJ~ (J(, pptl) hoped the Mini -
tPr ''auld investigate the charge., made hv 
the hon. munber for Ithaca, and also tha't 
he \YC'ul 1 look into eharg('~ 1nade :n c,Jnnec­
tion with aw.tnh in Central Queensland. There 
had h'• n "'riom complaints al1out violation 
-0f t1w e::1gin2-drivPrs and fir( lllPn's a\vard in 
the Central-west which should be lookPd into. 

Mr. BERTRA:\1 hopPd th0 :\Iini"t- r would 
rccon-!dPr tho· ca.•<' of the man referred to 
1,~ the hou. nwmher for Fortitucle Vallev. 
\Yhen he (:\fr. Berh-um) wa' s~-'retarv of ·a 
union. he had frpqu<:'ntl> come into contact 
with the man rpfprred t~. and hP knew that 
he c nTiPd out his "·ark in an efficient man­
ner. H<' believed that the Scactarv for 
Public \Yorks wa-_, rather a fanatic on the 
qu0"-tion of ten1perance. 

Go \"ERX)JE:\T MDIBERS : ::\ o. 

Mr. DT<;RTRAM: He did not want to do 
the :\Iinist •r an injmtice. but th€·y knew 
that lw wa'l n sh·on•; achocate of teetotalism, 

The Sn·nEnRY FOR PcBLIC \YoRKS: I have 
nc•1·er hesitated t.) 'O..Y that I am a total 
n hstainer, hut I clo not want to do an unfair 
thi'lg to a man who doc, not ~,:e eve to eye 
wi1 h me. (II car, hear !) • 

J'llr. BERTRA:\1: It seemed as if the 
Ministn had done this man an injustice in 
that direction. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \YORKS: Come 
along and see the hook at the office. 

:\Ir. _BERTR"~)1: He would take an op­
portmuty of domg that. Ile hoped that thE' 
tnan's c>ase would be considered again. and 
that he would b~ rPinstated. h •cause it was 
<lifficult for him to gd Pmp!ovmcnt ehe· 
'vhen" aftPr having he-en hve1i:tv-three or 
±wt•nty-four y{-=-ars in this deparhn(•nt. 

1Ir. THEODORE referred to the item put 
down for railwav fares. which wa-- m,,c]o 
a>ailable for those persons who ,.ccureJ pm­
ployment in •'vme di.;tant pl;ilce and got a 
pass from the department to take them to 
their place of employment. The intention 
\vas a good one, but, unfortunately, it 1v~s 
somewhat re--,tricted. and the r<'gulations 
had been more restricted this year than 
hitherto. The argunH~nt \Va~ that very often 
men who got pa,;sc, travelled to their dPo­
tination. and did not g:o to that part~cul>r 
einploymc'ni, and con~,.:·quently HH' iarl" wa,:s 
lost to thl' depart:rnPnt. Care had to b.._" 
hkcn to pren·nt the dc•partm~nt from hPiHg 
defraudl_'(l. but a ~rcat 1uany n1LH \Y( ro 
th< r<'by pla•'ecl nndn a dis\lhility. A c1oe 
C'an1e under his notic~: the week b,~fon~ la~t, 
\Yhere h,·o n1en had v:ol'l~ to go to at Bandc\· 
be-rg, on one of the ,:;ugar plantations; bnt 
the DPpartm< nt of Lab· ur rdusctl to giY•' 
theill " pass unlc" they could get a friPncl 
to guarantee them. But tbc•v had no friPnd 
here. He rang up :\Ir. Cro\\:thcr, who, after 
considering the n1atter, treated it a~ a ~pecial 
casf~ and gayo thc-n1 a 11ass. and he \vas in~ 
formed by ::\1r. Crowther that the men had 
not been heard of again, and thP departmunt 
had lost the fare. The departnPnt made 
regulations to guard again,t fraucl of this 
kind, but it made it prPtty difficult for others 
who were honest to get pass<'s to go to the 
place' they had got work at unl,'ss the:,- had 
got frif'nds. In such cases as these it was 
better to pur;,ue a man who rommitted a 
fraud and make an example of him. It Wa'~ a 
reasonable thing that the Government should 
assist honest men to get to their employment, 
on th.· distinct undPrstanding that the fare 
came out of their wage<. The men should 
noz be pcn<~Ji,c-,1 bc,'aU~'" the clepartm<'nt had 
been penalised in one or two instances, and 
the l\Iinist~r "hould lav down a rule that no 
apparently g<'nuine n;an should be turned 
dmvn. 

The SEUtET .. \.HY FOR YCBLIC WORKS 
·"n~d thL' polit.:y of tht) <lcparbncnt \Va¥ a Yery 
lib, ral orw--1Htnlc1y. th,tt if any 1)('r.:;on ap~ 
plierl for a raihsay p;. •', and wa .• c.blC' to 
show that th •v had wo;·k j.o <;n to. the dc­
partmr·m would find th- half of the fare; 
if thP f(~rc £1. thc-v onlv a~kcd the n1un 
to giYc a guarautcC' for~ l'"'·._. ~ liP apprt~ciat0d 
the point .,-h;dl the Jw-·1. meEI'••r fror Chil­
lat:";o0 had 1·ai·.;:.d. and he tf;( k it that if a 
rnan obtainf'd the fare under false prC't·:-.nC'PP, 

it wn' a fojr thirg- to pur.ue him, and the 
IllJ.tter w, alcl ]TC"iY0 YCTY f<.rcful ('On·~;dcra­
ti1 ;1, The dev 1Thnent ~lid not d0sirt> to 
pPLa1i~:· rr::lv liUll 1.\ho w~~::; hon:':"t in f':£\l'k~ 
i:ng for wofk. 

}Ir. PAYXE !Jlit!'lit '1\ point-ed cut that 
tb ;~ d ·'part n. ·nt ha,J n1cr•.' 0ffcc+ iYc· 1Y1achinery 
than an iuliYidn~l to follow np these men 
who obt::.tincd p<:~.~,_L-s f-~audnlontly, ahd they 
mo;::1r <'lh'ilcy tho policE' fe-r !hat purpose. 
I--In had an account now ,-. .-hicl1 he had re­
c QiYed frcn1 ihe dcparhncnt for on_e of these 
P"-'" es. in conner tion with a en sc which hac! 
C<f•··n10d to hin1 at th0 tirrH' to b'"' ~.:enuino 
0110. It was difficult for an h"ncel man to 
get a pa'.' ~ un ac·r·r'unt of the ;,ui'nicion f'nused 
bv then • wlw had tak<>n the. department 
down. H<' W'l'· g-lacl to >-ay that in the ma­
jority of < W".'' whic-h had ec:me under his 
not~eP the m~Jn h;Hl rPhuned their fares, but 
thC'l'l' hnd b::cn a f1'VV c.cst~"r:;. and it \Va·:;:. the 
duty d tlw d-~partmcnt to follow up these 
wash'r . ...:. and n1akc it ea,~ier for the hone"t 
man. 

Q·i,c ·tion put and paB'cd. 

Mr. Payne.] 
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J<:i'TICE DEP!,RDIEXT. 

CHIEF OFFICE. 

The SECRETARY FOR YCBLIC IN­
STRCCTIOX (Hon. J. \V. Blair, Ipswi;h\ 
;>,10:, cc\, th~~ £7,475 bo grant~d for ·' Cl~iof 
~JfliPP. lhere '''u Yery httle a!terahon 
m the v~:Jt . ThPre was an apparent decrease 
of .£10 1n the Palarv of the chief messenger, 
whiCh _wax not re.clly a decrease. Tho ex­
planatlOn :vas that tho chief messenger had 
bPcn appomted from the head office to the 
position of chief bailiff of the District 
Co~rt, and. t.hc jl~nior 11]-C~scngr_r was pro­
moct•d to h1' pos1tlon. Tile amotmt for fees 
for the defence of poor prisonc rs was in­
cre"oed hy £22fl. and the amount for fees 
for court "horthand writers from £100 to 
£2SO. 
. :IIr. IL\RDAC'RE (Lcichhardt): He should 

hke to kl!O\\ whc•ther any 1nore was sper!t 
on th0 defence of ]l<:or vrisoners la't vear 
than tho year before? • 

The SEcJc.;:::TARY FOR PuBLIC Ix~'LF~LCTIO~; 
Yes. 

l\It. lL\RDAtcRE: The sum of £130 was 
not a largo sn1n to spend jn hYclye nlOIPhs. 
I-~e ha~l 1 bad a li...-ely experient-c> in connc<~­
hon \\'lt11 an effort he had mcHle to ge't the 
department to use 'Onw of that moncv to 
defend a poor pri;;or:er in a case in \vhid;: tho 
man wa< charged with atten1pting to obtain 
mono:;: by fraudulent vretencn. On thG sur­
face, 1t .·,<~<r·nzcd as if the evidence \Yas verY 
much against the defendcmt. but he lme,'V 
the . ma;> anc) his p~culiarities, and, after 
han_ng. mterne\\ed h1m, he came to the con­
clmlOn t_hat there might be a very simple 
explan;,tton of the matter. 'rhc man had 
no mean~s at all, an~ he (Mr. Hardacre) \wnt 
to ~he L nder Secre,ary to try and get some 
.as~Istance for the defendant from the poor 
pnso_ners' dcfenc~ fund, but could get 
nothmg at a.!!. W IH'n the <;:ase c.~me on. the 
m'!-n was acquitted, or >ome doubt was 
ra1~ed b~.,. the pro.::ecution, and the man 
walkc~l out of court within fh·e minutE's of 
the trw!. He "·as glad that the amount for 
the defenro of poor prisoners was increased 
and hoped the department would use th~ 
funds. 

Tho, ~'lECRETA?-Y FO_R PCBLTC IX­
STR1 CTION: \\hen th1s Yote was dis­
cussed lad. year, he made a. promise that 
the· matter would be eeriotblv <;onsidered 
and. i~ \Yas considered to the t>xtent that. i~ 
add~t~on to the appropriat;on of £130. an 
add1bonal_ amount of £295 was obtained, 
tl;>:s makmg- the whole expenditure £425. 
\\ Ith regard to the case mentioned bv tl'e 
hon. member, be had no personal kno»:led~" 
of it. but he could say that, when he was i~ 
the department, wherever there was a rea­
son.ablo chane":. of a man raiFing a defence 
which won!d sccu~'e hi' libE>rty, he invariably 
p-rantr:d hnn assiStance, and that was the 
mtcntwn of the Act. But in ju,t'ce to who­
PYn' wa-; res]:onsible for finally decidinl.i the 
m~ttr,r mLnhoned by tho hon. mPmber. he 
nught say that the dep~rtment first of all 
_got. a r<'port from the police magistrate who 
heard th" ca;sP, and if that report was 
stronrd:v ag-amd tlw defeilda'lt, it ham­
po;·.cd thP dPpar'ment very much in their 
acdon. 

:\Ir. FORSYTH : With regard to the 
statement of the hen. member for Leich­
hardt that a great deal more monev might 
be expended on the defE>nce of poor prisoners 

[IIon . .J. W. Blair. 

than ,,-as expended, he would point out that, 
in addition to the ±:130 voted !ac-t Year no 
k".S than £2~5 in addition was spent," 1nafdng 
a total of £376. He could quite under­
stand tiF <kpartmcnt asking for £350 now, 
'II hen £376 "as expended last year. 

:'vir. RYAX noticed an amount of £300 set 
do''~n for '·legal expenso:-3 iei' H business) ~~ 
and should like to k1~o'v \Vhat tho"-e expen3~S 
con• i>tcd of. Did thev include fees to 
counb·•l. or what did the5' refer to'? 

'The SI''-'~RET.mY FOR PUBLIC IxsTRTJCTIOX ; 
Court fh·'· 

:\Ir. RY_\I'\: \Ya> thel'e any place where 
tlw:-· ould find tJ,c amount paid te> 
counsel? 

Tbo Sr 'RHARY FOR PUBLIC l'S'SIRTJCTIOX : 
In the return I laid on the table . 

:\Ir. RYAX: It was not on the Estimates~ 
The SECR£T.\RY FOR P<:BLIC IXSTRUCTIOX : 

Xo. 
)Ir. RY.A:\: Thl'l'L' was :1nothei· lllG.tter 

he should like, to rc>fer to. He should like 
to know what v. as the intrcntion of the Go­
y;:r:run: .!J.t -,~,ith re~;ard to thP appoint1nent of 
a publi•: trustee'? Tbat was a ver~- neces­
:::;ar.,, officr~ to hase ··-,cablisbcd. and nothing 
,,,pe.mcd i·J ha '\ c been done in tha r direction. 
Pos~~bly the ~Iini~h-r nngllt haYe ::-on1e 
:-tat1...01HL'Ilt to n1:\ke in rep·ard to it. There 
v; a:..:. a grr·at public clcJ:!lUlH.l for ~-uch an 
officPl'. and a W"'CP"·"ity for f'.UC'h an ap­
pointment being made. He would also like 
to know whE>tlwr something could not hE' 
donp _as to the payn1cnt of Hnall a1nount:'l in 
the t:iaYing:-1 Bank in case·" c.£ int-cbtucy. 
Th-ere had to bo a wait of three montho 
under the ... -\ct be--fore the 111vncy was paid 
out. I-I~ knew of an inst-.~,nce ·which Ol·z·urred 
oE!y the vtlwr day, in \\ hich a perwn died 
k.;n·ing an amount of abvut £20 in the hank. 
Ht> enrlea n>ured to get the mon('V rout for 
the relatin', and intcrYiewed the Dep:nv 
Curatur of Int<>·,tate BstatP~. who had no ob­
jrctic}n. But the n1~.nagcr. of. the Savinp:s 
Bank "·as unable to do an;rthm£;, although 
he C\I~·. Tiyan) \Vas prcvared to ~!gn an~ 
doC'UllL'nt that rni~ht b,, IH.·h_'',j ,<.tl'J. Ile 'vas 
told tlut if it had been undet £10 it could 
he""" been done. 'Ihe P•'rscn ha!llwncd to 
die before s!w sign('d tlw withdrawal form 
-whi( h h(;.J hH~n sent to her, and her hus­
h· 1"! wah':C <I to "''t the monev. but could 
nul do ··n. and h. <l t· go awa~- withour it. 
.Appnrpntly~ thC' ofric._•rs were jus:-~fipd under 
the --~ct, but still s:_.rrlPthing sh-.1uld be done 
V1 "horu~n the p.criod in Lac'~--~ where the 
Inon-,·:· n1ight be r(!ally lleN-''(·,.ll'y. 

The BEL~RET.\-o.Y FOR P1'BLIC IX­
ST~lCCTlOX: _The r<'a:-dl why th' mm;ey 
could r.:A b2 p<Lld out wa~ bf'ean.~l' (:f a pre­
cautionary period provided under the Sav­
inglj Bank .Act~ and it \Vas con.-;idcred at 
the time the Act '"as pa.s,,ec! that t 11e period 
rneni·{onecl was u rca,onable tim<~ to lteep­
people wa.;ting in order to s~o thctt e\ cn-bodv 
who had a claim .tc;;·ainst the estate had a 
chance to prove it. 'Cndoubtcdly. in case~. it 
worked hardship, but he believed th.t.t au 
PXC'C'ption was 1nade ncvl in rases up to about 
£20 for funeral expenses and othPr demands 
whjch had to be paid in priority of other 
damJB. Tlw onlv wav ho could see of deal­
ing \Yith tlw mtltter ;., ao to amend the Acl 
and it was Yerv doubtful whc>ther that would 
be- wi~P. In i:hP majority of rases it was 
r:=-n!1y a ·,vfC'guard. ,Y;th regai·d to th~ pub­
he tn-:-:tn-:. all he ( nu~d i:0ll th~ Hm .. Fe ·waS" 
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that h,, had a Biil pre pared to give effect 
to what the hon. nH•mLer had di:-cu,,<'d, but 
so far there had be,m no opportunity of intro­
duciug ir. HP pron1isr•cl t(J sec whether the 
safcr;uard in the case of SaYing,,, Bank depo­
sits could not be rem~'''<'d, but, personally, 
he did not think it c,mld. 

Mr. HA:\IILTO?\: Ewry year the ques­
tion of th0 appointmeOlt of public trustees 
cropped up. and tlwv got the same ~r-·,wer 
that the Mini>ter had ju;;t gi.-en the Hou;:P­
that his intention wm to introduce a measure 
if he c,mlcl only g<'t the opportunity. \Ylwre 
there \\as a \vi!! th"re was a wav. There 
\Vas au opportunity la~t year and ;~gc.·in thi" 
yPer. But. of cc~ur'·f', it '~Yas one of those 
measures that intcrh•red with private entPr­
pri"'· He lJ,,)j,;ed that a mcamre of the 
kind had been verv sure< %tul in Xt•w 
South \Yales. Tl>'Y l1ad a bi,,: ,t 1ff in the 
Crown La\v Otflce, 'Jnd, lw Lelievu~J a very 
capable >taff, quite as able and ju: t as com­
pPtent as those in other· State.', to <·:crrv out 
the dutic' if tllPy coulrl only !:[ivc thelil tlw 
opportunity to do so. And \dwn th~y hMl a 
dPpartrw•nt \Yith a con1petrnt staff, ht:' held 
that they -hould put. that >taff to the Ycr~· 
best usc- possible. The public trustee had 
been \Ya:nt:}d for Il.Lln::r, nu.tuy year;;. It '"as 
one of those illC''::1"iUrPs which Phould be 
brought in at tho very begh1nir.og of tho 
~C'i--3ion, aud thcv had bad a lot of n1casun)s 
\Yhieh cculd Yel·y ~sell ,;tnnd over until· it 
\Va~ made la"\V. rrhe Govern~nE'nt had time 
to briLg in a Bill te.mpering with the fran­
c>hisP in ordC'r tn nu~kt:- their position on 
the Trcasurv benche'' a little ,afer, but thev 
hacl no tin1c to deal vcith a measurP that 
"ould be for the public weal and public 
good. and benefit thou:- ands of persons in 
the C'OJ:HlllUilit.y. 

Mr. THEODORE: HP ,~culcl like to in­
ten·ogate the l\linist('r with rc1(arcl to the 
increase provided for the Supr0n1e Court 
jndgps' travelling pxpr-nses. Last year they 
WPre set down at £900. a'1d this vear thev 
had incrP".'"d to £1.000. He woufd like to 
know what was the aYElrage co'lt of the tra­
velling of the judg'""· 

The SECRETARY FOR PCBLIC IX­
STRCC:TIOX: It was found rhat the judges 
\Vf're traYl"lling 1nore latterly. because l\Ir. 
Ju~tir'1" Shand \Ya"i a\va-;~ on hvclYe 1nonth~' 
leave 0f ab ·<'ll\'C. whi~h nPcr,-;,citn.tPd ::\Ir. 
Justicr· Lnkin's ~oing from Rockhampton, 
and. lL: suppo,:~.c'fL necP~,sitatcd al·o f1 re­
divi::;ion of the- W\•rk. The iudge:S had tr;\­
velkd on C'ireuit 2J6 da::;, ~at the aYcragc 

of £3 l c-.. -lc1. cl>y. 

:\Ir. T:!:.-fEODORE point<'d out that th0}' 
had rc•duced the travelling expenses ('f the 
in .... pC'ctors cf n1aehJncr~ : and no·w they pro­
po~.t.·d to increase t1:e traYellinv, t)xpuL;.:r,, of 
the judge;:. 

The SECRE'fV~Y FOR PUBLIC h,STRUCTION: 
Their f!-xpenses haY~' nut increased, but thcv 

arc travelling 1nurt". ~ 

:\Ir. THEODORE: \Yas th" av<:'rag-c cost 
last yea-r the came'! 

Thl' SECRET.\RY FOR PcBLIC JNSTRCCTION: 
Ye,, I think so. 

::\ll'. THEODORE: The inspectors were 
necessary to look after machinery all oyer 
the State and S<'e that it was safe, and, no 
doubt, thev would be affected more bv the 
increased cost of living than the judges.- The 
judges ought to be as patriotic as other 
public sPrvants who had to suffer as a conse· 

quc•Cf;e of the war, and forego a little luxury 
during the time they were on circuit, which 
could be clone without any gr<'at hardship 
to themcclv€·s and poesibly r("Wlt in a saYing 
to the public Treae•n-y. 

:\Jr. FIHELLY said hr, understood a cir­
cular wa.; being sent round in the f\f•rYiC'{l; 
a'kinp; for ,.ub>criptions to [lrLc,ent the Cndcr 
Se•Tct ,~trv \vith a testin1onial. He had no 
iJd'---cmal· obj0ction to Mr. H_<;ll, as h: 1;·as 
a y,?r"'.~ deserving offi.C<.~r, but 1! such a tlnng 
\\·as riu::.ot('d, or in the couL.;.n of preparation, 
it w:s rather unfortunate at thn pres0rit 
tinh'. becau£,C the juniors in the service 
thon~ht it ll('~e"sary to subscrih- to such a 
tec.timonial. They imagin~d they werP under 
a handicap or might b~ sub,nitted io hard­
>hip if thn· did not e•.rbscribe. :\11'. Hall 
\\as o-ettin ~ £100 undc•r the vot<' for thn 
'• \Yo~k.r---'"D"·clling Act," and if su~h a 
cil'f,nlar \V:JlS in cour,\c of preparation) or 
1 . oplc had taken it up, he would mgges~ 
thrt it be di,eont'nu<'d. He had no personal 
fLcling toward .•. :'olr. IbJl, but o•r account 
of th'-~ uniqnc circ,JDl'•tarH.""·'·'S, the young· offi­
eer"' ;Jt th::.- fn'CSL'nt time had no mon~··y to 
contribute. He understood l\1r. Hall was one 
d the old.o•t servants in the service, and had 
co.upktecl his jubileP, and hr- (Mr. Fihelly), 
in connnon with other n1embers. \Vas Yf!-ry 
proud of their public sen-ants. but he ;did 
nc.t think the pre,Pnt was an opportune tune­
to ('.1.rrY out a11v sehemc such as he had men-
tion~:!.' . 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STHCCTIOX: He was informed that the 
Cnder Sccrf'tarY had no knowlcdg<' of such a 
circul:u as that to which the hon. member 
had ref<·rred, but, at tile same ~imc, he (Mr. 
Blair) was informed b.- the ch1ef clerk that 
,, moYement was on foot which had been 
originated by the various heads 0f the sub­
departments to honour the Under i':iecretary 
on the attcinmcd of his jubilPc. That was 
all hP knew with regard to the matter, but 
at the .-:amo time he would convev the 
opinion Pxprl'ssed by the hen. member to 
the Cnder Secretary. 

::\Ir. FIHELL Y: Hi5 point of view had 
n.othing to do with the pros. and cons of 
the tp-.timonial; h0 thought 1t was a very 
pxccllent thing, c'prcially in the casp of a 
man \Yho had completed mch a length. of 
0en·ice. but he hope-d, if :\h. Hall was gomg 
to he prC'sl'nted with a testimonial, that su~­
f\.-\'~·intio~l.':l \vould he confln~)d to officers tn 
r~c~ipt of over £cOO a ycnr. 

Qn.- <tion put aacl passed. 

COt:RTS OF PETTY SESSIOXS. 

The SECRE'l'ARY FOR PUBLIC I:::-.1-
STRCCTIO::\ mo\'ed that £35,703 b<' granted 
for .. Courts of Pettv Sessions." Thpre wa' 
an in< rl'a•-e in the ,.(-,te of £705. there being 
an inn·eaf\r-- in salaries of .£830, and a de­
crea.'e in connection with contingencies of 
£125. Thl' increu'··''' took place from June, 
and \Yere absolutelY necessary on account 
of tho death of )1;-. 'Thomas ::\1owbray, third 
police magistrate at Brisbane, the retirement 
from tlw serviLr of the police magi'ltrate at 
Charlevillc. the retire .nent of the police 
magistrate of Cairn.~. and the appointment 
of a polic<' magistratf' at Cunnamulla. The 
retirement of those officers and others pass­
inrr out through d0ath had ncc0ssitated a: 
readjustment and various promotions. 

Han . .J. W. Blair.] 
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At thirty-five minutes past 7 o'clock, 
Tit" CHAIRMAN said: Under Standing 

Order No. 11, I call upon the hon. member 
for Bremer, Mr. Cribb, to relieve me in the 

·<;hair. 
Mr. CRIBB thereupon took t.he chair. 
J:lr. HA:&HLTO)J said he was under the 

impression that a court of petty ses•,ions was 
gr,ing to be established at the Duche.cs. but 
there ceemcd to be no provision for it in 
the Estirna tes. 

The SECRJ;TARY FOR PcnLrc IxsTRr•·Trox: 
It i·; to be established. If the hon. m .,mbcr 
will look at the bottom of the pagc-.:5-he 
will f'ee " and any other place where n. ce~.­
sary, £1,800." 

?llr. HAMILTO)J: He wa" told bv tht· de­
partment that as soon as ever the n(m police 
otaiion wa. finished a court of petty cessions 
would be e<tablished at the Duclwss. He 
had bc·cm given to uml,rstand that the build­
ing had been completed for come ti•ne, and. 
if so, it "ao up to the depr.rtnwnt to e<tab· 
!ish a court there at the earli,·st possible 
n1mnent, a{,; at the prc.~r-nt tin1c it y-as neh'.;;­
s.ury to go 80 miles to Cloneurry .. It waul? 
save a great de-al of rx:pcnso and nl:'IJnYcni­

once if a court wa" eC'tablishorl at that place. 
The SECllET.\RY F'OR PcBLIG Ix:-,rRccnox: 

I am a'"ured that a court will be established 
there. 

:::.Ir. HA::\riLTO::\ : The Committe,, had 
been told that there 1\'Gre no inc'v:.~sL':S In 
that Department, and ~"ct he noticed that 
tho police magistrate at Barcaldin<> \Yas 
g-etting an increase of £50. \Ya, that an 
inert'a ~n 5.:ranted bv ExecutiYe rninntc or 
'vas it a transfer of an officer <~ 

The ·SECRETARY FOR Pem.rc Ixsn:n nox: 
It is a transfer. 

:::.1r. FIHELLY saH a circular had bt·,'n 
·,e.nt out by tho Department of Justice asking 
policre magixtratcs to inflict heavier sentences 
on those con vic!t>d of pilfering, and the Secre­
tarY for Public lnslrnctio'l should haw• <onw­
thiil.Jj to &d,y on the n1ait 'r. It SL'<~Hll'd t0 
him an extraordinary t.hi11g that n rr1.1n who 
'-tole a pot of grPl,;C' won 11 6d. should gl'i· 
tho f.,1Yage .~entence o£ six months wi+hout 
the option- a mun v. ho produced testimonials 
with regard to his character, going back for 
thirh' odd years, showin!Y that he ·,:·,ts a 
most rcs,pectablo citizPn, and yet he got th~t 
;;;nY..tge S0Dt:::mrn for st0aling a pot of grLlaS('. 
The Chamber of Commerce evident!-<- ap­
proached the Minister, and, at their' insti­
gadfl~l. the circular \Yas sent. It '.ras a 1nost 
improper thing that th; J nsticP :UPp2rtmont 
could instruct the poli•.:P magistr;-.tcs in that 
respect. l"~pecia1l~~ a1 the instigation of an 
association like th,, Chamber of Commerce. 
H tho:; were going to have magistrates 
cli,·cctcd by tbe ::V1inister or b:;· the office. he 
did not know where it would end. He asked 
the question th" otlwr rb0· '!-bout a man who 
:;tole 6s. 6d. worth of wh1te lead and he 
got nmething like six mmHh,,' hard labour 
without the option of a fin0. 'The Depart­
ment were C'ndeavouring- to rnake crin1inals 
of comparatively innoce'nt men, ,,-hile other 
men who adultcrat<'d milk and poisoned 
babies were fined a few pmmds. In reply to 
his qlH''tion, the Premier, for the Attorney­
General. stated that the heavy sent<uces were 
inflicted with the intnnj ion ~f putting down 
pilfNing-. If that was so. it w:ts time thc~­
tried hanging drunkards in ordPr to stop 
·drunh·nnc''· If tlw ::\1inister thought that 
-lwav\~ S(•ntenc0s "~er(' g-oing to act as a prP­
;·entlw, he might as Wf'11 adopt that prin-

[Jfr. Stodart. 

ciple straight ~way. A .few yc<ars u_go big 
firms were contmuallv gmlty of chr;dmg the 
Customs, but the Department of Justice did 
.not then suggest that heavy penalties should 
be inflicted upon the nwrehants who were 
guilty of that offence. Apparently, there were 
two sorts of law-justice for the rich man 
and law for the poor man. 'The poor man 
was sentenced to hard labour without the 
option· the rich man who cheated the 
Custon'.s all the vear round, or the chemist 
,~ho went on selling kueeene oil as a patent 
pun ative, was let off with ~ fin~. _There 
should be some attempt at umform1ty m the 
matter. On 3rd Kovemb,·r he asked the Pre­
mier tho following questions:-

"' 1. Has it been broug-ht under his 
notice that J:lr. Eglinton, P.M., sentenced 
a man to three months' hard labour, 
without tho option of a fine, for stealmg 
mw ke" of lead valued at 6s. 3d.? 

"2. lias it been brmwht under his 
notice that 1'.Ir. EQ'linton, P.::\1., com­
mitted a man to the higher court for 
sto 1ling- a ca'"-' of herrings valued 
£1 13s. 1d 1 

"3. Is he mYare that the reason given 
for i.hp,,;__~ st?utencl}S is that pilfering is 
becoruing rnore frcquPnt ? " 

Thu Prcrni<q' s ans,Y('rs ·wC're­
" 1. Yes. 
""2. Ye<, 
"3. :::.Ir. Eglinton. the polil'o mo.giS­

trato, reports that pilfering from whanes 
and ships has inc;·oasPd to such a': extent 
that he i~ satisfied the only pumshment 
that will act as a deterrent is imprison­
ment· that he has in previous cw,es ex­
tended the provisions relating to first 
olfeJ,dPr'. and in other case' fines have 
be,m inflldi d, without any good resnlt; 
and that he ie. informed that. in one . ca~c 
a fine of £20 \Yas subscn?\~~d ,~vrtlun 
twenty-four hours by sympath"0rs. 

What Ltd the fact thd the money was ~ub­
~oribt<d to do "·ith tho mt<ting out of jusbce 9 

If the merchants of Bribbane had subscnbed 
to pa\ tlw fiEcl inflicter1 on the firm ol Robert 
Hmd 'Unci CompanY, who cheCJt.ed thn Customs 
several vears ago, it would not han• had a1.y 
l'ffr·ct upon the police r,nagis~mte. 9ffend~rs 
should be dealt with entirely on thnr ments. 
In Brisbane there ;Yas altogether too much of 
police magistrates b<>ing l'a!tially instructed 
bv the Department of J ust1cc<. It was also 
":ell kno,yn that a police magistr~cte v, auld 
st·e tho IH'O:-'<~cuting a: tornry ~ or the prose­
cuting clerk. irnHli'diHtPly after he. left tl.w 
bench and frpqucntly wa; SN'll holdmg ,,.hls­
p0rcd'con;;Prsafions with him. 'l'herc "\Vas one 
case in which a young fellow "as sentenced 
to six mont.hs' hard labour on a charge .of 
assaulting a girl. Had the case been m­
quircd into, it would have bef'n found that 
he was 1-(uilty of nothing but ?runkonne&e and 
accidental a'"'nllt. He certamly should have 
h•en P'lnl ~hP:-1 ;,c;; _)rL"•l:. bee a us\ it "\Yas ~n 
incxcu;;able thinu·. but the pumshment d1d 
not meet the offence at all. He asked some 
mor0 C1Ufl-::J-tions on the 3rd Xovf'mbcr--

,; 4. Has it lwen brought under his 
notice that a milkman was yesterday fined 
£10 or, as an alkrnative, sentenced to one 
month'' imprisonment, for aclultcrati!1g 
milk and thus helping to poison bablPs 
and oheat n1ilk buyers? 

"5. Is this offence a frequent one? 
" 6, Docs it require more condign 

punishment tlun pilfering? " 
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The amwers he got fum tho Premier were­
,, a. Yes. 
'· 5. ::\Ir. Pears, the p8lice magistrate, 

n·pcrts that there h11ve not been many 
pro'L'<;ntions £01: adulteration of milk 
:cinco he has held that position at South 
Bri;,banP. 

.. 6. That is a matter for the tribunal, 
and depends <'ll the circumstances of the 
ca~,e and the J.lrevious character of the 
offender.'' 

A man with thirty years' unimpeachable 
~h::tra ·tor got six months for stea.'ing a pot 
of grease, because of influence brought to 
bear by tho Department of Juotice, who were 
influonc,·d by the owners of property. Ap­
parently they were prepared to hand out the 
1nost st, rere F-0ntence.s for ct·imes against 
property~ ,vhereas off0acs:>s ag,~:tin;)t the per­
son ,,·ore L~t o{f ·~\·ith n lllCle valtry flno-a 
fine tbt an:yone at. all could pay. If the 
principle was going to be adopted, when 
ecrt...tin crin1rs 'vfll? rifo, th~1t the punish­
rm·nt :1mst be son•re, they might as well 
n~int:.. ")l>aco cupiLLl punisluncnt for all "orts 
of crime. Fifty or sixty ye"r" al'o capihtl 
punishment was impo:,ed in the old country 
for nearly <1ll crimb again,,t property, and 
they might a8 "oll rcn'rt to that ')''ltcm if 
irresvon;;,iblo nw,~istrate..; \Yere go~ng to deal 
out sentDnces under instructions frorn tho 
DeparhnPnt of J usdeA t'.cting upon instruc­
tions frcHn commercial people. 

::\Ir. THEODORE: It was gro,sly im­
proper for· tlw Dep,n·tment of J usticc to 
circulari~e InagiHtratp··, as had b0cn dono in 
the co'c alluclcrl to be· the hon. member for 
Paddingto!L The nP:ct thing ''··ould Lc tlut 
they would filed the department issuing· circu­
lars to nla.(:dstratf'S instructing thr>m to im­
po~e scyerc .:,0ntollCL·.., upon un1onLts for 
offC'no·" that they mi:;ht l,e allPg•··l to have 
committed. He did not suppose wharf 
lahonrPrs \YPrc any .tqorc (li .. hon0.:;t than nny 
other class in the coinnn1nitv. Bf'cau·-c a f,_.,v 
n1ip;ht hayp bP0n guilt;'\7 c;f pilfPring·, that 
1vas no rea,Dn why a stigma should be 
cast upnn the whole body. The man to 
whom the bon. me ,Jl"r alluded was certi­
fied to haYe been of irreproachable ehar:sc­
tcr for UP'' ,,rds of thirty years, but the 
magi·trate did not bke that into ac:mmt, 
but. acting on the circuhr of tho Depart­
ment of .Juqtice and the rcpresPntations of 
the Chamber of Comnwrc,,, he sentencvl him 
to six months without the option. That sort 
of '"ntcnce could not be a'E>fended. If the 
intf'ntion 'vas to ,,nako an example, they 
might go to th~ rxtent of hanging ·a few 
wharf lahour<>rs by the neck until they were 
dead to ,J .. tcr ochm ,, from sh•cling pot of 
grca·•~. H<' had very little confidenc" in some 
of thP polic0 mugistrates. Thcv seemed to 
develop jaunrliced and lop-sicled views with 
revard to certain offerl.ders who canw before 
thPm. This "a o a remark made by one poli<'e 
magistratf' in Brisbane on 9th September 
last~ 

" I think it is a gTeat pity that there 
arc so many peonle brou?'ht up here for 
dnP·kwme ·. Two 'w<'ks hence thcv 
wil~ ~e crying ,~nt that they cannot get 
suff,rrcnt work. 

Most of the offpnders could affonl to forfeit 
their bail, so that anparently thcv did not 
h ··long to the unPmployed class. Just about 
that tim<> an unemployPd dPputat.ion waite .. ] 
on the Premier, asking him to start some rail-

ways and other public works, and this police 
magistrate evidently thought he might hell' 
the Go\·ernment along by condemning all 
the unemployed and saying tlwy were all 
getting drunk, and that in a couple of 
weeks they would be crying out that they 
could not get work. Everyone knew that 
there was more drunkenness among the 
shabby gentility of the . upper an4 middle· 
clac:;;;;ps than th:}ro was among worlnng men. 
TherE: wao very little drunkenness in Bris­
L~ne aa:ong;;t the working men. He thought 
the working nlL'll \Vere a rr·markably tem­
perate hocly of people•. The magistrates. 
, llCJUld curb their tonQ"uPg a little more. If 
thev wanted to e"Cpres's their views on unem­
plo)'L:cnt, tlw.r should resign their pnsitior:s 
as mag: ,trah·s and take up wme other publra 
po'itio·r. where the'' would be more com­
petent to criticise. He did not want to gin! 
tho name of the mHgistrate, but it was the 
gentlPman who pre<ided at the sitting.. of 
the court on th,, 9th of September, and his 
remarks were published and commented on 
in a snble,.;cler in the " Obsener " of lOth 
September. The ~Iinister might take the 
m;;tter in hand, and see the wisdom of 
dropping a hint to the r;ragistr!ltes . that 
thev \vould be better emp10ycd m grnng 
':trict attention to the cases that came before 
th'' n, without cxpre:sing themFelves on 
rml,lic matt<•rs of that sort. 

::\Ir. BO\YMAX: He had noticed the C'ir­
cular is,med bv the Chamber of Cummer'ce, 
and he happcrlod to know the n1an \vho \Vad 
~(~llt to gaol fer ~·,ix n1onths. I:-fe \va,.; u. 
wharf labourer, and h lived in the "'incl.-.w 
Plt•('tonttP. Afh'l' tlH· nHUl \Va ,, fentcnr·nd, th0 

hm1. n:.e1nbt'r for \Y5!l l·,or and hirnsplf \Ya;tf'cl 
on tlw Honw ~ u·c "::·v to see if the man·~ 
~Cltt,·~tcc cuu1d uut be ie':'~"ened. It jugt hap­
p··1wt1 that th<: Iloril.e ~cer('tary h::d returnevl 
fn,;;r u trip to the X ~rth, and whilC' en his 
trip h'-· htHl the ~-·xpcric:lCc of lusing hiA bag 
alld a rnir cf :~·P('('taC'lf'-~. and lF' ,,~ould n-.t 
Ludtrr~ in ·ru:~ n1a'tter cf lc· -5ening tho mr:n's 
~·('l1T,'- II{' did nut~ know YrhC'thc·r that 
1v''' rca on or not. He (j\Ir. Bowman) 
'~'~ls not tlH re to jc tify thieving on the 
whcrves. In fa· t. he was 'ure that no horo. 
m' mb,•r w .. uted to fe'O that carrier! on but 
lw tho

1
u: .. xht it un:"·.:i~c to disr·_tirninafa l·" ,, 

OllC CHt:;;,., c§ rnr~,~Inal and anoth0r. rr1lC'l'C 

1n1s no doubt that a dirc('t ~c·t had bern 
made ,,g·aiuet the wharf labourers. It had 
bc·'ll ·:a]d tlut there h~d been a good deal 
of pilfcr:n:;r on the v:.·harve~. l-Ie lL\d knovn1 
thi' men for " numb('r of Years. a•rd he 
),lrP an cx~0llerrt character. He d;·nied hav­
ing ·:.akf'n the tin of le::d, '•Yorth about 6· 6,1., 
hut lk was s"lltl· 1ceJ to impri'·.or>mf'ut for 
six months without the option uf fl fmc. Thtt 
\Ya·,· .:tHogether too strong for a fir t oflencc. 
Tho Hom~ S<•cretan fl'lt that there hoed 
h, ('ll i.'~D nnwh pilfPrlng· r_roing on on th·~ 
wharvc-.-~ and he \V~tntcd ,~n e·,\:amplc 1nvd•:- to 
oth<·~·;;. I:Ic q·~1ite agrp,~d with the n'marks 
of the hon. rn,\rnber for Padding+~nl and tho 
hon. member for Chillai··w about the in­
,,trur!ions i .,;,ued b.' the J u·,tico Dc>pm tment. 
It w,,, a disgra:;e that any instructions ,,hould 
be ··cnt from thP Jnstice DPpartment 
backed up bv the ChambPr of Conunercc. 
The con1n1Prcial nu'n rnlght have l:'nffcred by 
the pilf0ting-and he w;,.-; sorr:v to see any 
man :,uJ:Ior from that cause-but it \vould 
have hv'n more reasonable if a fine had bePn 
impv•<'<l. \\'hat Wfls the Fir.[, O!fondns' 
Pr0bation Art for? This man had nevo1· 
bePn before the cc•urt before, and he had 
a reepeetable wife and family, and yet h<> 

il1r. Bowman.] 
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wa' imprisoned for six montho. It was too 
severe. He hoped the ::\Iinister would use 
his influence with the Attorney-General, and 
have the instructions withdrawn. If a man 
did wrong he should be punishc·d, but the 
punishment should be cc~mmPnsurate with 
the offence committed. He knew that the 
hon. member for \Vind·cn· <·•mdc·mncd the 
practit"e of is"':ling: the, cirsular juHt !'s 
stronglY a, he did lnmsel!. \\hen the magis­
trat<:s dole out punishment a they did in this 
case, it was oYerstepping the bounds of jus­
tice altogether. 

l\Ir. BOL;CHARD (Brisbane South) was 
glad to hear the han. member .for For~!­
tude VallPv say he was no apolcgnt for pil­
fering. It- wa's notorious that throughout 
the metropolitan area therA had bPen a tre­
mendous amount of pilfering goinfr on, and 
it was onlv right, in the inh'rests of the 
public, th,;t the peopl;• guilty of tl!ese 
offences should be taug-ht a lesson. Fmes 
had been inflicted, but thev had not had the 
-desir<Cd effect. The hon. membvr for Forti­
tud<> Valley was not correct when he said 
·that a set had been made against the wharf­
Jumpers. It must be within th? recollection 
of han. nwmbers that shoplifting was rife in 
Brisb.<tne, and although fin<'> were inflicted 
thev did not have the ckoired effect; but 
since imprisonment had bcc·n inflicted the 
offence h:td not been rc•peated. Vihen 
offences \\"Pre so perdibtent, it \v::ts IH~<',~f':'lary 
to "have son1e drastic puni~h1nent to net as a 
deterrent. If it was not de.,irable to inflict 
imprisonment, why iib.'rt it in the• Act at 
all"! 

l\Ir. FIHELLY: Do you ju.,tify the circular 
sent out by the J usticr• Department'! 

Mr. BOL:CHARD: He never f'aw tho cir­
cular. It was unneC'e .. sarv to ':'end out a 
circular, bees use the re"olution pa.· '"d. by the 
Chamber of Commerc·c was made pubhe. and 
was probably nad by the mv :;i:·trate.'. He 
did not think the Ju,tirc Departmc·nt should 
dictate to the mag-istrates wh:tt they should 
do in these matters, and he did not thir,;, 
the n1etropolitnn magi~tratc"- \H're g·oing to 
bo dictated to bv the Just'ce D>·Dartment. 

He di'd not think lh•:·y ·would be 
[8 p.m.]· ;wvernecl b-e an): circular, but 

that thF· would c 'U'rci:e their 
own discretion. It had come hl his k:r<•'.V­
ledge that another circular had boPn i>·ucd, 
and he was •urn it had not etri ;en frum th<' 
person to whom it had reference. It had 
refer2nce to the Under Secretary of the de­
partment, who wac' a gentlenwir for whom 
he had the greatest respect, and wll'J, doubt­
les,, commanded the respect of "'ll hon. mun­
bers. It had been reported to him that it 
was intended to make a presentation to that 
g ,_\ntltma.n. 

Mr. FIHELLY: \Yo have hacl "ll this before. 

Mr. BOUCHARD: Then he would not 
pursue the matter further. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY said it ,;.mld be in­
teresting to hear the reason for the inerGases 
in one or two cases which the Minister said 
he would be able to satisfactorily explain. 
It would aho be interesting to hear why 
and how certain transfers took place. It 
s"2emed to him that while theN was a feel­
ing in some quarters that the police .magis­
h·ates did not mete out justice, there was 
also a feeling amongst police magistrates 
themselves that they did not get justice, and 
in some cases there was an idea abroad that 

[il1r. Bml'man. 

sDme police magistrates W•cre pds of the 
department and got ope0ial tr<·atment to 
which they ,;·ere not entitled. It would be 
interesting to know if there was any method 
bv which police magistrates were transfened 
h:om om; place to another, or whether police 
magistrates appointed to North Queenslimd 
towns were to be kept there for ever, or 
could get transferred to some congenial place 
in the south. There was a feeling that there 
was a lac'~ of justic" in these appointments 
a.•1d transfers. He knew some who had been 
in the service a long tim.e, and seemed to 
spend practically the whole of their official 
cneer in these isolated, out-of-the-way 
North-western towns. It was not fair to 
them or to their families. It seemed to 
him that one man •·hould not have the op­
portunity of getting th8 best positions all 
the time without any regard to seniority or 
abilitJ. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUC'riON pointed out, in reply to the 
han. member for Queenton, that what guided 
the d0partment ~n making promotion~ '':as, 
first of all, ment, and secondly, semonty, 
and that eYerv effort was used to ,,ee that 
no injustice w'as suffered by any individual 
entitled to promotion. There wore a great 
manv m~n in the department, and they 
grad.ually came on, Bome. !nore rapidly th!'n 
others. Some showed ability for mag1stenal 
''"ork. while others hud grPater gifts for ad· 
mini,trativc work, and hence it was the de· 
partment's duty-and it "as. not always an 
enviable one-to striYe to pick out the one 
mu,t suited to th--, p:trti,ular position. If 
tlw hon. member had any':Jody in his mind 
particularlY, he would be glad if he would 
eo1nt' aero~,., later on and give him the name 
-he did not want it given publicly-and 
inqairi0' would be made. The han. mem­
h,-r for Paddinrrton had already raiged the 
point rdPITed to bv the han. mrember for 
Sc,uth I3risb<,\neJ and h~~ had already told 
t h,• Committee that that circular had been 
iAsuecl not with the knowledge nf the Under 
Secre:nry, but with the vie\Y of celebrating: 
his jubilr•e. Whether that jubilPe would 
come off now he could not say. \Vith regard 
to the othDr matte>r, a gmlL'ral circular was 
is-·u -1. but it did ·not S''Ck t.> direct the 
Inc ~istrah'S to exercise jurisdiction in u par­
ticular wav, nor did it seek to compel them 
+O to do. it was scnt out by the Under Secre­
tarY a' a rec,ult of the drnutation which 
waited upon the Attorney-Geiwral, calling 
the attention of the ma2:istrates to the matter. 

Mr THEODORE: Bv direction of the At-
torney-General? • 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION : He pr<'Jumed s .>. The ques· 
tion arose with regard to this circular, first of 
all, whether it was right to issue it from .a 
legal point of view, and, secondly, whether It 
was a proper action f •) take. \Vith regard 
to the first point, he might point out that 
it was an ordinan- occurrence in Great 
Britain. He had !;ere a pamphlet headed 
"For Official Use. Circulars and Statutory 
Rules issued from the Home Office to Jus­
ti<'P' and Justices' C!ecks. 1883-1913," in 
which wn,s the following circular :-

"lOth January, 1912. 
"Sir,-I am dir<'cted by the Secretary 

of State to say th~t, in comequem'<l o£ 
repre•<entations recently received from 
local authorities ch,rged with the en­
forcement of the provisions of the above 
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Acts, he thinks it right to draw attention 
to the Home Office circular of the 2,4th 
July, 1902. Later flgur0s obtained by the 
Local Government Board in connection 
with this subject demonstrate the large 
]Jroportion of caoes still occurring under 
these Acts in which penaltic' are im­
!J'·''ed of such a small amount as to sug­
g· .. ·•ot that the offence i' regarded as being 
of an altogether trivial character. The 
s, .;rotary of State will therefore be glad 
if you wiil bring the circular to tlw 
notice of your justices with a view to 
securing careful consideration of the 
ackquacy of the penalties which they 
may decide to impose in case" under the 
Sale of Food and Drugs Acts." 

'Th~re were any amount of others to which 
he cvuld refer. It was an ordinary thing 
for the Secrctarv of State in Great Britain 
to draw the att~ntion of the magistrates to 
the fact that where the imposition of what 
"·ere regarded as trivial penalties were lead­
ing others to commit offences, they should 
take this fact into consideration in future. 
Coming to the particular question raised by 
th\'" hon. member for Paddington and the 
hon. member for ChilL~.goe, he wish"d t-o cor­
l'fd one mi;;L,kP. The r:>.an did not p;et six 
months' impris.,mnent; he got three month~. 

::Ylr. FIHELLY : It was for stealing a pot of 
grease that a man got six months. 

The SECRETARY FOR PL'BLIC IN­
>-:l'I'Rl'CTIUS: _\Jl he could Fav was that 
fro,n his knowledge of magist~·ates, they 
1\'ere men who strove to do their duty, and 
he did not think that any magistrate would 
com.ciously al!uw prejudice to operate. He 
would btl sorry to think that there were any 
men in judicia! positions who did that. His 
experience ,,-as that even counsel who were 
defending a man and who might believe him 
to bu innocpnt, often came to the conclusion, 
after consideration, that the punishment in­
flirted was one which was calculated to meet 
th!' offence. Tho hon. member for Padding­
ton s~id thee·,, was discrimination between 
offencec; ugainst property and offences against 
the persvn, but h0 quoted a casP which rather 
destroyed his argument. Of course he (-\h. 
Blair) did not know what the pe.,rticulan. or 
merits of the case were. 

:Mr. FIHELLY: :\Iy complaint wa; that the 
police magistrate did not take evidence. 

'Tho SECRETARY FOR Pl'BLIC I::'-1'­
STRCC'I'IOX: 'l'hen the man must have 
pleackd guilty. otherwise the magistrate 
mu>t ha vco takc·n eyidercc. If the offence 
wa3 an aggravated one, two months' im~ 
prisonment was not too much for an as.ault. 
'\Yith regard to the offence of stealing a keg 
of lead, Yalucd at 6s. 3d., h<' could not say, 
.~nd he ''as not going to surmisP, whether the 
]lenalt:.- imposed was a proper penalty. All 
he could oay was that the case was tdecl by 
a man 'I ho had had many years' experiencP, 
and who was Jc,.)k,-'d upon by the department 
as a man of nbi!it, with a level head. The 
hon. member for Paddingt.-.n suggested that 
pro"ecnting- coune.el consulted with the police 
me~i>•tr etc with regard to the penalty. 

:Hr. FIHELLY: No; a clerk from the Justice 
Department. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
i'lTR'C:CTIO::"': If a clerk did that, he would 
be doing an ab~olutely improper thing. 
'He:tr, hear !) A magistrate must decide a 
case on the evidencfl before him, without anv 
influence from anyone, and any magistrate 

who did a thing of that kind-he would be 
very sorry to think that a magistrate would­
would be acting extra judicially, and that 
would probably be a ground of appeal. 
Clerks or counsel had no right to consult with 
the police magistrate in any way with regard 
to tho possible decision of a case. That was 
hi, viev. ; it "as al.m the view of the depart­
n1nnt ; and he 'vas sure it wa3 a view in 
which tlw Attorne::-General concurn·d. 

::llr. FIIIELLY: It was on an American 
decision. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRCC'l'IO::\: If it was a decision of the 
Supreme Court of the Unih,d States, he 
knew of no better law. He did not think, 
and never did, that severe penalties for first 
offences were of any utility. In the majority 
of cases he would not send a per";on to prison 
for a first offence-(hear, hear !)-but having 
said that much, he ought also to say that one 
had to consider the faots of a particular case, 
and that, unless one had the fact' before one, 
it was almost impossible to give an opinion 
of value. 

Mr. THEODORE: The c:>se he was refer­
ring to was that a man working on the 
wharves at South Brisban,·, who was charged 
with stealing one pot of grease. He quite 
agreed 'vith the Minister that no man who 
was not obviouslv a hard(mcd criminal should 
be sent to g:;ol ·for a frrst offence. In thn 
casL~ he Inentiothd, the man had an absoH 
lutely clean record for thirty years, and his 
(::\Jr. Theodore's) honest opinion wa" that the 
maf'istrato did not deal- fairly with him. 
On the same day. in the same court, another 
individual was charged with ,.tealing a set 
of billi.•Hd balls, valued at £3, ond he was 
finnd £2 and given a month in which to pay 
the fine. In another case which came before 
the Mme court, an ex-magiFtrate, who had 
100 charges against him in the police 
record, was charged with obtaining money 
under false pretences. This man pretended 
that he was a col!ect<Jr for the hospital, got 
subscriptions and ,,penf the money; he was 
fined £2 and given time to pay. The course 
smrgested in the circular hsued b:; the depart­
ment was not fol!m' cd in that case, .and it 
seemed to him that discrimination was shown 
in tho m"tter. The magistrate must have 
come to the conclusio'1 that he \\as one> con­
cerned in sygtematic pilfering, but according 
l o the m·idonce he was not concerned in any 
''uch system. "'i.pparently it \Yas his first at­
tempt, and unsuccessful, in getting away with 
stuff from tlw wharf, and it was only a miser­
able rJot of grea,e, which, however, got him 
six months. He had a good deal of sympathy 
for that man and his family. He thought the 
mag·istrates should af't with more wi!'dom 
and diFcretion. iYithin two or three davs he 
showf'd that large discrimination between 
the cases of two persons guilty of apparently 
equal offences. How could a magistrate 
juo,tify dealino;s of that sort? He did not 
think he could; and he did not think that 
the Chamber of Commerce, who alleged thPse 
thino;,; about pilfering, could justify their 
alle,;ations. They knew that pilfering did 
take place, but nothing to the extent that 
the chamber made out. In comparison with 
the hundreds of thousands and millions of 
poun.ds' worth of goods that were handled, 
the amount lost through pilfering amounted 
to less than nought point blank nothing per 
cent., and to make out that the wharf 
labom·ers were taking away a valuable 
portion of them was simply misrepresenting 
the case. 

Mr, Theodou.] 
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Mr. BO\VJ\IAN: He wits very glad to 
hear the J\Iinistcr sav that he believed in 
lenienev for first offenders. He onlv wished 
that some d the magi,'\rat0S would catch 
son1e of the hon. mernbpr's feeling in regard 
to the matter. The motlwr of a bov eame 
to him last week aHl told him that I1er son, 
between flfte"n and sixteen years of ag8, 
\vho wets cau::tht taking an umbrella from 
JI.Ie\Yhirtcr's, had bu'n ,,ent to Riverview for 
throe Yt'Hl'S. She told hin1 that he sp~ut 
from Fridav or S:tturdav until the :'\lonclav 
on vdl~('h hLe \1. a~ t ;·ic-d. 'in th" lo<'kup, with 
tho::-~" ,vhu w''}rP nccu -tvn1Pd t0 bP tak<..>n there. 
HP \va.;; en1ployed by a r'·'IHltahL~ firn1 in 
Bri:-;bane~ and bortl an ,_·:s:f'Pllc:.:t char~H:t-~r, 
and this was hie fint offer'''''· He did nd 
justify tho lad taking the' umbrella. but he 
thought th::tt a ehancp slw'lld b ,, gin•n in a 
casp like that. At any rc:te. three years was 
a monstrous sentence. 

The SECRETARY FOR PrBLIC I!>:'STUTJc ilU'' : 
Th'-·re nlU;:.t be so.:u(~thing nwre in it thln 
that. 

!t.h. BO,Y:\L\X: He \vas giYing the :'\Iinis­
tf'l' the ex.zet , i.ttPL.<Ynt a;:~ it '' v..s given to 
hi:n bv t~; bov's rnoth-:·r. The hun. nH:lnber 
for Bunnda a'nd he went to +he Statr> Chil­
ch·en · s Department to see if theY could not 
i rt hi111 out. 

The SE 'RETARY FOR Pl'BLIC IxsTuur TIO!' : 
I hope the hon. member will giye mo his 
nan1o pri \ ately. 

:\lr. BO\V=•IAX: He would do ,o before 
the Hou,i' rooe. 

:\h. FIHELLY: The :\Iini,ter was curiuu'' 
in n~g.1r<l to a ct~Sl' he <luotccl of ~;, young 
fellow \Yho got 1x m,mt<Jo for asqult. It 
mif'ht briJtg it to his mind if he said that, 
in the fir,t iibtance, the magistrate refused 
him ]pgal a•;si~tance-an unprecedented thing. 
Of com s<', he had to change his mind. He 
did no+ know either lhrty concerned, but ao 
certain 1 epresentations were made to him h" 
took the tronble to go out and sc•e the girl. 
Sh'' told him that she ·.vould be Htti,fied if the 
boy bought her a new hut for 7,, 6d. or Ss. 
But the magistrate, after moralising for an 
h~nlr tllHl p!agu~ng the prPSSlllUll and thoSP 
v. ho frN!Ul'lltc>d th" t part of tho court, inflicted 
a "Uvago sentence of six month~, to ·'tho\v that 
he \\as jtntified in his morulisin15. The boy 
had an undoubted charctctcr. He \Vas drunk. 
and certainly should have been ,evercly pun­
ished, but six monthi, with hard labour was 
quite di·,rn·ov< ,,,,ionatc to tht cr;me. Com· 
ing btH:k tc, pilfering. he also 1.vas glad to 
hear that the J\Iini,ter [., lieYed in L•niencv 
to first offender It might b · worth point­
ing out that the ·hipping companies who 
ccnn'plaincd of this pilferin~ 1\ t•re th~tnselve;~ 
aetnallv pilferirr· awaY from the public very 
vahLble foreshore,. 8" the shipping com­
pani - had a good set-off. He thought that 
th" delL\ riwcnt WHe wise in adopting the 
practice d promoting to the po•,ition of 
poUn~ magi ctratc~ Slnart young clerks of petty 
sessions~ but the good n1Pn were sent out 
into the countrv, and onlv brought to a busv 
centre likr' Bri;;bane when th0:-' w0r0 jade~! 
and nscle,·>. Then. it was doubtful whether 
the J ustir ~ Depar-fnH?·nt were wi;.:e in intro­
ducing< law from Yariou', American Stat,,s 
and quoting it hcre to put magistrates in a 
hole. He knew that Sir Samuel Griffith had a 
weakness for American law, but our own 
judges had not. 'l'o illustrate the principle on 

[.111 r. B('~!'n~an. 

which that law proceeded sometimes, he might 
quote the instance of a well-known State 
jndg<', who asked a prisoner what agP he 
was. and on being told. " Thirty,five, ' re­
plied, ''\Yell, you will be forty. when you. 
come out.'' (Laughter.) They w0re tuld that 
the doctl·ine of to,day was that, if a J>er,on 
'vas prontoted to a po:sition, it carried the 
hi,'(her ,,a]ary with it. He contell(;ed that 
that applied only when they came to , the 
highly paid offir ials, and he nuti,•cd that the 
clerk d petty sessions at Bricbane. whu,e pre, 
rleccssur got £330, wa only gc·tting £300; 
that tho police magi•,tratc at Blackall wa~ 

getting only ,1(;350. whereas his 
[8.30 p.m.] prcdPcese,or ~ct £'\JO; and the' 

polic·e magi,"1 rate at Ch;nlcville 
got £3U\ although hi·· prcdef'"S~c,r got £450. 
If th0 principle was ,,oing to be adopted 
that tL0 poc.ition carried tl:c salarv. tlwn it 
>hould preyail throughout thi' ser icc and 
not be l'PStrictPcl to a fL·\Y fa--rourt'd pt·ople 
\\ ho h,,d the ear of the ::J,Iinistcrs. It wa <>· 
an unfortu::~ate thir.g that that sLould ovcur, 
nu:1 he hoped tlu"' :\Iiniqtcr. a~ r~gurdr·J the 
]),_•partmPrlt of Edncaticn: 1Yonld see that 
th0 po~._,ition {'1rried tlH> ~alarY in all ca""C"·· 
,'nd riot be restricted to u.n' isvh:L:t·d ca:-;0 
h0rc and there. 

:'\lr. KIR\Y.\N (IJ~isbanc) called attention 
to tho dc~irability of der:li1.lg with tho ques­
ticn. of thp appointrnent of a stipendiary 
magistrate fm Bri·,banP. It WJS generally 
;:e·'nA;ni:~,f'cl throlL'llOllt the legal profcs,ion 
that it w;.ts highly <lc'•irable, in a city like· 
Brit:banC', where son1e very i1nportant cases 
\\Pre h ~rcl, that the magi,trate on the 
ber,ch c·hould be a, man who had proper 
training. .....\t In·c·"cnt, it was the cns1·onl 
to giYe the po•,it'on (0 the cenior magi.oiTc;te, 
in·c.·-,pet:tiYe of whether ho wa,, qualified foi~ 
th,o po>'ition or nnt. He did not wish it to 
be inferred that he was in any \nv reflecting 
on the gentlcn1an who at l)l'E''I~nt Ol'CUtJicd 
the position. The late :\lr. Ranking 11 as an 
exceptionally able man and, it was admitted 
by all, a very just man; and it v·a,, under, 
stoud. '"·:he-n hi-; nniortunatc death occurred, 
that the Gm-et·nmc'lt would h';Ye introducnd 
the new sptcm. He C:Hr. Kinvan) tru,ted, 
when tb• opportunih- ae;ain o0curred, that tho 
:1Iinister in charge of th0 department would 
giye the matter YC'ry :-erious con· ideration. 
He was not thm·e to say anything in defence 
of thP offence of pilfering. l:nfortunatelv, 
it was of frequent ocemTencP, but, neverthe­
less. the scntencee inflicted rP"entlv were al!J­
w,ther out of proportion to tho off,cncc. He 
remcmbc>red the time when the Federal 
Government was pilfertd of thousand" of 
pounds through the Customs, and when they 
had a }1 inist.0 r strong enough to talce action 
ngaimt those gentlemen, what did the 
Chamber of Commerc·c do ? Did they stand 
bv th,, :\Iinister? J\"ot onlv the Chamber of 
c•ommerce, but the Pr.ess of Brisbane, 
denounced the late Bon. Charles Kingston 
for b('ing courageous enough to place men 
of undoubted commercial rosition in the 
dock and let them stand their trial, the same 
a' the wharf Jumpers. If they '' ~re going 
to administer tho law, let it be the scamc all 
round, \Yhctlt.c'r a man ,,tole a pot of grease 
or defrauded the Cu,toms reYenne of thou­
sands a year. The man who pilfered from 
the Customs was a bigger s<·oundrel than 
the man who stole a pot of grease from the 
wharf. 

Question put and passed. 
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C"RO\VX SOLICITOR (BRISBAXE). 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
f\TRl~CTIO:'ii moved that £3,062 b<> granted 
for '· Cro\vn Solicitor (Brisbane)." There 
was very little change in this department, 
except that Mr. \Yebb was appointed in 
place of ::Yir. Harrington, who had resigned. 
The associate to :\lr. Justice Shand (Mr. 
Henchman) was also appointed to cope with 
the work, and an additional typist at £80 a 
year, as well as a cadet clerk at £60. 

Question put and passed. 

CROWX SOLICITOR (TOWXSVILLE). 

The SECRETARY FOR PL'BLIC IN­
HTR CC'l'ION moved that £400 be granted 
for ··Crown Solicitor (Townsville)." The 
vote was £15 lee' than the amount voted 
last year, there being a reduction of that 
amount in the vote for postage, telegrams, 
raih' ay fares, printing, stationery, and inci­
dentals. 

Quc•>tion put and passed. 

DISTRICT CO"CI!TS. 

The SECRETARY FOR PL'"BLIU 1:\'­
STRCCTION mo1ed that £0,930 be granted 
for "District Courts." This vote was 
exactly the same as that of last year. 

::Yir. RYAN asked whether it was the 
intention of the Government io continue the 
practic0, which had been in vogue for some 
tim<>. of appointing District Court judges to 
the positwn of acting Supreme Court 
judges 1 He had no doubt that thaw 
appointments were made on the ground that 
the judg~;, were thoroughly competent to 
fulfil the duties which they had to discharge 
in the Supreme Court; and if that was so, 
whv was it that the increased remuneration 
was not paid-,. He thought noting Supreme 
Court judges were not dcoirable, and he 
understood that some of the District Court 
judges who were ap11ointed to the Supreme 
Court had Yery onerous duties, which the.>· 
performed very efficiently, and he would 
like to know why the Crov\ n left them as 
acting Rupreme Court judges on the salary 
of District Court judge'? The point re­
quired looking into in one direction or 
another. 

Mr. BOCCIIARD said there was some­
thing in the contention of the -hon. member 
for Barcou. He knew of no other instance 
where a person was appointed to act in a 
higher < apacity without getting some in­
crease in salm·y. Take, for instance, the 
Hous<> itself. If the Speaker was absent v.nd 
thP CLrrinnan of Connnittu•s ~~v::~s apllOintt·d 
Acting Speaker, he rcct:.i-~-.::·d an incfl'<- J. 
salary. 

Hon. \Y. D. AmiSTROXG: No. 

Mr. BOL'"CHARD: At any rate, it was 
the cas<' in the other House. If a District 
Court jud(\e was appointed acting Supreme 
Court judge, ht' r•hould certainly get some 
extra remuneration. He wou'd also noint 
out that there had been an ar>ing District 
Court judge for nearly twelYe months. \Yh_v 
not make an appointment straight out? 
That was the proper thing to do. He did 
not think those positions should be kept 
vacant. 

1914--6 p 

The SECRETARY FOR PL'"BLIC IN­
STRUOTIO:\' : The rule laid down when 
the last two appointments were made to the 
District Court bench was that, should occa­
sion arise that Supreme Court work was to 
be done, the judges w.)uld do it without 
ccxtra re .. nuneri1tion save additional travel­
ling expenses. The reason why there had 
been an acting District Court judge fm: 
twelve months was because of the unfortu­
nate illness of 2\Ir. Justice Shand. Mr. 
District Court Judge Jameson was appointed 
to act in his place, and Mr. Dickson, the 
Crown Prosecutor, was appointed to take 
Judge Jameson's place. 

Mr. THEODORE : Evidently, it was not 
the intention of the Government to go on 
with the District Courts Bill. That Bill had 
been pa,c,ed unanimously' by the other House, 
where it had been passed once before. The 
Bill propo:cNl a very important reto~m, 
which would have the effect of rendermg 
law less costly to litigants, whilst proceed­
ings would be quite as expeditious as at 
present, and the District Court would be 
able to deal with cases which it was not now 
competent to deal with. The Bi:l was re~ 
£erred to a Select Commith'e, which took a 
lot of evidence. The lay member and the 
le.trned counsel who were members of the 
committee approved of the Bill, but the 
other members did not favour the mE-asure. 
They were law:n'rs, and pos,ibly intcre;ted 
in the proposed r·eforlil. 

Mr. BOUCHARD rose to a point of ordet'. 
"\Vas the hon. me mber in order in saying 
that certain members of the Selcrt Commit­
tee \here opposed to the Bill because, being 
members of the legal profcooion, they were 
interested parties? 

The AUTI::\G OIIAIR::Y1A:'ii : I do not 
think there is any point of order. (Laugh­
ter.) 

:\lr. THEODORE: The lParned counsel 
and the lav member of the committee were 
in favour of the propOFC'd reform but the 
solicitors were ·against it. 

lHr. \VII.LIHIS: How many learned counsel 
\Vere in favour of it!' Tho one ~ittlng near 
you \Va,s not. 

::\1r. THEODORE: The Bill propo·;ed to 
enable the litigating public to get their eases 
de:tlt with more expedition.sly and more 
cheaply, and probably with just as much 
eommon s<'nse as .in the Supreme Court. 
The reform was therefore om· that should 
haYe had an opportunity of being paosed. 
into law. It was most unfortunate that the 
Government appeared to have dropped the 
Bill-probably at the instance of members of 
the leg·al profession. The chairman of the­
Select Committee was Cltrongly opposed to 
it. He regretted that the Governm~nt had 
seen lit to throw it overboard, espeCially as 
thev had gone on with that abortion, the 
Ele.ctions Acts Amendment Bill, which· 
nobody wanted except the Liberal party. 
Possiblv next Sl'"ion the Bill would be re­
introdu-ced bv a Labour Government; but 
if the electm;s should, unfortunately, return 
the Liberal partv again to power, perhaps. 
they would then place the Bill on the statute­
book. 

::Y1r. WILLIAMS did not know whether· 
the hon. member for Chillag"oe was in order 
in discussing that matter, but he would like 

Mr. W1"l]iams.] 
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to say that the rf'ason why three members 
of the Select Committee did not approve of 
the Bill in its present form was because they 
considned it would be injurious to the pub­
lic and good for the lawyers. (Laughter.) 
That was a conclusion based on the evidence 
submitted by gentlemen who knew what the 
Bill would mean. An independent person 
like Mr. Justice Lukin pointed out in his 
report that the Bilf in its present form 
would be injurious to the public in every 
possible way. The members of the Select 
Committee who were opposed to the prese!lG 
Bill were quite prcp1.red to bring in a rea­
sonable Bill, but they could not possibly 
support one that would be injuriou9 to the 
public. 

Mr. THEODORE: What did Judge Jameson 
say? · 

Mr. WILLIAMS: He said very little 
about it, and Judge Macnaughton gave no 
opinion at all. So far from the learned 
counsel who were members of the Select 
Committee and the lay members being in 
favour of the Bill, one coun.el and one 
layman signed a minority report in favour 
of the Bill, but the other learned counsel 
did nof sign either report. He hoped the 
Bill would still come before the House and 
let h:m. members say whethm· they would 
pass Jt or not. 

Mr. FIHELLY thc\lght, in common with 
the hon. member for Chillagoe. that this 
Government did not believe in law reform. 
'l'he Districts Courts Bill had been pab~ed 
twiee by another place. On the second occa­
sion that iG came before the Assembly it was 
referred to a Select Committee of lawyers. 
'When the Farm Produce Bill was passed last 
year, it was not refprred to a Select Com­
mittee of produce agents, and when they 
passed the Pure Seeds Bill thev did not 
refer it to a Select Committe<' of seed mer­
chants. Hf' \\as not complaining about the 
Bill being rPf<'rred to lawyers, but the Go­
vernment did not want law reform, or else 
they would have refprred the Bill to laymen. 
All law reform came from lavmcn. The 
lawyers on that committee were- against the 
Bill for various reasons. They included 
the hon. members for Toowong, South Bris­
bane, and Charters Towers, and the hon 
member for Charters Towers gave a novel 
reason as to why he opposed it. It was 
a very unusual reason for a lawyer to give. 
The measure was badly wanted bv people 
outside, because they . had to pay exorbitant 
fees to settle an ordinary commercial dispute. 
The Government wantC'd to pile up costs. 
They wanted big fees, big briefs, and big 
refreshers. He would like the MinistPr to 
explain why the Bill had not been passed l 
It must have cost hundreds of pounds already 
for printing. They had a Commercial Causes 
Act which was a good Act, and it was a pity 
that thev did not have thi.> Districts Courts 
Bill. . 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: He was sorry that the time 
had become too restricted to deal with the 
District Courts Bill in Committee. It was 
referred by the House to a Select Committee. 

Mr. FIHELLY: Whv did you pic~ lawyers 
on that committee? · 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC; IN­
STRUCTION: It W.!ls picked by the Chair­
man. 

Mr. FIHELLY: ·With the Government's con­
sent? 

[Mr. Williams. 

'I'hc SECRETARY FOR PL;BLIC IN­
STRUCTION: The Government consented 
to its being referred to a Select Committee 
bUG it was open for any member of the 
House to get up and object to that refer­
ence, but no one did object to it. There­
fore, the responsibility f?r the refere_nce to 
appointment of the committee rested wtth the 
House and not with any individual member. 
He was on that committee, and the hon. 
member for Chillagoe agreed with his report. 
The whole matter was carefully discussed, 
and he suggested certain amendments. He 
was quite satisfied that if those .amendments 
were incorporated, it would be a &ood Bi_ll. 
However time would not permit of tts 
being br~ught in now. He would like to 
,ee an amendment of the law brou!l'ht in 
as a result of the discussion on the Btll. In 
an amending Bill they could arrange for 
stipendiary magistrates being appointed, a~d 
no District Court at all. The present Dts­
trict Court judges could be shifted on to the 
Supreme Court, and they would al.l go_ on 
circuit. Appeal courts could be stmpltfied 
and law cheapened. That was his idea of 
the simplification of legal procedure. (Hea:, 
hear!) He hoped befo.re many years to s_ee. It 
in force .. no matter whteh party brought It m. 

Question put and passed. 

FRIENDLY SOCIETIES. 

The SECRE'rARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION moved that £1,490 be grant_ed 
for " Friendly Societieq.'' There was an Ill­

crease of £25 over the vote of last year. 

Mr. THEODORE asked if tlw Govern­
ment had any intention of following out thE. 
recommendations of the Registrar of Friendly 
Societies bv introducing an amending Trade 
Unions Act? He h'ld repPatedly asked the 
Government to make this necessary amend­
ment of the trade unions law to protect the 
trade unions of Queensland. At present the 
trade unions were open to attack by unscrupu­
lous individuals and employers, for no other 
reason than that they were opposed to 
unionism. At present the unions were run­
ning the risk of being de>troyed,_ and they 
were not protected bv any law m Queens­
land. There were rillmbers of unions in 
Queensland \vhich wert' not registered under 
the Trade U11ions Act, because they were 
debarred by their rules of the small vestige 
of protection afforded by the Trade Unions 
Act. In England they were far and away 
ahead of Queensland in their trade union 
law, and they had passed two amendments 
of the law. The Qu!'ensland law should be 
brought into line with the English law. At 
one time a Bill was passed in the Assembly, 
and he believed it was introduced bv the 
present Minister. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IXSTRUCTI0::-1: 
I did not introduce it. 

Mr. THEODORE: The hon. gentleman 
supported it. It was called the Trade Dis­
putes Bill. It was passed in England to 
render nugatory the Taff Vale decision re· 
garding the funds of unions. Then there 
was th<' Osborne judgment-anothl'r extra­
ordinary judgment, which attacked the rights 
of unions, and stated that their funds could 
not be devoted to political purposc>s. The 
law was again amended in England to meet 
that judgment. It protected the union 
funds from attack. The registrar had called 
attention to the necessity for an up-to-date 
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Act in Que0nsland. In Queensland there 
wc>re only 7,992 members of unions register<:'d, 
whereas that number did not rcprbent one­
twelfth of the number cf unionists in Queens­
land. There were 23.000 members of the 
Auotralio"n \Yorkers' ~Cnion, 6.000 members 
of the ::\leat Industry "Cnion, and many thou~~ 
sands of members in the \Vaierside \Yorkers' 
Guion. They had no legal statuR, and were 
not protected by any law as they should be. 
Thev could not sue, and thev could not be 

· sued. If anyone • pilfered their 
[9 p.m.] funds, the union had no redress 

at all. If they were registered 
associationR, they should be given the pro­
tection of tho law. The Government might 
11ot agTee with the general policy of the 
unions, but that wa~' not the que~tion at 
isstw. The question was whether they were 
pursuing legitimate objects, and if they were 
they should be registered as any other 
society. The only redre"s they had got was 
to get some of their members, or nominal 
trustees, to lodge a complaint with the police 
and endeavour to get a com·iction of those 
per'•Ollt•. If thf' members suffered wrong at 
tlw hand of individu('.ls thev had no civil 
redres;o, and the Government should give 
them this protection. He should like to hear 
what the f\ecretary for Public I1>struction 
had to say. 

'The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRCCTIOK: The hon. member raised 
this question last year, and he, at that time, 
promised to give it cardul consideration. 
As far as the Government wa,; concerned, it 
had no poliey antagonistic to unionism at all. 
He. personally, believed in unioni'm; and 
he b0lieved that that was the position of the 

'Government. (Hear, hear!) vVith regard to 
this particular matter, the legislation in Eng­
land had been amended twice, he believed, 
only last year. The department was follow­
ing up the rnatber very carefully. and, he 
believed, ~was in consultation with the Regis­
trar of Friendly Societif's ; and when they got 
·the eonco!idating measure from home he 
would promise that a measure would be 
<lrafted on those lines. The hon. member 
had brought the matter up for thr last three 
years now; and that was the position. 

Quc"tion put and p:ts•,ed. 
At 9 p.m .. 
The CHAIR~IAX r€"mmed the chair. 

IXDrSTRI.\L C'01'RT. 

The SECRETARY FOR PL'BLIC IN­
STRUCTION· moved that £600 be granted 
~fur '' Industrial Court." The vote for last 
year was increased by £5(1 for travelling ex­
pPtH::.('~. 

Question put and pac<sed. 

!XSOLYEXCY, IXTESTAl'Y, AXD IXSA;s'ITY. 

The SJWRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION moved that £2,500 be granted 
for .. Insolvency, Inte,.tacy, and Insanity." 
There was no alteration in this vote from 
last year. 

Question put and pa·.sed. 

PARL!Al\IE;s'TARY DRAFT~o!AX. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN· 
STRGCTION moved that £o50 be granted 
jor "Parliamentary Draftsman.'' 

:Mr. THEODORE did not know whether 
the Parliamentary Draft,;man wa' employed 
all the year round or only " few months. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
He is at call. 

Mr. THEODORE : No doubt, he had a 
large private practice, as he was one of 
the most difficult men to find. He p.cid this 
tribute to Mr. \Vookock's drafting-he 
drafted the Bills and amendments submitted 
to him as clearly a" a lawyer could make 
them. (Laughter.) He remembered the 
Minister at one time sav that he considered 
£500 was a fair thing. · 

The SECR£TARY FOR PVBLIC I::--ISTRUCTION: 
In 1902-3; there are rea,ons for it. 

Mr. THEODORE thought that Mr. Wool­
cock n1ight make his service·;, more avail­
able to members of ;;he Committee. It was 
a disadYantage for an hon. member to have 
to submit his o•;.·n v.J•;f'ndments, because the 
Parliament"rv Drdtsman, who had drafted 
the original 'measure, could say whether a 
particular amendment conformed to the gen­
eral contents of the Bill; but, unfortunately­
no doubt on account of his private practice­
l\Ir. ~'oolcock's services were not always 
available. He should giYe an undertaking 
to the Government that h~e would be accC's­
sible, either personally, or by telephone, at 
his chambers. The ::VIinister might make 
that suggestion to him. 

Thl• SECRETARY FOR FCBJ"IC IN-
8TRUC'l'IO::-;r: He ~harl alwavs• understood 
that the House Yotcd this salarv in order 
that any hon. members could have the ser­
vice's of its Draftsman. He would convey 
to Mr. Woolcock the comment of the hon. 
member as to his accessibility. With regard 
to the £500, the Parliamentary Draftsman 
was originally getting £600, which, he 
thought, was reduced at the time of the re­
trenchment to £500. At that time retrench­
ment was rife in the department, and he had 
expressed the opinion ascribed to him by the 
hon. membPr for Chillagoe. Since then the 
salary had been brourrht bRck to £600, and 
last yeo r to £650. 

Qucc·tion put and passed. 

Pl:BLIC SERVICE Sl:PERANNUATION BOARD. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN· 
STRUCTIOK moved that £400 be granted 
for the " Public Service Superannuation 
Board." There was a reduction of £50 in 
this vote as compared with the appropria­
tion for last y<'ar. 

Question put and passed. 

SHERIFF-SOUTHERN, CENTRAL, AXD NORTHERN. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION moved that £4,315 be granted 
for the " Sheriff-Southern, Central, and 
Northern Divisions." This vote was reduced 
by £160-salaries by £60, and contingencies 
by £100. 

Que~tion put and pas sed. 

SDPREME COURT (SOUTHERN DIVISION). 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION moved that £6,447 be granted 
for the" Supreme Court (Southern Division).'' 
The amount was £50 more than was voted 

Hon. J. W. Blair.] 
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last year, and. this was owing to the fact 
that the associate to the Chief Justice re­
ceived an increase of .£50. 

::\lr. KIRW A~ regretted that when the 
qur>,tion of increase~ "as being· considered, 
the salary of the mght wabhman "as not 
considered. He _brought this matter up last 
year, and he believed he rE><:·c·ived a promise 
that tJ:e matter would reoeeivo consideration. 
The. mght watchman at the Supreme Court 
received only ~100 a ye~r, while other night 
watchmer; recmved •·alanes up to .£140. Ho 
hoped this officer would not be overlooked. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR P"CBLIC Dr­
STRCCTIUN: l;le had tried to get an in­
creaS•' for the mght watchman at the Su­
preme Court, but owino- to the unfortunate 
circumstances which cxi~ted. he had not beL·n 
able t? do _so. Possibly sornething mig:1t be 
done m tlus ca'e at some future time but 
he might say that the department considered 
that £100 was not insufficiPnt fur the work 
the officer had to do. 

Question put &nd passed. 

ScPRE:UE COURT (CEXTRAL DIVISION). 

Tlw SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRL'CTIO~ moved that .£1,420 be granted 
for the " Supreme Uourt (Central Division)." 
There was a dccrc·a.e of .£60 in this vote 
compared with the amount voted last year. 

Question. put and passed. 

ScPRE:UE COl:RT (NORTHER::>~ DIVISION). 

The SECRETARY FOR PCBLIC J::\1. 
STRUCTIOX moved that .£2,680 be gramed 
for tho " Supreme Court (:\orthern Divi­
sion)." 

::Y~r: IYILLL\.::\1S wi heel to refer to the 
pos1twn of th" r<'gi.:.trar. official trustee, and 
loc .d deputy cur,ctol'. All tho•--e offices were 
lwld. },y _Mr. ?\ol'ric, who had Seen in the 
~erVH''l e1~hter-n ycar,"J and 'VIh an exeecd­
IP';!ly cap:t,blt', painst,1 l;::ing, and cons,cientious 
officl'r, but he: had far too manv duties to 
perf~wm. He would like to see 'Mr. :Xorris 
gethnP," more falary, but he did not suggest 
that at t~e prf·o;:nt time. What he did sug­
gest. not m the mb'n•st of ::\ir. NorriJ alone 
but in the interest of the i1ublic-ven man~ 
of whom had to so" him on business bu't 
often could no~ get t]>e attention they ~ught 
to \?·ct from hun ?wmg to the multifarious 
duties he had to c!F.charge-was that anothN 
officer should h<> appointed to relieve him 
of smr;o of his dutir "· 

, Th". SECRETARY wm FD1LIC ::x­
s_TRLCTION said Mr. ~-<orris was an excep­
twnally tfOod officer, and did good work for 
the public as >vel! !'-s for the department, 
and he. would certamly convey the rr~'om­
mendatwnF of the hon. member for Charters 
TowPrs to the Attorney~General. 

Quc,tion put and passed. 

TITLES . A:SD ST.\~IPS. 

T',n srnRETARY FOil PUBLIC IN­
STRCC:TIO~ moved that .£15,045 be granted 
f~ll' " Titles a;>d Stamps." There was prac­
twally very little change in thi~ vote. 

Question put and passed. 

[lion. J. W. Blair. 

THE 'l'REASURER. 

THE TREASURY. 

The TRE"\S~~RER moved that £28.086 be 
granted for "The Treasury." There wa~· 
very little di:'terence between the amount 
asked for this year and the amount voted 
last year. Tho officer in charge of securities 
had been dispPnsed with, beeame there wa;;. 
no work for him to do, but a position had 
been found for him in anothr>r department 
of the senice. 

::Ylr. BOW::'.IAX: Last ~·ear he brought U]J 

the advi>··ability of having gas meter in­
spectors, and he had quoted statistics t<> 
.<·how how frequently they were uFed in the 
large towns and municipalities of thE: old 
country. He did not know whether the 
same applied to Amtralian cities, but h& 
thought that the Treasurer mi6·ht take tho 
matter in hand. He did not wi'<h to say 
anything in regard t-o the attitude of those 
who controlled our gas companies. but cases 
had come under his notice in wh'ch people 
had gone away for holidays, and when they 
< ame back they found that they had been 
charged a fair amount for ga''· '\\.hether it 
was because of dcfcdiv~ meters, he did not 
know. He believed that ,uch a svstem as 
he propo~cd would be a very great advantag& 
to people who used getS, not only in Bris­
bane, but right throughout the State. They 
had in,~:wctor,; of 'vL'ights and 1neasures, 
which he regarrlcd as a -.plP,-,did thing, and 
thc·:c al•·o had >Yater meter insiJectors, and 
what applied to other commodities applied 
to gas. 

Mr. FIHELL Y: He also would like to 
touch upon the mat~n· mentioned by the· 
bon. m('mber. On the 15th OctobPr, he asked 
the P rentier a serie3 of qne;:;tions, ,,~hich 
''ere to be fc.nnd in tho journals oi the· 
Ilom·c. He asked first-

" 1. Is he awrrre that the Governments 
of Xcw South \Yales and Victoria haYe 
fixed the price of gas 'I" 

To whit h the reply was-
" The GoYernment of X ew South 

\Y ales has fixed a sttmdard nrice a 'ld is 
now considering an aplJlicaiiDn fo1· an 
incr<?a•.e thereof; have not yet ascer­
tained the action takc·n in Victoria." 

He aL•o a'kcd-
,, Is he a\\·are that the Government of 

Vic7oria are introducing legislation pro­
vidins, for a rigid systen1 of gas 1neter 
testing and the fixin:?: of a calorific 
standard for th•e gas supplied to the 
public?" 

Tho r<·ply was·-
" Yes. but no detailed information is 

to hand." 

In reply to another que·•tion-
" \Yill he adopt similar measures for 

the protection of Queensland gas con­
sumers?''-

the Premier replied-
" Ye~, if such action IS necessary." 

He could a.,'mre the Premier that such· 
action wa' absoluteh· necessarv. It was an 
extraordinary thing· that , they had inspec­
tion of weights and measures, and standards· 
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'ior e.-crv concci.-able item that was sold 
-anywhere, but the gas companies were 
allowed to be in untramelled commercial in­
tercour"e with everybodv. They were allowed 
·to go their own way.· He also asked the 
Premier-

" 4. Is it a fact that the meters im­
ported into Queensland are so adjusted 
that a gas consumption equal to an 
exces·, of 25 per cent. can be registered 
on the indicator?" 

The hon. gentleman replied-
" All meters supplied to Queensland 

are tested and stamped af· accurate by 
the British Beard of Trade, and are 
similar to those supplied to New South 
\Yale, and other States." 

That was misleading. in so far as the Eng­
lish manufacturers sent a particular pattern 
to the Board of Trade, and that pattern 
was approved, but all those of the same 
patt,.rn were not necpssarily the same. There 
could be some alteration. It was a matter 
that abedutely needGd some sort of pro­
vision, and the so"Jner it was started ih 
Brisban<' the better. He also asked the 
Premier-

,, 5. Will he ascertain whether the 
n1eters in u "0 e register air, which :rq_ay 
be forced through the pives in the same 
way as gas?''-

•1nd his reply was-

" Just as a water meter may register 
other liquids, a gas meter may register 
air if air and not gas is forced through 
it." 

That woul,J suggest that the gas companies 
·'Could, at their own sweet will, shove air 
through their pipes. Every man who lived 
in South Brisbane knew that he paid for 
air. \Yhen he went home at midnight, he 
caul d gel a fair light for rpading by, but 
he had no chance d reading at 7 o'clock in 
·~iHl e-r.._:Jin~'· There 'vas no pre;;;sure; no gas. 
The matter required some Government 
action. just as it was necessary to see that 
the man who ,.old bread kept to a 2-lb. loaf. 
He also asked the Premier-

·' 6. Is he a\Yare that the vrice of gas 
at Ipswich is lower than that obtaining 
in South Brisban(•? 

"7. \Yhat is the reason?" 

The Premier replied-

" 6. and 7. I am a\Yarc that the price 
of gas is low.er m South Brisbane than 
in lp:ndch.'' 

It was quite true that thE' price of gas for 
11eatin'l" purposes was lower in South Brisbane 
than in Ispwich, but the priC+J of gas for 
purpo•,es of illumination was about 2d. 
higher in South Brisbane than in Ipswich. 
The whole business was calling aloud for 
Government action. The gas companies here 
had a monovoly, an<'l the municipalities had 
not a wide enough franchise to enable them 
to enter into rivalry with them. They should 
ha Ye inspectors of meters and also super­
vision in the. gasworks thcmsdve' to see 
that air was not forced through the pipes. 
The Premier pr.:1cticalh· said he would not 
take any action. But 'it was necessary. A 
1 rtrp• proportion <Jf the working veople in 
'South Brisbane used gas for cooking pur-

poses, and it was a well-known fact that 
there was no chance of cooking a meal at 
a quarter to 6. It took hours to cook, and 
were it not that he ha<'l a stove that burned 
firewood, he would very often go without 
his tea. He hoped the Treasurer would do 
something. The Government was a decrepit 

institution. It seemed to be at 
[9.30 IJ.m.] its last gasp. The Go.-erm.nent 

had introduced the Elections Bill 
in order to give them a new lease of life 
after the next elections, and they left un­
touched many real issues of pubEc interest. 
The whole of Southern Queensland was in 
a state of turmoil. They had somo railways 
introduced to cntch vottb, and they had some 
alleged Trusts and Combines Bill promised, 
while Hcct~::-sary legislation "\Ya·~ being ignored. 

The CHAIRMAK : Order ! 

Mr. FIHELLY: He was pointing out that 
the Government would do nothing in regard 
to the gas supply. 

The CHAIRJYL\.N: Then the hen. member 
will be out of order. 

::\Ir. FIHELLY: The Treamrer could get 
revenue from that source. and he should 
insist on all ga:-:; rceeipt,, being stan1pcd. 
liP hoped the decrepit Governnwnt. which 
found its.,"!£ on its last kg,, would do mmR­
thing in the matter. 

:Ylr. BERTRAM Jt.sked for some informlt­
~io~ in ~·e~m·d to t~e amount o~, £18,000 for 
· Commis,wn, Exchange, etc. He pre­

sumed the money was required in connec­
tion with the flotation of loan·,, and pur­
poses of that kinG, and it seemed to him tJ:>at 
a saving might bo l'ffected if the flotatwrc 
of loans and otlwr businees were done 
throug-h the Commomw·alth B::nk. Nu only 
\\vulcl it ha.-e that effect, but would also 
have the effect of putting molW}' into the 
coffers of the Commonwealth Bank that 
would otherwise go into the coffe_rs of the 
Bank of England and the underwntero. 

The TREASURER said there was cer­
tainly sor1c~thing in what had been ctated 
bv tiH· hon. member for Fortitude Valley 
ar1d the hon. member for Puddington in re· 
gard to the necessity for the appointment of 
inspPctors in connection with the supply of 
gas. He as not in a positi_on to say that 
the' Government would appomt gas mspec­
tors, but inquiries \\ ould be made as to t.he 
practice elsewhere, so that it would b~ a 
.ruide as to anv action the GovPrnment m1ght 
tak,J in that connPdion. With regard to the 
item for " Commission and Exchange," he 
ougi1t to explain to the Committee, "'' per­
haps was generally known, the ,Bank .of En~­
lanil did all the Government s busmess m 
EniTland in connection with the flotation of 
loa~s. Tl::at business had to be done in cer­
tain channels. and the experience of the vast 
had been that the Bank of England did the 
work verv satisfactorilv. He had no objec­
tion at all to doing b,"isiness with the Com­
monwealth Bank, but, as a m~.tter of fact, 
there was an agreemf'nt with the Bank of 
England, and that agreement must be re­
SJlt">Ctcd. The amount was largely an ap­
proximate one. but it was a very necessary 
amount.. Of course, the smaller the amount 
required, the better it would be for the 
TrE,asury. 

2\Ir. LARC0::\-1BE said the State Govern· 
ment should take up. in the near future, the 

""11 r. Larcombe. J 
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question of the transfer of the State debts 
and the control of future borrowing by the 
Commonwealth, and try and arrive at some 
definite and practical ±~heme. Ever since 
the consummation of federation, the question 
of the transfer of the Sta:es debts and the 
control of future borrowing had been dis­
cussed at conference after conference, and 
no decision had been arrived at. The trans­
fer. of States debts and control of future 
borrowing by the Commonwealth was one cf 
the strong arguments used in favour of fed­
eration by many of the ablest public men 
in Australia. They argued that the general 
control bv the Federal authoritv of all bar· 
rowing would lead to money being raised 
at a lesser rate of interest, and that there 
would be a saving generally and more effec­
tive control. Notwithstanding those argu­
ment" were used, nothing material had been 
done up to the present. The que,tion was 
discussed at the last Premiers' Conference, 
and certain schemes submitted, and he 
thought Queensland should do her ;.hare to­
wards brmging aLout a solution of the ques· 
tion. It was a question verv difficult of ;olu­
tion. He knew that the question of Stat<J 
rights occurred in connection with the mat­
ter, and he was one r>f those who was not in 
favour of uncluly handiC'apping the States in 
the matter of obtaining future loans, but he 
thought the scheme submitted bv t.he ex­
Premier of ·western Australia should meet 
with the approval of all the StatP" and th(~ 
Commonwealth authoritv also. That scheme 
was to allow the States to borrow what. 
money they required through the Federal 
authority. There was to be a yearly meeting 
of Treac;urers, and thev would decide what 
money they required, a'lld that money would 
be borrow0d for them bv the Federal autho­
rity, and it )1ad been estimated by compe· 
tent authorities that such a scheme would 
result in a saving of !; per CE'nt. to •the States: 
Sir John Forrest and Mr. Watt had pointed 
out that there were Cf'rtain lenders in the 
old country who did not dE>al in small stocks, 
and that thev would not deal with the re­
spective States individually, but they would 
deal with the Commonwealth should thev 
borrow for the whole of the States, and that 
by borrowing from that authority at Ieast 
;\: pE'r cent. could be sawd. The public debt 
of Australia to-day was something like 
£300.000,000, and it was increasing at a VE'ry 
rapid rate. It was about time it was satis­
factorily transferred to the Federal .autho­
rity and the question of future borrowing 
taken over by them. Sir ,J olm ForrE'st and 
other Federal parliamentarians had indi­
cated time and a.gain that if the States did 
not agree to some scheme, thev would ask 
the people of Australia for power to take 
control of future borrowing irresp'ective of 
the States. He CMr. Lareombe) did not 
wish to see unification in regard to borrow­
ing powers at' present, and for that rea,on 
the States should take some action. Addi­
tional power was granted to the Common­
wealth in 1910 to enable them to take over 
the States ~ebts right up to that year, 
whereas prevwudy they could only take over 
the debts up to the time of federation. The 
question wa" considered of the utmost im­
portance by such financial authorities as Mr. 
Watt and Mr. Bath. He hoped that before 
the next Treasurer's Estimates were being 
considered something de finite and practical 
would be done. · 

[ilfr. Larcombe. 

Mr. FIHELL Y asked whether the Trea­
surer could make an announcement with· 
regard to Ministers' travelling expenses, which> 
were referred to bv the Auditor-General? 
There must have been some reason for the 
Auditor-General to make special comment on 
that phase of public expenditure. He would 
not do it in an irresponsible humour just for 
the sake of criticising Ministers. 

The TREASURER: The Auditor-General's 
Department is under the Chief Secretary. 

Mr. FIHELLY: He was not talking about 
the Auditor-General at all. but about hie 
criticism of certain flxpenditure of public 
funds. It was a matter that had some rela­
tion to the Treasury. For instance, what 
expenses did the han. gentleman himself 
draw, and how were they made up? There 
must haYe be"n some great di;,parity betweer 
the expenses of different Ministers to calF 
forth the comment of the Auditor-General. 
He had not got the array of figur<;s that hacl 
been pre"'"nted to the House with respect 
to the Home Secr,'tary's expenses :m his 
Norihern trip, but they were almost as great 
as the expenses of the PrPmier's trip to Eng­
land and back again. 'Then his Southern 
trip was like tllP Delhi Durbar, with all its· 
pomp and magnificence. 

The· CHAIRMAN : Order ! Tlre han. mem­
ber j,, not e.pcaking to the question now under 
consideration. 

Mr. FIHELL Y: The Treasurer had control. 
of the funds. and the han. gentleman was 
Acting Premier at that time. 

The CHAIR::YIA~: The matter does not 
arise in connection with this vote. 

:Mr. FIHELLY: \Yell. he would ask the 
'.rre,asurer whether his expenses while he was 
tra veiling during the recer,s differed from 
those of his colleagues, what the expenses 
were, and how they were apportioned? He­
understood the Secretary for Public Lands 
also had a tremendous bill to present to his 
dcpar~ment when he returned from his trip 
to \Vestern Australia. The Auditor-General 
had commented on the matter, and he would 
like to know whether the hon. gentleman's 
colleagues had been too greedy or whether 
tho han. gentleman himself had been •he 
greedy boy. 

The TREAS"(::RER: As far as he was. 
personally concerned, he had no objection 
whatever to lay upon the table a return show­
ing his total expemes as Secretary for Public 
Instruction. as Treasurer, and as Acting Pre­
mier since he first became a Minister. He had' 
nothing to hide in the matter, and he was. 
quite sure that none of his colleagues had 
anything to hide either. 

l\1r. HARDACRE: For about three :vears, 
at various times, on the Address in Reply 
and on the Financial Statement, he had 
brought up the question of a. big leakage ill' 
the income tax revenue, and the Treasurer 
had promis:•d that he would make inquiries. 

The TREASURER: This is not the income· 
tax vote. 

lVIr, HARDACRE : He was not discussing 
the Commissioner for Income Tax or anything· 
appertaining to his department. The Trea­
surer had promised that he would look into 
the matter, and he WQuld like to know 
whether the han. gentleman had ever asked' 
the Commissioner for Income Tax for a .. 
report. 
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The CHAIRMAN : Order ! The hon. mem­
ber is not in order 111 bring~ng up the question 
on this vote. 

Mr. HARDACRE submitted that he was 
quite in order in asking the Treasurer whether 
he had made inquiries, as he had promised 
to do. 

The CHAIR::M:AN: The hon. member is 
not in order. 

Mr. HARDACRE: On the income tax vote 
he could only deal with what the Commis­
sioner had done, but his present concern was 
not with anything the Commissioner had done, 
but with what the Treasurer had done, and 
the rote now before the Committee seemed 
to be tlw proper place to raise the question. 
However, if the Chairman would perm;t him 
to~ raise the question on the income tax vote, 
he would do so. 

The TREASt.:RER : That is the proper place 
to ask it. 

Question put and passed. 

A~ALYS.T. 

The TREASURER moved that £4,659 be 
granted for the "Anahst." There was a 
decrea'e in the vote of £229 as compared with 
last year. There were no items that called 
for comment. 

Question put and passed. 

B1.:REAU OF CEKTRAL SeGAR MILLS. 

The TREASURER moved that £1,926 be 
granted for the " Bureau of Central Sugar 
Mills." The items were the same as last 
year, but the amount was le's by £1,000 than 
the vote for last year, caused by a reduction 
of £150 in "Travelling expenses," £100 in 
"Postage, telegrams, and incidental ex­
penses." and £750 in "Inspection fees." It 
was not thought necessa''Y to prnvide any­
thing this year for inspections. 

Mr. ::\fcCORMACK (Cairns) asked the 
Treasurer if he intended to build an accom­
modation house at the Babinda 11ill. The 
Treasurer had closed all the hotels in the 
mill arr>a, and he would not lea,,e any of 
the land that was available, and th0 re­
sult was that when travellers arrived there 
after a 50-mile jourm'y, at 7 o'clock at night, 
there was no arcommorlation for them. The 
Treasur<>r was the corporation, and he should 
make provision for accommodating the public 
and the men who worked th0re. He had re­
ceived a l0ttPr from the shire council com­
plaininf; about thE' dela,y on the part of the 
TrE'amrer in opening h. nd there. The land 
was in thE' hands of th0 Treasurer; but it 
was not available for the people. If any­
one fE'lt inclined to build an accommodation 
house he could not do so, because the land 
was not available. He had received a letter 
from the shire council, and a similar letter 
had be,•n .,ent to the Treasur<>r, asking for 
something to be done. He had brought thP 
matter up months ago, and nothing had 
been done since. l\1r. Christian offered to 
lease his land to anyone for £10 per acre 
per annum, but they were waiting for the 
Governm0nt land to be thrown open. He 
believed that tlw land was offered to the 
Government. 

The TREASl'RER : \V e got no land for 
nothing from ::Yir. Christian. 

1Ir. ::\IcCOR:\IACK: He undcn,tood :Hr. 
J\Iunro offered a block nf land to the Go­
vernm<>nt provided it was leased and not 
sold. 

The TREASL:RER: \\'e (hd 1:ot get any land 
offered to us. 

Mr. McCORMACK: He undcrstocd that: 
offer was not accepted, and that the land 
was since bought by the Government. The 
Treasurer took dra,tic action in closing up· 
the hotels, and he ,should have made pro-. 
vision for other accommodation. The man: 
erecting the mill found it hard to get meiJJ 
to work there because of the want of accom­
modution. The annual rainfall at Babinda 
wa' 180 inch<>s, and som<:' accommodation 
was needed. The Treasurer would not allow 
the iand to be leas •d, because there was 
some dPla.y in connection with the surveying. 
'l'hen, sanitary accom~odation was \Vante'l 
in connection with the Treasurer's own mill. 
T:.·phoid fever had broken out in the last 
fortnight or thre~ weeks, and some attempt 
should be made to provide sanitary accommo­
dation. 

Tho TREASL:RER : There has bC'c'n corres­
pondence with the f>hirc' coum·il. anJ they 
agreed to rnake the necefi'5ar:_v sanitary ar­
rangenlents. 

}!r. ::\IcCORJ'IIACK: The council were not 
in a position to do it, because the area be­
longed to the Treasurer. The Treasurer 
should have proYided an ac> ommodation 
house long ago. Tt was a commentary on 
his administration of sugar matters. The 
Treasurer should make the land available, so 
that the6e men could erect their homes, other· 
wise thccy >vould go further away to ~fr. 
Christian's land and settle down there, and 
the· town,hip would be in different place 
to what was first intended, and to what the 
Treasurer intended. The people of Babinda 
were continuallv complaining about the 
matter. There 'was something wrong with 
the planning of the town-that was the first 
excusP. ·while they wE're providing a beauti­
ful town plan, the people would accept Mr. 
Christian's offer, and the Treasurer would 
not then be able to lease his land at all. 
The peopk of Babinda wanted to know what 
the Treasurer intended to do about it. 

The TREASlTRER: The han. member for 
Cairns had referred tn tho want. of a.:com­
modation in that particular neighbourhood, 
but he would remind him that there were 
two hotels which were not nrohibited from 
taking- in lioarders. 'CP.de1: the Act they 
were J.Jrohibitr·d from selling intoxicants, and 

he ascmmE'd that they rathm· 
[10 p.m.] re•wntod having to close, and 

thev probablv thought they would 
!Trt even with' the cori1oration for clnsing 
them up. He gathered {rom some correspon­
dence that had passed that there was at 
present no provision made to any extent for 
accommodation. The hon. member had re­
ferred to the town planning of the area at 
Babinda. It was pssential that the work 
should be pronerlv done, o,nd it had there­
fore been del;yed, because there had been 
some difficulty in getting '1 proper survey 
of the township made. There was another 
point. the Committee would appreciate; it 
would not ha.-e been wise, the mill not 
opening till 1915. to rush the settlement of 
the l('asehold. E1·0rything was nnw under 
wav. and he honed that the difficulties to 
which the hon. m0mb0r had referred would 

Han. W. II. Barnes.] 
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'Boon be a thing of the past. When the hon. 
memb~r referred to the sanitary conditions, 
be (lVI_r. Barnes) was quite sure his memory 
was nght when he stated that the munici­
pality had. be2n approached, and had agreed 
to a cerbm form of work being carried out 
by th~mselves. The Treasury gave them 
.authonty, and he was surnrised to hoar the 
hon. nwmber say that he had received a 
·~etter stating t~at they were waiting for 
m~tructwns. Endently there had been some 
mistake CJmewhere. It was most essential 
that e, erything should be done to prevent 
the :;Jncad of any disease, especially 
tn,hm~l. The hm:. member would appreciate 
th :t. ~n connecbon with keeping a mill 
gomg m _1915, tlw_re had to be a great deal 
of ~xpocl:bon, as _It was rather a big under­
takmg. He took It that the Government and 
tl;P contrac'ior ''ere hav:ng all they could pos­
sibly do to get the mill ready for the 1915 
season. Tho matters to which the hon. mem­
ber had J;eferred "ould rec0ive further con­
:dderati<?n· He should be pleased to hear 
from hun from tune to time as to what 
was going on. 

Question put and passed. 

HARBOURS AXD RIVERS. 

The TREAS'CRER moved that £2,348 be 
granted for '·Harbours and Rivers." There 
was '!- reduction of £300 in connection with 
workm~ expens~s. Last year £1,800 was set 
d.o\\ r~. foT \V?rkrnR· expenses, the actual ex­
penditure bemg £1.517 o,. 5d. He regretted 
th,:t, ]lrobably, on ~ccount of th<> war, there 
would be fewer ships going into the dock 
than thoro were last year. 

l\lr .. DERTR,\::\I S!lid he had dr:awn the 
attcn!wn of Hie Treasurer on more than one 
occaswn to the ncccs,itv of doing something 
to abate the nuisance caused by the smoke 
from the smoke-stack at the Dr:y Dock, but 
practically nothmg had b0cn done. This was 
a gnat _nmsanre to those who frequentC>d 
t~c ~echn~cal college and library, which were 
Withm a l<'\\ yards of the dock. and also to a 
ntunlwr of lJC'(_)iJle in Dock str8et. whose resi­
denc:~'' wore on a levd with the top of the 
smoke-stack. He had written to the depart­
ment, and wao told last year that somc efforts 
had been made to abate the nuisance, but that 
they had not been successful, and another 
effort would be made. Private firms had 
taken <t·'Ps to preYent nuisances of this kin<.!. 
Only to-day he learnt that the milling com­
pany over the_'e had got some device which 
prm-ented the nuisance, and 'o had the 
Ro,~ewarne :;\;leatworks, only a few yards 
from the Dry Dock. He hoped that the 
Tr.casurcr would g-h-e an ac·,urance that some· 
thi~" "·onld be done to preYent the nuisance 
at tl.w J!ry Dock. He had n·,·eived a com­
mumcntron from ::\lcssrs. Babcock and 'Vilcox 
Limited, in. which they claimed that th~; 
had a contnvance which would remedv the 
tro:able. " 

The T~EA~l:RER: I haY<' received a similar 
<:omnnmicatron from that firm. 

Mr. BERTR;\:Y~ hoped that this firm wouid 
be suc,essful m n~ducing the Treasure.r to 
d? somethmg to Wipe out the nuisance. He 
did n_ot !mow whether <>nything could be 
done m tne way of enlar~ing the dock iust 
now, but t~e neceesity for larger doc!~ing 
acro,nmodatron was sm:erely felt. A large 
n2n;rhrr of boats. belongmg to the Australian 
1. mtecl Steamslup ?\ avigation Company and 

f llo;:,. T_ H. Bru·nr;_ 

other comnanies were unable to dock in 
Brisbane, because of the inadequacy of the 
docking accommodation. The result was that 
thousands of pounds of work that would 
otherwis0 be done in Brisbane was being 
done in Svdney, much to the detriment of 
workmen ,;·ho followed that occupation; but 
he supposed that under prewnt circumstances 
he could not ask fo~ an enlargement of the 
docking accommodation. He hoped, how­
ever, that the Treasurer would give him an 
ae,surance that some genuine effort would 
be made to abate the smoke nuisance. 

The TREASURER: ,\s he had previously 
informed the hon. member, a smoke device 
had been adopted, but, unfortunately, it was 
not a success. Ho should be quite willing 
to find out from the ftrm who had com­
municated with the Treasurv what was their 
proposed device, and if anything could be 
doiw at a reasonable cost to remove the 
nuisance it would be don<'. The matter had 
already been P'"''ed on to 1lr. Cullen for 
report. 

Question put and passed. 

IXC011E T.\X. 

The TRF::"\SCRER mowd that £9,192 be 
granted for the Income Tax DPpartmE'nt_ 
There was a decrease of £90 in this vuto. 

::\lr. HARDACRE : Some little time ago 
he brought under the notice of the Treasurer 
by a quc.'1tion certain lPakag( ,, in regard to 
incomE tax, and he thought that. as the 
matter wn•· one of great public importance, 
the Treasurer should get a special report 
on it. HB (,\Ir. Hardacre) had had several 
com'•'r·ations on the subj0ct with the Com­
missioner for Income Tax, who had given 
the mc.ttcr consideration. and tho last time 
he saw Mr. IIuglws about it, that gentleman 
said he had comu to the conclusion that it 
would b0 v<'ry difficult to alter the phrase­
ology of the Act so as to cover the cases 
of leakage. It did not S<'Cm to him (Mr. 
Uarcla<·re) " difficult matter. ,'\ll that was 
IH~r{~ssary v a"" to alter the interpretation of 
"income," and instead of saying "income 
h·orn business," make it read "gain." 
Gain W:'lS not necessarily income. \V. ages, 
profits, and windfalls were gains, but they 
need not necessarilv h<> income, and he 
thought the Act should be altered so as to 
make it apply t,; all gain from whatever 
SOUl"l'P. 

ThP TREAS'CRER : After the 1natter re­
ferreJ to bv the hon. member was last 
raised, he had a conference with l\1r. Hughes, 
and hie opinion was that, while ,ome little 
might be gained by adopting the sugges­
tion of the hon. member, on tho other hand 
there would be a set-off which would more 
than counterbalance the gain. However, as 
thf· matter had be0n nised again, he would 
give further consideration to it, and see if 
the Commissioner wa, still of the same 
opinion. 

Quc,tion put and passed. 

>IARIKE BOARD. 

The TREAS'GRER moved that £5,368 be 
grant0d for the "}larine Board." There 
was a decrease of £280 on the whole vote. 

}fr. KIRWAX: Is there any reason for re­
ducing th0 salary of the ::\hipping :\laster 
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-u.ncl Inspector of Pearl-shell and Bech<'-de­
l\ler Fisherie> at Thursday Island from £240 
;b £200? 

The TREAS"CRER: The reduction is 
-owing to the transfer of officers. 

Mr. ::'IIcCOR::\IACK wished to know if l\Ir. 
Cullen's department came in this vote. He 
wi,hecl to di·-cuss the ::\Iackav Harbour 
-schPnH~. ~ 

The TREA.Sl:RER: This will not be the 
proper place. It comes in the tru·t fund 
vute6. 

::'llr. ::'llcCOiniACK: Then he ,,-ould dj,. 
·cu•s it later on. 

Qup;;;tion 1.1ut ;,nd pa~,,ed. 

)L\RI::iE. 

The TREAST~RER moved that £81 224 be 
grant0d for the :Marine Department. ' There 
was a decrease of £10 000 in this vote as 
-compared with the amo'unt voted last vear 
due to variou.o reduction··.· the principal on~ 
lJPing i1: connection with the new pilot 
}'~eanH~r 111 ~loreton Bay. Last year provi­
swn as made for an expenditure of £28,000, 
and tlu· yeDr tl.ere was a revotc- of £14,700. 
H<: w ", ver) pleased to be able to ad vise 
that the nc•w steamer had arrived, and what 
wu, prenou,;ly ·" som·ee of difficultv would 
nuw di-apprar. · 

::\Ir. ::'llcCOR::YIACK : He would like to 
refer to the matter of the l\1a,]kay harbour 
:mrks. _He was surpri ed that the ::Ylinister 
fo~· Rmlways and the hon. member for 
l\l~rani had net risen to sav ilomethinO' about 
thi~ Yery in1port'int matfer. 'rho ~vav in 
wluch the people of ::\Iackay had been treated 
was_ a scandaL At the beginning of the 
h~ss1on h•'' asked the Treasurer the following 
qupstions :-

" 1. 1Yas the 1Iackav Harllour scheme, 
recommended and approved of by the 
Harbours and Rivurs Department? 

.. 2. Under whose superv'sion were the 
tests of foundations carried out? 

.. 3. Is tlw MackaY Harbour Board or 
the H~rbours and " Rivers Departmc>nt 
respons1llle for th<> expenditure that 
occurred and has proved useless, owing 
to the test·; not being reliable? " 

To which th,, hon. gentleman replied~ 

" L The ::Ylackay Harbour echemo was 
rb:ommended by the board of inquiry. 
The detail drawings were prepared by 
the Harbours and Riverc Department for 
the harbour board, tests of the founda­
tions being first obtained. 

"2. The harbot<r board made the test" 
and furnished the resulto to the Hat­
hours and Rivers Department. 

"3. The harbour board is responsible 
for all expenditure." 

'Some people, members of the harbour board, 
"kicked up a bit of a row in regard to the 
replic><, and immediatelv they were placated 
'by the Minister for Railways telling them 
that it would be all >·ight. that tlwv would 
not be responsible for all the expense. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: On what 
•authority? 

}lr. ::'llcCOR::\'IACK: His authority was a 
::Ylackay paper. He thought they should 
haV<:' Some C'Xplanation from the rreasurer 
or the Harbours and Rivers Department as 
to the expenditure or £30,000 or £40,000 on 
the ••dlCme. including the building o£ a small 
branch n:ilway and the entning into agree­
nlent--, 'vith c:nginePrs to c.ILrry out the "\Vork, 
the bu~·ing of steel for reinfumed concrete, 
and the sacrificing of that amount of money, 
be<t\tuse thP ~hL•rne could not be gone on 
with. Surely the Engineer for Harbours 
and Rivers would hav0 something to say in 
j usticP to the people of ::'llackac ! They were 
told that he (:\Ir. :\IcCormack) was endea­
vouring to make political cz'•pital out of it. 
He was 1~ct; he· was very sorry .for them, 
a!lcl iw wo:lld have liked to sec them get a 
harbour there. Later on the Treasurer said 
that he was having plan, prepared for 
another sche-me. 

The TnE,\El:RER: \Yhich have been suh­
mitted. 

1-Ir. J\lcCOR?viACK : He also said that 
they would !10ld an inquiry us to who wao 
to blame. Th<' board had entered into an 
agrce1nent 'vith an engineer, who rcc-2ntly 
got a verdict against them in tho com·to, 
whi,~h would coot them another £2,000, per­
haps. All this was due-h, was prepared to 
be corredod·-to the Harbours and Rivers 
Department in Brisbane. 'I'hcy approved of 
th~ whole thing, and the harbour board en­
tered an expenditure of £2:0.000 or £30,000. 
and whrrt had they got for it? They had a 
derrick at Flat Top, and nothing ch,~; and the 
p<>ople of :\L .. ckay were asking what their 
rl'lll'(>,,_•ntatiYP.3 'yerc doing about it. 

The t''F;;RET.UlY FOR RAILWAYS: They know 
what their reprhcntatives are doing. 

Mr. 1-IrCOR::YIACK: They were in the 
court thP other day, and they did not know 
much about their position. They fought that 
easn because' tlwv did not understand their 
position. They ;,vPre put in a wrong posi­
tion by th<' department th" 'I'reasurer was 
adrninio;t.ering. lh('y had spent a con~\ider­
ahlc annunt of money, and were in the 
position that they had nothing to show for 
it. The whole sche,nc· had collapsed. There 
\Vas no tal!..;: about going on with another 
sc·heme at alL The whole of the money had 
bPen ""'ted. and wasted because of bad ad­
ministration. in the Government department. 

The TREASURER: I think you ought to sus­
pend jndgm,•nt until you hear th"' other ?ide. 

:2\Ir. :?\IcCOR::YIACK: The judgment the 
other d:w ,, as furelv evidence to the Trca­
s~lrt':- tlult "onwtllin'"'g was ra·dictlly ·v;rong 
with the administntion of the scheme. \Vhy 
did the board enter into contracts on the 
advice of the Chief En;oineer, whose advice 
they were compelled tv accept? There was 
no electioneering in the matter at alL He 
ackee! the quPstions months ago, because he 
'vas intere,ted in the matter, and he had 
friends in Mackay who wc•re interested. He 
thought that thP whole matter should be in­
quired into. He thought at the time that 
it wa' a gigantic "cheme for a place the 
size of 11ackav to take unon itself, and he 
thond1 th"t :'II~. Cullen wot1ld have been wise 
if he had gone to a great deal more trouble 
than he 'd.id before allowing tho Mac­
kav people to launch a scheme costing, 
pe;·haps, £500,000 before the? had taken 

Mr. JfcCormack.] 
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proper boring-s. It was a remarkable posi· 
tion for an expert to find himself in, and 
only one test of borings had been made at 
Flat Top. 

The TREASURER: That is not correct. 

:Hr. :.\IcUORMACK: No exhaustive tests 
were made until the first pile was driven. 

The 'l"REASliRER: 1 am quito prepared to 
lay all the papers on the table. 

:1Ir. :.\icCUR:I1ACK: It would be intereot­
ing to the people of Mackay, but it would 
have been moro inter<''ting to the people of 
\Iaekav if full information had been ginen 
before· tho expenditure had bocu incurred. 
TheY would never have found themseh·es 
engitged in a law case with an engineer who 
had been engaged to do work "·hich was 
sloi>]lN:l l• :cause the foundations were bad. 

The Tfl.E.\SL'RER: It v:a: only fair to 
say that the member' for the district were 
closely in touch with the matter right 
through and knew every step that was taken. 
So far as the Government were concerned, 
if Government officen had made a mistake 
in connpction with the scheme, he could only 
repeat what he had said to the representa­
tive" of th<? district. that the Go.-ernment 
-h.onld stand by that mistake and retilllP 
them for the amount. If, on the other 
hand. the fanlt was with the people of 
Mack·ety, thf•n it \vas their funeral, and it 
wa> their duty to pay the E'Xpenses in con­
nection with the matter. He would go fu!l0• 
into the matter the next time the Committee 
were di,cu ,,ing the Estimates. 

'+ 10.30 p.m., 
Tlw CHAIRMAN said: Under the opera­

tion of Standing- Order No. 306, I now leave 
the chair and make m_v report to the House. 

The House resumed. 'The CHAIR:UAN re­
port<>d progress, and the Conumttce obtained 
leave to sit again to-morrow. 

CO-OPERATIYE AGRICL.CLTl"RAL 
PRODL"CTIOX BILL. 

DI~CHARGED FRQ)I PAPER. 

The SECRET)I.RY FOR AGRICULTURE 
{Hon. J. \Yhite, Jiusqrave): I beg to move 
that this Order be discharged, and the Bill 
itself withdrawn. 

OPPOSITION JVlE)fBERS : Oh, oh ! 
Question put and passed. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICDLTI:RE: 
I beg to move that the House will--

The SPEAKER: Order ! Under Standing 
Order No. 47, the han. member may not 
move a motion without notice, except by 
leave of the House. The question is that 
the han. member be allowed to give notice of 
motion. 

Question put and passed. 
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 

I heg to g-ive notice that, on \Vednesday 
next, I shall move-

" That the Home resoh·e itself into a 
Committee of the Whole to consider of 
the desirableness of introducing a Bill to 
provide for advances in aid of co-opera­
tive enterprise in connection with the 
manufacture. and storage of primary pro­
ducts of agriculture." 

The House adjourned at thirty-two minutes 
past 10 o'clock. 

[Mr. }Jf. cCormack. 

Cloncurry, Etc., Railway. 




