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1830 Adjournment. [ASSEMBLY.] Premiers' Conference. 

LEGISLATlVE ASSEMBLY. 

TuESDAY, 10 NovEMBER, 1914. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. vV. D. Armstrong;. 
Lockyt r) took the chair at half-paet 3 o'clock. 

ROCKHAMPTON HARBOUR BOARD' 
At'TS AMENDMENT BILL-PRIN­
TERS AND NEWSPAPERS BILL. 

ASSEN1'. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of 
messages from His Excellency the Lieuten· 
ant-Governor assenting to these Bills. 

PREMIERS' CONFEREI-;-CE. 

STATEMENT BY THE PRE:\:IIER. 

The PREMIER (Hon. D. F. Denham, 
Oxley): Mr. Speaker,-With thP permission, 
of the House, I desire to make a otatement 
respecting the recent Premiers' Conference. 

Question-That the Chief Secr0tary _be per· 
mitted to make the statement mentiOned­
put and passed. 

The PREMIER: It mav be well to place 
on record that I arrived 'at the conference 
of Premiers at Melbourne on the second clay 
of its sitting. The conferromce was convened. 
by the Right Hon. the Prime Minister, and 
he presided at the meetings. On the first 
day the arrangement arrived at at the pre­
vious conference-to finance State <tnd bank. 
needs by an increased note issue was re­
viewed ; and the needs of the States for 
immediate assistance by way of new loan 
money were investigated. On the second day 
the Prime Minister announced that he had 
arranged to provide loans for five States, 
and an allotment of respective amounts was 
made. At the close of the conference, Mr. 
Fisher made the following announcement to· 
the Press-

" I have pleasure in announcing that 
the Commonwealth has engaged to lend: 
money to the applicant States-New 
South Wales, Victoria, South Australia, 
Western Australia, and Tasmania-for 
loan expenditure during the next period 
of twelve months on their public works 
which have been authorised by the Par­
liaments of the said States. The money 
will not be raised by making the note· 
issue inconvertible." 

Whilst it is not my place to disclose mor_e 
than the Prime Minister saw fit to communi· 
cate I may say that the arrangement is a 
o-ood one for Australia. Happily, Queens­
land, at the present time, is not needing 
assistance. but should 1;he war be protracted 
and conditions be such as to render it un­
desirable that Queensland shouH ask for 
new loan money for public works in the open 
market I have an assurance of the Prime 
Minist~r that the sa'!le consideration will 
be extended to Queensland by the Common­
wealth Government as IS now being accorded 
to the other States. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear !. 
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Q"l7ESTIONS. 

PRICKLY-PEAR ERADICATIO::-i". 

Mr. _\DA::\fSOX (Rockham.pton) asked tho 
Secrotaro for Public Lands-

" 1. \Yhat are the conditions rel!"arding 
prickly-pear oradic~tion in the existing 
l<>as" of the followmg runs: -Bauhinie1, 
Rookwood, and Bonnie Doon: 

"2. Havf' these conditions boon com­
plied with, and to what extent? 

"3. Does the Government intend to 
apply tho forfeiture clause? " 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Han. J. Tolmie, TooN'oomba) replied-

" 1. B~uhinia Downs,-Prickly pear on 
the holdmg to be orad1cated within three 
years from. 1st January, 1914. Rook­
wood.-Cet-tificate under section 142 (1) of 
the Land Act of. 1910 issued 12th May, 
1911, that holdmg free from prickly 
PE'ar .. It must now be maintained free. 
Bonnw Doon.-No special condition in 
lease, but liability required under section 
40 of the Land Act of 1905 has been 
expended. 

. "2. Bavhinia Downs.-Upon inspec­
tion on 3rd August, 1914. it was found 
that good work had been done. £30 had 
been expended in prickly-pear destruc­
tion. Tho estimat0 to clear thE' re­
mainder was £100. Rookwood.-No 
report has been received since the certifi­
cate ~hat the holding was free of pcar 
was Issued on 12th :\fay, 1911. Bonnie 
Doon.-A report dated 26th October, 
1914, shows that work of pricklv-pear 
destruction has b<:'en neo-lected. · The 
question of applying secti~n 144 of the 
Land . \ct of 1910 is under consideration. 

"3. Bauhinia Downs.-No. Rook-
wood.-No. Bonnie Doon.-Not at pre­
sent.') 

AcT0}1ATIC INCREASES TO ENGINE-DRIVERS. 

Mr. E. B. C. CORRER (Jiaryborcugh) 
asked tho Secretary for Railways- · 

"1. In the case of engine-drinrs now 
receiving promotion but not receivincr 
the automatic increase, doc~ he intend 
to pay tho increase as soon as funds will 
permit? 

"2. If th.el:' again receive promotion 
before rec<'Ivmg the first automatic in­
crca -ce. does he intend that thev ,;hall 
receive tho two increases at once.? 

"3. Will all grades in the service simi­
larly situated receive the same treat­
ment?'' 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
replied-

" 1. Yes. from the date when funds 
are available. 

"2 and 3. Steps have been taken to 
preserve tho status of all employees who 
a_re affected by the temporary suspen­
Sion of the automatic (cla>sification) in­
creases.'' 

POLICE OFFICERS RETuRNING TO SERVICE. 

Mr. HUNTER (Maranoa) asked the Homo 
Secretary-

" 1. Are there any police officers in 
the service who, having left and re-

turned to the department. have not been 
granted their back _,-<~rvice? 

"2. If so. will he furnish the names of 
same and the reason or reasons for not 
granting same? '' 

The HO:\TE SECRETAHY (Hon. J. G. 
Appel, Lilbert) replied-

" 1 and 2. I am of opinicm that it 
would be a mistake to supply the infor­
mation, as it would unnecessarily make 
public the private and canfidcrtial de­
tails of the conduct of tho members of 
the Police Force. I shall be glad to 
supply the bon. member with the details 
of anv concTt,f>? ca~o he is interested in 
confidentially." 

PRICES OF RAILWAY COAL. 

Mr. KESSELL (Port Curtis) asked the 
Secretary for Railways-

" What prices arc being paid by the 
Railway Department for coal in-(a) 
Toowoomba district; (b) Ipswich dis­
trict; (c) Mary borough district; (d) 
C,?ntral district; stating in each case 
whether coal is screened or unscreoned? '~ 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
replied-

" (a) 9s. 3d. per ton ; (b) Ss. 6d. per 
ton; (c) 12". per ton; (d) Ss. 6d. per ton. 
Screened in f'ach C'asc." 

P\PERS. 
The following paper'. laid on the table, 

were ordered to be printed :-
Fourth report of the Workers' Dwellings 

Board for the year ended 30th June, 
1914. 

Annual report of the Department of 
Public Works for tho year ended 
30th June, 1914. 

Report of the Director of Labour and 
Chief Inspector of Factol'ies and 
Shops for the year ended 30th June, 
1914. 

PETITION. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
S'l'RCCTION (Han. J. W. Blair. Ipswich) 
prc"entod a petition from tho trustees of 
certain land in the parish of Dugandan, 
being a reserve for .a showground, praying 
that leave be given to introduce a Bill to 
enable the trustees of the land comprised 
in deed of grant No. 103853, being portion 
119, in the county of Ward and parish of 
Dugandan, and being a reserve for a show­
ground, to mortgage tho same. 

Petition received. 

BELGIAN RELIEF. 

On the motion standing in the name of 
Mr. Philp to the effect that £15,000 be 
granted towards the relief of Belgian distress 
caused by the present war being called-

HaN. R. PHILP said: Mr. Speaker,-! 
wish to withdraw this motion, at the re­
quest of the Chief Secretary. He informs 
me that he has already sent £5,000 worth 
of meat. and that, after inquiries, he will 
send either more meat, or money if prefer­
able. 

H on. R. Philp.] 
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ELECTIOXS c\CTS A::WE:'\DMEJ'\T BILL. 

SECOND HEADING-HESUMPTION OF DEBATE. 

Mr. SWAYNE (Mimni) : I notice that 
there are nineteen clauses in this Bill but I 
think ftanding out prominently amor:gst its 
features are throe c'r four. First of all, it 
seeks to ensure that ovorvbodv should have 
a vote who is entitled to· it; 'and, secondly, 
tha.t everybody who has a vote should use it. 
It IS rather a drastic change to say that any· 
bo:'ly ":ho ~1as a vote must vote, but still I 
thmk, m VIew of the great differenc·:·s there 
~n' in the objectives of the political parties 
m Queensland, it i9 d0sirable that before any 
change takes place in the control of affairs 
~ l!'ajority of the people should have a say 
:n It. When we ~ecollec~ that there is a party 
m the State whwh desires to see an entire 
change in our system o£ land tenure nmnelv 
t~e abolition of private ownersh.j~ of any 
ku;d. and of. all private ownership and enter­
pnso, I thmk that the people concerned 
should have a say as to whether thev desire 
it or not. Of course, if the maj~rity of 
people in Queensland desire a chanO"e of that 
kind, there is nothing to say aO"ai;st it but 
before it is bi:o~ght about the people should 
expregs an opmwn on the .subject. There is 
no doubt that there hao been a considerable 
want of interest in public affairs on the part 
of tho people, and I do not ln<ow whether 
that is attributable to one party more than 
another. Durmg the last elections I heard 
member~ of both parties express tre regret 
that then people were not takin~ the interest 
in the elections that they sho':':t!d. Again. 
when you hear people sa' ing that thev will 
not go to tho polling-place unless a motor· 
C'ar is eent for them, I think it is time that 
something was done which would ensu.re their 
exeroisG of one of the gr<·att:'st privileges we 
have. Our forefathers fought for this privi­
lege in the past, and it seems an abuse that, 
now. they have _gof, it, some people do not 
use It, and I thmk the time has come when 
some such provision as we have in tho Bill 
should be made to ensure that those who 
have a vote should use it. Secondly I think 
that a postal vote is dc•irable. We alll~now that 
in a widely scattered State such as Queens­
land, on the outlying stations and farms, 
there are manv who are far removed from 
the polling-places and who are unable to 
exercise their privilege. We also know that 
on polling-day a considerable portion of 
o:ur electors-our women-folk-are, through 
sickness, unable to use their privilege of 
voting-, unl·-'")S son1e such means as the 
postal vote is accorded them. At a Federal 
election it is estimated that there are 70,000 
women unable to use the vote to which 
they_ are entitled. There would be a pro­
portiOnate number at a State election and 
that alone shows that the postal v~te is 
necessary. I know that it has been urged 
~ha_t abuses have existed in cormection with 
It m the past, but nothing of the kind has 
come under my notice, and there is no reason 
why we shoul:f not provide proper safe­
guards so that It can be used in future with­
out the abuses which are said to have ob­
tained in the past. I think that the asser­
tions made with regard to those abuses should 
not be allowed to go uncontradicted or that 
the odium that was said to be cast ~pan the 
syster!1 should he allowed to pass unnoticed. 
For mst.ancc, the hon. member for Keppel 
made thrs statement during the debate-

. " In ~907 it was not the aged, sick, and 
u;firm m the country districts who exer­
Cised the postal vote, but people in 

[Mr. Swayne. 

Charters Towers, Townsville, Hockhamp· 
ton, and Brisbane who lived within a few 
hundred yar.ds of a polling-booth, whereas 
the people m the country districte went 
to a polling-booth to vote." 

He next spoke about Victoria, and said-
., Han. members on this si,de had no 

objection to extending the postal vote. to 
the sick and infirm; but we do object to 
extending it to those who are able to 
>~alk across the road to vote." 

We do not pcopose to extend it to anvone 
who lives within 5 miles of a polling­
place, and how does that accord with the 
statement that it i' used by those who only 
hve acroos the road? Agam, the hon. mem­
ber said-

" I know that fill elector is not sup­
pobcd to vote by post unless he believes 
that he will be Jllore than 5 miles out­
side the boundaries of the electorate for 
which he is enrolled on election day, but 
that provi,ion is abused, and there is no 
penalty,for a violation of the law in that 
respect. 

It is quite contrary tD fact to SfiY that there 
is no penalty for a violation of the Ia w in 
that respect. I have here the last Act which 
was passed, and I find that clause 47, dealing 
with tho postal vote, says-

" Any person 1vho rnakes in an-'lf.~ such 
application any statement which in any 
material particular is to his or her know­
lo·dge fabe, and any [lerson who attests 
any such fipplication containing any 
statement which in any material particu­
lar is to his or her knowledge false, shall 
be liable to a penalty not exceeding £100 
or to imprisonment, with or without hard 
labour. for any period not exceeding six 
months.'' 

That shows the value of the objections of 
nJembers of the Opposition. The han. mem­
ber said there was no penalty, and I am 
showing that he direct!;, misstated the facts 
when he said so. Again, it has been said 
that hardship will occur at the bi-monthly 
revision court, and that people will be with­
out votes. I do not see why anyone should 
be off the roll for two months, if he is not 
entitled to a vote in his late electorate, for pro­
vision is made that directly after two months 
of going into another electorate, he can apply 
for enrolment there. \Yhen he has been there 
two months, he cannot be objected to. The two 
things synchronise; they run together. Notice 
of removal goes before a court, and is 
dealt with at the next court before he is 
definitely removed, inquiries are made, the 
objection to his name is advertised in the 
public Press, and a notice is sent to him by 
pmt. If he has left, I do not see that he has 
any right to be allowed to remain on the roll. 
On the other band, the moment he has been 
two months in the new place, he can put 
in his applicfltion, and just about the time 
that he is removed from the old roll he will 
be plac0d on the new one. What is there 
wrong about that? YE't han. members oppo­
site denounce the harshness of the principle 
on that score. From the wav hon. members 
spoke on the other side, it aj)pears that what 
thov reallv desire is that those who have 
been here "only a few weeks or months from 
the South shoii!d be allowed to vote and have 
a say in the affairs of Queen,]and. 

Mr. LARC<)'llBE and other OPPOSITION MEM­
BERS: No, no! 
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:Mr. S\VAYNE: Listening to the inter· 
j ections made now, and considering the 
speeches I have heard from tho other side, 
that appeared to me to be the object the;. 
had in view. I rcallv think that we all de­
sire that there should be ovPry precaution 
taken, and that people who are entitled to 
vote _,hall ha,-o v vote, and at tho same 
time that those who are not entitled should 
be preventod from having a vote. Again, I 
haw heard objections made regarding the 
qwcstions put to applicants for enrolment. 
I think that it is about time that care 
;should be exercised in that matter. I am 
only expressing my own opinion. I n1ight 
say that I was acting as scrutincer during 
the last Federal election, and I am convinced 
that many of those who vo'ed were not en· 
titled to do so, because they were under 
age. I think that it is desirable that some 
precaution should be bken that before people 
become enrolled they are at least twenty-one. 
I do not see why bon. mombNs opposite 
;hould object to that. I sat at the table, 
and hundreds who voted pa.sed before me, 
and my honest opinion is that some of the 
young people were not of age. I think the 
recent acts that have occurred show that some 
<'are should be oxercisPd in thi, matter. For 
in~tancr>. I have here in a Press telegram 
from Bundabcrg- · 

Mr. LARC03IBE: \Vhat are you quoting 
from'! 

Mr. S \VA Y="JE: I am quoting from the 
"Courier." (Opposition laughter.) It is all 
very well to laugh, but it is a Pres·s tele­
gram. It is a more statem0nt of facts; not 
the opinion of the paper. If you look up 
the Bundabcrg paper.; you would, doubtless, 
see the samo thing recorded there. It is in 
Togard to the electoral revision court, and 
in the casco that were decided the police 
magistrate several times remarked that the 
applicants for enrolment appeared to h~ve 
no idea of the seriousness attached to the 
businr•"s they had in hand. To his mind, the 
proceedings showed that those resp"Jnsible 
for putting in the claim--

Tho SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem­
ber will be in order in quoting the oninion 
contained in tlw article, but he will r'tot be 
in order in reading the article. 

::Y1r. SW A Y:\'E: I was not reading the 
whole thing through, but only referring to 
a few lines. However, it goes on to state 
that one of the applicants said that he had 
been persuaded to put in his claim thoro, 
although he <old the person who persuaded 
hirn that h0 v, as not hvo 1nonths in the elec­
torate and that he did not intend to stav. 
Do hon. m<'mhors opposite approve of that 
sort of thing? 

0PPOSITIO" ME~IBERS: No, .no! 

Mr. S\YAYXE: I am Yery pleased to hear 
hon. members oppuite say thev do not ap­
prove of this kind of thing. I should not 
be acting in ""''ordance with the Standing 
Orders in reading the whole of the extract, 
but I may say that the people who were sup­
porting this were all of the same political 
party as hon. mcmbc'rs opposite. _\gain, I 
notice in the account of the same proceedings 
that a gentlf'man who was ut one time a mem­
ber of this House stated that he did not know 
that tlw justice signing the application form 
is required to -ign a certificate. It is just 
as well to make this matter clear. 

:iYir. BERTRUI: Have you ever signed one 
yourself? 

Mr. SWAYNE: If I have done so, I 
have done it in accordance with the pro­
visions of tho law, and if I made a mistake 
I should be ashamed to come before the 
court and sa v that I was ignorant of the 
Act. Section' 30c of the Elections Act, 1885 
to 1913, say;-

" The justice or any other person at­
te.oting a claim shall, if he is not per­
sonally acquainted with the facts, satisfy 
himself by inquiry from the claimant 
or otherwise that the answers to the 
questions arc true, and shall sign at the 
foot of the claim a certificate in the 
following form or to the like effect, that 
is to say," 

etc. \Vith regard to the objections from thA 
other side, it seems to me that that pre­
caution has been ignored in connection with 
a Vi'l'Y large batch of applications. I men­
tion this matter to show that more c:tre 
should be taken in these cases than appears 
to have been taken in the pact. A great 
deal has been said about giving votes to 
members of the ExpeditioRary Force, whom 
the exigencies of the situation may require 
to leave Qu0ensland at any moment. ·while 
we all regret that the position is such as 
to take them away from the State, it is 
absurd to say that they should be given 
votes for an election which will not take 
plac" until the middle of ne'Ct year. How 
can those men gi•·e th0ir votes for a can­
didate who is not yet nominated? I 
notice that the leader of the Opposition 
offered a solution of this difficulty, and said 
thPy could vote for tho Labour party or 
for the Liberal partv. But how do we 
know that there will ;,ot be a third partv: 
that what is called "the countrv party" 
may not havR ~andidates in the field? If 
the suggestion of the leader of the Op­
po,ition was carried into effect, those men 
who desired to vote for candidates nut for­
ward by the country party would be abso­
lutely prevent.Pd from doing so. If anv 
fair and just scheme could be devised which 
will gin> those men a vote, I think this 
sine of the House would gain by it. How­
ev<'r, it sePms to me that such a thing is 
quit<> out of tho question. ~\s to the pro­
poeition th::.t they should vote for a part:-·, 
ouite re!Tardleos of the character of a can­
<lidate, I would point out that candidates 
with most objectionable antecedents might 
be put forwarrl, and those men would have 
tD vote for such candidates in <:>ntirP ignor­
ence of tlwir chAracter. There are some 
p]ec•ors who attach considerable importance 
to th0 personality of the candidate, and, in­
dePd, put the personalit:-- before party. I 
arn not onving- wheth<:>r th'lt is wise or 
nnwise. rio-bt or wronz. bur sirrmlv stat<> the 
fact that thPre are voters who do that. How. 
thon, C01lld those nwn vote for a man of 
·who :r::. C'hn1 a(">tr-1~ thnv vrcro i.., entire ignor~ 
a nee 9 A little tlvmght will show how 
ntterlv ahonrd' such a nronoRal is. It 
cameo to thie: that in aecorde.nec with the 
n-r 1r:ic0 fiDel policy of mpmbers opno­
sitP. a litlr• cllouP in an orgarti!--:~tion will 
chno"' a candidatP. and the bulk of the 
r·l.Pctnrs m11St ·,.-ote "~('rorr1}nQ"Iv 'vHhout hav­
ing RaY in +hP choi"l-< Th0 mpm­
h"r~ of th~ Evnprlitjovtarv For"P. an~ not to 
hAn'> anY eav in the ch,ice of the ca,1didate. 
l>11t nrc. ~imnlv tn C'aPt th0ir vote for him 
;;:i""\ month~ bnfo-r0hanrl. No O"'l(l reQ'rets 
Pore than I clo thot t]o.,ep rnP'1 will not hr 
ohlP tn yo+n "t thE' elpntions. bnt a+ the 
Pa1110 tilYlP J ,.ln nnt <:!('~ ~OW "'111:"8 f'all dPvlso 
a schemP which . will allow thPm to vote. 

Mr. 811Jayne.] 
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Once you admit tho principle of voting by 
proxy, no n1atter what the exigencies of thD 
case 1nuy be, J.-ou will connnit a groat mis­
take which will probably lead to far greater 
enls than the one mentioned. Members op­
posite also oxprc"is great concern about the 
holding of a revision court a short time before 
an. election, and the leader of the Opposition 
satd-

" Never before in the history of 
Queensland had tho power been given to 
.a re....-ision court to strike off names on 
the eYe of a general election." 

Our elections generally take place in 
lvlarch or .i.pril, and the revision court 
is held in December at pr€scnt. In 
1908 "e had an e](,ction m Februarv 
so that the accusation of the hon. mom: 
ber, that never before in the history 
of Queensland had such a thing happened, 
falls to the ground. If we stick to the 
facts of the case, there is no reason to occupy 
ai_ty great length of time in discussing tho 
Btl!. . Bmled dm1·n, the measure amounts 
to thts : that everyone entitle-d to a vote 
shall have a vote, that everyone who has 
a vote shall use it, and that precautions 
shall be taken to prevent personation. Past 
m·ents have shown that extra precautions 
are necessary to prevent personation. I 
know of my own lmowledge that during the 
Federal election before last a vote was 
g-iven three timPs in tho name of a licensed 
victualler in Brisbane who was away in the 
old country. In another case which came 
to my knowledge, when a man and his wife 
went up to votr>, they found that someone 
ha_d already voted in their names. These 
thmgs show that malpractices do exist and 
that in any legislation brought fo~ward 
p;oper Precautions should be taken to pro­
nde agamst them. 

Mr. LAND (Bal?nne) : When the Elections 
Act Amendment Btl! was before this Chamber 
last :;ear I stated that if the Government had 
started ~mt with the express purpose of dis­
franchtsmg a great numb,!r of the citizens of 
Queensland they could not ha vo succeeded 
bt;tter than they have done in that Bill. That 
Btll became !aw, and has been in force about 
" year. 1md 1t has been condemned from one 
u1d of Queensland to the other, not only by 
the Labour party or the people who support 
the ~abour party_, but by all sorts of people 
of d:ff.crent pohtJCa] opinions. As far as the 
admmtstrabon of the law is concerned I have 
uot hearc! n:any, complaints from th~ people 
of the dmtnct 111 which I live. It seems 
however. tha~ that Act has not been effectiv~ 
enough to smt the wishes of the partv oppo­
stte, and no doubt that is tho reason this 
amendii_tg Bill is introduced. The principle 
undorlymg some of the provisions of tho Bill 
may be good, but one very bad feature in it 
is the provision which disfranchises people 
who have not got farms or selections or homes 
in tho districts where they get thPir living·. 
ThP h<m. membPr who h,Js just resumed his 
s.eat endeavoured to mako out that we have 
always had bi-monthly revision courts which 
hod tho poW('!' to strike names off the roll 
That is not so. The onlv court which had 
power to strike names off the roll was the 
annual revision co\1rt. Tho Home Secretary 
has often declared himself in this House as 
'" democrat. Indeed. I wonder if he has 
PV('r stood on any phtform in which he did 
not say that h0 was a domocrat. If he is 
wally sincere m his profession, one of his 
first acts should be to end0avour to vet those 
men who are doing the work of the country 

[Mr. Swayne. 

on the electoral roll and give them an oppor­
tunity to record their votes '.;·heu they are on, 
tn,, roll. I refer to shearers, shed hands, 
drovers, fencers, and all those who pertorm 
diftercnt kinds of bush work. lt is almost 
impossible for thosn men to retain their 
names on the roll if they arc to be struck off 
c very two months. A man who goes aw.1y 
with a mob of sheep leaves hie place of resi­
dence where his addwss is, and it may be 
ten or twelve weeks before he gets back. In 
the meantime, a policeman or some other, 
per oOn goes round and finds that this man is 
1wt at his residence at that particular time, 
and his name is struck off the roll by the 
revision court. Mmnb< rs of this I-iouse n1ay 
~,;o to England with the intention of coming 
beck, or they may go down to ='<1elbourne 
to see the Cup, and yet not have theu names 
struck off the roll. It seems to me that 
this measure is an attack on the worker, on 
men wlw go out to shear and do other bush 
work which requires that they should leave 
j,heir place of residence for a w hilc. There­
fore, I s~ that the revision court _every two­
months is for the purpose of stnkmg names 
off the roll. If they are properly disqualified, 
that is all right. There is no man on this side 
of the House who wishes to see an' name 
go on the roll if that elector is disqualifted. 
!rom voting, because it is no good to us at 
u ll. The chances are that when an election 
comes on he would be disqualified, and could 
not vote. \V e should take a common-sense 
view of the matter. and we should not dis­
q ualifv men who h,;vo been bred and born in 
Queensland and have never left the State, but 
have been engaged at various occupations here· 
ever since they were able to work. I am 
~urprised at the Home Secretary disfran('his­
ing these men. I am surprised at the mem­
bers representing country districts, and I am, 
surprised at those carrving on occupations 
in fhe pastoral industry agreeing to disfanchise 
the very men who keep their industries going 
from one year's end to the other.. Another 
important alteration in this Bill is the two 
months' residPnce qualification before the 
election. The same thing applies to this 
clause as to tl1e hi-month!:-· rm·ision court. 
The bi-monthlv revision court will strike off a 
Food number ~f names, and this fonr months' 
resiclenc<, qualification will knock off many 
more. Under the old Act, if a man was in 
the electorate one month in the preceding 
scvPn, he was allowea to voie, but this is 
cutting it down by half, and betwPen those, 
two clauses manv y·orthv citizens of Queens­
land will be de.barred ·from voting at all. 
These nwn have to go all over Queensland 
in carrying out their work, and it is impos­
sible for a great number of them to get on the 
roll. The residence of a single man is easily 
found. and also is that of a married ma;n, 
until he. l€aw<. th<' district a]togl'ther. He wtll 
rPside at an hotel. or boarding-house, or 
perhaps livn privately, and he will !.eave h!s 
clothes at that plaee. He will al~o leave hts' 
monev in thu locnl bank. Hie correspondence 
cc'1 l;e recnived there. and everything- can be 
arranged all right until he comes back. Un­
less that man permanentlv leaves th" district 
hn should not be struck· off the roll at all. 
There is another aucstion which I referred to 
tho other dav, which th<• Home Secretar~· 
seems to think is alreadv provided for, but 
I am sure it is not. Suppose a man is 
wrondv omitted from the roll. there is no 
nrovision for him to get on ai/,'ain. If tha 
Home Sc>cretary, or anv of his supporters. 
knew that a voter for the Liberal party was 
struck off the roll, they would like him to 
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have a chance to get on again. The Chief 
Electoral Registrar should have power to put 
u man on the roll again if he has been 
wrongly struck off. I have had a great deal 
to do v:ith the Chief Eolctoral Regrstrar and 
the officers in that department. I have always 
found them most obliging, and have not a 
word of complaint against them, but they 
have never been able to show me how those 
names were omitted from the roll. There 
should be some provision inserted to enable 
an:; person wrongly omitted from the roll to 
record a vote on election day. 'rho lists in 
conrwction with the annual revision of the 
rolls come out early in the year, and many 
people see them, but there are a good many 
that do not see them, and they do not think 
of looking over them because they know they 
ha Ye not left the electorate and the•; have 
not forfeited their qualification in any way. 
They even go into the polling-booth to record 
their vott?s before they find that they have 
been struck off the roll. \\'hen those lists 
are published, if persons find they have been 
struck off the roll wrongly, they ought to be 
able to notify the Chief Electoral Registrar 
in timo to get their names on again. In fact, 
m the far \V estern districts thm- could send a 
telegram. The Chief Electoral Registrar 
could then go into the matter and find out 
why they were left off the roll, and if he 
finds that they ha.-e not been marked "dead " 
" left," or " disqualified." he would know that 
they had not been rightly left off the roll and 
that it must have been a mistake in the 
office. The officers could then have power to 
put th,) name on the roll again. In cases 
wh0re a person does not find out that he 
has been left off tho roll until he goes to th0 
polling-booth, the presiding officer should 
have power to give him a votf'. The 
local presiding officers are generallv ac­
quainted with 0very person, and· they 
also have an opportunity of calling in a 
policeman and asking if he knows the person 
applying for the vote. In n..ine cases out of 
ten the policeman will be able to sav that he 
kno>~s him, and that he has not shifted for 
years. The Electoral Registrar should have 
power to instruct the presiding officer to 
grant a vote in such cases. A lot has been 
said about giving a vote to the soldiers 
leaving for the front. I think thev should 
get a vote. \Ve could decide on a certain 
form, and it could be sent to the soldiers to 
fill in before they left Queensland. The hon. 
member for Mirani says it would not be 
possible to arrange for a soldier to vote for 
a Liberal or Labour candidate only, because 
there might be a thud candidate in the field, 
as the country party might run a. candidate. 
In that cast·. we could ask the soldier to vote 
for one of three candidates representing the 
three partieo; in Parliament at the present 
time. It could be done in a very simple 
manner indeed. I happen to know a few 
of the young fellows who are going away 
with the Expeditionary Force. A lot of them 
are .bush work ere, and' they think it is a great 
shame that they should be deprived of re­
cording their votes. They asked me how it 
was thPv could not get their vote, and I said 
"The Horne Secretary is against it." They 
asked me who was the Home Secretary, and 
I told them. One of them said, "I know that 
gentleman: I saw his pedigree in 'Hansard' 
the other chv." One of thesP men said to 
me that the lnoudest moment of his life was 
when he was old enough to become a. full 
privileged unionist, and his next proudest 
day was when he got on the electoral roll. 

He also said it wus a proud day when he 
was able to n.cord his vote for the first time. 
lf there was any sincerity in the Govern­
ment, theJ would allow thes~ men to ha v~ a 
vote. The Home Secretary 1s also declarmg 
himself to be a friend of the workers, and is 
always roaring about his democracy. At 
every show banquet we hear him make 
second-reading speeches, both patriotic an<l 
democratic, and vet he will not give the men 
going to the front a chance of recording 
their votes. Earl Kitchener told these men 
that it was not child's play that they were 
going to, and they fnlly recognise it. They 
fully recognise that if they are allowed to 
vote on this occasion that it will probably 
be the last vote that they will ever record. 
I hope the Home Secretary will give them 
an opportunity of voting. I would like the 
hon. gentleman to go out quietly to the camp 
himself and ask the soldiers if they would 
like to vote before they left Australia? If 
the, ,do not want to vote, then it would be a 
different thing altogether, but the men I 
have spoken to do want to vote. A lot of 
things have been said about George Ryland 
putting namee on the roll when they were n?t 
qualified, but I do not believe a word of 1t. 
I have had a lot to do with putting men's 
names on the roll; in fact, I have been 
helping to make Parliament for the last 
thirty-live years. Under the old _\ct, we had 
a hard job to get men on the roll <J.t all, 
because the Elections Act then was much 
more restricted than it is now, and almost 
everv official who had anything at all to do 
with" admmistering the Act was biased. You 
could get no information from them at all. 

Reference was made to the· 
[4.30 p.m.] justices who will act under this. 

Bill. I knew one justice of the 
peace, who _may be. OI';e now _for. al.l .I 
know who s1gned obJectwns so mdrscnmr­
natel~ when they were h~mded to him that 
he even objecte·d to men m !us own employ 
at tho time. I have known men go further 
than that-to go round organising in the 
district and then sit on the bi-monthly re­
vision court. vVhile that sort of men are in 
authoritv, ordinary men have very little 
chance. • In fact, we know that the Home· 
Secretary had a pet justice of the peace once 
of his own. I remember when I was down 
there that thev told me he had been cDn­
victed of crimes twice, and the Home Secre­
tarv invited him to come here to the local' 
authorities' conference. That is what he 
thought of him. Fancy !jetting. hold of a. 
man like that-and I beheve h1s case w~s 
very strongly commente~ upon by the magis­
trate in reo-ard to his bemg a very dangerous­
man. I s._:'ppose he is a justice stilL 

The HO}fE SECRETARY : He is dead. 

Mr. LA::\'D : Then I will let him rest. 
I do not wish to detain the House a.ny longer, 
but I would like the Home Secretary to make 
note of some of the incidents I ~1a ve ref<;lr~ed 
to, and particularly those referrmg to g1vmg 
the soldiers a vote, and the matter of those 
who are omitted from the rolls. I have had 
very verv grave complaints, and I know, per­
sonally, men and women who came to the­
polling-booth last election and who had nev<;r­
shifted one inch, but yet were told the1r 
names were not on the rolL I knew a ganger 
on the railway line whose name was left off 
the rolL He should have been well enou[ih 
known. He came to me this .year, an_d smd, 
" This is pretty hot. Here IS my wde left 

Mr. Land.] 
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off the roll."' These are facts, and if only 
an odd one rs brought up now and again, it 
shows that such thincr, exist, and that they 
should be rectified. f have suggested means 
of doing that. 

Mr. FORSYTH PfuTrumba): I cannot 
say that I agree at all with the arguments 
used by hon. members on the other side, that 
this Bill is restricting people from getting on 
the roll. I think it aims at endeavouring to 
get the largest number of voters on the roll 
to vote, and that is a very good thing-to 
get as big a majority as poseible who are 
on the roll to vote-because under existing 
~onditions we do not get a fair estimate of 
what really are the wishes of the majority 
of tho people who are voters in QuBensland. 
I noticed that at the last election we had no 
less than 309,590 people on the roll, and out 
of that total number 205,650 persons voted 
at the polling-booth, and there wBre 12,889 
absent votes. The total vote for the Liberal 
candidates was 110,817, and for the Opposi­
tion 99,034, and for Independents 6.181, and 
there were only 297 contingent votes polled 
altogether. This means that altogether about 
75 per cent. of the total number on the roll 
who were entitled to vote actually voted, 
and it means that no fewer than 77.400 who 
were legally entitled to vote did not vote at 
all. What we want is not to knock people 
<Jff the roll, but to get the pcoplB on the 
roll to vote, so that we mav then be able to 
judge whether they are in favour of the 
Labollr party or of the Liberal party. be­
cause if you have 25 per cent. of the people 
who are entitled to vote not voting, you can 
never tell how the majority really goes. Our 
general feeling is that the Labour party's 
voters vote much bettm than the Liberal 
party's voters, and-whether we are right 
or not-that a very considerable proportion 
of that 25 per cent. are people who belong 
to the Liberal party. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAX: That is why you want 
compulsory voting. 

:Y1r. FORSYTH: No, it is not. I ~hal­
lengP the bon. member who interrupts to say 
whether he docs not want a full number to 
vote. Doc>s hP not want everybody to vote? 
Of course, it is impossible for everyhody to 
vote, we know that. But we want that everv­
bod;~· who is on the roll and entitled to go to 
the poll should endPavour to do so, so that we 
may have the highest JWr~entage possible. 
That is a principle I believe in, and I be­
lieve overvbodv believes in it whollv. and 
anybody who bolieves that should be 'deligh­
ted to vote for this measure. because it eeeks 
to get a. very much larger poll than we have 
had before. \Ve have had verv much smaller 
polls than 75 per cont. In fact. 75 per ~ent. 
·is now considered a good poll. but I seA 
no reason why WP •hould not have a verv 
much larger one than that. This Bill aim's 
at getting an exprcs~ion of the opinion of 
the people as to whom thev want to rulE' 
the affairs of the conntrv arid what class of 
legislat;on should b0 brm~ght in; and. if that 
is so, I think eYorvbod•.- on the other side 
will. admit that we want the biggest poll 
pos,Jble, so that the peopiP once for all will 
understand that the majoritv of the people 
of Queensland who vote are in favour of the 
poli~y of the Liberal pa.rtv or of the Labour 
party. I do not think that there is am- pre­
vPntion in this Bill of persons getting on tho 
roll. The hon. member for Chillagoe savs 
that it aims at the limitation of the people's 

[.iJ,fr. Ltmd. 

rights-that it strikes at the very vitals of 
democracy, and he wont into the most ter­
rific heroics to tell us exactly how it was 
done. He said that it seemed to him that 
the Home Secretary, and those acting with 
him, had made up the-ir minds to restrict 
the franchise to the narrowest possible limits 
by disqualifying as many Labour supporters 
as po&,;ible, lea.ving as many Liberals fran­
chised "'' poc;sible. I ask the hon. member 
how thev can do so, and whether the· Go­
vernment ccul quiPtly disfranchise Labour 
voters \1 ho have just as muc!T· right to be on 
thfl roll as Liberal voters? It is absurd that 
such a thing could happen. It would not 
happen. He says that the Bill will enable 
the Liberal party to di,franchise a great 
many thousands of persons who should be 
elect'ors in Queensland. Another thing he 
made a very ,tJ·ong point about ·was the 
case of a man residing in my own electorate 
and wanting to shift. He said that he might 
live in :Ylurrumba C'lectorate in July and 
shift to Brisbane. The police canvass might 
take place in August. and his name would 
be advertised a' having left the electorate 
long- before he could claim enrolment for 
Brisbane. If he thought that, then. he had 
not followed the present provisions of the 
law. Has the bon. member read the law? 
Do<>s he understand the conditions laid clown 
with regard to the very argumonc he raised 
that even if a man has ldt an electorate 
he cannot be knocked off the roll in two, or 
eYen four, months? (Laughter.) The hon. 
member laughs. Let mE' read him the clause. 
Clause 9 state, distinctlv that when it is 
found that an elector has left a district for 
two months or upwards his name is to be 
published in the papers or so'ne nublic place, 
and thPn, besides that, a note is to be sent 
to the man's last place of residene<•. Not 
only tha.t, but his name is also not taken off 
the rolls. I challPnge the bon. member to 
deny that. I am quoting from the Bill, and 
even if he is marked as left he cannot be put 
off the roll. \s a. matter of fact, according 
to dause 9, even if he has been two months 
and upwards out of an electorate he then 
c"nnot b(' put off the roll. beca.use he must 
go, afkr being advertised, before the next 
bi-monthly court. Therefore, when the hon. 
member states that people can be put off one 
roll bdo1·e thp0• can be put on another he 
is simply makin'l' a statement, as I under­
stand the Bill, which is entirely against facts. 
It comes to this: that. a.fter all this is done, 
h<' ean only be brought forward at the next 
rm: ision court, and therefor<e for anyone to 
sav that a man can be knocked off one roll 
},efore he can get on another is a most un­
fair statement to make, in my estimation. 
He must be at least two months from the 
district beforo he is even advertised, and 
when h<> is advertised he has to go before 
the next bi-monthly revision court. 

;)llr. :VlrComiACK: And then he has to go 
another five months before he is able to vote. 

Mr. FORSYTH: No, a man two months 
out of an electorate can apply to be placed 
on a roll, and then he is advertised in the 
usual way, jast as his ne me as one to be put 
off the roll is advertised, and it goes before 
the next court, and possibly is put on just 
the same as when his name was taken off the 
roll of the other electorate. If any bon. mem· 
ber can show that there is any possible chance 
of a man who leaves an Blectorate, and acts 
strictly in accor<fance with the law, being 
knocked off an electmate which he has left 
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for two months before he can get on another 
roil, then I can assure the hon member that 
I will vote for any amendment that will put 
that right. I think it would be most unfair. 
I discussed the question with the electoral 
registrar, and ,\,lome of his men, and I said, 
"Can you st.atc honestly with all your evi­
dence', and the information you possess, that 
there is a possible hope under this Bill, or 
even under the old Bill of 1913, of a man 
being knocked off the roll of an electorate' 
he has left before he c:Ln be put on another 
roll for which hP has made application two 
months after he has left the first?" I have 
got the assurance of these men to the effect, 
and from the Bill itself, I understand, that 
there is no possible hope of that being done. 
If any hon. member can show me that such 
a thing is possible, I shall he delighted to 
support any amendment which would have 
the effect of giving any man a chance, in the 
event of such a thing hanpening, of having 
his name on one roll. ·when he has been 
two months out of his old electorate, and 
makes application to go on the other elec­
toral roll, I should think that simultaneous]•, 
with his name being taken off one roll his 
name will ,;;o on the other. That is how ·r 
understand the Bill. It says distinctly that 
his name cannot he removed till he has been 
away two months or upwards, and then it 
must come before the next bi-monthly court. 
I think that if that is done, there is no chance 
of a man being knocked off. We have not 
had a great deal of discussion from the other 
side with regard to the question of compul­
sory voting, or even of compulsory registra­
tion. The Labour party brought in compu]. 
sory registration in tbe Commonwealth, but 
it appears to me that if a man is forced by 
law to go on to a roll, he should be forced 
to vote, but the Labour party did not see 
their wa.y to do that. When making it 
compuhory to register and to vote under this 
Bill, the idea was to try and get the biggest 
vote possible, so that people would know 
exactly what the feeling of the majority of 
the voters is in, connection with one party 
or another. There has been a good deal of 
discussion with regard to the seven months' 
provision·-one month in the previou~.; seven 
months in an electorate. A man might stay 
in an electoratE' for one month out of the 
seven before the election, and go a way to 
Sydney for six mont.hs prior to the date of 
the election. He might be on the New 
South Wales roll, and come back here and 
vote, thus doing something which he is not 
entitled to do. If we have a bi-monthly 
revision court for taking names off the roll 
we should also have a bi-monthlv court for 
putting names on. I do not think anyone 
wants people to be on a roll who are not 
entitled to be there, and if a man goes out 
of an electorate, he should apply to get on 
the electorate he goe., to. If hA does not 
do so, it is his own fault. \Ve have heard 
a great deal said about the notices sent to 
the electors, and that 75 per cent. of the 
people do not get them. If a man is leaving 
the district where he is enrolled, and knows 
that he is not likely to come back, he should 
apply without waiting· for the letter and 
get transferred to the new electorate. 

Mr. RYAN: Do you believe in compulsory 
voting? · 

Mr. FORSYTH: Yes. I think it is a good 
thing t.o have. I will ask the hon. member if 
he believes in compulsory registration? 

The SPEAKER: Order ! The hon. mem­
ber is not in order in inviting interjections. 

Mr. FORSYTH: If it is right to have 
compulsory r<>gistration, it appears to be _the 
natural corollary to have compulsory votmg. 
The Labour Government was anxious to put 
people on the roll, in tbc first instance, and 
fine <them if thev did not go on the roll, and 
whnt was the "good of going to all that 
expense unless thPre was some means after 
thcv had got on the roll to compel them to 
vot0? That is the difference between the 
Federal Bill and this one; we want people 
on the roll and we want them to vote. It is 
the highe·t privilege of citizemhip to be on 
the roll, and the people should conceive it 
to be their greatest privilege to go to the 
poll and vote. no matter whvther they are 
Liberal or Labour. \Vhat we want to know 
is what the majority believe in, but we have 
never been able to get their opinion, because 
there has bec>n such a large proportion of 
people who never voted at all, owing to 
many reasons, perhaps because they were toCJ 
far away amongst othere. Hon. members 
opposite do not believe in the postal vote, 
but they believe in the principle of the 
absentee vote. It has been stated that there 
were some 12.000 odd who relied on the 
ab~rmt vote. Thev talk about the few thou­
sand who used the absent vote, but in Aus­
tralia there are no less than 70.000 people 
who· cannot go to the poll at alL and that 
io one of the great reaoons why people should 
be allowc;d to vote by post. There are 
70,000 or 80,000 people in the Commonwealth 
who would fmd it impossible to go to the 
polling-booth, according to ::i-Ir. Knibbs, ana 
if we take Queensland's quota as one-seventh 
of that number, there would be 10,000 people 
in Queensland who could not vote at all. 
Hon. members opposite do not care two­
pence about that. 'l'hey have said that this 
Bill would be the means of disfranchising 
scores of thousands of people. \V e have, 
sav, 390.000 electors on the roll, or nearly 
400,000, out of a population of 670,000 odd. 
DoC's the hon. member for Chillagoe think 
that is a fair proportion of the adult people 
of Queensland'! He knows it is not correct­
that we have not got them. The hon. mem­
ber said-

" I am honeotly convinced that there 
will be disfranchised under this Bill and 
the Bill passed last session 100,000 men 
and women in full possession of their 
faculties, m~n and women who have 
reached years of discretion, and should 
not be disqualified in any democracy, but 
who will be disqualified under the 
Liberal electoral system in Queensland." 

The hon. member knows that that state­
ment is not right. With regard to the 
postal vote, we should only give a vote to 
every per,on who is sick and cannot go to 
tho polling-booth. The absent vote is no 
good to those people, because there are in 
Queensland people who have not the oppor­
tunity to go to a poll because they are 30, 
or perhaps 50, miles away. Under the old 
Act there was a provision that anyone who 
was 5 miles away from a polling-phce could 
apnly for a postal vote. and if they were 
sick they could also apply for a postal vote. 
The hon. member for Chillagoe asked why 
the 1,200 people at Dunwich should not have 
a vote. If they were in the Chillagoe elec­
torate, and were Liberals, I guarantee· that 
the hon. member would be the last man to 
advocate a vote for them. If the Dunwich 
people are to have a vote, let them have it 
for the district they C<1me from ; but why 
should they be allowed to vote en bloc in an 

Mr. Forsy~h~ 
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eledorate in which thev have no interest 
whatever? \Yhy should they be able to 
swamp an electorate in wh1ch they have 
no interest ' If the hon. member or any­
one else likes to rnovo an arnendn1ent to 
give the Dunwich people a vote, so 1ong 
as they are to exercise it for the particu­
lar d1strict which they came from, I 
would be glad to support the amendment. 
The hon. me nber for Chillagoe says thoro 
are a great many people obJecting to theu 
names being taken off the rolL If any ma11 
.or woman leaves an electorate, knowing that 
they are not going to live in that electorate, 
surely they will inquire of the registrar, 
.or, as soon af! the t1vo rnonths a.re up, advise 
him that they have changed to another elec­
torate and want their names taken off the 
old roll. If every elector in Queensland 
would take the same interest in elections as 
they should do, there would be no oc,:,asion 
for a great deal of the work that is necessary 
.at the present time. Then, the hon. mem­
ber for Chillagoe said that there was an 
attempt to prevent an elector from voting 
at the pollmg-booth on the part of the 
Liberal Government. I really do not know 
what that means. If .a man or woman is 
on the roll and goes to a polling-booth to 
vote, I do not thmk anyone can stop them 
from voting. You only block them from 
voting if you think it is a case of persona­
tion, or if they have left the district for a 
longer period than the time allowed. I think 

that it is the duty of any honest 
[5 p.m.] man who is satisfied that a man 

or woman has not ·been twelve 
months in the electorate, and has never 
bothered his or her head about getting on 
to another roll, to stop that man or woman 
from voting at an election. Then, members 
Dpposite have tGid us that it will take a 
person four months before he ean get his 
name transferred from one roll to .another, 
and they complain about the establishment 
of bi-monthly revision courts. vVhat is the 
use in talking in the way hon. members do 
when conditions have changed? Members 
vpposite say that a man must be two months 
in an electorate before he can -apply for 
the transference of his name to the roll for 
that electorate, and then that he will have 
to wait another two months before the 
transfer was confirmed bv the revision court. 
In that case it would "be absurd to have 
the same time for holding the revision court, 
seeing that the conditions of enrolmeTJt have 
altogether altered. It appears to me that 
the main principle of the Bill-namely, com­
pulsory enrolment and compulson· voting­
are good. The object is to see that every­
one <>ntitled to be on the roll shall be on 
the roll, and that everyone who is not en­
titled to be on the roll, shall not be put on 
illegally. If it were proposed that a per­
son's name should be knocked off one roll 
before he had an opportunity of getting on 
to another roll, I should vote against such 
a proposal. but there is no such provision 
in this Bill. As to persons going round 
.and putting names of electors on the roll, I 
can sav that I have never asked anvone to 
do that in my electorate. I may also state 
that. althou~Th I have been living in thP 
Bame house for twentv years and am still 
living there, an effort- was made to get mv 
name struck off the roll. Before I left 
for the old country for a holiday I took the 
precaution of informing the electoral regis­
trar that I was still in Brisbane, that my 
home was here, and that I was coming 
back. and I asked him if anyone tried to 
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knock my name off the roll not to allow 
it to be done. I had, however, scarcely 
left Brisbane before an attempt w.as made 
by someone to knock my name off the roll. 
'lhat is the kind of tactics in which some 
people indulge. I do not suppose he was 
a Liberal elector who tried to get my name 
taken off the roll, but it was a contemptible 
thing to do, no matter who did it, as I am 
sufficiently well known in Brisbane for people 
to have known that I was coming back here. 
I look upon this measure as one which is 
intended -to keep the rolls clean, and I am 
sure that no honest man wants the rolls 
to be anything but clean. ·what we desire 
is that everv man who is entitled to be on 
the roll shall have his name placed on the 
roll, .and that those who are not entitled 
to be on. the roll shall have their name~ 
knocked off the roll, so that we may have 
clean rolls. 

Mr. HUNTER: We all want that . 

Mr. FORSYTH : If you all want that, 
then you should be only too glad to vote for 
this Bill. The Bill bristles with provisions 
to make it easy to get on the roll, and it 
allows a postal vote to be attested by two 
electors. Any member of the Police For-:-e 
can sign as a witness to a claim just the 
same as -any elector, and that makes the pro­
cess of getting on the roll very much easier 
for every one concerned. Taking the Bill all 
round, I consider that it is a good measure, 
ar.d I do not think it will have the effect on 
tho people of Queensland that members oppo­
site contend it will have. On the contrary, 
I believe it will have the effect of making 
thl' rolls as dean as possible, and giving 
every mcm a chance to got on the rolls. 

Mr. BowMAN: I think it will affect the 
VV~estern and Northern people. 

Mr. FORSYTH : How many people in the 
vV estern districts have not got some settled 
recognisE'd place of abode? There are people 
who have their homes at Longreach, M1tchell, 
or elsewhere, and yet who for a consi-derable 
part of the year are away in other districtfl 
earning their livelihood. There are carriers 
and shearers who live with their families at 
Cha deville and other places, though they are 
away travelling for several months of th<' 
year, and their home is where their families 
reside. There rna:· be a few men who have 
reallv found it difficult to get on the roll, but 
the number is insignificant. A single man 
may, perhaps, find it difficult to get on the 
roll, but even he, as a rule, has his home 
with his father or mother, who live at Long­
reach or elsewhere. EvPn men who have no 
relations with whom to reside, generally 
live at a particular hote] when they come 
into town, and that is th8ir permanent place 
of abode. As a matter of fact, a large 
majoritv cf the people who are travelling 
about, especially married men, can easily get 
on the roll, and I see no reason at all whv 
their names should not be on the roll. I can 
quite understand that if a. person goes to 
New South Wales for four or five months in 
the year, it may be more difficult for him to 
get his name on the roll than. it is for those 
persons who do not leave Queensla.nd, but 
wherever ,a man has a permanent home he 
ean have a vote. So far we have had no 
nesitive proof that a large number of men 
cannot get on the roll. If proof is given of 
such .a state of thin~TS. then we should er>­
<leavour to obviate the difficulty, because I 
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believe it is the honest <tP,ire of members on 
both sides of the House" that every man g,nd 
woman entitled to vote should be enrolled. 
We do not want to put any difficulty in their 
way. In fact, this measure will make it 
easier for people to get on the roll, and I 
hope that members opposite will see that 
after all it is a good Bill, and that it will 
mc_an the putting of ": large number of people 
o<Jn the roll, and having a very much larger 
poll than we have ever had before. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY (Queenton): I have 
listened with a great de~! of interest and 
attention to the debate which has taken place 
on this Bill. The hon. member who has 
just sat down has proved to his own satis­
faction that tho effect of the Bill will be to 
make it easier for the electors of Queensland 
to get on the roll. As a matter of fact, that 
will not be its effe<;:t. Instead of this Bill 
making it easier for people to get on the 
roll, it makes it infinitely more difficult for 
them to become enrolled, and infinitely easier 
to have their names knocked off after they 
have been enrolled. The hon. member for 
Mirani made some reference to the Elections 
Act, and said he did not know very much 
about its provisions. It was quite evident 
that the hon. member did not know much 
about the Act, as he did not know when 
the annual revision court was held or which 
was the last revision court at which people 
"ould get their name3 on the electoral roll 
and have a vote if an election took place in 
February. If I remember rightly, in 
1908, when the election took place in Feb­
ruary, express provision had to be made to 
enable some 10,000 electors whose names had 
been placed on the November roll to vote 
.at that election. Those 10.000 persons had 
their names put on the 1907 roll, and yet, 
as the law then stood, ~hey had not the right 
to vote. The present Bill, and the Bill which 
was before us last session, have been intro­
duced with the expre;os purpose of disfran­
chising a large number of workers in Queens-
1and. Members opposite, and the Premier 
in particular, di~tinctly stated that there 
wert: a large number of workers in Queens­
land whose names were on the roll, and who 
had recorded their vote at past elections, 
but that those persons had no right to have 
their names on the roll, and C<'nsequently 
that the Government were going to see that 
they did not get them on in future. The 
Premier characterised those men as nomads, 
and because they found it impossible to re. 
side in one particular electorate throu~hout 
the whole year, he argued that they had no 

• right to be on the roll and that they should 
be disfranchised. And now, because the 
Bill passed last year had not accomplished 
the objeet the Government had in view, 
they had introduced another amending Bill 
so that they might accomplish their object. 
It seems to me that no more important Bill 
can be introduced than a Bill dealing with 
the franchise of the people of a State which 
is a democratic State that is supposed to be 
governed by the people and for the people. 
Ii the statutes to be placed on the statute· 
book "re to be broad~based on the people's 
will, then the people should have an oppor­
tunity of saying who shall represent them 
in this House and make the laws by which 
they arc governed. It has been repeat<>dly 
said bv members on the Government side 
that ever:vbodv who is qualified •hould be 
on the roll. The whole thing hinges on the 
qualification, as that is where the difficulty 
arises. We know that a good number of 
people at the present time find it almost 

impossible to get on the electoral roll, and, if 
they do get on the electoral roll, they are 
quickly put off again. I say that these people 
have a nght to vote and say who shall repre~ 
sent them in this House. The object 
of this Bill is to restrict the franchise 
and to prevent a large number of honest 
working men and women from having 
a say as to who shall represent the"n here. 
A great deal has been said about the old 
Act, whieh required a person to be in the 
electorate one month in the seven months 
preceding an election. That was much 
fairer than the present Bill. The hon. mem­
ber for Murrumba stated that when he went 
to the old country "ome years ago, he made 
it perfectly clear that he w:1s going a way 
for six or seven month,,, that he intended 
to return, and that his name should not 
be struck off the electoral roll. Yet he 
stated that other men lea;-ing their elec­
torate should be struck off. Under the 
old Act, if a man was in the electorate 
one month in the precedin,; seven his name 
would be left on, but under this Bill, if a 
man is out of the electorate for two months 
he will have his name struck off at the next 
revision court. Under the old Act a man, 
by making a declaration that he had been 
in the electorate one month in the precerling 
seven months, was allowed to vote, ,md 
under that provision fully 300 or 400 men 
voted in Charters Towers at the last elec­
tion. These men have their homes there, 
and their interests and families are also in 
Charters TowPrs. They might leave Charters 
Towers for perhaps six months and return 
again. Under this Bill thev will be disfran­
chised altogether if thev leave the electorate 
for two months, although their wives, fami­
lies, and interests remain there. If a man 
leaves an electorate a day or two before a 
registration court is held, then by the time the 
next revision court takes place he may be 
struck off the roll, and it will be impossible 
for him to get en again, because his appli­
cation must be in at the revision court fortv­
eight houre before the court sits. In cases 
like that it mav be four months before a 
man can get on" the roll again. There are 
a number of difficulties placed in the way 
of men who have a perfect right to exer· 
cise their vote, but who will be deprived 
of their right under this Bill. I am sure 
that there are 30,000 men in Queensland who 
find it impossible to reside in one particular 
electorate all the year round, because they 
have to go to other electorates to earn their 
liYelihoocl. Even if they get on the roll, they 
will find it impossible to remein there. The 
"hole idea of the Bill is to prevent these 
individuals from recording their votes, 
because the idea exists in the mind of the 
Gavernment. and of other members opposite, 
that thece men vote in a particular way, and 
the Government therefore think that it is 
not in their int<lrests that these votes should 
be> recorded. I notice th<tt there is a protest 
clause in this Bill. In times gone by, if a 
~crutineer, or candidate, or returning officer. 
had any rea"-on for suspecting that the person 
anplying for the vnte was not entitled t~ it, 
thev could ask him to mak<' a de,-laratwn, 
and if he refused to make that declaration, 
the vate could be refused. This clause re­
lating to protested votes, instead of helping 
people to record their votes, will pr<lvent 
them from doing so. Before the last Elec­
tions Bill was introduced. it was stated that 
Queensland was the most backward of all the 
Australian St<ttes so far as this franchise was 
concerned, and the facilities for getting on 
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the roll and remaining there were better in 
every other State than in Queensland. The 
conditions, however, were certainly better 
under that Bill than they will be under the 
Bill now before us. When we remember that 
we have a larg£" rnoving popul«tion in 
Queensland pursuing various industries, we 
should ma.k<' it easier for them to get on 
the roll, instea•d of more difficult. A great 
deal has been said about compulsory enrol­
ment and compulsory voting. While it may 
be a good thing for people to be compelled 
to enrol i:!1emselves, it is doubtful whether 
we could compel them to use their votes. 
You might be uble to compel people to go to 
a polling-booth, but you cannot make them 
yote. "You can lead a horse to water, but 
you cannot make him drink." I am of 
opinion that many people will be reluctantly 
compelled to go to the polling-booth, and in 
all prollability this will leud to a large in­
crouse in the number of informal votes. So 
that while some people may 'ay that com­
pulsory voting is a corollary of compulsor~­
enrolment, others will say it is a corollary 
thut they do not like. The han. member for 
Mirani made a great deal of capital out 
of a man being compelled to record his vote 
when he might not know either candidate, ur 
approve of either candidate, but in this Bill 
the people are compelled to go to the pe1Jing­
booth and vote for someone, or else spoil 
their ballot-paper. The surprising thing to 
me is that han. members opposite rest satis­
fied with the franchise being us liberal as it 
is at the present time. We know that hon. 
member, opposite arc in favour of ruising the 
age to twenty-five years, and it is a wonder 
they do not provide for that in this Bill, and 
also diYide the electore into three sections, as 
they do in snme countries, and have one-third 
of the votes based on their tax-paying obli­
gations, and the remaining two-thirds of the 
votes divided amongst le's than one-thir·d of 
the people. Something like that would be in 
acco:·dance with the statement~ made bv hon. 
gentlemen opposite. In reference to" what 
ha;; been said about giving votes to the 
members of the Expeditionary Force, I ma(l' 
ooy that I saw in a New Zealand paper that 
the rrwn leaving New Zealand were allowed 
to vote before they left. I then put some 
questions on the notice-paper, asking the 
Home f<ecretary if the same thing would be 
done here, and he said the matter would be 
given consideration. Evidently the matter 
has been considered, and the Home Secretary 
thinks they ure doing a very fine thing by 
leaving the names of these men on the roll, 
but h" is not prepared to go the full length 
of allowing them the right of exercising their 
votes before thBy go. A good deal has been 
gai.] about the impracticability of giving 
vote" to the soldiers, but in New ~ealand 
they allowed the men to vote. The candi­
dates have not been numed there yet, and it 
was six wPeks or two months ago that they 
voted. The New Zealand soldiers were 
.allowed to vote for the principles that t.hey 
believed in, and also on two or three sub­
sidiarv questions. Their votes were then 
placed in tl>e care of the Electoral RPgistrar, 
unrl when the election takes place their votes 
will be forwarded to the constituencies and 
countPd in favour of the Liberal or Labour 
candidates, rt'spectively. The vot<'3 given in 
::'{ew Zealand have been chllract<'rised as a 
proxy vote, but it is nothing of the sort. A 
proxv vote is to give someone else the power 
to ,·'ate for vou--to exercise the vote that 
belongs to yo{r-but in ~ew Zealund the men 

[21-fr. Winstanley. 

exercised the vote themselves. The samEl' 
privilege should be granted tn the men in 
Queensland. The matter of leaYing the men's­
name' on the electoral rolls is a very small 
and insignificant thing indeed. One of the 
men told me the other day that in all proba­
bility within twelve months 60 per cent. of 
the 'men leaving Queensland \Yould be put 
out of action altogether. It •-eoms a just 
thing, therefore, that we should give them 
an opportunity of exerci~ing the franchise 
before they leave for the front. T,here are· 
a great many other things in connection with 
this Bill and some matters of detail that 
might be better dealt with in Committee. 
The whole purport of the Bill seemc to be, 
not to increuse the facilities for getting on 
tlK roll but to decreac;e them, and to make 
it diffic~!t for voters to en·rcise their fran­
chise. In reference to the postal voting, a 
groat .deal has been said about the difficulties. 
of the aged and infirm not being able to 
record their votes. I do not think that any­
one wants to deprive lame and siek persons 
of their votes, but it is a well-known fact 
that when the postal vote was used at the, 
election of 1908, over two-thirds ::lf the postal 
votes that were recorded were given in the 
lar"'e cities by people who were neither sick 
no; infirm, and who did not live 5 miles­
from a polling-booth. Facilities are provi·ded 
und, r the Elections Act passed last year for 
people living in the sume street as that wh<;re 
a booth exists to vote by post. I may pomt 
out that the Act says nothing at all about 
a person having to be 5 miles from a 
polling-booth before he or she can record a 
vote bv post. The Act clearly states that the 
voter 'must declare thut on the day of the 
polling he believes he will be 5 miles from 
a polling-booth, and then the postal vote ca_n 
be recorded. All they have got to say IS 
that thev believe they will be 5 miles away 
on the day of polling, and the postal v<;te 
can be witnessed by two electors and sent '!!· 
From my experience of the postal vote, It 
will not tend to the secrecy of the bullot. It 
is practice.lly giving an open vote. Some 

people will be compelled to vote,, 
[5.30 p.m.] and canvassers will makn sure of 

getting their vote~ to the bal!ot­
hox before polling-day. That sort of thmg 
will not tend to the good government of th.e 
State and will not conduce to the convem­
<>nce 'of tho'e for whom it was inven~ed. 
There are quite a number of ?ther thmgs 
which I think might be dealt w1th_, perhaps, 
bette'1' in Committee than at th1e preoent 
timB, and what I have further to s:;y on the 
matter I will reserve for that occaswn. 

Mr. PAYNE (Jiitchrll): We have b<>en 
told from the Government side .of the Ht;use 
during this session, more partiCularly swce 
the war broke out, that it would be bett~r 
if we joined hands, as it were, and ~~d 
something together t<; help the E_mptre 
when it is engaged m th1s very difficult 
business. But right on the eve of an ele?­
tion we have introduced what I suppo~e !S 
one of the most "party" moasur?s 1t ~s 
possible to think of. I do not thmk this 
House in its wisdom should pass eYen the 
second rt'ading of this Bill, and. I hope, 
before I resume my sPat, to g1ve some 
reasons whv thP House shoulcl not pas3 the 
measure. Vie have been told by . thP . SUJ?­

porters of the Government that th:s Bill. IS 
to make the rolls clean, and to provide 
that ev0rvone over the ag-e of twenty-one 
years wh.; is a resident of the State shall 
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be entitkd to get his name on the roll and 
to vote. I claim that this Bill. together 
with the <~mending Bill we passed la ,t year, 
goes a very long way indeed towards de­
pr_iving a great number of per,,ons of the 
opportunity of getting their names on the 
roll, and when thev do get on the roll, 1 
doubt whether a great many of them will 
be able to g-et a ballot-naper when they 
go to the polling-booth. We find that right 
on the eve of an elec~ion this Bill is to 
give the Government in power machinery 
to fix up the rolls exactly to suit themselves. 
I claim that that is a bad power to give 
to any Government, I do not care who they 
are. Surely, this is not legislation for clean 
Tolls, or in order that everybody should 
have a vote ! I heard a long argument on 
clause 12 by the hon. member for Murrumba. 
I give the hon. member the credit of having 
sense enough to know the difference be­
tween a man's receiving a ballot-naper and 
his getting his name on the roll. Every­
body in favour of the Bill seems to argue 
that because a man has a fixed nlace of 
abode hi,, name is on the roll, or can be on 
the roll. That is not the argument at all? 
The argument is that a married man may 
live in. say Longreach, for twenty years­
and I challenge the Minister for Education 
to contradict this-and if he has to go 
outside his electorate for four months pre­
vious to the election, when he comes into 
thR polling-booth to g-Pt his ballot-paper, 
and is asked the questions in section 63 of 
the Consolidated Act. he will find he could 
not get a ballot-naper. It was bad enough 
before-one month in the previous seven­
but now it is to be one month in the pre­
vious four. In s8ction 63 of the Consoli­
dated Ad, which chuse 12 of this Bill seeks 
to amend. it is provided-

" The presiding officer mav, if he 
thinks fit and shall if require'd by any 
candidate or scrutineer, put to any per­
son claiming to be an elector, before he 
votes and not .afterwards, the following 
questions or either of them, that is to 
say." 

And amongst the questions is this one-
" Ha.-e you within thP last preceding 

seven months been bona fide resident 
within this eleet.oral district for a period 
of one month?" 

If he cannot answer that bv saving-, "Yes," 
he will not be able to get a 'ballot-paper. 
Now, this .amendin'l' Bill seeks to make that 
period four months. It means that this 
amending Bill, right from the beginning- to 
the end, is filled chock full of a riower that 
should not be <ri.,.en to anv Government. As 
a mattPr of fact, take 'tho whole of the 
\V pstern distrids of QuPensland. I hopo 
the Home Secretary is listcnin<r beeause ;I 
want him not to make the mistake of con­
founding a man's g-ettin<r a ballot-naper 
whFn hr Q'OCS to thP polling-booth with his 
resiCIPntial qua lineation. A man mig-ht bR 
twentv vcars living- in LongrPach. and he 
rni<rht he away from home> she·uing-. and, 
altl1nurrh he> hos hPPn homo for everv wcek­
""'1. uni!cr this section he would not get a 
vote. 

The HoM:: SECRET.IRY: Oh, no! 

1\lr. PAYNE: I sat in a. courthouse in 
my r.le(>torah~ ,,~hlJe the voting \vaR goinr~, on, 
and T saw thP preciding ofiicer refuse to givo 
a man a. paper, because under the old Act 
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he had not been a month out of the previous 
seven in the district " continuously," as he 
said. It is all very well for the Home Secretary 
to sit there and say "Oh, no !" In the Mit­
chell and Barcoo there are sheds on both sides, 
and it appears to me that a. man living in 
ono elcdorate might be away shearing in the 
other, and he might bo away all the week 
during the previous seven months and come 
back on Saturday night to his home, and 
leave again on Sunday. and yet not be one 
month resident out of the preceding seven. 

'The IIOJVIE SECRETARY: He cannot be said 
to be away from home in that case. 

11r. PAYNE: Surely the Home Secre­
tary and his supporters are not so . dense 
that thry cannot grasp what I am trymg to 
explain! \Ve have heard a lot about a 
man's fixed place of abode. \Vhat does that 
have to do with it when he "alks mto a 
polling-booth, and is challenged with the 
qucction I have mentioned under section 63 
-"Have you been bon& fide resident during 
one month in the previous seven months?" 
l have seen men disfranchised for that 
reason, and now they are going to make it 
one month in the preceding foqr. \Vhen you 
have .a Government sitting coolly and calmly 
trying to prevent people from getting on 
the roll, they are capable of anything. The 
han. member for Wide Bay knows quite well 
that what I have said about men in that 
position is correct. 

Mr. BooKER: They would give them votes. 

Mr. PAYNE: I have seen men disfran­
chised for not answering the question re­
lating to one month's residence during the 
previous seven. The presiding officer said, 
" I know you are residing here and have 
been resident here for some years, but under 
the Act I cannot give you a ballot-paper. 
You have not been here one month in the 
last seven." It is monstrous. In Western 
Queensland there is practicaJly only one in­
dustry, the pastoral industry, and if people 
are misPrable enough to do what this Go­
vernment are doing, how much further will 
they go? They can say to the Mitchell elec­
tors, " No, there will be no shearing for 
you in the Mitchell. you will have to get 
over to the Barcoo." Consequently, if they 
a.re not resident one month during the last 
four prior to the election, they are not to 
got a ballot-paper. There is a. very great 
deal of difference between getting your name 
on the roll and exercising your vote. How 
oftc n will you see an official roll with red 
lines drawn through some of the na.mes? 
The presiding of!icer ''aJ s. "You c:J.nnot get 
a ballot-paper," and although the man 
argues that he has not been out of the elec­
torate, he is told, "I cannot help it, a. red 
line is drawn through your name." I quite 
understand, that by making a sworn declara­
tion. he can get a vote. but there is no pos­
sibility of any. man who has not been one 
month in the prc<eeding seven getting a 
vote under the Queensland laws. Then we 
have a new feature altogether ·in this Bill, 
what is termed a " protP"tocl vot1• " There 
is already machinery enough on the statute­
book to get all the information that is re­
quired in regard to who a voter is. That is pro­
vided under section 63 of the principal Act, 
and the Government have brought in an ad­
dition for only one reason. and that is to do 
awav with the secrer-.- of the ballot a> much 
as they possiblv can. I challenge the Pre­
mier or the Government to say that there is 
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not sufficient machinery under that section 
to get at the bottom of everything. The 
whole thing is a humbug, and there is no 
sound reason why this Bill should be brought 
here at all. To my mind, it is done for no 
other reason than to do away with the 
secrecy of the ballot as much as they possibly 
can. Then we come to clause 14, which ap­
pears to me to be a mere trick of the Go­
vernment in trying to violate the secrecy of 
the ballot. They can give no other reason 
for it. That clause provide:J-

" In section seventy-one of the con­
solidated Acts, the wor•ds ' Tho presiding 
officer shall use ink or pencil of uniform 
colour for all ballot-papers and rolls' 
are repealed." 

Why do they want to repeal that? What 
b~ncfit is it to the Government, or to the 
voter, to have the ballot-papers or rolls 
marked with different coloured pencils, which 
it will mean now? It means that the pre­
oiding officer, if he thinks lit, can initial a 
ballot-paper with a red pencil, and, when 
somehody else comes in for another ballot­
paper, he can initial it with a blue pencil. 
\Yhat is the advantag" of altering tho system 
of a uniform colour being used 'I Can any­
one argue that that is making for clean work 
as far as our electoral law is concerned? You 
do not require to be a very thoughtful person 
to grasp what the Government's intention is 
in making such an alteration. Then we get to 
the last clause, the phraseology of which is 
most ridiculous. The Government have per­
mitted our brave soldiers who have gone away 
to defe11d our honws to retain their names on 
the roll for even twelve months after the war is 
over. \Vhat is the good of retaining those 
names on the roll unless you give the men an 
opportunity of recording their vote? \Vhere is 
the honour of a man's names being retained on 
the roll ? It is like inviting a man to have 
something to eat, and then giving him an 
empty plate. The Government are skiting 
a bout what they are doing for our volunteers. 
I believe a lot of people do not realise what 
!hese men have taken on, and that it is tho 
yer~- pick of our ;~oung men who arc going 
from Queensland. I am sorry to say that we 
cannot expect them all to come back, and 
the least tho Government should have done 
was to stretch a point and give theso young 
men an opportunity of recording tJ,eir votes 
before they left their homes, perhaps never 
to be seen again. Yet the Government say 
thev cannot do it. The New Zealand Govern­
mont did it. The New Zealand Premier said 
the other dav that the outside public had no 
knowledge ~£ the value of the Australian 
Nav~· to the Commonwealth during this par­
ticular period. He wont on to say that two 
or three of tho largest German cruisers were 
within some thirty-six or forty-eight hours sail 
of New Zealand, and but for tho Australian 
Navv those cruiiiers would probably have been 
bombarding the ports of New Zealand. Yet 
here we have a Government which sits quiet!,· 
;,y, and tries to make out that they are doing 
a !Creat deal when those brave volunteers go 
awaY to fight for tho Empire b,· allowinv them 
to keep thPir names on the roll. The Home 
Recretary should make· some provision to give 
them a vote; otherwisf'. it would be more 
honourable to take their names off tho roll 
altogether. It is only a farce to allow them to 
hnve their names on the roll without 12:iving 
r1'1nm an opportunity o£ exPrcisinv thejr vot0s. 
'l'hP Bill has not for its obiect the cleansing 
of the rolls and providing that everv man or 
woman over twenty-one years of age in 

[Mr. Payne. 

Queensland shall get their names on the roll. 
It will have the reverse effect. I hope the 
House, in its wisdom, will see that the Bill 
does not pass its second reading 

Mr. BARBEH, (Bundaberg): I desire to say 
a ±ow words on the Bill before it goes to a 
vote. I was very much amused the other night 
when the Home Secretary made what, I pre­
sume he considered, an interesting speech on 
the Silcond reading, especially at the wonderful 
and extraordinary claim which he advanced 
that this amending Bill would make the 
Queensland electoral franchise the broad0st 
franchise in any part of the world. Some 
time ago the Home Secretary delivered one of 
his interesting lectureo to the Queensland 
Women's Electoral League, and according to 
a report which appeared in the ''Daily Mail," 
ho claimed then that the amending Bill of 
last session was so broad and comprehensive 
and so liberal in its provisions, that it afforded 
the fulle"t and freest franchise it was 
possible to have, and that body of ·electors 
took it for granted that what the hon. gentle­
man said must be absolutely correct. Yet, 
despite the extraordinary assertion of the hoi<. 
gentleman, he comes down with a still further 
amending Bill this y< ar, and asserts that this 
is the broadest franchise. Does the Act, as 
amcnd0d last year, contain the broadest 
franchise, or the Bill that we are passing this 
year?· Because if the one which was passed 
last year was as broad as it was possible to 
make the franchise, then what necessity is 
i.hortJ to bring in a still broader one this year? 
Another thing which strikes me as very 
rwruliar is this : During the past few weeks 
we read wit];l profound regret that the 
Liberal Association of Queensland went 
defunct, and I understand that proper 
arrangements had been made for its 
funeral. (Laughter.) That being so, it 
seems to me that the Government recognise 
that they have no electoral organisation to 
advance their interests in Queensland; and 
consequently, they are using the machinery of 
Parliamf'nt to do the work "on the cheap " 
\vhich the Liberal org-anisation would have 
had to pay for. On 8th October the Govern­
ment organ, the "Courier," came out with a 
vPrv striking criticism on the Government 
policy this session. shting that unless they 
put a bit more vim and vigour into their legis­
lation, they would lose the confidence of the 
J~iberals of Queensland. Thay referred to the 
fact that if between now and election time the 
members of the Government would show the 
courag0 of their opinions, and resolutely per­
form som<> of the things they were put in 
Parliament for, they would save the situation 
for Liberalism. And furthpr on in this leader 
thpre is one continuous flagellation of 
Ministers generally and their supporters for 
lack of backbone which thev have shown this 
session. I presume that 'since that article 
appeared in the "Courier," the Government 
have found it incumbent upon them to accept 
the advice of their organ and go in for some­
ihinr- desperate. If this Bill passes into law, 
J think the:~· will accomplish iust what their 
C'onscrvative organ thn "Couripr" desires the 
Gowrnment to do: that. is, that as many of 
thP bona. fide .Plccton of QuPensland as pos­
siPle shall bP disfranchised. I know vou will 
rule me out of ordrr. Mr. SneakP'r. if I 
refer to or quote from this leadPr at l<'ngth. 
but it Hnpeo.led to the Government to go in for 
s0mntbing desof'rah' so that they could save 
the hide of Liberalism when the next appeal 
is made to the countrv. As we an· know, 
that time will soon be ,',pan us. It seems to 
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<me that the Government got a terrible shock 
when they saw the large number of claims for 

enrolment which were put in at 
[7 p.m.] the court which sat in October. 

They recognised then that there 
were a large number of electors claiming en­
rolment, and that there are only about two 

. other bi-monthly courts to sit before the 
general election comes along, owing to the fact 
that the period for which this Parliament was 
elected will have expired; and that if this 
large number of persons claiming enrolment 
had their names placed on the annual rolls 
the Government party would be in a very 
risky position. The Government organ, the 
'· Brisbane Courier," recognised the position 
too, and in the leader I ha ye already referred 
to they pointed out that the Goyernmont 
were weak or lax; in fact, they referred to 
the Government as backboneless and spine­
less, and as having lost the confidence of their 
friends. and they said that the Government, 
even if they made a mistake, would gain the 
admiration of their friends a.nd probably the 
re8pect of their enemies if they went ahead 
and did things. They referred to the Govern­
ment as weakbacked, and pointed out that 
what thct· had to fear was not the foe without 
the party, but the weakbacked and nerveless 
men within. On the other hand, they pointed 
out that "a Go \'ornment which halts between 
two opinions, which gives assurances that were 
not trustworthy, which would rather betray a 
friend than refrain from endeavouring to ward 
off tho criticism of a foe, alienates its friends 
and is written down as fool bv the other side." 
The " Courier" further pointed out that pre­
vious Governments in Queensland had wrecked 
themselves because their assurances were 
found to be untrustworthy, and that it was 
well to remember that historv had a habit of 
repeating itself in politics as in other matters. 
Then, they made a demand upon the Govern­
ment that they should buttress the welfare 
of the State by giving attention to considera­
tions which had long been urgent. Why 
have they long been urgent? Is it because 
the associates of that paper, and the asso­
ciates of the Government for which that 
journal stands, have recognised that unless 
some ver:;- drastic measure dP:tling with elec­
toral mattns is introduced and passed this 
Parliament, the Liberal forces will go down 
with a dull. sickening thud at the next elec­
tion? The Government had got their com­
mand {rom their organ. their 9piritual and 
political adviser, and if the Government had 
not introduced this m(·asure, the:-' might want 
to know whv the Government had shown such 
a spineless,< boneless, jellyfish attitude. The 
Government have eYidentlv become seized 
with the fact that every dav they are losing 
ground in the country. losing tbc !'ood 
opinion of ev0n th<:>ir J,ibPral friends. and on 
t<Jp of that losing the Liberal ,hsoc!ation. 
Eo the Government camP to Parliament and 
practically- use thP machinery of Parliament 
to gain th<:>ir ends at the coming election. 
'T'h« Labour party ask for no favouritism in 
franchise' matters. All they ask for is an 
<'ven break with the Goveri:Jment. Give us 
that. and thP pre,C>nt Governmfmt will not bn 
sitting on the Treasury benches after th" 
next appeal to the people. Referring to the 
c'atement that occasionally mPn have vone to 
i.he nailing--booth on polling-day and claim<>d 
"' vote when they werp not considered entitled 
to have a vote. I admit that there may hRve 
been some casns of ihat kind. but the number 
has been infinitesimal. I remembN that 
during the election of 1899 I was assisting in 

a polling-booth when no less than three men 
came into tho booth and gave their numbers 
to tho presiding officer. Those three men 
were told that they were "dead." I can 
assure the House that those three indi­
viduals--

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Were alive . 
Mr. BARBER: Yes, and their remarks 

lively. (Laughter.) Those men were marked 
off as " dead." I admit that they got 
their votes, because the presiding oflicer had 
known them for a large number of years 
and "<1., not responsible for the marking of 
the roll. If hon. members opposite can 
quote one or two c:1ses where men have 
claimed votes when they were not en­
titled to do so, I can quote scores of 
instances in which persons who were legitl­
tnately on the roll and legitimately entitled 
to vote were ~efused a vote when they went 
to the polling-booth, although they had 
never shifted from the house in which they 
had lived for years. The only good feature 
and the only improvement in this measure 
is the provision which empower0 a constable 
to witness an electoral claim. That is <1 

very sensible provision. The Home Secre­
tary, the other day questioned very much 
the honesty and sin~enty of Mr. Ryland in 
filling up c,,,rtain claims. I would ask the 
hon. gentleman whs he has winked at the 
illegal manner in which hundreds and thou­
sands of electoral claims have been wit­
ne,sed and sent in during the past three 
or four years under tho nresent Act? As 
the law now stands a constable, unless he 
has lived in an electorate .a sufficient time 
to qualify as an elector, is. not supl?osed ~o 
witness a claim. Under th1s amendmg Btl! 
he will be able to do that. I should like 
the Home Secretary to explain wh:;- he nas 
winked at constables collecting and filling 
in claims, and getting other electors to wit­
ness the applicant's signatures, without see­
ing the claims signed. Will the hon. gentle­
man sav that he did not know this kind 
of thing' was going on? The whole thing was 
absolutelv and distinctlv illegal. During the 
past few" woeks the hon. gentleman has evi­
dently "tumbled" to the fact that it is illegal. 
At anv rate bv allowing a. constable to wit­
ness a< clai~ now, he has removed that ille­
gality. With regard to those certificates 
that were so much discus'.ed the other day, 
I doubt verv much whether there is a 
member of th'is House who either used that 
certificate or even saw it used. It has 
alwavs been taken for granted as a matter 
of practice that when a person has filled 
in a claim and the person who witnesses 
toe claim and signature reads the declara­
tion at the foot' of the claim, and after 
the claimant has taken his oath under the 
Oaths Act of 1867, then the onus as to the 
accuracY of that claim is thrown on the 
elaimant. It is just the same as a person 
filling in a claim and witnessing a signature 
on a claim for an old-age pension. I sup­
pose every member here has filled in a 
claim for an old-age pension. Can it be 
said with any degree of accuracy that the 
persons fillin,- in those claims were 
acquainted with the claimants for twelve 
mon+hs? There is no certificate required. 
In the same wav. justices of the peace have 
witnP,serl tche signatures of people and at­
tached their names to documente probably 
invoh-ing hundreds of thousands of pound'. 
Yet they make a lot of noisP about tl>e 
('('rtificotcs attached to the electoral cl~im. 
'YhY. there is not a mPmbcr of this (;ham­
her who h<ts ever used it. The accuracy for 

.Mr. Barber.] 
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what is m tlw claim surely rc "ts with the 
claimant. The serious nart of this Bi1l 
is that portion dealing \vith the pr"no·w:l 
new svstcm Df the bi-rnonthlv revision com·'. 
If the Home Secretary ~:low• d th" bi­
monthly co•uts to operate as tho.- no at the 
JHe·.ent time, I do nDt think ;rmch could 
have been said against that part of the 
Bill, because at the present bi--lJonthly eourt 
whor0 the rcf'istrar has htsen nchi ·"d that 
a person has claimed to get on a no thor rolL 
the court hos po\vor to f'rll!"l' that pc•rson'-; 
name from the rolL In the same way, if an 
elector dies during the two months ela!JS­
ing bPhYL'en th0 holdin.•.; of the u:Yision 
courts. th~ court ha' nov ·r to strik<' off 
th<:>ir nanws: but to give the court power to 
strike off th<:> names of peDnlc who have 
bPt'll ah--cr1 t for lwo 1nonf,hs ft·o•~1 the eJec·· 
tornto is giving the clPdoral r<:>gi,trar alto­
rrcthN too much !Jmvor. Suppoe<' I left 
Bundabcrg in Am;ust and ~arne to Brisbane 
to liYe, I would haye to wait here two 
months before I could daim to (\Pt on th8 
roll for the mctropolihn elf'ctoratc in which 
I Jiycd, and mv namo wonld be brought up 
at the' court hC'ld in Brish:tne in October. 
For the nt"d two months I would be prac­
tical!~- di,franchi· ed, hccauee my name could 
not !2'0 on tlw roll until two months after­
'" ards. A peculiar coincidf'twc about t-his 
Bill is this-at leao.t I will not call it a 
coincidence, because it seems to be a de­
liberate intent on tlw nart of the GoYern­
mcmt-this arnC'nning B-ill is introduced at 
this juncture and it will come into ope,ation 
first of all at thP bi-monthly court nc•"t 
February, and that will be the court to 
fix tho 'rolls to be used at the nr'<t State 
election. That is thP me-t iniauitous n:ut 
of it. If that proyision had been in'cor­
poratod in the Bill passed last session, one 
could not find so much fault v·ith it, b11t 
it must be natant to even-one that thjs 
matter has been introduced ·dolibe,·atcl:---. so 
that at th0 bi-monthlv court in February u 
number of nameq ~ill he struck off 'the 
ro1l anrl the:'-' will not haw an opportunity 
of g<:>tting on again before the general elec­
tion takes nlace. Yet han. members op. 
posite talk about the wide, Jihora 1 franchise. 
I hrtvf> been tw<'llty-five vears in Queensland, 
and I rem<:>mher the old davs when thev 
used to Bulcock the rolls. The,- had th'c 
old C'onscn-ativc Association then. After 
that it was the National Liberal A>··•ocia­
tion, and then it deYeloned into the Liberal 
Association; later it developed into the 
"Political Ass." Then. in the shape of the 
People's Progressive League, a new fungus 
growth arose. It was planted herE' hy Dr. 
Kinston and the party h" associated himself 
with on that side of the House, wher~ all 
the worst elements of Conservatism and 
Toryism were inextricably mixed up, and 
the:. dominated the man who was sup;,osed 
to bP such a strong man. But tho influence 
of the Tory pRrty on that side led him 
ndrift. ?\ow the last Liberal ALsociation 
is rload. This is nothim; else, in m;c 
O'linion, hut a delibf'rate intent on the part 
of the GoYornmcnt to rob the electors of 
Queensland ot the hi-monthlv conrt in Feb­
ruary. It will rob thousands, of <:>lectors who 
will have no my whatever in the election 
to take nlacc within six weE>ks of the hold­
ing of that court. Yet thPy talk about a 
wide. liberal franchisP! \Ve ~an quite under­
stand a man of the Bill S;;-hs brigade, who 
goes out at night with a mask on and with 
a Charles Peace face, carrying his dark 
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la.r1tern and •",tecl jcmtny in his hand-we· 
can quite understand a man of that kind 
trying to open windows and doors and rob­
lnng ho 1XjC's. But here '"e h~:.._vc a Govern­
ment, under the guise of the wide, liberal 
franchise. acting like a political Bill t;,,kes, 
and political!~ '•.andbagging the ulectors of 
Quoer:uland by erasing their names from the 
f'le<'toral roll. And thev call it a wide· 
franchise ! The whole thing is ridiculed by 
tho majority of tlw JWO!Jle outside. The 
Home Secretary will find that the people· 
arc not EO dense. They know what a 
measure of this kind means. Thev know 
that it is intended to rob them of thPir 
political birthright. \Vith regard to the 
postal vote, we will ha>'e a ret:Jrn of all 
the rrime', the indecenc1:, dishonest_,-, and' 
cnrruption that took nlacc when the nostal 
Yote v. as used Rome :v-e-ars aqo whc'n i't 'vas. 
in operation in this State. The crimes that 
took nlaee when the nostnl votcc was last 
'""d ,;.ere tho worst that ever took place in 
Q.uccnslrtnd, and are recorded in the pages 
of "Hancard." \Ye hE>ard the nostal vote 
denounced over and over again by men 
occup:'-'ing prominent nositiocts as police· 
magistrates, returning officers. pr<",idir-g offi­
cers, nnd men who had the re,ponsibi1itv of 
carrc·ing out the elections. ThPY denounced 
tho iniquitous postal vote in the strongest 
terms imacrinable. Evidently the TrC'amrer 
and his colleagu<:>, the: Horne Secretary, have· 
com-enionth- forgotten all the<.e incidents. 
I am certain that the postal vote·. as we 
knew it some y<:>ars ago, will be utili,ed in 
t~e same ('tJrrU!1t manner as it "?as used' 
then. I hm1e that before this Bill passes 
the H ornf' Secretary will see the <:>rror of his 
wa"" ann eee that he is not doing a fair 
+bing. The hon. g-entleman claims to be a 
fair-minded individual, ,mel is a.lwav" talk­
inC" about British fair play in that sonorous 
voice of his. 'Where is the British fair play 
in ro_b?ing n,umbers of electors of th<:>ir rights 
of c•tizenshm 9 If the hon. !!'f'ntleman is 
tho fair-minded individual hf' claims to be 
and if his sup!JDrters are fair-minded indi: 
viduals, thev will recognise thnt it wonlcl be 
a gross injustice an<:! a publie scandal if 
this Bill nasscs this House as introduced 
bv the Hom" Secretary. 

Mr. CAINE (Bowen): I listened with 
some interest to the speaker who has just 
rcsnmf'd his seat Fo1' my part I think the 
amendments in this Bill are verv desirable 

inasmuch ns they ":ill provid~· 
[7.30 p.m.] a purification of thP rolls, so 

that, as far as possible, we will 
obtain what we want-a true expression of 
the opinion of the electors. I listened to 
the deputy kader of the Opposition raisino­
a number of objections to this measure. w~ 
hear that member• of thP Expeditionary Force 
should have the opportunity of voting. I 
do not think that th0re is a•,v mnn on either 
Ride of the House who doec i10t desire to see 
the rig·hts of these loyal and brave men pro­
tected in every way we pe>ssihly ean, so far 
as their votes are C'Oncern<:>n, or in anv other 
way. But lot us. first of ·all, find a "rcnson­
ablo and practicable method of c:iving them 
the votee in an election which is so far off. 
I. for one, fail t0 sec how it is to be nrovi­
ded : but if a suggestion can be mad,,_ no· 
doubt there are manv n·0n on thi' side of the 
House who would 'be onh- too rcadv to 
welcome it. We hear so much said about 
these men, that we would natnrallv conclude 
that they are all our poEtical oppoi1Pnts. 
Ro far as I am con('erncd, it is a great 
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:regret to me that they are not to get their 
v_otes. I do not know that th0y are my poli­
twal opponents. So far as I know those who 
ha:ve come from my elcctorato, I find they 
are mainlv Liberals. But it does not matter 
what their politics are; if these people can 
be afforded a vote at the forthcomin,; elec­
tion, we want to see them have it. We are 
told that thi,. Bill is very original, and that 
on that account it is to be condemned. I 
fail to soc that that is a valid objection. 
Surely we are not to be condemned if we 
introduce legislation dealing with the elec­
toral laws which is ahead of that on the 
statute-books of anv other State·, and I con­
·tend, without hesitation, that the legisL,tion 
now introduced will J·rovide a finer set of 
electoral Ia ws than exists in any other State 
of A.ustralia. This Bii! is supposed to be 
absolutely bad, but when we eome to examine 
the objections to it, ·we realise that it is not 
too bad, but that it is bad because it is 
founded on an Act which is bv no means 
what certain hon. mf'mbers want. For my part, 
the Act us it stood was in the main ;;ood, 
but this amendment is going distinctly to 
improve it. Thi; Bill, of course, is against 
·democracy. Why? Because we are going 
to see that men shall not vote more than 
'{)nco, because we sav that the roll shall bo 
absolutely clean, that when 0lection time 
comes onlv those actuallv entitled to record 
their votes shall do so. ·That is the founda­
tion of tho charge levelled at this measure. 
Even the deputy leader of tho Opposition 
consider~ that there should be some safe­
guards, that not every one in this State 
should noc0ssarily have the right to vote. 
But at the same time we are told that the 
franchise ;, too limit0d. In one brnath we 
are told that those who have the rights of 
citizenship. that those who are bound by 
the laws of the StatG, should alwavs have 
the right to vote. What do these remarks 
mean? A man who lands here to-day or 
to-morrow can come along if an election is in 
progress and record his vote, because he hap­
pens to b0 subject to tho laws of thG State. 
Such a suggestion to my mind is absolutely 
ridiculous. I grant that there are difficulties 
with regard to the migratory population, but 
I do not see how we are to provide them 
with votes if thev move about fro.n place 
to place, and surely we arc not to allow them 
to have thPir names on t.he rolls of practic­
ally everv elf'ctorate in Queensland, making 
their choic0 as to which they shall vote for, 
and, if thev like. to vote more than once-to 
vote for as manv c•}e•ctoratGS a' thcv like? 
Wf' han• a provision which admits, I think 
rightly. th'lt a man shall be a reasonable time 
in the State, that he shall have bePn a rea­
sonable timP in the e1cctorate, bc,ause if he 
bas not, he will not have sufficient interest 
in the affairs of that electorate, and, to m:v 
·mind, the interests of a man in the politics 
of the Stat" are not his main interests. I 
think that as a rule a man's interests in an 
p]ectorate are greakr thnn his interests in 
the State !!PnPrallv. I do not sav that it 
shoul<l be so, but, ·to mv mind, it is so, and 
therefore 1t is <'S'<'ntial "that he should be a 
roason:1ble timE' in i.hot el<'ctornte. \Ve aro 
told that there arP difficulties in regard to 
enrolment. Of course, according to the 
denuh leader of the Oppogition, there would 
not ,bP anv need for enrolment. A man in 
Queensland would simply come and d,,mand 
his vote. Th~t. to my mind, is the height of 
nonsense, the hPight of folly, but, apparently. 
that is the argument, or the result of one of 
;the arguments I have heard from that hon. 

member. There mav be difficulties in regard 
to apnlications for" enrolment-informalities 
-but ·I cannot for one moment seriously 
imagine that that is going to debar people 
from getting on the roll, "nd if it is, 
the people who are most likely to have 
trouble are those on the Liberal side, be­
cause those on the Labour side .are too well 
educated up to these matters. I pay the 
Opposition that compliment. '\Ve find that 
this measure is going to make enrolment 
compulsory, so that one may say that diffi­
culties in that direction are going to be ob­
viated· that this party is so anxious to see 
evervb~dy enrolled th•~t if this House thinks 
fit they are going to make everybody enrol. 

Mr. BOWMAN: \Vhat about the qualifica­
tion? 

Mr. CAIKE: The qualification, to my 
mind, is good. The qu,~Iification ~hat hon. 
members on the other side want IS that a 
man can comP, say, from New South Wales, 
and go canecutting in the North and get on 
the roll there, and then, after g?ing away, 
if he chooses to como back agam, he can 
vote. 

Mr. BOW}!AK: Nobody wants that. 
1h. CAINE: Then, I take it, that the 

hon. member will support tho important pro­
vis'ons of this Bill. With regard to the ex­
punging of names from the roll, I say that 
this Bill is to be highly approved of, be­
cause if e arc going to re1nove from the 
roll names that ought not to be there, we are 
going to do go~ d. Of course, . we hear of 
difficulties r0gardmg transfers mamly._ Surely, 
if I leave an electorate and go mto an· 
other electorate, m;. name will be removed, 
but just as surelv as I make the proper 
move, my name ~viii be adde~ on to the 
other roll at the same t1me. We heard thr• 
deputv leader of the Opposition sa.\· some­
thing 'like this "Look at the case of a man 
who in Julv 'leaves one electorate." Tho 
hon. membe1· referred to the clmming up 
taking place . after that particula_r date. By 
November h1s name will certamly be re­
moved from that roll, and if at the next 
court he makr s application, by October he 
finds his name on the other roll. If an elec­
tion ta.ke' place in tho meantime. he has 
been one month in the preceding four in the 
electorate for which his n'Lnw is recorded. 
To mv mind it will be found, on looking 
into t~he mat~er, that ample provisions are 
made for .such cases. If not, by all moans 
let them be made, bccaus<' I. for one, want 
to see every pr'?tection afforded t? those 
who have th0 r1ght to :vote. Takmg the 
Bill as it st-ands, we .. av that we want to get 
cvervono who has the· right to vote on the 
roll. .. :B~nrolment is compulsory. But we cer­
tainlv want to got off the roll everyone who 
has not the right to vote. and the state ?f 
the rolls in tho past has been absolutely dJs· 
graodul. It ahv.Lys appPals to me that in 
justice to everyone we ~hould see that the 
names that should not be on the roll are 
removed. just as much as we should see that 
names which ought to be on the rolls are 
there. If we do not, we are reducing the 
value of the vote of tho man who is rightly 
on tlw roll. It does not neAd much con­
oideration to see that, nor does it require 
any argument. To my mind, the position 
must be alsolutelv like that of a business of 
anv kind. If people are allowed to be share­
hoiders and ha:ve a say in any particular 
undertaking who have not the right to be 
there, then they are taking a" ay from the 

Mr. Caine.] 
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value of the votes of those who are cor­
rectly amongst the number of shareholders. 
Certainly, we do not want to see men who 
have not the right to record their votes 
recording them. A great deal of difficulty 
is raised about asking a question of a voter. 
I know that if a great number of bon. mem­
bers had their v. ay we would regard these 
quc,tions as an insult, but does any honest 
man object to a question being asked when 
he is going to record his vote? Certainly 
not, beeau .e he kno'n the same safeguards 
will be applir-d to other people. But ap­
parently the position of han. members op­
posite is that no questions should be asked, 
or, at any rate, that you •hould simply ask 
a inan. ·' Ha • e vou the rizht to .-ote at 
this election?" · 

Mr. FOLEY: Do you think it is right to 
ask a m&n the date of his birth? 

::\!Ir. CAI::"iE: I certainly think it is desir­
able to have the information. If there is 
no record, let him say so, but I think most 
men are in a postion to furnish that, and 
surelv no man can take it as an insult that he 
is asl<ed a reasonable question. It seems to 
be that it is only a reasonable protection. 
\Ye arc told that this will lead to intimida­
tion. \Vhat harm can asking a man to sign 
his name on a protested vote do? We are 
told it is going to lead to open voting. If 
it docs in a fev; cases, a vcr.\'" ie\v cases, the 
good done will be greater than the harm. 
And all the votes that are put aside, and are 
found subsequently to be the votes of men 
who are entitled to vote, will, I take it, 
simply be grouped together, and nobody will 
be able to sav how any man has recorded 
his vote. We' want to "see also-to go fur­
ther into this Bill-that e.-ervone who has .a 
vote should record it. Surely, members on 
the other ,ide cannot be opposed to that ! 
It seems to me tha.t so far as their people are 
concerned they sec that compulsory voting 
is in force to-dav. And I do not ce.rc what 
side the electors are going to record their 
votes-we want to have an absolutelv true 
expre,oion of opinion. If it is against one 
side or the other, the sidP which laces should 
be prepared to take the burden. \Vhen one 
feels that the exprE'ssion 0f opinion which 
has been given is only the verdict of a 
limited number, even those who arf> SU0-

cessful cannot have the same satisfaction 
in obtaining it as if it be the majoritv of 
practically the whole number of the electors. 
As far as postal Yoting is concerned, I am 
glad to see what I regard as e neressary 
amendment is being made. The person 
recordin<; a postal vote can have a couple 
of electors to witness his vote. In the 
scattered districts it may be very difficult, 
where a person dc,,ir<JS to record a postal vote, 
to obtain th<> necessary witnesses as required 
at present. We are told that our action in 
supporting this Bill is unsportsmanlike, but 
I think that \Ve are in every 'vay sportsman­
like in what we are doing. \Ve are tryino­
to vet every name on the roll thRt shouH 
he there, and to see that evervone records 
their vote, bnt that llO per,ons may take upon 
themselves that privilr ge whPn they are not 
entitled, as we find so often they arc rradv 
to do. \Ve sav that the man who lands 
in QuPensland to-day shRII not ha.-e a vote 
to-morrow. o.nd not until a reasonable time 
has elapsed. Hon. members opposih say 
the ,,,arne thing, bnt thev differ in what the" 
regarrl >aFl "a reascmnble tirne." I C'Dntrnd 
that in th" Act a r0asona blc time is pro­
vir!ed. and the Bill will certainly do a great 

[J·fr. Caine, 

deal of g<Jod. We are told that it is very 
wrong t,; introduce lc·gislation of this kind 
at such a late hour. 

:Mr. FIHELLY: \Vhy didn't you think of ib 
last year? 

:\lr. CL\IXE: If that means that it should 
have been brought in sooner, I am with. 
hon. members opposite,. But when we are 
going to ask the people of Queensland .to 
again express their opinion, is h not d~s.u­
ablc that we should see that ewry facility 
is offered-to see that e.-ery name is on the 
roll in order that thcv should b,, enabled 
to ~eeord their votes fully and cornplete~y? 
There "ill be thus given a true C"<presswn 
of opinion, -a:~d that opinion. I am not 
afr:oid to say, will be entirely in favour of 
the Liberal party of Queeblancl. (Hear, 
hear!) 

::\Ir. GILLIES (Eacham): ln s!Jito of the 
pathetic apologies from th2 ot~Pr side, I 
;;nbmit that it would not be poss1hle to per­
form a more indecent act than to come 
along, in the dying hours o~ Parliament­
when the nation is engaged m mortal com­
bat and all political differPnre' should be 
sunk-to compel the members of thie Par­
liament tD discuss who shall and who shall 
not vote for the next Parliament. \Ve 
should be endeavouring to grapple with thi> 
question of the unemployed in Queensland, 
and making some cndeavonr to deal With 
the providing of foodstuff~, not ?nly for 
Queenslanders but for the people m Great 
Britain. \V e should be considermg the 
question of increasing tho yie~d of maize 
and wheat ant;\ other foodstuffs m tlus State 
to enable the' people who are. fighting. to 
carrv on the defence of th£ nabon. I thmk 
it is. a shame to come along with a proposaL 
of this kind to disfranchise a large number 
of the people. If the consciencA of the 
Go1 ernment had so affected them that the;,' 
decided to bring the franchise into C?" 
formity with the Commomvcalth franchise 
or e.-en with that of the other States. there 
would be some justification for it, but t_o 
disfranchise large numbers of the people 1~ 
nothino- for the Government to be proud of. 
\Vhat bare th.~ e·,sential ,differencE's between 
the two parties concerning the franchise of 
this State? It is not a question whether 
one nartv is in favour of roll-stuffing, 
plurai .-oting, or clean rolls; it is a quest!on, 
whether the whole of the neople arc gomg 
to elect the future Governments of this State 
or only a privileged few. Last session we 
passed an Act to disfranchise thoubands of 
people in this State. and now we are going 
to place further difficulties in the "·a:v of 
those peonle getting a vote. Last session 
we marie -it a most diffirult thing to get on 
the roll. and now we are going to bring in 
an amendment to strikP off a numbPr of 
those peonle who have suc0 ceded in getting 
on the roll. 

Mr. HoDGE: \Vhat nonsenP<' ! 
Mr. GILLIES: There is no nonsf'nse about 

it. The hon. member for 1\furrumba said it 
was most difficult for him to understand oul' 
contPntion-nature or his parents are re­
snonsihle for that-but I am prepared to, 
tak•, un th<:> challenge that he threw down 
end endeavour to explain how it is possible 
for a man to be removed from one roll 
,, ithout going on to another. It is quite 
common for· thP Tory mind to be void 
of imagination. The hon. member was under· 
thf' impression that whPn a man lE'ft one 
p]ectoratn he immediately WE'nt into another 
electorate and stayed there. He had no con-
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corn about the nomadic worker who moves 
about from place to place, but, as representing 
a farmi~1g .community, he knows very well that 
the maJonty of small farmers in Queensland 
could not possibly carry on without the no­
madic worker. The Government will not 
give him a vote although he is the most in­
disponsa ble man in this State, as the small 
farmer could not ~arry on without him. He 
has no say according to the electoral Ia w. 
A great number of farmers only employ 
casual labour for three or four weeks in 
busy seasons, or to help in urgent work. 
'I'his is the man whom the hon. member for 
Murrumba has no concern about, because he 
say:J that under this Bill it takes four months 
to remove a man from one roll, and during 
that time they would be qualified to go on 
another roll. Suppose a man who has lived 
in one electorate long enough to be enrolled 
and he goes into a.nother and works there 
a month, and then the farmer does not 
want his services any longer ahd he goes 
elsewhere lookmg for v.ork. In the mean­
time he is removed from the roll where he 
was enrolled, and he is not qu<tlified to get 
on another roll. The hon. member for Mur­
rumba denies the right of that man to have 
a vote, but he is an indispensable worker for 
thf' farmer. Being a Queenslander, there 
should be no power to strike him off one 
roll until he is put on another. There is 
no desire .by this party, or any other 
party, I thmk, to ask that a m<tn should 
be on more than one roll, or should have 
more th<tn one voto. But we do say that 
no man, after qualifying in Queensland, 
mther a~ a natiVe-born or naturalised subject, 
and bemg once put on a roll should be 
taken off that roll until he ' is put on 
another-unless, of course, he becomes 
a criminal, or a lunatic. I want to 
repeat that Queensland enjoys the distinction 
of havmg the most obsolete franchise of any 
State in the Commonwealth and so far as 
any man supporting the Go~crmnent is con­
cern~cl, there has been no attempt made to 
sahs!y the country or the' members of this 
House as to why this State should demand 
that anyone coming from the old country or 
from New South Wales or from Victona 
should live in this State for a whole year be­
fore he is qualified to get on the roll. In 
every other State six months is sufficient· in 
New South Wales only three. If a Que~m;­
lander . goes . to New South \Vales, he gets 
full mhzonsh1p rights after he has been there 
three months, and is allowed to have a say in 
the election of his lawmakers. If tho Govern­
ment had decided at this late hour that it 
was necet:<5-.<1ry to come into conformity v.rith 
the other States, or, as the hon. member for 
Keppel suggested, have a uniform franchise 
and a uniform roll which would prevent 
thonc.mds of people from being disfranchised, 
I could have understood it. 'rhere is no more 
fruitful 'ource of disfranchisement than the 
~WO·r.oll system. A good many people 
1magmc that when the policeman comes 
around to collect their names for a roll it 
is all right, and they take no more conc'ern 
about it until the election comes round when 
thev find that, instead of their name' being 
collected for the State roll, it was for tho 
Commonwealth roll, and they are disfranchised 
for tho State. If we had one common 
franchise and one common roll. it would not 
only save thol\sa:t;ds of pound~ in collecting 
names and prmtmg the rolls, and in the 
conduct of the elections, but it would prevent 
some thousands of worthy people from being 

disfranchised. The hon. member for Keppel 
pointed out that during the last three years 
no less than £500,000 wah spent in carrying 
out the electoral work of the Commonwealth 
and State. A great portion of that money 
could have been saved by a uniform elec­
toral system, a uniform electoral law. I think 
it is quite possible to have a common 
roll and a common franchise in this State to 
conform with the franchise of the other 
States and the Commonwealth. In 1912 we 
passed an Industrial Peace Act to prevent 
people going on strike, and we have always 
been told by the party opposite that the 
worker who has a vote has no right to go 
on strike. I agree with that doctrine. If 
the worker has a full say in electing his law­
makers there is very little reason for his 
gomg on strike, and there would be very few 
strikes. But after p<tssing the Industrial Peace 
Bill, the very next session they took away 
something which we are told our forefathers 
fought <tncl died for-that is, the right to vote. 
First of all, the Government took away the 
right to strike, and then the next important 
measure theY passed was to take away 
from a very large section of the workers 
the right to record thPir votes. I think 
any Government which attempts to put 
measures of that kind on the statute-book 
cannot possess the confidence of the people 
of the State, and that is probably what they 
realise when they are making further 
attempts to disfranchise a number of the 
people. We generally hear the party opposite 
claiming the right to be considered democrats. 
Quite recently I read a modern definition of 
"democrac,.." The modern definition is 
" Government of the people by the ra.ocals for 
the rich " and I think the party opposite 
have practieally endorsed that definition of 
c].~·mocracy when they claim to be democrats, 
as there is no doubt that they are not 
prepared at this juncture to trust the 
people. They arc afraid. to give the 
people an opportunity to say at the next 
P!ection who they will vote for. Hence 
the Bill before us to disfrimchise a large 
number of the ,., orkers of the State. The 
most objectionable feature of the Bill is 
the provision for a bi-monthly revision 
court-a court which will give an oppor­
tunity every two month to wipe names off 

the roll. The reg-istration and 
[8 p.m.] revision court of -Queensland is 

a cumbrous piece; of machinery, 
which docs not exiFt in New South Wales, 
and which is not found necec,sary under 
the Commonwealth law; vet this cumbrous 
piece of machinery is rro~·ng to be further 
strengthened in order to disqualify and 
disfranchise a largo numb01· of worthy men 
and women at the forthcoming election. The 
next provision that I object to is that which 
rNluces from seven months to four months 
the time during which a pN;on mav be away 
from his electorate before he is disqualified. 
During this period he must have resided at 
lca'•t one month in his electorate. The 
average length of the sugar season is about 
six months,. and the average length of 
the sht'ztring- season, or tlw time during which 
a shearer is away from his home, is about 
the same period, and it is sought to dis­
fran~hise those people by reducing- the time 
to four months. If a sugar-worker leaves 
the elcctorat.e where his V"ife and iamilv 
reside and goes away and finishes the seasod, 
it will not be possible for him to return in 
time to have his vote at the next election, 
and that is probably the main object in 

M-r. Gillie~.] 
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T<'ducino- the time from seven to foul" months. 
The m~ttPr of cornpulsoTy enrolment and 
compulsvrv votin'~ may be debatable. I 
have no objection' to compulsory enrolment, 
because a man is allowed a considerable 
time in which to get hi·, name on the Toll, 
but compul•·ory voting i.< an entirely different 
thing. Under the existing law a man has 
as much time as he likco to take to get on 
the roll. and under the Bill he will have 
two months to consider whether he will get 
his name on the roll, but when it comes to 
a question of voting, he will only have one 
dav to consider that. One of the doctrines 
of 'the Liberal party is found in their catch 
phrase, "Freedom of the subject." But it 
might be better described as "Limited 
anarchy.'' The thing they make a great pro­
fession about is the freedom of the British 
subject, and yet thf'y arc going to encroach 
on that freedom by compelling people to get 
their names on the roll, and then compelling 
them to Tccord their vote. I under·tand 
that the system of compulsoTy voting i" in 
operation in Belgium and some of the 
Swiss cantons. I believe that in Athens in 
the early days the lc·gislators used to send 
round the police armed with a rope covered 
with vermillion to drag people to the place 
of assembly in order that they should ex­
press their opinion on the questions unde:r 
consideration. In the Greek States, when 
a rebellion took place evuy able-bodied man 
w:ts compelled to take sides and fight; if he 
did not, he was ostracised: But that kind 
of thing hardly supports a proposal for com­
pulsory voting, especially when a largo num­
ber of people arc not given the privilege of 
enrolment. Another provision of the Bill 
makes it compuhory for local authorities to 
ac·,ist in the compilation of the rolls. The 
principal Act pTovides that the el<ectoral 
registTar shall have access to the list of rate­
payers and the lists of selectors and pastoral 
lessees. The local authoTities can onlv assist 
in the compilation of rolls as far as rate­
payers or landowners are concerned, as they 
have only a list of landownel"s, not a list of 
the residents in theiT districts. It is evident, 
therefore, that the Government aTe concerned 
only al5out the enrolment of landowners. In 
my opinion, the average Australian i' a 
clean sport >;nd likes fair play, no matter 
whether he 1s a supporteT of tho Laboul" 
party Ol" the Liberal pcnty, and I venture 
to say that th" aveTagc Qneonslander who 
has the privilege of recording his vote at 
the next election will enter a protest at 
the ballot-box against the disfranchisement 
of some thousands of his brother citizens. I 
believe that some of thosB who have been 
Libmal supporters in the past will enter 
their protC''t against the Liberal party bring­
ing in legislation of this kind. I am not 
going to say any more at the pTesent time. 
I have an idea that one or two amend­
ments mav be moved in the Bill when we 
go into Committee. Here i" an exhibit that 
I should like to see printed in " Hansard " 
if possible, as it is a vm-v important and 
interesting exhibit, and sho-uld be placed on 
Tecord for all time. It w:ts issued bv the 
Liberal party at the last Federal election, 
and reads as followe :-

"'Keep the flag flying, BeaT in mind 
the old saw-Lincoln's advice: 'Don't 
swap hor dCs crossing strea1n.' Show your 
approval of the earnest devotion and 
prompt lo:valty of the Cook .\dministra­
tion and vote solidlv fm the Liberal 
parb on September 5th." 

This is a document bearing the Union .Jack 
fil{r. Gillies. 

uoside down, thD ··uggestion being that thG 
Lahour party <ne not prepared to keep the 
Union .Jack flying. 

The· SPEAKER: Order! Will the hon. 
member show mD in what way his remarks 
are applicable to the question before the 
Hou-;r·? 

Mr. GILLIES: I am satisfied that the 
people o£ QueenJland who have the privile(l'e 
of voting at the next election-and they w!ll 
not he very numerous if the Liberal party 
have their way·~will show their contempt lor 
the party at present in power by Teco.rding 
their yote.s aga.inst them; that they >Vlll let 
the Government see that they will not be 
allo"·ed to trifle ''ith the right of the people 
to choose the-ir law-makers. Thev will show 
that they do not approve of taking the fran­
chise from shearers, sugar-\vorkers, miners, 
railway men, and men all over Queens­
land who have no fixed home, but ha,-e 
to move about in order to do their 
work of developing the country. The State 
ha-; spent £3,88R,051 in bringing immigrants 
from the old country to Queensland, and yet 
we do not allow them to apply for enrolment 
until they have lived here a whole yeal". lt 
will be foul" months aftel" that before they can 
rC'allv get their names on the roll; and. if 
thev "miss an election then, it is quite poe..,ible 
that they will be here four and a-half years 
before thev can vote at an election. I con­
tend that iio adult persons should be called 
upon to obey ·a law which the.v. havP no say 
in making, unless they arc criminals or luna­
tics. That is a principle which has hem 
acc2pted, and it is a good, sound democratic 
doctrine. 

Mr. PETRIE (1'oombul): Tho hon. mem­
ber who has just resume·d his seat spoke 
abont every man having British faiT play. 
The membero on this side of the House 
claim that evervone should haYe British fair 
play, but I cannot say that of memb<>rs oppo­
site. I wish to reply briefly to thP arguments 
advanced bv the hon. member for Bundabcrg, 
who sooke in heroics about things which hap­
pened y0nrs ago-about Bulcock!ng, and 
other things whic'h we know nothmg about 
now. I asked some questions in the House 
on the 4th November last with regaTd to 
certain proceedings at the electoral registl"a­
tion court of Bundaborg, onD of which was-

" If the evidence of Mr. GeoTge 
Rvland, a justice of the peaN•, who wit­
nessed some of the claims for enrolment, 
is of tlw nature as stated in the report, 
will steps be taken to have him removed 
from the list of justices of the peace for 
Queensland, and otherwise dealt with? " 

I also refPrred to the district organiser for 
the AustTalian ·workers' I.:nion. to Mr. G. 
P. Barber, member foT Bundaberg, and 
others. I sav that anv man who ha' been 
appointed a "justiee of "the peace, if he does 
the things mentioned in th:1t Teport should 
be removed from the commission of the 
peace for ever, no matter to "hich side of 
tho Hon'e he may belong. I have no "axe 
to grind" in the mattel" as far as the hon. 
member for Bundaberg, or any member on 
the other side of the House, is concerned, but 
I think I had very good cause fm asking 
those question• in the House. I did not ask 
them because I knew the Elections Bill was 
corning on. but because I knew tha.t if the 
things which were Teported were true, they 
should not haYe happened, and I trust that 
if on inquiry the Chief SecretaTy finds that 
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the statements are proved, he will remove 
all tho'" people from the commi,;ion of the 
peace. I cont.ond that this is a very good 
Bill. People are compcJlod nuder the Com­
monwealth electoral law to enrol, but what 
is the Ll:;(' of that if you do not compel them 
to vote: IY e had a ( ctw in Too woo mba 
where an old •ick lady was fined for not 
enrolling her nanw. but what was the good 
of fining lll'r when she could not be made 
to vote·': Tlw present Government arc doing 
the correct ching by introducing the postal 
vote, as it will give many people a chance 
to vote. I think hon. members opposite are 
afraid of this Bill-(Opposition laughter)­
but I believe that will be one of the best 
elections Bills that we han' ever had before 
Parlitmwnt. 

:'llr. GILDAY (Ithaca): In offering a few 
words on this very important question, I 
would lik<: to seck some informatior, from 
hon. gentlemen opposite as to the reason for 
the i:.trodu( tion of this Bill. The hon. mem­
ber for Toombul hco·, intimated that he be­
lievh in British fair play. Does the hon. 
gentleman think it a good thing that thou­
sands of nomadic workers of Queensland 
should be deprived of the right to exercise 
their franchise: It was bad enough in tho 
.Elections Acts Amendment Bill that v, as 
passed last year, but if this Bill is unfortu­
nate enough to become law, it will be very 
much harder for tho·se people to exercise 
their franchise. I do not think that anv 
hon. member could dispute the a··,sertion th,i't 
that is r<'all" the obj oct of this BilL Let us 
re.-iu\Y th<· whole thing from the time that 
the members of thi" Parliament were elected. 
In 1911 there was no mandatn asked for from 
the people that it was essential to have an 
altora.tion in ')Ur electoral laws. The pre­
sent Governrnent woro returned to po~iver on 
that occasion bv a ma ioritv of tw<cntv-four. 
'What ha-. transpired s;nce 'then to w"arrant 
the Government bringing two elections Bills 
~n two ~Tear.s '! I -v:ill Rhow the gorrym_ander­
mg that has been done to trv to disfranchise 
tho p<>oplo of Queen.·land fust to mve the 
political skins of the present Government. 
(HeaL heart) I defy any hon. gentleman 
opposit_; to rise from his place and say 
othcnvisr\. Tc; nw it is nothing else than 
c>orrupt practic '. It is a shame that such 
a corrupt prnctico should be introduced into 
politics in Queensland. '\Vhv cannot hon. 
gentlemen opposite be hone't and face the elec­
tors in an honest way and give every elec­
tor an op:Jortnnity of exercising his vote? 
In 1')13 \\'~ had a Federal election. The Go­
Yernm<'nt first w·ent to the countrv in 1912 
and obtained a majority of tv. enty-four. 
The re'"''n the~, obbined that majority was 
because of the big strike that took place in 
Brisbane. Our hon. friends opposite were 
cunning enough to bring on tho elections on 
the spur of the moment. The result was that 
where the strike took place the Labour 
party got a huge majority. (Hear. hear!) 
In the country, where the people did not 
know tho true particulars concerning the 
strik<'. the Liberal part~, got a majorit,,. 
Wh0n tho people had suffici<'nt time to re­
alis<> the true po-.ition, the Fodera! election 
came round, with the result that the Labour 
party got a majority of 24,000--that is, taking 
the popular vote of Queensland. There was 
a Bill brou!!ht in by the Government to 
amend the Elections Act the same vcar. 
Another Federal election took place which 
incr0ased the Labour majority to 44,000. 
That prompted the Government to do some-

thing else to disfranchise the peopl<', more 
particularly those who have to travel from 
one electorate to the other. The Queens­
land GoYernment have now made a gross 
attempt to preYent the people of QuN nshnd 
from doing the sam" thing that they did 
at the Federal elections. I am not a.fraid of 
their taetics, bccanse oYery retrogressive 
movoJ made by the Liberal party \vill haYe 
a tendency to uplift the Labour party, be­
canso the conscientious pe-ople who have al­
ways voted Liberal will vote J,abour in 
future when they see their Government 
stooping to such tactics as they are doing at 
the pr0sent time. There is not the· .. lightest 
doubt that it will cause a great split in 
tho Liberal vote in the near future. I do 
not think there is a party in Australia which 
has at:cmpted to gerrymander the electoral 
!a ws so much as this Government has done. 
If the Queensland Government had been re­
turned by a bare majority at the last elec­
tion, and something had been brought under 
their notic , which would justify an altera­
tion of the electoral la.ws, then no one 
would have said a \Yard against them for 
bringing forward an amendn,em of the Elec­
tions Act. I \\'auld take the same stand if 
the Labour party w0re over there and they 
did what the Liberal party are doing at the 
present time. Just fancy ! a party with a 
majority of twenty· four finding it necec.~ary 
to alter the eh·ctoral laws on two ocn-ions in 
three y<'ars. There was ab,olu, ely nothing in 
the Speech from the Throne about an 
a,iWilclmcnt in the dectoral la"ws, but owing 
to the Federal C'lC'ctions thov find it neces­
sary •o do something to prevent tho people 
from voting in Queensland. I bdiPVe that 
a largo number of those \Yho formerly voted 
Liberal would sooner do tr10 right thing 
than ·!ipport a Government that brought in 
a. measure with the obj,ct of mving their 
O\\'ll political skin::". I am going to show 
that the downfall of the Liberal Govern­
ment in '\Vestcrn Australia was caused 
through gerr_\manclering the electoral laws 
the sanlf' as this Govcrn:u1ent a.re trying to 
do in this Dill. 

Tho BPEAKER: Order ! I hope the hon. 
nwmbcr will di-.ouss the principles contained 
within the: £our corners of the Bill and make 
his second-reading spr·,'ch thereupon. I have 
allov,wl him considerable latitude, and hope 
he will confine his remarks to the question. 

Mr. GILDAY: I am opposed to the whole 
Bill. In 1908 the postal vote clauses were 
looked upon as absolutely the most corrupt 
that were over introduced in any measure. 
I was looking through " Hansard " to-day 
and I saw where the returning officer for 
Laidlcv condemned it, and it was also con­
demned by thP returning officers at Ips\\ ich, 
Sand!Yat<:>. Havenswood, \Varwick, and other 
places. 1 am not going to tah, up the time 
of the House by reading the extract from 
" Hansard." I only want to point out that 
in 1908 members of this House condemned 
the pootal vote. It has been condemned by 
Liberal supporters, and the Hon. Mr. Haw­
thorn has condPmned it in another place. 
'\V o also notice that during last year one hon. 
gentleman in another place r.aid that while 
thD Government officials were authorised to 
v-itncss certain votes it was not so bad, but 
now we find that the postal voting provi­
sions are worse than thev were when the 
postal voto was first initiated in this House. 
I am sorrv there are not sufficient members 
to votP the Bill out altogether, but I am 

Mr. Gilday.~ 
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certain that as soon as the Bill becomes law 
the people of Queensland will recognise the 
necchrty of puttmg this Government where 
they ~hould be for attempting to put a Bill 
of thrs kmd on the c;tatute-book. 

Lieut.-Colonel R!d~KIN: Kotwithstanding 
the remarks that have fallen from the lips 
of han. members opposite, there is in the 
nunds of most han. members on whichever 
side of. th_e Ho;:se they may b~, a very keen 
apprcCJatwn or the fact that the object of 
the Government in introducing this measure 
r; to ensure honest government and honest 
representation. (Hear, hear !) We must 
have an honest syctem of representation 
first, or we cannot have honest government. 
The han. member for Fortitude Vallev when 
speaking the other night, asked, coU'ld not 
the Government trust the people? That is 
e'l:actly what the Government propose to ao. 

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Lieut.-Colonel RA::-.!KE'i": We are going 
to trust the people, and we are not merely 
going to trust a section of the pev pie. We 
are going to trust the whole people, and, 
consequently, the Government have brought 
in a Bill sufficiently comprehensive to enable 
every man and woman v.ho is entitled to 
have a vote to record their votes. It is very 
different from tho attitude of t,he Labour 
Governments in other places. \Ve know, 
for instance, that the erv of the hon. member 

for Fortitude Valley of trusting 
{8.30 p.m.] the people has not been recog-

nised so very fully by Labour 
GovernmPnts in other places. We know the 
attitude of the Fedora] Labour party to· 
wards trusting the peoplP. We know that 
when it came to a question of enabling the 
people of the Commrmwcalth to record their 
votes. they shut out the one avenue that was 
open to a large number of electors of record­
ing tlwir votes, wiped out tho postal vote 
thereby disfranchising as they did some 73,000 
electors. \Vas that trusting the people'! By 
practically preventing those 73,000 persons, 
who, perchance, through no fault of their 
own, through sickne-s or ill-health, or 
through the hundred and one causes that 
might prevent the people from exercisino­
the franchise on that particular day, did 
they trust the people? I mbmit that they 
did not. But here the present Liberal Go­
vernment, recognising that we have a dutv 
to the people. and recogni,ing that tha:t 
duty lies in the direction of trusting tho 
people, are bringing in a Bill so comprehen­
sive that every man and woman who is en­
titled to have a vote shall have an oppor­
tunity of recording a vote. And now, for­
sooth ! we find that hon. members oppmito 
are charging us with not trusting the people. 
I fully exjwcted that whon this Bill was laid 
on th<' table it would be treated entirclv 
as a non-party m0asure. I could not, no'r 
can I see now, anvthing in the nature of 
party legislation in this Elections Acts 
Amendment Bill. Whv? Look at the prin. 
ciples of the J;lill it·,·"lf. Docs anybody :>Ug­

gest for or;e smgle moment that compulsory 
enrolment JS of a party nature? Is that class 
!egislation? Surely not. Surely it is just as 
nnportant for hon. members opposite as it is 
for us, as has ah·<>~nv been shown bv a 
Labour Government in "another place. They 
were the first. who introduced in Australia 
compulsory voting. Surelv that should be 
sufficiont to shov. t'hat. that at anv rate is 
entirely of a IJon-partv nature. ·Then we 
come to the next stag-e·. "\Ve come to what 

[.Mr. Gilday. 

I consider a most essential provision; that 
is, compulsory voting. Does an:; han. mem­
ber for one single moment contend that com­
pulsory voting is not of a non-party nature? 
It is just as important from the Labour or 
socialist point of view that everyone should 
record his vote ,as it is from the Liberal 
point of view. I regard compulsory voting 
from a different standpoint from han. mem­
bers opposite. I recognise that citizenship 
in a country where it carries certain privi­
leges also carrie'J with it certain duties, and 
I submit that as it is a privilege of the 
citizens of Queensland to exercise their 
votes in regard to the country's affairs, that 
it is a duty on them to exercise that right at 
the ballot-box. \Ve all dislike, perchance, the 
·word '· compulsory" usPd in that connection, 
but after all it is perfectly reasonable. We 
all know that compulsory military service 
was brought in by the Labour party in the 
Commonwealth, and that there was a groat 
outer:; about it. What was the obj oct of that 
compulsory military service? It was that 
we might be in a pooition to def<'nd these 
shoree from foes without. I contend 
that it is just as important that through 
compulsory voting we should be in a po_si­
tion to defend this State from any enemres 
from within a· by other moans we are able 
to defend it from foes without, and I sub­
mit that it is for that particular reason that 
we jealouslv guard our Elections Act, and 
see that onlv tho"' entitled to vote are 
allowed to exercise the franohisr;, are allowed 
to have that voice in tho government of the 
countrv, are allow2d to take that part, 
which· as citizens thev are entitled to take, 
in saving how they are going to be governed. 
I have bH'n somewh'lt amused in listening to 
tho han. member for Eacham in his speech 
of a few minutes ago. He referred to the 
pathetic apologiP' of hon. members oppo­
site. Does the han. member for one single 
moment suggest that there is a member ?n 
this side of the House who would apologrse 
for doing what was right, honourabl~, and 
jnst? I trow not. Instead of anologrsmg foy 
this Bill, I say we feel proud of this Bill. 

GovERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear. hear! 
The PREMIER: True democracy. 

Lieut.-Colonel RA::'>JKI~: True ·democracy, 
·as the Premier has said, in the highest sense 
of th<' term. I say that, instead of being here 
as apologists, we feel proud and pleased to 
be as;ociated with the Government who have 
seen the necessity of taking such steps that 
must lead later on to a more honest form of 
government. One of th~c great objections 
which the hon. member for Eacham had to 
tho introduction of the Bill was that it ''as 
brought in in the dying hours of the session. 

Mr. GILI.Ib: In tho dying hourc of Parlia­
ment. 

Lieut.-Colonel RA::'>JKIN: After all, it i, not 
a question whether it is the dying hours of a 
session or of a Parliament, so far as what I 
am going to say. I say that if a principle is 
at etakc. and if a wrong is to be righted, the 
time to rectify that wrong is thn ~ime when 
you have the opportunit.v-the e1.rhcst oppor­
tunity. And that is what we are g1ad to do. 
We are not concerned for one sing](, moment 
whether it is the dying ·hours of the session 
or the closing da:vs of the Parliament. \Vhat 
we are chieflc' concerned about is that every 
man and woman in this fair State who is 
entitlPd to exercise the franchise. not only 
shall have the opportunity of doing so, but 
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must do 60, so that we can have R clear 
expression of the people's will. (Hear, 
hear!) 

Mr. RYAN: vVe will get that in due course. 

. Lieut.-Colond RA="fKIN: We will get that 
m due course, and 1 look forward with feel­
ings of pleasure, with feelings of pride, to 
getting it, because we lw vo such a history 
behind us as will give such an earnest for 
the futuro that tho electors of Queensland 
will have no doubt whatever about returning 
us. (lic<tr, hear !) But our friends shiver 
and shake in their s'l10os. (Opposition dis­
sent.) They look forward to the coming 
of next year with a feeling of dread, 
because they know from that downfall which 
overtook them in the autumn of 1912, that 
there will be a still greater downfall in 
the autumn of 1915. (Hear, hear!) How­
ever, that is by the way. I sfiid just now that 
the principal object of this measure is to 
secure honest government, to secure an 
honest expression of the peopl<>'s will. I 
have referred to two provisions in the Bill­
first of all to compulsory registration, and 
secondly to compulsory voting. I have said 
that neither of thoso can be classed as a 
party principle in any "ay. X ow we come to 
the third principle~that is, thn postal vote~ 
the broadening of the postal vot0. \V 0 have 
been charged with narrowing down the fran­
chise, and with trying to prevent peop!G from 
voting. The simple amendment .ve propose 
to malw with regard to the postal vote will 
give an opportunity to hundreds of people 
to exercise the franchise who hitherto have 
not been able to do so. Then we come to 
another principle in the Bill, and that is a 
mor<' frequent revision. If hon. members 
opposite had that firm and sacred belief in 
truthfulness, in the puritv of the rolls, in 
honesty in electoral matters, they should have 
welcomed this more frPquent revision ; they 
should have received with open arms this 
proposal of the¥ Government to see that steps 
should be taken more frequently than has 
been the case in the past to secure a pure 
roll for all electors. But do we find that that 
is so? Do we find this great reform that is 
going to give us a purer roll in the future 
than in the past, that is going to enable us 
to have removed tho,e names th<tt have no 
right to bfl placed on the roll, and to place 
on the rolls those names which should be 
there? Do we find that that reform has been 
received with open arms by our friends 
oppooite' Instead, we find them holding up 
their hands in holy horror against wmething 
that is going to effect their politicfil death. 
If their political existence is hanging bv such 
a weak thread, then it docs not sho\~ that 
the,t' have in any sense the people of the State 
behind them. After all, what is there to be 
afraid of? A good ·deal of nonsense has been 
t<tlked with regard to this :Bill. We hear 
that it i·> po,sible to take a man off th<· roll 
in two months, and that we cannot put h' 
on within four or six months. vVhat are the 
facts of the case? You cannot take a man 
off in two months, and hon. members oppo­
site know that. 

Mr. :\fcCOR:I!ACK: They can take him off 
in throe. 

Lieut.-Colonel RANKIN: What is tho use 
of the hon. member saying that they can 
take him off in throe? 

Mr. McCORMACK : CH course, they can. 

Lieut.-Colonel RANKIN: I submit you 
have not read the Bill; have another look 
at it. I am to somG extent disappointed 
with our friends opposite. We had an hon. 
member who used to sit in this House, who 
belonged to the party with which my friend 
is aswciated, and who, in giving evidence 
the other day in Bundabcrg, said that he 
knew nothing at all about the Elections Act, 
or words practically to that effect. H0 was 
like an hon. member opposite, who shows 
perfectly clearly that he, at all events, does 
not know the contents of thrs Brll. Any­
one who savs that a man oon be taken off in 
three months has not read the Bill; or, 
at all events, hac. not understood the Bill. 
\1 hat is the procedure? A man, first of <til, 
must be absent from his ele~toratc for two 
months before anything can be done. 

lllr. RYAN: Ko. 

Lieut.-Colonel RAXKIK: I do not think 
it is of any use for me to try and answer 
intorj ections, because they are. made _,wrthout 
any degree of accuracy. I wrll conlme my­
self to explaining the Bill as it rs, not 
neceE'-arily for the benefit of hon. '!lembers 
opposite, but for those people outsrde who 
may road my remarks, Before you can do 
anything a man has to be two months absent 
from his electorate. Then notice has to be 
given to the first revision court thereafter 
that the man has been away for two months. 
The man's name is advertised, and notice 
is served upon him stating that objection 
has been made to his claim. Pi o further 
action can be taken for an additional two 
months. It is at the next bi-monthly court 
that final action is taken to remove the 
man's name. Secihg that two months must 
elapse between each court, you will readily 
perceive that it is impossible to take a man's 
name off within three months. On th0 other 
hand if a man leaves an electorate, as soon 
as h~ has resided for two months in which­
ever electorate he goes to live h~ must com­
pulsorily register himself under the Bill, 
and then two months afterwards, at the next 
revision court, his name is confirmed on the 
roll of that electorate: consequently. it i~ 
merdy after all a transfer. (Opposition dis­
sent.) That is the intention of the Bill it­
self. \Yhat is the use of arguing ag·ainst 
actual facts, against the contents of . the 
Bill ihelf '! There_• ar(' some other thmgs 
troublimr hon. members opposite in this con­
nection;' and I nv without fear or hesitation, 
and quite irrespective of interjections or 
remarks from the opposit" side. that cer­
tain doings have tak,,n place with regard 
to the ro!ls in Queensland, emanating from 
0missariw; of the party to which hon, mem­
h0rs opposite belong, that have not he en 
honest, have not been true, or in accor·dance 
with the Elections Act, and the time is ripe~ 
is rotten ripe~when -orne steps should be 
taken to secure purer rolls and more honest 
representation, which can only be obtained 
through securing, in the firet instance, that 
onlv tbosP p0ople who an' cntitl('d to go upon 
the' roll shall be unon the roll. It is just 
as mnch an act of 'rJi,honesty for a man to 
record a vote to which he is not entitled' 
a·' it i", for a man to put his hand in another 
man's nockct and rob him. H" is takinf!' 
· ometh(ng th: t does not belong to him, end 
that i' the ern'< of the whole situation. \Yo 
find that in Queensland there has beE>n a 
tPndf'ncv for organisers heion~ing to the­
party t; which our friends opposite belong 

Lieut,-Colonel Rankin.] 
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to rtump the country and put names on 
thf' roll without <1ny reference at all to the 
·question of whether they are entitled to do 
it or not. I have ample evidenc'l of that. 

:\ir. GILLIES: I say that is a lie. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! Do I under­
stand the han. member for Eacham to say 
that it is a lie? 

Mr. GILLIES: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER : The hon. member must 
withdraw that remark. 

Mr. GILLIES: In ·deference to you, Mr. 
Speaker, I withdraw it. 

l\1r. RYAN: Some pople arc careless of 
the truth. 

Lieut.-Colonel RANKIN: Some people 
are decidedlv careleos of the truth, and a 
great many "of them are situated on the 
same side as the hon. member. \Yhen I 
say that men have been put on the roll 
who are not entitled to be put on the 
roll by the repr<',entatives of the body 
to which han. members opposite' belong, 
I am making a otatement which is .abso­
lutelv in accordance with fact. I am 
not here to make a sta.tcment without being 
in a position to prove it. In my own elec­
torate I saw claims myself the other day 
that were sent in, in which the residence was 
given at a certain place. I made perso!lal 
inquiries and found that such people had 
never resided there. Thev were absolutely 
unknown in the neighbourhood. And yet 
those forms were witnessed bv well-known 
adherents of the partv to which "han. members 
belong. Are we going to listen to this in­
tolerable nonsense without raising our voice 
in prok•'t against it? (Hear, hear!) When 
we come to the qnPstion of rollstuffing-a 
tArm used quite glibly by hon. members 
opposite-they are the very men who go in 
for rollstuffing. 

GovER:>-;~!ENT JI.1E1IBERS: Hear, hear! and 
Opposition disse.1t. 

Lieut.-Colonel RANKIN: It 1s well 
known that the whole of this outcry, this 
noise, and this bitterness against tho Bill is 
because thev see that "the axe is laid to the 
root of the' tree " so far as rollstuffing is 
concerned. Thev see perfectly well that we 
have now recognised that we have a duty 
to the State to perform, and our duty is 
going to be performed whatever the conse­
quences may be. I could give instance' 
innumerable of similar tactics. I could giv<' 
instances of m<>n sitting in the streets on 
Saturday night filling up claims by the 
dozen of men who probably had only arrived 
an hour or two before and of whom nothing 
at all was known. The3e claims were tmshed 
in by thr· dozen. \Vhy, the thing became 
so putrid and so corrupt that the people 
themselves demand.ed something should be 
done, and the Government are doing ;t, and 
they are going the right way to ensure that 
in the future only those people who are 
entitled to vote arc going to vote ; only 
those people who are entitled to have their 
names on the roll are going to have their 
names on the roll. As to the qualification, 
that is not a matter for me to discuss. These 
·qualifications were accepted before. Han. 
members opposite say that a man should 
not bo so long as twelve months in Queens­
land before he is entitled to a vote. That is 
-a matter of opinion, but it is not my opinion. 

[Lieut.-Colonel Rankin. 

People elsewhere think they should bo longer 
in a country before they can have a y.ote. 
People in America think they should be 
three ,.ears in the country before they have 
a vote: But it is only necessary in the eyes 
of •·orne people that they shou)d be S? many 
hours in a countrv before bemg entitled to 
have a vote. Th;,se of us who have done 
something to build up this coun~ry-(Oppo­
sition laughter)-those of us who, m the past, 
have helped to make Queensland what it is, 
arc going to make su:e that befo_re. a rr:an 
is able to interfere with Uw adnnmstratwn 
of the countrv' s affairs . he, at all events, 
shall hav<' sho;vn his bona fides by re.oiding 
here for twelve months. After that he can 
enter into the full rights of citizenship. 
But until then we have every reason and 
every right on our side when we say, "vl7_ait 
till we see whether they are a passmg 
stranger-perhaps 'a ship passing i;> the 
night '-or whether th()Y. are really. gomg t.~ 
remain here and be citizens of this State, 
bocaus<' after all, grave issues may be at 
stake. 'I said a few minutes ago that just 
a3 vve had compulsory service in our army 
that we might defend ounelves from foes 
without, so I say again we are going to have 
compulsory le~·islation and compuls?ry vot­
ing that , we may protect our fau State 
from enemips within, because there are such 
enemies and we know it. (Hear, hear!) It 
is poc,3ible that the dishonest exercise of 
the franchise by one individual might bring 
,;uch a calamity upon this country as waul? 
-:t:nd it bark for 1nany years, because It 
might result in such a terrible ca~astrophe as 
putting a Labour Gov0rnment mto power. 
1 s:1 v we arc not going to allow such a 
calamitv "' that to happen, and the people 
of Queensland are not going to allow it to 
happen. 
GOVERN~IE~T J\.lEMBERS: Hear, hear! and 

Opposition dissent. 

Lieut.-Colonel RA~KIN: So I say we 
must be~rin at the very beginning, and the 
onlv wa; to be,,in at the beginning is to 
cerurc, first of ~!!, that those people who 
get their names upon the roll are entitled 
to get their names upon the roll; that those 
people who arc going to exercise the rights 
Lnd privi!Pgrs of citizenship by voting for 
the Government of the country shall be en­
titled to do so. \V e are going to still furthm: 
recognis" that as our citizenship in Queens­
land carries with it privileges, so it also 
carries with it responsibilities and duties. 
And we are not going to allow the people 
to shirk their responsibilities, or to prove 
unresponsive to their duty, and we are 
going to make them record their votes. 
~J uch has been said by one or two spcaker:J 
about what now is ancient history-the ques­
tion of the property vote. \Vhy that has 
been drawn into this discuosion I Pannot 
imagine. There is nothin,s in the Bill_ re­
lating to tho property vote; but there IS a 
great deal to be said in favour of the pro­
perty vote as ,,.e find it on tho statute-b?ok 
of this State. \V e have heard a great deal 
from hon. members opposite against the 
property vote, and it. is common knowledge 
that. one of the fir.'t people in Queensland 
to make use of tho property vote was a well­
known Labour man; and they cannot deny 
it. \Vhile thev, with one voice, sing this 
rrreat chorus against this provision, they are 
~ot above making us0 of it wh,cp it sui~s 
their end and their purpose. That IS 

characteristic of the Labour party all the 
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time and all the way. I think we should 
make some reference to what has taken place 
in the other States with regard to roll­
stuffing, but I do not think, for the purpose 
o£ convincing my audienc·e, that it is neces­
sary to go far in that direction. \Y '-' know 
perf<' .. :tly well the roeord they have put up 
in \Vestern Australia; we know perfectly 
well how, in other directions the same pJ·in­
ciples have b~0n activelv pr;tctised until we 
fi11d it has becomC' notorious in the minds 
an~ eyes of the public at the present time. 
Bnef!y put, what v.c seek to accompli.,h in 
this measure is, as I have stated, first of all, 
t~at we shall have a roll a, n0ar as pos­
o!blP pure; secondly, that we shall ensure 
that those people who arc entitled to the 
franchise shall respond to the call and use 
their votes; thirdly. that so far a·J possible 
every avenue at our disposal which will 
enable those entitled to it to record their 
vote on polling-day, whether th0v are sick 
or blind, or lame, or other·wiso-e\~crv mean~ 
are. provided and evc:;ry avenue is 'opened, 
whde members opposite wish to close the 
door on those unfortunate enc,ugh to be 
unable to go to the poll. We find the 
Libc•ral Government desiring to place coun­
tr:; before party interests ; and, recognising 
thPir duty to the State and to the countrv 
th<'?' have intr.oduced this comprehensive BilJ: 
whiCh I submit reflects the greatest credit on 
the Government, and which I as a member 
sitting behind the Governm~nt have the 
greatest pleasure in supporting. ' 

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, bear! 

Mr. McCORMA9K (Cairns): It is easily 
seen where ~h1s Bill has its origination. It 
1s the first tim<' the Bill has been explained 
to the House, ,and it is quite plain now where 
the pressure has come from which forced the 
Premier to depart from the opinions he ex­
pressed a few months a,go in this Chamber 
and introduce such a Bill as an alteration i,; 
our electoral law at this late hour of the 
£8ssion, and at the end of this Parlia,ment. 
In listening to the hon. member who has just 
resumed his seat, one would think tha,t the 
Labour party had been in power all these 
years. Government members one a.fter 
another have got up and talked oi the dis­
honest practices and corruptions, while during 
.the whole t1me hon. members opposite ha,ve 
occupied the Treasury benches. The "con­
tinuous Governm<mt," with a, change of 
leaders-with the exception of a, few years 
when Mr. :Morgan was Premier-of Queens­
land have occupied the Treasury benches 
and if anyone has benefited by corruption it 
is the Liberal party. All the elections have 
been held under the old Act, and the result 
has been a majority for the Liberal pa,rty. 
The Liberal party have won under corrupt 
methods, and I am surprised that member 
<1fter member on the other side stands up and 
repeats the arguments as repeated by the 
hon. member for Burrum-that the Elections 
Act allowed corruption-that voters adopted 
corrupt tactics, 'A'hm1 the result was a majority 
of twenty members for the Liberal party. I 
leave that to Libera,] members. They have 
the benefit of tho corrupt practices, and to­
dac' we find that, not satisfied with those 
corrupt. practices, they have introduced an 
amending Bill which has for its object the 

-disfranchisement of a larp:e num­
[9 p.m.] ber of electors. It has been stated 

by the hon. member for Burrum 
and other hon. members tha,t that is not the 

intention-that in making it compulPory for 
an elector on leaving an electorate for two 
months to have his name struck off the roll, 
he will bo as competent to vote as he would 
under the original Act. That is not so. 
Seot10n 14 of t\10 Consolidated Acts provides 
that the Electoral Registrar, after inquiry of 
the r<esidents of the district, and inspection 
of the rate-books, lists of selectors and pas­
toral tenants. and other documents, shall 
place the word " left " against the name o£ 
any person whose qualification is residence, 
and who he h<1s reason to believe has loft the 
district, and the word "di•qualified" against 
the name of every person who he has reason 
to believe is disqualified. That provision 
still remains in the Consolidated Act, and 
nothing the hon. member for Bun·um may 
'ay cfin convince me that the Electoral 
Registrar has not to perform that duty. 
With regard to clause 9 of this amending 
Bill, it is stated that an elector leaving the 
dist-ict £or two months may apply to become 
enroll<'d for the electoral district to which he, 
ha.s removed, and rna<' have his nam<:> in­
S<erted on that roll inside of three months. 
That is not true, and the hon. member knows 
it is not true. As a matter of fact, as soon 
as an elector has been two months out o£ the 
electorate, the Electoral Registrar will place 
huide his name the word "left," a ·list of 
penvns whe> have left or who are otherwise 
disqualified will be publish<:>d and submitted 
to the hi -monthly court for revision, and that 
court will be held four months after he has 
been in the new electorate, but the elector 
will not be entitled to vote then, beea,use the 
application will have to be confirmed by the· 
next hi-monthly court, which will sit two· 
months later. The fact that his name re­
mains on the origina,l roll does not entitle 
him to vote, beca,use immediately the Elec­
toral Registrar of that district notifies him 
tha,t he is no longer qualified by reason of 
the fact that he has been two months absent 
from the electorate the revision court for 
that district will strike his na,me off the roll, 
so that the man will be at least two months 
without a vote, and in some instances prob­
ably four months. The other night the Home 
Secretary distinctly stated, in reply to an· 
interjection from me, that that was the diffi­
culty-that there was 'a period when a,n· 
elector leaving one electorate and qualifying' 
for another electorate would be without the 
franchise. The Bill makes no provision for 
that period, and the hon. member for Bur­
rum, who says that the alteration is equal to 
a transfer, knows nothing about the matter. 
If that was so, why does not the Bill make 
,arrangement for a, transfer in the same wa,v 
as the Federal law provides for a transfer 
from one. subdivision to another? The hon. 
member cannot answer that question. The 
nqult o£ passing this measure will be that 
numerous electors who are shifting from one 
electorate to .a,nother will be disfranchised on 
the eve of a general election through no fault 
of their own. I ask why ca.nnot the Govern­
ment provide for a transfer, so that tbe 
elector may remain on the original roll until 
such time as he is qualified to have his name 
plac&d on the new roll? Surely a man leav­
ing, cay. the Alb<:>rt electorate and g:oiPg into 
the Logan elPdorate, should. ,after two 
months' absence, be able to transf<'r his vote 
to the Logan electorate. 

The HOME SECRETARY: That is what the· 
measure provide~. 

Mr. McCormack.] 
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-"'lr. _:\1cCORMACK: The measure does not 
provide that. 

The Ho~IE SECRETARY: That is where we 
differ. 

Mr. McCORMACK : The hon. gentleman 
knows quite well that it does not provide 
for that. Immediatelv the elector in the 
hypothetical case I ha\·e mentioned becomes 
disqualified for the Albert electorate, he 
will have to make application for enrolment 
in the Logan elet to rate. The application 
will come before the revision court, and, 
probably. be approved, but the applicant 
will not be entitled to vot'e until another 
two months base elapsed and hie name has 
been placed on the electoral roll for Logan. 

The Hmm SECRETARY: That is so, but he 
will vote on the old rolL 

Mr. McCORMACK : That is not so. Sub­
section (4) of clause 9 says-

,, At the sittings of the lastmentioned 
court-'' 

That is the first bi-monthly court when the 
elector is struck off the roll-

'· the ch;1irrn:m of the court shall write 
the word ' left ' or ' disqualified,' as the 
fact appears, against the name on the 
electoral roll of every elector whose 
name appears in such list, and \vith re­
spect to whom such entry in the said list 
appears to bB correct." 

The I-Io:uE SECRETAHY: Yes. but that is not 
confirmed until the next court. 

:Mr. McCORMACK: There is nothing 
about confirmation in the clause. On the 
contrary, it says--

" Thereupon the name of such elector 
shall be deemed to be expunged from 
such roll." 

That is plain enough. As a matter of. fact, 
the elector in such a case is entitled to vote 
for two months after he lea ,-es his original 
electorate, but he ha~ to put in another two 
months before he is qualified to vote as an 
elector on the new electoral rolL There is 
no doubt about that. In spite of what the 
han. member for Burrum has said there are 
t\vo months in which an elector \~ill not be 
on any roll ; he will merely be a qualified 
person making application to get on the new 
roll. Anyhow, it is usele,s for me to waste 
time in arguing the matter. ·I understand 
that the motive of the Bill is to have a 
second revision court in the year that will 
strike off name· on the eve of an election 
The han. gentleman who ha.s just sat dow~ 
gave tho whole show away. No doubt, 
some of the Ministers on the front bench 
are not in favour of this Bill because they 
know it is u_nfair; bl!t the 'corner party, 
who are _afraid of. thmr seats, are forcing 
the Premier and his colleagues to introduce 
this alteration of the Elections Act right 
on the eve of an election. The Premier in 
speaking on the second reading of 'the 
Eledions Bill last yE'ar, said that electoral 
reform was a matter that should be coolly 
and calmly discussed, not on the eve of an 
elPction, nor when members had just re­
turned from the country but in the middle 
session of Parliament. \Vhat does he do 
to-day? Right on the evP of an election he 
introduces an amending Election< Bill, which 
has for its object the striking off of names 
at the bi-monthlv revision court. It is re­
markable to hear' the han. member for Bur­
rum compare compulsorv voting with com­
pulsory military training. Everyone should 

[111r. lvfcCormack. 

be on the roll, and there would be oome sense 
in comparing compulsory enrolment with com­
pulsorJ military training; but to compel a 
man to vote for either one or the other of two 
-;mndida~e~ with whon_1 he _ does not agree, 
IS an mterferonce w1th liberty. I cannot 
under"tand the Premier saying it is democ­
racy .. In conne9tion with military training 
that IS for sernce, for def~ncc and not for 
offenrn. There ar0 nun1erou..::. things in the 
Defence Act which the hon. member for 
Burrum did not mention. _In compulsory 
;·otmg the voter lias no optwn. Thoro are 
a number of electors in the countrv who do 
not agree with either of the two jJarties in 
politics in Australia to-day. Party Govern­
ment has got t_o that stage th~t it is going to 
force men of mdependent mmds to vote for 
one candid,Lte or the other, whether thev 
like it or not. \V c have an alleged Liberal 
Government introducing this democratic idea. 
Just imagine people who disagree with both 
candiclat<"" being forced to go to the poll and 
record a vote for one or other of those 
candidate, ! Democracv has to take a back 
seat to party. Party is the main thing, and 
the only thing now. and the people have no 
say at all. The idea of compulsory· voting 
being democratic-the Premier may have his 
own opinion of that. It is interference with 
liberty. Why should a man be compelled 
to go to the poll and vote for a partv he 
does not believe in, and fine him if he "does 
not vote. I would like tho Secretary for 
Public Instruction to tell us, in his eloquent 
style, if he believes in compulsory voting. 

The SECHETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION: 
Yes. 

:Yir. ::YlcCORMACK: Do you believe that 
a person should be compelled to vote for 
one party or the other? 

The SECHETAHY FOH PUBLIC INSTRUCTION: 
No. He can make his vote informal if he 
does not want to vote. 

Mr. McCORMACK: Is it a fair thing to 
drag a man 6 or 8 miles to the polling­
booth and compel him to vote without pro­
viding him with the moans to travel? I am 
sure the Secreta,.,; for Public Instruction 
?oes not believe i'n compulsory voting. It 
IS the corner party, who want to retain 
their seats at any price, who believe in it. 
I will gi.-o the Premier's opinion of com­
pulsory voting. Last year, in speaking on 
the Elections Act Amendment Bill, he said--

" The han. member asked v.-hv we did 
not go in fol' compulsory enrolment. 
\Vel!, that matter had consideration. 
The natural corollary of compulsory 
enrolment is compul,sory voting." 

So it was considered last year-
" The PHEMIEH: I say it is a fair 

corollary. \Vith compelment to enrol. 
there should be· compulsory voting, and 
tho only way of compelling the vote 
would be to give wh<It I should be very 
unwilling to give, and that is absolutely 
unrestricted opportunity to vote by 
means of the post. That would be un­
desirable, and, unless we give that, we 
cannot have compulsory voting, because 
if you are going to compel a man to 
vote, he would claim travelling facilities 
for recording his vote, and inasmuch as 
the compelment of compulsory enrolment 
cannot be assured. that has not been 
embodied in the BilL" 

That is the Premier's opinion of compulsory 
voting. Surely he has not changed hip 
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opinion since 1913. If so, what has brought 
.about his change of opinion? I thil).k he has 
been sandbag;2:ed. Anyone listening to the hon. 
member for Burrum could see that he and hrs 
party want the Bill. Surely the Premier, in 
admitting compulsory voting, would rwt 
allow the unrestricted use of the postal vote. 
\Vould he not provide means to get th~ 
elector to the polling-booth and pay him 
too! The Defence Force compels people to 
tr"in, and it provides payment for them, 
too, although the han. membcer for Burrum 
did not mention that. This Bill provide" 
for compul•-ory voting, but it does not pro­
vide facilities for an elector to get to the 
polling-booth who will have to scratch out 
one of two names when he probably dis­
agrees with both. This Bill, in my opinion, 
will disfranchise a number of electors. 
There is no doubt that the Government 
have admitted that they are determined 
to disfranchise the nomadic workers. If 
that is their policy, and they admit it, 
we know where we· are. \Vhv hide behind 
subterfuges? They say they w'ant honc,ty in 
their ek··toral la'.\'S, but what is the use of 
t-elling us that when the Home Secretary 
told us openly that he does not believe i11 
the nomadic workers having a vote. 

The HOME SECRETARY: I did not say that. 
Mr. :!\lcCOR:iii:ACK: The representative 

of the Government in the Uppc•r House said 
it, and the Home Secretary also said it in 
this House. 

The Ho:im SECRETARY: No. 

)lr. McCORMACK: You -.aid they were 
not entitled to a vote if they left their last 
place of residence. How can the nomadic 
worker say how long he will be at any 
place'! That is a matter for his employer 
to say. If he suits the employer, he might 
stop throe days, thr0e months. or thre.c 
years. If the boss allows him to stay, 
and it is a good job, he will stop three 
years. Those arc the men whom the Bon. 
Mr. Barlow called loafers, and he• said 
it was the polim of the Government not to 
give those peop.le a vote. He was honest 
no doubt, because he does not dencnd for 
his position on the electoral vot; of the 
people of Queensland. But the pr<J·-en': 
Government are adopting the same tactic•·. 
They are doing just what they set out to 
do. They are afraid that there is goin_c. 
to be a change of political feeling in Queens· 
land. There can be no other argument ad­
vanced for an alteration in our electoral 
law. There have been two Federal elections 
recentlv. The first brought along an amend­
ing Elections Bill; the next, which was a 
bigger surprise than the first, because it 
was held under the auspices of their own 
party and the " clean " rolls, brought along 
another Elections Bill. What can anybodv 
outside make of it? What can we mak·c 
.,f it? This Government were elected under 
the old Act, and if the old Act allowed so 
much corruption, and the Labour party were 
the only people that used corruption, why 
are we not over there? 

Mr. ARCHER: Perhaps it kept you out. 

Mr. McCORMACK: It did not keep the 
hon. member out. He even had not the 
right to vote for t.he State. He did not 
have the right of most of the citizens of 
Queensland when he became a member of 
t~is House. That is just one good illustra­
tion, and surely the hon. member is in 
Queensland with the intention of living 
here, and if so, how was he left off the 

electoral roll? Surely it shows anyhow that 
we should have made a provision that no­
body who is not an elector should be allowed 
in this House ! The p1·esent Government, 
no doubt, arc trying to sa vo their skins, and 
they are adopting practices which I am sorry 
to see the present l'remier do-.cend to. I 
had hop.•d that when he made that state­
ment about thfl middle seF,ion being the 
proper session he was sincere. I ha·d hoped 
that if the Act rr·quired alturation he would 
have made it then, and that he would not 
have waited until the end of Parliament to 
make such drastic alterations, such aJt.,rations 
as arc in no other elc,_;toral law in Australia. 
And yet supporters o£ the Liberal party 
wonder wh0 we stonewall and try to block 
this m'·nsuro. They cannot understand it. 
In ov _·rything that is introduced I seck for a 
motive, and I never seek for a motive that 
has for it·_, object tho good of tho people of 
Queensland in anvthing that is pas· .. ,cd in 
thio IIousc. In lookin;.~ for a motive I ask, 
"How i•· it going to affert the Govern­
ment'! How is it going to affect their pri­
vat.e intere,cts, their indiYidual selYes ·: Ho\'! 
rs it going to affect each individual in hi:; 
seat':" That ;s how e.-erything is dealt 
with bv this Gm-r •·nment. I do not think 
that t h"ero has eyer b0en a Govcrnmpnt in 
Qucenslaud which has doscencl<•d to the tac­
tie.:.o of the 11rC"'lPnt Govt~1·r1m0nt. Bad as 
·;·cere the Gm·rrnmPnlo in the old days, they 
wnrt out into the open. \\- e hear a lot about 
roJi-,.cufling, and the han. member for Cook 
attacked m0 the other nig-ht. and reckoned 
I was a roll-stuffer, and then he was a great 
<leal hurt because I became a little per­
sonal in regard to him. Members on the 
other side get up and charge hon. members 
on this side with roll-stuffing and other 
things, and when hon. members on this side 
say anything about them, they say that they 
do not expect anything better from us. That 
is said frequently in tbi- Chamber, and yet 
we had a ~\1inister g·ettmg up the other even­
ing and accusing Mr. RYland of roll-stuffing, 
and c'1l!ing him " a political crook." But 
if an.Yoody on this side says one word, 
speaks the truth about a member on the 
other side, saying he is here representing 
his own intPrests nnd not the electors of 
Queensland, he says, " Oh, you are getting 
dirty. You are introducing the personal 
element." 

The SPEAKER: Order ! 
Mr. McCORMACK : Yes, ::Y1r. Speaker, I 

know I am getting a little bit away from 
the Bill, but still, I think it is well to men­
tion these things, bec:mse it is rather amu~­
ing to sec the heat displayed by hon. mem­
bers on the other sido when their honour 
is at stake~to hear them declaim against 
the Labour partv, and then get up later on 
and accuse us of all the crimes in the poli­
tical calendar. The Government, no doubt, 
intend to carry this Bill through. They are 
going to make a welter of it. It is their 
last chance of retaining power, and, no 
doubt, they are concentrating all their efforts 
to m.ake this Bill !'aw, and going to the 
country on these "pure rolls," as they call 
them, and defeating the Labour party. It is 
remarkable that it is necessary to descend 
to thr,se tactics to <lefeat the Labour party. 
It is remarkable that numbers of our best 
people in Queensland should be disfranchised 
for any part_v~and some of the best people 
will be disfranchised. We had evidence 
here the other evening of a registrar tell­
ing electors that they would not be allowed 

Mr. McCormack.] 
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to vote unless they wrote "New South 
\Vales " in full, and these ridiculous little 
matters are used in electoral courts as 
means for disfranchising electors. ·what is 
the meaning of it all? It all sec•ms to me 
to have started a very lew months C~go when 
the Home Secretary allowed the police to 
collect names for the roll. The Govern­
ment's first intention was not to ailow names 
to bo coliccted, but when the people of 
Queensland were c.;hown how many were 
qualified and were not on tho roll, it startled 
the supporters behind the Government, 
and then they set out to remedy that 
position-to remedy the blunder com­
mitted by the Home Secretary. They found 
that thec.e people \Vho wore, no doubt, justly 
entitled to be on the roll-because other­
wise the police would not have enrolled them 
-they found that these people must be de­
prived of votes. Th''Y argued that, perhaps, 
if they were tCJ disfranchise the nCJmadic 
workers, not only those in the country, but 
those in tho towns, such as those who move 
from Padding-ton to Ithaca, and from Bris­
bane to Toowong, a)ld so on, they would be 
able to repair that blunder, and the result 
has been that they have found that it is 
absolutely necessary to do something so 
that they might catch that great body of 
persons b<'twocn two electoral courts, and 
hold the elections during the two months 
after one of the revision courts has tak<m 
place. They intend to hold this revision 
court to strike off those names, no doubt 
saving, "Yon will be able to get on the 
next roll "-but the electlOn will take place 
i11 thu mr,antirne, a:rd thousands of people 
throughout Queensland will be disfranchised. 
It is hoped by the Government that these 
people will be supporters of the party in op­
position. I hope that some better counsels 
will prevail amongst the Ministers, that they, 
at anv rate, will allow a transfer that is rea­
sonab-le-will allow a person to have the right 
to shift from one roll to another. Th0 Homo 
Sccretarv said that 1 hat was in the Bill, and 
if it is in the Bill why should it not be made 
plain, so that han. m<>mb<>rs can understand 
it, because it is not posoible that so many 
members on this side ~f the House would 
make tho error of saying that an elector 
would not be allowed to vote until such time 
as he was qualifi~d to be placed on the new 
roll. If that were so, there would not be 

so many objections to the Bill. 
1[9.30 p.m.] The old .'wt made provisions for 

this very thing we are discussing. 
provision that an elector who had resided 
one month in the prGvious s<wen should 
have a right to vote. That was to provide 
time so that he should becol)1e qualified to 
be on the new roll. That is all I have to 
sav on the' matter. I have not been con­
vi~ced by any hon. member opposite that 
the Bill is honest. If it were honest, there 
would be no objection to it. It contains 
compuloory vot-ing. which, to mv mind, is not 
democratic and not right, but that is another 
queotion. It also contains provision for 
the striking off of names on the 0ve 
of a general election. How can that be 
honest • If that is thought necodary, why 
should v-~e not have ha-d the present el<·ction 
~onclucted on tho lW<>sent Act, se~eing that 
it was only passed last ec--sion, and if it 
failed. then in the new Parliament we could 
alter it in the direction the Government are 
now attempting to alter it. If they had 
done that th<>': would certainh· have <1voided 
the chargce th.at the pr,•oc•nt Act is being in­
troduced in the interests of party and not 
in the interests of the people. (Hear, hear !) 

[Mr. McCormack. 

Mr. BOOKER (Wide Bay): After listen­
ing to the thunder of the other ;ide, it al· 
rnost makes n1e ask the question, are 've 
downhearted? I do not think we are. The· 
leader of the Opposition stated that in ap­
proaching this question we all agreed that 
every adult person .should be entitled to. 
say who <~hould represent the people in the 
councils of the State. \Y e. agree with that 
sentiment entirelv. The othc~r side cannot 
take that to itself; it is the general desire 
of the House that cr"ry adult person in the 
State who is qualified to have a vote shcmld 
havc a vote. But the Bill iLelf gor-< rather 
bovond what I consider is practicable and 
reasonable .. in so far as con1pulsory regi~tra­
tion and compuleory voting are concerned. I 
cannot conceive how thE' aUThorities are going 
to co:npol every adult person in the State· 
to rc-gist0r. A large number of people are 
spread in out of the way placu. In every 
rural district in Queensland vou will find 
men who very rarelY come into 'any particular 
centrP, and thev arc verv hard to get at, 
GVen b:: the poiice who control the district. 
Yet you are going to compel ever:; individual 
to register! "With regard to compulsory vot­
ing, I might mention that on two occasions 
I have personally refrained fwm voting at 
an election, because I did not approve of 
either of the candidates. ) .. s an illustration, 
suppose the han. member for Brisbane threw 
up Brisbane and camP up to my electorate, 
or the hon. member for Paddington came, 
I could ·not vote for the hon. member for 
Brisban<>. with his socialistic proclivities. nor 
for thP han. mGmber for Paddington with his 
hidebound con-servative politica.l disposition. 
I ;,hould refusG to vote, and might receive a 
summons. All our legislation nowadays is in 
the direction of restricting the libertv and 
creating harassments all through our, daily 
life\ I do not sec how compulsory voting is 
going to be carried out, and, if you cannot 
carry out a scheme in its entirety, you had 
better leave it alone. \Ve represent a great 
bodv of electors in Queensland. and are we 
going to do anything to lose their confidence 
in oU.r political integrity, and our det~rmina­
tion to do the right thing by the people? 
No bodv of men are going to deliberately 
offend the sense of justice of the people. I 
believe in effectiveness and economy, and that 
the State authoritif's should work hand in 
glove with the Federal electoral officials. 
\\'hen speaking on the previous amending Bill, 
I said that we should fall into line and have a 
uniform electoral law and a uniform elGctoral 
administration. The trouble that occurred at 
Bundaberg the othGr da' showed the fact 
that thre police magistrate. owing to the 
ramifications of his various duties, cannot 
have an intimate knowledge of the people in 
the district, and the people who are coming 
and going. In connection with the Electoral 
Act I would like to seC> the district inside 
thP' Federal area adminietered by a central 
officer. The Federal authorities have their 
oflicere in the various Federal districts. and 
the State should get into touch with the 
Federal authorities. and the same officer whCJ 
is dr:tling with the Federal electoral law 
shoulrl deal with our State law. It would 
simplify matters and save expcndi.ture. We 
arc sp{'nding vaFt sums of 11~0ncy rn co_nneo­
tinn with the Plectoral law in _\ustr · ha. I 
take it that the svstem of a<h·Prtis;ng tho 
names in the Press of the State is a wilful 
wa-.t0 of monev, anrl I ca.nnot sec where 
anv benefit is derived bv the people. Right 
th~ou~h this debate the. same old story has 
crept" in. I am always interested in any-
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thing the loader of the Opposition may say. 
He has rung in the old story about the price 
of beef. Incidentally, I hear that, amongst 
his various invt·';t,nent'">, he is interested in 
cattle properties, and that he had sold his 
bull<Jcks at a yery satisfadory price, about 
£2 a h•,'td more than I have been able to 
s~II mine for. (Laughtnr.) I cannot under­
bland a gentleman who is so keenly interested 
in the primary industrir' conshntly rais­
ing this qu£'~tion of tho price of beef. \Yhat 
has the price of beef got to do with tho 
Elect<Jral Act? It may have s<Jmething to 
do \\"ith the elections; and now I can under­
stand why this matter is const,.ntly being 
thr01"ll into the discussion. One feature in 
connectiDn with our electoral law I should 
like to see carried out is to make it possible 
that no man when <Jnce Dn the roll is ever 
put off the roll. I can speak with some 
knowledge of the nomadic workers in my 
ele•torate. Some portion of \Yide Bav is 
sugar-growing territory. and there are many 
young men-not <Jnly in the sugar district but 
in the mixed farming districts-who leave 
Wide Bay as sDon as the cutting sefison starts. 
The Wido Bay district is their hDme, but 
thev go a way fDr two. three, or f<Jur rn<Jnths, 
and som<c for six m<Jnths. The same thing 
applies tD shearers and miners, the general 
trend of whose affairs takes them from place 
tD place. Anyone who has a horne, whether 
it is under his father's roof. or at "' b<Jard­
ing-h<Juse or hotel, should have the privilege 
of b<eing Dn the roll at some particular place. 
He shDuld never, under any circumstances 
whatever, lose his Pitizen rights. I know 
quite a number of men who have como to 
me and stated that they are off the roll. 
men who support myself-I do not care if 
thev support the other man-but I do say 
there is an inherent right of every citizen 
to have a vote and to record it if he like•,. 
I should like to see the measure provide 
that every citizen of adult age shDuld at 
no time lose his citizen rights. The ques­
tion of the nomadi<' worker is a very big 
one in this State Df ours. Start with Dllr 
primary industrv-the pastoral industry. 
Take our slwep. How could the pa ;toralist 
gE·t on with his work if it was not fm, to a 
large extent, the Pornadic worker who comes 
along at various times of the year for shear­
ing? The sam<' thing applies to the cattle 
industry. 'fhen take the sugar industry. 
The same thing apuli<:>s there. These men 
are a big factor in the propT<'<R and develop­
mPnt of mu State, and we shDuld give them 
Pver;c facilitv to maintain their citizen 
rights. Ther0 is on<' other matter-it is u 
delicate question; I have listened to many 
speeches dealing with it, and thoso I did 
not lio>ten to I ha.,-e read-the leader of the 
Opposition, in the first plane, raised tho 
question of d<:>nying citizen rights to mem­
bers of the Expeditionary Fmce. If it was 
]Jracticahlf'. I am quite satisfied that th" 
Homo Se0rotary would hf!ve incorporated 
it in this Bill, a'ld I am also satisfied it 
cannot be done. Take a position like this: 
Assume that ::\fr. Fisher was rcpreHnting 
the State \Vide Bav. and wrneonc else w:ts 
up again,;t him. a'nr! the men \Yho ;vere 
going away left tlwir proxie'. Mr. Fisher's 
,,ersonality in \Vide Bay Pounts for manv 
thDusands of vot<oi>; thDusands of Liberals in 
that district vote for Mr. Fisher, because 
he is Mr. Fisher. If any other man were 
to go to that district he would just get the 
straight-out Labour vote. Would it be pos-
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sible to get a truo reflex as a result of th<" 
ele-cLions under those rondicions with the 
proxy vot·: collected from the Expeditionary 
Force? By n9 meaus. In every electorate 
there is a big personal vote. How can you 
do it? It cannot be done. There WDuld be 
wwng dDne to the candidates, and there 
"·•mid be a o>Taver wrong d<Jne tD the men 
who ldt th0ir proxies in the hands of 
political rPpresPntative•,. 

J\Ir. FoLEY: Don't that cut the other way 
just as well'! 

::\1r. BOOKER: Of course, it does, but yDu 
rould not get a true reflex of political 
opinion in that e1'Cctorate. It is very unwise 
for this question to be raised at all. From 
nne instn.ntc it has gone on to many in­
stances, and the reflection from the other 
side has been that tho great body of men 
who han• gone away with the IDxpeditionary 
Forcil arc Labour voters. :i'.1y experience 
of a number of me11 who have left rnuny 
districts round about Maryborough and the 
Burnett is quite the re,·erse. I know, pro­
bably, 150 men who left Australia with the 
first Expeditionary Foree, and amongst those 
150 men, I will stake my life that 120 of 
them would have left their proxies with 
men who would have cast their votes for 
Liberal candidates in that particular dis­
trict. The reflection has boon cast in this 
di,;·u"ion that one class in the community 
has gone to defend the integrity Df the 
British Empire; to guard the interests nf 
enory British citizen-that only one class of 
the c<Jrnrnunity has gone with the Expedi­
tionary FDrce. 

::\1r. COYNE: Nobody said that. 
Mr. BOOKER: Yes. That is whv I ra~se 

the question. The intention i' t;; Ponvey 
w the peo;J!e throughout the St<tte that the 
only da.··> of people who have gone with the 
Expeditionary Force are mtn who have 
political opinions similar to my friends 
opposite. That. I say, is a base reflection 
upon every other class in the comonunity. 
I would liko an analvsis made-a return 
tabled in this House--if it was ncct . arJ, 
giving the number of wharfsiders who have 
g<Jne to the war-give the numb0r in Australia. 
I am sorry, lYfr. Speaker, that I ho,ve trans­
gresS<•d, but the reflection has been cast that 
only one class of the {·ommunity has gone 
to the war, and they should have their citi­
zen rights. I say distinctly that is not so. 
How many unemployed men from Broken 
Hill ha.-e gone to the war? Thousands of 
them, able-bodied men; no better material 
in Australia ! I would like to know how 
many of these men have gone. Then I 
would like to ask tho question: He" many 
stalwart bushmen have gone, and every Dther 
clees in the c<Jmmunity? It is as well that 
this position should be understood, and I am 
making it uncler,tocd. Every cla"s in tho 
community are giving their be~t men to the 
war, and that is what I desire to say. 

Mr. DOUGLAS (Coui\: There seems to be 
a good deal of hostility shown on the other 
side to the introduction of this Bill. and it 
has been said that the last session· of any 
Parliament is not the one in which an Elec­
t,ions Bill should be introducPd. Compulsory 
,-oting and compulsory enrolment hav" been 
for some little time under review, and we 
find in the Commonwealth law compulsory 
enrolment has been in existenne for sorno 
little time, also cornpulsorv transfer in case of 
a chang~ of residence. I think compulsory 
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enrolment is a very good provision, and there 
is really no cause for complaint from members 
who sit on the opposite benches. I quite 
agree that every able-bodied p'{rson of the age 
ot twenty-one years possessing the qualifim­
tions of an elector should be given full facili­
ties to become an elector, but I think that the 
resiu;mce qualification in the case of a transfer 
from one district to another is necessary, and 
the Bill makes ample provision for the trans­
! _.,. of the name of an elector from one elec­
toral roll to another. It cprtainly cuts down 
the period of absence from seven months to 
lour months. 'l'he proYisions of the measure 
are very satisfactory, and I cannot see that 
tllOY deal unfairly with the legitimate exercise 
of the franchise. As far as compulsory 
voting is concerned, I believe that the electors 
of Queensland and of other States in the 
Commonwealth hase got into a loose way of 
voting by reason of the fact that so many 
conveyances are placed at their disposal, so 
that unless they are brought to the polling­
booth in a motor-car or other conveyance 
sonw of thmu do not, thi.nk it nec£''--Sary to 
rocord their votes. That state of affairs will 
be r<>modied by this Bill. It must also be 
borne in mind that the Consolidated Act gives 
facilitic, for the use of the postal vote by 
persons who reside at a greater distance than 
5 miles from the polling-booth. The measure 
hao been discussed at its various stages at 
considerable length, and I shall not oecupy 
much time in discussing it, especially as its 
details will be fully discussed in Committee. 
Speaking- from a broad point of view, I think 
the Bill contains important amendments 
which will be beneficial to the electors of 
()ueNlsland. I believe that under it we shall 
have a bntter reflex of the opinions of the 
people at future elections-that at the fil·st 
election or two under the measure, at any 
rate, the franchise will be much more largely 
availed of than it has been in the past. In­
stead of having between 50 and 60 per cent. 
of the electors voting, we shall find that there 
will be a fairly full vote, and persons who do 
not go to the poll will be called upon for an 
explanation of their absence. Compulsory 
enrolment under the Federal electoral law is 
calling forth a good deal of comment. and 
many people even now do not know that it 
is neressarv for them to enrol. I think that 
people generally tak., more interest in 
the domestic affairs with which we deal. and 
J hopf• that m futuro thorP will be a lar!l"N 
percentage of votes cast than has been the 
case in the pust, whether their votes give a 
majority to this side or the other side. With 
regard to the few remarks made bv the han. 
member for Cairns at the conc1usion of his 
speech, it does not matter to me what cheap 
sneer the hon. member mav hurl at me. Thn 
hon. member made some reference to a debate 
which took place recently. and made some 
observations about the v-ay in which I repre­
s!'nt mv electorate. I have had th,-, honour 
of representing my district fer eight vears. 
and it matters verv liHl" to me wh ,t th' 
non. member for Cairns hns to sa:-· in a snof'r­
ing way about my method of conducting that 
.representation. 

Mr. FOLEY (Mundi~rJhurrrt): 'T'h<>re has 
been so murh said bv mernlwrs on both siJ,., 
of the House on the sc<'nnd ,·pe.cling of this 
Bill that T scorcelv find an"thing l0ft for me 
tD sa.v, hut th"Y'P Flr0 0Dfl or hYo r,,1~tt0~R to 
which I shonld like to r"fcr. ThP hnn. 
member for \Vide Btty is the ody member 

[lllr. DIJ11(Jlas. 

on tho other side of the House who has shown 
a desire to act fairly by the men 11ho have 
to travel from one place to another ]ookin.g 
for work. He said that once a man got his 
name on the roll, facilities should be pro­
vided for keeping it always on the roll as 
long as he remains in Queensland. But the 
distinct object of this Bill, as I read 1t, lS to 
strike the names of certain men pff the roll 
bocauso of the fact that they have tP go from 
one electorate to another seeking employ­
ment. 'l''here are scores-! may oay hundreds 
-o£ men in my electorate who have .to go 
awav from the place in which they live to 
othe;. electorates to earn a living. At certain 
times of the year the meat works start work, 
and a hrge number uf 1nen from my elec­
torate go to the Torrens Creek Meatworks 
and the Burdekin Meatworks in the Ken­
nedv electorate. In some cases the season 
last; fiv0 or six months. The men work 
through the season, but have no intention of 
living in the Kennedy electprate, and as soon 
<IS the season is over they come back to 
:Ylundingburra. Under this Bill, after they 
havo been away from the electorate for two 
months the electoral registrar will have to 
mark them a~ having .. left '' the district, 
and if they do not return before the next 
court sits their names will be struck off t\18 
roll. In the Kennedy electorate they will 
have to live two months before they can 
apply to have their na~es pla~ed on ~he _roll 
for that electorate. Tnen their apphcatwns 
have to remain in abeyance for an?the_r t;v:o 
months in order to see if any obJectiOn IS 
lodrred arra.inst their enrolment, so that about 
six "months will elapse before those men ean 
get their names on the Kennedy electoral roll. 
Bv this time they will have returned ?ome, 
and two months later their nam~s Will 0 be 
struck off the Kennedy roll. Th~t 1s the kr:rd 
of thing which will happen m many m­
stances. vVhat the hon. member for Wid"; Bay 
,,,uo·o·ests~and it is a sensible suggestion­
is t.hat \\hen a man acquires a vote he should 
be ~cgarded as an elector. If a young 1nan 
who is living with his parents has ~o !l'o away 
to \vork in <mother electorate, If It IS nece~· 

sarv that he should transfer h1s 
[10 p.m.] name, why should i_t not be suffi-

<'ient for him to notify the return­
in~ officer of the electorate to which he has 
g-o~e that he has come there to live, and that 
he wants his name placed on the roll of that 
electorate, <Ind have it placed there at on?e, 
instca·d of having to go through th~ formahty 
of applying to one court and havm,g t~ wa~t 
until the next court for confirmatiOn . . On 
this side we hold that a man who has liVed 
in Queensland for twP!ve months sho:rld be 
Pntitled to vote in some electorate m the 
State. so long as he remains in the Sta;te .. So 
lonrr as the Government insist on apphcatwns 
goi~o- before the court. so long will hundreds 
of m';',n have their names 'truck off the r_olls. 
A great deal has been said about the so1diers. 
a,,'[ the han. membN for Wide B~y and 
others on the other side say th<~t. while they 
wo 1ld like tho soldiers to get a. vote, they 
do not know how it can be done. When _the 
Home Secretary ·w~s speaking on the B'lb_Ject 
he ·<aiel that hr- did not like _pco~y votmg, 
a.nd I ;1skod him bv interjectiOn 1f h<; c~n­
si• 1A 1·r··1 tho returning officer ~~ the ;distrl?t 
would _ hf' ,, nroxy if the sol4H'rs le, t thmr 
votes ,,,ith him until the electiOn took place. 

}lr. E. B. C. CoRSER: But there might be 
three parties, and there are only two now. 
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1\ir. FvLEY: If there were ten parties 
there is no reason "hy he could not vote 
for the party he preferred. \Vhy should we 
deprive those who are going away to fight 
for us of the right they now possess of 
voting for the party which they would like 
to see governing this country? They are 
going away to fight that we mav be saved 
from ihc invasion of a tyrant,· and thooe 
who have property are going to ha\ e that 
property protected by these soldiers; and 
_yet, because they may be killed, they are 
not to be allowed to vot0 before they go. 
There are many hundreds of them who are 
leaving their wives and children here and 
they are just as much interested tha't the 
country shall be governed as th0y would 
like it to be governed as they would be 
if they remained here. I can see no argu­
ment against allowing the soldicro to vote 
before they leave. A returning officer could 
be sent to the camp before the soldiers go, 
and he could tell them that there will be 
an election in the near future, and that 
there will be two parties in the fie!d-the 
·chances are that there will net be more than 
two parties--but, if there will be three 
part'es, the soldiers could be told that there 
would be three parties seeking their votes­
and they could be asked tr, vote for the 
party that th<>y would like to see govern 
the country. They could record their votes 
and hand them to the returning officer, who 
·oould place them in a ballot-box and lock it up 
and not opE>n it until the election took place. 
The returning officer could not be counted 
a proxy, because he would not know whom 
the men voted for. That would do justice 
to thP men who are prepared to sacrifice 
their lives for the protection of th;s countrv; 
but the Government apparently do not care 
about trusting these men as far as that. 
'What is the use of keeping their names 0:1 

the roll? They will not be able to votu 
when they are away in Europe. If they 
were allowed to vote, even if they are not 
here themseh-es, their wives and children 
will be here and will benefit from the fact 
that the Government in power is the one 
that they want to have in power. A good 
rloal has been said about the postal voting­
provisions in this BilL It is proposed to 
allow two electors of the district to witness 
postal votes. I do not know whar object 
the Government have in view in p;-onosing 
this amendment now. It did not seem to 
strike them as necessary when thev were 
amending the Bill last year. I lmo~. how­
ever, that it will open thP door to a grPat 
deal of corruption. I know, when the 
postal-voting system was in vogue before 
that in Townsville employers went round to 
the wives of their emplovccs while th<>ir 
husbands were at work, and told them that 
if they did not vote to kE'en the Govern: 
ment in power, the chances wem thqt their 
places of business would have to closn and 
half the men in Queenslar>d would be thrown 
out of work. Ron. members opnosito k'low 
that thev are rroing to flo as the,· d;d in 
those days. When the nrimarv vote was 
counted in Townsville on that ,;,•eas:on and 
it was found I was 317 votes ahnad of thn 
hon. member for Townsville. he ].oolwd 
rathf'r down about it anf! felt trat he was 
beaten. But the chairman of hi' committNJ 
cnuld tell him, in the presence of hundreds 
of neople, that he need not worrv about rnY 
maim·itv of 300. becausf' they h q(! 800 m{t 
of the 1,100 postal votes recorded. So that. 
instead of I being 300 ahPad of him, when 

the postal votes were counted, it was found 
that he was 200 votes ahead of me. They 
know what they can do with tho postal vote. 
Notwithstanding that we get a majority 
of the primary votes polled at the polling­
booth they know that they have got us in 
their hands if they can use the postal votes. 
After all the evidence that was given against 
the postal voie, the Government should be 
ashamed to introduce it again. It was 
abolished before because of the corrupt prac­
tices that were indulged in to got the women 
to vote by post--so that they would be got 
to vote in favour of the Liberal party. \Vhen 
the postal vote was last in use a body of 
justices of the peace went round TownRville 
collecting postal votes, and in one case ·a 
justice of the peace refus!'d to give a woman 
her postal vote because she would not let him 
post it for her. 

Mr. ARCHER : They cannot do that now. 

Mr. FOLEY: They could not do it under 
the old Act, but they did it all the same, 
and they will do it again under the pro­
visions of this Act. This justice of the peace 
said he was going down the street and 
would post the ballot-paper, and when t.hB 
woman said she would not let him post it, 
the justice of the peace said, " Then I will 
not give you the ballot-paper." The woman 
drew my attention to it, and I saw the 
returning officer, with the result that the 
justice of the peace was compelled to give 
the woman her ballot-paper, and she posted 
it herself. That man was not struck off the 
list of justices of the peace; I believe he 
is a justice of the peace still. HA may have 
done the same thing in hundreds of other 
cases-I believe he did. These are only 
some of the things that can be done unde'r 
the postal voting provisions of the Act. 
These things were pointed out to tho Go­
vernment before and the postal vote was 
repealed. Now we have got a Government 
who, on the eve of an election, finds that 
this may be the only means by which they 
can get a majority to save themselves for 
the next three years. Do they think that 
the people of Australia are going to take 
this sitting down? The very people whu 
love fair play-whether they vote for the 
Liberal part:v or not-will see honesty and 
justice done, and the result will be that the 
Government will find that this Bill will be 
Fke a boomerang. The Government will 
ihrow it, and it will come back and hit 
them. I only hope that it will hit them 
hard when it does come. If anything can 
sa vo this Government. there is no doubt 
that the postal vote and bi-monthly revision 
~ou~ts will do it. I have nothing to say 
<wa·nst compulsorv enrolment, because I be­
lieve that every adult in the State should be 
rmrol!ed. Bnt thf're are certain objections 
arrainst cDmpulsorv voting. There are cer­
tain people in Queenshnd who have con­
scientious scruples acrainst voting-certain 
rPhdous s<>cts who claim that thev have no 
right to interfere in earthlv matters at a 11. 
A 11 their interests are centred on the life 
hereafter, and thev never worry themselves 
about anything that. takes place on this 
parth. To compel these people to votP, is 
carrying the thing too far. There would. 
of course. he no harm in putting thPir names 
on thP 1·oll. The hon. member for Wide 
Rev eoiCI thc·rf' were neonle who c'">nlcl not 
<'')n<cient;OUR]V VOte for either <'and;dRtP at 
H..,o.• That rnav be answerer! b;~· savinrr 
+hat those p<>onle enn make their votes in­
fom1al l1y 1'otin;r for bath candidat-es or fq1· 
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neitlwr. Those who have conscientious 
sc1 uples should be allowed to usu their 
o,,n judgment whether they vote or not. 
r~tL:~ Gov-ennnent think that by ..:~triking off 
tho uomadic workers, those who "rc left 
will be Liberal voters, and, by co,npelling 
them to vote, they will have a chance of 
"·inning next election, but at the ne'<t elec­
tion the Government will get such .w 
av, akcning that they will be sorry that thc:-
i. Lodnced this amending Bill. 

::Vlr. IL'I.RDACRE (Lcichltardt) : I do not 
want to repeat what has been said before 
on this measure, but there are one or two 
points that have not yet been touched upon. 
In disc.••-;ing this matter one has to re­
member the significant fact that it is only 
twelve months ago since we had a very large 
amending electoral measure before us. We 
also remember as well that since we passed 
that meawre there has been a Federal elec­
tion, which resulted in the overwhelming 
defeat of the Liberals in thi,; State. We also 
have to remember one other fact-that we 
are just about to enter upon a State elec­
tion. Now, seeing that we passed a mea­
sure twelve months ago, fully dealing with 
the electoral laws, how is it that we have 
this measure before us at the present time? 
Evidently it has something to do with the 
coming election. There is no doubt in the 
mind of anybody who has thought the matter 
over that this measure is brrmght in on thB 
eve of a general election because there is 
some object, ,orne motive behind it. What 
i'l the object? The principal provisions of 
the Bill are three in nnmber. It first of all 
provides for compulsory enrolment, and the 
second for compuhory voting, and it also 
provides for bi-monthly revision courts to 
revise names off the roll, to bring about a 
clean roll. Thc'le provisions seem at first 
sight to be fair ind•,ed, but when we come 
to G'lamine them carefully we find that they 
do not carrv out what appears on the face 
of them. They do not provide for the com­
plete enrolment of people who are bona fide 
worthy of b<:ing placed on the roll. They 
do not proVJde for <'::Jmpulsory eQrolment, 
they do not provide for a olean roll. All 
they do is to provide for a full-sided roll, 
a one-sided vote, and a roll that is '!lot 
clean at all, but is stuffed by a number of 
voters on one side. It proposes to clean off 
the roll as many voters as are opponents to 
the Government, and to put upon the roll 
as many others as possible, and then drag 
them in and compel them to vote for the 
Government. It is a method of cleaning 
off those who are opposed to the Govern­
ment policy, and at the "ame time placing 
on the roll those who are in favour of that 
policy. It is cunningly devised for winnow­
ing out the opponent.s of the Government. 
Tak0, for instance. tho compulsory registra­
tion clauses. It does not mean that all per­
sons should be regi,tered. It takes very 
good care that some people should not bo 
registered. It impo.•c-s a kind of restric­
tion bv means of requiring twelve month;,' 
residence, by numerou~ difficult questions. 
and th<>n it proposes to provide increased 
facilities for takinr; cff the rolls those who 
manage to steer StlCccssfully through all 
these difficulties, and that is by mf'ans of 
bi-monthlv courts. Th~.t sc·ems to me what 
is meant hv the cleaning of the rolls-a roll 
which has been compulsorily made one-sided 
and loaded in favour of one side, and, at 
the same time, prevented from being fairly 
filled by those having other political views. 

fMr. Foley. 

In other words, it is a "party made law," 
and l have been interested in noticing the 
jugg·le of words which have been used by 
membeu on the other side to describe it. 
They have been talking about thm1e being 
on the roll who are entitled to be on the 
roll, and theJ· mouth It with a great deal 
of unction as if using the word '· entitled" 
carried with it anythmg other than what is 
contained in this Bill. It really means 
"entitled" by la\\, "mititled" by what the 
Government provides should give them tho 
title. lt doeF not mean that every worthy 
citizen of Queensland, who has resided here 
for many vcars should be placed on the roll, 
but rnordy those who by a specious Act a':"' 
permitted to be on the roll. Take also this 
quest10n of bi-monthly C<.>~Hts. \Vhere is 
the necessity for tho,,e proviswns? Th':"~ IS 
already ample proviswn under our exiStmg 
Act for preventing any particular harm 
being done, supposing that any l?erson gets 
on the roll who rna} not be entitled to be 
thoro. First of all, then> is e. heavy penalty 
against anybody making a fals~ declaratio_n 
enabling him to get on t)1e ro,J. There."' 
also a heavy penalty agamst a person wlt­
nessing falsely a claim to get on the r?ll, 
and !.hen there i:s the further protectwn 
against anyc_mo who gets _on the roll by false­
means or IS there agamst any particular 
techni~alitv of the Act, voting wrongly; and 
thoro is also a very heavy penalty against 
a person remaining there wrongly, and 
there is also the right to challenge any 
person who may have lost his qualification 
and may not have r_esid-;d in the elector!'te 
during one month m tne seven precedmg 
the election. We know the alleged r~ason 
for this device for bi-monthly cour~s IS to 
prevent what is termed irregularity ar;d 
abuse which are stated to have occurred m 
connection with the Federal election, but we­
know that these charges which ha':e been 
made about corruption and personatiOn a'?d 
double voting have been absolutely dis­
proved. Take, for example, ~he statement 
of the Principal Eleetoral Registrar of New 
South Wales the other day. He said that 
there had not been a single case of persona­
tion or double yoting, and I sa,Y that air 
the charges that have been made m Que!"ns­
land of abuses under our Federal Eleet10r;s 
Act have fal!Pn tD the ground, and th~r_e IS 
no necessity for bringing in these provtstons 
for bi-monthly courts. It has been alleged 
that no injury can be done to any elect?r 
by means of these courts, because he w1ll 
he enabled to get on some other electoral r'?ll 
before he is struck off the roll of the dis­
trict whore he was previousl0 r<:-;idir;g-. . I 
want to show absolutely where It will, m 
many cases, strilw names '}ff the roll and 
disfranchise persons ;~ho cannot get 
opportunities of getting on another roll. 
Take, for example a name on the 
Brisbane roll of a man who leaves, say. 
to-day, and goes to . the electorate of 
South Brisban0. H" hves there for two 
months, as he mnst do hy the pr?po~ed 
provi>ions heforP he can make apphcati?n 
to go on the electoral roll of _South Bris­
hono. That takes him until 5th January. 
He "·onld then mq.ke application to the court 
which sits on ,January 6. so as >o be enabled 
h haYe been thNc two rnonths. He then 
requires two months more before the second 
court is h-•ld to finally f!et his name on the· 
roll. In sueh a case as that. it happens that 
he is only off one day. But. supposing that 
when he has left Korth Brisban~ b go to 
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South Bri:cbane, the bi-monthly court at 
South Bris:Oane h2., just held it- sitting the 
week before. Then he has to be nearly four 
mouths in Sou h Bri '"'me bpfore he can 
make appli, · tion at the first bi-monthly 
court, and he lu., to 1· a it till tho second bi­
IllLlthl~.- <·ourt, so thnt j., lH :lrly~ "ix mont hR. 

·he •. ill hu,-•. to re :d, in Routh B~isbane 
before he can get upon tho rolL Thuo is a 
pro·;icion here whe•·oby even if he happom· to 
remain on tho :0Jorth Brisbane roll unchal­
lcn:;;ed, he can be challen;ed if he goes to 
tho poll. under the pro,·i·-ion \1hich cn::tblb 
him to be ackcd th•• question. "Have :cou 
resided one month dur;ng the l."t four 
n1onth:-; in th1.:- electorate?" and, if he cannot 
ano\Y<'r in the aflirm:.ti-,·c, he is taken off the 
North Bri•ba"o roll, and hu is also off tho 
South Bri bane roll. That will happen in a 
large nu,nbcr of caecc, bc~ause a bi-monthly 
court is not likely to sit at once in the now 
electorate to which tho vot<lr goes. In a large 
number of cases, he must neces,arily be off 
the roll for a long period before he can get 
upon any electoral roll. Then~ Queensland is a 
country which necessitates a good de'd of tra­
velling about in search of employment. An 
elector may loa ve an electoral district, and 
be taken off the roll of that district by the 
bi-monthly court, and not be able to get 
on any new roli for a long time, bc·.-,~use he 
mav onlv reo,ide one mont!. in the next elec­
torate t~ which he g-oes, and then travel on 
to another electorate, staying there the same 
tiP1e. and it may be a long time before he 
can bo qualified bv two months' residence 
in any pa.rticular el< ctorate to get hie name 
on tho roll, and in the meantime he is taken 
off tho roll for the place which he left, and 
is disfranchised. The provision for bi­
monthly revioion courts tnking names off the 
roll after two months' cessation of residence 
must neces".tril:- disfranchise large numbers 
of people in Queensland. I want to deal 
with another aspect of the matter-that is, the 
provision for protc·ting against electms at 
the time they are about to vote. The pre­
siding officer may be requested by any can­
didate's scrutinecr to require the voter to 
sign hi~ na1ne upon a.n 0nvelope and no 
such pPl 8n so required to sign hi·-- name shall 
be permitted to vote until he has so signed 
his name. Then, later on tho returning 
ollic<>r, without Dpening tho envelope, shall 
compare tho signll.htro of the voter on the 
envelope. It may b" that electors have got 
upon the roll by signing an application form, 
but we know that in manv oases there are 
electors who cannot sign their name, and who 
ha.-e writt•Jn their mark on the application 
form, and had it witm-sscd by a justice of the 
peace. Arc thev going to be disfranchised 
in a ca.se like that in regard to a protested 
vote, because un1('ss a voter can sign his 
name he is f!oing to be prevented from 
voting? ·whether intentionally or. otherwise, 
numbers of p<·oplo are going to be disfran­
chisecl by the provisions of the Bill. I want 
tD deal with the· increa,ed facilities given 
with re!Iard to po tal voting. It i·- going to 
make it possible for el<>ctors in country 
·districts bcvond the 5 -mile distance from 
the polling-booth, or in other capos. not only 
to make application for the postal certifi­
cate, the form being witnessed by two oleo­
tors, but also enable them to vote in the 
presence of t1Yo electors, acting. so to sp0o,k, 
as returning officers. Last year. in connec­
tion with the mea.mre providing for postal 
voting, we said that it was going to throw 
the door wide open to the gro%sest electoral 
'!Lbuses, and this is going to open the door 

so wide that wild horses can run through. 
l:ndor the ori[Iinal provisior •. wh:(h thio in· 
tensifies, I can soli my vote, intimidate my 
ernplo.-,-cLs, and carr;;' o~1 tho grcy.,,ost politi­
cal corruption in the compPlling of voters 
nnd making them .-ote in the way I want. 
It is doing a way altogether with the secrec-y 
of the ballot. lYe know that before the ballot 
came into operation men wore able to in­
tiruidat"J th,:jr pmployees, Lgents went about 
bu;·ing vote-, a.nd it ''as po··sible to find 
out how people voted, and it WLS to do away 
v·ith that kind of injustice and abuse that 
tho sv"tc'm of the secret ballot was devised. 
It was an Australian system, C!1fl h:ts h"Pn 
brought into op~'r.ttion throughout the world. 
Whilst the principal Art provide, that the 
ofric<lr before whom th0 elector votes 'hall 
not '·Co how he votes, there is nothing in 
this Bill to prevent any Dthor person in the 
community "eeing how he vot•!S. An em­
ploYer can '"Y to his employee that he 
·,,ants him to vote in [l certain "\vay, and in 
order to see that he vote' in that way can 
go along with him and witnee·- his vote. I 
do not know that thoP is anything to pre­
yent him from going into the polling-booth, 
but, at any rate. he can ask the voter to let 
him sec ho\1 he ha'l 1·oted. A man con say, 
"I ·will giY~' you £5 for your vote." and, 
in ordpr to see that he is getting what he 

paid for. he c:on go with him and see 
ho has voted m the w.~y agreed upon. 

It is possible for him to do that, 
and there is no pen.a.lty for doing it. 
The Bill is going to increase the facilities for 
postal voting, and at the same time compel 
th<:>m to vote, wher.,as now people who are 
5 milce from a polling-booth might exercise 
the option: they could use the postal vote if 
the:v wanted to. This will affect country 
districts very largely, whNe 2~ or 30 miles 
i;; not an extreme distance to be from 
a polling-place, and in all those cases it is 
going to compel them to use tho postal system 
0£ voting-, and it is going to largely increase 
the pccsibilities of politic:.\~ corruption tn this 
State. I ·want to again point out hDw the 
bi-monthlv courts will act in a number of 
cases. As the bi-monthly qourts are not always 
held immediateh after a person moves from 
one electorate to another electorate-it may 
compel a man to reside nearly four months 
in tbf' new electorate before he can make 
an plication. Whilst the Bill may be amended 
j,; CYnmittoc. if it is carried DUt in its 
Jn·,~~cnt fonn it is going to ·work v-ery i!l­
juriously to a large nurnber of peopl~ In 

QueonoJland, nnd it will result in a o_ne-s1ded 
<'X'Jrcssion of opinion when the electwns are 
h(eld. 

='.olr. 11ERTRA:\1 (Marce): I beg tc move 
the adjournment of the debate. 

Question put and passed. 

The resumption of the debate was made an 
Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

RAILLESS TRACTION BILL. 

MESSAGE FROM THE CouNCIL. 

The SPEAKER a1;1,nounced the receipt of a 
message from the Legislative Cou_ncil, .re 
turning this Bill with amendments, Ill whwh 
they requested the concurrence of the 
Assembly. 

Ordered that the Council's message be 
taken into consideration to-morrow. 

Eon. W. D. Armstrong.] 



1862 Testator's Family [COUNCIL.] 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 

Mr. RYAN: I would like the permission 
of the House to make a personal explanation. 
I understand when I was out of the Chamber 
thio evr·ning the hon. member for Wide Bay, 
in the course of his remarks, made references 
to m: being interested iri some cattle or 
cattle property, end that these cattle had 
been sold at a price higher than he would 
receive for his cattle. 

::\fr. KIRWAN: He said £2 higher. 

::Ylr. RYAN: Owing to the nature of the 
suggestion contained in those remarks, I 
think it is my duty to say here and now that 
I am not interested, directlv or indirectly, in 
any cattle property in Queensland or else­
;rhcre; that I have not been, directly or 
indirectly, interested in tho sale of any 
eattk. or the proceeds of the sale of any 
cattle. The statement made by the hon. 
member for Wide Bay is absolutely without 
foundation, and I hope that he will take the 
firct opportunity of withdrawing it. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Tho PREMIER : I beg to move that this 
House do now adjourn. 

Que'·'ion put and passe<!. 
The House adjourned at fourteen minutes 

to 11 o'clock. 

Maintenance Bill. 




