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1702 Questions. [-\.SSE::\1BLY.] Questions 

FRIDAY, 6 1'\0VE~IBER, 1914. 

The SPK'.KER CHon. \V. D. Armstrong, 
T ockw r) took the chair at half-past 3 o'clock. 

APPROPRIATIO~ BILL No. 3. 

The SPEAKER: I have to report that I 
thic day presented to His Excellency the 
Lieutenant-GoYornor Appropriation Bill No. 
3 for the Royal assent, and that His 
ExcellencY was pleased, in my presence, to 
subscribe his aF.sent thereto in the name and 
on behalf of Hi' Majesty. 

A me,snge was also received from His 
Excellency assenting to the said Bill. 

PROPOSED KEW RAILWAYS. 

PLANS, ETC., TABLED. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. \V. 'l'. Paget, Jfackay) laid on the 
table the plans, sec Lion., and books of refer­
e nco of the following proposed raihvay 
extensions : ~ 

Cloncurrv-l'vlount Cuthbert, second sec· 
tion_.:_Dugald River to Mount Cuth· 
bert; 

Enoggcra to Terrors Creek; 
In~le\. ood to TcxLs and Silverspur; 
Ronkhampton to Alton Downs; 
Tina.na Deviation; 
Via r0cta, ::\Iount. Edwards to Jl.larc·vale; 

also report by ::\Ir. N. G. Bell, late 
ChiP£ Eeg·incer, nn alternative routes 
acrw·, the Main Range ; 

togdlwr with tlw Deput:-- Railway Commis­
~ioner's reports thereon. 

Ordered that the reports be printed. 

QUESTIOKS. 

:iL\RYBOROUGH R.IJLWAY \YORKSHOPS. 

:iir. E. B. C. CORSER (Jiaryborough) 
a>kecl the Secretary fm: Railways~ 

"1. Is it true that thP Railway Depart­
m-Ilt contemplates the removal of five 
men from the ::\Iaryborough workshops 
to tho Ipswich shops; i£ so, for what 
reason? 

"2. Is it true that the Railway Depart· 
mont contemplates sending from Mary­
borough and districts repair or other 
work, which would exceed three davs to 
complete, to the Ipswich workshops, 
nearly 200 miles away, instead of the 
Mary borough workshops ; if so, would 
not this action necessitate extra expense 
and loss of time? " 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
replied~ 

"1. No. 
"2. No." 

ADVANCES To CERTADI Coii!PANIES. 

1\lr. BERTRA::\1 (Jfarcc), on behalf of 
::\lr. Huxham. asked tho Secretary for Agri­
culture and Stock~ 

"1. \Yhat were the amounts advanced 
bv the State to tho Broadsouncl J}leat­
\Vork'·, the J}lackay ::\Ieatworks. the 
11o.ckav Butter Factorv, and the N"undah 
Fruit Canning Compa'ny, respectiYely? 

"2. \\" en• anv of the above under­
takings tak<•n o~er by the State? 

"3. \Y Pre anv of the above uilder­
takings disposed of on account of the 
State, and what was respectively realised?' 

" 4 . .Of the abovE' undertakings resold 
or otherwise disposed of by the State, 
what w<•re the respective losces sustained? 

"5. Are there any reaeonable pro-pect" 
uf repayment of tho total amounts ad­
Yanced and incurred by the State to the 
aboYo undertakings, and which of them 
1:.1ay be so fav.ourably circum/:ltanced?, 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIC'CLT"CRE 
(Hon. J olm \Yhit,,, Jfusgravc) replied~ 

" 1. The only advance by the State has 
been £425 to the Queensland Co-opera­
tive Fru:t Preserving and Distributing 
Company, Limited, ::'\undah. 

"2. J\u. 
"3. No. 
" 4. ::'\ o loss w ..ts sustained by the ::\tat". 
" 5. The Queensland Co-operative 

Fruit Preserving and Distributing Com­
pany. Limited, Nundah, has pnid instal­
ments due to the 30th June, 1914, less 
/2,7 9>. 4d. See former answers." 

::\lr. GILDAY (lthuca) asked the Tn·asurer, 
in the absence of the Premier~ 

"1. Has the Brisbane Tramwavs Com­
pany, Limited, p .• -diamcntary u.1Ithority 
for supplying to the public and charging 
them for electric light and power, as it 
i~ at pre~~ent doiL.g ·: 

"2. If so, will ho state the proYisionc" 
and the Act from which the Brisbane 
Tramy; ays Company derives such autho­
ritv? 

:, 3. Is he aware that quite recently the 
Hamilton, \Vindsor, and the Toombul 
local authorities declined to grant the 
application on behalf of a proposed com· 
pcny £or permi--,sion to supply electric 
light and power within their boundaries 
by means of overhead el~ctric wires? " 

Tlw TREASrRER (Hen. W. H. Barnes, 
Bulimba) replied~ 

" 1. F1:om my reading of the Act, I 
do not think that they have. The ques .. 
tion, however, is a legal one, and a 
definite answer cannot be gi,-en imme­
diately. 

" 2. See answer to K o. 1. 
"3. Ko." 

FRIE~DLY SOCIETIES' MED!l'\L INSTITUTES. 

::\fr. GRANT (Fitzroy) asked the Home 
Secretary~ 

" Before doing anything in the altera­
tion of the friendly societies' medical 
institutes in the "ay required by the 
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Pharmn~outical Society. by deputation, 
will he take into consideration the good 
v ork performed by these institutes for 
thoir rl1cmber:-? " ~ 

The H0::\1F~ SECRETARY (Hon. ,J. G. 
Appel, Llib1 !'t) rcplicd-

''Y,.:s '' 

XrmR.\ss AND RAILWAY \VonKs. 

:'.Jr. BELL (fiussifen) asked the Secretary 
for Ru.ilway·J-

" 1. I,; he aware that ;,a•1d and gravel 
con+., lning 11utgra, s rs being us0d for 
C'.JllCretc work on tho :l\Iumbilla-:\Iount 
Edwards Fc~tion of the via recta, ther1-·by 
infecting clr .1n areas of land? 

"2. \\"ill he i"ue instruction" to pre­
vent the spt'ead of the P<''ct.i and mitigate 
any damage already dono? " 

Tho SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
replied-

•' 1 and 2. rrhf~r0 is no informatioll on 
this subjc ct in tho Brisbane office, but I 
am having inquiries made from the 
re"idLnt cnginer·r on the work." 

FIXED PRI~E FOR \\'HEAT. 

Mr. HL'XTER (Jir;r,m0a) L&ked the Trea­
surer, in the absence of the Premier-

,, If. in viPw of thl· pressing DPcessity 
for food~tufi,; to fe<'d and support the 
subjects '" well as tho defender,; of the 
Empire, and in consideration of the great 
conuner('lnJ irnportancc of the sanre 
during the time of war, it is the inten­
tion of the Government to guarantee a 
fixed price for "heat next season so that 
fanner-, rna:~ be encuuraf;ed to cultivate 
larger areas for crop next year? '' 

The TREASL:RER replied-
"A final decision on question has not 

yet been arrived at.'' 

SUPPLY. 

RESLIIPTIOX oF Co:.nnTTEE-SEcoND ALLOTTED 

D.\L 

(Mr. Stoda1't, Logan, in the chair.) 

H01IE SE''RETAH>:-EI.ECTORAL REGISTRATIOX. 

Quc-o;tion stated~-That £15,530 be granted 
for "Electord 1-{.ogi.:,tration." 

Mr. KIRWAN (Rrisban1): When tho 
Committee were discussing the incrca~e of 
£50 to the visiting justice to Dunwich the:; 
were to!cl b• the Horn.-, 1:\ecretarv that the 
rea Bon for ~the incrr.,ase v. as beCause that 
gcntlf'man's dutie·· had increased. Surely 
th0 hon e-cntlcman did not contend that the 
dutic, of tho of!icials in the Electoral Oflice 
hod inrrca·-·'d! Allowing that they had not 
incr<•ascd, h,, (Mr. Kirwan) was prepareci 
to admit that when the Bill which was being 
p-r:o;gc·d thl"Ough tho House was pa-,cd, the 
dutic, of those officers "auld considerably 
increa~w. \Vhat l!o 1vanted to know was \Vh~, 
this diff0rentinl trcatm0nt shouhl be metod 
out to ollie,•,···· in tlw Home Sc;cretaJ·v's De­
partment-why i\Ir. Macdonald shot!!d get 
.tn increase of £50 because his 1rorlc had 
increased and no increnAo \Yas given to tho 
men in the Princi"1al Electoral Registrar's 

1914-5 s 

Offic< ? He thought there was nobody who 
\·.oulcl not admit that tlwy were important 
oi£cc'rs and that thcv carried out their duties 
with credit to therr1selves and the depart­
Inc 'It. 

-.:lir. THEODORE (C!oillagoe): He thought 
that thi' w.ls an opportune time to question 
the Home Se0n·tary with rc.-;arcl to thR 
s:, stem of electoral registration and some of 
the practice· :tdoptecl by the revision courts. 
They should r,'ake it absolutd0 ckar that 
those persons who desired enrolment should 
b" protected. It had bcoh sl.ated iha·, some 
of tho chairmen who presided <1t the lC courp 
rcqui .. ed the' claims to be filled '.n according 
to ver v strict tu;hnicalitics and formaiitic· ., 
laid down by themselves. It appeared to 
him that da1ms :c.hould not be rejected on 
eecount of unimporbnt technicalities, and 
the Home Secretary should take some action, 
::-uch ","' i·,suinF~ a mrcular tu tho chairn1en of 
the courts. sc{ that the "\.ct \Yould be uni­
formly administered. It V· ould not be inter­
fen ac 1 ·vith the officers, but something like 
what was dono in the , .. ,se of police magis­
tral"' regarding the administration of certain 
nu,tter,,, .'1. claim should not be• reje-cted, for 
instance, mere!; because "N.S.\V." was used 
inotcad Jf "1'\c w South \Yales." The magis­
tr.l t~'') prcsid ing OV81' the COLU'tS should cxerw 
cise ordinar.~ conu.don sen"P in reviewing the 
dairm. lf the ~\ct did not give tho Home 
Pccrctary power to do \vhat he hac! suggested, 
he thou.,ht each rc:;i. trar should be in­
structed that when a claim came in showing 
slidrt informalities he should immediately 
take steps to ha1·e tho i1:regularity corrected 
before it c;>.mc before the court. It was 
scandalous that persons who had thC' qualifi­
cation to gPt upon the roll should be pre­
Yentccl by informalitioz which did not in any 
\\ ay affed the qualification. Tho Hon. the 
Home Sccretarv should take the matter into 
&ccount. The evil could be remedied in one 
or two 'mys, either by advising the chair­
men uf the courts or by instructing the regis­
trars or police, or whoever dealt with the 
claims in the first instance, in tho manner he 
had sugge·,tcd. 

11r. LAND (Balonnc) ishcd to bring 
under thn notice of tho Home Secret<try the 
vcnv in whieh names were left off tho rolls. 
He" founcl that in oven electorate a number 
of names were omitted from the roll of 
p0rs0n:-, who had not been in any way c1isw 
qualified. He had gone to the Principal 
Electoral Registrar and he had not been 
able to find out the cause of it. If a per­
son vvas marked as "left" or '' disquali­
fted," there would be a re0ord of wJlV he 
war< cra,ed from the roll. The Principal 
Electoral Hcgistrar had only to turn up the 
prC\·ious roll and he would be able to find 
out whether he \vas on the roll the year 
before. He thought that some provision 
chould be made by which person:' who were 
omitted from the roll through some clerical 
error and through "o loss of qualification 
might be able to vet "· vote on polling-day. 
It often occurred that persons went into a 
rolling-booth ancl had no knowledge pre­
•:i' us! v that their names had been left off 
t lw ru.ll. V cr: often the presidinr; officer was 
a lceal man and know, perhap>', 0vcry elector 
in tho vi~ init:~, but he just auietly told each. 
person, "I arn sorry y:.Jllr narnc is not on the 
rc 11. ancl there is no provision in the Act bv 
which I can give' you a ballot-paper." 
Spcakirg from nlC'mory, he knew of cases 
which occurred at the last election. In one 
c;csc a man's name had been removed, but 

11:1r. Land.] 
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his wife's name had not been interfered 
with, and there were two other t uses in which 
m<'n had never changed their residences and 
had lo.;t no part of their qualification. They 
were quif.'tly told that their names were not 
on the roll. He would like the Homo Secre­
tarv to take the matter into consideration 
and amend the Act, so that tho presiding 
·officers could give such per"ons votes. 

Mr. PAYNE (Jiitchell): He would like 
the Homo Secretary to give the House some 
assurance in regard to the matter referred 
to by the hon. m<'mbcr for Chillagoe. He 
would give the Home Secretary tho letter 
which had been written to him in connec­
tion with the matter. With all due respect 
to anyone else, he thought this matter 
affected him thP most, because this letter 
came from Longrcach. 'l.'he Home Secre­
tary said "Hear, hear!" when the letter 
was read out previously. \Vas he going to 
back up Yl:r. Aird, the electoral registrar in 
Longreach, when he •,aid that the bench 
would reject any claim not properl;r filled 
in, and would not allow such abbreviations 
as "N.S.vV." for New South Waks, "Vic." 
for Victoria, and "Q'land" for Queensland? 
vVas tho Home Secretary going to allow such 
small, insignificant things to deprive a man 
from haYing a. vote? vVhat objection could 
the Home Secretarv or anv other fair­
minded man take to- a man's -address being 
given as '·care of the Au·.,tralian "'--r orkers' 
:union office," where his letters always went? 
What corruption could there be in that? 
There was no po,;sibility of giYing any other 
honP~t addrc<-;. .\!though the man might 
be living at an hotel or boa,·ding-house, he 
would have hts lc>ttcrs sent to the Aus­
tr:>lian \Yorkers' Union office, because the 
secretary of tl;,o organisation ""-as ahvays in 
touch ,,-ith the men, and knew >>"hether they 
"ere shearing in the shed or were in the 
town, with the result that they would get 
their letters when they were out shearing. 
The hotel-keeper or· the boarding-house 
keeper would not know where the man was, 
but the secretarv of the \ustralian \Yorkers' 
Union would. 'rt ':Could not be fair if a 
notification to strike a man's name off the 
roll wac sent to the hotel, as it might lie 
there for a couple of months, but if the letter 
went to the office of the Australian vv· ork?rs' 
Union tho man would be sure to get it. Un­
less the Home Secretary had made up hi; 
mind to squeeze thes·· men out of their 
votes--

The Ho>JE SECRETARY: Oh, no ! 

:\fr. P AYKE: He had strong doubts. 
The • Hmm SECRETARY: \Veil, if you ap­

proach the matter from That point of view I 
ha.,-o nothing more to say. 

Mr. PAYNE : lie had very ctrong doubts 
-knowing tho circumstances of the occupa­
tions which those men followed-whether the 
Hon. the Home Secretary was not placing 
-grrat obstacles in the way. 

The Ho:vrE SECRErARY: What has the Gu­
vernment to do with the office? 

Mr. O'SuLLIVAN: They carry· out your 
instructions. 

The Ho:uE SECRETARY: No, we never give 
them any instructions of that character. 

Mr. PAYNE: Did an electoral registrar 
ever send a notice to an elector? 

The HoME SECRETARY : Of course he does, 
in conformity with the Act. 

[11-iT. L,md. 

::VI:r. P _\ YXE: But he was pointing out 
that unless he sf.'nt it to the address where 
those electors' letterJ bad been addressed 
for years, the probabilities were that they 
would not get it for some months. 

The Ho:uE SECRETARY: I will answer that. 
:\ir. PAYXE: Then, he wanted the Home 

Secretary to consider that pa_rt of th<; letter 
with rPfcrence to a mau havmg to give the 
exact date of his birth. Men might know 
that thev were born in a certain month, but 
they COuld no£ teJl the < Kact date, and, if 
the exact date was not put in, was the ap­
plication going to be thrown out? He hope~ 
the Committee would obstruct the vote unttl 
the :Vlinister g·a ve some answer to the ques­
tions which had been asked. 

::Wr. HAMILTON (Gr,oor11) >,lid he could 
corroborate the sht<'mont of the hon. mem­
ber for Mitchell that a great many who fol­
lowed the occupation of. shearing had t~e 
Australian \Yorkers' Umon office as their 
addrc,s, as the socretar.v of their union al­
ways. knew whero thcv were. He, therefore, 
saw no reason why tbat addr••,s should not be 
allm•·ed. \YhY did :Vh·. Aird, the electoral 
registrar at L'ongreach, have a different mode 
of filling in claim forms from that adopted 
b:: other rq·istrars in Queensland". The J\Im­
i li'r stated that he nt'Yer sent out mstructtons 
to the rc·"istrars. \Vhv then, should ::\1r. 
)\ircl take ''it upon hims;•lf to t·l! applic;ants 
that in addition to their countn· of ongm, 
the,: must shte the town in which thPy were 
bor!t, and the very date of their birth? 

The HmiE SECRETARY: That is what I am 
going to find out. \Yhen that instruction y, ~s 
first .nentionPd in the House, I thought It 
cam0 from thP head ofl-icc, and I had to 
hack it up, ,;hatcver it was. (Opposition 
laughte;·.) 

::\Ir. HAMILTON: It seemed from what 
the Home "ecretary uid. that Mr. __ \ird 
alone was responsible for the issuP of those 
instmctions. He (::\lr. Hamilton) had ftl!Pd 
in a great many claim fo:ms. and had C'X'll 

many others fiil~d in by otlwr _pc•rsoEs, and 
he did not remember one caoe m wh1ch the 
t.<J,Vn -whore a rnan was born ,v,_.l.,s given. 
'There were thoumnds of men who could 
not tell exactlv il1e date of thoir birth. 
Ho know that 'he ldt homo when he was 
only a few months old, and that until he 
wrote home and got partteulars ho was a 
vear out in the date of his birth. ~Iany 
lH'rsons who came from _tho ~ld countrv _were 
born before tho Reg1strahon of Births, 
Deaths, and Marriages Act came into opera­
tion so that it was vcrv difficult for them 
to ,;.ot the exact date o.f their birth. The 
matter of fillino· up application forms should 
be made as si~ple as possible, as long. as 
there were r0asonable safeguards. Mr .• \Ird 
had evidentlv taken a lot on himself. 

The HO:IIE. SECRETARY : He has .. 

Mr. HAMILTON: He thought Mr. Aird 
should be called over the coals. 

The Hoi\!E SEcm;TARY: He has already 
been c.1lled upon for an explanation. 

::Yir. IIAJI.iiLTON: The head office should 
send out "orne simple instructions to all 
registrars, so that there might be uniformity 
in filling up the form~. There sh'!uld be 1:10 
sending out <;>f instructt'?ns _b;r_I'!divtd~al regts­
trars accordt·ng to thetr mdtvtdual mterpre­
tations of the law. 

The HOlliE SECRETARY: There won't be 
after this. 



Supply. [6 NOVEYlBER.] Supply. 1795 

~<Ir. IL\::\ULTO?-:: Tiw result of rejecting 
apphcatwns on the grounds mentionpcJ in 
Mr. Airel's instructions 'Yonld be that the 
pel :>Olls concc>rnod 't,·onld haYe to SQnd i11 
fresh applicationc. Certainly :>Jr. .\ircl 
should he called oYer the coals for his actim1. 

The Hmm SECRETARY: He is going to be, 
::\Ir. GILDAY (ItJw,.-,,) wished to !n,ow 

what was the r1•~son that such a large l"'r· 
centa.~e of cl?ctors in Ithaca, who still oc­
cupwu the resid<mccs in which thPy had liYecl 
for years, had been <~clvertis2cl since the last 
revision court as haYing left the di,trict. 
IIP d1•l not sugg ''' th •t thf! blanw for this 
rest<:'d with the department, but thought the 
troubl•: arose from th< who :were o!cnt out 
to ~·nviF-0 the rolls not knowing the boun­
danes of the electorate. He held that any 
pc"on who attempted to have tho name o'f 
an elector romm·ed from the roll without a 
legitimate reason should be fined. 

The Hmm SECRETARY: He has to lodge 
5s. with his objection. 

Mr. GILDAY: \Yas that so under tho 
orig-inal Act? 

The HmrE SECRET,\RY: Yes. 

Mr. GILDAY: . Then the department 
should be m a pos1hon to collec;, a number 
of fiye shillings. 

The Hmm SECRE1'ARY: As it happens, moot 
f~l.the objcctwrH lodged ha Ye k·cn succe, 3• 

:\lr. GILD~'>. Y: He would cite a couple of 
cases winch occuned in his dPe orate. A 
man r~amc>d :\i[artin K<•ogh and his wif • hac! 
hY<'cl Ill Guthm, ,treot for the la•ct scY,'nteen 
:n"ar, ; the !nan. "\YUs a loconlO~ i\~0 c1riY<>r, aEd 
had not l.ft lns hou ,e during that time f'{­

(>-'I?t 1Yhen ho \vas .~v, ~ty on his cn:;+,~c bt"hVPen 
Bnsbane and G:;dlpi·, ··et. he "'"; notifi,•d 
that he had "left th0 district." Tht n• were 
1~0 oth{: persons .?f the name of J{oogh 011 

t wt c,cctoral rorl. Two brothers ncnwcl 
Roberts were knocked of[ the roll for a simi-
1;w rpa;,Jn. thouvh th( ',· ~till liYec1 in. t 1w 
same !?lace .. The name of Stephf'n Sheldon, 
who ln-~-cl 1n tho SoucLtn E--t.ato. ,-, 8'=' aLo 
remoYccl from th'' roli, thon~h tlw name· of 
hb son and wife '• •.'rG rehinecl on the roll. 
. The I-I mE SECRET \RY: They act imp. r­

t!ally, because thev had rcmoYed the name 
of :\Irs, :'tppe! fro•n the roll, though she h:.'" 
becl11 hYing at he"" re,idoncc since ~"he "'"'as 
-si '< years of aze. 

::\Ir. GILDAY: He was not saying that 
only the names of one party were removed 
from the roll,_ but was pointing out that 
names were Improperly removed. There 
;"as something wrong with the system, and 
1t should be altered. Ho noticed that Mr. 
Rose, . one of th_e el~ctoral registrars, had 
be~n m .the. serviCe smce 1879, and was ap­
pomtecl to his present position in 1900. Since 
that elate he had only received one rise of 
£10. That officer was not getting a fair 
deal, and he was the worst-treated officer 
in the department to-clay. Mr. Harris, the 
vther electoral registrar,. was appointed to 
the Government service in 1883 and to his 
pres~nt position in 1902, and he only had 
an mcrease of £10 since his appointment. 
Ther<; was something wrong, as the work 
of th1s department had increased very much 
in the last two or three years. These two 
vfficers did' their work well and conscien· 
tiously, and they should get a fairer deal 
than they were receiving at the present time. 
Be hoped that the revision of the rolls 

would be done in a much better wav than 
it had been dono in the past, s;_, that 
people who never left their electorates would 
not have their names marked off the rolls. 

::VIr. FIHELLY (Paddington) agreed· with 
the hon. member for Ithaca, that there 
, hould be some more efficient method of 
cloaling with the electoral rolls. At the 
p:·csent time the Police Department did not 
work in harmony with the Electoral De­
partment. A cal)able policeman would be 
put on to collect names in a certain dis· 
trict, and when he was half way through his 
,work, he would be transferred to the 
country. The Home Secretary was in charg& 
of both departments, and he should see that 
when a policeman started canvassing in a 
metropolitan district that he was kept at 
that work until he had completed the elec­
toral roll ho was engaged on. 

The HoME SEcRETARY: The Commissioner 
for Polico is entirely in charge of that busi· 
ness. I have nothing to do with it. 

Mr. FIHELL Y : The Home Secretary 
should see that the Commissioner did some­
thing in that direction. 

The HOME SECRETARY: I haYe got no 
authority. 

Mr. FIHELL Y: The hon. gentleman could 
make that explanation, but what good was 
it to hon. me·dbers or to th0 people outside? 

The Ho:~rE SECRETARY: Tho Commissioner 
has authority under hie own Act. 

~\Ir. FIIIELLY: What nonseme! Tlie 
Homo SPcr•.'tary was the Minister in charge 
of th<' department, ccnd he had full authority. 
IVa.: he going to give over to the Commis­
sioner of Police full autonomy? The Com· 
n1i·':"_,iorcr sc _Lccl to bL a •o:.-,::rci~-n \vit.hin 
a sovereign State, and if he Jik.ecl he ne0d not 
v,ork in harmony with the Electoral Office. 

The HO}!E SECHETARY: I have given power 
in the Elcdions Bill to tho Principal Elec­
toral Registrar to demand what the hon. 
gentJcn1an is dealing '"ith. 

Mr. FIHELLY: That was better, as some­
thing of thrrt natura was wanted. Messrs. 
Rcoo and Harris could not possiblv do their 
work efficiently if they were not assisted in 
the right way by the police. The Police 
Force contained m,any capable men, but 
they were not all good canvassers, and the 
Home Secretar;v knew from his experience 
of canvassers for the Liberal party that 
every man wa'• not a good canvasser. That 
being so, he should put on a good can~ 
vasser to do the work and keep him at it. 
He was glad that the Minister was going 
to suspend Mr. Airel. 

The HOME SECRETARY: No. He will be 
called upon to furnish a report. 

Mr. FIHELL Y: Any officer who acted as 
::Mr. Airel had acted should be dealt with 
immediately. 

The HoME SECRETARY : I quite agree with 
you that inquiry should be made. 

Mr. FIHELLY: Any officer who said that 
"N.S.W." did not stand for New South 
\Vales, that "Q'ld" did not stand for 
Queensland, and that " Vic." did not stand 
for Victoria should be suspended forthwith. 
Such a person should not be left in a respon­
sible position. He should be suspended. 
Three of the questions that had to be an­
swered by people applying for a vote were 

J11 r. F 1'helly.] 
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" \Vh,_re \Yere you born?" "\Vhen were you 
born'?" and "Ho1v did you arrive in this 
S~atc ':" An old lady came to him to-day 
\nth an 0lectoral form to sign and sho could 
not answer i:hose questions. She knew that 
she '·as Lorn in tho old country, but could 
not say whore, and she did not know when. 
nor dicl she knov, how she came to Qunms­
lhll(l. The explanation wa' simnlc. She 
arrived here '.:hen she "a· t\\ o ·or thrBe 
years of age, her parents died "vhen sho was 
a baby. and ho 8imply grew up, like Topsy. 
\Yas tho Home Secretary going to allow 
that old lady to have a vote? 

The IImm SEORET.\RY: I hope she will not 
be depri vod o' her vote. Is she on the Toil? 

~.lr. FIHELLY: ='lo, he ,cnt in tho c'aim 
that d<·y. Probably the compul .or.; v Jting 
had frightened the old ladv. She did not 
tro·.1Lle to ·:ot on the eb:toral roll before, 
be. ause "he could not ansy;cr th" questioth•. 
She pointed out that she could not get on 
the ekctoml roll b~cnuse she could not 
anw·· or the question-;, and if she did no' 
get h0r name on the electoral roll she would 
be rim d, ·-o what was .• he to do? The 
effie ;r.o in tlH; Eluctocl De,lartment did good 
-..vork, bu.t the;vv did lJOt havC' proper as~ist­
nm·:'. He trnsti>cl tho Home Secretary would 
do f-orn:~thlug to plac"~~ ther:1 on a lJetfcr foot­
ing. llc ~,,.onld r('r,orniYl('~d that election dav 
shoilld bo proclaim0d a general holiday 
throughout the State;, and that the young 
cled;:s in the pubFc senic0 c,houlcl be em­
ploycod as poll ckrks. At prnont thcoy seemed 
to r<:'ly almost entirely upon old mun to aCt 
as poll clerk.;; in fact, they seemed to em­
ploy what mig·ht bo called c'lsual labour to 
do the.t important work. At the recent. Com­
monwealth clcc~ion he noticed that where­
ever young poll clerks were employed tho 
work wa·- done mw h mor•e rapidly and 
0fficientlv than -_,.her<' old men were em­
ployed. and he was oure the Principal Elec. 
tara! Registrar "auld appreciate the a .,ist­
ance of the ,-ounger monbers of the public 
service. ~ 

}lr. P A Y='IE: It was only fair before Mr. 
Aird ,,·as ;:rspendod that he should read the 
Home Sec···tary the f1rst paragraph of the 
letter which that officer wrote·-

" Sir,-I a1:1 directed by tho chairman 
of tho bench of mo.gistratc3 to forward 
you specimen copie•; of claima for persons 
wishing to be enrolled as electors for 
tho Mitchell cli~trict, awl wonlcl be 
pleased if you would put them before 
any person making out a clain1." 

He would like the Homo S·-crotarj' to s~.cy 
who was the chairman of tho bench of magis­
trates. H0 was Vf rv doubtful if it was JHr. 
Burrowes, the police magi'·trate. 

The Hmm SECRET.\RY' I believe it is; but 
I have asked to be supplied with the in­
formation. 

Mr. PAY='IE h:>rdly thought it was. Mr. 
Airel had the reputation in tho Mitchell dis­
trict of being a bus:.-body, and of hking -a 
lot of thing.'. on his own shoulders, and he 
wanted the Hom0 S"cl·etarv to make in­
quiric; b0·'om h8 did an_. thing in the matter. 
If ho had tabm it upon himulf to write 
such a letter, he wanted pulling up. Here 
was anoth·~r paragrc1ph from th(:! letter-

" It i •!so requested that all clairr.~­
be filled in, in a· plain writing as pos­
siblf·, as wo find flourishe, very h:•rd to 
decipher, and it cdso prolongs the court 
unnecc .:sarily.'' 

Of course, it would take longer to read bad 

[M'~'. Fihelly. 

'Triting than good writing, but it \Vas going 
too fm· if claims "•rc to be rejcctc.l because 
the .. riting was noc copperplate. The edu­
cation of many of tho men \Yho had helped. 
to make Queensland the pro perous State 
it \Yas to-da·.-. had. unfortunately for them-
8clyc;;, bc2n ~ neglPcted, .and it "-auld be a 
Ini::::PrEl blc thing_ if, beca,u P :1 nwn got hi.:; 
mate to fill in his clai:n for him. and the 
'~ riting did n )t happen to be copperplate, it 
wa-. liable to bo rejed0cl. IIe hoped the 
hon. f~:·entlt ·11an V'\'Ould n1ake inquiries. 

The Ho· E SEC'RUAHY' Th<' hon. member 
m'c t renwmber that. wl"cn that letter was 
fi1 ,t <J'lO: cd hPrC'. I " char~wl Yvith bPing 
at the head of it. Of course, I have had 
in(-:. lirics 1nado ,ince thon. 

Mr. P A Yl\:''B~ : It w:.t, naturally thoug·ht 
that no s1· borclinatc ofncvr of the clrpartment 
would take it upon hiP1self to .rite such a 
letter. 

The HO}!E s~cRET.\RY: I nni drall: con· 
duc!Pd d llrct th. t it had emau dc·d from 
J ;,c he .cl office. 

.:\Ir. HDIILTON' As a mattn of fact, Mr. 
Airel is ::-tn officer of the Lands Dcpartrnent. 

'I'h<' Ho. m SECHET'cRY: y,'; he says that 
the ('hairn:wn of thP lK•nch of !Hagi,t.t·at-cs in­
f.~Tuctcd hin1 to write lho letter. I can a~nure 
thP hun. nwmber he \vill Eot do it again. 

;',lr. PAYXE: Some justice··· out there Yvere 
as nau.·o'v a.:; it \Yas po~sible for thcrn to be, 
unci he hoped the Home Se~rdar:• \\ ·mld not 
allm: any bench of squatters to deprive a 
working man of his vote. 

The b ll indicated that the hon. member's 
time had < ,{pired. 

Mr. ROBEhTS (Ecut 1'oo.:·ormkt\ regret­
ted that the matter just referred to by the 
hon. member fo. :Ylitclwll had Lc·n brought 
up in that Chamber at all. A considerable 
amount of time could haYe been saved if it 
had been brought under the Home Sccre­
tur:-'s notice outside the House altogether. 
lie quite agreed with the han. member for 
Paddinr.;tou t1lat it Y:as frequently very dif­
ficult for people to state the dat<' of their 
birth and where they were born. The re;; .... on 
of requiring the date of birth to be giYen 
was that it was thought that a large number 
of appli< c.nts for enrolment. were . under 
twenty-one :;ears of age, and 1t ',-,vs JUst as 
well th<·t inquiries -hould be marlo in such 
cases. Personally, he would pref<:'r to sec 
the paragraph struck out CJf tht· application 
form. He thought the time had arrived 
\Yhcn election agents and private indiYiduals 
should be prevented from getting people's 
names pluced on the electoral rolls. and he 
would sugrrcst tktt there shoulr! be an offi­
C'er in cv'Cfv district to attend to that work. 
Probably tl;c police ctation would be tho most 
com·cnient place for people to go to apply for 
er:mlment. }; n oflicer oft he Police Force conic! 
iill in all tho annYers to quest.ion3 on tho claim 
fcmn, and th .. ·n inquirin could be made whero 
nec-ce,ary. He thou;£ht that a s~·stcm of that 
;;,ort would pi~eycnt n1istakes being made. 
They got no end of duplications on the rolls, 
1:1nd numbf'r;;.: of n~me') on cliffc rpnt, rolls in 
Q·wcnsland, because in different c .. ;ntres they 
found men out tv..-a and thrcf> night; in the 
v·eck on the street with a candle a skin,- people 
h get their name'> put on the roll. Ho had 

se-~n n1cn in Gf ,1rtre street. Bris­
[4.30 p.m.] bane, under the influence of liquor, 

bcinQ' asked if their , names were 
on the roll. He w·-ntcd to get a complete 
roll and a cl0an roll, and if th0 sugg0stion 
he had made were adopte•l, the few pounds~ 
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it 'YculLl cost ·.··::mld be well worth the ex· 
lJen6ntr(~; and the Opposition, who paid 
~con',\ of ugP!ltS for that class of work, \Yould 
'JaYe a considt>rablo su1n of n1oney. 

::Jr. lL\ ~,tlL"£'0~ : You hav-e an organiser in 
n1y dis4 ric no-··.'. 

:::r. R0111<~H,TS: lie kno\ 7 that th~·rn \VCL: 

Libt ral organi ·Jers, but he ·wanted to get rid 
of the .>1. r:.' present systmn led 'o 
-·~on. ._. 1d i£ there \YDr ~ son1·~ publi·J 
wh·•re pL~oplL' could 2,'0 ancl n1akc application 
for cnrohnent, it ·would f!av<:. trouble after· 
\, J.rds. In the cas· of invalids, ,d1o we o ull-
able to att.er d the unir ~ to th(~ir n:1n1es 
on the rf'll, t~lC ofl:iccr in c>lld be 
notiL,•J. and he could _md out r__n oflicPr to 
.._, ·_:t he n~cc:."ary af-rJlicntion fo..._·ln .J.-illed in. 
I-Ie bcl~e, Gel such r s~ '.tern v,as ; ~w rivht 
t~1iLg-, and the day •\ ould co_;_nc 'vhC'n they 
would adopt a s~ :~ten1, and thereby get 
a cL .~ll roll in laud. 

:Gir. DE.tlTUA:VI (Jlanc): Tho hon. mem· 
1c_ for _East 'Toowoom\a had exprL~.'3ecl th 

opjnion th'1t the• pre' e1.L app~:c._tLcn fonn for 
cnrolnL n: f:hould b(~ an1ended, as he did uot 
bolion' in persons being compelled to state 
the date of their birth. It was a r0markahh 
thinr that thut hon. rncn1bt•r did not :sup1_;ort 
tL.) L111our party last ::-ear \Yhc?J. they tr;<-:d 
to 1 JYP thee J,nFe amended, and he (Mr. 
B£'rt-~.~nl) y,~ntpred to '-:a.:-T, if an atL•mpt ,,_;s 
maL1c ~his ye:1.r to amend that claus" in the 
Ele tions Act. tho hon. member would bo 
fomd 3'.lpporting- the Go,·.'rnment. He pre­
sur1ef1. :··.Pin~:.· tha the GoY\_.,rnmcnt could 
give in~roa•.es to none hut hi:rhly pcid officers 
In tLe .. --·rvic,·_, that it v: ,)uld be irnpossible to 
giYe an increas0 to the hvo officpr~ 1ncntion0d 
b,· momlH'rs of the Opposit.ion. He had 
brour::ht thr: n1atter up lt.st ~·ear, .and thPn 
intin1at;p:-1 that those ofricLrs had be1_ n in 1.hn 
seT vier> for 1-tlirty .r-.r forty yC>al 8, and ·,· c -rp 

not h :n~ ad· quuteh pad for th<' ·v·mk :hoy 
pl'l'fm'l1cd. r:fho llorne Secn;tar~? hnd th<'n 
st'lh~d tlu .. t. Eh 1 n .n1t of pa~ .. ing th0 Llr c­
tions Act of 1913, additional y, ork v·ould hP 
im:Dosf'd on thof'c' of!~cers, and tlnt ,,·hen tho 
EsHn:ttr>~ \VC'rt bejr;r considered t.his yt"-tr, 
co11<;ider 1tion ""~Yould 1~-- r:iven t ). thn nwtt+-•r. 
It well known that, as a rE's:tlt of the 

:c BiH this session. further additirnal 
work ould b(' thro,vn on tho·,,e omcers. and 
i-hc P1( •tions ncx11 ~Tc·.r \Vo•1ld inYolvt~ a g_T"lt 
deal of h<'aY;' 'York, and. notwith tn]]{ling tl1e 
fact that the GoYPrnment hc<l decided noi' to 
giye f:t nera1 incrC'aR!- -·, C(J1~Ricl<el~ation might 
haYC' h '('TI .ciy ~n to thos( df- ., rviflg of.i.cC'rs. 
1-1c "~ovJd not hr1ve ~ :id 0110 T· ord had it not 
hnen fnr t1H"' fnct that 1nPl.-t1scs '".Pl"e b0ing 
givert to hig-hlv paid officers. 

Tho Ji o·,;·E ~X:,..RE'L\RY: ~ o; no7 in the 
Hnmn Deportn10nt. 

:'lk BER'lR_\~~: Tho Committee had -:lis· 
cu:~;-;rd 0110 Hw oth(--:~ dav. H0 rc'-.rrPtt.ecl ex­
ceeding];~· th:·t tho oflice"rs to 'vhom h' had 
n 'err ,c) and other uncl.Pr-paid officers in the 
serYic _, ,,-ere not to receive increases. 

:N1r. BARBER IBnndaberg): The hon. 
mombor for Rast Toowoomba had sng-gested 
a new method of PnrolmPnt, bnt nrohlJ hl:v the 
hor. nwmlwr did not consider that a 
majorit:: of the electors who had the greatest 
difficulty in getting on the roll at the pre· 
sent time, and in keeping on the roll when 
they were there. Wc\re people who could not 
afford to lose time in order to come to town 
to the office wh0re those officials were located. 
A very large number of people could onlv 
get into town on Saturday nights, and if 

the method suggested were adopted, it would 
be a mi ·:erable farce. He thoroughly con­
curred in what one or bvo 1nembers of the 
Opposition had said n garding the ver:;· low 
· ;daric· received by two of!;cers in the de­
partrnent, and those tv. o n1cn were rc· pon­
r.:il1'-' fo:: ninP-tenths of the \York of the 
Electoral Department. It must haYe been 
quite patent to every member of the Hou8e 
thd '\'hen the redi.;tribution of scats took 
pL ee a year or two c g:J, that those two men 
had to \ ·ork practically night and day, and 
he had never hcud the Home Secretary say 
that they y-ere getting any increase or any­
thin<r in the sha.Je of a bonus or overtime 
paytncnt. Tho;,'2 t\v_J n1cn had to ascertan1 
in what cL,ctorate thousands of people in 
the nwtrorJoljt tn area '' '-}re really in, <as the 
p.· lple th,•msolvcs did not kno·,,· whmo the 
linn of dmnarcatioll v. as drawn between the 
rc·"'Jcc~iY0 nwtronolitan ekctoratL -.. In that 
on0 iustancu ulo1:e those two n1cn had a tro­
rncndon.; an.·)unt of extra y,ork to do. a•1d in 
th<' past ·:.he:: had been verv harsh!:-· treated in 
onlv ,'' rtinc : n increasR of etbout £10 for a 
eonsirll!rable l1lliTI'8r d veah. At the )aqt 

election, owi_,g i)robab1y to the rc­
,t~,ibntio:l of sC'rtts. sotnc mistake'' may 

'. (~ bc<:.''"l rnadP 'vhen the na1ncs 'vero trans­
f'"'rn cl to the provi~-ional roll, v,nd then B gain 
frena the provis'onal roll to the !Hinted roll 
that was usC'd a·~, the clodion, and Roveral 
BntH~ be x electors \vhen the"~ Y. ent to the 
poll fonnd their r• ar_1(><:-' \Yerc not on the 
roll. Tho'o people had nm·.,r left +"' place, 
but throu,:rh sonic error on sonH:bod:, 's part 
• heir rw .nos did not a.ppear on the ne'v roll. 
He (:\Ir. Barber) came do>Yn to the Principal 
Electoral R0~-istrar, nnd that gentl('n1an gave 
hi:11 everY as"i·t1noo he could. He pointed 
on" thac ·the name• being left c rr the roll, 
t~n·ough no fault of tlv., dcpartrncnt, so far as 
he could se.·. he could not help them. He 
wantnd the hon. member to look into the 
matter, becJ.u•, • it we1s quite po'sible that 
when the next elEdion came round they 
would find similar ea,os to those to which 
ho referred. aud it was very hard that 
·.,·orthv citizens who had livrl for y<>ars in 
the State and in one 0lomnrato should. 
throu··h the error of the Printing· Office or 
some GoYernment ofEcial, be depriYed of the 
franchise. \Yhat he had stated took place 
in · ·Veral electorates. and he was quite safe 
in :::avintr that at the la::;t ge-neral election 
hund;eds~ of people were clisfranchiserl in the 
rcame wav. In the filling in of the el8ctoral 
claims there wa" veiv often what the elec­
toral off\cer co!1>.iclered to be £ome t.,chnical 
informality, through which the persons ':·ho 
filled them in were debarred from gettmg 
0n tho roll at the eourt at which the elaims 
were considered. Referring once more to 
what took place in Bundaberg the other 
da)'. he was quito safe in saying that '?ut 
of 113 claims ,, hich were rejected, the maJor 
part would he thrown out simply because, in 
answering the questions as to whether they 
had been bona fide residents of Queensland 
for t"·elve months, thc,y had answered the 
question, " In '"hat district or where?" by 
<1nswering " Bundaborg," instead of Bun? a­
bore and district. It was a peculiar thmg 
ab~ut that charming sweet district of Bnn­
.~abe"g- th,,t a ~arge number of men who 
went "there to work in the sugar industry 
were altogether iznorant of the boundaries 
of the electorate. 

ThP HmiE SF-C'<FTARY: The organisers who 
get them to sign the claims are not. 

Mr. Barber.] 
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:VIr. BARBER: What had the hon. mem­
ber got to say about the organi,ers? 
Although that lying report appeared in the 
" Courier"--

The Ho:IIE SECRETARY: It is true, abso­
lutely true. 

Mr. BARBER: The office from which 
that lying stabment emanated had not the 
courage to publish the last paragraph in 
their own paper. All that was referred to 
there~and he knew that the police magis­
h·ate did it~wa,, that the police magistrate 
called the attention of tho claimants in 
seYora1 instance:; to the care}(lc.;s 1nanner in 
which they (the claimants) had answered the 
questions. But that gentleman d1d not sa:: 
what appeared in the "Courier"~that tho 
police magistrate practically censured the 
pe,"ple who filled in th0 claims. Ever:· man 
whose claim w:h filled in \1 as justly entitled 
to he on the roll. 

Tho Hmm SECRETARY: They were fraudu­
lent claims. fraudulr•1t claims ! 

?Jr. BARBER : If the hon. member says 
that. he says what is absolutely untrue. 

Thn IImm SECI!ETARY: Fiddk•ticks! 

Mr. BARBER: Th,.ro vvas no fiddle:;tickR 
about it. The otatcment is not in accordance 
with fact. 

The H mrL SECtET.mY : The court found 
other"· ise. 

Mr. BARBER: \Vhy, the Eon. the Min­
ister for _-'\.griculture know·:· as well as I do, 
yet he has tho insufferable gall and cheok--

Th, CH URJ\L\.N: Order! The hon. 
member nw:cc not usc unparliamentary 
languagu. 

:\h. BAHBER: The Hon. the Minister for 
Agriculture had the impertinonco and cheek 
to 'ay, ','hen he called his attention to the 
same thing. thr~t a large number were not 
in the electorate at all. 

Tho HollE S:ECRETAHY: You were bowled 
out this time. 

:\lr. BARBER: He .,·as not. At the very 
time they were rejected 7J per c cnt. of the 
claimants were to be found in the electorate 
of the Secncary for Agriculture. l-Ie knew 
very well that a considerable number of the 
men had left thP mill where thev had been 
working when the claim- were· made, but 
they vvere working in sornP part of the iVIns­
grave electorate, and thD Minister for Agri· 
cultnre knew it as well as he did. 'I'he major 
portion of those who work--d in the Musgrave 
district al··. avs referred to that district as 
" Bundabcrg;" or " Bundaberg district," 
and the hon. member knew it, and that 
seemed to him to be the technicality which 
caused a large number of the claims to be 
thrown out the other day. What was the 
Home Secretary going to do to meet thoee 
cat:0S? 

The HmrE SECRET.\RY: See thu,t only men 
whu are entitled get on the roll. 

::lir. BARBER: 'l'h<'y were entitled. 
1'ho Hm\1~ SECHETARY: The; were not; the 

court found utherwisc. 

Mr. BARBER: Of course, they made a 
big point simply h·cause they put "Bunda­
herg," instead of "Bundabcrg and district." 
vVhv. there was not rourn on the electoral 
claims to go intn all the d<-tails about your 
genealogy and p0digrec and autobiogra,Ph:v, 
and all that sort of thing, running back 

[l!fr. Barber. 

for sixteen gcnuations like the Homo Se?re­
t.,rv had inflicted on the House at a pn nous 
sitt'ing. Yon would require a couple of fair­
size"·! volume•: to do it. If these men were 
to appl~· at the next court. would the Home 
Secrctarj· allow thun to g·et on the roll? 

The H o: IE SECHET.\RY : If they arc entitled 
thev v>ill Le put on; if they are not, they 
>voll't. 

Mr. BARBEH : They wore entitled. At the 
time they applied to get on the roll eyeryone 
of the:o1 pofsessed the nerhsary res1dent1al 
qualification. (Government laughter.) 

The HmiE SECHJ.:TARY: ::\onsense! You aro 
only trying to cover up your trac~{_~-

)lr. BARBER: That was all y_o~1 got from 
the hou. member. The very pohtical atrnos­
pher · of Qucc'nslanc1 :vas v_itiated and reekc'd 
with the st"nch of tms trymg to keep people 
eli the rolL To go k:ck to his lint know­
ledge of Qucenslancl t•:>enty-four year, ':'go, 
thev had it in the Bulcock days, and ng·ht 
dcn~rn the last qu-.,rtel_· of a century the same 
dc"stardly sorb of thing v, a:, perpetrated on 
the majority of the3o people vv-h'? had no 
protect ::m excnpt on tlw Labour "de. An~ 
l-lwn the-.. \·ere told that th2y w.::re not quali-
fied. -

The Ho.:tE SECRET"\RY: They are not. 

JHr. BAitBEH: lf the han. lnemb•_r said 
that c.ntsidc, he (1\h-. Har0cr) would express 
himseif mo.·e strongly than he was allowed 
to do in that House. 

The bell indieated that portion of tho hon. 
member's time had expned. 

Mr. BARBER: He had another five 
minutes. Some of the electoral registrars 
"~-ere not so exacting as iv u:,.k thc.sc people 
t.o rc:nernber everything that had cc;c~u~rcd 
in their live·. Hundr~C:s of p• )ple of his ae­
QUo intancc could not tell the c.ldo of the 
n1onth on which thw,~ .. ,.,Tere born, or en)n 
giv; tho mouth or the': <tr, m.d if the business 
outlined in th~ circular ''as g:omg to be 
carried out they would d\sfranch1se hundred~ 
of others. He had never seen suc11 a lot ot 
rubbi: ~l as ;,;,,as set out there. A 1nm~ or 
won1an \vas ·~· . .sked to write practically 1n a 
neat hand. If they had applied that test to 
a large number of the civil ser mnts vv-hen 
thev paesed the examination, . a lot of those 
,,-ho were in the service to-day would not 
have Sllcceoded. These men, boys of the 
moleskins, flannels, who had not had t_hc op­
portunity of education. thrc,ugh h":vmg to 
.-.tart to work early m hfc, who had )llOI:eNed 
the country and helped to build up our mdus­
tric .,, and who had prov-ided the ~non:"• to 
a large extent, to g-iyc frC>e c·duca_hon 1n our 
schools o.ncl universitin. whcrPb:· 1t had been 
rr::1do no,sible for town people to i;d n liberal 
, due dcion~the;e m<>n were compelled to 
"ork outside, a_nd yc>t they were; _tu~;lCd down 
b·><"auso theY did not dot the1r 1 s or cress 
thci·, "fs.'.' 

The HO}IE SECRETARY : Piffie, piftle ! 

:~lr. BARBER: Th~ hon. gent!cir.an was 
a past master at it. HP thouQ"ht yc-·erday, 
~':hen th.P Horn(~ Sccr0ttry said he first saw 
tho lirrht in BrLbanc, that hD n1US': hnYe como 
under~ th,· domin:J.ting influence of :\lr. Bul­
cock, anrt l('D.rnt pnl11c Yf'f;"-7 qurcr lcF9o:r:s 
.here. 'When the hon. gentlomm' s"Ot up m 
t:l<' Houoe and appc'lled to tho p~oplc out­
"ido, it reminded him of an old ca:nng ""hJCh 
was applicnblr to tl1P hon. :;.'ntleman. '·He 
nro>c"teth bo much." Tho hon. ;;entlcman 
protcstc r1 that the'.' had got the best clcc-
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toral franchise in the world. vYhat was the 
good of giving a broad franchise if they do­
libcTatc•ly blocked people who wore qualified 
just as much as tho hon. gentleman? 'l'hese 
people had to earn their bread and butter 
outside, ancl they were deliberately, scandal­
on::,ly, and dastardly robb«l of their fran-chise. 
I! he ore the Home Secretary he would 
do anything before he \Vould descend to such 
dirty and sctmdalous work. 
* The SECRET ~RY FOR AGRICULT"GRE 
was surprised at the indignation of tho hon. 
member for Bundaber;;. (Hear, hear !) Ho 
did not want to go into mock heroics about 
the rights of electors, but ho thought thoro 
was no one in the Hous~ who wished to de­
prive tho honest man of a vote. (Hear, 
hear!) He was going to give one or two 
instances of the rnen 'vho were applying to 
be put on the roll. There was one man who 
did not want to be put on the roll, and he 
told one of the Labour organisers in the dis­
trict who wanted to put {tim on the roll that 
he had onl.) been in Queensland for three 
months; that he had come from South Aus­
tralia, and that he had onl0 been ten days 
in the Musgrave electorate. The organiscr 
replied, " Don't mind that; that is all right. 
You go on the roll." That was an actual 
case, as the man came and told him at ~he 
court. 

!I.Ir. Krmv."': \YhPro is that man working? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGJUC"GLTGRE: 
1-Ie was not going to i:nplicatc that man, as 
the"; knew what the result would be if it ,. 
known to the Labour organiscr", in the Bun 
daberg and ::\iusgr,,ve electorates. Another 
man had just come from Rockhampton. and he 
told them, whu they wanted to put him on 
tho roll, that ho had only been there ten 
d'cs. and said he did not want to sign his 
narrlC', but they ~,aid, ·'Sign your nan1o." 
The gentlmnan \Yho was croing round gotti,Ig­
thes' names was tho champion roll-stuffer of 
Quecn'Jand. (Opposition diss<eut.) Ho \vould 
r< eel an extract from tho "Bunda berg Mail," 
of Tuesday, 3rd November-

,, George H: land, called by :\Ir. Hamil­
ton, deposed : I am a labour~r, residing 
in Sussex street, South Brisbane; tho 
claim prorluced is witnessed bv me; I 
have no l:no""ledge of havmg St',<'n :Miller 
previous to the clay hD signed," 

It was an understood thing that when a 
man was putting- another n1an on the roll, and 
~iG.aing tho clain1 as a. justice of the pcacc 7 he 
shoulrl have known the man for twelve 
month,;. 

OPPOSITI0::-1 :\IE1\IBERS: Xo, no! \Vhat 
otupidity ! 

Thn SECRETARY FOR ~\GRIC'CLT"GRE: 
"and have no personal knowledgo of the 
fads contained in the claim; I have only 
read part of the Electoral Act; I was 
thir:een years a n1cmbPr of the Queens­
land Parlictment : I did not know that the 
ju~tice signing the application form was 
required to oign a cPrtificctte that he had 
personal knowledge of the applicant." 

Tf the form had been propel'!,- signed and 
tho declaration put on to the bottom of it, 
he wonlrl have been liable to a fine of £50. 
(Opposition dissent.) Mr. Ryland continued-

" I had not been making myself ac· 
quainted with the Electoral Act: I did 
not eYade signing- the certific~1te bccau'<~ 
I wished to evade prosecution; I a111 uot 
>vel! conversant with the Act." 

He (Mr. White) did not profess to be well 

conversant with the provisions of tho Elec­
tions Act, and he did not go round putting 
people on the roll, whether they were en­
titled to be put on or not. He neither went 
round putting the namr" of people on the 
roll nor employed other'" to cng·age in roll­
stuffing. 

Several member, interjecting, 

The CH_HRMA~ : Order ! I must insist 
upon nwn1bers n1aintaining proper order, 
and I ask them to abstain from disorderly 
interjections. Hon. members who are inter· 

jecting will have an opportunity 
t[5 p.m.] afterwards of 'l.ddrossing the 

Comrnitteo, and in the n1eantime 
they should allow tho Secretary for Agricul­
ture to make his speech without the'e fre­
quent interjections. 

Tlw S£CRE'fARY FORAGiUCULTURE: 
He did not ''ant to pursue tho subject any 
further, and should not have spilken at all 
if tho hon. member for Bundaberg had not 
referred to him' personally. Hitherto ho had 
never tried to get a single name on the ro:: 
in any electoraw in QLwen-lmid, but the 
people in his district had t.t;.;:on up lhls 
matter with the view of purifying the roll. 
At the last Federal election a great many 
l1l''n waited at Gin Gin for th0 purpose of 
voting there, and thev left the district the 
mornmg after tho election. He as pan· 
vinced that there had be0n put on the roll 
tho nan1cs of a great n1any pc~1_,le "\Yho .v~~re 
not entitled to be on it, and rt was hro m· 
t0ntion to take n1ore interest in futuro in 
g<'tting people off tho roll who weF .not 
entitled to be on. It wus ttbsolutely agamst 
the principles of even hon. members opposite 
to have men on five or six rolls in Queens· 
land and he knew come cases \vhero that 
had 'occurred. 

:\1r. THEODORE: You don't know any. 

The CH \IRMAK: Order ! I have asked 
han. members two or three times already to 
refrain from interjecting, and I hope the 
han. member for Chillagoe will respect my 
request, and af-sist in n1aintaining order. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
A groat deal of indignation had been shown 
over this matter, but there "\Ia< no need for 
any indignation, br,;-:ause cveryon: who \vas 
entitled to be on the roll would be kept on 
the roll. But, in <;otno L~asc", there \Vera 
men y,-ho usGd two narne.:;. Dne n1an got on 
the roll at Fairymoc,d under one name and 
on tho roll at VI aterloo undo,· another name, 
and po ,,ibl:· on the roll somew:Jerc else under 
auothcr name. How could we have clean 
rollo when men were going about the country 
and getting their names on the roll in that 
way. for ono purpose only? He sincerely 
re"retted that the hon. member for Bunda­
be~g had brought hi> (Mr. White's) name 
into this matter, because he was not at the 
court. The han. member for Bundaberg 
was there, and he (;\lr. White) did not think 
that any member of Parliament should take 
part in these matters; they should be left 
entirely to the elector'· Tho men whose 
name, were objected to in the cas0 under 
disnssion had a colicitor from Maryborough 
to defend them and seo that they got jus­
tice, and he presumed they q-ot justice, be­
cause he did not think that any member 
present would say that injustice was dono by 
police magistrate; in Queensland, :vho were 
just a' hom, ,"t as any member on eJther stde 
of the House. Ho hoped that the now Elec· 
tions Bill would give them clean electoral 

Han. J. White.] 



1800 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

rolls, and if it did so, it would do :; great 
deal of guod for Queensland. The system 
of roll-Jtuffing that ,,-e-: carried on wa, no 
credit to an~ one engaged iu it, no 1natter 
to \chat parte he might bdong. 

l\1r. McCOR'.iACK (C,,im8): It was rather 
ann1~ill'!; to hear lVIini·, l:eriali:it3 nutking 
.attack:-, on agents of th"_. Labour party for 
attempting to .tuff the rollc, FDeing that 
thDy themselves were going to d9, by a now 
Act ol Parlirrrncnt, v,chat thoy could not get 
theh· ageut:-; to do. ~·1_ 1linistrv who ovved 
their poJition to a Liberal m~forit. slH,uld 
be the last to taka <'xcoption to their opp<m­
ents securing the franchise for their sup­
porter,, Ln~t ycal' i:~'G prcc;cnt _\dnlinis­
tration a;opomtc -:1 an ex-inspecior of police 
as a LiberJ.l oq:runi.:oer, and that :nspcctor 
W<U allo\,f•d to retire boforo his time had 
expired. That· was adr,ittod. 

The no-tE s~sRET.mx: J'\o, that is 1l0C ad­
mitted. 

Mr. Mc-f;OR!vL\.CK: 3e hoped the Chair­
man would protcect him from the Homo 
Se~..-rrtary~ E:-~oing that ho had warned men-­
berc., on the ol)positinn s~de o£ the I-IousH 
~gain~~t n1aking· intl'l'j l tion.;;. The 2\iin-i~tcr 
had the ri(l·ht of reply, and ho should allow 
members on that side to make their state­
ments ,,-ithout interruption. He knew that 
the Home Departnc :nt attached to that 
police: inspcctor 1 s retirc_nent a proviso that 
he o ~1(

1 

hasP tJ a•·t a.::l Liberal organiser. 

The l·Imn: C.o~cmcci~ Y: Now, be honest. 

::VIr. :\IcC '0R1IACK: Tho hon. g·ontlem.<n 
kncv, that tl ., l!Wn lw referred to, ex-ln­
Spf'ctor }ltJone. HPYer rcceivccl one P''Till'J 
of sul:,ry £ron] the Lib,·ral organi:~at1on. Tbr/ 
hon. member for .:\"m·manby and the pre ,i­
dent of the Liberal organisation up there 
denied that l\Ir. 1-LllOn( '"as 11aiJ onv jJcnny 
by the LibPral org.: ni8ation. 

Mr. ARCHb.l : He wa paid by the ]peal 
people up there. 

Mr. l\lcCOR::VL'I.CK: :Yfr. Draper. who wae 
president of the bcal organibation, denied 
that ~lr. Jialo.:10 v. a~ receiving an:y thing 
fron1 the organi;:_ation. 

::'vlr. ARCHER: \Yho paid him? 

Mr. McCOR:\L\.CK: He got £450 a year 
ab pe!Hiou from the people of Quecmland. 
\Vhy 1vas .. \Ir. =-vlalone an orr;aniser? l-Ie 
spoke in the past t,mse. because he believed 
that after an attc mpt for twelve months to 
n1akc Cail'HS a Lib0ral clectoratr~, :::v.Ir. 
Malone gave up the work. He did his work 
honestly; he mt at Ftreot corners trying to 
get Liber .. l supporters on the roll, and 
adopted all the tactics of the Labour party 
to get men on the roll. If .Mr. Malone was 
forced to get out of office through ill-health, 
why should the proviso be added that he 
was to act as organiser for the Liberal party? 

Mr. ARCHER: \Vhere was this proviso? 

The Hmm SECRETARY: In the hon. mem· 
her's imaginativn. 

Mr. McCORMACK: There wn~. some un­
holy dliawC' entered into with Mr. Malone. 
The Home Socrebrv had a friend at Cairns 
whom he '"ould Hke to see as his (::Vlr. 
McCormack's) opponent at tho next election. 

The HmrE SECRETARY : \Vhy not? 

[Han. ~-. White. 

:\Jr. MrCOR::\IACK: He had no objection 
at all, but why should he adopt this method 
of ort_,anising? 

Tho IIO}IE PE"RETARY: You say that h.:: 
adopted tho tactic of tho Labour parh. 

Mr. FIHELLY rose to a point of order, 
<1nd (!,,ked if the B.ome Secretary "\',as in 
order in 1naking i11tcrj e: ctions a her the 
Cnaii'Inan had .,,_ arncd hou. JllP1,1bcrs on the 
Opposition ~i~:o not to nutkc interjcctious? 

Mr. :i.VIcCOH:\lACK: He had no objec cion 
to tho interjucti{Hlb, .and he \YJ.S onl.,..c sorry 
uat he uHl JlOt ha \ e a VO.-C2 like the Home 
Secrctarv to n1.ake hinu~Flf heal-~. The 
Labt.·Ul' i1a1·ty 01 ':,; atJiscd frolil its o\Yll funrts. 
The Liberal pm ty had de, iouo me,_ hods of 
orgaru~ing, LLlt the1r JncthoUs .:.1e ,·e~· suc.:­
ceeded. Tho :\linistor for "'l.griculturo made 
a statmnent about I\l1·. Georgr' .1::-~yland \Yit­
nc~sing a si:.:;'naturc \Vhcn the . 111an who 
signed the- clain1. t: vvas not cnt1tlcd to a 
\ote. Tl1Gy knew very well that the ju cice 
oi the peace \.Vitnessing the . ig-11at.lu:e only 
.attestnd the signature and not ,rYhat \Va.· in 
the docu1nent. It \Yas the applicant ''vho 
rendered him,elf liable if he did anything 
wrong, and not the justice of the pcac~, vvho 
merely attested the oignature of the ap­
plicant. \Vhat thP Government could not do 
by organisiug, the;T 1n~rc going to do _by 
means of the Elections Act. lie would hke 
to draw attention to the re.- ell: s of ::\Ir. 
~~l;~ \one's orgaui,jn,~ in tlLo Cauns etistrict, 
;.-.nd it would be interesting to know ·how 
he spent his time, for which he """; being 
paid by the people of Queen,]and. At the 
State election in 1912 he (~1r. McCormack) 
received a n1ajorit:_,, of only scn ... .Jhty vYer 
hL opponent, 1,lr. John J\Ia1 l.ll. At the 1wxt 
FcdPral election, held in 1913, :\lr. BtunwTd 
received a majority of 600 over Il1r. :\1 "m 
in tho same cJr.ct<n:atc. The Libual part;: 
then got to '" ork and started organising. fie 
(l\Ir. :\[cCormack) was the member for 
Cairns then, and ho also attonclcd to the 
organising on behalf of the Labour party, 
and he crot even·bociv on tho roll who \Vas 
0ntitled to be o;l. After J\lr. ?:Ialono load 
been organising for twelve mon~h", another 
Federal electicm was held, and m the town 
of Cairns alone the Labour candidate had a 
majority over his opponent of over 1,000 
votes. 

~.Ir. LARC0~1BE: Then wh.v do you corn­
plain about 1\Ialone? (Laughter.) 

:1Ir. 1IcCORJ\1ACK: He was not 2om­
plaining about Malone. He was quito will­
mg for him to be kPpt there. Immediately 
J\1r. ::Vlalone became an organiser in Cairns, 
the Labour part:v swept the elections for the 
town council in Uairn..1. Prior to l\Ir. J\1alone 
being appointed as Liberal org":niser, . the 
Liberal partv polled 750 votes m Cauns, 
but, after ~lr. l\lalonc was at work for 
twelve months, the Liberal candid.:.te polled 
onlv 571 votes. The Liberals did not lea: e 
Cairm, but they were di,gusted with the 
action of the Government, and voted for 
the Labour man. \Yhcn a publie servant was 
retiring from the seniee the Homo Secrer .. ~ .. ry 
>:ould at least stlldy the public interests 
before he put him in the p :>sition of 
organiser of thr, Liberal parh. 

:Mr. FORSYTH (Jiurrum ba) : The hon. 
member for Cairns stated that all that a 
ju:-.tice of the peace had to do was ~o attAsi 
the signature of the person makmg tho 
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r'\1im for a Yotc. He had to do a good 
deal more than that, as he would show from 
the Act. 

.i\f>-. \YIXSTAXLEY; \Yo know it just as well 
as ;.~ou. 

:\Ir. FOTISYTH: Thev did not seem to 
knoy; it \Yh0n Dne hon. Yllcmber said that a 
justiC• of thc peace Dnlv attutcd the 
claimant's nan1o. This ,T,-a; what \VU.::. sot 
Dut in the Act-

.. rrh j n, h{'D or ,any other person at­
tec.ting the claim shall, if he is not per­
oo.uLily acquainted with the fa•. ts. ''ti fy 
!Ji'thclf by inquiry hom the claiman't 
Ol' othcn;i '" th .• t the: answers to the 
qtu:·.-,tions tt.re true, and shall sign at the 
:loot t ~ the elain1 a C'ertificnte in tlw 
following fonn or to tho like effect, as 
under .. " 

Dicl the hon. member Pav that that was 
wrong? The pe:_~son attosttng the c~airn ·was 
supp~sed to a"k th!3 clair~utnt th~ ne\.·e~sary 
ques. 1ons, and satisfy h1n1self tnat e-..·r;r';­
thing was all right, or he might acce)Jt tl;e 
man's O\Yll \Yora. ..de did nut caro \."llcthcr 
it was a I .. abour ol_·ganiser or a L1beral 
o.l·gani:;er, Lut i.f a. :ruan put a pe1· 'Hl on 
tl1e roll \vho \Vas not entitled to ue on tlle 
roll h·:2 ::->ho u.ld he knocked out. The ..:\llni·)(er 
for ~-igriculture ~howed \Vhcrc a 111a11 lcit 
Rockhampton on the 16th i:\uj,tf·•nbcr, aad 
hu t'lent ,Hl clait11 on tl-w 2Btll beptPinher. 
That '"''" the u· idcnco which he gave m 
court, and It Wd-S corrobor,.tcrL rrhut claitn 
wab '.rltiJe-.: -~d by ~\lr. Rvland. ....~ccordir1g 
to the next clau;oe in lhc ~~ct, ii :\lr. ftyluud 
·.·g·noLi tha~ certificate, knowing that the 
tnan w.as lcg:.tlly uot entitled to a Yotc he 
co~dd ~l' fined .:::>7-0. It as a (\isgra~c±ul 
tlung for auJ ono to do that. He ir~tcnded 
to Lleal "· n_h t~_.i question when he \var; 
speaking on tho l~let '~ions Bill. l-Ie th'1U~tht 
that :r~? u;;e 8hvuld get on thP roll unless 
they did :-o:o ~;_nde.r fu.u unJ honourable con~ 
ditionb. llc llCYcr canva:-':'led £or nan1es hiin­
.:-.ol£, and he had not :·,i"~ncd six election for_ms 
ever since he had bee~ in Parliarncnt. 

Mr. Bow.MAN: You have .agents to do it 
for you. 

:Ylr, FORSYTH: He did not have any 
agent in his electorate and no organiser. 
If the people ldwd tu put names on ior 
thcmscln•s they could do so. From tho 
evidence they had that day, men \cere put 
on whD had JJO nght to be on tho roll. It 
\VJ.S Ill~;~·al to try to vut a n1an's na1ne on 
the roll when lw was not two months in the 
electorate. 

}\fr. THEODOI!E: ~Icmbe1 on this side up­
hold you m that. 1\o organiser would put 
on a n1an unle...:'; ho \Vas entitled to be on. 

::Oir. FOHt>Y'l.'H: He we not blaming tho 
hon .. lnPrnb~·l_· for Ch:~lacoc, but it , as a con~ 
tor.l]lliblc• thing for an;,· organi·cr-Lcbour or 
L1beru1-to put a. I>can on tlH roll whnn he 
had no nght to be on the, roll. He did not 
sa:v that any hon. member on tho other silln 
wonld do it: but the ovidenc ' showed that 
people were being put on the roll who had no 
n;,·ht to be there_. He !me,._. of a cadc in 
l.\'~neh a n1an .applwd for (;~nrohnent in a dis­
tnct and oo<ated thd hti W•'S alroadv on the 
roll of anot:.cr district, and he v J.;; put on 
"he roll: but, vchcn tho roll which he ,tated 
he wa:; alr.'!<Hly ua ~0.·as exrunincd, it \Vas four:d 
that he wac not on it at all. EYervthing 
should he de>n<> to discourage such detestable 
practrc , . Iln would rather go out of Par. 

liameirc alto'lcther than remain there through 
a lot of his friend-~ stufling the roll in his 
intcre,;L,. Ilc trustl··l tll.lt the Home Sccre­
tcry \'.onld take st<•ps to deal g,,,·oroly with 
an:.~ pc•rfJOl1 vvho did urch a thin:;r. 

:1Ir. :\IcCORJU \CK k ew thJ Act quite 
as W<'ll as the hon. memb•r for :i\Iurrumba. 
\':}-, t he said c;aJ thtt tho ju·.ticc of the 
lH'ace attf'stin~ a dain1 h'l\_: only to see the 
applicant attach hi~ signature to the upplica~ 
lion form, nnd the npplic.1nt " responsible 
for the-: sta+0rr1ents containP<-1 in document. 
That was the law. 

}~r. FPRSYTH: Read s::•ction 30. 

Mr. ~.1cCOE.'.L~CK: The Inn. womb. t 

on1v rc:lcl as much as suited hin1s+:lf. 'fhe 
F'_'~:io_l n•ud-

" Tho jw:tice~ o_,.· any othl'r rwr-~ n1, at­
tc -;~:ing the clai1n shall, if he is not 
personally ac·quainted ··;lth tho hi.ct;;, 
s?tisfy hims,,lf by inquiry C)Hl tlw claim~ 
a11L or othc-:~,,-isC'- rhat to 
tho qncs- iLns ,n·e trn ~. a 
thr foot of the clrcim a < 

following form, or tu like 

That YYas the onl,- Act O< tho 'tatutc-book 
where such a thing 1Va,., n•qni1·ed of t~\l_ attL':-!t~ 
~ ,g justiee. }low coul·l an.\' Inan in Qut>"L"'­
land kno\Y \Yhcthcr an up;1li\ ,tnt ca1nu to the 

a .~ bv thr s.s. "Drt:'!lWll" or the s.s. "'Ur-
., .._ tn any ct . -\ ts thf-, c nay thing 

to ~hm that j',lr. H'."laml he>:' w·t c~onc ell 
t hot that , cchon r-,•a;li;·cd ., Tlw hon. m<•m, 
1J<'r n13l!c an c:x-p:lrtc statc1nent, and it 
\Va::; wit.ho:rt founcln.c:-i_oa. 1-Il' (.:\Ir. j__\lcl\n·­
L~ack) had attt:~·::___d nun1bttS of fo:·1n'- for 
people he did not know. and he distinct!:, 
as1 ~f'c1 t.hcnl whef1er all thPir anS\\f'l'S wr-re 
!rue. and. if he said ·' Y<"-" he attested thn 
ft· ·~11s. He v. oulcl nnrlLl'Ltke that not OlE' half 
p.~r cent. of the fonrc_; i-lllrd in in th: Electotal 
J)('Dar1 n1e:.1t since the _Act ean1e into fore." 
had that pnn-i•o. \r-- ~.\ct of P~t ·liarn('n1, 
thrrt. was 1oot r:uriocl out \Y:Js LOt nn _._.;_c>t of 
Parliament. at all; it. be< ame a dutd letter . 
There were anv amount of Acts on the 
·,talute-book that \\'ere \.rokcn cvNY dav, 
but the, Lad not be, n rcpc.cled, a'nd Do 
onf' '\vollld think of inst]tnt.in~; a prosr•cutioti 
nguir:_Rt anyone for brcakinr; i hcr.:.L In t.hi~ 
c._·'.SB. bC'c:Lnso one individual did not put hJ. 

pl'ovf:-~o after v.-itn< _ ·ing a fonn Oi' a nurn 
hPr of forms in tlv' Bu:rH1abeL.; di~trict. h6 
wa being pilloried in that Chaml·cr <md 
called a roll-ot.nffcr. \Vel!, if :\Ir. R,-Jond, 
v. us _.. roll-~tuffer. avery person in Qu.ef'~s1and 
who had witn; c. ed any other person's claim 
\I •1s <•qn11l:.· a roll-stufl"t·r. The nwre sJy-so of 
+he Se' l'etary for _\~-ricul1ure in the 1natter 
·),·as not ,__)rth anythi-t If this man s;jgLcd 
1 he dec! and ion under Oaths .\ct, why wao 
h:> not in custody for pc>rjury? 

The hell indicated that a furth~r p 1rtion of 
the hon. lll(~n1ber's ti:~.1C had cxpirC'd. 

Mr. :\icCOR:\L'I.CK {continuing) said that 
if the IIon1P S<~crc ~u·v kuey; that this 1nan 
h ·d broken the prm·isions of th0 Oaths . \d, it 
v as his dntc- k bring that P\'rson to justice·. 

ThP HOc! S:rcrm~TARY: Don't bin me me, 
her 1use 1 do not care to prosecute. 

Mr. :McC'OR:'.IAC'K: He ratht•r ndmired 
th,~: hon. g0ntlmnan ior not bci11~ willing to 
prosecute.: but, whc•n a matter like that was 
L<ade the subject of ck1Jate in that. Chmr:bcr. 
it wa:; the duty of t1-.t~ hon. gentleman, as 
!wad of the dnpartmcnt which was rcspon-

iblo for the administration of the Act, to 

Jfr. McCormack.] 



1802 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

bke adion. The Secretary ±or Agriculture 
,,,id that 2\ir. Rvland did not know tho Act. 
It was quite poE3ible that he did not, seeing 
that that part of tho "\ct was a dead letter, 
and that nobody complied with it. 

The Ho~n; SECRETARY : You don't believe 
that. 

Mr. J\lcCOR:JiACK: He did beliew' it. 
He had s~cn Mini,,tcrs-particularly the Sec­
retary for Agriculture,-introducing Bills of 
which they knew very little. l-Ie had soon tho 
Hon1o S(~cretar: having to refer to the 
statutes, and ho did not blame him for hav­
ing to do that. It was not a crime not to 
know Acts of Parliament. It had been amply 
proved that th"re was nothing 11-rong in what 
:VIr. Ryland had done, and that everyone 
ebc did it; so ·shy single out :Yir. Ryland 
and accuse him of roll-stuffing ? 

The HmTE SECRETARY: You will agree that 
it is time that sort of thing as discCJntinucd? 

Mr. McCORMACK: He would agree with 
tho hon. gentlBman in nnything when he 
brought this man to justice. At any rate, 
that was no exc:1se. The whole thing had 

lwl'n brought about as a result of 
f5.30 p.m.] instructions from. the head office 
" oil the eve of an election. It was 

part of thf' Goverrnnc>nt's organising scheme, 
and. no doubt, the objections were made at 
that prriiculac· time in that particular place 
just "·hen th<' Elections Bill was to bo dis­
cussed in the Ho,,se. That had bPen the 

holo foundation of the argumBnts why thB 
law should be altered; because a few men at 
Bundaberg who, in spite of all the talk 
about qualifications, were entitled to a vote. 

The Hm,E SEcm;TARY: One man is already 
on the Bundaberg roll, and he tried to get 
on the :\Iu,,gra\·c roll-one of your orbo,n­
iser.::,. 

Mr. ::V1cCORl'vlACK: I-Ie wa· not a Labour 
orgaui3er. 

The IIO:I!E SECRETARY: Here it is. I will 
read out his name-Henry John Saunders. 

l\tir. l(IR\;;, AX: There is no such man enl· 
plo>.·cd by th':' Labour party. 

Mr. l\1cCOR::V1ACK: It was like all the 
staterncuts of tLc Home Secretary. 

The HO:IIE SEcRETA;lY: Here is the Banda­
berg roll ; there is his name, and he tried to 
get on the l\1usgra ve roll. Yon cannot g·et 
outside that. 

::\1r. l\IcCOR:.1ACK : He was quit'l satis­
fied nothing dPfinite could bB proved in con­
nection with the Bundaberg affair. The 
on!:· thing that had boon prm ed '"as that 
tho Homo Secrctan· had not carried out his 
duty. • 

Th' IIo:~rE Sr<:RETARY: I believe you are 
right in ~hat. but I am going to carry out 
my duty m the futnre. 

Mr .. \DAMSOX (RocX·hampton): ·what. 
e'\·er tho Home Secretary thought or said, 
::\!r. George Ryland wa· not a roll-stuffer in 
thn some stat<·d by the Home S,,crctary and 
the Sr'cretary for AgriculturB. 

The Ho:IIE SECRET.\RY: The hon. member 
kno\Y J he is a charnpion at it. 

Mr. ADAMSOX: Mr. Ryland was per­
fectly right in seeking to put men on the 
roll whom ho beE('VCd had a right to be on 
the roll, and it was the duty of the electoral 
officers to soc if there were am· mistakes, 
and that these mistakes '.;·ere' corrected. 

[ill r. ill cCormack. 

There \Yerc some 1nistakes in putting 1nen 
on the roll when they ought not to be there, 
and there were also mistakes in putting men 
off the roll when thcv ought to be on. 
There was no more honourable man in 
Queemlancl that Mr. George Ryland, _an~ no 
man had worked harder for the prmciples 
he believed in. 

The HmiE SECRETARY: lie"s a perfect poli­
tical crook. 

:Mr. THEODORE: You are a perfect black­
guard for saying that. 

The CHAIR:YIAN : Order ! The hon. 
member must withdraw the expr< ·,sion "a 
perfect blackguard." 

Mr. THEODORE: I withdraw the state­
ment that the Home Secretary is a black­
guard but I wiil repc :ct it outside, be< a use 
he h~s called a man, behind his back, a 
"political crook." No man but the Home 
Secretary would do a thing like that. 

Mr. ADAMSOi\r asked if the Home Sec­
rotan· was in ordPr in calling 2\Ir. George 
Ry!a!1d a " political crook." It was a most 
co·,,·arcljy thing to traduce a man behmd his 
back. · ' 

The CIL\IR::VL\N : Tho cxpres•,ion made 
u"c of bv the Home Secretary i' unparlia­
mentary: and I must ask him to \\ ithdra'.: It. 

The HOME SECRETARY: I have been 
L.•ked to >vithdraw the statement '"political 
crook,'' and I clo so willing·}j. 

:Ylr. ~\DA:YfSON said he had be, n in com­
munication \vith certain people ,-ho had a 
n·ood deal to do with tho last revision court 
~n Rockharupton, and sorne of till "·0 people 
\vould like to kLO¥'f very rnucl1Ll?wl:;-y a_~·great 
nun1b1- r of nanH'S \- ere taken ou_ tne ] 1tzroy 
and Rcdchampton rolls, and oll what in­
fornJation they \verc taken off; why namPP 
were taken off the Keppel roll as well, and 
how manv of tho>e people who \Yei·e taken 
off had si'nce applied to be [Jllt Oil, and had 
alread.) proved that th{lY had not removed 
hom the clc~torde; that theJ had not been 
;cwav from the electorate for a numbc"· of 
yea I:~, rot Cl en for byo consccutiYe day;;:p 
~nd yet they found th~t one i1; every f~ye 
of the claims brought 10rward m the Fitz­
roy electorate \v eN) rcjectc·d, and one in 
'".""ry six in the Rockhampton electorate. 
They knc that much of the information 
''·as· mppliell by the polic0, and many of the 
elaims which \YOre filled in by the pollee 
·were incc:;:rect. rrh('r8 \VUS a Sor~;;-eant 
Brown. at Allcnsto rn, and th<J statement 
was that man·,· of the chims he filled in 
were incorrecr.". If t.hc officers employed by 
the d0nartment could nd- f\11 the .e claims in 
correct! v those whose claim, \\ere filled in 
incorre,:t\v should not be disfranchiccd lle­
c~use of "the actions of tnose employed by 
the Home Secretary's Department. So far 
.a~ 1neJnbcrs of tho Opposition were con­
cerned. they v:ere JUSt as anxiou, as mem­
ber· opposite to have a clean roll, and to 
haYe a correct roll, but they \vanted to h>:ve 
a full roll. After the last Fc·dcral electwn 
there were sCJmething like 900 electors taken 
off tho Rockhampton roll : there were 400 
takBn off ew Keppel roll. and ab'"?ut 36 ta~cn 
off the Fitzrov roll;' and what did they fmd 
in relation to" that matter? That the agent 
of the Liberal party in Rockhamnton went 
about his busines:; very qLlickl:v. and the 
names that had been taken off the Fitzroy 
roll, and taken off wrongly, had been re" 
stored. Members on the Gm ernment cide 
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had spoken about tho Labour party using 
agenb. ='lobody used more agents for tho,t 
parti"ular work than the Liberal party, and 
they did it more effectually, because thcv 
had got more money to do it, and thcv 
could got money in ways that the Labou~· 
party were not able to do. So far as tho 
Nmm::mby by-election, vd1ich took place 
,oon ftftcr the Federal election in 1913, , •. as 
concerned, why tho roll was purged to such 
~n extent that there. wcro about forty people 
m uno httle place JUSt outside Mount Mor· 
gau, Baree, Labour voter,,, who \Yero taken 
off, and who would have voted had thev 
been dealt with fairh. A far as roll-stufr­
ing was concernPd, he (Mr. Adamson) did 
not knov. that he had filled in twelve claims 
during the whole of the time he had had to 
do with lJ'llitics, 11nd so far as those corti­
ftcatc ·, about whieh there was so much 
noi~c, v, ~n· concnrned, it \Vas only lately 
that they had hr·trd anything· about them. 
Ile guaranteed th'"t 70 per cent. of the 
claims that had been received in the 
past by the electoral n·gi,trars, and the 
naptr, put on the electoral roll, did not con· 
tam that certificate. The Liberal patty 
\', cro anxiOU'l no\v to purr·p the rolls agaia. 
That was what thi·· new Bill wa< ck igned to 
got-rlean rolls. He would guarantee that 
the men on that side '"Ould do th< ir bc't to 
get clean roll~ but they woro abo ("oing to 
do their beet' to g.ot full rolls, b~t a lot 
of men would be disfranchised bY that Act 
of la.r year and the jll'P'f'nt Bill ·v. ho o·.tght 
to got on the rolls, and who had as much 
right to exercise the vote as the Home Sec­
retary had. The definition of '' residence:" 
a~cl .all that kind of thing, which 'mule! be 
discU:~':cd, he suppo,cd, next week, prevented 
persons fr0m getting on the roll. Il e Jniew 
that at the last Rocld,ampton revision court 
the absolutely ridiculous and vexatious Clp­
plication form, with all its questions, cam.ed 
a good deal of annoyance 1 and one rnan 
who watched the Labour interests em­
phasised the fact that there needed to be a 
simple application form that could be fllled 
out by everybody. It was not only the 
claims of illiterate people which were r·.,. 
jectcd becam ' they were not filled out pro­
perly, because some men \vho vverc bank 
managers and insurance managers did not 
fill out that claim properlv. \Yhen the State 
elections came round m:xt vear he hoe>cd 
the Homo Secretary would be. just as anxious 
to have as man)' people as po,ible on tho 
roll as he was anxious to have a purged 
and clean roll. Thr,~· wanted to get as 
many pcDplo to the polls as poSJiblo, and 
one wav to got that was to have as manv 
polliag-places as pobsiblo, and c·ot at th'G 
last two or three "leotions in Rockhamnton 
they applied for additional polling-place- at 
places a good way from the central booth 
and the:~- could not get them. 

. Tlw. H~1m SECRETARY: \Vere the applica­
tiOn" In tune? 

Mr. ADXlHSOK: They were in time, but 
thPy were refused by the returning office,·, 
and th0re 'verc proplo in Rockhampton whr, 
had just as much judgment as the police 
n1v J:ri:c.trate. ThPy ought to ha vc a polling·M 
booth in the L\roher \Varcl and acwther don1 
at the s\vamp, Vi'hich \Vas ncarlv a 1nilf' 01 

mor .. than a milo awav from· the central 
polling-place. He wa; prepared to say 
that the Horne Socrctarv wanted to have a 
square go at the clcdi'ons, though it did 
seem that the Bill he had brought in was a 

very peculiar Bill, just as the Bill passed 
last year \Yas a very peculiar Dill, aud the 
arrangmnents in tho past were nJt in the 
direction of trying to get as 1na.ny to vote 
as possible, but as many a ... possible to vote 
as mi; ht be of a certain kind. He was 
sorry to have to say that, because he liked 
to give the credit of hom .... ty to membors 
on the other cide, but he did say that the 
provisions of the 1913 Act and this Bill 
would prevent thou··ands of splendid men 
from getting a chance to vote. The Home 
Socretar:; ought .not to 1 ry to do such things. 
He had a very serious responsibility for 
tho Act of la·,t year, and he would haYe a 
more serious responsibility for this Bill, 
because, of course, they knew that he could 
pass it because he had the numbers. But the 
tirn° would como when they would get 
back to tho more democratic measures which 
were passed in 190+ and 1908. He hoped that 
the Homo Secretary would see that they got 
more polling-places in all of tho centres 
aronnd Rockhampton. 

~Ir. LARCO~\IBE (Keppel) \.ould like to 
ask the 1lonw P.eerotary whciher anything 
had been dono to giYe effect to tho ro~olu­
tions carried at the .Prcrnior;;..' Conference in 
:Melbourne in .March and -~pril laot in con­
nection with electoral unifonnit,,.T, in which 
conference Queensland v~rti;;ipatod; He 
cnnsidered that electoral uniformity wa,c one 
of the pressing electoral pmblenL of Aus­
tralia to-dav, and the Government should 
ha Ye c1nbra~ecl so1no of the ~uggL.:;tions of 
the coufcn.>uce in tho Hill which was now 
bdore the House. 

The Ho1IE SEcRETARY : I confess it has 
ncvt r been brought bufore the Horne Seu~ 
rL)tary's Dopartrucnt. 

~ Ir. L"h{C()}lBE: That ,., cut to show 
the olip,lwd methods of tho Government. 
There \\Ure t\vo reDrCs..!ntatn<'::i fro1u the 
pre "'nt Admini,,trat~on-thc ~linister for 
l'ublic Instruc'ion and the Acting l:'rcmier­
anU rc~olutions "\\-G_:.:e arrived at, and they 
w •re not placnd before the depar:ment con­
cPrned. 'What wa, the use of spending 
tnonf .J in hol,_ling tht' jo conferences if the 
rec:Ou111Wlldations 1nade -~cere not plaLed be~ 
foro the diiierent -'-ldrninistratiows and seri­
oudy considered: lt wont .to show what a 
rnockery the so con£, rcnccs \Vc•re. rrho 1\Iinis~ 
tor should conyev those sentiJients to tho 
:Minioter for Public lnctruction and tho Act­
ing Pr·emier. lt appeared tJ him that 
there was a e)Jlit in the Cabinet. (Laughter.) 
He was ro"ilv rurprisod at the unsophisti­
cated n&ture '0£ the Home Sc'-:retary, when 
he said he b1c\l· nothing about this dis­
cussion. He (~1r. Larcombe) wished to quote 
bridly from the S!JCnch cleliYered at tho con­
fer~nce bv C'c-Senator 1IcColl, who was then 
a Federal :\linister. ·In introducing the sub­
jeqt, he said·-

" I feel deeply indebted to the con­
fL·ronce for then· kindne.:c:: in pcnnitting 
m<: to deal with this irn)lortant matter 
now, as I may not be a,blo tD be present 
to~nlOlTOVl. The rornarks which I ha.Ye 
to make relate to the bringing about of 
electoral uniformity between tho Com· 
monwealth and tho States of Australia. 
This ronreseuts a pha'e of ,·.hat was in 
the mi;Ids of the people of Australia 
when they voted for fedmation. They 
desired that, "·hcrcyer po· ,iblc, the Cnm­
monwealth and tho Staks should work 

Jfr. Larcombe.] 
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together to prornote efficiency, sa YO ex­
pense, ·and render each other Lr.Jtua1 
scryicPs at actual cost, not scck1P .J to 
1nako any profit." 

rrhat .Sl~l~}l~OdCIUp the J?OS~tion \:cry ('QUClSf'iy 

and !t,cw<,. e>onator lhcColl pomted out that 
tln w~s ~n1e of tho que -·tions runnint; t~1rough 
the mmu of the jvople when federation 
\Y.ls Lhs_:L:..~· "ll, arJd one of the benefit.;. -,;~·hich 
they hoped \YO'Jld be obtained as the rpsult 
of f0dcraciou. l'ct fourt con years had passed 
a\-;·ay, ; nd llot)un? li'""ld been done:. Confvr­
encc nftor C(l:lf<)rerce had bcun h -Icl, and the 
9~l"st\'Jn ,,-as s.bl) ,-hcJycd. It w:'' ::::: ;nFthing 
lu:.r: _tL.l' propo.-- l to t.J.au~fcr th~· St2tc· debt , 
\;h,c;, a problc: ' ' hich dH !ld hayc; ben 

lo~lf?,' {_~go. rrhi·- \'- :ls uot, }lcrh~tps, of 
llluch nnport HlX as tho transfer of Sta .... -J 

L'"'t_ it 'Y ,, inJpodant all iL~ 1me. 
} (cColl poidcd out that electoral 

J.tattels consisted of---
., 1. The rnrolment of yo+·er­
" 2. The p·· .~paration of rolls. 
~' 3. T'hf' Plfi' 'hc_J revir~m! and r ~c 1ns­

ing of rolls. 
..f. prep r tion for and conduct of 

cl ctiouc. 

The"'' 
should 
dClJl(' tlcr.:i 
Yant(··b-·s of 
lined lr; Hen 
,_,_s follo.ws : --

th.1.~ he considGrcd 
tht~ conf~_·renc .. and 

arrivPd Upon thCl.ll. rrho ~:d. 
L.~l al PJJifonnit, -.,ere also .JUt­

~or ~\Icf\Jll, v;h0 set tlE·1n ouL 

'· l. On,' set o[ officials for both C."n:.­
Dlon.', ~ ltl1 and StTto cnrolrnent <Jnd f(_•gis­
tr :ton "".1:ork, and the gn)atPr conlpPt­
' .c of those cmpbyud. 

"2. Unc set of r !Iiccs and furni hine·s. 
" v. One s _•+ of rolls. "' 
"4. Ouc :·"~t of adverti en1-c:c!.s. rc~at.iag-

to cnrolrncn·.~ and T0c~i::;tration. _, 
.. B. Oue t.?t of cl~iin caHls, prnvt·nting 

pPrsfms !7C1tfllr,: co~liU'::>d ancl annoyed b}­
the dllphcatwn of claim cards. 

'" 6. rFhe in~prov0d conduct of affairs, 
by having tr.nnoJ and competont n1cn. 

•· 7. The t\·_pr•nditur(~ in=:urred bv ConJ­
lDOll\Vf\,dth aud State Government~;:· ,Yhich 
b; dividing the coot, would bu 'grcath: 
1 dncf:•t1 to e?.ch.'' 

Senator ::\lcColl further Raid-
•• ·The electoral departmental cost for 

the Commonwe:tlth and the States for the 
p .. -,\. three ears hns b< en £303,0 .l), <'X­
ch:- 1111~ t of elf~ChonE wh1eh .tmonnts 
to £22'7,600, or ,. totd or £530,600." 

The. rc :1sons set out bs Senator McColl "ere 
fol'ciblt~ .and conyincinv. There \\as no doubt 
t11at O~l\ctor jl Ulliforn1ity '\ onld prod nee this 
f.lchan .. u:gc, and prt:YPnt a lo-t. of dnplication, 
.and. 11ut an ('nd to the tedious and tiresorn{.; 
charg-e of roJl-.;fnfting which theY heard so 
much about, and ,,-hich "':a·, abso1utPlv ,vjth­
out foundnti.on. Th~re nrig~t be a CQr1')in per­
<'f'llta~·e of Irrcgulant:. takmg place with re­
gard to .rmr?lrnent. but :it was gc•neral, and 
not conimca to members on this side. If 
the hon. !j<'ntlom n lookPd up tJw papers for 
the la·d) f.Gw year"' in connection with the 
Liberal. plcbiscih .J in Australia, he would find 
sonlPthtng whiCh \~ nuld open his ('";~es in thn 
na+urc of ma:practiccs. In the Kcr pel elec­
torate thP/ "cnt round to the oloct.ors who 
support.,d him (::Vr. Larcombe) and got them 
to take tick0t__, n1alnncr thP-m rnembers of 
the LibP''al k :nH', and get them to Yote 

[kr, .. Larcombe. 

in tho Libc:al plebi':~itc, but tho electors re­
;,]i,,;r.l that thuy had been duped, and when 
the cL ..:tions c3.me round the, voted for him 
and retunwd him to the "''--,r,bly. He did 
nc+ know who '"as rl'.cponsible for the plebis­
ci .. • up ihL.t'r ~, but this \VaR done. 

rfhe B.o~~:__ bECRE'I'AUY: That \Ya an infor­
TI1ul ail..tir, v:a,Jn't i,· '? 

:\Ir. : It was irregular and 
conn pt. ,. c:s an imlication of how the 
Libcr J par~:.~ "·orkod in their o\vn littlt> circi 
TiL· . ~tL~<' thing also occulT(~d in South .... ..\lu;~ 
i raJi;'. T~1ere had bc(~ll a!mof:·) a revolution in 
L;- r J circles in South _ custralia through 
roll-stunin.:;. In view of the revelations he 
b -d ma6~>, v.as it no: ab-:;-urd to hP:-tr hon. 
n1:..•mlH'' s OlJlY .. _i_tc f'cCCu -ing hon. Incrnbc.._·s on 
t 1"'-i:-: tiidc of n1alnra~·i ice, corruption, roll-stuf­
fiug, and ~.-arions oflC'' tharges '! lion. n:wrn­
!Jcr OfJpositu >vtere the p0ople who worr> his­
torically n poncible foe: this kiricl of thing. 
In aclditit 1 ~.o the preYention of o·,-prlappll~0 
~·'Hl Y<-trious other anonl~t1ie';l1 the cc...st ( f 
C'

1Cct:ioL- in _\ust,_'alia, both s~-:1_ und F(d­
•8_!_'1.1. "~.-.·ould bo CL;n·mouslv _~_cdnc_d bv clcc­
tur<-:.1 uuifonnity. Th'lt ·~-as u Y<' ".•' in11lort'lnt 
rc:>J13idPr.ttion at this particular j:u1•'turc, 'vhen 
t!;c prof(-'"''Wd to be clcc:;lrons of 

in ('Ycry }l~x;siblo chrPction. H{'rc> 
'vl1ich thrv C'ouLl ('Cnnomisl' to 

ext. 1t of thou·, tDf1S of pounds, but if 
tdnptcd Plr··toral uniforn:Jit"~- tht•y 'Y'Juld 

<l<Jt. Tf'LJ.in th, ir pl ~( -·s en th0 Tn•apury bene}.._. 
Tho Tio::~n: S.ELHET..--v-:Y: You ad\_Jcatc it ior 

l.JL " r. L ' lll '? 

=:'.:r. L_._'-,l(.{__;0~1BE: ~'-Jo, but bc·,.ausc he con­
:-;cien· ioush- bc·lievcd it \, U''· .t g-ood thing. 
The Premir>r c>xp;·L'iS'_•d his opinion to 
t~H1t : theorPt icalL he bcli· \·ed in it. bn;_ 
\Vhen c 'HlC to takfng ac~ion, he refused 
to moYf\ in tln matt<•r. as he know -...Jmt 
'he result would be. ~,iRten to >Yh'lt the hon. 
gentlem.•n sa.id v·l1C'n dt c . .\ in;; ','. ith this ques­
tion. and gi '.-in.-4" his norninal endorscn1ent io 
it. He ,,.-as a man who damned tho proposal 
Pit L f:,int praic-·''· On page 16': of ,lu n•n.Jtt 
of tlw Premiers' Conference, held in :Ylarch 
,·,,n,l April thi· :coar, the Trcasu:·cr said--

" If something of this kind eculd be 
clone it ,.-ould be a good thing. ,\p­
pnrently thc"·e is a good dPltl of OY<'J'­
lapping lwt>vcon the Commonwealth and 
the State> in regard to thr> colh ciion of 
umncs and other thinp·, I quite agree 
with the motion. because it sr ·3111·· to me 
that at thn prooent moment rhc· diflicnl­
t.ie~ ar-e pretty acute. \Vc, in Qn,·cnFland, 
only last ,-ear passt-d a lH'W Election« Act, 
~ftlr vcrv c::.Toat considrTation had hc...·n 
~!'ivf'n to 'it,. and, lookin~ to the needs of 
OtH'<'nsla'ld l_S a whole. I think it would be 
found that we should ln:IYc somt· consid<'l'­
able trouble in < onnPction with charit­
tl bl0 in.,; JtutionQ, as br~ ~lecm the attitudf' 
of thP C. nnrnonwca1th and the attitude of 
the ShtA. I am now spnking for 
On,nnslancl. \\'e have a home for old 
people. and I mr-rroe thr:r<' are <rf\nerall; 
about 1,000 people in tlw hom<>." 

In 1nakin:~ th('f-':" rernarks, he was spt:>a-klng 
to the follo'',ing resolution proposed by Mr. 
:\1urr< ~~. of Vic~·oria-

" 'Lmt the prnposals of the Common­
wr dth DoYernment rclatin"' to clechral 
unifoemitv bn rcferrrcl to the Govern­
ments of~ the Statr s for f'arlv considera-
tion and dl!Cision.'' · 

Thu Hmm SECRETARY: I understood tho 
hon. member to f.av that the Tro2surcr had 
supported this. • 
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~Ir. L 1HCO?\!BE: y,_ '-, inferentially, he 
clicl. Hu said tlH!l'<J u . a good dpal of 
lup~-.in~:, c•nd ,vent O!l further to i11dicatc 
nL.<'~::-ity for ,c-•,nc action. liP sup]JorteJ. a 
rnotion that thf· matt:::·r should h~ rcf(•rrcd to 
th<' difiPf('Il(, St~tfC'S for CUL.~icl':r _!_t,ion alld de­
cision. Tho, had an Elections Aets Amend­
melt Bill b.d ''" them, which mi,:;ht be the 
last thin::; in electoral legislation for some 
vcurs. Lnd Yet the _\ ctirur Prnmier so fur 
fail<?d in hi~ duty as uot 't.o bring the ur;­
gE ,,tions 1 dare thr- Cabirwt so as to lutYC sorne 
of them embndi"d in the Bill. 

The Hmm 8ECRET.UlY: It is the president 
of the confcrence who should bring them 
before the Government. 

J\lr. LARCO:\!BE : The Acting Prcminr 
supported the rer· )lution, askin~ for considera­
tion and dc•:ision on thi3 quc·stion. 

Tho b·•ll indicatt•d that portion of tho hon. 
tion ar,d deci,ion on this question. 

Mr. LARC011'1BE (continlling): The n:cuse 
the hon. gontlr 'nau made that the Govern­
ment had not r,•ceiv{)d an",- cornrnunication 
from the preeident of tho. Premiers' Con­
ference was absurd and rrdiculoll·'· The 
report of the con£t)rence 8bo\ved that it ,,-as 
not expected that tho report was to go 
through the• prc-1ident of the confcr·encc, but 

th 1t it was expected that it 
F p.m.] would go throufl"h the Premiers 

to their re•.poctiYe Hmne De­
part.£-'-;~nt-, ·who vi-ere to '' ork UjJ a con~ 
ferC'nce of tho State and Federal electoral 
officers. Mr. Holm ,n, of New South '\Yalos, 
made that mggestion. 

The HmiE SECRETARY: It is very possible 
that the war conditione have interfered with 
the matter being proceded with. 

::\1r. LARCOMBE : He could quite under­
stand tho war conditions interfering with tho 
transmission of the report, but he could not 
understand tho war conditions interfering 
with the considNation of the mutter by the 
Cabinet. Tho war conditiom dici ?J.ot inter­
fere with the Elections BilL 

The Ho-,!E SECRE.i'ARY: It is very vital to 
the electors of thD StatD of Queensland. 

Mr. LARCOMBE: It was ven vital to 
tho Horne Secretary and the Treasurer. The 
Treasurer laughed, but he did not laugh the 
previous evDning when the lee dor of the 
Opposition offered to contc,,t thb Bulimba 
eledorate with the han. gentleman. At page 
164 of the report of the Premiers' Con­
ference, JYlr. Holman said-

" I would ;;nggost that thA various 
Premiers ehould arrange to speak them­
selves to their Stato departments." 

How was it that that was not done? How 
wa"· it that the Acting Premier had not 
brought this matter befow his colleagues 
for consideration' Tho Acting Premier had 
neglected his duty and jeopardised the in­
terests of the State in noglectiug to bring 
the r, solution of tho Premiers' Conference 
before his colleagues. There was additional 
evidence to prove that the Acting Premier 
and his colleagues had no dc;ire to s<Je the 
recommendations of Mr . .'\lcColl carried into 
effect. At page 75 of the report, ::\<1r. McCDll 
outlined some o£ the advantages "hich would 
accrue from electoral uniformity, as, for in­
stance-

" (a) The enrolment of persons quali­
fied for both Common·" calth and State 

-enrolment 
cously." 

being effected simultan-

Xo doubt, simultaneous enrolment would be 
an udYant:.tgc to thP .State, but it did not 
uit the pre- -::cnt .Ad1ninibtration in Queens­

land, who nwde the quaiifi, -1.tion for enrol­
ment twelve month·,' rc-.idouce, while the 
l·i'ede1 al qua.liliPatiun \VUe, six n1onths' rflsi­
dence. 

Tho bell indic.>t0cl that a fm·thor portion 
of th~:.: hon. lUCnlbt-'1'',, tin1o had expired. 

J\lr. LARCOC\113E : He ·"ould take another 
ilve rninute~. Thu next .-.,ugg _ )tion o£ ::Ylr. 
:1lcColl "as-

''(IJ) >::iimultaneous actioa in regard to 
tra11s£er and ch:1nge u{ (jllrohnent." 

r.rhat .:;uggcsuion clicl nul:; hannoniso with the 
electoral 1Cg1slation of hun. IllUlliJOl'S oppo­
ute, 0·~ ho iusi:-,;.Jd on two n1unth.s' re~idence 
111 tL new elec .:or ace bclure a. person could 
tran::.1er his na.uw to anotlH?r ewctoral roll, 
whi;e under the Federal laY:, and the law 
of other 8tate:~) onl:;,- one 1.. .. 1onth \Yas re­
qJ.ir"_d. One rnunth \YI.lS su_.licient for all 
praetic -d ..~.)UJ'lJoses, partwul-<!rl:;-- 111 a ;:4tate 
uko Queen~,! ... ad \'\'hero Inen ''ere frequently 
fDrce.._.l to Hlovc fro1n one electo.:ate to an~ 
otht~l' in order to {'Urn a ln 1ng lor thejr 
\VIYC"- and chi~ Jrcn. ~4..nother suggestion 
\\'US--

'' (c) CmlcUITLmt action in regard to 
the cl.._'an·)Ing oi roll;:; Lly the one authority 
acti11g uu behalf o£ the Conunonwealth 
and tho State." 

TlL.t \V-..ts another ;;uggestion which did not 
hal'HlOnisc vnth tho vre\\ s of 1n"·rn!Jers oppo­
o-itc. They did not want a 'irnul taneous "nd 
efic><::tive revision of the roil; they wanted 
a Liberal roll, and the j abo wanted to 
compel Liberal electors to go to the poll. 
The "o-calle~ p1~rgrng· 9£ the ,r?ll in Queens­
lan.J ' a; sunply £arcrcaL 1he names of 
persons supvort1ng the: pruse11t Adnunistra­
tion were not remo,-ed from the roll, but 
the narne:, of tho~tsands oi \vorli:ers \Vere 
removed from the roll before their quali­
fication vanished. 'l'he time was ripe for 
some definite action in this matter, and he 
trusted the Home Secretary wou.ld give. it 
consideration. Lot him for the timo bomg 
disregard the advice of the Acting Prenuer, 
and take deci:.ive action himself; it might 
result in his becoming Premier of the State. 
He r<cgrettc•d that his time had nearly ox· 
pined, a>' :.here wer? · .sevcr.al quc,,twns con­
nected \nth the admmrctratron of the depart· 
ment that he should have liked to have re­
ferr,,d to, but he conoidered the question of 
electoral uniformity so important that he 
was justified in giving the time he had to 
that question. He hoped that in future _tho 
Home Secretary would scP that suffiment 
polling-booths were provided for elector~ 
Yho wanted to record their votes The hon. 

member for Rockhampton had given in­
stances 11 hero polling-booths wero rclu::oed 
in Rockhampton. It was a remarkable 
thino· that booths had been refused to people 
at tl1e lower end of Rockhampton, v,hile 
booths had been provided for the elite in 
tho Fitzroy electorate. At thf' Ioeichh~rdt 
school for instance, thev had a pollmg­
booth,' but there was no polling-booth at the 
lower end of the town where there '"ere 1,000 
electors. Th~se electors had to walk 2 miles 
to record their votcc, and he thought the 
ncoturning officer should be o.llowed to grant 
booths if there v. as a sufficient number of 
electors to warrant it. Take a big centre 

Mr. La·tcombe. J 
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like Pad< Avemw, at North Rockhampton, 
where there were hundreds of clectm,,. There 
v·as no polling-booth provided there. In 
spite of this, han. members opposite had the 
audacitv to claim that thov wanted to see 
every vote polled. If they ~vi,hed that, they 
would afford facilitic·s for the electors to 
vote. If these peciJle did not vote they 
would have a v0.lid reason for not doing ··o, 
but it might not be accepted as a valid 
reason in a court of lavr. 

The boll indicated that the hon. member's 
full time had expir.3d. 

::vlr. GR~\YSO).J (Cunningham) had 
li·tencd to tho remarks from the hon. mem­
ber for Cairns about the Liberal organiser 
in his electorate and he had heard what 
was said by the hon. member for Bunclaberg 
and the Set .c·etary for Agriculture about 
names being put on the roll that should not 
be there. In the Cunningham electorate 
thev had neither Labour organisers nor 
Liberal organisers, not one. 

:Mr. H.DIILTO::\': You have the Farmers' 
L"nion. 

::Yir. GRAYSOX: The Farmers' Cnion did 
not put nan1es on the roll. Thoro ,~,as :.10 
electonl roll in Queensland morP )lPJ f.,ct 
than the Cunningham roll, and tho credit 
for that was due to the police, who made 
periodical visits right throeghout the elec­
torate, and put on the names of everyone 
theY came across who were entitlccl to be 
on the roll. IIe complimented tho sorg<'ants 
of p:)tic~ at Clifton, Allora, Yangan, Tann:~·­
morc I, and Killarney for sending out the 
police under their cha,ro-o every Cn·Pc rnonths 
to put ruune'~ on the roll. Practically eycry 
hou ·r~ ·\'\·as Yibitcd, a~;.d 2.ll persons oyc:_~ 

twenty-one year. of a2·c who had b<wn the 
requirf'd time in the Blectorato wcro en­
rallcd. The poliee had no politic,, and it 
did not matter to them v.-heth• r the nam-; 
they put on vuted Liberal or L.:bour. They 
a .. ked no qnt' tious about politic;, and made 
no insinuations, and he had much pleasure 
in pa0-ing them a compliment for the way 
thev did their work in that direetion. The 
pofice filled in the forms and got tho ap­
plicanh to sign thorn, and the names were 
put on the roll. 

Mr. FIHELLY: The Home Secret·ary would 
not ctllow the police to do that last year. 

::Ylr. GRAYSON: The Home Secretary did 
not put any obstacles in the way, and h<e 
kn8w that Major Cahill gave the police 
instructions to put on every name that was 
entitled to bo on the roll. A Labour 
organiser came to the Cunningham electorate 
last year, and went to one corner where 
there were about 100 electors, about ninety 
of whom were Labour voters. He found 
they were all on the roll, and his occupation 
wa,; gone, and he went to another electorate. 
With regard to polling-boDths, the Homo 
Secretary alv ays granted him a polling­
booth whenever he asked for it, if he could 
show that there were a sufficient number 
of voters. He once got a polling-booth 
established at the Tannymorel Colliery, 
where there were eightY or ninety voters. 
They were practically "all Labour voters, 
but he got the booth in order to save them 
the trouble of walking 3 miles to Tanny­
morel to record their votes. If it had 
not been for the action of tho police in 
putting names on the roll fully 25 to 30 

[Mr. Larcombe. 

per cent. of the people there would be clis­
franchi,,,ed. In spite of the good work done 
by the police, he had not heard one kind 
word earning from the Opposition for the 
police, It was much mure preferable to 
have the police doing the work than for 
Lc bour or Liberal organisers to do it. Be 
trn,rcd that before the cliscm.oion closed hon. 
rnc1nbers opposite '\vould P'Cprcss son1c ap­
preciation of the excellent work done by the 
police in connection with the collection of 
TialTICS, 

Mr. KIR\V ~\X: If mC'mbers on th0 other 
e.ide \\ ould sec that the promise made by the 
Government. th'lt thev would r<'cognise the 
work done bv the police at the time of the 
general strike, was carried out on th9 Esti­
mate'> and •voulcl see that thev got thetr clue, 
the p;·aiso ,;f the han. member might be in 
place. They had tho spectacle of the Secre­
' ::trv for ~\f.!riculture accusing Incmbpr:; of 
the. Opposition and their supporters of being 
roll-staffers, and hf' accused an cx-mernber 
cf the party as being the champion roll­
stuffcr. Tho ho21. gcntleman wa' not game 
to repeat tlv• •.lander outside, where he could 
be dealt with in the courts of the land. He 
us<'d tho pro~·'ction of that Chamber-that 
"cov.-,'lxd's ca.._,:lo''-to n1ake a staternent that 
'" J.,s absolutely untrue. 

Thu SE 'RETARY FOR Aom~rLTURll: It ha" 
bren abs"Jlutdy praYed in the court. 

:!\Ir. KIRWAN: Then, he charged the 
Ho1nc Se-cretary '"' ith baing au acces5dry 
after the fact. If tlw eharp· w<s true, the 
H mne- S.._l retu rv "~lou] d hav-e taken action; 
if the charge .,:as not true, then it re!lLDtecl 
an:thin~~ but l redlt cr the Scm_·cLtry for 
A...:,ricult.nrP. It wa'' ~Jnlu::'ing to heal~ the 
( harP"0 of roll-Atuff~ng eo!ning from a party 
thct ·' 'o·:l're up to thPir necks in it. At a 
plebiscite in Bri b:1.c befnre the Fecl';'ral 
p]cction before the Ia ,t ! ht v had ce>on Lteu­
tc'wnt-Colonel Flr,wcll-S:nitlr •vriting to the 
JJapers cxpo~ing the grc, , irrcsu1ar1ties that 
'"r'n' rc'5ponsi1'~lo for his defeat and for the 
,,deccion of another candidate. Th"v knew 
the nll-'tufiiw; that took plac iu Windsor 
before tlw la election. It ; so bad th.1t 
thl-',- 1vero not garne to take a ph,bi~citu, and 
tht. Prf mier ,r3,,, called in to ~·clC'ct a candi~ 
date, and he sclectc,d the pre :cnt mombor for 
\\'inchor. Then they had tho spectacle 
recentlv in New South \\'ales in conncection 
with another ph•biscitr, when the PXlCUtivo, 
after going into all the facts, carried a 
motion to this effect-

·' That, in vie""'v of the gros~ irregu­
larities that have taken place in con" 
n~ction with the poll, as reYoalecl by tho 
report of the L'.::t..'C'UtiYe. this conference 
recommend that the said ballot be de­
clared nul) and void." 

That was in connection with the choice of a 
Liberal candidate for the Rvde electorate in 
New South Wales. Tho plebiscit~ for the 
eel0dion of Liberal candidates for the Senate 
in Victoria literallv stank. Column after 
column of letters ap"peared in the ::\felbourne 
"..t\~e" in connection \vith tho tactics re­
sorted to. Even tho member for :!\Iaranoa 
in the Federal Parliament was sold a tieket 
in order that he might vote for the selection 
of six Liberal candidates. Then, in oon­
m•otion with the J\1ossman seat, there were 
gross irregularities. No les; than 700 names 
on the m(,mbership roll were objected to by 
six candiclat0s, and fourteen books were 
Etolen from the secretary's office. All those 
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·<>har"H appca1·cd in the :Melbourne "Herald" 
of Lth Sepkmber. All those cases w<'l'e 
<>onnected "'ith tho party that used this 
~' co\vard's castle" for tho purpose of accus~ 
ing the Opposition and their supporten of 
being roll-:stuffers. He challenged th0 Home 
Sccl'etary or uny of his henclun0n to make 
any chargco in the public Prc'-s that could 
equal th" cbl'!'ges he had read out against 
their own party. ~\nyone who knew any­
thing about t;)cwcnsland politics knew tho old 
pbra e. "Bu!cocking the rolls." They knew 
what that mPant, and how, being unable to 
secure a person who was equal to doing that 
cla ,-, of y, ork. the party opposite now used 
the whole machinen· of the Electoral De­
partment. the police magistrates, and the 
ekdoral ngi-trar-: to do the work of the 
Liberal organisation that was to be buried 
on Monday night. 

~Il-. PAYNE asked if the Home Secretary 
was not going to reply to the matters that 
had been brought up by hon. members? 

The HO:\IE SECRET .. .\RY 2aid that it 
would be pradil ally impossible for him to 
reply to all the statements that had been 
n1ade, beeau"c n1any of those s't,atements 
had no foundatioL. There was one matter, 
howeYPr. that he was pleased to b£' able to 
deal with. Wher the instructions which had 
apparently been icoued by the elPctoral regis­
trar at Long n•ach were first mentioned on 
Tuesday night. he was naturally under the 
imprc,oiou that they came from the head 
ol:lict'. He certainly knew nothing about 
thern, and had lJOYcr sec'n thern, but at tho 
same time. a :\Iinister had to stand bv his 
(Jfiiccr~, as- he 'Yas responsible. If an Officer 
did something that was wrong, that wa•, his 
(:\Ir .. \ppel's) misfortune. 

:\Ir. FoLEY: You <':til tell him not to do it 
again. 

Tho IIOl\IE SECRETARY: That was 
"notlwr phase of the qu<> tion, and he could 
ab,Lll'O the hon. member that the thing "ould 
not happen again. Ho proposed to go Yerv 
carefully into the matter with tho of!icers o'f 
the department. 'Tho su~;gestion that some 
i11struC'tions should be issued in C'onncctjon 
with udYice to electors deserved con•.idera­
tion. If thcv could secure uniformib and 
simplicity, he would have no hesitatton in 
directing it to be done. 

JYir. COY::\E: VI as it not oyer-officious on 
the part of tho electoral registrar at Long­
n•ach to •;end that letter? 

The HOME SECRETARY: He had no 
hesitation in saying that it was. Still they 
mu•t not blame the electoral registrar, be­
cause, according to the letter, he acted undo1· 
the direction of the bench, and it .,,.as simply 
a question whether the bench were justified 
in ao.suming the functions of the Electoral 
Department. He thought they were not, 
but he had no doubt the bench did it in 
all honesty, and with a desire to give 
applicants for enrolment information that 
would obviate informal claim" being pre­
sented. If he were to decline to do an,-­
thing, it would be said that he was not 
sincere when he said that the Liberal partY 
were anxious that evervone who was entitled 
to be on the roll should be on the roll. If 
the matter could be simplified in any "ay, he 
would give instructions that it should be 
done. There was no doubt that the officers 
of• the Electoral Department were excellent 
men, and, if it harl. not been for the un-

fortunate position the State found itself in, 
Parliament would have been asked to Yote 
increases to their salarioc. The work had 
incr~oasod, and, unquestionably, when the 
Dill they were discusoing tho previous night 
became hw, there would be a con,;iderable 
increase in the work of the department_ ~"­
cowiderable amount of additional work 

would devolYe upon them, but at 
[7.30 p.m.J the same time be would point 

out that when the hon. member 
for Enoggera a,nd other hon. members drew 
attention to the matter last vear, he had 
promised to go into the quosti~n, and make 
a roeon1mcndation that increases be given 
to those officers. He was very glad to hear 
a recommendation from an} side of the 
House, and when it came from both ;;ides 
of the llouso it prayed that the o!licer was 
impartial, which was a very good thing to 
hoar. Hon. members would realise that 
under present conditions no increases could 
be given and those officers had to be passed 
over; b~t, when the time came, if he had 
anything to do with it, he would h':'I'O no 
hesitation in recommendmg them for an 
increase. At the san1e tirne ho rnight in­
form hon. members that an additional clerk 
had been provided, as W8ll as other as­
sistance to enable them to do the y,ork. 

:Mr. BERTRA:Il: It is a pity they have not 
got a new office. 

The HO::YlE SECRETARY: At the pre­
sent tirno, owing to increased \vork, ·,~ \~er~l 
mbdepartments had tu be a"Commodated m 
private ol:lices in the city, and that was the 
rea,' on f.Jr erecting the large building, por­
tion of which \vould be occupied by the 
Savings Dank. 

:\lr. DERTRA:.U:: Is our friend D2nt in that 
department? 

The IIO::'\IE SEURET~~RJ: : Uortainly­
(Oppm.ition laughtcr)-and a ven· exccilent 
o!licer he is. The hon. member for 
Balonne raised the point as to \Y hether an 
elector who had bc:,n imlll"O]JC dy rewoved 
from tho roll ,., as qualified to vote. In 
anS'•Yer to that he drO\\ att•.I tion to ''Ub­
claUJC (d) of section 40 of the principal Act, 
,,-hich provided-

" \Vhen any person claims a vote .at 
an election and it is found that in con­
sequence of mistaken identity and 
through no fault of the person claiming 
the vote his name has been erased from 
the roll in that district, in accordance 
with section (e) such pereon, on 1naking 
a ·ctatutory declaration that he is the 
person whose name has been wrongly 
erased, shall be pormittod to y.~te." 

That was a very excellent provision. 

::Y1r. COY::-<E : How will tho vote be recorded 
by the presiding officer? 

The HOME SECRETARY: Juot how the 
administrative act was performed he was 
not pr0pared to ;ay, but the elector got a 
ballot-paper and \Yas allowed to vote. It 
wa" a very excellent provision, Lut, unfor­
tunately, it was not contained in the Com­
monwealth law. He had interjected during­
the afternoon that Mrs. Appel's name had 
been removed from the Commonwealth roll 
as having loft the district, although she was 
living at the Hamilton in the place where she 
had lived since she was six years of age, 
and no provision of that kind being in the 

Han. J. G. Appel.] 
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ConnllOil\'.T'1lth la.\v ~he ~s·as unable to vote. 
A cotL.~)LJint 'va~ lodged, and a policmna11 
came to her and said it would do him a lot of 
harm if the matter wai gone into, and ::\Irs. 
.Appf'l Ruid, ,; If it 5s b'-ing to clo a polic0-
n1an :1 lot. of h:nm, I v. ithdrtnv tho < ;w,rgu, 
a" I . Y\ould sooner lo'-'" rn-.- vote than do a 
policL~rnan. or an;· oth.':'r In.·.·n, .. .xn injury." 
lion. m, llbcrB will r"~a1 isc that tho Home 
Department haft no authority over the bench, 
ai~d it \YOl' ld lJC' a v'--· ·;.- inlpropcr thing to 
attc-"~lpt to g-i,~c th.:·n any instructions. 

::.V1r. Bow~IAN: You can make valuable 
sugge·.L;ons. 

The HOMJ~ SECHETARY: If the depart­
rnent i~suecl a sr:rics of instructions, of cour:3e 
the bc·nch would b, ouab:ed to :-00 them, but 
the Home Department cc.uld not ".irect ~hD 
bench. Tht· hon. membc1· for East Too­
woomba and other hon. membc>rs 'tated that 
1nany cla{:mank ,,:ere not 3.-hlu to g·ive the 
day or the month of their birth. 

~.lr. FOLEY: The qu<>'ltion should not be 
a· ked. 

Tlw HO.i\IE SECRETARY: There was an 
object in it, and a very rcasonuLlo object. 
The ob,iPct, of course, was to see that thv 
per&on \VU..::i twenty-one years of ag\~, and alsv 
a· ked as a. lll('ans of idontiiicL._tion. Although 
a clairnant rnight not kno\v the day or the 
month of their birth, moot of them hacl a 
fairly approximate idea of the year, and he 
\Youlcl sec tlud in ~Jl sud1 ca\os an instru<> 
tio11 would be giv0n that a~ long as the quc.-­
tion \VUS roasonabl:\· an8\VProd no objection 
would be made. The hem. member for 
Bundaberg spok0 about the officers of tho 
Elector.d Dt.•partnwot ~~vorking ov~:.•rtin1o. ::\o 
doubt thr:- did, and they '·'·'''re paid for it. 
In facL, all officers in the public service, more 
or l(~s. had to \York ovcrtin1e on occaf'ions, 
and ~hose officer, received payment for the 
overtn110 worked. 

::\1r. B.mBE!l : Do they get more than tea 
money? 

The HO~IE SECRETARY: They got a 
regular allo" ancc. He thought the giving 
of tea monev was a bad S\ ,tcm. He did 
not propose ·to refer to the question that 
was so fully discuH-ed by hon. member" in 
connection with the Bundaberg matter, us 
he did not think there was ~nv necessity to 
cliscuse it. If the law had not boon com­
plied with, of roursc. tho names would not 
be placed on the roll. 

Mr. BARBER : \Viii the hon. member say 
why he ~pcnially mentioned thu name a'f 
Henry John Saunders? 

'l'he HOME SECRETARY: He cited that 
case bee au· e Henry John Saunders was on 
the Bundaberg roli without notifving it in 
his claim to be plac"d on the Musgrave roll. 

Mr. FOLEY: \Vas it not the businecs of the 
returning officer at Bundaborg to notify tho 
other returning officer that he claimod to 
be put on the Musgrave roll? 

The HO:\lE SECRET"-\RY: How could he? 
He new r mentioned it. He put in an appli­
cation for enrolment in the ::Vlusgrave without 
etating that he was on the Bundaberg roll. 

J\lr. THEODORE: You said he ''as a Labour 
organiser. 

The HOME SECRETARY: So I was in­
formed. 

:Yir. O'S'CLW[\'A:N: He mav not have known 
that he was on the Bur{daborg roll. 
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The HO::VlE SECRETARY: Then he was a 
mo't extraordinary man. He might not be 
"'h~~t v, as knLY\'/l1 as a puid Labour organiser, 
bnt he was sn11ply reported as being an or­
ganiser, whether paid or not, of the Labour 
part~·. 

!\I . Bo\V).Il•~N : Y uu 1nadc son1c Ycry strong 
interj L ction13. 

Th" IIO:ME SEClcE'L\RY: Ilon. rn,mber~ 
!mew that tlvy frequent!;. interjected, and "' 
repl:" '' ~" made :tncl they Jid things that 
th;_~·v reallY y:onld :not .:.·...LV 1f th~,._. y;e-'-'t' stand­
ing~ on th:_,ir fcPt, jubt t~s b-' ha~d rcfP:._TC'd to 
a gentlernan in an interjct::tion '· l1ich, inl­
n1e6!1a\ Ply his a.tt,-->l'Ition wa:.:. ch-._:·\~n to it, he 
willins~ly and gladly "'"ithdrc\Y. 

"h. BARBER: Do you ,,,·ithclra\Y that charge'! 

Th•, H01o,1E SECRETAHY: lie withdrew 
an: ching. (L' ughtcr.) If it would nlf<Jc'd •he 
boa. rrH.'Dlher any satisfac;ion~ he w,-~uld laclly 
\1 nhdraw the i.:.Lterjl'ctiun, and lJ, \Yas f'Llro 

t.nat the hon. mcmbm, if he had ~ .• icl any­
thint:- to hurt his feelings, would gladly v, ith­
clm''" it also. Tho hon. member for Keppel 
poke about electoral uniforrnity, and, as 

usual, \vhat fell from that hon. nL rnbcr was 
worthy of C< usidrration. (1-Ic,ar, hear~) The 
hon. Hl8n1ber ">tudiecl thel:.3 llHli~ters, and, no 
doubt that, if eircumstances ',n·re fa1·ourable, 
a unifori,lit.v of the kiad h,' ach"oeated \Hmld 
be b<,neficiid. Hut they had ~.ot te r' :di"e 
That thor were c ·"·tain difficulties in the ;::>tate 
of Queensland, by reason of the boundaries 
of the elect'Jr:;tes as c.lmparNl \\ith those of 
tho Commonw( 11th electorates. In Brisbane, 
the Common,:. ealth boundaries cut across a 
number of State electorate bounc~aries. only 
takinrr a portion of thoee electorates into 
each Commonwealth electorate. Hu,Yever, he 
hac! no doubt that with the increase of settle­
ment and popubtion, '.','hen the boundaries of 
the Commonwealth electoratr' could be al­
t<'red in conformitv with the improyed con­
ditions, such uniformity might be possible. 
I c v:as a subject he would be wry glad to 
<liscuss with the hon. member. and he would 
be glad if he would discuss it with the Chic! 
Electoral Registrar, because: it was a. v~ry im­
portant matter, and even 1f not pos::,1blc to­
daY. it was good to have a mattn like it 
collsiderC'd, with a view to taking action in 
the future. 

:Mr. TIUiODORE: There ib an item of £10.000 
for election expenses. Can you say \vhen the 
eketion will be' 

Tho HO::VIE SECRE'l'ARY: He could not. 
It did not lie with him to giw anv indica­
tion as to the date, but prc·sumably, taking 
tho lifP of tho pre"ent Parliament. tho date 
should be arnwhere between April and J lily. 

Mr. HAli!I~TO:N: Last year I made a sug­
gestion in regard to a map. 

The HO:'I!J:E SECRETARY: He had giwn 
instructions about that. 'l'he hon. member 
would realise that it took a little time to rret 
thP ctones prepared. But h0 had adopted the 
suggestion, and the map wonlcl simply show 
the boundary of the dectorate, and nothing 
outside that, with, of com> •, the diYisions 
im<idP the electorate. 

::\h. DOL"GLAS (r'ook) wished to refer to 
~omc remarks made that afternoon bv the 
hon. member for C'airns, who criticised the 
action of the Government in , llowing In­
spector :VIa lone to retire from the serYice of 
the Police Force on pension for the purpose, 
he und,·rst.ood it was stated, of taking a 
position as organiser for tho Liberal party. 
When this vote, or the Police vote, was before 
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the House last year. some very personal 
remarks were made by the hon. member for 
Cairns and the hon. member for Chillagoe 
with regard to Inspector Malone. One of 
them partieule.rly referred to him as being 
a malingerer. He was very sorry to hc·ar 
the· .statements that had been made, and he 
thoul'(ht th::tt the House shvuld be informPd 
that lmpector MalonP had retired from the 
service after a medical examination. He was 
pcreonally well acquaintc>d with him; he had 
travelled with him on various occasions, and 
he remembered when he travelled with him 
on the ship to Cairns to go up for his medi­
cal examination, r-,., was absolutely unable 
to get off the couch which was erected on 
deck. He thought these remarks, made about 
an officer who had done so much good ser­
vice for Queensland during his long term 
in the Police Force, were very out of place. 
He was not a bit surprised that these gentle. 
I{lfln should criticise the action of the Go­
vernment, arhl refer in that way to ex-In­
spector Malone, because it w.~s well known 
to everyone who followed his doings .as 
organism· in the North that there was no 
one more active in the interests of the party 
which he was supporting. The hon. member 
for Cairns was well aware that the Cairns 
roll had been well revised. No le>s than 574 
names of those who were not entitled to bo 
there had been struck off. It was a most 
peculiar thing that wh<'n a gentleman on 
the Liberal side chose to come along and 
do some political work he was subjected to 
criticism of this kind. They knew the rea­
son for it. It was becauoe he ;vas having 
some effective organising work done. The 
Labour party had their regular organisers. 
They had a man in the Cook district in the 
same way as• they had in other districts, who 
got £4 or £5 a week and his expenses, and 
lived on the game. Inspector Malone, by 
virtue of his long service in the Police ForcP, 
retired on a pension which he was justlv 
entitled to. He was in extremely bad health, 
and unable to carrv on the duties of in­
spector of police. While he was at Cairns 
he suffered very severely from asthma, and 
was transferred to Townsville in the hope 
that he might have better health, but he 
founcl that Townsville being ncctr the coast 
was not suitable. He had a letter in his 
hand, dated 12th October, after the Common­
wealth election took place, in which it was 
stated that his health was so bad that it was 
impossible for him, to stay in Cairns even 
recently, notwithstanding his loyalty to his 
party, which he had supported ever sinee 
he had been out of the Police Force. He 
had been so imbued with loyalty and the 
desire to do his best in the interests of the 
party, that he went to Cairns, in spite of his 
bad health, and stayed there. 

Mr. McCOR:IfACK: He had bad res,:lts, too. 

Mr. DOUGLAS: That was b<Jsidc the 
qu0stion. Thev should wait tili they saw 
the result of the next State eledion ; he did 
not think the hon. member for Cairns would 
b•· there to criticiee the 'OX-inspector again. 
He would a,sure the Committee, on good 
authoritv, that ex-Inspector Malone was to­
day in real bad heaith, but he was hoping 
that Northern Queensland would long have 
his services as organiser in the Liberal in­
tcresto. He could only say that the remarks 
from the othPr side were largely prompted 
by perennal spl,en, due to the fact that the 
ex-inspector was such a capable a.-,d effective 
oJ·ganisor in the interests of the Liberal 
party. 

1914-5 T 

Mr. THEODORE : The hon. member. for 
Cook had done no great service to ex-In­
spector :Malone by bringing this matter 
forward which was at re3t so far a3 the House 
was con~erned. The matter had been venti­
lated a sufficient number of times to allow 
the public to judge. The hon. member said 
som.e suggestion had been made that ex­
Inspector Ylalone had been a malingerer. 

Mr. DoUGLAS : Certainly, you made it your­
self. You ought to be ashamed of yourself. 

Mr. THEODORE: He made that sugges­
tion. 

Mr. MORGAN: vVill you make it outside 
the House? 

Mr. 'l'HEODORE: He would make it 
outside the House. Ex-Inspeetm Malone, 
who, the hon. member for Cook admitted, was 
a loyal memher of the Liberal party before 
he resigned--

Mr. DOUGLAS: Nothing of the kind. I re­
ferred to his action ns organiser since he 
went out of the force. 

Mr. THEODORE: The hon. member had 
>rorked himself up to f·ome excitement in 
this matter, and ho hop<>d he "·auld l<eep 
cool. vVhat he was going to say was that 
<'x-Im.pector ::\1alone r0,igned his position 
in the Police Force with the permission of 
the Home Secretary, at a time when he 
should not have dono, because he still had 
ceven years to serve before he was entitled 
to retire on full-pay pension, unless he got 
permission from the Home Secretary to 
retire. He.got that permission on the under­
standing that he bec>tme an organiser for the 
Liberal party. 

The HOME SECRETAUY : On the certificate 
of the medical board. 

Mr. THEODORE: According to the Home 
Secretary's statement, ex-Inspector :Malone 
was no longer in possession of vigorous 
health, but his own friends, a few weeks 
before his retirement, as mentioned in the 
Liberal paper at Mareeba, said that he 
looked the picture of health. 

)fr. KIRWAN: The magistrate said so. 

Mr. 'l'HEODORE: Tho magistrate, in a 
little function at Cairns, said that the recipi­
ent of the honours, he felt sure, would long 
live and enjoy splendid health, and enjoy 
the retirement which he so richly deserved. 
The correspondent of the newspaper which 
espoused the han. member's _politics said 
that Inspector Malone passed through there 
a few days before his retirement looking the 
picture of health. He admitted that En­
spector Malon€\ suffered from asthma, but it 
was a complaint which many people suffered 
from u.nd were "till compelled to continue 
in their employment, but they got considera­
tion, and no one expected them to undermine 
their health in that condition. The fact 
that the man was eubjert to even a severe 
attack of asthma was not sufficient to justify 
him in resigning his position and drav: a big 
pension, and take up the exacting duties of a 
Liberal organiser. He had no doubt that it. 
was by a secret arrangement with the Home 
Secretary that it was donP. 

'l'he HOME SECRETARY rose to a point 
of order. The hon. member had said that 
it was a secret arrangement. He was sure 
he did not mean it. He could assure the 
hon. member that he did not even know at. 
the time that the ex-inspector was a mf'mhel' 
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of the Liberal party or had done any organis­
ing work. There was no arrangement at alL 
The application was made for the retirement 
of this officer, and it was supported by the 
certificate of the medical board and recom­
mended by the Commissioner of Police, and 
approved by himself. He felt sure the hon. 
member would accept his statement. 

~Ir. THEODORE accepted the hon. gentle­
man's statement that he did not know any­
thing of a secret arrangement. 

The bell indicated that portion of the hon. 
member's time had expired. 

Mr. THEODORE: Ex·Inspector Malone 
had remained in Cairns and worked for the 
Liberal party. The hon. gentleman did not 
commend him on his disloyalty to his depart­
ment in resigning when he was not in ill­
health. If he had this wonderful loyalty to 
his party, why could he not have displayeq 
the same loyalty to the department and not 
shuffled out of his duties? 

The Ho:VIE SECRETARY : He was there for 
thirty years. 

Mr. THEODORE: And he was still 
entitled to ~erve seven years more, as other 
members of the Police Force, before he was 
entitled to the consideration which he got. 
He said that ex·In'•pector :Malone was a 

malingerer, and still adhered to 
[8 p m.] the1t term. He knm1· very well 

that a large number of people in 
the Cairns district, who knew Mr. Malone 
and his state of health, and who sympathised 
with him in his asthma affliction, thought 
that he was still competent to continue the 
duties of inspector of police. 

Mr. FORSYTH: What about the medical 
inspection? 

Mr THEODORE : One of the medical 
officers, a Cairns doctor, who gave Mr. 
Malone a certificate, indicating that he was 
a fit subject to retire from the force, had 
a few months previously given him a certi­
fiate stating that he was not C"-pable of some 
physiological act. The certificate of that 
doctor was not worth the paper it was 
written on. 

Mr. HA:\Il:ILTON regretted that the hon. 
member for Cook had brought up this 
matter of ex-Inspector Malone after the hon. 
member for Cairns had exhausted his time, 
and was unable td reply. He (Mr. Hamil­
ton) had known Mr. Malone a good many 
years longer than the hon. member for Cook 
had known him, and he knew that Mr. 
Malone had been an organiser all the time 
he was in the force. Mr. Malone was the 
most successful man in ''running with the 
hare and hunting with the hounds" that he 
knew in Queensland. During a strike in the 
West he led the shearers to believe that he 
was their friend, and at the same time 
worked hand in hand with the ]Jastoralists, 
and it was the dirty work he did during 
the strike that got him promotion. Mr. 
Malone was responsible for getting some of 
his own colleagues sent out back, and those 
men did not know what they were shifted 
for until they got promotion and had access 
to the charges sheet, when they· found that 
the black mark against them was due to 
Mr. Malone. It was a remarkable thing 
that he was so ill that he had to resign 
on a pension of £400 a year, and that the 
minute he left the force he could take up 
the position of Liberal organiser. The hon. 
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member for Normanby said that Mr. Malone 
was not paid by the Liberal organisation. 

Mr. ARCHER: I said he was paid by the 
local people. 

Mr. HAMILTON: Whether he wa~ paid 
by tho organisation or by the people of the 
district, he got a pension of £400 a ye;1r 
±rom tho State. However, with the view 
of giving the hon. member for Cairns an 
opportunity to reply to the hon. member for 
Uook, he moved, as an amendment, that the 
vote be reduced by £1. 

Mr. ~lcUORMAUK said he was sorry the 
hon. member for Cook had brought this 
matter up again. When he (Mr. McUor­
mack) mentioned it, he did not do so with 
any desire to injure ex-Inspector M<tlone. 
All he wished to do was to shov• tho Home 
~ecretary that tho result of his work in 
organising and cleansing the roll was that 
the Labour party were able to secure in the 
Federal Herbert division, which had exactly 
the same boundaries as the State electorate, 
a majority of 1,'762 votes over the Liberal 
candidate. There were more names on the 
Uairns roll now than there were when 
Atherton was includ~d in the electorate. 
He would admit that there had been quite 
a number of men put on the roll, legiti­
mately, during the time there were 1,000 
men working on the range. \Vhen that 
work was fimshod, the men went into other 
districts, and their names were in con­
sequence taken off the roll, but not at the 
instance of ex·Inspector :Malone or anybody 
else. He knew that JYlr. .iYialone was not 
receiving any money from any organisation. 
He might 0ay that he was in Uairns on 
the 5th of ~eptomber, the • day of the 
Federal election, and that he oaw ex-In­
spector JYialone running about and working 
as hard as a man of twenty-five or thirty 
years of age could work. As a matter of 
faot, Mr. Malone said to him at the gate 
of the electo~al booth, " We will shake you 
up to-day; you have never seen work like 
this before." He (Mr. McCormack) could 
not help saying, "Not bad work for a man 
who has retired on tho ground of' ill­
health." Mr. Malone got 571 votes in the 
town of Cairns for the Liberal party, and 
he (Mr. McUormack) got 1,751 vote, for the 
Labour party, that was 1,000 of a majority, 
the rest of the majority being obtained in 
the sugar districts. The hon. member for 
Cook no doubt hoped that Mr. Malone would 
give him some help in his electorate. He 
(Mr. McCormack) hoped that ::VIr. Malone 
would give the Labour party the help there 
that he gave them in Cairns. He knew 
numbers of people who, from the nature of 
the appointment of Mr. Malone by the 
Liberal Association, had left the Liberal 
party in Cairns for ever. It was commonly 
stated in Cairns that Mr. Malone was only 
getting his pension. He Qould draw his 
pension in much nicer places than Cairns, 
which was no place for a man suffering from 
asthma,. It waY a hot, humid climate, per­
haps the most humid climate in Australia, 
and it was not the best place for a retired 
public servant suffering from asthma to 
spend his retiring clays on £450 a year. 

Mr. DouGLA~: He does not spend his days 
there. He spends most of his time in the 
hospital. 

Mr. ::\1cCOR~1ACK : There was no hospital 
where Mr. Malone >+as. The hon. member 
for Cook, Mr. Douglas, would be doing more 
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good by attending to the business of his 
celectorate instead o£ defending Mr. Malone 
and attacking members in the House. 

Mr. DoPGLAS: I look after my electorate. 

Mr. ~IcCORMACK: Yes, the bon. mem­
ber ahvays looked after himself. The bon. 
member never made a speech in the House 
unless his own particular business w<ts at 
stake. The han. member for Cook said that 
Mr. Malone was shifted from Townsville 
to Cairns because of his health. That was 
not the reason. The Home Secretary and 
other memb8rs of tho House knew th'at the 
reason ex-Inspector Malone was shifted from 
Townsville to Cairns was because he had been 
doing his duty in Towusville. He (Mr. Mc­
Cormack) never blamed the ex-insper.tor for 
doing his duty. He was doing his dutv agair,st 
a certain class of people whom the h;n. mem­
ber for Cook represented in the House, in­
stead of the eleotors of Cook. 

::\Ir. DorGLAS : That is a miserable state­
ment. It is worthy of you. 

Mr. McCORMACK: The han. member 
brought it on himsPlf. 

Mr. DoUGLAS: 'I'ho electors of Cook dis·· 
trict know me. 

Mr. McCORMACK: So long as tho elec­
tors knew the han. member, and so long ·as 
the han. member did not bump against him, 
he had nothing to say about him. The mem­
bers of the Police Force objected to Mr. 
Malone drawing pay for two jobs amounting 
to £750 a year, and they objected to having 
to pay something into the revenue t_pwards 
that sum. The State was subsidising the pen­
sions of tlie police by over £20,000. Mr. 
Malone said he was paid from Brisbane, 
but the han. member for Normanby, the 
chairman of the central executive of the 
IJiberal As~ociation, said he was not paid by 
the executive. J\fr. Draper, of Cairnc., told 
him that ::\Ir. Malone was not paid by the 
Liberals in Cairns. Mr. Draper said that his 
brother was the Liberal organiser, and he 
.gaye up the job because they had no money 
to pay him. (Laughter.) Mr. Draper also said 
that if they had £300 per annum to give away 
they would not give it to Mr. Malone. 

Amendment (Jir. Hamilton's), bv leave, 
withdrawn. · 

Jlllr. GRANT (Fitzroy) pointed out that at 
Rockhampton the clerk of petty sessions staff 
had to do the electoral war k for about seven 
State electorates. Both Labour and Liberal 
members would admit that the work was ex­
-ceptionally well done. JY1r. Burrowes, who 
had been lately transferred from Rockhamp­
ton, has been a most obliging officer, and 
the same could be said of Mr. Scott. There 
was too much work for those officers, and he 
suggested that as increased work would be 
necessitated by the new Elections Act, an 
officer be appointed to do the electoral work 
for tho whole of the Central district. 

Question-that £15,530 be granted-put and 
passed. 

HEALTH. 

The HOME SECRETARY moved that 
£16,578 be granted for " Health." There 
was a decrease in the vote of £303. Dr. 
Elkington, the previouQ Health Commis­
sioner, was appointee! at £800 a year, and 
after some years service, his salary was 
raised to £900. Dr. Moore was appointed 
:at £800, so there was a saving of £100 there. 

Provision was made for a health officer at 
£550. It was found necessary to give an 
increased salary, because they wanted a 
medical officer of certain qualihcations, and 
there was considerable difficulty in obtaining· 
the services of a medical doctor with the 
qudifications they required. It was essen­
tial to have a medical mnn holding the 
diploma D.P.H. for the pos1tion. The vote 
for clerks was reduced from £432 to £380, 
owing to the resignation of a cadet clerk 
who was drawing o£52 per annum. The pro· 
vision for inspectors was increased from 
£1,200 to £1.210, an increase of £10 being 
granted to Inspect,or Simpson, whose salary 
was raised from £290 to £300 on 1st .J arlll­
ary, 1914. The increase was given by Exe­
cutive minute, owing to representations 
having been made bv han. members last vear 
on the Estimates that this officer's sa:lan­
should be increased. There was an increase 
from £156 to £170 to .J. Quinn, acting 
inspector and foreman of health gang. 
That increase was also given bv Executive 
minute in consequence of the · repreSBnta­
tions made by hon. members last ses,ion, 
and likewise dated from 1st J annary last. 
In the vote for food inspectors, there was 
an increase of £180, owing to the appoint­
ment of an additional inspector in connec­
tion with the liquor business. His sole 
duties consisted in the testing of liquor sold 
in licensed premises. He had been success­
ful in detecting many casF< of adulteration, 
and the penalties that had been inflicted by 
the courts would doubtless have the effect 
of improving the strength and the puritv 
of the liquor that was sold. There was a 
further increase of £70, a messenger having 
been appointed in October, 1913, at that 
salary in place of the cadet clerk who re­
signed. In the vote for enthetic diseases 
there was an increase of £100. That amount 
\\as being paid to the medical ::>fficer for 
extra duties in connection with the exam­
ination of certain persons in addition to his 
ordinarv duties, for which he drew £120. 
The extra £50 provided would be paid when 
the ward for the treatment of enthetic dis­
eases was opened at the Brisbane Hospital, 
where enthetic diseases would be treated in 
the ordinary way. 

Mr. MuRPHY: Did the Government bear 
the expense of erecting that ward? 

The HOME SECRETARY: Yes; the 
nurses were provided by the hospital, but 
the Government provided the drugs. In 
fact, thev provided the drugs for the treat­
ment of ·those diseases to every hospital in 
the State that asked for them. That caused 
an increase in the vote of £100. The pro­
vision for the laboratory of microbiology was 
the same as last vear. In connection with 
the Northern sub-office, extra provision was 
being made for the salary of the medical 
inspector, £600 being asked for instead of 
£500. 

Mr. FIHELLY: Isn't that a breach of your 
promise not to in,..rease salaries? 

The HOME SECRETARY: The trouble 
was that the position was vacant at the pre­
sent time. Medical men WE're at such a 
premium that they could not get a man, 
and although thev were now offering £600, 
the~ had not got ·a man so far. The work 
was being done by the inspectors, and the 
Commiosioner of Public Health paid regular 
visits, but it was absolutely r:ecessary that 
thev should have a medical man in chargn 
in 'Townsville, as there were matters that 
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could not be dealt with by inspectors, how­
ever able they might be. The Government 
hoped to be able to get an officer for .£600. 

Mr. FIHELLY : Is £500 a. " scab " rate? 
(Laughtn.l 

The HOME SECRETARY; A. parently 
it was not sufficiently attractive, as the posi­
tion had been vacant for several months. In 
the provision for •' Contingencies," there vyas 
a new item of £1,260 for ·'Fees for Analyses 
by tho Government Analyst." There was a 
reduction of .£700 in the vote for "Epidemics, 
Postage, and Incidental E1<penses," the voto 
being reduced from .£5,700 to .£5,000. There 
was also a reduction in the item for " Drugs, 
Incidentals, etc., for Enthetic Diseases," the 
vote being reduced from .£1,000 to .£200. 
That was based on the amount required last 
year, .and it was not anticipated that the 
expenditure would exceed that of last year. 
The vote for "Fees, Nurses' Registration 
Board," was reduced from .£63 to .£38. Tho 
board had practically performed its v.ork o1 
examining the claims of nurses for re-gistru 
tion, an<:: would meet at longer intervals tor 
tne mture, so that the amount required 
would be led. There was a r<>duction from 
.£800 to £700 in the item for "Railway 
Fare,~, Freights, Printing, Stationery, etc." 
The vote for "Apparatus, Chemicals, etc.," 
was reduced from .£400 to .£250, the reduc­
tion being based on last year's expenditure. 
TherP was a reduction of .£100 in the vote 
for " Travelling and Incidentals, Northern 
Office." Tho whole vote showed a reduction 
of .£303 as compared with tho vote for last 
year. 

Mr. FIHELLY said he would welcome an 
increase in this vote instead of a decrease, 
as too little attention was paid in Queens­
land to the health of tho people. When 
speaking a few nights ago, he had suggested 
that the Government should launch out in 
the matter of giving medical ah<,.istance and 
medical comforts to the people generally. 
Health was an important factor, and he 
pointed out that on the immigrants the State 
spent a good deal in the way of medical 
attention and in the way of medicine. The 
Homo Secretarv should devise some scheme 
to assist the m"others. The maternity gra;:,t 
given by tho Commonwealth Governmem 
should be supplemented by the State in so 

fu· as providing free doctors and 
[8.30 p.m.] free medicines wore concerned, 

and free nurse'. The health of 
tho children, after all, was perhaps the most 
important thing they had to deal with. In­
fantilo mortalit;: was really more serious 
hero than was imag·ined. 'l'ho figuree, of 
course, compared favourably with the other 
States, but that should not prevent them 
from having a much lower death-rate in 
Queensland than in any other part of the 
:vorl,!. .He would like tho Home Secretary, 
I~l replymg, to say whether it was the inten­
tion of the Government, at a futuro date, to 
he)p the mothers in the way of providing 
skilled doctors, free nurses, and free medi­
cinu. He knew of scores of mothers who 
wore very a,nxious to know whether the State 
was OV('r gc•ing to give attention to matters 
of health. \Vomcn had pointed out to him 
th.at the Govc1nmont took particular care 
with regard to the herds of farmers in 
regard to ticks and the blowflies in the \Vest 
a~d also in regard to prickly pear, but they 
d1d not bother about the child born into the 
world. The mothers received no attention 
from the State, and the child was not con-
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sidered an a~set. He would also like the­
Home Sc•cretary to state what action WM 
adopted in regard to health prosecutions; 
whether every rrosecution recommencled by 
ti.1e IH::'alr;n authorities was gone on \Vith. 
,\nd ho would also like to know whether the 
Home Secretarv would furnish a return 
showing the recommendations, and indicate 
what tho Exr'''utive action w:<s. There were 
some very ugly rumours abroad in the 01ty 
m regard to those I"-~ttter<, and the Home· 
Secretary would have to be very eloquent 
and very careful if he was going to explain 
bVnlo of them away. 

The Ho:'IIE SECRETARY : I am afraid some· 
of the people concerned must have been very 
eloquent or I '' ould not have withdrawn th<> 
prosecutions. 

::\Ir FIHELLY: That was all nonsense. 
In one or two isolated cases the Home Secre­
tary had refused to withdraw the prosecu­
tions. but it "as well known that if a person 
could put up a good tale, or have proper 
influence brought to bear, no action was 
taken. 

The HolliE SECRETARY: You have been mis­
informed on this occasion . 

Mr. FIHELL Y: He might give some 
specific case, later on. 

Mr. GILLIES said he regarded the Health 
Departrr1ent as tho most in1portant sub­
department the Homo Secretary had to ad­
minister-in fact, the ndministration of public, 
health wa'' tho most important function any 
Governm<mt could concern themselves with. 
It was of such importance that a great 
number of local authorities in Queensland 
were incapable of carrying out the work. 
He endorsed what the previous speaker had 
'aid with regard to the necessity of doing 
'omething for the mothers of Queensland in 
the mattr'r of supplying them with cheap· 
medical attention und cheap medicines. On 
a previous o;:;casion he had called attention 
to the fact that tho Plymouth Friendly 
Societies' Association established their own 
dispensary, and the result of the first year· 
was that the average cost of a bottle oi 
medicine was 1~d. In Brisbane it was im­
po,sible to get any kind of a bottle of 
medicine for less than 2s. 6d. In England 
you could g·et a doctor for 2s. 6d., and you, 
could get two visits from a specialist for 
£1 ls. He would also like to know, when 
the Commissioner for Public Health made his 
annual tour throughout the State and held 
inquiries, whether it was u'ual for the Press. 
io be admitted to those inquirie~. 

The Ho~IE SECRETARY: I could not say. 

Mr. GILLIES: A copy of the "Wild 
River Times" of 30th October had been sent 
to him, and he would read a report in con­
nection with the visit of the Commisoioner 
for Public Health, which wa' as follows:-

" VrsrT OF THE Cmr:vrrssw:-;ER FOR PuBLIC 
HEALTH. 

"The Commissioner for Public Health· 
(Dr. 1\Ioore), accompanied by the chief 
inspector (1\fr. Simpson), arrived in Her· 
berton on Saturday and held a, private 
inquiry into the sanitary service at the 
shire clerk's officA in the aft<>rnoon. 

"[We say 'private' advisedlv, for when 
we asked if the Pre'S were to'be allowed 
to be present, the Commissioner said, 
'No.' If tho inquiry was held regarding 
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the sanitarv service, we contend that the 
Press had 'every right to be present, as 
the service has to be paid for by the rate­
payers, and it is only through the Press 
tLat they could learn what really hap­
pened.-Ed.] 

" Crs. Bonar, Ramsay, and \Vhite, and 
Inspector Wright, of the Health Depart­
ment, were also present. A visit to the 
incinerator was paid on Sunday morn­
ing, and the Commissioner expressed 
himself as highly satisfied with the 
manner in which the nightsoil was dis­
posed of. The trio left again on :Monday 
morning, and we expect that the Com­
mi·,sioner's report on the matter will be 
furnished to tho council in due course." 

'The Council previously had some difliculty to 
secure the ropO!l:t m.tde by the Commissioner 
for Public Health or his inspector. He quite 
.agreed with the report, that, when the Com­
missioner visited North Queensland and had 
inquiry made as to how the council were 
. carrying out the health Ia ws, the Press 
shouid be allo\1 ed to report the evidence, 
.so that not only taxpayers but the general 
public should know what was being done. He 
also wished to bring before the Home Secre­
tary tlw necessity for the periodical clean­
ing out of tanks. He knew of some which had 
been erected for ten or twelve years and had 
not been cleaned out properly. \Vhen such 
tanks were uRed by the general public, such 
<~s at hoteb and boarding establishments and 
railway stations, and so on, the local authori­
ties should have power to insist that they 
should be cleaned out periodically. At the 
Jlresent iimo there was an epidemic of diph­
theria at Toowong, and he had called upon 
the officials in order to draw attention t0 the 
necessity of closing the school or taking some 
Dther action, and he asked whether the health 
Dfficers had ever made any recommendation 
about doing a\Yay w1th the insanitary system 
Df slate,, New South Wales had discarded slates, 
because they regarded them as insanitary. It 
was bad enough when each child had his own, 
but when they were passed about from one 
to annther, and the children spat upon them 
and wined them with their coat sleeves, it 
was a very antiquated idea, and Qlleensland 
was very much bPhind the other States in the 
matter. 

Mr. HAM1LTON noticed that several in­
-specton were provided for on the Estimates. 
Where were they all ? Were they all in the 
:Southern portion of the State? 

The HOME SECRETARY: Some of them are 
:attach<>d to the Northern sub-office. 

Mr. HAMILTON: He wanted to mention 
the prevalence of the scourge of typhoid 
in ali the \V estern districts at the present 
time. 

The HoME SECRETARY: I have sent the Com­
·rnissioner there, and he is now investigating 
the matter. 

Mr. fL\:MIL'l'ON: The department needed 
:to liven itself up and make periodical inspec­
tions. The iocal authorities, although they 
had very large powers under the Local 
Authorities .\ct, took ver:;· few steps towards 
improving the sanitary conditions until an 
epidemic broke out. There was an unfortu­
nate outbreak in the digtrict he represented, 
.and, unfortunately, Jt generally took off strong 
young men between twenty and thirty years 
·of age. Then• wa' an outbreak at some 
·otations every time shearing came round. He 

did not know whether it was because 0f in­
sanitary conditions; some people said that 
typhoid carriers "ere going about. Another 
thing he wished to mention was that the Act 
they passed a few ye:trs ago did not seem 
to have prevented the adulteration of food, 
particularlv milk. Almost every day they bok 
up the papers in the metropolitan area they 
found that someone had been fined for putting 
\Ya l 'r in mille The fines imposed did not seem 
to :utvo stopped it, and the suggestion which was 
m<tde when the Act was going through the 
Hous'' wa," a good one-that every purveyor 
of milk should have a license, which should 
be cancelled if he '' ;~s caught the second time 
or the third time. 

Mr. FrHELLY: The first time. They are 
murdering babic,. 

Mr. HAMILTON: He would give them onu 
chance. He thought that would act as a 
greater deterrent than a £3 or £4 fine, which 
the man could make up in a week or two 
by putting water in the milk again . 

Mr. PAYNE: He was very glad to hear 
tho Home Secretary say that he had sent an 
officer out to the \V estern district to invCclti­
gate the dreadful scourge of typhoid fever. 
Ever.\ one knew that it was becoming alarm­
ing, and it was mainly men in the prime of 
life who suffered. He thought that eight or 
ten men from one station died in \Vinton Hos­
pital. He was not blaming anybody, but, ml­
fortunatcly, it was becoming a prominent 
thing all over the Western districts, and it 
was time the Government gaYe a good deal 
more attention to those districts than they 
had done. As oue who had lived in the \Yes­
tern districts for thirty year,, he knew how 
hard it was for the hospitals to deal with the 
matter. He had been a member of a hos­
pital committee in Longreach for ten or 
twelve years, and every year it was crowded 
by reason of nn epidemic of typhoid from Il­
fracomho. Probably some good results could 
be obtained from sending the Commiboioner 
out, but his experience was that it was not 
a bit of good sen<ling an officer out occa­
sionally. It seemed to be a lop-sided thing 
i.o pav· £12 to £15 to bring an immigrant <'Jut 
here :whilst a lot of their verv best m<'n were 
being lost without any effort being made to 
Jave them. If something was not done it was 
going to be bad for the pastoral in­
dustry, beeaus·· from Kynuna alone he thought 
eight or ten cases had occurred. He had heard 
mPn saying, "It is no good going there, a 
man mirTht get tvphoid fever and die. al­
though he might' earn £40 or £50." ~f 
t,vphoid broke out yearly at ev<>ry shed, 1t 
was going to Etop men going there. 

The HOME SECRETARY said he was in 
somewhat of a difficulty, as the bon. member 
for Puddington had mentioned wholesale 
withdrawals of ca9es brought by the Health 
Department, but without giving specific 
oases. The bon. member the other night 
said that the Health Department's officers 
were going to resign in .a body because of 
the action of the Home Secretarv. Each 
one of these officers had written to 'him and 
deni<:>d that it was ever proposed to take 
such action. He had in his hand a com­
munication from each of the inspectors, in 
which thev denied the statement. If the 
bon. member would give concrete cases he 
would be able to trace them. Eight cases 
had been withdrawn altogether during the 
twel:ve months, and of thes<:> cases there was 
only one which he himself had authorised 

Han. J. G . .Appel.] 
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to be withdrawn. Tho only ease he could 
find of a milk prosFc'utio'l was one in August 
-he would not mention names--

"Milk case-added water. Withdrawn 
on consideration of facts submitted by 
the Co1nn1issioner, i.e., proprietrE'ss a 
struggling trader who't' cows on the 
occa8ion of milk being adulterated had 
become impounded and which cost .£4 
odd to release from the pound." 

There was anoth<'r case in Townsville in 
September-

" Adulterated milk. Case settled out 
of court on authority of Home Secretary 
on recommendation of Northern Crown 
Solicitor, on defendant paying amount 
of probable fine and costs (£5 Os. 6d.)." 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: \Vhy should these cases 
be settled out of court? 

The HOME SECRETARY: If the Commis­
sioner thought that a case ,hould be 
withdrawn for certain circumstances which 
had come under his notice, he sent, that re­
commendation along. From what the hon. 
member for Paddington had said, he took it 
that he (the Home Secretarv) had directed 
cases to be withdra·.\n to such an extent that 
the inspectors of the Health Department 
felt so disgusted that so manv cases were 
boi~g ':vithdra wn that ihey threatened to 
resign m a body. One of the cases which 
he h";d directed. to be_ withdrawn in J anuar}' 
was m connectiOn With the adulteration of 
liquor, and was as follows :-

"Adulterated liquor. Withdrawn 
owing to ill-health of licensee, who waa 
unable to exercise strict supervision over 
business; also that liquor was only 
adulterated with water." 

In lYiarch, there was another case withdrawn 
on the recommendation of the Department 
of Justice-

" vVithdrawn on recommendation of 
Department of Justice owing to previous 
character of licensee, and the fact that 
the adulteration was probably due to 
act of son's wife to obtain drink without 
knowledge of her husband (also em­
plo:,,ed 111 hotel), and also because hotel 
had changed owner~." 

The third was a case in connection with the 
adulter_ation of liquor in the Valley, which 
was Withdrawn on the recommendation of 
the Justice Department. The fourth case 
was withdrawn by the :Minister who was 
acting for him in his absence, on the recom­
mendation of the Commissioner of Police. 
Then there were some cases in connection 
with labelling against aerated water and 
cordial manufacturers at Ipswich Boonah 
ar;d Warwick. They had failed to comply 
With the regulations. The Commissioner 
called them into his office and explained the 
wJ:tole thing, and, as it was a comparativdy 
tnvial matter, upon their promising to com­
ply with the law, no action was taken. The 
other two cases he had already enumerated; 
one was Withdrawn on the recommendation 
of the Commissioner of Police, and the other 
on the recommendation of the Crown solici­
tor. If hE', as Home Secretary, directed the 
wh~l~sale withdrawal of cases, and in op­
position to tbe advice of officers of the de­
partment, it would be a most improper 
action; and if the hon. member for Pad­
ding_t<Jn could assist him by giving any 
specific cases, he would endeavour to get to 
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the bottom of the matter. Of course, hon. 
members would realise that it often hap­
pened that action was taken to-da:y against 
a vendor, and upon the matter being gone 
on with it was found there were extenuating 
circurnstances, and either the Con1mir~,,ioner 
of Public Health, the Commissione1' of 
Police, or some other respon.ible offic,Pr, 
made a recommendation that it be not pro­
ceeded with. The officer was responsible, 
and the Minister acted on his recommenda-

tion. He had alway, had the 
[9 p.m.] greatest disinclination to direct 

the withdrawal of any prosecu­
tion, and during the six years he had been 
in tho department had not directed the with­
drawal of a single prosecution under the 
liquor law. ~\s a matter of fact, soon after 
going to the Hon1e Oft-icc, he wrote a 1ninute 
to tho effect that under no condition would 
a case be withdrawn after a• summons had 
been issued. Men in his own electorate 
had come to him and asked him not to 
take action, but he had shown them that 
minute, and said, "What can I do in the 
face of that? If I withdr<IW this case to, 
please you, I must withdraw other cases to 
please others." And they had admitted that 
he could not comply with their request. Some 
reference had been made to milk prosecu­
tions, and it had been said that a fine was, 
not a sufficient punishment for adulteration. 
He realised that a fine, even if it was a 
fine of £20, was not sufficient in some caoes, 
and for that reason he had just had new 
regulations framed and they had been finally 
passed by the Justice Department. It was 
proposed in those regulations that every 
milk-seller must be licensed. :::1-filk-sellers 
were licensed at present by the Department: 
of Agriculture and Stock, but under the new 
regulations, which he hoped to haYe issued 
next week, they would be licensed by the 
Health Department, and one of the pro­
visions of the regulations was that on con­
viction of a second offence the license would 
be cancelled. (Hear, hear!) \Yhcre there 
was no health officer, these regulations would 
be carried out by the police or some other, 
public official. With regard to the sugges­
tion of the hon. member for Paddington 
respecting free doctors, free medicine, and 
free nursing for wives about t<J be confined, 
he should like to be in a position to carry 
out that suggestion in cases where it was 
so desired. Last year the hon. member for 
Port Curtis laid a great deal of stress on 
maternity homes. During his tour in the, 
North-western part of the State, he observed 
that in many instances people liyed in miser­
able little hovels, tin shanties, with just one 
room, and it seemed to him a terriblu 
thing that a mother should have to be con­
fined there with her children all about. He, 
therefore, determined that wherever a hos­
pital committee provided a maternity ward, 
they should get the same subsidy for that 
ward as they got for their general hospital. 
(:Hear, hear!) The hon. member for Gregory 
had spoken on a subject which had caused 
him Ycrv much concern, and that was the 
prevalence of typhoid fever in the Western 
portions of the State. At every hospital that 
he and his party visited and inspected rlurigg 
his recent tour they found a ward full of 
typhoid patients, and in one instance the 
cases were of such severity that the doctor 
would not allow them to go into the ward. 
Speaking in the localities where this con, 
clition of things was observed, he stated: 
publicly that it was his determination to 
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see that the local authorities did their duty 
as far .as drainage and sanitation were con­
cerned, oven if that meant exlra taxation 
for tho ratepayers; and he further stated 
that he would send the Health Commis­
sioner to make an inspection and report, and 
that in every instance \vhero he reported that 
certain work ohould be carried out, the de­
partment would insist upon that work being 
done by tho local authority. The Health 
Com1nissioncr \Vas now making his inspec­
tion and conferring with the local authori­
ties, and he (Mr. Appel) could ac,mre hon. 
members that the Homo Department was 
determined to endeavour to stamp out the 
fearful scourge, which, as the hon. member 
had said, took off, not the old and weak, 
but the very flower of our )lOuth. The de­
partment had the fullest power to compel 
them to do it, and if they failed to comply 
with the department's order, the department 
could carry out the work themselves and 
obtain the necessary money from the local 
authorities. He would do everything pos­
sible to ameliorate the conditions so far as 
the prevalence of typhoid fewr in the 
\Vestern districts was concerned. The hon. 
member for Eacham asked if the Press 
could be admitted to the inquiries held by 
the Commissioner for Health. He had no 
objection to that, and would ask tho Com­
missioner to admit tho Press and report the 
evidence taken at these inquiries. There 
was nothing to hide, and it would educate 
the public to hear all that was going on. 
If any hon. gentleman at any time wished 
to get information about any case that was 
supposed to be suppressed, he hoped a ques­
tion would be asked in the House, and he 
would be pleased to answer it. If he was 
responsible for the withdrawal, he would 
say so and give his reasons. 

Mr. FIHELL Y was glad to get the 
Minister's assurance that only eight cases 
were withdrawn last vear. He would like 
to know if health offic-ers had threatened to 
resign if the paraffin oil scandal cases were 
withdrawn. He understood several prosecu­
tions were ordered, and it was common 
rumour that the department was in a state 
of turmoil because the cases were to be sup­
pressed. Only one paper published 'the 
name' of the chemists who were charged 
with the offences at that time, and he would 
like to know if the health officers threatened 
to resign. 

The HO::YIE SECRETARY: He had no 
knowledge of any threatened action by in­
spectors of the Health Department. All he 
could say was that if the influences brought 
to work had been successful, the prosecu­
tions would have been withdrawn He was 
urged by those who had been guilty of the 
offence to withdraw the cases. They made 
all kinds of excuses; but, as the Health 
Commissioner would not reCDmmend the 
withdrawal of the cases, he would not with­
draw them. 

Mr. FIHELLY: Then influences were at 
work. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Of course. 
They came to him in a body, the whole lot 
of them. The Commissioner stated that 
these chemists had been selling sewing 
machine oil, which cost them a mer<' fraction 
of what they charged for it, and the)' dis­
posed of it as paraffin oil for internal use. 
He considered that it was a scandal, and he 
would not withdraw the cases. (Hear, 

hear!) It was not a plea,ant thing for him 
to have to do it, as the men conccr11ed were 
all eminent citizens. 

Mr. HARDACRE: All highly respectable 
citizens of Brisbane? 

The HOIIIE SECRETARY: Yes, they 
were. It was unpleasant to ha vo to put 
the law in motion, but he did not care. 
The Health Commissioner refused to recom­
mend the withdrawal of the cases, and he, 
as Minister, let the usual course be adopted. 
First of all these cases were sent to the 
Minister, and he sent them on to the 
Justice Department. If the J l.jstice Depart­
ment decided to take action, they were not 
returned to the ::Yiinister, but the Justice 
Department issued the summonses them­
'elves. There was no doubt that influences 
were sought by the men themselves, not by 
outside influences, and they were charged 
with the offences. 

Mr. FIHELLY: \Vas theTe a threat of re­
signation? 

The HOME SECRETARY: He had never 
heard of any. The Commissioner recom­
mended the prosecutions, they were carried 
out, and the chemists were all fined. 

::\lr. FIHELLY: They did not get three 
months without the option, like the poor 
wharf Jumper. 

'rhe HO::M:E SECRETARY: That was an­
other matter. These men were fined, and 
the result was that the public \vere now 
getting paraffin oil instead of sewing 
machine oil. 

Question put and passed. 

HOSPITALS A:'i'D CHARITABLE INSTITUTIONS. 

The HOME SECRETARY moved that 
£143,315 be granted for " Hospitals and 
Charitable Institutions," which was a de­
crease of £17,506 as comparee! with the pre· 
vious year. There was an increase of £26 
in tho provision for laundresses at the Dalby 
Sanatorium, their wages having been raised 
from. £65 to £78, and from £39 to £52 in 
the case of the a,,,,istant laundress. The 
increased ratco were approved of during 
the last financial ye:cr, as they could not get 
laundre"ses for the wages they had been 
offering. In connection with the Diamantina 
Hospital, the provision for wardsmen was 
reduced from £172 to £164 owing to re­
signations and appointme_nts at lower rates. 
The scale increases to nurses were not pro­
vided for, in common with all other depart­
ments, on this year's Estimates. That caused 
a decrease of £44. There was a reduction 
of £250 under the heading of " Maintenance, 
Postage, and Incidentals," the vote being 
reduced from £4,250 to £4,000. The item 
was founded on the expenditure last year, 
and it was anticipated that the amount 
asked for would lle sufficient. There was a 
new item of c£250 for the Alexandra Home 
-a home for bovs which was established in 
one of the subUl:bs of Brisbane. It was an 
excellent institution, and was being placed 
on the same footing as similar institutiom, 
the amount of the grant bein~ based on the 
number of bovs who were mamtained in the 
home. There- was a decrease of £45 for the 
Ladv Musgrave Lodge. He asked for the 
smailer amount because it was anticipated 
that the subscriptions would be no greater 
than they were last year. In connection 
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with "Conditional Endowments," there was 
a reduction of £17,385, but, as he had already 
indicated, tho amount to be paid to hos­
pitals by way of <'ndowment would still bo 
at the rate of £2 for £1, and if the amount 
of subscription'; exceeded tho amount antici­
pated, and the vote prover! insufficient. the 
extra :1mount would be paid, and Parlia, 
ment would be asked to pas the additional 
amount on next year's Supplementary Esti­
mates, 

Mr. BO\YMAN (Fortitude Valley) wa" 
glad that both thc> Dalby Sanatorium for 
Consumptives and the Diamantina Hospital 
for Chronic Diseases were wholly controlled 
by the Stat,e, as tho way in which they were 
managed was an argument in favour of the 
nationalisation of all hospitals. The deputy 
leader of the Opposition and he had visited 
the Dalby Sanatorium early in the year, and 
found that the accommodation and the atten­
tion were l1oth excellent. He noticed that 
the clerk, Mr. Fabian, was only receiving 
£80 per amlllm. 

Tho Ho:uE SECRETARY: That is like pocket 
money-he is an inmate in the institution. 

Mr. BOWM.\~ : He did his work as well 
as anyone who was not an inmate could do 
it, and he thought he had something to do 
with th0 dispensing of drugs in addition to 
his duties as clerk. 

The Ho~!E SECRETARY : If he does, he does 
it without our knowledge. 

Mr. BOvVMAN: For the work he did he 
certainly was not adequately paid. He 
knew it was hard to ask for an increase at 
the present time, but he hoped that, when 
the Estimates wore being framed next year, 
the Home Secretary wou1d bear Mr. Fabian's 
case in mind and see if he could not give him 
an increase. Of coursE\ for those in an · 
a·dvanced stage, Dalby was not a fit place for 
them, but it had prolonged the lives of many 
who went there in the early stages. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : Some of 
them haYe bPon absolutely cured there. 

Mr. BO\V::\IAX: The Diamantina Hos­
pital was another institution that Queensland 
should be proud of. The matron, Nurse 
Chatfield, wa· probably one of the most com­
petent women in the publio service of the 
State. (Hear, hear !) 

The HmiE SECRETARY: One cannot S)Jeak 
too highly of her. 

Mr. BOW Yl.\N: The trouble was that how­
ever desirous she vvas of coping with cases 
there was not sufficient room for the numbe1: 
of applications for admission. In view of the 
excellent results achieved, they might well in­
crease tho expenditure on the hospital. He 

lwd been trying for fiye or six 
[9.30 p.m.] weeks to g'lt a patient into the 

ino;titution. It was not the fault of 
the ma.tron that he had not yet succeeded, be­
cause he knew that cases that preceded his 
had a prior right to admission. The trouble 
was that thcr0 WM not enough room. Any­
one who visited the institution must be struck 
with the clfl~nlinoss of the place, and with the 
care and patience that were exercised bv 
Nurse Chatli··'d and tho nurs·es, and oth<:rs in 
nuthority. Personally, he did not think the 
GoYernment could spend too much money' on 
lln in,titr1tion lilw thR.t. It was a home from 
which quitP a number never expected to go 

[lion. J. G. Appel. 

• "''· but the tr<:J.tment meted out, no matter 
·who the patient might be, \Vas alwU:ys the 
same. There was no discrimination, and that 
was one of tho features he liked about it. 
'i'hat institution was growing almost daily, and 
the staff could not cope with tho work. \Yhen 
they had many very sad cafoes-cases where 
parents werf" looking after invalided sons and 
daughters, and daughtr'rs looking after inYa­
lidcd fathers and mothers, and so on-it was 
time tiw Sta1,e stepped in. There was no 
other institution to which they could go, un­
lc.,..;; they \Yore prepared to pay for tho ac­
commodation, except the Diamantina Ho~pital, 
~tnd mo.,t of tho casco that went to that has­
pi+,~] were such that they had to depend on 
the charity of the Goyornmcnt, which, in many 
cases, was the just t!:ling for thorn to do. His 
only regret was that therr \vas not sufficient 
monev on th,, E~timates to enable tho Home 
Secretary to declare that he \Vas prepared to 
give furthc•r accommodation to meet the many 
urgent cases that requir.ed immediate relief. 
J t hctd been his lot, time after time, to use 
those two inotitutions as one of the strong 
~rguments in favour of the nationalisation of 
hospitale, 'l'hese were instances where the 
Government had complete control, and they 
wore giving satisfaction, not onl0 to the Go­
vmnment, but to almost eyery citizen in the 
State. They might get a few people who 
were discontented, but they would find them 
in every walk of life. Generally speaking, 
the two institutions v·ere such that they could 
be proud of, !llld he hoped those who v-ere 
in authoritv would be long spared to carry 
on the sucoecsful work the} were doing at 
the present time. 

Mr. 'WINSTANLEY (Cltartcrs Ton·ers) 
said quite a number of men from Charters 
To.rers had found their way to the Dalby 
Sancttoriurn, and every one of them were very 
high in their praise of the treatment they 
received at that institution, particularly 
during the earlier stages of tho disease, and 
most of them-although they did not make 
a complete recovery-recovered for a time. 
But there was a feeling that when the 
patients got to a certain stage there ought 
to be a better method of transferring them 
to some other institution. As long as a 
man could get about and do something fo" 
himself, all was well, but when h"' got 
beyond that stage, the facilities for treat­
ment were not what they ought to be. . He 
was fortunate enough to get one patwnt 
transferred from Daibv to the Diamantina. 
It was recognised that he would never get 
better, but he was well looked after at the 
Diamantina for a good long time. Another 
one improved when he first went to ·the 
sanitorium; he put on about 2 st., and 
met with an all-round improvement, but by 
some moans fresh complications arose, and 
he was confined to his bed, and they did 
not ,eem to realise that he was as bad 
as he was until he was dead. It was a 
pity that some arrangements could nut be 
made to transfer such cases to some institu­
tion where they would be treated in the 
best way posible. It was rather a pity that 
it v:as neces-ary that the subsidy for bene­
volent institutions should be reduced at the 
present time. Of course, the Home Sec­
retatv stated that the hospitals were not 
going to mdfer. That was very satisfactory 
as far as it went, but the subscriptions upon 
which the endowment wa" based might not 
be forthcoming. He hoped, that in spite 
of the demands made on the nublic at tho 
present time in other direction-s, benevolent 
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institutions-particularly the hospitals­
would not suffer, as tho'ce institutions had 
to be maintained. People would still get 
sick and would still have to be looked after. 
The ambulance brigades were evidently 
going to suffer. He was glad to see that 
some of the ambulance brigades were in 
pretty good circumstances, generally speak­
ing, but in some of the outl:;·ing districts, 
where they were most needed, they would 
not be able to stand the reduction. and it 
seemed a pity that the subsidy should be cut 
<:!own from £1 for £1, which was paid last 
year, to 15s. in the £1. As population in­
creased, the work of henevolent institutions 
increased, b1.1t the vote for this year was 
the same as bst year-namely, £2,800. On 
a pro rata bnsis last year they received £1 
5s. in the £1 subsidy, but this year it was 
down to 19s. 7d. As far as the Charters 
Towers beneYolent institution was concerned, 
it had always done pretty extensivr work, 
and the~- were finding that the demands on 
their funds were much greater at the pre· 
sent time than for a long time past. The 
subsidy for the first quarter last year 
amounted to about £273, while for a similar 
period this year it was only £214, and they 
were certainlv going to have great difficulty 
in meeting all the demands made on their 
fl.lnds. \Vhen it was remembered that over 
£1,000 was collected in Charters Towers for 
that very worthy institution, it seemed rather 
a pity that the subsidy had to be cut down. 
He would rather have seen the subsidy in­
creased. In this connection, he would like 
-to ask who was responsible for immigrants 
when they came to Queensland-whether they 
han to look after themselves or not? Several 
families had gone to Charters Towers who 
were entirely unfitted for a place like that. 
For instance, bricklayers, saddlers, and 
others had found their way to Charters 
Towers, where there was no work f01· them, 
nor any likelihood of any. They had had 
nowhere to go; they were "strangers in a 
strange land," and the benevolent society 
simply had to keep them, because they 
could not be allowed to otarve, although the 
society found it a very hard ta,,k to meet 
these demands in addition to others on 
their funds. He was quite satisfied that the 
benevolent society would have a hard task 
this year, because of the number of persons 
out of work and the number who had gone 
away looking for work, leaving thei1· wives 
and families there. If po,sible, something 
should be done with a view to allowin~ them 
the subsidy that was granted last year, to 
say nothing of that of the years before. As 
benE>vo lent societies had increased and the 
amounts they collected had increased, the 
subsidy had gradually decreased, and in a 
district like Charters Towers they found that 
a reduction this year would be a very serious 
matter indeed. He would like the Home 
Secretary to make inquiries to sec whether 
Bomothing could not be done to help them, 
because peoplP could not be allowed to 
starv<'; and if they were not helped by 
thr'e institutions, they would have to be 
help0d in eome other 'vay, and he knew 
no better means than the benevolent institu­
tions in which the people had given their 
services gratuitously and willingly for many 
years past. 

J\Ir. BEBBI:\'GTON (Drayton) wa~, glad to 
have a word to cay on this vote, and, 
gcneraliy, on all the branches of the Home 

Ofiico administration. It was one of those 
offices you could walk into at am· time and 
"' erything possible was done to meet your 
wishes. He was very glad to hear the Ilome 
Secretary say that he would establish a 
maternity home in aEy country hospital where 
it was a necessity. From his experience, 
there "~s no country hospital where such a 
ward was not needed. In his electorate he 
had exp,·ripncc of two men-one with six chil­
dren and the other with five or ''ix children 
-whoso wives left their homes to go into 
maternity hospitals, and they on!;; lived a few 
hours aft2rwards. The Home Secretary shvuld 
compel hospitals which admitted maternity 
casc·o to have nnrses who had passed ex­
aminations in the work. He did not believe 
that th0 ordinarv nurse was competent for 
those ca•es, and it wa, one of the most im­
portant matters thnv had to deal with. Our 
sf'ttlers and working·· men and their wives had 
to >1crifice a good deal at those timr·,;, and 
i.ll8 least they could do was t , give them th<> 
best possible acommodation. He· would 
rather see heavier taxation than that the hos­
pitals should go short in an:·tl>;ng whatever. 
He bdicvcd that tho"' \\ h~ were making the 
p:reatest sacrifice~ in order to lwep up the 
hospitals were not th0 public particularly-al­
though some contributed very largely-but 
the nurses whe> had nassod their examinations. 
Many had passed severe examinations, and 

ere working for a less snlary than they could 
earn as housekeepers. Many of them re­
mained in their positions years rrfter they had 
any need to, and at very low salariPs. vVhat 
would happen to the hospitals and the sick 
if thev all went and the hosnitals were left to 
nursPs who had not passed their examina­
tions? He thought that the Home Secretary 
should take steps to see that they got a 
F t!arv proport;onate to tho number of head 
nurses required and their positions. 

Mr. McCORMACK hoped that the Home 
Secretary would gut the Cabinet to reconsid01 
tho decision in regard to ambulance substdy m 
tlH· omside districts, where they are really 
taking- the plac·e of hospitals. He know that 
in a good many places in tho North the local 
ambl!lance wa,, practically the local hospital. 
There w :1s not sufficient population to keep 
a hospital going, and the ambulance man had 
to supply the place of the local doctor and 
attend to all tlw medical needs of the place. 
Ho hoped that the Cabinet would see their 
way to give the. subsidy to centres ':"hich had 
no b~nk dcpostts, so that they mtght b1ep 
their outlving places going. He dtd not thmk 
that the Cairns centre had any bank balance, 
and they were doing splendid work all over 
the su,c:ar and mining areas. Mr. Hogan, the 
local superintendent, h >d to]~ him tha~ they 
would have to close the statJOn- at Ktdston, 
and probably that at Chillagoe, No local 
subsmiptions were coming in, mving to the 
terrible condition of the mining fields, and a 
redudion of the subsidy would inflict great 
hardship on those places. There should be 
differentiation in that respect. It had been 
advocated that hospitals should not be allowed 
to become financial institutions. He knew that 
the Brisbane Hospital was not a financial in­
stitution. (Laughter.) But the oommit~"'es of 
some hospitals seemed to run them as 1f they 
wore businesses. That should not be allowed; 
it was not in the interests of the public. No 
doubt, if they built up fixed d~posits by 
proper methods, it was a good thmg, but 1f 
the~· built them up by the devious methods 
which some hospital committees used. the Go­
vernment should step in and cut off a little 

Mr. McCormack.] 
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uf their subsidy. Tho Dalby Sanatorium did 
good work, and tho Go1·ernment should ec­
Ltblish anotl1or institution of the kind for the 
treatment of miners' phthisis. Herberton 
would be a good place for that purpose, 
because, apart from the suitabilitv of the 
climate, there would be a chance for' the men, 
1\h0:1 they got better, to go out tin scratch­
ing in the district. It ,,-ould not cost the 
Gm·crnmcnt tho largo amonnt which it cost 
to bring those patients to Brisbane. He be­
lieved the mineral districts throughout 
Queensland would be willing to subscribe 
somC>thing towards the upkeep of a sanatorium 
at Hcrberton. A nnmber of people who "vre 
suffering from phthisis did not r;o to the hos­
pital. They were without money, clid not 
know how to procure e passage to Brisbane, 
and did not care about taking charity from 
anybody, so they knocked about North 
Queensland in a bad state of health. 

Mr. ML'RPHY: It is only fair to the Home 
Secretary to sa, that he never refuse" a 
pass. 

Mr. McCORMACK: The Dalby Sana­
torium did good work for Southern Queens­
land, but it would be better to have an insti­
tution in the district where miners' phthisis 
was prevalent; and there would be no clif!i­
cult_y in getting the miners-who were always 
a g!'nerous crowd-to subscribe to the upkeep 
of It. 

Mr. GRAYSON rlicl not approve of the 
subsidy to tho ambulance being cut down. 
In his district th;o ambulance had done very 
good work, particularly about the Warwick 
centre. He had received the following letter 
from the superintendent of the Warwick 
centre, elated 17th October, 1914-

" I have the honour to point out that 
in ' The Brisbane Courier ' of the 15th 
instant tho Horne Secretary had re­
cluc"'cl the endowment to the ambulance 
brigade from £1 for £1 to 15s. in the 
£1. This has come as a great shock 
to the committee at a time when this 
branch of the ;nstitution is feeling very 

.k.eenly th!'l movement that is being car-
ried out m the whole of this district to 
help the patriotic fund. 

" A very large portion of the income 
of this centre is derived from sports, 
socials, and special efforts promoted in 
the district by the residents, which is 
now diverte-d to assist the patriotic 
mo,-emcnt. · Even in our town the annual 
carnival, which usually nets from £150 
to £200, will this month only net about 
£50, which goes to show how severely 
this institution is feeling the terrible 
state of affairs owing to the war. 

"This centre has to supply the whole 
of the district from Nobby, Clifton, 
Allora, Yangan, Killarney, Stanthorpe, 
Inglewood, Pratten, and Leyburn, and 
all intervening places. The whole of theAe 
places must nece·sarily suffer, especially 
Clifton and Stanthorpe, which are per­
forming a splendid work in assisting 
suffering humanity. Warwick has been 
keeping thDSG places going, expecting 
the £1 for £1 as last year, in the hope 
that they wculcl become self supporting 
in a short time. 

"The debit balance at bank stands at 
the present time £150, with accounts clue 
this month amounting to about £125. 

[Mr. McCormack. 

"The committee will sincdelv thank 
you if you will lay the t:ase before t~e 
Home Secretary, praymg that he, m 
his wise judgmcnL will reconsider the 
question of endo\\'ment to this branch of 
the Queensland Ambubnce Transport 
Brigade Hospital, and extend the £1 
for £1 as last year." 

If tl~e Government were going to apply the 
pruning knife to the arnl.mlance vote, they 
were startino· on the wrong tack altogether. 
The ambu!a"nce was doi11g good work in 
every district in Queensland. I-Ie had heard 
that' some of the ambulance brigades had 
large ~ums to their credit. Possibly that 
might be the case in larger centres of popu­
lation, whore they had not so very much 
travelling to do, and where they had not to 
keep so many horses ancl appliances to attend 
to wants in the country. He knew of a case 
where a resident of Killarney, who had been 
a bullock driver for the last ten years, met 
with an accident at the head of tho Cauda­
mine, and a telephone message was sent to· 
\Varwick for the ambulance, and the ambu­
lance motor went out. If he had had to 
remain at Killarney till the train left next 
morning he would have ,.uffered greatly 
durino· the intervaL The ambulance went 
out ;nd brought him into Warwick Hos­
pital, but he regretted to say that the poor 
man's leg had to be amputated a few days. 
after he arrived in the hospital. If the sub­
sidv were reduced it would mean that the 
Clifton branch "o'u!d be curtailed in their 
sphere of influence. The Clifton district "as 
a verv !arn-e district; it extended to Nobby 
and the s~rrouncling farming districts. It 
had a bearer residing in Clifton, and a 
wagon and two hor"'s, and they ":ttended ~o 
every accident which took place m the dis­
trict. There was Allora, Yangan, Tanny­
morel and Killarnev, and also the Warwick 
distri~t, which practically extended as far 
as Inglewood and Stanthorpe. The. country 
districts ought to be treated cl1fferently 
to large centres, which had a credit 
balance in the bank. There were manv 
calls on the people for subscription·" 
to patriotic funds, and the subscriptions 
which used to go to the ambulance 
were now given to the patriotic funds. 
He was p]pasecl to hear the h~n. nwmber for 
Cairns speak in the way he did of the work 
clone bv the ambulance brigade in his dis­
trict a ncl believed that tbe same thing could 
be ;aid about ambulance brigad23 in other 
district···. The superintendent of the ·w ;uwick 
Ambulance Brigade was a man cmmently 

fitted for the position. and had 
[10 p.m.] worked up the brigade from a 

hand· stretcher brigade to a 
b1·io-ade with a motor wagon and a building 
of "modest dimensions suitablc for present 
requirPments. On n1nny occasions ~he 
wagon travelled 20, 25, 30. and ev<;n 35 mlles 
out into the countrv to attend accJclent cases 
or cases of sicknesb. He "as spu1king now 
more particularly in tho interest of the work­
ing classes in the country districts. who were 
not in a position to provide conveyance.;:; to 
take them to a hospital should they meet 
with an accident and become disabled. If the 
subsidv was reduced from £1 for £1 to 15s. in 
the £l, that simply meant that many country 
centres would be abandoned by the ambu­
lance brigades, and that would be a great 
calamity. He hoped that the Home Secre­
tarv would reconsider this matt<'r and im­
pre~s upon the members of the Cabinet the 



Sttpply. [6 NOVEMBER.] Supply. lSlS 

necessity for allowing the mbsidy for ambu­
lanc .· br~ga~es, pccrticularh brigades in 
country chstncts, to remain at £1 for £1 in-
stead of reducing it to 15s. in the £1. ' 

~I~·· HUNTER wished to bring before the 
Mmrster the matter of the 1·emoval of incur­
able patLents from country hospitals to Bris­
bane. He had had two or three complaints 
from tho Roma Hospital Committee who 
stated that applications made bv th~m to 
have ineurablc patients s0nt to Brisbane for 
treatment had not received the attention 
they should have received. Patients were 
well treate~ in country hospitals all the time 
they remamed there, but it was not the 
fun~twn of country hospitals to keep such 
patrents. \V c had an institution for incui­
able patients in Brisbane, and that was the 
nght place for them, and he hoped that the 
departm'!nt _would respond more readily to 
the apphcahons of country hospitals for the 
r9moval of patrcnts to that institution. With 
regard to the sp.natorium for consumptives 
at Dalby, he behoved there was not sufficient 
accommodation there, and that it would be 
better to han' another hospital somewhere 
else than to add to the Jubilee Sanatorium 
at Dalby. He was not advocating that there 
should be one at Roma, though he thought 
the climate at Roma was much better than 
the climate a~ Dalby, where the country was 
flat and the mr cold. He thought the site for 
a new hospital should be chosen on the 
advice of t~e Government Medical Officer. 
The sanator~um at Dalby was not selected 
on such adnce. Originally it was intended 
that !t should be at Roma, but the town 
councrl and the hospital committee would 
not have a consumptive ward at their hospi­
tal, as the;v thought it would be unfair to the 
other pahe:nt·" tJ be near to persons who 
were suffermg from phthisis which wa, a 
communicable disease. He 'was mavor of 
Roma at the ti_me, and he said that if they 
put the sanatormm on th•' range. 3 or 4 miles 
out, they would subscribe the moncv. The 
matter was an important one-too important 
for any Plcctorate to claim. There were 
p~ticnts that couid be cured if facilities were 
grve:n t? th.~m and they were well treated. 
A drstrrct hk_c Herberton, where there were 
so many mn;ers suffering from phthisis, 
wo'!ld be a surtable one to establish a sana­
tormm. The matter was one that should bo 
grappled. with, and now that they had not 
g·ot sufficwnt accommodation at Dalby they 
should adopt a decentralisation scheme and 
haYc a sanatorium elsewhere. 

. Mr. FOR~YTH (M"urrumba) thought that 
If thP amb~!,ance brigades were going back­
ward m theu finances, the Government should 
assrst them. But they should not discriminate 
between the different brigades and decide that 
because one brigade went back to the extent 
of £100, it should get special treatment and 
that the other: brigades should get nothing. 
He LJUltc adnutted that they could not vote 
mon~y for any better purpose than for the 
hospr~als and ambulance brigades, but the fact 
rcmanwd that when he looked through the 
balance-sheets of the various hosoitals at the 
time the endowment "·as raised to £2 he 
found that. with the exception of one or 'two 
they all had substantial credit balances, and 
many of them had their monev invested as 
fixed deposits in the banks. He c;nsidered that 
Jt was an unf!'ir thing to give those hospitals 
a':' extra lOs. l!I the £1 endowment when thev 
d1d not really want it. The consequence of 

the in .. "ease was that in 1911-12 their contri­
butions to the hospitals incre'lS·ecl bY £b0 000 
ior tho :vear. It was h:Hl business t;) o·iyc' all 
t:rat extra monc:i to hospituls with"' credit 
balance. Brisbane w2s a base hospital and 
received patients from all over Queensland, 
and rt would have been better to have given 
more money to the Brisbane Hospital. Hon. 
members opposite talked about not reducing 
the Yote. He \YOuld remind them that in 19G4, 
when the Labour party w"re in power in 
f~nH)nsland, the hospital onclowinont -was re­
duced to 23s. per £1, and in the year 1904-5 
t.hc Government paid £16,~00 as endowment 
as again,.t £127,000 paid last year. The Hom~ 
Secretary said that if any ambulance brigade 
wanted its endowment raised, it would get it 
1f the circumstances jus1 ified it, but it would' 
be bettor to put t!wm all at the same rate 
a; before-namely,· £1 per £1 collected. 

Mr. THOUT (Enoggera) thought there were 
no better institutions than the hospitals and 
ambulance brisades, and he was glad that the 
Government wer<' going to give the hospitals 
the same amount of endowment as previously. 
The Government had always generously 
treated the hospitals since they had been in 
oflice. He had had eighteen years' e''pPrience 
of ambulance brigades. and knew something 
about the work attached to them. Years ago 
when they started the' got no subsidy at all; 
they had to exist on subs·_·riptions only. 
\Vhen thev conoidered that the amount in­
Yolved would be only £3,000 or £4,000 extra 
if the full £1 per £1 was paid to the am­
bulance brigad0s, hP thought that the money 
Rhould be found, whether it was by subs0rip­
tion or taxation. The hospitals and ambulance· 
brigades should not be handicapped for want 
of funde. The Brisbane Hospital was a splen­
did institution, but at every annual meeting 
they noticed that some medical gentleman 
asked for bVmo extra convenient>J to be sup­
plied, as it was required for the hospital. 
:\nyone who went to a public hospital should 
be treated in the same wav as a man with 
money COuld [ret treated in a priYate hospital. 
or by a private doctor. He hoped the Go­
Yernment would give the ambulance brigades 
£1 for £1 ri/[ht through. The time had ar­
riYC'd when the GoYcri1ment should appoint 
a /[Cneral inspector of hospitals, who should 
report where it was necessary for the endow­
ment to be paid. 

Mr. Bow~IAN: Most of the other States. 
have that. 

Mr. TROUT: He was not aware of that, 
but he ~hought it was very necessary. There 
were foc'r or five centres that would be 
placed at a yery considerable disadvantage. 
more particnlarlv Ravenswood, Cairns, and 
Dalby, and hP thought Chart<:'rs Towers was 
another. Seeing that the additional amount 
required was so small, he hoped the Go­
vernment would see their wav to increase 
the vde, becnuse, if they were' going to im­
pair the efficiency of the service and starve 
those institutions, wme one would suffer, 
and no person should have to suffer, never 
mind how the money was got. 

Mr. GILLIES said that the Home Secre· 
tary gave the deputation that waited on him 
a few days ago a sympathetic reply, and· 
promised to see if he could get the Cabinet 
to increa<e the vote. He hoped the hon. 
gentleman would be able to tell them in hi• 
reply that he had been succA>ssful in his re­
presentations to his colleagues. 

Mr. Gillt:es.] 
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Mr. DOUGLAS: Last year a Fisheries Act 
Amendmen_t Bill was introduced, and there 
were certam charges provided in that Bill 
to be levied against the employers and em­
ployees of the fishing industry for the sup­
par~ o£ th~ Thursday Island Hospital. 
Wh1lst the B1ll wa' going through he pointed 
out t~at, althou_gh those levies were compul­
s<_>ry, rt was desired that they should be sub­
sJ9Hw~l on the :"a;ne basiR as ordinary con­
~tnbu~wns to hospitals. The Treasurer, who 
was m charge of the Bill was not able to 
make. an appropriation fo~· that purpose in 
the Blll; but, when he (Mr. Douglas) brought 
the matt0r under his notice and was sup­
p_orted by the deputy leader of the Opposi­
tiOn and the hon. member for Murrumba 
the hon. gentleman said- ' 

" ~With reference to the q cwstwn raised 
by tho hon. member for Cook, with re­
gard to the Government subsidising the 
,amount raised under the Bill he would 
be very pleased to represent t~ the Home 
S~crotary what had been ~aid, and, as 
h1s colleague was 'ery sympathetic, he 
was sure he would !l'ivo the question 
eYery consideration.'' 

He had represented the matter to the Home 
Secretary, a,nd, when the hon. gentleman 
was recently at Thursday Island the com­
mittee of the hospital pressed the matter 
on him, because, unfortunately, the hon. 
gentleman was not present when he (Mr. 
Douglas) brought the matter under the 
notice of tho Treasmer. He thought that 
the recommendation of the Treasurer would 
have ensured for the hospital its full share 
of endowment, but they were going to be 
put on half rates, so far as he could see 
and that was distinctlv unfair. He hoped 
the Home Secretary ,,:ould carry out what 
he considered was an undertaking given on 
behalf of the Government. 

Tho fiOJJE SECRETARY : Any undertaking 
will be honoured. 

Mr. DOUGLAS: He could assure the han. 
gentleman that there W<tS a distinct under­
standing when the Bill was going through 
the House that those levies would be subsi­
dised on the same basis as voluntary contri­
butions. 

Mr. WILLIAMS : It has been asserted 
that the Home Secretary was a very humane 
man, and he had very much pleasure in 
joining in the chorus to that effect. When 
replying to the deputation that waited on 
. him a few days ago, the hon. gentleman 
made some remarks with reference to am­
bulances. One of those remarks tended to 
show that there was to be no cutting down 

,of the endowment to ambulances, and that 
he had appealed to the Trea,urer, but that 
gentleman so far had not been able to 
see his way to put the matter right. He 
would like to say a few words about the 

. benevolent societies. In Charters Towers 
they had an excellent benevolent society, and 
a lot of people put in a great amount of 
ver7 hard work in trying to keep that 
socwty gomg. Lately their fears had been 
aroused that, owing to a diminution of sub­
scriptions on account of the war many a 
home might suffer. He, therefo~·e, hoped 
that t~e Home Secr_eto:ry would see his way 

·to assist those so01etws. The whole vote 
~as o:'-ly £2,800. and it would be regrettable 
If a httle more was wanted, and it was not 

[Mr. Douglas. 

forthqorning.. He was very much surprised 
that 1t was mtended to reduce the vote for 
ambulances. It was not alwavs desirable 
that a nu:nber of hon. members should get 
up and voice tho same thing, but in this case 
h~ thought that ~he greater the cloud of 
witnesses who testified to the valuable work 
that was being clone by ambulances, the 
greater effect i~ .,,~as likely to have on the 
Treasu:er. Owmg to the Administration of 
~he Liberal Government, Queensland was 
m a very happy and sound position, and 
they had been told that it was much more 
prosperous than some of the other States 
and he quite agreed with those hon. mem: 
bers who urged that the ambulance vote was 
the very last that should be touched. There 
should J:le no _starvation of any votes having 
for thmr obJect the relief of the sick or 
t~e wo~nded, and he hoped that more con­
s!Clerat!OJ_I would be given to the matter. 
There m1ght be some wealthy hospitals and 
ambulances, but unfortunately that was not 
so in the district he came from. He did not 
want to make it a parochial matter but he 
"as quite certain that in numbers' of dis­
tricts the cutting down of the vote would be 
felt very keenly .. It had _been suggested that 
there should be hsts provided of the different 
hospitals and ambulances, and that some 
discrimination should be made. He had no 
doubt that the wealthy hospitals and wealthy 

ambulance brigades would not 
[10.30 p.m.] desire to take money and there­
. . . by lead to the stan ation of other 
mshtubons.. He hoped the Home Secretary 
would agam appeal to the stonv-hearted 
Treasurer on this occasion and induce him 
not to cut down the subsidy to the ambu­
lance, and more particularly t·hose institu­
tions which were in need of money. 

At 10.30 p.m., 

The CH_URMAN said: Under the opera­
tion of Standing OrdPr No. 306, I now leave 
the chair, and make my report to the House. 

The House resumed. The CHAIRMA).l re­
ported progress, and the Committee obtained 
leave to sit again on Tuesday next. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

The TREASURER: I beg to move that 
the House do now adjourn. The business 
on Tuesday will be the resumption of the 
second-reading debate of tho Elections Acts 
Amendment Bill, and it is exneated that the 
debat0 will finish at that sitti'ng . 

Mr. THEODORE: The acting leader of 
the Government has indicated that he ex­
pects the second-reading debate of the Elec­
tions Acts Amendment Bill to be concluded 
on Tuesday. The hon. member should have 
regard to the fact that the Standing Orders 
provide a very strict limitation of speeches, 
and aq every member who wishes to speak 
on that Bill should have the opportunitY of 
doing so, I think he should not attcmnt to 
arbitrarily put it through on Tuesday night. 

The TREASl'RER : I do not wish to cur­
tail debate, but there is a good deal of busi­
ness to do yet, and I wish to get it through. 

Question put and passed. 

The House adjourned at thirty-two minutes 
past 10 o'clock. 




