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1792 Questions.
Fripay, 6 Novemeer, 1914,
The Speakrr (Hon. W. D. Armstrong,

Tockyer) took the chair at half-past 3 o’clock.

APPROPRIATION BILL No. 3.

The SPEAKER: I have to report that I
this day presented to His Excellency the
Lieutenant-Governor Appropriation Bill No.
3 for the Royal assent, and that His
Excellency was pleased, in my presence, to
subscribe his assent thereto in the name and
on behalf of Hiz Majesty.

A message was also received frem His
Excellency assenting to the said Bill

PROPOSED NEW RAILWAYS.
Prans, Ert., TABLED.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. W. T. Paget, Mackay) laid on the
table the plans, sections, and books of refer-
ence of the following proposed railway
extensions : —

Cloncurry-Mount Cuthbert, second sec-
tion—Dugald River to Mount Cuth-
bert ;

Enoggera to Terrors Creek;

Inglewood to Texas and Silverspur;

Roezkhampton to Alton Downs;

Tinana Deviation;

Via recta, Mount Edwards to Maryvale;
also report by Mr. N. G. Bell, late
Chief Engincer, on alternative routes
across the Main Range;

together with the Deputy Railway Commis.
sioner’s reports thereon.

Oydered that the reports be printed

QUESTIONS.
AlaryBonroUucH Ramwsy WORKSHOPS.

Mr. E. B. C. CORSER (Maryborough)
asked the Secretary for Railways—

“1. Is it true that the Railway Depart-
ment contemplates the removal of five
men from the Maryborough workshops
to the Ipswich shops; if so, for what
reason ?

“2. Ts it true that the Railway Depart-
ment contemplates sending from Mary-
borough and districts repair or other
work, which would exceed three days to
complete, to the Ipswich workshops,
nearly 200 miles away, instead of the
Maryborough workshops; if so, would
not this action necessitate extra expense
and loss of time?”’

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
replied—
“1. No.
“2. No.”

[ASSEMBLY.]

Questions

Apvances mo CrrTAIN COMPANIES.

Mr. BERTRAM (3aree), on behalf of
Mr, Huxham, asked the Secretary for Agri-
culture and Stock—

‘1. What werc the amounts advanced
by the State to the Broadsound Meat-
works, the Mackay Meatworks, the
Mackay Butter Factory, and the Nundah
Fruit Canning Company, respectively?

“2. Were any of the above under-
takings taken over by the State?

“3 Were any of the above under-
takings disposed of on account of the
State, and what was respectively realised ¥

“4. Of the above undertakings resold
or otherwise disposed of by the State,
what were the respective losses sustained?

‘5. Are there any reasonable prospects
of repayment of the total amounts ad-
vanced and incurred by the State to the
above undertakings, and which of them
may be so favourably circumstanced?”

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. John White, Musgrave) replied—

1, The only advance by the State has
been £425 to the Queensland Co-opera-
tive Fruit Preserving and Distributing
Company, Limited, Nundah.

“2. No.

3. No.

“4, No loss was sustained by the State.

“ 5. The Quecensland Co-operative
Fruit Preserving and Distributing Com-
pany., Limited, Nundah, has paid instal-
ments due to the 30th June, 1914, less
£7 9s. 4d.  See former answers.”

SuepLy or Erzcerric LIGHT.

Mr. GILDAY (lthuca) asked the Treasurer,
in the absence of the Premier—

“1. Has the Brisbane Tramways Com-
pany, Limited, psrliamentary authority
for supplying to the public and charging
them for electric light and power, as it
is at present doing?

“2. If so, will he state the provisions
and the Act from which the Brisbane
Tramways Company derives such autho-
rity 7

3. Is he aware that quite recently the
Hamilton, Windsor, and the Toombul
local authoritics declined to grant the
application on behalf of a proposed com-
pany for permission to supply electric
light and power within their boundaries
by means of overhead electric wires?”’

The TREASURER (Hon. W. H. Barnes,
Bulimba) replied—

“1. From my reading of the Act, I
do not think that they have. The ques-
tion, however, is a legal one, and a
definite answer cannot be given imme-
diately.

““2. Bee answer to No. L

“3. No.”

FrienpLy SocieTiEs’ MEDICAL INSTITUTES.

Mr. GRANT asked the Home
Seeretary—

“ Before doing anything in the altera-

tion of the friendly societies’ medical

institutes in the way required by the

(Fitzroy)
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Pharmaceutical Society, by deputation,
will he take into vonsideration the good
work performed by these institutes for
their members?”

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. G.
Appel, Aibert) replied—
“Yos

NTTaRASS AND RAmway WORKS.

Mr. BELL (Fussifers) asked the Secretary
for Railways—

“1. Is ho aware that sand and gravel
contsining nutgrass is being used for
conerete work on the Mumbilla-Mount
Edwards scetion of the via recta, thereby
infecting clean areas of land?

2. Will he issue instructions to pre-
vent the spread of the pest and mitigate
any damage already donc?”

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
replied- -
1 and 2. There is no information on
this subject in the Brisbane office, but I
am having inguiries made from the
resident enginecr on the work.”

PRrRICE FOrR WHEAT.

Mr. HUNTER (Maranoa) ssked the Trea-
surer, in the abscnce of the Premier—

“If, in view of the pressing necessity
for foodstuffs to fecd and support the
subjects as well as the defenders of the
Empire, and in consideration of the great
commercial Importance of the same
during the time of war, it is the inten-
tion of the Government to guarantee a
fixed price for wheat next season so that
farmers= may be encouraged to cultivate
larger arecas for crop next year?”’

The TREASURER replied—

“A final decision on question has not
yet been arrived at.”

FIxED

SUPPLY.
RESTMPTION 0F COMMITTEE—SECOND ALLOTTED
Day.
(Mr. Stodart, Logan, in the chair.)

HOME SETRETARY—ELECTORAL REGISTRATION.

Question stated—That £15,530 be granted
for ¢ Electoral Registration.”

Mr. KIBWAN (Brishanc): When the
Committee were discussing the increase of
£50 to the wisiting justice to Dunwich they
were told by the Home Secretary thabt the
reason for the increase was because that
gentleman’s  duties had increcased. Surely
the hon. gentleman did not. contend that the
duties of the officials in the Electoral Office
Lad increaw‘dl Allowing that they had not
increased, he (Mr. Kirwan) was preparea
to admit that when the Bill which w as being
gagged throuch the House was passed, the
dutics of those officers would considerably
increase. What De wanted to know was why
this differential treatment should be meted
out to ofticers in the Home Secretary’s De-
pmtm(‘nt—vhv Mr. Macdonald should get
an increase of £50 because his work had
increased and no increase was given to the
men in the Principal Electoral Registrar’s

19145 s
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Office? He thought there was nobody who
would not admit that they were important
officers and that they carried out their duties
with credit to themselves and the depart-
ment.

Mr. THEODORE (0Fillagoe): He thought
that this was an opportune time to question
the Home Secretary with regard to the
system of electoral registration and some of
the practices adopted by the revision courts.
They should wake it absolutely clear that
those persons who desired enrolmens should
be pmtu}ted It had been stated thav some
of the chairmen who presided at these courta
required the claims to be filled n according
to very strict teshnicalities and formalities
laid down by themselves. It appeared to
him that claims should not be rejected on
account of unimportant technicalities, and
the Home Seccretary should take some action,
suc hows 10 aing; a circular to the chairmen of
the courts, so that the Act would be uni-
formly administered. It would not be inter-
fereuen with the officers, but something like
what was done in the case of police magis-
trates rvegarding the administration of certain
metters, A claim should not be rejected, for
instance, mmoL because “ N.S.W.” was used
instead of ** Néw South Wales.” The magis-
trates presiding over the courts should exer-
cise ordinary comiiion sense in reviewing the
claims. If the Act did not give the Home
Mecretary power to do what he had suggested,
he thought cach registrar should be in-
strucled that when a claim eame in showing
slight informalities he should immediately
take steps to have the irregularity corrected
before 1t ceme before the court. It was
scandalous that persons who had the qualifi-
cation to get upon the roll should be pre-
vented by informalitics which did not in any
way affect the qualification. The Hon. the
Home Secretary should take the matter into
sccount, The evil could be remedied in one
or two ways, either by advising the chair-
men of the courts or by instructing the regis-
trars or police, or whoever dealt with the
claims in the first instance, in the manner he
had suggested.

Mr. LAND (Balonne) wished to bring
under the notice of the Home Secrctary the
way in which names were left off the rolls.
He found that in every electorate a number
of names were omitted from the roll of
persons who had not been in any way dis-

qualified. He had gone to the Principal
Electoral Registrar and he had not been

able to find out the cause of it. If a per-
son was marked as ‘““left’ or ‘ disquali-
fied,” there would be a record of whv he
was crased from the roll. The Principal
Electoral Registrar had only to turn up the
previous roll and he would be able to find
cut whether he was on the roll the year
before. He thought that some provision
should be made by which persons who were
omitted from the roll through some clerical
error and through rno loss of qualification
might be able to get a vote on polling-day.
Tt often occurved that persons went into a
rolling-booth and had no knowledge pre-
vicusly that their names had been left off
the roll.  Very often the presiding officer was
a leeal man and knew, perhaps, every elector
in the \'ifinitf, but he just quietly told each,
person, I am sorry your name is not on the
rell, and there is no provision in the Act bv
which T

can give you a ballot-paper.”
Speaking from memory, he knew of cases
which occurred at the last election. In one

case o man’s name had been removed, bub

Mr. Land.]
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his wife’s name had not been interfered
with, and there were fwo other cases in which
men had never changed their residences and
had lost no part of their qualification. They
were quietly told that their names were not
on the roll. He would like the Home Secre-
tary to take the matter into consideration
and amend the Act, so that the presiding
officers could give such persons votes.

Mr. PAYNE (Mitchell): He would like
the Home Secretary to give the House some
assurance in regard to the matter referred
to by the hon. member for Chillagoe. He
would give the Home Secretary the letter
which had been written to him in connec-
tion with the matter. With all due respect
to anyone clse, he thought this matter
affected him the most, because this letter
came from Longreach. The Home Secre-
tary sawd ‘“ Hear, hear!” when the letter
was read out previously. Was he going to
back up Mr. Aird, the electoral rcgistrar in
Longreach, when he said that the bench
would reject any claim not properly filled
in, and would not allow such abbreviations
as “N.S.W.” for New South Wales, * Vic.”
for Victoria, and ““ Q’land ” for Quecensland?
Was the Home Secretars going to allow such
small, insignificant things to deprive a man
from having & vote? What objection could
the Home Seccretary or any other fair-
minded man take to a man’s address being
given as “carc of the Australian Workers
Union office,” where his letters always went?
‘What corruption could there be in that?
There was no possibility of giving any other
honest address. Although the man might
be living at an hotel or boarding-house, he
would have his letters sent to the Aus-
tralian Workers’ Union office, because the
secretary of the organisation was always in
touch with the men, and knew whether they
were shearing in the shed or were in the
town, with the result that they would got
their letters when they were out shearing.
The hotel-keeper or the boarding-house
keeper would not know where the man was,
but the secretary of the Australian Workers’
Union would. It would not be fair if a
notification to strike a man’s name off the
roll was sent to the hotel, as it might lie
there for a couple of months, but if the letter
went to the office of the Australian Workers’
Union the man would be sure to get it. Un-
less the Home Sceretary had made up his
mind to squeeze these men out of their
votes——

The HomE SECRETARY: Oh, no!

Mr. PAYNE: He had strong doubts.
The Houe SecrETARY: Well, if you ap-

proach the matter from That point of view I
have nothing more to say.

Mr. PAYNE: He had very strong doubts
—knowing the circumstances of the occupa-
tions which those men followed—whether the
Hon. the Home Bceretary was not placing
great obstacles in the way.

The IToME SECREraRY: What has the Go-
vernment to do with the office?

Mr. O’SULLIVAN:
instructions.

The HouE SECRETARY : No, we never give
them any instructions of that character.

Mr. PAYNE: Did an electoral registrar
ever send a notice to an elcctor?

The HoMe SECRETARY: Of course he does,
in conformity with the Act.

[Mr. Land.

They carry out your
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Mr. PAYNE: But he was pointing out
that unless he sent it to the address where
those electors’ letters had been addressed
for years, the probabilitics were that they
would not get it for zome months.

The Houe SECRETARY : I will answer that.

Mr. PAYNE: Then, he wanted the Home
Sceretary to consider that part of the letter
with reference to a man having to give the
oxact date of his birth. Men might know
that they were born in a certain month, but
they could not tell the exact date, and, if
the exact date was not put in, was the ap-
plication going to be thrown out? He hoped
the Committee would obstruct the vote until
the Minister gave some answer to the ques-
tions which had been asked.

Mr. HAMILTON (Grzgory) said he could
corroborate the statement of the hon. mem-
ber for Mitchell that a great many who fol-
lowed the occupation of shearing had the
Australian Workers” Union office as their
address, as the sccretary of their union al-
ways.knew where they were. He, therefore,
saw no reason why that address should not be
allowed. Why did Mr. Aird, the -clectoral
registrar at Longreach, have a different mode
of filling in claim forms from that adopted
by other registrars in Queensland?  The Min-
istor stated that he never sent out instructions -
to the registrars. Why, then, should Mr.
Alrd take it upon himself to tell applicants
that, in addition to their country of origin,
they must state the town in which they were
born, and the very date of their birth?

The HoME SECRETARY: That is what I am
going to find out. When that instruction was
first mentioned in the Ilouse, I thought it
came from the head office, and 1 had to

back it up, whatever it was. (Opposition
laughter.)

Mr. HAMILTON: Tt secmed from what
the Home Secretary said, that Mr., Aird

alone was responsible for the issue of those
mstructions. He (Mr. Hamilton) had filled
in a great manv claim forms, and had scen
many others filled in by other persons, and
he did not remember one case in which the
town where a man was born was given.
There were thousands of men who could
not tell exactly the date of their birth.
He knew that he left home when he was
only a few months old, and that until he
wrote home and got particulars he was a
vear out in the date of his birth. Many
persons who came from the old countrv were
born before the Registration of Births,
Deaths, and Marriages Act came into opera-
tion, so that it was very difficult for them
to get the exact date of their birth. The
matter of filling up application forms should
be made as simple as possible, as long as
there were reasonable safeguards. Mr. Aird
had evidently taken a lot on himself.
The Hove SEoreETARrY: He has. -

Mr. HAMILTON: He thought Mr. Aird
should be called over the coals.

The Howme StcreTarRY: He has
been called upon for an explanation.

Mr. ITAMILTON : The head office should
send out some simple instructions to all
registrars, so that there might be uniformity
in filling up the forms. There should be no
sending out of instructions by individual regis-
trars according te their individual interpre-
tations of the law.

The HOME SECRETARY :
after this.

already

There won’t be
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r. HAMILTON: The result of rejecting
applications on the grounds mentioned in
Mr. Aird’s Instructions would bhe that the
persons concerned would have to send in
fresh  applications. Certainly Mr.  Aird
should be called over the coals for his action.

The Hoxe Srcrerary: He is going to be.

Mr. GILDAY (Ithara) wished to kuow
what was the resson that such a large por-
centage of olectors in Ithaca, who still oc-
cupiced the residences in which they had lived
for years, had becn advertised since the last
revision court as having left the district.
He did not suggest that the blame for this
rested with the department, but thought the
troubls arose from theswe who were sent out
to revise the rolls not knowing the boun-
daries of the electorate. e held that any
person who attempted to have the name of
an elector removed from the roll without a
legitimate rcason should be fined.

The Hoye SecrETARY: He has to lodge
5s. with his objection. h

Mr. GILDAY: Was that so under the
original Aet?

The fIoME SECRETARY: Yes.

Mr. GILDAY: Then the department

should be in a position to collect a number
of five shillings.

The HoME SECRETARY: As it happens, most
?fl the objections lodged have Loen success
ul.

Mr. GILDAY : He would cite a couple of

-cases which occurred in his cleciorate. A
man named Martin Keogh and his wife had
lived in Guthrie street for the last seventeen
vears; the man was a locomotive driver, and
had not loft his house during that time cx-
cept when he was away on his engine between
Brisbane and Gympis, wet he wss notified
that he had “left the distrist.”” There were
no other persons of the name of Keogh on
that eclectoral roll. Two brothers named
‘Roborts were knocked off the roll for a simi-
far reason, though thev ¢till lived in the
same place.. The name of Stephen Sheldon,
who lived in the Soudan Fatate, was also
removed from tha roll; thouch the names of
his son and wife were retzined on the roll.
_The Houm= SECRETARY: They act imper-
tlally, because they had removed the name
of 3Mrs. Appel from the roll, though she has
been living at her residence since she was
six years of age,

Mr. GILDAY: He was not saying that
-only the names of one party were removed
from the roll, but was pointing out that
names were 1mproperly removed. There
was something wrong with the system, and
it should be altered. Fe noticed that Mr.
Rose, one of the electoral registrars, had
been in,the service since 1879, and was ap-
pointed to his present position in 1900. Since
that date he had only received one rise of
£10. That officer was not getting a fair
deal, and he was the worst-treated officer
in the department to-day. Mr. Harris, the
other electoral registrar,. was appointed to
the Governmpnt service in 1883, and to his
present position in 1902, and he only had
an increase of £10 since his appointment.
There was something wrong, as the work
of this department had increased very much
in the last two or three years. These two
officers did their work well and conscien-
tiously, and they should get a fairer deal
than they were receiving at the present time.
He hoped that the revision of the rolls

[6 NoVEMBER.]
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would be done in a much better way than
it had been done in the past, so that
people who never left their electorates would
not have their names marked off the rolls.

Mr. FIHELLY (Paddington) agreed- with
the hon. member for Ithaca, that there
thould be some more efficient method of
dealing with the electoral rolls. At the
present time the Police Department did not
work in harmony with the Xlectoral De-
partment. A capable policeman would be
pit on to collect names in a certain dis-
triet, and when he was half way through his
would be transferred to the
country. The Home Secretary was in charge
of both departments, and he should see that
when a policeman started canvassing in a
metropolitan district that he was kept at
that work until he had completed the elec-
toral roll he was engaged on.

The Home SrcreTary: The Commissioner
for Police is entirely in charge of that busi-
ness. I have nothing to do with if.

Mr. FIHELLY: The Home Secretary
should see that the Commissioner did some-
thing in that direction.

The IOME SECRETARY :
authority.

Mr. FIHELLY : The hon. gentleman could
make that explanation, but what good was
it to hon. mebers or to the people outside?

The Howr SecrRETARY: The Commissioner
has authority under his own Act.

Mr. FIHELILY: What nonsense! The
Home Secrstary was the Minister in charge
of the department, and he had full authority.
Was he going to give over to the Commis-
sioner of Police full autonomy? The Com-
misstoner seeaied to be a sovereign within
a soversign State, and if he liked he need not
work in harmony with the Ilectoral Office.

The HouMe SeECRETARY: I have given power
in the Elestions Bill to the Principal Elec-
toral Registrar to demand what the hon.
gentleman is dealing with.

Mr. FIHELLY : That was better, as some-
thing of that nature was wanted. Messrs.
Rose and Harris could not possibly do their
work efficiently if they were not assisted in
the right way by the police.  The Police
Force contained many capable men, bus
they were not all good canvassers, and the
Home Secretary knew from his experience
of canvassers for the Liberal party that
every man was not a good canvasser, That
being so, he should put on a good can-
vasser to do the work and keep him at it.
He was glad that the Minister was going
to suspend Mr. Aird.

The Home SrCRETARY: No.
called upon to furnish a report.

Mr. FIHRELLY: Any officer who acted as
Mr. Aird had acted should be dealt with
immediately.

The Hove SEORETARY: I quite agree with
you that inquiry should be made.

Mr. FIHELLY : Any officer who said that
“N.8.W.” did not stand for New South
Wales, that “Q'1d” did not stand for
Queensland, and that “ Vie.” did not stand
for Victoria should be suspended forthwith.
Such a person should not be left in a respon-
sible position. He should be suspended.
Three of the questions that had to be an-
swered by people applying for a vote were

Mr. Fihelly.]

I have got no
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¢ Where were you born?” “ When were you
born?” and ‘““How did you arrive in this
State?”  An old lady came to him to-day
with an clectoral form to sign and she could
not answer those questions. She knew that
she was Lorn in the old country, but could
not say where, and she did not know when,
nor did she know how she came to Queens
lend.  The explanation was simple. She
arrived here when she was two or three
years of age, her parents died when she was
a baby. and she simply grew up, like Topsy.
Was the Home Secretary going to allow
that old lady to have a vote? -

The IIoME SecreTARY: I hope she will no
be deprived of her vote. Is she on the roll?

3r. FIHELLY: No, he =ent in the claim
that dey. Probably the compulsory voting
had frightened the old lady. She did not
troulle to met on the electoral roll before,
bevause she could not answer the questions.
She pointed out that she could not get on
the eclectoral roll beoceuse she could not
answer the questions, and if she did nos
get her name on the electoral rell she would
be fincd, =0 what was szhe to do? The
officers in the Electoral Department did good
work, but they did not have proper assist-
ance. He trusted the Home Secretary would
do something to place them on a better foot-
ing. lie would recommend that election day
should be proclaimed a general holiday
throughout the State, and that the young
clevks in the public service should be cm-
ployed as poll elerks. At present they seemed
to rely almost entirely upon old men to act
as poll clerks; in fact, they scemed to em-
ploy what might be called casual labour to
do that important work., At the recent, Com-
monwealth election he noticed that where-
ever young poll clerks were emploved the
work was done much mors rapidly and
efficiently than where old men were em-
ployed, and he was sure the Principal Elec.
toral Registrar would appreciate the assist-
ance of ‘the rounger members of the public
service.

Mr. PAYNE: It was only fair before Mr.
Aird was saspended that he should read the
Home Secsstary the first paragraph of the
letter which that officer wrote—

“ Sir,—I am directed by the chairman
of the bench of magistrates to forward
you specimen copies of claims for persons
wishing to be enrolled as clectors for
the Mitchell district, and would be
pleased if you would put them before
any person making out a claim.”

He would like the Home Socretary to say
who was the chairman of the bench of magis-
trates. He was very doubtful if it was Mz,
Burrowes, the police magistrate.

The HoME SECRETARY : 1 believe it is; but
I have asked to be supplied with the in-
formation.

Mr. PAYNE husrdly thought it was. Mr.
Aird had the reputation in the Mitchell dis-
trict of being a busrybody, and of tsaking a
lot of thingz on his own shoulders, and he
wanted the Home Seccretary to make in-
quirics before ho did ansthing in the matter.
If he had taken it upon hims2lf to write
such a letter, he wanted pulling up. Here
was another paragraph from the letter—

Tt iz w»lso requested that all claims
be filled in, in a# plain writing as pos-
sible, as we find flourishes very hard to
decipher, and it also prolongs the court
unnecexsarily.”’

Of course, it would take longer to read bad

[Mr. Fihelly.
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writing than good writing, but it was going
too fay if claims were to be rejected because
the writing was not copperplate. The edu-
cation of many of the men who had helped
to make Queensland the proiperous State
it was to-day, had, unfortunately for them-
selves, been neglected, and it would be a
miserable thing if, because a man got his
mate to fill in his claiin for him, and the
writing did not happea to be copperplate, it
was hable to be rejectad. e hoped the
hon. gentleman would make inquirics.

The Hoxe SecRrrary: The hon. member
must remember that, when that letter was
first quoted here. T was charsed withi being
at the head of it. Of course, I have had
ingairies made since then.

Mr. PAYNE: It was naturally thought
that no subordinate officer of the department
would take it upon himself to write such a
{etter.

The Houp 8SnereTARY: I naturally con-
cluded st first thst it had emaunated from
tie head office.

Nr. Haorrox: As a matter of fact, Mr.
Aird is an officer of the Lands Department.

The Hoxe SBECRETARY: Yei; lhe savs that
the chairman of the bench of magistrates in-
structed him o write the letter. 1 can assure-
the hon. member he will not do it again.

Hr. PAYNY : Some justicos out there were
as narrew as it was possible for them to be,
and he hoped the Home Secrctary would not
allow any beuch of squatters to deprive a
working man of his vote.

The boll indicated that the hon. member’s
time had expired.

Mr. ROBERTS (Faxt Tooxoorba) regret-
ted that the matter just referred to by the
hon. member for Mitehell had Liven brought
up in that Chamber at ail. A considerable
amount of time could have been saved if it
had been brought under the Home Scere-
tary’s notice outside the House altogether.
1le quite agreed with the hon. member for
Paddington that it was frequently very dif-
ficult for people to state the date of their
birth and where they were born. The reuson
of requiring the date of birth to be given
was that it was thought that a large number
of applicents for enrolment were under
twenty-one years of age, and it wes just as
well that inquiries should be made in such
cases. Personally, he would prefer to see
the paragraph struck out of the application
form. He thought the time had arrived
when election agents and private individuals
should be prevented from getting people’s
names placed on the electoral rolls, and he
would suggest that there should be an offi-
cer in every district to attend to that work.
Probably the police station would be the most
convenient place for people to go to apply for
errolment. An officer of the Police Foree could’
41 in all the answers to questions on the claim
form, and then inquiries could be made where
necassary. He thought that a syvstem of thag
wort would prevent mistakes being made.
They got no end of duplications on the rolls,
and numbers of names on diffcrent rolls in
Queensland, because in different contres they
found men out two and three nights in the
week on the street with a candle asking people
io get their names pub on the roll. He had

sesn men in George strect. Bris-

[4.30 p.m.] bane, under the influence of liquor,

beinz asked if their -names were
on the roll. He wsnted to get a complete
roll and a clean roll, and if the suggestion
he had made were adopted, the few pounds:
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it would cost would be well worth the ex-
penditure; and the Opposition, who paid
scores of agents for that class of work, would
save a considerable sum of money.

Hanxizrox: You have an organiser in

my district nosw.

. ROBYRTS: He knew that there were
Ltlbil{ll organisers, wut he wanted to get vid
of thewa, The present system led \o confu~
sion, ead if there wers soma publiz place
whore people could go and make application
for enlolmen’c it would save trouble affer-
wards. In the cass of invalids, swho were un-
able to attend the offica to z{ct their names
on the rell, the officer in ¢k mrge could be
notn“lu and he could =ond out an oflicer to
the necessary qhxhcatlon form ;ilied in.
L believed such & stem  was the right
thing, and the day w ou]d come whcn they
would adopt such a system, and thereby get
a clean roll in Quecrsland

Mr. BERTRAM (Umu): The hon. moem-
for Last Toowoomba }‘au expressed the
opinion that the preseid applicution form for
enrolment should be amended, as he did not
believe in persons being comndled to state
the date of their birth. It was a remarkablo
thing that that hon. member did nos support
the Labour party last year when they tried
to have t slause amended, and he (Mr.
Bertvam) ventured to say, if an attempt was
made this vear to amend that clause in the
Elections Act, the hon. member would be
found supporting the Govornment., He pre-
sumed, sceing that the Government could
give increases to none but highly prid officers
m the servies, that 1 would be impossible to
give an increase to the two officers mentioned
br members of the Opposition. He had
brought the matter up last vear, and then
intimates that those ofiicers had been in the
service for thirty «or forty years, and werve
not 1 lequately paid for the work they
periorm The Home Secretary had then
stated that, as 2 result of passing the ¥lee-
tions Act of 1913, additional work would be
jmiposed on those officers, and that when the
Estimates were bei conqdewc. this  yenr,
consideration weuld b+ given to the matter.
as well known that, as a result of the
o Bill thig session, further additicnal
work uld be thrown on those officers, and
the elestions next vesr would involve a great
deal of heavy \\ ork, and, notwithstanding the
fact that the G Gov ernment hed decided not to
give erneral Increasts, consid i
have hwen given fo those des
He would not have szid one
been for the fact that in
‘given to hmh]v paid officers.

The Howr SecRETARY: Noj; nof in
Home Departmeant.

Mr. BERTRADM ; The Committee had is-
cussed one the other day. He regretted ex-
coodin;r v that the officers to whom h had
referrad and other under-paid officers in the
service were no$ to receive increases.

Myr. BARBER (Bundaberg): The hon.
member for Hast Toowoomba had suggested
a new method of enrolment, but probabiy the
hor. member did not consider that a
majority of the electors who had the greatest
difficulty in getting on the roll at the pre-
sent time, and in keeping on the roll when
they were there. were people who could not
afford to lose time in order to come to town
‘to the office where those officials were located.
A very large number of people could onlv
- get into town on Saturday nights, and if

‘ord hklﬂ it not
ses were being

the
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the method suggested were adopted, it would
ke a miserable farce. He thowughly con-
curred in what one or two members of the
Opposition had said regarding the very low
laries received by two officers in the de-
partment, and those two men were respon-
sible for nine-tenths of the work of the
Klectoral Department. It must have been
quite patent to every member of the House
hat when the redistribution of seats took
: a year or two ego, that those two men
had to work practically night and day, and
he had never heard the Home Seccretary say
that they were getting any increasec or any-
thing in the shape of a bonus or overtime
payment. Those two men had to ascertain
in what eloctorate thousands of people in
the metropolitun area were really in, as the
people themselves not know wherc the
line of demarcation was drawn between the
resnective metropolitan electorates. In that
one iustance zlone those two men had a tre-
mendous anmunt of extra work to do, and in
the past thex had bheen verv harshly treated in
only | r vn increase of about £10 for a
considerable number of years. At the last
general clection, owigg probably to the re-
((i«*"blltl()l of sca some mistakes may
have been made “hLP the names werc trans-
ferred to the provisional roll, and then again
from the provisional roll to the printed “roll
that was used at the cleetion, and several
Bundaberg electors when ther went to the
poll found their names were not on the
voll. Those people had never left the place,
but throuzh some error on somebody’s park
their names did not appear on the new roll.
He (Mr. Barber) came down to the Principal
Flectoral R(‘O’L rar, and that gentleman gave
him every assiztance he could. He pomted
out that the names being lefi ¢f the roll,
through no fault of the donmtment so faras
he could sec ¢, he could not help them. He
wanted the hon. member to look into the
matter, becauss it was quite possible that
when the noxt election came round they
would find similar cases to those fo which
he referred, and it was very hard that
worthy citizens who had lived for years in
the State and in one clecinrate should,
through the error of the Printing Office or
some Clovernment official, be doprl"ed of the
franchise. What he had stated took place
in sevoral electorates, and he was quite safe
in saying that at the last general eloctlon
hundreds of peonle were dlsfnnchhed in the
same way. In the filling in of the clectoral
claims there was verv often what the elec-
toral officer considered to be some fechnical
informality, ‘chmugh which the persons who
filled them in were decbarred from getting
on the roll at the court at which the claims
were considered. Referring once more to
what took place in Bundabmg the other
da*‘ he was quite safe in saying that out

£ 113 claims which were rejected, the major
part would be thrown out simply because, in
answering the questions as to whether they
had been boni fide residents of Queensland
for tvmlxe months, they had answered the
question, “In what district or where?” by
answering ““ Bundaberg,” instead of Bunda-
bere and district. ¥t was a peculiar thing
about that ch'u'mmg sweet district of Bun-
Adaberg that a large number of men who
went there to work in the sugar industry
were altogether ignorant of the boundaries
of the electorate.

The Flome SEcrrTaRY: The organisers who
get them to sign the claims are not.

Mr. Barber.]
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Mr. BARBER: What had the hon. mem-
ber got to say about the organisers?
Although that lying report appeared in the
“ Courier”

The HoME SECRETARY: It is true, abso-
lutely true.
Mr. BARBER: The office from which

that lying statement emanated had not the
courage to publish the last paragraph in
their own paper. All that was referred to
there—and he knew that the police magis-
trate did it——was that the police magistrate
called the attention of the claimants in
several instances to the careless manner in
which they (the claimants) had answered the
questions. But that gentleman did not say
what appeared in the ‘‘Courier”’—that the
police magistrate practically censured the
pe=ple who filled in the claims. KEverr man
whose claim was filled in was justly entitled
to be on the roll.

The Hoxe SECRETARY: They were fraudu-
lent claims, fraudulent claims!

IIr. BARBER: If the hon. member says
that, he says what is absolutely untrue.

The IIovz SeCrReTARY : Fiddlesticks!

Mr. BARBER: There was no fiddlesticks

about it. The statcment is not in accordance
with fact.

The HoME SECRETARY:
otherwise.

Mr. BARBER: Why, the ITon. the Min-
ister for Agriculture knows as well as I do,
vet he has the insufferable gall and cheel

The court found

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.
member must  not  use unparliamentary
language.

Mr. BARBER: The Hon. the Minister for
Agriculture had the impertinence and cheek
to say, when he called his attention to the
same thing. that a large number were not
in the electorate at all.

The HoME SECRETARY :
out this time.

Mr. BARBER: He was not. At the very
time they were rejected 70 per cent. of the
claimants were to be found in the electorate
of the Secvetary for Agriculture. He knew
very well that a considerable number of the
men had left the mill where they had been
working when the claims were made, but
they were working in some part of the Mus-
grave electorate, and the Minister for Agri.
culture knew it as well as he did. The major
portion of those who worksd in the Musgrave
distriet always referred to that district as
“ Bundaberg,” or ¢ Bundaberg district,”
and the hon. member knew it, and that
seemed to him to be the technicality which
caused a large number of the claims to be
thrown out the other day. What was the
Hom% Secrctary going to do to meet those
cawos ?

The HonE SECRETARY : Sce thut only men
who are entitled get on the roll.

Mr. BARBER: They were entitled.
The Homez SECRETARY : They were not; the
court found ctherwise.

Mr. BARBER: Of course, they made a
big point simply because they put  Bunda-
berg,”” instead of “ Bundaberg and district.”
Why, there was not room on the electoral
claims to go into all the details about your
genealogy and pedigree and autobiography,
and all that sort of thing, running back

[Mr. Barber.

You were bowled
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for sixteen generations like the Flome Secre-
tary had inflicted on the House at a previous
sitting. You would require a couple of fair-
sized volumes to do it. If these men were
to apply at the next court, would the Home
Secretary allow them to get on the roll?

The Home SECRETARY : If they arc entitled
they will ke put on; if they are not, they
won’t.

Mr. BARBER : They were entitled. At the
time they applied to get on the roll everyone
of them possessed the necessary residential
qualification. (Government laughter.)

The HoME SECRETARY : Nonsense |
only trying to cover up your tracks.

Mr. BARBER: That was all you got from
the hon. member. The very political atmos-
phers of Queensland was vitiated and recked
with the stonch of this trying to keep people
off the roll. To go buack to his first know.
ledge of Qucensland twenty-four years ago,
they had 1t in the Bulcock days, and right
down the last quarter of a century the same
dastardly sort of thing was perpctrated on
the majority of these pecople who had no

You are

protection except on the Labour side. And
then they were told that they were not quali-
fied.

The Hose SecrETaRY : They are not.

Mr. BARBEK: If the hon. membsr said
that cutside, he (Mr. Barber) would express
himself more strongly than he was allowed
to do in that House.

The bell indicated that portion of the hon.
member’s time had expired.

Mr. BARBER: He had another five
minutes. Some of the electoral registrars
were not so exacting as to ask thesc people
to remember everything that had ceourred
in their lives. Hundreds of people of his ac-
queintance could not tell the date of the
month on which they were Dborn, or even
give the month or the year, and if the business
ocutlined in the circular was going to be
carried out they would disfranchise hundreds
of others. He had never seen sucii a lot of
rubbish as was set out there. A man or
woman was ssked to write practically in a
neat hand. If they had applicd that test to
a large number of the civil servants when
they passed the examination, a lot of those
who were in the service to-day would not
have succeeded. These men, boys of the
moleskins, flannels, who had not had the op-
portunity of education, through having to
start to work early in life, who had pionecred
the country and helped to build up our indus-
trics, and who had provided the money, to
a large exteut, to give free cducation in our
schools and universities, whereby it had been
made possible for town people to get a liberal
e¢ducation—these men were compelled to
svork outside, and yet they were turned down
because ther did not dot their “1's’ or cress
thels “t's”

The Houg SECRETARY : Piffle, pifle !

Mr. BARBER: The hon. gentlemman was
a past master at it. He thought yesterday,
wwhen the Home Secretary said he first saw
the light in Brisbane, that he mus: have come
under the dominating influence of Mr. Bul-
cock, and learnt some very queer lessons
there. When the hon. gentleman got up in
the House and appealed to the prople out-
side, it reminded him of an old sayving which
was applicable to the hon. geutleman, © He
protesteth too much.” The hon. gentleman
protested that they had got the best elee-
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toral franchise in the world. What was the
good of giving a broad franchise if they de-
liberately blocked people who were qualified
just as much as the hon. gentleman? These
people had to earn their bread and butter
outside, and they were deliberately, scandal-
onsly, and dastardly robbed of their franzhise.
If he were the Home Secretary he would
do anything before he would descend to such
dirty and scandalous work.

* The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTTURE
was surprised at the indignation of the hon.
member for Bundaberg. (Hear, hear!) He
did not want to go into mock heroics about
the rights of electors, but he thought there
was no one in the House who wished to de-
prive the honest man of a vote. (Hear,
hear!) e was going to give one or two
mstances of tiie men who were applying to
be put on the roll. There was one man who
did not want to be put on the roll, and he
told one of the Labour organisers in the dis-
trict who wanted to put him on the roll that
he had only been in Quecnsiand for three
months; that he had come from South Aus-
tralia, and that he had only been ten days
in the Musgrave electorate. The organiser
replied, “ Don’t mind that; that is all right.
You go on the roll.”” That was an actual
case, as the man came and *old him at the
court,

Mr. Kirwax : “Where is that man working?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
He was not going to implicate that man, as
they knew what the result would be if it was
known to the Labour organisers in the Bun
daberg and Musgrave electorates. Another
man had just come from Rockhampton, and he
told them, when they wanted to put him on
the roll, that he had only been therc ten
davs, and said he did not want to sign his
name, but they said, *““Sign your name.”’
The gentleman who was going round getting
these names was the champion roll-stuffer of
Quecnsland. (Opbposition dissent.) e would
read an extract from the “ Bundaberg Mail,”
of Tuesday, 3rd November

“ George Rrland, called by My, Hamil-
ton, deposed: I am a labourer, residing
in Sussex street, South Brisbane; the
claim produced is witnessed by me; I
have no knowledge of having scen Miller
previous to the day he signed,”

It was an understood thing that when a
man was putting another man on the roll, and
signing the claim as a justice of the peace, he

should have known the man for twelve
months.
OpposiTION MEMBERS: No, no! What
stupidity !

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
“and have no persoual knowledge of the
facts contained in the claim; I have only
read part of the Electoral Act; I was
thirieen years a member of the Quecns-
land Parliement; I did not know that the
justice signing the application form was
required to sign a certificate that he had
personal knowledge of the applicant.”

Tf the forin had been properly signed and
the declaration put- on to the bottom of it,
he would bave been liable to a fine of £50.

{Opposition dissent.) Mr. Ryland continued—

“I had not been making mysclf ac-
quainted with the Electoral Act; I did
not evade signing the certilicate because
I wished to cvade prosecution; I am not
well conversant with the Act.”

He (Mr. White) did not profess to be well
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conversant with the provisions of the Hlec-
tions Act, and he did not go round putting
people on the roll, whether they were en-
titled to be put oun or not. He neither went
round putting the names of people on the
roll nor employed other: to engage in roll-
stuffing.

Several members interjecting,

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I must insist
upon members maintaining proper order,
and I ask them to abstain from disorderly
interjections. Hon. members who are inter-

jecting will have an opportunity

5 p.m.] afterwards of addressing the

Committee, and in the meantims
they should allow the Secrvétary for Agricul-
ture to make his speech without these fre-
quent Interjections.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
He did not want to pursue the subject any
further, and should not have spdken at all
if the hon. member for Bundaberg had not
referred to him’® personally. Hitherto he had
never tried to get a single name on the rou
in any electoraie in Queensland, but the
people in his distriet had taixen up this
matter with the view of purifying the roll.
At the last Federal election a great many
men waited at Gin Gin for the purpose of
voting there, and they lefs the district the
mornmg after the election. Ie was con-
vinced that there had been put on the roll
the names of a great many people who were
not entitled to be on it, and it was his in-
tention to take more interest in future in
getting people off the roll who wers mnob
entitled to be on. It was absolutely against
the principles of even hon. members opposite
to have men on five or six rolls in Queens-
land, and he knew some cases where that
had occurred.

Mr. THEODORE: You don’t know any.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I have asked
hon. members two or three times already to
refrain from interjecting, and I hope the
hon. member for Chillagoc will respect my
request, and assist in maintaining order.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE::
A great deal of indignation had been shown
over this matter, but there was no nced for
any indignation, because everyone who was
entitled to be on the roll would be kept on
the roll. Bub, in some cases, there were
men who used two names. One man got on
the roll at Fairymead under one name and
on the roll at Waterloo under another name,
and possibly on the roll somewiere else under
another name. How could we have clean
rolls when men were going about the country
and getting their names on the roll in that
way, for one purpose only? He sincevely
regretted that the hon. member for Bunda-
berg had brought hiz (Mr. White’s) name
into this matter, because he was not at the
court. The hon. member for Bundaberg
was there, and he (}r. White) did not think
that any member of Parliament should take
part in these matters; they should be left
cntirely to the electors. The men whose
names were objected to in the case under
discussion had a solicitor from Maryborough
to defend them and see that they got jus-
tice, and he presumed they got justice, be-
cause he did not think that any member
present would say that injustice was done by
police magistrates in Queensland, who were
just as honest as any member on either side
of the House. He hoped that the new Elec-
tions Bill would give them clean electoral

Hon. J. White.]



1800 Supply.

rolls, and if it did so, it would do great
deal of good for Queensland. The system
of roll-stuffing that wes carried on was no
credit to anyone engaged iun i, no matter
to what party he might belong.

Mr, McCORMACK (Cair
amusing  to hear Ministerialists making
attacks on agents of the Labour party for
attempting to stuff the rolls, sceing that
they themselves were going to do, by a new
Act of Parliament, what thev could not get
their agents to do. A Mimstry who owed
their position to a Liberal majorits should
be the last to take exception to their oppon-
ents securing the franchise for their sup-
porters.  Last rear the present Adminis-
tration appoint an ex-inspector of police
as a Liberal organiser, and that ‘nspector
was allowed to retire before his time had
expired. That was admitted.

) It was rather

The ¥loxs SzCRETARY : No, that is aob ad-
mitted.

Mr. McOUORMACK : iIe hoped the Chair-
man would proteet him from the Home
Secretary, seeing that he had warned men:-
bers on the Opposition side of the House
against making imterjestions, The Minister
had the right of reply, and he should allow
members on that side to make their state-
ments without interruption. Ie knew that
the Home Departniont attached to that
police inspector’s retire:nent a proviso that
e wonld have to act as Liberal organiser.

The Homr Szcririny: Now, be honest.

Mr. McCORMACK : The hon. gentlemun
knew that the men he referred to, ex-In-
spector Mulone, never received one penny
of salsry from the Liberal organisation. The
hon. member for Normanby and the presi-
dent of the Liberal organisation up there
denied that Mr. Malone was paid one penny
by the Liberal orgsnisation.

Mr. Arcmea: Ie was paid by the lecal
people up there.

Mr. McCORMACK : Mr. Draper, who was
president of the local organisation, denied
that Mr. Malone was receiving anything
from the organisation.

Mr. Arcizr: Who paid him?

Mr. McCORMACK : e got £450 a year
as pension from the people of Queensland.
Why was 3r. Malone an organiser? He
spoke in the past tonse, because he believed
that after an attempt for twelve months to
make Cairus a Liberal electorats, Mr.
Malone gave up the work. He did his work
honestly; he sat at street corners trying to
get Libersl supporters on the roll, and
adopted all the tactics of the Labour party
to get men on the roll. If Mr. Malone was
forced to get out of office through ill-health,
why should the proviso be added that he
was to act as organiser for the Liberal party?

Mr. ArcHER: Where was this proviso?

The Hovr SECRETARY: In the hon. mem-

ber’s imagination.

Mr. McCORMACK : There wos some un-
holy alliance entered into with Mr. Malone.
The Home Seccretary had a friend at Cairns
whom he would like to see as his {(Mr.
McCormack’s) opponent at the next election.

The HoMr SECRETARY: Why not?

[Hon. J. White.
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Mr. McCORMACK: He had no objection
at all, but why should he adopt this method
of organising?

The Hoyr SrcreTaRY: You say that he
adopted the tactics of the Labour party.

Mr. FIHELLY rose to a point of order,
and asked if the Home Secretary was in
order in making interjections afier the
Chailrman had warncd hou. meiabers on the
Opposition side nos to make interjections?

Mr. McCORMACK : le had no objection
to the interjections, and he was ouly sorry
that he did not have a voice like the Ilome
Secretary to make himsgelf heard. The
Labeur party organised frowm its own funds.
The Liberal party had devious merhods of
organising, bat their methods unever suc-
cecded. The Minister for Agriculture made
a statement about Mr. George Hyiand wit-
nessing  a signature when the man who
signed the claim, was not entitled to a
vote. They knew very well that the justice
of the peace witnessing the zignature only
attestad the signature and not what was in
the document. It was the applicant who
rendered himself liable if he did anything
wrong, and not the justice of the pecace, who
merely attested the signature of the ap-
plicant. What the Government could not do
by organising, they were going to do by
means of the Hlections Act. e would like
to draw attention to the resalis of Mr.
Malone’s orgaunising in tiie Cairns district,
and it would be interesting to know ‘how
he spent his time, for which he was being
paid by the people of Queensland. At the
State election in 1912 he (Mr. MeCormack)
received a majority of only seventy over
his opponent, Mr. John Mann. At the next
Federal election, held in 1913, Mr. Bamiord
received a majority of 600 over Mr. Munn
in the same clectorate. The Liberal party
then got to work and started organising, He
(My. McCormack) was the member for
Cairns then, and he also attended to the
organising on behalf of the Labour party,
and he got everybody on the roll who was
entitled t6 be on. After Mr. Malone had
been organising for twelve months, another
Federal election was held, and in the town
of Cairns alone the Labour candidate had a
majority over his opponent of over 1,000
votes.

Mr. LARCOMBE:
plain about Xalone?

Then why do you com-
Laughter.)

Mr. McCORMACK: Ile was not com-
plaining about Malone. e was quite will-
g for him to be kept there. Immediately

Mr. Malone became an organiser in Cairns,
the Labour partv swept the clections for the
town council in Cairus. Prior to Mr. Malone
being appointed as Liberal orgauniser, the
Liberal party polled 750 votes in (airns,
but, after Mr. Malone was at work for
twelve months, the Liberal candidate polled
only 571 votes. The Liberals did not leave
Cairns, but they were disgusted with the
action of the Government, and ~voted for
the Labour man. When a public servant was
retiring from the service the Home Secretary
would at least study the public interests
before he put him in the position of
organiser of the Liberal party.

Mr. FORSYTH (YWurrumba): The hon.
member for Cairns stated that all that a
justice of the peace had to do was to attest
the signature of the person making the
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claim for a vote. He had to do a good
deal more than that, as he would show from
the Act.

Mr. WINSTANLEY : We know it just as well
as you.

Mr. FORSYTH: They did not seem to
know it when one hon. member said that a
justice  of the peace only attested the
claimant’s name. This was what was sot
out in the Act—

" The justice or any other person at-
testing the claim shall, if he is not per-
sonally acquainted with the facts, sati fy
hiteself by inquiry from the claimant
or otherwize that the answers to the
questions wre true, and shall sign ab the
joot ¢f the claim a certificate in the
following form or to the like effect, as
under.”

Did the hon. member ray that that was
wrong? The person attesting the claim was
supposed to ask the claimant the necessary
questions, and satisfy himself that every-
thing was all right, or he might accept the
man’s own wora, rle did not care wuoether
it was a Labour organiser or a Liberal
organiser, but if a man put a peroun on
the roil who was not entitied. to pe on the
roil I should be knocked out. The ilmisier
for Agricuiture showed where s muan left
Rockhampton on the 16th September, and
he sent in claim on the 28th September.
That was the cvidence which he gave
court, and it was corroborsted. That clain
was witnessed by Ay, Ryiand. Accordiug
to the next clause in the et, if Mr. Ryland
sagned  that  certificate, kunowing that the
man was legally not entitled to a vote, he
could be fined £50. It was a disgracetul
thing for anyone to do thal. He intended
to weal with this question when he was
speaking on the RElections Bill. e thought
that no oune should got on the roll unless
they did so under fawr and honourable con-
ditions. 3le never canvassed for names him-
self, and ke had not 1ed six eleetion forms
ever since he had been in Parliament.

Mr. BowMaN: You have agents to do it
for you.

Mr. FORSYTH: He did not have any
agent In his clectorate and no organiser.
If the people liked to put names on for
themselves they could do so. Irom the
evidence they had that day, men were put
on who had wo right to be on the roll. It
was illepal to try to put a man’s name on
the roll when lLie was not two months in the
electorate.

My, Tueopore: Members on this side up-
hold you in that. No organiser would put
ou a man unless he was entitled to be on.

Mr, FORSYTH : He was not blaming the
hon. member for Chillagoe, but it was & con-
terapiible thing for any organiser—Labour or
Liberai—to put a man on the roll when he
had no right to be on the.roll. He did not
say that any hon. member on the other side
would do it: but the evidence showed ihat
people were being put on the roll who had no
right to be therc. He knew of a case in
which a_man applied for enrolment in 5 dis-
trict and siated that hg was alrcady on the
roll of anotlier district, and he wuas put on
the roll: but, when the roll which he stated
he was alveady on was examined, it was found
that he was not on it at all. Everything
should be done to discourage such detestable
practices.  I1n would rather go out of Par
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liament altogether than remain there through
a lot of his friends stuffing the roll in his
interests.  Ile trusted that the Home Secre-
tery would take steps to deal severely with
any person who did such a thing.

Hr. McCOBRMACK krew the Act quite
as well as the hon. membor for Murrumba.
Whst he said was that the justice of the
peace attesting a claim had only to see the
applicant attach his signature to the applica-
tion form, and the applicant was responsible
for the statements contained in the document.
That was the law.

Mr. ForsyTH: Read soction 30,
My, McCORMACK: The bon. membsr
only read as much as suited himself. The

on read—

“The justice, or any other pers at-

texting  the claim  shall, if h‘e 18 not
€ ‘ N .

personally acquainted with the facts,

satisfy himself by inquiry from the claim-
any or otherwise, chat the ansvers 1o
the questicns arve_trus. and shall sign ot
ihe foot of the claim a eortificste in the
following form, or to like effect.”

@

That was the only Act o the statute-book
where such a thing was required of su_atfest-
ing justdee. How could any man in Queens-
land know whether an applicant came to the
by the s.5. “ Bremen” or the sis. *COr-
P in any cu was theve anything
to ¢how that Air. Ryland had net done oll
that that section reguired? The bon. mem-
ber made an ex-parte statemoent, and it
was withont foundati He (Mr. McCor-
imack] had attested numbers of forms for
people he did not know, and he distinct
ashed them whether all their answers were
true, and, if he said *‘ Yes.” he attested the
forms. He would undert: that not one-half
per cent. of the forms flled in in the Electoral
Department since the Act came into fores
had that proviro. Arnr Act of Pavliament
that was not carried out was iot an Act of
Parliament at all; it became a dead letter.
amount of Acts on the

There were any
statute-boolk that were broken every dav,
but they had not besn repesled, and no

one twould think of instituting a prosccution
against anyone for breaking thera. In this
cause one individual did not put in
proviso after witncwsing a form or a num
bher of forms in the Dundabevs district, he
was being pilloried in that Chamber and
called a roll-stuffer. Well, if Mr. Ryland,
was 4 roll-stuffer. every person in Queensland
who had witnessed any other person’s claim
was equally a voll-stuffer.  The mere say-so of
the Servetary for Agriculture in the matter
was not worth anvthirg, If this man signed
the declaration under the Oaths Act, why was
he not in custody for perjury?

The bell indicated that a further portion of
the hon. member’s time had expired.

Mr. McCORMACK (continuing) said that
if the IIome Beereary knew that this man
hed broken the provisions of the Oaths Act, it
was his duty to bring that person to justice.

The Hous SucrrrArY: Don’t blame me,
berause I do not care to prosecute.

McCORIACK : ¥le rather admired
hon. gentleman lor not being willing to
prosecute; but, when a matter like that was
uiade the subject of debate in that Chamber,
it was the duty of the hon. gentleman, as
head of the department which was respon-
sible for the administration of the Act, to

Mr. McCormack.]
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take action. The Secretary tor Agriculture
¢2id that Mr. Ryland did not know the Act.
It was quite possible that he did not, seeing
that that part of the .ict was a dead letter,
and that nobody complied with it.

The HoME SECRETARY :
that.

Mr. McCORMACK: He did believe it.
He had scen Ministers—particularly the Sec-
retary for Agriculture —introducing Bills of
which they knew very little. He had seen the
Home Secretary having to refer to the
statutes, and he did not blame him for hav-
ing to do that. It was not a crime not to
know Acts of Parliament. It had been amply
proved that there was nothing wrong in what
Mr. Ryland had done, and that cveryone
else did it; so why single out Mr. Ryland
and accuse him of roll-stuffing ?

_ The Howe SrcrETARY: You will agree that
it is time that sort of thing was discontinued?

My, McCORMACK : He would agree with
the hon. gentleman in anything when he
brought this man to justice. At any rate,
that was no excuse. The whole thing had

been brought about as a result of

{5.30 p.m.] instructions from. the head office

on the eve of an election. It was
part of the Government’s organising scheme,
and, no doubt, the objections were made at
that particalar time in that particular place
just when the Elections Bill was to be dis-
cussed in the House. That had been the
whole foundation of the arguments why the
law should be altered; because a few men at
Bundaberg who, in spite of all the talk
about qualifications, were entitled to a vote.

The Hoxe SECRETARY : One man is already
on the Bundaberg roll, and he tried to get
on the Musgrave roll—one of your organ-
isers,

Mr. McCORMACK : He was not a Labour
orgailiser.

The IIoME SeCRETARY: Here it is. I will
read out his name—kHenry John Saunders.

Mr. Kirwax: There is no such man em-
ploved by the Labour party.

_ Mr. McCORMACK : Tt was like all the
statemcnts of the Home Secretary.

The Hour SECRETARY : Here is the Bunda-
berg roll; there is his name, and he tried to
get on the Musgrave voll. You cannot get
outside that.

Mr. McCORMACK: He was quite satis.
ied nothing definite could be proved in con-
nection with the Bundaberg affair. The
only thing that had been proved was that
the Home Secretary had not carried out his
duty.

_The Ilove SpcReTARY: I believe you are
right in that, but I am going to carry out
my duty in the future. :

Mr. ADAMSON (Roekhampton): What-
ever the Home Secretary thought or said,
Mr. George Ryland was not a roll-stuffer in
the sense stated by the Home Secerctary and
the Secretary for Agriculture.

The Hove SeCRETARY: The hon. member
knews he is a champion at it.

Mr. ADAMSON: Mr. Ryland was per-
fectly right in seeking to put men on the
roll whom he believed had a right to be on
the roll, and it was the duty of the electoral
officers to sce if there were any mistakes,
and that thesc mistakes were corrected.

[#r. HcCormack.

You don’t believe
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There were some mistakes in putting men
on the roll when they ought nct to be there,
and there were also mistakes in putting men
off the roll when they ought to be on.
There was no more honourable man in
Queensland that Mr. George Ryland, and no
man had worked harder for the principles
he believed in.

The Houe SECRETARY : He's a perfect poli-
tical crook.

Mr. THEODORE: You arce a perfect black-
guard for saying that.
hon.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The
member must withdraw the expression *‘a
perfect blackguard.”

Mr. THEODORE: I withdraw the state-
ment that the Home Secretary is a black-
guard, but T will repeat it outside, because
he has called a man, behind his back, a
“ political crook.” No man but the Home
Secretary would do a thing like that.

Mr. ADAMSON asked if the Home Sec-
retary was in order in calling Mr. George
Ryland a “ political crook.” It was a most
co'ﬁﬁrdly thing to traduce a man behind his
back.

The CHAIRMAN: The cxpression made
use of by the Home Secretary is unparlia-
mentary, and I must ask him to withdraw it.

The HOME SECRETARY: I have been
ssked to withdraw the statement © political
erook,” and I do so willingls.

Mr. ADAMSON said he had beon in com-
munication with certain people who had a
zood deal to do with the last revision court
m Rockhampton, and some of these people
would like to kmow very much why a great
number of names were taken off the Fitzroy
and Rorkhampton rolls, and on what in-
formation they were taken off; why names
were taken off the Keppel roll as well, and
how many of those pcople who were taken
off had since applied to be put on, and had
alreads proved that they had not removed
from the electorate; that they had not been
away from the electorate for a numbe> of
vears, rot even for two consccutive days,
und yet they found that one in every five
of the claims brought forward in the Fitz-
roy clectorate were rejected, and omne in
every six in the Rockhampton electorate.
They kncw that much of the information
was supplied by the police, and many of the
claims which were filled in by the police
were inccirect. There was a Sergeant
Brown, at Allenstown, and the statement
was that many of the claims he filled in
were incorreet. If the officers employed by
the department could not fill those claims in
correctly, those whose claims were filled in
incorrectly should mot be disfranchised he-
eause of the actions of tnose employed by
the Home Secretary’s Department. So far
as members of the Opposition were con-
cerned, they were just as anxious as mem-
bers opposite to have a clean roll, and to
have a correct roll, but they wanted to have
a full voll. After the last Federal election
there were something like 900 electors taken
off the Rockhampton roll: there were 400
taken off the Keppel roll, and about 36 taken
off the Fitzroy roll;* and what did they find
in relation to that matter? That the agent
of the Liberal party in Rockhampton went
about his business very quickly, and the
names that had been taken off the Fitzroy
roll, and taken off wrongly, had been re-
stored. Members on the Government szide
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had spoken about the Tabour party using
agents.  Nobody used more agents for that
particular work than the Liberal party, and
they did it more effectually, because they
had got more money to do it, and they
could get money in ways that the Labour
party were not able to do. So far as the
Normanby by-clection, which took place
soon after the Federal election in 1913, was
concerned, why the roll was purged to such
an extent that there were about forty people
in one little place just outside Mount Mor-
gau, Baree, Labour voters, who were taken
off, and who would have voted had theyv
been dealt with fairly. As far as roll-stuff-
ing was concerned, he (Mr. Adamson) did
not know that he had filled in twelve claims
during the whole of the time he had had to
do with polities, and so far as those certi-
ficater, about which there was so much
noise, were concerned, it was only lately
that they had heard ansthing about them.

He guaranteed that 70 per cent. of the
claims that had been received in the
past by the electoral registrars, and the

names put on the electoral roll, did not con-
tain that certificate. The Liberal party
were anxious now to purge the rolls agaiu.
That was what thix new Bill was designed to
get—clean rolls. He would gunarantee that
the men on that side would do their best to
get clean rolly, but they were also golng to
do their best to got full rolls, but a lot
of men would be disfranchised by that Act
of last year and the present Bill who ought
to get on the rolls, and who had as much
right to exercise the vote as the FHome Sce-
retary had. The definition of “ residence”
and all that kind of thing, which would be
discurscd, he supposed, next week, prevented
persons from getting on the roll. Ile knew
that at the last Rockliampton revision court
the absolutely ridiculous and vexatious ap-
plication form, with all its questions, caused
a good deal of annoyance, and one man
who watched the Labour interests em-
phasised the fact that there nceded to be a
simple application form that could be filled
out by everybody. It was not only the
claims of illiterate people which were re-
jected becausa they were not filled out pro-
perly, because some men who were bank
managers and insurance managers did not
fill out that claim properly. When the State
elections came round next year he hoped
the Home Sceretary would be just as anxious
to have as many peoble as possible on the
roll as he was anxious to have a purged
and clean roll. They wanted to get as
many people to the polls as possible, and
one way to get that was to have as many
pollisig-places as possible, and wet at the
last two or three elections in Rockhampton
they applied for additional polling-places at
places a good way from the central booth
and they could not get thom.

The Houz SECRETARY : Were the applica-
tions in time?

Mr. ADAMSON: They were in time, but

- they were refused by the returning officer,
and there were people in Rockhampton whe,
had just as much judgment as the police
mogistrate. They ought to have a polling-
booth in the Archer Ward and another down
at the swamp, which was ncarly a mile o
more than a mile away from the central
polling-place. He was prepared to say
that the Homs Secretary wanted to have a
square go at the cleetions, though it did
secm that the Bill he had brought in was a
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very peculiar Bill, just as the Bill passed
last year was a very peculiar Bill, and the
arrangements in the past were not in the
direction of trying to get as many to vote
as possible, but as many as possible to vote
as might be of a certain kind. Ile was
sorry to have to say that, because he liked
to give the credit of honesty to members
on the other side, but he did say that the
provisions of the 1913 Act and this Bill
would prevent thousands of splendid men
from getting a chance to vote. The Home
Secrotary ought.not to iry to do such things.
He had a very scrious responsibility for
the Act of last year, and he would have a
more serious respousibility for this Bill,
because, of course, they knew that he could
pass it because he had the numbers. But the
time would comec when they would get
back to the more democratic measures which
were passed in 1904 and 1908. He hoped that
the Home Seccretary would sce that they got
more polling-places in all of the centres
around Rockhampton.

Mr. LARCOMBE (Keppel) would like to
ask the llome Scerctary whether anything
had been done to give effect to tho resolu-
tions carricd at the Premiers’ Conference in
Melbourne in March and April last in con-
nection with clectoral uniformity, in which
conference Qucensland participated? He
cnnsidered that electoral uniformity was one
of the pressing electoral problems of Aus-
tralia to-day, and the Government should
have embraced some of the suggestions of
the conference in the Bill which was now
before the House.

The }oMe SEceRETARY: I confess it has
never been brought before the Home Sec-
retary's Department.

r. LARCOMBE: That went to show
the slipshod methods of the Government.
There were two reprosentaiives from  the
present  Administrasion—the  Minister — for
Public Instruction and the Acting Premier—
and resolutions were arrived ai, and they
ware not placed before the depariment con-
cerned. What was the use of spending
money in hoiding these conferences if the
recowimendations made were not placed be-
fore the dilferent Administrations and seri-
ously considered? Is went to show what a
mockery these conferences were. The Minis-
ter should convey thosc sentiments to the
Minister for Public Instruction and the Act-
ing Premier. It appeared to him that
there was a split in the Cabinet. (Laughter.)
He was really surprised at the unsophisti-
cated nature of the Iome Scorctary, when
he said he kuew nothing about this dis-
cussion. He (Mr. Larcombe) wished to quote
briefly from the spesch delivered at the con-
ference by cx-Senator McColl, who was then
a Federal ilinister. 'In introducing the sub-
ject, he said—

“Y feel deeply indebted to the con-
fercnce for themr kindness in permitting
me to deal with this important matter
now, as I may not be able to be present
to-morrow. ‘Lhe remarks which I have
to make relate to the bringing about of
electoral uniformity betwcen the Com-
monwealth and the States of Australia.
This represents a phase of what was in
the minds of the people of Australia
when they voted for federation. They
desired that, wherever poszible, the Com-
monwealth and the States should work

. Mr. Larcombe.]
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together to promote efficiency, save ex-
pense, aund render each other i
services at actual cost, not seekiny to
make any profit.”’

That summed up the position very concisely
and lucidly. Senator MeColl pointed ous that
this was one of the questions runnin through
the of the people when federation
isied, aud one of the beneiits which

they hoped would be obtained as the result

Yeb fourteen years had passed
)

of federasion.
away, snd nothing had been done. Confer-
ence after coufere had been held, and the
question was still chelved. It was something
Like the propossl to transfer the State debts,
which was a probless which ¢heald have bren
scitled long ago. This was not, perhaps, of
as much importanze as the transfer of Stats
,gjekte 1t was important all il zame.
Senater MeColl pointod out that clectoral
iatters consisted of-—

“2. The p:

3. The perit
ing of rolls.

4 The preparstion for and conduct of
clsctions.”

These were questions that he considered
should be dealt with by the conforcnce. and
scuie dectiion arrived at upon then. Tho ed-
vantiges of clectoval uniformity were also out-
lined by Sensztor Me0ll, who set them ous
as follows:—

“ 1 Ono set ol officials for both Comi-
monwesith and State enrolment and regis-
tration work, and the greater compet-
eier of these employed.

8 OUne set of offices and furni hings.

5. One sat of rolls.

4. ()}m #ot of advertizements relating
to euroiment and rogistration. )

“ 5 One set of claim cards, preventing
persons getfing confused and annoyed by
the duplication of claim cards. ’

“6. The improved conduct of affairs,
by having trained and competent men.

©7. The expenditure incurred by Com-
monwesalth and State Governments, which,
br dividing the cost, would be greatly
reduced to each.”

aration of rolls.
licz] revision and cleans-

Senator McColl further said—

_“The electoral departmental cost for
the Commonwealth and the States for the
past three vears has been £303.000, cx.
cluding cosl of elections. which amounts
to £227,600, or & total or £530,600.”

The reasons set out by Senator McColl were
forcible and convincing. There was no doubt
tiat clectorsl uniformity wonld produce this
advantuge, and prevent a lob of duplication,
and put an end to the tedious and tiresome
charge of roil-stuffing which they heard so
much about, and which was absolutely with.
out foundation. There might be a certbin per-
centage of irregularity taking place with re-
gard to enrolment, but it was general, and
not confined to members on this side. If
the hon. gentlem«n looked up the papers for
the lasi few vears in connection with the
Liberal plekiscites in Australia, he would find
something which would open his eres in the
nature of malpractices. In the Keppel elec-
torate they went round to the clectors who
supported him (Mr. Larcombe) and got them
to take tickets making them members of
the Tiberal Jesgue, and got them to vote

[

~. Larcombe.
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in the Liberal plebiscite, but the electors re-
alised that they had been duped, and when
the clections came vound they voted for him
and returned him to the Asssmbly. He did
nct know who was responsible for the plebis-
cito up theee, but this was done.

The Hox : v : That was an infor-
mal affa

Mr. LARCOMBE: It was irregular and
corrupt. s an indication of how the
Libersl party worked in their own little circis.
sie thing also occurred in South Aus-
There had been almost a revolution in

g circles in South Lustralia through
roll-stuffing.  In view of the revelations he
had made, was it no! absurd to hear hon.
membors oppasite accusing hon. members on

o

fing, and various other charges? Hon. mem-
bers opposite were the people who were his- -
torically responsible for this kidd of thing.
In additien {o the preventien of overlappmg
snd various other anomalies, the ccst of
clectiors in Australia, both Stais and Fed-
eral, would be erormously reduesd by elec-
toral uniformity. That was 4 v important
eonsideration at this particular juncture, when
ment professed to be desirous of
v i 3 assible direction. Here
was a way in which they could economise to
exting of thousands of pounds, but if
v adopted electoral uniformity they would
a0t retain their places on the Treasury bencl
The Howe Szererany: You advocate it for

it repsnn 7
. LARCOMBE : No, but betause he con-
scientiously believed it was u good thing.

The Acting Premier expressed his opinion to
that effect: theoreticaliy he belicved in it, bui
when it came to taking action, he refused
to move in tho matter. as he knew what
the result wounld be.  TListen to what the hon.
gentlemen said when dezling with this ques-
tion. and giving his nominal endorsemens to
it. Fle was a man who damned the proposal
vith feint praise. On -page 167 of tho report
of the Premiers’ Conference, held in March
wnd April thiv year, the Treasurer said—

“If something of this kind could be
done it would be a good thing. .Ap-
parently there is a good deal of over-
lapping between the Commonwealth and
the States in regard to the collection of
names and other thin 1 quite agree
with the motion, because it seems to me
that at the present moment the difficul-
ties are pretty acute. We, in Queensland,
only last vear passed a new Klections Act,
after very great consideration had been
given to it, and, looking to the needs of
Queensiand as a whole, I think it would be
found that we should have some consider-
able frouble in connection with charit-
able institutions as between the atftitude
of the Commonwealth and the attitude of
the State, am now speaking for
Oueensland.  We have a home for old
people, and I suppese there are generally
about 1,000 people in the home.”

In making these remarks, he was speaking
to the following resolution proposed by Mr.
Murray, of Vietoria—

“That the proposals of the Common-
weelth Government relating to electoral
uniformity be referred io the Govern-
ments of the States for carly considera-
tion and decision.”

The HoME SECRETARY: 1 understood the
hon. member to say that the Treasurer had
supperted  this.

o

-
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Mr. LARCOMBE: Yes, inferentially, ke
did. He said there was a good deal of over-
i nt on further fo indicate the
v for some action. Ile supported a
motion that the matter should be referred to
the different Stafes for consideration and de-
cision. Thesx had an Elections Aets Amend-
ment Bill befire them, which might be the
last thing in electoral legislation for some
years, zad yet the Acting Premier so far
tailed in his duty as not to bring the sug-
gestions Bafore the Cabinet so as to have some
of them embadicd in the BRilL

The Houme SECRETsARY: It is the president
of the conference who should bring them
before the Government.

Mr. LARCOMBI: The Acting Premier
supported the resolution, asking for considera-
ticn and decision on this question.

The boll indicated that portion of the hon.
tion and decision on this question.

Ir. LARCOMBE (continuing): The excuse
the hon. gentleinan made that the Govern-
ment had not received any communication
from the president of the Premiers’ Con-
ference was absurd and ridiculous. The
report of the conference showed that it was
not expected that the report was to go
through the president of the conference, but

that it was expected that it

{T p.m.] would go through the Premiers
partsients,

to their respective Home De-
who were to work up a con-
ference of the Siate and Federal electoral
officers.  Mr. Holman, of New South Wales,
made that suggestion.
The Home SrcRETARY: It is very possible
that the war conditions have interfered with
the matter being proceded with.

Mr. LARCOMBYE: He could quite under-
stand the war conditions interfering with the
transmission of the report, but he could not
understand the war conditions interfering
with the consideration of the muatter by the
Cabinet. The war conditions did mot inter-
fere with the Elections Bill.

The Howe SecrErsRY: It is very vital to
the electors of the State of Queensland.

Mr. LARCOMBE: It was very vital to
the Home Secretary and the Treasurer. The
Treasurer laughed, but he did not laugh the
previous evening when the leader of the
Opposition offered to contest the Bulimba
elestorate with the hon. gentleman. At page
164 of the report of the Premiers Con-
ference, Mr. Holman said—

“I would suggest that the various
Premiers should arrange to spealk them-
selves to their State departments.”

How was it that that was not done? How
was it that the Acting Premier had not
brought this matter beforc his colleagues
for consideration? The Acting Premier had
neglected his duty and jeopardised the in-
terests of the State in neglectivg to bring
the resolution of the Premiers’ Conferenco
before his ccolleagues. There was additional
evidence to prove that the Acting Premier
and his colleagues had no desire to sce the
recommendations of Mr. McColl carried into
cffect. At page 75 of the report, Mr. McColl
outlined some of the advantages which would
accrue from electoral uniformity, as, for in-
stance—

(@) The enrolment of persons quali-
fied for both Commonwealth and State
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enrolment cffected  simultan-

being
cously.”

No doubt, simultanecus enrolment would be
an advantage to the 3tate, but it did not
sult the present Administration in Queens-
land, who made the qualification for enrol-
ment twelve months’  residence, while the
Federal qualification was six months’ resi-
dence.

The bell indiceted that a further portion
of the hon. member’s time had expired.

Mr. LARCOMBE : He would take another
{ive minutes. The next suggeostion of Mr.
MeColl was—

*(b) Simultaneous action in regard to
trausfer and change of enrolmens.”

That suggession did not harmonise with the
electoral segislation of hon. membvers oppo-
site, swho insisied on two months residence
in a new cleciorate betore a person could
transier his name to another eiectoral roll,
whiie under the Federal law, and the law
of other taves, only one 1aonth was re-
quired.  One month was suidcient for all
practical purposes, particularty m a Ntate
ke Quecnsland where men weve frequently
forced to move from one electocate to an-
other in order to carn a living for their
wives and children.  Another suggestion
was—-

() Concurrent action in regard to
the cieansing ol rolls by the one authority
acting on behalf of the Commonwealth
and the State.”

Thut was another suggestion which did not
harmonise with the views of members oppo-
site. They did not want a simultancous and
effective revision of the roil; they wanted
a Liberal roll, and thsy also wanted to
compel Liberal electors to go to the poll.
The co-called purging of the roll in Queens-
land was simply farcical. 'fhe pames of
persons supporting the present Administra-
tion were not removed from the roll, bui
the names of thousands of workers were
removed from the roll before their quali-
fication vanished. The time was ripe for
some definite action in this matter, and he
trusted the Home Secretary would give it
consideration. ILect him for the time being
disregard the advice of the Acting Premier,
and take decisive action himself; it might
result in his becoming Premier of the State.
ke regretted that his time had nearly ex:
pired, as there were:several questions cons
nected with the administration of the depart-
ment that he should have liked to have re-
ferred to, but he considered the question of
clectoral uniformity so important that he
was justified in giving the time he had to
that question. He hoped that in future the
Home Secretary would sce that sufficient
polling-booths were provided for electors
who wanted to record their votes. The hon.
member for Rockhampton had given in-
stances where polling-booths were refused
in Rockhampton. It was a remarkable
thing that booths had been refused fo people
at the lower end of Rockhampton, while
booths had been provided for the elite in
the Fitzroy electorate. At the Leichhardt
school, for instance, they had a polling-
booth, but there was no polling-booth at the
lower cnd of the town where there were 1,000
electors. These eclectors had to walk 2 miles
to record their votes, and he thought the
returning officer should be allowed to grant
booths if there was a sufficient number of
electors to warrant it. Take a big centre

Mr. Laicombe.]
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like Park Avenue, at North Rockhampton,
where there were hundreds of electors. There
was no polling-booth provided there. In
spite of this, hon. members opposite had the
audacity to claim that they wanted to see
every vote polled. If they wished that, they
would afford facilitics for the electors to
vote. If these people did not vote they
would have a valid reason for not doing so,
but it might not be accepted as a valid
reason in a court of law.

The bell indicated that the hon. member’s
full time had expirad.

Mr. GRAYSON  (Cunningham) had
listened to the remarks from the hon. mem-
ber for Cairns about the Liberal organiser
in his electorate and he had heard what
was said by the hon. member for Bundaberg
and the Secretary for Agriculture about
names being put on the roll that should not
be there. In the Cunningham electorate
they had neither Labour .organisers nor
Liberal organisers, not one.

Mr.
Tnion.

Mr. GRAYSON: The Farmers’” Union did
not put names on the roll. Therce was no
electoral roll in Queensland more perfect
than the Cunningham roll, and the credit
for that was due to the police, who made
periodical wvisits right throvghout the elec-
torate, and put on the names of everyone
they came across who were entitled to be
on the roll. Ile complimented the sergeants
of police at Clifton, Allora, Yangan, Tanny-
morel, and XKillarney for sending out the
police under their charge every three mounths
to put name: on the roll. Practically every
ouse was visited, and all persons over
twenty-one years of age who had been the
required time in the electorate were en-
rolled. The police had no politics, and it
did not matter to them whether the names
they put on voted Liberal or Lubour. They
asked no questions about politics, and made
no insinuations, and he had much pleasure
in paying them a compliment for the way
they did their work in that direction. The
police filled in the forms and got the ap-
plicants to sign them, and the names were
put on the roll.

Mr. FigerLy: The FHome Secretary would
not allow the police to do that last year.

Mr. GRAYSON: The Home Secretary did
not put any obstacles in the way, and he
knew that DMajor Cahill gave the police
instructions to put on every name that was
entitled to be on the roll. A Labour
organiser came to the Cunningham electorate
last year, and went to one corner where
there were about 100 electors, about ninety
of whom were Labour voters. He found
they were all on the roll, and his occupation
was gone, and he went to another electorate.
With regard to polling-booths, the Home
Secretary always granted him a polling-
booth whenever he asked for it, if he could
show that there were a sufficient number
of voters. He once got a polling-booth
established at the Tannymorel Colliery,
where there were eighty or ninety voters.
They were practlcallv all Labour voters,
but he got the booth in order to save them
the trouble of walking 3 miles to Tanny-
morel to record their votes. If it had
not been for the action of the police in
putting names on the roll fully 25 to 30

[Mr. Larcombe.

HsaintoN : You have the Farmers
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per cent. of the people there would be dis-
franchized. In spite of the good work done
by the police, he had not heard onc kind
word coming from the Opposition for the
police. It was much mwore preferable to
have the police doing the work than for
Labour or Liberal organisers to do it. He
trusted that before the discussion closed hon.
members opposite would express some ap-
preciation of the excellent work done by the
police in conncction with the collection of
names.

Mr. KIRWAN: If members on the other
side would sec that the promise made by the
Governmeut. that they would recognise the
work done by the police at the time of the
general strike, was carried out on the Esti-
rates, and w ould see that they got their due,
the praise of the hon. member might be in
place. They had the spectacle of the Secre-
rary for Agriculture accusing members of
the Opposition and their supporters of being
roll-stuffers, and he accused an cx-member
cf the party as being the champion roll-
stuffer. The hon. gentleman was not game
to repeat the slander outside, where he could
be dealt with in the courts of the land. IHe
vsed the profaction of that Chamber—that
“coward’s castle’”’—to make a statemeny that
was absolutely untrue.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
been absolutely proved in the court.

Mr. KIRWAN: Then, he charged the
Home Scerctary with being an  accessory
after the fact. If the charge was true, the
Home Sceretary zhould have taken action;
if the charge was not true, then it reflected
anvthing but credit on the Sceretary for
Agriculture. 1t was smusing to hear the
charge of roll-stuffing coming from a party
that were up to their necks in it. At a
plebiscite in Brizbzxe bof«qe the Federal
election before the last they had seen Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Flewell-8: mith writing to the
papers exposing the gross 1110’*u]antxes that
were responsible for “his defeat and for the
sclection of another candidate. They knew
the roll-stuffing that took place in Windsor
before the last clection. It wiw so bad thuat
thes were not game to take a plebiscite, and
the Premier was called in to select & candi-
date, and he selected the prescnt member for
Windsor. Then they had the spectacle
recently in New South Wales in connection
with another plebiscite, when the executive,

It has

after going 1into all the facts, carried a
motion to this effect—
“That, in view of the gross irregu-

larities that have taken place in con-
nection with the poll, as revealed by the
report of the executive, this conference
recommend that the said ballot be de-
clared nuli and void.”

That was in connection with the choice of a
Liberal sandidate for the Ryde electorate in
New South Wales. The plebiscite for the
selection of Liberal candidates for the Senate
in Victoria literally stank. Column after
column of letters appearcd in the Melbourne
“Aze” in connection with the tactics re-
sorted to. Tven the moember for Maranoa
in the Federal Parliament was sold a ticket
in order that he might vote for the selection
of six Liberal candidates. Then, in con-
nestion with the Mossman seat, there were
gross irregularities. No less than 700 names
on the m(mberchlp roll were objected to by
six candidates, and fourteen books were
stolen from the secretary’s office. All those
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<harges appeared in the Melbourne “Ferald
of 1ith September. All those cases were
connected with the party that used this
‘“coward’s castle’” for the purpose of accus-
ing the Opposition and their supporters of
being roll-stuffers. He challenged the Home
Seeretary or any of his henchmen to make
any charges in the public Press that could
equal the cherges he had read out against
their own party. Anyone who knew any-
thing about Queensland politics knew the old
phraze, “ Bulcocking the rolls.” They knew
what that meant, and how, being unable to
secure a person who was equal to doing that
class of work, the party opposite now used
the whole machinery of the Electoral De-
partment, the police magistrates, and the
electoral registrars to do the work of the
Liberal organisation that was to be buried
on Monday night.

Mr. PAYNE asked if the Home Secretary
was not going to reply to the matters that
had been brought up by hon. members?

The HOME SECRETARY said that it
would be practically impossible for him to
reply to all the statements that had been
made, becausc many of those statements
had no foundatior. There was one matter,
however, that he was pleased to be able to
deal with. Wher the instructions which had
apparently been issued by the electoral regis-
trar at Longreach were first mentioned on
Tuesday night, he was naturally under the
impression that they came from the head
office.  He certainly knew nothing about
them, and had never scen them, but, at the
same time, a Minister had to stand by his
officers, as he was responsible. If an officer
did something that was wrong, that was his
(Mr. Appel’s) misfortune,

Mz, Forey: You can tell him not to do it
again.

The IHOME SECRETARY: That was
snother phase of the question, and he could
assure the hon. member that the thing would
not happen again. He proposed to go very
carefully into the matter with the officers of
the department. The suggestion that some
instructions should be issued in connection
with advice to electors deserved considera-
tion. If they could secure uniformity and
simplicity, he would have no hesitation in
directing it to be done.

Mr. Covxe: Was it not over-officious on
the part of the electoral registrar at Long-
reach to send that letter?

The HOME SECRETARY: He had no
hesitation in saying that it was. Still they
must not blame the electoral registrar, be-
cause, according to the letter, he acted under
the direction of the bench, and it was simply
a question whether the bench were justified
i assuming the functions of the Electoral
Department. He thought they were not,
but he had no doubt the bench did it in
all honesty, and with a desire to give
applicants for enrolment information that
would obviate informal claims being pre-
sented. If he were to decline to do any-
thing, it would be said that he was not
sincere when he said that the Liberal party
were anxious that everyone who was entitled
to be on the roll should be on the roll. If
the matter could be simplified in any way, he
would give instructions that it should be
done. There was no doubt that the officers
of+the Electoral Department were excellent
men, and, if it had not been for the un-
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fortunate position the Statc found itself in,
Parliament would have been asked to vote
increases to their salavies. The work had
increased, and, unquestionably, when the
Bill they were discussing the previous night
became law, there would be.a considerable
increase in the work of the department. A
conziderable amount of additional work
would devolve upon them, but at
[7.30 p.m.] the same time bhe would point
out that when the hon. member
for Iinoggera and other hon. members drew
attention to the matter last year, he had
promised to go into the question, and make
a recommendation that increases be given
to those officers. e was very glad to hear
a recommendation from any side of the
House, and when it came from both sides
of the Liouse it proved that the oflicer was
impartial, which was a very good thing to
hear. Hon. members would realise that
under present conditions no increases could
be given, and those officers had to be passed
over; but, when the time came, if he had
anything to do with it, he would have no
hesitation in recommending them for an
increase. At the same time he might in-
form hon. members that an additional clerk
had been provided, as wsll as other as-
sistance to cnable them to do the worl.

Mr. BErtraM : It is a pity they have not
got a new office.

The HOME SECRETARY: At the pre-
sent time, owing to increased work, several
subdepartments had to be accommodated in
private offices in the city, and that was the
reason for erccting the large building, por-
tion of which would be occupied by the
Savings Bank.

Mr. Bertram: Is our friend Dent in that
department ?

The HOME SECRETARY: Certainly
(Opposition laughter)—and a very excellent
officer he is. The hon. member for
Balonne raised the poins as to whether an
elector who had besn improperly reinoved
from the roll was qualified to vote. In
answer to that he drew attention to sub-
clause (d) of scetion 40 of the principal Act,
which provided—

“When any person claims a vote at
an clection and it is found that in con-
sequence of mistalken identity and
through no fault of the person claiming
the vote his name has been crased from
the roll in that district, in accordance
with section (e) such person, on making
a statutory declaration that he is the
person whose name has been wrongly
erased, shall be permitted to vote.”

That was a very excellent provision.

Mr. Coyne: How will the vote be recorded
by the presiding officer?

The HOME SECRETARY : Just how the
administrative act was performed he was
not prepared to say, but the elector got a
ballot-paper and was allowed to vote. It
was a very excellent provision, but, unfor-
tunately, it was not contained in the Com-
monwealth law. He had interjecied during
the afternoon that Mrs. Appel’s name had
been removed from the Commonwealth roll
as having left the district, although she was
living at the Hamilton in the place where she
had lived since she was six years of age,
and no provision of that kind being in the

Hon. J. G. Appel.]
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Commonwealth law she was unable to vote.
A complaint was lodged, and a policoman
came to her and said it would do him a lot of
harm if the matter was gone into, and Mrs.
Appel said, “If it is geing to do a polico~
man a lot of harm, T withdraw the charge,
as I would sooner lo¢e my vote than do a
policeman. or any o‘rh"l man, en Injury.’
Hon. m#
Department ha& no autnontv over the bench,
and it would be a vewy 1n1pr0pc1 thing to
attespt to give them any instructions.

Mr. BOWMAN:
suggesiions.

The HOME SECRETARY : If the depart-
ment issued a series of insiructions, of course
the bench would be enabled to soe them, but
the Home Departiment could not Airect the

You can make valuable

bench. The hon. member for Hast Too-
woomba and other hon. members stated that
many claimmants were not able to give the

day or the month of their birth.

Mr. Forey: The question should not be
asked.

The HOME SECRETARY : There was an
object in it, and a very recasonable object.
The object, of course, was to sce that the
person was twenty-one years of age, and also
asked as a means of identification. Although
@ clann'mt might not know the day or the
month of their birth, most of them had &
fairly approximate idea of the year, and he
would sec that in =il such cascs an instruc-
tion would be given that as long as the ques-
tion was maaonabh answered no objection
would be made. The hon. member for
Bundaberg spoke ahout the officers of the
Electoral Dep‘utment working overtime. No
doubt they did, and they were paid for it.
In fact, all officers in the public service, more
or less, ha,d to work overtine on occasions,
and those officers received payment for the
overtime worked.

Mr. BARBER:
money ?

The HOME SECRETARY: They got a
regular allowance. He thought the giving
of tea money was a bad system. ¥e did
not propose to rvefer to the question that
was so fullv discussed by hon. members in
connection with the Bundaberg matter, as
he did not think there was any necessity to
discuss it. If the law had not been com-
plied with, of course, the names would not
be placed on the roll.

Mr. Barser: Will the hon. member say

why he specially mentioned the name of
Henry John Saunders?

The HOME SECRETARY : He cited that
case because Henry John Saunders was o1
the Bundaberg roll without notifying it in
his claim to be placed on the Musgrave roll.

Mr. Forey : Was it not the business of the
returning officer at Bundaberg to notify the
other returning officer that Te claimed to
be put on the Musgrave roll?

The HOME SECRETARY : How could he?
He never mentioned it. He put in an appli-
cation for enrolhment in the Musgrave without
stating that he was on the Bundaberg roll.

My, THEODORE: You said he was a Labour
organiser.

The HOME SECRETARY : So I was in-
formed.

Mr. O’%LLWAN He may not have known
that he was on the Bundaberg roll.

[Hon. J. G. Appel.

Do they get more than tea
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The HOME SECRETARY : Then he was a
most extraordinary man. He might not be
what was known as a paid Labour organiser,
but he was simply reported as being an or-
ganiser, whether paid or not, of the Labour
party.

LIy, Bowyan: You made some very
interjections.

The HOMI SECRETARY : Ilon. members
knew that they frequently mtorjvcmd, and a
reply was made and they sald things that
they really would not say 10 th“‘ weve stand-
ing on their feet, just as he lmd ferred to
2 rwntlwndu in an interj ch, im-
medvvvlv his aﬂ Jntwn was drawn to 1t, he
il and gladly withdrew.

Mr. B3arBER: Do you withdraw that charge?

The HOME SECRETARY : Ile withdrew
anything., (Lsughter.) If it would afford the
hotl. member any satisfaciion, Le we Add gladly
withdraw the isterjeciion, and he was sare
that the hon. member, if he had suid any-
thing to hurt his feolmgs, would gladly with-
draw it also. The hon. member for Keppel
spoke about electoral uniformity, and, as
usual, what fell from that hon. Tember was
worthy of ccusideration. (Hcar, hear!) The
hon. member studied these motters, and, no
doubt that, if circumstances were favourable,
a uniformity of the kind he advocated w ould
be beneficial. But theyv had got to roalise
ihat thers were cortain difficulties in the state
of Queensland, by reason of the boundaries
of the electorates as compared with those of
the Commonwealth eleciorates. In Brisbane,
the Commonwealth boundaries cut across a
numhber of State elcctorate boundaries, only
taking a portion of those clectorates into
each Commonweaith electorate. IHowever, he
had no doubt that with the increase of settle-
ment and population, when the boundariey of
the Commonwoalth lectorates could be al-
tered in conformity with the improved con-
ditions, such uniformity might be possible.
IU was a subject he would be very glad to
discuss with the hon, member, and he would
be glad if he would discuss it with the Chief
Electoral Registrar, because it was a very im-
portant mattu, and even if not posuble to-
day, it was good to have a matter like it
considered, \nth a view to taking action in
the future.

My. THEODORE :
for election expenses.
election will be?

The HOME SECRETARY: He could not.
Tt did not lie with him to give any indica-
tion as to the date, but prosumably, taking
the life of the present Parliament, the date
should be anywhere between April and July.

Mr. Hawmiuron: Last year I made a sug-
gestion in regard to a map.

The HOME SECRETARY : He had given
instructions about thai. The hon. member
would realise that it took a little time to get
the stones prepared. But he had adopted the
suggestion, and the map would snnplv show
the boundary of the clectorate, and nothing
outside that, with, of course, the divisions
inside the electorate.

Mr. DOUGLAS (Cook) wished to refer to
some remarks made that afternoon by the
hon. member for Cairns, who criticised the
action of the Government in zllowing In-
spector Malone to retire from the service of
the Pelice Force on pension for the purpose,
he understood it was stated, of taking a
position as organiser for tho Liberal partv
‘When this vote, or the Police vote, was before

sStrong

There is an item of £10.600
Can you say when the
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the House last year, some very personal
remarks were made by the hon. member for
Cairns and the hon. member for Chillagoe
with regard to Inspector Malone. One of
them particularly referred to him as being
a malingerer. He was very sorry to hear
the statements that had been made, and he
thought that the House should be informed
that Inspector Mulone had retired from the
service after a medical examination. Ie was
personally well acquainted with him ; he had
travelled with him on various occasions, and
he remembered when he travelled with him
on the ship to Cairns to go up for his medi-
cal examination, he was absolutely unable
to get off the couch which was erected on
deck. He thought these remarks, made about
an officer who had done so much good ser-
vice for Queensland during his long term
in the Police Force, were very out of place.
He was not a bit surprised that these gentle-
men should criticise the action of the Go-
vernment, aml refer in that way to ex-In-
spector Malone, because it was well known
to everyone who followed his doings as
organiser in the Nerth that there was no
one more active in the interests of the party
which he was supporting. The hon. member
for Cairns was well aware that the Cairns
roll had been well revised. No less than 574
names of those who were not entitled to be
there had been struck off. It was a most
peculiar thing that when a gentleman on
the Liberal side chose to come along and
do some political work he was subjected to
criticism of this kind. They knew the rea-
son for it. It was because he was having
some effective organising work done. The
Labour party had their regular organisers.
They had a man in the Cook district in the
same way assthey had in other districts, who
got £4 or £5'a week and his expenses, and
lived on the game. Inspector Malone, by
virtue of his long service in the Police Force,
retired on a pension which he was justlv
entitled to. He was in extremely bad health,
and unable to carry on the duties of in-
spector of police. While he was at Cairns
he suffered very severely from asthma, and
was transferred to Townsville in the hope
that he might have better health, but he
found that Townsville being near the coast
was not suitable. He had a letter in his
hand, dated 12th October, after the Common-
wealth clection took place, in which it was
stated that his health was so bad that it was
impossible for him, to stay in Cairns even
recently, notwithstanding his loyalty to his
party, which he had supported ever since
he had been out of the Police Force. He
had been so imbued with loyalty and the
desire to do his best in the interests of the
party, that he went to Cairns, in spite of his
bad health, and stayed there.

Mr. McCormack : He had bad res«:lts, too.

Mr. DOUGLAS: That was beside the
question. They should wait til: they saw
the result of the next State election; he did
not think the hon. member for Cairrs would
be there to criticise the ~x-inspector again.
He would assure the Committee, on good
authority, that ex-Inspector Malone was to-
day in real bad health, but he was hoping
that Northern Queensland would long have
his services as organiser in the Liberal in-
terests. He could cnly say that the remarks
from the other side were largely prompted
by personal spleen, due to the fact that the
cx-mspector was such a capable and effective
organiser in the interests of the Liberal
party.

18914—5 1
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Mr. THEODORE: The hon. member. for
Cook had done mno great service to ex-In-
spector Malone by bringing this matter
forward, which was at rest so far as the House
was concerned. The matter had been venti-
lated a sufficient number of times to allow
the public to judge. The hon. member said
some suggestion had been made that ex-
Inspector Malone had been a malingerer.

Mr. Doucras: Certainly, you made it your-

self. You ought to be ashamed of yourself.

Mr. THEODORY: He made that sugges-
tion.

Mr. MoreaN: Will you make it outside
the House?

Mr. THEQODORE: He would make it

outside the House. Ex-Inspector Malone,
who, the hon. member for Cook admitted, was
a loyal member of the Liberal party before
he resigned

Mr. DoveLss: Nothing of the kind. I re-
ferred to his action as organiser since he
went out of the force.

Mr. THHEODORE: The hon. member had
worked himself up to some excitement in
this matter, and he hoped he would kcep
cool. What he was going to say was that
ex-Inspector Malone resigned his position
in the Police Force with the permission of
the Home Secretary, at a time when he
should not have done, because he still had
seven years to serve beforc he was entitled
to retire on full-pay pension, unless he got
permission from the Ilome Secretary to
retire. He got that permission on the under-
standing that he became an organiser for the
Liberal party.

The HoME SECRETARY :
of the medical board.

Mr. THEODORE: According to the Home
Secretary’s statement, ex-Inspector Xlalone
was no longer in possession of vigorous
health, but his own friends, a few weeks
before his retirement, as mentioned in the
Liberal paper at Mareceba, said that he
looked the picture of health.

Mr. KirwaxN: The magistrate said so.

Mr. THEODORE: The magistrate, in a
little function at Cairns, said that the recipi-
ent of the honours, he felt sure, would long
live and enjoy splendid health, and enjoy
the retirement which he so richly deserved.
The correspondent of the newspaper which
espoused the hon. member’s politics said
that Inspector Malone passed through there
a few days before his retirement looking the
picture of health. He admitted that In-
spector Blalone suffered from asthma, but it
was a complaint which many people suffered
from and were still compelled to continue
in their employment, but they got considera-
tion, and no one expected them to undermine
their health in that condition. The fact
that the man was subject to even a severe
attack of asthma was not sufficient to justify
him in resigning his position and draw a big
peunsion, and take up the exacting duties of a
Liberal organiser. e had no doubt that ik
was by a secret arrangement with the IHome
Secretary that it was done.

The HOME SECRETARY rose to a poing
of order. The hon. member had said that
it was a secret arrangement. He was sure
he did not mean it. He could assure the
hon. member that he did not even know a#
the time that the ex-inspector was'a member

Hon. J, G. dppel.]
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of the Liberal party or had done any organis-
ing work., There was no arrangement at all.
The application was made for the retirement
of this officer, and it was supported by the
certificate of the medical board and recom-
mended by the Commissioner of Police, and
approved by himself. He felt sure the hon.
member would accept his statement.

\I) THEODORE accepted the hon. gentle-
man’s statement that he did not know any-
thing of a secret arrangement.

The bell indicated that portion of the hon.
member’s time had expired.

Ar. THEODORE: Ex-Inspector Malone
had remained in Cairns and worked for the
Liberal party. The hon. gentleman did not
commend him on his disloyalty to his depaxt-
ment in resigning when he was not in ill-
health. If he had this wonderful loyalty to
his party, why could he not have displayed
the same loyalty to the department and not
shuffied out of his duties?

The HOME SECRETARY:
thirty years.

Mr. THEODORE: And he was still
entitled to serve seven years more, as other
members of the Police Force, before he was
entitled to the consideration which he got.
He said that ex-Inspector Malone was a

malingerer, and still adhered to

[8pm.] that term. He knew very well

that a large number of people in
the Cairns district, who knew Mr. Malone
and his state of health, and who sympathised
with him in his asthma affliction, thought
that he was still competent to continue the
duties of inspector of police.

Mr. ForsyrH: What about the medical
inspection ?

Mr THEODORE: One of the medical
officers, a Cairns doctor, who gave Mr.
Malone a certificate, indicating that he was
a fit subject to retire from the force, had
a few months previously given him a certi-
fiate stating that he was not capable of some
physiological act. The certificate of that
doctor was not worth the paper it was
written on.

Mr. HAMILTON regretted that the hon.
member for (Cook had brought up this
matter of ex-Inspector Malone after the hon.
member for Cairns had exhausted his time,
and was unable to’ reply. He (Mr. Hamil-
ton) had known Mr. Malone a good many
years longer than the hon. member for Cook

“had known him, and he knew that Mr.
Malone had been an organiser all the time
“he was in the force. Mr. Malone was the
most successful man in ‘ running with the
hare and hunting with the hounds” that he
knew in Queensland. During a strike in the
West he led the shearers to believe that he
was their friend, and at the same time
worked hand in hand with the pastoralists,
and it was the dirty work he did during
the strike that got him promotion. Mr.
Malone was responsible for getting some of
his own colleagues sent out back, and those
men did not know what they were shifted
for until they got promotion and had access
to the charges sheet, when they-found that
the black mark against them was due to
Mr. Malone. It was a remarkable thing
that he was so ill that he had to resign
on a pension of £400 a year, and that the
minute he left the force he could take up
the position of Liberal organiser. The hon.

[Hon. J. G. Appel.
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member for Normanby said that Mr. Malone
was not paid by the Liberal organisation.

Mr. ArcuHER: I said he was paid by the
local people.

Mr. HAMILTON: Whether he was paid
by the organisation or by the people of the
cistrict, he got a pension of £400 a year
from the State. However, with the view
of giving the hon. member for Cairns an
opportunity to reply to the hon. member for
Cook, he moved, as an amendment, that the
vote be reduced by £1.

Mr. McCORMACK said he was sorry the
hon. member for Cook had brought this
matter up again. When he (Mr. McCor-
mack) mentioned it, he did not do so with
any desire to injure ex-Imspector Malone.
All he wished to do was to show the Home
Secretary that the result of his work in
organising and cleansing the roll was that
the Labour party were able to secure in the
Federal Herbert division, which had exactly
the same boundaries as the State electorate,
a majority of 1,762 votes over the Liberal
candidate. There were more names on the
Cairns roll now than there were when
Atherton was included in the electorate.
He would admit that there had been quite
a number of men put on the roll, legiti-
mately, during the time there were 1,000
men working on the range. When that
work was finished, the men went into other
districts, and thelr names were in con-
sequence taken off the roll, but not at the
instance of ex-Inspector Malone or anybody
elsc. He knew that Mr. Malone was not
receiving any money from any organisation.
He might say that he was in Cairns on
the bth of September, the *day of the
Federal election, and that he saw ex-In-
spector Malone rumning about and working
as hard as a man of twenty-five or thirty
years of age could work., As a matter of
fact, Mr. Malone said to him at the gate
of the electoral booth, ‘“ We will shake you
up to-day; you have never seen work like
this before.” He (Mr. McCormack) could
not help saying, “ Not bad work for a man
who has retired on the ground of ill-
health.” Mr, Malone got 571 votes in the
town of Cairns for the Liberal party, and
he (Mr. McCormack) got 1,751 votes for the
Labour party, that was I, 000 of a majority,
the rest of the majority bemg obtained in
the sugar districts. The hon. member for
Cook no doubt hoped that Mr. Malone would
give him some help in his electorate. Ile
(Mr. McCormack) hoped that Mr. Malone
would give the Labour party the help there
that he gave them in Cairns. He knew
numbers of people who, from the nature of
the appointment of Mr. Malone by the
Liberal Association, had left the Liberal
party in Cairns for ever. It was commonly
stated in Cairns that Mr. Malone was only
getting his pension. He could draw his
pension in much nicer places than Cairns,
which was no place for a man suffering from
asthma. It was a hot, humid climate, per-
haps the most humid climate in Australia,
and it was not the best place for a retired
public servant suffering from asthma to
spend his retiring days on £450 a ycar.

Mr. Doverss: He does not spend his days
there. He spends most of his time in the
hospital.

Mr. McCORMACK : There was no hospital
where Mr. Malone was. The hon. member
for Cook, Mr. Douglas, would be doing more
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good by attending to the business of his
electorate instead of defending Mr. Malone
and attacking members in the House.

Mr. Doucgras: I look after my electorate.

Mr. McCORMACK : Yes, the hon. mem-
ber always looked after himself. The hon.
member never made a speech in the House
unless his own particular business was at
stake. The hon. member for Cook said that
Mr. Malone was  shifted from Townsville
to Cairns because of his health. That was
not the reason. The Home Secretary and
other members of the House knew that the
reason ex-Inspeefor Malone was shifted from
Townsville to Cairns was because he had been
doing his duty in Towusville. He (Mr. Mec-
Cormack) never blamed the ex-inspertor for
doing his duty. He was doing his duty against
a certain class of people whom the hon. mem-
ber for Cook represented in the House, in-
stead of the electors of Cook.

Mr. Doveras: That is a miserable stafe-
ment. It is worthy of you.
Mr. McCORMACK: The hon. member

brought it on himself.

Mr. Douaras: The electors of Cook
trict know me.

Mr. McCORMACK: So long as the elec-
tors lknew the hon. member, and so long as
the hon. member did not bump against him,
he had nothing to say about him. The mem-
bers of the Police Force objected to Mr.
Malone drawing pay for two jobs amounting
to £750 a year, and they objected to having
to pay something into the revenue teowards
that sum. The State was subsidising the pen-
sions of the police by over £20,000. Mr.
Malone said he was paid from Brisbane,
but the hon. member for Normanby, the
chairman of the central executive of the
Liberal Association, said he was not paid by
the executive. Mr. Draper, of Cairns, told
him that Mr. Malone was not paid by the
Liberals in Cairns. Mr. Draper said that his
brother was the ILiberal organiser, and he
gave up the job because they had no money
to pay him. (Laughter.) Mr. Draper also said
that 1f they had £300 per annum to give away
they would not give it to Mr. Malone.

Amendment (Mr. Haemilton’s), by
withdrawn.

My, GRANT (Fitzroy) pointed out that at
Rockhampton the clerk of petty sessions staff
had to do the electoral work for about seven
State electorates. Both Labour and Liberal
members would admit that the work was ex-
ceptionally well done. Mr. Burrowes, who
had been lately transferred from Rockhamp-
ton, has been a most obliging officer, and
the same could be said of Mr. Scott. There
was too much work for those officers, and he
suggested that as increased work would be
necessitated by the new Elections Act, an
officer be appointed to do the electoral work
for the whole of the Central district.

Question—that £15,530 be granted—put and
passed.

dis-

leave,

HEALTH.

The HOME SECRETARY moved that
£16,578 be granted for ‘ Health.” There
was a decrease in the vote of £303. Dr.
Elkington, the previous Health Commis-
sioner, was appointed at £800 a year, and
after some years service, his salary was
raised to £900. Dr. Moore was appointed
at £800, so there was a saving of £100 there.
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Provision was made for a hecalth officer at
£550. It was found necessary to give an
increased salary, because they wanted a
medical officer of certain qualifications, and
there was considerable difficulty in obtaining
the services of a medical doctor with the
qualifications they required. It was essen-
tial to have a medical man holding the
diploma D.P.H. for the position. The vote
for clerks was reduced from £432 to £380,
owing to the resignation of a cadet clerk
who was drawing £52 per annum. The pro-
vision for Inspectors was increased from,
£1,200 to £1,210, an increase of £10 being
granted to Inspector Simpson, whose salary
was raised from £290 to £300 on 1st Janu-
ary, 1914. The increase was given by Exe-
cutive minute, owing to representations
having been made by hon. members last year
on the Estimates that this officer’s salary
should be increased. There was an increase
from £156 to £170 to J. Quinn, acting
inspector and foreman of health gang.
That increase was also given by Executive
minute in consequence of the representa-
tions made by hon. members last session,
and likewise dated from 1st January last.
In the vote for food inspectors, there was
an increase of £180, owing to the appoint-
ment of an additional inspector in connec-
tion with the liquor business, His sole
duties consisted in the testing of liquor sold
in licensed premises. He had been success-
ful in detecting many cases of adulteration,
and the penalties that had been inflicted by
the courts would doubtless have the effect
of improving the strength and the purity
of the liquor that was sold. There was a
further increase of £70, a messenger having
been appointed in October, 1913, at that
salary 1n place of the cadet clerk who re-
signed. In the vote for enthetic diseases
there was an increase of £100. That amount
was being paid to the medical officer for
extra duties in connection with the exam-
ination of certain persons in addition to his
ordinary duties, for ‘which he drew £120.
The extra £50 provided would be paid when
the ward for the treatment of enthetic dis-
eases was opened at the Brisbane Hospita},
where enthetic diseases would be treated in
the ordinary way.

Mr. MurpHY: Did the Government beat
the expense of erecting that ward?

The HOME SECRETARY: Yes; the
nurses were provided by the hospital, but
the Government provided the drugs. In
fact, they provided the drugs for the treat-
ment of those diseases to every hospital in
the State that asked for them. That caused
an increase in the vote of £100. The pro-
vision for the laboratory of microbiology was
the same as last year. In connection with
the Northern sub-office, extra provision was
being made for the salary of the medical
inspector, £600 being asked for instead of
£500.

Mr. Fruerry: Isn’t that a breach of your
promise not to inerease salaries?

The HOME SECRETARY: The trouble
was that the position was vacant at the pre-
sent time. Medical men were at such a
premium that they could not get a man,
and, although they were now offering £600,
they had not got a man so far. The work
was being done by the inspectors, and the
Commissioner of Public Health paid regular
visits, but it was absolutely recessary that
they should have a medical man in charge
in Townsville, as there were matters that

Hon. J. G. Appel.]
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could not be dealt with by inspectors, how-
ever able they might be, The Government
hoped to be able to get an officer for £600.

Mr. Fraeuny: Is £800 a “scab” rate?
(Laughter.)

The HOME SECRETARY : A, parently
it was not sufficiently attractive, as the posi-
tion had been vacant for several months. In
the provision for * Contingencies,” there was
a new item of £1,260 for *‘ Fees for Analyses
by the Government Analyst.” There was a
reduction of £700 in the vote for ‘ Epidemics,
Postage, and Incidental Expenses,”” the vote
being reduced from <£5,700 to £5,000. There
was also a reduction in the item for ¢ Drugs,
Incidentals, etc., for Enthetic Diseases,”” the
vote being reduced from £1,000 to £200.
That was based on the amount required last
year, and it was not anticipated that the
expenditure would exceed that of last year.
The vote for ¢ Fees, Nurses’” Registration
Board,” was reduced from £63 to £38. The
board had practically performed its work o1
examining the claims of nurses for registru
tion, and would meet at longer intervals tor
ine tuture, so that the amount required
would be less. There was a reduction from
£800 to £700 in the item for *“ Railway
Fares, Freights, Printing, Stationery, etc.”
The vote for ‘“ Apparatus, Chemicals, etc.,”
was reduced from <£400 to £250, the reduc-
tion being based on last year’s expenditure.
There was a reduction of 2100 in the vote
for “Travelling and Incidentals, Northern
Office.”” The whole vote showed a reduction
of £303 as compared with the vote for last
year.

Mr. FIHELLY said he would welcome an
increase in this vote instead of a decrease,
as too little attention was paid in Queens-
land to the health of the people. When
speaking a few nights ago, he had suggested
that the Government should launch out in
the matter of giving medical assistance and
medical comforts to the people generally.
Health was an important factor, and he
pointed out that on the immigrants the State
spent a good deal in the way of medical
attention and in the way of medicine. The
Home Secretary should devise some scheme
to assist the mothers. The maternity grant
given by the Commonwealth Governmens
should be supplemented by the State in so

fur as providing free doctors and
[8.30 p.m.] free medicines werc concerned,

and free nurses. The health of
the children, after all, was perhaps the most
important thing they had to deal with. In-
fantile mortality was really more serious
here than was imagined. The figures, of
course, compared favourably with the other
States, but that should not prevent them
from having a much lower death-rate in
Queensland than in any other part of the
world.  He would like the Home Seccretary,
in replying, to say whether it was the inten-
tion of the (Government, at a future date, to
help the mothers in the way of providing
skilled doctors, free nurses, and free medi-
cines. He knew of scores of mothers who
were very anxious to know whether the State
was ever geing to give attention to matters
of health. Women had pointed out to him
that the Goveinment took particular care
with regard to the herds of farmers, in
regard to ticks and the blowflies in the West,
and also in regard to prickly pear, but they
did not bother about the child born into the
world. The mothers received no attention
from the State, and the child was not con-
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sidered an asset. He would also like the
Home Secretary to state what action way
adopted in regard to health prosecutions;
whether every prosecution recommended by
tue gaealth authorities was gone on with.
And he would alsc like to know whepher the
Home Secretary would furnish a return
showing the recommendations, and indicate
what the Exerutive action was. There were
some very ugly rumours abroad in the city
m regard to those matters, and the Home
Secretary would have té be very eloquent
and very careful if he was going to explain
some of them away.

The HoMe SecreTary: I am afraid some
of the people concerned must have been very
eloquent or I would not have withdrawn the
prosecutions.

Mr FIHELLY: That was all nonsense.
In one or two isolated cases the Home Secre-
tary had refused to withdraw the prosecu-
tions, but it was well known that if a person
could put up a good tale, or have proper
influence brought to bear, no action was
taken.

The Houe SECRETARY: You have been mis-
informed on this occasion.

Mr. FIHELLY: He might give some
specific cases later on. :

Mr. GILLIES said he regarded the Health
Department as the most important sub-
department the Home Secrctary had to ad-
minister—in fact, the administration of public
health was the most important function any
Government could concern themselves with.
It was of such importance that a great
number of local authorities in Queensland
were incapable of carrying out the work.
He endorsed what the previous speaker had
said with regard to the necessity of doing
something for the mothers of Quecensland in
the matter of supplying them with cheap
medical attention and cheap medicines. On
a previcus occasion he had called attention
to the fact that the Plymouth Friendly
Societies’ Association established their own
dispensary, and the result of the first year
was that the average cost of a bottle of
medicine was 1i3d. In Brisbane it was im-
possible to get any kind of a bottle of
medicine for less than 2s. 6d. In Ingland
you could get a doctor for 2s., 6d., and you
could get two visits from a specialist for
£1 1s. He would also like to know, when
the Commissioner for Public Health made his
annual tour throughout the State and held
inquiries, whether it was usual for the Press
1o be admitted to those inquiries.

The Houme SecreTaRY: I could not say.

Mr. GILLIES: A copy of the ¢ Wild
River Times” of 30th October had been sent
to him, and he would read a report in con-
nection with the visit of the Commissioner
for Public Health, which was as follows:—

“Visir oF THE COMMISSIONER FOR PUBLIC
Hearrs.

“The Commissioner for Public Health
(Dr. Moore), accompanied by the chief
imspector (Mr. Simpson), arrived in Her-
berton on Saturday and held a private
inquiry into the sanitary service at the
shire clerk’s office in the afternocn.

“IWe say ‘private’ advisedly, for when
we asked if the Press were to be allowed
to be present, the Commissioner said,
‘No.” If the inquiry was held regarding
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the sanitary service, we contend that the
Press had every right to be present, as
the service has to be paid for by the rate-
payers, and it is only through the Press
that they could learn what really hap-
pened.—Ed.}

““ Crs. Bonar, Ramsay, and White, and
Inspector Wright, of the Health Depart-
ment, were also present. A visit to the
incinerator was paid on Sunday morn-
ing, and the Commissioner expressed
himself as highly satisfied with the
manner in which the nightsoil was dis-
posed of. The trio left again on Monday
morning, and we expect that the Com-
missioner’s report cn the matter will be
furnished to the council in due course,”

‘The Council previously had some difficulty to
secure the rcport mude by the Commissioner
for Public Health or his inspector. He quite
agreed with the report, that, when the Com-
missioner visited North Queensland and had
inquiry made as to how the council were
carrying out the health laws, the Press
should be allowed to report the evidence,
so that not only taxpayers but the general
public should know what was being done. He
also wished to bring before the Home Secre-
tary the necessity for the periodical clean-
ing out of tanks. He knew of some which had
been crected for ten or twelve years and had
not been cleaned out properly. When such
tanks were used by the general public, such
4s at hotels and boarding establishments and
railway stations, and so on, the local authori-
ties should have power to insist that they
should be cleaned out periodically. At the
present {ime there was an epidemic of diph-
theria at Toowong, and he had called upon
the officials in order to draw attention to the
necessity of closing the school or taking some
other action, and he asked whether the health
officers had ever made any recommendation
about doing away with the insanitary system
of slates. New South Wales had discarded slates,
because they regarded them as insanitary. It
was bad enough when each child had his own,
but when they were passed about from one
to another, and the children spat upon them
and wiped them with their coat sleeves, it
wag a very antiquated idea, and Queensland
was very much behind the other States in the
matter.

Mr. ITAMIL'TON noticed that several in-
spectors were provided for on the Estimates.
Where were they all? Were they all in the
Southern portion of the State?

The Home SecRETARY: Some of them arc
attached to the Northern sub-office.

Mr. HAMIT/TON: He wanted to mention
the prevalence of the scourge of typhoid
in all the Western districts at the present
time.

The HoME SECRETARY : I have sent the Com-
missioner there, and he is now investigating
‘the matter.

Mr. HAMILLTON: The department needed
o liven itself up and make periodical inspec-
tions. The iocal authorities, although they
had  very large powers under the Local
Authorities Act, took very few steps towards
improving the sanitary conditions until an
epidemic broke out. There was an unfortu-
nate outbreak in the district he represented,
and, unfortunately, 1t generally took off strong
voung men botween twenty and thirty years
of age. There was an outbreak at some
stations every time shearing came round. He
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did not know whether it was because of in-
sanitary conditions; some people said that
typhoid carriers were going about. Another
thing he wished to mention was that the Act
they passed a few yeurs ago did not seem
to bhave prevented the adulteration of food,
particularly milk. Almost every day they took
up the papers in the metropolitan arca they
found that someone had been fined for putting
water in milk. The fines imposed did not seem
to have stopped it, and the suggestion which was
made when the Act was going through the
Houss was a good one—that every purvevor
of milk should have a license, which should
be cancelled if he was caught the second time
or the third time.

Mr. FIHELLY:
murdering babies.

Mr. HAMILTON : He would give them onc
chance. He thought that would act as a
greater deterrent than a £3 or £4 fine, which
the man could make up in a week or two
by putting water in the milk again.

Mr. PAYNE: He was very glad to hear
the Home Secretary say that he had sent an
officer out to the Western district to investi-
gate the dreadful scourge of typhoid fever.
Evervone knew that it was becoming alarm-
ing, and it was mainly men in the prime of
life who suffered. Fe thought that eight or
ten men from one station died in Winton Hos-
pital.  Ie was not blaming anybody, but, un-
fortunately, it was becoming a prominent
thing all over the Western districts, and it
was time the Government gave a good deal
more attention to those districts than they
had done. As one who bad lived in the Wes-
tern districts for thirty vears, he knew how
hard it was for the hospitals to deal with the
matter. He had been a member of a hos-
pital committee in Longreach for ten or
twelve years, and every year it was crowded
by reason of an epidemic of typhoid from IlI-
fracomhe, Probably some good results could
be obtained from sending the Commissioner
out, but his experience was that it was not
a bit of good sending an officer out occa-
sionally. Tt seemed to be a lop-sided thing
to pay £12 to £15 to bring an immigrant dut
here whilst a lot of their very best mrn were
being lost without any effort being made to
save them. If something was not done it was
going to be bad for the pastoral in-
dustry, becauss from Kynuna alone he thought
eight or ten cases had occurred. He had heard
men saving, “It is no good going there, a
man mipht get typhoid fever and die. al-
though he might earn £40 or £50.” I.f
typhoid broke out vearly at every shed, it
was going to stop men going there.

The HOME SECRETARY said he was in
somewhat of a difficalty, as the hon. member
for Paddington had mentioned wholesale
withdrawals of cases brought by the Hea}th
Department, but without giving specific
cases. The hon. member the other night
said that the Health Department’s officers
were going to resign in a body because of
the action of the Home Secretary. Hach
one of these officers had written to him and
denied that it was ever proposed to take
such action. He had in, his hand a com-
munication from each of the inspectors, in
which they denied the statement. If the
hon. member would give concrete cases he
would be able to trace them. REight cases
had been withdrawn altogether during the
twelve months, and of these cases there was
only one which he himself had authorised

Hon. J. G. Appel.]

The first time. They arc



1814 Supply.

to be withdrawn. The only case he could
find of a milk prosecution was onc in August
—he would not mention names--

“Milk case—added water. Withdrawn
on consideration of facts submitted by
the Commissioner, i.e., proprietress a
struggling trader whose cows on the
occasion of milk being adulterated had
become impounded and which cost £4
odd to release from the pound.”

There was another case
September—

* Adulterated milk. Case settled out
of court on authority of Home Secretary
on recommendation of Northern Crown
Solicitor, on defendant paying amount
of probable fine and costs (£5 0s. 6d.).”

Mr. O’SurLivan: Why should these cases
be settled out of court?

The HOME SECRETARY : If the Commis-
sioner thought that a case should be
withdrawn for certain circumstances which
had come under his notice, he sent that re-
commendation along. From what the hon.
member for Paddington had said, he took it
that he (the Home Secretary) had directed
cases to be withdrawn to such an extent that
the inspectors of the Health Department
felt so disgusted that so many cases were
being withdrawn that they threatened to
resign in a body. One of the cases which
he had directed to be withdrawn in January
was in connection with the adulteration of
liquor, and was as follows:—

“ Adulterated  liquor. Withdrawn
owing to ill-health of licensee, who was
unable to exercise strict supervision over
business; also that liquor was only
adulterated with water.”

in Townsville in

In March, there was another case withdrawn
on the recommendation of the Department
of Justice—

‘“Withdrawn on recommendation of
Department of Justice owing to previous
character of licensee, and the fact that
the adulteration was probably due to
act of son’s wife to obtain drink without
knowledge of her husband (also em-
ployed in hotel), and also because hotel
had changed owners.”

The third was a case in connection with the
adulteration of liquor in the Valley, which
was withdrawn on the recommendation of
the Justice Department. The fourth case
was withdrawn by the Minister who was
acting for him in his absence, on the recom-
mendation of the Commissioner of Police.
Then there were some cases in connection
with labelling against aerated water and
cordial manufacturers at Ipswich, Boonah,
and Warwick. They had failed to comply
with the regulations. The Commissioner
called them into his office and explained the
whole thing, and, as it was a comparatively
trivial matter, upon their promising to com-
ply with the law, no action was taken. The
other two cases he had already enumerated ;
one was withdrawn on the recommendation
of the Commissioner of Police, and the other
on the recommendation of the Crown solici-
tor. If he, as Home Secretary, directed the
thl@sale withdrawal of cases, and in op-
position to the advice of officers of the de-
partment, it would be a most improper
action; and if the hon. member for Pad-
dington could assist him by giving any
specific cases, he would endeavour to get to
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the bottom of the matter. Of course, hon.
members would realise that it often hap-
pened that action was taken to-day against
a vendor, and upon the matter being gone
on with it was found there were extenuating
circumstances, and either the Commissioner
of Public Health, the Commissioner of
Police, or some other responsible officer,
made a recommendation that it be not pro-
ceeded with. The officer was responsible,
and the Minister acted on his recommenda-
tion. He had always had the

[9 p.m.] greatest disinclination to direct
the withdrawal of any prosecu-

tion, and during the six years he had been
in the department had not directed the with-
drawal of a single prosecution under the
liquor law. As a matter of fact, socon after
going to the Home Ofiice, he wrote a minute
to the effect that under no condition would
a case be withdrawn after & summons had
been issued. Men in his own electorate
had come to him and asked him not to
take action, but he had shown them that
minute, and said, ‘“ What can I do in the
face of that? If I withdraw this case to
please you, I must withdraw other cascs to
please others.” And they had admitted that
he could not comply with their request. Some
reference had been made to millt prosecu-
tions, and it had been said that a fine was
not a sufficient punishment for adulteration.
He realised that a fine, even if it was a
fine of £20, was not sufficient in some cases,
and for that reason he had just had new
regulations framed and they had been finally
passed by the Justice Department. It was
proposed in those regulations that every
milk-seller must be licensed. Milk-sellers
were licensed at present by the Department
of Agriculture and Stock, but under the new
regulations, which he hoped to have issued
next week, they would be licensed by the
Health Department, and one of the pro-
visions of the regulations was that on con-
viction of a second offence the license would
be cancelled. (Hear, hear!) Where there
was no health officer, these regulations would
be carried out by the police or some other
public official. With regard to the sugges-
tion of the hon. member for Paddington
respecting free doctors, free medicine, and
free nursing for wives about to be confined,
he should hke to be in a position to carry
out that suggestion in cases where it was
so desired. Last year the hon. member for
Port Curtis laid a great deal of stress on
maternity homes. During his tour in the
North-western part of the State, he observed
that in many instances people lived in miser-
able little hovels, tin shanties, with just one
room, and it seemed to him a terrible
thing that a mother should have to be con-
fined there with her children all about. He,
therefore, determined that wherever a hos-
pital committee provided a maternitv ward,
they should get the same subsidy for that
ward as they got for their general hospital.
(Hear, hear!) The hon. member for Gregory
had spoken on a subject which had caused
him very much concern, and that was the
prevalence of typhoid fever in the Western
portions of the State. At every hospital that
he and his party visited and inspected during
his recent tour they found a ward full of
typhoid patients, and in one instance the
cases were of such severity that the doctor
would not allow them to go into the ward.
Speaking in the localities where this con-
dition of things was observed, he stated
publicly that it was his determination to
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see that the local authorities did their duty
as far.as drainage and sanitation were con-
cerned, cven if that meant exira taxation
for the ratepayers; and he further stated
that he would send the Health Commis-
sioner to make an inspection and report, and
that in every instance where he reported that
certain work should be carried out, the de-
partment would insist upon that work being
done by the local authority. The Health
Commissioner was now malking his inspec-
tion and conferring with the local authori-
ties, and he (Mr. Appcl) could assure hon.
members that the Home Department was
determined to endeavour to stamp out the
fearful scourge, which, as the hon. member
had said, took off, not the old and weak,
but the very flower of our youth. The de-
partment had the fullest power to compel
them to do it, and if they failed to comply
with the department’s order, the department
could carry out the work themselves and
obtain the nccessary money from the local
authorities. e would do everything pos-
sible to ameliorate the conditions so far as

the prevalence of typhoid fever in the
Western districts was concerned. The hon.
member for Hacham asked if the Press

could be admitted to the inquiries held by
the Commissioner for Health. He had no
objection to that, and would ask the Com-
missioner to admit the Press and report the
evidence taken at these inquiries. There
was nothing to hide, and it would educate
the public to hear all that was going on.
If any hon. gentleman at any time wished
to get information about any case that was
supposed to be suppressed, he hoped a ques-
tion would be asked in the House, and he
would be pleased to answer it. If he was
responsible for the withdrawal, he would
say so and give his reasons.

Mr. FIHELLY was glad to get the
Minister’s assurance that only eight cases
were withdrawn last year. He would like
to know if health officers had threatened to
resign if the paraffin oil scandal cases were
withdrawn. e understood several prosecu-
tions were ordered, and it was common
rumour that the department was in a state
of turmoil because the cases were to be sup-
pressed. Only one paper published 'the
names of the chemists who were charged
with the offences at that time, and he would
like to know if the health officers threatened
to resign.

The HOME SECRETARY: He had no
knowledge of any threatened action by in-
spectors of the Health Department. All he
could say was that if the influences brought
to work had been successful, the prosecu-
tions would have been withdrawn. Ie was
urged by those who had been guilty of the
offence to withdraw the cases. They made
all kinds of excuses; but, as the Health
Commissioner would not recommend the
withdrawal of the cases, he would not with-
draw them.

Mr. FIHELLY:
work.

The HOME SECRETARY: Of course.
They came to him in a body, the whole lot
of them. The Commissioner stated that
these chemists had been selling sewing
machine oil, which cost them a mere fraction
of what they charged for it, and they dis-
posed of it as paraffin oil for internal use.
He considerced that it was a scandal, and he
would not withdraw the cases. (Hear,

Then

influences were at
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hear!) It was not a pleasant thing for him
to have to do it, as the men concernied were
all eminent citizens.

Mr. Harpacre: All  highly respectable
citizens of Brisbane?
The HOXE SECRETARY: Yes, they

were. It was unpleasant to have to put
the law in motion, but he did not care.
The Health Commissioner refused to recom-
mend the withdrawal of the cases, and he,
as Minister, let the usual course be adopted.
First of all these cases were sent to the
Minister, and he sent them on +to the
Justice Department. If the Justice Depart-
ment decided to take action, they were not
returned to the Minister, but the Justice
Department issued the summonses them-
selves. There was no doubt that influences
were sought by the men themselves, not by
outside influences, and they were charged
with the offences.
Mr. FIHELLY :
signation?

The HIOME SECRETARY : He had never
heard of any. The Commissioner recom-
mended the prosecutions, they were carried
out, and the chemists were all fined.

Mr. Fiupiny: They did not’ get three
months without the option, like the poor
wharf lumper.

The HOME SECRETARY: That was an-
other matter. These men were fined, and
the result was that the public were now
getting paraffin  oil instead of sewing
machine oil.

Question put and passed.

Was there a threat of re-

HOSPITALS AND CHARITABLE INSTITUTIONS.

The HOME SECRETARY moved that
£143,315 be granted for ¢ Hospitals and
Charitable Institutions,” which was a de-
crease of £17,506 as compared with the pre-
vious year. There was an increase of £26
in the provision for laundresses at the Dalby
Sanatorium, their wages having been raised
from, £65 to £78, and from £39 to £52 in
the case of the assistant laundress. The
increased ratecs were approved of during
the last financial year, as they could not get
laundresses for the wages they had been
offering. In connection with the Diamantina
Hospital, the provision for wardsmen was
reduced from £172 to £164 owing to re-
signations and appointments at lower rates.
The scale increases to nurses were not pro-
vided for, in common with all other depart-
ments, on this year’s Estimates. That caused
a decrease of £44, There was a reduction
of £250 under the heading of ‘‘ Maintenance,
Postage, and Incidentals,” the vote being
reduced from £4,250 to £4,000. The item
was founded on the expenditure last year,
and it was anticipated that the amount
asked for would be sufficient. There was a
new item of £250 for the Alexandra Home
—a home for boys which was established in
one of the suburbs of Brisbane. It was an
excellent institution, and was being placed
on the same footing as similar institutions,
the amount of the grant being based on the
number of boys who were maintained in the
home. There was a decrease of £45 for the
Lady Musgrave Lodge. He asked for the
smaller amount because it was anticipated
that the subscriptions would be no greater
than they were last year. In connection

Hon. J. G. Appel]



1816 Supply.

with ¢ Conditional Endowments,”” there was
a reduction of £17,385, but, as he had already
indicated, the amount to be paid to hos-
pitals by way of endowment would still be
at the rate of £2 for £1, and if the amount
of subscriptions exceeded the amount antici-
pated, and the vote proved insuflicient, the
extra amount would be paid, and Parlia-
ment would be asked to pas: the additional
amount on next year's Supplementary Esti-
mates.

Mr. BOWMAN (Fortitude Valley) was
glad that both the Dalby Sanatorium for
Consumptives and the Diamantina Hospital
for Chronic Diseases were wholly controlled
by the State, as the way in which they were
managed was an argument in favour of the
nationalisation of all hospitals. The deputy
leader of the Opposition and he had visited
the Dalby Sanatorium early in the year, and
found that the accommodation and the atten-
tion were hoth excellent. He noticed that
the clerk, Mr. Fabian, was only receiving
£80 per annum.

The Houe SecreTary: That is like pocket
money—he iIs an inmate in the institution.

Mr. BOWMAN: He did his work as well
as anyone who was not an inmate could do
it, and he thought he had something to do
with the dispensing of drugs in addition to
his duties as clerk.

The Houe SEcreTaRY: If he does, he does
it without our knowledge.

Mr. BOWMAN : For the work he did he
certainly was not adequately paid. He
knew it was hard to ask for an increase at
the present time, but he hoped that, when
the Hstimates were being framed next year,
the Home Secretary would bear Mr. Fabian’s

case in mind and see if he could not give him

an increase. Of course, for those in an
advanced stage, Dalby was not a fit place for
them, but it had prolonged the lives of many
who went there in the early stages.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Some of
them have becn absclutely cured there.

Mr. BOWMAN: The Diamantina Hos-
pital was another institution that Queensland
should be proud of. The matron, Nurse
Chatfield, was probably one of the most com-
petent women in the public service of the
State. (Hear, hear!)

The Houe SccrersaRY: One cannot speak
too highly of her.

Mr. BOWMAN : The trouble was that how-
ever desirous she was of coping with cases,
there was not sufficient room for the number
of applications for admission. In view of the
excellent results achicved, they might well in-
crease the expenditure on the hospital. He

had been trying for five or six
[9.80 p.m.] weeks to get a patient into the

institution. It was not the fault of
the matron that he had not yet succeeded, be-
cause he knew that cases that preceded his
had a prior right to admission. The trouble
was that there was not enough room. Anjy-
one who visited the institution must be struck
with the cleanliness of the place, and with the
care and patience that were exercised by
Nurse Chatfi»!d and the nurses, and others in
authority. Personally, he did not think the
Government could spend too much money on
an institution like that. It was a home from
which quite a number never expected to go

{Hon. J. G. Appel.
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v.arh, but the treatment meted out, no matter
who the patient mighs be, was always the
same. There was no discrimination, and that
was one of the features he liked about it.
That institution was growing almost daily, and
the staff could not cope with the work. When
they had many very sad cases—cases where
parents were looking after invalided sons and
daughters, and daughters looking after inva-
lided fathers and mothers, and so on—it was
time the State stepped in. There was no
other institution to which they could go, un-
lews they were prepared to pay for the ac-
commodation, except the Diamantina Hospital,
and most of the cases that went to that hos-
pital were such that they had to depend on
the charity of the Government, which, in many
cases, was the just thing for them tc do. His
only regret was that there was not sufficient
money on thie Estimates to cnable the Home
Secretary to declare that he was prepared to
give further sccommodation to meet the many
urgent cases that required immediate relief.
It had been his lot, time after time, to use
those two institutions as one of the strong
arguments in favour of the nationalisation of
hospitals, These were instances where the
Government had complete control, and they
were giving satisfaction, not only to the Go-
vernment, but to almost every citizen in the
State. They might get a few people who
were discontented, but they would find them
in every walk of Iife. Generally speaking,
the two institutions were such that they could
be proud of, and he hoped those who were
in authority would be long spared to carry
on the successful work they were doing at
the present time.

Mr. WINSTANLEY (Charters Towers)
said quite a number of men from Charters
Towers had found their way to the Dalby
Sanatorium, and every one of them were very
high in their praise of the treatment they
received at that institution, particularly
during the earlier stages of the disease, and
most of them—although they did not make
a complete recovery—recovered for a time.
But there was a feeling that when the
patients got to a certain stage there ought
to be a better method of transferring them
to some other institution. As long as a
man could get about and do something for
himself, all was well, but when he got
beyond that stage, the facilities for treat-
ment were not what they ought to be. He
was fortunate cnough to get one patient
transferred from Dalby to the Diamantina.
It was recognised that he would never get
better, but he was well looked after at the
Diamantina for a good long time. Another
one improved when he first went to "the
sanitorium; he put on about 2 st., and
met with an all-round improvement, but by
some means fresh complications arose, and
he was confined to his bed, and they did
not seem to realise that he was as bad
as he was until he was dead. It was a
pity that some arrangements could not be
made to transfer such cases to some institu-
tion where they would be treated in the
best way posible. It was rather a pity that
it was necessary that the subsidy for bene-
volent institutions should be reduced at the
present time. Of course, the Home Sec-
retary stated that the hospitals were not
going to suffer. That was very satisfactory
as far as it went, but the subseriptions upon
which the endowment was based might not
be forthcoming. He hoped, that in spite
of the demands made on the public at the
present time in other directions, benevolent
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institutions—particularly  the hospitals—
would not suffer, as those institutions had
to be maintained. People would still get
sick and would still have to be looked after.
The ambulance brigades were evidently
going to suffer, He was glad to see that
some of the ambulance brigades were in
pretty good circumstances, generally speak-
ing, but in some of the outlying districts,
where they were most needed, they would
not be able to stand the reduction. and it
seemed a pity that the subsidy should be cut
down from £1 for £1, which was paid last
year, to 15s. in the £1. As population in-
creased, the work of henevolent institutions
increased, but the vote for this year was
the same as last year—namely, £2,800. On
a pro rata basis last year they received £1
Bs. in the £1 subsidy, but this year it was
down to 19s. 7d. As far as the Charters
Towers benevolent institution was concerned,
it had always done pretty extensive work,
and they were finding that the demands on
their funds were much greater at the pre-
sent time than for a long time past. The
subsidy for the first quarter last year
amounted to about £273, while for a similar
period this year it was only £214, and they
were certainly going to have great difficulty
in meeting all the demands made on their
funds. When it was remembered that over
£1,000 was collected in Charters Towers for
that very worthy institution, it seemed rather
a pity that the subsidy had to be cut down.
He would rather have seen the subsidy in-
creased. In this connection, he would like
to ask who was responsible for immigrants
when they came to Queensland—whether they
had to look after themselves or not? Several
families had gone to Charters Towers who
were entirely unfitted for a place like that.
For instance, bricklayers, saddlers, and
others had found their way to Charters
Towers, where there was no work for them,
nor any likelihood of any. They had had
nowhere to go; they were ‘“strangers in a
strange land,”” and the benevolent society
simply had to keep them, because they
could not be allowed to starve, although the
society found it a very hard task to meet
these demands in addition to others on
their funds. He was quite satisfied that the
benevolent socicty would have a hard task
this year, because of the number of persons
out of work and the number who had gone
away looking for work, leaving their wives
and families there. If possible, something
should be done with a view to allowing them
the subsidy that was granted last year, to
say vothing of that of the years before. As
benevolent societies had increased and the
amounts they collected had increased, the
subsidy had gradually decreased, and in a
district like Charters Towers they found that
a reduction this year would be a very serious
matter indeed. He would like the Home
Secretary to make inquiries to see whether
something could not be done to help them,
because people could not be allowed to
starve; and if they were not helped by
these institutions, they would have to be
helped in some other way, and he knew
no better means than the benevolent institu-
tions in which the people had given their
services gratuitously and willingly for many
vears past.

Mr. BEBBINGTON (Drayton) was glad to
have a word to =zay on this vote, and,
generally, on all the branches of the Home
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Office administration. It was one of those
offices you could walk into at any time and
everything possible was done to meet your
wishes. He was very glad to hear the Home
Secretary say that he would establish a
maternity home in any country hospital where
it was a nccessity. From his experience,
there was no country hospital where such a
ward was not needed. In his electorate he
had experience of two men—one with six chil-
dren and the other with five or six children
—whose wives left their homes to go into
maternity hospitals, and they only lived a few
hours afterwards. The Home Secretary should
compel hospitals which admitted maternity
cases to have nurses who had passed ex-
aminations in the work. He did not belicve
that the ordinarv nurse was competent for
those cases, and 1t was one of the most im-
portant matters they had to deal with. Our
settlers and working men and their wives had
to sacrifice a good deal at those times, and
the least they could do was t~ give them the
best possible acommodation. e would
rather see heavier taxation than that the hos-
pitals should go short in anything whatever.
He believed that those who were making the
greatest sacrifices in order to keep up the
hospitals were not the public particularly—al-
though some contributed very largely—but
the nurses who had passed their examinations.
Many had passed severe examinations, and
were working for a Iess salary than they could
earn as housekecpers. Many of them re-
mained in their positions vears after they had
any need to, and at very low salaries. What
would happen to the hospitals and the sick
if they all went and the hospitals were left to
nurses who had not passed their examina-
tions? He thought that the Home Secretary
should take steps to sece that they got a
salary proportionate to the number of head
nurses required and their positions.

Mr. McCORMACK hoped that the Home
Seeretary would get the Cabinet to reconsidet
the decision in regard to ambulance subsidy in
the ourside districts, where they are really
taking the place of hospitals. He knew that
in a good many places in the North the local
ambulance was practically the local hospital.
There was not suflicient population to keep
a hospital going, and the ambulance man had
to supply the place of the local doctor and
attend to all the medical needs of the plac_e,
Te hoped that the Cabinet would see their
way to give the subsidy to centres which had
no bank deposits, so that they might keep
their outlying places going. He did not think
that the Cairns centre had any bank balance,
and they were doing splendid work all over
the sugar and mining arcas. Mr. Hogan, the
local superintendent, hsd told him that they
would have to close the station at Kidston,
and probably that at Chillagoe. No local
subscriptions were coming in, owing to the
terrible condition of the mining fields, and a
reduction of the subsidy would inflict great
hardship on those places. There should be
differentiation in that respect. It had been
advoeated that hospitals should not be allowed
to become financial institutions. He knew that
the Brisbane Hospital was not a financial in-
stitution. (Laughter.) But the committees of
some hospitals seemed to run them as if they
wore businesses. That should not be allowed;
it was not in the interests of the public. No
doubt, if they built up fixed deposits by
proper methods, it was a good thing, but if
they built them up by the devious methods
which some hospital committees used, the .Go-
vernment should step in and cut off a little

Mr. McCormack.]
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of their subsidy. The Dalby Sanatorium did
good work, and the Government should es-
tablish another institution of the kind for the
treatment of miners’ phthisis. Herberton
would be a good place for that purpose,
because, apart from the suitability of the
climate, there would be a chance for the men,
when they got better, to go out tin scratch-
ing in the district. It would not cost the
Government the large amount which it cost
to bring those patients to Brisbane. e be-
lieved “the mineral districts throughout
Queensiand would be . willing to subscribe
something towards the upkeep of a sanatorium
at Herberten. A number of people who were
suffering from phthisis did not go to the hos-
pital. They were without money, did not
know how to procure e passage to Brisbane,
and did not care about taking charity from
anybody, so they knocked about North
Queensland in a bad state of health.

Mr. MurerY: It is only fair to the Home
Secrctary to say that he never refuses a
pass.

Mr. McCORMACK: The Dalby Sana-
torium did good work for Southern Queens-
land, but it would he better to have an insti-
tution in the district where miners’ phthisis
was p}re\‘aler}t; and there would be no diffi-
culty in getting the miners—who were always
afgptnerous crowd—to subscribe to the upkeep
of it.

Mr. GRAYSON did not approve of the
subsidy to the ambulance being cut down.
In his district the ambulance had done very
good work, particularly about the Warwick
centre. e had received the following letter
from the superintendent of the Warwick
centre, dated 17th October, 1914—

. “I have the honour to point out that
in ‘The Brisbane Courier’ of the 15th
instant the Home Secretary had re-
duced the endowment to the ambulance
brigade from &£1 for £1 to 15s. in the
£1. This has come as a great shock
to the committee at a time when this
branch of the institution is feeling very
.keenly the movement that is being car-
ried out in the whole of this district to
help the patriotic fund.

“A very large portion of the income
of this centre is derived from sports,
socials, and special efforts promoted in
the district by the residents, which is
now diverted to assist the patriotic
movement. - Fven in our town the annual
carnival, which usually nets from £150
to £200, will this month only net about
£50, which goes to show how severely
this institution is feeling the terrible
state of affairs owing to the war.

““This cenire has to supply the whole
of the district from Nobby, Clifton,
Allora, Yangan, Killarney, Stanthorpe,
Inglewood, Pratten, and Leyburn, and
all intervening places. The whole of these
places must necessarily suffer, especially
Clifton and Stanthorpe, which are per-
forming a splendid work in assisting
suffering humanity. Warwick has been
keeping these places going, expecting
the £1 for £1 as last year, in the hope
that they wculd become self supporting
in a short time.

“The debit balance at bank stands at
thg present time £150, with accounts due
this month amounting to about £125.

[Mr. McCormack.
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““The committee will sincuorely thank
you if you will lay the case before the:
Home Secretary, praying that he, in
his wise judgment, will reconsider the
question of endowment to this branch of
the Queensland Ambulance Transport
Brigade Hospital, and extend the £1
for £1 as last gear.”

If the Government were going to apply the
pruning knife to the ambulance vote, they
were starting on the wrong tack altogether.
The ambulance was doing good work In
every district in Queensland. Ile had heard
that some of the ambulance brigades had
large sums to their credit. Possibly that
might be the case in larger centres of popu-
lation, where they had not so very much
travelling to do, and where they had not to
keep so many horses and appliances to attend
to wants in the country. He knew of a case
where a resident of Killarney, who had been
a bullock driver for the last ten years, met
with an accident at the head of the Conda-
mine, and a telephone message was sent to-
Warwick for the ambulance, and the ambu-
lance motor went out. If he had had to
remain at Killarney till the train left next
morning he would have suffered greatly
during the interval. The ambulance went
out and brought him into Warwick Hos-
pital, but he regretted to say that the poor
man’s leg had to be amputated a few days
after he arrived in the hospital. If the sub-
sidy were reduced, it would mean that the
Clifton branch would be curtailed in their
sphere of influence. The (Mlifton district was
a very large district; it extended to Nobby
and the surrounding farming districts. It
had a bearer residing in Clifton, and a
wagon and two horsas, and they attended to
every accident which took place in the dis-
trict. There was Allora, Yangan, Tanny-
morel, and Killarney, and also the Warwick
district, which practically extended as far
as Inglewood and Stanthorpe. The country
districts ought to be treated differently
to large centres, which had a credit
balance in the bank., There were many
calls on the people for subscriptions
to patriotic funds, and the subscriptions
which used to go to the ambulance
were now given to the patriotic funds.
Tle was pleased to hear the hon. member for
Cairns speak in the way he did of the work
done by the ambulance brigade in his dis-
trict, and believed that the same thing could
be said about ambulance brigades in other
districts. The superintendent of the Warwick
Ambulance Brigade was a man cminently
fitted for the position, and had

[10 p.m.] worked up the brigade from a
hand stretcher brigade to a

brigade with a motor wagon and a building
of modest dimensions suitable for present
requirements. On many occasions the
wagou travelled 20, 25, 30. and even 35 miles
out into the country to attend accident cases
or cases of sickness. He was speaking now
more particularly in the interest of the work-
ing classes in the country districts, who were
not in a position to provide conveyances to
take them to a hospital should they meet
with an accident and become disabled. If the
subsidy was reduced from £1 for £1 to 15s. in
the £1, that simply meant that many country
centres would be abandoned by the ambu-
lance brigades, and that would be a great
calamity. He hoped that the Home Secre-
tary would reconsider this matter and im-
press upon the members of the Cabinet the
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necessity for allowing the subsidy for ambu-
lanc:  brigades, particularly brigades in
country districts, to remain at £1 for £1, in-
stead of reducing it to 15s. in the £1.

Mr. HUNTER wished to bring before the
Minister the matter of the removal of incur-
able patients from country hospitals to Bris-
bane. He had had two or three complaints
from the Roma Hospital Committee, who
stated that applications made by them to
have incurable patients sent to Brisbane for
treatment had mnot received the attention
they should have reccived. Patients were
well treated in country hospitals all the time
they remained there, but it was not the
function of country hospitals to keep such
patients. We had an institution for incui-
able patients in Brisbane, and that was the
right place for them, and he hoped that the
department would respond more readily to
the applications of country hospitals for the
removal of patients to that institution. With
regard to the sanatorium for consumptives
at Dalby, he believed there was not sufficient
accommodation there, and that it would be
better to have another hospital somewhere
else than to add to the Jubilee Sanatorium
at Dalby. He was not advocating that there
should be one at Roma, though he thought
the climate at Roma was much better than
the climate at Dalby, where the country was
flat and the air cold.” He thought the site for
a new hospital should be chosen on the
advice of the Government Medical Officer.

he sanatorium at Dalby was not selected
on such advice. Originally it was intended
that it should be at Roma, but the town
council and the hospital committee would
not have a consumptive ward at their hospi-
tal, as they thought it would be unfair to the
other patients to be near to persons who
were suffering from phthisis, which was a
communicable disease. e was mayor of
Roma at the time, and he said that if they
put the sanatorium on the range, 3 or 4 miles
out, they would subscribe the money. The
matter was an important one—too important
for any electorate to claim. There were
patients that could be cured if facilities were
given to them and they were well treated.
A district like Herberton, where there were
so many miners suffering from phthisis,
would be a suitable one to establish a sana-
tortum. The matter was one that should be
grappled with, and now that they had not
got sufficient accommodation at Dalby they
should adopt a decentralisation scheme and
have a sanatorium elsewhere,

Mr. FORSYTH (Murrumba) thought that
if the ambulance brigades were going back-
ward in their finances, the Government should
assist them. Buit they should not discriminate
between the different brigades and decide that
because one brigade went back to the extent
of £100, it should get special treatment, and
that the other brigades should get nothing.
He quite admitted that they could not vote
money for any better purpose than for the
hospitals and ambulance brigades, but the fact
remained that when he looked through the
halance-sheets of the various hospitals at the
time the endowment was raised to £2, he
found that, with the exception of one or two,
they all had substantial credit balances, and
many of them had their money invested as
fixed deposits in the banks. ITe considered that
it was an unfair thing to give those hospitals
an extra 10s. in the £] endowment when they
did not really want it. The consequence of
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the inerease was that in 1911-12 their contri-
butions to the hospitals increased by £50,000
for the year. It was bad business to give all
that cxtra money to hospituls with credit
balances. DBrisbanc was a base hospital and
received patients from all over Queensland,
and it would have been better to have given.
more money to the Brisbane Hospital. Fon.
members opposite talked about not reducing
the vote. He would remind them that in 1964,
when the Labour party were in power in
Queensland, the hospital ondowment was re-
duced to 23s. per £1, and in the year 1804-5
the Government paid £16,900 as endowment,
as against £127,000 paid last vear. The Home
Secretary said that if any ambulance brigade
wanted its endowment raised, it would get it
if the circumstances justified it, but it would’
be better to put them all at the same rate
as before—namely,  £1 per £1 collected.

Mr. TROUT (Fnoggera) thought there were
no better institutions than the hospitals and
ambulance brigades, and he was glad that the
Government were going to give the hospitals
the same amount of endowment as previously.

he Government had always generously
treated the hospitals since thev had been in
office. He had had eighteen vears’ experience
of ambulance brigades, and knew something
about the work attached to them. VYears ago
when they started ther got no subsidy at all;
they had to exist on subseriptions only.
When they considered that the amount in-
volved would be only £3,000 or £4,000 extra
if the full £1 per £1 was paid to the am-
bulance brigades, he thought that the money
should be found, whether it was by subserip-
tion or taxation. The hospitals and ambulance-
brigades should not be handicapped for want
of funds. The Brishane Hospital was a splen-
did institution, but at every annual meeting
they noticed that some medical gentleman
asked for some extra convenience to be sup-
plied, as it was required for the hospital.
Anyone who went to a public hospital should
be treated in the same way as a man with
money could get treated in a private hospital,-
or by a private doctor. He hoped the Go-
vernment would give the ambulance brigades
£1 for £1 right through. The time had ar-
rived when the Government should appoint
a general inspector of hospitals, who should
report where it was necessary for the endow-
ment to be paid.

Mr. Bowaax:
have that.

Most of the other States:

Mr. TROUT: He was not aware of that,
but he thought it was very necessary. There
were four or five centres that would be
placed at a very considerable dxsag}vantage.
more particularly Ravenswood, Cairns, and
Dalby, and he thought Charters Towers was
another. Seeing that the additional amount
required was so small, he hoped the Go-
vernment would see their way to increase
the veie, because, if they were going to im-
pair the efficiency of the service and starve
those institutions, some one would suffer,
and no person should have to suffer, never
mind how the money was got.

Mr. GILLIES said that the Home Secre-
tary gave the deputation that waited on him
a few days ago a sympathetic reply, and
promised to see if he could get the Cabinet
to increaze the vote. He hoped the hon.
gentleman would be able to tell them in his
reply that he had been successful in his re-
presentations to his colleagues.

Mr. Gillies.]
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Mr. DOUGLAS: Last year a Fisheries Act
Amendment Bill was introduced, and there
were certain charges provided in that Bill
to be levied against the employers and em-
ployees of the fishing industry for the sup-
port of the Thursday Island Hospital.
Whilst the Bill was going through he pointed
out that, although those levies were compul-
sory, it was desired that they should be sub-
sidised on the same basis as ordinary con-
‘tributions to hospitals. The Treasurer, who
was in charge of the Bill, was not able to
make an appropriation for that purpose in
the Bill; but, when he (Mr. Douglas) Erought
‘the matter under his notice and was sup-
ported by the deputy leader of the Opposi-
tion and the hon. member for Murrumba,
the hon. gentleman said—

“ With reference to the question raised
by the hon. member for Cook, with re-
gard to the Government subsidising the
amount raised under the Bill, he would
be very pleased to represent to the Home
Secretary what had been said, and, as
his colleague was very sympathetic, he
was sure he would give the question
every consideration.”

He had represented the matter to the Home
Secretary, and, when the hon. gentleman

was recently at Thursday Island, the com--

mittee of the hospital pressed the matter
on him, because, unfortunately, the hon.
gentleman was not present when he (Mr.
Douglas) brought the matter under the
notice of the Treasurer. He thought that
the recommendation of the Treasurer would
‘have ensured for the hospital its full share
of endowment, but they were going to be
put on half rates, so far as he could see,
and that was distinetly unfair. He hoped
the Home Secretary would carry out what
he considered was an undertaking given on
behalf of the Government.

The HoME  SECRETARY :

Any undertaking
will be honoured.

Mr. DOUGLAS: He could assure the hon.
gentleman that there was a distinet under-
standing when the Bill was going through
the House that those levies would be subsi-

-dised on the same Lasis as voluntary contri-
butions.

Mr. WILLIAMS: It has been asserted
that the Home Secretary was a very humane
man, and he had very much pleasure in
joining in the chorus to that effect. When
replying to the deputation that waited on
him a few days ago, the hon. gentleman
made some remarks with reference to am-
bulances. One of those remarks tended to
show that there was to be no cutting down
-of the endowment to ambulances, and that
‘he had appealed to the Treasurer, but that
gentleman so far had not been able to
see his way to put the matter right. He
would like to say a few words about the
.benevolent societies. In Charters Towers
they had an excellent benevolent society, and
a lot of people put in a great amount of
very hard work in trying to keep that
society going. Lately their fears had been
aroused that, owing to a diminution of sub-
scriptions on account of the war, many a
“home might suffer. He, therefore, hoped
that the Home Secretary would see his way
-t0 assist those societies. The whole vote
was only £2,800. and it would be regrettable
‘if a little more was wanted, and it was not

[Mr. Douglas.
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Adjournment.

forthcoming. He was very much surprised
that it was intended to reduce the vote for
ambulances. It was not alwavs desirable
that a number of hon. members should get
up and voice the same thing, but in this case
he thought that the greater the cloud of
witnesses who testified to the valuable work
that was being done by ambulances, the
greater effect it was likely to have on the
Treasurer. Owing to the Administration of
the Liberal Government, Queensland was
in a very happy and sound position, and
they had been told that it was much more
prosperous than some of the other States,
and he quite agreed with those hon. mem-
bers who urged that the ambulance vote was
the very last that should be touched. There
should be no starvation of any votes having
for their object the relief of the sick or
the wounded, and he hoped that more con-
sideration would be given to the matter.
There might be some wealthy hospitals and
ambulances, but unfortunately that was not
so in the district he came from. He did not
want to make it a parochial matter, but he
was quite certain that in numbers of dis-
tricts the cutting down of the vote would be
felt very keenly. It had been suggested that

. there should be lists provided of the different

hospitals and ambulances, and that some
discrimination should be made. He had no
doubt that the wealthy hospitals and wealthy

ambulance brigades would not
[10.30 p.m.] desire to take money and there-

by lead to the starvation of other
institutions. He hoped the Home Secretary
would again appeal to the stonv-hearted
Treasurer on this occasion and induce him
not to cut down the subsidy to the ambu-
lance, and more particularly those institu-
tions which were in need of money.

At 10.30 p.m.,

The CHAIRMAN said: Under the opera-
tion of Standing Order No. 306, I now leave
the chair, and make my report to the House.

The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN re-
ported progress, and the Committee obtained
leave to sit again on Tuesday next.

ADJOURNMENT.

The TREASURER: I beg to move that
the House do now adjourn. The business
on Tuesday will be the resumption of the
seccond-reading debate of the Elections Acts
Amendment Bill, and it is expected that the
debate will finish at that sitting.

Mr. THEODORE: The acting leader of
the Government has indicated that he ex-
pects the second-reading debate of the Elec-
tions Acts Amendment Bill to be concluded
on Tuesday. The hon. member should have
regard to the fact that the Standing Orders
provide a very strict limitation of speeches,
and as every member who wishes to speak
on that Bill should have the opportunity of
doing so, I think he should not attempt to
arbitrarily put it through on Tuesday night.

The TREASURER : I do not wish to cur-
tail debate, but there is a good deal of busi-
ness to do yet, and I wish to get it through.

Question put and passed.

The House adjourned at thirty-two minutes
past 10 o’clock.





