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Special Adjournment. [28 OCTOBER.] Questions. 1559 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

WEDNESDAY, 28 OCTOBER, 1914. 

The SPEAKER (Han. W. D. Armstrong, 
Lockyer) took the chair at half-past 3 o'clock. 

PAPER. 

The following paper, laid on the table, was 
ordered to be printed:-

Report of the Jubilee Sanatorium at 
Dalby for the year ended 30th June, 
1914. 

QL:ESTIONS. 

RAILWAY CARS FOR ME1IBERS OF PARLIAMENT. 

Mr. BOOKER (Wide Bay) asked the Sec­
retary for Railways-

" 1. What regulation, if any, governs 
the granting to members of Parliament 
of special cars attached to mail trains 
and trains on branch lines? 

"2. Is the regulation, if any, strictly 
adhered to? 

"3. Have special privileges in regard 
to the granting of J>pecial cars been con­
ferred at an:; time upon mombers of any 
political party engaged on propaganda 
work? 

" 4. Has he seen a paragraph in the 
'\Vide Bay and Burnett News,' of date 
19th October, bearing upon this matter?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL\VAYS 
(Hon. W. T. Paget, Jfackay) replied-

" 1. and 2. There is no regulation, but 
when special inducement offers, whether 
from the public or members of Parlia­
ment, special caTS a,·e provided. 

" 3. Yes, to all parties, both Federal 
and State, 

"4. Yes; inquiries were made some 
time ago with a view of meeting the 
request, but it was found that the traffic 
was insufficient to warrant a sleeping-car 
being run from Brisbane to the Kilkivan 
branch. The Railway Department is 
anxious to provide facilities whenever the 
traffio is warranted ; further inquiries 
will therefore be instituted." 

COAL FOR LOCOMOTIVES IN \VIDE BAY DISTRICT. 

Mr. BOOKER asked the Secretary for 
Railways-

" 1. Referring to his answer to my 
question on 21st October, is he not aware 
that a very large quantity of Bundamba 
<;oal sent to Gympie is burnt by the 
engines running on the lines Gympie to 
Nanango via Theebine to Gympie, Mun­
dubbera via Mungar Junction, and Gym­
pie to Maryborough? 

"2. Will he instruct the Chief 
Mechanical Engineer to call for a report. 
from drivers of locomotiYes burning 
Bundamba coal in the Wide Bay dis­
t"!.·ict ,, to ito:. 0fft{'t on the lc·con1c..l..iye~ 
and the extra labour it imposes on driYers 
and firemen?" 
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The SECRETARY FOR RAILIYAYS 
replied-

" 1 He is aware· but Bundamba coal 
is o~ly supplied t~ those engines that 
are compelled to use Gympie as a coal­
ing depot. 

"2. Yr=-,s." 

PARTICULARS RE CE:.VIENT, RAILWAY STORES. 

::\lr. WI::-JSTJ.J\LEY (Qucenton), on behalf 
of Mr. Fiholly, asked the Secretary for Rail­
ways-

'· 1. \Yhat qunntity of cement is kept 
in the Railway Stores, Brisbane? 

'' 2. Is this cement used exclusively for 
departmental purposes? 

"3. If not, what quantities have been 
handed out to private persons or firms 
during the l""t three months, and what 
arc the nalnes of such persons? 

" 4. Is all ceJYtent testecl before removal 
from the sturoo? 

"5. \Yas a quantity of 6 tons, recentlv 
supplied tD a private person, tested b;, 
Go, ernment officials? " 

"6. If so, why was it tested by the 
department, a:>d where was it sent? 

"7. \Vas it sold at the railway con­
tractor's price, Dr at ruling market 
price? 

" 8. \Vere forty-eight bags returned 
from Mooloolah to the Stores Depart· 
ment? 

" 9. If so, was freight charged? 
"10. Why were the forty-eight bag' 

retumed to the Department Stores if 
they were simply an item between' the 
contractor and a private person?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RLULWAYS 
replied-

" 1. to 10. 1'he subject-matter can be 
more effectively dealt with when the 
department's .Estimates arc under re­
Yie\v. n 

DESTRUCTIO:>; OF FrE.H AT }JAHKETS. 

:\h. G IL\.:'\T (Fitzroy) e· kul the Trea­
surer-

" 1. \Vill he inquire into the accuraev 
of the statement that 100 boxes of whole­
some fish were destro;yed at the markeb 
on . Friday because tho prices were not 
:-.atHf rtory io the Yenrlor~ '? 

. " 2. v:ill he date the number of boxes, 
If an0·, destroyed on Tuesday?" 

The TREASURJDR (HDn. W. II. Bar~es 
Bnlirnba) replied- ' 

" 1. I am informed that 40} bushels (81 
trays) were destroyed last Friday, owing 
to t)P fact that they were not fit for 
conc.umption. 

" 2. 31} busheh (63 trays) were 
destroyed yesterdav (Tuesdav) for a simi-
lar reason." ~ " 

REFEREXDF:.II ON CEXTRAL AND l'\ORTHERN 
SEl'ARATION. 

::Yir .. J,DA::\.ISON (Rockhampton) asked the 
Premier-

" 1. Seeing that he said-' If it could 
be proved that the people of Central and 

Northern Queensland really wanted 
separation he thought they ought to have 
it,' will he arrange for the taking of a 
referendum of the people in the Centre 
and the X orth on that question at the 
next State elections? 

"2. \Vhat would such a referendum 
cost the State? 

"3. Has he received a communication 
from the Central Queensland New States 
League on this question?" 

Tht• PRE-"IIER (:Hou. D. F. Dc•uham. 
C.c /, y) replied-

" 1. 1'\o. 
"2. See answer No. 1. 
''3. No." 

lJISTHICT COT.~RTS BILL. 
REPORT oF SELECT Co:.~nnTTEE. 

}Jr. BOl'CIIARD (South Brisban,) : I beg 
to present the report of the Select Committee 
on the Di,trict Courrs Bill. and move that 
the paper be printed. 

Question put and passed. 

COCID.!ITTAL. 

On the nwti~n of the SECRETARY FOR 
Pl'BLIC I.:\STRCCTIO.:--J (Hon. J. W. 
Blair, I P·''cich), the conPideration of the Bill 
in Cmnrnitte<• was ma·de an Order of the Day 
for to-morrow. 

AXSWJ<;m.: TO QCESTIOXS LAID 0.:--J 
TABLE. 

The TRE.\Sl'RER (Hon. W. H. Barnes, 
Bu'imnu): I a-k leave of the HouHo tD lay 
on the table ans·vn)rs to certain (IuPstions 
asked the han. memb0r for Bundaborg, 
and to make comn1C!nts thE'rL Jn-questions 
--' hich I ,,-a, not J.biP to cn,nvor at the time 
in the focm iu which tho" Yore submitted. 

Tht• SPEAKER: Is it tho pleasure of the 
Honse that th• Tr0amrcr bo allowed to lay 
on thP tabl0 the ans'\ ers to tht· quc-,tions by 
the hon. lYP mh0r fL'f l3unda.berg, and to cotn­
rncnt th£'reon? 

HoNOrRABLE ::\IE:.IIEERS: Hear, hear! 

The TREAS1.-REH: The hon. mernb<>r for 
Bnnd.ahprg rt-3~u-d cc:rtain que~tions which I 
could not an wi•r just in the form in which 
he clo-.in~d them to be answered, and I re­
C[LH" .. ced him to give notice of motion for a 
retucn. \Vhen that motiml came on I called 
"Xot. formal," with the Yiow of obviating 
tho nee essit.\- for the hon. member asking the 
questions again and of doing justice to the 
!Jon. member, I now lay the following 
amwcro on the ta blc of the House :-

'· 1. The dredgo " Sarnson'· \Vas sold to 
the State of ::\'ew South Wales. The 
prier! i' £20.000. to be paid on a,ny date 
lwforp the 2nd September. 1915. lx1ring 
inte;·est <it the rut,, of 4 per centum 
H Jl<'r cent.) per annnm meanwhile. 

" 2. The " Samson" was included with 
other ,,iant in ono contract, therefore thA 
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ori~; t::d cost of tho dredge cannot be 
stab-rl. 

·· 3. tho 1st July, 1902, the date 
on ,. hich dredge was laid up, to the 
date o' the expenditure on care-
taker';: Wd.f!,'t'l. docking, cleaning, and 
~~1iEt:n~ a.nounted to £6,336. 

· · 4. See answer to Xo. 2. 
•· 5. :\o offers worn received for the 

punh.,se or hire of the ·dredge prior to 
the pm·'"lw,L' hy the Government of New 
Scnth \Yak',, 

·· 6. "''"' answer to No. 2. The pur­
chr,,-,, mot·ey when paid will be credited 
to tht leon' fund." 

l'RCJPOSED SELECT COM::Y1ITTEE 0:.'\i 
LA:'\D SETTLEMENT. 

::YlOTIOX \VITHDRAWN. 
:\Ir. fL\HDACRE (Lcichlwrdt): As no 

;fnrthPl' acri;)n can be taken this session ~,yith 
th('. t .._,, .... · :~ "tanding in n1y n<1n1e on the 
busme --r•a:'C . I be<; to withdraw it. 

SLJPPLY. 
}'I:\AXGAL S IATE:\!ENT-RE~U11PTION OJ! 

DEBATE. 
\Jir. St•,}cut, Logoa, ;n the chair.) 

_ l,)uestion stated-That there be grunted to 
Hrs :\laJ e'tY. for tho serYice of the vear 
1914-lS. a ";m not exceeding £300, to defray 
tlw salarv of aide-do-camn to His Excel-
lency the 'GI)YC!'llOt'. _.. -

J\Ir. HrXTER (Jiaranoa): While I con­
gratulate the G?vernmont on being in a posi­
twn to pay thmr way and to have a surplus 
at the end of the ::ear, I regret that I am 
unable to eongratulate them upon their 
methods of fbance. In reYiewing the Sta'e­
mc nt. I tn·"P' '' to d1ow firstlv that in the 
handling of '8Veral of th~ aCCOU~ts there has 
not been due <conomv, and that in connection 
with ouc. at least, they have shown a disre­
ganl of un Aet of Parliament· secondlY that 
certain ca;;h receipts shown in the conso.ildated 
rcvpnat' account are not rcvf'nue in the true&t 
s<'n'' oi the word; thirdlv that thD incidence 
of tn:a.riun ;_ iw CJUitablc ·;'and, fourthly, that 
£xpcnchture ts not under control in the manner 
that it should be. The Statement as delivered 
to LS may be said to be a report on the 
trans:cctH .. ns. of the country during the last 
twcl vc months .. Th':t being s_o, there is no 
need to nnyst rt wrth that arr of supreme 
m~·stcry winch some members on tho other 
side sceJn t1J desire to do. as if it \\·ere onl-v 
a fe·"· of th• chosPn of the gods who wer;o 
pern1i·· tt>d to uncleJ.:::;tand it. To anvone vvho 
ull(h :·stands anything about business it is a 
plain stah'ment of the finances and the busi­
ness transacted in the various departments. 
Any person possessing an ordinary amount 
-of comn1on sense and of business acurncn 
should he able to deal with it and the con· 
tinual charge made by member~ opposite tha 1: 

m0mL·rs on this side have not referred to 
the FiiJaneinl StaLrnent at all is :'Jo much non­
sense; It is n;bsolutely impossib~e for any 
Tl1CITII'··'l' nn tlu~ or the other side of thn 
House to rPfer to anv act of administration 
in connecTion with affairs of tho State that 
has not c-orw Plation to the Financial State­
mPnt. _\.-.. eY -~r~~ hon. nicn1bc-r kno\YS, our 
financu~. ~re cEyided up under three' heading·" 
-eonsolwatcd revenue fund, trust funds. 
and loan funrls. V\~c all know that the con­
solidated revenue fund is composed of taxa­
tion and of fees rPcciYerl for s.Prvicos rPn­
derod by the StatC'. 

Hon. R. PHILP: They arc all consolidated 
revenue. 

2\Ir. HG::\'TER: Exactly· but thev arc 
diYidcd up under three 'h'eadings iii our 
finances, and those arc the headmgs under 
\Yhich th.e Yarious moneys arc appropriatPd 
by Par!aJmcnt. 

Hon. R. PHILP: EYery child kno1c> that. 

. :\Ir. HC1\TER: TlE•n why raise tho qucs 
hon ? \Vh~· all this talk about not referring 
to the Financial StatemcLl? I believe that 
there are certain accounts that qrc not care­
fully looked after. \Vhat is more, I do not 
think the surplus submitted to this House 
is a true surplus; that it docs not state the 
a3ual position of the Trcrbm·y at the end 
of tliP year. It doPs not eorrespond with the 
,,,timate, nor do0.,; it gh c the actual amount 
recPiv~}d. Th<) actual rPYl'nuc rerf'iYed bv 
tlw Gm NnrnPnt was £6.973,259. and the estr­
matPd expenditure was £6,790,249, leaYing a 
tliffcrew·,, cf .£183,010. That is the actual 
surplus according to the Tr,,asurer's estimate. 
It is true that. while we cctnnot command the 
revenuP, we can at least control the expendi­
ture. . \ssuming that that is so, the Treasurer 
should have controlled his expenditure to 
such ari extent that he would haYC kPpt within 
the limits of his estimate. If he had succPedPd 
in doing that, then, inst··,,d of coming to us 
With a surplus of £10.000, instE'ad of his esti­
mated surplus of £8.000. he would be able 
to show a surplus of £183,010. 

The SECRET,>RY FOR P-uBLIC LAxDs: Then 
you could not deal with any Pxigencies ~r any 
dPvelopment that arises. 

Mr. HUNTER: The Estimate' submitted 
by the Treasm:er should provide for any­
thing of that description. The Treasurer 
probably did that. If he did, then the 
figures that we should haYe before us would 
be those I have quoted instead of those sub­
mitted by the Treasurer. The fact is that 
the Treasurer makes provision for a low esti­
mate of expenditure, and then, if the neces­
sity arises and he has a surplus, he can 
manipulate that surplus in snch a way so that 
he would set at defiance an Act of Parlia­
ment which provides that any surplus shall 
be paid into the public debt reduction fund. 
That is where I contend that the Financial 
Statement .does not show the actual posi­
tion as it should do. With regard to terri­
torial revenue. which I contend is not re­
venue •at all and should not be classed as 
reyenue, it is an asset that is sold, and 
cannot by any stretch of imagination be re­
garued as reyenue. 'What would be said of 
a man who sold a property and included 
it as part of that year's revenue? That is 
what tho Minister has donD. He has sold by 
auction town allotments and other land bv 
a system of time payment, to the value of 
£235,792 17s. 4d. The Treasurer also sold 
timber, for which he received rovalties 
amounting to £60.437 14s. 3d., making ~ total 
of £296.130 lls. 7d. If it had been put in 
its proper place and dealt with as land 
that was sold as an asset for reinvestment­
as anv business firm would have done-then 
the T;·oe>surer. if he had spent the extra sum 
, pt clown. would have come ·aut with a deficit 
HJlproximating £210.000. His systr ;n of 
ftnan;inp; is altogether lnong. If the Tre ·­
surer used the s1le of assets for rcYenue pur­
poses. then hf' r( allv had a deficit. On th<• 
other hand, if he' ·spent monev OYer and 
abovE' that which was appropriated simply 

Mr. Hunter.] 
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for the sake of setting at defiance an Act of 
Parliament, I contend that he -did an illegal 
act. I am supported in a statement which 
I make regarding territorial revenue bv 
"Knibbs," who savs- "' 

" Sale and re;,tal of Crown lands fre­
quently treated as consolidated revenue 
and applied meet current expenditure. 
". Whi!e for rentals from pastoral and 

residential purposes this is justifiable, 
on the other hand rentals for mineral and 
timber lands, and in all cases the pro­
ceeds of sale of lanr!, is ee,,entially a dis­
posal of capital in order to defray cur­
rent expenses, and as a matter of finan­
cial procedure is open to criticism." 

It is worth while noting what Queensland is 
doing in connection with the timber royalties. 

:Mr. Foi<SYTH: What about New South 
Wales? 

Mr. HU='ITER: I am just going to make 
a companson showmg how much we spent 
and how much is spent in ='lew South \Vales 
and the other States. The amount received 
by Xew South \Vales for timber last year 
was £96,145. The Xew South Wales Go­
vernment spent in connection with the same 
industry . £42,1~4, so that they had a profit 
from thcrr tunller of £54,000. Victoria re­
ceived £51,146 from its timber and spent 
£56,899 on rcafforestation. As a matter of 
fact, Victoria spent £5,700 more on reafforcs­
tation than it received during the voar. 
Compare Queensland with that, \Ve · find 
that Que?ne land rccceive.d from timber roval­
ties last year £63,467, and spent onlv £5,397. 
The QuClenslanc~ Go~-l·rnnw~li realised a profit 
of £58,?70 on. 1ts tm~bcr mdustry last year. 
South "' ustraha rc>cel\~e,d only £5,609 from 
timber last year and Epent no less than 
£22,858. The South Australian Government 
actually invc-;ted in reafforestation for the 
year £17,249. I contend that th8 money re­
ceived by the Treasurer f{)r land sold, or 
t1rnber sold, 1s the realisation of an asset 
and shou~d be invPsted in son1ething of ~ 
reproductive nature. \Yith the £300 000 

hich tho Trea,urer ha. received from tl;ese 
sources we. might hiwc constructed 50 miles 
of r:nh:ay mto '"' agricultural district. That 
';·auld have l.c•en. a bettor waY of inveoting 
tne Inon0y, and 1t would haYc been a n1ore 
hone t system {)f financing than the system 
fol!o,,·ecl by tho Treasurer. If han. members 
mil look at Table D, page 14. they v:ill find 
that so far ":, trust funds arc concerned we 
began the year with a deficit of £1,883,437 
3s. Th1s amoun~ during the> .whole year has 
not LoGI~ r<:>ple.ushed in any shape or form 
except o;~· moneys Tcceived from various 
sources such as the nwat a11d dairv boards 
.Brands .-\ct, Agrieultuml Bank. rc'payment~ 
lor monc~·s advanced, etc. But tho Savings 
Bank, wlnch the Treasurer has told us is the 
moans by \•:hid1 the fund is replenished and 
thC' fund f:.:01n 1.vhinh ~:ch-ances arc n1ade for 
WOl'kcrs' dwelling~. and the Agric.dt;ual 
Bank. h: -' not contnlmtcd one penny during 
the wlH'!e of tlw ye.ar to\--ards the a•Cl.vances 
mad" t;> c·ither of those institutions. The 
:Yhole h.st fr"'nl ..,.-,-hi-ch r0venu0s u:·o rcccivf!d 
IS clc arly set forth on pa"f' 14 of the Trea­
surer's tablr-:. This Inonc~v, n•ceiYE j during 
t~e year. amount:·,c] to £895.886 16s. 4d. 
Tn~ SP 11Jonp.\·:.; \YPrc r0-ccived fron1 the ad­
vane: .. , to settlers fund. Agricultural Bank 
of (lneAnslancl fnnd. aoTicnlture and stock 
special standing fund. hrancls fund. central 
sngar-mills fund, Harlnur Dues Act fund, 

[M1·. Hm~ter. 

Closer Settlement Acts fund, and so on, all 
totalling the amount I just gave. But the 
Savings Bank did not contribute one single 
penny. A great noise is al -.va~, s Ina de by 
hon. gentlemen opposite about the inroads 
made on our Savings Bank by the Common­
wealth Bank. We were told that the Savings 
Bank was tho bulwark of the vVorkers' Dwel­
lings Act and the Agricultural Bank Act, 
and that it would be a pity to interfere with 
it. I say also that it is a pity to interfere 
with either of these institutions. hut it i& 
just as well that the country shotlld know 
that it is not the bulwark that it is repre­
sented to be. and ''0 far as last Year is con­
cerned it did not contribute anything to the 
trust funds 

::Mr. FORSYTH: \Vhere does the monDy come 
from for the Agricultural Bank? 

}lr. HU:\TTER: I am talking about last 
vear. Turn to Table D. and You will find 
it for yourself. · · 

}ir. FORSYTH: I am talkino: n hont last 
;:<'ar, too. Where do('s the mane~· come from? 

:Yir. E. B. C. CORSER: He doe.• not know. 
lVIr. HU::-.JTER : What nomense to say I 

do not know. I have not the time. and th.:; 
Chairman would not allow me to talk to han. 
members acP) ·S the floor of the Hollse. The 
han. member for }/[urrumba had an oppor­
tunity of addressing this Chu1lwr. and he 
did so in his usual stvle. He <t:tted that the 
leader of the Opposition did not touch finance 

at all. except to giYe his usual 
[4 p.m.] array of figures. Hm,· much 

finance did the hon. me:nber for 
~Iurrumba touch? He harrlly mentioned it 
at all. All h<:> dealt with was the rural 
workers' lDo- and one or two other 1natters. 
During th; year the trust fund account 
&uffcr<:>d to the .,,_tent of £525.902 l5s.. so 
that thev closed the vear ,,·ith a r;ross debit 
balance of £2,.+09,339 '18s . 

::Y1r. FORSYTH: iYher<:> doE>,, rlnr money 
come from? 

The CHAIR:MAK: Order ! mw-t ask the 
hun. member not to interject. 

l\1r. Hl'::-.!TER: There io no money in the 
fund at all. It has not eYC'n ,, feather to 
fiy with. There is no trust fund. as it is an 
O'cerdn wn account to the extent of over 
-::2,ono,ooo. :\fow, if we turn to Table: J. page 
29 of the Treasurer's tables. \Ye find that 
there is lodged in the Bank of England 
£1.962.872 16s. 3d. There is also at current 
aceount. to tlw credit of the Agent-General, 
an amount of £496.865 13s. It ''E'Pm,, to 
me that on this current ac,Jount rhere must 
bo an interest lost to the 'Government. as the 
'l'rea',mer ha, lying in the Bank c·f Eng~and 
LParing intcrf":lt-~mall a1noun~ a,, it J"--a 
fair!~· large sum which should make it 
11ossible for hi1n to arrange an o..-c,rdraft. 

The TREASrRER: The intC>rf",L 0arnings 
h::..sc bec-r1 exceedingly satisf:~ctory-in 1nany 
C[i,<;e'.; more th-an we are giving for it. Surely 
tlL't is good busine-s. 

}Jr. HCKTER: 'That mav be <o in cases of 
short-dated loans. But it s'e"bl> to uw to be 
U!'nece>· 0·,ary to kee11 a large cur1-c n a:;c,Junt 
to the credit of the Agent-Gene;·al in London 
v;hile the GoYernment haYc' a large credit 
balance with the Ba.nk of Eni'iland. Any 
bu ·inc' n1an. in.:_,tead of kee,-..ing eurrent 
account of that magnitude. wo'clrl arrange 
for an overdraft, and I arr1 P'- rft'('tly sure 
it ><auld b(• vPry IHU('h chc:q : L I f1Uite 
unclPr;3tand that large sun1s cf ~-H(Jl('Y have-
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to be paid out by the Agent-General from 
time to time; and the Treasurer, in order 
to enable the Agent-General to meet the 
calls as thrv are made from time to time, 
does not wish the Agent-General to run 
sl-;ort, but surely an arrangement could be 
made with the Bank of England so that the 
Agent-General could draw all requirements 
for State payments as they became due, I 
also notice that there is a sum of £982,083 
19s. 3d. lying at current account with the 
Queensland National Bank in Brisbane and 
other places, That is a Yery nice current 
account, but it seems to me that it is an 
unnecessarily large current a,ccount. I under­
stand that for the first £100,000 the Go­
Yernment get nothing, a,nd after tha,t they 
get 1 per cent. As against that the Govern­
ment are paying the Saving' Bank £90,000 
n year interest, and the profits from thf' 
bank during the vcar wa.s only £13.000. It 
seems to me that· as far as that particular 
account is concerned, there is undoubtedly 
a carelessness exhibited that doe' not warrant 
ie any shape or form the praise of the State 
finances which has been given by the Trea­
surer and his satellites on that side of the 
Hc.w.c. 'Yc ,,·ere informed in the Trea­
sprer' Statement that the Savings Bank 
q:erations in Queensland were in the highest 
degree satisfactory. The only way in \vhich 
ro judge that is by comparison. Other 
criticisn1s have been madP .. and I propose to 
make a. comparison with the other State". 
In bet, it is only by comparison that we 
can judge. If we turn to Xe\' South \Vales, 
what do W<' find? The number of depositoro 
th<'re is 619,224; the number in Victoria is 
703.08~; tho number in Qu<'cnsiand, 168,438; 
in South Australia, 251.963; and in \Vestern 
Australia. 121.201, Of cotusc, we have to 
take into account the population of the 
.-ariou> Sta.tes, but I find, on doing that, 
that Queensland, \Vith a population of one­
third the population of New South \Vales, 
is short of one-third of th0 number of de­
positors. Then, in South Australia, where 
the population is less than in Queensland, 
ihe~· have nearly double the number of de­
positors. Then we come to the deposits per 
head. and we find that in New South \Vak' 
they, amount to £15 9s. ; in Victoria to £15 
19.' lOd.; in Queen·Jaml onlv £1-\ 4s. 3d.; 
in South Australia to £20 4s. 3d. ; Western 
rhtstralia to £14 17s. lOd. 

The TREASrRER: \Vhl\t is the maximum 
amount of deposits allowed in each ca,se? 

::Vlr. ITCNTER: That ie another mattc>r. 
That < :m be judged in this way: The num­
ber of depositors is less than in the other 
States. and consequently the maxnnum 
amounts 1nu~1 be lP-;s. 

The TRF\Sl'RER: Xo; we won't admit that. 
:\lr. H'CXTER: If the han. gentleman 

\\ill onlv consi<lPr it for a mum em. he \viii 
sec that tlw figure 'l I giYe not onh- proyc 
that the amount at depocit is less, but that 
there an' fc \Ycr depositors and the amount 
I'Pr head ;, lc-,,,:. 

The TREASURER : You are stretching your 
argument. 

Mr. HUNTER: There is no stretching 
about it, as a little mental arithmetic \vill 
convinc" the Treasurer if he carcc; to indulge 
in th~ exercise. Again, I contend that the 
incidence of taxt,tion is not fair: that it falls 
on a s·ction of the community. and that is 
borne out by a review of the freights charged 
on our railwo1ys. Fully 15 per cent. is 
ad•led to tlw cost of living of rural residents 
compared with the city residents, and the 

investments and enterprises of the State with 
regard to railways should not be borne by 
those who reside at long distances from 
the cities; and, if no other course can be 
adopted, then the zone system should be 
inaugurated. If the Government cannot see 
its way to reduce rates, then a zone system 
should be fixed, so that encou,·agement would 
be given to rural settlement rather than forc­
ing people, on account of the high cost of 
living, to leave the country districts and 
come into the cities. That is what the ten­
dencv is, because the extra cost of living 
amounts to fully 15 per cent. in an area 
from Chinchilla west, a,s compared with the 
<;ost of living in the oities on the coast. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC L INDS: Is not 
that argument knocked on the head by the" 
fact that the greater proportion of our people 
reside in the country? 

:Mr. HUNTER: They cannot all be in 
the towns. There would soon be no towns at 
all if that "·ere so. Let us SPC' whether 
Queensland is in that favourable position 
that the Treasurer makes out, as compared 
with other cities in the Commonwealth. I 
admit that, on account of the splendid sea­
sons we have experienced, Queensland has 
been singularly blessed, and in opite of bad 
government-(Government laughter)-we have­
had a period of prosperity; but I do not 
attribute the fact that \Ve are in our present 
financial position to anything the GoYern­
ment has done to assist. \V e are told that 
the Government have financed matters in 
such a way that their loans have been a 
wonderful success; that they had taken· 
advantage of the market at the right time; 
that they had seized the psychological mo­
ment for placing their loans and have obtained 
the verv best possible terms. Now, let us 
sen wha·t is the actual position. Taking the 
loans of the various States of the Common­
wealth and the interest payable on them, wo 
find that taking them over the whole period 
);ew South \Vales has been paying a,t the rate 
of £3 lls. 4d. per cent. for all her loans. 

The TREASURER: Fm: what period? 
}fr. HUNTER : I am taking the whole. 
The TREASURER: I think you should be 

fair. and quote from the more recent. 

:\lr. H'C::\TER: I want to give the figures 
for the whole period, becau.oe, when the hon. 
member talks, he talks about the Liberal 
partv's period-any period of ten or four­
teen' years during the fifty :vcars which the 
Tm·,--cum-Liberals have had the reins of 
po\\:er. Victoria paid £3 lOs. 3d. ]Wr 
c, nt. ; l)ueenslaud, £3 14s. ld. ]Wr cent. ; 
South Australia, £3 12s. 8d. per cent. ; 
and \Vestern Australia-this much tabooed 
and Labour-ridden State-£3 lOs. Sd. per 
cent. That does not say too much in favour 
of the financial manag·ement of this State. 
Then we find that the Government have re­
centlv started a sinking fund, and they have 
a matter of a few thousand pounds to their 
credit, and, instead of its being vested in 
trustee<, with instructions to invest it. a& any 
other sinking fnnd is invested, the:v merely 
are authorised to buy Government deben­
hnes and hold them at a certain rate of 
interest. Kat so in Western Australia or in 
some other States. In ·we'-tcrn Australia, 
theY have a fund which aggreg,•tes £3.309,346, 
and this fund is .-ested in trustees and in­
'· csted in British, Indian, and colonial secu­
rities and from time to time it is appliecf 
in r~deP.ming the loans that are maturing. 

Jfr. Hunter.] 
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That is the object and the sound principle 
that f-hould guide all Governments in hand­
ling a ><inking fund. In Victoria they have a 
sinking- fund of £1,226,667; in :\few South 
Wale'· £381.893; South Australia. £299,567-
all larg-er ,um•; than we have here in (~ueens-
1. nd. That. again, does not prove that our 
finan~es are being so well managed. Then we 
come to cbort-dded bills and public deben­
tures. and we find that in New South Wales 
i lwy ha ,-e short-dat0d debentures amounting 
to .£6.000.000; Victoria, £12,000,000; and 
Queensland. £14,000,000; and South Aus· 
tralia. £2.000 0~0. Then we find that Queens­
L ··l ,Lo rnm0s out disadvantageously in 
l'onncction with Treasury bills in aid of 
ren'nLw. Thcv have nonE' in Xew South 
Wale nr! Yirtoria, whilst in Queensland we 
haw £1.087.050. 

Tlw TRE\'-i1ThER: Do vou know that New 
~outh \YaL·,, is offr,ring 5 per cent. in the city 
of Bri, batH' for n1oncy '{ 

:\Ir. H C:\'TER: I am not talking about 
·vhat they arc doing· to-day. V\'e have heard 
a lot abrut what they are doing already dur­
iug this dcbat•·. I am talking about thing. 
as up to the 30th June last. Kow we come 
to the publir dPbt, and wo find that it 
amount>< in ?\ew South \Vales to £58 13s. 4d. 
per head of population. Victoria £45 3s .. 
Queens] and £81 13s. 4d., South Australia 
£68 18·,_ 5d., and \Y cst-•rn Australia £')6 Ss. 

The TREASl'RER: Do not forgct that wP 
ha.Ye a greater rnilPagc of rajhyay aud u 
~rnallC' · pnpulatjon. 

::)lr_ HFNTEH: And do not forget that 
DUl' railway:i cost just about one-half wlwL 
trH'Y ""·'t in :\' cw Routh \Y ales to build. 
'I'ht'll VVL' colll(' to sorne n1ore of the fin::tnci·1l 
!nan<' :2.'" n1PI.it of the Trcasul,'('r. _\s l h ~- vc al­
T:·.tdy printt cl out, the unforeseen expendi­
ture bnt Year increasf'd yerv considerablv. 
,\, a rnattc'r of fad, it has gone up in leaps 
a1td boumk Xot r11lv that, but :he c":nPn­
ditlll'e he·; also g-one up. I£ we go bavk' [,,,. 
t1\enty year><, we find that it was £7 l4s. Sci.. 
whibt to-day it is £10 lOs. lld. ver head. 
ThP unfon:···PE~n expenditure ten yco.r.:; ago 
was £32,810 14:0 ., and last vear it amounted 
to £225.423 14s. 1d. That is a ir:'m :ldo"'l·; 
big jump. and it scc:ms to me to b' 'impl~ 
laying- a foundation wherob;· the Treasure~ 
rnay rr1anipulate lar~e surpluses Lti.O unail 
snrpinsPs, and thus set at dcfiuncP the Aet 
which v ·"' pa"cd to lead to a reduction of 
th0 public debt. V\' e ha ,.e also had a good 
d< ~l •aid to tlcc cffoct that for the last ten 
year-:; th._-'1'0 lw~ b.·f'n a continlL~tion of ,,ur­
plnsf's. but that is not the historv of the 
Liberal part~·- Let me tell this H<;nse, and 
the- Trc-a,mrL•r too. that, takjng th0 ~nnount 
of surpluses and tho amount of deficits 
during the whole period of Liberal and Torv 
Goyerninents--~.vhich are svnonvmous in a 
;-n1.;:P--·thnt the artual tot3:l of df1ficit~ ex­
ccNkd the ><urplLN'S bv £2.619.865 4s. 6d .. 'o 
that. if we were to close up the reign of the 
Libc·al P.arty .. "·e >rould fi~d them ending- up 
i\Jeir pcrwd with thP deficit I havc just men­
twned. Now, I ask what the GoYernment 
haw done in any way to bring about the 
wonderful prr;.-perity we have experienced? 
Tlw~· do not claim to havc brought about the 
g-ood seasons. EYPn the Treasurer does not 
prof,. that he is responsible for them. Then, 
I ask. wh >t has he done to bring about the 
\\·cmdPrful production in wool and stock which 
has occnrr<'rl throughout the great \Vest? 
\\'hat has he done to assist in the develop­
ment of our industries, or to im rease the area 

[Mr. Hunter. 

of land undt'l' maize or potatoes? Have the 
Gon,rnrnent assisted in any shape or form 
the second .. •ry inductries of the State? All I 
find in the Financial Statement is assertion 
after reasscrtion of the wonderful progress of 
Queensland; but what has been done by the 
Liberal party to assist in this progress? I 
s;,y, absolutely nothing. What has been done 
is due to good s< "son3 and not to the good 
management and super-excellent finance which 
is claimed for thfl party. \Ve have at the 
prc,ont time an opportunity for tho Govern· 
mont to stcp in and do something, not only 
for the woolgTO>Yers, but also for the whole 
of th0 people of Australia ; that is. in con· 
np.·-tion ,,·i\h our Ipswich \Voollen Company, 
where. I think. the Government should offer 
to assist to duplicate the works and solicit 
orders from th0 Imperial Government, so that 
they might go on full shifts, turning out in 
a ma'lufactured condition our raw wools. 
Tlwn "' e ha vc a cotton mill practically lying 
idle. These are things that the Government 
might do. \Yhy are the-e factories lying 
pradi:~ally idle '1 

.\h. :\11:-cPHY : The dropping of the bounty 
bv the Cmnmo·.wcalth practicnlly shut up 
Hie cotton-milk 

:\Ir. Hl"XTEH: It is possible for this 
GoYernnwnt to move the l<'ederal Govern­
rnPnt. but thev have not done so. 'Ther.J 
is no reason 1,·hy they shuulcl stand stilL 
\Yhen the GoYernment has anv trouble about 
finance, tlwy call a conference of Treasurers 
and Prc.•niPrs, and they come to resolutions 
and fix rnatt0rs up. \Vhy 'hould that not h~ 
done in <'onnent.ion with manufacturt=:>s? 
Neyer was a better opportunity in the his­
torv of Au,tralia for our secondarv indus· 
tries to be placed in a s'tisfadory position; 
m•ver w·:~ a better opportunity to assist those 
engaged in trade and manufacture as well as 
primary production. 'l'o my mind, instead of 
this w11r rausin(( such great alarm. it should 
giye us the greatest confidence, because we 
have >Yithin ourselves everything that is ne­
cessarv to make this great countrv. And now 
\Ye ar~ shut off from that severe 'competition 
fl·om abroad and the cheap labour we have 
had to cCJnteNl with in the past, there is 
an oppcrtuaitv for thP. GoYPrnmcnt to urge 
a bi;; :t:•p fonqnd in th" matter of our 
Sl_l<:ondn r'l indu ,tries. K ot onh'" in conncctiou 
with the- :;econdarv industries' have the Go· 
,-ermnent failed, b'ut also in connection with 
the pri1nar~v industries. Last year. :in C'on~ 
nection >vith the seloc1.ion of lands. there 
was a bad slump compared with eyen ten 
years a go. Comparing 1907 with last year. 
'-0 find that thoTe \\'Pre 1.948 agricultural 
farms sckntod. a;.d la't Year there were onlv 
1.447, or a shortag-e of 471. In connertion with 
ng-rirultuml homL ,tcads, in 1907 there were 361:; 
f'd0cted. a~ again~t twenty-four last ye:lr­
ctnother slumn of 245; of unconditional ·'li'loc· 
tions there · '''or0 ninPtv-one selectorR, as 
ag-ainst forty-one last yea'r, or another slump 
of fiftv. nwking- a tohl shortage of 766 
P<'ople, in regard to those who took up agri­
cultural selections last year as compared with 
o<evcn .V<'ars ago. That does not show much 
progrc::.s. 

Tho SECRETIRY FOR PUBLIC' LAXD~: \Yhy do 
,·ou not emu pare the year befor0 last? 

:\ir. HT':\'TER: I am ;wing haek to ·how 
that '\(' are not n1aking prog! r•"; that there 

ts more pJ•ogrC'SS vnade sf'ven years ago in 
that parti<:nlar class of selection than v-ag 
made last Vli'ar. 1t mig-ht be more &cr. ptable 
to the Han~ the Secretary for Public Lands to 
<'Ompare this year with 'last year, but I am 
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not considering the Minister in the matter. I 
am considering the progress of the State, and 
thcrl' "\Ya;:; les::;. progress llHtde in regard to 

selection last, year; in fact, there \Vaf. a short~ 
,age con1parcd with seven :year:-3 ago. The 
shortage in area \Vas grea.tcr --a shortagn of 
245.764 acres. What haye the L"bour Go­
ver.nmcnt be 11 ·doing in :.Jew i:louth \Vales, 
which hu' been accuee·i of being a spend­
thrift Govc.nmcmt? They arc not falling· 
shurt; there land selection is increasing. 
Let us con&idc·r one branch of their svstem of 
settlement. They have to adopt the most 
e:>CL·mi,-~ method of settlement becaLIOe of 
tlw shortage of Crown land in that StaL,. 
They have to buy landb and irrig·ate thc•:r1. 
The:c have established large resen- Jirs to 
pro,Ti:ie lat'~0 L){JdiPs of \Vater in the 1nost 
extr>n ,ive \Yay, t30 that their la-::1rls. can l,D 
fully utiliw-d. The .l.Iurrnmbid;n"' sche·nc 
will Pnahle 250,000 acre-; to lle i-rrigat(~d ns 
a consolidated block. In addition the Go­
YPrnment have secured 1,000,000 acres of 
land for settlers for irrigated farms. The 
total cost of the works and lands is 
£5.500,000. \Yhen fully settlPd it will com­
prise 7,000 farmr;, and it is expected to 
have a population of 50.000 [l"Ople. There 
vou han ,-n indication of what the ::'-lew 
Routh \Vales Labour Govprnmcnt arc doing 
to ',.ttle peo,llc on th,l land. and in such a 
· ·av that the smallest area of land will pro­
duce the grcan' ~t po.s'jible rf-''1Ult-s. The first 
htr111 '·CtS grantPd in 1912. and last :ear they 
], >d 705 selPctions taken up, 622 of which arc 
ocn1piod. There arc 1~7 miles of drains, 205 
:nilt•s of roads, 260 miles of channels, and 
4.000 peoiJk are settled thc1·e. I contend 
that we arc not dealing \vith our Queensland 
:rrnds as no should, and that in spite of the 
finJ.ncial achninistration tbat is &o n1uch acl­
niire .. 1, not only by bon. tncinbcrs opposite 
but b0· the country prtrtv, the Government 
are not doing for Queensland tlw great work 
which 1night he done. Considering the vast 
amount of our tPrritory and ol\r w(mdcrfully 
fertile lund'.• we arc not taking advantage 
of our opportunitic'·· and should a bad time 
come tho Treasurer will be the first to feel 
tlw result, because we are living largely on 
good srason~~ and not good govornn1ent. The 
hon. member for Burrum, with that parrot 
crv which has been heard from members 
OJ;po~ite during the whole of this debate, 
'aiel that the Financial Statement had not 
],eon touched by members on this side; that 
it was too good to touch. He eaid the leader 
cf the Opposition got up and hardly ever 
referred to it. But the leader of the Oppo­
sition referred to all the big headings in 
connection with it. He referred to the 
st'!'thility of the note issue. 

The TnE.\SURER: The leader of the Opposi­
tion's address was very largely the came ·as 
given twelve months ago. 

:\fr. HUNTER: It was nothing of the 
sort. He referred to maturing loans. to the 
selling of assetc; to the rcpurchase · of 
estates: to the railway store<-a matter of 
"£800,000; unforeseen expenditure; Renard 
trains. and :McKPcn cars, •::hich cost £~0.000 
and which are now on the scmp heap; the 
present need foc· a Royal Comnli·csion and 
public works committee; and he clinched 
, •ch of the charges levelled by him against 
tlw Government hv comments of the 
Auclito;.·~Gelwra1. thc.reby :;;bowing that it 
"·as not his opinion only that he was 
~·ivinc .. hut that he .ves backed up b:; the 

opinion of tho Auditor-General. The speech. 
< i the leader of the Oppoeition was master­
ful, if not exhaustive-(Govermuem laughter) 
-{.te 1ling with t'lw great question of tinance 
as only a man of his outctauding ability 
wight. ::'-Jo hon. member on the opposite 
side of the House iws attempted to reply to 
him ,,} far. \Yhat did the hon. member for 
Burrum , av about finance'! ·with that wild 
\' ar vvhoop" of his, which .showed rnore lung~ 
powe-r th·:..tn all~, t-hing else, he \YPnt for the 
llnl!lla_l Gcn~ernnwnt and the ScadJan Go­
ve:·lltlWllt. 

Tlw THE'-- CRER: lie got hon1e ou th~·nL 
:'vir. Hl.~:\TER: He quoted frolll certaiL 

f-lH.-~Pvhcs of ~Ic~ .r..:;. llolnHUl and Scaddan, 
and extra{'t-:_, frorn the '" Snn '' and Sydne.} 
"BullPtin/' 1:-ithout g-iYing their conn·xt. 

The Tm:A.~l:RlcR : Do you klww a paper 
call( t1 the ·· SydlH'Y :\1ail ' 1 ? 

:'vir. lfC:\TER: Yes. 
The TUEAS"C3.EH: I \voulcl sugge.-Jt yud have 

a lo Jk into that. 
:\Ir. Ht~:\TER: That has nothir,g to do 

\\ith the Firmncial :Statem(•ut. (Laughter.) 
Tlw hon. geutlernan can giYe us extracts 
fro~tl it ''hen he refllies if he \Yanb to. I 
eontcnci that tho leader ol the' great country 
part;: fell very short of the position he 
holds when he said that the note i,sue was­
not reoponsible for the scn·e of solvency 
which cxi,t<d in Australia to-daY. \Vas it 
not found ncce•,,,ary for the Iuiperio.l Go­
vrrnulcnt to arrange for a note issue in 
comwction with the Bank of England ? Is 
not Canada in the came position~ It is 
a ,,·ell-kno' n fact that money is short, but 
that it mav be obtained if it is -short is­
the .rreat i1ower that makes for soh·ency 
and ~Pcllritv. The Treasurer himself said 
that if occr:: cion arise:i, he himself will take 
c.u_lsantvgf· of the cffLr n1ade by the Fisher 
Govnrrnnent in thi:-. conncrtioP. ~.\nd ~-et he 
would deny that tho financial security we 
arp c>njo,·ing in Australia is due to t~at 
cause. :\ow, I want to r' fer to somethmg 
else the hon. gentleman said. He said that 
the Labour party had a country policy and. 
a town policy. So we have. (Government 
laughter.) Our policy is a universal policy, 
and, therefore, it must _l)ave both a town and 
countrv application, because it seeks to estab­
lish th~ rural, industrial, and commercial life 
of the State, and to place them on a sound 
economic basis. ·what is the hon. gentleman's 
policy? The policy of the corner party is to 
deceive the primary producer, to block the 
cane price hoard, to foster trusts and com­
bmec, who plunder the producers and con­
,umcr" of the State: and if there \Vas a 
third plauk, to deprin' the taxpayers of their· 
political rig-hts, and thcr0h,· save their own 
politir::tl skin. Tho hon. gentleman showed 
bow ins-incere 'ven~ h~g critirisn1s and how 
ur·worthv were his bluff and wild \Var \vhoop 
\d1ich lie made, wh"n he refused to accept 
the offPr of the leader of the Opposition to 
La ,-c: thP Prt'micr's srwr~.:h and th0 ~p...,erh 
d tlw leader of the Opposition printed and 
c(istributed on condition thr.t the hon. mem­
hnr paid half the cost thereof. That is-

C"\ iden~'C' of ho\V in::;:.inrcn·e the 
[4.30 p.m.] hon. mt>mbf'" was. I notice that 

th<' Kitim~k-; for tlw Homc Sec­
' dan's Department are £17.506 less than 
those' for last yc:1r as far as hc,pita:s and 
charitable institutions a.rc concerned. That 
is thf' \Yro11g place to start cutting- down, 
and will probably be severely handled \Yhen· 

Mr. Hun 1er.] 
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tho Estimates come up for discussion later. 
I notice the Estimates for the Agricultural 
Department for this year are £7,357 less 
than they w0re last year. That is how 
our agricultural industry is going to be 
fostered this year, though it is an industry 
which oug·ht to be fostered above all other 
indn,tries·· cct the present time. Every effort 
should be made to nromote and extend the 
agricultural industr}:, and qo find foodstuffs 
for tlw defPnders of the Empire. We 
have not hc<rd a word from the corner 
party, who misrepresent the farmers, 
prott•:-;ting against this cutting do\vn of funds 
\l'hic'.l \Yere alre:tdy too small. The Trca· 
nr~-r n1a~· go on cutting do1vn the vote 

:'or th ...:\gn' ultural indu':'try, and yt>t not 
one :-:in 1~lt• ·,. nnl of obje~:ion con1e~ frmn 
bon. lll<'lllbcr~ opvo:;;itc. I an1 not olH~ of 
tLo-..:e IYho bclieYe that we nrc going to haYl' 
" v<'ry bad tinw; I bPiiPn• that things will 
nght thPm>eln•·. and that tlw war will n<,t 
affect U'i in the \va:v 601ne persons fpar. I 
·· m confirm0d in this b~licf bv tlw fact f1at 
money i~ plentiful in Great Brita !n. On 
the 15th .\ugust the> Imperid Govern·nent 
tsketl for a \var loan of £15.~00.00J, and it 
\-as "-Hb:::C'ribed near1v three ti1nt,~ over at 
£3 13,, ld. IWr (i nt: 0n tho 28th Augt,st 
tlwv a~k('d for ano-: her \var loan of 
£1S.OO'i.OOO. which was also substTibed ncarlv 
thrcn time- O\'Cr at £3 15s. 6d. pl't' ce>nt. '; 
and on the 15th September thev asked for a 
third war :oan of £15.000,0iJn, and that 
P1so v•as subscribed three tin10s over at £2 
13s. 6d. ]lPr cent. This show•, that if monpv 
i, need<·•! it can be fonnd. \Ve find al,", 
that the Itoncv markPt in London is show· 
i11g a dcrid('d tendency to,vards Io,ver price:-; 
ihrC'P months' bills being 3! per rent. a~ 
against 3H per cent. for one month the week 
hdorc. W c further find that there is an 
incn·ase in coin and bullion from £48.0~0.010 
t·) £59.000.000 inside the month. and that 
.during the f'amc p0riod the res0n~cs ha vc 
increased from £32.000.000 to ±A2.000.0CJ. 
lt SC'f'llb t J lllL that there is cverv reason to 
hope that money will be cheap.er as well 
as more plentiful. When the war is 
over there is every prospect that we 
bhall ha H! gocd times in Australia. but 
nmcl:J. \vill depend upon . ., hethcr we· have 
the rourage and cnte1 prise to seize the 
OI>!Jortunity offered and to make the hebt 
use of our resources and opportunities. The 
Treasurer has said a good deal about the 
fact that th<' amount of revenue now re­
quired for interest on the public debt 
i, onlc· 5 pc>r cent. That fact does not 
-i1npl:~ anythir::.~, coL -:;ide ring how our reYenue 
:s rai, €'d. As \P' gc~t 1nore r:,'tihva"\ and 
re{ ,_,iyc· a lan:.cr rcn, cnue, the ~nno~1nt re~ 
quired for interest will grow less in propor­
tion. That is only a natural con,equence, so 
that the fact that the amount of revenue 
required for intere't has been reduced fro.n 
10 jlcr cent. some years ago to 5 ner cent. 
now is unworthy of a place in tho Financial 
'Stat0ment. .inybody who deals with the 
matter in a serious, not :~~ flippant. manner 
muot see that for himself. I trust that the 
great cloud which rests over the homeland 
will soon disappear, and that the Treasnrt r 
will realise the full amount of his e~timates. 
Anything that I can do or that any membc·r 
on this siile of the House can do to assist in 
the realisation of that estimate will be done 
and I shall be one of the first to con: 
gratulate the Treasurer on the realisation 
of his estimates if the opportunity offers. 
(Hear. hear !) 

SMt·. Hunter. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. J. Tolmie, Toowoomba): I desire to 
say a few words before this debate terminates. 
I have listened with a great amount of in­
terest and po:o,ibly some instruction to the 
remarks which have fallen from the hon. 
member for ::\IIaranoa in connection with the 
Financial Statement. Members on this side 
d th" House haYe charged members on the 
Opposition side, from the leader downward, 
"'ith haviug offered no true criticism of the 
Financial Statement, and evidently the h9n. 
~:wmhcr for Maranoa has been charged vnth 
th•' to ,k of dealing with the Financial S~";te­
mcnt in order to remove from the OpposttJon 
the stig-ma that they are not able to handle 
the Stntement submitted by the Treasurer. 
I quite sympathise with hon members oppo· 
site who have not bf'·en able to handle that 
Statement for the reason that it is so sound, 
that it shows that groat progress has been 
made. anrl that it cl~monstrates that the '3tai~" 
of Qupensland is in .such a health:y condition 
that thoro is very little opportumty for ad­
,·erscly criticising the Financial ~tatement.. 
I listen,ed wtth a great deal of mterest to 
the r0marks of the hon. member for Mara­
noa because I understood that he was going 
to bear the burden of dealing with the 
Financial Statement; but the hon. member 
'imply treated us to a conglomeration ~~ 
fio-uros dealin"" with the public debts of thrs 
a~d the othet:' States. It is not possible for 
me to say whether some of those figures re­
present the facts of to·day or not; T!>e hoi>. 
member frankly admitted that m hrs corn· 
parison he wa:· not dealing with the c:;vents 
of the last two years, so that a true estu}late 
mi.,.ht be formed of the progress or other· 
wi;e made during th'Lt period. 

Tho TREASURER: It would be very in con· 
yenient for him to do that. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Yes, because he would have been forced to 
tell the Chamber that we have been pro­
g-ressing all along the line. J udgin!l' from 
the figures "ro hon. member quoted m con­
nectio'n with my own department, .I shoul•J 
sav th·>t, if his figures dealing wtth. oth~r rna tters are equally corre:t, we have hs~er:ed 
to a gJ:Qss misrepresentation of the afl'a.rrs of 
this State as compared with the affarrs of 
other States in the Commonwealth. The 
hon. member started out to prove three 
proposition•. Unfortunately, I did not catch 
his fir,t proposition, but in his second pro­
!>O· ition he said he w~s going. to s~ow that 
the incidence of taxatwn was rnequttable. I 
ask hon. members opposite, who are willing 
to give an absolutely unbiased opinion on 
the matter. whether the hon. member ~ealt 
\Yith the question of inequitable taxatr.on? 
Ccrl'ainlv the hon. member made some shght 
passing \:0fercnce to freights an<;] fares ~n 
raihvavs. but that was the only mstance m 
which ·he tre>ated of taxation. Then he pro­
ceeded to tell us that the administration 
was not under proper control. I le we it to 
the ind,·ment of the House to sar whether 
the ·hon. gentleman has proved the third 
proposition, or even the second proposition, 
that he set out to prove. So far as the 
first proposition is concerned, the hon. gentle­
man did not seem to think it was of such 
great imporhnce, because he never rt:iterated 
the proposition he laid down. I think the 
Treasurer of this State is to be congratulated 
by all who have the interests of Queensland 
at heart for the very excellent Financial 
Statement that he has been able to submit 
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at this juncture. In dealing with this State­
ment, we have to bring into comparison the 
Statements that have been submitted just 
about the same time by Treasurers of other 
Stat!'s. Those hon. members who keep 
abreast of the current literature of the day 
--particuhriy the ne\vspaper literature-will 
know that Queensland's position is a most en­
viable one amongst the whole of the States. 
{H<'ar, hear!) The Treasurer this time twelve 
months ago put a certain proposition before 
the House. He said that the revenue for the 
year would reach a certain amount, and that 
the expenditure "ould total a certain amount. 
The hon. member for Maranoa laid down a 
most amazing proposition this afternoon­
that the Treasurer should be bound down 
absolutely £1 for £1 with the Statement 
that he then put forth, without any deviation 
to one side or the other. 

Mr. HUNTER: Be fair. I said that he 
should make some reservation for that in 
his Estimate. 

"'The SECHETARY !?OR PUBLIC LANDS: 
~he hon. m•,mber sa1d the Treasurer should 
make somt' reservation, but ho should then 
be bound clown £1 for £1 with the estimate 
lw made. 

Mr. He!'iTdl: He should get somewhere 
11ear it. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
It IS an absolute impoBsibility for a Treasurer 
to put himself m such a position. So long 
as he is able to make both ends meet at the 
end of the year, it is all right. If there is 
any mcrease in the revenue, then he has to 
se.e that the money is properly distributed, 
and that the amount has been absorbed in 
unforeseen expenditur~ that must arise m 
the course of the vear in governing such an 
f'normous Stat<' as· Qu<>ensland. 

Mr. H.,~IILTO:>;: It is very largo amountino 
I, £200,0Cl . ' " 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC L~\NDS : 
l n a matter of millions £200,000 is not a large 
sum. 

The PRE1IIER : All this expenditue has been 
largely in the direction of in01 casing the 
revenue of the State. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC LANDS. 
Th'!-t is quite true, .as the Premier points out.' 
I' 1t not a fino thmg to be able to say that 
we h:>-ve that surplus revenue·-that the 
adm1mstratwn has been such in all those 
departmento thr;t there is a surplus to meet 
£mch contrng0ncws as may arise? 

:Mr. BOOKER: And general financial buoy­
ancy. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA::'\DS: 
Yos, and, general fi::mncial buoyancy. The 
Trea~urer s posltwn 1s the position . of every 
mercnam; who lays out at the bcgmning of 
the year a certam plan that he desires to 
Jlchie>c before the termination of that vear. 
If he can do it satisfactorily he is "well 
pleased, even if his expenditu~e is greater 
.and his revenue has increased bevond that 
which he anticipated he was going to receive. 
The charge made that hon. members on the 
other side have not fairlv dealt with this 
Financial Statement has been e~mply sustained 
by the statements they have made. Thev 
have departed altogether from the Financi.{l 
Statement, with the Pxception of the hon. 
member for 1faranoa. He is the only member 
<'TI that side who set out to find something 
wrong with the Statement, but he had a 

hard task, and he sign 1llv failed to do so. 
Th,• flrst hon. gentlem,;n to whom we 
naturally look for criticism of the Financial 
Statement is tho leader of the Opposition. 
When I eay " critici~m of the Financial State­
ment," I mean a fair one, that is allowing 
credit where credit is due, and passing c0nsure 
on the Government if censure should be given. 
I contend that, so far as this year's work is 
concerned, this Government are very largely 
free from censure. So far a, the Financial 
SLttement is conccnwd, the leader of the 
Op]Josition absolute!:: passed it over. He 
dc~lt with certain statements made bv the 
.-\ uditor-General, and then he essayed the task 
of putting the Labour party's platform into 
'· Han'itrd." Having put the Labour platform 
into "Hansard," he thought he had clone 
r· markably good work. 

l\lr. HARDACRE : So he did. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
He may huve done good work f<?r his party, 
but he did not do good work for the country. 
\Vith rP;;ard to the report of the Auditor­
General. st•me of those statements had refer­
ence to the Department of Public Land,., and 
I intend to say just a word or two in con­
nection with what was said bv the loader of 
the Opposition. We do not find fault with 
the criticism cf tho Auditor-General. It is 
his business to examine the accounts of the 
Stat~. and if he finds that the accounts of 
the State are incorrect, it is his busine·ss to 
lay those matters before this Chamber. 
(Hear, hear!) But it is not his business to 
dflal with policy in any shape or form. 
That docs not come within tho province of 
his work. His work is mcrelv that of an 
accountant. The h<Jn. membPr· for Maranoa 
made serious criticism of the Auditor-General 
m his spl'ech, although he never mentioned 
the gentleman's name so far as I can recollect. 
Still, he could tell us this at'count was wrong. 
and the other account wns wrong; that all 
the accounts right through, from the begin­
ning to the end were absolutely wrong, but 
the hon. gentleman signally failed in the chs· 
charge of his dutv in not putting th0 dif­
ferent accounts that were wrong before tllis 
Housu. 

:\Ir. HrxTER: The leader of the Opposition 
told vou them. There was no need for me to 
go o\~er them again. 

Tht' SECRETARY FOR PCBLIC LA::'\DS: 
The loader of thf' Oppo'·ition said that the 
Auditor-General had stated that it was time 
that the Sr:aforth Estate was wiped off the 
h)oks) or wiped out in some 'vay, because 
it was a bad account. Therc is only one 
way of wiping it out, and that is by taking 
£32.000 from the consolidated revenue to set 
ngainst the money spent on that estate. I 
quite acknowledge that it would be an excel­
lent thing to wipe that account out. At 
the present time it stands in the books of the 
clcpart"lcnt. and to a cf'rtain extent it occu­
pies a little time in dealing with that account 
from yor to year. It also occupies a little 
•:imo for the auditors of the Auditor-Gen­
eral'' Department, and he would prefer to 
see it ,,·ipcd out. But to wipe it out we 
would have to set apart espt·cially £32,000 
from our revenue. \Vhy should \ve, just for 
the sake merely of obliging the Auditor­
G cneral, or for a matter of sentiment, take 
£32.000 £rom the revenue for the purpose of 
dealing "·ith that account? Why should we 
deprive our <elve,. of £32,000 of revenue, if 
":l can apply it better to the advancement 
of Queensland than by wiping out that 

Han. J. Tolmie.] 
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account?. If \ve had created that debt, 
there might be wme reason in saying that 
we wore ,,ntitkd to wipe it out. If the time 
arrives that we' have rnorc money in our 
consoliclatcd revenue account than we know 
\rhat to do with, then the strong probability 
i·. that we will follow tho advice tendered 
bv the Auditor-GeneraL As a matter of 
f<cct, thu proposition has been considered 
mor•_ than once. \Yo might. perhaps. get 
some of the salvages of other accounts in 
ennuection with our closer "ett!ement, and 
then we would come to this Chamber and 
;c,k bon. members to wipe them all off. I 
propose, before I sit down, to deal with the 
closer settlement c.ccount, and show that, in 
spite of the Seaforth Estate, we still have a 
large credit balance in the closer settlement 
a< cmnt. and I ,·ill show that it is tho most 
oubstantial a• count that we haYe in Queens­
land to-da v. Then. the Auditor-General ha, 
<'allerl ai t<>iJtion to ·the position of a selector 
oP another Pstate. .An arrang8ment-it ,~.as 
before my time of ofiice--1\·as made in con­
ne--tion with this particular est'lte; it was 
an arrangement considC>red by tho officers of 
the department-by the ?.linister who was 
administering the affairs of tho Lands De­
partment-as being one absolutely in favour 
of tlw department. It meant a strong proba­
bilih that we would be able to recover the 
whoie of our indebtcdne'', rather than that 
we ;-hould lose, a·, would be the case if we 
\\'ere to follow the usual com·se of absolutely 
forfeiting the selections. 

The PRE,\l!ER : IY o are not hE're for the 
purpose of evicting anybody. 

The SECHETAHY FOR PUBLIC LA?\DS: 
The policy of the Lands Department-and 
credit will be given by members on the other 
side although they may personally disagree 
\Yith me--the continuous policy of the Lands 
Departnwnt has been always to endeavour 
to keep th9 man on the Jai1d once you get 
him th01\~, and gi\'e him every latitude that 
is pmsible to enable him to recover his lost 
position. That is what has been done in this 
casP. Had the financial crisis not have arisen 
!a,t year, so far as this particular estate is 
concerned, the books of the department 
would have been absolutely clear, but just 
at that particular moment when the selector 
was in the position of being able to go to 
the private banks in Queensland to finance 
him, there 0ame along the financial strin­
gency, and he was unable to do so. This 
year he is in an equally bad position, 
hut by making the arrangement that has 
been made with that selector, the State 
c·tands to get, and I believe in the long run 
will got, all that is due right clown to the 
very last penny, and thc>. policY of the depart­
mC>nt will b0 vindicatr·cl. That policy is to 
kN'P the man on the land if it is possible 
to do so. Those two matters were mentioned 
hy tho leader of thP Opposition. He also 
mentioned a third, which had pa.ssing refer­
PnCP hy the Auclitor-GAneraL and that was 
that an investigation into the Survev Depart­
ment last vear had cost a consk!erable 
amount of ;nonev. That investig-ation was 
forc0n on b.v members sitting on that side of 
the House, who stonewallE'Cl the Estimates of 
the Survev Denartmont for two ni!l'hts, all 
with a view of hringinif about that· irvesti­
<ration. T told them at ihC> time that the de­
nartnwut had th<' matter fully in its grip; 
that we were inquiring into it, and that the 
· afPst "nd hest wav to makp discovPrv was to 
allow the thing to go on as it harl heen 
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going. However, they so~1g~t tl. llilhlic ·in­
quiry and they got a pubhc mqUJry. There· 
,,·ere t\~ o inquiries into the matter, and those 
inquiries were not eonduetPd L~~- rhc Burvoy 
Dc[Jartment at alL The matter wca taken 
ab:olutelv out of the hands oi tile clepart.­
uwnt and pa3socl over to the J u~ric-<· Dcpa_rt­
munt, and after a full and searcnmg mqmry 
'' tts made it \Vas found that ,omebody, 
apparently, hrd string~ attached n t;~:m. 
members on the other s1de and ,_,·as puLmg 
titeir leO".s---th, v struck a nwre's ne~t. That 
inqui1·y bmacle ~1o discover~- in any \Yay, and 
it on!·: elicited the fact that ,onw half­
dozen "indiYidual ruem1JOl" c~ the public ,£>r­
vice had bE'!ll doing a little priva' \York and 
1 he: ,, e1·e punished; and that \vas the. wh?le 
n ,ult that was proved so far as the mqmr0 

u . .;; concerned. It \VU:3 fLan~_l that d:! work 
r. as al)'::olutely ""~':ell doue L:: the SULTC': J~·s .. 
nnd it was found that there \YU_· _no 111~ tenal 
di;;-,crcpane~~ so far as tho departn1ent \Yas ('()ll­

ce>rncd. 
~1r. IIA:11ILTON: There we::,_ fa 1 ~~ifications 

in t~1e descriptions of land. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC L\:'\DS: 
I told the House that the department wonld 
sC>nd a competent man over the _sun·ey' and 
see whether there l,\ ere any dJ.screpancws, 
and the result has )wen that the descriptions, 
as laid down in the field books havP been­
I won't sav absolute], accurate, but they 
have lH 011 f~und accurat;~ SO f-ar IS One Ulan's 
jnrl.g1nent as compared with anotlF'r's can 
make them accurate. 

2\lr. FOLEY: \Yhat was the offic r punished 
for? 

The SECRETARY FOR PL:BLIC LA?\DS: 
For brcakinrr a rule of the public service 
vchich sa0 & that officers of ~he puiJlic serv_ice 
must not come into compot1bon 'nth outsJd& 
members of the community. I have dealt 
with the >tatcments of the lead,_r of the 
Opposition so far as extracts from the 
Auditor-General's report arc conci'rned: not 
involving anything against the dC>partmer:t, 
but involving the policy of the -department m. 
connection with certain accounts. and that 
policv has been followed to the adva.ntage of 
the t"onants of the Crown, as it ought to be. 
in overv case so that they might reap their 
full re,~ard. ' I am not going to say very 
much about the platform of the Labour party. 
That seems to have been the great point the· 
leader of the Opposition desired to make­
to secure in " Hansard" ·a copy of the pla~­
form of the Labour part.). That platform IS· 

a long worn-out platform, and it is becoming 
worm-eaten. All that has been good in that 
platform has been taken over by the Liberal 
party and has already_ been pass~cl into law. 
Verv little of it remams of sernce, and a!T 
it n-eeds i.s a firE~tick putting into it. The­
leader of the Opposition did not m~ke ·any 
criticism of the Statement. Possibly ~e 
mi"ht have done so, as he he.s the ability, 
hut in this case the Opposition are like­
iEsop's fable-the A_thenians on the o~her 
side a' compared with the Lacedemomans 
on this side. The Athenians understand" 
what is good. but it is the La.cedemonians 
who put the virtue into pract_ice. VVe giv_e 
the Athenians on the other s1de full credit 
of understanding what is good, ard I hope 
they will also give us, as the Lac' demonians, 
the fnll credit of puttinf' all thosp r;ood· 
thing·s into practice. Criticism is not merely 
finding fault. In any true criticism credit 
should also be given for the g·•>xl Y ark that 
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has been done. Has there been a.ny such 
criticism on the other side so far as the work 
of the Treasurer is concerned'! There ha" 
not been a single point to which they have 
directed their attention to show that the 
Treasurer has not been working in the 
interests of the State. Something might h<tve 
been said about what the Lilwrals have done, 
and han. member•-• on the other side might 
have pointed out that during the last twelve 
months- there was an increased revenue for 
the State. Is that not something that is to 
our advantage? 

Mr. FoLEY: Is that due to t11e Govern­
ment? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Certainly, due to the Government and to 
the administration. Where there is bad 
administration the affairs of the State cannot 
progre''· There must be confu,ion, and 
with confusion in our industries there cannot 
be that accumulation of wealth which is very 
desirabk, and which we all like to see. 
During the last twelve months. under the 
administration of the Liberal Government, 
there has been an increase of revenue all 
along the line. Then, han. memlwrs might 
have pointed out that the expenditure has 
been kept within bounds in almost every 
department; in most of the departmEmts the 
expenditure has been less than the Treasurer 
stated he thought it would be when he 
rlelivered his Financial Statement last year. 
Not much !Ass, but enough. There has been 
a careful arlministration, a careful exer~ise 
of oversight over the funds of the State. ln 
two or thr0c departn1£mts, where nec~ssary, 
where there has been an expa'1rling work. 
\vhcre dt-Ye1o!)n1ent was taking place­
perhaps rapid deYelopment "tnd unforeseen 

development, it bcc;ame necos­
[5 p.m. ·1 "an- that. in order to sustain 

tha't rleYclopment-to keep it 
I" a condition of lUOYCln0~1"f.; progrl's~lng 
-it Wa'· necessary to spend mone.v that 
harl not been Yotcd in the Estirnaks. 
Bnt that is rlonP Pverv vear in the State. 
It is done eyerv Year· wher•·ver there is a 
Government suc'h 'as we hanl herr- in the 
State of Queensland-throug-hout the whole of 
the British rlominionc. EverY Trr·osurcr or 
evorv Goyernmcnt exerci~e the s ·1nc nower 
as ,,:as excrci"'ed by tho pres·":>nt Adn1illistra­
tion, and where thcv found it \va-~ nec0s~a.rY 
to overspenrl the amount that had be-3n voted, 
they had tho courage to do f J, knowing- at 
the same time that they were making 
Queensland progress, and realising that, 
when they came to this Chamber and sub­
mitted the extra exnenditure to members, 
then the House had the opportunity of criti­
cising them for that ovor-expenditum. if 
they W<'re so disposed; but realising, too, that, 
as is universally done, the House would 
congratulate the Government on having had 
the foresight to keep the country going 
ahead as thev did. If han. members had 
any desire to· he fair to the Treasurer, the'' 
might have directed attention to the fact 
that he was able to make his loan balances 
re,·enuc-producing. Hon. members on the 
other side p-ave us a rlis"'rtation on the fact 
that wme of them were <?xtraordinarily large. 
Bnt throughout the whole of last year we dirl 
not allow it to rust in the coffers of anv 
bank. We put it out in short loans. Th~ 
money in L mdon was at times put out for 
a fe\~ days -in all cases it was revenue-pro­
ducing-and the Treasurer last year was able 
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to obtain from the various loans in the banks 
sufficient interest to augment the figures 
given in the statement to a considerable 
extent. 

The TREASCRER: In some cases up to 41 
per cent. 

::Ylr. KIRWAN: Do vou think this should be 
a mutual admiratio,"; society? 

The SECRETARY FOR P1.:DLIC LAXDS: 
The bon. member has ao;kod me whether I 
think this ought to be; a mutual admiration 
socif'ly. l say that where we find excellence, 
\~-here ·we find n1crit-~-in tho--e ca~f:'" it is a 
fit subject for admir atic.n all round. If hon. 
members on tht' other side had a desire to 
b<' fair to the GO\·ernment thcv might have 
rFn•cted att<.'ntion to the fact 'that the per­
cputagc f'harg~:>d to revenue account of in~ 
lt>n•st was tlw lowcot in the historv of the 
St.1te. X ever before in the history of Queens­
land was thp percentage charged to revenue 
on that account so low as it was during the 
paot year. h that. not something of which 
we have reason to be prourl? Then, han. 
members have been talkin•r a great deal 
(!bout thP SaYings ~ank, a~d yet the very 
fact that one person m every four in Queens­
land h(_ls au account in the Savings Bank is 
ot>mct hmg that will stand to the credit of 
tlw StatP. I am not going to deal with the 
:Hnounb; that may Iw ve been deposited in 
other State-.:, \Yhere larsre ~U~lb rnay be put in 
lhe bank '-O as to ewpll the amount deposited. 
.\i' I \\ant to deal with is this one fact­
that one per~on in every four hgs an account, 
~11Hl that liH'an:;: t.hat a Yel'Y con_,idc-ruble 
pr(Jpcrhon ef the roung· peo}Jle-tho&(' ,,:ho 
at'L". UtHJl·r the age of twenty-one years-are 
~a n!lg. and sc~·uring to . then1selYes capital 
f·'l' Inr0,i.110l1t lll an~ husuF•:;;s th0y n1av like 
t1 t,•_ko up suh cquc~1tly. \Yhy can '"p show 
~u ·h a ~r:u~d n>..._u]t as that'( It n1can~ that 
tLl• _indu·try of Qn·'ensland has been carried 
<m m "" 'h 1dy v, ay throughout tlw ,,-hole 
.\ ('i.H .. ti1 Jt wnrk for th0 \vorldng In en and 
worlung wutnen of QtH~ell:::,L•nd hns bu~n of 
1t con:·.;t:tnt 11ature. Thcv have been able to 
~a\"(:·, th:·v ha, ~~ hP(11 ··blP to a•·cun1ulate 
:•rHl tlH' t·~ .ult j~ shown in ihf' Sav,ings Bank 
of thr; State. That is something that may 
fJL' ~'"~ud to the <'red it of the GnvernmPnt or 
to thP credit of th<' TrPasur<•r when criticism 
is directed at the Financial Statement. The 
hon. n1cn1ber for J\Iaranoa semnl:i to be under 
the ;,,,pre s'ion that ull the monev ad,-anced 
'hnuld comp in proport:.matdv. ·He knows 
Y<'ry well, if he rarer! t•1 put· it before the 
He-usc. that all this moncv that is taken and 
di,tributr d :vca r by yeai·, must be g-reater 
than that whif'h iR c,>minp; in, becaus0 it is 
only coming in in very small quantities. A 
loan under the Agricultmal Bank Act is 
not going to mature for twenty-fiye years; 
nnly one twenty-fifth of th 'lt loan is coming 
bark each vcar. The same applies to the 
loans regarding workers' dwdlings, and the 
qme to the advances from the public estate 
improYement fund. In Queensland the sum 
nf £25G.OOO has been advanced for the pur­
pose of improving the public estatc> but that 
1' only ccming back at the rate of one­
twPntieth each year, and that is the reason 
why the income appears to be so much less 
than the outgo-it is distribut<Jd over such 
a great number of years The hon. the 
leader of the Opposition was good enQugh to 
say that he desired to put in " Hansard" 
the Labour platform, but I have been 
showing what the Liberal party have been 

lion. J. Tolmie.] 
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aetuall 0 doing. the work that thev have been 
ar·<·omplishing. and that has been generally 
dii't•eted to improving the conditwns of the 
!H'Opie. That is the work of the Liberals of 
the past; that is the work of the Liberals to­
ria v; and it will be the work of the Liberals 
for all time. Liberalism. as mc'nbors oppo­
site know. stands for the home and for 
hlllnanity <'very timf' (Uppoo;ition laughter.) 
Tho Liberal policy is a policy that produces 
work for the worker, and has been doing it 
for tho last ten years, during which the 
Liberal part:- have been in power-keeping 
peoplP in e•m,tant employment. I dare say 
that there rna,- bo a c:tse. such as the pre­
'ent. when pe.ople are out of employment, 
but "·here that is 'o it is not duo to a 
gPIH ra1 dccav in the adrr1inistration of the 
departmPnts 'by tho Lib.eral party. but it is 
due to factors over which ()\"HI the Labour 
party han• no power, against which they 
could not stand--factors, too, that may be 
n•moYcd at any time. It is quite true that the 
hon. n1mnber for Gregory rnay have some cause 
tc feel that in hi:; di~trict n1cn are not earn­
ing. IV• all feel that it is sad that it should 
b0 the casP. but the fact is that the work is 
to :·u on. arod tlw GoYernment have the 
monP-'' to keep thc·m employed, but w_e have 
not the raik In a vPrv short wlnle the 
:\Iinictcr for Railways, i'n ull probability, 
will haYc hi, raiL; ready to go on with th!lt 
work. and I hope that these indi1iduals will 
be in constant employment before many days 
ha Ye gone by. I say that the policy of the 
Liberal partv is one that produces work 
for the workEir. I go further, and say it is 
P policy that gjyp~ en.roura~enlent to ~he P:r:o­
dn('er; a nO jn dPnhng w1th the F~nanmal 
StatPment I shall show, before my time has 
expired, that is the case. Further than that, I 
want to emphasise that the policy of the 
LibPral party is a policy that gives assistance 
to th<> sick and the incapacitated. (Hear. 
hear!) I say further that it is a policy that 
supplies a mental equipment to the young 
people of the State. I would further say that 
i~ is the policy that secures ?cvelop:nent for 
the country's re.~ourcC"3; and If that IS not the 
policy that stands for th<; whole of the people 
--if it is not the polwy that stands for 
humanity as we find it here in Queensland­
then I know no other policy that has ev~r 
be•' n put forward whi:h is comp!lrable t? .It. 
\Yo hav(; b0en improvmg the somal conditiOn 
of the peoplf' of the State. We have been 
endeavouring to assist the working :n;en to 
home, of thrir own. so that they wrll not 
lw lln!'ing rent to some landlord .. I would 
like to show what has been done m the de­
partm0nts under the control .,f the Treasurer 
and the SE'erctary for Public \Yorks during 
the last twdve months. On tho 30th June 
Ia t. the close of the financial year, there were 
3 483 workers' dwellinfl'S erertcd in Queens­
]~!ld. at a total cost of £894.244. Does not 
tlw LibPral policy stand f~r the home when 
it can point to a recqrd bke that? At the 
dose of the previou:- fi11ancial yem the nnt;t­
bcr of such homes was 1,918. The increase m 
the vear was 1 565. Thut is. we ereet<>d five 
\VC'rkmen' s cott~ges for cYery working day in 
tho last finan<ia I year. Is that not som.e­
thinp: for "·hich this State should talw crecht, 
and of which we should be proud? To show 
that we are on ,,.fe ground, I may mention 
that the balance to the credit of the profit 
and loss acr·ount in connection with v:orkers' 
d" ellin£;,:s sbnds at the present bme at 
£13.650"'11s. 5d. 

:\1r. GILDAY: That IS only the duty of the 
Government. 

[Han. J. Tolmie. 

Tlw SECRE'L\l:tY FOR PUBLIC LA:'\il8 ~ 
It is a good Government that will do its duty, 
and I am g-lad that hon. rr.embers realise that 
it is the duty of the GovPinment to do this. 
Having reached that pitch, I thmk the next 
st<'p to realise is that some credit is due to 
the Government which will do its duty, as 
this Gm·ernment certainly has been doing. 

Mr. O'SuLLIVAN: You are making a profit 
out of it. 

The t:SECRETAlt Y FOR PUBLIC I,ANDS: 
Sm·t•h" ,-ou do not expect us to make a loss 
out of it·: You do not expect us to " Holman­
i•cp'' this State, do you? This Government 
has been exercising a control over the homes 
of the people in regard to sanitation. The 
Health Department has been doing its duty 
throughout the year, as the report of. the 
department shows; and there has been a bt:wt 
supcn-ision with rr·gard to the food supphes, 
which has made the condition of the worlnng 
man and of even-bodv in the State much 
better from that ·poin.t of Yic·w. \Ve know 
that the food \\ e are consuming at thB present 
time is all of the ven- highest standard of 
uualitv. The Financial Statement discloses 
tlmt ":" ha ye bPPn finding work for the worker 
all along, and that this Government has always 
had the interest of the worker at heart. \Yhen 
you talk abont the Labour platform. I say 
that the Liberal party possnsses t~e virtue of 
haying put into effect all that IS good for 
the working men of Qtw.~nsland. All the mea­
slues that are to be found on the statute-book 
for the good of the workers are the work of 
the Liberal party. The first Factorws and 
Shops Act was passed when the bon. member 
for Townsville was Premier, and from that 
dav right on there have been improvcme-:1ts 
in· our lcl;(islation. always with the object _of 
bringing I~ right up ~o date and !'!_ways with 
the intentwn of malnng the condition of the 
worker bettor than it was before. It was 
this party which pa•sed the \Vor_kmen's Lien 
Act. the Machinery and Scaffoldmg Act, and 
the Wai!CS Boards Act. which giws the wor­
kt•rs of Queensland an· o~po_rtunity_ to obtain 
the hi,-hest amount that It Is possible to get 
out of the industries in which they are 
engaged. \Vhon von talk about the Labour 
platform, look at' the practical effect~ of the 
Liberal platform, a_nd ~t all that tht.s party 
is doing in the direction of bet!'Nmg the 
condition of th•' workers. Then. It was the 
pr<>sont Recrdan- for Public Instruction who 
J'lsscd the \Yorkers' Compensation Act. 

1h. liA1!ILTON. Which oidt> of the House 
wPro you sitting on when he passed it? 

The SECHETARY F'OH PUBLIC LANDS: 
1 was on tho side of the House that 1 am 
on now. (GoYornment hng-hter.) Last of all, 
we gan• tho workers of Queensland the host 
piece of lr·gielation tha!' it was possible to 
r-i "'' them-tho Industrial Pc·acc Act. \\ e 
p-ave them an opportunity of saying whether 
thet· wanted to work. or whdher they did 
not want to work. \Yo restored to them the 
frcr•dom that had h.:cu filched away from 
thi•m. and put· th<m in a position of absolutely 
ind<>pendcnt men. \V,, did a great thing for 
the \Vorking nwn nnd thn \Vorking- \VomPn 

of Queensland and something for which the 
workers of tl;o Rtntc haYe gh·cn IF credit, 
and for \vhich, I beli<'Yf', they \viii continue 
to give us credit. But I want to pass on to 
tht> \York that we are doing for the producer. 
Look at what we have dono in the direction 
nf railwa:v construction during the y<'ar that 
is passrct. 

:Mr. FIHF.LLY: The Drayton dc-Yiation. 
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'The ~ECRETARY FOR PCBLIC LA:'\DS: 
The Drayton d0viation is going on, and will 
<oon be completed, too. Railway construc­
tion was carried on la~t vear \vith an ex­
pedition unexampled in the history of this 
State o1· in the history of .an;;· State of 
A_ust.ralia. 'Vork was carried on on twcntv­
five 0xt<•nsions. \Vas not that a practical 
providing of work for the working men of 
{~ueemdand ~ And other extensions are going 
OE this yPar. I do not want to anticipate. 
l.ut I believe that the Secretan; for R:cil­
ways will bring down a prnsran~n1c of rail­
;vay works that. will continue to give ernplo.v­
ment to the working tnl'n of this Statr• for 
e.c me vea rs to come. All t hPso factor.- that 
I am~ now enunlcrat,:ng show as clearly a~ 
it is po sible for anythi;1g to show the steady 
\vork that has been done' during tlu .. past 
} ear. and the intere>t that ha·. been exhibited 
by the Government in the working people of 
this Stat0. and ho\Y plra:-;ed \VC arc to SC(' 

them always employ0d; and the anticipations 
i1 .. that direction, I am glad to say, are 
lmght. Then, for the man on the land. we 
ras:,ed the Clo,cr Settlement Act, bv which 
w~ rcpurcha,ed large estates for the' benefit 
d tho'e who wished to settle on that land. 
''l'ha t has been a good investment for this 
Etate. Some exception has been taken on 
the other side to the want of selection on tho 
Seaforth Estate, which is still in the hands 
c.1 the Government. But during the time 
1he Closer Settlement Act ha•1 been in opera­
tion. land has been purchased to the extent 
of £1,713,165, and the land that has been 
sold has realised £1,826,781. The land un­
sold and reserved at the pre9ent is valned 
"t .£228.118. the tentH~tive valne of land avail­
able for sale is £60,853, and the total 
amounts to £2.115,754. That is now the 
value of the estates that we repurchased. 
Deducting from that the pur0hase price of 
£1,732,165, we have a credit balance of 
£402.589. and if :we take out of that the 
arrears on the Seaforth Estate. and arr(•ar~ 

·m1 other estates, we have vet a profit or 
credit balance of £345,789: Have I not 
i·l'O\'('d f'onclu..,ive1y that, so far as the re!a­
tions of the Go;-ernment are concerned with 
c iosc·r RPttlcnlPnt. that acf'ount. stands in as 
finn a condition as anv account in the State 
·of Queensland or the 'commonwealth? The 
fact that we ha\·e not wiped out the Seaforth 
Estate doe- not affect tho stability of the 
c,oser settlement account in the slightest. 
'Tht>n, in reg-ard to the work we have b:-€~n 
cioing for the producer. we have been mak­
ing land available for him all along the line. 
The hon. nwmber for :\faranoa quoted wmc 
fig-ures. and hP wa~ d1~tinctl~, unfair in his 
·qnotntion. IIc took t.he very best y<'ar in 
the hi~'-or~· of Quef'n,-,land, ~o fvr a~ sn1all 
"·tt!ers an• concerned. and then he s1id that 
thP amnnnt of land settled now was not as 
f.rPat. a~ it wa-, in the pa--t; that thflre ':vas a 
decad(_•nc0. I a~ked him to takB into ('Oll­

,;dcretion the last hY•> years. 1912 and 1913, 
.'nd to contrast them. If he had done so. 
the story he would have had to tell would 
t· ;-c h·r·n qu't" a different ore. lin c·1uld 
have g'On0 to the Land~ DPpnrbnPnt and got 
the roqui,itc figures, but instead of that he 

Jl-.·> to "I\::nibbs" nnrl quotes a doC'Unwnt 
tbat is two ypars behind the tinw., Is that 
done with the desire of showing what are 
the true conditions of the State of Queens­
land? Is it not more with a desire of. per­
htps, boinf: able to work a point and to 
»av that in 1907 the number of small eottlor, 
m;1stitutod a record 1 I believe that the year 

or: which we have no\v entered, and \Vhich 
will tc•rminate, so far as the Lands Depart­
ment is concerned, on tho 30th December, will 
be• the rc·eorcl with regard to the nnmber of 
small settlers. Taking the land settled last 
_.,.., ar, we then made available 11,151,101 acres. 
and that was a record for Queensland. That 
< tnnot be contronrted bv the bon. member. 
":''he an>a sell'cted was 9.035,315 aPres. and 
t} at. too. was a record which cannot be con· 
troYf~rt.Pd hv the hon. nwnrber. The irwrPafie 
in agricu!tu'ral farms in 1913, and also in 1912, 
\\as 106, 'bowing that up to the 30th .June 
this Year we hay(; made an in('rca~P ::'~J far 
a·. tl{e small sPttlPr i, czmcernod. The total 
ir.crca·-c in the number of selections of a:! 
krnds tn kPn up was 291, or ncar1y an a deli· 
tjona l ·· c~lPctinn for cYcry working day ir1 
last ''l'ar. If tho hon. membl'r had had a 
desire to Lc fair to Quoencland. he would 
have gone to the Lands Dcpartrncnt and ob· 
tainPd those flgul·c,, and hP would havo been 
ir a position then to say whether we were 
rnaking progress in land sctt!oment or not. 
Tlwn. in regard to assist.ane,e to the producer. 
have we not dono good 'vork in conneC'tion 
with our Agricultural Bank, as was exhibitf'd 
'" our Statement last voar '! J\"ot onlv did 
the bank do good wo;k last year, but we 
\YOre also in the position that we wore able 
t< come down with an amending Bill to 
give greater facilities to the man on the 
h nd, and ma.king his condition as far as 
the Agricultural Bank is concerned better 
than the condition of the settlers in anv 
othN State of Australia. Last year good 
work was done, and it is embodied in the 
figures for the year. As far as this institu­
tion is concerned, the total advances have 
been £1,253,546, and tho total number of 
accounts to the 30th J nne, 1914, were 5.111. 
Has it not been very beneficial to the State 
of Queensland 1 Have not our settlers de­
rived much advantage from the institution? 
I would like to qnote something from those 
JH•rsons who have had beneficial relations with 
the bank, but I find my time is getting short. 
and I will not be able to get the matter in, 
which I regret very mnch, but, perhaps. I 
will be able to do it on thq Estimates. 

Mr. KIRWAN: It will be ver:- inten·,tin,g. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA~DS: 
It will be instructive, which is better than 
intprostin,g. It has been alleged that the 
bank is not sympathetic towards the settler, 
but hero are tho documents written by per­
eons who ha,·e themsolvPs applied to the 
b.•nk, all showing that thov have derived 
a<hantago from it, and pn:iising the work 
br>ing dorw in the Illf~ntH{Pmel'It of it. That 
.;ivcs an indication thnt the work has not 
been inefficient. I said that 5,111 persons had 
utilised thP bank up to last vear. 1.599 now 
D ( _ onnts wure opened durir)g the year, as 
against 1.417 in tho previous y<·ar, and 514 
ach·<llld'S ,.,·ere repaid, indicating that people 
;n;ro getting- on their foot. The credit bal­
ance at profrt. and loss acconnt nn 30th June 
was shown to be £18.206 1s. 1d. We thus 
"'" that these trust ac~ounts associated with 
thn a.c1Jninistration of tho Govonvnent are in a 
e<JUnd condition. I wou:d like to dilate upon 
the work which has been done in conneetion 
with thE' public estate improvem0nt fund, but 
I will. perhaps. have .an opoprtunity to deal 
with that on tho Estimatc·s. I want tho Co:n­
mitth' to know that .£250,000 has been ex­
pcndNl in improving roads and making ap­
proaches in places where land has been taken 

Hon. J. Tolmie.] 
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up fer settlement. That money has relieved 
the strain upon local authorities and given 
the settlers the means of get.ting to the 
nearest market. Then, I wonld like to point 
out that as far as the settler is concerned, 
we have also been assisting him by giving 
him marsupial netting on easy and protrac­
ted term;< EvPrything that is possible to d<, 
for the producer the GoYernment has been 
doing. I h·tve shown what we have been 
doing so far as the working men's homes are 
c·onc·crned, and what we have been doing for 
the worker himself and for the producer; 
but we do not stop tlcere. We go right down 
to deal with the verv children of the com­
rnunitv, and some of 'the legislation that has 
h• Pn passed by this Government through thu 
imtrumC'ntality of thP present 11inistf'r for 
Public Imtruction and his predecessor has 
been among~t the most humanitarian in the 
whole cf the civilised world. (Hear, hear!) 
The child in Que<msland can go from thu 
State school right to the University without 
t•osting his parent< a single penny. \Ve care 
for the welfare of the child in the schools; 
we give the best sanitary ~tnd hygienic con­
ditions. \Ye send special medical officers 
around to see that the health of the child 
j, bPing- maintained while he is at school. 
ls not that a great work which is being done 
all oYer Queensland by the Liberal party? 
Am I not justified in saying that we are 
putting into practical cffC'ct all that is good 
w far ~as the Labour phtform is concerned'! 
It is on the statuto-book now, and it is being 
clmw bY wav of administration, and all that 
I' left of the Labour platform is nothing but 
tlw wcrn-out husk of a policy that has become 
<'ffete. Let me speak with regard to what 
has been done for the gon<>ral community. 
The hon. member for Mar:moa v:as going to 
tell von that the incidence of taxation was 
uneYen. but hE' never g-ot beyond making 
the statement, be.:ause he found he wao not 
juc.tifiPd in making- it and that he could not 
sub,tantiate what he was going to say. He 
lt·i- it rw,,s ov0r nftr·r having 1nade a state­
m<'nt. that would get intn "Hansard." There 
lws hr(•Jl no additional taxation, so far as 
this GoYC'rnnlf'llt is concerned, 'vhile it has 
been in office. I might point out with par­
dcmabk pride that there has been on1e re­
mi"ion d taxation. It mav not be of large 
an1-ount~, but that rerni~sioll of taxation re­
IHOV<'S some of the .burdens which lay upon 
the man on the land. The Government have 
brcn cndeayouring to adjust the taxation to 
those best able to bear it. Even with re­
gard to our railway taxation, is it not tho 
goods which are of the greatest value \vhich 
are rated the highest so far as freights are 
concerned? Thf' produce of the pastoralists, 
>nch as wool, hide,, and tallow, pay a greater 
rate of frcig·ht than do chaff, and lucerne, 
and agricultural produce, or cream and mille 
I sav there has been a iust appre~iation of 
tlw ;.onditions of the people. and that there 

has been a discriminati0n in 
[5.30 p.m. J taxation so as to put the burden 

on thoee best able to bear it. As 
far as the incntne tax is concerned, we have 
not dtid that. in order to fa~e the trouble 
that mav be Sefore us, we shall have to 
rPmove tho exem;>tion under the Income Tax 
Act. Xo. 'We are keeping the working man 
aP. free from tf~.xation as \VC ran. Some per­
"<li1S mav sav that it might have been wise 
had we 'com'e down and said thai; we were 
going to increase the income tax in Yiew 
nf th<:> difficult.v which mav face us in the 
future; but ,~·e have not" done t;hat. \Ve 
think that, by the careful administration 
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which has characterised this Government in 
the past, we shall be able to do all that we 
ar<' called upon as a Government to do dur· 
ing the present crisis, and at the sanH· timn 
be' able to make both end' meet. If we 
find that we are not in that position, I am 
C•"rtain that we shall have the courage to 
face the situation and do what is right in 
tlw interest of the whole community and 
in the interest of the Empire as well. (Hear, 
!war!) I may also point out that good work 
has been done throug·h the hospitals for the 
sick and suffering. The hon. member for 
i\Iaranoa stated that the appropriation for 
hospitals and charitabl<:> institutions is 
£17.000 les.< this year than it was last year; 
but I would remind the Committee that we 
are still going to p.1y £2 for every £1 sub" 
scribed IO<:tlly. We have fulfilled our obliga­
tions in that respect in the past, and we 
•hall do so in the future. There is no country 
in the world, perhaps, that has done more 
in that connedion than Quf'emland has done. 
:'\ow, let me sav something with regard to 
what we stand ·for so far as the' liberty of 
the individual is concerned. \\~e are not a 
novernment who are giving preference to 
unionists. N' o; we do not believe in prefer­
ence to any pcr.mrs. If we wished to put 
into pr,,ctice the policy enunciated by mem­
b0rs opposite. and say that a workman ha; 
no right to work, no right to earn a living, 
unk~s he C'onfonns to C'E"'tain pnliti('al 
opinions) could we not with the n1ajority 
behind us carry out such a policy? \Ve do· 
not do anything of that kind; such an idea 
i3 unthinkable to the Liberal partv. But thP 
Labour part: my that no rnatte1: how diffi­
cult tho position of a man may be, no matter 
how great h.'s needs, he must not get work 
unle:<:) he be longs tO a union. L-; that in 
conformity with the principles uf humanity 
or of the British idea of what is fair and 
honc-'t? Is it a fair thing to say to any 
man that, unle;:;:s he C'on£orn1s to certain 
cast-iron rc!:.tulations, he has no right to live 
and no rig-ht to earn bread for himself. his 
wife, and family? Our policy is to giYe equal 
opportunity to every person, 'O that he may 
b; able to earn a living for himself-so 
that lw mav be able to use those faculti•s 
-,•;ith whic·h. fiod has 0ndowcd him for the 
aclntntngf' of hin1s('lf and of those dependent 
upon him. That is the essence of Liberalism 
in the past; it is the essence of Liberalism 
to-day ; and I believe it will be the csscnc<' 
nf Liberalism for all time. 

Gov>:RX}rEXT :\1E}IBL.~S: Hear, hear: 

:\h. SWAY:'\E (Mimni): Queensland ha~ 
every cause to be gratified with the State­
ment presented hy tho Trctsurer. This is 
the fourth time that i.:1e hon. Q'entlcman has 
giv('l1 us {!'round for pkasurc. in connc~tion 
with his F'mancial Statement. The hcts dis­
elosc·d in the StBtemont aR rt>p:ar.ds ~:drniniR­
t· at ion are i!l accordanc:• with the Liberal 
policy, and indicate a vigoro11<1 dPvokpGlPnt 
of our natural resource:' and a genPrtt l irn­
proyement in our social conditions. I find 
that the Treasurer was most narcfnl. I maY 
say n1ost exact, in bis <'f:timatc of t}H' 
revenue for 1 

J..St ; ear. Thr- [Pnonnt n---,'r-ivod 
oYer the estimate: was £174.530. hich is less 
than 3 per cent. of the total re,·c·nne. Any 
TrC'n'3urer who can 0stin1atp \Yithin 3 per 
cent. the n ;·enue from a State like Queens­
land poc,sc•,ses moot yaJuablc qualifications 
for tho position he holds. Some hon. m<'m­
bers ha "'' criticised the T1·eamrer. not be­
came he was so far out in his e>timate of 
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revenUE\ but because he was out in his esti­
matE of expenditure. \Vhut sort of a busi­
ness man would the Treasurer be if when he 
found that money wati coming into the Trea­
sury he lcckBd it up? The hon. member for 
lVlarauoa, >vho wao the first speaker on the 
Opposition side of the Honse who l'Ballv 
dealt with the Financial Statement would 
not, I think, follow such a principl~ in his 
-mvn business. I notice that the Department 
-of HaiJ-,, a;> CX!Jcnded £141,061 more than it 
was estinmted the depa-rtment would spend 
during the year. But it rnust be remern­
bered that this department used it to meet 
public re~Iniretnents-·--to provide more trains 
.UlS the traffic increased, so expenditure in 
,anv year rna~ u~Pfullv increase beyond 
vvllat, b L-x:,r·ct•-d. It~ is good Inarlage­
ll_lcllt to :·xul'~Hl i~ in Inoney-earning addi­
tions, a11d no bll::Hlll'::'l~ Inan would lock up 
that r YL'llUt• '' hC"n it vvas needed to provide 
<>xtra train, and additional station and traffic 
accommodation. In the same way I notice 
that the Treasury Department 'expended 
£33.301 mor' than was anticipatcu in the 
<'ctillw~ce~ and_ that that sum was largely 
"i"'nt m makmg the Government Printing 
O,ffic.e more up to date, putting in more 
muc111nes m order that they might be able 
b< tter to cope with the increasino- business. 
Again, I notice that m this exJ~osition of 
financial misdce~s entered upon by members 
.oppo>Ite, there IS the astounding statement 
that no money belonging to tho Savings 
Bank has been used to a&'list the Ao-ricul­
turul Bank. or in the erection of w;rkers' 
dwPlling-s. \Vhen the hon. member for 
:Maranoa said that he must have known that 
the statetnent was directly contrarv to fact 
and possibly he hoped that it w~uld pas~ 
without correction. "What are the fiO'ures in 
connection with this matter? Acc01';'ding to 
th<' crPdit balances in the Auditor-General's 
report. page 11. the Government Savings 
Bank fundB of £9.401,875 have placed against 
them £2.412.c97 as a debit balance on ac­
count of the general trust funds. We can 
trace that debit balance, and ascertain that 
Inou(ly wn" used di:-0etly for assisting the 
Agricultural Bank, and for similar purposes_ 
I have !Jere the Treasurer's tuble··, and I 
flllu by Table I. page 29. that only £91,027 
was JHiid to the public balances in the 
QC~c't'nsland :"i"ational Bank. But we find in 
trust aceounts, page 14, Table D. the ad­
vanc<'s to settlers fund benefited to the extent 
of :S629 during the year, and the Agricul­
tural p. mk funrl benefit<>d to the Bxtent of 
£256.783 altog·pther. The amounts used for 
tlH• aJ,·ancPs- to settlers fund, Ag-ricultural 
Bank fund. agriculture and stock special 
;tanding fund. brands fund, meat fund. 
public est<~tc fund. sug-ar fund. closer settl<'­
llH'nt. ~nd "0 on. totalling during the :':ear 
£1.,~22.709. -all from trust account. Yet hon. 
gPnt lt'·:10n Oilposite saicl that nothing of the 
kind ··~s dow'. I think vou can take that 
as u fnir ,;amplP of th0 criticism of the 
Fi11ancial Sraten1ent from the other side. 
Th.' lead<'r oF the Opnosition dirt not criticise 
the StatemPnt at all. He began t.o talk 
about th,, Commonwc>alth Bank and other 
things quite foreig-n to it. The hon. member 
for Marano'l is the only member opposite 
who dealt with the Financial Statement. 
That is r, nt of his c:ritici·.m which I 
have j1Ht refnrocl to, and it shows that it 
is uttPrl~: untrustworthy. I find that, as 
usual. i" uilwny building Queensland occu­
pies tlH· prPmi<'f position in Australia. There 
were 189 mi!cs of railway built during the 

financial year, and since tho 1st of July a 
further 56 miles have been opened. It shows 
that the loan money borrowed by this State 
has been well handled and well managed 
when we find tilat the interest charged repre­
sents only little more than 5 per cent. of the 
gencr.al revenue. A few years ago tho 
interest charged amounted to considerably 
on'r 20 per cent. To show the expansion 
that has taken place in our trade and pro­
duction during the last five years of Liberal 
administration, we find, on page 17 of the 
Trcusun•r's Statement, that outward ship­
ping has increaBed by 619,000 tons. We find 
al,o that land spttlernent during that time 
ha.a increased. by 50 per cent. Last year no 
less than 11,151.000 aeres were taken up for 
sett!Pment. All this hao been done during 
the regime of the Liberal Administration. 
'Those two items-land settlement. and in­
crease of outward shipping-are sufficient to 
show the ach·anc<' that has been made. Com­
ing now 'to loan matters, I think that in a 
State such as this-in fact, in all Australian 
State:;;-it is necessary to haYe a loan policy 
for the construction of railways an<cl doing 
d<>l"elopment 'COrk. I think I am right in 
saying that in Qu<'ensland we stand in a 
position unequalled by any State in Aus­
tralia. lYe were the onlv State in Australia 
to commem·c the vear ,.:ith a credit balance 
of oYer £3.000,000 in the loan fund. It is 
just as well to emphasise that in order to 
show tlw good position which Queemland 
occupies in compa1·ison with the other States. 
It is perfectly fair to mention what other 
States ha YC done in connection with loan 
matters in ocder to emphasise the position 
in which Queensland stands to-day. Durmg 
the last three years \Vestern Australia, under 
socialistic control. increased its indebtedness 
b~ £10,000.000, and during that period we 
onh· incrt'ased our indebtedness by £5,000,000, 
while our interest charge per head is a great 
deal less than that of Western Australia. In 
::\ow South Wales they state that they had a 
surplus last year, but how was it brought 
about 9 During the year additional taxation 
was put on to the <>xtent of £1.813,000: 
without it there would have been a deficit. 
Some of it was additional income tax, and 
the rest stamp duties. I might point out in 
reg-ard to stamp duty that the ad-dition:tl 
taxcttion will fall on the consumer-will 
be passprt on by the business peoplP. In fact. 
it will fall on the small man more or less as 
thPv will all ha>·P to pay their share. Western 
Australia is in much the same position. 
That i' how they bring about their surplus 
in a socialistic-governed State. Thev put on 
fresh taxation. In the Statement which we 
have before us a surplus is agam anticipated, 
lmt tlwre is nothing mentionerl in the shape 
of additional tnxation. Queenslanrl has a 
~ul·p]u-; year after year, and although 've are 
spending larf(e "mns of money, it is all_done 
without additional taxation. Then. ag-am. to 
f.how tlw ""cellent position WB stand in in 
Queensl·anrl f find from thE' tables publishe-d 
bv tlw Gov0rnnwnt Statistician that livirig 
e~pPnses and house rent costing 19s. 6d in 
Queensland. co.sts £1 2s. 5d. in Perth. and 
£1 3s. 6d. in Sydney, while the g-eneral aver­
ag-e throug-hont the Connnon"·ealth is £1 Is. 
llrl.. ~o that the worker in Quet'mlana is 
2s. 6rl. !Jetter off in eYery £1 than the worke'" 
in Perth anrl 3s. 6d. better off than the 
"·orkcr in S:vdney. Thesf' figu,·es are tuken 
from "Knibbs," and the same authority 
states that. so far as the effective wage is 

.~fr. Swayne.~ 
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concerned. Queensland etands highest in the 
list. That is the satisfactory result that 
accrues through having a Liberal Admmls­
tration at the head of affairs. It goes with­
out saying that the position of the farmer 
particularly appeals to me, because I am 
a fa1:mer myself. One of the first things that 
we need to look at is railway construction, 
because one of the farmer's first require­
ments is the facilities for getting his produce 
to market. While we opened 190 miles of 
new railways last financial year, New South 
\V a!~~ only opened 37 miles and \V estern 
Australia 113 miles-150 miles altogether 
against our 190. We find that the total 
amount spent in connection with the Agricul­
tural Bank, \Yorkers' Dwelling' Board, charges 
under the closer settlement fund. co-operative 
production at central sugar-mills, and so on, 
amount0d to £4,147,000 altogether. That is a 
very considerable amount to spend on these 
Jifferent ndertakings, and mr ans cheap money 
for the producer. They all tPnd towards 
the development of the country and all are 
reproductive. I notice that there WPre 
owr 2,000,000 tons of canr• produced last 
year. I will shov. how that production 
has been for the benefit of the whole com­
munity. I think I am well within the mark 
when I say that the production of 1 ton of 
cane repr~scnts the expenditure of 18s. in 
wages. In that case, over £1.800,000 has 
been spent on labour in producing the 2,000.000 
tons of cane that the Treasurer speaks of 
in his report. Recent happenings have 
openc·d tho farmers' eyes in regard to one 
prominent plank in the Labour party's plat­
form-that is, the regulation of prices. I 
notice in a little pamphlet, published in the 
name of Mr. Fisher during the last Federal 
campaign, he said that the first matter to 
be attended to was the reg•IIation of pricPs. 
I do not think, after what has happened 
lately, that it will be of any use for a 
candidate to go into farming 'districts and 
talk about legislative regulation of prices. 
I also noticed that when the Premier spoke 
about the board increasing the undulv low 
price of sugar now prevailing, it immediatelv 
Qalled forth interjections from the othe'r 
side, who accused us of desiring tD increase 
the price of primary products. What do 
hen. members want? Do they rBally intend 
the sugar-grower to work without anv profit 
to himself? I mention this to show 'what i;; 
likely to happen to the primary producers 
through the. regulation of nriccs. At the 
time the Prices Board had decided that the 
wholesale price of refined sugar should be 
£20 15s. per ton. I find that such a price 
would be equal to £14 14s. ner ton for raw 
sugar, and after deducting the cost of manu­
facture. as di,closed bv the Auditor-General's 
report. all that was ieft to the grower was 
£1 3s. 3d. per ton for his cane. It is 
gerwralb· aec0pted by those. engaged in the 
sugar industry that you cannot profitablv 
produce eanA for less than £1 5s. per ton": 
some sa~- froyn £1 5s. to £1 lOs. a ton: but, 
at an~- rate. 1t C'annot bP produced profitablv 
at less than £1 5c•. a ton. Therefore. the 
price fixed for refinpd snge. r b,- the Prices 
Board kaYes nothing for the producer. ami 
:-·et . hen. members . opposite are getting 
BllXIDus bE,rJ.n~P an Increase in that nric}1 
is. n_wntioned. Further. tho abo,-e cost of 
nullmg was abnormally low. £5 is the lowest 
'Y~' ran l1opP for in th0 futurP, 0qnivalent 
to £1 1~. llf'1' ton f01· cane at the eorrc­
Qnonrlin~Y nrir0 for rPfinPd snanr faYourcd bv 
the Opposition. Again, I find that in Ne\v 

:.lfr. Su·r,ynr. 

Routh \Vales the price of wheat has been 
fixed at 4s. 2d. per bushel. According to 
the report of the Agricultural Department 
in Xew South \Vales, wheat can be grown 
profitably at 3s. 9d. per bushel, but it did 
not allow for interest; but the latest figures 
available by a practical man, and taking 
the average crop at 12 bushels an acre, show 
that the lowest price at which wheat can be 
produced at a profit is 4s. 6d. per bushel. 
"Cnder such circumstances as that, I do not 
think the legislative fixing of prices is likely 
to appeal to the farmers. Referring again to 
the cost of manufacturing sugar, I would like 
to point out that the Labour party advocate 
the establishment of State refineries, and 
some seem to think that in that lies the 
solution of the difficulty as regards the sugar 
industry. In this connection, I would point 
out that the ~\uditor-General's report-taking 
two mills where conditions an· favourable for 
comparison-shows that in tlw mill run by the 
farmers on co-opcratin' lines the cost of 
manufacture was ls. 6d. per ton of cane less 
than in the other mill under State control ; 
the mills under tlwir own control could, 
out of lesser working costs, pay the farmt>rs 
ls. 3d. a ton more for their cane than what 
1\·as paid bv the mills under Gon•ru­
m.Pnt controL' \Yith thoso fignrrs in vie\v. 
T clo not think von arC' likclv to \vin 
the support of the farmers to any· suggestion 
of a State refinerv. Again, in comparing the 
polic;~· of the tw.; parties from the farmer'" 

oint of vi0w, I find that ?\e\v South \Vales 
is ,·orth referring to. Tho New South Wale~ 
Government have gone in for the expendi­
ture of loan money on a large scale in estab­
lishing factories. and so on, and it is rathe1· 
interesting to take the results of such enter­
prises, as. perhaps, they contain a lPsson to 
us, so I make no apology in putting the 
matter before the Committee. I find that 
the New South \Vales Government have ex­
pended more than £7.000,000 of loan money 
in industrial enterprises, such as the Dacey 
Garden suburb, State brickworks. State lime 
works. StoJ-0 stone quarry. State· clothing 
factorc·, State buildings, State bakery, and 
so on. And then there are State tramlines. 
Some of these enterprises show a profit .and 
some show a loss, but taking them altogether 
the total loss on all these undertakings is 
£48.000 a year. That may not be a very 
large loss on an expenditure of over 
£7,000,000. but that money could have been 
far better spent in building railways to 
country districts, instead of spending it on 
enterprises which are likelv to further add 
to the already conge3ted population in th(; 
cities. Again, take the shipping enterprises 
of the \Vestern Australian Government, the 
State sawmills and State imnlcmcnt work. 
and sec what happened. Tl1~: last figures 
that have been supplied show a loss in con­
nection with all those enterprises. T cannot 
see any good for the countr;~· in the expen­
ditur<' of loan monev in those rl :re~tions. 
Far bett0r usc it in 'primary development. 
l noticd, the oth0r day. a paragraph in the 
papers stating that an attempt has hcen made 
in connection with our printing works, to 
bring .ahout "compulsory prefPrPnce to 
anionists "-the plank of the socialistic p]at­
form. It is needless for me to sav to- the 

Trr.1mrpr that I trust· nothing 
r7 p.m.] will he don(' il: that direction. 

So far ns I ('ou]d gpt at. thP InPan­
ing· of it. it was " dPputation from the Tvpo­
grnphieal Societ~- to l\Ir_ Fi,her. and rhey re­
ffTred to the Ia rge amount of printing that 
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"as dotH' in the Sta,te Priming Offices. So I 
took it that they were urging that some steps 
Bhould be taken for that purpose, and in­
fluence in that direction would be brought 
to bear. Let me say that I do not think 
there is the slightest probability of the suc­
cess of their efforts as long as we have the 
present 1'reasurer or any othe~ Liberal Trea­
surer in office. At the same time I think 
it is a most unjust thing to give preference 
to unionists, especially in Government work. 
It is most unjust to demand that the taxes 
that are contributed by all the community 
should be expended for the benefit of one 
section only, for that is what compulsory 
preference on the part of the Government a5 
an employer means. \Vhy one ,ection of the 
community should claim that everythin;; in 
the shape of expenditu~e of monev gained 
through taxation should be allotted. to them 
I certainly fail to see. \Ve know very well 
that it has been before the Federal Parlia­
ment foe so1ne tinte r.ow, and whenever the 
ROciali't party havo held office they have 
brought the principle into effect. Is it a fair 
or just thing that it should be claimed that 
a man's .ability to earn a living, his freedom 
to take employment, should depend on his 
subscribing to some particular set of poli­
tical doctrines, quite apart from his fitness 
for employment or otherwise? Trade unions 
in the first instance were formed legitimately, 
most praiseworthily. for the protection of the 
different employees in the val:ious trades, 
htt the,· have hPen simp]~· tnnwd into poli­
tical machines. 

::lfr. KTHWAN: On the ad vic<• of ycur jnrty, 
;1fter tlw n1aritin1e strike. 

:\Ir. S\VA YNE: I do not care "hose ad­
vice it was; it was wrong. \Y c find that as 
far back as 1902 n.:gistration -wa:-:; refnspd to 

union in Sydn0:_v bC'raw;:.e it sought to inl­
pose conditions on its, memhc". compelling­
them to ,,ubsr,ribe to certain newspapers and 
towards the wqwnst\"l of c0rtain eandidat<>s 
t0 \Yhose views they might be diametrically 
oppoS<·<l. The socialists !tan· legislated to 
h'gali~f' such rcgit'ltrations now. (\nujng down 
to rh"Cnt oc<·turencc··, I find that in 1913 three 
l'Jentb<•:" of the Federated House and Ship 
Paintcr.;; and D0rorators' Assoriation were 
suN! for not rnying kvies in furtherance of 
',•rtain political m".spapprs. And all tho 
wav h ~twec·n thos0 two incidPnts von can 
1ind :;;irnilar cn:;es. Is it fair to sa~ to anv 
man ... B(•for(~ you arc allowr~d to ellrn you'r 
IiYing vou nn1::-, f'ubscribl' to certain ncwR­
p::.pei·s · and parlia1nentary <_ :"ndidatPs. no 
nutter wlwthe;· you bcli0\:C in their objeds 
Of not''' I do not think that anvbodv < ,m 
(Otlt"tHl it js a fair thing. _\g-ain.v onh~ dur­
lrJL! this month WI' find that in Svdnc\T mon 
,,,~"" '!H'd for lcvi('S. T!tPv 'tate'd th0ir in­
;; hilitY to pa:-·. but thP!' \VC;'e <·onv'cted, with 
<~ Jtcnnlty of irnpri~onmont. It is corning 
tf' a nirc pa::-',, in what is called a ±rPc countrv 
'hen mPn arc not to be a.llowcd to rar;1 

tlu 'r living unlbs they subj0ct themsclvPs 
to ··-lrh tyranny as that. 

:\lr. RYAN: They must have !wen pros<'­
(lltPrl in pursnan<'e of an agrc;-nH'nt th0y 
ruadc. 

:\1r. SWAYNE: The last case 'Yhich I have 
quoted. "O far a' I know, was in connection 
\\ ith tho ordinary levi0s. but the ca·"e I 
quoted before ar~tsL' because thev did not 
~ubsrribe to certain newspap~rs, ~and it is 
tyrannica' to compel them to Pnter into ellch 

<tgreernents as the price cf obtaining em­
ployment. And mv point is that it is most 
unfair and unjust to say to men that, unless 
thev subscribe to certain newspapers or 
candidate>; in whose political obje<'tive they 
do not believe. tlwv shall not earn their liv­
ing-that they shall >-tarve. No matter what 
!',ood has been dotH' by thrse bodies in the 
T;Vst, nothing can ju·,tify conduct of that 
l:ind. I can speak with some feeling, be­
C'a u:-;e I ha vc been sC'cretarv of a fanners' 
organi,ation and han· somct1mes felt that it 
was vc'rv hard that men who had not eon­
tt ibutPd- to our expenses should ,,hare in the 
,,dvantagos we gained, but I should be very 
sorrv to sav that the others were not to be 
allo;,,ed to. live unl<''" they joined. And 
when vou take a politica.l objective. and say, 
" Yon' must belong to this politiea~ organisa­
tion or not work," I think it is still n1ore 
Pnjust. \Ve know very well that registration 
was rPfus.c~d to the .Australian 'YorkPr~} As­
sociation lweause it had amongst its objec­
''n's tho nation disation of all means of pro­
(~ttction, Pxchant e, anrl cli.;;tribution. 

Mr. THEODORE: Dol's that association c"cist 
in Qnpemland ·: 

:\Ir. S\YAY::\E: The han. member knows 
Low often he has contended that the member­
shin of that a'"oeiation ehould be made 
crni1pnbory on all workers-that thc0' should 
bP compr'lled to join an a ... ~oriation -which 
nitn"i at the nationali"ation of all nwans of 
: ·l odtH bon, distribution, and t•xehangc; In 

ntlH'l' words, tlw abolition uf everything in 
the way of private o'Vll('r~hip. Can any­
body justify a Jn<•;:J-..ure of thr t kind ·r l atn 
glad that this matter has c-ome up, a.nd al­
though nw1nbt·r~ nw~v a-sk what it haR to 
de. \Yith the Financial StatPnwnt, it has 
l'PL'll brought up :~~Ycral tinu•s beforP and 
has bePn rnentioned dnring thi~ dcbah•. Xnw. 
bdorc I fiaich I chonlcl likP ~o rdur to a 
matt<'r to which I have dra .• ~·n attention on 
'"'era! occa,;ions. I thin'' " ge1wrally do 
during this debate reier to the Yf'l'V nalTO\V 

JJ,arg-in that esi:,ts in _.-:\u~tralia bet'heen the 
' xports and t.hc imports. Taking th'' last 
Cotmnonwcalth "Year Book," Ko. 7, I find 
1 hat the n1argiu i~ gctcing nalTO\Ycr. Tha.t 
huok gi VP·i tlw pxports a,; worth £79,000,000 
m round figures, and the imports as 
worth £78,000,000; the cliffert•nco between 
the two is Ices than £1.000.000-£927,049 
for the \vholc vear. I have a]wa,ys 
(·ontondNl that th;,t is the sort of thing 
that mu·.t bring about disa··,ter, because 
,,,,, are not selling enough to pay our 
\Yay; we a.re producing sc~1rcel~~ tJUfficient 
to pay for what we buy, and I think we 
are spending, in addition, something like 
£15 000 OuO out of tho countr'.· p\·cry vear to 
Jn.ty' }nt~•re~t 011 thP IIlOll('Y we haY{' ~borrovn~d 
for public works and private dn"olopment. 
It is alarming that the position is getting 
worq, in this resJPLl. At the same time it 
was rather amusing that. during this debate, 
hon. members on tho other side have blamed 
this Government because they are not doing 
more in that direction. But we arc a bright 
and shining example to the rest of the Com­
mon wealth. vVhereas there is on!:-, a margin 
of less than £1,000,000 for the whole of the 
Commonwealth, in Queensland there is a 
difference of nearly £6,00UAJOO. The last 
"A.B.C." j ... Jued bv Mr. \Veedon, the GoY· 
ernment Statisticia,;, shows that our exports 
are \Yorth £12.000,000 in round figures and our 
imports £6,000,000, the cliff( renee between 

J1fr. S1cayne.] 
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them being £5,637,000. In other words, while 
the whc,le Commonwealth, with a total trade 
of nearly £80,000,000 is not selling £1,000,000 
more than it buys, Queensland alone is selling 
nearly £6,000,000 more than it buys. I can­
root see that it is fair to solely blame the State 
Governments, seeing that protective Juties 
have a very large influence upon the matter, 
and that they do not lie in our hands. At 
the same time, if anything is being done by 
any Govertmwnt in Australia in this most 
important direction, it is being done by the 
(~ueensland Government. \Ve have every rea­
son to congratulate oursrlYPs upon our posi­
tion in this matter. In war time we all know 
that foodstuffs are of the utmost consequence. 
\Ye also know that the exigencies of the posi­
tion require a certain extra amount of paper 
money to be put into circulation, and that 
the gold backing will be smaller in compari­
son. I do not think anv backing is an ell:icic•nt 
"ubstitute for gold, but food products, such 
as whc·at. make a very geed sub••titute for 
gold, as they are so rL,adily convertible into 
morH·v. In the c•arlv davs of the Linitcd 
Stat<'~. when they cL·alt 'largel0- in paper 
r<Jonc•v, we know that ·what was called thl' 
" grPenback" dPlerioratPd in value to a 
serious extent, but we also know that docu­
ments which represented agricultural pro­
ducts~tobacco, for instarwe~retained their 
face ya[ue, because they had a backing that 
could be turned into money at any moment. 
In YiP\Y of the present position, it is essen­
tial!,- desi1;able that we should have a backing 
of that kind if we cannot have one of gold; 
and Queensland, under her Liberal adminis­
tration, is doing morP to mPet the bill in 
that case thai1 any othPr Stat.C' in Australia. 
The hon. member for HNbert complained 
that we had no proper sinking fund. In 
Yarious ways Queensland has what is equiva­
lent to a sin king fund. at any rate, to the ex­
t 'llt cf abcut £1.300,000. But when our sur­
pluses are put to such t.ses as the construction 
of railwavs, the need for a sinking fund to 
a great 'extent vanishes. The work done 
\\·ith the money increases in value ever~· year. 
A railway built into a district containing only 
10,000 people is worth twice as much when 
therp are 20,000 inhabitants in the district, anrl 
that is the sort of thing that is coming about 
in (~ueensland. To put money into a sinking 
fund unci leave it there would be simply 
lockii1g up money that we can vcrv well spend 
in rPproductive works. The hon. membpr 
for H0rbcrt computPd that something like 
£270.000 per annum \Yould be rpquired for 
the purpose he had in vie\Y. That amounts 
to nt!arly lOs. prr head on eycry inhabitmct 
in QueenBland, and I do not sec why we should 
sacrifice such an amount for the purpose that 
was suil'gested. In Western Australia they haw 
a sinkmg fund, but. as I havC' said bnforc 
whPn dealing with this question, the money they 
han' put away into their sinking fund would 
builrl hundreds of miles of railway. Th..,~· 
\I'Ould bre in a much bE-tter financial position 
in that State if thcv d<'voted the monev to 
building railways or 'other development work. 
A policy of that kind is not likdy to be for 
the hcndlt of the countn-. It has bet'n said 
on the other side, in a v~ry flippant and off­
ha_nd manner. that our rmlways are shockingl,­
nnsmanaged; but I have not heard anvthing­
advanced in proof of that statement. I 'notice 
that Mr. Kidman, who is one of the largest 
owners of cattle in the world, and who speaks 
with a \Yorld-wide lmow!Pdge of thP subjPct, 
spoke of the QuE'f'nsland railways as be:ng 
some of the best manarred raih,avs for the 
transport of cattle that 'he knew o.f : and all 

[Jf I'. ": 11'(1,1/11-1'. 

round I think that the Traffic Department is 
cksen mg of evcr:y praise. One charge that 
has been hurled across the Chamber is that 
the department is not providing railway 
sidings in tlw sugar districts. Now, I repre­
oent one of the [argPSt sugar districts in the 
State, and I am pleased to say that we have 
be0n very well served in the matter of rail­
way sid{ngs recently. So far as I know, 
in • Pverv case that has come within my 
cognisancr•, where ~ . good case could ~e 
made out for a srdmg we have got 1t. 
That charge thc•rcforP, falls to the ground, 
him many others from the sam<' source. 
Coming back to the quc>stion of exports and 
imparL--than which no more important _ques­
tion could bP discussed at the present trmp~ 
it has bePn urged that this class and that 
elass of thP cornrmmit:-' should do more--that 
thP farnwr should do more, and that the 
mercLtntilP rnan ~;hould do 1norc. and so on. 
Bnt 1 think it is the dutv of all of us to bring 
r•.hout a better state o( thiPgs regarding th<• 
produrtiYPn<•ss of th~ country; and on ~.his 
subject I shall read an extract from an artJCle 
whi.ch appear·cd in the S:-·dne:-· "Bulletin''~ 

" Her<' or hereabouts the qm"'tion of 
thP sPvPn months' tradP rE'turns comes 
in. From 1st .January to 31st July the 
six federated States importt'd goods to 
thP valuP of £47.106,210, and exported 
goods to tlw value of £43,087,839. In 
other words, they failed, by a trifle of 
£4.018.371. to pay for the goods which 
they imported, and they did this in order 
t-hat thPy might lead the comparatively 
luxurious lifP of short hours, high wages, 
good food. and abundance nf holidays­
and football. As for the seven months' 
interest~roughly estimated, in view of 
all the rec.•nt borrowings, at £9,500,0:)0~ 
upon old debts, not one copper of it was 
liquidated out of the country's own re­
sour::eo. To thP extent of about 
£13.500,000~or nearly £2,000,000 per 
month~.\ustra lia's alleged prosperity 
this vear has depended on the acquisition 
of n~w loans and on the country's luck 
in ·the rc>newal of old loans. If a serious 
dif!icultv arises~and it is hard to see 
how it ~an avoid arising. unless the war, 
by some amazing accident, collapses next 
week-the bottom must fall out of our 
shocking and optin1istic finance." 

That extract from the "Bulletin" is very 
a propos to the question that I have been dis­
cussing with regard to exports and imports. 
On the que·,tion of compulsory preference, it 
has been urged that a great deal of good 
has bcc•n clorw In- thl' unions in the past, and I 
am not gainsayii1g that for one moment, but I 
would like to point out that the poli·Jy uf 
thPse who control the unions has I:Jeen to 
largely counterbalance the good they have 
clone. In ecmwction with the strike we lJ·Jd 
hvo or thre0 year-· ago in the tramways, the 
final phase of whi ·h has onlv just been dealt 
with bv the Ct•mmonwe~lth Arbitration 
Court. 'l: rtmPmber thnt in Februarv that 
•:par the coal trade fell off to +,he ti.rne of 
·£20,000; as compared with the correspond­
ing- month of thP previous year there was 
£20.000 lost to the workers of Queenoland. 
HPrP, again, I have a paragraph which rc­
eently appearpd in on11 of the Southern 
papers, and which is taken from the figures 
wpplied by ::\Ir. Knibbs. I am just point-
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jng out r.l,at. although a great deal has been 
said about thP good which has been brought 
about b,v indu~trial bodiee. a good deal can 
be said atJOut the harm which may be laid 
at their cL ·•H'. The extract reads-

" Dowx TooLs ! 
.. ~c>SI OF .\l'STRALIAX IXDl'STRIAL 

DISPeTES. 

·· }Idbournc, Friday.-The Labour · 
"Bulletin' for the second quarter of 1914, 
issued under the authoritv of Mr. Archi­
bald b,v the Commonwealth Statistician, 
statn th:1t the number of industrial dis­
putes beginning during the second quar­
ter of the yc.n· "as eighty-three, involv­
ing· directly and indirectly a total of 
16.859 person,, N e" and old disputes 
dunng tlw qus,rter together accounted 
for an esti1nated lot:.:CJ in wages of 
£156.415. The number of disputes which 
oc,·uned during the first quarter of the 
year was thirt<>en. The loss in working 
days ''mounted to 260,151, and tho loss in 
wages to £130.392." 

While th•.• unions may have done good in 
the pest. they have most certainly taken 
:mnH•y cut ol the· pockets of the \\'CJrker.. 
" :: .lt !y thn ..1gh unnecessary strikes. Whilst 
adtuitting thPy h'lve done good in thP 
vast. I ,;hould like to point out that in these 
days of industrial tribunals, which are eotab­
lishecl to deal with all d1sputes that may 
arise behn•en employer and employees, that. 
to a considerabl0 exten~, the purpose for 
whi~h ~hese large, expensive, and costly or­
gamsatwns were established no longer exists. 
If you < Ml get a tribunal to de::tl with dis­
putes, th0 oec asian for large monetary con­
tributions for the purpose of industrial or­
ganisation on the part of the employees to 
a great extE-nt disappears, as their claims can 
be dealt with by the courts. I have spoken 
C'f the good tnanagt>'lH~nt, and t30 on. in con~ 
nection with our State railways. But I 
han' often urged that it would be in the 
interests of the settlers. who have to find the 
greater part of the nionev and make good 
the deficiencies. if the system of contract 
work in construction was given a fair trial 
us ag·ainst da;. work. 

:Mr. H.uiiLTOX: That was shown years ago. 

2\Ir. S \VA Y:\'E : Yes, I know all about 
what has happened in the past but I think 
the time has now arrived for ~nother trial. 
I do not see what hon. members who pose 
as the advocates of dav work have to be 
alarmed at in the request for a fair trial. 
Some occurrences which have come under my 
notice during the last few months have 
strcngth,,n,•d my opinion in this respect. In 
connection with th!' incident to which I am 
goiug to allud'' there is a different engineer 
in charge now. The engineer who was in 
charge at the time this incident occurred is 
not there !lOW. and what I have to say is 
not with any idea of reflecting upon those 
who are in charge at present. This is tho 
sort of thing which sometimes happens under 
the day·\\ ork system, and which I do not 
thi:>k will. happ~n under the contract system. 
Th1s particular mstance was the construction 
of a bridge aC"ross a creek on the North 
Coast line. The bridge was started during 
the dry s<::.'tson, and. if the work had been 
pushed on at the right time there was ample 
opportunity to have got the most important 
part of the concrete piers that would be 
affected by flood waters built when there 
was sc '' rcely any water running. Further, 

thPre was a large suga.r-mill working a few 
hundred ~ ards up the creek, whwh was 
willing to supply a 1,500 c-1ndle-power elec­
tric light for the use of those who were 
working. and it was also absorbing at the 
time a good deal of the water for its own 
requirements. If a contractor had had the 
building of that bridge, I think he would 
have, put on three shifts of men and pushed 
the work on to a completion while the con­
ditions were so propitious. It was admitted 
that the work was urgent, because two shifts 
were put on for a short time; but three 
shifb should have been put on for all 
th<• tiaw, o that the work could have 
been comvleted while there was a Yery 
small flow of >Yater to cope with, and 
it could have been done at a smaller 
cost. The opportunity was not availed of. 
howeYer, and the wet season came on. It is 
only quite recently that the work has been 
completed, and delay has been caused on the 
whole section. It is such occurrences as that 
which strengthens me in the opinion that, in 
the intGcsts of the general public, and more 
particularly that section which has to stand 
the liabilitv in connection with these loans, 
a fair trial should be made of the system 
of contract work as compared with day work. 

~Ir. FOLEY : That has 11lready been proved 
Mr. SWAYNE: It has not been proved, 

and it is now about time that another trial 
wa·c given. The Financial Statement is, I 
think, one that discloses a very good state of 
affairs as far as Queensland is concerned, 
and one which is calculated to give the 
people of Queensland every confidence in the 
Government which has contributed towards 
the satisfactory state of affairs which exist, 
and I feel sure that, when the opportunity 
arises, tne people will repeat the confidence 
which they have reposed in this party in the 
past. 

Mr. FIHELLY (Paddington): It is rather 
amusing t<J hear member after member on 
the other side stating that nothing has been 
offered in genuine criticism of the Govern­
mont financial proposals. I fancy the pt>ople 
of Queensland gave a definite decision on 
5th September last, and are prepared to give 
a definite decision on it again. The people 
of AustJ:alia gave a decision on 5th Septem­
ber, and very shortly, I think, they will give 
another decision quite as emphatic and push 
out the present Tory Government. The 
:Minister for Lands has treated us thir 
afternoon to an explanation of what Libera' 
ism means. He went to some tnuble to teh 
us how it was formed, in what shape it was 
conceived, and how it grew to manhood. 
I prefer to take the word oi the Minister 
for Public Instruction on this particular 
mattE'!'. He has given a definition of 
Liberalism, and he has also described the 
present party with whom he is associated. 
On referring to " Hansard" for 1909, page 
154, it will be seen that the· hon. gentleman 
spoke as follows:-

" Mr. BLAIR: The old party led by the 
senior member for Townsville has at 
various times in its career adopted 
yarious devices in order to recanture the 
favour that it has lost. It has mas­
queraded under the name of 'Liberal,' 
but the disguise has beAn ceen through. 

"Hon. R. Philp: You were very glad 
to come to them to get a billet. 

"Mr. BLAIR: I did not go to you. 
You know yourself what I refer to, and 
you know exactly tb.e rea>on of it. 

.o/Jr. Filu,lly.] 
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" Hon. R. Pl:lilp : You were glad to 
get a job. 

" :Ylr. BLAIR: I will allude to that mat. 
ter in a moment if the han. member per­
sists in his interj eotions. The han. mem­
ber's party masqueraded for many years 
as Liberals, but th« disguise was too 
thin and it was seen through. Then th(l 
party tried to become known as the 
' People's Progressives,' and they en­
deavoured to form progressive leagues in 
various centres in Queensland, and their 
efforts are proving dismally .abortive. 
(Hear, hear!) 

" Han. R. Philp : Quite wrong again. 
" 1\lh:. BLUR : They are proving dis­

mally abortive, and no wonder because 
it is hard to cover wolfbh appearances 
with sheep's clcthing." 

l prefer to take the description of the :Minis­
ter for Public Instruction, and I am sure 
that the people of Queensland will prefer to 
do so. This Government, since it was re­
tur::lCd to yo we:· in 1912, has simply aimed 
at mt;rfermg wrth the liberties of the people. 
The frrst measure was the !ndustrial Peace 
Bill. to < utaii the• power of and inflict hard­
ship on tho unions. That was not satis­
factory; and at the· Federal elections in 1913 
the Queensland people gathered around the 
Labour banner, after an Elections Act had 
been _introduce~ to f~rther tamper with the 
exerCise_ of thou- votmg rights. That was 
unayarlmg, because this year the people have 
al "o pronounced themselves in fa \"onr of 
Labour; an~d n~ore tam12ering in the shape 
of another ElectJOns Brll rs forecasted. 

:\Ir. FoRSYTH: How do you know? 

:Ylt-. FIIIELLY: From the words of the 
Premier, who announced that he had an 
ElPctions Act Amrmdment Bill to introduce 
this '"''ion. Tlw ""~n. mt•mber for Murrum-

La is t:'lP onlv l1l<'rnber ·"dlo 
[7.30 p.m.] kl101>s eVc•rythi,}g·; he imagines 

th tt he is thf' 0110 financial ex­
p Tt in thf' world, but in that he is altogoth;>I' 
nnt>takP!l; PYeryhod,\ laup;hs at hint and 
tak<>s hun as a joke. 

:\lr. FOR~YTH: ::'\o. they don't. 

:Yh. FiliELLY: ::'lly hea:·t got's out in 
>",\'llljlathy to tlw .. Harwnd .. staff who haye 
to rc;HJrt his stuff. The hon. member un­
loaclt·d himself of his figuru". and I hope he 
will all<n; !lit' to unload Ill\ ·Plf of mv stuff 
without intern1ption. As I ~aid, the Govorn­
IHPnt ?-1'0 again going· to tarnper with the 
franrlnse. and I am _Mtisfied that the descrip­
tiOn of then· pfforts m this direction, as given 
by the pn>sent Secretary for Education, is 
p: demblP to tho clr•scription we have had 
from the Socretar~· for Public Lands. In 
"liansartl" of 1909, page 159. }1r. Blair, 
thP lllt:mbc·r for Ipswich. "-!Lid-

" Fancy a democratic policy emanating 
from •he rf'actronaries sitting hPhind the 
Prf'mir•r. tbe r(~lH'f'sentatiYP'i over there 
(:f <'Ornpanies. vr,:-;tnrl inter0sts, monopo-
1 Jf's: and 1noney--faacy a democratic 
pobcy from thhn ! 

'· ::\Ir. Dt>uha1n: Progre,, and dt"}VPiop­
mront. 

,. :\Ir. nr. \IH : ThL· hon. nwmbor is 0110 

of , ho mo;*" 1ibt•ra1 rncmhcrs in tho partv 
and one of t h0 mo-;t socialistic. and if h~ 
·,\ 'JS in his • ight place h(' won1c1 be on 
this sidP no·,·. \Yith even· monopolv 
:,chinrl thr•rn. and y<'t, forsooth, we ar~ 
told to expect a democratic policy. It 

[Jir. Fihrl1y. 

1s an insult to intelligence to labour the­
matter any fm·the I am rearinded by 
the han. member for South Brisbane thar. 
it was the Premier who described thrr 
party over there as ' conservatiye re­
actionari<·s '-the Premier· s own term. I 
hope they feel proud of that description." 

That is entirely different from the descrip­
tion g·iyen Ly the Secretary for Public Lands 
On the 5th September last we had the un­
seemly •pectacle of the Union Jack being 
used as a party symbol by the Liberals of 
Queensland. The dear old flag of Britain 
\\..ts trampled in the mire and in the sewer 
of party politics. Personally, I felt asham"d 
of the people opJ1osito as Quccnslanders. I 
krww that in their political methods thev 
would stojl at nothing, but to damage th;, 
idea:; of the young people groxing up by 
using the G n ion Jack for party political pur­
poses was a standing disgrace to all those 
<:onccrncd. I hope it ,,-ill neYcr happen 
again. The lH'opl·~ gavo a rr~J1y to such 
tactics. and refused to belio,·c that tJ;c party 
opposite were a:;:soeiat 'd in any forrn ·with 
tlw l~nion .Jack: thc0 regard,·d tl1c.n as mere 
pulitic d adYcnturns just out for tlw one 
purpo:>c of looking after their own interest' 
and the interests of tbt~ir -ro~u1nercial and 
t-·quatting t:·jends. I tbink nearly every rnenr­
Lc~r OllpositP \Yho has addrrss'""'d tht• Con1-
mitteo has spoken about his own private 
affairs, and of the axe he had to grind. The 
bon. Ineruber for Enoggera gav.p, us a 
biographical history~ a sort of story of 
'' From Log Cabin to White House, .. which 
'vas 111agnificeut but was not politics. Tlw 
hon. rnernlwr :::tands well \vith those asso­
{'iatc·d witb hinr ju husine~s, bnt fro1n his re­
Jnarks one would imagin(~ that he \Vas tho­
only m0mlwr on that sid0 of the House who 
had a chararter to lose. I <lisagrec with him 
on that point. lJC'cause I l,f'lieYo there' arc 
rother nwmboro on that side who had 
cha:·actt•r:>. Thc•n, we have tlw hon. member· 
for ::VJaryborough n•ntibting his little griev­
ance-; about raib,-ays. coalfields, and ports 
in his district. The hon. men1hcr was not 
{'OilC'Prnod about tlw people \Yho had to pa:T 
the tax:"s to nw0t the intercq on thf' Inone~,~ 
expende-d, lmt thought only of the interests 
-of cha1nber'' of conlnH.:.rcc, 1n0at companies, 
shipping combines. anrl land monopolists. 
Those• an• tho matters which conc••rn tiw 
hon. Y!lf'lnhcr as a legishtor of tl1 is StatP. 
\Ve haYc hc'lrd from hon. me·nbers opposite 
of the imposition of a leYy on unionists for 
a. dai1.v lll'"\YS1)aper. I an1 rr~Jlying no\v 
particularly to the hon. memht~r for :\Iira.ni, 
and I ".k him do0s he think of the imposi­
tion tl:Jt is placed on tho unionists or other· 
jndividua1s in QnC'cnsland who haYc to pay 
such cxo"hitcmt price•. for meat' The price 
of 1110at has ri;:;en 3d. per l11. cluring the 
last two or three vcars. and in Ollt' -, ntr that 
tax in Qtwensl~nrl alone amot;ntcd to 
£2.250.0u0. :Y1ultipl0• that by seycn. and you 
haYc th(' tax ·which t}w f.quatters. are inlp<JS­
ing on the> people of A nstnlia. That is what 
tlw squattPrs arf' doing for t]w proplP of 
Au"tralia, and then thP;.~ gin~ Fi f0w ~hi1Iings 
to the patriotic fund. 

:\fr. FoRSYTH: \Vhat haYe you o-iYen. 

:\fr. FIIIELL Y: I t,uaramne t 11at tela­
tivel_v I have [!:ivcn £1 for '"W":;· £100 the 
} on. gentl('man and his finn have given. 
Tlw squatt rs have• clonP V<'n \Wl! out of 
thP rountry. ThPy have <'Xploi't•·d th peopl" 
and got concP ,,ioih fn)ln the Gn.-(•r:lnlPnL 
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and they can afford to be g·enerous. They 
have thl' ube of our best lands for a song, 
and th<'y have got them under false pre­
tun('f;,. 

Mr. FoRSYTH: That is absolutely untrue. 

Mr. FIHELLY: It is not untrue. 
Mr. BOWMAN: What did he. give? 

:Ylr. FIHELLY: I did not see his name in 
the newspapers, but I suppose he gave a 
mite. 

::Ylr. FORSYTH : My mite is bigger than 
your:"'. 

Mr. FIHELL Y: I am quite prepared to 
give my mite, and I give of what I have 
e::rned. The Minister for Lands expressed 
h1mself as very pleased with the operations of 
the Agricultural Bank. .In Toowoomba 
there is a Liberal paper called '·The Too: 
woomba Chronicle." On 3td October that 
paper, speaking of the Agricultural Bank 
said- ' 

" The institution has been a failure 
and a disgrace to the State. Instead of 
fostering farming it has frustratc•d it." 

And that is the opinion of every person who 
has had any transactions with the Agricul­
tural Bank. It is a dismal failure. In 
\\'estern Australia, the Labvur Government, 
under :\Ill:. Scaddan, in three years advanced 
£1,500,000 to settl<:'rs, while in six years the 
Government of Queensland advanced only 
£632.000. I ask the bon. member for Cun­
ningham to mark and inwardly digest that 
fact. Now, the Minister for Lands mav un­
load his rhetoric also upon the Charnber, 
but he cannot interfere with facts. The facts 
a~e here. In connection with the \Yorkers' 
Dwellings Act we have his collc;..tgue, the 
Secretary for Public Instruction, saying that 
he regarded it as the greatest sham and fraud 
ever perpetrated upon the people of Queens­
land. I will not quote that now. I quoted 
it on the Address in Reply, and the' :Minister 
for Lands can see it there if he wi•,he, to. 
For the benefit of the hon. member for Cun­
ningham, I might point out that the Scad­
dan GO\-ernment spent £664.000 from loan for 
the further development of agriculture. They 
also spent £127,000 for the purchase of seed 
wheat and in buying stock, and a further 
£180.000 for tho conetruction of abattoirs. 
In addition, ~he Scaddan GoYornment gaye 
£150,000 for land suryeys, and £240.000 for 
the purchase of estate,, for irriP'atio:1 ',1ur­
posos. In addition to that-to c0';11e baci< to 
moat--\Ycstern Anstralia is tho onlv State 
in the Commonwealth where me'at has 
actually been reduced in price during the 
last three yt•ars. (:Hoar. hoar') lYe' may 
talk about gonorctlities. We may talk about 
surplmos and deficits, and about thP mag­
nificent seasons we hav0 had which have been 
for tho benefit of the State of Queen land. 
;}Iinietcrs may pay each other compliments­
although I am sorry to s<'e that the Trea­
surer, in his report. referred to the JI.Iinister 
for Lanrls in a patroniRing wav. \V£' ·nav 
pay complinwnts across the floor of th;, 
House. and pass legislation here, but the 
people outside want to know wh; it is that 
meat is so dear. They want to i<now eome­
thing· about flour also: Thev can deal with 
the grocer and draper themsPlves. but \vhat 
they want to know about is the cost of bread 
and meat. We have 5,000.000 cattle in 
Queensland and 20,000.000 sheep .. and we have 
only 600,roo people. Yet meat is sold at such 

an enormous price. There is something 
wrong there. If it is the old law of supply and 
demand, then let us wipe it out, and wipe it 
out for ever. The hon. member fm· J\,lur­
rumba smiles. Some method will have to be 
devised for giving the people chPaper meat. 
H is an outrag-e. If this is not done there will 
bo something approaching· an earthquake in 
this State. Th<' increase in the pnce of meat 
has been a tax upon the pooplC> during the 
la't thr0e voars to the extent of. approximately, 
£2,250,000. That is the amount which the 
increase in the price of meat amounts tc 
It is an outrage ! From the point of view ot 
the man getting Ss. or 9s. a day, it is an 
outrage. What sympathy have members op­
posite got for tho man getting Ss. or 9s. a day? 
What sympathy has the deputy hon. Trea­
surer got for that man 1 The hon. member 
will only snap his fingers at the man getting 
s,. a dav, or his wife, whose daily routine is 
,,,ashing, sewing, cleaning, and Gcrubbing. 
What does the hon. member think about the 
working man's wife, who probably works 
her fingers off every day? What does the 
hon. member care about these women, whose 
horizon is their back vard or their neighbour's 
hack yard? lion. members opposite talk 
about the Savings Bank statistics. What is 
the use of talking about the Sav:ng,.; B'ank 
statistics to the working man and his wife? 
The working man's wife never gets a holiday 
from one year's end to the ot]:,er, but has to 
keep working all the time. \Ve members of 
this House can afford to send our wives for 
a holiday every year, but there is no chan~e 
for a holidav for the workmg man or h1s 
wife. There' may be some satisfaction in 
knowing that tho hon. member for Murrumha 
has got a good deal of wealth, and that he 
has the maximum amount of mqney in the 
Savings Bank. There may be some satis­
faction in knowing that the L'reasurer is 
similarly situated; but the man getting Ss. 
or 9s. a day has no outlook at all. He knows 
that he has to keep on working all the time, 
and his wife has to keep on working all the 
time. They are always working, and they 
will a! ways have to work, because the party 
opposite have sentenced them t-o work per­
petually. The par'"Y opposite are going to 
see that they keep the working man and his 
wife at work, because they cannot have such 
an easy time and they cannot play jokes 
unle"s thev kc•en the working man at work. 
There is a"nother aspect of tbc position. The 
present war in Europe has been referred to 
bv the bon. member for Bundaberg, and he 
stated that we should do something in the 
\Yay of starting local manufactures. \Ve have 
now got a splendid opportunity in the way 
of doing something to stimulate our 
local manufactures. In bad tinws we 
eannot do .a thing to help along local 
manufactures, but in good times WP have 
magnificent opportunitiPs if we would only 
takP ailxantag-e of tlwn1. If we nn1Y tnok tho 
>Ehr,idv of £20.000 or £30.000 \Yhich we ;riw 
to th,; British-India Steam-hip ::'\avirrat'on 
Co~Tlpany and expended it hen:> on sotne 
mannfaeturing opPration. it \Yould [':iYP a 
l·ctter return.- It is absurd to thiHk tha' WP 

cannot build a ship in Queensland. Just 
fancv. if von go down the Brisban; River 
~·ou- c ann~t see one boat that ''a- built 
locallv. It i,; ridiculous to think that we 
},_l Yf' , to ~r·nd our '"-"001 Rf'l'Of'"i the watP.r tn 
bC' Inanufactnrecl, and that ,,~t' haY£' to buv 
,,- back. paying frcigh+. carria!'c. wharf 
labourers' wagr,-:, aurl '~;vharfag(~ dul?". And 

Mr. Fil•v17y.] 
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that "-" h ,-,, to pay for rent and the cle­
l·r<~ciarion of :;;hipping. a.nd also pay f'Onl­

mi~~ion agt>nt:-; in England. It is ridiculous 
to thirk that ·,w haw to go through the 
-ame old law of supply and demand process 
to gN it bar·k. \Yhat an absc1rd thing it is 
t0 ·---nd the ra\V ore from )~_ustralia, ins\ead 
of haYing an iron nw.nufacturing industry 
l•0rc. \Yc• have got all the necessary 
Jnaterials for ha-dng a manufa<:turillg pro­
cess 0sta blished in Qupensland. Iron is a 
ner0-:.::;ity. Steel rail~ are a necessity here. 
\YE' hear the GovNnment growling about 
~.tePl ra.ik YPt \H' know that th:s GCJvern­
ILPnt winked ih evr at thP st')el tru t whe::1 
it demanded its Jlound of flc·--h t\vo vcars 
llgo. I refer to the time when King O':Ylalley 
was ::\linish•r for Home Affairs in the Co::n­
wonweaith. and he exroS<·d the tacLcs oi 
tlw .str_•el trn t. but this Gon•rn.ncnt allo'~·ed 
itself to lll' bled bv the steel tru,.t. The 
GoY~-·rnu1cn+ know ,-\,e~l that sooner or IatC't 
we Inns~ tnanuf:tdurc our o'Vl'. irrn. The 
Gon'rnmPllt should go in for a poli~y of 
manufactnri11g iron 7n-;tead of picking at 
the litt:r salarin. The GoyernmeLt pn'f,·r 
tr carry on a sou]](•ss, chce.:<.•pari11g IJOli('y, 
:,nd pick a>Yay nt the little 'Cllaries of the 
]-ublic senant·;. They pick nut the teachers. 
nnd thP junior teachers at tha.t, and refuee 
to giYL' thern their automatic incrcasf·"· The 
Go,-crnment prefer to have ,, picking policv. 
exactly in the Ban1e way as the starnp tU-..;:: 
]~icks at the_• conunercial romrnunitY. If wP 
,,-ait unti] bad times con1e. then '~Te eannot 
r·sta.blish our manufactures. \Ye have bePn 
bu,-ing good sca:;;on;;;, and now i~ the tirne 
-:-o start thesP 1nanufa('tures. If we go on aR 

w<." an• doing 've will beconH' a bankrnnt 
nation. \Y 0 ar? spending all we are gettinf,. 
\V e an· s]wndmg a large amount of loan 
mon<'V. \\"e hear a lot ab~u the Sraddan 
GoY<>i·nment and the Holman GoYernm<>nt, 
und the amount of loan monev thev are 
sp~"nding. but we are sp=-n:rng per' head 
qurte as much loan money as the Holman 
Gon·rnnwnt arc spt>nding, 'and I doubt if we 
nr;• "'!pending to the fmn1e adyantage. I 
doubt Y"'"hethcr \VO are getting tho sa.~ne use 
of our loan n1onPy. or whether \VC are having 
as goorl an inYe~tnlPnt of it as thev haYe in 
1\ew South \Yal<'s. Hmvt'Yer. that' is beside 
tho qtwstion. During goad v<>rrrs. we should 
end{'a Your to do sonwthing to arcclcratt" 
manufactming industries in this State. We 
\auld bring our tanning. ~.vool. and iron in­
dustri<'s into oxistencf'. Xot one-tenth of tlw 
ma.nufactured arti<·les we use in this Rtate 
are made here. There seems to be something 
wrong th0rP. The Government do not realise 
that we are goinp; through a prorcs'-l of <'Yolu­
t;on--an f'Yolution of men a.nd an evolution 
of rnattPr:-;. ::\Jf•n and rnatt0rs a ro rh:u1~lne-. 
Xew indn'"trie~ are springing up, and wei firld 
that the l'l'fJUJJ ement-; of ten years ago are 
r .. ot tlw requirrnlPnts of to-n1orro\v. \Y e want 
u bold policy. not a eounting-house policv. 
\Yo do not want any Pecksnif!ian rule1:s. 
\Y e want something bigger and something­
broad("r to h0:p along our national ideas and 
r;otional P'CistPJcce. \V 0 cannnt do thesE' 
things in bad s"ason,, If the Labour parh 
got into power to-lnorrow and bad scasoris 
('HlUC along. we could si1npl:_v rnako it easiet 
for th,, "·orking mon b.'' seeing that the 
taxation W<<' so distributed that it would fall 
on the right people. \Ye cnuld mako it 
ca~h .. r for the 1-nan \Vho has to work, \.York. 
"·ark all his life. Dut if we \\'NO ovf'r on 
tll<' oppositr> side of the IIouce, \Ye could 
not go in for a, big. bald policy if WE' had 
Lad sPa>ons. \\· e could not carry ont om· 

[Jir. F illl'll!f. 

Lationalisution policy. \Ye could not go in 
for furniture-making. and brir·k-n1aking. and 
sa\vrnilling· if the se:_,"'on~ wer0 bacl. ~Ir. 
Scaddan was laughPcl at for starting a steam­
;,hip senice in \Yestern AustraEa. It was 
one of the' finest things that Pver happened 
;,, Australia.. Even though there has been 
a loss at the start. it ha'• been a ,p]endid 
thing for V\'.0storn ~"ustrulia. The hon. mr m­
r er for Murrnmba again comPs in with his 
loud laugh which betrays the vac-ant mind. 
Th0 hon. l11"'1lbf'r well knows that in all big 
undertakings there must be loss at first. 
Tlw hon. member knmYs that tho American 
:'lle:1t Company will lose £500,000 b~fore they 

"rt ' > make a [lre>fit of 6d. \V e know that 
the han. member for ::\huru Hba, and the 
( th2r con;\piratol'~ a\~oc:atod \Yith hirn in tho 
squatting industry, have bled the people of 
QuePHsland to the extc•nt of -82.250.000. 

Mr. FOR~YTH: I rise to a point of order. 
I· the han. member in order in calling me 
a co11spirator ·: 'The statemE'nt is a deliberate 
falsf'hood. and I hopE' you· will ask him to 
withdraw. 

The CHAIR::\IAN: I do not think there is 
any point of order. I did not understand 
the hon. membi'l' to call the han. member for 
:\Iurrumba a conspirator. \Yhat he said was 
that the hon. member was associated with 
conspiratorB. If he had railed the han. 
member a eompirator I should certainly have 
< :lied him to orcler. 

:\Ir. F IHELL Y : Hon members get very 
thin-skinned wh0n thev are attacked in this 
Chamber. Insults can be hurled at mem· 
bers on our side by eyery Tom, Di~k, and 
IInrry, ._dld personal insults, too, but no no­
t're i-- takf'n of them. The hon. member for 
Herbert can b~ twitted about the co-operative 
dore with which he has practi~ally no assa· 
ciation exc~?pt that which 1s honourable. 
'.rhe hon. member for Burrum, who should 
be the last man in this Chamber to attack 
rnPmbers on thi, sid0, can hurl most in­
,·ulting Ppithets to every individual over 
here. but the moment han. members opposite 
are touched thev rise to a point of order; 
they imag-ine that one of their clerks is 
i•"ulting them. As I was saying when this 
absurd and rhild>;h interjection interrupted 
me, the Labour narty could nat do these 
things in bad seasons. Th''Y could only do 
them in good sea~ons. I am complaining 
that during the last seven or eight vears­
during SPveral :·ears tha.t the Treasurer has 
hncl a surplus, he has done nothing but re­
ceive the mone~· and spend it. He has cer­
trml:v subsidisf'd the GPrman Empire to some 
extent. Opf'nly and brazently and without 
~'xcuse ho has brought boats to our river 
and to the Northern· port~, of Australia that 
may be laying mines now for all we know. 
There may bo British machinery in those 
Germ;m hulks, but the Government are do­
ing nothing to eneourage manufactures, on 
vvhich the British Empire depends. If our 
tradP. routPs wcro jn rl'anger to-morrow, we 
v·ould be in a helples, condition except so 
far as foodE'nffs are concerned. \V e would 
not be ablP to Pmploy men becaus8 we could 
not ge-t our abml'fl steel rails from thousands 
d miles a\vay. \Ye could not Irake them; 
.,.,.c could do nothing. \Vf' are helph•·:s, like 
" baby During- all these good season the 
Tr<'asurer mPrely boasts ab~ut his surplus. 
and does not sav one word about what he 
has done for the actual advancement of 
Queensland. :Yir. Scaddan with his steam· 
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ship company did do something. I notice 
a remark of the Treasurer's in his Statement 
in regard to railways. HP said---

" ::"Jotwithstanding the foregoing refer­
ence, it is surprising that. what is after 
all only a han. lful of people should have 
contributed to the ntilways for the year 
1913-14 the large sum of £3.675,562, an 
amount which has not been helped in 
the earning thereof by increased rail­
wa v rates or by placing upon the users 
of the railways increased charges, which 
in turn v:ould h~ve, if so placed, been 
borne directly or indiredly by the pri­
mary producc>r and citic'i'm of the State.·· 

There is some sanitv about tl at. The rail­
'"ays have not put· up the rates, and the 
railways have not plit up t.lw charges, but 
thr- :--hippjng ('Otnpanies have put up their 
('hargcs to a vm·y large extent. 

:\Ir. Huxn:R: The railway charge-; are 100 
pPr ,., nt. ovn tlw ::\ew Scuth \Yales ··harges. 

:C.lr. FIHELLY; I aclmit that with a 
Labour Gov'l'nmcnt managing the affairs of 
thP State they cuuld lighten r.tilway taxa­
tiou, but thP pre"'f'llt, GoY('rnment, all things 
c>onsiclered, are nc·t doing badly with their 
railway.•. The point I wish to make is that 
the st amship companies, which have a 
n1unopoly, ha Ye ;;:tuck up I ,tss~~nger charges 
rn~d aho goo,b frPight~; i.hey are' sticking 
thcrn up ev0ry\vhere in Aut>Tali.:L The n1ea1 
r 'llllpunic_~ are t3tickiHg up their p1 ices to 
th.' edPnt of £2.2bll,OOO pPr annum in 
(/ucensla>~d nlo!W. If thP policy followed in 
l'(~gard to our raihvays were followed in rP­
gard to thC' f'hipping con1panic ., it \\ ould be 
thf' ar:rne of sJnitv: rhPre ,,-ould be all­
njuncl sanity in tho. propo;-;ition, and I conl­
rnend to thQ faYO\ll .1blc con;:;idera~'jon of the 
GoYnnmcnt that, ,,-hile theY haY<' good yl'ars, 
Utt·~, ~hould spend. sorn~" n1ont•y in l'IK<JUrag­
ing thP shipbuilLling industry :~nd the owner­
shir, of " ::'tatP linP of steamships by the 
p cplP. The dcfkits hom 1059 to 1914 ha' o 
amoJEltNI to c£:4.219.708. and the surplu;cs to 
onlY £2.600.843. Takiw~ the Std" from it,; 
irw0ption, WP ha Ye a deficit. w nir h ha., of 
r•ourse, g'GJW to the nnblic debt, of £Lf,18:865, 
which hac. been iJH mrpd bY th, Libcrai Ad· 
n1jni~trntion-inc~~rred bY · thib Adrniui~tra­

" tiot~ ·,, hiC'h i~ Larking ~;k~ so rn~ny jackals 
a+ Scadrlan a1;cl Holman. whatever Scaddan 
am! Holman may ha,·e to do with Queens­
] mi. Even taking- the present GoYernment' s 
r0cord frr m 1900 till 1914, the\' have had de­
ficits :cmounting to £1,163.893,' and surpluses 
en!;· to the amount of £714.623. Thl' :nrplu< for 
thn Ja ... t ten vo,m; does not h.lY<'r the deficit 
fer the previous four years. I admit they 
''ore bad yea". but this Gm·ernment, which 
th<• ho•L member for .:\1urrumba adorns in 
a subonlinatc capa<:'ity, is rcspon-.iblo for this 
cJc .. fi"it. It was the Morgan Administration 
that had to look to the finances for about 
three years. It was the .:\forgan Administra­
tion, associated with the Labour partv, whn 
piled up tho surpluses, small as the; were. 
Since then they have been dwindling awav, 
and we expect thorn to disappear at a1iy 
time. Some talk has emanated from mem­
bers opposite witl1 regard to the sinking 
fund and the Queensland method in so far as 
loans are concPrncd. JUSt to interest m;;self 
in the loan business of Queensland. I took 
the trouble to look up the first seven loans­
that is, the loan moneys comprising the 
£11.00C.OOO odd that bll rlue next year. I 
find the actual amount received by the people 

of Queensland totalled £10,912,514. In in­
te-rest we have already pai 1 £16,529,224, and 
t.o still owe £11.728,800. TlH'SC figures must 
really interPSt the young Queons!ander. vVe 
do n'ot permit a local authority to go along 
in that haphazard way; we make them pro­
Yid'' interest and redemption I have a 
little table prepared, which I will read in 
order to get it into "Hansard." It is a verj' 
small one, and is as follows:-

lb75 
1876 
l8i7 
1S78 
1B79 
1881 
1882 

1 ·\mount 
Set Amount Amount Paid i Owing in 

Rceeived. in InterG!St. ! Principal 

£ £ £ 
l,M0,6!JO 2,64Hi!i8 1 695,300 

60S,O.H 1, l:.U>,StH 741),700 
1,2tt 5::37 1 D56,5GO l,:J~:!.(J0(} 
1,<'i5,737 1.706,112 1,1o4,800 
2,8±1,1~~9 4.~7-±.200 3,1l53,000· 
1,<142,6U l,±i18,1W 1.0~~.500 

2,052 ~~~ !Ub • ~ ____::~~,000 

•rota!< .. ! lO,H12.5lcl [ 16,52'.22-1 11,728,800 

The methods followed here are bacl. There. 
is smncthing wrong about thenl-bOlnething 
impossible about them. It docs not seem 
good financf'. It is the sort of finance that 
tho hon. member hr :VIurrumba stands for. 
He is associated in that sort of finance with 
the member fur Drayton, the deputy leader 
d the farm ·rs' part.v. 

.'\lr. FORSYTH : limY "·oulcl :on propoHc to 
c1r a! with them'! 

.:\lr. FIHELLY: \Yhen we get over there 
". ,. will conH' fon\ arc! with a good proposi­
tion as to how tht\-)(' things are to be done. 
TL·~ ho_t. 111Pn1bf·r sce1n~ to think there is 
"'mnthing bad about it. Does he think it 
ridiculous that. after having got only 
£18.001.000 and after having paid over 
£16.0C JJlOO in intei'est, 've should still owe 
uYer £ll.00r.000? 

::Hr. FouRYTH: Tho~,] figures haYe been 
quc,ted before. 

:\lr. FIIIELLY: I am not like the han. 
memb .r. \Vhen I quote a few figures I do 
rFr·~ invPnt th lll. I knovv they HL'.Y haYc been 
us. rl hc•forc'. I know that the hon. member 

r.hinks ho has a monopoly of 
[8 p.m.] finance: that he has got a copy-

right. I know I a1n not a new 
l 'olumbus discOY<'ring a no·' Am eric a. I am 
:-·in1.ply giYing Ramo inforn~ation to the I-Ionse 
which I hopp han. members. not1Yitl: tanding 
that th(~y have bl~rm rPn1indnd of it pn•yiously, 
·-ill take notice of and use for th0 lwm·fit 

of the State. 
)lr. FoRSYTH interjc,ct0cl. 

:\Ir. FlHELLY: The hon. membc•r is hopc­
h·-.- I am surprisc•d that a man cYho hi's risen 
1J such a high position in the commPrcial 
world c.honld descmJcl to thcs? petty childish 
and pecYish interiections, and adont the 
spoilt-boy tone he is taking to-night. -I hope 
the hon. member will excuse me for intro­
ducing- a few figures. 

:\Ir. FORSYTH: I won't 0xcusc von for any-
thing. (Opposition laughtPr.) " 

Mr. FIHELLY: I know that there is a 
tt'ldition in this Honse tho•t nobodv must 
touch upon the hon. mPmber's presenc·s, that 
h0 is the high and mig-ht0- in finance. but, 
in my tcmcrit,-, I have had sufficient courag-P 
to draft out these figures, and I am going to 
hand tlwm along to " Hansard " latec 0:1. In 
regard to meat, I just wish to get into 

Mr. Fi/i()1y.J 
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" Hansard " also the figures of the Agricul­
tural Department appearing in the Under 
Secreta")- s report for this year. He points 
uut that each individual consumes 263.69 lb. 
of n1<'at per Y(';n·, and, as nwat has increased 
bv 3d. p<>r lb. during the last thrc>e ··ears, 
o;1 a population of 631.577, it means that the 
people have to pay £2,]27,000 as increased 
taxa-Lion in cmu.equonce of the ris~' Ill nwat. 
I am g-i.-ing these figures so that they can lw 
thmoughly authcnticatc•d. so that hon. memlwrs 
ma~· not 'ay that thc•y arr• figments. of tiH· 
iznagination. ThP:y can chPck t~em w1th ).1r. 
Knibbs"s or Mr. \Vt'edon's statistics and also 
with the Agricultural Departmenfs report. 
and thev will find if thev work thP small sum 
out for· Australia: that 'the tax in Australia 
,cmounts to about £14,000,000, which the hon. 
mPmb,,r for ~1urrumba and his friends in the 
scjuattering have been collecting. I think that 
diP party opposite is not only the low wagc·s 
~nd dear meat part:.-. I think eventua!Jy thc>y 
, .. ill arriYt· at that stage wlwn they will force 
tht' working man into a position where he 
will be able to have on!;~, one meal per week. 
V ou cannot obtain from anv mcmbC'r who 
!;as bcPn speaking what is ~ fair price for 
nwat. The Hon. the Minister for Agriculture 
was candid enough, he "as frank for .a 
moment, and he said that he hoped that It 
would go to ls. per Jb. and oyer that. The 
'I rc'ascuer hopes the same thing, but he does 
not sav so because he represents a metro­
politan" con'stituency. He is in. the ChambPr 
now, and he does not contradwt It. Other han. 
mPmb<'rs opnositf'--the hon. member for 
::\Inrilla and the hon. member for Cunningham 

all tlwse hope that it will go up, but the•y 
do not want to discredit the old Tory part;~', 
for the simple reason that it might do them 
wme damage at the next election. I should 
like to tell the Committee a little French 
storY. \Y e werP takC'n right back to Greek 
mythology by. the Minister f?r I;ands thiH 
afternoon so that I do not thmk It matters 
if I go ba~k to the time of the French reyolu­
hon: ThP Quc>en, MariP Antoinette. was 
infornwtl th .. t the people had no br"ad. And 
she said in surprise. "\Vhv do they not eat 
cake? " That is the position that is coming 
,, bout in Quc'('nslaml. PeoplE' will ha.-e no 
meat, and hon. nwmbers opposite will want 
to know wlw they do not <>.tt grass or somP­
thing sin1il~ir. (LanghtPr.) Th- l(H\T wag~'S 
and de'ar m<•at party ar<> thPro lwca~1se thon· 
int<•rt'Sb arc wrapped up in those• thi_ngs. . If 
the·.- do not koop nwat at a substantial JWIC<' 
it will me-·m that their political funds will 
mffPr, be vausc the sqnaU-'rs will not pay int.o 
th<>m. as tlw hon. mPml><'r for l\1urrumba---hls 
fir 1n--

The ('fL\lR1L'\.:\': Order: ThP hon. mom· 
lwr is too personal altoo-0thcr in his remarks, 
and I must as!< him to abstain from continuing­
t-lwm. 

:Yir. FIHELL Y: \Yhen I rose to mv fppt 
this P\"Pning I madl' up my mind that I was 
not going to 1ncntion any hon. mr,mber's 
name, but it is the in1pertin( nt interjEction~ 
that tlw hon. memb<·r made and his r:•flections 
on me--- the suggestion that m:v figure's are not 
authontic and correct-which have made me 
penmnal. And the hon. member also said that at 
one time ho gavo me a tongu0-thrashing and he 
n:io-ht h>vc to do it again: I am only adopting 
an attitude of self-defence. Coming back to this 
dear meat question. tho noint is that if the• 
price -·.--·ere not raised there would be no 
:':2 000 from thP hon. mC'mber for Toowong 
h h"l'' T,ib0ralism. \\'here did it come from? 
'1'1~-, Pr0mi0r gnvc s'Yorn C'Yidf'nce that h0 
d_icl not know hut. if in n1y cnp~lcity as sccre-

!Jfr. Fd1P1l]!. 

tary of the Lttbour party, I n•ceived an anon0 -
mons donation of £2,000, I would be n·ry 
curious as to its origin. Cheques for that 
amount arc not tlying around cYery day. 
Th0y are not given to the patriotic fund ,-ery 
much. 'fhP:c are not gi n·n to the• hosnitals, 
nor to the nnin'r~ities. That 8lllll \Yas given 
to th0 LtbPt.ll party juot as a businPss im-eot­
nwnt. to get a return for it. It 1Yill Fay 
diviekndc" not fourfold but a lmndrc•dfold. 
It is ]ike tht• br<•ad that i:-; C'lRI upon tlw 
watPr~ ·~- ;t will eont<' back after lnan'; daY::-; 
and tlw little .lob~ that an· oceurriu'g P\:l'l'Y 

day in tlw vanou~ tit•partnH 1Jb an' l'\·idPnt ~~ 
o± th" adYalllagP dPri' -'ll fron1 tl:e distributicn 
ol that £2,000. g, C'll if we lab• the• dc•part­
lllUlt of tiH• }Iini~tt•r for RailwaY~ and the 
u·m•·nt matter, we lun·c the fact that he got 
a quantit;v of Ct'flH'nt out of th0 raihYay stores, 
and PvadPd a qnpstion on th(• 1natter. It 
1nuv havC' bl'f'n a 1nost houourabl0 transaction, 
but" the eenwnt came out of the railway stores, 
it w.>nt to his place at Mooloolah, and som0 of lt 
came back without any frc>Ight being· paid. 
i makl' that chargo delibc•ratel~·- It we•nt 
back into the stores. and between the Speake'r 
and tlw ::\Iinisrer for Hail way., I cannot" gc•t a 
rcplv to a fair quc•stion. That is an instanc" 
of the Tammanv mC'thods of the dear mt'at 
part:. Thc>y '~'ant to uonceal PY<'rything. 
The Stores De'partmPnt. as outlined by thP hon. 
nwmber for Fortitud,, VallPv. is in an extra­
c•rdinan state of chaos. 'I'I;e Minister takes 
ach·antagc of that to buy some CPment for his 
own purpose'», to haYC' it testc>d by the depart­
ment, and then srnd,; it back from his place 
at :\1ooloolah fn•0 of charge. \Ve arp simply 
rc•verting to the old davs when thP hon. 
member for Murrumba represented a J\'orthr•rn 
constituency; when "-e had the brother-in-law 
poljc:v, th{' tank-enginP affair, and thP ~Pa­
forth Estate business; when we had an 
inspector of totalisator,;; when we had, as a 
mattc1· of faet. a small naner called " Tlw 
StrPt't '' run just for the iwnefit of the party. 
\Y" s '<' somPthing of the samP thing to-day. 
.\nmlwr small papt•r has sprung up mushroom­
like in a night to obr•y tlw lwhests apparentlY 
of thP LilH1 ral l:''lrtv. antl in it~ ~,~av it i:--i 
exactlv as the olcl "Str0et" was. \Ve' all rP­
mt•mht>r tlw old " StJ·c·Pt." in its hevclav. 
EYen in thm", dav~ th0rp w:-ts a C'(~llJPnt 
scandal connecte•d 'with -a l<'ading· firm in 
Drisbant'. the l!rincipals of which are re-­
]at-e-d in sonw v,--~\- with thr' hon. nteTnbPr for • 
Towm•:i!]p_ I J:l'lll<'<Hhcr it Yerv WC'll. T 
think th<· hon. mc•mbPr knows ·<'xacth· to 
what I am alluding · 

Mr. FoRSYTH: I have not the slightest con· 
cc>ption of what you arr talking about. 
(Laughter.) 

l\Ir. FTI1ELJ .Y: Tt w-as in tlt,• bric•f ti•m' 
wlH•n he had no se<J.t, whPn lw left tlH• :'\:orth 
and -c.·Jm•' to the Sond1 anrl bad to 'Yait until 
· omcthing turned Ul), lik0 ~lien \Ybcr. In 
di:-"ru.-,-,ill!l.' clctaih likr thf' Cf'UH>llt Dr intro­
{luring- them ipto ·t debat(' on thf' Fihancial 
RtatenH'llt I must offc•:- the (\vnmittPe a \YOrd 
oF a1 It i;:;. lK•c ,:,n-.;? I hnYP hren pre-
Yr'll'~"('(l thP h1chcs JHtr-snC'·d h.'" th() Lilwra1 
officiaL this lion~D. lrv tllt' SPcrntnry for 
U t1lway-:-; and t1Jp Sl)f':lk('l', fr0111 Yf'n+1!ntir·,'.' 
thP mnttf'l'. It i~ fl ~lLttt0r of pn~,lie inlport­
nncf'. I <tt(~l' on I etav lllak(-. 8.11 cff(;rt L} finrl_ 
out h th<.>r t 1--p Stat··linrr Order-: -r1o not (riYe 

l11E' lilJPr( .; t') Yf'llti}atp ~th0 nun-;;:tifl'l ·in :::-th(' 
orlinarv ~o.-t.in(' V'1"~,. \Yhn!{ the TrPa~JtPI' 
C'o·ne-~ ·~1long; in hi,;; soullp~.,;;, wtnT--in hi~ 
c1HH' .rparin.--;- v-1.v--thP Gr.'3t thlnp: lF' nrnn0-, 
l-, thn f'Ont· il.H-'-in~t to he .... )ita 1 ~ If hn dirl 
it c>;wnly. fr-ankly. unci honestly, I would 
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have no objection. Gut he sneaks behind the 
akil:ts of someone else and attempts to ex­
plam 1t away. There is no explanatiou 
poos1ble. 8oventeen thousand )Xmnds is 
taken awa:, from the hospitals, and hon. 
members on the other side who tn to ex­
plain it uwa:· llCPd onlv look at tlw 'footnote 
tD the Estimatr•q to see' that the sum appear­
iug on thr• Estimates must not b0 cxccederl 
under any circumstances. If they look 
further. thl'y wiil find that la:lt vear more 
than £17.00;) inc XCl'>' of till' vote• df £137.000 
was paid out to the hospitals. The very lirtH 
wa:.- ~ f st ~rtlug to eeoLDilliSl' i~ bv co1nino· 
at the injured, the sick, the halt, the lam<~ 
and the llhr1d. Th.at is our coura(reous ,,.a~; 
-of {(L>aliug· \\·ith a g·reat national erisis. Tha~t 
1s_ our _,va~ of gPttin'X a surplus to juggle 
w1th, Ill~tl~ad of COilling ut n1e1nber~ llkP 
tho:::·e to '' ho1n 1 have reil'l'l'Pd lH't:\·ious]_y·-­
membl'rs \vho arc squattPrs. \Ve could put 
.a_ tax on every sheep or on every ox. 
\\" crll!ld )JUt an export tax of lcl. per lb. 
Dn. \yool. \':e could im 1>ose son1e suver-tax 
\vh~cll ''unlet 1neet the present case, and 
winch \vould pay our expenses and tide us 
<n:er tlw ]Jr<'':IC'nt crisis. without tinkering 
w1th thP allowance g·iver, to hospitals that 
.,re already hard up. The average man in 
the street does not want to take a red cent 
from tlw hospitals: hP \Vould give more: 
<~lm_ost unammousl;y he is in favour of 
natwnahsmg the hospitals. This mean­
spu!tPd . Government can think of nothing 
morP ongmal than to cut off the allowance 
to charity---<!haritY which cannot hit back 
~llld i, a. fair ma;k. The squatters and the 
-commerCJa! community can hit back, and 
the worker showt'd in the old poll-tax days 
that he also conld hit back. \Y e find also 
that in matters affecting the health of the· 
people the Government are most callous. Mr. 
Scacldan, in Western Australia, provided 
about £90.000 for health purposes, especiallv 
in thP agrieultural districts. :Mr. Holma,;-, 
with that humanitarian spirit for which he 
is fanwd throughout the l"nrrth and breadth 
of this continent. has also b provided very 
hlJcrally. although he is a Labour man, for 
lwalth pur1JOsro. He has prm·ided resident 
doctms in lllost country districts. \Vhat is 
the :·ituation in Quc0mland? ·what is the' 
<;ituat:on in the district, roprC'sented by tlw 
hon. lllClllbec for Burnett or the non. nwmber 
for Fa'8ifPrn? The little 'arnwr out therP 
whose wife or child is taken ill is in a hopo­
le"' position. A sulky or a trap of some kind 
has to be despatched miles and miles to 
hring- a doctor~ because our curel<:_·-:'ls, our 
callous Government do not look after y,·hat 
shoulct he their first considPration, the health 
.of the pC'ople. Mr. Fisher's mat0rnity grant 
was not onlv an inuoyution but it was a 
revelation inc the way of looking after the 
people's health. It gave us tlw first inkling 
that !he hralth of tl{e people \Yas an import­
ant matter -that the child was worth looking 
after----that th0 nativP-~>orn is a better a:~set 
i han tlw innnigrant coming fron1 across the 
'Sea;:;., ht>cau.~,· h(' is handv. bccaufiP he is rnorD 
athptahle. Even in ti1is bad vcar we an' 
hringing in immigrants and pa:ying £26 or 
£30 for th0ir pas~a~c rnonc"'".: \VG are giving 
thPnl a frL"' doetor in England: we arc giv­
ing them free doctors and fr0o medicine for 
six: or seven \Yf'eks on the vovag·o out: and 
we an• giving thc1n a frpc dOctOr hrre. and 
probably a week's llf,ard on their arrival. 
But we do not sep that the mother of Pvcrv 
nativ-0-horn bal1y is attend0d hy a skilll'd 

medical man and is supplied \vith the best 
medicines. \Ve do not bother about that. 
If my own Gahy gets sick at any time, I hav-e 
my telephone and can ring up a doctor, and 
I do not mind the expense. Dut the poor 
man has no telephone. He has to rush out 
in the early hours of tho morning to got a 
doctor, leav-ing his wife frightened and lonclv 
at home, and probably he hac. to starve hin;. 
self for ,,, ceks lH'IOI'<' h0 c 1n pay tllP doctor. 
Thcce are undPniabk facts. but facts that 
rna;v he. ne 1,\'S to 1nost hon. Iumubers herP, 
becaust' their circuin-:stancp~ are just a shade 
above tho.,e of the o::-clinary working man~ 
only a shac!P, for we arc not \Yell )mid. but 
paid just suffieiPnt to ke<'p body and. ',otd 
to_g-ot!J,'r. \Yhile the Treasurer is dabbling 
\'nth Inorwy-boxe::;. and rulers-\vhilo he has 
tl·e~t> -wonderful sehPH1PS originating in his 
brain .~un_•ly lw ean think of couo·hs and 
colds, of diphtllPria and influ( nza, band of 
the children. " Suffer the little children to 
come unto me." He is great at Biblical 
texts. Surely he can think of these thinrrs 
and cxtf'nd some help to the children and to 
the mothers of children who are slaving 
from one vcar's end to another. The Go­
nTmnent ,;-ow haYe a splendid opportunitv 
of remodelling taxation.. I am not going to 
suggest on what broad hues they should o-o; 
but it is obvious that our present taxation 
SYotPlll is OUSO]Pte. It might have been very 
gc,Jd for a decade or twenty years ago, but 
to-day it has outliv-ed its usefulness. ;\fo 
doubt the man who is getting dividends is 
getting better dividends than e"er, notwith­
standing that thP working man can hardlv 
1~1ake end~ nwet owing to t.he extra cost Of 
ln·ing. and not,,·ithstanding that the hon. 
rncmuer for ;y1irani sordid-mindedly objects 
to cl<w labour. Dividends were m•v-er higrrer 
in any period in our history, and wP sho~ld 
1mnwdiately endeav-our to do something in 
the wa_,- of remodt'!ling our "·holP taxation 
sclwnw. Tlw Government are not doino­
thPir duty in simply collecting and dislm,·s~ 
ing nwnc'y--hy using the State as a big cash 
rPgister or a calculating llla{'hinP. \Vo nntst 
stl'ik0 out: we must dPvelop manufactur0s. 
and clo som"thing to make the countrv a 
rc>al aVIJ g0nuine countrv, and, incidont~llv. 
''"" mtht makP the p0opl0. who can best affo;d 
~t lwar t:l{' burden. 1 pointed out our laxit~­
ln l't''5ard to our 0'\Vll St~tf' Joan:-: and OUf 
firnnH•s-s in rBgard to the loans that '\VO hand 
out to our loc'll authorities. But there is 
OllP thing· that the Treasure1·. the next time, 
ht' is Acting· Premi0r, should as,cnt to. and 
that is a Greater Brisbanp he·ne. Bric,banc 
is in ,J .• hop0lr"s position through having a 
lot of tinnot. warl'ing lnuni{·];)aiitiC's and 
'bin·.'· The• momPnt people )lrdn" the word 
" a!d:•rrnan" to tlwi1~ narnr·'l, th<'v assu1ne 
such an importanc.· tbat thcr ima.gine they 
arc thP cih' it·,cL'. and thev ish to run the 
cit:·. IV" hav0 a dozen littl<' mnnicipalities 
about he-re. On<' ha:; low v-1lnations and high 
r:Jting.~; anotbcr has hi~11 Yalu"ttiors c·nd low 
rat:ngs: othc"s h'lve both lm1·: others have 
hoth ·l1i~·11. \Ve havE' no nniformit~v. no A~~s­
te;n: when it C')nl<'S to " matter of municipal 
lr~dinr:-: or mlh!rprisP \YC ar0 i11 thC' n1ud. 
1JP('1p:.:P. t1'l0 aldermen lack initintiYP through 
hr:n~ing too circnnLcribrfl an .arPa. '\\ ... e ;,v:~nt 
fr, h··n··ul('n th0 fpnnf'hisr. giYC' Pa··h lndi­
Yidual a vob:-., and ha..-0 a great('r Brisbane 
scheme. with extended power' in the ,..a,· of 
P"t:1hli:-hin~r 1nanu~actnres. h:-iclnrorJ..;;. an.fl 
furnitur<' pst.-thlishnwnb;. \Ve have a \VorkNs' 
Dwellings Ad. but what a hopeless thing 

Mr. Pil,d1y.] 
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that is unless ''"" providP land and furniture. 
The furniture thieves in Brisbane do not give 
the working man a fair dpa] for the stuff 
eold to him. \Ve import too much furniture. 
It i, astounding to look at '' Knibbs,"' and 
ecc the value of the furniture we import 
annuallv. \Vc skmld imprcve in these 
rnattcrs~ and 1wr·1aps by extending tne nluni­
cipal franchist', this decrPpit Government 
wuld rid itself of the ro,1Jonsibility and pass 
it on. If we have a Greater Brisbane, \Ye 

tnight also havt} .a grcute1: tra,nway. schornt.. 
w hi{' h tlw Prr~ ~nH'r prorr1 ts(•d to br1ng for­
\Yard this sessior. hut which. I suppose. can­
not be thoug·ht of now. \V e shall be able to 
deal with gas and o~ectr:c light, and tnost 
pu:llic uti lit;,'· E any C\Jiniste- wishes to 
make a na~n'J for hiu1sclL and rise (tbove 
the mediae itv of thusr• with ' hom he is 
a:~ oc~atin-::r. he. cou~d cor fftruct such a schoine, 
and launCh it, and I a:n ~ure it would be 
vc>ry 1wpnlar right throngh8ut the Sta_h·. I 
had int<'n<led to dc·al with a fev. other rtems, 
b~lt thro-:.:.t is not quit' as p;ood as it 
cu:.dd b-night. and I am afraid I shaii 
hn\'P to let sonl('thing g·o until a rrwrc suit­
able o 1J1JOrtuuity aric"R. I trum. that the 
Trca~urer ·will read n1y rmnarks 1n {'onno<> 
tion "-ith the loan item. and that he wiii 
do som0thing to abolish the preposterous 
du ___ l,:·:oi tL.lt art• follo\\ ed at Jl~'P<::cnt. I hopP 

also that he> will do a little in tho '':'ay 
of making this country a manufactunng 
countrv and h('l•nng the people to becorne 
S' 1f c<llairw<l, that 1e will lo0L aftt>r or even 
oppcint u C'01111ni" :~on tn n.l::.tkf• inquiriPs 
,, ith r o 1-rd to tlH· •ron, tanrnng. \YonL and 
}Jal :· a cfozPn othc•r i~'!.dustric~; whi.ch could be 
started here. I trust that. last but not. least, 
be '"ill :--.t1cncl :no1 e than he ha~ done 1n the 
pa!'>t to tl h(•aJth of thP }JPC!p1P. and ;;,,_•e to 
it th ,t our \YOrking tncn's \YlYPS h:lYG better 
Jrtc die a! dtPntion. and that the chilciren who 
arP hnrn ,Jito Quc(•nsl.anc: have at _lea~t as 
fair a ckal as thP itnnngrartts -,\TP lll'Ing trOln 
-:.~< ,·oss tlw sea. 

Onoo·!TlC':; ?,lE,Im.HS: HPar, h~ar' 

::VIr. CRAWFORD (Jfount J[organ): Seeing 
that almost every member has f<>lt . called 
upon to address a few remark' to hrs con­
stituents, I do not know of any reas~n why 
I should remain outside the charmed crrcle of 
those who will be heard by their constituent~. 
The speeches which have. been made on th1s 
question have been dolrvered loss to the 
House than to the larger circle of _the con­
stituents, and I do not find fault wrth that. 
I think it is quite right that members who 
speak in this House should addrecJs not 
merelv those who hear them, beeausc. after 
all it happens now and then, through cir­
cu:nstances over which members have no 
control, perhaps through business arising in 
the course of the debate, that they may be 
called out of tho Chamber, and are not able 
to listen to every member. Therefore it is 
that when .a man rises to speak he feels that 
he is addressing not only the members of the 
House who happen to be present but the 
members of the public who will redd his re­
marks. In reading over the Financial State­
ment I can come to no other <conclusion than 
that it is a remarkably clear exposition of the 
financial position of th_e coun~ry at the pre­
sC>nt time; and that IS precrsely what W<J 

require. Yet I had the peculiar unhapnincos 
tho other night of hearing an hon. member on 
the opposite sid<> say that. the very rlcarnes' 
of thP Treasurer's Statement was a caufe of 

[Jir. Filzelly. 

annoyance. The hon. member for Cairns­
who I am sorry is not in his place 
to-night-regarded it as a peculiar piece of 
unhappiness that the Statement should be so­
clear. He said that so many things were SO· 

wrapped up in it that should be taken for 
granted. But that is not what we expect. 
\Ve expect from a Treasurer's StatPment 
each year a clear exposition of the position 
of the country, and no man ha' an' thing to· 
complain of in regard to the exposition which 
has been placed beforE' us by the Treasurer. 
I just now said that I did not sep the hcm. 
member for Cairns in the House. I now 
spe him-he is quite conspicuous-and I am 
.. ,ure he will not go back on what he said last 
night: that he complained, and 'aid that 
it seemed to him a source of annoyance that 
the Treasurer should put in so many state­
ments which were available> from other 
sources. The statements in the> Treasurer's 
Financial Statement show us that. as a 
result of the manner in which this country 
has been governed by a Liberal Administra­
tion. the country is in a splendid way--

UovER~).JEKT 2\fEJ.TBEHS : Efear, hr-ar : 

::Vlr. CRAWFORD: That nothing can be 
said in regard to obstacles placed in the way 
of progress, and that every opportunity has 
been availed of bv the MinistrY in order to 
hPlp the country forward. In s'ome respects, 
the Financial Statement is a war l udget. It 
does not ask u; to go the length of imposing 
\\ ar taxation-a'' son1e of the other States are 
doing-but it does caii upon us to exercise a 
grdlter arnount of econon1y than this State 
has ever been vreYiously cailed upon to exer­
cise, and in that re,pect I think I am justi­
fied in terming the Statement a \Yar budgE'!. 
I do not feel called upon to go kngthily into 
a criticism of the StatPment. Indeed sneak­
ing from this side of the House. I fed that 
the principle ,,-hich animatps m<' is tlw prin­
C'iple whi<·h ani1natcs all other 1HC~ltbPr~ on 
this sidP: that we should confin·· onr criti­
cism to that \vhich has been broug-ht forward 
from thP other side. And v·hat sort of criti­
cism has members of the Onn~sition brou'C(ht 
fonYard in reg-ard to the- Finan< ia! State­
mc•nt? I would like to point out before 
going further that we haw. as usual. as we 
expc•ct, and as alwa~·s wiii happPn while a 
Liberal Administration is in power. a snrplu~, 
and that surnlus has been utili,ed in the 
usual \Vay; but I would rather ha,-e seen it 
utilised by being sent to those 'vho haY<' 
withstood the tremendous attack in Europe 
of those who arc tho enemies of the British 
Empire. I would rather haw sprn th<· 
£10.000 o<ld sPnt to the brave BPlgians as 
eome portion of a reward for them in the 
fight which thev have put up in the interests 
nf A nstralia; for. afkr ail, we as Australians 
have not vet struck a blow in thP interests 
of our mvn freedom. The Belgi.nns have 
foug-ht for us up to the present time. and 
tho least we can do is to see that if we have 
an;..,. snr!)lus arising- from our administration 
it shall go to those who are our friends in 
this great and trem0ndous \Yar \Yhieh 
threatens our libeJ:ty. It appears to me. from 
the attention which I devoted to the speeches 
deliv<>red in the House, that very fe\Y mem­
bers have borne in mind the danger in which 
we have been placed during the last few 
we0ks. Had it not been for the grNtt fight 
put up by the Belgians we to-clay would have 
lwPn speaking here with rather a bated voice. 
\YP should not have known where we were 
had those who are our enemies and the 
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enemies of the British race been able to walk 
quietly across Belgian territory 'and reach the 
seashore. Had that happened, I think we 
should not have been able to talk in such a 
free strain as we are doing to-night. There­
fore, _we should only be doing justice-only 
fulfilling a contract which is implied-if we 
devoted the surplu' of our revenue to those 
who are fighting in our interests in Eurone 
to-day, to-night, overy hour, and all through, 
and who are losing some of their best citi-, 
zens. I scarcely know in what strain I can 
continue to address this Committee. Every 
morning when I rise, my anxiety is to find the 
paper and asc<>rtain whether we stand a free 
nation or whether we have been crushed. \Ve 
must recognise that the battle is to anyone 
-th!tt it is to the strongest side-and that 
we cannot yet tell which is the strongest side. 
:we ar~ not disting_uished from other people 
m havmg no emotiOns. If a great disaster 
happened to us, I feel certain that we in this 

Parliament would reflect the 
[8.30 p.m.] fcf'lings of the people. and I 

. believe t~at the feeling of tho 
generality of people IS that we ought to do 
something more than we have done to show 
that we recognise what has been done and 
is being done by those who have turned out 
to be our greatest friends in the mo nent of 
our asJversit:;·. If we had any surplus-in­
deed. If .we had any money at all-we ought 
to send It to those in the small field of Bel­
gium who have fought and suffered and who 
are still fighting and suffering, in ~rder that 
they .may be encouraged in the fight by 
lmowmg .that. the 1\reat British Empire is 
not wantmg m gratitude to those who hayo 
~toad up braYely: and are sti:l standing 
m the battle of hberty and for eYervthing 
that stands for civilisation.< I have not 
~eard one word from hon. members opposite 
m regar? to :vhat we ought to. do with respect 
to the big thmgs of tho Empire of which we 
form a very important part. Whv is that? 
Why is it that they have not ri;en to th~ 
occasion? Why is it that they have pulled 
themselves down to a consideration of small 
and petty details? Docs anv member of 
t~is ~ouse imagine that we c~n go on con­
sido;rmg platforms and domestic programmes 
while our fate as a nation-as nart of the 
(l"reat British Empire-is at stake.? Yet that 
IS what we have been asked to do during this 
debate. Not one member on the other side 
has, in my opinion, risen to the occasion and 
told us that we oug-ht to CDnsider ourselves 
as. part of _the British Empire, and that those 
thmgs which we should naturallv wish to 
see carried out in times of peace< must now 
be postponed until we know where we stand 
i'.' the comity of nations-whether we con­
t!nne to _stand at the top of the great mvi­
l~sed natr~ms, as the leader of the great civi­
lised natwns, or whether we ,are tD take 
sc~ond placP< During the whole couree of 
this debate members opposite have talked 
as if we were in a timE\ of peace as if we 
:ould g-o on talking and talking ~nd carry­
Ing out platforms and programmes without 
.any rpgard to other part" of the world. If 
there is one thing that this war should teach 
ns more than anothm·, it is that we are a 
very small part of the gnat world. and that 
unless the g-reat world is at pef!ce the pro­
g-rammes that we put forward cannot be 
carried out. Why have members opposite 
not recognised this fact? I should not like 
to say that they are lacking in loyalty or 
that they are lacking in understanding; but 
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I really feel called upon tD say that they 
.are compelled to pay a greater regard to the 
people who control their elections and the 
possibility of their being returned here than 
to the great necessities of the situation in 
which the Empire is placed. (Hear, hear!} 
A great empire and little 111inds are ill­
pla<;ed, and that is what we find to-day as 
far as members opposite are concerned. They 
consider that the interests of those who eleot 
them and who are writing to them from day 
to day with regard to employment and small 
affairs are of greater moment than the free­
dom of the Empire of which Australia forms 
a part. v,· e are called upon to consider a 
very important Financial Statement. As a 
member of the Liberal party, I do not feel 
that I am called upon to go into a very 
extensive criticism of that Statement. I re­
gard it as my duty rather to criticise the 
criticisms of it than to criticise the State­
ment itsdf. And what is the criticism of the 
Statement? \Yhat does it amount to? When 
we take the criticism offered by the hon. 
member who leads the Opposition, we cannot 
but come to the melancholy conclusion that 
either he is unable to criticise anv Financial 
Statement or is too indolent to do so. To­
day we might feel inclined to think that out 
of regard to the important issues at stake 
in the Empire he had withheld his criticism, 
and if that were so we would give him 
credit for withholding sev£'re criticism which 
might at times be possible. But when we 
look back to last year and recollect what his 
<criticism was then, at a time when no war 
\vas threatened, as far as we were a\vare, 
when no disturbance of the peace was within 
the horizon, and when we find that his criti­
cism of the Finan6ial Statement then was ~o 
weak that even the members of his own party 
scorned it, we can come to no other conclusion 
than that there is an utter incapacity on 
his part to criticise .a Financial Statement. 
Knowing that he was unabl<> to find fault 
'<'"ith th0 Statement, opportunity was given 
tn hi'n bv the Pretni('r. in a 1nomcnt of 
chi,-alr:-·. ,~·hich hw never been reciprocated 
from tlw othpr side. A week was ~h·cn to 
the hon< ~Pntleman in order that he eould 
111'0llarc f'Olne critlcistn of thP Statmncnt. 
\\'h"t was tlw result • There was no result 
,,~ all. The hon. gcntlPman camp forward. 
and aftpr a few attempt" to find sonwthing 
in the Stat<'mcnt worthv of criticism. fell 
back on the criticism levelled, not by him­
self. not by any member of h's party. but 
h:-· a nwmber of the public sen-i<'e-by the 
_\uditor-G<>ncral. Most ]ll'Ovidential]:l· for 
the han. gentleman who i<'· th<) lE<ader of the 
C pposition. the Auditor-General c-tmc for­
'ra<rd with his annual report. and in that 
report there appeared a number of criticisms 
iP regard to some details of tho Gov0rnment 
work. ~\nd upon these the leader of the 
Opposition seized .as a famished wolf, and 
brought them b<>fore the House as his own 
legitimate criticism< There arc times when 
'<W <'an think of publi<' s<>rvants pursuing the 
right road to attain popularity. \Ve come 
t<c thiB conclusion with regard to the Auditor­
General: That if hE' wished to attain nopu­
larity at the present monwnt on one sidE' of 
the House. he pursued the ri~ht road. He 
ie<,ued a statement which came in mo'lt handy, 
most opportunely for the leader of the Oppo­
sition, and it was used by that hon. ,-entle­
man to make up for his own defici<mci<>s in 
intelligent criticism of the Financial State­
ment. What would have been q.id if the 
Auditor-General, or any other member of 

Mr. CraU'forcl.] 
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the public sen·ice. had said in regard to the 
F'inancial Statement. or in ·regard to any 
<•iher part of the work of the Government, 
wmc words of prai>c : If theY had stood 
up, as they fnqwmtly have to: for the in­
tegrit~- uf_ the G'?vcrnment. for the carrying 
out of >tnct wutme, what would hon. gentle­
HlCn opposiL~ ha YO naid ·: !:-l(Hl. gentle ::nen 
opposite \Yould ha v-c be< n anxwus for their 
inuncdiate dif'missal fro1n the service of the 
State. It is wPll known to hon. gcntlenwn 
O[Jpositc that !weans<• the Rc•gistrar of the 
InJustrial Court stood upon his position, as 
knowing the work of that court, he was 
t!n·catened :<vith dismissal by members oppo­
site. II e chd not pursue a com·se that led to 
popularity. The Auditor-General pur-ned 
« difft'rt~llt course tJ the regit3trar. The 
"~uditor-General had the audacity to criti­
cise t:50lllP r.ction of the pre·,,ent Guvernnwnt. 
and for that nason he is regarded as a very 
l,opular official. ThP~o are the gentlmnen 
"ho ha.1·e been claiming for public servants 
full freedom, full political rights, and full 
r1ghts to discuss evervthing. Yet. let the 
public ~enJ.nts be;~ "ro. If theY venture to 
discn;:;s thing~. and venture to c~press things 
which arP oppo~ite to thotie opinions which 
are hcl<l by the Labour people, they will bP 
marked do\\ n and be diemi~sed. Onlv dur­
ing this se,,;ion I was unable to aYail my­
self of tlw oppmtunity to take part in one 
debate. but it Y1 as a debate of son1e inl­
portanc,•. ancl the thought that occnrrPd to 
me was thi": A c:;utoon appeared in the 
BrisbanP '· \Y mkt•r" during the last general 
s+rike Yv-hich showed how tho member•, of 
the Labour partv are in their ,,ttitud<' to­
wards public ser,·ants who happen to have 
political opinions, or who .happen to ha,-e 
backbone of any description w'hatever in 
opposition to their own. A ca1 toon appeared 
showing the c-x-ieader of the Labour party, 
:vlr. Bowman. with his >Yatch in his hand. 
1L "·;cs during tht' time of the general strike, 
!dJd ::\Ir. Bmnnan had his watch in his hand 
vnd '""' looking at it. lie was talking to 
:l\iajor Cahill, >vho happens to be the head 
· crang of the police in this district, and was 
giyinp; hin1 four rninut0s' noti(·e to get out 
oi oftic.. Why" Simply because Major 
Cahill happened to hav-e opinions of his 
<·\vn, aLd acted upon thc<.e opinions in n.:..­
gard to lll'csening the peace of the• city. 
That is what happened in this State•. lion. 
mcmbc rs opposit<'. in all the claims tlwy 
~,r ~ Ina king- for public s 'rYants, are dain1ing 
tlut they should only have an opportunity 
to , ~}cak on behalf of their own 11oliti~':1l 
ideaL;, 1ot tlu i thPv should han' free and 
full poEtic:! lilwrt~-. but that thcv shall 
only '-lFak nn hc•lwlf of thco La hom·, side of 
polit;e 

.\t :.46 p.m., 

The' CHAIR::\L\-:\': l~ndcr Standin.~; Ord0r 
I\o. 11. I call npon the hon. nwmber for 
LE i<'hlL·rdt to reliPvo l·1e in tho C'hair. 

i\Ir. IlmDV'RE took the chair according!:-;. 

J\h. CRAWFORD: Mr. Hardacre, ·I am 
pleas,,d to addre.':; you a., the occupant of 
'he pc ">ition which, except for unfortunate 
circurn~ : __ "'.ll(, 3, ·cou \vould have occupied 
muny years ago. (Laughter.) I think there 
i, no man who has so studied the form:s of 
this HmF•', .md ha., so. fitted himself to the 
intellic:;-nt carrying on of the business of 
Parli :nwnt as you have yourself. (Hear, 
hear!) I, therefore, have pleasure in ad-

. dressing you as occupant of the chair. \Ve 
have frequently h••ard the statement that is 

[Jfr. Crau•ford. 

alleged against members of the legal pro• 
fession that, v.·hen they have no case, they 
usuallv abuse the other side. But a dif­
ferent' interpretation has been placed upon 
that idea just now in this House. It hap· 
pcned during this debate. It is that, when 
you have a bad case, you must quote the 
platform. \Yhen members of the Labour 
party haYe no case-and that happens almost 
invariably-they quote the platform. H01;. 
Inf'nlhlll':3 opposite~ f-luring the cour""·e of th1s 
debate. ha I'<' v-erv frpquently quoted from the 
platform. It is· a blessed word-something 
likro "l\1< sopotamia." They often quote the 
platform and show that some little differ­
ence exists between what has been proposed 
by the Liberal party and what exists in the 
platform put forward by .the Labour party. 
Tllf' platform. pushed as 1t has been on our 
notice during this sc~"sion, is certainly deserv­
ing of attt'ntion. It is a platform that ought 
to be vcrv seriouslv considered, and I am 
doubtful whether ,;:ny large percentage of 
hon. members opposite have given serious 
consideration to what that platform means, 
and how far it will go in logical elation. It 
is ycrv easy to sign a platform, and I know 
hon. incmbers opposite must sign that plat­
form whether they bPlieve in it or not; 
whether thcv thoroughlv understand it or 
not thev nnist at least "express their belief 
m it b,: writing their names at the foot of 
it. I would likE' to know whether hon. mem­
bers opposite, who put themselves forward as 
being interestP.d in the workers, thoroughly 
understand what that platform means. ~f 
vou. :\Ir. Hardacre, will permit me to avail 
invself of the latitude which has been allowed 
to. almost cYerv hon. member who has pre­
v-iouslv 'pokt'n; I will address myself to that 
platform in order to arrive at some concl:u­
sion as to what it really means. I do 1t. 
not with any YiPw of putting myself fo_rwar_d 
as an authoritv. but in order to brmg 1t 
v:ithin the pur\·iew of the statement which 
has hN•n put before the House by the Trea­
surPr, end in order to find out whether the 
policy put fonvard by members on the oppo­
-it0 side of the House is lwtter than the 
policv which has been carried into operation 
!J-. lnernbers on this side of the House­
n1embPrs who will continue to be on this side 
of thP HousP. I intend to deal only with 
the fighting platform in order to ask the 
pPoplc who read the records of this ~ouse 
wh0tlwr tlwv hn·e not more to gam by 
continuing in office the Liberal party than 
bv changincr that parte' for the party oppo­
site. The first plank of the fighting platform 
of the Labour party is the abolition of the 
Lcwislative CounciL \Ye have had that mat­
t"ro debated. Sunposin.:; we carried that 
plank and abolished the other Chamber, 
what would it mean in hard cash to the 
people' \Yill the people gain one penny? 
I think not. And there is a sequence to that 
plank that, having abolished the Legislative 
(;ouncil, we should carr.\ out the initiatiYc 
and referendum-a new idea which has been 
te lkcd of in v-arious parts of the parliamen­
hn--goYcrnnlent world, but it has not been 
put int0 full E'x~1·cise exet•pt in Switz~rlaJ?-d, 
and thns<' who nav-e studJCd the leg1slatJve 
1\'.Jrk of s,,·itzerland must come to the con­
clusion that the initiati.-e and referendum 
h;·n. in their operation, done Y<'ry little good. 
if "ny good at all, for the workNs i and I 
pr0sum'' that hon. members oppos1te con­
h·mplatn the workers only. I feel called 
upon to consider this question because I 
want to know, and every member of this 
House is called upon to know, which is the 
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:be,,t policy for the people of the State-that 
;s. which policy will adYance the financial 
idcrc>b of the State most? Then we go 
on to the next plank, which is financial and 
taxation reform. \\"hat has been shown dur­
ing the couree of this debate to be wrong 
with tlw pre~ent financial system of this 
Statf' ·: Han rnembers opposite have com­
plain:•d tl·at "e are not going in for more 
taxatwn. The v.hole of thf'ir platform means 
n1or(~ taxation, n1ore taxation. If we have 
been able to carrv 011 for manv vears and 
we are 'till able to carry on w!thout i{npos­
iurr fnrt!H'r taxation, why should the people 
he thrPat·•ncd with more taxation? And yet 
that i:-< ,,-hat hon. members opposite threaten 
thi~ ('ountry with in regard to financial re­
fornL Th0y giye nothing in any \vay con­
crete. but simply a general statement: 
"Taxation and reform of financial methods 
in carrying out the government of the 
State.' a :ctatement which carries no intelli­
g-encP to the people who are called upon to 
exercice their vot<'s. The people who exer­
cise their votes from time to time under­
st<tnd that CP_rtain taxation is necessary in 
order to denve revenue for the carrying 
·On of the government, and all hon. members 
opposite say is that there should be some 
change in our financial system. 'What is 
it? What particular change do they refer 
toY Perhaps some bookkeeping, or some 
little accountancy problems that arise from 
time to time in regard to the revenue from 
land. I do not know whether it is of anv 
importan<'e whethe~ we regard the amourit 
receiYed from the sale of land as mere reve­
nue or as parting with our capital. I would 
ruth~r re~ard it in this light, that, when 
partmg with the land, we are placing people 
upon thRt land who are taxable, and who 
will exercise their energies in making the 
land more productiYe. So that, so far as 
this plank of the Labour platform is con­
cerned, there appears to be very little in it 
for thP a<h-antage of the people. Then, 
going furtlwr, we find in the platform men­
tion of a trades dispute Bill. What more 
do "·e want in regard to trades dis: 
putes than the Industrial Peace Act 
vohich this GoYernment passed, and which 
has been instrumental in preventing a great 
amount of industrial trouble in this State 
Those who understand it, and those who ar~ 
endeavouring to nndersbmd it, feel more and 
more that this Industrial Peace ~\ct is in the 

interP,ts of the workers of Queens­
[9 p.m.] land, and the more thev studv it 

. th.e n:ore they put it into opera: 
twn. the less mclmed are they to call for any 
am<,•rdments as are indicated in this plank of 
the, Labour party. Then we have another 
plank--" conciliation and arbitration." Have 
we not 0noug-h of it in our Industrial Peace 
Act, in tlw Federal Arbitration Act and in 
Y':rious otho~ methods, without haYing it here, 
Without h:"Ymg It put" before. tho peon!o in 
oracr to dc2eive them: I thmk there IS no 
nocPssih~ whatever for a plank of this descrip~ 
tion to be placed before the people. But we 
pass on. \Y (' c'lme to something a !itt 1<· 
thing which was useful at the last Federal 
elechon, that is, "pensions for widows and 
orphans.'' Xo'~'. so far a' I have been able 
to undrrR< :r\d, the Liberal partv has alreadY 
du:tlt with orphans and widows, ·has arrano-cd 
for consideration to be extended to theme in 
order th.~,J. th mav liYe comfortablY in order 
that the:v may not"be dragged dO\vr{ to abo­
lute nc,c.Jsity and destitution. \V e have done 
alrrady for widows and for orphans what the 
Labour party tell the people they are anxious 

to do, and I am certain thev cannot go anv 
further in doing for widows· and for orphar!s 
morl' than the Liberal partv han1 done in 
prqmring a liberal scheme ~Jf remuneration 
for those who have the misfortune to bPc•)me 
widows and orphans. But the Liberal party 
r;o further than that, that is, they endea your. 
by their legislation, not only to proYide 
'"> idows and orphans with proper care and 
attention, but they try to prevent wives from 
h<•coming widows, and children from becoming 
orphans. They proYide in connection with 
their supervision of machim•ry that the work 
·hall be carried out in such. a manner that 
the grcutest care will be 0xerciscd by employ­
ers. so that those who arc \Yorking will not 
be Pxposed to great riskR. will not be exposed 
to those risks which will earrv them out of 
existenc·.J and make their wh~C:s and children 
widows and orphans. Then W<' com<' to the 
plank of " State refineries" in this precious 
platform, and I find that tlw LibNals alrcadv 
haY<' advanced a yery great dPgrce in that 
dir<'ction. Katurally, they follow usual busi­
ness methode. Th<'v want to know where 
th<'y are, they want to know whether thev 
are on solid ground and whPtlwr when the\­
ndvance large amot~nts of monc~:, there ,,·iiJ 
lw a proppr -return. Thev do not wish to 
do as other StatE's haye done, arh·ance monev 
recklessly in the building- up of industries 
and setting- up State industries over which 
thP State. has no proper control, and which 
w1ll reqmre from the State a degree of 
control which the State is not in a position 
to exercise. Before I pass awav from that 
plank I would like to refer to w'hat the late 
Premier of New South \Vales has said. He 
regards State industries as having been prac­
tically failures, and he tells the people that 
the:v. must look for~\·ard to thecc enterprises 
as likely to be failurc:s for a considerable 
time. Then we come to pure foods. \Vhat 
can hon. members opposite offer to do more 
than the Liberal party have done in regard 
to pure foods? I have not heard one idea 
put forward by them which would show that 
they have a better id<>a of pure food adminis­
tration than that which is carried out by the 
Liberal Administration. Then we come. to a 
yery important plank of their platform, the 
stoppage of land sales. It appears to m<> 
that this is a very very old plank, very 
m_rtrquated. It starts almost with the begin­
mngs of politics in Australia, and yet nothing 
has been done, In New South \Vales one 
Minister had to be sacri!ir-.'d because he 
buliPverl that it should be carried out. :::-;-o 
further sales of Crown land, but the building 
up of the leasehold s>stem which runs abso­
lutely contrarily to ·huma'n nature, to the 
human instinct, contrarv to the desires of 
those who r0quire that when thPY have land 
that land should bo th<•ir own. m1d that thev 
shall. not pay, year after year, rent, without 
n~· Idea of owr bccominc- thPir own land­

lords ! The idea of thP Liberal partv is that 
men, when they start out to acquire land, 
"hull .have before them the prospect of 
becommp: thmr own landlords. Then ther'' 
is something in tho Labour platforr'n with 
regard to the \Yorkers' Compensation Act. 
'flw Liberal party h1:.J alread.'· p&ssed a num­
ber of amendments which have brmwht the 
C'ompr nsation Act up as far as it o~ght to 
vo in regard to doing justice to those whu 
are en:;al!rd in industrial employment which 
inYoh r'"' (hng0r, and ,,~p do not h;:-"rtr from 
those who are engaged in th,cse works any 
<'Teat complaint of its operation. And I am 
certain of this: that if any complaints were put 
fon,·ard by the people who are immediately 

M1·. Crawford.] 
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concerned, the Liberal Government would 
immediately attend to it. Coming further in 
their planl{s, we find the " nationalisation of 
hospitals "-certainly a very good iciea, and 
one which will be brought about, one which 
will be considerDd, I believe, next year when 
tho Liberal party are returned to power-the 
consideration of all that regards hospitals, 
placing them upon a different basir" in regard 
to sustentation, in regard to subsidy, in regard 
to the general ground work. Han. members 
c•pposit<• have that upon their own platform as 
if it were "' monopoly of their own. I would 
like to ask them, I would like them to 
consider-and probably I will ask them to 
consider when we come into details--how thev 
will deal with the l.argc and useful institution 
upon tho other side of the river, whether 
the:v will nationalise that, and upon what 
bsis' Then we huve the plank dealing with 
"local goYornment reform." I pr<'sume this 
is for tho purposr• of gdting riel of those 
people whom the hon. member for HerbPrt 
r<'gardod as old fossils. So far as the last 
and twelfth plank of that platform is 
concerned, "State insuranc0," I feel sure 
that the Liberal party is advancing in 
tlw proper direction. It is advancing 
cautiously, it is adyancing as' a GoYern~ 
mc'nt should advance in considering so great 
a problem. which caused so much trouble 
in the old country bdore they put before 
the H ousc a scheme' dealing with it. 
Now, with reg·ard to unemployment. At the 
bPginning of the war I was considerably 
('Xen ised in mv rnlnd as to~ '\Vha.t would 
J,appen d Mount Mor",an, knowing that 
the market for copper was being shut off: 
~:nt! I asked some que,tions in the House and 
I!ladC' inquiries priYate1y to as{'ertain what 
could be dom' to save ;yrount Morgan from 
: bsolutc di,astc>r. Although the people of 
:Mount ;\lorgun do not vet know what has 
l con done, and ulthongh' at the last Federal 
<'leetion they did not take my adyice. ;·ct 
the great numb<•r of thPrn were \"cry pleased 
to !wJw!it bv tho results of the influence 
whieh thr Liberal part~' now in power were 
able to exercise on their bt•half, so that the 
mine was not stopped, but their occupation 
"as rontinue-d and their vvages 'vere regularly 
1'(-r;eiYcd, and a grca~ disaster "\Yas a YcrtP..J. 
! know that tho L1berul Government has 
dc·alt \"ery practically with other parts of 
this State with regard to unemployment 
However much people may say the Govern­
ment has done nothing, this Government 
i'; not in the habit of advertising what it 
doc<, but it has ut all times hud in mind 
"hat wa' required in the various purts of 
the State in regard to unemployment, and 
has exercised itself to tht utmost to prevent 
the results of that unemployment becoming 
serious. In New South \Vales Mr. Holman 
assured the people of sympathetic con,,iclera­
tion. " Sympathetic consideration" is a very 
fine phra'se, but what the people want is 
something more practical, and what have 
thev got more practical than s,·mputhetic 
consideration? Previous speakers have said, 
"£1 7s. "'week." The leader of the Opposi­
tion said that that meant 9s. a, day. Well, 
you can spread it out, if you like, and ex­
plain it away, but it simply meuns £1 7s. 
a week. And that is what is being offered 
bv a Labour Gove.rnment. You do not find 
any such offer being made by our Liberal 
Government. They are able to carry on, 
and ure more conspicuonsly successful than 
any other Government in Australia. The 
wur is not wholly at the root of the trouble 
in New South Wales and the other States. 

[Mr. fJrawford. 

Before the war was rumoured, industriaf 
trouble-umemployed trouble- wus thre'!-tening: 
in New South i\~ales, \Vestern Au>traha, and 
Tasmania; and they are reaping t~w bene­
fit of their Labour Governments m those 
States. whilet the people of Queensland are 
deriving real concrete benefits from the fact 
that they are governed by a Liberdl Ministry. 
One thing has been shown by the present 
progress of affairs, and that i, that Labour 
Ministries are not altogether abon' the pos­
sibilitiPs of committing mistakes. In \\'estern 
.\ustralia it has been shown that they are 
Pot s.o giftt•d in carrying on adrninistrution 
-~that the moment they get into ]lO\Yer all 
troubl('S cease and all V\,.OlTies are Pnde.d. 
It appears to me that so soon as Labour 
took the holm of affairs in \Vestern Atl'trdia 
('lllploYnicnt began to bo in trouhlf'. and that 
troubl~, hao continued until the prP'<'n: time, 
and will continuo until the :\linistry goes 
out of office again and a Liberal :Vlini,try i& 
return<'d to pO\H'r whic-h knows how to c-arry 
on the goyernment of the rountl" . The 
people of \\~estern Austmlia are ah·eady 
looking in that direction. And whr n we 
come to Broken Hill-the most anarchical 
plac!' in Australia-we find that a n•solution 
ha'> lwen carric·d calling-not upon a Labour 
Con•rmnent to do things-but calling upon 
a La hour Govc:rnlHent to g'( f_ out of tlw v ay 
so that a Liberal GovPrnriwnt ' an do ~onle­
thing for the benefit of that important part 
cf Xew South \Yale<. And in Tasnvnia. \Yhut 
is before the peoplE'? Xothing very pros-
1 prou~. nnlcss you rPgard taxation U"-· pros­
perity. Taxation is threatened in eYPry State 
that is under the dominance of a Labour 
QoyprnrnPnt. and, ·wcrP 'YP in QuOL'llSland 
nndcr thP don1inancc of a Labour Govern­
nwnt, nothing would be more <'Prtain than 
that. the taxation, which we alread;- feel to 
b( quito f:l'Y<'re enough, ,...-ould be increa·s\d 
in intensitv. It has been demonstratl'd m 
P':erv part of thl' C'ommomve>alth that La­
hnm: Gon•rnments are not bt'vond the possi., 
loility of rnaking mistakP-;. tind thP people 
nre begiuning to rt'alise it. 'rhe people~ 
if I uwv lbP tho tcrn1-- arp .. taking a 
tumble" "to the fact that Labour Gn·,·ern­
nlents are not so -wise as the\· wc-r0 expPcted 
tc' be-not ,o wise as they \vere thought to 
Lc-ancl that dis~'<ters can happ"n under a 
Labour Government just as they may happen 
- but infrequently happon-undE'r a Libeml 
Government. I n'otc that the present hC'ail of 
the Commomvea:th Government, Mr. Fisher, 
i·' ealling all the Premiers together before he 
dl'liwrs his Finaneial Statement. \Vh~, '? In 
order that he may gain from them good 
ideas, and he will be able to put those idE'as 
before the Federal Parlium<:'nt; and. if those 
ideas eventuate in prosperity. he will _daim 
>:!] the benefit, and all the benefit \nll be 
credited to him. But, if anything othe_rwisc 
should eventuate, then ull the blarac "Ill be 
placed on those who were in confen•nce with 
him. It is worth while considering, too, that 
<luring tlw last three years-dismissing for 
tho moment the time in which ~lr. C'ook "as 
ir> possession of the rPins of office,~:\Ir. 
Fisher \\as the Prime Minister of the Com­
momvcalth. Can anv hon. member opposite 
sav that the cost of living has in any way 
decreased 1 Can he "a v that the workers in 
:•n7 way received an a,dvantage? From the 
information 'vhieh has come to me, it would 
be verv difficult for hon. members opposite, 
vcho a1;e the supporters of the Commonwealth 
Labour Government, to prove that the 
v.'orkE'rs of the State have derived anv ad­
vantage from the possession of Oommom,:ealth 
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office by a Labour Ministry. This fact has 
io be l'h'ognised, and we might as well ac­
commodate ourselves to it: that the Federal 
Labour party. as a party, has ended. The 
Fed0ra\ Labour party got into office by nwans 
of the mfluencc exerted by the greatest capi­
talistic organ in Australia-the Melbourne 
"Agt ." (Hnr, hun:) The Federal Labour 
party consisbl, not of direct workers, or of 
per~ons who han.~ conH' straight out frou1 
manna! toil. but of squatters and of large 
.::han·huhlPr~ in Yarious concerns-probably 
i1 1 tlw Trann"'ay:;; Cmupany here in BrisbanE'­
,;:1nd in Yariou~ other ways possessors of divi­
dend~. ~o that no longer can thP Federal 
l'ommmP , dth Labour party claim to be a 
rPal direr t Labour party. 

The bell indicated that the hon. nwmbcr's 
tin1r had Xl>irl·d. 

::VIr. HA::VIILTO:\T (Gregory): I had not 
intended speaking in this debate until I heard 
some of the speeches delivered by members 
on til<' other side, notablv that of the Hon. 
till' :-it r····,rv for Public· Lands and one or 
hYo uth· , .. ·As far as the la,-t opt ~ker i·J 
concenH'rl. :!C' has tried to belittle the Labour 
pi ,Jrnt am! the Labour party in p<trticular, 
but that nmy be disconntNl "·hen \Yl' n•nw1n~ 
ber that he· once was, or professed to be, a 
Labour member himself, and got into Par­
liament on the should0rs of Labour. He 
said that members on this side were paying 
more attention to those who sent them here 
than they we1'e to the dangers which 
threatened the Empire, and he questioned 
the lo:calt.r of members on this side. I 
think that members on this side are just as 
loyal as members on the other side. I do 
not accuse any member of this House on 
either side of 'being disloyal.. I think that 
all members are with the Empire in the 
prcseLt trouble, and I dare sav that everv 
member i, quite willing to do his part as fa·r 
as fiLa nc,•s will allo·x. and othen••ise if it 
beconH'c' necessarY. With these few words 
I shall dismiss the last speaker. Just before 
the ::VIiniste1: for Lands sat down, the per­
spnabon fan·ly rolled off him when he was 
informing the House of the Liberal measures 
that had been brought in by the Liberal 
Gm·emmcnt; in fact, he took all the credit 
for the good legislation which was on the 
etatntt·-book '!s haYing bc<'n brought in b:>· 
the pr< wnt L1b0ral Gon•rnment. and himself 
in rarticubr. He quoted the \Vorkcrs' Com­
pensahnn Act. and I interjected: " \Vhat 
sidr> C'f Hw HonsP V\'cro vou on when that Act 
was l·ronght in . " HP · ",'1id, "I was sitting 
on thi,, silb." I w ;_nt to inform the I-Ious'e 
that h·• wa in Oppc··ition at the time it was 
introclw,•rl b:> tho hon. member for Ips,,-ich. 
Th<' Ult'Hlh•r_., on that sidf~ \\r-rp trvinr.r to 
<'llHl~r:''_tia-1(' thP nHla~ure. ~ ~ 

Jion. R. PHILP: The measure wa brought 
in on thi' side of the House. 

:\Ir. HA::\IILTON: The measure was first 
introduc· l in this House by Mr. Fisher, who 
is now the Prime Minist<>r of Australia the 
rear before he went into the Federal 'Par­
lianwnt \Yhen hB went into the Federal 
Honse, the matter was taken up by Yrr. 
Ryland. and the following year the then 
Attornc_,·-General, Sir Arthur Rutledge, pro· 
mieed to introduce a measure. It was not a 
very u;o-to-date measure, and it was one of 
those me •.sLues whir h. when the coalition 
GoYf·rnnl,'I)t r 1!11 1:' into pO\YPr, thP Labour 
part:>· ,;-~10 then supported the coalition asked 
for c s thP price of their support of the Go­
Yernm· .1t. and the Act was introduced by the 

present Minister for Education, the hon. mem­
ber for Ipswich. During the passage of the 
measure, the hon. member for Cunningham 
brought in an amendment to prevent the 
application of the measure to anyone who was 
engagvd in agriculture, horticulture, or pas­
toral pursuits. He wanted it confined to a 
limited few, but I am pleased to say his 
amendment was defeated, and that it applies 
pretty well to all worker.. The Minister for 
Lands '·aid he was sitting on the Government 
sidc of the HousP. 

Hon. R. PHILP: So he was. 

::VIc. HAMILTO::'-J: l\ot at tho time when 
the Bill was brought in by the member for 
I1,swich. He was a supporter of the hon. 
llll>mbcr .. Tho hon. member for Cunningham 
mowd h1s amendment. and those who Yot<>d 
fot· it werc-Mr. Cameron, ::VIr. Cribb, .:\Ir. 
Forrest, :VIr. Fox, ~Jr. Grayson, Mr. Keogh, 
~\lr. P. J. L rr.hy. ::VIr. Mackintosh, ::VIr. 
O'Keefe, ::\lr. Spencer, ::VIr. Stodart. and ::\Ir. 
Tolmie. Tho'e \\·ere the members ho 
war:tcd to exempt all the employees in 
agncultural, hortJcultural, and pastoral in­
uustrir" frorn tho rneasure. I do not think 
that the Secrotarv for Public Lands is en­
titled to take anv credit for the assistance 
which lw gave to ~the lJa~sagc of the rneasuro 
through the House. Further on, the hon. mem-
1"'~' for Cunningbam introduced another 
a.lllL'nchnent reducing the arnount to £150. It 
was lllOYed on a pr('vious arnendtuent intro­
duced by ::\lr. Ryland that the amount be in­
crcas"'l to £200, and those ''"ho ,-oted against 
}Ir. Ryland's amendm,•nt "ere-?vlcssrs. 
Barnt s., Cam(•ron, Cribb, Forsyth, Fox, Han~ 
ran, 0 K0de, PagPt, Paul, Petrie, Philp, 
Somerset, Stodart, and :\1r. Tolmil' a~ain. \Ve 
!war the Secretary for Public Lands trying to 
take a lot of credit to hi·melf for the assist­
ance which he g:lve to the Liberal Govern­
mont for tbe passage of tint mca·mre throuo-h 
the House, bu<; he is trying to take credit 
for something which he is not entitled to. 
The hon. member for :\Iirani. wlwn he n-ets 
np. gonNally has a tilt at ·preference "for 
unionist.";, thP rural "~-orker,,' log, the 
n1arriage tie, or SOl.tiething of that sort. lie 
made* rE. ference again to preference to 
unionioL<. The Liberals at the last Federal 
election n1adC' that one of the issuC>s of the 
0lc ·tion, and th0y were badly beaten on it, a.nd 
the Fisher Government '"as returned on that 
io··UC', and yet the Libera:s keep on r0surrect­
mg the matter on eYory occ~sion. The hon. 
nF'IHher for 3Iirani sa.id that mcn1bers of the 
Labour party were sla vcs, boca use thc·y had 
to submit to a !e,-y to support a newsfaper. 
The LibPrals ha-re a good 1nany ne\vspapers 
circularing, not only in the mPtropolitan area 
hnt throughout tho "Country, and it was get­
ling· timo tb 1t the Labour party had a daily 
paper for th<'m'·ch·cs. The Pffort has been 

H'Ce'3ful, and that wa" cyidentlv what hon. 
llJ('IIhPrs optlV,ite do not like.· I remem-
1, r tv:o Dr thrcP ne,,~-,r;apnrs in Bris­
bane which are now extinct. which would 
have died at their birth hac! it not been for 
the .,upport v,iYen to them by the GoYern­
mcnt of the c!a c Tlw " Strcc•t" newspaper 
b::td a !a rge subsidy from the then Govern­
ment. ·when I went out to Birdsville, there 
were copies forwarded on to every station, 
and bundles s'n0ad broadcast. \\'hatever 
newspapers '"e have to subscribe to we have 
to pay for, and we aro quito willing to sLrb­
s.cribc our mite to have our case represented 
fairly and squarely before the pub!i,, which 
m: never had before. The Secretary for 
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Public Lands tried to get a good deal of 
credit for the Liberal party for what they 

are <loing for the children in the 
[9.30 p.m.] bush. He says they are now send-

ing out medical inspectors and 
!'re putting _gauze netting round the openings 
111 the schools, but I do not think the Liberal 
Government are entitled to any credit for 
that, because it tooks months and months of 
agitation in thi-; House and several deputa­
tions to the Minister to get them to take 
action. I think I was the first to move in the 
matter, and I did so at the request of the 
Winton hospital committee, but could not get 
th: GovernJ?ent to. act for a long time. 'I'he 
sh1re counml at W mton got tired of waiting 
for the Government to move in the matter 
and they put gauze netting round the school 
openings at their own expense. Later on the 
Government sent out Dr. Taylor to visit the 
schools in the \Y est, and that gentleman made 
a report to the Government but several of 
his recommendations were no't acted upon so 
that altogether the Government are not 'en­
titled to n:uch credit for the work they have 
done 111 th1s connection. Public opinion forced 
them. to do \vhat they did .. The Secrtary for 
Puluh? l:ands, _when spealnng on preference 
to umomsts, sa1d that the Liberals stood for 
British liberty, for the liberty of each in<li­
vidual to do as he liked. \Yo know what 
British liberty means, and we see the effect 
?f it in Eng_lrinJ to:•day. England i::; engaged 
m a war with a b1g continental nation, and 
there are s~mewhere about 200,000 subjects 
of that natwn m Eno:land at the present 
time. \Yhat brought" tlwm there? The 
ordinary lone of caJlitalists for cheap labour. 
Those nwn al'e not unionist"' and do not -..~"ant 
to JOin unions. English v. orkn1en \Ycro 
hunted abroad simplY becausn 200 000 Ger­
::'Ians were ,,villing to' work for low'er wages 
m England than they could, and that is the 
reason that there is such a large number of 
German subjects in England at the present 
tune. I have been told by a person who tran'ls 
a good deal that they have an association in 
Germany which sends those men to England 
and other countries to take up the positions of 
clerks and engage in other occupations for a 
small wage', and that the association \\hich is 
formed of opitalists in Germany, ~ubsidises 
the ~11~n who. 1.'.'o:rk for those lo'\ wagPs. All 
the m,onn-abon those men ean get not onlv 
about military operations, but ,af,out con!­
m'crcwl enterprise, fresh inventions in the 
getting up of foodstuffs, and ~o on. thev are 
expected to sPnd to tlw association \vhich 
subsidisos them. \Ye know that a number 
o~ German;; are employed as waiters in 
d1ffeYent parts of England, because they are 
cheaper them Englishmen. 

Hon. R. PHILP: vV aiters do not get wages 
at all; they only get tips. 

Mr. I-L\1:IILTON: Their wages are made 
up by the association in Germany. 

Mr. B. H. CORSER: What is the name of 
the a<;;SO('iation? 

":\1r. _IL'\:\IILTO::'\: It is a big association 
o. eel p1tahsts. 

:\I r. B. H, CO REiER : What do they call it 1 
:\Ir. HA:'\TILTON: I am unable to speak 

German, and I cannot tell the hon. member 
what they call it. It has been said bv vari­
ous speakers that there has been no CJ:iticism 
of the Financial Statement from this side of 
the House, and B, good deal of laudation 
has been given to the Government for the 
Statement which has been presented to the 
Committee I am not going to blame the 
Government in connection with that State-

[.Mr, Hamilton. 

rnent, but will give them a good deal of 
credit for presenting the Statement that has­
been laid before the Committee. But when. 
we come to compare the action of the 
Queensland Government with the action of 
the Governments of other States, we find that 
the comparison is not hvoumble to Queens­
land. \Ye have had good seasons in Queens­
land for a number of years. Though in some 
districts it has been pretty dry,. yet, speaking 
broadly, over the whole of Queensland we 
have had good seasons. In New South 
\Vales and South Australia there has been 
.a terrible drought recently. I had a Iotter 
a short time ago from my brother in New 
South \Vales, in which he says thev have 
never had such a drought in the far western 
part of that State as has been raging there 
this year. Some of the flocks and herds 
ha.-e been wiped right out, and yet the 
Go.-ernment have a credit balance. \Ve 
were told that they had a deficit, but 
I see by the statement made by the 
Treasurer of ::'\ew South Wales the other 
day that they have a surplus of some 
£200,000 or £300,000. A drought is also, 
raging in South Australia. \V e read in the 
ne\v>papers that :Y1r. Kidman has taken the 
stock of farmers and put them on his runs in 
order to enable them to tide over the 
drought. The Labour Government in New 
South \Yales are trying to meet the present 
>ituation hy finding work for the unem­
ployed. They ha-:e some thousands of un­
employed in that State, and the Go.-ernment 
arc d·Jing all they poe"ibly can for them. 
They are also finding seed whed for farmers, 
and encour~ging them to put in a; large 
crops ns possible, and at the• same· time the 
GoYernment themseh-es are putting 40,000 
acr0s under crops in order to enable the 
country to tide over the bad times. Compar­
ing what the.- are doing with what the Go­
ve~'nment of Queensland are doing, I contend 
that our Government can claim Yerv little 
credit for their action. What are they doing 
for the unemployed in Queensland? Nothing 
at all. The Treasurer asked the rouncil of 
the unions to send him any information they 
could supply about tho unemployed, and they 
scnt him a list the other day showing that 
there \Vas over 1,000 unemploy•.d in various 
trade" and industries, and I b0lieYe they haYe· 
not even rcroived an acknowlcdgnwnt of their 
<·ommunic2tion. I have a big petition from 
·winton, signed by ovH 100 business people 
and others. asking the GovNnment to carry 
out their promise and start the raihvay there 
in order to give employment to the unem­
ployed. Some little time ago I asked a 
question on this subject in the House. and 
ih0 ansy·er I re<·~ivcd was that the Govern­
ment vn·re going to start the work a·, soon 
as possible, and ,.:·ere marshalling the plant 
there. If the Gm·crnment reallv desire to 
assist the unemployed, wh1t they ought to 
do is to start some of the railwa vs that 
haYP been passed by Parliament, c'nc! the 
one I speak of in particular. It is one of 
thr~ raih,~ays which \1.~as pas~"'d undC'r the 
Act of 1910, and it was passed with a gnat 
£,nuish nf trnmp('t~ a· part of thP f!l't:>at rail· 
v:av policv of the Kirlstor, Govt.:rnment, 
whom mcrnbcrs opposite then supportul. \Ve 
wore told that they wero going to start these 
differPnl lines oimultaneously from Charle­
ville, \Yinton, Blackall, and Cl01wurry. They 
shrtcd the branch from CharlE•villc, but 
though four years have elapsed since. then, 
not one c hovelful of Parth has been removed 
on the line from Winton to Springnk. \Ve 
are told that they have not steel rails for-
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that railway. How is it, then, that they 
have rails for railwavs in other districts 
which have been pass<'d since that railway? 
\Ye are told that tho Government are going 
to come down with another railway policy. 
Wh v ? Bee a use there is another election 
loon1ing. Within a few months after 
Christmas we will be in the throes of an 
election in Queensland. The Government are 
introducing a railway policy so that they 
will be able to say, "Look at the railway 
programme of the Government." Before 
another rn.ilway is passed by this House 
they ought to build the railways that were 
passed in 1910. Let the Government con­
struct the railways that have been passed by 
this House and open up the interior of the 
State. If they want to develop the country 
and make th,, land available for people who 
v ant land, they should run railways out 
there. How many people will be settled on 
tlw land by the construction of the Drayton 
deviation? Kot one additional person. How 
many people will be ··ettled on the land by 
the construction of the via recta? The monev 
that it will cost to build the via recta would 
build railwavs into the 'A'estern districts and 
open up hundreds of thousands of acres of 
land, on which a large number of people 
could settle. The via recta is going to give 
an additional railway to the people who have 
nmY got railways. I do not say that the via. 
recta will not come in time, but the pre­
ec nt time is not opportune. If the IV arwick 
district did not ha •ce a railway, I would 
willing-ly say that we should g-ive them a 
ruihvay. But they have got a railway. \Ve 
have got districts in Queensland which have 
not got a railway at all, and it is only right 
that we should give them a railway, especi­
ally whpn that railway has been passed by 
this House. before we build the via recta. 
The TreasnrPr say;:; in h1~, Staten1ent-

" It will be noticed that under all the 
heads of revenue with the exception of 
mining the estimate was exceeded. The 
railway rt>ceipts, which for the year 1912-
13 showed an increa<e over the estimate 
of £98,752, this year show an increase 
over the estimate of £50,562." 

This is the part which I wish to draw atten­
tion to-

" This will again impress the Com­
mittee of the immense value the railways 
are to the State, and lead to the in­
evitable conclusion that the policy of the 
Liberal party in pushing on with railways 
in Queensland, in a way never befOTo 
attempted. " 

I think that they are quite right in saying 
that they are pushing on with the railways 
in a way never before attempted. There 
are ten men on the Duchess extension, fifteen 
to twenty men on th0 Blackall line, and none 
at all on the \Vinton-Springvale extension; 
and I doubt if they have any at all on the 
Korth Coast line. The Government said at 
tlw beginning of the session that they were 
going to push ahcC<d with a big public works 
policy. including railways and other things, 
in order to !live employment to a number 
of men '"'d to keep the wheels of industry 
going. It was said th:\t it waF better to 
give thE' men work than to dole od charitv, 
and I quite agreE' that it is better to do that. 
But the Gm·emmcnt have a rignt to start 
with the railw:~vcc which have alreadv been 
nas,ecl. Even· one of these railwa, .. ,, in the 
\Ye,tern districts should be pushed on. It 
is tlw railwavs that carrv the ,, ool and 
stoc·k which pay the best. i:f it were not for 

the excellent returns the railwavs receive 
from the pastoral districts, the agricultural 
districts would have to pay higher fares and 
freight'. If the Government want the rail­
ways to pay as they a1;e doing at the pre­
sent time they should complete the railways 
in hand. I have a petition here from the 
people in the Winton district, asking for the 
railway to be constructed to Springvale. 
There are 100 men in \Vinton waiting for this 
railway to start, and they do not know where 
to go to look for work. On account of the 
stringency of the money market many of the 
stations are employing less men and the 
shearing season is drawing to a close. Before 
long there is going to be grE'at distress 
amongst the unemployed if we do not push 
on with some of these railways. The Go­
vernment should not enter into fresh railway 
arrangements until they complete tho 
arrangements they entered into in 1910. The 
:Minister for Lands says he is opening up 
land in tho Boulia dietrict. I know he is 
Ol"'ning up land out there, but what is the 
g·ood of that land to people for sheep-raising 
when it is 200 miles from a railwar. If the 
Government pushed out with the iine from 
\Yinton, it would opc>n hundred, of square 
mill's of good gr;,.zing country. There "·auld 
be plenty of h,,nd uvailable for grazing farn1 
settlement in 20,000-acre blocks, or <'Yen 
up to 60,000. There is a lot of land 
resumable there, and it only wants railway 
communication to be taken up and selected. 
After four vears the Government have 
done nothing' to extend the railway west 
from \Yinton. :My opponent brought it up 
agaimt me during the election campaign that 
I voted against that railway. I did vote 
al!ainst it because the peopl' in that district 
did not 'have an opportunity of saying 
whether they approved of the raihH.y or not. 
They were not allowed to vote on the ques­
tion the same as the people in other districts 
"rP where thev have to !'uarantee th<' lin<'. and 
I ronsider they shoul<l'have had that right. 
The shire council in Boulia are waiting to 
find out where the terminus of that line is 
going to hE'. They are not coming to the 
Treasurer for a loan, because the:· have got 
the money themselves, bnt thev want to 
know where the terminus is going to b' . 
so that thev 1 an sink sub-artesian bores, and 
OJWn up tiw road to tho rai]v. a:• tcrminuc 
I have asked the Minister for Railways, 
and he does not know. He says that he has 
got a surveyor out there, and he has not 
received any information from the surveyor 
as to where the terminus of the line is going 
to be. I hope it is not going to be at Sulie­
man. If that line is built into the na ~toral 
districts it will return a good rewm!e to the 
Government. The Treasurer predicts that 
there will be a small surplus of £ L 000, and 
he states that he has not got to arriYe at that 
surplus by imposing fresh taxatio·1, as ::'.11'. 
Holman has done. 

Thc TREASFRER: I did not '·ay any such 
thing. 

::'.Ir. IIAMILTOJ'\: WE'll, a number of 
hon. member" on that side ha;-e sai<1 so. In 
fart, it has been more of a critici'm of Mr. 
Holman than a criticiem of the bon. gE'ntle­
man. Whatever Mr. Holman did in the 
matter of putting a tax on the public ser­
;-ants, he did it openly, but the Treasur<;r 
and this GoYernment put a tax on the public 
-.erYants here under coYer. Thcy sa;· that 
tltcv arc not going to giYe the pnblic sen·ads 
th .. automatic increases they arc C'ntJt]Pd to 
under the agrePn1ent the"t cnt0rPcl into w~1cn 

Jf1·. Hamilton.] 
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they joined the service. So far as the 
pnbli<i servants in the higher grade are con­
cerned, I am with the Government all the 
time. The time is not opportune for increas­
ing their salaries at .all. But it is different 
with the lower paid public servants, who have 
been looking forward to their automatic 
increase at the end of the year. I know 
one young girl who has been ,a teacher for 
h.-elve months. She is getting 9s. 6d. a 
week, and she was looking forward to her 
automatic increase, \¥hiPh would bring her 
up to 15s. a week. But all these increases 
are denied the teachers. Is not refusing 
them tlwir automatic increases putting a 
special ta"': on thcn1 to tho sa.n1G a1nount '[ 
\Y e find that in nnny instances the highly 
paid public senants are getting increases in 
their salaries. The Treasurer wants to 
make out that that is not the case; but I 
ha n• been looking through the Estimates, 
anrl I cnn pick out quite a number of men 
gettin;r £500 and £600 a year who are 
gctt=ng incn'ascs of £50 each. 

The PRE)!IER: Xot since July. 
Mr. HA~HLTOX: These increases were 

not )H'o\·ided on the last year's Estimates. 
The Go.-ornmont is granting these increases 
by E,ecutinl minute, and that is wrong. It 
is te kin~ away one of the functions of this 
House. Tho increases should he granted hon', 
nncl not hv thn Governn1L·nt bv ExPcntiY(' 
n1innte. Tl1e Snn·rvor-Gf'll<'ra1· is ~clo\Yn for an 
inrn•a :p of £50 oYc\· \dL~,t h. got hst yctr. 

The PRE;II!ER: Th;,.t is, sinPe the 1st 
January. 

:Mr. IL-\~IILT0:'-1: TlH'n it should not have 
been done by Executive minute. \Ye find 
t~1at the 

1 
polic\ 1nagistra~e, the visiting jus­

tiC<' to St. He <'ll1. and the l'om,1trollor of 
Prison-> han_• all ;. __ .,.z·eivcd large -increases; 
and u:o.- r o£ thbn are ah·cacly g·etting above 
£6JO a vPar. If tlwro is anvone >·. ho should 
rrcPiY•' !he· auton1atic incre~ses thov are en­
titled to it is tho poor unfortunate· deyils in 
tlw ~en-i·ce who arc getting- under £100 a 
year. and some of the pupil-teachers getting 
9s. or lOs. a week. YC't the Go.-Prnmpnt, in 
Ol'di ,. to give inPreases to the highly paid 
servnnt:-,. ur0 rPfu'ling the autmnatlc incl'Pases 
to the lower grac~Pf' in the ,,_,rYi~c. ThBt is 
uot a fair thing ~t all. and if nwmlwr,-. are 
s\·mpathctic with the public srl'Yice they 
:;;hon]d ch:mand that tlHFO in the 1o\Y{}r gradc-i 
Rlwu!d rc.._·oi' c' t}wir nLtonu1.tic inrrPases, find 
thP'.' .-:.hould al;-:oo say tha"-. those ·who are 
.alr~ady rPceiYing £300 a year and OT0r 
shon]d wait a further h''Ph'0 months before 
getting an incr,~·1se in th-eir salario\. Thc~n, 
again, the Trea"u!'t'r l;(ays he. is not cutting 
down the hospital Yotc. I <ty he hrts 
arrang't•cl to get a EJurplus hy ~utting dov;n 
the hosnihl Yote. Tho Treasurer f'a\'S hP 
ill! 'nrb 'to g·iye the hoepitals £2 for 'everv 
£1 onh".cribed. hut we know the Go.-prmner{t 
arc cutting down the suhsidv to the unfor­
tunate Blind. DP.tf, and D,',mb Institution 
to lC.L in the £1 and they are also mtting 
down t~'P n•nbu1ancc sub,.idy. 

The l'nE~'IER: Tlw ambulancPs are m 
affiuont <"'il'~umstancrs. 

Mr. IIA~(ILTO~: :'\[':ny country ambu­
lanef' 1n·Jga(_tos rt!'P. rot In r-dfluent circun1-
,,fances. and it i-; IYrong to reduce tho 
subsich·. Thnt is the wav the Gm·ernmont 
inten :( financin<4 the Shte' instr:Jd of coming 
down a~:i sa;>·ing:. "vYe require udditional 
revenuE v.-p a-re not goinp- to take the aut-o­
matic increa~es from the public sen ants who 
ah:l 0nl.y g0"tting stnall salarie:-. \Ye are not 
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going to cut down the hospital vote or the 
vote for tlh' blind, deaf, and dumb and the 
vote for ambulance briga,des, but we are 
going to put h·esh taxation on those 
shoulders best able to bear it." There are 
anv amount of sources of taxation without 
going in for retrenchment of this kind. A 
retrcn-ch,nent scherne in tin1es of drought 
may he justified if othe1· sources of taxation 
were exhausted, but it iR not justifired at the 
pr<•scnt tim<>. If tho GoYernment rose to 
the occasion, a-= tlwy are doing in the other 
l::Jtat<oc, they would put on a S[JPcial tax in 
orclPr to meet the situation that is likelv to 
.arise, through no fault of th.c Go.-ermncnt, 
llllt throurrh the war. If thev came do>: n 
and put a special tax on those who are 
be· t ,;_\:>le tD brar it thev \Yotdd be showjng 
far mol'<~ statcsm.Jnshi;,. Does the hon. 
g-t~ntlt man deny that lH~ is incrca£ing the 
salaries of already highly paid officials in 
the sPrvice ? 

The PRE~IIEI. : Yes. 
::\lr. IL\~IILTOX: Then whv on earth are 

lncn:as:>s l>rovidecl in the }>:tlinatC'S? 
Thu PRE}IIER: v\'c ,]jd that la,t year. 
N!r. HA::\1ILTON: By Executive minute. 

The House is the proper authority to in­
cre"se those salari,s, and, if the House did 
its duty. it would refuse to give those in­
ci·ea,~es at the prc,ent time. If the Govern­
rnont. '·_tnt to give in-cr-east"' to public ser~ 
.-ant '• let them put those incn'oscs on the 
E-,.-'imatt'S and ll{)t do it ll~ Exc,~utivc zninute. 

Th" l'HE}l!ER: That has been done from 
ti1ne im lll('lllorial. 

:\h. IL\~IILTOX: It is not a proper 
thing h clo, ar:,d I have never known it to 
1><' dmw. It might be that whon there are 
reaJju--: _.~,•ntc. like thrrc \Ya, in the Lands 
Department. one or two individuals might 
recBiYe hig·her ~alary L0causo a IllC'nher of 
th: ,,,n·icc has pae-l>Pcl out through death, 
1Jut in connt~cti:nl \\'ith 111anv of these in­
crc'a"·· th<'l'P \Vas nothing of tfwt kind at all. 
Tlu~ GoYI'l'UlD _ nt have dotH' an irr('g-nl,~r thing 
and <' ·.-I·nug thing iu n1i~in~ tlw salariPs of 
r>ub1ic :'1'Yanti3 by Exec:ltivc lUinute. 

Th, PHL:IEH: The Iluusc nePd not pass 
them. 
~h. liA~IILTO~: Tho Honse is a,ked 

tu pass thPm now, LJ:lt they ha.-c been draw­
il·,;~ the inen~a:-:cs for .·con'lC tinH'. Suppose 
the liuuse l'l'fu -es to pa::-, thosP increa..scs 
llOW, ',,}1-lt '•OU~J be tl0, COllE-W;UCllCC'S? 

Th" FRE~IIEH: TL'Y v. ould get tLe lesser 
aLlO--__l.llt. 

~.lr. IL\:\IILT0:'-1: The hon. gentleman 
kno\\"b it i~ not a pro1}er thing to do_ \Yhen 
tk• drought wa· on, the hon. gentleman 
ltirn'~t'lf cu1ne down IYith ;t rctrC'llchmcnt 
· :ohr'JIL' and tht• IIou-{) pa~;;;ed it. There was 
'J'~1Pthin? f''raightforY\ arcl in that. but the 

wav thi., GoYermnent intend to finance the 
St · :-or t\18 next twelYe months. in order 
to a surplus, does llDt shO\V c;ta.te-Slllall­

,hip at .: JL There hao been a good deal of 
c~·iti-C': ·111 hv tho hon. rnemher for Bo\Yen 
, ncl tlw hoi1. member for JHurrnmba about 
tlH' Labour party's polic on the land ques­
tion. Tlwv haw staL cl that the Labour 
nartv want to tax the farmer hv mPans of a 
lancf tax. and when it ''"s poii;ted out that 
prDvi io11 \' :1s n"'"lde that i:i a fanner pays 
thP land t1.x or ~ncornc tax. the lr-sscr \VfiS 
dt•{1u-ctpd fro1n tho UTPat01', \YP ,,,erE' 1net 1--:rith 
the- answer that th~ farmers rlo not pay in­
come tax. All I can >ay i' that tney are very 
lucky indiYiduals. and they must be very 
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good bookkeepers if they do not pay 
mco.Hc t:lx. Then they sa:. that the policy 

<.>f ha'· not been endorsed. \Vhcn 
thP\' >ay the leasehold policy of the 
La!Jour party has not been endorsed, or is 
not po;miar, all I can ,a • is that all our 
paRt<:r~Ll lands and all ou1· grazinO' farrns are 
he!J nnclcr lc.:csehold, and we kno~ that there 
is jnbt as much 1110noy spent on grazing 
farms undPr lease hold tenure~with perhaps 
a lea>e of not more than twenty years or 
b\ cnt:;·-e1ght year6-as there is 8pent on im­
[>rovements vYhen the land is held as freehold, 
V\' G !mow very well that in the past, vvhat 
ha,., beGll tlw ruin Df trh:tny pastoralists in 
Quc•"nsland has been tho land hunger and 
trying to make fro<!hold instead of spo~ding 
the moue:: they had in cleveloping the lease­
hold [JOrtion of their lwldings, That land 
huug~._·r LH ong;ht 111any of tlw'in to the vvall. 
\V c know that under the leasehold ten nrc, 
whatever ctpital a. man hac, it <'~n be used 
in making improYelnents aud dev-elopinO' the 
laud. Another thing i" thio: Why shouhl 
not t1,~ ~;.r:.te get back in a land tax the 
Yah<'~• that the ;:)tate creates? Take a free­
hold of 20,0CO acres 1W miles from <t rail­
wav: it. \Yould be worth verv little without 
raihYa:~ conllnunication, but i'i-nn1ediately the 
Clon•Jwnpnt build a railway or other public 
work:-;, such as irrigation \Vorks~ in close 
proximity to that property, that land goes 
up two or three times in value. Is it not 
right tiwt the Government should get back 
~om? of that uucarn( d inf'r0ment brought 
about by tlw c·xpc•tHiiture of public money'! 
Tt is "l principle that this partv beliews in, 
It i, a principle that this partv: if PYCr tht•v 
g·et on rhP Treasurv benches.' \vill trv an~l 
hring ahout. Althot;gh provision is nHld{' in 
our laud la"' for it, the Government have 
TIC'Yer g·iv0n the leasehold tenure a chancP. 
I took tl]l tlw Dircdorv of Lands to-dav and 
I find that only one t)iece right away 'out~ 
n, u~el<)~s piec.P of countrY~has been offprpd 
t<. sdt>ct:on with the o'ption of perpetual 
leas,• or frf'l'l10ld. They never attempted to 
sep wlwtkr the people would take up land 
umll'r th•• perpetual lease svstem. If the 
grazing farnv•rs in Queenslar!d had to buv 
that lam! as freehold for grazing farms ver'· 
fpw of them would have any grazing farrr{, 
and I v-c:1turc to say that not on<' of them, 
if he ~·ets a good leaRchoJd is anxious to 
turn it into freehold. ' 

The l'RE:IIIER: \Voukl vou advocate per­
petual leases in connection with grazing 
far:~l')? 

:\Ir. HA:!\IILTON: No, I would not be­
ra_nse whet is a small grazing farm t~-day 
m~g·ht llP a very large portion twenty-five or 
tlnrty years hence, The hon, member knows 

the difficultv his GoYernment 
[10 p.m.] have had in, getting land avail-

ablE>, simply became the Act of 
1902 tied up the land for fortv years. I 
am not blamin<s the Government so much 
as I blame the Act of 1902. I and other hon. 
members pointt>d out the danger at that time 
and we f.hov•·ed what was likely to occur and 
it has all conu~ tr:te. J 

lion. R PHILP: It saved the industry. 

:!\I~. HJ.:\IJLTON: It did not save the in­
dustry, The good seasons came immediately 
aften' ards. and the industrv would have 
been ea ved whether they got 'those leases or 
not, I am not one of those who think that 
you ;;hould not give a man a fair tenure 
when he is going on grazing land; but I say 
that when you grve a lea;;e of forty years 

in a young country like Queensland, where 
we are building our rail wa;c •·, you are doing 
the country an injury, and I say that we did 
tho country an injury by passing that Act_ 
Tho Minister for Lands has said that more 
I and has been opened for selection this year 
than in the previous year, and he has said 
time after time in this House, last year as 
well as this year, that the Government are 
opening every bit of land available. Now, 
I called for a return this session, and it was 
printed and circulated, and if hon, members 
will look at it they will find th~t notice of 
resumptions which were due in 1903 are only 
being given at the present time, Some of 
the notices have been given this year, and 
some were given last year, but they have 
bef'n due, many of them, since 1903 and 1904. 
And yet the demand is, and has been, such 
for a grazing farm that when an~T land that 
is any good is thrown open in the \Ve"t, there 
arc as many as 150 or 160 applicants for it. 
The Gcrn!l'lll11Pnt haYL' had power to restune 
that Janel, ancl th<ev haYe not done so, 

Hon. R PHILP: Why did not your Go­
yc•rntLunt do it'! 

Mr. HA:\liLTO~: \Ye were not the Go­
Yernment. The han. member knows that very 
>YelL \V·J had to k0ep a half-and-half party 
in power in order to keep the hon. member 
ouL (Laughter.) 

Hon. R. PHILP : You cut off your nose to 
spite your face. 

:\Ir. IIA:\IILTO:"J: We got all we could. 
iYe got what we never got before. \Ve got 
universal franchise, and we got what we had 
been ach·ocating for years~old age pensions_ 
\Y e could never get the Govemment of the 
hon. member, or any other Government, to 
introduce that until the Commonwealth Go­
vernment came along and were going to in­
troduce it, and then they brought it in. \V e 
were not going to sit behind that crowd and 
kN'Jl them in power without getting some­
thing in return, and, therefore, certain mea­
srucs were demanded and obtained, and yet 
the hon. members opposite wants to take all 
the credit, ju;.t as the hon. member wants 
to take all the credit for the passing of the 
\Yorker,' Compen.•.ation Act, whereas "Han­
sard" sho,·.·· that they opposed it for all 
they were worth, and tried to emasculate it. 
So far as rr1ining i13 concerned, an impression 
has be0n created that the State GoYernment 
< 1'(' financjng tlw 1-Icunpdcn-Cloncurry Corn­
pany, I wa'J under the imprc,sion that the 
GovcrnmE'nt had done that in order to keep 
th£' wherls of ind _utry going round: but now 
I find that it is the Com1nomnalth Bank 

The PREMIER: It is a joint affair. 

::Yh-. HAMIL TO:\; : Th<e hon, member knows 
yery well that the bank has been advancing 
money against their ore, but we also know 
ver:. well that very few hon. memb0rs oppo­
site have eYell a good word to say for the 
bank at alL Th•1 bank, in the pr0sent crisis, 
ha ·don!' a lot of good. It is keeping 
about 1,000 men emplo:-·ed in that district, 
whereas, if vou had left thPm to the StatE\ 
Government,' they would probably be out of 
work altogether. \Ve know that there are 
Inanv n1Pn on Rmall f:hows to whon1 t.hc Go­
verr1ment could hnvL advanced money to 
keep them going. But they say, "No, we 
will let you off tho necessity of having a 
1niner's right, or v;re will give you rations.' 1 

I say that it would be better to ·give them 
even a very little for their ore to keep them 
in work than dole out ch<trit>·. This Govern­
ment arc doing Ycry little,· and if they do 

ifh·. Hamilton.] 
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not bestir themselves thev are o·oing to have 
a large number of unm'nployed in Queens­
land. It is aJl 'cry well for the Treasurer 
to >-ay that they are doing everything they 
can to keep th2 wheels of industry going 
round; it is all vcrv well for the Treasurer 
to ask the secretarie; of the unions to let him 
know exactly ho·-v many men are out of work. 

The TREASURER ; I did not do that. 
:ur. HAMIL'l'ON: The suggestion wa~ 

made and the hon. member accepted it. Why 
does he not try to e.mehorate.·tlhc···e condi-ti'ons? 
I kno:v that thor: are 100_ m<;n unemployed in 
?TIC little t_own m my distriCt alone, and it 
IS nearly time for the Government to bestir 
themselves and do something to prevent the 
unemployed from getting more numerous 
~han. th_ey. are. I,£ this House does its duty, 
It Will msiSt on tne Government givin~ these 
unfortunate lower paid public servant~ their 
increases, and if f':rther ,revenue is required 
to keep the machme gomg, let them have 
the courage to come clown and tell the people 
of the State, " \Ve will have to put on more 
taxation," and put it on those who <:m bear it. 

Ho~. R. PHILP (Townsville): At this late 
hour I will not detain t~e House very )ong, 
b~1t I want to say somethmg about the Fman­
CJal Statement .. _I am not going into detail 
and extract mlllwns m figures from it. As 
far as I can sec, it is a very decent State­
ment. It shows tha_t last year we managed 
to carry on the busmess of the country and 
lean: a small surplus. \Vhen that is done by 
any Government, the Government and the 
countr,y are to be congratulated on making 
both ends meet. Certainly, we have had 
very good seasons. Certainly, I think that 
last year, up to July, Queenslancl was never 
more pro~perous. \V ag.:;s were good, work 
was p~entJful, and t~o pnce of land was very 
good mdeed. I notiCe that the Government 
say they will try to have a surplus next year· 
but there is only one side in the sheet that 
they can guarantee, -and that is the expendi­
ture. They can ~ay, " We will not spend 
more than a c~rtam amount of money," but 
llo one-the \nscst man cannot saY '.vhat the 
revenue will be. It is not possible to tell. 
A number of things that have come into 
operation since last July will militate against 
the large revenue we had last year. I think 
the Treasurer has done well to put the best 
face possiblP on it. \Ye belieYc in the 
country, and the Government think it well 
to believe. in _the coun~ry, and they have 
'h.own thou fa1th by saymg that the countrv 
w!ll come out all. right next year. A good 
deal ha" been sa1d about unemployment in 
Queensland. I do not know that the Go­
vernment are to blame, or that they should 
prm-ide employment for everyb;:,dy in Queens­
la'_ld. I understand they have about twenty 
ra1lways now under construction. I notice 
that our !oan expenditure for the first quar­
ter of th1s yenr was equal to the expendi­
hue of any quarter of last year. The 
Government are keeping up the loan ex­
penditure in a wonderful wav and I onlv 
hope they will be able to co~tinue. Thev 
have a large amount of loan monov in hand 
at present. but I question if they will be able 
to maintain their present rate of expendi­
ture. But, whatever hanpens, I think that 
Queensland will alwa,·s be- able to pay what­
ever 1noney :;he 01.\TOR and carrv on succen:s­
fnlly: I am perfectl:v satisfied with the 
Treasurer's StatPmPnt. but I would warn 
the hon. gent!Pman to be cardul in regard to 
exprnrliturP. Certainly, last year he had 

Ufr. Hamilton. 

to spend more than his estimate on tho 
railways because they were earning more 
money than he anticipated. If you are getting 
more goods carried on the railways, you have 
to employ more men, and surely it is worth 
while spending £150,000 to earn £200,000, 
and that is what the Treasurer did; and I 
hope he will need to do the same this year. 

Mr. HAMILTON : Don't you think it would 
be better to finish some of the railways that 
have been commenced than to begin others? 

BoN. R. PHILP: There is something to 
be said in favour of that. The Government 
would have started the line the hon. mem­
ber has particularly in view last year, but 
they had to wait until the survey was made, 
and then they found they could not carry it 
out within the 25-nriltl limit fixed by the 
Act. I was at Winton three or four months 
ago, and I saw a large quantity of timber 
and other railway material there; and I 
understand that, as soon as the department 
gets the rails, they will commence work. 
Not even the hon. member for Gregory be­
lieves more in that railway than I do. The 
line woulcl have been started before now, 
but the hon. member knows the demand there 
is for railways all over Queensland, and 
nobody has been satisfied. It woulcl have 
ueen far better to "tart 6 or 8 Jines and 
complete them and be getting some return 
from them, instead of commencing about 
twentv lines and having them all unfinished. 
Howe\-er, that has not been clone. I have 
heard some talk about what the Common­
wealth Bank has done. Now, I believe in a 
State bank, but I think this bank was started 
on a wrong basis. "What the Commonwealth 
Government should have clone was, borrow 
£5,000,000 and give it to the Commonwe!llth 
Bank as capital. The bank has no capital. 
It has only the money -deposited in it by 
the people of Australia. The hon. member 
for Gregory talked of the Commonwealth 
Bank having come to the assistan.;:e of the 
Hampden .l'Vline, but the Queensland Govern­
nwnt have helped the llampdc·n Company 
more than the Commonwealth Bank ha" clone. 

Mr. HAMILTON : Only in freights. 
Ho~. R. PHILP: I think the freights will 

come to more than the bank is liL<ely to 
advance. 

Mr. HAMILTON: The Government m::e not 
helping any of the other mines. 

BoN. R. PHILP: They are helping the 
::Ylount Morgan Mine, and the freights from 
that mine amount to about £10,000 a month. 

Mr. HA:lliLTON: They are only helping 
wealthy companies. 
Ho~. R. PHILP: That shows how incon­

sistent the hon. member is. He blames the 
Gm-ornment for not helping the Hampden 
-:\line and commenrls the Commonwealth 
Bank for helping the same mi~>e. That is 
neither logical nor fair. 

Mr. HA~HLTON: It is more the duty of 
the State Government than of th'c Common­
wealth Bank. 

Hox. R. PHILP: I do not think it is. 
~"'-C'cording to tho ·· lllsurancc ~nd }Janking 
Record," the Commonwealth Bank has re­
c<>iYcd in Quecm-lancl £1,332.00~. made _up 
principally of £271,000 cleposin LOt bearmg 
intcrc,t. £186,000 deposits bearing interest, 
and £868,000 Savings Bank deposits. Per­
sonally, I would rather see the Treasurer 
of Queensland get that Savings Bank money, 
because he would spend two-thirds of it in 
th0 State. Kow, what has the Commonwealth 
Bank done with the money it he.s receh-ed 
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in Queensland? Its assets in this State are­
coin, £3,492; Australian notes, £12,361; Go­
vernment and municipal securities, £105.608; 
notes and bills of other banks, £305,000; 
balan~es due from other banks, £228,523; and 
bills discounted, loans, and advances to cus­
tomers, and other sums due to the bank, 
£58,524-making a total of £744,663. I think 
any local bank would have done much better 
than that. They have only collected the 
savings of the people of Australia and lent 
some back to them. 

::Ylr. LENNON: That is all that the other 
banks do. 

RoN. R. PHILP : Some of the other banks 
have a little capital as well. 

:Mr. LENNON: Kat one bank ach·ances even 
t0 the extent of its deposits. 

Hox. R. PI-IILP: Well, the rnion Bank 
has a paid-up c~pital of £2,000,000 and a 
1oscrvo fund of £2.005,510. That is nearly 
£4.000.000 that they have to lend. The 
Dank of Australasia has a paid-up capital of 
£2.000.000 and a rcserw fund of £2.720,168 
Thf\Y lend c.o;ne of that il10IlC'y. 

::VIr. LENNON: Y au will sec that tlw dqJosits 
r·x:c00d the ad'~.-anccs in en'ry c.1sc. 

Hox. R. PHILP: Kat in en•ry case. As 
I have nicl, th0 Commonwealth Bank has no 
e lpital. I am sorry it has not. If it had a 
capital of £5,000.0'10. it could be made a real 
brlp to the peorle of \ustralia, bee ousc we 
arr ahva;, s \Yanting money in ... ~nstralia. If 
the ComrnomYealth Bank had ]pft the Sav­
ings Bank businG~"· alone. and h.\d got the 
aeC'ounts of th( various State GoYernnu~nts 
c nd been a national bank like the Dank of 
England. it would haYe bc0n a real help in 
time of trouble. 

::\1r. LE~~ox: The QuPen,]and GoY!'rnment 
never ~hoYt ed any fric:1dlinPss to the bank. 

Ho:-;. R. PHILP: Bocqu,.-e from the verv 
first the bank attackPd all the State" an~l 
tried to get their Ra ,-ings Bank deposits. 
Evc'n tlw hon. momr:er will admit that Sav­
ings Dank money is much better in the 
h:mcls of the States, and should be spent in 
the States. It woulrl haYe been hmch better 
if the Cornmomvealth Gm-crnnwnt had bor­
rowed money to give the bank so:no capital 
to start with, as that capital eould have be0n' 
!Peel to de,·elop the varian.-, State... The crv 
of tho han. mombor for Gregory is that tile 
GoYerrunont ~hou]d pu;;:h on 'Yith r:JjhvaY~. 
hut he knows that the monev mu t be b~r-
l'OYi.··ed from son1cV'i here. ~ 

:\lr. FOLEY: ''Borrow, boom. and burst." 
:\lr. I-I.\.-;ILTOX: I am not growling about 

l101To" ing 1nonoy. 
Hox. R. PHILP: \Vel!, the hon. membcr'6 

friend if growiing about "Borrow. boom, 
tmd burf·i:." (Laughter.) I have the greatcot 
sympathy for Ke:< South \Vale:o and \Vestc>rn 
Amh·alia. which are in real trouble, and I 
have n hiGh regard for 11r. Holman bP­
ta'''' he is exploding so many Labour falla­
cir.s now. 1Ir. I-Iohnan doe., not believe in 
1H1})Cl' n1onc•y. and, in \V estern .Australia, 
:\ir. Scaddan clot's not believe in paper 
1~10118.:; it IS llO U0"~ to him-- -hP 'Yanb; 
c.-ow•reign'' A gcod deal of our Queensland 
n1oncy is going to New ~0uth \Yalcs and 
\Ye,tern Au·tralia from the Commonwealth 
Bank to hl'lp them in their trouble. £3('.1.000 
of the deposits in Que~n.-land ho s gone to 
;-;cw South \Yalos and £300.001 to \Y(-tPm 
Australia. I do not regret that at all. \Ye 
<JrP hciping- th(' pc0ple in New South \Vales 
and \Yc tern Aw.tralin. 

:'vir. LEN~ON: I am glad to see that you 
have that spirit. 

Hox. R. PHILP: We have all that spirit. 
\V e are not narrow and provincial, like 
some hon. members opposite. The Com­
monwealth Bank is no use to us in Queens­
land at all. I hope they will get more liberal 
as time goes on, because we shall want 
money. I would like to sec the bank got 
about £5,000,000 sterling of solid capital be­
hind it, as it will then be in a position to 
lwlp the whole of Australia. Mr. Fisher has 
about £6,000,000 of gold, and if he handed 
that over to the bank they would be in a 
strong position. A good deal of nonsense 
has been talked about selling land. It has 
always been a plank of the party on the 
opposite side that we had no right to sell 
land; that moncv derived from land sold to 
farmers should not go into revenue. \Vhen 
the hon. member for Herbert and the hon. 
lllember for Gregory were on this f·icle of the 
HousP, in the fir'·t two vears their GO\·ecrn­
n1cnt was in office thPv ·sold n1orc land by 
public auction than I sold in four. What is 
a sin on this side is a virtue on that side. 

::'.h. H.DIILTm>: They passed a Dill that 
no uorc should ]p sold. 

Hox. R. PHILP : .\ftcr th0v had sole! so 
nnwh <d it. ~ 

}lr. HniiLTOX: \Yc did not know that they 
wt\re selling it. 

Ilox. R. PIIILP: It is no nse •·aying you 
did not knmv. because Pvervbodv in the street 
knew it was being :'old. -\Yhen hon. '"' .n­
b·'l'c oppo ito cona· O\'f'l' to this side. they 
will do what the Go,~eTD11H'nt arc doing now. 
:\rJ nHln dPn01l1H r-d thl' then GoYPnnnent 
mon' than Mr. Kid>'ton about scllinr,- land. 
If a JWrson vvas getting £52 a year he re­
du~ed that b;~- lOs. a year, with the support 
of the hon. member for Gregory. 

::\Ir. H.D!ILTOX: I told YOU we had to ,tand 
" lot. (Go,-ernment laughter.) 

}lr. FoLEY: You did not tell us who 
abolished the poll tax. 

At 10.25 p.m., 
The CHURMAX resumed the chair. 
Hox. R. PHILP: I think the tax was a 

very good one; it was no hardship to any­
body. \Y e never su0d a single person who· 
was not paying the lOs., but the han. mem­
ber for Grc~:or_:,T's Governtnellt is:-:;ued stun~ 
man :'S all over CIPrmont. I remember the 
L:,n. llll';nbcr for Cler_nont g( tting up 'Yith 
righteous indignation a bout being sued by a 
Government supported by the hon. member 
fOl' Gregory. (Government laughter.) At one 
tim<c there were thirty-five Labour members 
1:,itring on rhi~. side of the I-Iou~e supporting 
that Government. and they now complain of 
what they did. They are only giving their 
own ·.-,how away. \Vith regard to the Sea­
forth Estate, not a single member of this 
GoYernmcnt had anything to do with that 
matter. I was a member of the Government 
y hich bought that estate, and it was bought 
exactly in the came vvay as any other estate 
which was bought by the Government. We 
k,d to go through a certain formula in buy­
ing P.'\tatcs. \Y(· had to get a recolll!ll'~nda­
t ion fro:~1 the rncrnbcr:. of the Land Do,_~rd. 
:1Ir. Hume \\'cent up to report on the estate, 
and the llr ,t time it came befor<' the Cabinet 
i' was sent back for further information. It 
was an unfortunate purchase, but I would 
ask any man who has had dealings in land 
if he has not made bad purchases? I say 
that, taking it ali-in-all, tho passing of the-

Han. R. Philp.] 
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Agricultural Lands Purchase Act and the 
land boug-ht under that A<Jt was a splendid 
thing for- the people of Queensland. (Hear, 
!war!) The Gov<1rnment bought over 
J~l.OOO.OOO worth of land altogether, and a 
b1g r;rofit was made on the land they bought. 
I tlnnk. when It come, to be worked out 
there will be less money lo, .. t on the Sea: 
forth Estate than on the Jimbour Estate. In 
Joolnng up the Treasurer's Statement, I find 
that the total purchase money of the estates 
bought was £1,720,000. The sales have been 
£1,790.000, and the value of the land unsold 
IS £288,000. Tha:t i~ a handsome profit, but 
out Ide the profit It has been a splendid 
thing for the railways and the people settled 
on the land. Some people on the land have 
nnt done mu_ch good, but most of the people 
who bought m the beaforth Estate have done 
exceedingly well out of it. I can tell the 
Go,·ernment how they can get the monev 
back for th·• Seaforth Estate. I think, i'f 
they rwnt £50,000 or £60,000 on Port Nc-'Tv 
and built a rail';Y.a:;: fro:n Port Newry f~ 
~lackay. every shJllmg m connection with 
tho Seaforth Est.1.te \\'Ould come back to 
t!wrn. The :"edorth Estate is near Port 
Newry, where there is a good harbour with 
deep watPr. but the ::\lackay people-like the 
people of Rockhampton-are afraid that if 
tho port is at some place away from :1lackay 
they will lose th<c trade The Rookhampton 
people were afrmd of Broadmount and thev 
went to. Port .\lma. I ou&'ht to' apologise 
fo~· talkmg about these thmgs to-night. I 
thmk w~ shC!uld do sonwthing for our coun­
try, which Is now at war. ']'o mv mind 
(,)ue?mland has clone nothing so far. Aus: 
tra!Ja has not done much, but she has done 
something. _\Y e are sending men, though 
they arc takmg a long time to get awav. and 
the Commonwealth GoYernrnent hav~ · sent 
£100.000 to Belgium. I am verv ple~sed 

that they have donn so. and I 
[10.30 p.m.] say th~· St.atE' also ought to do 

, sornethmg m the same direction. 
\\ e ha yo one-seYcnth of the population of 
Am;traha. and \\ e should send one-S<'Yenth 
of the amount despatched h:t the FcdPral Go­
Vf'rnmcnt-or. say, £15,000-to the Belgians. 
(Hear. he.tr !) What pcopl0 have don'l so 
much. for us as the Belgians are doing now? 
I think that PYer.Y rPasonab]c rnan nnd 
woman in Quecmland will admit that if it 
had not been for the Belgians, the chances 
are that the 9ermans would be in Paris 
!o·da~-. \Yhat IS a paltry £15,000 to us. even 
If ""'"' have. a deficit next y<'ar? (Hear, 
hr 'r ! ) I thmk the Premier should take the 
con~emus of opinion in this House and act 
on 1t. and ;;end £1.5,000 to the Belgians to­
morrow. \'\ e are not' doing enough in this 
matter. IIPre we are living as if there was 
no war Q'oing· on. I feel asha1ned sometimes 
when going- horne at night to see so manv 
people nrning o'!t of tho theatres and pi,"ture 
shows. "hen their flesh antl blood are fio·ht­
in:'· nncl dying for us and our freedom. '\ve 
are a}'o making a mistake in not offering a 
premmm to farmers to grow grain in Queens­
land. The _People in Europe are fighting. 
and. hat hmr: ~ave thc•y to grow crops of 
gram? I ,,.o It 1s reported that we are not 
likE'ly to ha' e sufficient wheat in .\ustralia 
this yc>ar for o~r own consumption. '\Vel!, 
"'n~ can ~n·o,v Inaize, and we can offe-r c.ppor~ 
tun!ties to people who arc prepared to plant 
m_a1ze to get a market for their produce. 
\\ <' ha ·ce not d,me much for farmers in times 
pa,t. nnd that would be doing something to 
·help them, and at the same time help those 
·v.·ho are fighting for freedom in the old 
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country. The maizegrowing countries of 
the world are the United States, the Argen­
tine and Hungary. \Yhat chance ha., Hun­
gary to grow maize this year? Is there any 
po"sibility of grain being grown in Europe 
this year, when there are so many millions of 
men engaged in fighting? I do not think 
,o, How long the war will last God only 
knows, but I think it will last a long time; 
and, as a country, we have done compara­
tively nothing yet to help those engaged in 
tlw war. We have started to send some 
2(1,000 troops, and have been about three 
months getting them.away. \Ye might send 
them a way much qmcker by passenger ves­
"'1:'.· and get them to the old country where 
thev could be trained. I am sure that if 
:'\Ia}or Reid, ::Ylajor Tunbridge, and Major 
Toll went to the war they would get thou­
··ands to go with them. 

::\1r. LE"'XOX: 1\1 <tjor Tunbridge is going. 

Hox. R PHILP: Yes. and though he is 
one of our best fighting men, he is in charge 
of tho amn1unition, \.vhilo n1cn -who have 
never H'en any fighting are in the fighting 
force. That is wrong. I do not blame Mr. 
Fisher for that, but I say that we have an 
inner military circle, and unluss a 1nan is 
inside that he has no show. I cNtainly think 
that we, as a people, should do more than 
'' e are doing at the present time, that we 
fhouid send to the Belgians a Sl'Yenth of >Yhat 
l he CommomYealth Government have sent, 
and that 'Vt-} should encourage our farrrwrs 
to grow maize. I know thr re is a prejudice 
againf.:t. n1aizc btf'ause in the early day~ it 
,,,·as given to prisoners and was called 
'' homin0 ,'' but it is a good food, and I know 
ihat IIa'.--ke,bur,v nativE's-fine, strong fellows, 
6 feet and 6 fed 2 inche·, high-were fed 
on maizr>. ,mel it would not hurt the people 
of Qw '!nsland if the'" had nothing else but 
maize to eat. Partv matters should not be 
rlisousserl at the present time. \Ve should 
imitate the uoliticians and stat0smen in the 
old countrv \d)('re the lectder of the Go,-ern­
rnent, the ·l~adcr of the Opposition, the leader 
of tho Irish parts, and the Labour party are 
joining hand in hand to right th~ commo:1 
enemY. \Y~ should do the same thmg. Tlu' 
is not .1 time to discuss paltry matters like 

. the Estimates. We shall get through all 
right. \Yo have had worse times before than 
"t"'<'e aro likely to have now, and vre got 
through all rig·ht, and we will get through 
ugain. Nobodv in Qnecnsland will starve or 
1·. ant clothing. and we ought to assist men of 
our own flee h. and blood who arc fighting to 
the last breath. Only to-day we saw that 
1.0.000 Belgians have been kilied or woundf'd 
m a fight against the Germans, and ;;gam I 
say that the- Government should lose no time 
in sending a sum of money to the Belgians. 

HoX01'R\BLE ME}!BERS : Hear, hear ! 
Jl.lr. P A Y.l\"E r Jf itch r 11) : I agree with the 

r marks of the hon. member for TownsYille 
with reference to the ,., ar. As a Britisher 
1 should be ashamed if I did not do all I 
could h assist those '"' ho are engaged in the 
vcar. Th~ han. member for Townsville has sug­
gested th .. tt it is the dutv of this State to 
,. •nd a sum of money to the Belgians. and I 
think th:1t if any people on the face of tho 
t'arth <'Y<'r deserved our nractical svm,1athv 
and assistance it is the Be!'gian peoplr•-(hea1:, 
hoar !)-because if it had not benn for the 
stand made bv th~m we should not be in the 
)'osition \VO .. are in to-day. As the hon. 
rrwmber for Townsville said, the p£ople of 
Oueonsland do not scwm to realise\ the> trompn­
cious suffering and hardship created among 
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tho people in that part of the world where 
the war is raging-umong the people who 
arc defending the homes of the people of 
Australia~and I hope that something will be 
done in the direction indicated bY the hon. 
member. The Opposition have been accused 
of not having criticised the Financial State­
ment in anything like an effective way. In 
m:>' opinion the speeches on the Government 
side of the House ha ye been chiefly devoted 
to boasting about the surplus and trying to 
tear the Labour platform to pieces. I heard 
the hon. member for Mount Morgan attempt­
~nlj to criticise the Labour platform. Why. 
tt IS only a few years ago that he signed that 
platform himself, and he became a member 
of this House through supporting the Labour 
part:v. There is such a thing as docent 
people changing thc>ir minds, but they give 
a reason for it. But the hon. member for 
:viount :Morgan cannot give anv reason whY 
he changed his mind. " " 

The TREASURER : The Mount Morgan people 
JHstifiPd his conduct by rr ;urning him to the 
Honse again. 

:\lr. PA Y);E : Peo)Jle sign the Labour 
platform and gc•t mto this House, and then 
they <:tart to criticLe it. I aru not ashanH.~d 
of lx"'ing a LaLonr n1an, and I a1n not 
a .... hantt>d of having ::;igned the Labour plat~ 
fonu. I chalhmgc anyone on the Govern­
m.•nt sic!" of the House to prove that there 
i~ a~1ything shallo1.1: or anything of an im­
po ·tble character ill the Labour platform. 
A!! the best thinkers of the world to-dav 
\Yhi!,, they do not :·ay so in exactly the san1~ 
\Yonls, CXlll'{'SS Pxactly the P:.1.JllP 1neaning us 
the Labour party's platform. I do not want 
to !''"'' as a prophet. but a,tcr this war is 
OY<~r th0re 1.~·i] J be the : tarting of a ne".;r era 
of things altogether. 'I'ho Labour party's 
platforrll will have an opportunitv of com" 
ing into operation at the conclusion of the 
war that it never had in its whole existence 
befo:·e. I do not mind a man havino a mind 
of his own, if he is against the Labo::'rr party, 
but I cannot stand a twister. (Laughter.) 
I cannot ,~and a man who sits on one side 
o; the Home to-day and on the· other side 
of thP HotHJ to-morrow. The Premier him-

elf. only a fe',\' years ago, in speaking at 
Oxley. eulogised the Labour party. He said 
that they were a respectahiP part',v, and that 
they had come to shy. I do not want to 
repeat what the hon. member for Puddington 
said about the Secretary for Public Instruc­
tion. who dcliYercd :'ome prett,- severe criti­
cisrns son1e years ago again~.t the mismanage­
ment of the Liberal Government. I think 
the lcad0r oT the Opposition dealt very ably 
wtth th0 surplus about which we have heard 
so much. He pointed out that if it had not 
hron for the ,,ale of lands-the only asset 
which this State possesses~there would have 
been no surplus at all, hut there would have 
been a deficit. We are told that every Go­
V<'rnment does it, and that when the L"abour 
Government get on the GoYC'rnment benches. 
tilev will also have to sell land. \Ve are told 
that thE' present Government are running 
thl' bt!Rin""·' of this countn- on busino'g lines. 
While it might not he po~sible to run a, big 
State like this on stridlv business Iinee, I 
think tlmt the prcJent GO\;~rnmf'nt are a long 
'vay off running it on business lines. There 
is no compan:v in the \Vorld, not even the 
American nwat trust. with their millions of 
money, would attempt to run their husines5 
on the same lines that the Government are 
running the husineos of this country. If fhey 

ditL they \Voukl go down 1n a very Bhort 
tinw. The surplus is made up by selling the 
onh· a"ct the countrv has got. It is always 
a cnr,o when they sell the people's rights 
that tltc•,v liave to" depend on for their very 
existencB. Every llH1ll, \Vornan, and child in 
Queensland to-day depends on the land for 
their existf'nce. It stands to reason if vou 
allow the land to get into the hands of a 
few people, then the rest of the people must, 
directly or indirectly, be dependent on them 
for their existence. The hon. member for 
Townsdlle referred to-night to the Govern­
ment having to buy back land that was sold 
only a few years ago. That ,haws the folly 
of st•lling land~when we have to buy it back 
ag-ain to make it available for <"Pttlcment 
The value of the land is increased in price 
and the peoule who enhance the ya]ue of 
tl1 ·1t land get none of the en:1anced value. 
I remember hearing the late lion. J. T. Bell, 
late Seerotary for Public Lands, say that he 
Leli0vecl that if Queensland started again it 
wonlcl be better not to sell one inch of I and. 
By a ~trange coincidf'nce, I '"as reading up 
wme old '"Hancards '' and I find that his 
fathe1·. trw late Sir Joshua Peter Bell. said 
{'~,,~l'Ctly the .-anie thing rrJany y0ars before­
that if Que<•nsland wPre starting again that 
it would be better not to sPII one inch of land. 
Look \d!at a grand thing it v·mdd be. frOTn a 
Treaoury point uf view, if the GO\·ernment 
owned the '':hole of the Queen street block 
of land! Look at the rennue the Gon•rn­
mNit would get from it, and what it could 
>Clo 'virh the monl'v receiw•d from that land. 
I kno• ,- that this· GovPrnment think it is a 
gc·orl thing to sdl tlw public estate. I re­
l!t<'llll•<'r '"'hen ::Yir Kidston was in office that 
h,, !""" d a Bill eiilled the Proceeds of 
Crown Lands Sales Bill. It was thro'>n out 
l1v tho Legislatw Council on the first occ:t­
sion, but on the second -occasion it ''Tas pa~sed 
bv hoth Houses. There was some comment 
at th0 timo about the Labour party support­
ing thP Bill. hut I voted for it on each occa­
sion. It had nothing to do with the sale of 
land at all, but only provided that all 
re,·pnue obtained from the sale of Crown 
landii should go int<J a, special fund and not 
into revemw. This Government repealed 
that Act, and I am sorry that they did so. 
Future generations will see the great evil, 
the great crime, that has been committed 
by Queensland Goyernments in selling land. 
I hope something will take place to stop 
that kind of thing. \'1' ould it seem business­
like for a private company to sell a thing 
to-day for £2 and in ten years' time be com­
pelled to buy it back at £10? There is no 
business in it. All this talk we hear about 
it stopping the progress of the country is all 
moonshine. Why, the largest industry in 
this State, the pastoral industry, is carried 
on under leasehold. That industrv is contri­
buting some 8 per cent. of the consolidated 
revenue, and I do not suppose 2 per cent. of 
the pastoral holdings in Queensland are held 
as freehold. In reading through the State­
nlcnt in regard to railwavs one -would think 
that the present Govern~1ent had built all 
the best-paying lines in QueenBiand. If you 
take the line from Brisbane to Cunnamulla 
and the line from Brisbane to Longreach you 
\Yill find thev are the best-paying lines in 
(lucpmland. and the present Government had 
nothing to do with the building of those 
railways. I an1 not OL 1WsPrl to the building 
of railwavs. Locau">"'. no n1attc-r \Yhat GoYern­
mcnt io ii1 jlO\'"Pl'. tlw:v must build railwa:-s if 
they >vish to ojwn up the country and settle 

Mr. PaynP.] 
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people on the land, but I believe the present 
Government have not ·done a wise thinrr in 
building lll<tny of the railways. I do"' not 
wrsh to refer to Port Alma Railwav as there 
are quire a number of other lines' built by 
the pre,Pnt Government that do not pav a't 
all. The result is that the bi"' revenue we 
~re gytring f~·on1 the r~il-ways t'o-day is coin­
lllg trow rarl\\·ays lmrlt by the l'hilp Go­
vernment. That Government showed great 
\Vbd{)JU 111 regard to raihvav construction. 
Ic wa' a bole! sdwmP, but it 'is pleasing for 
any (/ut'enslander to know that these rail­
\Vays <Le paying. The present GDYernmPnt 
have rathc•r a Llnnderino· wav in bnildino­
r.ailway~. .}lt'ntion has l)opn ~ rnade of th~ 
line fro·11 \Yinton to Springvale, and \Ye are 
told that we voted against that line. I did 
vote against that line, but I voted against 
If! on tlle >·U<le grounds as the han. n1c1nbcr 

fDr Gn•gory and for another reason. That 
line wa' passed b,• this House without any 
plan;; or books of reference. and without 
specifications. It was brought in in such 
a haphazard way that I did not think it "as 
a itocd thing to pass it. I did not oppose 
that 'arb ay scheme because it was not wise 
to :mild railways in \Vcstcrn QueenslanJ, but 
I thou~·ht ti1ey s houl.cJ be built in different 
places. \V e were told that monev was to he 
borrowed for the construction o{ those lines 
and that it wouTd be earmarked for that 
ilpecific purpose, vet the line from \Vinton 
to Springvale has never been started vet. 
That line will run through some of the best 
grazing country in Queensland, and the whole 

>Qf tlr" country could be settled without cost 
to the Gowr;,ment. Half of some of the 
big holdings out thoro is resnmablc without 
cost to the Go_vPrnment, and it is a pity the 
Government drd not start that line long ago 
and have the countrv settkd \vhile we hvd 
good seasons. ~o matter what Governme;,t 
is in power. it is not possible to settle people 
on the land in as effective a \Vav in di·v 
timPs as in good seasons. Sornething haS 
also hN'n said about thc Renard road train. 
ThP total cost of that train amounted to 
£7,824 13s. Sd. ; that is, original cost £4.105; 
for making roads . .£2, 762; working expense-'· 
£957 6s. 8d. : or a total of £7,824 13;. 8d., and 
now it i; on tlw scrap heap. I do not 
want to blame anYone for tlrP purchase of 
that train, but there has been a mi~takc 
soLwwhcrc. and I hope the Go\ .•rnnwnt \vill 
act more wisely in the future. Then. again, 
a rPgards thP ::\~[cKePn niot.or-r!'tr·;, I ctnnot 
uncl.C>rstand \Vlt,· the Government had to pav 
£12.352 lls. lld. in exce.·s of the contract 
price fnr thoce cars I cannot understand that 
that amounic could be made up of Cmtom~ 
duty and the fixing of the cars together. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The Customs 
duty alone was over £9,000. 

Mr. PAYNE: There was something like 
£15.000 wasted on tho Renard trains and the 
McKeen motor-car-.. Something has a.lso 
been said about the loans maturing in 1915, 
and members on tho Government side have 
criticised the Opposition and asked. "\Vhat 
do you knmy about fina!wc? If I he Trea­
surer waR man?ging a private business and 
had this amount of money to meet. would he 
have left it to within sevpn or eight months 
before he tried to make arrangements? I 
think the Government thought that tlwv 
would be out of office when these loans foil 
clue. and they were ·~oing to leave this bur­
den to the Labour party to finance. Cer­
tainly, a good deal of land has been thrown 
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open for settlement by the present Minister 
for Lands, but what do we find? Take the 
selC'ctions to be ell-awn for on the 2nd of 
next month. Two bores are on one holding, 
whereas if the Government had taken over 
those bores they "auld have cleared them­
>ch·es within seven or eight ycJ.rs, and they 
would have made at the very least £7,000 or 
£8,000 out of those bor.;s during the twenty­
eight years' lease. The result is that who­
e>ver dra\vs those> selections, they will be 
dependent on tho man who draws the 23,000-
acre block for their water, and if he does 
not care to suppl~· water from those bores at 
a reasonable figure, it will mean, unless tho 
other three selectors combine and sink a 
bore, you will over-capitalise those other 
~l)lcc~ions. And then, again, I do not thjnk 
it is a good thing to sink bores so close to­
gether. The Governnwnt will serve three 
purposes by taking over these bores. They 

,,·ould do a good deal so far as 
[11 p.m.] tho Water Conservation Act is 

concerned; they would make 
£7,000 or £8,000 clear out of it before the 
lease expired, and the people who took up 
the land would be able to get on to it and 
start right away. The same thing applies 
to Portland Downs, which is also v~rv fine 
country. There would be no speculation in 
it. You would not be throwing money awa~-, 
as might be done in connc•ction with mining. 
EverY acre of the land has been tested bv 
priv,;'te enterprise, and you could, I claini, 
cut it up into 10.000-acre blocks instead of 
20,000-acre blocks, because 10,000 .acres of 
such land, with water, is as valuable as 
20,000 acres without any water at all. Yon 
would be serving three purposes-cutting the 
place up into ,maller areas, saving the waste 
of water-if there has been any waste in 
the artesian area-and enable the selector to 
take possc;s•·.ion and get ahead straight a\Yay. 
In conclusion. all I can see that the Govern­
ment have done is, that they have been 
selling the public estate to create a surplus; 
they have been extravagant in connection 
with ::Ylinisterial expenses, as referred to in 
the Auditor-General's report; thGy have de­
prh-ed the lower paid men in the public ser­
vice of their just increases, and at the same 
time given increases to the higher paid ser­
vants; and thPv have lost something like 
Al15.000 in ::\lr;Kccn motor-cars and the 
Renard road train. EvNvbodv is saving­
that it is time we were going home, ar1d I 
am going to conclude by saying that I hope 
that the Treasurer will endeavour to ner· 
suade the Cabinet that, when thev are throw­
ing open land for settlement, the Govern­
mont should take over tho bores and suppl~­
" ah,r to ih,-., !"elector::;. That -will provide n1ore 
settlf'ment and m>tkP the sdt IPrs marc> Sf'cm·c. 

Question put and passed. 
The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN re­

pnrtcrl progTc•~. and obt· ined leave to sit 
again to~Inorro,v. 

LIQ"l'OR ACT AMEXD:VIE:\'T BILL­
FISH AND OYSTER BILL. 

RETUR:s'ED FRQ}I COUNCIL. 

ThP SPE,\Kl~R am10uncr d the rc·"eipt of 
nwssages from the Council, returning these 
Bills with amendment•, in which thev re­
quested the concurrence of the Acsembiv. 
Con~ider _..tion of the illE"';.)a.g.es wns 1;1ade 

an Order of the Day for to-morrov·. 
The Hou··C adjourned at five minutes past 

11 o'clock. 




