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Special Adjournment. [28 OcroBER.] Questions. 1559

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

WEDNESDAY, 28 OCTOBER, 1914,

The Speaker (Hon. W. D. Armstrong,
Lockyer) took the chair at half-past 3 o’clock.

PAPER.

The following paper, laid on the table, was
ordered to be printed:—

Report of the Jubilee Sanatorium at
Dalby for the year ended 30th June,
1914.

QUESTIONS.
RaiLway CARS FOR MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT.

Mr. BOOKER (Wide Bay) asked the Sec-
retary for Railways—

“1. What regulation, if any, governs
the granting to members of Parliament
of special cars attached to mail trains
and trains on branch lines?

“9. Is the regulation, if any, strictly
adhered to?

“3. HHave special privileges in regard
to the granting of special cars been con-
ferred at any time upon members of any
political party engaged on propaganda
work ?

4. Has he seen a paragraph in the
¢ Wide Bay and Burnett News,” of date
19th October, bearing upon this matter ?”’

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. W. T. Paget, Mackay) replied—

“1. and 2. There is no regulation, but
when special inducement offers, whether
from the public or members of Parlia-
ment, special cars are provided.

3. Yes, to all parties, both Federal
and State.

““4, Yes; inquiries were made some
time ago with a view of meceting the
request, but it was found that the traffic
was insufficient to warrant a sleeping-car
being run from Brisbane to the Kilkivan
branch. The Railway Department is
anxious to provide facilities whenever the
traffic is warranted; further inquiries
will therefore be instituted.”

Coarn For LocoMoTIVES IN WIDE BAY DISTRIOT.

Mr. BOOKER asked the Secretary for
Railways—

‘1. Referring to his answer to my
question on 21st October, is he not aware
that a very large quantity of Bundamba
coal sent to Gympie is burnt by the
engines running on the lines Gympie to
Nanango vid Theebine to Gympie, Mun-
dubbera via Mungar Junction, and Gym-
pie to Maryborough?

“2 Will he instruct the  Chief
Mechanical Engineer to call for a report.
from drivers of locomotives burning
Bundamba coal in the Wide Bay dis-
trict #a to its effect on the lecometives
and the extra labour it imposes on drivers
and firemen?”’
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The SECRETARY TFOR RAILWAYS
replied—

1. He is aware; but Bundamba coal
is only supplied to those engines that
are compelled to usc Gympie as a coal-
ing depodt.

¢ 2. Yes.”

PARTICULARS RE CEMENT, RAILWAY STORES.

Mr. WINSTANLEY (Qucenton), on behalf
of Mr. Fihelly, asked the Secretary for Rail-
ways—

“1. What quantity of cement is kept
in the Railway Stores, Brisbane?

2. Is this cement used exclusively for
departmental purposes?

3. If not, what quantities have been
hangled out to private persons or firms
during the last three months, and what
are the naimes of such persons?

““4. Is all cement tested before removal
from the stoures?

“5. Was a quantity of 6 tons, recently
supplied to a private person, tested by
Government officials?

“6. If so, why was it tested by the
department, a2d where was it sent?

“7 Was it sold at the railway con-
tractor’s price, or at ruling market
price?

“8. Were forty-eight bags returned
from Mooloolah to the Stores Depart-
ment ?

“9. If so, was freight charged?

10. Why were the forty-eight bags
returned to the Department Stores, if
they were simply an item between the
contractor and a private person 7"’

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAVS
replied—

“1. to 10. The subject-matter can be
more effectively dealt with when the
department’s Estimates are under re-
view.”

DESTRUCTION OF FISH AT MARKETS.

My, GRAXNT
surer—
“1. Will he inquire into the aceuracy
of the statement that 100 boxes of whole-
_some fish were destroyed at the markets
on ¥riday because the prices were not
satisfictory to the vendors?
_ ““2. Will he state the number of boxes,
if any, destroyed on Tuesday?”

The TREASURKR (Hon. W.
Bulimba) replied—

“1. T am informed that 40} bushels (81
trays) were destroyed last Friday, owing
fo the fact that they were not fit for
consumption.

“2. 31y  bushels (63 trays) were
destroyed yesterday (Tuesday) for a simi.
lar reason.” -

(Fitzroy) esked the Trea-

IH. Ba,m‘nes,

REFERENDUM ON CENTRAL AND NORTHERN
SEPARATION.
Mr. ADAMSON (Rockhampton) asked the
Premier—
“1. Seecing that he said—°If it could
be proved that the people of Central and
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Northern  Queensland really  wanted
separation he thought they ought to have
it,” will he arrange for the taking of a
referendum of the people in the Centre
and the North on that question at the
next State elections?

“2. What would such a
cost the State?
“3. Has he received a communication

from the Central Queensland New States
League on this question ?*

referendum

The PREMIER (Hon. D. F. Denham,
Cwxley) replied—
“1. No.
“2. See answer No. 1.
“3. No.”

DISTRICT COURTS BILIL.
RerORT oF SELECT COMMITTEE.

Mr. BOUCIIARD (South Brisbans): I beg
to present the report of the Select Committee
on the Distriet Courts Bill, and move that
the paper be printed.

Question put and passed.

COMAMITTAL.

On the motion of the SECRETARY FOR
PUBLIC INSTRUCTION (Hon. J. W.
Blair, Ipswich), the consideration of the Bill
in Committee was made an Order of the Day
for to-morrow,

ANSWERS TO QUESTIOXNS LAID ON
TABLE.

The TREASURER (Hon. W. 1. Barnes,
Luwlimbay: 1 ask leave of the House to lay
on the table answers to certain Guestions
asked by the hon. member for Bundaberg,
and to make comments thercon—questions
which I was not able to answer at the time
in the form in which they were submitted.

The SPEAKER : Is it the pleasure of the
House that the Treasurer be allowed to lay
on the table the answers to the questions by
the hon. member for Bundaberg, and to com-
ment thereon?

HoNOTURABLE MEMEERS :

The TREASURER: The hon. member for
Bundaherg asiked certaln questions which I
could not answer just in the form in which
he desired them to be answered, and I re-
quezied him to give notice of motion for a
return. When that motion came on I called
**Not formal,” with the view of obviating
the necessity for the hon. member asking the
guostions again and of doing justice to the
hon. member, I now lay the following
answers on the table of the House:—

Hear, hear!

1. The dredge ¢ Samson” was sold to
the State of New South Wales. The
price is £20,000, to be paid on any date
before the 2nd September, 1915. bearing
interest at the rate of 4 per centum
(4 per cent.) per annum meanwhile.

2 The “Samson” was included with
other plant in one contract, therefore the
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original cost of the dredge cannot be
stated.

3. From the 1st July, 1902, the date
on whiich the dredge was laid up, to the
date of sale. the expenditure on care-
taker’s wages, docking, cleaning, and
painting amounted to £6,336.

4, See answer to No. 2.

“5. No offers were received for the
purchase or hire of the dredge prior to
the purchase by the Government of New
Scenth Wales,

6. See answer to No. 2. The pur-
chase money when paid will be credited
to the lean fund.”

PROPOSED SELECT COMMITTEE ON
LAND SETTLEMENT.
MoTrioNn WITHDRAWN.

Mr. HARDACRE (Leichhardt): As no
further acrion can be taken this session swith
the pot’on standing in my name on the
businest-paper. I beg to withdraw it.

SUPPLY.
FINaNcial STATEMENT—RESUMPTION OF
DEBATE.

(Jir. Stodart, Logen, in the chair.)

Question stated—That there be granted to
His Majesty. for the service of the year
1914-15. a sum not exceeding £300, to defray
the salary of aide-de-camp to His Excel-
lency the Governor,

Mr. HUNTER (Maranoa): While I con-
gratulate the Government on being in a posi-
tion to pay their way and to have a surplus
at the end of the wear, I regret that I am
unable to congratulate them wupon their
methods of finance. In reviewing the Staie-
ment. I prepese to show, firstly, that in the
handling of several of the accounts there has
not been due cconomy, and that in connection
with oue, at least, they have shown a disre-
gard of an Act of Parliament; secondly, that
certain cash receipts shown in the consoildated
revenue account are not revenue in the truest
sense of the word; thirdly, that the incidence
of texurion i+ incguitable; and, fourthly, that
expenditure is not under control in the manner
that it should be. The Statement us delivered
to us may be said to be a report on the
transacticns of the country during the last
twelve months. That being so, there is no
nced to invest it with that air of supreme
mystery which some members on the other
side seem to desire to do, as if it were only
a fexw of the chosen of the gods who were
permitted to understand it. To anyone who
understands anything about business it is a
plain statement of the finances dnd the busi-
ness transacted in the various departments.
Any person possessing an ordinary amount
of common sense and of business acumen
should be able to deal with it, and the con-
tinual charge made by members opposite that
members on this side have not referred to
the Financial Statement at all is s0 much non-
sense. It is absolutely impossible for any
meml=r on this or the other side of the
House to refer to any act of administration
in connection with affairs of the State that
has not some relation to the Financial State-
ment,  As everv hon. member knows, our
finances are divided up under three headings
—consolidated revenue fund, trust funds,
and loan funds. We all know that the con-
solidated revenue fund is composed of taxa-
tion and of fees received for services ren-
dered by the State.

[28 OcroBER.]
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Hon. R. PHirr: They are all consolidated
revenue.

Mr. HUNTER: Exactly; but they are
divided up under three headings in our
finances, and those are the headings under
which the various moneys are appropriated
by Parlaiment.

Hon. R. Puire: Every child knows that.

Mr. HUNTER : Then why raise the ques
tlon? Why all this talk about not referring
to the Finaucial Statemcr:t? I believe that
there are certain accounts that are not care-
fully looked after. What is more, I do not
think the surplus submitted to this House
is a true surplus; that it docs not state the
actual position of the Treasury at the end
of the year. It does not correspond with the
estimate, nor does it give the actual amount
received. The actual revenue received by
the Goveornment was £6,973,259, and the esti-
mated cxpenditure was £6,790,249, leaving a
difference of £183,010. That is the actual
surplus according to the Treasurer’s estimate.
It is true that, while we cannot command the
revenue, we can at least control the expendi-
ture. Assuming that that is so, the T'reasurer
should have controlled his expenditure to
such an extent that he would have kept within
the limits of his estimate. If he had succeeded
in doing that, then, instsad of coming to us
with a surplus of £10.000, instead of his esti-
mated surplus of £8,000, he would be able
to show a surplus of £183,010.

The SEcrETARY FOR PUBLIC Laxps:, Then
vou could not deal with any exigencies or any
development that arises.

Mr. HUNTER: The Estimates submitted
by the Treasurer should provide for any-
thing of that description. The Treasurer
probably did that. If he did, then the
figures that we should have before us would
be those I have quoted instead of those sub-
mitted by the Treasurer. The fact is that
the Treasurer makes provision for a low esti-
mate of expenditure, and then, if the neces-
sity arises and he has a surplus, he can
manipulate that surplus in such a way so that
he would set at defiance an Act of Parlia-
ment which provides that any surplus shall
be paid into the public debt reduction fund.
That is where I contend that the Financial
Statement does not show the actual posi-
tion as it should do. With regard to terri-
torial revenue. which I contend is not re-
venue at all and should not be classed as
revenue, it is an asset that is sold, and
cannot by any stretch of imagination be re-
garded as revenue. What would be said of
a2 man who sold a property and included
it as part of that year’s revenue? That is
what the Minister has done. He has sold by
auction town allotments and other land by
& system of time payment, to the value of
£235,792 17s. 4d. The Treasurer also sold
timber, for which he received royalties
amounting to £60,437 14s. 3d., making a total
of £296.130 11s. 7d. If it had been put in
its proper place and dealt with as land
that was sold as an asset for reinvestment—
as any business firm would have done—then
the Tressurer. if he had spent the extra sum
ot down, would have come out with a deficit
approximating  £200,000.  His system of
finansing is altogether wrong., If the Tres-
surer used the sale of assets for revenue pur-
poses, then he really had a deficit. On the
other hand, if he spent monev over and
above that which was appropriated simply

Mr. Hunter.]
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for the sake of setting at defiance an Act of
Parliament, I contend that he «did an illegal
act. I am supported in a statement which
I make regarding territorial revenue by
" Knibbs,” who says—

“ Bale and rental of Crown lands fre-
quently treated as consolidated revenue
and applied meet current expenditure,
“ While for rentals from pastoral and

residential purposes this is justifiable,
on the other hand rentals for mineral and
timber lands, and in all cases the pPro-
ceeds of sale of land, is esventially a dis-
posal of capital in order to defray cur-
rent expenses, and as a matter of finan-
cial procedure is open to criticism.”

1t is worth while noting what Queensland is
doing in connection with the timber royalties.

Mr. FonsyrH: What about New South
Wales? i

Mr. HUNTER: I am just going to make
a comparison showing how much we spent
and how much is spent in New South Wales
and the other States. The amount received
by New South Wales for timber last year
was £96,145. The New South Wales Go-
vernment spent in connection with the same
industry £42,154, so that they had a profit
from their timber of £54,000. Victoria re.
ceived £51,146 from its timber and spent
£56,899 on reafforestation. As a mattor of
fact, Victoria spent £5,700 more on reaffores.
tation than it received during the year.
Compare Queensland with that. We  fnd
that Queensland received from timber roval-
ties last year £63,467, and spent only £5,397.
The Queensland Government realised a profit
of £58,070 on its timber industry last year.
South Australia received only £5,609 from
timber last year and spent no less than
£22,858. The South Australian Government
actually invested in reafforestation for the
year £17,249. 1 contend that the money re-
ceived by the Treasurer for land sold, or
timber sold, is the realisation of an asset,
and should be invested in something of a
reproductive nature.  With the £300,000
which the Treasurer has received from these
sources we might have constructed 50 miles
of railway into sn agricultural district, That
would have Lien a better wax of investing
the money, and it would have boen a more
honest system of financing than the system
followed by the Treasurer. If hon. members
will look at Table D, page 14, they will find
that so far es trust funds arc comecerned we
began the year with a deficit of £1,883,437
3s. This amount during the whole year has
not Leen repleaished in any shape or form
except by moneys received from various
sources such as the meat and dairy boards,
Brands Aect, Agrieultural Bank repayments
for mwoneys advanced, ete. But the Savings
Bank, which the Treasurer has told us is the
means by which the fund is replenished and
the fund from which sdvances arc made for
workers’ dwellings and the Agricaltaral
Bank, hss not contributed one penny during
the whele of the vear towards the advances
made to cither of those institutions. The
whole list from which revenues are roceived
is clearly set forth on page 14 of the Trea-
surer’s tables.  This money. received during
the year, amountsd to '£895.886 16s. 4d.
These monevs were reccived from the ad-
vances to settlers fund, Agricultural Bank
of Queensland fund. agriculture and stock
special standing fund. hrands fund, central
sugar-mills fand, Harbour Dues Act fund,

[Mr. Hunter.
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Closer Settlement Acts fund, and so on, all
totalling the amount I just gave. But the
Savings Bank did not contribute one single
penny. A great noise is always made by
hon. gentlemen opposite about the inroads
made on our Savings Bank by the Common-
wealth Bank. We were told that the Savings
Bank was the bulwark of the Workers’ Dwel-
lings Act and the Agricultural Bank Act,
and that it would be a pity to interfere with
it. I say also that it 1s a pity to interfere
with either of these institutions, but it is
just as well that the country should know
that it is not the bulwark that it is repre-
sented to be, and so far as last vear is con-
cerned it did not contribute anything to the
trust funds

Mr. ForsyTH: Where does the meney come
from for the Agricultural Bank?

Mr. HUNTER: I am talking about lasi
year. Turn to Table D, and you will find
it for yourself.

Mr. ForsyrH: I am talking sbout last
vear, too. Where does the money come from ?

Mr, E. B. €. Corser: He does not know.

My, HUNTER: What nonsense to say I
do not know. I have not the time. and the
Chairman would not allow me to talk to hon.
members across the floor of the House. The
hon. member for Murrumba had an oppor-
tunity of addressing this Chamber. and he
did so in his usual stylé. e stated that the
leader of the Opposition did not rouch finance

at all, except to give his usual

[4 p.m.] array of figures. How much

finance did the hon. member for
Murrumba touch? He hardly mentioned it
at all.  All he dealt with was the rural
workers’ log and one or two other matters.
During the year the trust fund account
suffered to the estent of £525,902 15s.. so
that they closed the vear with a gross debit
balance of £2,409,339 18s

Mr. TFomsyrin: Where
come from?

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

hon. member not to interject.

Mr. HUNTER : There is no money in the
fund at all. It has not even a feather to
fir with. There is no trust fund, as it is an
overdrewn account to the extent of over
2,000,000, Now, if we turn to Table J. page
29 of the Treasurer’s tables. we find that
there is lodged in the Bank of England
£1,962.872 16s. 3d. There is also at current
account, to the credit of the Agent-General,
an amount of £496,865 13s. It seems to
me that on this current acsount there must
be an interest lost to the ‘Government. as the
Treasurer has lying in the Bank ~f England

does that money

I must ask the

Learing interest—small amount as it is—a
fairly large sum which should maka; it
possible for him to arrange an overdraft.
The TressvrRER: The interest earnings
have been exceedingly satisfactory—in many
cases more than we are giving for it. Surely

that is good business.

Mr. HUNTER : That may be so in cases of
short-dated loans. But it seetns to wme to be
urnecessary to keep a large current account
to the credit of the Agent-General in London
while the Government have a large credit

balance with the Bank of England. Any
business man, Instead of keering s current

account of that magnitude, wonld arrange
for an overdraft, and I am perfectly sure
it would be very much chea; 1 quite
understand that large sums of money have
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to be paid out by the Agent-General from
time to time; and the Treasurer, in order
to enable the Agent-General to meet the
calls as they are made from time to time,
does not wish the Agent-General to run
skort, but surely an arrangement could be
made with the Bank of England so that the
Agent-General could draw all requirements
for State payments as they became due.
also notice that there is a sum of £982,083
19s. 3d. lying at current account with the
Queensland National Bank in Brisbane and
cther places, That is & very nice current
account, but 1t seems to me that it is an
unnecessarily large current account. I under-
stand that for the first £100,000 the Go-
vernment get nothing, and after that they
get 1 per cent. As against that the Govern-
ment are paying the Savings Bank £90,000
o year interest, and the profits from the
bank during the year was only £13.000. It
seems to me that as far as that particular
account is concerned, there is undoubtedly
a carelessness exhibited that does not warrant
in any shape or form the praise of the State
finances which has been given by the Trea-
surer and his satellites on that side of the
House. We were informed in the Trea-
surer’s Statement that the Savings Bank
cperations in Quecnsland were in the highest
degree satisfactory. The only way in which
o judge that is by comparison. Other
criticisms have been made, and I propose to
make a comparison with the other States.
In fact, it is only by comparison that we
can judge. If we turn to New South Wales,
what do we find? The number of depositors
there is 619,224; the number in Victoria is
708,084 ; the number in Queensland, 168,438 ;
in South Australia, 251,963; and in Western
Australia, 121.201, Of course., we have to
take into account the population of the
various States, but I find, on doing that,
that Queensland, with a population of one-
third the population of New South Wales,
is short of one-third of the number of de-
positors. Then, in South Australia, where
the population is less than in Queensland,
they have nearly double the number of de-
positors. Then we come to the deposits per
head, and we find that in New South Wales
they amount to £15 9s.; in Victoria to £15
18s. 10d.; in Queensland only £14 4s. 3d.;
it South Australia to £20 4s. 3d.; Western
Australia to £14 17s. 10d.

The TrResSURER: What is the maximum
amount of deposits allowed in each case?

Mr. HUNTER: That is another matter.
That can be judged in this way: The num-
Ler of depositors is less than in the other
States, and consequently the maximum
amounts must be less.

The TREASURER: No; we won’t admit that.

Mr. HUNTER: If the hon. gentleman
will only consider it for a moment. he will
sce that the figures I give not only prove
that the amount at deposit is less, but that
there are fewer depositors and the amount
per head is lesa

The TrEASURER: You are stretching your
argument.

Mr. HUNTER: There is no stretching
about it, as a little mental arithmetic will
convines the Treasurer if he cares to indulge
in the cxercise. Again, I contend that the
incidence of taxution is not fair; that it falls
on a soction of the community, and that is
borne out by a review of the freights charged
on cur railways. Fully 15 per cent. is
added to the cost of living of rural residents
compared with the city residents, and the
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investments and enterprises of the State with
regard to railways should not be borne by
those who reside at long distances from
the cities; and, if no other course can be
adopted, then the zone system should be
inangurated. If the Government cannot see
its way to reduce rates, then a zone system
should be fixed, so that encouragement would
be given to rural settlement rather than fore-
ing people, on account of the high cost of
living, to leave the country districts and
come into the cities. That is what the ten-
dency is, because the extra cost of living
amounts to fully 15 per cent. in an area
from Chinchilla west, as compared with the
cost of living in the cities on the coast.

The SECRETARY rOR PUBLIC LANDS: Is not
that argument knocked on the head by the
fact that the greater proportion of our people
reside in the country?

Mr. HUNTER: They cannot all be in
the towns. There would soon be no towns at
all if that were so. Let us see whether
Queensland is in that favourable position
that the Treasurer makes out, as compared
with other cities in the Commonwealth. I
admit that, on account of the splendid sea-
sons we have experienced, Queensland has
been singularly blessed, and in spite of bad
government—(Government laughter)—we have
had a period of prosperity; but I do not
attribute the fact that we are in our present
financial position to anything the Govern-
ment has done to assist. We are told that
the (overnment have financed matters in
such o way that their loans have been a
wonderful success; that they had takew
advantage of the market at the right time;
that they had seized the psychological mo-
ment for placing their loans and have obtained
the very best possible terms. Now, let us
seo what is the actual position. Taking the
loans of the various States of the Common-
wealth and the interest payable on them, we
find that taking them over the whole period
New South Wales has been paying at the rate
of £3 11s. 4d. per cent. for all her loans.

The TREASURER: For what period?
Mr. HUNTER: I am taking the whole.

The TREASURER: I think you should be
fair, and quote from the more recent.

Mr. HUNTER : I want to give the figures
for the whole period, because, when the hon.
member talks, he talks about the Liberal
party’s period—any period of ten or four-
teen vears during the fifty years which the
Tory-cum-Liberals have had the reins of
power. Victoria paid £3 10s. 9d. per
cent.; Queensland, £3 14s. 1d. per cent.;
South Australia, £3 12s. 8d. per cent.;
and Western Australia—this much tabooed
and Labour-ridden State—£3 10s. 8d. per
cent, That does not say too much in favour
of the financial management of this State.
Then we find that the Government have re-
cently started a sinking fund, and they have
a matter of a few thousand pounds to their
credit, and, instead of its being vested in
trustees, with instructions to invest it. az any
other sinking fund is invested, -they merely
are authorised to buy Government deben-
tures and hold them at a certain rate of
interest. Not so in Western Australia or in
some other States. In Western Australia,
they have a fund which aggregutes £3,309,346,
and this fund is vested in trustees and in-
vested in British, Indian, and colonial secu-
rities, and from time to time it is applied
in redeeming the loans that are maturing.

Mr. Hunter.]
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That is the Jbject and the sound principle
that should guide all Governments in hand-
ling a sinking fund. In Victoria they have a
sinking fund of £1,226,667; in New South
Wales, £381,893; South Australia, £299,567—
all larger sums than we have here in Queens-
lsnd. That. again, does not prove that our
finances are being so well managed. Then we
come to short-dated bills and public deben-
tures. and we find that in New South Wales
ithey have short-dated debentures amounting
to £6.,000.000; Vietoria, £12,000,000; and
Queensland. £14,000,006; and South Aus-
tralia, £2.000.020. Then we find that Qucens-
Jurd also comes out disadvantageously in
connection with Treasury bills in aid of
revenue. They have none in New South
Wales #nd Vietoria, whilst in Queensland we
have £1.087,050.

The TreEAsURER: Do you know that New
South Wales is offering 5 per cent. in the city
of Brizbane for money?

Mr. HUNTER: I am not talking about
wwhat they are doing to-day. We have heard
a lot abeat what they are doing already dur-
ing this debate. I am talking about things
as up to the 30th June last. Now we come
to the public debt, and wec find that it
amounts in New South Wales to £58 13s. 4d.
per head of population, Victoria £45 3s.,
Queensland £81 13s. 4d., South Australia
£68 18+, 5d., and Western Australia £96 8s.

The Tressvrer: Do not forget that we
© have a greater mileage of railway and a
smaller population.

Mr. HUNTER: And do not forget that
our railways cost just about one-half what
they cost in New South Wales to build.
Then we come to some more of the financial
manegement of the Treasurer. As 1 have al-
ready peinted out, the unforeseen expendi-
ture last year increased very considerably.
As a matter of fact, it has gone up in leaps
and bounds. Not enly that, but the cxpen-
diture hes also gone up. If we go back for
twenty years, we find that it was £7 14s. 8d..
whilst to-day it is £10 10s. 11d. per head.
The unforeseen expenditure ten yesrs ago
was £32,810 14z, and last year it amounted
to £225,423 14s. 1d. That is a treneadously
big jump, and it scems to me to be simply
laying a foundation wherebr the Treasurer
may manipulate large surpluses iuto smalil
surpluses, and thus set at defiance the Act
which was passod to lead to a reduction of
the public debt. We have also had a good
deal zaid to the cffect that for the last ten
vears there has been a continuation of sur-
pluses, but that is not the history of the
Liberal party. Lot me tell this House, and
the Treasurer too, that, taking the amount
of surpluses and the amount of deficits
during the whole period of Liberal and Tory
Governments—which are synonymous in a
sense—that the actual total of deficits ex-
ceeded the surpluses by £2.619.865 4s. 6d.. so
that, if we were to close up the reign of the
Liberal party. we would find them ending up
their period with the deficit I have just men-
tioned. Now, I ask what the Government
have done in any way to bring about the
wonderful prosperity we have experienced ?
They do not claim to have brought about the
good seasons. Even the Treasurer does not
profess that he is responsible for them. Then,
I ask, what has he done to bring about the
wonderful production in wool and stock which
has occurred throughout the, great West?
What has he done to assist in the develop-
ment of our industries, or to increase the area
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of land under maize or potatoes? Have the
Government assisted in any shape or form
the secondsry industries of the State? All I
find in the Financial Statement is assertion
after reassertion of the wonderful progress of
Quecnsland ; but what has been done by the
Liberal party to assist in this progress? I
say, absolutely nothing. What has been done
is due to good scasons and not to the good
management and super-excellent finance which
is claimed for the party. We have at the
present time an opportunity for the Govern-
ment to step in and do something, not only
for the woolgrowers, but also for the whole
of the people of Australia; that is, in con-
nestion with our Ipswich Woollen Company,
where, I think, the Government should offer
to assist to duplicate the works and solicit
orders from the Imperial Government, so that
they might go on full shifts, turning out in
a manufactured condition our raw wools.
Then we have a cotton mill practically lying
idle. These arc things that the Government
might do. Why are these factories lying
practically idle?

Mr. MunpeY: The dropping of the bounty
by the (Cfommonwealth practically shut up
the cotton-mills.

Mr. HUNTER: It is possible for this
Government to move the Federal Govern-
ment, but they have not done so. There
is no reazon why they should stand still
When the Government has any trouble about
finance, they call a conference of Treasurers
and Prewiers, and they come to resolutions
and fix matters up. Why should that not he
done in conneation with manufactures?
Never was a better opportunity in the his-
tory of Australia for our secondary indus-
tries to be placed in a satisfactory position;
never was a better opportunity to assist those
engaged in trade and manufacture as well as
primary production. To my mind, instead of
this war causing such great alarm, it should
give us the greatest confidence, because we
have within outselves everything that is ne-
cessary to make this great country. And now
we are shut off from that severe competition
from abroad and the cheap labour we have
had to eontend with in the past, there is
an oppertunity for the Government te urge
a big step forward in the matter of our
socondary industries. INot only in connection
with the sccondary industries have the Go-
vernment failed, but also in connection with
the primary industries. Last year. in con-
nection with the selection of lands, there
was a bad slump compared with even ten
vears ago. (omparing 1907 with last year.
we find that there were 1,948 agricuitural
farms selected. and last yvear there were only
1.447, or a shortage of 471. In connection with
agricultural homesteads, in 1907 there were 36%
selected, as against twentv-four last year—
another slump of 245; of unconditional =elec-
tions there were ninety-one selectors, as
against forty-one last year, or another slump
of fifty. making a total shortage of 766
people in regard to those who took up agri-
cultural sclections last year as compared with
seven vears ago. That does not show much
progress.

The SecRETARY ror Punnic Laxps: Why do
vou not compare the vear before last?

Mr. HUNTER: T am going bhack to show
that we are not making progress: that there
was more progress made seven years ago in
that particular class of selection than was
made last year. Tt might be more acceptable
to the Hon. the Secretary for Public Lands to
compare this year with last year, but I am
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not considering the Minister in the matter. I
am considering the progress of the State, and
there was less progress made in regard to
selection last year; in fact, there was a short-
age compared with seven years ago. The
shortage in area was greater—a shortage of
245,764 acres, What have the Labhour Go-
vernment besn doing in New South Wales,
which has been accused of being a spend-
thrift Government? They are not falling
short:  there land selection is increasing.
Iet us consider one branch of their system of
settlement. They have to adopt the most
extensive method of settlement because of
the shortage of Crown land in that Stato.
They lhave to buy lands and irrigate them.
They have established large rveservoirs to
provide large bodies of water in the most
extensive way, so that their lands can le
fully utilized. The Murrumbidgee scheme
will enable 250,000 acres to be irrigated as
a consolidated block. In addition the Go-
vernment have sccured 1,000,000 acres of

land for settlers for irrigated farms. The
total cost of the works and lands is
£5,500,000. When fully settled it will com-

prise 7,000 farms, and it is expected to
have a population of 50,000 poople. There
vou have an indication of what the New
South Wales Labour Government are doing
to «ettle people on the land, and in such a
wrayv that the smallest arca of land will pro-
duce the greatest possible results. The first
farm was granted in 1912, and last vear they
bhud 705 sclections taken up, 622 of which are
occupied. There are 147 miles of drains, 205
miles of roads, 260 miles of channels, and
4.000 people are settled there. 1 contend
that we are not dealing with our Quecensland
lands as we should, and that in spite of the
financial admninistration that is so much ad-
mired, not only by hon. members opposite
but by the country partv, the Government
are not doing for Queensland the great work
which might be done. Considering the vast
amount of our territory and our wonderfully
fertile lands, we arc not taking advantage
of our opportunities, and should a bad time
come the Treasurer will be the first to feel
the result, because we are living largely on
good seasons and not good government. The
hon. member for Burrum, with that parrot
cry which has been heard from members
opposite during the whole of this debate,
said that the Financial Statement had not
been touched by members on this side; that
it was too good to touch. He said the leader
ci the Opposition got up and hardly ever
referred to it. But the leader of the Oppo-
sition referred to all the big headings in
connection with it. He referred to the
stability of the note issue.

The TreEasuRER: The leader of the Opposi-
tion’s address was very largely the same as
given twelve months ago.

Mr. HUNTER: Tt was nothing of the
sort. He referred to maturing loans, to the
selling of assets; to the repurchase- of
estates; to the railway stores—a matter of
£800,000; unforeseen expenditure; Renard
trains, and McKeen cars, which cost £30,000
and which are now on the scrap heap; the
present need for a Royal Commission and
public works committee; and he clinched
¢ach of the charges levelled by him against
the Government by comments of the
Auditor-Geveral, thereby showing that it
wvas not his opinion only that he was
iving, but that he was backed up by the
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opinion of the Auditor-General. The speech
i the leader of the Opposition was master-
ful, if not exhaustive—(Government laughter)
—dealing with the great guestion of finance
as only a man of his outstanding ability
might. No hon. member on the opposite
side of the IHousc has attempted to reply to
him so far. What did the hon. member for
Buirum ray about finance? With thas wild
war whoop of his, which showed more lung-
power than anxthing clse, he went for the
liolman Government and the Scaddan Go-
verunmnent,

The Tre:=URER: He got home on them.

Mr. HUNTER: He quoted from certain
speeches of Messrs. Iiolman and Scaddan,
and extracts from the " Sun” and Sydney
* Bulletin,” without giving their conrext.

The TrReAsURER: Do you kunow a paper
catled the © Sydney Mail 77?

Mr. HUNTER: Yes.

The TREASURER: I would suggest you have
a look into that.

My, HUNTER: That has nothing to do
with the Iinancial Statement. (Laughter.)
The hon. gentleman can give us extracts
from it when he replies if he wants to. I
contend that the leader of the great country
party fell very short of the position he
holds when he said that the note issue was
not responsible for the sense of sclvency
which existed in Australia to-day. Was it
not found necessary for the Imperial Go-
vernment to arrange for a note issue in
connection with the Bank of England? Is
not Canada in the same position? It is
a well-known fact that money is short, but
that it may be obtained if it is short is
the great power that makes for solvency
and sccarity., The Treasurer himself said
that if cecssion arises, he himself will take
advantage of the cffer made by the Fisher
Government in this connectior. And yet he
would deny that the financial security we
are enjoyving in Australia is due to that
cause. Now, I want to refer to something
else the hon. gentleman said. He said that
the Labour party had a country policy and
a town policy. So we have. (Government
laughter.) Our policy is a universal policy,
and, therefore, it must have both a town and
country application, because it seeks to estab-
lish the rural, industrial, and commercial life
of the State, and to place them on a sound
economic basis. What is the hon. gentleman’s
policy? The policy of the corner party is to
deceive the primary producer, to block the
cane price board, to foster trusts and com-
Innes, who plunder the producers and con-
sumers of the State; and if there was a
third plank, to deprive the taxpayers of their
political rights, and thereby save their own
political skin. = The hon. gentleman showed
how insincerc were h.s criticisms and how
urworthy were his bluff and wild war whoop
which he made, when he refused to accept
the offer of the leader of the Opposition to
Lave the Premicr’s speech and the spoech
o1 the leader of the Opposition printed and
distributed on condition that the hon. mem-
ber paid half the cost thereof. That is

evidence of how insincere the

[4.30 p.m.] hon. member was. I notice that

the Estimates for the Home Sec-
1otary’s Department are £17.506 less than
those for last vear as far as hospitals and
charitable institutions are concerned. That
is the wrong place to start cutting down,
and will probably be severely handled when:

Mr. Hunter.]
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the Estimates come up for discussion later.
I notice the Estimates for the Agricultural
Department for this year are £7,357 less
than they were last year. That is how
our agricultural industry is going to be
fostered this vear, though it is an industry
which ought to be fostered above all other
industries at the present time. Every effort
should be made to promote and extend the
agricultural industry, and so find foodstuffs

for the defenders of the Empire. We
have not heard a word from the corner
party,  who misrepresent the farmers,

profesting against this cutting down of funds
which were already too small. The Trea-
surer may go on cutting down the vote
for the Agricultural industry, and vet not
one single word of objextion comes from
hon. members opposite.” T am not one of
those who believe that we are going to have
a very bad time; I believe that things will
right themselves, and that the war will not
affect us in the way some persons fear. 1
sm confirmed in this belief by the fact that
money iz plentiful in Great Britain. On
the 15th Aungust the Imperial Government
asked for a war loan of £15,000,00J, and it
vas subscribed nearly three times over at
£3 13s. 1d. per cent. On the 28th August
they asked for another war loan  of
£15.000.000. which was also subscribed nearly
thres times over at £3 15s. 6d. per cent. ;
and on the 15th September they asked for a
third war loan of £15.000,000, and that
also was subscribed three times over at £2
13s. 6d. per cent. This shows that if money
1 needed it can be found. We find also
that the 1oney market in London is show-
ing a deeided tendency towards lower prices,
three months’ bills being 34 per cent. as
against 3¢ per cent. for one month the week
before.  We further find that there is an
increase in coin and bullion from £48,000.000
1y £59.600.000 inside the month, and that
during the same period the resorves have
inereased from  £32,000,000 to £42.000.000.
It scems to me that there is every reason to
hope that money will be cheaper as well
as more plentiful.  When the

3 war s
over there is every prospect that we
shall have gocd times in Australia, but

much will depend upon whether we have
. the courage and enteiprise to scize the
opportunity offered and to make the best
use of our resources and opporbunities. The
Treasurer has said a good deal about the
fact that the amount of revenue now ro.
quired for interest on the public debt
i~ only 5 per cent. 'That fact does not
imply anything, considering how cur revenue
is rabred.  As we get more railways and
receive a larger revenue, the amount re-
quired for interest will grow less in propor-
tion. That is only a natural conrequence, so
that the fact that the amount of revenue
required for interest has been reduced from
10 per cent. some years ago to 5 per cent.
now is unworthy of a place in the Financial
Statement.  Anybody who deals with the
matter in a serious, not a flippant, manner
must see that for himself. I trust that the
great cloud which rests over the homeland
will soon disappear, and that the Treasurcr
will realise the full amount of his estimates,
Anything that I can do or that any member
on this side of the House can do to assist in
the realisation of that estimate will be done,
and I shall be one of the first to con.
gratulate the Treasurer on the realisation
of his estimates if the opportunity offers.
{Hear. hear!)
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
(Hon. J. Tolmie, Toowoomba): I desire to
say & few words before this debate terminates.
I have listened with a great amount of in-
terest and possibly some instruction to the
remarks which have fallen from the hon.
member for Maranoa in connection with the
Financial Statement. Members on this side
of the House have charged members on the
Opposition side, from the leader downward,
with having offered no true criticism of the
Financial Statement, and evidently the hon.
member for Maranoa has been charged with
the task of dealing with the Financial State-
ment in order to remove from the Opposition
the stigma that they arc not able to handle
the Statement submitted by the Treasurer.
I quite sympathise with hon members oppo-
site who have not besn able to handle that
Statement for the reason that it is so sound,
that it shows that great progress has been
made. and that it demonstrates that the State
of Queensland is in such a healthy condition
that there is very little opportunity for ad-
versely criticising the Financial Statement.
1 listenad with a great deal of interest to
the remarks of the hon. member for Mara-
noa, because I understood that he was going
to bear the burden of dealing with the
Financial Statement; but the hon. member
simply treated us to a conglomeration of
figurss dealing with the public debts of this
and the othen States. It is not possible for
me to say whether some of those figures re-
present the facts of to-day or not. The homu.
member frankly admitted that in his com-
parison he was not dealing with the events
of the last two years, so that a true estimate
might be formed of the progress or other-
wise made during that period.

The TrEasURER: It would be very incon-
venient for him to do that.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
Yes, because he would have been forced to
tell the Chamber that we have been pro-
gressing all along the line. Judging from
the figures *he hon. member guoted in con-
nection with my own department, I shouid
say that, if his figures dealing with other
matters are equally correct, we have listered
to a gross misrepresentation of the affairs of
this State as compared with the affairs of
other States in the Commonwealth. The
hon. member started out to prove three
propositions. Unfortunately, I did not catch
his first proposition, but in his second pro-
position he said he was going to show that
the incidence of taxation was inequitable. T
ask hon. members opposite, who are willing
to give an absolutely unbiased opinion on
the matter, whether the hon, member dealt
with the question of inequitable taxation?
Certainly, the hon. member made some slight
passing reference to freights and fares on
railwavs, but that was the only instance in
which he treated of taxation. Then he pro-
ceeded to tell us that the administration
was not under proper control. I lexve it to
the judzment of the House to say whether
the hon. gentleman has proved the third
proposition, or even the second proposition,
that he set out to prove. 8o far as the
first proposition is concerned, the hon. gentle-
man did not seem to think it was of such
great importance, because he never reiterated
the proposition he laid down. I think the
Treasurer of this State is to be congratulated
by all who have the interests of Queensland
at heart for the very excellent Financial
Statement that he has been able to submit
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at this juncture. In dealing with this State-
ment, we have to bring into comparison the
Statements that have been submitted just
about the same time by Treasurers of other
States. Those hon. members who keep
abreast of the current literature of the day
—particularly the newspaper literature—will
know that Queensland’s position is a most en-
viable one amongst the whole of the States.
{Hear, hear!) The Treasurer this time twelve
months ago put a certain proposition before
the House. He said that the revenue for the
year would reach a certain amount, and that
the expenditure would total a certain amount.
The hon. member for Maranoa laid down a
most amazing proposition this afternoon—
that the Treasurer should be bound down
absolutely £1 for £1 with the Statement
that he then put forth, without any deviation
to one side or the other.

Mr. HuntER: Be fair. I said that he
should make some reservation for that in
his Estimate.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS +
The hon. member said the Treasurer should
make some reservation, but he should then
be bound down £1 for £1 with the estimate
he made.

Mr, Hunter: He should get somewhere
near it.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS :
It is an absolute impossibility for a Treasurer
to put himself in such a_position. So long
as he is able to make both ends meet at the
end of the year, it is all right. If there is
any Increase in the revenue, then he has to
see that the money is properly distributed,
and that the amount has been absorbed in
unforeseen expenditure that must arise 1n
the course of the year in governing such an
enormous State as Queensland.

Mr. HaminTox: It is very large, amountine
£ £200,000. v e, amounting

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS -
In a matter of millions £200,000 is not a large
sum,

The PreMIER: All this expenditue has been
largely in the direction of increasing the
revenue of the State.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS .
That is quite true, as the Premier points out.
Iz it not a fine thing to be able to say that
we  have that surplus revenue—that the
administration has been such in all those
departments that there is a surplus to meet
such contingencies as may arise ?

Mr. BockER: And general financial buoy-
ancy.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS :
Yes, and general financial buoyancy. The
Treasurer’s position is the position of every
merchant who lays out at the beginning of
the year a certain plan that he desires to
achieve before the termination of that vear.
If he can do it satisfactorily, he is  well
pleased, cven if his expenditure is greater
and his revenue has increased beyond that
which he anticipated he was going o receive.
The charge made that hon. members on the
other side have not fairly dealt with this
Financial Statement has been amply sustained
by the statements they have made. They
have departed altogether from the Financial
Statement, with the exception of the hon.
member for Maranoa. e is the only member
on that side who set out to find something
wrong with the Statement, but he had a
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hard task, and he signally failed to do so.
The first - hon. gentleman to whom we
naturally look for criticism of the Financial
Statement is the leader of the Opposition.
When I say ¢ criticism of the Financial State-
ment,” I mean a fair one, that is allowing
credit where credit is due, and passing censure
on the Government if censure should be given.
I contend that, so far as this year’s work is
concerned, this Government are very largely
free from censure. So far as the Financial
Statement is concerned, the leader of the
Opposition absolutely passed it over. He
deals with certain statements made by the
Auditor-General, and then he essayed the task
of putting the Labour party’s platform into
** Hansard.”” Tlaving put the Labour platform
into ‘“Hansard,” he thought he had done
remarkably good work.

Mr. HARDACRE: So he did.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
He may have done good work for his party,
but he did not do good work for ‘the country.
With regard to the report of the Auditor-
General, some of those statements had refer-
ence to the Department of Public Lands, and
I intend to say just a word or two in con-
nection with what was said by the lcader of
the Opposition. We do not find fault with
the criticism cf the Auditor-General, It is
his business to examine the accounts of the
State, and if he finds that the accounts of
the State are incorrect, it is his business to
lay those matters before this Chamber.
(Hear, hecar!) But it is not his business to
deal with policy in any shape or form.
That does not come within the province of
his work. His work is merely that of an
accountant. The hon. member for Maranoa
made serious criticism of the Auditor-General
m his speech, although he never mentioned
the gentleman’s name so far as I can recollect.
Still, he could tell us this account was wrong,
and the other account was wrong; that all
the accounts right through, from the begin-
ning to the end were absolutely wrong, but
the hon. gentleman signally failed in the dis
charge of his duty in not putting the dif-
ferent accounts that were wrong before this
House.

Mr. HuxtEr: The leader of the Opposition
told you them. There was no need for me to
go over them again.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
The leader of the Opposition said that the
Auditor-General had stated that it was time
that the Seaforth Estate was wiped off the
kooks, or wiped out in some way, becausc
it was a bad account. There is only one
way of wiping it out, and that is by taking
£32.000 from the consolidated revenue to set
against the money spent on that estate. I
quite acknowledge that it would be an excel-
lent thing to wipe that account out. At
the present time it stands in the books of the
departiient, and to a certain extent it occu-
pies a little time in dealing with that accouns
from year to year. It also occupies a little
time for the auditors of the Auditor-Gen-
cral’s Department, and he would prefer to
see it wiped out. But to wipe it out we
would have to set apart especially £32,000
from our revenue. Why should we, just for
the sake merely of obliging the Auditor-
General, or for a matter of sentiment, take
£32,000 from the revenue for the purpose of
dealing with that account? Why should we
deprive ourselves of £32,000 of revenue, if
wa can apply it better to the advancement
of Queensland than by wiping out that

Hon. J. Tolmse.]
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account ?. If we had created that debt,
there might be some reason in saying that
we were entitled, to wipe it out. If the time
arrives that we have more money in our
consolidated revenue account than we know
what to do with, then the strong probability
iz that we will {follow the advice tendered
by the Auditor-General. As a matter of
fzct, thc proposition has been considered
mor+ than once. We might. perhaps, get
some of the salvages of cther accounts in
connection with our closer settlement, and
then we would come to this Chamber and
aslc hon. members to wipe them all off. I
propose, before I sit down, to deal with the
closer settlement cccount, and show that, in
spite of the Seaforth Estate, we still have a
large credit balance in the closer settlement
aceount. and I will show that it is the most
substantial account that we have in Queens-
land to-day. Then, the Auditor-General has
called aitention to the position of a selector
or another estate. An arrangement—it was
before my time of office-—~was made in con-
nection with this particular estate; it was
an arrangement considered by the officers of
the department—by the Alinister who was
administering the affairs of the Lands De-
partment—as being one absolutely in favour
of the department. It meant a strong proba-
bility that we would be able to recover the
whole of our indebtedness, rather than that
we should lose, as would be the case if we
were to follow the usual course of absolutely
forfeiting the selections.

The Primizr: We are not here for the
purpose of evicting anybody.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS :
The policy of the Lands Department—and
credit will be given by members on the other
side although they may personally disagree
with me—the continuous policy of the Lands
Department has been always to endeavour
to keep the man on the land once vou get
Wim there, and give him every latitude that
is possible to enable him to recover his lost
position. That is what has been done in this
case, Had the financial crisis not have arisen
last year, so far as this particular estate is
concerned, the books of the department
would have been absolutely clear, but just
at that particular moment when the selector
was in the position of being able to go to
the private banks in Queensland to finance
him, there came along the financial strin-
gency, and he was unable to do so. This
vear he is in an equally bad position,
hut by making the arrangement that has
been made with that selector, the State
stands to get, and I believe in the long run
will get, all that is due right down to the
very last penny, and the poliey of the depart-
ment will be vindicated. That policy is to
keep the man on the land if it is possible
to do so. These two matters were mentioned
by the leader of the Opposition. He also
mentioned a third, which had passing refer-
ence hy the Auditor-General, and that was
that an investigation into the Survey Depart-
ment last year had cost a considerable
amount of monev. That investigation was
forced on by members sitting on that side of
the House, who stonewalled the Estimates of
the Survey Devartment for two nights, all
with a view of bringing about that irvesti-
gation. T told them at the time that the de-
partment had the matter fully in its grip;
that we were inquiring into it, end that the
safest and hest way to make discovery was to
allow the thing to go on as it had heen
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going. However, they sought a_public in-
quiry and they got a public inguiry. There:
were two inquirtes into the matter, and those
inquiries were not conducted by the Survey
Department at all.  The wnatter wes_taken
absalutely out of the hands of the depart
wment and passed over to the Justice Depart-
ment, and after a full and searching inquiry
was made it was found that scmebody,
apparently, had strings attached to hon.
moembers on the other side and was pulling
their legs--they struck a mare’s nest. That
inquiry made no discovery in any way, and
it only elicited the fact that some half-
dozen individual members of the public ser-
vice had been doing a little privats work and
ther were punished; and that was_the whole
result that was proved so far as the inguiry
was concerncd, It was feand that rhe work
way absolutely well done by the survepors,
and it was found that there was no material
discrepancy so far as the department was con-
ceruned.

Mr. Hamiwrox: There were
in tlie descriptions of land.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAXNDS:
T told the IHouse that the department would
send a competent man over the surveys and
see whether there were any discrepancies,
and the result has been that the deseriptions,
as laid down in the field books have been—
I won’t say absolutely accurate, but they
have been found accurats so far as one man’s
judgment as comparved with another's can
make them accurate,

Mr. ForLey: What was the officer punished
for?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
Tor breaking a rule of the public service
which says that officers of the public service
must not come into competition with outside
members of the community. I have dealt
with the statements of the leadsr of the
Opposition so far as extracrs from the
Auditor-General’s report are concerned: not
involving anything against the department,
but involving the policy of the departinent in
connection with certain accounts. and thab
policy has been followed to the advantage of
the tenants of the Crown, as it ought to be
in every case, so that they might reap their
full reward. I am not going to say very
much about the platform of the Labour party.
That seems to have been the great point the
leader of the Opposition desired to meke—
to secure in * Hansard’’ a copy of the plat-
form of the Labour party. That platform is
a long worn-out platform, and it is becoming
worm-eaten. All that has been good in that
platform has been taken over by the Liberal
party and has already been passed into law.
Very little of it remains of service, and all
it needs is a firestick putting into it. The
leader of the Opposition did not make any
criticism of the Statement. Possibly he
might have done so, as he has the ability,
but in this case the Opposition are like
Alsop’s fahle—the Athenians on the other
side as compared with the Lacedemonians
on this side. The Athenians understand
what is good, but it is the Lacedemonians
who put the virtue into practice. We glve
the Athenians on the other side full credit
of understanding what is good, and I hope
they will also give us, as the Lacedemoniaas,
the full credit of putting all those good
things into practice. Criticism is not merely
finding fault. In any true criticism credit
should also be given for the gcod work thab

fatsitications
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has been done. Has there been any such
criticism on the other side so far as the work
of the Treasurer is concerned? There has
not been a single point to which they have
directed their attention to show that the
Treasurer has not been working in the
interests of the State. Something might have
been said about what the Liberals have done,
and hon. members on the other side might
have pointed out that during the last twelve
months' there was an increased revenue for

the State. TIs that not something that is to
our advantage?

Mr. Fouey: Is that due to the Govern-
ment ?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
Certainly, due to the Government and to
the administration. Where there is bad
administration the affairs of the State cannot
progress. There must be confusion, and
with confusion in our industries there cannot
be that accumulation of wealth which is very
desirable, and which we all like to see.
During the last twelve months, under the
administration of the Liberal Government,
there has been an increase of revenue all
along the line. Then, hon. members might
have pointed out that the expenditure has
been kept within bounds in almost every
department; in most of the departments the
expenditure has been less than the Treasurer
stated he thought it would be when he
delivered his Financial Statement last year.
Not much less, but enough. There has been
a careful administration, a carcful exerecise
of oversight over the funds of the State. 1n
two or threc departments, where necessary,
where there has been an expanding work,
where development was taking place—
perhaps rapid development and unforeseen

development, it became necos-

[5 p.m.] sary that, in ovder to sustain

that development—to keep it
1 a condition of movement; progressing
—it was nccogsary to spend money that
had not been voted in the Estimates.

But that is done every vear in the State.
It is done every year wherover there is a
Government such as we have here in the
State of Queensland—throughout the whole of
the British dominions. Everv Treasurer or
every Government exercise the sime power
as was exercised by the pressnt Administra-
tion, and where they found it was necessary
to overspend the amount that had been voted,
they had the courage to do 5, knowing at
the same time that they were making
Queensland progress, and realising that,
when they came to this Chamber and sub-
mitted the extra expenditure to members,
then the House had the opportunity of criti-
cising them for that over-expenditure. if
they were so disposed ; but realising, too, that,
as is universally done, the House would
congratulate the Government on having had
the foresight te keep the country going
ahead as they did. If hon. members had
any desire to bhe fair to the Treasurer, ther
might have directed attention to the fact
that he was able to make his loan balances
revenue-producing. Hon. members on the
other side gave us a dissertation on the fact
that some of them were extraordinarily large.
But throughout the whole of last year we did
not allow it to rust in the coffers of any
bank. We put it out in short loans. The
money in London was at times put out for
a few days -in all cases it was revenue-pro-
ducing—and the Treasurer last year was able

1914—5 D
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to obtain from the various loans in the banks
suflicient interest to augment the figures
given in the statement to a considerable
extent.

The TREASURER: In some cases up to 4%
per cent.

Mr. K1rwan: Do you think this should be
a mutual admiration society ?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS ¢
The hon. member has asked me whether I
think this cught to be a mutual admiration
society. I say that where we find excellence,
where we find merit—in those cases it is a
fit subject for admiraticn all round. If hon.
members on the other side had a desire to
be fair to the Government they might have
directed attention to the fact that the per-
centage charged to revenue account of in-
torest was the lowest in the history of the
State. Never before in the history of Queens-
land was the percentage charged to revenue
on that account so low as it was during the
past year. Is that not somcthing of which
we have reason to be proud? Then, hon.
members have been talking a great deal
about the Savings Bank, and yet the very
fact that one person in every four in Queens-
land has an account in the Savings Bank is
something that will stand to the credit of
the State. I am not going to deal with the
amounts that may have been deposited in
other States, where large sums may be put in
the banlk so as to swell the amount deposited.
Al T want to deal with is this one fact—
that one person in every four has an account,
and that ineans that a vers considerable
propertion of the roung people—those who
are under the age of twentyv-one years—are
saving. and sceuring to themselves capital
for investmont in any Lusiness they may like
to take up subsequently. Why can we show
suth a grand result as that? It means that
the industry of Quoensland has been carried
on in a steady way throughout the whole
vear. thet work for the working men and
working women of Quecnslend has been of
a constant nature. They have been able to
save, they have been wble to accumulate,
#nd the result is shown in the Savings Bank
of the State. That is something that may
be said to the credit of the Government or
to the credit of the Treasurer when criticism
is directed at the Financial Statement. The
hon. member for Maranoa seems to be under
the irpression that all the money advanced
should come in proportionately. " He knows
very well, if he cared to put it before the
Heuse, that all this money that is taken and
distributed year by year must be greater
than that which is coming in, because it is
only coming in in very small guantities. A
loan under the Agricultmal Bank Act is
not geing to mature for twenty-five years;
only one twenty-fifth of that loan is coming
back each vear. The same applies to the
loans regarding workers’ dwellings, and the
same to the advances from the public estate
improvement fund, In Quecnsland the sum
of £250,000 has been advanced for the pur-
pose of improving the public estate. but that
15 only ccming back “at the rate of one-
twentieth each year, and that is the reason
why the income appears to be so much less
than the outgo—it is distributed over such
a great number of years The hon. the
leader of the Opposition was good engugh to
say that he desired to put in * Hansard
the Labour platform, but I have been
showing what the Liberal party have been

Hon. J. Tolmie.]
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actually doing. the work that they have been
accomplishing, and that has been generally
directed to improving the conditions of the
people.  That 1s the work of the Liberals of
the past; that is the work of the Liberals to-
dav; and it will be the work of the Liberals
for all time. Liberalism, as members oppo-
site know, stands for the home and for
humanity every time. (Opposition laughter.)
The Liberal policy is a policy that produces
work for the worker, and has been doing it
for the last ten years, during which the
Liberal party have been in power—keeping
people in constant employment. I dare say
that there mar be a c¢ase, such as the pre-
sent, when people are out of employment,
but where that is so it is not duc to a
general decay in the administration of the
departments by the Liberal party, but it is
due to factors over which even the Labour
party have no power, against which they
could not stand-—factors, too, that may be
removed at any time. It is quite true that the
hon. member for Gregory may have some cause
te feel that in his distriet men are not carn-
ing. We all feel that it is sad that it should
be the case, but the fact is that the work is
to zo on, and the Government have the
inoner to keep them employed, but we have
not the rails. In a very short while the
Minister for Railways, in all probability,
will have his rails ready to go on with that
work, and I hope that these indisiduals will
be in constant employment before many days
have gone by. I say that the policy of the
Iiberal party is one that produces work
for the worker. I go further, and say it is
2 policy that gives encouragement to the pro-
ducer; and in dealing with the Financial
Statement I shall show, before my time has
expired, that is the case. Further than that, I
want to emphasise that the policy of the
Liberal party is a policy that gives assistance
to the sick and the incapacitated. (Hear,
hear!) I say further that it is a policy that
supplies a mental equipment to the young
people of the State. I would further say that
i is the policy that secures development for
the country’s resources; and if that is not the
policy that stands for the whole of the people
-—if it is not the policy that stands for
humanity as we find it here in Queensland—
ther: I know no other policy that has ever
been put forward which is comparable to it.
We have been improving the social condition
of the people of the State. We have been
endcavouring to assist the working men to
homes of their own. so that they will not
be paying rent to some landlord. I would
like to show what has been done in the de-
partments under the control of the Treasurer
and the Secretary for Public Works during
the last twelve months. On the 30th June
last. the close of the financial year, there were
3.483 workers’ dwellings erected in Queens-
land. at a total cost of £894.244. Does not
the Liberal policy stand for the home when
it can point to a record like that? At the
close of the previous financial year the num-
ber of such homes was 1,918, The increase in
the vear was 1,565, Thut is, we erected five
workmen’s cottages for every working day in
the last financial vear. Is that not some-
thing for which this State should take credit,
and of which we should be proud? To show
that we are on safe ground, T may mention
that the balance to the credit of the profit
and loss account in connection with workers’
dwellings stands at the present time at
.£15.650%115. 5d.

Mr. GiLpay: That is only the duty of the
Giovernment.

[Hon. J. Tolmze.
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
It is a good Government that will do its duty,
and I am glad that hon. members realise that
it is the duty of the Goveinment to do this.
Having reached that pitch, I think the next
step to realise is that some credit is due to
the Government which will do its duty, as
this Government certainly has been doing.

Mr. O’SyLLIvAN: You are making a profit
out of it.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
Surcly you do not expect us to make a loss
out of it? You do not expect us to *“ Holman-
iso" this State, do you? This Government
has been exercising a control over the homes
of the people in regard to sanitation. The
Health Department has been doing its duty
throughout the year, as the report of the
department shows; and there has been a strict
supervision with regard fto the food supplies,
which has made the condition of the working
man and of everybody in the State much
better from that point of view. We know
that the food we are consuming at the present
time is all of the very highest standard of
quality. The Financial Statement discloses
that we have been finding work for the worker
all along, and that this Government has always
had the interest of the worker at heart. When
vou talk about the Labour platform, I say
that the Liberal party possesses the virtue of
having put into effect all that is good for
the working men of Queansland. All the mea-
sures that are to be found on the statute-book

. for the good of the workers are the work of

the Liberal party. The first Factories and
Shops Act was passed when the hon. member
for Townsville was Premier, and from that
day right on there have been improvements
in our legislation, always with the object of
bringing 1t right up to date and always with
the mtention of making the condition of the
worker better than it was before. It was
this party which passed the Workmen’s Lien
Act, the Machinery and Scaffolding Act, and
the Wages Boards Act, which gives the wor-
kers of Quecnsland an opportunity to obtain
the highest amount that it is possible to get
out of the industries in which they are
engaged. When you talk about the Labour
platform, look at the practical cffects of the
Liberal platform, and at all that this party
is doing in the direction of bettering the
condition of the workers. Then, it was the
present Sceretary for Public Instruction who
passed the Workers’ Compensation Act.

Mr. TlamiLTon. Which side of the House
were you sitting on when he passed it?

The SECRETARY F'OR PUBLIC LANDS :
I was on the side of the House that 1 am
on now. (Government laughter.) Last of all,
we gave the workers of Queensland the best
picce of legislation that it was possible to
give them—the Industrial Peace Act. We
gave them an opportunity of sayving whether
thev wanted to work, or whether they did
not want to work. We restored to them the
frecdom that had been filched away from
them, and put them in a position of absolutely
independent men. We did a great thing for
the working men and the working women
of Queensland, and something for which the
workers of the State have given us credit,
and for which, T belicve, they will continue
to give us credit. But I want to pass on to
the work that we are doing for the producer.
Look at what we have done in the direction
of railway construction during the year that
18 passod.

Mr. Fmrrry: The Drayton deviation.
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS :
‘The Drayton deviation is going on, and will
soon be completed, too. Rallway construe-
tion was carried on last year with an ex-
pedition unexampled in the history of this
State or in the history of any State of
Australia. Work was carried on on twenty-
five extensions. Was not that a practical
providing of work for the working men of
Queel)~]dnd ? And other extensions are going
on this vear. I do not want to anticipate,
Lut I believe that the Secretary for Rail-
ways will bring down a programme of rail-
way works that will continue to give employ-
ment to the working men of this State for
scme years to come.  All these factors that
I am now enumerat’ng show as clearly as
it is poisible for anything to show the steady
work that has been done during the past
year, and the interest that has been exhibited
by the Government in the working people of
this State. and how pleased we are to sce
them always employed; and the anticipations
i, that direction, I am glad to say, are
bright. Then, for the man on the land. we
rassed the Clozer Settlement Act, by which
we repurchased large estates for the benefit
of those who wished to settle on that land.
That has been a good investment for this
State. Some exception has been taken on
the other side to the want of selection on the
Seaforth Estate, which is still in the hands
«1 the Government. But during the time
the Closer Settlement Act has been in opera-
tion, land has been purchased to the extent
of £1,713,165, and the land that has becen
sold has 1'ealised £1,826,781. The land un-
sold and reserved at the present is valued
at £228,118, the tentdtive value of land avail-
able for sale is £60,853, and the total
amounts to £2,115,754. That is now the
value of the estates that we repurchased.
Deducting from that the purchase price of
£1,732,165, we have a credit balance of
£402.589. and if we take oub of that the
arrcars on the Seaforth Estate. and arrears
on other estates, we have yet a profit or
credit balance of £345,789. Have I not
i'roved conclusively that, so far as the rela-
tions of the Government arce concerned with
closer settlement. that account stands in as
firm a condition as any account in the State
of Queensland or the Commonwealth? The
fact that we have not wiped out the Seaforth
Fstate does not affect the stability of the
cioser scttlement account in the slightest.
Then, in regard to the work we have bacn
doing for the producer, we have becn mak-
ing land available for him all along the line.
The hon. member for Maranoca quoted some
figures, and he was distinctly unfair in his
quotation. Ile took the very best year in
the history of Queensland, so far as small
settlers are coucerned, and then he said that
the amount of land settled now was not as
creat as it was in the past; that there was a
decadenens. T asked him to take into con-
#deration the last two years, 1912 and 1913,
eond to contrast them. If he had done so.
the story he would have had to tell would
bave heen quite a different ore. Ile eould
have gone to the Lands Department and got
the requicite figures, but instead of that he
woes to  Knibbs” and quotes a document
that is two vears behind the times Is that
done with the desire of showing what are
the true conditions of the State of Queens-
tand? Is it not more with a desire of, per-
haps, being able to work a point and to
say that in 1907 the number of small settlers
<onstituted a record? T believe that the year
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or which we have now entered, and which
will terminate, so far as the Lands Depart-
ment is concerned, on the 30th December, will
be the record with regard to the number of
small settlers. Taking the land settled last
vear, we then made available 11,151,101 acres.
and that was a record for Queensland. That
cannot be controverted by the hon. member.
“he area selected was 9,035,315 acres. and
that, too. was a record which cannot be con-
troverted by the hon. member, The increase
in agricultural farms in 1913, and also in 1912,
was 106, showing that up to the 30th June
this vear we have made an increase so far

. the small settler is concerned.  The total
ircrease in the number of selections of all
kinds taken up was 291, or ncarly an addi-
tional welection for every working day in
last year. If the hon. member had had a
desire to be fair to Queensland, he would
have gone to the Lands Department and ob-
hnm\d those figures, and he would have been
ir a position then to say whether we were
ma,kmg progress in land settlement or not.
Then, 1 regard to assistance to the producer,
have we not done good work in connection
with our Agricultural Bank, as was exhibited
i our Statement last Vear7 Not only did
the bank do good work last vear, but we
were also in the position that we were able
tc come down with an amending Bill to
give greater facilities to the man on the
lend, and making his condition as far as
the Agricultural Bank is concerned better
than the condition of the settlers in any
other State of Australia. Last year good
work was done, and it is embodied in the
figures for the year. As far as this institu-
tion is concerned, the total advances have
been £1,253,546, ‘and the total number of
accounts to the 30th June, 1914, were 5,111.
Has it not been very beneficial to the State
of Queensland? Have not our settlers de-
rived much advantage from the institution?
I would like to quote something from those
persons who have had bencficial rclations with
the bank, but I find my time is getting short,
and I will not be able to get the matter in,
which I regret very much, but, perhaps, 1
will be able to do it on thg Estimates.

Mr. Kirwan: It will be very Interesting.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
It will be instructive, which is better than
interesting. It has been alleged that the
bank is not sympathetic towards the settler,
but here are the documents written by per-
sons who have themselves applied to the
bank, all showing that they have derived
advantage from it, and praising the work
being done in the management of it. That
gives an indication that the work has not
been incflicient. I said that 5,111 persons had
utilised the bank up to last vear. 1,599 new
accounts were opened durmg the year, as
against 1,417 in the previous year, and 514
advances were repaid, indieating that people
were getting on their feet. The credit bal-
ance at profit and loss account on 30th June
was shown to be £18,206 1s. 1d. We thus
see that these trust accounts associated with
the administration of the Government are in a
sound condition. I would like to dilate upon
the work which has been done in connection
with the public estate improvement fund, but
T will, perhaps, have an opoprtunity to deal
with that on the Estimates. I want the Com-
mittee to know that £250,000 has been ex-
pended in improving roads and making ap-
proaches in places where land has been taken

Hon. J. Tolmie.]
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up for settlement. That money has relieved
the strain upon local authorities and given
the sottlers the means of getting to the
nearest market. Then, I wonld like to point
out that as far as the settler is concerned,
we have also been assisting him by giving
him marsupial netting on easy and protrac-
ted terms. Everything that is possible to do
for the producer the Government has been
doing. I have shown what we have been
deing so far as the working men’s homes are
concerned, and what we have been doing for
the worker himself and for the producer;
but we do not stop there. We go right down
to deal with the very children of the com-
munity, and some of the legislation that has
been passed by this Government through the
instrumentality of the present Minister for
Public Instruction and his predecessor has
been amongst the most humanitarian in the
whole of the civilised world. (Ilear, hear!)
The child in Queensland can go from tho
State school right to the University without
costing his parents a single penny. We care
for the welfare of the ehild in the schools;
we give the best sanitary and hygienic con-
ditions. We send special medical officers
around to see that the health of the child
is being maintained while he is at school.
1s not that a great work which is being done
all over Queensland by the Liberal party?
Am I not justified in saying that we are
putling into practical effect all that is good
50 far as the Labour platform is concerned?
It is on the statute-book now, and it is being
done by way of administration, and all that
15 left of the Labour platform 1s nothing but
the svern-out husk of a policy that has become
cffete. Let me speak with regard to what
has been done for the general community.
The hon. member for Maranoa was going to
tell you that the incidence of taxation was
uneven. but he never got beyond making
the statement, because he found he was not
justified in making it and that he could not
substantiate what he was going to say. He
Jot it pass over after having made a state-
ment that would get into “ Hansard.” There
hus been no additional taxation, so far as
this Government, is concerned, while it has
been in office. I might point out with par-
donable pride that there has been some re-
mission of taxation. It may not be of large
amounts, but that remission of taxation re-
moves some of the burdens which lay upon
the man on the land. The Government have
been endeavouring to adjust the taxation to
those best able to bear it. Even with re-
gard to our railway taxation, is it not_the
goods which are of the greatest value which
are rated the highest so far as freights are
concerned ?  The produce of the pastoralists,
such as wool, hides, and tallow, pay a greater
rate of freight than do chaff, and lucerne,
and agricultural produce, or eream and milk,
I say there has been a just appreciation of
the conditions of the people, and that there

has been a discrimination in
[5.30 p.m.] taxation so as to put the burden

on those best able to bear it. As
far as the income tax is concerned, we have
not #aid that, in order to face the trouble
that may be hefore us, we shall have to
remove the exemption under the Income Tax
Act. No. We are keeping the working man
as free from texation as we can. Some per-
cons may say that it might have been wise
had we come down and said that we were
going to increase the income tax in view
of the difficulty which may face us in the
future: but we have not done that. We
think that, by the careful administration

[Hon. J. Tolmae.
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which has characterised this Government in
the past, we shall be able to do all that we
are called upon as a Government to do dur-
ing the present crisis, and at the same time
ba able to make both ends meet. If we
find that we are not in that position, I am
certain that we shall have the courage to
face the situation and do what is right in
the intcrest of the whole community and
in the interest of the Empire as well. (Hear,
hear!) I may also point out that good work
has been done through the hospitals for the
sick and suffering. The hon. member for
Maranoa stated that the appropriation for
hospitals  and charitable institutions is
£17.000 less this year than it was last year;
but I would remind the Committee that we
are still going to pay £2 for every £1 sub-
seribed locally. We have fulfilled our obliga-
tions in that respect in the past, and we
shall do so in the future. There is no country
in the world, perhaps, that has done more
in that connection than Queensland has done.
Now, let me say something with regard to
what we stand for so far as the liberty of
the individual is concerned. We are not a
Government who are giving preference to
unionists. No; we do not believe in prefer-
ence to any persors. If we wished to put
into pructice the policy enunciated by mem-
bers opposite, and say that a workman has
no right to work, no right to earn a living,
unless he conforms to cevtain political
opinions, could we not with the majority
behind us carry out such a policy? We do
not do anything of that kind; such an idea
is unthinkable to the Liberal party. But the
Labour party say that no matter how diffi-
cult the position of a man may be, no matter
how great h's nceds, he must not get work
unless he belongs t6 a union. Is that in
conformity with the principles of humanity
or of the British idea of what is fair and
honest? Is it a fair thing to say to any
man that, unless he conforms to cerfain
cast-iron regulations, he has no right to live
and no right to earn bread for himself. his
wife, and family ? Our policy is to give equal
opportunity to every person, o that he may
be able to earn a living for himself—so
that he may be able to use those faculties
with which God has endowed him for the
advantage of himself and of those dependent
upon him. That is the essence of Liberalism
in the past; it is the essence of Liberalism
to-dav; and I believe it will be the esscence
of Liberalism for all time.

GovaryMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. SWAYNE (Mirani): Queensland has
every causc to be gratified with the State-
ment presented by the Treasurer. This is
the fourth time that the hon. =zentleman has
given us ground for pleasure in connection
with his Financial Statement. The facts dis-
closed in the Statemeoent as regards adminis-
tration are in accordance with the Liberal
policy, and indicate a vigoreous develepmient
of our natural resources and a general im-
provement in our social conditions. I find
that the Treasurer was most careful, T mayv
say most exact, in his estimate of the
revenue for last year. The amount received
over the estimate was £174.530, which is less
than 3 per cent. of the total revenue. Any
Treasurer who can estimate within 3 per
cent. the revenue from a State like Queens-
land possesses most valuable qualifications
for the position he holds. Some hon. mem-
bers have eriticised the Treasurer. not be-
cause he was s0 far out in his estimate of



Supply.

revenue, but because he was out in his esti-
mate of expenditure. What sort of a busi-
ness man would the Treasurer be if when he
found that money was coming into the Trea-
sury he locked it up? The hon. member for
Maranoca, who was the first speaker on the
Opposition side of the House who really
dealt with the Financial Statement, would
not, I think, follow such a principle in his
own business. I notice that the Department
of Railways expended £141,051 more than it
was estimated the department would spend
during the year. But it must be remem-
bered that this department used it to mect
public requirements—to provide more trains
as the traffic inereased, so expenditure in
any year may usefully increase beyond
what is expected. It is good manage-
ment to sxpend it in money-earning addi-
tions, and no business man would lock up
that revenue when it was nceded to provide
oxtra trains and additional station and traffic
accommodation. In the same way, I notice
that the Treasury Department expended
£33,301 more than was anticipated in the
eitimate, and that that sum was largely
spent in inaking the Government Printing
Officc. more up to date, putting in more
machines in order that they might be able
beiter to cope with the increasing business.
Again, I notice that in this exposition of
financial misdeeds entered upon by members
opposite, there is the astounding statement
that no money belonging to the Savings
Bank has been used to assist the Agricul-
tural Bank. or in the erection of workers’
dwellings. When the hon. member for
Maranoa said that he must have known that
the statement was directly contrary to fact,
and possibly he hoped that it would pass
without correction. What are the figures in
connection with this matter? According to
the credit balances in the Auditor-General’s
report. page 11, the Government Savings
Bank funds of £9,401,875 have placed against
them £2.412.297 as a debit balance on ac-
count of the general trust funds. We can
trace that debit balance, and ascertain that
money was used directly for assisting the
Agricultural Bank, and for similar purposes,

have nere the Treasurer's tubles, and I
find by Table I. page 29. that only £91,027
was pald to the public balances in the
Queensland National Bank. But we find in
trust accounts, page 14, Table D, the ad-
vances to settlers fund benefited to the extent
of £629 during the year, and the Agricul-
tural Bank fund benefited to the extent of
£256.783 altogether. The amounts used for
the advances to settlers fund, Agricultural
Bank fund. agriculture and stock special
standing fund. brands fund, meat fund,
public estates fund, sugar fund. closer scttle-
ment, and <o on, totalling during the vear
£1.,422.709. all from trust account. Yet hon.
gentlemen opposite said that nothing of the
kind was done. I think vou can take that
as a falr sample of the ecriticism of the
Financial Statement from the other side.
Tho leader of the Opposition did not criticise
the Statement at all. He began to talk
about the (ommonwealth Bank and other
things quite foreign to it. The hon. member
for Maranon is the only member opposite
who dealt with the TFinancial Statement.
That is part of his eriticism which T
have just referred to, and it shows that it
is utterly untrustworthy. I find that, as
usual, in riilway building Queensland occu-
pies the premier position in Australia, There
were 189 miles of railway built during the
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financial year, and since the 1st of July a
further 56 miles have been opened. It shows
that the loan money borrowed by this State
has been well handled and well managed
when we find tnat the interest charged repre-
sents only little more than 5 per cent. of the
gencral revenue. A few years ago the
interest charged amounted to considerably
over 20 per cent. To show the expansion
that has taken place in our trade and pro-
duction during the last five years of Liberal
administration, we find, on page 17 of the
Treasurcr’s Statement, that outward ship-
ping has increased by 619,000 tons. We {ind
also that land settlement during that time
has increased by 50 per cent. Last year no
less than 11,151,000 acres were taken up for
settlement. All this has been done during
the regimec of the Liberal Administration.
Those two items—Iland settlement, and in-
crease of outward shipping—are sufficient to
show the advance that has been made. Com-
ing now io loan matters, T think that in a
State such as this—in fact, in all Australian
States—it is necessary to have a loan policy
for the construction of railways and doing
development work. I think T am right in
saying that in Queensland we stand in a
position uncqualled by any State in Aus-
tralia. We were the only State in Australia
to commence the year with a credit balance
of over £3,000,000 in the loan fund. It is
just as well to emphasise that in order to
show the good position which Queensland
occupies in comparison with the other States.
It is perfectly fair to mention what other
States have done in conncetion with loan
matters in order to emphasise the position
in which Queensland stands to-day. During
the last three years Western Australia, under
socialistic control, increased its indebtedness
by £10,000,000, and during that period we
only increased our indebtedness by £5,000,000,
while our interest charge per head is a great
deal less than that of Western Australia. In
New South Wales they state that they had a
surplus last year, but how was it brought
about? During the year additional taxation
was put on to the extent of £1,813,000:
without it there would have been a deficit,
Some of it was additional income tax, and
the rest stamp duties. I might point out in
regard to stamp duty that the additional
taxation will fall on the consumer—will
he passed on by the business people. In fact.
it will fall on the small man more or less as
thev will all have to pay their share. Western
Australia is in much the same position
That iz how they bring about their surplus
in a socialistic-governed State. They put on
fresh taxation. In the Statement which we
have before us a surplus is again anticipated,
but there is nothing mentioned in the shape
of additional texation. Queensland has a
surplus vear after vear, and although we are
spending large sums of money, it is all done
without additional taxation. Then, again. to
show the excellent position we stand in in
Queensland T find from the tables published
hy the CGovernment Statistician that lividg
expenses and house rent costing 19s. 6d in
Queensland . costs £1 2s. 5d. in Perth, and
£1 3s. 6d. in Sydney, while the general aver-
age throughout the Commonwealth is £1 1s.
11d., so that the worker in Qucensland is
2s. 6d. better off in every £1 than the worker
in Perth and 3s. 6d. better off than the
worker in Sydrey. These figures are taken
from ¢ Knibbs,” and the same authority
states that, so far as the effective wage is

Mr. Swayne.
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concernced, Queensland stands highest in the
fist. That is the satisfactory result that
accrues through having a Liberal Admims-
tration at the head of affairs. It goes with-
out saying that the position of the farmer
particularly appeals to me, because I am
a farmer myself. One of the first things that
we need to look at is railway construction,
because one of the farmer’s first require-
ments is the facilities for getting his produce
to market. While we opened 190 miles of
new railways last financial year, New South
Wales only opened 37 miles and Western
Australia 113 miles—150 miles altogether
against our 190. We find that the total
amount spent in connection with the Agricul-
tural Bank, Workers’ Dwellings Board, charges
under the closer settlement fund, co-operative
production at central sugar-mills, and so on,
amounted to £4,147,000 altogether. That is a
very considerable amount to spend on these
different ndertakings, and means cheap money
for the producer. They all tend towards
the development of the country and all are
reproductive. I notice that there were
over 2,000,000 tons of cane produced last
year. I will show how that production
has been for the benefit of the whole com-
munity. I think I am well within the mark
when I say that the production of 1 ton of
cane represents the expenditure of 18s. in
wages. In that case, over £1.800,000 has
been spent on labour in producing the 2,000,000
tons of cane that the Treasurer speaks of
in his report. Recent happenings have
opened the farmers’ eyes In regard to one
prominent plank in the Labour party’s plat-
form—that is, the regulation of prices. I
notice in a little pamphlet, published in the
name of Mr. Fisher during the last Federal
campaign, he said that the first matter to
be attended to was the regulation of prices.
I do not think, after what has happened
lately, that it will be of any use for a
candidate to go into farming districts and
talk about legislative regulation of prices.
I also noticed that when the Premier spoke
about the board increasing the unduly low
price of sugar now prevailing, it immediately
called forth interjections from the other
side, who accused us of desiring to increase
the price of primary products. What dJdo
hon. members want? Do they really intend
the sugar-grower to work without any profit
to himself? I mention this to show what is
likely to happen to the primarv producers
through the regulation of prices. A% the
time the Prices Board had decided that the
wholesale price of refined sugar should be
£20 15s. per ton. I find that such a price
would be equal to £14 14s. per ton for raw
sugar, and after deducting the cost of manu-
facture, as disclosed by the Auditor-General’s
report, all that was left to the grower was
£1 3s. 3d. per ton for his cane. It is
generallv accepted by those engaged in the
sugar industry that vou cannot profitably
produce cane for less than £1 5s. per ton:
some say from £1 5s. to £1 10s. a ton: but,
at any rate. it cannot be produced profitably
at less than £1 55, a ton. Therefore. the
price fixed for refined sugar by the Prices
Board leaves nothing for the producer, aml
vet hon. members opposite are gotting
anxious because an increase in that pries
is_mentioned. Further. the above cost of
milling was abunormally low. £5 is the lowest
we can hope for in the future, cquivalent
to £1 1« per ton for cane at the corre-
snondine nrice for refined sugar favoured by
the Opposition. Again, I find that in Now
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South Wales the price of wheat has beenr
fixed at 4s. 2d. per bushel. According to
the report of the Agricultural Department
in New South Wales, wheat can be grown
profitably at 3s. 9d. per bushel, but it did
not allow for interest; but the latest figures
available by a practical man, and taking
the average crop at 12 bushels an acre, show
that the lowest price at which wheat can be
produced at a profit is 4s. 6d. per bushel.
TUnder such circumstances as that, I do not
think the legislative fixing of prices is likely
to appeal to the farmers. Referring again to
the cost of manufacturing sugar, I would like
to point out that the Labour party advocate
the establishment of State refineries, and
some seem to think that in that lies the
solution of the difficulty as regards the sugar
industry. In this connection, I would point
out that the Auditor-General’s report—taking
two mills where conditions arc¢ favourable for
comparison—shows that in the mill run by the
farmers on co-operative lines the cost of
manufacture was 1s. 6d. per ton of cane less
than in the other mill under State control;
the mills under their own control could,
out of lesser working costs, pay the farmers
1s. 3J. a ton more for their cane than what

was  paid by the mills under Govern-
ment control.  With those figures in view,
do rnot think you are likely to win

the support of the farmers to any suggestion
of a State refinery. Again, in comparing the
policy of the two parties from the farmer’s
soint of view, I find that New South Wales
is worth referring to. The New South Wales
Government have gone in for the expendi-
ture of loan money on a large scale in estab-
lishing factories, and so on, and it is rather
interesting to take the results of such enter-
prises, as, perhaps, they contain a lesson to
us, so I make no apology in putting the
matter before the Committee. I find that
the New South Wales Government have ex-
pended more than £7,000,000 of loan money
in industrial enterprises, such as the Dacey
Garden suburb, State brickworks, State lime
works, State stone quarry. State clothing
factory, State buildings, State bakery, and
so on. And then there are State tramlines.
Some of these enterprises show a profit and
some show a loss, but taking them altogether
the total loss on all these undertakings is
£48,000 a year. That may not be a very
large loss on an expenditure of over
£7,000,000, but that money could have been
far better spent in building railways to
country distriets, instead of spending it on
enterprises which are likely to further add
to the alreadr congested population in the
cities. Again, take the shipping enterprises
of the Western Australian Government, the
State sawmills and State implement work.
and see what happened. The last figures
that have been supplied show a lost in con-
nection with all those enterprises. T cannot
see any good for the country in the expen-
diture of loan money in those directions.
Tar better use it in primary development.
1 noticed, the other day, a paragraph in the
papers stating that an attempt has been made
in connection with our printing works, to
bring about ¢ compulsory preference to
unionists ”’—the plank of the socialistic plat-

form. It is needless for me to say to the
Treasurer that I trust nothing
[7 p.m.] will be done ir that divection.

So far as I could get at the mean-
ing of it. it was a deputation from the Tvpo-
graphical Society to Mr. Fisher, aud they re-
ferred to the large amount of printing that
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was done in the State Printing Offices. So I
took it that they were urging that some steps
should be taken for that purpose, and in-
fluence in that direction would be brought
to bear. Let me say that I do not think
there is the slightest probability of the suc-
cess of their efforts as long as we have the
present Treasurer or any other Liberal Trea-
surer in office. At the same time, I think
it is a most unjust thmg to give preference
to unionists, especially in Government work.
It is most unjust to demand that the taxes
that are contributed by afl the community
should be expended for the benefit of one
section only, for that is what compulsory
preference on the part of the Government as
an employer means. Why one section of &
community should claim that evelythln’f 111
the shape of expenditure of money gained
through taxation should be allotted to them
I certainly fail to see. We know very well
that it has been before the Federal Parlia-
ment for some time row, and whenever the
socialist party have held office they have
brought the principle into effoct. Is it a fair
or Just thing that it should be claimed that
a man’s ability to earn a living, his freedom
to_take employment, should depend on his
subscribing to some particular set of poli-
tical doctrines, quite apart from his fitness
for employment or otherwise? Trade unions
in the first instance were formed legitimately,
most praiseworthily, for the protection of the
different employees in the various trades,
Lut they have been simply turned into poli-
tical machines.

Mr. KirwaN: On the advice of vour party,
after the maritime strike.

My, SWAYNE: I do not care whose ad-
\]CO it was; it was wrong. We find that as
far back as 1902 registration was refused to
» union in Sydney because it sought to im-
pose conditions on its members, c-ompoﬂmg
them to subseribe to certain newspapers and
towards the expenses of certain candidates
to whose views they might be diametrically
opposed.  The socialists have legislated to
legalise such registrations now, (! ‘oming down
to recent occurrences, I find that in 1913 three
members of the Federated House and Ship
Painters and Decorators’ Association were
sucd for not paying levies in furtherance of
certain political newspapers.  And all the
wav hetween those two incidents you can
find smulal canes,  Is 1t fair to say to any
man, © Before \ou arce allowed to earn your
living you must subscribe to certain mnews-
rapers and parliamentary cendidates. no
matter Wh(“’h(‘ vou believe in their objects
or not?” 1 do not think that anybody ean
contend it s a fair thing. Again. only dur-
ing this month we find that in Sydney men
were sued for Jevies. They stated their in-
ahilitr to pay. but they were convicted, with
& penalty of imprisonment. It is coming
te a nice pass in what is called a free country
when men are not to be allowed to earn
the'r living unless they subject themselves
to wich tyranny as that.

Mr. Ryax:
cuted in
rade.

They must have been prose-
pursuance of an agreement they

Mr. SWAYNE : The last case which I have
quoted., #o far az I know, was in connection
with the ordinary levies. but the case I
quoted before arose because they did not
subseribe to certain newspapers, and it is
tyrannica' to compel them to enter into such
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agreements as the price c¢f obtaining em-
ployment. And my point is that it is most
unfair and unjust to say to men that, unless
they subsorlbe to certain newspapers or
candidates in whose political objective they
do not believe, they shall not earn their liv-
ing—that they shall starve. No matter what
good has been done by these bodies in the
pest, nothing can justify conduet of that
liind. I ean speak with some feeling, be-
cause 1 have been sceretary of a farmers
organisation and have sometimes felt that it
was very hard that men who had not con-
tributed to our expenses should share in the
advantages we gained, but I should be very
sorrv to say that the others were not to be
allowed to live unless they joined. And
when you take a political obJecrlve and say,
“ You must belong to this politica’ organisa-
tion or not work,”” I think it is still more
vnjust. We know very well that registration
was refused to the Australian Workers® As-
sociation Decause it had amongst its objee-
t1ves the nationalisation of all means of pro-
cuetion, oxchange, and distribution.

Mr. Turopore: Does that association exist
in Queensland ¥

Mr. SWAYNE: The hon. member knows
Liow often he has contended that the member-
ship of that association should be made
compulsory on all workers—that they should
be compelled to join an association which
aims at the nationalisation of all means of

sroduction, distribution, and exchange; in
(‘Thm \\Olds, the abolition of everything in
the way of private ownership. Can any-
body justify a measure of that kind? 1 am

glad that this matter has come up, and al-
ﬂvouOh members may ask what it has to
de with the Kinancial Statement, it has
been brought up zeveral times before and
has been mentioned during this debate. Now,
before I finish 1 should like o refer to a
matter to which I have dra.n attention on
several occasions, I thin® o generally do
during this debate refer to the very narrow
nrargin that exists in Australia between the
(xports and tho imports. Taking the last
Commonwealth ** Year Book,” No. 7, I find
that tho margin is getiing narrower. That
bouok gives the exports as worth £79.000,000
m round figures, and the imports as
worth £78,000,000; the difference between
the two is less than £1,000.000—£927,049

for the whole year. I have always
contended that that is the sort of thing
that must bring about disaster, Dbecause

ve arc not sclling enough to pay our
way; we are producing scarcely sufficient
to pay for what we buy, and I think we
are spending, in addition, something like
£15,000,000 out of the country every vear to
pay interest on the money we have borrowed
for public works and l)nvdte development.
It is alarming that the position is getting
worse in this respaci. At the same time it
was rather amusing that, during this debate,
hon. members on the other side have blamed
this Government because they are not doing
more in that direction. But we arc a bright
and shining example to the rest of the Com-
monwealth. Whereas there is only & margin
of less than £1,000,000 for the whole of the
Commonwealth, in Queensland there is a
difference of mnearly #£6,000.000. The last
“ A B.CY jssued by Mr. Weedon, the Gov-
ernment Statistician, shows that our exports
are worth £12,000,000 in round figures and our
imports £6,000,000, the difference betwecn

Mr. Swayne.]
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them being £5,637,000. In other words, while
the whole Commonwealth, with a total trade
of nearly £80,000,000 is not selling £1,000,000
more than it buys, Queensland alone is selling
nearly £6,000,000 more than it buys. I can-
not see that it is fair to solely blame the State
Governments, seeing that protective duties
have a very large mfluence upon the matter,
and that they do not lie in our hands. At
the same time, if anything is being done by
any Government in Australia in this most
important direction, it is being done by the
Queensland Government. We have every rea-
son to congratulate oursclves upon our posi-
tion in this matter. In war time we all know
that foodstuffs are of the utmost consequence.
We also know that the exigencies of the posi-
tion require a certain extra amount of paper
money to be put into circulation, and that
the gold backing will be smaller in compari-
son. I do not think any backing is an efficient
substitute for gold, but foed products, such
as wheat, make a very good substitute for
gold, as they are so readily convertible into
money.  In the carly days of the United
States, when they dealt largely in paper
money, we know that-what was called the
© greenback ”  deteriorated in  value to a
serious extent, but we also know that docu-
ments  which represented agricultural pro-
ducts—tobacco, for instance—retained their
face value, because they had a backing that
could be turned into money at any moment.
In view of the present position, it is essen-
tially desirable that we should have a backing
of that kind if we cannot have one of gold;
and Queensland, under her Liberal adminis-
tration, is doing more to meet the bill in
that case thah any other State in Australia.
The hon. member for Herbert complained
that we had no proper sinking fund. In
various ways Queensland has what is equiva-
lent to a sinking fund, at any rate, to the ex-
tont cof abeut £1,300,000. But when our sur-
pluses are put to such uses as the construction
of railways, the need for a sinking fund to
a great extent vanishes. The work done
with the money increases in value every year.
A railway built into a district containing only
10,000 people is worth twice as much when
there are 20,000 inhabitants in the district, and
that is the sort of thing that is coming about
in Queensland. To put money into a sinking
fund and leave it there would be simply
locking up money that we can very well spend
i reproductive works. The hon. member
for Herbert computed that something like
£270,000 per annum would be required for
the purpose he had in view. That amounts
to nearly 10s. per head on every inhabitant
in Queensland, and I do not sec why we should
sacrifice such an amount for the purpose that
was suggested. In Western Australia they have
a sinking fund, but. as I have said before
when dealing with this question, the money they
have put away into their sinking fund would
build hundreds of miles of railway. They
would be in a much better financial position
in that State if they devoted the money to
building railways or other development work.
A poliey of that kind is not likely $o be for
the benefit of the country. Tt has been said
on the other side, in a very flippant and off-
hand manner. that our railways are shockingly
nusmanagf}d; but T have not heard anything
advanced in proof of that statement. I notico
that Mr. Kidman, who is one of the largest
owners of cattle in the world, and who speaks
with a world-wide knowledge of the subject,
spoke of the Queensland railways as being
some of the best managed railways for the
fransport of cattle that he knew of: and all
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round I think that the Traffic Department is
deserving of every praise. One charge that
has been hurled across the Chamber is that
the department is not providing railway
sidings in the sugar districts. Now, I repre-
sent one of the largest sugar districts in the
State, and I am pleased to say that we have
been very well served in the matter of rail-
way sidings recently. So far as I know,
in every case that has come within my
cognisance, where a good case could be
made out for a siding we have got it.
That charge therefore, falls to the ground,
like many others from the same source.
Coming back to the question of exports and
imports—than which no more important ques-
tion could be discussed at the present time—
it has been urged that this class and that
class of the community should do more—that
the farmer should do more, and that the
mercantile man should do more, and so on.
But I think it is the duty of all of us to bring
about a better state of things regarding the
productiveness of the country; and on this
subject I shall read an extract from an article
which appeared in the Sydney ¢ Bulletin ”—

“Here or hereabouts the question of
the seven months' trade returns comes
in. From 1st Janvary to 3lst July the
six federated States imported goods to
the value of £47,106,210, and exported
goods to the value of 4£43,087,839. In
other words, they failed, by a trifle of
£4,018.371. to pay for the goods which
they imported, and they did this in order
that ther might lead the comparatively
luxurious life of short hours, high wages,
good food, and abundance of holidays-
and football. As for the seven months’
interest—roughly estimated, in view of
all the recent borrowings, at £9,500,030—
upon old debts, not one copper of it was
liquidated out of the country’s own re-
sources. To the extent of about
£13,5600,000—0r nearly £2,000,000 per
month—Australia’s alleged prosperity
this year has depended on the acquisition
of new loans and on the country’s luck
in'the renewal of old loans. If a serious
difficulty arises—and it is hard to see
how it can avoid arising, unless the war,
by some amazing accident, collapses next
week—the bottom must fall out of our
shocking and optimistic finance.”

That extract from the ‘‘ Bulletin’ is very
apropos to the question that I have been dis-
cussing with regard to exports and imports.
On the question of compulsory preference, it
has been urged that a great deal of good
has been done by the unions in the past, and I
am not gainsaying that for one moment, but I
would like to point out that the policy of
these who control the unions has been to
largely counterbalance the good they have
done. In connection with the strike we had
two or three years ago in the tramways, the
final phase of whi*h has only just been dealt
with by the Commonwealth Arbitration
Court, I remember that in February that
vear the coal trade fell off to the tune of
£20,600; as compared with the correspond-
ing month of the previous year there was
£20.000 lost to the workers of Queensland.
Here, again, I have a parsgraph which re-
cently appeared in one of the Southern
papers, and which is taken from the figures
supplied by Mr. Knibbs. I am just point-
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ing out that, although a great deal has been
said about the good which has been brought
about by industrial bodies. a good deal can
be said about the harm which may be laid
at their door. The extract reads—

“Dowx TooLs!

T COST OF AUSTRALIAN INDTUSTRIAL
DISPUTES.

* Melbourne,  Friday.—The
‘Bulletin’ for the second quarter of 1914,
issued under the authority of Mr. Archi-
bald by the Commonwealth Statistician,
states that the number of industrial dis-
putes beginning during the second guar-
ter of the year was eighty-three, involy-
ing directly and indirectly a total of
16,859 persons. New and old disputes
during the quarter together accounted
for an ocstimated loss in wages of
£156,415. The number of disputes which
ocrurred during the first quarter of the
year was thirteen. The loss in working
days smounted to 260,151, and the loss in
wages to £130,392.”

While the unions may have done good in
the past, they have most certainly taken
meney odt of the pockets of the workers
reecatly threugh unnecessary strikes. Whilst
adwitting  they have done good in the
past, I should like to point out that in these
days of industrial tribunals, which are estab-
lished to deal with all disputes that may
arise between employer and employees, thaf,
to a considerable exten$, the purpose for
which these large, expensive, and costly or-
ganisations were established no longer exists.
If you can get a tribunal to deal with dis-
putes, the occasion for large monetary con-
tributions for the purpose of industrial or-
ganisation on the part of the employees to
a great extent disappears, as their claims can
be dealt with by the courts. 1 have spoken
of the good management, and so on, in con-
nection with our State railways. But I
have often urged that it would be in the
interests of the settlers, who have to find the
greater part of the money and make good
the deficiencies, if the system of contract
work in construction was given a fair trial
as against day work.

Mr. Hamitton: That was shown years ago.

Mr. SVVA\YNE: Yes, I know all about
what has happened in the past, but I think
the time has now arrived for another trial.
I do not see what hon. members who pose
as the advocates of day work have to be
alarmed at in the request for a fair trial.
Some occurrences which have come under my
notice during the last few months have
strengthened my opinion in this respect. In
connection with the incident to which I am
gomg to allude. there is a different engineer
i charge now. The engineer who was in
charge at the time this incident occurred is
not there now, and what I have to say is
not with any idea of reflecting upon those
who are in charge at present. This is the
sort of thing which sometimes happens under
the day-work system, and which I do not
think will happen under the contract system.
This particular instance was the construction
of a bridge across a creek on the North
Ceast line. The bridge was started during
the dry season, and if the work had been
pushed on at the right time there was ample
opportunity to have got the most important
part of the concrete piers that would be
affected by flood waters built when there
was scarcely any water running. Further,
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there was a large sugar-mill working a few
hundred yards up the creck, which was
willing te supply a 1,500 candle-power elec-
tric light for the use of those who wero
working, and it was also absorbing at the
time a good deal of the water for its own
requirements. If a contractor had had the
building of that bridge, I think he would
have put on three shifts of men and pushed
the work on to a completion while the con-
ditions were so propitious. It was admitted
that the work was urgent, because two shifts
were put on for a short time; but three
shifts should have been put on for all
the #ime, 20 that the work could have
been completed while there was a very
small flow of water to cope with, and
it could have been done at a smaller
cost. The opportunity was not availed of,
however, and the wet season came on. It is
only quite recently that the work has been
completed, and delay has been caused on the
whole section. It is such occurrences asthat
which strengthens me in the opinion that, in
the interests of the general public, and more
particularly that section which has to stand
the liability in connection with these loans,
a fair trial should be made of the system
of contract work as compared with day work.

Mr. Forey: That has already been proved

Mr. SWAYNE: It has not been proved,
and it is now about time that another trial
was given. The Financial Statement is, I
think, one that discloses a very good state of
affairs as far as Queensland is concerned,
and one which is calculated to give the
people of Queensland every confidence in the
Government which has contributed towards
the satisfactory state of affairs which exist,
and I feel sure that, when the opportunity
arises, the people will repeat the confidence
which they have reposed in this party in the
past.

Mr. FIHELLY (Paddington): It is rather
amusing to hear member after member on
the other side stating that nothing has been
offered in genuine criticism of the Govern-
ment financial proposals. I fancy the people
of Queensland gave a definite decision on
5th September last, and are prepared to give
a definite decision on it again. The people
of Australia gave a decision on 5th Septem-
ber, and very shortly, I think, they will give
another decision quite as emphatic and push
out the present Tory Government. The
Minister for Lands has treated us thir
afternoon to an explanation of what Libera’
ism means. He went to some trouble to telt
us how it was formed, in what shape it was
conceived, and how it grew to manhood.
I prefer to take the word of the Minister
for Public Instruction on this particular
matter. He has given a definition of
Liberalism, and he has also described the
present party with whom he is associated.
On referring to “ Hansard” for 1909, page
154, it will be seen that the‘hon. gentleman
spoke as follows:—

“Mr. Buair: The old party led by the
senior member for Townsville has af
various times in its career adopted
various devices in order to recapture the
favour that it has lost. It has mas-
queraded under the name of Liberal,’
but the disguise has been seen through.

“Hon. R. Philp: You were very glad
to come to them to get a billet.

“Mr. Brair: I did not go to you.
You know yourself what I refer to, and
you know exactly the reason of it.

Mr. Fihelly.]
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“Hon. R. Philp: You were glad to
get a job.

“ Mr. Brar: I will allude to that mat-
ter in a moment if the hon. member per-
sists in his interjections. The hon. mem-
ber’s party masqueraded for many years
as Liberals, but the disguise was too
thin and it was seen through. Then the
party tried to become known as the
‘ People’s Progressives,” and they en-
deavoured to form progressive leagues in
various centres in Queensland, and their
efforts are proving dismally abortive.
(Hear, hear!)

“Hon. R. Philp: Quite wrong again.

“ Mz, Brar: They are proving dis-
mally abortive, and no wonder, because
it is hard to cover wolfich appearances
with sheep’s clething.”

1 prefer to take the description of the Minis-
ter for Public Instruction, and I am sure
that the people of Queensland will prefer to
do so. This Government, since it was re-
turned to power in 1912, has simply aimed
at interfering with the liberties of the people.
The first measure was the Industrial Peace
Bill, to eartail the power of and inflict hard-
ship on the unions. That was not satis-
factory; and at the Federal elections in 1913
the Queensland people gathered around the
Labour banner, after an Elections Act had
been introduced to further tamper with the
exercisc of their voting rights. That was
unavailing, because this year the people have
also  pronounced themselves in favour of
Labour; and more tampering in the shape
of another Elections Bill is forecasted.

Mr. ForsytH: How do you know?

Mr. FIHELLY: From the words of the
Premier, who announced that he had an
Elections Aet Amendment Bill to introduce
this session.  The an. member for Murrum-

La is tie only member -who
[7.30 p.m.] knows cverything: he imagines

that he ix the one financial ex-
pert in the world, but in that he is altogether
mistaken: evervhody laughs at him  and
takes him as a joke.

Mr. ForsyrH: No, they don’t.

Mr. FIOELLY: My heart goes out in
svipathy to the " Hansard  staff who have
to report his stuff. The hon. member un-
loaded himself of his figures. and I hope he
will allow me to unload myself of my stuff
without interruption. As I said, the Govern-
ment are again going to tamper with the
franchise. and T am satisfied that the descrip-
tion of their efforts in this direction, as given
by the present Secretary for Edueation, is
preferable to the description we have had
from the Secretary for Public Lands. In
“Hansard 7 of 1909, page 159, XIr. Blair,
tne moember for Ipswich, said—

“Fancy a demoeratic policy emanating
from the reactionaries sitting behind the
Premier. the representatives over therc
of companies, vested interests, monopo-
lies.  and noney——fancy a democratic
policy from them !

“ Mr. Denham: Progres. and develop-
ment.

“Mr. Brar: The hon, member is ane
of the mo=t liberal memhers in the party,
and one of the most socialistie, and if he
was 1o his right place he would be on
this side now. With every monopoly
Hehind them, and vet, forsooth, we are
told to expect a democratic poliey. Tt
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is an insult to intelligence to labour the
matter any further. I am reminded by
the hon. member for South Brishane that
it was the Premier who described the
party over there as ‘conservative re-
actionaries '—the Premier’s own term. I
hope they fecl proud of that description.’””

That is entirely different from the descrip-
tion given by the Seerctary for Public Lands.
On the 5th September last we had the un-
scemly spectacle of the Union Jack being
used as a party symbol by the Liberals of
Quecensland.  The dear old flag of Britain
was trampled in the mire and in the sewer
of party politics. Personally, I felt ashamed
of the people opposite as Queenslanders. I
knew that in their political methods they
would stop at nothing, but to damage the
ideas of the young people growing up by
using the Union Jack for party political pur-
poses was a standing disgrace to all those
concerned. T hope 1t will never happen
again. The people gave a reply to such
tactics, and refused to believe that the party
opposite were associsted in any form with
the Union Jack: they regarded them as mere
political adventurers just out for the one
purpose of looking after their own interests
and the interests of their commercial and
squatting friends. I think nearly every mem-
Ler opposite who has addressed the Com-
mittec has spoken about his own private
affairs, and of the axe he had to grind. The
bon. member for FEnoggera gave us a
biographical lhistory, a sort of story of

“From Log Cabin to White House,” which
was magnificent but was not pelitics. The

hon. member stands well with those asso-
eciated with him in business, but from his re-
marks one would imagine that he was the
only member on that side of the House who
had a character to lose. I disagree with him
on that point, because I lelieve there are
other members on  that side who had
characters.  Then, we have the hon. member
for Maryborough ventilating his little griev-
ances about railways, coalfields, and ports
in his district. The hon, member was not
concerned about the people who had to pay
the taxes to mieet the interest on the moner
expended, but thought only of the interests
of chambers of commeree, meat companies,
shipping combines. and Jand monopolists.
Those are the atters which concern the
hon. member as a legislator of this State.
We have heard from hon. members opposite
of the imposition of a levy on unionists for
a. <aily newspaper. I am replying now
particularly to the hon. member for Mirani,
and I ask him does he think of the imposi-
tion that is placed on the unionists or other
individua's in Queensland who have to pay
such exorbitant prices for meat® The price
of meat has risen 3d. per 1b. during the
last two or three years, and in one vear that
tax in  Queensland alone amounted to
£2.250.000. Multiply that by seven. and vou
have the tax which the squatters are impos-
ing on the people of Australia. That is what
the squatters arve doing for the people of
Australia. and then they give & few shillings
to the patriotic fund.

Mr. ForsyrH: What have vou given?

Mr. FIHELLY: I guarantee that cela-
tively T have given £1 for everv £100 the
Fon. gentleman and his firm have given.
The squattsrs have done very well out of
the country. They have exploited the people
and got concesslons from the Government,
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and they can afford to be generous. They
have the use of our best lands for a song,
and they have got them under false pre-
tences,

Mr. Forsyre: That is absolutely untrue.

Mr. FIHELLY : It is not untrue.
Mr. BowMaN: What did he, give?

Mr. FIHELLY : I did not see his name in
the newspapers, but I suppose he gave a
mite.

Mr.
yours,

Mr. FIHELLY: I am quite prepared to
give my mite, and I give of what I have
earned. The Minister for Lands expressed
himself as very pleased with the operations of
the Agricultural Bank. {dIn Toowoomba,
there is a Liberal paper called “The Too-
woomba Chronicle.” On 3rd October, that
pa‘%er, speaking of the Agricultural Bank,
said—

“ The institution has been a failure
and a disgrace to the State. Instead of
fostering farming it has frustrated it.”

Forsyre: My mite is bigger than

And that is the opinion of every person who
has had any transactions with the Agricul-
tural Bank., It is a dismal failure. In
Western Australia, the Labour Government,
under My, Scaddan, in three years advanced
£1,500,000 to settlers, while in six years the
Government of Queensland advanced only
£6382.000. I ask the hon. member for Cun-
ningham to mark and inwardly digest that

fact. Now, the.Minister for Lands may un-
load his rhetoric also upon the Chamber,
but he cannot interfere with facts. The facts

are here. In connection with the Workers’
Dwellings Act, we have his collesague, the
Secretary for Public Instruction, saying that
he regarded it as the greatest sham and fraud
ever perpetrated upon the people of Queens-
land. I will not quote that now. I quoted
it on the Address in Reply, and the Minister
for Lands can see it there if he wishes to.
For the benefit of the hon. member for Cun-
ningham, I might point out that the Scad-
dan Government spent £664,000 from loan for
the further development of agriculture. They
also spent £127,000 for the purchase of sced
wheat and in buying stock, and a further
£180,000 for the construction of abattoirs.
In addition, She Scaddan Government gave
£150,000 for land surveys, and £240,000 for
the purchase of estates for irrigation pur-
poses.  In addition to that—to come back to
meat—Western Australia is the only State
in the Commonwecalth where meat has
actually been reduced in price during the
last three years. (Fear, hear!) We may
talk about generalities. We may talk about
surpluses and deficits, and about the mag-
nificent seasons we have had which have been
for the benefit of the State of Queen+land.
Ministers may pay cach other compliments—
although I am sorry to sce that the Trea-
surer, in his report, referred to the Minister
for Tands in a patronising way. We may
pay compliments across the floor of the
House, and pass legislation here, but the
people outside want to know why it is that
meat is so dear. They want to know some-
thing about flour also. They can deal with
the grocer and draper themsclves, but what
they want to know about is the cost of bread
and meat. We have 5,000,000 cattle in
Queensland and 20,000,000 sheep. and we have
only 600,000 people. Yet meat is sold at such
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an enormous price. There is something
wrong there. If it is the old law of supply and
demand, then let us wipe it ouf, and wipe it
out for ever. The hon. member for Mur-
rumba smiles. Some method will have to be
devised for giving the people cheaper meat.
It is an outrage. If this is not done there will
be something approaching an earthquake in
this State. The mcrease in the price of meat
has been a tax upon the pecople during the
last three years to the extent of. approximately,
£2,250,000. That is the amount which the
increase in the price of meat amounts tc
It is an outrage! From the point of view ot
the man getting 8. or 9s. a day, it is an
outrage. What sympathy have members op-
posite got for the man getting 8s. or 9s. a day ?
What sympathy has the deputy hon. Trea-
surer got for that man? The hon. member
will only snap his fingers at the man getting
8s. a day, or his wife, whose daily routine is
washing, sewing, cleaning, and scrubbing.
What does the hon. member think about the
working man’s wife, who probably works
her fingers off every day? What does the
hon. member care about these women, whose
horizon is their back vard or their neighbour’s
back yard? Fon. members opposite talk
abount the Savings Bank statistics. What is
the use of talking about the Savings Bank
statistics to the working man and his wife?
The working man’s wife never gets & holiday
from one year’s end to the other, but has to
keep working all the time. We members of
this House can afford to send our wives for
a holiday every year, but there is no chance
for a holiday for the working man or his
wife. There mav be some satisfaction in
knowing that the hon. member for Murrumba
has got a good deal of wealth, and that he
has the maximum amount of money in the
Savings Bank. There may be some satis-
faction in knowing that the Treasurer is
similarly situated; but the man getting 8s.
or 9s. a day has no outlook at all. He knows
that he has to keep on working all the time,
and his wife has to keep on working all the
time. They are always working, and they
will always have to work, because the party
opposite have sentenced them to work per-
petually. The parsy opposite are going to
see that they keep the working man and his
wife at work, because they cannot have such
an easy time and they cannot play jokes
unless they keep the working man at work.
There is another aspect of the position. The
present war in Europc has been referred to
by the hon. member for Bundaberg, and he
stated that we should do something in the
way of starting local manufactures. We have
now got a splendid opportunity in the way
of doing something to stimulate our
local manufactures. In bad times we
cannot do a thing to thelp along local
manufactures, but in good times we have
magnificent opportunities if we would only
take advantage of them. If we only took the
suhsidy of £20.000 or £30.000 which we give
to the British-India Steams=hip Navigation
Company and expended it here on some
manufacturing operation. it would give a
better return. It is absurd to think tha' we
cannot build a ship in Queensland. Just
fancy. if vou go down the Brisbans River
vou cannot sce ome boat that built
locally. It is ridiculous to think that we
Lave to send our wool across the water to
be manufactured, and that we have to buy
is back. paying freight., carrviage. wharf
labourers’ wages, and wharfage dues. And

Mr. Fildly.)
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that we hzve to pay for rent and the de-
l'reciation of shipping, and also pay com-
mission agents in England. It is ridiculous
to think that we have to go through the
~ame old law of supply and demand process
to get it back. What an absurd thing it is
to w:nd the raw ore from Australia, instead
of having an iron manufacturing industry
bere. We  have got all the necessary
materials for having a manufacturing pro-
cess cstablished in Queensland. Iron is a
necessity.  Steel rails are a ncecessity here.
We hear the Government growling about
steel rails,  Yet we know that this Govern-
mwent winked its eye at the stoel trust whea
it demanded its pound of flesh two vears
ago. I refer to the time when King O’ Malley
was Minister for Home Affairs in the Com-
monweaith, and he exposed the tactics of
the steel trust, but this Government allowed
itself to be bled by the steel trust. The
Governinent know well that sooner or later
we must manufacture our own iren.  The
Government should go in for a policy of
manufacturing iron instead of picking at
the littie salaries. The CGovernment prefer
te carry on a soulless, cheescparing policy.
and pick away at the little salaries of the
prublie servants. They pick out the teachers.
and the junior teachers at that, and rcfuse
to give them their automatic increases. The
Government prefer to have n picking poliey.
exactly in the same way as the stamp tax
picks at the commercial community. If we
wait until bad times come, then we cannot
cstablish our manufactures. We have been
having goocd scasons, and now is the time
ro start these manufactures. If we go on as
we are doing we will become a bankrupt
nation. We are spending all we are getting.
We are spending a large amount of loan
money. We hear a lot abou! the Scaddan
‘Government and the Holman Governmert,
and the amount of loan money they are
spending. but we are spordng per head
quite as much loan monecy as the Holman
Government are spending, and I doubt if we
are spending to the same advantage. I
doubt whether we are getting the same use
of our loan money. or whether we are having
as good an investment of it as they have in
New South Wales. However. that is beside
the question. During good vears, we should
endeavour to do something to accelerate
manufacturing industries in this State. We
could bring our tanning, wool, and iron in-
dustries into existence. Not one-tenth of the
manufactured articles we use in this State
are made here.  There seems to be something
wrong there. The Government do not realise
that we are going through a process of evolu-
tion-—an evoluticn of men and an evolution
of matters. Men and matters are changine.
New industries are springing up, and we find
that the requirements of ten vears ago are
rot the requirements of to-morrow. We want
& bold policy. not a counting-house poliey.
We do not want anyv Pecksniffian rulers.
We want something bigger and something
broader to help along our national ideas and
national ocxistence. We cannot do these
things in bad scaszons. If the Labour party
got Into power to-morrow and bad seasons
came along. we could simply make it easier
for the working man by seeing that the
taxation was so distributed that it would fall
on the right people. We could make it
easier for the man who has to work, work.
work all his life. DBut if we were over on
the opposite side of the Iouse, we could
not go in for a big, bold policy if we had
bad scasons. We could not carry out our
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rationalisation policy. We could not go in
for furniture-making, and brick-malking. and
sawmilling 1f the sessons were bad. Mr,
Scaddan was laughed at for starting a steam-
ship service in Western Australia. It was
one of the finest things that ever happened
in Australia. FEven though there has been
a loss at the start, it has been a splendid
thing for Western Australia. The hon, mem-
ker for Murrumba again comes in with his
loud laugh which betrays the vacant mind.
The hon. member well knows that in all big
undertakings there must be & loss at first.
The hon. member kuows that the American
Meat Company will lose £500,000 before they
fart &5 make a profit of 6d. We know that
the hon. member for Murruzuba, and the
cther conspirators assoe’ated with him in the
squatting industry, have bled the people of
Queensland to the extent of £2,250,000.

Mr. FORSYTH : I rise to a point of order.
I+ the hon. member in order in calling me
a conspirator?” The statement is a deliberate
falsehood. and I hope you will ask him to
withdraw.

The CHAIRMAN : T do not think there is
any point of order. I did not understand
the hon. member to call the hon. member for
Murrumba a conspirator. What he said was
that the hon. member was associated with
conspirators. If he had called the hon.
member a conspirator I should certainly have
cslled him to order.

Mr. FIHELLY: Hon members get very
thin-skinned when they are attacked in this
Chamber. Insults can be hurled at mem-
bers on our side by every Tom, Dick, and
Ilarry, and personal insults, too, but no no-
t'ce 15 taken of them. The hon. member for
Herbert can be twitted about the co-operative
store with which he has practically no asso-
ciation except that which 15 honourable.
The hon. member for Burrum, who should
be the last man in this Chamber to attack
members on this side, can hurl most in-
sulting  cepithets to every individual over
here, but the moment hon. members opposite
are touched thev rise to a point of order;
they imagine that one of their clerks is
insulting them. As I was saying when this
absurd and child/'sh interjection interrupted
me, the Labour narty could not do these
things in bad seasons. They could only do
them in good seasons., I am complaining
that during the last seven or eight years—
during several years that the Treasurer has
had a surplus, he has done nothing but re-
ceive the money and spend it. He has cer-
tanly subsidised the German Empire to some
extent. Openly and brazently and without
excuse ho has brought boats to our river
aud to the Northern ports of Australia that
may be laying mines now for all we know.
There may be British machinery in those
German hulks, but the Government are do-
ing nothing to encourage manufactures, on
which the British Empire depends. If our
trade routes were in danger to-morrow, we
would be in a helpless condition except so
far as foodstuffs are concerned. We would
not be able to employ men because we could
not get our absurd steel rails from thousands
cf miles away. We could not make them;
wo could do nothing. We are helpless, like
# baby During all these good season the
Treasurer merely boasts about his surplus.
and does not say one word about what he
has done for the actual advancement of
Queensland. Mr. Scaddan with his steam-



Supply.

ship company did do something. I notice
a remark of the Treasurer’s in his Statement
in regard to railways. He said—

“ Notwithstanding the foregoing refer-
ence, it is surprising that what 1s after
all only a hanlful of people should have
contributed to the railways for the year
1913-14 the large sum of £3,675,562, an
amount which has not been helped in
the carning thereof by increased rail-
way rates or by placing upon the users
of the railways increased charges, which
in turn would have, if so placed, been
borne directly or 1nd1re@tlv by the p11-
mary producer and citirens of the Stafe.’

There is some sanity about that. The rail-
ways have not put up the rates, and the
railways have not put up the charges, but
the shipping companies have put up their
charges to a very large extent.

My, Huxter: The railway charges are 100
per cent. over the New Scuth Wales vharges.

Mr. FTHELLY; I admit that with a

Labour Government managing the affairs of
the State they could lighten railway taxa-
tion, but the present (overnment, all things
considered, are nct doing badly with their
railways. The point I wish to make is that
the st:amship companies, which have a
monopoly, have stuck up passonger charges
and alro gools freights; they are sticking
them up everywhere in Auss -ralic. The meal
companies are sticking up their prices to
the  extent of £2,250,000 per annum in
Quecensland alone. If the poliey followed in
regard to our railways were followed in re-
gard to the shipping companics, it would be
the aeme of sanity; there would be all-
round sanity in the propesition, and I com-
mend to the favourable consideration of the
Government that, while they have good years,
they should <pend s0mMe money in encourag-
ing the shipbuiiding industry and the owner-
~hlp of a State line of steamships by the
preple. The deficits from 1659 to 1914 have
amounted to £4.219.708, and the surpluses to

only £2.600.843. Taking the Stste from its
inreption, we have a deficit. wnich has, of
course, gene to the nublic debt, of £1.618. 865

which has been incarred by the lLiberal Ad-
ministration—incurred by this Administra-
“tion which is barking ke so many jackals
at Scaddan and Holman, whatever Scaddan
and Holman may have to do with Quecns-
Jind. Even taking the present Government’s
rocord frem 1900 till 1914, they have had de-
ficits smounting to £1,163.893, and surpluses
cnly to the amount of £714,623. The surplus for
the last ten years does not cover the deficit
for the previous four years. I admit they
were bad years., but this Government, which
the hon. member for Murrumba adorns in
a subordinate capacity, is responsible for this
defieit. It was the Morgan Administration
that had to look to the finances for about
three years. It was the Morgan Administra-
tion, associated with the Labour party, who
piled up the surpluses, small as they were.
Since then they have been dwindling away,
and we cxpeet them to disappear at any
time. Some tallkk has emanated from mem-
bers opposite with regard to_the sinking
fund and the Queensland method in so far as
loans dre concerncd. Just to interest myself
in the loan business of Queensland, I Yook
the trouble to look up the first seven loans—
that is, the loan moneys comprising the
£11.000.000 odd that fall due next year. I
find the actual amount received by the people
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of Queensland totalled £10,912,514. In in-

terest we have already pail £16,529,224, and
we still owe £11,728,800. These figures must
really interest the young Queenslander. We
do not permit a local authority to go along
in that haphazard way; we make them pro-
vide interest and redemption I have a
little table prepared, which I will read in
order to get it into ** Hansard.” It is a very
small one, and is as follows:—

I
. Net Amount| Amount Paid i O’\v’;;g:itilg
ceei i ok g
Received. in Interest. [ Principal
£ £ Lo
1875 1,549,630 2,641,668 I 1.695,300
1876 668,034 1, 864 74,700
1877 1,212 537 1 956,56 1,322,000
1878 1,045,737 1,706,112 1,154,800
1879 2,841,420 4,274.200 3,083,000
1881 1,042,514 1,438,140 ! 1.0584,500
1882 2,552,733 3,385,680 | 2,643,500
Totals ... | 10,012,514 16,524,224 11,728,800

The niethods followed here are bad. There
is something wrong about them—something
impossible about them. It does not seem
good finance. It is the sort of finance that
the hon. member tor Murrumba stands for.
e is associated in that sort of finance with
the member fur Drayton, the deputy leader
of the farm- rs’ party.

Mr. FORsYTH:
deal with them ?

My, FIHELLY : When we get over there
ve will come forward with a good proposi-
tion as to how these things are to be done.
IL. hou, member scems to think there is
something bad about it. Does he think it
ridiculous that. after having got only
£10.009,000 and after havmg paid over
£16.,000.000 in interest, we should still owe
over £11,000,0060°?
Alr. Ionsyru:
quoted before.

Mr. FIHELLY: I am not like the hon.
member.  When I quote a few figures I do
not invent them. I know they may have been
used before. I know that the hon. member

thinks he "has a monopoly of

[8 p.m.] finance; that he has got a copy-

right. I know I am not a new
Columbus discovering a new America. 1 am
simply giving some mmformation to the House
which I hope hon. members, notwith«tanding
that they have been reminded of it prev 1ouals,
will take notice of and use for the benefit
of the State.

Mr. FoRrSYTH interjected.

Mr. FIHELLY : The hon. member is hope-
less, T am surprised that a man whe hes risen
1o such a high positien in the commercial
world should descend to these petty childish
and peevish mterxectlons and adopt the
spoilt-boy tonc he is taking to-night. I hope
the hon. member will excuse me for intro-
ducing a few figures.

2r. ForsyTH:
thing.

How would rou propose to

Those figures have been

1: I won’t excuse vou for any-
(Opposition laughter.)

Mr. FIHELLY : I know that there is a
tradition in this House that nobody must
touch upon the hon. member’s preserves, that
be is the high and mighty in finance, but,
in my temerity, I have had sufficient courage
to draft out these figures, and I am gomg to
hand them along to ¢ Hansard >’ later In
regard to meat, I just wish to get “into

Mr. Filelly.]
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“ Hansard” also the figures of the Agricul-
tural Department appearing in the Under
Secrctary’s report for this year. He points
out that cach individual consumes 263.69 lb.
of meat per year, and, as meat has increased
by 3d. per lb. during the last threc rears,
on a population of 631,577, it means that the
people have to pay £2,127,000 as increased
taxation in consequence of the rise in meat.
I am giving these figures so that they can be
thorcughly authenticated, so that hon. members
may not say that they are figments of the
imagination. They can check them with Mr.
WKnibbs's or Mr. Weedon's statistics and also
with the Agricultural Department’s report,
and they will find, if they work the small sum
out for Australia, that the tax in Australia
amounts to about £14,000,000, which the hon.
meniber for Murrumba and his friends in the
squattering have been collecting. I think that
e party opposite is not only the low wages
and dear meat party, I think eventually they
will arrive at that stage when they will force
the working man into a position where he
will be able to have only one meal per week.
You cannot obtain from any member who
has been speaking what is a fair price for
meat. The Hon. the Minister for Agriculture
was candid enough, he was frank for a
moment, and he said that he hoped that it
would go to Is. per !b. and over that. The
‘Treasurer hopes the same thing, but he does
not say so, ]gecause he represcnts a metro-
politan constituency. e is in the Chamber
now, and he does not contradict it. Other hon.
members opposite—the hon. member for
Murilla and the hon. member for Cunningham

all these hope that it will go up, but they
do not want to discredit the old Tory party,
for the simple reason that it might do them
some damage at the next election. I should
like to tcll the Committee a little French
story. We were taken right back to Greek
mythology by the Minister for Lands this
afternoon, so that I do not think it matters
if 1 zo back to the time of the French revolu-
tion. 'The Queen, Maric Antoinette. was
informed that the people had no bread. And
she said in surprise, *“ Why do they not eat
cake?” That is the position that is coming
sbout in Queensland. People will have no
meat, and hon. members opposite will want
to know why theyv do not euat grass or some-
thing similar. (Laughter.) Ths low wages
and dear meat party are there because their
interests are wrapped up in those things, 1f
they do not keep meat at a substantial price
it will mean that their political funds will
suffer, because the squatters will not pay nto
them, as the hon. member for Murrumba-—his
fiym-.-

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! The hon. men-
ber is too personal altogether in his remarks,
and I must ask him to abstain from continuing
them.

Mr. FIHELLY : When I rose to my feet
this evening I made up my mind that T was
not going to mention any hon. member’s
name. but it is the impertincnt interjections
that the hon. member made and his reflections
on me—the suggestion that my figures are not
authentic and correct—which have made me
personal. And the hon. member also said that at
one time he gave me a tongue-thrashing and he
nmight have to do it again; I am only adopting
an attitude of self-defence. Coming back to this
dear meat question, the noint is that if the
price were not raised there would be mno
£2.000 from the hon. member for Toowong
4 heln Liberalism. Where did it come from?
Tha Premier gave sworn evidence that he
did not know. but, if in my capacity as secre-
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tary of the Labour party, 1 received an anony-
mous donation of £2,000, I would be very
curious as to its origin. Cheques for that
amount are not flying around cvery day.
They are not given to the patriotic fund very
much. They are not given to the hosnitals,
nor to the universities. That sum was given
to the Liberal pariy just as a business invest-
ment, to get a return for it. It will pay
dividends, not fourfold but a huundredfold.
It is like the bread that is cast upon the
waters—-it will come back after many davs;
and the fittle jobs that are occurring every
day 1n the various departments are evidence
of the advantage derivod from the distributicn
ot that £2,000. EKEyen if we take the depart-
ment of the Minister for Railways and the
cement matter, we have the fact that he got
a guantity of cement out of the railway stores,
and evaded a question on the matter. It
nay have been a tost honourable transaction,
but the cement came out of the railway stores,
it want to his place at Mooloolah, and some of 1t
came baeck without any freight being paid.
i make that charge deliberately. It woent
back into the stores, and between the Speaker
and the Minister for Railways I cannot get a
reply to a fair question. That is an instance
of the Tammany methods of the dear mecat
party. They want to conceal everything.
The Stores Department, as outlined by the hon.
member for Fortitude Valley, is in an extra-
ordinary state of chaos. The Minister takes
advantage of that to buy some cement for his
own purposcs, to have it tested by the depart-
ment, and then sends it back from his place
at Mooloolah free of charge. We are simply
reverting to the old davs when the hon.
member for Murrumba represented a Northorn
constituency ; when we had the brother-in-law
nolicy, the tank-engine affair, and the Rea-
forth Estate business; when we had an
inspector of totalisators; when we had, as a
matter of fact, a small paper called ** The
Strect” run just for the benefit of the party.
We soe something of the same thing to-day.
Another small paper has sprung up mushroom-
like in a night to obex the behests apparently
of the Liberal partv. and in its way it Is
exactly as the old “ Street” was. We all re-

member the old  Street.”” in its heydav.
Even in those davs there was a cement

scandal conneccted with a leading firm in
Brishane, the principals of whieh are re-
lated in some wax with the hon. member for
Towunsville. I remember it very well T
think the hon. member knows exactly to
what T am alluding

My. ForsyTH: I have not the slightest con-
ception of what you are talking about.
{Laughter.)

Mr. FTHELLY : Tt was in the brief time
when he had no seat, when he left the North
and came to the South and had to wait until
something turned up, like Micawher. In
discussing dcetails like the cement or intro-
ducing them into a debate on the Fihanecial
Statemoent T must offer the (fammittee a word
of arology. It iz becanse T have breen pre-
vented by the tacties pursued by the Liberal
official: of this House, by the Sceretary for
Railwavs and the Soveaker, from ventilating
the matter. If is a matter of public import-
ance. ILafer on I mav make an cfinrt to find
out whather the Starding Orders do not give
me liberts to ventilate the question “in the
ordinary routine wav. Whan the Treasarer
comes along in bis soulless wav—in his
cheaseparing wav-—the first thing he nrunes
is the contvibptian to hosHita's If he did
it openly, frankly, and honestly, I would
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have no objection, Lut he sneaks behind the
akirts of someone else and attempts to ex-

plain it away. There is no explanation
possible.  Seventeen thousand pounds is
taken awax from the hospitals, and hon.

members on the other side who try to ex-
plain it away need only look at the footnote
to the Estimmates to see that the sum appear-
ing on the Estimates must not be exceeded
under any circumstances. If they look
further. they will find that last year more
than £17.000 in excess of the vote of £137,000
was paid out to the hospitals. The very first
way «f startiug to ccoromise is by coming
at the injured, the sick, the halt, the lame.
and the blind. That is our courageous way
-of dealing with a great national crisis. That
is our way of getting a surplus to juggle
with, instead of coming at members like
those to whow I have referred previously—
members who are squatters. We could put
@ tax on every sheep or on every ox.
We could put an export tax of 1d. per lb.
on wool.  We could impose some super-tax
which would meet the present case, and
which would pay our expenses and tide us
over the present ecrisis, without tinkering
with the allowance given to hospitals that
ere already hard up.” The average man in
the street does not want to take a red cent
from the hospitals: he would give more:
alinost unanimously he is in favour of
nationalising the hospitals. This mean-
spirited Government can think of nothing
more original than to cut off the allowance
to charity—charity which cannot hit back
and is a fair mark. The squatters and the
commercial community can hit back, and
the worker showed in the old poll-tax days
that he also could hit back. We find also
that in matters affecting the health of the
people the Government are most callous. Mr.
Scaddan, in Western Australia, provided
about £90.000 for health purposes, especially
in the agrieultural districts, Mr. Holman,
with that humanitarian spirit for which he
1s famed throughout the length and breadth
of this continent, has also provided very
liberally. although he is a Labour man, for
health purposes. Ie has provided resident
doctors In most country districts. What is
the situation in Queensland? What is the
situation in the districts represented by the
hon. member for Burnett or the hon. member
for IFassifern? The little ‘armer out there
whose wife or child is taken ill is in a hope-
less position. A sulky or a trap of some kind
has to Dbe despatched miles and miles to
bring a doctor, hecause our careless, our
callous Government do not look after what
should he their first consideration, the health
of the people. Mr. Fisher’s maternity grant
was not only an innovation but it was a
revelation in the way of looking after the
people’s health. Tt gave us the first inkling
that the health of the people was an import-
ant matter ~that the child was worth looking
after—that the native-born is a better asset
than the immigrant coming from across the

seas, because he is handy. because he is more
adaptable. Even in this bad year we are

bringing in immigrants snd paying £26 or
£30 for their passage monev: we are giving
them a free doctor in England: we are giv-
ing them free doctors and free medicine for
six or seven weeks on the voyage out: and
we are giving them a free doctor here, and
probably a week’s board on their arrival.
But we do not see that the mother of every
native-born baby is attended by a skilled
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medical man and is supplied with the best
medicines. We do not bother about that.
If my own baby gets sick at any time, I have
my telephone and can ring up a doctor, and

do not mind the expense. But the poor
man has no telephone. 1le has to rush out
in the early hours of the morning to get a
doctor, leaving his wife frightened and lonely
at home, and probably he has to starve him-
self for weeks before he can pay the doctor.
These are undeuiable facts, but facts that
may be news to most hon. members here,
because their circumnstances are just a shade
above those of the ordinary working man—
only a shade, for we are not well paid, but
paid just sufficient to keep body and soul
togethor.  While the Treasurer 1s dabbling
with money-boxes and rulers—while he has
tless wonderful schenies originating in his
brain--surely he can think of coughs and
colds, of diphtheria and influenza, and of
the children. ¢ Suffer the little children to
come unto me.”” He is great at Biblical
texts. Surely he can think of these things
and extend some help to the children and to
the mothers of children who are slaving
from one year’s end to another. The Go-
vernment now have a splendid opportunity
of remodelling taxation. I am not going to
suggest on what broad lines they should go;
but it is obvious that our present taxation
svatem is obsolete. It might have been very
good for a decade or twenty years ago, but
to-day it has outlived its usefulness. No
doubt the man who is getting dividends is
getting better dividends than ever, notwith-
standing that the working man can hardly
make ends meet owing to the extra cost of
living, and notwithstanding that the hon.
member for Mirani sordid-mindedly objects
to day labour. Dividends were never bigger
in any period in our history, and we should
immediately endeavour to do something in
the way of remodelling our whole taxation
scheme.  The Government are not doing
their duty in simply collecting and disburs-
ing money—by using the State as a big cash
register or a caleulating machine. We must
strike out; we must develop manufactures.
and do somsthing to make the country a
real and genuive country, and, incidentally,
we must make the people who can best afford
it bear the burden. T pointed out our laxity
in regard to our own State loans and our
firmness in regard to the loans that we hand
out to our local authorities. But there is
one thing that the Treasurer. the next time
he is Acting Premicr, should assent to, and
that is a Greater Brishane srheme. Brisbane
is in » hopeless position through having a
lot of tinpot, warring municipalities and
shires.  The moment people prefex the word
“alderman” to their names, they assume
such an importance that they imagine they
are the ¢itv itself, and they swish to run the
citz.  We have a dozen little municipalities
about here. One has low valuations and high
ratings: ancther has high valuatiors and low
< others have hoth low: others have
hoth hig We have no uniformity, no sys-
tem: when it ¢comes to a matter of municipal
ing or enterprise we are in the mud.
122 the aldermen lack initiative through
having too circumicribed an arvea. We want
to hroaden the franchise, give cach indi-
vidual a vote, and have a greater Brisbane
scheme. with extended powers in the way of
establishing manufactures. brickworks. and
furniture establishments. We have a Workers’
Dwellings Act, but what a hopeless thing
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that is unless we provide land and furniture.
The furniture thieves in Brisbane do not give
the working man a fair deal for the stuff
sold to him. We import too much {arniture,
It is astounding to look at * Knibbs,” and
zee the value of the {urniture we import
annually. We should imprcve in  these
matters, and peraiaps by extending tne muni-
cipal franchise, this decrepit Government
could rid itself of the responsibility and pass
it on. If we have a Greater Brisbane, e
might also have a greater tramway schemec.
which the Premier promised to bring for-
ward this sessior, but whicl, T suppose, can-
not be thought of now. We shall be able to
deal with gas and cleciric light, and most
public utilities. I any Minister wishes to
make a nams for himself, and rise above
the wmedioerity of those with whom he is
aszoc.ating, he could corstruct such a scheme,
and launch it, and I am sure it would be
very popular right throughout the State. T
had intended to deal with a few other items,
but my throat is not quits as good as it
could be tonight, and T am afraid T shall
have to let something go until a more suit-
able opportunity arizes. T trust that the
Treasurer will read my rewnarks in connec-
tion with the loan item. and that he will
do somecthing to abolish the preposterous
schienes that are followed at present. I hope
also that he will do a little in the way
of making this country a manufacturing
country and heloing the people to hecome
e1f eantained, that e will look after or even
appoint a cemmission  to  mazke inguiries
with regard to the iron, tanning, wool, and
hal? a dozen other industries which could be
started here. I trust that, last but not least,
he will ztrend more than he has done in the
past to the health of the people. and sce to
it that our working men’s wives have better
medical sttention. and that the children who
are born snto Quecnsland have at least as
fair a deal as the immigrants wve bring from
weross the sca.
Orrostrios pvesws: Hear, hear!

Vr. CRAWFORD (Mount Morgan): Seeing
that almost every member has felt called
upon to address a few remarks to his con-
stituents, I do not know of any reason why
1 should remain outside the charmed circle of
those who will be heard by their constituents.
The speeches which have been made on this
question have been delivered less to the
House than to the larger cirele of the con-
stituents, and I do not find fault with that.
I think it is quite right that members who
speak in this House should address not
merely those who hear them, because, after
all, it happens now and then, through cir-
cumstances over which members have no
control, perhaps through business arising in
the course of the decbate, that they may be
called out of the Chamber, and are not able
to listen to every member. Therefore it is
that when a man rises to speak he feels that
he is addressing not only the members of the
House who happen to be present but the
members of the public who will read his re-
marks. In reading over the Financial State-
ment, I can come to no other conclusion than
that it is a remarkably clear exposition of the
financial position of the country at the pre-
sent time; and that is precisely what we
require. Yet I had the peculiar unhappiness
the other night of hearing an hon. member on
the opposite side say that the very clearness
of the Treasurcr’s Statement was a cause of
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annoyance. The hon. member for Cairng—
who I am sorry is not in his place
to-night—regarded it as a peculiar piece of
unhappiness that the Statement should be so
clear. He said that so many things were so
wrapped up in it that should be taken for
granted. But that is not what we expeect.
We expect from a Treasurer’s Statement
each year a clear exposition of the position
of the country, and no man has anvthing to
complain of in regard to the exposition which
has been placed before us by the Treasurer.
I just now said that I did not sce the hon.
member for Cairns in the House. I now
see him—he is quite conspicuous—and I am
sure he will not go back on what he said last
night: that he complained, and said that
it seemed to him a source of annoyance that
the Treasurer should put in so many state-
ments which were available from other
sources, The statements in the Treasurer’s
Financial Statement show wus that. as a
result of the manner in which this country
has been governed by a Liberal Administra-
tion, the country is in a splendid way

(GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear !

Mr. CRAWFORD: That nothing can be
said in regard to obstacles placed in the way
of progress, and that every opportunity has
been availed of by the Ministry in order to
help the country forward. In some respects,
the Financial Statement is a war budget. It
does not ask us to go the length of imposing
war taxation—as some of the other States are
doing—but it does call upon us to exercise a
greater amount of economy than this State
has ever been previously called upon to exer-
cise, and in that respect I think I am justi-
fied in terming the Statement a war budget.
I do not feel called upon to go lengthily into
a criticism of the Statement. Indeed. sneak-
ing from this side of the House. I fee¢l that
the principle which animates me is the prin-
ciple which animates all other mewnbers on
this side: that we should confin~ our eriti-
cism to that which has been brought forward
from the other side. And what sort of criti-
cism has members of the Oppasition brought
forward in regard to the Financial State-
ment? I would like to point out before
going further that we have. as usual, as we
expect, and as always will happen while a
T.iberal Administration is in power, a surplus,
and that surplus has been utilised in the
usual way; but I would rather have seen it
utilised by being sent to those who have
withstood the tremendous attack in Europe
of those who are the enemies of the British
Empire. I would rather have seen the
£10.000 odd sent to the brave Belgians as
some portion of a reward for them in the
fight which they have put up in the interests
of Australia; for. after all, we as Australians
have not vet struck a blow in the intervests
of our own freedom. The Belgians have
fought for us up to the present time. and
the least we can do is to see that if we have
anv surplus arising from our administration
it shall go to those who are our friends in
this great and tremendous war which
threatens our liberty. It appears to me, from
the attention which I devoted to the spceches
delivered in the House, that very few mem-
bers have borne in mind the danger in which
we have been placed during the last few
weeks. Had it not been for the great fight
put up by the Belgians we to-day would have
heen speaking here with rather a bated voice.
We should not have known where we were
had those who are our enemies and the
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enemies of the British race been able to walk
quietly across Belgian territory and reach the
scashore. Had that happened, I think we
should not have been able to talk in such a
free strain as we are doing to-night. There-
fore, we should only be doing justice—only
fulfilling a contract which is implied—if we
devoted the surplus of our revenue to those
who are fighting in our interests in Europe
to-day, to-night, every hour, and all through,
and who are losing some of their best citi-
zens, I scarcely know in what strain I can
continue to address this Committee. Every
morning when I rise, my anxiety is to find the
paper and ascertain whether we stand a frec
nation or whether we have been crushed. We
must recognise that the battle is to anyone
—that it is to the strongest side—and that
we cannot yet tell which 1s the strongest side.
We are not distinguished from other people
in having no emotions. If a greai disaster
happened to us, I feel cortain that we in this
Parliament would reflect the

[8.30 p.m.] feelings of the people, and I
. believe that the feeling of the
generality of people is that we ought to do
something more than we have done to show
that we recognise what has been done and
is being done by those who have turned out
to be our greatest friends in the mowment of
our adversitv. If we had any surplus—in-
deed. if we had any money at all—we ought
to send it to those in the small field of Bel-
gium who have fought and suffered, and who
are still fighting and suffering, in order that
they may be encouraged in the fight by
knowing that the great British Empire is
not wanting in gratitude to those who havo
stood up bravely, and are stiil standing
in the battle of liberty and for everything
that stands for civilisation.” I have not
heard one word from hon. members opposite
in regard to what we ought to do with respect
to the big things of the Empire of which we
form a very important part. Why is that?
Why is it that they have not risen to the
occasion? Why is it that they have pulled
themselves down to a consideration of small
and petty details? Does any member of

this House imagine that we can g0 on con-

sidering platforms and domestic programmes
while our fate as a nation—as part of the
great British Empire—is at stake? Vet that
is what we have heen asked to do during this
debate. Not one member on the other side
has, in my opinion, risen to the occasion and
told us that we ought to consider ourselves
as part of the British Empire, and that those
things which we should naturally wish to
see carried out in times of peace must now
be postponed until we know where we stand
in the comity of nations—whether we con-
tinue to stand at_the top of the great civi-
lised nations, as the leader of the great civi-
lised nations, or whether we are to take
second place. During the whole course of
this debate members opposite have talked
as if we were in a time of peace, as if we
g‘ould go on talking and talking and carry-
ing out platforms and programmes without
any regard to other parts of the world. If
there is one thing that this war should teach
ns more than another, it is that we are a
very small part of the great world. and that
unless the great world is at peace the pro-
grammes that we put forward cannot be
carried out. Why have members opposite
not recognised this fact? I should not like
to say that they are lacking in loyalty or
that they are lacking in understanding; but
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I really feel called upon to say that they
are compelled to pay a greater regard to the
people who control their elections and the
possibility of their being returned here than
to the great necessities of the situation in
which the Empire is placed. (Hear, hear[)
A great empire and little minds are ill-
plaged, and that is what we find to-day as
far as members opposite are concerned. They
consider that the interests of those who eleot
them and who are writing to them from day
to day with regard to employment and small
affairs are of greater moment than the free-
dom of the Empire of which Australia forms
a part. We are called upon to consider a
very important Financial Statement. As a
member of the Liberal party, I do not feel
that I am called upon to go into a very
extensive criticism of that Statement. I re-
gard it as my duty rather to criticise the
criticisms of it than to criticise the State-
ment itself. And what is the criticism of the
Statement ? What does it amount to? When
we take the criticism offered by the hon.
member who leads the Opposition, we cannot
but come to the melancholy conclusion that
either he is unable to criticise any Financial
Statement or is too indolent to do so. To-
day we might feel inclined to think that out
of regard to the important issues at stake
in the Empire he had withheld his criticism,
and if that were so we would give him
credit for withholding severe criticism which
might at times be possible. But when we
look back to last year and recollect what his
criticism was then, at a time when mo war
was threatened, as far as we were aware,
when no disturbance of the peace was within
the horizon, and when we find that his criti-
cism of the Finanéial Statement then was so
weak that even the members of his own party
scorned it, we can come to no other conclusion
than that there is an utter incapacity on
his part to criticise a Financial Statement.
Knowing that he was unable to find fault
with the Statement, opportunity was given
te him by the Premier, in a moment of
chivalry. which has never been reciprocated
from the other side. A week was given to
the hon. gentleman in order that he could
prepare some criticism of the Statement.
Whot was the result? There was no result
a1 all. The hon. gentleman came forward,
and after a few attempts to find something
in the Statement worthy of criticism, fell
back on the criticism levelled, not by him-
self, not by any member of his partv. but
by a member of the public service—by the
Auditor-General. Most providentially for
the hon. gentleman who is the leader of the
Cpposition, the Auditor-General c¢ame for-
ward with his annual report, and in that
report there appeared a number of criticisms
ir regard to some details of the Government
work. And upon these the leader of the
Opposition seized as a famished wolf, and
brought them before the House as his own
legitimate criticism. There are times when
we can think of public servants pursuing the
right road to attain popularity. We come
to this conelusion with regard to the Auditor-
General: That if he wished to attain popu-
larity at the present moment on one side of
the House. he pursued the right road. He
issued a statement which came in most handy,
most opportunely for the leader of the Oppo-
sition, and it was used by that hon. gentle-
man to make up for his own deficiencies in
intelligent criticism of the Financial State-
ment. What would have been zaid if the
Auditor-General, or any other member of
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the public service, had said in regard to the
Financial Statement, or in 'regard to any
other part of the work of the Government,
some words of praisc? If ther had stood
up, as they freguently have to, for the in-
tegrity of the Government, for the carrying
out of striet routine, what would hon. gentle-
men opposite have said?  Hon. gentlemen
opposite would have been anxious for their
immediate dismissal from the service of the
State. It is well known to hon. gentiemen
opposite that because the Registrar of the
Industrial Court stood upon his position, as
knowing the work of that court, he was
threatened with dismissal by members oppo-
site. e did not pursue a course that led to
popularity. The Auditor-General pursued
a different course to the registrar. The
Auditor-General bhad the audacity to criti-
cise some action of the present Government,
and for that rcason he is regarded as a very
popular official.  These are the gentlemen
who have becen claiming for public servants
full freedom, full political rights, and full
rights to discuss everything. ~ Yet, let the
public servants beware. If they venture to
discuss things, and venture to express things
which are opposite to those opinions which
are held by the Labour people, they will be
marked down and be disiissed. Only dur-
ing this session I was unable to avail my-
solf of the opporiunity to take part in one
debate, but it was a debate of some im-
portance, and the thought that occurred to
me was this: A cartoon appeared in the
Brisbane “ Worker” during the last gencral
strike which showed how the members of
the Labour party are in their attitude to-
wards public servants who happen to have
political opinions, or who .happen to have
backbone of any description whatever in
opposition to their own. A caitoon appeared
showing the ex-leader of the Labour party,
Mr. Bowman, with his watch in his hand.
it was during the time of the general strike,
and Mr. Bowman had his watch in his hand
and was looking at it. IHe was talking to
Xajor (ahill, who happens to be the head
scrang of the police in this district, and was
giving him four minutes’ notice to get out
of office.  Why? Simply because Major
Cahill happened to have opinions of his
cwn, and acted upon theie opinions in re-
gard to preserving the peace of the ciiy.
That 1s what happened in this State. Ilon.
members opposite, in all the claims they
e¢re making for public servants, are claiming
that they should only have an opportunity
to <peak on behalf of their own political
ideals. w0t thii they should have free and
full political libertv, but that they shall
ouly sprak en behalf of the Labour side of
politic:
At 845 pom.,

The CHAIRMAN: Under Standing Order
:L\o'.v I call upen the hon. member for
Leichhardt to relieve wie in the chair.

Mr. HARDACRE took the chalr accordingly.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Mr. Hardacre, T am
pleased to addre:s you as the occupant of
+he pesition which, except for unfortunate
circumestancez,  wvou would have occupied
many years ago. (Laughter.) I think there
i no man who has so studied the forms of
this House, snd has so.fitted himself to the
nt carrying on of the business of
Parlisment as you have yourself. (Hear,
hear!) I, thereiore, have pleasure in ad-
. dressing vou as occupant of the chair. We
have frequently heard the statement that is
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alleged against members of the legal pro-
fession that, when they have no case, they
usually abuse the other side. But a dif-
ferent interpretation has been placed upon
that idea just mow in this House. It hap-
pened during this debate. It is thaf, when
vou have a bad case, you must quote the
platform. When members of the Labour
party have no case—and that happens almost
invariably—they quote the platform. Hon.
mombers opposite, during the course of this
debate, have very frequently quoted from the
platform. It is a blessed word—something
like ¢ Mesopotamia.”’” They often quote the
platform and show that some little differ-
ence exists between what has been proposed
by the Liberal party and what exists in the
platform put forward by the Labour party.
The platform, pushed as it has been on our
notice during this session, is certainly deserv-
ing of attention. It is a platform that ought
to be very scriously considered, and I am
doubtful whether any large percentage of
hon. members opposite have given serious
consideration to what that platform means,
and how far it will go in logical elation. It
is very easy to sign a platform, and I know
hon, members opposite must sign that plat-
form whether they believe in it or not;
whether they thoroughly understand it or
not they must at least express their belief
i it by writing their names at the foot of
it. I would like to know whether hon. mem-
bers opposite, who put themselves forward as
being interested in the workers, thoroughly
understand what that platform means. If
vou, Mr. Hardacre, will permit me to avail
myself of the latitude which has been allowed
to almost every hon. member who has pre-
viously =poken, I will address myself to that
platform in order to arrive at some conclu-
sion as to what it really means. I do it,
not with any view of putting myself forward
as an authority, but in order to bring it
within the purview of the statement which
has been put before the House by the Trea-
surer, and in order to find out whether the
policy put forward by members on the oppo-
site side of the House is better than the
policy which has been carried into operation
br members on this side of the House—
members who will continue to be on thisside
of the House. I intend to deal only with
the fighting platform in order to ask the
people who read the records of this House
whether they heve not more to gain by
continuing in office the Liberal party than
bv changing that party for the party oppo-
site.  The first plank of the fighting platform
of the Labour party is the abolition of the
Legislative Council. We have had that mat-
tor debated. Sunposing we carried that
plank and abolished the other Chamber,
what would it mean in hard cash to the
people? Will the people gain one penny?
T think not. And there is a sequence tothat
plank that, having abolished the Legislative
(ouncil, we should carry out the initiative
and referendum—a new idea which has been
telked of in various parts of the parliamen-
tary-government world, but it has not been
put into full exercise except in Switzerland,
and these who have studied the legislative
work of Switzerland must come to the con-
clusion that the initiative and referendum
have, in their operation, done very little good,
i# wny good at all, for the workers; and I
presuma that hon. members opposite con-
template the workers only. I feel called
upon to consider this question because T
want to know, and every member of this
House is called upon to know, which is the
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best policy for the people of the State—that
s, which policy will advance the financial
icterests of the State most? Then we go
on to the next plank, which is financial and
taxation reform. What has been shown dur-
ing the course of this debate to be wrong
with the present financial system of this
State? Hon members opposite have com-
plained that we are not going in for more
taxation. The whole of their platform means
more taxation, more taxation. If we have
been able to carry on for many years, and
we ave still able to carry on without impos-
ing further taxation, why should the peoplo
be threatoned with more taxation? And yet
that is what hon. members opposite threaten
this country with in regard to financial re-
form. They give nothing in any way con-
crete, but simply a general statement:
“Taxation and reform of financial methods
in carrying out the government of the
State.” a statement which carries no intelli-
gence to the people who are called upon to
exercise their votss. The people who exer-
cise their votes from time to time under-
stand that certain taxation is necessary in
order to derive revenue for the carrying
on of the government, and all hon. members
opposite say is that there should be some
change in our financial system. What is
it? What particular change do they refer
tor Perhaps some bookkeeping, or some
little accountancy problems that arise from
time to time in regard to the revenue from
land. T do not know whether it is of any
importance whether we regard the amount
received from the sale of land as mere reve-
nue or as parting with our capital. I would
rather regard it in this light, that,
parting with the land, we are plaemg people
upon that Jand who are taxable, and who
will exercise their energies in makmg the
land more productive. So that, so far as
this plank of the Labour platfoun is con-
cerned, there appears to be very little in it
for the advantage of the people. Then,
going further, we find in the platform men-
tion of a tlade% dispute Bill. What more
do we want in regard to trades dis-
putes than the Industrial Peace Act,
which this Government passed, and which
has been instrumental in pleventlng a great
amount of industrial trouble in this State,
Those who understand it, and those who are
endeavouring to understand it, feel more and
more that this Industrial Peace Aect is in the
interests of the workers of Queens-

[9 p.m.] land, and the more they study it,
ths more they put it into opera-

tion, the less inclined are thev to call for any
amendments as are indicated in this plank of
the Labour party. Then we have another
plank—*‘ conciliation and arbitration.” Have
we not enough of it in our Industrial Peage
Act, in the Federal Arbitration Act, and in
various other methods, without ha,vmg it here,
without having it put before the people in
ordsr to deceive them? I think there is nc
necassity whatever for a plank of this descrip-
tion to be placed before the people. But we
pass on. W come to something, a little
thing which was useful at the last Fedcral
election, that is, “‘pcnsions for widows and
orphans.’” Now, so far as I have been able
to understand, the Liberal party has alreadv
dealt with orphans and widows, has arranged
for consideration to be extended to them in
order that they may live comfortably, in order
that they may not be dragged down to abso-
lute necessity and destitution. We have done
already for widows and for orphans what the
Labour party tell the people they are anxious
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to do, and I am certain they cannot go any
further in doing for widows and for orphans
more than the Liberal party have done in
preparing a liberal scheme of remuneration
for those who have the misfortune to become
widows and orphans. But the Liberal party
zo further than that, that is, they endeavour.
bv their leglslatlon not only to provide
widows and orphans with proper care and
attention, but they try to prevent wives from
Iu\comlnv widows, and children from becoming
orphans. They provide in connection with
their supervision of machinery that the work
shall be carried out in such a manner that
the greatest care will be exercised by employ-
ers, so that thosc who are working will not
be exposed to great risks, will not be exposed
to thosa risks which will carry them out of
cxistence and make their wives and children
widows and orphans, Then we come fo the
plank of ** State refineries” in this precious
platform, and I find that the Liberals already
have advanced a very great degree in that
direction. Naturally, they follow usual busi-
ness metheds. They want to know where
they are, they want to know whether they
are on solid ground, and whether, when they
advance large amounts of moncy, there will
be a proper weturn. They do not wish to
do as other States have done, advance money
recklessly in the building up of industries
and setting up State industries over which
the State has no proper control, and which
will require from the State a degree of
control which the State is not in a position
to exercise. Before I pass away from that
plank I would like to refer to what the late
Premicr of New South Wales has said. He
regmds State industries as having been prac-
tically failures, and he tells the people that
they must look forward to these enterprises
as likely to be failures for a considerable
time. Then we come to pure foods. What
can hon. members opposite offer to do more
than the Liberal party have done in regard
to pure foods? I have not heard one idea
put forward by them which would show that
they have a better idea of pure food adminis-
tration than that which is carried out by the
Liberal Administration. Then we come to a
very important plank of their platform, the
stoppage of land sales. It appears to me
that this is a very very old plank, very
auntiquated. It starts almost with the begin-
nings of politics in Australia, and yet nothing
has been done. In New South Wales one
Minister had to be sacrificed because he

believed that it should be carried out. No

further sales of Crown land, but the building
up of the leasehold svstem, which runs abso-
lutely contrarily to human nature, to the
human instinct, contrary to the desires of
those who require that when they have land
that land should be their own, and that they
shall not pay, year after vear, rent, without
sny idea of ever becoming their own land-
]old< The idea of the Liberal party is_that
men, when they start out to acquire land,
shall have before them the prospect of
becoming their own landlords. Then, thers
is something in the Labour platform with
regard to the Workers’ Compensation Act.
The Liberal party hes already passed a num-
her of amendments which have brought the
Compeusation Act up as far as it ought to

go in rcgard to doing justice to those who
are engaged in industrial employment which
involves danger, and we do not hear from

those who are engaged in these works any
great complaint of its operation. And I am
certain of this: that if any complaints were put
fom ard by the people who are immediately

Mr. Crawford.)]
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concerned, the Liberal Government would
meedlatelw attend to it. Coming further in
their plankq, we find the * nationalisation of
hospitals 7’ a very good idea, and
onc which will be brought ‘about, one which
will be considered, I believe, next year when
the Liberal party are returned to power—the
consideration of all that regards hospitals,
placing them upon a different basis in regard
to sustentation, in regard to subsidy, in regard
to the general ground work. Hon. members
opposite have that upon their own platform as
if it were a monopoly of their own. I would
like to ask them, would like them to
consider-—and probably I will ask them to
consider when we come into details—how they
will deal with the large and useful institution
upon the other side of the river, whether
they will nationalise that, and upon what
basis? Then we have the plank dealing with
“local government reform.”” I presume this
is for the purposc of getting rid of those
people whom the hon. member for Herbert
regarded as old fossils. 8o far as the last

and twelfth plank of that platform is
concerned, ¢ State insurance,” 1 feel sure
that the Liberal party is advancing in

the proper direction. It is advancing
cautiously, it is advancing as a Govern-
ment should advance in considering so great
a problem, which caused sc much trouble
in the old country before they put before
the House a scheme dealing with it.
Now, with regard to unemplovment. At the
beginning of the war I was considerably
exercised in my mind as to” what would
Fappen at Mount Morgan, knowing that
the market for copper was being shut off;
and I asked some questions in the House and
made inquiries privately to ascertain what
could be done to save Mount Morgan from
zbsolute disaster. Although the people of
Mount Morgan do not yet know what has
teen done, and although at the last Federal
election they did not take my advice, -yet
the great number of them were very pleased
to bencfit by the results of the influence
which the Liberal party now in power were
able to exercise on their behalf, so that the
mine was not stopped, but their occupat"on
was continued and their wages were regularly
veseived, and a great disaster was averted.
I know that the Liberal Government has
dealt very practically with other parts of
this State with regard to unemployment
However much people may say the Govern-
ment has done nothing, this Government
is not in the habit of advertising what it
does, but it has at all times had in mind
what was required in ‘the various parts of
the State in regard to unemployment, and
has exercised itself to the utmost to prevent
the results of that unemployment becoming
serious. In New South Wales Mr. Holman
assured the people of sympathetic considera-
tion. ‘ Sympathetic consideration’ is a very
finc phrase, but what the people want is
something more practical, and what have
they got more practical than sympathetic
consideration? Previous speakers have said,
“ £1 7s. a week.” The leader of the OppOS]-
tion said that that meant 9s. a day. Well,
vou can spread it out, if you like, and ex-
plain it away, but it snnplv means £1 Ts.
a week. And that is what is being offered
by a Labour Government. You do not find
any such offer being made by our Liberal
Government. They are able to carry on,
and are more consplcuously successful than
any other Government in Australia. The
war is not wholly at the root of the trouble
in New South Wales and the other States.
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Before the war was rumoured, industrial
trouble—unemployed trouble—was threatening
in New South Wales, Western Australia, and
Tasmania ;. and thoy are reaping the bone-
fit of their Labour Govermments in those
States, whilst the people of Queensland are
deriving real concrcte benefits from the fact
that they are governed by a Liberal Ministry.
One thing has been shown by the present
progress of affairs, and that is that Labour
Ministries are not altogether above the pos-
sibilities of committing mistakes. In Western
Australia it has been shown that they are
pot so gifted in carrying on administration
—that the moment they get. into power all
troubles cease and all worries are ended.
It appears to me that so soon as Labour
took the helm of affairs in Western Austra lia
employvment began to be in trouble, and that
trouble has continued until the pwwn time,
and will continue until the Ministry goes
out of office again and a Liberal Ministry is
returned to power which knows how to carry
on the government of the country. The
people of Western Australia are already
looking in that direction. And when we
come to Broken Hill—the most anavchical
place in Australia—we find that a resolution
Las been carried calling—not upon a Labour
Government to do thmgs~—but calling upon
a Labour Government to get out of the way
so that a Liberal Government zan do some-
thing for the benefit of that 1mp0rtant part
cf New South Walez. And in Tasmania. what
is before the pcople? Nothing very pros-
1erous, unless you regard taxation as ]ros-
perity. Taxation is threatened in every State
that is under the dominance of a Labour
Government. and, were we in Qucensland
under the dominance of a Labour Govern-
ment, nothing would be more certain than
that the taxation, which we alreadr feel to
be quite severe enough, would be 1ncwa~ed
in intensity. It has been demonstrated in
every part of the Commonwecalth that La-
bour Governments are not beyvond the possi-
bility of making mistakes, and the people
are begiuning to realise it. The people—

if I way use the term-—are “taking a
tumble” to the fact that Labour Govern-
ments are not so wise as they were expected
te be—not so wise as they were thought to
be—and that disasters can happen under a
Labour Government just as they may happen
--but infrequently happen—under a Liberal
Governinent. I ncte that the present head of
the Commonwealth Government, Mr. Fisher,
iz calling all the Premiers together before he
delivers his Financial Statement. Why? In
order that he may gain from them good
ideas, and he will be able to put those 1deas
before the Federal Parliament; and. if those
ideas eventuate in prosperity, he will claim
a1l the benefit, and all the berefit will be
credited to him. But, if anything otherwise
should eventuate, then all the blae will be
placed on those who were in confercnce with
Lim. It is worth while considering, too, that
during the last three woars—dl%nussmg for
the moment the time in which Mr. Cook was
ip  possession of the reins of office-—Mr.
Fisher wag the Prime Minister of the Com-
monwealth. Can any hon. member opposite
say that the cost of living has in any way
decrcased? Can he say that the workers in
sny way received an advantage? From the
information which has come to me, it would
be very difficult for hon. members opposite,
who are the supporters of the Commonwealth
Labour Government, to prove that the
workers of the State have derived any ad-
vantage from the possession of Commonwealth
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office by a Labour Ministry. This fact has
to be recognised, and we might as well ac-
commodate ourselves to it: that the Federal
Labour party, as a party, has ended. The
Federal Labour party got into office by means
of the influence exerted by the greatest capi-
talistic organ in Australia—the Meclbourne
“Age. (Hear, hear!) The Federal Labour
party consists, not of direct workers, or of
persons who have come straight out from
manual toil, but of squatters and of large
shareholders in various concerns—probably
i the Tramways Company here in Brisbane
and in various other ways possessors of divi-
dends. so that no longer can the Federal
Commonwealth Labour party claim to be a
real dircet Labour party.

The bell indicated that the hon. member's
time had sexpired.

Mr. HAMILTON (Gregory): I had not
intended speaking in this debate until I heard
some of the speeches delivered by members
on tile ofher side, notably that of the Hon.
the Sesretary for Public Lands and one or
two others,  As far as the last speaker is
concerned, he has tried to belittle the Labour
plaviorn: and the Labour party in particular,
but that may be discounted when we renein-
ber that he once was, or professed to be, a
Labour member himself, and got into Par-
liament on the shoulders of Labour. He
said that members on this side were paying
more attention to those who sent them here
than they were to the dangers which
threatened the Empire, and he questioned
the loyalty of members on this side. I
think that members on this side are just as
loyal as members on the other side. I do
not accuse any member of this House on
either side of being disloyal. I think that
all members are with the Xmpire in the
present trouble, and I dare sav that every
member is quite willing to do his part as far
as fizances will allow, and otherwise if it
becomes mnecessary. With these few words
I shall dismiss the last speaker. Just before
the Minister for Lands sat down, the per-
spiration fairly rolled off him when he was
informing the House of the Liberal measures
that had been brought in by the Liberal
Government; in fact, he took all the credit
for the good legislation which was on the
statute-book as having been brought in by
the present Liberal Government, and himself
in particular. He quoted the Workers’ Com-
pensation Act, and I interjected: ¢ What
side of the House were vou on when that Act
was brought in?” He said, “I was sitting
on this side.” I want to inform the House
that he was in Oppoesition at the time it was
introduced by the hon. member for Ipswich.
The wmembsrs on that side were trving to
emaseatate the measure.

IIon. R. Pamrp: The measure was brought
in on this side of the House.

Mr. HAMILTON : The measure was first
introducsd in this Tlouse by Mr. Fisher, who
is now the Prime Minister of Australia, the
vear before he went into the Federal Par-
liament. When he went into the Federal
House, the matter was taken up by Mr.
Ryland, and the following year the then
Attorney-General, Sir Arthur Rutledge, pro-
mised to introduce a measure. It was not a
very up-to-date measure, and it was one of
those mexsures which, when the coalition
Governmoent came  into pewer, the Labour
party who then supported the coalition asked
for as the price of their support of the Go-
vernmsat, and the Act was introduced by the
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present Minister for Education, the hon. mem-
ber for Ipswich. During the passage of the
measure, the hon. member for Cunningham
brought in an amendment to prevent the
application of the measure to anyone who was
engaged In agriculture, horticulture, or pas-
toral pursuits. He wanted it confined to a
limited few, but I am pleased to say his
amendment was defeated, and that it applies
pretty well to all workers. The Minister for
Lands said he was sitting on the Government
side of the Housc.

Hon. R. PrILr: So he was.

Mr, HAMILTON: Not at the time when
the Bill was brought in by the member for
Ipswich. He was a supporter of the hon.
member.  The hon. member for Cunningham
movesd his amendment, and those who voted
for it were—Mr. Cameron, Mr. Cribb, Mr.
Forrest, Mr. Fox, My, Grayson, Mr. Keogh,
P. J. Leahy, Mr. Mackintosh, Mr.
(P Kecfe, Mr. Spencer, Mr. Stodart, and Mr.
Tolmie. Those were the members who
wanted to exempt all the employees in
agricultaral, horticultural, and pastoral in-
dustries from the measure. I do not think
that the Secretary for Public Lands is en-
titled to take any credit for the assistance
which he gave to the passage of the measure
through the House. Further on, the hon. mem-
ber  for Cunningham introduced another
amendment reducing the amount to £150. It
was moved on a previous amendment intro-
duced by Mr. Ryland that the amount be in-
creased to £200, and those who voted against
Mr. Ryland’s amendment  were—Mossrs.
Barnes, Camcron, Cribb, Forsyth, Fox, Han-
ran, O’Keefe, Paget, Paul, Petrie, Philp,
Somerset, Stodart, and Mr, Tolmic again. We
hour the Secretary for Public Lands trying to
take a lot of credit to himself for the assist-
ance which he guave to the Liberal Govorn-
rient for the passage of that measure through
the House, but he is trying to take credit
for something which he is not entitled to.
The hon. member for Mirani, when he gets
up, generally has a tilt at preference for
unionists, the rural svorkers’ log, the
marriage tie, or sowething of that sort. IHe
made* reference again to preference to
unionists. The Liberals at the last Federal
clection made that one of the issues of the
clestion, and they were badly beaten on it, and
the Fisher Government was returned on that
isiue, and yet the Liberals keep on resurrect-
ing the matter on every occasion. The hon.
member for Mirani said that members of the
Labour party were slaves, because they had
to submit to @& levy to support a newspaper.
The Liberals have a good many newspapers
circulating, not only in the metropolitan area
but throughout the country, and it was get-
ting time that the Labour party had a daily
paper for themselves. The effort has been
saccessful, and that was evidently what hon.
members opposite do not like. I remem-
bor  two or thrce newspapers in  Bris-
bane which are now extinet, which would
have died at their birth had it not been for
the support given to them by the Govern-
ment of the day. Tho * Street” newspaper
bhad a large subsidy from the then Govern-
ment. When I went out to Birdsville, there
were copies forwarded on to every station,
and bundles shread broadecast. Whatever
newspapers we have to subseribe to we have
to pay for, and we are quite willing to sub-
seribe our mite to have our case represented
fairly and squarely before the public, which
we never had before. The Secretary for

Mr. Hamalion.]
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Public Lands tried to get a good deal of
credit for the Liberal party for what they
are -doing for the children in the
[8.30 p.m.] bush. He says they are now send-
ing out medical inspectors and

are putting gauze netting round the openings
in the schools, but I do not think the Liberal
Government are entitled to any credit for
that, becausc it tooks months and months of
agitation in this House and several deputa-
tions to the Minister to get them to take
action. I think I was the first to move in the
matter, and I did so at the request of the
Winton hospital committee, but could not get
the Government to act for a long time. The
shire council at Winton got tired of waiting
for the Government to move in the matter
and they put gauze netting round the school
openings at their own expense. Later on the
Government sent out Dr. Taylor to visit the
schools in the West, and that gentleman made
a_report to the Government, but several of
his recommendations were not acted upon, so
that altogether the Government are not en-
titled to much credit for the work they have
done in this connection. Public opinion forced
them to do what they did. The Secrtary for
Public Lands, when speaking on preference
to unionists, said that the Liberals stood for
British liberty, for the liberty of each indi-
vidual to do as he liked. We know what
British liberty means, and we see the effect
of it in England to-day. England is engaged
i a war with a big continental nation, and
there are somewhere about 200,000 subjects
of that nation in England at the prosent
time.  What brought them there? The
ordinary love of capitalists for cheap labour.
Those mwen are not unionists and do no# want
to join wunions. English worknen were
hunted abroad simply because 200,000 Ger-
mans were willing to work for lower wages
in England than they could, and that is the
reason that there is such a large number of
German subjects in England at the present
time. I havebeen told by a person whoe travels
a good deal that they have an association in
Germany which sends those men to England
and other countries to talke up the positions of
clerks and engage in other occupations for a
small wage, and that the association, which is
formed of capitalists in Germany, subsidises
the men who work for those low wages. All
the inforination those men can get, not only
about military operations, but about com-
mercial enterprise, fresh inventions in the
getting up of foodstuffs, and so on, they are
expected to send to the association which
subsidises them. We know that a number
of Germans are employed as waiters in
different parts of England, because they are
cheaper then Englishmen.

Hon. R. Pumrp: Waiters do not get wages
at all; they only get tips.

Mr. HAMILTON: Their wages are made
up by the association in Germany.

Mr. B. H. Corser: What is the name of
the association?

Mr. HAMILTON : It is a big association
of capitalists,

Mr. B. H. CorzEr: What do they call it?

Mr. HAMILTON: I am unable to speak
German, and I cannot tell the hon. member
what they call it. It has been said by vari-
ous speakers that there has been no criticism
of the Financial Statement from this side of
the House, and a good deal of laudation
has been given to the Government for the
Statement which has been presented to the
Committee. I am not going to blame the
Government in connection with that State-
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ment, but will give them a good deal of
credit for presenting the Statement that has-
been laid before the Committee. But when.
we come to compare the action of the
Queensland Government with the action of
the Governments of other States, we find that
the comparison is not favourable to Queens-
land. We have had good seasons in Queens-
land for a number of years. Though in some
districts it has been prefty dry, yet, speaking
broadly, over the whole of Queensland we
have had good seasons. In New South
Wales and South Australia there has been
a terrible drought recently. I had a letter
a short time ago from my brother in New
South Wales, in which he says they have
never had such a drought in the far western
part of that State as has been raging there
this year. Some of the flocks and herds

have been wiped right out, and yet the
Government have a credit balance. We
were told that they had a deficit, but

I see by the statement made by the

Treasurer of New South Wales the other
day that they have a surplus of some
£200,000 or £300,000. A drought is also.

raging in South Australia. We read in the
newspapers that Mr. Kidman has taken the
stock of farmers and put them on his runs in
order to enable them to tide over the
drought. The Labour Government in New
South Wales are trying to meet the present
situation by finding work for the unem-
ployed. They have some thousands of un-
employed in that State, and the Government
arc doing all they possibly can for them.
They are also finding seed wheat for farmers,
and encouraging them to put in as large
crops as possible, and at the same time the
Government themselves are putting 40,000
acres under crops in order to enable the
country to tide over the bad times. Compar-
ing what they are doing with what the Go-
vernment of Queensland are doing, I contend
that our Government can claim very little
credit for their action. What are they doing
for the unemployed in Queensland? Nothing
at all. The Treasurer asked the council of
the unions to send him any information they
could supply about the unemployed, and they
sent him a list the other day showing that
there was over 1,000 unemployed in various
trades and industries, and I believe they have:
not even reeeived an acknowledgment of their
communication, I have a big petition from
Winton, signed by over 100 business people
and others, asking the Government to carry
out their promise and start the railway there
in order to give ecmployment to the unem-
ployed. Some little time ago I asked a
question on this subject in the House, and
the answer I reccived was that the Govern-
ment were going to start the work as soon
as possible, and were marshalling the plant
there. TIf the Government really desire to
assist the unemployed, what thev ought to
do is to start some of the railways that
have been passed by Parliament, and the
one I speak of in particular. It iz one of
the railways which was passed under the
Act of 1910, and it was passed with a great
flourish of frumpets as part of the great rail-
way policy of the Kidston Government,
whom membars opposite then supported. We
were told that they were going to start these
different lines simultancously from Charle-
ville, Winton, Blackall, and Cloncurry. They
started the branch from Charleville, but
though four years have elapsed since then,
not one shovelful of earth has been removed
on the line from Winton to Springvale. We
are told that they have not steel rails for
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that railway. How is it, then, that they
have rails for railways in other districts

which have been passed since that railway?
We are told that the Government are going
to come down with another railway policy.
Why? Because there is another election
looming. Within a few months after
Christmas we will be in the throes of an
election in Queensland. The Government are
introducing a railway policy so that they
will be able to say, “Look at the railway
programme of the Government.” Before
another railway is passed by this House
they ought to build the railways that were
passed in 1910. Let the Government con-
struct the railways that have been passed by
this House and open up the interior of the
State. If they want to develep the country
and make the land available for people who
want land, they should run railways out
there. How many people will be settled on
the land by the construction of the Drayton
deviation? Not one additional person. How
many people will be settled on the land by
the construction of the via recta? The money
that it will cost to build the via recta would
build railways into the Western districts and
open up hundreds of thousands of acres of
land, on which a large number of people
could settle. The via recta is going to give
an additional railway to the people who have
now got railways. I do not say that the via
recta will not come in time, but the pre-
sent time is not opportune. If the Warwick
district did not have a railway, I would
willingly say that we should give them a
railway. But they have got a railway. We
have got districts in Queensland which have
not got a railway at all, and it is only right
that we should give them a railway, especi-
ally when that railway has been passed by
this House, before we build the via recta.
The Treasurer says in his Statement—

“It will be noticed that under all the
heads of revenue with the exception of
mining the estimate was exceeded. The
railway receipts, which for the year 1912-
13 showed an increase over the estimate
of £98,752, this vear show an increase
over the estimate of £50,562.”

This is the part which I wish to draw atten-
tion to—

“This will again impress the Com-
mittee of the immense value the railways
are to the State, and lead to the in-
evitable conclusion that the policy of the
Liberal party in pushing on with railways
in Queensland, in a way never before
attempted. 2

I think that they are quite right in saying
that they are pushing on with the railways
in a way never before attempted. There
are ten men on the Duchess extension, fifteen
to twenty men on the Blackall line, and none
at all on the Winton-Springvale extension;
and I doubt if they have any at all on the
North Coast line. The Government said at
the beginning of the session that they were
going to push ahead with a big public works
policy, including railways and other things,
in order to give employment to a number
of men and to keep the wheels of industry
going. Tt was said that it was better to
give the men work than to dole out charity,
and T quite agree that it is better to do that,
But the Government have a right to start
with the railways which have already been
passed. Everv one of these railway: in the
Western districts should be pushed on. It
is the railwavs that carry the wool and
stock which pay the best. If it were not for
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the excellent returns the railways receive
from the pastoral districts, the agricultural
districts would have to pay higher fares and
freights. If the Government want the rail-
ways to pay as they are doing at the pre-
sent time they should complete the railways
in hand. I have a petition here from the
people in the Winton district, asking for the
railway to be constructed o Springvale.
There are 100 men in Winton waiting for this
railway to start, and they do not know where
to go to look for work. On account of the
stringency of the money market many of the
stations are employing less men and the
shearing season is drawing to a close. Before
long there is going to be great distress
amongst the unemployed if we do not push
on with some of these railways. The Go-
vernment should not enter into fresh railway
arrangements until they  complete the
arrangements they entered into in 1910. The
Minister for Lands says he is opening up
land in the Boulia district. I know he is
opening up land out there, but what is the
good of that land to 'people for sheep-raising
when it is 200 miles from a railway. If the
Government pushed out with the line from
Winton, it wouwld open hundreds of square
miles of good grazing country. There would
be plenty of land available for grazing farm
settlement in  20,000-acre blocks, or even
up to 60,000. There is a lot of land
resumable there and it only wants railway
communication to be taken up and selected.
After four years the Government have
done nothing to extend the railway west
from Winton. My opponent brought it up
against me during the election campaign that
I voted against that railway. I did vote
against it, because the peopls in that district
did not have an opportunity of saving
whether they approved of the railway or not.
They were not allowed to vote on the ques-
tion the same as the people in other districts
are where they have to guarantee the line, and
I consider they should have had that right.
The shire council in Boulia are waiting to
find out where the terminus of that line is
going to be. They are not coming to the
Treasurer for a loan, because ther have got
the money themselves, but thev want to
know where the terminus is going to be.
so that they ean sink sub-artesian bores, and
open up the road to the railwav terminus.
I have asked the Minister for Railways,
and he does not know. He says that he has
got a survevor out there, and he has not
received any information from the surveyor
as o where the terminus of the line is going
to be. T hope it is not going to be at Sulie-
man. If that line is built into the pastoral
districts it will return a good revenue to the
Government. The Treasurer predicts that
there will be a small surplus of £1,000, and
he states that he has not got to arrive at that
surplus by imposing fresh taxation, as Mr.
Holman has done.

The TREASURER:
thing.

Mr., ITAMILTON: Well, a number of
hon. members on that side have said so. In
fact, it has been more of a criticism of Mr.
Holman than a criticism of the hon. gentle-
man. Whatever Mr. Holman did in the
matter of putting a tax on_ the public ser-
vants, he did it openly, but the Treasurer
and this Government put a tax on the public
servants here under cover. They sar that
they are not going to give the public servants
the automatic increases they are ('mlﬂpd t0
under the agreement thes entered into when

AU r. Hamilton.]

I did not «ay any such
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they joined the service. So far as the

publi¢ servants in the higher grade are con-
cerned, I am with the Government all the
time. The time is not opportune for increas
ing their salaries at all. But it is different
with the lower paid public servants, who have
been looking forward to their automatic
increase at the end of the year. I know
one young gzirl who has been a teacher for
twelve months, She is getting 9s. 6d. a
week, and she was looking forward to her
automatic increase, which would bring her
up to 15s. a weel, Bub all these increases
are denied the teachers. Is not refusing
them their automatic increases putting a
special tax on them to the same amount?
We find that in many instances the highly
paid public servants are getting increases in
their salaries. The Treasurer wants to
make out that that is not the case; but I
have been looking through the Estimates,
and T can pick out quite a number of men
getting £500 and £600 a year who are
getting increases of £50 each.

The PREMIER: Not since July.

Mr. HAMILTON: These increases were
not provided on the last year’s Estimates.
The Government is granting these increases
bx I \ecutne minute, and that is wrong. It
is teking away one ‘of the functions of this
House. The increases should be granted here,
and not hy the Government bv Executive
minnte. The Survevor-General is down for an
inerease of £50 over what he got last year,

The PgreMier: That is, since the Ist
January.

Mr. HAMILTON : Then it should not have
been done by Executive minute. We find
that the police magistrate, the visiting jus-
tice to St. Helena, and the Comptroller of
Prisons have all reccived large increases;
and wost of them are already Oe\tting above
£600 a year. If there is anyone who should
receive the automatic increases thex are en-
titled to it is the poor unfortunate devils in
the service who are getting under £100 a
vear, and some of the pupll teachers getting
9s. or 10s. a4 week. Vet the Government, in
order to give increases to the highly Dald
servants. are refusing the automahc mcwnses

to the fower grades in the service. That is
not a fair thing ot all, and if members are
sxmpatmtlc with the public service they

should demand that those in the lower grades

should receive their automatic inereases, and
thevy should a say that those who are
already receiving £300 a year and over

should wait a ful‘ﬂlm‘ twelve months hefore
getting an inerease in their ia]amom. Then,
again, the Treasurer says he is not cutting
dOV\Vl the hospital vote. T =ay he has
arranged to get a surplus by cutting down
the hospitﬂ vote. The Treasurcr savs he
intends to give the hospitals £2 for every
£1 subseribed. but wo know the Government
arc cutting down the subsidy to the unfor-
tunate Blind, Deuf, and Dumb Institution
to 184, in the £1 'xnd they are also cutting
down ‘the ambulance subs idy.

The Prexier: The ambulances are in
affluent eircumstances.

Mr. HAMILTON: 3>any country ambu-

fance brigades are rot in offluent circum-
stances, and it is wrong to reduce the
subsidy. That is the way the Gove ernment

intend ﬁnancmq the State instead of coming
down ard saying, “We require additional
revenue, we are not going to take the auto-
matic increases from the pub]ie servants who
ate only getting small salaries, we are not
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going to cut down the hospital vote or the
vote for the blind, deaf, and dumb and the
vote for ambulance brigades, but we are

going to put fresh taxation on those
shoulders best able to bear it.” There are
any amount of sources of taxation without

going in for retrenchment of this kind. A
retrenchment scheme in times of drought
may be justified if other sources of taxation
were exhausted, but it is not justified at the
present time. If the Government rose to
the occasion, as they are doing in the other
States, they would put on a special tax in
order to meet the situation that is likely to
arise, through no fault of th: Government,
but through the war. If they came down
and put a special tax on those who are
l/(w onle to bear it they would be showing
far mwore statesmanship. Does the hon,
gezntiunan deny that he is increasing the
salarics of already highly paid officials in
the service?

The PreEMIEK: Yes. ’

Mr. HAMILTON : Then why on earth are
wereas»s provided in the Istimates?

The PrEMiER: We did that last year.

Mr. HAMILTON: By Executive minute.
The House is the proper authority to in-
crease those salaries, and, if the House did
its duty. it would refuse to give those in-
creases at the present time. 1f the Govern-
ment want to give inecreases to public ser-
vants, let them put thosc increases on the
Fatimates and not do it by Executive minute,

The PremicR: That has been done from
titne imimemorial.

Mpr, HAMILTON: It is not a proper
thing to do, ard I have never known it to
be done. It might be that when there are
readjustzents, like there was in the Lands
De])altment one or two individuals might
receive = higher salary because a member of
the serviee “has passed out through death,
but in connection with many of “these in-
creases there was nothing of that kind at all.
The Goverum:nt have done an irregular thing

and 2 ong thing in raising the “salaries of
pubiic servants by Exex \tive minute.

The Presupr: The Iouse need not pass
thewn

My, HAMILTON: The House is asked

to pass them now, but they have been draw-
it the increases for some time. Suppose
the Ilouse refuses to pass those increases

now, what would be the conseguences?

The PreEmier: They would get thie lesser
almnocunt,

My, HAMILTON: The hon. gentleman
knows it is not a proper thing to do. When
the drought was on, the hon. gentleman
bims=elf cuame down with a retrenchment
schemne and the Ilouze passed it. There was
something straightforward in that, but the
way this Government intend to finance the
State for the next twelve months, in order
to show a surplus, does not show statesman-
ship at =]l. There has heen a good deal of
criticiam by the hon. member for Bowen
#nd the hon. member for Murrumba about
the Labour party's policy on the land ques-
tion. They have stated that the Labour
party want to tax the farmer by means of a
land tax, and when it was pointed out that
provision was made that if a farmer pays
the land t“\ or income tax, the lesser was
deducted from the greater, we were met with
the answer that the farmers do not pay in-
come tax. All T can say 1n that they are very
lucky individuals, and they must be very
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good bookkeepers if they do mnot pay
meome tax. Then they say that the policy

of leaschoid has not heen endorsed. When
" thev say that the leasehold policy of the
Labour party has not been endorsed, or is
not popular, all T can say is that all our
pasteral lands and all our grazing farms are
held under leasehold, and we know that there
is just as much money spent on grazing
farms under leaschold tenure—with perhaps
a lease of not more than twenty years or
twenty-cight years—ag there is spent on im-
provements when the land is held as freehold.
We know very well that in the past, what
has been the ruin of many pastoralists in
Queensland has been the land hunger, and
trying to make freehold instead of spending
the mouney they had in developing the lcase-
hold portion of their holdings. ~ That land
hunger brought many of them to the wall.
We know that under the leaschold tenure,
whatever capital a man has, it can be used
in making improvements and developing the
land. Another thing is this: Why should
nor tue Stute get back in a land tax the
value that the State creates? Take a free-
hold of 20.060 acres 1EQ0 miles fromn & rail-
way: it would be worth very little without
railwar communication, but immediately the
Government huild a railway or other public
works, such as irrigation works, in close
proximity to that property, that land goes
up two or three times in value. TIs it not
right that the Government should get back
some of that uncarned increment brought
about by the expenditure of public money?
It is a principle that this party believes in.
It is a principle that this party. if ever they
get on the Treasury benches, will try and
bring about. Although provision is made in
our land laws for it, the Government have
never given the leasehold tenure a chance.
I took up the Dircetory of Lands to-day and
I find that only one piece right away out—
a useless piece of country—has been offered
te selection with the option of perpetual
lease or freehold. They never attempted to
see_whether the people would take up land
under the perpetual lease system. If the
grazing farmers in Queensland had to buy
that land as freehold for grazing farms very
few of them would have any grazing farm,
and T veature to say that not onc of them,
if ke gets a good leasehold, is anxious to
furn it into freehold.

The PREMIER: Would you advocate per-
?etual‘7 leases in connection with grazing
arsis?

Mr. HAMILTON: No, I would not, be-
cause what is a small grazing farm to-day
might be a very large portion twenty-five or
thirty years hence. The hon. member knows

the difficulty his  Government

{10 p.m.] have had in getting land avail-

able, simply because the Act of
1902 tied up the land for forty years. I
am not blaming the Government so much
as I blame the Act of 1902. T and other hon.
members pointed out the danger at that time,
and we shoewed what was likely to occur, and
it has all come tiue.

Hon. R. Pump: It saved the industry.

Mr. HAMILTON: It did not save the in-
dustry. The good seasons came immediately
afterwards. and the industry would have
been saved whether they got those leases or
not. I am not one of those who think that
vou should not give a man a fair tenure
when he is going on grazing land; but I say
that when you give a lease of forty years
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in a young country like Queensland, where
we are building our railways, you are doing
the country an injury, and I say that we did
the country an injury by passing that Act.
The Minister for Lands has said that more
Jand has been opened for selection this year
than in the previous year, and he has said
time after time in this House, last year as
well as this year, that the Government are
opening every bit of land available, Now,
I called for a return this session, and it was
printed and circulated, and if hon. members
will look at it they will find thai notice of
resumptions which were due in 1903 are only
being given at the present time. Some of
the notices have been given this year, and
some were given last year, but they have
been due, many of them, since 1903 and 1904.
And yet the demand is, and has been, such
for a grazing farm that when any land that
is any good is thrown open in the West, there
arc as many as 150 or 160 applicants for it.
The Government have had power to resume
that land, and thev have not done so.

FHon, R. Pamp: Why did not your Go-
vernizent do it?

Mr. HAMILTON: We were not the Go-
vernment. The hon. member knows that very
well. W2 had to keep a half-and-half party
in power in order to keep the hon. member
out. (Laughter.)

Hon. R. Pamr: You cut off your nose to
spite your face.

Mr. ITAMILTON: We got all we could,
We got what we never got before. We gof
universal franchise, and we got what we had
been advocating for years—old age pensions.
We could never get the Government of the
hon. member, or any other Government, to
introduce that until the Commonwealth Go-
vernment came along and were going to in-
troduce it, and then they brought it in. We
were not going to sit behind that crowd and
keep them in power without getting some-
thing in return, and, therefore, certain mea-
sures were demanded and obtained, and yet
the hon. members opposite wants to take all
the credit, just as the hon. member wants
to take all the credit for the passing of the
Workers’ Compensation Act, whereas ¢ Han-
sard”’ shows that they opposed it for all
they were worth, and tried to emasculate it.
So far as mining is concerned, an impression
has been created that the State Government
sre financing the Hampden-Cloneurry Com-
pany. 1 was under the impression that the
Government had done that in order to keep
the wheels of industry going round: but now
I find that it is the Commoanwcalth Bank.

The Prrmier: It is a joint affair.

Mr. HAMILTON : The hon. member knows
very well that the bank has been advancing
money against their orve, but we also know
very well that very few hon. members oppo-
site have even a good word to say for the
bank at all. The bank, in the present crisis,
has done a lot of good. It is keeping
about 1,000 men emploved in that district,
whereas, if you had left them to the State
Government, they would probably be out of
work altogether., We know that there are
many men on small shows to whom the Go-
vernment could have advanced money to
keep them going. But they say, ‘“No, we
will let you off the necessity of having a
miner’s right, or we will give you rations.”
I say that it would be better to ‘give them
even a very little for their ore to keep them
in work than dole out charity. This Govern-
ment are doing very little, and if they do

Mr. Hamilton.]
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not bestir themselves they are going to have
a large number of unemployed in Queens-
land. Tt is all very well for the Treasurer
to #ay that they are doing everything they
can to keep the wheels of industry going
round; it is all very well for the Treasurer
to ask the secretaries of the unions to let him
know exactly how many men are out of work.
The TreasURER: I did not do that.

Mr. HAMILTON: The suggestion was
made and the hon. member accepted it. Why
does he not try to ameliorate hese conditions ?
I know that there are 100 men unemployed in
one little town in my district alone, and it
is nearly time for the Government to bestir
themselves and do something to prevent the
unemployed from getting more numerous
than they are. If this House does its duty,
it will insist on the Government giving these
unfortunate lower paid public servants their
increases, and if further revenue is required
to keep the machine going, let them have
the courage to come down and tell the people
of the State, “ We will have to put on more
taxation,” and put it on those who ¢an bear it.

Hox. R. PHILP (Townsville): At this late
hour I will not detain the House very long,
but I want to say something about the Finan.
cial Statement. I am not going into detail
and extract millions in figures from it. As
far as I can see, it is a very decent State-
ment. It shows that last year we managed
to carry on the business of the country and
leave a small surplus. When that is done by
any Government, the Government and the
country are to be congratulated on making
both ends meet. Certainly, we have had
very good scasons. Certainly, I think that
last year, up to July, Queensland was never
more prosperous. Wages were good, work
was plentiful, and the price of land was very
good indeed. I notice that the Government
say they will try to have a surplus next year;
but there is only one side in the sheet that
they can guarantee, and that is the expendi-
ture. They can say, “We will not spend
more than a certain amount of money,” but
10 one—the wisest man eannot say what the
revenue will be. It is not possible to tell.
A number of things that have come into
operation since last July will militate against
the large revenue we had last year. I think
the Treasurer has done well to put the best
face possible on it. We believe in the
country, and the Government think it well
to believe in the country, and they have
shown their faith by saring that the country
will come out all right next year. A good
deal has been said about unemployment in
Queensland. I do not know that the Go-
vernment are to blame, or that they should
provide employment for everyhody in Queens-
tand. I understand they have about twenty
railways now under construction. I notice
that our loan expenditure for the first quar-
ter of this year was equal to the expendi-
ture of any quarter of last year. The

Government are keeping up the loan ex-

penditure in a wonderful way, and I only
hope they will be able to continue. They
have a large amount of loan monev in hand
at present, bub I question if they will be able
to maintain their present rate of expendi-
ture. But, whatever happens, I think that
Queensland will always be able to pay what-
ever money she owes and carry on success-
fully I am perfectly satisfied with the
Treasurer’s Statement., but I would warn
the hon. gentleman to be careful in regard to
expenditure. Certainly, last year he had
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to spend more than his estimate on the
railways because they were earning more
money than he anticipated. If you are getting
more goods carried on the railways, you have -
to employ more men, and surely it is worth
while spending £150,000 to earn £200,000,
and that is what the Treasurer did ;o and I
hope he will need to do the same this year.
Mr., Hamibton: Don’t you think it would
be better to finish some of the railways that
have been commenced than to begin others?

Hox. R. PHILP: There is something to
be said in favour of that. The Government
would have started the line the hon. mem-
ber has particularly in view last year, but
they had to wait until the survey was madt_a,
and then they found they could not carry it
out within the 26-mile limit fixed by the
Act. I was at Winton three or four months
ago, and I saw a large quantity of timber
and other railway material there; and I
understand that, as soon as the department
gets the rails, they will commence work.
Not even the hon. member for Gregory be-
lieves more in that railway than I do. The
line would have been started before now,
but the hon. member knows the demand there
is for railways all over Queensland, and
nobody has been satisfied. It would have
been far better to start 6 or 8 lines and
complete them and be getting some return
from them, instead of commencing about
twenty lines and having them all unfinished.
However, that has not been done. I have
heard some talk about what the Common-
wealth Bank has done. Now, I believe in a
State bank, but I think this bank was started
on a wrong basis. What the Commonwealth
Government should have done was, borrow
£5,000,000 and give it to the Commonwealth
Bank as capital. The bank has no_ capital.
It has only the money deposited in 1t by
the people of Australia. The»hon. member
for Gregory talked of the Commonwealth
Bank having come to the assisbance ‘of the
Hampden Mine, but the Queensland ‘(xo‘vern-
ment have helped the Hampden Company
more than the Commonwealth Bank has done.

Mr. Hamicron: Only in freights. ‘

Hox. R. PHILP: I think the ﬁreight§ will
come to more than the bank is likely to
advance.

Mr. HawmiroxN: The Government are not
helping any of the other mines. )

Hon. R. PHILP: They are helping the
Mount Morgan Mine, and the freights from
that mine amount to about £10,000 a monﬁh.

Mr. HamivroN: They are only helping
wealthy companies. )

How. R. PHILP: That shows how incon-
sistent the hon. member is. He blames the
Government for not helping the Hampden
Mine and commends the Commonwealth
Bank for helping the same mine. That is
neither logical nor fair.

Mr. Hayvmmron: It is more the duty of
the State Government than of the Common-
wealth Bank. ) o

Hox. R. PHILP: I do not think it is.
According to the * Insurance and Banking
Record,” the Commonwealth Bank has re-
ceived in Queensland £1,832,000. made up
principally of £271,000 deposits not bearing
nterest, £185,000 deposits bearing interest,
and £868,000 Savings Bank deposits. Per-
sonally, I would rather sce the Trecasurer
of Queensland get that Savings Bank money,
because he would spend two-thirds of it in
the State. Now, what has the Commonwealth
Bank done with the money it has reccived
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in Queensland? Its assets in this State are—
coin, £3,492; Australian notes, £12,361; Go-
vernment and municipal securities, £105.608;
notes and bills of other banks, £305,000;
balances due from other banks, £228,523; and
bills discounted, loans, and advances to cus-
tomers, and other sums due to the bank,
£58,524—making a total of £744,663. I think
any local bank would have done much better
than that. They have only collected the
savings of the people of Australia and lent
some back to them.

Mr. Lexwox: That is all that the other
banks do.

Hox. R. PHILP: Some of the other banks
have a little capital as well.

Mr. LENNON : Not one bank advances even
to the extent of its deposits.

Hox. R. PHILP: Well, the Union Bank
has a paid-up capital of £2000,000 and a
reserve fund of £2,005,510. That i1s nearly
£4.000,000 that they have to lend. The
Bank of Australasia has a paid-up capital of
£2.000,000 and a reserve fund of £2.720,168
They lend some of that money.

Mr. LennNoN : You will see that the deposits
cxeeed the advances in every easc.

Hox. R. PHILP: Not in every case. As
1 have said, the Commonwealth Bank has no
capitel. I am sorry it has not. If it had a
capital of £5,000.000, it could be made a real
help to the ])eople of Australia, becsuse we
are always wanting money in Australia. If
the Clommonwealth Bank had left the Sav-
ings Bank business alone., and hud got the
accounts of the various State Governments
end been a national bank like the Bank of
}ungl'md it would have been a real help in
time of trouble.

Mr. Lexxox: The Queensland Government
never showed any friendliness to the bank.

fox. R. PHILP: Because from the very
first the bank attacked all the States and
tried to get their Savings Bank deposits.
Even the hon. member will admit that Sav-
ings Bank money is much better in the
hands of the States, and should be spent in
1he States. Tt would have been much better
i the Commonwealth Government had bor-
rowed money to give the bank some capital

to start with, as that capital could have been’

ured to develop the various States, The cry
of the hon. member for Gregory is that the
Government should push on with railways,
but he knows that the money must be bor-
rowed from somewhere,
Mr. Forey:  Borrow,
Mr. Hasrox:
borrowing moncy.
Hox. R. PHILP: Well, the hon.
friend iz growling about *‘Borrow. boom.
and burst.”” (Laughter.) I have the greatest
sympathy for New South Wales and Western
Australia, which are in real trouble, and I
have a high regard for Mr. Holman be-
cause he is exploding so many Labour falla-
cies now. Mr. Holman does not believe in

boom. and burst.”
I am not growling about

member’s

paper money, and, in Western Australia,
Mr. Scaddan does mnot believe in paper
money; it is no_ uw to him--he wants

sovereigns, A geod deal of our Queensland
money 1is going to New South Wales and
Western Awstralia from the Commonwealth
Bank to help them in their trouble. £3(4,000
of the deposits in Queensland hss gone to
New South Wales and £300,000 to Western
Australia. T do not regret that at all. We
are helping the people in New South Wales
and Western Australia.
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Mr. LENNON:
have that spirit.

Hox. R. PHILP: We have all that spirit.
We are not narrow and provincial, like
some hon. members opposite. The Com-
monwealth Bank is no use to us in Queens-
land at all. I hope they will get more liberal
as time goes on, because we shall want
money. 1 would like to see the bank get
about £5,000,000 sterling of solid capital be-
hind it, as it will then be in a position to
help the whole of Australia. Mr. Fisher has
about £6,000,000 of gold, and if he handed
that over to the bank they would be in a
strong position. A good deal of nonsense
has been talked about selling land. It has
alwars been a plank of the party on the
opposite side that we had no right to sell
land; that money derived from land sold to
farmers should not go into revenuc. When
the hon. member for Herbert and the hon.
member for Gregory were on this side of the
House, in the first two years their Govern-
ment was in office they sold more land by
public auction than I sold in four. What is
a sin on this side is a virtue on that side.

Mr. Hadmwrox: They passed a Bill that
no wore should be sold.

Hox. R. PHILP: After they had sold so
much of 1t

M. Haymrrox: We did not know that they
were selling it.

Hox. R. PHILP: It is no use saying you
did not know, because everybody in the street
kunew it was being zold. When hon. iem-
bors opposite come over to this side, they
will do what the Government are doing now.
KXo man denounced the then Government
nmore than Mr. Kidston about selling land.
If a person was getting £52 a year he re-
duced that by 10s. a year, with the support
of the hon. member for Gregory.

My, Havrrox : I told vou we had to stand
z lot. {(Government laughter.)

Mr. Forey: You did not tell us
abolished the poll tax.

At 10.25 p.m.,
The CHAIRMAX resumed the chair.

Hox. R. PHILP: I think the tax was a
very good one; it was no hardship to any-
body.  We never sued a single person whe
was not paying the 10s., but the hon. mem-
ber for Gregory’s Govermuent issued sum-
monses all over Clermont. I remember the
Lizn. member for Clermont getting up with
righteous indignation about being sued by a
Government supported by the hon. member
for Gregory. (Government laughter.) Atone
time there were thirty-five Labour members
sitting on this side of the House supporting
that Government, and they now complain of
what they did. They are only giving their
own show away. With regard to the Sea-
forth Estate, not a smﬂle member of this
Government had anythmg to do with that
matter. I was a member of the Government
which bought that estate, and it was bought
exactly In the same way as any other estate
which was bought by the Government. We
had to go through a certain formula in buy-
ing estates. We had to gef a recommoenda-
tion from the members of the Land Bosrd.
Mr. Hume went up to report on the estate,
and the first time it came before the Cabinet
it was sent back for further information. I%
was an unfortunate purchase, but I would
ask any man who has had dealings in land
it he has not made bad purchases? I say
that, taking it all-in-all, the passing of the

Hon. R. Philp.]
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Agricultural Lands Purchase Act and the
land bought under that Act was a splendid
thing for the people of Queensland. (Hear,
hear!) The Government bought  over
£1.000.000 worth of land altogether, and a
big profit was made on the land they bought.
I think, when it comes to be worked out,
there will be less money lost on the Sea-
forth Estate than on the Jimbour Estate. In
looking up the Treasurer’s Statement, I find
that the total purchase money of the estates
bought was £1,729,000. The sales have been
£1,790.000, and the value of the land unsold
is £288,000. That is a handsome profit, but
outiide the profit it has been a splendid
thing for the railways and the people settled
on the land. Some people on the land have
not done much good, but most of the people
who bought in the Seaforth Estate have done
exceedingly well out of it. I can tell the
Government how they can get the money
back for th: Seaforth Kstate. I think, if
they spent £50,000 or £60,000 on Port Newry,
and built a railway from Port Newry to

Mackay, every shilling in connection with
the Seaforth Estate would come back to
them. The Resforth Estate is near Port

Newry, where there is a good harbour with
deep water, but the Mackay people—like the
people of Rockhampton—are afraid that if
the port is at some place away from Mackay
they will lose the trade. The Rockhampton
people were afraid of Broadmount, and they
went to Port Alma. 1 ought to apologise
for talking about these things to-night. I
think we should do something for our coun-
try, which is now at war. To my mind,
Queensland has done nothing so far. Aus-
tralia has not done much, but she has done
something. We are sending men, though
they are taking a long time to get away, and
the Commonwealth Government have sent
£100.000 to Belgium. I am very pleased

that they have done so. and I
[10.30 p.m.]say the State also ought to do

something in the same direction.
We have one-seventh of the population of
Australia, and we should send one.seventh
of the amount despatched by the Federal Go-
vernment—or. say, £15,000—to the Belgians,
(Hear, hear!) What people have done so
much for us as the Belgians are doing now ?
I think that every reasonable man and
woman in Queensland will admit that if it
had not been for the Belgians, the chances
are that the CGermans would be in Paris
to-day. What is a paltry £15,000 to us, even
if we have a deficit next year? {(Hear,
hear!) T think the Premier should tako the
consensus of opinion in this House and act
on it. and send £15000 to the Belgians to-
morrow. We are not doing enough in this
matter. Ilere we are living as if there was
no war going on. I feel ashamed sometimes
when going home at night to see so many
people coming out of the theatres and picture
shows. when their flesh and blood are fight-
ing and dying for us and our freedom, We
are also making a mistake in not offering a
premium to farmers to grow grain in Queens-
land. The people in Rurope are fighting,
and what time have they to grow crops of
grain? I see it is reported that we are not
likely to have sufficient wheat in Australia
this year for our own consumption. Well,
we can grow maize, and we can offer oppor-
tunities to people who are prepared to plant
maize to get a market for their produce.
We have not done much for farmers in times
past. and that would be doing something to
‘help them, and at the same time help those
who are fighting for freedom in the old

[Hon. R. Plilp,
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country. The maizegrowing countries of
the world are the United States, the Argen-
tine and Iiungary. What chance has Hun-
gary to grow aize this year? Is there any
possibility of grain being grown in_ Rurope
this year, when there are so many millions of
men engaged in fighting? I do not_think
so. How long the war will last God only
knows, but I think it will last a long time;
and, as a country, we have done compara-
tively nothing yet to help those engaged in
the war. We have started to send some
20,000 troops, and have been about three
months getting them away. We might send
them away much quicker by passenger ves-
sel, and get them to the old country where
they could be trained. I am sure that if
MMajor Reid, Major Tunbridge, and Major
Toll went to the war they would get thou-
sands to go with then.

Mr. Lexxox: Major Tuanbridge is going.

Hox. R. PHILP: Yes, and though he is
one of our best fighting men, he is in charge
of the ammunition, while men who have
never seen any fighting are in the fighting
force. That is wrong. I do not blame Mr.
Yisher for that, but I say that we have an
inner military ecircle, and uniess a man is
inside that he has no show. I certainly think
that we, as a people, should do more than
we are doing at the present time, that we
should send to the Belgians a seventh of what
the Commonwealth Government have sent,
and that we should encourage our farmers
to grow maize. I know there is a prejudice
against maize because in the carly days it
was given to prisoners and was called
*“hominy,” but it is a good food, and I know
that Hawkesbury natives—fine, strong fellows,
5 feet and 6 feet 2 inche: high—were fed

.on maize. end it would not hurt the people

of Queensland if they had nothing else but
maize to ecat. TParty matters should not be
discussed at the present time. We should
imitate the politicians and statesmen in the
old country, where the leader of the Govern-
ment, the leader of the Opposition, the leader
of the Irish party, and the Labour party are
joining hand in hand to fight the common
enemy. Wa should do the same thing. This
is not a time to discuss paltry matters like
We shall get through all
right. We have had worse times before than
we are likely to have now, and we got
through all right, and we will get through
again. Nobody in Queensland will starve or
want clothing, and we ought to assist men of
our own flesh and blood who are fighting to
the last breath. Only to-day we saw that
10,000 Belgians have been killed or wounded
m a fight against the Germans, and again I
say that the Government should lose no time
in sending a sum of money 1o the Belgians.
Hoxouvrapnt MEeMBERS : Iear, hear!

Mr. PAYNE (Mitchell): 1 agree with the
romarks of the hon. member for Townsville
with reference to the war. As a Dritisher
1 should be ashamed if I did not do all I
could to assist those who are engaged in the
war. The hon. member for Townsville Has sug-
gested that it is the duty of this State to
sond a sum of money to the Belgians, and I
think that if any people on the face of the
carth ever deserved our practical symnathy
and assistance it is the Belgian people—(hear,
hear )—because if it had not been for the
stand made by them we should not be in the
position we are in to-dav. As the hon.
member for Townsville said, the people of
Queensland do not seem to realise the tremen-
dous suffering and hardship created among
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the people in that part of the world where
the war is raging—among the people who
are defending the homes of the people of
Australia—and I hope that something will be
done in the direction indicated by the hon.
member. The Opposition have been accused
of not having criticised the Financial State-
ment in anything like an effective way. In
my opinion the speeches on the Government
side of the House have been chiefly devoted
to boasting about the surplus and trying to
tear the Labour platform to picces. I heard
the hon. member for Mount Morgan attempt-
ing to criticise the Labour platform. Why,
it is only a few years ago that he signed that
platform himself, and he became a member
of this House through supporting the Labour
party. There is such a thing as decent
people changing their minds, but they give
a reason for it. But the hon. member for
Mount Morgan cannot give any reason why
he changed his mind.

The TreAsURER : The Mount Morgan people
justified his conduct by reiurning him to the
House again.

Mr. PAYNE: People sign the Labour
platform and get into this House, and then
they start to criticize it. I am not ashamed
of being a Labour man, and I am not
ashamed of having signed the Labour plat-
form. I challenge anyone on the Govern-
ment side of the House to prove that there
is anything shallow or anything of an im-
possible character in the Labour platform.
All the best thinkers of the world to-day,
while they do not say so in exactly the same
words, express exactly the same meaning as
the Labour party’s platform:. I do not want
to pose as a prophet, but aiter this war is
over there will be the starting of a new era
of things altogether. The Labour party’s
platform will have an opportunity of com-
ing into operation at the conclusion of the
war that it never had in its whole existence
before. I de not mind a man having a mind
of his own, if he is against the Labour party,
but I cannot stand a twister. (Laughter.)
I cannot stand a man who sits on one side
o. the House to-day and on the other side
of the House to-morrow. The Premier him-
«elf, only a few yecars ago, in speaking at
Oxley, eulogised the Labour party. He said
that they were a respectable party, and that
they had come to stay. I do not want to
repeat what the hon. member for Paddington
said about the Secretary for Public Instruc-
tion, whe delivered some pretty severe criti-
clsms some ycars ago against the mismanage-
ment of the Liberal Government. I think
the_leader of the Opposition dealt very ably
with the surplus about which we have heard
so much. He pointed out that if it had not
been for the sale of lands—the only asset
which this State possesses—there would have
been no surplus at all, but there would have
been a deficit. We are told that every Go-
vernment «oes it, and that when the Labour
Government get on the Government benches,
they will also have to sell land. We are told
that the present Government are running
the business of this country on business lines.
While it might not be possible to run a big
State like this on strictly business lines, T
think that the present Government are a long
way off running it on business lines. There
is no compsany in the world, not even the
American meat trust, with their millions of
money, would attempt to run their business
on the same lines that the Government are
running the business of this country. If they
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did, they would go down in a very short
time. The surplus is made up by selling the
onlr asset the countrv has got. It is always
a cursc when they sell the people‘s rights
that they have to depend on for their very
existence. Tvery inan, woman, and child in
Queensland to-day depends on the land for
their existence. It stands to reason if you
allow the land to get into the hands of a
few people, then the rest of the people must,
directly or indirectly, be dependent on them
for their existence. The hon. member for
Townsvilie referred to-night to the Govern-
ment having to buy back land that was sold
only a few years ago. That shows the folly
of selling land—when we have to buy it back
again to make it available for secttlement
The value of the land is increased In price
and the pcople who enhance the value of
that land get none of the enhanced value.
I remcmber hearing the late Hon. J. T. Bell,
late Secretary for Public Lands, say that he
believed that if Quecnsland started again it
would be better not to sell one inch of land.
By a strange coincidence, T was reading up
some old * Hanzards’ and I find that his
father, the late Sir Joshua Peter Bell, said
exactly the same thing many vears before—
that if Queensland were starting again that
it would be better not to sell one inch of land.
Look what a grand thing it would be. from a
Treasury point of view, if the Government
owned the whole of the Queen street block
of land! Look at the revenue the Govern-
ment would get from it, and what it could
do with the money received from that land.
I kpow that this Government think it is a
geod thing to sell the public estate. 1 re-
member when Mr Kidston was in office that
ha passed a Bill called the Proceeds of
Crown Lands Sales Bill. It was thrown out
by the Legislatve Council on the first occa-
sion, but on the second occasion it was passed
by both Iiouses. There was some comment
at the time about the Labour party support-
ing the Bill, but T voted for it on each occa-
sion. It had nothing to do with the sale of
land at all, but only provided that all
revenue obtained from the sale of Crown
lands should go into a special fund and not
into revenue. This Government repealed
that Act, and I am sorry that they did so.
Future generations will see the great evil,
the great crime, that has been committed
by Queensland Governments in selling land.
I hope something will take place to stop
that kind of thing. Would it seem business-
like for a private company to sell a thing
to-day for £2 and in ten years’ time be com-
pelled to buy it back at £10? There is no
business in it. All this talk we hear about
it stopping the progress of the country is all
moonshine. Why, the largest industry in
this State, the pastoral industry, is carried
on under leasehold. That industry is contri-
buting some 8 per cent. of the consolidated
revenue, and I do not suppose 2 per cent. of
the pastoral holdings in Queensland are held
as frechold. In reading through the State-
ment in regard to railways one would think
that the present Government had built all
the best-paying lines in Queensland. If you
take the line from Brishane to Cunnamulla
and the line from Brisbane o Longreach you
will find they are the best-paying lines in
Oueensland, and the present Government had
nothing to do with the building of those
railways. I am not onposed to the building
of railways. hecaus?, no matter what Govern-
ment is in power, they must build railwagys if
they wish to open up the country and settle

Mr. Payne.]
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people on the land, but I believe the present
Government have not done a wise thing in
building many of the railways. I do not
wish to refer to Port Alma Railway, as there
are quite a number of other lines built by
the present Government that do not bay at
all.  The result is that the big revenue we
are getring from the railways to-day is com-
ing from railways buils by the Philp Go-
vernment. That Government showed great
wisdoms i regard to railway construction.
It was a bold scheme, but it is pleasing for
any Queenslander to know that these rail-
ways are paying. The present (Government
have rather "a blundering way in building
railways. Mention has been made of the
line from Winton to Springvale, and we are
told that_we voted against that line. T did
vote against that line, but I voted against
it on the same grounds as the hon. member
for Gregory and for another reason. That
line was passed by this House without any
plans or books of reference. and without
specifications. It was brought in in such
a haphazard way that I did not think it was
a gocd thing to pass it. I did not oppose
that railway scheme because it was not wise
to build railways in Western Queensland, but
I thought they should be built in differont
places.  We were told that money was to be
borrowed for the construction of those lines
and that it would be earmarked for that
specific purpose, vet the line from Winton
to Springvale has never been started vet.
That line will run through some of the best
grazing country in Queensland, and the whole
©of the country could be settled without cost
to the Government. Half of some of the
big holdings out there is resumable without
cost to the Government, and it is a pity the
Government did not start that line long ago
and have the country settled while we had
good seasons. No maftter what Government
is in power, it is not possible to settle people
on the land in as effective a way in dry
times as in_ good seasons. Something has
also been said about the Renard road train.
The total cost of that train amounted to
£7,824 13s. 8d.; that is, original cost £4.105;
for making roads, £2,762; working expenscs.
£957 6s. 8d. : or a total of £7,824 13s. 8., and
now it is on the scrap heap. I do not
want to blame anyone for the purchase of
that train, but there has been a mistake
somewhere, and T hope the Government will
act more wisely in the future. Then. again,
ar regards the McKeen motor-rars, 1 cannot
understand why the Government had to pay
£12.352 1Is. 11d. in excess of the contract
price for those cars. I cannot understand that
that amount could be made up of Customs
duty and the fixing of the cars together.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS : The Customs
duty alone was over £9,000.

Mr. PAYNE: There was something like
£15.000 wasted on the Renard trains and the
McKeen motor-cars,  Something has also
been said about the loans maturing in 1915,
and members on the Government side have
criticised the Opposition and asked, “ What
do you know about finance? If the Trea-
surer was managing a private business and
had this amount of money to meet, would he
have left it to within seven or eight months
before he tried to make arrangements? I
think the Government thoughf that they
would be out of office when these loans fell
due, and they were going to leave this bur-
den to the Tabour party to finance. Cer-
tainly, a good deal of land has been thrown
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open for settlement by the present Minister
for Lands, but what do we find? Take the
selections to be drawn for on the 2nd of
next month. Two bores are on one holding,
whereas if the Government had taken over
those bores they would have cleared them-
velves within seven or eight years, and they
would have made at the very least £7,000 or
£8,000 out of those borss during the twenty-
eight years’ lease. The result is that who-
ever draws those selections, they will be
dependent on the man who draws the 23,000-
acre block for their water, and if he does
not care to supply water from those bores at
a reasonable figure, it will mean, unless the
other three selectors combine and sink a
bore, you will over-capitalise those other
seiections.  And then, again, I do not think
it is a good thing to sink bores so close to-
gether. The Government will serve three
purposes by taking over these bores. They
would do a good deal so far as

[11 p.m.}] the Water Conscrvation Act is
concerned; they would make

£7,000 or £8,000 clear out of it before the
lease expired, and the people who took up
the land would be able to get on to it and
start right away. The same thing applies
to Portland Downs, which is also very fine
country. There would be no speculation in
it. You would not be throwing money away,
as might be done in connection with mining.
Every acre of the land has been tested by
private enterprise, and you could{ I claim,
cut it up into 10.000-acre blocks instead of
20,000-acre blocks, because 10,000 acres of
such land, with water, is as valuable as
20,000 acres without any water at all. You
would be serving three purposes—cutting the
place up into smaller arcas, saving the waste
of water—if there has been any waste in
the artesian area—and enable the selector to
take possession and get ahead straight away.
In conclusion, all I can see that the Govern-
ment have donc is, that they have been
selling the public estate to create a surplus;
they have been extravagant in connection
with Ministerial expenses, as referred to in
the Auditor-General’s report; they haye de-
prived the lower paid men in the public ser-
vice of their just increases, and at the; same
time given increases to the higher paid ser-

vants: and thev have lost something like
£15,000 in McKeen motor-cars and the
Renard road train. Xvervbody is saying

that it is time we were going home, and I
am going to conclude by saying that I hope
that the Treasurer will endeavour to per-
suade the Cabinet that, when ther are throw-
ing open land for secttlement, the Govern-
ment should take over the bores and supplv
water to ihe sclectors. That will provide more
settlement and make the settlers more secure.

Question put and passed.

The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN re-
portesd progress, and obtsined leave to sit
again to-morrow.

LIQUOR ACT AMENDMENT BILL—
FISH AND OYSTER BILL.
RETURNED FROM COUNCIL.

The SPEAKILR announced the rereipt of
messages from the Council, returning these
Bills with amendments, in which they re-

quested the concurrence of the Assembly.

Consideration of the messages was made
an Order of the Day for to-morrovw.

The House adjourned at five minutes past
11 o’clock.





