
 
 
 

Queensland 
 

 
 

Parliamentary Debates 
[Hansard] 

 
Legislative Assembly 

 
 

WEDNESDAY, 9 SEPTEMBER 1914 
 

 
 

Electronic reproduction of original hardcopy 
 



:814, Appointm, nts to Control [ASSEl\IBLY.] of Prices Boards. 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

WEDNESDW, 9 i:lEPTEliBEil, 1914. 

Tho SPEAKEH (lion. \V. D. Armstrong, 
Luc,;y, r) tovk the ch n· at hait-pa't 3 o'< lol'k. 

PAPERS. 

The following rap<•r''• !.,id o:1 thC' taLle, 
were ordered to be print0d :-

Rotu,·n under the :\lining· :\!achinerJ 
~ l.dYance-" Act. 

.Annual ruport nf the Conuni:5sioner of 
Public Health to 30th Juno, 1914. 

Report on tho Diamantina Hospital for 
Chronic Di·S<•a.,e,. 

QUESTIOXS. 

CONTHOL OF PRICES I3o_mD, SOcTHERN 
DIVISION. 

:Mr. HYAX (Barcoo) asked the Chief S<·c­
retarv~-

." Is he a ware t h •tt the prirxs fixed by 
the board appoint.•d for <b.tling ,,-ith tlw 
fixing vf pried:; 111 the Southe1~n div-ision 
are in many instances higher than the 
prevailing prices?" 

The PHE::\HER (Hon. D. F. Denham, 
Oxley) replied-

" I a.m infornwd that certain retailers 
are offering goods for cash at !e,s than 
the nrices fixed bv tho board which 
pric0s arc the maxilnum pricE"·• tlrat may 
be charged for ordinary household 
terms." 

COXIROL OF PRICES BOARD. XORTHERN 
DIVISION. -

Mr. FOLEY Piu•l(linyburra) asked the 
'Chief Secretary-

" 1. \Vhat are the names of the g·0ntle­
men appointed on the board in the 
Northern district under the Control of 
Trade Act? 

"2. 'What ar0 thP qualifications of 
these gentlemen to hold these positions'.'' 

The PRE::\HER replied-

" 1. See ·Government Gazette ' of 2nd 
September, 1914, No. 88. 

" 2. Knowiedge of values and of factors 
controlling cost of landing goods at 
X orthern porte_" 

APPOI~T:\1E~TS TO C'OXTROL OF 
PRICES BO\.RDS. 

::\10TIOX FOR ADJOL"RN:\IENT. 

The SPEAKER: I ha.-c to announce that 
I have recoivcd the following letter:-

" Legisb.tivc Asse1nbly, 
" Queensland. 9th SeptPmhcr, 1914. 

" The Honourable the Speaker of the 
Legislative Assembly, Queensland. 
"Doar Sir,-I beg to give notice that 

1 intend to mov<:' ihe adjournment of the 
House this cla v in order to diecuss a 
definite m<ttter "or urgont public import-

auce-IHunely, the nature o.L f'011lC of the 
appointtnonts rnade to the board of co:n­
ttol for l't'f~nlating priC'e~ nuder the Con­
t: ol of TH:hh' .Act of 1914. and the pric,,., 
~ixt db,:.· prDelainar:.on under the ~a.id Act. 

.. Your·, truly, 
"J. T. RYAN." 

::\Ir. UYAX: I lwg to move tcwt thi,: IIouse 
do now adjourn. 

Tlw SPEAKER: Is the motion supported? 

}lore than fiye nw1nbcrs having risen in 
their pluc-- ~, 

:\Ir. RYAX ,,lid: The objr·ot of my moti<m 
thi;,; a£- ·.·noou, t;ir, i"'. ro gin~ an 0!)1_.ortunity 
of debating th\j 1natter ~which is referrl•d to 
in the kttt·r which you have just read; that 
is, the natnro of ,-vnw oi the ''.il>Vointnwnt:;. 
uwde to tlw board~ of eonb~vl for re(rulatinn· 
priees under tlw Control oE T\·a·dP

0 

Act of 
1914 ancl the vriccos fixed by vroclamation 
und0r the ,,aiel Act. It rp:·,mdv be<:uno the 
duty of }J.urlianwnt to pa;,_:~ "the 1neasure 
wl1ich is referred to iu that letter, iul' ilH) 
purposP of pre'.-<~ntiug any undue risP in 
the pricP of coil11Hodities---any riMe which iti 
not ju:;tifiPcl in thP <'ircunist'l!ne<-~ in wl1icll 
1.vu are· placed. \Yhcn that HH'astu(~ was 
Lefor<· thP HouB<' I supported it. and I think 
it received the su~>l>Ort of most han. members 
in the House: but it was pointed out that a 
vcr.:: Dl'CP'""an. ntuttr:r in c"Jnnc-:tion with it 
was that <1 • compet<mt hoard should be 
appointe-d which would cur,v out the objects 
of the mc<t'Ur<'. In speaking on the matter, 
[ drPw '])('cia! attention to that :act. It will 
llf' seen fron1 -:1 rt~ff'rc'IIC'e to '' Ilansard '' of 
this , .. ,,sion, page 657, that I said-

'· In <1 crisis like the lH''">nt I think 
such a Inea~curt' is absolutely neef'·:dary, 
and I onlv trust that in its adininistra­
tion, -when~ it is pa:'~SC'cl. any appointrnents 
which mav be made und<'r it will be such 
-:ts will ,;wd with thP approval of all 
parties in politic.::., bL'cause the basit:J on 
,,-hich the Bill is found<'d is that there 
shall br, a board establislwd having 
uuthority to make inquiri0s as to the 
prices at which all the general necessaries 
of life shall be disposed of; and it is 
highly desirable that whoever constitutes 
a board shall ha V<' the confitlPncp of all 
parties in politic-; and Df t!JP general 
COllllllUllity.~' 

\Ve all know that unless a measure of this 
kind is properly adminiotered, it is prae­
tic<llb: "orsr• than usele~s- IV c on this si<le 
maintain that a boa"d of this kind is quite 
'.:-ithin the rPalm of pr,·,ctical politic.~ at any 
time. but more particularly at a time like 
thir:. Xow. '"vera! appointnwnts wore m<tdo 
to tiH' h<nds in the South. the Centre, and 
tlw Xorth. and it ,,-ill be far from mv inten­
tion to ca:-t any rE'flPction upon the l)(;rsonal 
integrity of any of the gentlemen who hav-e 
LPen appointPd to these boards, but I think 
it "\\·as neccs.-:ary in 1naking the :1ppointmenU? 
th'lt due regard should be hac! to the in­
terp"ts of the consumers, and that pcnon8 
should lH• appointed who. from their capacitv 
and environment. would lw likPiv t<J do what 
•vould be a fair deal, and wl!c-~e decision 
m;uld meet with the approval of all dasses 
in the communitv. \\'0 know that there are 
manv trad0snwn:___and I desire to sav that 
in n!y plac(' in thP Honse +.his aftpri,oon­
who arc amongRt the most honourable men 
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in the community, and I haw• no desire \vhat­
, evn to make anY reflection upon the nade'­
peoplc of queensland. It is nc~PfFlll'Y for nw 
to :ay that be~auso I know that tht•re .a~e 
1-'0Hlt" H-ho endLavour to fix on to this partv 
·1 elnrge at 1naking ~ general attack upon ~ 
part·ieular cla~s i' tht• C(>,nJnunitv '\\ ithout 
jn,'ifkation. The fact that the· Bill was 
nrcP~''!lrv-and neeC:5'~arilv it:1. tlw cons;._•nt 
of all p~rtics in the Hou~e-,ho\\-s that there 
arP sornc lH'opl,, lrho n"quire hJ han:_. their 
<L•aling:: with the public watched and rcgu­
latc·d in the prPscnt circllll.lstanC;cs. Certain 
g·,·ntlcmcn han• bi•en appoint<>d to these 
hoa•·ds. I notice that :\Ir. \\' cttson is de­
scribed as a brokPr, whose businPss7 I helie\'1_\ 
brings him rn.ainly into contact with mer­
< 1wnt.;. and w:w·:,o interest would lw likelv to 
bia~ hi1n, even uncon:_;eionRlv. in fayoul: of 
the· mordHnt imtead of the· 0onsunwr. 111-. 
Parkes and :1Ir. Thorpe haYe been appointed 
m••mbC>rs of the Townsville Board. and I 
l.clicYe that from th<'ir a·o,;ociations the\' are 
morP likely to watch and safPguard the in­
tt•n"'.ts of pe~.~on~ ,,elling than the in­
tPr, '•ts of perwns lm;~·ing. I undprstand that 
}fr. Thorpe was-if hP dor-s not. hold th<' 
11mition nmv- secrdarv of tlw Association of 
Traders and of the i-Ia,tor Butchers' Asso­
ciation. 

:Y1r. );RCHER: Don't they want to stud;.­
!Joth? 

Yl:r. RYA::'\: l'ndoubtcdly they shoulrl 
study both. and a person appointed a nwm­
lwr of such a board should ha n• no leaning 
towards the intPrests of 0ith<•r parh'. \Yhen 
you appoint a p<'rson a rnetnbf'r of a }.lPat 
Board, you would hardly appoint the see­
retary of the )laster Butchers' A;·sociation. 
as haR beE'n donP.. I b(1lic'YP, in thp ca~l' of 
:\fr. Thorpe. :'\or would you appoint :\Ir. 
Parkes, who. I believe, holds some position 
in connection with the Association of TradNs 
in the Xorth. These appointments haYc not 
nwt with t~e approyal of the public, and 
however pamful tlw duty ma~- bP, it is the 
dut~- of a public man to voice the sPntimonts 
of the public on all oceasions of this kind. 
But the main objection in this matter is to 
thP proelamation whieh has bP<'n issued 
fixing thP prices of some commodities at a 
higher rate than the goods can now be ac· 
tually obtainf'd for. I want no further <'Yi­
dencf' of that than the admission of the 
Premier this afte~noon in rE'ply to my que;;­
twn, that the prices fi H•d bv the SouthPrn 
Boa.rd are higher than the !Jriee' for >Yhidi 
{'<'l'tain goods are now obtainable. 

The PRE~IIER: For cash. 

}fr. RYA::.J: Yo", for cash, from certain 
tradesmen. Does the hon. gent!Pman sug­
gest that the prices fixed bv the board ar<~ 
priccs for sales on credit? 'f-Iow ean a mPr­
chant be compelled to ~dl his goods on credit 
at those pricP··? It is impossible. I should 
ljk<' to eall attention to some of the prir·es 
hxl'd by thf' boa.rd. I find that the \Yhol<>­
; ale price of sugar to-day is £20 15s.-that 
is, lA SUI;iar~and that tho retail selling price 
at the tune at which the board made their 
n•port on which the proelamation was subse­
quently founded was 2~d. per lb., show­
ing a profit to thc r<'ta.ilc-r of a little owr 
12 per eent, out of which he has, of course, 
to pay the expen ··CS of employees. rent, and. 
other charges incurred in the ordinar...- course 
of his businf'ss. · 

::Ylr. E. B. 0. f'ORSER: \Yhat per cent. 
does that amount to ? 

)Jr. RYAK: That is not rcJcyant to the 
c1ucstion I an1 dealing with. 

:\Jr. K B. C. CORSER: Very releyant. 

:\Ir. RYAN: Xot at all. The retail priee 
of 'ugar at the date the board madt> tlwir 
rq>ort uvon tYhich tho proclrunatiou wa:-: 
foundPd wa:; 2~d. per lb., Pncl thP board 
fb .. pd tht' rnaxi1nurn retail price at 2~d. lH'~' 
lb. That )Jut th<' priee lei. !Jl'l' lb. aboYe tlw 
ruling retail prico at the date of their report. 
which raisf'd the priee practic-.dly 23 per 
<:<•nt.. and the deduction to be ma.dP for 
the expenses of the retailer would be the 
:·,niP as whPn thP price charged ''as 2~,d. 
per lb. The tendeney will bL> for this 
n1axinnnn pri<'e to b'ceonH" the IninirHUlll 
pri,.J' i iradcrs ·will nahlraJ:v rai;~p their 
)lriec·s to the price fixed by the board. 

:\lr. E. B. C. CORSER: Oh, no. 

:\Ir. RYAX: If that is no~ so there is no 
lH'Pd for the board. \Vhat need is ther« for 
a boa.rcl \Yhich fixe'' prices higher th"m thL' 
ruling pric0s? The Act wa" l'U''L'd with tlw 
..-icnv of trying to keep prices within a rea~ 
sonal'>le limit. 

:\lr. E. B. C. CORSER: :\laximum price-s. 

:\Ir. RYAN: Tho emitroll~d price·'· 
:ur. E. B. C. CoRSER: The traLicrs will do 

a fair thing-. 

:\Ir. R\ AX: Ii is <,ignifieant that it is a 
proininent H1Pl'chant who is interjecting. 

::Ylr. E. B. C. CoRSER: He understand" the 
rnatter. 

:\Ir. RYAK: I am sp<'aking on behalf 
of the eonsmuer, and I belif've 1 am Yoieing 
the opinions of th0 Yast nnjority of th<' 
w•ople of QuePnsland in thi< matter. I 
may ~·ive a further instance: Self-raisin~ 
flour IS on(' of the items the board has cl<'ait 
with, and I notice that at thP tinw of their 
report the priC'c .cha.rged was 4~,d. pur paC'ket. 
"nd that thC' pnce fixed by the board is 5d .. 
which is a rise of 11 pN cent. 

:\Ir. ARCHER: WherP was that price-in tho 
North or in the Centre: 

:VIr. RY.\N: In the Southern division of 
the State. The proclamation has not bPPll 
made in rf'g>trd to the otlwr divisions. I 
haY<' said nothing about the CPntral Board. 

:\Ir. GR.\XT: Are you 'atisfied with them? 

}lr. RYAK: I am only refPrring to the 
proclamation issued for the South as a result 
of the report of the bonrd for that division. 
I did nutlu' :;on1c rC'mark:; about the personn(_ll 
of tllf' KorthPrn Board, but said nothin~ 
about prices in that division. The ret.ail 
price of conrlcns0d milk was 7d. pe>r tin at 
the time tho board made their r0port, and 
tlwv haYe fixed the price at 7~d. per tin, 
which means a risP of 7 per cent. 

:Mr. FmlSYTH: ThPre are difl'er<'nt brands 
of condPnsed milk. and. of course thev difl'Pr 
in price. - ' ~ 

:Mr. R.Y~\=": There arc manv iustunr ,•s in 
which this board, instead of ~reducing tho 
pricP, have rai,ed it above what was aetual!v 
aske<l by a good number of retail traders. I 
think it is to the credit of those rotailer5 that 
they were selling at a price lower than that 
fixed by the hoard. The position is that. as 
a result of tho "ar, there was a rise in tho 
price of some commoditiPs, and the board 
eome along and sav to those vendors that 
they ma'y still furth"er rise their prices, and 

Jfr. Ryan.) 
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the n~!LULd inclination cf l'ltaill'r..; will be to 
,.,; price.•. accordivdv. Thus tlw board will 
prPvn~t the objt-ct tLf tlL• nl<'~tf'.ure being· 
t'an·i,,([ out~ t"~~ & i~, that the board >l, \>ul~l 
p.n.tPct thL lJ~l_b~i:·. ~\_!_o.._:~ovt·r, upp:.r011t1:_\> 
dw L~p~ri· of thi", bc·1rd (h-<,tl~) onlY w1th n_'tall 
pri(•:• , rn,·l -h-C'" n· ' d •:1l '.dth v;llole~ulr~ 
prir Th• n .ti!u -houlcl bP protech,rl 
<-;_~--an: ·t th-_ ·Fholc,-ale ::u'--'11. otl11 1'"\'iis~~ he ;vill 
not LP t h' n ru k~.~c\p ~1is pri..:·e:; doY- n to a 
rn·up-· Eluit. TlF·~-'L•fore. l think it b tht\ 
duty cF th, h (l to i11qldt P 1nore than tht•v 
hav'· doliP inHJ tlw "\vholL·,,ale )•1-:<'--":::i. ~ 

:\ir. FoR~'i TH: They lwn• done so; they 
haY( 11 tLe quotation;; frorn the ,_,:liole:.,alo 
hou.;:,ef;. 

:\lr. RY \::\: The.- mav LJ.Ye all cb quote,· 
timL. buc th' v hould fi~ what the wholP,alu 
pric·e to tho rC~tt.Hcr ;-.h~tll be. 

:\lr. G-~.\XT: Th0 (\~-n7ral Di ;trict lh:..._rc1 
PXatuincd wh,>lL ':lale nlC'll. 

~ir. R\~ ... \ '\: Thev 1nav hav • done~ thr~ir 
duty pP:'fc•cr.ty "·f·oll i;l that· 1 · :-pe<:t: 

:\lr. For~SYTH: The hoard have dt'PC thc•ir 
duty lH ,·e, too. 

:\Ir. RYA::\: I am not mr kin·.· r•ummeut .. 
upon tl,· Coutral IloarU. l think, the boards 
~hould ;_~ll (lil{~' ·: -~i· :r :--ttPl~dou tn tllP \Yhu]e­
~,,de p1·ir0~·. and 1hat ·;-}wv ~~hculd <'Pl't~iu}v 
not fix pric(':3 aboYt~ ''·hat ai·e being paid. \YC 
flee nothi.d!?,' i11 the evidence that canu\ before 
thi' board that the retailer" asked that the 
price· ·•hould 1 rai•.-cl. but this board hcs 
rai.~ed th·· uu1xi:nnnn prieP~. and vrn< tieally 
11P:ih'd the~ n ·:ailc1 to rai;-\.' thP pric t:.;:; o· 
tht•:r ~o<h.l~. 1 l'l'' ·anl tlte .Latter :.. ol':::.~ of 
Yt'ry Uj.'gt>nt publi('- i:npurtu ll ·p~ aLd I h'--•lit•Ye 
ihat. pPllur•s. tl"' Ch:d P, "r"h"':' will '" 
\Pg~rd i~;. Ult~.l ,it i-\ intp.t·.::ati '-{Y r_H'('· .,·,ar:· 
tJl:.::.t .. P~~i'lH<.Ltcuf~ at tln,:-; curly JUIH.;,Ul;_·, 

;-.houlrl. g-iYt' nn i:~~ilH.Hiu:l cf 1vlLt thc:r fc·cl~ 
in{r ir. upon fw nutt.tcr, ::;o thnt l.·:~· Ina.v haYe 
no furtlh1 1' 1 ~ ~e in pri<'es. or ri~·.(' in nuu.:l:. , un1 
pric"-·•, a·~ has lv~eH duL-~ U;> td the 11rc ·nt. 
l noticp frcn1 au Pxanlin·ltion of the P1·<·~·· 
rPport ~ of tlw ii·quiriP~ going 011 hPfurP tht• 
bo...1rd that quc::fion aro son1Pi.in10:5 a~·ked iu 
:·mch a '"" that t~·.,- ppt···Oll" interrogated 
ure told t1lat th(''"' nc· c1 l~ot n:o-1\ P1' ~f thPY 
likr·. that perhnrs it 'Yould bw iu~.t :1~ 1:t tl 
if they did not i'~.n~-..; cr. anc1, e .. on~, '11H ;ltl:v. 
:-.orn(' of t hcn1 h::n c· rcfu· ,_,cl to all;o;\Yt-r 

quC'~ticm; .. 
::\Ir. GR.\XT: )ne tho 0 the only ihm,c 

l\Ir. HYA::\: ::\o. l rlo not want to keen 
the Ho c he sbting all of th1 'll. I hav~ 
;;:tatr'd a fp,,T, a11d I th.-~t tLerc arc rnorc 
-on tbe .~an:1e lines. 

::\lr. H.DIILTOX: If the,. ere the onl0 
om,, th y have no right to' clo it. 

:C.Ir. RY.\::\: But thcv are not the onlY 
onoB. I do not think it~ i;:; lH?·ce~sar.'~ t~1at 'r 
~honld go into the othPr~, and I haYe nn 
doubt thd there arc manv other 11on. mem­
ber' on this s;cl0 ·;,-ho •viii be ahlc to refer 
to th,~-;T: Inattprs bpforc tho dt-'bate i.:.; con­
duclecL The pric0 of meat is ou0 that I hnv<' 
no doubt will have to be d~alt with-and we 
lH•ar a gTNtt rleal about tho impossibility of 
thr' lmtclwrs making; profits. But I fm<l from 
a perusal of the price lists that in som0 cases 
there are very wid0 rliscrrpancie'. I have 
one here i'suc'd bv the Redbank Fre0zinc; 
\Vorks, as from the 7th Sf'ptcm ber instant. 
nnd I also have a booked prrcP list of a 
butcher here. Uomparin>J: them, I find that 
the Redbank Freezing Works will supply 

[11fT. Ryan. 

briskt?t vdth bone at 2~d., ,dwreas \Ye Iiud 
that the butcher's price for brisket with 
bon, is 4~rl. 

:'.lr. ARCHER: Do vou klww the diffPrcncc··' 
h2twee> the conditions of their trade? 

::\Ir. H YAK Yes, I do; but I think that 
the diffc•rcnt::e in pricP l:!! too grt•at. One is 
2~d. and the other is ~~d. Take fillet steak: 
l !mel that the Redbank prieP is nd., auCl 
tlw pric:J lwre is lld. 

:\h. }1oRGAX: \Vhy do not, the people buy 
fro:"J Hcdbank 1 

)Jr. RY"l:\: )hny )d!Op!e do bc~y from 
lceclLank. b~t I am just poin~ing- out that Rerl-
1 1.nk {'Jil ~_,uppl:; :- :)U ,vith 11101t at very nrach 
chct 1hr rates tlu:,n it is tiUpptied b~ retail 
in Hri:::--banc and the discr('lU.nL,\ i>:' too great 
to L · ac~·oun~Pd for by ,., orl::.ing c'q)i·nses. 
I quite· .,p;nreiatt· the signifi~a1w·, of tlw 
hon. llh'nlbPr for Korrnanby's interjr;:tion. 
It i~ an intt>Jli,2:ent. int.erjcetiun and I rnu~t 
H1P~.:t ir. ~\nd I 1neet it in this \1 av-that 
th,' dl·Cl't·f)<iilCY i-, too grl':-tt, and.., COilSC'­

t;uent]y thr• l nard ~hould clc tl •vith the prie<' 
in .trh a wav thu~ it will ]lp reduec>d anrl 
HlP t Fill he bron:;ht more "'ithin the rPa('h 
of the nYt:ra~ro co~Is~nn::_'r. I think thr suh­
j('Ct i~ ::1. Yl'l'Y inlj1ortant on •, one_· that ~~ 
arc hound t\) call attention to . .and one \Vhich 
1 think Pnrliamcnt i,; bound to eli ·CU i:t 
thP 'llirit in which it :i-; brourrht up. It .is 
brought up to lll'Otf.,~t the 'd!l¥Ulncr--ti.h~ 
f?,': ,.-at 1Jcd,, ()I the COUSU1l1Prs in Quccn::;lv·Hl 
--fro1n any nnjujt:ifiC'cl ri>e i 1 pric<J. I tlwrP­
fort· moY<' •· That thi,; Hoaso do ncm ad­
jourL. '~ 

Th<· l'REJ1!IEH: I do not think that tlw1·o 
i.:.. ~~nv or Lion fo,· tlu, .Hous(· '-0 .~djour11. 
That 't}L tnattc•r of the pric ·~ of fcodf: IS one 
of C:CJH .itlt'rablP public intportanct.' I at O~lC'{"' 
achnit. TlH Hill ,,•\ hich \VaS pas~Pd t.~HOU\"'.h 
tlv' ( 'luunbcr the W{'Pk b('foro last \Vas passed 
for th:· }1Hl'llOSC' of protecting the con~JU.Inin~':· 
eontn1unity. and I think the operations o0 
thP board ar_,- tnn·pli:-'h that pul'}H''··P. Front 
varion~ p:!.rtfi of thP ~tatrs yce WP.l'f' advis<1 d 
th:..ct u1ntorJna1 11ricPs y, ere lwing charged, 
u;1d it w;J.s to prevPnt any z.nch irrC'guhn 
pc'OP'<'·Jin~c thc:.t the Bill was passc-·1 thro.:gh 
th0 Chamber. To make th,o Act operatine 
anrl dfPdin•, bonds competent to dr"J with 
the que<ion hacl to be prdYidcd. It wa·i 
no 1. at ·', 11 u n•Ic~tion of politic~. Thr hon. 
nlC'InhPr. in lu;-, opening Ten1arks, said that 
ir.: hi- -nvPeh o~1 -ihp ~f'( Jnd rc•:,,din~r he urged 
" 1,at the I·Jarcl Fl10uld haY<' tlw apprm·.1! of 
all 1ruti.•:> in politif·l. It is not a e·:u"d·ion 
of politic· at ;\]!. It is a quostion of qua.li­
f':ratic,lL nn(1 the qu.,1ification~ of fhl) ll10lll­

ll0l'~ con1nri· in~ 1 a\!h board are o£ the Yf'ry 
h:~~he ~Pd tl,~, hem. Tllf'"~'nb·>r J:._t notr-·<lilPd 
n1c;r ?h~lii-:-. 1Jc f'( 1rt:~inl;v haR not in.:.pugnPd 
thPir intr~·o,Tit.~-·. IIr hafi given ur; bvo in­
stanep·. -·sug·u· and self-raising fiour. 

0PPOSITI0); :HE.,YBERS: ME>at and milk. 

The PHE:MIER: ::\Ieat and milk also. 
T)irl h• saY h: eon, tno: Be1 ·"'""· if he did. 
I "·oulcl l'Pmincl him that a gcntle>man who 
ha~ lw:_•n most a,tivr in th(' l'i'f'{'nt FC'dPrD 1 
<'1Pr·tion·· g;,n·e Pvid~nc,c ~ulCl frrid that he had 
to incr0ase th0 pric:<' of ba£'011. \Vhy 0 J3pcaUS<' 
of an ""' onomi0 factor coming in-the law of 
'nppl:v and demand. The board dPtNmin<'K 
th<' hi~hPst rn·ices that ma:v be char~Ted, and 
whilst the "Gaz0tte" says that certain prices 
may he charged. yet you can ~;o into tho 
shops that a fortnight. ago advertised cer­
tain cash price' and get the goods at 
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identically those prico,, to-daY. The maxi­
lnuin has not beco1no the 1ni'i:tinnun in this 
ease. By no nwuns. Prices are largely 
governed by co1npotition, and tho coni­
petition to-da:. is just as keen as it was a 
fortnig·ht ugo, and the board controlling 
price i:-J co111po<:J<~rl vf raen who U.l'L' £an1iliar 
with th· lanrlill[; tharges and Jirst coet·•. and 
can dcrer1nirw that such-and-such iR a· fair 
'• alue as the high<•st pril'P. And it ha·- "o b~ 
renwn1lw1;'d th,'t the bu~in("~S of the bo,1.rd i, 
to ,dcterrnirw the hi~lh-st price ut \vhich good:) 
may be• sold. Tht -c ill'<' tlw terms of the Act. 
\Yc• know f1Hite ,;ell that there is <JuitA a 
Yariety of ohops in this city. Thr·n• are 
FDine lnHnYn a~ cash ;.:;hopti, \vhose sales 
are wholly for cash. There arc othen which 
give a ''Lrtain arnount of credit; whether 
it i:.; thirty or ~i~:ty day~. I do nd. know. 
But ckrwud upoll ,;, if tlw price iixul c•re to 
hw for :--p(~t e:,_\~h, ,vhiC'h clvide11Jy hon. nH?-111-
bPrs oppoflite wisL., ~hen a coocl 1nany people 
who have been gcttmg accommodation from 
grocers could not get that accon1n1odation. 

::\Ir. BERTR.DI: Xo groeer is charging more 
than 2~d. for sugar. 

ThP PRE:\IIER: Th,'u, \\-hat harrn is 
done·: If t.h;._l hon. UHlrnlw1; ls corrc<•t and 
th<' hoard havP ii .0d tlw priC'e at 2Jd., and 
grocer:-, anl ~;till sPlling at 2~d., it onlv shows 
that groctr, are du:ding honourably." 

::Vlr. Rn.:s-: \Yhat good is a Lot>.rd in that 
case? 

Mr. Follo'YTH: It cl"pends on tho quality, 
again. 

'l'he PRE::\IIER: The board has to fix a 
111axin1um beyond which goods nla ... ,· not be 
·offprecL The complaints of pxcc 'siw iJriccs did 
not ongn1ate 1n the c1tv. I c:tnnot rE:::call 
a complaint d'Olll Bri:hane, but I had 
numerous c·ompiaints from thco far South­
west. and tlw HC'ar \',?est and also frorn tho 
Xorth, where it wa· •aid that e:draordinarv 
:ligures 'H~n· being asked. The effeet of th'O 
oj,Pration of this Act has he"n to stan such 
}Jredator.v n1oven1ents on the cornnlunity. 
::-iow, take tho question of flour, which the 
han. member did not mention, because it 
is 1:ot on the list. The board named a price 
1Yh1ch apJH!:>.rNl to me last Thursday or 
:Friday to bo very hi[;h. and I adrod them 

to look into that once more, but 
[4 p.m.] I ,;hould judge that I was quito 

wrong fro1n the price now being 
quoted down South. 'fhe idea of this board 
'"as not to put the pricPs t»t a fisuro ,vhich 
would curtail at'!Dmmodation to those who 
are needing accommodation; the hoard haye 
to takP all fac! nl", ira,o coiL;idf'ration, ::.nd :>AJ 

it i,; that. generally spo dring:, I think it will 
he found that the figurr's j,sucd liavP been 
1'is<'l,V clctf>rminpd. I han• not anv doubt 
that hac! I h0 opj:Ol'tunity. and I had not­
th~' hon. ·nc.tlbC:'' ga,y, 1110 not;, r of hiR 
Ploho:n \Yh"n I \V,\R cn:;bp:cd cl,:,,,.,..h£>rr-had 
I tho opportunity or :]wuld it preePnt itself 
again. I can r<'adilv toll thi'> Chambur 
<'xactly what led the. board to m.1ke 2Jd. 
ver lb. the price in regard to sugar~ or in 
other ('asrs citc<l to rai,~.J pricP9. In regard 
to S(:]f-rai iing flour, I think I know the 
reason at oncf'-one of the ingrcclil'nt3 put 
into tbt cnmmodit,v has ri~en grP>'tth' in 
price. The board has a; full knowledge of 
the laid-down pricE'S of goods lrmdecl from 
oversea, and th<' prices of goods raiP.Nl in 
the State or brought from the Southern 
States, and they know what is a fair price 
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tD f1x., and a.s far a·" 1ny knowledge goes­
it is ypry in1pcrfect; quite as in11Jerfeeu a~ 
that of the hon. member on matterb of 
hou.-·ehold con;nn1ption--a::; far as 1 know 
this hoard has actc>d with impartiality and 
'vith fainws~, and to attmnr>t at this .. stage 
to dictate to the board-that theY should 
ignore t\·1e evidence because of rnei·o politi­
, .. ,,j 11• ,. ·olh'c-the hon. mcmbL>r oaid the board 
is ciefec·tive because all shades of politiu; 
are not there. 

:\Ir. RYAX: I did not say that. 

Tht' PRE::\IIER : The han, member said 
that tlw [,oard, tu he satisfactory should 
IIH't't. \Yirh the apJ1l"O\"U1 of all p~rtic~ of 
politir 

:\h. Rn.x: .-\nd the general community. 

The PRE:'\HER: And the genPr.ll com­
nlnnity. l do uot kno\Y the noli tiC's of t.Iu .,0 
Yaricn"' n1mnbers. -

)h. BEHTll.m: \Y!L.lt are the politics of }ir. 
\Vat.,on': 

The PHE::\iiER: Tho qaestion was not 
raised. 

::\Ir. BE~tTE11l: \Yas he not the chairman of 
one oi }our political 1neetings? 

The PRF:J,IIER: At Olll' time. ves. (Oppo­
oition laughter.) I do not know· tho politie·' 
of the other p;:_•ntlernen. I haYe not the .._·e­
Inob ~t ide"~., and I {·Io not carf'." r..tnd I an1 
quite .-urc- thd in :\Ir. \Vatson w~ have not 
v1ly u. rnan ,vho lnlo,~::.-; hi.s busine''",-\\ hi{_h 
i-;:, the n1ost in1portant thing-- but al~o a 111a11 
who i:-:. perfectly fair and honourable and 
n:;l:ight. ThPre rPally '\VCI:S nothing to reply 
to m th<' hon. mPmbcr'.-. SJ>C<'ch. Tlw llC,;,rd 
ha·,, Hot don0 t(<Lhing- to .illPrit the n1otiou 
for ndjournm lit. The• b ;ard rcfL'rred to 
i~ ~- rhc!'!1ughl f':tp Jbln boal"l; t:1cy kno"T 
tht:\l' bu :ul( ~"'. gnfl I haY··"' no \iC'sirc th:;--:t 
the;<' o.i:culd det,·rmine o':her than fai1· 
pri<'Ps-if so, it ""~ uuhl lPad to a "''Uod 
deoJ of di··-con1fort anrl inconveniencc

0 

on 
the pa•·t {lf hous<'hohlPr.~. And ag to whole­
~alt) .. -\Ye11~ at pr£'sPnt \Vt~ r-:re onlv conc~rw.:'rd 

ith ',vhat the l'l'tailc>r asks the community to 

~h. LExxox : Is not the retail<'!' forco.cJ b .. .­
thf' wholcscdN? 

Tlw PRE::\HEH: c\s a. rule, the hvuse­
holders do not go from shop to <.hop to lind 
,,,·hat ,the price of rice or tea is. The:, go tu 
one '·ttop and buy at the price a,ke'l: but 
the retailer. when lw make·' his purcha,, ... 
wil~ go all rour:d and find out. One thing at 
a tmw: we cannot settle all issues at once. 
The first business of the board-and I think 
we a''" the fir·t State in Australia to brin" 
our price" out-thP Ji~·st thing th" board had 
to do , ... as to flpal \nth the most used com­
~nodities of tlH' consun1ing co1n1nnnity, and 
1f tlw rcta!lc:·-. lind that tho "·hokc'lcrs ar<• 
putting r:.n~v pressure~ on the ill. \Ye c.:: n then 
act. H"ving dealt with the. retailer<, ,. " 
can ~o Lack to t-he whoksalcrs and dc-d with 
them. At the present time the l1oard an• 
ml'l'cly cm:ce~ning themsdn's witi1 the rc: 
t!li_l<'r, mel thP;. a:e not fixing as their high>·· t 
pnrP the ct-.h }lrlC'"'. The hon. rnerr1lwr bv. 
a prier li .t in hi'· hand at the lli'C'Rcnt 
monwnt. prohably ;, .. ,,,wd by one of the citY 
ca-,h stores, hut he wonld not <'xnect som'O 
f'torrkccp0r ~n the snburbs '' ho givt~ a 1nonth 
or hYo months' credit, and if rrwn ha.pnt·n to 
rrf't out of employ1nont to carrv tlwm on with 
thrcc> oc four months' crcdit-'--ho would not 
expect that storekeeper to do all tho booking, 

Han. D. F. Denham.] 
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kl•Pp the aecr~uut;, run the risks, and :-.ell !.:ood;:; 
ar <"aoh prices. lt '"'"ouiu do a "lot of hat:m to 
thL• <:D1HlllUHity at the prr::c~nt tirnP if thero 
wa~ a price fix<•cl at which it Vi/US i111possiLi.e 
fu1· that storek<·Pper to St'l''" e hi~ cu:;tonwrf:i 
a11d giv~ thom the terms whieh thov have 
h·<•n a<:customod to luve. 01· if by re~son of 
unemployment to ext{>nd those term'. I shall 
inquire to-n1orrow on what oTound:-l the board 
found for 2~<1. in n'-pect 

0 

of sugar, or on 
v.-}_wt gTouncls they found 7~d. in respe0t o! 
nnlk. 

.:\Ir. THEODORE: You might aBk on >vlHtt 
grounds you appointed parti::;an 1nen. 

The PRE.:\liER: I answer that quo,tion 
at once. Th(•y ar0 not parti:mns ~ they are­
iutPlligL>nt uwe1. eminently qualified men, 
wllh whom the lion. member has very little 
affinity or alliance. 

.:\Ir. THEODORE l('hill<IIJOI 1: The Pre-
1nier has nu.u.le a Ycry' 'veak df!" ence against 
thL' charge made by the l<'adPr of the Oppo­
:,ition. The Govet·mtK'nt has absolutelv be­
trayed its trust in regard to this matter. 
The House entrusted tho Government with 
e••rtain obligations with regard to the 
llppointment of bom·ds for tho control of 
trac!P. At that time it reposed in the Go­
YPl'llnlPnt absolntt' trust, because it gaYf' 
earte blandtP w far as the appointments 
to tho board were concerned. and we 
find tlw Government has been laekin" 
in its duty 'vhen we haYe regard t~ 
the character of the men who have been 
>Up]loint<'Ll to those boards, and tho >York 
the,v han" done. After studying carl'fully the 
attttuclP tak<'n up by the members of the 
hoard in Brisham' during its three or four 
Rittings, its attitude to the witnhSPs, and the 
fjlH'·tions. t!,at .have bePn asked, I am per­
fectly mt1sliod m my mmd that at least two 
nf thosE' men have <1 distinct· bias in favour 
(Jf those who are inter(~sted in keepin(}' prices 
up. The Pr<'mier sa vs that t-he bo:rd has 
IH•<·n fixing the maxin;um price, a"nd that the 
maximum i:i not the minimum; that though 
ther haYc fixC'd the maximum prices higher 
than those current now for certain lines. 
thC'l'c is no neccssitv for the retailer to char~e 
those Jll'iceR. Common sense dict-ates to an'~;­
mw who studies the question that the re­
tailcrR will b<' compelled to <'har"'e the 
maximum prices fixod bv the board. because 
t]w whoJe5aJNS wilJ cornpeJ , the retailers to 
<'harg<> right up to the maximtlm. The 
€.•videncf' i~ ('lPar enough to an1,- con1petent 
man to arriv<' at the conclusion that the 
wholesaler will charge the fullest maximum 
price fixed by the board. and the board has 
nD justification in fixing the maximum beyond 
tl_ra.t which should be charged under· any 
C'lr<:urnstan{'(':;. 

Tho PRE)IIER: They must regard them as 
perfectly fair. 

:\h. THEODORE: ThPv regard as per­
fed!:, fair the fixing of a price for ~ugar at "~d. 
per lb. higher than >rhat it can b0 purchas.ed 
for in anv part of the State without anv 
apparent 'rr>ason, and, apparcntlv. withou't 
;).D:V inY0f'tig:ation, bec~u-:;e there ,,~as no ~vi­
dence taken on the question of sugar at anv 
>ittings of the board. I am satisfied that 
the Govl'rnment have not done tho fair thing 
to . th<' consumf'rs of Queensland by thP ap­
pomtment of these boards. Thov make it 
perfectly clcai· that their sympathies arc 
with tlw men whose business it is to k<'ep 
up prices. There are men on the Southern 
and Northern boards-and I say this advised!~· 

[Hrn. D. F. Denha.m. 

-who have all their sympathies with the 
n1C'n whose busine"',; it is to keep up prices. 
That is quite c1ear to a largE· number of 
!Woplc in Queensland to-day. :Yir. \Vatson, 
the chairman of tlw Southvrn l>oarrl, about 
,,~horn thn hon. 8f)ntlernan 'vas sp0aking just 
no>r, depends for his business upon the very 
clas' of busin(',.; people whos<' interest it is 
to keep up prices. 

The 'TREAScRER: That is utterly untrue. 

Mr. THEODORE: I sav that Mr. \\~atson 
depends for his business on those whoqe in­
terest it is to keep up prices. 

The TREAScRER: I say that is incorr<>ct. 
:Ylr. LENNOX: He is a broker. 
The PRE:IIIER: \Yell, if he is a broker, he 

kno\\ s what the values are. 

:Ylr. THEODORE: Tlw :,tatcment I make • 
is perfectly true as to his dcuendencc upon 
till' businees pcop le of Brisbane for hio own 
businE"·•s, and it ls pPrfectly unassailable. 
One of the nwmben; of the Southern board, 
in asking questions of the witnesses, made it 
verv clear as to what was the state of his 
rnirlcl regarding the question of raising prices 
or reducing prices of commodities. Ernest 
Barstow. retail butclll'r. gave evidence yf'%­
terclay or the day before, and he said he 
was a member of thl' J\.lastor Butchers' As­
Eociation. lie said in ans,ver to questions 
that an extra ld. per lb. """ put on the price 
of mPat to eny"0r the eost of booking and 
deliverv. Th0n ti•orE was a >Yitncss named 
Peter :YicKinnon, a \Vest End retail butch<>r. 
and thP chairman addrPssing him, s:.id : " In 
ordf'r to save yourself from Dunwieh, what 
steps must you' take-ga out of the business 
Dr raise the price of meat?" and the wit­
nes:; an"ver0cl '' YPs.'' The chairman by that 
very qnC>stion made it clear that his sym­
pathy was with the retailer raising prices 
because he ask0d the witness if he would 
not have to 0ither raise the price of meat 
or go out of busineqs if ho wished to save 
himself from Dunwich. That practically 
meant that in order to sav0 himself from 
insolvency lw would have to raise "lhe price 
of meat or go out of busines,, and the wit­
ll<''S answf'rl'd •· Yes." The eYidencp of the 
retail butchers goes to show t!-lat there is 
some value in the by-products which the hon. 
member for \Vid0 Bav said the other dav 
were valueless. The evidence shows that a't 
the present time they are not valueless at 
,aJl. 

Mr. BoOKER: I never said any such thin!!. 

Mr. THEODORE : It is very significant 
the way the chairman a skcd his qtwstions of 
the various witnesses. I direct m:;· remarks 
to the chairman of the SouthE'rn board. be­
cause I regard tho attitude which hE' adortod 
as being that of a man who is biassed to­
wards those men whos<' business it is to keep 
up prices. A representatiYe of the Brisbane 
Grocers' Association said that the retail 
price of kerosene was 4s. 9d. per tin. and it 
>vas being '·old at that price in th0 Brisbane 
shopC<. The chairman of the board. Mr. \V. 
P. Watson. mid that that was all right, as 
the kcrosE'ne was being" sold on credit. HP 
also said that the prices fixed bv the board 
only applied to cash sales: for booking the 
rC>tailers could charge what<"Yer they liked. 

Th<' PRE}IIER : Tlw price gazPtted is the 
highest price thev can charge. 

Mr. THEODORE: It is quit0 eyidcnt that 
the rh'lirman of the Southern Board thought 
that the retailers could charge what price 
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lh<'v liked for tb bE~iness thrv wnr book­
iw.;·. 'l'he f'hairntan of thP Loar;l i:: e\-id<>ntlY 
unth•r a IHif~_qqJrt•lwn:inn and l a1n ;;;lad t;l 
hl•ar tlw Uhici t)ccretary COlTPcting hint in 
that. If tlw n•gulaticns ar<> onlv mad<· to 
UlJlJly to pureha~-._•rs on a ut~h ba.'~i~. tlH•n it 
'vii! onlc- app):, co about 25 pc·r cent. of th<· 
l-:nt"inL-· '·· done ''"ith the grc\'t·: and ~torp~ 
kPL'}Jer:;. rrhP Chie-f Secretary ,:-:_id he wa~ 
not rorH'<'l'ned ,,bon~ anything p]~e at Jll'<'­
:'l'l_lt exePpt . tlHl pnce charged by tlw rf'~ 
hul<'r~. It 1~ kno\Yll to lllC'InbC'rs of this 
llouse that thP whole~~Ller~ haYL' inc•r0n:;pd 
tlwir [ll'iccs sill('<' tlw outbreak of hostilitic,, 
\Yhetlwr thPrP i.< any justilieation for tlw 
ilH'l'Pafes put on by the wholesalers rernains 
to be> s<>en, c,till no one doubts thttt thosp 
inerp,t:-<•s wcrP 1nad0. The flour IEillPl'~ HIUY 
bP Lfi..loted a-; :Ju c•-...:a1nple of it. \YP kllo,\· 
that the who!esaJ<.r, ha.YC increaH·d the 
p1·i<'c' of flour. 

Tlw PI:IDI1ER: The wheat-l<rmYC'rs will not 
sl'll th<•ir wheat. · 

:\lr. THEOllORE: l~nder this Bill thcv 
·should be <'ompPllod to sell their wlwat. · 

Thf> P!F:1IIEH: The· wheat if' brou,:ht from 
tlw South. 

:\Ir. THEODORE: Th" Gon•rnmPnt must 
dPal '\vith that. nuttt0r, too. \YP know that. 
tlw Dmniniun Flour ~Ii1ling Cotnpany haY<' 
got larg:P storks of flour on hand. 

:\Jr. E. H. C. CoRSEH: But theY han• <'OJl-
tra.l!t~ to <'arry out. · 

:\Ir. THEc'JDORE: That ma1 b<' ,o, but 
thP;'." are asking Inore for tlwi'r flour than 
tlwy WPre a~king in Julv. That i~ a fart 
"-hich tlw board nnl'',t take' into considPra­
tion wlwn thPy arc fixing retail prif'PS. Thev 
n1ust take into eonsideration \Yha.t thP l'L~­
tailer has to )Jay for his flour to tlw whok­
:-:all'I'. bc:cau·•,cl, if tlw '\Yhole~alPr in<TeasPs his 
pric{':-\ out of -Jll fairnes~. how Pan tlwY ar­
rivt• at a fair pricP vvhieh thp rPtail('r, rnust 
ehargP ~ Thev lntmt taln• PYPrvthin(J" into 
<'on:-~ideratior1.' The Pn.>1nier iR · onh: eon-

·enned with the rctaill'r. · 
Tlw PHE1IIER: Thew had to deal with onp 

thing first, awl that: i" tlw <'O!lSUllll'l'. He 
i~ tlw IrH)St irnportant person. 

:\Ir. THEODORE: The hon. gL"ntleman 
lm, no s~-mpathy at a.!! with tlw small n•­
tai!Pr. \'\~lwn a hard-and-fast priep is fixl'd 
for the retailer. he is squp0zed bPhv0en til<' 
upppr and rwtlwr millstone. Tlw ndlwr 
1nil1sturw i;;.: the n1a.ximun1 price he ean 
charg<' for his goods and thP upper mill­
s~-olw is the wlH~l('~~alcr. There is no protec­
twn to the rdailer at all at JH<' ,ent. Sonw 
tinH' in th<' dim and distant future'. the hon. 
lllPlnb('r has ~,tated. he will tak{• into 
<'onsideration thP pric•p,; of tlw who!< --akr. 
TlH'l'<' is no doubt that tlw GovPrmucnt ha yc 
not don<' their duty. This IIou,e, without 
auv lwsitation >vhaten•r. l'n:' bl< d the Go­
VP;'nment to su·,pend tlw Sta.nding OrdPr' 
and pa '• a Bill through all ,tages in onl' 
-da;.~ in orclPr to facilitate in evt>ry po~sihlt> 
nu1nncr th~~ carrying out of thi.~ l<•gi~lation. 
ThP IIou'l' placed in tho hand,; of tlw Go­
VPrnlllC'nt tn"lllf'ndouR powerR, ,,-hic·h would 
probably not han' bPml placed in thP hand> 
of tlw Govt'rnnlent und<.•r orU.inar"',~ eircuin­
stanrc· without some safeguard. b~1t it \Vas 
dt•Pml'd to be urgl'nt and important, and the 
11n,ve-r~ cr0 in1posed in the GoYernnwnt to 
earr,,· it out. The Government han' be­
·tra,, ,.<) the powprs imposed in them. 

Thu Pm;1IIER : X o. 

c\Ir. THEODORE: \Y" naturall~· expec­
t,,d that thc•sp b.Jard> would lw constituted 
uf J;entl<'m<'n about whom nothing could be 
.-aid from the point of fairrwss. 

ThP PRE:MIER: You cannot Ray anythiLb 
PL'l' ·about tlw boards thot haY"' been 
appoillh'd. 

Mr. TIIEODORE: I do not sav that tho•· 
arc· willingly bia;"ecl 01: conupt. but tho~· 
ha.YP g-iven pvidence that thPy arp biaf,<:,Pd in 
a ('Prtain direC'tion. Thf' c hairn1an of t.he 
board iR bia::-Red. as he sho,vr~d by the quPs­
tions which he a ·~.::ed of the '' itrulsf-.es. IIe 
giv<>~ manifestations of his sympathy by his 
quc··1tions to th<~ witnesses J1efore they give 
thPir ,,,-idenc·c. This man, whdh<'r con­
~cion:;:;ly or nn<'on:;:-,eiously, Pntirely prejudged 
tlw ca•<'. He prPjudgPd ilw whole issue "" 
far a.s the prices of UH'at arP <·onrerncd. 
\Yith regard to the ;'\onlwrn Boart!. I can 
sav of at lPast bvo of thL' nlPrnb('l':"'. :\Ie~~n ... 
Tliorpe' and Parkes. that tlw:· arp likPly to 
L<' hi 1S'•••d in fa .-our of people "-hose busi­
ne·.,:; it is to keep up pricP·"·. I Inake a pre­
diction that ·,dwn the liet of prices io pub­
lished for the Northern di.-ision, it will bu 
an inf'l'llase on thn pricP··; which arL' at pre­
sent chargP<l in TownHille. 

::\Ir. K B. C. CORSER: You are prejudging 
thPlll. 

)Jr. THEODORE: I !mow those two nwn. 
aud I ha.-e no confidt·ncc in tl1Pm wluttcn'r. 
I think tho GoYornment deRc~rvp the sevun~::-.t 
criti<'isnl for appointing those two 1nen. 
\Yhich of th<' three Xorthcrn ml'n rl'prc•sent 
the· interests of the <·onsuml'r: 

The l'RE~IIER: All three of thl'm. 

:\lr. THEODORE: \V0ll. om· is a rcpre­
;-;pntative oi th" ~la;;;ter Trador;-3' A:~sociation, 
<,(J hov1- { un he h<.l a rcpresontativp of the con­
:;tnners? 

Til<' PRE~IIER: \Vho is that? 

:VIr. THEODORE : :\Jr. Thorpe-. He re­
presents the Tra;dcrs' Association. 

The PREMIER: I did not know that. 

:\Ir. THEODORE: The hon. gentleman 
should have known that before he appointed 
him to the boa.rd. He has been a repre­
·entatin' of the ::i-Ia•,ter Traders' ABsociation 
in Townsville for some timP, or of the Mer­
chants' _'\.,sociation. And the hon. member 
<'X]J<'cts a gentleman like that to be able to 
tak0 an impartial view of the question of 
price,, for foodstuffs. 

The PRE>IIEH: He would know whn.t the 
rC'al value,_; \verc. 

::\Ir. THEODORE: I a,dmit he "·ould know 
all aLout that part of the businco.'. hut that 
iJ not tlw only qualification that is necessary. 

Till' PREMIER: It is a Y<'ry important quali­
fication. 

:\lr. THEODORE: Tlwre ar<' a lot of 
otht'r qualifications that <ll'<' necl'ssary. I am 
not saving that the thrcP members of the 
Sonthp;·n Board do not know a lot about the 
husine,~,~ of fixing priee~. 

The PRE1riER: That is the main issue. 
J\1r. THEODORE: That is not the main 

i~suc. I ~~av tho main issue is getting rnon 
>diD must b.e fair. If von selPct men whose 
intPres+s it is to keep,uj; pric!'s, you will han;. 
rn~n '\".·ho cannot be imp{lrtial in .a mattc"r of 
this sort. 

:\Jr. KES~ELL: Di·d you ever hear of such 
:)..· thing as an honeqt man? 

:\Ir. THEODORE : I have not lately heard 
of one coming from Port Curtis. This is a. 

Mr. Theodore.'. 
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n1atter that nn1st llL'<'C~ )arily haxp bef'u 
br<mght up. curly. It 1S no use allo'' ing the 
evil. to col!tnrut'~ t~nd aitor,;r, ardti cornplarning. 
It rs qtntt· obviOUti t.'> large utu:nbcrs of 
people that the boards <J.:·e not doing \Vhat 
thPy \'.ere Pxpeetcd tu ·do. They al'e . not. 
regulating price') and fixing thern on a. fair 
plane, aEd they un~ ·:ls.~:'.3ting those whose 
llltt•re·t:i it i~ to iucn•asC' pricP·.::. There cau 
l>L' no ju:-3ti~lration for fixin.s ~~raxirnurn pric:~:, 

'wbich are hi~]:lH•r thuu tho prire:-; now 
clw.rg't•d. Tlw bo-nd shoultl h,lYe conductt·d 
its proct•edin.·:~ openly .. .,-, that the imblic 
-would know {•xactly \\ hy p:·ice·3 were being 
ln{'rt a~L·Ll-1:-hy. lor· ins~dnn;-, the price of 
sugar Y\'tlS fix!·d at, -ld. per lb. a~JOVe the 
price') no\\. •harged. ThPrP is a \Yholo li,,t of 
articll\-.--t.icc. ht-.rky, :-;ultanas, self-raising 
Hour, kPro~t:'llP, 1nilk, and oatnH•al, and u 
nu1ulwr r ;· otlwr-,, which can he purcha<jpd in 
the ci:~· to-day for kss than th,, price•, fixed 
hy tlw board. 

:\Jr. E. B. C. COR',ER: On ''·hat tern> 
Mr. THEODORE : They can l.e purohac d 

at any o- the :'h()p~. 

:\lr. E. B. C. COR3ER: The'"' are the rclail 
prir·p::; for cash. 

:\Ir. KE:< 'ELL: Do 'ou thiuk thP retailers 
·will .all rfti~l' t 11ci:.: pr-i'"'es? 

:\Ir. THEODORE: I ,;av that \vill be the 
na.tural hntk~K'::. I·1:::now that \V}wn a. wug0s 
board fixe·· a ll1111IllH'!ll --.;age that n1i11inuuu 
-wage l ~·LOIW·-..; the Hlaxin1Ulll in tho industry, 
aud if an e111ployPr is oa:. ing nwre he at once 
COilll ~ h,ck to tl,at Inini1nun1, and it bcconH's 
the ruli111t \\<H.rP .• Just :--o \Vill tlw maxinluln 
pricl fixed I;J.· tlw h1ard hav<' a. tendency 
to h·co''''' tlll' ruling prices. Tlw Gon•rn­
nwnt an• <I~''\_'lTing of the ;'PYt'rc :-;t. ce::Furr: 
for thc:r \\'ant of \· isdo-r1-I put it as 1nildlv 
.. 1s lHl,·si:'l<'-111 not scPing tlult thP 1nC'n the~7 

a:)painted to thP~P ho·:lrds r.Tc~r\' nwn al1ou"t 
lYholll ncd1ing could lw said fron1 the point 
of YiPw (.'j_ p d'tiality, and for not seeing th.at 
thPv \VC'rt' ll!Pll who would c·on:;:idc~r th{' in­
tf'~~·~t~ o: t1w hnYers as \Yell a:-; tlw intt.'rPst~ 
of the s<•lln'. 'That ;, the i"'·Ul' that I han· 
~.t:ith the Go,~<•rrunent J.t the:. prc•sc·nt ti1ne. 
ThP <L<Hlt<' ill po cihly ,,,n·vr· a' '•Ollie 'Jrt 
c: .u:nidP to .th(' lloarcl:; for thr~ futnrP, but 
tlw- grPat<'~r .PYil i:; tha~ the boards arc so 
<'on~titntec1 that thc•y cl.n!lot po;..~ihly bP fair. 

:\Ir. FORSYTH (Jlurrumba): The qwceh 
c1z•lin•rcd b.'· the bon. m<:>mbcr who has just 
~at down is just likn hi1n-one of those 
violent "JlCechc' we cxpPct to get from him 
in this Honse'. He hac; statpd thd thtl wholc­
"ale house·· will fore" the retail houRes to 
f'har'{" the full pric<'s fixl'd by the boarcl. 
\Yell, l gi 10 th<' liP dired to that statement 
bec~use, in spite of all the han. member ha .. 
said. tht' bo:crd has alrN>dv h<>cn round till' 
who!Psalc house, get.ting ihcir pric,'s both 
lwforP and Rincc thP \Yar began, so that 
c•Yicknth they arc doing thoir business. If 
thP han. member knE'w anvthing at all 
about .,,:holcsalP btFince..... he" would knc w 
how little profit tbere is in conn<>ction with 
it. He also talked about sPlf-raisin."-' flour. 
\Yh.'·· ~·ou can buy half a dozen different 
brands of self-raising flour. all of tl1Pm at. 
different prices. As I "aid when the Bill 
was going through the House, you cannot. 
say 'What the prirc of any article will lw 
unless vou know the brand 'lnd the qualitv. 
The question of the priee of kProsenc has 
also been referred to. \Yell, we know thnt 
kerosene is prartically ..all supplied by one 
company, and they ha.ve raised the price 
sinco the war. commenced. I could quote 

[Mr. TheodoTe. 

twenh' diffl'n'nt lines in en"ry-clay u··c of 
which tlll're an• half a. dozt•n <hfl'crcnt quali-
1il':::, and it i~ ab:::olutely usph_.:-;:-:; argu1ng that 
the vriC'e& han~ LL'L'Il rai::~ed unle,-,,:-: you say 
what brand you are ref.?rrin;,· to. If you 
:-~tate tht• brand, then therP is "{nnething to 
go ll!JOL; but when ;:ou ~,.rnply quote :self­
ral'jng Hour or picl ... le:::, unll':-s you quote 
the particnlar bnmd. it is onh- a. \\'aste of 
hrPntL. 1\, t'UV t.hat the \dH)Ic:"?ale hoUH.:'.:' 

will fcH'Cl' tlH1 l:etailf'r.:; to ·)('ll at dH~ lJl'iCP:-> 
iixPtl bv th board is to makt• a statement 
that bh~uhl be unworthv of anv uH <11ber of 
this IlonsP. I know \vhat r· am talking· 
about, and the hon. llH'niLwr for Chill1l/;o~' 
doL'ti not. I haYo hL'Pn a 'n'holesale Hler..__hant 
for the la:'t thirty years, and I say wt~ 
haYe not raist:l our llrict';,, nnd ePrt:;.iu 
things we al'!1 ,plling for a gr~od dPal l{"'.,. 
to-dav. \\',, han' bepn told that flonr \Ya·" 

raise;! £2 lOs. pPr ton. That is '0, but thb 
Khole :tle hou,·es forced the mill< , .s to rc'· 
<lncL' their 1>rict'. "\nd what has bctn the 
rot: :.•qnPI.:.CP ~ '\Yhy, nt thi:-; YL r~~ 1uinutP 1 '. ~· 
have got order·· in our books for hundre''' 
uf tons of flour fronl Sydnn>T· \Ye can gPt 
a bPtt('l' 1 1rice for flour in S:. chu}y than '-~'<" 
ec,n gvt hPrl'. \Yhat. doC's tho ho11. mmnhl· 
for Chillagon think cf th.ot: \Yo do not 
r-row c>noup:h whPat in QnPc•ns1and for onr 
<J\'\'ll <'OU~Ulnntion, bnt thPrc' is :-<nC'h a dP­
lnand for Ac~nr in th<' Sonth that thev an" 
ac-tually n::ing to buy it ho re. · 

2\Ir. RL\X: \Yhom do yon blame for put· 
t.ing up th<' price of fionr to £1.2 lOs.? 

)lr. FORSYTH: You cannot blamo the 
nwrchant. 

.Mr. HY.\X: \Yhom do :.on blame? 

C\.!r. FOHSYTH: I mJ>JlO·<' tho mil !tor i' 
to hi amP; but I am ]ll'l;par<'cl to sell !lour 
for £1(J 1C .. a tcm to-dav. l b,•lim-e that 
t'Yi'l'~ whoh};;:alc hon~o is~ doing its best :;o 
dow:n SlH<·ulators anJ to k<'·'n their g·ood-:. 
for th<~lr own c·nstoinPr::, a~, -\e:p arc Aoillg. 
ThP pric·c\.; flxl'd b:.~ th(' board [J ''8 ·"11nply 
Inaxinnnn vrit·P~. '\Yh·_•n the Bill was ~l):il~' 
through I ·»tlicl that it \\.ould Pet as a ck>c'f­
rcnt to lll'<'"' cnt an~ dnc trying to n1a!..:<~ 
nlOilPY ont of the difficultiPs we are in ~ t 
thP l)r~,·-f'nt ~irnP. ,"nd frcnn that point. of 
view it i" a vPr.\ r-ood thing indePd. 'fhP 
j,.,.Jcr of tlw Onpc, ition talkt'd about bri:·:«•r 
of hepf. Does -tlw hon. member know ny­
thing at all cbont bri.-k<•t of bed~ Dot'' 
h(} know that t1H~re are hnndrPdR of ioL · 
]u~rP t~1at arc lH'acncalh~ uns~dPublc at. tlw­
pn•c;pnt mon1Pnt? l_n the last thr<'e clays l 
h>cYP """ll 100 tons of brisket of !Jpcf tLlt 
the mvnPr" coulcl not sol!. Does dw he 11. 

member know th ... t' It. io ''' 
[4.30 p.m.l good any m0at :on cau buy. 

anrl I :-.honld !JC> YC'i',Y glad in 
usc it mvself. It is bPautifnl bPd, ancl vcm 
can buv~ it for a 1110-rc nittanec, for tln1 

~in1plP i·>af'on that thn p(·o!Jlc cannot ('XpOl t 
it, npither can thP Conunonwealth Go\'C'l':1-
mc>nt pxnort it, and therp aro hunclrorl' cf 
tons lyi1!g here now. \Yhat WP shoulr.~ d'l 
i,; to give that lwcf to th0 people no . 
Ld tlw !on! bntrhcr.- sol! it, so that r h' 

pconlo c~n ha'·" it at a low pricP. 
11r. FOLEY: \Vhv clon't the Gon'l'Jllll('llt 

open a shop and spll it? 

2.1r. FORSYTH: The Gowromnnt c .1 nrwt 
do that unlo,;" they have ]lO\\'f'l' to sell it. 
If- \Y0 could gPt. the Coininon\\C'nlth (-!-n;·ern­
mPnt to allow them to sell it lonilv. it '·"'"uid 
bf' a g-ood thing. Somo of th:J l1 nl. lHPn•hf·r_, 
opposite who are so fond of talking should 
go clmvn to the mcatworks al'Oll'ld Bl·i -bane 
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nnzl '·0C' the cnormou' quantity of bri"ket bed 
-,hundreds of ton,;-,vhich thPy < anlL·lt ,. •ll. 

:\ir. Fl!lELLY: \Yhv don't the• Common­
\Y('tdt.!l authoritiP-- on\:t. to ·"·t)ll it-: 

:\Ir. FORSYTH: Becan"' the lmpr ri1.! 
GoY('l'lllll01lt ,,,ill not haYP it. 'That -i_:-; thl'· hr_•( f 
which has noduk' in it. \Yc all ''lll\Y that 
it is ju.~t a~ good bepf as any that you eau 
Q,'(_>t. 

· :\Ir. HARDACRE: There i" no prohibithn to 
>Piling it lo<·ally. 

cd.r. FOl{NYTH: If that is so. :hat j, ilw 
b d thP pPople ohou]d buy. Tlw lml<'hPr>' 
.hould buy it and oell it C'lwaply to tiw ]ll'<']ll<'. 

:\lr. THEODORE: You "auld lun·e to pav 
4~d. a !b. · 

::\Ir. FOHSYTH: You "auld not ha•,p to 
pa,- 4~d. a lb. I think von nulcl buv 1CQ 
tmi • to-morrow d 2~d. a lb. I think 1 'could 
~r,u;trantPP to get l(;J tons of that ~plPudid 
IHC'f at 2~d. a lb. 

:\h. FIIIELLl: Yon moan rejPC'tNl b<d. 
~ir. FOR.~~~TH: I rnt•an rcjl·( tt•d in th]., 

"·''llf>P: that the ll01:nP GoYC'l'\llllt'lil will nut 
t·dw bepf with nodull'' in it. .\,; a :,wtt • ,. of 
fad. cable· h:; ,.,, lwPH ·Pnt to Lm tlon to tl'V 
und g-Pt thC' linpc-rial Uon•r1nneut ~t> c.!h_."L 
tlut. lw·'f to lw >·Pnt lhlliH' for 1l1P truon: It 
i;-; chc-ap and g-ood. ~ 

:\ir. FmcLLY: It i. r<'jrd<'d by tlw vl'tl'ri­
; ary nrirPol~"-

::\Ir. FOHSY'l'll: lt io ohjPe!Jd to bccan-.e 
it ha.; r~·ot nodul(·~ in it. 

}:r. BOOKER: PrPjudicP r 
~.rr. FORFYTII: Ye,, pur<' Jll'Pjndi<·<'. A,; 

tt, tlw pri<'P of provi::;ion:-:. I could quote 
t n•nh difTl'r<'n' lim•·· \•·hid1 hn · P lwPn raioP<l 
lat •h: \YhPn a rPtailer or a \Vhol< ··alP mcr­
dnnc~, b,,s to pay a higher priG(• lw C'U!illot 

.:di'ord to :-;p]l c;t tlH_' old pric,~. P~PZ'eiallv iu 
thc- LtSP of in1ported gqoJ~. aud ~·ou l'~l.ln1ot 
lmy irnported gooch: at tlu' Hanl" 1n·i<·P. Look 
nt the price of crPaln of tartar! Bcr<ll'e tlH· 
wur it was 10~<1. or lld. a lb. : to-day vou 
f'Hll St'll as IllU<'h a-.. PYPr "~:ou likP at half-a­
(_·rcwn a lb. Yon t .nnot. gP't it; thl'!'P an' only 
a fl'W t~nl:~ altogPthPr. I bPliPY<', iu Hrr:-\barw. 
The whok .dt ro tPII Ill<' that <" t'l'Y cLv thue 
arP 111Pn uorniu:~· in off0ring :hP:u llalf-t~-errr 11 
<~ lb. for c•rf'al,! of tart:1r, wh~t'h, undl'r c· 'li­
narv condiric-;~.;. 'voul<l b(• "Pllin~)' lC! 1.d. ur 
llrf a !h. \Ye om·"·ln•,; •·oul<l makt' a -lot of 
rllOllf'Y· but"'(' arf' not doin;:..; it. \'\~(' hr>liP,"l' 
i11 tht• prineip1f\ ef not PnC'ouew:;ing tH cnf;~, 
t;un. hut :~in1ply ;;;upplyiLg olct cu:~t,.HllPr~ and 
k. :•piug our ;-;bJek ~u l<Jng ;u we ('a:n. As to 
111ilk. von < ,Jnl~._1 ln.r, H J diffl'l'Pl~t brands of 
1nilk. · Evt'll bPf(':'t•' tlw wa1· c unp into naP~­
tio~l flt. all you c-ould g'('t c_~ quotation' fo1 
lot~ of tliiiPn'llt brand fn)ln ...-'r~icturia and 
fl'U211 OYCI'St>a. and all diffPl'{'ll'' priC'"~. rrlwn', 
i-... uo ll'·P iu qnot!n?· a ~.h:ing- ur11c ... :-, von 
~ IW~·if\ what t lw br,tnd i~; thPn yon :.~'iH 
lwYt' ... n·· !(•thing· t<' :: OIL If tlll' bP·1..rd "'vill 
i ~·y Hlltl iix th~ .. pri~c"' qf .~;oorl~ •.1 that , c·~~ 
cmuwt 0.-..:r,•Ptl a ('<'I\ -tin '\ll1onnt. "\Y:.i(·h. ''lltlt•r 
o-; dl1wrv < rn_rlition . 1.\·onh1 hP n f·1?l· '"''1';~ i+ 
.. ill '·"'~'t the ca,c. I think myself that the 
CuvPl':llnPnt arP (loing all ilw., th~'Y <'all lil 
tl1i:-. partieular rnattPr. TlH'l't' t~l'P at. tlw 
lll'<':-'of'lit til:tP fiftC'('ll (P' tYYPHty b:>nt Oil thP 
WHY hen• Yrith g'l)f)(b "·hiC'h '"i>,"p "\VU1lt. r:rlH'l'P 

}:-; ~1!·.,:) a lot, of :;:tuff in :\Iclhunr_w \Yhi" h ·,. f' 

('UllEot .~:Pt. 0~1 J,'LO<lf; "'hich ""~.Y-::. · 011 th·~ 
"\Yav hPrt' hen v;;ar v:a~ d' lan'ol lnf'r'""'h 'l~;-, 
ha;l to p:1y a w::r iw-.ur-,neP of 10 pPr · .:-nt.. 
nnd fron1 that fact alon(' von (•auno H.'H 
good:-. at th0 ~anH~ price n~ thPy wPrP , .. ::or«> 
·tlw war. 

::\Ir. llrXTF.R: Did thev not h<tH' to llli•ure 
tlH'ir good:; bdor<' th" "1\:ar i'tar:c•d: 

Mr. FOHSYTH : y,,.,: but that, was onh­
an ordinarv in·'-'urancP. · It 'va~ not a -wal~ 
risk, but tho moment the wu.r started you 
had to pay tho war risk. \Ye had ours0lvPs 
to IJa.y very large arnounts, and I kn<nv lot;; 
of nurchant', in Bri>hanc who. rather than 
run the ridr of losing .:;tack, paid an insur­
ancE' of 10 !J'"' cent. on the v:lluc of their 
good,,, so they cannot sell those ;;,lOds at the 
,,,nme pric:• as th<'y did before the war. 'lYe 
kllo'v the insurance is rl•ducecl now. ..:\ littlo 
while ago it was reduced to 5 per cent., and 
I lwlieve it is po,.,ibk to in·,urc as low as 
2 or 3 per cp·1t. How can e fix tlw pricll 
of goods arriving in Brisbane to-day owing 
fo those condition>·'! I. .. ct 1ne givP an illus­
tration. I know oae house which paid a 
·"'·ar risk of 10 lH'r cent .. "\vhile v:e, at the 
:-am tinw. through artothcr company, wE're 
able to anango for a war risk of 6 per 0ent. 
'The frPight and insurancP must be added to 
th< cost of the article. Ratu varc from day 
to day, and '"o do fr<'ights. 'There is ':Il 
cnor1nous nun1ber of peopl(~ ont of "-rork Ill 

Europe. '\Ve used to get a lot of products 
here frotu Franer,_ G(lrlnany. and Belgiun1, 
and that trade is stopped now. \Vh<>n you 
do p:<'t tlw stuff. you may h:<vo to pay a high 
im,umnce ratt·. I hclieYc nn·plf that tlw 
llH;Jnbers of tlH· board vrc- pprfpctly honest 
and strai,,htforwar:l. \Vhat object em any 
of thc'Se nwn han' to be bia c~cd. as tlw deputy 
kadPr of the Oppo·c,ition Ret} c>? I an'; '\U­
prl"' :d at a rnan of thr. ho"'1. 1nen1ht>r s In~ 
tPllip:<'m·e r;,ising such a <]nestion. I think 
the boarrl i,, doing; w<'IL A great manv of 
the articlns manufactnrPd in Australia have 
not lll•en raic•cd 1<1.. but thor<' is an l'nor­
tnous arnount of itnportf•d stuff-the-re are 
allOnt £14.000.000 worth imported in a yPar 
-,and it i" the imported artie!~> which is 
rising in price. not so much the l~waL . I 
think that --o lonr: as th" JWoplP m Bns­
hanP do not pay a higher price thC~!l the 
priCC'S f;xmJ by the board-and that 1' tJH' 
llH~xin1un1 prier• to hP charg0d for any 
q11vlity-t.hcy havP not a grPat d( al to coin­
plain of. 

Au ()pp(lSJTJoX J\1E}!llFR: If tlw Tdailers 
ll'lt tht• lJrice un again. 'vill the board haYn 
to hit ag-ain? 

Mr. FOHSYTil: Most dPcir1P<i1<". Yon 
will fmd that th:' hoard can raise the pr!cPs 
f»c!n tinw to time. Thc'rdoTP, if th{' pnces 
ri~P. tb -v C'lll r,d.;;c thP flx0d pricr·s: t1H"Y 
('f11l c•y ·n' dr 1l '~ Hh goorlc; ::.,ot lnPntioned in 
that list aml f1x the pricPs of tho>n. if ncces-

urv. :\h imprc---ion is that ,-.-e shdl haH' 
to 'raisP thP pri "'f'"' of f:OllH~ of the goods to 
,·rrivc·. tlwir cost will lw more than was 
naid for tlwtn [lTPvimd:v. Tlw hoar~ ho_,-p 
tn fln•l out tht: cor,t of articl<'s co1n1ng 1n. 
.md tl'Pll fix th pricl'e at ' hich tlwy cball 
j,. sold w< nwn cannot be exrwctr·d to splJ 
Pnrl<>r ~n t pri<·P. \Yh~t wo "-ant is a hir 
r]nn I in tllC matte, .. vnrl I think the bo~rcl 
,,.ill ,1,,. dl in thut rP··')(.ct: tlw <:f;;lOl!lt­
!C nt of thP l10ard \\·111 pl~ovP a Yf'l'Y strong­
de~ ~·ITf•nt against unduly hip:h price~. 

Lieu'.-Colm>l'l H.\'!'\E!X (P, IT/.>): I h~cp 
1ift('lll·f1 P011:,,.,.-.-hnt at+P;•tiYr->· t') th~' dr-hnh~ 
tq fi-:1d out haf i..-, il10 Jl1'~t·Pr of •• '1l-t: nt 
111h~if' irnnot!- ,!H'P" th,·.t h:-~ ...,...y,.(\:1 ,.l: ;' t'1 

thi-.: d-i~-·u·-.:.icn en th£' 1notion fo:::· tl, .. _ ad­
ipqr:rmf'nt of tlv· fi>·'·-.p. ~lrl I --.mfc•:;:, th:~t 
I hn"'.~t> h1•r·:1 lP1fl1~1,. 'i·O (l;flf'"YPr fro -q the a1'­

p·ninf'nt of the k-adf'r nf th(' Opno~1~-ion, nr 
tlu:t of hi3 depnt> thP !"P!lf.:)n ',\·h~v tht• 
1110tio11 ha:;: lw~·H· 1nndf'. It ~f'P1ll·"\ to Ini~ that 

Lieut .-Colonel Rankin.~ 
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the matt('!" has r<>soh·ed itself into an 
a.cademic debate regarding tllP personnel of 
boards appointed by the Gov0rnmcnt. Xo­
thing has bcl'll adnmeed by members oppo­
,;itc to lL>ad us to believe that a wrong has 
DC('ll done to the public by the appointments 
madp by the GovC'rnment, and ced:tinly 
nothing has been brought forward to 5 uFtify 
the al!Pgations ma.de by members that those 
gcntlenwn an• unworthy of the confidence 

,tlw GoYernmPnt has placed in them. But 
the discussion "·hich has taken place has 
been valuable as showing the impracticability 
of one of the most important planb of tlw 
Laham· platform, a.nd that is. the iixing of 
pri(•ps by Parlianwnt. Could anything bp 
more lamentabk than to haYc listened to tho 
learned lPadl'l' of the Oppo,;ition, with a pric<' 
li,;t in eaeh hand, telling us how onp store· 
kP(']JL'r wvs att0mpting to rob tho public. and 
how a.nothl'r storeh•(')JPr was giving tlw 
pnbli(• a n10r<' honp~c dPal; \Ve arp a lc':?;i"'la­
tiYP ('hambc•r a.ppointPd for the puqJO;;c of 
goyerning and deYcloping the count1:y, 
and 1,-;,·p nrp ::uk0d to 1-'toop to thC' }J<'tt:_;-·­
fog'iing- job of <.ayi"g what shall bo the pri( n 
of suga1·. or tea, or. per1Iaps, nwat. It is 
on0 of the' n1ost sta.rtlin ~ and dantnatory 
<'Onlnwntari<'~ that can lw llrule on thP }Joli< > 
of the Labour }ltnty. so far a~ it relate:-; to 
the fixing of pri: ;•,; b:: Pal'!iaml'nt. On th.• 
first O<''·"'ion in thP histol·~· of l/nP<'nolaml 
"\Ylwn an attenlpt .i"' 1nadc 1HHl(·r :'ln1onn~d 
condition., which obtain throughout the'' oriel. 
to 1nakP a tt'liPIOrar- u~·::- of orw of th('ir 
nlankf", it fails. lan1Pntahl~. and hc1·p we' 
h~s·- P tlll' }padPr of tlw (}l~llOf'ition and hi~; 
l~'t.;ion rn~hing into thP Ch.un:wr illllllt'diatp}y 
th<' fir ... t Jll'O('lanw_tion iR is,,llC'd and the firr.t 
pricl'·list i:;; pnt bdorP tlw public. conc!<nm­
ing and een~ur:ing it for all thPy an~ "·orth. 
\Yhv ·: ~ll•rp}y 1J,}e:1-U tlll'\" f'('dll to diffur 
frorl1 the Gov:-rrunput n.:;; to· tlw JH__'l'SOl!llt'l <A 
the board which ha, lwPn appointed. :\[a!J:v 
of us recognise the great difficulty that hP~"' 
thi,- boarcl "'hen it wa" fi1·st appointed. antl 
111ost of us rPcognise the fa<~t, ·which :is 
nn:•nn ·(·ior:; · l v or <'~>Il~('iou-.h· lo·.t :-<i~;:"ht of. 
tha·· the• f1lnction of tht· 'board \\- ~. not 
to dPt('tllliLP thP Hlilliil.lUHl pri('P•, of ('Oill­

lTIOditit'.:;;,, hut t:l d~-·tt•rlni1:<' :h:' 1naxiHll11ll 
nr:ict•;, of <'OJllPlocli:i·-~. and that is ('X[t"tlv 
\dwt th<'Y ha•;,• dow•. It doc": not lll'<'("''ril\· 
fr!Jmy th:lt the nw,imum pri~(·~ "'hich tllP~· 
LavP tixPd al'P goin~ t') 1a' charg0d. EYi~ 
dPnC<· luL~ bc:-·n ~Jrought fonYard h,\· nu-,nhPrs 
0;);, ·:.._jt<• to ~hOlY rh·~t tht' tr~1ding {'OllllllUHity 

of Queen~land arP .. ufiieiPntly honeRt- -in nwny 
in ,t:u1cc ;. +- all t}YPnt·,, and gf'ltC'rally. I 
<ub211it-not to takr• a<h tPl'.,<"P of n c.;.·L.i,, 
SlH~l a~ that thrcng·h "\Yhirh \'IC• an~ l~-t·4hF' 
n: thl' prP.,"JL ti:~lC' to pnt up th(•ir p.:::if'cs. 
Tlu 1, ader of tlw Oppo ition wa,, mm.t nnfr,r-
1nn.ti!_• in the jn~t<:lnf·es tha.t hP qno~~·d. FirRt­
of c.ll lw d<·alt >vith '.ngar. If thcr<• ;,, one 
cmnnloclit)· in n pent of y·hieh tlH•rp \.-Ynnld 
h-' so~dl' ju~tlfic·•~ ion for r~·i~ing tho pr:icP at 
thP prPSPnt tirrH'. it i~ Htg1r. Yet. wha.t do 
\Yu fiud: Thai tht• }Llr6cular r ·>rp:n·ation. 
the particular tl·w"t and c.·nnbinP ~~t \Yhi('h 
UH'nlber;.. OlJllOf;itc ha 1."',' llf'ttll cq· 11plain:iL~~ 
, nd calnp,}i~nirh, continnnll;y, tho.;-,p }H' 1ple 
WhOlll lllf-'lll1H'l'::> O!)!lO~itP tell ll'.; arC' a prP­
<JatOl',\' combination <·Rtahlislwd for the pnr­
lHJ"f' of ~\Yt ating- and ~'qHPPzinr·· thP l>PoplP 
of Aw·tr ·lin. tlo not hb• ndvantagp of tlw 
or'"'"ion. On tlw contrar-·. I find that the 
pric0 of cngar is £1 per ton h•o< than 
it ''" .l''- at thP COITf'~lJGnd:ing tinH' last Year. 
Th:" ;~ a fact whi('fl should be put ag.ainst 
th(, statPnwnh madP by han. members oppo-

[Lieut.-Golonel Rankin. 

site. The leader of the Opposit.ion com­
plainc•cl that the Jn·ice of sugar to-da.y iR 
qnot.c-d at £20 15s. ]Wr ton, and that tlw 
board han' fix, d the retail price at 2~d. per 
lb. 1\'hy. £20 15s. p<'r ton is close ou 
2,\cl. pn lb; as a matter of fact, it is 
2.19d. per lb .. so that after all the mar­
bin is uot yery grca t. 

:\Ir. RY.\x: You are making a mistake. 
Lieut.·( 'olonci RAXKIX: I am not mak­

ing a mistak!~. I say that £20 15s. per ton 
is 2.19d. per lb. 

:\Jr. Rnx: But tlwy arc selling it at 2.5d. 
JH·r lb. 

Liuut.-l'olonel RAXKIX: I am a.warc of 
that. Do you expel·t people b retail it at 
thl' \Yholesalc price·: 

.:\lr. RYAX: Your reckoning nlufit be wrong·. 
Li( ut.-Colonel I·L\NKIX: Xo, it is Jll'r· 

f0et 1:-, right. 
:\Ir. RYAx: \Yhy. the maximum price fixc>d 

by the board is only 2. 75d. per lb.. ami 
you "lY the wholt?'<.tle price i·· 2.9cl. per 
lb. 

Li,•ut.-( 'q]onl'l R..\XKIT\: I am not giYing 
tlw aC''wd r·o,t; I am dealing ':\'ith the 
whul<'salL• price. 

:l!r. R'Hx: Ho,,,. can the 
lw 2.9d. pPl' lb.. wh,,n 
:...Piling- pr~<·c fixed b' th(~ 
j)l'l" lb. 

wholP~alP prieP 
thP niaxinnun 

boa rei is 2. 75rl. 

Li,,nt.-Culond H \XKIX: \Yell, le>n·ing 
{~Iat fnr a rnorncnt0 we <·onlu to tht' fact that,. 
u~ all L·,·<nlt:-~. the whok':'ule price of ~ns:·ar, 
£20 15·;. per ton, has not lH'c-n rai'd-:d one 
~ingll' farthing. whieh, aftp~· all, i.s the n1ost 
inlportant voint I \.-VUnte-d to lnakQ~that 
noh.- ith:"t3.nrling tbQ condition:-; obtaining at 
the ]ll'l'>~nt time, '"hen th -re might h:n-e brt n 
> 11ll<' ju,·.tific·B.tion for the price of this com­
nloclity being ra:i:-:,od. tho vr-ry oppc·:;ito is 
the casP. Bat wlnt do W{' find with rl'gard 
to that commodity in other p;,rts? I l11vc 
hPrP r-viclPncn that tho p}·ic0 ~tatcd by th-::~ 
ho:trd i~ l1'" no nwans ahnor1nal. Take, for 
in:~tanrf'. llmna. I sPe n1Y friPnd. tlw hon. 
lll<'lllllPr for :\Iaranoa. .,·Jio will. no doubt. 
!" ar mP out wlwn I say that the price of 
sugar in RonHt i:-i 3~d. per lb. 

:\lr. HrxTER: I know nothing of the ort. 

Lieut.-Colone! RAXKE\: WPll. I am tPll­
ir>g him that. that i,; th0 price. And lwro 
eonmlaint has been made bv the lk :1. the 
lc>acl; r of the Oppo,ition nwr<'h hccau,-e pro· 
vision ha' LPPn made. not that tlw price 
insisted upon is to bL 2Jd .. but that tlF' 
price should not excc•Pcl 2?d.-a misPrablt' 
co1npiaint }:; n1adt•, nwrP]).~ becanRP you 
Pan nur·~hm:.c it in son1e inRtanee;-, .cor 
farthi"ng- a lb. l0s.'. Now. whl'n anybodv 
camps , into this Hou'e and deals with 
a c"•rta'n commnditv. I think lw should. at 
anv ratP, make him·,,elf C·~nvl'rRant '"ith it. 

~j·h·. Fo_;__.EY: You arP nrotPcting vour 
friPnds. tht> Colonial Sugar~ R{~fining (\nn­
pan~;. 

Li_ nt.-C'olmwl RAXKTX: ThP Coloni:>l 
Sug;:1r H.rfining Coinr•any an• able to look 
after th m"eln•s. and the." have not in any 
(•a::;c• incrca~Pd th(' pric0 of Rugar. AR_ a 
matt('r of fact. th0y haYe rNlucNl the pnce. 

::\Ir. HrxTER,: They rcducNl it before •he 
1.\ Hl1

• 

HolL H. T'mr:': TlH"' haY(' not inl'rt':H'cl 
tho price sine{' the war. 

Linit.-Colon<'l R).SIG;'\: I ''":V that Ow 
nricC' of sugar is low0r per ton to-day than 
it wa' at thi' time tweh·<' months ag-o. That 
iJ irrdutablc. I haYc the fquros- in front 
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of mo. I want to point out further that in 
this eonrH"<:'tion the !Pader of the Opposition 
complained allCiut tho two prices, but he did 
not say anything- about the quality of the 
commoclitv. 1\:ow, tlwvc is just as much dif­
ference in sugar as in any other article of 
ordinary consumption, Hnd whilst lw quoted 
2~d., was that for fme granulated sugar, for 
instance·, or for lB crystals? 

Mr. BERTRA)J: They c_rc all the same· 
price. 

Lieut.-Colon<'l RA::'-1"KIK: \Yhat nonsense ! 
I have here the pr.ice list in front of me. 

Mr. LExxocs-: He was rderring to lA. 

Lif'ut.-Colonel R,AXI<\:I~: lie did not say 
vvhat he "\\as referring to. 

Mr. RYAx: I did. 

Lieut.-CDlonel HAXKI::\': I am merelv 
pointing out that th0re is a difference of £3 
lOs. b0tween tho price uf tlw b0st sc1gar and 
of the lo,w•st-pric0d oug.n. And hon. mom· 
bers will, no doubt, admit that that makes 
a vc1T considerable diffprencP in selling it 
to the consumer. But k«ving that for a 
moment. we come to this fact-that if there 
is a tendc·ncy on the part of some trades­
p0ople to g•·t behind : lP c:cmmunitv, what 
a ']Jlendid o[lportunity it is for our co-opera. 
tive )wople? \Y c ar!' conRtant]v hc"lr,ing hon. 
rncruhers opposite dPclaring the ben('tits of 
co-operation. 

An IIoxorRdlLE ::\lDIBER: You bclicye in 
co-operation. 

Li<>ut.-Colonel RX:\KI::\: I do bdiPw in 
co-opPration. But ht'l'(' i:-; your oppol·tunit-.:". 
I heli<:'V<' t!Je>t a strn has lwPn taken in ,,hich 
f.<OlllP nw1aher;:; ar(~ jntt•rc·sted, and surclv 
lwrP is the o~)portunit,\· to OYPr-conw an~T 
rli:-ca]Ji!iti<'c- that ma~ be placed on them 
rwcau-'C of the operations of this l:oard. De­
cauc-e it c-:l.llnot he ohov·n that the \':holesah' 
n,an is tlDing an inju~ti ~f' to the rcttilPr. If 
anything '-Vron'{ is hrlng done. it is being­
done hv the r0tail0r hirn.sPlf. If anY argu­
ment h·.,, hur•n adrlucNl hv mr·mber" on the 
other ~ide either as to tl1.t' pr-ri'oual qualifi­
< ations of thP member~ of tlw lH .,--d. or as to 
thP ''arti,uhr item' qnote<l hy tlw leader of 
t,lw O,LK·-ition. th0n till'' h·n·<· failed most 
1ainPnf3bly :n showing 'th,~t 1hr~re i-.; any 
r, a::::on for C'f''l·'ll'f' or condPnm1tifln. So f'l.r 
as Ollf' arti{'lf' that \v,,_..; lllPntioncd i~ con­
f'<'l'll('cl-- sp1f-raising flour-it hil~ hf'f'n sho\vn 
that tl10 ris(_ iu price is c.auRPd bv the large 
inerr.J.?f~ in price of or0 of the ingn-<1icnts. 
The .a r talllPnh.: ao:r to Hlf',tt Vi-"('r<~ s~rffi<'icntlv 
combat. rl hv the stab mr•nh made !Jv th~ 
horr. HH'lnhr;· ~.~r ){urr,nlll·_l a. fC'\V n1inni(_-:; 
ag:c,, and rig-nt along- the lim'. while' tlw;x 
t.ri(-d, under f'OVPr of thP.:;(' nl<'ll. to nlacc tho 
Government in an unfunmral1l0 light in tho 
eye, of thP pnhlic. I ~ulnnit that th" mpm­
br-rs oppo~itn hav<' lan1eutnbh~ failrrl. brf'fJ,',rc 
tlwv han' c •rtainlv not disclo·,ecl either anv 
la<"k of intf'llig-<'nc~ or kno\YI<•dg-<' on the pa1:t 
of any of th0 appointPPs of the Govc"nlnen7. 
SonH~ rf'-~f'l'C'lH'0 '' lS InadP hv on0 hon. rnPtn­
lwr to jlJc dHr<1ct0r of the l10ard. I am 
not mvar" tlut thr•r<' ho.~ l>ePn anv subsbntin­
tion of tlJc remarks m '<1<' in that' rPp;ard. flo 
far a;;; I h>~\'' lwcn .·~hlP to obtain anv 1nfoY­
n1atinn. +hP char·~rtrT of thr 111P~hprs is. 
ahso]ntf•]y allOYC 'Ppro 'Ch, and f feel C(Uitr 
f'lP'0 thtlt if thPrf' 1~ nothing 111ore to ('onrlmnn 
than thr fp~.\ [.'21 1tr". inshu1• p., lnPrJ+ionf'd 1-rv 
th<' le"ldPr of tlw· Oqnosition. his motion 
cort'llir1l~· dor~ not ]u~tify the 3_djonrnnlf'nt of 
tllP IIouf",;.~. lH'C'·1.tJ..;:p tlH~rP is nothing in the 
nature o£ a public p;rievanc0 'I"Orth~, of the 

nanH.' ~xhich calls for f·,uch drastic action as 
suggest('d by its terrns. 

::\Ir. R B. C. CORSER (Jlru!Jborouf/h): 
\Ye all in this House. when the question of 
.::·pgulating the~P price:;; \Va~-;, under discussion, 
consid0rPd it was a splPndid move in tlw 
int-f'rests of the colnrnuui(r.-, and I an1 ~n1 e 
thnt no une hns altered his Yiews bPtwecn 
that. timP and now. But I think that the 
\Yav in which the hon. and learned leader of 
t!w" Opposition introduced this motion is 
ah,olntely nnfair. and adoptNl with the 
objPct of miske.ding tlw peoplco, or else it 
has bef'n done out of ignorance-because he 
knows nothing about the m.attPr he is dis­
cuHinp:. llf' savs that a certain price-- ha,~ 
been fixed by tlw board. Can he say that 
hceau:;p that n1axirnum price haR bePn ftxed it 
has c:msed am of th<' rdailers in this town 
or in Qnc•pn~lanrl to rai.sP tl10 priC'0S? It 
-,,ill not havP the slightPFt effect on tlwir 
raising their prices. They -will ~£till p:o on 
cln.rgin1.; ,y[wt tlwv haY<' considt>red in the 
pa·-t, to be ~z lPg-iti;nate nricP, nnd. ~n 1n~ny 
Cl"'~· und"" the price:, ftxcd. \Ye lind that 
member, on tlw otlwr sick arP in fayour of 
the n·tailPr who is in a lan:!,'P ,~-ay. \Vhich 
they alw:'ys term "the llDmllPr." and tlwy 
do not wish to a,_,,ist thP small rdai!Pr. The 
Yl'n- :.;t.'ltt-:.dH'nt nnrl0 hv thP 1k'adPr of the 
Opl)oFition ~h0\1:f' that their R"t•lllJHtthics are 
not with them. 

::\Ir. Ih.ccs-TER: That i .,, in your mind. 

::\Ir. E. D. C. CORRER: In anybod"·'s mind 
who can r•o and work it ont. I ,,-ill show 
you ,·]n·. lie takcs the pricc- li,t in his hand 
~): large• rPtail -r,t~dl hny<'r~ and ca,,h f'PllP!~ 
and lw {'Oillllal'f'S th·::tt pri-cP \Vith thP lHiCO 
of tlJP ~rnall rPtail nutn. Tlw n)t:1il 111an 

i~ ~XPnPrallv not ·3 ea-sb huvt'l'. nor is he 
a ~·a~h ~C'1]c;r, and h0 n1ust n~turalh~ havr a 
hig-ge~· rn~~rgin. Tht·'TC j._ anoth0r thing 
-whiPh nlt>kP:-: it rlifficu]t for :'-:IY connnis~ion 

to ftx pri~es on th<' basis of 
[5 p.m.l hnt goods ar<' sold at by a 

c<'rtain f'Petion of tlu: C'Olllnlunit~y­
The hr""P a11rl \YPalthv rdail<'l anrl 
oftpn th.- rc-tailers in this citY lm:;- YPry 
largelv b\dYe rn.....-~tJt~h;, "'hPail arl<l oftPn t111.'' 

thPir ~fl.tocks verv chean]·y incl{ Pd. 8on1P of 
i-1:t:· r.-~tailPrs arr- 'larg:~ inl}lortPrfl.-YCT~T ncarl~y 
if not qnitP as. 1a1"T~ as th0 \Yholc- -a h) 1ner­
d1ant<:.:-~nnd tlwv turn OYf'r a YPr,:,T large 
m;antih- of g-ood~ in tlw h- ,)yp mrmth'. The~· 
+ak0 n(, riKk.s: tlwir turnover i:: pnorrnons 
;tnd t}tei;- CXlJf'Jl'-'('.;-: arP 111UC'h ]OWPJ' in ('0111-

lHll'iSOll to tho:::;0 of thP ~rrPll rerr.ilPl\ r:ucl 
the S111D ll ll1Rl1 C'annot no."sibh~ '1~ll a :;ainst 
th0YYJ. \Yh0rp the ,.;:;Jnn1l r0tail<"l' con..:t".': in 
is that he ;, norP ~onvcnif'nt to the peopk 
;<ho want the g-oods and consc']Uf'ntl~- pt"1ple 
rLJ not run into tho cities and bw.- the1r 
g-ood.' at th0 , .. ,,h storcc lmt buy them o.ut­
Ficle nt a highPr price. If it \Vl!S nu1d0 Inl­

pcr~tiY" that the'·" mPn who buv on te1:ms 
au! eell on terms shonlrl ;.,oll at the pr>ct'< 
the learlPr of thP Oppo,.ition quotPd from 
!he r:,sh stores. it 'Yonld kill th0n1 fman­
r i::> :I",~. Tl1ny \Youlrl not lH• in !'Xi"tf'nC'e 
1P'H' and tl1r nPonlP ''~"·hr: n th('_v -urP snn-
1 1lvin:-:'. arHl m~1ny \dl<) u;et ont . of rnl­
nlovl)l(•nt throu<rh no fqult (•+ t1H'lr 0\Yll, 
would not bt' ahk to .r-0t sunplit". and ron· 
c.f'qn0ntlv we would haYc-whet J stated 
'~'·h0n this que"tion ,,·a:- h0forc Hw Ff r:n~P d. 

fortnight ago-we should haYe n chsastPl' 
which thi' Ad n0vrr contPmplat-cod woulrl 
arise. It was pa'S<'d to r0lieye the ncpel,· 
:1nd not to trY nncl ln1pos0 f'Ttra burdens on 
them. V cry · nnkind accnsationc haYc been 

Jlfr. E. B. C. Corser.] 
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!rnade as to what the wholesale merchant 
·will do. As a "holesaler of man, Year"' 
~t.anding ~ ('an. tell you that not o~P Singl(~ 
lllt of nohc(• "1ll be taken of the prices that 
have Uec.n i~::med as tho 1naxinnun price-s of 
th<· n'ta1lers. A merchant doc>s not carr,· 
Oil hi, busincSo in that wav. He buys n:s 
cheaply ;>.s he ~·::m and he ·,ells a' cheaply 
,a:;, lw. can ]H'OVHhng he 1nakc::i a fair prollt 
for lumself, and the \Vhok,ale man wh" 

·I'Bn sell the chPapest and best goods is tlw 
llH4H who ron1n1UIHls an increased Yohnne of 
tr·rr<k. There is no combination to fix food 

'!JriePs. Tak<.' IllY own district: rrhcre i~ nu 
combination ,,s to prices of foodstuffs, we 
all sell at what \VC likl' to ask. 'lnd \H' know 
that thnce who buy from ns arr the best 
juchrcs as io where to g-o for goorls. There 
ntust be a 1naxiinun1 price f ~J as to nrr-ot thP 
'('a">P of thp s1na1l retailPr. and tlu: rnnkin{r 
of th~·,t rnaxin1nn1 price ll10'HlS helping th~ 
rnan who has to buy on tcrn1s~holpinp: hir21 
to kPc ~) a poor n1an "':vllPn hP i" out of enl­
ployment. :'\ow as to the vcrv ITreat diffcr­
<'nce in the prices: \Yhen o'ne"' take; into 
cJmic!eration the loss that a man who doc' 
not bu~~ for cash sustaills, the ri ~k that lll"' 
takrs by supph·inx on terms, tlw difft>rcnce 
hehYcPn what he and tho l::ns..:o retail Pa."h 
hu•."('r :ulfl f':!.';h se-llpr make . ..; j not YPrv 
g-rr:_\at. I ·n1n ~lHP th'lt a large r('tailc~~ 
whr. lmy:-::: and :'\Pl]s -~or cash 1naLes. at 
tlw lower :'rices qnotPd. a vast d"al mort' 
JHO!lC'V than tht::" :5In-:tll retailPr can n1ak0 
11t ,highr._r prices, bPcausc the volurnc· {1f 
hus1nc~ss 1s ',,o rnuch g-r0atPr and tlw ri.~·kr:: in 
tl_lC one ca~e are practicalh~ niL It h not 
nght for an~· nwmber of this Hm1sc• to 
make rrl'eu,atioPs lik0 tho•P thor have fallen 
from tlw lip·; of UH'n: hnrs on the otlwr side 
abnut a businpss in whicl'. thrv have never 
had en~· intcrr•st at all and ~bout which 
thPy kno',Y nothing- at all, si1nnlv hrcaus0 
ollf). who dops kn(n\· hapncns to ~ntcrl0ct, as 
I thd _wlwn th0 lc~ckr of tho Onnosition wa< 
3}lralnnQ' .. I a~ked hin1 a <'ivil- ciuestion and 
a. YPr.\· fan one. \Vhcn he said thf'r0 \vas a 
chJ!'l'r<'ncP of 12i ]Wr cont. hetwP"n Cf'rtain 
]'l'!C<"- ~ ask0<! him how mnch of that w0nt 
m \Yorkmg C\:1Wnsccc He could not t0!L I 
knmv lw cop]d not tPII. ~s he \\as dPalin" 
'"ith a mattPr of which he hao no know]eih~ 
\\ht,tP_Y91': anrl it \\as !ust aR stur,id for hi~n 
tn cnhc1s0 thcop mHtters. obout "·hi~h hP 
knoT\"." nr~t~i;1g n~ alL as it ·would hP f~r 
1llf' to C'l'JhC'PP hl·c; l::t\V. ThP hon. IUPtnber 

has no n,JOrP, anrl1?erh:1ps not af: 1nnch. In10 ,, _ 

lu~lr,r> or 1llr>rrallti1P tran~y tions as I hnvf' 
n·~ law. and I '' nuld not attPm'lt to Pritiei·'' 
hH 1 :nY ~or w·onld I jl~l!lute '' rong- n1otiy, .. , 
to ~1un In any q~,H --tion of his profession. 
It h ,dPplorablc; to he~ r statPnwnts made 
fro~-1 t:~r:' ntJH'l' "lflP coni-r!ir1i:.g inni:u'ndoe:-; 01· 
Illfl_l1H1.t~ng- th?t n10n _stand np in thi8 I-IonH~ 
n,r mt0rJPct w1th " YieW of trying to benefit 
tJwn1:;:C'lYP:;:; at thP ClXllf'llSf' of somehodv f'ls 0 . 

Th0 ":hol< 'ale peoplP in Queensland in' Pven 
<ln·ecb'?n are tr~-ing" to !win snffPrin;,. 
11un1a:.nty on thP oth0r Rirlt_ .. of the world ancl 
to n:<sL:·t :s much as they po:sib];; can to g'iYc 
Plllplo~~n1f'~L and also to keP!> do1\ 11 prif"().~. 
I ehou!d h_ko the hon. nwmher to han; hl (•n. 
not onl~· m nrc ollie"_. bnt in other officPs 
of wh0lesale m0n dunnn- the la:t month or 
so. and he wnnld han' sc2n for himcclf thr; 
nun1lH•r .of rPfwml:" of ordP""S f:con1 gor~r1 
Dcople ~:'n1plv bectu~f' "\\·n kno1Y thcv \VPn' 

tr:nng to ~et those g-oorls for the l)urpo~n 
of S!ll'0 U!ehon. As I said a. fnrtniiTht aiTO I 
11aYP tun10d do\Yll many nPw arc~11nt~rthat 
haYP bP0ll offprnd bcC'anso 1.ve \YCl'e opening 
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no new accounts. \Vtc are going to keep 
all our ole! customers and are going to re­
strict them a~ near as po;,sible. to what they 
have been getting from us during the past 
fe" months and that en2 bles them to re­
strict tlw retail buy0rs who want to lav in 
five or six months' 'supply, and they are. the 
people who have be<'n trying to raise the 
pric,, of commoditie, on the n;st of the emn­
munity. The whole:ale people have been 
trying all thPY possibly can to keep them 
from speculating eo as to keep thP stock that 
is in Australia for the )Jurpose of dealing it 
out to thobD who really want it. 

J\Ir. BOOKER (Wirlr JJr~>J): \Yhen the two 
.At t th:=1' t:~i·· di ._.,•us;ion bPar3 on ''ere being­
di· .. eu :'d. mc·I~1bcr'· on both cicJr. .. of the Hou"' 
took up .>:n ('',--:-n abtitudP. and at that tin1e 
the quc--+ion of tht' per"chlnel of the board:-\ 
"·aR tht"' ·· 1_lprPn1P j ,uP. I cannot conceive of 
a Inon" tu::g0_:W~l·ous nHaC'k upon the .. Admini:-:.­
t.rat.ion who are n\spon;:.lblc for th0 appoint­
ElC'n7,, and upon thP nH'll 1vho ( on,.;-titute the 
bocn..J,. and uurc pn·ticularly thl. board for 
the_ South'J'll Divj jon. I \\'ouJd likt: to kno\v 
from t hP dPpnty lc;,der of the Opposition 
whr.t po:~ition !1.1r. ChPr~~~:n1an ocrupiP'->? .... -\R 
th:~ PrP::.ljCl' ir;_;_lif'ltNl, ve·hen he Wh'.\ spe:J.king 
on t h!~ que· ·tion a fP\V days ago. hl· had sonH~ 
difiictdtv jn (•hoo~ing· IllPil \vho had ~on1P 
kno\Yl('jg-p of the :ill~'"~-tt tra(h~. and, aftPr a. 
c<}nsidorablC' arnnuut cf inquir:. and con~idera~ 
tion. )Jr. Chh'" ''-<Pan cho 0 11. Fronl Ol1P 
poi~t of \ iP'<,.' it 'vas "'• er,r ''+'c to choose a 
ITit!ll who in no sense 1.vas iclQntificd \v~th a. 
prodncQr or a trad.Pr. lie is a public se-rYant 
fillirg- rc·:pow .. iblC' positi<.n. I c:umot con· 
CC'ivP that )Jr. Clu',~'scnH.tn eould in anv wav 
L, our th" butt'hPrs who an• ·npplyi1ig th(, 
peoplv with rnc .. ;t. To nw it i" nH' '.t ungrner­
ouc: un th,~ part of the deputy kadPr of the; 
Oppo,c:itiou to nu;_kc~ rernarks about. a public 
cen ant in that waY. .L l han' said, ;\h. 
ChP" ·t__'Ulan is a plihlie :-.crYant, and has no 
rig-ht of rPpJy. So far a)) tlw fixing of tlH) 
price nf HlPf.Lt is t•onccr~~.ed. tlH."' que _,tion \Va:-\ 
rais0d indi( ;lt1ng thn dillcrPnre in the pri<'e 
of rtlPat suppE0cl by thf' ;~pdbank ~ff'at Con1~ 
p:n1y and that ''"JlllliPd b:c the local tFHl<'. 
Anyone ,,-ho l;:nu\\"~ ah,:·thin~r r,.~Jout thp upPra· 
tion.:; of the Yflcriou . ., 1:1c:.tt f"")lnpanies and thnf'P 
of the towil trarler mu .t uLdrrst<md that the 
1Heat f'Cnlpanies buv thPir f-.'1 ::--.ek ,several 
jlJL-nth~ ,. hr<lr1. a1.1l thPY buy thcu1 in largl' 
LUIHh~•r:!. ~on10 cf the Joc:tl hutr·hcrs buv 
aln1>t --~~ far ahPn:l :"l OH nwat co:rnpanic,:, 
·'nch a-... likP Jj;, "",-rw;.; BrothPr and nthers. 
"''' , tb m" iorit·: of the tradn buv 
h !': r.·~ 1 l''Pt.A ir(;Hl ,--:1;: t') v" ··Pk. The~· 

huv in :_nud1 nuantit~ ~"'· a':d thev br>.v und,)·1' 
tlu: r,c .;e cm~,p~::-t.~tion in rLP c.'l''-"11 ~n1arket. 
The mr :1t c·on1paniPH .~o to tbe pastoral~ 
~,<~.;;;: urrnHg-P f(lr tlw supply of large nun1~ 
hf"~r.-; cf ~~::(~c:~ t a fi' -·d nric""', n" :-l • ;10 nriC'f? is 
I :t. ) ~:.P· :1 thi.lt, r .wh'"'d in ~h- ··on1nndtion 

t. E:· lt i~ ;~)t L:ir to ~av thnt thP 
~( ,, l L · ·1 h T .; rc~.li,in.:; t~ ,, pliLI:f' · fo th0 C'X­

t\l~' rl:ff 'l"P!"' '\ -j!l th. n· ;,_w- fiU.-- .~ed hr 
lP€' ·1'T cf I~ Or-:)o~·1tion rC>p.r.._'7"entinQ-

\ jlric -~;-; of th: Rf)dhank J\f rn.i Crn ... 1pany anrl 
the .... , (Jf tho ln< 1l bl~· hc,t·. Thi bring-s 1nC' to 
a P.U'..t'; ,+[un. ll'·,tf'ctd of tlH' dPnnh; lPnd0r · 
of th0 Onpo:,ition '\ H"··~in? a lot n( C'IH.;rgy and 
h,.,i11r~· 1v nt ;:~:-. nnju·--:t ~ a pnbli" rnan can 
lw. if h" w0r0 to n '-' hi,, C'lh rg: and his v ell­
lulC\"n 01~rr11 i:.j"·" abilitY in orqanjsing thP 
tradinp.- c"ntn'.: throug-lll,ut Brii'b::tnP. nnd if 
the Labour party as tlw re.presentntivC'•, of the 
gr0at union3 of Qn<"f\Hslanrl. ,,-hi('h C>onnnand 
a largP oum of mm1Pv to-da.'·· \vould j oiu with 
him therp would be mor0 bueine:-s in it. 
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They wou~d hP Hll!Ch niOl'f" patriotie. a:;; the 
nHL':,ter~ of the unions. if thev u~ed whateYer 
<"apital -..nts U('C~C'" ::.ary ont of the union--, to 
lmy 11p all the buteh<'ring C"lltres or Pstabli:·h 
110\V butchPr: ;~h~.__.ps throughout tht' <'ity~ and 
then buv mc:·t direct from the nwat com­
panie-s; ~or. if nece~"3nr_y, go out into the 
eou11try and buy the stock from tlw pa,toral­
i·,ts, and tlwn cell the meat d a <·lwap rate 
to the people. It \vould b,, a good lm·Biness 
proposition. pPrhaps, if they 1mH;ht all their 
meat from the Rr :!hank Meat Cunpany. 
Tlwy could buy it at the ehcap pri< <' quoted 
by thP ]c-aller of the Opposition, :wd then it 
could h<' retai]pc] out to th0 public at thP 
lmvc:t prie," nc.-- •iblP. That would do t\vo 
thiu~,~- It wonhl., in a lop_,i< ,el '"a~. gi·\ ;._~ tlF· 
peoplf~ th(' opportnuii of buying 111ea-t at th<~ 
lowe~~t possihll' price~ bc~~:aus'' tlw union:-: 
u·ould bP IllUlHn:;ing it. Tak0 :.\Ir. Gildr. thP 
hon. l11C'll11J('-1' rll' lthac1-, U:'3 the r;Pl1Pral 1llana~ 
gPr of the butclwr,: ~hop~ in ]~ri~hanP~ an-:-l 
ta l:n the hon. rnP:mbPr for 1-Icrberr. ~Jr. 
Lennon, a;;; tlu\ ,f.1'f~nP-ral nHtn:t.U.Pl' of the_· 
!n·occr . .;' shops. ThP hon. niPrnhcr for H0r~ 
ht•rt 'va~ onC'P clu.:..ir.:.nan cf ;; po~opPrativP 
gTo('c•ry bu··in~? '· I a·;k thP hon. g,_,ntll'-nlHJ! 
''"as hP ab1l ... at th(' tin1P '"' hPn h0 'yas In;-nl :tg 
ing dir<>ctor of 1hat eompBny to ""II tl1ingo at 
a profit !c ... ', tlwil P·nry an<l Robt'rts and 
othPr eon1panie hPrP rttnning thar partir•ular 
hnsinc:,,? Con~=ng b:1(·k to tlw sunp~y cf 
1nt .... at. ~:h·. Gilday ha~ or7anis._-,1 thP butcher~ 
ing trad0 to .-~. renut:rkabJe d·1~~Tf'C, und h~.\"'· 
hrought about the doil<'St cmnbine in tlw 
industrial ranb. and it woul<l lw b~ticer fo~: 
hin1 to takP up the g-enPral manar'T1HPnt o! 
thP~e various n1Pat shops throughout thf' citv. 
Knowing thP trade <h he does fron1 ~-\ to Z. 
h~: could SPl('C't t}w bc:~t me:n for n1P "\:<;nr1c. 
\Yhat a fin<' objPd-lc '·on it w0ulcl b .. if ::VIr. 
Gildav and tlw mastf'ro of the nnions in 
this ·Hou"£" f'arricd out \vhat I SUg'f4C''t. 
Tlw;· coul<l us<' th0 !l<'cr<."uv capital to 
Btart thP hutch<'r·_. shop~. and hPv con!cl 
gPt th('ir l11Pat in tl"'P · t:hP;-\~pest \Jo~"'iblf~ 
\YaY. whPt.h0r frnrn th'"'- f'tnrknvnlPl'~ or 
t!w' nwat comnanics, and Bt•!l it without 
any intentior1 -of 1naking })rofit other\,\),·i~··' 
thun rm~ ln(s C'X}l'~'l};;:(<L Th<~l'C' \\ Dnld hl' ll1Uf'h 
Inore hu:,dnr··--' in t-hat and thL'rP \n:ldd bt> 
a kindlier ;.;nirit, too. That 'voulrl bP doing 
in a lJracLif'.tl 'Y<:Y-not in thr: (']rqncnt ,..,.av' 
thR~ tht· clt•jmt~· '!0adAr of tlw Opp< oicio;, 
dous it, not in that kind of ,pirit- but in t ht• 
truP ::~pirlt of t:r:iYing the people clu'ap n1Pa~· 
11l!d the be-t of it. There is morP hm•inC'ss 
in .that, and I hop<• that hon. mPidll'!"S will 

c•riousl\"'" take that YiPW of it, "r~l lHl"\(' 
t1l('•·,.)"' n~c~!: shop;;; e;;;tr,bli?hcd throughont the 
cit~· an'! suburb. Th ·y could nl"' mT"l.llf""P 

\Yith thl' Iron. lHP'nb.·r for IIN~·. rt not to 
worry hi~n~"P1f ab,nrt }lol:it.j{ ·J for tllP Ternl of 
tlw war, but to go out :lnrl hr> :7Pll('r_·d 
:nw.nager of 1-lw _2;rorc:~· bu· in(•;._, ih~onghc·1t 
th0 < i>,... (H <. r. b--ar:) Th·•y haw th~ 
1Ponc, tlwrp to iL \Ylh· d~) th(•'.- not do 
it'! Th0ir dn~1_ no· ,,~c·~n t,l b~ to .. iYc 
nrac~'ical help ·to -,}H• pC'')plc. lmt tn ·focl 
them. Tint jp rp·•Jind .. nw th:-t thr• a1~.+tcr 
\Yt• ha\~o lwd L'>~d,lY fl·o1n hnn. n:_ntnbp~·s op~ 
r~o~itt•, nnrtiC'nlarly fro·n th-_, d<·pnt,\~ lP~.dPr 
pf th~· OnpoJ;i~-:(~n. '' e bayc had throu2'hm1: 
the connh·.-· foe· lo:>g ti'nP, and ch· ~c -.u!t 
"." arc nui::·· rn.-~!rP of. It i~; bv t} __ t kirui nf 
rtni: +~u:t i_.h, r·\ <-~,- opr,u:itl' 'ha-- ::a1n '-1 a 
"l !'lr:t.y. (' Jr·n:- ·i· L"lugil:-oL·.) 1:.<·. tiL.t is 
tlw way t~~ :·; _ (' ;__ ".::inf'd it. h-- ~-lPi11;:- tlw 
n!inds of tL,• 1 r>oplP witl· the ide.·1 tlrn thP 
I~ihernh: are tLt• llH'll \\-ho an• thP b!nr:r1~ 
~u<'king cotnnnutit,\· "'hilu thPy are the 
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f:·H Ylour of hP puoplP. I arn offPrinv thPIH 
:-c1!W ~~ound bu·,it t} .., wuy of proYing- how 
alrx:Gu; tht'Y art> tn '".hn;Y hov. to t.: ondtH't 
th(• hlbinc". of rlH' c;,vntr.'· b<'lb'r th:1n tlw 
bu'·;nc · tr.:· ., on thj:-; :~idP of t:w 1·1 r-tL e. '.-,· e 
are t oing· l ,J ha\ ,, thi:. kin<l of srnff for hour,. 
Pr· !Jotbh· from time to tim" we> will haY" 
iunhor ll.n1Pll(lnH~:rts cf ce·tn.in nlatft.'I:.. 'Ye 
\Yill ha""~."C' 1 ~.:qtH_,.;;tf3 to haYC' f'e:_·tain things 
di, '"·,eel. For "'hat plHJlO''' will thPy be 
di·.,cm .. d c ::\o\ to g-iYr tlw people chPap 
food, but to talk to th<' crowds ontsidt' "·ho 
arP prt'jt!dic:Pd. and t? ~ornt' ~~....:tel!.t pa;;.~ion~~~ 
cd.'· prcJldlcccl. agamst therr best frrcncls. 
"\'\·e w1ll l1aY(' 1non' of tlu• stuff we haYC' had 
thi~ aHr>rn0o11. For "dutt purposE'·~ ~ot to 
;ri\ f~ tlh· lH'oplc d1Pap food. but .. to gpt, it 
into tlwi;· < u~·. for tht' next <'lPctiOn. That 
i~ tlw yjo·,w I vd.;:p of it-. I canner lu•l11 rl'­
~rPttiil!;; the >peech of tlw dPpt;ty _l<"adP_l' 
of thP ( ;ppo.-,ition. Till' le~>ckr of bP Opp~RI­
tio"l f~('alt ~.;·ith tl11• <1_\lt:.:it~on frorn ~1:-5 llOint 
of Yi<' ,; admirablY well and di.,pa -sronatPly, 
bur a; r, gard' tlw spe!'<'ll d his clt'puty. 
i·(- \Yon1d be v. Pll for tlu bc·,f intt.•re-,L of 
thl' HG\1:;::('- and thP lw t int<'-r0"it" of the 
C'nnnh ,_ if lw had not :·,l>Jke::.l, h::c<tHSP thPrP 
wJ~' w];hing in hi" l'l'D1ark.:: thal 'sill rnako 
allY urtidr• of con~~unlpticn f'On:, lUlH'd by the 
wclr~-~l)i·~ of Queen.-.land one frac~iL'..tl clwaper. 
The hon. gentl(•nwn nu1..d~ son1e r('pl~· ~to an 
jnt('rjertion o~· rninc by :-;aying that I "arc: thp~·e 
"-as no rdnP in by-pr;;du~t-:.. I havP never di~­
cu·--ed that queotion at all in the liouo.p, lw­
et·U:-il" I ln.Y<' \ difft>n'nt Yiew alt:,~;'t'tlwr. 
I aLl C]Pi~<· ntldiPd fro~n the nP~>" 'n' rc­
r\•iYt•d to-d TV fJ·orn the -:_,\'J:J..t of war that 
ruatt:,rs \;·ill' hP Y('r.': lllllf'h hett-}r. in t~H· 
nl'tF' future. (1-Jpar. 1H~ur ~) I aln qtu\.-:• satrs~ 
liec! that tlw nduc d tlw ln--proclm·rs of our 
dH p and cattlr· will probably be h1;rh~r 
,,,_·ithin the nn.t th'.c!O modi". pr"babl.'- WJthm 
tlH~ llPXf ·thirt~- ..._w.~ ;..,, t.h~;.n ,~-l' han~ f:r_>c•n theu1 
for a vPr,· Ion~ tinlP. (lie~Jr, hc•ar :) Takt• 
tht.• ('''lorn;cn>• ~·· a.stP of woo_llPn-;;; tak<> the 
pnor:r:.01.1~ '•,',Qfo\tP of_ :ertlH'r 111 thf.' .''ar. In 
thP l'nit<'d Rt.ct!c·. thf':· arP fully< qnl]lp<'d. for 
d('alin,; with onr raw prochwts--;--(nu: l11dP~ 
. nd our \YOol. Tlw port_, of Ru··>>J'l will ." '"!' 

"be opPn to tal'" cur t.llov . .- .. All that l!ith-
C'Ut{·'' that cnr l~y~procluets w11l be 111orP Yaln­
~lblC' in th" in1nwcliatP fut,n c: than the> havP 
bc•cn ;~t :ea:-:t in tlH' in nne di'lt<' pa;.,.:. \\'"hen 
thL' Jt:·Hkc1~ arP opPn for our hidr-s, our tal­
low, and cur wool. bc·d ic not likEly to in­
erP:~.-:(' in prif''."'· The p-..;::tra pri<'es of the last 
o':P, k or two ""l'l'P altogether duC' to tlH~ 
ina.bilitv of tlw bntr-1wrs to rea]; r' on their 
by~proclur·t~. whieh at ttw ypr;1 1ea "t hn YO 
!;·,,>11 \', r·.,:h £3 ~l ho~d Oil C,ll s:'0:lb. _bnJ, 
hA~k. To :.;ho\, th:d: 1nattr· es in this duec~ 
tion a IT' bu·o:ning ,~t't:-1~--.cl. I r<.::td in th~~, nftL•r~ 
nc:n1' •· T~.'L':.;,·aph" th:<t wool f:alP.:.: 111 Lc,:l~ 
don l· ·Yt.' hf f n a.rrnngc•d to bP he-ld o:n the 
6th (ktoh(•r. I jw-.~ ci·H~t<> that c1nrorPtl' f ·1sn 
to Lt·ar out pu ,"ion f'Dnt-- :-ltion that. 
s;o fnl' U'-' DH'U"~ for ,~L~lP t]:.:lH~ 
thr•rt~ -~,,i:l bC' Il~) • nn< ) in priC'PS. 
I 1- -J!H-'. a ::huugh a proch.ep-.:· of ·-t::wk. 
that tlw l)l'iL, \Vill not rise> an_; 
hit.l:t•r tha.:n at pl'th<n:.~-. I ."J.id \YhPn th' 
;_l;qJerif!l =1it:t,t Bill ~,,:as gnin~ .. 1 hrough that 
tof'ko·, ·1~pr~ cf ~\.L,' l'nli.·. b1g and 11'.t1e. 

-:<oPL.l iuP :..' hl'C'll quitt" ,ti .. ·;}pfl tJ :nvply 
t;H·:: :-t-''e:k at tlw pri<•<):~ ~ nlinpr prior t:) tlH· 
nu~brrn!~ of ,~-ar. In di "Ui'"'ling nlattPrB of 
thi~ kind. \V~lC'1'(~ it i~ r> '"iY + . .--, ar~·u~e th(' 
/}H'jnJi"f'S ~>f ;:b \YP ~lV>uld b(• YPl'Y 
,ru<.rd· 1 ,-;r.-h rP~}H'! to Hlaklll~~, ~t ~tl'nH•ut~ 
·::t!Cll v.~~) J1,h~n(•d 1u fnnn the dt'pnt~· lerrd"r 
of ()ppo,ition. Tlw lircr instim·t of 

Jfr. Beo.hr.J 
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htuuan nature is :';C'l£-prf':seryation. vnd to 
get thP uecp:-.~aries of life is thP fir~t con­
Hidt>ration of evl'ryone. I ean quite nnder­
'tand the fep]ing" of a woman with a limi­
tPd income wlwn she has to pay the prices 
ohe ha., to pa:-· now for tht• neees-;aries of 
life, and eyeryone of us, ·whether on this 
?ide or O? that side, should be very !!!larded 
In rdl.cct1ng upon anyone \vho is bearing his 
part in supplying the people• with the nern­
"'":;,., of !if<'. I- am a produeer. and I am 
dolng lny vart. The tradPrs on this side are 
doing the Htme. On that side tlw hon. 
lllL'!nlwr for ~Iaranoa, I am quite satisfied. 
1s ]H<· n~ anx!ous to act hi:; part-and I an1 
:-;un: he• B do1ng so-as anv trader ·who sits 
on this side. At this part.ieular time· t!,erc 
:<hould be no distinctions whatc n•r. Eaeh 
and eYery one of us, I run ·~nrP, is anxious 
to do tlw right thing, a.nd no hon. nH•mber 
''honld ."!ggest that -tllP trading c 8 nmunity 
arc• not doing the right thing. I a ~n :-.nrC 
t!W~1 are, an4 probably the hon. membc•r for 
C h11.~.agoP, ''nth lu~ u;-;ual "ardonic vttitudP 
fpp);;; ju:St as I do, but it doc not -~nit hi~ 
book to say ,o. 

:\Tr. FOLEY (Jlunr'inrthurr,l): I am ~oin" 
to support thjs rnotiou, ·and tho rPa:-:ont-1 ,yh~ 
I, support it i,; bt>causP I do uot think t!!e 
~overmn •nt ha\"C acted quitt• fairlv iu s,]pct­
mg tlw boards !o cc nsid, r the qlH;stions that 
han· !won rrmJttecl to them bv the Act. I 
a>kPcl the Premier to-day "hat \YPre the 
names of the meml"'rs of tlw Xortheru board 
and __ what were their qnctlificationo for the 
po;;;Ihon. Tho rPply tlw hon. g--·ntlnn1an 
!nade to llll' wa~ that I \Vould llnd the names 
rn the "G azrtte," and in answer tu the second 
part of tlw question. he said that thcv were 
HlllJOintcLl because they undf'rstood th(l br;si-
11' ''• or kn"w tlH• v:duc•s of goods. \Yith re­
f~rence to the lacter part of the ans" cr. t\YO 
'".the thrc•p gentleL',on who ha'" been ap­
r Jllltccl haY(.ll,:i_}y('r had any f'XlJf'riC'EC'l' in thP 
va]n,' of goorls such as \Yfl'P to be• ,ubmitted 
to tlwm hv the Act. j\'r. Swalc•s is the 
~na.;. \n' of Town.~villP. lie is an rnp;in<•c>r ln~ 
tncl<: .. 1\ll(l, \dnle. he may knm•. the• cost ~f 
l'f'lHllru~g an cngn10 ~n~ of puttin_g a patch 
ot.. a.. h<n1Pr, or ·sornL'thing of that sort. in n1v 
~lpllllOJ} hl' ,.knovn; db-. 1lntl'ly nothi1Ht abou·~ 
till' pr1c •s OI ~ooclstuffs. In the second place, 
:\.1r. Park("', 1~ a land, hol: .. ,e, and eonunis­
~:.Ion a~ent. at~d, to. 1ny knowlPch;('0 ha:;; nev<•r 
had any deahn~:s m the pricP of foodstnffs, 
because I have known him for nearlv thirt,·, 
two y<:~ ''· and he: hrs ahYRY" h<>P,; in the 
sayw kmd of lmsmess. The third member 
CI the bo:_;_rd-1\lr. Thorp0-is a "'ODllnission 
~"S~1t-a l_Ylan who "'''als in food><tnffs. H 0 
1s J o•: nsnlk ag-ent for ,J. C. Hutton's hams 
and. haem:. and for SPvc-ral flour mf'rehants. 
I g'IY<' hun credit for kno,,·ir.O' ··OnlcthinO" 
abm;t the bsuinr : but. at tlw~ fame tim; 
h.•' IS RPCrf'tr.ry to tlw J\Ierehant3' ,h oci:t­
twn .mel to the :\Iast0r But<:-hers' ,h,,ociation 
o! Towns.-illP, and a man holding- thcH• posi­
tio_ns cannot rr·lS,mabl:. be <'X]WctPd to fix 
pn_cec for foodstuffs that wou)J meet the re­
qun·(_}1nents of th£> vvorking C'lafc:;r.;;, and for 
tlwt .re<lson I strong!~ ]Wotest ag~inst the 
apnomtnwnt of this gPntlPnLtn. -Th<> Prt>­
mier h.t.cl certain nam<'s snpplierl to him from 
Townsnllr. bnt, us h0 did not know thP gen­
tlr·nwn. h11 Q>'lu•d rncmhcrs from the Xorth. 
if thPs~ kne1Y of suitable per::;o21s nn therP, t'l 
submit tlwir namps ro him, a' ~1 ·r took it 
upon m~-"-Plf. whe11 tho Hnuoe rlc, d on the 
,.,.,.n;~,g WP passed th0 Bill. to ''" tlw ho'l. 
gPntl0nwn and a:-:ePrtrtin if hP ~1a(l .n r•,·tain 
uarne an1ong th0 six narrt(·R suppli0d to hin1. 

[J!r. Bo,Jktr. 

lie answered in the negativ0, and th<>n I told 
l1irn about a ePrtain gE'ntlernan in Tovio~ns..­
ville who had had great 0xperience in the 
price·,, of foodstuffs such as would be sulJ­
mittecl to the board. Tlw man I referred 
to had t wenty-ono years' CX!JPrience in the 
gTOCPry trade, and for eleven years was the 
manager of a grocery business in To>Ynsville. 
HP has rdired from bu'•.iness, a!ld I recom· 
mPncled him to the Pr('mi<>r. Bdorc doing 
'o I wired to the g<>ntleman himself to know 
if he would accept the position if he was 
appointed. The Premier asked me to writo 
him tho r:ext day recommPnding the man, 
"hich I did. I felt c-ertain th:J•, if anybody 
'""" wanted who know the actual prices of 
goods such as those to be submitted to the 
board, this man ought to bP the one man 
>vh-, would be appointed. He would be dis­
interesu•cl. be0ause he is not connpch·d with 
any merchant or anythin']' of that sort. 

Mr. KE~SELL: \Vhat W<>re his politics. 
J\Ir. FOLEY: I don't know his politics. 
Go\'ERN11ENT :WE~IBERS : 011 ~ and laughter. 

:\Ir. FOLEY: :\1y own opinion is that, 
whatevcor his politics may be. his pcrsm!al 
cxpPrience in these matters should fit lum 
for the rosition. \V" havp oftpn h<:'ard the 
other ,ide complain about the FE'doral 

Labour Government's policy of 
[5.30 p.m.] prpfer-'nce to unionists, but if 

PY<'r tll('re 'vas u cat'-e of prcft1 1'­

(•nco to LibPl als, this is as plain a case as I 
havP ever seen. I hear that the secretary 
of the \YatPrsidc T!nion in Townsville was 
o~-, • of the six '\Vhosf' narnes were bulmutted 
to tlw PremiPr. n is well known what his 
politics arc, and "hilt· he may bo supposed 
to know a., much about tllC' price of foofl­
stu±L as the first ~ wo g-Pntlem en I have 
named, : Z't his name >Yas evidently turned 
clnwn ll\- the Pr0micr because of his politics. 
l fep) that. becauec y:ith regard to tlw otlwr 
gr>nt1Pult'n 1 haYC' na1nctl. whjlp t!wy arc 
member of tlw ChambPr of Commerc0 in 
TO'msyi]lc. it cannot be said that an•· of 
tlwn1 !1a~ PYPJ• had any PX}wriPncP in fixing 
lltP nrice of foodstuffs. I h'r.ve known both 
)2'PntlPnlf'n for 1nany y('ar~. and kno'v that 
thrv LaYe not had "ny PX]leriE>ncc in these 
nlattcr~. 

l\Ir. :\loRGAN: \YhY wn• the man you rc· 
co.rnnended turned down? 

:\Ir. FOLEY: I do not know, unlc"s i0 
is that he know too much about thew thing,<. 
I could have named a sc·-,re of m 0 n \Yho 
would have been quite as compet0nt to 
carrv ont tlwsc dutiP a•· either of the 
gcmtiemen '\rho ba ve been appointed, but tho 
fact that I could not vouch that th<'Y had 
had expr•rien('P in thc:,e n1atterR "·as 111;." 
rPason for nut n:nninp: an:.- of t.hPm. I kn( w 
this man to be out of bu,mcss. mid to han· 
bt~d twcnt.,."~-one y-ears' cxpPriPnc{·~ as a grocPr, 
~nd as a 'manager of a large groc,r;•ry· bu.;;i­
JW", and I thought he '''Onld have bPPn 
C'minenth· suited for the noeition. Yet I fincl 
that hi' 'name was left off the board. 

:\h. KEB~ELL: Yon admit thnt the thre1 
nu~n arc con1petent? 

:\Ir. FOLEY: I do not admit it. The, 
thrf'c men who have been apnointed arP, in 
1n;,~ opinion. not C'onlpPtcnt,- berauso they 
have not hue! anv experience in these mat­
ters. I h,,yp nothin!l' to sav against tlw'n 
either in their ?:Jrivatc capacitv or as public­
l"rn. lmt I sa.- that two of thr,n. at 1·"3st. 

rr• Pot (•ompr,trnt to hold nosition'' on thP 
hoard. I C:ntcr mv stronir nrotf'st a'· a 
citizen of TownsyilJ~. and a's a member for 
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:::\orth Queensland against the appointments 
which have been made. The Government 
have ~hown great partiality in the appoint­
nwnts. Although the Premier says tha~ the 
!!Cntlemon appoint;d JlO'Scss the quahfico;­
tions, I do not tlnnk that tlwy do, and 1t 
cannot be said that they have had. any 
experience to qualify them for the pos1!1?n. 
I am !!lad that tho leader of the Oppos1twn 
has moved tho adjournment of the HousP, 
wluch has given me ~n opportunity of plac­
ing my protest befo~·e th.o Cha~nber. I had 
a wire from Townsville, ImnwdJatol): thP ap­
pointnwnts wPre matln. protPsting '_lgainst the 
appointment of JHr. Thorpe-I WJ!I not fay 
because he did not know the value of 
things, but because' !w. is the scerf'tar~- of 
tho ::\Ierchants' AssociatiOn and sPcretary of 
the :Yiaster Butchers' Association. and that on 
those grounds he i,, disqualified . from holt~­
ing the position. Tt has he<'n saul that th:s 
ho~~rd is onlv mmoin:0r! to consider tht• retail 
pnces. but · wt• lmow that the. retail prices 
ar0 goYC'rn<'-rl by \Yhat the rctallcn; can pur­
C'hasP at from the whok,ale merchrntcJ. If 
the whole ,a]e mPrchants lm~· at a pric0 that 
will make it imnossihle for the retai!Pr to 
sell at thP pric,,- fixed h:· the board. .,, hat 
is J]e going- to do? ThPre is nothing to 
"a·.· that this board has powpr to fix the 
pr.icPs to he charg-Pd b~- th<? ,,-holP~ak mPr­
ehant. liP ( :Ul fix .... "hat pr!ef' hP hke~. and 
if thP rPtailer cannot fix his price accord­
ingly and th0n sell his goods at a profit. 
what will lw the result? ThP bom:d chould 
havt' power not only to fix the nnce to h0 
<·barged by th" retailer, bnt also by tlw 
whole,,a]p 1110rchant. 

}h. MoRGA"': It has got that power. 

::\[r. FOLEY: ThPv han• not. lion. mcm­
b('rs oppositP who ha·~.·c F[)okcn lun·o affinncd 
that it is onlv tlw retail pricP that tht' 
board ha<: now·Pr to fix. I have .. lwrP a co~),v· 
of the "I)~iiiv Standard" nP~~vsn~q-wr, fo.dving 
tlw pricPs fixed hv th0 boartl- in BrishanC', 
nnd -prices ha Yf" h0Pn raif:Pd on SPYC'n or 
riaht COllllllOditic;.; that arP of f'Y(•rv-clp~- nsu, 
su~h as rice, thr~·".·-Cl'O\Yn eurra1it~. t.hr',­
crown ST~lt.anas, <•If-raising flonY, kf'TO.SC'nc~ 
milk and oatmeal Tlw nrofit· to th:· r0-
tai1P;. on tho3P article~ haf' b0en r~'~ised in 
Rome cnses from 36.7 per cent. to 45.5 ]'"" 
c0nt. 

l\lr. KERf'ELL: \Yhat is th0 wholt•,a]p pri o • 

),[r. FOLEY: I cnnnnt rPnd tlw "-holr• of 
thi' list; I ,,.ill lend it to the hon. mPmhrr 
to read for himsdf. 

Thr SPEAKER: Ord0r! Tlw hon. nwm­
Lt·r for l\lnnclinghnrra i~ juRt a~ n1uch nut 
of or(lc•r in ~ns\Yf'ring- int<>rjp{ dons as tlw 
hon. llH'n1b0r for Port Curtis is in IllHkillg-
int0rj0ction:'. (Hear, hear!) · 

::\Ir. FOLEY: I think thoro Rnfiici0nt 
0vidcncc in that article in t1:_c "Daily Stan­
d:d·d" to warrant ns in raif:ing our ?bjC'r-­
tion. and pointiL~:: out thar thP board 1'' not 
H"ting in tlw intc•rr-sts of the consninPr~. 
1d1o1n "\VP arP hcrp to protect. I an1 plca~('d 
to haYo had the O'l)1ortnnit:-· of )Jointing ont 
that as far as t:H• 2\orthcm Hoar<] i:, <'on­
crrnc d I do not know "·hat nriccs tl>0;· have 
ftxe<l YPt. hnt I am >ati.,fiPr! that thP mcm­
lwrs o.f the board arP not comJwtent, h<'"cmso 
thcv do not know "·hat thP pricPs shonlrl be, 
<n!(l will simply be gnidPd by what tlwy arc· 

told bv the merchants and wholesale dealers. 
For d;at rectwn, I ''ay that the board as cou­
stituted is not a proper board to fix tho prices 
of foodstuffs in the N orthorn district. 

::\lr. GILDAY (Ithaca): I think that mem­
bers on this side would be lacking in thr·ir 
duty if they did not make a protest at this 
particular juncturt•. On the 3rd August war 
"..ts d0clared, and on the 5th August a 
lar"o number cf commodities went up b} 15 
pet cent. During last week the board which 
has bc•en apjJointed has fixed a maximum 
price, which ranges from anything fron:;t 5 
to 50 per cPnt. moro than the normal pr~ce. 
The nwmbers of the board are not actmg 
up to what wo .<'XJ!ectod them to de:; when 
we passed tho Bill m tlus House. I\ e hca1· 
tLc hon. m0mbcr for l\.laryborough-anc! it 
is onlv natural scring that he is an intcr­
('~tcd ~party-say that he is going to take 
up the batth· on behalf of the board. I am 
not going to ,.ay that the board arc. ~ot 
trving to do their best, but I am of opmwn 
tl;at tlw board arc 2wt ntpable of dealing 
with the quPstion. Th0y do not seem to go 
about in the right way to gPt tho neccssar:; 
c·vidence in order to cnabk them to formulate 
fair prices to be charged to the people. I 
hav<\ rif:'on to say a fevi-7 '\Yard?< about the 
nwat industrY, and I think tho figures which 
I ha vo he n• ·will justify me in sa:--ing th~ t 
f'O far as the IJriec of lllC'at is U)llCCfllC'd ~t 
j~ conv:ir!Prahl,v higher now than what It 
Rhould bP. Thi;; is a qul''tion which I haYC' 
sPriouslv considor<d during the last three 
Dr four' ''"Pckf". I n1tH1e it n1y businC'SS to 
fintl out thP pricl' of cattle, and also the 
prier- charged to tlu~ consun1Pr. an(~ I ha vo 
come to the conclnswn that ml'at 1s to-day 
>old in Brisbane at a con,idPrably highpr 
pri<·•• th. n it should be>. I h.tve a few figures 
1H'n) f'ho\Ying the 11ri('cs charged for moat 
on thP 3th SPptembPr, 1912. and thl' t~tal 
incrf'a.SP on a 600-lh. L~ody of bf'f~f 11rorlnc1n~ 
414 lb. of mnt, as comnarcd w1th the total 
at m·ic;·~ chargerl at the- ,,,·~sent time. The 
foll(m·ing tahlP :howe the pri< l'< paid for ~he 
,.·n•ral ioin'' of bec•f from a b0ast producmg 
~14 Jb. of !llPat:-

I ~=m~~-o~~=~=~=J= I 
I ~ .;_ l': - ~ r:-. 00 l';: t-... ~ ..-f1 t ..... .., !"'"1 c I :: I 
i .:; I "lcccccccocoooo J;s 'I 

~~~.~~-·I ~=cc-o:oxo>Oooc;:;;"'occ 
~ ~~~~~~ii~~;~=~ I 

I i! i: :1 i: :: II r· j. 11 ~ i 

I -" -'" -., , ,,. -.-"--·~_,,· .. ___ · .· ;§ 1', 

...;C':l ;:::::~ ~l:':: Cht~~<:O~ '~ ~ t~ ..._, 

I i 
;j I -:::occ~-:c;:;:c~oc"': 0--1 
~ ~~~;soos~~x~~~~ 

j I "'"";~"':':::;~':" I 
.., 
·s .. ., 

I 

I 
I 

;:§ I 
ThP I!o>TE f-:r:.HEr.u,y: 

pricP> of cattle? 
·what nhout th£'· 

Jfr. Gilday.] 
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:i-Ir. GIT.DAY: I mn onh· C\·iying thosG 
pricL:~ at pre:5l'l!-L EYPrythinP: Pi~P has goup 
up 111 propo~twn. Two Yt!r:r.·~ ::u..ro an ox 
toiLJ:SlH' 1),

7 as 2s. 6·~~-: n<n: J;e pricP 'i·":. 5d. por 
lb .. which mean::-. a~l il;_·.:::·< ,JJ. 1:;;. on a 
to:lg'Uf'. It i'"" intcrP::.Jinp· in this C'onnec::ion 
to note that the prict•s ~harg-ed by tho Rr•d­
bar~k .~I(·:tt Cornpanv fct a lwJy oi 1neat 
WPiglung (.~JO :b. ,;.nd c 1.ttiug; out 414 lb .. 
come• to £3 13s. less th_,n 'thosP clnre;t•tl 
by tile :..·etail bnt('h~·1·~ i1~ Bri:-.~HUH'. Tht> 'fol­
hnving table sho"'~.l s how this t:Jtal j~ 1nadp 
up:-

I ~o=~sLoc=c~~~c 
~- __ I_'" ·_o ~, ''"" s "· ~ ... = ~ ~· ~ 

~cc:::ccocc:::-cccoc 

1----

--------

11 :~-~~~~~~~~~~:: 
~::Zl-...ta~~:;.:,~.,.-.~ ~"""i'~ lO 

~c-.c• -~-'"'' 

I 
~co~ooocc~cs ooc 

'X) l~~·l"- :0 C' ~ ';0 ':'l:": ':c:::: ~ d.,....., ...,; ,_,....... C'l C'-l ........ ,_ ';'l ..... 

I II 1111 II II li 

I 
o:::'=l:::=:·~~t-.':';~'g';d'...,.,r-... 

~ 'Z,,~' - ~,S:'~>: 

:§ I 
I ~ I 
i-1 

,..:; 

I 
I rnay poiEt out that ·em,:' cf thP ~O('al 
butcher., go <'nt to the 111arket und pt~r~ 
cha~e tht>ir CL·ttlP in tlw 'l1llL' \Va \ a-; tll~' 
Redb_;Hk :u<~at l \)nlnuLv du. It i in 111~; 
opinion. a seandalou·,, ~h~ulH' that Co1l~ 
trol of PriC'r,, Board do Eot adopt a 
lH·ttf'l' Inethod of dl'al~ng '' lth the nw:,_t 
q_uc:-.tion than tlH_-.y du. ~\n•,· ton-:, ien­
tiou · per;:o:on reading ·,Jw PY,idPI-l'l' . ..;ub~ 
rnittPd to thP Lou ,~d on thi;_> qupstion 111u:;t 
coiue to thn conclu.~ion that thtcv can nl'Yl'r 

urivc at findity ou that m·idcu,-', as to \\·hat 
i$ a fai1· <',lld legitirnn1 \- charge to t.lH' ~ou­
'Mlllll<'r. I noti.c./_, that tlwv lFtY<' c~llt'd ::;ouH~ 
rr1·1,tP_r butc~1L'r::: tv giv<' ~·videncp, and have 
pract:cally put an' " intn their mouths. 
instead of a~~\:in.g thc::::r to n:n:Iit l'Pceip\.; for 
purcha"'c-,, o{ c·1ttle and ~~t:It('lllPUt~ showin£r 
th~ Ul~lount th(•y 1 "a:v in \Vat('·~- It is a roharn'C 
that ".tiP board ~hould toop to mch <1 method 
of obtaining eviclP .. lCP wi:-~l d~t· vi,•l ·of tryi11g 
to llutkP th0 jl00plu },p]in-P c lHt the•y F "L' 

doing dw rigtt thing. I -oy that tho 'board 
arc not doing tlwir duty. Hll(l thai tlwy do 
not know tht" proper w·. :? to r~o u~ Jout gr-tting 
at tLc ha:-:is of thP churu;c for nw :l.i" • ._ .A~ 'a 
nwn "\Vho thoro'lp:hl nrldt·r~ ~n.nc1~ thP nu•at. 
industry, I ~._ty lH•1··c that tht• retail prii..:Ps 
chargcd for n1c·nt for rnanv n1onth ., pa~t hrrv{· 
h-em con"id"'r,:J.bly hidlPr. thau the:-' should 
haYt' hN'n. Son:P 2't·fprr•nc" ha;;:, b-en nw.dc• 
to the prices at thP vario1F: nlc.·tt~?:ork:-;. 1 
think th<' tin1e ha~ -lTl'ivc•'fl y:}r•n :1H'Y P-hon]~_;_ 
be ahlc to c>Bnd t~wir meat to other parts of 
tlY world without lun·in;c to tak" ,-o mnch 
<)ff as tlH•y have at the JHT'3C:Ht time. owmg 

[Mr. Gilday. 

to the rc -tridions impost>d on the other side 
oi 1lh· y,otlti. Tlwro i,, no j;; ,tification for 
ilw, ' rc:,trictions. /l sonH' of tlH• 1H'st nwdicrd 
cYiel<'-Kl' obtainable has shown that the non­
ex1)ortuble pU~'tS Ul'0 ll()t injnricus to }H).alth. 
If tho·•e parts could be cx)ortc;d. that wonltl 
han' a ienden<,~, to mini1nisr- t}H .. cost of 
meat, partieularly at tlw meatwork,;. I 
rwlit'YC tlut if the HNlbank Comnanv were 
allowed to export tlw Pnormous t{uan.tity of 
hri"-kPt tha\. tlH:_"y haY<' nox t:> throw asid<', 
theY >Youlrl bP abl0 to rc>tail meat much 
clw'apcr tha::-1 thPy ~are d-oing 2.t the present 
tin1P. 

),h. Kr.-su.L: You will :1dmit that that is 
a loc< 

:.VIr. GILD.\ Y: I admit that it i:; :t loss to 
the lllPatworks, and I a1n not saying that 
tlw 1neatworks are rai~:i:.ur H1e price of 1neat. 
,\>, a matt0r of fae t. tlll' Red bank Company 
arP :•lliP'?.' meat for consid(•rablv lc~·~ than 
r('"!:"ail h1.r~,~·l1er ~ in Brish:uw arP do.ing. though 
th0y have w di,card thl' portions of m0at I 
~HtYP rcff'lTf'd to. I Y\ ant to repeat that I 
think it n·odc! 1)(' a gooe1 thing· for Qneenc 
land. and particnlaTl:.· fo- tho meat industry. 
i' the• aathori+ic· ", :·ok off that c•mLll'g-o which 
f'xi:q-: on lH:' ,f at th~> lJ1'<''3Pnt tiHH'. ,, J far as 
Lri . ..:k0t ia C011Cflrnc;,l. 

::\Ir. G. P. B.tR:\l. : \Yhat aho"t the by­
products? 

Mr. GILDAY: I hun' no dc·il':' to go into 
this qn," d·ion further at th~ lH'C'SPnt ti11H'" but 
I -,\'ill t .mcluc!e by answe1·ing the· hon. membN 
fo:' \Yarwick. I had in mY mind somP thrco 
or four ''"l'Pks ago tht' idPa th~t there 'va:-; 
f'onu•rhing in the urgun1Pnts put up in r<'ga.rcl 
to tlw,n. l\o,'r. I arn jn a position to say 
that a fair priC\' has lwf-n offpred to bntc}u~r') 
by (:Prtain buyers for their by-products, hut 
thcv >n.ntcc! to hold out for prices that 
,-xi>: J ;-;hen thin12:s wer0 normal. At that 
tinw, hi.Jps and t..-llow and other h:·-products 
\YPl'f' at the hig-lH·"t price kno,vn in QuPcn~­
l •.ml. Tlwrv is not the slighb st doubt 
ahout that. A chaJlpngc ':'aS imc-rted in 
OJ!t' of th:• pap<>rs clwll(,nging the butchers 
to rdnt' the statomc'•lt thai the'.' lnd ':>een 
offPl'('i! a fC'rtain pricP for their h.\-procbtcts, 
and onP p,'ll)Cr ,,~f!~ giYPn pPnnis~ion to nudn• 
ihP stat~nlPnt b:v Sl'Y0ral peopl<' ~.1·ho \YC'Y~ 
\Yjllin:• anrl anxions to buy thp b,";-product· .. 
alt1wu~rh .at ·l l0~,-; prico than pr0v-ailnd h~)fore 
the' "· ar. To-day there veil! lw one' of the 
1 : rgc~t. tanne-ri(\~, ""'\en· king th:tt h:n'r f'Yl"'I' 

lK en op0rating in Qu00n~Iand. F0llmonger:v 
is goin;~ on just as fast a~,, ('V:'r, fl1H1. th0~·· 
flrP a..:king for nH n, anrl tlL•rp IS P~": .. ctwally 
:1o fonndation for !:aying tl'tt thPrc ar0 no 
lm:, t'1\3 fo_· b;·-pro{:uct::-. 

Hon. R. PHILP: Did no'' Baynes Bros. 
elo:::C' rlo,,·n Ia·st ('f'k? 

"\h\ GILD.\ Y: If the'\' did. the -,hole of 
th(· 1nn-r1 c ~~n g't\t \York 'to-lllorrow- at ·;\ ool-

Hon. H. PHILP: Do you not know that 
tlwy did elose down? 

)Jr. GILDAY: I did not knm''· If w. the 
n1,-.n (~n:).,gt'd at tlH' Ht'lnlollt ~yool-,con::· can 
!Xl't vi·ork to-n1orrow n1orn1ng, becau~c 
',1,y••n: y or 0ig-hhT nH'n arr '\"\anted for \vool­
~C"~r.ring and fclhnongc:ry. 

Ho'L R. I'HII.P : \YhPr<'? 

Mr. GILDAY: Cannon Hill. 
:sir. GtTYX: The 1~10nt tru-<t. (LnnghtPr.) 
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:'llr. GILD.\ Y: I am tc·Iling you wlwre it 
i~-at C:u1noH IIill. A;:; to tlw stnteiltPnt n•­
garchng Gy~i)roduct··, the incre ,;:it' in t.llp 
priec• of bt•p£ is o£3 13~. l~cl., a!Jd I do not 
oU]J]lose the hy~]Jl'otlncts in a W'J-lb. bullock 
'vould lH• worth more than £2 2 . lOd. 

~:Ur. HH!Il',E>: Can you tell us hm · much 
t hL\ p1 j\ (' tJl a bu1lc<:·l;;: h;:.._·) ri.·,r·n in the la~,:_ 
t\YO ye.;rs. 

:i<Ir. GILD.\Y: Yus; l can I just rose to 
l't·fute tho argunwnts which h~tve L( 'n ad­
vauee(l. and l an1 ;:,ati.s£iecl that nolJ:)(lv cuu 
refute my sbtemcnts. · 

.Mr. ~llOHG.\.:'i" (.IIurill•E): Tlw hun. mem 
her ho 11a;-; ju·.t l'l ··Ulll<'d hi··> ~eat ha·, n!ade 
ut:.t a gaud a1 gunt(•nt 1':--hY Lut:·~H.'r::> huul i 
have· ra1•ccl the1r vriccs, m!d if he· ill folio,-. 
uw for a n1onwnt aLd cL~ ck rny iignrc._;, \Ve 
will find oct <·'cactly hLP. 'things have "'O!H·. 
ll{• sai\_~ that a 600-lh. bullock ·",-auld o·~Yt~ a 
lmich_-,, a diiiPrCllcP in profit of Jl3 13~. lOci. 
between 1912, t\vu y-l'ar~ ago. anJ no\v. T·wu 
yt•ar::; UEO a lJutchpr '' :t' payiug o£1 a 1f'lQ 1LJ. 
for hi-, L. ,.f: to-clay h• is paying £1 lOs., 
:-.() that-aud I do not thiuk ar1v ruc)ubcr ean 
refute it--the differPnce is £3' on a 600-lh. 
lJtlllock. So thP butclwr i~ givin(~· £3 u1ore 
for his lH•d, and hl· i:.; gPttiug £3 16,;. lOd. 
That l<•avc·-; him ,;;th an cxtl·a vroiit of lC, 
lOd. J\" ow, is tlw hutehPr losiug more than 
13s. lOd. in regard to by-:n·odu~ts when cum­
l>arcd \\ ith two year!=~ c:lgo ·: 

1Ir. GILIH.Y: T\YO yearw ag·o the:,~ wc·re a·~ 
£1 5s. a 100 lb. 

:i<lr. MORG.\X: I thiuk thr• stdempnt i 
LornP out by the hon. nwmbPr for '1\H usvill" 
and othPr hon. ll1PtnbP1:s, that h--. o :year::; agn 
yon could buy tlwm m tlw yarcb or else­
wlwro for £1 a 100 lb. That lc:v-ps tlw 
lmtdwr with 13,-. lOd. lllO!'l' tlum two ve •r, 
ag '• but I do uot think that an,; hem. incm­
lw r cal~ 'l•m·/. that tlw pric<c for hy-proclu: ;, 
to-da;. 1s 1ntlnn 13s. lOci. of what it """'" t.;vo 
y<'ar" a;·o in a 600-lb. bulloek. So that 
whih,t tlw butclwr i:-; getting 13-.. 1Gcl. nwrc 
for hi~ lJpof. lw is losing· n1orc• thun £1 for 
hi,; l>y-produets. or a 1;,,, of 6s. 8d. on a 
600-lb. bulloc·k. And I thi•1k the hon. m<'m­
LPr ill ag-rcP with n1e \dH'Il I f'av th'lt 
l·,·agh_; ar0 not lf·' to-d .-,y. Proba:Sv. th 
<'Xpt•ns0, iR p:rf'atf'r _to-d _;~~ of runnlllg a 
butchers shop that 1t was two )Pars a;w. 
So that the figurl'~ quotPcl bv the hon. Jll<'m­
ilc•J·, ibh•ad of doing hir' 'argument ·ood. 
instr 'id of sho,ving that thf' hutcht:r;' an"' 
1naking 11101'{' profit, go to :.:how to any right­
tllinking man who will go into them. that 
he is doin~: CJ fair thing so far a· the pri<·" 
!1" i, payin,;- for hi·., lwd will allow hi!,-,, 

:'\lr. Ill"Xll.DI: '\Y l'rC' th<'y making a for­
t-nw h~-o yr:'lr:-; ago? 

}1r. ::UOI:G.\N: I do not s:~v that theY did 
not nnd:e lllOJlC'\", I think the\· did. I think 
<dl hn~incss p00plP arp 1nakil1g rnon.r;.~. but 
tlw hon. mr·nber wantf'd to show that thr• 
hutchC'T·· '\\ fTt' n1aking I:norP to-da.y than tlw·y 
\YC·\''0 111akin~ two y::ars ago, vYhr-rca.s it could 
(lasily ho ~hown that thf-'y ar{~ not n~ 'lking 
:-'o larg( a prnfit. I nn1 sor,·y that ihi~ 
motion has hf'l'n moved bv th0 leader of thl' 
Opposition at a. timf' wh~n "" great numb0r 
(lf mnplov0rs arP keeping on In~>n "horn 
thc:v could do without. 

An Hoxm;R \BLE ~.IE}!BER: Some arc sack­
ing them. 

:vrr. :\10RGAJ\": I <I'k thf' l10n. memht•r to 
point. ont cm!11DyPrs \vho arc sn·cking men. 
I know of men who are keeping on hand:, 

"h, n t' c'~ ea n do without them. I know that 
r,.. ~lL'lll tLHl' 111 tht• cuuntry. I 1uy::,elf ha\, e 
H a {~ntr tct to .... ru -fa:1 ZOO -ti.Cr<'S, 'YhL•n I 
ciid not rPl.tllY "-~tnt it de~:~.'~. but 1 ch "4ired to 
biYt' t}w lll: !.1 work at ~hi~·: !)lll'ticu}ar tiHW. 
'tilLTl' un• rthc•r, liJin(r 'th:'· tune to-day, and 
l tL\ll tlte lL,Hhr v: tTlL' 0 1 >pc>~ition and his 

l'L tlutt tl1~- i not ·(__hp tune to put cl.a~.s-
q;ai'il 1 cla.::·j. ilh·ar, hear !l \Ye want to 
1.1.\· to wu~·k lvr..~·ether. Lut iE you do try to set 
u1~ ~ ch~ u;_;;un ·t the otlwr, l know wl:iich 
~ L'(.<:ion i.-; hkf l \' lu ('OllW out on top. II on. 
1~11 ~nhc1 opJH- ~ ~!:!.',\ :-,uppc· cd to be doing 
th'- ir L•L.,t Lv \vurlciiJ';~ ... ln:,.,_ es, but by 
h:i~l;~·iug; up ;nlth'l''' o: th.i;-;- k-ind, <\lld trying 
to '':Uin ·loli.ti1..,:i l ... ~·t.k,:;. -_t·· ~he ~rader of the 
Gc \o~ition 16 u.lw.·~ _., tryit"r. to do in this 
J~ULL·l', ·~hc•Y ar•' 1·ot clo1nc; tun;. I :-;,111 -orry 
tlu.i 1H· lw.'• 1H·nughr up thi particular qucs­
tinE. L- a 11p•.•ar~ tv lrH\ a:te:· li~tening very 
{"H~,..•;_\·Jiy to til'-' s.._H.'Pche- deliverPd Ly the 

1 JdL _. and tlP_;H:tty lcncl(~l' of the 
! ," p.lll.j 0 1.llO<tion. that thiR 1.nt1tion bas 

· t·u !~W\Td for a Rp0c1al purpo~e· 
-Lot l~cc, u \' t1w r~~--·s IixPd bY the boar{J 
are oEtra~: ··mh or rDl'~, hut siLL1Jl:v to giYe 
thl' :erckr c: thr• Oppo>cti,on and his party 
~u1 (\)l)J ·t:Lni. of attacking thP personnel 
of tlw ))( "'-l'<l lH·t t.J··l' hl' had not bP<'Il taken 
i~__to the• eulllidc·nrL' of tlH· Pre::nic::: hen 
ItU __ kin.-'" tho:-l' a;>J!(liuhnunt.;. I-Iacl thQl'P been 
tiH' u1· t ,- ~:ll'Ld""!P!'' c-~- the Tra'lPs I-I all or 
Hnue }W1itic 1 workpr_.;' rP!lresentatiYC' on 
the> board. thi::-. ll>')~1on ·would not h,·\Ye 
b~·Pll :dlO"P';l, ~ tht> k lflt':!.' (; thL~ f\ppo­
~_itioll \Youl:l h'lYf' lH'Pll pPrfectly so.t~.:died 

it11 tL~· fixt•cl 11V t:~{\ board. Owing to 
tlH· ~,~~,_·t ,~ tbe hon. 'IHPnllJer ·was not ~iven 
~11 opportn:1i o~ t nndn(r at least one 1l1t'lll-
hn on P<:.ch he h;~, thought it a fair 
~~·PP(i~·tuu_if7: tn cri~i~'i·,p aH::l prrt(•t.i<·ally 
llJ·~n.-r: tL 1ll"' 1·... t.'f tlw hoJr•h _\t, 
a. ~: ·1w thi. -nr~ ~" p ,..., ,.tnt to c-.a.u<• as little 
{1i-~nrh:nn' ::.;, pr>;,iblc•. I ilLtend to qnotc­
ti-·.u:(•, to -..:ho· tlJ'lt tlH' rc!:1ilC'rP. or ·what 
P!a"c· . :.~ 1~··- np·1 lllicl,;]<'llH'll. '"ho oecupy po::-i­
tioi.l:-1 C:!.l thP OilPn~.ition l1f'I1Ch('S 11111 t ff'Pl in 
a Y('l'Y hnnlili,· til!:~· position wlwn thPy listen 
,., thP criti,' 1· dir<''"'' c! hy other memhers 
o tl-J. r:rty a~;.jn:( th-· n1idJ1lc•rnen or nltail 
r:Tocnrs 11n thi:;. ~ld.r'. "\YP notlcc that on 1nost 
c~'C·J~io-rrs t1w hon. Ill-<'r:J;cr for ::vrarFB..noa, and 
onr' {Jl t-.'. o oti1er Inidd1£'nH'n on that sidP, 
o:c·llt'.::·a11;: h'· V(' a. 1ut. to _.o:.:ty, !;ut 1,, hPI! a 
qnc·,ti<m of (,i~ ~·art jc, hcn1p: dJ:C'Fsed tl;oy 
!" main YCr silent. If would lJe VPr~· Uli1US!llg 
to lir -n· t1H; l1rn. nH· 11l1ll'"' for ::\Taranoa on the 
)Jricc fb:cd h:- this particular board. 

Tlw SPE,\K~TI: Order! I eum'2st to th(, 
h" 1. Ill' :nhc" tl•at. it i.; !lot p.·nli-irnentary to 
dPh ~tP tln· privfltt~ po:SitiorH; of hon. rn-c1nl)(>rs 
in tlw Ji<:n~,,.', Tt is a. Yer,>; cr_H\'··i ~On1.h1~ prac­
t1ce. an(1 onP ti1at I J-o not think is in Yery 
g-Jod .... 1;;::te. 

)h-. ::\lO!:G_\X: I ><-ant to -a·· that v;hile 
bon. IW'I~11H'r"' OlH'osi'P ah\·ays endpaYour to 
malce all the nolii'cal capital they can in re­
gard to n'"!P n~.:'r:-: on this r::iilo. \YO havE' to -Ait 
sil:-•nt and ta\e tl1Pir "Titi('isn1 far ·what it is 
~},.0?+-h. ~~PYf'rthf'le~::;. it n1n br n:-ry hnn1il:iat-
1 .. -~rr ;(ll' -:-)t, ·n1w-r~ <ll1 that sid0 11:ho arf' <~np:aged 
i~'-' 'irnil,,lr ilH1w"triPs. Ccrt!lin figure.~ haYe 
1-·eNl q1H1tPd in tlw 1:~1~olu daily in con~ccti<?n 
wi~h nri<:c,, and I notice- that those pncP< m 
alrnost cvt•r·~ in:-;htnce '""f'f"r to :articles not 
lll'''-'lfncturr.,l in Queensland. 

Mr. LEXXOX: Quite the opposite. ::-;-early 
all are raised lwre. 

llb. 21{ organ.] 
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Mr. l\IORG_'\.1\: I' h n·lp-; or rice manu-
iaeturerl hPrP ~ * ' 

:vir. LEXXO:i: \Vlwt about oawwal? 

.:llr. .:llORGA:r\: How much oatrrwal '" 
lll·-J..nUf<.IcturPd here': The hon. ru.::111ber 
knowo that thL•re is not a verv , L"tt deal of 
o,atrneal n1anufacturpd in (~UB(. n-:land. Tlwn, 
there arc currant~, r-;ultt:.na~. and even flour. 
::VlmnlH'rs DPllOSite knO\\ 1'eri(•.::tlY ''<'ll thut 
it i~ ncce'Jsary for us to get nc,\rl5, t\\o-thircls 
of our flour fro"\ the othl•r ShtL•s, and th~y 
kno\v Y('l'Y. 1Yell_ that freights han_' gone up, 
and tlw httle mcreas" that the lJOard ha.s 
fixc>d on tlwoe articles no douLt counteracts 
the increased COtit of Lleli\~cring the good:::. in 
QuPerrsland. 'Ve find that thP ordinarv retail 
vrice of sugar in .BrisLanp i~ 2~d. per [b., and 
WP want to show that thi, lJOanl <hd not deal 
with Brisbane only. \Ye want to ·how the 
diffprent prices that are charged in some of 
the country towns, ancl al···O to :;how the 
House the profits thH arc made in some 
localities oYer and aLon• those mpposeJ 
enormous profits made in BrisLam•. In corr­
m-.,·tion with sugar, we find that in Roma. on 
thP 22nd July, sugar was bPing iold retail at 
3~d. _lH'r l~J- The, cost oi .-:ugar at that tin1e, 
as gtnm by the ' Sugar Journal." was £20 
~5s. per ton. The cost of c.nriage to Roma. 
IS £4 lOs. per ton. making the cost of sugar 
landed at Homa £25 5s. per ton. At 3.1.rl. per 
lb., a ton of sugar would b" qual to £-32 13s. 
4d., so that the ston_•kP('iH'r in R-o:ma \vas 
tnaking (1. profit of no }p:;:~ than £7 s~. per 
ton. <>qual to oYer 20 p<•r cont. :\ow. W<' are 
told by tht• Labour daily that snPh a profit i:; 
notlnng more or lo's than robbery--that the 
)H'?Plo who h.ny from the storPke~per at that 
price 11re bemg rohbod. \Vho are robbino­
the people? Is it all being done bv on~ 
particular section? .'\.re there not · o-ood 
socialists conducting stores? Can tho l1on. 
member fm·. :Maranoa >ay hP is selling sugar 
at R lees jl!'lCe (,]1an the other storekt'Pj)Cl'S in 
Rom a? If th<- " Daily Standard " is ri o-ht 
in its contention, is not the hon. membE-r for 
:1Iar':noa and otJ::er~ Pngagod in that pursuit 
robbmg the pubhc JUst a~ mueh as the 'tOr<'­
k.eep<-rs on this si<le of the House' (Oppo­
sitiOn laug·hter.) I s;1y if it is true: if the 
"Daily Standard's" contention is true that 
th<' ~tord<C<']Wrs are robbing the public by 
makm!l' such <-normous profits-if it. is being 
done by storek<'L')lers orr this eide of tho 
House, then it is being dmw b~· storekeepers 
on the otlwr sKle of tlw HousP to a similal' 
·dPgree. .:1-IemhPrs on that side of t11e HousP 
arc alwa.ys 'villing to criticis(~ rne1nbers on 
thi:c side of the House. 

An "Hoxoc"RABLE .:11E~IBER: Political fire­
works. 

.:1-Ir . .:IIORGAX: It ma: bo politieal fire· 
\~o:ork), but it goes down with a section of 
the f·onununity, Inore o;::.porially if "'~FL" sit 
dumb and allow it '" go out without being 
contradictPd. It is our dut• to contradict 
these ~<tatcnwnts. and sho,v' by con1parison 
thrtt. although th<-rc are storekeepers who 
may be good LibNals, there are also storc­
keepC'rs \vho ruay be good Labouritcs, and 
the Labour storekeepers are ~olling no 
ch<eapor than tlw Liberal etorPkeope•rs. \YP 
haYe also had an illustration in Ponnection 
with the co-oporatiYc store in Brisbane. 

.:IIr. LEN:iOX: \Yhat do you know about 
that 1 (Laughter.) 

[Mr. Morgan. 

:\h. "'\ICJRGXi\": I know sonwthing about 
it l'P<'ause I went into that store to buv 
'"''lll<•thing. and I found that I Ponld not bu:-· 
itc ehea)JJ'l' th<·rc than l could buy it from 
Ban·y and Rol-wrts or a.ny o11H•r ;:;tor-C'kccpPr 
i1< Bricbane. (Hoar, hear! and laughter) ThP 
hol_;_. lllPlllhPr w·ho interj('ctPd is protnincntly 
conn0eced with that Co-o)wrativo Ston', and 
lw knows a great dP:d about it. If Barry 
and Robert come under the' article which 
a;Jpeared in tlw " Daily Standard." tlwn I 
can say that the Co-operativP Store 1nu,.,t 
also romP under that artic!P, be-cause tlkir 
pric·('F vq·re just tho sam~._~ a~ Barry and 
Roberts. If Barry and Roberts are robbing 
th,, pPoplP, as is pointed out by the "Daily 
St:1ndard," thr•n th.• hon. JllPlnbrr for Her­
bert and his Co-op('rativc! StDrc an• al::;o 
robbing the publir. a~ thPir prif't'S are no 
dwaper than thoo<' of Barry "ud Roberts. 

~\Ir. LE:XXOX: \Yhy don't you givP u:-> a 
tri~d 't You clo nor givP the Co-operative 
Store a trial. 

}Jr. :\lORG_\::\: y,,,, I did. I alv,a~·s buy 
W~H.~re I c:l.n buy the ( hPUlH'Ht~ ·whPther it 
i~. a political in,;titurion or not. The Co­
opr•rativc Store i~ run to a great extc)nt by 
thP hon. mL•mbPr for HPrlwrt, and if he can 
sPll flour. ricP~ bar1cs·. and eurr:Jnb; cheaper 
than those• shops where tho enormous profit~ 
arP ~uvr>o~cd to bp rnad<', thPn. as soon as thP 
jmb:ic gPt to know that they ca,n gd their 
goods clwuper at thP Co-op<'rativc Store 
that ''ton• will ha n• to put on more hands. 
bx·aus:• dw prt''·Cllt staff will not lJ,• ablP to 
t't'rYe the c•xtra cu~ton1er~ quick enough. 
ThPrP is a e"-~rtain profit neccs:·mry on dif­
fprent artidf'···· Smm' may han' a, profit of 
15 ppr cont.. and othPLi "-ill want a profit 
of 20 per ecnt. The hon. nwmber for 
Maranoa will tell von that there is onlv a 
profit of 2 per ep~t. 011 kl'rosenP. Thai i::.; 
thP profit on k<·rosoiw m<•ntimwd by tlw 
"Dailv Standard" with kcrose'ne at 4s. 3d. 
per tii1. Tlw "Dail,· Sta.JH!ard" says that 
on certain lines a profit of 40 to 46 per PPnt. 
is being InadP-on rieL', for intitancP. That 
scenu; an <•norn1ous profit. to tnake, but that 
profit is also being madP by the Co-ojwn­
tin' Store' if they buy at the 'ame pricp as 
the othe•r storPS. It has been distinctlv shown 
that the whol(•sa.lt• people have not' put up 
thP price, exPcpt on a fpw imported articles. 

:Ur. BEHTll.BI and other 0PP08ITIOX .:1-IDI­
BEHS : ThPy ha vP. 

~Ir . .:1-IORGA::\: You may be l:ble to prove 
it to yom·0clves. but no one has JH'ovPd it 
to this Hou.•D. \Y c married lhC!l 'vho go 
round to tlw stores know very well that, al­
though there is a big war on, the pricPs an•, 
jn rnany instancPs. no greater no-w than they 
"·ere four week8 ago. (Opposition laughtPr.) 

:\Ir. Lr;:s-:s-ox: You arc the fit" t )lerson I 
have lH·ard >Oay that. You aro the e'ccoption. 

Mr. :i\IORGAX: I am not the exception. I 
am not talking about the butclwre, as we 
know that lllh1t has gon<' up. \Ve know that, 
with the exc·eption of two or three artidPs, 
snrh as flour. priePs in the stores havp not 
gmw U)l. Br<'ad ha~ not gmw up. \Vhen we 
notir·e the fortunatP position whirh the people• 
of Que<-nsland a.nd _\ustralia are in with rC'­
ganl to foodstuffs, I think it is unfortunate 
that the leader of the Oppo·-ition should havP 
brought forward this motion to-day. ThiR 
motion wa, not brou~ht forward because 
tiH• prices wc>re wrong, but simpl0 to givr> 
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un opportunity to the leader of the Opposi­
tion to <'l'iti<'isl' the (•Onlposnion of thl'' priec··~ 
board in DrisbanP. He cririeioes that board 
~itnply bet>l.U~e tlwre i"- no one tht•re ·u,ho 
ha, got the "\Y.l'.O." brand on his body 
-(lau1;htcr)--or because none of thom possess 
the union ticket. That is thP only reason 
that the motion was moyed, and I 
hope members on this side will get up and 
speak on th() quef;tion. 

}Jr. LEXNOX (Herbert): I am sorrv that 
a good deal of bitterness has been bt:ought 
into this debate, when there is no need for it 
at all. 

}Jr. :\luRGAN: The deputy leader of the 
Opposition introduced it. 

}Ir. LEXXO::-.i: Tho hon. member who just 
resumed his seat introduced a lot of politic,,] 
bitternpss which was quite unnecessary. The 
Chief Secretary ,,aid it was not a question 
of politic-, and he should haye kept it clear 
of politics. 

The PRE1IIER: I did so. 

:\lr. LEKKON: The hon. gentleman did 
not ha vc the tact, or the good sense, or 
whateYer it was, to show the people that it 
was not a political matter. 

The PRE~IIER: It is not a political matter. 

.:\Jr. LEXXOX: \Yhv, almost evNv mem­
ber of every board_:Nurth, Ccntr(,, and 
South-are all of thE' one political eolour. 

The PRECIIIER: Then you know more about 
it than I do. ' 

}lr. LEKNON: lt is a pity tlw hon. 
!?'entleman did not take the opportunity of 
.appointing son1e repre~entatiYes of another 
political colour. 

The PRE:inER: That is a demonstration that 
all the ability is on the on<' side. 

}Ir. LENKOK: That is an easy way to 
get out of it. The hon. gentleman should 
have listened to somG of the requests made 
from this side, and should have appointed 
mPn otlwr than Lib<>rals to control the prices. 

The PRE~IIER : Is that your reason for this 
>pending of hours·: 

:Mrc LEN::'\! OX : Tho hon. gentleman spoke 
as long as he thought necessary, and I have 
<Jqual rights with him in giving my views 
on the matter. I want to have mv sav 
without. any curtailment by the ChiP£ Secrc;_ 
tary. A good deal has been said about the 
members of the boards. I am 4uito with the 
hon. member for JYJundingburra that the 
Townsville board is not constituted as it 
should have been. \Yhy was not the gentle­
man he recomnwnded apvointed to tho 
board? He was eminentlv fitted for the 
position in every way by exilerienco, by long 
residence in the Korth, and in tho handling 
of goods, and he knows the selling price both 
for cash and credit svstems. He was a 
man who would have been a good representa­
tiYe for such a board. Instead of that, the 
Chief Secretary and his Executin Council 
have chosen }1r. Thorpe. I know ::Ylr. 
Thorp<' very well, and I have nothing to 
say against his character. But by his very 
associations and his f'nvironment-sc>eing that 
he is a repres~.ntative of tho mercantile class 
-;-he is sPcretary of the J\,1errhants' Associa­
tion, and secretary of the J\,IastPr Butchers' 
Association-he must naturally keep in with 
tlw peopk who pay him his income. 

The PRE)iiER: What occupation has the 
other gentleman you recommended? 

Mr. LEX XOX: Ilo has been engaged for 
twentv Yean; in the grocer} and ironnlOH· 
gPry i:ra'Lle. 

The PRr;)!ILH: ~<nd he is otill managcr of 
a. gTocpry store. 

}lr. LEX:\'0~ : No. He had an iron­
Inongcry and gt'nerai stort·, sJUh:tlnng like 
that or Burry and Roberts, Without the 
clrapc>ry. He is not in with the merchants. 
He is cnti,,el: independent and free, and i! 
the Chi,,£ Secretary had appointed a man 
likP that, it would have prcvPnted any criti­
ci ,llJ of the board from this side. .Mr. 
,t;,vale3 is an en-:rrnecr-a first-clatis enrrineer 
(llcar, hear ~) ':.'i" o doubt he ha" lir:t-clas~ 
qualifications in that rcsp<·ct. He \\a" once 
mayor of Townsville, and he knows a lot 
about machinery and engines. lie i:o a very 
decPnt, upright man, but what does he know 
about the priees of goods·: :I\othiug \Vhat· 
Pver. Anothcr memi.Jcr of tht> Townsville 
board is Mr. J. N. Parkes, a ven old resi­
dent of Townsville, and .'ery well" known to 
the hon. member for ::Ylunding·burra and my­
self, but he knows nothing at all about the 
prices of goode. lk know" more about the 
price of lar1d in "lo.l'nSYille, amt about the 
formation of cornpaniF' and the sale of 
~hare~ and scrip and stock. He kno"" noth· 
ing at all about hvusehold economy. .For 
the last four years he has not been keeping 
house, but has bc·>'•n living in an hotel, and 
consPqU<'ntly he knows nothing aoont the 
difficulties that confront a housekPeper at 
the JH'C'ent time on account of the high 
priCP"> of goods. This discussion ha.s shown 
at all eyents what splendid defenders the 
m<>rehantc of this cit:;-, and of Queensland, 
have in this Chamber. \Y e ha vc had the 
hon. mc>rnbcr for .Munumba, and the hon. 
member for Maryborough, and tho hon. 
member for Burrurn all standing up and 
def<'ncling tlw merchants of Brisbane and 
Queensland. I am not aware that they have 
be0n attack0d in any way. The only thing 
I would like to sa v about the South<'rrl 
lloard-I do not kno\v what thev have done 
in the Xorth-is that they do not appc,ar to 
have g-one to the bedrock of this matter. 
Thy~ h'we begun at the wrong end, in my 
opmwn. They should have commenced by 
investigating the rm'rchants' books and find­
ing out the landed cost of goods prior to tlw 
war, and seeing that they W<'re not increasing 
their prices for such goods. If for goods 
purcha~ed since they have had to pa:v higher 
freights and insurance, they would be justi­
fied in adding a proportionute price for such 
goods. That is a Jwrfectly legitimate thing; 
to do, and nobody could object to it. In­
stead of doing that, however, the board 
shm1 eel a kind of elder<' nco to those people, 
and abstained from interrogating them: 
and, wh<>n thev had some merchants before 
th<'m. they sard theJ were not bound to 
ans\ver questjon'1. I suppos<" the chairrnan 
of the board had in his mind the great sugar 
kaiser of Australia, who declined to answn· 
questions put to him by a Royal Commis­
sion some time ago, so that :Yir. \Yatson 
vas following a good ()Xample. \Ve want a 
diffPrent clao;~ of board to that, and quite a 
numbPr of suggeetions were thrown out from 
this sidc>. Some hon. members on this sid<' 
suggested that we should have .a man who 
was in touch with th<> >Yorkers of Queens­
land: others suggested that a sensible, pru­
dent, and wise woman would be better on 
such a board than people who knew nothing 
about the cost of houseke~ping. But the 

M'l'. Lennon.] 
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Pren1ier, ignoring all these valuable sugges~ 
tions, has appointed political boards in every 
case. 

Tlw l'HE>IIER: EminentlY qualified ! 

::\Ir. LK:-.i:'\0?\: The hon. gcntlmmm ha,! 
a spkndid chance of letti"g the public se" 
that lw was nut a hide-bound Liberal, and 
that ho could ri• •' above his politic""! pro­
cliYitics bJ a1ipointing ~otneon';! nf another 
political colour than hi:c own. The hon. 
member fo•· ::\Im·rumba devot- d a goud deal 
of att<>ntion to the lwd !wing sold by the 
H.eclbunk rnp{;tvYorks. The hon. nwrnber ~ay::; 
tlwt tho-,e works are selling bri>ket of beef 
for 2d. J, l1J xa~,\~, ln·i~k.C't is bL•ing· hJld b~ 
the retaikr.J for 4~d. pPr lb. There is an 
l' norn1ou~ ri:-;P. But I would like to know 
,,.;hethc•r tlH' hon. mcmlwr. or the> hon. mem­
ber who follmn;d hiHt in desc:·ibing the 
l>eautiP" of this briskPt, would like to fped 
upon it. \V c know the reaoc,u "hy it i,, not 
permittNl to be exportPcl to the old cou' -
try. I Hm not going to say that it i··· not 
ilt for burnan corL:iU1!ll)tiDn, if pr0pl'dy 
treat;•cl. :mt at t~',' samP time I "·onlcl not 
carP about having a bit of nocluh•cl b,ef 
:-.et bpfore .nw for urPakfa~t to-n1orrow 11101'11-
iug. It i; dl V<'l'Y well for thm" illtPn';;tp'd 
in tlw mQtter to cldend it. hut I say that. 
if it ;, uot fit. for the p<'oplP 10,000 miles 
awav. it is not fit for tlw people> of Quepns­
lan(t · It is not Iahoaring the question too 
lllUCh tO LUV that, if thj~- lU('at i~ good, it 
c.nght to ]J,: sold at a cheap<'l' price. \Yell. 
·ylw is g·oing to rc.·gulah .. it if thP GoYern­
nwut 'vill not sh'P in and int~~r£ere \Yith tho:5e 
lo<'al butchLT~ who "~ant to hu~~ it for 2d. pPr 
lh. anrl "'ll it for 4-J,d.? If thP Pr•.•mit'r will 
not a~k thi:-. board to 1n·, ; ~·nt sneh pxtor­
tiou. then thi·• board is alJ·-olut 'lY nsck_,;;, 
hPc .. tu:·~ i+ is appoint"'d to ckal 'vith all the 
nc-cp··~arl(···, cf hfP. S··n10 hon. LlC'lnbQr~ haYf~ 
ccntcndPd th~)t thfl. ~-\."~ i:-:. not int,_nfh·d to 
apply to -whoJ ... :-:alf'rs. That is uttt- .tly wrong 
-it do.· . It sp<'cillcallv nwntior, whok­
f-a1er~. Tlw trouble is that the "-~.rholPsalPrs 
,,pprn to f'nj-oy :J :-:.ort of inununiL. Th0y 
an• too high and mighty to be approached. 

TlH"' PRE..,"IER: The-y hnYC' Lc>Pn approached. 

~Ir. LEXXOX : I kncrw fron1 Pxpc-riL'HC'e 
that tlw wholP,-11<'1' ore ·1pjp, qnitn a diJfPrcnt 
~neial po~ition to thP l',='t_:-ai!Pr. The rnan who 
:-;plls ~oap bv tb0 box, k0roscnp by the L'l;-,__"', 

and ::-ll Q.'ar by the h,_: (r is quite a diffPrPnt 
ruortal fnnn thP nutn 'vho ',:•11:-:: s.oan bv the 
har and sugar by tho pound. I haY<' bPPl; both 
a whole.;,alPr and a rrl-aikr. F1H1 I know th<~ 
niC'e f.CC'ird rli..:.tinction·, tbat ar(' <lrn.,Yn b.-..­
hvP•'n thP two cla>.'·CS. (L~nrdttL•r.) I cl,, not 
drav .. · thPnL The- hon. 111Pnl1:Jc-r for ":.\Iurnnuba 
~PPnl:--. to think that rnPrcha.nt:-; ,1 r<' b1YYond re­
proac·h---thut there j;, no sud1 thir)g as a 
n1Prr·hant trving tu 1nakP prPfit out of any 
11articubr cliffi"'nlty or troubh'. SuC'h a thing 
11 ,\f' nPver hr·-'11 hr:=tnl of. I "\Yould nut - :l:V 
i.hut. the.\ 1n'•r('han: arP anv 'vors0 than nther 
people or that thPy try t~> 1nakP Pxo:c bit ant 
profit, out of the nPCC" .. -,ities of oth0r people. 
I would not advanet .. :..:.ueh an nrgutnt'nt for 
a 1nonu•nt, hut I rlo sav that thC' m0rcha.nt~ 
d Bri ,,ba 110 and otlwr ·parts of Qu<>ensl and 
ar0 not all "Simon Purcs" or all ,, Truthful 
.1 anw-·cs.'' Tlwn. too. th0 hem. memb0r for 
Burrun1 us:pr0..,-0d thf· utmc.;;t surtuisn at any­
lwdv ha 1·ing the harP notion of oo.ttempting­
to llx prir-<'S for anvthing. iYhy, it was only 
lcct S<''-·-ion that tho hun. m0mhPr not only 
P:prP."vd him-,elf most Ploquentl~- and em­
phrtical!y in wpport of the llxing of the 
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pric<' of c·mH'. but he issued a pamphlet, splen­
tlidly !Jl'<'!Htl'Pcl, excellently printed, and 
"·icll'ly ci,·c·ulatl'<l, a:hocatilh>: the absolute 
ut•er,,~ity, if the Bugar iudustry of this State 
Y\' as to Le f'a Yl·d, of ha 1, ing board~ to fix tht~ 
prJ(';._' of ('.Ollll". rrhe hon. IllPlllbC'l' abo l'L'­

fL'rl'( d to the clef!irablL'llCSS of co~operation. 
l t!tink the hon. nwrnb0r for \Yide Bay also 
pok1' aLou1 the dPsirablPnc,,,,.; of funning co-

OJWratin• stons, and he spoke about thr· 
'·mastPrs of unions." \Yhat lw muano bv that 
I k~Hnv nof, The unions haYe no rnast..ers at 
-. ll. In fact. thPY do not like th<> term 
"n1 ·~tPr"; and irl the ... \ct;; of Parlia1nPnt 
that 'Y~· p::,·.·; ·FP ge:J.H'rally u ,c the "\•rord 
"Ch!plny"T" in I)laC(' of "lllUf-ter." 'l'hP hon~ 
''H l21L n1adP ~on1c• rc-lcrencf' to the Queens­
L:u.:d Cu-operativP C,~·-h ~t.Jre. The hon. 
lllL'l:llbt. fur ::\Iurilln. ulso 1nad.p a not YPl'Y 
l'OlapliLWlL ~lr~·,· rC'fPl'CllC(· to tlH• :-)Ulll(' storC.. 
_11 J d1, 'Cll"(' not th0 onlv hem. llkmhPrs who 
haYe 1nad" r· fpn)ll('\~ to that ·torP. I regrt.'t 
tq ·y thu.t i.!tt·/ hnYe trott.(•rl thi~ thing out on 
ntriou. o': ·:·a 'ions-for what purpose I cannot 
t-:Jll':'PiYP. h<- ns:' it i::::; a p,•rfcr '"1," lPgiti1natP 
bu ... oinP ~~. startPd for thf· purpose cf giYing: 
'''<_)ple not only g-oods lL'J~nnahl~~ cheap in 

T·rir r'. lnr~. ~-~oocL then arP, at thP •, ,;Irne ~ .. ilnP, of 
tlw brst quality. :IIany pPopk may sell as 
dH.•aply, b:_lt thPy caHnot giYP the ~arne good 
qu.·lity. (Laug-hl"01'.) Tlw I1ontP Secretary 
·went oui" cf hi~; v~·av Jw,t ~.::,~, ion to drag in 
1 hi~ Qu('Pll ;laud Co-~JIH'rative C. h Sto.:·c. 

Tlw Hc!:E >'EC"RTT.\RY: \YlF. vour own :,hare­
lwlclL'l' clicl it, nwl they tac\:l0d you. 

:\h. LK'\XOX: Because mv , .. hareholdPr,; 
t ,d;_h)d lll''. tln,t i:::; no n:a'.ou' 1-:hv th(~ hon. 
r:c lltler~lall oppositP ~hould ~;ct ~ ·'off his 
llipper" al,o. Thee hon. gentlpman takes a 
tL·li~·ht :n drna-gin·: in thing,, of that ,,,ort: 
bnt I think hr, ,,·pnt quite beyond the bound::; 
r:f dl .. \''1·,'--Y in l.(,fcn·jnr; t0 this ·-,tore as he 
did. ~inc\_ the storP haB bpen at.tacln'd again 
:·o-night. I think it j ., n1:_y right. as well a,~ rny 
cluj'_, .. to clc•fr'IH! it from tlw aBpc>rf>wns that 
Jnyn bce11 c_q_·:;t upon it to-night and prev-iously 
hy thf1 HonlP f;prTf't '<1",\'. On page 1854, 
YolunJc cxY., of '· Hrnsard," for 1913, when 

ppa:jlig- on the Elc('t.ions .. Art.?- ..:.\InnHlnlPnt 
Bill-aticl I clo not know what the Co-opera­
ti,-e Store hac! to do "-ith that Bill-the hon. 
gentlc)n1an said-

.. Thev had an in•,tancc in 
operati,:c con-cern ·which was 
Inaluu..red b, the hon. Incn1ber 
bert"- ' 

that co­
so ably 
for Her-

Let mP '·m· that the hon. member for Her­
lwrt does 1~ot manage the store. That shows 
the ignorance of the Home Secretary. 

The HO}IF. SECRET,\RY: You ar2 one of the 
sharPholdns' directors. If vou have no 
rnanagernent, perhnps that acCounts for the 
state of the store. 

::\1r. L:EJ\'XON: At th;,t time I was chair­
man of dirE ;tors of the store, but everybody 
knows that the chairman of directors of the 
Qucenslancl ::\" ational Bank. for instance. is 
not the general mana!l'er of tho Queensland 

National Bank. The hon. mem­
[7.30 p.m.] her for Townsville will appre-

ciate the distinction which I 
draw. The hon. gentleman is a director of 
the• Bank of North Queensland, but he 
would not like to be chargPd with any of 
the mistakes of the general manager and 
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lwld n•sporbible in this Hous0. I want to 
show the unfairm s ,,£ the Home Secretary. 
Ile went on to c~ay--

.. who unfortunat<!ly wa ~' not there. 
Ilerp they htcd an Pxample of the 
ty:<anny of the Trades Hall." 

That ha, also be0n referred to by the hon. 
membr,r for Murilla-

.. Once a Innn ·was thc)r0 he ll1ll ·t ro­
Juain there. Jie wa3 follo,ved to th(~ 
cr>urt~, if he hal>PD!lod through sickiH>S 
to fail to rnN·t the calls made on him." 

The 1Io21m SEt RETAin : Oh, yc <"<; I rc>mem­
ber :> ou cauecd bailiffs to be put into your 
unfortunate shareholders' houses. 

:\Ir. LEi\::\0~: That i, an ah<:.olnte mio 
rC!Jl'C":entat]ou~ and the bon. gentlen1an kno\VS 
it, and if he •lu·s not know it lw has no 
right to make it iu this Hous<>. I challenge 
the hon. gentleman to lllakc that shtenwnt 
out.ide the IIou•e. and I nromise him that 
he ·will get a \\Tit the fo-llo"\ving n1orning. 
The hon. gentleman al'o said-

" Bailiffs were put into his hon''' and 
his poor traps of furniture sold up." 

Tlw II021!E SECREHRY: Hear, hear! 

Mr. LEKKOK: 'Tho hon. g<mtl<'man 
justifit's that, thouf.(h it is a bsolutoh- faL 
Then the han. gendernan continue'·'~ 

'·He was not permittcd to obtain a 
!i,-elihood. Ao he had ah·ead. c<tid, 
Juan's inhun1anitv ~o man was nOt rnorC 
grPatly exr m]Jlificd than it was in the 
action of the union", of which the poli­
tical I,abour party were tlw rc•prP"'"nLt· 
tin's, than in their action of enforcing 
preference to unionist:-)." -

.\ll that was dire: ted ''gainst the Queens] and 
Co-operati,-e C'ash Ston\ but thN~ was a b­
solutcly no truth wbnt<>vel" in the "hon. gentle-
1Uau' "' statl'nient. For sonH' lJurnose-I can­
not think what it "as-merely to sling mud 
at the union, and try to discrPdit this partl­
the hon. gentkman criticised that store in 
a most unjustifiable waY. Instead of the 
Qu<''nsl:md Co-opcrat-'ve Cash Store e\·er 
bothering a man at his house with bailiff.s, 
they ga\ c tht• Trades Hall coupons to the 
Yaluc of £3,000. To H10ir crNlit be it said. 
tho'" showed their confidence in thP tradPs 
unions which the hon. gentleman sneers at. 
and the Trade<. Hall, and I challenge the 
hon. gentleman to nwntion a single case in 
connection with an;< industry in this State 
lVhC'n any trad0;; union gaye a coupon or an 
und<>rtaking \Vhieh they failed to dischan;e. 

Tho IIo}IE SEC'RET\HY: Your shareholders 
did not seem to ha'"o the same appreciation 
of you. 

::\J:r. LE~~OK: Yet tho hon. gentleman 
conw' into this House and sn<:'eringly rd0rs 
to thc> Co-onpratiYe St,>re when hP was dis­
cussing the F:ledionP Bill, \vhich had nothing 
whatever to do with the qw'qtion, for the 
purpose of morel;.· making a little ch<'ap 
J'olitical ca11ital out of an opponent who han· 
1wns to sit opposite to him. He glories in 
it. I do not know where he g<'ts his opinions 
from ; I do not know whether thev are made 
in Australia or not. • 

The Hmm SECRETARY: I do not know where 
yours are made, anyhow. 

Mr. LENNON: Probably like some of his, 
over in Germanv. P0rhans some of his 
opinions arc made. in Germany; I cannot say. 

1914--3 p 

The hon. member for \Vide Bay spoke up for 
the members of the Hrisbane 1Joard, and put 
up a ddcnee of ::\Ir. Uhl'l <,eman, but not a 
memhl'r of th<' House had named ::\Ir. l'heP"'­
man. :iiention had been made of :Ylr. \Vat· 
son, \Yho was a mercantile broker, who 
had mad<• h~s morwy through tho merchants, 
and am·one who is in that po,ition, like ::\lr. 
Thorpe: of TownsyiJle, had no right to be 
on this board. Those arc the v0ry nwn \Yho 
should be off the board-the men who PerYe 
the nwrchcmts. I do not say that tlw mer­
chants in Brisbane are worsE• than they are 
in Svdnev J'.1elbounw, or Adelaide, yet we 
kmn~ that' they arc out for profit. \Ye know 
that eyery man who carri<'-' on a large busi­
ne"'' looks for profit, and when a bourd goes 
to work and practic,tlly rais<'-' the prico of 
nearlv pyon item of daily con,umption above 
its pi·esent L prict.~, when 't}wrn is no need of 
oueh action, there is a temptation offcretl 
to thP merchantc, and if they are not all 
men of thP very highest yirtue the;, will raise 
their prices up to the limit fixed by the 
board. 

Thr• SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem­
ber hr.s exhausted the time allo>Ved him by 
the Standing Ordcc·. 

Hox. R. PHILP (Town81"i111): I am sorry 
the {li J:ussion has htkeu a V,lrt~~ turn. I Go 
not think thr,re should lw an:· ]Hl"ty f<•elin~o 
in the question of price• at all. :From my 
experience--and I have' had sodw, but not 
a great deal-it Inakr·;; no difforeuc" to a n1an 
".~hat hio politic:, ere long as the prices 
suit him. It makes no differpnce to members 
of a price board as to what th0ir politics are 
so lon.tl" as thl'Y are horwst men. I do not 
k!l(n; rnan:c o"n the<:c boards. I c<>rtainly 
know tho Korthern Boacd; and I know JYir. 
IY :1t on on th:' Southern Board. ::\Ir. \Vatson 
ha-- perhaps had as much experi•<nce in buy· 
ing and selling goods a.;;, any n1an in Qucens­
lar1cl. ond if he doc•s not know the price of 
·, -.Jods nol>odv clsr {loPs. He is not in busi· 
iu_\"i;; no\Y, but, he "·as for a long tin1e nlanag­
ing one o:' the kPene t ,:,utting grocpry houses 
in Quc<•nsland. I claim that a mercantile 
hrok<'! is not dejwndcnt on tTw merchants for 
his trade; it is the other wa1· about. TlH' 
cL<'rcantile ]woke:· is dependent on the re­
tailPr for his busin''~s; he buvs for the 
rt)tailer. " 

:\Ir. LEXXOI\": Yt>R; but the merchant who 
has stock in various lines puts them in the 
hands of the brok<:'l· to find buyers for them. 

Hox. R. PHILP: He is glad for anyone 
to buv his stock. and the merchant is more 
clepcn:dent on the broker than the broker is 
on him. 

Mr. II UNTER : You ·suggest that the mer· 
chant depends on the broker? 

liON. R. PHILP: Yes, more then the 
broker dPpcnds on the merehant. The broker 
is an intcrY!lediary who is buying mostly for 
retail hDuse'<· and he goes round to the 
diffr•rent merchants and bun where he can 
g-<'t the cheapest goods. No one can deny 
that the members of the board in Townsville 
.arc men of integrity. The board is composed 
of Mr. Parkes, who was mayor at one time, 
:vrr. Swales. and )h. Thorpe. At one time 
Mr. ParkE's \\·as the returning- officer in 
Townsville, nnd the hon. memb"r ~for HPrbort 
will admit that he was always fair and honest 
in his dealingo as ·'uch, and why should he 
not be honcBt now? 

Mr. LE:!>!NON: He has not the knowledge. 

. Hon. R. Philp.] 
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Hox. R. PHILP: I take it that he will be 
chair.nan of the board. 

Mr. FoLEY: Xo; the mayor is chairman. 

Hox. R. PHILP c \Vel!, the mayor repre­
sent" the townspeople. \Vho is more fitted 
than the mayor of a town to say wh-at shall 
be charg<>d the people for their goods? If 
the mayor does not know, I think you will 
find that the mayoress knows, and it does not 
take a man long to find out: he can go down 
the town for a ,day and fine] out all about it. 
Mr. Parkes is a busine··" man, and he will 
weigh the opinions of the mayor and ::\1r. 
Thorpe, and bctwe<>n the two he will come 
to a f:1ir decision. Xo matter what Mr. 
Parkc"'s politi~~l opinions may be. he docs 
most of his businPss with the working classes 
of Towns\·ilk, selling tlwm allotments, and if 
he has any kaning,one way I think it would 
be towards them. 

:\1r. LEXXOX: He does not get his commis­
,ion from thPm; he gets ·it from the other 
side. 

Hox. ~- PHILP: :Mr. Parke·" is a ver~­
keen busmes' man, one of th<' keenest busl­
np,, men in Townsville, and it will not take 
him a week or a clav to find out the' whole­
sale and retail pricPs of eonwwditic--. Mr. 
Thorpe is a. ('Onlnli~sion agent, and is rnore 
depPndPnt on tlw eu --tom of the retailer than 
on that of the wholenle man; he knows the 
\ aln<'S of goods wholesal<> and rNail; and 
I think :vou will find that h<> <·an be trusted 
to fix fai~r prices just as much as any n1en1bcr 
of any boa.rd in Qu<>onsland. A r<>tail grocer 
can buy his stock anywhPre ; if he does not 
get goods at prices which satisfy him in 
TownsYille, he can go to Brisbane. Sydney. 
or Melbourne. I talw it that if anyone at­
tempts to corner goods in the \\:holt:'sale 
trade. the board will lind out and ta.k<' the 
necesSary action to prevent it. There is no 
doubt that imported goods are costing mom 
now than they were before the war. but 
thoro is not much difference in the price of 
most of the goods made in Australia. 

Mr. LENN0:-1: It is stated that in Towns­
ville the prier--s have b<>cn raised from 10 to 
12 per c<'nt. 

Tho PREYUER : ::\" ot the prices of local 
goods. 

Mr. LENXOX: Y 0:--•• 

Hox. R. PHILP: Goods made in Aus­
tralia have not gone up in price, and there 
i:" no reason why the retail prices should be 
increased, if the mak<>rs of the good" ha Ye 
not raised their prices. It is a vity that 
the name of the Colonial Sugar Rdining Co. 
should have bef'n brought into this dcbatc>, 
because they are doing a vPry fair thing by 
consumers. The sugar I use costs about £20 
l5o. )Jer ton. The price of that sugar in 
London to-day is £30 per ton, and if the 
Colonial Sugar Relining C'o. had put their 
price np to £30 1Jcr ton in Australia, you 
~auld not import sugar a.ny cheaper. I be­
lieve the caneg-ro\VCP-l are very 111uC'h annoyed 
that thev arc not gettin&< more th,,.n they 
an', but: however that may be, the Colonial 
Sugar Refining Company arc not taking ad­
vantage of the situation as most people\\ ould 
do, in view of the big price outside, to rai3e 
their pricns. If there are any people charg­
ing high pricec, why do not those who com­
plain start co-operative stores? \Vhy do not 
members opposite do it? 

::VIr. LENNON: You try it. 

[H on. R. Philp. 

Hox. R. PHILP: I am satisfied, and do 
not need to trv it. The han. member for 
HerbPrt mad0 thP statement that all trade 
unions paid their debts. Does the hun. mem­
bH rPmcmbcr a. little store at Hughenden 
OilC'L' ·: 

sir. V::XNOX: Yes, I remember that store. 

l-IoN. R. PHILP: Does the hon. member 
remember how much it paid~ 

::\lr. LEXXOX: I ought to know. 

Hox. R. PIIILP: The hon. memb('r said 
trade unionists always paid their debts. 

1Ir. LExxox: What about all the white­
\\" ash ed banks "! 

Hox. R PHILP : I think all the banks 
an' paying their wa.y pretty well nms. But 
the hon. member boasted that trade unionists 
alw"o, paid th0ir debt•,, and that is my 
rea-;,on for referring to that incident. 

1\lr. LENXON: I said that when trade unions 
gav<' a.n undertaking, they did not fail_ to 
di-,chargc it. 

Ilox. R. PHILP: Tho hon. member knov..s 
that thoro are anv number of trade unionists 
who do not pay" their debts, just ~ts there 
arc other people who do not pa0 thc1r debt£. 

:\lr. LEXXON: Yes. 
1Ir. GILDAY: The hon. member for Her­

bert ')poke of an organil'\ation. 

llox. R. PHILP: "Well, was that not an 
orga.nisation at 11 ughenden ·~ It "'as a co­
orwrative trade union store. I should not 
have referred to this matter were it not for 
the aecertion made bv tlw hon. member fm· 
Herbert. · 

:Hr. LENNOX: And I stand bo- it. 

Hox. R. PIIILP: The hon. member for 
Ithaca told us that the retail butchers in 
Brisbane are charging £3 14s. per head more 
for bePf now than thev did two years ago. 
I can prov<' in two minutes that cattle cost 
them more now than they did two years ago. 

::Ylr. llcXHA)I: How much more? 

HoN. R. PHILP: I \vill tell you, but be­
fore doing so, let me say that sometimes re­
tailers buv their cattle ~hca.per than meat 
companies. do. In 1912 nwat cost 19s. 6d. per 
cwt., 11.nd the same quality of meat to-day 
costs 32s. per cwt. 

Mr. IlFXHAM: The pastoralists must be 
having a good time. 

Hox. R PHILP: Some of them arc hav­
ing a very good time. Last year meat cost 
21s. per cwt., as against 32s. per ewt. this 
vear, and cattle are costing butchers £3 lOs. 
iJel' head more now than they did two year' 
ago, and by-products were worth 30 per cent. 
more two ;·c<tl> ago than they a.re to-day. 
Again I r,ay, if anybody is dissa.tisfied with 
tho price of meat, why do they not start a 
co-opcrath-e butcher's shop. The hon. mem­
ber for Ithaca has been a butcher, and he 
~an go into the yards and buy cattle a.nd 
slaughter them. 

::\1r. HcXHAiii: \Ve have "not the capital. 

HoN. R. PHILP : Capital is nothing at all 
to hon . .members opposite; they are always 
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boasting· in this Hou3e that thev o'vn tho 
capital and produce all \H•alth.' Whv do 
they not U· · 'ome of it in the wav I 'have 
Bng·ge:.tc'd 't Tho be·!t l.,,•ef put thr0n

1
7h the 

Ht•dhank ,:Yle. twork, is not wid in Qncc·ns­
Jnnd. but i~ (hi1nwd hmnc. ThP t-itutf thPv 
··t·ll here is nnt. their best, and what is mor~:. 
tlwy do not d<>livPr it, but get the cash at 
the> work·. \Vhat. meat tlwy cannot export 
tlwy '"ell here; I do not sa· it is Lad. but I 
Ray it i~ not o: as goo(l qi:1ality as yon get 
from thP butcher. Thcv are not retail 
I mtelwrs at alL Thev oniv sell it hero bo­
(· 1u:->o i hP:,~ <annat. p}q>ort ~ it. and that is 
\\ hy they can sell it cheap. \Vhat I would 
rcC'ommcnd to anybody •d10 ic: cli, •. ,.tisfied 
with tlw JHF'<ent I?ric~s is to start something 
on tlwn· own. T1w hon. member for liPr­
bert ill tell vou that thr rc is not much in 
g-rocPriC'R, ''-'h~}p;;;ale or ftctail, Lut. to n1v 
min.], thl' ]Jeoplc wh0 hav<' made the mo;t 
o!rt of groc0ries are the retailL•rs. CornpPti­
tion b ·tween the \Vholcsalers is so kt•cn that 
there I'< ,·ery littlD in it. 

::llr. II DXTER : There is Ieos than in the 
retail. 

lioN. R. PHILP: That is what a rr·tailt>r 
.~a~ .. "'· I hf!xe SP<'n retailer.-, llP· ~.,;,_•lf. a1na"'.s 
Incans and rL tire. ~\1:~ old cnil{'ague. the 
bon. nlt rnl_:t•r for ::\Iundino·lnura tPils l:ll0 
that his friend has rPtirod. I1" \Va~ a retailer 
f~n· t\·,{'I_lty ;p:Ars, and I suppose hl' ha..;; re­
tired \'lnth nw~tns and has (:·.;lle vc•ry ·well 
oni of it. • 

:\h. FOLEY: HD was sa.-ing monPy. 

Hox. R. PHILP: All thr• more c• L•dit to 
him. It is the same with the r.<'tail groeer 
or draper. And as to this class distinction 
bc•twccn tho wholesaler and retailer. I lwvr1 
be;·n both, but it CPrtain]y never made a bit 
of diffprc'ncc to me whe.ther I was behind 
!he counter or where I \.Ya8. I take it a 1nan 
1' u man whether he sells retail or whole­
sale. and it is a pity that the han. member 
for Herbert shou:d make the distinctiOn. 

::\Ir. LE:-!liON : You were in societv and I 
was not. • 

Hox. R. PHILP : He was a h•ading mom. 
1Pr of socJCty and I neYer was. (Loud 
laugh.tPr.) This Act ".as passed to help the 
\'! odong classes by SPeing· that no unscrupu­
lous storPl<cPpcr or merchant advanced his 
goo<b, and if it fails we must trv to alter 
it. lmt up to the present tirnL·. so far as I 
know. there has ?een no groat neNl of it. 
l only want a httlo sugcer, a little clean 
s~1gar. I lead the simp!e lifE'. I have por­
ridp;~ for rny breakfar-:t 111 the n1orning, and 
nothmg ehe, and I think it would :,o a good 
thing for tho people if thc·v took mm;e of 
that and less meat. I think' that we should 
ail lead the simple !if<) for " connie of vears 
no,\·. It w~mld be a bplendid thing. because 
for some hm0 past everybody ha .·. been too 
extravag-ant. Look at the enorn1ous a1nount 
~pC'nt in pionos and motor-cars! It would 
nry likely feed a million troops for year. 

l\lr. THEODORE : 3s. a day do not buy 
111-utor-cars. 

Hox. R PHILP: There is nobodv in 
Quct'nslancl working for 8s. a dav nm,: At 
11ny rate, all class< '• both rich" and poor, 
haYe been far too extravagant. Look at the 
picture shows every night. Yon see, night 
aftN night, women with children in th0ir 
arrn:-, going to these shows, and the same 
applies to all amusements-racing, and every-

thing else. \Vhy, at one of the races the 
other day, no less than .£18.000 went through 
the toLtli;.ator. 

l\lr. THEODORE: TakQn out of the \YOrking 
!Han's !)OCket. 

Hox. R PHILP: I will tc•ll ,·on a btory 
about the V\'G"'king nu~n. 'YlH~n l \"a;; pl'("'i· 

dent of the nlC'at co1npan:y. I kut>w a. 1Ha11 
1..vho v:; as verv stcadv. I 1Hf't hi1n later o_'"l 
and a:;;kcd hiu1 how" he wa~ g(_ltti11g along. 
He s:~id, '' One time we• u~r'd to put ten bob 
on u horse, novv v~o·c put .J:-5." I \Vas very 
::.orrv to lwar it h0eaww thev have been 
haYrng good ti1nds latP]y. I hoi)c that thu;e 
b;,,J tim<''• will make u' more economit·al. I 
kno~>· tlnt the bad times bc•forc put many a 
man on his mettle, and he came out of them 
a better man than he was before. At all 
<'Vl''lt•, ihi,, Dill was ]ln'"<'d to helv the 
working man. to trv to rl'liL'Y<' the wagP­
f'arnc;_· who \Vas getting goods frmn retail 
shops. 

Jl.1r. THEODORE: ThC> GoYernmcnt have 
made a farce of it. 

IIox. R. PHILP: I do not know all the 
men OH the boards. lmt all the HH'n I do 
know arr• strictlv · honom able men; m<>n 
who can be trust"ed bv :1oth sides. (Hear, 
hf'"' r !) I do llot loi·.V•; ·what th(' hon. rnf'nl­
bpr's occupation \Vas. \Yhether he f'Vt:\r '1olcl 
o·oods, but I can tdl him that the otore­
kPepPr·' do not often get the best of it. 
'"'iHciallv on a goldfi·,ld or a tinflPld. and 
tht'Y are r!Ore to be piti0d than to be 
blamed. 

Tlw SPK\KEH: Ordt•r: Th0 hon. m<>m­
ber ha" oceupicd the tinh• allowHI to him by 
the ~t'dlfling Order. 

::\fr. BRRTRA::\1 {_l[!ln,): Hon. members 
on the othPr sidP of tlw HousP who are mer­
chants ha.-c indignantly rC>pudiated tlw ~ha~ge 
that has been nutde bv nu~rnber;, on tlns s1dt> 
that wholesale prices ·han' hePn raised; but 
it is a remarkable fact that no attempt has 
be0n madP to r0fute the statPmcnt that 
ap)H'ared in thP '·Daily Standard " some 
davR ago. I have in n1v hand a letter, n:~ 
('p{ved iron.J a J'etailel' ii1 this ('ity, :shtnvin;; 
that whole,calc pri~t'S haYe ad.-anc"'d. and it 
is a surprisin'S thing that neither the hon. 
rnernber for l\Iaryborough nor the hon. mern­
bPr for 11urrurnb:~, \vho ,,,o indigr.;.antly r<'pu~ 
diated the sug~.(eotion that the prices had been 
raised~ did not reply to those statPrnents. 

Tlw PRE>IIER: \Yill you mention the lines? 

1\Ir. BERTRA::II: l:r-·. I nl[.de inquiries 
frorn a sonle\'\ hat pron1ine1~t retail fir in the 
city rPgardiD'"' -.vhol('''alP pdc''" nncl hf' :::np~ 
pliPd me with " list. whi"h I propose to n•ad, 
~hov.-jng the prie(\s b(•fort' th0 \Yar and tho 
pric0s aft0r thP \r tr began. and I want to say 
herC' thai theRe advancP:-:.. \YPru rnad0, not ou 
g-oods i1npnrted since thP \var b('g._dJ, but on 
goods th :t "~.\'ere in ~tof'k in thn nit'rehnllt's 
WJ.l'('house. I will read tht'lll. rrhe D1t'r­

('hant's pric·· for flour before cb·~· ,,·ar was 
JJ8 15·, ; it .now is £10 10,, per ton. Crt'am 
of t utnr ·,',as lOb d. pc'r lb. befure the war, 
and IlOW is 2s. 3d. Fine salt was £3 15s. 
P·Cr ton. •nd """' is at £4 15s. Holbrook's 
,.met' wa·' Ss. 7~d. per clozen, and now is 
lOs. 7~d. 

Th0 I'RE}IIER: Thev ha.-e not been dealt 
with. In an? Lae.e, w~ can do w;lhout that. 

:i\Ir. BERTRAJ\1: I know wrv WPll that a 
numlwr of tht>se lines are importC'd lines, but 
I say that, owing to the fnct that they were 

Mr. Bertram.] 
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in1portf'cl h•fon' the ·war, the n1erchants aro 
not 'ju;;;tifi()(l in 1naking thP~C adYaiH'r·", To 
proc;P('Cl. )lorton';-; pickle;:; \Yere lOs. 6cl. p('l' 
dozPn, a.iHl 1Hn; ar:...' 12~. y·an 1-Iout,,:n':= C'b oa 
·wa~ 3,-:. ld .. no\>. it i-, 4~. :\lorton's 5-oz. ca~~tor 
oil, pricL' before tlw \\ ar, 4s. 6d. per J.oz_,_,n, 

now 5 '· Jd. P('l' dozen; J\Iorton's 
[G p.m.] 5-oz. oliYe oil, price before the 

var. fw .. 6cl. \)ll' doz('(j, now 6". od. 
per dozL'll; C~'rbidt._l, pric:e before tht' v:;ar. 
14:• 9d. JWr C\• t., llOW £1 1Js. Jll'r < •.H. ; all 
kindf' of tin1n:d fi~h. whlch are larr?;elv used 
by tlw workin~~ eL.~s,c",, have ac~Yan('0d ·ls. pPr 
dozen; and kPrcb.::>lw has advanct~d frorn 8s. 
pPr ~a·,e to 8 :. Sd. pc>r CJ.se. 

The Pm: •:!Lie : 1\ ot yet dealt w;th. 

::\lr. TIERTHJ,::\1: \Yax w'tas, price bc'cne 
tlw war, 3~. nd., JH"': 4.;. 6d. '!'he writer of 
this lPtt"r c~._m,, ',udc~ by saying--

.. You will :O:l'<' by th~:so few prices thrd; 
it ; · the men hant and not the retailer who 
i~;; r<>pon~ibl0 for th·• risf\ and who is 
takiug evpry po~,~iblc advantas,, e. ThP fc,v 
line•,, ff_UfY:-Pd arc just p~irL:-~ular liiH ~:;, 
picked out, but not all, by a11y n1eans." 

I <'Ulltencl. "·ith :he• hon. nu•mb<•r for I1Prbc rt. 
that this bo,nJ has bPgnn at tht• v;,Tong end. 
c1nd in3iL'Ucl of dealing v:ith tho retailt>r thev 
,}wuld lLY<' dPalt With the "· hol>c .ler fir,t. · 

Tlw PRc\IIER: \\'e v. J.nted to protcet the 
eoa::.unlPr quiekly. 

lllr. BERTRXC>.I: In almoRt C'YC'l'Y instauce 
it i~ tlw 1.vholP t.Llc•r vd1o iH re'".ponsible ~or chc 
adva:H·e in p:i.'iC'e. Speaking gPTit'l'ally, 1ny 
<'xpPrienC'f' i::. that the rL•tailPr doc-; not cb.!l'~n' 
{•xtnrticiwt·~ pri( ,~;;.; and one of the fir:--t dntiPs 
of tbc buanl wa:" to han' d<alt '' ith the 
rnattc.:_';5 I l'aYf~ rcft'ITcd to. 

Th(' PHEJ.HLR : The coJL.tuon rwcr •;o_,',,\l·ies of 
lifP ha \' b 'en dealt ith first. 

.:1h. BEH.TlL\:11: \Ye knmv that tinned fish 
is a <.'01l1IllOll nc•cp~~·J.rv o£ liiP. Thm·e in 
:'C'~trePh a fa1nih· that., doe«,, not Uf'P tinned 
fj .. :h two o- tin·,,,; time" a w00k. This he ;rcl 
would haYe hen doing· better work h.1d th,•y 
dealt wi~h tho mPrehrrnts insLad of dc!Lling 
-with the ret~tiler. !-I nd the PrP1.:.1ier ~:Jeen 
unxiou,, to appoint an absolnh•ly impartial 
l>oarJ. h' woul<l haYe rdt\J,inPcl from appoint­
ing. on his O\Yll afhnission, (l. strong political 
supportPr of his OWl!. \Yith other memhers 
who han• c•poken on this side of tho Hous<'. 
I think tlw chairman of the lJOard .• hould not 
han• bec•:t appointPd, fur the reasGn that he 
i' r.-Ptting his liYPlihood hom the unch&<lts. 
Th·<t fact cannot be gainsai<l. :Mr. \Yatson 
is a JrokN' who, I suppose, "·ould hesitate to 
do anything that is going to hurt the feelings 
of -!...hr rnerchants. 

ThP PREC\IIER: You mean :Mr. \Vatson 
would not: he is a man of integrity, which 
you may not be, 

::'-i[r. BERTRAM: I claim to be a man of 
as great integrity as the friend .of the Pre­
n1iPr. 

Tho PRE}IIER : You cannot impugn his m­
tcgrity, anyhow. 

Mr. BERTRAM: I am not impugning his 
integrity. but I say had the Premier been 
anxious to appoint an impartial boar<l he 
wouM haYe refrained from making that 
appointment. 

The PRE)HER : :\' ot at all; he is the b'est 
man. 

[11fT. Bertram. 

::\.Ir. BERTlL\.:0.1: It has bren ::aid that thc­
mPrdunts do not compPl the rotailers to 
chargt' a Ct'rtain llricz·. The han. lllC'Inber 
for :liurrumba indignautly rqmdiatc•d tho 
cha~'ge tl1at lnPrehauts sornetin1es con1pe1led 
the retailer to charge a certain price, but he 
1nu::;t know that in cPrtaiu etP·· the retailer 
darp not ,ell at le'·S th;m a cerhin pricP. 

:llr. FoR,;YTH: Do von '·av the whol<'sale 
rn('rr1lant forces then~ to cl1argo a certain 
price? 

:O.Ir. BERTRA:M: Will the hon. mc•mbt•r 
say that tlw O:·iental Tc·a Company do not 
compl'l the retailer t,J get 1s. 6d. per lb. for 
their tea~ 

Dtr. FoRSYTH: I it. is a proprietary 
linP. which is a diffl'rcnt thing altogether 
frorn g<<Wral grocer2~ lirH"'s. 

:Mr. BERTRA::\1: Tlwrc arc a numlJer of 
othc:' lines, and we know that in manv cuses 
the rL\t ait~r is C011lpcllcd to charge t~_,_~ pri,,.._, 
didated by the merchant. 

::VIr. Ll xxox: The same "ith the price of 
tobaeco. 

~Ir. BERTRAJ\1: Y{•.s, the <nnw with 
tobacco and a nuinhC'r of otlwr liiH'S. Bo 
much has I)('P!l s.,id during this debat<• tha1 
l <10 not prO!)O;•P to O-CeLlpy 1UU{'h Inore ti1ne~ 
I holH' sonwthing \vill lH' dorw to SC\' that 
priu··. ace not fixed at an lPtrluly hi~ 1 1 rate. 
To 111y ·llind. th1· fixing of prices at a. higlK·r 
rntt• th&u tlw:-;o ohtaining at p:'e·::-cnt is an 
int.inv::tticn to the n•t.\ilPr to advance prit es, 
and it vdll be tak<•n as snrh. Sonwd1in~ 
should lH· donC' in tlu• nPar fntnrP to COillpt'l 
thi' hoard to -dl':ll with the hoiPsaler, an<! 
nut to pay so Inuch :tttf'ntion to thf' rc+ ..1ih•1'. 
I think. wi~l, tlw dc>puty l0ackr of the Opp(J­
:-;ition. th::Lt th" board hn~ sho,vn a v, .:akn~:· ''· 
Tlw ehairnwn of the board, ~.dH'n askin~r a 
qnP:->i .ion, hL::, pref.aePd his quP~tion by aln1ost 
1nakirH~ an apology. I undPr:-.tand that this 
l•ourd lns pkn·rr:· po';<cr,, ancl why ·.lid not 
tl1P elwi'"mun of the bDrrrcl compel eoml' of 
tho·0 witne.'·r< to nph· to th'' questions in-
,. ;_d of ev Hlihg them? 

::\Ir. THEODORE: He: did not swear them. 

:O.Ir. BERTRA~I: I understand no witness 
has bePn ,;nvorn, and had 1-he chair1nan done 
his dut,,- he wonl'l hav0 c·omjH•lkd some of 
the prominc>nt witnesses who have lwen before 
him to rc>ply to the questions that were 
a"kecl. 

::VIr. HU::\fTER (Jiarowa): The PremiPr. 
in replying to the question rai· .. ccl by the 
IPadm· of the Opposition, sad that the test of 
qualification of the hoard was the n•,ult that 
hac! been issrwd. \Yell, if we take the result, 
then w<' can find no qualification whateYer. 
\\'hat is the result? As we fin;:] it to-clay 
puhli•l1ed in the Press, thf're has been a 
n1aximurn prir 0 fixed v:n a fe\\' of thP 
net ·,SlUe'; cf life. I do not propose to 
indulge in any warmth on this matter. J'.Iy 
<\1inion is that uniWCf'Psary warrnth has bc'~'n 
imported into the discussion. The objc>ct of 
tlw lead0r of the OppoRition in introducing 
this mattPr wa•. to p]icit information, becau,e, 
according to thP information received up to 
thiR stage, it i~ d0ar that the hoard is not 
going about this business a' the House wish0d 
it to go. Thf'l'c' wa;s no intc>ntion wlwn the 
,\ct was passed that the board should <leal 
only with the rf'tail storekee pcrs, but aho 
\vith the merchants and manufacturers, and 
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:more ospc,__·ially ·with the rnanu:.'rtnrcrs, be­
can~l' tho Jnanu~acturprs have a l.rarn·e :-~iv in 
~.r}utt tL pri~t':-:. rhall b{', a1\(J it is n~ nso~ the 
Lull.. IHPinhnr for .':.\Inrrtunba :;uying that tb-~ 
.~t'tadprs a1o not cornpolh_,d in soniC' d~·(rrcc to 
c-h~~n:5y e~q_'tain pr~ct':::.. In nwnv Lt'·-!_-~ th<ir 
· npplic' would h~ cut elf if till v darcJ . to 
fi·.•ll V.1H1~r a cPrtain prkl'. ThP "hc:l. nH~ln­
bc•r for \'ran, :c•k kilOWS that Yfl'}" v·ell. 

:\1r. G. P. BARXU: A Yery Pxceptional 
thin:r. 

:\Ir. Hr::'.;TER: \Vith ewr:: prop"ictary 
JinP in the ruar1:l~t. 

The l)EE,,!IEH: Tiavo vroprictar\- lines been 
<lc .dt with;· · 

1 
.:\lr. HC:'\TER: I hold that all lin· shonl,J 

~)n \h rt 1
1 ,;-ith a~ quidd..,- p_,_; po~-·-ihlP. ~\.·., it is, 

thv Inn-;~ 1.llllHlrtant foocbtuffs haYe not bPf'n 
dp~·d<-, With :~ (~t. ~.\. con1rnon and nu~essarv 
I~uu":· c1old nc· f-..,_..,Jtv-Huur·--ha.-; not :>L'Pil 
tOU('IlCd ;. :·t. Jn ()np•·n -laud fl:Jtll' ; PCUt' 

~lp in I i'i'. f' :<iLe~~ ~L· ,~, ll', and in odwr ~~-{ .te:-. 
1t h ';.s lwon reduced. 

. Tl~e PHE)!IER: 'Yhat i ,, tho pric;? of flour 
"' 2\:ew South \Ydos South -\u't .. ·dia and y·if'toria '? ' ~ '., L {.' 

::'lir. II 1:'::'\TER: I k:•ov. sire p thP 1\ ar it 
L·ILP do'"""ll 10:-:. pPr ton iu \Y{ rtTu ~''l..ustrulia. 

11:~~ P1-E:.\HER : It has since been inereascc~ 
m \1 r tern .\ustralia. 

:\Jr. HU::"\TER: I am quite prPnared to 
t~du~ .th~ han: r··nnthmutn'~ '\YOrd, i( he says 
t11at ~~ .tHLS _1ill't\ lH•C'll i:!:H']'(.). ":•d ihPl't': bl1t. 
c ron thrn it h·,o only gmw to thn pric" it 
Wt...; wht·n tlw war bro\e out. \vlwrc"s 111 
Qnt~ensland flour· hnc: bc•(•n inrrea: <l hY £? 
to "vS: 5-,. pf r to11. · 

:::\lr. G. P. B_\RXES: vnlat is the vrico lll 
\YPst\·rn ~\ustralia 'f 

::\lr. He:\TER: I am not m a pc •ition to 
say~ 

Mr. lllomux: ·what is the priee in Roma ·~ 

. ::\lr. HCNTER: I will deal Yrilh Homa. 
In n_1y O\Yn_ ti_,nc.. \\~hat \Yas thP objl'ct of 
pa" mg thiS legF-Ltwn? \V Q'' it not to 
ha YO llOV, p~· to t~cal \vith thi~ qno.~ :iJn of in­
~'rPa.'":l(•tl pncc;-:; ': Th0:·o is iri hmnnn n·J.tUl'C!, 

J 1n~t_ a1nong retailers aR arnong lrhoko:aler;:;:, a 
{l{ :u·p to gPt a~ n1uch a..- th~\Y e~f1l, pa,rti­
<'nlarl,Y if th<'I'P is Hll~\·onp \Yant'iP,'' to '"nPf'll­
lat~ on thP s~uff thPv sell, and tllP e!; ill'L< 
fp, ~. If ther_ 1s to b,. flH'f'-;.l- ·-i.cn n,· ,)rf 
tL '". th, -v· lu:n. n::- lflUf'h rif.;,dt to ;.;p~}( nbJ ·, 
on_1t as a;~yonc c 1 -·r~. ThP boards were ap 
pomtcd un_C!er tb" autlwrity of this Ilonoe 
and \Y<TP r:·.~. ,·pn plcr:.nn.· po\'i- (•rs to IH·c•y·,nt tbp 
\Yhn,J(•s<.dPr::: and rC'tailers frotn l)(•cu1ating In 
fooq·,·tufr~. wh0thcr l<.callv n1annfa·dvrc:l 0 ,, 

irnpc~rtr 1. ThP idPa vYas ·to prevent -anion;, 
holdmg ~locks and makin:; a prdit out of 
tl:P ~trc,;; that \\'e arc• like]}; to !""through. 
\\ ha• ha h'!npencd: _\s ,,hown b- the hon. 
lll<'mlwr for :\IareP, first of all tlw' wholp·,nl'' 
hen;'('•\ pu; np ]>ric .; lw 12 1 to 15 rer cent. 
on ilw etoc'" th00• held. 'Th"t ·:"' not a 
fair thing to clo. If thP board had dono 
what t!H';I" \\'l're nn:>ointNI to fl<J they · hould 
han• itlf:nir<>d in I{,· the who]p of': hat' matter. 

.Tb, Y f'hn11J;l haYC' had S\\·orn { Yidenc~ and 
tht• p~·oclnebqn of docnnlPnt•", :1-nd thf"Y shc~:lld 
have ordC>rPd thar thP prif'p.;.; bo n .-1,1ctHl if 
thPrt" ;,.vas rn inr"'(,;.;5p in tho nrlf',-· a:t~·r v,a.r 
\·;aA d.·~elarf'lt PXC'P!Jt Y\'hPn- thPre '\:,a< au 
~n.rrPn ·" il.l th(\ Janr1ing- C'harr;c~. snch a~ 
n1ghPr fr-~1 ,-l:lt·; {tnd hi,.)lPr in :ur_-,nu~ anct 

otlwr mattr•rs of that cle<:·ription. 'Cnle"' 
th"y <:ottld show that tlw landmg cost was in­
en" sod thcc·e should bo no inerc'aco in the 
'elliHg price fer r•itlH'r retailn·• or whole­
salers. 'Ihnt is the a·. titude 1 talw up in 
regard to thi,:; Ina(.fpr. The hon. lllCi.llbor for 
JI.Iurrumba told us that the wholcc,ale houses 
had been \vaited on. 'The board wa., not 
askod w wait on the whole ·,ale house c. Thev 
were a· ked to deal with the question o.f 
prices, and, if the;· wanted tlw wholpsale 
merch::mts, the1· should lun" snmmoned them 
to appear lwforc them and sworn thorn to 
give their m·ir!eme. Thr•y should have com­
pt•lled thc•m to submit their papers, docu­
n1Pfltf:, inYoil e~. jnsurancc bill:-:, and eYerv­
thing else, and let th" board sec- that t11n 
Ilri.res they chargf•d w;\r0 the prices that 
the;~· charged before the war. The boarci 
~1U' not cntPred into the spirit \Yhic:h ani­
mat' d tlw Home whc•n it !'af''' d this legisla­
tion. l do not want to make political 
(_ npit~1l out of this. I only ,~·ant lo ~0c 
that the people r:re not charged more for 
:heir supplies ihan they paid bdor<'. \Yhcthcr 
a man is a rctailPr, or 7. v,·holc::.---tlf..!r. or 
wheth('r he is a Brisbane or a \Y estern 
Quc·cndand n1crC'hant. whcrP t. xr'C':"f'iYf' pricP:-; 
nrc ehHg-Pd thev mn'• lw dc>alt with. I 
shonlcl likP to · thP 1lL''.rd d0al with tlw 

ho1P I( t pf thern. aud US<l thP p<n', 0r 

'· hich is "'in'n to tlwm bv tlw _\ct. Tlw 
hdll. rnc-rnbc r for ).furrunlba f..tatf'd that 
thr : h- ·1 to takP into con:;idf'raricn cf'rtain 
e1·a·i·;;<- tluo' h~d hPc'll impo. ed. \Y P know 
that tlH' r ·v:.,t i·o not tl.:P :·.anH' for landing 
-rc Jc1s in d~ff,_ rPnt ~hi}Pllents. pn•n although 
thP orir::::lnal ( o~t i::-; thP f','1filP. ThPrf' j,, ah.vays 
:, n"!argin ;T:hi<'h iq allo\vPd by storek(~8pPrR 
to ma k<• np for Pxtra incirlPntal• of th, . .t dPs­
< ,·iption. \VP do not want the hoard b go 
.;::1to Lt0 1L·'.tt·:'r L" fin •lv that. ~..\.11 "'' e a:-:-;k 
tlwm to do ;,, h de.'.] fairlY [,,-hyepn thP 
nH'rch~:Dt antl tL. C(i\l~Un1Pl:. nnd to fill 
thP '[lo-iti.m LS rf'jHc~rntativPe of the board 
~-nrn<'" hat in the waY that thi~ House> in­
tended thev shonld do 'vhen we nasscd the 
Act. \YP :~rt' tolrl that th.· Colo;1ial Sugar 
Rr,fining Co1npany reduced tlu•il~ price of 
Fugar in,tec;-1 of incrP-I'ing it. \Yo knm• that 
the f1o1onhl Sngz'r Refilling Connwn:v· re­
durPd thP priPe of "'gar twice lwh;·pC'n tho 
1st and 7th of ,Juh-. That was before the 
rar. The probabilitiecJ are that it would 
Pot h,, vc lwpn rFdncPd if theY had known. 
T inqnir0cl of the manag0r of the Colonial 
Sng-ar RPt:ning Con1pnny and s;r,ot tha.t infor­
,.,,ution to-day. as I did not know anything 
about the price of su!l"ar. and I did not 
know tho price for the In •t three or four 
Years c:s a mattPr of fa~t. I got th0 infor­
Inatior~ fron1 hi1n in vie\v {)f t--~·hat \Vas 
eominr; up ;n the House to-da~·. I know 
it is a f'OI111110TI nracticP for fl.onrn::.iJl(•J s to 
rPduce the nrice of flour. and I supposp the 
n~ar c nn1lanici clo the ,...,mno Bt certain 

thnes in the ::c:tr. \.YhPn a big cro!-, is rhont 
t" b<' h· r '" ... I. tlw f'mrr"1ill<'l'>' a1•d tlw 
"U!rar cowpanic, drop thP pri~0. and irmnC'di­
aipb· thPre is :1 corr('sponding drop in the 
price of thP raw material. In rpducing thP 
prie(' of sugrr, th0 sn;:;ar eornpauy "\voul~I 
lo ,, a f<'w hundrPd pounds in the !'ric<' of 
th0 rcfin0d ·,ng-a,r, hnt thPy \vonlcl gain c·orno 
tlHHl~J.nrh of nounds in ihQ ac~onnt th0,.,. 
haw to pay f~r the nw article. That i• 
done lr,· t}w flonri~1iUf'l'S, ard I ,'In 1> t :'·Ul'­

pr?·-- d t'1 hP1.r that tho sn~ar ( (Jll1!1anies do 
tLC· ,,.1Jl1P. Th, Pn•1niur -., ~~n1·: to think that 
L-\(' ~ ·~("· th:'-1 he ll'ft' are c olJPhlP u. iiiFling 
out the prices of goorls, PV<'rything is ail 

l!Ir. Hunter.] 
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right. That is not tlw only qualification 
that the memlwrs of the board should hold. 
It is nccnssarv that the mpmbers of the 
boards dwuld be possessed of other qualifiCa­
tion lwsicks. \Yhat is required of them is 
a bcttn sense of justice and fairplay and a 
dc~ire to carrv out the intention of Parlia­
nlent, 'vhich ,~·as responsible for their exist­
ence. The board in the South docs not seem 
possei'sed of tlH.-'<' qualifi12ations. I do not ;::.ay 
fm· one mou1o•nt that ::\lr. \Yatson doe' not 
know as ac<'Ul'att•ly Hlld as minutely the prices 
oi '.::trious artielr-~ of coninH·rcQ in Brislr1ne 
as anv other ma.n hen·. But I do think th"t 
the lion. th<' PremiPI'. if he had bP<>n desirom 
of appointing an i11depend<•nt board '' ho 
""~.\ ould have <'onsich•red all tlw cir<'1l'll"'.tances. 
that he •vould not han• sPlected any political 
friPnds whaten·r. I shoulc! ha vo thought 
that he would haw• gouP out anc! obtai1wd 
1.non of inch~lJCrHlenfi C'h::l ractpr, who would 
he pw>R<'·."cd of suflici<"lt ability to be able 
to trace fron1 its ~~ou:rce of 1nannfacturp and 
the de'-'p'lt;·h l1f f!·JOll:J to the Ycry rlv0r of tho 
merchant's :;to•·e, and then bo able to sav 
what is tho 1·ight price to charge. I c!o 
not say tlut any merchant Bho!:lcl be askrcl 
to A,,·,ll for k t1:J.n \dl l.t hC' }uv; c~onn 
hitherto. ! say that tlw object of pa' in?," 
thL· ... \ct \'n::-5 to fix: a fair price, bnt not 
a n1~~xinnun lll'icC' oYer ancl ahoVl' thr' 
priC't•:;; cbAu·gt•d to-cla~-. (~.;!H'cially as t.hry 
havo alread~.- hc\_.:lJ :i'd\ a~H)Pd on account of 
the ·war. Tlw lH'0}-'>"'1' thin..:; to do \\-:.;uld br, 
to ordPr that the wholP:<l1e 1.1ri< :•.-: of ~oorl" 
in ~tock hP not incr,~·rhf'd ahoY~ ''hat tlwy 
v.erc• L(·forp thn war. and thLt rr'~lil }H'ict•s 
be ha."'d on what they ,. oro b<•for<' the war 
c·oinnH ncc•d, ·,.vith a }H'~'C'f·nt<l.~P add<'(} for t~w 
\Yp ... hq·n <listricts to cover tlw cost of I -;in·,,' 
down "'oc:,· The !ton. m~mlwr for :\1nril];, 
.and tho hon. member for Burrnm were ;rood 
Pnong-h to thk if I endon·cd thP ;:.;t:-ttcnlcnt 
\Yitb ,_rP:/.rrr--1 to tlu• priee.s ehar:.;r ~J for ::u<~l,~' ln 
the \Yc,, Xo· . T ""1t to he.frank wit.h tlw 
H(\n -P Hll{l '\vit11 tho :' ho11. nH·nlhPr:-", +tough 
I think their objel't in a .. l,ing if I ondors~rl 
th(' ;;;tut-·rncnJ· ":"'.a~ rcallv ba"Pd on pultry 
nc·r 'nnal r'<H1~idPrr~tionR. I qnitP ig~lorp tlrat. 
ho,VC'Yf'l'. ,liH1 \Yiil givf' thC' hon. HlPrn:)C'l'S 
a hit of information. Tf th<'Y ,.,,.;pt to kn<w: 
the price of goods in th~ \Y est. I , m pre­
pared to scivP them the addrPRS of nF fi,.m, 
the nan'!· of rn:v nwnager, and aJ..,.) to :::upvl~y 
th0rn '~?ith a 1Pttf'l' to ncf'Ollljlflir- th<'ir 1 ··~ 
que~t to be Sll!1p1i0d vdth a r>ricf' liRt for 
all claso,~s of r;cods in th0 \\~cot. I am not 
afraid of what tlwv are doing. If thPV are 
do in!! ·wrong. th(_ fir·,t 1nan t~ be told· of ;t 
wonld b:~ rnvsc•If. I \>;as in Ro:na I ~r-= 'V('r'k, 
but nobody inadl' on:- com!rLint to me on th<' 
suhiP( ~. and I did not CYf~ll kno">' 11ntil to­
night what w cs tlw price of su1rar in Roma. 

l\1r. MORG\X: Th0 price of sugar ,;·as got 
from your firm in Roma. 

Mr. HUKTEH: I know the hon. member 
has got, o·· hac hanc!Pd to some otlwr hon. 
member. an invoi< '' from m' firm. I know 
one or hvo thingM that arp lulppPning. Sorne 
fri<·ncl in the Honse v . .!S g·ood C'n<mgh to tell 
me about it. Hoii'<'Ycr,L the hon. mcmlJel' 
can g-Pt r~10r0 than an invoicP. l-Ie can gf-'t 
a romplet<' price Ji,t. if it is an.• good to 
him: but I C!ln as,un• the Hous0 that I did 
not know the pricP of snge.r in Roma until 
to-night. ancl, if I had hc<'n askpd the prier> 
at any time during the lac!· si" months. I 
0ould not havP told it. I h\\Ye givPn up my 
time entirely to nolitics. and I have mer1 
whom I trust and "ho know what I •vish 

[ilfr. Hunter. 

done, and, unti1 they prove unworthy of 
that trust, I have no reason to doubt them. 

::\lr. :\lonG"' : Do you know the profits'? 

:\Ir. lll:XTEH: I know the profit, once a 
vea r and that is the time that I review 
inat·/,'rs. If th!'Y arc not \vhat I expect. I 
spPak a bout it, bnt I only deal •;ith returns 
and reporb. not details. The pnce of sugar 
in the \Ye"t, a• given by the hon. memb~·rs 
for :\Inrilla a.ncl Burrum, corresponds •nth 
the price in Brisbane. 'Phe c;oflt of layin~; 
down ~ugar in R.01ua fron1 Bn~ba~H' by rarl 
is £4 12s. 6d. a ton, and <·artago 1s anothPr 
2,. 6d. a <un-,-or a total of £4 15c. Xo•Y, 
the diffen'IH'P in tho prk,;.' of Fugar hL'­
tween Bri,cbanc and Roma is c•xactly J.d. a 
lb. That amounts to £.\ 13,. 4<1. )kr ton, oO 

th .\t reallv we are undcnelling the BrisL•aue 
groc0rs b.\' ls. Bel. per ton. I do not think it i,: 
tair to expect a country storeke<')Wr t.o sell 
on \-hp sa.1n0 level a thP storekL'epcr:;;; 111 the 
city, ailll give thP long t0r1ns rountry. ston'­
kccpcr. u·,, fmce<l to do. That ,, the 
pv it ion far ::.s th<• \Y· -+ern .:ore· 
kc·c,'cr is concerned. I think it would be a 
proCl thing if tho Government a><h:d this 
J,o,trd to , nd in a report as to thnr find­
in; .. > with r('garcl to "\vholt,~- Je price.-, and alsu 
if t lw:r ><, •dNI thP boarc! up with regard 
to fn:ing the pricPs of other fuodstaffs. I 
j,pJit•n• thi" d0bat<• "ill do a ?,"reat d<"t! of 
guoc!. Proha1J!:,, it ,;·ill dirPct the attention 
of th0 board to thP stat 2mcnts that have bee:r 
n1 -'-If' h~: 1 -'. and induce thern to inquire n1oro 
close!'; from thP PrcmiN what thci.r func­
tions 'art', Dnd >vhat Parliament really de~;in'S. 
<lf t11C'11L- To 1n;..,. 1nind, 1111 to tlu~ pre;;put. 
tlw bca1 d is a iarcP. I do not think t]H'c' 
'huuU lw ~a,,>, tlw storekeepers. who arc jll't 
a" mnch PntitlPrl to fairplay as anybody d ·f' 

at this time. ~\s I said when tho Bill '' "" 
g-oin~~· through this Chan~lH~r, I bPI_ieve .tl~P 
rwopl t!. ·1n ·t 1vc-- _,n' lar, . ..!,A:v r-•.:pons1b1e 
for n-," i~wreaced priceR b:·· rushiLg to {t·:•t 
hrgc•1' qu 111titiPs _than they reqni_r~~, and_ to 
prPYl'llt rlwn1 hnyn1~ Iarq;('r quantitle·, ;Jl'ICL'~ 
ha\-'' lH't'll r:-1: r'cl. ~.lr/1, C01>·0C'jlH'Jltly, they do 
uot buY. I bPliC'vc the rPmPrly lies n"t onl,, 
in r 1·-..,(rif 'ring thl' prirns clErrgcd, but tho 
nuant'tic ·. t!1<:t ohould b<' solfl. Th 0 one i, 
i'.Jft a~' in:'~orta:.,t u -~ the otht'r. I rather 
i·rc' .. t i.bc.t. hon. members oppc"ite h.tv:• im 
nort'd s:1ch '1 armth into the <l bate. I be­
liPVP that the leader of the Opposition. in 
movin?," th0 adjournment of th''. House, ~le­
'in•cl to dn11' attention to what 1S happenmg 
wit-h l'('~{f' 1 ~J to thi:-=: board, and to point <;JHt 
tlnt i·' i no< fulfilling the purp<•' ' for wh1ch 
it wa. apnoinhd: and, if th? Hou .. • in ity 
1Yi ... Klorn < ·) nf'~ t(} th,:-.,t conchi·Tlll on the C'Yl­

f1• ce -~·ldu('Pd-nnd I do not sec- how it 
{\-_,n co111P to a·pv other conc1n--.ion-then good 
mn::;l ensue. Xo good can co1nP fron1 ~·p­
e.·iJninaJii)lJ s.nch aR ha\--e bP.f'll gn1n,.,. Dn '' 1th 
r(·;r1.nl ~-~ party interr,.t.;. Thi·-: thing is. too 
big· for part~7 • "\V c havP too gTf._'at rf'~ 
·.nomihilitiPs rPsting on u at tht- ]WL''•'nt 
tin"'' to ~JJ_,1W party con-.idc~rations to infln­
rnef' our d..,<'i~ion. .As timA g·of'R on thPrP 
CP'0 rwopl1' ,,ho 1vill finJ it aln1n.:,t, i~npo~·-ihlP 
to vet enough to live upon. ancl 1t '" to p~·p­
r<•rY0 v;·h~u ":,-(' haYP )-,t, a rf•r~~,onahlc pncc 
t), tt V'P hav<' appointed these hoards. 

11r. TLOrT: You .are assis~ing to kP0p 
tlH•m out of •vork. 

HrX'fER: I'mlmblv I havn dor,,' a. 
"~Ill' to fin.J then1 \York a~ 'r1H" hon. n1,,Ptlwr. 
J ain doir:t_r ll1V sharC' in finding employJllf'l!t 
for JWOJJIP. ;•nc! I cc'rtainly rlPtirP _to see t)u>'. 
·boar<l livin?," up to tho obhgahons whicl~: 
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Parliament has laid upon it; and if it docs 
that, I fed sure it will deal at once with 
flour. brPad, meat, and all other necessaries 
of !iff'. If this debate has th<> effect of draw­
ing the attention of the board to that, it 
will have done a great deal of good. 

:Mr. lL\:!YliLTO~ (Uregory): Ko doubt 
many of the speakers on the other side have 
attempted to make a lot of political capital 
out of the fact that the leader of the Opposi­
tion has introduccd this motion. It ic; quite 
evident, from the tone of the debate, that if 
the hon. gentleman had not drawn attention 
to the increa>(~ in the pric0s of conunoclities 
by this board, members on tlw other side 
would not hm" done >···. It was quite ap· 
p.trent wlwn the Bill was going through that 
there was a good deal of he,·tility on the 
part of hon. members on the other "ide who 
aro in lm-ine'-< to any att"mpt being made 
to control v~iccs. But (e were only doing 
what has l>Pcn done in all the other States, 
and "hat hcts since been done in the old 
eountry. Because of something caid by the 
de],ut.c kader of the Opposition. hon. mem­
her, cpposite have tried to make out that 
memb0r, on this sidf· were rdlccting on cer­
t 'in storekeepers and others. I do not bay 
t!Jat tLc storekeepers in Queensland are more 
clishonp.st than the storPkeepprs in other 
parts of th8 world, but W<' know verv oil 
that. no rnattc·r what kgislation wc" pass, 
nnlc-, ,, tlv· adn1inistration i" SYH11Ja.thl tic that 
lrgi~lation is not going to bC effnctive. \YP 
cannot cay that the dcltninistration of thi.; 
Act has Le<>n effective, so far as the aetions 
of thP boards are conccrncd. I do not know 
the rPa•on" for thf' appointnwnt of thcse 
gentlc>nwn. I do not know one of those ho 
have bePn appcinted; hut I do know that, 
in''""'"1d of bringing prices do\Yn, they have 
fixed the pricPs of Cf'rtain nPCf'"·"arif'~' of lif{~ 
highpr than they are ai; the prc,oent tiuc. 
Tlnt is not whnt th~ bonrd wa•. appointed 
for. T·,c'n or three <>f thf' princiral m•cc'­
,,nri" of life• havP not ]won tonched Yet bv 
thl' hoard, and. iudging b:v the rnan;J('r ii1 
·which th·•y arP c0llinp,· ,yjtne·"- 0s ancl taking 
<'vid .. nc<•, another thr<>" 'f''lrs ill nrv likc•lv 
1Y"' OYt'r hrforc thPv co1n£- to a:1v dcrislon coll­
ccrninc; su>"le of the nPce.,•,uic· of J:fe. I 
takt• it th:.t 111~ t and flour arc• the princ'p •.l 
neCi'S·'aric, of JifP. 

:C.lr. G. P. Rm?SES: \'\hat i,~ regulating th<> 
Jn·iee of flour to-(lnT? 

)[r. J--IA::.\III../_110~: Tl1e bo"rd if' ~ppr :nted 
tu <l"' ·e~·tain ,~~ho:t i~ g fair &~' 1 li:~g ~ q·iel' 
for nour. \Ye knO)'.' tln .J.. f'e."t.:-t.iu .i·lill, l'S 

tlw YL'r\· da~.¥ th: t \VDr wa··· (l"­
[8.30 p.m.] dared imt 'he prie: of flour up 

hy £: or £2 lOs .. and ;t h:.d to 
eonw cl<nnl :·gain. TL • pPOl'lP \Y\' Iw'-·' to 
f'On~ic1~ 3~ urc tlH' unfortu1u1+r' peoplP, ,,-hf're 
IWrhajl.·' thC' hread-winl>'r j.;: out, of enl]>lo~.-­
rnent. ,_;n l not the ,n '.::t1 ~'lJP:: or th0 >l·holP­
sa-le nun. Th(' •tf'lTI~'>Pr re prcth hi~h1v 
paid. I f'l 1)1JC<', ant1 all thL''7 r1n 'do is t~) 
:fix prir·t ab .-:r- -wh--:t. thc•y nr,; at the pn ~rnt 
tinH'. Fro:n \Yhr:t .. ..,.t! l·_Ln .)Pt· of this bonrd, 
thp··p is ~-oin~: to bP Yf'l'V little sr,tiRf<-.ction 
g'flt f1 ;)nl th'•rll. _.:_\ .; nrxl dt~al of oppo>hion hus 

lwa,v;-; lH'Pll ~-l, ~n\-;'n by hon. nlPlllh{'l'.-1 oppo:-;itP 
~o ~~ P i.:.1• ~--.rr-t'~lJ i1; ni!y_v:c~v. Tlw~.- l?elit ,-p 

lH 1:! rn tan:·lu v;ncn It Is l q_lH'"'-hon of 
th(' pro\ iding ruunP:'\-T to t-'Hl- trw.·:_ 1 Ptb-
Iir- \Yor{~~ tLa~ ar:- gJing to hrin+:- n10l\_~ :J'ris'" to 
thPi1· 1nill. bu·· ·vht•n it is a qnc:-;tion -~l£ the 
St'.t:• AP!)ping in to nndr>rt J\:P anvthiu~~ in 
the mterc,to, of t!w grr·a: bnlk of the pnoplc• 

the\ arp a.lwa~,, opposed to it. I sce from 
some of the country paper·~ that away out 
in some of the far \Yestcrn district-; meat is 
put up. and thPy an---. paying t\viC'P as IlltH'h• 
as \Yhat people haYe to l>a~s,- in 13ri~ba.ne. 
In some of the \Vestern districts, wh{•re the 
beef is grown. th0 pcoplc arc paying 6d. and 
Pd. pi·r lb. for nwal' which people gd for 4d. 
per lh. in Brisbane. If you take up the n<'WS" 
papers you find that the hutchero< ar" going 
to rai.'e the prieP of meat. I think it is 
nee, ssarv for the nwmbers of tlwse hoards 
to get a l110YC' on. If the lll0Illbor~ of the 
board are going to conduct their inquiries 
by asking " butcher, as thE·c did, if he was 
likclv to he ''Cnt to Dun··• ich unb,,; thev 
allm~·ed him to ntis,, the price of mod. tha~t 
i not the '' ay to conduct an iHqniry. I 
think tlw hardworking !H'op](• in thP State 
,,-ill lw plt>ased that. the lradt'r of tlw Op· 
pc·-ition has brought this motion for··.':,u·d thi' 
afternoon. Cnn "~'OH \YonclPr at thP \Vor;.-;::Prs 
l'P('ording- tlwir vOt!·~ in tho nutnrwr th('~T did 
la~t ;)atnrday '? They arp colnn1cndng to 
fmd out 'vho rn.lh· d,o lc•Jk aft<• · the-ir in­
terest·' \Y0 know· that hon. m0mhers op­
po'",ite rlurinv the last elC'C'tion can1paign tried 
to iinprc~·' On the \Yorkt•rs thPt tl,ey \V('l'O 

thP onlv friend.s thcv had Lot; but \>:hen 
they htivc .'n oppdrtunity of g-iving pvaeti-
< ;d n:~f'i:-:tanf'P to the worl.:ers, us tlwv havo 
herP. b-,- r Hltrollinf;," thn r;~pa(·itv o£ tho~P 
\4ho ar~ taking ach~antn,-;·e of th:' 'tirnr~. and 
,sho arP ~.~. illil}g- to prey on tht--. workt r, by 
rai::ing the' pri:..c• of c·mnn1PJities. those hon. 
member-- show ven· little sv111pa:Jn-. It is 
quite L-v~y to s~P khitt thP :c.nnpnthies' of thof'n 
v.-Lo IHlYP spob•n on tlw othPr sidP this 
afternoon arP 1nor0 y,~ith tlw wholt ,~de• 111er­
clu~_;-~l ~nd 1 tailer than '\;ith thL• unfortu, 
nat{~ c·on;-;nnlPr. 

)Ir. ~loH.G~X: ~"~o; they arP af.:ain~t tLP 
Ini:;:;s.tah·InP:n+ ':. 

:\cr. IL\ ll ILTO::\:: Th(• s+ c. tum onto are 
truP, ThP hon. UH'll:bc,, (<l..nnot d.t>n\~ thrt 
the> bnanl ha:-: nd'.:t•d thP pricP of Dl"'t-' _,arie::;, 
hPcan~:--. :; on can buy C'hP,\}J, / in Bri~bano 
tlL- n tlH• pric~ -. flxf d h:,T thP b_,~trd. 

l\Tr. )foR(L\X: If tlw 1-nn··l had a 1.-lwur 
union ti·-kc: '\'-->11 1.'.'0ldd 1-.(, p .:L<,; h· ~ati~­
fiPd. That is·· chy :·(.-, rli·• a:, !·ce with tlwm. 

=\Ir. JL\:'·IILTO:'\: :'\o; bt .-.usc tlu .-' arP 
1naki11g RUth •~ ·· h:- -h" cf the- und' !'t.Jdnt).'. 
Tlwy c wnot a\Y.ty from thpi;· pnliti~al 
bia~,. I! on. nH ~ ,~ oppo:-i>• 1naJ.P , great 
(·r~ \Yhe~ ::.Ir. Gt)Ol''-J' Hyl?nd wa-... ''1 1 Jointcrl 
l-nT thP t iOillL.lOll\• C~ll'!-h L •.b Jlll' no, C'l'lllllPnt 

h; a p~L--ition in 1l~t' Xorthrn1 TPrritory, 
bu~ tlH'l"' i not a '· ord f'.aid this afh.:1·noon 
'Thn1 tlw rh cinnan of a politi·:..:-11 c>c-nunittf'e 
j. t'}J}HJin~Pd ... ~ chairnHP-l of this boa.rd. It 
is quit~.! C'Yidcnt that +he r~w1uber,-., ln n 1 hPen 
Hi,c )intPd for political n!a:-~)n-:, ''fht• Prr,~ 
1ni('l' rr ::1 that hP did Il'Yt know \Yhat 
f-Pir p:)l>-' it-"" '·'ere', a.nd then he had 0 ad­
lnit £terv, .n:-l~ that o~lP o+ ; hc:-;c g--·n: 1l'Il1Pn 
'" .lfl 011 hi~ dc•dion t :r:Lnnttt :·. Tlu• board 
is ;,: fnilnn>, and, like a grPnt 111 n•7 other 
bnt<.:d '· it :uPrt{v ~ri \·c ) :Jin~ -.ters an r:ppor­
tunit of .. hiPldii1'Y ;-h-~~n~-'h r~ b~,h1nd thP 
board. ThP Guvc• ;1.m•nt should get rid of 
the lw rrl an-1 --tp~wil t onP 1,vhich v.-ill not 
b, n fui1"rC. Jndgi,lg b~-· thP \Vrt:'\' iu \\·hich 
the·">· ;-:T' rondw. Hng t:1C'i. i.n<:nirit ·, the war 
will he OY{ b. forP th('V haYL' co1nc to a de­
c·1:,H'!L _\ll thP Prt·:-nlPr could sav about 
the lint's \Yhich h:ve bt·en r.cisPd ,~.a.s that 
thPv ar.:.1 in1po.tPd liH(1 :4; but thP~' ha.vE:' no 
rigH to rai:;e t]p < .:.,t of importPd lines. They 

Mr. Hamilton.] 
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:r1ad the stocks iu bl\forp wnr was declurccL 
.and ha 1 •· not paid high pricPs for them, and 
what rig-ht has tlw boa.rd to allow dea]prs 

fu pu:: on th0se high pricl'S ·: The rnotion 
has dmw a lot of guod. and will Pnable the 
l'l'O[lie to ;,;•e who tlwir friends really 'Lrl'. 

:\Ir. ADA::\180)[ (RocT-lt:•i.<pfon): Per­
eonally, I would rathL•r not h"·"'' risen to 
speak in thiR debate, br~;anse thPrt~ ha.s been 
so .tmch said, but I think it is right that a 
me:nlwr of <hL• l'Pntral district should Yoice 
somL' of hi·.• feelinQ,"S with regard to the 
mutter. \\'hen the Bill was bPfore us. in the 
:;(·, ond-rf•ac~~.ng (·tage. l said the nvJ:;t iJH­

portant thing about it was the kind o£ boards 
which ,\·auld bP formud. I held th<•n, and I 
hold now, that thP boards chould be us reprP­
fl'ntatiw as possible, ;•nd if th"i idea had 
ht>cn f'al'ri< \ l ont ,,.P 1night uot hayp had thi~ 
dis< l!ssion to-night. b can•·P tlwre would h:np 
hPcll 1norp t'onfidPneP in thP board~. So far 
as thP C\•ntr:d Ho::nJ is c·oncernP<l. l haYe 
nothing to ,,a:-· abaut tlw llH mbL'n·. A~ far 
n~ I kno•·,' tlwrn, nnd I know tvro of thun 
-,;elL th~_ ,, are Yl'rv dPcent. tnc•n. Th0v lw.Yc 
cnly n1ei on<'P, l)ut they haY{' done~ thPir 
v. o:·k ven· '"''II thus hr. and if the board in 
Brisbanp ha.cl eommc llC"<·d like> tL-' (', ntrnl 
Board, and de'1lt with wlrolc,akrs rather 
1-ha~:. '' ith n•tailPr:-,, \Yf' Jnight not ha \.(,had thi:-~ 
Lli.,cussion. The ('pntral Boar<l hr:> found 
that tlw <alL"'\' of \":nnt• thin.~,rs going up in 
lJricP has. 1-vt•n tL·.: faet that tlw \\-hol<•saJe 
HH'l'ehants ha Ye inc rPn ~~n.d -l he :pricf'::; in a 
\1.<-;.y v .. hi_ch, to HJ'· nrind. ·-'"'ing thP Rtod\.:-; 
th<,- hat' in han.J. ·w,,;-; ultogetlwr unjw~tjfi~ 
able. For in i .ln<·e, \Yt' find that onf' \Vhole~ 
S~\ lP ll:lPrehant h:ti., inr~·eu:-:;ed the· pri<'"'" of 
\.,..an i-lontt.\n'~ cocoa l~d. lh._r lb. r:rhat spc111 c; 

t<:1 be rt ,,onablo 1.dwn ;:oil f'O!upare it \.vith 
othL'r vdtoler·,~IP tnereh:TnL..:;, I n1av ~·laY tha~. 
OlH' 1

,'· _hole~ale finn h rai,c:d thC piicP of 
Y:w !Icut:•J:' C<, '"' from 3d. to fl l. per lb., 
wlueh 1'1l':'\ll:: that thn rptajlel hJ.Ye to ad­
YaW'<' thL• pric<• 1 '' the consunH'r. Th·_·n. tlw 
hon. nH·nlwr fnt· \Y:trwick askl'd what w:u; 
the~~ ''ll"P of fionr_ 7oing up in 1)rir0. Ac­
c·onong ·l-o the l'YI<ic·nf'n of onL· firin, it is 
LL'' au ·P farnHT." are y,·ithl<)lding their ,,-hPaL 
I Y. ant L) read a sLttcnwnt fron1 the Rock~ 
lumpton ·· Bulletin.'' of 8th Sepl,,mbPr-

.. FloUJ· h&d adv-:!H·ed abc;ut £1 15s. 
a ~·nl; the can ,p \Vas tlw i:nability of 
the lnil_lers to get vh('at. 'l1he f:nlners 
"<1'<' Wlthholclin'c their whe:,t for highPr 
pnccs. am! lwr:• ,. as a pro3p ·r;t of the 
t~"\::'ort of \~. hP'lt." 

This ~_iuotation i taken L·o1n thp .P,~idL•ncp 
giYt:' 1 by X::than Gco1·gc \YethPrPlL f"'lestnan 
for the Xc\\ ze,alancl Loan and 1\fercantiln 
;\.gene.'- ( 'ompa'Jy, at Roekhampton. If thut 
1::; trnr. tlH•n the farnlt•rs '~l'P ende.:n ourinr.r to 
<'xploit tho consurw•r; and the han. mro1~lwr 
fm )Iurilla. who is 'l great friPnd of the 
fm·n"Pr, ought to rP:,1en1l,0r that sonlP-'::itne, 
the fc_rnu•rs CXl)loit tl1P cnn:·mlllCrf: as \VC'IJ tl ... 

+b. mi<ldlc·man. The mattl'r of dealing wi1J1 
JH'l{'f_'~ ..tncl thP co:c.t. of li1 in·r I Lrou:-""ht 11 11 

in thi~ Hom<' t,•_o y~·ars ago. and I tlwu:o;l;t 
then th<1t ROine 1nqu1r:· would he rnadn into 
the maHPr [ am qnitP couvincpcl that th<' 
l<·a~<'l' of tlw Opposition and tho dc>put'' 
lo~L!c ,. of thr• Opposition have done <rood 
F="'rvi.:e in brinr.tin,c: fo:~\var:J thi~ rDotion bthis 
afternoon~ and s;>eaking in t}Je w:1v thtv 
h-J.Yf' d·Jn?·. \Ve a~·0 ac~·nscd of w..1n"ing tO 
makP pohh~,] <amtal on: of the mattd·. I 
say thltf tlw -.holc> of thP argnment from that 
standpoint has 1wcn brouo-ht on hv Illt'l'llhl\rs 

opposi~0~ and that v;e on ~his ~icle 'arc~ si1n1;Iy 

[Jir. Hamilton. 

VC>rfonning a duty whic·h I r:.aid in this 
House ou,.:ht to ha·,-e b< •n nerformecl two 
:; ears ago.- Two yPars a:ro I-nloYed a reso­
lution in this llou~c, on lJri\·ate lHE'lHbers' 
Jay, a.sking for nn inquiry inio the caus(_'H of 
the incrPci'ed cm;t of living. I then said 
that boards :;hould b,. appointed to fix 
prices, n.nd ·in appointing boards now th 
Goyernment arc simplv doing what ha: bc:en 
forced upon the.u b:.- thP "-l.r in Europ.•. \\'e 
on this side do not say that nil merchants are 
dichollP't, hnt we do say that some nwrch:mt:; 
al'<' clishont:-5t, and that that is thP reuso11 
why it is necef.-u,,- to ap1,oint hoards to fix 
prices. The Bri:,'-mne Board rnight have gone 
about tlwir \Vcrl.: in a. Y<'l\ diffpn_,nt wav 
from >Yhat th:··. havP Iollownl, and con1-
rrwn.:c .. J lrith 'l'Y-idPnco f::Oin {he wholcsalors, 
afterw ~n··d J obtainiug thP cvi de nco of re~ 
Lil<•rs. On the sN·ond r"c.ding of tlw Bill I 
rcfPrr<'cl to a. cas<' which hupp<'ned in )Jpw 
ZPaland, and the hon. m<•ml:er for Fortitud<l 
,.,. allev rnentioncd the ca-t_\ of rnerchants in 
~ew Zefiland who \\crP granting rebates in 
an ill~·gal \Yay, and \Vho rc-~n:J)d to an~wer 
qnestio: . .--; put to th<>.n b~· a Royal Coininis­
siDu. of which Sir H.olH•rt St<Jut ,,,-as ch -dr­
man. ThPy wf'ro flncd £1.000 for what I call 
theit· dishonPst;~·, and ,. lwn they appealed 
again·lt that punishuwnt the dPcision was 
uplwld, and they had to pav hra, y cost.<. 
Yet nwlnbrrs tPll n:-1 that "v1e~ arP eharginp: 
HlPrchants lH•re with being clio3honest. I 
havP DPYC'r dotH' thnt. E\-C'II- rnPrchant herp 
knov. ·' whether he is honP'-t or noi ; if he 
is not an honc>t man hP know1 whf'n hP 
go<'s to bed at night that he goes to bed 
\\·ith a 1Han ''"ho i:; not an honPfit 1nan. 
(Laughter.) \Yo .;UllJly sa:.- that' some mer­
chants arP dishonest. and that it ha·, been 
pro• eel i1; eourts of law that sonw arP 
riishonP~t. rrhe Colonial Sugar RPfining 
( 'on1nanv rPflv:C'd to ,:1ns v, Pr certain questions 
;1ut :o th0n1 l1y th(' Ru?:ar Connni,-,sion, and I 
sav that if thP'.' had bH.•n how•st in thP muttPt' 
tb'P:v would l;avP answere(l tho'<' qu0 "ti0ns. 
\Yith rP1rard to, the bn,wd for the Central 
district. 'I kno"· :\Ir . .Ti1 u and :\Ir. Kenna. 
and l kHow th[l_t h1th ;' ·p d0f'Pllt 1111'11. T 
do not know :\Ir. English. If it is pro.-ed 
bv their work that th''Y arc not actin£:" 
f~irl:c and .'•ilLorely, I shall not I)(' afraid 
to brin~ th' Inatter up in this Hous(' 
,·u1d PXPOSP then1. Tlw lPBrnhers sitting on 
thic• sirll' of tho IJ~·USe frp] th.at thp appoint.­
mrntil to thn Southern Board 1rr altogether 
<;~ ,;, part.,: {'harartcr: and. hPljcying that, e 
had a ne'·~~rct rl"":-ht to iu1pugn thr> "charactPr 
o" tbP l:o:ud. T <lo not know ::\1,·. \Vatson. or 
""" ·rll · 1h i' of the hoard, but if what ie said 
of·).; r. \Yai- :on is tru0, thC'n h0 ought not ·\ D 
he'<' a pm<ition on the ],oard. T know that 
Ronw ntc•ml)('r'\ of thi-; Tiou.-:L• fe0l that the 
charact<'l' nf the honr<l is not "·hat it ought 
to lw. ard that i' all thP Hwrchants in Bris­
btl?lP id \dPtt thC'v t\ou··~:ht 011 thP rn-dtPr 
there would lw s,;m,. rcnlati;ms on thi' 
;ubi<•l't. I think thi~ di·~em ion will do c-ood. 
in tb1t ii v;i!I •how tlrr ],,.,,.d th:>t if th 'Y 
.;]o 'ot ,l,_, tiH• lll'll'P "hin~.' thL•v v·ill he deait 
with in tli Hous<'. I rlo not ~Jr ... ire to makP 
,,ny nolitical cunii >1 out of thP mattpr, no:· 
do. I. tLir:k t h: !earl"'' of th" Onnosition or 
the cleptttY leader of tlw Onpositirm wic;h(··· to 
111" 1w nolitical c, nita! o'lt of it: and I be­
lien· th:Jt. th' rliscuscion ":!rich has taken 
nlarP will nr,;YP cf .,,omP bPnf'fit to conBUn1;-·rs 
i:r •he So~rthcrn district. 

)Jr. HT'XH_\~r (T).,ro~d·'): T snpport the 
action d the learler of the Oppc-,.ition in 
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bring-ing thi9 :r:!1atter forw:·l rd. bPhlnse it i:; 
in tlw intcre-;t of all householder;;. parti<'ularly 
of the 1V<mlen. "·ho arc con1plaiuiug greatly 
-.,,f the Ltdvanc{) in tlw pric'":-' of cmnnJcd:liP--~ 
:\ot cnl:v do th~-J· con1pl~in ci' the advanec 
i11 prir, . hut the: lch.k for\\ <1rcl to the tirno 
\vht'n tht're \,,ill be a gTc':lt nurnber of un­
<'mplo3'' d in the cit:; Thi,; motion for thn 
udjnur~:-!JH.)Ilt of the HotLr~ h thcr,-~fore very 
timely, bccJU·-e -,, e should grapple with the 
!'-it 1 J:Jtion nov( in order to pre\ ent anything 
Iil'H'D scrions happt ninft. TlH' Gov<'rnnl{Y~Jt 
~-hou}d w~h1rgc the h,,;'U't__'i :HVl n1a\e it. 11101'0 
r •pre'-c,·ltath:P than it i:; at prosent.. I knur 
two of the gcnt!Pmcn constituting the board. 
nne of vd1on1 is a pPrRonal fric.:.;rl of 1ninc; but 
I nlu,,t .:.·l~V that tho V\+-.donl of appointill;;: 
thPlH !ll('ntbf\rs of the b~nrd does not appeal 
:) Ill<) v<•rv mu<'h. I think ii would be mu('h 
bettnr if 'thP board ~.\"('1'0 kPr>.:-JilJted on the 
liucs followed bv the PrcrniPr of Vi<'toria in 
:tppointing lh0 'bnard in that ~t.· t•; a~1d it 
( '1l1.2:1ot bp "id that he) i..J ::: 1npathh it' ,-vith 
the Labcc1r party. The board in that Stat\' 
~, a r~·n1· c-nt·:ti.,_-p ono. ~nd I haTP no doubt 
that the rf'ou:t of thc•ir acti<-n ill lw wrv 
.f'ati~fadory to those 1110 C'Oncerned--that i~. 
the poor0r' p:-u·t. of thP. conuuunity. ·\'rho .-~uffcr 
:;;n nnlC'h v. hen rhP pr'i<'e~ of thP nr-"<\~· :nics of 
life arP i!ltT(''l, .. d. ThP ·v·itJorian board con 
f-i.ots of 1\Ir. ,\damson, :\I. L.C .. rl'preec'nting the 
Goverrnuent; :;:.rr. lJ:J.-,cPJlc,, r:•prc~-"nt.ing the 
,_.\,hC',)if~To\~Prs; ~\Jr. Durling, ehair.i.nan of the 
J-J,nvthorn Tr.;-im\vay '1\ u"i, rcpre,;:( nting the 
(i},,'\rnL:)r of ConlmC'l'(·'; Jlr. Lo:J~2.', SPCl'lCary 
(Jf the BnohnakPr ,,' 1~ nion. reprc ,pnting- the 
1.vork'-·r~; and :\lr. \Yillis~ prp,c;;id<'nt ( f the 
Grc·c<'l'~~· ..c\. ·-·:oe1a~iun. l think ih;lt if th•,) 
board for ~nuthPrn t 2UP"'llslar~l w .. ·r~· enlarg0d 
60 as to include a nprc' ':ltat;Y0 of the 
''"orkC'l ~. and e'en son10 v mnt'-n. a lw . ..; bC'PU 
''l7(gT,,-, 1. it ould h<' fou:Hl t 1td. :cu<'h 
~tppointrnon~·.; were justifiPd.. It ha:.; b£'en 
a..;ktld if tl'<' m~·rrh:},Ht of thi:-:. cornnnu1itv nrc 
not as ho:np,.+ a;:; ~Hl'rehnuL.; Pl'"'P\Vhc-re. 'Jlon. 
L:,.--.InbPr~ "\V1lo haY" r~'ad thi~ 1norning'!" 
•· Courie;-·• will rPn'crnlwr thnt it cont:1Jns 
~~on1c rPniad;;:~ hv th t,rr·; "lt ~Iiui~tcr fer 
Ilt>fr In'", J\Ir. l\Jill"n. as to tl·p !ll'<'d of th<' 
puhlif' bPing nrotectPd. and th ~t hP exp1nined 
thnt the "b .. \ 1 df'r:ll CoYPl'nn•t•nt h,,d i",~ucd a. 
e0rtaiu rc;·,ulation. -:~.l1i<'h ;-.~,how;'J t:1c nc''"~'·ity 
of gu.::rdi:n~ the pnbliC' ar:ain~t bip: ruerchanh 
who are 'upplying th<' Ddcne<' Department 
"\rith cPrta1n n<'L ~o;;surir'" for thfl wu1'. If 
lll<'rch.tnls th01"~ arP do!ng thin~.rs whi('h r<'ndPr 
it nrr>c.s' ar:"- for pl·otPctiYP IllPn:;.:ul~P~, I do not 
know that we niav t1~t lwxc 1ncrchants h('l'() 
n ho will do simila~· thin I clo not nv that, 
thcv arc dishnn:-;t h-·1·c· bll!l I do -av' th:;t, 
fl'Oin tlw .trir-turPs thd Senator :'Jillen has 
nnurr><l <. '1 ihc1n there, \H~ r lU i .. rPp;ard it t~d 
likely thnt "P ha o:c ;;;onH ~-.hin~ of tbc• S'Fnn 
kind lwrP. Thi;-; i') 1n <ttcr of vcr"V sPriou~ 
inlport·.,nc!' to thtl bnlk cf thP C'U;:~nnlHnity. 
\Y't> kno\v Yf'l'\ \V01l tha:: th0r0 aL' rnanv un­

c~ilploYc-cl in (;\T rnicbt. ax1d ·v .. c l11U, .. ·'' rla+,ur­
"'lv exp<'d that tlo, ''iill incrr ·Is<' br forP f.,e 
'\~,tr Pnds. and if '' are to haYe further un­
f•mplovrnPni~ and enhanr-_•ll nric>P~ it ~,rill ffi('an 
th"t C'tH"'ndand v Jl b0 suffPring for tlw n<:>xt 
f('tc( fi1(\ll+hs CV("ll) lllOl'C' 8(l'1,'1,'1'"1V thHll f·hf' did 
in thf' di,,:: .. .trom' +imes cf 1893. · .\nd 1 bdi0ve 
that n1(ln1h0r~ on both ~idcy; do not ~-..~~lf:i-- to 
;;:.cp a~ -,:-·utf' po~ition nri,in~r ht>r0. r1nd tlH'Y 
will lo"k the matter fairly r nd squarc>ly in 
thr fa('e and -/'f' if th .. •v caunoi. i~':.dU"P tho 
Gov<'rnmcnt to tab' th<> 'rnattPr in hand with 
a Yiew to PnlarginQ" th0 cope of the board u~ 
I haY0 su~rC:P'.ted. No-,,·, a'' t1w board c:1n 
tnPct often-there is no rPason why they 

t-he uld not 1TI( \"t daily-thorP i:, no r 'U:-son v;:llv 
th: y :..:.houltl fix a Inaxin1un1 pri< ;__· at ali. 
Th··:-· ha ,.,, :o cll'al Y:ith arr.iclc c' loc:!l pro­
<h·-~·tion. and th0T,7 know 'c•rv \Vl'll that 1hr-v 
c..) n lL1l!d1L· the''-.' thiugs wlth~~ut rnu h fPUl' c;f 
\', c'V ~,~,Ti._',,tlv c:hanct•d pr:C'l"~ Tht·l'(' 1.-; 110 

re·~~on wh-~· 1na11Uf~Ftlu·pr::; anJ nH rch;tll\'~ 
\'rho ~u·~, rn~~;~~.,h'd here• ~<:..ould takp ndYant:t:gt\ 
d thp pub:ic >~hen they ar<' h.dldling "' 
locallv-mule articlP. And it i-., all nrv well 
to ~~1-~· thut i hP pri.·- r, .tl'(l not rigg<'d by tht• 
Y.hoL::_··,1le rnprdl'Jnts. 1 havf' in n1v nua(1 !_l 

finn vd1o \Verfl practic,,l.lly dri\ en in~olYPllt in 
~m1th Bri-.h :nr owing y('ry l;:~rp·ply to tlh•ir 
.t· >t obc: in.o; a <'Crt, in nlHllufacturor of pt'o­
lJrictury g:ood~~ .. ""\vith the rpsult that tlwy "\Yt'!.'P 

"ut oft hi,; li t. Th· r' is th:.t mcthiHl of 
dcalinv \vith people. at d thcrP is no gettin£J 
.. " "'" ±rom thl' fact that i'tw 111 u ,._ ho holds a 
propriptary urtidP, or en large f'toc-:::~ o{ 
g~;o~b. ('>dl cornpel the retailf'r to s0ll at auy 
prif·~l tha+ he \vishc And I furthPr 1nni11-
tnin that dw qur··<-ion of pr~r-_•, as it C\111 bo 
1 '- ·tulatpd hv hold0r··· nf lar':re stock~ and 
m~nufccturPJ --. o-hould b<' grappled with pro­
ncr}-.,~. So L:r aR l::ookin;?: i~~ crnH,-rncd. I do 
~ ·,,c-P a.ny reason \vh,Y~ b~H)king pric<';o:; ~hould 

unduk :dYUJf''cl. \Yc "n' tc~cl t.hnt th0r0 
1:-- ;! big~ .JifferL1 liCP bPhY0i1 ll HH.~ ca,,h prif'n 
tLl'l HH• bo(~kiiig p1 ic". That~ has uot nbt.tilw<l 
to any larg-P extent in the p:+st. and I do not 
'•C'P why lJ0ople "ho an~ out ( f ork tPnlpo­
r:~rilv hPre for the lh.lx.t ft. w n1unth:-> ~hould he 
UlJch{ly· b·n· ;~\~·d by b;~xing to pav incrca:~ed 
pric ''· They must h::.tYt' bcPn \:;Oocl <'U'-'ton1c•rs 
ln thP past. and l> p<'nalising- thf'nl to tho 
c\:dPnt of 'd. o~-· ~d. thP~- v·ill bP unduly 
lwra· , cl. l;',·om ···h:•t the kuder of the Oppo, 
~·,iticn :·_aid tlri•• afternoon. we 1_,_1av iakP it rha··-­
fHl nrc)fit r::1 \~1c1 lrv thP Co1onlal ~Rug-:n· Rcfin­
i;~Q' Conlp<"Jn.Y a!n;)unt-=. to ~3 pl~~· ('1\i1t .• and l 
do not f>('0 thni: th .t ic< a iu -tiiiubl<' .. tatr of 
t.dfail ''· Th~' PrPmiPr. :in :-:i'x•akith~ this u ftC'J'­

_OCi1. r"'fPrrPr1 to tllf' p~i('(l nf lrd'Un tlu>:.t i:• 
handl~cl br c\Ir. ,J 011<'-.. :\Jr. .} Oil<''. as tlw 
r~>T)l'-: ,c ~t1tiYC nf Fc)'':gitt .. 1 onn~.:.. and Con1-
P:lllY v,1 ~tt-'·d tlH\ }'( fl; cHl ~V}p,• tJwv had ad­
~:HI'; ~·) pr:,,,,,, but lw did n Jt . that he 
c'>llarPd all r!H' prcllt'; it clo''S not rnc .. n that 
the profih arC' all eo1lar<'c! by tlw mnnufa<'· 
\n_.rcr. It I:,a\' !w_·an that th,, farnulrs ~ll'P 
h~ld:ir,-:; f"hPir Pier\-: bar'k a.:.1d ch:.n~_:h~~ a higlPr 
pricP fc~· 1h~)n1 .... nd ::~Ir. Jon<' h,:.._. to pay jt. 

:\lr. G. P. BAR:>E~: \Viii it pay farmers to 
hold pigs back HOW? 

}Jr. HCXfL\::\!1; I do not know that, hut 
\Vf' do know tbat thP nrico has be ~n ud~ 
vance·d. :\Ir. ,Jonc·· ad nit! 'd that th"l"f' had 
bH'H an inCl'l'.':l."P in thf' c1Prnand f'or bacon. 
inu,much as the pooplP h d found that tho 
1n·icP o~ beof was too high. I kno,1· not frmn 
~--,hEt {:auR0 it hu~ ari~Pn, but I do kno'v th:~t 
whatC'Ye!' .{;<,dvancp wa~ rnadc~. so far as ::\:Ir .. 
,Jom wa5 conc"rn<'d, it '' :::- a f-Hirly lcgiti­
matP one. I do not thin1< the recrimination 
hv the hem. n pm],0r Zor :\iurilh ""-".inst the 
hOn. LlC'•nl;c:: for IIPrhPl't ancl '!1e hon. mf'm­
lwr f01· :M:ara"oa vc1s justirlt>d. I think we 
ar-0 hc'rP to do the lx·~t ..,,,e can for thC' C0111-
tnunitv in thr nrP~·,-- nt -::-tr.oainPrl -circum­
c;tanc<,S, and T hcli<'V<' tlut they >viii ll<come 
l!lOl'P -,trainnd Hf~ ti-..110 :-:ocs on, and I hopo 
that thf' Pr<'mif'r will '"'" the ~,,·i<-clom of 
f'nlDT'TiD't the scope or th0 }lOard in iiu) 
din~<"tion T hav0 su~nrc~t{'\l. b." bringing in a' 
renrt'f'PntatiY{' nf thP \Vor:.;:Prs. anll not 
]p 1yi::1!..!' it wh .. )llv iE -thP h 1.nds of tho~e of 
v,ho~n·- t11P 1,\dl'k~:r::-. art~ ''Lhpiciou:; f;O far a:-:; 
doi~;g ~~ fair thin;~· i::; C<JllC'C'l'IlC''''· 

JI r. II zu lw m . ] 
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Mr. G. P. BAR::'\ES (lrancick): The 
gerwral ignor<~c.nce of sonw rnen1bers regard­
ing some C011111lO~itif's is so outstanding that 
onP C'unnot rc~fra1n fron1 nu:tking sonw reff'r­
PnC<' to it. Tho hon. member who has just 
rc,ump'fl his scat has admitted that in at 
]£•ast one instance-the case of pigs-the 
manufacturer is quito justified on account of 
the law·; of ,<upply and demand in increasino­
thP prit-o in tl•o .,, av 1llld to tho extent h~ 
ha& · 

:\I:·. licX!l.UI: If he has paid more for his 
pig~'. 

::\lr. G. P. lL\.R::'\ES: YP'. ::\Ianv rc;or­
lmcC>~ baYo been n1.ado to the article ~f flour. 
I maintam. without tlw fear of the slightc,t 
contradietion. that, •r;a;· or no c,·ar, flour to­
dn:v "' •·,11<1 be• not onlY 1t th0 1wice> it is, but 
very likely at a much hi:;her pricP. Ail 
o_n•r thP "orld, and in Au·.tr-alia in par­
ticular, the prl{'O of vdH'a..t ha,~ advanced, 
and I clPfy any n1an to run a lnlsin0'~'1--­
,,·lwthc'r it h(' a 1nilling bnsinc ~" o::_' :1nv othC'r 
bu~ir~t'i.:.:-\Yithout rC'" 1>onding to the ri~~o <Jnd 
fall m tne price of the ·~rticle h<' lllay manu· 
factnL''. . It i:.; ''·0 in the easC' th<' supply of 
cmtlc• With tlw I atcher: it is ... J in th0 n.•A 
of ~Jigs: a.nd tlw sarnP rul:- iillplic, all ronneL 
I havr' just '' orkPd ont. whilst lictening- to 
tlw ar·:.miwnt· that haF br'l"l nnde ln hon 
me dll>Pr.•·, the actual cost flour nmd~ 'Tith 
·wheat, lar .-·s n1v cxn< P is conc.:'rnccl. 
AE• I ;t will h,;n. to h0 hr.m<tht lwre if 
\~·p ~11'~' to ,-·ontinup 1o bP supplir·,~l \' ith flour. 
~dHl rf 'Yh•at C·Tillot he lHlr{'ha,--:r'd for ]eo~ 
than f". 3d. per husllC'l. v hieh id thL\ nrice 
ruling iu Syrln0y to-tlav. tlH'n I Iuainrain­
allowing thP full pri{'c. givPn for hr-nn and 
pollard quot"r! in th0 )VIP'"' to-daY-that 
f10ur will co·t the miller £12 13s. Eel. ]1er ton. 

:\h. IIrxH.I:II: The hem. m miler for ::\Iur­
r:unl·., , 'lid t}wt hP vmlr! '·'<ll flour at £10 
pt: r ton. 

:\Jr. (_i. P. _HARXES: T am pointing out 
thP nlln1r; pncP ·<'f \Yhcnt to-daY. ar·d 1vhen 
;\'}J(_ ..~.. cHh~anc('s flour ~.,·ill hJ.YP · to ach~~llf'•.!. 
But th:' han. nwinbcr ".Yill turn rounJ and 

.," Y:c:u p·iU fo·· : otc· wh'~'·'t a long tirne 
r't;o. lhP ho~1. mclnlH·r for Cunnir.~·han1 
"\>:.~s. nlPJ_'.nd t1w other ni=rht to . .,av thaL. but 
do the millc•rs lm:· \chr•rrt to loa!{ at? 'l'hP 
gr<'nt lmik of tl,p w],,.n.t tint \H' Lou;;ht then 
ha::;: }-·H'Il turHPd into fio~d· and In()nl'v l'""­

cdYf"~ for it lc·_1p: .•11,·o Tak{• our O\Yll ·{'aS<"'. 

I h q r go•L; into thP f] '"'.'Hl r. :al" hoin0. Rincc 
I '·nok{' 1u•rc tlH~ o:lwr d.lv :n conntction 
·with this mattel'. and I find that ... "cen­
eirrhth : oi t .. lw a.Y3 ilalii<' st•J.cb hc•lrl liv our 
flrm-: .. r 1 I b0liPYC tbis applir, to ·other 
fi:t·.:n :-will 1H:" ~·cr-:uirrr1 tc, InFii orJPr·· re­
f'f'F-f'd :nonths and 1nori-h :!go. and of the 
nthrr l'irrh-h I lind rha.t thP coct of that 
1Yhe.1t. '' hn1 nut into flou:t, P'-;-cceds hv 
~rv·prcl s}Jillinp;·. lH 1' ton the ,J.l1lOUllt th'lt we 
as tni1kr· ::.rc _:"kin.': :,s an adva::.r·'-

j,fr. HT.\~: Do von '.~_r a nsc in flour to 
£12 a ton i ju.,tiliccl? " 

:\Ir. G. P. R'>.RXES: I am ,avinrr that 
thP price 0£ flonr i., ,.£10 H-. •wr ton ;,', far. 
TLP hnn. rn;'!n_hPr i·, trving·, pPrh't,t>s not ·wil­
fullY. hut lus llkrjr_·:ion :?nc~·: to how the+ 
T " U\'f)('Uti •g that f!oar oho•!ld hP £12 
J.z. ... [\:1. l'Pl' ton. If it is to b: a.r a profit. it 

'hc1ld t)(' rnorP thc·1 that. But 
[9 p.m.] mv argmy,,ont is that if you buv 

wheat nt s,. 3rl. JWr bushel in 
Sych:r:. ·del the 6id. or 7d. per bushel, which 

fJir. G. P. Barnes. 

it will cost to land it here, you will not. 
onl} rE'qnirt• £12 13s. Sd. per ton for flour, 
but you 1vill require a profit on top of that. 
hut the mill0rs to-dav have not taken full 
advantage of the cmH'litions which obtain ill 
C·Jnncction with wheat. I have proved, and 
my company's books will provo, that we 
have not taken adYantage of the advance; 
aad whether there be war or no war, flour 
;vould have advanced in sympathy with 
thP acJyance in tlw price of wheat in the 
Soutlwrn States. If you desire that flour 
should be continued to bo sold at say £10 lOs. 
or £11 pPr ton, then you must make arrange· 
nwnts for the miller to be supplied with 
wh0at. and I go f'O far as to say, you 
supply thC' miller with wheat at the price 
and hP "'ill turn out tho flour for you. The 
othC'r 0ye:1inv hon. members made statemenh 
as to whether thcv could not run certain 
ine~·"tries. I sav bi1v the "heat and we will 
grist it for you ;1t c1~t, and thc>n se0 how yon 
Kft en. (HPar. hear!) Insinuation;;; ha.-vc bP('n 
mack, ccpccially in re<.("ard to the milling in­
rhzstry. wlwre the trade i··• done by making 
for•. arrl CEL!co. The insinuations that have 
l>eC'l u1ade ar<' positivelv unjust and some 
hon. !JlC"iHbC>r-R oppo~-~tE-' ought to kno\v better. 

:\h. ;\1.\Y: It is only a gamble; you buy 
early. 

;\Ir. G. P. BARXES: Yes; you buy early 
and '-'OH .c•ll t'arly: and thf' man who docs 
net. :ri1ake his sal~s -,carlv \Yill tnake no sale~ 
at all. -

::\Ir. THEODORE: Do you gamble in food­
stuffs? 

::\Ir. G. P. B_\HXES: I do not thank the 
h<·il. HH)n1her for his in:-innation. }lis 
garnh1in;r i"·, 111 aihJJwr con1Ill.-'dity. He 
i~ -,-':)ling ancl trading on tl1P credu-
litY 'he men -,vho ti·u--t him. It would 
];c ·hPnr nh me to trndP on tllP sympathies of 
a crrdahnu and confiding public. I do not 
kno~~,· tlv' ('"~Ec:. llO<tion of CYt>ry othPr 1nillt :· 
in the P,tat<' hut T do kno '\' that there is a 
gr'1('r,'d :;}lorta.c::e. and I cctre not \Yhat price 
tlw hoard rli•·tat··', ;vhen supplie>s are out, the 
llJillPr \vill l1~vf' to n: . .;p0nrl to thf' advance 
that he mmt pay for tho wlkut that 1s 
con1il>.6 forw;,rd. 

:Yh-. H GKTER : Tho board is not asked to 
do anything less. 

::\Ir. G. P. BARXES : I feel sure that if 
tlw be-n-d do thc•i1· dutv in th'lt particular 
rPS)WCt. you will find that they will oudor:oe 
the> actirn that we. a•· millel"·. have taken. 
I h -,\ no {I hi •etion. if , h lr>;,·lc·_· of tt(' 
Opr. '.'.Till <'OlliP ,tlm ":, to hn 1,,·:nr!.' hln1 
fads and fi,.,-uros to bear out what I have 
cairl. 

:YI... LARCO:\lBE (ltepprll: Th" h·:..n. 
m<'ml1cr for \V unYick n !','l"ct'' tho attack,; 
that havP lwen mud<· on the mombPrs of the 
1 o,; rd \Y~li{'h ha ,: p;in_'n it·, <nvard for the 
Brisl> nc· arPa. If th •t is reg-rcttdll<'. so also 
are th, ·ttacks that are from time to time 
nwd0 ll~; hon. Inf'InhPrs opposit» on tlH' han. 
rnernL·•r fot _i\{aranoa. and thP hon. Il1('InbPr 

for H<•rl c•··t. Thev wrv lirrhth make ,'ttacks 
on those> hon. mc;n1lwr·.... ancl "yet thPy com­
nlain hitt0rl,,- when then' is anv rPtaliation. 
'l'hPrP has l)c. n no dofinii ,, ch;,rgc l<"ve!led 
at eitlwr of tho"e han. nL mbpr,;, but simp!;. 
innnPt<rl~w~ :1:,~d in-in'l,,tinn , .. nJ nlC'nil>,•r­
OD]lo~ite ~hould L\:> unworth:: of nu.tking such 
cl~~rg:)s. particularly \VhPn they co1npJain flO 
l1ittcrl0 of th0 chargPs levelled at tlw mc_n;­
lwrs of tho l1oa rd \Yho;;e work we are cntl­
cising this evening. I contend that wo haYe 
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a ]JPrfcd right to criticise the work of the 
hoard. (_ \~rtainly. I arn not g-oing- to rnake 
any charge agaimt tlw memlwrs of tlw 
hoard as to thPir pri\~ate <'haraeh•r1-i, but 
I cc>rtainly do object to tho award they 
have arrived at. I sav tlwv han• worked 
on V\Tong vrincip:('"• ~ and" haYe arriYod 
at a 'vrong· dLtermination, a.nd ,.,urely v, e 
can do 1.hat \Vithout recriininatiun ! Surplv 
we can do that honcstlv and fairlv, an~l 
we can ask that the mc•tibers of thi,; board 
should bP subjectPd to the same l'riti­
cism that nwmbc·rc of this Honso arc. It i• .. 
evident that the object for which this Act 
was passtd has not been achieved. \Yhat 
was the object of it? \Vas it not to prevent 
an increase in the 11rice of conunoditics tu 
the peop',, of Quecn•-Iand at this juncture'! 
\Vas it not to protcd thc•m, during a time 
of nee• ,,sity, from being exploited by un­
scrnpulous trader·? That was tlw objPct 
that ~hP Prl n1l<•r and hi~ colk;tg-ues g'HVt' 
"\1 hf'n tlwy were diHcu:"·-;ing this logislafion, 
and that obj<'ct has undoubtedlv not been 
a ttainocl, as tho prict•s, a.e('ord.iilg to the 
detercnination of the hoard, have b.cn fixed 
n1ueh higher than thf'y \Ycro IJrPviou,,l;·. 
\Yh0rc> i,, thP utilit>v or -,~'n.;:• or l'PL ',;a ~)1 
appointing a board that has fixed prices 
higlwr than had ]ll'<'viously obtained? The 
"ward is simply hrcieal. The objcc•t of the 
.. ..-\C't ha·,; not hPen achic•v{'d as far a:-; the 
Southern rli:--trit i~ C''Hlc-.:~rned. I tru· \ that, 
a" far as CPntral Quccn·.land and Korth 
Qut> .. ·n~lancl arP < :JHCI_'l'lll'd~ thP rl' .ult.-5 -,~·ill 
bt• diffPrent. I have hope.-:, at~ anv rat(•, 
that th" CPntral Queen ;Janel award ;,-ill be 
diffPrf'nt. Kno,vin;;, as I do. the ]V'r:·mnnel 
o£ tl:' hoard, I feel nrc that thev will ,,·ork 
on diffen•nt principl<,; to thoRP ·worked or, 
],y nwmh<•I • of tho board i•; Southern Qn·'C•Js­
la~ld. ThPrc· i:; a :'USIJi( ion- a Yf'rv ~tron(~ 
Ml~IJi( ;o-1-in viev of 'vhat has +:d~L:n nlac;,' 
tlu:c tlw ''"arrl of thi:: boa,.d ie u job 
put lt)J on ihc part of the• GovNnmunt to 
di,-,crPrlit t~w principl<• of fixing price \Y c 
k11ow that HlC'n1hl'r Of)po~it£'1 arf' stronglv 
OJ1l"""d tc• tlw fixing nf pricee, and -,.·h,it 
could lw of mo! •• vahw, politic'llly, than 
thct th' work of !hP l""!rd in fhing pricc•s 
eho ·ld !Je an ,, 'b>ol 1tc• fmlurc? II on. m<'m-
1>er in the carne, C'VPn suggp:.;terl th<.tt 1-vhc:n 
thC' ~\cJ:. · w'1s bPing di~.:l.,sScd. Th{'l'P ha-, 
hopn no attc m~•t to ckal with tlw Ace in thP 
spirit in w 11ich it w,-cs pa ud. e•ithPr hcrp 
or in tlH' othPr Si.at0~. Tlw hon, memh('r 
for \V>rwick aL:o statc·s th.1t flonr mu·-t in­
{'rP:'l ' lwcause "\Yhc,,t has incrc·ns0d in pri,-:P. 
That do.-s net harrnoni,;e ···ith tho s' cctPment 
mado ],y th0 hon. memL•r for Dravton, when 
ho intin,a·kd, by means of CJPC:·tim'. that 
"hile wlwat had decrPased in pricP b,, 15 
P<'r ePnt .. flour harl increa·<'d by .£2 'WI: ton. 
That is i.hr chugo l0vPll-1cl h-: o~e ho"l. 
Inc·~nt"r c-~a]n;;:t l'nothP:' hon. HW-~:rnbf'r sittin­
c 1l thP ,-:a:mC' ~ide of tl1P II nU"C'. 

:ur. G., I'. B.mJS"ES: Yon know that tlw 
rjri{'(' of ~,s heat h0.:-: g"'Oll"' U!J. 

::VIr. LAH\'O::VJBE: The hon. nwmb,•r for 
Dr:yton ie1 a praetic ,1 ll'mcr. >and he knows 
~ts n1neh :--Lout thP fanning inch.vtry ns the 
·hon. JllPilll)l':' for \\ ... ar,riek. a.1~~1 in s;J<:inp: 
that I arn not sr, 1ki11g <li~,~Jal~lgin: .. d:,' of the 
hon. ,w niwr for IY'l'",•-ic:c. Tho hon. nwm­
~ 'cl' for Dravton said thd whil0 whr"t >v.,-
1';-duev_l in r~rict~ to t~l{l ('""<tent of 15 '\)('-'cent. 
f1ottr Tx:1s i:len·a~·,d by £2 pur ton . .._ 

:\Ir. G. P. BARXE~: You know the price 
of \\ hPa t was increased. 

:\Ir. L\HC'O:\IBE: I am giving the l'Yi­
dl'nce addu~Pd bv on0 of the hon. m0mber'R 
own eolkagm s. ·The board, in carrying out. 
their clntics, 0ntirdy ignored the method 
which ,-hould have guided them in arriving 
at a dett•rmination. The': should first of all 
haw de'llt with wholc.c-.ak prices. That 
should have• been thP very foundation, the 
n'rv bn,is, of anv award. \Yhat i,. the good 
of iixin" tho rc•tail price if vou do not also 
fix the ~·hole,• ale price? 'l'he retailer is just 
as Inw...::h a.. virtin1 of circtunstancv"' ·.as the­
con:4unwr, h0cau ~e if tbe J..Yhol.(;)salo lllPrchant 
put-, the price up on him. he must also put 
up tlw price or "'0 out of the bminc ss. Hon. 
1lll'lnhcrs on th~ other side have ch-arged 
Jncinhr>r"', on tLis :~ide \Yith having nl:,Hle an 
attack on ilw ret.cilc•re. \Yu han• dom' noth­
ing of thP kind, and i'~, is no good hen. 111C:n:1-

bers oppo.site trving to shift- onr <'hargc 
ar'ainHt thf' ~FholP~n,1Pr on to the ~mall retailer. 
TliL• hou. mPmbc-r for Bu·rum, in tliC' course 
o£ hi.< rPmarks. almost said that the Colonial 
Su~ar f{v~-ining Co1np.uny and o~her 'vholc­
sa1e~·s werP philant.hropic i11stit nions-that 
thov had ac~uallv "<'duce•cl prier' since tho 

a{· harl ocun'l'<'LJ: He >aid tlut the Colonial 
Sug :.r HPflning ( 10n1pany had ho ,~, n their 
patrioti ',•ll ,me) loyalt_c to that extept. One 
ha-- <>IIh- .o g-ivP that stc.tcnwnt a l!ttk con­
::idf'r,tti~n to ':-H<~1 ho,y alJ'·~urd it i:-:;. )Yp kno'Y 
that thL• C:Jlonial Sug-,1~ RP~ining Con1pan)~ 
have• purs'"'d tlw-" ta; li< cc previously. \V e 
kl~O\'/ tlHt prio~· to thf' t'tkin:::- of thL' rcff'rPn­
dunl ]lrGpo3 ~ l ,,, in 1911. tlH• Cokmi,·:l .Sugar 
H_pfinin ',," Cornp :1lly n•duc0d th0 pl'l{"C of 
suQ'al~ hy £2 pPr ton: hut. innn?diatPly the 
n•i<'r<'lHl ~w prnpo:"als ,,_~ere >Clt,fr",ted. thPy 
inen'a~~d the nricc again by £3 per ton. 
That i t!w wa\- thPv wo"k. But tLc people 
cr ~\u,,.tralia ,, ;w tl;ron~h thPir dnd~t', and 
the rHult ha, been the return of Mr. Fisher 
and his eollpa·ru~.'. and tlw rc~PrPnda. pro­
]HC•.als "ill ngain br snbmittc-d in the near 
futnrP, and will be u.rriPd hy a Ja:ge 
majorit,-. Tlw hon. me nher for Townsnllc 
jil·t'd .a:1d ridicul0cl mc1nbC'rs on this side an11 
thPir ind:J· 'rial collca•>uc-' kcausP we have 
net r:ono in for cu·op~ratiYC' con1paniC's-bc-

,p \YC haYf' not stn.rLed rc'tail shops our-
and gone into inrlustry generally. 

Th0 v orkcr-, l1avu done J littl0 in that direc­
tion in Brishfn, -and Rockhampton. In 
Rockhan1ptou thL"~Y haYf' dorw sp1£'1H1icl \York, 
her-:u~c~ \Yhrn a n->e of pric0~ 1..1Ccurr~·cl !hc~·e 
a fp·.,._~ \: r•k, ago th0 ·~ o~kc>, store 111 ho,'I{­

hc;muton rdu-(•d to rai.sc the pric0s. They 
wf'r,; approadwd by a certain party and 
askPd to gD int·.) comhinP and incrf'ase the 
prier,-, but thev rdm.··l to d<l so. \Yn know 
that +liP workel·, gr•n•'rullv arp limit•cd finan­
ci:,llv, c'ld i'I othc:r r<'SlW' >s, and the:<· cannot 
uml;rhh th" whole o: the industri< . of the 
State at one'. Inde<'tl. it is not their funr­
licm. It j, the f11rction of the Stat' to do 
thi,,, ... ,rork in ord0r to ~n·otPf>t the \YOr;=Prs in 
;i•:ws snch as ihPce, a1~-rl to do it effectively. 
~;ut tlw ~ttc• <H't' not do~ng it. ·,an,) they are­
pr ·mittin-r th:• workers ancl the people 
(\-,,Ilf'J"'' llv to lH' flPC'ec·d in an outrageous \V'<_~.~. 
I Lo1~iP · tlw GovPrnnl':->nt \vil1 rnake .':oino 
a~ten;pt to ln·ing about a revision of the 
ac· ard of the Southern Bo:ncl. It ic: a stand-
in:::_- now. It is HlOllU.orcnt of di',•.•rPdit 
t8 GoY(Tnrnern·. .and unlf th0y ar('-
c•Ji,,•r to l'L'Vi,:• it ~FJ.d UL'kc the L'Jard d,·d.l 
~,·itll,, th::_' ' .. ho1P~rdf' pri<:es at} weJl a'3 retail 
price .. , the· work of t.]w hoa;·r] is :utile. Tho 
boartl ;n' ~woce(·Lling on unsound principle~;, .. 

Jf r. L'lrcombe. J 
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at lH'P'jcnt, and ther(' will bp rJ- sati,-,;a('tion 
to the public of Quecw;,land -vrhile ;,,u~ h u 
1Jolicy is continued. 

:\Jr. O'fll~LLIVA::--l (/1, .llld!f): I >vould 
lih:Y to Bat a. i'{ \V \\·orr! c } ,fore the deh tte i8c 
dosPcl. f woultl not han' rist•n at all hat! 
it not }Jccn for tlw n·marks of tlF' han. 
lllC'rnlJer for \\'"a:'\\'idc a:)out the prire r,f 
-wlwat. "-~(~ ,-annot. of course, C'Ontro! the 
l)riC't- ~f 1Y·lu~at, }lec:1u-:: ... ' 1rc g'(-t whPE', froin 
tht• other S>.ttcc. But. •t•ing- th .t W<' gTow 
sulficiPnt "h,:,-.tt in Au . alia to sup;1l,· tlw 
whnlP of .• 'l.mtl·dia. it "' uuld )JC LeHc··r if W<' 
had th:• matter under Fecl0ral control to fix 
the pri1 ,• of ·dH•Jc for the hole of tlw 
States. Surely. in a. tiH~P like \VP ar>' ~(oin--; 
th cup;h at pr£hcnt. \VC should not ill'_re-lc-P 
th priPP of th0 co- ~1lno<litif's '" P grow fDr 
oursnlvc• ~ \V0 '·.h0uld not incre>n·>' tlw pric{' 
of. YdH'(,!t, Hnd WP ~hou!.d not incn\a'·Z' tlw 
JH'lC'P of lH'cf. 'Tlw:._·rdorP, the ;;:norwr the 
F0de1·:d Pa.r1iaHlPilt has '·ODlP control over 
tiH''" thin<r" t.l1P bettl!r it will J,<, for th'' 
Dl\\....<:)le of' th0 States. I a:~1 sure that the 
l:o•t;.,l ap]1oint··ct in +he Sonthe·n division 
has not clone the 'Yf~rk it -.ya:; prirnurily 
ap, •ointed to {]{j: it ha" not md th0 troublE' 
of t-hP eon .nntPI j at alL Th0v should sc)0 
tlut tlw who!P,ak:· ,1op., nnt r•xj.H'ct too high 
a uricP 1or thu conunndity ho is dealing v. it h. 
otht•rwi ·8 ~he rct·\iler ~xi11 1w r>ru~bt~d !1P­

hv< t>~l tlw Y\ holr>:.m.Jpr i.·nd thP con::nn:~··r. :"ncl 
in t-h:1t Wrt.', thP 1·et-.1ilPr >:~:·ill bt• onP uf tlll' 
''-

7 0.1'··· :"-Lfl\\;{'L··· 

Mr. R\"AX (in r":llv): I think th·.t th·' 
justification fnr 1novii1:( thi~ H'otion :hi:-; 
:-tftorncon h:-~- been ,,:unlv ~hown bv tht• <li~­
C'F=-·~ion that h~h tHkc·n · pl 'H ,, up(nl it. I 
rPgn•t that ·::t Ct'rtaln nrnount of lH''lt h:ls been 
int1 ,Jdu<'.; ,1 into ic h/ hon. lllPllll'Prs o~1P·--:o::f\, 
and r: l.,n a ;ertain ::t!l!ount o:f p1rt~\· f('.•liPg, 

ThL· TREAsrnr:~s: Fro:n ~.¥cn1.· O\\".. Y. 

::.\Jr. Rl.,..AN: ... \nv irupnrti£!.1 i!l<lil who 
lif;t~>n~.:•d to HlP Ino~-·ing thi~ rno(·io~l wnuld 
rPcognic.,} that I lH'P'..f ntN~ nT\. (':;(<' fro111 a 
non-~J>rty r~p:•<·t.- Th0 vPr~- 'natu:i'C" of tlw 
1notlnn it~df is ~n<'h as to llHJ.kr> i'~ r: nl­

narh". If I heel wi,h0d +o m~ \p t:li.o a 
l)art~· Inatt.,.r. I "\Vonld h:q·e br:z-~G·d it. h-· 
Inoving a dirl'ct vot<? of y nn,: of conH2t>nc·,, 
in tlw GovernnlL•nt. In~tcrrd of th.\t, 1 ln-...c· 
C'hc ·t•n thf\ prot C'rlur0 ,,·hi( l1 jg providf'd h~: 
the PL'.n(~ir;~ OrclPrs. whi('h lE-\ dowP th"r 
tlH' ndiournlHPnt of the JiotHP 1naY br nwvt>d 
for th~ Jmrp0'·c 1f cliPiting rlcl itr. T,, m .. 
n~ind. t:,p d(lfC'Hf'i' <)nt 11.1) bY th:• Pn Jlier and 
tho·'' >Yho fnllmn,l hi{n on lw n+ht>r ' .. "' 
\Ya;-. a 'iXLo''J k 0110. In thP LHlin. our e~u rgc• i~ 
thtt ~on,:\ of thof'e "\Vho:n th(• Go,:ernn:J.Pn',­
appointPd to b:' nH~n1.hC'rR ('f thP::r:> boards 
\n•-·p un3uitab1c. I did not k~lO'> nt th0 
~tarL that tlw ('hairn1~.:n of th0 SonthL·rn 
Br"' rd he:.! been a m,•mlwr of tho ':, : i<Jm 
<'Oln:.nittt 1-~ of thC' Prcn.lil'r. 

The PRE>liER: :\"ot recently. 

=.\Ir. R\~ \?\: PPrlwns ll\,~ rr Pntly, ~1nt I 
did not know that he, had be n a lllt"u!ll'r of 
the hon. gpn~·l<·1nan'~: <'lcetion <·on1n1itt'-'P n! 
nll. and I dc,irP to sa:· thc't I think it WI'· an 
inrlif'Cl't tion on tl>'\ nart of th0 hnn ~r;Td lr­
lllan tn appoint a }1,-r.scn \vho h~~d· 1~~-'-'~l a 
IllC'rnbPt of hi_.; {'lc. 1-ion t~lllinittC'P. 

The P7"E>1I:ZP.: ~ct a n1an of hi·. qualiflc:1-
tiOnf'. 

[JIJ_-, Larcombe. 

Mr. RY.\::\: Tlw hon. gentlennn eho_nld 
ha n• ·, oiJcd tlw l''•' -.ibility of .;my p0ht~, al 
colonr being givc>n to any o_f thPse appor_nt­
Inenb·, and I cn11110t ('OllC'l'lYe of al(vthrng 
that bt'arH more in dmt din•etion. If """ ha_d 
bt'l'll sittint; en tht'3i 1 bcndu•s, how ;Yon!d It 
h··· r\'g::rdl'd by hon. nwnlbPrs oppmnte If we 
had i&ppointocl a per~on .. ;1:h? .had bcPn :.t n1cn1~ 
ber of n1v elcctio,J;;l co1nnuttPe ': 

ThP PR~:HER : If hP had t.lw '''tllll' qualifiPa· 
tion-~ a3 thi £'l'ntlenwn, you could not do 
l •ttc>r. 

:!'.ir. RY.'I.X: Tlw hon. gentleman ma;~· holtl 
that vi{'"\1', btE, a~ a pnLlie nt,tn, l do not 
agrl'l >cith him. I think ·i"' ial c u·e should 
Lo takt'rl to H.Yoid ,:,ppoint. rlCllb of. llH lnben; 
of ";Oni' o'\ .;.! eL'G~on cn~~llrlit~·ce to nnportant 
po:~It:on". Our i~L~in ,_:.-,t;-u·k wa_, direc~Pd at 
OHH' of the appoin:·~nPntr, ~n~d <.!,t ~he ~nl'thod 

of prol'edun• adoptul by ,·o "" of ~h!' .'Joards. 
1 no ~~ tlL.t in tlw C\•n+-ral drvl:ilOn t 1w 
ho~~rd in S(•tti.ng al- .Jut its \York point,•cl. ~nt 
that tlwv ' '-'l'l appointncl under the Ofhnal 
Inqu1riP~ (J;~-ddc•lH ) ~\ .. ('t. and all. \Yitnc~,~e8 
\Vl·t·e pLcud on thur oath. That I not -::he 
pror· .. ·durc tlw ~- ha~~ b2Pn adopt('d hc1·e, and 
! do not :>;t'L' that anv st:-;v:; ha:- e bc<~n talH~n 
t.o n1ake propL·r incpliric; ith a vie,,~ !o as-
C't rtain "·<'h~·t i.- right 1--, "is upon \YhH'h to 
fix pri<'t·.-;. \YP L' hn(l th·=· s}w~·t·,-cl,• of 
holcn~dP Hlerc:w_nt:-:; herP I>ro··lainnng t~at 

th \\ PrL' tht> ·Jus r, ~,poll·· ;blc• for having 
th· '"lr~~ of ln·c;~lght dcHVll. \Yhcn l 
n·;ke({ tl lh1'1. nH-nlH~' for ~Iurrn:nb1 \.Vho 
\\·a, to hlanw for flCJur ,, oiw np b £12 lOs. 
a t~n <r :tPr d11• dPe~arnt.ion of \var, lH~ !".,'lid, 
.. ThP -rnill(\r:5." Tlw hor. !llhllbPr fo:!' \\"ar­
\Yiek. who i :.·· .y·ia~-c·d ith th :t )wrt.icnlar 
industrc. of courol'. IW1nralh· tlpfl'nd hinL If. 
~Iy ob]l.'t't in sking tho l;on. llH· nb0r f~n· 
J., .. hnTulnba r.lwt qu< ~· ;,Hl \Yas to as~··(~l't.nn 
npcn \VhO'-<' :-:honlder-, t,> p~a<:P the bl~llllf'. 
Bnt P lLYe the f~, i~ rPn1a1nrng that tlonr 
did jlE:~p to £12 1:: '· a ton and that it \Y,::-> 
t.lkPJ:l (~(r\Yll t hnc·t i~l~~iit.'di~d· ;~,. \YP Ul'f' 

told +-hat t h<' L · 11 \Ya ,,, ~:uP to t lrp rnerehant~ 
Inakillrr ou:.:·ry ag<.dn·~t tlw i11Cl'PH:3fl in 
priC(', bnt r think tlw pnb~ic of Qllf\fl~l.Aland 
will quit: UlHL u:d th ·:t j t YIHS d,lG to the 
llHlt\'- r twiL:.,__-c y.._'ndla:,•d iu th2 IIolL;;C', and 
t·) th·, fear tl1~:t l'"X~ .f._•J in th~' ndncl~ of t~-W"'f' 
who \Yl'l'P r pousihlf' fdr thP ri ' that they 
v- :)nlcl nw: "\vi->h 1 ,nhli~· l'PlJrobntion f,,r tl-- .•ir 
:·.'t:ion. \YP 1'~'"'-- ~-.~rt~ ';11 .illu:::tr·YHon nf 
whPt i.~ ;o;ub t",u· !all-: Labonr lP::d:-!ation 
b int ~poilr'<l hy Li1 ~ral f~chnini~·tnn ion. 

".\=r. RY~\X: Dy not havin·;;; 
a,llni~,i:- .... ru·).ion. 

ThP Pm::.1L R: c\l· olutel.v 'ymp•tthdic. 

).~r. H~l.\.X: ThP hon. lll-·nlwr for BtnTnln 
proc1ainF·d th:rt tb1s (li.~ l~· .;ion had luu1 a 
1nm-t bt'lll'Ildal ef"t,rt. ]l"·c-·u;-;P it '·hO"\VPcl thn:, 
le-~;i·,1nt1cu of thj ki1Hl wa~ inli!l'ai:'tieJ h1(\. I 
~··lv ~: .ho 1v , :·ha:· i:ht• l(·,·:i: hu io:· i~ go~HL but 
tht• ,,,]mini,ir.,tion i< [,·,d. I !men·: lw Prc­
lllit•r lllU~"i th'fvnd his O\\ n vcltuinibtrn.tion. 

Thu PnEc!ER: It dPft· ·:d it:·:-!£. 

\Ir. R~'·;~:;~: Hnt th0 n•· ult dlo',\ ·., th.lt. thP 
~ tion c)f the GoYt'l'IF~H'nt in .'l1 ~"..'.'Hr(l to f:onw 
of tlw HPllOinLu•nt~ lP"i bPPn ill-:ulYi•,ed. 

TlH' PR"•ilER: ThP rr,ult ;·howR th.t the 
Gon'~'lll!H'nt h ... l <' appohltl'd In·'n ,··ho lL~~ac~.·­
tand thPir busiEP3 ··· 

::Hr. H''Y,..~\X: It .'hov,;s that nri~.·e~ have 
bel'll rai:- _•d h~·~·orHl t:lo~e lH'evailin;~ and I 
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nnch'r.-,tood that tlwsc bc,ll·tb \Y.-rC' appointl'll 
to kPPp prices dol\Tll. not to ~(~nd thun up. 
ThP hon. nw1nlwr for ~Iaranoa is wl'll 
acquainted "ith tlw \1 hde bnsirH'''', and h~ 
~..tys that the\ \vhole::ale nwr{'hant:-3 put on 
12~ 1 ,~r cenL on n1o~t of thei .. ' linPs. 

Thl' l'HKIIIER: Imported lim's. 

::\lr. RYA::\!: \Yell, cYen if the• were rm-
portl'd lines. ' 

The PHE1!IER: \Yhich hanJ not been dealt 
with yd. 

::\lr. RYAI\: \Yhat n'ason had they for 
putting on 12~ per cent. if the goods \Verc 
111 stud~ whPn the war eon1n1enccd '! It has 
bec·n conclusin'IY shown to the ''Jtmtrl' bY 
this deLate that • hon. membHs on the othe.r 
:·ide are in f;'l.Your of ine1·pasing prices~ 

GOYElllDIEXT ::\lDIBERS: Xu. 

:11r. R YAI\: \\-e arc told, "If you arc not 
vlca···C'J With that, dart C'O-Olleratiyo store,_; 
cour dH•,,," \Ye were told that about the 
l!vlo.:lial Sugar Rc1inin!:r ConllJUllV in con­
ncrdon lvi-t-h <·<:ne prh ... 6oard.3 ;\·hen the hou. 
membc'r for Durrmn prodaimod the urg0nt 
lll'('l', >:"Ity for "'lLh board~. This SPssion dH':; 
d.}~ that the re1nedy for the· roinpPtition o"i 

big finns is co-oppJ·atiou. 'l'hat is onh side­
~tt:pping th~· i:-SUP. But nPrhans tht; 1no~>t 
regn:tt'lble rhtrt of the' ai·gunu~nt.') of hon. 
nlelnbcrs on dw DthPr side was their acctF.l­
i .ion that this n1qti-)n vras lllOY<.'d h"'· me \vith 
tb~~ obj~~ct o! gaining politk,d ca~,~iLd. Thu 
han. member for :\Iurilla and other members 
s tid that plainly. 

Mr. ::\IoRG.\X: And I rc•pcat it. 

:\lr. HY.\~: I am .zlad tlw hon. mf'mb<•r 
doe'·', They a],.o sa;~· -that there' arp manv 
people in Queensland who u_re d('ceived h\· 
our attitude in this HL:ti:Pr. and that th~' 
< n: -hing ddent that tL·' Lib, raJ partv rc· 
ePiYed on Satnrda""', last Wc13 occasiouc'd bv 
Llctics snch as I hin,, adc,;,ted to·night. ' 

Tlw PREiiiiER: The po•;ition to-da,- ancl laot 
f-laturday is jnst tlw SHlllL'. -

Jtir. HY"\I\: Ju,t tlw sunw! lYe haw 
k ct told thc·ct a. majoritc· of tlw pPople of 
().nt•en" i:1nd L 1 'l e f,P<.•n clr,.:'-,ivPcl ~ the tactics 
of the Labour D~utv in tllis Inattcr. rrho 
po~irJon ratlu_)_,_' -j ., t'hat n1ajority of tho 
JH•ople of QuN•nslancl arc convinced bv our 
cction, and attitmlP thrrt we haYc thei1· in­
tcrc.ts at heart, and that we ar0 not afraid 
to ,•.ta:ad Ul) in our pla('f' and fight for those 
;~ho an' not ~ble to iif:;ht for th:o;melves. I~ut 
1. ho.L memh,•"e on tlw otJcpr side would Ilk<· 
to hnYe lll} OIJinion dS to i\l10thcr ~-;rt of 
tactics that contribult'd to the cnr•hinu 
dPfPat of the Liberal nartv on Saturdm· 1 
would re1nind thc•n1 fhat ~ jt iR bccau•·'.; 'of 
the re,c,<mtm<•nt of tho JWoplo of Qu0emland 
and of Ausb·alia gene,;·,, lk at thP grm,: Ebc•ls 
that 'St~r0 cast unon this vartY bv accnsi::Jo· 
thc,m of dislovalt:,-, • • " 

0PPOSITIO:\ iiE;!f'ERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. RY.'\N: Libelling th" brave mPn wh& 
are out in the can1!) at Eno~gera and in 
oth<'r parts of Amtralia, who arc preparinfC 
to go forth and lose thPir liYcs for tho people 
of QuPenshnd and Australia. 

Mr. ~IORG.\~: They arc not all socialists. 

1.fr. RYAN: The British flag-" the red, 
wh1tc. and blue"-was usurned bv the 
Liber~tls on Saturday last. - · 

Tho TREASURER: I saw you wearing it. 
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:Hr. l~ YA::\!: I wore it, and I wore the 
Lal:;our colour~, too. l :o'~.nY a plaC'ard, 
.. Yot< for Liberab al!Cl ke<'!J the !lag fly· 
ing." and all that sort of rubbi~h. Tlut 
PccountPd .a great deal for tho erushing­
ddPat of han. members on tho other side 
on Saturday, beca:>sc the great majority of 
the people are £air·minded and right-think­
ing, and thc'y know that there are no more 
loyal subi<'cts of tho King than the sup­
porters of this party. 

:\Jr. ::\loRGAN: Don't claim that all those 
v, ho are going to the front are sucialist::;. 

::\Ir. RYAN: V0r' manv of thc•m are 
(Ilear, i,e;u.) Indeed, I tl1ink tbe majority 
of them are sunJortPrs of this party, and I 
'·'Y all lwnour to them, no matter hat 
)Hlrty they b<•long to. (Hear, hear !) But 
what I do object to is thut one party should 
daim the crPdit for all the loy;dty, and 
,hunk! ncmrp the flag of tho Briti,·h Empire 
in ordc·r to try and ~rain a political crd. 
l arn glad they got their answer. rrhe hon. 
mLmh;'r for Bur' um, in p)ahorating his con­
tf'ntion th \t \Y0 are enclcaYouring to gain 
political C'apital, C'OD1tncntecl Ul10ll thf' fa(·t 
that v <' have the slloctaek of the lr>ader of 
the Ojlposition witl1 price list~ in his hand, 
in this How<c. H<' said, wh:v han' we bePn 
:-l't!t ht>n' to n·ov0rn the 1)e011le ·: Tho,,o \Vf'l'n­

thc word~ h" mecL I am quite prc,parGd to 
kctY<' the verdict to the people, but I know 
of no '"ore · aercd duty of members of this 

House th<m the dut•' we huYc 
[9.30 p.m.] h"''n png,,~;ed in this afternoon. 

\Y" must not forget that in thPsc 
'"t''('llll<llJ'!. tin1< s th(•rp are n1an;,r 1nen who 
arc Pmploypp, who have not gone to the 
froni in tht\ war. ThQrC: ar0 other n1en who 
lL1_Y,' (,:;onr to tlH" front a.nd left wh-~ ~ and 
bmiliPs behind thPm, and thr re arc lll3'Cl\" 

men "ho lr:nc not gonP to the front and 
\dlO arc• dP!JriYPd of their em!>loyment, and 
\Yhn havf' wiv0s and fmniliP.s dPlH'nding on 
tlwm. Tlrosp children haY<' to t:!lm les~ for 
tlwir hrPaldast in the rno:ning i£ prices are 
higher. 

::\1r. }J:oPJ: \X: Jt \Yill be th<' Liberals who 
''ill look aftPJ' their win''' and families. not 
your party. (Opposition disse"lt.) , 

~,fr. RY.\K: I shall Pert~iuh not hhitate 
to do mv dut" on the floor of this House and 
·, oiee O'l'r oninions a;-; to wh-~t should bp donn 
for thP1n. 'r hus ~ not heard Ollf' word fro!n 
Hw tin'o this motion was mm cd till now that 
cond•"" :nn;:-J thC' action of eertain par~i(-,, in 
r :_i.,lr., rL·iecs durin\:' tLi~ v;,'\1'. \Ye all kno\V 
that it Ins lv,en donP. \Ye ]mow the •,ra7hin?: 
remarks that fl'll from thP Premier the firet 
tilnt.' th0 n1at ~or \YaR rai,.,.cd -re1nark.::l" for 
IYhieh I giYc him C'rPdit. 

The Pn. ~liER: And the board,, arc earryin~ 
t!wt out. 

).Ir. RY.\X: I only ngrct that they are 

Till' I'R.111ER: They are! 

l\h. HYAX: \Yhilc I rc'nhin n memb<'r of 
thi. Hou.c• I ehall ncycr hesitate to bri11g 
unrkr public noticP matters of this kind that 
I think require the attention of Parliament. 

:\Ir. ::VIORGA::s- : ::VIer,, heroics. 

::Yir. RY" \K: It is not mere heroics; it is, 
an ab>olut<' n<wcssitv. I know there are manv 
women and children now who have to om·tail 

Mr. Ryan.] 
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their supplies 011 account of the high p1·ices; 
>•.nd tlwy aro made of that stuff, and the nwn, 
j·oo. are mad0 of that stuff, that they b0ar 
without eomplaining. (llear. hur !) If wo 
shrink from our dutv. if we are afraid to 
rai:<-2 our ,,Toiees hero "bocausc \Y{_"\ rnav offc"IHl 
tlrt~ nwrehant or that. 'vo would lH' ~ fal:;;e to 
tlw tru.'t which was placed in us wlwn the 
people ::erl us here•. 

::Hr. BEBniXGTOX: \Yho is afraid of offend­
ing lll('rcha;-lt~: 1 arn not, neither is allJOilC' 

·OJ• this side. 

Mr. RYA:\': Tlw dC'puty karl0r of the 
farnH'r; part~ did not tlunk it worth his 
"hile to speak U!JOil this motion. liP re­
rnaihed clou1u'd in f-ilenco, but tho::;e hon. 
HH'·lnbcrs who ditT ~poak \Ynro all in favour of 
the high pricee_. and condemned us for had11g 
aceu:;;ed <"f~rtain rnen of being di:-::honos«. 1 
have rnany friond~ arnon!{8t the nwn:hant; 
and rehil<'rs of QuL'<'n>land. a11d I think that 
th0y aro H", honc~t a& any uiher ~e('tion of tlw 
conlnlunity; but thcr0 are sonre vrho, unfor~ 
tunately, take advantage of >trPnuous timP:J 
likP tlwse. This Bill was brought in to cope 
with this, and I think that the boards whieh 
have been appointed-! do not sav all of 
thern. Lut sorue of the1n-hav0 not ~ri:-:;Pn to 
the oceasion and al'(' not ('arrying out the 
purpos<''· of the Aet. Tho c•hjP<'t sought to be 
attainC'd bv tl,is motion has bP<'ll attainPd. 
lt was moved. as all such motions are lllOV0d. 
for the purpOFC of allowing dio<'Ussion anc! 
debat<', and drawing public att0nt;on to the 
matt<'r. It is not, as a rul<', put to a division. 
bPcau~P tll!' obje('t is not to hav(' a divi~ion 
of the Hous<'-not to adjourn the House-but 
to have a debate upon tlw mat:·pr to n•ntilatP 
it. I trn•·t that the n·sult of thP debatt· will 
bP bPrwfwial not unlv to the rnernbPr,_. of the 
board in seeing that' tlwy will do thPir duty 
a little bC'ttPr than tlwy have bC'Pn doing. hut 
that it will be of sonw rPal bew·fit to the 
_pPrsons in ,,-hosl" inter(~sts it w:.u; nrovPd. I 
ask leave to withdra\Y the motion. 

Tlw SPEAKEH: Is it tlw pleasun• of the 
Honse that tlw motiou movecl bv tlw lna<kr 
of the Opposition bP withdrawr;: 

HoxorRABLE :\IE:IJBER :· : Hear. h0ar ; 

::\Iotion witlHhawn accordingly. 

lWCKHA::\IlPTO::'-l" HARBO"CR BOARD 
ACTS AJ'.IEKDME::\T BILL. 

I~rTI.\TIOX. 

The TREASURER (Han. \V. II. Barne;, 
B1( ·,·,;) ba). iu rno' ing-

,. That the IIou.-.3 will, at its next 
sitting-, resolve itself into a Committee•. 
of the ·whole to consider of th•c dc•,ir­
ableness of introducing a Bill tD furth0r 
r.mend t~Ie Rockhampton Harbour Board 
Act, 12%-1910," 

said: Briefly, I would like to explain that 
tho Bill which I am now seeking leave to 
introduce makes provision for twelve morn­
hers, one of whom is to be appointc·d by the 
Governor in Council, and the remaining 
ele.-en are to be appointed by the local 
authoritie-s. Hockharnpton will appoint four, 
North Rockharnpton one, and then the other 
municipalities extending out will also have 

[Mr. Ryan. 

representation. Thoso nearer to Hockhamp­
ton will ha Ye it in the usual "ay as at a 
municipal dection, and those removed some 
conv.iclerable distance away will appoint one 
of their number. The greatest number of 
votes which any ratepayer can have will be 
three>. I think it is not nccess.try for me to 
make' anv furth<'r remarks. as what I haye 
said cm·Z,rs pretty well the uhJe<'t of tho 
Bill \1 hich is practicalh on all-fours with 
,on:e: of the mur" libNal measures of this 
kind v, hich ha .-e lwc>n introclu<'ed in tho 
Hous0. 

Mr. ADA11SO::\: I had hoped that this Bill 
would have bcL'n one that would have shown 
that th" Liberal Go.-ernmcnt-the democratic 
Government that thev call thcmse!Yes-\' ere 
trulv democratic. \\';, would like to soe this 
Bill" made the best Dill in Qneensland, and 
\Ye \Yt re anxious to ha vo tho parlia1nentary 
frunchisP, not the ratepay(•rs' franc~ise, and 
\\ l1ilc there mav lw some ppople m Rock­
h~mpton who are content with that, tho 
members on this side of th:' House, the 
Labour party in Rockhampton,_ and a great 
mass of the e!C'ctors, arc anxwns that we 
sivmlcl ha vc the broa<l<'st franchise po -8iblC'. 
\Vh0n the time com0s I will hnve something 
to sav in relation to thi·• matter. At pro-

C'llt f wonld ap1JPal to the Trea:-:;urPr to con­
:,idl'r as to wlwtlwr lw could not widen the 
c·cOJW of the Bill. I think '"" onght to have 
a broader franchis0 altogPther. I do not 
think that payers of du0s and a fnY of the 
r:~tepayd'.< ,honk! say who should be on the 
!Joard. I think that the consumer. who after 
all rC'ally pa:;" all the chargt's. c.honld have 
a gn~at deal nwrc ~ay as to who shall reprc­
>ent the people of Ho<:khamptoJ?-, ::nd ~hat 
tlw com;umC'r in the CPntral d'str1ct nght. 
out in the \Yest should h;~ye a l!l"lat dPal 
morP f·a·.- as to who should bC' on tl](' board. 
Of courSe. \Ye vrelcon1e srnall n1ercie,J, and 
v.-hpu we { :nuwt ~et a full loaf \V<~:' are pn)­
parr d to take a half loaf .. hut if \YO call in 
anv wav liberalisc the Bill the Tr<'£•.surer 
0 ;, dcpc·nd upon it that we will try ~o do so. 

Question put and passed. 

LIQl'OR ACT .UIEN"D::.\1E::\T BILL. 

IXITIATIO~. 

The IIO::.\IE SECRETARY, in moving-

,, That tho Ilouso will. at its next sit­
ting, rc;;olve itself into a Connnittee of 
the \Vhole to consider of tho desirable­
ness of intro.._!ucing a Bill to an1Pnd the 
Liqu,'?r Act of 1912 in certain particu­
lar~. 

f:aid: For the infonnation of han. rn-crnbers, 
I mav sav that tho Bill that I propose to 
!H'P"':t';lt wil1 not in a~(V \vay alter th:o policy 
d the logi,Jation \'. hieh was pas~ed m 1912. 
but it has bPen found, as tho result of ex­
pericnrt:: in adrniui~tration, r~_~''t certain ~~nall 
amendmcnL> aro 1wcessary for the purpose 
of improving the administratioYl of tho Act. 
The Bill will contain certain amendments 
which have b<'en alrcadv indic'ltcd, such as 
the one that has reference to accommodation 
in hotels which were already licensed prior 
to the p:tssing of the Act. There will also be 
a proYision in comwction with the prohibition, 
which under the terms of the prosE>nt Act 
exists in connection with the s11pply of liquor 
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:to passengers in steamers on the high seas 
when making their passage from port to 
port. There is also an alteration made in 
con net tion with the bona tide tya·.-eller c-law"' 
of the Act. The Bill will contain a proviso 
that a lorlg~r rnay be a pPr~ou arriving at 
an hotel on 8und:t·v. ·who ~ati-..fics the licC'r~.~PC' 
.that he will becon'le a bona fide lod0;er. m: 1 
will remain there on the Sunday night, .-lull 
have the sanH' privilP,6£' as a pprson ·who 
has been there on thl' Saturdav nig·ht of 
be-ing supvlir-d with liquor during tlH'c hours 
limited for the supply of liqum- to lodgPrs 
in hotels on Sundav. Probablv. the mo·-t 
impoYtant ~nwndmPnt in thP Bill-is one which 
has been nece";itated bv the doubll' disso­
lution of the Federal House of Rcpre,C'nL;­
tives and the St>nate. 

111". THEODORF : Another erime of Joe 
-Cook's. 

The IIO:IIE SECRETARY: The Bill does 
not propose to deal with the mattl'r from that 
point of vi0w. The pre,;ent _\ct provide,; that 
tlw first poll on the que;tion of the reduction 
of the numbc e of licensed housee shall takP 
place at the next Senate election. and whPn 
the Act "as pas·ed it was anticipated that 
thP next fl,orwto C>[eetion would b0 in the veal' 
1916. Owing to the double dissolution. tiw1·e 
\\ill be no Sen.lte election until the vear 1917 
--that is. in the ordinar~- cour::;e o.f thino·s. 
Thf' contention of both. those who w;re 
advocate, of the liquor party and thos2 1vho 
'vere advocate~ of the ten1perance party was 
that thP poll ehould be hdd on thP occasion 
vf an election. so as to securn a n:prpspnta­
tivc vote. Tlw Bill propoS<"' that thP period 
for the first reduction poll shall be thf' vpar 
]917. whf'n there y;ill, in the ordinary course. 
bP a Sf'nate election; but it is furth<'r pro­
Yided that, should a dis,;olution take pla<'e 
before that time and no SenatP election be 
held, the Gonrnor in Council shall dwose a 
day in that yertr when the f1rst reduction poll 
Rhall be taken. 

::\fr. HYAN: That is a very remote con­
tingency. 

The HO:I\IE SECRET_\RY: Quite so. As 
far a•' the poll on the question of total aboli­
tim_t is. conc_Prned, which, under the present 
lPgrslatwn,_ IS to take place in the year 1925, 
that date IS pre.·.erved, and whether there is 
an eleetion or not the poll will be taken in 
that yPar. Those are the principal amend­
ments in the Bill. 

Quc--tion put and passed. 

FACTORIES A::\D SHOPS ACTS 
AJ\IEl\'D::\IE::'\'1' BILL. 

SECOND READING. 

The SECRETARY FOR FCBLIC WORKS 
(Han. \V. H. Barne .. , Bulimba): In moving 
the sPcond reading of this Fmall Bill I desire 
to. state that it is, as han. members are 
posfibly aware, a measure dPaling with the 
hour:s of busin0s." in barbers' :.hops. 'rhere IS 

a special proYision in section 50 of the pTesent 
Act for barbers and otheT>e, and the Tesult is 
that those people are not able to avail them­
':f'h·es of the ordinaTv we0ldv half-holidav in 
the same way as pdrsons e;1gaged in other 
businesses. According to that provision they 

hanl b keep oJ•<!ll on a SatuTday afternoon, 
and ck·s<' on· a ThuT•·da v afternoon. so that 
th<\y an: d0barrC'd frotn haYing thP advantage 
of thP Raturday half-holiday which other lH'r­
sons enj(;y. l think it will be admitted by 
hon. members that a holidav on Thur·-dav 
afternoon is not equal to a holiday on Satu;. 
day afternoon, bee~ use on Thursday after­
noon they cannot enjoy their holiday with 
other p<:ople. I know it will be argued that 
there are sevf'Tal rPa'-'ons wl1y this Bill should 
not be introduced, and I may anticipate some 
of the objections that may b" advanced. I 
can well remembcT that when early closing 
was fiTst introduced it wa> said that it would 
be impos,ible to carr~~- it out, that the effect 
on the public would be disastrous. and that it 
would upset the conditions which wc>re then 
preY ailing. 

::\Ir. THLODORE: That wa•. said by members 
on your 8id('. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pl:BLIC WORKS: 
Son1c of the Libr-ral n1etnbcrs then a'o':JOciatC'd 
with this side of the Hou.:e went in for earlv 
dosing before an~ Act of that kiiJd wa~s 
pLt<·Pd on the statutP-book. Howeve1, as l 
han) said, that objection ''"'· takt•u to the 
introduction of ouch legislation. LateT on. 
us hon. rnernbcrs know, "\Vhcn it "\Vas propoRecl 
to clooe butcher:·>' shops at an eady houT it 
\Ya< "·aid that that was impos,ible, and I 
know it will be argued that if barbPrs' shops 
•l'<' closed on a Saturdav afternoon it will not 

bC' possible for men to get a sha Ye. 

1Ir. RYAN: You nrc fighting a ghost. 

The f\EC'HETARY .FOR PT~BLIC WORKS: 
::\o; I am sin1ply anticipating some argu~ 
lllt>nts which will be brought forward. Han. 
nwrnbers opposite will probablv elaim bv and 
by. that this propos<•d amcndr,;,c-r>t is due to 
their pffort.'·. Am-thing that is good and in 
thP interest of th0 worker tlwv sav thcv do 
bnt anything that is bad is dorle by the tlthe~ 
fellow. However, this Bill v. ill give to the 
rn0n who arc cngagNl in this particular busi­
ness the same hcilitiPs for obbining a Satur­
dav half-holiday a' are givPn to othPr people, 
and I have therefor<' pleasure in moving that 
the Bill be now read a second time. 

c\Ir. RYA::'\: I have much pleasure in sup­
porting the second rndiilg oi this Bill, and 
I am sorry that it has not been introduceci 
soom'r. I -,.,._qret that the Minister, in intro­
ducing the second reading. should have ex­
prc•,.·cd the opinion that there 1vill be strong 
objections ta\pn to it on well-known Tory 
grounds. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC \YORKS : I did 
not ~ay 'such a thing. 

::\fr. RYX:'i": I \\ant to assure tho hon. 
g<•ntll'man and the hairdrC'JSere that the 
Labour party will sc>e that the oppo"ition to 
the meucure will not be suc•,e:-sful. \Ye shall 
help the Treasurer through. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \YORKS: He 1vill 
be able to get through without your help. 

:Yir. RYAN: I do not know about that. 
~Yhat we aro coneerned with is the people 
mtended to be benPfited. \Y" do not want 
to make political capital out of it at alL and 
I am only too delighted to think that the 
measurB has been introduced. and I hope 
it will be speedily placed on the statute­
book. 

Mr. Ryan.] 
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::'vlr. B:\HBER (Bunr/al;uy): 8t:Ping that 
I ha Ye taken ·"mue a.ctiYe iutel''£-""t 1n this 
m:lttPr. I 'm' pleatwd to BN' tlwt tlw Hon. the 
Trc.asur<)r ha~ bro~1ght thn rnea~ure in. \Yhat 
I rpp·et i" that for the ]a,\ twelve months 
the nren lw. YP been 1 )racticttlly done out o£ 
a i:ioon which I think the·· could have had at 
least tweh·e months ago. Of courP, I clo 
not blame the Treamrcr for that. The han. 
rnelnlJer will rc•1nember that we had h-.;;o or 
thn'e deput.ations to him on the matter, and 
thl ruPthud of rneeting in confPrt)nce 'vas 
adoptud. arrd it \Ya,~ found, after fixing up 
vanou~ agTN':rwnt•· that tho wholl thing h'll 
through. ~\ncl, in my opinion. the only prac­
tical \Vay to -'cpttlc tnis n1atter is by legisla­
tion. ;:,nd I rnust r·ongratulate the Tr{·asurer 
-it ;, not often I do-upon carr} ing out the 
promise hP made to a very largP and repre­
sentaYiYe deputation sony• tin1o rxgo, that he 
lvould introdut'f) legi:-.lation this :-::p~sion to 
dPal with thi-, mattPr. The .,-hole sntem has 
be<.:>ll a ypn- unsati:.;factorv one tO a v~_·rv 
large body-" of \VOl't hy c~rnplo:vces. A" ;. 
matter of fact, the Thur~day afternoon half­
holiday has not bpnefited them to anY ex­
r,:•nt. b"{ ,•au~l' '\ hPn thPre hJ.s h-,en an orcfinurv 
half-holida:,.·, sny: on thP :\Innday, the~p rne:i. 
in the v::~t 1najority of <:>a.ses. haye had to 
work on the Thursdav aftPrnoon. I undcr­
:stand that cs :•n a-t t'hi::J juncture, attL·~npt:-:; 
han• be<m made to g-et the men to arrange 
tlu•se 1nattcrB bv eonfPrence. to con1e to an 
a,<!T('Plllf'L' to \~·ork till half-past 1 o'clock 
on Sa•urday and till ha!f-pa,;t 6 o'c:ock on 
ordinary days. But. as a Inatt('r of fact. 
hll''Ollf' who underetdnds this business at all 
k11'uws that at 1 o'clock, if there arc elients 
waiting in th0 f:.hop. the nwn lmve to ·:-;have 
or cut the hair of tht~"1e cnstonwr,, wi~h tho 
re,;u:t th,lt the··: do not (!et awav ven· oftc•n 
t~ll h:·lf-pa,t l'or h:Jf-1la:s't· 6 o'eiOck. ·r quit(~ 
r\.:>cognise tltat there \Yill haYe to b<) a eon­
, iderabl<> amount of g-iv~ and take on this 
mattPr. I do not want to 'aY rnueh on the 
<J!H'4ion. beeause I believe that the measure 
will nTPiYe the 1'-Upport of, a~ an:"-· rate, a 
larg-o )ll'oportion of thP members of tlw As­
>embly, and I ha vc very nmci1 ple ~wre in 
~upporting the Sf'{'ond n1ading. 

:\Jr. BERTR.\::'vi: I want to sav briPflv 
that I a ·n plPascd to sec that the Treasurer i's 
giYin~ cffert to a fHOinise that he gaye sonu~ 
timP aLo to the Hairdressers' 'C nion. 1 
think the union arL to be congratulated on 
the su<'<'Css of their agitation, and I hope, 
when the measure gets info the Committee 
St-'s<·, it will nnt be amended. I know that 
thNc i" a mon'mcnt in the ctircrtion of get­
ting it amended in the \vay mentioned by 
•he hem. nwmber for Bunclnberg-that is, to 
Pxtend the tiwc to half-pa•.t 1 o'clork on 
:'laturday and to 6.30 p.tn. on ordinary nights. 
I hope that no attempt made in that direc­
tion will be assistNl bv 1he TreasurPr; I 
hope that he will stick to his original inten­
tion of passing- the Bill '}S we have it be­
fan' us. I do not want to take up the time 
of the House further than to e:q1rr"'s the 
hope• that it will go through in that form, 
and to congratulate tho Hairdressers' 'Cnion 
on tho succeso oi their effort., and the 
Treasurer on having introduced it as we have 
it before us. 

Question-That the Bill be now read a 
spconcl time- put and passed. 

The committal of tho Bill was made an 
Order of thf' Day for to-morrow. 

Th0 House adjourned at four minutes to 10 
o'clock. 

[2lfr. Barber. 

Questions. 




