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814 Appointiments to Control

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

WEDNESDAY, § SeprEMBER, 1914.

The Seeakzg (Hon. W. D. Armstrong,
Loeiyer) took she chair at half-past 3 o'clock,

PAPERS.

The following papers, lsid on the table,
were ordered to be printed :—

Return under the Mining
Advances Act.

Annual report of the Commissioner of
Public Health to 30th June, 1914.

Report on the Diamantina Hospital for
Chronic Diseases.

Machinery

QUESTIOXNS.

ConTROL oF PRICES BoOiBD, SOUTHERN
Divisiox.

Mr. RYAN (Barcoo) asked the Chief Scc-
retary—

“TIs he aware that the prices fixed by
the board appointad for dealing with the
{ixing of prices i the Southern division
are in many instances higher than the
prevailing prices?”’

The PREMIER (Hon. D. I.
Oxley) replied— .

“I am informed that certain retailers

are offering goods for cash at less than

the prices fixed by the board, which

prices are the maximum prices that may

be charged for ovdinary houschold
terms.”

Denham,

COXTROL OF PRICES BOARD, NORTHERN

Dirvision.
Mr. FOLEY (Mwadingburra) asked the
‘Chief Secretary—

1. What are the names of the gentle-
men appointed on the board in the
Northern district under the Control of
Trade Act?

2. What arce the qualifications of
these gentlemen to hold these positions ¢

The PREMIER replied—
“1. See ‘'Government Gazette’ of 2nd
September, 1914, No. 88.
2. Knowledge of values and of factors
controlling cost of landing goods at
Northern ports.”

APPOINTMENTS TO CONTROIL OF
PRICES BOARDS,

2MoTION FOR ADIOURNMENT.

The SPEAKER: T have to announce that
I have received the following letter : —
“Legislative Assembly,

“ Queensland, 9th September, 1914,

“The Honourable the Speaker of the
Legislative Assembly, Queensland.

“Dear Sir,—I beg to give notice that

T intend to move the adjournment of the

House this day in order to discuss a

definite matter of urgent public import-
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of Prices Boards,

ance—namely, the nature of some of the
appointments made to the board of con-
trol for regulating prices under the Con-
trol of Trade Act of 1914, and the prices
sixed by proclamation under the said Act.

“Yours truly,
“J. T. Ryax.”

Mr. RYAN: 1 beg to move that this HHouse
do now adjourn.

The SPEAKER: Is the motion supported ?

More than five members having risen in
their places,

Mr. RYAN said: The object of my motion
this affernoon, Sir, 1= to give an opportunity
of debating the matter which is referred to
in the letter which you have just read; that
is, the nature of some of the appointments
made to the boards of control for regulating
prices under the Control of Trade Act of
1814 and the wvrices fixed by proclamation
under the said Aect. It recently became the
duty of Iarliament to pass the wmeasure
which is referred to in that letter, jur the
purpose of preventing any undue rise in
the price of commodities——any rise which is
not justified in the circumstances in whieh
we are placed. When that measure was
bLefore the Heuse T supported it, and I think
it received the support of most hon. members
in the Housc: hut it was pointed out that a
very necessary matter in connection with it
was that a competent board should be
appointesl which would carry out the objects
of the measure. In speaking on the matter,
[ drew spccial attention to that fact. It will
be seen from a reference to *f Ilansard ” of
this session, page 657, that T said—

“In a crisis like the present I think
such a measure is absolutely necessary,
and I only trust that in its acdministra-
tion, when it is passed, any appointments
which may be made under it will be such
as will wmeet with the approval of all
parties in polities, because the basis on
which the Bill is founded is that there
shall be a board established  having
guthority to make inquiries as to the
prices at which all the general necessaries
of life shall be disposed of; and it is
highly desirable that whoever constitutes
a board shall have the confidence of all
parties in politics and of the general
community.”’

We all know that unless a measurc of this
kind is properly administered, it is prac.
tically worse than useless. We on this side
maintain that a boaxd of thizx kind is quite
within the realm of practical polities at any
time, but more particularly at a time like
this. Now, several appointments were made
to the boards in the South, the Centre, and
the North, and it will be far from my inten-
tion to cast any reflection upon the personal
integrity of any of the gentlemen who bhave
been appointed to these boards, but I think
it was necessary in making the appointments
that due regard should be had to the in-
terests of the consumers, and that persons
should be appointed who, from their capacity
and environment, would be likely to do what
would be a fair deal, and whese decision
would meet with the approval of all classes
in the community. We know that there are
many tradesmen—and I desire to say that
in my place in the House this afternoon—
who are amongst the most honourable men
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in the community, and I have no desire what-
-ever to make any reflection upon the trades-
people of Queensland. It is necessary for me
to #ay that. because T know that there are
some who endeavour to fix on to this party
o charge ot making a general attack upon a
particular class i» the cemmunity without
Justification.  The fact that the Bill was
necessary—and . necessarily wita the consent
of all parties in the House—shows that there
are some peopls who require to have their
dralings with the public watched and regu-
lated in the present cireanmstances. (Certain
gentlemen  have been appointed to these
boards. I notice that Mr. Watson is de-
scribed as @ broker, whose business, T believs,
brings him mainly into contact with mer-
chants, and whose interest would be likely to
bias him, even unconsciously, in favour of
the merchant instead of the consumer. Mr.
Parkes and Xr. Thorpe have been appointed
members of the Townsville Board., and

bielieve that from their associations they are
more likely to watch and safeguard the in-
terests of persons selling than the in-
terests of persons buyving. I understand that
Mr. Thorpe was—if he does not hold the
nosition now—seeretary of the Association of

Traders- and of the Master Butchers’ Asso-
ciation.

Mr.  ARcHER: Don’t they want to study
hoth?

Mr. RYAN: TUndoubtedly they should

study both, and a person appointed a mem-
ber of such a board should have no leaning
towards the interests of cither party. When
vou appoint a person a member of a Meat
Board, you would hardly appoint the sce-
retary of the Master Butchers’ Aisociation.
as has been done, 1 believe, in the case of
My. Thorpe. Nor would you appoint Mr.
Parkes, who, I beliecve, holds. some position
in connection with the Association of Traders
in the North. These appointments have not
met with the approval of the publie, and
however painful the duty may be, it is the
duty of a public man to voice the sentiments
of the public on all occasions of this kind.
But the main objection in this matter is to
the proclamation which has been issued
fixing the prices of some commodities at a
higher rate than the goods can now be ac
tually obtained for. I want no further evi-
dence of ‘that than the admission of the
Premier this afternoon in reply to my ques-
tion, that the prices fixed by the Southern
Board-are higher than the prices for which
certain goods .are now obtainable.
The PreMIER: For cash.

Mr. RYAN: Yes, for cash, from certain
tradesmen. Does the hon. gentleman sug-
gost that the prices fixed by the board are
prices for sales on eredit? How can a mer-
chant be compelled to #ell his goods on credit
at those prices? It is impossible. I should
like to call attention o some of the prices
fixed by the board. I find that the whole-
sale price of sugar to-day is £20 15s.—that
is, 1A sugar—and that the retail selling price
at the time at which the board made their
report on which the proclamation was subse-
quently  founded was 24d. per lb., show-
ing a profit to the retailer of a liftle over
12 per cent, out of which he has, of course,

to pay the expenses of employees, rent, and.

other charges incurred in the ordinary course
of his business.

Mr. E. B. C. Corser: What per cent.
does that amount. to?
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Mr. RYAN: That is not relevant to the
question I am dealing with.

Mr. K. B. C. Corser: Very relevant.

3Mr. RYAN: Not at all. The retail price
of sugar at the date the board made their
report upon which the proelamation was
founded was 24d. per ib., and the boaxd
fixed the maximum retail price at 25d. per
Ib. That put the price id. per 1b. above the
ruling retail price at the date of their report,
which raised the price practically 28 per
cent., and the deduction to be made for
the cxpenses of the retailer would be the
seme as when the price charged was 25d.
per Ib.  The tendency will be for this
maximum price to becoms the minimum
price; traders will naturally raize their
prices to the price fixed by the board.

Mr. E. B. C. Comsgr: Oh, no.

Mr. RYAN: If that is not so there is no
need for the board.. What need is thers for
a board which fixes prices higher than the
ruling prices? The Act was passed with the
view of trving to keep prices within a rea-
sonable limit.

Mr. E. B C. CorsEr: Maximum prices.

Mr. RYAN: The controlled prices.

Mr. E. B. C. CorsEr: The traders will do
a fair thing.

Mr., RYAN: Tt is significant that it is a
prominent  merchant - who 1s interjecting.

Mr. E. B. C. Corser: He understands the
matter.

Mr. RYAN: I am speaking on behalf
of the consumer, and I believe I am voicing
the opinions of the vast majority of the
people of Queensland in this matter. I
may give a further instance: Self-raising
flour 1s one of the items the board has dealt
with, and I notice that at the time of their
report the price charged was 44d. per packot,
and that the price fixed by the board is 5d.,
which is a rise of 11 per cent.

Mr. ArRCHER: Where was that pricc—in the
North or in the Centre?

Mr. RYAN: In the Secuthern division of
the State. The proclamation has not been
made in regard to the other divisions. I
have said nothing about the Central Board.

Mr. GRAXT: Are you satisfied with them ?

Mr., RYAN: I am only referring to the
proclamation issued for the South as a result
of the report of the board for that division.
I did make some remarks about the personnel
of the Northern Board, but said nothing
about prices in that division. The retail
price of condensed milk was 7d. per tin at
the time the board made their report, and
they have fixed the price at Tid. per tin,
which means a rise of 7 per cent.

Mr. Fomsyre: There are different brands
of condensed milk, and, of course, they differ
in price.

Mr. RYAN: There are many instances in
which this board, instead of reducing the
price, have raised it above what was actually
asked by a good number of retail traders. T
think it is to the credit of those retailers that
thex were selling at a price lower than that
fixed by the board. The position is that, as
a result of the war, there was a rise in the
price of some commodities, and the board
come along and say to those vendors that
they may still further rise their prices, and

Mr. Ryan.)
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the natural mch‘mtmn of retailers will be to

priccs accordingly, Thus the board will
prevent the object” of the measure being
carried out, thet is, thal, the board ould

nrotect the pablin Bicveover,  appsrently,
xhg repere of this bc'nu denls only with retail

i denl  with wholesale
should be  protected
vholesale men, other he will
te keep his prices down to a
Therefore, I think it is the
vd to inquire more th w1 they
duh(\ into the wholesale nrics

have
Mr. ForsyTi:

They have done s0; they
have zll the quotations-from the iwholesale
houses.

~Mr. RYAN: They may have all the quota-
tiows, bui they should fix what the wholesale
price to the retailer shall be.

My, Graxt: The Cemtral District
exainined whelesale men.

Mr. RYAN: They may have
duty pericctiy well in that 1 wpect!
Mr. FomsyTH:

duty heve, too.
Mr. RYVAN: 1
upon the Centy

Beard

done . their

The board have done their
v

am not making comments
Board. I think the b()‘uds
shiould all dir ir gttention t the whole-
sale prices, and that shey sheuld certaiuly
not fix prices above what are being paid. We
see nothing in the evidenee that came before
this board that the retailers asked that the

should be raised, but this board h
raized the maximum prices, and prza(éwallv

invited the retaile to raise the prices of
thi goads, ard the matter as ove of
very urgent public i and I believe
that. perhaps,  the rofery will
1'ogard it ad it ely ne

UGS,
their feel-
may have

at  this  carly
naetion of wh
$0 that we

that  Parlizmeen
should give an
ing is upon tiwe matter,
no further rise in prices, . or
prices. as has been dona up to the pr
L notice frem an examination of the Pres
reports of the inquiries going ou before the
board that questions | are somelimes asked in
such a 7 that persons  interrogated
are told that they neod not wnswer if
like, that perhaps it would be just as
if they did not” answer, and, conssquently,
some of them  have  refused -to  answer
questions,
Mr. GRANT:

Mr. RYAN: No.
the Heouse bz stating
stated a few, and I
on the rame lines.

Mr. Hawvirrox: If they were the onls
ones, they have no right to do it.

Mr. RYAN: But they are not the only
oncs. 1 do not think it is necessary that I
should go. into -the others, and I have no
doubt thuzt there are many other hon: mem-
hers on this side who will be able to refer
to these matters: before the debate is con-
cluded. The price of meat is one that I have
no doubt will have to be dealt with—and we
hear a great deal about the impossibility of
the butchers making profits. But I {ind from
a perusal of the price lists that in some cases
there are very wide discrepancies. T have
one here issued: by the Redbank Freczing
Works, as. from the Tth September instant,
and: I also have a booked price list of a
bLutcher here.. Comparing them, T find that
the Redbank -Ercezing . Works  will: supply

[Mr. Byan.

Are tharo the only items?

I do not want to keep
all of them. I have
that there are more
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brisket with bone at 2id., whereas we (ind
that  the "butcher’s  price: for. brisket - with
bone is 45d.

Lir. ARCHER: Do you know the differences
between  the conditions of their trade?

Mr. RYAN: Yes, I.do; but I think that
thb difference in price is too great. One is
2id. and the other is 4id. Take fillet steak ;
l tind that the Redbank price is 7id., and
the price here is 11d
Moreax ;- Why do not the people buy
Redbank 7

Mr. RYAN: Many people do buy from
Redbank, but Iam Jum 1)OHL ing out that Red-
bank can sapply you with meat at very much
cheaper rates th. n 1t is supplied by retail
in. Brisbane, and the discrepsncy 1s too great
to b# wceounted for by working - e
1 quite sppreciate the signiliean
hon. ember for Normanby’s i !
It is an intelligent interjection and I must
meet 5. And I mect it in this way—that
tho  dis crepancy Is too great, and conse-
guently the board should deal with the Drice
in such a way thas it will be reduced and
test will be brought more ithin the reach
of the average cor T think the sub-
ject is a very Important ons, onc that 3
arc bhound to call attention to, and one which
I think Parliament is bound fto digeuss in
the soirit in which it is brought up. It is
bumnht up to protect the consumer—tie
aveat body of the consumers m censland
—from any 1 ‘11]1A;.t1ﬁ0(1 r in. pries I there-
fore move ** That this House do now ad-
jourm.” .

The PREMIZER : 1 do not think that there
it any ocession for the Hous&» &

o

to adjourn.

That ‘the matter of the prices of [cods 15 one
of considerable public importance T at ouce
adini The Bill which was passed through.

the Chamber the seek before last was-passed
for the¢ nurpose of protecting the consumin
community, and I think the operations of
the board accomplish that purpese. From
various parts of the States we were ac dvised
thet abnormmal. prices were’ being charged,
and it v to prevent. any »uch irregulay
procoedings that the Bill was passe
the Chamber. 'To make the Act operative
and offective, hoards competent to dexl w 1th
tion had to be provided. Tt was
Il a ouestion of polities.. The hrm.
membper, in_his opening remark said that
in his speech on the second:reading he urged
that the board should have the a])prov.ﬂ of
all parties in politice. - Tt is not a wn tion
OL polities at . It is a question of quali-
catien. and the qn rlifications of the moem-
lzor‘ compri wach boald are of the very
; e hen. n vas not iled
iheir abi 1151' He cort: ,!nlv ha‘: not irepugned
th(n‘ integrity. e has frlven us two in-
stances—sugar and self-raising floar.

OpposITINN. MEyBERS : Meat and milk.

The  PREMIER: Meat and milk also.
Did he savy baeon, toot  Beecnuse, if he did,
T would remind him that a gentleman who
has been most active in the recent Federal
clections gave evidence and said that he had
to increase the price of bacon. W hy ? Because
of an ceonomie. factor. coming in—the law of:
supply and demand. The board determines
the highest prices that may be charged; and
whilst the “Gazette” says that certain prices
may be charged, vet you can go into the
shops that a fortnlght ago advertised cer-
tain cash prices and. get: the goods ab

rot at
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identically those prices to-day. The maxi-
mum  has not become the minimum in this

case. By no. means. Prices are largely
governed by competition,  and - the com-

petition to-day 1s just as keen.as it was a
fortnight ago, aud the board controlling
prices is cowposed of men who are familiar
with the landing charges and first costs, and
can determine that such-and-such is - a fair
value as the highest price. And it has 1o be
remembered that the business of the board i
to .determine the highest price at which goods
may be soid. These are the terms of the Act.
We know quite well that there is quite a
variety of shops in this city, There are
some known  as cash shops, whose sales
are wholly for cash. There aré others which
give a rcertain amount- of credit; whether
it is thirty or sizty days, I do not know.
But dep - upon ¢, if the price {ixed were to
be for spot cash,. which evidently hon. mem-
bers opposite wisk, then a good many people
who have been getting accommodation from
grocers- could not” get that accommodation.

Mr. BertraM : No groger is charging more
than 25d. for sugar.

The PREMIER: Thin, <what harm is
done? I the hon. wember is correct and

and
it 011lv shows
are degling honourably

What good. is a board in that

the board have fized the price at 23d.,
groeers are :»rill s(\l Hug at 24d.,
that grogur

Mr. Ryan:
case?

Mr. Forsyrii: It depends on.the quality,
again,

The PREMIER: The board has to fix a
maximum beyond which goods may not be
‘offered. The compl.unh of excawsive prices did
not originate in the city.,” I cannot recall
a compldmt irom  Brisbane, but I had
numerous  complaints from - the far South-
west, and the near West and also from the
North; where it was said that extraordinary
figures were being asked: The effect of the
operation of this Act has been to stop such
predatory  movements .on. the community.
Now, take the question of flour, which the
hon:” member did® not mention, because it
is not on the list. The board named a price
which = appeared to” me. last Thursday or
Friday to: be very high, and T asked: them

to lool into that once more, but

[4 p.m.]° T should judge that I was quite

wrong from the price now being
quoted down South. The-idea of this board
was not to put the prices st a figure which
would’ curtail” accommmodation to those who

are needing accommodation; the board have ”

to take all factors into consideration,. and so
it-is that. generally speaking, T think it will
be found that the figures issued liave becn
wisely detormined: I not any doubt
that had I the oppor
the hon. meib e of his
motion when I v e ge lsewhere—had
T the opportunity or should. it present itself
again, can - readily tell” this  Chamber
(‘\:acﬂv what led the” board to make 25

per lb.~the price in regard to sugar, or in
other cases cited to ra prices.  In regard
to self-raising flour, I think I know the

reason  at once—one of the ingredients put
into that commodity “has risen greatly in
price. The board: has a- full knowledge" of
the laid-down prices of goods landed flom
oversea, and the prices of goods raised. in
the  State. or brought from the  Southern
States, and they know: what is' a fair price

19143 &
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to fix, and as far as my knowledge gocs—
it is very imperfect; quite as impericcs ax
that of the hon. member on matters of
household consumption—as far as I kunow
this  board has acted with impartiality and
with fairness, and to attempt at this stage
to dictate to the board—that they should
ignore the - evidence because of mere politi-
cal piogsure—the hon., member said the board
is defective. -because  all  shades of politics
are not therc.

Mr. Ryax: I did not say that.
The PREMIER: The hon, member said

that  the board, to be satisfactory, should
st -with the approval of all paltxes of

. Ryax: And the general community.

The PREMIER: And the general com-
munity. I do not know the politics of thesc

varicus members.

Mr. BERTRAM © What are the politics of Mer.
Watson?

The PREMIER : The question was
raised.

Mr. BezreaM: Was he not the chairman of
on¢ of your political meetings?

The PREMIER : At one time; yes
sition laughter.) I do not know
of the other gentlemen, I ha\e not the &
motest idea; and T do not care,” and I am
quite sure that in Mr. Watson' we have not
cialy 2 man who knows his business—which
is the most import ang thing—but also a man
who is ‘perfectly fair and honourable and
upright. There really was nothing to' reply
to in the hon. member's speech. l‘he bourd
has not done hing “to merit the motion
for adjournmet The baard  referred  to

not

(Oppo-
tho politic

is' a’ therou ipable board; they know
their by . and I have no g
they determine other

prie it would lead to a good

deal of discomfort and’ inconvenience on
the part of houscholders. And as to whole-
sale--well, at present we sre only concerned
with what the retailer asks the commuhity to
pax.

Mr. Lexxox:
the wholesisler ?

The PREMIER: As a rule, the house-
holders do not go from shop to shop to find
what tho price of rice or tea is. Thev go to
one shop and buy at the price asked ;. but
the retailer, when he makes his purthases
will go-all round and find out. One thing at
a time: we-. cannot settle all issues at once.
The first business of the board—and I think
we are the first State in Australia to bring
our prices out—the first. thing the board had
to do to deal with the most used. com-
modities of the consuming community, and
if the retailezs {ind that the who lers are
putting 2ny pressure on them, we then
act:  Having dealt with™ the’ 1‘eta1101¢ .
can’ go liack to the wholesalers and desl with
them: - At the present time’ the hoard ar
merely come ning” themselves” with the r
tailer, snd-thev are not fixing astheir hwlh ;
price the eash pries. The hon, member has
a  price  lgt in: his hand’ at the present
moment, probably issued by one of the city
cash stores, but he would not expect  some
storekeeper n the saburbs who gives a month
ot two: months’ credit, and: if men-happen to
ot out’ of employment to carrythem on with
three: or four months’ credit—he would . not
expect that storekeeper to do-all-the booking,

Hon. D. F. Denham:]

Is not the retailer forced by
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keep the acecunts, run the risks, and sell goods
ar cash prices. 1t would do a lot of harm to
the community at the present time if there
was a price fixed at which it was impossibie
for that storckeeper to serve his customers
and give them the terms which they have
been accustomed to have, ov if by reason of
unemployment to- extend those terms, " I shall
inquire to-morrow on what grounds the board
found for 23%d. in respect of sugar,” or on
what grounds they found 7id. in respect of
milk.

Mr. THEODORE: You might ask on what
grounds you appointed partisan men.

The PREMIER: I answer that question
at once. They are not partisans; they are
intelligent men, eminently qualified men,
with whom the lon. member has very little
affinity or alliance.

Mr. THEODORE (Chillugoej: The Pre-
mier has made a very weak defence against
the charge made by the leader of the Oppo-
sition. The Government has absolutely be-
trayed its trust in regard to this matter.
The House entrusted the Government with
certain  obligations with - regard to the
appointment of boards for the control of
trade. At that time it reposed in the Go-
vernment absolute trust, because it gave
carte blanche so far as the appointments
to the board were concerned, and we
find the Government has been ~lacking
in its duty when we have regard to
the character of the men who have been
appointed to those boards, and the work
they have done.  After studving carefully the
attitude taken up by the members of the
hoard in Brisbane during its three or four
sittings, its attitude to the witnesses, and the
questions thiat have been asked, I am per-
fectly satisfied in my mind that at least two
of those men have a distinet bias in favour
of those who are interested in keeping prices
up. The Premier says that the board has
been {ixing the maximum price, and that the
maximum i3 not the minimum; that though
they have fixed the maximum prices higher
than those current now for certain lines,
there is no necessity for the retailer to charge
those prices. Common sense dictates to any-
one who studies the question that the re-
tailers will be compelled to charge the
maximum prices fixed by the board, because
the wholesalers will compel the retailers to
charge right up to the maximum. The
evidence 1is clear enough to any competent
man to arrive at the conclusion that the
wholesaler will charge the fullest maximum
price fixed by the board, and the board has
no justification in fixing the maximum beyond
that which should be charged  under .any
circumstances.

The Previer: They must regard them as
perfectly fair.

Mr. THEODORE: They regard as per-
fectly fair the fixing of a price for sugar atjd.
per Ib. higher than what it can be purchased
for in any part of the State without any
apparent reason, and, apparently, without
any investigation, because there was no evi-
dence taken on the question of sugar at any
sittings of the board. 1 am satisfied that
the Government have not done the fair thing
to the consumers of Quecnsland by the ap-
pointment of these boards. They make it
perfectly clear that their sympathies are
with the men whose  business it is to keep
up prices:  There are men on the Southern
and Northern boards—and I say this advisedly

[Hon. D. F. Denham.
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—who have all their sympathics with the
men whose business it is to keep up prices.
That is quite clear to a large number of
people in Queensland to-day. Mr. Watson,
the chairman of the Southern board, abous
whom the hon. gentleman was speaking just
now, depends for his business upon the very
class of business people ‘whose Interest it 1s
to keep up prices. .
The TREsSURER : That is utterly untrue.

Mr. THEODORE: I say that Mr. Watson
depends for his business on those whose in-
tevest it is to keep up prices.

The TrREASURER: I say that is incorrect.

Mr. LexxoN:. He is a broker.

Tho Premizr: Well, if he is a broker, he
knows what the values are.

Mr. THEODORE: The statement I make.
is perfectly true as to his deoendence upon
the business people of Brisbane for his own
business, and it is perfectly unassailable.
One of the members of the Southern boaro:{,
in asking questions of the witnesses, made it
very clear as to what was the state of his
mind regarding the question of raising prices
or reducing prices of commodities. Xrnest
Barstow, retail butcher, gave evidence yes-
terday or the day before, and he said he
was a member of the Master Butchers’ As-
sociation.” He said’ in answer to questions
that an extra 1d. per lb. was put on the price
of meat to cover the cost of booking and
delivery. Then thnere was a witness named
Peter McKinnon, a West End retail butcher,
and the chairman addressing him, said: " In
order to save yourself from Dunwich, what
steps must you take—go out of the business
or raise the price of meat?” and the wit-
ness answered * Yes.” The chairman by that
very question made it clear that his sym-
pathy was with the retailer raising prices.
because he asked the witness if he would
not have to either raise the price of meat
or go out of business if he wished to save
himself from Dunwich. That practically
meant that in order to save himself from
insolvency he would have to raise ihe price
of meat or go out of business, and the wit-
ness answered ° Yes,” The evidence of the
retail butchers goes to show thal there is
some value in the by-products which the hon.
member for Wide Bay said -the other day
were valueless. The evidence shows that at
thle present time they are not valueless at
all.

Mr. Booxer: I never said any such thing.

Mr. THEODORE: It is very significant
the way the chairman asked his questions of
the various witnesses. I direct my remarks
to the chairman of the Southern board, be-
cause I regard the attitude which he adopted
as being that of a man who is biassed to-
wards those men whose business it is to keep
up prices. A representative of the Brisbane
CGrocers’ Association said that the retail
price of kerosene was 4s. 9d. per tin, and it
was being zold at that price in the Brisbane
shops. The chairman of the board. Mr. W.
P. Watson, said that that was all right, as
the kerosene was being sold on credit. He
also said that the prices fixed by the board
only applied to cash sales: for booking the
retailers could charge whatever they liked.

The "PreMIER: The price gazetted is the
highest price they can' charge.

Mr. THECDORE: It is quite evident that
the chairman of the Southern Board thought
that the retailers could charge what price
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they liked for the business they were book-
ing. The ('hau‘man of the board iz evidently
under a misapprehension and I am glad to
hear the Chief Secretary correcting him in
that. If the regulaticns are only “made to
apply to purchas=wrs on a cash basis, th(ln it
will only apply to about 25 per cent. of the

business done with the greeess and store-
keepers. The Chief Secretary s2id he was
not concerned wbout anything else at pre-

sent except the price charged by the re-
tailers. It is known to mombmb of this
House that the wholesalers have incrensed
their prices since the outbreak of hostilities.
Whether there is any justification for the
increases put on by the wholesalers remains
to be seen, still no one doubts that those
inereases were made. The flour millers may
be quoted as an example of it. - We Lknow
that the wholesalers have increased the
price of flour.
The PREMIER:
sell their wheat.

My. THEODORE: TUnder this Bill they
should be compelled to sell their wheat.

The PreMIER:
the South.

Mr. THEODORE: The Government must
deal with that matter, too. We know that
the Dominion Flour Milling Company have
got large stocks of flour on hand.

Mr. E. B. (. CorsEr: But they have cou-
tracts to carry out.

Mr. THEODORY.: That masx be so, but
they are asking more for their flour than
they were asking in July. That is a fact
which the board must take into considera-
tion when they are fixing retail prices. They
must talke into consideration what the ro-
tailer has to pay for his flour to the whole-
saler, because, if the wholesaler increases his
prices out of 2ll fairness, how can they ar-
rive at a fair price which the vetailer must
charge? They must take everything into
consideration. The Premier is only con-
-cerned with the retailer.

The PreMier: They had to deal with one
thing first, and that is the consumer. He
is the most important person.

Mr. THEODORE: The hon. gentleman
has no sympathy at all with the small re-
tailer. When a hard-and-fast price is fixed
for the retailer, he is squeczed between the
upper and nether millstone. The nether
millstone is the maximum price he can
charge for his goods and the upper mill-
stone is the wholesaler. There is no protec-

The wheat-growers will not

The wheat is brought from

tion to the retailer at all at present.  Some
time in the dim and distant future. the hon.
member has stated, he will take into

cousideration the prices of the wholesaler.
There is no doubt that the Government have
not done their duty. This Ilouse, without
auy hesitation whatever, enszbled the Go-
vernment to swipend the Standing Orders
and pas a Bill through all stages in one
day in order to fac ilitate in every possible
mauner the carrying out of this legislation.
The ITouse placed in the hands of the Go-
vernment tremendous powers, which would
probably not have been placed in the hands
of the Government under ordinary circum-
stances without some safeguard, but it was
deemed to be urgent and important, and the
powers were imposed in the Government to
arry it out. The Government have be-
straxed the powers imposed in then.

The Preyier: No.
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Mr. THEODORE: We naturally expec-

tad that these boards would be constituted
of gentlemen about whom nothing could be
sald from the point of fairness.

The Preuier: You cannct say anythiig
else "about the boards that havs been
appolnted.

Mr. THEODORE: I do not say that they
arc wiillingly biassed or corrupt, but they
have given evidence that they are biassed in
a certain direction. The chairman of the
board is biassed, as he showed by the ques-
tions which he asked of the w itnesses. e
gives manifestations of his sympathy by his
questions to the witnesses hefore they give
their evidence. This 1man, whether con-
selously or unconsciously, entirely prejudged
the case. He pr(*]udg(\d the whole issue so
far as the prices of meat are concerned.
With regard to the Northern Board, I can
sayv of at least two of the members, Messrs,
Thorpe and Parkes, that they are likely to
be biassad in favour of people whose busi-
ness it is to keep up prices. I make a pre-
diction that when the list of prices is pub-
lished for the Northern division, it will be
au increase on the prices which are at pre-
sent charged in Townsville,

Mr. KB, B, €. Corser: You are prejudging
them.

Ar. THEODORE: I know those two men,
aud I have no confidence in them whatever.
I think the Government deserve the severest
criticisin for appointing those two men.
Which of the three Northern men represent
the interests of the consumer?

The PreMIER: All three of them.

Mr. THEODORE: Well, one is a repre-
sentative of the Master Traders’ Association,
w0 how can he be a representative of the con-
sumers?

The PreyMIER: Who is that?

Mr. THEODORE: Mr. Thorpe. IHe re-
presents the Traders’ Association.

The PremieR : I did not know that.

Mr. THEODORE: The hon. gentleman

should have known that before he appointed
kim to the board. He has been a repre-
sentative of the Master Traders’ Association
in Townsville for some time, or of the Mer-
chants’ Association. And the hon. member
expects a gentleman like that to be able to
take an impartial view of the question of
prices for foodstuffs.

The PreMiER: He would know what the
rcal values were.

Mr. THEODORE : T admit he would know
all about that part of the business, but that
is not the only qualification that is necessary.

The PrREMIER : It is @ very important quali-
fication.

Mr. THEODORE: There are a lot of
other qualiﬁcatians that are necessary. I am
not saving that the three members of the
Sou‘fhmn Board do not know a lot about the
business of fixing prlcm

The Premime: That is the main issue.

Mr. THEODORE: That is not the main
issue. I say the main issuc is getting men
who must be fair. If vou select men whose
interests it is to keep ,up prices, you will have .
men who cannot be impartial in a matter of
this sort.

Mr. KesselL: Did you ever hear of such
a- thing as an honest man?

Mr. THEODORE : I have not lately heard

of one coming from Port Curtis. This is &

Mr. Theodore.}
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matter that must necessarily have been
brought up ear It is no use allowing the
evil to continue, and afterwards complaining:
It is quite obvious to large numbers of
people that the boards ave not doing what

they were expected to «do. They are  not
regulating prices and fixing them on a fair
phne and they are assisting those whose

nterests it is to increase prices. There can
i)o no justification for fixing maximum pri
‘which ~are higher than the prices now
charged. The board should have conducted
its proceedings openly, s that the public
would know exactly why prices were being
increased—why, for ins#nece, the price of
sugar was fixed at 4d. per lb. above the
prices now charged. There is a whole list of
articles—-rice. barley, wultanas, sclf-raising
flour, kerosene, milk, and oatmeal, and a
nuber others, whieh can e purchased in
the city to-day for less than the prices fixed
by the’ bomrl

Mr. . B. . CorsEr: On what terms?

Mr IHEODORE They can ke purchassd

ar any of the shops.

Mr. E. B. C. Corser: Thuso are the retail
prices for cash.

Mr. KesseLL: Do you thn.k the retailers

will all ratse their

Mr. THEODORX : I sav that will be the
natural tendene I'lmow that when s wages
board fixes a miniw wage that minimum
wage becomes the maximum in the industry,
and if an employer is paying more he at once
comes back to that minimum, and it becomes
the ruling w Just so will the maximum
prices fixed by the hoard have a. tendeney
to bLecome the ruling prices. The Govern-
ment are deserving of the: zoverest eensurc
for their want of -wisdom—I put it as mildly
as possihble—in not seeing that the men they
appointed to these hoards were men about
whot nething could be said from the point
of view of partiality, and for not sceing that
they were men who would consider the in-
terests of tiie buvers as w ell as the interests
of the sellers, That is the issue that I have
with the Government at the present  time.
The debate will possibly serve as some sort
¢f guide to the boards for the future, but
the greatest evil is that the boards are so
constituted that thew cannot possibly be fair.

Mr. FORSYTH (Murrumba): The speech
delivered by the hon. member who has just
sat down is just like him-—one of those
violent speeches we expect to get from him
in this House. He has stated that the whole-
sale houses will foree the retail houses to
charge the full prices fixed by the board.
Well, I give the lie direet to that statement
beesuse, in spite of all the hon. member has
said, the bonrd has already been round the
wholesale l\ouﬂ gotting their prices both
before and since the war began, so that
evidently they are doing their business. If
the hon. member knew: anything .at all
about wholesale business, he would know
how little profit there is in connection with
it. He also talked about sclf-raising fiour.
Why, vou can buy half a dozen different
brands of sclf-raising flour, all of them at
different prices. As I said when the Bill
was going through' the House, you cannot
say what the price of any article will be
unless you know the brand and the quality.
The question of the price of kerosene has
also been referred to. Well, we know that
kerosene is practically all supphed by one
company, and: they have. raised: the. price
since the war. commenced.. I could quote

[Mr. Theodore.
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twenty different lines in every-day usc of
which therc are half a dozen different quali-
ties, and it is absolutely useless <1rgu1ng that
the prices have been raised unless you say
what Dbrand you arve referring to. If you
state the brand, then there is something to
go upon; but when you simply quote self-
raising flour or kles, unless you quote
ihe particular brand, it is only a waste of
breatls.  To say that the wholesale houres
will foree the retailers to sell at the prices
fixed by the board is to make a statement
that should be unworthy of any member of
this House. I know what I am talking
about, and the hon. member for Chillagoc
does not. I have been a wholesale merchant
for the last thirty years, and I say we
have not raised our prices, and certzin
things we are zelling for a good deal less
to-day. We have Dbeen told that flour was
raised £2 10s. per ton. That is s0, but the
wholesale houses forced the millers to re-
duce their price. And what has been the
consequence? Why, at this very minute
have got orders in our books for hundreds
of tons of four from Bydne We can get
a Dbetter price for flour in Sydney than we
can get here. What does the hon. member
for "hxllagoo think (,t that? We do not
zrow énough wheat in Quecensland for our
own consumbtion, but there is such a de-
mand for four in the South that they. are
actually trying to buy it lere,

Mr. Ryax: Whom do you blame for
ting up the price of flour to £12 10s.7

My, FORSYTH :
nerchant.

Mr. Ryax: Whom do you blame?

Mr., FORSYTH: I suppose the miller is
to blame; but I am prepared to sell flour
for £10 10s. a ton to-day. 1 believe that
every wholesale house is doing its best o
down speculators and to keep  their goods
for thelr own customers, as we are doing.
The prices fixed by the board ove mnnpl\/
maximum prices.  When the Bill was goliuyg
through I said that it would act as a
rent to Drevent anvone trying to mako
money out.of ihe difficultins we are in ot

put-

You cannot blame the

the 't time, snd from that poins of
view v good thing indeed. The
lesder of sition talked about briskes
of beef. Does the hon. member know uny-

thing at all about brisket of beef? Does
he Lknow that there are hundreds of ious
here that are practically unsaleable at the

present moment?  In the last three days 1
huave seen 100 tons of brisket of beef that
the owners could not sell. Does the hon.
member know thut? It is as
[4.30 p.m.] good 25 any meat you can huy,
and I zhould be very glad ito

use it myself. It is beautiful beef, and vou
can buy it for a mere pittance, for the
simple reason that the people cannot export
it. neither can the Commonwealth Gorern-
ment export it, and there are hundreds cof
tons luncr here ‘now.. What we should (Irv
is to give that beef to the people no-
Tot the local butchers sell it, so that JE
peoble can have it at a low price.

My, Forey: Why don’t the Government
open a shop and sell it?

My, FORSYTIT: The Governmont cannot
do that unless they have power to <ell it.
If we could' get' the Commons alth Gevern-
ment to-allow them to sell it loc: v, it would
be a good thing. Some.of tho liam. members
opposite who are so fond: of* talking should
go. down to the meatworks-around- Brizbane
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and see the enormous quantity of brisket beef
—hundreds of tons—which they cannot safl
Fv

FraerLy: Why don't the (‘ommon-
th authorities offer to zell it7

Mr., FORSYTH: Because the Imperial
Government will not have it. That is the heof
which has nodules in it. "We all bpow that
it is just as good beef as any that vou can
wet.

Mr. Harbacre: There is no prohibition to
selling it locally.

Mr. FORRYTH : If that is so. that iz the
beaf the people should buy. The buichers
should buy it and sell it cheaply to the people.

Mr. Turonore: You would have to pay
45d. a 1b.

Mr. FORSYTH: You would not have to
pay 44d. a lb. I think you could buy 100
tons to-morrow st 2hd. a 1b. I think 1 could
guarantee to get 100 tons of that  splendid
beef at 25d. a 1b.

Mr. Fierry : You mean rejected beef,

Mr. FORSYTH : I mean rejected in this
soise ;- that the Home Governmeut will not
take beef with nodules in it - As a matter of
fact, cables heve been sent to Lowndon to try
and get the Imperial Government o aljcy
that beef to be sent home for the troops It
i cheap and good.

FriuenLy . It'is rejected by the
BATY SUTZOOLS.

Mr. FORBYTEH : 1t is objected to because
it has got nodules in it.

Air. BOOKER: Prejudice!

Mr. FORSYTII: Yes, pure prejudice, As
to the price of provisions, I could quote
twenty different lines which Liawe been raised
lataly. When a retailer or a wholesale mer-
-chant hes to pay a higher price he caunot
afford to sell at the old price, espscially iu
the case of imported goods, and rou eannot
buy imported goods at the same price. Took
at the price of cream of tartar!

var it was 105d. or 11d. a lb.; to-day you
can sell as much as ever vou like at half-a-
crown a lb. You esnnot get it; there ave only
a few tons altegether, I believe, in Brishane.
The wholezalers tell me that every day there
are men coming in offering them half-a-crowi
o 1b. for erearva of tartar, which, under
nary conditic would be selling «s 104d. or
11d. a Ib. We ourselves could make a lot of
money, but we are not doing it. We believe
iir the prineciple of not encouraging :peeculn
tion. but simply supplying old customers and
wing our stock as long as we can.  As to

W

veteri-

. vou could buy 10 different brands of
milk., Even before the war came into ques-
tion at all vou ecould get a guotation for

fotz of di

s from Victoria and
from oversea, and all differ

prices,  There
is ne wse in quoting a thing unless vou
specify what the Dbrand is; then vou will

on. If the beard will
s of goods that sy
in amount, whi wder
ovdinary conditions, wonld he a faiy »pivee it
will meet the case. I think myself that the
Goverament are doing all thac they can in

have something to
trv and fix the prie
cannet exened a ce

thix particular matter. There are at the
present tnre fifteen or twenty boats on the
way here with goods which we want. There

3

ix also a lot of stuff in M
cahnot zot.  On goods which were on the
wayv here when war s declared merchents
had to pay a war insursuce of 10 per sout.,
and from that fact alone vou cannoé sell
goods at the same price as they were before
the war,

ctbourae which
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Mr. HusteEr: Did they not have to insure
their goods before the war started?

Mr. FORSYTH : Yes; but that was only
an -ordinary insurance. It was not a war
risl, “but the ‘moment the war started you
had to pay'the war risk. We had ourselves
to pay very large amounts, and I know lots
of merchants in Brisbane who, rather than
ran the risk of losing stock, paid an insur-
ance of 10 per cent. on the value of their .
gnods, so they cannot sell those geods at the
same priee as they did before the war. We
krow the insurance is reduced now. A little
while ago it was reduced to 5 per cent., and
I believe it is possible to insure as low as
2 or 3 per cent. - How can we {ix the price
of goods arriving in Brisbane to-day owing
+o those conditions? Let me give an illus-
tration. I know omne house which paid a
war risk of 10 per ceat., while we, at the
sams time, through another company, were
able to arrange for a war risk of 6 per cent,
The freight and insurance must be added to
the cost of the article. Rates vary from day
to day, and so do freights. There is an
enormous number of people out of work in
Turope. We used to get a lot of products
here from Franee, Germany, and Belgium,
and that trade is stopped now. When vou
do get the stuff, you may have to pay a high
insurance rate. I helieve mywelf that the
metithers of the board are perfectly honest
and straightforward. What object can any
of these men have to be biassed. as the deputy
leader of the Opposition says? ;
prised at a man of the hon. member’s in-
telligence raising sach a question. I think
the board is doing well. A great many of
the articles manufactured in Australia have
not been rais 1d., but there is an cnor-
mous amount of imported stuff—there are
about £14.000.000 worth imported in a year
—and it is the imported article which is
vising in price, not so much the local. T
think that s long as the people in Bris-
hane do not pav a higher price than the
prices fixed by the board—and that is the
maximum price to be charged for any
gnality—they have not a great deal to com-
plain of.

An Orpostriow Meymprr: If the refailers
put the price up again, will the board have
to sit again?

Mr. FORSYTH: Most decidedis. You
will find that the board can raise the prices
frem time to time. Therefore, if the prices
pise, they can raise the fixed prices: they
ean even deal with goods mot mentioned in
that list and fix the prices of those. if neces-
gary. My impression is that we shall have
ise the prices of some of the goods to
a1rive, 2z their cost will be more than was
paid for them previously. The hoard have
to find out the cost of articles coming in.
and then fix the prices at which they shall
Hie sold. as men cannot he exnected to sell
under cost price. What we want 1s a fair
deal in the matter, and I think the
will do well in thst respest: the §
ment of the board will prove a very strong
deterrent against unduly high prices.

Licut.-Colorel RANITIN (Burrum): T have
listoned somewhat attentivelv to the debate

hat is the metier of **

given vl

to find out
smblie importance ™ thet he
this diseussion on the motion for
jonesment of the e and T sonfess
T have boen unakle to discrver fron
cument of the leader of the Opno
that of hiz deputy. the reason w

motion has been made. Tt seems to me that

Lieut.-Colonel Rankin))
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the matter has resolved itself into an
academic debate regarding the personnel of
boards appointed by the Government. No-
thing has been adv anced by members oppo-
site to lead us to believe that a wrong has
been done to the public by the appointments
made by the Government, and certainly
nothing has been brought forward to justify
the allegations made by members that those
gentlemon are unworthy of the confidence
the Government has placed in them. But
the discussion which has taken place has
been valuable as showing the impracticability
of one of the most important planks of the
Labour platform, and that is, the {ixing of
prices by Parliament. (ould anything be
more lamentable than to have listened to the
learned leader of the Opposition, with a price

list in cach hand, telling us how one store-
keeper wus attempting to rob the public, and
how another storekeeper was giving the
public a more honest deal? We are a leg
tive Chamber appomtud for the purpo»e of
governing and developing the country,
and we are aske d to stoop to the pex
fogging job of saying what shall be the pric

of sugar. or tea, or, perhaps, meab. It is
one of the most startling and damnatory
commentaries that can be made on the policy

of the Labour party, so far as it relates to
the fixing of pri: b Parliament. On the
first occasion 1n rhv ‘history of Queensland
when an attempt i wade under abnormal
conditions which obtain throughout the world,
to make a temporary use of one of their
planks, it fails lamentably, and here we
have the leadsr of the \)np\)qm)n and his
legion rushing into the Chamber immediately
the first ]n‘oxldnmnf)n is aed and the first
price-list is put before the publie, condemn-
ing and censuring it for all they are worth.
Why? 3Merely becauss they seem to differ
from the Government as to the personnel of
the board \xhich has been appointed. Many
of us recognisc the great difficulty that besoy
this hoard when it was first appointed, and

iala-

most of wus recognise the fact, which is
unconsciousiy  or  consciously lost sight of.
that the function of the board w not
to determine the minimum prices of com-
moditicz, but to determine the maximum

prices of (()!hl‘l()d]'flf\

and that is exactly
what they have done.

It docs not necessarily
fellow that the maximum prices which they
Lave fixed are going to e charged. Evi-
dence has been brought forward by members

ite to show that the froding community
of Queensland are .uH'lcu‘ntly honest—-in many
tances ot all events, and generally, I

‘1ir—nor to take ad\(m we of a orist
1gh which we are passing
at the sent time to ])ut up their prices.
The I ‘1(101‘ of the Opposition was most unfer-

ate in the instances that he quoted. First-
of all he dealt with sugar. If there is one
(mn‘nodﬂt\‘ in respect of which there would
be some Juwhuc‘u ion for reising the price at
the present time. it is sugar. Yet, what do
we find? Thai the particalar eorporation,
the particular trust and combine ut which
wembers  opposite have been eomplaining
and campaigning continually, those peaple
whom members opnosite tell us are a pre-
datory combination established for the pur-
pose of N¥iC atmg and =queeczing the people

Aus do not take advantage of the
()n the contrary. I find that the
of sugar is £1 per ton less than
at the corresponding time last vear.

#t ix a fact which should be put against
the statements made by hon. members oppo-

[Zeeut.-Colonel Rankin.
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site.  The leader of the Opposition com-
plained that the price of sugar to-day is
quoted at £20 15s. per ton, and that the
board have fixed the retail price at 23d. per-
Ib. Why, £20 15s. per ton is close on
2Ld. per 1b; as a matter of fact, it is.
2.19d. per 1Ib., so that after all the mar-
gin is not very great.

Mr. Ryax: You are making a mistalke.

Lieut.-Colonel RANKIN: I am not mak-
ing a mistake. I say that £20 15s. per ton
is 2.19d. per Ib.

Mr, Ryax: But they are selling it at 2.5d.
per

Licut.-Colonel RANKIN: I am aware of
that. Do you expect people to retail it at
the wholesale price?

Mr. Ryax: Your reckoning must be wrong.

Licut.-Colonel RANKIN: No, it is per-
foctly right.

My, Ryax: Why, the maxhmmum price fixed
by the board s only 2.75d. per lb., and
i\i;)u say the wholesale price is 2.9d. per

Licut.-(olonel RANKIN :
the actnal cost; I
wholesale price.

I am not giving
am dealing with the-

3r. Rvan: How can the wholesale price
bhe 289d. per b, when the maximum
selling price fixed by the board is 2.75d.
per 1b.

Lieut.-Colonel RANKIN: Well, Ieaving

i

that for a moment, we come to the fact that,
ai all events, the wholesale price of sugar,
£20 15, per ton, has not been raised one
single farthing, which, after all, is the most
important point 1 wanted to make—that
notwithstanding the conditions obtaining at
the present time, when there might have been
some justification for the price of this com-
modity bo‘ng raised, the very oppesite is
the case. Bat what do we find with regard
to that commodity in other purts? T have
here evidenes that the price stated by the
board is by noe means abnormal. Take, for
instance, Roma. I see my friend, the hon.
member for Maranoa, who will, no doubt,
bear me out when I say that the price of
sugar in Roma is 3%d. per Ib,

Mr. Huxter: I know nothing of the :ort.

Lieut.-Colone! RANKIN: Well, T am tell-
ing him that that is the price. And here
complaint has been made by the hen. the
leader of the Opposition merelw because pro-
vision has been made, not that the price
insisted upon is to be 23d., but that the
price should not exceed 23d.—a miserable
complaint i made, merely because you
can purchase it in some instances for a
farthing a 1b. less. Now. when anybody
comes into this House and deals with
a cortain commodity, I think he should. at
anv rate, make himself conversant with it
Y

. FOLE&' You are protecting your
friends, the Colonial Sugar Rnhnmn Clom-
pany.

i.-Clolonel RANKIN: The Colonial

Suwar Refining Company are able to look
after th=mselves, and thegy have not in any
‘ase increased the price of sugar. As a
matter of fact, they have reduced the price.

3Mr. Hoxter: They reduced it before the
war.

Hon. R. Pun=: Ther wod”
the price since the war.

Tieut.-Colonel RANKIN: I say that the
price of sugar is lower per ton to-day than-
it was at this time twelve months ago. That
is irrefutable. I have the figures in front:

have not iner
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of me. I want to point out further that in
this connection the leader of the Opposition
complained about the two prices, but he did
not say anvihing about the quality of the
commodity. ’\ow, there is just as much dif-
ference in sugar as in any other article of
ordinary consumption, and whilst he quoted

23d., was that for fine granulated sugar, for
instance, or for 1B crystals?

Mr.. BERTRAM : They  are all the same-
price.

Lieut.-Colonel RANKIN: What nonsense !
I have here the price list in front of me.
Mr. Lexxoy: He was referring to 1A

Licut.-Colonel RANKIN : He did not say
what he was referring to.

Mr. Ryax: T did. N

Lieut.-Colonel RANKIN: T am merely
pointing out that there is a difference of £3
10s. between the price of the best sugar and
of the lowest-priced sugar. And hon. mem-
bers will, no doubt, admit that that makes
a very considerable difference in selling it
to the consumer. But leaving that for a
moment, we come to this fact—that if there
is a tendency on ithe part of some trades-
people to get behind the cemmunity, what
a splendid opportunity it is for our co-opera-
tive people? We are constantly hearing hon,
members opposite declaring the beneiifs . of
co-operation.

An ITONOUR:BLE MEMBER :
co-aperation.

Licut.-Colone]l RANKIN: T do believe in
co-operation. But here is vour opportunity.
T believe that a step has heen taken in which
some members are interested, and surely
here is the opportunity: to overcome any
dizabilities that may be placed on them
because of the operations of this hoard. Be-
cause it cannot be shown that the wholesale
man is doing an injustize to the retailer. If
anything wrong is being donc, it is being
done. by the retailer himself. If any argu-
ment has been adduced by members on the
other side either as to the personal qualifi-
cations of the members of the heard, or as to
the narticular items guoted by the leader of
the O ition, then they have failed most
lamentably in showing that thare is any
reason for censure or condemnstion. 8o far
as one article that was mentioned is con-
cerned-- ~(\h rfusmnr flour—it bas_been shown
that the ¢ in price is caused by the large
increase in price of one of the in rhenfa.
The orguments as to meat were sufficiently
combated by the statements made by the
hom. member for Murrnmba a few minuntes
age, and right along the line, while thes
tried, under cover of these men, to nlace the
Government in an unfavourable light in the
eves of the publie, T submit that the mem-
bers opposite have lamentably failed. beeanse
thev have cortainly not disclosed either any
lack of intelligence or knowledge on the part
of any of the appointees of the Government.
Some reference was made by one hon. mem-
ber to the character of the hoard. T am
not aware that there has heen any substantia-
- tion of the remarks made in that regard. So
far as I have been able to obtain anv infor-
mation, the charseter of the members is
absolutely above reproach, and I feel quite
sure that if there is nothing more to condemn
than the few wpa'try instanse: mentioned by
the leader of the Ovnosition. his motion
certainly does not justify-the adjournment of
the Housa. beeanse there js nothing in the
nature- of a public grievanece worthy . of the

You: believe in
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name which calls for such drastic action as
suggested by its terms.

Myr. E. B. L. CORBER (Maryborough):
We all in this House, when the question of
regulating these prices was under discussion,
considered it was a splendid move in the
interests of the community, and I am sure
that no one has altered his views Dbetween
that time and now. But I think that the
way in which the hon. and learned leader of
the Opposition introduced this motion is
abwolutely unfair, and adopted with the
object of misleading the people, or else it
has been done out of ignorance—because he
knows nothing about the matter he is «dis
cussing. e says that a certain price has
been fixed by the board. (fan he say that
because that maximum price has been fixed it
has caused any of the retailers in this town
or in Qucecnsland. to raise the prices? It
will not have the slightest effect on their
raising their prices. They will still go on
rging what they have considered in the
to be u legitimate price, and, in many
cuses, under the prices fixed. We find thet
members on the othm’ side arve in favour of
the retailer who is in a large way. which
they always term *‘ the 1)00(1101‘. and they
do not wish to assist the small retailer. The
very statement made by the leader of the
Opposition shows that their svinpathies are
net with them.

Mr. Huxrter: That is, in your mind.

Mr. E. B. ¢. CORSER: In anybody’s mind
who can. o and work it out. will show
vou why. Ile takes the price list in his hand
of large retail cash buvers and cash sellers
and lLe comwares that price with the price
of the small retail man. The retail man
is generally not a cash buyer. nor is he
a < seller. and he must rn‘cural]v have a
bigger margin.  There s another ’thmrr
which' makes it difficult for : a1V commission

to fix prices on the basis of

[6 p.m.] =hat goods are sold at by a
c(*l‘ram section of the community.

The  large and  wealthy  retailer and
often the retailers in this city buy  very

largely twelve months shead and offen ou
their stocks very cheaply indeed. Some of

the rotailers are large importe nearly
if not quite as larze as the wholesale mer-
chants—and they turn over a very large

quantity of goods in the twelve months. They
take no risks; their turnover iz enormous
and their exvenses are much lower in com-
parison to those of the smell rerauiler. and
the small man cannot possibly sell against
them.  Where the small retailer comes in
is that he s more conveaient to the people
who want the goods and consequently people
ds not run into the cities and buy their
goods at the cash stores but buy them out-
side at-a higher price. If it was made im-
‘pomhvn that these men who buy on terms
ard sell on terms should sell at the prices
the leader of the Opposition guoted from

the cssh stores, it would kill them finan-
i Thev would not he in existence
lome and the peonle whom they are sun-
plvin and many who get out of em-
plovment throueh no fault of their own,
would not be able to eet supplies, and con-
sequentlv. we would have—what T stated

when this question was before the House a
fortnight ago—we should have a disaster
which thi= Act never contemplated would
arise. It was passed to relieve the needy
and not to try and impose ewtra burdens on
them. .~ Very unkind a(’mhatlom have been

Mr, E. B, 0. Carser.]
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anade as to what the wholesale merchants
will do. ~As a wholesaler of many vears’
standing I can tell you that not one single
bit of notice will be taken of the prices that
have been issued as the maximum prices of
the retailers. . A merchant does not. carrs
o his business in that way. He buys as
cheaply 25 he can and he sells as cheaply
as he can providing he makes a fair proit
for himself, and the wholesale man who
«an- sell the cheapest and best goods is the
ma&n who commands an increased volume of
trade. There is no’ combination to fix food
‘prices. Take my own district: There is no
combination s to prices of foodstuffs, we
all sell at-what we Tike to ask, and we know
that those who buy from wus are the best
judges as to where to go for goods. There
must Le a maxiium price go as to meet the
case of the small retailer. and the making
of thet maximum price means helping the
man who has to buy on terms—hclping him
to keep a poor man when he is out of om-
ployment. Now as to the very great differ-
ence in the prices:  When one takes into
consideration the loss that a man who docs
not buy for cash sustains, the risk that ho
takes by supplving on terms, the difference
between what he and the largoe retail cash

buver and cash seller makes is. not vory
great. I .am - sure  that a large retailer
whe buys - and sells for cash makes, at

the lower wvrices quoted, a vast deal more
money than the small retailer can make
at higher  prices, because the volume of
business is 0 much greater and the i in
the one case.are practically nil.. It is not
vight for- any moember of this House to
make accurations like those that have fallen
from the lips of members on the other side
about a business in whiek thev have never
had any interest at all and about swhich
they kn nothing at all, simplv because
one who does know happens to intericet, as
I did when the leader of the Qunosition was
speaking. - T asked him a civil question and
a very fair one. - When he said there was a
difference of 121 per cent. between certain
prices, T asked him how much of that went
in working exvenses  He could not tell I
know he could not tell. ss ho was dealing
with a' matter of which he has no knowledgs
wha and it was iust as stupid for him
to icise these - matters, about which he
knows nothing at all, as it would be for
me to criticise his law. The hon. member
has no more, and nerhaps not as much. know.
ledse of wmercantile transactions as I
of Jaw, and T would not attemnt to criti
his law nor would I jmpute w rong motives
to him in any question of his profession.
It ix deplorable to hear statemonts made
from the other side containing innuendooes or
ins nuating that men stand up in this House
or interjeet with & view of tryving to benefit
themselves at the exnense of somebody else;
The wholesale people in Queensland in every
direction: arc trving to helo  suffering
humanity on the nther side of the world and
to assizt #s much as they. possibly can to give
employment. and also to keen down priees.
I should like the hon. member to have heern,
not only in mv office, but in other offices
of wholesale men during the last month or
so, and he would have scen for himsolf thoe
number of rvefusals of orders from goend
people simply because we know they were
trying to get those goods for the purpose
of speculation. As T said a fortnight ago, I
have turned down muny new accounts that
have been offered because we were opening

LMr. B B0 Corser.
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no new accounts. Wge are going to keep
all our old customers and are going to re-
strict them as near as possible,to what they
have been getting from us during the past
few months and’ that ensbles them to re-
strict the retail buyers who want to lay in
five or six months’ supply, and they are the
people’ who have been trying to raise the
prices of commodities on the rest of the com-
The  wholesale people. have been
trving all thev possibly can' to keep them
from speculating so as to keep the stock that
is in-Australia for the purpose of dealing it
out to those who really want. it.

Mr. BOOKER (Wide Bey): When the two
s thet this discussion bears on were being
disewssed, mergbers on both sides of the House
tock up en- ewen astitude, and at that time
the question of the persoanel of the boards
was the supreme isue. I cannot conceive of
a more ungenercus adtack upon the Adminis-
tration who are responsible for the appoint-
45 and upon the men who constitute the
sve particularly the board for
n Division. I would like to know
er of the Opposition
heeseman occupies? As
ated, when he way speaking
ago. hé had some

4
this question a fow da;
diffienlty in choosing men who had some
knewledge of the meat trade, and, after a
eonstderable ameunt of Inquivy and considera-
tion; Mr. C : choien.  From one
point of vi it was wery wise to choose a
man who in no sense was identified with a
producer or a trader. He is a public servant
fillirg & responsible positicn.” I cannot con-
ceive that' My, Cheeseman could in any way
{favour the butchers who are supplying the
peopic with meat. To me it 1% mest ungener-
ous on the part of the deputy leader of the
Oppeosition to malke remarks about a public
servant in that wav. = Aso I have said, Myl
Chesseman is-.a public servant, and has no
right of reply. So far as the fixing of the
price of meat is concerned, the question was
raised indieating the difierence in the price
of meat supplied by the Redbank Mcat Com-
pany and that supplied by the local trade.
Anvone who knos thing about the opera-
tions of the variou: at sompanics and those
of the town trader must understand that the
meat’ companies buy their sinck several
moenthe shead, arxd thev buy them in' large
pumbers.. Home of the local butchers buy
almouit as far ahead a5 the meat companies,
wich as men like Bawnes Brothers and others.
i the 1 itv of the trade buy
b ko to waek, They
buy in 1w, and they buy under
the clo on in the ¢pon market.
» meat companies go to the pastoral-
T arrange for the supply of large num-
st a fiwed vriee; and the price is
pached in mpetition
ot fal that the
35! ¢ to the ox-
oucted by
v of the Owposition as representing
prices of the Redbank Beat (ompany and
! ! burher., This brings me to
of the deputy leader *
ing a lot of energy and

o,

unjust a public man can
¢ to wae his energy’ and his well-

fone 5 « ability in organising the
trading contres throughout Brisbane, and if
the T.abour party as the representatives of the
great unions of Quesnsland. which command
a large sum of monev to-day, would join with
him there -would be more business .in - it.
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They would be much more patriotic, as the
masters of the unions, if-they used whatever
capital was necessary out of the unions to
buy vp all the butchering contres or establish
new butchers shops throughout the city, and
then buy meut direct from the meat com-
panies; or. .if necessary, go out into the
country and buy the stock from the pastoral:
ists, and then- scll the meat st a .cheap rate
to the people. It would b2 a good business
proposition, perhaps, if they bought all their
meat  from the Redbank Meat Cempany.
They cculd buy it at the cheap price quoted
by the lsader of the Opposition, and then it
could be retailed out to the public at the
lowest price posible. . That ‘would do- two
thing: It would, in a logicsl waw, give the
people the opportunity of buying ineat at the
lowest possible price, Dbeeause the unions
would be managing it. ~Take Mr. Gildaz, the
hion. membeoer for [thaca, as the gencral mana-
gor of the butchers’ shops in ‘Brisbane, and
talke t hon. member for Herberi,  Mr.
Lennon, as the general managzer of the
egrocers” shops. The hon. member for Her-
bert was once chairman .cf "o co-operative
grocery business, ~ I ask the hon. gentleman
was he able at the time when he was manag
ing director of that compeny to sell things at
a profit” less than PRarrv and Roberts and
other companies here running that particular
business 7 X 1¢ back to. the supply of
meat, Mr. Gilday has organised the butcher-
ing trade to & remarkable dogree, and ]
brought abou$ the eclosest combine in  the
industrial ranks, and it would be betier for
him to take up the general managcment of
these various meat shops throughout the city.
Knowing the trade as he does from A to Z.
he could select the best men for the work,
What a fine object-lesson it would be if Mr.

0

Gilday and: the masters” of ‘the unions .in
this' House  earried out what 1 suggest.
They could ~use the necceessary capital to
start the  butchers” shops, and they could

get - their meat in the  chespest possible
way, whether from™ the  stockowners or
the - meat companies, and sell it without

any intention of making profit otherw
than payi pan, There would be much
more businesz in that and there weald be
a kindlier spirit, too. That would be doing,
in a vractical way—not in the elequent w
that the deputy leader of the Oppesidion
does it, not in that kind of spirit—but in the
true spirit of giving the people cheap meat
and the best of it. There is more business
in.that, and T hope that hon. members will
seriously  take that view of it. #nd have
thesp meut shops established throughout the
city. and suburbs. They could arvange
with the hon. member for Ierlurt not to
worry himself about politics for the term of
the war, but to go out and he general
manager of the grocery business throughont
the ciiv. (He hear!)  They have the
moner there to do it. Why do ther not do

o

it? - Their duty does not seem 0 be to zive
practical help “to the peaple. but to focl
them. That just reminds me that the matter

we have had to-dav from hon. members op-
posite, vartienlarly from the deputy leader
of the Copositien, we have had throughout
the coun fong time, and the resu!
re of. It is by that kind
te has gained a
cor.) Yes, that is
e g it, bs filling the
o people w the idea thar the
are the men who are the blocd-
conumunity - while - they | are the

mziority, (Op
the way they
minds of t
Liberals
sucking

w0
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saviours of the people. I am offering them
some gound business way of proving how
anxios v are to show how to conduct
the bu of the country. Letter than the
business e on vhis side of the Heuse. We
ing o have this kind of stuff for hours.
biv from time to time we will have
further amendments of cestain matters, We
will ‘have requests to ‘have certain things
dissussed. For’ what purpose will they be
discussnd ¥ - Not' to give the people cheap
food. but to talk to the crowds outside who
are prejudiced. and to some extent passiona-
cely prejudiced, against their boest friends.
We will Lave more of the stuff we have had
this afternoon. For what purpose?  Not to
aive the people cheap food, but to . get it
] ir esrs for the next election. -That
is the view I take of it. I .cannc# help re-
erotting the speech of the deputy leader
on. The leader of the Opposi-

with the question from his point
of view admirably well and dizpassionately,
but as regards the speech of his deputy.
it would be well for the best interests of
the Heuse and the best interests of the
countrs if he had not spoken, because there
was nothing in his remarks that will make
anv article of consumptien conzumed by the
workers of Quecnsland one fractien cheaper.
The hon. gentleman made some repl)‘jo an
interjection of mine by ing that I said therc
was no value in by-preducts. I have never dis-
«od that question at-all in the Ilouse. be-
I bave sz different view altogether:
1 aw quite satisfied from the nows we re-

coivod - to-day from the seat of war that
mattors will be very much better in the
near future. (Hear. hear!) I am quite satis-

fed that the value of the bv-produsts of our
sheep and - eattle will probably be higher
within the nost three months, probably within
the next thirty dass, than we have seen themn
for a very long time. (ITear, hear? Take
the cnormons v of woollens; take the
eNOYIMoUs ¥ her in the war. In
the United States = are fully equipped for
dealing with - our raw products—our hides
+nd our wool. The ports of Russia will svon
Je open to take cur fullow. = All that iudi-
cates that cur by-products will be more valu-
able in the immediate futare than they have
in the immediate pas. When
the markeis are open for our hides, our tal-
low, and cur wool. beef iz not likely to in-
o in price. The extra prices of the last
c or two were altogether due to the
ilitv of the butchers to realise on their

i
-products, which at the very leaxt have
on wosth £3 2 head on-a 20-1b.  bul-

a1l L
loek. To show thet matters in this diree-
tion are becoming settled, I read in thisafter-
neon’s *Te aph” that wool sales in Leu-
don ve been arranged to be held on the

pth October. 1 just guote that eancrete case
to bear out my previous cond that,
so far as meat COEEIT for time

there will be no grear advan

I kope. although T am a produs

in prices.
of stock,

that the pries wad - will not rise any
igher than at 1 said when the
1perial i through that

Au i, big and littie,

stizited to supply
uling prior to the
f 3 ng matters of
. where it is so essy to arcuse the
projudizes of the people, we should be very
s1 with vespect to making statenments
ch oz we listened o from the deputy leader
the Opposition. The first. instinct = of

Mr. Beoker. |

£
outhr
thiz k
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human nature is self-preservation, and to
get the necessaries of life is the first con-
sideration of everyone. I can quite under-
stand the feelings of a woman with a limi-
ted income when she has to pay the prices
she has to pay now for the necessavies of
life, and everyome of us, whether on this
side or on that side, should be very guarded
in reflecting upon anyone who is bearing his
part in supplying the people with the neces-
saries of life. I am a producer, and T am
doing my part. The traders on this side are
doing  the same. On that side the hon.
member for Maranoa, I am quite satisfied,
15 jush as anxious to act his part—and I am
sare_he is doing so—as any trader who sits
on this side. A% this particular time there
should be no distinctions whatever. Rach
and every one of us, I am sure, is anxious
to do the right thing, and no hon. inember
should saggest that the trading eommunity
are not doing the right thing. I am sure
t%l(lr' are, and probably the hon. member for
(hl’]lagoo, with his usual sardonic attitude,
feels Just as I do, but it does not suit his
book to say so.

- Mr. FOLEY (Mundingburra): I am going
to support this motion, and the reason why
I‘ support it is because I do npot think the
Governmmnt have acted quite fairly in select-
ing the boards to consider the questions that
bave been remitted {o them hy the Act.
asked the Premier to-day what wero the
names of the members of the Northern board
and what were their qualifications for the
position.  The reply the hon. gentleman
made to me was that T would fined the names
in the “Gazette,” and in answer to the seeond
part of the question, he said that thev were
appointed because they understood the busi-
ness, or knew the values of goods. With re-
ference to the latter part of the answer, two
of the three gentlemren who have heen ap-
pointed have never had any experience in the
valwe of geods such as were io bo submitted
to them by the Act. 3fr. Swales is the
mayor of Townsville, He is an engincer by
trade. and, while he may know the cost of
repairing an engine or of puttine a patch
ot a hoiler, or something of that sort, in mv
opinion he knows absolutely nothine abous
;110 priees of foodstuffs. In the second place,
A.Ir. Parkes is a land, house, and commis-
sion agent. and, to my knowledge, has never
had any dealings in the price of foodstuffs
because I have known him for nearly thirty.
two yeats, and ho has always heen in the
same kind of husiness. The third member
oi the board—Mr. Thorpe—is a commission
agent—a man who deals in foodstuffs. Ho
is Townsville agent for J. €. Hutton’s hams
and bacon, and for seveval flour merchants.
give him ecredit for knowirg womething
about the bsuincss; but. at the same time,
he is seceretary to the Merchants ia-
tion snd to the Master Butchers’ Asssciation
of Tewnsville, and a man holding those posi-
tions cannot reasonably be oxpected to fix
prices for foodstuffs that would meet the ve-
quirements of the working classes, and for
that reason I strongly protest against the
appointment of this gentleman. The Pre-
mier had certain names snpplied to him from
Townsville, but, as he did not know the cen-
tlemen. he asked members from the North.
if thew knew of suitable persons up there, to
submit theiv names to him, a»d I took it
upon myvelf. when the House clesrd on the
eveniig we passed the Rill. to sse the hon.
gentleman and aseertain if he had a cortain
name among the six names supplied to him.

[37r. Booker.
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He answered in the negative, and then I told
liim about a certain gentleman in Towns-
ville who had had great experience in the
prices of foodstuffs such as would be sub-
mitted to the board. The man I referred
to had twenty-one yecars’ experience in the
grocery trade, and for eleven years was the
manager of a grocery business in Townsville.
He has retived from business, and I recom-
mended him to the Premier. Before doing:
s0 I wired to the gentleman himself to know
if he would accept the position if he was
appointzd. The Premier asked me to write
him the next day recommending the man,
which T did. T felt certain thot, if anybody
was wanted who knew the actual prices of
goods such as those to be submitted to the
hoard, this man ought to be the one man
who would be appointed. He would be dis-
intercsted, because he is not connected with
any merchant or anything of that sort.

Mr, KessELn: What were his politics.
Mr. FOLEY : I don’t know his politics.
GoVvERNMENT MEMBERS : Oh! and laughter.

Mr. FOLEY: My own opinion is that,
whatever his politics may be, his personal
experience in these matters should fit him
for the position. We have often heard the-
other side complain about the Federal

TLabour Government's policy of
[5.30 p.in.] prefersnce to unionists, but if

ever there was a case of prefer-
ence to Liberals; this is as plain a case as I
have ever scen. I hear that the secretary
of the Waterside Union in Townsville was
one of the six whose names were submitted
to the Premier. It is well known what his
politics are, and while he may be supposed
to know as much about the price of food-
stuffs as the first itwo gentlemen I have
named, weot his name was evidently turned
down by the Premier because of his polities.
I feel that, because with regard to the other
gentlemen T have named. while they are
members of the Chamber of Commerce in
Townsville, it ecannot be said that any of
them has ever had any experience in fixing
the price of foodstuffs. I have known both
gentlemen for many years, and know that
thev lLave not had sny experience: in these
matters.

Mr. MorGAN: Whv was the man vou re-
mended turned down?

Mr. FOLEY: I do not know, unless i}
is that he knew too much about these things.
I could have named a seore of men who
would have been quite as competent to
carry out these dutiex as cither of ‘the
gentlemen who have been appointed, but the
fact that I could not vouch that thex had
had experience in these matters was my
reason for not naming any of them. I knew
this man to be out of business, and to have
bhad twenty-one yvears’ experience as a grocer,
and as a manager of a large grocery busi-
ness, and I thought he would have been
eminently suited for the position. Vet I find
that his name was left off the board.

My, Kessern: You. admit that the thres
men are competent?

Mr. FOLEY: I do not admit it. The
three men who have been appointed are, in
my opinion, not competent, because they
have not had any experience in these mat-
ters. T hzve nothing to say against them
ither in their private capacitv or as public
wen, but I say that two of thom, at lsast,
=re not compstent to hold positions on the
Loard. I enter my strong nrotest as &
citizen of Townsville, and as a member for

&
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North Queensland against the appointments
which have been made. The Government
have shown great partiality in the appoint-
ments.  Although the Premier says that the
gentlemen appointed possess the qualifica-
tions, I do not think that they do, and it
cannot be said that they have had any
experience to qualify them for the position.
I am glad that the leader of the Opposition
has moved the adjournment of the House,
which has given me an opportunity of plac-
ing my protest before the Chamber. I had
a wire from Townsville, immediately the ap-
pointments were made, pr()testing against the
appointment of Mr. Thorpe—I will not say
because he did not know the value of
things, but because he is the sceretary of
the Merchants’ Association and secretary of
the Master. Butchers’ Association. and that on
those_grounds he is disqualified from hold-
ing th9 position. Tt has been said that this
board is only appoinied to consider the retail
prices, but we know that the retail prices
are governed by what the retailers can pur-
chase at from the wholesale mercheants, If
the wholezale merchants buyv at a price that
will make it impossible for_ the retailer to

sell at the price fixed by the board, what
is he going to do? There is nothing to
sav that this board has power to fix the

prices to be charged Dy the wholesale mer-
chant. e ean fix what price he likes, and
if the retailer cannot fix his vprice acrord-
ingly and then sell his goods at a profit,
what will be the result? The board zhould
have power not only to fix the price to be

charged by the retailer, but also by the
wholesale merchant.

Mr. Morceaxn: It has got that power.

My. FOLEY : They have not. Ilon, mem-

hers opposite who have spoken have aflirmed
that it is only the retail price that the
board hax power to fix. T have here a copy
of the “Daily Standard” newspaper, giving
the prices fixed bv the board in Blhbane
and prices have been raised on seven or
cight commoditics that are of everv-day use,
such as rice, thrn -crown  currants, thrs
crown sultanas, self-raising flour, kerosenc,
milk, and oatmoal The vrofits to the re-
tailer on those articles has been raised in
some cases from 36.7 per cent, to 45.5 per
cent.

Mr. KrssiLL: What is the wholesale price ?
Mr. FOLEY : I cannct read the whole of

this list; T will lend it to the hon. memnber
to read for himself.

The BPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
hier for ‘Jnndnmbmm is Just as much out
of order in answering interjegtions as the
hon. member for Port Curtis is in making
interjections.  (Hear, hear!)

Mr. FOLEY: T think
evidence in that article in the
dard” fo warrant us in raising our ObJOP—
tion. and pointing out that the board is nob
acting in the interests of the conswmers,
whom we are here to protect. I am pleased
to have had the onportunity of pointing out
that as_far as the Northern Beard is con-
cerned I do not know what prices they have
fixed vet, but I am satisficd that the mem-
Lers of the board are not competent, beeause
they do not know what the prices should be,
and will simply be guided by what they are

there i suflicient
“Daily Stan-
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told by the merchants and wholesale dealers.
For that reason, I say that the board as con-
stituted is not a proper board to {ix the prices
of foodstuffs in the Northern district.

Mr. GILDAY (fthaea): I think that mem--
bers on this side would be lacking in their
duty if they did not make a protest at this
particular juncture. On the 3rd August war
was declared, and on the 5th August a
large number ¢f commodities went up by 15
per cent. During last week the board which
has been appointed has fixed a maximum
price, which ranges from anything from 5
to 50 per cent. more than the normal price.
The members of the board are not acting
up to what we expected them to do when
we passed the Bill in this House. We hear
the hon, member for Maryborough—and it
is only natural sccing that he is an inter-
ested party—say that he is going to take
up the battle on behalf of the board. I am
not going to say that the board are not
trying to do their best, but I am of opinion
that the board are not capable of dealing
with the question. They do not seem to go
about in the right way to get the necessary
cvidence in order to enable them to formulate-
fair prices to be charged to the people. I
have risen to say a few words about the
meat industry, and I think the figures which
I have here will justify me in saving that
so far as the price of meat is concerned it
is considerably higher now than what it
should be. This is a question which I have
Svriously considered during the last three

four wecks. 1 made it mv business to
fmd out the price of cattle, and also the
price charged to the consumer, and I have
come to the conclusion that meat is to-day
sold in Brisbanc at a considerably higher
price then it should be. T hseve a few figures
here showing the prices charged for meat
on the 8th %91).(\mb91 1912. dnd the total
increase on a 600-1b. Lody of beef producing
414 1h. of meat, as cmnn‘uod with the total
at prices ch‘urrod at the present time. The
following table shows the prices paid for the
several joinis of beef from a beast producing-
414 1b. of meat:—

!
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The TloME SoCRETARY :
prices of cattle?
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Mr, GITDAY :
pucm at present.
up in propo'tlon
tongue was 2s. 6 ; now
Ib.. which means an ineresse of 1s. on a
tengue. It is interesting in this connection
1o note that the prices charged by tho Red-
bank Meat Company for a bedy of meat
weighing 630 bl and caiting out 4i4 1b.,
come to £3 13s. less than those charged
by tne retail butchers in Brisbane. The fol-
lowing table shows how this total is made
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I may point out that s of the local
butchers go out to the market and pur-
chase their csttle in the e W as e
Redbenk B Company do. It i

in my

opinion, a scandalous shame that t Con-
trol of Pricos Board do not adopt a
better method of dealing with the meoesnt
question  than they do.  Any  conseien-
tious person reading the evidence sub-

mitted to the board on this question must
come to the conclusion that they can never
arvive at finslity on that evidense as to what
is a fair and legitimate charge to the cou-
samer. I notice that they have called some
master butchers to give ovidence, and have
practically put ans s into  their mouths,
instead of asking thes submait receipis for
purchases of cattle and ateinents showing
the amount thev pay in wages. It is & shame
that tite board should : too » to such a method
of obtaining evidence with the view of trying
to make the people belicve thet they sre
doing the right thing. I ay that the hoard
are not doing their duty, and tha{ they do
not know th' proper v to go about frm‘tmw
at tke b of the charges for meat. As a
man who th(\r()’mhl understands the meat
industry, T way here that the rvetail prices
charged for meat for many months past have
heen considerably higher than they should
have heen.  Somie referenes has been made
to the prices at the various mestworks, T
think the time has arrived when they should
be able to send their meat to other parts of
the world without having to take so much
«off as they have at the present time, owing

[Mr. Gilday.
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to the restrictions imposed on the other side
of the world.  There is no i stification for
theso restrictions. as some of the best medical
evidence obtainable has shown that the non-
exportable parts are not injuricus to health.
If these parts could be exported, that would
have a tendency to minimise the cost of
meat, particularly at the meatworks. T
believe that if the Redbank Company were
allowed to export the enormous quantity of
brisket that they have now to throw aside,
they would be able to retail meat much

cheaper than they are doing at the present
time.

e LL: You will admnit that that is

Mr. GILDAY : T admit that it 1s a loss to
the meatworks, and I am not saving that
the meatworks are raising the price of meat.
As o matter of fact, the Redbank Company
are =elling meat for considerably than
retail butshers in Brisbane are doing, though
they have to discard the portions of meat I
hiave referred to. I want to repeat that T
think it would be a good thing for Queens
]and and particularly for the meat industr

{ the authorities ook off that emburgo w hich
Oklt'h on beaf at rhn present time, so far as
brisket is concerned.

Mr. G. P. Barx
products?

Mr. GILDAY : T have no desive to go into
this g ion further at the present time, but
1 will eonelude br answering the hon, member
for Warwick., I had in my mind some three
or four wec ago the idea that there was
something in the arguments put up in regard
to them.  Now. I am in a posltlon to say
that a fair price has been offered to butchers

jn

: What about the by-

by =ertain buyers for their by-products, but
they

wanted to hold out for prices that
‘hen things were normal. At that
time, hides and tzllow and other ky-products
were at the highest price known in Quecns-
Iond. There is not the slightest  doubt
ahout that. A challenge was inserted in
one of the papers challonging the butchers
to refuls the statement that thev had been
offered a certain price for their bw-products,
and one paper was given permission to malo
the statement by sevoral people who were
willing and anxious to buy the bx-products.
although at s less price than prevailed before
the war. To-day there will be one of the
largest tanneries working th have over
Leen operating in Quoon&land Tellmongery
is going cn just as fast as ever, and thew
are asking for men, and there is prsctically

no foundation for saving that there are mno
wors for hy-products.
Hon. R. Pump: Did not Baynes -Bros.

close down last week?

My, GITDAY : If they did, the
the men n get work to-morrow  at
seouring.

Hlon. R. Pmitr: Do you not know
they. did close down?

Mr. GILDAY : I did not know. TIf so, the
men ¢ ged at the Delmont woolscour can
get  work to-morrow  morn ing, becauxe
soveniy or eighty men are w an’wd for wool-
scouring and fellmongery.

Fion. R. PHmp: Where?

Mr. GILDAY : Cannon Hill.
e, Guwx: The meat . trust.

whole of

wool-

&

that

(Laughter.)
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Mr. GILDAY: I am telling vou where it
is—at Clannon IIill. As to tho stateuient re-
carding by-products, the incresse in the
price of beet is £3 13s. 12d., aud I do not
sappose the hy-produets in o 6"') 1b. bullock
would be worth more than £2 2+ 10d.

Mr. Bribzes: (an you tell us how
the pijs @ a buila
tWo yen

Mr. GILDAY: Yes; Iean. I just rose to
refute the arguments which have been ad-
vanced, and i am satisfled that nobody can
refute my statements,

My, MORGAN (Muritle): The hon men
Ler who bas just vesumed his seat has made
out a good argument why butchers shonlbi
have rawsed their prices, and if he will fo‘lo
me for a moment and eheck my figures, we
will find out exactly how things have gone.
He said that a 600-1h. bullock would give a

w o differcnce in profit of £3 13y, 10d.
between 1212, two years ago, and now. Two
years ago a butcher was paying £1 a 100 b,
for his Lwof; to-day he is” paying £1 10s.,
so that—and I do not think any member can
refute it—the difference is (£3 on a 6001,
bullock,  So the buteher is giving £3 more
for his beef, and he is gmtmw £3 15s. 10d.
That leav lum with an extra profit of 13«
10d. Now, is the butcher losing more than
13s. 10d. in regard to by- nod.u"ts when com-
pared with two years ago?

Mr. GILDAY :
£1 5s. a 100 1b.

Mr., MORGAN: I think the stotement is
borne out by the hon. member for Townsville
and other hon. mombora, that two years ago
vou could buy them in the vards or else
where for £1 a 100 lb. That les rves  the
l)utchor with 10d. more than two
. but 1 do uot think that any hon.
l,m can sho

much
has risen in the last

Two years ago they wese as

=

mem-
- that the price for by-produsis
to-daz within 13s. 10d. of what it was two
vears ago in a 600-lb. bullock. o that
whilst the hatcher is getting 13 L(z(l nore
for his beef, he is losing more than £1 for
his by-products, or a loss of €s. 8d. on a
600-1b. bullosk. And I think the hon. meni.

ber will agree with me when 1y that
wages are not less to-dsy. Proba the

)

oxXpense 18 greater to-dsy  of runmh“ a
l)utchors shop that it was two vears ago.
So that the figures gquoted by the hon. mem-
ber, instead of doing his argument zood,
instead of showing that the butchers are
making more pro{p go to show to any right-
Hlmkmo‘ man who will go into them, that
fair thing so far as the price
for his boof will allow him.

Huxuay: Were they making a for-
ago?

I do not say that theyx did
not make money. T think they did. I think
21l husiness pno’)le are making monev, but
the hon. member wanted to show that the
butchers swere making more to-day than they
were making two wears ago, whercas it could
casily be shown that they are not making
so large a profit. I am sorey that this
motion has been moved by the leader of the
Opposition at a time when & great number
of "emplovers are keeping on’ men  whom
they could do without.

An HOXNOTRABLE  MEMVBER :
ing them.

MORGAN: T ask the hon. memher to
poirt oubt emvloyers who are sacking' men.
I know of men who are keeping on hands

Mr.
tune two yvears

Mr. MOBGAN:

Some are sack-
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when they can do without them. I know that
is being dons in the country. I myself have
n a contract to serub-fall 200 acres, when [
i1d not really want it d but I desired to
L,n(\ the men work at this particular time.
'Lmre arc cthers doing the same to-day, and
1 teil the leader of the ()l)pmltl(hl and his
} this i not the time to put class
;. {Ilear, hear!) We want to
gether, but if you do try to seb
azs agamst the other, 1 know which
segsion is hm.\ to come out on top. ion.
tembers oppesite suppesed to be doing
ir best by the - wo lasses, but by
ing up matters of kind, snd trying
sin nolitice ol the leader of the
ysition 1s 7 to do in this
wse, they are ot do nf rua.. I am sorry
lie has hrought up thi particular gques-
TIe appears to e, alter listening very
lix to the speeches delivered by the
Loader and deputy leader of the
position, that this motion has
cen moved for a special purpose
the s fixed by the board
20Us O WTOR ut s Iy to give
teader of the Opposition and his party

sarty that

arn

17 pon] Op

1

—10%
are ou
the

an opportunity of attacking the personnel
of the beard heesuse he had not been twken
tuzto the nlidence of the Premier when

Had there been

¢ those a: )11"(71tl'1(*llf~
cne or tw winhers of
some  polities]
the  board. this
Been  inoved,
ition i

the Trades Hall or
representative on
have

would not
the leader the
have been  perfeetly
% fixed by the board. Owing to
the hon. member was not given
of vaming at least onc moem-
ird. he has thought it a fair
2o and practically
of “the bozrds At
ort we want to cause as littlo
1 iuternd to. quote
to ~how that the refailers, or what
o termed middlemen, who oceupy posi-
the ::,mmtmn benches must feel in
sition when they listen
o1 by other members
¢ the middlomen or retail
We notice that on maost
meisiher for Maranoa, and

nm*xon

would
with the
the fuet
A1 epportu:
ber on eneh
© pp')‘*tuvu“
it th
w of this

*) Tll(“ C“lt

ons the hon.

ohe oF o other middlemen on that side,
generally have a lot to say, but when a
gnestion of ¢ sort 1% heing d d they

remain very silent. It would be very amusing
to liear the hion. member for Maranoca on the
prices fixed by this particular board.

The SPEAKER: ()1(201‘ I suggest to the
hon. member that it not 1 1‘111111011fa1‘v to
dehate the private positions of hon. memboers
in the o Tt is a very questionable prac-

tice. and one that T Jdo not think is in very
anod iaste.

Mr. MORGAN: I want to zay that while
lhon. members opposite always ondoavour to

make all the political eapital they can in re-
d to memiers on this side; we have to sib
silont and take their eriticism for what it is
h. Nevertheless, it must be very humiliat-
or s mberson that side who are engaged
in similar mdmtr'o: Clertain figures have
Leen quoted in the labour daily in co’mechqn
with prices, and I notice that those prices in

almost eovery instance refer to. articles not
mainfeetured in Queensland.
Mr. LEx¥oN : Quite the opposite: - Nearly

all arc raised here.

Mr.Morgan.]
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Mr. MORGAN: Iz barley or rice manu-

{actured here ,
My, LexNoN: What about oatmenl?

Mr. MORGAN: How much oatmeal is
manufactured  here?  The lon.  mewmber
knows that there is not a very geat deal of
oatmeal manufactured in Quecasiand. Then,
there are currants, sultanas, and even flour.
Mcembers opposite know perfectly well that
it is necessary for us to get nearly two-thirds
of our flour from the other States, and they
know very well that freights have gone up,
and the little increase that the board has
fixed on these articles no doubt counteracts
the increased cost of delivering the goods in
Queensland.  We find that the ordinary retail
price of sugar in Brisbane ix 2kd. per [b., and
we want to show that this board did not deal
with Brisbane only. We want to show the
different prices that are charged in some of
the country towns, and also to show the
House the profits that are made in some
localities over and akove those supposed
cnormous profits made in Briskane. In con-
nestion with sugar, we find that in Roma, on
the 22nd July, sugar was heing sold retail at

sd. per Ib. The cost of sugar at that time,
as given hy the * Sugar Journal.” was £20
15s. per ton. The cost of carriage to Roma
is £4 10s. per ton, making the cost of sugar
landed at Roma £25 5s. per ton. At 34d. ner
Ib., a ton of sugar would be equal to £32 13s.
4d., so that the storekeeper in Roina was
making a profit of no less than £7 8s. per
ton, equal to over 20 per cent. Now. we are
told by the Labour daily that such a profit is
nothing more or less than robberyv—that the
people who buy from the storekeeper at that
price are being robbed. Who are robbing
the people? TIs it all being done by one
particular section?  Are there mnot good
socialists conducting stores? (‘an the hon.
member for Maranoa say he is selling sugar
at a less price than the other storekeepers in
Roma? If the ™ Daily Standard” is right
in its contention, is not the hon. member for
Maranoa and others engaged in that pursuit
robbing the public just as much as the store-
kecpers on_ this side of the House? (Oppo-
sition laughter.) I say if it is true: if the
“Daily Standard’s” contention is true that
the storekeepers are robbing the public by
making such enormous profits—if it is being
done by storekeepers on this side of the
House, then it is being done by storekeepers
on the other side of the House to a similar
degree. Members on that side of the House
are always willing to criticise members on
this side of the House.

An *HoNOURABLE MEMBER: Dolitical fire-

works. .

Mr. MORGAN: It may be political fire-
works, but it goes down with a section of
the community, more especially if we sit
durab and allow it ¢ go out without being
contradicted. It is our dutvy to contradict
these s¢tatements, and show by comparison
that, although there are storekeepers who
may be good Liberals, there are also store-
keepers who may be good Labourites, and
the Labour storekcepers are sclling no
cheaper than the Liberal storekeepers. We
have also had an illustration in connection
with the co-operative store in Brisbane.

Mr. Lexxox: What do you know about
that? (Laughter.)

[Mr. Morgan.
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Mr. "ORGAN: 1 kuow something about
it because I went into that store to buy
something, and I found that I could not buy
it chieaper there than I could buy it from
Barry and Roberts or any other storekeeper
in Brisbane. (Ilear, hear! and laughter) The
hot. member who interjected is prominently
conneeted with that Co-operative Store, and
he knows a great deal about it. If Barry
and Roberts come under the artiele which
appeared in the ** Daily Standard.” then I
can say that the Co-operative Store must
also come under that article, because thelr
prices were just the same as Barry and
Roberts, If Barry and Roberts are robbing
the people, as is pointed out by the “ Daily
Standard,” then the hon. member for Her-
bert and his Co-operative Store are also
robbing the public, as their prices are no
cheaper than those of Barry snd Roberts.

Mr. Lexxox: Why don’t vou give us a
trislt You do not give the Co-operative
Store a trial.

Mr. MORGAN: Yes, I did. I always buy
where 1 ean buy the cheapest, whether 1t
iz a political institution or not. The Co-
operative Store is run to a great extent by
the hon. member for Herbert, and if he can
sell four, rice, barlev, and currants cheaper
than these shops where the enormous profits
are supposed to be made, then, as soon as the
public get to know that they can get their
goods cheaper at the C(lo-operative Storve
that store will have to put on more hands,
bevause the present staff will not be able to
serve the extra customers quick enough.
There is a certain profit necessary on dif-
ferent articles. Some may have a profit of
15 per cent., and others will want a profit
of 20 per cent. The houn. member for
Maranoa will tell vou that there is only a
profit of 2 per cent. on kevosene. That is
the profit on keresene mentioned by the
* Daily Standard” with kerosene at 4s. 3d.
per tin. The ** Daily Standard” says that
on certain lines a profit of 40 to 46 per cent.
is being madce—on rice, for instance. That
scems an enormous profit to malke, but that
profit is also being made by the Co-opera-
tive Store if they buy at the same price as
the other stores. 1t has been distinetly shown
that the wholesale people have not put up
the price, except on a fow imported articles.

Xr. Berrram and other QpposiTioN MEM-
BERS : They have.

Mr. MORGAN: You may be zble to prove
it to yourselves, but no one has proved it
to this House. We married men who go
round to the stores know very well that, al-
though there is a big war on, the prices are,
in many instances, no greater now than they
were four weeks ago. (Opposition laughter.)

Mr. Texxox: You are the first person I
have heard say that. You are the exception.

Mr. MORGAN : T am not the esception. I
am not talking about the butchers, as we
know that meat has gone up. We know that,
with the exception of two or three articles,
such as flour, prices in the stores have not
gone up. Bread has not gone up.  When we
notice the fortunate position which the people
of Queensland and Australia are in with re-
gard to foodstuffs, I think it is unfortunate
that the leader of the Opposition should have
brought forward this motion to-day. This
motion was not brought forward because
the prices were wrong, but simply to give
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an opportunity to the leader of the Opposi-
tion to criticise the composition of the prices
~board in Brisbane. He criticises that board
simply because there iz no one there who
has got the " W.P.0.” brand on his body
—(laughter)--or because none of them pos

25
the union ticket. That. is the only reasox
that the motion was moved, and I

hope members on this side” will' get up and
speak on the question.

Mr. LENNOXN (Herbert): I am sorry that
a good deal of bitterness has been brought
into this debate, when there is no need for it
at all.

Mr. Morgan: The deputy leader
Opposition introduced it.

Mr. LENNON : The hon. member who just
resumed his seat introduced a lot of political
bitterness which was quite unnecessary. The
Chief Sceretary said it was not a question
of politics, and he should have kept it clear
of politics.

The Preuier: I did so.

Mr, LENNON: The hon. gentleman did
not have the tact, or the good sense, or
whatever it was, to show the pcople that it
was not a political matter.

The PrEMIER: It is not a political matter.

Mr. LENNON: Why, almost every mem-
ber of every board—North, Centre, and
South—are all of the one political colour.

The PrEMIER: Then you know more about
it than I do.

Mr. LENNON: It is a pity the hon.
gentleman did not take the opportunity of
appointing some representatives  of - another
political colour.

The PreMIER: That is a demonstration that
.all the ability is on the one side.

Mr. LENNON: That is an casy way to
get out of it. The hon. gentleman should

of the

have listened to some of the requests made

from this side, and should have appointed
men other than Liberals to control the prices.

The PremiEr: Is that your reason for this
spending of hours?

Mr- LENNON: The hon. gentleman spoke
as long as he thoughe necessary, and [ han
«equal rights with him in giving my views
on the matter. I want to have my say
without any curtailment by the Chief Secrc-
tary. A good deal has been said about the
members of the boards. I am yuite with the
hon, member for Mundingburra that the
Townsville - board is not constituted as it
should have been. Why was not the gentle-
man he recommended appointed +to the
board? ~He was eminently fitted for the
position in every way by experience, by long
residence in the North, and in the handling
of goods, and he knows the selling price both
for cash and credit systems. He was a
man who would have been a good representa-
tive for such a board. Instead of that, the
Chief Secretary and his FExecutive Council
have chosen Mr. Thorpe. I know Mr.
Thorpe very well, and I have nothing to
say against his character. But by his very
associations and his environment—seeing that
he is a representative of the mercantile class
—-he is secretary of the Merchants’ Associa-
tion, and secretary of the Master Butchers’
Association—he must naturally keep in with
the people who pay him his income.

The PREMIER: What occupation has - the
other gentleman you recommended ?
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Mr. LENNOXN: Ile has been engaged for
twenty years in the grocery and ironmion-
gery trade.

The PREMIER:
a grocery store.

And he is still manager of

Mr. LENNON: No. He had an iron-
mongery and general store, something like
that ot Rarry and Roberts, “lth()ut the
drapery. e is not in with the merchants,
He is entirely independent and free, and if
the Chief Seccretary had appointed a man
like that, it would have prevented any criti-:
cism  of the board from this side. Mu.
Swales i1s an engineer—a first-class engineer.
(ficar, hear!) No doubt he has first-class
qualifications in that respect. Lle was once
mayor of Townsville, and he knows a lot
about machinery and engines. le is a very
decent, upright man, but what does he know
about the prices of goods? Nothing what-
ever.  Another member of the Townsville
board is Mr. J. N. Parkes, a very old resi-
dent of Townsville, and very well known to
the hon. member for Mundingburra and my-
self, but he knows nothing at all about the
prices of good He knows more about the
price of land in Townsville, anu about the
formation of companies and the sale of
shares and scrip and stock. . He knows noth:
ing at all about household economy. For
the last four years he has not been keeping
house, but has besn living in an hotel, and
consequently he knows nothing avout the
difficultics that confront a housekeeper at
the present time on account of the high
prices of goods. This discussion has shown
at all events what splendid defenders the
merchants of this city, and of Queensland,
have in this Chamber. We have had the
hon. member for Murrumba, and the hon.
member for Maryborough, and the hon.
member for Burrum all standing up and
defending the merchants of Brisbane and
Queensland. I am not aware that they have
been attacked in any way. The only thing
I would like to say about the Southern

Board—I do not know what they have done
in the North—is that they do not appear to
have gone to the bedrock of this matter.
They have begun at the wrong end, in my
opinion. Thex should have commenced by
investigating the merchants’ books and find-
ing out the landed cost of goods prior to the
war, and seeing that they were not increasing
their prices for such goods. If for goods
purchased since they have had to pay lurrhol
freights and insurance, they would be Justl-
fied in adding a propmtmnute price for such
goods. That is a perfectly legitimate thing
to do, and nobody could object to it. In-
stead of doing that, however, the board
showed a kind of deference to those people,
and abstained- from interrogating them:
and, when they had some merchants before
them., they said they were not bound to
answer questions. . I suppose the chairman
of the board had in his mind the great sugar
kaiser of Australia, who declined to answer
guestions put to him by a Royal Commis-
sion some time ago, so that Mr. Watson
was following a good example. We want a
different class of board to that, and quite a
number of suggestions were thrown out from
this side.. Some hon. members on this side
suggested that we should have a man who
was in touch with the workers of Quecns-
Jand; others suggested that a sensible, pru-
dent, and wise woman would be better on
such a board than people who knew nothing
about the cost of -housekeaping. But the

M. Lennon.]
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Premier, ignoring all these valuable sugges-
tions, has appomtcd political boards in cvery
case,

The PREMIER: Eminently qualified !

Mr. LENNOXN: The hon. gentleman. hasdl
a splendid chance of letting The public see
that he was not a hide- bound Liberal, and
that he could rise above his 1)()ht1CJ.1 Pro-
clivities by appointing sowmeone of another
political colour than his own.. The hon.
member for Murrumba devotsd a good dea!
of attention to the Dbeef being sold by the
Redbank mestworks, The hon. member sayvs
that those works are selling brisket of becf
for 2d. a Ib Now, brisket is being sold by
the retailers for 44d. per lb. There is an
enormous rise.  But I would like to know
whether the hon. member, or the hon. memn-
ber who followed hiin in deseribing the
beauties of this brisket, would like to feed
upon it.  We know the reason why it ix not
permitted ‘to be exported to the old cous-

wy. I dlYL not. going to say- that it is no
fit for human consamwntion, if properly
treatod. hut at the same time I would not

care about having a bit of noduled beef
set before me for vreakfast to-morrow morn-
ing., It is &ll very well for thos» interested
in the matter to defend it, but I say that,
if it is-not fit for the people 10,000 miles
away, it is not fit for the people of Queens-
land.. It is not labouring the question too
much- to vay that, if this meat is good, it
ought to Le sold at a cheaper price. Well,
who is going to rcgulate it if the Govern-
ment will not step in and interfere with those
local butchers who want to buy it for 2d. per
. and-sell it for 44d.? If the Premier will

not . ask’ this hoard to prevent’ such extor-
tion. then this hoard ‘is ahsolutely useless,
bec it is appointed to deal with all the

raembers have
intsnded to

2 @ X cine homn.

centended ?hnt the Aer ix not
apply to wholesalers. That is utterly wrong
—it  does, It specifically mmm(n\ whole-
salers. The trouble is that the wholesalers
seem to enjov a sort of immunity. They
are too high and mighty to be approached.

nee

The Prewier: They have been approached.

Mr. LENNOXN: I know from' esperience
that the wholesaler’ ocenpies quite a different
soeial position to the ler.,” The man who
sells soap bv the box, rosene by the ease,
and suzar by the bsg iy quite a different
mortal from the man who snlls soap by the
bar and sugar by the pound. I have been both
a wholesaler and a retailer, and I know the
nice sceizl distinetions that ave drawn be-
tween the two classes. {Laughter.)) I do not
draw them. The hon. member for Murrumba
scems to think that merchants are bevond re-
proach—-that there’ ix no such thing as a
merchant  trving” to make profit out of any
particular difficulty or trouble. Such a thing
jes never been hoard of. 1 would not say
that the inorcha are any worse than other
people or that they try to- make exorbitant
profits out of the necessities of other people.
I would not advanes such an argument for
a moment, but I do say that the merchants
of Brisbane and other ,nts of Queensland
are not’ all “ Simon Puros or all “ Truthful
Jameses.”  Then. too, the hon. membor for
Burrum- expressed the utmest surprise at any-
body having the bare notion of attempting
to fix prices for anylhing. Why, it was only
1 fon” that the hoiw. member not only
himzelf most’ eloquently - and - em-
v i support - of - the fixing of the

[#Lr. Lennon.
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price of cane, but he issued a pamphlet, splen-
didly - prepared, - excellently © printed, and
widely ecirculated, advocating the absolute
necesslty, if the sugar industry of this State
was to be saved, of having boards to fix the
price .of cone.  The hon. member also re-
ferred to the desivableness of co-operation.
I think the hon, member for Wide Bay also
spoke aboul the desirableness of forming co-
operative stores, and he spoke about the
“masters of unions.” What he means by that
I kinow not, The unions have no masters at
x1l; In fact. ther do not like the term
“master’ ;- and in the Acts of Parliament
that we | we generally use -the word
e in place of “* master.”” The hon.
MEI made some reference to the Queens-
Im:d (u-operative Cash Store, - The hon.
member for Murilla also made a not very
coraplitnon reference to the same store:
these are not the only hon. members who
e made 1‘a~fu1m>(4<x to that store. I regret
v nave trotted this thing out on
for what purpose I cannot
» it iy a porfe legitimate
for the purpose of giving
goods ressonably Chedp in

liav

business, started
aucple uot onlv

price, hit goods that are, at the ),
the best quality. Ilany people may sell as
cheaply, but they caunot give the same good

quelity. -~ (Laughier.)  The Home Secretary
went out of his way last session to drag in

this Queensiand Co-cperative Cush Store.

~ The Hexe SrersTARY @ Why, your own share-
holders did it,- and they tackled vou.
‘NOXN : Because my shareholders

T.EN
< that is no_rewson w hv the hon.

(th an  opposite  should get “‘off  his

dlmwr' also. * The hon. gentleman takes a
delight I dragging in things of that sort:
but I think he w ent (1u1r0 bf\vond the bounds
of dec in’ yeferring to this storve as he

did.  Since the store has been attacked again
to-night, I think it is my right, as well as my
dutg. to defend it from the aspersions that
have been cast upon it to-night and previously
by the Home Sceretars:.  On page. 1854,
\olumo exv., of * Hansard,” for 1913, when
speaking cn the Elections Actz Ame ndment
Bill—and I do not know what the Co- opera-
tive Store had to do with that Bill—the hon.
gentleman said—

**They had an’ instance in that co-
operative concern which was so  ably
managed by the: hon. member for Her-
bert ’—

Let me say that the hon. member for Her-
bert does not manage the store. That shows
the ignorance .of the Home Sccretary.

The HoMr SecrETARY: You are one of the
sharcholders’ directors. If you have no.
management, perhaps that accounts for the
stato of the store.

Ir, LENNON : At thst time I was chair-
man of direstors of the store, but everybody
knows: that the chairman of dircctors of the
Queensland- National Bank,. for instance, is
not the general manager of the Queensland

National Bank. The hon. mem-
[7.30 pim. ] ber for” Townsville: will appre-

ciate: the distinction which I
draw. The hon. gentleman: is a director of
the Bank- of' North: Queensland,  but he

would not-like to be charged with- any of
the mistakes of ‘the gencral’ manager and
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held responsible in' this House. I want to

show the unfairness of the lome Secretary.

He went on to say— .
“who unfortunately was not there.
Here they had an example  of - the
tyranny of the Trades Hall.”

That has also been referred to by the hon.
member for Murilla—

* Once a man was there he must re-
main . there. He was followed to the
eourts, if he happened through sickness
to fail to meet the calls made on him.”

The Howe SECRETARY : Oh, yes; I remem-
ber vou caused bailiffs to be put into your
unfortunate shareholders’ houses.

Mr, LENNON: That is an absolute mis.
representation, and the hon. gentleman knows
it, and if he dees not kanow it he has no
right to make it in this House. I challenge
the hon. gentleman to make that statement
outside the IHouse, and I promise him that
he will get a writ the following morning.
The hon. gentleman also said—

““ Bailiffs were put into his houss and
his poor traps of furniture sold up.”

The ITOME SECRETARY :- Hear, hear!

. Mr.. LENNON: The hon. gentleman
justifies that, though 1t is absolutely falus.
Then the hon. genileman continues—

“He was not permitted to obtain a
livelihood. As he had alreads suid,
man’s inhumanity %o man was not more
greatly exemplified than il was in the
action of the unions, of which the poli-
tical Labour party were the representa-
tives, than in their action of enforcing
preference to unionists.”

All that was divested sgainst the Queensland
Co-operative (fash Store, but there was ab-
solutely no truth whatever in the hon. gentle-
man’s statement. For some purpose—I can-
not think what it was—merely to sling mud
at the unions and try to discredit this party—
the hon. gentleman criticised that store in
a most unjustifiable wav. Instead of the
Queensland. Co-operative Cash Store ever
bothering a man at his house with bailiffs,
they gave the Trades Hall coupons to the
value of £3,000. To their credit be it said,
they showed their confidence in the trades
unions which the hon. gentleman sncers at,
and the Trades Hall, and I challenge the
hon. gentleman to mention a single case in
connection with any industry in this State
when any trades union gave a coupon or an
undertaking which they failed to discharge.

The HoME SECRETARY:. Your shareholders
did not seem to have the same appreciation
of. you.

Mr. LENNON: Yet the hon. gentleman
comes into this House and sneeringly refors
to the (lo-operative Store when he was dis-
cussing the Tlections Bill, which had nothing
whatever to do with the question, for the
purpose. of merely making a little cheap
political capital out.of an opponent who hap-
pens to sit opposite to him. He glories in
it. I.do not know where he gets his opinions
from; I do not know whether they are made
in Australia or not.

The HoxE SECRETARY : I do not know where
yours are made, anyhow.

Mr. LENNON: Probably like :some of his,
over in Germany. Perhaps . some of his
opinions are made in Germany ; I cannot say.

1914-3 ¢
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The hon. member for Wide Bay spoke up for
the members of the Brisbane Ioard, and put
up a defence of Mr. Cheeseman, but not a
member of the House had named Mr. Cheese-
man. Mention had been made of Mr. Wat-
son, who was a mercantile broker, who
had made h:s money through the merchants,
and anyone who is in that position, like Mr.
Thorpe, of Townsville, had no right to be
on this board. Those arc the very men who
should be off the board-—the men who serve
the merchants. I do not say that the mer-
chants in Brishane are worse than they are
in Sydney, Melbourne, or Adelaide, yet wo
know that they are out for profit. We know
that every man who carrics on a large busi-
ness looks for profit, and when a bourd goes
to work and practically raises the price of
nearly every item of daily consumption above
its present price, when there is no need of
such action, there is a temptation offered
to the merchants, and if they are not all
men of the very highest virtue they will raise
their prices up to the limit fixed by ‘the
board.

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon, mem-
ber has exhausted the time allowed him by
the Standing Order.

Hox. R. PHILP (Townsville): I am sorry
the discussion has taken a party turn. I co
not think there should be any party feeling
in the question of prices at all. - From my
eoxperience-—and I have had some, but not
a great deal—it makeés no difference to a man
what his politics are =0 long as the prices
suit him.- It makes no difference to members
of a price board as to what their polities are
so long as they. are honest men. ' I do not
know manx on these boards.: I certainly
know the Northern Board; and I know Mr.
Watzon on the Southern Board. Mr. Watson
has perhaps had as much experience in buy-
ing and selling goods as any man in Queens-
land, and if he «oes not know the price of
go0ds nobody else does. He is not in busi-
ness now, but he was for a long time manag-
ing one of the keencst cutting grocery houses
in Queensland. I claim that a mercantile
broker is not dependent on the merchants for
his trade; it is the other way about. The
;ercantile broker is dependent on the re-
tailer for his business; he  buys for- the
retailer.

Mr. LeExxox: Yes; but the merchant who
has stock in various lines puts them in the
hands of the broker to find buyers for them.

Hox. R. PHILP: He is glad for anyone
to buy his stock, and the merchant is more
dependent on the broker than the broker is
on him.

Mr. HuNTER: You suggest that the mer-
chant depends on the broker?

Hon. R. PHILP: Yes, more than the
broker depends on the merchant. The broker
is an intermediary who is buying mostly for
retail houset, and he goes round to the
different merchants and buys where he can
get the cheapest goods. No:one can deny
that the members of the board in Townsville
are men of integrity. The board is composed
of Mr. Parkes, who was mayor at one time,
Mr. Swales, and ¥r. Thorpe. " At one time
Mr. Parkes was the returning officer in
Townsville, and the hon. member for Herbert
will admit that he was always fair and honest
in his dealings as such, and why should he
not be honcst now?

Mr. Lexvox: He has not the ‘knowledge.
“Hon. R Philp.]
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Hox. R. PHILP: T take it that he will be
chairman of the board.

Mr. FoLEY: No; the mayor is chairman.

Hox. R. PHILP: Well, the mayor repre-
sents the townspeople. Who is more fitted
than the mayor of a town to say what shall
be charged the people for their goods? If
the mayor does not know, I think you will
find that the maycress knows, and it does not
take a man long to find out; he can go down
the town for a day and find out all about it.
Mr. Parkes is a business man, and he will
weigh the opinions of the mayor and Mer.
Thorpe, and between the two he will come
to a fair decision. No matter what Mr.
Parkes’s politieal opinions may be, he docs
most of his business with the working classes
of Townsville, selling them allotments, and if
he has any leaning,one way I think it would
be towards them.

 Mr. Lexxox: He does not get his commis-
sion from them; he gets it from the other
side.

Hox. R. PHILP: Mr. Parkes is a very
keen business man, one of the keenest busi-
ness men in Townsville, and it will not take
him a week or a day to find out the whole-
sale and retail prices of commodities. Mr.
Thorpe is a commission agent, and Is more
dependent on the custom of the retailer than
on that of the wholesale man; he knows the
values of goods wholesale and retail; and
I think you will find that he can be trusted
to fix fair prices just as much as any member
of any board in Queensland. A retail grocer
can buy his stock anywhere; if he does not
get goods at prices which satisfy him in
Townsville, he can go to Brisbane, Sydney,
or Melbourne. I take it that if anyone at-
tempts to corner goods in the wholesale
trade, the board will {ind out and take the
necessary action to prevent it. There is no
doubt that imported goods are costing more
now than they were before the war, but
there is not much difference in the price of
most of the goods made in Awustralia.

Mr. Lexwox: It is stated that in Towns-
ville the prices have been raised from 10 to
12 per cent.

The PREMIER:
goods.

Mr. LEnxox: Yes.

Hox. R. PHILP: Goods made in Aus-
tralia have not gone up in price, and there
is no reason why the retail prices should be
increased, if the malkers of the goods have
not raised their prices. It is a pity that
the name of the Colonial Sugar Refining Co.
should have been brought into this debate,
because they are doing a very fair thing by
consumers. The sugar I use costs about £20
15s. per ton. The price of that sugar in
London to-day is £30 per ton, and if the
Colonial Sugar Refining Co. had put their
price up to £30 per ton in Australia, you
could not import sugar any cheaper. I be-
lieve the canegrowers are very much annoyed
that they are not getting morc than they
are, but, however that may be, the Colonial
Sugar Refining Company are not taking ad-
vantage of the situation as most people would
do, in view of the big price outside, to raise
their priees. If there are any people charg-
ing high prices, why do not those who com-
plain start co-operative stores? Why do not
members opposite do it?

My, LexwxoN: You try it

[Hon. R. Philp.
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Hox. R. PHILP: I am satisfied, and do
not need to try it. The hon. member for
Herbert made the statement that all trade
unions paid their debts. Does the hon, mein-
ber remember a little store at Hughenden
once ?

Mr. Lzxvox: Yes, I remember that store.

Hox. R. PHILP: Does the hon. member
remember how much it paid?

Mr, Lexxox: I ought to know.

Hox. R. PHILP: The hon. member said
trade unionists always paid their debts.

Mr. Lexxox: What about all the white-
washed banks?

Hox. R. PHILP: I think all the banks
are paying their way pretty well now. But
the hon. member boasted that trade unionists
alwsys paid their debts, and that is my
veason for referring to that incident.

My, Lexyox : I said that when trade unions
gave an undertaking, they did not fail to
discharge it.

Hox. R. PHILP : The hon. member knows
that there are any number of trade unionists
who do not pay their debts, just as there
are other people who do not pay their debts.

Mr. LExyox: Yes.

Mr. Gitpay: The hon. member for IHer-
bert spoke of an organisation.

Hox. R. PHILP: Well, was that not an
organisation at Hughenden? It was a co-
operative trade union store. I should not
have referred to this matter were it not for
the assertion made by the hon. member for
Herbert.

Mr. Lexyox: And I stand by it.

Hox. R. PHILP: The hon. member for
Ithaca told us that the retail butchers in
Brisbane ave charging £3 14s. per head more
for beef now than theyv did two years ago.
I can prove in two minutes that cattle cosb
them more now than they did two ycars ago.

My, Hvxuay: How much more?

Hox. R. PHILP: I will tell you, but be-
fore doing so, let me say that sometimes re-
tailers buy their cattle cheaper than meat
companies do. In 1912 meat cost 19s. 6d. per
cwt.,, and the same quality of meat to-day
costs 32s. per cwb.

My, HvuxmaM: The pastoralists must be
having a good time.

Hox. R. PHILP: Some of them arc hav-
ing a very good time., Last year ieat cost
21s. per cwt., as against 32s, per cwt. this
vear, and cattle are costing butchers £3 10s.
per head more now than they did two years
ago, and by-products were worth 30 per cent.
more two vears ago than they are to-day.
Again I say, if anybody is dissatisfied with
the price of meat, why do they not start a
co-operative butcher’s shop. The hon. mem-
ber for Ithaca has been a butcher, and he
can go into the yards and buy cattle and
slaughter them.

Mr. HuxHam: We have not the capital.

IIox. R. PHILP : Capital is nothing at all
to hon. members opposite; they are always
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boasting in this House that they own the
-capital and produce all wealth. Why do
they not use some of it in the wav I have
suggeited?  The best beef put throuzh the
Redbank Mestworks is not sold in Queens-
tand, but is shipped home. The stulf they
«ell here is 1ot their best, and what is more,
they do not deliver it, but get the cash at
the works, What meat they cannot export
they =ell here; I do not say'it is bad, but I
say 1t 1z not of as good quality as you get
from the bLutcher. They arve nof retail
butchers at all. They only sell it here be-
cause they cannot export it. and that is
why they can sell it cheap. What I would
recommend to anybody who is digstisfied
with the present prices is to start something
on their own. The hon. member for Iler
bert will tell you that there is not much in
groceries, wholesale or retail, but. to my
mind, the people who have made the most
ont of groceries are the retailers. Competi-
tion between the wholesalers is so keen that
there 1s very little in if.

Mr. HuxteR: There is less than in the
retail

Hox. R. PHILP: That is what a retailer

have seen retailors, myself, amass
means and retive. My old colleague, the
hon. membor for Mundingburra, tells me
that his friend has retired. He was a retailor
for twenty yesrs, and 1 suppose he has re-
tired with means and has done very well
out of it. .

sayH.

Mr. Forey: He was saving moruey.

JHox. R. PHILP: All the more credit to
Lim. It is the same with the rotail grocer
or draper. And as to this class distinction
between the wholesaler and retailer, I hava
beml.both, but it certainly never made a bit
of difference to me whether I was behind
the counter or where I was. I take it a man
15 8 man whether he sells rotail or whole-
sale. and it is a Dity that the hon. member
for Herbert should make the distinction.

Mr. 1LeyNOX: You were in society and I
was not.

Hox. R. PHILP: He was a leading mem-
ber of scciety and I never was. (Loud
laughter.) This Act was passed to help the
working classes by seeing that no unserupu-
lous storekeeper or merchant advanced his
goods, and if it fails we must trv to alter
it, but up to the present time, so far as I
know, there has been no great noed of it,
I only want a little sugar, a little clean
sugar. I lead the simple life. I have por-
ridge for my breakfast in the morning, and
nothing else, and T think it would be a good
thing for the people if they took more of
that and less meat. I think that we should
all lead the simple life for o counle of voars
now. It would be a splendid thing, because
for some time past everybody has been too
extravagant. Look at the enormous amount
spent in paonos and motor-cars! It would
very likely feed a million troops for s year.

Mr. THEODORE: 8s. a day do not buy
motor-cars,

Hox. R, PHILP: There is nobody in
Quecnsland working for 8s. a day now. A
any rate, all classes, both rich and poor,
have been far too extravagant. Look at the
picture shows every night. You see, night
after night, women with children in their
arms, going to these shows, and the same
applies to all amusements—racing, and every-
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thing else.  Why, at one of the races the
other day, no less than £18,000 went throagh
the totalisator.

Mr. Tueopore: Taken out of the working
man’s pocket.

Hox. R. PHILP: I will tell vou a story
about the working mun. When 1 was pre
dent of the meat company, I knew a man
who was very steady. I met him later on
and asked him how he was getting along.
He said, *“ One time we used to put ten bob
orn & horse, mow we put £5.” 1 was very
sorty to hear it, because they have been
having good times lately. I hope that these
bud times will make us more economical. I
know that the bad times before put many a
man on his mettle, and he came out of them
a Lbetter man than he was before, At all
events, thiv Bill was passed to help the
working man, to try to relieve the wage-
earney who was getting goods from retail
shops.

Mr. THEODORE:
made a farce of it.

Hox. R, PHILP: I do not know all the
mern on the boards, but all the men I do
know are strictly honourable men; men
who can be trusted by hoth sides. (Iear,
heer!) I do not knsw what the hon. mem-
ber’s occupation was. whether he ever sold
goods, but I can tell him that the store-
keepers do not often get the best of it,
especially on a. goldfield or a tinfield, and
they are rmore to be pitied than to be
blamed.

The SPEAKER: Ovder! The hon. mem-
ber has oceupied the time allowed to him' by
the Stsnding Order.

Mr. BERTRAM (Maree): Hon. members
on the other side of the House who are mer-
chants bave indignantly repudiated the charge
that has been made by members on this side
that wholesale prices have been raised; but
it is a remarkable fact that no attempt has
been made to refute the statement that
appeared in the “ Daily Standard” some
days ago. I have in my hand a letter, re-
ceived from a retailer in this city, showing
that wholesale prices have advanced, and it
is a surprising thing that ncither the hon:
member for Maryborough nor the hon. mem-
ber for Murrumbsz, who so indignantly repu-
diated the suggestion that the prices had been
raised, did not reply to those statements.

The PreMizr: Will you mention the lines?

Mr. BERTRAM : Ye:. I made inguiries
from a somewhat prominent retailer in the
city regardiy holesale prices, and he sup-
plied me with ., which I propose to read,
showing the prices before the war and the
prices after the war began, and I want to say
bere that these advances were made, not on
goods imported since the war begen, but on
goods that were in stock in the merchant’s
warehouse. I will read them. The mer-
chant’s prien for flour before the war was
£8 1855 it mow 13 £10 10= per ton. Cream
of tartar was 104d. per Ib. before the war,
and now is 2s. 3d. Fine salt was st £3 15s.
por ton, and now is at £4 15s. Holbrook’s
ssuce was 8s. Tid. per dozen, and now - is
10s. TLd.

The Premirr: They have not been deali
with. In any case, we can do without thas.

Mr. BERTRAM: I know very well that a
number of these lines are imported lines, but
I say that, owing to the fact that they were

M. Bertra,mi] :

The Government have
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imported before the war, the merchants are
not “justified in making these advances
proceed, Morton's pickles were 10s. 6d. per
dozen, and now are 125 Van Houten's Ga
was 3a 1d., now it is 4s.  Morton's 5-0z. castor
oil, -price before the war, 4s, 6d. per dozen,
now ba. 9d. per dozen; Morton's
[8 pan] b-oz olive oil, price before the
war, bs, 6d. per dozen, now 6s. 6d.
arbide, price before the war,
145, 9d. per cwt., now £1 10s. per ewt; all
kinds of tinwed fish, which are largely used
by the working eli v, have advanced 1s. per
dozen; and kerosene has advanced from 8s.
per case to 8i 8d. per case.
The Pri @:. Not yet dealt with,

Mr. BERTRAM : Wax vestas, price before

the war, 3= Tid., now 4z 6d. The writer of
this letter conddudes by saying—
You will see by these few prices thas
the merchant and not the retailer who
ponsible for the rise, and who is
taking every possible advant The fow
lines guoted are just po wlar  lHnes
picked out, but not all, by any means.”

per dozen;

T contend, with the hon. member for Herbert,
that this beard has begun at the wrong end,
and instead of dealing with the retailer they
should hzve dealt with the wholssaler first.

The PreMIER: We wanted to protect the
wonsumer quickly.

Mr. BERTRAM : In almost every instance
it is the wholesaler who is responsible for the
advance in price.  Speaking generally, my
experience is that the retailer does not e
orticnats prices; and one of the first duties

of the board was to have dealt with the
matiers I bave referred to.
The Prexicr: The common necessgries of

life have hoen dealt with first.

Mr. BERTRAM : We know that tinned fish
is© a common nccessary of life.  There 1is
scarcely a° family that doces not use tinned
fish two or three times a week. This besrd
would have Loen doing better work had they
dealt with the merchants instsad of dealing
with ‘the retailer. © Had the Preinier been
anxious to appoint an absolutely impartial
hoar:d, he would have refrained from appoint-
ing, on his own admission, a strong political
supporter of his own. With other members
who have spoken on this side of the House,
I think the chairman of the board should not
have been appointed, for the reason that he
is getting his livelihood from .the mevchaats.
That fact cannot be gainsaid. Mr. Watson
is a broker who. T suppose, would hesitate to
do anything that is going to hurt the feclings
of the merchants.

The DProMier: You mean Mr., - Watson

would not: he is a man of integrity, which
vou may not be,

Mr. BERTRAM: I claim to be a man of
as great integrity as the friend of the Pre-
mier.

The PREMIER: You cannot impugn his in-
tegrity, anyhow.

Mr. BERTRAM : I am not impugning his
integrity, but I say had the Premier been
anxious to. appoint  an impartial board he
would have refrained from making that
appointment.

The PREMIER: Not at all; he is the best
man.

[ Bertram.
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Mr. BERTRAM : 1t has been said that the
merchants do not compel the retailers to-
charge a cortain price. The hon. member
for Murruinba indignantly repudiated the
charge that merchants sometimes compelled
the retailer to charge a certain price, but he
must. know that in certain cuwe the retailer
dare not sell at less than a certain price.

Mr. ForsyTi: Do you =ay the wholesale
merchaut forces them to charge a certain
price?

Mr, BERTRAM: Will the hon. member
say that the Oriental Tea Company do not
compel the retailer to get 1s. 6d. per lb, for:
their tea?

Mr. Fomsyru: I say it is a proprietary
line, which is a different thing altogether
from geaeral grocory lines.

Mr. BERTRAM : There arc a number of
other lines, and we know that in many cases
the retailer is compelled to charge the prise
dictated by the merchant.

Mr. Lsxyox: The same with the price of
tobacco.

Mr. BERTRAM: Yes, the same with
tobacco and a number of other liaes. Re

much has been said during this debate that
1 ¢o not propese to occupy much more time:
I lope something will be done to see that
prices are not fixed at an wnduly high rate.
To my mind, the fixing of prices at a higher
rate then those obtaining at present is an
intimaticn to the retsiler to advance prices,
and it will be taken as such. Somecthing
should be <one in the near future to compel
thiz hoard to deal with the wholesaler, and
net to pay so much attention to the retailer.
I think, with the deputy leader of the Oppo-
sition. that the board has shown a weakness
The chairman of the board, when asking a
quesiion, heas prefaced his question by almost
making an apology. I understand that this
hoard has plenary powers, ‘and why «lid not
the chairman of the board compel some of
those witnesses to reply to the questions in-
wond of evading them?

Mr. Tueopore: He did not swear them.

Mr. BERTRAM : I understand no witness
has been sworn, and had *the chairman done
v he would have compelled some of
the prominent witnesses who have been before
him to reply to the questions that were
asked.

Mr. HUNTER (Marenoa): The Premier,
in veplying to the question raised by the
leadesr of the Opposition, said that the test of
qualification of the hoard was the result that
had been issued. Well, if we take the result;
then we can find no qualification whatever.
What iz the result? As we find i+ to-day
published in the Press, there has been a
maximum priee fixed on a few of the
nepsssities  of life. I do not propose to
indulge in any warmth on this matter. My
cpinton is that unnccessary warmth has been
imported into the discussion. The object of
the leader of the Opposition in introducing
this matter was to clicit information, because,
according to the information received up to
this stage, it i§ clear that the beard is not
going about this business ax the House wished
it to go. There was no intention when the
Act was passed that the board should deal
only with the retail storekeepers, but also
with  the merchants and manufacturers, and
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more espesially with the manufzcturers, be:
canse the manufacturers have a large y in
what the ])1‘1(,(‘\ shall be, and it is no use the
Lion. member for \Iurrumbq saying fhdt the
.prml( 18 are not compelled in some degree to
uv”go cevtain prices. In m any s their
supplics would ba cut olf if they dared to
soll vider a certain pru e The "hen, mem-
ber for Warwick knows that very well,

Mr. G. P. Birx A very exceptional
‘thing.
Mr. HUNTER: With cvery proprictary

line ia the market.
The PEEMIER :
t with?
Mr. HY\'TER I hold that all linex should
be dealt with as guickls as possible, As it is,
the most important foodstufls ha ave not been

Have proprictars lines heen

dealt with vet. A common and necessarv
l\uu:' nold 1 ssity—flour—has  not  been
touched yet.  In Quesnsland floar has goene
up in i nee the war, and in other o5

it has been reduced,

The PrEMIER: What is the nrica
in New South Wales, South Aus
Victoria ?

Mr. HUNTER: I kuow
e down 10s, per mn in ¥
The Pzzmizr: It has since been inercased
in Western Australia.

Mr. HIUNTER
take the hon
that it has sine

of flour
Lealia, and

ince the war it
fern Sustralia,

I szm quite prepared to
mtleman’s word, if he says
been incressod there: but
even thea it 1 only gone to thn price it
was when the war breke out, where
(‘noeusldnd flour has been increassd b
to £% Bs. per ton. )

M G P BarxEs: What is the price in
Western Australia ?
Mr. HUNTER: T am not in a position to

say

Mr. Moraax: What is the price in Roma?
| Mr. HUNTER: I will deal with Roma-
m oy own time,  What was the object of

passing  this leg ion?  Was it net to
have vower to deal v ﬂl th'. question of in-
creased prices? There is in human rature,
_]udq among retailers as among wholesalers, a
desire to get as much as they ¢ parti-
cularly if there is anyone wanfing to shecu-
late on the stuff they sell, and t}iP ¥e -
fecl, if thers is to be snec:

that they have as
on it as anvone

; ort,
much right to spoculat
. e.  The boards were ap-
pointed under the authority of this Houso
and were given plenary powers to prevent the
whelesalers and retailers from : speculating 1n
foodutufts, whether lically manufactured or
imported.  The idea was to prevent anyone
holding stocks and making a Py (ht out of
the stress that we are lmelv to pass through.
What has happened?  As shown br the homn.
ﬂwr for “Maree, first of all the wholesala

up pri by 121 to 15 per cent.
they held. That was not a
If the board had done

‘tO(

on {ho
fair thing to do.
what they were appointed to do, they should
have inquired into the whole of that matter,
“They should have had sworn evidenes and

the production of documents, and ti
have ordered that the prices be re
there was an ineress

was  declared,
ineren i
higher

sheuld
need if
e in the pries aiter war
_excent when there was an
the landing charges, such as

hts sznd Ll,)h(\r ingursnce and
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other matters of that deseription. Unless
they could show that the landing cost was in-
cressed there should be no increase in the
selling price fer either retailers or whole-
salers. That 1s the attitude [ take up in
regard to this matter. The hon. member for
Murrumba told us that the wholesale houses

been waited on.. The board was not
asked to wait on the wholesale houses. They
were asked to deal with the question of
prices, and, if ther wanted the wholesale
merchants, thev should have summoned them
to appear before them and sworn them to
give their evidence. They should have com-
pelled them to submit their papers, docu-
ments, invoices, insurance bills, and every-
thing else, and let the board sce that the
prices they charged wore the prices that
they charged before the war. The board
has not entered into the spirit which ani-
mated the House when it passed this legisla-
tion. 1 do not want to make political
capital out of this. I only want io see
that the people are not charged more for

their supplics than they paid before.. Whether
a man is a retailer, or a wholesaler, or

whether he is a Brisbane or a_ Westernu
Queensland merchant, where ¢xcessive prices
are charged they must be  dealt with. T
should like to seo the bosrd deal with the
whole let of them. and use the power
which is ziven to them by the Act. The
hon. member for Murrumba stated that
: to take into consideration certain

} had been imposad. We know
that t-w ozt is not the same for landing
oo ads in different shipments, even although
1 cost is the same. There is always

& margin w hx( h iz allowed by storckeepers
to m alm up for extra incidentals of that des-
y\o do not want the bhoard to go
ws finely #s that, All we ask
them to do is to des] fairly bobtween the
merchant amd  the consumer, and to fill
the "position ss representatives of the board
somewhat in the wav that this House in-
tended they should do when we passed the
Act. We are told that the Colonial SBugar
Rnﬁmnrr (,ompanv 10(111(*ed their price of
sugar instead of increasing it. - We know that
the Colon Sugsr Refining Company re-
duced the price of sugar twice betweon tho
1st and 7Tth of July. That was before the
war. The probabilities are that it would
not have been reduced if they had known,
T inquired of the manager of the Colonial
Sugar Refining Company and got that infor-
mation to- (1d.V. as I did not know .anvthing
about the price of sugar, and I did not
know the price for the last three or four
vears as a matter of faect. T got the infor-

matior from him in view of what was
coming up in the Flouse to-day. I know
it i3 a eommon practice for flourmillers to

reduce the price of flour. and I suppose the
sugar companies do the samo at certain
times in the vear. When a big eron is about
to be heveo the f,om*zmHm\ and the
sugar companies drop the price, and immedi-
ately there is a corresponding drop in the
price of the raw material.. In reducing the
price of sugar, the sugar company would
loge o few hundred pounds in the price of
the refined sugar, but they would gain some
thovsands of pounds in the awount they
have to pay for the rew article. That is
flovrmillors, and I am not sue-
r that the sugar companics do
same.  The Premier to think that
ioca: these beards ave caneble of finding
out the prices of goods, everything is all

Mr. Hunter.]

I E
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right. That is not the only qualilication
ihat the members of the board should hold.
It is neeessary that the members of the
boards should be possessed of other qualifica-
tions besides. What is required of them is
a better sense of justice and falrplay and a
desire to carry out the 1ntenhon of Parlia-
ment, which was responsible for their exist-
ence. The boald in the South docs not secem
possessed of these quelifications. 1 do not zay
for one moment that Mr., Watson does not
know as accurately and as minutely the prices
of various articles of commerce in Brisbane
as any other man here. But I do think thst

the Hon. the Premier. if he had boeen dosuow

of appointing an independent board who
would have considered all the cirex ances.

that he would not have selected any political
friends whatever. I should have thought
that he would have gone out and obtained
men of independent character, who would
be posscssed of sufficient ablhtv to be able
to trace from its source of manufacture and
the despateh of gnods to the very deor of the
merchant’s .stove, and then be able to say
what is the right price to charge. I do
not say that any merchant should be asked
to sl for less than what he has done
hitherto. T say that the object of pawsiing
the Act was to fix a fair price, but not
a maximum brice over and above the
prices charged to-daw, especially as they
have already Dbeen advanced on account of
the war. The proper thing to do would be
to order that the wholesale prices of goods
in stock be not inercasved above what they
were before the war, and that redail prices
be based on what they were before the war
commenced, with a percentage added for the
Westorn districts to cover the cost of ITuyving

down stocks, The hon. member for ’\Iu‘"l]]d
and the hon. member for Burrum were good
enough to ask if I endorred the statoment
with regard to thv prices char for su :
the West, T want to be frank with the
Hoense aod with those hon. members, though
I think their object in asking if T endorsed
the statzment was really based on paliry
nersonal sonsiderstions. I quite igunore that,
however. and will give the hon. members
a bit of information. Tf thev want to know
the price of goods in the West, T sm pre-
pared to give them the address of my firm,
the name of my manager, and alss to supply
them with a letter to accompany their
quest to be sunplied with a price list for
all classos of }’I("E(].N in the Wt I am not
afraid of what thev are doing. If they are
doing wrong, the first man to be fold of it
would ke myself. T was in Roma Inst week,
but nobody made any compleint to me on the
subject, and I did not even know until to-
night what was the price of sugar in Roma.

Mr. MorGAX: The price of sugar was got
from your firm in Roma.

Mr. HUNTER :

I know the hon. member
has got, or has handed to some other hon.
member, an invoice from mzr firm. I know
one or two things that are happenln(r Some
friend in the House was good cnough to tell

me about it. Fowever, the hon. member
can get_more than an invoice. He can get
a_complete price list, if it is any good to

him: hut I can assure the House that I did
not know the price of sugar in Roma until
to-night, and, if T had heen asked the priee
at any time during the last siz months, T
could not have told it. T given up my
time entircly to politi and 1 have men
whom I trust and who know what I wish

[Mr. Hunter.
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done, and, until they prove unworthy of’
that trust, I have no reason to doubt them.

Mr. Morgas: Do you know the profits?

Mr. HHUNTER : I know the profits once a
vear, and that is the time that I review
matters,  If ther are not what I expect, 1
speals about it, but I only deal “lth returns
and reports, not details. “The price of sugar
in the West, as given by the hon. members
for Murilla and Burrum, corresponds with
the price in Brisbaue. The cost of laying
down sugar in Roma from Brisbane by ra,ll .
is £4 125 6d. a ton, and cartage is another
2s. 6d. a ton-—or a total of £4 18 Now,
the difference in the price of sugar be-
tween Brisbane and Roma is o\m(,tlw id. a
1h. That amounts to £1 13s. 4d. pur ton, sc
that really we are underzelling the Brisbane
grocers by 1s. 8d. per ton. I do not think it is
fair to expect a country storekeeper fo sell
on the same level as the storckeepers in the

and give the long terins country storve-
wers  are forced to do.  That i the
tion =2 far as the Wastern  store-
acr is concerned. I think it would be a
good thmn if the Government asked thix
Dhoard to s#nd in a 1‘(’})0113 as to their find-
ings with regard to wholesale prices, and also
if they sy Sded the board up with regard
to fixing ‘the prices of other foodstuffs, I
Delieve this debate will do a great deal of
good. Probubly, it will direct “the attention
of the board to the statements that have been
made here, and induce them to inquire more
closely from the Premier what their fanc-
tions are, snd what Parliament really desires
of them. To my mind, up to the present,
the 1)(\:/1 ‘d is a farce. I do not think they
should harass the storekeepers, who are just
as mmh entitled to fair slay as anybody clse
at this thne. As I %lld when the Bill was
goingy thlmwh this Chamber, I believe the
mEcives : wpousible
or 1ereased prices by 1‘uehu to got
larger quantities than they 1"0(111110 and_
prevent them buving larger quantitics. prices
have heen raiod, and, c01<»nquonﬂv thev do
not buy. I believe the remedy lies not ‘only
i astrieting the prices charged, but the
that should be sold. The one is
importast &y the other. T rather
t that hon. members oppcsite have im.
norted such warmth into the dsbate. T be-
lieve that the leadcr of the Opposition, in
moving the adjournment of the House, de-
sired to draw attention to what is happening
with wzz“‘l to this hoard, and to point out
that i is not fulfilling the purpose for which
it was appointed: and, if the Hous in its
wisdom comes to that conclusion on the evi-
cuce pdduced—and I do not see how it
c=n come to anv other conclusion—then good’
muré cnsne. No good can come from ro-
criminatinns such as have been going on with
regard fo parfv interests, Thix thing is too
big for partv. We have foo gu\a* Te-
spongibilities resting on us at the present
tima to allow nalh considerations to influ-
ence our decision.  As time goes on there

are people who will find it almost impossible
to

ot cnough to live upon, and it is to pre-
arve what have ut a reasonable price
that we have appointed these boards.

Mr. Trovr: You are assisting to keep
them out of work. .

Ir. HUNTER: Probably I have dor
T h to find them work as the hon. member.
T am doing my share in finding employment
for people, and T certainly desire to see thix
board living up to the obligations whicle
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Parliament has laid upon it; and if it does
that, I feel sure it will deal at once with
flour, bread, meat, and all other necessaries
of life. If this debate has the effect of draw-
ing the attention of the board to that, it
will have done a great deal of good.

Mr. HAMILTON (Gregory): No doubt
many of the speakers on the other side have
attempted to make a lot of political capital
out of the fact that the leader of the Opposi-
tion has introduced this motion. It is quite
evident, from the tone of the dcbate, that if
the hon gentleman had not drawn attention
to the increaze in the prices of commodities
by this board, members on the other side
would not have done so. It was quite ap-
parent when the Bill was going through that
there was a good deal of hostility on the
part of hon. members on the other side who
are in business to any attempt being made
to control prices. But we were onlv doing
what has been done in all the other States,
and what has since been done in the old
country. Because of something said by the
deputy leader of the Opposition, hon. mem-
bers opposite have tried to make out that
members on this side were reflecting on cer-
tain storekeepers and others. I do not say
that the storckeepers in Queensland are more
dishonest than the storekeepers in other
parts of the world, but we know very well
that, no matter what legislation we pass,
unless the administration 13 sympathetic that
legislation is not going to be effoctive. We
cannot say that the administration of this
Act has been effective, so far as the actions
of the boards are concerned. I do not know
the rveasons for the appointment of these
gentlemen. I do not know one of those swwho
havo been appeinted: but I do know that,
ad of brummrr prices down, thev have
fixed the prices “of certain necessaries of life
higher than they are abt the present time.
That is not what the board was appointed
for. Two or three of the principal neces-
saries of life have not been touched yet by
the board, and., judging by the manner in
which they are calling witnesses and taking
evidence, another thres years will very likely
be over bhefore they come to any deecision con-
cerning some of the necessaries of life. I
take it thut mest and flour are the principal
neceszaries of life.

G. P. Barxes: What is regulating the
price of flour to-day?

1

AvA !'

Mr. HAMIL

ON: e koard is "{‘})(:ill‘red

to ertain v nrice
for {flour. We 1 willers
the very Go-

war was
[8.Z20 p.m.] clared put o of flour up

by £Z or £2 10s., and it had to
come down sgain. The peop le we have to

consider are the unfor unate people, where
perhaps the bread-winwer iz ous of enmlo"
ment, sn:d not the storskeeper or the ‘hole-
sale myn. The wiembers are pretty highly
paid, I and all thex can do is to
fix prices ab wheat thov are at the present

time. From “h b we can see of this board,
there 1s going to be very little satisfzetion
got from them. A go0d deal of opposition has

3 AW by hon. members opposite
@ 1in any wayv.  Ther belicve
when it is s cuestion of
providing moeney to ¢ et pub-
that are going to bring more grist to
ﬂlnlv mill, but when it is a question of the
State stepning in to H!ld"lf ke anvthing in
the interests of the groat bulk of the pﬂo‘)lo
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they are always opposed to it. I see fron:
some of the country papers that away out
in some of the far Western districts meat is
put up, and they are paying twice as muchs
as what people have to par in Brisbane.
In some of the Western districts, where the
beef is grown, the people are paying 6d. and
&d. per lb. for meat which people get for 4d.
per lb. in Brisbane. If you take up the news-
papers you find that the butchers are going
to raise the price of meat. I think it is
neevssary for the members of these boards
to get a move on. If the members of the
board are going to conduct their inquiries
by asking s butcher, as they did, if he was
likely to be sent to Duna\ ich unleis they
allowed him to reiss the price of moit, that
iz not the way to conduct an ilunquiry. 1
think the hardworking people in the State
will be pleased that the leader of the Op-
perition has brought this motion forward thh
afternoon. Can you wonder at the wor
recording their votes in the manner they dld
last Baturday? They are commencing to
find out who veally do lecok aftes their in-
terests, We know that hon. members op-
posite during the last election campaign tried
to impress on the workers that they were
the only friends they had got; but when
they have an opportunity of giving practi-
eal assistance to the workers, as they have
here, by eontrolling the rapacity of those
ho are taking advantege of the times, and
who are ".nlmp: to prey on the workers by
raising the price of commodities, those hon.
mombers show very little svwmpathy., It is
quite easy to see that the sympathies of those
who have spoken on the other side this
afternoon are more with the wholesale mer-

chant and retailer than with the unfortu.
nate consumer.

Moreix:. Noj; they are against the
misstatements,

fr, ITAMILTON: ements  are

The
true. The hon. member @ s that
the board has raised the price of necossaries
because wvou can buy chewper in Brishane
then the priess fised by the board.

’\71‘ :
union tick
fied. Tujt is’

if ﬂm bosril had a lsbour
be pesfectly sabis-
isazgree with thom.

HonGs

Hir. HAXMILT 0\ No; beeause ther are
making such « szh " of the undsrtsking.
They cannot get away frozy‘ their pohtlndl
bias. Hon menbers opposite made & grea

cry when Mr ¢ R\I?nd was s]:pointed
by the (ommon our {(Fovernment

to a_ position in the Novthern Territory,
but thers is not a w ord said this afternoon
when the chsirman of a politizal eccinmittee
ix eppointed sy chairman of this board. It
is quite evident that the menibers have been
ajsp >m+o<1 for political rearons, "The Pre-

that he did not konow what

s were, and then he had ‘o ad-

s that oue of
on his clection coramitt
failure, and, 111“ a grea
1, it merely gives &linisters an eppor-
of shieldine themseolves behina the
The Government should get rid of
rd an*l appoint one which will not
Judging the way in which

these gentiemen
s The board
nany other

e

board.
the b

they

ing their inguiries, the war
will be over re they have come to a de-
cisien. Al the Premier could v about

the lines which have been raised was that
thevy are imported lines; but thev have no
right to raise the cost of imported lines. They

Mr. Hamalton.]
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had the stocks in before war was declared,
and have not paid high prices for them, and
what right has the board to allow dealers
&0 put on these high prices? The motion
‘has done a lot of r,\md and will enable the
people to sce who their friends really arc.

My, ADAMSON  (Rockhawmpton): Per-
sonally, I would rather not have risen to
speak in this debate, because there has been
50 much said, but I think it is right that a
member of the Uentral distriet should voice
some of his feelings with regard to the
matter. When the Bill was before us, in the
sevond-reading etage, I said the most inv
portant, Thmg “about it was the kind of boards
which would be formed. I held then, and I
hold now, that the boards should be as repre-
\(n‘ratln as possible, e«nd if that idea had
been carricsl out we might not have had this
discussion to-night, because there would have
Leen more confidence in the boards. So far
as the Central Board is concerned, I have
nothing to say about the members, As far
as I know them, and I know two of them
well, they are very decent men. They have

met once, but they have done their
i very well thus far, and if the board in
Brisbane lhad commenced like the Central
Board, and dv]lt with wholesalers rather
thas with retailers, we might not have had this
discussion. The Clentral Board hes found
that the cause of some things going up in
price has been ths fact that the wholesale
merchants have increased the prices in a

v which, to my mind. sesing the stocks
had in hand, was altogether unjustifi-
able. " For instance, we find that one whole:
i‘ch* iierchant has inereased the price of

Wan Ilouten’s cocoa 1id. per 1b. That seems
‘l’o be ressonable when you compare it with
other wholesale merchants. T may say that
one . wholes }c mm has raised the price of

Heuter's cceca from 2d. to & per 1b.,
which wicans fhat the retailers have to ad-
vance the price 1o the consumer.  Then, the
hon. m for Warwick asked “hdt w

the cause of flour going up in price. A
to the evidence of once firm, it
farmers are withholding their wheat
I want to read a statement from the Rock-
hampton ** Bulletin,” of 8th Repiember
“Flour had advenced about £1 15s.
a ton; the cause was the inability of
the millers to get wheat. The farmeors
were withhkolding ‘rheu wheat for higher
prices, and there was a prosport of the
export of wheat.”

Thl% guotation s taken from the ovidence
given by Nathan George Wetherell, salesman
for the New Zcaland Loan and Mercantile
Agency Company, at Rockhampton, If that
is true, then the farmers - are endeavouring to
oxploit the consumer; and the hon. member
for Murilla, who is a great friend of the
farmer, ought to re: 1eml or that som(“nnm
the fermers exploit the consuiners as woll a

the middleman. The matter of dealing ‘u*h
prices und the cost of living I hroughs un
i this House two vears ago, and I th()u'“ht
then that some inguiry would be made into
the matter. I am quite convinced that the
leader of the Opposition and the deputy
leader of the Opposition have done good
sorvice In bringing forward this motion this
afterncen, - ard speaking in the wav they
have done. We are accused of want ing to
make polit capital out of the mattsr

say that the whole of the argument from that
standpomt has been brought on hy membors
opposiie, and that we on this side are simply

[Mr. Hamilten.
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performing a duty which I said in this
ht to have been performed two
Two years ago 1 moved a reso-

aedlb ago.
lution In this House, on private mewbers’
day, asking for an inquiry into the causes of

the incressed cost of living. 1 then said
that boards should be appointed to fix
prices, and -in appointing boards mnow th:
Government are simply doing what has been
forced upon them by the war in Kuropa. We
on this side do not say that all merchants are
dishonest, but we do say that some merchants
arce dishonest, and that that is the reason
why it is necessary to appoint boards to fix
prices. The Brishane Board might have gone
about their werk in a very different way
from what thsy have followed, and com-
menced with cvidence from ﬂl( wholoaalnrs
afterwards obtaining the cvidence of re-
tzilers. On the second rn:z.ding of the Bill T
referred to a case which happened in New
Zealand, and the hon. member for Fortitude
Valley mentioned the case of merchants in
New Zealand who were granting rebates in
an illegal way, and who refused to answer
questious put to them by a Royal Commis-
sion, of which Sir Robert Stout was chair-
man. They were fined £1.000 for what I call
their dishonesty, and when they appealed
against that punishment the deecision was
upheld, and they had to pay heawy costs.
Yet mombers tell us that we are charging
merchants here with being  dishonest. T
have never done that. Fvery merchant here
knows whether he is honest or not; if he
is not an honest man he knows when he
goes to bed at night that he goes to bed
with a man who is not an honest man.
(Laughter.) We simply sar that some mer-
chants are dishonest, and that it has been

proved in courts of law that some are
dishonest. The Colonial Sugar Refining

Clompany refused to answoer certain questions
nut to them by the Sugar Commission, and T
say that if they had been honest in the matter
they would have answered those questions.
With regard to.the board for the (lentral
distriet, T know Mr. Jisar and Mr. Kenna.
and I know that both aye decent men. T
do not know Mr. English. If it is ploxed
by their work that they are not acting
fairly and sguarely, I shall not be afraid
to bring the matter up in this House
and exvose them. The members sitting on
thiz side of the ¥euse feel that the appoint-
mf‘nm to the Southern Board are altogether
of & party character: and, bhelieving that we
lmd a perioet right to impugn the ‘character

f the board, T do not know Mr. Watson, or
@“j: MG of the board. but if what is said
Watson is true, then he ought not io
>v0 a position on the board. T know that
some members of this HHouse feel that the
character of the hoard is not what it onght
to he. ard that if all the merchants in Bris-
bane said what they thouzht on the matter
there would be some revelations on this
wubject. I think this discussion will do good,
in that it will show the besrd that if they
do not o the wmare thing thev will be dealt
with in thix House. T do not desire to make
sny volitical canival out of the matter, nor
do T think the leader of the Ownosition or
the deputy leader of the Onposition wishesto
make npolitical capital out of it; and I be-
lieve: that the discussion which has taken
nlace will prove of wome benefit to consumars
in +the Southern district.

My, HUXHAM (Burands): T support the
action .¢f the leader of the Onposition in
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bringing this matter forwsrd, because it is
in the interest of all houscholders, particularly
of the woemen, who are complaining greatly
of the udvance in the pl‘i(‘ s of commodities,
Not cnly do t corn,,mwl i the advauce
in pric hat ther logk forward to the time
when there will be u great number of un-
cmployed in the eity, Thn motion for the
adjoursment of the House is therefore very
we should grapple with the
ion now in order to preveat anything
serions happening.  The Government
rd and make it more
I know

more
should enlarge the by
representative than it is at present.
two of the gentlemen constituting the board,
oite of whom 1s a personal friesd of mine; but

I wust say that the w
them membors of the board does not appeal
£ me yory muce h. I think it would be much
better if the board were wppoiuted on the
lines followed by the Premier of Victoria in
appointing the beard in that Skste; and it
eannot be sald that he i sympathetic with
the Labcur party. The board in that State
is a reprosentstive one. end I have no doubt
that the result of their actica will be very
satisfactory to those moest concerned—that is,
the poorer part of the community, who suffer
so much when the prices of the noceganries of
life are ineressed. Tho Victorian board con
sists of Mr. Adamson, M.L.C.. representing the
Government; My, Lasceld
vheatgrow m'"' Mr. Durlin
swthorn Trumway Trust
Chsmbor of Commeree; 3r.

lom of appointing

nting the
S{‘CX'(‘CHI‘}'

of the Bootmakers® Union, representing the
work: and Mr. Willis, president of the
Grecers” Association. 1 think that 1f the
board for Southern ueenslarvd were enlarged
50 as to include a representative of The
workers, and even some women, az hes been

o 4, it would be found thst such
appointments were justified. It has been

asked if the merchants of this community arve
not as honeit as merchants clsewhere,  Jlon:
sembers - who  have rvead this morning's
“ Courier” will remember that it contains
some remarks Dv the presont dlinister for
Defesco, Mr. Millen, as to the need of the
public being protecied, and that he o\ple\n\ed
that the Federal Cfovernment ha

certain vegulation,
of gusrding the public
who are supplyving the 1)(f(“1(‘£‘ Dopal‘rment
with certain necossari for the war.
merchanis there are doing things which render
it necessary for protective measures, I do not
know that we may nnt have merchants here

who will do similar thin I do not say that
ther are: dishonest here, but I do =ay thaz,

from the strictures that Senator Millen has
netured ¢n them there, we must regard it as
likely that we have sonu‘hm'v of the same
kind heve. This is & matter of very serious
importance to the bulk of the community.
We know very well that there ars many un-
employed in - midst, and we must nat
v expeet that they will inerease before the
or ends, and if we are to have further un-
emplovment and enhanead prices it will mean
that Queensland will be suffering for the next
fow months even more severaly than she did
in the dissstrous times of 1893, And 1 bchove
that members on both sides do not want to
see an soute position arisving here, snd +he>v
will Took the matter fairly and squarely in
the face and sce if they cannoé induce the
Government to take the matter in hand with
a view to enlarging the scope of the board as
I have suggested. Now, as the board ean
meet - often—there - is mo reason. why . they

3
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sheuld not meot daily—there is no reason why

should ;’1\ a maximum. price at all
hd\(‘ to deal with ardeles of local pro-
(i wd they know very well that they
dh« these things without mush fear of
iy orhanced prices. There is no
manufacturers  and merchanis
nho are € °d here should take advan
cf the public when they are hendling a
locally-made article. And it is all very well
to say that the pu e not rigged by the
wholesale merchants have in my mind o
firm who were practically driven insclvent in
South Brishance owing very largely to thuiv
ot obeving a certain meanufacturer of pro-
prietary with the result that they w
cut off Thers is that method of

his
dealing with poopk\. and_there is no getting
sway from the fact that the man who holds a

pmpnotdrv article, or en large stocks of
can compel the retailer to sell at any

that he wish And I further main-
s

that the question of price, as it can be

holders of large stocks and

should be Ol'applcd with pro-
* as kocking is concerned. 1 do

xwm ce any reawson why bookmg prices should
be unduly edvancad. We are told that there

big difference between the
a:lvl 1h~ bonkmg price.

is 2 caxh priee
That has not obtained
and I do not
woe whv pe()p]e who are out f work tempo-
arily here for the next few months should be
harsssed by having to pay inereased
They must have boen aood customers
past, and b penalising them to the
extent of id. or sd. they will be unduly
harassed.  From = hat the leader of the Oppo-
m said this afternoon. we ay take it thas
» profit mude by the Colonial Sugar Refin-
ing Company amounts to £3 per cont., and [
do not see th that is a justifiable dtate of
affairs. The Premier, in speaking this fter-
) referred to the price of bacon that is
handled by Mr. My, Jones, as the
Jones, and (Com-
1 the rias they had ad-

1 pr but he did not sex that he
("w‘lrn'ml all tha profits: it doos not mesn that
the profits arve all collared by the manufac-
tarer, It mway mean that the farmers are
holding their pigs back and charging w higher
price fer them, snd Mr. Jones has to pay it.

AMr. G. P, Barxgs: Will it pay farmers to
hold pigs back row?

Mr. HUXHAM: I do not know that. but
we do know that the price has been ad-
vanced. 2Mr. Jones admitted that ’fhore had
been an inercase in the demand for bacon,
ingsmuch as the people had found that the
price of beef was too high. T know not from
what cause it has arisen, but I do know that
whatever advance was made, so far as Mr .
Jone: was conesrned, it a fairly legiti-
mate one. - I do not think the reerimination
by the hc‘n msember for Murilla against the
hon. member for Herbert and the hon. mem-
ber for Maranoa was justified. T think we
are here to do the hest we can for the com-
munity in the present strained cireum-
stances, and T believe that they will hecome
more strained as- time goes on. and I hope
that the Premier will seo the _of
enlarging the scope of the hoard in the
direction T have suggested, by bringing in a’
representative  of  the “workers, and not
Jeaving it wholly in the hands of those of
whom the workers are mm(’lou\ so far as
doizg. s fair thing is concerncd.

Mr. Busham.]

o
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Mr. G. P. BAR\FS (Warwick): The
general ignorance of some members regard-
1ng some cmnmodltws is so outstandlm that
one cannot refrain from making some “refer-

ence to it. The hon. member who has just
resumed his scat has admitted that in at
least one lnstanco‘the case of pigs—the

manufacturer is quite justified on account of
the laws of supply and demand in increasing
the price in the sway and to the extent he

has.

Mr, Huxsaa:
pigs.

Mr. G. P. BARNES: Yes. Many refer-
ences have been made to the article of flour.
I maintain, without the fear of the slightest
connamctmn that, = or no war, flour to-
day ald be not onlr at the prico it is, but
very hI\olV at a much higher price. All
over the world, and in Au,tralia in par-
ticular, thc price of wheat has advanced,
and I defy any man to run a husiness—
whother it he a milling busincss or any other
business—w ithout re l)ondmﬂr to the rise and
fall in the price of the article ‘he may manu-
facturs, It is w0 in the case of the supply of
in the case
and the same rule epplics all round.
just worked out, whilst huonm'; to
uments that have been made by hon
members, the actual cost of flour made with
wheat, so { wionce is concarned.
Ans I have to be brought here if
we are ‘ro ’mmnuo to be supplied with flour.

And if wheat ecsnnot he purchased for less
than &s. d. per hushel, which iz the price
ruling in Q\dnm to-day, then I mainrain—
allowing the full price given for bran and
po]l‘ud quoted in the papsws to-day—that
flour will cost the miller £12 13s. &1. per ton.

If he has paid more for his

cattle with the I atcher: it
of nigs:

Mr. HtxuaM: The hon. member for Mnr-
rumnbs said that he could sell flour at £10
p(*l‘ ton.

- G. P. BARNES: T am pointing out

r 111],‘,1 price of wheat to-day, and when
 advances flour will have to advanoe,
- the hon., n‘(‘Hlb(l will turn round and
» “You paid for vour wheat a long time
.’ The hen. member for Cunningham
v a5 pleased the other nizht to sav thaib. but
do the millers bur wheat to look at? The
great hulk of the wheat that we hought then
keen turned into flour and money  ia-
dved for it leng ago ake our own case.
I have gone into the fizures at home. sinee
T spoke liere the other dsy in conn tinn
with this matter. and I find that on-
eighths of the available stocks held by our
firm I Dbelieve this applies to other
firmu—will he required to fuldl orders re-
ceived months _and morihs ago, and of the
other eighth T find that the coit of that
wheat. when put  into flour, exceeds by
severa! shillings per ton the amount that we
as millers =re ssking 4 an adva:

k¥4

Mr. Rvax:

Do you say a rise in flour to
£12 a ton is

justified ?

Mr. G. P. BARNES: T am sayving that
the price of flour is .£10 102 ner ton so far.

The hon. member is trving, pf\rhsms not wil-

fullv, but his interjection tends to ¢how that
I wm sdvocating that flour shonld be £12
ed. ver ¢ If it is to boar a profit, i
she be more than that. But
[9 p.m.] my arguu »nt is that if you buy
wheat at 5s. 3d. per bushel in

Svdnew,

dd the 63d. or 7d. per bushel, which
flr. G. P. Barnes.

o
i
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it will cost to land it here, you will not.
only require £12 13s. 8d. per ton for flour,
but you will require a profit on top of that,
but the millers to-day have not taken full
advantage of the conditions which obtain ia
connection with wheat. I have proved, and
my company’s books will prove, that we
have not taken advantage of the advance;
and whether there be war or no war, flour
would have advanced in sympathy with
the advance in the price of wheat in the
Southern States. If you desire that flour
should be continued to be sold at say £10 10s.
or £11 per ton, then you must make arrange-
ments for the miller to be supplied with
wheat, and I go so far as to say, you
supply the miller with wheat at the price
and he will turn out the flour for you. The
other evening hon. members made statements
as_to whether they could not run certain
industries. I sav buy the wheat and we will
grist it for vou at c)s’r, and then see how you
get on. (Hear, hear!) Insinuations have been
made, especially in regard to the milling in-
dustry, where the trade ix done by makmg
forward sales. The insinuations that have
been made arve positively unjust and some
hon. members opposite ought to know betier.

May: It is only a gamble; you buy

Mr., 3. P. BARNES: Yes; you buy early
and wou scll carly; and the man who does
not make his sales early will make no sales
at all

My, THEODORE: Do you gamble in food-

stuffs?
Mr. G. P. BARNES: T do not thank the
hen. member for his  insinuation.  His

gambling 1s in another commedity. He
is ng and trading on the credu-
lity of the men who trust him. It would
e beneath me to trade on the sympathies of
\L c1vdmm and cenfiding public. I do not
know the ¢ position of every other mitler
in the State, but I do kunow that there is a
generz] shiovtage, and T care not what price
the hoard dicta . when supplies are out, the
miller will have fo respond to the adva’lco
that he must pay for the wheat that is
coming forward.

Mr. HUNTER:
do anything less.

Mr. G. P. BARNES:
the bes
respect,
the acticn that we, as miller

1 cohiection, if the
will come alo 3 o
fch and ﬁ”ules to bear out what I have
zaid.

The board is not asked to

I feel sure that if

'd do their duty in that particular
vou will find that they -will endorse
havo taken.

Mr. LARCONBE (Keppel): The hon.
member for Warwick regrets the atbacks

that have been made on the members of the
losrd which has given its award for the
Brishane area. If that is regretfable, so also
are the sttacks that are from time to time
made by hon. members opposite on the hon.
member for Maranoa and the hr)n member
for Hoerbort. Thev very lightly make sttacks
on those hon mermbers, and yet they com-
plain bitt when there is any retaliation.
There has besn no definiie charge levelled
at cither of thoze hon. members, but simply
innuendoes 23 instmatinng,  snd  members
ovposite should ke unworthy of making such
charges, particularly when they com])laln S0
bitterly of the charges levelled at the mem-
bers of the board whose work we are criti-
cising this evening. - I contend that we have
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a perfect right to criticise the work of the

board. Certainly. I am not going to make
any charge agaiust the members of the

hoard as to their private charactors, but
I certainly do object to the award they
have arrived at. I say they have worked
on wrong principics, and have arrived
at a wrong dectermination, and rurely we
can do that without recrimination! Surely
we can do that homnestly and fairly, and
we can ask that the members of this board
should be subjected to the same eriti-
cism that members of this House are. It is
evident that the object for which this Act
was passed has not been achieved. What
was the object of it? Was it not to prevent
an increase in the price of commodities to
the peop’s of Quecnsland at this juncture ?
Was it not to protect them, during a time
of nceessity, from being exploited by un-
scrupulous_traders? That was the object
that the Premier and his colleagues gave
when they were discussing this legislation,
and that object has undoubtedly not been
attained, as the prices, according to the
determination of the hoard, have been fixed
much higher than they werc previo
Where is the utility or sense or res of
appointing a hoard that has fixed prices
higher than had previously obtained?  The
award is simply farcical. The object of the
Act has not been achieved as far as the
Southern distrier is eoncerned, T truss that,

as far as Central Queecnsland and North
ensland are concerned, the results will
be different. I have ho ai any rate,

that the Central Queensland award will be
different.  Knowing, as 1 do. the personnel
of the hoard, I feel sure that they will work
on different prineiples to those worked on
by memberz of the board iz Southern Quaens-
land, There is a suspicion—a very strong
saspicion—in view of what has ta place,
that the award of this board is g job
put up on the part of the Government to
diseredit the principle of fixing pric iC
know that members onposite  are strongly
opposed te the fixing of prices, and what
could be of more value, politically, than
that the work of the board in fiving prices
shoald be an whsolute failure? Ilon. mem-
bers in the corner even suggested that when
the Act®was being discussed. There has
been no attempt to deal with the Aci in the
spirit in which it wss passed. cither here
or in the other States. The hon. member
for Warwick also states that fiour must in-
crease because whest has increased in price,
That does nct harmonise =vith tho s
made by the hon. membor for Dr
he intinated, by means of & qu
while wheat had deereased in price by 15
ver cent., flour had increased by £2 per ton.
That is the charge levellad v one hon.
member against another hon, membor sithine
on the zame side of the ITouse. '

}Ir. G., . BARNES: You know that the
price of wheat has gons up.

Mr. LARCOMBE: The hon. membar for
‘ton is a practies] farmer, and he knows
as much about the farming indusiry as the

hon. member for Warwick, ard in saving
that I am not speaking dizparagingly of the

hon. smember for Wars The hon. mem-
Ber for Dirayton said that while whoeat wis
reduced in price to the extent of 15 per cent.
flour s increasad by £2 per ton.

Mr. G, P. BaBXms:
of wheat was increased.

You know the price
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Mr. LARCOMBIE: I am giving the evi-
dence adduced by one of the hon. member’s
own colleagues. The board, in carrying out
their duties, entirely ignored the method
which should have guided them in arriving:
at @ determination. They should first of all
have dealt with wholesale prices. That
should have been the very foundation, the-
very basis, of any award. What iy the good
of fixing the retail price if vou do not also
fix the wholesale price? The retailer is just
as much a vietim of circumstances ‘as the
consumer, because if the wholesale merchant
puts the price up on him, he must also put
up the price or go out of the business. Hon,
members on the other side have charged
members on this side with having made an
attack on the retailers, We have done noth-
ing of the kind, and i¢ is no good hen. mem-
bers opposite trying to shift our charge
against the wholesaler on to the small retailer.
The hon. member for Burruin, in the course
of his remarks, almost said that the Colonial
Sugar Refining Company and other whole-
salers were philanthropic institations—that
they had actually reduced prices since the
war had occurred. He said that the Clolonial
Sugar Refining Company had shown their
patriotizn and loyalty to that extent, One
hax only o give that statement a little con-
sideration to see how absurd it is. We know

that the Colonial Sugsr Refining Company

We

P

have purszed those previously.
know that prior to the taking of the referen-
dum propesals, in 1911, the Colonial Sugar
Refining  Company reduced the price of
sugar by £2 per ton; but, immeadiately the
reierendazm  proposals were defeated, they
increased the price again by £3 per ton.
That the way they work. But the people
cf Australia saw through their dedge, and
the result has been the return of Mr. Fisher
and his collcagucs, and the referenda pro-
posals will again be submitted in the near
future, and will be ried by a large
majority. The hon. member for Townsville
jibed and ridiculed members on this side and
their indusirial colleagues hecause we have
net gone in for cu.operative companies—Dbe-
caunse we have not staried retail shops our-
eolzes, and gone into industry generally.
The workers have done a little in that diree-
tion in Brisbens and Rockhampton. In
Rockhampton they have done splendid work,
because when a rise of prices oécurred there
a few weaoks ago the workers’ store in Rousk-
hampton refused to raise the prices. They
were approached by a certain party and
asked to go inio a combine and increase the
prices, but they refu to do so. We know
that the workers generally are limited finan-
cially, and in other respeects, and they cannot
undertake the whole of the industries of the
State at once.  Indeed. it is not their fune-
tion. It is the function of the State to do
thisx work in order to nrotect the workers in
1108 such as these, and to do it effectively.
Hut fhe State arce not doing it, and they are
permitting  the workers and the people
gonerally to he fleeced in an outrageous wity.
I hiope the Government will make some
attempt to bring about a revision of the
axard of the Southern Board. It 13 a stand-
jole now. Tt is a monussent of diseredit
the Government, and unless they are
goltig to revise it and make the board deal
with the wholesale prices as well as retail
prices, the work of the board is futile. The
board sre procecding on unsound principles

Mr. Larcombe.]
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at present, and there wiil be no satisfaction
to the public of Queensland ie such a
policy 1s continued.

Mr., O’8U LLIV AN (he,mc diy: 1 “ould
like to sa¥ o {ew word #fore the debute 1s
closed. I would not have risen at all had
it not been for the remarks of the hon.
member for Warwick about the price of
wheat. We eannot, of course. control the
priee of wheat, beeause we get whea: from
the other stes.  But, socing that we grow
sufficient wheat in Austzalia to 511})j)1" the
whole of. Australia, it would be betfer if we
kad the matter under Federal control to fix
the price of wheat for the whole of the
States. ~ Burely, in a time like we are going
th qlnh at prescnt, we should not increace
the price of&‘rho commodities we grow for

ourselv ¢ ¢hould not increas» the price
of whegt, and we \]mu ld not inerease the
price of heef.  Therefore, the sooner the
Federal Parliament has some control over
these things the better it will ks for the
vetple of the States. T am sure that the
soaril appointsd in the Southern division
has not done the work it = primarily

appointed to d6: it has not met the trouble
of the consumers .ﬁ all.  They should sce
that the wholesaler does not expect too high
a price for the commodity he is dealing with,
otherwise the retailer 11 he erushed he-
tween the wholesaler and the consun and
in that way the retailer will be one of the
worih sufferers,

Mr. RYAN (in reply): ¥
justification for movinz this
afterncon haz been ply shown by the d
cussion that has taken plaes uwpon it. 1
regret that a certain amount of heat has been
intys )ducml into it by Lon. members ony
and zl=o a cortain amount of party fealing.

think that fh‘

=

wotion

The TREASURES

From veur own

My, AN: Any impartiel eman who
listened to me moving this motion would
_recognise that I vresented my easoe from a
ty  aspoct. Che very nature of the

motien itself is such as to make 18 non:
party. If I had wished t5 meke this a
party matter, I would have backed it by

moving a direct vote of want of confidench
in the Governmoent. Instead of t, T have
cheien the pr()mduw which is prm’idod
the Standing Orders. which lavs down thet
the .xd]()urn»npn. of the House mav be moved
for ‘rhr purpose af eliciting delute, To ms
mind s defonee hut up by the Premier und
those who followed him on the ether side
was a wesk one, In the main, our charge is

that sor of those whom the Government
appoluted to be moembers of these boards
were unsuitable. I did not kuow at the

stary that the chairmsn of the q()‘lﬂl(lll
Boeard hl.l bern a member. of the dle

committes of the Premioer.

The PREMIER: Not recently.

Mr. RYAN: Perhaps not re cently, but T
did not know that he had besn a moemboer of
the hon. gentleman’s eclection commitice g!

all, and T desire to sax that I think it w
indiseretion on il parL of the hon.
man to appoint a 7 on who had 1
member of hix .clestion committee.

an
1itle-
SE B

The PpEMizr:
i’mn&

[Mr. Larcombe.

Net o man of his qualifica-
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Mr. RYAN: The hon. gentleman shonld
have gvoided the pessibility of any political
colour being given to any of these appoint-
ments, and I cannot coneecive of anything
tlmt bears more in that direction. 1f we had
been sitting on these benches, how would it
bs rvogarded by hon. members opposite if we
had appointed a person who had been a mem-
ber of my election comumittee?

The Prexier: If he had the same qualifica-
tions as this gentleman; yvou could not do
Letter.

Mr, RYAN: The hon. gentleman may hold
that view, bug, as a puklic man, I do not
agree with him. I think spesial cave bh()uld
be taken to avoid gppointment of members
of vour ol\cﬁxon wnnmt*oo to important
positions,  Our mzin ¢k was directed at
come of the appointments and a2t the method
of procedure adopted by some of the oards.
that in the Central division the
setting about its work pointed out
appointed under the Official
Act, and all witnesses
were placed on their oath. That is not the
procadure that has been adopted here, and
I do uo+ see 1hat an ‘have been taken
a view to as-
o rtain o right upon which to
prices. V\ @ hawe had the spectscle of
holesale merchants here proclanming that
were the perssns respon for having
ur broaght down. When 1
&% # han, memboer for Murrumba who
was to blame for flour going up to £12 10s.
a ton aiter the (!u('larutlon of war, he said,
** The millors Tho hon, member for War-
“1"1\. who i 1h th b part icular
f.
My ob}‘o(’ in w.\mzr mo hon. member for
urrumba  that question was to ascertain
upen whoese shoulders to place the blame.
But we have the favé remaining that flour
did jump to £12 Se. a ton_and that it wax
taken down wlmoes . We are
told *hat the f»1l was due to ﬂu* merchants
making an  ouier nst the inerease in
price, but I think the publie of Quecnsland
will qut 34 d that it was due to the
in this House, aud
od in the unn(‘s of thase

s ries that the

¥
their

bozrd in
that they

=3
o
&
o

> fear that ex
who were respousible for
would mes 1 public rey )‘ol)vtlon for

ion. We Bare an  illustr n of
whet i subs kn\‘ull __dl)um lepislation
being spoiled by Likoral "'hnmlshdmnn

The Prs No.

Mr. RYAN: By not having sympathetic
adminixtraiion.

The Preunr: Alwolutely sympathetie.

Mr. RYAN: The hen, member for Burrun

wsion had had a
wuse it showed that
]\ind was im d(‘t;v*l)l(\ 1
islati s goud, but
the Pre-

proclaimed
most benefi

rav i

ot I kno
fand his own administration.

1‘ 1.

mior mus

It defends itzelf.
But the result shows that the
sstion of the G(‘v'"n“mnr in regard to sone
of the appointizents has been ill-advised.

The P R: The rosult shows thst the
Government have appointed men who undes-
and  their business.
Mr. RVAN: It sho

been ralb wond

Wir 1

have
and I

s that prices
those prevailin




Appointinents to Control

understeod that these b(.gu‘d\ were appointed
to kecp prices down, not to scnd them up.

The hon. member for Marvanoa: is well
acquainted with the whele business, and he
ssys that the wholesale merchants put on

on most of theiy lines.

The PREMIER:
Mr. RYAN:

ported lines.

The PreEMIER: Which have not been dealt
with yet.

Mr. RYAN: What reason had they for
putting on 12} per cent. if the goods were
i stock when the war commenced? It has
been conclusively shown to the country by
this debate that hon. members on the other
side arc in favour of increasing prices.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : No.

: We are told, ** If you are not
d with that, start co-overative stores
Ives””  We were told that about the
ral Sugar Refining Company in con-
nection with cane price boards when the hon.
member for Burrum proclaimed the urgent
ue(‘m:‘lty for such boards. This session they
ay that the remedy for the competition of
bm firms is co-operation. That is only side-
stepping the imssue.  But perhaps the most
regrettable part of the arguments of how.
n*unb( s on the other side was dlolr accui-
tion that thls m:)tnn was mrnod by me with
the object of gaining political capital. The
hon, member for Murilla and other members
said that plainly.

Mr. Morean: And I repeat it.

Mr. RYAN: T amn zlad the hon. member
does.  They also say that there are many
people in Ou(xemlan(l who are deceived bv

¢ attitude in this n tter, and that the
hing defeat that the Liberal party. re-
ceived on Saturday last was ocecasioned by
tactics such as I have adepted to- night.

The Prexigr: The position to-day and last
SMaturday is just the same.

Mr. Just the same! We have
3 : a majority of thv people of
(’uvon\ fand been deceived Ly the tacties
of the Iabour party in this matte The
position rather ix that » majority of the
people of Queensland are convineed by our
actions and attitude thet we have their in-
terests at heart, and that we are not afraie
to stand up in our place and fight for those
who are not able to fight for themselves. But
if hoa. members on the other side would lﬂu-
to have my opinion as to snother sort of
tactics that - contributed to the
defeat of the Liberal party on Saturday, I
would remind them that it is becauss of
the resentment of the people of Queensland
and of Australia genprally at the gross tibels
that were cast upon this party bv accusing
them of dislovalty.

OrrosiTion MEM2ERS | FHear, hear!

Mr. RYAN: Libelling the brave men whe
are out in the camn at Enoggera -and in
other parts of Australia, who are preparing

to go forth and losc their lives for the people
of Queensland and Australia.

Mr. 2MoraaN: They are not all socialists.
Mr. RYAN: The British flag—* the red,

white, -‘and  blue”’-—was usurned by the
Liberals on Saturday last.

The TREASURER: T saw you wearing it.

1245 per ceni.
Tmported lines.

Well, -even if thes were im-
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XMr, RYAN: I wore it, and I wore the
Labour colours, too. 1 wsaw a placard,
*Vote for Liberals and keen the Hag fly-
ing,”” and all that sort of rubbish. That
accounted a great deal for the crushing
defeat of hon. members on the other side
on Saturday, because the great majority of
the people are fair-minded and right-think-
ing, and they know that there are no more
loyal subjects of the King than the sup-
porters of this party.

Mr. Morean: Don’t claim that all those
who are going to the front are socialists.

Mr.. RYAN: Very many of them are
{I1lear, hear.) Indced, I think the majority
of them are supporters of this party, and I
say all bonour to them, no matter what

arty they belong to. (Hear, hear!) But
\\hat I do object to is that one party should
claim the c¢redit for all the loyalty, and
rhould usurp the flag of the British Empire
in order to try and gain a political end.
I am glad they got their answer, The hon.
membar for Burrum, in elaborating his con-
tention that we are endeavouring to gain
political capital, commented upnon the fat‘
that we have the spectacle of the leader of
the Opposition w ith price lists in his hands
in this House. FHe said, why have we been
serit here to govern the peon]o" These were
the words he used. I am quite prepared to
leave the verdict to the people, but I know
of no. niore snered duty of members of this

House than the duty we have
[9.30 p.m.] been engszged in this afternoon.

We must not forget that in these
strenuous times there are many men who
are (\mplovo(‘, who have not gone to the
fr(mt in the war. There are other men who
¢ gone to the front and left wives and
ft,mlhm behind them, and there are many
men who have not gone to the front and
who are deprived of their employment, and
who have wives and families depending on
them. Those children have to take less for
their breakfast in the morning if prices are
higher.

Mr., Moraax: It will be the Liberals who
will look after their wives and families, not
vour party. (Opposition dissent.)

Mr. RYAN: I chall eertainiy not hesitate
to do my duty on the floor of this House and
voice onr opinions as to whut should be done
for them. I have not heard one word from
the ¢ 1r= IS thl~ motion was moved till now- that
conde nuned the action of certain pariies in
raixing prices during this war. We all know
that it has been done.. We know the scathing
remarks that fell from the Premicr the first
time the matter was raised—remarks’ for
which T give him credit.

The Previgr: And the boards are carrying

that out.
Mr. RYAN: I only regret that they are
not.

The Praivigr: They are!

Mr. RYAN: While I remsin a member of
thiz Fiouse I shall never hesitate to bring
under public notice matters of this kind thas
I think require. the attention of Parliament.

Mr. Morcan: Mere heroies.

Mr. RYAN: It is not merc heroics; it is
an absolute necessity. I know there are many
womern: and children now who have to curtail

Mr. Ryan.]
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their supplies on account of the high prices;
and they arc made of that stuff, and the men,
too, are made of that stuff, that they bear
without complaining. (Hear., hear!) If we
shrink from our duty. if we arve afraid to
raize our voices herc because we may offend
tiis merchant or that, we would be false to
the trust which was placed in us when the
people sent us here.

. Mr. Bussrxerox: Who is afraid of offend-
ing merchants? 1 am not, neither is anyone
ou this side.

Mr. RYAN: The deputy leader of the
farmers’ party did not think it worth his
while to speak upon this motion. Ile re-
wmaitied cloaked in silence, but those hon.
members who did speal were all in favour of
the high prices, and condemned us for having
accused certain men of being dishonest. L
have many friends amongst the merchants
and retailers of Queensland, and I think that
they are ax honest as any other section of the
commuinity ; but thers are some who, unfor-
tunately, take advantage of strenuous times
like these. This Bill was brought in to cope
with this, and I think that the boards which
have been appointed—I do not say all of
them, Lut some of them—have not risen to
the occasion and are not carrying out the
purposes of the Act. The object sought to be
attained by this motion has been attained.
It was moved, as all such motions are moved,
for the purpose of allowing discussion and
debate, and drawing public attention to the
matter. It is not, as a rule, put to a division,
because the object is not to have a division
of the House—not to adjourn the House—but
to have a debate upon the matter to ventilate
it. I trust that the vesult of the debate will
be beneficial not only to the members of the
board in seeing that they will do their duty
a little better than they have been doing, but
that it will be of some real bendfit to the
persons in whose interests it was moved. I
ask leave to withdraw the motion.

The SPEAKER: Is it the pleasure of the
House that the wmotion moved by the leader
«of the Opposition be withdrawn?

HoxovrasLr MEMBER#: Hear, hear!

Motion withdrawn accordingly.

ROCKHAMPTON HARBOUR BOARD
ACTS AMENDMENT BILL.

INITIATION.
The TREASURER (lion. W. H. Barnes,

Builinba), in moving—
_“That the Ilousa will, at its next
sitting, resolve itself into a Committen
of the Whole to consider of the desir-
ableness of introducing a Bill to further
amend the Rockhampton Harbour Board
Act, 1895-1910,”

said: Briefly, I would like to explain that
the Bill which I am now seeking leave to
introduce makes provision for twelve mem-
bers, one of whom is to be appointed by the
Governor in Council, and the remaining
eleven are to be appointed by the local
authorities. Rockhampton will appoint four,
North Rockhampton one, and then the other
municipalities extending out will also have

[Mr. Byan.
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Liquor Act, Etc., Bill.

representation, Those nearer to Rockhamp-
ton will have it in the usual way as at a
municipal election, and those removed some
considerable distance away will appoint one
of their number. The greatest number of
votes which any ratepayer can have will be
three. I think it is not nccessary for me to
make any further remarks. as what I have
said covers pretty well the object of the
Bill, which is practically on all-fours with
some of the more liberal measures of this
kind which have been introduced in the
House.

Mr. ADAMSON : I had hoped that this Bill
would have been one that would have shown
that the Liberal Government—the democratic
Government that they call themselves—were
truly democratic. We would like to see this
Bill' made the best Bill in Queensland, and
we were anxious to have the parliamentary
franchise, not the ratepayers’ franchise, and
while there may be some people in Rock-
hampton iho are content with that, the
members on this side of the House, the
Tabour party in Rockhampton, and a great
mass of the clectors, are anxious that we
should have the broadest franchise possible.
When the time comes I will have something
to say in relation to this matter. At pre-
sent I would appeal to the Treasurer to con-
sider as to whether he could not widen the
scope of the Bill. T think we ought to have
a broader franchise altogether. I do mnot
think that payers of dues and a_few of the
rutepayers should say who should be on the
board. I think that the consumer, who after
all really pass all the charges. should have
a great deal more say as to who shall repre-
sent the people of Rockhampton, and that
the consumer in the Central district right
out in the West should have a great deal
more say as to who should be on the board.
Of course. we welcome small mercies, and
when we cannot get a full loaf we are pre-
pared to take a half loaf, but if we can in
any way liberalise the Bill the Treasurer
¢an depend upon it that we will try to do so.

Question put and passed.

LIQUOR ACT AMENDMEXNT BILIL.
INITIATION.

The HHOME SECRETARY, in moving—

“That the Iouse will, at its next sit-
ting, resolve itself into a Committee of
the Whole to consider of the desirable-
ness of introducing a Bill to amend the
Liquor Act of 1912 in certain particu-
Tars,”

caid: For the information of hon. members,
1 may say that the Bill that I propose to
present will not in any way alter the policy
of the legislation which was passed in 1912,
but it has been found, as the result of ex-
perience in administration, thst certain small
amendmeuts are necessary for the purpose
of improving the administration of the Act.
The Bill will contain certain amendments
which have been alrcady indieated, such as
the one that has reference to accommodation
in hotels which were already licensed prior
to the passing of the Act. There will also be
a provision in connection with the prohibition,
which under the terms of the present Act
exists in cornection with the supply of liquor
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to passengers in steamers on the high seas
when making their passage from port to
port. There is also an alteration made in
connection with the bona fide traveller clause
of the Act. The Bill will contain a proviso
that a lodger may be a person arriving at
an hotel on Bunday, who satisfies the licersee
that he will become a bona fide lodger, an:
will remain there on the Sunday night, shall
have the same privilege as a person who
has been there on the Saturday night of
being supplied with liquor during the hours
limited for the supply of liquor to lodgers
in hotels on Sunday. Probably, the most
important amendment in the Bill is one which
has been necessitated by the double disso-
lution of the Federal House of Represents-
tives and the Senate.

Mr. THEODOR®: Another

Look’s.

The ITOME SECRETARY: The Bill does
not propose to deal with the matter from that
point of view. The present Act provides that
the first poll on the question of the reduction
of the number of licensed houses shall take
place at the next Senate election, and when
the Act was passed it was anticipated that
the next Senate election would be in the vear
1916. Owing to the double dissolution. there
will be no Senate clection until the vear 1917
—that is, in the ordinary course of things.
The contention of both those who were
advocates of the liquor party and those who
were advocates of the temperance party was
that the poll should be held on the occasion
of an election, so as to secure a represcnta-
tive vote. The Bill proposes that the period
for the first reduction poll shall be the vear
1917, when there will, in the ordinary course.
be a Senate election; but it is further pro-
vided that, should a dissolution take place
before that time and no Senate election be
held, the Governor in Council shall choose a
day in that v when the first reduction poll
shall be taken.

Mr. Ryaw:
tingency.

The HOME SECRETARY: Quite so. As
far as the poll on the question of total aboli-
tion is concerned, which, under the present
legislation, is to take place in the year 1925,
that date is preserved, and whether there is
an election or not the poll will be taken in
that ycar. Those ave the principal amend-
ments in the Bill.

Question put and passed.

crime of Joe

That is a very remote con-

FACTORIES AND SHOPS A(CTSH
AMENDMENT BILL.

SECOND TREADING.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. W. H. Barnes, Bulimba): In moving
the second reading of this small Bill I desire
toe state that it is, as hon. members are
possibly aware, a measure dealing with the
hours of business in barbers’ shops. There 13
a special provision in section 50 of the present
Act for barbers and others, and the result is
that those people are not able to avail them-
selves of the ordinary weekly half-holiday in
the same way as persons engaged in other
‘businesses.  According to that provision they
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have to keep open on a Saturday afternoon,
and close on-a Thursday afternoon, so that
they are debarred from having the advantage
of the Saturday half-holiday which other per-
sons enjoy. 1 think it will be admitted by
hon. members that a holiday on Thursday
afternoon is not equal to a holiday on SBatur-
day afternoon, because on Thursday after-
noon they cannot enjoy their holiday with
other people. I know 1t will be argued that
there are several reasons why this Bill should
not be introduced, and I may anticipate some
of the objections that may be advanced. I
can well remember that when early closing
was first introduced it was said that it would
be impossible to carry it out, that the effect
on the public would be disastrous, and that it
would upset the conditions which were then
prevailing.

Mr. THropore: That was said by members
on your side.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
Some of the Liberal members then associated
with this side of the House went in for early
closing before any Act of that kind was
placed on the statute-book. Howeves, as 1
have said, that objection was taken to the
introduction of such legislation. Later on,
as hon. members know, when it was proposed
to close butchers’ shops at an early hour it
was said that that was impossible, and I
know it will be argued that if barbers’ shops
sre closed on a Saturday afternoon it will not
be possible for men to get a shave.

Mr. Ryan: You are fighting a ghost.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKHN:
No; 1 am simply anticipating some argu-
ments which will be brought forward. Hon.
members opposite will probably claim by and
by that this proposed amendment is due to
their efforts. Anything that is good and in
the interest of the worker they say they do,
but anything that is bad is done by the other
fellow. However, this Bill will give to the
men who are engaged in this particular busi-
ness the same facilities for obtaining a Satur-
day half-holiday as are given to other people,
and I have therefore pleasure in moving that
the Bill be now read a second time,

Mr. RYAN: I have much pleasure in sup-
porting the sccond readihng of this Bill, and
I am sorry that it has not been introduced
sooner. I regret that the Minister, in intro-
ducing the second reading, should have ex-
pressed the opinion that there will be strong
objections taken to it on well-known Tory
grounds.

The SECRETARY FOor Pusnic WORKS:
not say such a thing.

Mr. RYAN: I want to assure the hon,
gentleman and the hairdressers that the
Labour party will see that the opposition to
the measure will not be successful. We shall
help the Treasurer through.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: He will
be able to get through without your help.

Mr. RYAN: I do not know about that.
What we are concerned with is the people
intended to be benefited. We do not want
to make political capital out of it at all. and
I am only too delighted to think that the
measure has been introduced, and I hope
1i)t \Iw;ill be speedily placed on the statute-

ook.

T did

Mr. Byan.]
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Mr. BARBER (Bundaberyg): Seeing that
I have taken wome active inte m  this
matter, I am pleased to see that the Hon. the
Treasurer has brought the measure in.  Whas
I regret is that for the last twelve months
the men have been practically done out of
a boon which I think they could have had at
least twelve months ago. Of course, 1
not blame the Treasurcr for that. The hon
member will remember that we had two or
three deputations to him on the matter, and
the method of meeting in conference was
adopted. and it war found, after fixing up
various agreements, that the whole thlng fell
through. And, in my opinion, the only prac-
tical way to settle tnis matter is by legisla-
tion, wnd I must congratulate the Treasurer
—it is not often I do—upon carrying out the
promise he made to a very large and repre-
sentarive deputation some time ago, that he
would introduse legislation this session to
deal with this matter. The whole system has
been a very unsatisfactory ome to-a very
large  body of worihy emplovees. As a
matter of fact, the Thureday afternoon half-
holiday has not benefited thein to any ex-
tent. because when there has been an ordinary
half-holiday, say, on the Monday, these men,
in the vast majority of cases, have had to
work on the Thursday afternoon. I under-
stand that cven at this juncture. attempts
have been made to get the men to arrange
these matters by confercnce., to come to an
agreement to work till half-past 1 o'clock
on Saturday and till half-past 6 o’clock on
ordinary days. But. as a wmatter of fact,
anyvone who understands this business at all
knows that at 1 o’clock, if there arce clients
waiting in the shop, the men have to whave
or cut the hair of those ecustomers, with the
resu't that they do not get away very often
(il hielf-past 1 or hulf-past 8 o'clock. I quite
recognise that there will have to be a con-
«iderable amount of give and take on this
matter. I do not want to say much on the
question, because I believe that the measure
will receive the support of, at any rate, a
large proportion of the members of the As-
sembly, and I have very much plexsure in
supporting the second reading.

Mr. BERTRAM: I want to say briefly
that I am pleased to sce that the Treasurer is
giving effect to a promise that he gave some
time ago to the Hairdresserss TUnion. 1
think the union are to be congratulated on
the success of their agitation, and I hope,
when the measure gets inio the Committee
stage, it will not be amended. I know that
there is a mov ement in the direction of get-
ting it amended in the way mentioned by
ho hon. member for Bundaberg—that is, to
extond the time to half-past 1 o’clock on
Saturday and to 6.80 p.m. on ordinary nights.
I hope that no attempt made in that direc-
tion will be assisted by the Treasurer; I
hope that he will stick to his original inten-
tion of passing the Bill as we have it be-
fore us. I do not want to take up the time
of the House further than to express the
hope that it will go through in that form,
and to congratulate the Hairdressers’ Union
on the success of their efforts, and the
Treasurer on having introduced it.as we have
it before us.

Question—That the  Bill be now read a
gecond time—put and passed.

The committal of the Bill was made an
Order of the Day for to-morrow.

The House adjourned at four minutes to 10
o'clock.

[Mr. Barber.
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